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With political temperature
running high ahead of

the Assembly polls, the
Election Commission (EC) on
Friday announced that voting
for five Assembly polls will
begin on March 27 with West
Bengal going for an eight-
phase elections till April 9 and
Assam for a three-phase exer-
cise till April 6. The Assembly
polls in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Puducherry will be held in a
single phase on April 6.

The counting will be held
for all five States on May 2.
With the announcement of
poll schedules, the model code
of conduct came into effect
from Friday evening. Terms of
the Legislative Assemblies in
West Bengal, Assam, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu are coming to
an end in May and June.

Announcing the election
schedule, Chief Election
Commission Sunil Arora said
that nearly 18.68 crore electors
will vote at 2.7 lakh polling sta-
tions for 824 seats in these
Assembly elections and polling
stations will be at the ground
floor without any negotiation.

“There shall be maximum
1,000 electors instead of 1,500
electors at a polling station and
voting will be allowed for an
extra hour, adding that
arrangements would be made
for candidates to file nomina-
tions online,” he said. 

In Assam, elections will be
held for 126 seats in three

phases on March 26 (47 seats),
April 1 (39 seats), April 6 (40
seats). The last date of nomi-
nation is March 9.

Announcing the schedules
for West Bengal, Arora said,
“For 294 seats in West Bengal,
the first phase of the election
has been scheduled on March
27 and it will cover 30 con-
stituencies. The second phase
of West Bengal’s Assembly elec-
tions has been scheduled for
April 1 and will cover 30 con-
stituencies, followed by the
third phase on April 6 for 31
seats, the fourth on April 10 for
44 constituencies, the fifth on
April 17 for 45 seats, sixth for
43 seats on April 22, seventh
phase on April 26 for 36 seats
and last and eighth phase on
April 29 for 35 seats.”

Last time, the Assembly

elections were conducted in
seven phases in Bengal. A total
of 68 seats are reserved for the
Scheduled Castes and 16 for the
Scheduled Tribes. Term of the
current West Bengal Assembly
is scheduled to come to an end
on May 30.

The election for the 140
seats in Kerala, 234 seats in
Tamil Nadu and 30 seats
Puducherry will be held in a
single phase on April 6.

Taking note of the threat of
intimidation and violence dur-
ing the poll campaign, the EC
has directed that the election
security plan of poll-going
States will be jointly decided by
a committee comprising the
chief electoral officer, State
police nodal officer and Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
coordinator.  According to offi-

cials, over  6,600 polling sta-
tions in West Bengal have been
identified as “vulnerable” and
715 critical ahead of the
Assembly elections while over
2,654 polling stations has been
identified as “critical” and 338
vulnerable in Assam.

Recounting the Covid-19
guideline issued by the com-
mission in August 2020, the
CEC said polling time has
been extended by an hour and
door-to-door campaigning has
been restricted to five people.
He added that States can mod-
ify the guidelines according to
their local Covid-19 situation.
The CEC also said that ade-
quate Central paramilitary

forces will be deployed during
the elections. All sensitive, crit-
ical and vulnerable polling sta-
tions have been identified and
an adequate number of CAPFs
will be deployed there.

Continued on Page11
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After India and China pulled
back troops from the

Pangong Tso (lake) stand-off
site in Ladakh, New Delhi has
stressed the need for disen-
gagement from all the other
friction points for lasting peace
and tranquility at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

Making this assertion dur-
ing his 75-minute-long tele-
phonic talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
Thursday, External Affairs
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
said disengagement was nec-
essary to contemplate any de-
escalation of troops. The two
sides agreed to establish a hot-
line contact for timely exchange
of views.

During the talks on
Thursday, the two Ministers
also reviewed the current situ-
ation at the LAC, the process of
smooth withdrawal of troops of

both the Armies from the
Pangong, and general ties
between the two countries,
External Affairs Ministry said
here on Friday.

The high-level political
contact took place after the dis-
engagement from the southern
and northern banks of the
Pangong lake was completed
last week. The process had
started on February 10 and the
two Corps Commanders met
on Saturday last to take stock
of the situation. They also dis-
cussed the road map for early
disengagement of troops from
face-off sites in Hot Spring,
Gogra and Depsang valley.

During his talks with his

Chinese counterpart,
Jaishankar said peace and tran-
quility on the border is essen-
tial for development of bilater-
al relations. 

Giving details of the talks,
the Ministry said India told
China bilateral relations have
been impacted severely over
last year.  “EAM said boundary
question may take time to
resolve but disturbance of
peace and tranquillity, includ-
ing by violence, will inevitably
have a damaging impact on the
relationship,” the Ministry said.
The two Ministers agreed to
remain in touch and establish
a hotline, it added.

According to a late-night
Press release issued by the
Chinese Foreign Ministry in
Beijing, Wang said China and
India should firmly follow the
right path of mutual trust and
cooperation between neigh-
bouring countries, and not go
astray with suspicion and dis-
trust nor fall back on a road of
“negative retrogression”.

Wang noted that the two
countries need to properly
handle the border issue so as to
prevent the bilateral ties from
trapping into a “vicious cycle”
because of it.

Continued on Page11
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Just as the Delhi Government
had asserted that the coron-

avirus pandemic had been
“defeated” in the national
Capital, cases are on the rise
again dramatically, as doctors
on Friday warned the numbers
could go up in the coming
months and urged people to
continue to wear masks and
follow Covid-19 safety norms.

Many doctors at leading
healthcare facilities here cau-
tioned that the rise was “alarm-
ing” with an “upsurge” in the
number of patients going there
in the last couple of days, after
the cases had shown a down-
ward spiral for nearly six weeks.

Delhi had recorded 94
fresh Covid-19 cases on
February 16, the lowest in over
nine months then. However,
after a week on February 24, it
more than doubled to 200 and
increased further to 220 on
Thursday and 256 on Friday.

Health experts and doctors
on Friday attributed this “sud-

den rise” to complacency in
people and not following Covid
appropriate behaviour and
“assuming all is well now”.

Dr Suranjit Chatterjee,
Senior Consultant, Internal
Medicine at Apollo Hospital,
said he “wasn’t surprised” to see
the rise in daily cases as so
many people have thrown cau-
tion to the wind, attending par-
ties and big social gatherings,
with many of them not even
wearing masks, let alone main-
taining social distancing.

“The coronavirus behav-
iour pattern seen in the West
and elsewhere tends to get
seen in India, a month later, as
it happened in reporting of the
first case in Kerala and so on
and so forth. So, if the US and
UK are seeing a surge again, we
should have become more
watchful and not complacent.
The next two months will be
even more critical and I would
not be surprised if the cases
show a much higher upward
trend,” he told PTI.

Continued on Page 11
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After contracting for two
quarters in a row, the

Indian economy entered the
positive territory with a growth
of 0.4 per cent in the October-
December quarter, mainly due
to good performance by the
farm, services and construction
sectors, official data showed on
Friday. 

Ahead of the release of the
GDP data, Sensex slumped by
nearly 2,000 points on the fear
that long-term growth projec-
tion may not be sustainable.   

The 0.4 per cent growth is
at the lower end of the forecast
made by most of economists
and others.

Trade and hotel industry
registered a contraction of 7.7
per cent during the third quar-
ter this fiscal, as the sectors
continued to suffer on account

of coronavirus pandemic.
According to the data

released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO), the
farm sector recorded a growth
of 3.9 per cent, and the manu-
facturing sector output grew by
1.6 per cent in the quarter
under review.

The construction sector
advanced by 6.2 per cent, while
electricity, gas, water supply,
and other utility services
clocked a 7.3 per cent growth.   

The NSO said, “GDP at
Constant (2011-12) Prices in
Q3 of 2020-21 is estimated at
�36.22 lakh crore, as against

�36.08 lakh crore in Q3 of
2019-20, showing a growth of
0.4 per cent”.

The gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) had expanded by 3.3
per cent in the corresponding
period of 2019-20. In its second
advance estimates of national
accounts, the NSO has pro-
jected 8 per cent contraction in
2020-21, showing the pan-
demic impact. In its first
advance estimates released in
January, it had projected a
contraction of 7.7 per cent for
the current fiscal as against a
growth of four per cent in
2019-20.

The economy had shrunk
by an unprecedented 24.4 per
cent in the first quarter this fis-
cal following the coronavirus
pandemic and the resultant
lockdown. In the second quar-
ter, the GDP declined 7.3 per
cent amid a perk up in eco-
nomic activities after the eas-
ing of the lockdown.

The first and second-quar-
ter GDP growth figures are
revised from (-) 24.9 per cent
and (-) 7.5 per cent provision-
al estimates, respectively,
released in November 2020.     

Continued on Page 11
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After the UK, South Africa
and Brazil Covid-19 strains

rose to touch to 194-mark on
Friday, at least 18 States, includ-
ing Maharashtra, Kerala and
Telangana have come under the
scanner of the National Centre
for Disease Control Disease

(NCDC), a Central agency for
disease surveillance and pre-
vention. 

These regions have added
almost all the cases of Covid-
19 strain from the UK, South
Africa and Brazilian variants of
SARS-CoV-2. Also, these States
are reporting a surge in the
Covid-19 cases, though the

Union Health Ministry has
denied that the increase is due
to the new variants.

The NCDC has asked
States to keep tabs on cases
with variants arriving here
from other countries as the tally
of people infected from such
strains has reached 194 in the
country, according to the latest
figures shared by the Union
Health Ministry. 

These include 187 cases of
the UK variant, six from the
South African variant while
one has been found infected by
the Brazilian one.

“The States have been told
to increase monitor interna-
tional arrivals and ensure strict
isolation of positive cases, as
per protocol as well as increase
genome sequencing in the
states,” an official from NCDC.

He also said the presence of
the foreign variants has been
also found in large States such
as Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat and Rajasthan.

Sujeet Kumar Singh, the
director of the NCDC con-
firmed that monitoring has
increased after samples from
these regions revealed the pres-
ence of mutated versions of the
virus.  “They have been further
advised to send at least 5 per
cent daily samples for genome
sequencing as per the norm,” he
added.

Continued on Page 11
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Around six weeks after her
arrest in a criminal case

filed under several charges
including attempt to murder,
labour rights activist Naudeep
Kaur was on Friday granted
bail by the Punjab & Haryana
High Court.

Kaur was arrested in
Haryana’s Sonipat for gherao-
ing an industrial unit and
demanding money from a
company on January 12. Police
had claimed that a team of
cops was attacked with sticks,
resulting in injuries to 7 cops.

A case under the IPC sec-
tion 307 (attempt to murder),
384 (punishment for extor-
tion), 148 (rioting), 353 (assault
or criminal force to deter pub-
lic servant from discharge of his
duty) and 379 B (snatching and
use of force) was registered.

Continued on Page 11
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US President Joe Biden
believes that it is important

and long overdue to mod-
ernise the immigration system,
and this includes taking steps
to help ensure highly skilled
workers can stay in the coun-
try, the White House has said.

Biden has revoked a poli-
cy issued by his predecessor
during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic that blocked many Green
Card applicants from entering
the US, a move that will bene-
fit many Indians working in
America on the H-1B visa.

A Green Card, known offi-
cially as a Permanent Resident
Card, is a document issued to
immigrants to the US as evi-
dence that the bearer has been
granted the privilege of resid-
ing permanently.

“The President believes

that it’s important and long
overdue to modernise our
immigration system, and that
includes taking steps to help
ensure that high skilled work-
ers can stay in the country and
can go through the proper
processes to stay in the coun-
try,” White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki told
reporters at her daily news
conference on Thursday.

Continued on Page 11
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Soon after the Election
Commission of India

announced an unprecedented
8-phase Assembly election for
Bengal, a furious Mamata
Banerjee attacked the poll
panel accusing it of playing a
prejudiced role to the advan-
tage of the BJP.

The TMC chief said the
ECI was “following the com-
mands of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah,” and that
the “people of Bengal will not
forgive them for giving us
such a humiliating deal.”

Emerging from a
Trinamool Congress core com-
mittee meeting, she said, “I
have reports that the list of
phase-wise elections found in
the BJP office completely
matches with the EC’s
announcement … I think as a
Constitutional body it should
have been more reasonable,
impartial while deciding on the
number of phases.”

Bengal had witnessed 7-
phased elections in 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.

Wondering as to why polls
would be held in four other
States in lesser number of
phases, Mamata said, “They
are conducting elections in

Assam in three phases, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala in single
phase, but they are holding
elections in Bengal in 8 phas-
es … why they are heaping
such an insult on the people of
Bengal … the people will not
take this lightly.”

The Bengal Chief Minister
also said, “The EC is an impor-
tant Constitutional body. If
they do not give justice to the
people then who will they
turn to? I came to know that
the election dates have been

given as per the requisition of
the BJP… tell me why the dis-
tricts have been divided in
halves for the conduct of the
elections… Moreover districts
like South 24 Parganas where
the TMC is stronger, the elec-
tions are being held in three
phases… This means that the
polls have been planned as per
the desire of the Modi and
Shah. But let me tell you the
Prime Minister and Home
Minister cannot misuse their
power like this.”
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New Delhi: Everyone on elec-
tion duty for the upcoming
polls for five Assemblies will be
vaccinated against Covid-19
before polling day, the Election
Commission said on Friday.
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Thiruvananthapuram: In
view of rise in fresh Covid-19
cases, the Kerala Government
will conduct RT-PCR tests
free of cost for expatriates
returning to the State, the
Government said on Friday as
3,671 more peopled tested
positive, taking the infection
count to 10.52 lakh.
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NOTICE

I lost bag containing KDA allot-
ment letters numbered 2880 &
2849 both dt.18.2.89. alongwith
Possession Letters of house
nos.MI-303-304, Barra-2,
Kanpur in the names of Indra
Pal Kanojiia and Jitendra
Kumar Tiwari respectively. ITS
USE WILL BE ILLEGAL.
Bharat Bhushan Juneja S/o
Late Raghunath Juneja R/0 MI-
303, Barra-2, Kanpur
7905473049

NOTICE

That my name earlier was
rajiv singh.That I have changed
my name as rajeev kumar
singh.At present all the records
have my new name rajeev
kumar singh.Rajeev kumar
singh s/o Harishankar singh
Residence: 636/129 jaynagar
takrohi, Indira nagar lucknow
district:lucknow.

NOTICE

I Pramila devi w/o sub uma
shankar unit 4 (|) ABSC C/O
56APO submit army record
name Parmila devi and date of
birth 01/07/1976 which is incor-
rect. Whereas in civil document
my name Pramila devi and
date of birth 25/02/1980 men-
tioned which is true and cor-
rect. Pramila devi w/o uma
shankar Village. Raimala
tehsil.zamania district.
Ghazipur

NOTICE

I Suman Verma w/o Raj
Kishore R/o 3A/11, Forest
Colony, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti
Nagar, Lucknow. That I have
changed my daughter's name
from Tanishka Bharti to
Tanishka Verma. In future she
will be known as Tanishka
Verma.

NOTICE

I  No-15432831 M Rank
NK/DVR Harish Kumar Ojha,
my wife's name in my service
record was wrongly mentioned
as NAMRATA OJHA. Her cor-
rect name is NAMRATA
MISHRA as per affidavit No-
3027/18.02.2021

�����

��	
� ICICI ����
� ���
�������������Neelima Kaushal
Dob 01-01-1967 �������������

�������������������	�������	�� !
�� ����� !� ���� Neelima Gupta
Dob 03-04-1967 ���"��#$������%&�
'�
�����(����)��*���������
�����������$�+�������Neelima
Gupta W/o Late ,��)-.� �%��	
�%/���01�2��3���4
��	�����%	

NOTICE

I HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM INDERJEET
SINGH TO INDERJEET
SINGH RAYAT. INDERJEET
SINGH RAYAT S/O LATE
SURJEET SINGH RAYAT R/O
14 HIG, DOUBLE STORY,
BARRA-2, KANPUR NAGAR.

NOTICE

I HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM SHIVANGI
SHARMA TO SHIVANGI
KAUR RAYAT. SHIVANGI
KAUR RAYAT W/O SUKHVIN-
DER SINGH RAYAT R/O 14
HIG, DOUBLE STORY,
BARRA-2, KANPUR NAGAR.

NOTICE

I HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM SUKHVINDER
SINGH TO SUKHVINDER
SINGH RAYAT SUKHVINDER
SINGH RAYAT. S/O INDER-
JEET SINGH RAYAT R/O 14
HIG, DOUBLE STORY,
BARRA-2, KANPUR NAGAR. 

NOTICE

I have changed my name
from Nabiullah to Mohd.
Ahmad. In future I shall be
known as Mohd. Ahmad. Both
names Nabiullha & Mohd.
Ahmad to one & the same per-
son. Mohd. Ahmad S/o Late
Shah Mohammad, Vil l .
Kuramuridan, Tahsil Sirathu,
Distt. Kaushambi.
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Lucknow (PNS): Joint secretary in the
Home Department, Dhirendra Kumar Upadhyay,
was suspended by the state government on
Thursday night. According to an official commu-
niqué released on Thursday night, Additional
Chief Secretary (Secretariat Administration)
Hemant Rai issued the suspension order of
Upadhyay on the directions of Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Awanish Kumar Awasthi.

During a preliminary inquiry, it was found
that Upadhyay, during his posting in the Home
department, indulged in irregularities and issued
letters to district administrations without taking
the necessary consent of his seniors.

During his suspension period, Upadhyay will
be attached with the Section-1 of the Secretariat
Administration.
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With its commitment to
making the youth of

Uttar Pradesh self-reliant and
self-sufficient, the state govern-
ment will impart apprentice-
ship training to over 86,000
youths under the Chief
Minister Apprenticeship
Promotion Scheme.

A training allowance of Rs
2,500 will also be given during
the training.

Earlier, over 50,000 youths
were imparted apprenticeship
training by the Skill
Development Department in
collaboration with the micro,
small and medium enterprises.

Along with industrial
development and MSME, effi-
ciency training will be impart-
ed to youth in 18 more depart-
ments. The training will be
imparted to 5,000 youth in
Health and Family Welfare
Department, 1,000 in Urban
Development Department,
5,000 in Irrigation Department,
and 2,000 in Secondary and
Higher Education departments.
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Lucknow (PNS): The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh is all set to celebrate this
year's International Women's Day in the most dis-
tinctive way to glorify the women of the state by
naming village ponds after talented girl students for
one year.

The government will also dedicate a plantation
drive in every district to celebrate the noteworthy
role of talented women of the state in UP's devel-
opment and to encourage campaigns like Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao.

"To glorify the achievements of the meritori-
ous daughters of classes 10 and 12, a pond will be
renamed after them for a span of an entire year in
every gram sabha," an official said here on Friday.

The beautification of the ponds having boards
with the name of meritorious daughters will be done
under MGNREGA. The Yogi government, with its
commitment to uplifting the weaker and deprived
women of the state, will also set up women help
desks at village, block, tehsil and district levels to
not only address the grievances of women from var-
ious sections but also to fulfill their hopes by find-
ing appropriate solutions for them.

"Information related to women rights in the rev-
enue laws and other online facilities for women will
be provided by the Revenue Department," the offi-
cial said. The women help desk will also allot land
pattas approved in the financial year 2020-21 to the
eligible and needy women coming from rural back-
grounds on March 8   the International Women's
Day.
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With the aim to popularise Sanskrit, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has

issued directives to provide free meals and
accommodation to underprivileged students in
Sanskrit schools similar to the Gurukul system.

"This step will serve as a solution to all the
problems faced by the school administration in
providing food to so many children," a senior offi-
cial said here on Friday.

He said for opening up the digital landscape

of an advanced learning forum for students, the
government had also decided to install comput-
ers in over 200 Sanskrit schools where comput-
ers are not installed.

Last year, computers were installed by the UP
Sanskrit Sansthan in Sanskrit schools in 72 dis-
tricts. The remaining schools in the state will be
computerised by the Sanskrit Sansthan this year.

"Educational institutions that have a higher
enrollment will be upgraded on priority and the
Sanskrit Education Council has started to draft the
list of such schools," the official said.

Acharya Dr Vachaspati Mishra, president of
Uttar Pradesh Sanskrit Sansthan, Lucknow, said
that all educational institutions under the flagship
of UP Sanskrit Sansthan had experienced a dig-
ital upgrade. He appreciated the decision of the
state government of issuing press releases in
Sanskrit in order to make the language popular
among larger and diverse groups.

"The  formation of Uttar Pradesh Sanskrit
Education Directorate will give a new dimension
to the Sanskrit language in the state," Acharya
Mishra said.

Lucknow (PNS): A farmer and his
son were detained by the police in Sant
Kabir Nagar after currency notes in the
denomination of Rs 500 having a face
value of Rs 80,000 that they came to
deposit in a bank were found to be
counterfeit by the officials.

The incident took place on
Thursday and the local police later
summoned the sleuths of the Anti-
Terrorists Squad to help them in the
probe and to find out the source from
where the fake currency was supplied.

The cops were grilling the detained
farmer and his son and further action
against them is awaited.

The cops claimed that they were
trying to confirm whether the accused

were aware that the currency was fake
or they were duped by some gang
involved in pumping fake currency in
the country.   It may be mentioned that
a few years back also, a huge amount
of fake currency kept in the chest of a
nationalised bank situated on the
Indo-Nepal border was recovered by
the police.

Reports said Abdul Hakim, a
farmer hailing from Baghnagar in
Dudhara area of Sant Kabir Nagar,
reached the State Bank of India (SBI)
branch in Dishes police station area on
Thursday to deposit Rs 80,000 in his
account. His son, Wazihuddin, was
accompanying him.

The cashier reportedly became

suspicious after he found a few notes
to be fake. He checked the cash in the
machine and found that all the 160
notes of Rs 500 denomination were
fake. He informed the branch manag-
er who called the police and also sent
the cash to SBI's main branch in Basti
which confirmed that the notes were
counterfeit.

During interrogation, Hakim said
that he was a farmer and the marriage
of his daughter was fixed in Ganeshpur
and the cash was brought by his son.

Wazihuddin later disclosed that a
youth gave tuition in Ganeshpur from
whom he took the cash for his sister's
marriage and also to start some work
for his livelihood.

Lucknow (PNS): A dispute
between Thakurs and Dalits
over some construction work
took a violent turn on Friday
when agitated over a com-
plaint filed against them, the
Thakurs attacked the Dalits,
critically injuring ten of them.

The incident took place in
the City Kotwali area of
Bhadohi and the victims were
shifted to hospital.

A heavy police force has
been deployed in the area to
avert any further clash.

The Dalits blamed the lack-
adaisical attitude of the police
for the violent attack. "We had
filed a complaint regarding
the dispute over illegal con-
struction by the Thakurs. The
police, however, did not take
the matter with the seriousness
it deserved," said Sewalal,
adding that had the cops taken
action in the matter, he and his
colleagues would not have been
attacked.

Reports said that Umra
Bahadur Singh, hailing from
Umri hamlet of Pipri in

Bhadohi, was doing some con-
struction work which was
opposed by his Dalit neigh-
bour, Sewalal.

Sewalal filed a complaint to
the local police, with the
request to get the construction
work stopped as it was "illegal".

Agitated over the filing of
a report by the Dalit family, the
Thakurs, on Friday morning,
attacked the Dalits with sticks
and rods in which about a
dozen persons were injured.

Luckily some neighbours
called Dial-112 and the cops
rushed to the spot and rescued
the victims. The cops shifted
ten of the injured to Maharaja
Balwant Singh Government
Hospital.

Those critically injured
were identified as Sewalal,
Pramod, Vinod, Manoj, Pyari
Devi, Kanchan, Pooja, Neetu,
and Mahendra.

A case was registered in
this regard and efforts were
being made to nab the accused
who are reportedly absconding
from their houses.
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To give a new identity to Ram Nagri
Ayodhya on a global scale, the Central

government has sanctioned Rs 250 crore
for the construction of the Maryada
Purushottam Shri Ram International
Airport  so that aircraft like ATR 72 can
be operated from there.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for the assistance. "I am sharing my heart-
felt gratitude to PM Modi and Union
Minister Hardeep Puri for sanctioning
funds," he said.

Yogi Adityanath said that the state
and Central governments had opened the
coffers for Ayodhya's development pro-
jects. "A lot of plans are being put forward
to develop international tourism in
Ayodhya," he said.

The chief minister said, "Indians
spread across the world have a wish to
visit Ram Nagri. Therefore, the UP gov-
ernment sent a proposal to the
Government of India to develop the
airstrip at Ayodhya as an international air-
port." Yogi Adityanath said that over Rs
1,000 crore had been allocated to the
Ayodhya district administration for the
project out of which the Central govern-
ment had disbursed Rs 250 crore.

So far, more than 377 acres of land has
been purchased for the airport.
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A9-year-old boy missing since
February 14 from Maharajganj

Tarai locality of Balrampur district
was found murdered. His body
was recovered from a gunny bag
lying near a village pond on
Thursday evening.

The police later swung into
action and claimed to have arrest-
ed two local youths   Vijay Kumar
and Mubaraq aka Armaan   on
Friday, adding that both had con-
fessed that they killed the boy after
sodomy.

According to Station House
Officer PN Tewari, the family of the
victim informed them that the boy
went to see a fair on February 14
and was missing since then. His
father had lodged a report of miss-
ing. The cops launched a search for
the boy and on Thursday they
found his body. As the boy was seen
with the both accused on the fate-
ful day, the cops picked them up and
on being grilled they confessed of
taking the boy in the cane fields and
strangulated him to death after
having unnatural sex.

Both the accused were sent to
jail.  

Meanwhile in Agra, a minor girl
was kidnapped from a hospital in a
movie style. The accused involved
in the alleged kidnapping had gone
to jail once on similar charge. This
time he used a different modus
operandi to take away the girl.

The girl, who came to the hos-
pital to take medicine with her aunt,
wore a burqa and slipped with the
accused very comfortably. The aunt
kept waiting in the hospital and after
learning about the incident, she
lodged a report with the local
police.

In the CCTV footage, the girl
was seen going with the accused,
identified as Mehtab Rana from
Meerut, without any stress. Since
she is a minor, her acceptance does
not matter.

According to the family, the
man who abducted her is Mehtab,
a resident of Meerut. The family told
police that the girl was 17-year-old.
Soon after learning of the crime, the
cops conducted raids in search of
the victim and the accused.

On Thursday, she came from
her home in Taraganj area to the
Dayalbagh hospital to take medi-
cines with her aunt when the inci-
dent took place. The accused even

threatened the family through an
internet call.

SP (City) Botre Rohan Pramod
said the girl's father was a hotel
worker. Mehtab Rana also worked
in the same hotel. In 2018, he had
kidnapped a teenager for the first
time. The police had mounted pres-
sure on the family members of
Mehtab following which they hand-
ed over the teen at the Meerut police
station. The statements were record-
ed in the court. Based on the state-
ments, police registered an abduc-
tion case.

A few months after the incident,
the accused again abducted the girl
for a second time. The accused was
arrested by police on the directions
of the High Court at the time. For
the third time in the last two years,
the accused again abducted the girl.

Surprisingly, Mehtab is married
still he lured the victim and took her.

The family members accused
the Tajganj police in Agra of not tak-
ing the matter seriously. They said
that Mehtab was arrested earlier but
the cops took no action against the
other accused while in the kidnap-
ping for the second time, the state-
ment of the girl was also not record-
ed before a magistrate.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday thanked

the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
functionaries for their relentless ser-
vice to mankind over a period of last
96 years and said if anybody want-
ed to know about RSS, he or she
should look at the work the organi-
sation had done to serve society.

He said the kind of service the
RSS had extended during the most
trying times of Covid, signified the
philosophy and outlook of the organ-
isation.

Addressing a function on the
occasion of the release of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh Swarnim Bharat
ke Dishasootra, a book written by

senior RSS functionary Sunil
Ambekar, Yogi said that this book
would present a guiding direction to
the country as the vision of India and
the vision of RSS had always been the

same.
" Four years from now, the RSS

will be celebrating its centenary, an
achievement for any organisation
which has helped humanity without
taking any government help and that
too without seeking any limelight,"
he said.

He said that it would be hard to
imagine the overpowering feeling of
nationality among the RSS which
went down south to build
Vivekananda Memorial and up in the
north to set up service camps for
devotees of Amarnath.

The chief minister recalled that
during his days as Member of
Parliament from Gorakhpur, youth
used to come to him asking for rec-
ommendation letters for free coach-

ings to aspiring students in Delhi and
Mumbai. Similarly, I came to know
that this organisation used to run
facilities for the attendants of the
patients at Tata Cancer Hospital in
Mumbai or SGPGI, Lucknow. I used
to tell everyone that no recommen-
dation letter was required because the
spirit to serve the needy had always
been the way with this organisation.

Similarly, he said, the medical
facilities which had been extended by
them during Kumbh were praisewor-
thy by any yardstick.

He said that "another remarkable
feature of RSS was that it never tried
to impose its ideology on others. "It
does not rejoice when admired and
does not sulk when criticised," he
said.
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Hitting out at Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Samajwadi Party nation-

al President Akhilesh Yadav said that the
language used by the chief minister
against opposition leaders was against the
spirit of democracy.

"The language of the chief minister is
unlike the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh.
The words he used like "patak kar maroon-
ga" or "thok doonga" shows the mentali-
ty of the chief minister. Such statements
are against the spirit of democracy,"
Yadav told reporters in Mirzapur on
Friday.

He said that Yogi Adityanath always
tried to intimidate his political rivals. "The
BJP has cheated people in the last four
years. It has failed to implement the man-
ifesto. The budget which the government
presented recently in the assembly is
against the poor but it is pro-industrial-
ists," he said.

Yadav said that the people were fac-
ing the brunt of the mis-governance of the
BJP government and the prices of petrol
and diesel had gone up.

"Look at the farmers who are staging
protests against the government's three
farm laws. The farmers do not want new
laws but the government is forcibly imple-
menting them," he said and added that

people would teach the BJP a lesson in the
coming election.  

The former chief minister had come
to the district to attend the three-day train-
ing camp of the party workers.  "The
Samajwadi Party will form the government
after next elections. Last time when we

formed the government we had organised
a training camp here and with the bless-
ing of Ma Vindhyavasini the SP formed
the government," he said and added that
this time too the party would form gov-
ernment as the campaign had started from
here.  
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Office Of The Chief Postmaster General, 
UP Circle, Lucknow-226001 

Dak Adalat
*************

A Dak Adalat is being organized in the office of the Chief Postmaster
General, UP Circle Lucknow in the chamber of Chief PMG at 12.00 Hrs.
on 07.04.2021 to settle the complaints of the customers.

The complaints of the speed post, Parcel Registered letters, Value
Payables, Money Orders, Saving Bank and Postal Life Insurance etc.
will be heard and efforts will be made to settle them on the spot.

Grievances in respect of above services may be sent to the Assistant
Director (PG), Office of the Chief Postmaster General, UP. Circle Lucknow
226001 up to 26.03.2021. The complaint received after this date will not
be considered in the aforesaid Dak Adalat. 

Only those complaints should be submitted in which no response
has been received from the concerned Postmaster General / Sr. Supdt.
Of Post Offices / Supdt. Of Post Offices of the Circle. A proof of prefer-
ring such complaints before the Dak Adalat to concerned PMGs/Divisional
Heads be sent alongwith the complaints being made for consideration
in the above Dak Adalat. 

Word "FOR DAK ADALAT" should be scribed on the top of envel-
op and complaints. 

Assistant Director (PG) 
O/0 CPMG Office, UP Circle, 

Lucknow-226001

Lucknow (PNS): An 11-year-
old girl was raped allegedly by
an acquaintance on Thursday
evening. The accused, identified
as Shailendra Srivastava of
Hussainganj was arrested by
police. Police said the girl was
cycling her way to a playground
on Thursday evening when she
met Shailendra. The accused
offered to take to a nearby
eatery. However, he took her to
an isolated place near railway
tracks and raped her before flee-
ing the place.

In the meantime, her par-
ents started searching for the girl
even as she did not return
home. Later, the girl reached
home and fell unconscious. Her
parents rushed her to a private
clinic where she regained con-
sciousness around midnight
and narrated her ordeal to her
parents, who lodged a police
complaint. The girl, who is a
class V student, told her moth-

er that she was sexually assault-
ed by Shailendra, who is aged
around 23 years and a business
management student. The
accused was rounded up for
interrogation on Friday.

Meanwhile, a 23-year-old
woman, identified as Reema,
hanged herself at her parents’
house in Hasiamau under
Sushant Golf City police sta-
tion. Her father Bhagwan Deen
alleged that his daughter com-
mitted suicide due to atrocities
by her husband Sai Lal over
dowry demands. Reema got
married in 2013. Bhagwan
Deen told the police that she
used to run away from her
house house when she was
unable to withstand the torture.
However, she would go back on
the advice of elders. She came
to her parents’ house on
February 23. She was found
hanging from the ceiling on
Friday morning.
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Thieves struck at a promi-
nent jewellery showroom

in Aminabad and made off
with ornaments worth crores
on the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday. 

Police claimed the number
of culprits involved in the
theft was more than two.
Commission of Police DK
Thakur inspected the show-
room (Lala Jugal Kishore
Jewellers) situated near
Hanuman Mandir in
Aminabad to take the stock of
the investigation. He claimed
that the case would be worked
out soon. 

Reports said that the valu-
ables were kept in the strong
room on Wednesday night,
with Thursday being the week-
ly closure of market. 

The thieves managed to
gain access to the strong room
by scaling the rear wall. The
wall of the strong room was
also damaged. The police said
that the thieves must have kept

the ornaments in bags 
before decamping with the
booty. 

There were reports that
the police would seek help of
the STF to work out the case,
however, spokesman JK Singh
did not confirm the same.
Interestingly, thieves had
struck at the Mahanagar
branch of Lala Jugal Kishore
Jewellers last year and the
theft was committed in a sim-
ilar manner. 

Sources said the same
gang might have 
been involved in both the
incidents.

Meanwhile, a junior com-
missioned officer died after he
and his colleague allegedly
indulged in a fight on Friday.
The two clashed with each
other inside the premises of
Central Command on Friday
morning. Pambha Sherpa (44)
of Darjeeling succumbed to
injuries at the Central
Command Hospital while
Ramesh Rai (45) of Nepal was
undergoing treatment.
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Registration for vaccination
of people aged above 60

years is likely to begin in the
state in two to three days. State
immunisation officer Dr Ajay
Ghai said it will also include
people aged 45 to 60 years with
co-morbidities.

People can opt for pre-reg-
istration or ‘on the spot’ regis-
tration. They can also get vac-
cinated in sessions where the
Health department makes
arrangements for people living
in a certain area by calling
them to get themselves vacci-
nated. Dr Ghai said that the
pre-registration can be done on
the mobile app which will be
launched by the Central gov-

ernment shortly.
“The sites of registration

will be mentioned in the
CoWIN app and people who
want to register can choose the
site, date and time of vaccina-
tion. The slots will be there and
they will be able to choose the
sites closest to them,” he said.
The official said that they had
a meeting with the Central gov-
ernment officials who gave
them instructions in this regard
and they will hold a meeting at
the state level to make further
plans for the state.

“We will likely have a soft
launch for these vaccinations
somewhere in the first week of
March since the sessions are
already going on for health
workers,” he said.

The immunisation officer
said that there will be some
changes in the CoWIN portal
which will now be called
CoWIN-2 portal. “We will
have to incorporate these
changes also and from the sec-
ond week of March we will go
full fledged. The planning for
the vaccinations may take the
next two days” he said.

Meanwhile, 89 per cent of
the beneficiaries received their
second dose in the vaccination
drive in Lucknow on Friday.
District immunisation officer
Dr MK Singh  said 6,941 out
of a total of 7,811 beneficiaries
got vaccinated. As many as 777
people also got their first dose.
Dr Singh said they had vacci-
nated over 58 per cent of the
second dosers by 2 pm. The
sessions were carried out at 102
booths. He said that the
focused surveillance and con-
tact tracing were on in the
same manner at the airport,

bus & railway stations. “We are
also testing people who have
come from outside of the dis-
trict and staying in city hotels.
We have all the details of such
people. We have a list of 40
such people and they will be
tested,” he said.

Meanwhile, Principal
Secretary Amit Mohan Prasad
said that in view of the fresh
spike of Covid cases in
Maharashtra and Kerala, visi-
tors from these two states
should be quarantined and
kept under surveillance upon
their arrival in UP. He said that
these passengers should be
tested at the airport or railway
stations. Prasad that local
monitoring committees should
keep an eye on people coming
from these two states. The
principal secretary also said
that there   should be proper
monitoring of patients 
with acute respiratory 
problems.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

has stressed on focus testing
of COVID-19 and has said
that testing work has an
important role in breaking the
coronavirus infection chain.
He said keeping this in mind
more and more Covid tests
should be done. He also said
that it should be ensured that
not less than 1.25 lakh tests
were conducted per day in the
state.

The chief minister made
these observations while
reviewing the unlock at a
high-level meeting at his offi-
cial residence here on Friday.
He said that extra vigilance
should be taken in the state in
view of the increase in coro-

navirus positive cases in some
states. He said in Uttar
Pradesh, arrangements
should be made to ensure
contact tracing and quaran-
tine of people coming from
outside states.

The chief minister also
said that an effective system
should be maintained in rela-
tion to the prevention and
treatment of COVID-19. He
said integrated command and
control centres established in
the districts should be active-
ly operated and people should
be constantly made aware
about preventive measures
to keep coronavirus at bay. He
also issued instructions that
people should be made aware
through public address sys-
tems and other media in this
regard.
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Office of the Superintending Engineer, 
Jhansi Circle P.W.D., Jhansi 

No- 1328 / 44C-Jhs Circle/20-21 Dt: 17.02.21 
E-Tenders Notice 

1- On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and
approved Contractors registered with UP PWD, in class A, B and C for the work in column no-3. Bidders
are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders
to qualify for the award of the contract.

2-
Sl. District Name of Work cost (Rs. Bid Address of Cost of tender Period of
No in Lac) Security Executive inclusive all Complition

(Rs. in Engineer taxes with work in
Lacs) executing stationery inclusive

the work (in Rs.) rainy
season

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 Jalaun Renewal work of 128.90 8.45 C.D.-I Rs. 2500.00 12 Months

Jalaun-Bhind road P.W.D.
(SH-70) in Km. 1,2,3,4,5 Orai

2 Jalaun Renewal work of 60.80 5.04 C.D.-I Rs. 2500.00 06 Months
Aurakhi-Amkheda P.W.D.
Sarawam-Marora-Hadrukh Orai
road in Km. 1,2,3,4,5,6,
7,8,19(250)

3- Bidding Documents will be available on date 01-03-2021 to 16-03-2021 online on website
http:/etender.up.nic.in. Bids must be submitted online on or before 12:00 noon on date 16-03-2021
& the technical bids be opened online on date 17-03-2021 at 03:00 Noon 

4- Detailed informations of above tender will be available online on website http:/etender.up.nic.in. 
5- Detailed informations of above Tender will be available online on Website http://etender.up.nic.in,

http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari Registered contractor are advised to upload detail of tender on Prahari
App and there after on NIC website. 

(Er. Avadhesh Kumar) 
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 

JHANSI / JHANSI CIRGLE, PWD,
JHANSI

UP- 161132 Dt 24.2.21 
�5������6��'7�www.upgov.nic.in �	�,��8�����+

E-Tender Notice
No. 1223/401C-LKO.CIR/2020-21 Dated 20/02/2021

The S.E. Lucknow Circle, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids
online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP PWD, For Road Work class ‘A’ 'B' and
'C' Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions
to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

Sl. Dist- Name of Work Estima- Bid Tender + Categary Time of Address of Address Address
No. rict ted cost Security Stationary Compl- Executive of Superin of Chief

(Rs in (Rs in Chrges + etion Engineer tending Engineer
Lakhs) Lakhs) G.S.T. of the Engineer 

Executing
the work 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

��6� !�$$������������)��!��99��
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1 New Construction of  Maharajganj- 162.50 10.13 2000.00+ A, B, 06 PD,PWD Lucknow C.E.
Shivgarh (ODR) Km. 10 to Ganesh 3 00.00+ Month RaeBareli Circle Central
khera via mohanganj Link Road 60.00 Total P.W.D. Zone

2360.00 Lucknow. P.W.D.
Lucknow.

2 New Construction of Maharajganj- 71.50 5.58 2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
Shivgarh Road (ODR) Km. 8 to  3 00.00+ C Month
Kuti Link Road 60.00 Total

2360.00

3 New Construction of Bacchrawan- 73.00 5.65 2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
Maharajganj Road (ODR) Km 10 3 00.00+ C Month
to Barauwa to Benipur Link Road 60.00 Total
Km. 2 to Pure Badal Khan Link 2360.00
Road.

4 New Construction of Lucknow- 66.50 5.33 2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
Prayagraj Road (NH-30) Km 43 to 3 00.00+ C Month
Churuwa Sengo Bankagarh Road 60.00 Total
Km. 9 to Sengo Purangawn sariya 2360.00
Link Road km. 2 to Raikhera Link 
Road.

5 New Construction of Maharajganj- 102.50 7.13 2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
Chandapur Semrauta Road (ODR) 3 00.00+ Month
Km. 8 to Jani Dautra Road Km 4 to 60.00 Total
Sitaram purwa Link Road.  2360.00

6 New Construction of Maharajganj- 98.50 6.93 2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
Inhuna Road (ODR) km. 4 to 3 00.00+ Month
Kusmaura to Durgapur Link Road.  60.00 Total

2360.00

7 New Construction of Bachhrawan - 88.00 6.40 2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
maurawan Road (ODR) Km 8 to 3 00.00+ Month
koyali khera Link Road. 60.00 Total

2360.00

8 New Construction of Bahraich 72.50 5.63 2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
Banda Road (NH-13) Km. 165 to 3 00.00+ C Month
Guda Chandapur Link Road Km1 60.00 Total
to Pure Jorawer Khera Link Road 2360.00
Km. 1 to Pure Payam Khera Link 
Road

9 New Construction of Tilenda- 111.50 7.58 2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
Halor (ODR) Km. 4 to  Bhawani 3 00.00+ Month
Khera via Dunnakhera Link Road. 60.00 Total

2360.00

10 New Construction of Maharajganj- 55.00 4.75  2000.00+ A, B, 06 ---do--- ---do--- ---do---
Dusauti-Nigoha Road (ODR) 3 00.00+ C Month
Km 14 to Bibipur Taaluke 60.00 Total
Amawa Link Road. 2360.00

�The Rate adopted in the B.O.Q. are excluding GST Taxes. 
Bids can be downloaded online from date 01.03.2021 at 9:00 AM to 09.03.2021 at 12:00 Noon and bid

can be submitted online on or before 09.03.2021 at 12:00 Noon. The technical bids will be opened online on
date 10.03.2021 at 12:30 PM. According to the provisions of Government Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-2018/42
IT/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018 after opening of the technical and financial bids, the bidder has to submit orig-
inal documents personally in department office. In the event of non submission of original documents by
the bidder, the appropriate action will be taken in accordance with the provisions of G.O. 

Technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software, the details of which are available in
NIT enclosed with Bid Document.

All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.in

(Dinesh Kumar Kureel) (J.K. Banga)
Executive Engineer Superintending Engineer
Provincial Division Lucknow Circle

PWD. RaeBareli PWD. Lucknow
For on behalf of Governor of UP

UP 161116 Date 24.02.2021  �5������6��'7�www.upgov.nic.in �	�,��8�����+

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 
LUCKNOW CIRCLE, PWD, LUCKNOW 
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Lucknow (PNS): National Botanical Research
Institute paid tributes to its founder Prof
Kailash Nath Kaul by holding the ‘4th Prof KN
Kaul Memorial Lecture’. The institute also cel-
ebrated National Science Day on Friday. The
theme for this year was ‘Future of Science,
Technology and Innovation (STI): Impacts on
Education, Skills and Work’.

On this occasion, KN Ganeshaiah, former
professor at University of Agricultural Sciences
(GKVK, Bengaluru), was the chief guest while
Deepa Kaul, daughter of Prof KN Kaul and for-
mer UP minister, the guest of honour.

Prof KN Kaul a botanist, naturalist, agricul-
tural scientist, horticulturist, herbalist and
plant collector. On behalf of the UP government,
Prof Kaul originally conceptualised the setting
up of National Botanic Gardens (NBG), current-
ly National Botanical Research Institute (NBRI),
which was taken over by CSIR in 1953.

Deepa Kaul shared the memories of her
father and said that this pandemic has not only
given us a unique opportunity but also provid-
ed us a new perspective of looking at life. She
also appreciated the contribution of NBRI in pre-
serving the traditional knowledge and heritage.

Prof Ganeshaiah presented the memorial
lecture on ‘Do plants behave like animals?’ and
explained through various examples that plants
do not have sensory organs like eyes, nose or ears
to understand the environment around them,
however, they have sensory signals, on the basis
of which they adapt themselves to the environ-
ment. Prof Ganeshaiah said that plants receive
signals from their environment to obtain nec-
essary information and draw necessary conclu-
sions to change their behavior based on those
findings. Prof Ganeshaiah also felicitated the
employees who retired during September 2019-
August 2020, and those completing 25 years of
service.  He also declared the winner of
‘Pushpangadan Biodiversity Access and Benefit
Sharing Award-2020’. The award is given for con-
tribution to tribal welfare in India and carries
a cash prize of Rs one lakh and citation.

NBRI director Prof SK Barik also briefed the
gathering about National Science Day celebra-
tions. He said it is celebrated all over India with
enthusiasm on February 28 every year in order
to commemorate the invention of the Raman
Effect in India by Sir CV Raman. For his great
success in the field of science, Raman was hon-
oured with the Nobel Prize in Physics in the 
year 1930.

Lucknow (PNS): A state-of-the-art Data
Centre was inaugurated by Census
Commissioner Vivek Joshi at the Census
office in  Aliganj on Friday. A senior offi-
cial from the Census department said it
is one of the three centres set up in the
country. “With the census being carried
out  digitally this year, this centre will also
serve as a back-up for any problems in the
system since the digital interaction will
be carried out on a bigger scale this time
for collecting information related to cen-
sus,” he said.

The state government employees,
under the directions of respective district

magistrates, will be collecting data
through a mobile app. “We carried out
normal tabulations and processing with
the  kind of facility which was already
available, this kind of data centre becomes

necessary for a digital census,” he said,
adding that preparations are on for the
next census.

The exercise, which was supposed to
start in 2020, was called off because of the
coronavirus  pandemic and resultant lock-
down. The inauguration of the data cen-
tre also witnessed the presence of Census
Director (UP) Narendra Shankar Pandey.
He said that the census gives statistical
information about the Indian populace.
For the first digital census which is
going to be held in  the country, the data
centre has been set up to provide back-
up for the one in Delhi.
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Farmers from across the
state, undergoing skill

development  training at
BBAU, visited various science
institutes of the city. At the
National Botanical Research
Institute, the scientists told the
farmers about  the cultivation
of flowers on plain and hilly
land and  how they can
increase their income.

A senior scientist talked
about the latest technologies
of floriculture. Through his 30
years of experience,  Dr
Sharma told the farmers how
they can increase the cultiva-
tion of gladiolus flowers in
their places through scientif-
ic interventions and also pro-
vided information about the
different species of gladiolus.

The  farmers also  visited
the  Bonsai House where they
were told as to  how they can
make bonsai from home and
increase their income.

Prof Naveen Arora from
BBAU  said that with the
help of NBRI, they will also
carry out such workshops in
future, so that farmers are able
to learn the techniques relat-
ed to floriculture and promote
it in their areas and get ben-
efited. The farmers were also
informed about the species of
flowers developed by the insti-
tute. The farmers also visited
the Central Soil Salinity
Research Institute. The train-
ing programme here was
directed by Dr Yashpal Singh,
head of the Central Soil
Salinity Research Institute.
Dr Dinesh Sharma, former
director of Central  Soil
Salinity Research Institute
(Karnal) informed the farm-
ers about how they can
increase their  income by
doing innovative agriculture
on usar land. He also
addressed balanced use of
fertilisers for maximum pro-
duction on usar land.

Prof Rana Pratap stressed
on various measures taken by
CSSRI for the remediation of
saline soil. In the second
phase of training, all the farm-
ers went to the Shivri farm of
Salinity Research Regional
Centre where, via a live
demonstration, they were
informed about the methods
that can help in cultivation
crops in saline soil.
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The transformation of Uttar
Pradesh in the past four

years has been exemplary, but
there is still a long way to go,
Industries Minister Satish
Mahana said while addressing
industry representatives at CII’s
Annual Day and a session on
‘Building Uttar Pradesh for
New  India’ in Lucknow.

Speaking on the effects the
pandemic has had on business-
es, he said that in 2020, the
focus was on helping industries
survive, but 2021 will be about
revival and progress. He also
pointed out that now that the
state has accorded industry
status to the logistics and ware-
housing sector, land for logis-
tic and warehousing develop-
ment is being given on indus-
trial rates.

Mahana invited the indus-
try for partnership with the
government and urged partic-
ipation in the private industri-
al parks. He further requested
the CII leadership for sugges-
tions and policy interventions
to improve the business envi-
ronment in the state.  

Additional Chief Secretary,
Infrastructure & Industrial
Development, Arvind Kumar
said that the Centre’s budget
has been encouraging on var-
ious fronts. He said that the
Ganga Expressway timelines
have been set and work is
scheduled to begin by June.

While stating that the con-
version ratio of the MoUs
signed during the Investors
Summit has been around 43%,

Kumar also noted that the
Film City, YEIDA, GIDA are
fast turning into industrial
hubs with great potential. Also,
the proposed Toy Park in the
state will give an impetus to
bulk toy manufacturing which
the country largely imports, he
said. He also stressed on
Mission Shakti of the govern-
ment which focuses on women
empowerment, inclusion and
safety. He urged CII to conduct
interactions focusing on
women entrepreneurs who can
serve as role models for the fra-
ternity.

Additional Chief Secretary,
Agriculture, Devesh
Chaturvedi spoke on the pro-
visions of the Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund. He point-
ed out that UP has received an
allocation of around Rs 12,000
crore of the announced fund of
Rs one lakh crore, which will be
be utilised to support 3% inter-
est subsidy for loans on invest-
ments as well as sanctioning of

loans pertaining to creation of
Agricultural infrastructure in
the state.

Citing the example of
Andhra Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh which have privatised
the sector to a large extent, he
said that the private sector has
to assume the role of key dri-
ver in agri-infra investments
since the FPOs and co-opera-
tives are still in the nascent
stage of development in Uttar
Pradesh. He also proposed that
CII can partner with the gov-
ernment to prepare a district-
wise shelf of projects which can
be taken up by entrepreneurs,
young graduates or private
players.   

Chairman of CII Uttar
Pradesh State Council and
director of Dayal Group Ankit
Gupta said that the government
has been forthcoming in
addressing the challenges of the
industrialists during the pan-
demic and has come up with
industry-driven policies.
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Uttar Pradesh seems to be
doing well in terms of

policy framework and sup-
porting infrastructure. There is
one crucial area of develop-
ment which is to increase
income of the people, to pro-
mote enterprise and
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and
‘Vocal for Local’, which  is a step
in right direction.

This was stated by former
member of the Planning
Commission of India Arun
Maira at the 15th
Interdependence, Integration
and Co-creation (IIC-2021),
which was inaugurated at

Jaipuria Institute of
Management. The theme of the
two-day conference is ‘The
resurgent and emerging state of
Uttar Pradesh’. Various speak-
ers, born and brought up in the
state and doing very well in
their chosen areas in India
and abroad, have been select-
ed for the conference.

Maira started his talk from
his birth in Lahore and move-
ment of his family to Meerut.
Citing examples of Singapore
and Japan, he said the state can
learn a lot from Singapore and
focus on technology, people
and productivity of enterprise.
Focusing on role small enter-
prises, he said that cluster

approach can be very helpful in
fueling growth for the state.

Chairman of JIM Sharad
Jaipuria highlighted the role of
Investors Summit in fueling
industrial growth in the coun-
try and talked about the recent
achievements of Uttar Pradesh
in various areas like education,
industrial development, focus
on small micro and medium
enterprises, etc. He said that all
the initiatives have helped UP
in becoming the No. 2 state in
terms of GDP only after
Maharashtra, and contribu-
tion of One district one prod-
uct (ODOP) scheme in 
boosting the exports from the
state.
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As kick-off began for the April
6 Assembly polls in Kerala on

Friday, poll observers in the State
are of the view that the Congress-
led United Democratic Front
has a slight edge over  the
CPI(M)-led Left Democratic
Front. Veteran scribe and author
P Rajan, who led Mathrubhumi
daily’s editorial team for four
decades and  continues writing
and commenting on political
and social issues, is of the view
that events in the last one week
witnessed by the State have cast

an uncertainty over the poll
prospects of the LDF. “CM
Pinarayi Vijayan himself had to
announce the cancellation of the
MoU signed with the US based
EMCC, a dubious company and
the Kerala Shipping and  Inland
Navigation Corporation for deep
sea fishing. Similarly, the ongoing
agitation by rank holders of the
Kerala Public Service
Commission  for appointment in
Government service and the
goofing up of the way the admin-
istration treated the job seekers
too will play a significant role in
coming days,” said Rajan.

He said he does not expect a
sweep by the UDF which was wit-
nessed during the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. The UDF had won all but
one seat in the 20 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies from the State. “The
situation has changed because the
minorities which voted en masse
for the Congress hoping that the
party would regain the power
which it lost in 2014 have under-
stood that the Grand Old Party
is no more the same entity. The
CPI(M) has said that it made a
mistake in handling the
Sabarimala temple issue, dear to
all Hindus in the State,” said Rajan.
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Having established that SUV that lay
abandoned near Industrialist

Mukesh Ambani’s skyscraper mansion
“Antilia” in south Mumbai on Thursday
evening was  a stolen car and the gelatin
sticks found in it were manufactured in
a Nagpur facility, the crime branch
sleuths of the Mumbai police  on
Friday launched a manhunt for two
unidentified culprits behind the sensa-
tional plot.

A day after the 20 gelatin sticks and
a letter were recovered from a Scorpio
that was found abandoned in the vicin-
ity of Mukesh Ambani’s 27-storey res-
idence “Antilia” on Carmichael Road in
south Mumbai, the Gamdevi police reg-
istered an FIR in the case, while the
Mumbai Crime Branch sleuths landed
“strong leads” in their investigations in
the case.The two early leads that the
investigations found in the case were:
the SUV – a Scorpio - used in the crime
had been stolen from Vikroli in north-
east Mumbai and   e the gelatin sticks
found in the car were manufactured at
Nagpur-based firm M/s Solar
Explosives Ltd. 

Informed sources in the Mumbai
police said that the Scorpio used in the
crime had been stolen from a service
road near the Vikhroli Airoli junction.
The owner of the car has told the police
that his car broke down near Vikhroli
Airoli junction while he was on his way
from Thane to Mumbai. The owner
parked the car on the wayside of the
road. On the following afternoon,
when he returned to take the car for
repairs, he found the vehicle was miss-
ing. He lodged a complaint with the
Vikhroli police.

After the theft of the SUV, the mis-
creants damaged the chassis plate and
tried to make the number illegible.
However, the police retrieved the chas-
sis number and identified the owner.    

In one of the multiple CCTV
footages from the area around the
crime spot showed the suspect who
parked the car at the site, but he has not
been identified as yet as he sported a
mask on his face and had covered  his
head with a hoodie that he wore.   

The seized car has meanwhile been
sent for a forensic analysis

The purported threat letter -- writ-
ten in broken English and Hindi – that
was recovered from the seized SUV  was
addressed to “Nita Bhabhi aur Mukesh

bhyya aur femili”. The culprits said that
what they were witnessing was a mere
“trailer”.  ‘“Be alert.  We have made all
arrangements to blow up the entire
Ambani family”, the letter read.

“An FIR has been registered and
investigations were in progress,” deputy
commissioner of police (operations)
and Mumbai Police spokesperson S
Chaitanya said.Chaitanya, however,
declined to comment on the contents
of the letter, saying: he said: “I cannot
comment on the letter.  It is part of the
investigations. We have got some leads,
we are working on it”.

Having confirmed that the gelatine
sticks found in the car were manufac-
tured at a Nagpur-based firm,  the inves-
tigators  have sought the details of sale
of the seized gelatin  sticks “Since only
packets and not the individual sticks are
bar-coded,  it will take  us time to con-
firm who bought it or whether these
were also stolen,” a senior police offi-
cer said.     

Meanwhile, an RIL spokesperson
said on Friday: “We are thankful to
Mumbai Police for their quick and
immediate action. We are confident that
they will complete their thorough
investigation quickly”. 

The investigations have revealed
that the abandoned vehicle was discov-
ered only at around 14.00 hrs on
Thursday, nearly 12 hours after it had
been parked there. Incidentally, the
seized SUV – which has been seized by
police - bears a registration number
similar to a vehicle which is part of the
Ambani family’s security detail. 

“In addition, we have found four
other fake number plates inside the
SUV. One of the number plates match-
es with the number of an official foreign
consulate vehicle. We are investigating
the fake number plates separately,” a
police officer said. Given the importance
of the case, Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh and Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir Singh and
senior police and intelligence officers are
monitoring the probe. 

The Gamdevi police have registered
an FIR under  sections / 286, 465, 473,
120(b), 506(2) of IPC pertaining to
explosives, forgery, criminal conspira-
cy and criminal intimidation. They have
also invoked section 4 of Explosives
Substance Act for attempt to cause
explosion, or for making or keeping it
with intent to endanger life or 
property.
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Seer Govardhan, the birth-
place of a famous medieval

period saint, wore festive
colours on the eve of Sant
Ravidas Jayanti when thou-
sands of his disciples, majori-
ty of them from Punjab, wit-
nessing farmers’ agitation these
days, gathered here. It would be
a rare occasion when there
would not be any big political
activity on this occasion, falling
on Maaghi Purnima, as the
parties are mainly engaged
these days in West Bengal.
However, it is expected that
next year it would be a centre
of huge political activities when
UP assembly elections would
be round the corner. During
the last few years, the festival
was attended by both Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on many occasions
when parliamentary and
assembly polls were round the
corner. Similarly, on eve of
Punjab assembly poll, Delhi
CM Arvind Kejariwal visited
here. The festival was also
attended by former CM
Mayawati on many occasions

and last year, Priyanka Gandhi
also offered prayer to Sant
Ravidas.

Besides, the impacts of the
coronavirus pandemic were
also seen this time as hundreds
of followers of Sant Ravidas
from various countries could
not come here. In all the pre-
vious years, Sant Niranjan Das
of Sachkhand Ballan Dera
(Jalandhar) and chief of Sant
Shiromani Janamsthan Mandir,
visited here along with his
thousands of followers by a spe-

cial train but this time, he
came here on Thursday
evening along with his two
dozen followers by a plane
and when he landed at Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport, Babatpur, he was wel-
comed by his followers. Later,
after reaching Seer Govardhan
in a motorcade, he first offered
prayer at Garbgrih.  

On Saturday, the function
will begin when Sant Niranjan
Das will garland the statue of
Sant Ravidas at a park named

after the medieval period poet
at Nagwa and then various reli-
gious and cultural programmes
will be organised at Seer
Govardhan. On the eve of the
festival, senior district and
police officers visited there to
study the security and other
arrangements. 

To watch the activities of
the people, CCTV cameras
have been installed at 41 places.
Besides, the administration has
also made all the preparations
completed for the traditional
Shobha Yatra to be taken out
from Maidagin to Seer
Govardhan on Saturday
evening. Apart from this,
NDRF personnel have been
deployed on all the major ghats
to keep watch during bathing
hours in the morning. 

There are two temples of
Sant Ravidas in the city locat-
ed in northern and southern
parts of river Ganga but the
famous one is at southern part
at Seer Govardhan whereas
Congress leaders mainly prefer
other temple which was set up
by former union minister Babu
Jagjeevan Ram and almost
every year it is visited by ex-Lok
Sabha speaker Meira Kumar.  
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The police on Friday
detained five  students and

evacuated the main entrance
gate of the Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) from agitat-
ed students when they denied
ending their protest in favour
of the demand of opening the
university for all the students.
The police had to release them
when the students in large
numbers put up a strong
protest against the detention of
their colleagues. The students
called off their agitation but
reiterated that their protest
will continue until the varsity
administration meets their
demand. It gave a relief to the
district administration and var-
sity administration as well as
the entrance gate was opened

for one and all as usual.
It is mentioned that the

varsity administration had
decided to open the universi-
ty for the students only of final
year on February 22 last fol-
lowing the guidelines of
COVID-19. When the univer-
sity was opened for the final
year students, the scores of
students of first and second
year staged a protest demand-
ing the opening of the univer-
sity for all the students. They
sat on dharna by closing the
main entrance gate of the
university at Lanka. It caused
severe inconvenience to the
passers-by and patients com-
ing to Sir Sunderlal Hospital
(BHU) for the treatment. 

The varsity administra-
tion held talks several times
with the agitated students to

end the agitation but they
remained adamant and con-
tinued their stir. On Thursday
last, a student Ashutosh
Kumar announced to sit in on
fast on-to-death. Thereafter,
the district administration
swung into action and the
ADM, City Gulab Chand held
a talk with agitated students
and asked them to end the stir
otherwise the administration
will have no option except to
use the force. Meanwhile, the
varsity administration also
held talks with the students in
an attempt to pacify them to
end the protest but in vain.

On Friday early morning,
the police reached the dharna
site and took Ashutosh and
four other students in their
custody and took them to
Lanka police station. The

police also evacuated the
dharna place and opened the
gate for the passers-by by
using mild force. 

When this news reached
to other students and hostel
inmates they reached the
police station and put up a
strong protest against the
detention. It led to a tension
for some time and succumb-
ing to the pressure mounted
by the students in large num-
ber, the police released the
detained students. 

Thereafter, the students
ended their five-day long agi-
tation but decided to contin-
ue their protest till their
demand is not met. 

]The district and varsity
administration also heaved a
sigh       of relief with the end
of dharna. 
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For the continuous second
day, a good number of doc-

tors and health workers
received vaccine doses in the 40
sessions of 29 centres in the dis-
trict on Friday which was the
13th day of vaccination since it
was started on January 16 last.
In view of spike in coron-

avirus cases in parts of the
country and continuous
appeals of the district and
Health department officers,
the drive had received an
enthusiastic response on
Thursday, when it was record-
ed 133 per cent as against the
target of 3,030 health and
frontline workers, 4,033 turned
out and they included 2,428

health workers and 1,605 front-
line workers.

Meanwhile, the prepara-
tions have been intensified for
the forthcoming vaccination of
old aged people with comor-
bidities from March 1. 

To make it easy to reach the
vaccination centres, efforts are
being made to provide the
same facilities at various

schools/ colleges apart from
PHCs/ CHCs and other hospi-
tals. 

The collection of records of
such persons is a big challenge
as it is expected that the same
would be in lakhs and after col-
lecting their records, the
names of the beneficiaries
would be loaded on Co-Win
portal.
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Petroleum & Natural Gas
and Steel Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan said that
the increase in prices of domes-
tic gas is due to cold and as the
winter ends, the same will also
come down. He came here on
his two days visit and after
landing at Lal Bahadur Shastri
International Airport,
Babatpur, he also told the
reporters that the price-hike in
petroleum and gas products is
an international matter. Later,
the union minister reached
Kashi Vishwanath temple
where he offered prayer.

During his staying there he
also saw the ongoing construc-
tion work and he was apprised
of the entire Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor project by the
Divisional Commissioner (DC)
Deepak Agrawal. Pradhan will
also attend the Sant Ravidas
Jayanti celebrations at Seer
Govardhan on  Saturday, along
with regional BJP chief Mahesh
Chandra Srivastava, district
president Hansraj
Vishwakarma and city presi-
dent Vidya Sagar Rai. He stayed
at BLW Guest House during
the night.

During his stay, he will also
attend some other programmes
and hold meetings with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
workers and officials of various
oil and gas companies. He will
inaugurate some new facilities
of Indian Oil Corporation
Limited (IOCL) at Circuit
House on Saturday in which
Director (Marketing) Gurmeet
Singh, Executive Director and
Head UP Dr Uttiya
Bhattacharya and many other

senior officers will take part.
I O C L A U N C H E S

WOMEN CUSTOMER
ATTENDANT PETROL
PUMP: In order to its commit-
ment of ‘Women empower-
ment’, the Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) Limited
on Thursday launched the first
‘Women Customer Attendant
petrol pump’ of this eastern
part of UP in Varanasi. 

The Indian Oil, the largest
retailer of petroleum products
in the country, has opened its

first ‘All-Women’ customer
attendant petrol pump of east-
ern UP at Ajay Automobiles, on
Babatpur Road and the
Director (Marketing), IOC
Gurmeet Singh, formally inau-
gurated in a brief function in
the presence of Dr Uttiya
Bhattacharyya, Executive
Director and State Head, Uttar
Pradesh State Office-1. Singh
also launched a ‘Sanitary
Napkin Vending Machine’ for
Women Customers, a unique
initiative undertaken by Indian

Oil in the state.
Inaugurating the petrol

pump and vending machine,
Gurmeet Singh said, ‘Indian
Oil lives by its motto of
‘Customer First’ and is commit-
ted towards the cause of
‘Women-Emp owerment’.
Launching an ‘All-Women’
Customer Attendant Petrol
Pump’, where all facilities
and services will be extended
to customers by women, he
hoped that we will be able to
provide special and better ser-
vice.

Singh said, ‘In this compet-
itive era one has to be customer
centric. Our endeavour is to
ensure that women travelling
long distances should feel com-
fortable. This automated
Sanitary Napkin Vending
Machine is a proven solution
for making quality sanitary
napkins available 24X7 with
ease and convenience’.  He also
honoured the women employ-
ees working at the pump.

Singh also launched the
‘Spin n Win’ sales campaign,
which is currently applicable at
18 Indian Oil Petrol pumps
under Varanasi DO. Under
this campaign, customers will
get an opportunity to win
interesting gifts on the spot by
purchasing petrol worth Rs
1000 for their four-wheelers or
Rs 300 or more for their two-
wheelers. This scheme will be
valid till March 31. Subrat Kar,
Chief General Manager (Retail
Sales), Amit Chaudhary,
General Manager (Retail Sales),
Deepak Kumar Sinha,
CDRSM, Varanasi DO, Subodh
Kumar and Senior Manager
(Retail Sales), Varanasi DO
were also present on occasion. 
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Besides para-medical staff
the second dose of Covid

vaccine was given to the Chief
Medical Superintendent TB
Sapru Hospital Dr Kiran
Mallick, Medical
Superintendent Dr MK
Akhauri, Pediatrician Dr
Shailendra, Dr Prashant

Pandey, Orthopedic surgeon
Dr AP Singh, Ophthalmologist
Dr SM Abbas and many other
doctors at TB Sapru Hospital,
popularly known as Beli
Hospital here in Prayagraj on
Friday.

Under Covid protocol all
the above doctors and para-
medical staff had been kept
under observation for half-

an-hour at the hospital, and
then was allowed to go home
when no side effect was seen.

People in Prayagraj have
hailed the decision of the
Government of arranging for
free shots of vaccine in
Government hospitals, and
paid vaccination at private hos-
pitals for those who can afford
the price, but have requested

that vaccination fee at private
hospitals should be announced,
and the government should
keep a watch on the supply of
vaccine so that fake vaccine is
now not supplied.

Though Covid situation in
Prayagraj is not alarming but
the officials are keeping close
watch on the increasing num-
ber of cases, though negligible.
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Giving a big jolt to the India
head of Amazon Prime

Aparna Purohit, the Allahabad
High Court refused to grant
anticipatory bail on Tandav
web series controversy.

The court in its order said
that those who care least for the
basic rights of the majority
community cannot pray for
their fundamental right of
expression. The court turned
down the plea of the Amazon
Seller Services Private Limited
and refused the grant anticipa-
tory bail to its India head
Aparna Purohit.

Freedom of expression
does not mean that the reli-
gious faith and freedom of
religion of the majority com-

munity is compromised.
Justice Siddharth of the

Allahabad High Court was
hearing the anticipatory bail
application of Aparna Purohit
in connection with the webcast
of Tandav web series on the
OTT platform by Amazon
Prime. The court said that the
first and foremost condition for
a bail is extending help in
investigation and interroga-
tion, but the applicant is not
extending cooperation in inves-
tigation of the case by
Hazratganj Kotwali of Lucknow
after getting relief from the
court. It is clear by her behav-
iour that she does not believe
in honouring the law. Those
who do not honour the rights
of the majority community
should not plead for their own

rights, the court commented. 
The court considered

Tandav web series as an attack
on the religious feelings of the
majority community, and
refused to grant interim bail to
the India head of Amazon
Prime. Quoting Supreme Court
judgments Justice Siddharth
said that the film makers and
the publishers are not supposed
to hurt religious feelings of any
community. No film maker
produces film on Jesus or
Mohammad Saheb, but the
Hindu Gods are tergetted.

The court observed that
the applicant was a student of
Jamia Miliya Islamia and has
been associated with the film
word for 15 years. She had also
done media course, but she
included in her film the objec-

tionable slogans raised by the
students of JNU, portraying
India as intolerant country
where it is difficult to live and
survive.

Ten FIRs and four criminal
cases have been filed in this
connection. The director of the
web series Ali Abbas is the co-
accused in this web cast, and
cases against them have been
registered in Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Greater Noida
Rabupura police station, and to
avoid arrest this anticipatory
application had been moved.

Complaints have been
received against this web series
Tandav with Saif Ali Khan in
the lead role, that it had delib-
erately attacked the Hindu
Gods to hurt religious feelings
of the majority community.
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After the visit of Priyanka
Gandhi the state chief of

the Congress Ajay Kumar Lallu
visited trans-Yamuna area of
Prayagraj on Friday to lure the
Nishad community further. He
said that the Congress will
fight for the rightful demands
of the Nishad community in
connection with sand mining. 

He visited Banswar village
of Ghoorpur in the trans-
Yamuna area and gave away a

cheque of � 10 lakh to the
Nishad community. He also
informed that under the lead-
ership of Priyanka Gandhi an
Adhikar Yatra will be taken
out from Prayagraj to Varanasi
on March 1 to put pressure on
the Government for allowing
the community for sand min-
ing.

It may be mentioned here
that last month Government
had initiated action against
illegal sand mining and had
captured a number of boats

engaged in this illegal trade.
The Congress party hand-

ed over this cheque of Rs 10
lakh among 18 farmers whose
boats had been seized during
drive against illegal sand min-
ing. The Nishads will be able
to arrange for new boats with
this financial aid, he said and
added that during her
Prayagraj visit Priyanka Didi
had made a commitment that
she would extend help to the
needy boatmen.

Nishad community has its

right on the river, soil, and
sand, and for this the Congress
will fight on the streets and in
the Parliament as well.
Priyanks had assured the
Nishad community that they
would be given sand mining
lease if the Congress came to
power.

The Congress is making
all out effort to make the
boatmen and fishermen its
vote bank and both—Priyanka
and Rahul are out to allure
these communities.
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Response of Bharat Bandh
call as a protest against the

hike in the prices of petrol,
diesel and LPG, and demand-
ing amendments in GST rules
was quite poor in Prayagraj.

All the markets were open
as usual and the Bandh call
could not cast any effect on the

normal functioning in the city.
Reports from Transport Nagar
say that the transporters kept
their vehicles off the road, still
trucks were plying on the
roads, especially on highways.

The bandh call was given
by the Confederation of All
India Traders and some polit-
ical parties, but the traders pre-
ferred to turn a deaf ear
towards the call. However, they

demanded some amendments
in the GST rules for their con-
venience.

LAWYERS BOYCOTT
WORK: Lawyers on the third
consecutive day boycotted judi-
cial work at the Allahabad
High Court and took out a
protest foot march from the
High Court to Subhash cross-
ing in Civil Lines.

The lawyers are opposing

the constitution of an
Education Tribunal at
Lucknow. They are of the view
that this law was passed in an
unconstitutional manner, so it
should be taken back.

The lawyers boycotted
court proceedings and took out
a march to give an edge to their
protest. Now they will meet
again on Monday to decide
future course of action.

*'> �
! ���	� 	����	"����
"!���
������'
��6��

5���)������������������������������#�&�� ������������3������������&	���
3�������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

#���	+
(�����	)����	&�� �(�	�
�
���

���������������������������������&	��������7�����������������.� �����
3�������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

1��� �	)
�7���	�� 	">?$,�6@	(�����	�
���

1"	��&����	 
	��� 	� ����� 
��		
%���	 
	������		���
�� 

�

�	����
��	 
	����� 	����		

��
�����#����8������������������

���

*������!!���
��&4�������
���
�	���
��+!6��� 	����!����

�: �	������6�� ���	
�		��
���������� 
�
����������".."9"1"8

The process of appointing a
Chancellor for Allahabad

University has begun once
again, and if all goes well this
age old university will get a
Chancellor soon.

The Executive Council
meeting of the university on
Friday is scheduled to forward
five names for this coveted
post. The names will be sent to
the ministry in a sealed enve-
lope, and the President of India
will then appoint the
Chancellor on the recommen-
dation of the ministry.

Records still show the
name of the great educationist
Prof Govardhan Mehta as the
Chancellor of Allahabad
University, though his term had
expired on June 12, 2017, and
he had tendered his resignation
before the expiration of his
term highlighting several
points as to why he did not visit
this university.

The ministry had taken an
initiative in the direction of
appointing a Chancellor for
Allahabad University in 2019,
and had asked the university to
send five names of the noted
experts of their respective

fields.
The university had sent the

names of Prof KB Pandey,
Amitabh Bachchan, Prof Hari
Gautam. Dr Ravindra Shukla,
Justice Sakharam Yadav, and
Prof Kasturirangan the min-
istry rejected all these names,
and then once again in 2020 the
ministry asked the university to
suggest five names for
Chancellorship.

The Friday meeting of the
university executive council is
scheduled to suggest five names
to the ministry.

ATTACKED: Honey bees
attacked a shooting unit in

Bhiti village, under the
Ghoorpur police station in the
trans-Yamuna area. The cam-
era man and four others were
serious and rushed to a hospi-
tal immediately.

After the success of the TV
serial Pratigya, the unit decid-
ed after some years to make
another serial `Man ki Aawaz
Pratigya’ and for shooting pur-
pose the unit visited
Sujawandeo temple in Bhiti vil-
lage where the shoot was in
progress when thousands of
bees came out of the hive from
a nearby mango tree and
attacked the unit members.
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ALLAHABAD (PNS):

Vinay Kumar Tripathi, General
Manager North Central and
North Eastern Railway inspect-
ed the Alwar-Mathura Section
of Agra Division under annu-
al inspection programme on
Friday. This inspection started
in morning and continued till
late in the evening. During the
inspection, the track of the sec-
tion was inspected from the
rear window of the inspection
car. 

Starting from Alwar in the
morning, Tripathi with his
team of Principal head of
departments inspected Major
Curves, Level Crossings, Gang,
stations (Ramgarh, Brij Nagar,
and Govindgarh) Yards, Points
along with conducting Speed
Trial during the programme.

After starting inspection
from Alwar in the morning, the
General Manager inspected
Minor Bridge No. 1510/2 and
level crossing number 108
between Gazika and Utwad. He
further inspected curve no. 28
in Utwad-Ramgarh section. 

The GM inaugurated the
Children Park and planted
saplings at railway colony in
Ramgarh. He also inaugurated
Fire Alarm System at the Brij
Nagar station, where he also
inspected relay room and Point
no. 299B. During the inspec-
tion, a speed trial in Ramgarh-
Brij Nagar section to adjudge
the riding aspect of track and
other safety aspects was also
conducted. During the inspec-
tion General Manager observed
the track maintenance, points

and signal system of the
Mathura-Alwar section. Level
crossing gate no. 22 between
Bahej and Govindgarh was
also inspected. General
Manager while inspecting the
Govindgarh station saw the
points, LWR and SEJs etc.
Major Bridge No. Between
G ovindgarh-R ad hakund
1417/6 was also inspected.
Tripathi inspected the run-
ning room and lobby at
Mathura Jn. and inaugurated
the 3D hologram. He also saw
the model of tank wagon main-
tenance at Baad depot. 

During this inspection,
General Manager Vinay Kumar
Tripathi while talking to the
press representatives in
Mathura said that the Railway
Administration is firmly com-

mitted to the development
works and passenger amenities
are being continuously
enhanced. He also informed
about the future plans and
various projects going on in the
area. The General Manager
and his team of Principal
Heads of Departments from
Headquarters had a thorough
overview of various aspects
related to passenger amenities,
operational arrangements, staff
facilities, various aspects relat-
ed to safety, various units of
track maintenance and award-
ed the staff for good work dur-
ing their inspection.
Instructions were given to the
Divisional Railway Manager
and other concerned officers by
the General Manager as per the
requirements at various places. 
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The railway administration
for the convenience of pas-

sengers will run the 01081
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
(LTT)-Gorakhpur (GKP)
weekly special train from
March 3 every Wednesday and
the 01082 Gorakhpur-
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
weekly special train from
March 5 every Friday until fur-
ther order. All coaches in these
trains will be of reserved cate-
gory and passengers travelling
in them will have to follow the
Covid-19 prevention guide-
lines, Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO) Pankaj Kumar
Singh said. The 01081
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus-
Gorakhpur weekly special train
from March 3 every
Wednesday will leave
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus at
16.40 hrs, from Kalyan at 17.15
hrs, from Nashik Road at 20.45
hrs, on the second day from
Bhusaval at 00.30 hrs, from

Khandwa at 02.40 hrs, from
Pipariya at 06.10 hrs, from
Narsinghpur at 07.15 hrs, from
Jabalpur at 08.40 hrs, from
Katni at 10.10 hrs, from Maihar
at 10.50 hrs, from Satna at 12.20
hrs, from Manikpur at 14.07
hrs, from Prayagraj Chheoki at
15.42 hrs, from Mirzapur at
17.10 hrs, from Varanasi at 21.25
hrs,  from Aunrihar at 22.07 hrs,
from Mau at 23.05 hrs, from
Bhatni on the third day at 00.20
hrs, from Deoria Sadar at 00.41
hrs and will reach Gorakhpur at
02.00 hrs. During the return
journey the 01082 Gorakhpur-
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus week-
ly special train will from March
5 every Friday depart from
Gorakhpur at 16.05 hrs, from
Deoria Sadar at 17.03 hrs, from
Bhatni at 17.25 hrs, from Mau Jn
at 18.50  hrs, from Aunrihar at
19.57 hrs, Varanasi at 21.15 hrs,
Mirzapur at 22.40 hrs, Prayagraj
Chheoki at 00.27 hrs, Manikpur
at 02.30 hrs, Satna at 03.40 hrs,
Maihar at 04.10 hrs, Katni at
05.00 hrs, Jabalpur at 06.30 hrs,

from Narsinghpur at 07.50 hrs,
from Pipariya at 09.00 hrs,
from Khandwa at 14.00 hrs,
from Bhusaval at 15.55 hrs,
from Nashik Road at 19.20 hrs,
Kalyan at 22.40 hrs and will
reach LTT at 23.45 hrs.  A total
of 22 LHB coaches, including
12 of sleeper class, four of air-
conditioned third class, one of
air-conditioned second class ,
three of general second class
and two of generator-cum-
luggage van.      
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The railway administra-
tion due to fog had earlier
reduced  the frequency of the
02571/02572 Gorakhpur
(GKP)-Anand Vihar Terminus
(ANVT)-Gorakhpur special
train till February 28. This
train will be run again regularly
from Gorakhpur from March
3 and from Anand Vihar
Terminus from March 4,
CPRO said.  
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Ameeting of District Health
Committee was organised

under the presidentship of
District Magistrate Praveen
Kumar Laxkar in the meeting
hall of Collectorate on
Thursday. Reviewing the
schemes run by the Health
department the DM expressed
his discontent over the tardy
progress in City, Rajgarh,
Chhanbey and Halia blocks.
For showing less interest in
work he directed the CMO to
transfer  and write a letter to
the government against a
medical officer incharge. For
unsatisfactory progress of dis-
tribution of golden cards to
the beneficiaries of Ayushman
Bharat scheme the DM took
its incharge to task and him
directed to organise camps.

He added that priority
should be accorded to that vil-
lage in which the progress of
distribution was the worst. 

On the issue of ambu-
lance services the DM said
that he had a complaint that
its drivers compelled the
patients to admit them in
some private hospitals which
was not tolerable at all. He
directed the ambulance man-
ager to check such practice
and added that if such com-
plaint was received again then
an FIR should be lodged
against the driver concerned.
On the zero progress under
‘Andhata Nivaran Karyakram’
(blindness prevention pro-
gramme) the DM directed the

official concerned to initiate the
tender process and start dis-
tribution of glasses among the
needy as per the guidelines
without delay.

On the less progress in
family planning, especially in
the blocks City, Kon, urban
area, Chhanbey and Halia the
ACMO was asked to organise
camps and give impetus to the
progress. While reviewing all
the schemes, including Matri
Vandana Yojna,  Janani
Suraksha Yojna etc, the DM
directed the authorities con-
cerned to ensure proper
progress next month. Besides,
he directed the medical offi-
cers concerned to check the
figures in the booklet. The
DM directed the officials that
the Covid help desks should
be kept active and necessary
precautions in the hospitals
should be taken strictly.
Meanwhile another report
said that the DM inspected
the ongoing repair work at

Shastri Bridge on Thursday.  In
the presence of Executive
Engineer (EE) of Public Works
Department (PWD) Kanhaiya
Jha the DM became aware
with the progress in work and
directed the working agency to
complete it within the month
of March and make it ready for
heavy load in view of the new
academic session in schools.
On the occasion he directed the
EE of PWD to remained updat-
ed with the progress and
inform daily.  

ARRESTED: Madihan
police have arrested a rape
accused on Thursday. As per
the reports received here, a case
had been lodged at the police
station on February 22 in
which it was claimed that the
accused that raped a minor girl
on the false promise of mar-
riage. The police had registered
a case in this connection and
ultimately arrested the accused
from the culvert located in
Baghaura village.   
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Due to the block on March
3 for building limited

height subway (LHS) on level
crossing No 239 between
Maskanwa-Lakhpat Nagar sta-
tions of Lucknow division by
the railway administration the
following trains will be divert-
ed/short terminated/ short
originated/controlled, CPRO
PK Singh said. The 02592
Yesvantpur-Gorakhpur special
train to run from Yesvantpur
on March 1 will be diverted via
Gonda-Barhni-Gorakhpur.
The 04231 Prayagraj Sangam-
Basti special train to run from
Prayagraj Sangam on March 3
will be short terminated at
Mankapur. Besides the 04232
Basti-Prayagraj Sangam Special
train to run from Basti on
March 3 will be run from
Mankapur. Besides the 02563
Saharsa-New Delhi special
train running from Saharsa

on March 3 will be run on
Lucknow division by being
controlled by 17 minutes. The
02542 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus-Gorakhpur special
train running from Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus on March 2 will
be run on Lucknow division by
being controlled by 135 min-
utes. The 02569 Darbhanga-
New Delhi special train to run
from Darbhanga on March 3
will be run on Lucknow divi-
sion by being controlled by 60
minutes.
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Due to operational diffi-
culties the railway administra-
tion will reduce the frequency
of the following trains, CRPO
PK Singh said. Reports said
that the 01803 Jhansi-Lucknow
Jn special train to run from
Jhansi on March 6, 7, 13, 14, 20,
21, 27 and 28  (every Saturday

and Sunday) will remain can-
celled. Likewise the 01804
Lucknow Jn-Jhansi special train
to run from Lucknow Junction
on March, 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21,
27 and 28  (every Saturday and
Sunday) will remain cancelled.
The 02179 Lucknow Junction-
Agra Fort special train to run
from Lucknow Junction on
March 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27
and 28  (every Saturday and
Sunday) will remain cancelled.
On the other hand, the 02180
Agra Fort - Lucknow Jn to run
from Agra Fort on March, 6, 7,
13, 14, 20, 21, 27 and 28  (every
Saturday and Sunday) will
remain canceled. The 02561
Jaynagar-New Delhi special
train (every Thursday) to run
from Jaynagar on March 4, 11,
18 and 25 will remain can-
celled. Likewise, the 02562
New Delhi-Jaynagar special
train to run from New Delhi on
March 5, 12, 19 and 26 (every
Friday) will remain cancelled. 
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IG police of Vindhyachal
range Piyush Srivastava said

that good deeds always yield
good results. While addressing
a seminar organised on the
10th death anniver-
sary of renowned
Hindi litterateur and
critic Dr Bhavdev
Pandey on Thursday
as the chief guest he
said it was evident
from history that for a
short time we saw
good days of wrong
doers but ultimate
result was bad. He
said that since long the intel-
lectuals had steered the society
so it was his fortune that he was
sitting amongst them. Speaking
on the topic of the seminar
‘Dharm Evam Vigyan Ke
Saannidhya Ke Aayam’
(Dimensions of proximity in
religion and science)  keynote

speaker Dr KN Tripathi
quipped that how contradicto-
ry it was that in the name of reli-
gion we were doing things against
it’s principles.        Renowned lit-
terateur Ganesh Gambhir and Dr
Brajdeo Pandey also spoke on the

occasion. The sem-
inar was conducted
by Dr R a m a
Shankar Shukla
and chaired by
A d d i t i o n a l
D i v i s i o n a l
C om m i s s i on e r
Ramesh Chandra
while the vote of
thanks was pro-
posed by its con-

venor Salil Pandey. Prominent
among those present were Dr
Nandji Chaubey, Anita Srivastava,
Dr Asha Rai, Dr Dhruvji Pandey,
Rakesh Dwivedi, Rahati Ojha,
Nitin Awasthi, Dr Baijnath
Pandey, Santosh Srivastava, Dr
Ganesh Prasad Awasthi, Dr Neeraj
Tripathi and Shreesh Srivastava. 
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On the instructions of
District Magistrate Manish

Kumar Verma under the
‘Mission Rozgar Karyakram’
run by Uttar Pradesh
Government, the District
Employment Office and Skill
Development Mission will
organise a ‘Rozgar Mela’ on
Saturday at 10:00 am at Rajkiya
ITI, Siddiqpur here. Fifteen
private sector companies will
participate in it. District
Employment Officer Rajiv
Kumar Singh said that any
information related to the Mela
could be obtained from the
District Employment Office
and on online portal -
www.sewayojan.up.nic.in. He
said the candidates can partic-
ipate in it with photocopies of
all their certificates, two pho-
tographs and ID proof.
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Chhatrapati Shahu Ji
Maharaj University

(CSJMU) Kanpur has made
several achievements during
the past three years under the
able stewardship of its Vice
Chancellor Prof Neelima
Gupta. Some of the courses
launched by her are available
nowhere in the state. These
include the setting up of Yoga
Centre, Happiness Centre and
a course on Garbh Sanskar.

Addressing mediapersons,
Prof Gupta said the universi-
ty had adopted six villages
under the Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan and one of them was
likely to be developed as a role
model soon. She said under
the Prime Minister’s
Atmanirbhar Bharat cam-
paign, the CSJMU had taken
initiatives to become a role
model among other educa-
tional institutions in India.

The vice chancellor said to
make its students self-reliant,
the university had collaborat-
ed with the MSME to start
training programmes in
hosiery and food processing.
She said setting up of the
Entrepreneurship Cell and
Incubation Centre was also a
step in this direction.

Prof Gupta said despite a

slight set-back in achieve-
ments due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the university was
adjudged the Centre of
Excellence by the UP
Governor Anandiben Patel
and selected as a nodal centre
for implementation of the
recently launched state gov-
ernment’s Abhyudaya Scheme.
She said the university had
also entered into MoUs with
18 organisations/universities
to promote research, develop-
ment and innovation.

“Development being a
continuous process, challenges

should be taken as opportu-
nity,” she said adding that
work should continue with
broad vision and the university
should not be confined up to
delivering degrees only.

Prof Gupta aims at gener-
ating employment avenues to
make students self-reliant. “We
have to bring this into practice
to bring about a change in
society,” she quipped.

The CSJMU is equally
concerned about increasing
its income resources and has
started providing experts’ ser-
vices/consultancy, use of its

instruments/equipment and
implementation of various
schemes of the government
and the Ministry of Education.
Around 25 per cent proposed
hike in examination fee will
also add to its exchequer.
Besides,  the use of its
Funstroke Swimming Pool
and the proposed construction
of an air-conditioned gym
would also earn for the uni-
versity.

The first experience as
CSJMU vice chancellor
brought Prof Gupta a spec-
trum of success in almost all
the fields of education and
research. She feels fortunate to
bring in multi-dimensional
progress in the university by
implementing the New
Education Policy (NEP) in
true sense. She said the uni-
versity would set up a Centre
of Excellence in Data Science
and Artificial Intelligence to
provide opportunities to stu-
dents for innovation and
research. The proposal has
already been sent to the
Higher Education Department
for approval.

The university is preparing
a list of meritorious students
to award them gold, silver
and bronze medals in the con-
vocation scheduled to be held
on March 22, she said.
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Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya,

while dedicating 101 roads
constructed at a cost of Rs 36
crore in Maharajpur on Friday,
said development works to the
tune of Rs 142.77 crore were in
progress in the assembly con-
stituency.

Speaking at Paritosh Inter
College, Maurya said in addi-
tion to this three new projects
costing Rs 138 crore were also
in the pipeline and would be
carried out and Chakeri airport

road, Narval Sarsaul link road,
Chhatmara, Tilsahri, Tons road
would be constructed.

He said the UP govern-
ment was making every effort
that all the roads in Kanpur
were in perfect shape before the
end of 2022.

He later praised all the
developmental works carried
out in the constituency through
MLA Satish Mahana. He said
Mahana had done the utmost
for his constituency and the all-
round development of the state.

Praising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Maurya said in

the past five years all the devel-
opment works carried out were
before everyone to see and all
that Modi had done for the
country was known all over the
country.

He said Ram temple con-
struction, Mandir, repeal of
Article 370 giving special sta-
tus to the then state of Jammu
and Kashmir were possible
because of Modi.

He said despite the
COVID-19 pandemic the
entire nation was standing with
Modi for the development of
the country.

He said the truth was that
today the nation was rapidly
improving and UP had con-
tributed majorly in the GDP of
the country and stood on sec-
ond position. Later Satish
Mahana recounted all the
development works carried out
in UP under the leadership of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

The DM, SSP, DIG, Kanpur
municipal commissioner, city
magistrate, BDO, MLA
Surendra Maithani, Mayor
Pramila Pandey and several
others were present.
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Noted tax expert and orator
Tanushree Dwivedi, while

addressing a session on
‘Clubbing of Income’ organised
by the Study Circle of Kanpur
Income Tax Bar Association on
Friday, said drastic changes
had been introduced in the
new Union budget. 

She said that in general an
assessee was taxed in respect of
one’s own income but often in
some exceptional circum-
stances this basic principle was
deviated and the assessee may
be taxed in respect of income
which legally belonged to
somebody else.

She said earlier the tax-
payers made an attempt to
reduce their tax liability by
transferring their assets in
favour of their family members
or by arranging their sources of
income in such a way that tax
incidence fell on others, where-
as benefits of income were
derived by them. She said to
counteract such practices of tax
avoidance, necessary provi-
sions had been incorporated in
sections 60 to 64 of the Income
Tax Act.

Discussing the circum-

stances when income of some
other person was included in
the income of assessee, she said
they included transfer of
income without transfer of
asset (Section. 60), clubbing of
income for revocable transfer of
assets (Section 61), clubbing of
income of spouse (Section
64(1)), clubbing of income
from assets transferred to son’s
wife and several others.

Dwivedi said if the tax-
payer owned an asset, owner-
ship of the asset was not trans-
ferred by him or the income
from the asset was transferred
to any person under a settle-
ment, or agreement, the
income from the asset would be
taxable in the hands of the
transferor.

Discussing revocable trans-
fer, she said it meant the trans-
feror of assets assumed a right
to re-acquire the asset or
income from such an asset,
either whole or in parts, at any
time in future, during the life-
time of the transferee. She said
it also included a transfer which
gave a right to re-assume power
of the income from asset or
asset during the lifetime of the
transferee.

She said if the spouse of an

individual got any salary, com-
mission, fees from a concern
the individual had a substantial
interest in such a concern. She
said in such cases the salary,
commission, fees, etc. shall be
considered as income of the
individual and not of the
spouse.

Dwivedi said sometimes an
individual was taxed in respect
of others income. She said in
such a case, the income legal-
ly belonged to somebody else
but it was clubbed with the
income of some other person
in some special circumstances.
She said these provisions were
contained in sections 60 to 64.

She said sections 60 and 61
contained provisions when
income from an asset was
transferred without transfer-
ring the asset or an asset was
transferred but the transfer
was revocable. She said in both
the situations income from
such assets was treated as
income of the transferor.

The programme was con-
ducted by SK Gupta.

MM PRINCIPAL
DONATES FOR RAM TEM-
PLE: Mahila Mahavidyalaya
Principal Dr BR Agarwal, while
speaking during the Shri Ram

Mandir Nidhi Samarpan
Abhiyan, appreciated the inno-
vative ideas put forth by stu-
dents for making articles from
waste materials.

She assured the students
that in future talks on career
opportunities would be organ-
ised from time to time in the
college as they equipped stu-
dents with new skills to face the
challenges of life. Addressing
the gathering, Director of Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya Centre,
CSJM University Kanpur, Dr
Ram Babu Gupta said Lord
Ram was the symbol of faith
and as Indians one need to
donate generously and con-
tribute willingly for the con-
struction of a grand temple at
Ayodhya. Dr Agarwal later
contributed Rs 1,01,111 for
the construction of Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya. The faculty
members also contributed gen-
erously while the non-teaching
staff contributed Rs 7,501 as
well. Later the Career
Counselling Cell and BEd
department organised a career
talk. It also displayed all the
material prepared by the stu-
dents to promote Atmanirbhar
Bharat. Dr Mohini Agarwal
introduced the career talk.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar, while addressing a
meeting at his camp office
here, said the government had
girded up its loins for the safe-
ty of women and girls. He said
this objective would be accom-
plished with the cooperation of
Women and Child
Development and Home
departments.

He said the Safe City
scheme of the Central govern-
ment would be run in 13 dis-
tricts of the state, including
Kanpur Nagar and Lucknow.

He said the purpose of
Safe City was to ensure that all
public places were safe for
women and girls. He said it also
aimed at enabling women and
girls to boldly stand up to all
occasions beyond the threat of
gender based violence and
harassment. 

He said for this purpose,
police, municipal, Transport,
Urban Local Bodies and
Women Welfare departments
would work jointly.

Shekhar said an integrated
Smart Control Room would be
set up at district level by the
police and it would be con-
nected to services like Dial 112
and 1090.  He said CCTV
cameras and drones would
monitor various locations of
the city.  He said a pink booth
and pink police post would be
set up for women and
patrolling would be carried
out by police women driving
pink SUVs and pink two-
wheelers. He said a help desk
would also be established in
each police station.

He said apart from this,
pink toilets would be set up by
Kanpur Nagar Nigam and such
sites would be selected where
movement of women was
more. He said if there was no
road light or poor illumination,
proper arrangements would
be made for lighting up such
dark spots. 

He said CCTV cameras
and panic buttons would be
installed in public buses.  He
added that buses and SUVs
would also be run for the
movement of women person-
nel and Asha Jyoti Centres
and women’s shelter homes
would be made more effective
and equipped with all facilities.

Kanpur Development
Authority deputy chairman,
municipal commissioner, addi-
tional district magistrate, police
superintendent (West), deputy
director women welfare and
district probation officer took
part in the meeting.
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KANPUR (PNS): Member of
the Scheduled Castes and
Tribes Commission, Chhavilal
Sudershan, while addressing a
meeting at the Circuit House
here, directed the officials of
the departments concerned to
ensure that people at the grass-
roots level were informed about
the schemes run by the UP
government.

He said all the details of the
schemes need to be apprised to
the beneficiaries without fail.

He said in the revenue vil-
lages, the safai karmacharis
appointed earlier should be
asked to do the work and no
contract or ad hoc worker
should be deployed for any
work related to cleanliness. He
also directed the officials con-
cerned to ensure that com-
plaints in this regard were
taken up on priority and efforts
be made that it did not happen
in coming times.

He said the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes Commission
had come to know that there
was large-scale financial
bungling and irregularities in
the construction of toilets due
to which people at the rural
level were facing several prob-
lems. He directed the officials
to ensure that the work of toi-
let construction was carried out
on a war footing and without
any compromise on quality.

He then directed the social
welfare officer to ensure that
the pending issues related to SC
scholarships, pension and mar-
riage benefits were settled on
top priority. He said all the ben-
eficiaries should be given the
benefits without fail.
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Fresh Covid-19 cases are
showing a worrying

upward trend over the past one
week with India recording its
single-day increase of above
16,000 for the second consec-
utive day on Friday. The infec-
tion tally rose to 1,10,63,491,
while the recoveries have
surged to 1,07,50,680. 

According to data from the
Union Health Ministry on
Friday, a total 16,577 infections
were reported in a day, while
the death toll increased to
1,56,825 with 120 new fatali-
ties. As per the data, the Union
Territory of Lakshadweep has
reported its first death. The 120
new fatalities include 56 from
Maharashtra, 14 from Kerala,
13 from Punjab.

The number of active cases
increased to 1,55,986, which
accounts for 1.41 per cent of
the total infections, the data
stated. The number of people
who have recuperated from the
disease surged to 1,07,50,680
which translates into a nation-
al recovery rate of 97.17 per
cent. The case fatality rate
stood at 1.42 per cent.

India’s Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7; 30 lakh on August
23; 40 lakh on September 5;
and 50 lakh on September 16.
It went past 60 lakh on
September 28; 70 lakh on
October 11; 80 lakh on
October 29; 90 lakh on
November 20; and the one-
crore mark on December 19.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), 21,46,61,465 samples
have been tested up to
February 25, of which 8,31,807

samples were tested on
Thursday.

A total of 1,56,825 deaths
have been reported in the
country so far, including
51,993 from Maharashtra,
12,483 from Tamil Nadu,
12,316 from Karnataka, 10,905
from Delhi, 10,260 from West
Bengal, 8,723 from Uttar
Pradesh, and 7,168 from
Andhra Pradesh.

Meanwhile, the country
has so far since January 26,
2021, vaccinated 1,34,72,643
healthcare and frontline work-
ers. However, no vaccination
will take place on Saturday and
Sunday as the Centre will
enable transition of CoWIN
app from version 1.0 to 2.0
ahead of the commencement
of vaccination from March 1
for people above 60 years of
age and those above 45 years
with comorbidities, said the
Ministry.

The vaccination will take
place at around 10,000 gov-
ernment facilities which will be
free of cost. However, at private
hospitals, beneficiaries will
have to pay for vaccination.

��
�� 567�86.9�

The NIA on Friday filed a
chargesheet before Special

NIA Court here against 11
members of Al Qaeda/AQIS
from West Bengal and Kerala
under various IPC Sections
and provisions of the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act.  

Those chargesheeted are
Murshid Hasan alias Sofiq,
Mosaraf Hoseen, Mainul
Mandal, Lea Yean Ahmed alias
Leion, Najmus Sakib, Iyakub
Biswas, Samim Ansari, Abu
Sufian, Atiur Rahman, Al
Mamun Kamal and Abdul
Momin Mandal. They have
been charged for criminal con-
spiracy, waging war against
the nation, collecting arms
with intention to wage war
against the Government of
India besides provisions of UA
(P) A and Arms Act.

The instant case was regis-
tered following inputs about an
Al Qaeda inspired module
sprouting and operating in
West Bengal and Kerala under
the leadership of Murshid
Hasan alias Sofiq and that the
members of this module were
in an advanced stage of con-
spiracy to execute terrorist
attacks in different parts of the
country.

In synchronised raids con-
ducted on September 19, 2020
across West Bengal and Kerala,
nine alleged terrorists were
arrested. Subsequently, two
more terror operatives were
arrested from West Bengal on
August 26, 2020 and
November1, 2020.

“Investigation has revealed
that Murshid Hasan alias Sofiq
was in touch with Al Qaeda
handlers based in Pakistan and
Bangladesh and had received
instructions along with radical
propaganda material through
encrypted social media plat-
forms from them. Murshid

Hasan along with his other
associates conspired to radi-
calise and recruit more indi-
viduals into the terrorist organ-
isation Al Qaeda,” the NIA said
in a statement.

The accused persons
allegedly disseminated radical
material through social media
and encrypted chat platforms
with an intention to radicalise
and recruit others for estab-
lishing an Islamic State by
waging violent jihad in India,
it said.

Investigation has also
revealed that the group mem-
bers planned to attack indi-
viduals whom they consider
Kafirs. 

The group members had
conducted a series of conspir-
atorial meetings for raising
funds for the purchase of arms

and ammunition/explosive
materials, radicalising and
recruiting more members and
charting out the future course
of action including establishing
a Markaz (a training centre for
providing religious and
weapons training to new
recruits). The accused persons
were also in active communi-
cation with an arms dealer
through their foreign based
handlers and were planning to
receive a consignment of
sophisticated arms and ammu-
nition in the national capital.

“However, their nefarious
plans were obviated by their
timely arrest by NIA. The
accused persons were plan-
ning to attack among others, an
India based Bangladeshi blog-
ger for his views expressed on
social media,” it added.
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The NIA has filed a supple-
mentary chargesheet

against accused Rajakbhai
Kumbhar of Mundra, Gujarat
in an espionage case of Uttar
Pradesh relating to passing on
defence secrets to ISI opera-
tives.

Kumbhar has been
charged for Indian Penal Code
Sections relating to criminal
conspiracy and waging war
against Government of India
besides provisions of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

The case was initially
registered as FIR No. 01/2020
dated January 19, 2020 at
Police Station-ATS, Gomti
Nagar, Lucknow in which
accused Md. Rashid of
Mughal Sarai, Chandoli, UP
was arrested on January 19,
2020 for supplying sensitive
information, photos and
videos of vital installations of
strategic importance to ISI
operatives based in Pakistan.

The NIA had re-regis-

tered this  case as RC-
03/2020/NIA/LKW on April
6, 2020 and took up the
investigation.

Earlier, a chargesheet was
filed against Rashid on July
16 last year for his role in
supplying sensitive, tactical
and strategically important
information about vital
installations and movement
of Indian security forces to
his ISI handlers based in
Pakistan.

“The chargesheeted
accused Rajakbhai Kumbhar
was arrested on September 30
last year. Further investigation
had revealed that he had vis-
ited Pakistan twice on legal
documents. During his return
in the course of second visit,
Kumbhar had come in con-
tact with Pakistani ISI oper-
atives Hamid alias Asim and
he had joined the conspiracy
with the co-accused. He
transferred funds to accused
Md. Rashid for the informa-
tion he had provided to the
ISI operatives in Pakistan,” the
NIA said in a statement.
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The Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research

(CSIR), India’s apex scientific
research organisation, head
Shekhar Mande on Friday bat-
ted for US based Pfizer and
BioNtech’s Covid-19 vaccine
saying that he will try to “con-
vince” the Government to ini-
tiate talks with the pharma
giant and find out ways to
bring it back for vaccination of
people in India.

Not only Pfizer, he said,
the government should also
consider inviting Johnson &
Johnson, Sputnik and
Moderna to India and assert-
ed that India will need at least
4 other vaccines to help finish
immunisation drive faster.

Pfizer had applied for an
emergency-use nod for its
Covid vaccine in India, but
withdrew its application earli-
er this month. 

Mande’s comment comes
in the backdrop of a study that
said that a single dose of Pfizer
and BioNtech’s Covid-19 vac-
cine cuts the number of
asymptomatic infections and
could significantly reduce the
risk of transmission of the
virus. In fact, Pfizer had also
announced earlier this week
that its Covid-19 vaccine can

be stored at warmer tempera-
tures.

Earlier, the vaccine
required storage temperatures
between -80ºC and -60ºC,
which made the vaccine less
viable for India.

Also, the requirement of
multiple options of vaccine
candidates in India will soon
go up as India Wednesday said
private hospitals could start
vaccination now.

“I am not aware of the
issues due to which Pfizer
had withdrawn the application
but now the regulator and
company should try to find a
middle way. Pfizer is per-
forming very well in other
countries,” he told a news
agency.

Pfizer was the first phar-
maceutical firm to apply for
emergency-use authorisation
for its Covid vaccine in India.

However, on February 5, 2021
the company decided to with-
draw its application. 

According to the minutes
of the meeting of the Subject
Expert Committee (SEC), the
expert panel that recommends
vaccines to India’s drug regu-
lator for approval, it had
turned down Pfizer’s propos-
al as the company did not
show interest in conducting
‘bridging trials’ in India.

“The firm has not pro-
posed any plan to generate
safety and immunogenicity
data in Indian population,”
the minutes read.

However, Mande said he
would not like to comment on
why the company withdrew its
application. “I want both of
them, the company and the
regulator to find a middle
way,” he said, according to the
agency.
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The Home Ministry on
Friday said the existing

Covid-19 guidelines will
remain in force till March 31.

In a statement,  the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) said while there has
been a substantial decline in
the active and new Covid-19
cases, there is need to main-
tain surveillance, contain-
ment and caution so as to

fully overcome the pandem-
ic.

The States and Union
Territories have also been
advised to speed up the vac-
cination of the target 
population so as to break the
chain of transmission and
overcome the pandemic.

Accordingly, containment
zones will continue to be
demarcated carefully and 
prescribed containment mea-
sures will be strictly followed.
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Flying within the country
without any check-in bag-

gage could soon get cheaper.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has issued a cir-
cular, allowing airlines to give
concessions in ticket prices to
passengers who carry no bag-
gage or only cabin baggage.
The new rules will provide
tickets for cheap for those pas-
sengers travelling with no
baggage or just cabin baggage.

However, the cabin bag-
gage has to be within the
permissible weight limit. The
services that will now be
chargeable on the opt-in basis
include preferential seating,
meal or snacks or drinking
charges, sports equipment
charges, musical instrument
carriage, fee for special decla-
ration of valuable baggage (
allow for higher unit on car-
rier liability),  charge for using
airline lounges. Currently, a
passenger can carry up to 7
kilograms of cabin baggage
and 15 kilograms of check-in
baggage.

In a circular, the DGCA
said the government has
decided to unbundle certain
services and make them
chargeable on an opt-in basis

based on feedback received
from passengers. The DGCA
said that “as part of airline
baggage policy, scheduled air-
lines will be allowed to offer
free baggage allowance as well
as “zero baggage/no check-in
baggage fares”. 

This will be subject to the
condition that the passenger
booking ticket under such
fare scheme is made aware of
the charges that shall be
applicable if the passenger
turns up with the baggage for
check in at the airline counter.
These applicable charges shall
be reasonable; prominently
displayed to the passenger at
the time of booking of ticket
and also to be printed on the
ticket,” DGCA said in a cir-
cular.

The move comes as an
effort to make flying more
affordable and accessible to
passengers. It is noted that
domestic airlines have seen
10-12 per cent drop in book-
ings as state governments
have tightened measures to
prevent the spread of Covid-
19 in the last two weeks.

Under the new rule, if a
passenger declares s/he will be
travelling with no check-in
baggage or only with cabin
baggage within the 
permissible weight limit, air-
lines can offer tickets at less-
er prices. This declaration
will have to be made at the
time of the booking of the
ticket. “As part of airline bag-
gage policy, scheduled air-
lines will be allowed to offer

free baggage allowance as well
as “zero baggage/no check in
baggage fares,” the DGCA
said in its circular. 

Passengers will be charged
if they choose “no check-in
baggage” fare and turn up at
the airport with check-in lug-
gage.  “These applicable
charges shall be reasonable;
prominently displayed to the
passenger at the time of book-
ing of ticket and also to be
printed on the ticket,” the
DGCA said. It also allowed
unbundling of other services
like preferential seating and
said passengers should be
charged if they opt them.

“On the basis of various
feedback received, it is felt that
many times these services
provided by the airlines may
not be required by the pas-
sengers while travelling.
Considering the fact that
unbundling of services and
charges thereto has the 
potential to make basic fare
more af fordable and 
provide consumer an option
of paying for the services
which he/she wishes to avail,
it has been decided by the gov-
ernment to allow these ser-
vices to be unbundled and
charged separately on opt-in
basis,” the DGCA added.
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The Congress on Friday
demanded a judicial enquiry

into the alleged suicide of Dadra
and Nagar Haveli MP Mohan
Delkar in Mumbai earlier this
week and asked why the Centre
had not acted when he repeat-
edly raised the issue of “harass-
ment” by the Union Territory’s
administrator.

The Opposition party
claimed the seven-time MP,
who was found dead in a hotel
room, had named the adminis-
trator, Praful Khoda Patel, and
other officials of the union ter-
ritory in his purported suicide
note. According to Congress
spokesperson Pawan Khera,
Delkar had in the past written
letters to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah and other senior
leaders, flagging the “harass-
ment” he was facing at the
hands of the administrator and
other officials of Dadra and
Nagra Haveli.

“He (Delkar) had enumer-
ated the manner in which he was
being humiliated and harassed

ever since he won the Lok
Sabha elections in 2019 as an
independent candidate,” Khera
said at AICC Press conference.

“This is a set template of the
Government in power (at the
Centre). If you lose elections,
you try and harass, you try and
intimidate through agencies,
governors, lieutenant governors
and administrators. They try
and browbeat the person, try
and control him or her. If they
agree with you (government),
make them join you, if not then
these are the tragic results,”
Khera alleged.
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With the possibility of
large-scale violence, the

Election Commission (EC) has
directed that the election secu-
rity plan of poll-going States be
jointly decided by a committee
comprising the chief electoral
officer, State police nodal offi-
cer and state Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) coordi-
nator. According to officials,
over 6,600 polling stations in
West Bengal have been identi-
fied as ‘vulnerable’ and 715 crit-
ical ahead of the Assembly
elections while over 2,654
polling stations have been iden-
tified as ‘critical’ and 338 vul-
nerable in Assam.

According to EC, the first
such formal arrangement that
will apply to all future polls, will
ensure randomisation of the
state police and CAPF person-
nel, besides their optimum and
effective utilisation in the inter-
est of free and fair and fair elec-

tions
EC, in a communication

sent to chief electoral officers
of all all states and UTs on
February 8, directed that the
committee comprising state
CEO, state police nodal officer
and CAPF coordinator, shall
periodically/ frequently meet
during the polls to monitor
deployment and ensure effec-
tive and optimum utilisation of
police and security forces. The
committee will also oversee the
arrangements made for the
security forces within the poll-
bound state.

According to the Chief
Election Commissioner Sunil
Arora,  all critical and vulner-
able areas have been identified
and advance teams have been
already deployed across all
four states and one union ter-
ritory Puducherry going to the
polls. “Also, webcasting
arrangements will be in place
at polling stations in critical
and vulnerable areas, while

adequate CAPF (Central
Armed Police Forces) deploy-
ment will be ensured for the
assembly polls, he said.

The CEC Arora said that
the CAPFs/SAP shall also be
deployed in the Expenditure
Sensitive Constituencies and
other vulnerable areas and crit-
ical polling stations as per the
assessment of ground realities
by the CEOs of Assam, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and
Puducherry, in consultation
with the various stakeholders.
“All critical events will be
video-graphed. District
Election Officers will arrange
sufficient number of video and
digital cameras and camera
teams for the purpose,” he
said.

Vulnerable polling stations
have been identified on the
basis of several parameters
which include a polling booth
that has recorded more than
90% polling is classified under
vulnerable category. 
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Investigation agencies CBI
and Enforcement Directorate

on Friday conducted joint raids
at various places in West Bengal
in connection with the multi-
crore coal pilferage scam,
sources in them said.

CBI sources said its sleuths
raided the official and resi-
dential premises of business-
man Randhir Kumar Barnwal
in Kolkata.

ED sources said the agency
has started searches at
Durgapur and Asansol and
also in the city.

Both the agencies are con-
currently probing the scam.

While CBI is looking after
the criminal aspect of it, ED is
delving into the money laun-

dering angle of the scam.
CBI has already examined

Trinamool Congress MP
Abhishek Banerjee’s wife Rujira
for her alleged involvement in
the coal scam. Banerjee in the
nephew of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

It has also issued a look out
notice against alleged kingpin
Anup Majhi, alias Lala, who
has been absconding. 
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The Supreme Court Friday
said it cannot allow sexu-

al harassment cases to be
“swept under the carpet” and
asked a retired District Judge
of Madhya Pradesh to face “in-
house departmental inquiry”
instituted by the high court on
the allegations levelled against
him by a junior woman judi-
cial officer.

“We cannot allow sexual
harassment cases to be swept
under the carpet like this,” a
bench headed by Chief Justice
S A Bobde said.

The Bench, also compris-
ing justices A S Bopanna and
V Ramasubramanian, rejected
vehement submissions of
senior lawyer R
Balasubramanium, appearing

for the former judge, that the
woman judicial officer had
withdrawn her earlier com-
plaint and had categorically
stated that she wanted “con-
ciliation”.

In the proceedings con-
ducted through video confer-
encing, the bench made clear
that it is not going to interfere
with the Madhya Pradesh
High Court order of an
inquiry and said that as on
date the former judge stood
“convicted” and there may be
a chance of his acquittal if he

chooses to face the inquiry.
“You are walking on a

very thin ice you can fall any
time. You may have a chance
in the inquiry they conduct
you may acquitted,” the bench
said, asking him to join the
inquiry.

The counsel for the former
judge then withdrew the
appeal against the high court’’s
order.

Earlier, the top court had
observed that “to flirt with a
junior official is not acceptable
conduct for a judge”.

It, however, had taken
note of submission of
Balasubramanium that sexual
harassment allegations were
levelled against the former
judge only when he was in the
zone consideration for eleva-
tion as a high court judge.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to entertain

a plea challenging the Centre’s
decision to make FASTag
mandatory for all the vehicles.

The Government has made
FASTag mandatory from
February 15 midnight and any
vehicle not fitted with it will be
charged double the toll at elec-

tronic toll plazas across the
country, the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways has
said.

A three-judge Bench of
Chief Justice SA Bobde, Justice
Bopanna and Justice V
Ramasubramanian asked the
petitioner to approach the
Delhi High Court and granted
the petitioner liberty to with-
draw the plea.
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We have all heard the term,
the “new normal”, things like
working from home, fewer
people commuting and the
need for hygiene. But other
than everyone wearing face
masks and the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) staff wearing shields
and attaching a handle to their
metal detector “wands”, flying
in 2021 was not very different
from flying in 2019 and before.
Though I did sanitise my
hands after going through
security which I feel is the
biggest congregation point of
the entire flying process, it felt
the same as before. I must state,
at no point did I feel unsafe and
while I would not go as far as
to claim that there was a lais-
sez faire attitude, you really
would not have guessed that
there was a pandemic going on.

Now part of this can be
explained by India’s caseload,
something that was well
explained by oncologist and
award-winning medical writer
Siddhartha Mukherjee in The
New Yorker recently. It eluci-
dated on the concept that
because we live in India and
have been exposed to so many
pathogens before, maybe we
had been exposed to a “rela-
tive” of the COVID-19 virus
and that gave our bodies the
B-cells and the T-cells needed

to deal with the virus. What
else could explain the low
death toll in India, many parts
of sub-Saharan Africa and
South-East Asia? One could
argue that the “true” death toll
has been suppressed but there
is no way to hide hundreds of
thousands of deaths; people
would be talking about it,
and that clearly isn’t the case.

That said, we should still be
careful, particularly since there
is in all likelihood a more vir-
ulent strain doing the rounds.
It may (or may not) be more
deadly, but it would be stupid
to find that out the hard way.
I was flying on Vistara and
while mask compliance was
followed, the flight was packed
with families travelling to Goa
to get away from the boredom,
one presumes. Some passen-
gers stuck in the middle seats
were covered in their woven-
fibre protective suits and most
people kept their face-shields
on during the flight.

But it was not so much the
flying experience, but what I
saw in Goa which was scary.
My hosts had organised din-
ner at a popular nightspot and
it was crowded. There were
few precautions being taken
and while the bouncers were
taking temperatures using an
infra-red scanner, it was quite
evident that the public at large

had travelled to the party
State to leave their
Coronavirus worries behind.
‘Thalassa’ on Vagator beach
was packed to the rafters and
nobody appeared to care.

With the Goa airport see-
ing flights from every corner
of the country even if some
States ask for the returnees to
be tested, the crowds at restau-
rants and bars were back to
pre-COVID levels, just that
they were almost completely
Indian with very few foreign-
ers. That said, there were some
expats around; those who had
business and diplomatic visas
and they were praising the
Government and Indians for
taking such a “Zen” attitude to
the pandemic. 

It was really incredible.
Either people were not worried
or they had reverted to their
usual “dekha jayega” (we will
see) attitude. Or maybe this
was another example of Goan
“susegad”, the chilled-out laid-
back attitude. I still don’t know
whether it is the attitude to
adopt, but being constantly
stressed about the virus is
clearly not the way to be. But
the “new normal” doesn’t real-
ly seem very different from the
“old normal”.

(The author is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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It is not good form to write
columns in the first person
but since this column talks of
a personal experience, I will

be writing it as such. The expe-
rience in question was catching a
flight for the first time in 350 days.
Part of my work involves evalu-
ating and reviewing motor vehi-
cles and that invariably involves
a lot of travel, although the
COVID-19 pandemic ensured
that the few drives we did in 2020
all occurred in the Delhi-NCR
and were fairly well-managed.
Car companies don’t do events in
places like Goa because of the sun
and sand or because folks like me
enjoy flying, there are hundreds
of decent hotel properties in Goa
and the State is connected by
flight to almost every major city
in India. So, to do a media drive
in Goa makes immense sense; in
fact it is probably cheaper than
organising individual drives in
different cities and is definitely
logistically easier.

I had promised myself that
I would not fly in 2020, even after
flights resumed and a few isolat-
ed automotive events took place.
But as the new year rolled
around and the first events
began to be planned, one could
not put off travel much longer.
After all, working in a newspa-
per, I had been reading first-
hand how the Government has
more or less brought the pan-
demic in check. Of course, by the
time I did eventually fly that had
actually changed a bit with the
new strain emerging in
Maharashtra. However, my tick-
ets were booked and I was tak-
ing a flight after 350 days.

A drive that once seemed like
a weekly commute to Terminal
3 from my house appeared
strange, not least because this was
my first time in a taxi after almost
a year. Traffic to and from the air-
port seemed normal and the few
jams were more to do with the
construction of the new flyover
taxiways. Since my flight was in
the afternoon, there was less
chaos at the drop-off area.
Airlines are running at a restrict-
ed domestic schedule at about
three-quarters capacity and with
very few international flights,
India’s largest airport terminal did
not feel crowded.

�������	

�������	
����	�����������
Sir — This refers to the editorial ‘Slip of
the tongue?’ (February 26).  Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi has yet again proved
that he is suitable for politics and can
make the BJP and its leaders uncomfort-
able. The BJP leaders, including the top
brass, fear the popularity that Rahul
enjoys among people and miss no oppor-
tunity to project the Gandhi scion in bad
light or poke fun at him. 

They know that only he can change
political equations and has the ability to
lead the country. On the other hand,
knowingly or otherwise, Rahul makes
such statements or speeches which give
good fodder to the BJP to keep attacking
him, his family and also the Congress.
Attacking Rahul gives the ruling party an
opportunity to cover up its own failures.
All the BJP leaders talk about 70 years of
Congress rule alleging that the ‘Grand Old
Party’ did nothing for the nation but
rather looted it. However, they fail to
count the achievements of the Congress
against which the seven years of the BJP’s
rule stand nowhere. 

Fuel prices are at an all-time high, the
economy is at all-time low, unemployment
rates are high and there are no jobs in the
Government sector. The Modi
Government is doing rampant privatisation
to benefit its corporate friends and is least
concerned about the plight of the poor and
the have-nots. Only a Government under
Rahul’s leadership can save the nation and
put the economy back on tracks.

N Nagarajan | Secunderabad
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Sir — There is finally the good news that
fugitive diamond merchant Nirav Modi,
wanted in India on charges of fraud and
money laundering in Punjab National
Bank (PNB) scam case, will be extradit-
ed from the UK. Mumbai’s Arthur Road
jail has kept a special cell ready to lodge
him. It is like a win-win situation for the
Indian Government and authorities.
Further, the UK judge ruled that there is
no evidence to suggest that Nirav would

not receive a fair trial in India. With this,
Nirav lost his nearly two-year-long legal
battle against extradition on all grounds. 

The 49-year-old fugitive businessman
has been repeatedly denied bail due to the
seriousness of the allegations against
him and remains behind bars in a London
prison since his arrest in March 2019. It
will also set an example for other crimi-
nals who flee the country after commit-
ting financial and other crimes and think
they can get away with it. Such criminals
and fugitives can afford big lawyers, but
they must remember that law is above all
and it’s not easy to hide or escape its long
hands. All fugitives should be extradited
and punished as per the law of India.

CK Ramani | Chennai
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Sir — It is really shocking that Rajesh Das,
the Special Director General of Police,
Tamil Nadu, has turned out to be a black
sheep as he is accused of misbehaving
with a female IPS officer on duty and sex-

ually harassing her. This is what happens
when officers are promoted to senior
positions, particularly in the police
department, without taking into account
their past records but rather on various
other considerations. It is also unwarrant-
ed that posts such as Special DGP are cre-
ated with the intention of accommodat-
ing blue-eyed officers.

Suspension would not be sufficient
in his case and he should be summarily
dismissed from service as the female IPS
officer has come forward to lodge a com-
plaint against him.

It is expected that the panel to probe
the harassment charge would do a fair job
and submit its final report in record time.
If women police officers are not safe and
are vulnerable to such crimes at the hands
of their own colleagues, the plight of com-
mon women is not hard to understand.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai 
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The recent havoc in the Chamoli district of
Uttarakhand — where a large part of the
Nanda Devi glacier fell into the Alaknanda

stream near Joshimath and caused severe flood-
ing that resulted in the hydropower projects of Rishi
Ganga and NTPC Tapovan Vishnugad plus many
buildings being destroyed and scores of people
being killed — has raised the pertinent question:
Is this development or the destruction of the envi-
ronment and people? The Chamoli incident has
brought back the traumatic memories of the June
2013 tragedy when the Mandakini river was sud-
denly flooded after a cloudburst and the flow of
water killed more than 5,000 people and left mil-
lions stranded in floodwater for days. The fact
remains that though Uttarakhand is blessed with
natural beauty and invaluable resources such as
dense forests, rivers and mountains, it has a very
fragile ecosystem. Hence, the State is prone to nat-
ural disasters. An earthquake of the magnitude 6.8
on the Richter scale hit the district of Uttarkashi
in 1991, killing hundreds of people and destroy-
ing thousands of houses. Another earthquake in
1999 in Chamoli killed hundreds, too. The entire
Malpa village of Pithoragarh was devastated by a
massive landslide in 1999 and 250 people lost their
lives.  

Though earthquakes, cloudbursts, landslides,
massive avalanches and other natural disasters have
been a part of natural processes in Uttarakhand
for centuries, the increase in their frequency and
depth of intensity is due to human activities. The
natives of Uttarakhand are acutely aware and have
widespread knowledge about the fragility and eco-
sensitivity of their environment. For centuries they
have lived in harmony with the environment, but
now, this stability is being threatened by indiscrim-
inate development and flagrant violation of envi-
ronmental rules. They have been trying to save their
State for a long time. 

As early as June 1950, Mira Behn, an environ-
mental activist of Garhwal, published an article
titled ‘Something is wrong in the Himalayas’ doc-
umenting that the flash floods in Uttarakhand are
bound to wreak havoc as the sensitivity of the envi-
ronment is being overlooked during the econom-
ic development process. Later, she also wrote to
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on the issue. It is per-
tinent to note that the site of the recent mishap is
the cradle of the Chipko Movement that was ini-
tiated to save trees from commercial lumber firms.
The first protest occurred near the village of Mandal
in the upper Alaknanda valley in April 1973. Alas,
governments past and present have neither listened
to the cries of locals and environmental activists
nor learnt any lessons from the tragedy of 2013.
Still, more than 50 hydroelectric projects are under-
way on the Alaknanda and Bhagirathi rivers, even
though a committee of experts warned that such
projects were a threat to the State and its frail ecol-
ogy.

In fact, Uma Bharti, a senior BJP leader and
former Water Resources Minister, in her time had
requested the Centre not to build power projects
on the Ganga river and its major tributaries since
the Himalayas are a fragile area. Following the
recent catastrophe in Uttarakhand, the
Government needs to seriously reconsider its stance
on building hydroelectric dams in the region. It
should no longer ignore the advice and warnings

of experts. Magsaysay Award win-
ner Chandi Prasad said that he had
written a letter to the then
Environment Minister in 2010
warning about the adverse effects of
hydropower project on Rishi Ganga.
His worst fears were realised in 2021.
He claimed that if his warning had
been heeded in 2010, the catastro-
phe would have been prevented.
Rising temperatures are melting
the glaciers rapidly and, according
to a report by the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD), this melt-
ing doubled between 1980-2005.
Even if the Government cuts green-
house gas (GHG) emissions in
accordance with the Paris Climate
Agreement, one-third of the glaci-
ers of the Himalayan and Hindu
Kush mountain ranges will melt by
the end of the 21st century. Hence,
urgent action needs to be taken
sooner as natural disasters are like-
ly to increase with temperature
rise. 

An increase in natural disasters
in India is a result of climate change,
but an increase in their impact is due
to overexploitation of natural
resources. The Centre and State
Governments have been pursuing
pro-corporate development by
ignoring environmental norms.

Uttarakhand is inviting climat-
ic tragedies and destroying its beau-
ty by regularly flouting the
Environmental Impact Assessment
Laws to build a 900-km-long stretch
of the Char Dham route. Shockingly,

these roads pass through an environ-
mentally-sensitive zone. The con-
struction of this 900 km stretch was
done by dividing it into 53 small sec-
tions. 

The Environmental Impact
Assessment Department’s permis-
sion has to be sought to construct
more than 100 km of a road that is
passing through environmentally
sensitive areas. This road’s width is
being kept at 12 metres, for which
land with a width of 24 metres
would be required. Significantly,
most European countries have kept
the width of their roads in the
mountains to eight metres.

In the aftermath of the February
7 catastrophe, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had said that the
country stands by Uttarakhand. He
also announced financial assistance
to the families of the victims. But
such promises and financial aid are
of no use for Uttarakhandis as con-
tinuous negligence of environmen-
tal regulations by successive govern-
ments has led to repeated natural
disasters. A few lakhs in assistance
from the Centre and State won’t help
people rebuild their houses or bring
back their loved ones. To prevent
such emotional and financial loss-
es to the people, the Government
should mend its pro-corporate eco-
nomic development methods.

The massive loss of life and
property resulting from natural dis-
asters should serve as a warning sig-
nal to the Central Government and
make it realise that it must strictly

abide by environmental norms.
However, the Government seems to
be in no mood to hear the alarm
bells as the Central Government is
planning to relax environmental
standards for Mopa Airport in Goa,
sand mining in Uttar Pradesh,
Sterlite Copper  in Tamil Nadu and
construction activities in and around
Delhi, which have been blocked by
the Supreme Court and the National
Green Tribunal. Meanwhile, the
NITI Aayog — the Government’s
apex think tank — has commis-
sioned a study that seeks to exam-
ine the “unintended economic con-
sequences” of judicial decisions that
have hindered and stalled big pro-
jects on environmental pretexts. 

If mountainous areas of the
country, including Uttarakhand and
their people, are to be saved, then it
is incumbent upon the Central
Government not to carry out devel-
opment work in these areas without
seeking the opinions of geologists
and the locals. 

The Government should imme-
diately ban unsustainable develop-
ment projects in the hilly regions, be
it the Char Dham route or
hydropower projects. If this does not
happen, the people of these areas will
be forced to endure frequent natur-
al disasters in the future. The peo-
ple living in the hilly regions and the
country at large demand that the
Central Government adopt a pro-
people and pro-nature develop-
ment model instead of a pro-corpo-
rate economic development one. 
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The farmers’ protest
reflects their approach
towards securing their

future, and soon there would be
a solution to that. But there still
looms a larger crisis for India
and its people, including the
farmers. One of the most fer-
tile lands on Earth today stands
as the most water challenged
nations in the world. India has
the highest number of people
in the world without access to
safe water. Over 80 million peo-
ple — a majority from impov-
erished communities — living
on less than $4 a day, are
forced to collect dirty water
from open ponds and rivers or
spend most of what they earn
buying water from tankers.

A report by the NITI
Aayog in 2018 revealed that 75
per cent of households do not
have drinking water on the
premises; 84 per cent of rural
households do not have piped
water access; 70 per cent of the

water is contaminated and
wastewater treatment remains
stuck at the national average of
over 33 per cent, leading to the
high burden of waterborne
diseases.

More than 600 million
people in India face high to
extreme water stress and 21
cities, including New Delhi,
Bengaluru and Chennai, will
run out of groundwater soon,
affecting 100 million people.
Critical groundwater resources,
which account for 40 per cent
of our water supply, are being
exploited at unsustainable rates.
India is already plagued with
groundwater contaminated
with iron, nitrate, chlorine,
along with the predominant
arsenic and fluoride, both pos-
ing human health risks.

A study published by Duke
University in 2018 found ura-
nium contamination in aquifer-
drawn groundwater in 16
Indian States.Water Index

scores vary widely, but most
States have achieved a score
below 50 per cent and could
significantly improve their
water resource management
practices. 

Because of this, food secu-
rity is at a risk as the low per-
formers on the Water Index are
home to over 50 per cent of the
country’s population and its
agricultural baskets. The low
performers, worryingly, com-
prise the populous northern
States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Rajasthan, Haryana and others,
and are home to over 600 mil-
lion people. Given the combi-
nation of rapidly declining
groundwater levels and limit-
ed policy action this is also like-
ly to be a significant food
security risk for the country
going forward.

Critical groundwater
resources, which account for 40
per cent of our water supply, are
being depleted at unsustainable

rates. Droughts are becoming
more frequent, creating severe
problems for India’s rain-
dependent farmers (over 53 per
cent of agriculture is rainfed).
When water is available, it is
likely to be contaminated,
resulting in nearly 2,00,000
deaths each year. Interstate
disagreements are on the rise,
with seven major disputes cur-
rently raging, pointing to the
fact that limited frameworks

and institutions are in place for
national water governance.

By 2030, the country’s
water demand is projected to be
twice than the available supply,
implying severe water scarcity
for hundreds of millions of peo-
ple and an eventual over six per
cent loss in the country’s GDP.
As per the report of the
National Commission for
Integrated Water Resource
Development of MoWR, water
requirement by 2050 in a high
use scenario is likely to be a
milder 1,180 BCM, whereas the
present-day availability is 695
BCM.

The total availability of
water possible in country is still
lower than this projected
demand, at 1,137 BCM. Thus,
there is an imminent need to
deepen our understanding of
water resources and usage and
put in place interventions that
make water use efficient and
sustainable. Israel is the world

leader in water governance.
And India has partnered with
them to share methods and
technology. There is a need for
more such partnerships,
knowledge transfer but more
than that, it is awareness that is
needed by common users
about the impending water
crisis.

With nearly 70 per cent of
the water being contaminated,
India ranks 120 out of 122
countries on the water quality
index. Policymakers face a dif-
ficult situation because there is
not enough data available on
how households and industries
use and manage water. 

There is an urgent need to
deepen understanding of our
water resources and usage and
put in place interventions that
make water use efficient and
sustainable. Consumers and
industries need to look at the
4Rs with renewed rigour.
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle,

Recharge.” India has an
extremely low rainwater har-
vesting percentage, varying
from three-six per cent of
annual rainfall. Large-scale
watershed management is
imperative for holistic manage-
ment of ecosystems. Coupled
with stronger implementation
policies and regulations, an
ecosystem management
approach will bring in adoption
of newer conservation tech-
nologies. 

The agriculture sector will
evolve further to improve irri-
gation and water use efficien-
cy. All this is not possible with-
out investment in education
and awareness. Community
governance and partnerships,
water pricing a strong waste-
water recycling ecosystem and
increasing rainwater, stormwa-
ter harvesting will make peo-
ple realise the importance of
every drop of water and pro-
mote sustainable use.
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Script Open High Low LTP
ICICIBANK 615.50 615.55 591.05 597.60
RELIANCE 2109.00 2133.40 2070.15 2083.85
TATAMOTORS 324.00 333.00 318.80 323.00
TATACHEM 727.00 757.00 712.10 738.85
SBIN 400.40 401.05 387.00 390.20
ADANIPORTS 694.00 703.45 668.20 674.05
BAJFINANCE 5350.10 5465.05 5197.05 5238.30
COALINDIA 156.00 162.95 150.50 152.15
BHEL 45.90 48.80 45.20 47.65
SAIL 72.35 77.50 71.00 76.50
BHARTIARTL 574.85 585.80 551.80 557.10
INDUSINDBK 1074.00 1083.00 1051.60 1063.30
TATASTEEL 724.00 741.75 711.60 714.80
JUSTDIAL 776.00 833.50 704.35 716.35
HDFCBANK 1583.10 1588.15 1521.50 1534.35
AXISBANK 746.90 755.25 718.65 724.70
TATAPOWER 95.00 96.45 93.00 95.10
MARUTI 6900.00 7074.05 6824.00 6872.65
HINDCOPPER 143.95 154.55 131.65 149.80
IDEA 11.50 11.75 11.25 11.33
TCS 2968.50 2971.90 2881.35 2896.05
INFY 1261.20 1274.15 1244.60 1252.35
BPCL 458.00 466.35 440.25 449.90
ADANIENT 835.00 860.80 819.70 833.20
PNB 41.20 41.70 40.30 40.85
DLF 306.05 310.70 300.50 302.90
BANKBARODA 87.25 87.25 85.00 85.40
IRCTC 1695.00 1810.00 1681.90 1758.65
AMBUJACEM 277.80 288.40 271.65 273.65
HDFC 2622.35 2631.30 2521.00 2539.05
LT 1480.00 1493.00 1436.95 1442.25
LUPIN 1018.90 1060.00 1004.55 1018.50
ONGC 115.90 118.40 110.00 111.15
M&M 849.00 852.00 799.10 804.85
SUNPHARMA 601.00 621.15 590.00 595.30
GAIL 148.15 149.70 140.55 141.75
HSCL 49.85 56.35 48.10 52.20
RCF 71.50 80.90 71.10 75.90
HINDUNILVR 2151.15 2182.00 2122.00 2132.05
IBULHSGFIN 220.00 224.00 214.70 218.70
HINDALCO 341.15 349.55 334.80 340.30
KOTAKBANK 1863.00 1868.00 1773.10 1782.35
CIPLA 806.70 820.35 780.20 786.55
ASHOKLEY 129.00 130.50 124.50 128.90
VEDL 205.75 214.60 204.10 206.90
NATIONALUM 56.05 61.20 55.85 60.00
NTPC 107.45 110.95 104.60 107.20
IOC 99.50 101.95 97.20 98.00
GRASIM 1259.50 1269.95 1192.25 1199.60
CANBK 159.05 160.60 155.20 157.00
ITC 207.95 207.95 203.10 204.05
ASIANPAINT 2348.00 2361.35 2261.45 2277.45
PEL 1901.00 1951.25 1810.10 1828.50
TATACONSUM 581.00 625.75 581.00 608.65
QUESS 746.00 786.00 742.05 751.40
UPL 582.00 589.15 555.35 561.10
APOLLOHOSP 3090.00 3174.45 3023.40 3060.50
WIPRO 416.00 419.75 408.00 410.20
BAJAJFINSV 10013.25 10109.70 9598.05 9652.70
RAIN 164.20 175.35 157.00 165.45
HEROMOTOCO 3380.00 3415.90 3201.15 3227.40
RBLBANK 239.95 241.80 233.40 235.15
BRITANNIA 3390.00 3407.95 3350.00 3363.60
ACC 1754.70 1850.00 1714.00 1732.95
JUBLFOOD 3000.00 3090.00 2925.50 2995.80
NESTLEIND 16075.00 16287.20 16010.00 16097.70
EICHERMOT 2513.35 2545.15 2464.50 2497.50
ULTRACEMCO 6380.00 6487.40 6065.55 6114.60
PVR 1380.00 1407.00 1321.25 1361.20
MRF 87347.00 87347.00 83786.00 84470.30
DRREDDY 4475.00 4558.25 4406.00 4424.60
ZEEL 203.00 208.50 200.05 201.00
SOUTHBANK 9.08 10.25 9.01 9.84
ADANIGREEN 1122.00 1185.65 1075.75 1168.05
M&MFIN 216.00 216.00 202.55 203.70
ESCORTS 1277.30 1336.45 1277.30 1310.60
IDFCFIRSTB 63.90 64.35 62.40 63.55
SBICARD 1081.00 1111.00 1062.20 1068.80
SRTRANSFIN 1364.70 1364.70 1270.60 1282.25
AUROPHARMA 852.00 872.00 844.50 854.90
TATACOFFEE 117.00 135.55 115.45 129.75
JSWSTEEL 413.00 421.20 392.30 395.80
HDFCLIFE 725.00 732.60 694.10 701.40
MOTHERSUMI 216.70 217.90 209.40 214.05
BANDHANBNK 335.00 350.50 332.80 345.05
HCLTECH 910.00 925.00 905.00 909.45
POWERGRID 222.90 227.10 211.25 214.80
HAVELLS 1168.90 1195.95 1096.50 1107.20
PIIND 2200.00 2244.75 2138.25 2182.05
L&TFH 102.30 106.05 102.30 104.80
TECHM 950.00 950.00 915.05 918.60
DEEPAKNI 1390.00 1444.50 1359.90 1369.10
LICHSGFIN 445.00 445.00 428.10 429.60
DIXON 19600.00 20095.00 19370.00 19851.55
HINDPETRO* 250.00 255.00 233.65 240.35
NMDC 128.00 131.40 124.40 127.05
DMART 3086.60 3103.95 2950.00 2993.65
NBCC 41.30 43.95 40.70 42.85
GMRINFRA 26.85 26.95 25.90 26.10
JINDALSTEL 341.00 345.85 332.15 335.85
APOLLOTYRE 235.50 238.00 227.20 232.00
MMTC 35.75 42.30 35.05 40.10
NAUKRI 4910.00 4967.15 4761.70 4898.80
TITAN 1420.00 1431.30 1404.00 1407.00
ENGINERSIN 75.00 82.25 73.50 80.10
WOCKPHARMA 485.00 522.45 485.00 500.90
VOLTAS 1044.20 1053.80 1009.85 1017.30
CONCOR 573.00 585.30 550.20 558.10

MUTHOOTFIN 1305.35 1321.45 1271.00 1299.25
FEDERALBNK 85.40 85.40 82.10 83.60
NAVINFLUOR 2430.00 2628.00 2420.00 2542.10
GSFC 87.00 92.05 85.10 88.90
CHOLAFIN 516.90 522.85 500.45 518.95
CENTRALBK 19.50 20.40 18.80 19.24
MARICO 412.00 412.60 391.20 397.20
BEML 1060.00 1097.80 1033.90 1079.10
BIOCON 397.90 401.85 388.00 390.00
IEX 297.70 301.00 286.40 289.80
TATAELXSI 2660.00 2705.50 2608.00 2652.85
BEL 139.90 142.35 136.00 137.20
MAHABANK 24.70 25.47 23.61 24.10
TATAMETALI 790.00 795.85 761.75 767.70

DIVISLAB 3433.00 3482.50 3330.00 3368.25
IGL 512.00 518.55 487.35 492.75
SANOFI 8099.95 8354.00 8072.55 8268.85
ABCAPITAL 117.90 125.50 116.20 123.65
GNFC 275.00 298.90 270.15 291.80
DELTACORP 149.00 150.70 146.70 147.70
PETRONET 257.00 259.05 251.45 256.20
BALKRISIND 1550.00 1590.00 1540.50 1555.95
MFSL 874.90 882.70 855.25 866.45
IOB 18.45 18.79 17.13 17.89
IDBI 30.75 33.20 30.30 31.55
STAR 854.95 862.35 825.65 833.50
DEEPAKFERT 179.00 192.80 176.25 184.45
AMARAJABAT 887.90 889.15 873.00 884.60
RECLTD 141.85 142.10 134.50 135.50
TRENT 814.95 823.25 786.05 809.70
PAGEIND 28500.00 28751.70 27605.90 28086.30
INDUSTOWER 269.00 272.85 253.60 257.40
BHARATFORG 607.00 615.80 597.50 610.20
3MINDIA 22000.00 24000.00 21842.20 23093.90
RAMCOCEM 983.40 1013.60 958.30 970.00
GRANULES 323.75 335.90 319.00 323.40
GREAVESCOT 131.50 146.05 126.15 137.15
PFC 128.50 128.50 123.45 124.10
PIDILITIND 1700.15 1731.00 1676.15 1684.75
CUMMINSIND 776.00 801.00 776.00 788.90
BAJAJ-AUTO 3916.40 3935.25 3778.00 3800.70
BERGEPAINT 710.35 719.50 675.00 679.90
SUZLON 5.73 5.90 5.53 5.81
CADILAHC 439.00 443.70 430.00 434.75
IBREALEST 90.90 92.75 87.40 89.25
HUDCO 46.10 51.50 45.95 49.00
SIEMENS 1908.00 1944.20 1837.45 1850.15
ICICIGI 1465.30 1479.40 1382.00 1419.50
SUNTV 507.00 510.90 491.00 493.40
EXIDEIND 206.50 207.85 201.00 202.50
INDIACEM 165.50 171.65 161.00 162.80
GODREJPROP 1505.55 1556.40 1492.85 1538.90
CGCL 370.00 372.80 354.00 370.80
UNIONBANK 40.95 40.95 38.60 40.60
CENTURYTEX 486.90 492.60 475.85 481.85
DABUR 510.00 513.60 501.20 503.35
SRF 5400.05 5540.00 5315.00 5443.70
HDFCAMC 2925.00 2982.95 2901.05 2937.65
NBVENTURES 67.65 76.25 67.65 72.65
MANAPPURAM 178.45 179.45 172.95 176.20
MGL 1117.20 1203.05 1117.20 1158.20
IDFC 55.35 56.70 53.00 55.15
ATGL 494.35 519.30 484.00 512.05
COLPAL 1565.00 1599.35 1556.00 1580.90
LTI 3658.05 3658.05 3570.00 3597.45
TATAMTRDVR 125.10 132.50 124.70 129.00
MINDTREE 1598.00 1624.00 1550.95 1599.35
MRPL 38.20 42.10 38.10 40.25
HEG 1455.00 1482.20 1428.00 1445.80
SHREECEM 27399.95 27699.70 26224.75 26506.65
ADANITRANS 729.00 769.10 724.00 749.60
BAJAJHLDNG 3720.00 3784.80 3538.40 3631.25
ABFRL 177.90 185.00 176.80 183.75
PCJEWELLER 30.00 30.80 29.30 29.80
ICICIPRULI 477.90 477.90 457.80 461.30
COROMANDEL 760.00 778.55 760.00 771.40
INFIBEAM 90.00 92.55 88.50 91.10
BOMDYEING 74.90 76.40 73.50 74.05
GRAPHITE 487.85 496.15 477.05 481.35
INDIGO 1653.00 1653.95 1608.00 1623.15
EQUITAS 88.30 91.30 83.55 85.55
SONATSOFTW 489.90 490.00 472.35 478.90
GLENMARK 470.00 477.60 463.00 467.00
APLLTD 885.00 928.00 882.40 919.15
SPICEJET 83.00 84.80 82.50 82.70
TORNTPOWER 380.00 392.00 374.25 381.60
GMM 4087.00 4194.20 4062.00 4106.50
HAL 1094.70 1114.10 1071.50 1087.40
SCI 99.45 103.90 98.10 99.95
AUBANK 1164.70 1164.70 1090.00 1127.00
ISEC 407.95 407.95 400.80 406.80
INDHOTEL 118.05 124.00 117.50 122.85

DISHTV 11.50 11.52 11.17 11.32
INDIANB 138.20 141.65 135.55 136.15
ASHOKA 106.15 114.50 106.15 112.80
NAM-INDIA 338.00 343.55 326.55 329.80
BANKINDIA 82.00 84.90 82.00 82.45
CROMPTON 384.90 389.30 377.45 385.30
LAURUSLABS 356.00 356.90 347.15 350.40
BOSCHLTD 15088.00 15088.00 14590.00 14850.30
AMBER 3122.05 3310.45 3122.05 3231.65
HFCL 29.30 30.25 28.85 29.25
BLISSGVS 175.70 176.00 173.20 174.60
BATAINDIA 1486.00 1486.00 1435.00 1437.95
TVSMOTOR 585.15 597.60 585.15 595.05
INOXLEISUR 307.55 315.05 298.30 307.30
SYMPHONY 1045.00 1169.20 1045.00 1121.70
UJJIVAN 246.10 252.00 241.85 244.40
TORNTPHARM 2440.00 2486.65 2408.55 2429.55
CEATLTD 1660.00 1660.60 1568.00 1594.20
INDIAMART 8680.45 8680.45 8500.00 8596.95
GODREJCP 696.05 703.75 681.00 685.80
ZENSARTECH 292.30 308.55 290.00 294.55
RAYMOND 376.25 381.90 368.10 371.55
TRIDENT 13.90 13.99 13.75 13.82
COFORGE 2480.00 2587.30 2449.70 2538.50
HINDZINC 304.95 309.75 292.60 297.25
DALBHARAT 1420.95 1570.00 1419.65 1434.75
VIPIND 386.00 414.60 383.25 401.10
RVNL 31.90 32.75 31.20 31.80
GESHIP 304.90 334.50 298.45 312.05
FINOLEXIND 641.00 641.00 608.70 613.15
GUJGAS 488.00 503.25 485.25 494.40
POWERINDIA 1590.00 1656.00 1419.05 1439.45
WELCORP 129.75 133.95 125.50 130.60
PNCINFRA 258.85 273.50 242.55 269.30
FSL 100.00 100.95 97.95 99.55
JKTYRE 124.50 125.95 120.70 124.10
CREDITACC 682.70 700.70 673.95 682.20
KSB 709.00 787.00 680.00 724.70
TATACOMM 940.00 1105.00 940.00 1082.15
CHAMBLFERT 242.50 249.50 236.75 243.95
NOCIL 170.00 172.05 165.25 166.25
DBL 661.85 697.00 646.20 679.80
PTC 76.75 77.00 72.80 73.75
GICRE 194.80 197.55 188.00 189.15
PFIZER 4510.00 4565.00 4481.60 4550.70
SBILIFE 865.00 878.00 858.05 867.10
GMDCLTD 62.15 63.70 60.50 61.95
POLYCAB 1325.00 1360.45 1315.95 1336.65
IPCALAB 1874.95 1874.95 1820.05 1849.30
PHILIPCARB 199.00 202.20 196.00 196.80
ADANIPOWER 56.00 56.20 55.00 55.25
NCC 90.30 91.20 88.00 89.05
MPHASIS 1620.00 1664.40 1610.05 1647.05
WABAG 275.00 292.30 273.95 285.80
UJJIVANSFB 33.60 34.10 33.15 33.55
ABB 1502.00 1563.10 1500.05 1532.15
CENTURYPLY 303.25 310.55 300.90 306.30
IIFL 272.90 288.10 264.80 278.00
JBCHEPHARM 1138.95 1205.00 1106.60 1117.25
SWANENERGY 145.00 148.40 141.15 144.60
SCHNEIDER 107.00 118.75 107.00 114.35
KTKBANK 68.20 69.15 67.35 67.75
BAJAJELEC 981.00 991.95 945.00 957.70
UBL 1192.50 1194.20 1153.15 1158.00
HONAUT 46110.75 47241.90 44904.20 44994.85
NATCOPHARM 815.00 820.00 795.10 812.60
VGUARD 228.50 230.90 221.30 224.80
BAJAJCON 246.00 251.05 241.40 242.55
MEGH 79.00 82.35 78.90 81.05
OIL 125.95 127.85 124.50 126.30
PNBHOUSING 450.00 454.15 436.20 439.65
ALKEM 2752.00 2825.00 2708.30 2718.60
JAICORPLTD 93.90 93.90 90.10 90.50
BLUESTARCO 842.40 874.85 832.60 869.45
ASTRAZEN 3480.00 3485.20 3410.00 3438.15
ITDC 314.00 342.90 311.85 323.25
RADICO 550.60 576.00 549.45 570.45
MINDACORP 98.30 106.80 98.30 103.10
GARFIBRES 2602.00 2750.00 2493.85 2590.70
JKPAPER 145.00 147.50 142.00 145.45
JINDALSAW 80.70 81.95 78.50 79.55
BALMLAWRIE 120.00 126.50 119.60 123.00
BSOFT 230.00 231.65 225.35 227.00
DCAL 119.00 124.80 116.65 117.90
CYIENT 634.95 665.00 634.35 655.00
THERMAX 1262.95 1435.00 1262.95 1358.70
UCOBANK 14.00 14.25 13.90 13.94
SUPREMEIND 2018.70 2063.80 1942.25 2026.75
MCX 1517.00 1522.45 1492.00 1512.75
CUB 163.90 170.00 162.70 165.25
VBL 1030.00 1059.60 1018.45 1039.40
NIACL 158.00 160.70 152.00 153.55
JKCEMENT 2593.00 2705.00 2580.30 2686.25
LTTS 2629.95 2629.95 2538.75 2566.60
FORTIS 159.00 160.50 157.00 158.45
JAMNAAUTO 67.30 70.40 65.75 69.35
J&KBANK 29.40 29.40 28.65 29.05
LALPATHLAB 2315.00 2354.35 2242.00 2301.75
SYNGENE 557.50 562.00 553.55 558.85
FCONSUMER 7.86 8.35 7.82 8.01
PRESTIGE 301.00 303.75 290.30 298.40
CANFINHOME 488.25 488.85 475.00 478.70
CASTROLIND 127.90 129.95 126.85 129.55
STLTECH 211.00 214.40 206.50 208.00
CARERATING 477.00 487.00 461.90 465.45
FRETAIL 69.75 70.20 69.05 69.70
SPARC 167.00 170.00 163.25 163.75
RALLIS 260.90 261.00 255.00 255.60
SUNDRMFAST 660.00 724.00 660.00 714.95

OBEROIRLTY 542.80 567.75 541.00 545.80
WHIRLPOOL 2400.00 2425.40 2380.00 2412.05
ITI 126.90 133.00 124.50 126.50
WESTLIFE 484.85 506.75 473.60 500.60
UFLEX 367.00 368.35 361.85 362.70
ASTRAL 2112.00 2153.50 2085.50 2125.50
ABBOTINDIA 14525.00 14525.00 14250.00 14396.65
EDELWEISS 70.00 70.30 67.50 69.05
ATUL 6521.00 6600.00 6465.00 6552.35
JKLAKSHMI 367.50 380.45 367.50 372.60
LINDEINDIA 1452.00 1575.00 1452.00 1556.95
MIDHANI 191.70 195.15 190.20 191.55
BALRAMCHIN 173.10 183.20 173.10 177.30
GODREJAGRO 481.55 492.80 481.55 486.55
FINCABLES 402.00 408.35 388.00 390.50
NLCINDIA 52.90 54.00 52.25 52.85
JSWENERGY 73.25 73.85 71.10 71.85
LAXMIMACH 6500.00 6623.10 6309.00 6445.85
CHENNPETRO 99.35 103.65 97.75 100.35
GODREJIND 431.00 447.95 431.00 446.40
DCBBANK 116.05 119.00 112.55 116.50
HEIDELBERG 234.00 234.20 228.20 232.10
TAKE 58.20 58.65 56.60 57.20
AFFLE 5123.65 5250.00 5060.00 5199.70
BIRLACORPN 869.90 880.70 843.00 849.40
MOIL 153.50 153.50 148.50 150.30
SUNTECK 349.95 361.35 344.45 347.75
NHPC 24.20 24.80 24.00 24.15
RITES 242.20 247.50 242.20 244.90
VINATIORGA 1403.00 1450.00 1394.20 1404.35
COCHINSHIP 375.00 382.55 370.00 371.85
GODFRYPHLP 915.00 916.65 896.00 899.55
RELAXO 884.85 884.85 841.60 854.55
JAGRAN 54.10 60.30 53.75 59.55
EMAMILTD 469.00 469.00 446.55 454.40
MINDAIND 551.70 574.00 550.00 565.10
SJVN 25.45 26.10 25.30 25.50
PGHL 6788.00 6792.45 6511.00 6696.50
PERSISTENT 1637.00 1687.25 1597.00 1654.45
TV18BRDCST 29.50 29.65 28.90 29.05
KPITTECH 140.20 147.20 140.20 144.20
VRLLOG* 258.00 263.65 254.00 258.35
AARTIIND 1228.75 1239.70 1214.00 1234.85
TEAMLEASE 3428.30 3502.30 3325.00 3379.70
KAJARIACER 939.10 951.10 930.05 947.15
APLAPOLLO 1059.00 1087.00 1025.65 1070.30
KEI 509.00 509.00 493.65 500.50
IRCON 94.90 96.05 93.00 94.25
ALKYLAMINE 5131.80 5131.80 5030.15 5058.75
AVANTI 470.00 482.00 467.00 478.30
NH 439.90 446.65 425.15 430.50
PHOENIXLTD 775.00 822.60 770.40 811.20
AEGISLOG 306.00 314.10 296.20 308.45
GPPL 98.30 101.50 97.40 98.80
IFCI 9.11 9.34 8.85 8.92
SUMICHEM 298.00 299.90 293.90 294.35
CESC 594.00 612.05 594.00 605.40
MAHINDCIE 177.00 184.00 176.50 180.85
BAYERCROP 5107.00 5175.50 5070.05 5143.30
RAJESHEXPO 503.65 514.35 493.30 507.55
GUJALKALI 322.10 322.10 308.10 313.35
ADVENZYMES 357.15 367.35 351.30 357.60
SWSOLAR 234.90 234.90 225.50 227.35
ESABINDIA 1815.90 1875.00 1783.60 1824.05
KNRCON 205.00 209.90 205.00 206.80
MOTILALOFS 603.00 614.50 598.00 602.15
OFSS 3004.90 3055.55 2985.00 3045.45
ORIENTELEC 272.90 272.90 266.70 270.40
HAWKINCOOK 5500.00 5695.00 5431.15 5587.20
AJANTPHARM 1731.40 1757.05 1725.00 1747.50
EIHOTEL 97.15 98.25 95.50 96.65
PRSMJOHNSN 105.75 111.35 101.85 103.80
INTELLECT 438.00 442.05 431.10 434.00
EPL 222.00 224.05 214.00 215.00
JUBLPHARMA 763.00 778.00 727.00 768.35
BASF 1981.05 2018.95 1912.00 1925.45
JMFINANCIL 90.95 92.55 89.70 91.10
KRBL 198.00 203.65 195.70 196.90
ENDURANCE 1445.00 1449.85 1386.45 1440.00
VAIBHAVGBL 3370.00 3600.00 3365.55 3523.75
KANSAINER 572.95 572.95 551.55 558.45
DBCORP 97.90 104.70 94.80 100.15
AAVAS 2212.00 2273.15 2167.95 2251.35
GSPL 249.25 255.30 247.25 249.60
GRSE 198.95 201.30 195.55 197.70
JYOTHYLAB 148.10 149.95 144.20 148.80
VENKYS 1620.80 1620.80 1582.00 1588.30
HERITGFOOD 319.40 323.10 312.65 313.70
VARROC 398.00 414.75 398.00 403.00
TIMETECHNO 58.40 58.40 56.00 56.30
BDL 356.30 356.30 349.00 350.80
MAHLIFE 507.80 528.45 501.70 513.65
ZYDUSWELL 1891.60 1956.45 1890.40 1910.95
KEC 429.00 437.50 425.10 430.40
SUDARSCHEM 531.10 533.60 521.00 523.10
ARVINDFASN 159.80 162.95 156.70 157.55
SUPRAJIT 292.45 293.00 281.00 286.00
TATAINVEST 1120.00 1120.00 1095.40 1106.05
SHANKARA 453.10 463.75 440.00 445.55
LEMONTREE 41.00 41.40 40.05 40.85
KPRMILL 900.05 937.30 900.05 919.50
REPCOHOME 346.30 346.30 331.85 334.05
TCNSBRANDS 486.05 511.00 482.90 494.80
JSL 72.80 73.20 70.60 71.20
SHK 117.60 121.15 117.50 117.90
FDC 281.90 283.50 276.30 277.95
ECLERX 912.00 948.70 912.00 928.85
JCHAC 2533.00 2623.00 2533.00 2579.80
METROPOLIS 1941.00 1999.25 1941.00 1957.90

KALPATPOWR 392.95 392.95 377.85 381.90
TASTYBIT 15090.00 15561.80 15090.00 15404.00
VTL 1136.85 1208.50 1102.20 1185.40
NAVNETEDUL 88.80 90.25 85.70 86.40
BBTC 1196.70 1196.70 1150.25 1158.95
TIINDIA 1034.95 1097.00 1034.95 1080.80
FORCEMOT 1330.00 1330.00 1297.00 1307.30
ORIENTCEM 94.20 94.70 91.25 91.85
IRB 106.85 109.35 105.15 107.70
HIMATSEIDE 158.00 159.25 153.00 155.30
SCHAEFFLER 5124.10 5220.95 5059.75 5187.25
CCL 238.00 240.95 227.50 228.60
TVSSRICHAK 1944.95 1944.95 1884.80 1891.35
EIDPARRY 315.10 325.70 314.80 318.25
INDOSTAR 319.00 345.00 319.00 339.00
FINEORG 2334.00 2340.00 2300.05 2323.25
INDOCO 291.00 299.15 287.40 291.85
CARBORUNIV 505.35 514.00 494.55 506.70
NESCO 600.00 602.55 590.00 591.55
SFL 2050.00 2050.00 1999.25 2031.75
SKFINDIA 2225.00 2245.50 2197.60 2220.30
BLUEDART 4667.00 4769.40 4609.00 4705.35
GEPIL 277.00 278.95 272.00 274.40

STARCEMENT 98.00 98.95 96.85 98.00
PARAGMILK 107.10 112.00 106.05 107.25
WELSPUNIND 71.85 71.85 67.85 68.80
GHCL 214.65 220.55 211.80 214.45
CAPPL 471.60 471.60 460.80 464.00
SPANDANA 633.00 633.95 625.00 626.30
BRIGADE 281.65 298.00 281.65 288.90
HATHWAY 29.40 30.15 28.95 29.75
ASTERDM 145.10 147.45 141.80 143.10
JSLHISAR 126.55 126.55 121.20 124.30
LAOPALA 220.10 224.00 218.00 219.05
GLAXO 1473.95 1474.00 1451.10 1460.70
SIS 431.50 434.90 425.70 429.20
LUXIND 1746.35 1769.90 1723.50 1735.20
SOMANYCERA 445.00 447.60 425.70 435.20
WABCOINDIA 5906.55 6025.55 5823.60 5901.15
NILKAMAL 1834.95 1859.75 1806.00 1818.00
MAHLOG 475.75 489.60 475.75 481.10
TTKPRESTIG 7301.35 7356.65 7190.15 7265.10
CHOLAHLDNG 591.00 609.00 582.65 601.65
MASFIN 844.95 889.00 825.00 875.50
IIFLWAM 1168.30 1225.05 1147.50 1207.25
CSBBANK 226.80 228.40 223.80 225.05
ALLCARGO 129.30 131.75 128.55 128.80
JTEKTINDIA 88.00 90.85 87.50 87.85
GILLETTE 5595.00 5600.70 5520.00 5533.00
MHRIL 225.45 233.20 221.85 227.75
REDINGTON 192.90 192.90 182.00 183.05
DCMSHRIRAM 457.00 470.50 452.10 454.85
TNPL 131.65 131.65 129.05 130.00
SOBHA 448.50 448.50 439.00 439.55
RATNAMANI 1921.85 1926.95 1855.00 1902.75
AKZOINDIA 2179.00 2198.10 2138.10 2157.65
MAHSCOOTER 3615.05 3761.50 3615.05 3679.00
GET&D 128.70 131.05 126.30 127.85
CERA 3944.00 3953.95 3700.00 3791.40
VMART 2650.00 2731.00 2608.75 2642.65
PGHH 12882.00 13055.20 12856.35 12903.70
IFBIND 1222.05 1243.80 1209.95 1217.35
THYROCARE 905.00 913.75 902.75 907.60
SHOPERSTOP 208.90 209.10 203.65 207.20
AIAENG 1780.05 1823.00 1780.05 1819.05
SHRIRAMCIT 1630.00 1630.00 1535.00 1564.40
GDL 177.15 180.65 174.00 176.15
GALAXYSURF 2161.60 2221.00 2152.60 2208.40
TIMKEN 1295.00 1307.10 1264.45 1270.60
GULFOILLUB 729.00 736.70 721.75 729.25
ERIS 586.60 604.45 580.00 586.50
CRISIL 2014.00 2014.00 1927.55 1947.55
MAHSEAMLES 283.00 285.95 279.35 281.00
GRINDWELL 860.00 890.00 850.15 863.55
VSTIND 3488.90 3488.90 3417.25 3433.80
DHANUKA 727.30 739.95 723.25 725.75
TCIEXP 924.35 940.00 919.20 926.95
SOLARINDS 1324.00 1324.00 1298.50 1303.10
FLUOROCHEM 575.00 589.15 571.25 580.45
TVTODAY 269.90 272.00 265.00 267.10
ORIENTREF 232.30 237.85 231.40 233.25
OMAXE 71.00 71.70 69.90 70.30
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 14888.60 14919.45 14467.75 14529.15 -568.20
NESTLEIND 16050.50 16284.40 16003.90 16074.00 -39.90
NTPC 107.10 110.95 104.80 107.00 -1.00
SBILIFE 860.00 878.95 858.05 863.95 -8.45
MARUTI 6900.00 7075.00 6822.20 6851.00 -79.35
DRREDDY 4460.00 4558.60 4405.00 4427.00 -53.15
BRITANNIA 3389.00 3408.95 3343.00 3360.40 -44.60
HINDUNILVR 2158.00 2182.40 2120.00 2127.80 -35.50
TITAN 1420.00 1431.95 1403.10 1409.95 -24.50
INFY 1269.00 1274.30 1244.75 1252.00 -22.55
HCLTECH 908.00 925.00 905.10 911.00 -18.25
DIVISLAB 3419.50 3485.90 3326.40 3364.00 -76.05
SUNPHARMA 604.95 621.35 590.00 595.45 -14.10
BPCL 454.95 466.35 440.25 449.90 -11.65
ITC 207.25 208.00 203.00 203.65 -5.50
COALINDIA 156.15 163.00 150.50 151.80 -4.30
HINDALCO 343.00 349.65 334.75 340.95 -9.75
EICHERMOT 2529.70 2546.95 2463.65 2480.00 -71.95
WIPRO 417.95 419.85 408.00 409.10 -12.20
CIPLA 805.00 820.00 780.00 784.95 -24.20
RELIANCE 2117.00 2133.90 2070.70 2079.50 -64.85
IOC 99.50 101.95 97.20 97.85 -3.05
TCS 2960.00 2972.35 2880.00 2903.85 -91.45
TATAMOTORS 323.00 332.95 318.85 321.90 -11.25
TATASTEEL 725.00 741.60 711.10 714.40 -28.50
SBIN 399.50 401.00 387.00 391.25 -16.00
TECHM 945.00 948.85 915.00 919.30 -38.50
ASIANPAINT 2338.05 2360.00 2260.00 2278.00 -95.75
BAJAJ-AUTO 3910.50 3943.10 3773.05 3783.90 -160.90
INDUSINDBK 1070.00 1082.90 1051.25 1062.80 -46.95
HDFCBANK 1587.05 1588.90 1521.00 1537.45 -68.95
LT 1482.00 1493.50 1435.15 1441.50 -64.95
BHARTIARTL 574.50 585.95 551.75 553.70 -25.45
SHREECEM 27450.90 27720.50 26169.90 26236.10 -1214.80
HDFCLIFE 725.95 730.90 693.95 699.75 -33.75
ULTRACEMCO 6370.00 6489.00 6060.00 6088.00 -295.30
ICICIBANK 615.00 615.00 590.90 597.25 -30.75
ADANIPORTS 697.10 703.45 668.00 668.25 -36.05
BAJFINANCE 5430.00 5454.00 5221.00 5243.55 -286.40
HDFC 2631.05 2631.05 2520.00 2539.90 -144.80
UPL 585.00 589.40 555.45 560.95 -32.05
KOTAKBANK 1869.00 1869.00 1773.00 1791.40 -104.10
GRASIM 1255.00 1270.00 1190.85 1200.00 -70.45
AXISBANK 746.00 758.70 718.65 725.35 -45.30
POWERGRID 221.50 227.25 211.20 213.85 -13.70
BAJAJFINSV 9950.00 10114.70 9600.00 9640.25 -624.20
GAIL 149.95 149.95 140.40 141.45 -9.35
JSWSTEEL 412.05 421.30 392.05 395.55 -26.20
HEROMOTOCO 3405.00 3423.65 3199.80 3218.00 -216.40
M&M 848.05 856.65 798.50 804.90 -54.10
ONGC 115.50 118.40 110.05 111.45 -7.60

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 34624.45 35009.25 34041.75 34226.35 -770.45
ADANIGREEN 1125.00 1184.95 1101.55 1148.00 19.45
ADANITRANS 734.00 769.85 721.00 749.95 10.35
BANDHANBNK 334.00 350.75 332.55 344.70 2.50
OFSS 3005.50 3058.00 2982.15 3033.00 14.05
ABBOTINDIA 14352.55 14484.10 14228.00 14384.00 31.45
PGHH 13028.00 13100.00 12851.55 13028.35 -0.20
COLPAL 1567.05 1599.90 1555.65 1570.00 -0.90
ALKEM 2714.00 2825.00 2710.00 2725.00 -8.50
PETRONET 257.40 259.00 251.50 257.90 -0.80
CADILAHC 434.20 443.80 430.10 434.00 -4.05
LUPIN 1011.05 1059.95 1003.25 1012.20 -12.40
HDFCAMC 2925.00 2985.00 2896.05 2915.05 -36.90
NAUKRI 4900.00 4965.00 4754.40 4892.00 -66.45
BOSCHLTD 14900.00 15039.45 14353.60 14905.00 -204.05
DABUR 508.50 513.65 501.00 502.00 -7.05
PIDILITIND 1701.00 1731.90 1675.00 1695.35 -23.95
LTI 3625.00 3648.55 3570.00 3603.95 -52.55
AUROPHARMA 849.00 871.95 844.45 850.30 -12.95
NMDC 126.90 131.40 124.40 126.05 -1.95
BIOCON 393.95 401.85 387.00 390.50 -7.30
GODREJCP 697.00 703.60 680.10 682.40 -14.00
TORNTPHARM 2430.00 2489.15 2401.40 2417.00 -50.50
MCDOWELL-N 540.00 544.10 531.00 533.00 -11.40
MUTHOOTFIN 1314.50 1321.45 1270.80 1301.00 -28.15
AMBUJACEM 277.00 288.50 271.50 273.00 -6.70
MOTHERSUMI 215.00 217.95 209.30 213.00 -5.25
INDIGO 1638.00 1654.55 1606.30 1617.00 -43.20
PNB 41.00 41.70 40.35 40.75 -1.15
HINDZINC 302.00 309.75 291.00 296.00 -8.45
UBL 1191.65 1194.00 1153.30 1163.50 -35.15
SIEMENS 1898.00 1944.00 1834.20 1848.00 -62.00
ICICIPRULI 474.70 474.70 457.85 461.30 -16.35
BAJAJHLDNG 3600.00 3725.00 3536.60 3585.00 -133.20
TATACONSUM 625.00 625.90 604.50 606.00 -22.50
MARICO 408.00 412.75 390.70 395.05 -14.75
SBICARD 1090.10 1111.70 1061.75 1069.30 -40.95
HINDPETRO 249.95 255.05 240.00 242.90 -9.55
DLF 304.00 310.70 300.30 302.00 -12.70
IGL 511.00 518.50 487.00 490.20 -21.35
DMART 3059.80 3105.00 2950.00 2960.00 -129.20
CONCOR 566.00 585.95 550.20 551.00 -24.20
ICICIGI 1482.35 1482.35 1380.15 1419.00 -63.35
GICRE 193.70 197.70 188.00 189.90 -8.55
PFC 127.75 127.75 123.45 124.10 -5.65
ACC 1780.00 1847.00 1712.00 1722.00 -79.25
BANKBARODA 86.90 87.20 85.00 85.20 -4.75
INDUSTOWER 266.95 272.80 253.55 257.70 -15.80
BERGEPAINT 717.60 719.80 675.05 680.00 -42.90
HAVELLS 1161.85 1196.45 1096.00 1103.65 -72.15
PEL 1914.75 1951.65 1809.00 1827.80 -121.85

New Delhi: The Global Association of Physicians of Indian Origin
(GAPIO), a non-profit organization, and leading association for
the Indian medical diaspora announced the organizing of its
annual Global Indian Physicians Congress on February 27th -
28th 2021. The Congress has become an important event in the
medical calendar where the exchange of knowledge from sub-
ject specialists from across the world takes place. 
This year’s virtual conference will provide an international forum
to delegates to share their knowledge and exchange ideas on clin-
ical skill development, solutions to contemporary health issues
and modernizing the approach to delivering healthcare. Dr Harsh
Vardhan, the Hon’ble Health Minister, Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare will be the Chief Guest.

����� 567�86.9�

The central government’s fis-
cal deficit soared to �12.34

lakh crore or 66.8 per cent of
the revised budget estimates at
the end of January of the cur-
rent fiscal.

The fiscal deficit at the end
of January in the previous
financial year was 128.5 per

cent of the Revised Estimates
(RE). In the current fiscal end-
ing March 31, the fiscal deficit
is likely to touch Rs 18.48 lakh
crore or 9.5 per cent of the
GDP.  In absolute terms, the fis-
cal deficit stood at �12,34,004
crore at the end of January
2021, as per the data released
by the Controller General of
Accounts (CGA). 

New Delhi:Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
stressed on increasing credit to
businesses to meet the needs of
a fast reflating economy and said
financial products will have to be
tailor-made for fintech and star-
tups. He said that although the
government’s endeavour is to
promote the private sector, the
public sector still needs to have
their presence in banking and
insurance to support the poor.

Speaking at a webinar on
Budget announcements on
Financial Services, Modi said to
help medium and small busi-
nesses during the COVID pan-
demic, 90 lakh Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) were given credit
worth Rs 2.4 trillion.

“Supporting MSME and
startups and expanding credit
flow to them is necessary. The
government has undertaken
reforms and opened up sectors
like farm, coal and space. Now it’s
the responsibility of the financial
sector to understand the aspira-
tions of rural and smaller cities
and make them the strength of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. “As our
economy is growing, and grow-
ing fast, credit flow has also
become equally important. You
have to see how credit reaches
new sectors, new entrepreneurs.
Now you will have to focus on
creation of new and better finan-
cial products for Startups and
Fintech,” Modi said.
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India Inc on Friday said the
recouping of the country’s

economy to a positive trajec-
tory in the third quarter is a
promising sign as it portends
the end of the pandemic-
induced recessionary phase
seen in the first-half of the fis-
cal year.

Industry bodies expressed
confidence that the GDP will
improve further in the coming
months on the back of positive
growth stimuli emanating from
the Union Budget and initia-
tives like the Production
Linked Incentive scheme
unveiled by the government.

After contracting for two
quarters in a row, the Indian
economy grew by 0.4 per cent
in the October-December
quarter amid coronavirus pan-
demic, official data showed on
Friday.

The gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP) had expanded by 3.3
per cent in the corresponding
period of 2019-20, according to
the data released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO).

Chandrajit Banerjee,
Director General, CII, said
that “recouping of GDP to the
positive territory by posting a
growth of 0.4 per cent in the
third quarter is a promising
sign as it portends the end of
the pandemic-induced reces-
sionary phase seen in the first-
half of the year”.

He observed that one of
highlights of the data is the pos-
itive momentum seen in invest-
ment demand as it grew by 2.6
per cent in the third quarter
after being in doldrums for sev-
eral quarters now.

“This bears testimony to
the unrelenting efforts of the
government 

to go all-out to revive
investments under the ambit of

the various measures which
formed a part of the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat pack-
age,” Banerjee said. 

“Going forward, we are
confident that the growth stim-
uli available from the Union
Budget and the additional mea-

sures including the PLI will
lead to a sturdy growth path
over the recovery horizon,” he
added.
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The day-long ‘Bharat Vyapar
Bandh’ called by the

Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) evoked a luke-
warm response with most shops
and commercial establishments
open through the day. 

The traders’ body, howev-

er, claimed that shopkeepers
supported its nationwide
business shutdown call to
protest against issues related
to the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) and “unethical
business practices of foreign
e-commerce companies”. 

Various markets in the
national capital were open on

Friday during the Bandh.
However, CAIT in a statement
said the shutdown was a “grand
success” as more than 8 crore
small businesses belonging to
about 40,000 trade associa-
tions across the country kept
their shutters down and no
trading activity took place in
any commercial market.
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IT industry body Nasscom on
Friday said the new rules for

social media, OTT and digital
media players aim to address
concerns like grievance redres-
sal, fake news and online safe-
ty, but will require the right
implementation to ensure that
they do not become onerous
for the platforms.

There are, however, sec-
tions of the industry, including
tech firm Mozilla, which felt
that certain provisions could
“harm” freedom of expression.

Nasscom noted that tech-
nology is becoming all perva-
sive and it is important that
there is responsible use and
building of technology for all
stakeholders government,

industry, start-ups and citi-
zens.

Nasscom also highlighted
it is imperative that there is a
balance between regulation
and innovation as the world is
in a phase of accelerated tech-
nology shifts.

“...Code aims to address
many of the concern areas of
grievance redressal, fake news,
online safety and parity with
existing laws.

“From a user perspective...
The option of voluntary self-
verification of user accounts
and the right to receive an
explanatory notification on
removal or disablement of
access and to seek remedy
against the action being taken
by the intermediaries should be
helpful,” Nasscom said.
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The BSE Sensex crashed
about 1,940 points to post

its biggest single-day fall in
nearly 10 months and the NSE
Nifty plunged over 568 points
to crack below the psycho-
logical 15,000-mark on Friday,
tracking global selloffs trig-
gered by a panic in bond mar-
kets overseas.

Investors also turned cau-
tious ahead of the third quar-
ter GDP data release, besides
keeping an eye on simmering
geopolitical tensions between

the US and Syria. 
At the day’s close, the 30-

share BSE Sensex settled
1,939.32 points or 3.80 per
cent lower at 49,099.99 – its
worst one-day fall since May
4 last year.

Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty plunged 568.20
points or 3.76 per cent to close
the session at 14,529.15 – the
biggest single-day drop since
March 23 last year.

On the Sensex chart, all
30 constituents ended in the
red, with eight scrips logging
over 5 per cent drop.

Mumbai:The Indian rupee
on Friday posted its biggest
single-day fall in nearly 19
months, tumbling 104 paise
to close at 73.47 against the
US dollar as a rout in glob-
al bond markets weighed on
investor sentiments.
Besides, rising geopolitical
tensions between the US
and Syria also led to weak-
er appetite among investors
in domestic forex markets,
analysts said. 
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Geneva: WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus has lauded Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's commitment for supporting
vaccine equity and sharing Covid-19 vaccines
with over 60 countries across  the world, hop-
ing that other nations will follow his example.

In a tweet, Ghebreyesus, Director-General
of the World Health Organisation, said that
India's support in supplying its vaccines is help-
ing over 60 countries to begin the vaccination
process.

“Thanks India & Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi for supporting #VaccinEquity. Your
commitment to #COVAX and sharing
#COVID19 vaccine doses is helping 60+ coun-
tries start vaccinating their #healthworkers and
other priority groups. I hope other countries
will follow your example,” he said in the tweet
on Thursday.

India on Wednesday dispatched the first
batch of six lakh Covid-19  vaccine doses to
the African country of Ghana under the
COVAX facility in collaboration with UNICEF,
which aims to cover 92 countries under the ini-
tiative.

The doses are a part of the first batch of
Covid-19  vaccine the country is acquiring

through the Covid-19  Vaccine Global Access
Facility (COVAX), which Ghana among near-
ly 92 countries have signed into.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
on February 12 said that India has provided
over 229 lakh doses of coronavirus vaccines
to various countries out of which 64 lakh doses
have been supplied as grant assistance and 165
lakh on commercial basis.

MEA Spokesperson Anurag Srivastava
said India will continue to take forward the
global vaccine supply initiative and cover more
countries in a phased manner.

Consignments of coronavirus vaccine
doses were supplied as gifts to Bangladesh (20
lakh), Myanmar (17 lakh), Nepal (10 lakh),
Bhutan (1.5 lakh), the Maldives (1 lakh),
Mauritius (1 lakh), Seychelles (50,000), Sri
Lanka (5 lakh), Bahrain (1 lakh), Oman (1
lakh), Afghanistan (5 Lakhs), Barbados (1
Lakh) and Dominica (70,000), he said.

Srivastava said countries which received
vaccines on commercial basis are Brazil (20
lakh), Morocco (60 lakh), Bangladesh (50
lakh), Myanmar (20 lakh), Egypt (50,000),
Algeria (50,000), South Africa (10 lakh),
Kuwait (2 lakh) and UAE (2 lakh). PTI

Beijing: China on Friday welcomed India sup-
plying more Covid-19 vaccines to a number of
countries, playing down reports that New Delhi
has beaten Beijing in its vaccine diplomacy
around the world.

Responding to a question on a report that
India has beaten China in its own game of vac-
cine diplomacy, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin during a media brief-
ing said, “We welcome that and hope to see more
countries taking actions to provide vaccines to
the world, especially developing countries, to help
with the global response.”

“China has been overcoming domestic dif-
ficulties to provide vaccines to other countries
in concrete measure,” he said, flagging China's
own vaccine requirement to inoculate its 1.4 bil-
lion population.  He reiterated that China has
been providing vaccines to 53 countries and
exporting vaccines to 27 countries, amid reports
that many of those countries are yet to receive
Chinese vaccines or the promised quantities.

For its part, China has promised 10 million
vaccines to the United Nations-backed COVAX
initiative COVAX, but the first supplies of
COVAX vaccines went from the Serum Institute
of India to Ghana.

India on Wednesday dispatched the first
batch of six lakh COVID-19 vaccine doses to
Ghana under the COVAX facility, an interna-
tional cooperative programme formed to make
sure low- and middle-income countries have fair
access to COVID-19 vaccines. PTI
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London: The UK Government on Friday won a major
legal battle as the Supreme Court ruled against
allowing a London-born 21-year-old woman of
Bangladeshi descent, who ran away to Syria as a teenag-
er to join the Islamic State (ISIS) terror group, to return
and fight her citizenship case.

The unanimous decision – with all five top court
justices in agreement – comes six years after the then
15-year-old schoolgirl, Shamima Begum, ran away with
two other friends to join the Islamic State (ISIS) group
in February 2015.

Begum had her British citizenship revoked on
national security grounds shortly after she was found
in a Syrian refugee camp in February 2019.

“The Supreme Court unanimously allows all of the
Home Secretary's appeals and dismisses Ms Begum's
cross-appeal,” said Lord Robert Reed, the President of
the Supreme Court.

“The right to a fair hearing does not trump all other
considerations, such as the safety of the public,” he said.

Begum was born in the UK to parents of
Bangladeshi heritage.

Begum, dubbed an ISIS bride in reference to her
marriage to Dutch ISIS fighter Yago Riedijk, was one
of three schoolgirls from Bethnal Green in east London
who travelled via Turkey to ISIS headquarters in Raqqa. 

When discovered in a refugee camp two years ago,
she had already lost two children and was heavily preg-
nant with her third who died shortly after being born.

Begum had challenged the UK Home Office's deci-
sion to remove her British citizenship and wanted to
be allowed to return to the UK to pursue that 
appeal.  PTI

Lagos: Hundreds of girls are
missing after a large group of
gunmen raided a school in
northern Nigeria early Friday
morning, residents say. 

The Government
Secondary Jangebe School in
Zamfara state was the scene of
the latest mass abduction of
school children in northern
Nigeria. 

Nasiru Abdullahi told The
Associated Press that school
records show 300 girls are miss-
ing. His daughters, aged 10 and
13, are among them. 

Resident Musa Mustapha
said the gunmen also attacked a
nearby military camp and
checkpoint, preventing soldiers
from interfering while the gun-
men spent several hours at the
school. It was not immediately
clear if there were any casualties.

Several large groups of
armed men operate in Zamfara
state, described by the govern-
ment as bandits, and are known
to kidnap for money and for the
release of their members from
jail.

“We are angered and sad-
dened by yet another brutal
attack on schoolchildren in
Nigeria,” said Peter Hawkins,

UNICEF representative in the
country. “This is a gross viola-
tion of children's rights and a
horrific experience for children
to go through.” He called for
their immediate release. 

The West African nation has
seen several such attacks and
kidnappings over the years,
notably the mass abduction in
April 2014 by jihadist group
Boko Haram of 276 girls from
the secondary school in Chibok
in Borno state. More than a hun-
dred of the girls are still missing. 

Friday's attack came less
than two weeks after gunmen
abducted 42 people, including
27 students, from the
Government Science College
Kagara in Niger State. The stu-
dents, teachers and family mem-
bers are still being held. 

In December, 344 students
were abducted from the
Government Science Secondary
School Kankara in Katsina State.
They were eventually released. 

Anietie Ewang, Nigeria
researcher at Human Rights
Watch, noted the recent abduc-
tions and tweeted that “Strong
action is required from the
authorities to turn the tide
&amp; keep schools safe.”   AP

Baghdad: A US airstrike in
Syria targeted facilities belong-
ing to a powerful Iranian-
backed Iraqi armed group,
killing one of their militiamen
and wounding a number of
others, an Iraqi militia official
said on 
Friday.

The Pentagon said the
strikes were retaliation for a
rocket attack in Iraq earlier this
month that killed one civilian
contractor and wounded a US
service member and other
coalition troops.

The Iraqi militia official
told The Associated Press that
the strikes against the Kataeb
Hezbollah,  or Hezbollah
Brigades, hit an area along the
border between the Syrian site
of Boukamal facing Qaim on
the Iraqi side. 

He spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorized to speak of the
attack. Syria war monitoring
groups  said the strikes hit
trucks moving weapons to a
base for Iranian-backed  mili-
tias in Boukamal. AP

Yangon: Myanmar security forces cracked
down on anti-coup protesters in the coun-
try's second-largest city on Friday, injuring
at least three people, two of whom were shot
in the chest by rubber bullets and another
who suffered a wound on his leg.

Protesters had gathered on a wide road
outside a park in Mandalay in the early after-
noon when security forces arrived and
began firing what sounded like gunshots
and using flash bang grenades to disperse
the crowd.

Bullets, shell casings, and other pro-
jectiles were later found by local residents
on one of the main streets and shown to
journalists.

The victims were all taken to a private
clinic for treatment. One of the men who
was shot in the chest with a rubber bullet
also had a white bandage wrapped around
his head. The man with an injured leg was
later photographed in a cast that stretched
from his foot to his knee.

The confrontations underscore the ris-
ing tensions between a growing popular
revolt and the generals who toppled the
elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in
a February 1 takeover that shocked the inter-
national community and reversed years of
slow progress toward democracy.

Also Friday, a Japanese journalist cov-
ering a separate protest in Yangon, the coun-
try's largest city, was detained by police and

later released, according to Japan's Kyodo
news agency. Yuki Kitazumi could be seen
in a video circulating among media as police
seized him, with one of the officers briefly
putting a truncheon around the journalist's
neck.

Earlier in the day, security forces in
Yangon fired warning shots and beat trun-
cheons against their shields while moving
to disperse more than 1,000 anti-coup pro-
testers.

The demonstrators had gathered in
front of a popular shopping mall, holding
placards and chanting slogans denouncing
the Feb. 1 coup even as the security pres-
ence increased and a water-cannon truck
was brought to the area.

When around 50 riot police moved
against the protesters, warning shots could
be heard, and at least one demonstrator was
held by officers. Security forces chased the
protesters off the main road and continued
to pursue them in the nearby lanes, as some
ducked into houses to hide. AP

Islamabad: There was no possibility of
Pakistan being blacklisted by the FATF
as it has made “significant progress”, a
senior minister claimed on Friday, a day
after the global anti-money laundering
watchdog retained the country on its
“Grey List”, citing “serious deficiencies”
on its part in checking terror-financing.

Addressing the media after the
Financial Action Task Force, the Paris-
based global body against money-laun-
dering and terror-financing, announced
to keep Pakistan on its Grey List until
June, Minister for Industries Hammad
Azhar said that Islamabad achieved the
targets despite the challenging timeline
given to it. “There was no possibility of
Pakistan being blacklisted by the FATF,”
Azhar, who led Pakistani delegation at
the plenary as the chairman of the FATF
Coordination Committee, said. 

“At the previous plenary, FATF
countries and the FATF secretariat said
that blacklisting was not an option
because the country has achieved sig-
nificant progress,” he said.

Azhar claimed that the world was
“appreciative” of Pakistan's effort  to
complete the 27-point action plan of the
FATF. “As you have seen, today the FATF
itself is saying that we are 90 per cent
close to achieving this goal,” he said.

London: Britain's Queen Elizabeth II has said that
receiving her vaccine to protect against Covid-19
“didn't hurt at all” and encouraged those hesitant
about getting jabbed to think about how it would
help others in preventing the spread of the deadly
virus.

In a rare reference to private health matters, the
94-year-old monarch backed the National Health
Service (NHS) led vaccination programme in the UK
during a video call earlier this week with health offi-
cials coordinating the rollout across England, Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland.

She and husband, 99-year-old Prince Philip,
received their first of two doses last month.

“Once you've had the vaccine you have a feeling
of, you know, you're protected, which is I think very
important,” said the Queen, in reference to her jab.

“As far as I could make out it was quite harm-
less. It was very quick, and I've had lots of letters from
people who have been very surprised by how easy it
was to get the vaccine. And the jab – it didn't hurt
at all,” she said. Addressing some concerns about the
uptake of vaccines and reluctance among certain
groups, the monarch added: “I think the other thing
is, that it is obviously difficult for people if they've
never had a vaccine... But they ought to think about
other people rather than themselves.”

The video interaction, posted on the Royal
Family's social media pages, came as UK Vaccine
Deployment Minister Nadhim Zahawi said figures
suggest 11-15 per cent of people were vaccine-hesi-
tant, with some ethnic minority communities among
that category. PTI

Colombo: Amidst mounting international
criticism, Sri Lanka has revised a contro-
versial mandatory order to cremate the bod-
ies of Covid-19 victims, which denied
minority communities, including Muslims,
their religious rights.

The government on Thursday revised a
gazette notification issued in April last year.
The new notification has allowed both
burials and cremations. 

For 10 months, Muslim and Christian
minorities in the country and international
rights groups have been lobbying the gov-
ernment to end the policy of forced crema-
tions. 

The government was resisting calls to
allow burials citing health concerns. It cited
the opinion of some experts who claimed that
the burial of COVID-19 victims would con-
taminate the water table thereby spreading
the pandemic further.

The country had earlier come under
intense criticism from rights groups, includ-
ing the UNHRC, over the cremation 
order.

They said it failed to respect the religious
feelings of the victims and their family mem-
bers, especially of the Muslims, Catholics and
some Buddhists.

The cremation of bodies is forbidden in
Islam.

The decision to end forced cremations
followed the visit of Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan.   PTI
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The 2021 West Bengal Assembly election
gains significance as Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee faces a stiff challenge from the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) which has
increased its footprints in the State consid-
erably over the past five years. The Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool Congress (TMC) has
been in power in West Bengal for the past 10
years, following her historic victory over the
Left Front Government that had ruled
Bengal for 34 years at a stretch. In the 2021
Assembly elections in West Bengal, the TMC
and the BJP are being seen as the main com-
petitors. The Congress and the Left Front have
announced to contest the election as alliance
partners.

Kerala is poised for a possible triangu-
lar electoral battle for the first time in the
upcoming assembly election. The LDF led by
the CPI-M is hoping under Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan to buck the trend of a rul-
ing coalition being voted out in Kerala
Assembly election. However, the Congress is
banking on the very trend that Kerala votes
out the incumbent coalition in every election.
The BJP has invested much of its political
energy in Kerala and has roped in several vet-
erans, particularly from the Congress in the
run up to the Assembly election.

In Puducherry, the fight has been
between the Congress and All Indian NR
Congress led by former Chief Minister N
Rangasamy. Puducherry is the last Congress
bastion in the South that it recently lost due
to a series of resignations.

The BJP has big stakes in Assam where
it is facing backlash from indigenous com-
munities due to the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA). The Assembly elections in
Tamil Nadu are also under much spotlight
as it is the first Assembly election to be held
without late Chief Ministers J Jayalalithaa and
M Karunanidhi.  The EC will appoint two
special observers for West Bengal and a third
can also be sent if required, Arora said in
response to queries on whether enough
arrangements are in place for the polls in the
State, where many have been raising ques-
tions about political violence.
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Jaishankar referred to their meeting in
September 2020 in Moscow where the
Indian side had expressed its concern on

provocative behaviour and unilateral
attempts of the Chinese side to alter the
status quo, according to the Ministry state-
ment. 

The Minister said during their meet-
ing in Moscow last year they had agreed
that the situation in the border areas was
not in the interest of either side and decid-
ed that the border troops of both sides
should continue their dialogue, quickly dis-
engage and ease tensions.

Jaishankar said the two sides had
maintained continuous communication
since then through both diplomatic and
military channels. This had led to progress
as both sides had successfully disengaged
in the Pangong lake area earlier this
month.

At the 10th round of the senior com-
manders’ meeting last week, India insist-
ed on a faster disengagement process in
Hot Springs, Gogra and Depsang to
defuse tension in the region.

Jaishankar told Wang that once dis-
engagement is completed at all friction
points, then the two sides could also look
at broader de-escalation of troops in the
area and work towards restoration of peace
and tranquility.

Wang, on his part, expressed satisfac-
tion at the progress made so far and said
it was an important step forward for
restoration of peace and tranquility in the
border areas, according to the ministry
statement.

Wang also spoke about the need to
improve management and control in the
border areas, while Jaishankar highlight-
ed that both sides had always agreed that
maintenance of peace in the border areas
was essential basis for development of
bilateral relations.

“A prolongation of the existing situa-
tion was not in the interest of either side.
It was, therefore, necessary that the two
sides should work towards early resolution
of remaining issues. It was necessary to dis-
engage at all friction points in order to con-
template de-escalation of forces in this sec-
tor. That alone will lead to the restoration
of peace and tranquility and provide con-
ditions for progress of our bilateral rela-
tionship,” it said.

Wang also noted that the Indian side
had proposed “three mutuals” -- mutual
respect, mutual sensitivity and mutual
interests -- as the approach to the rela-
tionship. He also agreed on the importance
of taking the long view of ties between the
two neighbours.

According to the Chinese Foreign
Ministry release, Wang also said border

disputes are an “objective reality” and need
to be attached adequate attention and taken
seriously. However, the border issue is not
the whole story of China-India relations,
and should be placed in a proper position
in their relationship, he said.

“Wang said the rights and wrongs of
last year’s situation in China-India border
areas are very clear, and profound lessons
should be drawn from the past,” accord-
ing to the Chinese foreign ministry state-
ment.
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Scientists and researchers believe that
the mutations in the foreign variants
have enhanced the transmissibility of the
virus as well as its virulence (the capabil-
ity to bring more severity to the disease)
and could be behind the surge in daily
infections India has been recording for
over a week.

Amid this, the Centre has confirmed
detection of two new strains of the novel
coronavirus--N440K and E484Q -- other
than the Brazilian, the UK and South
African in the country. These variants have
been found circulating in a few districts of
Maharashtra, Kerala and Telangana.

States such as Maharashtra, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh have again reported a
surge in Covid cases. However, the
Ministry has denied that the rise is due to
the new variant.
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The per capita income in real terms (at
2011-12 prices) during 2020-21 is esti-
mated to attain a level of Rs 85,929 as com-
pared to Rs 94,566 in 2019-20 -- showing
a contraction of 9.1 percent in 2019-20 as
against 2.5 per cent growth in the previ-
ous fiscal, it stated.

Meanwhile, the BSE Sensex crashed
about 1,940 points to post its biggest sin-
gle-day fall in nearly 10 months and the
NSE Nifty plunged over 568 points to crack
below the psychological 15,000-mark  on
Friday, tracking global selloffs triggered by
a panic in bond markets overseas.

At the day’s close, the 30-share BSE
Sensex settled 1,939.32 points or 3.80 per
cent lower at 49,099.99 - its worst one-day
fall since May 4 last year.

Similarly, the broader NSE Nifty
plunged 568.20 points or 3.76 percent to
close the session at 14,529.15 - the biggest
single-day drop since March 23 last year.

On the Sensex chart, all 30 con-
stituents ended in the red, with eight scrips
logging over 5 per cent drop.

Sectorally, the banking index suf-
fered the maximum loss with over 4.8 per
cent drop. Financial and telecom indices
too fell sharply by 4.9 per cent and 3.85 per
cent, respectively.

Elsewhere in Asia, bourses closed with
heavy losses due to a rout in global bond
markets.
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While accepting Kaur’s bail plea on
Friday, Justice Avneesh Jhingan said the
issue with regard to invoking of Section
307, 332, 353 and 379-B IPC would be a
“debatable issue” to be considered at a later
stage during the trial.

In his order, the judge said, “….It will
suffice that the petitioner shall maintain
a restrain while being on bail to ensure that
no law and order issue arises due to her
actions.”

The single judge bench cited that the
Supreme Court in case of Anita Thakur
and others versus Govt. Of J&K and oth-
ers, 2016, held that holding of peaceful
demonstration is a right which can be
traced to the fundamental right but this
right is subject to reasonable restriction.

“It would be appropriate to say that the
right to peaceful protest is circumscribed
by a thin line. The crossing of line may
change the colour of protest. It would be
subject matter of trial as to whether the line
for peaceful protest was crossed in the
alleged incident or not,” as per order.

“Considering the material placed on
record before this Court, the issue with
regard to invoking of Section 307, 332, 353
and 379-B IPC would be a debatable issue
and to be considered during the trial,”
according to the order.

The Court observed, “The petitioner
is in custody since 12.1.2021. Albeit the
matter is under investigation but that itself
would not be sufficient ground to deny
personal liberty to the petitioner.”

“The court accepted the bail applica-
tion of Naudeep Kaur. She has been
granted bail by the high court,” her coun-
sel Arshdeep Singh Cheema said here ear-
lier.

Meanwhile, according to a medical
examination report which was placed
before the high court on Friday, Kaur had
“purplish bruises of around 10x7 cm pre-
sent over LT (left) thigh, lateral aspect,
bruises of around 5X6 cm over RT (right)
buttock.”

The court on February 24 had direct-
ed the State of Haryana to place on
record the medical report of Kaur.

The medical examination of Kaur was
conducted at Sonipat civil hospital on
January 25 on the orders of a Sonipat court.

In her bail plea, the 23-year-old
activist had claimed to have been severe-
ly beaten up at a police station after she was
arrested by the Sonipat police on January
12.
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Chatterjee, himself a COVID-19 sur-
vivor, lamented that people are attending
birthday parties, marriages and house
warming functions, with very few people
wearing masks or not wearing them prop-
erly and not adhering to safety norms
needed to check the spread of the virus that
has a “mutant tendency” as seen in the UK.

Dr Richa Sareen, pulmonology and
critical care consultant at Fortis  Hospital,
Vasant Kunj, echoed Chatterjee’s appre-
hensions.

“The surge in the last three days is
alarming. From 94 cases earlier  this
month, it has gone up to 220 reported yes-
terday. At our hospital, the number of
patients showing up with Covid-like
symptoms or making calls to enquire after
exhibiting the symptoms, has gone up.
These  patients had a travel history, or had
just attended a marriage function or other
social gathering,” she said.

The senior doctor warned that cases
will spiral up faster if people  continue to
show complacency in their behaviour and
stop taking precautions. 

“Travel restrictions are not there,
malls and markets are open, and public
transport is operational since the succes-
sive unlocks, and vaccination started in
January, so many people are assuming that
now all is well. And several family mem-
bers and friends are meeting 

in a group without following COVID-
appropriate behaviour. So, cases are rising,”
Sareen said.

The Fortis hospital doctor underlined
that the “second major wave” of the pan-
demic is being seen in the US and UK, and

Indian cities should be more watchful, par-
ticulary Delhi, after rise in case being
reported in Maharashtra and Kerala.
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“So, we are eager to work with
Democrats and Republicans in Congress
to get that done,” she said a day after Biden
issued the proclamation reversing the deci-
sion of his predecessor Donald Trump.

Indian IT professionals, most of whom
are highly skilled and come to the US
mainly on the H-1B work visas, are the
worst sufferers of the current immigration
system which imposes a seven per cent per
country quota on allotment of the covet-
ed Green Card or permanent legal resi-
dency.

The H-1B visa, the most sought after
among Indian IT professionals, is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US companies
to employ foreign workers in speciality
occupations that require theoretical or
technical expertise. Technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from countries like
India and China.

Reopening the country to people
seeking green cards, or legal permanent
residence, Biden in his proclamation on
Wednesday said that the policy of former
president Trump does not advance the
interests of the United States.

“To the contrary, it harms the United
States, including by preventing  certain
family members of United States citizens
and lawful permanent residents from
joining their families here,” he said.

“It also harms industries in the United
States that utilise talent  from around the
world. And it harms individuals who were
selected to receive the opportunity to apply
for, and those who have likewise received,
immigrant visas through the Fiscal Year
2020 Diversity Visa Lottery,” Biden, a
Democrat, said.

Trump, a Republican, issued the ban
last year, saying it was needed  to protect
US workers amid high unemployment due
to the coronavirus pandemic.

The US is currently facing a backlog
of nearly 473,000 qualified  family-based
Green Card requests.

As a result of Trump’s ban on issuing
green cards, as many as 120,000  family-
based preference visas were lost. But this
came as a big boon  for issuing employ-
ment-based green cards, mainly those on
H-1B visas.
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This was damaged by a tusker
which had taken affront to a tiger
having dared to cross his path,”

said Bhagwati Prasad Dhyani, gesturing
to the remains of a magnificent column
at the Vatanvasa Gate which marks the
entry into the 301. 17 sq km of the
Kalaghar Tiger Reserve lies in the
Lansdowne division of the Pauri district
of Uttarakhand. It is a part of the 1,286
Corbett National Park where Dhyani has
been working as a Van Daroga with the
Uttarakhand Forest Department since
2003. While the big cat got away, the gate
which proclaimed the existence of the
feline species — with a photograph —
within the Kalaghar Tiger Reserve was
not as lucky. He gestured to the build-
ing next to the gate and said, “I was
standing on the roof top and crouching.
It was a sight, both scary and magnifi-
cent at the same time, which surpassed
much of what I’ve seen.” Incidentally,
Dhyani, while walking home one day,
encountered a tiger less than three feet
away. He just stood and waited. “The
truth is just like any other animal
which is a prey for the carnivores,
humans too can’t react or even say a
word when we are face to face with any
of the big cats. We are stunned into
silence,” he said. The tiger walked away
and Dhyani lived to recount the tale. As
he continued to regale us with incidents
of his close encounters with the wild
kind, we spotted a fox quickly making
its way into the depths of the forest.

This unexpected meeting with
Dhyani set the tone for our entire trip
especially since the time we crossed
Kotdwar. Even before we reached
Vatanvasa gate which demarcates the
starting point of the jungle safari, we’d
lost count of the number of times wild
fowls had crossed our path, screeching
and scrambling as the car came careen-
ing down the road. On the way there
were also scattered hutments enclosed
by electric wires to ensure that the wild
animals did not gatecrash as uninvited
guests at a family dinner.

�������������0
The four of us had started much

before dusk from Delhi but, since we were
more focussed on having a good time
rather than reaching the destination at any
fixed time, we finally arrived at the resort
in the late afternoon. But if you are the
kind of traveller who doesn’t care much
to stop at scenic spots to soak in the views
during a journey, it can take about seven
and a half hours. It was fascinating to
watch the sunlight make patches on the
surface as it streamed in through the tree
cover as the car ploughed its way through
the wooded road. It was akin to chasing
clouds in the sky, which has been one of
my favourite past times since child-
hood. It smelled green due to the dense
trees, which was a sensorial delight and
an immediate mood lifter for a city-slick-
er.
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The part through which we were trav-

elling is in the Pauri Garhwal region
which encompasses 70 per cent of the
Corbett Tiger Reserve while the remain-
ing 30 per cent in Kumaon, where Jim
Corbett — the legendary tiger conserva-
tionist — lived. With a mix of elevation

and plains, varied temperatures and sev-
eral water bodies as well as sparse human
settlements, this side holds out promis-
es of frequent spottings and keeps them
— sometimes making people fearful.
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At Vanvasa Resort in Juee village,

home for the next three nights, I met
another visitor, Sudheer Gusain, who
recalled that while driving, early in the
morning, he was practically sandwiched
in between two elephants. “In those five
seconds, a thousand thoughts raced
through my mind. Whether I should
wake my three friends and run while leav-
ing the vehicle behind or park quietly in
one corner or speed off and more,” he said.
He chose to step on the horn and the gas
to make a quick getaway as he knew that
elephants, when angry, could be extreme-
ly dangerous.

Vanvasa, which means abode in the
forest, actually lives up to the idea that
went in naming it. It is an existence that
is unhurried, almost a step back in time.
Mobile connectivity is low and there are
no TVs in the rooms to ensure that the
real world does not encroach upon the
cocoon that you are lulled into — how-

ever temporary. The chirping of birds
rather than incessant honking of horns
makes for a pleasant distraction. The faint
rustling of trees creates an ambience
which is so relaxed that it makes you sink
deeper into its comfort even though it is
faintly unfamiliar or buried deep into a
nostalgic past of a city slicker in her 40s.

One evening I decided to catch up
with the hotelier, Satender Rawat, who
much like me had spent much of his adult
life in the capital, before deciding to step
back and connect with the land of his
ancestor. This property spread over 30
acre, powered by his vision, foregoes com-
mercial gains in favour of ensuring that
each of the cottages and one villa has
unobstructed view of the mountains.
“Three more rooms are coming up and
eventually I plan to have 40,” said Rawat
for whom it is clearly a passion project.
A clear indication of the same are the
more than a 1,000 variety of trees carted
from Meerut, Kolkata and even
Bengaluru. Rawat showed me around
pointing out each of the trees by its com-
mon and botanical names. When I asked
him about the number of gardeners, he
answered with an impish smile, “Just one.
He’s standing in front of you. The rest

water the plants. Transplanting full-
grown trees takes a minimum of six
months but it adds to the experience of
the visitors.”

On the last day of our stay, we accom-
panied a steward, Soori — who looks
older than his 45-years, thanks to his grey
hair, but is surprisingly agile on his feet
— to see a huge water tank being con-
structed to supplement the existing water
resource. A tiger pugmark near the tank,
which is about three km away from the
resort, was the real attraction. An amaz-
ing raconteur, Soori told us about the
goings-on in the surrounding villages,
pointed out herbs and imparted local wis-
dom. 

On our way back, we competed to test
our physical fitness at the outdoor adven-
ture sports area. It was here that Rawat,
who by that time had come to check upon
our well-being, told us that he calls Soori
his ‘local reporter’ — clearly for a reason
— and promised us that the journalist fra-
ternity had more up its sleeves. He was
hinting at Soori’s talent which is not lim-
ited to story-telling. At night, on a day
when the resort which is usually full-up
was deserted as it was the mid-week after
a long weekend, Soori entertained us by
singing Garhwali and Nepali songs which
was accompanied by energetic dancing in
the gazebo attached to the dining area.
Equipped with a keyboard, a TT table and
more, it doubles up as an activity area
where, in the evening, there is a magic-
tricks show for children and a musical one
for adults. It was in the gazebo that Rahul
Mukherjee and Frank, the in-house
singers, entertained us with a mix of slow,
romantic and fast-paced songs every
evening.

The fourth morning, after a leisure-
ly breakfast of Bichchu buti ka saag, a local
delicacy, and potato spring onion gravy
cooked in Garhwali style, we hit the road
on our way to the capital. And while I car-
ried the fond memories of the place and
the people, I also left a part of me behind.
Till we take abode in the forest...again.
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Producer Maneesh Sharma and direc-
tor Sharat Katariya were in sheer dis-

belief when they won the prestigious
National Film Awards for Best Feature
Film in Hindi for Dum Laga Ke Haisha
(DLKH). On the sixth release anniver-
sary of the film starring Ayushmann
Khurrana and Bhumi Pednekar, the duo
opened up about their journey into mak-
ing this fresh, timeless romance.

�DLKH was your first film as a pro-
ducer at YRF. What made you take the
plunge as a producer? 

Maneesh: Some take the plunge,
others are tripped into the pool. I am def-
initely the latter. Producing films was
nowhere in my scheme of things but I
had not anticipated the plans of Aditya
Chopra. Shuddh Desi Romance had just
released and I was prepping for anoth-
er film. One fine day, a conversation ini-
tiated by Adi led to me becoming a pro-
ducer pretty much overnight. C ‘est la
vie! (such is life)

�Did you expect this reaction to the
film while you were writing it?

Sharat: No, one is not thinking any
kind of (such thing), one is always
unsure and is trying to write with the
best possible ideas. There was no expec-
tations. Yes, I was overwhelmed by the
reaction but never expected it like that.

�As a producer, what are the kind of
stories that you want to tell? 

Maneesh: Irrespective of which
role I am engaged in a film with — pro-
ducer, director or story writer — I rely
a lot on my instinct. It’s a lot to do with
what feels right at that stage of life and
you click with a narrative or a charac-
ter or a genre and you back your
instinct and commit to investing your
time and energy to the process. So far,
that’s mostly worked for me, I guess.

�What do you think is the USP of the
film that it became a hit?

Sharat: Honestly, I don’t know. I saw
the film a year after it was released, again,

at a film festival with the audience. I still
don’t know what worked with the audi-
ence, but I am assuming that may be the
comedy or the characters. I really don’t
know what was new in it because when
I hear the word ‘fresh’, I can’t figure out
exactly what was fresh in it? I can’t break
it down for myself. If I could, I would
do that again.

�When you and Sharat were teaming
up for the film, what were your expec-
tations?
Maneesh: All we really hoped was for
the audience to connect with the
grounded and nostalgic quality of the
narrative. The love and warmth the film
has received overtime, does validate our
conviction. Each film has its own mea-

sure of ambition. This one did tick many
of the boxes. 

�The film gave a new pairing
(Ayushmann-Bhumi) to people who
have now had a hattrick of hits. Why
do you think people have loved them
ever since? 

Sharat: It’s just their talent nothing
else. It’s their talent of getting into the
skin of the character and becoming the
characters they’ve asked for, for any film
that they do. And I’m sure that is why
their films and performances work.

�What was the first thing you and
Sharat said to each other when you won
the National Award for the film? 

Maneesh: Kya baat kar raha hai!
(What  are you saying?)

�What was your reaction when you
won the National Award for the film?

Sharat: I have very fond memories.
I’ll tell you bit by bit what happened. My
first reaction was like Oh God! I won’t
be able to work the whole day now. First,
it wasn’t sinking in but it sank when there
were multiple phone calls, post which I
remember calling Maneesh. I told him
that the film has won a National Award,
not just for the film but also for the best
singer (Monali) and Varun (Grover) for
the best lyrics as well. So, he was also
equally surprised. And then phone calls
started coming in non-stop. This has
never happened to me in my life. It was
really an overwhelming experience.

After wrapping her shooting schedule for Farhad
Samji’s Bachchan Pandey, Kriti has already

started the shoot of her next horror-comedy,
Bhediya’s Mumbai schedule. Directed by Amar
Kaushik, the film will also star Varun Dhawan.

With shooting back to back for her films, it looks
like the actress has no time to spare. Confirming the
same, a source revealed, “Kriti has been keeping
extremely busy with her hectic schedule and is work-
ing hard to balance all her forthcoming projects. In
between Bhediya, she will also shoot for a song for
her film, Mimi. To be all prepared and ready, the
actress is rehearsing every night post her shoot.”

Recently, the actress created quite a stir on the
internet with her sexy biker look for her film
Ganapath directed by Vikas Behl where she will be
seen opposite Tiger Shroff. Having a packed slate for
the year, the actress is all set to surprise her fans and
audiences on screen.

Director and producer
Kanwal Khoosat’s teleplay

Gidh revolves around two
women protagonists bound
together by their shared mis-
eries of life in a patriarchal soci-
ety. The teleplay starring Sana
Jafri, Rasti Farooq, and Adeel
Afzal delves into the life of
Saleema and an unexpected
visitor Salma who claims to be
her sister-in-law.  

As the plot unfolds, both
the women share the trials of
their respective lives which
they had to undergo because of
the same man — Junaid,
Salma’s brother, and Saleema’s
husband. Together, they decide
to do put an end to their suf-
fering. What in fact transpires
changes one of their lives for-
ever, but not in a predictable
way.

Sana says, “Working with
Kanwal has been definitely the
best experience of my life
because she brought out the
creative aspects in me that I
didn’t even know could trans-
late onto the screen. Each line
that Kanwal wrote had two or
more meanings and it was
tough to express them all with-
out actually saying what the
character was going through.”

The teleplay format, she
says, was tricky because she is
a trained theatre actor but
Kanwal blended the two gen-
res and translated them harmo-
niously for the small screen.

Kanwal also helped her to
push her creative boundaries.

Sana adds, “We rehearsed the
teleplay just like we do in the-
atre and that process was very
helpful. Also, the fact that we
were a team of five women
helped. Whenever we got stuck
creatively, our art director,
Kanwal, myself, Rasti, and our
assistant shared our real-life
experiences which helped us
move forward. This ensemble
of five amazing women who
had so much to share with each
other really helped me as an
actor.”

(The teleplay will stream on
Airtel Spotlight on February 28
at 2 pm and 6 pm.)
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Picture this: Six teams, rep-
resenting different regions
of India, battling it out

against each other in a musical
championship. Each of these
teams are supported by leading
Bollywood and sports celebrities
like Bobby Deol, Rajkummar
Rao, Shraddha Kapoor along
with Shakti Kapoor and
Siddhanth Kapoor, Riteish and
Genelia Deshmukh, Govinda
along with Sunita and Tina Ahuja
and Suresh Raina. Also, the
teams have two top playback
singers as their captains along
with one reality show star and
one fresh voice. Doesn’t this
resemble the concept of IPL
(The Indian Premier League), a
professional Twenty20 cricket
match contested by different
teams representing various states
of India?

While we’ve seen many
sports leagues over the past few
decades, Zee TV’s latest show —
Indian Pro Music League — is the
first ever music league reality
show which infuses the compet-
itive energy of sports into music
with super matches, league
matches and so on. While Shilpa
Rao is the captain of Mumbai
Warriors, Shaan and Aakriti
Kakar head Bengal Tigers, Asees
Kaur leads Punjab Lions and
Sajid Khan commands Delhi
Jammers. All the captains came
together to speak about the show.

Since people have always
enjoyed and embraced this for-
mat in sports, can we expect the
same response for music? Aakriti
feels that people are going to take

some time to understand the
concept. “Even we took a while.
But it’s going to be a lot of fun.
Shaan and I will make sure that
we just don’t keep singing our
own songs because that will
become mundane. Our goal is to
give a different spin to each
song. There are different themes
to almost every episode. There
are various categories and genres
given to us. Singers Mika Singh,
Kailash Kher, Sajid Khan, Shaan,
Ankit Tiwari, Javed Ali, Asees
Kaur, Bhoomi Trivedi, Payal Dev,
Neha Bhasin, Shilpa Rao will don
the hat of captains of the six zonal
teams. I am sure it’s going to be
a huge hit,” she says.

Sajid adds, “Wahan bat aur
ball chalta hai, yeha pe sur aur
taal, drum and guitar chalega.
Even though cricket is like a reli-
gion in India, I feel people can
still live without it, but music —
I don’t think so.”

Aakriti always loves to be
challenged. She says, “There’s a
bit of a challenge because I am a

judge on Sa Re Ga Ma Pa on Zee
Bangla. There I am judging the
contestants and here, I am the
one who is going to be judged. It’s
like practicing what you preach,
so it shouldn’t come across as a
hollow claim. And actually that’s
where the fun is.”

Shilpa shares, “Music is one
thing that you like... be it in any
form. It has that universal con-
nect with people. The whole
point of this format is to get 18
artistes of the same stature and
six new talents on one stage,
which is the biggest task for any
of us.”

Ask her if Shilpa finds it chal-
lenging, she instantly says, “What?
To be yourself? No! That is the
least challenging thing for me.
The only test is to be a better per-
former on a daily basis and be a
better version of yourself. When
you are competing with yourself,
that’s the real challenge to be in.”

Asees hopes that just like IPL
is a big success in our country, this
show carries the same magic!

Usually in a music reality
show there are different teams
fighting to win. Here, there is an
involvement of various states and
their representation. Has this
made the show more personal for
the audience as well as for the
singers? Well, Aakriti tells us
that initially when she was
approached for the show, she had
the option of choosing two-three
teams because she’s a Delhi girl,
who is a Punjabi, born and
brought up in Mumbai. She espe-
cially chose Bengal because “the
kind of love I’ve received from the
state is just unbelievable. My
connection with Bengal has been
very strong since the beginning.”

Shaan explains that repre-
senting states is a very superficial
part of the show. “For instance,
MS Dhoni represents Chennai
but it’s not like he was born in
Chennai or he has any connection
with the state. It’s a voting-based
show so it’s become very difficult
if you just leave it at ‘everyone
votes for everyone’. It also
becomes even more subjective
then. I am a Bengali, so I have
been given a team titled Bengal
Tigers. Mikaji (Singh) is Punjabi
so he has been given Punjab
Lions. But if we talk about
Kailashji (Kher), he has got
Mumbai Warriors but he is not
from Mumbai. So we were just
given these choices just for the
sake of representation and to give
a superficial colour,” shares Shaan.

Sajid and Shilpa tell us that
the show depicts different cultures
and a variety of music from var-
ious states. “The show’s mantra is
Music Uncha Rahe Hamara. So at
the end, it all comes down to one
thing i.e. music. It doesn’t matter
who took the trophy. It’s a win for
music,” they say. 

(The show airs on Zee TV
every Saturday and Sunday at 8
pm.) 

Approximately seven years ago,
Jamai Raja aired on television

and since then, the show carved its
name in the memory of the viewers.
It ended following an effective three-
year run. Now, its second installment
Jamai 2.0 is back on the digital plat-
form Zee5 with a bigger plot twist.
Excerpts: 

�How did you conceptualise the
show? How is it different from the
first installment? 

Since it is a second season, the
story line has been carried forward.
The producers of the show, Viniyard
Films came up with the story line for
this season based on the research

done by the OTT platform post first
season. I was shared the brief of what
audience was expecting from season
two and I worked around it. I feel sea-
son one was more action oriented
while season two kept the emotion-
al quotient and love at the forefront.
We have focussed on Ravi (Dubey)
and Nia’s (Sharma) chemistry, while
ensuring that Achint Kaur’s charac-
ter doesn’t loose its shine since it has
been the encashing point from day
one. Her character brings the required
edge to the show. 

�An insight into the storyline...
It’s a story of two lovers torn

between romance and revenge...

Sidharth (played by Ravi) is looking
for Roshni’s (played by Nia) brother
who had killed his sister 10 years ago...
Roshni discovers it and chooses to
side with her brother, who she
believes is innocent. Thus, they find
themselves at loggerheads. It’s a fight
where there is no winning. It’s either
love or family. Sid has always shown
that he is in love with Roshni but we
wonder if his feelings are real or sim-
ply a part of his plan. What will Sid
and Roshni choose is the suspense of
the season. 

�The story of revenge is not a
novel theme, what made you sure
that the audience would not skip the

second season of the show? 
There are limited genres and only

seven types of stories form archetypes
that have engaged human attention
for centuries. It’s the characters which
make the story different from one
another and pull the audience to
watch it. Jamai 2.0 already has its suc-
cess formula. The audience has loved
Ravi, Nia and Achint since the TV
show days and that’s the reason
when the OTT platform decided to
experiment with TV crossover web
show. Their obvious choice was
Jamai being the most successful
show on television. 

�At a time when the OTT space is

booming with content driven pro-
jects, how do think a show like this
will work? 

Well, because this is content dri-
ven show too. It is high on emotion-
al quotient and has been written in
sync with today’s time. 

�Your experience of working with
Nia, Ravi and Achint...

It has been really great. Working
with Achint has been a dream come
true since I have grown up watching
her. Ravi’s energy and dedication
towards his work is rare in today’s
actors and Nia surprises me with her
spontaneity. I can promise that this
season will make audience laugh and
cry at the same time. 

�We don’t see much of masala
content these days, instead there’s
a surge in the realistic genre like
biopics, real-life events. What type
of content, according to you, will
prevail in the post-COVID era?

One thing which has changed
during COVID times is viewership of
the audience. People have started
consuming more and more OTT
content. They want to be safe and
secure, and watch shows from the
comfort of their homes, rather than
heading out often. That has brought
surge of demand for new shows for
sure. But there can’t be one particu-
lar set of genre that will prevail
because the audience differs. They
love to be spoilt with various choic-
es. Also, I do agree that we are mov-
ing towards more realistic content
these days. Its demand has been
increasing rapidly. I feel people need
encouragement and want to watch
inspiring stories, thus, biopics have
a huge scope of going forward. 

�What are your forthcoming pro-
jects?

While Jamai 2.0 has been
released yesterday, I am finishing my
edit for another webshow, a psycho-
logical thriller, which will be go on
air in March on ALTBalaji. 

Actor Sharad Malhotra,
who recently achieved two

million followers on
Instagram, has often floored
fans with his fashion choices.
His jackets, particularly, are a
huge hit with his admirers.

“I love jackets. I’m partic-
ular about what I wear and my
mood sort of dictates my
choice of clothes. Keeping it
simple yet fashionable is what
I prefer. My choice is governed
by comfort. Having a fashion
designer wife is a plus (laughs
softly). Ripci (his wife) is my
go-to person every time I
need any help,” says Sharad.

Recently seen in the show
Naagin 5, the actor is right now
planning his next career move.

“I am reading scripts and
discussing projects. I have
liked two to three things but
have not signed up on any-
thing as of now. Talks are on,
let's see what falls into place,”
he claims, adding that he is
open to TV, films and web
shows. He has been

approached for music videos,
too.

“An artiste just needs a
platform and an audience. I
don’t want to restrict myself
into just one medium but
explore everything that is chal-
lenging and exciting that
comes my way. I enjoy per-
forming different characters
having different shades. If the
story and my part are good
enough, I can even perform on
the streets and entertain my
audience. I value the art more
than everything else,” he says.

He recently went to Dubai
with his wife to rejuvenate.
Talking about his holiday, he
says: “Holidays gets the best
out of me. This time around
things were different. We all
were stuck at home, not sure
when we could go for a vaca-
tion. So this holiday was spe-
cial. I love visiting Dubai not
just because of how beautiful
and welcoming it is but also for
my fans in the city.”
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Veteran actor Gulshan Grover says he has
respect for OTT platforms but theatres

define the festive experience of watching films,
and it is something that has been missing over
the past year.

“For almost a year now, we have been
watching films and series on OTT in our homes.
We have been watching content from across the
world. The OTT has its own advantages but we
also want to get out there and want to have a real
experience of watching a film,” said Grover at the
trailer launch of the forthcoming film Mumbai
Saga in Mumbai.

About filmmakers who have gone ahead and
released films amid COVID protocol, he added,
“It’s a gutsy and courageous move from produc-
ers and entertainers that we care for the audience.
Accepting the idea of 50 per cent capacity in the-
atres is a big step for financiers, producers and
actors because the numbers are going to be count-
ed.”

The Sanjay Gupta directorial Mumbai Saga
is set in the eighties and the nineties. It chroni-
cles the changing landscape of Mumbai when
mills were being replaced by malls and highrise
buildings.

“We have respect for OTT platforms. They
are here to stay and they will be an integral part
of our lives, but when you release a film on OTT
there is no festivity, no celebration, no noise. There
is no getting together of people, no one calls you
and expresses his enthusiasm of watching the
film,” Grover said.

“The festivity was missing, the publicity was
missing, the excitement was missing. So, it all
comes back. As for competition among produc-
ers, there is no competition at the moment. They
all want to get to a theatre somehow or the other.
(Industry) People will make way for others and
will celebrate success of other producers,” he
added.

Mumbai Saga features John Abraham,
Emraan Hashmi, Suniel Shetty, Kajal Aggarwal,
Rohit Roy, Anjana Sukhani, Mahesh Manjrekar,
Prateik Babbar, Amole Gupte, Samir Soni, Shaad
Randhawa and Gulshan Grover. The film is set
for a theatrical release on March 19.
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Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
scored twice including a late

winner as Arsenal qualified for
the last 16 of the Europa League
on Thursday with a 3-2 victo-
ry over Benfica in Greece,
while Manchester United and
Rangers cruised through to
the next round.

The Gabon striker put
Arsenal ahead at the
Karaiskakis stadium in Piraeus
in their home leg of a tie relo-
cated due to Covid-19 travel
restrictions.

Diogo Goncalves levelled
the contest with a magnificent
free-kick and Rafa Silva gave
Benfica a 2-1 lead on the night
when he took advantage of an
error from Dani Ceballos on
the hour.

Kieran Tierney rifled in an
equaliser and Aubameyang
headed in the decisive goal
from Bukayo Saka’s cross on 87
minutes, earning the Gunners
a 4-3 aggregate victory and sav-
ing them from an unusual
away goals exit following a 1-
1 draw in the first leg in Rome.

“Everyone is happy tonight.
This is what gives me power
every day, take errors from the
past and transform to strength,”
Aubameyang told BT Sport.

“The team showed a lot of
character and we deserved the
win. It was a hard game. What
we showed tonight will be an
example for the future.”

United cemented their
place in Friday’s draw with a 0-
0 draw at home to Real
Sociedad, having effectively
clinched the tie last week with
an emphatic 4-0 win on neutral
ground in Italy.

Mikel Oyarzabal’s awful
penalty miss represented the
best chance at Old Trafford for
La Real, while Bruno
Fernandes rattled the crossbar
and Axel Tuanzebe’s header
was disallowed for a foul.

Leicester City, who are
behind second-placed United
in the Premier League only on

goal difference, were knocked
out after sliding to a 2-0 loss at
home to Czech champions
Slavia Prague.

Lukas Provod fired Slavia
in front just after half-time fol-
lowing a goalless draw in the
first leg, and Senegalese teenag-
er Abdallah Sima ensured the
visitors extended their run in
the competition.

‘OUTSTANDING’ RANGERS
Steven Gerrard’s Rangers

progressed following their 5-2
win over Belgian side Antwerp
at Ibrox, with five different
players on target for the
Scottish league leaders.

After a dramatic 4-3 win in
the first leg last week, goals
from Alfredo Morelos, Nathan
Patterson and Ryan Kent put
Rangers in control before late
penalties from Borna Barisic
and Cedric Itten wrapped up
the tie 9-5 on aggregate.

“I’m very satisfied, the per-
formance was outstanding in a
lot of areas,” said Gerrard.

AC Milan squeezed past
Red Star Belgrade on away
goals after a 1-1 draw in a clash
of former European champions
at the San Siro.

Franck Kessie’s early penal-
ty was enough to book Milan’s
place in the last 16 despite El
Fardou Ben Nabouhane equal-
ising as the tie finished 3-3 over
the two legs.

Napoli’s dismal run contin-

ued as they were knocked out
3-2 on aggregate by Granada
despite winning 2-1 in the
return fixture in Italy.

Ajax eliminated French
Ligue 1 leaders Lille with a 2-
1 victory in Amsterdam to
complete a 4-2 overall win,

while Gerard Moreno netted
both goals as Villarreal dumped
out Salzburg 4-1 on aggregate.

Egyptian forward Ahmed
Hassan’s 88th-minute strike in
Eindhoven sent Olymiapkos
through at the expense of PSV
5-4 on aggregate, while Roma
and Young Boys brushed aside
Braga and Bayer Leverkusen
respectively.

Former winners Shakhtar
Donetsk completed a 3-0
aggregate victory over Maccabi
Tel-Aviv, while Norwegians
Molde dumped out
Hoffenheim 5-3 on aggregate
following a 2-0 win in
Germany.

Dinamo Zagreb and
Dynamo Kiev complete the
line-up for the last 16, with
Tottenham Hotspur also in the
mix after destroying Wolfsberg
of Austria by an aggregate
score of 8-1 on Wednesday.
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The BCCI is looking at four
to five venues for conduct-

ing the next edition of the
Indian Premier League with
Mumbai as a single host not
looking feasible anymore fol-
lowing a surge in Covid-19
cases in and around the city.

Earlier, there were discus-
sions that Mumbai, with four
stadiums — Wankhede,
Brabourne, DY Patil and
Reliance Stadium, will be a
good option to create a single
bio-secure bubble and hold
the eight-week long tourna-
ment.

However,the Covid-19 sit-
uation in Maharashtra has
worsened with a spike in cases.

“There is still a month left
for the IPL to start but obvious-
ly some decisions need to be

taken. It will be risky to have a
single city IPL in Mumbai if
there is steady rise in cases
that’s happening right now,” a
senior BCCI official said.

“So cities like Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, and Kolkata will be
ready to host matches.
Ahmedabad, in all likelihood,
will host the play-off and final
match of the IPL,” he said.

The IPL is scheduled to
start in the second week of
April. 
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Young opener Devdutt Padikkal contin-
ued his sensational form, smashing a

second successive century to lead defend-
ing champions Karnataka to a nine-wick-
et win over Kerala in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy here on Friday.

Chasing Kerala’s 278, Karnataka can-
tered home with 27 balls to spare with the
Royal Challengers Bangalore opener hitting
13 fours and two sixes in an unbeaten knock
of 126 from 138 balls.

He got a fine support from
Krishnamurthy Siddharth (84-ball 86 not
out; 5x4, 3x6) as they toyed with the Kerala

attack in their match-winning 180-run
undefeated stand. Fresh from his 152
against Odisha, Padikkal carried on from
where he left and put on a 99-run opening
stand with skipper Ravikumar Samarth
(62).

The 20-year-old, who also has two half-
centuries, now leads the Vijay Hazare run
chart with 427 runs from four matches at
an astounding average of 142.33.

The big win took Karnataka to the top
of the Group E table ahead of Uttar
Pradesh, who beat Railways by 70 runs in
Alur and Kerala on net run-rate.

FOUR FOR BARODA 
In Group A game in Surat, skipper

Krunal Pandya’s unbeaten 133 formed the
cornerstone of Baroda’s 13-run win over
Chhattisgarh in an Elite Group A game,
even as Atit Sheth blazed away to a 16-ball
51.

Opting to bat, Baroda rode on Pandya’s

hundred and Sheth’s big-hitting to post
332/6 after a top-order failure, and then
restricted the opposition to 319/9 to record
their fourth win on the trot. The left-han-
der smashed 20 fours and three sixes in his
whirlwind 100-ball knock while forging a
139-run stand for the fifth wicket with
Vishnu Solanki (78 off 99 balls, 8x4).

JHARKHAND LOSE
In Group B matches in Indore, Tamil

Nadu ended Jharkhand’s three-match win-
ning streak with a convincing 67-run win.

At Holkar Stadium, Prabhsimran Singh
hammered 167 (140 balls, 13 fours, 9 sixes)
to power Punjab to a four-wicket win over
Vidarbha. While Madhya Pradesh handed
Andhra a 98-run defeat.

Jharkhand is on top of the standings
with 12 points, followed by Punjab, Andhra,
Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh with eight
points. Vidarbha lies in last place with 4
points.
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It was a long wait for Axar
Patel and it didn’t help that
everyone around him had

just one question for the past
three years — “Why aren’t you
in the Indian team?”

But Patel was unfazed as he
knew, his time would come.

“I think it’s all about confi-
dence,” said the 27-year-old
from Anand in Gujarat who
wanted to be a mechanical
engineer growing up but was
prodded into trying his hand at
cricket by a school friend.

With his record 11 wickets
in the Day-Night third Test
against England, the left-arm
spinner finally found his big
moment in International crick-
et, seven years after he made his
India debut in an ODI against
Bangladesh.

Since that day, he has been
in and out of the team with the
spin all-rounder’s spot firmly
with Ravindra Jadeja.

In this series too, he made
it because Jadeja was out
injured. He hadn’t been in the
national team since 2018 and
made his Test debut in the sec-
ond game against England last
week in Chennai.

“I have been out of the team
for three years and at that time,
I used to think about the areas
of my game which need to be
worked upon. So, I was work-
ing on my bowling and batting,”
he told Hardik Pandya in a
bcci.Tv interview, thoroughly
enjoying his good time.

“When you are out of the

team, many people, friends
keep asking you ‘why aren’t you
in the team despite doing well?’
These things keep coming in
the mind,” said the bowler who
has 152 wickets in 41 first-class
game at an impressive average
of 25.25.

“So, I told myself ‘just wait
for the right time and whenev-

er I get an opportunity I will
give my 100 per cent’.”

Asked by Pandya if he finds
Test cricket easy, Axar replied:
“Everybody asked me that
question. When it goes your
way then you think it’s easy but
when you miss a full toss, you
actually realise how easy it is.”

Patel said he would aim to

continue in the same manner in
front of his home crowd in the
fourth and final Test against
England, starting here on
March 4.

“(The Day-Night Test) was
my second Test and first in
Motera. It’s a special feeling to
play and perform before the
home crowd. My efforts would
be to do the same,” Patel said.

Towards the end of the
light-hearted interview, India
skipper Virat Kohli also made
an appearance and appreciated
Patel’s performance in Gujarati.

“Ae Bapu taari bowling
kamaal chhe! (Bapu, your bowl-
ing is wonderful!),” Kohli said. 

EXPECTED WICKET TO
HOLD UP LITTLE LONGER

England head coach Chris
Silverwood on Friday played
down talks of lodging any for-
mal complaint to the ICC
regarding the Motera pitch but
said he had expected the sur-
face to hold up a little longer
after his team lost the third Test
against India inside two days.

“First and foremost, just to
follow up from what Joe (Root)
said yesterday, he got five for 8,
but at the same time whatever
the pitch did or didn’t do,
India ultimately played better
than us on that surface, prob-
ably pushed us to the extremes
of which our players haven’t
experienced before,” he said
during a virtual press confer-
ence.

“We did expect the wicket
to hold up a little longer than
it did,” he added.
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Called a modern day legend by
his captain Virat Kohli, ace
Indian off-spinner

Ravichandran Ashwin says he is
actually an accidental cricketer,
who is living a dream with over 400
Test wickets under his belt.

Ashwin reached the milestone
in the Day-Night third Test against
England, which ended here on
Thursday with India winning by 10
wickets inside two days. Ashwin
picked up seven in the match to
take his overall tally to 401.

“I accidentally became a crick-
eter. I am actually a cricket lover
who went on to become a cricketer.
I am living my dream here, I never
imagined that I will wear the Indian
jersey one day and I will play,”
Ashwin told bcci.Tv in an interview
but did not elaborate on the remark.

According to Ashwin, being in
the Covid-19 lockdown made him
realise just how lucky he was to play
for India.

“And every time I finish play-
ing a game and if I give that win-
ning result for the team, I just feel
I am being given a blessing, but the
Covid times made me feel how
lucky I am to actually play for India.

“Even when I came back after
the IPL, I never thought I will play
in Australia, so that is what I said,
everything has been a gift, for the
love with which I play the game, the
game is giving me back enough and
more laurels,” he added.

Ashwin, who also became the
second fastest bowler to reach the
400 Test wicket-mark after Sri
Lankan spin legend Muttiah
Muralitharan, said that he watched
a lot of old videos of great individ-

ual performances in the lock-down
helped improve his understanding
of the game.

“I used to watch a lot of footage
even before, but the understanding
of the game has gone one notch
higher...During the lockdown, I
was watching a lot of cricket from
the past, especially Sachin’s hundred
in Chepauk, all sort of stuff on
Youtube,” recalled the 34-year-old
Chennai-born player.

Jofra Archer became Ashwin’s
400th wicket during the second day
of the third Test here, which India
won by 10 wickets and he said it was
only when the batsman had opted
for DRS, he realised that he had
reached the landmark.

“Initial feeling is quite empty to
be honest, because we were under
immense pressure...For me I was
actually in the moment, only after
he (Archer) had taken the DRS, I
realised the 400th that happened,”
he said.

“...After they flashed 400 Test
wickets on the board, the entire sta-
dium was up, everybody was clap-
ping, I don’t know, I cannot put a
finger and say how I feel about it,
the last three months have been a
complete fairy-tale,” he added. 

����� .�58�5

Former batsman Ian Bell has
slammed England’s much-

debated rotation policy, saying
they were guilty of thinking too
far ahead and have gone  wrong
with the constant chopping
and changing in a “big” Test
series like India.

England fell to an embar-
rassing 10-wicket defeat in the
third Test to go down 1-2 in the
four-match series against India,
while also getting knocked out
of contention from the ICC
World Test Championship

(WTC) final in June.
“I think England have been

guilty of thinking too far ahead

of having a squad for the Ashes
when actually this is bigger
than the Ashes, this is proba-
bly as big as the Ashes,” Bell
told ESPNcricinfo.

“Why are we rotating in the
biggest Test series you are play-
ing in? For me that’s where
England have gone a bit
wrong,” he added.

The 38-year-old, who fea-
tured in 118 Tests for England,
feels for the English players for
whom the tours to India and
Australia can make or break
careers.

“These tours, certainly for

Englishmen coming to India or
going to Australia are the pin-
nacle. They make your careers,
you look back and if you win
in those conditions they are
remembered for a long long
time,” Bell said.

“For me, India are going to
come to England in the sum-
mer. If they are 2-0 or 1-0 up
will they rotate? I know for a
fact that when India come in
the summer they won’t be
rotating their best bowlers or
their best players or leave
somebody out. They want to
win.”
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New Delhi: Asian Silver-winner
Deepak Kumar (52kg) on Friday
stunned Olympic and world
champion Shakhobiddin Zoirov
of Uzbekistan to storm into the
finals of the 72nd Strandja
Memorial Boxing Tournament
in Sofia, Bulgaria.

Deepak clinched one of the
most memorable wins of his
career with a 4-1 win over more

fancied Zoirov, who had claimed
the 2019 world championship
title beating India’s Amit
Panghal. Zoirov is also a Silver-
medallist from the Asian Games
and the championships.

However, former youth
world champion Jyoti Gulia
(51kg) and Bhagyabati Kachari
(75kg) bowed out of the women’s
competition. PNS
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Manchester United and AC
Milan will face off in the

last 16 of the Europa League
after being paired together in
Friday’s draw in Nyon.

United, who beat Real
Sociedad 4-0 in the previous
round, will face the seven-
time European champions in a
two-legged encounter after
they squeezed past Red Star
Belgrade on away goals.

The tie will pit Zlatan
Ibrahimovic against his former
club in United, where he won
the 2017 edition of the Europa
League.

United will be considered
favourites for the tie however
as they sit second in the
Premier League having lost just
once in the English top flight
since the start of November.

Milan meanwhile have

surrendered top spot in Serie A
to neighbours Inter Milan after
a run of three defeats in five
league matches.

Ajax will fancy their
chances against Switzerland's
Young Boys after the four-
time European champions
eliminated Ligue 1 leaders Lille
on Thursday.

Granada were rewarded
for making the last 16 in their
first ever European campaign
with a tie against Norway’s
Molde, while Roma coach
Paulo Fonseca will be reunited
with his old team Shakhtar
Donetsk.

United’s fellow Premier
League teams Tottenham
Hotspur and Arsenal will face
Dinamo Zagreb and
Olympiakos respectively.
Rangers take on Slavia Prague
after dumping out Royal
Antwerp 9-5 on aggregate.
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Mumbai: The knockout
matches of the ongoing
Vijay Hazare Trophy will
be held in Delhi from
March 7.

The matches will be
organised at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium and the
Palam Ground.

“...Kindly note that the

knock-out stage of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy 2020-
21 will be played at New
Delhi from March 7,” stat-
ed a mail sent from the
BCCI secretary’s office to
all the affiliated state units
on February 25.

As per the BCCI web-
site, the pre-quarter final

(Eliminator) will be played
on March 7, while the
quarter-finals will be
played on March 8 and
March 9.

The two semi-finals
will be staged on March 11
while the summit clash
will be played on March
14.
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