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Modi vows to resurrect Sonar Bengal

BJP will bring real ‘poriborton’ by ending extortion, cut-money raj, pledges PM

o

SAUGAR SENGUPTA m CHINSURA

Aamra ashol poriborton chai
(we want real change)”
That is how Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
referred to the political will of
the people of an election-
bound Bengal.

“The people have made up
their mind to bring about the
real poriborton... the one that
will restore Bengal to its glori-
ous past converting it to the real
Sonar Bangla (Golden
Bengal),” the Prime Minister

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a public meeting in Hooghly district on Monday PTI

told a mammoth rally at
Shahganj in Hooghly district
about 50 km from Kolkata.
The Prime Minister inau-
gurated the extension of Metro
Railway from Noapara to
Dakshineswar and flagged off
the first service on this 4.1 km
stretch — constructed at a cost
0f Y464 crore — joining the two
famous Kali Temples of
Dakshineshwar and Kalighat.
The PM used the occasion
to launch a scathing attack on
the Mamata Banerjee
Government for “only perpe-

trating appeasement politics
and doing nothing for the peo-
ple of the State who brought
her to power with great hopes”

Slamming the alleged “cut-
money culture, syndicate raj,”
criminalisation of politics and
politicisation of administra-
tion, the Prime Minister said,
“Bengal will continue to lag
behind till syndicate raj and cut
money culture continues in the
State,” reminding how in the
past people from other States
came to Kolkata for earning
their bread “but today the local

people have to move out to
other States for employment.”

“This situation will not
improve till there is a real
poriborton,” the Prime
Minister said and referred to
“little” progress made in the
implementation of the Central
schemes like “Jal Jeevan
Mission” aimed at reaching
drinking water lines to every
household.

“At a time when other
States are implementing the
scheme quickly so that their
women do not have to go
miles away to fetch drinking
water and so that all the citizens
can get clean potable water free
from disease, the Government
here is sitting over the scheme,”
Modi said.

The PM added that the
Centre had sanctioned ¥1,700
crore for the project targeting
1.75 crore families... but the
State has managed to cover
only 9 lakh families spendin,
3609 crore. “It has siphoned off
the remaining funds,” he said.

Attacking the Trinamool
Congress Government for pro-
moting Tolabaji (extortion),
syndicate, and cut-money,
instead of nationalism, the PM
alleged the farmers of Bengal
who produce paddy, jute, etc,
were being looted.

“There will be no relief for
them till we do not set up mod-
ern industries like food pro-
cessing industries,” he said,
adding there was an urgent
need to modernise infrastruc-

ture in the State.

“When I meet Bengali peo-
ple abroad they say that they
want to come and invest here
but cannot do so because of cut
money culture ... even if you
go to hire a house 1};ou need to
pay up cut money here so how

can the State develop... for this
you need real change,” he said.

“When our party would
come to power, we will convert
Bengal known for its Tolabaji
into Sonar Bangla. We will
take quick decisions to ensure
steady development,” he said.

CBI quizzes Abhishek kin,

wife may be gril

SAUGAR SENGUPTA M KOLKATA

The CBI on Monday ques-
tioned Maneka Gambhir,
the sister-in-law of Diamond
Harbour MP Abhishek
Banerjee for more than three
hours in a coal smuggling case.
Abhishek is the nephew of
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Rujira Banerjee, the wife of
Abhishek Banerjee, is likely to
be quizzed on Tuesday. The
CBI had on Sunday sent a
notice to her for questioning.
According to sources, Rujira
has agreed to meet the CBI
officials on Tuesday.

Two women officers of the
agency questioned Gambhir
at her residence in Patrasayar
area on Monday and reportedly
asked questions regarding
some “significant” transfers of
funds from Kolkata to her two
accounts in Bangkok. She was

ed today

also asked to share details
about a third account in
London.

The CBI had registered an
FIR in November last year
against Anup Majhi, alias Lala,
the alleged kingpin of the coal
scam, Eastern Coalfield Ltd
General Managers Amit
Kumar Dhar and Jayesh
Chandra Rai apart from ECL
Chief of Security Tanmay Das,
Area Security Inspector,
Kunustoria Dhananjay Rai and
SSI and security in-charge
Kajor area Debashish
Mukherjee.

In a related development,
the Enforcement Directorate
sent a notice to Priyadarshini
the daughter of Bengal
Minister Firhad Hakim asking
her to appear before it in
relation to alleged irregulari-
ties in the transactions of her
bank accounts, sources

said.
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Covid upsurge
after Nov hints

PNS B NEW DELHI

On the fifth consecutive day,
active Covid-19 cases in
the country continue to rise,
crossing the 1.5 lakh mark in 17
days, which is the steepest
overall increase since
November-end, an indication
of the second wave of infection
setting in.

The increase in active cases
is also double than 1.5 per cent
recorded this time last
week.

The total number of new
cases reported per day has also
increased from a low of 9,121
on February 16 to 14,199 on
Monday, with the seven-day
moving average increasing by
13.8 per cent. The total tally of
Covid-19 cases on Monday
crossed 1.10 crore and the toll
reached close to 1,56,500.

The spike in national num-
bers comes as five States —
Maharashtra, Kerala, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh — report increased
daily numbers. The Centre has
warned all five States that con-
tinued “adherence to Covid-
appropriate behaviour” is crit-
ical to breaking the chain of
transmission and contain coro-
navirus.

“Over 74 per cent of active
cases are in Kerala and
Maharashtra... there has also

A policeman penalises a commuter for
not wearing a mask amid rise in
coronavirus cases across Maharashtra,
in Mumbai on Monday PTI

been a spike in Chhattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh... Punjab
and Jammu & Kashmir are also
witnessing a surge in daily
new cases,” the Health Ministry
said on Sunday.

In Maharashtra, the worst-
affected State, the seven-day
moving average of new cases
was 5,230 this morning — the
highest since 5,576 on
December 2. This morning
6,971 new cases were reported
in 24 hours — the most since
October 24, when 7,347 were
detected.

In Kerala, the second
worst-affected State, the seven-
day moving average of new
cases was 4,361 this morning
and 4,070 new cases were
reported in 24 hours.

Pathalgadi bid near H_igh

Activists enter
high security zone
PNS ® RANCHI

In a major security breach,
several supporters of the
Pathalgadi movement entered
the high security zone around
Jharkhand High Court on
Monday in Ranchi to install a
stone plaque stating that the
State Government does not
hold any executive power in the
scheduled areas, the names of
which the plaque carried.

“The executive power of
the State of Jharkhand does not
extend to the scheduled area,
therein, there is no right to free-
dom for the general public in
these scheduled areas,” the
stone plaque, of the size of a
dining table top, stated.

The plaque carried names of
12 districts — Ranchi, East
Singhbhum, Lohardaga, West
Singhbhum, Gumla, Latehar,
Saraikela Kharsawan, Sahebganj,
Dumka, Pakur, Jamtara and
Simdega — which the Pathalgadi
supporters wanted to declare as
scheduled areas beyond the
jurisdiction of the government of
Jharkhand.

“The Pathalgadi supporters
were stopped half way through.

P

s A
Activists carrying Pathalgadi stone slab
near Jharkhand High Court in Ranchi
on Monday Pioneer photo

The plaque was not installed,
and they were not allowed to go
anywhere close to the high
court,” said Superintendent of
Police (City), Saurav.

Eyewitnesses said that
around 100 Pathalgadi sup-
porters, mostly from Ranchi,
Khunti, Gumla and Lohardaga
districts, entered the high secu-
rity zone on Monday to install
the stone plaque. Police said
that they wanted to install the
stone plaque at Ambedkar
square, which is at a stone’s
throw from the Jharkhand
High Court.

While the Pathalgadi sup-
porters could not install their
stone plaque on Monday at
Ambedkar square, they have
said that they will meet
Governor Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday and handover a
memorandum to her high-
lighting their demands.

Court foiled

Pathalgadi, a tribal custom
of installing stone plaques and
other writings at the border of
villages to demarcate the area,
drew the attention of the State
government in 2017 after a few
plaques restricted entry of
administration and police in
villages and declared them as
liberated zones. The former
BJP-led government had decid-
ed to tackle the issue with an
iron fist and lodged FIR against
several hundred Pathalgadi
supporters.

However, soon after com-
ing to power in 2019, Chief
Minister Hemant Soren had
announced to withdraw all
cases against Pathalgadi sup-
porters in Jharkhand during
the 2017 movement.

During the Pathalgadi
movement of 2017, several
thousand villagers carrying
traditional bows and arrows
gathered around the stone
plaques in the bordering areas
of their villages. There were
several face-offs between the
administration and Pathalgadi
supporters during the period.
Some supporters of the move-
ment had reportedly held a few
policemen hostage demanding
release of their fellow
Pathalgadi supporters from
jail.

Claim of WHO nod
to Coronil as Covid
drug shocks IMA

NEW DELHI: The Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
on Monday took strong
exception to the claim of
WHO certification for
Patanjali’s Coronil tablet.
Refuting the company claims
that Coronil is an evidence-
based medicine to fight
Covid-19, the IMA demanded
an explanation from Union
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan in whose presence
the medicine was launched.

This comes in the wake of
global health body, WHO, clar-
ifying that it has not reviewed
or certified the effectiveness of
any traditional medicine for the
treatment of Covid-19.

Yoga guru Ramdev’s
Patanjali Ayurved on February
19 claimed the Coronil tablet
had received certification from
the Ayush Ministry as a med-
icine supporting Covid-19
treatment as per the WHO’s
certification scheme.

However, Patanjali’s man-
aging director Acharya
Balkrishna clarified: “We want
to clarify to avoid confusion
that our WHO GMP compliant
COPP certificate to Coronil is
issued by DCGI (sic)”  PNS

CAPSULE

FLU SCARE: 381 BIRDS
FOUND DEAD IN MAHA
Mumbai: Maharashtra reported
death of 381 birds on Sunday
amid the avian influenza scare, a
State Government official said
on Monday. He said 380 of
these were poultry birds,
including 190 from Nandurbar
and 115 from Amravati.

METRO, BUSES: SEAT
RESTRICTION CONTINUES
New Delhi: Public buses and
metro trains in the national
Capital will run at their current
limited capacities for at least
two more weeks with the Delhi
Disaster Management Authority
deciding to maintain status quo
on the number of passengers.

NON-BAILABLE WARRANT
ISSUED AGAINST DIGVIJAY
Hyderabad: A local court on
Monday issued a non-bailable
warrant (NBW) against senior
Congress leader Digvijay Singh
for not appearing before it in
connection with a defamation
case filed against him in 2017.

Better education system
priority of Govt, says CM

PNS  RANCHI

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren on Monday said that
establishing quality education
system in the State is the pri-
ority of the Government.
“Work is being done with
commitment to improve the
standard of education. Our
Government is serious about
solving the problems of con-
tractual education workers. “It
is our priority to start getting
benefits of the policy of
‘Contractual Worker Welfare
Society’ working under the
overall education’, he said, in
the first meeting of
"Contractual Worker Welfare
Society working under the
overall education” organised by
Jharkhand Education Project
Council here on Monday.
Soren said that a welfare
fund has been formed for the

-

4P

Chief Minister Hemant Soren, CS
Sukhdev Singh alongwith senior
officials during a meeting at Project
building in Ranchi on Monday

Pioneer photo

members of the contractual
workers' welfare society work-
ing under the overall educa-
tion. Integrated and other para
teachers, KGV, BRP-CRP per-
sonnel will now are able to get
the benefit of Rs 5 lakh insur-
ance amount. He said that
under the welfare fund policy,
normal death during the
tenure of integrated and other
para teachers, KGV, BRP-CRP
contractual personnel, their

dependent spouse or minor
children and dependent par-
ents are to be provided assis-
tance.

In the meeting, it was
informed before the CM that
loan assistance has also been
arranged in the benefits pro-
vided to the members of the
welfare fund. For this, it was
decided by the government to
give loans on the entire avail-
able amount of 10 crore cor-
pus fund’s interest. For the
higher education of the son
and daughter of the member
and for the marriage of the
daughter, a provision of max-
imum loan of Rs 50,000 to Rs
2 lakh has been made.
Similarly, for the treatment of
incurable disease declared by
the State government, a loan
provision has been made
in the welfare fund
policy.
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CIL-CRIS handshake for coal freight data sharing

RANCHI: For faster and cus-
tomized automated access to
data, through Freight
Operations Information

monitor movement of coal
laden rakes and coal despatch
activity, the company on
Monday entered a

Systems (CRIS), a wing

under Ministry of Railways.
The first of its kind data shar-

ing offers CIL a bouquet of ben-

instantaneous online transfer.

Another high point is the
data sets shared by CRIS pro-
vides CIL information on sanc-

minimize the instances of
under loading and overloading
of rakes and untangle the knots
benefitting CIL, Railways and

precise details of loading, weigh-

ment and unloading details along

with turnaround time of rakes.
Primarily it is a handshake
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Ranchi follows Khunti in road accidents

"Take necessary
measures to reduce
road accident cases
in State: CM

PNS B RANCHI

n the year 2020, Jharkhand
witnessed 4,377 road acci-
dent cases, which caused 3044
deaths and 3303 people got
injured. This means, in
Jharkhand on an average
almost 10 people die in road
accidents every day. 10 per cent
of these deaths are related to
bystanders or people walking
on the road and 07 per cent of
bicycle riders lost their lives in
road accidents.
As per the data released by
the Road Safety Authority, 92
per cent of these accidents
were caused due to over speed-
ing, 02 per cent of these cases

were related to drink and drive,
04 per cent due to driving in
the wrong direction and 1 per
cent of these accident cases
happened during the red light
crossing. Out of these acci-
dents, Khunti registered the
highest number of cases while
Ranchi recorded the 2nd high-
est cases with Gumla being at
number 03. Godda, Pakur and
Sahibganj districts reported
minimum road accident cases.

During a recently held
State-level meeting of the State
Road Safety Council Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
expressed his concern and
asked the officials to take every
concrete measure to control
these deaths. He Said, “Our
youth aged between 18-35
years are losing their lives.
This is a matter of concern for
us. We have to find a solution.
At any cost control speeding on
roads, highways. Take every

To reduce the
number of death
cases due to
accidents, the
government of
Jharkhand is
planning to establish
at least one trauma
centre in each
district of Jharkhand

measure to reduce the causes of
road accidents”

To reduce the number of
death cases due to accidents,
the government of Jharkhand
is planning to establish at least
one trauma centre in each dis-
trict of Jharkhand. At present,
alevel-1 trauma centre is oper-
ational in RIMS Ranchi, where-
as 03 level-3 trauma centres are
operational at Barhi in
Hazaribagh, Nagar Utari in
Garhwa & Baharagora in East

Singhbhum. 03 more such cen-
tres are under construction at
Ghatshila, Koderma &
Lohardaga. Soon, every district
will be equipped with at least
one trauma centre with all
modern primary treatment
facility.

In 2020, 39 per cent acci-
dents involved two wheelers,
Car, Jeep, Van and Taxi acci-
dent accounted for 18 per cent
while in 16 per cent Trucks
were involved. Express way
witnessed only Iper cent acci-
dent while National Highways
39 per cent, State Highways 18
per cent. In terms of area wise
accidents 24per cent in resi-
dential area, 2 per cent in edu-
cational area, 19 per cent in
market area and 55per cent in
other areas.

As per State Road Safety
Council in road accidents
chances of loss of life is only 14
per cent if a person is wearing

a helmet while if he is not wear-
ing the chance of losing life
increases to 86 per cent.
Similarly, driving a car without
using a seat belt, the possibili-
ty of death is 78 per cent while
using a belt reduces possibili-
ty to 22 per cent.

The Government will also
constitute a Noble Citizen
Volunteers Team who will help
the victims of road accident
esp. providing first aid to the
injured and bringing them to
the nearest Health Centers.
Creation of Noble Citizen self-
help group and providing
incentives is also being con-
templated.

The government is also
planning to introduce Road
Safety as an essential subject in
the syllabus of class 06th to
08th. Apart from this, the gov-
ernment is also planning to
appoint a road safety nodal
trainer in all the Middle

Schools, High Schools &
Higher Technical Education
Institution.

As many as 16913 road
safety signage boards, 4271-
speed limit signage boards and
75996 information signage
have been established across
the State. At the junctions of
NH, State Highways & District
Roads 188 blink light stands
have been established while 260
more such spots are under the
process of being secured
through signal light.

Special attention is being
given to the districts with high
traffic stress. Eighty eight
Highway patrol and 168 PCR
vans have been deployed in
Ranchi, Jamshedpur, Saraikela-
kharsawan, Hazaribagh,
Ramgarh, Giridih, Dhanbad,
Bokaro and Deoghar districts.
In times of Road Accident cri-
sis, these teams will act as the
Rapid Response Team.

BJP snubs JMM over “Iribals
are not Hindus’ remark

PNS m RANCHI

he State BJP unit on

Monday reacted strongly
over JMM executive president
cum Chief Minister Hemant
Soren’s remark, where he had
stated that tribals were never
Hindus. The State BJP termed
Soren’s remark as ‘language of
the Vatican. Chief Minister
Soren speaking at the India
Conference at Harvard 2021,
organised by students of
Harvard Business School and
Harvard Kennedy School on
Saturday had said that tribals
were never Hindus, nor are
they Hindus now.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that tribals are
nature worshipers and have a
separate set of customs and
practices and this is the rea-
son why they are classified as
tribals and indigenous people.
Reacting over  Chief
Minister’s remark, State BJP
spokesperson Pratul Shahdeo
said, “The Chief Minister by
raising contentious issue at
international platform has

given tools to Indian baiters.
India is a democratic country;
such contentious issue can be
raised in Parliament and
Judiciary”

However, Congress has dis-
tanced itself from the remark.
The CM made the remark
demanding a separate column
for tribals in 2021 census. The
Soren  government in
November last year had passed
a resolution demanding sepa-
rate Sarna/Adivasi religious
column for tribal. The
Jharkhand government after
passing the resolution unani-
mously sent it to Centre for
final nod. However, the Centre
is yet to take any decision on
the issue.

It may be noted that this is
the second time within a week
that the CM has raised the
Sarna/Adivasi religious code
issue. Few days back, he had
also raised the issue at NITI
Ayog where had demanded
separate religious column for
tribals.

Tribal leaders across the
state had been demanding the

implementation of the Sarna
Code in census surveys, which
would allow the tribals to be
identified as followers of the
Sarna faith during the census
of 2021 which is round the
corners, tribal outfits were
exerting pressure on the gov-
ernment to bring the legisla-
tion.

Tribal leaders alleged that
there was a separate Sarna
Code from 1871 to 1951, but it
was removed in 1961 under a
conspiracy. They also claim
that in 2011 the National
Commission for Scheduled
Tribes had recommended to
the Centre to add Sarna code
in the Census, but was not
implemented.

As per the 2011 Census,
tribals make up nearly 26 per
cent of the 32.4 million popu-
lation of Jharkhand. According
to tribal rights activists, a
majority of the tribal people in
the State who are not
Christians opted for the
“Others” column while mark-
ing their religious identity in
the 2011 Census.

Congress to hold State wide
protest against fuel price hike

PNS B RANCHI

he Jharkhand Pradesh

Congress Committee
(JPCC) decided to organise a
State-wide agitation against
the rising prices of petrol,
diesel and cooking gas in a
meeting on Monday in pres-
ence of JPCC Chief and the
State Finance Minister, Dr
Rameshwar Oraon and
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) Leader cum Rural

Development  Minister,
Alamgir Alam.
JPCC Spokesperson,

Rakesh Sinha informed that the
State-wide agitation was dis-
cussed in the meeting and it
was decided that a press con-
ference in all districts and the
party state headquarters on
February 25 will be held against
the anti-people policies of the
Central Government. A torch
procession will be held on
February 26 in all the District
Headquarters across the
State.

Addressing the gathering

i8s 073
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JPCC President cum Finance Minister
Rameshwar Oraon, Rural Development
Minister Alamgir Alam, State Executive
President Rajesh Thakur and others
during a meeting at Congress Bhawan
in Ranchi on Monday

Ratan Lal | Pioneer

of the party office bearers
Oraon said that the Congress
is agitating from the road to the
House against the continuous
increase in the prices of petrol,
diesel and cooking gas. He
said that the Modi Government
sitting at the Center has also
found an opportunity in a dis-
aster like Corona to exploit the
poor and unemployed people.
While the prices of crude oil
have fallen drastically in the
international market, there has
been a tremendous jump in its

prices in India. The Modi
Government sitting at the
Center is engaged in earning by
increasing the prices, Oraon
said.

"The Country's economy is
going through adverse cir-
cumstances due to the wrong
policy of the Central
Government and the people are
facing a very difficult situation,"
said Oraon.

Alam said that the Central
Government is completely
insensitive for the people of the
Country. "The people of the
Country are being looted with
both hands. On one hand,
there is a spurt in inflation,
while on the other hand, the
huge increase in the prices of
petrol, diesel and gas is show-
ing the failures of the

Modi Government," he
added.

The Minister further said
that since 2014, the

Government is continuously
working to increase the excise
duty in petrol and diesel
prices.

ranchi 03

INBRIEF

A framework is being prepared to
make Gaya station a world class
station. In this series, on Monday,
East Central Railway General
Manager Lalit Chandra Trivedi held
a high level meeting on issues
related to the redevelopment of
Gaya station with Ved Prakash

Medical Department of Ranchi
Railway Division on Monday. This
vaccination was started by GC
Hembrom. First of all the
employees of the medical
department and Doctors are being
given vaccines. In this order, Dr
Brajesh Sahu Additional the Chief

by Bharat Biotech Company.

A meeting of District Professional
Congress Chapter presidents was
organised at Tilak Pustakalaya on
Monday. On this occasion,
spokesperson of All India
Congress, Go-ordinator of East
Jharkhand Professional Congress,
Zerita Latflong, Health Minister
Banna Gupta, and State JPPC

ECR GM HOLDS HIGH-LEVEL MEET WITH RLDA VC

Dudeja, Vice Chairman of Rail Land

Development Authority (TS). AGM Ashok Kumar and all department
heads of ECR and senior officials of RLDA attended the meeting
organized through video conference. In view of the importance of
Gaya city from both religious and tourism point of view,
redevelopment of Gaya station is planned. After completion of the
work related to the redevelopment, passengers at Gaya station will get
world class facilities like the airport. After the final framework is
prepared, its request for qualification will be thereafter the tender
process will be started. These works related to the redevelopment of
Gaya station by the Railway Land Development Authority will be
completed in Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode. The passenger
facilities will be redeveloped accordingly, considering the projected
passenger numbers for the year 2065 (busy time) as the base. The
necessary works related to station redevelopment will be completed at
an estimated cost of Rs 173 crore. The station will have access
control gates and escalators and elevators on each platform.
Necessary facilities provided to the passengers will include food,
bathroom, drinking water, ATM, internet etc. Tourist facilities will be
developed at and around Gaya station, which will increase the number
of tourists, which will benefit the local people.

COVID 19 VACCINATION BEGINS AT RRD

Covid 19 vaccination started by the

Medical Officer and Atul Kumar. Other doctors and staff were also
vaccinated. Other rail staff will also be given phasewise vaccination.
Today about 40 people was vaccinated. This vaccine is manufactured

DISTRICT PROFESSIONAL CONGRESS MEETING

president Aditya Vikram Jaiswal joined as Chief Guest. The meeting
was chaired by Afsar Imam, President of Professional Congress
Jamshedpur. Jharkhand in-charge of Professional Congress, Jarita
Latflong said that the Congress party was formed in association with
professional people but with the passage of time, the professional
society has gone away, but in view of its importance in the present
time, Rahul Gandhi called Congress leader Dr. Shashi Tharoor and
constituted the Professional Congress and in the last four years, the
organization has been successful in connecting the professional
society and today in this episode, meetings and other programs are
being organized in every districts of the state. Banna Gupta said that
the work of the Professional Congress is very commendable and such
a campaign will give a lot of strength to the organization and there is a
need to continue public service in the state interest.
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Assembly issues corona protocol for Budget Session

PNS B RANCHI

NABARD DDMs visit BAU to learn tech uses in agri field

PNS B RANCHI

With Jharkhand Assembly set to
commence Budget Session
from March 26, guidelines and
Standard Operating Procedures (SoP)
have been issued for those attending
the session.

None of the MLAs or officers
will be allowed to attend the bud-
get session of Jharkhand assembly
without undergoing a coronavirus
test. The MLAs have been asked to
submit their report 72 hours ahead
of the commencement of the ses-
sion.

Jharkhand Assembly secretary
Mahendra Prasad said, “The
Jharkhand Assembly has issued
Standard Operating Procedures
amid Covid pandemic for MLAs,
staff attending the budget session.”
Journalists reaching the Assembly
for covering the budget session
have to furnish their corona nega-

A view of new Assembly building in Dhurwa,
Ranchi Pioneer photo

tive report 72 hours before the ses-
sion.

Journalists covering the Assembly
session will also need to take Covid-
19 tests and will only be allowed after
a positive report. Sanitisers, face
masks and face shields will be avail-
able for the MLAs. The personal staff
of the MLAs will not be allowed
beyond entrance points of the house.
Moreover, if any MLA is found suf-

fering from Covid-19 then as per the
protocol, the concerned MLA can
assign his question to another MLA
and he or she has to inform Assembly
secretariat 24 hours before the ses-
sion.

The Budget session of fifth
Jharkhand Assembly scheduled from
February 26 will be held in accor-
dance with the Covid-19 protocol.
The Budget session of the Jharkhand
Assembly will be held from February
26 to March 23. The government will
table the State budget on March 3,
and the session will have 16 working
days.

The legislators will be provided
with gloves and N-95 masks. They
have been asked to make use of the
sanitisers kept in their desk to sani-
tise hands frequently. The legislators
have been asked to wear the masks
in the House and to ensure physical
distancing.

This will be the second budget of

the JMM-led coalition government in
the State. Many important bills
including the new State recruitment
policy will be tabled in the
session.

Sources said that Jharkhand
Assembly has decided to follow
strict corona guidelines as in past
few days there has been surge in
coronavirus cases across the coun-
try. India has been witnessing a rise
in the COVID-19 active cases over
the past few days which is pegged
at 1,45,634, comprising 1.32 per
cent of the country's total infec-
tions, the Union health ministry
said. In Jharkhand the total corona
cases is 119596, out of which
118058 persons have recovered
from infection. The number of
deaths is 1085, while the active cases
are 453. The recovery rate in
Jharkhand is 98.71 per cent while
the mortality rate is 0.91
per cent.

In an attempt to learn uses of
technology in agriculture sector,
so that the income of farmers
could be increased, a team of
District Development Managers
(DDMs) of the State working with
National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development
(NABARD) visited Birsa
Agricultural University (BAU) in
the State Capital on Monday.

The team also visited the fac-
ulty of Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry and Forestry to learn
the possibilities in the agriculture
sector in Jharkhand and beneficial
agricultural technology to increase
farmers' income.

Speaking on the occasion BAU
Vice Chancellor (VC) Dr Onkar
Nath Singh said that the efforts are
being made by all stakeholders to
increase the income of farmers and

NABARD is also trying to take this
forward. "The income of farmers
of Jharkhand can be increased only
with local friendly technology.
District Development Managers of
NABARD need to give it special
priority in agricultural activities. In
the interest of the farmers of the
State, BAU will extend all possible
support to NABARD in the mat-
ter of agricultural technical infor-
mation and training. NABARD's
agricultural development activities
can be carried forward with the
help of agricultural science centers
in the districts," he added.
Addressing the gathering of
Scientists and DDMs on the occa-
sion, Chief General Manager,
NABARD, AA Padhi, described the
visit of the District Development
Managers of NABARD at the uni-
versity as a better opportunity to
learn technological uses in the
agriculture sector. He said that the

visit of the DDms will be helpful in
the preparation and execution of
banking projects. He said that with
the help of the scientists of the
University, he should seek cooper-
ation in agriculture related projects
and training in the districts.
NABARD General Manager,
Alexander Annie, called the visit
a great opportunity to make ben-
eficial agricultural technology,
banking projects and plans and
improve NABARD's agricultural
expansion activities in the State.
On the occasion, Dean
Agriculture Dr MS Yadav said that
NABARD should give priority to
integrated agricultural systems in
banking projects. He said that the
time to come will become the main
attraction for the farmers of the State
and without this; the pace of increase
in income of farmers is slow. The
banking sector in the State needs to
pay attention to this, he added.

Doranda and Bhola Litti

NEHA M R AGGARWAL

Some big people...make you
bigger. His calm counte-
nance reaches you thro' the
tangy chokha-litti. So to the big
making , at least in Ranchi ,
thesaurus Doranda would syn-
onym with JAP , High Court
and Bhola Litti wala.

A school drop sexagenari-
an from Bihar Sharif , sees life
having come a full circle now
as his efforts all along the
decades bring auspice to his
father's name with his new
shop in Kanke as 'Bhola Litti'.

'Litti-chokha' , the staple
meal of Bihar . An uncompli-
cated recipe wherein wheat
and gram flour knead in little
curd and water is rolled into
balls stuffed with some spicy-
garnished sattu is barbequed
and served with mashed pota-
toes and eggplant which are
sauteed in mustard oil and
condiments. Chutney 'fcourse !

How does Bhola Kevat do
it different at his cart behind
the High Court in Ranchi !?!

The response to this inter-
robang is an insight towards life.

So, he says that he not
miser with the sattu filling and
doesn't know anything but this.

A celestial contentment!

Neha M R Aggarwal

On a random evening, as
you raid his cart with your
friends , he assures you a filled
tummy with a dash of his elat-
ed energy which reaches you as
it is. A sought after stall at all
private functions...he sees you
when the couples exchange
rings...through their marriage
vows and in the tonsure cere-
mony of their first born which
they did big !

‘When his father began toss-
ing litti in 1956 , Bhola simply fol-
lowed and to this day, he is still
walking the footprints . Losing
his elder son in a motor accident
2 years back, it was a major set-
back for the family when his
younger son - Rahul , a qualified
mechanical engineer who mus-

"""-—.._\_\.__“‘ b | b
tered up the courage to carry for-
ward the family legacy and chose
litti over lever.

Keeping confirmity with
contemporary is what Rahul
goes by. Besides accepting cards
as a mode of payment and
paytm as well, Rahul has tied
up with Swiggy snd Zomato .

Trained and confident -
Vishnu, Diwakar , Giri and
Amrit are Bhola's 'go-to’ per-
sons for decades who assist him
with party arrangements about
which the litti is about here...
Bhola litti.

Now for all of them, it is
not making littis... it is becom-

ing one as besides being their
source of income, this is the
only what they've
known...seen... done.

Year 2011, Jharkhand
Tourism opened him to a new
arena; Pragati Maidan , Delhi
. While his logistics and board-
ing were taken care of, he
smiled at the grandeur of the
world and his work.
Unfortunately, he doesn't see
such oppurtunities often. Infact
, 2011 was the only one so far.

I feel petty to be wishing him
anything as I clearly don't stand
a stature where I can give any-
thing but 'words' , even which

already exist in the cosmos. Still
, may the taste remain with
Ranchi for longer than longs.

What an appropriate time
to cover this . With the ongo-
ing famer protest in Punjab -
the wheat bowl of India , where
every 5th kid , thro' the moth-
er's love , earns this sobriquet
‘Bhola'... etymologically 'naive'.

A gumcha turbaned Bhola
is oblivious of some fame he
could claim. That serene and
dovelike success.

(The writer is a lawyer by
qualification and hails from
Patiala, Punjab; now based in
Ranchi.)

Maoist zonal commander
Jeevan Kandulna surrenders

PNS B RANCHI

PI (Maoist) zonal com-

mander Jeevan Kandulna,
who carried a bounty of Rs.10
lakh on his head, has surren-
dered to Ranchi police, high-
ly placed sources in the police
department said on Monday,
adding that the insurgent was
being interrogated by the law
enforcement agency in cap-
tivity at a secret
location.

However, there was no
official statement from the
police regarding Kandulna’s
surrender on Monday despite
unconfirmed reports about
the development doing the
rounds since Sunday after-
noon.

“Maoist surrender does not
happen overnight. It is a
lengthy process which may
even take months,” said an
Inspector General (IG) rank
official, adding that insurgents
often surrender after ensuring
that they can trust the police
and the negotiation happens at
different levels.

“You will get to know
when he officially surrenders.
As of now, it is difficult to say

at what level the negotiation is
going on. The surrender poli-
cy of the government has been
framed to encourage Maoists
to shun their guns, but it all
boils down to trust between
the insurgent and the officials
they have reached out;” said the
police official, requesting
anonymity.

Kandulna, originally a res-
ident of Rania block of Khunti
district, about 35 kilometers
south of Ranchi, was active in
the Saranda jungles of West
Singhbhum - the largest Sal
forest of South East Asia. Police
sources said that security forces
were following his location
and activities for over a year
and mounting pressure on him
to surrender.

Some media reports high-
lighted that Kandulna had
joined the outlawed CPI
(Maoist) to avenge the killing of
his sister by a splinter outfit years
ago. Security forces have been on
the lookout for Kandulna dur-
ing combing operations in West
Singhbhum in the past couple of
months, sources said.

While sources have con-
firmed his surrender, a senior
police official in Ranchi, who

has been in the thick of affairs
during several Maoist surren-
ders, said that in many cases the
insurgents do not surrender
even after having talks with the
police.

“I remember, once a Maoist
leader wanted to surrender,
but he eventually backed out
and ended talks with us. He was
killed in an encounter after a
month,” said the police
official.

Police spokesperson cum
IG (Ops), Saket Kumar Singh
said he was unaware of any
such development, adding that
the police will issue an official
statement once and if at all the
surrender happens.

As per records with the
Ministry of Home Affairs, at
least 19 of 24 districts in
Jharkhand are Left Wing
Extremism-affected. Besides
the main CPI (Maoist), there
are around 17 splinter outfits
active in the tribal
state.

In 2017, one of the most
infamous Maoist leaders in
the State, Kundan Pahan, a
zonal commander, had sur-
rendered and was given a warm
welcome by the police.
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Modi: India on its way to
export weapons to world

PNS B NEW DELHI

Stressing the need for self-
reliance in defence manu-
facturing, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
said here India is developing
its capabilities to produce low
cost and high quality weapon
systems to emerge as one of
the biggest exporters.
Making these remarks in a
webinar organised by the
defence ministry, he also invit-
ed the private sector to play a
major role in defence produc-
tion. Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said the ministry has
kept aside nearly 370,000 crore
of the total capital outlay this
fiscal to procure weapon sys-
tems manufactured in India.
He also said the
Government will soon issue a
second negative list of items
which can only be procured
locally by the Services. Last
year, for the first time, the
Government introduced a sep-
arate allocation for domestic
procurement within the
defence budget and had
reserved 52,000 crore for

2020-21.

“My Ministry has planned
to invest, about 63% of the
outlay for 2021-22 on domes-
tic procurement, i.e. about
270,221 crore for domestic
defence procurement during
for 2021-22,” Rajnath said ata
webinar organised by Depart
of Defence Production and
Society of Indian Defence
Manufacturers. The total cap-
ital outlay is ¥1.35 lakh crores.

The total budget for the
coming fiscal is ¥4.78 lakh
crore.

Addressing the webinar
on the effective implementa-
tion of the Union Budget’s pro-
visions in the defence sector,
Modi listed a series of mea-
sures taken by his Government
to boost self-reliance in the
defence sector and rued the
fact that the country is
amongst the biggest defence
importers in the world.

But now, the country is
working hard to change the
situation and also to enhance
its capacities and capabilities
at a fast pace, the prime min-
ister asserted.

He said it is not that the
people of India do not have the
talent or capability and point-
ed out that the country did not
make ventilators before the
coronavirus pandemic, but
now manufactures thousands
of those.

Modi also cited the exam-
ple of the indigenously-devel-
oped Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA), Tejas. He said his gov-
ernment has relied on the
capabilities of the country’s
engineers and scientists on
developing Tejas and today, it
is flying gracefully in the skies.

A few weeks ago, an order
worth 48,000 crore was
placed for Tejas, he noted.

Both Modi and Rajnath
stressed on simultaneously
boosting defence exports while
reducing imports. The
defence minister said the ini-
tiatives resulted in 700%
growth in defence exports in
the last six years.

He also said India entered
in the list of top 25 Exporters
in the world as per data pub-
lished by Swedish think tank
SIPRI in 2020.

Sending Central forces to poll-bound
States a normal affair, explains EC

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Election Commission

(EC) on Monday said that
Central police forces are being
sent to all poll-bound States and
not specifically to West Bengal,
stressing that it is a routine prac-
tice for several decades. In a
statement, the poll panel said the
CAPFs are routinely sent to all
the States and UTs where Lok
Sabha or Assembly elections are
to take place, for advance area
domination, especially in the
critical and vulnerable sectors.

It said these sectors are
identified by meticulous

advance reviews and concrete
feedback from various sources,
including political parties and
entities. This practice is going on
since the late 1980s, it observed.
“In the instant case also, the
CPFs have been sent to all the
four States namely Assam,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and the UT of
Puducherry where assembly
elections are to take place,” the
statement said.

It also said that the orders
for CPF deployment were issued
to the chief secretaries, the
DGPs and the chief electoral
officers of the four states and
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Deputy EC to visit Bengal
t0 assess preparedness
for Assembly elections

PNS B NEW DELHI

Deput Election
Commissioner Sudip Jain,
who is in-charge of West
Bengal, will be visiting the
State on Friday to oversee the
preparedness for the upcoming
Assembly elections. According
to the Election Commission
(EC), Jain will hold a meeting
with divisional commissioners,
zonal IGs, DGs, and SPs in

Kolkata on February 25 to
review preparedness ahead of]|
the Assembly elections. During
his visit, Jain is scheduled to
hold meetings with district
magistrates, and other senior
officials of the State, they said.
EC officials said that Jain may
also meet officers transferred
to the different departments,
mainly in the administration
and the police, during his visit
to West Bengal.

one UT on the same day —
February 16.

At least 25,000 Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF)
personnel have been earmarked

be
deployed for the forthcoming
Assembly polls in four States
and the Union Territory of
Puducherry.

The terms of their legislative
assemblies are ending on sepa-
rate dates in May and June and
elections are likely to be held in
April.

The Commission was
responding to certain reports
claiming that central forces
were being specifically sent to
West Bengal.

Amid Covid odds, the milk of human kindness

ARCHANA JYOTI ® NEW DELHI

hen the entire nation

went into the Covid-
induced lockdown since March
2020 adversely impacting the
economy, Telangana-based
Mulukanoor Women’s
Cooperative Dairy (MWCD)
walked an extra mile: it con-
tinued procuring milk from its
not-so privileged women
members in rural belt to ensure
that they do not feel the pinch
of the pandemic.

It was not an easy task,
though. Not only the family
members of the over 24,000
women members of MWCD
were to be convinced to con-
tinue supplying milk to the
cooperative at their collection
centres, but also the reluctant
transporters who refused to
carry milk from procurement
points to the processing plant,
citing safety issues.

“We conducted an aware-
ness programme along with

doctors to convince the fami-
ly members about Coronavirus
and safety measures,” said
MWCD president, Vijaya
Gurrala (50). She added, “After
discussion, we decided to sani-
tise all the vehicles bringing
milk to the processing plant;
and we organised awareness
programmes amongst staff as
well as members for ensuring
smooth procurement and dis-
tribution of milk products”

The efforts paid off. The
MWCD, which has 182 women
dairy cooperatives and boasts
a band of 23,000 women milk
producers, reported sound
financial performance during
FY 2019-20 with a turnover of
Rs 115 crore.

“This year we will reach Rs
130-crore mark,” chipped in
Bhaskar Reddy, General
Manager of the Cooperative.
He knows better. The milk
and various dairy products
(marketed under the brand
name Swakrushi) are now well
in demand. MWCD which was
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Mulukanoor Women Cooperative Dairy president Vijaya Gurrala and general manager Bhaskar Reddy being awarded by NDDB

for their contribution in the dairy sector in 2014
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incepted in 2002 is currently
procuring around 70,000 litres
of milk per day (yearly average
of 54,000 litres) from its mem-
bers in the 30 km radius of its
headquarters at Warangal
urban district and has been reg-
istering a steady growth, trans-
forming the life of the poor

women of the region, pulling
them out of poverty. Today, it
processes 1 lakh litres of milk
every day.

Presently, it caters to cus-
tomers from Karimnagar,
Warangal, Adilabad, Medak,
Hyderabad, Jangaon and
Siddipet, mostly from North

Telangana region. Most of the
members of MWCD are pre-
dominantly small holder dairy
producers, from BPL category.

Over the years, the average
income of the members with 2
milch animals has risen up to
Rs. 6,000-10,000 per month,
while those having around 20
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cattles are taking home on an
average around Rs 50,000
monthly. Money is transferred
directly to their respective bank
accounts, shared Reddy who is
associated with MWCD since
its inception.

The day-to-day affairs of
the MWCD is run by its pres-
ident (this role is same as a
CEO in a company) and a 12-
member Board of Directors
(BoD), who are elected by the
members to represent them.

This cooperative allows
women dairy farmers to run
everything themselves — from
collecting and processing milk
to marketing it and other dairy
products.

Sundeep Kumar Nayak,
Managing Director of the
National Cooperative
Development Cooperation
(NCDC), which provided finan-
cial support to the dairy in
2010, said, “The MWCD is a
successful model of an all-
women dairy cooperative, and
actually meeting the objective of
empowering women and pro-
viding them financial security,

which in general is the ultimate
vision of the NCDC.

“This also helps them
improving household nutrition,
investment in other activities like
children’s education,” he further
said.

There’s no stopping for the
MWCD from planning big. It
has imported blast chillers, incu-
bators and chillers from
Germany in 2018 and is plan-
ning to expand the capacity to
one lakh litre milk plant besides
producing value-added products
such as flavoured milk,
Mysorepak and some other by-
products which has huge
demand in the region.

‘Women members too know
that apart from earnings from
milk, there are various other
benefits of being part of the
MWCD. For instance, veteri-
narian is just a call away, insur-
ance for animals is available, cat-
tle feed is made available at fac-
tory prices; and one can avail
interest-free loans from the
cooperative. Time to raise a toast
for this women-oriented initia-
tive, with a glassful of milk.

NIA chargesheets
2 aides in LeT
conspiracy case

PNS B NEW DELHI

The NIA on Monday filed a
supplementary charge-
sheet before the NIA Special
Court, Bengaluru, against two
accused persons — Dr Sabeel
Ahmed alias Motu Doctor and
Asadulla Khan under various
IPC Sections and Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in
the LeT Conspiracy Case,
Bengaluru.

While Dr Sabeel Ahmed is
a resident of Bengaluru,
Karnataka, Asadulla Khan hails
from Hyderabad, Telangana.

The case was initially reg-
istered as FIR No. 384/2012 at
Basaveshwaranagar Nagar
police station, Bengaluru City
on August 29, 2012 and relates
to an alleged conspiracy
hatched by the members of the
proscribed terrorist outfit
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba (LeT) and
Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Islami
(HuJI) to commit subversive
activities and wage war against
Government of India.

BJP wins

2 RS seats
from Guijarat
unopposed

PNS m NEW DELHI

The BJP has won unopposed
both Rajya Sabha seats
from Gujarat which had fallen
vacant following the demise of
the sitting MPs.

The seats were won by
BJP’s Dineshchamdra
Jemalbhai Ananvadiya and
Rambhai Harjibhai Mokariya.

The elections to the two
seats were necessitated follow-
ing the passing away of
Congress veteran Ahmed Patel
and BJPs Abhay Ganpatray
Bhardwaj.

The election of the BJP
candidates unopposed was
confirmed after two dummy
candidates withdrew their
nominations, according to PTI
news agency .

The election of the two BJP
candidates was confirmed after
the deadline for withdrawal of
nominations expired.

The election of the BJP
candidates unopposed was
confirmed after two dummy
candidates withdrew their
nominations.
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|habitations of Brinty incl. completion of balance portion of quarter and fencing around

SR. NAME OF WEBSITE OF THE BOARD | NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
No. | BOARD CORP./AUTH OLD REFERENCE/NIY NO. HATURE OF CORRIGENDUM CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
THE KURUKSHETRA- HO:- MIKITENDER/2021/15-57, TENDER DATE EXTENDED EMD & BID SUBMISSION TILL
1 FARNAL EOCPERATIVE MUOK/TENDER/2021/30:47, 03.03.2021 AT 11:00 HRS, BID OPENING DATE 04,03.2021 AT wvew.vitaindia.oeg.in 9992525791
MILK PRODUCERS UNION MUK/TENDER/202150-53 & e e . iorg! millunionkkrl @yahos.co.in
LTD. AT KURLKSHETRA MUK/TENDER/2021/55-56 kit
2021_HBC_154976_1 NIT
pri= iy = LAST DATE OF BID SUBMISSION 05,03.2021 UP TO 15:00 HRS. 1 2 8222023551
2 HPGCL NO.330/RG WOllfgLML.‘}szl 4449 DT SUPPLY OF ESP SPARES https://etenders. hry.nic.in mm2.rgtop@hpgel.org.in
p——— TAST DATE OF B1D SUBMISSION 01,03.2021 UP TO 15:00 RS
_HBC_154778_ SUPPLY OF BOTTOM STRAINER FOR REGENERATION VESSELS . . 9315164637
2 WeaCL e e (CRT, ART & SRT) INSTALLED IN CPL REGENERATION SYSTEM |  MPsi//etenders.hry.nicin mm.rgtpp@hpgcl.org.in
e TO 29600 MW, RGTPP, HISAR.
PREVIOUS DATE OF CLOSING: 18,02,2021 PREVIGUS DATE OF P
4 UHBVN 43/CCR/2020-21 (2020_HBC_154578_1) OPENING: 19,02.2021 PREVIOUS DATE OF CLOSING:04.03.2021 |  https://etendars. hry.nic.in
PREVIOUS DATE OF OPENING: 05.03.2021 renchlohbmrohtzki@gmsil.com
E-TENDER ENQUIRY O, 20/CWRIZ020-21
5 HVPNL DATED. 01,01,2021 (ONLINE TENDER ID- T T ans {Sflﬁf;g'; B EMBeD wiw.hvpn.org.in ro;gﬁzsgami"
2021_HBC_154860_2) e : : kbl
THE TENDER WAS TO BE OPENED ON DATED 18,02.2021, NOW
6 HVPHL Mﬁwgﬁg‘%’ggmiﬁn DATE EXTENDED UPTO 01.03.2021 DUE TO NON TURNING UP W R 0rg.in nf’;;ﬁf:gff?m
WS MINIMUM BIDDERS LE. 3 NO. BIDDERS -
NIT NO. 60/CWD-2/VOLXI/HVPN/2020-21
; DATE OF OPENING BID 20/02/2021 LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID 01722583789
7 HVPHL mm,m.ggfzﬁécugggﬁ}nzn IDNO. | g\ BMISSION IS EXTENDED LPTO 01/03/2021 {13:00 HRS.) Yreeiy vy, 2. pro@hvpn.org.in
TAST DATE OF BID SUBHISSION 24.02.2021 UPTO 15:00 HES,
2021 HBC_155547_1 NIT ND, ) . 8222023551
8 HPGCL S33/RGTPPIMTOE 4414 OT, 07012621 | ‘SUPPLY OF SOLENOIDS, LIWIT SWITCHES, IR FILTER ETC.AT | - sy etendrs vy k. e ks
_RGTPP, KHEDAR, HISAR
2020_HBC_154733_1 NIT WO, LAST DATE OF BID SUBMISSION 24,02.2021 UPTO 15:00 : : 8222023551
3 HPGCL 329/RGTPP/MM-II/TOE-4281 DT. 31.12.2020 | HRS.SUPPLY OF COUPLING DRUM LT AT RGTPP, KHEDAR, HIsaR | "UPsi//etenders.hry.nic.n mm2, clorg.in
2021_HEC_157294_1 NIT ND. LAST DATE OF BID SUBMISSION 24.02.2021 UPTO 15:00 . — 8222023551
20 HEGCE 335/RGTPP/MM-IJ TOE-4425 DT, 22.01 2021 HRS.SUPPLY OF AC AND VENTILATION SYSTEM SPARES itps:f/ etendess.hry.nicin mm2.rgh cl.
THE TENDER SCHEDULED TO BE RECEIVED OPENED ON DT,
23.02.2021 FOR TENDER SR. NO.1 HAVE NOW BEEN RE- ) 01681-252003
1 HEAMA JND SRANO. 1 SCHEDULE TO BE OPENED ON 01.03.2021 DUE TO etenders. hry.nic.in etenders gov.in
ADMINISTRATIVE GROUND
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in e

é (ee VS NV S He A 1VN:"7. V. TENDER NOTICE b 2

AMOUNT / EMD
SR. NAME OF OPENING DATE WEBSITE OF THE | NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
No DEPARTMENT RANE OF WORK NOTICE YENDER, cLosing pate | (APRROK)IN DEPARTMENT DETAILS/EMAIL
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ROAD FROM RATTANGARH KAKRALI TO BICHYAN 17.02.2021 9729017798
1 PWD BR AMBALA IN KURUKSHETRA DISTRICT (1D 6741) (CMA NO.24167 DATED 19/02/2019) | o1 2201 11768 LACS | hitps;//etenders. hry.nic.in -eepdl-
— PD-1 KURLKSHETRA o kurukshetra@hry.nic.in
3697200008
TENDER FOR THE WORK OF CONSTRUCTION OF SSO OFFICE BUILDING AT | 22.02.2021 ; = A
2 | PADBSR; PANCHIULA DIRECTOR HORTICULTURE DEPARTMENT IN SECTOR 21, PANCHKULA, 08,03.2021 SLDLAGS: | ys:ffebenders: hrylcln i wﬂxf:””! i
SPECIAL REPATR OF JULANA-BADCHAFPER ROAD FROM RD 0,000 T0 1.110 | CLOSING DATE 7 : 01681-243416
3 P BBR; JNB IN JIND DISTT. (ROAD ID 6659) 09.03.2021 IH34LACS | hps://etenders. hry.nicin | o seentind@qmail.com
4 Rminmmnﬁﬂsog;;:% RECONSTRUCTION OF V.R. BRIDGE AT RD 36078 OF KATTHAL DRAIN 24.02.2021 1.38 CRORE hitps://etenders. hry.nic.in Mpe a2
HARYANA KATTHAL B 03.03.2021 : . e b xensarasvatidnkti@gmail com
TRRIGATION & WATER
REMODELING OF BARWALA BRANCH FROM RD 15400 TO 17400 + 24 19.02.2021 ] . 01662237870
5 | RESOURCES DEPARTMENT b e ZE6S6LACS | Mps:/jetenders. hysicin . FAEEIEE
HARYANA HISAR
TRRIGATION & WATER
ESTIMATE FOR CONSTRUCTION OF NEW TOILET ON 2ND FLOOR DIVISION | CLOSING DATE . )
6 RESOURCES DEPARTMENT OFFICE BUILDING AT CANAL COLONY, REWARI+2 OTHERS 01.03.2021 18.41 LACS hittps://etenders. hry.nic.in xenws2rri@gmail.com
HARYANA, REWART
TRRIGATION & WATER
SERVICE PROVIDERS FOR ENGAGING UNSKILLEDY SKILLED WORKMEN ON CLOSING DATE = & 2
7| RESOURCES DEPARTIENT | CONTRACT BASIS FOR, CANAL COLONY & CANAL REST HOUSE GURUGRAM | 09.03.2021 WG hopes/fetenders. arymicl.. | wensgmsgrg kndhrygovlo
s bl bt
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND
19.02.2021 EMD : 5138245110
8 MPI;:E!‘GH%E;W TENDER NOTICES FOR PURCHASE OF INCUBATOR/SETTER AND HATCHER. 05.03.2021 10,000/- hitps://etenders. hry.nic.in dg.ahd@hry.nic.in
CONSTRUCTION OF CHAINLINK FENCING AT SEONTHI RF.
FOREST DEPARTMENT 19.02.2021 . ) 01733230518
g o (KURUKSHETRA) (LABOUR wggé &yéﬂ UNDER RESEARCH RANGE e 1038UCS | htpsfjetenders. hrysnicin | o P
FOREST DEFARTMENT | RE TENDER FOR CONSTRUCTION OF 5 NOS. AWC AT VARIOUS VILLAGES 19.02.2021 : T 467251500
10 HISAR IN BLOCK HANSI1 DISTT HISAR 03.03.2021 427 LGS hitps://etenders. hry.nicdn | o aveang. her@hry.nic.in
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in -

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
JAL SHAKTI DIVISION (PHE) BIJEEHARA

(e-mail: phebijbehara230@gmail.com Telephone/Fax: 01932-234230)
E- NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

NIT No:Fresh e-NIT No34/PHED/Bijbehara/ of 2020-21 Dated 17-02-2021
For & on behalf of the lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders in Two cover
system are invited on_item rate basis from Regi d Contraclors regi d JEK UT,
CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S.No 1 Name of work :- Providing / laying / fitting of pipes for distribution system in various

structures WSS, Brenty Batapora

Advt. CostIn Lacs :-32.63, Cost of tender Doc In Rs :- 300, Time for Compl In Days :- 60,
Class of Contractor :-AAY/BEE, Head of Account :- NABARD

S.No 2 Name of work :- Balance portion including providing /laying fitting of pipes for supply
mains and distt. System in Bon Tooru and Hard Tooru WSS Hard Tooru

Advt. CostIn Lacs :-43.57, Cost of tender Doc In Rs :- 400, Time for Compl In Days :- 60,
Class of Contractor :-AAY/BEE, Head of Account :- MNP Distt. Sector

5.No 3 Name of work :- Providing flaying / fitting of balance portion of supply mains on RS of
K.P road from Bumzoo upto Khanwari Mattan inc! shifting of existing connection to new
supply mains WSS. Krangsoo

Advt. Cost In Lacs :-60.44, Cost of tender Doc In Rs :- 600, Time for Compl In Days :-&0,
Class of Contractor :- AAY, Head of Account :- JKIDFC

5.No 4 Name of work :- Balance work of providing / laying / fitting of pipe network for WSS,
Reshi Mohalla Khandipharie

Advt. Cost In Lacs :- 35.79, Cost of tender Doc In Rs :- 300, Time for Compl In Days :- 60,
Class of Contractor :- AAY/ BEE, Head of Account :- JKIDFC

S.No 5 Name of work :- Complation of pipe network by way of Providing / laying / fitting for
WSS, Prakashpora

Advt. Costln Lacs :-72.25, Cost of tender Doc In Rs :- 700, Time for Compl In Days :-60,
Class of Contractor :- AAY, Head of Account :- NRDWP

1. The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, Bill of Quantities
(BOQ)terms & condition of contract can be seen/downipaded from the website
www.jkten v.in as per the dates shown below:-

1. Publishing date of NIT :-17.02.2021 (10.00 AM)

2. Download start date :-17.02.2021 (10.00 AM)

3.Bid submission startdate :-17.02.2021 (10.00 AM)

4. Bid submission end date :- 27.02.2021 (02.00 PM)

5.Bid opening date (Technical Cover) :-27.02.2021 (03.00 PM)

6. Bid opening date (Financial Cover) Only for those who qualify 1" cover :- 01.03.2021
(11.00 AM)

7. Place for opening of bids and address for communication :- Office Of The Executive
Engineer PHE Division Bijbehara (phebijbehara230@gmail.com)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

1. In case of bid of the lowest bidder is found unbalanced, he has to produce additional
performance security in the shape of COR/FDR/BG before fixation of contract as per
following break up within four days from the opening of tenders.

5. No 1. Percentage of unbalanced bid viz advertised cost on account of low rates :-
Upto and including 15% below, Additional performance security :- Nil

S.No 2. Percentage of unbalanced bid viz advertised cost on account of low rates :-
Greater than 15% below, Additional performancesecunty -3%

The tenderer should in his own t and the site, its
surroundings/topography, nature of ground, ditit ibility or
other relevant inf tion at his own ex and resg ibility to satisfy himself

before leﬂdedng for the advertised work. The bidder will have to execute each part of|
the work ie. Crwf / Electro-Mechanical part under the close supervision of the
in- Ch of Civil & Mechanical wings In-charge of the Scheme.

If L1 falls to start the work within 15 days of the issuance of letter of intent or allotment,
whichever is earlier, the department shall allot the work to the other willing Lowest
bidder like L2, L3, L4 debarring the Contractor for a period of two years for
participating in the e- Nit's issued by the kmr. PHE Department Srinagar.
18.0 Any item of work which is required for satisfactory completion of the scheme /
individual activity shall be exclusively responsibility of the contractor and no additional cost
shall be paid to the contractor.
19.0 In case of any disputes /differences, the jurisdiction shall be to the Courts situated in
Srinagar only. Supplies, if involved any, will be deducted at prevalent stock rates at the time of
tender for such material, We look forward to your active participation,

Forand on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
(JSD) PHE Div, Bijbehara

No. DIPK-13476/20
Dated: 20-02-2021
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381 hirds found dead
in Maha, samples
sent for hird flu test

PTI B MUMBAI

Maharashtra reported deaths of
381 birds on Sunday amid the
avian influenza scare, a state govern-
ment official said on Monday.

He said 380 of these were poul-
try birds, including 190 from
Nandurbar and 115 from Amravati in
Vidarbha.

Samples are being sent to National
Institute of High Security Animal
Diseases (NIHSAD) in Bhopal and
Disease Investigation Section, Pune

for bird flu testing, he added.

So far, 7,20,515 poultry birds,
including 5,86,668 from Navapur in
Nandurbar, have been culled, and
26,44,177 eggs as well as 73,004 kilo-
grams of poultry feed destroyed in
infected zones, and carcasses were
being buried in lime lined pits to pre-
vent the spread of infection, a state
government release informed.

The state government has paid
compensation of Rs 3.38 crore to
affected poultry farmers in the infect-
ed zone, it added.

5 killed in Bihar in
truck-auto collision

IANS B KATIHAR (BIHAR)

Five people were killed and five were critically
injured in a truck-auto collision near Pothia
police station in Katihar district of Bihar.

All the deceased were identified as the members

of a band.

The incident happened on NH-31 when a truck
coming from Bhagalpur lost control near Khaira
Mod and collided with an auto coming from the
opposite direction, a police official said.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Afak Akhtar
Hussain said that four people died on the spot while

one died during the treatment.

Five people who sustained injuries were admit-
ted to Katihar Sadar hospital after giving the first

aid at a local hospital, he added.

The police is investigating the case and search-
ing for the accused driver who fled from the spot,

Hussain said.

Ahmednagar (Maharashtra):
Five persons travelling in a car
were killed in a head-on colli-
sion with a private travel bus

near Devgad, early on
Monday morning, police offi-
cials said.

According to an official of
Nevasa police station, the acci-
dent occurred around 2 a.m. on
the Ahmednagar-Aurangabad
Highway.

“When the car was
approaching the Devgad Phata,
it was hit by a private tourist
bus coming from the opposite
direction. All the five occupants
of the car were severely
injured and are believed to have
succumbed on the spot,” the
official told JANS.

The local villagers man-
aged to rush the victims to a

Car-bus collision leaves 5 dead

rural hospital near Nevasa,
where they were pronounced
dead on admission.

As per initial reports, all
were hailing from Jalna and
were proceeding to
Ahmednagar when the tragedy
struck, he added.

Efforts are on to verify
their identity and determine
the cause of the accident.

The car sustained huge
damage with the front portion
crushed like an egg-shell
though there were no casualties
among the bus passengers, he
added.

The police called for a
crane to clear the road strewn
with the car wreckage
and the busy highway was
cleared for normal traffic by
dawn. IANS

Politicians who want early Assembly pol

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU

Mainstrea.m politicians clamouring
for holding early Assembly polls
in the Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir were on Monday given a
sound piece of advice by Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha to cooperate with the
delimitation commission rather than
making excuses.

Setting the record straight Sinha
also clarified that the final decision to
hold the Assembly polls in Jammu and
Kashmir will be taken only by the elec-
tion commission of India after the
completion of the delimitation exer-
cise.

The Delimitation Commission
met in New Delhi last week to seek
suggestions from the associate mem-
bers on the process of delimitation of
the Union Territory of Jammu and

Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by only
two BJP Parliamentarians while three
National Conference MP's including
Dr Farooq Abdullah skipped the
meeting.

On Monday when Lt-Gov Manoj
Sinha was asked to react to the recent
statements made by the PDP and
National Conference leaders over
holding early Assembly polls he made
it clear those who want early assem-
bly elections in J&K are requested to
help and cooperate with the delimi-
tation commission, instead of making
excuses’”.

“There are constitutional institu-
tions in India. The decision is taken
by the Election Commission. Let the
work related to delimitation get com-
pleted, the Commission will definitely
conduct elections,” he said.

On some politicians “boycotting”
the proceedings of the Delimitation
Commission, the LG said they must
understand that if they want early
polls, the delimitation process has to
be first completed .

The LG said that “the prime min-
ister has assured the entire nation (on
holding polls) and you have seen
reports in newspapers that the
Delimitation Commission has begun
its work”.

Meanwhile, reacting to the cur-
rent political developments, senior
congress leader and former J&K Chief
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad Monday
suggested the participation of National
Conference in the Delimitation
Commission process would have
given representation to people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Talking to a local news agency

Azad said that the NC leaders should
have participated in the
delimitation meeting, however, they
chose to boycott it, which is not a
“good thing”

He said that the National
Conference has a majority as they
have three parliament members and
all of them were appointed as the
members of the delimitation com-
mission, which would have made “our
case strong’, however, they choose to
stay away.

Recently, PDP Chief Mehbooba
Mufti had alleged that the delimita-
tion exercise in the union territory was
a part of Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
plan to divide communities and reli-
gions and pit them against each other.

Mufti raised apprehensions at
the hurry in carrying out the delim-
itation in Jammu and Kashmir.

s must help delimitation exercise; J&K LG

“The tearing hurry with which
GOl is railroading delimitation in J&K
has raised genuine & serious appre-
hensions about the motives of this
exercise. It’s a part of BJPs larger plan
to divide & pit regions, religions &
communities against each other,” she
said in a tweet.

Meanwhile, replying to queries on
NC and PDP leaders calling for dia-
logue between India and Pakistan, the
LG said India is capable of solving its
problems.

“I don"t want to react to some-
one's statement. The Ministry of
External Affairs assesses this. India is
capable of solving its own problems,”
Sinha said.

He also condemned the recent
attacks on policemen by terrorists and
said that terrorism won"t be allowed
to raise its head again.

"Trains back on track in J&K after 11 months

PNS m JAMMU

After a gap of 11 long
months the local trains in

Jammu and Kashmir resumed
their services from Monday.

These train services
remained suspended during
covid-19 pandemic.

In Kashmir valley, the train
services between Banihal to
Baramulla were resumed with
only one pair of rail while in
Jammu region DMU services
were made operational
between Pathankot and
Udhampur. Majority of gov-
ernment employees and local
businessmen availing the ser-
vices heaved a sigh of relief as
they boarded trains to reach
their workplaces.

Chief Area Manager
Northern Railways in Srinagar,
Saqib Yousuf said initially
only two trains will operate and
the number of trains will be
increased in the days to come.

and Baramulla covers a dis-
tance of 137 km across 16 sta-
tions. Large number of people
along the route rely on the ser-
vices to commute in the
absence of proper road con-
nectivity.

Before the launch of the
train services in Kashmir val-
ley, a road opening party also
detected an Improvised explo-

The local train between Banihal

3}

sive device, a few hundred
meters away from the Nowgam
railway station near a bridge.
Vehicular traffic was also sus-
pended in the area till the
teams of Bomb disposal squad
defused the IED in a con-
trolled manner.

According to the official
sources, “the traffic was
restored and the train services
too plied normally”.

Guidelines launched for integrating non-alcoholic
fatty liver disease with NPCDCS for better mgmt

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M NEW DELHI

In view of increase in the Non-alcoholic fatty
liver diseases in the country, the Union Health
Ministry on Monday launched the operational
guidelines for the integration of the non-com-
municable diseases with NPCDCS (National
Programme for Prevention and Control of
Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and
Stroke) for its better management.

Harsh Vardhan said, “NAFLD, the
abnormal accumulation of fat in the liver in the
absence of secondary causes of fatty liver, such
as harmful alcohol use, viral hepatitis, or med-
ications is a serious health concern as it encom-
passes a spectrum of liver abnormalities, from
a simple non-alcoholic fatty liver (NAFL, sim-
ple fatty liver disease) to more advanced ones
like non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH), cir-

Dr

rhosis and even liver cancer.

“Globally, NASH caused 40 lakh prevalent
cases of compensated cirrhosis in 1990, which
increased to 94 lakh cases in 2017

Underscoring the importance of tackling
NAFLD as a step to tackling the country's bur-
den of non-communicable diseases, he noted.

“Globally, NASH caused 40 lakh prevalent
cases of compensated cirrhosis in 1990,
which increased to 94 lakh cases in 2017”

available.

added.

“Epidemiological studies suggest the preva-
lence of NAFLD is around 9 per cent to 32 per
cent of the general population in India with a
higher prevalence in those with overweight or
obesity and those with diabetes or prediabetes.
Researchers have found NAFLD in 40 per cent
to 80 per cent of people who have type 2 dia-
betes and in 30 per cent to 90 per cent of peo-
ple who are obese,” Harsh Vardhan said.

“Studies also suggest that people with
NAFLD have a greater chance of developing car-
diovascular disease. Cardiovascular disease is the
most common cause of death in NAFLD. Once
the disease develops, there is no specific cure

“Health promotion and prevention aspects
targeting weight reduction, healthy lifestyle, and
control of aforementioned risk factors are the
mainstays to disease progression and prevent the
mortality and morbidity due to NAFLD,” he

BMC to lodge FIRs for home quarantine violation

TN RAGHUNATHA m MUMBAI

Having established that
asymptomatic patients and
high-risk contacts are con-
tributing to the spread of Covid-
19 in  Mumbai, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has among
other things decided to lodge
FIRs against these two cate-
gories of people and impose on
them for breaking the home-
quarantine norms.

In view of the multiplying
Covid-19 cases in Mumbai and
areas of Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) during the past
few days, the BMC has drawn
up a strategy to counter the
increasing incidence of pan-
demic cases.

The authorities attribute
the sudden increase in the
number of Covid-19 cases to the
resumption of suburban locals
from February 1, a disturbing
trend being witnessed among
sizeable sections of citizens,
who are not wearing masks and

following the pandemic norms
and the fact that asymptomatic
patients and high-risk contacts
are  stepping out of
their homes and going to pub-
lic places flouting the health
protocols.

Having found out that hun-
dreds of asymptomatic patients
and high-risk contacts have
visited public places like shops,
malls and garden areas expos-
ing others to contract the Covid-
19 virus, the BMC has decided
to lodge FIR against those
breaking home-quarantine
norms and impose hefty fines
on such violators.

“In the last two days there
have been 1,500-0dd cases who
are asymptomatic. In these peo-
ple, there are no symptoms at all.
If these 1,500 people start roam-
ing in the streets, in a fortnight's
time the number of cases would
be 15,000,” Mumbai Municipal
Commissioner Igbal Singh
Chahal said.

Chahal said that recently a
lady from Powai, who is a high-

risk contact travelled out of
umbai and stayed in Nashik for
a couple of days. “Asymptomatic
patients and high-risk contacts
are supposed to be in home-
quarantine;” he said.

Chahal said that in line with
the strict guidelines issued by
the BMC to check the spread of
the Covid-19 in the city, asymp-
tomatic patients would be
stamped.

“We will request them and
ask them to be at home, it would
be an appeal. If they do not fol-
low, we will put them in insti-
tutional quarantine. We are also
telling the housing society man-
agements to ensure that unless
the patients test negative they
should not be allowed to step
out of their homes,” the Mumbai
civic chief said.

As a measure to keep track
of asymptomatic patients, the
BMC employees will call the
home landline numbers of
asymptomatic patients at least
five times in a day to check if
they are at home.

Kerala woman who
falsely alleged rape
by health official to
face police action

Kochi: The Kerala High Court on
Monday Directed the police to
register a case against a woman
who had made a false complaint
that she was raped by a junior
health inspector while under
quarantine.

After examining the inquiry report
filed by police, the court observed
that it has been revealed that “it is
a false case” and the police
decided to take legal action against
her under IPC Section 182 (false
information, with intent to cause
public servant to use his lawful
power to the injury of another
person). “I don’t want to make any
further observation in it because a
case is going to be registered
against the de facto complainant
and the same is to be investigated
by the investigating officer.The
officer concerned will investigate
the case, untrammelled by any

observation in this order.” PTI
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Former Union Minister Alphons Kannanthanam and President Indian Council

for Cultural Relations (ICCR) Dr Vinay Sahasrabuddhe unveiling a book titled
‘Runway to Skilled India’ authored by noted educationist Dr Darlie O Koshy
on Sunday in the national Capital. Former Cabinet Secretary Ajit Seth,
Chairman, Odisha Skill Development Authority (OSDA), Dr Subroto Bagchi,
are among others who have dealt with multi-faceted dimension of the book
thus bringing a rich mosaic of ideas and possibilities to realise the dream of
‘Skilled India’. Koshy has been heading as DG & CEQ, ATDC & IAM under
the aegis of AEPC while shaping a new skill scape of a ‘Skill Pyramid'.

FIR against NCLII’s member
on sexual abuse charges

Kolkata: The Kolkata Police
has registered an FIR against
NCLT’s Technical Member HC
Suri for sexual abuse charges on
a complaint filed by a young
lawyer who is associated with
the tribunal as a research asso-
ciate.

The case was registered at
Hare Street Police station under
IPC 354. The woman lawyer has
accused Suri of repeatedly call-
ing her to his chamber and
hotels. In her detailed com-
plaint and FIR available to the
media, the young lawyer alleged
that Suri was sexually harassing
her. “As no official residence is
allotted to him, he stays in five-
star hotels and force me to
come to these hotels apart from
calling me to his chambers and

slaking always,” said the lawyer
who is working as a research
associate on a contractual basis
with the NCL. “The attitude of
HC Suri was not proper towards
me. He used to call me to his
chamber when no one was
around and stalked me when-
ever he got an opportunity;” said
the woman lawyer accusing Suri
of demanding sexual favours.
The woman lawyer has for-
warded her complaint to Prime
Minister’s Office, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs and NCLT’s
headquarters in Delhi. Kolkata
Police is expected to summon
Suri soon. Currently, FIR is
charged under sections of IPC
354A and 354 D which are cog-
nizable and non-bailable
offences. PNS
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Congress Legislature Party Leader in Telangana Assembly Bhatti Vikramarka

Mallu, interacting with farmers during his 14-day Raitulatho Mukhamukhi Yatra
(March for direct Interaction with farmers) to express solidarity with them against
the Centre’s three farm laws. The Yatra, which began on February 9 from Bheemsari
in Adilabad, culminated at Konijarla in Khammam on Monday

Covid rebound: K'taka closes
borders with Kerala again

Kasaragod (Ker): With the
Karnataka government rein-
stating stricter control of tran-
sit passengers from Kerala in
view of increasing COVID-19
positive cases, people bound to
Mangaluru and other parts of
Dakshina Kannada from here
for various purposes, including
medical needs and studies, are
in a fix again.

Long queues of vehicles
could be seen in the border
areas since morning as
Karnataka authorities sealed
many roads, including nation-
al highways and restricted entry
only for those with COVID-19
negative certificates.

The Dakshina Kannada
authorities sealed all borders
from Monda, except four to
cross over, sources said.

According to Karnataka
officials at the borders,those
who wish to enter the state have
to produce COVID-19 negative
certificate through an RT-PCR
test taken 72 hours prior to their
cross over time.

Health and police person-
nel are on duty at the four bor-
ders, viz.Talapady in Mangalore
taluk, Saradka in Bantwal,

Nettanige-Mudnuru in Puttur
taluk and Jalsoor in Sullia, to
verify and allow people's entry
into Karnataka.

Meanwhile, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
the issue would be brought to
the notice of the Centre.

“Karnataka's move closing
the border roads and blocking
vehicles is against the central
government's guidelines that no
state should impose any restric-
tion on the inter-state travel,” he
said. Speaking at the COVID-
19 review meeting at
Thiruvananthapuram, he also
said state DGP Loknath Behera
had already brought the matter
to the notice of his counterpart
in Karnataka, who assured that
vehicles carrying essential com-
modities would be exempted
from the restrictions. The state
government would continue to
be in touch with the Karnataka
authorities to resolve the issue
completely, he added. The resi-
dents in and around Kasaragod,
the northernmost district of
Kerala, have been thronging
Mangaluru in Karnataka for
decades for treatment at the spe-
cialty hospitals there. PTI
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ELGAR PARISHAD-BHIMA KOREGAON CASE
Bombay HC grants Varavara Rao
6-month bail on medical grounds

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

More than two years after
his arrest in the Elgar
Parishad-Bhima Koregaon
case, the Bombay High Court
on Monday granted condi-
tional bail to poet and writer
Pendyala Varavara Rao for six
months on medical grounds.

Releasing to the 82-year-
old Left wing activist for a peri-
od of six months against a per-
sonal bond of Rs 50,000 and
two solvent sureties for equal
amounts, a HC division bench
of Justices S S Shinde and
Manish Pitale noted: “We are of
the opinion that appropriate
conditions need to be imposed
on the under-trial even if he is
to be released on bail on med-
ical conditions”

Rao is currently undergo-
ing medical treatment at
Nanavati Hospital in north-
west Mumbai, where he was
admitted by the Maharashtra
government following court
orders.

“Rao is directed to be dis-
charged from the Nanavati
Hospital depending on the
health condition as on today
and he be released on bail for
the present, for a period of six
months...,” the Judges ruled.

“We feel that although the
material on record does show
that the health condition of the
under-trial is precarious, send-
ing the under-trial back to
where he belongs, is fraught
with the risk of his presence
being used by those allegedly
associated with him to seek to
revive the aforesaid nefarious
activities,” the Judges
observed.

“This court cannot rule out
such a contingency and, there-
fore, it would be appropriate to
impose such conditions as
would be necessary for ensur-
ing that the under-trial on his
own or those allegedly associ-
ated with him do not take
undue advantage of the situa-
tion, which would ultimately
adversely affect the trial,” the
HC opined.

Among the conditions
imposed on Rao include: he
shall not leave the jurisdiction
of the NIA Court at Mumbai
on being released; he shall
inform the NIA court about his
place of residence and his con-
tact number; he shall attend
the court proceedings as and
when summoned; he may

apply for exemption from per-
sonal appearances and he shall
report to the nearest police sta-
tion through WhatsApp Video
Call every fortnight.

“The under-trial (Rao)
shall not indulge in any activ-
ity similar to the activities on
the basis of which the said FIR
stood registered against him for
offences under the IPC and
UAPA,” the HC ruled

The HC mandated that
Rao “shall not try to establish
communication with co-
accused or any other person
involved directly or indirectly
in similar activities or make any
international call to any person
indulging in similar activities as
alleged against him, through
any mode of communication”
and he “shall not undertake any
action which is prejudicial to
the proceedings before the
NIA Court”.

When the Additional
Solicitor General Anil Singh
sought a three-weeks stay on
the HC order, the Judges reject-
ed the plea considering
Varavara Rao’s advanced age
and his medical conditions.

Rao’s lawyers Anand
Grover and Indira Jaisingh
argued that his medical condi-
tions could turn critical if he
was again sent back to Taloja
Central Jail and would be viola-
tive of his fundamental right to
health. Rao was arrested by the
Pune police on January 31,
2019 and he was charged
under offences under Sections
121, 121(A), 153(A), 505(1)(B),
117, 120(B), 124(A) read with
Section 34 of the IPC and
Sections 13, 16, 17, 18, 18(B),
20, 38, 39 and 40 of the

UAPA.

The charge against Rao is
that being is a senior member
of a banned organization-
Communist Party of India
(Maoist), he has been alleged-
ly actively involved in arrang-
ing funding and providing
arms and ammunition to the
cadre of his organization to
wage war against the estab-
lished Government, causing
death of a number of security
personnel and citizens.

Rao, who had been hospi-
talised on a couple during the
course of incarceration, was
admitted to the Nanavati
Hospital on July 19,2020 fol-
lowing the intervention by the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC).

Andhra SEC satisfied
with conduct of
peaceful panchayat polls

Amaravati: Sharply contesting
the claims made by Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) supremo
N. Chandrababu Naidu,
Andhra Pradesh State Election
Commissioner (SEC),
Nimmagadda Ramesh Kumar
on Monday said the four-phase
panchayat elections were held
peacefully and expressed com-
plete satisfaction over the polls.

"Police strictly participated
in the election duty, including
setting aside their Covid-19
vaccination, which did not
lead to any untoward incident.
The Election Commission
expresses complete satisfac-
tion," Kumar added.

He also highlighted that
the number of unanimous polls
were also not abnormal.

"When we conducted the
elections for 13,097 positions
(panchayats), only 2,195 posi-
tions or 16 per cent of them
had unanimous polls," the SEC
said.

However, contradicting
Kumar, Chandrababu Naidu
and TDP leaders have been
making a barrage of allegations
that the polls were not held in
a free and fair manner.

According to Kumar,
10,890 'sarpanches’ have direct-
ly competed in the elections
and won, including up to 50
per cent women and represen-
tatives from the weaker sec-
tions.

Kumar hoped that those
winning the elections would
provide good leadership.

He also heaped praise on
employees of different gov-
ernment departments for their
services in holding the polls
peacefully across the state
which continued for nearly a
month.

"In every phase of the polls,
nearly more than 90,000 gov-
ernment employees from all
departments have participated.
More than 50,000 policemen
also participated in every phase
of the elections," said Kumar,
who retired as an Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)

The holding of rural local
body (panchayat)
elections had emerged as
a major flashpoint
between the SEC and the
YSR Congress Party
government, which have
been at loggerheads for
more than a year

officer.

Indicating the high level of
participation in the polls,
Kumar added, more than 80
per cent voters exercised their
franchise.

He appreciated the
Director General of Police,
Chief Secretary and the Health
department for their coopera-
tion and services.

The holding of rural local
body (panchayat) elections had
emerged as a major flashpoint
between the SEC and the YSR
Congress Party government,
which have been at loggerheads
for more than a year.

The panchayat elections
were originally slated in 2018
when the tenure of the local
bodies expired back then but
Kumar chose not to hold them
and waited until 2021.

However, Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy pro-
posed the idea of going to the
polls in March 2020 but Kumar
refused holding them citing the
coronavirus pandemic, which
had lead to a major row
between the two.

Reddy accused Kumar of
acting at the behest of opposi-
tion leader N. Chandrababu
Naidu, during whose tenure he
was appointed and even tried
to replace him, which backfired
as the SEC has constitutional
protection equal to a Supreme
Court judge.

With just one more month
left as the SEC, Kumar has suc-
cessfully conducted the polls
which the state government
could not stall with their defer-
ment appeal being dismissed in
the Supreme Court. ~ IANS
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COVID returns?

Contrary to expectations, active cases are on
the rise, especially in Kerala and Maharashtra
The new year had brought relief to India from the pandemic and, as late as February

11, the country had been consistently following a declining slope of COVID-19

active cases with the load dropping to 1.41 lakh and 33 States and Union Territories
reporting less than 5,000 active cases. This, combined with the world’s largest vac-
cination drive in the country, had given people the hope that we would soon be see-
ing the end of the outbreak that had crippled our ailing economy and resulted in major
salary cuts, job and business losses and long periods of isolation and mental dis-
tress for millions of Indians. However, last week seems to have dashed all hopes of
recovery from the contagion as we are seeing a surge in Coronavirus cases again.
India has reported close to 87,000 infections in
the last seven days, with the highest addition on
Sunday when the country saw 14,264 fresh cases
within a span of 24 hours. More worryingly, India
now has all three Coronavirus variants that have
caused a massive resurgence of cases globally,
i.e. B.1.1.7 that was first discovered in the UK,
B.1.351 which is dominant in South Africa and P1
from Brazil. These have a unique collection of muta-
tions, which make them spread more readily or
cheat vaccine immunity. Even though there has
been a spike in daily cases in Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir, Kerala and
Maharashtra are the major worrying factors as they are bearing the brunt of the new
strains, with over 74 per cent of the nation’s active cases in the two States.

While in the last month, the average weekly cases in Kerala have fluctuated between
34,800 and 42,000, weekly positivity in the State has ranged from 13.9 per cent to
8.9 per cent. In Maharashtra, too, in the last four weeks the cases have increased from
18,200 to 21,300 and weekly positivity has increased from 4.7 per cent to eight per
cent. The areas of concern are mainly in suburban Mumbai where the weekly cases
have risen by 19 per cent. In Nagpur, Amravati, Nashik, Akola and Yavatmal, the week-
ly cases have increased by 33 per cent, 47 per cent, 23 per cent, 55 per cent and 48
per cent, respectively. This has led to experts warning that the new strains could be
highly transmissible and dangerous and could even cause re-infections in people who
have developed antibodies to the virus. In fact, AIIMS Director Randeep Guleria has
warned that herd immunity is a “myth” in the country because at least 80 per cent
people need to have antibodies for the whole of the population to be protected. So what
it effectively means for a poor country like ours, which is highly populated and where
a large part of the populace does not have medical insurance, is that we cannot let
our guard down till we have seen the last of this pandemic. Either we follow the rules
or suffer yet another surge of the dreaded pandemic. The choice is ours.
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A fisherman fishes through a hole in frozen Walden Pond in Massachusetts AP

Harvesting votes

The BJP and the AAP, besides other satraps,
are wooing Jat farmers in western UP
It’s obvious for a party that has its origins in a mass movement to use a similar

opportunity for expanding its base. The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which rules the

roost in Delhi, is now envisaging prop roots in the heartland of western Uttar Pradesh
(UP), also called Jatland, riding on its support for the farmers’ agitation. However,
the road to power in the politically sensitive State is no cakewalk as, unlike in Delhi,
here religion, regional, caste and traditional loyalties matter in elections. These fac-
tors play a decisive role at the hustings. Besides, if the anti-incumbency factor comes
into play in next year's Assembly elections,
regional parties rather than the AAP are more like-
ly to harvest it. Furthermore, any possible expan-
sion of the party will be at the cost of satraps like
the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD), SP and BSP who count
on their traditional vote banks. These regional play-
ers will never allow an “outsider” to dent their vote
banks. Even if the AAP forges an alliance with these
parties, they will most likely not offer it the
“winnable” seats, certainly not at the expense of
their vote bank.

Meanwhile, what leaves the BJP concerned after
the Red Fort siege on Republic Day is that the agi-
tation focus has shifted from Punjab’s growers to
the Jat cultivators of western UP and Haryana. The BJP well understands that if the
strong Jat community decides not to favour the party in the UP Assembly polls, its
chances of retaining power would be next to impossible. It is for this reason that the
BJP leaders, including Union Minister Sanjeev Balyan and many Ministers in the Yogi
Adityanath Government, are wooing influential khap leaders. They will definitely leave
no stone unturned to make the situation favourable for the party. On the other hand,
AAP convener and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal recently met farm leaders over
lunch to discuss the ongoing protest against the Centre’s farm laws. He will also
address a Kisan Mahapanchayat in Meerut on February 28 to show solidarity with
the farmers. The AAP has already revealed its ambition by announcing that in the
next two years, it will contest elections in six States including UP and Uttarakhand.
Well, there is no harm in trying one’s luck but whether the party is able to leave any
real imprint or would end up as an “also-ran”, only time will tell. As of now, its prospects
don’t seem too promising, at least not in UP
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from Afghanistan

BHOPINDER SINGH

Personal experience should guide Biden while deciding on US troop
withdrawal commitments and imperatives in Afghanistan

n January 3, 1973, 30-
year-old Joe Biden got
elected for the first
time to the United

States (US) Senate. On January
27,1973, just 24 days later, a face-
saving “Agreement on Ending the
War and restoring Peace in
Vietnam” was signed with full
knowledge among the belligerent
parties of what was inevitable.
This sham “peace accord”
enabled the battle-weary US
troops to withdraw and the last
troops were airlifted on April 30,
1975 — later that day, the US ally
in southern Vietnam capitulated
and its leader Thieu was left fum-
ing: “The US did not keep its
promise to help us fight for free-
dom. It was in the same fight that
the US lost 50,000 of its young
men.” Then US President Gerald
Ford argued about opening the
doors to South Vietnamese who

had fought on the US side.
However, the young Biden insist-
ed that the US had “no obligation,
moral or otherwise, to evacuate
foreign nationals” Biden’s youth-
ful bravado aside, the US troops’
withdrawal from the unpopular
war did not end as scripted in the
purported “peace accord”.

In 1995, the US troops
escorted out the final remnant of
the UN peacekeeping force from
Somalia even as local militiamen
were firing upon the withdraw-
ing force. Banalities from the UN
Secretary General, that efforts to
bring peace and aid to Somalia
would continue, flew in the face
of the ground reality of advanc-
ing militias. Over 100 UN peace-
keepers and 42 US troops had
died before the final withdraw-
al. Importantly, the nemesis of the
UN/US force i.e. ruthless warlord
General Aidid was still alive, and
gaining ground. Expectedly,
General Aidid soon declared
himself the President of Somalia
and a full-fledged civil war broke
out. By now; Biden was no longer
a wet-behind-the-ears Senator
and had already run for the 1988
Democratic presidential nomina-
tion. Also, as a longtime member
of the US Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations, the immedi-
ate impact of troop withdrawal
from Somalia would not have
been lost on Biden.

Cut to 2011. By now the Vice-

President, Biden was personal-
ly entrusted the task of yet
another troop pullout, this
time from Iraq (Biden had ear-
lier voted for authorising mil-
itary force in 2002, then as the

Chairman  of  Senate
Committee on Foreign
Relations). This withdrawal of
1,50,000 troops when the
“enemy” was clearly not defeat-
ed, was to prove fatal. It creat-

Barack Obama heeded the
counsel of his Generals, who
suggested otherwise.

In 2021, President Biden
has inherited Donald Trump’s
decisions for complete with-
drawal of US troops from
Afghanistan and Somalia
where, yet again, the “enemy” in
the form of Taliban (and affili-
ates) and Al-Shabab, respective-
ly, is waiting menacingly.

ed a sudden vacuum and the Somalia withdrawal has already
Al-Qaida metastasized into BIDEN MUST BE happened and the ravaged ter-
ISIS and, within a couple of GUIDED BY HIS ritory is again left precariously
months, the “caliphate” had MEMORY AND poised. Afghanistan as the hub
emerged over most of the EXPERIENCES OF of regional/global terror has an
Syrian-Iraqi swathes. A new altogether different portent at
dimensilon ﬁf gl(ibal &err(l)_r, THE EARLIER sta\l(e.l()tlearlyt }tl}ée dealdlir}e tf}?r
gl sl S WITHORAWALS s i of e
all fingers pointed towards a AND THE ing in the face for the force of
Foops, among oter fctors SUBSEQUENT 53005 2011 and te con-
Importantly, Biden had then COSTS TO THE US.  flated “peace agreement” with
personally punted on one of the ITS GLOBAL the Taliban that underwrites
most controversial, sectarian such a withdrawal, remains
and irresponsible locals, Nouri INTERVENTIONS routinely and supremely violat-
N o besborHAVE RARELY 54 The s of g
The troops had to return to Iraq S U CC E E D E D y AN D Kabul continues and herein to
in 2014 to undo the damage of LEAVING assume that 2,500 US troops
what was clearly a wrong deci- MID-COURSE HAS would be able to withstand pres-
sion to withdraw. Around the -cou sures that a one-time composi-
same time, Biden was pushing WORSENED  tion 0f1,00,000 could not — let
hard for a similar scale-down of SITUATIONS alone the situation when even
the US troops in Afghanistan this miniscule element departs

with a limited mandate of
counterterrorism, like proposed
in Iraq — however, President

as planned — is disastrous.
The practical logic of
“counterterrorism level” pres-
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INVOLVE PRIVATE PLAYERS IN VACCINATION
Sir—It is worrying that the number of
COVID-19 infection cases is again on the
rise and States like Maharashtra and Kerala
are the worst affected. With new mutants
of the deadly virus invading India, it
seems that our vaccination programme will
fall flat as against these new strains there
are no vaccines developed yet and if it starts
to rapidly spread, then we will be facing a
crisis more devastating than the first wave
of infection.

For rapid vaccination, the Government
must involve private players, else the
spread of infection will supersede the rate
of vaccination and recoveries.The
Government should ask the private com-
panies to divert their funds under the
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) for
the cause. Rapid and mass vaccination is not
possible without private participation.

Further, instead of developing differ-
ent vaccines for different mutations, the sci-
entists must try to develop a single vaccine
which should work against all the present
strains and also future possible mutants.
Also, all States must cooperate in terms of
logistics and resource sharing in fighting the
pandemic. All the States who are failing to
control the spread of the pandemic must
be penalised heavily and, if required, the
Centre should impose President’s Rule cit-
ing extraordinary situation or health emer-
gency. On the other hand, people must take
all necessary precautions like wearing of
masks, sanitising their hands, maintaining
social distancing to keep the infection at bay.
We cannot act carelessly at this juncture, it's
a question of life and death.

M Raghuraman | Mumbai

SHAME ON CHINA AND THE PLA

Sir —This refers to the editorial ‘Chinese
checkers' (February 20). Finally, the Xi
Jinping-led Chinese administration admit-
ted the loss of four soldiers during the
Galwan Valley faceoff with India in June
last year. It is a matter of shame for China
that it took the PLA eight months to recog-
nise the demise of its soldiers and that
must have sent an indication down to its

Govt has failed to control fuel prices

)
.J,p-j?.

he sky-rocketing prices of petrol and diesel
Tare also driving up the prices of essential

commodities — as a consequential effect.
The common man, already battered by the
adverse effects of COVID-19 pandemic and strin-
gent lockdown, has been put into unprecedent-
ed hardships by this price rise. The rising prices
of commodities on the one hand and loss of
income on the other, is a double whammy that

ranks that the Chinese Army does not care
for the martyrdom of its soldiers, unlike
India which honours its martyrs.

These exchanges and clashes at the
friction points are more of a perception
battle rather than being a stage for “war”,
and it is more prudent to accept and lead
swiftly with changing scenarios instead of
hiding the facts, ignoring the truths and
bearing the brunt later.

Such instances by the Army and
administration might lower the morale of
soldiers, which is evident on the Chinese
side, but India is leading with high emo-
tional quotient and the morale of our
Army personnel is high as ever. It was also
evident during the recent disengagement
dialogue. The morale of our soldiers is
much higher than that of their Chinese
counterparts.

Nischai Vats | Sultanpur

ALL MUST WALK FOR HEALTH
Sir —It is not only for the elders to jog and
walk but even yongsters and people of

the common man is unable to cope with.

Even if we consider the previous
Governments’ failure to reduce the dependence
on the import of crude oil, what's about the huge
tax imposed by both Centre and State
Governments at present? While the Centre claims
the fuel prices are deregulated, but it is only in
theory.

The oil price decontrol is a one-way street
in India— when global prices go up, it is passed
on to the consumer, who has to cough up more
for every litre of fuel consumed. But when the
reverse happens and prices go down, the
Government — almost by default — slaps fresh
taxes to ensure that it rakes in extra revenues,
even as the consumer, who should have ideal-
ly benefited by way of lower pump prices, is
short- changed and forced to either pay what he’s
already paying, or even more. The key benefi-
ciary in this subversion of price decontrol is the
Government. The consumer is a clear loser.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

middle age should walk. It helps in main-
taining the cholesterol level and burning
extra body fat. However, it is seen that
many people even take doctors advice for
granted and do nothing to control their
blood pressure and sugar levels except tak-
ing medicines.

Lifestyle diseases are very common
these days and lakhs of people die because
of it. The urban lifestyle and extreme work
pressure has given us a convenient life but
has taken a toll on our health.

The cause of concern is that lifestyle
diseases are irreversible and if a person falls
prey to these, s/he can lead a healthy life
only by taking precaution and medicines.
While COVID-19 has devastated our
lives, it was witnessed that those having
co-morbities were more vulnerable.
Lifestyle diseases coupled with COVID are
dangerous.

N Soumik | Bhubaneswar
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ence does not hold good, as vet-
ted by history. Blind adherence
to commitments without
assuming inevitabilities will
deligitimise the cost in terms of
lives lost, resources and ratio-
nales invested in the last 20
years, besides affording a terror-
based sovereign. A recent
bipartisan US Congress-
appointed Afghan Study Group
has concluded a damning
assessment of the Taliban’s own
commitments towards condi-
tionalities so far, and fore-
warned of impending bloody
civil war, therefore suggesting
the abandonment/extension of
the May 1 timeline. Biden
must be guided by his memo-
ry and experiences of the ear-
lier US withdrawals and the
subsequent costs to the US. Its
global interventions have rarely
succeeded, however, leaving
mid-course has always made
situations worse. Timing is
everything and, as things stand
in Afghanistan, currently it
looks ominous. Biden must
rethink withdrawal commit-
ments and imperatives in
Afghanistan — personal expe-
rience should advise him so.
(The writer, a military
veteran, is a former Lt
Governor of Andaman &
Nicobar  Islands and
Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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We are correcting
the faults of the
previous regimes. If
the policy is accurate,
destiny would be
perfect. Connectivity,
health, education and infrastructure
developments were ignored by the
previous Governments.
Prime Minister
— Narendra Modi

On February 26,
117,000 doses of
Pfizer vaccines will
arrive in the country
and the vaccines will
be administered to
medical staff
Coronavirus  patients

treating
starting February 27.
South Korea PM
—Chung Sye-kyun

| reached the top
two in Bigg Boss
and surprisingly | am {
not sad that | have
not won. | am more
than happy that |
have played the game gracefully.
Singer
—Rahul Vaidya

Life has always thrown
challenges. Haryana
has three spinners who
have already played
for India. | always knew
2 “ thatif | getan
opportunity, | must make it count.
Cricketer
—Rahul Tewatia

We have decided to
launch a mass registration
and awareness pro-
gramme for construction ¥
workers and labourers **
so that they can avail welfare schemes.

Delhi Deputy CM

—Manish Sisodia
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MUST REDUCGE MONEY
POWER IN POLITICS

What is needed is political will and a consensus
on reforms in the electoral system

KALYANI SHANKAR

otin power. The Congress Party is going through a severe finan-
cial crunch and has sought help from its Chief Ministers and office-
bearers. The forthcoming Assembly elections in Kerala, Assam, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry have increased pressure on the
party, which is in power only in Punjab, Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh and Puducherry. The cash crunch inthe ‘Grand Old Party’,
which was in power for 56 years, is because of various reasons. It
has been receiving fewer funds for the last six years because of a
perception that the Congress is unlikely to resume its primacy. Second,
the BJP has overtaken the Congress since 2014. Third, it is facing
aleadership crisis and fourth, regional parties are also vying for dona-
tions. Fifth, any party’s funding from private donors depends on pub-
lic trust. Earlier the Congress had fund managers in each State, but
this system has collapsed now due to central control.

The party is in need of funds to run State units, headquarters,
pay salaries to the staff, for election campaigns, for building a new
party office and so on. In 2018, it touched rock bottom and launched
a40-day booth committee fundraising programme in October appeal-
ing for funds. In fact, the Congress had to resort to crowdfunding.

ﬁjj {
Y

Some of the most popular fundraising methods for political par-
ties are individual and corporate funding. The BJP’s phenomenal abil-
ity to capture a massive chunk of corporate donations is closely con-
nected to the Congress’ sharp deceleration and financial woes. The
BJP has been occupying the pole position for long in tapping corpo-
rate contributions, even when the Congress was in power, with the
saffron party allegedly cornering 90 per cent of the funding.

In recent years, the Modi Government has introduced three sig-
nificant changes in political funding and parties can now receive for-
eign donations. Any company can give any amount of money to a
political party and third, any individual, group of people or firm can
donate money anonymously to a party through electoral bonds. These
bonds have been available since January 2018 and the gap in cor-
porate donations between the BJP and the Congress is growing wider.
Whatever be the reason, such a major gap in political contributions
between the ruling and the main Opposition party is not good for democ-
racy.

The Congress received 3139 crore as donations during 2019-
2020, according to an Election Commission (EC) report. It is still the
second most prosperous party but far behind the BJP According to
the Congress’ constitution, the lawmakers and workers are supposed
to pay one per cent of their income to the party but this does not
happen. It needs to encourage its members to donate more and emu-
late Congress leader Kapil Sibal, who, in 2020 was the highest indi-
vidual donor and had given %3 crore to the party fund. A political party
may acquire funds through donations during rallies, relief funds, the
sale of coupons and other miscellaneous allocations. However, if poll
expenses are cut there is no need for a party to collect huge funds.

The EC has a long list of suggestions including reforms of polit-
ical parties, auditing of accounts, checking black money and cap-
ping of anonymous donations to 20 per cent. Several panels have
recommended poll reforms. This included the Goswami Committee
(1990), the Viohra Committee (1993) and the Law Commission. One
of the suggestions was State funding. The need of the hour is elec-
toral reforms and it is time to push through these reforms to cleanse
the electoral system so that money power becomes less. What is
needed is political will and a consensus on reforms.

(The writer is a senior journalist. The views expressed are
personal.)

Fmding is vital for a political party and more so for one that is
n
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Corporation (ONGC) is forming a new
wholly-owned subsidiary company with
the objective of sourcing, marketing and trading

The State-owned Oil and Natural Gas

natural gas. The company is already into explo- :

ration and production of gas (besides crude oil)
which it sells to a variety of industries manufac-
turing fertilisers, power, chemicals, petrochem-
icals, CNG, gas for household consumption and
S0 on.

So what has prompted it to set up a sepa- !

rate company solely for the purpose of trading
and marketing of gas? It is not a simple case of
business restructuring, but an attempt to circum-
vent control on the price of gas imposed by the
Union Government. To understand how it seeks

to do so, let us have a look at the extant pricing

structure.

Under the pricing guidelines effective since
November 2014, for all domestic supplies from
fields given under the New Exploration and
Licencing Policy (NELP), as also blocks given on
nomination to ONGC and Oil India Limited

(OIL) before the NELP, the price — call it nor-

mal price — is a weighted average of prices at four
international locations in the US, the UK,
Canada and Russia. It is revised every six
months in a financial year and the current price,
from October 1, 2020, is $1.79 per million Btu
(British thermal unit).

Also, under a special package for deep/ultra-

deep, high-pressure/high-temperature (HP/HT)
fields announced in March 2016, the supplies are
allowed a market-based price, subject to a ceil-
ing which is linked to the prices of alternate fuels,
including fuel oil, naphtha and LNG. The cur-

rent ceiling price is $4.06 per million Btu, known :

as the “premium” price, the applicable price is
arrived at based on competitive bidding — in
which earlier, affiliates of gas producers were not
allowed to participate. If the discovered price
exceeds the ceiling, then the buyer pays only the

ceiling price. From October 2020, the bar on par- :

ticipation of affiliates of the gas producing firm
was removed. This means that the producer can
buy its own gas (albeit through its affiliate) and
sell it to third parties at a higher rate thereby cir-
cumventing the ceiling price. Reliance Industries
Limited (RIL), which produces gas from the KG-

D6 field in the Krishna Godavari basin, did pre- :

cisely this. In an auction on February 5, offer-
ing 7.5 mmscmd (million standard cubic meter
per day) of new gas from this field, its subsidiary
Reliance O2C Limited bought 4.8 mmscmd ata
price of $4.06 per million Btu and sold it for $6-

7 per million Btu to GAIL India Limited (Ltd), :

Shell and others.

The ONGC wants to do a repeat of what
Reliance has done by forming a wholly-owned
subsidiary which will buy any new gas coming
from the former’s deep/ultra-deep fields such as

KG-D5 also in the KG basin (projected at about :
15 mmscmd) and in turn, sell it to firms such as :

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd
(MRPL) at a price much higher than $4.06 per
million Btu. Being a company whose majority is
owned by the Centre, any decision by the
ONGC Board could not have been taken with-

out its prior approval. In other words, the Centre :
is amenable to the gas producer breaking the ceil- :

| AM THE ONLY ONE WHO REFUSED TO DO ITEM
NUMBERS AND BIG HERO FILMS WHICH MADE THE
ENTIRE ‘BULLYWOODIA’ GANG TURN AGAINST ME.

KANGANA RANAUT

IF THE CENTRE
FEELS THAT
AHIGH PRICETO
GAS PRODUCERS

IS THE ONLY WAY

TO MAKE THEM
DELIVER MORE
SUPPLIES, THEN IT
SHOULD REMOVE
ALL CONTROLS ON
FERTILISERS,
POWER AND SO ON
AND LET THEM
ADJUST AS PER
MARKET FORCES.
IF IT CAN'T,

[T SHOULD

REGULATE GAS
PRICES AND
STRICTLY ADHERE
TO THE NOVEMBER
2014 GUIDELINES

The writer is a
New Delhi-based
policy analyst.
The views expressed
are personal.
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Time for Govt to make
a clear-cut choice

If the Centre allows gas producers to charge what they want, one shudders to
even think of where the fertiliser and power subsidy bill will reach

ing (set by none other than the
Centre itself) and selling at a high-

i er market discovered price. Put

simply, the Government’s initial
decision to put a cap on the price
gets nullified by its subsequent
action of allowing an affiliate of the
gas producer to bid.

The supplies from fields given
under the Open Acreage Licencing
Policy (OALP) (introduced in July
2017) are already eligible for mar-
ket-based pricing. This also applies
to unconventional hydrocarbons
such as shale gas, coal bed methane

i (CBM) from the fields awarded

under the NELP. Further, supplies
from the so-called marginal fields
(a total of 149) previously with the
ONGC and OIL and recently auc-
tioned to private entities, also

i qualify for complete freedom of

pricing. Now, gas companies are
building pressure on the
Government to alter the mecha-
nism of fixing even the normal
price applicable to supplies from
fields given under NELP and nom-

i ination blocks to the ONGC and

OIL before the NELP. The Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas had
agreed to look into this and even
set up a committee. That was in
October, 2020 when an idea was

i mooted to fix a floor price linked

to the Japan-Korea Marker (JKM)
— a benchmark index used to
determine LNG tariff in North Asia
—with a discount. This would
have yielded a floor of $4 million
Btu.

Putting all the pieces together,

i one gets a sense that gas firms will

receive price on an escalating scale
with a minimum of $4 per million
Btu and maximum, hitting any
level depending on the demand-
supply scenario. Is this what the
Modi Government had planned
for?

It may be worthwhile to go
back to 2014 when it had under-
taken a review of the gas pricing
formula finalised by the then UPA
Government (January 2014) which
could not be implemented in view
of impending general elections.
Then Team Modi had categorical-
ly rejected market-based pricing,
arguing that domestic supply of gas
being far short of demand, this
would result in high price, which
users, particularly the fertiliser
industry, power and city gas — they
account for nearly three-fourth of
total gas use — can't afford. In fer-
tilisers, bulk of the gas is used for
producing urea, whose maximum
retail price (MRP) is controlled at
alow level to make it affordable to
farmers. The excess cost of supply
is reimbursed as subsidy to man-
ufacturers. If gas is priced high,
with the MRP remaining
unchanged, this will result in high-
er subsidy, which the Government
wants to avoid.

Likewise, States want to pay
less on power subsidy even as they
order a big slice of it to be supplied
at low tariff or even free to farm-
ers and poor households, unrelat-
ed to cost.

These overarching considera-
tions weighed heavily on the rul-
ing dispensation when it decided
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to stick to price regulation. For the
same reason, it exercises control
over the allocation of gas. Of the
total supply, 31 per cent is given to
power, 24 per cent to fertilisers and
22 per cent is allotted for city gas.
Since then, nothing has changed as
to warrant a move towards market-
based pricing. Neither has the
Government done away with con-
trol on urea’s MRP nor do States
have any plans to shed supply of
free power to key constituents.

In this scenario, if the
Government allows gas producers
to charge what they want, one
shudders to even think of where the
fertiliser and power subsidy bill will
reach (every one dollar per million
Btu hike in gas price increases urea
subsidy by about 4,000 crore
annually). To accommodate the ris-
ing subsidy, it may have to further
loosen the already relaxed fiscal
deficit trajectory, outlined by the
Finance Minister on February 1, for
the next five years (6.8 per cent of
the Gross Domestic Product in
2021-22 gliding down to 4.5 per
cent in 2025-26).

The Government needs to
make a clear-cut choice. If it feels
that high price to gas producers is
the only way to make them deliv-
er more supplies, then it should
remove all controls on fertilisers,
power and so on and let them
adjust as per market forces. If it
can't, it should regulate gas prices
and strictly adhere to the
November 2014 guidelines —
annulling all subsequent modifica-
tions.

LOVED YOUR DANCING IN THIS ITEM NUMBER
IN THE FILM RAJJO. YOU ARE A GREAT PERFORMER
AND A GREAT DANCER KANGANA.

India must migrate to ‘happy fuels’ for a sustainable future

Energy independence needs to be a major focus area to shape the country as a DESH, i.e. having Development, Energy, Security and Harmony

oday, human societies

I have a wider array of
options towards making
lifestyle and economic choices.
But it is becoming increasing-
ly clear that all our choices need
to remain within the 1.5°
Celsius Paris Agreement goals,
for shaping our pathways
responsibly and leaving a clean-
er environment as a legacy. All
too often, investments in the
environment are seen as costs
but the reality is that spending
on green initiatives now would
be the biggest cost saving of all
times. It is high time we realised
that the economy is a subset of
the environment and not vice
versa and a green recovery will
provide thriving economics
and a safer planet for everyone.
World leaders have come
together on the need to counter

ASHUTOSH KARNATAK

The writer is Member,

the challenges of climate Appellate Tribunal for

change and the COP-26 Electricity.

International Climate Summit The views expressed
> are personal.

scheduled to be held later this

year, is going to be a pivotal
moment for the world to agree
on actionable steps to prevent
the catastrophic warming of
our planet. India, being the
world’s fourth-largest carbon
emitter with a population of 1.3
billion people, requires signif-
icant strides in greening its
energy ecosystem with more
sustainable and benign tech-
nologies, including fast track-
ing the adoption of renewable
resources for propelling socio-
economic development.

Our country’s transition
to a fully sustainable energy sys-
tem shall be enabled by the
push for cleaner energy and
decarbonising the energy sec-
tor, which accounts for a quar-
ter of global emissions, will be
vital for the same.

Fossil fuels make up 75 per
cent of India’s energy mix (with
coal as the major contributor),
while the spectrum of renew-
able power including hydro,

solar and wind energy with
zero carbon emissions compris-
es just 10 per cent, the rest
being biomass, urban and
industrial waste power. A
desired change in the energy
mix will depend on innovative
technologies, growing energy
demand, strong wind and solar
resources, policy support and
growing investments to ensure
smart, reliable, clean and
affordable energy to over a bil-
lion people with an energy con-
sumption rate growing faster
than all major economies in the
world.

One of the key success
indicators of any country is
positive balance of payments
with exports in surplus to
imports. Our economy is large-
ly dependent upon the import
of oil which is to the tune of
7.5 lakh crore annually (15 per
cent of the total import bill).
Reduction in this will go along
way in fostering India’s energy

- v

independence and a solid
action plan is required to grad-
ually migrate from the use of
fossil fuels to renewable
sources, including the usage of
hydrogen in the energy sector.

This will ultimately lead us
to the basket of “Happy Fuels”
i.e., a fuel bringing happiness to
self, society and the nation by
way of being economical, envi-
ronment friendly, safer with
more affordability and better
reach.

To reduce petroleum use,
greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions, air pollution, and con-

tribute to more diverse and effi-
cient energy infrastructure, the
Centre has focused on pioneer-
ing initiatives like the
International Solar Alliance
and new initiatives like ‘One
Sun, One World, One Grid,
World Solar Bank and so on.
Technological progress is
on the cusp of making decar-
bonisation economically viable.
Indid’s story on solar energy
encapsulates the economic
argument to switch to cleaner
sources of power generation.
The most recent auction for
solar energy received bids of a
record low of 32 per unit indi-
cating that the transition to an
economy with net-zero emis-
sions can both be viable and
sustainable. Green hydrogen as
an energy resource is gaining
momentum. Already major
developed countries have for-
ayed in this area, with Japan
being the leader. Produced
from renewable energy, green

hydrogen is a zero-emission
multipurpose fuel used for
long-term energy storage and
helps decarbonise transport,
heating and industrial process-
es such as steel and cement
making. With huge renewable
potential, India has a tremen-
dous opportunity to explore the
green hydrogen route to kick-
off energy transition.

The Centre, in the recent
Budget, announced the estab-
lishment of a Hydrogen
Mission, which is a step in the
right direction. Several initia-
tives to convert coal to gas are
underway and migration to the
hydrogen economy needs to be
ramped up in the same way.

Significantly, businesses
must maintain a balance to pro-
tect, sustain and enhance
human and natural resources
that will be needed in the
future. Organisations are
required to shift from wealth
creation to value creation with

increased social responsibility.

If we are to match the pace
of energy development in the
world, following a super-con-
scious approach and methods
need to be adopted. We must
develop a vision with a target
to become energy independent
by 2047; develop a hybrid
model i.e., blending of conven-
tional and renewable energy
sources and formulate an
action plan. There must be
aggressive implementation for
achieving scale and affordabil-
ity, plus energy efficiency must
be a Key Performance Area of
organisations. Schools, col-
leges, civil society and organi-
sations should partner and
engage Generation Next in
making a change for a better
tomorrow.

Energy independence
needs to be a major focus area
to shape India as a DESH i.e.,
having Development, Energy,
Security and Harmony.
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China asks US to halt
support to separatist forces
in Tibet, HK, Xinjiang

Beijing: China on Monday
urged the US to stop “smear-
ing” the ruling Communist
Party of China (CPC) and it's
one-party political system, lift
sanctions on trade and halt
Washington's backing of “sep-
aratist forces” in Taiwan, Tibet,
Hong Kong and Xinjiang.

In his annual speech at the
Lanting Forum, focussing on
China-US ties, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said the
Biden administration should
“adjust” the hardline policy
pursued by former President
Donald Trump towards Beijing
to check its growing influence.

“We have no intention to
challenge or replace the United
States. We are ready to have
peaceful coexistence and seek
common development with
the United States,” Wang said.

“Likewise, we hope the
United States will respect
China's core interests, nation-
al dignity, and rights to devel-
opment. We urge the United
States to stop smearing the
CPC and China's political sys-

tem, stop conniving at or even
supporting the erroneous
words and actions of separatist
forces for '"Taiwan indepen-
dence', and stop undermining
China's sovereignty and secu-
rity on internal affairs con-
cerning Hong Kong, Xinjiang
and Tibet,” he said.

“We hope that the US side
will adjust its policies as soon
as possible, among others,
remove unreasonable tariffs
on Chinese goods, lift its uni-
lateral sanctions on Chinese
companies and research and
educational institutes, and
abandon irrational suppres-
sion of China,” he said.

The relations between
China and the US are at an all
time low. The two countries are
currently engaged in a bitter
confrontation over various
issues, including trade, the ori-
gins of the novel coronavirus
pandemic, the communist
giant's aggressive military
moves in the disputed South
China Sea and human rights.

US President Joe Biden

who spoke to his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping for over
two hours in his first phone call
on February 11 later said there
would be “repercussions” for
China's human rights abuses
and he made the message clear
to his Chinese counterpart in
his talks.

In a CNN town hall on
February 17, Biden said he
stressed to Xi during their
long conversation that the US
would continue to assert its role
as a voice for human rights on
the world stage, including at the
United Nations and other inter-
national agencies.

“We must speak up for
human rights. It's who we are,”
the Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post quoted
Biden as saying.

“There will be repercus-
sions for China, and [Xi]
knows that,” he said. China is
trying very hard to become the
world leader and to get that
moniker, and to be able to do
that, they have to gain the con-
fidence of other countries. PTI

ltalian ambassador among

Mauritius, India share common ambition of working
for safe, secure Indian Ocean: PM Jugnauth

PTI B PORT LOUIS

auritius and India have

the common ambition of
working for a safe, secure and
prosperous Indian Ocean,
Mauritius Prime Minister
Pravind Jugnauth said on
Monday after his meeting with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar during which they
discussed a range of issues,
including ensuring peace and
respect for the rule of law in the
strategically-vital Indo-Pacific
region.

Jaishankar arrived here on
Sunday from the Maldives on
the last leg of his two-nation
tour.

“This morning I had a very
fruitful meeting with Jaishankar
where we reviewed several
aspects of our cooperation and
relationship and how best to
move forward,” Jugnauth while
jointly addressing the media
with Jaishankar.

Mauritius and India remain
committed to working together
bilaterally and as regional part-
ners to enhance capacity for sus-
tainable management of marine
resources and to address chal-
lenges in the maritime domains,
he said.

“We have the common
ambition and responsibility of

preserving and working for a
safe, secure and the prosperous
Indian Ocean,” he said.

“Ensuring peace and respect
for the rule of law in the Indo-
Pacific region was one of the
issues which I discussed with Dr
Jaishankar during our meeting
today;” Jugnauth said, in a veiled
reference to China.

India, the US and several
other world powers have been
talking about the need to ensure
a free, open and thriving Indo-
Pacific in the backdrop of
China'"s rising military manoeu-
vring in the region.

The Chinese military is also
actively eying the strategic
Indian Ocean region to step up
Beijing influence.

China claims nearly all of
the disputed South China Sea,
though Taiwan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam
all claim parts of it. Beijing has
built artificial islands and mili-
tary installations in the South
China Sea.

“I welcome the renewed
commitment of the QUAD
countries to upholding a rules-
based international order under
them respect for territorial
integrity and sovereignty, the
rule of law, transparency, free-
dom of navigation in the inter-
national waters and peaceful res-

olution of disputes,” Jugnauth
said.

“Adherence to these princi-
ples is crucial to the mainte-
nance of peace and friendliness
among nations based on the
respect for the rule of law... I
have no doubt that the visit of
Dr Jaishankar will add a new
impetus to the excellent rela-
tionship between Mauritius and
India,” he said.

Quad ministerial is an
informal grouping of four coun-
tries, namely, Australia, India,
Japan and the United States.

In 2017, the four countries
gave shape to the long-pending
proposal of setting up the
“Quad” or the Quadrilateral
coalition to counter China"s
aggressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific region”We have
converging views on the need to
work together to strengthen the
rules-based international order,
global governance and institu-
tions including those of the
United Nations system,”
Jugnauth said.

“India is helping more than
50 countries, including
Mauritius, to boost space tech-
nology. We continue to look to
India as an indispensable part-
ner in building up air capabili-
ties to derive benefits from
space technology; he said.

worid

Jaishankar meets Mauritius
Foreign Minister, reviews
‘excellent’ bilateral relations

Port Louis: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Monday
called on Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth and held
talks with Foreign Minister M Alan Ganoo during which they
reviewed the “excellent” bilateral relations and successful devel-
opment partnership.

Jaishankar, who arrived here in India’s strategically key mar-
itime neighbour in the Indian Ocean region on Sunday night
from the Maldives on the last leg of his two-nation tour, also
reiterated that India will be a ready partner in Mauritius' eco-
nomic recovery and revival efforts.

“Delighted to begin Mauritius visit with a meeting with
FM Alan Ganoo. Reviewed our excellent bilateral relations &
successful development partnership. Reiterated that India will
be a ready partner in Mauritius' economic recovery & revival
efforts,” Jaishankar tweeted.

Later, Jaishankar called on Prime Minister Jugnauth, who
is of Indian-origin, and handed him over 100,000 additional
doses of commercially procured ‘Made in India’ COVID-19
vaccines.

“India's helping hand - always over the horizon.
Symbolically handed over 100,000 additional doses of com-
mercially procured Made in India Covid vaccines,” he tweet-
ed. He also conveyed warm greetings from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Prime Minister Jugnauth. “Commend man-
agement of the pandemic under his leadership,” Jaishankar
tweeted.

“Comprehensive discussions on the status of implemen-
tation of various infrastructure projects. Appreciate the effi-
ciency of the Mauritius side in taking them forward,” he said
in another tweet. He will also call on President Prithvirajsing
Roopun, who is also of Indian-origin.

During his visit, Jaishankar will review all aspects of bilat-
eral relations, ongoing implementation of various infrastruc-
ture projects being carried out by India in Mauritius, and hold

discussions on bilateral, regional and global issues of mutu-
al interest including India's assistance to Mauritius. PTI

UN to rich nations: Don't underminge
COVAX vaccine program

Berlin: The head of the World

Dubai’s Emirates seeks
key role in global
vaccine delivery

China backs India hosting this
year’s BRICS summit: Official

3 killed in attack in Congo

Kinshasa (Congo): The Italian ambas-
sador to Congo, an Italian carabineri
police officer and their Congolese dri-
ver were killed on Monday in an attack
on a UN. Convoy in an area that is
home to myriad rebel groups, the

Foreign Ministry and local people said.

The ambush occurred as the con-
voy was travelling from Goma, Congo's
eastern regional capital, to visit a World
Food Program school feeding project
in Rutshuru, the U.N. Agency said in a
statement.

WEP said it was seeking informa-
tion from local authorities, as the
ambush occurred on a road that had
previously been cleared for travel with-
out security escorts.

Luca Attanasio, Italy's ambassador
to the country since 2017, carabinieri
officer Vittorio Iacovacci and their
driver were killed. Other members of
the convoy were injured, WEP said.

The attack occurred in the territo-
ry of Nyiragongo, in North Kivu, the
same area, known as the “three anten-
nas,” where two Britons were kid-
napped by unidentified armed men in
2018, said Mambo Kaway, president of
alocal civil society group.

“There were five people aboard the
vehicle, including the Italian ambas-

sador, Kaway said. “The driver died
after being shot with several bullets, and
others were wounded,” he said.

“The situation is very tense,” he
added.The wounded were taken to a
nearby UN Hospital. The North Kivu
governor, Carly Nzanzu Kasivita, said
that the vehicles were taken hostage and
escorted into the bush and that when
local people saw them, they alerted the
authorities.

The Congolese army and park
guards for Virunga National Park came
to the rescue, he said.

“There was an exchange of fire. The
attackers fired at the bodyguard and the
ambassador,” the governor said, adding
that the ambassador later died from his
wounds. Attanasio, a 43-year-old career
diplomat, leaves a wife and three young
children. The attack, a few kilometers
north of the regional capital of Goma,
was just next to the Virunga National
Park. Last month gunmen shot and
killed at least six rangers in the
Rutshuru area of the park.

Marie Tumba Nzenza, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, sent her condolences
and promised the Italian government
that the Congolese government would
do all it could to investigate and find out
who is behind the killings. AP

Health Organization pleaded with
rich countries on Monday to check
before ordering additional Covid-
19 vaccine shots for themselves
whether that undermines efforts to
get vaccine shots to poorer nations.

Wealthy nations have snapped
up several billion vaccine doses
while some countries in the devel-
oping world have little or none.

European nations have given
financial support to the U.N.-
backed COVAX effort to get vac-
cines to the world's most vulnera-
ble people and are
considering sharing some of their
own doses — though they haven't
specified when.

On Friday, leaders of the Group
of Seven industrial powers said
they would accelerate global vaccine
development and deployment and
support “affordable and equitable
access to vaccines” and treatments
for COVID-19. They cited a col-
lective USD 7.5 billion from the G-
7 to UN.-backed efforts.

WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
thanked the G-7 countries for their
“significant” pledges.

But he said after talks Monday
with German President Frank-

Walter Steinmeier that “even if you
have the money, if you cannot use
the money to buy vaccines ... hav-
ing the money doesn't mean any-
thing”

He said some rich countries'
approaches to manufacturers to
secure more vaccines are “affecting
the deals with COVAX, and even
the amount that was allocated for
COVAX was reduced because of
this” He didn't name those coun-
tries or give other details.

Tedros added that rich coun-
tries need to “cooperate in respect-
ing the deals that COVAX did” and
make sure before they seek more
vaccines that their requests don't
undermine those deals.

“But I don't think they're ask-
ing that question,” he said.

Tedros, who has previously
warned that the world faces a “cat-
astrophic moral failure” if COVID-
19 vaccines are not distributed
fairly, said he understands the
political pressures leaders in high-
income countries face.

They should, he added, tell vot-
ers that “the best way to protect you
is not only to vaccinate you, but vac-
cinate the rest of the world, share
the vaccine with the rest of the
world” AP

Dubai: The belly of the Emirates plane
that touched down in Dubai early Sunday
from Brussels was stuffed with precious
cargo: tens of thousands of doses of the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.

The arrival was part of an effort by
the Middle East's biggest airline to pivot
from shuttling people to shipping cargo
— and grabbing a central role in the glob-
al vaccine delivery race.

As the coronavirus pandemic con-
tinues to clobber the aviation industry,
the disaster has hit long-haul carriers like
Emirates hardest. So the airline is ferry-
ing around the very substance it hopes
will get passengers back into its seats and
revive the flagging travel sector.

Over the weekend, workers scurried
around the tarmac at the Dubai
International Airport, unloading sever-
al aluminum containers crammed with
vaccine vials and dry ice into a vast flo-
rescent-lit cargo terminal.

The key transit hub, previously used
for the global shipment of pharmaceu-
ticals, is now at the center of a growing
vaccine supply network based in the
United Arab Emirates.

State-owned carrier Emirates already
has delivered millions of doses to Latin
America, South Africa and Egypt from
major manufacturing hubs in India and
elsewhere. AP

Beijing: China on Monday
expressed its support for India
in hosting this year's BRICS
summit and said it will work
with New Delhi to strengthen
the cooperation among the five-
member grouping of emerging
economies.

India has assumed the
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, South  Africa)
Chairmanship for 2021 and is set
to hold this year's summit.

On February 19, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
launched India's BRICS 2021
website at the BRICS Secretariat
at Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in
New Delhi. Asked about India
assuming  the  BRICS
Chairmanship this year, China's
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin told a media
briefing here that Beijing backs
New Delhi in hosting the sum-
mit. “The BRICS is a coopera-
tion mechanism with global

influence consisting of emerging
economies and developing
countries. In recent years, it has
seen greater solidarity and deep-
er practical cooperation and
greater influence,” Wang said.

BRICS is now a “positive,
stable and constructive force” in
international affairs, he said,
adding that China attaches
importance to this mechanism.

“We are committed to deep-
ening strategic partnership with-
in it to consolidate solidarity and
cooperation,” Wang said.

“We support India hosting
this year's meeting and will
work with it and other members
to strengthen communication
dialogue and consolidate the
three-pillar cooperation, expand
BRICS plus cooperation and
work for greater progress under
BRICS and also help the world
to defeat Covid-19, resume eco-
nomic growth and improve
global governance,” he said. PTI

NOTICE
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
No. RMSA/School Safety/1212/2019/4551

Date: 22/02/2021

bl
Govt. of Bihar

L) DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
SUPAUL COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING, SUPAUL
Beena Road, Ward No. — 24, Supaul - 852131
Website:-www.scesupaul.org and Email id: supaulcollege@gmail.com
SHORT TERMNOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Through e-Procurement mode only on www.eproc.bihar.gov.in
Tender Notice:- SCE/E-TEN/01/2020-21

Yangon: Protesters gathered in
Myanmar's biggest city on Monday

E-tenders are invited from reputed and experienced OEMS/Bidders under two bid
systemn for supply of equipmentsfor laboratories of the departments of Civil,
Mechamcal Elecmcal and ECE of Supaul Coflege of Engineering, Supaul.

despite the ruling junta's threat to use
lethal force against people who join
a general strike against the military's
takeover three weeks ago.

T [ Tender Processing Fee(Non- | More than 1,000 protesters gath-
Costof | Refundable) (inclusive of Eamiat ered near the U.S. Embassy in Yangon
[ Fetimated | tender | seviceta Q1SN tabapald | L despite barriers blocking the way, but
ShRO: || Secpent werk soss el documen. | throughe paymentoade | ppsiin left to avoid a confrontation after 20
rupees) t(in (Le. NEFT/RTGS Net Banking. | 500 il ks with riof poli wved
rupees] | CreditCard Debitcard) in | P military trucks with riot police arrivex
Rupees) nearby. Protests continued in other
1 | Quotation for supgly of parts of the city, including next to Sule
| equipments for labaratories of | NA Rs. 1000 | Rs, 1180 Rs. 20,000 Pagoda, a traditional gathering
| civil Engineering D point.
2 | Ouottionforsipply Factories, workplaces and shops
| oicauipments far lboraiares | yy; R5.1000 | s 1180 Rs. 20,000 were shuttered across the country
| of Mechanical Engineering .
| Deparment Monday in response to the call for a
T | wotation for supgly of nationwide strike. The closings
| equipments for laboratories of | NA Rs.1000 | Rs. 1180 Rs. 20,000 extended to the capital, Naypyitaw.
| Electricalk ECE Department The junta had warned against a

| Tender Program:

general strike in a public announce-

AFP No. Date of Publication

ment Sunday night on state television

]

Period ofsale of Bid Document
3 | Last Date & Time for submission of Bids

11.03.2021upto 12:30 PM

01.03.2021 to 10.03.2021 on http/fwww.eproc.bikar.govin

broadcaster MRT'V.
“It is found that the protesters

-

Date of pre-bid conference

Road, Ward No- 24, Supaul- 852131)

03.03.2021( M- Supaul College of Engineering , Supaul, Beena

have raised their incitement towards
riot and anarchy mob on the day of

Bid validty period

One Year

22 February. Protesters are now incit-

o |

(Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bids

Oviginal copy of the EMD and DD as the cost of the bid and
| affidavit shall be submitted at address mentioned.

12 03 !021 at 10: ED ™

ll..CB 2021 upto 5:00 PM [At- Supaul Coll.ege of Engineering ,

Protests swell after Myanmar
junta raises specter of force

ing the people, especially emotional
teenagers and youths, to a con-
frontation path where they will suf-
fer the loss of life,” the onscreen text
said in English, replicating the spo-
ken announcement in Burmese.

The junta's statement also blamed
criminals for past protest violence,
with the result that “the security force
members had to fire back” Three pro-
testers have been fatally shot. Trucks
cruised the streets of Yangon on
Sunday night, blaring similar warn-
ings.

The protest movement, which
seeks to restore power to the elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi and
have her and other leaders released
from detention, has embraced non-
violence.

The nationwide strike was
dubbed Five-Twos, for the five num-
ber twos in the numeric form of
Monday's date.

“I am joining the 22222 nation-
wide protest as a citizen of the coun-
try. We must join the protest this time
without fail,” said 42-year-old Zayar,

who owns a bottled water business in
the capital. “So I've closed down my
factory and joined the demonstra-
tion”

Zin Mi Mi Aung, a 27-year-old
saleswoman, also joined the strike.
“We don't want to be governed by the
regime,” she said as people marched
and chanted behind her. “We will
fight against them until we win?”
Thousands of people gathered in the
capital's wide boulevards, many on
motorbikes to allow swift movement
in the event of any police action.

Reports and photos of protests,
some very large, in at least a dozen
cities and towns were posted on social
media.

There were pictures of a partic-
ularly colorful event in Taunggyi, the
capital of Shan State, where scores of
small red hot-air balloons were set
aloft.

A bigger one was adorned with
a drawing of the three-finger salute
adopted by the anti-coup move-
ment. The city is famous for its annu-
al hot-air balloon festival. AP

This is an invitation to submit an Expression of interest from party(s)

for implementation of Centrally Sponsored Scheme for providing

Orientation Programme for Teachers on School Safety & Security” of

secondary schools across Assam through e-procurement system of

Govt. of Assam i.e. https:/fassamtenders.gov.in

Detailed Eol document may be seen at https://assamtenders.gov.in

for eligibility conditions, technical evaluation criteria, scope of work,

Eol terms and conditions etc. The Eol document can be purchased

by registering at hitps://assamtenders.qgov.in from 23/02/2021 to

04/03/2021, 14:00 hours and making payment of non-refundable Eol

processing fee of Rs.5,000/- (Rupees five thousand) only in the form

of DD/Banker cheque in favour of Mission Director, RMSA, Assam

payable at Guwahati.

The Eolis to be submitted online through e-procurement portal of

Govt. of Assam i.e. hitps://assamtenders.gov.in only on or before

04/03/2021, 14:00 hours.

Details of Eol:

1.Rs.12,04 860/- [Twelve Lakhs Four Thousand Eight Hundred and
Sixty Only] as Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) have to submit in
favour of Mission Director, RMSA, Assam payable at Guwahati.

2.The Eol can be downloaded from the website https://
assamtenders.gov.in.

3.The proposal has to be submitted as described in the Eol.

4,Submission start date : 24/02/2021 at 12.00 Noon.

5.Last dateftime for submission : 04/03/2021 at 2.00 P.M.

6.Date of opening of Eol : 04/03/2021 at 3.00 P.M.

RMSA, Assam reserves the right to amend or cancel the Eol without

assigning any notice or reason thereof. Moreover, in case of non-

availability of sufficient bidder (or less than three bidders), authority

has the right to take decision without prior notice.

Sdi-Executive Director,
RMSA, Assam Kahilipara, Guwahati-19

)

Datee & Time of Opaning of Financial Bids

in

To be announced later by competent autherity only on

Thousands evacuated

« For support related to
Nagar,

www.eproc.bihar.gov.in

ing process, bidd

* “Tender Processing fee is mandatory to be paid though online mode i.e. Internet
Payment gateway (NEFT/RTGS/Net Banking, Credit Card/ Debit card)”

« “Bids along with necessary online payments must be submitted through e-
Procurement portal www.eproc.bihar .gov.in before the date and time specified in
the NIT. The department doesn't take any responsibility for the delay/Non
Submision of Tender/Non Reconciliation of online payment caused due to Non-
availability of Internet Connection, Network Traffic/Holidays or any other reason”.

may contact at following address
“e-procurement HELP DESK , First Floor, plot No.- M/22, Road No.- 25, Sri Krishna
Bank of India Compound, Patna-800001, Contact No.:
2523006;7542028164" Vendor may visit the link “Vendor Info”

0612-

officials said on Monday.

Agency have been deployed.

floods in Indonesia’s West Java

Bekasi (Indonesia):Thousands of residents are being
evacuated on the outskirts of Indonesia's capital amid
flooding after the Citarum River embankment broke,

Bekasi district in Indonesia's West Java province
have experienced flooding since Saturday because of
heavy rain. “Some embankments are broken, not only
from the river embankment but also from the irri-
gation embankments,” Public Works and Housing
Minister Basuki Hadimuljono said Monday.

Rescuers from the National Search and Rescue

amid

children.

rity bureau said.

Libya: Over 150 migrants
freed in raid on traffickers

Cairo: Libyan authorities say they have raided a secret prison
in a southeastern city used by human traffickers and freed
atlast 156 African migrants - including 15 women and five

The raid in the city of Kufra took place on Sunday after
a migrant managed to escape a house-turned-prison last
week and reported to authorities that he and other migrants
were held and tortured by traffickers there, the Kufra secu-

Security forces arrested at least six traffickers and referred
them to prosecutors for further investigation, the bureau said.
The migrants, who are from Somalia, Eritrea, and Sudan,

) yog/CFI5229/20

SEAIIBII FOR MISSING BOY

il General public is here by informed that one
pr 1| Boy Namely: Anmol Singh, S/o Nanak Singh,
i Rlo H. No. 87, Vikas Vihar, Nihal Vinar, Delhi.
‘ Age: 20 years, Height: 51", Complexion:
- Fair, Face: Lang, Wearing: Pink T-shirt, Black
Lower and whtie shoes in feet has been
missing / kidnapped since 05.12.2020 form
the area of PS. Nihal Vihar.
In this regard a DD No. 34-A dated 07.12.2020 has been
registered at P.S. Nihal Vihar, Delhi,
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out

Iaddend

« Any Corrigend or date

ion notice will be given on the e-

Raditya Jati, spokesperson for the National

were freed and taken to the shelter center where they were

information about this Boy but no clue has come to light so far.

procurement website (www.eproc.bihar.gov.in) only.
For further details please visit website: state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

Disaster Mitigation Agency, said that more than 28,000
residents in four villages in Bekasi district and 34 vil-

given food, clothes, and blankets.
The raid shows the perils that refugees and migrants face

Any person having any information or clue about this Boy kindly
inform to the following.

Principal

PR- 013216 (Sci. & Tech.) 2020-21

| College of Engi Sup
o wem ki

lages in Karawang district are affected by the floods.
At least 4,184 people are being evacuated.
Thousands of houses in the area are covered with
100 to 250 centimeters (40 to 100 inches) of water and
AP

are without power.

in conflict-stricken Libya, which has emerged as a major
transit point for African and Arab migrants fleeing war and
poverty to Europe. Libya has descended into chaos follow-
ing the 2011 uprising that toppled and killed longtime dic-
tator Moammar Gadhafi. AP

E-Mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Fax: 011-24368639

Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

SHO

PS. Nihal Vihar, Delhi

Ph. 011-25946700, 25946710
DP/607/0D/2021
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Investors lose 33.

B

PTI W NEW DELHI

Investor wealth slumped by
Rs 3.7 lakh crore on Monday,
as the equity market recorded
its biggest single-day fall in two
months.

At the close of trade, the
total market capitalisation of
BSE listed companies eroded
by Rs 3,71,883.82 crore to Rs
2,00,26,498.14 crore.

The total market capitali-
sation of BSE listed companies
stood at Rs 2,03,98,381.96 crore
on February 19 .

Spiralling lower for the
fifth straight session, the Sensex

plummeted 1,145 points or
2.25 per cent to close at
49,744.32. The broader NSE
Nifty sank 306.05 points or 2.04
per cent to finish at 14,675.70.

“The market failed to
show resilience to stay above
the Nifty 50 Index level of
14,750. While it is subject to
further price action evolution,
the technical factors shifted
today to support a further cor-

rection in the future) said
Ashis Biswas, Head of
Technical Research at

CapitalVia Global Research
Limited.
Biswas further said any

1L cr as markets tank

Global shares mostly lower as
investors wary over stimulus

AP W TOKYO

Global shares were mostly
lower on Monday, with
Japan’s benchmark rising but
most others slipping despite
hopes for a recovery from the
coronavirus pandemic with
the global rollout of vaccines.

France’s CAC 40 slipped
1.1 per cent in early trading to
5,708.39, while Germany’s
DAX dove 1.3 per cent to
13,816.87. Britain's FTSE 100
declined 1.1 per cent to
6,554.12. U.S. Shares were to
open lower, with the future

corrective wave down should
find support around 14,500-
14,300.

“Traders are refraining
from building a new buying
position until we witness a

contract for the Dow indus-
trials sliding 0.7 per cent to
31,224. The S&amp;P 500
future fell nearly 1 per cent to
3,865.12.

Benchmarks rose in Japan
but fell in South Korea,
Australia and China. Investors
remain focused on the future
of global economies badly hit
by COVID-19 and when and
whether there will be enough
stimulus to fix it.

But the U.S. USD 1.9 tril-
lion economic package pro-
posed by President Joe Biden
also heralds hope for export-

correction till 14,300-14,500
level. The volatility is observed
to expand in today’s trading
session indicating profit book-
ing and stock distribution at a
higher market level,” he noted.

reliant regional economies.

Japan's benchmark Nikkei
225 gained 0.5 per cent to fin-
ish at 30,156.03.

South Korea’s Kospi
dipped 0.9 per cent to 3,079.75.
Australia’s S&amp;P/ASX 200
edged 0.2 per cent lower to
6,780.90. Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng fell 1.1 per cent to
30,319.83, while the Shanghai
Composite dropped 1.5 per
cent to 3,642.44.

Japan began administering
vaccines for COVID-19 last
week.

Sector-wise, BSE energy,
realty, IT, teck, auto and capi-
tal goods indices skidded up to
2.92 per cent, while metal and
basic materials ended with
gains.

Jet Airways stock jumps 5 pc as
Jalan Kalrock Consortium expects
to restart Jet in 4-6 months

PTI W NEW DELHI

Sha.res of grounded airline Jet
Airways surged nearly 5 per
cent on Monday after Murari
Lal Jalan of Jalan-Kalrock con-
sortium said that they expect to
restart operations of the
defunct airline in four to six
months after receiving approval
from the NCLT or its resolution
plan.

After opening in the
green, the airline’s share rose
4.98 per cent to hit the upper
circuit limit of Rs 114.90 on the
BSE.

The scrip hit its upper
trading limit on the NSE as well
with a gain of 4.98 per cent to
Rs 114.95.

Jet Airways, the once-sto-
ried full-service carrier was

grounded in early 2019 and
subsequently is undergoing
proceedings under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC).

Against the backdrop of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) likely to take
a final call on the resolution
plan for the airline, the winning
consortium’s lead member
Murari Lala Jalan told PTI
that “everything is on track” as
far as the revival efforts for the
carrier are concerned.

Stressing that he is very
positive about the Indian avi-
ation sector, which is recover-
ing from the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic, Jalan
said that initially Jet Airways
will resume flying with around
25 aircraft.

Monthly collections in retail pools of NBFCs,

HFCs touch pre-moratorium

PTI W MUMBAI

Domestic rating agency Icra
on Monday said the
monthly collections, includ-
ing overdues in its rated retail
loan pools originated largely by
NBFCs and HFCs, have
reached pre-moratorium levels
as of December 2020.
However, for its rated
microfinance players, collec-
tions are yet to reach the pre-
moratorium levels.

In March last year, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
had announced moratorium on
repayment of term loans in
order to provide relief to bor-
rowers impacted by the
COVID-19 related disruptions.
Initially, the moratorium was
allowed till May 31 but was
later extended till August 31.

The agency in a report

said the rebound in collections
of retail loan pools originated
largely by non-bank finance
companies and housing finance
players has been augmented by
the focused recovery efforts,
increased use of advanced dig-
ital platforms/payment gate-
ways by borrowers.

The rebound in economic
and business activities has also
improved borrowers’ repay-
ment capability, it said.

The monthly collection
efficiency in the agency’s rated
home loan (HL) and loan
against property (LAP) pools
demonstrated sturdy perfor-
mance during the moratorium
period.

Its rated CV and SME loan
pools have also shown a steady
recovery

in collections till December
2020 on account of deployment

Evel.

lcra

of additional resources and
staffs towards collections along
with adoption of new digital/IT
technologies by the originators
and rebound in business activ-
ities.

Icra’s Vice President and
Head (structured finance rat-
ings) Abhishek Dafria said
despite the presence of preva-
lent challenges such as local
political hindrances and natural
calamities in the microfinance
segment, the collections in
ICRA-rated microfinance pools
saw a healthy recovery after
dipping to the lower single dig-
its in April 2020.

However, the collections
have yet not achieved the pre-
moratorium level due to polit-
ical interferences especially in
North-Eastern states like
Assam as well as recent floods
in certain geographies.

CCI approves stake purchase by
Panatone Finvest in "Tata Comm

New Delhi:The Competition
Commission of India (CCI) on
Monday said it has approved
acquisition of shares of Tata
Communications Ltd (TCL) by
Panatone Finvest Ltd.

The proposed deal envis-
ages acquisition of sharehold-
ing not exceeding 26.12 per
cent by Panatone Finvest Ltd in
Tata Communications Ltd
(erstwhile VSNL).

Panatone Finvest Ltd is a
non-deposit taking core invest-
ment arm of Tata Sons.

The Government of India
looks to divest its 26.12 per cent
equity stake in TCL. The

Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) on
30 December 2020 approved
sale of stake in TCL.

After the acquisition of
shares, Panatone Finvest would
increase its shareholding from
48.87 per cent to such share-
holding not exceeding 74.99
per cent”Commission approves
acquisition of shares of Tata
Communications Limited by
Panatone  Finvest (A
Systematically Important Non-
Deposit  Taking Core
Investment Company of Tata
Sons),” the fair trade regulator
said in a tweet.

The CCI also approved
acquisition of glass packaging
business of Piramal Glass and
shareholding in its subsidiaries,
Vivid Glass Trading & certain
businesses of Ansapack Pvt
Ltd, by PGP Glass -- an affili-
ate of Blackstone Group.

The fair trade regulator
also approved the acquisition of
certain shareholding in API
Holdings by CDPQ Private
Equity Asia. “Commission
approves acquisition of certain
shareholding in API Holdings
by CDPQ Private Equity Asia,”
CClI said in a tweet.

Gold gains %278 to 346,013/10 gms;
silver jumps 265 to T68,587/kg

PTI W NEW DELHI

PTI

Gold prices in the national
capital jumped Rs 278 to
Rs 46,013 per 10 grams on
Monday, supported by recovery
in international prices even as
rupee appreciation capped the
price of the precious metal,
according to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal had
closed at Rs 45,735 per 10
grams in the previous trade.

In tandem, silver prices
witnessed an increase of Rs 265
to Rs 68,587 per kg on Monday,
compared with its previous
close of Rs 68,322.

HDEFC Securities Senior

Analyst (Commodities) Tapan
Patel said, “Spot gold prices for
24 carat gold at Delhi traded up
by Rs 278 reflecting gains in
global gold prices despite of
sharp rupee appreciation”

The Indian rupee gained
16 paise and settled at 72.49
against the US dollar on
Monday.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading lower at
USD 1774 an ounce, while sil-
ver was also down at USD
26.94 an ounce.

Gold prices traded firm on
dollar decline and weak equi-
ty indices on pandemic wor-
ries.

I-T Department
conducts raids
on Pune-based
group locations

IANS B NEW DELHI

Income Tax Department car-
ried out search and seizure
operations last week at 34 dif-
ferent locations across
Mabharashtra on a group based
in Pune’s Sangamner whose
entities are largely engaged in
packaging and sale of tobacco
and related products, genera-
tion and distribution of power,
FMCGs sale, and real estate
development.

During the course of the
search operation, hand-written
notes and Excel sheets main-
tained on computers revealed
unrecorded cash sale transac-
tions amounting to Rs 243
crore related to sale of tobacco.
In addition to this, action on
some dealers in tobacco prod-
ucts revealed further unrecord-
ed sale by them amounting to
Rs 40 crore approximately, the
I-T Dept said in a statement.

The group was also accept-
ing and paying cash over and
above the registration value in
transactions relating to real
estate. Evidence of transac-
tions amounting to Rs 18 crore
was found in this regard. Issues
relating to violations of section
50C of the Income Tax Act,
1961 amounting to Rs 23 crore
have also been found, the state-
ment added.

General Public is hereby informed that
one boy Namely: Naveen Kumar, S/o:
Baccha Singh,
Bazar Road, Chander Vihar, Delhi has
been missing/kidnapped since
26.12.2020 from the area of PS. Nihal
Vihar, Delhi. In this regard a case vide
DD No. 50-A dated 27.12.2020 has

been registered at PS. Nihal Vihar,

Delhi. The description of the missing/

R/o: A-45, Sunday

Ph-I,

RAM KISHAN

under:-

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General publicis hereby informed thata
person (depicted in the photo),
Namely: Ram Kishan Sfo : Sh. Vinod
Kumar Rfo : H. No. G-13, Vijay Vihar
Delhi has been missing since
12.02.2021 from the jurisdiction of P.S.
Vijay Vihar, Delhi. In this regard a case
vide DD No. 75A dated 13.02.2021 has
been lodged at Police Station Vijay
Vihar, Delhi His physical description is as

Petrol, diesel rates
unchanged for 2nd
consecutive day

IANS B NEW DELHI

Amid pressure to check the
fuel price rise, oil market-
ing companies on Monday
decided to keep petrol and
diesel prices unchanged on
Monday for the second con-
secutive day.

Accordingly, petrol con-
tinues to be priced at Rs 90.58
alitre and diesel Rs 80.97 a litre
in the national capital.

Across the country as well
the petrol and diesel price
remained stable after rising
for 12 consecutive days till
Saturday.

During this phase of price
rise (in the last 12 days since
February 9), the price has gone
up by Rs 3.63 per litre for petrol
while diesel rate has risen by Rs
3.84 a litre in Delhi.

The increase in the previ-
ous weeks has taken petrol to
cross historic high levels of Rs
100 a litre in several cities
across the country.

In Mumbai, petrol price is
just Rs 3 per litre short (Rs 97
a litre) of touching the three
digit mark of Rs 100 per litre
for the very first time ever.
Diesel price in the city is clos-
ing on Rs 90 a litre (Rs 88.06 a
litre).

In all other metros, petrol
is over Rs 90 a litre mark while
diesel is well over Rs 80 a litre.
Premium petrol has crossed Rs
100 per litre mark in several
cities of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra a
few days back.

The steady fuel price has
followed the softening of glob-
al oil prices (both product and
crude) in the last few days.
After crossing $ 65 a barrel
mark in earlier week, it is
around $ 63 a barrel now.

Since fuel prices are bench-
marked to a 15-day rolling
average of global refined prod-
ucts’ prices and dollar exchange
rate, pump prices can be
expected to remain north-
bound over the next few days
even if crude hovers at the cur-
rent level or falls.

The petrol and diesel prices
have increased 24 times in
2021 with the two auto fuels
increasing by Rs 6.87 and Rs
7.10 per litre respectively so far
this year.

money

HINDU RAO HOSPITAL OF NORTH DMC GETS ULTRA
LOW DEEP FREEZER TO STORE CORONA VACCINE
Aircom Engineering on Monday donated an ultra low deep freezer to
store the Corona vaccine at Hindu Rao Hospital. On the occasion
Mayor of North Delhi Municipal Corporation Jai Prakash and SDMC
Councillor Radhika Phogat were present as the chief guest. During
the function Medical Superintendent of Hindu Rao Hospital Dr Annu
Kapoor and other senior officers of North Delhi Municipal
Corporation were also present. On the occasion, Mayor Jai Prakash
thanked the Aircom Engineering Company for donating the ultra low
deep freezer to the Hindu Rao Hospital and SDMC Councillor,
Radhika Phogat for her support.

NTPC BAGS 4 AWARDS AT PRSI NATIONAL AWARDS 2020

New Delh: NTPC Ltd, India’s largest energy integrated company,
bagged four awards at the Public Relations Society of India (PRSI)
National Awards 2020 in a virtual award ceremony . NTPC corporate
communications team was awarded for the exemplary work done by
them throughout the year. Chief Guests Baby Rani Maurya,
Honorable Governor Uttarakhand and Ramesh Pokhriyal, Honorble
Union Education Minister, presented the awards to the winners.
NTPC Scope won the first prize for the comic book Meet The Bijlees
in the special/prestigious publication category. NTPC Scope also
bagged the second prize for the best Corporate Film category in
English. NTPC Mouda received the third prize for its E-newsletter
while NTPC Unchahar and NTPC Simhadri were also awarded for
their work in CSR categories.

LIC OF INDIA LAUNCHES NEW PLAN- LIC’S BIMA JYOTI

Life Insurance Corporation of India has introduced LIC’s Bima Jyoti
a Non-Linked, Non-Participating, Individual, Savings Plan which
offers an attractive combination of protection and savings. This
plan provides guaranteed lumpsum payment at maturity and
financial support to the family in case of unfortunate death of the
policyholder during policy term. It can be purchased Offline through
agent /other intermediaries as well as Online directly through
website www.licindia.in. Guaranteed Additions at the rate of Rs. 50
per thousand basic sum assured will be added to the policy at the
end of each policy year.

2ND PHASE OF RASHTRIYA SANSKRITI MAHOTSAV
TO BE CELEBRATED AT DARJEELING

The second phase of the Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav will be
inaugurated by the Union Minister of State for Culture & Tourism
(Independent Charge) Prahlad Singh Patel on Februrary 22 at Raj
Bhawan in Darjeeling, West Bengal. The festival is being held from
22nd February to 24th February. The Governor of West Bengal,
Jagdeep Dhankhar, will grace the closing ceremony on 24th
February 2021. The Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav is organised to
promote the spirit of Ek Bharat Sreshtha Bharat.

ADVANGE SALARY SERVICE MOBILE APP FOR FINANCIALLY
STRESSED EMPLOYEES

New Delhi: Valyu.ai, a fintech startup, has unveiled an advance
salary service on its mobile app available on Google Play. "Indian
employees can be stressed by short term financial needs for medical
expenses, EMIs, education fees or financial setbacks. This financial
stress affects employees’ morale, resulting in lower productivity,
resulting in lowered GDP. We want to cater to these employees who
require funds but in a safe and secure manner. These advances are
taken in consent with the employer, thereby ensuring the default
risks are low," said Gaurav Kumar, founder and chief technology
officer, Valyu.ai.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General Public
that Mr. Surender Dutt Sharma is owner of|

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Dr.

MIG Fial No. DAMDO3, Second Floor, Pockat
<A, Sector-D. Shalimar Bagh, Delhi, (the
said property” by viftue of sale deed dated
28.02.2006, Registration No, 3557, executed
by Mrs. Preeti Puri, ANl persons are hereby
informed that above mentioned owner want
take Loan from ICICI Bank Lid. against the
said property, if anybody has any objectionis
upon the ssu:l sale deed ! said property and its

PUBLIC_NOTICE
Knawn to all that my chient Shubham Shiikla s
mortgaging Plot no.49, euem Area T2sq.
yds., Mustil No. 31, Killa no, 2, Mustil
No. 33, Killa no. %, %, 1/3, 1;1 Ballabhgarh,
Faridabad with Satin Hous-ng Finance Ltd

executed by Satish Chand in favour of Paras)
Shukla registered with SR-Ballabgarh, vide doc|
no. 573 o dated 03,05, 1995 Police com plaint
was lodged with Haryana Police. 1t is informed|
that any deal with sabd lost deeds by any person|
except my sala client with sal |nsl|lut|o:|

PUBLIC NOTICE

kidnapped boy is as under: Age: 23 years, Height: 577,
Face: Round, Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing: Green
colour shirt, blue colour jeans and white colour shoes in
feet. Sincere efforts have been made by local police to
trace out the boy but no clue has come to light so far. Any
person having any information or clue about this boy
kindly inform to the following.
Website: http//cbi.nic.in
E-mail Id - cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/632/0D/2021

SHO
P.S. Nihal Vihar, Delhi
Ph.:011-25946710, 7065036129

Age: 24 Years, Height: 54",
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Long, Built
: Medium, Wearing: Blue & white colour T-shirt and pink colour
payjama & black colour shoes in feet.
Any person having any information/Clue about this missing
person, may inform SHO, Vijay Vihar, Delhi at E-mail Id —
cic{@cbi.gov.in or Website: http://cbi.nic.in o~

Phone: - )
011-24368638, 24368641 P.S. Vijay Vihar, Delhi
Rohini Distt., Delhi

Fax No. 011-24368639
DPI680/RD/2021 Ph. No. 011-27061294, 27061295

as nul
and void,If any person found saud deeds or i
having right In said property then he may|
contact and handover the same and apprise his
claim to undersigned and within 8 days of this|
publication For AD RE l&ﬁ‘-\

jCh. Mo, 760, Dwiska Coort, Sector-10),

General Public is hereby informed that Shri
Laxman Choudhary Sfo Late Dhanai
Choudhary and Smi Sumita Wio Shri
Laxman Choudhary both Rio Piot no.28, Gali
No.15. Siddarthi Enclave, Uttam Nagar,
Delhi, have severed all our relations with our
s0n Mukesh Choudhary and his wife Seema
Choudhary and hereby debarred them from
inheriting ‘any our properties movable and
immovable in all respects, and all
responsibiiies. They will have no right fitle or
any kind of charge on all our assets movable
and immovable.
Shanker Chhabra [Advocate)
M. 986815 5555

Public Notice

This i to inform general public thal Mr. Gautam
Chugh, Mr. Hirdesh Kumar Chugh & Mr.
Chaman Lal Goyal are the owners of “Property
MNo. RZ-D-1/252, land area measuring 100 Sq.
YYds., out of Khasra No. 892192, Saualed at Vikage-
Masirpur, in the Colony known as Mahavir
Enclave. Gali No. 05, New Delhi.", vide Sale Deed
dated 121122019 duly registered with the Sub-
Registrar-IX Dedhi, as Document No, 10199, Book
Mo. I Volume No. 10233, Page No. 70-T5, on
171212019, Now, Mr. Gautam Chugh, Mr.
Hirdesh Kumar Chugh & Mr. Chaman Lal Goyal
ane intending 1o sell “Third Floor, right hand side,
with roof rights” of the above said property to “Mr.
Hintendra Singh Bisht & Mrs. Deepti Bisht™ who
are marigaging the above said “Third Floor, right
hand side, with roaf rights of the above said
property” with Fullerton India Home Finance
Co. Ltd. & in case anyone has any objection, the
same may ba raised within a? days of this
publication fo Mr, Muneesh Dhawan/ Mr. Sudhir
Jain (Advocates), Law Vertas, Unit no 405, 4th
Floor, GD-ITL Northex Tower, (A-09), Netaji
Subhash Place, Delhi-110034 or contact at
06670717 2/08 18228635 (M)

p kindly |nlnrm the

Soheila Mostafavi Daughter of
Javed Mostafavi is applying to
the Secretary to the Government
of India in the Ministry of Home
Affairs for naturalization and that
any person who knows any reason
why naturalization should not be

address within 07 days of the pmssnl
Kumar &

In wiiting on the Deiow granted should send a written

signed statement of the facts to
the said Secretary.

209, find Fioar, D.inmdlmlnnmw(l( Daihi-15

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001
OA No. 368/2019 Date : 18.12.2020
CORPORATION BANK APPLICANT)|

ERSUS
M/S BALAJI FURNITURE PROPRIETOR RESPONDENT]
To, DEFENDANT
1. M/SBALAJIFURNITURE PROPRIETOR MR. NITIN NAGPAL
ADDRESS A-2 GANESH NAGAR PANDAV NAGAR COMPLEX DELHI
2. SMT. TANNIA NAGPAL W/O SH. NITIN NAGPAL I-126 SITUATED AT THE AABADI
OF LALITA PARK JAWAHAR PARK IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE KUREJI ILLAQA
SHAHDARADELHI-92.

Whereas the above named applicant(s) hasihave instituted a case for recovery of
Rs. 1,23,46,806/- (RUPEES ONE CRORE TWENTY THREE LAKH FORTY SIX
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND SIX ONLY) against you and whereas it has been
shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in the ordinary
way therefore, this notice is given by adverti directing you to make 2in
the Tribunal on 16.04.2021 At 10.30 A.M.
Take notice that in default of your appearance on the day before the mentioned, the case
will be heard and determined in your absence. “T . BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
FOR REGISTRAR, DRT-ll, DELHI

antty

s HINDUSTHAN URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE LIMITED

Regd. Office : 7° Floor, junga Bullding, 18, Road, New Delhi-110001
CIN: L313000L1959PLCO03141, Email: investors@hindusthan.co in
website: www.hindusthanurban.com, Phone no.: +31-11-23310001-05

NOTICE MEMBE|
Notice is herahygwen pulsuannu MeprwsmnsofSedwn 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 (the
“Act’), read with Cs and A Rules, 2014 (the"Rules”),

Secretarial Slandards on General Meelings, Regulation 47af |Listing obligations and Drscloser

ions, 2015 ("Listing ions”), General Circular No. 1472020 dated
Apnlﬂa 2020, Gemra.{‘.mda; No. 1772020 daled Aprl 13, 2020, General Circular No. 2272020
dated June 15, 2020 and General Circular No. 202021 dated January 13, 2021(the™™MCA
Circulars™) and any other applicable Laws and Reguéations, that the approval of the members of
the Company is being sought through a anl Ballot {mly through remote e-voling) for the
following business i be p

1. Aleration in obj L

2. Alteration in Liability clause of the Memorandum of Association

All members are hereby informed that:

1. The Company has on Monday, Fetwuary 22, 2021 sant the Postal Ballol Nofice by e-mail to
those shareholders who have reg their e-mail with the C yIRTA or
their respective Depository Participants. In view of the continuing circumstances due fo
COVID-18 ic requiring social di g and in i with the of
the MCA Circulars, hard copy of Postal Baliot Notice along with the Postal Baliot Forms and
pt&pand business reply envelope will not be sent fo the members for this Postal Ballot and

way of sp

ihi m

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that a
boy(depicted in the photo), Namely : Sahil
Slo : Dil Bahadur Rfo : D-40, Laxmi Park,
Nangloi, Delhi has been missing/ kidnapped
since 06.12.2020 from the area of P.S. Nihal
Vihar, Delhi. In this regard a case vide DD No.
88-A dated 09.12.2020 has been lodged at
Police Station Nihal Vihar, Delhi. His physical
description is as under =
57", Compl : Wheatish, Face:
Round, Wearing : Dark green coluor jacket - Dark Grey colour lower
and white colour shoes in feet.
Any person having any information/Clue about this Missing/
Kidnapped boy, may inform SHO, Nihal Vihar, Delhi at E-mail Id -
bi.gov.in or Website: http:/icbi.nic.in

SAHIL

Age : 23 Years, Heigl

SHO &
Phone: P.S. Nihal Vihar, Delhi O
011-24368638, 24368641 Outer Distt., Delhi 3
Fax No. 011-24368639 Ph. No. 011-25946700, 25946‘!1 08

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General Public is hereby informed that
one person Namely: Baljeet Singh,
Slo: Gurdyal Singh, Rlo: A-80C, Near
Koyla Tall, Chander Vihar, Delhi, Age:
48 Years, Height: 5'5", Complexion:
Wheatish, Face: Long, Wearing: Grey
Kurta-Pajama-Blue Jacket and Shoes
in Feet has been missing/kidnapped
since 25.11.2020 from the area of P.S.
Nihal Vihar, Delhi. In this regard DD No.
109-A, Dated 26.11.2020, has been
lodged at P.S. Nihal Vihar, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing/kidnapped person but no clue has come to light so
far. If anyone have any information about this missing/kidnapped
person please inform the undersigned.

Web-site : http://cbi.nic.in

E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-23011334

BALJEET SINGH

SHO
P.S. Nihal Vihar, Delhi

DP/610/0D/2021 Ph.: 011-25946700, 25946710

Public Notice
This is fo inform public that “Mr. Kuldeep Kumar®
is the awner of the Property No. B-48-A, area
measuring 50 Sq. Yds.. Out of Rect. 05,
Khasra Kila No, 17, Saualed at Village-Kakrola,
Colony-Patal Gardan, New Deaihi, Vide Sale Dead
dated 27.03.2006 {Doc. No. 4149), Mr, Kuldeep
Kumar had misplaced 1. Original GPA dated
13.08.1983, ATS & Will executad by Mr. Dooji
Singh in favour of Mrs. Rahisha Begum, 2. Oniginal
GPA, ATS dated 28.01.1285 & Wil executed by
Mrs. Rahisha Begum in favour of Mr. Bahadur
Chand, 3. Oniginal GPA, ATS & Will dated
05.08.19%4 exaculed by Mr. Bahadur Chand in
favour of Mr. Nand Kishore, 4. Original Regd. GPA
dated 14.08.2002, ATS & Wil executed by Mr
Nand Kishore in favour of Mrs. Bimla Devi, 5.
Original Sale Deed dated 01.02.2006 exscuted by
Mirs. Bimka Dewiin favour of Mrs. Reetu Goel. (Doc
No. 1484, SRO-IX), Anyone who find the above
said documents shall handover the same 1o the
Manages of Fullerton India Homa Finance Co.
Ltd. having its office at 2nd & 3rd Floor, WZ 115-
A, Meonakshi Garden, Near Subhash Nagar
Metro Station, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-110018.
Mr. Kuldeep Kumar is Selling the above said
property fo Mr. Kuldeep Singh & Mrs. Rekha who
are mortgaging this property with Fullerton India
Home Finance Co. Lid. In case anyone has
objection regarding marigage of the said property,
the same may be raised within 07 days to Mr.
Muneash Dhawan. Mr. Sudhir Jain (Advocales),
Law Veritas, Unit no 405, 4th Fioor, GD-ITL
Northex Tower, (A-09), Netaji Subhash Place,
Delhi-110034 or coniacl al S06ETOTIT2/

9818228636 M

holders are required o communicate their assent or dissent through remole e-voling
system only.

2. The Company is pleased to offer it the facility to cast their vole by
through e—vnhng facility provided by National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL') in
compliance with the Act and the Listing Regulations. The voting through remate e-voting shall
commence a1 9.00 am, (IST) on Tuesday, February 23, 2021 and ends at 5,00 p.m. (IST) on
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 The: NSDLthereafter.
The cut-off date for g right of voting of is Friday, February 12,2021,
. The Board of Dure:mrsoﬂne Company has appointed Mr. Kapoor Chand Garg, Proprietor of

Wis. KCG & Company ies, New Delhi as izer for ing thee-
wvoling in fair and transparent manner.
The Postal Ballot Notice has been hosted on the website of the Company viz
www.hindusthanurban com under Investor relationship section and on website of the NSDL
ttps:{www. evoling nsdl.com.

g Platform

&=

[

B. The updates of the F'usial Ballut are also 1o the Stock E where the
shares of fh pany viewed al www,bseindia.com
7. The results of e-voling ith will ba d on Thursday, March

25, 2021 through the websn!e of the Dumpan;.' www hindusthanurban.com and will also be
mmrnumr:ated toBSE Lxrnlted
8. Th

fore-
th have

ilable in the Notice and atso hitps:iiwww.evoting nsdl.com. In
e or issues regarding e-voling, please refer Frequently
.ﬁ.sked Questions (FAQs) for Sharehoiders and e-voling user manual for shareholders

180022390 or send a request to Mr. .Amlt\-"shal SEmur Manager, NSOL at mfmm'
(2224994360 or at evoling.nsdl.co.in. For ofher query! grievances please contact the RTAal
Skyline Financial Services Limited, D-153 A, I Floor, Okhla Industrial Area, Phase-l, New
Delhi-110020, virensi@skylinarta.com/ 011-41044923 By Order of the Board
For Hindusthan Urban Infrastructure Limited
Sd-

M. L Birmiwala

President - Finance & Secretary

FCS No. 1037

Date : February 22, 2021
Place : New Delhi
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Stand up for
your back

Do you spend a lot of time working from home or using elec-
tronic gadgets? Do you have neck pain owing to the con-
stant usage of electronic devices such as computers, laptops, or
phones? Are you sleeping in the wrong position or lifting heavy
objects? Then, you will be shocked to know that all these habits
can aggravate your back and neck pain. This will further rob your
peace of mind by giving you a tough time. Thus, you will have
to adhere to some vital strategies that will allow you to get rid
of your back and neck pain. Read on to know more about this
and follow these essential tricks without delaying further.
There is a constant rise in the cases of back and neck pain
and that unbearable pain can disrupt your life. You will be unable
to do your daily chores owing to that notorious back and neck
pain. One may encounter back pain due to the sedentary lifestyle
(constant sitting), improper posture (leaning over your comput-
er or hunching over the table), muscle sprain, or ligament strain.
Likewise, poor sleeping habits, poor posture, and neck injury can
invite neck pain. Though the unlock phase has begun, the pan-
demic is not over yet and many people are still working from
home, and this has also led to
the spurt in back and neck pain
cases. In most cases, the back
and neck pain will go away on

Avoid hunching
while working on the

computer as it can
raise the risk of neck
and back pain. Try to
adjust your monitor
at eye level. Use
appropriate chairs
and don’t bend your
knees. Keep
standing in between
your work

I

its own by simple measures.
But, if your condition is wors-
ening then you will have to opt
for proper treatment that will
allow you to ease your back and
neck pain.

Here are a few solutions to
help you get back on track

Improve your posture:
This is a vital step in managing
back and neck pain. If you are
one of them who frequently
uses a phone or computer then

adjust your positions. Avoid

hunching while working on the
computer as it can raise your risk of neck and back pain. Try to
adjust your monitor at eye level. Use appropriate chairs and don’t
bend your knees. Keep standing in between your work. Avoid
tucking your phone between your ears. You can use headphones
instead or even a speakerphone and prevent back and neck pain.

Do not lift heavy objects: Do you constantly tend to pick
up heavyweight objects? Then, you are doing it all wrong! Do
not carry heavy bags with a laptop, suitcase, or even grocery bags
over your shoulder. In case, you are lifting heavy bags then try
to distribute the weight equally on both shoulders. You must also
squat while lifting the heavy objects from the floor and try to
hold those objects close to your body.

Take frequent short breaks: Do you have an erratic work
from home schedule? Then try to stand up between your work
routine. It is recommended to take a short break after every 30-
40 minutes.This will help you deal with back and neck pain. Try
to stretch in between the work. Sitting for long hours is a strict
no no. Also, do not forget to exercise on a daily basis and main-
tain an optimum weight.

Sleep properly: Are you aware? Sleeping in the wrong posi-
tion can have an adverse effect on your spine health. Yes, you
have heard it right! Choose your pillow and mattress wisely as
it will ensure good alignment of the head, neck, and spine.Avoid
a sagging bed & throw out the worn out mattresses.

Exercise regularly: Strengthening the core of the body helps
alotin avoiding & treating back pain.Start with stretching exer-
cises and gradually build up the apine, abdominals, hamstrings

Mouth ulcers are common. However, if the ulcers persist for several
weeks even after treatment, one must not ignore the signs as it may
indicate a cancerous growth, says DR RAMESH CHANDRA JOSHI

outh ulcers are quite

common in all age

groups and can make

regular activities such
as eating, drinking, and talking very
uncomfortable. However, mouth
ulcers can be cured with an antimi-
crobial or pain killing mouthwash,
gel or spray.

But, if the ulcers persist for sev-
eral weeks even after treatment, one
must not ignore the signs as it may
indicate a cancerous growth. There
are many signs of mouth cancer but
red sores that do not respond to treat-
ment or heal is a telling sign. Lifestyle
habits such as drinking alcohol or
consuming tobacco — both smoked
and smokeless — can cause cancer
of mouth. Besides, human papillo-
mavirus (HPV), known to cause sex-
ually-transmitted infections (STT)
and cervical cancer, can also cause
cancer of mouth. The HPV-affected
cancer of mouth is seen in the soft
palate, tonsils, base of tongue, and
pharyngeal wall areas.

Other symptoms of mouth
cancer include:

M Persistent and unexplained lumps
in the mouth or the neck

M Unexplained loose teeth or sock-
ets

M Unexplained, persistent numb-
ness on the tongue or lip

M White or red patches on the lin-
ing of the mouth or tongue
M Changes in speech, such as a lisp
The types of mouth cancer are
categorised by the type of cell it starts
to grow in. Medically, it is known as
carcinoma. The most common type
is squamous cell carcinoma that
affects 9 out of 10 cases of mouth
cancer. The less common types of
mouth cancer are:
M Adenocarcinoma, in which cancer
develop inside the salivary glands
M Sarcoma, in which cancer devel-
ops from the abnormalities in carti-
lage, bone, muscle or any other tis-
sue
M Oral malignant melanoma, in
which cancer starts in the cells that
produce skin pigment (melanocytes).
They often bleed and appear as dark,
mottled swellings
M Lymphoma, in which the cancer
grows from cells in lymph glands
Mouth cancer as well as treating
it can cause complications and affect
the appearance of the mouth.
Besides, it can cause dysphagia
(problems with speaking and swal-
lowing). Dysphagia can be a serious
complication — if a small piece of
food enters the airways when you try
to swallow and gets lodged in lungs,
dysphagia may lead to aspiration
pneumonia, a kind of chest infection.

Common to
other cancers,
chemotherapy,

radiation therapy
and surgery are
the treatments
available for
mouth cancer too.
If diagnosed early,
mouth cancer can
be completely
cured in 9 out
of 10 cases
using surgery

Preventing and treating mouth
cancer

Cancer of oral
(lips,tongue,buccal

cavity
mucosa,

tonsils,palate)can give rise to various
complications like difficulty in eat-
ing,speechalteration in voice,inabil-
ity to open mouth fully,pain in
ear;bleeding etc, if not treated in time.
Easy lifestyle changes and preventive
measures, including, but not limit-
ed to the following can help in pre-
venting mouth cancer in most of the
people:
M Quit smoking or consuming
smokeless tobacco as well as alcohol
M Get vaccinated against HPV
M Using a condom during oral sex to
lower the chances of HPV infection
M Visiting a dentist regularly for
screening
M Eating a balanced diet of fresh veg-
etables (especially tomatoes), citrus
fruits, olive oil and fish with omega
3 fatty acid
Common to other cancers,
chemotherapy, radiation therapy
and surgery are the treatments avail-
able for mouth cancer too. If diag-
nosed early, mouth cancer can be
completely cured in 9 out of 10 cases
using surgery. For the emotional
impact of the disease and treatment,
therapeutic remedies for depres-
sion, such as antidepressants and cog-
nitive behavioral therapy (CBT) may
be prescribed.
The writer is Clinical Oncology, Columbia
Asia Hospital, Palam Vihar, Gurgaon
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Pregnant women need to have overall
healthy diet, high in fruit and vegetables and ,
low in refined carbohydrates and red and
processed meats, said a new study which
found links between mother’s low quality diet
and higher risk of obesity and excess body “ -
fat in children, especially

during late-childhood
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HEALTH & HYGIENE
ABOVE ALL

In India, food-borne diseases
lead to 1,20,000
deaths each
year imposing
a burden of
over 8 million
Disability
Adjusted

Life Years, says
MANISH AGGARWAL

ne of the most desirable conse-
Oquences of Covid-19 has been the

increased all-round consciousness
for hygiene. And among several types of
hygiene such as personal hygiene, environ-
mental hygiene etc which impact our day-
to-day lives, food hygiene has naturally
emerged as a major issue for regulators, con-
sumers and above all, food manufacturers
and companies. The constant need to be
watchful of what is ingested or goes inside
of our bodies can never be exaggerated
enough. The recent pandemic has only fur-
ther highlighted the need for making food
hygiene a priority for all.

There has been repeated reporting of
how the open and unpackaged food sold in
the streets fashionably called street food has
in a way been responsible for unsafe and
unhygienic food consumption in the coun-
try. Particularly in these times of Covid, if
the food maker doesn’t maintain personal
hygiene wears masks and gloves and keeps
sufficient physical distance from fellow
workers, the food prepared is highly risky
to consume. The unhygienic and unsafe
food leads to a vicious cycle of disease and
sickness particularly impacting the elder-
ly, the sick and the children, adding to the
already high burden of disease pervading
in the country.

Yet, the rise in the outbreak of food-
borne diseases and safety cases has contin-
ued to be reported periodically from differ-
ent parts of the country. In fact, unsafe food
and water have been cited to be the biggest
cause of preventable infection in India. Not
pursuing basic food safety practices such as
wearing an apron, accessing and using tap
water, using soap for cleaning utensils, and
storing food in proper refrigerated facilities
is an invitation to food-borne diseases. This
also has an economic cost. It has been esti-
mated that food-borne diseases cost the
country a whopping $15 billion.

In India, food-borne diseases (FBD)
lead to 120,000 deaths each year imposing
a burden of over 8 million Disability
Adjusted Life Years (DALYs). In fact, chil-
dren under five years are at 40% more risk
with around 30,000 deaths each year. These
are frightening figures which are only
expected to rise further in the coming years.

These ongoing measures were given a
new impetus when Covid-19 showed up
resulting in a new set of guidelines. In addi-
tion to the existing food safety protocols,
the food businesses were directed to ensure
that food handlers and workers are made
aware of the symptoms of the virus and the
risks emanating from it.

Training programmes on risk factors,
safe food handling, social distancing and
other protective behaviours such as wear-
ing of face mask, handwashing with soap
or using alcohol-based sanitisers were
made mandatory. In addition, food premis-
es including areas of food establishment
such as preparation, storage and packing
areas, equipment and containers besides toi-
lets and washrooms were to be periodical-
ly sanitised without fail. There should be
limited food workers in a kitchen with each
worker strictly maintaining personal/social
distancing.

The writer is Director, Bikano

Bug bites are irritating,
especially because of the
continuous itching.
ROSHANI DEVT shares easy
home remedies that can help

Prevention & diagnosis are key

Sedentary lifestyle is a cause for weight gain, blood
pressure changes, high sugar levels and pulmonary
embolism, says DR AMI'T MALIK

beat the itch at the comfort

and quadriceps .Work on your shoulder & neck muscles if you
use computers & phone for long hours.

WARMFOODS

MILLET: Millets boast of high
fibre, protein and essential
Vitamins. They are also rich
in antioxidants which helps to
protect your body from
harmful oxidative stress.
They may also help in
rapid wound healing, skin pro-
tection and also contain
anti-inflammatory
properties.
Millet
contains
soluble g7
fiber,
which
produces
a viscous
substance
in your gut.
In turn, this
traps fats and
helps reduce

iy food and if added in

It also helps lower blood sugar
levels.

Moreover, millet is a
gluten-free grain, making it a
viable choice for people with
celiac disease or those follow-
ing a gluten-free diet.

This and much more
makes millet a super-

diet it can bless
with

studies
have also
found that
millet can
also help
boost the
body’s metabo-

cholesterol levels. s lism .

of your home

ug bites are annoying.
BNot because of the
redness that they

bring, but due to the con-
stant itching. Here are a few
remedies that can
help.

Oatmeal.
Oatmeal can
relieve itch-
ing and
swelling
because it
contains spe-
cial com-
pounds. Make
a paste by mixing
equal amounts of
oatmeal and water in a bowl
until you have a spackle-like
substance. Put some paste
onto a washcloth and hold
it, paste-side down, on the
irritated skin for about 10
minutes. Then wipe it off.

Crushed ice.Use a cold
pack or a bag filled with

crushed ice to relieve the
itching caused by a mosqui-
to bite.

Don’t leave the ice
directly on your bite for
more than five minutes

as it can damage
the skin.

Aloe vera.
Apart from
the multiple

. skin benefits,

aloe vera also

I helps relieve

bug bites. Cut

open a small

section of the

plant. Scoop out the

gel and apply it to the irri-

tated area. Let it dry, and
apply again as needed.

Honey. It has many
antibacterial and anti-
inflammatory properties. A
small drop on an itchy bite
can reduce the inflamma-
tion.

The pandemic had left
everyone cooped up in
their homes. With work from
home becoming the new nor-
mal, the long sitting hours
without any physical activity
has given rise to multiple
health issues.

While not all must have
been bad during the pandem-
ic and work from home sce-
nario, but the worst is the ill
effects of a sedentary lifestyle.

Dr Amit Malik, Associate
Director and Coordinator,
Interventional Cardiology,
Electrophysiology tells you
that a sedentary lifestyle, espe-
cially during a pandemic can
lead to pulmonary embolism
and other serious diseases.

Sedentary lifestyle, he
says, is a type of lifestyle that
doesn’t involve physical activ-
ity. A person involved in this
is either always sitting around
or lying down. Because of the
pandemic, the shift of all
day-to-day activities online
and work from home, this has

been the lifestyle of most
people. This has reduced the
day-to-day mobility. Before
the pandemic, even if people
did not designate time to
physical exercise, they still
moved around. “Sedentary
lifestyle is a cause for weight
gain, blood pressure changes,
high sugar, deep vein throm-
bosis and various other things
which are risk factors for
several diseases,” Malik says.

The worst of all is
Pulmonary embolism. It is a
condition in which blood
vessels in lungs are blocked by
a blood clot. “Pulmonary
embolism is a very fatal and
catastrophic condition which
can be difficult to diagnose.
Some of its symptoms are
sudden shortness of breath,
chest pain, leg swelling and
low oxygen saturation. If
someone notices these symp-
toms, they should get them-
selves checked immediately,”
Malik says.

The clots form in the

legs of the person and then
travel through blood to reach
the right chamber of the heart
and then into the pulmonary
artery. Depending on the size
of the clot, the smaller
branches of pulmonary arter-
ies or major artery can be
blocked. Apart from pul-
monary embolism, embolism
can also occur in other
important organs like brain
and heart and cause fatal
problems or death of the per-
son.

“To prevent this people
should avoid sitting in the
same position for long hours,
take a gap after every 45 to 60
minutes and stretch, jump, or
walk around the house. Keep
oneself hydrated and have a
healthy diet. Prevention and
prompt diagnosis are impor-
tant. For treatment, blood
thinner or clot dissolving
agents are used depending on
the clot burden to remove the
clot and unblock the blood
vessels,” he tells you.

INBRIEF

Therapeutic food manufacturers have
emphasised the need for making
Community based programmes an
integral part of the protocol for manag-
ing Severe Acute Malnutrition amongst
children. In recent guidelines issued to
the states/UTs, Ministry of Women &
Child Development has asked for iden-
tification of children suffering from
SAM and their referral to hospitals as
a key priority.

In a communication to the
Government, CMAM Association of
India has welcomed the move for iden-
tification and management of SAM on
priority in view of the rise in the inci-
dence of SAM in the country in recent
years.

“SAM is a critical health condition
where a child is nine times more likely
to die as compared to a healthy child.
The recently published results of phase
I of the National Family Health Survey-
5 bring to the fore the urgency of the
problem of SAM. 16 out of the 22 states
and union territories that were surveyed,
showed an increase in the incidence of
SAM over the last 10 years. In about 8
States, SAM is higher in urban areas
than in rural areas’, CMAM Association
has stated. Along with the initiatives pro-
posed by the Government, CMAM
Association has asked for management
of SAM cases which are without com-
plications at the community level itself
precluding the need for admission in
Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres which
can't take the load of all the SAM cases.
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Bollywood

Working with Anupam
Kher has always been
enriching in terms of
experience

—~Aahana Kumra

from what it was a few decades

ago. There are new types of jobs
and skills required in the workforce,
and as the world continues to progress,
there will be newer and different com-
petencies that will be required. We will
live in, what educators define as, a
VUCA world: A volatile, unpre-
dictable, complex and ambiguous
world. So, for the coming generations
to be adequately prepared to enter the
workforce, they need to be equipped

The world today is vastly different

T

PREPPING FOR THE FUTURE

ROHAN PARIKH shares some of the core competencies that schools
should inculcate in students from a young age for them to be
adequately prepared to enter the workforce

u;v

with competencies that will be useful
to them in the future.

Educational institutes are respon-
sible for providing students with those
competencies or core skills that will
allow them to be satisfied and success-

ful in the workplace. Along with the
world, the skills being taught in schools
must also be upgraded to suit students
in the future. No longer can we rely on
the educational tools of the past to
equip our students for the unknown

future. So rather than teaching stu-
dent’s specific tasks or specialisations,
it’s more effective to teach them some
basic competencies which will ensure
they grow into good citizens. Here are
some of the core competencies schools

should look to inculcate in students
from a very young age:

Students
should be taught how to think outside
the box and come up with unique solu-

tions to problems presented to them.
There is no cookie-cutter solution to
problems, and therefore, students, too,
need to look at problems from various
angles and present solutions that
would best fit.

One of the
most important skills that need to be
inculcated in students is the ability to
think critically and independently.
This means that they should possess
the skill to be able to take in informa-
tion, analyse it and understand it,
rather than taking someone else’s word
for it. Especially in the current day
where there is such ease of access to
information, students need to be able
to analyse for themselves what is cor-
rect and what is not.

Both of these
competencies work hand in hand.
The workforce today is a more collab-
orative space than it has been the past
decades. Almost any job profile
requires a person to work effectively
and efficiently along with others.
Therefore, students must be taught
how to correctly pitch their ideas and
receive feedback from others in a
professional manner. They should be
taught to read others and handle dif-
ficult situations that may arise in life,
and later in the workforce.

Using the right tone, language and
right kind of communication can
prove to be a key factor in helping stu-
dents correctly navigate their way
through life. They have to be taught
how to correctly present their ideas to
other students or adults and later on
how to effectively communicate their
ideas in the workplace. Good commu-
nication skills will also help them build
self-confidence as they progress.

These core competencies should be
brought into the classrooms and taught
to students from a very young age.
Together these will help them in
achieving their goals and being confi-
dent in their abilities to reach their
objectives. And as students become
adults, they will be able to easily
adapt, innovate, communicate and
solve issues, making them overall
changemakers in the workforce.

(The writer is the MD of The
Green Acres Academy.)

Rebel for life

Actor BHUMI PEDNEKAR
collaborates with

ANIRUDH SHARMA, a local
climate warrior, who turns
pollution into usable ink to
reduce the carbon footprint

Actor Bhumi Pednekar has always been an envi-
ronmentally conscious citizen who has taken up
climate conservation as a cause to raise awareness
among fellow Indians. Bhumi has launched an online
and offline initiative called
Climate Warrior through
which she is mobilising citizens
of India to contribute towards
protecting the environment.
Bhumi has now collaborated
with Anirudh Sharma, a cli-
mate warrior, who is turning
pollution into usable ink with
an aim to reduce the carbon
footprint of the country.

“Anirudh Sharma is a cli-
mate warrior. He is the co-creator of Air-Ink
(Graviky) and he is a very cool inventor, who actu-
ally invented a device that turns pollution into ink.
It reduces your carbon footprint while you ride. His
innovation has spread to various artist and scientist
communities and he has some fantastic ideas with
Air-Ink,” says Bhumi.

Graviky began as an MIT
Media Lab experiment that saw
a tool being created to capture
soot from a burning candle.
Then, Anirudh invented a
device that captured air pollu-
tion and turned the cap-
tured particulate matter
into a safe, water-based P g
ink. Now, he has cre- . 4 = » f
ated a dedicated » L |
team trying to [\ p g
change industrial .\ P
productionwith &
forays  into Y L
packaging, | o =S
apparel printing,
and advanced
materials. Anirudh
also upcycles air pollu-
tion into sustainable
inks, paints, coatings,
plastics, and construc-
tion materials.
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A thin line

Filmmaker ANURAG BASU says that directors must understand the
difference between using the freedom of creativity and misusing it

Anurag Basu says that
filmmakers have always

explored bold subjects irre-
spective of the medium it is
presented on. However, the
line that differentiates free-
dom of creativity and misus-
ing that freedom needs to be
kept in mind by filmmakers
at all times.

“It’s a very thin line
between using the freedom of
creativity and misusing it. I
believe in OTT as well.
Filmmakers should look at
using freedom of speech in
the best possible way to tell
unique stories,” Basu said.

His new film Ludo, an
anthology drama, dropped
on OTT platform a few
months back and will make
its television premiere soon.

“A lot of filmmakers have
explored bigger and bolder
subjects on the big screen as
well. My film Ludo dealt with
many bold subjects and was
initially planned for the big
screen,” he added.

Basu, who made films
such as Barfi! (2012), Life In
A Metro (2007) and Gangster
(2006), is confident now that
theatres have reopened after
lockdown, the audience will
pour in like the good old
days.

“Cinema is a community
watching experience. I am
certain that audiences will
come back to theatres when
they will be back in action
completely. We just need one
film that will create enough
buzz for the audience to rush
back to theatres. This has
already started in the South,
with the release of the Vijay-
starrer Master, and soon will
be seen in Bollywood too.

One big release and things will
change,” he said.

The filmmaker came back
to direction with Ludo after a
break of three years but he
doesn’t sense a gap.

“As a filmmaker, I didn’t
miss filmmaking and directing
for the big screen. Thankfully,
the TV reality show Super
Dancer and the film Ludo
happened at the same time. I
had finished shooting for Ludo
when we were shooting for
Super Dancer. So, I never felt

£

I was away from the big-
screen,” he said.

So, what does he prefer?
Directing films or judging
shows on television?
Cooking!” he replied on a
lighter note, and went on to
add, “Tabsolutely love cooking.
That's what my family and my
wife say! They believe I am a
great chef and then a great
filmmaker. I love cooking
almost every day for my fam-
ily?

—IANS
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Asurvey, recently released, finds out
new travel trends for 2021, which
shows that Indian travellers are looking
to reconnect with their loved ones, and
enjoy safe and unique experiences off-the-
beaten track. Health and safety will con-
tinue to be the priority, and this is increas-
ingly reflecting in their travel choices as
well. Here are the top travel trends in
India for 2021 by Airbnb & YouGov:

OTravel will come back to connect peo-
le.

P From March 2020, Indians experi-
enced a long period of disconnect given
the impact of the lockdown. As travel
returns this year, it is firmly in the direc-
tion of connecting with loved ones
through personal trips with family and
friends. The research suggested that trip
with family is the type of travel commu-
nities want the most.

Around 57 per cent of the respon-
dents across age groups said that they
would choose to connect with their
immediate family members as soon as
proper travelling will be back.
Approximately 50 per cent of the millen-
nials said that they would travel with, or
to see, friends and family.

THosted travel will be the key trend to
look out for.

Around 85 per cent would like to stay
in unique accommodations when they
travel next (formats such as heritage
homes, havelis, farm stays and villas),
exploring new destinations and places
recommended by local hosts, family or
friends.

The Gen X (89 per cent) and the mil-
lennials (86 per cent), who comprise a
large pool of current and future travellers
are leading this trend. Around 39 per cent
of the millennials stated a firm intent to
travel in 2021.

OLocal recommendations and social
media will inspire travel.

The trend of hosted travel and local
recommendations will also be fueled by
millennials. Almost 63 per cent of that
demographic are open to sharing their
unique stays and experiences on social
media to inspire travel among their
peers.

TREND|:]¥.v43;]

Itchy feet get going

A survey finds out that an overwhelming 94 per cent of the respondents are
looking at sustainable travel this year, and health and safety emerge as their priority

Approximately 66 per cent of the
respondents across age groups said that
they love taking pictures to share on social
media groups.

A home in the hills or a cottage over-
looking the beach? Travellers are seek-
ing solace in nature.

The travellers are looking for exclu-
sive and secluded holidays in the lap of

nature. While the vaccine continues to be
an encouraging factor propelling growth
for industries including travel and
tourism, 50 per cent of would-be travellers
find travelling around nature more
meaningful. This perpetuates a trend
towards slower, sustainable and more
regenerative travel.

Around 24 per cent of travellers
would also look to go to a place in the

hills. Destinations like Manali, Mussoorie,
Nainital, Ooty, Munnar, Coorg, and
Kashmir are highly sought-after by trav-
ellers.

Around 53 per cent of Gen Z and
Gen X respondents want to travel to any
place close to nature, followed by millen-
nials at 44 per cent.

OHealth and safety emerge as top pri-
ority.

Around 59 per cent of the respon-
dents overall considered this a key pri-
ority with the number understandably
increasing for respondents that are 40 and
above.

Reinstating trust will help travel
play a larger role in the recovery of com-
munities across India. Stringent compli-
ance with local regulations and enhanced
measures such as the Enhanced Cleaning
Protocol for local hosts will all drive up
confidence to travel.

[OTravel becoming increasingly sus-
tainable.

Finally, people are growing con-
scious of enabling sustainable travel
through socio-cultural experiences that
are authentic and embedded in commu-
nities, and through making environment-
friendly choices when they travel.

An overwhelming 94 per cent of the
respondents are looking at sustainable
travel this year. This comes out strongly
amid the backdrop of the pandemic with
Indians becoming aware of their impact
on the environment and wanting to give
back to local communities.

Sustainable travel choices that are
closer to remote communities and nature
not only provide a boost to these com-
munities and their members, but are
accessible, affordable and are a transfor-
mative choice contributing to unique and
individual travel experiences.

ANEK TO RELEASE ON
SEPTEMBER 17

AYUSHMANN KHURRANA tweeted that
his film Anek will release on September
17. The film marks his return with direc-
tor Anubhav Sinha after the 2019 release,
Article 15.

“Naam #ANEK; lekin release date ek!
Milte hai aapse September 17, 2021
ko!” Ayushmann wrote.

The film is currently on the floors in
Assam. Ayushmann’s slit eyebrow in the
first look of the film has grabbed eye-
balls.

.

RUBINA DILAIK

fairtalk ‘My relationships will be
ever evolving and not for a
single day will | take my
relationship for granted
again. That’s a promise |
have made. | will move
ahead with a clean slate. |
am going to carry forward
the ones that are good. The
bad relationships, | have
ended there (in Bigg Boss
14). The new story and
new beginning will happen
from here.’

=6

dailytalk

ARMAAN MALIK

‘Strength to all those
people struggling to
make ends meet during
this pandemic phase. |
cannot even imagine
what some of you must
be going through. | was
hoping for everything to
get back normal, but it’s
just getting worse. I've
been at home for a year
now. It’s just getting too
much now. It’s so tiring
mentally and physically.’

LOUISE REGRETS NOT
SAVING HER MARRIAGE

Singer LOUISE REDKNAPP feels she
should have worked harder to save her j=
21-year marriage with her ex-husband, /
former Liverpool and England foot-
ball star Jamie Redknapp.

“I should have paused for a
minute and thought about other
people, and had just a bit more
time to work out why | felt |
couldn’t do it anymore. All |
know is, | wish I'd tried,”
Louise said.
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Deadly Devon

Conway’s third nineties score in as many innings helps
Black Caps beat Australia by 53 runs

AFP M CHRISTCHURCH

Devon Conway batting

masterclass inspired New
Zealand to a 53-run win over
Australia in the opening T20
International in Christchurch
on Monday.

Conway smashed an
unbeaten 99 off 59 balls as the
Black Caps overcame a shaky

start to finish on 184/5 after
losing the toss and being put
in to bat.

In reply, the tourists were
all out for 131 after 17.3 overs,
with Black Caps spinner Ish
Sodhi taking 4/28 to give the
hosts an early edge in the five-
match series.

Jhye Richardson, fresh
from signing a multi-million

dollar Indian Premier League
contract, was the pick of the
Australian bowlers, taking
2/31.

But the tourists could not
dislodge Conway, whose 59-
ball knock included 10 fours
and three sixes, helping the
Black Caps bounce back.

Conway said he was “pret-
ty chuffed” with his career-

VS QB E

best effort, even though he
was stranded just short of a
century after failing to take
two runs off the final ball.

The frustrated Australians
then suffered a horror show
early in their innings, as seam-
ers Tim Southee and Trent
Boult tore through the top
order.

Luckless debutant Josh
Philippe departed for two
after sending a top-edge sky-
ward.

But old campaigners such
as skipper Aaron Finch and
Glenn Maxwell also failed to
deal with the swinging ball

sport 12

‘Game may change session wise in D/N Test’
r‘“‘_

PTI @ AHMEDABAD

The game may change ses-
sion wise in the third Test,
reckoned Ishant Sharma on
Monday, as India and England
dive into an uncharted territo-
ry made up of pink balls, new
stadium, newly laid strips and
floodlights of different make.

India will take on England
in a day-night Test at the
Sardar Patel Stadium, the
world’s largest cricket venue
with a seating capacity of
1,10,000, from Wednesday.

Asked whether the Indian
bowlers would use the short-
ball tactic during the twilight
period, Ishant said, “That we
get to know once we play at
this ground, because it is ren-
ovated I can't really say any-
thing now.

“We can’t say what (will)

the cusp of playing his 100
Tests, said each bowler will
have to take responsibility ses-
sion wise.

“How the wicket is here
and how they (England) play,
obviously under lights the ball
swings, but you will have to see
the dew factor, so there will be
many things, and you cannot
straightaway say that whether
fast bowlers will remain in the
game or the spinners.

“I feel the game will
change session wise and each
bowler will have to take
responsibility session wise,
who knows the ball might
turn in the beginning here.

“Who knows if the spin-
ners come to play in first two

sessions, but under lights,
when there is dew, the ball
does not swing, but skids and
comes onto the bat.

“Then, spinners are not in
the game and fast bowlers
are, so it depends on the situ-
ation and how the ball and
wicket is behaving at that
time,” he said.

The veteran pacer backed
the team’s batsmen to come
good, saying they are capable
of dealing with the condi-
tions.

“I am sure our batsmen
are really capable enough to
tackle all those things, how
they need to go and build their
innings, to go on through the
Test match,” he added.
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