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hen India and China were
W
preparing for talks last
week to defuse tension at the
border in Ladakh, the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) troops
tried to breach the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Sikkim leading to a minor face-off when
Indian Army intercepted the
Chinese.
Soldiers from both armies
were injured. The situation was
brought under control following
the intervention of local commanders.
China on Monday, however, denied that such an incident
ever took place. The Indian
Army, on the other hand, confirmed the incident and said,
“We have received several
queries regarding a face-off
between Indian Army and PLA
troops in the Sikkim sector. It is
clarified that there was a minor
face-off at the Naku La area of
North Sikkim on January 20 and

the same was resolved by local
commanders as per established
protocols. Media is requested to
refrain from overplaying or exaggerating reports which are factually incorrect.”
Sources said the injuries
were insignificant and minor in
nature and roughly about 20
PLA soldiers and four Indians
were injured in the melee. The
fracas took place when the
Chinese patrol tried to enter
Indian territory, they added.
The Naku La is located at a
height of more than 13,000 feet.
The latest stand-off
took place at a time when the
Corps Commanders of the two
armies were getting ready for the
talks on Sunday. The talks lasted more than 16 hours at the
Chushul-Moldo border meeting
point in Eastern Ladakh.
However, there was no tangible
breakthrough in the parleys.
The joint statement released
here on Monday said the two
sides had a candid and in-depth

exchange of views on disengagement along the LAC.
The two sides agreed that
the ninth round of meeting was
positive, practical and constructive, which further enhanced
mutual trust and understanding.
The two sides agreed to push for
an early disengagement of the
frontline troops.
Talking about the latest faceoff, an official said, such an incident had also taken place last
year on May 9 at Naku La when
tension was building up at the
LAC in Eastern Ladakh.
Mountain pass is known as La in
the Tibetan language. Even then,
the troops from both sides
exchanged blows after jostling
each other. The intervention of
local commanders prevented
the situation from escalating.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
daily briefing in Beijing on
Monday that he had “no information to offer” on the reports
of clashes.
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olonel B Santosh Babu,
who along with 19 other
Army personnel, was martyred
in a brawl with the Chinese
troops in the Galwan valley last
year, will be awarded the
Mahavir Chakra posthumously on the occasion of Republic
Day this year. This medal is the
second highest wartime gallantry medal.
Veer Chakra, the third
highest wartime gallantry
medal, was conferred on five
other soldiers.
All these soldiers had died
with Babu, the commanding
officer of the 16 Bihar
Regiment, in the bloody clashes on June 15 in Eastern
Ladakh.
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Kisan Morcha on
Sanyukt
Monday announced that
they will march towards
Parliament from different locations on February 1 when the
annual Union Budget is scheduled to be presented.
“We will march towards
Parliament on foot from different locations on the Budget
day on February 1. As far as
tomorrow’s tractor rally is concerned, it will give the
Government an idea of our
strength and they will know the
agitation is not just
limited to Haryana or Punjab
but it is an agitation of the
whole country,” said Darshan
Pal of the Krantikari Kisan
Union.
“The farmers who have
come for the tractor parade will
not go back now and will join
the protest. The agitation will

continue till our demands met.
Our stand remains the same,”
Pal told a press conference,
sharing the farmers’ plans to
intensify the protest.
The farmers’ unions also
claimed that around two lakh

tractors are expected to participate in their tractor rally on
the Republic Day in Delhi.
The rally is planned to be
moved into the city from the
Singhu, Tikri and Ghazipur
borders.

H`c]U^VUZRe`T`gVcecRTe`ccR]]j
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B

esides Indian media, a large
number of foreign media
has also lined up to cover the
“kisan parade” on January 26 in
the national Capital. A large
number of YouTube channels
from the UK, the USA, and
Canada are present to cover the
tractor rally.
Farmers’ protests have
drawn attention from across
the world and foreign media
has been highlighting the
protests which entered its 61st
day on Monday.
According to ground
reports, a large number of
international media, both print
and TV, has assembled at three
protests sites — Tikri Border,
Ghazipur Border and Singhu

Border — in the national
Capital to cover the tractor
rally. This is for the first time
since Independence the farmers will march in a unique kisan
parade with National Flags.
As thousands of farmers have
started marching towards Delhi
borders to participate in the
tractor rally on Republic Day,
agriculture organisations have
decided to hold similar parades
at State and district headquarters across the country.
Foreign media, including
BBC, Al Jazeera, Washington
Post, the New York Times,
Toronto Star, Reuters, the
Province, Hamilton Spectator,
CNN, CBC 24, Bloomberg,
the Guardian and the Sun,
were concentrated only on the
Singhu Border till date.
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JP national president Jagat
Prakash Nadda on Monday
gave assurance to Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur on working
towards getting a major airport
in the hill state to ensure its
growth as an international
tourist destination.
Nadda gave the assurance

to Thakur after the Chief
Minister, while addressing a
function at the Ridge Maidan
here on the golden jubilee day
of Himachal’s statehood, said a
major airport is the need
of the hour in the hill state for
the growth of international
tourism here.
Taking note of the Chief
Minister’s demand for a major
airport, Nadda, while address-

ing the function later, sought to
assure the Chief Minister that
he would work towards the
state getting a major airport.
Nadda said that the young
team led by Himachal Chief
Minister has taken a big leap in
the state's development, which
many leaders across party lines
had in the past initiated to
change the state’s landscape.
Nadda, who belongs to the hill

PccPRZ^]2^]V<?1Xccd*
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state, said the schemes initiated by the present government
such as 'Grihini Suvidha
Yojana' provided free gas connections to those households
that were not covered under the
Centre's Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana.
Nadda, a three-time legislator and two-time minister in
the state, also said that when he
was 11-year old, on this day in

?=BQ ?0C80;0

unjab Chief Minister Capt
P
Amarinder Singh on
Monday blamed AAP workers
1971 Himachal was conferred
the status of a full state -- the
18th in the country. The state
has progressed tremendously in
the past 51 years and the credit goes to the people and the
Chief Ministers of all political

parties.
The successive BJP governments also played a pivotal
role in the development of
Himachal, said Nadda, who
was re-elected in 1998 and
2007.

for the "attack" on Congress
MP Ravneet Singh Bittu at the
Singhu border the day before,
a charge the main opposition
party in the state denied.
Bittu was on Sunday
allegedly assaulted, pushed
around and his turban pulled

off in what he described was a
"murderous attack" by some
"mischievous elements" during
a ''Jan Sansad'' programme at
the Singhu border.
The Ludhiana MP's vehicle was also damaged in the
attack at the Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji Memorial where he
had gone with Congress'
Amritsar MP Gurjeet Singh
Aujla and party MLA Kulbir
Singh Zira to attend the event.

$;WTP[cWRPaT ?^[XRT<TSP[U^a !!(^Ug3_fYT!)SQcUc
f^aZTabePRRX]PcTS #7PahP]PR^_b Y^8QbiQ^QV_eb]_bUTYU
yana on Kurukshetra, Yamunanagar
X]7PahP]PcX[[SPcT) ^]AT_dQ[XR3Ph Chandigarh:Har
Monday reported four fatalities and Palwal districts.
linked to Covid-19, bringing
Gurugram (28) and
=PeSTT_BX]VWEXaZ
7TP[cW<X]XbcTa
the death toll to 3,014, while Faridabad (19) were among
?=BQ 270=3860A7

aryana Health Minister
Anil Vij on Monday said
H
that the State has vaccinated
1,05,401 Health care workers
till date since the launch of vaccination drive on January 16
and has become one of the
leading States in Covid-19 vaccination coverage.
On Monday, the Health
Department administered
Covid-19 vaccine to 33,215
Health Care Workers (HCWs).
In the coming few days all registered and eligible beneficiaries
will be vaccinated, he added.
Additional
Health
Secretary Rajeev Arora said
that taking further steps to
ensure better implementation
of the drive the Department
has decided to observe January
25 as Covid-19 Vaccination
Day with an ambitious target of
administering more than
30,000 doses of the vaccine to
Health Care Workers.
He said Haryana is set to
complete Covid-19 vaccination of all registered Health
Care Workers (HCWs) except
those who cannot be given vaccine as per guidelines (pregnant
and lactating women, persons
who are allergic to any vaccine).
On COVID-19 preparedness, Arora said that the state
has been handling Covid-19
pandemic effectively and was
able to strengthen medical
facilities as per requirement.

P]S036?A^WcPZ
AP]VTBP]STT_
:WXafPaWPeTQTT]
bT[TRcTSc^QTPfPaSTS

?=BQ 270=3860A7

n the occasion of Republic
Day, two police officers of
O
Haryana Police have been
selected for President’s Police
Medal for distinguished service
whereas 12 others will get Police
Medal for meritorious service.
A
Har yana
Police
spokesperson informed that
State Additional Director
General of Police (Law and
Order) Navdeep Singh Virk
and ADGP Rohtak Range,
Sandeep Khirwar have been
selected to be awarded with the
President’s Police Medal for distinguished service. Those who
have been selected to be decorated with Police Medal for
Meritorious Service include
Angrej Singh DSP Headquarter
Narnaul, Arun Deswal SubInspector 5th Battalion. HAP
Madhuban, Suresh Kumar SI
Rohtak, Kulwinder Kaur Lady
SI State Crime Branch, Hardev
Singh ESI Police Headquarter,
Joginder Singh ASI Haryana
Power Utility, Amit Kumar
ASI State Vigilance Bureau.
Parveen Kumar ASI Charkhi
Dadri, Deepak Kumar, ASI
Karnal, Didar Singh ASI
Panchkula, Harish Kumar SI
Panchkula and Joginder Singh
ESI Ambala.

118 fresh cases pushed the
State's infection tally to
2,62,929, according to a government bulletin.
According to the state
health department's daily bulletin, the new fatality each was
reported from Faridabad,

other districts which recorded
new cases of the novel coron-
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Chandigarh:
Punjab
Government on Monday said
the social media post regarding
closing the petrol pumps is
“fake” and Punjab Police’s
Cyber Crime Cell has started
the proceedings to take legal
action against the rumour
mongers spreading fake posts
to thwart farmers’ tractor rally.
Terming the post fake, the
state’s Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP),
Public Relations and New Age
Media, Amardeep Singh Rai
said that the Punjab Government
has never issued such notice to
close the petrol pumps in Punjab.
At the same time, he also warned
of stern action against rumour
mongers who spread such fake
news and rumours.
ADGP Rai said that notices
are being sent to Facebook,
Twitter, and other social media
platforms to remove the post
which is unauthorised. PNS
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GDPDJHRUORVVWRDQ\SHUVRQDSXUFKDVHURIWKLVSXEOLFDWLRQRUQRWIRUWKHUHVXOWRIDQ\DFWLRQWDNHQRQWKHEDVLVRIWKLVZRUN$OOGLVSXWHVDUHVXEMHFWWRWKHH[FOXVLYHMXULVGLFWLRQRIFRPSHWHQWFRXUWDQGIRUXPVLQ'HOKL1HZ'HOKLRQO\5HDGHUVDUHDGYLVHGDQGUHTXHVWHGWRYHULI\DQGVHHNDSSURSULDWHDGYLFHWRVDWLVI\WKHPVHOYHVDERXWWKHYHUDFLW\RIDQ\NLQGRIDGYHUWLVHPHQWEHIRUH
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unjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on
Monday appealed to the farmers to ensure that their Republic
Day Tractor Rally remains
peaceful, just as their antifarm law protests have been so
far. At the same time, the Chief
Minister urged the Centre once
again to heed the troubled
voice of the farming community in the true spirit of the
Indian Republic.
“Peace has been the hallmark of your (farmers’) democratic protests all these months,
and should remain integral to
your agitation in the days
ahead, including the R-Day
Tractor Rally into the national capital,” said the Chief
Minister, in his Republic Day
eve message.
“The sight of your (farmers’) tractors on Delhi roads
tomorrow will underline the
fact that the ethos of the Indian
Constitution and the essence of
our Republic is inalienable and
uncompromisable,” he said,

adding that the farmers’ arduous battle for survival “will
always remind us of this truth,
and it will always help us
remember (lest we forget), that
the principles on which stands
the edifice of the India we
know, and our forefathers
strove to build, cannot be
destroyed or demolished on the
whims of a few.”

extended his respects to all
those farmers who had lost
their lives in the prolonged agitation, which could have been
avoided in the first place or
could have been brought to an
end long back had the “insensitive” Government of India,
led by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) not chosen to stand
on unwarranted ego.

Lamenting that the federal structure on which India’s
polity is founded is facing one
of its biggest threats under the
present Indian regime, the
Chief Minister said that the
brazen manner in which the
three farm laws were pushed
through, without debate or
discussion, cannot, and should
not be accepted in the world’s
largest democracy.
The Chief Minister said
that their collective fight, in
which his Government was
standing shoulder-to-shoulder
with the farmers, was aimed at
protecting the federal core of
the Indian Constitution.
The Chief Minister also

SAD PRESIDENT CALLS
FOR DISCIPLINED CONDUCT OF TRACTOR
RALLY
Shiromani Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal on
Monday said that the peaceful
and disciplined conduct of the
tractor march on Tuesday will
be the harbinger of a huge victory for our farmers.
“I am fully confident that
the tractor march on Tuesday
will be a totally peaceful event.
Peace is the top priority for
everyone and the participants
in the farmers’ struggle so far
have demonstrated an unprecedented and commendable discipline. This has made this
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aking Congress-led Punjab
Government’s flagship
‘Ghar Ghar Rozgar and
Karobar Mission’ forward,
Chief Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh on Monday launched a
Mega Self Employment Loan
Mela from Patiala as a culmination to the special loan melas
held across the State during
October-December 2020,
wherein 1.70 lakh youth were
assisted in getting self-employment loans from various banks.
A token of 1,000 loan sanction certificates were handed
over to beneficiaries as a symbolic gesture across the state on
Monday, with the Chief
Minister handing over certificates to five beneficiaries. He
also paid a visit to the office of
District
Bureaus
of
Employment and Enterprise of
Patiala district at Mini
Secretariat. “More than 15 lakh
youth have been facilitated in
getting employment in Private
or Government sector or SelfEmployment since the
Congress Government took
over the state’s reins in March
2017, translating into 1100
youth benefitting every day

from the Mission,” the Chief
Minister said.
He said that during this
period, 8.8 lakh youth had
been facilitated for self-employment, while 5.69 lakh youth
had got jobs in the private sector and 58,258 in the government sector. The OctoberDecember 2020 drive had led
to a total of 1.7 lakh youth getting jobs/self-employment
opportunities, he added.
The Chief Minister
announced that with the
COVID situation now easing,
two job melas will be organized
every month in each district,
and government jobs shall be
regularly advertised this year to
achieve the already-announced
target of giving one lakh jobs,
of which advertisements have
already been issued for filling
up 20,000 vacancies.
The Chief Minister said
that State Government’s multipronged strategy on this front,
along with the pro-active new
industrial policy, had resulted
in on-ground Industrial
Investments worth Rs 71,000
crore in the State, thus generating additional potential of 2.5
lakh jobs.
Given the limitation to

appointments in the government sector, where only 13,000
vacancies are created through
retirement ever y year,
“Congress Government has
lowered the retirement age for
government employees to create new opportunities for
youth”, he said, adding that as
the COVID situation stabilizes, jobs would increase in the
industry.
The state’s Employment
Generation and Training
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, who virtually joined
the occasion from Amritsar,
said that the counseling services for youth interested in
going abroad through legal
means will begin on February
15 to protect them from
exploitation by unscrupulous
agents.
PUNJAB
LAUNCHES
NATIONAL GIRL CHILD
DAY CELEBRATIONS
In an initiative towards
empowering the women,
Punjab Govt on Monday kickstarted the National Girl Child
Day celebrations with a clarion call to the society to come
forward to protect the life and
liberty of girls.

2P_ceXacdP[[h[PhbU^d]SPcX^]bc^]T^U
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ith an emotional tribute to the unsung
heroes and to their families from a poem
W
recalling how “after years still, (we are) carrying the pain of martyrs”, Punjab Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh on Monday
virtually laid the foundation stone of the
Jallianwala Bagh Centenar y Memorial
Park at Amritsar.
Remembering the martyrs who sacrificed
their lives for India’s independence, the Chief
Minister slammed those criticising the State
Government for setting up their own Memorial.
“Every Punjabi has the right to remember the
unparalleled tragedy that paved the way for the
freedom struggle,” he said.
Terming the centenary celebration a happy
occasion, he said that he will also participate in
the national level celebration of the historic event
at the Jallianwala Bagh.
The Chief Minister announced a Jallianwala
Bagh Chair at the Guru Nanak Dev University
(GNDU) and a literary festival dedicated to the
memory of those who lost their lives in one of
the “world’s biggest humanitarian tragedy”.

Noting that the exact number of deaths in
the massacre was still not known, the Chief
Minister asked the state Tourism and Cultural
Affairs Minister Charanjit Singh Channi to
ensure that the research into the data is completed so that the exact number can be ascertained and small memorials also can be built in
their villages.
Pointing out that General Dyer had cited the
figure of 200-300 deaths of the 5000 people he
said had gathered there, Capt Amarinder said
that Gandhiji had put the figure at 1500, of which
the names of only 492 martyrs were currently
available.
Recalling his visit to the Cellular Jail at Kala
Pani, where there were many names of Punjabis
which nobody is aware of, the Chief Minister
directed Channi to also get the information
researched and compiled. “The State
Government would also build memorials for
them in Punjab,” he announced.
On the occasion, Channi honoured 29 family members from amongst 492 identified families of the Jallianwala Bagh martyrs so far by
district administration Amritsar with a kalash
(urn) and a shawl.

movement one of the most
unique democratic events in
recent history. It is remarkable
that hundreds of thousands of
people have been protesting for
over two months now in a most
peaceful manner, despite
provocations and conspiracies
against them. Everyone participating in this movement
and all Punjabis deserve full
credit for this,” said Sukhbir.
SAD chief, at the same
time, urged the Central

Government “to ensure that the
Police and other law enforcing
agencies deal with the March
tomorrow with utmost sensitivity and patience”. Sukhbir has
also issued directions to the
party workers, taking part in
the March, to act as “vigilantes for peace”.
SECURITY TIGHTENED IN
PUNJAB AND HARYANA
Security has been stepped
up across Punjab and Haryana

ahead of Republic Day celebrations on Tuesday. Adequate
security personnel have been
deployed in Haryana’s Sonipat,
Panipat
and
Jhajjar,
the districts near the national
Capital, in view of the farmers’
tractor parade in Delhi on
January 26.
Services of bomb disposal
squad and sniffer dog units
were being taken to sensitise
the vulnerable places across
Punjab and Haryana, and the

vehicles entering the two states
were being checked thoroughly, officials said.
Sonipat’s Superintendent
of Police Jashandeep Randhawa
said police have made
foolproof security arrangements to ensure Republic
Day celebrations pass
off smoothly.
Traffic diversion plans have
been put in place as the tractor
parade is likely to cause some
disruptions. “We are coordi-

nating with neighbouring districts Karnal and Panipat so
that heavy vehicle traffic can be
diverted from there,” he said.
Haryana Police has issued
an advisory stating that in
view of the security and traffic
arrangements for Republic Day
and the tractor parade, there
would be disruptions in vehicular movement on the national highway from Karnal and
Rohtak towards Delhi during
January 25-27.
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he Centre on Monday
refuted the claim that the
T
portrait of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose unveiled by
President Ram Nath Kovind in
‘Rashtrapati Bhawan’ was “fake”
and that of Bengali actor
Prosenjit Chatterjee, who had
played the role of Bose in a
film.
This is yet another controversy over which BJP and TMC
have clashed with each other as
the latter charged the former
with showing disrespect to
‘Netaji’.
Terming the debate as
“fake”,
the
C entral
Government clarified that the
portrait of Netaji in
‘Rashtrapati Bhavan’ is based
on an original photo of the
freedom fighter. “Shows how
the entire debate is fake and
based on poor research,” the
Government said.
President Kovind on
January 23 unveiled a portrait
of Bose at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to mark the beginning
of celebrations to commemo-

rate the freedom fighter’s
125th birth anniversary.
TMC MP Mahua Moitra,
however, claimed on Twitter
that there was a mix-up and
that the portrait unveiled by
the President was not of Netaji
but of actor Prosenjit.
Actor Prosenjit played
Bose in a 2019 Bengali film
Gumnaami, which deals with
the freedom fighter’s death
mystery.
The ‘Gumnami Baba’, who
lived in an out-house of ‘RamBhawan” at Faizabad, UP,
since 1983, died in 1985,
without anyone, outside his
close followers, ever seeing
him.
It is claimed by some that
he was Netaji himself living in
anonymity. After his death,
bundles of The Pioneer daily,
besides other things, were
also reportedly recovered
from his mysterious dwelling.
The TMC MP not only
attacked the Central government over the alleged faux pas
but also had a dig at the
President. The TMC MP
tweeted, “After donating C5

lakh to the Ram temple the
President honours Netaji by
unveiling a portrait of
Prasenjit, the actor who played
him in biopic. God Save India
(because this government certainly can’t),” Moitra said.
According to an official
statement, the portrait of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
was unveiled at the
‘Rashtrapati Bhavan’ to mark
the beginning of year-long
celebrations to commemorate
his 125th birth anniversary.
The Government has
decided to observe January 23
as “Parakram Divas” to commemorate the birth anniversary of Bose, who was born on
this day in 1897.
BJP sources said the photo
was provided by Netaji’s family to famous Padma Shri
award-winning artist Paresh
Maity, who painted the portrait. “The photo does not
resemble Prosenjit at all. It is
an unnecessary controversy,”
the sources said.
Chandra Kumar Bose,
Netaji’s grand-nephew and a
member of the BJP, also posted on the micro-blogging site
that the portrait was based on
the leader’s original photograph.
In fact, Prosenjit also himself tweeted to put the controversy to rest: “Would like to
congratulate Paresh Maity for
the wonderful piece of art in
remembrance of our National
hero Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose. As an Actor, I’m elated
that people thought, that the
painting resembles my character in Gumnami.”
TMC MP Moitra has since
deleted her tweet.
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resident Ram Nath Kovind
on Monday paid tributes to
P
farmers saying every Indian is
grateful to them for ensuring
food security in our vast and
populous country, and gave the
assurance that the Government
is devoted to farmers’ welfare.
“Every Indian salutes our
farmers, who have made our
vast and populous country
self-reliant in food-grains and
dairy products. Despite adversities of nature, numerous other
challenges and the COVID-19
pandemic, our farmers sustained the agricultural production,” he said in his address
on the eve of the 72nd Republic
Day.
“A grateful nation is fully
committed to the welfare of our
farmers. Just as our hardworking farmers ensure food security for the country, the brave
soldiers of the armed forces
ensure security of our national boundaries amid severest
conditions,” Kovind said.
The comments by the
President come against the
backdrop of the ongoing agitation by farmers against three
new farm laws.

resident Ram Nath Kovind
on Monday termed the sucP
cessful conduct of elections
during pandemic an extraordinary achievement of our
democracy and said that the
right to vote must be respected, noting that people around
the world have struggled a lot
to earn this right.
Addressing through virtual mode an event to celebrate
the 11th National Voters’ Day,
Kovind said even in America,
one of the leading democracies
in the world, people had to
undertake decades of struggle
to get this right. In Britain,
women got the right to vote
after a long fight, he said.
The condition was similar
in India before Independence.

But after India earned its freedom, anyone of 21 years of age
and above were allowed to
vote which was later reduced to
18, he said. “We should always
respect the valuable right to
vote. The right to vote is not a
simple right. People around the
world have struggled a lot for
this. Since Independence, our
Constitution has given equal
voting rights to all citizens
without any discrimination on
the basis of merit, religion, race,
caste,” Kovind said.
For his part, Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad defended
the Electronic Voting Machine,
describing it as an instrument
designed to empower the ordinary Indian. “We can have
difference of opinion on the use
of electronic voting machine.
But can we deny that the EVM

is an instrument which has
given power to nearly all the
political formations of India in
different parts, in varying
degree,” he asked. Opposition
leaders including Jairam
Ramesh of Congress and Derek
O’Brien of the Trinamool
Congress were present when
Prasad made these remarks.
Some parties have on multiple occasions questioned the
reliability of the EVMs. The
Election Commission has all
along maintained that the
machines are tamper-proof.
Prasad also launched the eEPIC programme and distributed e-EPICs and Elector
Photo Identity Cards to five
new voters. Three publications were also launched by
Prasad.
The electronic version of
the voters’ photo identity card
can be stored on mobile phones
and downloaded on personal
computers.
Chief
Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora said
that the mock trials for remote
voting facility for electors
would begin soon. A research
project on remote voting using
cutting-edge technology has
already begun, he revealed.
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he Congress on Monday
lashed out at Prime Minister
T
Narendra Modi stating that his
alleged silence over the Chinese
encroachment in the country’s
border, was increasing the
enemy’s spirits.
Taking to Twitter, former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
stated that China is expanding
its occupation into the Indian
territory, while the Prime
Minister has not said the word
‘China’ for months. Slamming
PM Modi, the Congress leader
said, “Mr 56-inch,” who had
promised to never compromise
the border security, could start
by saying the word ‘China’.
Congress chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala also
attacked the Prime Minister,
stating that his alleged silence
over the Chinese encroachment in the country’s border,
was increasing the enemy’s spirits. He called on the government
to come to clear the situation
along the border and to take the
nation in confidence.
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rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday lauded
P
the contribution of children in
raising awareness about handwashing during the Covid-19
pandemic, and said that a programme tastes success if they
become part of it. In an interaction with the ‘Pradhan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar’awardees via video
conferencing, Modi praised
the winners and said they
should never stop working and
stay humble all the time.

The President said the path
to reforms in the initial stages
may cause misapprehensions,
but the government is devoted
to farmers’ welfare.
“Economic reforms have
continued apace and have been
supplemented by long-pending
reforms in the areas of labour
and agriculture through legislation. The path to reform at
the initial stages may cause
misapprehensions.
However, it is beyond
doubt that the government
remains singularly devoted to
farmers’ welfare,” he said.
Kovind said the country’s
farmers, soldiers and scientists
deserve special appreciation
and the entire nation is grateful to them.
“From space to the farms,
from educational institutions to
hospitals, the community of
scientists has enriched our life
and work. Our scientists have
been working day and night for
decoding the Coronavirus and
they have succeeded in developing the vaccine in record
time. With this accomplishment, our scientists have added
a glorious chapter of contribution to the well-being of
humanity.
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New Delhi: Foreign invaders
chose Ram temple for demolition because they knew that
the soul of India resides there,
said Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Sunday.
Speaking at a felicitation
event for donors of Shri Ram
Janam Bhoomi Mandir Nidhi
Samarpan Abhiyan in Delhi,
the Union Minister said that
a “historical mistake” was
corrected
on
December 6, 1992, with the
demolition of Babri Mosque
in Ayodhya.
When foreign invaders
like Babur came to India,
why did they choose the Ram
temple for demolition because
they knew that the soul of the
country resides in Ram temple.

Thirty-two children have
been chosen for the Pradhan
Mantri Bal Puraskar this year
for displaying valour, exceptional abilities and outstanding
accomplishments in various
fields, including arts, culture,
archery and swimming.
Modi asked them to work
for the country, urging them to
think of what they can do as the
nation approaches the 75th
year of its Independence. The
Prime Minister also asked them
to read biographies and said it
will keep inspiring them. Union
Minister Smriti Irani also inter-

acted with the children.
Jyoti Kumari, 16, cycled to
her native place Darbhanga district in Bihar from Gurgaon in
Haryana covering around 1,200
km with her father on the rear
carrier amid the nationwide
lockdown in May last year. She
has been awarded for her bravery. “During the COVID-19
lockdown, she traversed 1,200
kms from Sikandarpur in
Haryana to Darbhanga in Bihar
to reach home,” the citation
issued for her by the Women
and Child Development
Ministry said.
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RPF Assistant Sub
C
Inspector (ASI) Mohan Lal
who “chased and fired” at an
explosives-laden car that
rammed into a force bus in
Pulwama killing him and 39
troops onboard in 2019 has
been decorated with the highest police medal for gallantry
on the eve of the Republic Day
on Monday. A total of 207
police bravery medals were
declared by the Government
apart from 89 President’s police
medals for distinguished service and 650 police medals for
meritorious service, as per a list
published by the Union Home
Ministry.
Only two police personnel
have been decorated with the
top category President’s Police
Medal for Gallantry (PPMG)
this time, CRPF’s Lal and late
Jharkhand Police ASI Banua
Oraon. As many as 205 personnel have been decorated
with the second-highest police
medal for gallantry or the
PMG. 50-year-old ASI Lal was
the picket commander of the
CRPF road opening party
deployed on February 14, 2019
at milestone number 272 near
the BSNL Tower in Lethpora,
Pulwama on the JammuSrinagar highway when the
dastardly terror attack was carried out by the Jaish-eMohammad terrorist outfit.
The attack car was being
driven by suicide bomber Adil
Ahmed Dar with about 200 kgs
of explosives inside. The CRPF
said Lal, after passing of few
vehicles of the cavalcade,
noticed this car “running
alongside the convoy and trying to enter between the convoy vehicles.” The brave official
“signalled and chased the car to
stop but could not match its
speed”. “Ultimately, finding no
other option, he fired towards
the suspicious car to stop but
the car rammed into a nearby
running CRPF bus and a huge
blast took place,” the force
said. The massive blast killed a
total of 40 CRPF personnel, 39

on the bus and Lal, it said.
The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), the lead force for
anti-Naxal operations and
counter-terrorist operations in
Jammu and Kashmir, also led
the gallantry medals tally with
a total 69 medals (1 PPMG and
68 PMG) followed by 52
earned by the JK Police, 20 by
the Border Security Force, 17
by the Delhi Police and 13 by
Maharashtra Police and others.
Two personnel of the IndoTibetan Border Police (ITBP)
force, tasked to guard the Line
of Actual Control with China,
have also been given the police
medal for gallantry.
Deputy Commandant
Rajesh Kumar Luthra has been
decorated for displaying
courage and presence of mind
to defuse a faceoff with
Chinese troops at Ladakh in
July, 2019 while another officer of the border guarding
force, Assistant Commandant
Anurag Kumar Singh, has
been given a gallantry medal
for the second time for undertaking a counter-terrorist
operation in Jammu and
Kashmir in 2017.
The other recipients from
ITBP include Inspector
General (IG) Deepam Seth,
awarded the meritorious service medal, and Deputy IG
(veterinar y)
Sudhakar
Natarajan who has been
bestowed the distinguished
service medal. Seth, a 1995batch Indian Police Service
officer of Uttarakhand cadre,
is heading the ITBP northwest
frontier formation based in
Ladakh since mid-2019.
Delhi Police officer
Mahesh Bhardwaj, deputed as
Senior Superintendent of
Police in the CBI to probe
extrajudicial killings in
Manipur, has been awarded
the President’ Police Medal for
Distinguished Service on the
occasion of Republic Day.
Bhardwaj, who joined Delhi
Police
as
Assistant
Commissioner in the year
1993, has worked extensively
with United Nations Police,

Andaman Nicobar and
Mizoram police, National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) and the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
In February, 2018, he was
deputed in the CBI on the
direction of Supreme Court to
associate with the investigation
of alleged extra judicial killings
and human rights violations by
security forces in Manipur.
BSF’s
Assistant
Commandant Gajender Singh,
ASI Braj Kishore Yadav,
Constables Amresh Kumar
and Abhijit Nandy were
awarded gallantry awards
posthumously. Gallantr y
awards were given to DIG
Surjeet Singh Guleria, DIG
Hari Lal and Assistant
Commandants Raman Gupta
and Prateek Vashishth. Medals
for distinguished service were
awarded to DIGs Umesh
Kumar Nayal, Surjit Singh,
Dharmendra Pareek, Ajit
Kumar Tete and Ranveer
Singh Shaktawat.
Officers and personnel of
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) have been
awarded with the prestigious
‘Police Medal for Meritorious
Service’ on the occasion of
Republic Day-2021. The Police
Medal for Meritorious Service
is awarded to the personnel of
Central police and security
organization who have completed a minimum service of 18
years. The medal is awarded to
personnel for their commendable work whether operational
or administrative. Love Kumar,
Second-in-Command,
Surendra Kumar, Assistant
Commandant, Inspector
Ramakant Singh and Assistant
Sub-Inspector Moenuddin
Khan have been awarded with
the ‘Police Medal for
Meritorious Service’ in recognition to their outstanding services. So far 10 NDRF
Officers/personnel have been
awarded with President’s Police
Medal for Distinguished Service
and 74 personnel with Police
Medal for Meritorious Service,
said NDRF in statement.
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resident Ram Nath Kovind
on Monday awarded
P
Padma Vibhushan awards to
seven eminent persons including
late
singer
SP
Balasubramanian and Japan’s
former Prime Minister Shinzo

Abe and noted archeologist
B.B.Lal who headed excavation
of Ayodhya. Others are famous
doctor BM Hegde, spiritual
leader Maulana Wahinduddin
Khan, artist Sudarshan Sahoo
and US based scientist late
Narinder Singh Kapany.
10 persons were awarded
Padma Bhushan including late
Chief Ministers of Gujarat and
Assam Keshubhai Patel and
Tarun Gogoi and former Union
Minister late Ram Vilas
Paswan. Former Lok Sabha
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan and
Nripendra Misra, former
Principal Secretary of Prime
Minister. Other who got Padma
Bhushan are Tarlochan Singh,

former Chairman of Minorties
Commission, spiritual leader
late Kalbe Sadiq, noted singer
K.S. Chitra, Chandrasekhar
Kambara, writer from
Karnataka and industrialist RD
Shroff.
102 persons are awarded
Padma Shri. “This year the
President has approved conferment of 119 Padma Awards
including 1 duo case (in a duo
case, the Award is counted as
one) as per list below. The list
comprises
7
Padma
Vibhushan, 10 Padma
Bhushan and 102 Padma Shri
Awards. 29 of the awardees are
women and the list also
includes 10 persons from the

categor y
of
Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI, 16
Posthumous awardees and 1
transgender awardee,” said
Government in a statement.
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%HLQJFHOHEUDWHGLQWKHPLGVWRIDUDJLQJSDQGHPLF
WKLV\HDU¶VSDUDGHZLOOUHJLVWHUPDQ\ILUVWV

7

KH5HSXEOLF'D\LVDOODERXWSRPSVKRZDQGJDLHW\3ULPDULO\LWVKRZFDVHV
,QGLD·VPLOLWDU\PLJKWDQGIHDWXUHVLWVWDQNVPLVVLOHVWRUSHGRHVVXEPDULQHV
ILJKWHUMHWVDQGRIFRXUVHLWVPHQ7KHHYHQWUHODWHGWRWKHQDWLRQ·VSURZHVV
LVDFFHQWXDWHGE\WDEOHDX[GLVSOD\LQJWKHULFKFXOWXUDOKHULWDJHGLYHUVLW\LWVYDOXHV
SULQFLSOHVWKH*RYHUQPHQW·VLQLWLDWLYHVDQGVFKHPHVPLOHVWRQHVDFKLHYHGDQGWKH
URDGDKHDG+RZHYHUWKHQG5HSXEOLF'D\ZKLFKLVEHLQJFHOHEUDWHGLQWKHPLGVW
RIDUDJLQJSDQGHPLFZLOOQRWEHWKHVDPH,WZLOOEHDORZNH\DIIDLUPDUNHGE\VHY
HUDOILUVWVDQGPDQ\ILUVWWLPHPLVVHV)LUVWDQGIRUHPRVWWKHUHZLOOEHQRFKLHIJXHVW
PDNLQJLWWKHILUVW5'D\SDUDGHLQRYHU\HDUVZLWKRXWWKHSUHVHQFHRIWKHPRVW
LPSRUWDQWJXHVWWKXVPDNLQJLWDELWLQVLSLG%ULWLVK
3ULPH0LQLVWHU%RULV-RKQVRQKDGEHHQLQYLWHGDV
WKHFKLHIJXHVWEXWKHKDGWRFDQFHOKLVYLVLWLQWKH
EDFNGURSRIWKHRXWEUHDNRIDQHZ&29,'VWUDLQDW
KRPH%HIRUHWKLV,QGLDGLGQ·WKDYHDFKLHIJXHVW
IRUWKH5'D\SDUDGHLQDQGLQ
6HFRQGGXHWR&29,'UHVWULFWLRQVWKHURXWHRIWKH
SDUDGHZKLFKEHJLQVDWWKH5DVKWUDSDWL%KDYDQKDV
EHHQFXWVKRUWDQGLWZLOOWKLV\HDUFRQFOXGHDWWKH
1DWLRQDO6WDGLXP ,QGLD*DWH LQVWHDGRIWKH5HG)RUW
DVHYHU\\HDU7KHVROGLHUVPDUFKLQJGRZQ5DMSDWK
ZRXOGZHDUPDVNVDVZLOOWKHVSHFWDWRUV)XUWKHU
WKHUHZLOOEHQRJUDYLW\GHI\LQJVWXQWVE\WKHPRWRU
F\FOHERUQHPHQDQGWKHVL]HRIWKHPDUFKLQJFRQWLQJHQWVKDVEHHQUHGXFHGIURP
WKHUHJXODUWR7KHYHWHUDQV·SDUDGHKDVDOVREHHQFDQFHOOHGWKLV\HDUGXH
WRWKHSDQGHPLF$OOWKLVKDVEHHQGRQHWRHQVXUHWKDWWKHVRFLDOGLVWDQFLQJSURWR
FROLVDGKHUHGWR(YHQWKHQXPEHURIVSHFWDWRUVKDVEHHQEURXJKWGRZQWR
IURPODNKODVW\HDU
7KHWDEOHDXRIWKH8QLRQ7HUULWRU\RI/DGDNKZLOOSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKHSDUDGHIRUWKHILUVW
WLPHIHDWXULQJWKH,QGLDQ$VWURQRPLFDO2EVHUYDWRU\ORFDWHGDW+DQOHQHDU/HKRQHRI
WKHZRUOG·VKLJKHVWVLWHVIRURSWLFDOLQIUDUHGDQGJDPPDUD\WHOHVFRSHV$PRQJWKH
RWKHUILUVWVZLOOEHWKHSDUWLFLSDWLRQRIWKHFRXQWU\·VILUVWZRPDQILJKWHUSLORW)OLJKW/LHXWHQDQW
%KDZDQD.DQWKDQGDIO\SDVWZLWKWKHQHZO\LQGXFWHG5DIDOHMHWVWKDWZLOOEHSDUWRI
GLIIHUHQWIRUPDWLRQVGXULQJWKHIO\SDVW,Q\HWDQRWKHUILUVWDWOHDVWVROGLHUVRIWKH
%DQJODGHVK$UPHG)RUFHVZLOOWDNHSDUWLQWKH5'D\SDUDGH5HSRUWHGO\WKLVLVRQO\
WKHWKLUGWLPHVLQFH,QGHSHQGHQFHWKDWDIRUHLJQPLOLWDU\FRQWLQJHQWKDVEHHQLQYLWHGWR
EHSDUWRIWKHQDWLRQDOSDUDGH7KHXSJUDGHG6FKLOLNDZHDSRQV\VWHPZLOOVKRZFDVH
,QGLD·VVWUHQJWKLQWKHSDUDGHOHGE\WKHRQO\ZRPDQFRQWLQJHQWFRPPDQGHUIURPWKH
$UP\,QDQRWKHUILUVW8WWDU3UDGHVK·VWDEOHDXZLOOVKRZFDVHDUHSOLFDRIWKH5DP7HPSOH
LQ$\RGK\D,WZLOODOVRGLVSOD\WKHFXOWXUHDQGWUDGLWLRQUHODWHGWRWKHDQFLHQWWHPSOHWRZQ
2QWKHRWKHUKDQGWKH5HSXEOLF'D\³ZKLFKLVFHOHEUDWHGZLWKSDWULRWLVPDQGIHUYRXU
³ZLOOEHPDUUHGE\WKHIDUPHUV·WUDFWRUUDOO\RQUHVWULFWHGURXWHVLQVLGHWKH&DSLWDO
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ormer United States
President Donald
Trump’s blatant disregard for all norms of
civilised behaviour, his
overt racism combined with an
outsized ego and the propensity to lie — 21 per day during his
term as per The Washington Post
— are well known. Yet, despite
this, or the 400,000 pandemic
deaths directly attributable to his
lack of leadership, or his futile
and rather ludicrous attempts to
overturn the election results, he
still continues to enjoy the support of approximately 34 per
cent of the population as per the
latest Gallup Poll.
This is indeed intriguing, and
while much of it can be attributed
to racism, bigotry and illiteracy, it
was his sophisticated use of the
media, especially social media,
that was probably the gamechanger. Unfortunately, while his
brash and uncouth ways may have
made him a laughing stock internationally, it also made for a very
dangerous and unstable world, in
which America had abdicated its
role as the beacon of democratic
norms and human decency.
Worse, he became the poster boy
for a cohort of other tinpot dictators and autocrats globally, suddenly free to do as they pleased,
with little fear of retribution.
“If you tell a lie big enough
and keep repeating it, people will
eventually come to believe it,” said
Joseph Goebbels, Hitler’s Minister
for Propaganda. However, he did
add a caveat: “The lie can be maintained only for such time as the
State can shield the people from
the political, economic and/or
military consequences of the lie.
It thus becomes vitally important
for the State to use all of its powers to repress dissent, for the truth
is the mortal enemy of the lie and
thus, by extension, the truth is the
greatest enemy of the State.” It’s
something every autocrat and dictator instinctively understands.
While swatting flies with a
sledgehammer has its advantages, there are those who have
understood and utilised the concept of “Zohnerism” to their
benefit. The term, coined by journalist James Glassman, refers to
“the use of true facts to lead a scientifically and mathematically
ignorant public to a false conclu-

sion”. It is derived from the
experiment conducted in 1997
by Nathan Zohner, a 14-yearold student, who gathered
petitions to ban “DHMO”, or
Dihydrogen Monoxide, as the
basis of his science project,
titled “How Gullible Are We?”
The experiment involved calling water by an unfamiliar scientific name and listing some
of its effects in a particularly
alarming manner, such as
causing burns when in a
gaseous form, accelerating corrosion and causing suffocation!
Incidentally, Zohner convinced 86 per cent of his classmates to sign the petition calling for its ban, which tells us
a lot about human nature.
Trump used this phenomenon to good effect. While
established media outlets may
not have fully played along,
the conservative and extreme
Right-wing media outlets, like
Fox News and One America
News Network, did broadcast
his lies and conspiracy theories with telling effect. The digital social media platforms too,
such as Facebook and Twitter,
were no less complicit in
spreading his message of hate
till they finally banned him for
inciting violence.
After what we have witnessed during his presidency, it
would be fair to say that the
American democracy, despite
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its deep roots stretching back
244 years, has survived a direct
assault on its very foundation
by Trump and his acolytes by
a hair’s breadth. Thanks, in no
small measure, to the strength
of its democratic institutions
and the upstanding character of
the people who run these. An
outstanding example, but not
the only one, being that of former Vice-President Mike
Pence, who did not let his
unswerving support and loyalty to President Trump get in the
way of doing the right thing,
despite intense pressure to subvert the constitutional process.
The other institution that
deserves accolades, surviving
with its dignity and reputation
intact, was the judiciary. Trump
had expected that having
appointed a total of 200 Federal
Judges with lifetime tenures,
including two to the Supreme
Court, they would remain
beholden to him and act in a
manner to support his agenda.
He was, therefore, understandably shocked and disappointed
when nearly all of his 60-plus
challenges to the election results
were summarily rejected by the
courts, including two by the
Supreme Court.
While Trumpism may be
on the decline in America, it is
alive and flourishing here in
India. Make no mistake, the
current dispensation — while
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6ULVKWLEHFRPLQJWKH8WWDUDNKDQG&0IRUDGD\LVV\PEROLF
EXWOHW VOHDUQWRUHVSHFWZRPHQDOORWKHUGD\VWRR
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D\VDIWHU.DPDOD+DUULVDVVXPHGFKDUJHDVWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV9LFH3UHVLGHQW
ZLWKPDQ\ILUVWVWRKHUFUHGLW³WKHILUVWZRPDQILUVWFRORXUHGSHUVRQDQGWKH
ILUVW$VLDQ$PHULFDQWRUHDFKWKDWRIILFH³\HDUROG+DULGZDUVWXGHQW6ULVKWL
*RVZDPLKDVEHFRPHSUREDEO\WKHILUVW,QGLDQWRWDNHRYHUWKHFKLHIPLQLVWHULDOUHLQV
RIDQ\6WDWHDOEHLWIRURQO\DGD\ZLWKRXWZLQQLQJDQ\HOHFWLRQRUZLWKRXWEHLQJD
PHPEHURIDQ\OHJLVODWXUH)ROORZLQJDQLQLWLDWLYHE\WKH8WWDUDNKDQG6WDWH&KLOG5LJKWV
&RPPLVVLRQDV-DQXDU\LVFHOHEUDWHGDVWKH1DWLRQDO*LUO&KLOG'D\VLQFH
6ULVKWLKHOGPHHWLQJVZLWKWKH6WDWH·VWRSEXUHDXFUDWVDQGDVNHGWKHRIILFLDOVWRWDNH
VWHSVIRUFKHFNLQJWKHPLJUDWLRQRI\RXWKHVSHFLDO
O\IURPWKHUXUDODUHDVDQGH[SUHVVHGFRQFHUQRYHU
WKHJURZLQJLQVWDQFHVRIGUXJSHGGOLQJLQWKH6WDWH
6KHDOVRLQVWUXFWHGWKHRIILFLDOVWRFODPSDEDQRQ
WKHVDOHRIWREDFFRSURGXFWVZLWKLQDPUDGLXV
IURPHGXFDWLRQDOLQVWLWXWHV7DONLQJDERXWWKHLQHYLWDEOH
FRPSDULVRQVZLWK$QLO.DSRRUVWDUUHU1D\DNDFRQ
ILGHQWORRNLQJ6ULVKWLZKRVHIDWKHULVDVKRSNHHSHU
VDLG´+H $QLO.DSRRU ZDVDUHHOOLIHQD\DN+HUH
,EHFDPHDUHDOOLIHQD\DNDQG,ZLVKWRFRQWLQXHRQ
WKLVSDWKE\HQWHULQJSROLWLFVDWVRPHVWDJHµ
2IFRXUVHWKHGHYHORSPHQWLVODUJHO\V\PEROLF
DQGVHHPLQJO\DLPHGDWZRRLQJWKH6WDWH·VZRPHQ
YRWHUV,WUHPLQGVRQHRIVHHNLQJWKHEOHVVLQJVRI
YHU\\RXQJJLUOVWRPDUNWKHVLQJOHGD\RINDQ\DSXMDQ WRZDUGVWKHHQGRI1DYUDWUDV
%XWZK\VWRSWKHGHLI\LQJDWRQO\RQHGD\":KDW·VUHDOO\QHHGHGLVWKDWZHDVD
SHRSOHWUHDWWKHIDLUJHQGHUIDLUO\DQGDVDQDEVROXWHHTXDO7KHVNHZHGJHQGHUUDWLR
QHHGVWREHEDODQFHGDQGLPSURYHG:RPHQPD\EHHPSRZHUHGE\HGXFDWLQJWKHP
QRWH[SRVLQJWKHPWRGLVFULPLQDWLRQDQGKDUDVVPHQWDQGWUXVWLQJWKHPZLWKUHVSRQ
VLELOLWLHV*LYHWKHPZKDWWKH\GHVHUYHUDWKHUWKDQJLYLQJWKHPVRPHWKLQJLQFKDUL
W\7KHUHDUHYDULHGZD\VWRHPSRZHUZRPHQRWKHUWKDQV\PEROLFDOO\PDNLQJWKHP
WKH&KLHI0LQLVWHU7KRXJKLWZDVGRQHLQDQREOHVSLULWWKHWUXVWHHVDUHQRWDXWKR
ULVHGWREHWKHRZQHUVRIDWUXVW3HRSOH·VUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVKDGEHWWHUZRUNIRUZKDW
WKH\ DUH FKRVHQ IRU UDWKHU WKDQ PDNLQJ DWWHQWLRQJUDEELQJ VKRUWVLJKWHG PRYHV
*LPPLFNVGRQ·WZRUNDQ\PRUH2QO\SHUIRUPDQFHFRXQWV
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Sir — The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
playing dirty politics in West Bengal. The
party and its leaders are trying to gain sympathy of voters by portaying that they are
the only ones who really respect the great
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and his ideology. The visit of the BJP leaders to West
Bengal on the 125th birth anniversary of
Bose on January 23 was only a political
stunt with an eye on the forthcoming
Assembly elections. The BJP is reminded of such great leaders only at the time
of elections.
The ruling party leaders are trying to
fool the people but the voters of West
Bengal are wise enough not to fall into
their trap. The people have realised that
the BJP leaders can go up to any extent just
for the sake of winning the elections. The
State can even be plunged into widespread
violence for the sake of politics. The BJP
will gain votes by creating a law and order
situation. It is high time that the BJP concentrated on the real issues confronting the
State and its people rather than showing
off its bogus image. West Bengal is grappling with poverty, unemployment, illiteracy and several other problems besides
COVID. Both the Centre and the State
Government must focus on the real issues
troubling the people and not on poll gimmicks.
Bhagwan Thadani| Mumbai
61B=5BC81F5>??@D9?>
Sir — India is all set to witness a majestic
march past at the Rajpath and a mammoth
tractor rally by the farmers in Delhi on the
Republic Day. The farmers’ rally will
attract wide attention. The farmers have
reiterated that repeal of the laws is the only
acceptable proposition for withdrawal of
the agitation. In fact, the offer of the
Government to put the laws on hold for
18 months itself is illogical as the Supreme
Court has already stayed their implementation until further orders. However, the
court can withdraw the stay soon, and the
laws will come into force immediately.
Faced with such vagueness, farmers fear

3_^WbUccVQSUc8_Rc_^µcSX_YSU

C

WXbaTUTabc^cWTTSXc^aXP[²<XbbX]VR^WT
bX^]³9P]dPah!$=^fXcbR[TPacWPccWT
cT]daT^UcWT2^]VaTbb_PachbX]cTaX\_aTb
XST]cB^]XP6P]SWXfX[[QT[^]VTacWP]cWPc^U
Xcb[PbcUd[[cX\T_aTbXST]cCWTUTaeXSSTbXaT^U
B^]XP6P]SWXc^bTTWTab^]APWd[PaT[dRcP]c
_^[XcXRXP]PccWTWT[\^UPUUPXab^UcWTVaP]S
^[S_Pach¯P]ScWTXSTPc^QdX[ScWT_PachPb
P]P[cTa]PcXeTc^cWT\XVWch1WPaPcXhP9P]PcP

that a decision to retreat after accepting the
offer could prove costly for them eventually.
An argument advanced against giving legal status to the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) is that it would put a heavy
burden on the national exchequer. It runs
counter to the repeated assertions that
farmers are free to sell their produce anywhere in the country. Here, wouldn’t the
envisioned higher prices for agricultural
produce in the market — being ‘opened
up’ now — reduce the dependence on the
MSP and lessen the burden on the Budget?
Farmers have deciphered the intentions
and the arguments.
Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode
D1;5D85:126?B85B49==E>9DI
Sir — In 2020, all the countries including India faced an unprecedented challenge in the form of the COVID-19 pandemic. In some countries like the UK and
the US, Coronavirus is still rearing its ugly
head and hospitals are looking like war

?Pach19?PccWT]PcX^]P[[TeT[Xb]^cWX]VQdc
PY^ZT
=^fX]bcTPS^Uf^aZX]Vd_^]cWTT[TRc^aP[
RWP[[T]VTb^UcWT0bbT\Q[h_^[[b^eTacWT]Tgc
UXeT\^]cWbcWTaP]ZP]SUX[T^UcWT2^]VaTbb
fX[[ QT \d[[X]V ^eTa cWT SXaTRcX^] cWT _Pach
bW^d[ScPZTX]Xcb[TPSTabWX_RW^XRTb5^aPbTR
cX^]^UcWT_Pach³bf^aZTabcWTUTPa^U_PbcUPR
cX^]P[Xb\X]cWT_Pach\PZTbcWT6P]SWXUP\
X[h P] TUUTRcXeT V[dT c^ QX]S ePaX^db UPRcX^]b
c^VTcWTaP]S\PX]cPX]^eTaP[[SXbRX_[X]T
4eT]XUcWPcR^\TbPccWTR^bc^UcWT_Pach
QTX]VPRRdbTS^UQTX]VRP_cXeTc^Sh]PbcXR_^[
XcXRbcWT[PRZ^UP[cTa]PcXeT[TPSTabWX_bcX[[\PZTb
APWd[6P]SWXPU^a\XSPQ[TRW^XRT7^fTeTaXcb
X]PQX[Xchc^UX]SP]PST_c[TPSTabWX_Xb]^c^][h
_dbWX]VcWT_PachX]c^XaaT[TeP]RTQdcP[b^RPdb
X]VPWdVTe^XSX]cWT>__^bXcX^]b_PRT¯VXe
X]VPUaTTad]c^cWTad[X]V19?6^eTa]\T]cPc
cWT2T]caT

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru
zones. It will take some more time for all
the countries to recover from the unwelcome guest’s impact. At this juncture, the
decision to supply millions of COVID-19
vaccines free of cost from India to multiple countries like Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives,
Myanmar, Seychelles, Mauritius, Brazil,
Morocco and so on is really laudable. The
UK, Dominica, South Africa, Kenya,
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and the UAE are
some other countries interested in
COVID-19 vaccines from India as these
vaccines are safe and cost-effective without compromising on safety standards.
India is clearly upstaging China in the
COVID vaccines’ supply. India is planning
to vaccinate its 300 million people, almost
the population of the US. Indians should
dismiss all their apprehensions in taking
vaccine jabs. We must come forward to
make the inoculation drive successful.
V Nagendra Kumar | Hyderabad
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
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more circumspect and less
colourful — has been just as
damaging for our democracy.
Our secular traditions are in tatters, empathetic behaviour forgotten and democratic institutions have all but crumbled,
lacking even a shred of credibility. A vast majority of our
media have become willing
handmaidens
of
the
Government. The military is
being incrementally politicised
and even our final bulwark, the
judiciary, especially the apex
court, is perceived to be functioning in tandem with the
Government. Worst of all, we
have no Opposition leadership
worth the name, debilitated by
the cancer of dynastic ambition.
Yet, hope springs eternal.
After all, we have just witnessed
a young untested Indian cricket team rise like a phoenix from
the ashes of its worst defeat.
Despite being deprived of its
charismatic leader, another
stepped up from the shadows,
doing the impossible and leading the team to victory.
Similarly, we too should shun
fear and do the right thing; the
rest will follow.
(The writer is a military
veteran, who is a consultant
with the Observer Research
Foundation and Senior Visiting
Fellow with The Peninsula
Foundation, Chennai. The
views expressed are personal.)
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.LQVKLSQRWRQO\DFWVDVWKHELQGLQJHOHPHQWEHWZHHQXQLW\DQGHTXDOLW\LWJLYHVELUWK
WRQHZULJKWVZKLFKIDFLOLWDWHWKHFRQVWLWXWLRQDOJRDORIDQHJDOLWDULDQVRFLHW\
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LOOWKH*DQGKLIDPLO\FRQWLQXHWRFRQWUROWKHRYHU
\HDUROG&RQJUHVV3DUW\":LOOLWVKULQNIXUWKHU"7KLVDUH
WKHTXHVWLRQVERWKHULQJQRWMXVW&RQJUHVVOHDGHUVEXW
DOVRPLOOLRQVRISDUW\ZRUNHUVDQGVXSSRUWHUV7KHSDUW\LVLQ
WKHJULSRIDVHULRXVOHDGHUVKLSFULVLVWKDWLVV\PSWRPDWLFRID
ODUJHUPDODLVH1RZLWKDVUHDFKHGDVWDJHZKHUHVRPHVHQLRU
&RQJUHVVOHDGHUVDUHTXHVWLRQLQJWKHG\QDVW\RSHQO\)RULQVWDQFH
ODVW$XJXVW&RQJUHVVOHDGHUVLQFOXGLQJWKH/HDGHURIWKH
2SSRVLWLRQLQWKH5DM\D6DEKD*KXODP1DEL$]DGKLVGHSXW\
$QDQG6KDUPDDQGVRPHIRUPHU&RQJUHVV&KLHI0LQLVWHUVKDG
ZULWWHQDOHWWHUWRLQWHULPSDUW\FKLHI6RQLD*DQGKLGHPDQGLQJ
D´IXOOWLPHµOHDGHUVKLSGLVVROXWLRQRISRZHUWR6WDWHXQLWVDQG
UHYDPSLQJWKH&RQJUHVV:RUNLQJ&RPPLWWHH &:& LQOLQHZLWK
WKHSDUW\·VFRQVWLWXWLRQ7KRXJK6RQLDPDQDJHGWRGRXVHWKH
ILUHWKHQWKHGLVVHQWFRQWLQXHVDVZDVFRQILUPHGLQODVWZHHN·V
&:&PHHWLQJZKHUHWKHUHZDVDSXEOLFVSDWEHWZHHQWKH¶ROG
JXDUG·DQGWKH*DQGKLV7KHOHDGHUVUHDOLVHWKDWMXVW0RGLEDVK
LQJ RU WKH SDVW JORU\ RI WKH SDUW\ DUH QRW HQRXJK WR JHW WKH
&RQJUHVVEDFNLQSRZHU$GGHGWRWKDWDUHFRQFHUQVRYHUWDO
HQWHGOHDGHUVOHDYLQJWKHSDUW\IRUJUHHQHUSDVWXUHV)RULQVWDQFH
D \RXQJ OHDGHU OLNH -\RWLUDGLW\D 6FLQGLD ZKR ZDV FORVH WR
&RQJUHVVVFLRQ5DKXO*DQGKLOHIWWKHSDUW\WRMRLQWKH%-3
,IWKH&RQJUHVVLVVHULRXVDERXWUHYLYDOLWKDVWRLQWURVSHFW
:LWKWKHG\QDVWVXQDEOHWRJHWWKHSDUW\EDFNWRSRZHUIRUWZR
FRQVHFXWLYHWHUPVWKHIDPLO\DQGFRQVHTXHQWO\WKHSDUW\KDV
EHFRPHZHDN$VIRUWKHOHDGHUVKLSFULVLV6RQLDKDVKDGKHU
LQQLQJV5DKXOKDVIDLOHGWZLFHDQGWKH3UL\DQND*DQGKL9DGUD
PDJLFKDVQRWZRUNHGLQ8WWDU3UDGHVK$ERYHDOOWKH*DQGKLV
ZDQWWRFRQWLQXHLQSRZHUVRWKHUH·VQRSRVVLELOLW\RIIUHVKEORRG
OHDGLQJWKHJUDQGROGSDUW\

6RLQRUGHUWRFXUHWKHVLFNQHVVLQWKH&RQJUHVVRQHKDV
WR GLDJQRVH WKH URRW FDXVH ILUVW :KLOH WKH $. $QWRQ\
&RPPLWWHHZDVVHWXSLQIRUWKLVSXUSRVHWKHILQGLQJVRI
WKHUHSRUWZHUHQHYHUHYHQGLVFXVVHGLQWKHSDUW\$IWHULWVORVV
LQWKHSDUW\GLGQ·WHYHQERWKHUWRJRWKURXJKWKHPRWLRQV
RIVHWWLQJXSDFRPPLWWHH7KHQWKHUHLVWKHODFNRIDVPRRWK
JHQHUDWLRQDOFKDQJHLQWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQ:KLOH6RQLDZDVDEOH
WRLQVWDOOKHUVRQDVWKHSDUW\FKLHIDQGLQGXFWKHUGDXJKWHUDV
JHQHUDOVHFUHWDU\VKHFRXOGQRWFKHFNWKHSDUW\·VHURVLRQRU
EXLOGWUXVWLQWKHDSSUHKHQVLYHROGJXDUG:KHQ5DKXOWRRNFRP
SOHWHFKDUJHEHWZHHQDQGKLVHYLGHQWGLVFRPIRUW
ZLWKWKHVHQLRUVDQGWKHODWWHU·VDQLPRVLW\DJDLQVW¶7HDP5DKXO·
ZDVYHU\HYLGHQW7KLVPXVWFKDQJH
3OXVWKHSDUW\PXVWJREDFNWRJUDVVURRWVSROLWLFVDQGSUH
SDUHWKHFDGUHZKLFKZLOOZRUNGXULQJWKHHOHFWLRQV7KLVLVYLWDO
DVWKH&RQJUHVVKDVORVWFRQWDFWZLWKWKHSHRSOH$OVRWKHUHLV
DQHHGIRUGHFHQWUDOLVDWLRQRIDXWKRULW\LQRUGHUWRHPSRZHU6WDWH
DQGGLVWULFWOHYHOOHDGHUVDQGJLYHXS'HOKLFHQWULFIXQFWLRQLQJ
7KHSDUW\PXVWDOVRGHYHORSVHFRQGUXQJOHDGHUV7KHUHZDV
DWLPHZKHQWKH6WDWHVKDGVWURQJ&KLHI0LQLVWHUVDQGWKHSUHV
LGHQWVRIYDULRXV3UDGHVK&RQJUHVV&RPPLWWHHV 3&&V ZLHOG
HGSRZHU,QVXFKDVLWXDWLRQLIWKHSDUW\ORVWLQDUHJLRQWKHQ
DFFRXQWDELOLW\FRXOGEHIL[HG7KDWLVQRWWKHFDVHDQ\PRUH$OVR
LQDFRDOLWLRQHUDWKH&RQJUHVVQHHGVWRUHGHILQHLWVHOIDQGEHIULHQG
UHJLRQDOSDUWLHV7KH*DQGKLVQHHGWRFKDQJHWKHZD\WKH\KDYH
UXQWKH&RQJUHVVLQWKHODVWGHFDGHRUVR7KH\QHHGWRFUHDWH
DQHZQDUUDWLYHWRDWWUDFWYRWHUVDQGUHGHILQHWKHSDUW\·VLGHRO
RJ\,IWKH*DQGKLVGRQRWZDNHXSQRZWKHSDUW\ZLOOGHWHULR
UDWHIXUWKHU$V$]DGVDLGWKHSDUW\LVDWD´KLVWRULFORZµ,WZLOO
FRQWLQXHWRVLWLQWKH2SSRVLWLRQIRUWKHQH[W\HDUVLIHOHF
WLRQVWRWKH&:&DQGNH\RUJDQLVDWLRQDOSRVWVDUHQRWKHOG7KH
&RQJUHVVPXVWZDNHXSDQGVPHOOWKHFRIIHH
7KHZULWHULVDVHQLRUMRXUQDOLVW7KHYLHZVH[SUHVVHG
DUHSHUVRQDO

he Indian Constitution came into effect on
January 26, 1950 and the Constituent
Assembly first met on December 9, 1946 to
draft it in the Constitution Hall, now known as the
Central Hall of the Parliament. The Constituent
Assembly firmly resolved to mould the dreams and
aspirations of Indians after the freedom struggle.
Historical background: Since the beginning,
the Constitution makers were transparent and knew
their purpose and direction. Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru while moving the Objectives Resolution in
the Constituent Assembly said: “Laws are made of
words but this Resolution is something higher than
the law.” He urged the members of the Assembly
to treat the Objectives Resolution as a declaration,
an undertaking and a pledge to achieve what they
promised the people of India and the yet unborn
citizens: A Constitution to call their own.
The Objective Resolution declared India as an
independent, sovereign, republic. Pandit Nehru said:
“India is bound to be sovereign, it is bound to be
independent, and it is bound to be a republic.”
Clearly, the Constituent Assembly’s intention was
to end the monarchical system. The debates and
deliberations in the House led to the Objective
Resolution taking the form of the Preamble of the
Constitution. However, the ‘Mountbatten plan’
divided India into two new dominions on June 3,
1947, causing political changes to the Constituent
Assembly. Thus, the Resolution needed amendment
to factor in the changed political context.
On August 29, 1947, the Constituent Assembly
formed the Drafting Committee, of which BR
Ambedkar was the convenor. The Drafting
Committee rendered meaning and form to the
Preamble and incorporated other matters in the
body of the Constitution. It took two years, 11
months and 17 days to complete the historic task
of drafting the Constitution of India.
Preamble: Ambedkar’s new preamble defined
the essential features of the Indian State and its sociopolitical objectives. While drafting the Constitution,
the makers imagined an egalitarian society built on
the values and the spirit embodied in the Resolution.
Pandit Thakur Das Bhargav, a member of the
Constituent Assembly, said: “The Preamble is the
most precious part of the Constitution. It is the soul
of the Constitution. It is the key to the Constitution.
It is a jewel set in the Constitution. It is a proper
yardstick with which one can measure the worth
of the Constitution.”
The trinity of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity:
The egalitarian society the founding fathers
envisioned, rests on four pillars established in the
Preamble: The pillars of Justice, Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity. However, the word ‘Fraternity’ is mentioned in the Constitution only once. Also
“Fraternity” and has not occupied much space in
judicial discourse by the Supreme Court compared
to Justice, Liberty and Equality. The French
Revolution inspired the Drafting Committee to
adopt the trinitarian concept of Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity preceded by Justice. The French were the
first to raise the slogan, “Liberty! Equality!
Fraternity!” against oppression by the State, to
demand political participation and to promote
brotherhood. Of the three revolutionary slogans, fraternité, called for unity and solidarity, to be bound
as citizens of one nation. In his concluding remarks
on November 25, 1949, Ambedkar said: “We must
make our political democracy a social democracy
as well. Political democracy cannot last unless there
lies at the base of it social democracy. What does
social democracy mean? It means a way of life which
recognises liberty, equality and fraternity as the principles of life.”
Ambedkar asserted that the principles of
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity are to be treated as
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The writer is Advocate,
Supreme Court of India,
and partner, Dua
Associates. The views
expressed are personal.

a trinity and not as separate and
mutually exclusive items. They must
be seen as enforcing elements that
cannot be divorced from each other.
He said: “They form a union of trinity in the sense that to divorce one
from the other is to defeat the very
purpose of democracy. Liberty cannot be divorced from equality, equality cannot be divorced from liberty.
Nor can liberty and equality be
divorced from fraternity. Without
equality, liberty would produce the
supremacy of the few over the many.
Equality without liberty would kill
individual initiative. Without fraternity, liberty would produce the
supremacy of the few over the many.
Equality without liberty would kill
individual initiative. Without fraternity, liberty and equality could not
become a natural course of things. It
would require a constable to enforce
them.”
Ambedkar pointed to the existing social and economic inequality
in Indian society and the significance
of the ideals of Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity to eliminate those inequalities. On October 17, 1949, Acharya
Kripalani applauded the inclusion of
Fraternity in the Preamble. “Again I
come to the great doctrine of fraternity, which is allied with democracy. It means that we are sons of the
same God, as the religious would say,
but as the mystic would say, that there
is one life pulsating through us all, or
as the Holy Bible says, ‘We are one of
another’. There can be no fraternity
without this.”
Courts on fraternity: The
Bombay High Court in the Indian
National Mines Overmen vs Western
Coalfields Limited case, challenging
the compulsory deduction of C50
from the salary/wages of its employees for transfer to the Prime

Minister’s National Relief Fund cited
the explanation given by Ambedkar
on Fraternity. The court said that
“fraternity means a sense of common
brotherhood of all Indians. In a country like ours with disruptive forces of
regionalism, communalism and linguism, it is necessary to emphasise
and re-emphasise that the unity and
integrity of India can be preserved
only by a spirit of brotherhood. India
has one common citizenship and
every citizen should feel that s/he is
Indian first, irrespective of other
basis. In this view, any measure at
bringing about equality should be
welcome.” The court relied on
‘Fraternity’ in the Preamble and
Ambedkar’s speech on obligations
imposed under the Fundamental
Duties chapter, which do not otherwise have any legal sanction.
In the Prathvi Raj Chauhan vs
Union of India case, addressing the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, Justice Ravindra Bhat of the
Supreme Court said that fraternity
holds a crucial a place in the scheme
of our nation’s consciousness and
polity. However, he said that
‘Fraternity’ is one of the lesser
explored areas in the Constitutional
discourse of the judiciary. The court
observed that, “The Fraternity
assured by the Preamble is not a declaration of a ritual handshake or cordiality between communities that are
diverse and have occupied different
spaces: It is far more.”
While evaluating the constitutional validity of the appointment of
local tribals as special police officers
in Maoist-hit regions of Chhattisgarh
in the Nandini Sundar vs State of
Chhattisgarh case, the apex court
stressed on the importance of fraternity. It said, “Our Constitution posits
that unless we secure ... conditions of

social, economic and political justice
for all who live in India, we would not
have achieved human dignity for our
citizens, nor would we be able to promote fraternity among groups of
them. Policies that run counter to that
essential truth destroy national unity
and integrity.” The court said that the
Constitution casts a positive obligation on the State to take necessary
steps to protect the fundamental
rights of all citizens. The State is obliged to secure conditions where dignity of its citizens is protected to
enable all to live in conditions of fraternity. Fraternity not only acts as the
binding element between unity and
equality, it gives birth to new rights
which facilitate the constitutional goal
of an egalitarian society. The right to
live with dignity and respect, free
from oppression and untouchability. The fundamental rights granted
in the Constitution are structured on
the principles liberty, equality, and
fraternity. These ideals are inscribed
in the Constitution’s Preamble. The
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,1948, which is contemporaneous with the Indian Constitution,
recognises inherent dignity and the
equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family. This
is the foundation of freedom, justice
and peace in the world.
Thus, the Constitutional value of
‘Fraternity’ must be palpably seen in
the actions of the State and
Constitutional functionaries.
Fraternity must be seen in the laws
and enactments by Parliament and
the Legislature. Fraternity must percolate into people’s lives to uphold a
sense of brotherhood that the
Constitution makers envisioned for
India. The ideals of Liberty, Equality
and Fraternity are coexistent, interdependent and inseparable.
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ow when the Union
Budget 2021-22 is
around the corner, in the
midst of one of the worst public health emergencies faced by
humanity in recent memory, it
is high time for the healthcare
industry to articulate its concerns and expectations. Only a
well-formulated and balanced
annual financial statement with
adequate allocation and focus
on all critical segments, as well
as on secondary aspects, can
prepare the country to improve
its health services and meet the
challenges of inoculating such a
large population as ours.
Need to address poor
spending on healthcare: There
is an urgent need to raise the
allocation on health as a propor-

7EB@B55D B0=37D

The writer is president,
Council of Healthcare
and Pharma,
and founder Reva
Pharma.
The views expressed
are personal.

tion of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). The gap is so
large and the population so
underserved that this would
have to be done for several years
in succession to alleviate the situation.
The forthcoming financial
statement should focus on significantly higher allocations for
Research & Development
(R&D) in biotechnology, epidemiology and pharmaceuticals
including vaccines and in building healthcare infrastructure.
The ongoing pandemic reiterates the need for increased public spending on healthcare
which is still in the range of 1.3
per cent of the GDP, far lower
than what has been stated and
promised.

More allocation must for
infrastructure and skill development: It is another key area
that the Government should
prioritise. India has less than a
bed and a doctor per 1,000 population, far lower than the
World Health Organisation’s
(WHO’s) standards. We need to
invest in setting up an increased
number of medical colleges
with requisite infrastructure
while giving due importance to
key departments which play a
significant role in preventing
infections in hospital environments, apart from the operating
rooms and Intensive Care Units
(ICUs). There is also a pressing
need to contain the problem of
antibiotic and antimicrobial
resistance for getting the desired

improvement in overall outcomes. If the Centre truly seeks
to involve private capital it must
relax unrealistic price restrictions and do away with outdated rules. One initiative that can
be taken is to ask the medical
and pharmaceutical companies
to direct their Corporate Social

Responsibility funds for development of healthcare infrastructure and capacity building.
Expansion of digital
healthcare must be the focus of
the Union Budget: The country needs connected healthcare — a digital ecosystem
where real-time data from top
Government and private hospitals and diagnostic centres flows
into a data centre that tracks,
monitors and predicts changes
in disease patterns, so that timely action can be initiated to obviate the expensive follow-on
treatment. In this context, the
National Digital Health Mission
is a step in the right direction.
It needs to be strengthened
and investments are required to
be made to create the infrastruc-

ture and capacity for collecting
and analysing data.
Need to expand the ambit
of medical insurance: The
annual financial statement 2021
also needs to ensure that medical insurance is extended as
much as possible to drive the
idea of universal healthcare in
the country. Treatments like
dental procedures, mental
healthcare and homecare for the
sick need to be included as part
of health insurance policies.
Therefore, the Union
Budget must be a well-thought
out document from the healthcare sector’s perspective and the
allocation of 1.6 per cent of the
GDP in the previous Budget
must be improved under all circumstances.
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ountry’s largest software
exporter Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) on Monday
surpassed Reliance Industries
Ltd to become the country’s
most valued firm by market
capitalisation.
In another milestone, TCS
also emerged as the most valued IT company in the world
as its market valuation went
past that of Accenture.
During the close of trade,
the market valuation of TCS
was at C12,34,609.62 crore
while that of Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL) stood at C
12,29,661.32 crore on the BSE.
TCS dipped 0.40 per cent
to close at C3,290.20 after gaining 1.26 per cent to its one-year

high of C3,345.25 during the
day.
Shares of RIL declined 5.36
per cent to close at C1,939.70 on
the BSE after its earnings failed
to cheer investors.
In March last year also,
TCS had reclaimed the status
of the country’s most valued
firm by market valuation.
So far this month, TCS
shares have gained nearly 13
per cent on the BSE.
Multinational tech firm
Accenture’s market capitalisation was at USD 168.44 billion
as of Friday close on the NYSE.
As of Monday, TCS valuation
in dollar terms was at USD
169.26 billion. Tech giant SAP’s
market valuation was at USD
155.50 billion and that of IBM
was at USD 105.69 billion.

he Government may tweak
customs duties in the
Budget next week on several
goods, including furniture raw
materials, copper scrap, certain
chemicals, telecom equipment
and rubber products, to promote domestic manufacturing
and exports, sources said.
They said that while
import duties could be tweaked
on over 20 products such as cut
and polished diamonds, rubber
goods, leather garments, telecom equipment and carpet, the
customs duties could be
removed on select raw materials (like wood in rough, swan
wood and hard board) used for
furniture manufacturing and
copper concentrate.

he Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Monday refuted
reports of withdrawal of old
series of C100, C10 and C5 currency notes.
“With regard to reports in
certain sections of media on
withdrawal of old series of
C100, C10 & C5 banknotes
from circulation in near future,
it is clarified that such reports
are incorrect,” the RBI said in
a tweet.
While announcing the
issuance of new C100 denomination banknotes with base
colour Lavender in July 2018,
RBI had said banknotes in the
denomination of C100 issued
by it in the earlier series will
continue to be legal tender.
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he benchmark Sensex
dived nearly 531 points to
T
close at 48,348 on Monday,
extending its losses to the third
straight session due to massive
selling in energy and IT stocks.
After swinging nearly
1,000 points during the session,
the BSE benchmark settled
with a loss of 530.95 points or
1.09 per cent at 48,347.59.
The 30-share index
opened over 375 points higher and hit the day’s high of
49,263.15 before succumbing to
selling pressure that took the

index to the session’s lowest
point at 48,274.92.
The broader NSE Nifty
plunged 133 points or 0.93 per
cent to end the session at
14,238.90.
Over the last three sessions, the BSE Sensex has lost
1,444.53 points or 2.90 per cent
and the NSE Nifty has shed
405.80 points or 2.77 per cent.
“Domestic equities were
quite volatile today and gave up
all early hours’ gains.
Investors continued to
prefer in taking profits off the
table ahead of union budget
and F&O expiry.
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Mumbai:The rupee rose by
3 paise to settle at 72.94
against the US dollar on
Monday, extending its gains
for the fifth straight session
despite heavy selling in the
domestic equity market. At
the interbank forex market,
the rupee opened at 72.95
against the American currency, and hit an intra-day
high of 72.89 and a low of
72.96 in day trade.
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S online retail giant
Amazon has moved Delhi
U
High Court to block partner
Future Group from selling
retail assets to Reliance
Industries that had received a
nod from market regulator
SEBI and stock exchanges.
The e-commerce giant is
seeking enforcement of the
Singapore arbitrator’s interim
order to stall C24,713-crore
Future-Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL) deal.

The move comes just days
after the Future-RIL deal
received nod from market regulator SEBI and bourses.
In its latest petition,
Amazon has said the interim
injunctions granted by the
Emergency Arbitrator (EA)
are enforceable under the
Indian laws under the
Arbitration and Conciliation
Act as the order is deemed to
be an order of the Court and is
enforceable under the Code of
Civil Procedure.

New Delhi: With an aim to celebrate and encourage deserving
institutions to continue to
enhance outreach to the poor
by way of motivating management and staff through recognition to their painstaking
efforts and enhancing credibility of the institution, the
Inclusive Finance India Awards
were constituted by ACCESS
Development Services in partnership with HSBC India
recently in Delhi. The winners
were felicitated by Union
Minister of State for Finance
Anurag Singh Thakur and
NABARD Chairman GR
Chintala.
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ost of us tend to believe that not smoking a cigarette will
insure us against lung cancer. Unfortunately, this is not true.
M
A growing number of non-smokers in India are reporting lung
cancer today. What’s worse is the fact that the disease in nonsmokers shows more subtle symptoms that are often difficult to
diagnose initially. Non-smokers also tend to write off the possibility of contracting this disease as they believe they do not run
its risk.
While it is true that smoking tobacco is the most significant
risk factor for lung cancer, not all people who get the disease have
smoked. The American Cancer Society estimates that around 20
per cent of people who die from lung cancer in the US every year
have never consumed tobacco is any form. While we do not have
any such consolidated estimates for India, Oncologists are reporting a clear trend of rising disease incidence among non-smokers.
Interestingly, it has been observed that lung cancers in smokers and non-smokers are different on genetic and molecular levels. In fact, a bulk of the non-smokers who report lung cancer
are women. A number of factors can trigger lung cancer in nonsmokers; these include expo8cWPbQTT]^QbTaeTS sure to carcinogens in some
form or certain gene changes.
cWPc[d]VRP]RTa Non-smoking lung cancer
X]b\^ZTabP]S patients are also found to be rel]^]b\^ZTabXb atively younger.
Lung cancers in smoking
SXUUTaT]c^]VT]TcXR and non-smoking individuals
P]S\^[TRd[Pa[TeT[b not only get triggered different8]UPRcPQd[Z^U ly but also tend to develop difLung adenocarcinomas
]^]b\^ZTabfW^ ferently.
which are a type of non-small
aT_^ac[d]VRP]RTaPaT cell lung cancer are the most
f^\T]6T]TRWP]VTb common type of cancers found
non-smoking people. Most
^aTg_^bdaTc^ in
commonly, adenocarcinomas
RPaRX]^VT]bRP] tend to grow in the outer
caXVVTa[d]VRP]RTaX] regions of the lungs unlike
]^]b\^ZTab small cell cancers and squamous cell cancers which grow
near the airways.
While most lung cancers are treated in a similar way,
Oncologists are now developing a deeper understanding of the
genetic differences and triggers of different types of cancers.
Patients with genetic cancer triggers such as EGFR mutation and
ALK (anaplastic lymphoma kinase) gene rearrangements
respond better to a different line of treatment than chemotherapy. Most commonly, these gene mutations are responsible for
triggering cancers in non-smokers.
Never ignore these symptoms: As mentioned above lung
cancers in non-smokers are often different as compare to the disease type in smokers. This is why sometimes, the disease manifests differently in these two sub categories of patients. People
who do not smoke may present with more subtle symptoms such
as shortness of breath, fatigue, pain in the back along with cough.
Sometimes, these symptoms may initially be taken for any other
condition, delaying the disease diagnosis and treatment.
Whether you smoke or not, it is important not to take any
aberration in the respiratory health lightly. Always report to the
doctor if you experience the following symptoms:
Q A cough that lasts more than 2 weeks
Q Shortness of breath
Q Chronic fatigue or malaise accompanied by respiratory
distress
Q Experiencing pain while breathing
Q Recurrent chest infections.
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274AAH) If one wants to go
for both health and taste,
then cherry is here to their
rescue. They are high in
antioxidants and antiinflammatory compounds,
which may reduce chronic
disease risk and promote
overall health. It can also
help
relieve
exerciseinduced
muscle
pain,
damage, and inflammation.
Increasing your intake of
nutrient-dense fruits like cherries is a tasty
way to protect
your heart.
Many studies
show that diets
rich in fruits
are associated with a
reduced risk
of heart disease.

Due to their potent antiinflammatory effects, cherries
may reduce symptoms of
arthritis and gout, a type of
arthritis caused by a buildup of
uric acid that can lead to
extreme swelling, inflammation and pain in your joints.
That’s not all. Cherries
contain melatonin, a substance
that helps regulate your sleepwake cycle.
And last but not
the least, cherries are
also good for your
skin. So if you
want to have that
glowing skin,
just grab a
bowl
of
cherries.
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he stress and anxiety related to the infection coupled
with the mental fatigue of
calibrating oneself to the
new normal, has made people
realise the importance of mental
wellness. To add to these, news of
celebrities breathing their last
owing to mental illness, has put
this issue in the limelight. As we
browse along the myriad of discourses on wellbeing, we quickly
can realise that dental health is not
considered as significant as mental health, in fact dental health is
not a primary concern at all.
Oral cavity is one of the most
important parts of our bodies that
dentists dedicate five years of their
lives learning. The fact that they
spend most of their curricular time
(even more by post-graduates), on
such a small part of the body, itself,
makes it so significant. Sadly, this
seems to be a trivial subject for
many. Maybe they feel that dentists
shall only talk about brushing twice
a day which is covered by a toothpaste as it is, so what’s more to it??
The relevance of dental health and
why it should be a part of workplace
wellbeing programme is what is discussed in the article.
Some of the significant aspects
of oral cavity and dental health are
as follows:
Functions of oral cavity: The
oral cavity and its components
have various functions like chewing
food, enabling us to pronounce
words, and giving shape and form
to the face.
Oral manifestations of sys-

temic diseases: A lot of systemic
diseases have oral manifestations.
These include diabetes, certain
infections, gastrointestinal problems
as well as nutritional deficiencies.
Entry to the digestive system:
The oral cavity is the portal to the
digestive system. It is here that food
is tasted and enjoyed, masticated
with the teeth and mixed with saliva to form a bolus — an ingestible
and digestible form of food that
enters the oesophagus. It is also in
the mouth that the food is mixed
with digestible enzymes from the
saliva for easy digestion.
Workplace grooming and halitosis: We are supposed to meet a
lot of people for work related matters. These could be bosses, coworkers, clients, and other people.
It is expected that we are well
groomed and follow etiquetteduring our meetings. One of the important aspects of this is oral hygiene.
It is not necessary that we must go
for a celebrity level smile design,
however, it is pertinent that we do
not show the food that’s stuck in our
teeth while we are talking or smiling. Halitosis or bad breath is also
one of the concerns and a huge turn
off whileinteracting socially.
Significance of oral health in
COVID-19 situation:
Nasopharynx and oropharynx: The oral cavity is an entrance
to the respiratory tract and maintaining good oral hygiene can prevent COVID-19 infection.
Saliva and oral mucosa: The
oral mucosa and salivary glands are
lined with ACE2 (angiotensin con-
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Motion sickness or infections
can result in nausea. While
it is not painful, it is
definitely uncomfortable.
ROSHANI DEVI shares
remedies that can help
relieve it

N

ausea can happen
because of several
reasons. If one has
taken pills on an empty
stomach, motion sickness
and infections are the most
common triggers for
nausea.
Here are a
few tips that
can help.
While
eating ginger
is synonymous
to
catching
cold, there is
lot more that
this herb can do.
Experts believe that
compounds in ginger may
work in a similar way to
anti-nausea medication. In
fact, several studies agree
that ginger is effective at
reducing nausea in various
situations.

Control your breathing. Taking slow, deep
breaths can also help reduce
nausea.
Certain spices like fennel powder, cinnamon and
cumin extract also helps
reducing nausea.
Fennel powder
may reduce
menstrual
symptoms,
including
nausea, and
help women
experience
shorter periods
Cinnamon
may reduce the
severity of nausea that
women experience during
menstruation. Cumin
extract may help improve
symptoms such as abdominal pain, nausea, constipation and diarrhea in individuals suffering from IBS.
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verting enzyme 2) receptors, which
are used by SARS-CoV-2 virus to
enter epithelial cells. In addition,
SARS-CoV RNA can be detected in
saliva before lung lesions appear.
This may explain the presence of
asymptomatic infections. Thus, the
potential infectivity of saliva alone
must not be ignored.
Xerostomia and dysgeusia:
The inflammation caused by the
viral infection leads to reduced salivary secretions and dry mouth.

Alteration in the quantity and composition of saliva also leads to loss
or altered taste.
Mask mouth: Wearing mask
for prolonged duration results in
decreased salivation or dry mouth
that results in cavities, gum disease
and sour breath.
Loss of teeth in long haulers:
A phenomenon where idiopathic
bone loss and falling out of teeth
have been reported by few people
who have been experiencing
COVID-19 symptoms for a very
long time. Although a thorough
research and more evidence is
required to substantiate this phenomenon, it is speculated that the
infection caused inflammation that
could attack the gums and mouth,
which might be able to trigger tooth
loss.
As we can observe from the
above, oral care plays a vital role in
the overall health or a person. This
has become crucial in the pandemic times. Dental treatments are
currently not covered in most
insurance programmes in the country. Ergo, oral health needs to be an
important aspect of workplace wellness since education, awareness
and early detection are key to good
outcomes. As the famous saying
goes, “Dentistry is not expensive,
neglect is!”, we must ensure that we
always maintain good oral hygiene.
In conclusion, we must provide
equal attention to dental health as
we provide to mental health in the
workplace.
CWTfaXcTaXb7TP[cWAXbZ<P]PVT\T]c
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lmost one month into the New
Year, it is high time to make a routine for your skin and make sure you
follow it. Morning is the best time to start
taking care of your skin. Your skin is fresh
from a goodnight’s sleep and you should
make sure to prepare it up before you begin
your day. Everyday our face faces a lot of
dust, sun rays, UV rays, pollution. hence,
having a proper skincare routine in the
morning is of utmost importance.
Here are a few tips to make your skin
glowing this year:
Cleanse with water: Cleansing your
face with water is the first and the foremost
step for the glowing skin. Our face needs
the right amount of water so that all the dryness from the night is removed.
Use a toner: The next big step is to use
a toner. Toning your face is very important.
A good toner helps to remove any remaining bits of oil and dirt left behind by a
cleanser. It also shrinks the pores. Toners
prevent the skin from producing excess oil.
Serum: After you are done using a
toner, get ready to use a serum. The serum
is specifically made to handle all your skin
problems. Take a few drops of the serum
and warm it up by rubbing it in between
your palms. Apply the serum on the skin,
starting from the nose, and work your way
outwards. Leave it on for two-three minutes
to absorb into the skin.
Always remove your makeup: It is very
important to remove the makeup, no matter where you are, before you go to bed, or
if you have been wearing it for a very long
time. It is important that you give time to
your skin to breathe. Use a good water
makeup cleanser, and remove all the layers.
Skincare routines are incomplete
without the use of a moisturiser:
Moisturise your skin with a dermatologistrecommended moisturiser as often as you
can Based on your skin type.
Clean the makeup brushes regularly:
It is important to clean your makeup
brushes to avoid a buildup of makeup
residue and bacteria. Use a shampoo and
conditioner to clean your brushes, as you
do with your hair. Cleaning brushes helps
to smooth and even apply makeup every
time.
Apply sunscreen: Don’t forget to use
sunscreen before you head out. Wear a good
sunscreen with SPF of 40 or higher and try
to avoid the sun as much as possible.
Lip moisturiser: Using a lip moisturiser would be a good idea. During the winter season, our lips tend to get really dry,
because of which we sometimes develop the
habit of licking our lips. This can lead to dermatitis around the mouth. In order to avoid
this, even using a basic moisturizer like
Vaseline would help.
Take multivitamins and antioxidants:
Not getting enough sun causes a dip in your
Vitamin D levels, so adding Vitamin C and
D to the supplements, in addition to
omega fatty acid supplements. Avoid taking sugar and alcohol.
CWTfaXcTaXb3Ta\Pc^[^VXbc0TbcWTcXR?WhbXRXP]P]S
cWT5^d]STa3XaTRc^a^U8;0<43

0DNLQJJRRGFKRLFHVLVNH\

6:$0,08.81'$1$1'$WHOOV\RXKRZEHKDYLRXUDOPRPHQWXP
KHOSV\RXFKDQJH\RXUOLIHIRUWKHEHWWHU
ife presents us with an
array of choices. We
L
select our thoughts, priorities, emotions, and
behaviours. Regardless
of how good or bad we
may presently be, we can
always choose to make
our future better.
Regrettably, we also have
the option of choosing to
make our future worse.
Nowadays, there is
no dearth of advertisements promising you an
annual income of two
crores, if you simply
spend two hours daily on
the internet; a weight
loss of twenty kilos by
wearing a special belt;
and perfection in meditation if you take initiation in a particular
mantra. Surprisingly,
people are willing to get
duped into believing
these alluring marketing
lines.
The problem is that

our human nature wants
quick fixes-excellence
without toil, and perfection without practice. But
life mastery and enlightenment are not cheap
bargains. They are
achieved through sacrifice, dedication, and perseverance.
The good news is
that the level of difficulty does not remain the
same throughout the
journey. In fact, every
incremental
step
becomes easier than the
previous one. Social scientists have discovered a
concept called behavioural momentum.
We are familiar with
the momentum of solid
objects. You may have
had the experience of
pushing someone’s car.
When the engine does
not turn on with the
ignition switch, passengers get out of the car and

begin pushing it. Initially,
your every muscle gets
exerted to overcome the
vehicle’s static inertia.
But slowly, the movement begins and then
keeps picking speed.
When the driver sees the
car has gathered enough
momentum, she releases
the clutch, to engage the
engine with a jerk and
kick start it.
This is an illustration
of the momentum of
physical
objects.

Interestingly, the same
phenomenon applies to
human behaviour as well.
As you strive to improve
yourself, the velocity of
your self-transformation
keeps speeding up. The
reason is that any learned
behaviour becomes easier with every repetition,
until it finally becomes a
habit.
Slowly, the choices,
which we keep repeating,
grow onto us and
become a part of us. That
is why it is said: “First we
make choices and then
the choices make us.”
Now, if our choices are
harmful, the momentum
will build up in the
wrong direction and
work to our detriment.
But if we keep repeating
good choices, the impetus will develop in the
beneficial direction and
will work to our advantage.

This explains why
the most difficult part of
any behavioural modification is the initial phase.
It is when our brain is
breaking the neural pathways of old habits and
establishing circuitry for
new ones. Once the
behavioural momentum
builds up, we reach the
auto mode and enjoy the
ride, because progress in
life has almost reached
the automatic level.
In his latest book, 7
Divine Laws to Awaken
Your Best Self, he discusses the most important
divine laws of life. What
are these laws? How can
our life be enriched by
their knowledge and
application? This joyous
journey is accomplished
through the seven chapters of the book.
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agnificent marches by the regiments of the Indian Army, Navy,
Air Force, Police and
Paramilitary forces, display of the
Indian Defence prowess, latest
missiles, aircrafts, weapon systems, colourful
tableaus showcasing the beauty of different states
of India — the Republic Day parade in Delhi
has always been a visual treat. But beyond
appearances, what does the idea of celebrating
this day holds out for people besides inconveniencing a large part of the populace in the capital? Does it still have some importance among
the citizens of India or is it merely a public holiday for them? We might find the tricolour at
a roadside vendor’s shop or children selling them
at traffic signals only to be trampled upon later.
We speak to experts from various fields to
know how the idea of Republic Day has
changed over the years and what it means now.

5VgUfeeAReeR_RZ\2feY`cR_U:]]fdecRe`c+

a modern-day ritudesigned to construct
Ithetalisidea
of a nation-state.

Just as the flag is a modern-day symbol and

standing up while singing
National Anthem is a ritual. Through rituals and
symbols were construct
ideas that create organisa-
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tions such as tribe and
nation. They help bind
people together, grant
pride and identity to a
people. These are not a

natural phenomenon but
cultural myths, i.e. people's truths. It is what
humans do to establish a
community.
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oday, the idea of Republic
has translated, rather
seeped, into our ordinary
lives in an extraordinarily
historical way. With a massive
number of people supporting
and joining the Kisan Rally,
it’s a proud, uplifting
moment. It’s like a dream
finding feet. I, and several
others, bow to our daughters
and sons of the soil for this
emergence of a ‘Republic’
that was conceived by our
founding mothers and fathers
and Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar.
I feel, that over the years, the
meaning of Republic also
lost the powerful values
enshrined
in
our
Constitution. But whatever be
the odds, GST, VAW, CAA
laws and divisive politics —
these have brought people
together with compassion
like never before. How
incredible it is. What an

see all of us as equals. The truth
is that we are distinct and com-

pletely different from one
another. We all define equality
in the ways we
perceive it. The
idea of equality

too is different for everybody.
Hence, this Republic Day, it’s
time to remember that equality is the key for a society to perform well and excel. It might be

experience of freedom, dissent, diversity, respect and
equity that our generation
born post-Independence is
experiencing!
We, the people of India,
this January 26, 2021, resolve
to give to ourselves the values
of Constitution all over again.

different for various sections of
the society, including the marginalised one. After the historic
verdict by the Supreme Court,
decriminalising Section 377, a
lot changed and I think now, the
LGBTQIA+ community is very
much a part of the Republic.

5c3YfgR_=R]]2feY`c+
s a biographer of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, over the years, I
A
have observed that the respect he
gained from ordinary Indians, most of
whom were born post-1947, is incredible. This Republic Day, we need to
remember that people like him and our
Armed Forces in difficult terrains and
inhospitable weather conditions, continuously defending and standing up for
the biggest democracy in the world. Jai
Hind!
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s India witnesses more
and more game developers going mainstream,
along with a thrust on creating
a new gaming ecosystem in the
country, the British Academy of
Film and Television Arts
(BAFTA) has taken up the cudgels to find and nurture talent in
the field of gaming.
Driven by smartphones, the
online gaming industry in India
is expected to grow at a compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 40 per cent to $2.8
billion by 2022, up from $1.1 billion in 2019, according to a
Deloitte India report that came
out last week.
India is one of the top five
mobile gaming markets in the
world, with a 13 per cent share
of global game sessions. The
online gaming industry in India
is expected to add 40 million
online gamers during the 202022 period.
According to Jodie Azhar,
winner of the 2016 BAFTA
Breakthrough Initiative and currently games director at Teazelcat
Games, the biggest challenge is
to make right connections with
the people who can help you get
your games onto various online
platforms where people can buy
it, and help you market it to the
audience that will be interested
in your games.
“I think that’s where organisations like BAFTA can really
help because they have such a
wide network, both in the video
games industry as well as film
and TV. It is really interesting to
see the merging industries and
making those connections, to
help you develop games and get
it in front of people who want to
play it,” Azhar said.
The applications for ‘BAFTA
Breakthrough India’, supported
by Netflix, are currently open
and the entry window has been
extended to February 8.
As part of the initiative, a
jury of the British and Indian
industry experts will select five
talents from across India to take
part in the year-long mentoring
and guidance programme.
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that the audience is still hesiA
tant to return to the cinema the-
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“Game developers from
India should apply right now as
it is a brilliant initiative. People
who have worked on AAA
games, who have worked on
independent projects, they all
have a wealth of knowledge and
by being part of BAFTA through
this initiative, you get access to
that knowledge,” she elaborated.
AAA (or Triple-A) video
games are to the gaming world
what blockbusters are for the
film industry. Just like blockbusters, they usually involve
huge teams working for months
to years to make a finished
product, employed by a big studio.
According to Azhar, they are

seeing more virtual reality (VR)
and augmented reality (AR)
games, like Pokemon go, where
you leave your house and move
around.
“But we still see people who
want to play games sitting on
their sofa sets, just to find a kind
of escape from their everyday
lives. What we’re seeing is different types of games, dictated by
the kind of hardware that’s available and popular with consumers,” she said.
The games professionals
chosen by the ‘Breakthrough’ initiative will receive one-to-one
mentoring, global networking
opportunities, free access to
BAFTA events and screenings

for 12 months, and full voting
BAFTA membership.
The chosen talent will also
connect with and learn from
some of the best in the British
and Indian creative industries,
share their expertise with peers
around the world, gain access to
opportunities beyond geographical borders, and be promoted as
BAFTA Breakthrough artists
globally.
Charu Desodt, games producer and 2014 Breakthrough
Brit said, “Being named a
BAFTA Breakthrough in 2014
was a career highlight for me.
People recognise the BAFTA
name and, in turn, it makes people pay more attention to you
and your artistic vision.”
The BAFTA Breakthrough
initiative has been running in the
UK since 2013, China since
2019 and launched in the US and
India in 2020, supporting over
160 emerging talents to date.
80=B

atres, although other areas of the
hospitality and entertainment
industry have started to open up,
post-COVID lockdown.
“People have started going to
pubs, coffee shops, restaurants,
weddings and even to places like
Goa on vacation. People are partying big time, so I don’t know why
they are not going to the theatres,”
Sharad said.
“Theatres are much safer, and
also there is 50 per cent occupancy. Theaters are regularly cleaned
and sanitised. This is one of the
biggest industries we have, and it
is dependent upon the audience. So
I’d request everyone that if you can
party, you can also go to the theatre,” he added.
Quizzed about how the pandemic and lockdown have affected him, the actor said: “I am
known as a workaholic in my
friend circle. I am active and love
to run around all the time. This
pandemic taught me patience.
Sitting at home doing nothing was
a new experience for me for the
first time in the last 18 years that I
started working. Not going out to
work and not meeting people was
initially a little depressing but ultimately I understood that in life you
need to be a little patient!”
Sharad, who impressed all
playing Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj in Ajay Devgn’s blockbuster film Tanhaji: The Unsung
Warrior last year, reveals he had
rejected historical roles for almost
15 years of his acting career.
“I have been getting offers for
historical shows right from my initial years when I started doing TV,
due to my voice, height and physical structure. But I was always
afraid of doing it. There was a fear

of having to wear a lot of costumes,
which I thought would be tedious.
So I almost avoided historical roles
for 15 years,” he said.
About Tanhaji and his role in
the film, he said: “I never knew a
historical film would give me so
much appreciation and establishment in the industry. So, I proved
myself wrong!”
On the work front, Sharad
turns narrator for the forthcoming
animated series, The Legend Of
Hanuman. He will also feature in
the Ajay Devgn-starrer Bhuj: The
Pride Of India and the forthcoming web series The Family Man 2.
80=B
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om Sibley and Jos Buttler
D
anchored a run chase after
a jittery start as England beat Sri

Lanka by six wickets on Monday
in the second Test to sweep the
series 2-0.
Sibley and Buttler put on an
unbeaten 75-run stand as
England, who were struggling at
89/4, got to their target of 164 in
an extended final session on the
fourth day in Galle.
The result gave England a
second successive Test whitewash in Sri Lanka after winning
all three matches in the island
nation in 2018.
England were given a deadline to finish in the day after
spinners Jack Leach and Dom
Bess skittled out Sri Lanka for
126 in their second innings.
Left-arm spinner Lasith
Embuldeniya claimed three
wickets that gave Sri Lanka
hope and helped him to his Testbest match figures of 10-200.
Debutant spinner Ramesh
Mendis got the key wicket of
skipper Joe Root, who scored 11
after his 186 in England’s first
innings total of 344, to add to the
scare given to the tourists.
Embuldeniya took Zak Crawley
for 13 and then ended Jonny
Bairstow’s stay after a quickfire
29, putting England’s nerves on
edge, but Sibley calmly moved
to his third Test half-century.
Leach and Sibley took four
wickets each to set up England’s
win.
The hosts started their second innings early in the day with
a lead of 37 but it all came to an
end in the afternoon session.
Number 10 Embuldeniya
top-scored with 40, after taking
seven wickets with his left-arm
05?Q ;>=3>=
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helsea sacked manager
Frank Lampard on
Monday after 18 months in
charge, with former Paris
Saint-Germain boss Thomas
Tuchel reportedly set to replace
him at Stamford Bridge.
Sunday’s 3-1 FA Cup
fourth-round win against
Championship side Luton was
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‘DEFINITELY PROGRESS’
England have won five

straight Tests away from home
as they got past hosts South
Africa in the final three matches of a four-match series to triumph 3-1 in January last year.
“Definitely progress. As I
mentioned before this game, we
have in the past struggled in
away conditions,” said Root.
“For us to be able to turn
that round, find ways of consistently taking 20 wickets is really impressive. We have just got
to stay hungry and keep looking
to get better.”
England though will be
without Jonny Bairstow for the
opening two India Tests as part
of the team’s rest and rotate policy for its players during the
coronavirus pandemic. Buttler,
who scored 55 and an unbeaten 46 in the second match, will
return home after the first Test.
Root said the team, which
will be boosted by the return of
Ben Stokes and Jofra Archer, will
have to keep up with player rotation in these uncertain times.
“We always want our best
players there as often as possible, because of the world we’re
in right now it’s not feasible and
we have to manage that the best
we can,” said Root.
“But he’s still got an opportunity to affect the series and
sure he’ll be desperate to keep up
the good form.”

England won the opening Test
of the resumed series, which
started last March but was postponed due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

England now head to India
for a four-Test series starting
February 5 in Chennai. The first
two Tests will be played to
empty stadiums.

Joe Root on Monday
said England will take confiSdencekipper
from their 2-0 Test sweep

spin to end England’s first
innings on 344. He was the only
batsman to score more than 20
as Sri Lanka collapsed from 29
for one in their second innings.
Embuldeniya put up some
resistance with a ninth-wicket
stand of 48 with Suranga
Lakmal, who made 11 not out,
before Root took the final two
wickets with his off-spin.
Leach’s left-arm spin got
Kusal Perera trapped lbw for 14,
and off-spinner Bess sent back
Oshada Fernando for three in
the first session. First-innings
centurion Angelo Mathews was

then bowled by Bess for five and
Chandimal fell to Leach, with
James Anderson taking a superb
running catch.
Earlier Dilruwan Perera
trapped overnight batsman
Leach lbw for one on just the
11th ball of the day after England
resumed on 339 for nine in
Galle.
Leach took a single and
number 11 Anderson hit a
boundary off Embuldeniya, who
returned career-best figures of 7137 in just his ninth Test, to add
five runs to the overnight score.
Riding on Root’s 228,

in Sri Lanka to challenge world
No 1 India on their own patch.
Root, who led by example
with match-winning knocks of
228 and 186 in the first and second match respectively, said the
team looks in good shape ahead
of the four-Test series in India
that starts in Chennai on
February 5.
“We’ve got four very important games against arguably the
best team in the world in their
own conditions,” Root said.
“We’ll have to play right at the
top of our game to win out there
but we couldn’t be in a better
place to go and challenge them.”
The England team face a
period of quarantine upon entry
to India ahead of the series, but
Root said the measures had not
fazed the squad.
“We’re gonna have seven or
eight days with no cricket, six
days in quarantine and then
three very important days of
prep ahead of the series,” he said.
“But what we have got is a huge
amount of confidence coming
out of these two games.”
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not enough to save Lampard,
whose team have slumped to
ninth place in the Premier
League.
Chelsea said it had been a
“very difficult decision” to part
ways with the 42-year-old,
who replaced Maurizio Sarri in
July 2019.

“We are grateful to Frank
for what he has achieved in his
time as head coach of the
club,” Chelsea said in a statement.
“However, recent results
and performances have not
met the club’s expectations,
leaving the club mid-table

without any clear path to sustained improvement.”
The club’s Russian owner
Roman Abramovich said:
“This was a very difficult decision for the club, not least
because I have an excellent personal relationship with Frank
and I have the utmost respect

for him.
“He is a man of great
integrity and has the highest of
work ethics. However, under
current circumstances we
believe it is best to change
managers.”
Former PSG boss Tuchel,
who was abruptly sacked by
the French champions in
December, is in line to take
over, reports said.
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abar Azam will make his Test
captaincy debut on Tuesday
B
against a tough South Africa
team that is touring Pakistan for
the first time in more than 13
years.
Azam has recovered from a
thumb injury that kept him out
of the two-Test series in New
Zealand, which Pakistan lost 20.
“I missed the series against
New Zealand, but it’s a proud
moment for me that I am doing
my captaincy debut in my own
country,” Azam said on Monday.
“South Africa is a good team.
You can’t take them lightly, but
conditions suit us more because
most of us have played here.”
South Africa last toured
Pakistan in 2007 because the
country was forced to organize
its “home” Test series in the
United Arab Emirates following
a terrorist attack on a bus carrying the Sri Lanka team in
Lahore in 2009.
The second Test will be
played in Rawalpindi from
February 4, followed by the
three-match Twenty20 series in
Lahore from February 11-14.
Pakistan is out of the race
to qualify for the World Test
Championship final at Lord’s in
June while South Africa has
only a mathematical chance to
make it with India, New
Zealand, Australia and England
among the top contenders.
Azam is well aware of
Pakistan’s poor Test record
against South Africa, winning
only four of 26 against the
Proteas. One of Pakistan’s 15
losses came at the National
Stadium — the venue for the
first Test — when South Africa
toured in 2007.
“We should not think about
past, we should focus on what’s
ahead of us,” Azam said. “It's a
fact that we don’t have a good
record against them, but we
have prepared well and we
hope to give our best against
them this time.”
Pakistan has included six
uncapped players in a 17-man

squad. Opening batsman Imran
Butt and left-arm spinner
Nauman Ali could make their
Test debuts on Tuesday.
Azam also said Pakistan
might go with an additional
spinner along with Yasir Shah.
“We have practiced here
for a week now and the wicket
looks a bit slow,” Azam said.
Only South Africa coach
Mark Boucher has previously
played red-ball cricket in
Pakistan, while the experienced
Faf du Plessis has twice toured
Pakistan over the last four years
but played only in the T20 format.
“I’m sure this Pakistan team
is going to be tough,” South
Africa captain Quinton de Kock
said when the team arrived. “I
think our biggest challenge is the

conditions that we could face,
the unknowing of the things that
we have to deal with.”
Boucher said he expected
the wicket in Karachi to help
spinners and it might tempt him
to include an extra spinner
along with first choice left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj.
“It’s (the wicket) definitely
going to turn,” Boucher said.
“The conditions are going to be
proper subcontinent conditions
where I don’t think there’s a lot
of assistance for seamers.
“We’ve definitely come in
with the mindset that if you
want to win a series away from
home, you’ve got to make a couple of brave calls at the end,
(and) the selectors and the team
are going with that mindset into
the game.”

