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PAK SC ORDERS RECONSTRUCTION

OF VANDALISED HINDU TEMPLE

Under "strain’, Boris
cancels R-Day visit

UK PM orders
stay-at-home
lockdown to
combat new
corona variant

PNS B NEW DELHI

Given the current alarming
situation in the United
Kingdom after the new strain
of coronavirus, UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson has
cancelled his visit to India later
this month. He was named as
the chief guest at the Republic
Day parade.

Johnson had accepted the
invitation last month and it was
to be his first bilateral visit after
the UK parted ways with the
European Union in December.
Incidentally, his scheduled visit
to New Delhi would have been
the first such event involving a
world leader since the pan-
demic broke out.

The UK PM announced
the decision to cancel his visit
hours after his Government
ordered a fresh lockdown in
England following the new
strain of coronavirus affecting
alarge number of people there.

Johnson called off the visit
after speaking to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. “The

Prime Minister spoke to Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi this
morning, to express his regret
that he will be unable to visit
India later this month as
planned,” read a statement
from his Downing Street office.

“In light of the national
lockdown announced last
night, and the speed at which
the new coronavirus variant is
spreading, the Prime Minister
said it was important for him
to remain in the UK so he can
focus on the domestic response
to the virus,” it read.

“The leaders underlined
their shared commitment to
the bilateral relationship, and to
continuing to build on the
close collaboration between
our countries, including in
response to the pandemic,” it
added.

Johnson would have

become the second British
Prime Minister to attend the
Republic Day parade as the
Chief Guest after his prede-
cessor John Major in 1993.
“The Prime Minister said he
hopes to be able to visit India
in the first half of 2021, and
ahead of the UK’s G7 Summit
that Prime Minister Modi is
due to attend as a guest,” his
office said.

While accepting Modi’s
invitation, Johnson had
extended an invite to the
Indian Prime Minister to
attend the UK’s G7 Summit as
one of three guest nations
alongside South Korea and
Australia — with a focus on his
declared ambition to work
with a group of “like-minded
democracies” to advance
shared interests and tackle
common challenges.
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First Covid shot by Jan 13 likely

Based on dry-run feedback, Ministry ready to introduce
it within 10 days from date of emergency use approval

PNS W NEW DELHI

he Covid-19 vaccines

cleared by the top drug
controller (DCGI) on January
3 is likely to be rolled out with-
in 10 days from the date of
emergency use authorisation,
the Union Health Ministry
said on Monday even as it
added that the final decision
lies with the Government.

“Based on the feedback of
dry-run, the Ministry is ready
to introduce Covid-19 vaccine
within 10 days from date of
emergency use authorisation,”
Union Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said at a Press con-
ference here.

The country’s drugs regu-
lator on January 3 granted
restricted emergency use
approval to  Oxford-
AstraZeneca’s Covishield and
also to indigenously devel-
oped Covaxin of Bharat
Biotech. Prior to it, the
Government had successfully
held dry-run pan India with an
aim to test the laid-out mech-
anism for the mega vaccination
drive and to assess operational
feasibility of using Co-WIN
application in field environ-
ment for planning, imple-
mentation and reporting at
the block, district and State
levels.

Bhushan said healthcare
workers and frontline workers
need not register themselves as
their database has been popu-
lated in the Co-WIN vaccine

A health-worker takes part in a dry run as part of preparedness for the
administration of Covid-19 vaccine, at Moti Lal Nehru Hospital in Prayagraj on

Tuesday
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delivery management system in
a bulk manner. The Ministry
also put forward the CoWIN
Delivery Management plan.

“There are 4 primary vac-
cine stores called GMSD locat-
ed in Karnal, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata, and there are 37
vaccine stores in the country.
They store vaccines in bulk and
distributes further,” Bhushan
said, adding that the vaccine
will further be taken from
these stores and taken to sub-
centres “via passive equipment
like rice boxes.”

Bhushan said the Co-WIN
app can be used by any coun-
try who wants to do so, as the
system is made for India and
the world.

While healthcare and

frontline workers will not be
required to register themselves,
Bhushan said when they would
come to the population prior-
ity group, the need for regis-
tration would come.

Global leaders hail
India’s scientific
innovation, decisive
action against Covid

New York: Global leaders have
lauded Indias leadership in
scientific innovation and deci-
sive action to combat the
Covid-19 pandemic, as the
country gets set to begin the
world’s largest vaccination drive
against the coronavirus. PTI

SII. Bharat Biotech vow
synergy for Covid shots’
smooth rollout in India

PNS m NEW DELHI

Aday after engaging in a
war of words over the
efficacy of coronavirus jabs,
the vaccine manufacturing
firms, Serum Institute of India
and Bharat Biotech on Tuesday
apparently buried the differ-
ences by issuing a joint state-
ment in which the duo
pledged to work jointly on the
vaccine rollout project.

“Serum Institute of India
and Bharat Biotech Jointly
communicate their pledge
towards a smooth rollout of
Covid-19 vaccines in India
and the world,” read the state-
ment signed by SII CEO Adar
Poonawala and Bharat Biotech
Chairman Krishna Ella on
behalf of the two companies
communicating their com-
bined intent to develop, man-
ufacture and supply the Covid-
19 vaccines in India and
abroad.

“Vaccines are a global
public health good and have
the power to save lives and
accelerate the return to eco-
nomic normalcy at the earli-
est,” said the statement.

They said now that two
vaccines have been issued
EUA (emergency use authori-
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sation) in India, the focus is on
manufacturing, supply and
distribution so that popula-
tions that need them the most
receive high quality, safe and
efficacious ones.

“Both our companies are
fully engaged in this activity
and consider it our duty to the
nation and the world at large
to ensure a smooth rollout of
vaccines.

Each of our companies
continue their Covid-19 vac-
cines development activities
as planned,” the statement
said.

They said they are fully
aware of the importance of the
vaccines for people and coun-
tries alike. “We hereby com-
municate our joint pledge to
provide global access for our
Covid-19 vaccines.

"
J.II..

BJP heaves sigh of relief in Chandigarh,

nomination of rebel rejected

PNS B CHANDIGARH

Aday after facing major
embarrassment, the ruling
BJP on Tuesday heaved a sigh
of relief following the rejection
of nomination papers of rebel
councillors Chandrawati
Shukla for mayor post. The BJP
had a day before saw rebellion
in the party after the announce-
ment of the candidates for
mayoral polls, scheduled to be
held on January 8.

Few minutes after the
announcement of party candi-
dates by BJP for polls, a revolt
had erupted in the party with
councillor Chanderwati Shukla
filing nomination indepen-
dently for mayor post while
another party councillor Bharat
Kumar had announced to
resign from the saffron party.

With majority in the
Municipal Corporation house
and rejection of nomination of
Chandrawati Shukla on techni-
cal grounds, the BJP is now set
to emerge victorious in mayoral
polls. Senior deputy mayor and
councillor Ravi Kant Sharma
was declared the BJP candidate
for the post of mayor and coun-
cillors Maheshinder Singh

Sidhu and Farmila as the can-
didates for the posts of senior
deputy mayor and deputy
mayor, respectively.

This year, the mayor post is
open for candidates from the
general category, unlike last
time when it was reserved for
female candidates. The new
mayor will replace incumbent
Raj Bala Malik. The Chandigarh
mayor holds a one-year term
and is chosen every year from
among the elected representa-
tives of the General House. A
candidate needs at least 14
votes to become a mayor since
the current House has a strength
of 26 members.

Of these, the BJP has a
majority with 20 councillors.
The Congress has five coun-
cillors and the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) has one councillor.

Besides, one vote is that of
the Member of Parliament, the
ex-officio member of the House.
MP Kirron Kher is unwell and
is unlikely to vote. On the other
hand, SAD has announced to
boycott the election. Apart from
mayor, senior deputy mayor and
deputy mayor will also be elect-
ed on the same day.

Congress  councillor

Devinder Singh Babla has filed
his nomination for the post of
Mayor while the party council-
lors Ravinder Kaur Gujral and
Satish Kainth have filed papers
for the posts of senior deputy
mayor and deputy mayor,
respectively. The Congress had
earlier announced to support
Chandrawati Shukla in the polls.

Chandrawati’s husband
Gopal Shukla, who is also a BJP
leader while talking to The
Pioneer claimed that he has the
support of eight BJP councillors
and will take a final decision on
who to support after holding a
discussion with them.

As the nomination of my
wife is rejected, we will now
decide who to support in the
polls, he added.

Arun Sood, BJP chief
Chandigarh however claimed
that the party has reached out
to Chandrawati and her hus-
band and also Bharat Kumar.
BJP will win with a huge major-
ity and all 20 councillors will
vote for the party candidates, he
said. T have met Bharat Kumar
and he has not tendered his res-
ignation. I have also met Gopal
Shukla and all party leaders are
united now, Sood said.

Saffron party
set to win
mayoral polls

The Congress, on the other
hand, is pinning hopes on
cross-voting by BJP rebels to
win the elections.

Chandigarh Congress chief
Pradeep Chhabra said that the
nomination of Chandrawati
was rejected under a conspir-
acy hatched by BJP. The saffron
party was set to lose in the polls
and hence got her nomination
rejected, he claimed.

Notably, it is not the first
time when the BJP has faced
rebellion in the mayoral polls.
In the 2020 mayoral polls,
when Raj Bala Malik was nom-
inated, another councillor
Heera Negi had criticised the
move openly.

In 2019 polls, all four
Congress councilors had ended
up supporting BJP rebel Satish
Kainth, who had later joined
the Congress before Lok Sabha
elections. Councillor Satish
Kainth had filed papers against
the party’s official choice,
Rajesh Kalia, and gave him a
tough fight, losing by just three
votes. In 2018, the then outgo-
ing mayor Asha Jaswal rebelled
against BJP candidate Davesh
Moudgil, although she later
withdrew her nomination.

Farmers

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Following the bad weather in
Delhi-NCR, the Sanyukt
Kisan Morcha on Tuesday
deferred their proposed tractor
march by a day to January 7 to
intensify their protest against
the Centre’s new farm laws.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at Singhu Border, the epi-
centre of the protest, Sanyukt
Kisan Morcha leaders said
thousands of farmers will take
out the tractor march from all
protest sites to the Kundli-
Manesar-Palwal (KMP) on
January 7.

“The decision to defer the
march was taken over forecast
of bad weather condition on
Wednesday. The agitation
against the three agriculture
laws will be intensified in the
coming days,” said Yogendra
Yadav, Swaraj Abhiyan leader.

Talking about their other
proposed tractor march to
Delhi on January 26, farmer
leader Joginder Nain said, “The
farmers have decided to send
10 tractor trollies from every
village in Haryana. We request
people to come — at least one
from a house. And a total of 11
women from a village”

Earlier, on January 2, the

defer trac

Farmers on a tractor raise slogans during their protest against Centre’s farm reform laws, at the Delhi-UP border near Ghazipur
PTI

in New Delhi on Tuesday

or march to Jan 7

Sanyukt Kisan Morcha had
announced their plan of action
to intensify and deepen their
movement.

“A fortnight of nationwide
campaign will be started to
counter the Government’s pro-
paganda called “Desh Jagriti
Abhiyan” from January 6 to 20
which will include rallies, con-

ferences and dharnas all over
the country,” the morch said.
“Lohri and Sankarnati fes-
tivals will be marked as Kisan
Sankalp Diwas by burning the
copies of these three laws. On
January 18 farmers will be cel-
ebrating Mahila Kisan Diwas to
underline the role of women
farmers while Azad Hind Kisan

Diwas will be marked on
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s
birth anniversary on January 23
by protesting outside
Governors’ official residence in
all State Capitals,” they had said.

The 8th round of talks
between the Government and
the unions is scheuled for
January 8.

China tried to change status
quo in Ladakh: Def Ministry

India responded
to in a firm and
non-escalatory
way, says report

PNS B NEW DELHI

As tension continues for the
ninth month at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) and sev-
eral rounds of talks unable to
break the logjam, the Defence
Ministry has said China tried
to forcefully and unilaterally
change the status quo in
Ladakh.

China also ramped up its
troop strength in the border
region on its side of the LAC
leading to stand-off and tension
all along the LAC, the Ministry
said in its annual year-end
review released recently.

Unilateral and provocative

actions by the Chinese to
change the status quo by force,
in more than one area on the
LAC, were responded to in a
firm and non-escalatory way,
ensuring the sanctity of our
claims in Eastern Ladakh, the
report said.

“The Indian Army has
maintained all protocols and
agreements between the two
countries while the Chinese
escalated the situation by util-

isation of unorthodox weapons
and amassing a large number
of troops,” the report said.

The use of orthodox
weapons was in obvious refer-
ence to the Chinese troops
using clubs and nail-studded
rods to attack the Indian sol-
diers in the Galwan valley on
June 15.

The bloody brawl left 20
Indians, including the com-
manding officer, dead. Scores
of Chinese casualties were also
reported.

The Indian Army with
assistance from IAE, mobilised
troops, including accretionary
forces, in a very short duration
including heavy equipment
like guns, tanks as also ammu-
nition, rations and clothing.

On August 28-29, the
Indian troops in a precaution-
ary step, pre-empted Chinese
expansionist designs and occu-
pied heights along the southern
bank of Pangong Tso.

Budget on Feb 1;
2nd part of Session

from Mar 8 to

PNS B NEW DELHI

Parliament will be convened
for Budget Session on
January 29, starting with
President’s address and Budget
to be presented on February 1.
The Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs (CCPA) on
Tuesday recommended con-
vening Budget Session in two
parts. The first part of the
Session will be from January 29
to February 15 and the second
part will be from March 8 to
April 8.

The forthcoming Budget
Session is expected to have very
heavy legislative business as the
Winter Session was cancelled
while the Monsoon Session
was curtailed. The Covid-19
protocols will be maintained
strictly like the previous Session
ended in September, said, offi-
cials.

Apr 8

They said that both Houses
will be working four hours
daily on separate schedules.
Earlier the Rajya Sabha worked
in the morning time and the
Lok Sabha in the afternoon.

This is the first budget of
the Modi Government after the
year when the economy suf-
fered a major shock due to
Covid-19 pandemic. Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
has already concluded pre-
Budget consultations with the
captains of industry.

Now, Sports
Minister quits
Mamata Govt

SAUGAR SENGUPTA l KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress
continues to crumble with
exodus as on Tuesday State
Sports Minister and former
India player Laxmi Ratan
Shukla quit the Mamata
Banerjee Cabinet in order to,
what he said, concentrate more
on his game — cricket.

The 39-year-old Shukla,
former Bengal captain, found
an instant supporter in fellow
MLA Baishali Dalmiya, the
daughter of late BCCI president
Jagmohan Dalmiya who said
the former all-rounder had
quit because he was not given
to work the way he wanted.

“He was in chains.

He was not allowed to
work by vested interests
...clearly he was prey of inter-
est group politics. This is unfor-
tunate,” Dalmiya said.

Shukla also resigned as the
president of North Howrah
district unit of the party.

Trump vows to slug
it out for presidency

AP W DALTON (US)

ith mounting despera-
tion, Donald Trump
has declared he would
“fight like hell” to hold on to
the presidency and appealed to
Republican lawmakers to
reverse his election loss to Joe
Biden when they convene this
week to confirm the Electoral
College vote.

Electoral voters won by
President-elect Biden are “not
gonna take this White House!”
he shouted as supporters
cheered at an outdoor rally in
Georgia on Monday night.

Trumps announced pur-
pose for the trip was to boost
Republican Senate candidates
in Tuesday’s runoff election, but
he spent much of his speech
complaining bitterly about his
election loss — which he insists
he won “by a lot”

Earlier, in Washington, he
pressed Republican lawmakers
to formally object on

Wednesday at a joint session of
Congress that is to confirm
Biden’s victory in the Electoral
College, a confirmation of
Biden’s November 3 victory.
Though he got nothing
but cheers on Monday night,
Trump’s attempt to overturn
the presidential election is split-
ting the Republican Party.
Some GOP lawmakers
backing him are rushing ahead,
despite an outpouring of con-
demnation from current and
former party officials warning
the effort is undermining
Americans faith in democracy.
Detailed report on P8
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Himachal lifts night curfew in four districts

Allows coaching
classes to open

PNS H SHIMLA

With the hill state witness-
ing decline in COVID-19
cases, Himachal Government
on Tuesday decided to lift the
night curfew imposed in four
districts namely Shimla,

Kangra, Mandi and Kullu in the
state and to restore the six-day
week schedule in government
offices.

The cabinet meeting held
under the Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur also decided to
allow coaching classes in the
state with 50 percent capacity.
The  State  Education
Department would issue a stan-
dard operating procedure in

this regard.

It was on November 23
when the State Government
had imposed night curfew in
the four districts in view of
increase in COVID-19 cases in
Himachal.

Till Tuesday evening, the
total COVID cases in the state
stood at 55832 while the deaths
reached 938. There were 1478
active cases in the state.

A spokesman of the State
Government said that in wake
of the COVID-19 scenario in
the state, the cabinet has decid-
ed that the makeshift hospitals
at IGMC Shimla, CHC
Nalagarh and Dr Rajindra
Prasad Government Medical
College Tanda would be made
functional by outsourcing of
ward sisters, staff nurses, DEOs
and class-IV for the time being,

LOST AND FOUND

Ivis notified for the information

1l Marksheer of 10th,
12th and B.S¢ Nursing along with its
Degree,  Nursing  Registration
Certificate received from MPNRC
has been actually lost. Name of the
candidi ati Vishwakarma (After
marriage Swatl Sharma) Dio Sh
v Vishwakarma and W/o Deep
Lal Sharma R/o 105, Royal Esuate,
Guru Amar Dass Avenue,
Road, Amritsar { Punjab) (M} 93594
50210

Hardarshan Kaur W/o Jagdev
Singh rio 45, Groin Market, Mandi
Mullanpur,  Ludhiana  Village
Mullanpur Dakha Ldh, do here by
states that i have lost the origimal
previous sale deed wasika no, 352
dated 27/6/1996 in favor of mohinder
singh kartar singh. i have not
mongaged the said sale deed with
any bank/financial institution,

that my Ori,

1, Raj Kumar 5/o Ram Swanp
Rio Village Rattewali, Tchsil & Distt
Panchkula declare that our original
Sule deed No, 2986 dated 14-02-
2005 Pertaining w the land of Mouza
HRattewali, Panchkula has been lost
DODR No. 132350202100002 lodged
with the Police of .S Chandi li

I, Balbir Singh 5/0 Sh. Ajmer
Singh RO Sh. Ajmer Singh RO Vill.
Baroli Teh. Kharar Declare That My
Daughter Amritpal Kaur Is Not
Under My Control. She Left Home
Without Any Information. | Disown
Her From My All
Movable/Immovable  Propenties,
Anybody Deal With Her At His Own
Risk. | Have No Responsible For
Any Act Done By Her.

CHANGE OF NAME

3 o g g alcen e
fornsft st aeerer Bren siaren
aiuur azen & @ d2r 2wl o
A e & orafdy @Y a2 6l
gl wan & memor us 3 @R
@i FAm g P & sh s
I & PUl IS AN €5 B
oA 3 gl stret ame |

a anfera yw atrgr gz
formzft 51/2 7@ @@z iEren
gIg3 1 'y @I & s
adl e snfdem & orafs @
10eft ox 12eft e & AfE e 3
a1 ond anrfdeer aftsz R awen
& 5t R arerar & Fafin aite a9
Jwifdrer oife @y |

Anyone found kindly Contact Raj
Kumar- 9468429957,

1, Mohit Jain S/o Subhash
Chand, VPO Laharpur Distt Ambala
inform that my Kegisiry deed no
1059 dated 08-07- 2016 purchased by
by Kaja) Wio Dinesh Ku Goyal
have been lost in Village Narangarh
on dated 29-12-20 . 1 have lodged
DDR no 132210552100019 also. if
anybody found please contact above
address.

1, Baljinder Kanr Wi
Juswinder Singh, Bhagta Patti, Jatwar
Tehsil Naraingarh Disn Ambala

inform that my Sale deed no 119271
D1.23.08.2010 & sale deed no 3347/1
dulB01.2001  have been lost in
Village Narangarh on dated 10.12.20

1 have lodged DDR no
1322105521013 also. if anybody
found please contact above adiress.

1, Mohan S/o Subash Chander
rfo village Dubheta distt sonipat
declare lost my propenty document
property 11D no.2203 regisiry no.611
d19.6.2000,1170 di.26.10.1998 624
du19.6.2000  issued by ganaur
tehshildar at ganaur dated 1.10.2011
if someone found plz contact my
address,

1, Sanjay Arora S0 Sh
Somnath Arora Rio I1L No 29, Old
Howsing Board Colony, Panipat, have
¢ original Allovment Letter &
5 ion Letier of Plot No. A =306,
Ansal Sushant City, Panipat, in
favour of Sh, Amar Singh /0 Ram
Vichar Singh. if anybody found then
confirm W above address. M
9416301541

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Kudemal S/ Chaandu Rio
Village Paln n, Tehsil Rai, Distt
Sonipat have disowns my son Nawab
& his wife Anita from my all
movable-immovable propeny as they
ure oul of my control, In future, if
anybuody deals with them, he/she will
do at their own risk.

We Ram Karan Gupta 5/0 Sh
B.R. Gupta and Smt. Pushpa Gupla
Wia Sh. Ram Kaman Gupta Rio #
501, Tower No. 12, Royal Estate,
Zirnkpur Derabassi (Mohali ) declare
that vur son Ashu Gupta, is out of our
Control. 0 we disown him from our
moveable, Property.
Anybody dealing with them, will do
so at his ‘her own Risk.

immoveable

1, Lekhram Sio Jwala Prasad
Ko 18B Kampun Behind bd four
Mill,ambala cantt declare that my
Son Rajiv is out is out of my control
50 1 disown him from my all movable
and immovable properties,

1 Pallavi Maunrya WO Hay
K RO Air Foree Station
Halwara (Ludhiana) Have Changed
My Name From Pallavi Maurya To

i Verma  Vide Affidavit
No.3T47 Dated 04-01-2021 Before
Ratkot

I, Ramandeep Kaur Wi
Ranveer Singh Malhotra R/o H.No
228/15, Mohali Employees Co-op
Society, Sector- 68, Mohali, Punjab
declare that in school records of my
daughter Ravleen Malhotrs, my
mame is cntered as Ramandeep
Malhotra whereas correet pame is
Ramandeep Kaur and my hushand
name is wrongly entered as Ranveer
Malhoira whereas correct name is
Ranveer Singh Malhotra,

I, Balwinder Singh Dhaliwal
S/0 Late Ujagar Singh R/O H.No.
25, Nitttr Campus, Sector- 26,
Chandigarh  Have Changed My
Name From Balwinder Singh To
Balwinder Singh Dhaliwal

I, Raj Kishor S0 Jaw
Singh Rio # 1946, Phase 11,
Darbar, Chandigarh have changed
my name to Raj Kishor Yadav.

I, No. B034542N Rank HAV
(GD) Chandra Ketu Singh S/o Sh.
Shambhu Singh R/O Village Pure
Pawaran Post Sudamapur District
Racbareli {(UF) have changed my
wife D.OB in my Service record
from O5/12/1981 1o D5/12/1982.
Kindly not all.

I, Darshana Rani & Mamta
Rani W/o Sh. Malik Raj Rio H.No.
2888 Modal Town Sonepat declare
that my name is Darshana Ram &
Mamita Rani. Both are same person's
Tame.

I, Sanamdeep Singh Sio
Bulwinder Singh Rio H.No- 839
Nilokheri Ramana Ramani
Karnal Distt Kamal have changed my
name  from  Sanamdecp  to
Sanamdeep Singh.

Tehsil

L. Soma Kundu Spouse of No

JC BSTI5TA Nb/Sub (DMT) Nemai
Sit Presently Rio S13AD MSI
Regt(SP) Cio 56 Apo permanent
address Village Beliadangarpara PS
oy

'

Joypur Distt Bankura  pin 7221
have changed my name  from Soi
Kundu e Soma Sit vide affidavit
dated 18.12.20 hefore the Exccutive
Magistrate hishnupur, Bankura.

I, Smt Daljit Kaur Atwal Dio
No 33464 14M Late Sep Bakhtawar
Singh Rio Vill. Badala Mahi PO
Tehal & Di
Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed r
name from Surinderpal Kaur to Daljit
Kaur. Cor :d Note,

I, service no. 27745-8, Rank
WG CDR, Name Rahul sharma is
legally father of Rudraksh sharma,
presently resicing at OMQ-04, staff
Road Enclave, Air Force station,
Ambala cantt ¢fo 56 APO, have

Shamchaurasi

changed my son's name from
Rudraksh sharma to Rudraksh G
sharma Vide  affidavit  dated

05.01.2021, before notary/ exeeutive
strate Ambala cantt.

I, service no. 796056-1 Rank
JWO, name Gyan Prakash 1
father of Yash , Presently Residi
SMQ- 208 /5, Toofani Enclave , Air
Foree station, Ambala cantt Clo 56
APO, 1 have changed my son’s name
from Yash 1o Yash Anand . Vide
affidavit dmed 05.01.2021, before
notary’ Executive magistrate Ambala
Cantt

L. Sanjay Chugh ahas Jitender
Chugh s'o Kashmin Lal chugh rio
h.no 42 Preet vihar colony barsat
road panipat declared Sanjay Chugh
and Jitender chugh both are my name

ull concerned noted.

I, Bhuvika Do Trilok Chand
Rio Jawahar Nagar, Tehsil Camp,
Near Devi Mandir, Panipat, have
changed my name from Bhawna to
Bhuvika for all future purposes.

I, Prakash Chander S/ SH.
Jai Karan Rie Vill & PO Behlba,
Pana Khas, Tehsil Mcham, Distt
Rohtak, Haryana ¢

124118 here

Chander  Rathee for all  future

Purposes.

Classifieds

I, Mohamad Anwar Sio
Mohammod Ramzan, Ranean Bast,
Malerkotla  Distt Sangrur, have
changed my name 0 Mohammad
Ramzan.

1. Jaswant Singh Bela S/o
Surinder Singh, Vill Bela Ramgarh
(Pauti Tek Singh) Tehsil Nangal
(Ropar), have changed my name
Jaswant Singh.

I, Raju S/o Babu Ram # 63,
Sector 41-D,  Chandigarh  have
changed my name o Raj Kumar.

I, Rajman Yadav S/o Lalsu
Yadav # 350/3 Small Flats, Maloya
Chandigarh have changed my name
1o Tedhai.

I, Mukesh Devi spouse No
JC452042P Rank Sub Name Rai
Singh RO Vill Alampur, PO Thilod,
Teh Tosham, Disu Bhiwani, State
Haryana 127040 hereby declare that
I ha changed my name from
Mukesh Devi to Mukesh vide
affidavit dated 05/01/2021 before
Session Court Hisar,

1, Ruksana Sheikh W/o Ahmad
Hussain, House No 1419, Mauli
Jagran Complex, Chandigarh inform
that in my some documents my name
wrongly mentioned Sheikh Rukhsana

stakim, Sheikh Rukhsanma S
stukin, Ruksana Sheikh Mustakim
Sheikh, Ruksana Mustakim Sheikh.

My Comect Name 15 Ruksana
Sheikh,
L. No  Jed9117IL  Sub

Gurbachan Singh S/0 Bhag Singh
R/O Village Sherpur PO Sulkhani,
il Bararn (Ambala) In My
Service Record My Wife's Name
Recorded Wrongly As Sarjit Kour
And Dob Is 05.06.1978. But Her
Correct Name 1s Surjit Kaur & Dob
15 29.06,1978. Note Please

Tk

1. Virender Singh 5/0 Kashmir
Singh ro Vill. Bir Amun, Tehsil
Thanesar (Kurukshetra)'s Passport
No. 305975 incorrectly spelied
father's name Kasmir Singh &
mather's name Gurdeep Kaur, while
father's correct name Kashmir Singh
& mother's name Gurdip Kaur.
Please correct it

I, Abhay Dogra S0 Rapmsh
Dogra R/o Gali Ne. 7 Prem Nagar
Raghunath  Mandir  Dhaki  Road
Pathankot Tehsil & Disi, Pathankot.
Have changed my Name Vishu
Dogra to Abhay Dogra, Vide affidavic
No. O8AA 468196 dated 05.01.2021
before Executive Magistrate Nurpur,
Distn, Kangra (HP)

Pooja Wio Vikram Vig Rio H.

No. 17665t No. 02 Kailash Nagar
Basti  Jodhewal Ludhiana  Have
change my name Pooja Kapoor o

Poa

L Abhimanyu 5/0 Ashok Arya
Rio G-102, AWHO Vikram vihar,
Sector 27, Panchkula Haryana have
changed my name 1w Abhimanyu
Arya.

L. Service No.636696TM Ex-
HaviHony Nb/Sub Tarlok Singh $/0
h RO Vpo- Purana
st Gurdaspur

d That My Army
Records In My Son Name From
Lovjeet Pal 51 To Lavjeet Pal
Singh Vide Affidavit No. AlO77940
Dated 14-12-2020 Before Notary
Public Gurdaspur ( Punjab)

L No.110121A Rank Ex Chelp
Name Pramod Kumar 540 Late

Balwant Singh R/O Village And Post
Office Huaryal Te &  Disu
Pathankot {Punjab), Have Changed

Wife From Geeta

The Name OF My
Pathania To Geeta Devi And Also
Her Date Of Binth From 15.05.1965
o 05.12,1964 Vide Affidavit Dated
05.01,2021 Before Notary Public
Fathankot,

1, Sandeep Kumar Son Of
N 39BS422Y Late Hav Mangat Ram
R/O Vill- Bhagatpura Po- Quadian
Fehsil Batala Dhstt- Gurdas
Punjab, That 1 Declare Cha
Name From Sandeep Kumar
Sandeep In Army Record.

1. Noule-264701F Ex Hony
Capt Pritam Singh  5/0 Sh Bawa
Singh R/O Vpo Jora &
And Distt Gurdaspur State Punjab.
Have Changed The Name Of My Son
Sandip Singh To Sandeep Singh

I No 157927841 Rank L/HAV
Name Ramendra Pal posted at 151
AD REGT (SP) C/O 56 APO hereby
declare that | have changed the name
of my brother from Bijendra Pal 1o
Vijendra Kumar vide affidavit dated
05/01/2021 before Session Court
Hisar,

I, Kamaljit 5/0 Mangat Ram
Rio Vill. Maanpur PO. Ahiyapur
Dist Hoshiarpur Declare that | have
Changed my name from Kamaljino
Kamaljit Singh. please note.

1 Jasbir Kaur W./o Aviar Singh
Rio Village Kasampur Tehsil Tohana
District Fatchabad, declares that my
name 15 wrongly mentioned as |
Kaur in my son Amandeep Singh’s
Matric Centificate, while my actual
name is Jasbir Kaur.

I, Krishna Dey Spouse of. No,
JC - 247770F, Nb/Ris Malay Dey,
Unit 52 Armd Regt '
Residing at Village Ketugram Tek
Katwa District Purb Barddhaman,
West Bengal 713140 have changed
m Smt Krishna Devi to
ey Vide Affidavit Dated 05
2021  before Notray

Preser

January
Ferozepur.

1, No. 16115382K, L/NK,

Lrappa R Puttannava it 5 Engr,
Presently Residing ar Village & Post
Saunshi Tehsil Kundgol Distriet
Dharwad (Karnataka) have changed

my minor daughter name  from
Krutika  to Kruti Lrappa
Puttannavar vide affidavit dated 05
January 2021 before  Notray
Ferozepur.

L. No. 16115382K, L/Nk,

Lrappa R Puttannavar, Unit 5 Engr,
Presently Residing at Village & Post
Saunshi Tehsil Kundgol District
Dharwad {Karnataka) have changed
my minor daughter name from
Poorvika Poorvika  Lrappa
Puttanmavar vide affidavit dated 05
Junuary 2021 Notray
Ferozepur,

o
bhefore

1. Gorav Thakral S/0 Ramesh
Chander Rio H.No.66A New Colony
Pooja Vihar distt. Ambala (Haryana)
have changed my name from Gorav
Thakural o Gorav  Thakral
Coneemed note,

I, Tarlochan Singh 5/0 Ujagar
Singh Rio Vill: Manjpur  Po,
Bhangala Teh-Mukerian
(Hoshiarpury Ph, changed my name
from Tarcholan Singh w Tarlochan
Singh.

I Rachhpal Singh 5/0 Joginder
Singh RO Village Bury Littan, Tehsil
Raikot, Dist.  Ludhiana  Have
Changed My ne To Ranjit Singh,

1 Gurtej Singh 5/0 Jagjit Singh
Village Armyanwals Kalan Disut
Faridkot Have Changed My Name
Gurte Singh Sandhu,

1, Ram Paul S/o Darshan Ram
H.No-121-A, Kilen Area Preet Nagar
Mangal Di-Rupnagar Pb has changed
name Kam Pal

1 Dilpreet S/ Krishan Kumar
R/ Krishna Colony Goraya Tehsil
Phillaur Distmet Jalandhar Known By
Two Names Dilpreet And Dilpreet
Kocher One And The Same Person.

I, Charanjit Kaur W/0 Lawe
Baljnt Singh R/O Vpo Bahomajra
Tehsil Khanna {Ludhiana) Changed
My Name To Gurcharan Kaur,

I, Dev Kumar S0 Pawan
Goreeya R/o Vill: Re Teh-Baba
Bakala Suhib (Amritsar) changed my
name to Dev Goreeya

1, Vaishali Do Balwinder Ram
Rio Vi asampur Po. Kukarpur
(Jalandhar) changed my name (o
Babli.

1 Vakil /0 Darshan Singh RO
Basti Guru Karam Singh
Guruharsabat Tehsil Guruharsahai
Distt Ferozepur Have Changed My
Name To Vakeel,

1 Ramanpreet Kaur W/O
Harnek Singh Sckhon R/O Village
Sekh st Ferozepur  Have
Changed My Name To Ramanpreet
Kaur Sekhon.

I Parkash
Ciursewak £
Distt, Moga Have Changed My
Name To Jaspal Kaur.

W0

Kaur

ar $/0 Keshay
9686 St.Np.-3
Haibowal  Kalan
Ludhiana Have Changed My Name
To Sandeep Kumir Junej:

1dasmeen Kaur WO Gurdeep
Singh Hero R/O Vill, Rauwal Tehsil
Jagraon  Disit.  Ludhiana  Have
Changed My Name To Jasmeen Kaur
Hero,

I Baljit Kaur W/O Harjinder
Singh Kohli RO House Number B-
15/416 Arjun Singh Street Railway
Road Hoshiarpur  Punjab  Have
Changed My Name To Baljeet Kaur
Kohli.
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whereas medical officers would
be arranged through fresh or
direct walk-in-interviews and
the proposal of HLL would be
kept in abeyance depending
upon the future COVID sce-
nario.

The cabinet also passed a
resolution thanking the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Government of India for
approving the Coronavirus
vaccine for use in India, by tak-
ing a lead amongst the comity
of nations in this regard.

The cabinet also thanked
the scientists of the country for
successful production of the
vaccine as part of Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat Programme.
The cabinet has congratulated
Prime Minister for being
adjudged as best and most
popular leader worldwide for
effective handling of COVID-
19 pandemic in the country by
American Data Firm Morning
Consult in its recently held sur-
vey, the spokesman said.

On the request of the State
Election Commission, the cab-
inet has relaxed the condition of
allowing not more than 50 per-
sons in an indoor meeting, so
that the Commission could
undertake its election related
training programme effectively.

It also gave approval to
start single window empanel-
ment for registration of private
hospitals for effective imple-
mentation of Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana and Him Care
Yojana and Government
Medical Reimbursement
Scheme in the state, the
spokesman added.

During the meeting, a pre-
sentation was made by the
Horticulture Department
before the cabinet on a six
months target till March 2021
and next one year’s target from
April, 2021 to March, 2022.

HP GOVT ISSUES FRESH
GUIDELINES RELATED
TO COVID-19

Following the Cabinet
meeting, the State Government
on Tuesday issued fresh orders
related to COVID-19 guide-
lines in the state. “There will be
no restrictions regarding seat-
ing capacity in inter-state as
well as intra-state buses.
However, all COVID-19 relat-
ed safety protocols shall be fol-
lowed. Transport Department
will issue necessary directions
in this regard,” stated an order
issued by Chief Secretary,
Himachal.
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Public Notice
1. Suman Sudan Wio Lale Sh. Nilanbar Dhar Sharma
#1432 G F Housing Boad Colony Sector 26
Panchkula declare that My Daughter Jyeli Sharma
WO Lt. $h. Rajkwnar Shatna and son Deepak Kumar
Sharma S‘o Lt. Sh. Nilambar Dhar Sharma, Rakesh
Kutnar Sharma 8o Late Sh. Nilambar Dhar Sharma
amd with all familys. is out of my Contral, T disown
her from ny inoveable, immoveable Property.
Anyhody dealing Any activities with her at his her
own Risk And responsibility. [fshe herselfany Jost and

danage T am not responsible.
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This is for general public thal Sh. Sada

Ram S/o Sh. Niku Ram R/o Village Jhira
P.0. Toba Tehsil Naina Devi Ji is the owner
of Flat No. 107/08 Lily Amravat Enclave
Sai road, Baddi, Distt. Solan, HP and
original sale deed dated 30.07.2014 is lost
and nol raceable despite best eflors
GDD Bearing No. 007 Dated 31.12 2020
has also been lodged with police station
Kol-Keloor Dist. Bilaspur (HP). Any
person finding the same is requested lo
deliver at balow mentioned address within
7 days from the date of publication of this
notice:Sada Ram, Village Jhira, P.O. Toba
Tehsil Sri naina Devi dislt Bilaspur-1 74002
Ph. 2417559114
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=== PUBLIC NOTICE ==
INoorcg Kumer 5/0 Sh, Ram l!ar R/OH,
Mo, 149, Sec. 5 Kurukshetra declare that
| am the legal owner of Plot Mo, 1312,
|Sector-4, ﬁiruldwfru as per Regn. Ne,
1077, Dated 07.05.2014. | had lost its}
Conveyance Mo. 4112, Dated
18.07.2011, somewhere near HU
office, Sectar-2 & 3, Kurukshetra. | had
lodged FiR of the same in concerned
Police Statlen, Thana Sadar,
Pipli,Kurukshetra on dated 09.07.2014,
MNow, | am goln's to morigage this
ﬁrnperly Flot MNo. 1312 3ector-4,
urukshetra to the State Bonk of India,
Kurukshetra Universiry, Kurukshetra.
If any person has any objecticn against
this ‘mortgage, he/she can submit
oblections to the concerned Branch
Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
within 7 days of publication of this notice,
After this rlme&p-rlod. Mo objections will
|be entertained .

Neeraj Kumar 5/0 5h. Ram Raj

The Telehos Employees Co-Op House Building
First Ltd., Sector 50-C, Chand

Itis nofified for the General Public that Flat No.
2373, Category B, Ground Floor of The
Talehos Employees Co-op House Building
First Society Lid., Sector 50.C, Chandigarh
was allotied o Sh, Bhushan Kumar Arora Sio
5h. Gobind Ram. Sh, Bhushan Kumar Arora
died on 10,09.2020,

MNow Smi. Archana wife of the deceased
aliottes has applied for the transfer of
ownership of the said sharefat in her favour
as per law. Sub-Conveyance Deed has
already been axecuted and registered in the
office of Sub-Registrar, Chandigarh at Sr. No.
2160, dated 07-06-2019. Other legal heirs
have relinquished their rights of the said flat in
favour of Smt. Archana and submitted their
affidavils.

If anybiody his any objection upon the transfer
of Flat in favour of the applicant, he/she can

Itis informed to the general public that
Sh. Suman Kumar and Sh. Raman
Kumar, both Sio Sh, Murari Lal, both
Rio Gali No.2, M.C. Colony, Hisar
Road, Sirsa has applied for the transfer
of half share in H.No.1076-LIG, Sec-
10, Panchkula on the basis of will
dated 29.06.2018 duly registered in
the office of Sub-registrar, Panchkula
vide document No. 191 in his favor. He
has submitted necessary documenis
for the transfer of this property. The
general public is informed through this
notice lo file objection if any to the
undersigned within 15 days from the
publi 1 of this nolice. In case no
objection is received within this perod,
the half share of this property will be
f in his name.

within 30 days from the date of pubiication,
the NOC shall be issued fo the

Estale Manager
Housing Board Haryana,
Panchkula.
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IN'THE COURT OF SH. HARJEET SINGH SANDHU,
PC.5. SUB-DIVISIONAL MAGISTRATE (C}-CUM-
MARRIAGE OFFICER, U.T, CHANDIGARH
Mr. Neeraj Mallick Sio Nru Shingh Charan
Mallick, Permanent & Temporary Rio H.No.
94, New Colony Khudda Lahora, Chandigarh.
AND

Mrs. Malalay Mallick Dio Mr, Mohammad
Zarif, Permanant & Te Rio H.No. 94,
New Colony Khudda Lahor, Chandigarh.

Have given Motice ws 15 of the Special
M Act, 1954, for istration of

i

Mantage to be registered within three calendar
months, undr the Special Marmiage Act, 1954.
Whereas, the above named parties have fleda
petition for the Registration of their marmiage
‘within three calendar months in this court nofice
Is, therefore, issued through this publication to
the general public that in case there is any
mmblthmheﬂmm&mﬂm
o umu'%:tmmm
g&wmlwm

0 b fabsa, ke, Frivolous,
and shall have no value in the of law,

Wio Rampal|
H. No. 101647, Tng:ngar, Sanh?tf"”mﬂ

tact No, 7206301994

Given under my hand and seal of the Court on
05.01.2021

S.0.M (Cleum-
MARRIAGE OFFICER, U.T.. CHANDIGARH

north 02

Secretariat, Shimla by January 10.

regard, he added.

sacrifice than the Guru.

SUGGESTIONS INVITED FOR BUDGET 2021-22 IN HIMACHAL
Shimla: Himachal Govt has started the process of formulation of the
state budget for the year 2021-22. A spokesperson said suggestions
are invited from the general public, industries, trade and farmers
associations on the budget for 2021-22. A web portal has been
launched on the Finance Department website for inviting suggestions.
The suggestions may be sent by email to budgetidea.hp@gmail.com
or by letter to the Additional Chief Secretary Finance to the
Government of HP at Room No. 524, Armsdale Building, HP

HP DGP CALLS ON GOVERNOR

Shimla: Himachal Director General of Police, Sanjay Kundu called on
Governor Bandaru Dattatraya at Raj Bhavan on Tuesday. The DGP
apprised the Governor that a team of senior police officers led by him
recently visited the famous Tirupati temple of South India and studied
about the temple management to be implemented in Shaktipeeths of
Himachal Pradesh. A detailed report has also been prepared in this

SJVNL DONATES AMBULANGE TO STATE RED CROSS
Shimla: Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited on Tuesday donated an
ambulance to the State Red Cross in a function held at Raj Bhawan
here. The Governor Bandaru Dattatraya received the key of the
ambulance donated to the State Red Cross by Nand Lal, Chairman and
Managing Director, SIVNL. Dr Sadhana Thakur, chairperson, H.P. Red
Cross Hospital Welfare Section was also present on the occasion.

MIN ATTENDS RELIGIOUS GATHERING AT PATNA SAHIB
Chandigarh: Haryana Minister of State for Sports and Youth Affairs
Sandeep Singh attended the religious gathering organized at Takhat Sri
Harimandir Patna Sahib on the occasion of the 10th Sikh Guru, Gobind
Singh’s birth anniversary and attended the Guru Durbar for offering
prayers. Sandeep Singh said Guru Gobind Singh had sacrificed his
entire family in the face of militant forces. No one has made a greater

Members of Mahendragarh Bar Association called upon Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar to thank him for agreeing to their demand for setting up a
court of Additional District Judge and other demands at Chandigarh Pioneer Photo

Punjab Police’s Cyber
Crime cell busts interstate
gang of cyber hackers

PNS B CHANDIGARH

In a major breakthrough,
Punjab Police’s Cyber Crime
cell on Tuesday arrested six
hackers from Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh for hacking
the Facebook account of the
Chief Principal Secretary to
Chief Minister Punjab,
Suresh Kumar.

The arrested persons have
been identified as Narendra

Singh, Gulaab Singh, Bhaag
Singh, and Raman — all resi-
dents of Rajasthan; besides
two — Dinesh and Rahul —
from Madhya Pradesh. One
accused is still at large. The
accused persons were also
operating in the states includ-
ing Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh. The police have
recovered various ATM cards,
cash, SIMs and a POS Machine
from the accused persons.

Haryana Govt
gives relief to
small traders

PNS B CHANDIGARH

iving relief to the small

traders in the State,
Haryana Government has
decided to provide one per cent
(1%) exemption of Market Fee
to them with turnover upto Rs
5 lakh per annum.An official
spokesman on Tuesday said
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar has approved a pro-
posal in this regard, adding that
for this, necessary amendments
would be made in Haryana
Agricultural Produce Markets
(General) Rules, 1962. He said
that any small trader who
would submit final annual
return in the Market
Committee on the closure of a
financial year showing that his
total annual turnover from
sale purchase of agricultural
produce in Haryana was less
than Rs 5 lakh in the previous
year, would be entitled to claim
refund upto 1 per cent market
fees on the said turnover if he
has deposited any market fees
in any market committee of the
State on such sale purchase.

The spokesman said that
the chief minister has also
approved to amend Rule 17 of|
the Haryana Agricultural
Produce Markets (General)
Rules, 1962 providing for the
criteria for issue of category (iii)
licence. According to the
amendment, the requirement
for getting this category (iii)
license would be exceeding Rs
5lakh and not exceeding Rs 12
lakh. With this, the small
traders with annual turnover of
less than Rs 5 lakh would not
have to get the license required
under section 10 and Rule-17.

| PUBLIC NOTICE |
liwe Smt. Saroj Wio Sh, Ram Lal Sfo Sh.
Ratan Lal Rio H.No. 202/A, Teliyan Pull
Balmiki Mohalla, Hisar, Tehsil & Distt. Hisar
mmm@wmtswmm
Plutrmasg% Sq, Yards

Kunj Lal en, Hisar
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SeeT, ¥
stands in the name of SmiL Roma Khanna Wio Sh.
Surinder Kumar, Sh. Surinder Kumar Sio Radha
Krishan, o 2084-MiG-II, Housing Board

Sec T, Kurukshelra, as per record of this office. lthas
been reported by applicant that Sh. Surinder Kumar,

propeny Radh No.
2084-MIG-1I, Houw: Board Colony, Sec 7,
Kurukshetra, Wuwmf.humy for the
fransder of e sald , in favour of the applicants
may in the office of the

of i notics, fafing whi shall be
sterred accordingly and no further claim

shalbe:

Housing B ]

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please lake nobice that | Smi Promia
Kehar wio Sh. Raj Kumar have lost onginal
sale deeds daled 22082012 i
vasika No. 11334 and 22 08 2012 bearing
vaska No. 11359 in favor of Sml. Sajveer
kaur and Sh. Gurdial Singh in respect of the
Industrial plot measunng 923 40 Sq. Yds.,
nsed in Khasra No. 826/135,
8271135, B268/135, 133, 134, Situated in the
vilage “Gehlewal”, Localty known as
“Krishna Colony.”, Tehsil & Distt. Ludhiana.
which was purchased vide registered sale
deed dated 04,10.2018 bearing vasika No.
4423, ADDR dated 03.01.2021 was lodged
with Sanh Kender PSOC, LR No.
98006/2021. | am avaiing a loan facility
from HOFC BANK LTD. against this
property. If anyone has any objection
Mr. Sherry Sandhu,
Advocate @ 9814493393 within 15 days of
the publication of this notice otherwise no.
claim shall be entertained
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BIRD FLU SCARE

north 03

Death of migratory hirds crossed 2,300 in Himachal, local birds too found dead

Amid bird flu scare, alert at Sultanpur,
Bhindawas wetlands in Haryana

NISHU MAHAJAN B
CHANDIGARH

he death toll of migratory

birds crossed over 2300 on
Tuesday in Himachal’s Pong
wetland due to the outbreak of
deadly avian influenza- H5N1.

Not only this, the local
birds such as crows have also
been found dead in the wetland
area triggering concerns for the
alarming situation in Kangra
district.

The state Cabinet meeting
held under Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur reviewed the sit-
uation arising due to the bird
flu in the state.

The cabinet has directed
the Department of Health and
Department of Animal
Husbandry to ensure adequate
availability of medicines spe-
cific to the H5N1 and PPE kits
for staff. The cabinet has fur-
ther directed strict enforcement
of restrictions on movement
imposed around Pong wet-
land by the Deputy
Commissioner, Kangra.

A report from National
Institute of High Security
Animal Diseases in Bhopal,
had a day before confirmed the
presence of H5N1 avian
influenza in the samples of five
dead Bar- Headed Goose found
at Pong Dam in Himachal’s
Kangra district.

Sources said that all the
wetlands including Renuka
wetland, which hosts migrato-
ry birds every year, wildlife
sanctuaries and zoos in the
state have been put on alert.
Samples collected from migra-
tory birds at Renuka Dam have
also been sent for bird flu test-
ing. Samples from poultry
farms have also been collected

for testing, said sources.

The samples of blood, fae-
cal or throat swab of the birds
are collected for the disease
investigation.

It is for the first time that
bird flu has been reported at
the Pong wetland which is
known as migratory birds’ par-
adise as it hosts more than one
lakh winged guests during win-
ter season.

Sources said that due to the
bird flu, the annual avian cen-
sus conducted at Pong Dam in
January and February will be
suspended this year. Given the
current situation, the area is
likely to remain under surveil-
lance and carrying out saniti-
zation exercise for about a
month’s time, sources said.

All kinds of human and
livestock activities have already
been banned in the one km
area around the lake which is
declared as alert zone (red
zone) while the next nine km
area has been declared a sur-
veillance zone.

According to the census
exercise conducted in January
this year, as many as 1.15 lakh
birds of 114 species were
recorded at the Pong Dam
Lake.

“More than 2300 migrato-
ry birds have died till now. We
have sounded an alert due to
bird flu and all precautionary
measures are being taken by the
field staff at the Pong Dam,”
said Rahul Rohane, Deputy
Conservator of Forests,
Wildlife Division, Hamirpur
while talking to The Pioneer.

He said that on an average,
death of more than 200 migra-
tory birds is being reported
every day at the wetland. The
Department is following the

guidelines for burning and
burying the carcasses of migra-
tory birds.

Maximum fatalities have
been seen among Bar-Headed
Goose. Fatalities have also been
reported in species namely
Common Teal, Northern
Shoveler, Common Pochard,
Tufted Duck, Black-headed
Gull among others, he added.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, sale of poultry products
and fish have been banned in
Fatehpur, Dehra, Jawali and
Indora subdivisions of Kangra
district till further orders.

The Pong Dam, also
known as Pong Reservoir, Pong
Dam Lake and the Maharana
Pratap Sagar is a well-known
wildlife sanctuary and one of
the international wetland sites
declared in India by the Ramsar
Convention. Every year, more
than one lakh migratory birds
of over 100 species from Siberia
and Central Asia descend on
Pong wetland for their winter
sojourn.

Alongside the Covid-19
outbreak across the world last
year, there have been bird flu
outbreaks in several countries
in Europe and East Asia. In
India, the outbreak of highly
pathogenic avian influenza has
also affected states namely
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Kerala.

Notably, humans can get
infected by H5N1 only upon
close interaction with infected
live or dead birds, or H5N1-
contaminated environments.
If infected, humans tend to fall
severely ill and also require
hospitalisation. Oseltamivir, an
antiviral medicine is used wide-
ly to prevent severity of the
virus and death.

MANOJ KUMAR =
CHANDIGARH

Taking precautionary mea-
sures in view of the death
of thousands of migratory
birds in the Pong Dam of
Himachal Pradesh due to bird
flu, Haryana Department of
Forests and Wildlife has
sounded an alert in the wet-
lands of Sultanpur Lake and
Bhindawas where thousands
of migratory birds have
arrived for their annual
sojourn.

Talking to “The Pioneer’
over the phone, Sultanpur
National park (wildlife)
Inspector Rajesh Chahal said
that no casualty has been
reported in this part of the
region but the possibility of
the disease reaching the wet-
lands cannot be ruled out.
“Nonetheless, teams of the
Wildlife Department are
keeping round-the-clock vigil
at Sultanpur wetlands. In the
recent census, around 20, 000
migratory birds had arrived at
Sultanpur wetlands,” he
added.

Asked if it could pose a
threat to other aquatic crea-
tures that survive in waters, he
said:

“An alarming rise in
deaths is concerning and
requires a serious follow-up”.
Observing the current situa-
tion as quite serious, he said
that a group of individuals

who provide extra informa-
tion about the birds or aquat-
ic species and habitat, and
local riparian residents had
been roped in to keep an eye
on any abnormal behaviour of
water fowls.

“The idea is to keep as
many eyes on suspicious activ-
ity as possible. They have
been told to report back if
fresh bird carcasses are found.
Our teams have been keeping
a watch 24x7 on a rotational
basis,” he said.

When contacted Haryana
Chief Conservator of Forests
(wildlife) ML Rajvanshi, said,
“So far, we have not detected
mortality among birds in
Sultanpur and Bhindawas wet-
lands. We are on the alert”

He said that an advisory
has been issued that all zoos
remain alert and vigilant for
any symptoms among captive
animals and incidence, if any,
in nearby areas.

Similarly, veterinarians
have been engaged in preven-
tive care of the birds.

After the highly infec-
tious Asian avian influenza
(H5N1) led to the death of
about 2000 migratory birds in
Pong Dam wetland in Kangra
district of Himachal Pradesh
besides 1 lakh poultry birds in
Haryana’s Barwala belt in
Panchkula district suspected
to be due to the virus, the
wildlife officials have been
put on high alert in the State.

He said, “Considering
this grave situation, we have
asked the officials to take all
possible measures/precau-
tions to prevent the trans-
mission of disease in other
animals, birds and human
beings.

The officials have been
asked to create awareness that
any sighting of a dead bird by
volunteers, bird watchers and
others should be reported to
the nearest forest/animal hus-
bandry office”

Directing the officials
concerned to remain vigilant
for birds, animals showing
symptoms, another Wildlife
official said that staff mem-
bers have been asked to wear
rubber gloves and protective
clothing that can be disin-
fected or disposed of and
protective eyewear or a face
shield while handling ani-
mals.

They should wash hands
with soap and water often and
disinfect work surfaces and
equipment between sites.
Officials have been advised to
not to eat, drink, or smoke
while handling animals.

“All the wildlife officials
have been asked to create
awareness about the spread,
testing and prevention of
swine flu and we have also
asked them to ensure that
there are enough medicines to
treat any cases that are being
reported,” he added.

4L unusual deaths of poultry birds
in Panchkula, samples collected
and sent to RDDL, Jalandhar

PNS ® CHANDIGARH

Unusual death of four lakh
poultry birds has
occurred in the last ten days
in 20 poultry farms with epi-
centers near Garhi Kutaha
and the other nearby village
Jaloli in Barwala area in
Panchkula district, an official
of Haryana, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
Department said on Tuesday,
triggering alarm bells.

“There are a total of
77,87,450 birds in poultry
farms in Panchkula district
and the mortality of birds
was 4,09,970. The samples
were collected and sent to
Regional Disease Diagnostic
Laboratory (RDDL),
Jalandhar from where the
report is still awaited and cur-
rently RDDL team has
reached Barwala area for re-
sampling of birds.

There are no confirmed
reports of Avian Influenza as
yet, he added. Among the
suspected diseases can also be
Ranikhet or Infectious laryn-
geo-trachitis.

Elaborating on it further
he said that even though the
mortality in poultry is higher
as compared to previous
months, the department of
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying has a standard advi-
sory regarding the consump-
tion of poultry in case of
Avian influenza. As per the
advisory, the poultry and

poultry products can be
cooked and consumed as
usual with no fear of acquir-
ing infection with the avian
influenza virus.

Listing out the details of
the advisory the spokesperson
said that in areas free of the
disease, poultry and poultry
products can be cooked and
consumed as usual (following
good hygienic practices and
proper cooking) with no fear
of acquiring infection with the
avian influenza virus. He stat-
ed that the avian influenza
virus is sensitive to heat.
Moreover, the normal tem-
peratures used for cooking in
India (70°C for all parts of the
food) can kill the virus.
Henceforth, before consuming
poultry consumers should
ensure that all parts of the
poultry are fully cooked (no
“pink” parts) and that eggs,
too, are properly cooked (no
“runny” yolks), he added.

On the things to take care
of while food preparation the
spokesperson said that during
food preparation, raw poultry
and poultry products should
never be allowed to mix with
items eaten raw. Moreover,
when handling raw poultry or
raw poultry products, persons
involved in food preparation
should wash their hands thor-
oughly and clean and disinfect
surfaces in contact with the
poultry products. Soap and
hot water are sufficient for this
purpose, he added.

Punjab Cong holds protest march for
farmers, places 57 extinguished lamps
for 57 lost lives at martyr memorial

PNS B CHANDIGARH

Scores of Punjab
Congressmen, led by state
unit president Sunil Jakhar, on
Tuesday marched up to the
martyr  memorial in
Chandigarh in protest against
the Centre’s apathy towards
the loss of precious
57 farmer lives during the
ongoing farmer agitation
against farm laws and placed 57
extinguished earthen lamps on
ground.

“The Modi government
has blood on its hands,” said
Jakhar adding that this march
and laying of 57 extinguished
lamps by the Congress at a
befitting martyr memorial in
the State capital is to tell the
Government to rise from its
deep slumber and repeal
the three black farm laws at the
earliest.

“The sacrifice of these
farmers will not go in vain.

They are no less martyrs.
Punjab and Haryana farmers
have led the battle for the
nation from the front. The
Centre’s insensitivity towards
the farmers’ cause will not last
long,” said Jakhar.

The state Congress chief
said that the agitation has
crossed way beyond 100 days
with farmers being harassed
and facing the bone-chilling
winter months out in the open.
“If the Governments intent is
sacrosanct, the several rounds
of talks with farmer represen-
tatives would not have
remained inconclusive,” he
said.

Jakhar said that the Martyr
Memorial in Chandigarh is a
tribute to the brave soldiers
who laid down their lives for
the nation.

The Centre should expe-
ditiously clear the logjam
before the situation worsens, he
maintained.

Punjab to conduct crash investigation

of all major road accidents

PNS B CHANDIGARH

To bring down the fatalities
in the state from 14 per day
to at least the national average
of seven, the Punjab
Government has decided to
conduct a Crash Investigation
of all the major road accidents
in the state.

The proposed investiga-
tion would help in ascertaining
the reasons for accidents which
could have happened due to the
engineering fault, lack of
enforcement, vehicle fault,
among others, so that remedi-
al measures can be initiated.

Besides, the Government
has also decided to conduct a
third party audit of all vulner-
able road stretches in the State
by an independent agency.

The decisions were taken
during the meeting of the
Punjab State Road Safety
Council (PSRSC), headed by
the state Transport Minister
Razia Sultana, to review the
road safety measures and

action taken by the stakehold-
ers on implementation of road
safety laws in the State.

The Minister issued direc-
tions to the officials concerned
to implement some major deci-
sions, including purchase of
reflectors to cover nearly 50,000
stray cattle and rectify all the
black spots by March 31, 2021.

During the meeting, it was
decided to expedite the pur-
chase of equipment for road
safety like speed guns, breath
analyzers, besides filling up of
vacant posts in lead agencies
and implementation of direc-
tions issued by the Supreme
Court Committee of Road
Safety.The Minister advised all
the agencies involved in the
road safety to work in mission
mode so that precious lives can
be saved.

“As many as 502 road acci-
dents with stray animals are
reported in Punjab during the
last three years (2015-2018) in
which 370 people lost their
lives, 157 seriously injured,

and 59 got minor injuries,” said
an official spokesperson of the
Department.

Spokesperson said that the
problem becomes more serious
due to foggy conditions during
the months of December to
February. “The meeting also
decided that due to intense
foggy conditions in the State,
there is a need to put fluores-
cent reflectors on stray cattle
and for this purpose, the
Council will incur the expen-
diture of nearly Rs 25 lakhs for
the purchase of reflectors to
cover nearly 50,000 stray cattle
in the state,” added the
spokesperson.

Informing about black
spots, the spokesperson said
that an accident black spot is a
road corridor of about 500-
meter-long stretch on which
either five road accidents
involving fatalities and grievous
injuries had been reported
during the last three calendar
years or 10 fatalities during the
last three years.

Dry run for Covid-19 vaccination to be
held on January 7, says Haryana CS

PNS B CHANDIGARH

o ensure successful imple-

mentation of the COVID-
19 vaccine roll out in Haryana,
a ‘dry run’ will be conducted on
January 7 in all the districts, on
six sites, including three urban
and three rural sites, from 11
am to 1 pm.

Presiding over a meeting of
the State Steering Committee
and the State Task Force for the
COVID-19 vaccine held with
all the Deputy Commissioners
through video conferencing,
Haryana Chief Secretary Vijai
Vardhan directed the officials
to ensure that all the guidelines
issued by the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare
are followed at the time of ‘dry
run.
During the meeting, the
Chief Secretary gave direc-
tions regarding the new strain
of the COVID-19 virus found
in people coming from Britain

and said that tracing and test-
ing of such people should be
done on priority.

Also, contact tracing of
these people should be done
strictly, he added.

He directed that it is
mandatory to record the details
of the healthcare workers who
are to be included in the ‘dry
run’ to be conducted on
January 7 in the software.

In the meeting, Additional
Chief Secretary, Health and
Family Welfare Department
Rajeev Arora said that as per
the scheme of Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare,
‘Dry Run’ was conducted on
January 2 in Panchkula district.
Taking this forward, now on
January 7, a ‘dry run’ will be
conducted across the state,
which aims to practice the
entire process of COVID-19
vaccine rollout from begin-
ning to end so that all the chal-
lenges in its implementation

can be identified.

Arora said that the plat-
form of the existing universal
immunization programme of
the State with enhanced capac-
ity will be used for providing
Covid-19 vaccine.

According to the central
government guidelines, the
introduction of the COVID-19
vaccine will start this year with
the vaccination of a number of
groups and healthcare workers.

Health workers will be
vaccinated under category-1.
Under category-2, frontline
workers like municipality and
sanitation workers, state and
central police forces, civil
defense and armed forces and
revenue officers will be vacci-
nated, while people over 50
years of age will be vaccinated
under category-3, and those
below the age of 50 years who
are ill will be vaccinated under
category-4.

Punjab to impart technical

edu in mother tongue

PNS B CHANDIGARH

Fulfilling Punjab Government’s
promise to provide technical edu-
cation in the state’s mother tongue, the
Education
Department has translated the books

state Technical

of 16 different trades

Punjabi and work is underway to
translate books of other 25 different

trades into Punjabi.

At the same time, the Punjab
Government has sent a question bank
of more than 25,000 questions in
Punjabi language to the Central
Government’s Directorate General of
Training (DGT) to send question
papers in Punjabi to the students of the

state.

“Earlier, the question papers were
sent to the Technical Education stu-
dents by the Union Government only

of Engineering and Technology,
Ferozepur; and Beant College of
and Technology,
Gurdaspur. IIT Ropar has been made
its mentor and a bill to make these two
colleges campus universities would be
introduced in the assembly in the next
budget session,” he said.

Channi said that the state-of-art Dr
Institute
Management, which will be at the
national level, is being opened at Dr
IKG-PTU at Kapurthala.

“A Skill University is being set up
at Chamkaur Sahib under the first
phase of which IKG-PTU has sanc-
tioned Rs 120 crore for setting up of
Skill College. The tender for this work
has been issued by the PWD and the
construction of this college would be
completed this year by working on a

Engineering

into

BR Ambedkar

war footing;” he said.

in English and Hindi, which made it

very difficult for the state’s youth to
understand and solve them,” said the
state Technical Education and
Industrial Training Minister Charanjit

Singh Channi on Tuesday.

He said that the State Government
has announced the development of
Punjabi language, on International

Mother Language Day.

“Although it is just a beginning, the
complete syllabus in reference books
of most of the colleges would be pre-
pared and made available to the stu-

dents in Punjabi,” he said.

The Minister also announced the
setting up of two state Campus
Universities at Gurdaspur and

Ferozepur.

“A MoU has been signed with IIT
Ropar to improve the quality of edu-
cation in Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

FEB 15

PUNJAB TO START OVERSEAS
STUDY, PLACEMENT CELL FROM

Punjab government will start a for-
eign study and placement cell from
February 15 which would be inaugu-
rated by Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh. This cell has been

get study visa.

of Channi

Department

45 years.

formed under ‘Punjab Ghar Ghar

abroad.

Rozgar and Karobaar Mission’ for the
benefit of aspirants who wish to study

“This cell would be started from
Mohali as a pilot project. At this cell,
the youth will be facilitated with coun-
seling and consultation for study and
work visa. All the formalities have been
completed regarding this cell and
Union Government has also given its
nod for the formation of this cell,” said
the state Employment Generation

Minister Charanjit Singh Channi.

He said that in the next phase, the
talks are on with foreign universities
and colleges for required assistance to

This cell would be proving bene-
ficial for Punjabi youth to get study and
work visa according to their interests
and qualification, he said.
said
Government will provide jobs and self
employment opportunities to as many
as 10 lakh people under ‘Ghar Ghar
Rozgar and Karobaar Mission.

“In this drive, one lakh govern-
ment jobs, four lakh private sector jobs
and five lakh self-employment oppor-
tunities will be provided to youth.
Under mission Ghar Ghar Rozgar,
more than 15 lakh youth have been
facilitated with jobs and self-employ-
ment during the present government
regime till date,” he said.

In view of expectations of Japanese
investment in Punjab, he said that the

Japanese language training courses
under which 37 master trainers have
been appointed who would provide
200-hour training to youth from 18 to

‘MISSION RED SKY’ TO SAVE
YOUTH FROM DRUGS BY
SKILLING THEM

The Department has also launched
a special ‘Mission Red Sky’ following
the Chief Minister’s directions to save
Punjabi youth from drug abuse by
skilling them and placements.

Under this, 500 youth from each
district and a total of 11,000 youth will
be given skill development training to
provide employment.

that Punjab

2021.

has started

To provide permanent relief
from water-logging and ensure
optimum use of canal water, the
relining project of Sirhind feeder
and Rajasthan feeder would be
completed in two years.

Asserting this, Punjab Water
Resources Minister Sukhbinder
Singh Sarkaria said: “Punjab has
completed the relining work of 17-
km-long section of Sirhind Feeder
at a cost of Rs 80.51 crore in Sri
Muktsar Sahib, Faridkot and
Ferozepur districts.

The remaining work of relin-
ing on the canal would be taken up
during the planned canal closure
from January 18 to February 22,

The total cost of the relining
project would be Rs 671.478 crore.”

Sarkaria said that the relining
works of Rajasthan Feeder would
also be taken up in two canal clo-
sures — 2021-22 and 2022-23 —
with proposed length of 47 kms
and 49 kms in each year at a cost
of Rs 1200 crore.

These projects would prevent
water seepage which will resolve
the water-logging problem in the
south-western districts of the state,
besides increasing efficiency of
canal irrigation, he added.

Apart from this, the Water
Resources Department has spent
Rs 30 crore for cleaning of 7,000
kms distributaries or minors dur-
ing 2020 to provide the water to the
tail-end farmers.

Drains in the length of 2020
kms, out of total 8136 kms, were
cleaned at a cost of Rs 26 crore and

SPECIAL PROJECTS FOR BET-
TER IRRIGATION FACILITIES

Sarkaria said that a project for
construction of field channels on
Kotla Branch Part-II System at a
cost of Rs 477.19 crore is in
progress and is likely to be com-
pleted by March 31, 2022. With the
completion of this project, an area
of 1,42,658 hectares would be
brought under better irrigation
facilities.

A project for Installation and
Re-energisation of 72 Alternate
Deep Tubewells in six blocks of
four districts of Punjab at a cost of
Rs 30.21 crore, is in progress, and
will be completed by March 31,
2021 and would provide assured
irrigation to 3,600 hectares on
completion, said the Minister.

48 flood protection works were
executed at a cost of Rs 24 crore
during 2020.

To give benefits to Doaba
region, a project of rehabilitation
of Bist Doab Canal system at a cost
of Rs 462.57 crore was approved
and the work is likely to be com-
pleted in 2021, he said. The work
for distribution system of Kandi
Canal Stage-II (Hoshiarpur to
Balachaur) was executed during
2019-20, and now it is 90.53 per-
cent completed, said the Minister,
adding that after completion, it
would provide the irrigation facil-
ities to 29,527 hectares area of 218
villages in districts Hoshiarpur
and SBS Nagar.

MINING DEPT TO LAUNCH
WEB PORTAL TO ENABLE
ONLINE BUYING OF SAND,

Sirhind, Rajasthan feeders relining
to be completed in 2 years

PNS m CHANDIGARH GRAVELPunjab Government is
soon coming up with a web por-
tal for online sale of sand and grav-
el at fixed rates. Announcing, the
state Mines and Geology Minister
Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria on
Tuesday said: “For better moni-
toring of mining activities, the
Department is developing a web
portal which will be launched
shortly. The portal would enable
the consumers to buy sand or grav-
el online from the mining sites of
their choice at the notified rate of
Rs nine per cubic feet”

“Under ease of doing business

initiative, the Department has also
made provisions for online
issuance of various permissions like

permits for soil excavation in gen-

eral as well as for BKOs, and reg-
istration of crushers etc,” said the
Minister. Sarkaria further said that
the State Government has also
decided that desilting of rivers is to
be allotted to the existing con-
tractors of respective mining
blocks.

The drainage wing of Water

Resources Department had iden-
tified 78 desilting sites in six blocks
having 274.22 lakhs MT desilting
mining or mineral, he added.

PUNJAB OFFERED RELIEFS
TO DEVELOPERS, ALLOTTEES

Punjab Housing and Urban

Development Minister Sukhbinder
Singh Sarkaria on Tuesday claimed
that the Department continued its
development agenda by accom-

plishing major housing and devel-

opment projects across the State
during lockdown and COVID
pandemic.

259 fresh Covid-19
cases, four deaths
in Haryana

PNS B CHANDIGARH

Ha.ryana on Tuesday report-
ed four more coronavirus
deaths, taking the toll to 2927
even as 259 fresh cases pushed
the State’s infection tally to
2,63,571, a health bulletin
showed

According to the State health
odepartment’s daily bulletin,
the fatalities were one each
from Jhajjar, Kurukshetra,
Karnal and Faridabad districts.
Among other districts to report
new cases included Gurugram
(35) and Faridabad (29).

The number of active cases
in the state were 2,692 while as
many as 2,57,952 people have
so far been discharged after
recovering from infection. The
recovery rate in the State was
97.87 percent.

1 DEATH, 41 NEW CASES
IN CHANDIGARH

The COVID-19 positive
cases have crossed 20000-mark
in the union territory of
Chandigarh with the detection
of 41 fresh infections on
Tuesday. The total cases now
stand at 20026 in the city while
one more death has pushed the
toll to 322, according to the
Chandigarh Health
Department’s bulletin.As per
the bulletin, there were 240
active cases till Tuesday
evening. A total of 116 patients
were discharged in the last 24
hours after they recovered from
the infection, taking the num-
ber of cured persons to 19464.
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Gentral Vista Gentre’s

misplaced pri

_:-Cehtré'lﬂ'_\l'istafl"_ Projecf

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
described the Central Vista
redevelopment project as a case
of “misplaced priority by a
whimsical autocrat”.

The grand old party has
been arguing against the
13,450 crore central redevel-
opment project during a pan-
demic and economic recession.

Congress’ chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala tweet-
ed: “The 13,450 CR Central
Vista Project is not a legalistic
issue but a case of ‘misplaced
priorities’ of a ‘whimsical auto-
crat’ seeking to etch his name in
the annals of history with
cement & mortar. Ironical that
In times of Corona pandemic &
economic recession, Delhi has
314,000 cr for Central Vista &
38,000 CR for buying aircrafts
for PM”.

“But the same BJP Govt
imposes cuts of ¥37,530 CR in
allowances of 113 Lakh Armed
Forces & Central Govt
Employees & Pensioners.PM

Deputy Leader o
Congress in
Rajya Sabha,
Anand Sharma
also tweeted that
he was
“saddened” by
the Supreme
Court’s go-ahead
to the project

must not forget that he has
imposed cuts 0f 311,000 CR on
15 lakh Soldiers & 26 lakh
Military Pensioners. And the
same BJP Govt at Centre has no
time to provide ‘heated tents
and equipment’ to our soldiers
braving brazen Chinese incur-
sions in Ladakh,” Surjewala
added.

Deputy Leader of Congress
in Rajya Sabha, Anand Sharma
also tweeted that he was “sad-
dened” by the Supreme Court’s
go-ahead to the project.

In a series of tweets,
Sharma said it is time to

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF
Sh. SANATAN PRASAD, ADJ-01,
East, KKD, Courts, Delhi.
PC No.-20/2020
1.SMT. Satlesh Sharma
'W/o Late Sh, Mukesh Kumar Sharma
R/oH.No.15-A,01d Geeta Colony,
Delhi-110031 ..Petitioner
Verses
1.State of NCT OF DELHI,
through Chief Secretary GNCTD,
Player Building, Delhi Secretariat,
New Delhi-110001.
2. SMT. Sunita Sharma
D/o Late Sh. Shakti Raj Sharma
R/o H.No.-864, Vikas Kunj,
Vikaspuri, Delhi-110018.
3. Sh. Naresh Sharma
S/o Late sh. Shakti Raj Sharma
R/oH.No.-15-A,
Old Geeta Colony, Delhil 10031.
4. State Bank Of India
Through its Branch Manager
Chander Lok Building, Gandhi Nagar,
Delhi-110031 ...Respondents
Letter of Administration in respect of movable
assests of the deceased Sh. Mukesh Kumar Sharma
to the Legal Heirs of deceased under section 372 of |
the Indian succession act 1925. Whercas an petition
undcr Section 372 of Indian Succession Act, 1925
for grant of Letter of Administration has been filed |
by the petitioner. Whercas in the above noted
petition the applicant/petitioner has applicd for|
Letter of administration in respect of the Bank
LockerNo, 13 vide A/c No, 10185831927, CIF No.
8014548065 with respondent no. 2 i.e, State Bank
of India in the joint names of her husband Late
Mukesh Kumar Sharma and father-in-law Late Sh.
Shakti Raj Sharma. Whereas the 19.01.2021 at 10'c
clock in the forenoon has been fixed for hearing of |
the case, notice is hereby given that person having
any interest in the administration of the concerned
may if he/she desire appear in this Court of the said
19.01.2021 and see the proceedings.
Given under my hand the seal of this court on this
17.12.2020.
Judge Additional District Judge-01,
East Karkardooma Court, Delbi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Indoor Medical Records of the patients
admitted prior to 31.03.2015 in Deepak
Memorial Hospital, 5-6 Institutional
Area, Vikas Marg, Extn. Delhi-92 is
scheduled to be disposed of under
hospital policy.

Any patient requiring histher Medical
Records may approach the
undersigned within 7 days failing which
the records will be disposed of without

further notice.
urihernotice Medical Record Officer

Deepak Memorial Hospital,
5-6 Institutional Area, Vikas Marg,
Extn. Delhi-92

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that, | Rajan Kapila 5/0 Dev|
Parkash Kapila R/o Flat No 7/1,Block —O,Multi
Storey Flats,Sector-13,R.K. Puram,New Delhi-|
110022, is the Allottee/Mutatee of DDA MIG
Flat No.85-C On Second Floor,Pocket-U&V|
Situated Shalimar Bagh,Delhi,vide file no M.
15{413)1983/GEN/SB applied for conversion
of the aforesaid property from leasehold 1ol
freehcld in DDA.Original Demand-Cum
Allotment Letter, Possession Letter, NOC for
water and Electricity Connection and
Possession Slip of the above said flat have been
lost/ misplaced. An F.LR. to this effect has been
lodged. Police Station, Vide NO 11385/2021
Dt 05.01.2021. Any person claiming any right,
interest, having any objection may|
write/contact with above named person at
above address/Ph 9910556220 within 15 days|
from the date of publication of this notice. The
persan claiming any right, interest, objections|
with respect 1o this Flat can personally inform
or write to Dy. Director {LAB)H/MIG or Asst,
Director {LAB} ,D-Block, Third Floor, Vikas
Sadan, INA,New Delhi

FaIMetro Railway, Kolkata

Holkata's Pride

Corrigendum No. 1
Tender Notice No. : S&T/Work_18-
2020 a comrigendum has been issued
on IREPS Porial on 05.01.2021, The
Tender opening date will remain
same as 22.01.2021, Sl. No. 1.
Name of Work : Provision of
Automatic Fire Detection and alarm
system at all stations and Carshed

“reflect” on the State of the
republic. “Saddened by

Supreme court endorsement

ority: Gong

of Government ‘s misplaced
priorities during Pandemic and
clearing the Central vista pro-
ject- a unnecessary and colos-
sal waste of public money
Sharma said.

“We are living in strange
times. No relief for the migrant
labour, no Justice for India’s
farmers fighting for their rights
in bitter cold. Pouring rain, tear
gas and braving lathis. As we
approach ‘Ganatantra Diwas
need to reflect on state of
Republic,” he added.

Congress floor leader in
Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury didn't directly com-
ment on the Supreme Court rul-
ing but focussed on “values to
bolster democracy’.

“An  Atma Nirbhar
Parliament isn't made just by
brick and mortar. It is made by
the spirit of questioning, dis-
cussing and debating inside the
House. It is built by promoting
Constitutional values that bol-
sters democracy; he said.

The Congress’ parliamen-
tary leaders along with other key
Opposition leaders had boy-
cotted the Bhoomi poojan cer-
emony by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Puri hails SC nod, says

Govt always

sensitive

about green concerns

PNS B NEW DELHI

Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Tuesday
welcomed the Supreme Court
judgement giving a go-ahead to
the Central Vista redevelop-
ment project, and asserted that
the Government has always
been sensitive to environmen-
tal concerns.

“Delhi is on course to
becoming a World Class capi-
tal city and in the first step by
the time nation completes 75
years of its Independence in
2022 a new Parliament build-
ing will be ready reflecting the
aspirations of new India,” Puri
tweeted.

“We  welcome the
Judgement of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court giving the go
ahead for the ambitious Central
Vista Project. Central Govt
has always been sensitive to
environmental concerns & will
continue to adhere to the high-
est standards during the peri-
od of construction,” Puri said.

The Minister also stated
that the Speaker’s office had
communicated to Secretary-
Urban Development on July 13,
2012 highlighting the inade-
quacies of the existing
Parliament building and an
urgent need for construction of
a new one. Congress was in
power then. “Sadly, few
Congressmen feign collective
amnesia today;” he said.

“In 2012, when his party
was in power, Jairam Ramesh
had said “We badly need a new
Parliament building. This one
simply isn't functional & is out-
dated”, Puri tweeted.

Meanwhile, after the
supreme court verdict, the
Central Public Works
Department, which is execut-
ing the government’s ambi-

tious Central Vista redevelop-
ment project, will soon start the
construction work once it gets
permission from the Heritage
Conservation Committee.

“The CPWD will approach
the committee and seek per-
mission before the start of
construction work of new
Parliament building. Other for-
malities will also be followed by
concerned agencies,” an official
in the Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry said.
Another official said that the
outlook of the new building
will be similar to the existing
one that is why there should be
no problem in getting permis-
sion from the Heritage
Conservation Committee

The redevelopment project
of the Central Vista — the
nation’s power corridor —
envisages a new triangular
Parliament building, a com-
mon central secretariat and
revamping of the three-km-
long Rajpath, from Rashtrapati
Bhavan to India Gate.

According to  the
Government’s latest proposal
for the redevelopment of the
Central Vista, the Prime
Minister’s new residential com-
plex will have 10 four-storey
buildings with a maximum
height of 12 metres.

The CPWD has revised the
estimated cost from 11,794
crore to 13,450 crore.

The new Parliament build-
ing will have the capacity to seat
888 Lok Sabha MPs while the
Rajya Sabha will have 384 seats
for the members. The govern-
ment has identified around
four locations — in Gole
Market, K G Marg, near Africa
Avenue and near Talkatora
Stadium — in central Delhi for
the temporary shifting of offices
of various ministries.

50% newborns in TN miss out on mom'’s
milk in the very first hour: Report

PNS B NEW DELHI

D espite having a well-struc-
tured primary healthcare
infrastructure and an impres-
sive institutional delivery rate,
at least half of the total infants
ie one in two babies born in
Tamil Nadu do not get the
much-needed mother’s milk
within an hour of their birth,
according to a report released
here recently online.

“It is puzzling that in a
State where 99 per cent of
deliveries are institutional,
both public and private, initi-
ation of breastfeeding within
an hour of birth is only at 54.7
per cent. There is other dis-
turbing data, such as that 34
per cent of births are by cae-
sarean section.

“This is well above the
WHO threshold of 15 per
cent as well as the rate record-
ed in other states,” said former
Union Health Secretary
Keshwav Desiraju while com-
menting on the observation
made in report titled
“Spotlight on infant feeding in
Tamil Nadu 2020 -tracking
policies and programmes in
support of women and chil-
dren to adopt optimal feeding
practices: from conception to
2 years or beyond.”

The first ever report of
assessment of policy and
programmes in the State pre-
pared by the Breastfeeding
Promotion Network of India
(BPNi) and its State
Breastfeeding Trends Initiative
(SBTi) team was released by |
Radhakrishnan, Principal
Secretary to the TN
Government recently.

As per the report, TN
scored 64 out of 100 in the
first assessment of the 10
parameters of policy/pro-
grammes on breastfeeding
and infant and young children
feeding practices.

Tamil Nadu is not doing
well particularly in breast-
feeding, implementation of
the Infant Milk Substitutes
Feeding Bottles, and Infant
Foods (Regulation of
Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act 1992, and
Amendment Act 2003, and on
Infant Feeding during
disasters, said the report.

Commenting on the
report’s observation, Dr.
Radhakrishnan said, ... Tamil
Nadu is doing fairly well in
most of the indicators and that
with focused attention on
those areas where we have
some gaps, we can certainly
bridge them to improve the
status of IYCF practices in the
State”.

The report attributed dis-
mal breastfeeding rate to bar-
riers such as women’s percep-
tions of ‘not enough milk]
breast conditions like sore

nipples, engorgement and
mastitis leading to use of
infant formula, which is
unnecessary.

All these common reasons
for women to give up breast-
feeding can be
overcome with proper coun-
selling and skilled support to
the women and family in the
State which has a large num-
ber of women work force, it
suggested.

Dr Arun Gupta from
BPNi pointed out that optimal
feeding includes early
breastfeeding within one hour
of birth, exclusive
breastfeeding for the first six
months and continued breast-
feeding for two years or
beyond along with adequate
and appropriate complemen-
tary feeding after six months.

According to health
experts, breastfeeding pre-
vents diarrhoea, pneumonia
in children and provides
long-term benefits against
non-communicable diseases.
It also reduces risk of breast
and ovarian cancer in the
mothers and protects them
from diabetes.

SC spells out green
conditions for Govt
to refurbish Central
Vista project

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Centre
to consider issuing directions to
ensure adequate use of anti-
smog guns and make setting up
of smog towers a “mandatory
requirement” during con-
struction of development pro-
jects involving Government
buildings, townships or other
major private projects.

The apex court said that
time has come to advance the
intent behind improving air
quality a mandatory feature for
modern buildings and more
particularly during the phase of
construction of major projects in
the cities most affected by air
pollution.

The top court said this in its
2:1 majority verdict by which it
paved way for the ambitious
Central Vista Project, covering
a three-km stretch from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to India
Gate in Lutyens” Delhi.

“We deem it fit to call upon
the respondent MoHUA
(Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs) to consider issuing
appropriate general directions so
as to ensure that adequate use of
smog guns during the con-
struction of development pro-
jects and setting up smog tow-
ers is made a mandatory
requirement, particularly involv-
ing government buildings, town-
ships or other major private pro-
jects,” said Justice A M
Khanwilkar, writing the 432-
page majority judgement for
himself and Justice Dinesh
Maheshwari.

PNS M NEW DELHI

The number of cases of high-
ly infectious new Covid
variant found in the UK has
crossed the 70 mark in India till
Tuesday, DBT Secretary Renu
Swarup said even as the Union
Health Ministry has put the
number at 58.

Talking to reporters here at
a press conference, Swarup
said that till date 71 cases of the
new UK variant have been
reported in the country.
However she did not give much
detail about the cases.

On the other hand, a state-
ment from the Ministry said
that a total of 58 people have
tested positive for the new UK
variant of SARS-CoV-2 in
India so far. The new coron-
avirus variant found in the UK
is said to be 70 per cent more
infectious than the first one.

Till Monday, a total of 38
people were found infected
with the new strain of the
virus in the country. Among
them, 11 people have tested
positive with the new strain at
CSIR’s Institute of Genomics
and Integrative Biology (IGIB),
and eight samples tested at
NCDC, both in Delhi.

Dr VK Paul, member of
the Niti Aayog said that in
terms of the new UK variant of
SARS-CoV-2, “we have not
seen emergence of any unto-
ward clusters in the country as
of now which is reassuring”

Later, Swarup also gave
details on the various vaccines
that are being developed in the
country. “The mutations in
the spike protein of the SARS-
CoV-2 don't substantially affect
the antibody accessibility as
assessed by computer model-
ling.

She said that all Indian vac-
cines being developed against
the coronavirus will have to be
stored at 2-8 degrees Celsius as
the logistics have been worked
out while considering temper-
ature as a factor.

Swarup said Bharat
Biotech’s Covid-19 vaccine
Covaxin and Oxford-
AstraZeneca’s Covishield have

nation

Over 70 new UK Covid

variant cases in India

Global leaders laud India’s
leadership in scientific innovation,
combating Covid pandemic

PTI ® NEW DELHI

lobal leaders have lauded
India’s leadership in sci-
entific innovation and decisive
action to combat the COVID-
19 pandemic, as the country
gets set to begin the world’s
largest vaccination drive
against the novel coronavirus.
The Drug Controller
General of India on Sunday
approved the Oxford COVID-
19 vaccine Covishield, manu-
factured by the Serum Institute
and indigenously developed
Covaxin of Bharat Biotech, for
restricted emergency use in the
country, paving the way for a
massive inoculation drive.
“It's great to see India’s
leadership in scientific inno-
vation and vaccine manufac-
turing capability as the world
works to end the COVID-19
pandemic,” Bill Gates, co-chair
of the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, said in a tweet on
Monday, tagging the Prime

Minister’s Office.

Director-General of the
World Health Organization
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
tweeted that India “continues
to take decisive action &
demonstrate its resolve to end
#COVIDI19 pandemic”

“As the world’s largest vac-
cine producer, it's well placed
to do so. If we #ACTogether,
we can ensure effective & safe
vaccines are used to protect
the most vulnerable every-
where,” Ghebreyesus said and
tagged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his tweet.

A day after Indias drug
regulator approved two vac-
cines for restricted emergency
use, Prime Minister Modi said
the world’s biggest inoculation
drive against coronavirus was
set to begin in the country.

Praising the scientists and
technicians for the “Made in
India” vaccines, he said the
country was proud of them.

robustly undergone
immunoassay lab tests.

“(For) all our vaccines, we
are looking at right now......(we)
are targeting 2-8 degree
because our logistics are
worked out on that basis and
we are working on that,”
Swarup said.

She said the DNA vaccine
candidate being developed by
Zydus Cadila, and the
Biological E’s mRNA vaccine
work at storage temperatures of
2-8 degrees Celsius.

“Unlike the Pfizer and
Moderna which requires a
minus 70 degree Celsius
(cold) chain, this (the
Biological E’s vaccine candi-
date) is basically at the 2-8
degree Celsius,” Swarup said.

The Zydus Cadila candi-
date has been granted
approval to conduct the

phase-3 trial while the
Biological E candidate is in its
phase-1 clinical trial stage.

Swarup said Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories has partnered
with Russia’s Gamaleya
Institute and a vaccine is
being developed for India tar-
geting storage at 2-8 degrees
Celsius.

“They (Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories) have started
phase 2/3 trials in the coun-
try. They have completed the
first part of the phase 2 trial
on 1,000 subjects and they are
now looking at interim data
which is to be analysed.

“They also have large
global trials, like the
Astrazeneca and that data is
also being looked at. What
they are targeting is for India
to try and see how it could be
at 2-8 degrees,” Swarup said.

NIA files supplementary
chargesheet in Hizbul
narcotic terror case

PNS B NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency on Tuesday filed a
supplementary chargesheet in
the Hizbul Mujahideen (HM)
narco terror case before the
NIA Special Court, Mohali,
Punjab against alleged narco-
terrorists Jaswant Singh of
Gurdaspur and Gursant Singh
of Tarn Taran, Punjab.

Both the accused persons
were charged for criminal con-
spiracy, impersonation, using
forged documents as genuine
and destruction of evidence
under the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and relevant provisions
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act.

The accused persons were
involved in collection, distrib-
ution and selling of heroin
smuggled from Pakistan as
also in collection and chan-
nelization of proceeds gener-
ated for furthering the activi-
ties of the banned terror group
Hizbul Mujahideen.

“Accused Gursant Singh
was one of the important mem-
bers of the terrorist gang and as
a close associate of prime
accused Igbal Singh alias Shera
was responsible for safe move-
ment of heroin and proceeds to

various places/unknown per-
sons,” the NIA said in a state-
ment.

Investigation has also
brought out that he has pur-
chased many immovable prop-
erties and luxury cars to be
used as hide outs and for trans-
portation of drugs and pro-
ceeds, it said.

Earlier, a chargesheet was
filed on October 20 last year
against ten accused persons
including arrested Hilal Ahmed
Shergojri of Pulwama, Bikram
Singh of Amritsar (arrested),
Maninder Singh (arrested),
Ranjit Singh (arrested),
Gagandeep Singh (arrested),
Igbal Singh, all from Amritsar
(absconding), Ranjit Singh
(arrested) and Jaswant Singh
(arrested), both from
Gurdaspur, Zafar Hussain Bhat
of Anantnag, presently in
Pakistan (absconding) and
Riyaz Ahmed Naikoo of
Pulwama (killed).

They charged various IPC
sections and provisions of UA
(P) A and NDPS Act besides
the Indian Passports Act.

This case arose out of
Police Station Sadar, Amritsar
Case No. 135 dated April 25,
2020 pertaining to arrest of one
Hilal Ahmed Shergojri and
recovery of Rs 29 lakh from his
possession, by Punjab Police.

1991
disappearance-
cum-murder of Jr
engineer Multani

Place on record
chargesheet filed in
fresh FIR against
ex-Punjab DGP: SC

PTI ® NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Punjab
Government to place on record
the charge sheet filed in the
fresh FIR lodged against former
DGP Sumedh Singh Saini in
the 1991 disappearance and
murder of a junior engineer
Balwant Singh Multani.

The top court had already
granted anticipatory bail to
Saini.

A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy
and M R Shah also asked the
trial court to postpone its sched-
uled hearing of January 22 as the
top court is hearing this matter.

The bench is hearing Saini’s
plea seeking to quash the fresh
FIR lodged in the case in May
2020.

“Gopal Subramanium,
senior counsel, for the State
seeks time to place the charge
sheet and additional documents
on the record. Let him do with-
in two weeks. Counsel for the
petitioner submits that matter
be listed in the month of
February, 2021. List in the sec-
ond week of February, 2021’ the
bench said.

é (e VS N VIS Ko 7.7V TENDER NOTICE b 2

AMOUNT /

of Metro Railway Kolkata. Chang
incorporated : Special Condition of
Contract has been modified. The
Corrigendum can be viewed at
website https:/fwww.ireps.gov.in
The tenderer/bidders must have
Class-lll Digital Signature Certificate
& must be registered on IREPS
Portal. Only registered tenderer/
bidders can participate on
e-Tendering. Al relevant paper must
be uploaded at the time of
participating in e-Tender.

Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer/M

NODAL
SR NAME OF OPENING DATE EMD WEBSITE OF THE
No. DEPARTMENT NANE OF WORK NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE | (APPROX.)IN DEPARTMENT ﬁiﬁm
RUPEES
TONGTRUCTION OF TCU/HOU BURLDING TN CAMPUS OF DANVEER KARAN G202 _ = 1842265636 pwa-eeed-
1 P B KARMAL RAJKIYA HOSPITAL KARNAL (PROVIDING MGP AND ALLIED TTEMS ONLY). 10.01.2021 12 LACS Pips:/jehences nvnicin farnai@hry.nic.in
TRRIGATION & WATER
REPAIRING OF DAMAGED PATCHES OF PRANFURA DISTY. FROM KM. 0,000 |  CLOSING DATE , » 9354260552
2 | RESOURCES DEPARTHENT ) ) 3 1LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in et
TRRIGATION & WATER
SPECIAL REPAIR OF 1 NO. 150 CS PUMP (P-5) AT PUMP HOUSE XC-1 + 7 CLOSING DATE EMD ] 01274256466
3 | RESOURCES DEPARTMENT httpss//etenders.hry.nic.in
RARTANARENARE OTHER WORKS 22012021 177 LACS senmech @yahoo,com
FOREST DEPARTMENT CONSTRUCTION OF EARTH MOUND AT VILLAGE KAJALHERT DISTT, T 012020 : - 01662259253
4 HISAR FATEHABAD 18.01.2021 31ACS hitps://etenders.hry.nic.in dwlohisar@gmail.com
DISRICT INFORMATION
5 | TECHNOLOGY SOCIETY E-TENDERS FOR SUPPLY OF COMPUTERS SYSTEMS AND PRINTERS S 20L4CS https:| — 0166+-241341
O 012021 com
FIRING OF E-RICKSHAW WITH MIKING SYSTEM FOR URBAN HISAR & URBAN | 05.01.2021 ED) 9034259320
6 | CIVRSURGEON HISAR HANSI UNDER NATIONAL URBAN HEALTH MISSION HARYANA 15.01.2021 10000 vowwnrhmharyana gov.in dhs.cshsr@hry.nicin
BLOCK LEVEL E-
SUPPLY OF BUILDING MATERIAL IN VARIOUS VILLAGE OF BLOCKS 05.01.2021 . 9813320006
e ISMAILABAD IN DISTT KURUKSHETRA 21012021 hitps:/fetendershrynicin | g iemailabad@nic.n
LAYING OF DRY STONE PTTCHING OF KOTIKUT TIRTH AT VILLAGE KEQRAK 06.01.2021 _ Py 9416191639
8 | PANCHAYATI RAJ,KATTHAL ‘BLOCK - KAITHAL 12.01.2021 129.06 LACS https:fetenders.hry.nic.in ” Ji@hry.nicin
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etendehry.nic.in RO NO. 1256

SEARCH FOR MISSING WOMAN

e ]

Poonam Gautam

Puri, New Delhi.

E-mall: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http:/fcbi.nic.in
Fax: 24368639,

Tel.: 24368638/24368641

General public is here by informed
that this woman namely Poonam
Gautam D/o Tarun Kumar Rfo D-
398, Jahangir Puri, Delhi Age : 23
years, Height : 5', Face : Round,
Complexion : Wheatish, Build :
| Thin, wearing blue & orange colour

printed suit, firozi colour shawl and

black colour chappal in feet, has
been missing since 24.12.2020. In this regard DD No.
92-Adated 24.12.2020 has been lodged at P.S. Jahangir

Any person having any information or clue about this
missing woman may kindly inform to the following:-

SHO : P.S. Jahangir Puri, £
New Delhi 5

Tel. No. : 011-27636000, 2
27631600 S
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KERALA GOLD-SMUGGLING CASE

NIA files chargesheet
against 30 accused

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN m KOCHI

The Kochi unit of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday sub-
mitted the first part of the
charge sheet in the gold smug-
gling scam that rocked the
Kerala Government.

The chargesheet which
runs into hundreds of pages
lists 30 persons including
Swapna Suresh, Sarith as
accused. Sandeep Nair, who
was arrested along woth
Swapna and Sarith has turned
approver in the sensational
case.

The NIA was expected to
file the chargesheet with the
special court hearing the case
within 180 days of the first
arrest. Radhakrishna Pillai, the
investigation officer, handed
over the first part of the
chargesheet before the dead-
line. Though the contents in
the chargesheet are yet to be
released, sources in the NIA
said that the accused had been
slapped with section 16, 17 and
18 of the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act which would
make it difficult for the accused
to come put on bail in the near
future.

Though there are 30 per-

sons listed as accused in the
gold smuggling scam, the NIA
could arrest only 21 persons till
now. Out of this, seven persons
are in judicial custody while 12
managed to get bail. Some of
the persons who have been
identified as accused by the
NIA are absconding. Though
Fazal Fareed, a Dubai based
smuggler who is the master
brain behind the entire scam
have been caught by the UAE
Police, Indian law enforcing
agencies are yet to get him
extradited to India.

The NIA officials remained
tight-lipped when asked
whether M Sivsankar, the for-
mer principal secretary of Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has
been included as an accused in
the case.

The gold smuggling scam
burst out when a diplomatic
consignment meant to the UAE
Consulate in
Thiruvananthapuram evoked
suspicion in the minds of the
custom officials who held back
the baggage for further inspec-
tion in the last week of June
2020. This resulted in a pletho-
ra of telephone calls from the
Chief Minister’s Office to the
Customs Department at
Thiruvananthapuram airport
arousing suspicion about the
involvement of persons in
higher places in the case.

Following the cracking of
the gold smuggling scam,
names of the Speaker of Kerala
Legislative Assembly P
Sreeramakrishnan, Kerala’s
Minister for Higher Education
KT Jaleel, Tourism Minister
Kadakampalli Surendran and C
M Raveendran, additional pri-
vate secretary to the Chief
Minister too started figuring in
the scam.

The NIA which took up
the case in July 2020 following
the demand made by Pinarayi
Vijayan to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for investiga-
tion by a central agency, was
joined by Enforcement
Directorate and CBI.

ED attaches I'TPCL.’s
3452 cr shares held by
Singapore shell company

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Enforcement

Directorate (ED) on
Tuesday attached shares worth
%452 crore of ILFS Tamil Nadu
Power Company Limited
(ITPCL) held by a Singapore-
based shell company.

“The ED has provisionally
attached assets totaling to ¥452
crores belonging to AS Coal Pte
Singapore, a Singapore-based
shell company owned by a
British National Jaimin Vyas
under Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA)
in a case relating to fraud,” the
agency said in a statement.

The attached assets are in
the form of 8.86 per cent shares
of ITPCL presently worth
around T452 crore, it said.

The ED had initiated inves-
tigation under PMLA on the
basis of FIR registered by EOW,
Delhi against IRL, ITNL
(Group companies of IL&FS),
its officials and others.

Investigation was also con-
ducted by the Serious Fraud
Investigation office (SFIO) and
criminal complaint has been
filed by SFIO against IL&FS
Financial Services (IFIN) and
its officials invoking sections of
Companies Act, 2013.

“Investigation under PMLA
revealed that there was a well
planned conspiracy to defraud
IL&FS and Indian Banks by
Jaimin Vyas in connivance with
officials of IL&FS and one

Chinese EPC Contractor name-
ly SEPCO III. The company’s
right to select the EPC con-
tractor was illegally delegated to
Jaimin Vyas, violating the terms
and conditions of Share
Purchase Agreement,” it said.
Jaimin Vyas thereafter
nominated SEPCO as EPC
contractor and got kick back in
guise of fees for consultancy
services. The same money was
routed as equity investment in
ITPCL. Subsequently, ITPCL
paid SEPCO III the amount
(paid earlier by SEPCO to
Jaimin Vyas) by inflating the
value of the contract and pay-
ments were also made in the
guise of early completion of the
project, the agency said.
Further, investigations also
revealed that Jaimin Vyas
received illegal gratification from
Noble Coal in lieu of awarding
a coal supply contract (to
ITPCL) at an inflated rate, it said.
Earlier, ED had attached
movable and immovable prop-
erties of committee of directors
of IFIN worth 126 crore, and
movable and immovable prop-
erties of two defaulter loanees
of IFIN namely SIVA Group
and ABG Group worth 31,400
crores. Arun Kumar Saha, one
of the former members of
committee of directors of IFIN
and Karunakaran Ramchand,
former MD of ITNL were
arrested and prosecution com-
plaint has been filed under
PMLA against the duo, it said.

CREMATORIUM ROOF COLLAPSE

nation

Adityanath directs officials to
invoke NSA against accused

PTI W LUCKNOW

Taking a serious view of the
crematorium roof collapse
incident in Muradnagar that
claimed 24 lives, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Tuesday directed officials to
invoke the stringent National
Security Act against the
accused.

Twenty-four people, most
of them attending a funeral,
were killed and 17 others
injured when the roof of a shel-
ter at the cremation ground in
Muradnagar collapsed on
Sunday.

In a statement issued here,
the UP Government said,
“Chief Minister  Yogi
Adityanath has directed that
the National Security Act be
slapped against the accused
persons. He also directed that
loss of public money during the
construction work be recovered
from the contractor and engi-
neers.”

He also announced that a
financial assistance of Rs 10
lakh be provided to each of the
kin of the deceased, and home-
less affected families be pro-
vided a home.

The contractor wanted in
connection with incident was
arrested from a village near the
border of Meerut and
Muzaffarnagar districts of Uttar

Twenty-four people, most of
them attending a funeral,
were killed and 17 others
injured when the roof of a

shelter at the cremation
ground in Muradnagar
collapsed on Sunday

Pradesh, police said on
Tuesday.

Contractor Ajay Tyagi,
who went into hiding after
news of the collapse spread, was
nabbed near the Ganga canal

o
bridge of Sathedi village by a
joint team of Muradnagar and
Niwari police.

The Ghaziabad Police had
on  Monday arrested
Muradnagar Nagar Palika
Executive Officer Niharika
Singh, Junior Engineer
Chandra Pal and Supervisor
Ashish as they were involved in
the tendering process for build-
ing the structure. They were
sent to judicial custody for 14
days.

MP officials apprise EC of action
taken against 3 IPS officers, others

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Madhya Pradesh
Government on Tuesday
apprised the Election

Commission (EC) of the action
initiated against three IPS offi-
cers and others whose alleged
role in the use of black money
during the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls came to the fore after the
I-T Department raided former
chief minister Kamal Nath’s
close aides.

Chief Secretary Igbal Singh
Bains informed that the State
Economic Offence Wing has
registered a PE (preliminary
enquiry) in the matter. He also
sought two weeks’ time to
apprise  the  Election
Commission (EC) of further
action in the matter. Additional
Chief Secretary (Home) Rajesh
Kumar Rajora was also present
at the meeting. In December,
the EC had decided to call top
officials of the Madhya Pradesh
government to apprise it of its
orders to lodge “criminal

action” against the three IPS
officers and others.

The poll body also asked
the Union home secretary to
initiate “appropriate depart-
mental action” against the IPS
officers and asked the Madhya
Pradesh chief secretary to
undertake a “similar action”
against a state police service
officer. Election Commission
sources identified the three
IPS officers as Sushovan
Banerjee, Sanjay Mane, V
Madhu Kumar and state police
service officer as Arun Mishra.

The EC had said it was rec-
ommending action after it
“deliberated” upon a report
sent to it by the CBDT (Central
Board of Direct Taxes) inti-
mating it about the Income Tax
Departments “search opera-
tions in Madhya Pradesh and
its findings of extensive use of
unaccounted cash during the
2019 general elections”.

An EC statement had said
the CBDT report informed
the commission about certain

entities and individuals who
were engaged in “unautho-
rised and unaccounted cash
contributions to individuals
on behalf of a certain politi-
cal party, which was reported
to be corroborated during
searches against persons by
the tax department”. While the
EC did not name the party, it
has been widely reported that
the CBDT report referred to
the Congress.

It said the EC has directed
to forward the copy of the
October 28 CBDT report “to
the Chief Electoral Officer,
Madhya Pradesh, to lodge
criminal action before desig-
nated authority, which is the
Madhya Pradesh economic
offences wing, against the con-
cerned for the violation as per
extant electoral and other rel-
evant laws’.

The tax department had
conducted raids at 52 locations
in Madhya Pradesh and Delhi
in April last year and those
searched included Nath’s for-

The poll body also
asked the Union home
secretary to initiate
“appropriate
departmental action”
against the IPS
officers and asked the
Madhya Pradesh chief
secretary to undertake
a “similar action”
against a state police
service officer

mer officer on special duty
(OSD) Pravin Kakkar, adviser
Rajendra Miglani, Ashwani
Sharma, executives linked to
his brother-in-law’s firm Moser
Baer, a company of his nephew
Ratul Puri and others.

The CBDT, on April 8 last
year, had said in a statement
that tax sleuths recovered Rs
14.6 crore “unaccounted” cash
and seized diaries and com-
puter files of suspect payments
after the raids. It said the
department detected a trail of
Rs 20 crore suspect cash
allegedly being moved to the
“headquarter of a major polit-
ical party in Delhi”.

Govt to hold exam on gau vigyan'

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Government on Tuesday
announced a national-level
voluntary online exam on ‘gau
vigyan’ (cow science) to be held
on February 25, in a bid to gen-
erate interest among students
and the general public about
the indigenous cow and its
benefits.

Announcing the first-ever
exam of this kind, Rashtriya
Kamdhenu Aayog (RKA)
Chairman Vallabhbhai Kathiria
said this exam will be held
annually.

Students of primary, sec-
ondary and college levels and
general public can take part in
the ‘Kamdhenu Gau-Vigyan
Prachar-Prasar Examination’
without any fee.

“For raising mass aware-
ness about the indigenous cows
among young students and
other citizens, the RKA decid-
ed to conduct a national exam

on cow science,” he told
reporters.
The Aayog has prepared a

study material on cow science.

The exam will infuse the
curiosity into all Indians about
cows and make them aware of
the unexplored potential and
business opportunities a cow
can offer, even after it stops giv-
ing milk, he added. Further,
Kathiria said there will be
objective-type questions, and
the syllabus will be recom-
mended on the website of the
RKA. The exam results will be
declared immediately and cer-
tificates will be given to all.
Meritorious candidates will be

given prizes and certificates, he
added.

The RKA chief also men-
tioned that it has received good
response from varisities for
setting up a chair and research
centres on cow and related
issues. The RKA, which comes
under the Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, was set up by the
Centre in February 2019, and
is aimed at “conservation, pro-
tection and development of
cows and their progeny”.

on Feb 25

Kamdhenu Aayog
claims ayurveda
treatment cured 800
Covid-19 patients

New Delhi: Rashtriya
Kamdhenu Aayog (RKA)
Chairman  Vallabhbhai
Kathiria on Tuesday claimed
that 800 Covid-19 patients
have been cured through
‘panchgavya and ayurveda
treatment in a clinical trial
conducted in four cities across
the country. Kathiria said the
clinical trials were conducted
on 200 patients each in Rajkot
and Baroda (Gujarat),
Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh) and
Kalyan  (Maharashtra)
between June and October
2020 in partnership with state
governments and some
NGOs. The treatment entailed
doses of ‘panchgavya’ granules
(mixture of cow urine, cow
dung, milk, ghee and curd),
herb ‘Sanjeevani booti’ and
herbal concoction ‘khada, he
said. PNS

Farmers stand to lose
rights to cultivate in
their farms: Stalin

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B CHENNAI

he DMK which launched

its campaign for the 2021
Assembly election has made
the contentious farm laws 2020
and allegations of corruption
against ~ Tamil  Nadu
Government as its main
weapons. MK Stalin, the DMK
chief, cautioned the people
against the continuation of the
Narendra Modi Government at
the Centre and the Edappadi
Palaniswamy Government in
the State even for one day.

“The Narendra Modi
Government has taken away
the rights of the farmers to cul-
tivate in their own fields. The
three farm legislations enacted
by the Modi regime are against
the farmers in the country.
Hereafter the farmers will not
be allowed to cultivate in their
own lands. The Mandis and vil-
lage markets operating all over
India are being shut down.
Even if the farmers cultivate in
their fields, the crops would be
taken away by corporates with
the support of the Centre and
State governments,” warned
Stalin while addressing Gram
Sabhas in Tiruvarur and
Cuddalore districts on Monday
and Tuesday.

The Grama Sabhas which
saw unprecedented crowds,
mainly poor and marginal
farmers, sat in rapt attention as
the DMK chief told them about
the traps laid by the Centre and
State governments to ‘dispos-
sess them of their lands. He
said the BJP and the ATADMK
were working exclusively to
safeguard the interests of big-

time businessmen and corpo-
rate houses.

But farm experts in Tamil
Nadu feigned ignorance about
the possibilities listed out by the
DMK president in his speech.
“Though I read the new legis-
lations threadbare and dis-
cussed about its pros and cons
with our lawyers, I did not find
anything in the new laws which
substantiate the allegations of
Stalin,” said R V Giri, president,
CIFA (Confederation of Indian
Farmers’ Associations), an
umbrella organization of farm-
ers unions in the country. Giri,
himself a farmer, cultivating
sugarcane in his ten-acre farm
in Virudachalam, said that with
the President signing the new
Bill, he felt he was freed of the
shackles of controls and regu-
lations. “Till now I could sell the
sugarcane only to sugar facto-
ries which were handpicked by
the Government. Now, I am at
liberty to sell the crop to the
buyer of my choice. Moreover,
Tamil Nadu has no Mandis to
speak about and I do not know
what Stalin meant by these
charges,” Giri told The Pioneer.

Farmer-turned-farm leader
Pon Vijayaraghavan described
Stalin’s words as a bunch of lies.
“He is spreading canard and
falsehood. These were the same
legislations which were under
the consideration of the
Congress for decades but the
leaders were reluctant to get
them converted into laws.
Stalin has political intentions
and that is why he is engaged
in distorting the laws,” said
Vijayaraghavan, former Tamil
Nadu chief of Kisan Morchcha.

NIA files chargesheet
against 3 for trafficking
fake Indian currency
from Bangladesh

PTI W MUMBAI

The National Investigation
Agency has filed a charge-
sheet against three persons for
their alleged involvement in
trafficking Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICN) pro-
cured from Bangladesh, an
official said on Tuesday.

The supplementary charge
sheet was filed on Monday
against Jasim of Thane’s
Mumbra, Radhakrishna and a
third person, both from
Karnataka’s Chikkaballapura, in
a special NIA court in Mumbai
in under multiple sections of
the Indian Penal Code. The
case pertains to the seizure of
FICN having a face value of
¥82,000 from the house of
Jasim, an NIA spokesperson
said.

NC delegation megts Lt Guv, highlights
attempts of ‘horse-trading’ of DDC members

PTI ® JAMMU

An eight-member National
Conference delegation on
Tuesday met Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha here and drew his
attention to alleged attempts
being made to mutilate the
mandate of the people by
encouraging horse-trading of
the recently elected DDC
members, the party said.

The NC stressed the crucial
need of ensuring neutrality
and impartiality of the admin-
istration in establishment of
District Development Councils
and said this is imperative for
respecting the mandate and
upholding people’ faith in the
grass-roots level democratic
institutions which hold
promise for transforming rural
landscape in Jammu &
Kashmir.

The delegation was by led
by party’s Jammu provincial
president Devender Singh Rana
and included former ministers
Ajay Kumar Sadhotra, Surjeet
Singh Slathia, Syed Mushtaq
Ahmed Shah Bukhari and for-
mer legislators Javed Rana, S
Tarlochan Singh Wazir, Rattan
Lal Gupta and Sheikh Bashir
Ahmed, the party said in a
statement here.

“During their meeting with
the Lt governor at Raj Bhavan,
the delegation drew his atten-
tion to the attempts being
made to mutilate the mandate
of the people by encouraging
horse-trading of the recently
elected Councillors which is
not good for democracy,” it
said.

The People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD)
comprising of seven main-

stream parties, including the
NC and the PDP, swept the
DDC polls by winning 110
seats and accused the
BJP and Apni Party of forcing
elected DDC members
to shift their loyalties to
control the post of DDC
chairman.

“The people’s mandate has
to be respected. This is actu-
ally the message sent out by
the electors, loud and clear.
They lauded the efforts of the
Lt Governor in ensuring
peaceful conduct of the polls,”
the delegation said, adding
that the promise of upholding
democratic values has to be
kept by foiling the “machina-
tions of reversing the will of
the people”.

“This is imperative for the
larger interests of democracy;’
the senior leaders said.

In major rejig, Rajasthan
Govt transfers 288 officers

PTI W JAIPUR

In a major bureaucratic
reshuffle, the Rajasthan
Government has transferred
288 officers, including 77 from
the IAS and IPS cadre.

The reshuffled bureaucrats
also included 28 officers from
the Indian Forest Service and
183 belonging to the the
Rajasthan Administrative
Services.

The government changed
three collectors, SPs in 14 dis-
tricts and five range Inspector
General of Police late on
Monday night while the RAS
officers were reshuffled on

Tuesday.

Sudhansh Pant, a 1991-
batch IAS officer, has been
appointed the Additional Chief
Secretary, Public Health and
Engineering Department.
Mugdha Sinha has been given
the charge of the Science and
Technology Department in
addition to art and culture.

P C Kishan has been
appointed the Secretary,
Panchayati Raj, according to
the transfer orders issued by the
Department of Personnel
(DoP).

The collectors of Churu,
Baran and Jhalawar were also
changed.

Jumbo electrocuted
to death in TN
village forest

Coimbatore: A 20-year-old
male elephant died of electro-
cution after coming into con-
tact with an illegal electric
fence erected around a paddy
field at a village on the city out-
skirts early Tuesday. Residents
of Semmedu village alerted
forest department officials
about the elephant in the area
falling under Boluvampatti

Forest range, they said.
Electricity board officials
who also arrived at the scene
found high voltage electricity
was illegally connected to the
fence erected around the field
of Durai alias Aruchamy, who
is absconding, the officials said.
PTI

Cong launches
campaign for Guj
local body polls

PTI @ AHMEDABAD

Ahead of the upcoming elec-
tions to local bodies in
Gujarat, the Congress on
Tuesday launched a campaign
to reach out to urban voters of
six municipal corporations,
which are currently ruled by
the BJP.

Under the campaign titled
“Hello”,  residents  of
Ahmedabad, Bhavnagar,
Jamnagar, Rajkot, Surat and
Vadodara can raise civic issues
by calling up a dedicated num-
ber or sending messages on
Whatsapp, party leaders told
reporters.

Highway patrol vehicles
CCTV network monitoring
lab inaugurated in Jammu

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

he Jammu & Kashmir

Police has further strength-
ened its highway patrol grid
with the induction of CCTV
fitted Highway patrol vehicles.

Director General of J&K
Police Dilbag Singh on Tuesday
inaugurated Highway Patrol
Vehicles CCTV network mon-
itoring lab and reviewed func-
tioning of modern nakas and
other naka points in the Jammu
Zone.

On the occasion, DGP also
directed that the Highway
Patrol and Naka Grid be fur-
ther augmented with the bul-
letproof bunker vehicles and
Quick Reaction Teams (QRTs)
on the highways so that no time
is lost in reacting to situations
befittingly.

Jawans of the Jammu and
Kashmir police have played a
crucial role in preventing ter-
rorist strikes by timely detect-
ing their infiltration from
across the International border
and tracking them while they
were proceeding towards the
Kashmir valley in mobile
bunkers.

DGP said that these
Highway Patrol Vehicles will be
very helpful in surveillance
and speedy response to inci-
dents. He said that these vehi-
cles will be complementing
the Naka Network already
established on the Highway
grid.

A total number of 33 such
vehicles have been deployed
across Jammu division to keep
a track on the movement of
vehicles along the highway. In
Jammu Samba Kathua range 14

vehicles have been deployed, 9
in Doda Kishtwar Ramban
range, 4 in Udhampur Reasi
range and 6 in Rajouri Poonch
range.

These Highway patrol
vehicles are equipped with two
cameras, one each at front and
rear of the vehicle, the vehicle
is equipped with Network
Video Recorder (NVR), two-
way audio transmission device,
atouch screen and an alert but-
ton.

These patrol vehicles will
provide live streaming from the
incident site. It will make live
tracking of the vehicles along
the route possible. The vehicles
can be monitored from PCR
Jammu and district PCRs.

The DGP was briefed by
IGP Jammu Zone Mukesh
Singh and SSP PCR Kulbir
Singh about the working and
various modern functions of
the Highway patrol vehicles
deployed at 33 places across
Jammu Zone.

A live demonstration of the
working of these Highway
Patrol vehicles was given and
senior officers interacted with
the personnel on duty with
these vehicles at different loca-
tions.

Speaking on the occasion,
the DGP congratulated and
appreciated the efforts of
Jammu Zone senior officers for
working towards further mod-
ernization.

He said that communicat-
ing/directing the personnel on
these vehicles on a real-time
basis from Police Control
Rooms is going to be very use-
ful in prevention and checking
of crimes on the highways.
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SC nod to makeover

Top court greenlights Govt’s Central Vista project
with caveats but will it be another symbolic ritual?

inally, India@75, the hashtag and slogan
m Fthat‘s being touted as the Narendra Modi

Government’s crowning glory in perpetuating
a new idea of nationhood, is a reality. For, its sym-
bolic representation — a new Parliament building
and a redone Central Vista — has received the
Supreme Court’s nod. Of course, the top court, while
clearing the redevelopment initiative and settling
questions regarding changed land use and environ-
ment compliance raised in a clutch of pleas, has put
in several riders to avoid any runaway ambitions or
creativity. It has clarified that the Government will
need the clearance of the Heritage Committee before beginning the project. But the
fact that a dissenting judge in the three-member Bench expressed concerns about
the Government’s lack of public consultation doesn’t quite assuage anxieties over
the tampering with what is considered Delhi’s cultural landmark and iconic identi-
ty. The Bench has even made smog towers mandatory as part of the construction
process to keep pollution in check. And the Central Vista revamp is massive as it
envisages a new triangular Parliament building with a seating capacity for 900 to
1,200 MPs and synergised administrative blocks, to be completed by August 2022.
Onits part, the Government has been arguing for a makeover of this part of Lutyens’
Delhi for its functionality and efficiency, claiming that it would create spaces for a
more streamlined operation of Ministry offices and free up more citizen-friendly spaces.
But the purpose is entirely political, an attempt at rewriting history and concretis-
ing a political legacy. It is the Modi regime’s attempt to overwrite our Colonial past
and redesign an institution as wholly Indian, as representative of its people and epoch-
making simply because no Government had thought of this before. Proponents of
this line of thought cite examples of democracies overturning Colonial legacies, be
it the Capitol building in the US or Australia’s current Parliament building in Canberra,
which opened in 1988 and became a source of Australian pride. They argue that
as the world’s most populous democracy, there needs to be a new sense of own-
ership about our institutions. Does that mean that we are doing away with all Colonial-
era markers and rituals, or simply making a point to show the transformative intent
of a naya Bharat? In short, it is a power statement that overlays the Modi regime
as a change-making moment in history which is, in fact, an expensive indulgence
of political egoism than the Spartan commitment to our Constitution.

Yet, tradition has been sitting easily with modernity in Delhi, where each suc-
cessive ruler lives through relics and monuments that have never overshadowed
each other. Delhiites themselves have never denied heritage its place — Rajput,
Islamic, European or Colonial — and made it a part of their living history, one where
Lutyens’ Delhi is a key chapter. There is no question of outdoing the elegance and
classicism of design — the green pavilions, perches, cupolas and the islands are
the only democratic spaces where citizens can move and roam around freely, catch-
ing the afternoon sun in the middle of winter and the gentle breeze of a summer
evening. The cluster of offices would undoubtedly change the skyline as we know
it and their ramped-up security would rob us of an indulgent spread in the heart
of the city. Shouldn’t the Government be wiser to leave a legacy of policy and gov-
ernance instead of seeking a place-based identity? And shouldn’t the Government
be more concerned about upholding the dignity and respect for as well as inde-
pendence of institutions in its pursuit of legacy? Prime Minister Narendra Modi does-
n't quite like the “Lutyens’ world” and the power structures and codes embedded
init. “ am a representative of the non-elite world. For me, everything is about the
people of India,” he had said earlier. But in the name of breaking elitism, one can-
not justify point-scoring as a historical imperative. Or even the political economy
it will generate — the project is expected to run into multi-crore tenders. There are
fruits of preservation; they serve as reminders of what was and, as a reference
point, help us learn lessons. There are no gains of demolition, forcibly reconstruct-
ing the past to suit our narrow ends. Given the secrecy around the makeover pro-
ject, one hopes that the least the Government can do is to keep it transparent, con-
sultative, reasonable and synchronise its character with the aspiration of Delhiites
to be the citizens of a world heritage city. The city’s application, which was sub-
mitted to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation in 2013,
lists Lutyens’ Bungalow Zone along with Shahjahanabad (old Delhi) as the ratio-
nale for seeking the tag. That sure will have a longer legacy than proving a point
for the BJP’s election manifesto in 2024.

Finding democracy

The United States will find it hard to sell democracy
if its leaders can’t fix their own
There are exactly two weeks to go before Joseph

Biden is sworn in as the 46th President of the

United States (US) on the steps of the US
Capitol in Washington DC. His predecessor Donald
Trump is, however, not giving up and recent reve-
lations about a phone call that he made to the
Secretary of State in the US State of Georgia is as
bizarre as it is frightening. In a recording made avail-
able to the US media outlets, Trump is heard ask-
ing the Georgia officials to “find” 11,780 votes so
that he can overturn Biden’s narrow win in that State.
American constitutional and legal experts believe that
Trump’s phone call was inherently illegal and could
land him in trouble once his presidency ends. The
45th President of the US, ironically the man who is trying to thwart democracy itself,
sounds increasingly desperate when he proclaims that he would “fight like hell” to
hold on to the presidency; the fact that all the 10 living former Defence Secretaries
recently wrote in an Op-Ed that “the time for questioning the results has passed”,
notwithstanding. But as if matters were not bad enough, a whole host of US law-
makers and the Congress and Senate — many of whom owe their political careers
to Trump — have said that they will try to delay the certification of the results. This
despite the fact that Biden not only won enough US States to win the convoluted
Electoral College, he also won a plurality of votes.

The 2020 US Election had the highest turnout in history and while Trump is right
in claiming that he polled more votes than any incumbent US President in history, it
was more a function of the higher turnout and an increased population. Biden won
the popular vote by over seven million, having a margin of 4.4 per cent over Trump.
Trump’s attempts to overturn this election are a little different from the protestors’
who cried “Not My President” when Trump won in 2016. Sowing the seeds of doubt
on the electoral process, just like sore losers do in India when they blame the elec-
tronic voting machines, is the worst possible thing to do to build confidence in democ-
racy. The US elections prove that it is a deeply divided country and Biden and his
Vice-President Kamala Harris have a tough task uniting a country that talks in terms
of ‘Blue’ States and ‘Red’ States. If the world is to look up to the US and not China,
the 46th President has to be less divisive and become the Uniter-In-Chief.

PRAFULL GORADIA

pprehensions have been
expressed that the BJP%s
ideology will get mixed

up, if not downright viti-
ated, by the entry of politicians
brought up in alien thought process-
es. The probability of such confu-
sion is very low for the simple rea-
son that most of the new members
joining the BJP happen to be
Hindus. There would, therefore, be
no contradiction between their
own private lives and what should
be projected in their public life and
political expression. In contrast, if
a person like me were to join, say,
the Revolutionary Socialist Party
(RSP) at the age of 50, for a year or
two, I would not know whether I
am coming or going; it would be
somewhat traumatic.

T have been brought up in the
belief of karma and, in the RSP, I
would need to switch over and start
having faith in a Permanent
Revolution as preached by Leon
Trotsky, Vladimir Lenin's favourite
number two until he lived. This
favourite leader wanted to go on
with the revolution until he had
converted the whole world to com-
munism. If I read the Das Kapital,
the Bible of Marxism, I would come
across the foundational tenet: From
each according to his ability, to each
according to his need. These words
are simple but the message behind
them could take an average politi-
cian some exercise in mental diges-
tion.

A similar challenge had faced
BR Ambedkar who had resolved
that he would not like to die a
Hindu. In that case, the question
arose, which religion should he and
his many followers convert to?
Babasaheb adopted the thinking
method of reductio ad absurdum.
First, he took up Christianity and
rejected it because it was of a for-
eign origin; it would, therefore, have
a denationalising effect on his fol-
lowers. Moreover, by having more
Christians, Ambedkar felt that they
would add to supporters of the
British rulers. Islam also had a for-
eign origin; more Muslims could
mean greater support to the creation
of Pakistan. Thus reasoning, his
eventual choice fell on Buddhism.

For politicians, joining the BJP
is like coming home; what they
should have politically believed in,
and are now believing in. If they are
committed to secularism, they can
continue down that path. The ques-
tion of Church and State being sep-
arate or otherwise does not arise in
the case of the Temple. Virtually
every temple can follow its own rit-
ual of worship; how can it then
influence the Government? In any

We will have to adopt the BJP
model but with slight change.
We need to accommodate [
Hindutva philosophy also. .
We will form 10-member
committees at all booths.

JD(S) leader
HD Kumaraswamy

([ h ([
Politicians of other hues joining the BJP begs the question if its ideology
will be obscured. But, as history shows, there’s no reason for such doubt

case, Hinduism has never had a
habit or tradition of dabbling in
politics. State governance was the
exclusive function of the ruler.
But the fact is that since the early
sun rose in the mists of time, the
Indic ethos has been Hindu (or
call it Sanatan or Vedic). That
came through in the reasoning of
Ambedkar as discussed above.

Traditionally, in the West,
especially in America, the com-
mon folk identified all Indians as
Hindus and then enquired
whether one was a Hindu
Muslim or Hindu Christian or
Hindu Hindu! To them, the
sound of the word “India” first
rang the bell of the American Red
Indian. Some Nehruvians might
have been embarrassed but, most
of the time, the identity of India
has been Hindu. The birth of
Pakistan intensified this trend.

The Hindu Mahasabha was
founded in 1915, incidentally
after the Muslim League was
created by Lord Curzon in Dacca
(now Dhaka) in 1906 after induc-
ing Nawab Salimullah of Dacca
with a loan of £1,00,000. The
Bharatiya Jana Sangh came into
being under the leadership of
Syama Prasad Mookerjee in
1951. The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
helped him with some full-time
workers. In 1977, to fight the gen-
eral elections immediately after
the end of the Emergency, the
Jana Sangh — like several other
parties — merged with a new
combine called the Janata Party.
In 1980, the Jana Sanghis left
this party to form the Bharatiya
Jana Sangh; to start with, its
manifesto was based around
Gandhian Socialism.

The centre point of the
party’s ideology is “nation above
all else” It is the anti-thesis of the
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supranationalist communism.
The Islamic supremacy of the
ummah above the nation is sim-
ilarly disapproved. Care as much
as possible but even socialism is
not favoured as it contradicts the
faith in karma as the decisive
influence in life. The Hindu
view of life sees a contradiction
between liberty and equality;
the latter causes levelling down
of liberty to achieve it. How can

one control anyone’s better
karma? Welfare for all, yes, but
forced equality, no.

Imperialism and the
exploitation of other countries are
wrong, It is equivalent to robbery.
Collective unity of ones own peo-
ple in order to dominate others
is wrong. Instead, the Hindu
blessings are with those who
strive to actualise themselves
and, thus, bring out the best in
themselves. Killing of animals
and birds is not desirable and the
Jains, in particular, are sensitive
to the destruction of even vege-
tation that is grown below the
ground. The worship of the
peepal tree is symbolic of the
Hindu respect for ecology. Most
of the ills that one sees are the
result of centuries of rule by oth-
ers over Hindustan.

There is not a great deal of
political or ideological literature.
Nevertheless, Veer Savarkar first
defined Hindutva or Hinduness
in a single volume. It is valuable
for those who wish to study the
theoretical aspects of the ideol-
ogy. After that, there is a volume
called The Saffron Book and, it is
reported, a book called The
Grammar of Hindudom is under
publication. It is noteworthy that
it is the only ideology which is
Asia’s own, unlike all other polit-
ical theories which are foreign or
rather European.

Ideology is essentially a
Western phenomenon, just as
political science is a European
preoccupation. In sharp contrast,
we in India have so far to our
credit only two theses on this sub-
ject:  One, the famous
Arthashastra written more than
2,500 years ago; and the second,
published only two years ago,
titled Krishna Rajya. Hindu India
had only one history book,

SOUNDBITE

¢ Itis the triumph of justice.
: | commend England’s action
: because WikiLeaks founder

: Julian Assange is a journalist
i and he deserves a chance.
i We will give him protection.

| Mexican President
: Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador,

¢ Reality shows can be a great

¢ starting point. It was a great

: experience for me as well. Having

3 ¢ said that, | did have to establish
'+ my solo career on my own. |

: think it’s a great stepping stone.

Singer
| Neha Bhasin

ol

Australia coach
Justin Langer

Rajatarangini, by Kashmiri schol-
ar Kalhana, which again was
many centuries ago.

On the other hand, the
European political parties are
guided by their ideologies, which
are many; beginning with com-
munism on the extreme Left, to
what is understood as fascism on
the extreme Right. Take Britain,
for example; only recently; Jeremy
Corbyn was an extreme socialist.
Earlier, there was Aneurin Bevan,
who incidentally designed and
implemented Britain's famous
National Health Service. Harold
Wilson, who was the Prime
Minister, had the reputation of
being a Leftist. Comparatively,
Clement Attlee was a middle-of-
the-road politician while his
contemporary Hugh Gaitskell
was looked upon as a liberal. Yet,
all these men belonged to the
Labour Party.

On the Conservative Party
side, Sir Anthony Eden was a
Rightist and went to war against
Egypt in 1956 over the Suez
Canal. Yet earlier, there was
Enoch Powell who declared that
“rivers of blood will flow
in England as a result of immi-
gration”. Later, Margaret Thatcher
was a Right-winger and anti-
socialist. Even fascism, consid-
ered Right extremism, did not
spare British politics. Sir Oswald
Mosley, a son-in-law of Lord
Curzon, openly admitted to
being a fascist. Despite all these
differences in ideology, leaders —
even eminent ones — occasion-
ally did change their parties.
Winston Churchill, who was
looked upon as a dire conserva-
tive, had for a few years crossed
over to the Liberal Party.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author. The
views expressed are personal.)

India...their greatest strength
over the last couple of series has
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Jah safety concerns
Sir — The approval for emer-
gency use of COVID-19 vaccines
has been given only on the basis
of safety data which have not yet-
been made public. Any doubts
regarding the safety and effica-
cy of the vaccines will adversely
affect the proposed large-scale
vaccination programme.

Such doubts regarding the
lack of transparency and reason-
ing in the approval process have
raised many eyebrows. The
minutes of the meeting of the
Subject Expert Committee are
also not in the public domain.
In such a situation, people are
apprehensive because of the
hurry and opacity in rolling out
the vaccine when data from the
phase III trials are perhaps no
more than a few weeks away.

In other countries, top
political leaders, including the
US President-elect and the Vice
President-elect, have taken the
jab in public to inspire confi-
dence among people. Similarly,
our Prime Minister should also
instill confidence among the
people by taking the dose of the
Covaxin in its approved trial
mode.

Shovanlal Chakraborty
Kolkata

cians who lose in the elections.

the Vidhan Parishads for political and

the passage of the money Bills.

The practice of horse-trading is common in the
States having bicameral legislature. The Vidhan
Parishads were gradually abolished by many States after
Independence. The existence of a State Legislative
Council has proved to be politically controversial and a
number of States, that have had their Upper House dis-
solved, have subsequently requested for its re-estab-
lishment. As of now, only six out of 28 States have a
State Legislative Council. There is rampant misuse of

in States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Karnataka.
Moreover, the State Legislative Council plays no role in

It's time to aholish LB!IISlaIIVB counclls

he State Legislative Councils or Vidhan Parishads
Tshould be abolished as they are just white elehants
and nothing more than a rehabilitation centre for
politicians and their favourites. The Vidhan Parishads
(Upper Houses) have turned out to be a huge burden
on the exchequer and become a refuge for the politi-

personal favours

Similar demands have also been raised in Britain
for abolishing the House of Lords; yet the Upper House

of Indian Parliament, the Rajya Sabha, must be retained
as it still serves some fruitful purpose. However, strin-
gent rules regarding the attendance of members, their
medical fitness and against the misuse of money and
power should be enforced. Our democracy cannot let
the Rajya Sabha become a club of billionaires and celebri-
ties. Those who have lost elections to the Lok Sabha
or Assemblies must not be allowed to become mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha for the next six years.

Madhu Agarwal
Delhi

Need to be cautious

Sir — It is heartening to know
that all the players involved in
the restaurant episode have
tested negative for COVID-19.
The Indian cricket team has
been under scrutiny of the
Australian media ever since a
video surfaced of five Indian
players dining inside a
Melbourne restaurant on Friday.

Team India is already facing
many problems with injuries to
its bowlers like Mohammed
Shami and Umesh Yadav, who
have been declared unfit to
play the rest of the Test series.

Virat Kohli, who was on
paternity leave after the
Melbourne Test, is also not
available for the remainder of the
series. There is already a lot of

hue and cry regarding the fourth
Test and quarantine rules have
been imposed in Brisbane.
Already, much of the sporting
activity has been lost to the pan-
demic. Hence, it is the respon-
sibility of all the players to act
more responsibly and not breach

the bio-secure bubble.
'V Nagendra Kumar
Hyderabad

Let the birds live

Sir — It is really heart-wrench-
ing to see the pictures and
videos of hundreds of birds
lying dead on the roads and
pavements of Rome, Italy. The
deaths occured due to firework
displays on New Year’s eve.
Animal rights groups have
called it a massacre. Many are of
the opinion that the birds died
after getting knocked against one
another or they hit the electric
lines and windows out of fear.
Not only in Rome but even
in India and elsewhere, we see
animals and birds panicking
and running haphazardly dur-
ing such displays of firework.
The birds are an integral
part of the food chain and food
web and their mass destruction
will disrupt the balance of
nature. Once disturbed, this
balance is hard to restore.
Animal rights organisations
and Governments across the
globe must take urgent measures
to prevent such incidents in
future and should create more
awareness among citizens.
M Pradyu
Kannur
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Stock markets in
for a rough ride

The new year is full of hope. Investors expect this
sentiment to be mirrored on the bourses but they
might end up being disappointed

77

HIMA BINDU KOTA
-I'ne year 2020 was one of lost lives, livelihoods, businesses
al

nd shattered economies. However, the new year has brought
the hope that the march of the virus would be contained through
mass inoculation and result in the global economy recovering from
the onslaught of the contagion. Usually, fiscal recovery is led by a
revival in the stock markets and the bourses show improvement
much before the actual economic upturn. This is because stock
prices are forward-looking and investors buy scrip based on their
expectations of the future and not on past data or present informa-
tion. So what do the bourses have in store for us this year?

Both the benchmark indices, Nifty 50 and the BSE Sensex, start-
ed the year with a bang, ending on record highs with Nifty 50 end-
ing above the 14,000 mark and the BSE Sensex above the 48,800
levels. The sentiment was boosted by the expectation of econom-
ic revival. So, will the markets continue to rise further? Since the
pandemic broke out in India at the end of March 2020, the Nifty
50 rose to double its level from 7,500 to above 14,000 as on January
1. Inthe US, the NASDAQ Composite index, too, rose from the 7,000
range in March 2020 to almost touch the 13,000 mark on the last
day of the year. Nikkei 225, the benchmark index of Japan too,
showed the same trend and gained 66 per cent to reach the 27,444
mark at the end of the year. This worldwide phenomenon of con-
tinuous stock market rise during the most difficult times in living
memory shows that the bourses have already incorporated and priced
in the news of positive results of the COVID-19 vaccination and earn-
ings revival.

Atrendline typically confirms the direction of the market by con-
necting the troughs and the peaks. An upward trend connects all
the troughs and creates a support line. The strength of this upward
trend and the support line is tested by the numerous times it is able
to stop a price breach. Historically, looking at the last 10 years, there
has been an overall primary uptrend in the Nifty 50 from the level
0f 2,700 in 2009 to 12,000 in January 2020, with minor secondary
downturns in 2010-2011 and 2015-2016. After a steep drop in March
2020, Nifty 50 started another uptrend which lasted the entire year.
At the current levels of above 14,000, the sentiment still remains
bullish and there is a strong possibility of the markets moving past
14,500 in the near future. However, the upward trend during the
last year shows that all the positive news about economic revival
have already been reflected in the prices. On the downturn, Nifty
may find support levels in the range of 11,000-13,000.

Options are considered information channels for the markets,
which eventually result in stock price changes. As options markets
are the preferred trading markets for informed investors, volume
and open interest play an important role as predictive tools to fore-
cast the movement of the underlying stocks as they can develop
an early earning mechanism for any market crisis. They also rep-
resent the strength and potential of price change of the underlying
asset. Therefore, an important indicator to consider is the put-call
options volume ratio.

This contrarian-sentiment investment measure is one of the
most important tools to predict the market's direction by tracking
the daily and weekly volume of puts and calls in the stock market
and gauging the sentiments of the investors. Puts are generally bought
as an insurance against a market decline, whereas calls are bought
as a directional bet for bullish markets. So when put volume increas-
es, expectation of the market decline increases and when call vol-
ume increases, expectation of market uptrend increases. The put-
call ratio for the options in Nifty with various expiry dates from January
to February this year is increasing steadily, from 1.17 for Nifty options
expiring on January 7 to two for Nifty options expiring on February
4. This shows that the put options volume is steadily increasing,
showing a possibility of a short-term downtrend.

The new year is full of expectation of positivity and hope. Investors
expect this sentiment to be reflected in the stock markets but they
have to understand that bourses are leading indicators and last year’s
rally has already incorporated the economic revival. The uptrend
may continue till the 14,000-15,000 levels. However, these levels
have a psychological barrier and we may see a market correction
soon. Support levels can come in the range of 11,000-13,000. The
new year may not see just an uptrend but would also witness some
profit booking. Any downtrend due to profit booking could be an
opportunity for people to invest for the long-term. This year could
also see increased earnings as most of the companies were able
to reduce their operating costs last year during the pandemic. This
may help them to increase their earnings this year. A revival of earn-
ings would go a long way in improving stock market returns. Overall,
there is hope for economic revival this year. However, since the infor-
mation has already been reflected in the stocks last year, this year
the markets may see a bumpy ride.

(The writer is Associate Professor, Amity University, Noida.
The views expressed are personal.)
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Much ado about NPAs

There might be a delay, some re-scheduling or loan restructuring may be required but
eventually the bank will get its money back with interest. There is no need to panic

SUBHASH PANDEY

the last decade seem to have spilled over
into the new one, especially where the
beleaguered banking sector is concerned.
According to the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s)
estimates, the Gross Non-Performing Assets
(GNPAs) of banks may increase from 8.5 per cent

3 s we step into the new decade, the woes of :

in March 2020 to 12.5 per cent by March this year. :

For public sector banks (PSBs), the deterioration
is estimated to be more problematic and the
GNPAs could be anywhere between 11.3 to 15.2
per cent under the “baseline scenario” Some
Cassandras warn that the situation could be worse.

Their relentless scaremongering could potential- :
ly hurt economic revival that requires a major :

increase in bank lending.

In December 2020, scheduled commercial
banks had total outstanding deposits of
%145,91,773 crore while their outstanding loans
and advances added up to only ¥105,04,536 crore.

A bank’s primary function is to lend against :
deposits and earn enough to make profits after :

servicing deposits. Data show that banks have
enough money to lend more and they must be
helped to give more loans. However, a lot of good
borrowers are out of the banking net. Banks no
doubt face certain risks especially in the prevail-

ing situation due to the pandemic but there is no :

need to panic. But first, we need to answer the
question, what is an NPA? For a bank, an NPA
is the amount of loan or an advance for which
repayment of any due instalment of principal or
due amount of interest is not cleared within 90

days of the “due date”” Interestingly, for agricul-
tural loans it is “within two crop seasons for short :

duration crops” or within “one crop season for
long duration crops.”

If default of payment continues beyond one
year of the due date, the NPA is called
“Substandard Assets.” If a NPA default continues
beyond two years of the due date the NPA is called

“Doubtful Assets”” If auditors find that the NPA

is due to an incurable default, they classify it as
“Loss Assets.” Does anyone expect a business to
always make a profit? The answer is an emphat-
ic “no.” Because this is an unrealistic expectation
and every business will face a loss or just about

break even, many times in its years of existence. :
This is because how a company makes its money

depends a lot on external factors. Likewise, lend-
ing is also a business and a bank always runs the
risk of a loan or a part of it or the interest not com-
ing in. A bank hoping to lend money only to safe
borrowers will not run for long because 100 per

cent safe borrowers generally don’t need to take :

loans or are disinclined to do so.

Past efforts for resolution of Stressed Assets
seemed to be showing results because, after reach-
ing a peak of 11.5 per cent at the end of March
2018, the GNPAs of scheduled commercial
banks came down to 8.5 per cent by the end of

March 2020. So the first thing to note before :

resorting to scaremongering is that more than 90
per cent of bank loans and advances are being ser-
viced with a delay of 90 days at the most. It does
not mean that the remaining bank loans where
debt servicing is delayed beyond 90 days are a

dead loss for banks because they have enough :
securities to cover most of these balance loans suf- :

fering from problems in debt servicing.

As a pandemic relief measure, all borrowers
whose loan accounts were classified as standard
as on February 29, 2020, were allowed a mora-
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torium till August 31. This was done to
ensure that this period was not count-
ed in the 90 days’ default period and was
not classified as an NPA account.

The Supreme Court had in
September 2020 directed that no bank
account should be declared an NPA
until the disposal of pleas seeking an
extension of the moratorium period.
The final verdict on this is expected
soon.

What perhaps escapes attention is
that the concerns regarding NPAs or bad
loans in popular parlance are exagger-
ated due to the conservative approach
of the RBI. Banks are told to classify
loans as performing or non-performing
only on the basis of timely repayments
of loans and interest, even when there
is no erosion in the availability and value
of the security or net worth of the bor-
rower/guarantor.

The 90 days’ default rule to tag a
loan account as an NPA is a rough and
ready, easy to implement, blunt regula-
tory tool. It indicates an income impair-
ment of the borrower or liquidity risk
but certainly not solvency risk. The

E i “income impaired” borrower may or
i may not be “asset impaired.” Therefore,

if we create a new subclass of NPAs
based on the 90-day rule, with an assess-
ment of solvency risk, then it should be
possible to refine capital adequacy
norms and evolve a differential capital

i adequacy requirement for NPAs where
i underlying securities are not material-

ly impaired. Betting on the banking sec-
tor’s NPA level once the loan morato-
rium is lifted amounts to betting on the
extent of the pandemic’s impact on eco-
nomic growth and on the incomes of

i borrowers. Such betting is not econom-

ics or mathematics but politics.

If the banks have enough security
behind the loan they have given out
(house, vehicle, gold, shares, bonds and

so on) and the borrowers are not all
crooks, the loans will be serviced.
There might be some delay, some re-
scheduling or loan restructuring
required, but eventually the bank will
get its money back, with interest. There
is no need to press the panic button.
Heavens will not fall merely because
some loans, interest or equated month-
ly instalments (EMIs) are not paid with-
in 90 days of the due date.

The Government and the RBI have
to take some steps to see that the loans
and advances of good borrowers are
properly restructured and the debt
recovery process becomes efficient in
terms of time and value recovered.
Banks need to raise additional capital
to meet regulatory requirements,
depending upon what kind of NPAs
emerge. Banks also need liquidity sup-
port to service the deposits during the
period the borrowers face liquidity
problems but have sufficient assets to
cover their loan liability.

Every code and every rule book has
enabling clauses to deal with exception-
al situations. Rules of normal times don't
apply in abnormal times. The pandem-
ic is the time to invoke these exception-
al powers to fine-tune the regulatory
policy on recognition of a bad loan and
the level of additional capital needed by
banks to cover definite loss from
irrecoverable loans due to the lack and
erosion of underlying securities.

The impact of the contagion on the
economy is temporary and low inflation
has softened what would have otherwise
been a harder blow. Assessments and
perceptions about population segment-
wise distribution of pain may vary
according to commentators but it is
abundantly clear that at an aggregate
level, the nation will recover from the
crisis fast enough. A high recovery and
low fatality rate, fast resumption of eco-

nomic activity in several sectors, both
formal and informal, as evidenced by
several high frequency indicators, are
very good signs. Hence, loan servicing
will happen albeit with some delay.

By and large, Indian banks are pret-
ty conservative and most of the loans are
heavily secured, backed by good valu-
able securities. The problem comes in
enforcing the security because the legal
system does not allow it so easily. What
we need is a system of vigilance and dili-
gence on the assets mortgaged for the
loans and advances. The genuineness
and continued existence of assets must
be watched and digital tools can be
deployed for this.

There is no harm in giving borrow-
ers providing adequate security an
extended moratorium. But what we
need is a system that will protect the
banks’ securities during the moratori-
um period so that these are not dilut-
ed or alienated or encumbered further.
We require a robust system of oversight
on these securities. This is particularly
so for small borrowers below Z2 crore
who have been helped by the
Government based on the Rajiv
Mehrishi Committee report.

In India, the credit-to-GDP ratio is
just 50 per cent. Many good borrowers
like households and businesses depend
on informal channels of finance. Indian
banks are not lending enough and they
are being far too risk-averse. Banks need
to use modern digital tools to improve
loan surveillance and lend more by
using digital technologies to improve
credit product design, pre-sanction
appraisal and post-sanction oversight on
end use. This will help boost the econ-
omy of the country in the long run.

(The writer is former Special
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. The views expressed are
personal.)

Time to give a modern touch to an ancient skill

As a first step, professional institutes like the ITls, polytechnics, NIFT and NID can start imparting training in khadi and handloom clusters

MONIKA S GARG

he Uttar Pradesh (UP)
TGovernment’s decision to

include a khadi fashion show in
UP Day celebrations is recognition of
the sector’s role in inclusive develop-
ment and its employment potential.
Khadi and handloom fabrics are as
integral to our cultural heritage as zari
is to a trousseau. The Rigveda, the
Mahabharata and the Ramayana
expound upon the art of spinning and
weaving. Woven cloth, bone needles
and spindles were found in Mohenjo-
Daro and Harappa. Block-printed
fabrics, mainly of Gujarati origin, dis-
covered in Egyptian tombs, exhibit the
demand of Indian cotton textiles
abroad and their export since the 19th

century B.C. This tradition of excel-
lence has been preserved by genera-
tions of skilled artisans and weavers.
Today, the khadi-handloom sector
employs over four million weavers and
allied production workers. The textile
sector is the second-largest employer
after agriculture in India. However, the
2010 Handloom Census revealed that
the number of weavers was declining
ata rate of seven per cent per annum,
the count of handlooms was dwindling
and a weaver earned a meagre 33,400
per month as against the all India aver-
age 0f 4,500 per month for any other
worker. With the next generation
being sceptical and disinterested in the
craft, the Indian handloom industry
is on the verge of becoming extinct.
The need of the hour is to segre-
gate the sector into subsectors and
work on the strengths of each. India
occupies an enviable place in the world
as 85 per cent of the global handloom
production occurs in the country.
Other handloom producing nations
like Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Cambodia and Indonesia manufacture
a very limited range of products,

which is mainly for domestic use. India
has the capability to meet the demand
for handmade products across the
globe due to its demographic advan-
tage and cultural heritage. We need to
align our rich legacy with the demands
of the modern era by incorporating lat-
est designs. A Benarasi or Chanderi
weaver can earn more if s/he contem-
porises the sari and diversifies into
exportable accessories like stoles,
scarves, ties, belts, bags and so on. This
product development calls for a strong
collaboration between weavers and
designers. Another crucial dimension
in the value chain is marketing, that
needs to be understood, appreciated
and exploited. Premium handloom
products like the Patan Patola,
Baluchari, Jamdani, Ikat and Kani
need to be projected as niche products.
With their unique designs and distinct
weaving techniques, they should be
targeted only at the affluent so that
weavers get high returns.

However, this strategy is intend-
ed only for highly skilled weavers with
whom designers associate. They con-
stitute only 20 per cent of the hand-

loom weavers who produce 80 per cent
of the high-value items. The remain-
ing 80 per cent of the weavers would
need to be dealt with differently.

Handloom textiles face a serious
threat in the marketplace when pow-
erloom cloth is clandestinely sold as
handloom. As alayman cannot distin-
guish a powerloom product from
handloom, the Handloom Mark is a
guarantee to the buyer that the prod-
uct is genuinely handwoven. However,
there is a need to generate awareness
among the people about the
Handloom Mark. Something as sim-
ple as a one-line commercial during
the daily soaps on television could be
instrumental in enlightening the tar-
get group. Plus, only products carry-
ing the Handloom Mark should be
exhibited at Government-sponsored
exhibitions in India and abroad. Apart
from raising awareness, this would also
ensure that only genuine handloom
weavers derive benefit from the sales
at such expos and Government
schemes.

However, we must not lose sight
of the fact that the sector provides

direct and indirect employment to over
four million people, all of whom can-
not be trained immediately to make
intricate, high-end products. They are
the durrie makers, the gamchha and
towel manufacturers. They need
Government support of a different
kind. Apart from reservation of arti-
cles for production only on hand-
looms, they need subsidised yarn and
credit. Credit is available to the sector
at six per cent interest rate. If imple-
mented in earnest, this can provide the
much-needed working capital to spin-
ners and weavers, apart from helping
them in putting up facilities for dye-
ing, processing and finishing of hand-
spun and handwoven fabric. The
Hank Yarn Obligation makes it
mandatory for spinning mills to pro-
duce certain percentage of their yarn
in the hank form required for hand-
looms. The need is to strengthen the
implementation machinery and ensure
effective enforcement in the field so
that every producer who manufactures
yarn for powerloom or mill consump-
tion, packs at least 30 per cent of that
in hank form.

If small units in the sector have to
take up spinning and weaving on a
commercial scale, this would require
modification of the workstations.
They should be ergonomically
designed to produce more and better
quality threads and fabrics at a faster
pace. They should be modular, easy to
assemble and transport. A solar pow-
ered spinning wheel is the need of the
hour. A semi-automatic loom could be
a good solution wherein the motive
power is provided by the weaver
manually and various other motions
are synchronised to obtain better
speed and productivity. These could
also be coupled with an automatic
take-up and let-off mechanism.
Technological innovations can create
new possibilities for design develop-
ment and the production process.
There is a strong need for focused
incentive schemes towards khadi and
handloom research.

For both couture and mass pro-
ducers, there is a need to generate a
sense of pride with the occupation.
Hand spinning as well as weaving
needs to be treated as a modern pro-

fession. As a first step, professional
institutes like Industrial Training
Institutes, polytechnics, the National
Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT) and the National Institute of
Design (NID) can start imparting
training in khadi and handloom clus-
ters. A NIFT or NID certificate will
instill a sense of pride apart from
upgrading skills of weavers and spin-
ners. Acquiring these standardised,
employable and marketable skills will
earn them due recognition in the job
market and society. In a world increas-
ingly inclined towards standardisation
and mass production, khadi and hand-
loom provide a refreshing change
because of their uniqueness, flexibil-
ity and versatility. The sector represents
the country’s traditional craft that has
been patronised and promoted since
times immemorial. We must never for-
get that the sector has been sustained
by transferring skills from one gener-
ation to another and it is crucial to keep
Gen Next in the profession.

(The writer is Additional Chief
Secretary, UP Government. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Trump: Will fight like hell
to hold on to presidency

Dalton (US): With mounting
desperation, Donald Trump
has declared he would “fight
like hell” to hold on to the pres-
idency and appealed to
Republican lawmakers to
reverse his election loss to Joe
Biden when they convene this
week to confirm the Electoral
College vote.

Electoral voters won by
President-elect Biden are “not
gonna take this White House!”
he shouted as supporters
cheered at an outdoor rally in
Georgia on Monday night.

Trump’s announced pur-
pose for the trip was to boost
Republican Senate candidates
in Tuesday’s runoff election, but
he spent much of his speech
complaining bitterly about his
election loss — which he insists
he won “by a lot”

Earlier, in Washington, he
pressed Republican lawmakers
to formally object Wednesday at
a joint session of Congress that
is to confirm Biden’s victory in
the Electoral College, itself a
confirmation of Biden’s nation-
wide victory November 3.

Though he got nothing but
cheers Monday night, Trump’s
attempt to overturn the presi-

=
dential election i s splitting the
Republican Party.

Some GOP lawmakers
backing him are rushing ahead,
despite an outpouring of con-
demnation from current and
former party officials warning
the effort is undermining
Americans faith in democracy.

Al 10 living former defense
secretaries wrote in an op-ed
that “the time for questioning
the results has passed”

Its unclear the extent to
which GOP leaders in Congress
will be able to control
Wednesdays joint session,
which could drag into the night,
though the challenges to the
election are all but certain to

fail. Trump himself is whipping
up crowds for a Wednesday
rally near the White House.

Vice President Mike Pence,
who is under pressure to tip the
results for Trump, will be close-
ly watched as he presides in a
ceremonial  role over
Wednesdays joint session.

“I promise you this: On
Wednesday, well have our day
in Congress,” Pence said while
himself campaigning in
Georgia ahead of Tuesdays
runoff elections that will deter-
mine control of the Senate.

Trump said in Georgia: “I
hope that our great vice presi-
dent comes through for us. Hes
a great guy. Of course, if he
doesnt come through, I wont
like him quite as much” He
added, “No, Mike is a great guy”’

One of the Georgia
Republicans in Tuesday’s runoff
— Sen. Kelly Loeffler, who
faces Democrat Raphael
Warnock — told the crowd she
will join senators formally
objecting to Bidens win. The
other Republican seeking
reelection, David Perdue, who
is running against Democrat
Jon Ossoft, will not be ehglble
to vote.

Pence torn between
Trump, Constitution

Washington: He has been
President Donald Trump’s most
loyal soldier, dutifully backing
the unpredictable leader
through one chaotic situation
after another.

Now Vice President Mike
Pence finds himself in the
most precarious position of his
tenure as he prepares to pre-
side over Wednesday’s con-
gressional tally of Electoral
College votes, the last front in
Trump’s futile attempts to
overturn President-elect Joe
Biden’s victory in the
November election.

Seated on the House of
Representatives’ rostrum,
Pence will bear witness to the
formalisation of Trumps — and
his own — election defeat, as
tellers from the House and
Senate record states’ electoral
votes.

At the end of the count, it
will be his job to announce who
has won the majority of votes
for both president and vice
president.

But Pence, whose pro-
scribed role is largely pro
forma, is under intense pres-
sure from the president and
legions of supporters who want
the vice president to use the
moment to overturn the will of

the voters in a handful of crit-
ical battleground states.

“I hope Mike Pence comes
through for us, I have to tell
you,” Trump said at a rally
Monday night in Georgia for
candidates in two Senate runoff
elections.

“Of course, if he doesn’t
come through, I won't like
him quite as much,” Trump
added, drawing laughs. He said
Pence was “going to have a lot
to say about it. And you know
one thing with him, youre
going to get straight shots.
He’s going to call it straight.”

Pence has spent hours hud-
dling with the president, staff
and the Senate parliamentari-
an. His office declined to dis-
cuss his plans heading into
Wednesday’s count. But people
close to the vice president
stressed his respect for institu-
tions and said they expect him
to act in accordance with the
law and hew to the
Constitution.

“I think he will approach
this as a constitutionalist, basi-
cally, and say, ‘What's my role
in the Constitution as president
of the Senate?” said David
Mclntosh, president of the
conservative Club for Growth
and a Pence friend. AP

Will redouble
efforts to save Iran
nuclear deal: EU

Brussels: The European Union
says it will redouble its efforts
to save the Iran nuclear agree-
ment despite what it calls
Tehran’s “important breach” of
commitments made in the
2015 deal by starting to enrich
uranium to new ICVCIS.

EU spokesman Peter Stano
said that Iran’s actions “will
have serious implications when
it comes to nuclear nonprolif-
eration.”

Stano said it was in every-
one’s interest to rescue the deal
and said the 27-nation bloc
“will strengthen” its attempts to
make sure all adhere to the
commitments made in the
landmark deal.

Iran began enriching ura-
nium Monday to levels unseen
since its 2015 nuclear deal
with world powers. The deci-
sion appeared aimed at
increasing Tehran’s leverage

in the wan-
ing days in
office for US
President
Donald
Trump,
whose unilat-
eral with-
drawal from
the atomic accord in 2018
began a series of escalating
incidents.

Increasing enrichment at
its underground Fordo facility
puts Tehran a technical step
away from weapons-grade lev-
els of 90 per cent. Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said the action was
“fully reversible” if other part-
ners in the deal fully complied
too, without elaborating. Iran
informed the International
Atomic Energy Agency of its
plans to increase enrichment to
20% last week. AP

Qatar ruler lands in Saudi
for summit to end blockade

Al-Ula (Saudi Arabia): Qatar’s
ruling emir arrived in Saudi
Arabia and was greeted with an
embrace by the kingdom’s
crown prince on Tuesday, fol-
lowing an announcement that
the kingdom would end its
yearslong embargo on the tiny
Gulf Arab state.

The decision to open bor-
ders was the first major step
toward ending the diplomatic
crisis that has deeply divided US
defense partners, frayed societal
ties and torn apart a tradition-
ally clubby alliance of Arab
states.

The arrival of Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani to
the kingdom's ancient desert city
of Al-Ula was broadcast live on
Saudi TV. He was seen descend-
ing from his plane and being
greeted with a hug by Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman.

The emir is in Al-Ula for an
annual summit of Gulf Arab
leaders that is expected to pro-

Journalists watch a large display screen as Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, center left, chairs the 41st Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) meeting in Al
Ula, Saudi Arabia on Tuesday Al

duce a détente between Qatar
and four Arab states that have
boycotted the country and cut
transport and diplomatic links
with it since mid-2017 over
Dohas support for Islamist
groups and warm ties with
Iran.

The diplomatic break-
through comes after a final

push by the outgoing Trump
administration and fellow Gulf
state Kuwait to mediate an
end to the crisis. It wasn’t until
late Monday that the major step
to ending the spat was
announced. AP

worid

Xi asks military to step-up
training, combat readiness

Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping has asked the military
to strengthen training to hone
its combat skills and remain on
high alert as the new revised
defence law expanding the
powers of the armed forces
came into force from this year.

The 67-year-old leader,
who also heads the ruling
Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) besides the Central
Military Commission (CMC) -
- the overall high command of
the two million strong military
-- signed the commission’s first
order for 2021, which listed pri-
orities in the training of the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) and the People’s Armed

Police Force (PLAF), official
media here reported on
Tuesday.

The order instructed the
armed forces to stick to Xi
Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics
for a New Era as their guiding
principle and uphold Xi Jinping
Thought on Strengthening the
Military as well as military
strategies in the new era.

It said the CCP will
enhance its guidance over the
military’s training, urging the
armed forces to focus on
improving their combat readi-
ness and continuing to reform
their training system, state-
run China Daily reported.

The first such order was
issued in January 2018, when
Xi addressed a massive train-
ing and commencement cere-
mony at a shooting range in
northern China.

According to the Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post, Xi said the PLA
must be ready to “act at any sec-
ond” as the armed forces kicked
off the year’s military training
and exercises on Monday.

“(The PLA must) increase
the integration of new equip-
ment, new forces and new
combat realms into training
and combat systems,” the
report said, quoting the
Chinese president. PTI

Former head of
China state

asset firm gets
death sentence

Beijing: The former head of
state-owned China Huarong
Asset Management Co Ltd was
sentenced to death on Tuesday
for bribe taking in one of the
harshest punishments for eco-
nomic crimes in recent years.

Lai Xiaomin, 58, was also
found guilty by the Second
Intermediate People’s Court of
Tianjin of lesser charges includ-
ing corruption and bigamy.

Life sentences and sus-
pended death sentences com-
muted to life after two years are
frequently handed down in cor-
ruption cases, but death sen-
tences without the chance of
reprieve have become rare in
recent years. Such sentences are
automatically appealed to
China’s highest court.

Lai was placed under inves-
tigation by the ruling
Communist Party’s corruption
watchdog in 2018 and expelled
from the party later the same
year. In its ruling, the Tianjin
court cited the “especially enor-
mous” size of the bribes Lai
accepted, saying they exceeded
600 million yuan ($93 million)
in one instance.

In total, it said Lai collect-
ed or sought to collect 1.79 bil-
lion yuan ($260 million) over a
decade in exchange for abusing
his position to make invest-
ments, offer construction con-
tracts, help with promotions
and provide other favours. AP

one

house.

SAPNA

Shallow, Face: Round, Built: Medium,
Wearing: Red Colour Black Pati Wali
Kameej,
Ladies Chappal in Feet has been
missing since 18.12.2020 from her
In this regard DD No. 60A,
Dated 18.12.2020, has been lodged at
P.S. Narela Industrial Area, Delhi.

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed that
lady Namely: Sapna, Dlo:
Satender Sharma, Rlo: A 1837 Phase ||
Metro Vihar, HolambiKalan, Delhi, Age:
22 Years, Height: 52", Compl

ion:

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known fo all that I, Rajender Singh So.
Shri Budh Ram, Rio. Flat No. 3-E, DDA, LIG
Flat, Second Floor, Pocket-JC, G-8 Area,
Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-110064 Contact:
9911171679 Email: singhraj7479@gmail.com,
Allottee/purchase of Flat No. 3-E,DDA, LIG Flat,
Second Fleor, Pocket-JC, G-8 Area, Rajouri
Garden, New Delhi-110064, has applied for the
conversion of aforesaid property Demand Letter,

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that, | Ram Chand Nassa $/o
Late Sh. Dharam Chand Nassa, R/o $.C.O
No3,Sector-7Exten,Huda Market, Gurgaon,|
Haryana - 122001 am owner and in physical|
possession of DDA LIG Flat No,160 Third Floor,|
Sector — A-10 Pocket -2 GRP Narela, Delhi-
110040. The Original Allotment-cum-Demand
Letter, REGN No0.39937, Property No.44204,
File No L-339 (2362) 2005NPRS/NA Demand
Letter No 51938, DRAW DATE- 01 -07/2005

Black Colour Pajami and

Letter, Site F ion Slip, NOC
for Water and Electricity etc. of the aforesaid
property have been lost. An FIR fo this effect
has been lodged in police station date 30.12.
2020. Any person(s) claiming any right, interest
having any ohjection or found in possessicn of
original ma; i with

has been lost/misplaced .An F.L.R. to|

this effect has been lodged Police Station vide
LR NO 10005/2021 Dated 05/01/2021. Any|
person(s} claiming any right, interest, having|
any objection or found in possession of original
[documents may write/contact with above
named person at above address/Ph.|
9868172482 within 15 days from the date of|

above named person at above address with in
15 days from the date of publication of this not-
ice and can personally contact Deputy Director
(LAB) Rohini , C block 3rd floor, New Dethi.

of this natice. The persan claiming|
any right, interest, objections with respect to
this Flat can personally inform or write to Dy,

Director LIG{H),D-Block,lind FloorVikas Sadan,|
INA, New Delhi

themselves.

their tender on-line on the website

Notice Inviting e-Tender

No.SSA/Esstt/Pre-Primary/Furniture/406/2020/3809 Date:05.01.2021
Mission Director, Axom Sarba Siksha Abhijan Mission, Kahilipara,
Guwahati-19, Assam invites tender through e-Tendering process
from reputed manufacturer of plastic moulded fumiture for supply of
Plastic Moulded Storage Cupboard.

To participate in the tender process through e-procurement document,
bidder should have valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) and
have to register in the portal hitps://assamtenders.gov.in by

The Bidder who have downloaded the tender schedules containing
the tender details, terms and conditions, from the website shall submit

proof of payment of non refundable tender processing fee of Rs.
5000/- ( Rupees five thousand) only in the form of demand draft/
Bankers Cheque drawn in favour of Mission Director, Axom Sarba

hitps://assamtenders.gov.in, with

Pak SC orders reconstruction
of vandalised Hindu temple

Islamabad: Pakistan’s Supreme
Court on Tuesday ordered the
Evacuee Property Trust Board
(EPTB) to start reconstruc-
tion of a century-old Hindu
temple that was vandalised
and set on fire by a mob in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
last week, saying the attack has
caused “international embar-
rassment” to the country.

The apex court, which took
notice of the attack and ordered
the local authorities to appear
before the court on January 5,
also directed the board to sub-
mit in court details of all func-
tional and non-functional tem-
ples and gurdwaras across
Pakistan, Dawn newspaper

reported.

The attack on the temple in
Terri village in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s (KP) Karak dis-
trict on Wednesday by mem-
bers of radical Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam party (Fazal ur Rehman
group) drew strong condem-
nation from human rights
activists and the minority
Hindu community leaders.

During the hearing on
Tuesday, a three-member
bench headed by Chief Justice
Gulzar Ahmed also directed
the EPTB to clear encroach-
ments from temples across the
country and take action against
officials involved in the
encroachments. PTI

Putin, Angela Merkel
discuss possible joint
vaccine production

Moscow: Russian President
Vladimir Putin and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel dis-
cussed the possibility of joint-
ly producing coronavirus vac-
cines in a phone call, the
Kremlin said on Tuesday.

“Issues of cooperation in
combating the coronavirus
pandemic were discussed with
an emphasis on the possible
prospects for joint production
of vaccines,” the Kremlin said
in a statement.

The Kremlin added that an
agreement was reached to “con-
tinue contacts on the issue”
between the two countries’
health ministries and spe-
cialised agencies.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed the settlement of the
conflict between Kiev and pro-
Russian separatist forces in
eastern Ukraine, that has large-
ly remained at a standstill since
peace accords were signed in
2015.

Both Russia and Germany

have recently started mass vac-
cination drives at home to
curb the spread of the coron-
avirus and avoid reimposing
nationwide lockdowns. AFP

Lanka to finalise pact
to secure virus vaccine
through COVAX

Colombo: Sri Lanka is all set
to finalise an agreement to
secure Covid-19 vaccine via
the United Nations-backed
COVAKX facility, which sub-
sidises the shots for 92 low
and middle income coun-
tries.

The COVAX or COVID-
19 Vaccine Global Access
programme is run by Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance, and
the World Health
Organisation (WHO) in part-
nership with developed and
developing country vaccine
manufacturers. PTI

SEARCH FOR MISSING MALE

General Public is hereby informed that

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing lady but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone
have any information about this missing lady please inform the
undersigned.

Web-site : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-24368639
DP/689/0N/2020

SHO
P.S. Narela Industrial Area, Delhi
Ph.: 011-27787592, 27787593 & 7065036324

The Executive Engineer, Bishramganj Division, PWD
(R&B), Bishramganj, Sepahijala District, Tripura invites
e-tender against press NIT No. 09/EE-BRG/PWD/2020-
2021,dated, 28/12/2020

For Strengthening Of road from Gabordi to Kanchanmala
(L = 5.90 km) under Jampuijala Block during the year 2020-
21/SH: Granular sub base, metalling, carpeting and sand
seal coating and construction of 3 Nos. box culvert (2.50 x
2.50 mir.) Replacement of existing old and damaged culvert
by providing (i) single cell box culvert without footpath
clear span 6.00 m clear carriage way 7.50 m and clear
height 5.60 m (ii) Double cell box culvert without footpath
clear span (2 x 8.00 m) = 16.00 m clear height 5.60 m &
some portions retain wall etc. under the Scheme for Special
Assistance to States for Capital Expenditure in 2020-21.
With

Estimated cost:
Earnest Money: % 16,90,727.00

Time of Completion: 18 (eighteen) months.
Last Date of bidding for bids: 27/01/2021 up to 15.00 Hrs.

For more details kindly visit: hitps://ftripuratenders.gov.in
Note:
*NO NEGOTIATION WILL BE CONDUCTED WITH THE LOWEST BIDDER*

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,

Bishramganj Division, PWD(R&B)
Bishramganj, Sepabhijala District, Tripura

ICA/C-2669/2020-21

¥ 16,90,72,701.00

Metro Railway, Kolkata
Kolkata's Pride

A
EXECUTION OF ALL WORKS IN CONNECTION WITH PROOF CHECKING OF
CONCEPTUAL DESIGNS, ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING ETC.

Tender Notice for e-tendering is invited by Chief Engineer/Con, Metro
Rallway for the following work : Name of work : Execution of all wurks

Siksha Abhijan Mission, Kahilipara, Guwahati-19, Assam, from any
nationalized/Scheduled Bank and payable at Guwahati. The tender
should be submitted on-line as per date and time of submission as per
prescribed schedule.

PN Sd/-Executive Director,
e 5SA Assam

in connection with proof checking of conceptual designs, archi

Yiitikmin

g /CF/3712/20 Kahilipara, Guwahati-19

drawing, detailed structural designs, construction drawings for
underground construction of Double Line/Multiple Line, Station building
and Subway beyond Bi bandar Yard to New B pore by cut and
cover method in connection with extension of Metro Railway from
Moapara to Barasat via Bimanbandar (Airport). Tender Value:

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/PS, Narthern Railway, Delhi division, New
Delhi invites e-tender for the following work:

T 1,64,79,407.26 (approx). Cost of Tender D Nil. E t
Money: T 2,32,400. Completion period: 24 (Twentyfour) months. Date
of closing: 08.02.2021 at 12.00 hrs. The tender document and other
details can be obtained from the website www.ireps.gov.in The bidding
for the tender is to be submitted through e-tendering on above website.
Manual offers are not allowed against this tender and any manual offer
if received shall not be accepted and will be summarily rejected.
Abridged Tender Notice No.: Civil-2354-2020 (Open)

FASTER ® SAFER # SMOOTHER ® CLEANER

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General public is hereby informed that a
girl (depicted in the photo) namely
Komal D/o Late Sh. Babulal Rio W-
101/R-17, Khazan Basti, Subzi Mandi,
Nangal Raya, New Delhi Aged : 20
years, has been reported missing since
25.12.2020 from her house, vide DD No.
49-A Dated 26.12.2020 lodged at Police
Station - Mayapuri, Delhi. Her physical
descriptionis as under:-

Complexion : Wheatish, Height : 4'8",
Face : Round, Build : Thin, Clothing : green colour suit, purple
colour salwar, white & chocolate colour sweater and black
colour chappalin feet.
Any person having any information or clue about this
missing girl may inform SHO, Mayapuri, Delhi at
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in or Website: http://cbi.nic.in,
Tele No.: 24368638/24368641, Fax: 24368639.

KOMAL

SHO : P.S. Mayapuri, Delhi

DP/308/WD/21 Ph. : 011-28116097, 28117644

1| Name of work Mechanized cleaning and Housekeeping work of
Group G stations {Panipat, Sonipat, Rohtak, Gurgaon,
Faridabad & Palwal} of Delhi Division for a period of two
years.

2| E-tender Notice Number | Sanitation02-2021

| lonIREPS

|3 | Date of Tender Opening 09/02/2021 upto 1100 hrs

4 [ Approximate costofwork | AsperNIT onireps.gov.in

5 [Costof Tenderdocument | As per NIT onireps.gov.in
including 18% GST

6 | Earnest Money Deposit As per NIT onireps.gov.in

7 | Website particulars where [ wwwi.ireps.gov.in

complete details of tender
documentcan be seen

No:C-12/Sanitation/Vetting/Group G/2019 Dated : 05 January 2021 30/2021

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/Traction Distribution, DRM's Office, State Entry
Road, New Delhi for & on behalf of President of India, invites open e-tender under
single packet system for the under noted work:

1 [ Name of Work with its
location

Replacement of failure pronefold Catenary wire
(35Km.}2nd phase over Delhi Division.

Rs. 72,63,874.80/-
Rs. 1,45,300/-

~N

Approx. Cost of Work
Earnest Money Deposit

w

S

E-Tender Bid Online
Submission Period

E-Tender Bid Submission End Date &
E-Tender Open Date & Time

18.01.2021 (00.00 Hrs.) to 01.02.2021 (15:00 Hrs.)

o

01.02.2021 (15:00 hrs.}

)

Fund Allocation 29366203

)

Website particulars where complete
details of tender documents can be seen

E-Tender No.: 23-TRD-NDLS-2020-21 Dated: 05.01.2021 28/2021

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

www.ireps.gov.in

one male (depicted in the photo)
namely Sukh Bahadur Dari Sfo Sh. Im
Bahadur R/o H. No. J 11, WZ 50, Beri
Wala Bagh, Hari Nagar, New Delhi
Aged- 45 Years has been reported
missing since 07.10.2020 from his
house vide DD No. 94A Dated
10.12.2020 has been lodged at Police
Station Rajouri Garden, New Delhi. His
physical description is as under:-

Complexion: Shallow, Height: 5'0", Face: Round, Built:
Normal, Wearing: Half pant, green-chocolate coloured shirt
and slipperin feet.

Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing male, please inform SHO, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi
at E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in

Tele No. : 011-23014046(Direct), Sdl-
011-3015229 & 23015218 extn. 210 SHO, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi
FAX No. : 011-230111334 Tel.: 011-25448885
DP/313/WD/2021 Mob.: 8750871127

Appeal for Identification

General Publicis hereby informed thata male
dead body Name: Unknown, Slo Unknown,
R/o: Unknown Age: 65 years, Height:
5'4", Complexion: Shallow, Gender:
Male, Built: Thin, Face: Long, Hair:
Black & White, ID Mark: Plaster on Right
Hand, Wearing: White Linedar Shirt and
Grey Pant Found DB-Block Road
| Opposite Mother Diary Hari Nagar, Delhi -
~ | 110064 on 29.12.2020. In this regard,
DD No. 06-A Dated 30.12.2020 has been lodged at PS Hari
Magar, Delhi. The dead body of the deceased has been
preserved in DDU Hospital Mortuary for 72 Hours.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this male but no clue has come to light so far.
Any, person having any information or clue about this male may
kindly inform to the following. SHO
P.S., Hari Nagar, Delhi
Ph. : 011-28125719,
8750871128, 9818606025

DP/315/WD/2021
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Sensex, Nifty scale fresh peaks

PTI W MUMBAI

Equity benchmark Sensex
defied gravity for the 10th
straight session to close at a
fresh lifetime high on Tuesday
as robust buying in financial
and IT stocks offset lacklustre
global cues.

Persistent foreign fund
inflows supported the bench-
marks, though a weakening
rupee capped the gains, traders
said. Despite opening on a
negative note, the 30-share
BSE index pared all losses and
staged a smart recovery to end
260.98 points or 0.54

per cent higher at
48,437.78. It touched an all-
time high of 48,486.24 during
the day.

The Sensex has closed at
record highs for seven ses-
sions on the trot. The broader
NSE Nifty rose 66.60 points or
0.47 per cent to settle at a new
peak of 14,199.50. It scaled a
record intra-day high of
14,215.60.

Axis Bank was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack, ral-
lying 6.31 per cent, followed by

HDFC, IndusInd Bank, TCS,
Asian Paints, HCL Tech, Titan
and ICICI Bank.

On the other hand, ONGC,
Bajaj Finance, NTPC, M&M
and Reliance Industries were
among the laggards, tumbling
up to 2.06 per cent.

"Domestic equities saw a
brisk recovery from today’s
low mainly led by sharp
rebound in banking and IT
stocks.

Continued improvement
in COVID-19 recovery rates
along with likely commence-
ment of vaccination drive
shortly and sustained
improvement in key econom-
ic data defied weak global
markets.

"IT stocks witnessed strong
buying ahead of TCS’ 3Q FY21
numbers...Key economic data
for Dec’20 have been quite
encouraging, which along with
likely commencement in vac-
cination drive in India have
bolstered investors’ confidence.
Hence, domestic equities are
likely to remain in buy on dips
mode," said Binod Modi, Head
Strategy at Reliance Securities.

Rupeg skids 15
paise to 73.17
against US dollar

PTI W MUMBAI

The rupee depreciated by
15 paise to settle at 73.17
against the US dollar on
Tuesday, in tandem with most
Asian currencies as fresh
lockdowns in Europe and
rising geopolitical tensions in
the Middle East sapped risk
appetite.

However, unabated for-
eign fund inflows and weak-
ness of the American cur-
rency in the overseas market
restricted the rupee’s fall,
forex dealers said.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened flat at 73.02 against
the greenback. It swung
between alow of 73.27 and a
high of 73.02 during the ses-
sion.

HDFC Ltd
shares gain
nearly 3 pc

PTI W NEW DELHI

Shares of mortgage firm
HDFC Ltd on Tuesday
gained nearly 3 per cent
after the company said its
disbursement in the indi-
vidual loan category grew 26
per cent during the third
quarter ended December
2020.

The stock jumped 2.78
per cent to close at Rs
2,651.15 on the BSE. During
the day, it gained 3 per cent
to Rs 2,658.55 -- its record
high.

At the NSE, it climbed
2.84 per cent to close at Rs
2,651.85.In volume terms,
2.40 lakh shares were trad-
ed at the BSE and over
58.70 lakh units at the NSE
during the day.

Approval of Covid vaccine lends strength to
optimism on health, eco fronts: FinMin report

PTI W NEW DELHI

pproval of the long-await-

ed Covid-19 vaccine pro-
vides strength to the optimism
on health and economic fronts,
the Finance Ministry said in its
monthly economic report.

"The effective manage-
ment of COVID-19 spread
despite the festive season and
onset of the winter season,
combined with sustained
improvement in high-fre-
quency indicators and V-
shaped recovery along with
easing of lockdown restric-
tions distinguish Indian econ-
omy as one riding against the
COVID-wave," the report said.

The new year, it said, has
dawned with the approval of
the long-awaited COVID-19
vaccine and initiation of vac-
cination drives in various coun-
tries.

"This gives strength to the
optimism on both health and
economic fronts despite con-
tinuing surge in global cases
and the potential challenge of
a mutant strain," the Monthly

Economic Review for
December said.

India, the report said, "has
been successful in bending the
COVID-curve till now, with
reducing weekly/daily infec-
tions, rising recovery rate (now
at around 95 per cent) and one
of the world’s lowest case fatal-
ity rates".

The downside risk, how-
ever, remains due to the spread
of the UK variant and fatigue
from social distancing guide-
lines, it said, adding the empha-
sis on continued observation of
‘COVID appropriate’ behaviour
with the due exercise of caution
and surveillance needs to be
sustained.

Sharing improvement in
some of the high-frequency
data, the report said the sus-
tained spurt in commercial
and industrial activity was fur-
ther corroborated by continued
growth in PMI manufacturing,
power demand, persistent
improvement in E-way bills
generated and highway toll
collection rising above pre-
COVID levels.

money

Monthly GST collections
attained their record levels in
December.

The gross GST revenue
collected in December 2020
was Rs 1,15,174 crore, the
highest since the introduction
of Goods and Services Tax
from July 1, 2017.

The liquidity situation
remains comfortable as the
accumulation of dollars along
with the growth of currency in
circulation are enhancing lig-
uidity in the banking system
despite the average daily net
absorptions by the RBI rose in
December compared to the
preceding month, the report
said.

The credit growth
improved sharply as reflected
in strong non-food credit rise
and overall credit growth,
thanks to the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS), which continues to
support robust credit dis-
bursements to MSMEs, with Rs
2.05 lakh crore sanctioned to
80.93 lakh borrowers under
ECLGS 1.0.

Amendment in Raj

Senior Sanctioned

Journalist Samman
Yojana 2020

Jaipur: The State Government
has issued a separate notifica-
tion amending the Rajasthan
Senior Sanctioned Journalist
Samman Yojana 2020,
Rajasthan Journalist and
Literary Welfare Fund Rules
2001 and Rajasthan State
Sanctioned Journalist Medical
Facilitation Scheme 2005.

Commissioner,
Information and Public
Relations Shri Mahendra Soni
informed that after these
amendments, Rajasthan Senior
Sanctioning  Journalist
Samman Yojana (Amendment)
2020, Rajasthan Journalist and
Sahitya Kalyan Kosh
(Amendment) Rules 2020 and
Rajasthan State Sanctioned
and Paid Non-Approved
Journalist Medical Facilitation
Scheme ( Modification) will be
2020. He said that the above
amendment rules will come
into force with immediate
effect.

"Toll collection
FASTag in De

through
C INCreases

by over 200 cr to 32,304 cr

PTI W NEW DELHI

Toll collection in December
2020 through FASTags
reached ¥2,303.79 crore in
December 2020, recording an
increase of 3201 crore over the
preceding month, the NHAI
said on Tuesday. Similarly, toll
transactions through FASTags
recorded significant growth of
1.35 crore in December 2020.
The increased revenue comes
after the Government
announced mandatory rollout
of FASTag from January 1,
2021, though it has allowed
hybrid lanes on National
Highways till February 15 to
avoid inconvenience to peo-
ple."Toll collection through
FASTag in December increased
significantly by over 3201 crore
t032,303.79 crore, as against ¥

2,102 crores in November
2020," the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
said in a statement.

The monthly transactions
through FASTag increased sig-
nificantly by 1.35 crore in
December. "FASTag recorded
13.84 crore transactions in
December, which is 10.83 per-
cent more as compared to
12.48 crore transactions in
November 2020. Similarly,
With more than 2.30 crore
FASTag users, it contributes
over 75 per cent of the total toll
collection,” the statement said.

It said the dedicated efforts
of NHAL, receptive approach of
highways users and other stake-
holders has led to stupendous
increase in adoption of digital
mode of transaction at toll
plazas.

Realty firms may witness margin
shrink by 4- 6% due to steel price rise

PTI m KOLKATA

Surge in prices of steel
productsThat are used in the
construction sector has an
adverse impact on the real
estate companies as these enti-
ties are now not in a position
to pass the additional cost on
their buyers and may witness
shirking of margin by 4-6 per
cent, realtors said on Tuesday.

The steel prices have
increased at a time when
demand for property is slowly
getting back on the track with
the government measures and
low interest-rate regime, they
said.

Price of construction steel
or TMT bars had recently
touched Rs 45,000 a tonne in
some markets, which was at
least 30-40 per cent higher
than the rate in the pre-COVID
period.

"The steel price rise is hurt-
ing the real estate companies as
the property prices are under
pressure. The additional cost
will result in a shrink of gross
margin by 5-6 per cent,” Bengal
Peerless Housing Development
Company CEO Ketan
Sengupta told PTI.

Real estate industry body
Credai Bengal president Nandu
Belani said the spurt in steel
prices will reduce the margin
by 4-5 per cent, which is quite
high for the sector.
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Presently, only the resi-
dential sector has seen a revival
of demand, while the com-
mercial and industrial seg-
ment is still reeling under pres-
sure, and the high cost will dis-
courage builders to delay the
launch of new projects, the offi-
cials said.

We are not planning to
launch new projects due to
market condition and will
review the situation by the
end of the fiscal and then take
a call," Sengupta added.

Govt to hold national voluntary online exam on cow
science on Feb 25: Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog

PTI W NEW DELHI

The Government on Tuesday
announced a national-level
voluntary online exam on ‘gau
vigyan’ (cow science) to be held
on February 25, in a bid to gen-
erate interest among students
and general public about the
indigenous cow and its bene-
fits.

Announcing the first-ever
exam of this kind, Rashtriya
Kamdhenu Aayog (RKA)
Chairman Vallabhbhai Kathiria
said this exam will be held
annually.

Students of primary, sec-
ondary and college levels and
general public can take part in
the ‘Kamdhenu Gau-Vignyan
Prachar-Prasar Examination’
without any fee.

"For raising mass aware-
ness about the indigenous cows
among young students and
every other citizens, the RKA

Michael Hwang joins arhitration

tribunal looking i

nto

Amazon-Future dispute: Sources

New Delhi:Singaporean bar-
rister Michael Hwang has
joined the three-member arbi-
tration tribunal at the Singapore
International Arbitration
Centre that is looking into the
Amazon and Future Group
dispute over the latter’s Rs
24,713-crore deal with Reliance
Industries, according to sources.
The other two members of the
tribunal -- Albert van den Berg
and Jan Paulsson -- were named
by Amazon and Future. The
sources close to the develop-
ment said that with the appoint-
ment of Hwang as the presid-
ing arbitrator, the tribunal is
expected to meet soon and

begin the arbitration proceed-
ings between Amazon and
Future. The process could take
6-9 months before a decision is
made, they added. E-mails sent
to Future Group did not elicit
a response.An Amazon
spokesperson said the SIAC
Registry has informed the par-
ties that the arbitral tribunal has
been constituted. Amazon had
dragged Future to arbitration at
the SIAC after the indebted
Kishore Biyani group firm
signed a pact to sell retail,
wholesale, logistics and ware-
housing units to billionaire
Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance in
August last year. PTI

PM to dedicate New Rewari-New Madar
section of Western Dedicated Freight
Corridor to nation tomorrow

rime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi will dedi-
cate to the nation the 306 Km
New Rewari - New Madar
Section of the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor
(WDEC) on 7th January 2021
at 11 AM via video conferenc-
ing. Prime Minister will also
flag off the world’s first Double
Stack Long Haul 1.5 Km long
Container Train hauled by
electric traction from New
Ateli -New Kishangarh during

the event. Governors and Chief

Ministers of Rajasthan and
Haryana along with Union
Minister Shri Piyush Goyal
will also be present at the
occasion.

New Rewari - New Madar

0!0!0! Bank

nch Office: |CICI Bank Limited, Plot No 23, Shal Tower 3rd Floor

Bra
New Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh Delhi-110005

PUBLIC NOTICE - TENDER CUM AUCTION FOR SALE OF SECURED ASSET

Noti

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

below described immovable property mo
which has been taken by the Authorised
and “Whatever there is” as per the brief particulars given hereunder;

1] iso to rule 8(6
ie] movable assets

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest

Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the
rigaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Physncal possession of
icer of ICICI Bank Ltd. will be sold on “As iswhere is”,

“Asiswhatis®,

Sr. Nam: Details of the Amount Reserve | Date and Date &
No. Burmmr{s) ICo- S d t(s) |0 di Price Time of Time of
Borrowers/ with known Earnest | Property | Auction
Guarantors/ encumbrances, if any nma{ Inspection
Deposit
(A) (B) c) D) (E) F) G}
1.| Chander{Borrower), |Flat No.54, 3rd Floor Sec Rs. Rs. January February
Tejpal (Co-Borrower) | 34 Pocket 2, Block E3 15,91,148/-| 13,46,000/-| 30, 2021 05, 2021,
LEDELOO002384207 | LIG Rohini, Delhi 110085, (As on Rs. From 12:00 From
Area- 345 Sq.ft. Dec 1,34 600/- PM To | 12:00 Noon
8, 2020) 02:00 PM | Onwards
2. | Bamdeo Mishra Flat No.17, Block BS 4th Rs. Rs. January Februa
(Borrower), Shradha | Floor DDA, Sec 34, 15,04,312/- 13,46,000/-| 30, 2021 05, 2021,
(Co-Borrower) Packet 2 Rohini LIG, (Ason Rs, | From12:00( From
LBNODO00002385629 | Delhi, Delhi 110085, Dec 1,34,600/- PMTo | 12:00 Noon
Area- 3455q.f 8, 2020) 02:00 PM | Onwards

The online auction will be conducted

schedule.

Date: January 06, 2021
Qace: Delhif NCR

on

bsite (URL Link-http

M/s NexXen Solutions Private Limited. The Mortgagors/ noticee are glven alastchance to pay the total dues
with further interest till February 04, 2021 before 05:00 P.M else these secured assels will be sold as per above

The Prospective Bidder(s) must submit the Earmest Money Deposit (EMD) Demand Draft (DD) (Refer Column
E}) at ICICI Bank Limited, 3rd Floor Shal Tower, New Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh. Delhi- 110005 and there
after they need to submit their offer through the above mentioned website only on or before February 04, 2021
before 05:00 P-M along with scan image of Bank acknowledged DD towards proof of payment of EMD. Kindly
note, incase prospective bidder(s) are unable to submit their offer through the website then signed copy of
tender documents may be submitted at ICICI Bank Limited, 3rd Floor Shal Tower, New Rohtak Road, Karol
Bagh. Delhi- 110005 on or before February 04, 2021 before 05:00 PM. Earest Money Deposit DD/PO should
be from a Nationalised/ Scheduled Bank in favour of “ICICI Bank Limited" payable at Delhi.

For any further clarifications with regards to inspection, terms and conditions of the auction or submission of
tenders, kindly contact ICICI Bank Limited on 8584874809/ 8657476284 or M/s NexXen Solutions Private
Limited on 9710029933/ 9810029926/ 01244233933
Please note that Marketing agencies 1. NexXen Solution Private Limited 2. Augeo Asset Management Pvt
Ltd have also been engaged for facilitating the sale of this property.
The Authorised Officer reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without furnishing any further reasons.
Fordetailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visitwww.icicibank.com/ndpds

com) of our auction agency

Authorized Officer
ICICI Bank Limﬂid/

Section of WDFC

The New Rewari - New
Madar section of the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor is
situated in Haryana (approx. 79
Km, in Mahendragarh and
Rewari districts) and Rajasthan
(approx. 227 Km, in Jaipur,
Ajmer, Sikar, Nagaur and Alwar
districts). It consists of nine
newly built DFC stations in
which six are crossing stations
viz. New Dabla, New Bhagega,
New Sri Madhopur.

Lt Gen Tarun Kumar Aich, DG NCC,
inaugurates Republic Day Camp 2021

t Gen Tarun Kumar Aich,

DG NCC, formally inaugu-
rated the National Cadet Corps
Republic Day Camp - 2021 at
Delhi Cantt on 04 January
2021. The inauguration cere-
mony started with "Sarv
Dharam Pooja".

1000 cadets, including 380
girl cadets with 500 support
staff drawn from 17 State
Directorates covering all the
States and Union territories of

this camp which will culminate
with the Prime Minister’s Rally
on 28 January 2021.

Speaking on this occasion,
Lt Gen Tarun Kumar Aich, DG
NCC, welcomed the cadets
and congratulated them on
getting selected for the most
prestigious camp of the NCC.
He advised the cadets to display
the highest qualities of charac-
ter, maturity and selfless service
as well as the highest standards

decided to conduct a national
exam on cow science,” he told
reporters.

The Aayog has prepared a
study material on cow science.
The exam will infuse the
curiosity into all Indians about
cows and make them aware of
the unexplored potential and
business opportunities a cow
can offer, even after it stops giv-
ing milk, he added.

Further, Kathiria said there
will be objective-type ques-

tions, and the syllabus will be
recommended on the website
of the RKA. The exam results
will be declared immediately
and certificates will be given to
all.

Meritorius candidates will
be given prizes and certificates,
he added.The RKA chief also
mentioned that it has received
good response from varisities
for setting up a chair and
research centres on cow and
related issues.

Notice Inviting e-Tender

No.SSA/Esstt/Pre-Primary/Furniture/405/2020/3810 Date:05.01.2021
Mission Director, Axom Sarba Siksha Abhijan Mission, Kahilipara,
Guwahati-19, Assam invites tender through e-Tendering process
from reputed manufacturer of plastic moulded furniture for supply of
Low Height Plastic Table and Chair.

To participate in the tender process through e-procurement document,
bidder should have valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) and
have to register in the portal https://assamtenders.gov.in by
themselves.

The Bidder who have downloaded the tender schedules containing
the tender details, terms and conditions, from the website shall submit
their tender on-line on the website hitps://assamtenders.gov.in, with
proof of payment of non refundable tender processing fee of Rs.
5000/ ( Rupees five thousand) only in the form of demand draft/
Bankers Cheque drawn in favour of Mission Director, Axom Sarba
Siksha Abhijan Mission, Kahilipara, Guwahati-19, Assam, from any
nationalized/Scheduled Bank and payable at Guwahati. The tender
should be submitted on-line as per date and time of submission as per

prescribed schedle. Sd/-Executive Director,
SSA Assam
Janasanyog (CF/370920 Kahilipara, Guwahati-19

the country are participatingin  of discipline and conduct.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Indoor Medical Records of the patients
admitted during period of 01.04.2013
to 31.03.2015 (financial year 2013-14
and 2014-15) are scheduled to be
disposed of as per hospital policy.

Any patient requiring hisfher Medical
Records may approach the
undersigned within 7 days failing
which the records will be disposed of
without further notice.

Medical Record Officer
Kailash Hospital & Heart Institute
H-33, Sector-27, Noida

CHITTARANJAN

LOCOMOTIVE WORKS

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders are invited for and
on behalf of the President of
India forlhc following work :
Sk : [1]. Tender No. :
M!ﬁ!N)\BlJl’art-Z. Name of
the work : Consultancy
Services by NABL as per 1SO/
IEC : 17025 2017 for C & M
Lab of CLW, Chittaranjan.
Tender value (3) : 5,01,500.00
(Rupees five lakh one thousand
five hundred only). Cost of
tender document (3) :
2,000,00 (Rupees two thousand
only). Earnest money (%) :
10,000.00 (Rupeces ten
thousand only). Period of
completion : 90 (ninety) days.
Note : (1) Complete details
of Tender can be seen in the
Railways Websites
www.ireps.gov.in. (2) Date of
closing of tender submission is
11.01.2021 at 13:00 hrs.
(3) Contact No. : 9163340430,
Dy. CCMT/
CLWIC hm:ranjan

AD76 - 210

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Fakruddin@Fakru S/o Babu Deen R/o Near Halwai Ki
Shop, Near Umar Masjid, Vill. Behta Hazipur, Loni Distt.
Ghaziabad, U.P. has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence FIR No. 74/20 Dated 20.09.2020 u/s
356/379/34 IPC PS. Maurice Nagar, Delhi and it have been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
Fakruddin @Fakru cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Fakruddin@Fakru
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service
of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 Cr.P.C. have been
initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the
said Fakruddin@Fakru accused of FIR No. 74/20
Dated 20.09.2020 u/s 356/379/34 IPC PS. Maurice Nagar,
Delhiis required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 15.02.2021.
By Order: Ms. Gita,
Ld. Metropolitan Magistrate,

DP/826/N/20 Room No. 180, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI

4" FLOOR, JEEVAN TARA BUILDING, PARLIAMENT STREET, NEW DELHI-110001

OANO. 814119 Dates : 17.10.2020
CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA VERSUS APPLICANT
VENKTAKRISHNAN D RESPONDENT

To, DEFENDANT
3. WS SHUBHKAMNA BUILDTECH PVT. LTD. 197- E, PKT, IV, MAYUR VIHAR,
PHASE -1, DELHI-91

Whereas the above named applicant (s) has/have instituted a case for recovery of
Rs. 50,49,285/- (RUPEE FIFTY LAKH FORTY NINE THOUSAND TWO
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY FIVE ONLY ) against you and where as it has been
shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in the

| ordinary way therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make
| appearancein the Tribunal on 18.02.2021 at 10.30 A.M.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the day before the mentioned,
the case will be heard and determined in your absence.

“:" B\rOrderoﬂha Tribunal
DRT-Il, Delhi.

General public is here by informed
that this woman namely Poonam
Gautam Dfo Tarun Kumar R/o D-
398, Jahangir Puri, Delhi Age : 23
years, Height : 5', Face : Round,
Complexion : Wheatish, Build :
Thin, wearing blue & orange colour
m pr|nted suit, firozi colour shawl and
black colour chappal in feet, has
been missing since 24.12.2020. In this regard DD No.
92-Adated 24.12.2020 has been lodged at P.S. Jahangir
Puri, New Delhi.
Any person having any information or clue about this
missing woman may kindly inform to the following:-

PGOII&ITI Gam

SEARCH FOR MISSING WOMAN

MIDAS INFRA TRADE LIMITED
CIN: L65910DL1884PLC062379
Regd. Office: 301, 2633-2634, Bank Street, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005
Tel: 611-42633934, Email Id- midasinfratrade@gmail.com, Website: www.mitl.org.in
NOTICE
(A} ANNUAL GENERALMEETING
NOTICE is hereby given that the 26" Annual General Meeting of the members of the
Company will be held on Saturday, 30° January, 2021 at 04:00 p.m. at 2633-2634, Bank
StreetKarol Bagh New Delhi- 110005 (“Meeting”).
The Annual Report for the financial year 2019-20 including the Notice convening the Meeting
has been sent to the members o their registered address by post/ courier, and electrenically
tothose members who h: theire-mail Company.
The said Annual Report is available on the Company's website (www.mitl.org.in) and also
available for inspection at the Registered Office of the Company on all working days during
business hours up to the date of the Meeting.
The Company is providing to its members facility to exercise their right to vote on resolutions
proposed to be passed at the Meeting by electronic means ("e-voting”). The members may
cast their votes using an electronic voting system from a place other than the venue of the
Meeting (‘remote e-voting”). The Company has engaged the services of National Securities
Depositories Limited (NSDL) as the Agency to provide e-voting facility.
The communication relating to remote e-voting inter alia containing User ID and password
along with a copy of the Notice convening the Meeting has been dispatched to the members.
The Notice of the meeting and format of communication for e-voting are available on the
website of the Company: it the website of NSDL https:/f ting.nsdl.com/
The remote e-voting facility shall commence on Wednesday, 27" January 2021 from 9:00
a.m. and end on Friday, 29" January, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. The remote e-voting shall not be
allowed beyond the aforesaid date and time.
A perscn, whose name appears in the Register of Members / Beneficial Owners as on the
cut-offdate, i. e., Friday, 1 6" October, 2020, only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote:
e-voting / voting at the Meeting.
Any person who becomes member of the Company after dispatch of the Notice of the
Meeting and holding shares as of the cut-off date may obtain the User ID and password inter
alia by sending a request at evati com.com. The detailed p for obtaining
User ID and password is also provided in the Notice of the meeting which is available on
Company's website and NSDL's website. If the member is already registered with NSDL for
e-voting, he can use his existing User ID and password for casting the vote through remote
e-voting. The members who have cast their vote(s) by remote e-voting may alsc attend the
Meeting but shall not be entitied to cast their vote(s) again.
BOOK CLOSURI
The Register of Members and the Share Transfer Books of the Company will remain closed
from Friday, 22 January, 2021 up fo Friday 29" January 2021 (both days inclusive).

vith the Di

E-mall: cic@cbigov.in SHO : P.S. Jahangir Puri, :
Website: http://cbi.nic.in New Delhi 5
Fax: 24368639, Tel. No. : 011-27636000, 2
Tel.: 24368638/24368641 27631600 ©

By order of the Board of Directors of Midas Infra Trade Limited

Sdf-
Place : Delhi Rajqish qhopra
Date : 04.01.2021 Director
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Consumer behaviour

is evolving with
increasing preference
for personalised,
round-the-clock and
customised content that
ed-tech platforms offer
for the child’s
sustainable growth.
YOGESH MAKKAR lists
the predictions and
expectations from the
sector in the New Year

for the education sector. Though every

industry across the globe has undergone
a substantial transformation due to COVID-19,
the way it has disrupted education and bene-
fitted ed-tech makes it worth to call 2020 a
watershed year for the education sector.

To start with, the year saw an increased focus
of education fraternity and governments on e-
learning and the recognition that technology
integration is vital to make education easily
accessible, affordable, and personalised.
Additionally, 2020 has been remarkable for ed-
tech as it continues to disrupt the way educa-
tion is delivered and consumed. There has been
asignificant increase in online courses, e-learn-
ing platforms, upskilling programs, and video
conferencing tools.

Consumer behaviour is evolving with
increasing preference for personalised, round-
the-clock, and customised content that ed-tech
platforms offer for the child’s sustainable
growth. As we enter a new year, let us dig deep
into significant education system changes so far
and expectations from 2021.

COVID-19 impact on education industry

E-learning is easily accessible, flexible,
time-saving, convenient, and the best way to

The year 2020 has been a significant year

A

educate the masses. The benefits of e-learning,
its potential, and its approach are known to
everyone now as both seekers and providers
switched to the safe confines of e-learning dur-
ing the sudden outbreak of a pandemic. Instead
of buckling under the uncertainty of the pan-
demic’s impact, the educational fraternity cre-
ated a new space on the back of this unprece-
dented situation.According to NASSCOM, e-
learning companies have benefitted immense-
ly, and the industry is expected to reach $3.5 bn
by 2022. This is a significant rise from the ear-
lier expected range of $2.8- $3.2 bn.

Emerging ed-tech a boon for learners and
educators

In 2021, the ed-tech entrepreneurs’ prima-
ry expectations revolve around improving the
accessibility to education - covering a large num-
ber of masses from remote areas and promot-
ing digital versions of textbooks that are cheap-
er to purchase. As e-learning can deliver edu-
cation even to the outlying areas, it can help over-
come challenges related to accessibility to edu-
cation. Additionally, the ability to tailor tech-
nology as per individual needs is revolutionary
for those with disabilities.

Further, the lack of teacher supervision dur-
ing home tests is an issue of concern for par-

ents and educators. However, ed-tech can effi-
ciently handle this challenge by helping teach-
ers analyse data on how digital textbooks are
consumed and enhance the teaching and learn-
ing methodology accordingly. Some apps let
teachers conduct quizzes and generate imme-
diate results, allowing them to monitor every stu-
dent effectively and evaluate their progress.

Tech trends in education industry

With the incorporation of Augmented
Reality and Virtual Reality in the education sys-
tem, the traditional classroom learning experi-
ence has undergone a tremendous change. It
makes learning an immersive experience and
incredibly useful to explain complex subjects;
for example, it helps students view enhanced ver-
sions of the objects on their tablets, unlike hands
on experiments in the lab. AR and VR are mak-
ing unexpected changes in the education system
by helping students experience something
while reading about it. It will be interesting to
see the advancements it infuses in 2021.

Further, gamification technology’s adoption
will gain popularity because of its unique and
innovative concepts like incentive-based learn-
ing, likes, level advancement badge, etc. It will
enhance the learner experience and drive user
engagement by designing a more customised

offering.

Big Data, Artificial Intelligence, and Cloud-
Based Learning are other significant trends rul-
ing the education industry. Every learner has a
different learning capacity, rate, interest, and tac-
tics for grabbing information. The ed-tech indus-
try is continuously and rapidly adapting to the
learner’s evolving behavior by analysing, under-
standing, and developing custom content and
tests using big data and artificial intelligence.
They will play a more prominent role in the
future and help ed-tech form strategic associa-
tions with educational institutions. Additionally,
cloud technology allows access to resources
stored in a virtual environment, anytime and
anywhere, from various forms of web-enabled
devices. To offer enhanced access to learning
resources, more and more ed-tech companies
will incorporate cloud technology.

Summing up

The trends mentioned above will together
help the education industry deliver the most rel-
evant content and resources. Further, as more
people stay glued to e-learning, 2021 is expect-
ed to be a year of exponential growth for the ed-
tech industry.

The writer is Founder and Director, Kapdec

CLLQUOTE OF THE DAY

Give the pupils something to
do, not something to learn;
and the doing is of such a
nature as to demand thinking;
learning naturally results.

— John Dewey

SRMJEEE registration begins

he SRM Institute of
I Science and Technology,
Kattankulathur, (earlier
known as SRM University)
begins the online registration
process for its BTech entrance
exam, SRMJEEE (SRM Joint
Engineering Entrance
Examination). Qualifying in
SRMJEEE provides entry to all
the campuses of
SRMISTlocated at
Kattankulathur (Main
Campus), Vadapalani,
Ramapuram, and Delhi-NCR;
SRM University, Andhra
Pradesh; SRM University,
Sonepat — Haryana and SRM
University, Sikkim. For further
details visit www.srmist.edu.in.
Admissions to BTech pro-
gramme is only through the
common entrance exam, SRM-
JEEE 2021, which is scheduled
to be held in the second week
of April, 2021 in 127 Indian
cities and five countries (Dubai,
Doha, Muscat, Bahrain, and
Kuwait). Last year, there was an
overwhelming 1.52 lakhs of
candidates who participated
to gain entry to Indias No.l
multi-stream university.
Entrance examination date
and joint counselling dates will
be announced in due course as
per AICTE, UGC and
Government notifications.
Candidates applying
should have secured a mini-
mum aggregate of 50 percent in

Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry/Biology for all cam-
puses except for SRM

University,Andhra Pradesh
which requires the minimum
aggregate of 60 per cent in
Physics, Chemistry, and
Mathematics in Class 12 or
other equivalent qualifying
examinations. The admission
would be based on SRMJEEE
rank, subject to the eligibility
criteria.

Indians and non-resident
Indians can apply for SRMJEEE
2021. NRI candidates who
qualify in SRMJEEE 2021 and
thosewho also go through reg-

ular counselling will be treat-
ed as domestic applicants for all
the four years. NRI candidates
appearing for SRMJEEE 2021
can switch to direct admission
under International Category
in case of being unable to
secure the desired course in the
joint counselling by paying
International fee. NRI candi-
dates also have the option of
directly applying under the
International Admission
Category to get admission to
any program without taking
SRMJEEE 2021 by paying the
international tuition and other
fees.

SRMIST has an enviable
track record of 8500+ job offers
with a top salary of ¥41.6 LPA,
the highest pay by any univer-
sity for the graduating batch
2019-20. Around 625+ Top-
notch companies, including
Microsoft, Amazon, IBM,
CISCO, Siemens, PayPal,
Accenture, Capgemini, Hewlett
Packard, TCS, Infosys,
Cognizant, Wipro, ABB, L&T,
Ford, TVS, Schneider, Renault
Nissan, Cerner, GT Strategies,
Ford, Bioclinica, and Zifo
among many others, visit
SRMIST every year to recruit
our students.

The university offers a
wide range of scholarships to
the tune of 35 crores making
studying in the university
affordable to all. To apply and
for more details, kindly visit
www.srmist.edu.in.

It’s no rocket science to figure out
that behind every successful ven-
ture, there is an extraordinary group
of leaders. But you don't become a
leader within a day. Great leaders
come from varied walks of life. They
seldom follow any specific pre-
determined path to attain leadership.
While some are ‘born leaders; the rest
of them overcome obstacles and fail-
ures all along the way to become one.
Leadership skills are intrinsic quali-
ties that are hugely tough to cultivate
and requires a struggle to develop.
Gone are the days where the boss
gives instructions and expects his
subordinates to follow them blindly.
Modern leaders not only instruct but
also listen, collaborate, encourage
growth, and help the team members.
These leaders work tirelessly each
passing day to scale, empower, and

Be a true leader

Modern leaders not only instruct but also listen, collaborate,
encourage growth and help the team members, says NISHA PARIKH

Furthermore, leaders must assist
individuals to associate their vision
of the organisation and work accord-
ing to the objectives of the team.
Leaders listen, defend and help:
The most important skill a leader has
to master is listening. It signals the
foundation of good relationships
with employees as it clearly articulates
that leaders truly care for them. The
quality of listening determines lead-
ers’ quality of influence. Although it

iven today’s rapid technolog-
‘ ;.ical innovation, the semicon-

ductor industry can look for-
ward to growth. The semiconductor
industry has been a pioneer in digi-
tisation since its inception, offering
digital services and pursuing new
digital business models. Today, other
industries, notably automotive, have
clearly outpaced the semiconductor
industry in terms of digitisation.
That’s ironic, given that automakers’
own success in digitisation has been

Future Is bright

Al will be the catalyst that will drive growth cycle for the semiconductor

sector. PVG MENON tells you how one can make a career in the field

uphold the prestige of their organi-
sations. During a crisis, leaders
remain at the forefront while direct-
ing their organisations to overcome
the crisis. They take the responsibil-
ity and ownership of the organisation
and do what is best for their organ-
isations. They commence every-
thing by changing their attitudes and
building strength.

The significance of leadership in
organisational development is sim-
ply unparalleled. Below listed are
some of the fundamental ways
through which leaders can support
and uphold their organisations-

Leaders create leaders: Many
people believe that leaders need fol-
lowers. But the truth is that real lead-
ers create more leaders and not fol-
lowers. Modern leaders no more
measure their influence by the num-
ber of followers they have. In stable

times, aligning the organisation
around the vision of a single leader
seems focused and convenient.
Everything can be controlled by a sin-
gle hand in the right direction, right
speed, and at the right time. But in
difficult times, the ability to adapt
becomes predominant. The ability to
change is limited to an organisation
of followers. Led by a single leader,
the team might find difficulty in
adapting to new customer needs, new
technologies, economic environ-
ments, competitions etc. On the
contrary, leaders who create more
leaders can quickly adapt to the
change. In this way, the workload gets
reduced on the leader. Increased pro-

ductivity, growth, and confidence is
built assuring the well-being and
growth of the organisation.
Visionary leadership: Leaders
inspire and encourage team members
in visionary leadership to achieve
crucial yet rewarding goals and
objectives. These leaders empower
their teams so profoundly that
employees figure out themselves the
way to accomplish their unified
goals. If a team is committed, they
can accomplish incredible work. But
if the team isn’t heading in the right
direction towards organisational suc-
cess, they will be viable. Without set-
ting the objectives or involving them
in the process, no team can succeed.

.1

sounds easy, listening is a tough skill
to master. Another significant skill is
standing up for team members
whenever they need help. By defend-
ing people, a long-term commitment,
trust, credibility, and loyalty can be
established that further boost the
confidence levels of the team mem-
bers.

Teamwork: Exceptional team-
work is the sole aspect that hugely
contributes to an organisation’s suc-
cess. Leaders begin by forming a team
of skilled people who perform the
task like a pro. The second step that
leaders ought to do is to make their
expectations known. Assuming that
each team member knows what
exactly needs to be done is wrong.
The most important step the leader
should do is to encourage teamwork.

The writer is VP — HR & Marketing, Telebu

largely supported by the products
made by the semiconductor indus-
try. Now, artificial intelligence will
likely be the catalyst that will drive
another decade-long growth cycle for
the semiconductor sector.

Many employers prefer that
semiconductor processors have an
associate’s degree in a field such as
microelectronics. These programmes
are usually offered at community col-
leges. Students should take science
and engineering courses, such as
chemistry, physics, and classes in
electronic circuits. ESSCI have
developed many Qualification Packs
in the field of Embedded System, IoT
, VLSI Design & Verification Engg
which can help the candidate in gain-
ing the appropriate knowledge
required as per industry demand.

There is an emerging trend of
employers preferring semiconductor

processors to have a bachelor’s degree
in engineering or a physical science
because of the increasing complex-
ity of the manufacturing plants.
New semiconductor processors
need on-the-job training from one
month to one year. During this
training, a processor learns how to
operate equipment and test new
chips. Manufacturing microchips is
a complex process, and it takes
months of supervised work to
become fully proficient. Because
the technology used in manufactur-
ing microchips is always evolving,
processors must continue to be
trained on new techniques and
methods throughout their careers
While there are a number of
career opportunities throughout the
semiconductor industry, here are a
few types of positions that we typi-
cally recruit for within the industry.

Field Service Engineer: As a
Field Service Engineer, you will be
responsible for quality machine
installation and maintenance service
of complex electro-mechanical sys-
tems; analytical troubleshooting of
technical problems to component
level; and performing complete
installation, maintenance services,
and technical reporting.

Equipment Technician: In this
role, you will perform electrical and
mechanical troubleshooting and
preventative maintenance on semi-
conductor manufacturing equip-
ment.

Test Technician: Test
Technicians are responsible for
mechanical and/or electrical testing
of materials, devices, and products
as well as test fixturing and general
test equipment maintenance.

The writer is CEO, ESSCI

Accolades for Widhya

PNS B NEW DELHI

Mahindra University’s e-Hub incubated
e-Learning start-up Widhya, is now a
part of the fastest growing startup and inno-
vation ecosystem in India, T-Hub. Widhya
is an e-learning platform for students to get
industrial experience without having to

work at a company.

Widhya partners with various organ-
isations, takes projects from them and puts
it out for its learners to solve. What is inter-
esting is that, this isn’t traditional video-
based approach that has been adopted by
a large number of the e-learning players.
Widhya is India’ first real gamified plat-

form for e-learning.

“We are happy that a start-up incu-
bated by us at Mahindra University is win-
ning accolades and is now being mentored
and fast-tracked by T-Hub. We at
Mahindra E-hub help students bring out
proof of concept, mentor the students and
showcase their strengths and opportuni-
ties to industry experts, mentors and
investors. We work closely with startups
to bring them to a critical mass at the beta
phase with testing and trials, so that they
can take off with ease once they get to the
stage of formal launch. We are glad that
in a short time, we've been able to help
many startups and each success story moti-
vates us to go far’, says Dr. Yajulu Medury,
Vice Chancellor, Mahindra University.

PNS B NEW DELHI

opment and testing.

Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham, ranked
the fourth Best Overall
University in India in NIRF
2020, has inked an MoU
with Esri India, the market
leader in Geospatial
Information Systems, to
establish a Centre of
Geospatial Excellence on
Spatial Analysis and
Modeling with dedicated
facilities for research, devel-

The Centre would pro-

mote development of spe-

cific skills and technical ~munity resilience.

knowhow among acade- Talking about the
micians, students and the MoU, Dr Maneesha
industry around geospatial Sudheer, Dean  of
technologies and latest International Programs and

toolkits like Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Machine
Learning (ML) and geospa-
tial Big Data Analytics. It
would conduct certificate
and diploma courses, train-
ing programs and work-
shops, particularly around
geospatial technology
application areas to
strengthen multi-hazard

risk reduction and com-

UNESCO  Chair
Sustainable Development
and Innovation, Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
said: “This partnership
aims to enhance research
and capacity development
in Geoinformatics, Spatial
Analytics, and Modelling.
The collaborative initia-
tives will work towards sus-

Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham signs Mou with Esri

on

tainable development to
address quality education
(SDG 4), gender equality K Business School (JKBS)
(SDG 5), sustainable com- J

munities (SDG 11), and

climate action (SDG 13) by
engaging faculty, bache-
lors, masters, and PhD stu-
dents. They will help
enhance the existing cur-
riculum and educational
material, as well as develop
new educational approach-
es for effective teaching
and learning of sustain-
ability initiatives using spa-
tial geoinformatics.”

PNS B NEW DELHI

has opened its application
or PGDM programme
2021-23. Candidates are
requested to fill the applica-
tion form in online format
latest by January 30, 2021.
It is India’s first B-School
to have introduced business
simulation gaming as an
important criterion with a
weightage of 20 per cent in
the upcoming PGDM
admission. It gives an oppor-
tunity to students to get

PGDM programme

into the shoes of business
professionals and analyse
their analytical skills, think-
ing and problem solving
approach across various
functional areas of business
processes. While up until
now the section criterion of
PGDM course was based on
general aptitude tests, with
the advancement in tech-
nology it is also about assess-
ing the business acumen of
candidates.

Candidates can visit
apply.jkbschool.org/pg for
more information.
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The future of
education is
global, dynamic
and in-sync with
space and time
triggered by
unpredictable
rapid changes that
happen without
interruption and
notice, says

DR YP KOSTA

Anticipate and adapt

iven our present situation,
Gthe future of education isn't

as dramatic nor so dark to
predict. However, before we dive
into the future, it is imperative to
revisit how education has evolved
over time.

Even before the transition into
the industrial revolution, education
has always been delivered within
closed quarters. Initially, due to the
lack of access to formalised school-
ing and higher education institu-
tions, patriarchs transferred all
knowledge and skills to their kin,
while values and culture were
delivered by religious figure heads.

To this effect, the family-sir-
name evolved, attributed to the
kind of work a family or a com-
munity did for a living. Thus, a
social routine — a belief, culture,
and value; was established.

Next came the Industrial
Revolution — the age of mecha-
nisation; involving machines,
processes and men, advocating to
work in a controlled environment,
in a controlled way determined by
the factory-settings. Industry reset
the status quo as it demanded a
fresh new outlook and skill-per-
spectives.

Industrial needs was the brain-
child and revolutionised the con-
cept of schools. With each key
advancements toggling the reset

button - from mass manufacturing
to automation to the present data-
revolution. Each of them have
changed the way education is con-
sumed and assimilated.

Integration of digital tech is
just one amongst the many weaves
that constitute the future-educa-
tion-package. The future-educa-
tion is global, dynamic and in-sync
with space and time, involving
complex predictability, triggered by
unpredictable rapid changes that
happen without interruption and
notice.

Future-education-continuum
will need to account for anticipa-
tion and adaptability implement-
ed at scale with speed.
Incorporating these two attribut-
es is really going to be the corpo-
rate-view on education. For exam-
ple, educational institutions which
could anticipate and predict volatil-
ity due to COVIDI19 and imple-
ment a digital first transformation
strategy are leading in terms of
threat mitigation due to the fol-
lowing social distancing and lock-
down measures.

We predict the present model
of classroom style engagement
and knowledge delivery will reset
to the performing-theatre-stage-
model configuration, powerfully
networked and synced digitally
with data and holographic projec-

Universities
will integrate
and link with

industries,
research
institutes and
digital platforms
to offer courses
and programmes
in a phased
flexible
graduation
timeline that
happens
through credit
accumulation

tions wherein video led commu-
nity interactions to enable seam-
less training, skilling, exposure
and learning experiences.

Futuristically speaking, stu-
dent and teachers' age-bar may
vanish as there has been a huge
impetus on lifelong learning.
Teaching will continue to extend
beyond classrooms and institutions
globally. A complex combination
of students and teachers belonging
to multiple specialities at multiple
levels jointly affect education deliv-
ery standards.

As the delivery of education is
portioned, in terms of knowledge,
skills, and behavioural-experi-
ences, and the fact that not all can
be best taught by an individual
teacher nor within the premises of
a fixed located classroom; the stu-
dents will need to be exposed to a
wide ranging mentor network to
fulfil the total education-compe-
tency requirements. Thus teaching
methodology is distributed and so
are institutions, universities and
teachers.

Heavy investments are now
being considered to accelerate vir-
tual classrooms aided by AR and
VR tech which fulfils these needs.
There is also a huge scope of devel-
oping AI assisted teaching assis-
tants which will aid faculty to deliv-
er educational content more effec-

tively, thereby augmenting teach-
ing methodology.

Social scientists and tech entre-
preneurs also need to be roped-in
50 as to bring-in bilateral thinking,
self and team management, and
techno and economic-managerial
concepts amongst learners and to
sensitise them to the unique needs
of the education sector and simu-
lating genuine faculty-student rela-
tionships which are at the core of
advancing an individuals learning
outcomes.

Most universities will imple-
ment technological solutions to be
deeply linked, networked and in
sync to offer a more robust future
and industry ready student, which
considering current circumstances
and uncertainty is required more
than ever.

Universities will integrate and
link with industries, research insti-
tutions and digital platforms to
offer courses and programmes —
offering in a phased wise flexible
graduation timelines that happen
through credit accumulation.
Universities, industries and
research institutions will jointly
design and offer courses and pro-
grams and share human and other
resources (labs, equipment and
infra) to enable delivery.

The writer is Vice-chancellor,
Marwadi University

avenues

'Schools will ook
and act differently’

Learning is set to become personalised on
the dimension of speed of understanding,

interest in different subjects and language

of instruction, says SUMEET MEHTA

B What is the future of edtech sector
in India?

There are certain truths that won't
likely change for the next 10-20 years.
Core education will continue to be
offered in schools but schools will look
and act very different. There will be far
greater permeation of systems and tech-
nology to make schools run effective-
ly. Till about 12 years of age, mediated
learning (learning assisted by a trust-
ed adult) will continue thus teachers
will continue to play an important role
till high school but they will need to be
enabled by technology. Going for-
ward, learning will become more and
more personalised. This personalisation
will happen on the dimension of speed
of understanding, interest in different
subjects and language of instruction.
B How do you see the new academic
year for students?

The new academic year will signal
return to normalcy in terms of time-
lines. Schools in North and CBSE
schools can go back to beginning their
academic year in April 2021 whereas
schools in West and South can start aca-
demic year in June. But when schools
re-open, there might be still some par-
ents who are hesitant to send their chil-
dren to school. Schools should imple-
ment hybrid systems that enable both
in-school and at-home learning, both
in-class and online learning.

EWhat is something that schools
should do/ can be done when schools
reopen post covid?

Before opening, there has to be a

massive confidence building and aware-
ness building drive among parents and
the wider community. Schools should
put in place measures for student safe-
ty, student well-being and hybrid learn-
ing. These should be communicated to
parents via a dialogue. Parents should
be given a choice and those who
choose to keep their students at home,
should have an option for at-home
learning while understanding the lim-
itations of this choice.
EWhat can be done to curb the anx-
ieties of the parents of class 10th stu-
dents who will be writing their board
exams?

The way our education system is
currently structured, Class X still plays
a disproportionate role on a child’s
future. Thus it is necessary that over the

\
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Sumeet Mehta
CEO & Co-founder, LEAD School

next three months schools and parents
enable children to focus, practice and
enable closer teacher assistance where
there are gaps

EWhat does the future look like
with regard to NEP?

It is very important that we revive
the development and growth agenda in
education as soon as possible. India has
to not only bring back all the students
who have suffered massive learning
losses in 2020, it also has to ensure it
stays focused on improving the quali-
ty of learning outcomes in its schools.
It will be easy to get busy with survival
but true leadership would be to aim
high, and bring back students to a new,
better normal and not regress to 5 year
old levels of poor access and poor out-
comes.

BEWhat were some of the edtech
trends observed in 2020?

Schools woke up to the reality that
they are sitting ducks to any disruptive,
unforeseen situation because they have
been stuck with an age-old technolo-
gy - paper. Parents woke up to realise
that they had been paying for day-care
when they thought they were paying for
education. Online supplemental has
rushed in to fill the value gap. Tuitions
were always prevalent in India from the
neighbourhood tutor. Online learning
as replacements for tuitions, as replace-
ments for physical or centre-based test
prep has taken off like a rocket.

apps have bought an unprecedented

change in people’s lives with what not!
A smartphone has a world of its own. The
flexibility and affordability of EdTech
(Education Technology) affects not only the
future of the child, but also the future of the
country. The COVID-19 pandemic has
disrupted the education system due to the
closure of schools and other educational
institutions. Lockdown and these critical
times have brought a lot of obstacles in the
way of students’ learning.

On the other hand, this pandemic has
given the EdTech industry a fancy
opportunity. As people get locked into their
homes, online learning applications and

Smartphones and various educational

home-based technologies work as solutions
to all these problems.

The advent of educational applications
has made passive recipients of knowledge
more active and involved students by
providing access to audio, video lessons,
images and even virtual fieldtrip.
Applications enable students to solve
mathematical equations, understand science
in an interesting way, easily learn and retain
historical information, and acquire
knowledge that enriches their knowledge.

They have become omnipresent in
classrooms, resulting in learning, test
scores as well as attendance improvements.
Allen Digital Classroom offers application-
based learning and has found tremendous

MINDIT

appeal among students by providing study
material in a clear, concise and easy-to-
understand format.

It provides several high quality video
lessons that can be paused and repeated as
many times as desired. Also, students can
take advantage of it by taking lectures
anywhere and anytime of the day and also
take the module if necessary. The need for
technology has always found a place in
education, educational applications have
defined all the disadvantages and it has
grown to the status it holds today.

Enhanced parent-teacher
communication: Learning technologies are
instigated in several schools these days.
This technology also allows the teachers to
teach from their homes and further chat the
improvement of the student with their
parents. Teachers can appear to the queries
of the parents anytime and anywhere
through and make knowledgeable decisions
concerning the child’s growth.

Accessibility of online resources:
Online learning technology enables students
to gain access to a large library of

resources, including books, PDFs, exam
papers, and more. These resources help
students in their learning process.
Promotes remote learning: Online
learning has prearranged the advantage of
flexibility in the time and place to study.
There is a convenience of using the study
materials and resources at all times with the
students. This further delivers independence
to the students to study at their own pace.
Cost-effective: E-learning technology is

more affordable. With access to all students,

regardless of their financial and economic
background, e-learning tools are available to
them at low cost and provide them with
quality education.

Live streaming of lectures: Online

learning applications enable students to
participate in live streaming lectures by
teachers and professionals. Students can
enjoy real-time doubt resolution through the
use of advanced technology. It provides a
live experience of fine and quality learning in
the comfort of their home.

Technology is everywhere. It involves
our lives, making it easy and hassle-free. It
has created a more comfortable
environment than watching on a white board
or a single screen where millions of children
have been brought under traditional
theological educational programs giving
them unique opportunities.

The writer is Keshav Maheshwari, Whole-time
executive, Allen Career Institute

TRANSLATION (ENGLISH TO HINDI)

STUDY ABROAD

he National Centre for the
TPerforming Arts (NCPA)

has consistently worked
towardsince 2009, in partnering
with Citi has been offering schol-
arships to the young promising
students who seek advanced
training in the field of Hindustani
music. This year, scholarships are
being offered for vocal — khay-
al/dhrupad and percussions —
tabla/pakhawaj. The entries are
limited to the age group of 18 to 35
years.

Eligibility: Candidate’s bio-
data will be considered as his/her
application for this scholarship.
There is NO separate form to be
filled. Age limit: For khayal/per-
cussions - 18 to 30 years of age (as
off 1st March 2021). For dhrupad
— 18 to 35 years of age (as on
March 1, 2021)

Candidates who are benefi-
ciaries of other scholarship/grant in
the field of music during April 2021
to March 2022, are not eligible to
apply. Candidates who are full-time
/part-time working professionals at
any company cannot apply.
Professional musicians including
those with A'grade from All India
Radio are not eligible to apply

How to apply: In order to
apply; candidates must send in their
application (bio-data on music
education) via an email to
ncpascholarships@gmail.com.
Applications received in hard
copies through courier will not be
accepted. Only the applications

received on email id mentioned
above will be considered.

Application deadline: It is
January 15, 2021.

The National University of
Ireland Galway invites applica-
tions for the UG merit awards for
the academic session 2021/2022.

An undergraduate degree pro-
gramme in any subject field offered
by the university.

Eligibility: You must be a
Non-EU candidate, Must have
received an offer to study at NUI
Galway commencing September
2021 will be considered for these
awards.

Supporting documents: Pre-
qualification degree; Copies of
academic transcripts and award;
Certificates of English language
proficiency; A statement; A copy of
passport.

Admission requirements:
Entry requirements may vary
from course to course. Please go
through this page to get more
information in this regard.

Language requirement: The
minimum level of English lan-
guage ability acceptable for entry
to a full UG or PG is IELTS and
TOEFL.

How to apply: Candidates
will be required to submit a per-
sonal statement (MS Word, 500
words max) covering: Your inter-
est in studying in NUI Galway;
How you foresee your relationship
with NUI Galway developing in the
future. How you will promote links
with NUI Galway, both during
your scholarship tenure and as
alumni.

Application deadline: It is

AT FLIP RETAIL

Location: Work From Home
Stipend: 8,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/6671824
Deadline: January 14, 2021

VIDEO EDITING AT 7FRAMES
Location: Work From Home
Stipend: 320,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/6671828
Deadline: January 14, 2021

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (SALES)

AT VAYUZ TECHNOLOGIES
Location: Work From Home

Stipend: ¥10,000-312,000 per month

Link: internshala.com/i/6671830
Deadline: January 14, 2021

ONLINE TEACHING
(ADVANCED JAVASCRIPT) AT
CODINGZEN

Location: Work From Home
Stipend: ¥8,000-315,000 per
month

Link: internshala.com/i/6671831
Deadline: January 14, 2021

CONTENT WRITING (MEDICINE
AND NURSING) AT AUGMENT
SYSTEMS

Location: Delhi

Stipend: 316,667 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/6671833
Deadline: January 14, 2021

BUSINESS DEV (SALES) AT VIBES

Location: Bhubaneswar
Stipend: 5,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/6671838
Deadline: January 14, 2021

HR EXECUTIVE AT BUSIBUD
Location: Chandigarh, Jaipur

Stipend: ¥20,000-325,000 per month

Link: internshala.com/i/6671836
Deadline: January 14, 2021

we offer many opportuni-
ties to international stu-
dents during their studies and

At Newcastle University,

for three
years
mﬁll}]ﬁ@ after they
e graduate,
INy ERNsy whether
— they want
to remain

= inthe UK, return
home or emigrate else-
where.
We welcome the
announcement that The
= Graduate Route is set to
launch in 2021. This new
scheme will offer an opportu-
nity for students completing a
degree programme to remain
in the UK to look for work
and/or start a business.

The Graduate Route will
open in the summer of 2021
to students who have suc-
cessfully completed a pro-
gramme at degree level or
above. Applicants must in in
the UK with tier 4 or student
route leave at the time of
application.

Successful applicants at
degree level will be granted

A

Take the start-up

visa route

Students completing a degree
programme can remain in the UK to
look for work and or start a business

two years leave to remain in
the UK. Applicants who have
completed a PhD will be
granted three years to remain
in the UK.

A pre-requisite of the
start-up visa route is that the
individual’s new business
must be innovative, viable and
scalable with clear plans for
profitable growth.

Ravneet Kaur, graduated
in 2013 with an International
Marketing M.Sc. and co-
founded tech start-up
Equiwatt with CEO Johnson
Fernandes in 2016 after being
endorsed by START UP for
her Tier 1 Graduate
Entrepreneur visa.

She and Johnson had
previously been accepted onto
the Start Up Founderships
programme in 2015 to allow
them to develop themselves
and the business. “As an
international student, founder-
ships is one of the greatest
things that happened to us. It
was a crash course in how to
be an entrepreneur and it
helped us to connect with
regional stakeholders as well
as challenging us,” Kaur said.

NON-ROUTINE MATHEMATICS OLYMPIAD

nicus Olympiads, first
U Online Summer
Olympiad Exam, has
recently unveiled Non-
routine Mathematics
Olympiad (UNRMO)for the
students of classes 3 to 10.
This new Olympiad has
been designed to test the
students’ fundamentals and
make them accustomed
with non-routine questions
in the mathematics
examination. The Level 1of
the Olympiad is absolutely

free of cost for all and has
gained quite a momentum
in students since its launch.
Non-Routine
mathematics examination
enables students to expand
their thinking ability,
creativity, logical reasoning,
analytical skills among
others. Solving non-routine
mathematics questions
require students to figure
out the concept to be used
in a given problem and
requires them to attempt

the question as per the
understanding of the
concept. There’s no
standard way to solve such
questions. Students, when
they consistently grapple
with these challenging
problems, they acquire
essential problem-solving
skills and the confidence to
tackle the questions asked.

The Olympiad is a two-
level Olympiad Exam and
the exams happen in
winters.

FREE FUNDAMENTAL CERTIFICATION PROGRAMMES

pursuing upskill programmes is cost.

Even after having an option of
education loan, people are afraid if they
wouldn’t be able to pay back the amount.
Theefore, Careerera has announced the
launch of free fundamental certification
programmes which are open to Indian and
foreign students.

This series of two-eight hours,
depending on the program’s duration, will
cover key concepts introduced by industry
experts. The organisation has a track

One of the most common barriers in

record of training thousands of
professionals successfully via classroom
and online training.

It's mission is to be the most preferred
destination for quality education in the
virtual campus and to demonstrate
extraordinary commitment to every
individual that it serves. It's programs are
the most recognised programmes in the
world with 100 per cent placement
opportunities. You can begin with your
enroliment procedure by submitting the
application online.

IP VARSITY OPENS ONLINE REGISTRATION

s a final opportunity to
Anon—admitted

candidates of CETs & 6, 2021
National Level Tests based
programmes, the
university has opened
online registration for
special offline counselling
to fill up vacant seats in
various programmes. Last

date of online registration
for the purpose is January

The offline counselling
will be held programme-
wise at the university
campus from January 7,
2021 onwards on the basis
of registered data of
willing candidates.

Willing candidates are
advised to go through the
detailed notification in this
regard uploaded on the
counselling website
www. ipu.admissions. nic. i
n and register online
accordingly to avail
another chance of
admissions.
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Rohit to replace Mayank in XI

PTI ® SYDNEY

he Indian team manage-

I ment is weighing its
options for the third
pacer's slot with Shardul
Thakur and Navdeep Saini in
contention but Rohit Sharma is
certain to replace Mayank
Agarwal at the top of the order
against Australia in the third
Test starting here on Thursday.

While Agarwal's axing was
only a matter of time after
seven failures in last eight Test
innings, the choice for the
third pacer's slot has got a bit
tricky with divergent opinions
emerging on who could fit the
role best in absence of an
injured Umesh Yadav.

A few days back, Mumbai
seamer and useful lower-order
batsman Shardul Thakur was
considered a favourite but it is
learnt that there are some
senior players, who feel that
Saini, India's fastest bowler by
a distance, could be used to
unsettle the wobbly Australian
batting line-up with his raw
pace.

The Indian team had a net
session at the overcast Sydney
Cricket Ground on the day and
all eyes were on Rohit Sharma,
who looked pretty comfortable
against both pace and spin.

The decision on the third
pacer has been primarily
delayed because on Tuesday,
the SCG centre strip was cov-
ered due to overcast conditions.

On Wednesday, a look at
the strip and the conditions will
probably help them make a
decisive choice.

If the conditions are over-
cast and there is bit more
moisture on the strip, then
Thakur is expected to be pre-
ferred.

If the track is on the flatter
side, Saini, with his pace and
ability to reverse the old ball,
could prove to be a handful
against a batting order that is
struggling to put up even 200
runs on the board.

If Saini plays, it will be his
debut in the longest format
while for Thakur, it would be
like a debut as he couldn't even

i

i
-
-

finish his first over when it was
officially his debut two years
back.

There is a third angle to
the pacer's debate and that is
Thangarasu Natarajan, who
has had a meteoric rise in the
past four months and is ready
to be handed the red cherry in
whites as his tweet after
Monday's photo-shoot sug-
gested.

Natarajan has 20 first-class
games to his credit and his last
longer format appearance was
in January, 2020 against
Railways on a rank-turner at
the Chepauk where Railways
were all-out for 76 and 90
largely due to the exploits of
spinners Ravichandran Ashwin
and R Sai Kishore.

Natarajan bowled a total of
11 overs in that game with
three wickets. Whether
Natarajan is ready for the
arduous bump and grind of
Test cricket is the biggest ques-
tion.

India Expected Squad

(from 12 in batting order):
Rohit Sharma, Shubman Gill,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya

-

Rahane (captain), Hanuma
Vihari, Rishabh Pant (wk),
Ravindra Jadeja, Ravichandran

o
Ashwin, Mohammed Siraj,
Jasprit Bumrah, Shardul
Thakur/Navdeep Saini.

WS EXPECTS CENTURY FROM RO

The Australian wickets suit
Rohit Sharma’s batting style and
if he can see off the pacers with
the new ball, the Indian vice-
captain can conjure a big centu-
ry in the Sydney Test, reckons
former India batsman VVS
Laxman.

An injury during the IPL
forced Rohit to miss a major part
of the Australia tour, where
India lost the ODI series, won
the T20 assignment and the Test
series is locked at 1-1.

“The Indian cricket team
will be very pleased to have
Rohit Sharma back, especially
when Virat is not there. You
want more experience in the
Indian dressing room, because
now is the perfect opportunity
for us to go 2-1 in Sydney and
then probably win 3-1," Laxman
said on Star Sports’show Cricket
Connected.

"Rohit Sharma himself
would like to showcase his talent,
because I always feel that his style
of batting and talent is very suit-
ed for the Australian wicket.

"So, if he gets his eye in, if
he sees through the new ball, 'm
sure that a big hundred is on the
cards as far as Rohit's batting is
concerned," he added.

Rahul out with sprained left wrist

PTI m SYDNEY

ndia batsman K L Rahul was

on Tuesday ruled out of the
remaining two Tests against
Australia after sustaining a
wrist injury during training in
Melbourne, the BCCI said.

Rahul had not played any
match of the ongoing series in
which the third Test starts on
Thursday.

"KL Rahul sprained his left
wrist while batting in the nets
at the MCG during Team
India's practice session on
Saturday," the BCCI said in a
statement.

"The wicketkeeper-bats-
man will not be available for
the remaining two Tests of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy as

he will need about three weeks
time to recover completely
and regain full strength," it
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Get Subsidy upto ¥ 2.67 Lacs on
home loan Under PMAY Scheme
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Hurry up, it's Last Chance

SUPERMAX PRESENTS AFFORDABLE
FLATS UNDER HARYANA GOUT,
AFFORDABLE POLICY

RERA REGN. NO. : 343 OF 2017, DT : 27/10/2017
New applications are invited for allotment as per notification
no. PF-27/48921, dated 19.08.2013 of town & country planning

department Haryana.
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- Application form Date 15-12-2020 to 15-01-2021
- Application form Rs. 100/ Last date to deposit application form is 15/01/2021, Timing ; 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
SUFPER MAX AFFORDABLE HOUSING FPVT. LTD.

Cospadate Ofice : UG-80, Parket Mall, NH-1, Kundl, Sonepat, {(Haryana) Mob : 85428886685, 8542688886

(For more information visit website : tcpharyana.gov.in)

-

'y
added.

It has been learnt that the
stylish right-hander suffered a

sprain while facing one of the
three throwdown specialists at
the nets and had to call off his
training session.

For the time being, he
will not be able to add to his
36 Test matches although Virat
Kohli, before the start of the
Test series, had stated that they
were looking at Rahul as a
middle-order batsman.

Rahul had accompanied
the squad to Sydney and on
Tuesday left for India.

He will head to the
National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluru for rehabilitation.

The injury also puts him
in doubt for the four-match
home Test series against
England, which begins
February 5.

sport 12

Warner, Pucovski will

play in Sydney:

PTI B SYDNEY

‘warrior' that he is, David

Warner has done every-
thing to be ready and is likely to
compete in the third Test against
India, Australia head coach
Justin Langer said on Tuesday
and assured that lack of four-day
cricket for the opener in the last
few months is not a concern.

Langer also announced that
young batsman Will Pucovski
will make his Test debut on
Thursday.

Both Warner and Pukovski,
who was primed for Test debut
in Adelaide, missed the first two
Tests of the series due to a groin
injury and concussion-related
issues respectively.

"Very hopeful that David
will be ready to go (for the third
Test), he is a bit of a warrior, isn't
he? I'have said this since day one
that he is doing everything pos-
sible to be ready," Langer said at
a virtual media conference.

"He is moving pretty well.
He is very determined to play.
He loves the competition and he
loves playing Test cricket. We
will get some final eyes on him
at training this afternoon and we
will make a discussion on that.
But I would say, he (Warner) is
looking very likely to play the
Test match,” he added.

Langer also announced that
22-year-old Pucovski, who was
hit on the head during the
warm up game against India A,
has been cleared to play.

"He has been cleared by all
the medicos. He has been
cleared and that will be very
heartening for him and for his
family and everyone involved in
it," Langer said.

Langer sought to allay con-
cerns that Warner hasn't played
four-day cricket for about 12
months, saying the immense
experience that is behind the
opener will help him jump into
traditional format without any
fuss.

"He has played a lot of
white-ball cricket recently, a bit
like Steve Smith. Davey hasn't
played any four-day cricket for
about 12 months but he is a mas-
ter of the game. He has played
a lot of cricket, his experience

Langer

22,
5
N
| e
) -

will help him, no doubt about
that," said Langer.

The coach said they will
keep Warner in the slips to help
him save energy though he may
feel some discomfort while field-
ing.

"He is going to play with
pain though and it is not so
much in the muscle but in the
tendon area. Like (a) lot of
cricketers, who play through dif-
ferent levels of pain, he is will-
ing to take that on and hopeful-
ly won't hamper him too much,”
he added.

Warner had himself last
Saturday said he was "highly
doubtful" about attaining full fit-
ness ahead of the third Test,
though he would possibly do
respond to a desperate selection
and team management's call.

However, Langer assured
that if the Australians felt that
there was any risk of re-injuring
Warner, then they would have
certainly not rushed his return.

"He has had a good rehab,
as I said he might be little
restricted in the field, he might
get that area little-bit fatigued,
because he hasn't played Test
cricket for a while but we would-
n't take that risk if we thought
he would re-injure himself,"
said Langer.

Ings’ stunner down Liverpool

AFP B SOUTHAMPTON

urgen Klopp admitted
Liverpool are suffering a
rusty moment” after a 1-0
defeat at Southampton
extended the defending cham-
pions’ winless run in the
Premier League to three
games.

Danny Ings’s stunning
second-minute goal earned
three points which moved
Southampton into sixth and
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led to Saints manager Ralph
Hasenhuttl breaking into tears
of joy on the final whistle.

Liverpool remain top of
the table on goal difference
over Manchester United, but
have now played a game more
than the Red Devils, who
they face in their next league
game at Anfield on January
17.

“That’s a rusty moment we
have to admit it,” said Klopp,
whose side last failed to win in
three straight Premier League
games back in May 2018.

A first league defeat in
three months may hasten
Liverpool’s search for a centre-
back in the January transfer
window.

Without the injured Virgil
van Dijk, Joe Gomez and Joel
Matip, Klopp started two of
his first-choice midfielders
from their title-winning cam-
paign, Fabinho and Jordan
Henderson, together at the
heart of his defence.

Southampton had not
scored in their last three
games to temper their hopes
of a push for European foot-

ball, but took just two minutes
to break the deadlock in style
through former Liverpool
striker Ings.

Trent Alexander-Arnold
did not deal with James Ward-
Prowse’s angled free-kick into
the box and Ings perfectly
hooked his shot over Alisson
Becker into the far corner.

Southampton had key
absentees themselves with
goalkeeper Alex McCarthy
missing due to a positive test
for coronavirus, while Oriol
Romeu, Jannik Vestergaard
and Che Adams were out
injured.

Fraser Forster was making
his first Saints appearance
since May 2019, but the for-
mer England international
was rarely tested to earn his
clean sheet.

The visitors could easily
have found themselves 2-0
down before the break when
Southampton substitute
Nathan Tella was inches away
from his first senior goal.

If Klopp’s men were too
passive in the first-half, they
started the second-half with

the intensity they have made
their trademark in recent sea-
sons as Southampton were
pinned inside their own half.

Sadio Mane was the visi-
tors’ biggest threat on his
return to St Mary’s as Jack
Stephens made a last-ditch
challenge to block his route to
goal before Kyle Walker-Peters
was lucky to escape without
conceding a penalty for
obstructing another burst
from the Senegalese into the
box.

Thiago Alcantara was
making just his second
Liverpool start since a much-
anticipated move from Bayern
Munich, but even the
Spaniard’s range of passing
could not cut through
Southampton’s determined
defence.

“I started believing we
can do it in the 92nd minute,
not earlier,” said Hasenhuttl.
“They are so strong in front
you always believe something
can happen. We had to have a
perfect gameplan today and
luck. Without luck against
such a team you cannot win.”

any from general public that DCB Bank
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Proteas complete series sweep

AFP B JOHANNESBURG

Dimuth Karunaratne’s centu-
ry could not prevent South
Africa from completing a 2-0
series win on the third day of the
second Test against Sri Lanka at
the Wanderers Stadium in
Johannesburg on Tuesday.

South Africa won by 10
wickets after Sri Lanka were
bowled out for 211 in their sec-
ond innings. Set to make 67
runs to win, the hosts sealed
their victory half an hour after
lunch.

Karunaratne, the Sri
Lankan captain, made 103 after
starting the day on 91. His dis-
missal started a collapse in
which Sri Lanka lost their last
six wickets for 35 runs. Lungi
Ngidi took 4/44 and fellow fast
bowler Lutho Sipamla ripped
through the tail to take 3/40.

Karunaratne and Niroshan
Dickwella started brightly after
Sri Lanka resumed on 150/4.
Karunatne went to a 123-ball
century with two successive
off-side boundaries off Anrich
Nortje but an attempted pull off
the same bowler looped off a top

Dean Elgar with Man of the match and
Man of the series trophy AP

edge to backward square leg.

Ngidi followed up with the
wicket of Dickwella in the next
over when a leading edge car-
ried to mid-off and there was
minimal resistance from the rest
of the batting.

Aiden Markram batted
aggressively at the start of the
final innings but escaped when
he edged a loose drive against
Vishwa Fernando with his score
on 14 in the last over before
lunch. Kusal Mendis dived for-
ward from second slip and
appeared to take a good catch

but a television review showed
he had taken the ball on the
bounce.

Markram finished on 36
not out while Dean Elgar fol-
lowed up his 127 in the first
innings with 31 not out. Player
of the Series Elgar made 253
runs in the series and was only
dismissed twice.

It was South Africa’s first
Test series win since they defeat-
ed Pakistan 3-0 in South Africa
in 2018/19. A surprise 2-0 home
defeat against Sri Lanka in the
same series started a sequence
of three successive series losses.

Sri Lanka were hit hard by
injuries in South Africa. Four
players were injured during the
first Test and could not play in
Johannesburg, while leading
fast bowler Suranga Lakmal
and opening batsman Oshada
Fernando were unable to play in
either match because of injuries.

Captain Quinton de Kock
hailed South Africa’s first series
win in almost two years and
praised a young bowling line-up
who kept Sri Lanka under
pressure for most of the two
matches.



