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Just when the coronavirus
cases begun to dip, five pop-

ulated States — Kerala,
Maharashtra, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh — have started expe-
riencing an upsurge in daily
cases.

Daily Covid-19 cases in the
country climbed to about
14,000 after nearly 22 days
taking India’s tally to
1,09,77,387, while the recover-
ies surged to 1,06,78,048.

Only two States,
Maharashtra and Kerala,
account for 75.87 per cent of
total number of active Covid-
19 cases. At the same time, 78
per cent of the new deaths were
reported from just 5 States, the
Union Health Ministry said.

Health experts have called
for dual efforts to address the
emergence of the virus by
ramping up vaccinations and
implementation of safety pro-
tocols to curb transmission.

“In the past week,
Maharashtra has exhibited a
spike in the number of daily
new cases, accounting for high-
est number of daily new cases
in the country today. In last 24
hours, 6,112 daily new cases
have been reported in the
State,” the Centre said, adding
that infections have increased
by 37 per cent in Mumbai as
the State capital recorded 823
cases on Friday, the highest sin-
gle-day spike in infections since
December.

Meanwhile, the Ministry
said 18 States/UTs have not
reported any Covid-19 deaths
in the last 24 hours. These are
Telangana, Haryana, J&K (UT),
Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh,
Tripura, Assam, Chandigarh,
Lakshadweep, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Ladakh (UT),
Mizoram, Sikkim, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu.

The Ministry added that a
total of 1,07,15,204 Covid-19
vaccine doses have been
administered through 2,22,313

sessions, as per the provision-
al report till 8 am on Saturday.
These include 63,28,479 health-
care workers (first dose),
8,47,161 healthcare workers
(second dose) and 35,39,564
frontline workers (first dose).

Dr Rahul Bhargava,
Director-Bone Marrow
Transplant Programme, Fortis
Memorial Research Institute,
Gurugram, said Covid inap-
propriate behaviour, air travel
and high density population in
Maharashtra and Kerala are
causing upsurge in the cases.
The Government had also lift-
ed air travel from the countries

which had variants.
It’s not only Maharashtra

and Kerala, but in the last
seven days, Chhattisgarh too
has seen a rise in daily active
new cases. In the last 24 hours,
259 daily new cases have been
reported.

“Similarly, Punjab has also
shown a sudden spike in the
number of daily new cases
reported in last 7 days with 383
daily new cases in last 24
hours,” said the Ministry in a
statement.

Dr Jugal Kishore, Head of
Department of Community
Medicine from Safdarjung

Hospital, said lockdown is not
a solution to the crisis.

“This shows that the State
Government has not been able
to strengthen its health infra-
structure as well as inculcate
Covid-norms.”

He also emphasised on
focussing on the areas where
sero-survailance surveys have
been negative. “Those suscep-
tible of the virus should be
given priority while imple-
menting the anti-Covid norms
as well boost health system.”

Speaking at a webinar
organised by the International
Centre, Goa, Director General
of the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research Dr Shekhar
Mande  said, “In Kerala and in
some parts of Maharashtra the
number has been increasing in
the past few days and that
might be a reflection of the fact
that people have become com-
placent and believe that the
worst is behind us. The worst
is not over and unless we fol-
low all precautions, we will not
be able to get over the pan-
demic so easily.”

Rajeev Jayadevan, scientif-
ic adviser and former president
of the Indian Medical
Association, said the varia-
tions in cases were expected,
given how viruses behave in a
large geographical area.

Jayadevan also said what
India is witnessing could be
called a “stochastic spread” of
novel coronavirus, where no
uniformity in daily outcomes
could be determined.
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India and China on Saturday
emphasised their commit-

ment to ensuring peaceful dis-
engagement from the stand-off
sites in Ladakh at the earliest.
The flashpoints include Hot
Springs, Gogra, and Depsang
Valley.

This reiteration came dur-
ing the tenth round of talks
between Corps Commanders
of the two armies at Moldo bor-
der meeting point at the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in
Chushul. The two military offi-
cials along with their respective
delegations also reviewed the
pullback process from the
southern and northern banks
of the Pangong Tso (lake).

Both armies on Thursday
completed the withdrawal of
tanks and troops at the
Pangong friction point. This is
seen as the first step in bring-
ing peace and tranquility at the
LAC after the ten-month-long
stand-off. The process started
in a synchronised manner on
February 10.

As per the agreement
between the two sides, the

military officials were to meet
48 hours after the complete pull
back from Pangong. The meet-
ing on Saturday between Lt
General PK Menon and Major
General Liu Lin was the first
one since the pull back.

Besides taking stock of the
situation post the withdrawal at
Pangong lake, the two com-
manders also discussed ways to
disengage from Hot Springs,
Gogra, and Depsang valley,
sources said here.

They said India will insist
on a faster disengagement
process in the remaining areas
like Hot Springs, Gogra, and
Depsang to bring down tension
in the region.

Officials were hopeful of
early agreement to mutually
pull back troops from
Patrolling Point 15 and 17A in
Gogra as normalcy was
restored to a large extent in the
adjacent Pangong region.

However, a mutually
acceptable plan to disengage
from the Depsang plains could
take longer, sources said. This
region in the past also saw
stand-offs and intervention at
the higher levels were resorted
to defuse tension, they added.

Sources said the tension in
the Depsang Plains was due to
China blocking Indian patrol
parties from accessing Patrol
Points (PP) 10, 11, 11A, 12 and
13. That was due to the reason
that the Indian patrols have to
go beyond a feature called bot-
tleneck area on foot.

Turn to Page 4

��	�� 7�8�,�9:�

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday stressed

the Centre and States should
work together and make coop-
erative federalism more mean-
ingful which, he said, should
“trickle down to districts in
order to promote growth.”

The PM also made a strong
case for giving the private sec-
tor “full opportunity to become
a part of Government’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat pro-
gramme.”

Addressing the sixth meet-
ing of the Governing Council
of NITI Aayog, Modi said farm
reforms are to give technology
to agriculture.

Highlighting need to
change in agriculture sector, he

pointed out that the country
still imported grain worth
�65,000 crore that can be put
in farmers pocket. Modi said
farmers need to be given incen-
tives to invest in agriculture.

The Prime Minister urged
to focus on storage and pro-
cessing of agricultural products
to reduce wastage. He stressed
on the need to export
processed foods rather than
raw foods to increase profits. 

Modi said reforms are very
important for country’s farm-
ers to get the necessary eco-
nomic resources, better infra-
structure and modern tech-

nology.
The Prime Minister said

that the private sector should
be given full opportunity to
become a part of Government’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat pro-
gramme.

“Centre and States should
work together for the nation’s
progress... Government has to
respect and give due represen-
tation to the private sector for
economic progress,” Modi said.

The Governing Council
presents a platform to discuss
inter-sectoral, inter-depart-
mental and federal issues. It
comprises the Prime Minister,
Chief Ministers of States and
Union Territories with legisla-
tors and Lieutenant Governors
of other UTs.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy reiterated that the
Central Government was
obliged to grant Special
Category Status to Andhra
Pradesh as per the commit-
ment given in Parliament as a
precondition to bifurcation.

Turn to Page 4
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The Delhi Government has
directed schools in the

national Capital to grant a 30-
day relaxation to students in the
age criteria for nursery admis-
sions. 

“It is reiterated that age
relaxation of up to 30 days may
be granted at the level of the
heads of the school in both the
minimum and maximum age
limit. Therefore, any parent
seeking age relaxation in
respect of their ward, may
approach the school principal
through a manual application
for his or her consideration,”
the Directorate of Education
(DOE) said in a letter to
schools.

The age criterion has been
fixed by the DOE every year
since 2018 and relaxations have
been granted in previous ses-
sions too.

For admissions in nursery,
KG and class 1 there is an
upper limit. The child cannot
be more than four years of age
for admission in nursery as on
March 31, for KG it is five years
and for class 1 it is six years.

���� (:�77��

Amid an outcry over record
high petrol and diesel

prices, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday said the Centre and
State Governments will have to
together work out a mechanism
to bring retail rates to reason-
able levels.

As much as 60 per cent of
the retail price of petrol, which
shot above �100-mark in some
places in Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh and is at an
all-time high elsewhere in the
country, is made up of Central
and State taxes.

Taxes make up for about 56
per cent of the record high
diesel rates. Sitharaman, who
had increased Central Excise
duty on petrol and diesel by a
record margin last year to mop
up gains arising from interna-
tional oil prices plunging to
two-decade low, remained non-
committal on cutting taxes to
give relief to consumers.

“This is a very vexatious

issue. An issue in which no
answer except reducing the
price (of fuel) will convince
anyone. I know I am treading
on an area and whatever I may
say, to bring in the reality into
picture, will only sound like I
am obfuscating. I am avoiding
my answer. I am shifting the
blame,” she said addressing a
gathering at an event organised
by the Chennai Citizens’
Forum here.

She went on to explain the
tax structure and how produc-
tion cuts by oil cartel OPEC
and its allies had led to a rally
in the international oil prices,
leading to a hike in retail rates
in India. She, however, said the
answer may lie in bringing
petrol and diesel under the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime, which will end the
cascading impact of taxes and
bring uniformity.         

Currently, the Central
Government levies a fixed rate
of excise duty while states levy
different rates of VAT. 

Turn to Page 4
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China, in a video released
on social media as part of

psy-war, showcased the brav-
ery of an Indian Army officer
during the Galwan Valley
clashes in Eastern Ladakh.

The officer of Bihar
Regiment, who hails from the
Senapati district of Manipur
and was commissioned in
2018, was seen leading his men
from the front in Galwan
Valley during the confronta-
tion against the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA). He is a Captain in the
Indian Army.

The name of the Captain
has been withheld on request
from the Indian Army.

He received a Mention in
Despatches during Republic
Day this year. He was seen
walking unarmed towards the
Chinese PLA to stop trans-
gression into Indian territories.
India lost 20 soldiers in the
clash. China released this
video on Friday as part of its
psy-war to depict India’s
aggression during clashes in
Galwan Valley. The video went
viral on all the platforms of
social media.

The video was released
after China for the first time
accepted it lost four soliders
during the clash. The video
came a day ahead of military
commanders meeting to de-
escalate tensions at the LAC. 

Turn to Page 4
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More than 40,000 youth
from 10 districts of

Jammu division have so far
enrolled themselves to become
“proud” soldiers in order to
serve the country.

Each day large number of
youth hailing from frontier
districts of Rajouri, Poonch and
landlocked districts of Doda,
Kishtwar and Ramban, Reasi,
Samba, Udhampur, Kathua and
Jammu have been lining up
outside Sunjwan Military sta-
tion in Jammu to participate in
the first Army recruitment
rally in this region after a pro-
longed lockdown and Covid-19
restrictions.

Efforts made by the
Kashmir-based terrorist outfits
to radicalise the youth across
Jammu division have failed as
thousands of youth from ter-
rorism-infested districts are
coming out to join the Indian
Army.

Before participating in the
rally, the youth were provided
training by the local Army

units in remote areas so as to
build their stamina and prepare
them mentally and psycho-
logically to compete with the
youth from urban centres.

Far greater number of
youths from rural pockets are
taking part in the drive com-
pared to their counterparts
from urban centres.

In the absence of employ-
ment opportunities in remote
areas, joining Indian Army
remains a dream job for the
majority of the youth.

The Army recruitment
rally for various categories of
soldiers is being organised
under aegis of Tiger Division at
Sunjuwan Military Station

from February 15 to March 6.
Major General Vijay B

Nair, General Officer
Commanding, Tiger Division,
on Saturday reviewed the con-
duct of the recruitment rally.

The GOC was briefed by
Brigadier AP Singh,
Commander Shivalik Brigade,
and Director Recruiting,
Jammu, about various arrange-
ments including various secu-
rity, anti-touting and Covid-19
related measures.

Defence PRO Lt Col
Devender Anand said, “This is
the first Army recruitment

rally in this region after pro-
longed lockdown and Covid-19
restrictions. An overwhelming
response from the exuberant
youth has been recorded and
approximately 40,000 candi-
dates have registered online”.

Lt Col Anand said, “The
rally is witnessing immense
participation from the well
prepared local youth of all 10
districts of Jammu division
towards joining Indian Army.”
Covid-19 protocol is being fol-
lowed during the rally by all
participants and recruiting
staff, he added.
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Forgetting Soham from Bani —
Ishq Da Kalma is a nightmare
for the fans of Adhvik Mahajan.

Only if one would have saw that TV
show, one would understand the
craze of the character in the sweet
but short serial. But as they say, all
good things come to an end and so
did that show. 

However, that doesn’t mean
better things were not on their way.
A case in point is Zee TV’s latest Teri
Meri Ikk Jindri. The show has given
its fans a lot more than just
entertainment — Soham but in a
different avatar — Jogi.

Not only the fans, but Jogi aka
Adhvik  too is extremely excited to
play the character and be seen in a
challenging but fun avatar. 

“I got an offer for a film but since
I had already given my commitment
to this show, I said no to it. I don’t
know about other actors, but for me
satisfaction of work is  more
important than the medium. And
this show, I knew, was what I wanted
to do without any second thoughts,”
Mahajan says with a confident voice.

What attracted Mahajan towards
the character on the first place was
the challenges that it offered. “I don’t
share any similarities with Jogi
despite the fact that we both are
Punjabi. He is a lively person. He
knows how to be happy in every
situation which is, of course, not
possible practically. He knows the
way out of everything. To sum it up,
he is full of life and everything nice.
I knew it will be a task for me to play
such a role and that’s why I made up
my mind that this role is mine,”
Mahajan tells you with a smile.

Such was his curiosity or
excitement to play the role, that
Mahajan decided to walk an extra
mile and send an audition clip that
is hard to be rejected. And for this,
instead of recording in front of a
white wall, he shot in the fields, to
bring in the authenticity of the
character. That was, of course, a do
or die situation for Mahajan. “I
knew no one can play that role but
me. And I have to give an audition
that speaks for itself and which gets
selected at once. Hence, I gave it my
all with full energy and enthusiasm.
Fortunately, it got selected and the
team told me that nobody was able
to replicate my version. That did feel
great to hear,” he explains.

Not that the excitement faded
once he started shooting instead it

is growing even more. “I look
forward to going to the sets. The
atmosphere is so and comfortable
that it feels like my second home. I
share a good rapport with
Amandeep Sidhu (who plays Mahi)
and it adds to our performance.
When one enjoys the work he does,
the output is definitely good. This
can be one of the reason why people
are showering the show and us with
their love,” he asserts.

The preparation part, he says,
was tough too. He loves to spend
time with himself, unlike his
character, and during this me time
his focus was to improvise his
character. He took inspiration from
his father, who is a Punjabi of
course, to add minute details to Jogi.
“I also lost a few inches. That wasn’t
so hard, but the only challenge was
to get into the skin of the character
so well that it becomes a part of me,”
he says.

The journey from Soham to
Jogi, he says, is full of learnings.
“After Soham, people told me that
my life will change for the better and
that work will pour in from all
directions. However, the reality was
far away from this. I had no work for
about two years after that show. In
these seven years of my career, I have
shot for four years in totality and for
the rest three years I was out of work.
To make ends meet, I stepped into
a lot of side businesses as well. Some
of them worked, while others did
not. But there was never a moment
when I felt like quitting. That’s not
me. My father’s faith in me gave me
the motivation to fight. I used to
wake up every day with a smile, dress
up, go to auditions and get rejected.
But never gave up. One always learn
from their failures and so did I.
Having said that, it’s a no-brainer
that God has been always kind to
me,” he recalls.

Another learning, that many of
us have had in our life, Mahajan says,
is that he learnt to unmask fake
friendships. “There were people who
took a step back from me when I was
out of work. But that didn’t bother
me. I silently saw their actions.
Some of them even turned back to
me when I had work, but it is fine. I
have my best people with me and
they have always supported me. The
rest of the people are like puppets to
me, I just observe what they have in
store,” the actor who believes in
staying grounded says.
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There are many out there who love watching
series and wait for new ones to be released
because they have watched the old ones

too many times. They love the whole concept of
binge watching in order to find out how it all
ends. Most times the series comes in seasons and
one has to wait for the next and the next and the
next before one finds how it all ends.

But sometimes one hits a jackpot and we
come across limited episodes season. The good
part is that there aren’t many episodes six to
eight and therefore easy to go through at one
go even if they have 50 minutes per episode run
time.

The synopsis of Behind Her Eyes is good
enough to sink its teeth in you and one is
hooked even though it is not fast paced.
However, it doesn’t mean that the thrill,
mystery and intrigue is missing here. In fact,
all these are there in abundance and keeps the
attention. How can one go wrong with a story
where there is a psychiatrist who is married to
a person who can do astral projection and had
undergone treatment where she befriends a
man who has night terrors? Definitely a
subject-story worth sitting down and watching.
A bit convoluted but the end result — climax

is worth the gasp of surprise and do a double
take with ‘what the hell’!

The best part is that before the climax twist
reveals itself, one keeps wondering what is the
point of this parallel story and how are the two
linked. But director Eric Richter Strand, this
British series which moves smoothly into
horror gad some fantastic performances by the
leads.

Eve Hewson gives brilliant performance
here. Despite the fact that you hate her, she
endears herself such is the beauty with which
she plays her part. Simona Brown is just as good
if not better. Playing a divorced mom of an
eight-year-old, she plays Louise with excellence.
Tom Bateman who okays the psychiatrist,
David Ferguson, does his part rather brilliantly.
As a trouble stressed husband, he plays his part
convincingly.

The horror here is mostly psychological
rather than anything else. It is the events that
occur that are extremely distressing. Also, there
are a few questions that remain unanswered
which is a bit of a downer given that there may
not be another season since it does say limited
series even though with the twist that comes
at the end, one wished there was more to come.

So unless the makers decide to go
independent of the book, a 2017 novel by the
same name by Sarah Pinborough, the last
episode ends where and how it does.

Do not miss this dark psychological
thriller. — ��
������
����
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We saw her in Gone
Girl — a
psychological thriller

— where she played Amy the
girl/wife who goes missing
and the husband is the prime
suspect in her disappearance
and probable murder. Here, in
I Care A Lot, Pike manages the
audience to root for her even
as she ruthlessly goes about
destroying lives of countless
senior citizens by putting them
in care homes while she
appoints herself as their
guardian and takes control of
their money. 

I Care A Lot is the kind of
movie that makes you cringe
and wonder what kind of a
system allows one person to rule
and control others and second

that moneys makes the world go
round — corruption is universal
and a few bucks thrown here
and there is enough to get away
with almost anything. 

Pike who plays Marla, a
power hungry, greedy,
manipulative sociopath who
also happens to be gay essays the
role rather well. Not caring
about how it affects the lives of
others, she guts lives ruthlessly
and without a care or even
remorseful — her mantra that
she hates to be not rich — and
hence this scam that she has
going may sound ridiculous
and the plot unrealistic, but
Pike, via her acting, keeps the
interest, a revisit of Gone Girl
days. 

It is refreshing to see a film
that doesn’t have your typical
good hero who wins in the end.
A dark twisted thriller that
makes for an interesting watch.
But if you hate such subject
movies, stay as far away as
possible.

— ��
������
����
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The Economic Offences Wing (EOW) of Delhi Police has
arrested a 41-year-old man who had allegedly duped sev-

eral people by inducing them in his ponzy scheme to the
tune of �8 crores.

The accused has been identified as Gopal Dalapati, who
was arrested by the EOW police team outside gate no 2 of
Saket Court Complex pon February 18.

According to Dr O P Mishra, the Joint Commissioner
of Police, EOW, the First Information Report (FIR) was reg-
istered on the complaint of Gopal Singh and other com-
plainants in which they have alleged that they have been
induced by alleged company Weird Infrastructure
Corporation Ltd. and Weird Industries Limited through their
director and representatives to invest in their small savings
schemes for better return. 

“It has been alleged that accused persons cheated the
small investors in the name of doubling and tripling the
invested amount on maturity. The accused persons also
issued Debenture Certificates and collected huge amounts
about 8 Crores. After collecting the huge amounts, the com-
pany closed their offices and ran away,” said the Joint CP.

“During probe, it was revealed that the accused along
with his associates launched schemes for high returns to vic-
tims. Accused persons with his associates had operated their
illegal business from Kolkata and Delhi by opening their
offices. After collecting around eight Crores from victims,
the alleged companies closed their offices in Kolkata and
Delhi and disappeared,” said the Joint CP. 
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday

embarked on the importance of
promoting the manufacturing
sector and start-ups for the eco-
nomic progress of India. 

Addressing the Niti Aayog
Governing Council Meeting,
he said that the Central and
State Governments should
come together to build manu-
facturing hubs across the coun-
try, to provide facilities and give
tax breaks to MSMEs, manu-
facturers, and industrialists,
for import substitutes and
exports. 

" India has never given
importance to the manufac-
turing sector in the last 70 years
and it is lagging behind in this
sector, which has made China
capture the markets. It is nec-
essary to aggressively pursue
manufacturing for India's eco-
nomic progress, creation of
jobs, and GDP growth, he

added. 
The Chief Minister also

said that the youth possesses
the potential and the energy to
start new businesses which is
why India needs to aggressive-
ly promote start-ups to create
jobs in the country.

Kejriwal said, "I would like
to shift  PM's focus to two
issues. In the last 70 years, our
country has never given impor-
tance to the manufacturing
sector, as a result of which peo-
ple are leaving the manufac-
turing sector and are moving
towards the trading and service
sectors. Our country is lagging
behind in the manufacturing
sector." 

"We witnessed that India
had to confront two issues in
the last year. First is COVID,
which hugely affected the man-
ufacturing sector and many
jobs were lost. Secondly, on one
hand, we saw how China has
been challenging us on the bor-
der, and on the other hand, it

has captured our markets and
Chinese products are replacing
Indian products on a large
scale. We should aggressively
pursue manufacturing," he said.

The chief minister said,
"The youth of our country
needs to come to the forefront.
The youth possesses the poten-
tial and the energy to start new
businesses. If the Central and
State governments come
together and provide facilities
to our youth, we will have a
huge contribution to the
progress of the nation."
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Delhi Police has registered a case against former
Bahujan Samajwadi Party (BSP), MP Akbar Ahmad

'Dumpy' after a complaint was recieved by Delhi Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) vice-president Shazia Ilmi accusing him
of misbehaving with her at a private party.

According to a senior police official, Ilmi alleged that
Ahmad allegedly started "misbehaving with her and
passed lewd remarks" at a dinner party in Delhi's Vasant
Kunj area on February 5.

Ingit Pratap Singh, the DCP, Southwest district said that
they received a complaint from Illmi, and based on it, the
case was registered against Akbar Ahmad 'Dumpy' on
February 7. The DCP said that an investigation is under-
way. Ilmi on Saturday alleged Ahmad was "very much abu-
sive and humiliating" towards her at the gathering. She said
a complaint was filed by her with the police. Police said the
case was registered under sections 506 (threatening) and
509 (word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty
of a woman) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
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Delhi Police has arrested two brothers for allegedly killing
a person who used to  physically assault one of them

in north Delhi’s Sadar Bazar area.
The accused have been identified as Ram (34) and

Kamal (40), residents of Basti Julhan, Sadar Bazar.
According to Anto Alphonse, the Deputy Commissioner

of Police (DCP), North district, the complainant Suresh
Kumar reported that on Friday around 9:30 pm, he was pre-
sent in his house when he heard noise from street.

“He reached at Sarla Chowk, Basti Julahan, where he
saw that Ram was quarrelling with his brother-in-law Jai
Kishan alias Jacky (34). During quarrel, Ram went to his
house and immediately returned with one knife along with
his elder brother Kamal. Kamal caught Jacky and Ram
stabbed him on his stomach. Meanwhile, one local resident
Saurav tried to save Jacky but Ram also assaulted him with
knife,” said the DCP.

“Saurav got down and the knife hit him at the back-
side of his neck and he ran away from the spot to save his
life. Jacky also tried to escape but the accused pushed him
on road. They kicked him multiple times and then fled from
the spot,” said the DCP. “Jacky was rushed to Hindu Rao
Hospital, where he was declared brought dead, while Sourav
is out of danger. During investigation, police apprehend-
ed Ram and Kamal,” said the DCP.
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Leaders of Aam Aadmi Party,
Bharatiya Janata Party and

Congress visited Chandni Chowk
Old Hanuman Temple on Saturday
and chanted Hanuman Chalisa.

AAP senior leader and MCD in-
charge  Durgesh Pathak prayed for
world peace at Lord Hanuman's tem-
ple in along with the residents of 
the area. 

Pathak said that the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation had demol-
ished this temple of Lord Hanuman
but the people have re-built it with
their faith. "People choose their gov-
ernment with trust and expectations,
we are doing everything possible to
fulfill their expectations. The BJP in
Delhi has crushed the trust and expec-
tations of the people. The people of
Delhi are perturbed by the BJP's rule
in the MCD, and they want to entrust
the AAP government with this respon-
sibility," he added.

Reacting to this, Delhi BJP
Spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said that it is sad that AAP
leader Durgesh Pathak has vitiated the
atmosphere by giving a political state-
ment after visiting the Hanuman
Mandir rebuilt by local people at

Chandni Chowk.
The original Mandir at Chandni

Chowk was demolished as a part of
Delhi Government's beautification
plan on Court's order, he said.

The day long chanting rituals
was also led by Delhi Congress Vice
President Mudit Aggarwal.

The ancient Hanuman temple
located in Chandni Chowk was
demolished a few days ago the Delhi
Municipal Corporation. Talking to
media, Aggarwal blamed chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal terming him an
outsider and thus the Chief Minister
has neither any knowledge of the cul-
ture of Delhi nor of Chandni Chowk
area.

"Even though the people voted
him and made him CM, but the truth
is that he has nothing to do with pub-
lic emotions. Both the Delhi govern-
ment and the BJP's MCD are engaged
in manipulating the public by doing
politics of mere allegation," Aggarwal
said in a Press statement.

Aggarwal also said that the Delhi
Congress has started a movement ,
which led to demonstrations there,
recited Hanuman Chalisa and creat-
ed a mass movement. "The local peo-
ple pitched in and now the temple has
been restored," he added.
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Delhi Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot said that 5,534 new electric three-wheel-
ers have been registered in the national Capital since the launch of 'Electric

Vehicle" (EV) policy in Delhi.
Since the launch of the policy in August 2020, three wheelers emerge as the

highest selling EV segment in Delhi. 5534 new EV three-wheelers have been reg-
istered, with more users coming forward to make the switch. 

In the second week of the Delhi government's Switch Delhi campaign, many
users, environmentalists, celebrities and industry leaders have come forward to
express their support and applaud the campaign. 

The campaign focused on generating awareness on the benefits of EV three-
wheelers along with the benefits offered under the Delhi EV policy for those who
want to make the switch from ICE (Internal Combustion Engine) vehicles to elec-
tric.  "We are constantly receiving positive feedback from OEMs that a lot of peo-
ple have expressed interest to make the switch from ICE to electric. Delhi gov-
ernment has led the way in promoting e-rickshaws for the last few years by giv-
ing a subsidy of Rs 30,000. After the EV policy, the same subsidy has been extend-
ed to e carts/loaders and e-autos," he said. 

“Subsidies provided by the Delhi government under Delhi’s EV policy on elec-
tric three wheeler autos reduce the total cost of ownership of the electric three-
wheeler by up to 26 per cent. By switching to electric three wheeler auto, an indi-
vidual buyer can save approximately Rs 29,000 annually. Similarly, the subsidies
provided on electric three wheeler e-rikshaw under the policy reduce the total cost
of ownership by up to 33 per cent,” Gahlot said.

Delhi’s EV policy and the Switch Delhi campaign have been well-applauded
by environmentalists, celebrities, and the industry.  Switch Delhi is an eight-week
mass awareness campaign by the Delhi Government to sensitize each and every
Delhiite about the benefits of switching to EVs to the environment as well as to
make them aware of the incentives and infrastructure being developed under Delhi’s
EV policy.  The campaign aims at informing, encouraging, and motivating each
and every person in Delhi to switch from polluting vehicles to zero-emission elec-
tric vehicles.

�14�.������������
��
��������������������

*+$+���%(,����$ ��6���/6��(��	���
����������
(�
�����(���'�:
���
�
<���������
���(�
���


������
����	

�
��
�
����
�
�����������
�����������	�����	���



�������!-����������*������ *�������� +,-�+.+,

�� � �:5�,���,

Voting in the civic polls in
Six major cities of Gujarat

will be held between 7am and
5pm on Sunday amid tight
security and adherence to
COVID-19 norms, officials
said.

The municipal corpora-
tion elections in Ahmedabad,
Surat, Vadodara, Rajkot,
Bhavnagar and Jamnagar are
being seen as a test for Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani as it may
set the tone for the 
Assembly polls slated for next
year. Votes will be cast for a
total of 575 seats with each
ward having four corporators,
and 2,276 candidates, com-
prising 577 from the BJP, 566
from the Congress, 470 from
AAP, 91 from NCP, 353 from
other parties and 228
Independents, are in the fray,
officials informed.

“The total number of vot-
ers in the six cities stands at

1.14 crore, comprising 60.60
lakh men and 54.06 lakh
women. Of the 11,121 polling
booths, 2,255 are sensitive and
1,188 have been designated as
very sensitive,” a poll official
said.  

Votes will be counted on
February 23, following which,
on February 28, polls to 31 dis-
trict and 231 taluka panchay-
ats, as well as 81 municipalities
will be held, he added.

During the campaign, the
BJP played the “development”
card, while the Congress, which
has been out of power in these
local bodies for a long time
now, cited “lack of amenities”
and the recent fuel price hike
to turn the tide.

The Aam Aadmi Party has
claimed it would be an effective
alternative to the BJP and
Congress, while Asaduddin
Owaisi's AIMIM will make its
local bodies poll debut having
fielded 21 candidates in six
wards in Ahmedabad.

Ayodhya: An 83-year-old
Faizabad resident, who is said
to have arranged last rites over
25,000 unclaimed bodies in last
25 years and was chosen for a
Padma Shri last year, is suffer-
ing from serious ailments but
is unable to afford treatment
due to poverty.

Mohammad Shareef, also
known as “messiah of lawarais
lashen”, was found bed-ridden
when this PTI correspondent
visited his home in Mohalla
Khirki Ali Beg on Thursday. 

With Shareef Chacha,
as he is fondly called in his
neighbourhood, lying virtual-
ly unconscious on his bed, his
family members said they were

still hoping for some pension to
him against his award so that
they could afford his treatment.

Mohammad Shareef 's
son Shageer said they had got
a letter from the Union Home
Ministry last year informing his
father that he was chosen for
the Padma Shri award.

The letter dated January
31, 2020 from Union Home
Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla
further said the date for con-
ferring the award upon him
would be shortly communi-
cated, said Shageer.

He said his father was cho-
sen for being conferred the
award on the recommendation
of BJP MP Lallu Singh from

Faizabad.
On being asked about the

status of the award, Singh too
expressed surprise and asked,
“Has he still not received the
award?”

“Ok, I will look into it,” he
promised.

Shageer said he worked as
a private driver and earned Rs
7,000 a month, while his
father's treatment alone costs
over Rs 4,000 a month.
“We are having very difficult
times. We are unable to meet
even household expenses. Due
to the lack of money, we are not
able to afford even proper
treatment for my father,” he
said. PTI

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
on Saturday registered 4,650
new Covid-19 cases and 13
related deaths taking the total
number of those affected in the
state by the deadly virus to
10.30 lakh.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said thestate has test-
ed 65,968 samples in the last 24
hours and the test positivity
rate was 7.06 per cent.  Till now,
1.09 crore samples have been
tested by the state.

“Out of the total cases
reported today, 76 reached the
state from outside while 4,253
contracted the disease through
their contacts.

The sources of infection of
295 are yet to be traced. Twenty
six health workers are also
among the infected,” Vijayan
said in a press meet.

Meanwhile, 5,841 people
recuperated from the disease
on Saturday taking the total

recoveries in the state to
9,67,630. Currently, there are
58,606 people are under treat-
ment in the state.

There are 2,47,780 people
under observation in the state
out of which 8,989 are in iso-
lation wards of various hospi-
tals. PTI

Bengaluru: Urging people to
take necessary  precautions,
while cautioning about the pos-
sible second wave of Covid-19,
Karnataka Health Minister K
Sudhakar on Saturday said
according to experts till March
end it is crucial.

Also ruling out any COVID
curbs like lockdown or curfew
measures in Karnataka for now,

he said the state has not come to
that situation and all necessary
precautions were being taken so
that the state does not reach such
a stage. The Minister also said
the health departmentis seek-
ingcooperation from Home and
Revenue departments besides
district administrations to con-
trol COVID spread in districts
bordering Kerala and
Maharashtra, states that have
seen a spike in cases in recent
days.

Karnataka has issued new
guidelines mandating all those
coming from Kerala and
Maharashtra to the state to
carry a negative RT-PCR test
report not older than 72 hours.

“There are laws on one side,
but civic senseis also required in
protecting our own health, so
people of the state have to
understand and make necessary
changes in their conduct by fol-
lowing necessary precautions...
Till March end is an important
stage according to the technical

advisory committee report,”
Sudhakar said.

Speakingto reporters here,
he said necessary precautions
have to be taken at least till
March end by compulsorilyfol-
lowing things like wearing
masks, maintaining distance,
and all those who have the
opportunity should get vacci-
nated.  “The Union Health
Ministry has said vaccinations
are likely to be given to common
citizens from March....Now
frontline warriorsand health
workersshould take vaccines,” he
said.

Further stating that there
is no spike in the number of
cases in Karnataka and the mor-
tality rate is 1.3 per cent, the
Minister said, “we will have to
stop the possible second wave in
the same way.”

“There is a senseabout the
second wave coming in
Maharashtra and Kerala.It
should not come in our state, we
have to control it,” he said. PTI
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Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
took a major step forward in its
progress towards a knowledge
society with theinauguration of
the country's first Digital
University, based in Technocity
at Mangalapuram near here on
Saturday.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan presided overthe func-
tion, where Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan, who is also
the Chancellor of theKerala
University of Digital Sciences,
Innovation and
Te c h n o l o g y ( K U D S I T ) ,
unveiled the varsity plaque.

Both the Governor and the
Chief Minister addressed the

function through video con-
ferencing.

In his inaugural
address,Khan said the launch of
the Digital University is part of
the state'sresolve to embrace
new technologies and desire to
use them for bringing positive
changes in the life of people
and become a global hub for
higher learning and technolo-
gy.

Praising the state govern-
ment for recent initiatives in
higher education including the
launch of Sree Narayana Guru
Open University, the Governor
said “In any aspect of life,
knowledge brings courage,

understanding, acceptance,
unity and also liberates us
from the clutches of igno-
rance.”

“Thesociety expects the
Digital University to provide
intellectual support to lap up
the new world of opportunities
arising through artificial intel-
ligence (AI), Blockchain, Data
Analytics and other digital
transformation courses,” he
said.

In his address, the CM
said the launch of the first
Digital University in the coun-
try would open tremendous
opportunities for 
youngsters. PTI

Kanpur: The minor girl, who
was found along with her two
cousins in an agriculture field
in a village in Unnao district,
was taken off ventilator support
on Saturday after showing
improvement, a senior police
official said.

The girl has shown
improvement and doctors
decided to take her off the ven-
tilator, Kanpur Deputy IG
Preetinder Singh said.

The girl is still not in a
condition to speak to the police
and narrate the incident, the
DIG said.

The doctors are constant-
ly monitoring the girl's condi-
tion and taking care of her, he
said.

Heavy deployment of
police force has been made at
the hospital to ensure the safe-
ty and security of the girl.

On primary assessment,
the girl was found in shock. As
a suspected case of poisoning,
she was shifted to the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) at the paedi-
atric ward, the medical bulletin
issued by the private hospital,
where she is undergoing treat-
ment, said.

The victim was admitted
to the hospital in intubated
condition and was on bag and
tube ventilation. Later, she was
shifted to the ICU and
treatment was given to her, the
medical bulletin further 
stated.

On Saturday, the third day
of treatment, the girl was put
off the ventilator and has been
going through spontaneous
respiration, it added. PTI
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Gopeshwar (U'khand): A
Chamoli court has sentenced a
man to 10 years in jail for rap-
ing a minor girl.

Chamoli's District and
Sessions Judge R P Chauhan on
Friday sentenced Girish Lal to 10
years' rigorous imprisonment
besides imposing upon him a
fine of Rs 10,000 for abducting
and raping a minor girl in 2018,
special public prosecutor Mohan
Pant said. An FIR had been
lodged against Lal in the case in
2018 and a trial against him was
conducted in a Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) court, he said. PTI 

Bengaluru: Senior Congress
leader  Siddaramaiah on
Saturday said he is having a
Ram temple constructed in
his village, as he urged those
involved in collection of dona-
tions for the Ram Mandir at
Ayodhya to be accountable to
the people of the country, as it
is public money.

Accusing the BJP of play-
ing with the emotions of peo-
ple in the name of god, the for-
mer Chief Minister said he too
has faith in god, but for him
beliefs are personal issues and
should not be used as a politi-
cal tool.

“.. There is nothingthat
only those who have given the

money should ask for accounts.
What I have said is, in the past
too money and bricks were col-
lected for Ram Mandir during
Ayodhya agitation... did they
account for it?” Siddaramaiah
said.

Speaking to reporters in
Mysuru, he said, it is said that
Rs 1,500 crore has been col-
lected so far, an account should
be given, all 135 crore people
might not have given, but it is
public money.

“I'm not mentioning about
any corruption, but an account
has to be given.. They are
accountable... If they don't give
an account, doesn't it give rise
to suspicion about misuse?” he

asked, adding that those col-
lecting donations are account-
able to the people of the coun-
try.

He was responding to a
BJP leaders' statements ques-
tioning who Siddaramaiah was
to seek an account, when he has

not given any donations.
Siddaramaiah had earlier in the
week said that he will not give
a donation to build Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya since it will
be built in a disputed place.

The Leader of Opposition
in the state assembly accused
theBJP of trying to gain sym-
pathy as partof its propaganda
inthe name of God.

People are giving money
for Sri Rama and his temple,
not for BJP, he said adding that
“there are Ram Mandirs every-
where, also in villages, not
only in Ayodhya.. I also have a
Ramtemple constructed in my
village..The public have con-
tributed to it.” 
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Patna: Bihar police have pulled
up their socks in the aftermath
of the death of five people due
to the consumption of spurious
liquor in Muzaffarpur.

The five deaths were report-
ed in Dargah village under the
Katra police station on
Thursday. Amit Kumar, ADG,
(law and order), said the victims
are suspected to have consumed
some poisonous country-made
liquor which resulted in their
deaths. However, the actual rea-
son will be clear only after the
autopsy and viscera reports are
out. IANS
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Dehradun: Rescuers on
Saturday continued clearing a
tunnel of the disaster hit
Tapovan project in Chamoli
district in Uttarakhand and
also searched other places to
find more bodies.

Due to heavy water and
sludge, excavation work is
going on at a slow pace inside
the tunnel where 13 bodies out
of the 25-35 buried people
have been recovered so far, top
police officials said.

The tunnel has already
been dug at a level of 166m
deep and 6m in slope. Water is
continuously being pumped
out of the tunnel, officials said.

Rescuers had recovered
one body at Helang area near
Joshimath on Friday even as
they used dog squads, binocu-
lars, rafts and other equip-
ment in their search operation
for 142 missing persons. Nearly
204 persons went missing after
the February 7 deluge in the
Rishiganga river.

A total of 62 bodies have
been recovered so far after the
recovery of two bodies inside
the tunnel on Thursday. Due to
the presence of water and
sludge inside the tunnel, the
excavation work is being ham-
pered. The operation is going
on at a slow pace due to the
presence of heavy sludge and
also as a precautionary measure
to bring out the bodies with
maximum care.

During the excavation
work inside the tunnel, 13
bodies have been found so far.
The rescuers are working on
two major places - one inside
the tunnel and other at the
remains of the Rishiganga pro-
ject in Reni. Sniffer dogs are
also being used in the rescue
operation near Reni village.

A total of 12 teams of
SDRF are searching for bodies
using binoculars, sniffer dogs
and rafts from Reni village to
downstream Srinagar town
area. IANS
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From Page 1
“Rapid industrialization of

the State is possible only if SCS
is accorded,” he asserted in his
speech during the virtual meet-
ing. He also sought quick
approval of revised estimates of
Polavaram project.

Punjab Chief Minister
skipped the meeting as he was
reportedly indisposed.

The agenda of the meeting
included deliberations on agri-
culture, infrastructure, manu-
facturing, human resource
development, service delivery
at grassroots level, health and
nutrition.

The sixth meeting wit-
nessed the entry of Ladakh for
the first time, in addition to the
participation of Jammu and

Kashmir as a Union Territory.
Prime Minister said India

has made up its mind to
progress rapidly and doesn’t
want to lose time.

He said the positive
response received for this year’s
Budget has expressed the mood
of the nation and the youth is
playing a pivotal role in setting
the mood. 

“AatmaNirbhar Bharat
campaign is the way to build an
India that produces not only for
its own needs but also for the
world. He said, country’s pri-
vate sector is also coming for-
ward with energy”, said Modi.

He said the fund allocated
for infrastructure in the current
Budget is highly appreciated
and it will generate employ-
ment for thousands. 

Modi said, since 2014, over
2.4 crore houses have been built

in rural and urban India. He
said, another innovative ini-
tiative is going on in which
houses are being built by mod-
ern technology in six cities.

In the last 18 months since
Jal Jeevan Mission came into
existence over 3.5 crore rural
households have been con-
nected with piped water con-
nections.

He said, ‘BharatNet
scheme’ has also become a
major game changing feature to
give internet connectivity to
remote villages across the
nation. 

Prime Minister said the
Central Government has intro-
duced Production Linked
Incentive, PLI schemes for var-
ious sectors. He said, this is an
excellent opportunity to
increase manufacturing in the
country and States should also

take full advantage of this
scheme and attract more and
more investment. He said pol-
icy framework and cooperation
between Centre and state is also
very important.

Modi said a holistic
approach has been adopted
over the years, from agriculture
to animal husbandry to fish-
eries. He said, as a result, the
country’s agricultural exports
have increased significantly
even during Corona.

Prime Minister said ease of
living and ease of doing busi-
ness will go hand in hand. Laws
and regulations have to be
amended for brighter future of
the nation.

He made a strong pitch for
repealing archaic laws and
making it easier to do business
in India stating that the centre
and states need to work close-

ly to boost economic growth.
Prime Minister stressed

on the need to promote inno-
vation and use technology as
much as possible. He said every
State and every district in the
country has a speciality and
potential and government is
shortlisting and value-adding
to these thousands of products
hailing from different districts
through marketing for 
exports.

Modi said in past few years
opening of bank accounts,
increase in vaccination and
health facilities, free electrici-
ty connection, free gas con-
nection to empower the poor
has reflected a phenomenal
change in their lives. The Prime
Minister expressed happiness
that during the COVID period
people saw how Centre and
States worked together. 

From Page 1
Given the smooth with-

drawal of troops from Pangong,
sources said India was hopeful
that pullback could take place
soon from the other friction
points too.

On February 11, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
announced in Parliament that
India and China reached an
agreement on disengagement
in the North and South banks
of Pangong lake that mandates
both sides to “cease” forward
deployment of troops in a
“phased, coordinated and ver-
ifiable” manner.

Under the agreement, he
said, China will pull back its
troops to the east of Finger 8
areas in the northern bank of
Pangong lake while the Indian
personnel will be based at their
permanent base at Dhan Singh
Thapa Post near Finger 3 in the
region. Similar action would
take place on the south bank of
the lake as well, he said.

In his statement in
Parliament, the Defence
Minister also said it was agreed
to convene the next meeting of
senior commanders of both
sides within 48 hours of com-
pletion of the disengagement in
the Pangong lake areas so as to
resolve all other remaining
issues.

At present, more than one
lakh troops besides tanks and
heavy artillery guns from both
sides are deployed in forward
areas near the LAC in Ladakh
since the face-offs began in
May last year. Incidentally, the
first stand-off took place at the
Pangong Lake. It saw the sol-
diers from two sides exchang-
ing blows and some of them
received injuries.

From Page 1
Under GST, the two would

merge and bring uniformity, solv-
ing the problem of  fuel rates being
higher in states with higher VAT.

“What I am saying is that this
is a vexatious issue and no Minister
can ever convince anybody because
Indians being Indians and I am one
of them, (will not be convinced),”
she said.

“It is a matter of fact that both
Centre and States will have to
talk.”         Stating that the states levy
ad valorem rates of sales tax or VAT
which help them get more revenue
whenever prices go up, she said it
won’t serve any purpose if the
Centre were to take the moral high
ground and bring down excise duty
to zero.    “I can do that (cut taxes)
if I have a certain guarantee that my
revenue foregone will not be an
opportunity for somebody else to
get into this space and gain that,”
she said.

“If all of us are talking about
consumer prices (on fuel to) come
down (and the) tax raised by the
Centre, tax raised by the states are
not holier than one another.” The

taxes by centre and states equal, she
said.

Fuel retailers, who were given
pricing freedom over the years,
daily decide on retail rates depend-
ing on benchmark international
prices and foreign exchange rates.

“Technically, the oil prices
have been freed and the govern-
ment has no control over it,” she
said hoping international oil prices
will come down.   India is 85 per
cent dependent on imports to
meet its oil needs and so retail rates
are linked to international prices.
“So long and short of it is (that) the
states and the Centre have to sit
together and see whether there is
a way in which the retail price of
fuel is at a reasonable level,” she
said.

Sitharaman said as a finance
minister she cannot be one minis-
ter in the Union government to say
how much the price can be
decreased and whether that would
not guarantee the States to earn
more money.        “Because every
government needs more money,
needs revenue and at the same time
I can see a relief that not one addi-

tional paisa is being demanded
from the taxpayers (from the bud-
get),” she said.

Asked whether bringing the
fuel prices under Goods and
Service Tax would lead to an
answer, she said, “it can be.”      “But
to get it (fuel prices) under GST
needs to be a thorough discussion
in the GST Council (comprising
Centre and the states),” she said.

The finance minister said if
the GST Council agrees on one rate
then all over the country there can
be one fuel price rather than
Chennai being more expensive
than New Delhi or New Delhi more
expensive than Mumbai.

“That anomaly can be
addressed if it is under GST. And
that can be just one tax which can
be shared by both Centre and
State,” she said.      Petrol and diesel
prices have been increased for 12
straight days, taking them to an all
time high of Rs 97 per litre for
petrol in Mumbai and over Rs 88
mark for diesel.   Retail pump prices
differ from state-to-state depend-
ing on the local taxes (VAT) and
freight. PTI 

From Page 1
The tenth Corps commander meeting between

India and China, began at 10 am on Saturday.
The Indian Army didn’t react to the video of the

clash released by China and maintained silence over
the issue. India and China have been engaged in a
ten-month-long standoff at the Line of Actual
Control. The confrontations began on the north bank
of Pangong Lake, both in the waters and the bank
as Chinese incursions increased in early May last year.
On February 10, disengagement began at the
northen and southern banks of Pangong Lake.
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The Enforcement
Directorate has filed a pros-

ecution complaint
(chargesheet) against Punjab-
based Kudos Chemie Ltd. and
its directors for forging docu-
ments to seek loan from a con-
sortium of banks and diverting
the funds to the tune of about
�350 crore.

The agency said it has filed
the Prosecution Complaint
against Kudos Chemie Ltd.,
Kudos Holdings Pvt Ltd. and its
directors, Jitendra Singh and
Gurmeet Sodhi before the
Special Court (PMLA),
Chandigarh under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

The ED initiated the inves-
tigation on the basis of a CBI
FIR dated April 7, 2017 under
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
Sections relating to cheating,
forgery and criminal conspira-
cy for bank fraud with the con-
sortium of banks led by Punjab
National Bank.  

“The ED investigation
revealed that

Jitendra Singh and
Gurmeet Sodhi, directors of
Kudos Chemie Ltd, prepared

forged export bills and got
them discounted with the banks
fraudulently. They also divert-
ed loan funds to the related
concern Kudos Holdings Pvt.
Ltd. being a shell company and
through round-tripping showed
the diverted funds as their own
capital and took more loans
from the banks. Directors of the
company alsoused company
loan funds for buying proper-
ties in individual names. In

thiscase, the immovable prop-
erties amounting to �343 crore
stand attached by ED,”it said. 

Further investigation, in
this case, is in progress, it
added.  

Meanwhile, in a separate
case, the ED has filed a
Supplementary Prosecution
Complaint before the Special
Court of Bharat Parashar,
Special Judge (PC Act), New
Delhi under PMLA in a case of
illegal allocation of coal block
in Jharkhand against Domco
Pvt. Ltd. and its directors Binay
Prakash, Rita Prakash and their
two other firms. 

The agency initiated inves-
tigation on the basis of a CBI
FIR under IPC sections relating
to criminal conspiracy and
cheating against Domco Pvt.
Ltd. and its promoters/directors
and other unknown persons for
submitting false information
with dishonest intention to the
authorities while applying for a
captive coal block and securing
allocation of “Lalgarh (North)”
coal block in West Bokaro
Coalfield, Jharkhand. The irreg-
ular allocation led to a pecu-

niary benefit of �7 crores to the
accused Binay Prakash who
offered to sell the shares of the
company on premium, afteral-
location of the coal block to the
Ranchi-based firm. 

Further investigation
revealed that the accused Binay
Prakash placed the Proceeds of
Crime in the banking system
and subsequently the amount
was siphoned off/
routed/invested through the
entities of Binay Prakash group
owned/controlled by him.
Identified assets in form of
immovable properties held in
the name of Binay Prakash
group amounting to �3.96
crores and movable properties
amounting to �3.04 crores were
provisionally attached. The
Adjudicating Authority under
PMLA has already

confirmed attached prop-
erties worth �6.88 crores and
properties worth �12 lakhs are
under the process of confir-
mation, it said. 

Earlier, a Prosecution
Complaint under PMLA was
filed before the court here on
December 13, 2018.
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Acombination of robust vac-
cination programmes and

strict physical distancing rules
could avoid recurring peaks of
Covid-19 without the need to
rely on stay-at-home restric-
tions. This is the suggestion by
epidemiologists and demogra-
phers from WorldPop at the
University of Southampton, in
collaboration with The Chinese
University of Hong Kong. The
findings are published in the
journal Nature Human
Behaviour.

In their study, they used
anonymised mobile phone
geolocation data with epi-
demiological and coronavirus
case data from China to model
the potential impact of vacci-
nation and physical distancing
on virus transmission.

They predicted the effect of
different combinations of inter-
ventions on low, medium and
high density cities in the coun-
try.

The impact of physical dis-
tancing in containing future
resurgences of Covid-19
depends greatly on the intensi-
ty of measures, population den-
sity, and the availability of vac-
cines across geographical areas
and time. The researchers set
out to gain a greater under-
standing of the relationship
between these factors.

The team predicts that in
most cities, vaccination pro-
grammes and physical distanc-
ing combined will be enough to
contain virus resurgence with-
out the need to greatly restrict
population mobility.
Containment in this study was
defined as maintaining a low
transmission rate, or ‘R’ below
one.

The researchers report cities

with medium and high density
populations will need both vac-
cination and distancing to pre-
vent future intense waves of
Covid-19, until herd immuni-
ty is reached. However, they
suggest cities with low popula-
tions and effective vaccination
could fully interrupt transmis-
sion without the need for phys-
ical distancing. In all cities, full
‘stay-at-home’ lockdowns would
no longer be necessary.

The team’s results also sug-
gest strong physical distancing
interventions implemented for
short periods of time may be
more effective than mild, longer
term ones.

The author and spatial epi-
demiologist, Dr Shengjie Lai,
Senior Research Fellow in
Geography and Environmental
Sciences at the University of
Southampton said, “Our
research provides a framework
and set of outputs that can be
used by policy-makers and pub-
lic health authorities to identi-
fy appropriate levels of inter-
vention to keep Covid-19 out-
breaks in check over time.

“Although our study was
based on data from China, our
methods and findings are
applicable to cities worldwide
with similar levels of population
density and social contact pat-
terns.”

Director of WorldPop,
Professor Andy Tatem, added:
“Previous studies have assumed
that when people reduce mobil-
ity, they proportionately reduce
their social contacts, but this
isn’t necessarily the case and as
more SARS-CoV-2 vaccines
come online, there is an urgent
need to understand the rela-
tionship between these factors,
so we can adjust and tailor inter-
ventions and open up sections
of society in a safer way.”
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Like ‘one nation, one ration
card’, the Government is

working to have ‘one nation,
one standard’ in order to
ensure quality products in
the country. Reviewing the
work of Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution Minister Piyush
Goyal on Saturday said, it’s
time to embark on Mission
one nation one standard and
make India the leader in set-

ting global benchmarks in
setting standards. Goyal said,
no one should feel the need to
go abroad to get quality 
certification. Saying lab test-
ing in India should be of
world standards, Goyal said,
modern equipment and latest
technologies should be used
there.

The Minister stressed that
strength and character of
nation is often exemplified by
the standards it sets for the
quality of its products and
services.

Currently, the Bureau of
Indian Standard (BIS) is the
only national  body that
frames standards. It has come
out with over 20,000 stan-
dards for various products
and services so far. There are
also about 50-odd agencies
that have framed about 400
standards in the country.
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In an order aimed at sending
a message to private sector

companies ignoring the rights
of their disabled employees, the
Court of Chief Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities
(CCPD), under the Union
Social Justice and
Empowerment Ministry, has
asked a Ghaziabad-based pri-
vate firm to restore the job of
a worker who was terminated
from the service after he met
with a mishap, causing him 60
per cent locomotor disability.

The case pertains to one
Tusarkanta Pattanayak, who
worked with a private firm,
BioMed Pvt Ltd, since 2006.
On December 30, 2016, while
in the office when he was not
feeling well, his company
manager advised him to get
medicine from the nearby
dispensary and take rest. But
as his fate would have it,
Pattanayak met with a serious
accident on his way to the dis-
pensary. It made him perma-
nently disabled (locomotor
disability at 60 per cent).

However,  instead of
empathising with Pattanayak’s
condition, his company pres-
sured him to quit the job. In
2019, the company handed
him a termination letter, the
complainant alleged in his

petition before the CCPD
which he had moved for jus-
tice.

The Employee State
Insurance (ESI) too rejected
his application seeking pen-
sion as it contended that his
case does not fall within the
purview of the existing rules.

Commissioner for
Persons with Disability Upma
Srivastava after hearing both
the sides on January 12, 2021
observed that the employer of
Pattanayak violated employ-
ment rights of the latter as
guaranteed under the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016.

“Section 20(4) of the Act
lays down that if any employ-
ee acquires disability during
course of his employment, he
shall not be dispensed with his
services; further, such employ-
ee cannot be even reduced in
rank or pay scale. Though,
Section 20(4) lays down man-
date for government estab-
lishments. Yet, this court, con-
sidering the objectives of
RPwD Act 2016, concludes
that effect of this provision
must also be extended to non-
government establishments.
“

In her order she further
said that “Objective of this Act
is to assimilate the
Divyangjans into main stream

society so that they can spend
their life with dignity and
enjoy their basic fundamental
rights equally with others. If
private establishments shall be
left out of scope of Section
20(4) it may amount to creat-
ing hinderance in path of
achieving aims and objectives
sought to be achieved by
RPwD Act, 2016.”

Therefore, said Srivastava,
this court by exercising its suo
motu powers to investigate,
vested in it by virtue of Section
75(b) of RPwD Act, 2016,
decides to take cognisance of
the complaint against the
employer of the complainant,
i.e.Bio-Med Private Limited
and recommends it to cancel
the termination letter and re-
employ him on any such post
which is  suitable for a
Divyangjan. Further this court
recommends that the employ-
er shall not reduce the pay
scale of the complainant.

However, the Court was
silent on the ESI contention
that “after conducting detailed
investigation it was found that
at the time the complainant
met with the accident, he was
not commuting for employ-
ment purpose, rather he was
commuting from one place to
another for personal reasons
therefore, he could not be
granted pension. “
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At least 25,000 Central
Armed Police Force

(CAPF) personnel have been
earmarked to be deployed for
the forthcoming assembly polls
in four states and the Union
Territory of Puducherry, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

They said the Union home
ministry has directed that a
total of 250 companies of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), Border Security Force
(BSF), Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), Central

Industrial Security Force
(CISF) and the Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) will be utilised for
conduct of the upcoming elec-
tions.

A CAPF company has an
operational strength of about
100 personnel. 

These forces work under
the command of the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA).

Assembly polls in West
Bengal, Assam, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Puducherry are
due in April-May this year.

Officials said while 125
companies are being moved to

West Bengal, 45 are earmarked
for Tamil Nadu, 40 for Assam,
30 for Kerala and 10 for
Puducherry.

“These numbers are based
on the preliminary assessment
that was undertaken by the
Election Commission after its
meeting with senior home
ministry officials sometime
back.

“Some addition in num-
bers many take place once the
EC announces the final dates
for polls and the number of
phases,” a senior officer privy
to the development told PTI.
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Arjuna awardee and Tokyo
Olympics medal prospect

Manu Bhaker has demanded
action against two Air India
employees for allegedly
“harassing” and “insulting” the
pistol shooter while she tried to
board a flight to Bhopal from
Delhi. Air India, however,
rebutted her claims.

After being stopped at the
Indira Gandhi Airport, 19-
year-old Manu tweeted her
‘problem’, tagging Sports
Minister Kiren Rijiju and Civil
Aviation Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, among others.

After Rijiju’s intervention,
Bhaker eventually boarded the
AI 437 flight. She thanked the
sports minister in her last
tweet:  “Thank you
@KirenRijiju sir. Got boarded
after strong support from all of
you. Thank you India. jai

hind.” Rijiju responded by
tweeting: “You are India’s
pride.”

The 19-year-old Olympics
shooter made a sensational
charge against Air India, say-
ing that employees of the
national airline treated her
“like a criminal” for carrying
guns on board the aircraft.
Taking to Twitter, Bhaker was
headed to Bhopal Shooting
Academy for training alleged
that the national carrier did
not allow her, in the first
instance, to board her sched-
uled flight from Delhi to
Bhopal, citing no permission
to carry her guns and shoot-
ing equipment.

Bhaker further claimed
that the airline employees even
demanded a bride from her.
Lashing out at Air India, the
Commonwealth Games and
Youth Olympics gold medallist
stated that she had to go

through the “ordeal” despite
carrying all valid documents
and clearance from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) for travel-
ling with her weapons and
ammunition.

“Not allowing me to board
flight AI 437 at IGI Delhi and
asking now 10200rs despite all
valid documentation and
DGCA permit . Top of that
Manoj Gupta Air India
incharge doesn’t recognise
DGCA @narendramodi
@HardeepSPuri @AmitShah
@VasundharaBJP shall I pay
this Bribes or!!!!” the ace
shooter tweeted.

“Think this type of behav-
iour is not acceptable. Manoj
Gupta is not even human. He
is treating me like I am a crim-
inal. Also his security in
charge. Such people need basic
training of behaviour hope-
fully Aviation ministry will

find out and will send him to
the right place,” she said in
another tweet.

The 19-year-old pistol
shooter also demanded action
against two Air India employ-
ees for allegedly “harassing”
and “insulting” her.

Denying Bhaker’s charges,
Air India, in its reply to
Bhaker, tweeted, “Our Delhi
Airport team has confirmed
that the official at our counter
had only sought for valid doc-
uments as per rules for the car-
riage of your weapon on
board. In absence of the same,
legitimate specified charges
for the arms were conveyed to
you”.

The airline further added
that no one sought a ‘bribe’
and that “you were issued
boarding pass on your assur-
ance of furnishing valid doc-
uments before boarding.
Immediately after the official
valid documents were shown
by you at the boarding point,
you were allowed to board”.
Air India also tendered an
apology and added that the
airline has always encouraged
and respected sportspersons.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit the poll-

bound States of Assam and
West Bengal on Monday to
launch and lay the foundation
stones of several projects.

The PMO said he will ded-
icate to the nation important
projects of the oil and gas sec-
tor in an event organised at
Silapathar in Assam, and also
inaugurate and lay the founda-
tion stones of engineering col-
leges during the event.

Later in the day, he will
inaugurate several railway pro-
jects at Hooghly in West Bengal.
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The Vijay Rupani
Government in Gujarat

has added 30 lakh beneficia-
ries under the food law in the
recent past and it is in the
process of identifying more
people for coverage under this
Act. The State Government
informed this in a review
meeting of the implementa-
tion of the National Food
Security Act (NFSA), under
which 5 kg of wheat and rice
are being provided per person
per month at a highly sub-
sidised rate of �2-3 per kg.
Over 80 crore people are cov-
ered under this Act.

Union Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey reviewed
the NFSA implementation
and other allied matters with
the Gujarat Government at
Gandhinagar, an official state-
ment said. During the meet-
ing, he said there is possibil-
ity of including more benefi-
ciaries under the NFSA.

“State Government
informed that 30 lakh bene-
ficiaries have been added in
the recent past and they are in
process of identifying more
beneficiaries through con-
vergence with other central

programmes like National
Social Assistance programme,
etc,” the statement said.

As production of both
wheat and paddy is higher
than annual requirement of
foodgrains of Gujarat State
under the NFSA, it was
observed that there is poten-
tial of augmenting procure-
ment.

“It was emphasised that
State Government should tar-
get procuring to the extent of
annual requirement which
would not only benefit local
farmers but also save the
transportation cost which is
incurred in bringing food
grains from other States,” the
statement said, adding that
the acceptance of locally cul-
tivated food grains would
also be higher among local
population.

Pandey informed that
automatic grain dispensing
machines are being tested in
five cities on pilot basis that
enable beneficiaries to obtain
subsidized food grains with-
out having to visit FPS to pro-
vide freedom to the benefi-
ciaries.

The Gujarat Government
expressed its willingness to
install such machines in
Ahmedabad city on a trial
basis.
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Guwahati: With State elections round the  cor-
ner, the Assam cabinet on Saturday approved
a proposal to increase the daily wage of tea gar-
den workers in the state to Rs 318, including
Rs 101 for ration.

Tea estate labourers in the state will 
get a daily wage of Rs 217, a hike from Rs 167,
and also receive Rs 101 for ration, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary told
reporters after the cabinet meeting.

The wage revision of tea garden workers has
become a political issue in the state with the
opposition Congress accusing the BJP-led gov-
ernment of failing to increase daily income of
the plantation workers. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi had
promised to increase their daily wage to Rs 365

if voted to power.
Assam has over 10 lakh tea labour-

ers in the organised sector, working in
around 800 estates, and the 
northeastern state contributes about 52
per cent of the country's annual pro-
duction. PTI
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Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda  Sonowal on

Saturday announced that steps
would be taken to increase the
monthly pension of freedom
fighters in the state to Rs
25,000 and provide them with
free healthcare.

At present, freedom fight-
ers of the northeastern state get
Rs 21,000 as pension every
month.

Sonowal made the
announcement during a meet-
ing with representatives of
Asom State Freedom Fighters
Association, a government
release said.

The chief minister also
assured them that an initiative
would be made for providing
Rs five lakh each to the fami-
lies of 19 freedom 
fighters of the state, the release
said.

He also directed officials to
urge deputy commissioners to
ensure that last rites of the free-
dom fighters are conducted in
a dignified manner.

Srinagar :Jammu and Kashmir
recorded 68 new COVID-19
cases on Saturday, taking the
infection tally to 1,25,783, even
as no fresh death due to the
virus was reported in the past
24 hours, officials said.

Of the 68 fresh cases, 18
were from the Jammu division
and 50 from the Kashmir divi-
sion of the Union Territory,
they said.

The officials said Srinagar
district recorded the highest of
24 cases, including six trav-
ellers.

While eight districts did
not report any fresh cases, 10
districts had cases in single dig-
its.

Jammu was the only other
district to register double digit
positive cases with 10 fresh
cases.  The number of active
cases was 700 in the Union
Territory, while 1,23,129
patients have recovered so far,
the officials said.

The death toll in the UT
due to the infection is 1,954 as
no fresh fatality was reported in
the past 24 hours, they 
added. PTI
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Jaipur: Rajasthan Housing Commissioner Pawan Arora on
Friday visited and inspected various projects under construc-
tion of the Mandal at Jaipur. He directed the concerned offi-
cials to complete the ongoing works in a quality manner and
in time.

The Commissioner while inspecting the City Park at
Mansarovar gave instructions to complete its work in a timely
and quality manner. The Commissioner looked at the plants
planted here and gave necessary instructions in relation to them.
He directed the officials that the plants planted here should be
40 to 45 feet in height and fully healthy. He inspected the work
of the running jogging track here and gave instructions to mod-
ify its design.

Jaipur: Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot said despite all the adverse cir-
cumstances and challenges, the State
Government did not allow development
work to come down. Within about two
years of our tenure, we have put more
than 55 percent of the declarations of
public manifestoon the ground. It is our
endeavor that there is overall develop-
ment in every assembly constituency of
the state without any political discrim-
ination. In this direction, today we have
inaugurated andlaid the foundation
stone for 178 development works cost-
ing Rs. 158 crores for
Vallabhnagar,Sahada, Rajsamand and
Sujangarh assembly constituencies.

Gehlot was addressing the laying
ceremony of 52 development works
costing Rs 33 crore 87lakh and foun-
dation stone for 126 development works
worth Rs 124 crore through VC at
ChiefMinister&#39;s residence on
Friday.

New Delhi: A workshop on
Ease of Doing Business was
organised in New Delhi by the
Department of Land
Resources, Govt of India, in
association of Revenue
Department GNCT of
Delhi. Ajay Tirki, Secretary
(Department of Land
Resources) Govt of India,
Sanjeev Khirwar, Principal
Secretary Cum Divisional
Commissioner, Revenue
Department, GNCT of Delhi,
Hukum Singh Meena,
Additional Secretary,
Department of Land
Resources, were present in
the workshop. All Sub-

Registrars of Delhi alongwith
stakeholders and lawyers also
attended the workshop.

While addressing the
workshop the Principal
Secretary Cum Divisional
Commissioner apprised all
the participants of all reforms
for the registration of proper-
ty that have been undertaken
by the Revenue Department
GNCT of Delhi.
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Cracking whip against the
illegal encroachment of

state land, the district admin-
istration in Jammu on Saturday
closed down around 29 struc-
tures, which prima facie appear
to have been constructed on
State Land (NH from Narwal
to Sidhra). Majority of these
structures were famous eater-
ies, coffee parlours, snackbars
and restaurants which had
come up along the zigzag road
to serve the commuters on the

highway.
After hue and cry was

raised by these developers the
district administration issued a
clarification claiming com-
mercial establishments on the
same road, which are not cur-
rently believed to be on state
land are operating normally.
Further proceedings will be ini-
tiated by Revenue Officials
immediately and in case the
owners have any legal and
valid claim, that shall be duly
considered before any measure
is taken.
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Chennai: Tamil superstar and
Makkal Needhi Maiam supre-
mo Kamal Haasan held talks
with Rajinikanth on Saturday
for over 30 minutes, amid
speculation over extension of
political support ahead of the
Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tions due in April this year.

Haasan’s three-year-old
MNM party will organise an
inaugural function on Sunday.
Haasan has announced a full-
fledged election campaign and
earlier said that he would seek
the Thalaiva’s support.

In a U-turn, superstar
Rajinikanth had on December
29, 2020 announced he will not
take the political plunge and
launch a party as declared ear-
lier. However, Rajinikanth's
associate and Gandhiya Makkal
Iyakkam founder Tamilaruvi

Manian said that the actor
didn't say he would never enter
politics, he said he would not
jump into poll fray now and
that he has also not disbanded
the Rajini Makkal Mandram
(RMM).

“If tomorrow Rajinikanth
says he is entering politics,
Gandhiya Makkal Iyakkam will
associate itself with him on his
journey. If Rajinikanth does not
enter politics also, it will con-
tinue to function as a sister
organization,” Manian had 
said.

Meanwhile, the actor-
turned-politician, Haasan,
recently announced that the
MNM will begin accepting
online applications from party
members as it selects candi-
dates for the elections.

In an official announce-

ment made on Monday, the
party officials said that appli-
cations will open from Sunday,
February 21, and potential
candidates must pay Rs 25,000
to be considered. They also
added that non-party members
could also apply or be nomi-
nated.

The party's permanent
president Kamal Haasan is set
to decide on electoral strategies
for the forthcoming elections
which include electoral alliance
and selection of candidates.

Last month, Kamal Haasan
said his party had been allotted
the 'battery torch' symbol, the
same symbol the party had
used when it contested the
2019 Lok Sabha election, the
actor's electoral debut and
picked up a vote share of 3.77
percent. Agencies
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Hours after the Santa Cruz police
sent him an e-challan for riding a

motorbike on Valentine's Day without
a helmet, Bollywood actor Vivek Oberoi
suffered a double whammy on
Saturday, as the neighbouring Juhu
police registered an FIR against him
under IPC and for violation of the pro-
visions of the Maharashtra COVID -19
Precautionary Measures Act 2020, for
not wearing the mask.

However, the actor sought to put up
a brave face by seeking to turn his acute
embarrassment into humour through
a tweet where he regretted his faux pas
and sang “Be safe, wear a helmet & a
mask” tune. Vivek’s is a classic husband-
wife romantic story turning sour. A
video-post proudly shared by him on
February 14 in which he is enjoying a
ride with his wife Priyanka Alva Oberoi
on his electric-blue Harley Davidson
bike  with a message: “What a start of
this lovely Valentine’s Day, with Main,
Meri Patni aur Woh! A refreshing
joyride indeed!” landed him in trouble.

The actor would have gotten away
with the crime but for the fact that
social activist Binu Varghese took
notice of the video and tweeted: “Actor
Vivek Oberoi flouts traffic safety rules
as well as health safety rules by riding
a bike without helmet and not wearing
a (face) mask. This sends a wrong mes-
sage to the youth… hence he should be
fined for the same”. 

Varghese tagged along Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh,
Mumbai Police, BrihanMumbai
Municipal Corporation and others
which led to the e-challan being issued
to him under the Motor Vehicle Act by
Assistant Police Inspector Nandkishor

Jadhav of Mumbai Traffic Police
Santacruz Division late on Friday
evening. The actor was fined Rs 500 for
not wearing a helmet while riding his
Harley Davidson.

That was not all. The Juhu police
on Saturday registered an FIR against
the actor, who featured in the protag-
onist’s role in the 2019 biopic “PM
Narendra Modi” for     flouting public
health safety rules framed under the
Maharashtra COVID -19 Precautionary
Measures 2020 Act which mandated all
citizens to wear a face-mask as a pre-
cautionary measure to control the out-
break of COVID-19.

Vivek has been booked by the
police under several sections of section
188 (Disobedience to order duly pro-
mulgated by public servant) of IPC.
The section 3 of the Epidemic Diseases
Act, 1897, provides penalties for dis-
obeying any regulation or order made
under the Act which can be invoked
through section 188 of IPC.

The Juhu police have also invoked
against Vivek the provisions of the
Maharashtra COVID -19 Precautionary
Measures 2020 Act, which make it
mandatory for the citizens to wear
masks, as a precautionary measure to
control the outbreak of COVID-19.

Hours after he landed in an embar-
rassing situation, the actor sought to
reduce the impact of the twin crimes
by putting out a humorous tweet which
read: “Pyaar humein kis mod pe le aaya!
Nikle they nayi bike par hum aur
hamari jaan, bina helmet ke kat gaya
chalaan!Riding without a
helmet?Mumbai police will do a check-
mate!Thank u @mumbaipolice for
making me realise that safety is always
most important. Be safe,Wear a helmet
& a mask.”
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The Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) had a shaky start in

Maharashtra on Saturday, as it
held its first Kisan Maha
Panchayat at Wardha in
Maharashtra but it had to can-
cel a similar farmers’ gathering
at Yavatmal on Saturday owing
to Covid-19 restrictions
imposed there.

An estimated 5,000 farm-
ers owing allegiance to 40-odd
peasant organisations turned
out for the Kisan Maha
Panchayat convened at Wardha
in eastern Maharashtra to cre-
ate awareness among the peo-
ple about the three controver-
sial farm laws and the demand
for repeal for these legisla-
tions.

High-profile SKM leader
Rakesh Tikait was conspicuous
by his absence. SKM member
Guramneet Singh Mangat said
that Tikait could not reach

Nagpur by flight from Delhi on
Friday night owing to certain
issues. “However, we decided to
go ahead with Maha
Panchayats at Wardha and
Yavatmal,” Mangat said.

A team of farmer leaders,
who reached Wardha by road
from the national capital by
road, addressed the farmers at
the Kisan Maha Panchayat.
The Panchayat passed peace-
fully.

Among those who
addressed the Kisan Panchayat
at Wardha were Tejveer Singh,
Spokesperson of Bharatiya
Kisan Union (Cheduni) and
Amandeep Singh Ghuman and
General Secretary of Pagdi
Sambhal Jatta Leher in Punjab. 

After the event at Wardha,
the SKM leaders left Wardha
for Yavatmal where prohibito-
ry orders have been in force
since Friday. As a consequence,
the police denied permission to
the SKM at the last minute to

hold its Kisan Maha Panchayat
there. 

At the Yavatmal border, the
SKM leaders were welcomed by
Vasantrao Naik Sheti
Swavalamban Mission
(VNSSM) President Kishore
Tiwari, who has been accord-
ed a Minister of State status by
the Maharashtra government. 

“I received them on behalf
of our Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackerayji. I conveyed the
CM’s message that the Maha
Panchayat cannot be allowed in
view of the deteriorated Covid-
19 situation in the state.
However, Maharashtra would
look forward to a fresh Maha
Panchayat after the situation
improves here,” Tiwari said.

Tiwari thanked Mangat,
other SKM leaders and 7 other
representatives from Nagpur,
for honouring the CM’s request
and postponing the Kisan
Maha Panchayat for a later
date.
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Karnataka has been able to  maintain
“one of the lowest” unemployment

rates in the country at 3.6 per cent, Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday.

The Chief Minister also request-
ed the Prime Minister to declare Upper
Bhadra Project and Upper Krishna
Project as national projects.

Speaking during the virtual meet-
ing of the NITI Aayog chaired by
Modi,he said despite the coronavirus
pandemic all the fiscal indicators of the
state have been contained within the
limits of the Karnataka Fiscal
Responsibility Act, 2002.

“The Prime Minister was briefed
about the initiatives taken by the State
for Industrial development such as
New Industrial Policy 2020-2024,
Affidavit based clearance system, steps
taken to promote exports, MoUs made
with e-commerce players like Amazon
and Flipkart to boost marketing of local
products etc,” the CMO said in a state-
ment.

The Chief Minister also listed var-
ious farmer and farm sector related ini-
tiatives like setting up of a task force to
promote integrated farming system,
making Farmers Contact Centresas a
single point of contact for region spe-
cific input supplies and advisories and
also regarding conserving local breeds
of cattle.

According to the statement,the
government intends to set up a scien-
tific marketing intelligence cell in order

to shift focus on income based policy
to increase farmers income.

It is also intended to create an
online marketing platform for surplus
fruits and vegetables supported by
infrastructure facilities under the
Atmanirbhar scheme.

The state government plans to fol-
low NITI Aayog's 49 aspirational indi-
cators to monitor the progress of 114
backward taluks, Yediyurappa said.

“Under Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana, 3,409 hospitals have
enrolled, which is the maximum in the
country.”

“Under Atmanirbhar Scheme, we
have proposed to create super-special-
ity treatment facilities in government
hospitals in district centres,”
Yediyurappa said.

The government will focus on
improving nutritional status in 67
taluks in 16 districts, he added.

During the meeting, the Chief
Minister also requested the Centre to
approve 6 proposals worth Rs 6,673
crore under modernisation of canals
project and additional grants 
were also sought for river diversion pro-
jects.

It was also requested to set up a
mechanism to fast track disposal of lit-
igation in courts as infrastructure pro-
jects are hampered due to litigation and
environmental protests, the statement
said.

The Centre was also requested to
provide Rs 4,300 crore to create optical
fibre network to provide network con-
nectivity to all government offices.
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Amaravati(AP): Andhra
Pradesh recorded 54  new
COVID-19 cases, 70 recoveries
and no deaths in 24 hours end-
ing 9 am on Saturday, even as
the active caseload came down
to 604.

According to the latest bul-
letin, the cumulative coron-
avirus positives in the state
touched 8.89 lakh after close to
1.37 crore sample tests.

The total recoveries
increased to 8,81,439 and the
overall toll to 7,167, the bulletin
said. PTI
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President Joe Biden used his
first address before a glob-

al audience Saturday to declare
that “America is back, the
transatlantic alliance is back,”
after four years of a Trump
administration that flaunted its
foreign policy through an
“America First” lens.

Speaking to the annual
Munich Security Conference
virtually, Biden ticked through
a daunting to-do list — sal-
vaging the Iran nuclear deal,
meeting economic and securi-
ty challenges posed by China
and Russia and repairing the
damage caused by the coron-
avirus pandemic — that he said
would require close coopera-
tion between the US and its
Western allies. 

Without mentioning
Donald Trump’s name once in
his speech, Biden mixed talk of
a reinvigorated democratic
alliance with a rebuke of his
predecessor’s approach, a mes-
sage warmly received by
Western allies.

‘I know the past few years
have strained and tested the
transatlantic relationship,”

Biden said. “The United States
is determined to reengage with
Europe, to consult with you, to
earn back our position of trust-
ed leadership.” 

The president also partic-
ipated Friday in a virtual meet-
ing of the Group of Seven
industrialized nations, where
leaders managed to work
Biden’s campaign theme into
their closing joint statement,
vowing to “work together to
beat Covid-19 and build back
better.” 

“Welcome back, America,”
said European Council
President Charles Michel, effec-
tively summing up the mood of
the Munich conference.

But while such happy talk
conveyed the palpable sense of
relief among allies at Biden’s
full-throated commitment to
mending frayed US-Europe
relations, plenty has changed
over the past four years in ways
creating new challenges.

China has cemented its
place as a fierce economic
competitor on the continent as
the US has reconsidered long-
held national security and eco-
nomic priorities embedded in
the transatlantic alliance.

Populism has grown through
much of Europe. And other
Western countries have, at
moments, sought to fill the vac-
uum left as America stepped
back from the world stage. 

German Chancellor

Angela Merkel noted that some
differences between the U.S.
And Europe remain “compli-
cated.” Europe sees China’s
economic ambitions as less of
an existential threat than the
US does and has its own strate-

gic and economic concerns
that are not always in sync with
Biden on Russia as well.

Still, Merkel, who had a
strained relationship with
Trump, didn’t hide her prefer-
ence for an American foreign

policy informed by Biden’s
world view.

“Things are looking a great
deal better for multilateralism
this year than two years ago,
and that has a lot to with Joe
Biden having become the pres-
ident of the United States of
America,” Merkel said. 

“His speech just now, but
also his administration’s first
announcements, have con-
vinced us that this is not just
talk but action.” 

Biden made his address to
a global audience as his admin-
istration this week took steps to
reverse key Trump adminis-
tration policies.

He said that the U.S. Stands
ready to rejoin talks about
reentering the 2015 multilateral
Iran nuclear deal abandoned by
the Trump administration. The
Biden administration
announced Thursday its desire
to reengage Iran, and it took
action at the United Nations
aimed at restoring policy to
what it was before 
Trump withdrew from the deal
in 2018.

Biden also spoke out about
the two-decade war in
Afghanistan, where he faces a

May 1 deadline to remove the
remaining 2,500 US troops
under a Trump administration
negotiated peace agreement
with the Taliban. He also called
for cooperation in addressing
economic and national securi-
ty challenges posed by Russia
and China and identified
cyberspace, artificial intelli-
gence and biotechnology as
areas of growing competition.

“We must prepare togeth-
er for long-term strategic com-
petition with China,” Biden
declared.

His message was girded by
an underlying argument that
democracies — not autocracies
— are models of governance
that can best meet the chal-
lenges of the moment. The
president urged fellow world
leaders to show together 
that “democracies can still
deliver.”

At the G-7, administration
officials said, Biden focused on
what lies ahead for the inter-
national community as it tries
to extinguish the public health
and economic crises created by
the coronavirus pandemic. He
announced the US will soon
begin releasing $4 billion for an

international effort to bolster
the purchase and distribution
of vaccine to poor nations, a
program that Trump refused to
support. 

Biden’s turn on the world
stage came as the US officially
rejoined the Paris climate
agreement, the largest interna-
tional effort to curb global
warming. Trump announced in
June 2017 that he was pulling
the US Out of the landmark
accord, arguing that the pact
would undermine the
American economy. 

Biden announced the U.S.
Intention of rejoining  on the
first day of his presidency, but
he had to wait 30 days for the
move to go into effect. He has
said that he will bake consid-
erations about climate change
into every major domestic and
foreign policy decision his
administration faces.

“This is a global existential
crisis,” Biden said.

Biden also encouraged G-
7 partners to make good on
their pledges to COVAX, an
initiative by the World Health
Organization to improve access
to vaccines, even as he reopens
the US Spigot. 
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Two anti-coup protesters
were shot dead by riot

police who fired live rounds
Saturday in Mandalay,
Myanmar’s second-largest city,
local media reported.

One of the victims was shot
in the head and died at the
scene, according to Frontier
Myanmar, a news and business
magazine based in Yangon,
the country’s largest city.
Another was shot in the chest
and died en route to the hos-
pital.

Several other serious
injuries were also reported.
The shootings occurred near
Mandalay’s Yadanabon dock,
where tear gas and rubber bul-
lets were used on protesters
earlier in the day.

The Irrawaddy news web-
site also confirmed the deaths
on social media.

Security forces had been
increasing their pressure
against anti-coup protesters
earlier Saturday, using water
cannons, tear gas, slingshots
and rubber bullets against
demonstrators and striking
dock workers in Mandalay.

At least five people were
injured by rubber bullets and
had to be carried away in
ambulances, according to an
Associated Press journalist who

witnessed the violence.
Some 500 police and sol-

diers descended on the area
near Yadanabon dock after
dock workers joined the
national civil disobedience
movement, refusing to work
until the military junta that
seized power in a Feb. 1 coup
reinstates the democratically
elected government.

Protesters and residents
were forced to flee the neigh-
borhood amid the violence, as
security forces chased after
them. There were reports of
sounds that resembled gunfire.
A group of journalists was
forced to flee after being hit
with tear gas and slingshot
projectiles.

Earlier in the week in
Mandalay, security forces
cracked down on state railway
workers in a similar fashion
after they joined the civil dis-
obedience movement. 

Less than an hour after the
8 pm curfew started on
Wednesday, gunshots were
heard as more than two dozen
police officers with shields and
helmets marched past railway
workers’ housing. Numerous
videos posted on social media
showed muzzle flashes as shots
were heard, and some police
shot slingshots and threw rocks
at the buildings. Marching
chants of “left, right, left, right”
could be heard along with
shouts of “shoot, shoot.”
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AMoscow court on Saturday
rejected Russian opposi-

tion leader Alexei Navalny’s
appeal against his prison sen-
tence, even as the country
faced a top European rights
court’s order to free the
Kremlin’s most prominent foe.

Speaking before the ver-
dict, Navalny urged Russians to
stand up to the Kremlin in a
fiery speech mixing references
to the Bible and “Harry Potter.”

A lower court sentenced
Navalny earlier this month to
two years and eight months in
prison for violating terms of his
probation while recuperating in
Germany from a nerve agent
poisoning that he blames on the
Kremlin. Russian authorities
have rejected the accusation.

Navalny, 44, an anti-cor-
ruption crusader and President
Vladimir Putin’s most vocal
critic, appealed the prison sen-
tence and asked to be released.
The Moscow City Court’s judge
on Saturday only slightly
reduced his sentence to just
over 2 1/2 years in prison, rul-
ing that a month-and-half
Navalny spent under house
arrest in early 2015 will be
deducted from his sentence. 

His arrest and imprison-
ment have fueled a huge wave
of protests across Russia. 

Authorities responded with

a sweeping crackdown, detain-
ing about 11,000 people, many
of whom were fined or given
jail terms ranging from seven
to 15 days. 

Speaking before the ver-
dict, Navalny referenced the
Bible as well as “Harry Potter”
and the animated sitcom “Rick
and Morty” as he urged
Russians to resist pressure from
the authorities and challenge
the Kremlin to build a fairer
and more prosperous country.

“The government’s task is
to scare you and then persuade
you that you are alone,” he said.
“Our Voldemort in his palace
also wants me to feel cut off,” he
added, in a reference to Putin.

“To live is to risk it all,” he
continued. “Otherwise, you’re
just an inert chunk of randomly
assembled molecules drifting

wherever the universe blows
you.” 

Navalny also addressed the
judge and the prosecutor, argu-
ing that they could have a
much better life in a new
Russia.

“Just imagine how won-
derful life would be without
constant lying,” he said.

“Imagine how great it
would be to work as a judge
when no one would be able to
call you and give you directions
what verdicts to issue.” 

He insisted that he was
unable to report to the author-
ities in line with his probation
requirements while he was
convalescing in Germany after
his poisoning, emphasizing
that he returned to Russia
immediately after his health
allowed.
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The US has voiced concern
over China’s recently enact-

ed Coast Guard law, which it
said may escalate the ongoing
territorial and maritime dis-
putes in the region and can be
invoked to assert unlawful
claims.

China passed a law last
month which for the first time
explicitly allows its coast guard
to fire on foreign vessels. 

“The United States joins
the Philippines, Vietnam,
Indonesia, Japan and other
countries in expressing concern
with China’s recently enacted
Coast Guard law, which may
escalate the ongoing territori-
al and maritime disputes,” State
Department Spokesperson Ned
Price told reporters during a
conference call.

China is engaged in hotly
contested territorial disputes in
both the South China Sea and
the East China Sea. Beijing has
built up and militarised many
of the islands and reefs it con-
trols in the region. 

Both areas are stated to be
rich in minerals, oil and other
natural resources and are vital
to global trade.

China claims almost all of
the South China Sea. Vietnam,
the Philippines, Malaysia,

Brunei and Taiwan have coun-
terclaims over the area.

The new law could make
the contested waters around
China more choppy.

“We are specifically con-
cerned by language in the law
that expressly ties the potential
use of force, including armed
force by the China Coast
Guard, to the enforcement of
China’s claims in ongoing ter-
ritorial and maritime disputes
in the East and South China
Seas,” he said.

Language in that law,
including text allowing the
coast guard to destroy other
countries’ economic structures
and to use force in defending
China’s maritime claims in dis-
puted areas, strongly implies
this law could be used to intim-
idate the maritime neighbours
of China, Price said.

“We are further concerned
that China may invoke this new
law to assert its unlawful mar-
itime claims in the South China
Sea,” he said.

The United States reminds
China of its obligations under
the United Nations Charter to
refrain from the threat or use
of force and to conform its
maritime claims to the
International Law of the Sea, as
reflected in the 1982 Law of the
Sea Convention. 
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As the United States offi-
cially joined the Paris

Agreement on Climate Change,
US Special Envoy on Climate
Crisis, John Kerry asserted
that all 17 major emitting
countries including India need
to step up and begin lowering
emissions.

“Everything has to be done
with greater sense of urgency,
with a determination that we
have to win this fight... And we
need the United States and
every country to determine
they will get on a path toward
net zero emissions by 2050,” he
said on Friday.

A major achievement of
the Obama administration, the
previous Trump
Administration had withdrawn
from the Paris Agreement.
President Joe Biden, who
served as the Vice President
during the Obama adminis-
tration, issued orders to join the
Paris Agreement on day one of
his presidency.

“… what steps will we take
in the next 10 years? And the
truth is that everybody has to
do that. China, which is the
largest emitter in the world
needs to be part of the 2020 to
2030 effort.

“India needs to be part of
it. Russia needs to be part of it.

So is Japan… the major emit-
ters, 17 nations, need to really
step up and begin to lower
those emissions,” Kerry said.

This challenge, he asserted,
means that all countries setting
bold and achievable targets
have to do so here at home and
in the course of their declara-
tion of their national deter-
mined contributions (NDCs).

“We have to drive invest-
ment toward climate solutions
and innovations and resilience.
We need to get the entire world
on a path towards net zero
emissions, and we need to
absolutely make certain that
happens no later than 2050 and
sooner if possible,” he said.

Washington: President Joe
Biden has said that he believes
the US will be approaching
normalcy by the end of this
year as the country races to
deliver coronavirus vaccines
to millions of Americans.

Biden on Friday toured a
manufacturing facility of Pfizer
in Kalamazoo, Michigan, seek-
ing to highlight efforts to mass
produce a coronavirus vaccine
as his administration looks for
ways to increase supply and
streamline distribution.

“I believe we’ ll be
approaching normalcy by the
end of this year. And God will-
ing, this Christmas will be dif-
ferent than the last,” Biden
said responding to a question
at the site in Michigan.

At the same time, he
refused to make any commit-
ment.

“I can’t make that com-
mitment to you. There are
other strains of the virus. We
don’t know what could happen
in terms of production rates.
Things can change. But we’re
doing everything the science
has indicated we should do,
and people are stepping up to
get everything done that has to
be done,” he said.

Biden said that getting the
vaccine and having it available
is not the same as putting it in
someone’s arms. This is going
to be a continuous rolling effort.

“We will have ordered, much
of which will have been distrib-
uted, over 600 million doses by
the end of July. July 29th is the
expected date. That could
change. Look at what’s happen-
ing with the weather now, for
example: It’s slowing up the dis-
tribution right now,” he said.PTI
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Britain has circulated a draft
resolution to the UN

Security Council demanding
that all warring parties imme-
diately institute a “sustained
humanitarian pause” to enable
people in conflict areas to be
vaccinated against Covid-19.

The proposed resolution
reiterates the council’s demand
last July 1 for “a general and
immediate cessation of hostil-
ities” in major conflicts from
Syria and Yemen to Central
African Republic, Mali and
Sudan and Somalia, an appeal
first made by UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres on
March 23, 2020, to tackle the
coronavirus pandemic.
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Washington: Indian-American
Neera Tanden, US President
Joe Biden’s nominee for the
position of Director of White
House Office of Management
and Budget, is facing a chal-
lenge to her confirmation after
Democratic Senator Joe
Manchin announced that he
would vote against her over
“overtly partisan statements”.

Manchin’s announcement
means that unless a Republican
senator comes forward to sup-
port her nomination, it is
unlikely that Tanden, 50, will be
confirmed for the job. 

Manchin, a moderate
Democrat from West Virginia,
said: “I believe her overtly par-
tisan statements will have a
toxic and detrimental impact

on the important working rela-
tionship between members of
Congress and the next director
of the Office of Management
and Budget.”

“For this reason, I cannot
support her nomination. As I
have said before, we must take
meaningful steps to end the
political division and dysfunc-
tion that pervades our politics,”
he said. The 100-member
Senate is evenly split between
the Republicans and the
Democrats. The vote of Vice-
President Kamala Harris will tilt
the balance in favour of the
Democrats. As such the vote of
Manchin gains significance,
given that a majority of the
Republicans are likely to oppose
the nomination of Tanden. PTI

Washington: Add Mother
Nature to the pile of crises on
President Joe Biden’s plate. 

A month into the job and
focused on the coronavirus,
Biden is seeing his disaster
management skills tested after
winter storms plunged Texas,
Oklahoma and neighbouring
states into an unusual deep
freeze that left millions shiver-
ing in homes that lost heat and
power, and in many homes,
water. At least 59 deaths across
the US have been blamed on
the blast of unseasonable
weather. AP
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Food and Consumer Affairs
Minister Piyush Goyal on

Saturday stressed on the need
for ‘One Nation One Standard’
to bring uniformity and said
labs testing in India should be
of global standards.

The minister said this
while reviewing the work of
Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS).

“It’s time to embark on
Mission ‘One Nation One
Standard’ and make India the
leader in setting global bench-
marks in setting standards,”
Goyal was quoted as saying in
an official statement.

While all areas of produc-
tion and services should be
included in this national mis-
sion, bringing a national uni-
formity and standardization

in all kinds of public procure-
ment and tendering can be an
immediate deliverable, Goyal
said.

The minister said that
strength and character of
nation is often exemplified by
the standards it sets for the
quality of its products and ser-
vices. “Its time for India to set-
tle for nothing less than the
best,” the statement said.

Goyal asked the BIS to
explore international partner-
ships and associations to
achieve synergy in the field.

The minister said that lab
testing in India should be of
world standards and added
that modern equipment and
latest technologies should be
used there. 

He asked for gap analysis
of BIS and government labs to
be taken up on priority basis.

Referring to the issue
of different institutions and
PSUs having variety of non-
uniform standards, he said
effort should be made to merge
different standards under one
standard as much as possible.

The minister said that
industry should be invited for
more dialogue, participation
and collaboration in this mis-
sion of “one nation one stan-
dard”. 

Process of granting certi-
fication should be kept as sim-
ple as possible and duplication
of work should be avoided, he
said.        

Goyal said, “We should
aim to be the world leader in
having maximum industrial
products under Indian
Standards and no one should
feel the need to go abroad to get
quality certification.”

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials of
Department of Consumer
Affairs and BIS besides others.
Detailed presentation was
made by BIS about various
areas of the progress being
made, the statement said. 
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday

exhorted the private sector to
take advantage of corporate tax
rate cut and other initiatives of
the Government, and unleash
‘animal spirits’ by enhancing
investments to make India one
of the fastest growing
economies of the world.

The government has been
waiting for the expansion by
the private sector, she said
while reminding India Inc of
various measures including
corporate tax rate cut, policy
consistency, ease of doing busi-
ness, among others to facilitate
investment.

“We need capacities to be
ramped up, we need expansion,
we need more production of
many such items which are

required for the economy. I
would invite business lead-
ers...Post the corporate tax rate
reduction I’ve been waiting to
see expansion happening,” she
said.

In the biggest reduction in
28 years, the government in
September 2019 slashed cor-
porate tax rates by up to 10 per-
centage points to attract private
investment and reinvigorate
the sagging economy. The tax
break resulted in financial
implication of Rs 1.45 lakh
crore on the exchequer.

Base corporate tax rate for
existing companies was
reduced to 22 per cent from 30
per cent, and to 15 per cent
from 25 per cent for manufac-
turing firms incorporated after
October 1, 2019, and starting
operations before March 31,
2023.

“So I would like to see now
that the policy is clear, tax rates
have been brought down, pol-
icy consistency has been under-
lined and ease of doing busi-
ness is still going further. I
would now like to see private
investors and private indus-
try...Coming forward with the
so called ‘animal spirits’ to
show that it is possible to pull
India up and keep it high as one
of the fastest growing
economies. It is now on your
shoulder entirely,” she said.

Addressing industry lead-
ers at an All India Management
Association (AIMA) virtual
event, the Finance Minister
said the recent Budget has
addressed several issues which
were so critical for India to have
a clearer path for the next
decade or more.

The Budget 2021-22

comes against the backdrop of
the pandemic and contraction
of the economy to give a sense
of certainty to businesses that
policies will remain predictable
and therefore businesses can
continue to concentrate on
their core activities, she said.

With regard to disinvest-
ment, the Finance Minister
said the government has iden-
tified the core sector where it
will have bare minimum pres-
ence and the rest will be
allowed for public-private part-
nership.

The past strategy of disin-
vestment in trickles has not
really been so successful in
spreading the ownership pat-
tern, she said, adding, it was not
enthusiastically received.

“So, I want to have an effi-
cient, more meaningful, pur-
pose serving way in which our

taxpayers’ money should be
spent...The disinvestment of
units or privatisation of units is
not because we want them to
be closed down,” she said.

The government wants
these units to be running, to be
kept up and running profes-
sionally as the economy has
very high demand for many of
these items of production such
as steel, coal or copper, or
many such things in which
PSUs are there for decades
now. She urged the industry to
make best of the disinvestment
policy announced in the
Budget.

Earlier this month, the
Finance Minister presented a
Rs 34.8 lakh crore-Budget for
2021-22.

The Budget has laid
emphasis on increasing capital
expenditure, raising allocation

for healthcare capacity building
and development of agriculture
infrastructure, among others,
which are expected to have a
multiplier effect on the econo-
my.  Sitharaman said spending
is required this year as well as
next year for sustaining growth.

Therefore, the government
has committed to spend on
infrastructure and capital
expenditure over the next sev-
eral years which will give the
multiplier effect, she added.

About 7,000 projects have
been identified under the
National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP) with projected
investment of a whopping Rs
111 lakh crore during 2020-25.

On the fiscal deficit man-
agement, she said, the govern-
ment has given a glide path and
asked the rating agencies to see
the Budget numbers in the light

of pandemic.
Hit hard by the pandemic,

fiscal deficit — the excess of
government expenditure over
its revenues — is estimated to
hit a record high of 9.5 per cent
of the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) in 2020-21.

For 2021-22, the deficit
has been pegged at 6.8 per cent
of GDP, which will be further
lowered to 4.5 per cent by the
fiscal ending March 31, 2026.

“We are very clearly telling
even the credit rating agencies
that every country is going
through this pandemic, and
every country has to spend to
keep the stimulus going.

So every country’s ratings
will have to be in relative
terms..However, because we’ve
given the glide path, fiscal
deficit is something which we’ll
watch, probably after the stim-

ulus has shown clear impact on
the ground,” she said.
Speaking at the event Kotak
Mahindra Bank Managing
Director Uday Kotak said the
government in coordination
with the RBI has played a role
to ensure that the interest rates
remain stable.

He also expressed hope
that rates would remain stable
over the next 12-18 months.

“We need to ensure that as
the size of the borrowing goes
up, we are able to keep the
long-term interest rates stable,
on the basis of which business
and industry take the invest-
ment decisions,” Kotak said.

Exuding confidence that
the future of India is bright,
Kotak said: “We now really
need to get our animal spirits
back... And the time has come
for us to walk the talk.” 
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Goa State Industries
Association (GSIA), in

their pre-budget memoran-
dum, has urged the state gov-
ernment to introduce Public
Procurement Policy for Micro
and Small Enterprises (MSEs)
on lines with the central gov-
ernments initiative.

GSIA led by its
President Damodar Kochkar
presented pre-Budget memo-
randum to the chief minister
ahead of the Budget Assembly
Session scheduled to begin in
March.

“We request that a Public
Procurement Policy for Micro
and Small Enterprises (MSEs)
should be introduced in line
with Central Government
Policy making it mandatory for

all Government
Departments/Undertakings to
purchase a minimum of 20 per
cent of their annual purchase of
products and services from
MSEs, the memorandum reads.

The GSIA has said that this
initiative will help the govern-
ment increase their revenue by
way of higher collection of
SGST and will generate more
economic activity and employ-
ment in the state.

All these years, mining was
the major contributor to states
revenue and other sectors were
not given the desired attention
by the state government.

After the closure of the
mining industry and the
tourism sector not picking up
as expected due to coronavirus
pandemic, manufacturing
industry is the only sector

which can bring about overall
development and create inclu-
sive growth in the state, the
Association has said.

Speaking about Ease of
Doing Business, the
Association has said that the
initiatives taken to improve
Ease of Doing Business (EoDB)
are not felt on the ground.
For better implementation, the
initiatives should be properly
monitored and executed. 

The GSIA has said that
state government should
ensure that Single Window
System is properly implement-
ed.

At present, online services
are not very effective, process
is cumbersome and the gov-
ernment staff is not trained to
provide assistance.

The server infrastructure

of IT Department also needs
improvement, the Association
said. The industry body has
also demanded that the gov-
ernment should Stop arbitrary
revenue collection without giv-
ing due consideration to prac-
tical situation on the ground.

Stop insisting NOCs
from certain departments and
marking routine files to the
Ministers. Improve work cul-
ture in the Departments so that
files are not held up with friv-
olous queries, the Association
has said. 
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The Centre has released �1
lakh crore to states and UTs

in four months since October
2020, to meet GST compensa-
tion shortfall, the Finance
Ministry said on Saturday.

The ministry on Friday
released the 17th weekly instal-
ment of �5,000 crore to 23
states and 3 Union Territories
(Delhi, Jammu & Kashmir &
Puducherry), taking the total
amount released so far under
the special borrowing window
set up in October last year to Rs
1 lakh crore.

The remaining 5 states,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and
Sikkim, do not have a gap in
revenue on account of Goods
and Services Tax (GST) imple-
mentation.

The Centre had set up a
special borrowing window in
October 2020 to meet the esti-
mated shortfall of �1.10 lakh
crore in revenue arising on
account of implementation of
GST.

The borrowings are being
done through this window by
the Centre on behalf of states
and UTs.

Under the special window,
the Centre has been borrowing
in government stock with tenor
of 3 years and 5 years. The bor-
rowing made under each tenor
is equally divided among all
states as per their GST com-
pensation shortfall.

With the current release,
the proportionate pending GST
shortfall with respect to bor-
rowing under 5 years tenor has
been concluded for 16 states
and 2 UTs.

Till now, 91 per cent of the
total estimated GST compen-
sation shortfall has been
released to states & UTs with
Legislative Assembly (Delhi,
Jammu & Kashmir &
Puducherry), the statement
said.

“An amount of Rs
1,00,000 crore has been bor-
rowed by the Central
Government through the spe-
cial borrowing window at an
average interest rate of 4.83 per
cent....Out of this, an amount
of Rs 91,460.34 crore has been
released to states and an
amount of Rs. 8,539.66 crore
has been released to the 3 UTs
with Legislative Assembly,” it
said.

Total 17 rounds of bor-
rowings have been completed
so far starting from October 23,
2020. 
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Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on

Saturday said that the country’s
air passenger traffic is “within
touching distance of pre-Covid
numbers”.

In a tweet, the minister
said: “2,90,518 passengers on
2,360 flights on 19 Feb is with-
in touching distance of Pre-
COVID numbers & marks
revival of the domestic sector.”

“From transporting essen-
tial & medical supplies, to
movement of vaccines, civil
aviation sector plays a key role
in efforts against COVID19.”

Since the resumption of
operations on May 25, domes-
tic air traffic continued to
sequentially improve in January
2021.

The domestic passenger
traffic rose 5.55 per cent
sequentially in January to 77.34
lakh passengers from 73.27
lakh reported for December
2020.

However, on a year-on-
year basis the January numbers
stood 39.50 per cent lower
than 127.83 lakh reported for
the corresponding period of the
previous year.

At present, airlines can
operate up to 80 per cent of
their pre-Covid capacity.
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China’s demand for India’s
cotton has pushed domes-

tic yarn prices higher, said
India Ratings and Research.

Accordingly, domestic yarn
production increased in
January 2021, led by a strong
export and moderate domestic
demand during December
2020.

“While yarn production
was substantially lower on a
YoY basis up to 8MFY21,
exports increased by higher
single digits YoY due to a
healthy demand from neigh-
bouring countries,”

“China’s demand for Indian
yarn resumed to pre-Covid
levels during November-
December 2020, as against a
volume drop from Bangladesh
and Vietnam during same peri-
od.”

In January 2021, cotton
yarn prices increased 15 per
cent MoM and 30 per cent YoY,
resulting in higher gross mar-
gins.

“The higher cotton yarn
demand is attributed to the
global supply curbs on Xinjiang
region (China) cotton, which is
benefitting Indian domestic
spinners.”

“While exports are likely to
moderate during January-
February 2021 with likely shut-
down of mills ahead of Chinese
new year, demand resumption
is likely by March 2021.”

Consequently, cotton
prices surged by 7-10 per cent
MoM during January 2021,
led by a strong export demand
for cotton yarn.

“The international prices
rose by 13-17 per cent YoY, led
by the buoyant China demand
for US cotton, which is having

a rub-off effect on cheaper
Indian cotton prices.”

However, apparel exports
declined in December 2020,
after recovering over
September-November 2020 on
a YoY basis due to the impact
of a second wave of Covid-19
in the US and Europe.

“This would also impact
the near-term order book posi-
tion of ready-made garment
exporters for the upcoming
fashion season.”

“During November 2020,
knitted apparels volumes
remained stagnant with reali-
sations gaining by high single
digit yoy basis; on the contrary,
woven apparels volumes
increased by 8.2 per cent and
realisations fell substantially
yoy basis. During 2020, India
exports to the US fell 20-25 per
cent YoY in both volume and
value terms.”
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To promote the use of elec-
tric vehicles across India,

CSC e-Governance Service
Common Services India Ltd
has launched Rural e-Mobility
Programme whereby urging
people to switch to electric
vehicles to preserve and con-
serve the environment by
reducing their carbon foot-
print.

“We are focusing on rural
areas for which we have

launched Rural e-Mobility
Programme at our 100 CSC
centres that will be providing e-
scooters and e-rickshaws to
people. The company has tied
up with various e-vehicles
manufacturers and also finan-
cial institutions for offering
attractive loans to people in
rural areas. We are also setting
up charging infrastructure at
our CSCs for convenience of
our customers,” said CSC
Managing Director Dinesh
Tyagi.

CSC is a Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV) under the
Ministry of Electronics and
IT. “Our programme will not
only add environmental bene-
fits but also create new models
of inclusive development in
terms of connectivity in remote
corners of our country. We will
organize roadshows and bike
rallies across India to promote
our Rural e-Mobility
Programme,” said Tyagi.One
such mega roadshow was orga-
nized in New Delhi on Friday.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Saturday said that it has filed a
charge sheet against Kudos
Chemie Ltd., Kudos Holdings
Pvt Ltd and its directors and
Jitendra Singh and Gurmeet
Sodhi in connection with a
money laundering probe.

The ED filed the charge
sheet at the Special PMLA
Court in Chandigarh under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act on February
18.
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� Goyal asked the BIS to
explore international
partnerships and
associations to achieve
synergy in the field

� He asked for gap
analysis of BIS and
government labs to be
taken up on priority
basis

� The meeting was
attended by senior
officials of Department
of Consumer Affairs
and BIS besides others
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Ki mai gumshudgi mein khud ko dhake hui hoon
kuch is tarah; Ki jo rab ne diya tha, Tezab mein
jala diya, usne mera; Sab kuch, sare aam; Koi
nahin aya bachane mujhe; Mai cheekhti chilati
rahi; Ghanto, kai roz; Ki, koi to, de de mujhe wapas
meri tasveer vo, purani; Mehfooz nahin hoon mai;
Mera Jism jala diya; Sirf rooh hi to, hoon Mai ab;
Sirf ek rooh.

These lines by women rights activist and
advocate Pooja Sareen echoes the
tremendous pain that every girl goes
through acid attack. The rising num-
ber of acid attack cases in India is

making every girl tremble with fear when going
out of the safe environs of home. It is making
them arrest their mind to think or decide freely
as they never know who will throw acid on them
only because someone out there might not be
able to digest their freedom.

The danger is not only from the young and
less mature men, but also from the so-called
mature individuals. The general perception
was that the perpetrators of horrendous acid
attacks are young frustrated individuals, but
recently a 50-year-old man was caught after he
threw acid on a woman in Assam’s Dibrugarh.
The mute question now is that even the mature
men are showing the immature side when it
comes to dealing with rejections by women. 

The man in his 50s was arrested last week;
though the intention of the man is not yet out,
it still falls in a category where women are being
disfigured or robbed of their natural beauty
because someone could not tolerate a woman
standing up for what is right according to her.
Figures released by the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) found that between 2018 and
2020 there have been nearly 1, 600 victims of acid
attacks in the country. At least one acid attack
is perpetrated every day. However, the country
with the highest number of acid attacks has the
lowest number of convictions — less than five
per cent — according to activists who work close-
ly with victims. Women have been at the receiv-
ing end of men’s ire, and the trend is not stop-
ping. 

No doubt, women are being heard and
movies like Chhapaak are being made, the
respect that women deserve is far from their
reach. Chhapaak was inspired by the story of
Laxmi Agarwal, who was burnt with acid in
Delhi in 2005 when she was barely 15 years of
age. She protests banning the sale of acid in India
and supporting acid attack survivors. Many other
acid attack victims are working for this cause,
to save other girls from such henious, heart ren-
dering incidents. “Question is why and who do
we have to save our girls from?  We need to save
them from the males who undergo rejection, of

their friendship, marriage, dating and sexual pro-
posals. Why is male ego so poisonously danger-
ous that it cannot stand a no and take the
vengeance and revenge from innocent girls, by
throwing acid on their face. The ideology or the
thought remains that, ‘what can’t be mine, can’t
be anyone else’s either’. It only shows their dis-
turbed and harmful psyche,” says Sareen.

The low conviction rate is also not helping
the cause. The Section 326 A in the Indian Penal
Code lays down the punishment for acid attacks.
The minimum punishment is 10 years' impris-
onment. It can extend up to life imprisonment
with fine. A separate law to punish offenders in
such cases was passed along with amendment of
law on sexual offences, in 2013, after the PIL filed
by Laxmi Agarwal a victim of acid attacks.
“These perpetrators should be punished vehe-
mently, and stricter laws and penalties should be
imposed on such wrong doers, who destruct and
devastate the lives attacking them with acids,”
adds Sareen.

A case in point is Rakshima (name changed)
who was attacked with acid by a man much older
to her for, yes you got it right, rejecting his mar-
riage proposal. 

“I was in my late 20s when that man, who
used to live somewhere nearby, threw acid on
my face and body because I rejected his marriage
proposal. He was not only twice my age, but was
also a divorcee. He stalked me for a while and
one day told me that he wants to marry me. In
fact, it was not a proposal but an order. I hate
recalling that day, but unfortunately it has been
etched in my memory and on my face. Every day,
I am reminded of how that day has completely
changed my life,” she says.

The sad part of Rakshima’s story is that after
the incident the man was left without even the
slightest feeling of guilt. “I can recall the expres-
sions on his face after the incident. He was sat-
isfied that he did what he wanted, that he ruined
an innocent life and that he successfully fed his
false ego.  Within seconds, I fell unconscious and
woke up only to see my disfigured face. I didn’t
cry or shout. I was numb. I started thinking about
what it takes for people to become so coward and
go so down in life  that they don’t shy away from
ruining lives. I was devastated, but was deter-
mined to never cry over the cowardness of a man
who has nothing to do in his life. My beauty lies
inside me,” she tells you. 

However, Rakshima is not an exception,
another girl in her early 20s faced the same sit-
uation. Her dreams shattered along with that acid
bottle. “Revenge, the sense of not taking no as
an answer for anything and looking down upon
women are a few reasons why these horrendous
crimes take place. There have been so many
debates around the topics, but I want to ask what

has really changed? No one might have the
answer to this. The society, which on one hand
encourages movies like Chhapaak on the other
hand still turn their back towards acid attack sur-
vivors. We still fight to get our place. Some peo-
ple even don’t hesitate in saying that we should
have married that person in the first case. And
if we would have did, things would have been
better. However, it is not their fault actually. It
is their upbringing and their thoughts is a win-
dow to their personality. It is because of this
mindset that girls fear to walk on the streets
alone. They tremble when a boy follows them.
A shadow behind them even on a busy street
send shivers down their spine. You ask why?
Because no one knows what that shadow can do
to them,” she says without disclosing her iden-
tity.

Psychologists feel that low conviction rate is
also behind increasing cases as criminals know
that they can get away with the heinous crimes
or at least they will get a window where the vic-
tims will drop the cases after tiresome rounds
of courts. “I have had the experience of inter-
acting with many people with criminal bent of
mind, and the sheer disrespect to the law comes
directly from the delays in such proceedings.
Though courts cannot be blamed entirely when
we see the huge number of cases as against minis-
cule number of judges in India. A mechanism
has to be put in place; the Government also has
to step up the efforts to arm the courts with ade-
quate number of judges,” says Pulkit Sharma, a
clinical psychologist.

“India the nation of Goddesses, chat poojan,
Durga Pooja, Maa Saraswati, a nation which
chants jai mata di as soon as a voyage or a jour-
ney commences, a nation which believes that our
Goddesses are most powerful, how ironic is it
that the same nation tragically tops the global

charts when it comes to acid attacks targeting
women. India, hamari Bharat Mata tops when
it comes to rape cases,” wonders Sareen. The
question arises, why to throw acid and take crim-
inality to a level where it not only falls in the para-
meters of crimes that leave you trembling in fear,
but also shows disrespect towards a gender that
is compared to Goddess in the country. 

Many experts feel that frustration with life
or life matters is also behind the perpetration of
such crimes. “These criminals are, generally, the
people who are rejected or less accepted by the
society. There are cases where the accused per-
son reaches a level of aggression because of these
rejections, and vents his frustration on the eas-
iest of victims. The intensity of the action
depends on the mindset at that moment or the
availability of the tools of crime to the accused.
This is the reason that every sane person in India
favours ban on open sale of acid. I am not say-
ing that it will put a full stop to the crime, but
it will be a step towards curtailing the atrocious
act,” says Sharma.

Experts feel that fast track courts should be
constituted to adjudicating, these matters ,
India’s population is humungous and so are the
number of cases, more fast track courts should
adjudicate these matters, so that punishments
could be imposed and justice should prevail.
“Section 326 A & 326 B should be imposed per
the prevailing law, and Indian Penal Code. Also
there should be awareness workshops conduct-
ed by NGO and on social media, awareness ses-
sions should be conducted to cease and control
the increasing aggression and frustrated instincts
in the males, they should be educated to accept
a rejection, a no. Human values need to be
imbibed in them, they need to be properly
trained that females are not their property.
Human life is precious,” suggests Sareen.
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Japan’s Naomi Osaka dismissed
Jennifer Brady in straight sets to
win her fourth Grand Slam title

at the Australian Open on Saturday
and underline her new status as the
dominant force in women’s tennis.

Osaka, 23, swept past America’s
Brady 6-4, 6-3 in 77 minutes to win
her second straight major crown and
extend a 21-match winning streak
that stretches back more than a year.

The world number three, who
will rise to second in the rankings,
becomes only the third player after
Monica Seles and Roger Federer to
win her first four major finals.

By clinching back-to-back
majors for the second time, the
reigning US Open champion has
won half of the Slams she has con-
tested since her breakthrough 2018
US Open victory against Serena
Williams.

After a tight first set, Osaka con-

trolled the second to win 6-4, 6-3 in
77 minutes in front of 7,381 fans at
Rod Laver Arena, operating at half-
capacity over coronavirus concerns.

“During my pre-season I would
look at the Australian Open trophy
from the time before and I would
really feel inspired to try to win
another one,” she revealed.

Osaka, who did not play last
year’s French Open, saved match
points against Garbine Muguruza in
the fourth round and beat her idol
Serena Williams in straight sets in
the semi-finals.

But Osaka, a third-round loser
in Melbourne last year, said she did-
n’t expect her charmed run to go on
forever.

“I don’t expect to win all my
matches this year,” she said.
“Somebody can give me a medal if
I win all my matches this year, but
I don’t think it’s possible.

After subduing 22nd seed
Brady, a fellow big-hitter, Osaka lift-
ed her racquet above her head in a

muted celebration as the crowd
roared.

“We played in the semis of the
US Open a couple of months ago
and I told everyone that you’re going
to be a problem,” Osaka told Brady
at the trophy presentation.
“And I was right.”

US OPEN REMATCH
The Japanese survived

a seesaw start to gain
control, reeling off
six straight
games en
route to
the title.

It was
a rematch
of last year’s
epic, three-set
US Open semi-
final, described by
some as the best match of
2020, but Osaka triumphed
far more comfortably on
this occasion.

Despite the defeat,
Brady will rise to a career-
high 13th in the WTA
rankings.

Asked what makes
Osaka special, she said:
“She’s just brings out her
best in the big moments.

“But I don’t think,
you know, she’s God,”
added Brady. “I think
maybe Serena is. Maybe
she’ll get there, I don’t
know.”
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Not long ago, Jennifer Brady
thought reaching a Grand Slam

final was as far-fetched as “going to
Mars” — but she said a major win no
longer seems impossible after finish-
ing runner-up at the Australian
Open.

The American 22nd seed said a
Grand Slam victory now felt “totally
achievable” after her maiden major
final, despite falling in straight sets to
Naomi Osaka.

“I think I belong at this level. I
think winning a Grand Slam is total-
ly achievable. It’s within reach,” said
Brady after her first Slam decider.

“Obviously I was nervous, didn’t
go my way, but at the same time com-
ing off court, I was like, OK, that feels
a little bit normal.”

“If you were to ask me maybe a
year ago, I wouldn’t think it’s possi-
ble or it would feel like it’s, like, going
to Mars,” she added.

Brady has had the best run of her
career since tennis returned from its
coronavirus shutdown, winning her
first WTA title and reaching the US
Open semi-finals — where she also
lost to Osaka.

She reached the Melbourne final
despite undergoing 14 days’ hard
quarantine in Australia, forced to stay
in her room while other players were
allowed out every day to train.

“I made my first Grand Slam
final, so maybe if I wasn’t in quaran-
tine I would have won,” she smiled,
adding that she had “mixed feelings”
about the match.

“I’m pretty proud of myself, my
team, for what we achieved here. We
came here and I reached my first
Grand Slam final,” she said.

“But also I’m walking away with
the runner-up trophy, not the win-
ner’s trophy, so that’s a little bit sad.”
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Novak Djokovic says going
unbeaten in eight

Australian Open finals will
give him confidence in
Sunday’s decider, but he’ll need
more than that to overcome
“the man to beat” — red-hot
Russian Daniil Medvedev.

The Serbian world number
one is into his ninth decider at
Melbourne Park as he targets
an 18th Slam title to close the
gap on Roger Federer and
Rafael Nadal, who have 20
each.

It has been a rollercoaster
ride to get there, with Djokovic
uncharacteristically dropping
five sets as he battled an
abdominal injury that nearly
forced him to pull out.

But after his semi-final,
Djokovic said he was feeling
better than at any time during
the past fortnight as he pre-
pares to defend his crown
against a man on a 20-match
unbeaten streak.

The Serb heads into the
showpiece on Sunday evening
with the phenomenal record of
never losing a final on
Melbourne’s famous blue
courts in eight attempts span-
ning 13 years.

Djokovic will also be play-
ing his 28th Grand Slam final,
in contrast to the Russian’s
second.

But the 33-year-old, who
swept past qualifier Aslan
Karatsev in the semi-finals,
said while experience was

clearly an advantage, Medvedev
was also in electric form.

“Of course it contributes to
more confidence, prior to com-
ing into the finals knowing that
I never lost in the finals or
semi-finals just makes me feel
more comfortable being on
the court,” he said.

“But each year is different,
although it does have a mental
effect on me. Maybe on my
opponents, I don’t know, but on

me it does definitely have a
positive effect.

“But it’s not a decisive fac-
tor in the way the match is
going to go forward, because
each year is different.”

Medvedev is unbeaten
since last November, including
a straight-sets drubbing of the
Serb at the ATP Finals in
London, with Djokovic deem-
ing him “the man to beat”.

“He's just so solid. Also, I

heard (commentator) Jim
Courier calling him a master
chess player because of the way
he tactically positions himself
on the court, and it’s true,” he
said.

“You know, he’s definitely a
very smart tennis player.”

‘HE’S THE FAVOURITE’
Medvedev, who has

dropped just two sets so far,
insisted that despite having all

the momentum he was still the
underdog.

“He’s the favourite because
he didn’t lose. On eight occa-
sions that he was here in the
semis he won the tournament,”
said the 25-year-old.

“Me, I’m... the challenger,
the guy that challenges the
guy who was eight times in the
final and won eight times. And
I’m happy about it.

“I know that to beat him
you need to just show your best
tennis, be at your best physical-
ly maybe four or five hours, and
be at your best mentally maybe
for five hours,” he added.

Despite playing down his
chances, Medvedev, who also
reached the 2019 US Open
final, losing to Nadal, has the
weapons to trouble Djokovic,
with a big serve, unrelenting
returns and exceptional move-
ment as he targets a maiden
Grand Slam title.

Twelve of his 20 straight
wins have been against top-10
players and he has won three of
his last four against the 17-time
Grand Slam-winning Serb.

“Playing Novak seven
times already is just a huge
experience,” he said.

“(But) I think when he’s in
the zone he doesn’t miss. He
goes down the line, cross, fore-
hand, backhand, he doesn’t
miss. That’s what is the tough-
est part of playing against him.”

�����5�9�$;A7�

Japan’s Naomi Osaka promised on
Saturday not to be weighed down

by “pressure and expectation” after
her latest Grand Slam victory
s p a r k e d

t a l k
s h e
c ou l d

end up
winning 10

majors.
She becomes only

the third player after
Monica Seles and
Roger Federer to win

their first four major
finals, and will now rise to

second in the world rank-
ings.

The 23-year-old won her
fourth Slam from the last eight

she’s contested and is now seen as
the dominant force in women’s
tennis, a view shared by seven-time
Slam-winner Mats Wilander, who
believes Osaka can win 10 Grand
Slams.

“I’m taking it in sections. For
right now, I’m trying to go for five,”
Osaka said, when asked about
Wilander’s comment.

“After five I would think about
maybe dividing the 10, so maybe
seven or eight.”

“I don’t like to take things big-
picture,” Osaka added. “For me, I
like to live in the moment.

“It’s an honour that he said that.
But I don’t want to weigh myself
down with pressure and expecta-
tions.”

Osaka has proven to be irre-

sistible on hard courts after now
winning twice at Melbourne Park
and Flushing Meadows.

But she’s struggled elsewhere,
having never made it past the third
round on the French Open’s clay or

Wimbledon’s grass courts.
“I feel like I have to get comfort-

able on those surfaces,” she said. “I
didn’t grow up playing on grass at
all.

“I honestly think I’d have bet-
ter luck on clay, because I think last
year I didn’t play bad at all.”

However, when asked where
she was most likely to win her first
non-hardcourt Grand Slam, Osaka
said: “Hopefully clay because it’s the
one that’s sooner.”

As her achievements grow,
Osaka said she simply hoped to
inspire the next generation.

“Hopefully I play long enough
to play a girl that said that I was once
her favourite player,” she said.

“Unfortunately I didn’t get to
play (her favourite player) Li Na.

“I just think that’s how the sport
moves forward.”
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Barbora Krejcikova and Rajeev
Ram won their second

Australian Open mixed doubles
title in three years on Saturday with
a 6-1, 6-4 win over home pairing
Sam Stosur and Matthew Ebden.

For Krejcikova it was her third
Australian Open title in a row after
combining with Nikola Mektic of
Croatia to win the mixed doubles a
year ago.

She had lost in the women’s dou-
bles final with fellow Czech Katerina
Siniakova on Friday to Elise Mertens

and Aryna Sabalenka, but put her
disappointment behind her in just 59
minutes on Rod Laver Arena.

“We had a year off as a team, but
she didn’t have a year off and won
this thing last year,” Ram said of
Krejcikova at the presentation cer-
emony.

“Three years running is an
amazing job.”

Ram has a chance to pick up
another Australian Open title on
Sunday, when he and Britain’s Joe
Salisbury defend their men’s doubles
title against Ivan Dodig and Filip
Polasek.
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Naomi Osaka said she’s living her
“dreams” on Saturday after

defeating Jennifer Brady to win the
Australian Open, adding that she’ll

celebrate with anime and pizza.
Having grown up watching

the Australian Open at “crazy
hours” in the United States,

Osaka said it felt “surreal” to tri-
umph for the second time at
Melbourne Park.

“I’m really just living my dreams,”
she told Channel Nine.

“I’m always shaking a little bit (at
the end). Thank God I had three
match points.”

Reinforcing her reputation her-
self as tennis’s leading light, having
won four of her last eight Slams she’s
played, Osaka warned she was not
satisfied.

“I take every tournament serious-
ly,” she said.

“I just want to be consistent and
that is my main goal this year.”

Amid an uncertain upcoming
schedule, Osaka said she hoped to
play the Tokyo Olympics.

“Everyone knows I wanted to
play in the Olympics since I was a kid
and hopefully it goes through,” she
said. But after her triumph, Osaka
planned a low-key celebration.

“I’m probably going to watch
some anime... maybe (eat) pizza... and
go to sleep,” she said.
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Atletico Madrid gave renewed
hope to their La Liga title

rivals on Saturday by losing 2-0
at home to Levante and missing
the chance to extend their six-
point lead at the top of the table.

The defeat is only Atletico’s
second in the league this season
and their first at the Wanda
Metropolitano in any competi-
tion since Barcelona beat them
there in December 2019.

It means what could have
been a commanding 11-point
advantage at the top of the table
is now just six, with Real Madrid,
the closest challengers, up
against Real Valladolid later on
Saturday.

Due to rearranged fixtures,
Atletico were facing Levante
for the second time in four days,
having already dropped two
points against them in an away
1-1 draw on Wednesday.

And Levante proved that
was no fluke by going one bet-
ter, their impressive victory
inflicting another setback on
Diego Simeone’s side, who will
have to rediscover their rhythm
for Tuesday’s Champions League
last 16 first leg at home to
Chelsea. Luis Suarez will be up
against English opposition again
in midweek and the Uruguayan
went closest to finding an
equaliser, his bending free-kick
in the second half coming back
off the post. Suarez has now
gone three league games with-
out scoring for the first time this
season.

Jose Luis Morales had
already put Levante in front after
half an hour and while Atletico
huffed and puffed for most of
the second half.

Osaka has done it again
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Japan’s celebrations for Naomi
Osaka’s fourth Grand Slam title

went into orbit on Saturday, with
an astronaut tweeting congratula-
tions from the International Space
Station.

Osaka’s triumph over Jennifer
Brady in the Australian Open final
was hailed in Japan, and beyond,
as astronaut Soichi Noguchi wrote
from space “Naomi Osaka, con-
gratulations on the victory,” with
a Gold-medal emoji.

Japan’s media said it brought
prospects of a Gold medal at the
coronavirus-delayed Tokyo
Olympics “a big step closer”.

Major broadcasters flashed
news of the 23-year-old’s latest
Grand Slam win, which added to
victories at the 2018 US Open, the
2019 Australian Open and the
2020 US Open.

“Osaka got a big step closer to
winning the Gold medal at the
Tokyo Olympics,” the Nikkan
Sports daily said of the player, who
is a leading face of the Games in
her home nation.

“The Australian victory is a
barometer for the Gold medal” at
the Tokyo Games, where tennis
matches are played on the same
type of court, the newspaper said
— calling Osaka “the queen of
hard courts.”
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Bayern Munich crashed to
a 2-1 defeat at Eintracht

Frankfurt on Saturday in the
Bundesliga as the world
champions showed chinks
in their armour before they
return to Champions League
action next week.

Robert Lewandowski
netted his 26th league goal
this season for Bayern, but
Frankfurt deserved the win
thanks to first-half goals by
Japan midfielder Daichi
Kamada and Amin Younes.

After their 3-3 league
draw at home to strugglers
Armina Bielefeld last
Monday, Bayern again wob-
bled ahead of Tuesday’s

Champions League first leg
tie at Lazio.

Frankfurt’s win gives
hope to Bayern’s league rivals
as second-placed RB Leipzig
can cut Bayern’s lead to two
points if they win at Hertha
Berlin on Sunday.

It was Bayern’s third
league defeat.
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Ishan Kishan, Suryakumar
Yadav and Rahul Tewatia on

Saturday earned their maiden
India call-up for next month’s
five-match T20 series against
England as the selectors
rewarded them for their stu-
pendous performances in the
IPL.

Wicket-keeper batsman
Rishabh Pant, all-rounder Axar
Patel and pacer Bhuvneswar
Kumar also returned to a fresh-
looking squad.

The selectors named a 19-
man squad for the series start-
ing March 12 in Ahmedabad
with an aim to try out new
faces such as Kishan, Yadav and
Tewatia in a World Cup year.

All three had a stellar IPL
though Yadav has formed the
backbone of Mumbai Indians’
batting over the years.

Questions were raised
when Suryakumar Yadav did
not make the team for the
series in Australia but his long
wait has finally ended.

Kishan too had a good
IPL and has been in red hot
form in white ball cricket. He
got the call-up on a day when
he smashed 173 off 93 balls for
Jharkhand in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy.

Tewatia, who plays for
Rajasthan Royals and Haryana,
had smashed West Indian
Sheldon Cottrell for five sixes
in an over in the IPL last year
to pull off a stunning win for
his team.

Left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav, Sanju Samson
and Manish Pandey have been
dropped from the side while
pacer Jasprit Bumrah has been

rested.
Mohammad Shami and

Ravindra Jadeja were not
included as they they are still
recovering from injuries they
suffered on the Australia tour.

Pant comes back into the
team following a stellar run in
Tests in Australia and  his
good form has continued in the
home series against England.
Bhuvneshwar returns to the
side having recovered from a
hamstring injury he suffered in
the IPL. 

Axar, who last played a T20
in February 2018, is also back
having performed consistently
in the IPL. His selection comes
after he took a five-wicket haul
in his maiden Test and is a like-
for-like replacement for Jadeja.

Mystery spinner Varun
Chakravarthy, who missed the
Australia series due to an
injury, has also been named in
the team.

Left-arm pacer T Natarajan
has expectedly retained his
place following an impressive
debut series in Australia.

Both Kishan and Pant have
been named as wicketkeepers,
so it remains to be seen if K L
Rahul will continue to keep the
wickets.
T20I squad: Virat Kohli
(Captain), Rohit Sharma (vice-
captain), KL Rahul, Shikhar
Dhawan, Shreyas Iyer,
Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik
Pandya, Rishabh Pant (wicket-
keeper), Ishan Kishan (wicket-
keeper), Yuzvendra Chahal,
Varun Chakravarthy, Axar
Patel, Washington Sundar,
Rahul Tewatia, T Natarajan,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Deepak
Chahar, Navdeep Saini and
Shardul Thakur. 
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The pink ball usually
moves around a lot in
twilight but India bats-

man Cheteshwar Pujara on
Saturday said it is difficult to
predict how much the SG ball
will swing in the first ever Test
under lights at the refurbished
Motera Stadium here.

India annihilated England
by 317 runs in a rank-turner at
Chepauk to level the four-
match series one-all and all eyes
are now on the pitch here for
the third Test begins from feb-
ruary 24.

India do not have a lot of
experience with the pink-ball,
having played just two games.

“We are not sure how much
the ball is going to swing
around for this particular Test,”
Pujara said in a virtual media
interaction after the first net
session.

“Early on it might swing a
bit, but maybe going forward as
the match progresses, it might
not be a lot of swing but we
never know with the pink ball
it’s very difficult to predict.”

Pujara said the pitch looked
a decent one to him but “a lot
could change with three-four
days left for the Test”.

“It’s a different ball game
with the red ball. With the pink
ball, it’s very difficult to judge
or assess anything before the
match begins because some-
times you’re expecting some-
thing but it turns out something
else with a pink ball.

“I would just try to keep
things very simple as a player,
and not worry too much about
the pitch,” Pujara said.

“I’ve played so many Test
matches but with pink ball I
also don’t have enough experi-
ence. I don’t think experience
matters a lot when you are play-
ing just one off game in a Test
series with the pink ball,” he
said.

On the Motera stadium, he
said: “It’s a new stadium, it’s a
new pitch. Once we play more
games we’ll get to know about
the pitch. But it’s a beautiful sta-
dium we all are enjoying here.
We had a gym session yester-
day.

“Personally, I’ve some fond
memories of the last time I
played in 2012 which was right
after my engagement.”

“In the old stadium, it was
helpful for the spinners. But if
you bat well, there was value for
your shots. The ball would

reverse as well. I will always
remember the Test,” he said
recalling his 206 not out against
England here in November
2012.

India have so far hosted a
solitary pink ball Test against
Bangladesh on a green top at
Eden Gardens in November
2019 as they bulldozed their
neighbours by an innings and
46 runs inside three days.

But against England who
boast of a star-studded pace line
up in James Anderson, Jofra
Archer, Stuart Broad, such a

move could backfire.
Pujara said they’re unsure

whether to keep a grass cover
or not.

“To be honest it’s very dif-
ficult to predict whether you
can keep the grass cover or can
take it off.

“We are in a stage where we
don’t have a lot of experience as
players but we are trying to fig-
ure out... We’ll see.

“It’s very difficult to say
anything about it because we
have played just one day-night
game (in India) which was
with the SG ball. The domestic
games (Duleep Trophy), was
with Kookaburra balls.

“I feel it’s an important
game for us to qualify for the
World Test Championship so
we would try to focus on the
things what we want to do as a

team and make sure that we
win this Test,” he added.

India had a horror show in
their last pink ball Test, against
Australia in Adelaide, where
they crashed to their lowest-
ever total of 36 to succumb to
an eight-wicket defeat.

Pujara said playing a pink-
ball game at home is  a differ-
ent challenge altogether.

“It was a different ball-
game altogether, we were play-
ing in Australia. The ball was
swinging around a lot and we
had a bad session, one and half
hours of poor batting that led
to the disaster.

“Here we are playing in our
own conditions, the ball is also
different with the SG ball and
the guys have played a Test with
the SG ball so we are pretty con-
fident that we will put up a

good show.”
The India No 3 has not

been able to convert his starts
and was dismissed by English
leftarm spinner Jack Leach in
successive Tests at Chepauk.

But Pujara said he’s confi-
dent about his batting and
preparation and a three-figure
mark is just “a matter of time”.

“I’ve got good starts but
there have been two unfortu-
nate dismissals. I’m doing well
in preparation and confident
about my batting. I’m sure a
three-figure score will come
soon and it’s just a matter of
time,” he said. 

Asked if Hardik can make
the eleven, he added: “It’s good
to see him back in his rhythm.
He seems in good nick. I’m not
allowed to say anything at this
stage”. 
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Ready to re-enter the IPL
bandwagon after seven

years, Cheteshwar Pujara says
competing in the T20 league
won’t hamper his prepara-
tions for the away Test series
against England since he will
have plenty of County games
to play before the Test assign-
ment.

Unsold for seven seasons,
Pujara was finally picked by
MS Dhoni-led Chennai Super
Kings at his base price of �50
lakh for this year IPL.

“I’m really glad to be part
of the IPL. It’s good to be back
again, and I would like to
thank CSK for taking me,” the
India Test number three said

here during a virtual media
conference.

“Talking about county
cricket, I will still have enough
time before we play the
England Test series,” Pujara,
who has earlier played for
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire
and Yorkshire, said.

India will play five Tests
against England later this year.

Pujara has a solid tech-
nique but due to his slow bat-
ting style he is not considered
fit for the slam-bang format.
But he is looking forward to
make a mark in this format
too.

“Once IPL gets over, there
will be a window where I can
play a few county games. That
call I will take once IPL it gets

over. But there will be enough
time to play some County
games. We also have a couple
of practice games before the
Test series begins in August.

“There’s plenty of time to
play county cricket but it’s
always good to be back in
IPL.”

Asked whether he dis-
cussed this with CSK, Pujara
said: “Nothing on that part...
But I always wanted to play
shorter format of the game.”

“So my focus once this
(ongoing) Test series gets over
will be on the IPL, and then
once IPL gets over then I’ll
think about county games
and then there is a big series
coming up against England in
August...”
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KXIP is now Punjab Kings and its co-owner Ness Wadia on
Saturday said the franchise needed to rebrand itself after

so many years of IPL and the name change was something it
wanted since 2019.

Wadia feels Punjab Kings is a simpler name compared to
Kings XI Punjab and will connect more with their fan base.

“We just felt that we wanted to relook at things. We need-
ed to rebrand and reinvent ourselves after so many years. As
they say if something doesn’t work, change it and try and get
it working,” Wadia told PTI, referring to the team’s title-less
run in the IPL since the event’s inaugural edition in 2008.

“Kings XI Punjab had a reference to the playing XI. Punjab
Kings is more inclusive and will resonate better with the fans.

“We had been thinking of a name change for last couple
of years. COVID came in 2020 so we put it on hold. We thought
if we could do it at the big auction next year or the smaller
auction this season, so finally decided to do it this year.”

With the COVID caseload coming down drastically in
India, the upcoming edition is set to be played in the coun-
try. Wadia is excited about the IPL returning home.

“The UAE has had a huge amount of cases recently. India
is safer at this point. We just need to make sure that strict pro-
tocols are in place, like we had in the UAE.

“Hopefully, some part of the stadiums will be filled with
spectators. I don't see full crowds being allowed for the games.
I am the sure the right decision will be taken in due time. We
are still two months away from the tournament,” said Wadia.
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Skipper Ishan Kishan
smashed a blistering 173 off

just 94 balls to lead Jharkhand
to a massive 324-run victory
over Madhya Pradesh in an
Elite Group B game of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy, here on
Saturday.

Invited to bat, Jharkhand
posted a mammoth 422 for
nine, shaped by Kishan’s whirl-
wind knock, and then bundled
out the opposition for a mea-
gre 98 in 18.4 overs, with
pacer Varun Aaron (6/37)
doing the bulk of the damage.

The 22-year-old left-hand-
ed Kishan single-handedly
tore apart the MP attack, strik-
ing 19 fours and 11 sixes in his
knock.

After Jharkhand lost open-
er Utkarsh Singh (6) early,
Kishan conjured up a 113-run
second-wicket stand with
Kumar Kushagra (26) to lay
the foundation for a big score.

Kishan, who opened the
innings, continued playing his
shots before being caught by
Shubham Sharma off Gaurav
Yadav.

Kishan reached his indi-
vidual 50 in 42 balls, 100 in 74
balls and 150 in 86 balls.

Courtesy Kishan’s hero-
ics, Jharkhand posted  the
highest total by an Indian
domestic side.

Virat Singh (68 off 49
balls; 5x4, 3x6) and Sumit
Kumar (52 off 58 balls, 5x4)
also played their parts to per-
fection as all the MP bowlers
had an off day in the field.

However, there was more
action in store as all-rounder

Anukul Roy smashed seven
sixes and three fours in his 39-
ball 72 and ensured that his
team went past the 400-run
mark.

Aaron wreaked havoc to
leave Madya Pradesh tottering
at 21 for five.

It was just a matter of time
as they were eventually bun-
dled out for 98 as their all top-
order batsmen faltered.

Brief Scores:
Jharkhand 422/9 (Ishan

Kishan 173, Anukul Roy 72;
Virat Singh 68; Gourav Yadav
4/73, Shubham Sharma 1/44)
beat Madhya Pradesh 98 all
out (Abhishek Bhandari 42;
Venkatesh Iyer 23; Varun
Aaron 6/37, Bal Krishna 2/8)
by 324 runs. 
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Vishnu Solanki's stroke-

filled century and bowlers'
splendid show set up Baroda's
five wicket win over Goa in an

Elite Group A game  as they
kicked off their Vijay Hazare
Trophy campaign on a win-
ning note here on Saturday.

Invited to bat at the
Kholdvad Gymkhana ground,
Baroda bundled out Goa for
263 and then chased the tar-
get with nine balls to spare as
they rode on Solanki's 108 off
132 balls and half centuries
from skipper Krunal Pandya
(71 off 77 balls) and opener
Smit Patel (58 off 64 balls).

For Goa, Snehal
Kauthankar top scored with a
100-ball 81, hammering six
fours and two sixes after they
lost openers Ishaan Gadekar
(7) and Aditya Kaushik (7)
early.

Baroda bowlers led by
pacer Atit Sheth (3/50) and
left-arm spinner Krunal
Pandya (3/62) kept making in-
roads even as Kauthankar did
not get a steady partner.

Skipper Amit Verma (24),
wicket-keeper KD Eknath
(43), Suyash Prabhudessai
(39), Darshan Misal (20) and
Lakshay Garg (23) could not
convert their starts into big
scores.

Sheth and Krunal, were
well complimented by pacer
Lukman Meriwala (2/43), who
was recently picked up by
Delhi Capitals and all-rounder
Babashafi Pathan (1/43).

Baroda lost opener Kedar
Devdhar (0) early, but Smit
Patel and Solanki rallied the
innings with their 95-run
stand for the second wicket to
bring them back into the con-
test.

Solanki took on the Goa
bowlers with utmost ease and

hammered 12 fours and a six,
and found an able ally in skip-
per Krunal, as they stitched a
crucial 138-run stand for the
third wicket.

Baroda lost Solanki and
Krunal in quick succession,
but Ninad Rathwa (10 not
out) and Abhimanyusingh
Rajput (6 not out) took them
home in 48.3 overs.

Brief Scores:
Goa 263 all out (Snehal

Kauthankar 81; K D Eknath
43; Atit Sheth 3/50; Krunal
Pandya 3/62) lost to Baroda
264/5 (Vishnu Solanki 108,
Krunal Pandya 71; Amit
Verma 2-39, Amulya
Pandrekar 1-35) by five wick-
ets.

At C K Pithwala Ground:
Hyderabad 349/5 (Tilak
Verma 156 not out, Tanmay
Agarwal 86; R A Dey 2/45, A
S Sarkar 1/42) beat Tripura 236
(Milind Kumar 67, Bikram
Kumar Das 65; C V Milind
5/43, B Sandeep 2/37) by 113
runs.

At Lalbhai Contractor
Stadium: Chhattisgarh 231 all
out (Shashank Chandrakar 92,
Ashutosh Singh 47; Arzan
Nagwaswalla 6/54, Chintan
Gaja 2/50) lost to Gujarat
232/7 (Dhruv 38, B H Merai
38; Veer Pratap Singh 2/38) by
three wickets. 
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Rinku Singh smashed an

unbeaten 62 as Uttar Pradesh
stunned defending champi-
ons Karnataka by nine runs via
the VJD Method in their rain-
truncated Vijay Hazare Trophy
Group C opener here on
Saturday.

Chasing 247 in the stipu-
lated 50 overs, Uttar Pradesh
had a slow start and were
150/4 in 32 overs, but then, the
Kolkata Knight Riders left-
hander took charge of the
proceedings, hitting seven
boundaries and one six in his
61-ball knock.

Rain halted play at 45.2
overs with UP placed at 215/4,
which was nine runs more
than the par score of 207, at
the M Chinnaswamy Stadium.

UP’s opening duo of
Abhishek Goswami (54 off 67
balls) and Karan Sharma (40
off 74 balls) initially struggled
to get going against the
Karnataka new ball bowlers,
Abhimanyu Mithun and
Prasidh Krishna, managing
only nine runs in the first five
overs.

The pair put on a century
stand but they lost three wick-
ets for nine runs as the defend-
ing champions looked to seize
the momentum, But Rinku
turned it around with his brisk
half-century.

Put in, a depleted
Karnataka, who were missing
the services of K L Rahul,
Mayank Agarwal, Manish
Pandey and K Gowtham, also
got off to a slow start.

The promising Devdutt
Padikkal (52 from 84 balls;
7x4) laid the foundation before
No. 6 Aniruddha Joshi’s blaz-
ing 48-ball 68 (4x4, 6x4)
propped up their total.

In the second match at
Alur, Railways thrashed Bihar
by 10 wickets with openers
Mrunal Devdhar (105 not out)
and Pratham  taking 29 overs
to cruise to a 190-run target.
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Getting picked for Rs.9.2
crore by Chennai Super

Kings (CSK) as the most
expensive Indian player in IPL
mini-auction left off-spin
bowling all-rounder
Krishnappa Gowtham shiver-
ing, but he was also happy and
brought tears to his entire
family as it was a “very emo-
tional moment”.

Having played just two
games for Kings XI Punjab in
last year’s IPL and done very
little in the 2019 edition in
seven matches, Gowtham, 32,
has little to show in terms of
performance from the T20
tournament.

But of his knocks, from
2018, has stuck in the minds of
CSK management. Gowtham
hammered two sixes in the
penultimate over as he and Jos
Buttler scored the required 28
runs in the last two overs to
win Rajasthan Royals a league
game against the MS Dhoni-
led CSK.

“I never had any kind of
numbers in my mind. I never
believed even when the auc-
tion was happening that this
would actually happen. When
it all got over, I was literally
shivering but at the same time
I was very happy. My family
was also very happy. I was con-
stantly talking to my wife; a lot
of emotions were running

through. I enjoyed every bit of
it,” Gowtham told IANS from
Ahmedabad, where he as
India's net bowler is helping
the team prepare for the third
Test against England, begin-
ning on Wednesday.

Gowtham, however, has
plenty of experience in first-
class cricket which gives him
the belief in his worth. He has
taken 166 wickets in 42 first-
class matches and scored at a
strike of close to 80 even in
multi days format.

The Rs.9.2 crore amount is
the last thing on his mind, he
says. “It doesn’t put any pres-
sure on me. I have played so
many domestic matches. It is
all about the experience, about

domestic experience. It is
about how you turn it into
energy. You can’t go out there
with a price tag on your mind.
You can't really give it all
when you are constantly think-
ing about the price tag. I don’t
think you can ever perform or
be the way you want to be with
price tag [on your mind]. You
have to go out there and play
the way you have to. That is
how I am going to think and
approach the game [IPL],” he
explained.

Gowtham made his debut
in Ranji Trophy debut for
Karnataka in 2012 but was left
out of team for three years,
from 2014 to 2016, due to poor
performance.

Pujara not sure about SG pink ball swing
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� What is keeping you busy
these days?

I am busy with FTC, a talent
app of mine and trying to get peo-

ple from all over the coun-
try to get job oppor-

tunities in the
movie business.

I have a few
web series
and films
in the
p i p e l i n e
too. So
just busy
with get-
ting back

to work and
the normal

routine  and
also at the same

time valuing time

that I get to spend with my fami-
ly.

� A lesson that you learnt dur-
ing the lockdown?

We can’t take anything for
granted. We need to value what we
have and at the same time under-
stand how much do we need —
whether it is clothes or any other
thing. I realised the value of real
things in life as compared to the
other things.

� You are still as fit as one can
be. Tell us about your fitness
regime?

Fitness for me is all about the
mind and to be involved in that
process every day. Eating right,
training right and regularly, being
positive, laughing and proudly

looking at everything in a posi-
tive way — glass half ful rather
than half empty. I train six days
a week on weights. I have a very
balanced diet. Also I don’t miss
yoga. Pranayams are important
for me.

� What is your biggest take-
away from the industry?

It is what life has given me in
all these years. Thanks to the
industry for all the name, fame,
love, affection and a passport to
anybody’s heart. All that will be
worth it as long as I can use it to
create a positive impact and be
responsible.

� You have recently associated
with O2 Cure? What is it about?

My association with the

brand is all about health, wellness
and COVID. We are urging peo-
ple to live a healthier life. The
products from the brand with
American technology will help us
make the working environment a
safer place and also help us get
back to work. 

Also, team O2 Cure’s motiva-
tion and commitment towards pro-
viding the society with a solution to
fight the deadly virus, was inspiring.
Their special expertise and focus on
R&D has today enabled them to
offer solutions such as these,
designed to offer us the much
needed sense of security as our lives
move back to normalcy. I am hope-
ful that this collaboration will lead
to changing people’s life for good
and bringing a sense of safety
around their environment.

�How did you get interested in music?
It began in school. My teacher, back then, one day made me

sing in the class. He loved the way I sang. I developed a love for
singing from there. My mother is a great singer. We grew up lis-
tening to her sing. Hamare galey mein sur-tal shuru se thha.
�When and how did you get your first break?

I got my first break through a reality show Coke (V) Popstars.
It was a show done by Channel V, it was a nationwide talent hunt
show where five women who would form a band; I was one of
the winners. That is how I began my musical journey.
�What are the three songs, that you released recently, about?

All the three songs that I have released in the last three-four
months have a different flavour to it. They showcase me as a per-
son and as an artist in different light — versatile and the mul-
tiple personalities that I may have. The song Kehnde Rehnde comes
from a deep place of anger, disappointment and rejection for being
a certain kind of person; a woman in the world who doesn’t fol-
low the norms. And not just cyberbullied but bullied by the soci-
ety and put in a corner and shamed for being myself.
Cyberbullying is another evil aspect of that. This song, I felt was
necessary to put out. I wanted to tell people, through the song,
why they keep blabbering since nobody is interested. Tu Ki Jane,
is a mature song about heartbreak and yet the woman has a sense
of empowerment and shows the man an aspect of what he will
lose if he leaves me. The video is very empowering. Tara is a beau-
tiful love song of yesteryears — the subtlety that one saw via poet-
ry where the woman says that she would have been just an ordi-
nary star in the galaxy but after meeting you I have become whole-
some like the moon and now have a place because of you.
�How did Tara get featured in Lahore Confidential?

We were working on the song when somebody I knew in Zee5
was looking for a folk song. I made him listen to Tara; we were
still working on it. He loved the rough track and asked if he could
feature it in Lahore Confidential. I told him that I was working
on my own version of the song and if I could do that, I can license
you the song. I am glad that it happened.
�Do you think songs have the power to change mindset?

Songs, films and art have the power to change mindset and
artists have been gifted the divine power by God and hence I feel
this is the responsibility that we have on our shoulders rather
than the morality of bondage that the society wants to put on
me because I am a woman who behaves in a certain way. I would
rather take the responsibility of changing the mindset and pro-
gressing the society into being more fluid and more accepting
of people.
�What kind of music do you love making?

My taste in music is varied. I make music that comes from
within — from my heart. As an artist I love the idea of express-
ing myself and not just selling music. I love acoustic music, bal-
lads, pop, rock. I love listening to dance music. I listen to reg-
gae, good hip-hop tracks as well. I just want the music to be good
that comes from the heart. The lyrics should be good nd even
if the music is hardcore, as long as it is fun and well-produced,
I would love it. The songs should have a special something to
them.
�A song that you loved doing?

I have loved and enjoyed doing songs that I have put out
whether it was in Hindi, Punjabi, Tamil or Telugu. There is always
a back story to each song. But yes, there are a few favourites. Dil
Diyan Gallan is one of the most favourite songs that I have sung.
Tara is yet another song that I loved doing.
�You acted as well. Why not pursue that?

I would love to pursue acting if it was a Broadway like
Chicago.
�What next?

There is plenty in the kitty. I have two more songs lined up.
I am almost set to release my first English song. I am working
on it. I am also the captain of the Delhi team on Indian Pro Music
League. 
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He is as fit as he was in early 2000s.
Shetty shares with Musba Hashmi his

fitness regime, a lesson that he learnt
during the lockdown and his 

association with O2 Cure

What comes to your mind
when you hear the word
potteries? Is it those big

heavy pots? What if we tell you that
your naked eye won’t be enough to see
the potteries made by Rajasthan-
based artisan Om Prakash Galav and
that you would need a magnifying
glass to see the beauty? Interesting
enough? However, it was not until
2011 when the craft came into the
limelight and people started recog-
nising Galav for his work.

“Before 2011, there were very few
people practising this craft. Although,
small pottery was popular. When I
started making miniature pottery,
they were so tiny that it required peo-
ple a magnifying glass to see them. But
only the size is small, otherwise they
are exactly a copy of the normal sized
artifacts, both from
the outside and
the inside,” he tells
you.

The world’s
smallest pot-
tery was made
in 2012 which
was recorded in
the Unique Book
of World Records. 

If you think
that it was enthusi-
asm that led to the birth of
miniature pottery, you are

absolutely wrong. It was, instead,
demotivation and frustration that
made Galav introduce the craft.

“There was a time when I was
extremely demotivated and frustrat-
ed with the Government officials
because our craft from the Ramgard
region was not getting any recogni-
tion. I also tried for National level

c o m p e t i t i o n s
about five times
for which I sent
bigger artifacts
that were about
two to six feet tall.

Creating such a
piece of work requires
immense effort and

time. There was much

cost involved in creating and trans-
portation. Even after putting so much
money, effort and time, I always
returned empty handed. That’s when,
out of frustration, I realised that I
should instead make artifacts that are
small and can be carried in a bag and
can save the money spend on the
transportation. This is how I started
doing miniature pottery and fortu-
nately also won an award the next
year,” Galav says.

The craft is centuries-old and has
been passed down to Galav by his
ancestors. The craft even earned his
father the State Merit Award back in
1989. He then tried for National
Level Competition but there was no
luck or maybe something was amiss

to qualify. 
However, initially Galav was

apprehensive whether his craft will
find a place in the heart of people or
not. But when his artifacts were
selected in the first round of the com-
petition, he had that confidence that
it will get selected in the next rounds
as well.

Till date, Galav has made  around
5000 miniatures. While most of them
are difficult, the most challenging one
was a lantern. “I have made miniature
hookah, ear rings, miniature tea sets,
buttons for shirts and lanters.
However, the lantern was the tough-
est because it was such a small piece
and to create its net required a lot of
fine work. Also, it all that has to be

done before it dries. It’s a delicate task
and requires a lot of concentration, but
if there is passion and dedication
towards things, then everything seems
easy,” he says.

It takes Galav about six hours on
an average to make an artefact.
However, the exact time depends on
the type of art  he is creating. “If I am
making a lantern, then it will take six
hours to make it without a break. If
in these six hours my hand moves a
bit, then the whole hard work will go
in vain and I will have to redo the
piece. There have been several inci-
dents when I had to redo a piece. It is
frustrating obviously, but then it is a
part and parcel of my job,” he tells you.

There are no high-end tools that
Galav uses. The magic lies in his
hands. “I just use some wheel without
too many vibrations.  I make pottery
with my hands and nails. We can use
a toothpick or a sharp blade for fur-
ther details. But the biggest tool are
your thoughts and imagination and
also your control on the clay,” Galav
explains.

The USP of the artifacts made by
Galav is that they are hand-crafted,
hand-made and are 100 per cent bio-
degradable, are made without the use
of toxic chemicals and are complete-
ly sustainable.

“The pieces are so strong that they
can be preserved for thousands of
years and yet are so delicate that they
are extremely safe for nature,” Galav
who is showcasing his craft at the
India Craft Week, mentions.

Galav adds that events like India
Craft Week gives artisans a platform
to showcase their talent which other-
wise would have gone unnoticed by
many.

However, he has a request to make
to the Government. “I want to request
the Government to recognise our craft
too, because otherwise it will disap-
pear. More and more people are now
leaving this craft and taking to a sta-
ble profession to make ends meet. The
reason being the losses associated with
the craft. There are few designs where
only one out of a lot of five is good for
selling. The rest go in vain. If it con-
tinues to happen, the craft will van-
ish from India. Hence, we want that
there should be a separate board for
us and the craft,” he says.
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How many of us knew what

a sanitiser really was before
the pandemic? And even if we
did, it goes without saying not
many used it so frequently. In
fact, for many, it was nothing
but a medical luxury. 

However,  COVID-19
taught us the importance and
necessity of sanitation and
hygiene. But long before this
people like Vikas Bagaria have
already been working towards
improving the sanitary condi-
tions with innovative products
and campaigns such as Pee
Safe.

“In 2013, my wife and now
the co-founder of Pee Safe suf-
fered from Urinary Tract
Infection because of using dirty
public toilets while travelling. It
was then that we realised the
importance of maintaining san-
itary hygiene. That got us think-
ing and we decided that the

need of that hour was for a toi-
let seat sanitizer spray which is
easy to carry and cheap enough
to buy.  After a lot of reasearch,
it was in 2017 that we finally
ventured into female hygiene
and intimate hygiene for both
men and women with an aim to
improve the conditions in the
country regarding this issue,”
says Bagaria.

Although feminine hygiene
has been a taboo in the coun-
try for generations and not
many people prefer to talk
about it in open, the recent
years has seen a change. With
the youth talking and dis-
cussing such issues to raise
awareness and create dialogue,
the situation is definitely
improving, if not more.

“Since the youth has always
been the drivers of change, our
target audience is also Gen Z
and the millennials. They don’t

beat around the bush, they are
vocal, bold, upfront and social
media friendly about issues
like sex, menstruation and inti-
mate hygiene. This is exactly
what we need. It is to target
these people that we launch var-
ious campaigns including, Own

the Red, in 2019, where for the
first time we depicted the men-
strual blood in advertisements
as red and not the standard
blue. It is absolutely imperative
to acknowledge and work on
these little things to make big-
ger changes,” he says.

Not only this, but the grow-
ing demand of the youth insist-
ed the husband-wife duo to
launch their range of female
condoms. “It was on the
demand of the consumers that
we launched our female con-
doms ‘Domina’. They are the
ones who encouraged us by say-
ing that this is something they
want to talk about, we worked
purely on their demand,” he
says.

The credit of the success of
the brand and its campaigns has
to be given to the young and
dynamic team that Bagaria has.
“The very reason behind such
different ideas, campaigns and
products is that our team con-
sists of extremely young and
energetic people. Their average
age is around 23-25 and if they
are given the freedom to express
themselves on social media,
they make sure they make

every post worth it. All our
campaigns are in house and all
the credit goes to the creativi-
ty of the team,” Bagaria added.

The unfortunate part id
that the high of sanitation has
gone down again. “I believe we
used to use more sanitiser sit-
ting at home than we do now,
but the good news is that the
pandemic made people con-
cerned about hygiene. I know
although awareness regarding
feminine hygiene has grown
immensely, it will still be some
time till it becomes a household
topic. Even the budget has
given a concession to health and
wellness, and anything that
emphasis awareness and
increases access is a good thing.
I am positive it will also boost
the sector of feminine health
because as long as our women
are healthy, our nation will
remain healthy,” he says.
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ENCOURAGING

GREEN
Businesses need to go beyond the interests of
their companies to the communities they serve. 

— Ratan Tata

Very recently Mahindra&Mahindra
got caught on the wrong foot. A
picture of M&M’s Board meeting
was shared on Twitter, where a
user pointed out use of disposable

plastic bottles in the Board meeting of the
company. This promptly led Mr. Mahindra to
take ownership and banish plastic bottles from
meetings and replace them with environment
friendly alternatives. 

This simple narrative points out how the
organisers of the meeting had not thought
about the environmental implications of their
actions (using plastic bottles in the meeting),
when the company is actively promoting envi-
ronment and sustainability, and this may be
true for employees across organisations as well,
who are neither aware nor committed to the
environmental cause. Hence, employee
involvement becomes important for organisa-
tions on its sustainability journey. 

Smart organisations know how to ensure
core values of their organisation. This can hap-
pen either by persuading their employees or by
giving them a clear message. Organisations
that have made greening a priority for them-
selves expect environment-centric behaviour
from their people and this has resulted in judi-
cious utilisation of resources. In addition, con-
sistent assessment of environmental impact
while taking business decisions, recycling and
repurposing of resources and adoption of sus-
tainable forms of different resources are some
other important parameters.
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Sustainability, greening the corporation,
environment management are gradually
becoming a part of the corporate vocabulary.
The way the natural resources are extracted
and consumed from earth, it is going to be
very difficult to replenish them timely. It is
often discussed in various forums that for gen-
erating the resources we spend in one year;
earth takes around 1.5 years for the re-genera-
tion. Hence, it can be assumed that there will a
requirement of the capacity of almost two
Earths by 2030 to keep pace with the present
natural resource consumption, and the require-
ment will be of three planets by 2050. 

Experts have always warned people about
the impacts of climate change, global warming
and the recent onset of a pandemic (Covid-19)
can completely rewire people’s brains. All these
environmental changes will have far reaching
impact on humanity and life force on the plan-
et. They would be designed in such a way that
they work on People-Planet-Profit (PPP)

methodologies, thereby providing benefits to
all the stakeholders. The architecture, building,
resources employed would all be designed to
function on the principles that promote sus-
tainability. 

The current requirement is towards devel-
oping long-term, meaningful relationships, and
self-discipline for attaining effective results.
Thus, the design of the workplace is such that
supports the basic and core idea in a more
accommodating and comprehensive manner.
When employees find the conviction among
their leaders, they tend to behave in the man-
ner that supports green and sustainable way of
working in an interrelated and interlinked way. 

A Green workplace is an eco-friendly and
focused organisation and leans towards the
adoption of business practices that are justifi-
able in nature, energy efficient, and well suited
to the complex as well as the ever-changing
world of business. It advocates the model based
on 3Rs — reduce, reuse, recycle. It is not only
green building and green infrastructure, rather
it has a much broader scope. It encompasses
green competencies, green attitude, and green
behaviour, which is combined synergistically to
help the organisation become green or sustain-
able. Values are the essential characteristic that
both employees and organisations uphold and
operate at multiple levels (societal, organisa-
tional and personal), thus playing a fundamen-
tal role in shaping the organisation’s culture
with regard to a shift towards greater sustain-
ability.
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A lot of changes were witnessed post pan-
demic in the very year of 2020. Globally, work
from office (if not completely zero) definitely
went on the downward slide. At the same time,
thanks to availability of internet and online
working option availability, work was not com-
pletely shut. Although, work from office was
very less, we could experiment with new work-
ing models in most of the industries and com-
panies of all sizes. Though we were not meet-
ing face-to-face, we were still connected. The
pandemic accelerated the adoption of technol-
ogy and digital way of working tremendously.

Now, with the vaccine discussions, new
experiments are being made. These include
mixing remote and office work with safety pro-
tocols, remote management, making tough
decisions like giving furlough to some workers
and growing the roles of others, engagement,
learning, monitoring and evaluating so that the
business of the organisation can happen as
usual. 

Global industry analyst Josh aptly men-
tioned at Perspectives 2020, “For us in HR, it is
really time to be the heroic leaders of the
response.” Thus, the HR is experimenting and

finding opportunity the year of the pandemic
and following year with huge expectations and
the big acceleration of the transformation HR.
The enmeshment of all aspects has caused a
sea change in how people are working at home,
trying to strike a balance among all the
domains. The clear segregation between home
and work has today blurred, integration, of an
‘enforced’ kind is in place which is different
from the voluntary work from home which
companies used to give. Thus, in this process
of transformation and management of
unprecedented situation, HR is gaining
smoothly greater importance.
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Although, work from home (WFH) was
always advocated by HR fraternity (as it gives
the opportunity for work life integration), the
actual decision to allow the employees to work
from home was a difficult one. The principal
risk to firms when allowing employees to work
from home is a potential inability to monitor
those employees to the same degree as would
be possible if he or she worked in a traditional
office setting.

During Covid-19, the situations are differ-
ent. Everyone is worried about health and well-
being related aspects. Supply chains are dis-
rupted. Daily and essential works are taking
more time as no support is available at home.
More than that, all the family members are
available all the time at the same place with
kids not going outside is an extra burden of
managing and engaging them with lots of
patience. Along with that the individual differ-
ence of managing stress and uncertainties also
play an important role when we talk about
working effectively in this uncertain times.

Working from home or working at home
during the Covid-19 pandemic has given rise
to realities which are reframing the very fabric
of our social, occupational, and emotional
lives. Not surprisingly, the nature of WFH has
changed in recent years. The cost to employees
of corresponding with employers and co-work-
ers quickly and effectively from a distance has
fallen dramatically. 

In addition, the positive aspect can be seen
that resource utilisation has gone down dramat-
ically. Due to WFH and less commute required,
there seem chances that less people need to
travel daily to attend their office. The proposed
hybrid model, where WFH and online learning
will be a part, lesser vehicles will be needed on
the road. That will definitely impact positively
in terms of less polluted air and sound. Due to
digital way of working, prevalence of electronic
mail, video conferencing software, and mobile
communication through ubiquitous cellular
communications networks, the usage of electric-
ity, paper will go down. 
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The role of leadership is pivotal when it
comes to encouraging sustainability in organi-
sations. CEOs across companies and nationali-
ties are understanding the importance of com-
mitting to sustainability and have placed sus-
tainability on top of their agenda. The serious-
ness of climate threat and the growing aware-
ness around environmental issues is making
organisations commit to reducing their contri-
bution to pollution and depletion of natural
resources. 

Indian organisations have become a part of
the Carbon Disclosure Project thereby commit-
ting to reduce emission of carbon but recent
reports show that CDP has pulled up 20 Indian
organisations for their weak sustainability dis-
closures. A recent CDP India Annual Report
also discloses that Indian companies are not
much concerned about deforestation and do not
make a realistic assessment of the impact of
their business on deforestation. This indicates
the lack of seriousness to take environmental
impact of business into consideration. 

This is where the role of leadership becomes
highly significant. Integrating sustainability and
environmental issues into the strategy of busi-
ness can only be accomplished at the highest
level of the organisation. We need the business
leaders to step up and work towards becoming
more sustainable. There are examples of leaders
who have taken sustainability to be the most
important driver of their business. Yvon
Chouinard of Patagonia is a shining example of
sustainable leadership. He not only made sus-
tainability a part of his business but also worked
with his vendors to make their businesses sus-
tainable. His contribution to the environment
extended to producing documentaries meant to
sensitise people on environmental issues. 

Late Y.C. Deveshwar, former Chairman of
ITC Ltd. in an interview had stated that sustain-
ability was a key to gain competitive advantage.
The current CEO and MD of ITC, Sanjiv Puri
has committed to stretch goals to improve its
sustainability performance by 2030 by replacing
50% of the company’s energy consumption with
renewable sources. 

These examples demonstrate the leader’s
vision and commitment to sustainability are
imperative to promote sustainability in organi-
sations. The leader’s beliefs about environmental
conservation and a vision centered around sus-
tainability can motivate employees to take up
the environmental cause. The leader can
become a catalyst in enhancing awareness on
sustainability by making it a part of the corpo-
rate vocabulary and integrating sustainability as
a value in the organisation’s culture. 
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What is Dharma? This question baffles many and
there is a considerable confusion that surrounds
the idea. This is why there are so many interpre-

tations of Dharma. Sometimes diametrically opposed to one
another. But it is important to understand that Dharma is
a universal construct deeply rooted in ethics. In fact, Dharma
is another name for ethical conduct. People think that
Dharma and religion are synonymous but this is erroneous.
Dharma is universal, eternal and a guide to rightful conduct.
That is why righteousness is the core of the idea of Dharma.
Righteousness is the basis of rightful conduct and religion
is a means to understand the nature of rightful conduct.
Offering prayers in a place of worship is only a part of
Dharma. However, Dharma is much more. The Taittreya
Upanishad brings out the essence of Dharma very succinct-
ly in the Shikshavalli section. When the pupils complete their
learning in the gurukul, the Guru delivers the final lesson,
called Dikshant, like the convocation of present times. The
crux of this final lesson lies in these two terms — Satyam
vada, Dharmam char. That is adhere to the truth and fol-
low the path of righteousness or Dharma. These two terms
are also the essence of Dharma. It lies in action. Action that
is rightful, action that is ethical. But the issue is how to eval-
uate this action. How to determine the rightfulness. This is
the question that is most difficult to answer. Individuals have
their own interpretation of Dharma and every one believes
that he or she has followed the path of Dharma in the action
taken. This is the reason why people tend to justify their
actions. It is an ego defense mechanism that leads to justi-
fication. It is ego that is the reason for this mechanism called
rationalisation. Logic or reasoning is always resorted to in
order to justify one’s action. So even Hiranyakashyap or
Ravana or Duryodhana all had their reasons for their bla-
tantly wrong deeds. Here, it is important to understand that
usually people do not commit a wrong act if they believe that
it is wrong. Their ego makes them believe that their actions
are just. The ego puts a veil on their reason and makes them
follow unreason. The Indian philosophy calls this Avidya.
This does not allow them to see the truth and examine their
actions in right perspective. Even the most heinous acts do
not give a feeling of remorse or guilt as it is believed to be
right and excuses are found. The answer lies in removing
the veil of ego or Avidya and this can only happen by real-
isation. Realisation leads to objective evaluation of one’s
actions. This comes by awakening the conscience and look-
ing within. The conscience is the guide to Dharma and is
in every human. Only it is in different stages of awakening.
Thus, some are more awake than others and can achieve real-
isation easily. The purpose of Dharma is to show the right-
eous path and this requires constant guidance from the con-
science. Due to differences in levels of awakening, people
differ in their ability to attain realisation and discriminate
between the right and the wrong. But it is to be understood
that every human being has the potential for this realisation
and experience the awakening. All that is required is the right
kind of training or learning. The degree of intervention may
vary but essence of Dharma can be understood by most.
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In the verse 18.65 of Bhagavad
Gita, Lord gently states, “Develop
My consciousness; become My

devotee; make scarifies for Me; and
offer obeisance to Me.” In the verse
12.8, He is cajoles, “Fix your mind in
Me only; engage your intelligence in
Me.” In the verse 11.34, God instructs
Arjuna to do His bidding when He
states, “You fight; kill; do not get dis-
turbed; you will conquer.” Then, in the
verse 18.62, He goes direct when He
states, “In all respects take shelter of
Him, meaning Himself,” And in the
verse 18.66, He leaves us no choice
when He states, “Take My shelter only.”
He couldn’t be more direct, leaving no
ambiguity.

Complete surrender is required for
the proper functioning of the system.
Can any company survive for long if
its employees do not obey the employ-
er? What does the employer do when
they don’t obey? He fires them for the
sake of the health of the company.
Similarly, God or His system would not
tolerate indiscipline for long; the
divine authorities will punish by
demoting the offenders to lower
species. 

There are innumerable examples
of taking shelter of higher authorities
in our daily lives. Then, why not do the
same in case of the Almighty, who is
everything vis-à-vis this creation?

Fortunately for us, many do. The
whole system, that is, this creation can-
not function unless there are good peo-
ple and, more specifically, devotees of
God. They are the bedrocks of the sys-
tem. And such persons benefit
immensely by doing what the Lord or
the system expects them to do. The
Lord realises that the small soul is very
limited. To be both good in the con-

ventional sense and do what God
expects us to do is extremely difficult,
because it goes against the deeply
ingrained natures of us souls. Still, it
can be done and millions are able to
do. However, the number of people
who are just good and are not God’s
devotees is much larger. 

Obviously, benefits accruing to
devotees will be much greater. These
benefits are duly delivered, otherwise
who will choose this difficult path. Of
course there are various degrees of
being good and the extent one is linked
with God, and their rewards are also
likewise graded.

Briefly, good people are mostly
rewarded in these ways. Their good
‘karmas’ entitle them to many mater-
ial benefits like sufficient resources,
welcome attention and the most
important support of the system. As far
as benefits to God’s devotes, these are
very wide in scope. God guides because
this is crucial to stay on the right

course, and God, being omniscient,
always knows perfectly. God protects;
gets devotees out of trouble. God sup-
ports; maintains and provides all the
needed resources for a satisfactory exis-
tence. God helps in many other ways
as well like He warns His devotes; gives
them mental strength; gives them
intelligence — the ability to make the
right decisions; the strength to toler-
ate; the ability to transcend the diffi-
cult to deal with ‘maya’ — the illuso-
ry energy of the Lord; and helps them
overcome ‘tomoguna’ — the dark
mode. God empowers His devotes to
do extraordinary feats, which benefit
the creation/mankind. God forgives; he
gives peace — the only source who can.
He forgives, i.e. releases from sins and,
ultimately, liberates when a particular
soul has attained a certain degree of
enlightenment. Is God wrong in insist-
ing that we take shelter in Him?
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The world is full of uncertain-
ties and the fact is that one
can never change the con-
dition of this universe.
However, we can make

arrangements to change ourselves in
order to adjust with the environment
and learn to live harmoniously. We
must as far as possible create an envi-
ronment which is conducive to peace,
prosperity and happiness among the
people. Therefore, great Saints the
world over have propagated the need
for self-realisation among the people.

The question that haunts our
mind is how to bring about peace in
this world? Some people argue that we
can do so through religion. However,
it is not so. In fact, most of the vio-
lence which occurs in this world,
today, has surfaced in the form of ‘ter-
rorism’ which has sprung up from the
issues of religion. The terrorists
wrongly surmise that by resorting to
terrorism they can save their religion.
However, this is far from the truth. No
religion preaches violence but only
propagates peace in the universe.
Unfortunately, this has been misinter-
preted by terrorists to suit their
Interests.

Take the case of the great

Mahabharata war which occurred
more than 5,000 years ago between
Kaurvas and Pandavas. The war was
based on certain principles or rules
which were agreed upon by both the
sides. There was no terrorism involved
in that Great War. Only men fought in
the war. Women, children and old peo-
ple did not participate in the battle.
The armies fought with equal strength
and with pride and honour with a firm
conviction that whoever wins will get
the kingdom of Hastinapur to rule and
whoever dies shall go to heaven. As
compared to this battle, terrorism,
which has surfaced today, does not
spare people even women, children
and the old. This is the bitter truth that
we are facing today.

Terrorism knows no religion.
Terrorists, today, blow up airplanes;
plant bombs in buses and public
transport vehicles, in cinema houses
or shopping Malls — all this in the
name of religion although the violence
has nothing to do with the religion.

Srimad Bhagavatam describes that
religion is based on four principles.
They are called the four pillars of reli-
gion. They are Austerity, Cleanliness,
Mercy, and Truthfulness. Whether you
call yourself a Hindu, a Muslim, a

Buddhist, a Christian it is not so
important. The question is how we are
developing our love for God through
the process of following these four
principles of religion? By following
these four principles we can realise our
eternal relationship with the Supreme
creator and then we can look harmo-
niously in any condition that the
environment has placed before us and
remain peaceful and contribute to the
wellbeing of the society. 

������	��
Let us consider the first principle

of ‘Austerity’ which means to be will-
ing to accept inconvenience for the
purification of one’s heart and in the
service of God and in the service of
humanity.

Austerity means to be willing to
accept inconvenience, sacrifice and
even pain, for the purpose of purify-
ing our consciousness and to reject
things which are unfavorable for the
purification of our heart, whether we
like it or not. Human life is meant for
sacrifice. 

Austerity means making priority
in your time. How much time are you
dedicating to purify your heart for
God? How much time you are allocat-

ing to your business, to your family?
You have to balance everything, so
your life is full both materially and
spiritually, that has to be balanced.
Sacrificing time everyday with a view
to purifying the heart, through med-
itation, Yantra, and reading religious
scriptures is the greatest austerity.

����
�	
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The second principle of religion is

Cleanliness. It is said that Cleanliness
is next to Godliness. Cleanliness
means for the body and the mind. For
cleanliness of the body, we should
bathe at least once a day. Because when
the body becomes dirty, the environ-
ment also becomes dirty and it is very
difficult for the mind to remain clean. 

�����
The next principle of religion is

‘Mercy’. How to be merciful within this
society? Again every religion of the
world teaches us that we must be mer-
ciful and show mercy to all. It is sac-
rifice, it is Austerity. The non-violence
must be based on ‘faith in God’. Faith
can move mountains, We must have
faith. 

��������
���
The fourth principle of religion is

truthfulness. What is the truth? The
answer lies in simply not telling lies in
our daily affairs. We should be hon-
est and straight forward in all our deal-
ings in this world That is called
Morality. Lord Krishna says in
Bhagavad Gita that the definition of
truth is to know that all living beings
are part of me and they are in me and
they are mine. The truth is that we are
part of God. That everything is the
property of God. Unless we know the
truth, unless we understand the truth
how can we be truthful. 

By understanding and pursuing
Truth, we can see how everything
within our environment is perfect.
How everything is the loving grace of
God. Not simple to intellectual under-
standing, but we can experience from
the core of our heart the God’s expres-
sion of love in every condition of life.
This is the real peace. This is not intan-
gible, it is not something impossible.
It is as close as your own soul. We are
running in every other direction to
find pleasure and peace. We simply
have to redirect our priorities in life
towards our soul and towards our ser-
vice of the god. By associating with
saintly persons, by hearing the truth,
we will learn how to practice these four
principles of religion, austerity, clean-
liness, mercy, and truthfulness.
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Dedicating funds and other
resources for environmental pro-
jects, instituting rewards and

recognition for contributions towards
sustainability can also be initiated by the
leader. The leader can walk the talk by
demonstrating environment friendly
behaviour by reducing wastage of elec-
tricity, paper and other resources. These
savings may not amount to much but as
actions speak louder than words they go
on to show that the leader believes in sus-
tainability and acts on it at a personal
level.
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Employees can play an important role
in promoting sustainability at the work-
place. It is seen that individuals may be
very conscious of sustainability and waste
management at home but this behaviour
does not always translate into environ-
ment-friendly behaviour at the place of
work. At homes we have electricity
meters which help in monitoring con-
sumption but in an office employees to
not receive individualized bills for energy
and paper consumption thereby diffusing
responsibility towards resource usage. 

The idea is to make all the employees
understand the environmental implica-
tions of their work behaviour and impro-
vise ways to reduce/ reuse/ recycle
resources. The collective impact of sus-
tainable behaviour can reap rich divi-
dends for organisations in the form of
savings and reduction in environmental
footprints. Organisations are now trying
to collaborate with NGOs and other envi-
ronment management organisations to
sensitise employees on sustainability mat-
ters. There are instances in which
employees have initiated waste manage-
ment, car-pooling and recycling of
resources on their own and this has
inspired peers to follow in their footsteps.
Organisations can encourage sustainabili-

ty among employees by organising sus-
tainability events, suggestion schemes
and projects to help the employees see
their contribution beyond the technical
domain. 

As the general awareness on sustain-
ability is increasing, we find that sustain-
ability is becoming an important contrib-
utor to the employer brand and talent is
naturally choosing organisations that
value sustainability. Some employees may
have a natural propensity towards envi-
ronmental issues. Organisations can
appoint them as sustainability champions
in their organisations. They can act as
role models and also provide momentum
to the sustainability movement inside the
organisation. The champions can help
create sustainability converts that is
employees who adopt sustainability by
understanding its importance. 

Sustainability is also being called a
super strategy for promoting employee
engagement. Organisations can get

employees to connect by making them
see how their contribution is significant
by establishing a connection between
work behaviour and sustainability. 

The year long struggle with Covid has
already made us realise how important
the harmony between the environment
and humanity is for us to survive as a
species in times to come. The total
reliance on technology to work has led to
considerable savings in commuting time
and costs. Though this situation was
forced upon us, it demonstrated that this
sustainable form of work is definitely a
viable alternative. Organisations should
now change their mindset of — “if I don’t
see you, you are not working” and make
work from home (WFH) a practice. It is
not only going to cut on the costs of
operations but would have a very positive
effect on the environment in the long
run. 

Organisations such as SalesForce,
BitPay and Square are looking at the per-
manent work from home as long term
options. It may not be possible for all the
organisations to do so, but practicing
WFH to the extent possible in going to
increase employee well-being as well as
environmental wellbeing. Organisation
can also have innovative ways of making
employees commit to sustainability by
having a personal/departmental sustain-
ability action plans in which employees
would plan their sustainability activities
voluntarily. Institutionalising sustainabili-
ty can help get employee ownership for
sustainability. The idea is to making sus-
tainability integral to daily work behav-
iour rather than making it into an event
which is celebrated in the form of envi-
ronmental day or week and forgotten as
soon as it is over. 

Soni Agrawal and Roma Puri recently
published Green HRM: A Climate

Conscious Route to Triple Bottom with
SAGE Publications India 
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Although Donald Trump

left the White House on
January 20, some of his policies
like the crucial Migrant
Protection Protocol (MPP)
remain a “choke point” for
thousands of migrants awaiting
entry into the US. 

The Trump
Administration is formally
gone, but the shadow of
Trumpism has perpetuated.
Both critics and fans of Trump
agree on the fact that Joe Biden
has inherited a largely “Divided
America”. Although the Biden
Administration has tried to
reposition America at the heart
of globality, the wounds of the
Trump days would take longer
than what Biden and the lib-
erals are expecting. 

The MPP is a US
Government action whereby
citizens and nationals of coun-
tries other than Mexico arriv-
ing in the US by land from
Mexico, whether or not at a
port of entry, may be returned
to Mexico, pursuant to Section
235 (b) (2) (C) of the
Immigration National Act
(INA), while their US removal
proceedings are pending under
Section 240 of the INA. But the
Government of Mexico has
committed to providing aliens
place into MPP with appro-
priate humanitarian protec-
tions, including immigration
documentation and access to
education, healthcare and
employment. 

In fact, the Section 235 of
the INA addresses the inspec-
tion of the aliens seeking
admission into the US and pro-
vides specific procedures
regarding the treatment of
those not clearly entitled to
admission. Further Section 235
(b) (C) (2) provides that “in the
case of an alien… who is arriv-
ing on land, (whether or not at
a designated port of arrival)
from a foreign territory con-
tiguous to the US, the Secretary
of Homeland Security may
return the alien to that territo-
ry pending a removal pro-
ceeding under Section 240 of
the INA. But individuals in
such removal proceedings have
the ability to seek relief or pro-
tection from removal, includ-
ing asylum.

It has been regarded as one
of the most controversial pieces
of legislation of the Trump era.
But now the question is that
how does it work? The aliens
subject to the MPP are placed
into removal proceedings
under Section 240 of the INA

before an immigration judge,
just like any other alien in
removal proceedings pursuant
to Section 240 of the INA. The
aliens generally remain in
Mexico throughout the dura-
tion of their removal proceed-
ings. Only issue is that while
waiting for the final decision of
the immigration trial, the
immigrants, particularly
women, children and aged
people suffer a lot in the hands
of the authority. Once their
removal proceedings are com-
pleted, the aliens who receive
final orders of removal are
turned over to the US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement authorities. 

Further, the aliens who
are granted relief from removal
including asylum will be
allowed to remain in the US,
consistent with the existing
laws and policies.

The origin of the MPP
goes back to December 2018.
On that very month, the
Trump Administration
announced the creation of a
new programme known as
‘Migrant Protection Protocols’
(MPP). It’s often referred to as
the “Remain in Mexico”. Under

the jurisdiction of the MPP,
individuals who arrive at the
southern border of the US i.e.
US-Mexico Border and ask for
asylum, (either at a port of
entry or after crossing the bor-
ders between the port of entry)
are given notices to appear in
immigration court or sent back
to Mexico. Meanwhile they
are instructed to return to a
specific port of entry on a spe-
cific date and time for their
next court hearing. 

However, the MPP is dif-
ferent from another process
regarded as “Metering”. Under
Metering, it takes months for
migrants before they are even
allowed to approach US border
officials to just start the process
of asylum. The waitlist of these
migrants are managed by
themselves and by local shelters
or Mexican authorities. Finally
the US Government only
decides how many people are
allowed to request asylum each
day. But the disheartening fact
is that on some particular days,
the US officials do not call any-
one for processing their appli-
cations in certain locations.
This uncertain wait today is
prolonging and the migrants

have to experience the worst of
the tragedies at times.

It is worth noting why
America has introduced the
MPP. During the Fiscal Year
2019, America encountered a
security and humanitarian cri-
sis in its South West border
when nearly one million
migrants who entered the
country illegally or without
proper documentation were
apprehended or encountered
by the US Customs and Border
Protection (CBP). Therefore, to
address this imminent crisis,
the Trump Administration
used all appropriate resources,
and authorities to secure the
borders, enforce immigration
and customs laws, facilitate
legal trade and travel, counter
traffickers, smugglers and
transnational criminal organ-
isations and finally to interdict
drugs and contraband. Thus to
restore the normal process of
safe and orderly immigration,
and to reduce incentives for
aliens to try illegal entry meth-
ods and to make meritless case
for entry or removal from pro-
tection, the legislation called
the MPP was brought into
practice.

Migration, to be precise, is
an unending process. Since
time immemorial, people have
moved from one part to the
other parts of the globe, either
looking for a better life or to
escape adversities in life. With
globalisation, the process of
migration has become easier,
better and transparent. 

The first World Migration
Report was released by the
International Organisation of
Migration (IOM), a UN
agency, in the year 2017. A lot
has happened since then across
the world. In the last two years,
the world has witnessed his-
toric changes at the interna-
tional level: the member states
of the UN have come together
to finalise two global compacts
on the international manifes-
tations of migration and dis-
placement, which are: a) Global
Compact for Safe, Orderly and
Regular Migration and b)
Global Compact on Refugees. 

The finalisation of these
two historic compacts is the
result of sustained efforts
brought by states, internation-
al agencies, human rights bod-
ies, civil society organisations,
and even private actors to

improve how the process of
migration is governed at the
global level. All these actors
demand a safe, humane and
affordable process of migration.

Today, what is happening
to the thousands of migrants at
the US-Mexico border is draw-
ing the attention of the entire
world. Most of these migrants
are coming from the Central
American countries such as
Honduras, Guatemala, El
Salvador, etc. The steady flow
of immigrants leaving these
North Central American coun-
tries simply reflect the grim
realities of life for millions of
children and their families.
The root causes of this perva-
sive migration are manifold:
crushing poverty, endemic
crime, environmental crises,
gang-related violence, extor-
tion, high rates of domestic vio-
lence, sexual abuse of girls
and forced recruitment in var-
ious street gangs. Besides, many
of the horrific tales of migra-
tion are accompanied with the
realities of scarce social services
and very limited opportunities
to learn or to earn a decent liv-
ing. Hence millions of migrants
from these countries keep

migrating to the US each year
and they face insurmountable
risks to their lives on this long
road.

There is demand from
some sections of liberals that
the Biden Administration
should immediately dismantle
this harsh piece of legislation
introduced by his predecessor.
But, will he be able to do it? At
the moment, Biden is trying to
undo some of the critical deci-
sions taken by the Trump
regime in the last four years. 

However the MPP is a
very sensitive legislation.
January 29 marked the second
anniversary of the MPP. The
asylum seekers and advocates
of migration across America
are using this occasion to call
for an end to this controversial
law. To them, this MPP has pre-
vented thousands of people
from accessing a meaningful
and safe opportunity to seek
asylum in America. They are
blaming Trump’s poor vision
and blaming him for destroy-
ing the very image of a liberal
and democratic America of the
yesteryears built by the found-
ing fathers of the American
Constitution. And these anti-
MPP activists say that the leg-
islation is a clear violation of
the due process and violation
of universal human rights.
Since March 2020, the US
Administration has suspended
all MPP hearings because of
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

During the Trump era, his
administration continued sub-
jecting people to the pro-
gramme without knowing
when their cases could be
heard in the court. 

On Biden’s first day in
office, the Department of
Homeland Security immedi-
ately announced that it would
stop placing new asylum seek-
ers into the MPP. This may be
a critical first step in that
direction, but it simply fulfils
his election promise to end the
programme. However, the lat-
est report say that even Biden’s
White House is indicating that
it is not the time to rush. An
orderly immigration protocol
would certainly take time. To
dismantle Trump legislations
may be easy, but the truth
behind many of these laws
and regulations reveal many
fault lines of 21st century
America. And Biden needs to
tread carefully.

(The writer is an expert on
international affairs) 
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The current Union Budget

has given a new lease of life
to some vital sectors, including
aviation. Any policy which
aims at liberalising regulation
is a good sign in upscaling skill
and boosting job opportunities,
helping India become a super-
power by 2030.

In a bid to attract foreign
aircraft lessors in the country,
the Government has rolled out
tax incentives for companies
that are willing to set up shop
at International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC). Gujarat
International Finance Tec-City
Company Ltd (GIFT City) —
which is being developed as the
country’s first IFSC — is poised
to be the next hub of prosper-
ity for businesses as soon as
most companies set up shop. 

The current policy also
proves beneficial for sale-lease-
back (SLB) transactions where-
in airlines sell aircraft to buy
them back via lease, thus low-
ering the aggregate enterprise
debt. This especially works in
case of facilitating repayment of
long-term loans, bonds or
working capital requirement. 

Indian companies rank at
the top of the global listing of
aircraft lease. 

In addition to the tax
incentives for foreign aircraft
lessors willing to set up busi-
ness in India, the Government
has offered additional incen-
tives, including:

a) tax holiday for capi-

tal gains incomes from aircraft
leasing 

b) tax exemptions for
aircraft lease rentals or royalty
paid to foreign lessor

c) tax incentive for re-
location of foreign funds in
IFSC, and

d) tax exemptions to
investment division of the for-
eign banks located in IFSC

These tax exemptions are a

major boon for lessors operat-
ing from IFSC. Evidently, the
Government is providing an
avenue of business develop-
ment by establishing a con-
ducive aircraft leasing and
financing environment in
India. Additionally, it is also
offering better terms to Indian
and foreign carriers.

The best part of this Budget
is the abolishment of custom

duty i.e., reducing the tax rate
from 2.5 per cent to zero
across the entire MRO (main-
tenance repair and overhaul)
industry, a $1.5 billion indus-
try in India. Setting up an
MRO requires a high capital
and constitutes a long break-
even time. India constitutes less
than one per cent of the entire
global industry which caters to
commercial travel, goods sup-

ply and defence. Reducing
duties is a strategic move
towards ensuring that India
captures a higher share of the
global market.

This Budget also paves the
way for flavoursome proposi-
tion of PPP (public private
partnership) players by encour-
aging private players to offer
support to the aviation indus-
try on areas such as infra-

structure building, airport
operations and construction.
The Airport Authority of India
is working on the next round
of privatisation of 10 airports
in the next three years. 

Six airports have already
been awarded to the successful
bidders and the concession
agreements have been signed.
This step will help the Ministry
of Civil Aviation to complete
the goal of building 100 new
airports by 2024 which shows
the airline industry has excel-
lent growth prospects. The
biggest transfer of power hap-
pening in the airline sector is
the privatisation of Air India
and Pawan Hans, which will
generate economic surplus and
also help reduce the �60,000
crore compounding loan book
of Air India. 

A new centrally sponsored
scheme, PM Atmanirbhar
Swasth Bharat Yojana will be
launched with an outlay of
�64,160 crore over six years.
Health is the primary concern
in everyone’s minds in the
Covid-19 pandemic era. Now
32 airports are in develop-
ment stage to create special
entry points for the healthcare
sector, including pharma logis-
tics, organ dispatch, patient
transport. 

The agriculture industry
will also be receiving 50 per
cent open freight subsidy for
agri-perishable products of
north-eastern States and four

Himalayan States/UTs. Krishi
Udan will be launched by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation on
international and national
routes. This is intended to help
improve value realisation (on
agricultural products), espe-
cially in the north-east and trib-
al districts.

The Union Budget has
greatly prioritised aviation. It
has set the stage for an ambi-
tious plan to monetise air-
ports across tier 2 and tier 3
cities in the country.  What’s
remarkable is that these cities
have seen a significant growth
in demand for air travel by
first-time flyers, especially after
the relaxation in the Covid-19
lockdown rules. 

The Budget is a boon to the
aviation sector as the alloca-
tions and plans are made not
only to put the aviation indus-
try on priority, but the ripple
effect will help boost all sectors
of business where airlines stand
as a factor in increasing their
efficiency. 

Monetisation of airports
will prospectively accelerate
infrastructure development,
particularly in the not-so-
developed areas. This will also
strengthen regional air con-
nectivity. 

(The writer is Associate
Professor, Atal Bihari Vajpayee
School of Management and
Entrepreneurship, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi)
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We have so far had insight into the
first four steps of eightfold path
suggested by sage Patanjali. That

prepares the ground to begin the Dhyana
process. The steps to follow need to be
seen in a running sequence, as progres-
sively succeeding stages of a singular
process. For, the first step Pratyahara,
which implies interiorising the mind, is
the mode in which the whole dhyana
process is carried on. Dharana, dhyana,
and samadhi are progressively growing
three successive stages of dhyana. There is
no exclusive process dedicated to either of
them. One keeps graduating from one
stage to the other. There is a very thin line
distinguishing one from the other. 

Pratyahara: Pratyahara, in practical
terms means withdrawal of senses away
from the external objects, into the interior
of mind. Our attention is thus turned
inwards. Purposely so, because the final
destination is to strike upon and tune up
with the element of consciousness, the
core of a being lying within all of us.
Following which, wholesome powers of
mind become available. 

It is pertinent to note that all happen-
ings originate in the inner realms of mind.
You first visualise, ideate, discriminate,

articulate, and then put them into action.
And the nature of any action, be it a fresh
initiative taken, or in response to external
stimuli, is influenced by how each mind is
inherently framed. That makes it incum-
bent upon us to explore what lies in store
of the inner realms of the mind. So is the
need to turn our attention inwards. But
before the final destination is struck upon,
one has to pass through various layers of
mind. They have in store, impressions of
varied memories picked up in the imme-
diate and distant past. 

As attention turns inward, first comes
to sight thought crowd gathered up in the
immediate past. These impressions,
although relating to past, keep repeatedly
chasing us from within, engaging our
attention in immediate terms. The
impressions that affect us the most are
persistent desires and those having nega-
tive orientation. They keep alive in mind
our sense of want, hurt feelings and emo-
tions, as well as indwelling sense of fear
and insecurity if any. They keep unnerv-
ing us. But then, without becoming aware
of them, it would not be possible to
resolve and get disengaged from them
either. Denial does not help. Having thus
disengaged oneself from the indwelling

thought crowd, which otherwise keep
hounding us from within, one feels
unburdened and relaxed. Following
which, doors open to strike even still
deeper layers of mind.

Further down the line, one’s true
nature gets revealed — inherent vulnera-
bilities and workable part of one’s
indwelling potential, coming as they may
as reflection of the Karmic imprints car-
ried over from the past. We, thus, become
aware of our inherent tendencies — desire
trends, habits and attitudes, likes and dis-
likes, prejudices and obsessions, virtues
and attributes, as well as indwelling
potential. Accordingly, one could take
necessary corrective initiatives to get over
one’s limitations of mind through fresh
educative inputs. Also, acknowledge the
workable part of one’s indwelling poten-
tial, hone them further, and make them
worthy of being applied in contemporary
terms. One could even expand one’s
potential self through conscious efforts
and amplify one’s creative abilities. 

As one gets established in the process,
step-by-step one could go deeper and
deeper, and unravel memory impressions
laid down even at unconscious level.
Eventually, one may strike at the core of

one’s existence. One’s true self then gets
revealed, where after one realises the unity
underlying all diverse existences. That
makes one rise above the sense of duality
and thereby relative perception. One’s full
potential of mind thus gets unfolded. 

Dharana/Dhyana: The dhyana
process proper begins with dharana. The
calling of this process is to train one’s
mind in a way that it remains focused to
wherever attention is paid. The process
suggested is to focus attention on some
iconic figure or concept for a continued
stretch of time and remain steadfast to it.
The icon has to be opted preferably as
suggested by the Guru. It could be some
known symbol, concept, or some abstract
figure such as a dot. In the Indian tradi-
tion, invariably symbolism, intuitively
perceived by ancient India’s seers, each
reflecting valuable educative import, are
preferred. Reflecting on them helps add
quality and value to one’s thought process.
The process involves simultaneously
chanting a mantra dedicated to the
imagery in focus.
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