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Asinister plot to bleed
Jammu on the occasion of

second anniversary of “ghast-
ly” Pulwama terror attack was
foiled by the alert jawans of
Jammu & Kashmir Police after
they recovered 6.5 kg explo-
sives from a Kashmir-based
nursing college student near
Jammu bus stand late on
Saturday evening.

The IED was to be used for
triggering a blast at any one of
the major installations in
Jammu, including its famous
Raghunath Mandir, railway
station, bus stand and jewellery
market located in the walled
city area of Lakhdatta Bazar.

Nursing college student
from Pulwama, currently
studying in Chandigarh, was
directed by the Pakistan-based
handlers of Al-Badr terror out-
fit to execute the terror plot.

In a separate development,
a consignment of weapons was
also recovered from Samba.
The weapons could have been
airdropped in the area using
Pakistani drones. Meanwhile,
J&K DGP Dilbagh Singh also
made a major revelation on
Sunday that terrorist com-
manders in Kashmir are smug-
gling weapons from Bihar with
the help of their over ground
workers network to carry out
operations in the region. 

He confirmed that chief
commander of Lashkar-e-

Mustafa, a front organisation of
Jaish-e-Mohammad, had con-
ducted a recce of the office of
NSA Ajit Doval and had also
dispatched the video footage to
his handler Iliyas doctor of JeM
to plan a major terror strike in
New Delhi.

Addressing a joint Press
conference here in the district
police lines in Jammu, Inspector
General of Police, Jammu range
Mukesh Singh said they have
been on high alert for the last
three days as there were inputs
that on the anniversary of

Pulwama attack terrorist groups
may carry out some major attack
in Jammu city. He said based on
these inputs checking points
were established at critical points
and on Saturday night a person
namely Suhail was found roam-
ing suspiciously in the area. 

“He was carrying a bag. On
being questioned and checking
of the bag around 6.5 kg IED
was recovered which was not
active. During questioning he
said he was a student of nurs-
ing college and was studying in
Chandigarh. He was tasked by

Al-Badr handlers in Pakistan to
place this IED at places,” he said.

Singh said on further ques-
tioning Suhail also revealed
that after placing the IED he
was supposed to take a flight to
Srinagar and he was to be
received by a high ranking
over ground worker of Al-
Bad, Athar Shakeel Khan at
Srinagar.

“After meeting Athar he
was supposed to become an
active militant. This was his
planning. Another person in
Chandigarh was also in the

know-how of this planning. He
has also been picked up from
Chandigarh and has been iden-
tified as Qazi Waseem and
there is another person Abid
Nabi associated with this out-
fit. He has also been arrested,"
he said. The IG said by his
arrest and by the recovery of
this IED a major terror attack
has been averted.

Addressing mediapersons
on the occasion, Director
General of Jammu & Kashmir
Police Dilbag Singh said police
carried out two major success-
ful operations and arrested
two chief commanders of The
Resistance Front (TRF) and
Lashkar-e Mustafa in the last
one week from different areas
of Jammu. 

He said the TRF is being
run by Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
while the terror outfit Lashkar-
e-Mustafa is being run by Jaish-
e-Mohammad from across the
border to carry out terror activ-
ities not only in Jammu &
Kashmir but in some other
parts of the country including
Delhi. “Lashkar-e-Mustafa
came into being recently in
August last year,” he said.

Singh said the chief com-
mander of Lashkar-e-Mustafa,
Hidayatullah Malik, who was
leading this outfit and was active
from the last few months, was
arrested by the police from
Kunjwani area of Jammu. He
said Hidayatullah was working
as an OGW for a long time and

later became active to carry out
terror activities sponsored by
Jaish-e-Mohammad. He said
Malik was tasked to expand the
terror base of the outfit from the
South Kashmir areas to Jammu
region. Singh said, “Hidayatullah
had set up a network of OGWs
to ferry arms consignment arriv-
ing from across the border to
Kashmir Valley. In addition, he
was also in touch with terror
associates in Bihar from where
he was smuggling pistols. So far
seven pistols have reached
Kashmir via Chapra in Bihar.”

“Hidayatullah had also set
up a network of Kashmiri stu-
dents studying in different
cities across Punjab and was
using them to ferry these con-
signments to Kashmir,” he said. 

Referring to the modus
operandi of terror outfits using
tunnels, the DGP said during
his interrogation Malik had
also revealed that one of the
active terrorist Ashiq Nengroo,
who used to ferry infiltrators
from Jammu to Kashmir Valley
via road link, himself used the
tunnel route to return to
Pakistan along with his family. 

He said now Ashiq
Nengroo is working as an active
handler and organising logistics
support for terrorists across
Jammu & Kashmir. During
2017-18 Nengroo had managed
to ferry around three dozen ter-
rorists from the International
Border to Kashmir Valley.

Continued on Page 11
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The Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways on

Sunday announced that all
lanes in the fee plazas on
National Highways will be
declared as “FASTag lane of the
fee plaza” from midnight of
February 15, 16 of 2021.

Union Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari made it
clear that the deadline for the
implementation of FASTag
would not be extended further,
and the vehicle owners should
immediately adopt the e-pay-
ment facility. The Central
Government had last extended
the FASTag deadline for the
vehicles from January 1, 2021,
to February 15, 2021

“Therefore, as per NH Fee
Rules 2008, any vehicle not fit-
ted with FASTag or vehicle
without valid, functional FASTag
entering into the FASTag lane of
the fee plaza shall pay a fee
equivalent to two times of the fee
applicable to that category,” the
Ministry said in a statement.

Continued on Page 11
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As massive operation
inentsified to reach about

30 people trapped inside tun-
nel began after a flash flood in
Chamoli district a week ago,
rescue teams on Sunday recov-
ered 12 more bodies, including
the first ones to be pulled out
from the sludge-choked
Tapovan tunnel.

Five bodies were recovered
from the Tapovan power pro-
ject tunnel, six from Raini
upstream and one from the
riverbank in Rudraprayag, tak-
ing the confirmed death toll in
the Uttarakhand disaster to
50. Officials said 154 people
still remain missing after the
February 7 devastation, possi-
bly triggered by an avalanche in
the upper reaches of the
Alaknanda river system. 

A surge of water in
Dhauliganga and Rishiganga
rivers had ripped through two
hydel projects. Bodies of vic-
tims were being found at dif-
ferent locations by the river

over the past week, but rescuers
had so far failed to reach any-
one — dead or alive — in the
tunnel network at the National
Thermal Power Corporation's
520 MW Tapovan-Vishnugad
project. 

Continued on Page 11
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Former Jammu & Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar

Abdullah, along with his father
Dr Farooq Abdullah (sitting
Parliamentarian from
Srinagar), found themselves
locked up inside their Gupkar
road house early Sunday morn-
ing after they noticed a police
van stationed outside the front
gate had blocked their way.

Angry over this develop-
ment, Omar Abdullah immedi-
ately took to Twitter to vent his
ire against the security estab-
lishment. In a series of tweets
Omar wrote, “This is the
‘naya/new J&K’ after Aug 2019.
We get locked up in our homes
with no explanation. It’s bad
enough they’ve locked my father
(a sitting MP) & me in our home,
they’ve locked my sister & her
kids in their home as well.”

In response, a Twitter han-
dle of Srinagar police said,
“Today is the 2nd anniversary
of the dreaded Lethpora Terror
incident. There shall be NO
ROP on ground. 

Continued on Page 11
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The US Senate has acquitted
a defiant Donald Trump in

his second impeachment trial
in just over a year, after the
Democrats failed once again to
muster enough votes to convict
the former president on a
charge of inciting the deadly
insurrection at the Capitol on
January 6.

The Senate voted 57-43 on
Saturday to convict Trump on
a single impeachment count
— incitement of insurrection.
But that majority of all 50
Democrats in the upper
chamber of the US Congress,
joined by seven Republicans,
fell 10 votes short of the 67
needed for a conviction, two-
thirds of the 100-member
Senate.

The Senate acquitted the
74-year-old Republican leader
of inciting insurrection at the
US Capitol last month after he
urged hundreds of his sup-
porters to confront lawmakers
as they were certifying that he
had lost the  November 3 pres-
idential election to Democrat
Joe Biden.

He was accused of inciting
riots in the Capitol which left
five people, including a police
officer, dead. Trump is the
first president in US history to
be impeached by the House of
Representatives twice, and the
first to be tried for impeach-
ment after leaving office.

Continued on Page 11
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s day out on Sunday

to Tamil Nadu and Kerala saw
the dedication and commis-
sioning of a slew of develop-
ment projects in both the poll-
bound States which would
result in creation of thousands
of jobs and savings in foreign
exchange. 

The Prime Minister also
laid foundation stones for pro-
jects meant for farming, devel-
opment of innovation for
youths, strengthening of skill of
technically qualified youths
and development of tourism
projects.

One of the important func-
tions presided over by the
Prime Minister was the hand-
ing over of Arjun Mk-1A the
state-of-the-art main battle
tank to Indian Army. The high
performance tank was devel-
oped by the scientists of
Chennai-based Combat
Vehicles Research and

Development Establishment
(CVRDE), a unit of Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and
other allied institutions.
General MM Naravane, Chief
of Army Staff, received Arjun
Arjun Mk-1A from Prime
Minister Modi in an elegant
function held at Chennai's
Indoor Stadium.

Paying homages to the sol-
diers ambushed at Pulwama
two years ago, the Prime
Minister said, “No Indian can
forget this day. Two years ago,
Pulwama attack happened. We
pay homage to all the martyrs
we lost in that attack. We are
proud of our security forces.
Their bravery will continue to
inspire generations.”

Quoting the verses of
Mahakavi Subramaniya
Bharathi in Tamil, Modi said,
“Let us make weapons; also
make paper; let us make fac-
tories; let us also make schools;
let us make vehicles that can
move and fly — also let us
make ships that can shake the
world.” Inspired by this vision
of Subramaniya Bharathi, India
has undertaken a massive effort
to become self-reliant in the
defence sector.

Later, Modi inaugurated the
Chennai Metro Rail Phase-I
extension project completed at a
cost of ��3,770 crore which
would ease traffic flow in the city.
A long time dream of the farm-
ers in the Cauvery Delta districts
(the five districts on the banks of
Cauvery river) got a boost as the
Prime Minister laid the founda-
tion stone for the extension, ren-
ovation and modernisation of
the Grand Anicut Canal System
to be completed at a cost of
�2,640 crore. 

Continued on Page 11
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s dream  project, ‘Abhyudaya

Coaching Scheme’, is off to a flying start with
a list of the first batch of over 50,000 students
prepared on the basis of entrance examina-
tions for the coaching classes.

A staggering number of over 36 lakh hits
were clocked on the official website
(www.abhyuday.gov.in) in four days of its
launch with over 4.84 lakh students aspiring
for competitive exams got registered. After
shortlisting the students after an entrance test,
as many as 50,192 students will start receiv-
ing coaching in physical classes from
February 16.

The chief minister, under whose guidance
the whole concept is seen on ground, will
interact with some selected students virtual-
ly at a function on Monday where he will also
announce the formal launch of ‘Abhyuday
Coaching’ classes, a unique endeavour in its
own right.

Divisional Commissioner of Lucknow
and nodal officer of ‘Abhyuaday’ scheme
Ranjan Kumar said the response of the
scheme has been overwhelming as the mes-
sage of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath went
down well among the aspirants.

The CM had envisaged to set up
‘Abhyudaya’  free coaching centres for aspir-
ing candidates preparing to qualify UPSC,
NEET, JEE (Mains and Advanced), CDS,
NDA, and all other competitive exams. 

The overwhelming response of the aspi-
rants is understandable as the faculty for the
direct counselling includes the big names of
state bureaucracy like Chief Secretary RK
Tiwari, Agriculture Production
Commissioner (APC) Alok Sinha, Additional
Chief Secretary (ACS), MSME and
Information Navneet Sehgal, ACS (CM) SP
Goyal, Principal Secretary to CM Sanjay
Prasad, Principal Secretary (Medical
Education) Alok Kumar and Secretaries to
CM Alok Kumar and Surendra Singh, along
with several other IAS, IPS and PCS officers.
All the lectures and complete study materi-
al covering the entire syllabus of various
examinations will also be made available
online.

Lucknow (PNS): The three-day training pro-
gramme for UP legislators for use of iPads and
tablet computers to enable them to participate
in paperless proceedings of the UP Assembly con-
cluded on Sunday. The programme had six ses-
sions of three hours each.   The pro tem chair-
man of UP Legislative Council Manvendra
Pratap Singh presided over the training pro-
gramme concluding day along with Deputy Chief
Minister Dinesh Sharma.

Addressing the concluding day programme,
Manvendra Pratap Singh said more and more use

of new technology will pave the way for progress.
“Our progress is directly proportional to the use
of modern technology. The legislators have been
trained in obtaining information about budget
and proceedings of the UP Assembly, conserv-
ing the information, making comments and use
of that information,” he said. The training was
conducted by the National Informatics Centre
(NIC), a Central government organisation. The
chief minister had himself held the orientation
meeting with the ministers and put forth his point
of view with regards to the importance of e-gov-

ernance. The budget session is commencing here
from February 18. Finance Minister Suresh
Khanna will present the paperless budget on
February 22. UP has become the first state to con-
duct the proceedings of the state assembly and
legislative council paperless. With UP for the first
time going for paperless budget and proceedings
of the legislature, the state government has sanc-
tioned Rs 50,000 each to MLAs and MLCs for
purchasing iPads and tablets. The legislators have
been advised by the government to purchase
iPads from their resources before February 18. 
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The Government Railway
Police in Pratapgarh regis-

tered a case of murder on
Saturday night against uniden-
tified persons following recov-
ery of the mutilated body of
Shubham Prajapati (22),
nephew of former state minis-
ter Gayatri Prajapati. Shubham’s
body was recovered from a
railway track in Amethi on
Friday.

Victim’s elder brother Arun
Prajapati said some unidenti-
fied people had come to call his
brother on Thursday night for
drinks and he did not return
after that.

“They must have only
killed my brother,” he had
alleged in his complaint to the

police.
On the basis of the com-

plaint of Arun, a case of mur-
der has been registered by the
Pratapgarh GRP.  

The police said that the call
detail records of Shubham and
also the numbers found active
during the fateful day and time
are being scanned for evi-
dence.

On February 12,
Shubham’s body was found at
least 4 kms from his house.
Shubham was a class VIII
dropout and ran a small busi-
ness in the city. He was not into
politics. Amethi police had
also claimed that besides
amputation, no other injury
mark was found on the body,
hinting that it was a case of sui-
cide.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday

called upon people to take up the
task of cleaning Yamuna on the lines
of what was done to make the holy
Ganga river clean under Namami
Gange.

“How we made Ganga clean was
watched by the entire world during
the glorious Prayagraj Kumbh. Now
it is our responsibility to give a new
face to the Braj area, the land of
Krishna Leela, and set a new exam-
ple to the world in terms of devel-
opment,’’ Yogi said while speaking
at the ‘Kumbh Poorv Vaishnav
Baithak, 2021’ at Vrindavan,
Mathura, on Sunday. The CM ded-
icated and laid the foundation of
development projects worth Rs  411
crore.

The ‘Vaishnav Baithak’ is tradi-
tional meeting of saints before the
Kumbh. Yogi, in a rare gesture,
attended the meeting even as the
Kumbh is not being organised in
Uttar Pradesh. As per the old tradi-
tions, the saints and Akharas will
now proceed to Haridwar Kumbh.
The CM said that when the propos-
al for this programme had come, the
entire country was faced with the
Covid pandemic. “We had a chal-

lenge to organise the programme
which comes once in 12 years.
What used to happen in earlier gov-
ernment was for everyone to see, but
we could do it since it was the effi-
ciency and resolve of the BJP gov-
ernment,” he said.

The CM said that his govern-
ment has been committed to devel-
oping the Braj area like never before
and several projects remain in the
pipeline while many have been
completed. Speaking about Yamuna,
he regretted that the ‘Clean Yamuna’

endeavours should have been start-
ed from Delhi, but nothing was
done in this regard. 

Coming down heavily on the
Arvind Kejriwal government in
Delhi, Yogi said at least the Delhi
government should take some ini-
tiative initially, after which the Jal
Shakti department could take fur-
ther care. 

Making a clarion call to the
people of Braj to participate in the
development of this region, he said
that besides being the land of

Krishna, ‘Gau Sewa’ and ‘Yamuna’
were an integral part of this region. 

“If people of this region dedicate
themselves to these causes, Krishna
will bestow them with prosperity,”
he said.

Earlier, on reaching Vrindavan,
the CM went to the Banke Bihari
temple to pay obeisance to the
deity. He met saints and attended the
meeting of Braj Teerth Vikas
Parishad.

Assuring world-class develop-
ment in Braj, the CM said it is a mat-
ter of satisfaction that the Braj
Teerth Vikas Parishad has been
working in a tandem with ministers
and the ‘sant samaj’ has ensured
development of the area.

“Since independence, the gov-
ernments came and went but it is for
the first time that the views of the
saint community are being incorpo-
rated in the development of the
region,’’ he said while pointing out
that the renovation of Kashi
Vihwanathin Varanasi and success-
ful conduct of Prayagraj Kumbh had
been the recent examples of how the
sentiments of saints can be respect-
ed and the benefits of government
schemes could reach all without any
discrimination. Later, the CM also
participated in ‘Yamuna Aarti’ at
Deoraha Baba Ghat in Vrindavan.

Lucknow (PNS): In order
to increase the efficiency of stu-
dents of primary school, the
Yogi Adityanath government
has launched the ‘Prerak
Mission’ which is expected to
change the image of these
schools in Uttar Pradesh with-
in six months. 

The ‘Prerak Mission’ will
run at every primary school of
Uttar Pradesh and every dis-
trict will have a motivational
school. Not only this, the third
party institution set up by the
government will check the effi-
ciency of the children of prima-
ry schools. Once the investiga-
tion of the institution is com-
pleted, the schools will be
named as motivational schools. 

According to BSA,
Lucknow, Dinesh Kumar, one
school from every block will be
developed as a motivational
school. “On the same lines,
within a few months, every
school of the block will be
transformed into a primary
school.  In this way, every pri-
mary school of the districts will
be developed as a motivation-
al school,” he said.

To increase the skills of
children of primary schools in
mathematics and languages,
‘Prerna Gyanotsav Abhiyan’ is
being started by the govern-
ment.

This campaign will
enhance basic learning skills for
children and will also increase

the efficiency of the children
who could not continue their
online classes during the lock-
down period. 

In the instructions issued
by Additional Chief Secretary
Renuka Kumar, the teachers
will have to check the skills of
the students at certain set
points, under which the effi-
ciency of students from class-
es I to III will be identified on
14 points, while the students of
classes IV and V will be iden-
tified on 16 points. 

After the teachers of the
primary schools declare them
as motivational schools, the
third party institution will
examine the children’s effi-
ciency.
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Suheldeo Bhartiya Samaj
Party president said on

Sunday that the three farm
laws have turned the tide
against the BJP in western UP,
forcing the ruling party to
focus its attention on eastern
UP. 

He claimed that the
farming communities, partic-
ularly Jats, and others have
deserted the BJP. He said the
BJP is paying special attention
to eastern UP due to the pan-
chayat elections. SBSP is the
former ally of the BJP and
Rajbhar is a former Cabinet
minister in the Yogi Adityanath
government.

“In the coming days, the
panchayat and assembly elec-
tions will be held. The Jat
farmers in 18 districts of
western UP have deserted
the BJP. So now, they have
turned towards the eastern
parts of the state, and are
focusing on this area which has
sizable Rajbhar voters. Their
sole aim is to garner votes,” he
said.

Hitting out at the BJP
government in UP, he said:
“They named Mughalsarai sta-
tion after Deen Dayal
Upadhyay and did similar
things but we had no problems
with that. But why do they have
a problem in writing the name
of Rajbhar after Maharaja
Suheldev?”

“The BJP should start lik-
ing the name Rajbhar while
writing the name of Maharaja
Suheldev, who is said to have
killed the Ghaznavid general
Ghazi Saiyyad Salar Masud
in the early 11th century,” he
said.

The former UP minister
also claimed that owing to the
intense hard work of SBSP
workers over the past few
decades, almost all the politi-
cal parties in the country, the
Central and state governments
are celebrating the birth
anniversary of Suheldev
Rajbhar. 

At present, the SBSP has
four MLAs in the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Assembly.
On February 11, the Uttar
Pradesh government released
the reservation policy for the
upcoming three-tier panchay-
at polls in the state.
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KGMU will focus on mater-
nal healthcare to curb

maternal mortality, have a
placement cell for better inter-
phase for students and strength-
en its knowledge portal by con-
necting to the alumni among
various other plans for the next
six months.

KGMU Vice-Chancellor
Dr Bipin Puri shared his vision
for the medical university on the
completion of six months in the
office. Addressing mediaper-
sons on Sunday, he said: “We are
working to bring down the
maternal mortality rate even
though Queen Mary’s hospital
is receiving patients with com-
plications from other hospitals.
These patients succumb
because of no reaction time. The
efforts are directed at making
the maternal services so strong
that patients should be sure that
they are in safe hands.”

Dr Puri said they have 100
additional beds in Queen
Mary’s hospital, including six
ICU and eight HDU beds. 

“Earlier when a critically ill
woman came to the hospital,
she would be checked up by
gynaecologists and then shift-
ed to ICUs in the main hospi-
tal. It required the building of
infrastructure at the QMH itself
as the patients were being shift-
ed. The doctors informed me
about the problems and efforts
were made to build infrastruc-
ture. We have posted a critical
care doctor and anaesthetist

24x7 and organised a blood
facility at the hospital itself,” he
said. He added that he has also
informed the government that
strict action should be taken
against quacks who operate on
women and create complica-
tions. The KGMU vice-chancel-
lor said they were also planning
to have a placement cell which
could help the residents and
doctors  find employment
avenues. “The placement cell
will show them places where
they can go  for higher educa-
tion, fellowship and employ-
ment. It  will help them devel-
op communication  skills and
also give them opportunities to
interact with the industry and
entrepreneurs,” he said. He
added that it would also serve
as an information cell wherein
they can get details of where
they can get fellowships and
improve their employability
and how they can improve
their leadership skills, man-
agerial skills, entrepreneurial
skills. He further said that they
also have big plans for their
knowledge portal. “We have
over 30,000 alumni with doctors
at the UK, USA and Australia
who want to get connected
with their alma mater. “In the
last few months, we have
reached out to them and asked
them whether they are happy to
interact with the students and
talk to them about their special-
ity at the student level. The
alumni are delighted to talk to
these students,” he said.

Dr Puri said they have cre-

ated a knowledge portal, where-
in there is a transfer of knowl-
edge and information. 

He further said that they
had made several other achieve-
ments. “We never had a med-
ical oncologist but we have
appointed one and we also
have a burn centre which is the
largest in the state. The
orthopaedic superspeciality,
which is the first of its kind and
will come up shortly, maybe by
the end of the year. Four super-
specialities will be working
under one roof,” he said.

The KGMU VC also
appealed through the media to
the corporates and NGOs to
donate for facilitation in the
intramural transport within the
medical university.

“There are many patients
who are very poor and they can-
not walk, have difficulty in
going from one department.
They can be provided with
facilities like battery-operated
vehicles for the intramural
transport so that they can move
effortlessly,” he said.

The KGMU VC said that
they are working on the med-
ical supply chain management
system which he wants to work
as a proper system. “We are
planning to get institutionalised
prices of medicines so that the
patients have to pay  less,
because there is a gap between
the institutionalised prices and
market prices through the
Hospital Revolving Fund and
stopping all the local purchase,”
he said.
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The Central Institute for
Subtropical Horticulture

(CISH) is promoting vegetable
production among landless SC
category farmers through ver-
tical structure designed at the
institute. CISH director
Shailendra Rajan said that many
farmers want to grow their
own vegetables but are not able
to do so because they don’t have
land for kitchen gardening.
“Vertical structures developed
by the institute are useful for
such farmers for vegetable pro-
duction for personal use,” he
said. During the Covid period,
the institute distributed 40 ver-
tical structures to the landless
farmers and conducted interac-
tion programmes in Kakori
and Mall blocks after six months
of providing vertical structures.

“A field day was organised
in a Kakori block village to pop-
ularise the technique and get
feedback for improvement in
design and production technol-
ogy. Farmers were very much
delighted to share their experi-
ences and problems faced by
them. The institute provided the
structures, knowhow and veg-
etable seedlings so that farmers
did not have to  make much
efforts to arrange the seedlings
of good vegetable varieties. A
large number of vegetable vari-
eties were tried by the farmers,
and women were interested in
this non-traditional way of
growing leafy vegetables,” he
said. The CISH director said
that aftercare of crops is easy in
vertical structures and after
planting of the seedlings or
seed sowing, they have to spare
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As many as 14,875 health
workers are scheduled to

be vaccinated in a mop-up ses-
sion while 844 are expected to
get their second dose of Covid
vaccine on Monday. District
immunisation officer MK
Singh said there will be 119
booths in the district for the
vaccination drive on Monday.

The 844 health workers
who will get the second dose
were vaccinated on  January 16
when the drive was inaugurat-
ed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Vaccine vials
were sent to 16 cold chain
points on Sunday and the
same will be distributed to
SGPGI, KGMU, RMLIMS,
ERA’s Medical College and
Hospital, Medanta and other
hospitals by 8 am on Monday.

If there are any health
workers who had registered at
the CoWin portal but their
names are not on the list of
beneficiaries for the drive on
Monday, they can their names
added to the portal. “We hope
to get the maximum number
of left out health workers vac-
cinated through this add-on
option,” Singh said.

The district immunisa-
tion officer said that the mop-
up session for the frontline
workers will be held on
February 18.

The Covid vaccination
drive was inaugurated on

January 16 while the next ses-
sions were held on January 22,
28, 29, February 4, 5, 11 & 12. 

Singh said that for the UP
Budget session commencing
shortly, testing of the officials
and employees at Sachivalaya
and the members of Vidhan
Sabha will be conducted.

Director of Balrampur
Hospital Dr Rajeev Lochan
said they have started a post-
Covid clinic at the hospital
where those who have tested
Covid negative can be treated
in case they face problems post
recovery.

“We are exposing them to
yoga and other things so that
they can be stress-free. We
have established it at the point
where we have our yoga cen-
tre,” he said. Dr Lochan said
they are getting 10-15 post-
Covid  cases everyday and they
feel better after being exposed

to yoga. “Most of the patients
are stressed out because of
Covid and carry a great
amount of fear. They also
complain of weakness,” he
pointed out.

He said that within two
days, they will have two dial-
ysis machines donated to the
hospital. “We have two dialy-
sis units; one is our indoor unit
while the other is an ambula-
tory unit. The ambulatory
unit is totally PPP and only for
those persons who walk in and
get their dialysis done and
leave. The other unit is our
own and has ten beds. Over 40
patients are admitted everyday
for nephrology problems. Out
of the eight  machines which
we have in our unit, four were
very old, so we requested a
corporate giant to donate the
machines as part of their CSR
initiative, and they agreed,” he

said. He added that with this
addition, the strength of their
dialysis unit will reach seven
and they will be able to carry
out three dialysis rounds 
everyday.

Meanwhile, NBRI director
SK Barik said they are waiting
for a few reagents to start
genome sequencing. The
genome sequencing helps in
discovering the different
strains for coronavirus and has
become important in the after-
math of the UK strain.

Lucknow (PNS): A programme
called ‘Alumni Connect’ was organ-
ised on Sunday under the joint
aegis of the Alumni Association and
Alumni Cell of Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar University (BBAU). The
programme was presided over by
Vice-Chancellor Sanjay Singh.

Singh urged the alumni to coop-
erate and said that BBAU’s placement
cell is striving for training and place-
ment of students. In addition, he also
provided information about MoUs
with various institutions in recent
years.  He said that programmes like
Alumni Connect are important for
establishing good contact with the
alumni. He also informed the alum-
ni about some of the positive changes
in the university such as PhD
entrance examination twice a year,
expansion of choice-based credit sys-
tem, NCC unit and many changes
related to training and placement
cells. The alumni talked about mov-
ing forward together and 
having emotional bonding among
themselves.

Dr Tarun Chaturvedi of 1999
batch, who is the senior vice-presid-
ing HR at Consultancy Innovation
and Incubation Centre (IIT-Kanpur),
said it was important to make pro-
ductive use of research work so that
the research work can be used for
public interest.

Dr Monika Singh, joint director
of Indian Economic Service,

Department of Food and Public
Distribution, shared her university
experience and said she wanted to
see the university join the country’s
leading tier universities and BBAU
is moving forward in this direction.

Dr Himanshu Chaturvedi, who
is currently contributing to the
Swachh Bharat Mission of the
Government of India, is a solid waste
management expert. He offered all
possible support for current students.  

Dr Madhuresh Singhal, DGM
Eurofins Edvinus Ltd, said that job-
oriented courses should be started in
the university. Chanchal Tiwari,
deputy commissioner, GST UP, said:
“We need to teach students practi-
cal things and give them practical
knowledge instead of just giving
them bookish knowledge.”

Dr Sohail Ahmed,  assistant pro-
fessor, Department of Computer
Science, suggested further improve-
ment in the Patent Cell at BBAU and
to move forward with joint collab-
oration. At the same time, he also
stressed on character building among
the students. Amit Kumar Gautam,
managing director of Technosan
India Pvt Ltd, said students should
be made self-reliant. Dr Manjari
Singh, assistant professor,
Department of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, Assam University, said
that the university should sign MoUs
with other institutions and move for-
ward with mutual cooperation.
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Twelve people, including
eight women, were arrest-

ed on the charges of flesh
trade during raids at their spa
parlour and body massage cen-
tre in Indiranagar under
Ghazipur police station area on
Saturday night. The male
accused were identified as
Manish Srivastava of
Husainganj, Ashish Yadav &
Gufran Ahmad of Barabanki,
and Arjun Sonkar of Banthra.
The police recovered 20 bags,
11 mobile phones and 20 reg-
isters in which details of cus-
tomers were scribbled, Rs 6,125
in cash and other items. The

police kept the names of
women accused under wraps.

The police said they got a
complaint about the flesh trade
which was being run in the
guise of a parlour in the area.
Accordingly, a team was
formed and a raid conducted.
The police said the sex racket
was being run for a long time. 

The customers were called
on their mobile phones and
sent the photos of the women
working as sex workers to
select partners of their choice.
After the deal was finalised, the
customers were called at the
parlour where they were pro-
vided with the ‘services’.
Sources said some of the

accused managed to flee the
scene.

Meanwhile, a youth was
arrested for giving fake infor-
mation about murder to the
police control room, thus keep-
ing the cops on their toes. The
accused was identified as Nihal
of Talkatora. Police said Nihal
had made several calls to the
police control room and com-
plained about murder.
However, when the police
reached the scene, nothing of
that sort was found. Since then,
the police were keeping a track
on Nihal and nabbed him from
Campwell road. The accused
said he used to make fake calls
to fool the police.
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Acase was registered against eight contractual
employees of Sanjay Gandhi Post-Graduate Institute

of Medical Sciences (SGPGIMS) pharmacy for procur-
ing medicines fraudulently. These medicines were meant
for patients and were available through hospital
revolving funds. SHO, SGPGI, Ashish Kumar Dwivedi
said security officer Manoj Kumar Saxena lodged the
case against the employees identified as Nripendra
Singh, Mohammed Naseem Khan, Pawan Kumar Singh,
Ashutosh Kumar Yadav, Arvind, Vineet Shukla, Hari
Tiwari and Anil Yadav. They have been booked under
the charges of criminal breach of trust, dishonesty, pun-
ishment for cheating, forgery for purpose of cheating,
and forgery of valuable security.

Dwivedi said that according to the complaint of
security officer Saxena, the accused used to forge sig-
natures of doctors on prescriptions and take out cost-
ly medicines against the names of patients admitted
there. The SHO also said that no specific time peri-
od was mentioned by the security officer. However,
the bungling was revealed during an inspection. “It
will be investigated what they did with these medi-
cines procured illegally,” he said. 

The SHO also said that the pharmacy runs on the
principle of Hospital Revolving Fund (HRF) and can
be defined as a process of procurement of hospital con-
sumables on the principle of self-sustainability, clas-
sifying the requirements, distribution of goods
through its outlets and peripheral stores, realisation
of cost, communicating the financial data for online
billing and to take a meaningful decision in the inter-
est of patient care.
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Lucknow (PNS): The condi-
tion of former Governor of
West Bengal Keshari Nath
Tripathi, who is admitted in
SGPGI, is critical. SGPGI
spokesperson said though
Tripathi had tested negative
on January 30, he is still hav-
ing problems while breathing
and he was shifted to the
Pulmonary ward under the
care of Dr Alok Nath.
“Through several tests it was
found that he had fungal and
bacterial infection in his lungs
and the treatment was start-
ed accordingly,” she said. She
added that when Tripathi’s
condition did not improve
and he required more oxygen,
he was shifted to the pul-
monary ICU on February 11.
“His condition is critical and
unstable,” the spokesperson
said.
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Agym trainer shot himself
due to a failed love affair,

at  a hotel  room in
Gomtinagar. Police sent the
body for autopsy and started
further investigation. The
deceased was identified as
Praveen Pandey (33) of Mau
district. He was staying at a
house in Vishwas Khand of
Gomtinagar. For the last two
years, Praveen was without a
job after he met with an acci-
dent. As per reports, Praveen

got a room (206) booked at
the Trimoorti Palace Hotel
online around 2 pm on
Saturday and was found dead
around 12:30 pm on Sunday.
Hotel staffers Rahul Shukla
and Pawan said they went to
check the room and found
Praveen lying in a pool of
blood. A pistol was also found
lying beside the bed. The
police said the pistol appeared
to be of an illegal make. The
police informed the family of
the deceased and started fur-
ther probe into the case. The

investigation was assigned to
sub-inspector Tarun Shukla.

Inspector DK Singh said:
“Praveen had some differ-
ences with a woman with
whom he was in love, and he
shot himself due to same rea-
son”. Sources said Praveen
had chatted and called some
people through WhatsApp
the previous night. “The
police suspect that Praveen
shot himself probably after his
fiancée did not turn up to
meet him on Valentine’s Day,”
the sources said.

limited time for maintenance.
“Limited irrigation, as per

need, is the only activity to be
performed. College student
Anshika from Kakori block
was interested to have more
number of structures so that
additional vegetables are
grown for family use.
Although vertical structures
are equally suitable for urban
farmers, one can satisfy
kitchen gardening hobby

needs by vegetable growing in
balcony or rooftop. It is a mis-
conception that in rural areas,
sufficient land for kitchen gar-
dening is available to all. Many
of the farmers don’t have this
opportunity to have a kitchen
garden as they have small
pieces of land and they utilise
it for constructing houses,” he
said. Rajan said that vertical
vegetable cultivation has been
a tradition in villages where

people grow vegetable vines
like gourds, dolichos beans.

The awareness pro-
gramme will not only help in
growing vertical structures but
also cultivating vegetables like
bottle gourd, sponge gourd,
pumpkin on the rooftop. For
motivating farmers, the insti-
tute is distributing more than
2 lakh vegetable seedlings to
SC group farmers for veg-
etable gardening.
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Lucknow (PNS): Congress gen-
eral secretary incharge of Uttar
Pradesh Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
will address a farmers’ rally in
Chandpur (Bijnor) on Monday,
party sources said on Sunday.  As
farmers have been protesting at
the Delhi borders since
November 26 last year to
demand the repeal of three farm
laws, the Congress has started to
hold block-level meetings to
highlight their grievances.

UPCC president Ajay
Kumar Lallu said: “All party
leaders have been tasked with
highlighting the farmers’
demands. We will stand by the
protesting farmers till the farm
laws are withdrawn.” Priyanka
had earlier addressed the farm-
ers in Saharanpur on February
10. “If the Congress comes to
power, we will immediately
repeal these farm laws. We will
also ensure MSPs for all farmers,”
she had said while addressing a
‘Kisan Mahapanchayat’ in
Chilkhana. Priyanka had earli-
er visited the family of young
farmer Navreet Singh in Rampur
who died during the tractor
rally in Delhi on January 26.
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Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj
Party president Om Prakash

Rajbhar, a former ally of
National Democratic Alliance,
has decided to extend his sup-
port to the proposed ‘Rail
Roko’ agitation of farmers on
February 18.

Talking to reporters at the
Circuit House here on Sunday,
Rajbhar said that the SBSP
would celebrate the birth
anniversary of party’s ideal
Maharaja Suheldev Rajbhar on
February 17, observing the day
as ‘Rashtra Rakshak Diwas’.

The SBSP is determined
not to allow the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party to woo
Rajbhars, its traditional vote-
bank. Rajbhars, a sub-caste of
the Other Backward Classes
(OBC), have a sizeable popula-
tion in many districts in this
belt of Purvanchal (eastern
UP). As the BJP started
strengthening itself among the
Rajbhars by promoting cabinet
minister in the Yogi Adityanath
government, Anil Rajbhar, an
MLA from Shivpur assembly
constituency of the city, the dif-
ferences between the BJP and
the SBSP had widened and
reached a peak when prior to
the last Lok Sabha elections the
ruling party organised a grand
Rajbhar meet at Ghazipur
which was also addressed by

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Now when Anil Rajbhar
is leaving no stone unturned to
make the proposed programme
at Bahraich, the birth place of
Maharaja Suheldev, a grand
success on the eve of his 1012th
birth anniversary by visiting
different districts and the prime
minister is likely to lay the
foundation stone of a memor-
ial to be built at a cost of Rs 80
crore through virtual platform,
the SBSP has also intensified its
activities to keep its Rajbhar
vote-bank intact and has pro-
posed to celebrate the birth
anniversary of its icon at
Munari Purv Balika Vidyalaya
in Ajgara assembly constituen-
cy in the district, which is rep-
resented by party’s Kailash
Sonkar.

“The population of
Rajbhars is 18 per cent but they

are being misled by the ruling
party so it has been decided
that Bhagidari Sankalp Morcha
will contest forthcoming pan-
chayat polls and the people will
see who will win, those repre-
senting 65 per cent or 35 per
cent,” he claimed.

Reacting to the prime min-
ister’s ‘andolanjivi’ statement, he
said it was just an attempt to
divert the attention of the peo-
ple from basic issues of educa-
tion, health and employment.
He also reacted to the air strike
in Pakistan on Pulwama Day,
saying “just one crow was
killed”. On farmers’ stir, Rajbhar
said that the Modi government
was being run only with the
support of Adanis and
Ambanis and suggested the
farmers to gherao these corpo-
rate houses instead of the gov-
ernment.
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The city on Sunday paid floral trib-
utes to the martyrs who laid

down their lives in the terror attack in
Pulwama in Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir.

On the second anniversary of
Pulwama terror attack, the teachers
and employees associated with the All
Teachers & Employees Welfare
Association (ATEWA) gathered at Dr
Ambedkar Park near the district
court here and paid their rich tributes
to the CRPF personnel who made the
supreme sacrifice when the terrorists
attacked them.

It may be mentioned that 40 per-
sonnel of CRPF had lost their lives in
the terror attack in Pulwama on
February 14 in 2019.

Paying tributes, the ATEWA
members recalled the martyrdom of
the CRPF personnel and said that the
terrorists had shown their cowardice

that day. They added that the terror-
ists would never succeed in their Ill
intentions to weaken the nation.

“The real tribute to these martyrs
will be only when the government at
the Centre restores the old pension
scheme for the personnel of para-mil-
itary forces by revoking the NPS sys-
tem,” they said. Satyandra Rai,
Ramchandra Gupta, Vinod Yadav, Dr
Ehtesham Ul Haq, Manbodh Yadav
and Chandra Prakash Gupta were
among those present on the occasion.

The activists of Samajwadi
Shikshak Sabha (also paid tributes to
the Pulwama martyrs at a programme
held in Orderly Bazar and termed the
terrorist attack as an attack of cow-
ardice. “The nation will always
remember the sacrifice of these mar-
tyrs,” they added.

Among those who paid tributes
were Sanjay Priyadarshi, Dr Nishant
Singh, Vikas Kumar, Prakash Sahani
and Vijay Shankar Rai.
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Asix-member team of
Bangladesh visited

Ramnagar terminal across the
river Ganga here on Sunday.

The team came here to see
the prospects of boosting trade
between the two countries as
with the development of inland
waterways facilities in the city
and other parts of this region,
the possibilities of trade have
increased.

Though the inland water-

ways development project was
launched more than three
decades back during the prime
ministership of Rajiv Gandhi,
serious work on it was done
during the present govern-
ment and just before the last
parliamentary election.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had not only dedicated
the Ramnagar terminal to peo-
ple but had also received the
first freight cargo vessel here.

Work is going on to link
this terminal properly with

railways and road transporta-
tion. With the development of
inland waterways, the busi-
ness between India and
Bangladesh would become eas-
ier and faster. To study these
prospects, the visit of the
Bangladesh delegation is being
considered as an important
step. The delegation compris-
es Bangladesh Shipping
Ministry Joint Secretary
Monemul Haque, Ministry of
Commerce Deputy Secretary
Solim Hussain, Director of

Department of Marin Safety
Traffic Management
Mohammad Rafiqul Islam,
Inland Waterways Traffic
Authority Superintendent
Engineer Rajadur Rahman,
Rakibul Alam of MS Rahman
Shipping Lines and Bashir
Ahmed of Wind Ship
Corporation.

The Bangladesh team first
reached Ramnagar terminal
along with senior officers of
Inland Waterways Authority of
India and district administra-

tion and saw the facilities there.
Later, they also held a talk with
their Indian counterparts at a
hotel in Nadesar and discussed
the avenues and possibilities of
increasing business between
the two nations as this inland
waterway also connects
Bangladesh through the sea.

The visiting team arrived at
Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Junction on Saturday night
and then came to a hotel here
where they were welcomed by
the local authorities.
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Congressmen on Sunday
adopted a unique way to

protest against the skyrocketing
prices of petro products and
household commodities by
highlighting inflation.

The Congress workers
gathered near the Cantonment
railway station and staged a
demonstration by putting
households, domestic gas cylin-
ders and essential commodities
on a wooden cart.

They were highlighting
inflation as the commodities
daily use have now become out
of reach with the prices sky-
rocketing.

The Congress workers also
‘complimented’ the people for
voting to the Bharatiya Janata
Party to power as it had creat-
ed a situation in which the peo-

ple were finding it difficult to
meet both ends.

They said the people were
facing their worst situation
nowadays with the price of
petrol reaching a record high as
a result of which was that the
prices of fruits, vegetables and
other essential commodities
were increasing day by day.

They said if this situation
continued further, the condi-
tion of people would worsen
more.

They demanded that the
Centre and state government
take the initiative to control the
situation to give relief to the
weaker section of society.

Harish Mishra, Kunwar
Yadav, Ashish Keshari, Dr
Ashish Yadav, Dimple Singh
and many other Congress
workers and leaders were pre-
sent on the occasion.
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In the aim to intensify clean-
liness drive in the parliamen-

tary constituency of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Swachhata Sangram-2021 logo
was unveiled at Shastri Ghat
near the Varuna bridge on
Sunday.

On the occasion, several
dignitaries were nominated as
ambassadors of this cleanliness
drive and many others were
lauded for their contribution in
this field in the recent past.

The function began with
the PAC Band playing tunes
and Jyoti Sharma and Shrejal
Gupta reciting Ganesh
Vandana. This was followed by
a colourful dance programme.
Later, Mayor Mridula Jaiswal
and Municipal Commissioner
Gaurang Rathi nominated
many prominent citizens as
envoys of the cleanliness drive.

In 2016, when Prime

Minister Narendra Modi had
launched his Swachhata
Abhiyan from Assi ghat here,
he had also named ‘Navratnas’
but later on, rarely any of them
was seen active.

This time, those who have
been nominated ambassadors
of the cleanliness drive include
eminent vocalists Padam

Bhushan Pt Channu Lal
Mishra, Padam Bhushan Pt
Rajan-Sajan Mishra brothers
and Padam Shri Pt Rajeshwar
Acharya. The others are lead-
ing basketball player Vishesh
Briguvansi, hockey player Lalit
Upadhyay, social worker Anil
Kumar Jain, Dr Deepak
Asthana, Manish Khatri and

Salman Chaudhari of Kinnar
Samaj. They all were felicitat-
ed by presenting them angvas-
trum.

Besides, the contributions
of leading athlete Neelu Mishra,
Dr Ritu Garg, Saquib Bharat
and Anil Kumar Singh were
lauded by presenting bouquets
to them as they all also

remained active during the
coronavirus pandemic period.

On the occasion, some
Banaras Hindu University stu-
dents made some art work to
send the message on cleanli-
ness.

The participants also took
a pledge to keep the city clean,
to throw waste only in dustbins
and to help Varanasi perform
well in the nation-wide clean-
liness survey. The pledge was
administered by the Mayor.

Additional Municipal
Commissioner Devi Dayal
Verma, health officer Dr NP
Singh, secretary of Jan Vikas
Evam Kalyan Samiti Mahendra
Singh Gautam, Shishir Kumar,
Nirbhay Singh, Meenakshi
Singh, Dr Anushree Srivastava
and senior officers of Varanasi
Nagar Nigam, including Ram
Sakal Yadav, Ajay Kumar Ram,
Dilip Shukla, Arpana Bajpai
and Brijesh Prajapati were also
present.
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Allahabad (PNS): The
working of Dhoomanganj
police has come under question
in the killing of army person-
nel. The policemen and the
family members of the
deceased were informed about
the incident by an eyewitness
around 10 pm. It is clear from
this that the incident took
place before 10 pm. There are
always people on the road
from 9:30 pm to 10 pm. Despite
this, it is clear from the incident
that the killers were not scared
at all and were freely roaming
on the road. This has raised a
question on the night patrolling
by the cops.

Meanwhile, the police are
still groping in the dark for
clues to the killers of the army
man. Senior police officers,
including the DIG, had reached
the spot to monitor the inves-

tigation. The dog squad and
forensic team were also called
but no clues to the killers
could be found till late in the
night.

ADG Zone Premprakash
reached the spot in the morn-
ing and questioned the father
and family of the deceased. He
also formed a team to arrest the
killers.

The woman who was pre-
sent at the time of the incident
alleged that the goons attempt-
ed to rape her. But the police
officer kept claiming that she
kept changing her statement
again and again. 

The officials said that while
giving information on the con-
trol room number 100, the
woman had alleged an attempt
to rape her but after
Dhoomanganj police reached
the spot, she did not reveal any

such thing.
In the morning, when the

family members of the
deceased gave her name in the
written complainant, she again
started talking about the rape
attempt.

According to the family
members, around 11 pm,
Shweta had called Ashutosh's
wife and told her that four-five
youths were found standing on
the way near Gayasuddin Pur
Maidan in Nimsarai and when
Ashutosh asked them to move,
they started abusing him. On
protesting, he was pulled out of
the car and was thrashed bru-
tally by the youths, who later
attacked him with a brick and
killed him on the spot.

The police on Sunday
afternoon sent the girl for
medical examination after she
alleged rape attempt.
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One more person tested
positive for coronavirus

infection in the district, taking
the tally of confirmed cases to
21,960 on Sunday evening.

With no COVID-19 death
being reported in the last 24
hours, the death toll remains at
377.

Three more COVID-19
patients have been cured, all of
them in home isolation. So far,
21,540 COVID-19 patients
have recovered in the district -
18,569 in home isolation and
2,971 in Covid hospital.

At present 43 active cases
are under treatment in the
district.

The recovery rate in the
district is 98.08 percent and the
mortality rate 1.71 per cent.

�����	���
��	�	����	�	����	���D�	�����

�'��

�������!���%1213���!������!��������������
�	����.
������/�����	������������ ������

8/��
����2�8�
�
	�����!��	
0�9:��
�������	��
!
���� 2�$�0��:

The dance drama
'Chandalika' enthralled the

audience in the cultural
evening organised at Gandhi
Adhyayan Peeth auditorium
under on-going week-long cen-
tenary year celebrations of the
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapith.

The dance drama
'Chandalika' is based on the
story of a socially untouchable
girl of Chandal community
and is written by Guru
Ravindranath Tagore.

The students of the
university staging this dance
drama kept the audience
glued to their seats with their
mesmerising performance.
Dr Shubhra Verma directed
it.

It was followed by the
drama 'Gandhi Teri Smritiyan'
in which the students delight-
ed the students by showing the
revolutionary life of Mahatma
Gandhi. A short film 'Swadesh'
was also screened, showing
the beautiful scenes of the
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapith, Banaras Hindu
University and this holy
city.

The cultural evening of
the four-day celebrations ended
with the drama 'Geshe Jampa',
based on the novel written by
Dr Neerja Madhav, in which
the students showed the
thoughts and feelings of
Tibetans.

Earlier, the evening
began with 'Shiv Stuti' present-
ed by Kathak dancer Abhishek
Basak.

MGKVP Vice Chancellor
Prof TN Singh and eminent
novelist Dr Neerja Madhav
were also present at the cultur-
al programmes.           
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Appreciating the work done
for the containment of

COVID-19 infection, the
Allahabad High Court expressed
hope and trust that every indi-
vidual in Uttar Pradesh shall get
himself/herself vaccinated.

While hearing a PIL relating
to COVID-19, a division bench
comprising Justices Siddhartha
Varma and Ajit Kumar
observed, “Before we proceed
with the case, we would like to
record our appreciation for the
great work with regard to the
containment of COVID-19
infection which has been done
by the state and its instrumen-
talities. We are also noticing that
the number of infections of
COVID-19 have been coming
down. This is a very positive
sign.” Regarding the vaccination,
the counsel of the Central gov-

ernment as well as the state gov-
ernment received instructions
from the respective authorities
that as per the availability of the
vaccine, the vaccination pro-
gramme was continuing.

So far as the availability of
ambulances was concerned, the
affidavit of the nodal officer of
Moti Lal Nehru Medical College
at Prayagraj was filed before the
court wherein it was stated that
the hospital had two advanced
life support (ALS) ambulances.
It was also stated that the office
of the chief medical officer had
three ambulances.

The counsel for the state
government also informed the
court that Wi-Fi had also been
installed in the post-Covid ward
where patients come after get-
ting treated in the ICU.

While taking this affidavit
on record, the court observed,
“We connected ourselves

through video-conferencing and
saw for ourselves the post-Covid
ward. We appreciate the work
which has been done. We found
that the situation there was very
satisfactory.” While appreciating
the work done by nodal officer
Rishi Sahai, who was present in
the court, the court observed,
“So far as the work which has
been done by him is concerned,
we appreciate the job performed
by him during the times of pan-
demic. We also hope and trust
that he will perform his duties
further in Prayagraj so far as the
vaccination programme is in
vogue. In the times of pandem-
ic, we would like to observe,
such officers who have worked
hard and are still working
responsibly should not be trans-
ferred out, especially for now
while the programme for vacci-
nation is going on in its full
steam.”
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Allahabad (PNS): The sixth day of the
orientation programme organised by the
Faculty Development Centre, Iswar Saran
Degree College, began on Sunday with a
lecture by the resource person Dr BK
Singh, librarian at the University of
Allahabad. He spoke on ethics in research.
He also talked about research integrity in
which transparency, rigour, respect, rele-
vance, and accountability were the main
content.In the second session, Prof
Subhash Agrawal from the Department of
Education, CSJM University Kanpur,
talked about national education policy
based on the report and recommendation
of Kothari Commission, the first nation-
al policy on education in 1968, which
called for a radical restructuring and pro-
posed equal educational opportunity in
order to achieve national integration.

Prof Agarwal also talked about
NEP2020. He said the draft NEP discussed
reducing curriculum content to enhance
essential learning and critical thinking.
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Uttar Pradesh cabinet
Minister Sidharth Nath

Singh said the Union Budget
2021 provided a road map to
the vision of making the new
India self-reliant.

He said the budget pre-
sented by the Central govern-
ment was the budget of the
common man up to the last
rung of society.

The minister said that the
special thing about the bud-
get was that the opposition
had nothing to say against it.

Singh said the rural econ-
omy of Uttar Pradesh was
developing rapidly through
the One District One Project
(ODOP) scheme.

This model of economy is
now known as the Yogi
Model.

There is a discussion

going on by organising sem-
inars on behalf of Bharatiya
Janata Party and other organ-
isations regarding various
aspects of the budget. 

People are also giving
their opinion.

BJP City unit chief
Ganesh Kesarwani said the
Union budget was balanced.
He said the way the Central
and state governments took
care of all sections of society,
particularly the migrant
labourers, during the coron-
avirus pandemic was praise
worthy.

Singh said the Union
budget would take all effective
steps to establish India as a
strong and developed coun-
try at the international level.
He said the development in
diverse areas would be bene-
ficial for the people in the
coming times.
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Mahant Narendra Giri,
president of Akhil

Bharatiya Akhara Parishad
(ABAP), on Sunday advised
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat to learn
from the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment of UP and complete
preparations for the Kumbh
Mela.

He said that during the
coronavirus period, the Magh
Mela of Prayagraj had become
an example and in such a situ-
ation, preparations for the
Kumbh should be made on the
lines of Magh Mela.

The Akhara Parishad pres-
ident said that despite the
COVID-19 pandemic, due to
better arrangements made by
the Yogi government, lakhs of

devotees were taking the holy
dip at the Sangam in Magh
Mela. However, such prepara-
tions were yet to be seen
regarding the Mahakumbh to
be held in Haridwar.

He lauded the Yogi govern-
ment for making the biggest
bathing festival of Magh Mela
on Mauni Amavasya smooth.
He said the saint and seers were
with the chief minister of
Uttarakhand and were also
willing to follow the Covid
guidelines.

Mahant Giri said that
there was still a month for
Haridwar Mahakumbh and at
this juncture, if the
Uttarakhand government held
talks with the officials of
Prayagraj, it could improve the
preparations for the mega
event.
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Allahabad (PNS): The Mahila Sabha of Samajwadi
Party staged a sit-in in front of the All Saints Cathedral
in Civil Lines under the banner of Mahila Ghera pro-
gramme on Saturday evening. 

Former MLAs Vijma Yadav, Pooja Pal, Mahila Sabha
district chief Anita Srivastava, its city unit president
Manju Yadav and Nidhi Yadav alleged that incidents of
crime against women were rising in the state and the state
government had failed to check them.

The Mahila Sabha leaders said that during the
Samajwadi Party regime, women were protected in pan-
chayats by starting schemes like reservations, Kanya
Vidya Dhan, pension scheme, 181 and 1090 helpline to
protect their honour and self-respect.

Indu Yadav, Richa Singh, Sabiha Mohani, Nisha
Shukla, Sudha Yadav said that the Bharatiya Janata Party
had stopped all these facilities provided to women by
the SP government. Manju Pathak, Sangeeta Malviya
Sharma, Pooja Mishra, Nirmala Yadav, Satyabhama
Mishra, Kamala Yadav and Rita Maurya also expressed
their views. Samajwadi backward cell state chief Rajpal
Kashyap also reached the dharna site. He was accom-
panied by district chief Yogesh Chandra Yadav, City unit
president Sayed Iftekhar Hussain, Sandeep Patel, Israr
Anjum, MLC Ramvriksha Yadav, Basudev Yadav,
Dharmaraj Patel, Haji Parvez Ahmed, Danbahadur
Madhur, Sayed Mohd Askari, Mohd Gauss and others.
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Atwo-day training pro-
gramme was inaugurated

by Additional Director Basic
Education Ganga Singh
Rajpoot at Kuthond block
resource centre. He instructed
the teachers to use problem
solving tricks, reasoning, gen-
eralisation method, estimation
method  in teaching of math-
ematics and language subjects
in oder to improve elementary
education at the primary level,
basic theme of course pro-
gramme is based on founda-

tional learning and remedial
teaching. While referring to the
forthcoming classes he said
their main focus was to make

students comfortable in the
school environment. On the
occasion he also instructed all
teachers to ensure all facilities
in school before the classes
started like proper mainte-
nance of toilets etc. He empha-
sised on following all Covid-19
prevention guidelines when
the school reopened. Block
Education Officer (BEO)
Mahesh Sharma and academ-
ic resource persons Sanjeev
Kumar, Brijesh Pathak, Mahesh
Yadav and Shyamji Tripathi
were among those present dur-
ing the training programme.
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NTPC Rihand station received
the Greentech Environment

Protection Award for the year
2019-20 at the 20th Environment
Protection Award ceremony held
in Mahabalipuram recently. On
this achievement of the station,
Executive Director (Rihand)
Balaji Iyengar while expressing
his happiness congratulated the
department concerned.  The
Greentech Environment

Protection Award was received
by NTPC Rihand station’s
Additional General Manager
(AGM), EMG/ AU
Department, VK Atri, from
Chairman and CEO of
Greentech Foundation K
Sharan. The station has received
this award for special com-
mendable work done towards
environmental safety. On this
achievement of the station,
there is wave of happiness
among the residents of Rihand.
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Divisional Commissioner
(DC) Yogeshwar Ram

Mishra held a meeting of offi-
cials of the division and
reviewed law and order situa-
tion, revenue collection and
progress of development works.
Reviewing law and order the

DC asked the DMs and SPs to
direct SDMs and COs to patrol
the area jointly for minimum
one hour everyday and interact
with people to get a feedback.
He directed the DMs and SPs
to visit the places themselves as
far as sensitive issues were
concerned.  He instructed the
officials of Mirzapur district to
increase the revenue collection
through stamp. On less collec-
tion in Bhadohi through excise
the ADM(F&R) and excise
officer were directed to make
a strategy for increasing it. He
expressed satisfaction over
recovery done by Mirzapur
and Sonbhadra through coop-
erative but officials concerned
with Bhadohi were taken to
task for less collection. The DC
expressed discontent over
works related to minor irriga-
tion and the SE was warned to
mend his ways and directed
him to ensure transparency in
expenditure and allocation of
budget. The CDOs of Mirzapur
and Sonbhadra were asked to
monitor works of minor irri-
gation, inspect checkdams con-
structed by the Minor
Irrigation department and

report to him. The DC
expressed his discontent over
tardy progress in clearing of silt
from canals and reprimanded
the EE of Mirzapur Canal
Division. The DC reviewed
the progress of all agencies
related with development,
including roads, and directed
the Jal Nigam to ensure the

connection in every house-
hold too along with laying of
pipelines under AMRUT
scheme. The meeting was
attended by all divisional officers,
DMs, SPs, CDO and ADMs of
the division and was conducted
by Joint Development
Commissioner (JDC) Suresh
Chandra Mishra who was assist-
ed by Rahul Tiwari.

THANA SAMADHAN
DIVAS: Superintendent of
Police Ajay Kumar Singh held
the meeting of Thana
Samadhan Divas at Dehat
Kotwali on Saturday and direct-
ed the cops to dispose of all
applications on merit and main-
tain records properly. He inter-
acted with the aggrieved and
issued directions accordingly.
Three matters were received
but none of them were disposed
of the same day. In the district
total 73 applications were
received through 15 police sta-
tions in which 14 were dis-
posed of on the spot while for the
rest joint teams of Revenue
department and police were
sent for disposal. 

GIRL RECOVERED: The
Lalganj police recovered a kid-

napped girl and arrested the
kidnapper. According to a
report received here, on
February 8 a man in a first
information report (FIR)
lodged at the police station in
which he stated that his minor
daughter was kidnapped by the
accused by enticing her. Acting
on the matter the police was
investigating the case when it
got the information about the
presence of the kidnapper at
Dubar turn. Thereafter the
police raided the place and
arrested Babbal Dharikar, a
resident of Lalapur village
under Lalganj police station.
On the identification of the
accused the police recovered
the girl too. After completing
the legal formalities the police
sent the accused to jail.
Meanwhile an earlier report
said that the Kachhawaan
police arrested two accused of
theft recently. Rinku Singh, a
resident of Bajahaan village, had
lodged a complaint at the police
station regarding the theft in his
shop. During investigation the
names of Vikas and Neelesh,
residents of Ramapur village
under Kachhawaan police sta-
tion, came to light. Taking
instant action the police arrest-
ed the accused from
Kanaksaraany turn. Besides
Adalhaat police arrested a crim-
inal along with a countrymade
gun and a cartridge recently.
During routine patrolling at
night on being tipped off by an
an informer that some suspects
were sitting at Tendhi puliya in
Pachengada village the police
raided the place and caught
Divesh Kumar Singh, a resident
of Pachengada village under
Adalhaat police station and
recovered an illegal gun along
with a cartridge. After register-
ing a case in this connection the
police sent the accused to jail.
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ADG of Gorakhpur zone Akhil
Kumar took charge on Saturday.

Talking to
reporters, the
ADG said pro-
viding speedy
justice to the vic-
tim will be his
first priority. He
added that along
with Gorakhnath
temple, security
arrangements at
Gorakhpur air-
port and
Kushinagar inter-
national airport will be reviewed. It
may be pointed out here that Akhil
Kumar, who is a native of Begusarai
district of Bihar state, is a 1994 batch
IPS officer. Besides he has worked as
SP and SSP of Lucknow, Ghaziabad,
Aligarh, Deoria, Ghazipur, Kanpur
Dehat, Kannauj and Amroha. He
became DIG of Meerut in the year
2010 and from there went to Delhi on
central deputation.
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NTPC Vindhyachal organi-
aed a communication

workshop on the topic ‘Crisis
management- Role of Public
Relation and Communication’
on Saturday for the seniors of
NTPC Vindhyachal.  The fac-
ulty comprised the keynote
speakers, Assistant Professor of
Media and Mass
Communication, Graphic Era
Hill University, Dehradun,
Shikha Mishra, and Assistant

Professor Department of Mass
Communication, PMIR Indore,
Bhavna Pathak.  This commu-
nication workshop witnessed
participation from ED
(Vindhyachal) Munish Jahuri,
GM  (O&M) SC Nayak, GM
SSC Vipan Kumar, GM (HR)
Uttam Lal and all the other GMs,
heads of departments (HODs)
and other seniors who were
connected via MS Teams. In this
workshop ED Vindhyachal
Munish Jauhari appreciated the
faculty members who delivered

an effective session and added
that it is imperative that we
adopt a crisis management and
communication plan as it nFcot
only help us in identifying the
potential threats but also pre-
pares us to manage the same
through the application of
cogent and effective commu-
nication strategies.  The work-
shop came to an end by thank-
ing all dignitaries and seniors
who were present as well as the
team which organised this
communication workshop.
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Kotwali police arrested three accused and recovered
a stolen motorcycle on Saturday. As per the reports,

Rajendra Sharma, a resident of Ghurahoopatti locality
under City Kotwali police station had lodged an FIR on
February 7 at city kotwali in connection with the theft
of his Passion Pro motorcycle. Acting on the case incharge
Kutcheri police outpost Santosh Singh recovered the
motorcycle from Jogiabaari locality and arrested the three
accused. After completing the legal formalities the
accused were sent to jail. They were identified as Anubhav
Singh, a resident of Mahuaria under City Kotwali police
station, Yashraj Singh belonging to Mahuarikala under
Vindhyachal police station and Prabhash, a resident of
Gosaain Talab under City Kotwali police station. 

DIRECTIVE TO OFFICIALS: Chairman of Nagar
Palika Parishad  (NPP) Manoj Jaiswal visited Ghantaghar
ward on Saturday.  On the occasion the residents com-
plained about stench from a urinal to him. At it the
chairman directed the officials to shift it to another place
far away from the locality. On seeing filth near a tem-
ple the chairman directed the officials to take necessary
action in the matter. During his visit chairman Manoj
Jaiswal became aware with the problems of the residents
of the area and taking instant action he directed the offi-
cials concerned to submit a proposal accordingly and get
the sanction from him.
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Industrial Development Minister
Satish Mahana launched the

Micro ATM developed by Redmil
Business Mall here on Sunday.

This is the first-of-its-kind
ATM in India launched from
Kanpur. Available at the cheapest
rates in Indian markets, the com-
pany will not promote any Chinese
product in the ATMs.

Minister of State for Higher
Education Neelima Katiyar, Mayor
Pramila Pandey, MLC Arun
Pathak, Redmil Business Mall
founder Ashish Paliwal and Chief
Executive Officer Raj Singhal were
also present at the launch ceremo-
ny.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mahana said during the past few
years, a lot of changes were seen in
two sectors - technology and
employment - in the country. He
said former prime minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee had provided
highways for the countrymen while
Redmil Business Mall had created
ample opportunities of employ-
ment for youth by launching the
Micro ATM.

He added that the project was

inspired by the 'Local for Vocal' call
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Paliwal said it was the biggest
B2B Fintech platform which pro-
vided employment to over 70,000
persons in 17 states of the country.

“The application consists of
over 35 services covering 125 plus
brands of India and overseas coun-
tries. With the help of this ATM,
one can get cash from his/her
neighbouring shop against the

credit/debit card,” he said.
Singhal said the application

could be downloaded from Google
Play Store.

The cost of an ATM is Rs 2,800
and the device works like an ATM
machine which allows any
debit/credit card ho

lder to swipe in it and get cash.
The respective shopkeeper will get
a commission from 4 to 10 per cent,
he added.
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Hundreds of members of
the medical fraternity and

all the members of Indian
Medical Association-Kanpur
sat on relay hunger fast at the
Gandhi statue in Phool Bagh
on Sunday to express solidari-
ty against ‘forced mixopathy’.

The doctors took the oath
to remain united and give
momentum to their agitation
for their “rightful demands”
and the “safety of the suffering
humanity” which they claimed
would be dangerously eroded
once there was amalgam of var-
ious modes of treatments.

Chairman of the Action
Committee, Dr Shiva Kant
Mishra, addressing the gather-
ing, said the medical fraterni-
ty was forced to take to agita-
tion because it was concerned
about the dangerous impact of
‘mixopathy’ on human health.
He said this amalgam was
going to produce quacks in big
numbers and the common
man stood at threat.

Dr Mishra said the objec-
tive was to draw the attention
of the masses towards the
threat to human health as
quacks would be a potent threat
to the people. He said the
decision of the government to
bring allopathy, homoeopathy,
Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani
on one common platform was

a suicidal move and the IMA
was not going to allow this to
happen.

He said self-styled doctors
in the times to come would not
be in the larger interest of the
suffering humanity.

Addressing the gathering,
IMA-Kanpur Secretary Dr
Dinesh Sachan said the relay
fast was continuing all over
India in protest against the
move of the government and
would end this Sunday.

He said members from the
national body of the IMA had
come to take part in the relay
fast and to work out modalities
for giving further momentum
to the agitation.

IMA-K President Dr
Neelam Mishra said the IMA
strongly supported the need to
improve various modes of
treatment but the amalgam of
all the modes and putting them
all at par was certainly not
acceptable.

She said this could be
termed as mockery of human
health and placebo treatment
could play havoc with human
health.

She said the life expectan-
cy had shot up from mere 35.21
years in 1950 to 73 years in
2020 and this could be made
possible due to meticulous and
dedicated service of the allo-
pathic doctors.

She said allopathy had
made India a trusted medical

tourism destination and this
was due to the expertise of the
Indian doctors and affordable
treatment and providing at par
medical expertise that was dear
in the West.

She said it would be no
exaggeration to state that
allopathy was based on sound
research work and it alone had
posed a challenge to pan-
demics, especially COVID-19,
and the vaccines were all the
gift of allopathy.

She added that in foreign
countries there were over 60
per cent doctors from India
and this was on account of their
medical expertise in allopathy.

She said the IMA had gird-
ed up its loins to give further
momentum to this agitation.
She said this move would be
followed by ‘Chalo Rajdhani’
call.

Members of MSN, JDAS,
IMA, Women Wing, IMA
Hospital Board and all in-ser-
vice doctors including of the
medical college, participated in
the relay fast. Prominent
among them were Dr VC
Rastogi, Dr RN Chgaurasia, Dr
AK Srivastava, Dr Gulab
Agarwal, Dr AC Agarwal, Dr
Rajesh Jain, Dr Aarti
Lalchandani, Dr Pravin Katiyar,
Dr Alka Sharma, Dr Rashi
Mishra, Dr Savita Rastogi, Dr
Poornima Dixit and Dr Reeta
Kumar.
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Additional Director Health and Family Welfare, Dr
GK Mishra, said the district had girded up its

loins to ensure that the vaccination drive to be taken
up between February 18 and 22 was optimal and no
frontline worker was left out.

He said there were certain errors in the list of var-
ious departments, including that of the mobile num-
bers. He said directives had been issued to the offi-
cials concerned to rectify these errors.

Dr Mishra said several frontline workers had reg-
istered for the vaccination drive from February 18
through a single mobile phone number and this was
the reason that the number had declined.

He said many mobile phone numbers through
which registration was made were no more in use and
thus contact with the frontline workers was suffer-
ing a setback.

He said as per the directive of Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Awanish Awasthi, all officials con-
cerned were required to trace out the wrong mobile
numbers in the list. He said all those who were to be
vaccinated on that particular date should be given one
day holiday.

He said all the officials had joined hands to ensure
optimum vaccination between February 18 and 22.
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Kendriya Vidyalaya at the
Indian Institute of

Technology, Kanpur is among
the three schools selected for
organising India Toy Fair.

In association with the
Union ministries, including
the Human Resource Ministry,
the Toy Fair is being organised
for the first time in India. It will
provide an opportunity to stu-
dents of Kendriya Vidyalaya to
show their talent and skills
through different types of toys
and emerge winners.

Kendriya Vidyalaya
Principal RN Wadalkar said
three KVs were selected for
organising the Toy Fair in the
country.

Besides KV-IIT Kanpur,
the other two are Kendriya
Vidyalaya on JNU campus and
Kendriya Vidyalaya at
Gurugram. 

The Toy Fair will be organ-
ised virtually from February 27
to March 2 and inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
who will give his message to
students, teachers and other
participants to promote Vocal
for Local and Atmanirbhar
Bharat campaigns.

Wadalkar said it was a
great platform for KV stu-
dents to display their toys in the
fair being organised for the first
time in India.

As many as 15 students of
KV-IIT Kanpur will present
their self-made toys in the fair.
At the India Toy Fair organised
here on February 2, the panel
of judges had selected 15 best
toys for display. The toys to be
displayed in the fair include:
Wave Maker, Starry Cube,
Selected Julia, irrigation toy
truck, touching screen device,
revolving wheel, puppet show,
surface area, dictionary board,
element bytes, balloon hover-
craft, Fun with Knowledge,
Indian Railways, Save the
Chicken and Covid Rakshak.
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Civil construction work of
Kanpur Metro project is

progressing at a rapid pace and
this can be substantiated with
the fact that the first 100 U-
girders were placed in 67 days,
second hundred in 63 days and
third hundred in a record 57
days.

The team of Uttar Pradesh
Metro Rail Corporation has
successfully placed 300 U-gird-
ers in six months.

UPMRC Managing
Director Kumar Keshav, on
Sunday, said that the base of the
Metro track had been laid for
about half the distance of the 9-
km-long priority corridor from
IIT-Kanpur to Motijheel. 

He said a total of 622 U-
girders were to be placed and
in accordance with this the UP
Metro completed the erection
of about half of the U-girders,
which was a major achieve-
ment in itself.

He said the first U-girder of
the priority corridor was erect-

ed on August 11, 2020, in
presence of the UP chief sec-
retary. He said the UPMRC had
placed 300 U-girders within
187 days. He praised the work
of the entire UPMRC team and
contractors of Afcons and the
team of general consultants.

He said the work was mov-
ing ahead with full speed and
expressed confidence of pro-
viding world class Metro ser-

vices to the residents of Kanpur
in a stipulated time-frame.

Keshav said in such a short
tenure, the dedicated and
skilled team of UPMRC engi-
neers and contractors had
accomplished numerous
achievements associated with
the civil construction work of
the priority corridor and had
been sustaining the pace of
work.
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Kanpur Electric Supply
Company’s new Managing

Director Anil Dhingra took
over the charge at an informal
function where outgoing MD
Anil Mathur was given a warm
send-off.

The new managing direc-
tor said his priority would be
to ensure that the consumers
did not face any problem relat-
ed to power supply, especially
during the summer months.

He appealed to the officials
and staff of KESCo to ensure
that all necessary preparations
were made in advance for pro-
viding uninterrupted power
supply to the city.

Dhingra said the biggest
problem of the electricity con-
sumer was that there was a
weak redressal cell to up the
problems of the consumers on
priority. He directed the offi-
cials and staff to ensure that the
complaints of the consumers
were attended to on priority. He
said in case of any fault it
should be given top priority
and attended to also.  The new
managing director said Kanpur
was a metro city and the need
for power was much more and
thus there were frequent prob-
lems related to fault repairs and
transformers.

He said the common com-
plaint which cropped up more
in summer season was trans-
formers getting burnt up and
said for this all preparation
should be made well in
advance. He said those who
looked after the transformers
should regularly check oil
which was one reason for trans-
formers going up in flame.

Dhingra said the load
should be balanced equally
and appealed to the people to
ensure they paid their electric-
ity dues on time to help KESCo
give the best service to the peo-
ple of the city.
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Agriculture plays a vital role in the Indian econ-
omy and is the spine of India. The important

and vital section includes farming of crops, ani-
mal husbandry, pisciculture, agro-forestry etc.
Over 60 per cent of Indian population primarily
depends on agriculture. Totally it contributes
around 15.90 per cent to the gross domestic prod-
uct of the nation. The credit for all this goes to
the particular weather and soil conditions which
are best for Zaid crops.

This was stated by Deputy Director,
Agriculture, Dr Manish Sinha, while addressing
a meeting at Vikas Bhawan here on Sunday.

He said the current season was that of Zaid
crops and which grew in a long time period main-
ly from March to June. He said the period in which
the crop was mainly grown in summer was called
Zaid crop season.

Sinha said the Zaid crops required warm dry
weather for growth and longer day length for flow-

ering. He said the UP government had started giv-
ing importance to the Zaid season as it had the
potential to decrease the deficit in the production
of pulses. He said the government intended to
increase the area under moong and urad culti-
vation to 4.9 million hectares, which would be a
whopping increase of 75 per cent from the 3.1 mil-
lion hectares area under cultivation in 2021.

Sinha said Zaid season gave farmers a chance
to utilize their land and water reserves to grow
profitable crops, which included a few pulses. He
said growing cash crops in this season was par-
ticularly beneficial because as the summer
approached the demand for cash crops like
cucumbers, water melon, and musk melon
increased. He said it was not the production per
se which met the demand but it was the supply
chain which met the demand. He said the sup-
ply chain started even before production and cold
stores helped imports to grow but infrastructure
in Uttar Pradesh was incomplete and not com-
plementary.
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The Army on Sunday added
muscle to its firepower

capabilities when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi hand-
ed over to the force the indige-
nously designed and manufac-
tured Arjun Main Battle Tank
(MBT) MK-1A in Chennai. 

Presiding over the cere-
mony, Modi said the tank rep-
resented the united Indian
spirit as the weapon system
manufactured in the south will
guard the frontiers in the north.

The Arjun tank manufac-
turing factory at Avadi in
Chennai will shortly get an
order for 118 such front-line
fighting machines and the total
contract is worth over �9,000
crores. 

It is an improved and
upgraded version of the origi-
nal Arjun-MK 1 MBT which
was also indigenously designed
and manufactured within the
country. The new tanks has
incorporated more than 50
upgrades and 71 new features.
The Army will get an edge over
its enemies as the new tank has
accurate firing capabilities dur-
ing day and night thereby pro-
viding the army to launch
counter-offensive with lethal
effect, officials said here.

At the handing over func-
tion, the Prime Minister also
accepted a salute by the state-
of-the-art tank, indigenously
designed, developed, and man-
ufactured by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO)’s
Combat Vehicles Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Establishment(CVRDE) in
Chennai. Modi later handed
over a replica model of the tank
to Army Chief General M M
Naravane.

“Today I am proud to ded-
icate to the country one more
warrior to protect our frontiers.
I am proud to hand over the

indigenously designed and
manufactured Arjun MK-1A.”

“It also uses indigenous
ammunition. Tamil Nadu is
already the leading auto man-
ufacturing hub of India. Now
I see Tamil Nadu evolving as a
tank manufacturing hub of
India,” he said.

“A tank made in Tamil
Nadu will be used in our north-
ern border to keep our nation
safe. This showcases India’s
united spirit—Bharat’s ekta
darshan,” Modi added.

Highlighting the capabili-
ties of the upgraded version of
the Arjun MBT, officials said
Arjun MK-1 Alpha is a “con-
temporary tank in the world
with battle winning efficacy.”

It is ‘infused’ with 71 new
features and would ensure
effortless mobility in all ter-
rains, besides precise target
engagement during day and
night.

The production order
opens up a large avenue in
defence manufacturing for over
200 Indian companies and
scores of Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
with employment opportuni-
ties to 8,000 people, they said.

Quoting from revolution-
ary Tamil poet and freedom
fighter Mahakavi Subramanya
Bharathi, Modi said inspired by
the former’s vision, “India has
taken a massive effort to
become self-reliant in the
defence sector.”

Of the two defence corri-
dors in the country, the one in
Tamil Nadu has already
received investment commit-
ments of over �8,100 crore,
Modi said.

“We will continue working
to make our armed forces one
of the most modern forces in
the world. At the same time the
focus on making India
Atmanirbhar in the defence
sector moves with full speed,”
he said.

Later, in a tweet, he said it
was “a special day in our jour-
ney to become Aatmanirbhar
in the defence sector,” referring
to Arjun Main Battle Tank
(MK-1A). Fifteen academic
institutions, eight labs and sev-
eral MSMEs were also involved
in the Arjun MK 1A.

The new tanks with its
first round hit probability has
one of the most accurate tank
gun in the world. This majes-
tic tank has indigenous
Kanchan Armour strapped
with DRDO developed
Reactive Armour Panels.

After using in different
conditions, the Army had rec-
ommended a number of
improvements to MBT Arjun
Mk 1, which enhanced the
mobility and fire power of
MBT Arjun Mk 1A. With
these changes, this upgraded
version has successfully under-
gone extensive trials by the
Indian Army. The precise tar-
get tracking of the tank
ensures accurate engagement
during day and night in both
static and dynamic condi-
tions. 

The country decided to
build its own main battle tank
and a project was initiated by
the DRDO in the 1970s at the
Combat Vehicles Research and
Development Establishment
(CVRDE).

The scientists were given
the objective to design and
build a state-of-the-art tank
with superior fire power, high
mobility, and excellent protec-
tion. The production of the
Arjun tanks started in 1996 at
the Indian Ordnance Factory’s
production facility in Avadi.

At present, the Army has
more than 100 Arjun MK-I
tanks in its armour and is like-
ly to induct 20 odd more tanks
shortly.  The first batch of 16
Arjun tanks were inducted
into active service in 2004.

The old and new version of
the MBT has a highly sophisti-
cated computer-controlled inte-
grated fire control system with
stabilised sighting that works in
all lighting conditions. The sec-
ondary weapons include a co-
axial 7.62-mm machine gun for
anti-personnel and a 12.7-mm
machine gun for anti-aircraft
and ground targets.

Officials also said the new
version launched by the Prime
Minister gas more than 55 per
cent indigenous content as com-
pared to 40 per cent of the ear-
lier version of the Arjun.
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Mounting more pressure
on the Modi Government

to come clean on the Indo-
China skirmishes in recent
months, former defence min-
ister A K Antony on Sunday
alleged that disengagement in
both the Galwan Valley and
Pangong Tso Lake areas and
the creation of a buffer zone
was a “surrender” of India’s
rights.

Antony said he was sad
that the Narendra Modi
Government was not giving
proper priority to national
security at a time when China
was getting belligerent and
Pakistan continued to promote
terrorism.

Addressing a Press con-
ference, the senior Congress
leader said that at a time
when India was facing multi-
ple challenges at the border
and was facing a two-front
war-like situation, the increase
in defence budget this year is
meagre and insignificant and
was a “betrayal” of the coun-
try.

The Government had on
Friday stated that India has
not “conceded” any territory
following the disengagement
agreement with China in
Pangong lake areas in eastern
Ladakh.

Antony said disengage-
ment was good as it reduced
tension but it should not be
done at the cost of national
security.

“Both disengagements in
Galwan and Pangong Tso are
a surrender,” he alleged,
adding that it amounted to
surrendering of areas tradi-
tionally controlled by India.
We are surrendering our
rights,” he alleged, noting that
Galwan Valley as Indian ter-
ritory was never a disputed
land even in 1962.

“Disengagement and
buffer zone means surrender
of our land at the moment,” he
alleged, while warning that the
Government is not under-
standing the importance of
this disengagement and cre-
ation of the buffer zone.

He warned that China
can play mischief anytime by

helping Pakistan in Siachen.
“We want to know from

this Government when there
will be status quo ante as on
mid-April 2020 in the entire
India-China border,” he said,
asking what was the govern-
ment’s plan in this regard.

He also said that the gov-
ernment must take the coun-
try and the people into confi-
dence on restoration of status
quo ante at the borders.

He said the Government
always consulted leaders of all
political parties before taking
such a decision and must
keep national security in
mind.

Antony alleged that the
government did not increased
the defence budget to
“appease” China and to give a
message that it did not want
to confront them.

“To appease China, the
government sent a message by
not increasing this defence
budget that we do not want to
confront you.

To appease China, we
have agreed to disengagement
on China’s terms,” he alleged.

When the whole country
is facing serious challenges
from both China and
Pakistan, the senior Congress
leader said the armed forces
are demanding support and
substantial increase in the
defence budget.

“But compared to last
year’s revised defence budget,
this budget has made a mea-
gre and insufficient increase of
only 1.48 per cent. It is a
betrayal of the country. The
government has let down our
armed forces.  The
Government is not paying
proper attention of national
security,” Antony said.

������������
	������
� �	
�!

���
���
	������!�� ��"
#�����
����$
��%
����&���

���
�����!����
���$����
$���

��"�$ ��	�����
$�"��$
�!
��''�����$
��#�����
��


�	�����
����
$� ��	�(�$!��

���� 067	'689:

Of the total 29,337 km
length of projects, only

8,632 kms length of projects
has been awarded and 1,040
kms length of projects have
been appraised so far under the
Bharatmala Project phase-1
which is targeted to be com-
pleted by 2021-22. The
Detailed Project Report for a
length of 19,665 kms is still
under preparation stage when
only two years are left as per the
schedule fixed for completion
of Phase-I. Taking note of slow
pace of work, a parliamentary
committee on transport,
tourism and culture asked the
Government to examine the
causes for delay in construction
of Roads under Phase-I and
take requisite remedial mea-
sures expeditiously so as to
remove the stumbling blocks in
order to achieve the targets
fixed.

“In the course of exami-
nation, it was seen that there
were about 375 projects of
National Highways including
Bharatmala, pending due to
reasons like Land Acquisition,
forest clearance, utility shift-
ing, and contractor issue and
so on in various States. These
included projects across the
country namely in Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu & Kashmir,
Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Meghalaya,
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
West Bengal. These projects
have surpassed their date of
completion and the

Government apparently has
not reviewed them,” the par-
liamentary committee said in
its report, which tabled in the
Parliament on Tuesday.

The Committee noted
with concern that some NH
projects are delayed due to
multiple reasons which inter-
alia include poor performance
of contractor, utility shifting,
delay in environment/forest
clearance, land acquisition,
cash flow problem of the con-
cessionaire/contractor and so
on. Delay in the projects has
resulted in increase in the
overall cost of the projects.

The Committee are con-
strained to note that there is
time and cost over-run in
many projects of the
Government. “Amongst them,
for example, is the Char-
Dham Mahamarg Vikas
Priyojana - Improvement of
NH Connectivity to Char-
Dham (Kedarnath, Badrinath,
Yamunotri& Gangotri) in the
State of Uttarakhand, foun-
dation stone of which was laid
in December, 2016 by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister. It
was initially targeted for com-

pletion by March 2020, but the
Committee was informed that
it has been delayed due to lit-
igation relating to forest and
environment clearance in var-
ious 63 courts and the exact
date of completion of the pro-
gramme depends on the final
outcome of the case,” the
report said.

The Committee also rec-
ommended that 4-laning of
Pune-Nashik (NH-60), Pune-
Tamhini-Mangaon-Diveagar
(NH-756), Hadapsar-Saswad-
Jejuri-LonandPhaltan-Mohol
(NH-965), Patas-Baramati-
Akluj-Tondale (NH-65G) and
6-laning of Pune-Solapur
(NH-65),  Kolhapur to
Vaibhavwadi-Vijaydurg under
Bharatmala and Alibaug to
Sindhudurg coastal National
Highway in the State of
Maharashtra, extension of
Patna-Areraj road to Bettiah,
Ramgarhwa and Raxaul in
the State of Bihar, road con-
necting Anmod at the border
of Goa to Londa, widening of
Sundar Bani-Seri-Jangar-Lam
Road in Rajouri district in
Jammu be taken up at the ear-
liest.
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On the second anniversary of
the Pulwama terror strike

on Sunday,  dignitaries, film
actors and political leaders led by
the President and the  Prime
Minister paid rich tributes to the
40 CRPF  personnel killed in the
attack that days after had also
prompted Indian Air Force to go
across borders on a “punishing
mission”,  hitting terror terror
camps at Balakot in  Pakistan.

Remembering the soldiers
who died in Pulwama terror
attack, President Ram Nath
Kovind said the nation is com-
mitted to eliminating terrorism.
“Nation salutes the sacrifice of
our brave soldiers”, he said.

Modi described CRPF
‘jawans’ as “exceptional indi-
viduals who devoted their lives
to the country”.

On February 14, 2019, 40
personnel of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) were killed
after a suicide bomber rammed
an IED-laden truck into a CRPF
convoy. Pakistan-backed Jaish-
e-Mohammad-executed attack
took place when a convoy of 78
buses with 2,500 CRPF person-
nel was heading to Srinagar
from Jammu.

“No Indian can forget this
day. Two years ago, the Pulwama
terror attack occurred. We pay
homage to all the martyrs. We
are proud of our security forces
and their bravery will continue
to inspire future generations,” he
said during a public event in
Chennai.

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi also expressed his
grief by tweeting in Hindi say-
ing “tribute to the brave soldiers,
who died in the Pulwama terror
attack. A tribute to their fami-
lies as the country owes you.” 

Actors including Akshay
Kumar, Varun Dhawan and
Rajkummar Rao paid tributes
and said the country will forev-
er remain indebted to the brave
hearts. Kumar took to Twitter
and shared a picture of the
martyrs. “Remembering our
brave hearts of #PulwamaAttack,
we will always remain indebted
for your supreme sacrifice,” the
53-year-old actor tweeted.

Dhawan shared the same
image on Instagram and cap-
tioned “Jai Hind”. Actor Kartik
Aaryan prayed for the families
of those who were killed in the
terrorist attack. 

“On this day, two years

back, 40 soldiers sacrificed their
lives for our nation in Pulwama
attack. Prayers for the brave
souls and their families. We’ll
always be in debt of yours,” the
actor tweeted.

Rest In Power Bravehearts
of Pulwama!”, actor Suniel Shetty
wrote.

While paying homage to the
slain soldiers, Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu said he stands
in solidarity with the jawans’
families.

“I join the nation in paying
my humble tributes to the CRPF
personnel who were martyred in
the dastardly Pulwama terror
attack. The grateful nation will
always remember their patrio-
tism & supreme sacrifice,” the
Vice President Secretariat tweet-
ed quoting Naidu.

Union home minister Amit
Shah said that the slain soldiers’
sacrifice will never be forgotten.
“I bow down to the brave mar-
tyrs who lost their lives in the
gruesome Pulwama attack on
this day in 2019. India will
never forget their exceptional
courage and supreme sacrifice,”
Shah tweeted.

“Entire nation stands unit-
ed against terrorists “, said the
Defence Minister. 

BJP president JP Nadda
also remembered the sacrifice
of CRPF personnel.

“India will always remem-
ber their martyrdom. We
should all unite to completely
end terrorism from its very
roots,” Nadda said on Twitter.

Days after the attack, the
Indian Air Force on February
26 carried out multiple aerial
strikes at JeM terror camps in
Pakistan’s Balakot, killing a
“large number” of terrorists
and destroying their infra-
structure.

On its part, the CRPF
tweeted “‘We did not forget, we
did not forgive”. The CRPF
renewed its resolve to end ter-
ror saying  they have not for-
given or forgotten the grue-
some attack.

“Be brave enough to die as
martyr”’, said BJP MP and for-
mer test player Gautam
Gambhir and asked people to
be “brave enough to die the
death of a martyr” as he paid
his tributes. Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
offered  “heartfelt homage” to
martyrs,  while Union Minister
Smriti Irani said: “Salute to
brave sons of mother India”.
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The Centre on Sunday said
that  India has been record-

ing a steady decline in the
number of daily new deaths
since October 1, 2020, while
the national recovery rate is
amongst the highest in the
world. Now the17th most-
affected country by active cases,
fourth by fatality, and second
by total and recovered cases,
India has added 78,577 cases in
the past 7 days.

“Since 1st October 2020,
the nation has seen an unabat-
ed decline in Case Fatality
Rate. The Case Fatality Rate
today stands below 1.5 (1.43%).
With only 92 people suc-
cumbing to the deadly coron-
avirus disease, India’s Case
Fatality Rate is one of the low-
est in the world,” the Union
Health Ministry said.

The recoveries have surged
to 1,06,11,731 with 11,016
patients getting discharged in
a span of 24 hours. “India’s
Covid-19 recovery rate of 97.31
per cent is amongst the high-
est in the world. The difference
between the recovered and
active cases has grown to
1,04,74,164 as on date,” the
ministry highlighted. Till date,
the cumulative number of
healthcare and frontline work-
ers vaccinated against Covid-19
in the country has surpassed 82
lakhs.

A total 82,63,858 benefi-
ciaries have been vaccinated
through 1,72,852 sessions, as
per the provisional report till 8
am on Sunday. These include
59,84,018 HCWs (1st dose),
23,628 HCWs (2nd dose) and
22,56,212 FLWs (1st dose).
The 2nd dose of Covid-19 vac-
cination started on Saturday for
those beneficiaries who have
completed 28 days after receipt
of the 1st dose.  As on Day-29
of the vaccination drive
(February 13), a total of
2,96,211 beneficiaries received
vaccination. Out of which,
2,72,583 beneficiaries were vac-
cinated across 8,071 sessions
for 1st dose and 23,628 HCWs
received 2nd dose of vaccine.

“The country is witnessing
a progressive increase in the
vaccination day by day,” the
ministry said adding 68.55 per
cent of total vaccinated bene-
ficiaries are from 10 states.

It said 81.58 per cent of the
new recovered cases are
observed to be concentrated in
6 States. Kerala has reported the
maximum number of single
day recoveries with 5,835 newly
recovered cases. A total of
1,773 people recovered in
Maharashtra in a span of 24
hours followed by 482 in Tamil
Nadu.
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The Indian Consulate in
Dubai has issued an advi-

sory asking Indian expatriates
based there to avoid visiting
the mission for consular ser-
vices and instead use online
means like a WhatsApp num-
ber, email or a helpline num-
ber to check the spread of
Covid-19. A section of the 2.6
million Indians, many of
them also engaged in blue col-
lar jobs, based there are, how-
ever, concerned over the
move as a visit to the mission
is necessitated only when the
online means are exhausted.

“Members of the Indian
community who wish to visit
the Consulate for any con-
sular services are advised to
avoid such visits unless
absolutely necessary. They
should, instead, make use of
the various electronic plat-
forms of fered by the
Consulate without having to
physically visit the office,”
the mission said in the advi-
sory issued on Thursday on
Twitter.

Being the largest expatri-
ate community, it is the
responsibility of all the Indian
nationals residing in the UAE
to str ict ly  comply with
COVID preventive measures
and guidelines issued by the
UAE health authorities from

time to time such
as wearing face
masks at all times,
maintaining social
distancing and
avoid public gath-
erings, it further
said.

Many of the
expatriates there
are labourers and

will now be left with no griev-
ance redressal mechanism
when online mechanisms are
not able to resolve their issues,
a PIO settled in UAE said,
adding why would a person
visit the consulate if all the
issues are settled online.

Another expat who did
not wish to be identified said
it is illogical to restrict the
Indians from visiting the con-
sulate in the name of pre-
venting Covid-19. There are
always means to regulate the
flow of visitors to a place and
instead a home service should
be launched to cater to such
Indians who are under any
kind of distress or an emer-
gency due to lack of consular
access, he further said, adding
the rich and mighty cannot
have exclusive access to the
consulate.

The Indian mission houses
a help centre for distressed
Indians –Pravasi Bharatiya
Sahayata Kendra (PBSK),  that
runs a 24x7 toll free helpline
number 800 46342 of PBSK
there are cases wherein physical
interaction is also required to
resolve the issues, the expats said.

Other online options to
connect to the mission are send-
ing emails at
pbsk.dubai@mea.gov.in or send
messages on a WhatsApp num-
ber +971-54-3090571 besides
using the PBSK Dubai Mobile
Application.
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The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) on

Sunday announced a mass
petition movement from
February 15 to March 31 to
protest against a Central
Council of Indian Medicine
notification that authorises
post-graduate practitioners in
specified streams of ayurveda
to perform general surgical
procedures. The IMA said that
this notification will lead to
“mixopathy” and demanded
its immediate withdrawal.

The IMA had held a pan-
India relay hunger strike from
February 1-14 on the issue.

The “impractical, unsci-
entific and unethical notifica-
tion” should be immediately
withdrawn, it said in a state-

ment, adding that besides the
petition movement, it will also
spread awareness among the
people on the notification.

The IMA also said that it
will submit a list of 1,000
modern medicine doctors
willing to serve in remote
areas of the country to counter
the false claim of lack of doc-
tors.

“All IMA members, all
specialty organisations, all
modern medicine students,
all women doctors across the
country will educate people
about this retrograde and
unscientific mixing of differ-
ent systems of healthcare. All
modern medicine hospitals
will promote the importance
of scientific ethical surgical
expertise,” the doctors’ body
said.

The IMA also announces
non-cooperation movement
“henceforth in which modern
medicines surgeons and anes-
thesiologists shall not cooper-
ate with AYUSH persons
training and performing
surgery”, it said.

The doctors’ body has
been opposing the notification
by Central Council of Indian
Medicine, a statutory body
under the Ministry of AYUSH
(Ayurveda, Yoga and
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha
and Homoeopathy).

The notification authoris-
es post-graduate practitioners
in specified streams of
Ayurveda to be trained to per-
form surgical procedures such
as excisions of benign tumours,
amputation of gangrene, nasal
and cataract surgeries.
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The All  India Muslim
Personal Law Board has

moved the Supreme Court
against a plea seeking laying
down of “gender and religion
neutral” uniform grounds to
award maintenance and
alimony in matrimonial dis-
putes as per international
conventions and Constitution.

The Board has opposed
the plea filed by advocate
and BJP leader Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay which also
seeks directions to the gov-
ernment to take appropriate
steps to remove the 
prevailing anomalies in the
grounds of maintenance and
alimony, and make them uni-
form for all citizens without
discrimination.

“The applicant would like
to submit that the expression

and ‘Custom and Usage’ in
Article 13 of the Constitution
does not include faith of a reli-
gious denomination embed-
ded in personal laws,” the 
All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) plea
said.

“The constituent assembly
was aware of the distinction
between ‘personal law’ and the
‘Custom and Usage’ and chose

advisedly to exclude person-
al law and include Custom
and Usage in Article 13 of the
Constitution,” it said while
seeking impleadment in the
petition filed by Upadhyay.

The AIMPLB 
opposed Upadhyay’s plea on
the basis that personal laws
cannot be tested on the anvil
of Articles 14, 15, 21 and 44 of
the Constitution.
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therefore, had to enter the
Assembly. He could have
requested an MLA to give up
his seat. But instead of doing
that, he chose not to disturb
anyone; there was a Vidhan
Parishad seat vacant which he
used to become an Assembly
member. In 2001, when
Narendra Modi was in a sim-
ilar situation in Gujarat, he
could not do the same. There
being no Vidhan Parishad in
his State, Modi had to get
elected from an Assembly
seat vacated by an MLA.

Having been a member
of the Rajya Sabha, I found
that the level of debates and
discussions was, on the
whole, more sober and
mature than in the Lok
Sabha. Generally, the speak-
ers in the Upper House
ensured that they had stud-
ied and reflected on the sub-
ject they spoke on whereas,
in the Lok Sabha, more
members spoke off the cuff;
most of them had spent time
in their constituencies over
the weekend. Many of them
regularly left Delhi on Friday
afternoons, if not on
Thursday evenings, to return
on Monday mornings. The
Rajya Sabha members could
afford to spend the weekends

in Delhi and read up before
speaking the following week.

The Communist parties
had a commendable system;
most of their Upper House
members spent the weekends
in Delhi. They not only stud-
ied the contemporary sub-
jects but also collected the
Bills coming up for debate
and passed on their notes to
their Lok Sabha colleagues. I
offered to organise a small
secretariat at my cost for all
my party members so that all
of us could be better prepared
for discussions. Being in
power after long and with a
lenient leadership, the gener-
al mood in the party was one
of overconfidence. Little
wonder then that the 2004
general election was lost on
a manifesto which projected
“India shining”. To every
Indian shining, there were
citizens not shining.

In India, our constituen-
cies are large and the voters
are much more varied than,
say, in western countries.
Moreover, our diversity
makes it useful for the
Members of Parliament and
even Assemblies to know
other parts of the country.
The Upper House members
would have the leisure to do

this kind of work during the
weeks when the House does
not sit. The Lower House
members cannot normally
have much leisure; their focus
has to be on their own voters.
If the legislators do not take
their knowledge side seri-
ously, they would yield help-
lessly to the dominance of the
Executive or the Ministers.

It is for the political 
parties to realise and decide
whether they wish to make
serious use of the Upper
House or exploit it for their
convenience. But, truly, 
these chambers can be useful
as knowledge-cum-wisdom
banks for the parties as 
well as for the country. They
can help raise the quality 
of politics.

Getting elected by lakhs
of people is related to popu-
larity or, at least, acceptabil-
ity whereas knowledge
depends on education and
experience. Both are neces-
sary virtues; the Lower House
more for the party while the
Upper House more for the
country in the long run, if
used wisely.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist and an
author. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Sir— The Union Home Ministry’s call for
citizens to become “cyber volunteers” and
identify, flag and report illegal, unlawful and
“anti-national” online content is perhaps the
most brazen and dangerous sign of an
attempt to turn our democratic and free
society into a “surveillance State”. 

Though vigilante activities directed
against individuals, social groups and com-
munities have increased in the past few
years and the Government has ignored and
sometimes even patronised these, it was
not expected of it to move towards setting
up a virtual vigilante force. The pilot pro-
ject is to be implemented in Jammu and
Kashmir and Tripura, and then extended
to other States. This will have dangerous
consequences for citizens, as it  will cur-
tail their rights and will jeopardise free-
dom of  society. It is illegal as it violates
the basic tenets of the Constitution which
guarantee freedom of speech and privacy
to every individual. 

These volunteers will act like secret
police service agents reporting to the
Government and its machinery about any
post or comment which they dislike or disp-
prove of. Where we are moving? It’s really
a matter of great concern. A time will come
when these volunteers will dictate terms to
the common man and will assume the role
of courts. They will pronounce judgments
on social media and will lynch anybody
they feel like without any fear. We are build-
ing a “Taliban” State. 

Shovanlal Chakraborty | Kolkata 
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Sir —In March 2020, international oil
prices were raised due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The Central Government is not
taking immediate steps to reduce taxes on
oil or petroleum.  The retail petrol and
diesel rates are governed by internation-
al prices. India is 85 per cent dependent
on oil imports to meet its needs. Of course,
it is well known that Central and State
taxes account for about 60 per cent of retail
prices. But the Union Budget included
petrol and diesel among those products,

on which a new agricultural structure and
development cess has been imposed. 

Fuel prices are increasing time to time
in Pakistan and Nepal but in India, rela-
tively high rates will trouble the oil con-
sumers or end users. By increasing the
rates of petrol and diesel, the Central and
State Governments will generate more rev-
enue from taxation. But this will only
enrage the common people as the prices
of commodities would increase. The oil
expenditure of a farmer who operates var-
ious agricultural apparatus and machines
like diesel pumps, generators and so on,
will increase but the income will not rise
proportionately. Hence the Centre and the
State Governments should reconsider
relaxing the prices keeping in mind the
interests of marginal farmers and common
oil consumers.

Yugal Kishore Sharma | Faridabad
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Sir —  Parents must stop telling their chil-
dren that the attraction they feel towards

the opposite gender is merely infatuation
and love has nothing to do with it. By
doing so they are suffocating their chil-
dren, demoralising their spirit and also
doubting their sense of judgment. Most of
the parents do it because they think that
in this way they would prevent the young
minds from getting distracted. They are
unaware of the fact that by imposing sanc-
tions and unnecessary high moral princi-
ples on their children, they are actually
making them weak from within. 

Gradually and slowly, such children will
stop discussing their problems with their
parents. The distance between them will
increase which will have adverse conse-
quences for the family. Adolescents who
have reached the age of puberty need to be
convinced that their love is real and that if
they marry for love, then they will have a
great deal of parental support. 

Srinivas Reddy |Hyderabad
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As expressed in this

journal, others have
voiced, from time to
time, doubts about

the utility of the Upper House
of legislature whether in the
States or at the Centre. The
cause of these doubts is the not-
so-infrequent misuse of the
Rajya Sabha as well as the
Vidhan Parishads. As Sanjay
Gandhi’s influence grew in the
1970s, many of his friends
were lifted into the Rajya Sabha.
Fortunately for them, the elec-
tion rule-framers prescribed
the minimum age for such
candidates as 30. Hence, like
the minimum age of 25 years
for the Lok Sabha, anyone who
was over 30 years was eligible
for the Upper House. In many
ways, this was the first reason
of misuse.

The Upper House was
never meant for the young
woman or man to get into.
They, being young and fit,
should cultivate the common
folk, broaden the party base
and, in due course, contest a
Lok Sabha seat. The young
and raw individuals reflected
on the House discipline as well
as the quality of debates and
their contribution to
Parliament. The purpose of
the Upper House, whether at
the Centre or in States, was the
exact opposite: Older, mature
individuals, preferably well
educated who could devote
time to study issues and then
speak on them in an informed
manner. They may or may not
relate to the common folk of a
constituency, nor perhaps may
the mass voters relate to such
members.

The Upper House should
be used to accommodate lead-
ers who made competent
Ministers and had to get elect-
ed within six months of their
appointment by the Prime
Minister or a Chief Minister. 

One recent example is that
of Yogi Adityanath. He was in
the Lok Sabha when the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections
were held in 2017 and he had
not contested from any con-
stituency. Yet he was selected to
be the Chief Minister and,
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Among the many challenges that need
urgent attention, more so after the COVID-
19 pandemic invaded our lives, is housing.

This vital segment needs a scientific and creative
intervention to make it a sustainable proposition.
Lack of proper housing is one of the reasons, apart
from loss of jobs, that led to the mass migration
of labourers from cities to the villages, during the
initial days of the countrywide lockdown. Hence,
expanding access to affordable housing is essen-
tial not just for equitable development but also
for social stability.

Looking at the gravity of the issue, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget
speech announced the extension of the tax hol-
iday on affordable housing projects for one more
year. The Government has done this to ensure
affordable housing for migrant workers. The
affordable rental housing projects are part of the
‘Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban).’

While we continue to record improvement in
dealing with poverty, homelessness has elicited
a poor response from our policymakers.
Consequently, slums constitute 17 per cent of
urban households in India and in Mumbai they
make up 42 per cent of the households. These
slum clusters lack necessary amenities like private
toilets and potable water. A high population den-
sity and a weak public healthcare system mean
more susceptibility to COVID-19 and other dis-
eases and epidemics. Necessary precautions like
social distancing to stay safe of the Coronavirus
cannot be practised under such deplorable living
conditions that prevail in slums and jhuggi jho-
pri clusters. 

Human health and well-being depends on a
range of interconnected social, economic and
physical factors that impact the environment in
which we live and sustain ourselves. The key to
good housing is to ensure that residents have
access to transportation, affordable healthcare,
jobs, education as well as other essential services.
A decent habitat and shelter can contribute in not
just individual or societal well-being but also have
the potential to catalyse overall economic growth.
It is, thus, critical to recognise housing investment
as a basic, fundamental building block of econom-
ic activity. 

Housing is not a standalone issue and is close-
ly intertwined with other factors and lack of sus-
tainable housing is often the cause of a slew of
health and developmental problems. Poor ven-
tilation and the inability to maintain basic
hygiene are major causes of poor health. Fragile
building structures undermine safety and increase
vulnerability to disaster. Lack of lighting and space
limits the ability of children to study. Inadequate
privacy and lack of sanitation contribute to a host
of diseases, hence perpetuating poverty.

For many people in the developing world, the
land on which they live is their only asset. If that
property is not recognised as legally theirs, they
lose out on several social benefits. Land owner-
ship is often the bedrock of other development
interventions. Owning land boosts nutrition, edu-
cational outcomes and gender equality. The con-
verse is equally true. Where land security is absent
or weak —when men and women do not have
recognised legal rights to their land and can thus
be easily displaced — all other development efforts

go in vain and conflict arises.
Many who live in slums have

little or no control over the owner-
ship of the property they live upon.
The lack of official land titles is a
major impediment to the acquisi-
tion of housing finance. People do
not have documentary proof of
being owners of the land on which
they live and are, therefore, legally
insecure. 

Many low-income villagers
have owned their land for genera-
tions but lack formal ownership
documents. Hence, they do not
have access to formal financial
services. Once their inhabited land
gets formally titled, they could
obtain access to several public ben-
efits, including loans.

Traditional housing finance
has not been able to offer much help
to people in the low-income group.
But a range of financial institutions
are applying good microfinance
practices, thus promoting housing.
The increased provision of housing
microfinance has resulted in safe
and healthy housing conditions for
millions. Successful housing micro-
finance providers have married
the core principles of micro-cred-
it — peer-based borrower selection
and repayment enforcement, close
follow-up on repayment and so on
— with the technical expertise
required to investigate land owner-
ship and other classical housing
finance principles. 

This model has been highly
successful wherever Governments
are offering long-term tenancies

and shared-ownership housing.
But the sector is still in need of more
sustainable business models to get
legitimacy in mainstream finance.

Housing micro-finance can
include a range of financial services
that support improving or upgrad-
ing housing such as home repair
and expansions, additional cooking
space, water and sanitation services,
energy efficiency upgrades, the
purchase of inhabitable land or per-
manent structures and the con-
struction of new housing.

The demand for housing
micro-finance is high. The clients
are already channelising a good
portion of micro-enterprise loans
for home improvement; micro-
entrepreneurs also use their homes
as productive assets for generating
income. A home can be a place to
store inventory, produce goods
and run a business. A home is also
a personal asset that usually appre-
ciates in value over time. Home
improvement, thus, not only
enhances living conditions but is
also an investment.

The Government also needs to
use creative approaches for making
rental housing a safe option for
house owners. Its share in overall
housing has been steadily declining.
There is clearly a need to replace the
current rent control laws with
modern tenancy laws, so as to give
full freedom to tenants and owners
to negotiate the rent and the length
of the lease. 

Rules with respect to eviction
also need to be reformed to restore

the balance between the rights of
tenants and the owners.

We need a differently struc-
tured and more professional mar-
ket rental sector. A model Rent Act
is needed to promote rental hous-
ing. There should be mutual agree-
ment between the landlord and the
tenant for a stipulated lease period
prior to which the tenant can’t be
evicted and after the expiry of the
lease period, the tenant will not be
permitted to continue in the hous-
ing unit. 

However, rent control laws give
tenants so much security that land-
lords worry that they may not
regain possession of their proper-
ty at the end of the lease period.
People often leave their properties
vacant until they get a tenant they
are comfortable with. 

It is time the Government puts
rental housing to use. Its share in
overall housing has been steadily
declining. There is a need for
replacing current rent control laws
with a modern tenancy law, which
would give full freedom to tenants
and owners to negotiate the rent
and the length of the lease. 

Policymakers, financial institu-
tions and housing experts also
need to evaluate their current poli-
cies, cultures and ways of working.
With a thoughtful approach, they
can be better prepared to tackle this
humongous problem. The
Government will have to change
course and shift away from the lega-
cy mindset before the problem gets
out of hand.
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It seemed innocent enough
at the start: Just a surge in
the number of boys com-

ing to school with notes from
doctors saying they were
excused from playing contact
sports. But pretty soon high
schools all over China were
having trouble finding
enough willing young men to
make up a football team. It
was around the same time
that attendance at the com-
pulsory classes in Marxist-
Leninist-Xi-Jinping-Thought
crashed. Even when boys
started talking about their
feelings and trying to look
like K-Pop stars, people tried
to laugh it all off and dubbed
them “little fresh meats.” But
some far-sighted people
understood that the nation’s
soul was at stake here.

As early as last June, Si
Zefu, member of the Standing
Committee of the 13th
Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference’s
National Committee and
chairman of Harbin Electric
Corporation, was warning
that many of China’s young
males had become “weak,
timid and self-abasing.” From
not playing football to not
wanting to be an “army hero”
is a short, slippery slope. 

This “feminisation”, Si
harrumphed, “would
inevitably endanger the sur-
vival and development of the
Chinese nation unless effec-
tively managed.” And even as
he spoke, limp-wristed young
men with flowers in their hair
were spotted lolling about in
the street outside.

Just as Oscar Wilde her-
alded the fall of the British
empire and hippie “peace
and love” caused the US to
lose the Vietnam War and
start its long decline, so too,
young Chinese men wearing
make-up....Stop! Are you sure

that the Party wants you to go
down this particular rhetor-
ical road?

Well, okay, maybe not
exactly those examples. But
what would the veterans of
the Long March say about
these effeminate young girly-
men? You can’t turn them
into proper soldiers. China
will be easy meat for the first
manly country that comes
along. Harrumph!

China has a very big
bureaucracy, so it takes a
while for an issue to come to
the top of the pile but by early
this year it had arrived. It’s not
clear if President-for-Life Xi
Jinping took a personal inter-
est in the issue but his enthu-
siasm for football as a symbol
of national strength and man-
liness is well-known, so the
policy-makers knew they
were on a safe track.

The Education Ministry
took the lead, with the pub-

lication of a policy docu-
ment last week entitled,
‘Proposal to Prevent the
Feminisation of Male
Adolescents’. No, really, I swear
I’m not making this up.
Check it out online.

The document claims
that China needs to hire
more male teachers to serve
as role models (at present four
out of five teachers in urban

areas are women) and “vigor-
ously develop” sports like
football to “cultivate the stu-
dents’ masculinity.” 

The official Chinese news
agency Xinhua instantly took
up the cause, condemning
“androgynous” young men as
“slender but weak as wil-
lows,” and there was a suspi-
ciously instant chorus of sup-
port on social media for the
notion that traditional forms
of masculinity are the foun-
dation of national military
strength.

It probably sounds fresh
to an adult generation of
Chinese who don’t even know
their own country’s real his-
tory. To people elsewhere, it
sounds like a bunch of early
20th Century Englishmen in
wing collars declaring that
“the battle of Waterloo was
won on the playing fields of
Eton.” (No, it wasn’t. It was
won when Blücher’s Prussian

army joined the battle in the
afternoon after a forced
march.)

It sounds like a bunch of
late imperial claptrap, because
that’s what it is. Playing foot-
ball sometimes makes you
better at playing football. It
does not make you better at
dominating foreigners or
fighting wars — and why do
you want to do that anyway?
It’s, therefore, pleasing to
report that the response in
Chinese official and social
media was far from unani-
mously enthusiastic. 

“Is feminisation now a
derogatory term?” one Weibo
user asked and received over
200,000 likes, and the People’s
Daily, no less, published an
opinion piece arguing that
diversity and tolerance should
be encouraged among femi-
nine and masculine men
alike.

There is probably no

country on Earth where the
generational divergence of
opinions, especially among
the male half, is greater than
it is in China. From an almost
entirely hierarchical society as
late as the 1980s
(Confucianism reinforced by
the ‘democratic centralism’ of
Communism) to a younger
generation that is egalitarian
and gender-fluid (at least in
the big cities) is one hell of a
leap.

It will eventually be
resolved, as these things usu-
ally are, by the magic of gen-
erational turnover. The young
will outlive the old and
become the majority. And
here is the authentic voice of
the young, summed up in a
single tweet: “There are 70
million more men than
women in this country. No
country in the world has
such a deformed sex ratio.
Isn’t that masculine enough?”
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Gwynne Dyer’s new book
is ‘Growing Pains: The

Future of Democracy and
Work.’ The 

views expressed 
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New Delhi: GST officers will immediately sus-
pend registration of taxpayers whose sales
return or GSTR-1 forms show "significant dif-
ferences or anomalies" from the return filed by
their suppliers, a move aimed at curbing tax eva-
sion and safeguarding revenues.

The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) has issued a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) for suspension of
registration of a person on observance of such
discrepancies /anomalies which indicate viola-
tion of the GST Act.

As per the SOP, the registration of specified
taxpayers shall be suspended and system gen-
erated intimation for suspension and notice for
cancellation of registration in form GST REG-
31, containing the reasons of suspension, shall
be sent to such taxpayers on their registered e-
mail address.

The registration would be suspended in
cases where a comparison of the returns fur-
nished by a registered person with the details
of outward supplies furnished in form GSTR-
1, or the details of inward supplies derived based
on the details of outward supplies furnished by
his suppliers in their GSTR-1, show 'significant

differences or anomalies', indicating contra-
vention of the provisions of the GST Act.

"Till the time functionality for FORM REG-
31 is made available on portal, such notice/inti-
mation shall be made available to the taxpayer
on their dashboard on the common portal in
Form GST REG-17.

"The taxpayers will be able to view the notice
in the 'View/Notice and Order' tab post login,"
the SOP said.

Goods and Services Tax (GST) officers have
already intensified their drive against fake
invoicing and this has also contributed to
increase in tax collections in the past couple of
months.

GST collections have crossed the Rs 1 lakh
crore mark for four consecutive months and
surged to an all-time high of about Rs 1.20 lakh
crore in January.

The SOP further said the taxpayers whose
registrations are suspended would be required
to furnish reply to the jurisdictional tax officer
within 30 days from the receipt of such notice
/ intimation, explaining the discrepancies /
anomalies and the reasons as to why their reg-
istration should not be cancelled. PTI
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New Delhi: Insurance sector reg-
ulator Irdai has asked insurers to
issue digital policies to their
policyholders and also tell them
how to use these documents.

The regulator has reasoned
that the step will not only
bring down the cost but also
help speed up claim settle-
ment process.

In its circular issued to all
insurers excluding GIC Re,
Lloyd's (India) and FRBs (foreign
re-insurance branches), Irdai
said that Digilocker will drive
reduction in costs, elimination of
customer complaints relating to
non-delivery of policy copy,
improved turnaround time of
insurance services, faster claims
processing and settlement,
reduction in disputes, reduction
in fraud and improvement in
customer contactability. 

On the whole it is expect-
ed that it will lead to better cus-
tomer experience, said the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (Irdai).

In order to promote the
adoption of Digilocker in the

insurance sector, the Authority
advises all insurers to enable
their IT systems to interact with
Digilocker facility to enable
policyholders to use Digilocker
for preserving all their policy
documents.

The insurers should inform
their retail policyholders about
Digilocker and how to use it.
Insurers are also advised to
enable the process by which the
policyholders can place their
policies in the digilocker, said
the regulator.

As per the circular, the
Digilocker team in NeGD
(National e-Governance
Division) under Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology will provide nec-
essary technical guidance and
logistic support to facilitate
adoption of Digilocker. 

Digilocker is an initiative
under the Digital India pro-
gramme by the government
where citizens can get authen-
tic documents/ certificate in
digital format from original
issuers of these certificates. 

It aims at eliminating or

minimising the use of physical
documents and will enhance
effectiveness of service delivery,
making these hassle free and
friendly for the citizens.

Notably, the decision of
Irdai has came against the
backdrop of a letter written by
Sanjay Dhotre, Minister of
State for Electronics & IT,
Communications and Human
Resource Development, to
Anurag Singh Thakur, Minister
of State for Finance and
Corporate Affairs with regards
to issuance of digital insurance
policies to citizen's DigiLocker
accounts. 

In the letter, Dhotre had
requested Thakur to advise
Irdai to issue an advisory to all
insurance companies to make
available the digital insurance
policy of all policy holders via
their Digilocker account and
acceptance of Digilocker issued
documents as valid documents. 

"This will provide an alter-
nate channel to access and
manage all their insurance
policies in a safe and authentic
manner. PTI
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Aurangabad: The rate of
petrol with additives has
crossed the Rs 100 mark for a
litre in Maharashtra's Parbhani
district on Sunday morning, an
office bearer of a petrol dealers'
association said.

After a 28 paise rise on
Sunday morning, the per-litre
rate of petrol with additives for
retail sale crossed Rs 100.

Parbhani District Petrol
Dealers' Association President
Amol Bhedsurkar told PTI,
"The rates of petrol with addi-
tives in Parbhani has reached to
100.16 rupees for one litre. The

cost of unleaded petrol is 97.38
here." The cost of petrol in
Parbhani is one of the costliest
in Maharashtra. The cost is
higher due to longer distance of
transportation.

Fuel in Parbhani comes
from Manmad in the Nashik
district, which is at a distance
of 340 km. "We need Rs 3,000
extra for every tanker if prices
go up by 10 paise. Hence, the
investment in buying fuel has
also gone up," Bhedsurkar said.

The transportation cost for
fuel stands at nearly 21 paise a
litre now, he added. PTI
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New Delhi: Doing away with
restrictive conditions for use of
steel in highways construc-
tion, the government on
Sunday announced that all
kinds of steel will be allowed for
highways  provided these meet
the quality parameters.

Earlier, the contract pro-
visions required use of steel
produced by primary/integrat-
ed steel producers only. The
move is aimed at ensuring cost
reduction in highways con-
struction using steel.

"The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways has
issued orders that all steel -
whether produced from ore,
billets, pellets or melting of
scrap - would be allowed to be
used for National Highway
construction, as long as it
meets the standards required
for specific grades of steel," the
Ministry said in a statement. 

The steel proposed to be
used would be tested in NABL-
accredited laboratories as a
third party check before

approval.  The move is based
on the analysis and discussions
with stakeholders and also
technical opinion.

In view of the increase in
steel prices, which can impact
the cost of building national
highways, Road Transport &
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari had suggested the
need to re-look at all conditions
which could be restrictive,
without impacting the quality
of material used for highway
construction.

With this step, the suppli-
er base for steel used in the
construction of national high-
ways would increase, leading to
more competition and better
price discovery by the markets,
the statement said. 

This is also part of the con-
tinuous effort by the 
Minister 

to reduce costs through use
of new technology, reducing
restrictions on suppliers and
making the procurement sys-
tem transparent, it added. PTI
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New Delhi: Taking a leaf out of
Reliance Industries Ltd's play-
book, state-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) is forming a new sub-
sidiary for gas business that
could be used to bid and buy gas
from the firm's own fields.

The board of ONGC at its
meeting on February 13
approved creation of a new
wholly-owned subsidiary com-
pany for gas and liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) business value
chain subject to necessary
approvals, according to the
firm's third quarter earnings
announcement.

"The company is being
formed with the objective of
sourcing, marketing and trading
of natural gas, LNG business,
Hydrogen enriched CNG
(HCNG), gas to power business,
bio-energy/ bio-gas/ bio
methane/ other biofuels busi-
ness, etc," it said.

ONGC may use the new
subsidiary to buy any new gas

that the firm produces from
fields such as KG-D5 in the
Krishna Godavari basin, people
with direct knowledge of the
matter said.

The government had in
October 2020 allowed affiliates
of gas producers to buy the fuel
in open auction.

This policy change allowed
Reliance to buy two-thirds out
of the additional 7.5 million
standard cubic metres per day of
gas it along with partner BP plc
of UK plans to produce this year
from the new fields in KG-D6
block.

"ONGC too can look at this
option now. The new subsidiary
can participate in any auction
that ONGC will do for incre-
mental gas from KG-D5 block,"
a source said.

Besides ensuring competi-
tion and fair price discovery, the
ONGC subsidiary can then sell
the gas so sourced to firms such
as Mangalore Refinery and
Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) at
a margin.

This would help ONGC
earn better margins on the gas
produced.

"Right now gas is a loss-
making business for ONGC.

The government controls gas
price which is less than cost of
production," the source said.
The government has fixed a
price of USD 1.79 per million
British thermal unit for ONGC's
fields. This is half of the cost of
production.

It allows a higher rate of
USD 4.06 per mmBtu for diffi-
cult fields such as deepsea fields
(KG-D6 and KG-D6) but even
that is less than the cost of pro-
duction from highly capital
intensive projects.

The current regulation
means even if Reliance discov-
ered a price equivalent of USD
6-7 per mmBtu for the 7.5
mmscmd of new gas from KG-
D6, it would get only USD 4.06
till March 31.

The same would apply for
ONGC. It might discover a rate
higher for the 15 mmscmd
incremental gas planned from
KG-D5 block but it can get only
USD 4.06 as per current price.

"So, essentially the ONGC's
gas subsidiary can bid and buy
KG-D5 gas. It will pay ONGC
USD 4.06 per mmBtu but can
sell to MRPL or any other cus-
tomer at a price higher than that,
ensuring that the gas business

becomes a viable proposition,"
the source said.

The government has given
operators the freedom to dis-
cover market prices but this rate
is subject to a pricing ceiling or
cap that the government notifies
every six months. The cap for six
months to March 31, 2021 is
USD 4.06 per mmBtu.

In the February 5 auction,
Reliance O2C Limited, an affil-
iate of Reliance Industries Ltd,
picked up 4.8 mmscmd out of
the 7.5 mmscmd gas auctioned.

State gas utility GAIL
(India) Ltd won 0.85 mmscmd
of supplies while Shell picked up
0.7 mmscmd.

Adani Total Gas Ltd got 0.1
mmscmd, Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) 0.2
mmscmd and Torrest Gas 0.02
mmscmd.  Other buyers includ-
ed IRM Energy (0.1 mmscmd),
PIL (0.35 mmscmd) and IGS
(0.35 mmscmd), they said.

Sources said the gas was
bought at a price of USD 0.18
per million British thermal unit
discount to JKM (Japan/Korea
liquefied natural gas import
price), that is price of JKM
(minus) USD 0.18 with tenures
ranging from 3 to 5 years. PTI

New Delhi: Increasing com-
modity prices, specially those
of rhodium and palladium,
which are used in catalysers to
meet strict emission norms, are
putting cost pressure on auto-
mobile makers, according to a
senior official of Maruti Suzuki
India.

The company, which had
hiked prices of its vehicles in
January, however is not plan-
ning to pass on the burden to
consumers in the near future
although it is keeping a close
eye on its cost structure.

With the supply of semi-
conductors becoming a chal-
lenge for the automotive indus-
try, Maruti Suzuki is also
watching the situation closely
although it will have normal
supply this month.

"In commodities, prices
have gone up dramatically this
year, especially that of steel, and
rhodium and palladium, which
are used in catalysers of BS-VI
vehicles.

"Demand across the world
has gone up but its mining hap-
pens only in Russia and South
Africa. There, the mining was
much lesser because of the
pandemic," Maruti Suzuki
India Executive Director
(Marketing & Sales) Shashank
Srivastava told PTI.

Supply was less and glob-
al demand is very high because
all Euro VI, BS-VI and China
VI vehicles require catalysers,
he said adding, "so, the demand
has gone up, whereas supply is
constant and 80 per cent of
demand for rhodium and pal-
ladium comes from the auto
industry."

When asked if the issue is
as critical as that of semicon-
ductor, he said, "for rhodium
and palladium, supply is not an
issue but price is a problem but
in semiconductor supply is a
problem."

Commenting on Maruti
Suzuki's position with regards
to semiconductor supplies,

Srivastava said, "right now for
semiconductors we don't have
an issue. January was normal
for us. February seems to be
normal but there is a major
semiconductor shortage in the
auto industry. So, we are watch-
ing the situation very careful-
ly. Right now we are not affect-
ed."

On whether the company
plans to pass on the burden of
increased rhodium and palla-
dium prices to consumers,
Srivastava replied in the nega-
tive stating the company had
hiked vehicle prices in January
because of increase in com-
modity prices.

"In fact all OEMs have
increased prices largely because
of the increase in commodity
prices. We keep watching the
cost structure, how the costs are
evolving and take decisions
accordingly. 

Now we have to draw a fine
line. We have to take care of the
demand. PTI

New Delhi: The National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) has asked
Devas Employees Mauritius to
approach NCLT to raise its
objection over the court's deci-
sion to admit  a petition by
Antrix Corporation seeking
winding up of Devas
Multimedia.

While disposing of its plea,
the Chennai bench of the
NCLAT has directed Devas
Employees Mauritius to file an
interlocutory application and
be a party in the ongoing mat-
ter at the NCLT.

On January 19, the
Bengaluru bench of the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) had admitted
the petition by Antrix
Corporation, the commercial
arm of Indian Space Research
Organisation, for winding up
Devas Multimedia and has
appointed a provisional liq-
uidator for the company.

It had also directed the pro-
visional liquidator to take con-
trol of the management, prop-
erties and actionable claims of
Devas Multimedia.

The NCLT order was chal-
lenged before the NCLAT by
Devas Employees Mauritius,
which holds 3.48 per cent of
issued equity share of Devas
Multimedia.

Devas Employees
Mauritius has submitted that
being a shareholder of Devas
Multimedia, being its con-
stituent Board Member and
owner and hence it has a say in
the manner in which the com-
pany, its affairs, management
etc are carried out.

According to the petition-
er, the NCLT order of January
19, affects its right to participate
in the affairs' and manage-
ment of Devas 
Multimedia.

However, the NCLAT
observed: "It is relevantly point-

ed out that just because an
'Order of Admission' is passed
at the initial stage, the
Appellant's interest is not like-
ly to be affected or prejudicial
because latent and patent rea-
son that still it may get an
opportunity to be heard when
its Petition is Allowed."

The NCLAT Chennai
bench, which consisted
Member (Judicial) Justice
Venugopal M and Member
(Technical) Balvinder Singh
directed it to file an application
before NCLT, to be a party into
the main matter.

"….Deems it fit and prop-
er in 'Directing' the 'Appellant'
to file necessary 'Interlocutory
Application' before the
'Tribunal' (NCLT) seeking per-
mission to implead itself in the
main pending Company
Petition setting out necessary
facts/reasons for the same,"
said NCLAT in its order passed
on February 11. PTI

New Delhi: Markets regulator Sebi is in the process of setting
up a cybersecurity fusion centre, a move aimed at detecting cyber
threats faster and resolve such incidents efficiently and effectively.

In its annual report for 2019-20, Sebi noted that cyber attacks
and threats attempt to compromise the confidentiality, integri-
ty and availability of the computer systems, networks and data-
bases in the markets ecosystem.

Establishing a cybersecurity fusion centre or a cyber lab is
part of Sebi's three-tier structure for monitoring cybersecurity-
related events in the securities markets and taking actions as
deemed necessary in the interest of protection of the securities
market.The three-tier structure would strengthen the cyberse-
curity preparedness or resilience of the entire securities market
ecosystem.Under the tier-1, high-powered steering committee
on cybersecurity chaired by a whole-time member of Sebi has
been set up and a cybersecurity fusion centre would be estab-
lished under the tier-2, the regulator said.

In the tier-3, division of technology and cybersecurity on Sebi
would coordinate with the steering committee, cyber security
lab security and operations centres at the respective market infra-
structure institutions (MIIs). PTI
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Kattankulathur: SRM Institute
of Science and Technology,
Kattankulathur has signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Tamil Nadu Veterinary and
Animal Sciences University
(TANUVAS). The signing was
between the Department of
Food Process Engineering,
School of Bioengineering,
SRMIST and College of Food
and Dairy Technology,
Koduvalli, TANUVAS. 

As per the MoU, both insti-
tutes will have a broad scope to
carry out faculty and student
exchange programme to carry
out training and research activ-
ities for a shorter duration. The
area will be extended to joint
research activities to explore
opportunities to undertake
research projects and seek
research funding from external
funding agencies. This agree-
ment will also facilitate to con-

duct joint academic events
such as short courses, seminars,
workshops, or conferences
based on mutual interests and
available expertise in both the
institutions. Both institutes can
share and carry out joint
research in technology for dis-
tance and computer-based
learning.

The MoU was exchanged
between Dr. C. Balachandran,
Vice Chancellor, TANUVAS
and Dr. C. Muthamizhchelvan
, Pro Vice Chancellor (E&T),
SRMIST in the presence of
TANUVAS officials Dr.
P.Tensingh Gnanaraj, Registrar;
Dr. Cecilia Joseph,  Director
Research; Dr. V. Appa Rao,
Dean Research and Dr.
Premnath Manoharan, profes-
sor & HoD Food Processor
Engineering. SRMIST officials
Dr. S. Ponnusamy, Registrar;
Dr. T.V. Gopal, Dean College of
Engineering and Technology; Dr. M. Vairamani, Chairperson, School of Bioengineering, and heads of

the departments and faculty
members.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony Dr. C. Balachandran,
Vice Chancellor, TANUVAS
said, "The outcome of this
MoU may bring new innovative
ideas and solutions for the
growing demand and recurring
issues of the Food Processing
and Health sector in India.
Both the universities can now
share knowledge, technology,
and faculty exchange program.
We need engineers when it
comes to technology hence the
scope is more in this sector."

Dr. C. Muthamizhchelvan,
Pro Vice Chancellor (E&T),
SRMIST said, "Gone are the
days when we worked as indi-
viduals, now it is important that
we work with other with insti-
tutes/ universities. Such col-
laborations open up new
avenues and will benefit both
parties."
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New Delhi (PTI): Protesting
against rising diesel prices and
excessive taxation among other
issues, transporters’ apex body
AIMTC on Sunday said it
would suspend transport oper-
ations if the government fails to
address their issues.

The All India Motor
Transport Congress (AIMTC)
claims representing about 95
lakh truckers and about 50 lakh
bus and tourist operators.

“Rising diesel prices, exces-
sive taxation, issues related to
e-way bill... present state of
scrapping policy...rationalisa-
tion of presumptive tax were
the key issues discussed and
deliberated upon” by governing
council of AIMTC, the trans-
porters' umbrella body said in
a statement.

The AIMTC’s national
leadership has decided to issue

a 14-day notice to the govern-
ment for starting the process
towards resolution of the
demands. 

The demands include
immediate reduction of diesel
prices and uniformity in it, res-
olution of issues related to e-
way bill and GST, and discus-
sion on scrapping policy with
transport fraternity before its
roll-out.

“It is decided that if the
government fails to address and
/or start the process to resolve
the above demands of the
industry in a positive way,
then another governing coun-
cil meeting will be convened,”
the statement said.

It added that they will be
compelled to surrender their
vehicles and declare nationwide
suspension of transport oper-
ations.
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Kochi (PTI): Facing flak from
opposition parties over rising
fuel prices, Oil Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Saturday blamed the artificial
price mechanism created by
the Oil producing nations for
spiralling retail prices of petrol
and diesel which have touched
an all time high.

Noting that India meets
80 per cent of its fuel require-
ment from oil producing
nations, the minister said,
“we are facing challenges on
the price” as the crude oil
price was again on a rising
trend.

Pradhan, who is here to
attend the inauguration of
the Petrochemical Park at
BPCL Kochi Refinery by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday, said there
was a total collapse in demand
for petroleum across the world
due to the COVID-19 lock-
down and petroleum produc-
ers had to reduce production.

“Now the economy has
revived and India has returned
almost to the pre-COVID
position. However, the oil
producers have not increased
production.”

“I am sorry to say oil rich
countries are not looking into
the interest of consuming
countries. They created an
artificial price mechanism.
This is pinching the consum-
ing countries,” Pradhan told
reporters in response to a
query on rising fuel prices in
the country.

The minister, however,
said recently some initial pos-
itive things have been indi-
cated by the oil producing

countries.
The minister also said the

situation arising out of the
COVID-19 crisis contributed
to the oil price hike.

He cited the government’s
increased spending in welfare
and developmental  pro-
grammes to justify the
increase in the petroleum
products.

“Some components of the
petroleum price are coming
from the tax regime. We are
passing through an unusual
phase due to the Covid pan-
demic.”

“The spending of the
Union and state governments
have gone up.There is a 34 per
cent increase in capital expen-
diture in the budget. But we
have to carry forward our
economy and we need
resources,” he said.

His statement came a day
after the Congress said it was
planning a nationwide protest
against increasing fuel prices.

The opposition party has
attacked the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre over the
soaring prices of diesel and
petrol and alleged that it was
not willing to lower the excise
duty on diesel and petrol to
ease the burden on the people.

Pradhan also justified the
decision to implement a Rs
6000 crore project at BPCL
Kochi refinery ahead of dis-
investment, saying the project
will facilitate production of
niche petrochemicals which
are predominantly being
imported in the country.

He said this will create
new industries and new job
opportunities in Kerala.
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Donald Trump has told mil-
lions of his supporters that

he is ready for yet another
phase of active public life after
the US Senate acquitted him in
his second impeachment trial.

Following four days of the
impeachment trial, the 100-
member Senate voted to
impeach the former US presi-
dent by 57-43 votes, 10 votes
short of the two-thirds major-
ity needed for conviction.

Trump, a Republican, is the
first-ever president to have
been impeached twice and the
first president to have faced
impeachment after leaving
office. 

Trump, 74, faced the
charge of incitement of insur-
rection over the deadly January
6 assault of the US Capitol by
his supporters.

“Our historic, patriotic and
beautiful movement to Make
America Great Again has only
just begun. In the months
ahead I have much to share
with you, and I look forward to

continuing our incredible jour-
ney together to achieve
American greatness for all of
our people. There has never
been anything like it!” Trump
said in a statement.

“We have so much work
ahead of us, and soon we will

emerge with a vision for a
bright, radiant, and limitless
American future,” Trump, who
received 74 million votes in the
November 3 presidential elec-
tion, higher than that of any
president before him.

While Trump has

remained quiet on his post-
presidency life, speculation has
been rife that he might run for
the presidency in 2024 or
encourage someone from his
family to fight out a battle for
the White House. 

There is also some talk that

the former president might
part ways with the Republican
Party to form his own party.
However, there has 
been no statement on this
from Trump.

“Our cherished
Constitutional Republic was
founded on the impartial rule
of law, the indispensable safe-
guard for our liberties, our
rights and our freedoms,”
Trump said. 

After the end of his term
on January 20, Trump flew to
his resort in Palm Beach
Florida, where he has been
staying since then.

Trump has been banned
from almost all the major social
media platforms including
Twitter and Facebook.

Meanwhile, several
Republican leaders slammed
the party’s Senators who voted
against Trump.

The seven Senators are
Richard Burr, Bill Cassidy,
Susan Collins, Lisa Murkowski,
Mitt Romney, Ben Sasse and
Pat Toomey.

“The Louisiana GOP

immediately censured Sen. Bill
Cassidy, while state party offi-
cials in North Carolina and
Pennsylvania issued sharp
statements expressing disap-
pointment over the votes cast
Saturday by Sens. Richard Burr
and Pat Toomey,” Politico
reported. 

“The moves are the latest in
a series of censures and disci-
plinary actions doled out to
lawmakers deemed to be crit-
ical of the former president in
the wake of the Capitol riot,” it
added.

Republican Senator John
Cornyn said that he had con-
cerns about this snap impeach-
ment from the start. 

“The arguments of the
House Impeachment Managers
that the Constitution permits
the impeachment of a private
citizen, the free speech protec-
tions of the First Amendment
don’t apply, the due process
clause of the Fifth Amendment
is optional, and that the trial
may include a presiding officer
who also serves as a juror all
were a bridge too far,” he said.
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Two Indian-origin experts in
public service have been

appointed by the Biden admin-
istration to key positions at
AmeriCorps, the federal
agency for volunteering and
service.

Sonali Nijhawan has been
named Director of
AmeriCorps State and
National, and Sri Preston
Kulkarni, 42, was appointed the
new Chief of External Affairs.

Though having run for
Congress twice unsuccessfully
in Texas, Kulkarni was certain-
ly noticed by the leadership in
Washington.

Kulkarni’s appointment,
along with Nijhawan and Dan
Kohl, reflects “the Biden
administration’s commitment
to diverse leadership,” accord-
ing to the release by
AmeriCorps.

In their roles, these leaders
will use service to support the
administration’s agenda, focus-
ing on four of the most urgent
challenges of our time: Covid-
19, economic recovery, racial
equity, and climate change, the
AmeriCorps said.

Kulkarni lost his race for
the Texas District 22 seat in the
US House of Representatives to
former Fort Bend County
Sheriff Troy Nehls in
November as the Democratic
nominee in a deeply
Republican district.

Kulkarni brings a variety of
experience in service and pub-
lic affairs to AmeriCorps,
including 14 years as a foreign
service officer with the State
Department where he spe-
cialised in public diplomacy
and worked in public affairs
and international information
programmes, completing tours
in Taiwan, Russia, Iraq, Israel,
Jamaica and Washington, the
statement said.

Nijhawan has committed
her career to developing lead-
ers and growing national ser-
vice. Most recently, she devel-
oped and served as the execu-
tive director of Stockton Service
Corps, a six-year, USD 12 mil-
lion initiative to address local
needs through AmeriCorps.

Her professional back-

ground also includes extensive
experience in education,
AmeriCorps said in a press
release.

Inspired by the students,
families, and AmeriCorps
community she met, she went
on to help found City Year
Sacramento and launch the
organisation’s 22nd site with 50
new AmeriCorps members.

Nijhawan also served as the
California director of
Education Pioneers where she
recruited, placed, and support-
ed managers in urban school
systems and education non-
profits, empowering people to
challenge the status quo of our
public education system.

She earned a bachelor’s in
education and psychology from
Marquette University and a
master’s in social work from the
University of Maryland,
Baltimore.
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Vast numbers of people all
over Myanmar flouted

orders against demonstrations
and marched again on Sunday
to protest the military takeover
that ousted the elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi.

Large demonstrations were
held in the major cities of
Yangon, Mandalay and the
capital, Naypyitaw, as well as in
far-flung areas dominated by
ethnic minorities.

Resistance also took place
in cyberspace, as a group call-
ing itself BrotherHood of
Myanmar Hackers defaced the
government’s Myanmar Digital
News website, replacing con-
tent on its home page with
words and pictures against the
military takeover.

Protesters in Yangon again
rallied outside the Chinese and
U.S. Embassies. They accuse

Beijing of propping up the
military regime and applaud
Washington’s actions sanction-

ing the military.
“The civil disobedience

movement and demonstrations

show that the people of
Myanmar want democracy. We
stand with them,” said a state-
ment Saturday on the U.S.
Embassy’s Twitter account.

Other protesters carried
signs urging people to boycott
businesses linked to the mili-
tary.

Sunday’s activism took
place after the ruling junta
issued a new order suspending
several basic civil liberties.

The order, issued late
Saturday and published Sunday
in state newspapers, suspends
provisions in an existing law on
security and privacy protection,
allowing the authorities to
carry out searches and make
arrests without court warrants.

It also allows the intercep-
tion of electronic and other
communications without a
warrant and permits the deten-
tion of detainees for more than
24 hours without court permis-

sion. Civil servants have been
very active in the protests, and
social media postings on
Sunday indicated that state
railway workers have joined
them, with some unconfirmed
claims that they have gone on
strike.

The military seized power
on February 1, detaining Suu
Kyi and members of her gov-
ernment and preventing
recently elected lawmakers
from opening a new session of
Parliament.

The junta, led by Senior
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, said it
was forced to step in because
the government failed to prop-
erly investigate allegations of
fraud in last year’s election,
which Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy party
won in a landslide. The state
election commission refuted
that contention, saying there is
no evidence to support it.
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The DGP said that in another major
success one more chief commander of
another terror outfit TRF being run by
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, Zahoor Rather alias
Sahil and Khalid was also arrested. Singh
said that Zahoor was arrested during an
operation on the intervening night of 12
and 13 February. "Zahoor was active for
a long time and was a trained militant. He
was leading TRF. He was also working as
an OGW. In 2002 he was working with
Hizbul Mujahideen," he said.

Singh said that Zahoor remained
active for 5 years and later surrendered in
2006 and he again became active in 2009
and in 2009 his handlers sitting in Pakistan
knew his potential.

He said that Zahoor was handed over
the responsibility of running TRF in
Jammu & Kashmir and he was involved in
killing 3 BJP leaders in Kulgam last year.

Singh said that intensive questioning
of Zahoor Ahmad is going on and it is
expected that some more breakthroughs
will take place through Zahoor.
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Chamoli District Magistrate Swati S
Bhadauria and Superintendent of Police
Yashwant Singh Chauhan rushed to the
tunnel when the first two bodies were
brought out in the early hours of Sunday.

Three more bodies were recovered
later from the tunnel, which is packed with
debris brought by the flash flood. Officials
said a helicopter has been kept on stand-
by at the Tapovan rescue site to quickly fly
out survivors, if there are any, for medical
treatment.

Rescuers are also continuing with an
alternative approach –- trying to widen a
hole they have drilled into another inter-
connected tunnel from where the trapped
men could perhaps be reached.

The men found dead Sunday were
identified as Alam Singh from Tehri,
Anil (Dehradun district) Jitendra Kumar
(Jammu), Shesh Nath (Faridabad), Jitendra
Dhanai (Tehri), Suraj Thakur (Kushinagar)
Jugal Kishore  (Punjab), Rakesh Kapur
(Himachal Pradesh), Harpal Singh
(Chamoli),  Ved Prakash (Gorakhpur),
Dhanurdhari (Gorakhpur).

The bodies were kept at a temporary
mortuary at Tapovan, officials said.

The Chamoli DM said about 445 peo-
ple stranded after the flash flood have so
far been sent to their villages using heli-

copters. Over 500  ration kits have been
distributed in the affected areas.

Medical camps put up in the affected
villages have so far treated 998 patients.

The process of cremating the victims
after taking their DNA samples  contin-
ued in Chamoli district. Two bodies and
four severed limbs were cremated on
Sunday.

The agencies involved in the Tapovan
rescue work include the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police, the National Disaster
Response Force and the State Disaster
Response Force. 
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He was first acquitted by the Senate on
February 5, 2020 on charges of abuse of
power and on obstruction of Congress.
The Democrats had charged  Trump in
December 2019 with pressuring Ukraine
to smer Biden, his rival in the November
election.

On Saturday, seven Republican sena-
tors -- Bill Cassidy, Richard Burr, Mitt
Romney, Susan Collins, Lisa Murkowski,
Ben Sasse and Pat Toomey -- voted in
favour of impeaching Trump.

If he had been convicted, the Senate
could have voted to bar Trump, who has
not yet conceded defeat to Biden, from
running for office ever again. Minutes after
the verdict was announced, Trump
released a statement, saying "no president
has ever gone through anything like it".

"It is a sad commentary on the times
that one political party in  America is given
a free pass to denigrate the rule of law,
defame law enforcement, cheer mobs,
excuse rioters, and transform justice into
a tool of political vengeance, and persecute,
blacklist, cancel and suppress all people
and viewpoints with whom or which they
disagree," he said.

Trump, now based in his resort in
Florida, denounced the trial as "the great-
est witch hunt in history".

He thanked his team of lawyers and
others for their tireless work  "upholding
justice and defending the truth".

He also said that the Democrats'
attempt to end his political career had also
failed, telling his supporters, “our historic,
patriotic and beautiful movement to Make
America Great Again has only just begun.”

"In the months ahead I have much to
share with you, and I look forward  to con-
tinuing our incredible journey together to
achieve American greatness for all of our
people. There has never been anything like
it!" said Trump, who received 74 million
votes in the election, higher than that of
any president before him.

In his first reaction to the develop-
ment, President Biden said that  the
Senate's acquittal of his predecessor was a
reminder that democracy was "fragile" and
every American had a duty to defend the
truth.

“This sad chapter in our history has
reminded us that democracy  is fragile.
That it must always be defended. That we
must be ever vigilant. That violence and
extremism have no place in America. And
that each of us has a duty and responsi-
bility as Americans, and especially as lead-
ers, to defend the truth and to defeat the
lies,” Biden said in a statement.

While the final vote did not lead to the
conviction of Trump, the  substance of the
charge is not in dispute, he said.

"Even those opposed to the conviction,
like Senate Minority Leader  McConnell,
believe Donald Trump was guilty of a “dis-
graceful dereliction of duty” and “practi-
cally and morally responsible for provok-
ing” the violence unleashed on the Capitol,”
Biden said.

The Democratic Party criticised the
Republican senators for acquitting  Trump,
saying their vote to clear him “will live as
a vote of infamy in the history of the US
Senate".

“January 6th will live as a day of infamy
in the history of the  United States of
America. The failure to convict Donald
Trump will live as a vote of infamy in the
history of the US Senate,” Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer said.

Senate Republicans who voted not to
convict Trump chose to abandon  the
Constitution, the country and the
American people, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said.

“What we saw in that Senate today was
a cowardly group of Republicans  who
apparently have no options because they
were afraid to defend their job, respect the
institution in which they serve,” she said.

After the vote, Senator Mitch
McConnell said Trump had been "respon-
sible" for the assault on the Capitol and
called it a "disgraceful, disgraceful derelic-
tion of duty".

However, he voted against his convic-
tion, saying it was unconstitutional now
that Trump was no longer president. But
he warned Trump could still be held liable
in court.

The Washington Post said that the
result of the vote underscored  Trump's
continued grip on most Republicans
despite the party losing control of both the
White House and Congress during his
tumultuous tenure.

The verdict brought an abrupt end to
the fourth presidential impeachment  trial
in American history, and the only one in
which the accused had left office before
being tried, it said. 

The trial ended after just five days,
partly because Republicans  and
Democrats alike had little appetite for a
prolonged proceeding, and partly because
Trump's allies had made clear before it
even began they were not prepared to hold
him responsible, The New York Times
noted.
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In the statement issued by MoRTH,
the Ministry clarified that this has been
done to further promote fee payment
through digital mode, reduce waiting
time and fuel consumption, and provide
for a seamless passage through the fee
plazas.

The Ministry had mandated fitment
of FASTag in M&N categories of motor
vehicles with effect from 1 January 2021.

Category 'M' stands for a motor
vehicle with at least four wheels used for
carrying passengers whereas Category
'N' stands for a motor vehicle with at
least four wheels used for carrying
goods, which may also carry persons in
addition to goods.

FASTags, which facilitate electron-
ic payment of fee at toll plazas, was
introduced in 2016. Making the tags
compulsory would also help in ensur-
ing that vehicles pass seamlessly through
the toll plazas, as the fee payment
would be done electronically.

Replying to a query on FASTags at
the Nagpur airport, Gadkari said the
government had extended FASTag reg-
istration date limit two-three times
before, and now it would not be extend-
ed further. Now, everybody should
immediately buy FASTag.

FASTags can be purchased online
from the authorized banks or even
through retailers such as Amazon.
Buyers can also opt to visit any points
of sale of one of the 23 authorized banks
and road transport offices to get the tag.
Users are advised to purchase the tags
from the banks they already have
accounts in. The national highway
authority also sells IHCML tags which
are bank-neutral.

Earlier last week, to give another
relief to highway commuters, the NHAI
decided to do away with the requirement
of maintaining a minimum amount in
FASTag wallet to ensure seamless move-
ment at electronic toll plazas.

It was directed that users will now
be allowed to pass through the toll plaza,
if the FASTag account/ wallet balance is
non-negative. After crossing the toll
plaza, if the account balance becomes

negative, the bank can recover the
amount from the security deposit, which
should be replenished at the time of the
next recharge by the user.

"In order to increase the FASTag
penetration to ensure seamless move-
ment of traffic and to reduce avoidable
delays at the toll plazas, NHAI has
decided to remove the mandatory
threshold amount for the FASTag
account / wallet, which was paid by the
user in addition to the security deposit
for  the passenger segment
(Car/Jeep/Van)," NHAI said in a state-
ment. According to the latest statement
by the Transport Ministry, there are
more that 2.54 crore FASTag users in the
country and it contributes 80% of the
total toll collection. Daily toll collection
through FASTag has crossed ?89 crore
mark.

The FASTag registration has gone up
to 90% on some routes and only 10 per
cent people are left. FASTag is also avail-
able on toll nakas and people should
purchase and use it for seamless traffic,
he said.
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The works would improve the water car-
rying capacity of the canals which distrib-
ute water meant for irrigating the farm lands.

The Prime Minister also launched the
electrification of the railway track between
Villupuram- Cuddalore-Mayiladuthurai-
Thanjavur and Mayiladuthurai-Thiruvarur
stretch which is expected the save Indian
Railway Rs 14.61 lakh per day in fuel cost
on the Chennai-Egmore Kanyakumari
stretch.

It turned out to be a golden day for
Kerala as the Prime Minister dedicated to
the nation the Rs 6,000 crore propylene
derivatives petrochemical complex at
Kochi Refinery which would save the
country foreign exchange worth Rs 4,000
crore per annum and generate thousands
of job opportunities. This is the first unit
in the country to produce acrylic acid and
acrylates hitherto imported at high costs.
The acrylic acid unit commissioned by the
Prime Minister is world's largest single
train unit.

Prime Minister Modi also inaugurat-
ed the Ro-Ro vessels at the historic
Willingdon Island which will reduce dis-
tance from 30 km by road to 3.5 km on
waterways. This will help us to bring down
the transportation cost, transit time, pol-
lution, and congestion on road in Kochi,"
said the Prime Minister.

Sagarika, the international cruise ter-
minal, built at a cost of Rs 25.72 crore was

thrown open to service by the Prime
Minister marking Kochi as an important
cruise station in the global tourism map.
The terminal would cater to more than a
lakh tourists per year with its air condi-
tioned halls for lounging, ten counters for
customs clearance and 48 counters for
immigration formalities.

Vigyana Sagar, the marine engineer-
ing training institute, with a capacity to
train 114 fresh engineering graduates in
different aspects of naval and architect
engineering is another of the innovative
establishment dedicated to the nation by
the Prime Minister on Sunday. The Prime
Minister also laid the foundation stone for
reconstructing the south Coal Berth at
Kochi to facilitate the import of ammonia
meant for FACT, the public sector fertilis-
er giant.
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Due to adverse inputs, movement of
VIPs/Protected Persons has been dis-
couraged and all concerned were informed
in advance NOT to plan a tour today".

However, unrelenting Omar Abdullah
hit back questioning the police claim. He
wrote back, "Please share the written
communication addressed to me &
acknowledged by me (or my office)
informing us in advance of these restric-
tions. Surely this anniversary didn't come
as a surprise to the administration.

In response, an official communication
exchanged between senior security officers
was made public to highlight the prevail-
ing circumstances under which such
restrictions were necessitated.  Unsparing
Omar again reacted strongly. "Please note
that none of the people who have been
detained in their homes today have been
marked on this document. Moreover it still
doesn't answer under what law police
trucks are parked outside our gates pre-
venting us from leaving". 

In a joint statement the senior National
Conference leaders, including party gen-
eral secretary Ali Mohd Sagar, condemned
the arbitrary confinement of top party
leaders.   "Confining party leaders to their
homes exposes the iron fist approach
towards Jammu and Kashmir. The measure
is the gross violation of human rights and
is highly condemnable. Previously also at
various instances, the leaders were
debarred from moving out from their res-
idences exclusively for any reason. The
undue measure marks a new low in the
curtailment of fundamental rights of peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir. The measures
reveal abnormal is the new normal in this
part of the world," they said.
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Arjun Kapoor and Ranveer Singh’s
on-screen bromance in the film

Gunday was a hit as audiences real-
ly loved their camaraderie. Past the
seventh anniversary of the film’s
release, Arjun shares why Gunday is
and will always be one of his favourite
films.

�What did you love about the film
that made you sign it instantly?  

At the time I was starting my
career, I was hardly six months old
in the business and Adi sir (Aditya
Chopra) offered me a film which was
a two-hero ensemble, big commercial
set-up. When I met Ali (Abbas
Zafar), I loved his energy and excite-
ment towards treating it like a larg-
er than life adventure. It was like a
throwback and a tribute to the 70’s
& 80’s cinema that I grew up watch-
ing. The ‘Mukul Anand, Subhash
Ghai space of cinema’ and at the same
time a film about brotherhood and
gangsters. When you are a young
actor starting out, these are all trap-
pings that you love exploring and
doing in mainstream cinema. You
want to establish yourself at the
beginning. You want to do main-
stream stuff with a sense of height-
ened reality and that’s what Gunday
was all about. I got really excited
about doing something so front foot-
ed and mainstream.

�Your bromance with Ranveer in
the film was an instant hit. Tell us
what made the bonhomie so special.

I think it was the off-camera love
and respect we had for each other
because we realised we have too
much in common. In fact we are born
just ten days apart from each other.
It was much simpler for us to bond
than we realised. And when you are
starting out, you are not thinking
about your career and rivalry. You are
just trying to make the best film pos-
sible and have the most fun. Ranveer
and I also knew each other before the
film so it made it a little simpler to
break the ice onset. Credit to Ali for
writing a film that allowed us to be
best friends. He was a big factor for
bringing me and Ranveer closer. It
just happened, it was just the flow. It’s
like chalk and cheese where even

though we are poles apart, we still
manage to fit together. It’s like sugar
and spice, they are opposites but both
sound good together. We were two
people who were completely differ-
ent but ended up getting along and
working well together. People realised
this when they saw the trailer where
both of us looked good together.

�The film presented you in an all
new avatar. What did you love the
most about your character?

Costumes. To play a character in
the 70’s, a gangster, it’s always excit-
ing to go into. It was my first-peri-
od film at that time. The way I was
styled, presented, the low angle trol-
leys and just being treated larger than
life, running in slow motion, that
introduction coming out of the train,

landing on a coal train and much
more. I think the presentation was
way bigger than any third film could
have gotten me and it was cool,
unique and exciting. You usually feel
that you need to work a lot, before
you get that kind of scale but here I
was immediately, in the third film,
within the first six/eight months of
my career.

�What do you think was the film’s
USP?

I think the camaraderie between
Ranveer and me and the big star cast
coming together, was special. After
a long time, there was a two-hero film
and the youth loved the music. I
know for a fact that the music and
trailer made all the difference.

Today consumers have become
more aware and conscious of

harmful chemicals hidden in
their skincare products. They are
skeptical of using skincare that
wear the claim of being “organic”
and “all natural”, often question-
ing if these claims are just market-
ing gimmicks. Dr. Jagvir Singh,
Founder and President, Refresh
Botanicals lists five common mis-
conceptions about organic skin-
care that will make you rethink
your regimen. 

MYTH 1: Using DIY masks is
same as using organic products

People believe that whipping
up a yogurt and honey smoothie
in your blender and using it as a
face mask will benefit their skin
as much as an organic face mask. 

While we’re all up for a DIY
face treatment once in a while, the
ingredients you find in your
kitchen can’t really compare to the
active ingredients found in organ-
ic skincare products. These spe-
cial ingredients are usually
extracted at the molecular level
leaving behind the most active
and potent part for your skin care. 

MYTH 2: Organic products are
ineffective

Many people are afraid of
change and stick to a product that
they are familiar with and have
used for years. Unfortunately,
many drugstore products have
been diluted, watered down, and
filled with an abundance of chem-
ical preservatives to extend the
lifespan. This means that while
the product may offer quick
results, you shouldn’t hold your
breath waiting to see any real
long-term benefits for the health
of your skin. 

Organic products, on the

other hand, are jam-packed with
vital nutrients, antioxidants, vit-
amins and minerals at high con-
centrations that truly feeds your
skin. You’ll instantly get that
radiant, hydrated and clear skin. 

MYTH 3: Organic products
need preservatives to last
longer 

Highly organic products
often require premium packag-
ing that are equipped with air-
less pumps. This prevents the
highly organic plant material
from oxidising, thus spoiling.
When looking for organic skin-
care, look for airless pumps —
meaning that the product is
being pumped through literally
being pushed out of the contain-
er. 

MYTH 4: Eating healthy is
enough for great skin

There is no argument with
the benefits of eating clean,
antioxidant-rich foods and
drinking tons of water. However,

a healthy diet alone is not nec-
essarily enough for great skin.
While everything you eat does
have an impact on your skin,
food cannot cleanse away impu-
rities and environmental toxins
the way a good face wash can, or
provide a protective barrier on
the skin the way a moisturiser
can. For truly beautiful skin, be
sure to eat healthy, exercise reg-
ularly and practice safe, organ-
ic skincare. Organic skincare
products should accompany a
healthy lifestyle for a more
youthful and fresher complex-
ion. 

MYTH 5: All “Natural Types”
of skincare are created equal

There is a thin line between
organic and natural products.
Note that we use the word nat-
ural here, and not organic. While
many products may claim to be
“all-natural” on their labels, it
doesn’t mean that their ingredi-
ents are in fact “organic.” Natural
products often contain natural

ingredients but may contain
pesticides and other harmful
chemicals. 

For a skin care brand to be able
to wear the claim of “organic,”
ingredient suppliers have to under-
go a rigorous process where they
are monitored for many years to
ensure that their farming methods
are free of pesticides, herbicides and
chemicals. Additionally, skin care
brands must ensure that their
manufacturers follow stringent
practices to ensure there is no cross
contamination of organic and
inorganic materials. 

In today’s time awareness
about chemical-laden products is
gaining momentum, which is high-
lighting the importance of natur-
al organic skincare products. This
increased awareness is making
more people to switch to organic
products. While more people are
making the transition, more
become mindful about the use of
chemicals in regular everyday
products and are adapting to the
natural organic skincare regime.
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A court-appointed legal guardian defrauds her older

clients and traps them under her care. But her latest mark
comes with some unexpected baggage. Starring
Rosamund Pike, Peter Dinklage and Eiza González, the
film releases on February 19 on Netflix. 
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Against the backdrop of a turbulent era in Brazil,

this documentary captures Pelé’s extraordinary path
from breakthrough talent to national hero. It releases on
February 23 on Netflix. 
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A single mother enters a world of twisted mind games

when she begins an affair with her psychiatrist boss while
secretly befriending his mysterious wife. Starring Simona
Brown, Eve Hewson and Tom Bateman, the TV drama
releases on February 17 on Netflix. 
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Sports players are considered as
fit individuals who showcase
their strength, endurance and

flexibility to flex their bodies
through tough circumstances and
pull through their sport perfor-
mance. They train day in and out to
have command over their body and
techniques. Every sport has their
own demands and likewise a train-
ing schedule is devised by their
coaches and followed by players
and their parents for optimal perfor-
mance. Long ago it was identified
that despite best body and technique,
something was stopping the players
to achieve their best. On deeper
investigation it was found that mind

had a role to play in performance
which was often not understood.
With time, coaches, parents and
players recognised this gap and
started understanding the need for
mental training.

Despite increased awareness, the
taboo of visiting a mental health pro-
fessional acts as a huge barrier to
adopt a positive and progressive
change. Over years sport psycholo-
gy (area of specialisation that uses
psychological interventions in sports
set up) has found its space and par-
ents, coaches and players are reach-
ing out to professionals for perfor-
mance enhancement.

Winning is still the biggest moti-

vator for
e v e r y o n e
involved in
sports.  Even
after having an
emphasis on partici-
pation and excellence, achieving
success and avoiding failures takes
centre stage for one and all. Whether
one is playing an individual sport or
a team sport, chief coach to subor-
dinate coaches, sport science experts
along with player’s parents make a
crucial part of the team which
together influences the course of
action for long. 

Management of sports players
involves binding the entire team

strongly and keeping them on the
same page. In this competitive world,
increased exposure to international
competitive events, advances in sup-
port from corporate and government
sectors has led to increased perfor-
mance pressure. With time, sports
has moved from mere joy, sense of
satisfaction to pride and profes-
sionalism. The demand to perform
is so strong that it comes with the tag
of “Success at any cost.” But do we
really need success at the cost of our

mental  peace?
Mental health

when dis-
t u r b e d

affects one’s ability to recognise the
self-potential and gets bogged down
by stress. Talent wasted due to lack
of professional help at right time can
never stand the spirit of sports.
Hence, it becomes essential to learn
the mind-body connection and men-
tal toughness to become resilient in
testing moments of matches. 

It’s scientifically proven that
exercise promotes positive mental
health but sometimes this observa-
tion doesn’t hold true. With increas-
ing competition, competitive stress,
pressure of expectations, financial
crisis, logistic issues and infrastruc-
tural concerns, the challenges to per-
form good are not just vested in tal-
ent but in things beyond one’s con-
trol too. 

Anxiety, depression, personali-
ty disorder, mood disorders, panic,
PTSD, eating disorders as well as

more serious mental health issues
are coming to surface in popu-

lation as young as age 10. The
peak years of sport perfor-
mance and the onset of mul-
tiple mental health issues
coincide and thus, this fact
of understanding the
underlying issues which
need attention are simply
side-lined. While the
mind of a player is most
important,  even the
mind-set of their coach-

es and the parents are
equally important. It is

essential to create a holistic
approach in bringing a change

in their perspectives towards
winning and success. Lack of time,
resources, myths that it is only for
elite players have been wiped-out;
the need of the hour is mental

health training for all. 
(The writer is a sports psycholo-

gist.)

A�������!��������
����	���	��"����	���"������	��	�������������	�$4 0
���;;$ ������	��	��"�	���	���	����	���	���	��	��,������
��������	���	$�0266$	�:0!9 ��������	������	�	��

	$����'-
9���	���	�"�	������
�����	������	������
�������	
�������

�������1��
����
�����7�����

) 1 � , 0 ) . . �



���������������� ����� �� � !"#�$%$!

9�
)((	*011���������	�
�����
�12�2���(�1

������?���0�1�;)?�)/;�1'@+��;+�')�-(�1 ��+;���-()9;.��'�+(�9�'��?;�+������/9�+;;)�:;��(;��0�1�@���?()9()���9(--��

%
����	������	���	��	���	��	����	���	����	�����	��	�	���
�����	��������	����	����,����	������	���	����	��
��������	���	��	�����	�������
%��	������	
�������	�	���	�������	�������	$�
�����

�������	����	
��
��	���	�����	��"���	��	�������	���	��	��
��������	���	��	�����	�������

M%��	��"���	��	���	������	�������	�������	�������
�������	
��
��	���	��"�	���	�	�����	������	���	�����	���
���������	%��	��������	����
�������	�	���	���	��	�
���	���	������	���	�����
��������N	���	%����
�������	����	���	8���
��
 �"�����	�	�������

+������	�	�	������
�������	����	���������	�
���	�����	��	
��������	����������	���	�����	�������
���������	���	���	�����	���
�����	:�	����	���	�	"���
�
������	����	�	���
��	���	����	���
���	��	�������

%��	�����������	������	����	
������	���	��������	�
�����	������	���	�����������	��������	�����	��"���	��	�������
�����	���	�����	
�������	���	�"����

%
��	 �	+������	���	'�����	+������	���	���"�����
O+'+P	���	��������	���������	�@
�������	��
�
��"�	���	��	��	�����	���	+;2:',(-	
�������

���������	����	�������	�����	����	���	������

��������	����	�����	������	�	������D�	�@
�����	��
"���	��	�"��	-*	
��	�����

:�	4�������	���	+'+	���������	�@
�������	��
������	���	����	��	�
��"��	���	��	��	������

��������	�����B	�����	�	�����	����	�"��	�	������

��������
�����	���
�������	���
���	���
�	��	�
������

��������
����	���
����	������
�	���
���������	���	�@���	�������	�����	��	���	�����	���	G����
����	������	��
������

6���	���������	������������	�
��"��	������
�������	���	�������	������	�@
������	��������	��	�
��
���	��������	��	���	+'+	��	7���������

��
������#���������$������	������

�
����	��	�����������	��"�	��"���
��	�	�����
����	�


����	���	���
	
��
��	���	���	������	��	����	��	����

����������
%��	�������	��	
����
�����	���	����	���	�

	���	�����

�������	���	����	����
������	��	������	����
��������	"�����������
�������	����
���������������	��
�@���"������

%����	���

����
����	�	���
����"�����	���	����
����	�����	������
��
�����	�������	�������	�	����"��	����	������	�����
����	���	�������	����
	���	����	
���	���	����	���	�������
�������	���	������	
�������	�	���	�������	����������
��	���	0������	�������	��	��������

M%��	
����
����	���	����	������	����	��
�����	����
�����	������	�����	���	���	��	���	����"������	���

���������	�������	�������	�����	��	����	���	�

	���

��������N	���	����������	1�����	��������	����	���
 �"�����	��	J����	�	���3�������

��%
���������	��	���	������������&�	�

�
��
��	���	���	�
1�����������,�����
���	I	
����������	���

���	�	�����	�����
"���������	���	���	�	����
I	���	����	�����	��	����
��������	����
	�	�����	����	�
�����	������

%��	�����	�������
����	�������	�������	��	�	1�����������	���	���	���������
���	�����	������	�	�	�����	��	������	���	������	�����
�����	������	�	����	����	>*��

M6����	����	�����	�����	"���������	���	������	����
��	���	����	����	��	���	���	����	��������	����	���������
��	���	�������	��	���	1�����������,�����	����N	���
����������	4���	+�����	����	���	 �"�����	��	6��������

%��	��"����	���
������	��	���	���	����	�

�����	��
��	����	��������	���������	���	������	������	�����	����
�����	�����	"���������	���	�	�����	���	����	������

M:�	���	���
���	���	
���"�	���������
	�������	�
1�����������	���	���	������	�����	�	���	���������	���
��	��"��	�	��������	����	����������	��	���	����	�@
����N
���	+������

0��<����������$����%��'���"�	�� ��$��=
>�
��1�!���

�
����	��	�����������	��"�	��"���
��	�	"�����	������
O2$P,�����	�

	���	�����
�����	��	������	����	��
�������
%��	������

�������	����	����

����
����	���	�
���
�	�����	��	����	�����
������	���	���	�

	��
����	���	��
�
��"�����	�	����
�����	��	������	����
�����	���������

M7���	�	����	����"���	�	����	�����
�����	���	��
����	��	
������	���	"�����	��������	����	
��"�����
��H����	�	����������	���
������	��
�	��	����������	���
���	�����	�	����	����	����������N	���	����	������
'�������	#���3�	����	���	 �"�����	��	#����	�
���3�������

����	��	������	�	�	����
����	
����������
�

��@������	�"�	
��	����	��	���	�������	
�
������
�@
�������	�	���������	��"��	��	���������	�	�����
���������

Population, when unchecked, increases at a
geometrical ratio. Subsistence increases only

in an arithmetical ratio...,” said Thomas
Malthus in his thesis, titled An Essay on the
Principle of Population, which was  published
in 1798. When he made this observation, the
world-population was not even one billion.
During the last 200 years, it has grown to
around 7.8 billion. And the prediction of
Malthus that the world would run out of food
due to its growing population, has not yet come
exactly true. There is no doubt, Malthus did
not foresee that at some time in the future, there
would be a spectacular increase in food pro-
duction and that the earth would not produce
exactly in arithmetic progression, yet no sen-
sible person can deny that, after all, there is an
upper limit to production of subsistence by the
earth. But, strangely, we find that there is no
effective clarity in regard to this hard fact in
the minds of those who formulate national
policies. 

One can see that,
even today, in most of
the under developed
countries, the situation
is still Malthusian and
the people there do not
have enough food. It is
a well-established fact
that the population
growth-rate in these
countries makes it
extremely difficult for
their governments to eradicate poverty and
unemployment. So the living conditions for
large sections of people there are really poor. 

In such a critical situation of stark pover-
ty, high incidence of disease and extreme scarci-
ty of health care facilities, many welfare and
social service agencies voluntarily help the
impoverished, the sick, the handicapped and
the mentally unwell people. No doubt, imme-
diate help in the form of food, medicine, shel-
ter, health-care, etc. is needed for quite a large
number of people and these charitable insti-
tutions do commendable social service.
Nevertheless, the basic problem remains
because the root of all these maladies is not
eradicated. 

The population in these poor countries
continues to rise enormously and, alongside
it, the number of poor unemployed, diseased
and hungry people also continue to multiply.
The reason for this is that no sincere and con-
crete steps are taken to give a high degree of
clarity to the people. 

Another factor that is responsible for this
critical situation is the highly consumeristic and
wasteful lifestyle of affluent nations or of afflu-
ent sections of society in the same country. It
is not known to many that about 80 per cent
of the gross world-products are consumed by
the developed countries which constitute
only 20 per cent of the world-population while
remaining world population that dwell in
developing countries gets only 15 per cent  of
gross world products. So again there is need
to give clarity to the people about the urgent
need for simplicity in life. Hence, what peo-
ple of developing nations should made to be
understood that mere charity cannot solve the
problems of poverty and hunger, created by
exploitation, social injustice and the utterly self-
ish and wasteful life-style of some nations or
some sections of society. In fact, some people
have recently raised this vital question about
the end-result of charity after a controversial
documentary was made by a popular director
in the West on charity work done by the organ-
isations there. 

Many scholarly people across the globe
have made a strong observation and said that
charity alone would not serve the purpose. One
has, therefore, to reiterate that what is required
more is clarity, by means of such knowledge
that brings in its wake, the highly needed moral
values of social justice, brotherhood, love, absti-
nence from sex-lust and inspiration for a sim-
ple lifestyle. Remember, to change the current
situation, the lifestyles of the people need to
change.

Azaadi hai toh sab hai (where
there is freedom there is every-
thing),” said Rehana Begum, who

along with her husband and children,
was rescued from a Municipal
Corporation toilet compound in 2017.
Originally from Purnia in Bihar, the
family moved states looking for work
opportunities. “My husband and I were
married without the permission from
our families, so we had no place to fall
back on, that is the price one pays for
being a woman who dares to love,” said
Rehana.

“Initially, we were offered �5,000. As
we lived in a rented space, the idea of
moving into the complex full time
seemed lucrative. As our entire family
moved into the complex, I had to do
double shifts of guarding the toilet and
on several occasions, had to clean it as
well. My work started at nine in the
morning until 11 at night,” added she.
Taking care of three children, cleaning
toilets and juggling housework, clearly
took a toll on her. 

She shared, “Living on the site per-
manently, we worked in the compound
day in and day out. Our wages were
stopped and when I refused to work, I
was threatened with sexual violence. I
had fallen sick at one point and was
diagnosed with pneumonia but was not
allowed to go to a hospital for proper
treatment. The only saving grace is that
I am finally free.”

Rehana and her family were rescued
by National Campaign Committee for

Eradication of Bonded Labour
(NCCBL). A court case is pending in
Delhi for her rightful compensation and
lack of accountability on the part of the
Delhi Municipal Corporation. To sur-
vive, Rehana’s husband, at present, is
working as a rickshaw puller while she
is trying hard to find a job as a domes-
tic worker. The family fears that they
may be trapped in debt bondage again
as they look for jobs. 

Not just Rehana, across India, an
estimated 12 million workers are
employed in brick kilns, garment facto-
ries, construction units among others.
Over three lakh informal workers have
been released according to the
Government of India. India identified at
least 1,35,000 bonded workers in its 2011
census, while the Australian charity
Walk Free Foundation put the number
at eight million in its 2018 Global
Slavery Index. 

Most of these workers are sourced
from remote rural pockets with concen-
tration of poverty through a vast net-
work of contractors. While most of these

pockets exist in the Northern and
Eastern part of the country, some devel-
oped states in the West and South, also
have such pockets. 

Desperate and vulnerable popula-
tion of unorganised workers, who are in
no position to negotiate wages or their
rights, have become a massive pool for
cheap labour. A large number of these
labourers are children, forced out of
school, bearing the burden of sustain-
ing their families. 

“I lost two of my children, an eight-
years-old boy and one girl, who was
barely 10, as they were sent off to work
in a kiln in Himachal Pradesh. We were
just informed that they both died but no
one bothered to tell us how,” shared
Pinki, the mother of the two children. 

Pinki and her husband, Kale, live in
a small hamlet of Bandhera Khas in
Deoband, Uttar Pradesh, a colony where
several migrant workers like herself and
her husband now reside. In 2014, Pinki
and Kale, originally from Saharanpur,
were taken to work in a brick kiln in
Nawanshahr in Punjab and were

promised �1,500 per person per week by
the contractor. The same person
promised to pay the same amount for
two of her children, giving them a
chance of making more money. 

Explaining what transpired at the
kiln, she said, “The only means for us
to have made money was to move
cities. My children were taken to
Himachal Pradesh. Instead of �1,500, we
were paid only �500 every week or even
less. With no money and no clue of our
children, there was a sense of feeling
trapped. I remember working around
the clock carrying bricks on my back. It
feels like a blur to me, the life that I lived
for five years.”

Pinki survived by living in a
makeshift tent, eating corn kernels and
bread. She was finally rescued in 2017
along with her husband by NCCBL. As
per the wages promised to the couple,
the contractors owed them over one lakh
rupees. However, the family hasn’t
received a single penny so far. 

For her, losing her children and
never getting to see them again was the
biggest trauma. “I was beaten up sever-
al times, I was not paid for my work, but
losing my children was the scariest part,”
said she. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and the
lockdown imposed to contain the spread
of the virus has worsened the situation
for the bonded labours as rescue oper-
ations have also come to halt. Nirmal
Gorana of the National Campaign
Committee for Eradication of Bonded

Labour (NCCBL) responsible for con-
ducting rescue operations across India
said, “Amid the pandemic, many were
trapped in the sites of exploitation as res-
cue operations remained stalled. As the
nationwide lockdown was announced,
brick kiln sites, several construction sites
in remote parts of the country, includ-
ing the agricultural sector continued to
function.”

However, the meagre wages that the
bonded labourers were getting was also
stopped. They had appealed in the
Chandigarh High Court and the
Allahabad High Court, but the state was
overburdened at that point and undertak-
ing rescue operations became difficult.
Even those who could be rescued were
not being given repatriation and police
protection, making their chances of
falling back in the trap of bonded labour
much higher.

Though bonded labour was outlawed
in 1976 when the Bonded Labour System
(Abolition) Act came into force, the news
of rescues is fairly common. Convictions,
however, are a few. 

A senior official in the Central
Labour Ministry on the condition of
anonymity said, “There is widespread
prevalence of violence in case of the
bonded labour and the assistance, espe-
cially during the times of COVID has
been delayed. However, when it comes to
rescues, the responsibility lies with the
respective states to act on these com-
plaints.” 

The Centrally Sponsored Plan
Scheme for Rehabilitation of Bonded
Labourers has been in place since 1978
to rehabilitate those rescued. As part of
this scheme, adult male rescuers are enti-
tled to the financial assistance of �1 lakh,
while those who come under special cat-
egories, such as women and children are
entitled to �2 lakh. Others, who are res-
cued from forced or bonded labour
from more extreme conditions like sex-
ual exploitation, brothels or trafficking,
as deemed by the District Magistrate, are
eligible for financial assistance of �3 lakh
along with some non-cash assistance
from the state governments.

This financial assistance is funded by
the centre but comes only after convic-
tion. A person who is rescued is eligible
to �20,000 as immediate assistance from
the District Administration, regardless of
conviction. Apart from the immediate
assistance, those rescued are also entitled
to a state-issued rescue certificate (RC),
which makes them eligible for the reha-
bilitation measures; however, those get-
ting the certificates remain abysmally low. 

None of the people the writer spoke
to had been provided with the compen-
sation. Despite a large number of women
workers, Women’s work is unaccounted
for and their labour is not recognised in
the economy. Doubling the oppression of
taking care of the food, family and suf-
fering harassment from contractors, they
remain invisible and unpaid. 
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You are most influenced by the
people you surround yourself

with, so choose wisely. This was
some really good advice I was
given very early on in life. In my
opinion, one of the biggest reasons
people falter on their fitness plans
or goals is peer and family pres-
sure. So what happens when your
spouse or partner joins you on this
journey of yours? Would that
make your life easier? Would it
help you stick to your plan and
process? Most likely, yes!

The pandemic has been a
huge learning curve for a lot of
people. Not only have their prior-
ities changed, but also their atti-
tude towards health and fitness.
For someone like me, fitness has
been a part of life since a very
young age and even though I’ve
suffered through my fair share of
family or peer pressure, it’s never
actually made me waiver. My
wife never really worked out in life
to be honest. The only time she
started taking her fitness serious-
ly was after we had our first
child. She’s always been thin, but
fit is something she’s had to work
on and really hard. I wasn’t real-
ly enthused about the idea of us
working out together if I’m being
absolutely honest, but having a
goal and working on it together
has been a lot of fun. It also gives
me an opportunity to make her
push a little because I know if she
trains alone, she isn’t going to
work as hard as she should. 

For people who are just start-

ing out, the peer and family pres-
sure can get a bit too much and
nine times out of 10 they will fal-
ter. So having your partner or
spouse join you on your journey
will only make it easier. 

Having said all of the above,
there are documented advantages
of working out with your spouse

that can benefit both parties.

�It improves the emotional bond
you share with your partner

According to various studies,
working out with your partner like
sprinting or jogging at the same
pace, rhythmic weight-training or
any workout has a plethora of pos-

itive effects. As a result, couples
who work out together may feel
more “emotionally attuned” with
one another as compared to oth-
ers.

�Accountability
Working out together sets the

accountability for both partners

and each one motivates the other
to achieve goals, both as individ-
uals and as a couple. And let’s be
honest, we have our bad days
where we don’t feel like working
out, on such days your partner
could be the person who pushes
you to get the work done. If one
needs a push to get out of bed in
the morning to workout, setting
couple goals could be the answer.
If they’re awake and ready to go,
you will be more likely to get your
workout done instead of hitting
the snooze button on the phone
for the next hour. Having a part-
ner can make you stick to your
goals, even on days when a work-
ing out is the last thing on your
mind.

�It brings happiness to your
relationship

Exercise makes you a happi-
er person individually, thanks to
all the endorphins you release
during and after your workout. If
you work out with your partner,
you get to experience that togeth-
er. 

Pushing and motivating each
other, then seeing the results of
all the hard work you’ve put in,

creates positivity for your rela-
tionship.

�It’s a commitment to each
other

If you and your partner make
working out together a regular
thing, you establish a common
goal and respect that physical
activity is important for your-
selves and your relationship.
There are a bunch of studies that
show that individuals are more
likely to make a positive health
behaviour change if their partner
does too. 

Overall, fitness regimes can
be made more interesting and
working out as a couple is one of
the ways to make that happen.
What adds to the fun are those
moments of slight humour in
between workouts that is just
understood between you and
your partner through mere eye-
contact. Also, following healthy
eating habits becomes easier and
a fun thing to do if the same is
shared. Hence, the saying ‘couples
who train together, stay togeth-
er’.

(The writer is the founder of
Sohfit.) 
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India took command of the
second Test after an exhilarat-
ing day two when 15 wickets

fell on a rapidly deteriorating pitch
with star spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin ensuring a massive first
innings lead for the hosts with his
29th five-wicket haul, here on
Sunday.

Resuming the day at 300 for
six, Rishabh Pant took India to
329 in their first innings with an
unbeaten 58 before running out
of partners.

Ashwin (5/43) and company
then bundled out England for 134
on a pitch that is getting more
vicious by each passing session.
The 34-year-old picked up his sec-
ond five-wicket haul of the series
by uprooting the stumps of num-
ber 11 Stuart Broad.

By close of play, India were 53
for one in the second innings,
extending their lead to 249 runs.

Wickets fell in a heap on
Sunday but it was by no means an
unplayable surface, as demon-
strated by Rohit Sharma on the
opening day and with 25 off 62,
he was going strong even by
stumps on day two. Cheteshwar
Pujara (7 batting off 18) was at the
other end.

However, barring Ben Foakes
(42 not out), England batsmen
had no answers to the challenge
posed by the Indian bowlers.
The sweep shot that came to their
rescue in much easier conditions
in the previous Test, brought
their downfall including Root.

So far, the script has played
out perfectly for India, who won
the all important toss on the
opening day and put up a decent
enough total on a dustbowl in
their bid to level the series.

Ishant provided the first

breakthrough for India when he
had left-handed opener Rory
Burns LBW for a duck with a ball
that nipped back and beat his

defensive push.
The other opener Dom Sibley

(16) was the next to go, caught by
Virat Kohli at leg-slip off Ashwin,

which was given by the third
umpire after India chose to review
as the on-field umpire turned
down the appeal for a catch.

The big wicket of captain Joe
Root (6), who tormented the
host bowlers in the first Test, was
taken by debutant Axar Patel

when the England captain’s
attempted sweep against the turn
landed safely in the hands of
Ashwin at short fine-leg.

Ashwin then struck at the
stroke of lunch, having Dan
Lawrence (9) caught at short-leg
by Shubman Gill reducing
England to 39 for four.

India claimed another four in
the post-lunch session to leave
England gasping at 106 for eight
at tea.

Ashwin added two more
scalps to his tally while
Mohammed Siraj (1/5), who was
introduced as late as in the 39th
over, debutant Axar Patel (2/40)
and Ishant Sharma (2/22) also did
the damage.

Ashwin got the big wicket of
Ben Stokes in the sixth over after
lunch. The left-hander missed an
attempted clip off a beauty that
drifted in and lost his off-stump.

Ollie Pope (22), who looked
assured against the spinners, was
brilliantly caught by a diving
Rishabh Pant when he tried to
glide one down the leg-side, to
give Mohammed Siraj a wicket off
the first ball he bowled in Tests in
India.

Foakes, who impressed with
his keeping skills when India
batted, showed his abilities in
front of the wickets too. He bat-
ted with poise against the spin-
ners, who were looking to make
the most of a helping pitch.

Moeen Ali, coming in at
number eight, fell when his edge
hit Pant’s thighs and rebounded to
Ajinkya Rahane who took a fine
catch diving forward.

Earlier resuming the day at
300 for six, India added 29 runs
to their overnight score. The
aggressive Pant scored 25 of those
runs, hitting two fours and two
sixes to remain unbeaten.

For England, pacer Olly Stone
finished with 3 for 47 in his first
game in India. Off-spinner Ali (4
for 128) picked up four wickets
but proved expensive.
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Gutsy Naomi Osaka saved two
match points to outlast Garbine

Muguruza in a tense comeback
while Serena Williams was pushed
to a decider but prevailed against
Aryna Sabalenka in a thriller on
Sunday and reach the Australian
Open quarter-finals.

Hsieh Su-wei swept into her first
Grand Slam quarter-final after 16
years of trying becoming the oldest
player to make a last-eight debut in
the Open Era. Also, Simona Halep
fought back from a set down to beat
French Open champion Iga Swiatek
3-6, 6-1, 6-4.

Third seed Osaka as on the verge
of elimination at 3-5, 15-40 on her
serve in the third set before rattling
off four points in a row.

She then twice broke the serve
of the two-time Grand Slam winner
Muguruza to prevail 4-6, 6-4, 7-5 in
one hour and 55 minutes of gripping
action on an empty Rod Laver
Arena.

She will now have an all-Asian
quarter-final against Chinese Taipei
veteran Hsieh Su-wei, who upset
19th seed Marketa Vondrousova 6-

4, 6-2 in the fourth round.
The 35-year-old overwhelmed

Vondrousova, a player 14 years her
junior. Hsieh got a early break in the

opening set and never looked trou-
bled in win over the 19th seed, a
player she also toppled in an Abu
Dhabi warm-up event in January.
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Serena Williams outlasted big-

hitting Aryna Sabalenka in a three-
set thriller to make Australian Open
quarter-finals.

The American withstood a bar-
rage from the seventh seed to pre-
vail 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 in two hours and
nine minutes and set up a mouth-
watering clash with world number
two Simona Halep.

Williams, 39, had never before
played the Belarusian, who has col-
lected more trophies than anyone
else since last year French Open but
never reached the quarter-finals of
a Slam. Sabalenka, who has spoken
about modelling her big-hitting
game on Williams, showed off her
power with blistering serves and
groundstrokes in the high-octane
contest.

A composed Williams, watched
by older sister Venus in the stands,
counter-attacked superbly in the
early stages and broke Sabalenka’s
serve in the 10th game to win the

opening set.
Sabalenka, who was born four

months after Williams made her
Grand Slam debut in 1998, was
unperturbed and stepped up her
assault to dominate Williams’ usu-
ally reliable serve.

The 22-year-old admonished
herself before drawing level by
pouncing on Williams’s faltering
first serve, which she landed just 36%
of the time in the second set.

Williams regrouped and raced to
a commanding 4-1 lead in the third
set as a frustrated Sabalenka
slammed her racquet to the
ground as the match began to
slip away.

Sabalenka won three
straight games to get back on
terms but Williams’s experience saw
her through as she maintained her
unbeaten run since emerging from
14-day quarantine in Australia.

Halep exacted revenge on
Swiatek with a comeback three-set
victory, which set up a blockbuster
quarter-final with Serena Williams.

The world No 2 was thrashed by
the 19-year-old at Roland Garros,
winning just three games, but turned
the tide in Melbburne.
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The West Indies beat Bangladesh by 17 runs in
the second Test on Sunday to complete a 2-0

series sweep.
Rahkeem Cornwall claimed 4/105 and com-

pleted a superb catch at first slip to end the match
as the tourists bowled out Bangladesh for 213 in
the second innings on the fourth day, 18 runs short
of their victory target.

While Cornwall took centerstage, Kraigg
Brathwaite (3/25) and Jomel Warrican (3/47)
grabbed the remaining wickets as Bangladesh were
bowled out for 213 on the fourth day.

The West Indies made 409 and 117 runs in
their two innings and Bangladesh were all out for
296 in their first innings. The tourists had won
the first Test by three wickets. which was anoth-
er thriller with debutant Kyle Mayers scoring a
record-breaking fourth-inning double century.

Cornwall took centrestage as spinners picked
up all 10 wickets in a famous win.

Mehidy Hasan hit two sixes and three fours
late in the day to add drama after the hosts lost
their ninth wicket but the West Indies kept their
cool to deny them a come-from-behind win.

“I would say this is a team effort. The one-
day team didn’t do well. But we had some plans
and came on top,” said skipper Kraigg Brathwaite.

The West Indies had lost the ODI series 3-0.
“Coming over here with all the protocols in

place, it is huge,” he added.
“Very thankful for this opportunity. I’m very

proud of the boys. It means everything back
home.”
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Give Rishabh Pant a
“break” from constant

comparisons and let him go
from strength to strength, his
senior India teammate
Ravichandran Ashiwn sug-
gested on Sunday.

Be it for his keeping or
batting, be it with one of
India’s greatest or any other
player, Pant needs a break
from all sorts of comparisons,
expressed Ashiwn, who has
been keeping the young
stumper on his toes with
deliveries that look like fetch-
ing their team wickets every
now and then.

“He was constantly com-
pared with the great MS
Dhoni for a long time. Now he
gets compared for his wicket-
keeping with (Wriddhiman)
Saha, this that and all that,
sometimes it’s just better to
give a break and let people
build on confidence,” Ashwin
said at the end of the second
day’s play  during which he
collected his 29th five-for in
Test cricket.

On his swashbuckling
w i c k e t k e e p e r- b a t s m a n ,
Ashwin continued, “With
respect to Rishabh’s keeping,

the name of the game is con-
fidence right, he has been
batting well, he has been
working incredibly hard on
his keeping as well...

“And sometimes, when
you are constantly being com-

pared to someone who has
done well for years, it can be
really hard, I really do feel for
Rishabh, on a lot occasions,
when I am watching games
from home where he is play-
ing the white-ball format.

“He has definitely got the
ability, that is why he is here

and I have no doubt he will go
from strength to strength.”

After playing a key role in
India’s incredible series win in
Australia last month, Pant
said the comparisons with
Dhoni are flattering but added
he wants to carve his own
identity in the game.
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Pakistan clinched a four-wicket vic-
tory over South Africa in the third

and final T20I with eight balls to spare
at the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore on
Sunday to clinch the series 2-1.

South Africa were all at sea and
despite heroics from David Miller,
who scored an unbeaten 85, and
Tabraiz Shamsi’s career-best of 4-25,
Pakistan were too good for the visitors
as Hasan Ali and Mohammad Nawaz
clubbed 20 runs off the penultimate
over, bowled by Andile Phehlukwayo
(2.4-0-37-0), to clinch the game and the
series with some space to spare.

Babar Azam had won the toss and
had asked Heinrich Klaasen’s men to bat
first. South Africa had slumped to 48
for six and 67 for seven before Miller’s
exploits pushed the South African
effort to a respectable 164 for eight.

Miller clubbed five boundaries
and seven sixes, four of which came in
the final over of the innings, bowled by
Faheem Ashraf (3-0-38-0), in his 45-ball
innings after the entire South African
batting order had been caught like a
deer in the headlights.

In reply, Shamsi had bamboozled
the Pakistan top-order to leave South
Africa with hope of clinching a victo-
ry from the jaws of defeat but a lack of

support proved the difference as
Pakistan reached 169 for six with still
eight balls remaining in the match.

The only support Miller received in
the South African effort was from open-
er Janneman Malan. The Cobras man
struck three fours and a six from 17 balls
before being trapped leg before from
debutant legspinner, Zihad Mahmood
(4-0-40-3).

For Pakistan, Mohammad Rizwan,
who scored a century and a fifty in the
first two games, along with new part-
ner Haider Ali (15), gave the home side
a good start with an opening stand of
51 from just 37 balls.


,���168#; $06

Atired-looking Dominic Thiem
became the highest seed to fall

at this year’s Australian Open when
the US Open champion was sent
tumbling out in straight sets by
Grigor Dimitrov in the fourth
round on Sunday while ailing world
No 1 Novak Djokovic battled past
Milos Raonic to keep his title
defence alive.

The night match’s scheduling
gave Djokovic the maximum

amount of time to recover from
a midriff muscle injury sus-
tained in his five-set win
over American Taylor Fritz

late on Friday. And not oper-
ating at his best, Djokovic

dropped a set but won 7-6(4), 4-6,
6-1, 6-4 in a bruising battle. It was
the Serb’s win No 300 in Grand Slam
events.

Earlier, Thiem, the Austrian
third seed and last year’s losing final-
ist, appeared to lack energy after ral-
lying to beat Nick Kyrgios over five
gruelling sets on Friday in front of
a raucous crowd. He struggled to
match the intensity of the 18th-seed-

ed Bulgarian on a silent, fan-free
Rod Laver Arena and slumped out
6-4, 6-4, 6-0 in 2hr 1min.

Former world No 3 Dimitrov
will now play giant-killing Russian
qualifier Aslan Karatsev in the
quarter-finals after he stunned 20th
seed Felix Auger-Aliassime over five
sets. The power-hitting 27-year-old,
a virtual unknown before the tour-
nament started, battled back from
two sets down to upset the Canadian

3-6, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3, 6-4 on Margaret
Court Arena.

Also, Alexander Zverev totted
up his 50th Grand Slam win when
he beat Serbia’s Dusan Lajovic in
straight sets to reach the quarter-
finals.

The German sixth seed was
tested in the first two sets but
found it easier in the third, sealing
his 6-4, 7-6 (7/5), 6-3 victory with
an ace.
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�� With apologies to
Harbhajan Singh, R Ashwin on
Sunday cherished surpassing his
former India teammate’s number
of Test wickets in the country.

With 266 scalps, Ashiwn is
now only behind spin legend
Anil Kumble’s 350 wickets in
home Tests. Ashwin went past
Harbhajan, who took 265 wickets
in India at an average of 28.76, by
dismissing Ben Stokes with a
perfect off-spinner on the second

day of the second Test.
“When I was watching the

2001 series where Bhajju Pa
(Harbhajan) was playing, I didn’t
even imagine that I would go out
and become an off-spinner for the
country.

“I was still a batsman for my
state, trying to accelerate a career
towards batting and playing for
the country, I wasn’t sure whether
I would go on and become a play-
er for the Indian team,” Ashwin

said at a post-day conference.
The 34-year-old Ashwin, who

has so far taken 391 wickets from
76 Tests at an impressive average
of 25.26, was not aware of his feat
until he had come for the media
interaction at the end of the day’s
play.

According to Ashwin, a lot of
his teammates, when he was
young, would make fun of him as
he used to try bowling like
Harbhajan.

“Lot of my teammates from
that age, from that generation, you
know, used to make fun of me,
because I used to bowl like Bhajju
Pa, my action, I used to try and
bowl like him and all that.

“So, from there on to come
one and actually break the record
of something that he possesses,
has to be incredibly special. I did-
n’t know of it, now that I do know
of it, I feel happy. Sorry, Bhajju
Pa...,” said Ashwin. PTI
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�� It is an incredibly
challenging surface, said
England assistant coach
Graham Thorpe as India
took upper hand after dis-
missing England for 134 in
their f irst  innings on
Sunday.

“It is a very challenging
surface that is what I am
going to say. In terms of me
commenting on the pitch I
think that is for someone
above me to look at.

“It was incredibly chal-
lenging on that surface for
us on day two. Theirs is
obviously a very skilled spin
attack as well on their own
conditions. And it was a
very good toss to win,”
Thorpe said at press confer-
ence.

Decisions by the third

umpire have come in for
criticism in the match so far
and on Sunday there was an
issue over Rohit Sharma
being ruled not out on
review after he was ruled out
by the on-field umpire.

However,  Thorpe
offered straight bat, saying
“we have to accept the deci-
sion.”

“We have to trust the
technology...That’s really all
I  can say,” the former
England batsman said to a
question if there was a sense
of frustration with the
Decision Review System.

Asked how the England
batsmen would need to bat
on a tricky pitch like the one
here, Thorpe said the bats-
men had plans but could not
execute. PTI
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Munich: Bayern Munich is signing French

defender Dayot Upamecano from Bundesliga
rival Leipzig in its first transfer for next season.
The Bavarian powerhouse said in a statement on
Sunday that the 22-year-old Upamecano had
agreed a five-year deal through June 2026
effective from July 1. Bayern is making use of a
42.5 million euro ($51.5 million) buyout clause
in Upamecano's current contract at Leipzig,
which would otherwise have run to 2023.
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Melbourne: Indian tennis player Ankita

Raina recorded her first victory in the singles
main draw of a WTA Tour event with a three-
set win over Elisabetta Cocciaretto at the Phillip
Island Trophy here on Sunday. Ankita came from
behind to beat the Italian 5-7, 6-1, 6-2 in the
opening round of the $235,238 hard court tour-
nament. The two-hour and 11 minutes win will
take Ankita to her new career-high singles rank
of 156 from 181. If she goes deep, then she will
ensure her place in top-150. 
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Dubai: Teenaged high jumpers Praveen

Kumar and Nishad Kumar produced their per-
sonal best efforts to take a Gold each and set new
Asian records as the curtains came down on the
12th Fazza International World Para Athletics
Grand Prix here. Praveen's and Nishad's Gold
medal-winning efforts were the high points for
India who also had three Silver and a Bronze on
Saturday, to end their campaign at the champi-
onships with 23 medals. At the end of the com-
petition, India were among the top finishers in
the medal tally with Thailand returning home
with 34 medals, while Turkey, Kenya and India
finished with 23 each.
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LUCKNOW: Dainik
Jagran on Sunday
began their cam-
paign of the Media
Cup Twenty20
Cricket Tournament
in style, beating
defeating Ditital Media by 27 runs at the KD
Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium here. In another match of
the day, Photo Journalists XI defeated The
Pioneer by 10 wickets to collect full point in a
Group A match.
BRIEF SCORES
Dainik Jagran 132/4 in 20 overs (Prahlad Mawri
45, Rohit Srivastava 20, Sunil Singh 17, Saurabh
Singh 2/19, Himanshu Dixit 2/23) beat Digital
Media 105 in 18.3 overs (Abhilash Mishra 16,
Vinod 3/12, Alok Mishra 3/27, Sunil Singh 2/20).
The Pioneer 70 in 16.2 overs (Shalabh Saxena
17, Ashutosh 14, Kayam Raza 4/12, Kashif Khan
2/13, Ashutosh Tripathi 2/19) lost to Photo
Journalists XI 71/0 in 8.5 overs (Kashif Hasan
42*, Satyendra Mehrotra 17*).


