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MONEY 6
AIR TRAFFIC MAY BE BACK TO

PRE-COVID LEVEL BY SUMMER
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WEATHER

Current Weather Conditions
Updated february 27 , 2021 5:00 PM 

ALMANAC  

TODAY

Month & Paksham:

Magha & Shukla Paksha  

Panchangam

Tithi : Pratipada: 11:18 am

Nakshatram:  Purva Phalguni: 09:35 am

Time to Avoid: (Bad time to start 

any important work)

Rahukalam: 04:51 pm – 06:18 pm 

Yamagandam: 12:28 pm – 01:56 pm

Varjyam:          04:12 pm – 05:40 pm 

Gulika: 03:23 pm - 04:51 pm

Good Time: (to start any important work)

Amritakalam: 01:00 am – 02:28 am

Abhijit Muhurtham: 12:05 pm – 12:52 pm

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Mostly sunny
Temp: 38/21
Humidity: 48%
Sunrise: 06:35 am
Sunset: 06:22 pm 

OBTUSE  ANGLE

Is Congress ceding
even the Opposition

space ?

2

Rahul attacks Modi
over Sino-India

standoff

5

PK bets on Mamata says ‘on
May 2, hold me to my tweet’
PNS n KOLKATA

With the stage set for high-
octane assembly elections, poll
strategist Prashant Kishor
Saturday exuded confidence of
TMC returning to power as the
people of West Bengal are
ready to bring back their right-
ful leader.

Kishor, whose team I-PAC
is working in planning TMC's
election campaign, in his lat-
est tweet said that one of the
key battles for democracy in
the country will be fought in
the West Bengal.

The people of the state
want its daughter back and
the public could hold him to
this tweet on May 2, the day
the results of the elections will
be declared.

"One of the key battles
FOR DEMOCRACY in India
will be fought in West Bengal,
and the people of Bengal are
ready with their MESSAGE

and determined to show the
RIGHT CARD -
#BanglaNijerMeyekeiChay
(Bengal Only Wants its
Daughter) PS: On 2nd May,
hold me to my last tweet," he
tweeted.

Planned and conceptu-
alised by I-PAC, TMC last
week had unveiled a poll slo-

gan- "Bangla Nijer Meyekei
Chaye", portraying Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
mascot with a focus on
women voters and Bengali
sub-nationalism.

The BJP, however, mocked
Kishor and said he has no
idea about the ground reali-
ty in Bengal.

PNS n PATNA

Union Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad on Saturday
expressed strong disapproval
of legal activists making objec-
tionable comments about
judges who do not pass
favourable orders on their
petitions, calling it a "disturb-
ing new trend".

Prasad was addressing a
function here organised to
mark the inauguration of a
new building of the Patna
High Court by Chief Justice of
India S A Bobde, in presence
of Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, among others.

"We can surely criticise the
reasoning of a judgement.

But, I foresee a new trend
which I need to flag today",
Prasad said referring to "gross-
ly unfair" comments on social
media against judges by those
who file PILs and feel aggriev-
ed when the judgement is not
favourable.

Comments against judges
a disturbing trend: Prasad

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A book on Fatima Sheik, the
first Muslim female teacher in
India would be released on
March 10 in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana and would be
distributed free of cost in 150
places in the two States.
Historian and writer Syed
Naseer Ahmed said Fatima
Sheik launched the Beti Padao
movement promoting educa-
tion among girls and women
170 years ago with Mahatma

Jyoti Rao Phule and Savitri Bai
Phule.

Naseer Ahmad said that a lot
of literature was available about
Phule but sadly there was no
proper information on Fatima
Sheik who provided shelter to
the Phule couple when Govind
Rao Phule threw them out of
their house.

He recalled that Fatima
Sheik, along with her brother
Usman Sheik, provided shelter
to the Phule couple in their
house and Fatima, after getting

training as a teacher with
Savitri Bai Phule, worked as a

teacher and later headmistress.
Naseer Ahmad said that

Fatima Sheik started Beti
Padao movement, much before
it became a government slogan,
by asking everyone to send
girls to the schools and worked
relentlessly for education of
girls. He described Fatima
Sheik not only the first Muslim
teacher but the first Muslim
feminist in India.

Naseer Ahmad said that the
book on Fatima Sheik would be
distributed to all libraries free

of cost and would be distrib-
uted in 150 centres in Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Telangana on March 10, to
coincide with the occasion of
Savitri Bai Phule's 127 death
anniversary.

He said that they are ready
to provide Fatima Sheik books
for free distribution among
masses to awaken them about
her incomparable role in pro-
moting women’s education
hence those interested can
contact 9440241727.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The TTD Board that met in
Tirumala on Saturday
approved a Rs 2,937.82 crore
budget for financial year 2021-
22, while also announcing that
arjitha sevas would resume in
the Lord Balaji temple from
April 14 onward.

The meeting, chaired by
YV Subba Reddy, also decid-
ed to allow devotees to be
physically present for arjita
sevas booked in advance, pro-
vided they observe all Covid
guidelines and procure Covid
test three days ahead of their
visit to Tirumala.

The Board also approved a
proposal of Sri Padmavati tem-

ple of Tiruchanoor to launch
Tulabhara seva on the lines of
Srivari temple, Tirumala.

The Board decided to pro-
vide financial assistance to
taken over temples from
Srivari Trust and frame uni-

form guidelines for leasing
and construction of TTD
kalyana mandapams besides
integrated system to reduce
losses in operating Kalyana
Mandapams.

AP Police wing wins
4  awards for tech use
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The AP Police Department on
Saturday became the only
police department from across
the nation to win four of the
12 awards announced by the
Digital Technology Assembly
Group on the use of technol-
ogy in various departments.

AP DGP Gautam D Sawang
has received the awards for
Disha Mobile Application,
Disha Crime Scene Manage-
ment, Central Lock Up Mon-
itoring System and for 4S4U.

Launched under the motto

of Protecting Women and
Children, the Disha mobile
application is already the
fourth in a series of national
awards announced by various
national organisations.

Disha Crime Scene
Management has already won
two awards from various
national level organisations
and received special praise
from the Prime Minister.

Central Lock Up
Monitoring System has won
an award for the second time. 

Truth is party
getting weak:
‘G-23’ in Jammu
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress is "getting
weak" and needs to strength-
ened, senior party leader
Kapil Sibal said at a public
event in Jammu and Kashmir
on Saturday, as members of
the G-23 - a group of senior
leaders who have openly
questioned the Gandhis' lead-
ership style - converged to
send a sharp reminder to the
party's central leadership
ahead of five key elections in
the next few weeks.

TTD Board nod to resume arjitha
sevas; Rs 2,937 cr Budget approved 

PNS n BENGALURU

If things go as planned, an
Indian rocket will launch a
Brazilian satellite for the first
time from Sriharikota space-
port on Sunday. It's also Indian
Space Research Organisation's
(ISRO) first launch of 2021.

Subject to weather condi-
tions, the blastoff is scheduled
at 10.24 hours from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre SHAR,
Sriharikota, where countdown
commenced at 08.54 hours on
Saturday for the PSLV-
C51/Amazonia-1 mission.

PSLV-C51 rocket, which is
the 53rd mission of PSLV, will
launch Amazonia-1 of Brazil

as primary satellite and 18 co-
passenger payloads from the
first launch pad of the
Sriharikota spaceport in
Nellore district.

These co-passenger satel-
lites include Satish Dhawan Sat
(SD SAT) from Chennai-
based Space Kidz India (SKI).
A picture of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been
engraved on the top panel of
this spacecraft.

"This is to show solidarity
and gratitude for his (PM's)
Atma Nirbhar initiative and
space privatisation", said SKI,
which is also sending up
"Bhagavad Gita" in SD card.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

With visibility drastically
coming down due to the
foggy weather, two flights
that were scheduled to land at
the Vijayawada International
Airport at Gannavaram were
forced to circle in the sky for
over an hour on Saturday.

ISRO's 1st mission
in 2021 gets going

TTD Board chairman YV Subba Reddy chairs the crucial meeting in Tirumala on
Saturday. 

Historian readies book on first Muslim feminist Poor visibility
delays flights
at Vja airport
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PNS n NEW DELHI

The Centre on Saturday
advised states and UTs report-
ing an increase in Coronavirus
cases to enforce Covid-appro-
priate behaviour by dealing
firmly with violations and
ensure effective surveillance in
case of potential super spread-
ing events so as not to squan-
der last year's gains.

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv
Gauba chaired a high-level
review meeting with Chief
Secretaries of states and UTs of
Maharashtra, Punjab, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhatt-
isgarh, West Bengal, Telangana
and Jammu and Kashmir.

These states and UTs have
been reporting a high Covid-
19 active caseload or an
increasing trend in new cases
in the last week.

"They were advised not to
lower their guard, enforce
Covid-appropriate behaviour
and deal firmly with violations.
It was strongly underlined that
they need to follow effective
surveillance strategies in
respect of potential super
spreading events," the Union
Health Ministry said in a state-
ment.

The need for effective test-
ing, comprehensive tracking,
prompt isolation of positive
cases and quick quarantine of
close contacts were also strong-
ly emphasised.

During the review meeting,
states were advised to under-
take vaccination on priority in
districts reporting higher cases
and monitor mutant strain
and clustering of cases for
early hotspot identification
and control, the statement.

They have also been asked to
improve the overall testing in
districts reporting a reduction
in testing, and increase RT-
PCR tests in districts having
high antigen testing.

The states and UT were
asked to refocus on surveil-
lance and stringent contain-
ment in selected districts
reporting reduced tests/high
positivity and increased cases.

They have also been
asked to focus on clin-
ical management in dis-
tricts reporting higher
deaths and promote
Covid-appropriate behav-
iour to ensure effective cit-

i z e n

communication to not let com-
placency set in, especially in
light of vaccination drive enter-
ing the next phase, and enforc-
ing stringent social distancing
measures.

Six states Maharashtra,
Kerala, Punjab, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Gujarat- have
shown a surge in new cases in
a span of 24 hours.

Maharashtra continues to
report the highest daily new

cases at 8,333. It is
followed by Kerala
with 3,671 while

Punjab reported 622
new cases in the last

24 hours. 

Centre, states anxious
as Covid cases spike

156,938
Deaths

In India, from
January 3 to

February 27, 2021

Confirmed cases

11,079,979

India situation

Pvt hospitals can
charge up to Rs 250
per dose of Covid vax
Private hospitals can charge
up to Rs 250 per dose of
Covid-19 vaccine, the Health
Ministry said on Saturday as
India prepares to vaccinate
people aged above 60 years
and those over 45 with
comorbidities from March 1.
The ministry also specified 20
comorbidities among people
aged between 45 and 59 years
who will get the vaccine.

MYANMAR POLICE LAUNCH MOST
EXTENSIVE CRACKDOWN; WOMAN DEAD

P
olice in Myanmar launched their most
sweeping crackdown in three weeks of
protests against military rule on Saturday

in towns and cities across the country, with
media reports of a woman shot dead and
dozens of people detained. The violence came
after Myanmar’s U.N. envoy urged the United
Nations to use “any means necessary” to
stop the Feb. 1 coup. Myanmar has been in
turmoil since the army seized power and
detained elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
much of her party leadership, alleging fraud
in a November election her party won in a
landslide.

CURBS ON INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER
FLIGHTS EXTENDED TILL END OF MARCH 

T
he restrictions on international passenger
flights have been extended till March 31,
aviation watchdog Directorate General of

Civil Aviation or DGCA said in a statement on
Friday. "The competent authority has further
extended the validity of circular issued on the
subject cited above regarding Scheduled
International commercial passenger services
to/from India till 2359 hours IST of 31st
March, 2021," the aviation body said. The
restrictions will not apply to international all-
cargo operations and flights specially
approved by the aviation watchdog.

NO COVID-19 VACCINATION SESSIONS
ON FEBRUARY 27, 28 ACROSS INDIA

T
he Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) has said that no COVID-19
vaccination sessions will be held on

February 27 and February 28 across India.
The country will witness a two-day halt as the
Co-Win digital platform, a software used to
coordinate India's COVID-19 vaccination
campaign, is being upgraded, even as the
number of cases being reported have seen a
surge in the last few days. The Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare said that on this
Saturday and Sunday, the Co-Win digital
platform will be transitioning from Co-Win1.0
to Co-Win 2.0.

FAKE E-MAILS CASE: HRITHIK ROSHAN
RECORDS STATEMENT WITH POLICE 

B
ollywood actor Hrithik Roshan on
Saturday recorded his statement with
the Crime Intelligence Unit of the

Mumbai crime branch in connection with
his 2016 complaint about fake e-mails in
his name to Kangana Ranaut, an official
said. Roshan, wearing a face mask and a
black cap with a T shirt and blue jeans,
reached the office of the Mumbai Police
Commissioner around 11.45 am. He left
after more than two-and-a-half hours, the
official said.  The office of the CIU is located
in the main building of the police
commissioner's office in Crawford market.
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EGG 

RATES

` 46, 580 (10 gm)

`  600

GOLD

` 72, 500 (1kg)

`    1500

VIJAYAWADA 414

HYDERABAD 393

VISAKHAPATNAM 505

RREETTAAIILL  PPRRIICCEE `̀44..  1144

SILVER

VIJAYAWADA

BULLION RATES

`̀//110000 

CHICKEN 

RATES

Dressed/With Skin `168

Without Skin `191

Broiler at Farm `116

`̀//KKGG

(IN HYDERABAD)

F
requent squabbles in
public glare by Telangana
Congress leaders are

showing the party in poor
light at a time when it’s fight-
ing for survival. Open chal-
lenges are being exchanged
over leadership issues and
differences over allotment of
party tickets aired in the
media's presence.

Over the past week, DCC
president Kuna Srisailam
Goud quit the beleaguered
party and joined the BJP say-
ing the leaders were busy tar-
geting each other rather than
the government while anoth-
er filed his nomination for the
Hyderabad Graduate MLC
seat where the party has field-
ed its veteran G Chinna
Reddy.

However small these
instances are, they reveal the
scourge of infighting and
groupism that has been taking
a toll on the party ever since

the race began to occupy the
TPCC president’s post in
December 2018 when Uttam
Kumar Reddy offered to step
down.

A Revanth Reddy,
Malkajgiri MP, is making a
high decibel pitch for the post
but is vehemently opposed by
old timers on grounds like
being an accused in the cash-
for-vote scheme and a relative
newcomer to the party and by
some demanding appoint-
ment of a BC leader. But the
high command is not cog-
nisant of the urgency to iden-
tify a leader who can take on
a powerful and wily KCR and
an aggressive Bandi Sanjay of
the BJP, a party that is on the
cusp of replacing the Congress
as the main opposition.

Congress can ill-afford this
luxury when it needs to recov-
er from its poor showing in
the Dubbaka and GHMC
polls. More so when elections
to three seats in the
Legislature, all prestigious, are
in the offing. One of them is

for the Nagarjunasagar
Assembly seat where the party
is fielding its heavyweight K
Jana Reddy who stands a good
chance of wresting the seat he
represented seven times earli-
er. The ruling TRS and BJP are
struggling to pick strong can-
didates.

Telangana Congress is fol-
lowing the pattern of bicker-
ing between rival factions in
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan. The Congress gov-
ernment in Madhya Pradesh
collapsed while the one in
Rajasthan survived the top-
pling attempt. The rot actual-
ly begins in Delhi where the
leadership, stuck in the impe-

rial style of functioning of the
70s and the 80s, cannot even
put up a credible fight in
Gujarat municipal polls to
retain the opposition space.

This raises the question
whether the Congress is up to
the task of regaining its past
glory because of memories
that are still fresh of how it
failed to form the government
in Goa and Manipur despite
being the largest single party.
In Puducherry too, no worth-
while campaign was mounted
to save the sinking
Narayanasamy government
by plugging the trickle of
defections.

For the first time since the

80s, the Congress does not
hold power anywhere in the
South. It has minimal presence
in the North-East and large
swathes of North. It rules in
Rajasthan, Punjab and
Chhattisgarh on its own
strength and is a partner in the
Aghadi coalition in
Maharashtra and the Hemant
Soren government in
Jharkhand. Nationwide, it has
around 780 MLAs against
1,380-plus of BJP, highest by

any party in the last 25 years.
With the first phase of

polling for the four States and
Puducherry scheduled for
March 27, a cogent pan-India
strategy with subsets for States
where it is pitted against
regional parties is not dis-
cernible. The details will sure-
ly come later but where is the
effort to pitch Congress as an
entity with a distinct ideolo-
gy, a hoary past and a party
with a future.

In contrast, the gears of
BJP’s well-oiled machinery
and its “Jai Shri Ram” agenda
are smoothly falling in place in
tandem with the approaching
elections. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has toured all
the States, West Bengal more
than once, while Home
Minister Amit Shah, BJP chief
JP Nadda and other party
brass have campaigned more
than once in the poll-bound
States.

Rahul Gandhi, Congress
MP from Wayanad, is match-
ing them mile for mile but

other leaders, but many other
party leaders are not raising a
finger to complement his
efforts. Worse still, the G-23,
a ginger group of leaders
unhappy over the vacuum at
the top, are reportedly plan-
ning public meetings to rally
progressive forces against
“BJP’s majoritarianism”. The
only exception is Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel who is camping in
Assam to replicate the
“Chhattisgarh model of booth
management”.

Elections are a passing
phase, whether a party wins
or loses. What a party needs,
besides an ideology, is the
ability to convince people for
reasons behind contradic-
tions over past and present
stands such as the farm laws
besides a clear articulation of
its line on emerging issues. In
the coming elections the
Congress must convince peo-
ple why it is allying with
CPM in West Bengal and
Assam and opposing it in

Kerala.
Rahul Gandhi’s articula-

tion of critical issues is often
shallow. Otherwise, it is diver-
sionary. He resorts to name
calling or one-liners like ‘hum
do, hamare do” where the
message gets mixed – whether
he is lampooning big industri-
alists or parodying crony cap-
italism. The BJP was quick to
capitalise on his recent gaffe
criticising the Centre for fail-
ure to create a Ministry of
Fisheries when it already
exists and his disparaging
remark about politics in
North India compared to the
South.

His shortcomings, no mat-
ter how impressive swim-
ming in the sea off the Kollam
coast was, are only one facet
of the Congress’ decline. For
now, it is a party obsessed
with internal issues like find-
ing the next president and
tackling the G-23 leaders
rather than discharging its
responsibility of giving the
BJP a stiff fight in 2024.

S NAGESH KUMAR
Former Resident Editor, 

The Hindu

Where is the effort to pitch Congress as an

entity with a distinct ideology, a hoary past

and a party with a future? In contrast, the

gears of BJP's well-oiled machinery and its

"Jai Shri Ram" agenda are smoothly falling

in place in tandem with the approaching

elections.

‘ALL AND
SUNDRY’

Is Congress ceding even the Opposition space?

ED attaches assets in AP of K'taka society
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
has attached over Rs 84-crore
worth assets in a money laun-
dering probe linked to an alleged
funds embezzlement case
against a Karnataka-based coop-
erative society and its promot-
ers, the central agency said
Saturday.

The properties, provisionally
attached under sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
include agricultural and non-
agricultural land, buildings, res-
idential flats and factories.

These assets are in the names
of N Nanjundaiah (the director
of Kanva Group of companies),
his family members, some relat-
ed entities and Harish S, the
founder director and president

of Sree Kanva Souharda Co-
Operative Credit Limited
(SKSCCL).

The assets, worth a total Rs
84.40 crore, are located at
Nelamangala, Koratagere,
Chikkaballapur, Srirangapatna
and Bengaluru in Karnataka and
at Madakasira (Anantapur dis-
trict) in Andhra Pradesh, the ED

said in a statement.
Nanjundaiah was arrested

from Bengaluru by the agency
in this case in August last year.
He is in judicial custody at pre-
sent.

A chargesheet was subse-
quently filed by the ED before
a special PMLA court in
Bengaluru.

The ED case, under criminal
sections of the PMLA, was filed
after studying at least 3 FIRs filed
by the Bengaluru Police and a
complaint made by the Registrar
of cooperative societies against
Nanjundaiah and others.

It was alleged that the accused
society and its promoters col-
lected Rs 650 crore deposits
from the members of public,
assuring high rate of interest
through commission agents,
without maintaining required
liquidity.

SKSCCL collected the amounts,
through unauthorised collection
centers and agents, from more than
1,3000 gullible investors by luring
them to pay higher rate of inter-
est (ranging from 12-15 per cent)
but cheated them by not paying
promised interest and not return-
ing the principal amount even after

the maturity, the ED alleged.
The money collected was

embezzled and transferred to var-
ious accounts of Kanva group of
companies and entities, in the
accounts of the accused directors
and their family members and
some others related to SKSCCL.

The agency had earlier said that
Nanjundaiah is the mastermind of
the fraud that took place in the said
society and had diverted more
than Rs 180 crore funds to Kanva
group of companies .

Loans of huge amounts were
sanctioned to dubious members
of the society without proper
surety and security that resulted
into huge losses to the society and
its bona fide members, the ED had
alleged.

With the latest order, the total
attachment in this case stands at
Rs 339.57 crore.

Poor patronage of vaccine
may lead to infection spike
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

While a second wave of the
Covid-19 appears to be knock-
ing at the door, poor patronage
to the vaccine against the virus
among the health and frontline
workers may give scope to
surge in cases.

Apprehension about the vac-
cine among health workers,
including doctors, was the rea-
son for the low turnout in the
first phase.

In the first phase, as many as
1, 89,890 frontline workers
were vaccinated as against the
target of 3,88,307, which is
48.90 per cent, according to the
state government.

In the second phase on
February 26, only 32,891 health
and frontline workers took
vaccine shots.

Surprisingly, roughly 60 per-
cent of healthcare workers and
35 percent frontline workers
had taken the vaccine with
some kind of wait-and-see

policy among them. The
Centre has directed states to
expedite the vaccine drive.

As health workers come in
touch with the patients, they

should have been vaccinated
for their safety and for others,
say experts. 

The daily infection is yet to
go beyond 100 in Andhra

Pradesh which reported 95
cases on Saturday.

The experts during a webi-
nar conducted by Neuberg
Diagnostics, an Indian labora-
tory company, speculated that
there will be a second wave of
Coronavirus in the country.
However, it will not be as
severe as the first one and it
will fizzle out sooner.

The experts stressed on con-
tinuous, testing, tracking, and
tracing for containing the
infection. When there is an
unprecedented surge of infec-
tion, people behave responsi-
bly. That's one reason why the
infection rate comes down.

Neighbouring states such
as Odisha have already
imposed restrictions to people
coming from other states wit-
nessing a surge. Odisha has
suggested home isolation for
people or go under Covid-19
tests. People testing negative
would not need to stay in
home isolation. 

n  Only around 50% of health and frontline workers get vaccinated

118 fresh Covid cases in AP
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Coronavirus cases seem to
be taking an upward path
again after a long slide in
Andhra Pradesh as 118 were
added afresh on Saturday,
the highest so far this month.

After 1.39 crore sample
tests, at the rate of 2.60 lakh
per million population and
an overall positivity rate of
6.39 per cent, the cumulative
Covid-19 cases climbed to
8,89,799, a health depart-
ment bulletin said.

It said 86 patients recov-
ered and none died in the
state in 24 hours ending 9 am

on Saturday. The gross recov-
eries now stood at 8,81,963
and toll at 7,169, it said.

The number of active
cases rose to 667, an addi-
tion of 32 in a day. Chittoor
district once again topped
the state with 33 fresh cases,
its highest figure this month.

Consequently, its active
caseload climbed back to 110
from 80.

Visakhapatnam and East
Godavari districts added 14
new cases each and Guntur 13
while eight reported less than
10 each, according to the bul-
letin. Vizianagaram did not
report any new case in a day.

Ajendra Bahadur
Singh to take
charge of ENC
on March 1
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Vice-Admiral Ajendra
Bahadur Singh
will assume
Command
of the Eas-
tern Naval
Command
(ENC) at a
C e r e m o n i a l
Parade to be held at the
Naval Base on March 1.

Vice-Admiral AB Singh will
assume charge as Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief (FOC-
in-C) Eastern Naval
Command from Vice-Admiral
Atul Kumar Jain who moves to
New Delhi to assume charge as
the Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff to the Chairman Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CISC).

A ceremonial parade con-
sisting of ceremonial guard and
platoons of naval personnel
drawn from various ships,
submarines and establishments
of the ENC will be held at the
Naval Base. The parade will
also be attended by all Flag
Officers and Commanding
Officers of ships, submarines
and naval establishments.

ISRO's 1st mission...
Continued from Page 1

It's also a big day for
Bengaluru-headquartered
ISRO's commercial arm
NewSpace India Limited
(NSIL).

PSLV-C51/Amazonia-1 is
the first dedicated commercial
mission of NSIL, which is
undertaking it under a com-
mercial arrangement with
Seattle, US-based satellite
rideshare and mission man-
agement provider, Spaceflight
Inc.

"We are eagerly looking for-
ward to the launch. We are
very proud to launch the first
Brazilian-built satellite,
Chairman and Managing
Director of NSIL, G
Narayanan, told PTI.

The 637-kg Amazonia-1,
which will be the first Brazilian

satellite to be launched from
India, is the optical earth
observation satellite of
National Institute for Space
Research (INPE).

"This satellite would further
strengthen the existing struc-
ture by providing remote sens-
ing data to users for monitor-
ing deforestation in the
Amazon region and analysis of
diversified agriculture across
the Brazilian territory," an
ISRO statement said.

In view of the strict Covid-
19 pandemic norms in place at
SDSC SHAR, Sriharikota,
gathering of media personnel
is not planned there and the
launch viewing gallery will be
closed.

However, live telecast of
the launch will be available on
ISRO website, Youtube, Fac-
ebook and Twitter channels.

Truth is party getting...
Continued from Page 1

Apart from Kapil Sibal, the
group that took to the stage
included Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Anand Sharma, Vivek Tankha,
Manish Tewari and Bhupinder
Singh Hooda.

"The truth is that we see the
Congress getting weak. That is
why we have gathered. We
gathered earlier too and we
have to strengthen the party
together," Mr Sibal said.

"Our voice is for the better-
ment of the party. It should be
strengthened everywhere once
again. The new generation
should connect (to party). We
have seen the good days of
Congress. We do not want to
see it weakening as we become
older," Mr Sharma said.

Elections will be held in
Assam (where the Congress is
hoping to oust the ruling BJP),
Bengal (where it is widely
viewed as being well behind
the BJP and ruling
Trinamool), Tamil Nadu
(where it swept the Lok Sabha
polls in alliance with the
DMK) and Kerala (where it is
looking to return to power).

An election will also be
held in Puducherry, where
the Congress last week lost its
government after yet another
wave of defections that, it
alleges, was enginereed by the
BJP.

The Congress' recent record
in elections has, however, been
poor, with defeat in
November's Bihar polls the lat-
est in a line of reverses.

Continued from Page 1

The AP Police Department
has won a national award
for the installation of
CCTV cameras with audio,
video and night vision in
the lockups of every police
station in the state with the
aim of ensuring transpa-
rency, accounta-bility and
protection of human
rights.

4S4U was launched by
the AP Police to control
cyber crimes against women
in social media, has once
again won a national level
award.

In just 13 months, the AP
Police Department has made
history by winning 112
awards at the national level
for its use of cutting-edge
technology.

AP Police wing... TTD Board nod to...
Continued from Page 1

The Board endorsed a propos-
al to name all the six Veda
Pathashalas run by the TTD
henceforth as Sri
Venkateswara Veda Vijnana
Peetham and hike the remu-
neration of teachers from Rs
22,000 to Rs 35,150.

The Board sanctioned Rs 9
crore towards electrical and
civil works to promote a Sri
Venkateshwara paediatric hos-
pital on the first floor of the
old OPD Bhavan of the
BIRRD and approved tenders
for Rs 3.75 crore towards
extension of the 3rd floor.

The TTD also approved
proposals for increasing the
capacity storage of ghee used
in preparation of TTD
prasadam and Anna Prasadam
from 82.4 metric tonnes to

180.4 metric tonnes. Besides,
it gave the nod for installation
of APSPDL meters at all rest
houses, cottages, choultries
etc in Tirumala to enhance
transparency in power con-
sumption besides producing
50 Mega Watts of convention-
al energy in Tirumala.

The Board also decided to
provide Covid vaccination to
all TTD employees. The TTD
will perform bhumi puja soon
for construction of Srivari
temples at Mumbai and
Jammu.

The Board declared the cow
as the National Animal and
will recommend the Centre to
endorse this. The Board also
decided to construct either
Srivari temple or Bhajana
Mandiram in Ayodhya, if the
Ram Mandir Nirman Trust
allotted land to the TTD.

Poor visibility...
Continued from Page 1

For the second time in this
week, the landing of flights at
the international airport got
delayed due to poor visibili-
ty.

The ATC did not signal the
landing due to heavy fog.

According to
Flightradar24, Spicejet Flight
(SG3417), with 67 passengers
on board from Bengaluru to
Vijayawada, was scheduled to
land at 7:20 am. However due
to poor visibility, the flight
hovered in the air for almost
an hour and finally landed at
the airport at 8:30 am.

Similarly, a Air India flight
from New Delhi, scheduled
to arrive at 8:10 am, was
delayed by 30 minutes.

Fog has shrouded the air-
port for the past three days.

Centre, states anxious as Covid...
Continued from Page 1

In the last two weeks,
Maharashtra has shown the
highest rise in active cases from
34,449 on February 14 to 68,810
currently, the Ministry said.

A detailed presentation was
made on the current status of
Covid-19 in these states with
a focus on districts reporting

an increasing number of new
cases or positivity.

This was followed by a com-
prehensive review with all the
states and UTs.

The Chief Secretaries
briefed about the current sit-
uation in the states and their
preparedness to tackle the
recent spike of Covid cases.

They informed about the

enforcement of Covid-appro-
priate behaviour by levying
heavy fines and challans,
reviewing the surveillance and
containment activities closely
with the district collectors,
and other steps being taken in
line with the guidelines provid-
ed by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MoHFW)
and the Home Ministry. 

Pvt hospitals can...
Continued from Page 1

These include people with
heart failure with hospital
admission in past year, mod-
erate or severe valvular heart
disease, coronary artery dis-
ease, CT/ MRI-documented
stroke, diabetes of over 10
years or with complications,
hypertension, end-stage kid-
ney disease on haemodialysis,
diagnosis of any solid cancer
on or after 2000 or currently
on any cancer therapy.

Covid-19 vaccine will be
given free of cost at govern-
ment hospitals, while people
will need to pay for it at pri-
vate facilities.

"Rs 250 will be the ceiling -
Rs 150 per dose of vaccine plus

Rs 100 service charge. This
arrangement will remain effec-
tive till further orders," an offi-
cial source said.

The information was shared
by Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan during an
interaction with health secre-
taries and mission directors of
states and union territories on
the vaccination of age-appro-
priate groups.

"Around 10,000 private hos-
pitals empanelled under
Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY,
more than 600 hospitals
empanelled under CGHS and
other private hospitals empan-
elled under State Governments
Health Insurance Schemes can
participate as COVID vaccina-
tion centres (CVCs)," it said.

Comments
against...
Continued from Page 1

Asserting that the judges of
India, be they of the Supreme
Court, the High Courts or the
district courts must be given
the freedom to decide a case
as per their knowledge of the
law and that though people
were free to come up with
their own analyses that was
critical of a verdict, "trolling"
and "agenda setting" were
not acceptable.

"I had been thinking of
making my concerns public.
I chose to do so here", said
Prasad who also made a
mention of having practiced,
as a lawyer, at the Patna
High Court and his current
tenure as the local MP.

The Union minister also
referred to the recently
issued guidelines for using
social media which was
"long overdue".

"We are supportive of
freedom. We are supportive
of criticism. We are sup-
portive of dissent, too. But,
the issue is the misuse and
abuse of social media.
There should be a grievance
redressal mechanism for
someone who is abused on
the social media", he added.

Continued from Page 1

Kishor then wrote that BJP
would struggle to secure even
double digits in the West Bengal
assembly election.

His tweet was in response to
Home Minister Amit Shah set-
ting a target of winning more
than 200 out of 294 seats in West
Bengal assembly polls in 2021. 

PK bets on...
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The Pendurthi police, under
Vizag police commissionerate
limits, have registered a case
against an
advocate for
blackmailing
his client with
her nude
videos and
photos.

The lawyer,
who has been
practicing in
Vizag court, is
a resident of Arilova in the city.
The woman, in her 30s, is
from the Pendurthi area in the
city and had approached the
advocate in 2018 for legal
support.

Later, the advocate devel-
oped an illicit affair with his
client, luring her by saying that
he would help her in the legal
battle, the woman’s complaint
said. However, he captured the

nude videos and photos of the
client, it is alleged. Recently,
the advocate allegedly threat-
ened her with the videos and
photos saying that he will

show them to
her husband
and demanded
money from
her, the com-
p l a i n a n t
alleged.

The woman
claimed that
she gave Rs
70,000 to the

advocate for not disclosing
the videos. However, the
advocate kept on demanding
more money threatening
that he would upload the
videos and photos on the
social media platforms, the
woman said.

Consequently, the victim
lodged a complaint with
Pendurthi police station in 
the city.

Advocate blackmails
client with intimate
pics, bookedPNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

TDP national spokesman
Kommareddy Pattabhi on
Saturday accused the
Jaganmohan Reddy
Government of trying to
duck responsibility after
causing a great deal of harm
to the State by silently agree-
ing to privatisation of the
Visakha Steel Plant.

Pattabhi asked whether it
was not a fact that Chief
Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy himself held a meet-
ing and took photos with the

representatives of POSCO,
the South Korean company,
way back in 2019.

“On his part, YSRCP MP
Vijay Sai Reddy held discus-
sions with Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on the
VSP issue,” Pattabhi alleged.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Vizag, the TDP
leader asserted that there
was no way for the ruling
YSRCP leaders to wash their
hands off the privatisation
plan.

“ The CM and his
Ministers were scared and

avoiding responsibility for
the sale of the steel plant
after seeing the agitation
and raging sentiment of the
Andhra people. Dharmendra
Pradhan clearly said in
February last year that the
MoU was s igned with
POSCO for privatisation,”
he claimed.

Pattabhi further said that
the Standing Committee on
Steel released its report in
December, 2019. The YSRCP
Government hid all these
details from the AP public in
order to deceive them. The

Parliamentar y Standing
Committee on Industry also
gave its report in March,
2020. YSRCP MP Avinash
Reddy was a member of this
Committee but he did not
raise his voice against the
privatisation of the VSP,
Pattabhi alleged.

The TDP leader slammed
Vijayasai Reddy for 'telling
utter lies' that he did not
know about the privatisation.
“It’s shameful that the ruling
party MPs were disowning
responsibility for the sale of
an industry that was a mat-

ter of pride for the people of
AP. The YSRCP deliberately
hid details of the VSP pri-
vatisation threat from the
public as they had personal
benefits in this. Jagan and
Vijayasai Reddy are hurting
the State with their secret
deals,” he alleged.

Pattabhi said that the
YSRCP MPs have done a his-
toric injustice to the State
with their dubious role. “It’s
become routine for Jagan to
destroy all the good work
that Chandrababu Naidu has
done,” the TDP leader said.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The State Government on Saturday
reshuffled as many as 21 Deputy
Collectors.

As per the orders issued by Chief
Secretary Adityanath Das, among the
transferred Deputy Collectors are MV
Suryakala, Deputy Collector working as
Special Deputy Collector, Land
Acquisition, Visakhapatnam who has
been posed as Executive Officer, Sri
Varaha Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy
Vari Devasthanam, Simhachalam.

Also, N Vijaya Kumar, Deputy
Collector working as Special Deputy
Collector (LA), PS Veligonda Project,
R&R Unit, Cumbum was trans-
ferred and posted as Special Deputy
Collector, Telugu Ganga Project
(TGP), Nellore.

J Siva Srinivasu, Deputy Collector
presently working as Assistant
Secretary, Chief Commissioner of
Land Administration, was retained
as Assistant Secretary, Chief

Commissioner of Land
Administration, Vijayawada.

D Kodandarami Reddy, Deputy
Collector, who was awaiting posting,
was posted as Forest Settlement
Officer (FSO), Chittoor. A Sree
Rama Chandra Murthy, Special
Grade Deputy Collector, also await-
ing posting, was sent to the AP
Vigilance Commission.

M Sri Devi, Deputy Collector,
awaiting posting, has been assigned
duties as Special Deputy Collector-
Competent Authority (CA), Multi
Product Krishnapatnam-Hyderabad
Pipeline Project of Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL) at
Ongole.

The services of K Addaiah, Deputy
Collector, who was waiting posting,
were placed at the disposal of the

Municipal Administration and
Urban Development Department as
Special Deputy Collector,
Machilipatnam Urban Development
Authority (MUDA).

GV Subba Reddy, Deputy
Collector presently working as
Special Deputy Collector, KRRC,
Prakasam District, was transferred
and posted as Executive Officer, Sri
Venkateswara Swamy Vari
Devasthanam, Dwaraka Tirumala.
ABVSB Srinivas, Deputy Collector,
awaiting posting, was posted as
Special Deputy Collector, KRRC,
East Godavari District.

M Sreenivasulu, Deputy Collector,
was transferred and posted as Deputy
Collector, Legal Cell, Tirupati. A
Mahalakshmi Devi, Deputy
Collector, who is waiting for posting

is posted as Assistant Secretary,
Chief Commissioner of Land
Administration, Vijayawada.

E Sadhana, Deputy Collector
working as Assistant Secretary, Chief
Commissioner of Land
Administration, Vijayawada, was
transferred and posted as Special
Deputy Collector, Amaravati
Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (AMRDA).

D Ramu Naik, Deputy Collector,
who is waiting for posting is posted
as Special Deputy Collector, GNSS
Unit – 3, Muddanur, Kadapa district.
B Chinna Obulesu, Deputy Collector
presently working as OSD to Project
Director, AP Health Services was
posted as District Revenue Officer,
SPSR Nellore District.

K Hemalatha, Deputy Collector,

who is waiting for posting is posted
as Special Deputy Collector, Land
Acquisition, National Highway-16,
Visakhapatnam.

T Bapi Reddy, Deputy Collector
presently working as Joint Collector
(Aasara and  Welfare), Prakasam
District (on leave) is transferred
and posted as Joint Collector (Aasara
and Welfare), Nellore district.

K Krishna Veni, Deputy Collector
presently working as Forest
Settlement Officer, Prakasam District
was transferred and posted as Joint
Collector (Aasara and Welfare),
Prakasam district. GV Satyaveni,
Deputy Collector presently working
as Chief Executive Officer, SETWEL
was transferred and posted as Project
Director, ICDS, East Godavari
District.

The services of KM Barta
Rosemond, Deputy Collector
presently working as District
Manager, AP State Civil Supplies
Corporation (APSCSCL), Nellore
are withdrawn from the CAF and CS
Department and placed at the dis-
posal of Department for Women,
Children, Differently-Abled and
Senior Citizens for posting her as
Project Director, ICDS, Nellore
District.

The services of KS Bhagya Rekha,
Deputy Collector presently working
as Project Director, ICDS, Kurnool
District were withdrawn from the
Department for Women, Children,
Differently-Abled and Senior
Citizens and she was posted as
Assistant Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department.

K Dinesh Kumar, Assistant
Commissioner of Labour, Tirupati,
is transferred and posted as Chief
Executive Officer, APNRT Society,
on deputation.

Govt transfers 21 Deputy Collectors

YSRCP conspiracy behind VSP deal exposed: TDP

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Leader of the Opposition N
Chandrababu Naidu on
Saturday urged DGP Gautam
Sawang to break his silence
and start taking action against
the police officials who are
hand in glove with the perpe-
trators of violence in the State.

In a letter sent to the DGP
here, Naidu said that the recent
gram panchayat elections wit-
nessed unprecedented vio-
lence, irregularities, threats,
kidnaps and violations. “A sec-
tion of the police colluded with
the ruling YSRCP in harassing,
filing false cases and physical-
ly threatening candidates not
supported by the YSRCP.
Unfortunately, some police-
men along with the YSRCP
leaders attacked TDP activists
at Illapalli panchayat in the
Biccavolu mandal in East God-
avari district,” Naidu wrote.

The TDP chief said that
YSRCP sponsored candidate
Lolla Bhadram won as
sarpanch in Illapalli in the
phase-II of gram panchayat
elections on February 13. On
that occasion, Bhadram took
out a victory rally in the vil-
lage, and when it reached SC
Peta, the participants started
making noise in front of TDP
leader Kannuri Raghava’s
house. “Since Raghava’s
daughter Suji is a lactating
mother with a three-month-
old child, Raghava requested
the YSRCP leader not to burst
crackers. Enraged at this, the

YSRCP leaders attacked
Raghava,” Naidu wrote.

He continued: After half-
an-hour, Biccavolu S-I Pati
Vasu along with his staff
barged into the house of
Raghava and started hitting
Raghava's son Vinod with
lathis and abused him in the
name of caste. When Raghava’s
daughters tried to rescue
Vinod, the S-I abused them.

The TDP chief told the DGP
that on February 15, Anaparty
former MLA Nallamilli
Ramakrishna Reddy along with
the victims approached the S-
I at Biccavolu police station
who protested in front of the
police station. Subsequently, the
DSP and Circle Inspector
reached the station and took
the complaints after prolonged
discussions.

The TDP chief said that a
false case was filed against
Nallamilli Ramakrishna Reddy
and nine others related to the
election code of conduct. In
Anaparty gram panchayat,
Gangadhar from Dalit commu-
nity had worked against YSRCP
sponsored candidates for which
the YSRCP leaders attacked
and injured Gangadhar in retal-
iation. The police did not act in
spite of the complaint from
Gangadhar. “Only after
Nallamilli Ramakrishna Reddy
along with Gangadhar
approached the police and
spent more than two hours in
the station, the police accepted
the complaint against YSRCP
leaders,” he wrote.

Take action against cops bowing 
to YSRCP men, Naidu tells DGP

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Pointing out that Jana Sena
activists and leaders are join-
ing the ruling party in large
numbers, Endowments
Minister Velampalli Srinivas
Rao on Saturday welcomed
Jana Sena candidate Kamaraj
Harish Kumar into the YSRCP
fold with a party scarf.

Addressing the gathering,
the Minister criticised the local
Jana Sena leaders, accusing
them of colluding with the
TDP for the opposition party’s
victory.

The Minister alleged that the
Jana Sena has entered into a
secret pact with the TDP and
said that when its activists

came to know about this, they
opted to join the ruling party.
“With Jana Sena chief Pawan
Kalyan staying at his farm-
house, he has no idea what was
going on, on the ground.
Pawan Kalyan, who does not
know what is going on in his
own party continues to curse
Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy,” Srinivas said.

The Minister advised the
Jana Sena chief to open his eyes
to know what is going in his
own party.

He said that people who
could not even win a corpora-
tor election were now criticis-
ing Jagan. “Pawan Kalyan is
working out equations with
TDP supremo N

Chandrababu Naidu to defeat
the YSRCP in the forthcoming
Urban Local Body elections
and the secret deal between
the TDP and the Jana Sena is
now being exposed, said the
Minister.

“TDP and the Jana Sena, are
not canvassing for votes, but
for the defeat of the YSRCP.
But the people are watching
everything and have realised
their secret understanding,”
said the Minister, adding that
the YSRCP would win all the
64 divisions in Vijayawada.

“If anyone comes from the
Jana Sena Party saying that
injustice has been done, the
YSRCP will stand by them,” he
said. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

SP Ravindranath Babu on
Saturday issued orders pro-
moting 13 AS-Is discharging
duties in Krishna District
Police Department.

Speaking on occasion the
SP said that these police per-
sonnel had entered service as
constables of 1984 batch in
Krishna District Police
Department. 

“They have rendered good
service and duty manage-
ment and have served for a
long time as Assistant Sub-
Inspector of Police,”
Ravindranath Babu said. He
said that the police personnel
should perform their duties
with dedication, duty man-
agement and ensure speedy
justice to victims.

The promoted officers are J
Venkateswara Rao, Syed
Asadullah, N Nageswara Rao, J
Jangaiah, M
Subrahmanyeshwara Rao, K
Manikya, S Ali Baig, K Peturu,
PV Rattaiah, Ch Prabhakar
Rao, M Hanumantha Rao, M
Srinivasa Rao and V Balaji Rao.

TDP demands Rs 10,000
Covid assistance for truckers

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Repalle TDP MLA Anagani
Satya Prasad on Saturday
demanded the YSRCP
Government to provide
immediate tax relief and
Covid lockdown assistance
to rescue the lorry workers
so as to save the transport
sector from an impending
crisis in the state.

Satya Prasad urged Chief
Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy to reduce the prices of
petrol and diesel besides
lifting the penalties imposed
on lorry owners. Toll tax
should be cut and the time
limit for the e-way bills
should be increased, he
demanded.

In an open letter to the
Chief Minister, Satya Prasad
said that the badly damaged
roads needed urgent repair.
The hike in fuel prices had
adversely affected the liveli-
hood of the workers in the
transport sector which was
already hit by Coronavirus-
induced lockdown, he wrote.
The lorry transport sector,
which provides major
employment for the drivers

and workers, was stuck in an
unprecedented crisis, he
said.

Satya Prasad demanded
the Government cancel the
Rs 4 labour cess which was
not being collected in any
other state in the country.
The Re 1 road cess should
also be removed, he said. A
financial assistance of Rs
10,000 should be given to the
drivers and cleaners as the
Covid relief.

The TDP MLA deplored
that the lorry owners were
under severe stress because

of the pressure from banks
for instalments and from
the Government for the tax
payments. Vehicle tax was
cancelled in Delhi and
Telangana to provide relief
but no such steps were taken
in Andhra Pradesh till now,
he pointed out.

Satya Prasad said that the
transport business has come
down by over 40 percent and
the Government should give
a special package to the dri-
vers and workers by recog-
nising the transport sector as
an industry.

Satya Prasad
demanded the
Government
cancel the Rs 4
labour cess
which was not
being collected
in any other
state in the
country.

Jana Sena colluding with TDP
against YSRCP, alleges Minister 

13 constables
promoted as
Assistant S-Is

Man accuses
tahsildar of
extortion,
attempts suicide
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A couple from Nellore tried
to commit suicide near the
AP Secretariat at Velagapudi
on Saturday after accusing the
Duttaluru tahsildar of extort-
ing Rs 1 crore to complete the
online registration of their
farmland.

Arigela Nagarjuna, along
with his wife and two chil-
dren reached the Secretariat,
bringing along petrol in bot-
tles. Nagarjuna alleged that
Duttaluru tahsildar
Chandrasekhar promised to
regularise their farmland
through an online process
and so far collected Rs 1 crore
in several instalments.

He alleged that when he
asked Chandrasekhar to
return the money, there was
no response. “My complaints
to higher-ups too went in
vain,” Nagarjuna stated.

He said that vexed by the
behaviour of Chandrasekhar,
he decided to commit suicide
along with his family. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

If you are applying for a pass-
port, chances are you will be fill-
ing up an online form to finalise
an appointment date for the in-
person verification of docu-
ments and the final checks
before your passport application
is processed. Mind you, the offi-
cial website is www.passportin-
dia.gov.in. 

However, there are a lot of
fake websites that have cropped
up, which promise to help appli-
cants fill the online form, sched-
ule the appointment at the
Passport Seva Kendra nearest to
you, help you with the required
documents and also charge a fee
for rendering these unautho-
rised services.

In an alert on fake websites
related to passport services, cit-
izens are being warned that
these fake websites are registered
in the domain names that end
with .org, .in and .com such as
w w w. indiap assp or t .org ,
www.passportindiaportal.in,

w w w. p a s s p or t - i n d i a . i n ,
w w w. p a s s p o r t - s e v a . i n ,
www.applypassport.org. 

In fact, most of these websites
look very similar to the original
website of the Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of
India, for applying passport
services.

The cybercrime police station
receives at least one complaint
daily from persons defrauded by
using the fake passport services. 

According to the latest com-

plaint, a resident of Jubilee Hills
area lost Rs 2,999 by using the
fake website. 

The people, instead of brows-
ing the regional passport offi-
cer's official website are search-
ing the Internet. The regional
passport officer's website, under
the Ministry of External Affairs,
is linked to a server which is
under the control of the Union
government. 

Instead of browsing the offi-
cial website, people have been

approaching the fake websites
created by cyber criminals. 

If people browse any of the
fake websites, they actually get
directed to other fake sites. The
people have been giving their
full information and paying
money to these sites. However,
they find problems while book-
ing the slot. 

Then, they are approaching
the police for help. The police
said that only one person, out of
40 persons duped by cyber
criminals had complained to the
police about the fraud. Majority
of them are not complaining as
the loss of money is not so high.
Besides losing money, the peo-
ple have been giving their valu-
able information to the cyber
criminals. 

The police have been inves-
tigating the case to search the
roots of these fake websites. 

The police are cautioning
the people and asking them to
ascertain whether the website is
genuine, before they fill infor-
mation and pay money. 

Beware! Fake passport services
may steal your money and data 

Gangs blackmailing rich women on the prowl 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Eight people were on Saturday
arrested for allegedly slaugh-
tering 16 cows in Siddipet dis-
trict of Telangana, police said.
Acting on information that the
cows were slaughtered on the
outskirts of Siddipet on Friday,
a police team reached the
spot and arrested the eight.The
district Police Commissioner
D Joel Davis said a case was
registered under relevant sec-
tions of the IPC, Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (PCA)
Act and Prohibition of Cows
Slaughter Act.

Eight held for 
cow slaughter 
in Telangana

PNS n HYDERABAD

A gang is on the prowl in the
outskirts of Hyderabad target-
ing rich women, including
teenagers, who frequent pubs,
discos, resorts or other hang-
outs looking for some fun.

The modus operandi of the
gang is simple. They somehow
manage to befriend their vic-
tims - rich women, including
teenagers, whose parents are
rich - lace their food or drinks
with drugs, mostly some types
of intoxicants to ensure they
stay intoxicated for about three
hours. In these three hours the
gang members exploit their
victims sexually and video
record the entire proceedings
and then blackmail their vic-
tims for money. In most cases

the victims end up giving into
the demands of the gang,
afraid the criminals will make
the video viral or hand it over
to the family members, there-
by assassinating their charac-
ters.

The police have recently
got the scent of such gangs
and are trying to nab the cul-
prits. In the meanwhile the

police have warned the
women to be extra cautious
when they visit pubs or
resorts, especially for dinners
or other parties. Women,
who have fallen prey to such
criminal elements, are in
absolute distress, more so
because they are unable to
share their misfortune with
either their family or friends.

The police have stepped up
vigil to nab such criminal ele-
ments. They have even cau-
tioned the parents and have
asked them to sensitise their
children, who are regulars at
pubs, resorts or other enter-
tainment zones in the city.
The police have asked the
parents to look for percepti-
ble changes in the behaviour
of their children.
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PNS n KHAMMAM

Minister for Transport
Puvvada Ajay Kumar on
Saturday termed Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao as the safe bet for
Telangana.

Addressing the media here
on Saturday, he said that the
BJP and Congress leaders
have been promising earth
and heaven for the develop-
ment of Telangana, which he
said is not apparently possi-
ble.

He charged Congress with
allowing unemployment to
grow in the country.
Furthermore, the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre has been
looking down upon the
Government of Telangana, he
pointed out.

He appealed to the gradu-
ates and other educated to
take a decision and cast their
vote in the MLC elections
after giving a considerable
thought. 

KCR has shown perma-
nent solutions to many prob-
lems gripping Telangana, he
reminded. 

He predicted grand victo-
ry for the TRS candidate in
the Hyderabad-Rangareddy-
Mahbubnagar Graduates
‘constituency elections.

PNS n KARIMNAGAR

In a boost for milk producers,
the management of
Karimnagar Milk Producer
Company nee Karimnagar
Dairy has decided to increase
the milk procurement price by
Rs 2 per litre plus it would also
give Rs 1 per litre as an incen-
tive in addition to the govern-
ment incentive of Rs 4 per
litre.

Besides, the dairy farms
(bulk suppliers, who would
supply more than 50 litres to
the dairy) would also get an
incentive ranging from Rs 1 to
Rs 4 per litre depending upon
the range of supplying milk to
the Karimnagar Dairy.

A decision to this effect was
taken at the Karimnagar Milk
Producer Company Limited
(KMPCL) Board of Directors
meeting held on the dairy
premises here on Friday under
the chairmanship of Ch
Rajeshwara Rao.

With this decision of
increasing the milk procure-
ment price, the farmers would
get Rs 640 per kg of fat for buf-
falo milk against the old rate
of Rs 620 per kg fat for buffa-
lo milk. 

For the cow milk, farmers
would get Rs 257 per kg (total
solids) against the old rate of

Rs 245 per kg total solids plus
an incentive of Rs 1 per litre.

The Karimnagar Dairy
would procure one litre of buf-
falo milk having 6 per cent fat
content at Rs 39.40 paise
against the old rate of Rs
37.20 per litre, seven per cent
fat at Rs 45.80 paise per litre
against the old rate of Rs
43.40 per litre and 10 per cent
fat content at Rs 65 per litre
against the old rate of Rs 62
per litre. 

Similarly, the cow milk hav-
ing four per cent fat would be
procured at Rs 33.13 per litre
against the old rate of Rs
30.63 per litre, the 4.5 per cent
fat content cow milk would be
procured at Rs 34.41 per litre
against Rs 31.85 per litre and
five per cent fat content at Rs
35.70 against the old rate of Rs
33.08 per litre.

Karimnagar Dairy
increases milk
procurement price

Puvvada terms
KCR a safe bet 
for Telangana

Karimnagar Dairy chairman 
Ch Rajeshwara Rao

n The BJP and Congress
leaders have been
promising earth and
heaven for the
development of
Telangana, which is not
apparently possible,
opined Minister for
Transport Puvvada Ajay
Kumar

n He charged Congress
with allowing
unemployment to
grow in the country.
Furthermore, the BJP
government at the
Centre has been
looking down upon 
the Government of
Telangana, he 
pointed out.

PNS n JAYASHANKAR 
BHUPALAPALLY

Chakrasnanam was performed
to Sri Venkateshwara Swamy,
along with Sridevi Bhudevi, by
chanting of Vedic hymns at the
sacred Triveni Sangamam in
Kaleshwaram of Jayashankar
Bhupalapally district on
Saturday. 

The Magha Maha Snana Puja
was performed in the month of
Magha.  OSD Dollar Seshadri

said that TTD has decided to
perform Chakrasnanam to the
Lord and His consorts at
Kaleshwaram  in Triveni
Sangamam . 

The ceremony was performed
here instead of Kashi for the first
time due to the Covid. A large
number of devotees attended
the ceremony as the Srivari fes-
tival idols reached Kaleshwaram
from the Tirumala Tirupati
temple.  After performing spe-
cial pujas, the Lord’s celestial

wedding was performed and
tirtha prasadam was distributed
to devotees.

Peddapalli Zilla Parishad
chairperson Putta Madhukar
and his wife Shailaja,
Bhupalpally Zilla Parishad chair-
person Jakku Sriharshini,
Jayashankar Bhupalpally District
Collector Krishna Aditya,
Superintendent of Police
Sangram Singh Patil couple par-
ticipated in the Magha Purnima
puja at Triveni Sangamam. 

Tirumala deities given celestial bath at Kaleshwaram

TTD priests perform
Chakrasnanam to

Lord Venkateshwara
and His consorts

Sridevi and 
Bhudevi at Triveni

Sangamam in
Jayashankar

Bhupapally district
on Saturday

PNS n IBRAHIMPATNAM

Minister for Finance T Harish
Rao has asked the TRS cadre
to ensure at least 70 to 80 per
cent of the polling in the MLC
elections to ensure the TRS
victory in Graduate MLC
polls.

Launching the party cam-
paign from Ibrahimpatnam
on Saturday, he said that the
TRS strength is the network of
party activists and leaders
which neither the BJP nor the
Congress have had.

The TRS victory is certain
provided the workers work
hard, he said. He asked the
party rank and file to meet the
voters directly and explain the
voters why anyone should vote
for the TRS. What is the use of
exercising the franchise in
favour of the BJP, or the
Congress since they are not in
power, he said.

Uttering the word Telangana
was prohibited once, he said
adding that the credit for
bringing statehood to the
region goes to the Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao.  The Congress used to
chant the word Telangana with
an eye on elections, he remind-
ed.

Did the BJP, in spite of in

power at the Centre for so
many years, supply drinking
water at the doorstep of the
people, he questioned. 

The Centre copied the TRS
government’s Mission
Bhagiratha programme, he
pointed out. Did the Congress,
or TDP provide drinking
water to the people of the
region in spite of ruling the
undivided state for over 70
years, he questioned.

The Centre copied the state’s
Rytu Bandhu scheme and is
extending an input subsidy of
Rs 6,000 per acre, while the
TRS government gives Rs
10,000 per acre towards the
input subsidy, he compared.

The power position in
Telangana improved to 16,000
MW as against the 7778 mw
when statehood to the state
was achieved, he compared.

Barring Telangana, did any-
where in the country the agri-
culture sector gets round the
clock power supply, he ques-
tioned.

The BJP copied the TRS
scheme and implementing
Garib Kalyan Yojna. He said
the TRS government gives Rs
1 lakh under Kalyana Lakshmi
and Shadi Mubarak.

The BJP promised railway
coach factory to Telangana, Rs
400 crore to the development
of backward regions, steel fac-

tory at Bayyaram and a tribal
university to the state, he said
daring the BJP to fulfil the
promises.

The GDP growth rate plum-
meted to minus 8 per cent
from the 8 per cent at the time
of BJP coming to power in the
state, he said adding that the
GSDP rate in Telangana was
put at more than 14 per cent.
He promised Krishna water to
Ibrahimpatnam. Besides being
the daughter of PV Narasimha
Rao, Vani Devi is an educa-
tionist and a service minded
person. He therefore appealed
to the people to elect the one
and only female in the race
with highest majority.

TRS strength is network of
party workers: Harish Rao

n Launching the party
campaign from
Ibrahimpatnam on
Saturday, Minister
for Finance T Harish
Rao said that the
TRS strength is the
network of party
activists and leaders
which neither the
BJP nor the
Congress have had.

PNS n HYDERABAD

BJP state unit president Bandi
Sanjay on Saturday warned the
party cadres against crossing
the party line and advised
them to work for the BJP
nominees’ success in
Nagarunasagar bypoll
whomever the party leadership
picks up the candidate.

To wrest the Nagarjunasagar
seat from the TRS, the BJP has
been devising plans. Recently,
Telangana in-charge of the
BJP Tarun Chug toured the
Nagarjunasagar constituency
as a special emissary of the
national leadership of the
party. He was reported to have
expressed his impatience over
the party leaders campaigning
for the party in their separate
ways. He wound up his tour in
the middle and returned to
Delhi.

Irated at the party leaders
not working with team spirit,
Bandi Sanjay said that he
would not tolerate if anyone
were to cross the party line.

The role of Vijayashanthi is
going to be very crucial in the
campaign for the
Nagarjunasagar bypoll as she
is preparing herself to launch
a scathing attack on the TRS

with her sharp criticism.
Vijayashanthi, who recently

returned to the BJP, is under-
stood to have been given a free
hand in running the party
campaign. The BJP is of the
view that her campaign would
benefit the party.

The BJP got a vote share of
only 1.48 per cent in the
Assembly elections in 2018
while the TRS romped home
with a 46 per cent vote share
and the Congress had trailed
with a 42 per cent vote share.

The BJP candidate Nivedita
Reddy secured 2,675 votes in

the Assembly polls and fin-
ished fourth in the race.

The BJP leaders said that the
BJP had to make a tight rope
walking in Nagarjunasagar is
the constituency bordered by
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh
state and the party has no
enough activists at the grass-
roots.

The BJP leaders have
focussed their attention on
improving their tally from
2,675 to over 60,000.  To
achieve this, the BJP put sev-
eral caste equations under a
scanner. 

PNS n MAHBUBNAGAR

Minister for Roads and
Bui ldings  Vemula
Prashanth Reddy has called
upon the TRS rank and file
to ensure the victory of the
TRS nominee for
Hyderabad-Rangareddy-
Mahbubnagar distr ic ts
graduates’ constituency
polls Vani Devi with the
highest majority to enhance
the image of  Excise
Minister V Srinivas Goud
in the eyes of Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao.

He was the chief guest in
the TRS MLC polls prepara-
tory meeting held at the
TRS headquarters here on
Saturday, along with Excise
Minister Srinivas Goud, he
said that Vani Devi, in spite
of her celebrity family ori-
gin, leads a simple life.

The CM has been devel-
oping the state raising the
above narrow political con-
siderations, he said con-
demning BJP state president
Bandi Sanjay’s remarks
against a leader of the
Telangana movement.

Out of the total pension
that CM KCR gives – Rs
2,016 per month – the con-
tribution of the Centre was
only Rs 200, he said.   

‘TS ahead of
others State 
in welfare
schemes’

NAGARJUNASAGAR BYPOLL

Bandi Sanjay warns cadre 
not to cross party line

PNS n HYDERABAD

AICC National Spokesperson
Sravan Dasoju warned KT
Rama Rao, Minister for
Industries, IT and Municipal
Administration, to stop playing
the provocative and undemo-
cratic politics in Telangana
instead he asked him to focus
on creating employment to
over 40 lakh beleaguered
unemployed youth in the state.

Sravan, along with TPCC
and NSUI leaders, including
Indira Shobhan, Anil Kumar
Yadav, Shivasena Reddy,
Mogulla Raji Reddy, Mettu Sai
Kumar, Kalvala Sujatha, Rohith,
addressed the media at Gandhi
Bhavan in Hyderabad.

According to him, the

Congress party has created
new employment by setting up
of new universities across the
state, including Telangana,
Mahatma Gandhi University,
IIT Basara, IIT-Hyderabad,
Palamuru University,
Shatavahana University among
others were set up at that time.

Further criticising KCR and
KTR who have been deliberate-

ly betraying not only the unem-
ployed youth, but also the
farmers and every section of
Telangana, he  said, “This is a
careless government. KCR
doesn’t listen to anyone. Giving
away old-age pensions and
Rythu Bandhu is not only the
duty of the government. You
must appoint VCs and faculty
to the universities, fill up exist-
ing vacancies and create new
employment. Are your Cabinet
colleagues Ch Malla Reddy
and Palla Rajeshwar Reddy
running their universities with-
out VCs and half of the staff?

At a time when the TSPSC
itself is functioning without a
head and half of the staff, how
can this government ensure the
good governance to the people

of Telangana, he slammed.  He
lamented KTR for his failures
to retain ITIR, NIMZ while
doing business with Pharma
City lands grabbed from farm-
ers at Rs 6-8 lakhs per acre and
offering them for Rs 1 crore per
acre.

He also suggested the min-
ister not embarrass the daugh-
ter of PV Narasimha Rao for
the sake of winning MLC elec-
tions. He said that graduates are
ready to teach a lesson to the
TRS, which is encouraging
defectors. He further warned
that they will fight on employ-
ment issues from ‘gully to zilla’,
along with NSUI, Youth
Congress and won’t spare the
arrogant politics being played
by KCR and his family.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) president N
Uttam Kumar Reddy on
Saturday said that the Congress
would not keep quiet until all
those involved in the murder of
advocates Vaman Rao and his
wife Nagamani were brought to
justice.

The lawyer couple was bru-
tally murdered in broad daylight
at Peddapalli on February 17,
2021.

Accompanied with MLA D
Sridhar Babu, DCC presidents
Komaraiah, Laxman and

Prakash Reddy, ex-MLA Vijaya
Ramana Rao and other leaders,

Uttam Kumar Reddy met the
parents and family members of

Vaman Rao and Nagamani at
their residence in Manthani
constituency on Saturday. He
conveyed condolences and sym-
pathies on behalf of the entire
Congress party.

Kishan Rao, father of Vaman
Rao, said he did not have any
confidence in the investigation
of the local police. Responding
to this, Uttam Kumar Reddy
informed that the Congress
leaders have already met
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan demanding a
court-monitored CBI investiga-
tion. He assured the family of all
support of the Congress. 

PNS n PATANCHERU

Medak MP Kotha Prabhakar
Reddy directed the new corpo-
rators to work in line with the
aspirations of the people and
bring a good name to the gov-
ernment and the party.

Patancheru MLA G Mahipal
Reddy hosted a party for new
corporators and former corpo-
rators, who emerged victorious
in the recent GHMC elec-
tions, at the GMR Convention
Centre. The MP, who was pre-
sent as the chief guest at the
meeting, recalled that the peo-
ple in the three divisions under
the Patancheru constituency
had given a huge victory to the
TRS candidates with great con-
fidence. He called for the devel-
opment programmes in line
with the needs of the people
and the provision of transpar-
ent governance with the partic-
ipation of all.

MLC Bhupal Reddy said
that a lasting place in the hearts
of the people is possible only
when they work in line with the
aspirations of the people. MLA
Mahipal Reddy said the
GHMC should take planned
steps to implement the promis-
es made in the elections.

Later, new corporators Mettu
Kumar Yadav, Sindhu Adarsh
Reddy, Pushpa Nagesh, former
corporators Shankar Yadav and
Anjaiah Yadav, former area
committee members and ward
committee members were felic-
itated.

K VENKATESHWARLU

nHYDERABAD

Representatives of several stu-
dent unions have staged a protest
on Saturday in front of Arts
College at Osmania University
against BJP MLA Raja Singh for
using abusive language against the
people who eat cow meat. They
demanded that Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao arrest Raja
Singh for making derogatory
remarks against SC/ST and
Minorities. They warned Raja
Singh stating that they will attack
the latter if not tendered apology
to the beef eaters.

While eating beef, the protest-

ers threw a challenge at the BJP
and RSS leaders asking the latter
to catch them if they have guts. The
protesters ate the beef while enact-
ing feeding beef to the portrait of
Raja Singh. Later, they burnt the
effigy of Raja Singh raising slogans
against him. They alleged that it is
not proper of Raja Singh to say that
not to take donations from the beef
eaters for the Ram temple at
Ayodya. They said that Raja Singh
has to give a call not to seek the
votes from the SC/ST/Minorities,
who eat beef. They said that it is
not proper for Raja Singh to cre-
ate communal differences while
using abusive language against the
cow meat-eaters. Taking serious

objection to the language used by
Raja Singh against the beef eaters,
the protesters warned Raja Singh
that they will also use the same lan-
guage against the legislator.

Representatives from AISF, SFI,
MSF (TS), PDSU, SSU, TVV,
MSF and DBS participated in the
protest.  It may be recalled that Raja
Singh used abusive language
against the cow meat-eaters in a
programme, which went viral on
Saturday, and called upon the peo-
ple not to take donations for the
Ram temple construction at
Ayodhya from them. He also
called upon the people not to pur-
chase anything from the cow
eaters.

n The TRS victory is certain
provided the workers
work hard, he said. He
asked the party rank and
file to meet the voters
directly and explain the
voters why anyone
should vote for the TRS.
What is the use of
exercising the franchise
in favour of the BJP, or
the Congress since they
are not in power, he said

n To wrest the Nagarjunasagar
seat from the TRS, the BJP
has been devising plans

n Recently, Telangana in-
charge for the BJP Tarun
Chug toured the
Nagarjunasagar constituency
as a special emissary of the
national leadership of the
party. He was reported to
have expressed his
impatience over the 
party leaders campaigning
for the party in their 
separate ways

Provide jobs to youth, Sravan tells KTR Uttam promises relentless fight for 
justice to family of murdered lawyers

Row over Raja Singh’s jibe at beef eaters

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Department of
Information and Public
Relations TNGO Union calen-
dar was released at the
Samachar Bhavan in Masab
Tank here on Saturday.

Additional Directors
Nagayya Kamble, LL Kishore
Babu, DS Jagan, N
Venkateshwara Rao, D Srinivas,
SA Hashmi, Radhakishan,
Department of Information
and Public Relations TNGO
Union presidents Akula Vanaja,

general secretary Korudu Anil
Kumar, vice-president Dargah
Jitender, treasurer Umesh
Bajpayee, joint secretary T
Durga Prasad, Meenakshi,
Swarnalatha, Nagraj, Naresh,
Majeed and others were present
on the  occasion.

I&PR TNGO Union calendar released

‘Strive to fulfil
people’s
aspirations’

TPCC chief N Uttam Kumar Reddy consoles the father of slain advocate 
G Vaman Rao at his residence in Manthani on Saturday
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T
he Indian Army's Central
Command on Saturday
honoured its distinguished

and gallant soldiers at an
investiture ceremony held at
its Madhya Bharat Area
headquarters here. General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Central Command, Lieutenant General I S Ghuman felicitated officers
and other ranks with gallantry and distinguished service awards, an
official release stated. At least 20 Sena Medals (gallantry), two Sena
Medals (distinguished), eight Vishist Seva Medals and a Yudh Seva
Medal were bestowed, it was stated. According to the release, the
Lieutenant General also bestowed "Central Command Unit Citation"
to 15 units for their meritorious and outstanding performance.
Addressing the ceremony, Lt Gen Ghuman congratulated the
awardees and recipients of the unit citations. 

INDIA CORNER

PNS n UDHAMPUR (JK)

The Army's northern com-
mander Lt Gen YK Joshi on
Saturday said the agreement
between India and Pakistan
to strictly adhere to the cease-
fire pact along the Line of
Control (LoC) would have no
bearing on the counter-ter-
rorism operations in Jammu
and Kashmir.

He said the northern com-
mand, which looks after the
security of the twin union ter-
ritories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh,
remained on the highest alert
and made possible what was
believed impossible by the
bravery, grit and determina-
tion of its personnel in the
face of challenging situations
along the border.

"Recently, the Director
General of Military
Operations (DGMOs) of
India and Pakistan have
announced an agreement to
uphold ceasefire along the

LoC from February 24 and 25
midnight. I want to assure
that this ceasefire will have no
bearing on the counter-ter-
rorist operations and we will
maintain our alertness," Lt
Gen Joshi said at the north-
ern command investiture cer-
emony here.

During the ceremony, the
Army commander presented

two Bar to Sena medals (gal-
lantry) and 50 Sena medals
(gallantry) to the brave sol-
diers. He also presented three
Sena medals (distinguished)
and six Vishisht Seva medals
for selfless service to the
nation.

Lt Gen Joshi also awarded
unit appreciation to 26 units
for their overall outstanding

performance in the com-
mand theatre.

"The northern command
has always stood like a shield
against the attempts by our
neighbouring countries to
spread disturbance and it will
continue to remain so in the
future. Whenever anyone
raises an evil eye on our
country, Indian Army has

replied strongly," Lt Gen Joshi
said.

Without naming China
and Pakistan, he said Indian
Army has maintained its
domination on its borders
with the neighbouring coun-
tries and helped in maintain-
ing peace in the hinterland.

Referring to the eastern
Ladakh standoff with the
Chinese army, he said Indian
Army stood up to the challenge
on the snow-capped mountains
of the Line of Actual Control
during the challenging situa-
tion in 2020 and maintained
the highest alert.

"Our action is a glaring
example of our training, brav-
ery and pledge (to safeguard
the borders) and it will be
written in history with gold-
en words. The northern com-
mand made possible what
seemed impossible. The suc-
cess of the operation (in
Ladakh) is the glaring exam-
ple of the bravery of Indian
Army,” he said.

No bearing on counter-terrorism
operations in J&K, says Army

PNS nMUMBAI

A Maharashtra minister on
Saturday opposed the central
government's regulations for
social media platforms and over-
the-top (OTT) players, terming
them as "dictatorial" and a "threat"
to democracy.

The Minister of State forIT
Satej Patil also said these regula-
tions need to be opposed strong-
ly as they infringe the privacy of
individuals and free speech given
by the Constitution.

"This move by the Centre
needs to be fought tooth and nail.
Such dictatorial regulations will
not be accepted by the people of
this democratic country," he
said.Some bureaucrats deciding
on what needs to be published
and what not on any media plat-
form is nothing but an attack on
the freedom of press in India,

Patil added. "Such orders will not
have any standing in the court of
law," he said. Talking about the
arrest of activist Disha Ravi for
her alleged involvement in shar-
ing a "toolkit" on social media
related to the farmers' protest, the
senior Congress leader from
Kolhapur said the entire episode
was an act to suppress the voice
of those who are exercising their
freedom to speech.

A Delhi court recently grant-
ed bail to the activist. 
The Centre on February
25announced sweeping regula-
tions for social media firms,
such as Facebook and Twitter as
well as OTT players like Netflix,
requiring them to remove any
content flagged by authorities
within 36 hours and setting up a
complaint redressal mechanism
with an officer being based in the
country.

‘Centre's social media
rules are dictatorial’

PNS n KOLKATA

The Left-Congress-ISF alliance
will kick-off its campaign for the
upcoming assembly elections
in West Bengal with a mega rally
at the Brigade Parade Grounds
in Kolkata on Sunday.

The CPI(M)-led Left Front
and the Congress have already
sealed a seat-sharing agreement,
while the talks between the Left
and Pirzada Abbas Siddiqui's ISF
have also concluded with both
agreeing on 30 seats for the
newly- floated outfit.

The negotiations between
Congress and the Indian Secular
Front (ISF) are at present under-
way, and both sides are hopeful
that the differences over a few
seats would be resolved, sources
said.

"The mega rally at Brigade will
mark the beginning of our cam-
paign for the assembly elec-
tions. We want to provide an
alternative to the anti-people and

communal politics of the TMC
and the BJP," senior Congress
leader Pradip Bhattacharya said.

"A section of the press, and the
TMC and the BJP are trying to
project it as a two-cornered
contest, but it will be a three-way
fight in Bengal," he added.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury, state Congress
president Adhir Chowdhury,
ISF's Siddiqui will be the main
speakers at the rally. Chattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel

will also be present, besides
state leaders of the Congress and
the Left parties. The state
Congress and the Left wanted
Rahul Gandhi or Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra to address the
rally, which would have given a
major boost to the alliance's cam-
paign, but both refrained from
it, considering the compulsions
of the Kerala elections where the
Congress-led UDF is in a direct
contest against the LDF, sources
said.

Left-Cong-ISF alliance to
kick off Bengal campaign 

PNS n
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A day long hartal,   called by
various outfits over the ongoing
controversy regarding an
alleged deep sea fishing contract
between the CPI(M)-led gov-
ernment and a US-based com-
pany, hit life in coastal areas of
Kerala on Saturday.

Various pro-Congress outfits,
under the banner of Matsya
Mekhala Samraks hana
Samithi, called for the hartal in
the coastal belt. 

Boats did not venture into
seain the majority of places and
hundreds of fishermen kept
themselves away from their
job, expressing solidarity with
the agitation. Harbours and
shops in coastal areas remained
shut in various districts.  Both
boat owners and traditional
fishermen were cooperating
with the hartal, the Samithi
sources said.      

PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday exhorted toy man-
ufacturers to use less plastic
and more eco-friendly and
recyclable material in a bid to
increase the share of the
domestic industry in the glob-
al market.

Inaugurating the first India
Toy Fair, the Prime Minister
said, "We have to become
Aatmanirbhar in the toy sector
and also cater to the global
market".

Observing that India's share
in the USD 100 billion global
toy market is very small, and 85
per cent of the toys in the coun-
try are sourced from abroad,
Modi said there is a need to
change this situation.

"In the field of toys, India has
tradition and technology, India

has concepts and competence.
We can take the world back

towards eco-friendly toys.
Through our software engi-
neers, computer games can
bring the stories of India to the
world," he said.

While referring to the tradi-
tional toy industry, the Prime
Minister underlined the need
for promoting Handmade in
India.

If there is a demand for
Made in India today, then the
demand for Handmade in
India is also increasing equal-
ly, he said, adding "today peo-
ple do not only buy toys as a
product, but also want to con-
nect with the experience asso-
ciated with that toy. So, we have
to promote Handmade in India
as well".

The Prime Minister
appealed to the manufacturers

to make toys that are better for
both ecology and psychology,
using less plastic and more of
such things that can be recy-
cled. Referring to the initiatives
of the government, Modi said
the country has now graded the
toy industry in 24 major sec-
tors.

The National Toy Action
Plan has also been prepared, he
said, adding, "it has included 15
ministries and departments to
make these industries compet-
itive, the country to become
self-reliant in toys, and India's
toys also go into the world.
Throughout this campaign,
state governments have been
made an equal partner in
developing the toy clusters".

He said along with this,
efforts are made to strengthen

the possibilities of toy tourism.
Toyathon-2021 was also organ-
ised to promote Indian sports-
based toys and more than
7,000 ideas were brainstormed.

The Prime Minister also
used the occasion to interact
with traditional toymakers
from Chennapatnam, Varanasi
and Jaipur and impress upon
them the need to innovate and
make toys more relevant keep-
ing in view the changing taste
of children.

More than 1,000 exhibitors
participated in the Toy Fair
2021, which will continue till
March 2. The first toy fair is not
just a business or economic
event, he said, adding that it
seeks to strengthen the coun-
try's age-old culture of sports
and cheer.

PM asks toy manufacturers to use less plastic

PNS n JAIPUR

In a daring heist, thieves
allegedly stole huge quantity of
silver kept in a box buried in the
basement of a Jaipur house by
digging a 20-foot-long and 15-
foot-deep tunnel, according to
police.  

The owner of the house, who
is a doctor by profession, has not
disclosed the exact quantity of
silver. Police said the accused
had purchased a house right
behind the doctor's house for Rs
87 lakh in January and covered
its wall with tin sheds to block
the view and started the digging
work.  

The accused dug the tunnel
from the newly purchased
house and reached the exact
location where the box was
buried. They cut open the box
and stole the silver.

Dr Sunit Soni, who runs a
hair transplant clinic, came to
know about the theft when he
found the flooring of the base-
ment uneven and dug it on
Wednesday. Soni
informed police on Wednesday
evening.  "Primary investigation
indicates the involvement of Dr
Soni's friend who knew about
the silver. We have detained him
and he is being interrogated.

Thieves dig
tunnel into
Jaipur house

Army's Central Command honours
soldiers with service awards

T
he women's wing of the
Maharashtra BJP on Saturday
held protests in parts of the state

to demand resignation of forest
minister Sanjay Rathod, whose name
is being linked to the death of a
woman in Pune. The protests were
held at prominent locations in
Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Thane,
Nashik, Sindhudurg, Aurangabad and
other cities. As part of the protest, the
agitators tried to block the main
streets in these cities. The woman
had died after falling from a building in Hadapsar area of Pune on
February 8. Some social media posts and the opposition BJP have
alleged that Rathod was linked to the death of the 23-year-old
woman. Holding the minister responsible for the death, a protester
in Mumbai said, "Such a person should not remain in the state
cabinet. The Maharashtra government is delaying his removal.
Which is why we had to hit the streets."

BJP stages protests against Maha
minister over woman's death

M
umbai Police has
registered a case
against three marriage

halls for allowing more
number of guests than the
prescribed limit of 50 on the
complaint of the city civic
body, an official said on
Saturday. At each of these
three marriage halls, located
on CST Road in Kalina, at least 200 guests had assembled on
Friday, the civic official said. He said many guests gathered at these
halls were not wearing a face mask and social distancing norms
were also not adhered to. "Officials of the BMC's (Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation's) health department who were on
supervision duty on Friday night spotted the violations at the three
halls," the official said. Accordingly, action was taken against these
halls and an FIR was lodged at Vakola police station against officials
concerned of each marriage hall for violating the COVID-19
rules, he added. Mumbai city is witnessing a surge in fresh
coronavirus positive cases in the last few days.

COVID: FIR against 3 marriage
halls in Mumbai for violating rules

R
JD leader Tejashwi Yadav
on Saturday said his
party will contest the

upcoming Assam
Assembly polls in alliance with
"like-minded" parties. Yadav,
during his first visit to
Guwahati, said he has
already spoken to Congress
and will hold talks with the
AIUDF later in the day to formalise the alliance.  "We are talking to
like-minded parties," he told a press conference here. Yadav said
apart from the Congress and AIUDF, the RJD is in touch with other
smaller parties. "There are around five per cent Hindi-speaking
people from Bihar, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh. We have considerable number of such people in 11
seats, but we'll contest only where chances of winning are high,"
Yadav said. The senior RJD leader also said he would travel to other
poll-bound states  West Bengal, Kerala and Puducherry  to
campaign against the BJP and its allies.   

‘RJD to contest Assam Assembly polls
in alliance with like- minded parties’

Fishing hartal
hits coastal
belt in Kerala PNS n MUMBAI

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB)  has registered a case of
disproportionate assets against
the husband of Maharashtra
BJP leader Chitra Wagh, an
official said on Saturday.

The case against Kishore
Jagannath Wagh was filed on
February 12 following an open
inquiry in a bribery case, he
said.

"It was found that 90.24 per
cent of his assets were dispro-
portionate. He has been
booked under sections of the
Prevention of Corruption Act,"
he said. Wagh was working as
a medical records librarian at

Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial hospital at Parel in
Central Mumbai, he said.

On July 5, 2016, a case had
been registered against the
medical superintendent of the
hospital Gajanan Bhagat, its
medical records librarian
Wagh and a private person
Sandeep Kamble for demand-
ing and accepting bribe, he
said. "A raid was conducted at
Wagh's residence in connec-
tion with the investigation of
the case and an open enquiry
was initiated against him on
February 11, 2017," he said.

Based on the inquiry report,
a case of disproportionate
assets was registered against
Wagh, the official said.

Meanwhile, BJP leader
Pravin Darekar alleged that the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government is indulging in
revenge politics by implicating
the husband of Maharashtra

BJP vice president Chitra
Wagh in a false case.

Chitra Wagh has been vocal
against state forest minister and
Shiv Sena MLA Sanjay Rathod
for the past some weeks.
Invoking an old case against
her husband and filing a fresh
case against him is revenge pol-
itics. This is highly unfair," the
Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Council said.

A 23-year-old woman died
after falling from a building in
Hadapsar area of Pune on
February 8. Some social media
posts and the opposition BJP
have alleged that Maharashtra
minister and Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Rathod was linked to
her death.

PNS n TUTICORIN (TN)

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi    on Saturday
launched a scathing attack on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the Sino-India
border standoff, charging
him with being 'scared' of the
eastern neighbour.

Before the stand-off at
eastern Ladakh, where the
disengagement process has
been completed with the

withdrawal  of  t roops,
weapons and other military
hardware from the North
and South banks of Pangong
lake areas, the Chinese "test-
ed the idea in Dokhlam (in
2017)," he said.

"Essentially the Chinese
occupied certain strategic
areas in our country. They
f irst  tested the idea in
Dokhlam. They tested the
idea to see how would India
react and they noticed India

did not react. And then they
carried out the idea again in
Ladakh and also I believe in
Arunachal Pradesh," he said.

Launching his three-day
tour of Tamil Nadu ahead of
the April 6 Assembly polls,
the Congress leader, while
interacting with advocates
here, reiterated his "hum do
hamare do" jibe at the ruling
dispensation at the Centre.

Speaking in detail over
the  order standoff, Gandhi
said Modi's first reaction to
the Chinese incursions was
"that nobody has come into
India."

PNS n LUCKNOW

BSP president Mayawati on
Saturday paid tributes to saint-
poet Ravidas on his birth anniver-
sary and asked the BJP-led cen-
tral and state governments to fol-
low the path shown by him in
serving the society and country.

In tweets in Hindi, the BSP

president recalled the works
done by the governments led by
her to realise the dreams of
Ravidas.

"Under the BSP governments
formed in the state four times, a
lot of effort was made to realise
the dreams of Santguru Ravidasji,
and the work done in public
interest and public welfare in his

honour is not hidden from any-
one. It will be appropriate if the
central and state governments do
good for the society and country
by following the path shown by
him," she said.  In a press release
issued later, the BSP president said
that the message given by Ravidas
was not for fulfilling political
motives but for serving the soci-

ety, which has been completely
forgotten in the present times,
leading to tension and violence.

Recalling the works done in
his honour, she said that her gov-
ernment had named Bhadohi
district after him but it was
changed by the previous
Samajwadi Party government
due to "casteist mentality". 

PNS n CHENNAI 

The ruling AIADMK and
BJP commenced   the talks
for sharing seats for the April
6 assembly election in the
state.

Both the parties are likely
to arrive at a consensus soon.

A delegation from the BJP
which included Union
Ministers Kishan Reddy, Gen
V K Singh, BJP national gen-

eral secretary in-charge of
Tamil Nadu C T Ravi, state
party chief L Murugan,

held discussions with Chief
Minister and AIADMK co-
coordinator K Palaniswami
and AIADMK coordinator
and Deputy CM O
Panneerselvam, on Saturday.

BJP state organising gener-
al secretary Kesava Vinayagan
was also present during the
talks.

DA case filed against 
BJP leader's husband

Mayawati pays tributes to poet Ravidas 

Tamil Nadu Assembly polls: AIADMK,
BJP begin seat sharing talks

Rahul attacks Modi over Sino-India standoff

CEASEFIRE ALONG LOC 

BJP leader Pravin
Darekar alleged that
the Maha govt is
indulging in revenge
politics by implicating
the husband of
Maharashtra BJP vice
president Chitra Wagh
in a false case
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MONEY MATTERS

T
he country's foreign exchange
reserves increased by USD

169 million to USD 583.865
billion in the week ended
February 19, RBI data showed.
In the previous week ended
February 12, the reserves had
declined by USD 249 million to
USD 583.697 billion. It had
touched a record high of USD
590.185 billion in the week
ended January 29 this year.
During the reporting week, the
increase in reserves was due to
a rise in the foreign currency

assets (FCAs), a major component of the overall reserves. FCA rose by
USD 1.155 billion to USD 542.106 billion, the Reserve Bank of India's
(RBI) weekly data showed. Expressed in dollar terms, the foreign
currency assets include the effect of appreciation or depreciation of non-
US units like the euro, pound and yen held in the foreign exchange
reserves. The gold reserves declined by USD 977 million to USD 35.25
billion in the week, the RBI data showed. The special drawing rights
(SDRs) with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) fell by USD 4 million
to USD 1.508 billion in the reporting week. The country's reserve
position with the IMF also declined by USD 4 million to USD 5.002
billion in the reporting week, the data showed.

Forex reserves up by USD 
169 mn to USD 583.865 bn

T
he Income Tax Department
on Friday extended the

deadline for filing declarations
and making payment under
direct tax dispute resolution
scheme Vivad Se Vishwas
(VsV) till March 31 and April
30. "CBDT further extends the
date for filing of declarations
under the #VivadSeVishwas

Act, 2020 to 31st March, 2021. Date for payment without additional
amount under VsV extended to 30th April, 2021," the I-T department
tweeted. The last date for filing declaration under VsV scheme was
February 28, while for paying the disputed tax the date is March 31.
As many as 1,25,144 cases have so far opted for the Vivad se
Vishwas (VsV) Scheme, which is 24.5 per cent of the 5,10,491 cases
that were pending at different legal fora. About Rs 97,000 crore worth
disputed tax has opted for resolution under the scheme. The Vivad
Se Vishwas scheme provides for settlement of disputed tax, disputed
interest, disputed penalty or disputed fees in relation to an
assessment or reassessment order on payment of 100 per cent of the
disputed tax and 25 per cent of the disputed penalty or interest or fee.
The taxpayer is granted immunity from levy of interest, penalty and
institution of any proceeding for prosecution for any offence under
the Income-tax Act in respect of matters covered in the declaration.
The Direct Tax Vivad se Vishwas Act, 2020 was enacted on March 17,
2020 to settle direct tax disputes locked up in various appellate
forum.

Govt extends deadline for
filing declarations under VsV

R
oad assistance services provider
Auto iCare on Friday said it has

raised a seed funding of Rs 2 crore
from a consortium of angel
investors. The Mumbai-based start-
up plans to utilise the funds in hiring
talent, expanding, technology
upgrades, and accelerate product

development and for deeper penetration in the Indian market, with one-
stop roadside assistance solutions, according to a statement. The app-
based platform has also integrated artificial intelligence (AI)-enabled
mobile interface for seamless roadside assistance anywhere in the
country, said the statement. Conceptualised in 2015, the start-up has
brought over 50,000 local garages and mechanics under one umbrella
to provide travellers with assistance within 20 minutes, said the
statement. The firm claims to have two affiliated garages at every 10 km
distance. Auto iCare founder Sagar Joshi said, "Since our inception, we
have witnessed great traction in terms of garage partner acquisitions
and we are already generating sizeable revenues. The funds raised will
further help us scale rapidly."  He added that the firm will initially focus
on expansion in markets like Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Andhra
Pradesh and Rajasthan. "We also intend to start 100 standalone service
centres by the end of first quarter of 2021."

Auto iCare raises `̀2 cr seed
funding from angel investors

PNS n WASHINGTON

The House approved a USD
1.9 trillion pandemic relief
bill  early Saturday in a win for
President Joe Biden, even as
top Democrats tried assuring
agitated progressives that
they'd revive their derailed
drive to boost the minimum
wage.

The new president's vision
for flushing cash to individu-
als, businesses, states and cities
battered by COVID-19 passed
on a near party-line 219-212
vote. That ships the massive
measure to the Senate, where
Democrats seem bent on
resuscitating their minimum
wage push and fights could
erupt over state aid and other
issues. 

Democrats said the still-
faltering economy and the
half-million American lives
lost demanded quick, decisive
action. GOP lawmakers, they
said, were out of step with a
public that polling shows
largely views the bill
favourably.

“I am a happy camper
tonight," Rep. Maxine Waters,
D-Calif., said Friday. “This is
what America needs.
Republicans, you ought to be

a part of this. But if you're not,
we're going without you."

Republicans said the bill
was too expensive and said too
few education dollars would be
spent quickly to immediately
reopen schools. They said it
was laden with gifts to
Democratic constituencies like
labour unions and funnelled

money to Democratic-run
states they suggested didn't
need it because their budgets
had bounced back.

“To my colleagues who say
this bill is bold, I say it's bloat-
ed," said House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-
Calif. “To those who say it's
urgent, I say it's unfocused. To

those who say it's popular, I say
it is entirely partisan.”

That divide is making the
fight a showdown over which
party voters will reward for
heaping more federal spending
to combat the coronavirus
and revive the economy atop
the USD 4 trillion approved
last year.

The battle is also emerging
as an early test of Biden's abil-
ity to hold together his party's
fragile congressional majorities
— just 10 votes in the House
and an evenly divided 50-50
Senate. At the same time,
Democrats were trying to fig-
ure out how to assuage pro-
gressives who lost their top
priority in a jarring Senate set-
back Thursday. 

PNS n MUMBAI

Aviation regulator DGCA on
Friday allowed airlines to pro-
vide concessions in air fares to
customers travelling with no
check-in baggage. 

The move comes days after
the Directorate General Civil
Aviation (DGCA) provided
greater flexibility to domestic
carriers on fixing ticket prices
by increasing the minimum
fare band on domestic flights
tickets.

"As part of airline baggage

policy, scheduled airlines will
be allowed to offer free baggage
allowance as well as zero bag-
gage/ no check-in baggage
fares," DGCA said in a circu-
lar on unbundling of services

issued on Friday. 
This will be subject to the

condition that the passenger
booking ticket under such fare
scheme is made aware of the
charges that shall be applicable
if the passenger turns up with
the baggage for check-in at air-
line counter, it stated.

The circular further said
on the basis of various feed-
back received, it is felt that
many times these services pro-
vided by the airline may not be
required by the passenger
while travelling. 

PNS n NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

The domestic air traffic is
expected to be back to the full
pre-COVID-19 level by the
summer schedule with the traf-
fic seeing a sharp recovery from
the July quarter onwards after
the resumption of the services
post Unlock 1.0, Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Hardeep
Singh Puri said on Friday.

Speaking at the 'India Aircraft
Leasing Summit' at New Delhi's
Vigyan Bhawan, Puri also said
the government is not averse to
tweaking the system to make
India a centre for aircraft leas-
ing for both domestic and inter-
national markets.

"Contrary to prophets of
doom and gloom, we have not
only been able to navigate the
pandemic turbulence, (but)
today in terms of domestic civil
aviation, we are almost at the
pre-COVID-19 level.

"If a mutation or variant of the

virus comes in, by the time we
open our summer schedule by
April we will have our full pre-
COVID-19 level of domestic
traffic or even higher," said
Puri.

Stating that civil aviation is the
critical driver of economic
growth, he said that between
2013-14 and 2019-20, the coun-
try's domestic traffic growth has
been 14 per cent.

"The best year we had with
just 7 per cent penetration, we
had a growth rate of 17 per cent.

But, on average, it comes at 14
per cent," he said.

The minister said that barring
the first quarter of 2020 (April-
June), there has been a sharp
recovery in passenger traffic
from July onwards.

Commensurate with the
growth potential of the Indian
aviation sector in the next 20
years, India will need something
like 1,700 to 2,100 aircraft, val-
ued roughly at USD 290 billion
with an estimated delivery of
100 aircraft each year or about
USD 5 billion of financing each

year, he said.
"We are looking at operating

2,000 aircraft in domestic and
international (going ahead),"
Puri said.

The paradigmatic shift that is
happening in the Indian aviation
today is on account of a large
number of factors. But, the two
developments that resonated in
the last 2-3 Budgets, those relat-
ed to establishment of MROs
and financial services particular-
ly aircraft leasing, are going to
provide the transformative
change, said the minister.

"We are today the third-
largest domestic civil aviation
market and within a very short
period of time, we will be the
world's third-largest civil avia-
tion market in overall terms," he
said.

Commercial aircraft are a
mobile asset that can be rapid-
ly redeployed to serve the
strongest market. The share of
these aircraft on lease has esca-
lated from 2 per cent in 1980 to
over 41 per cent in 2018, and it
is estimated to have reached 50
per cent in 2020.

"We are perhaps comparable
(with other major aviation mar-
kets) in some respects. Maybe
we have gone a little further, but
we are not averse to learning and
to tweaking the system further
to attract," he said while echo-
ing the opinion of IFSCA
Chairperson Injeti Srinivas that
India needs to move from a con-
sumer of aviation products to a
producer.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The issue price for sovereign
gold bonds has been fixed at
Rs 4,662 per gram, the
Finance Ministry said on
Friday. "The Government of
India in consultation with the
RBI has decided to allow
discount of Rs 50 per gram
from the issue price to those
investors who apply online
and the payment is made dig-
ital," the statement added. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Sebi on Friday imposed a
total fine of Rs 80 lakh on eight
entities for indulging in fraud-
ulent trading activities in the
shares of PMC Fincorp Ltd.

A fine of Rs 10 lakh each has
been imposed on the entities.

An investigation was con-
ducted by the regulator into the
scrip of PMC Fincorp Ltd (PMC)
for the period from March 29,
2012 to March 31, 2015.

During the probe, it was
found that the entities created

artificial demand in the PMC
shares by continuously buying
shares at increasing prices and
then holding on to the shares
purchased by them, thereby
also reducing the shares held
by the public.

Also, it was worth noting that

once the sustained buying by
the entities reduced and then
stopped, the price of the scrip
started to fall after the middle
of December 2014, Sebi said.

As per the shareholding pat-
tern of March 2015, it is evi-
dent that the combined share-
holding of the entities reduced,
indicating net sales and price
of the scrip fell significantly
during this period from
around Rs 81 in end of
December 2014 to Rs 41.90 by
end of March 2015, as per an
order.

FM highlights
India’s policy
response 
at G20 meet

Airlines allowed to provide
concession for no baggage

Sebi slaps Rs 80L fine on 8 entities
for fraudulent trading activities

US passes, sends to Senate
$1.9T pandemic relief bill 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday high-
lighted India's policy response
to COVID pandemic and the
world's largest inoculation
drive during a meeting with
her G-20 counterparts.

Speaking at the virtual
meeting of the G20 Finance
Ministers and Central Bank
Governors, she said India's
domestic policies have been
based broadly on supporting
citizens through measures
such as credit guarantees,
direct transfers, food guaran-
tees, economic stimulus pack-
ages and accelerating structur-
al reforms.

Sitharaman also spoke
about India's vaccination pro-
gramme, which is the world's
largest and the most ambitious
vaccination drive. The Finance
Minister also mentioned that
India has extended vaccine
support to several countries,
an official statement said.

Govt sets 50L users
threshold to define
‘SM intermediary' 
PNS n NEW DELHI

The government has fixed fifty
lakh registered users as the
threshold for defining 'signifi-
cant social media intermediary',
which will have to adhere to
additional obligations and com-
pliance under the new IT rules
that seek to crack down on mis-
use of social media platforms.

The new rules, announced
earlier this week, require 'signif-
icant social media intermedi-
aries' to follow additional due
diligence, including the
appointment of a chief compli-
ance officer, nodal contact per-
son and resident grievance offi-
cer. All three officials will have
to reside in India.

They will have to publish a
monthly compliance report
and details of the contents
removed proactively.

At present, the country has
53 crore WhatsApp users, 44.8
crore YouTube users, 41 crore
Facebook subscribers, 21 crore

Instagram clients, while 1.75
crore account holders are on
microblogging platform
Twitter. "...the Central
Government hereby specifies
fifty lakh registered users in
India as the threshold for a
social media intermediary to be
considered a significant social
media intermediary," the noti-
fication said. Earlier on
Thursday, the government
announced the tightening of
the rules governing social
media and streaming compa-
nies, requiring them to take
down contentious content
quicker, appoint grievance
redressal officers and assist
investigations. The move aims
to make social media plat-
forms like Facebook,
WhatsApp, Twitter and
Instagram - which have seen
a phenomenal surge in usage
over the past few years in
India - more accountable
and responsible for the con-
tent hosted on their platform.

“I am a happy camper
tonight," Rep. Maxine
Waters, D-Calif., said
Friday. “This is what
America needs.
Republicans, you 
ought to be a part of this.
But if you're not, we're
going without you.”

Digital currency
can transform
payment
transactions
PNS n MUMBAI

Central Bank Digital
Currency (CBDC) has the
potential to bring about a sea
change in payment transac-
tions and quicken transmis-
sion, says a report released by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). However, the virtual
currency poses a risk of dis-
intermediation of the bank-
ing system, the Report on
Currency and Finance (RCF)
for the year 2020-21 released
on Friday said.

The central bank said the
findings of the report do not
represent its view.

"CBDC, once introduced,
can bring about a sea change
in payment transactions,
quickening transmission," it
said, adding that this could be
of greater relevance with the
eventual decline in the usage
of (physical) currency gain-
ing traction. "CBDC is, how-
ever, not an unmixed blessing
– it poses a risk of disinter-
mediation of the banking
system, more so if the com-
mercial banking system is
perceived to be fragile," as per
the report. The public can
convert their CASA deposits
with banks into CBDC,
thereby raising the cost of
bank-based financial inter-
mediation with implications
for growth and financial sta-
bility, it said. Further, the
report said in countries with
significant credit markets,
commercial banks may lose
their primacy as the major
conduit of monetary policy
transmission.  

Sovereign gold
bond issue
price fixed at
Rs 4,662 / gram

“We are today the third-largest

domestic civil aviation market 

and within a very short period 

of time, we will be the world's 

third-largest civil aviation 

market in overall terms”

Air traffic may be back to pre-Covid level by summer

PNS n NEW DELHI

The country's largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) on Saturday
said it has achieved the
milestone of 20 lakh
cumulative exports. The auto

major achieved the milestone as a batch of
products comprising S-Presso, Swift and
Vitara Brezza left for South Africa from the
Mundra Port in Gujarat. "The company has
been exporting vehicles for past 34 years
much before India became a prominent player
in the global automobile business. This early

global exposure helped the company
enhance its quality and

attain global
benchmarks,"

MSI MD
and CEO

Kenichi Ayukawa said in a statement. The
automaker currently exports 14 models
comprising nearly 150 variants, to over 100
countries, he noted. "Vehicles manufactured at
our facilities in India have found high
acceptance owing to global standards of
quality, safety, design and technology,"
Ayukawa said. Going forward, the company
has aligned itself with the evolving needs of
customers in African and Latin American
nations, he noted. "With a flurry of new
models in pipeline, Maruti Suzuki will attract
customers in new segments to enable the
company to accomplish bigger milestones at
a much faster pace," Ayukawa said. MSI

commenced export of vehicles way back in
1986-87 and the first large

consignment of 500 cars was
shipped to Hungary in September

1987. In 2012-13, the company
achieved the milestone of one-
million exports with more than
50 per cent of the shipments
going to the developed markets
in Europe. The company
achieved the subsequent million
in over eight years with special
focus on emerging markets in

Latin America, Africa and Asia
regions.

Maruti Suzuki crosses 20 lakh
cumulative exports mark

PNS n MUMBAI

Companies are changing their
supply-chain strategy from low-
cost  to the one based on de-
risking on issues around secu-
rity and market access post the
pandemic, Senior Advisor to
Mahindra Group in South
Korea, Inbom Choi, said on
Saturday.

Choi was speaking at a panel
discussion on 'Building Reliable
Global Supply Chains' during

the second day of the Asia
Economic Dialogue 2021, joint-
ly convened by the Ministry of
External Affairs and the Pune
International Centre.

Bajaj Auto MD Rajiv Bajaj,
Nguyen Thanh Hung,
Chairman – Sovico Group of
Vietnam and  Mamoru Yokoo,
Director and Executive VP –
Mitsubishi Corporation,  also
participated in the panel discus-
sion chaired by  Ganesh
Natarajan, Chairman 5F World

and Trustee, Pune International
Centre (PIC).

"For the last 10-20 years, the
corporate strategy for the sup-
ply chains was based on low-
cost. That is why most of the
companies went to China. Many
corporations are now changing
this strategy,” Choi said.

He said that today the large
corporations are looking at
their supply chains strategy
from the security issue and
market access point of view. 

Therefore the priority is shift-
ing and because of that proba-
bly  companies are   moving
away from China for sourcing
to  countries like Vietnam,
India and South Korea,  Choi
stated. 

He said that a particular large
US company,  which is a Tech
Mahindra customer, is asking it
to change the sourcing from
China to other countries, and
such a trend is expected to  pick
further. 

Large corporates changing supply-chain
strategy, market access, security key points



O
nce the summer capital of
undivided Bihar, known for
its wild beauty and cool

weather, Ranchi now looks like the
poster boy of an unplanned
urbanised over-populated city.
Despite being the capital of a rela-
tively new state, Jharkhand, town
planning is noticeably missing here.

As the state tourism is working
to put the state on a larger travel
map, there do exist some hidden
gems of history waiting to be discov-
ered.

Close to the old Hazari Bagh
Road’s Netaji Nagar locality (at
Kantatoli Chowk), and right behind
the old bus stand, a small piece of
history sleeps in oblivion. This is
Ranchi Commonwealth War
Cemetery, where many fallen sol-
diers of Second World War got their
final resting place. These soldiers
lost their lives in India and Burma
while protecting the glory of the
Queen of England.

Interestingly, of the eight World
War cemeteries in India, eastern
states such as Manipur, Nagaland,
Bengal, Assam and Jharkhand house

five. This reflects the impact of the
war on the region as a maximum
number of Allied soldiers were sta-
tioned here to protect India from a
probable Japanese invasion in the
early 1940s.

One needs to go back in the his-
tory to recall that the fall of
Singapore and Rangoon in 1942 in
the hands of Japan, had caused great
panic in British India. By 1944, the
Axis forces had already entered
India, with Netaji Bose’s INA, and
had overtaken a large area near
Imphal, Manipur. The eastern part
of India had a very weak defence
with only seven divisions of the
army and almost no air fields.

By May 1942, the Allied forces
had started amassing their army
from the Commonwealth coun-
tries and started building logistics
infrastructure in form of new air
strips and army bases. By the end of
1944, places such as Calcutta,
Guwahati, Kohima and some other
frontiers of Assam and Bengal were
flooded with the American and
Commonwealth soldiers arriving
from Canada, Australia, Great

Britain, New Zealand and India. 
Around the same time, a secret

army training camp was opened at
Ramgargh near Ranchi where

British and American Army officers
gave training to the Chinese soldiers
back from the front. Clearly Ranchi
was abuzz with action. The suburbs,

however, remained unaffected dur-
ing the war.

Elsewhere in Assam, Manipur,
Arunachal and even Calcutta, there

were high casualties of soldiers.
Many a brave-hearts lost their lives.
Only some got decent burials as
many returned home as badly muti-
lated bodies. It was a dark moment
in time.

As it did at the end of the First
World War, Commonwealth War
Graves Commission began organ-
ising the Army cemetery across the
globe. The project in Ranchi was
undertaken in 1952. Relics of the
fallen soldiers were taken to Ranchi
from various battle fields and other
military and civil cemeteries and a
small war cemetery was designed
with all international features. This
place was well organised and opened
to visitors in 1952. 704 graves from
across India were identified and
shifted here. Today, the cemetery has
51 gravestones of Indian soldiers, of
which four belong to the Bihar
Regiment. This cemetery houses
three non-war graves as well. There
are 200 graves from 12 other civil
cemeteries.

Green open field lends a sad
beauty to the cemetery. At the cen-
tre, stands a long freestanding Latin

cross called the “Cross of Sacrifice”,
a very common feature in any
World War cemetery with more
than 40 graves. This cross of sacri-
fice was designed by Reginald
Blomfield. Row upon rows of head-
stones tell a saga of pain, pangs and
excoriated sacrifices.

Every headstone mentions the
name of the soldier, his designation
and his age at time of death. Every
headstone is decorated with the reg-
imental badge of the dead and a per-
sonal line dedicated to him by his
family.

The cemetery is the final rest-
ing place of soldiers belong to reg-
iments such as the Royal Australian
Air Forces, Royal Canadian Air
Forces, East Yorkshire Regiment,
West African Army, Royal Army
Ordinance, East Lancashire
Regiment, Westmorland &
Cumberland Yeo, among others
that lost their lives to lost cause. It
is heart breaking to see that many
soldiers were as young as 20 years
old. The pain of the loved ones is
reflected in the memoriam lines
etched on the stones.

Though the cemetery is not easy
to locate and gets only few visitors,
it is very well maintained. So next
time you visit Ranchi, do make time
to visit this piece of history. As reads
a message at one of the resting
places: Thoughts go back to bygone
days. Life moves on but memory
stays.

Ranchi War Cemetery : A glory in oblivion

A
mar prem ki nagari mein aapka
swagat hai (welcome to the city
of eternal love), a green-
coloured board greets us as we
enter Mandu, a small town 100

km west of Indore in Madhya Pradesh.
Myths, legends and Mandu seem to be

made for each other. As you drive through
lush green fields dotted with palaces and
pavilions it is easy to lose yourself in the
town’s stories of romance, courage and
betrayal. 

The most fascinating of all tales is the
royal love story of Baz Bahadur, the last sul-
tan of Malwa (1555-1562) and his beau-
tiful consort Roopmati. In these parts, Baz
Bahadur and Roopmati are no less than
Romeo-Juliet, Heer-Ranjha or Laila-
Majnu. Legend has it that once when Baz
Bahadur was on a hunting trip, he saw a
beautiful woman singing. He was so smit-
ten by her beauty and melodious voice that
he asked her to accompany him to his cap-
ital, Mandu. Roopmati agreed but had only
one condition, she needed to set eyes on
her beloved river Narmada every day.
Thus, two canopies were built on top of a
watch tower within 48 hours (if our guide
is to be believed) so that Roopmati could
see the river Narmada, 23 km away, come
rain or shine.

Unfortunately, for the lovers, their
romance was short lived. In 1562, Mughal
emperor Akbar decided to invade Mandu
and sent his general Adam Khan to cap-
ture Mandu. Baz Bahadur’s small army was
no match for the great Mughal army.
Mandu fell easily and Baz Bahadur escaped
to Mewar. Adam Khan who had heard of
Roopmati’s beauty requested to meet her.
Sensing her fate, she poisoned herself and
avoided capture but not before she wrote
the following poem: 

Chitt Chanderi, sabe Malwa,
Jiyo bhayo udas,
Kyonki bhag gaye Bahadur Baz,
Preet meet ke din gaye,
Gaye Bahadur Baz,
Ab na jiyo jaat hai, 
Yahan kahan hai kaz
(My heart is sad seeing the sunrise in

Mandu since Baz Bahadur has run away.
The days of meeting my lover are over. It’s
difficult for me to live now and I have no
more work to do here).

History or legend? The love story lives

on giving rise to poetry and folklore. 
As I climb up Rani Roopmati’s pavil-

ion, I imagine her standing under one of
the canopies gazing at her beloved
Narmada on the one side and at the Baz
Bahadur palace on the other. Rani
Roopmati’s pavilion which is on top of a
hill was originally a watch tower. Besides
the two canopies, Baz Bahadur built a
water reservoir (Rewa Kund) so that
Narmada water could be provided to
Roopmati. The water was supplied in the
whole building through an aqueduct. 

There is a clear view of Baz Bahadur’s
palace from Roopmati’s Pavillion. The
palace is a medley of Rajasthani and
Islamic styles of architecture. While
strolling through the long corridors,
arched entrances and domed pavilions I
could sense the echoes of a glorious past. 

It was to acquaint the visitors to this
historic past of Mandu — as also art, cul-
ture and heritage  — that Madhya Pradesh
Tourism Board recently organised a two-
day festival. One that I was apart of.

MANDU: AN ARCHITECTURAL MARVEL
The first written inscription about

Mandu is from the sixth century. But over
the years, it changed hands several times.
The Parmar rulers moved their capital
from Dhar to Mandu in 1261, seemingly
to take advantage of its strategic location
on top of a plateau. The weakening of the
Parmar rule and the attacks from Delhi
intensified in the last years of the thirteenth
century and in 1305, Alauddin Khilji cap-
tured Malwa. Another hundred years
later, when Delhi was being ruled by
Mohamed Shah Tughlaq, his governor
Dilawar Khan Gori and his son Hoshang
Shah ruled Mandu for several years and
renamed it Shadiabad or the City of Joy. 

It was they who turned the town into
an architectural marvel by building icon-
ic structures like the imposing Jami
Masjid, modelled after the Umayyad
Mosque in Damascus (Syria). Considered
one of the finest and largest models of
Afghan architecture in India, the red sand-
stone mosque has a sprawling courtyard
enclosed by huge colonnades with perfect-
ly symmetrical archways, pillars, bays
and domes. The variety of domes are not
meant only for ornamental purposes but
ensured that the Imam’s voice could be

heard during prayers all across the large
mosque. 

Jami Masjid is no longer an active
mosque but in its heydays it could accom-
modate over 5000 people. 

The tomb of Jami Masjid’s creator,
Hoshang Shah, lies next door to it.
Considered the first marble mausoleum,
local folklore claims that Shahjahan was
inspired by this tomb while constructing
the Taj Mahal.  

Whether that’s true or not, Hoshang
Shah’s tomb built entirely in white marble
is a beautiful structure with lattice-work,
arched openings, domes and jalis giving
it an elegant look. 

One of the most striking structures in
Mandu is the Jahaz Mahal built by Sultan
Ghiyasuddin Khalji, supposedly to house
his harem of 15,000 women. It is believed
that Mughal Emperor Jehangir, who vis-
ited Mandu in 1617 and spent nearly seven
months there, writing extensively about
Mandu in his memoirs Jehangirnama
called the palace Jahaz Mahal because built
between two lakes — Munja and Kapur —
its shadow looks like a ship. The beauti-
ful palace with its gorgeous halls, ceno-
taphs, and striking pools is an architectur-
al wonder. 

The Jahaz Mahal is part of a larger com-
pound that includes the very interesting

Hindola Mahal, named thus because its
sloping outer walls give the impression that
the palace is swaying. As per our guide, the
structure is built without a foundation and
to ensure that it remained standing for cen-
turies it was built at a 77 degree angle.
During the monsoons swings were hung in
the main hall for the queens to sway.
Hindola Mahal has an elegant façade and
beautiful symmetrical arches. 

Because Mandu changed rulers so
many times various structures were built,
destroyed and rebuilt. It has over 3,000
structures from the 12th to the 16th cen-
tury in a 26 sq km area. You cannot walk
more than a 100 feet without spotting a
beautiful monument, that tells its own story
adding to the agelessness of the place. 

It was Mandu’s geographical location
which made it such an important city. It
prospered greatly under the Sultans of
Malwa for nearly 200 years. At its peak,
Mandu had a population of over 9 lakh peo-
ple. The small town today has a population
of just 15,000. Built primarily as a fort, mul-
tiple ancient gates herald you every few
metres, transporting you to a bygone era. 

THE BAOBAB TREE: FROM MADGASCAR
TO MANDU

If the numerous monuments in Mandu
will take your breath away, the presence of
several baobab trees, native to Madagascar
and mainland Africa, will leave you won-
dering. These massive, towering trees
bereft of leaves and with bulbous trunks dot
the Mandu landscape leaving one bewil-
dered. Where did they come from? There
seems to be no satisfactory answer. 

My guide says it was probably gifted
by a traveller from those regions in the
mid-15th century but there doesn’t seem
to be a record of the same. While the pres-
ence of the trees surprises tourists like me,
for the locals they have always been
there. The baobab tree’s fruit is sold in the
local market as ‘Mandu ki imly’. Break open
the elongated fruit and you find a cluster
of white-coated seeds. The texture is
powdery and not fiberous like imly but it
is tangy. 

As I leave Mandu, I imagine it in all
its glory as it lives on in its palaces and
pavilions, its ballads and legends and I take
a bit of its charm and romance back home
with me.

THE MAGIC OF MANDU
Mandu's geographical location is what made it such an important city. It prospered greatly under
the Sultans of Malwa for nearly 200 years, writes SMITA TRIPATHI

The canopy facing the Narmada from where Roopmati looked at the river; Hoshang Shah’s tomb; Jami Masjid

sunday
magazine

travel 7
VIJAYAWADA, February 28, 2021

THE TRAVELER SEES WHAT
HE SEES, THE TOURIST

SEES WHAT HE HAS COME
TO SEE

— GILBERT K. CHESTERTON

TRAVEL

TIPS
HOW TO GET THERE

Mandu is located about a 100 km
from Indore and the only way to get there
is by road.

HOW MUCH TIME DO YOU NEED
You can cover Mandu’s main sights

including the Jahaz Mahal, Hindola
Mahal, Roopmati Pavilion, Baz Bahadur’s
Palace and Jami Masjid in a day trip from
Indore, if you are prepared to walk quite
a bit. If you wish to slow down the pace
and explore some of the lesser known
monuments, then you can spend two days. 

WHERE TO STAY
There are a few hotels in Mandu and

most are fairly basic. The best option is
the MPTDC Hotel — Malwa Retreat
located next to one of Mandu’s Lakes.

WHEN TO GO
The peak season in Mandu is the

monsoon, when there is lush greenery all
around. Besides that the weather is pleas-
ant in the winter months from November-
February. 

HOW TO GET AROUND
Mandu doesn’t have autos or cycle

rickshaws as of now and so to get around
you need to have your own vehicle or the
hotel can organise it for you. 

WHAT TO EAT
Do try ‘Mandu ki imly’. It’s sold at stalls

outside Jami Masjid. 

MUST WATCH
The light and sound show at Hindola

Mahal is a must watch. The half an hour
show provides a good overview of
Mandu’s history and legends.

THINGS TO KNOW
Network is a major issue but if the

plan is to be cut-off from your daily life
and enjoy Mandu’s serenity then it works.
There are a couple of ATMs in the main
market. But digital payments are accept-
ed by most. Hotels accept credit cards.

Commonwealth War Cemetery in Ranchi, Jharkhand, bears a silent testimony to a part of British India history that is long forgotten, writes SOMEN SENGUPTA
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F R O M T H E I N S I D E

It is so important for
girls and boys to
have a female,

strong superhero to
look up to

— Gal Gadot

colour me different
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From a 15-year-old who has designed
a model that uses photographs to
identify children 

I
n the last one year, our lifestyles and
habits have changed forever. The way we
live, eat, play, work is all altered. The
resulting lockdowns of countries has
brought national economies to a stand-

still. Salary and job cuts are happening
throughout the world. Lives versus livelihood
is a constant debate. No one living in these
times has experienced a crisis that can be
remotely equated to this one. And things are
still unfolding.

When we are not going out to eat out but
cooking more at home; when we prefer ser-
vices at home rather than going out; when we
need high speed internet to work from home,
when masks are the new fashion statement; all
these changes in our behaviour shape the way
different industries are leading their way
through the crisis and changing the core strate-
gy. Covid-19 has impacted every sphere of the
corporate world.

The pandemic has had a varied impact on
different industries. Across the globe, there
have been industries where revenue has gone
negative; for some it has even gone down to
zero. Industries like travel which relied on peo-
ple physically moving around even needed to
refund future bookings. Entertainment like
physical events, movie ticketing, are in the
same category. It is not sure when revenue is
going to return. Some of these industries fall in
the bucket of ‘putting off for the future’. For
example, people are putting off the visit to the
hairdresser and are likely to go back when the
crisis eases. These industries are shifting their
present revenues into the future. The immedi-
ate focus is on cash conservation.

During this crisis, we have all indulged in
some kind of hoarding. Be it toilet paper in the
western countries or Maggi noodles in India;
industries selling products which are essentials
and non-perishable are seeing their future rev-
enues brought forward as people buy for the
next quarter and at some point in future, the
present day spends will impact the future
spends.

On the other end, being stuck and home
and having a lot of time at hand; people are
finding time to take up new hobbies; cooking,
gardening and other isolation friendly activi-
ties. Baking banana breads became a huge
trend. Companies that help provide these vir-
tual classes or sell the raw materials one needs
for these activities are attracting a large share

of discretionary spends of customers. This is
new revenue for the companies but not neces-
sarily brought forward from the future.
However, the growth that these industries are
seeing may not sustain once people begin to
step out for leisure and entertainment.

And then there are big winners in this
crisis. Industries like video conferencing,
online grocery delivery, digital payments
have seen a huge spike in adoption and have
reached levels they would have otherwise
expected to reach in order of months to
years. These are likely fundamental customer
behaviour changes and expected to stay even
when the crisis eases. These industries are
not only making a lot of revenue during the
crisis. And when the crisis is over, the new
normal of these industries will be at a higher
level. These are industries that are mostly
constrained on their supply side to handle
the exponential growth in demand.

Few years down the line, leadership and
business lessons from this crisis will be taught
as crisis management case studies in B-schools.
Which of these lessons will be permanent
armours for future leaders for dealing with any
crisis? And do the learnings differ depending
on which side of the revenue curve a company
finds itself. Does leadership need to be reac-
tive? Here are the top 5 lessons coming directly
from senior leaders across different industries
and organisations.

LESSON 1: NIMBLENESS

Ever since the world reported its first case,
every day has been a roller coaster ride.
Situations on the ground have evolved rapidly.
Every day has been different from the previous
one.

A week before, leaders were checking the
sales numbers and reviewing their 2020 plans.
A week later, supply chains were disrupted and
businesses asked to temporarily shut until fur-
ther notice. A day before, all our employees
were safe. A day later, an entire department got
infected. The time horizon of major events was
severely shortened.

In a crisis situation, dealing with uncer-
tainty needs less planning, more execution.
This is not the time to draw a product
roadmap, a 5-year vision or long-term strate-
gies. Leaders are embracing speed, mitigating
the short to mid-term consequences to stabi-
lize the situation and stay afloat. COVID-19

has delivered a crash course in agility for
organisations of all stripes.

LESSON 2 - INNOVATION

It is said that innovation and creativity love
crises and constraints. Crisis brings out con-
straints and makes innovation almost a forcing
function. Leaders often leverage consultants to
get a fresh, outside perspective on their organi-
sations to find opportunities to innovate. A cri-
sis can have much the same effect, putting the
spotlight on vulnerabilities, problem areas;
great and small, that we’ve been ignoring or are
just plain unaware of. When a crisis hits, we
are forced to confront the truth about how our
systems work (or don’t). The places where
things could be done better or more efficiently
become glaringly obvious. All of a sudden,
opportunities for innovation are staring us in
the face.

The current crisis is bringing a whole new
set of innovations. Services like medicine, edu-
cation, industrial plant set ups are all going
digital. Google and Apple are collaborating on
contact tracing. Dunzo is working with brands
to get the products delivered at one’s doorstep.
ITC’s personal care team deserves recognition
for introducing a range of new health and
hygiene products for households. Its hospitality
team curated a gourmet menu, which recreates
the ITC dining experience for our customers
in the comfort of their homes. While these are
just a couple of examples, leaders across indus-
tries continue to strive to change and innovate
to ensure that they deliver nothing short of
excellence in their products and services to our
customers, despite the pandemic.

LESSON 3: EMPLOYEE WELL BEING

While it may sound obvious, crises are
crises because people suffer. In a situation
where emotions and anxieties run high, leaders
connect with employees and other stakeholders
and acknowledge the personal and professional
challenges they are going through. Impactful
leaders convey their vision in a manner that
the employees feel aligned, motivated and ral-
lied against.

Effective crisis management requires
integrity, accountability, and moral courage.
Thoughtful, frequent, and empathetic commu-
nication signals that the leaders share with
their organization show they care and are
together in the journey that employees go

through.  These messages are delivered with
“bounded optimism” — hope combined with
realism.

LESSON 4: RISING ABOVE SELF INTEREST

What makes a leader is not just thinking
about self but for the larger community. Be it
giving back to the community in cash or kind
or even gestures where one takes care of people
who are not directly on the organization’s pay-
roll but on the frontline; leaders showcase how
it is not enough if the organization alone pro-
gresses. No true leader sees crisis as a time to
carve out a competitive advantage; definitely
not at the cost of a struggling competitor.
Compassion is leadership, leadership is com-
passion — compassion not just for self but for
everyone else, especially ones where one has
no self-interest whatsoever. If anything, the cri-
sis will make leadership more humane and
above self-interest.

LESSON 5: BEING OPEN TO FAILING

In times of crisis, the acceptance of failure
and moving on from there to the next step and
the next is a critical leadership trait. These are
times when given the dynamicity of the situa-
tion, decisions need to be made based on the
limited information available and many times
in decentralized manners. Fail fast is more
important than learning and waiting to make
the right decision. Different business models
are prototyped and many of them may not
work. It’s ok. Leaders move on.

There are often external circumstances
beyond one’s control. Leaders are kind to your-
self and to their teams. They repivot as many
times as necessary. They collaborate with com-
petitors. Leadership is not about the outcome
— it is about the process. Even a decision of
shutting down the business may look like a
failure looking outwards. But the process of
arriving at that decision, accepting, communi-
cating and executing the failure can demon-
strate leadership. Being open to failure is the
biggest lesson from turbulent times.

The onus of leadership lies with each one
of us. We all need to lead ourselves, our loved
ones, our societies, organisations and countries
out of this and every crisis.

The writer is a corporate professional and
author of 4 books. Her latest book, Inflection
Point – Leadership Lessons from Turbulent

Times, has been published by Rupa Publications

THE PANDEMIC HAS HAD A
VARIED IMPACT ON

DIFFERENT INDUSTRIES.
ACROSS THE GLOBE, THERE

HAVE BEEN INDUSTRIES
WHERE REVENUE HAS GONE

NEGATIVE; FOR SOME IT
HAS EVEN GONE DOWN TO

ZERO. INDUSTRIES LIKE
TRAVEL WHICH RELIED ON

PEOPLE PHYSICALLY
MOVING AROUND EVEN

NEEDED TO REFUND
FUTURE BOOKINGS.

ENTERTAINMENT LIKE
PHYSICAL EVENTS, MOVIE

TICKETING, ARE IN THE
SAME CATEGORY. IT IS NOT

SURE WHEN REVENUE IS
GOING TO RETURN

Mandu's geographical location is what made it
such an important city. It prospered greatly

under the Sultans of Malwa for nearly 200 years

As the pandemic brought the world
economies to a halt/slowdown, different
industries are leading their way through the
crisis and changing the core strategy.
DISHA CHHABRA shares top 5 lessons
from senior leaders across industries

LEADERSHIP LESSONS
FROM TURBULENT TIMES
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From a 15-year-old who has designed a model that uses photographs to identify children afflicted with
Down Syndrome to a 16-year-old who has been working with the transgender community to a 25-year-old
IT professional who decided to work while on the move, the young are carving a niche for themselves and
doing things differently. SHALINI SAKSENA tells you more

COLOUR ME

DIFFERENT

ANDREW MENEZES (25)

IT PROFESSIONAL, MUMBAI

W
hat if someone were to tell you that
it is possible to go on a long
vacation, not till your boss that you
are missing by continuing to work?
While this may have not been

possible a couple of years back, but the present
pandemic and the work from home made it
possible for an IT professional working with
Oracle in Mumbai to do just this. And it was no
ordinary travel plans. Meet 25-year-old Andrew
Menezes, who took on the challenge of a pan-
India cyclo-thon while working on the move. 

When working from home became the new
norm, Menezes, who loves to cycle and ride

three-four days in a week, took it one step
ahead. He attended zoom calls on the road at
roadside dhabas always completing his work
for the day. Between October-December, 2020,
Menezes along with his companion – his trusted
cycle traveled over 3,000 km stopping at 23
cities. “Before the lockdown last year, I used to
play football but then group activities were
banned so I took to cycling in the morning and
evening. When October came, the weather
changed for the better and I decided that instead
of taking the same route why not just keep
cycling and hit the highway. I was anyways
working while on the move. Just went a step
ahead, Menezes says.

This required him to have high speed data.
He used his mobile hotspot. “The surprising
part was that the reception on highways is

much better than any city. Once I found that I
could attend meeting and do the work assigned
for the day, all my fears were put to rest. This
encourages me to cycle further. Some cities that
I covered were Nashik, Indore, Ujjain,
Chittorgarh, Ajmer and Agra.

Interestingly, he didn’t tell anyone of his
plans.Only his parents were on the know-how
and that after he had reached Nashik who live in
Mangalore. Once he told them, he had to keep
in touch with them and let them know where he
was and send daily updates of where he was
and where he was staying. He told his bosses
only in February that he had been missing from
home and that he was on the move and working
and that too because he was about to become
news. They were shocked to hear his feat. 

He tells you that it was not as tough as he

had imagined. “Most of the people I met on
the way were extremely helpful. I expected
them to be hostile due to COVID-I9. All dhaba
owners were helpful; they would carry my

backpack; offer me tea and water,” Menezes
says. The idea behind the ride was to see if he
could travel and work at the same time. “I
decided to make the road my home. To begin
with, I just wanted to go to Rajasthan on a
cycle and explore the State,” Menezes says.

Of course, he had to budget himself. He
set aside `800 as daily expenses including
food and lodging. Where they were no hotels,
he stayed in guest houses or even
dharamshala. It took him 25 days to reach
Delhi where he then spent a week before he
cycled down to the South. 

“It was not really a vacation. I only
explore the city that I was in after I had
completed my work for the day or during the
weekends. Some of the things that I learnt
during my work on the move was that one

doesn’t have to necessarily be stuck to the
chair to get the work done. Second, it is
important to take small breaks. This is
because the concept of work from home
blurred the boundaries of work and home life
destroying work-life balance. I had to achieve
a balance which was a challenge. I had set a
target and reach a village or a city, else I
would be stuck on the highway at night. I
would cycle 100 km a day. I also took the
cycle for maintenance at every major city. The
only time I had a major breakdown was near
Chambal river and had to walk with the cycle
till Morena,” Menezes tells you. He is all set
for another ride if work from home continues.

For him, the best food he ate was in
Rajasthan. “It was tasty and spicy,” Menezes
says.

SARANYA BHATTACHARJYA
(16)
THE SHRI RAM SCHOOL,
MOULSARI, GURUGRAM

F
or now, this 16-year-old
has taken a break from
what she loves doing —
writing — something
that she has been doing

since she was nine years old.
Saranya Bhattacharjya is busy
preparing for her Class XI Boards.
However, once she is done with
her exams she will be back to writ-
ing poems.

What makes Bhattacharjya
different from your average 16
year olds is that the proceeds from
her poems titled Clash With
Reason that got published recent-
ly will go towards raising funds for
the transgender community via
the Mitr Trust. The book is pub-
lished by K2 Publishing and is
available on Amazon and leading
bookstores at `499.

The poems are a collection of
everything that she has been writ-
ing in a Blog. “But when the pre-
sent epidemic broke out in 2020,
she understood that the condition
of the transgenders was even
worse. I had been interacting with
the community for the past two-
and-a-half-years through Mitr
Trust run by Rudrani Chettri. I
found out that these people did-
n’t have access to basic necessities
like food and medicine. That is
when I decided to compile the
poems that I had written in a book
and get it published and raise
funds for this community from the
sale of the books. All the money
that I will get from the sale will go
towards bettering the lives of the
transgender community,”
Bhattacharjya says who plans to
pursue Humanities.

In order to compile the book,
she took the help of her friends
with the art work to correspond
with the poems that she has
penned. However, this is not the
first time that she has been pub-
lished. Back in 2015, her poems

found their way into Global
Citizen. She has also been pub-
lished in her school magazine a
few times and a text book in the
North-east also finds a poem
written by her.

Her work with the transgen-

der community began at an event
organised by the Angles Network
that her mother started. This is
where she met Chettri. Like most
people, Bhattacharjya was also
scared of the transgender due to
the stigma attached to them. After
her conversation with Chettri,
Bhattacharjya’s perception of the
community changed.

“I admired the work that
Chettri has been doing for this
community. I wanted to know
more — about their living condi-
tions. I slowly understood that
they are people like you and me
and don’t need the ridicule that
they face daily. I found out that
they are grossly misunderstood
and treated as piranhas and out-
casts when they shouldn’t be,”
Bhattacharjya tells you.

A major part of her work
entails spending time going to
their homes and talking to them,
finding out how their lives are dif-
ferent from ours and how one can
better their lives. On her 15th
birthday she collected all the
money that she got and bought
things that they needed.

“We have a lot to learn from
them. They are far more empa-
thetic. The most significant prob-
lem that they face is that they don’t
get jobs and opportunities to
study,” Bhattacharjya tells you.

Her friends are supportive of
her since Gen Z is all about equal
opportunity. 

“There is still a long way to go.
I have a few ideas on how I want
to proceed further and will take it
up once my exams are over. The
reason why this community is
viewed differently is lack of knowl-
edge on our part. Another prob-
lem is that since they are not well-
educated, our perception of them
is different,” Bhattacharjya says.

SAANVI MEHRA (15)
THE SHRIRAM MILLENNIUM
SCHOOL, NOIDA

O
ne would hardly associ-
ate a 15-year-old to
work on a model that
can detect Down
Syndrome (DS) and

prevent deaths. At present, 20,000 die
with it in India. But this is precise-
ly what Saanvi Mehra of The
Shriram Millennium School
has done. The 15-year-old
who submitted her model to
Google India Code Learn
Contest 2020 not only won
it in the Class IX-X catego-
ry, but the model will be a
boon for those suffering with
DS.

Mehra chose this pro-
ject because the DS
prevalence in the
country is estimat-
ed at roughly one
out of every thou-
sand children lead-
ing to over 30,000
children being born
every year with this
genetic disorder
with survival rate
standing at 44 per
cent.

There is a more
personal reason why
Mehra chose DS as a
project. It was during
her mother’s second
pregnancy. It was sus-
pected that the baby
was at a high risk of
DS. 

“Fortunately, we
were living in a metro
and were privileged to
be able to afford the
necessary tests but I
know this is not the

case for everyone. Since it was so per-
sonal to me, it struck me as some-
thing worth raising my voice. In
India the penetration of smart-
phones is more than the basic health-
care; early detection of DS and
treatment can change the lives of
many,” Mehra says.

The Class X student has always
been inclined towards technology.
She tells you that she came to know

about the Google India Code
Learn Contest when she was
in Class VI.

“I had won the contest
when I was in Class VI as
well. It was for a book
donation app called

Vidyadaan that facilitates
book donation. The app con-

nects donors with those
who need books

utilising the sur-
plus of books
created each
year. This year, I
saw it was in
the AI & ML
category. They
provided us
with Google
Cloud AutoML
engine. I had a
lot of time in my

hand during the
lockdown. I had

also done a course
in AI for Everyone
by Andrew Ng. I was
confident I would be
able to showcase my
talent,” the 15-year-
old who loves to read
and cook tells you.

She took pho-
tographs from a
dataset and statistics
from the Internet to
train an AutoML model
using API which is the

visual AutoML. Children afflicted
with DS have certain distinctive
features like slanting eyes and flat
nose bridge. She set these parame-
ters and adjusted the sensitivity of
each feature to determine DS. She
trained, tested and deployed the
model by repeatedly adjusting the
sensitivity of each parameter.

She tells you that at present, there
is no app only a model but she is
working towards creating an app that
will make things easier in the future.
For now, she wants to test the clin-
ical validity of the model. “I plan to
test the validity of the model. All one
has to do is send a photograph of the
child to me. I will feed it into the
model and do the test,” Mehra says
who started working on the model
in October 2020.

At present, she is looking to
broaden the dataset in a real time
environment and make the process,
background and lighting more uni-
form in existing photos that she has.
The idea of taking a photo under set
conditions makes it possible to ease
the process and perfect the model
before using it in real time.

“Suppose the parent had to use
the model, I would ask the parent to
go out in the open to take the photo
so that the camera can recognise the
facial features better,” Mehra says
who is interested in pursuing AI, ML,
technology and loves to study
Computer and Biology. She plans to
apply for a double major or a dual
degree.She tells you that as of now,
she is in talks with doctors who have
been impressed.

“They are interested in the accu-
racy but would like her to make the
process more uniform and come to
the hospital and take photos of kids
with DS and check for accuracy and
then run tests to see if the child is
really afflicted with DS and take it to
the next level,” Mehra says.

Photo reveals lot of information Equality for all, including transgenders

THE REASON WHY TRANSGENDERS ARE
VIEWED DIFFERENTLY IS DUE TO LACK OF

KNOWLEDGE ON OUR PART. ANOTHER
PROBLEM IS THAT SINCE THEY ARE NOT
WELL-EDUCATED, OUR PERCEPTION OF

THEM IS DIFFERENT

W O R K I N G  F R O M  A  C Y C L E



SEOUL: A North Korean defector wore a
diving suit and fins during a daring six-hour

swim around one of the world's most
fortified borders, a Seoul official said, and

was caught only after apparently falling
asleep. Bungling South Korean forces did

not spot the man's audacious exploit
despite him appearing several times on

CCTV after he landed and triggering
alarms, drawing heavy criticism from

media and opposition MPs. Even after
his presence was noticed, the man --

who used diving gear to make his way
by sea around the Demilitarized Zone
that divides the peninsula -- was not
caught for another three hours. The

man, reportedly in his 20s, landed
north of the town of Goseong on the

east coast. "He presumably had swum
for about six hours, wearing a padded
jacket inside a diving suit and fins. His

clothing appeared to have kept him
warm and allowed him to stay

afloat," an unnamed official was
quoted as saying.  Tidal

currents worked in his favour,
the official said, and he
abandoned most of his

equipment before making his
way through a drainage

channel under the barbed-wire
fences that run along the coast. 

Eventually a manhunt was
launched, and troops found him

three hours later, apparently asleep,
his facemask hanging in a tree.

PNS n WASHINGTON

Saudi Crown Prince

Mohammed bin

Salman approved an

operation to capture or

kill journalist Jamal

Khashoggi in

Istanbul, according to

a US intelligence

report submitted to

Congress.

Khashoggi, a dissi-

dent Saudi journalist

who lived in the US as

a legal permanent resi-

dent and wrote for the

Washington Post, was

critical of the prince's

policies and was killed

in the Saudi Arabian

Consulate in

Istanbul on

October 2,

2018.
The

Office of the Director of National

Intelligence (ODNI) said in the

report that at the time of the

Khashoggi murder, the prince proba-

bly fostered an environment in

which aides were afraid that failure

to complete assigned tasks might

result in him firing or arresting

them. This suggests that the aides

were unlikely to question the prince's

orders or undertake sensitive actions

without his consent, said the report

dated February 11, a declassified

portion of which was submitted to

Congress on Friday.

"We assess that Saudi Arabia's

Crown Prince Muhammad bin

Salman approved an operation in

Istanbul, Turkey, to capture or kill

Saudi journalist Khashoggi," it said.

ODNI said it bases the assessment

on the prince's control of decision

making in the Saudi Kingdom, the

direct involvement of a key adviser

and members of Muhammad bin

Salman's protective detail in the

operation and his support for using

violent measures to silence dis-

sidents abroad, including

Khashoggi.

"Since 2017, the crown prince has

had absolute control of the

Kingdom's security and intelligence

organisations, making it highly

unlikely that Saudi officials would

have carried out an operation of this

nature without the prince's authori-

sation," stated the report.

Soon after the report's submis-

sion, US Secretary of State Antony

Blinken announced the

"Khashoggi Ban" that imposes

visa restrictions

on 76 Saudi

individ-

uals. 

PNS n TOKYO

Japan has appointed its first Minister for
Loneliness this month after the country's
suicide rate increased for the first time in

11 years during the COVID-19 pandemic.
According to The Japan Times, Prime

Minister Yoshihide Suga added a minister
of loneliness to his Cabinet earlier this

month, following the example of the UK,
which in 2018 became the first country

to create a similar role.
Yoshihide Suga tapped minister

Tetsushi Sakamoto, who is also in
charge of combating the nation's falling

birth rate and revitalising regional
economies, for the new portfolio.
In his inaugural press conference,
Mr Sakamoto said Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga appointed him to

address national matters "including
the issue of the increasing women's

suicide rate under the pandemic,"
according to CNN.

Twins undergo gender confirmation surgery together, a first
PNS n SAO PAULO

Growing up as identical twins,
Mayla and Sofia always did
everything together, and their
decision to undergo gender
confirmation surgery is no
exception.

The 19-year-old twins, who
grew up in a small town in
southeastern Brazil, both say
they "never identified as boys."

Now, they have made the
transition they long dreamed
of together, in what their doc-
tor calls a first.

"This is the only reported
case in the world" of twins
who were presumed to be
male at birth undergoing

female gender confirmation
surgery together, said Dr Jose
Carlos Martins of the
Transgender Center Brazil, a
clinic in the southeastern city of
Blumenau.

Martins performed the five-
hour surgery on the twins one
day apart.

A week later, the euphoric
young women smiled, joked and
shed tears as they talked about
their shared journey in a video-
conference interview with AFP.

"I always loved my body, but I
didn't like my genitalia," said
Mayla Rezende, a brunette who
is studying medicine in
Argentina.

"I would blow dan-

delion seeds into the air and
wish for God to turn me into a
girl," she said.

When she saw herself after her
surgery, she wept, she said. 

Her sister, Sofia Albuquerck, is
more reserved.

But their camaraderie is clear.
They finish each other's sen-
tences while sharing stories of
how they supported each other
through the bullying, sexual
harassment and violence they
were subjected to in childhood
and adolescence.

"We live in the most transphobic
country in the world," said
Albuquerck, a blonde studying civil
engineering in

Sao Paulo.

There were 175 trans people
murdered in Brazil last year, the
most of any country, according
to the National Association of
Transvestites and Transsexuals
(Antra). Latin America's largest
country is known for a strong
culture of machismo and overt
homophobia, not least on the
part of far-right President Jair
Bolsonaro.

The twins were born in Tapira,
a town of 4,000 people in the
state of Minas Gerais.

They still bear the emotional
scars of their difficult child-
hoods: to this day, they live in
fear of abuse. But they always
had the support of their family,
they said.
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PNS n WASHINGTON

The US, the world's largest econo-

my, owes India USD 216 billion in

loan as the country's debt grows to

a record USD 29 trillion, an

American lawmaker has said, cau-

tioning the leadership against gal-

loping foreign debt, the largest of

which comes from China and

Japan.
In 2020, the US national debt

was USD 23.4 trillion, that was

USD 72,309 in debt per person.

We are going to grow our debt

to USD 29 trillion. That is even

more debt owed per citizen. There

is a lot of misinformation about

where the debt is going. The top

two countries we owe the debt to

are China and Japan, not actually

our friends, Congressman Alex

Mooney said.

We are at global competition

with China all the time. They are

holding a lot of the debt. We owe

China over USD 1 trillion and we

owe Japan over USD 1 trillion, the

Republican Senator from West

Virginia said

on the floor of

the

US House of Representatives as

he and others opposed the lat-

est stimulus package of USD 2

trillion.
In January, US President

Joe Biden announced a USD

1.9 trillion coronavirus relief

package to tackle the econom-

ic fallout from the pandem-

ic, including direct finan-

cial aid to average

Americans, support

to businesses and

to provide a

boost to the

national vacci-

nation pro-

gramme.

The peo-

ple who are

loaning us

the money

we have

to pay
back
are not

neces-
sarily
people
who

have our best interest at heart.

Brazil, we owe USD 258 billion.

India, we owe USD 216 billion.

And the list goes on the debt

that is owed to foreign coun-

tries, Congressman Mooney

said.
America's national debt was

USD5.6 trillion in 2000.

During the Obama admin-

istration, it actually

doubled.
Since the eight

years Obama was

President, we

doubled our

national debt.

And we are

adding
another

projected

here a com-

pletely
out of
control

debt-
to-GDP

ratio, he

said
urg-

ing his Congressional colleagues to

consider this national debt issue

before approving the stimulus

package.
So I urge my colleagues to con-

sider the future. Don't buy into the

the government has no money it

doesn't take from you that you are

going to have to pay back. We

need to be judicious with these

dollars, and most of this is not

going to coronavirus relief anyway,

he said.
Congressmen Mooney said that

things have gone completely out of

control. The Congressional Budget

Office estimates an additional

USD 104 trillion will be added by

2050. The Congressional Budget

Office forecasted debt would rise

200 per cent.

Today, as I stand here right now,

we have USD 27.9 trillion in

national debt...That is actually a

little more than USD 84,000 of

debt to every American citizen

right here today, Mooney said.

We have actually borrowed USD

10,000 per person in one year. I

mean, that is out

of control, he

said

US OWES INDIA 

USD 216 BILLION 
US Democrats

reintroduce

legislation to

prevent future

Muslim bans
PNS n WASHINGTON

As many as 140 Democratic lawmak-

ers have reintroduced a legislation in

the US Congress to prevent future

Muslim bans and prohibit discrimi-

nation on the basis of religion.

The Muslim travel ban, introduced

by former President Donald Trump,

targeted several Muslim-majority

nations and restricted the entry of

people from Iran, North Korea,

Syria, Libya, Yemen, Somalia and

Venezuela. President Joe Biden

ended the Muslim ban on his day

one in the office last month.

In the House of Representatives,

the National Origin-Based

Antidiscrimination for

Nonimmigrants (NO BAN) Act was

reintroduced by House Judiciary

Committee Chairman Jerrold Nadler

and Judy Chu, while in the Senate it

was done by Senator Chris Coons.

Indian-American lawmakers Ami

Bera, Ro Khanna, Pramila Jayapal

and Raja Krishnamoorthi are among

those who are supporting the bill.

The legislation strengthens the

Immigration and Nationality Act,

and restores the separation of powers

by limiting overly broad executive

authority to issue future travel bans.

WASHINGTON: The
nation is poised to get a

third vaccine against
COVID-19, but because at

first glance the Johnson and
Johnson shot may not be

seen as equal to other options,
health officials are girding for
the question: Which one is
best?
If cleared for emergency use, the
J and J vaccine would offer a
one-dose option that could help
speed vaccinations, tamp down
a pandemic that has killed
more than 500,000 people in
the US and stay ahead of a

mutating virus.
I think it's going to be

huge, said Dr. Virginia
Caine, director of the

public health
department in

Marion
County,

Indiana, which includes
Indianapolis.
The challenge will be explaining
how protective the J and J shot
is after the astounding success
of the first U.S. vaccines.
Two doses of the Pfizer and
Moderna shots were found to be
about 95 per cent effective
against symptomatic COVID-19.
The numbers from J and J's
study are not that high, but they
are not an apples-to-apples
comparison. One dose of the J
and J vaccine was 85 per cent
protective against the most
severe COVID-19. After adding in
moderate cases, the total
effectiveness dropped to about
66 per cent.
The J and J shot was tested in
the US, Latin America and South
Africa at a time when more
contagious mutated versions of
the virus were spreading.
That wasn't the case last fall,
when Pfizer and Moderna were

wrapping up

testing, and it's not
clear if their numbers
would hold against the
most worrisome of those
variants.
Importantly, the FDA reported
that, just like its predecessors,
the J and J shot offers strong
protection against the worst
outcomes.
By 28 days after the injection,
there were no hospitalisations or
deaths in study volunteers given
the J and J shot, compared
with 16 hospitalisations and
seven deaths in those given a
dummy shot.
Independent advisers will
recommend if there's
enough evidence to
allow widespread use
of J and J's
vaccine.

Third US vaccine 
could raise question: 

WHICH SHOTS ARE BEST?

How much wealth you need to be in World's richest 1%?
O

ining the ranks of the
richest 1% is never
easy, but it's especially

hard in Monaco.
You need to be worth

almost $8 million to make
the cut in the Mediterranean
principality, where residents
typically don't pay income
taxes, according to research
on more than two-dozen
locations by Knight Frank.

Switzerland and the U.S.
have the next highest entry
points, requiring fortunes of
$5.1 million and $4.4 mil-
lion, respectively, according
to the property broker's 2021

Wealth Report. In Singapore,
$2.9 million will get you over
the threshold.

"You can clearly see the

influence of tax policy at the
top," said Liam Bailey,
Knight Frank's global head
of research. "Then you have

the sheer breadth and depth
of the U.S. market."

The findings underscore
how the pandemic has
widened the gap between
rich and poor nations. The
entry point for Monaco's
richest 1% is almost 400-
times greater than in Kenya,
the lowest-ranked of 30 loca-
tions in Knight Frank's
study. The World Bank esti-
mates 2 million people in
that African nation have fall-
en into poverty due to the
Covid-19 crisis. Meanwhile,
the world's 500 wealthiest
people added $1.8 trillion to

their fortunes last year,
according to the Bloomberg
Billionaires Index, with U.S.-
based technology entrepre-
neurs Elon Musk and Jeff
Bezos gaining the most.

The U.S. leads in the num-
ber of ultra-rich individuals
even as wealth growth has
surged recently in Asia-Pacific
locations such as China and
Hong Kong, according to the
report. The richest Asia-Paci-
fic billionaires are now worth
a combined $2.7 trillion, data
compiled by Bloomberg show,
or more than triple the
amount at the end of 2016.

Jamal Khashoggi murder approved

by Saudi crown prince, says intel 

North Korean
defector undetected

for hours after daring
6-hour swim to south
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