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The Democratic-controlled
House of Representatives

would vote on the impeach-
ment of outgoing President
Donald Trump on Wednesday
on charges of inciting his sup-
porters to carry out a violent
attack on the Capitol Hill last
week. Co-authored by
Congressmen Jamie Raskin,
David Cicilline and Ted Lieu,
the article of impeachment —
co-sponsored by 211 House
members — was tabled on
Monday.

During a conference call
with his party colleagues on
Monday, House Majority
Leader Steny Hoyer said the
impeachment vote will be held
on Wednesday.   

The article of impeach-

ment charges Trump with a
count of “incitement of insur-
rection” for his actions on
January 6, when he delivered a
speech inciting his supporters
to lay siege to the Capitol, an
action that temporarily halted
the counting of Electoral
College votes and resulted in
the deaths of five individuals,
including an officer of the US

Capitol Police.
The Democrats have

enough votes to impeach the
president in the House, which
requires a simple majority. But
the Senate, where both the
Republicans and Democrats
have now 50-50 seats — would
require votes of two-third of the
members to remove the presi-
dent out of the office. Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris
in her capacity as Chairperson
of the Senate would add one
more to the Democrats when
necessary. 

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell has said the
vote on impeachment in the
upper chambers of the US
Congress can not happen
before the Inauguration Day on
January 20.

Continued on Page 2
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As India gears up for vacci-
nating three crore health

workers from January 16 mega
Covid-jab drive, the
Government on Tuesday said
there would be two doses of the
vaccine which will be given at
a 28-day interval.

“The effectiveness of the
vaccine would begin only after
14 days of receiving the second
dose. Hence it is imperative to
maintain Covid-19 appropriate
behavior even after receiving
the coronavirus vaccine,”
Union Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhsuhan said, explaining the
vaccination timeline here at a
press conference.

“We also hope States, at the
highest level, will exercise con-

tinuous oversight and person-
al involvement in the entire
process of the rollout. There is
a gap of 28 days between the
two doses. Effectiveness begins
14 days after the second dose.
Communication must high-
light this aspect and Covid-
appropriate behaviour,” he said.

The Government Medical
Store Department (GMSD) in
Karnal, Kolkata, Chennai and
Mumbai will be treated as the
four main storage centres for
the vaccine rollout, Bhushan
said, adding that one regional
vaccination store will also be
designated in each State but
some States may have more.

Bhushan said that there
will be a sequential rollout of
Covid-19 vaccination.

Continued on Page 2
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As his troops are braving
harsh winters in Ladakh,

Army Chief General MM
Naravane said here on Tuesday
that he favoured dialogue to
defuse tension, but the forces
are ready to hold ground as
long as it takes to achieve the
national objective. He also said
the solution should be based on
“equal and mutual security.”

Making this point against
the backdrop of scores of diplo-
matic and military-level talks
failing to end the impasse at the
Line of Actual Control (LAC),
Naravane also underlined the
“collusive threat” of Pakistan

and China and termed it as
“potent threat.”

Assuring that the armed
forces are ready to face any
challenge, he said eight rounds
of military-level talks have
taken so far and “if the process
prolongs so be it. We are pre-
pared to hold our ground as
long it takes to achieve our
national goals and objectives.”

Addressing the annual
Press conference ahead of the
Army Day on January 15, he,
however, was hopeful that India
and China will be able to reach
an agreement to resolve the
eastern Ladakh standoff.

Operational preparedness
of the Indian armed forces is of
very high level and they will
continue to hold onto their
ground. Informing that the
forces are alert all along the
4,000 km long LAC, the Army
Chief said the stand-offs
prompted the Army to do

rebalancing of troops.
The Army Chief also said

reports indicated that China
had pulled back its troops
from the depth areas in the
Tibetan plateau due to onset of
winter months. He cautioned
that not much should be read
into it as the force levels at all
the friction points at the LAC

remain the same. 
He also said the depth

areas or training grounds of
China are at least 500 to 1,500
km away from the LAC. The
need of the hour is to maintain
vigil at the border where force
levels were intact in Eastern
Ladakh.

Continued on Page 2
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With just five days left
before India starts its

nationwide inoculation drive
on January 16, the Government
on Tuesday released a price-
wise comparison chart of all the
vaccines in the world, claiming
the two deployed by India are
among the cheapest.

The Government has pro-
cured 55 lakh doses of Covaxin
from the Bharat Biotech at a
cost of �206 per dose. This is
in addition to 1.1 crore doses
of Covishield vaccine it pro-
cured from Serum Institute of
India at a cost of �200 per dose

“Pricewise our vaccines
are the cheapest in the world,”
said Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan on Tuesday as
he sought to refuse allegations
that the Government has
shelled out higher prices for

purchasing the two vaccines.
Talking to the press

reporters here, he pointed out
that US pharma giant Pfizer’s
coronavirus vaccine will be
priced at �2,800 for two doses
while Moderna’s will cost any-
where between �2,300 to
�2,700 per dose. One vaccine
developed by China has been
priced at �5,600 per dose while
another Chinese vaccine will be
made available in India at
�1,200 per dose.

Sputnik-V, the Covid-19
vaccine developed by Russia
will cost �734 per dose while
the one developed by Johnson
& Johnson is also expected to
be priced at �734 per dose, he
added.

Asked about the vaccines
approved by Indian regula-
tors, Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said both Covishield
and Covaxin have established

safety and immunogenicity.
“All preparations are on track
for vaccine rollout. It will be a
sequential rollout, depending
on availability,” he added.

NITI Aayog member and
chairman of the National
Expert Group on Vaccine
Administration for Covid-19
(NEGVAC) Dr VK Paul said,
“We should have no doubt
that the two vaccines approved
are the safest of the vaccines.
Side effects are negligible.
There is no risk of any signif-
icance, let’s be reassured. We
are telling you this truthfully
and with responsibility.”

Bhushan said that the
country’s regulators are looking
at four more Covid-19 vaccines
in the pipeline. Among these
are the vaccines developed by
Zydus Cadilla, Russia’s Sputnik-
V, Biological E and Gennova.

Continued on Page 2
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India reported the lowest sin-
gle-day jump in coronavirus

cases in the last 24 hours since
mid-June with 12,584 fresh
infections, the Union Health

Ministry said on Tuesday.
The Covid-19 case fatality

rate stands at 1.44 per cent with
the active caseload remaining
below 3 lakh.

India’s Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on

August 7 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It crossed 80
lakh on October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and surpassed
the one-crore mark on
December 19.

Detailed report on P4

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday asked the
Centre to file an affidavit on its
claim that some banned organ-
isations, including
“Khalistanis”, have infiltrated
the ongoing farmers protest
against the new farm laws. 

Attorney General KK
Venugopal, appearing for the
Centre, said he will file an affi-
davit along with the necessary
inputs of the IB.

Senior advocate PS
Narasimha, appearing for inter-
venor “Indian Kisan Union”
supporting the new farm laws,
said some banned organisa-
tions have been fuelling the
protests of farmers.
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Alook at the credentials of
the four members of the

committee formed by the
Supreme Court on Tuesday to
resolve the deadlock over farm-
ers’ agitation reveals they have
been vocal supporters of the
Government’s new farm laws.

The committee comprise
Bhupinder Singh Mann of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union, Anil
Ghanwat of Shetkari
Sangathan, Dr Pramod Kumar
Joshi, former director for South
Asia, International Food Policy
Research Institute; and agri-
cultural economist Ashok

Gulati.
Out of these four,

Bhupinder Singh Mann is the
only member who has sup-
ported the the laws with some
“amendments”.

Ashok Gulati has been the
most vocal supporter of the
deregulation of agriculture
markets. Gulati is an agricul-
tural economist who was
awarded the Padma Shri in
2015. He is an Infosys Chair
Professor for Agriculture at
the India Council for Research
on International Economic
Relations (ICRIER). Gulati was
also the youngest member of
the Economic Advisory

Council of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and a member
of the Economic Advisory
Council of the Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh and mem-
ber of the State Planning Board
of Karnataka. 

From 2011 to 2014, he was
the head of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP). 

The panel recommends
minimum support prices of
various crops to the
Government, and is attached to
the Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare. 

Continued on Page 2
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The agitating farmers scored
a major victory on Tuesday

when the Supreme Court
stayed the implementation of
the three farm laws till further
orders despite vehement oppo-
sition by the Centre. The court
formed a four-member com-
mittee to listen to the griev-
ances of the farmers and make
recommendations to resolve
the stand-off.

The apex court said the
talks between the Government
and the farmers’ bodies have
not yielded any solution so far
and its order may encourage
the protesting farmers to come
to the negotiating table in good
faith. “The stay may assuage the
hurt feelings of farmers and
encourage them to come to the
negotiating table with confi-
dence,” a Bench headed by
Chief Justice SA Bobde said.

However, the farmer
unions had already rejected any
negotiation with any court-
appointed committee and did
not even send their advocates
to take part in Tuesday’s pro-
ceedings.

The SC said a few farmers’
unions, which are now protest-
ing, have engaged a team of
lawyers comprising senior
advocates Dushyant Dave,
Colin Gonsalves, HS Phoolka
and lawyer Prashant Bhushan
to represent their cause.

It said when Attorney
General KK Venugopal had
submitted earlier that there
are reports that the unions
may take out a tractor rally on
January 26 disrupting the
Republic Day Parade and cel-
ebrations, “the same was stout-
ly denied” by Dave on the
ground that at least one mem-
ber of family of each of the
farmers from Punjab is in
Army and they would not dis-
rupt the celebrations.

“However, today this team
of lawyers is absent,” the Bench
noted, adding some unions,
who are opposing these laws,
have agreed to go before the
committee.

Rejecting the Government
contention that it cannot stay
any law passed by Parliament,
the judges said the apex court
cannot be said to be “com-
pletely powerless” to grant a
stay of any executive action
under a statutory enactment.

Noting that negotiations
between the farmers’ unions
and the Government have “not
yielded any result so far”, the
court said the constitution of a
committee of experts in the
field of agriculture to negotiate
may create a congenial atmos-
phere and improve the trust
and confidence of farmers.

“As a consequence, the
Minimum Support Price sys-
tem in existence before the
enactment of the farm laws
shall be maintained until fur-
ther orders. In addition, the
farmers’ landholdings shall be

protected, i.e., no farmer shall
be dispossessed or deprived of
his title as a result of any
action taken under the farm
laws,” the Bench, also com-
prising Justices AS Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian, said
in its 11-page interim order.

“While we may not stifle a
peaceful protest, we think that
this extraordinary order of stay
of implementation of the farm
laws will be perceived as an
achievement of the purpose of
such protest at least for the pre-
sent and will encourage the
farmer bodies to convince their
members to get back to their
livelihood, both in order to pro-

tect their own lives and health
and in order to protect the lives
and properties of others,” the
Bench said.

The committee comprises
Bhupinder Singh Mann,
national president of Bhartiya
Kisan Union, All India Kisan
Coordination Committee;
Parmod Kumar Joshi, Director
for South Asia, International
Food Policy Research Institute;
Ashok Gulati, agricultural
economist and former chair-
man of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices,
and Anil Ghanwat, president of
Shetkari Sangathan.

Continued on Page 2
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Disapproving the Supreme
Court-appointed commit-

tee to break the deadlock over
the farm laws, the Sanyukt
Kisan Morcha on Tuesday said
that they will not appear before
the panel as it is pro-
Government and continue
their agitation.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at Singhu Border here,
union leaders said they wel-
come apex court’s order to
suspend the implementation of
the farm laws but this is not a
solution and the farmer unions
have not been asking for it.

“The Government must
repeal the laws and it must
understand that farmers and
people of India are opposed to
the laws. The SC has formed a
committee in its own wisdom
and farmer unions have noth-

ing much to say on this. Farmer
unions reiterate that they will
not participate in any such
committee process. Further,
one of the apprehensions about
such a process got validated in
the very constitution of the

committee,” said farmer leader
Darshan Pal Singh.

“It is clear that the court is
being misguided by various
forces even in its constitution
of a committee. These are peo-
ple who are known for their

support to the three Acts and
have actively advocated for the
same. It is not out of place to
remind that the farmer unions
have rejected a committee pro-
posal from the Government
too. Their dialogue is basical-
ly with an elected Government
about its policy directions and
concomitant laws,” he said.

“The members of the SC-
appointed committee are not
dependable as they have been
writing on how agri laws are
pro-farmer. We will continue
our agitation,” said farmer
leader Balbeer Singh Rajewal.

“The peaceful Kisan
Parade on the Republic Day
will be held at Delhi and all
over the country in large num-
bers. The Government is trying
to misguide the court on this
too,” said Ravinder Patiala,
another farmers’ leader.

Continued on Page 2
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Kathmandu: Ahead of the
Nepalese Foreign Minister's visit to
New Delhi during which his talks
are likely to be centered on the bor-
der row, Nepal's Prime Minister K
P Sharma Oli has said that his
country will not compromise on
sovereign equality in its engage-
ment with either India or China.

“The area (of) Limpiyadhura,
Lipulekh and Kalapani is the ter-
ritory of Nepal, is (a) very sacred
part of Nepal,” 68-year-old Oli was
quoted as saying by the WION
news channel.”We are not in posi-
tion to claim the territory of China
or India. But we must claim our
territory with our friends,” said Oli,
who had triggered the border row
last year after his government
came out with a new political map
that showed the three Indian ter-
ritories as part of Nepal.His
remarks came just two days ahead
of Nepalese Foreign Minister
Pradeep Gyawali's visit to New
Delhi on January 14 - the senior
most political leader from Nepal to
visit India after strain in bilateral
ties.

On Sunday, Oli had said that
Gyawali's discussions in New Delhi
will be centered on the border
issue.After Nepal released the map
last year, India reacted sharply, call-
ing it a “unilateral act” and cau-
tioning Kathmandu that such

“artificial enlargement” of territo-
rial claims will not be acceptable
to it.India said that Nepal's action
violated an understanding reached
between the two countries to
resolve the boundary issues
through talks.”I believe that 2021
will be the year where we can
declare there are no problems
between the two countries- Nepal
and India,” Oli said.He also offered
to resolve differences between
India and China, the channel said
in a press release.

“If we can be instrumental to
support them, help them to resolve
the problems, we are ready,” Oli
said.On the domestic political cri-
sis that led him to recommend the
dissolution of the House of
Representatives, Oli blamed for-
mer prime minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal 'Prachanda' for a split in the
ruling Nepal Communist Party.He
also defended his decision to dis-
solve the House, saying his actions
were aimed at preventing Nepal
from being pushed towards insta-
bility and horse-trading.  

President Bidya Devi Bhandari
dissolved the House of
Representatives in December on
the recommendation of Prime
Minister Oli and announced mid-
term general election in April-May,
a decision termed “unconstitu-
tional, impulsive and autocratic” by

the Opposition and the
Prachanda-led faction in the rul-
ing Nepal Communist Party.”Their
(Prachanda faction) positions are
still there in my party. My second
chairman is Pushpa Kamal Dahal-
even now, senior leaders are Jhala
Nath Khanal and Madhav Nepal-
even now. If they come, I can par-
don them,” Oli said, apparently
offering an olive branch to his rival
faction.Oli also claimed that some
elements of India are hatching a
conspiracy to unseat him from
office, but he ruled out Chinese
hand in Nepal's internal politics.

“We love our independence
and freedom to decide on our
internal affairs, and we don't want
any type of interference from out-
side, from north or south,” said Oli,
referring to China and India. In
December, China sent a four-
member high-level delegation to
Nepal to prevent a split within the
NCP. The team - led by a Vice
minister of the Chinese
Communist Party, Guo Yezhou -
held separate meetings with sev-
eral top NCP leaders before return-
ing home without much success in
its mission. India has described
Oli's sudden decision to dissolve
Parliament and call for fresh elec-
tions as an “internal matter” that
is for the country to decide as per
its democratic processes. PTI
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Bengaluru: The much-awaited Cabinet
expansion of the Karnataka cabinet will
take place on Wednesday at 4 pm, with
the induction of seven 
ministers, Karnataka Chief Minister B.
S. Yediyurappa said here on 
Tuesday.

The expansion comes a day before
one of Karnataka's biggest festivals -
Makara Sankranti, and is considered as
a very auspicious day to commence any
new work.

“Seven new ministers will be
inducted into the cabinet and the new
list of ministers will be announced at
4 pm on Wednesday,” Yediyurappa said.

The BJP high command cleared the
much-delayed Cabinet expansion on
Sunday.

To a question on whether any
ministers will be dropped from the cab-
inet, Yediyurappa said that the answer
to the question who would be dropped
will be clear only on Wednesday. “I only
appeal to the media not to speculate by
writing names as it only adds to con-
fusion,” he said.

On Saturday, Yediyurappa had
received a call from BJP central lead-
ers and he met BJP National President
J. P. Nadda, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and party general secretary in-
charge for the state Arun Singh on
Sunday to discuss the cabinet expansion
and the upcoming bypolls to the
Basavakalyana and Maski Assembly
seats and the Belagavi Parliamentary
seat.  IANS
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Ludhiana/Chandigarh: Punjab
Finance Minister Manpreet
Singh Badal on Tuesday
launched the One Time
Settlement (OTS) scheme for the
recovery of outstanding dues
2021, to clear and settle their
pending arrears. Manpreet Singh
Badal said that the performance
of the other ministries reflects
that of the Finance 
Ministry. 

“Despite the Covid-19 pan-
demic and centre's stoppage of
Punjab's share of GST and RDF,
the State has not gone into over-
draft” revealed the FM adding
that Punjab especially Ludhiana
have it in them to further rise up
the ladder of economic progress

which is due to the hardworking
nature of the Punjabi commu-
nity whose trust reposed in the
Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh led
Government would never be
broken.

Manpreet Singh Badal said
this while chairing a state-level
function organised regarding
the OTS Scheme at Dr
Manmohan Singh Auditorium
at Punjab Agricultural
University, here today. He was
also accompanied by Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs
Minister Bharat Bhushan Ashu,
PWD Minister Vijay Inder
Singla, PPCB President Sunil
Jakhar, besides several others.
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From Page 1
“Farmers are doing indefinite sit-in strike at more than 20

places in Bihar. Farmers have held meetings at more than 80 places
in Chhattisgarh and they are preparing to join the protest at Delhi
borders,” said Darshan Pal Singh.

“In Gulbarga of Karnataka, people have staged a bike rally
to protest against the three farm laws. Hundreds of farmers from
Kerala are coming to Delhi borders. Big demonstrations were
also held in Vijayawada and Hyderabad. In Rajasthan and
Haryana, farmers are joining the agitation under the Jagrukta
Pakhwada and various demonstrations are being held in many
districts,” he said.

“Farmers are preparing to celebrate Lohri festival tomorrow
on all the borders of Delhi, on which farmers are holding dhar-
nas. This time the Lohri festival will be celebrated by burning
copies of three Central farm laws. A large number of farmers from
Uttar Pradesh are joining this movement at Ghazipur border.
Street plays by Delhi artists were also presented on Tikri stage.
The number of readers to the libraries is increasing day by day.
Lawyers and artists joined the protests at Singhu Border and also
provided them with some needy things,” said the farmers lead-
ers.

The Supreme Court on Tuesday stayed the implementation
of the controversial farm laws till further orders and set up a four-
member committee to resolve the impasse between the Centre
and the farmer unions protesting at Delhi’s borders over the leg-
islations.

The four members of the committee are BKU president
Bhupinder Singh Mann, Shetkeri Sangathana (Maharashtra) pres-
ident Anil Ghanwat, South Asia Director for International Food
Policy Research Institute Pramod Kumar Joshi, and agriculture
economist Ashok Gulati.

Thousands of farmers, mostly from Haryana and Punjab, have
been protesting at several border points of Delhi since November
28 last year, demanding a repeal of the three laws and a legal guar-
antee to the minimum support price (MSP) system for their
crops.

From Page 1
Zydus Cadilla completed the Phase

2 clinical trials of its coronavirus vac-
cine in December of last year and has
been granted approval for Phase 3.
Similarly, the Phase 2 clinical trials of
Russia’s Sputnik-V Covid-19 vaccine
has also concluded and Phase 3 trials
are being carried out by its Indian part-
ner Dr Reddy’s Laboratories.

In the case of Biological E, the
Phase 1 clinical trials of its vaccine start-
ed in December and Phase 2 is expect-
ed to begin in March. Gennova’s RnA-
based Covid-19 vaccine is currently in
Phase 1 with Phase 2 clinical trials like-
ly to begin in March of this year, said
Bhushan.

From Page 1
In May 2020, when the laws

were still in the consideration
process, he has also written
opinion pieces for the Indian
Express, titled “Challenges to
Farm Bills Harken Socialist Era,
Attempt to undo Agriculture’
1991 Moment,” and “We Need
Laws that Give Farmers More
Space to Sell Their Produce --
New Farm Laws Fit This Bill”.

He wrote that the proposed
“changes can go a long way in
building efficient value chains
and ensuring better returns for
farmers. The consumers will also
be ensured better products with-
out burdening their pockets.”

However, in a more recent
article for The Indian Express,
titled ‘To help farmers, the right
approach is through Farmer
Producer Organisations, not
APMC mandis’, he advised the
Government to be prepared to
given a written guarantee that
the existing system of APMC
markets and MSP will continue
and be strengthened.

“The Government can also
give in writing that the contract
will be for the produce, not the
land,” he wrote. At present,
Gulati is on the Central Board
of Directors of the RBI, National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) and
commodity exchange NCDEX.

Dr .Joshi is a leading name
in the field of agriculture
research. He has served as the
director of the National
Academy of Agricultural
Research Management,

Hyderabad, and the director of
the National Centre for
Agricultural Economics and
Policy Research, New Delhi. Dr
Joshi was previously the South
Asia Coordinator at the
International Food Policy
Research Institute and senior
economist at the International
Crops Research Institute for the
Semi-Arid Tropics in
Patancheru.

Joshi has strongly opposed
giving a legal backing to mini-
mum support prices and has
advocated contract farming as a
‘win-win situation’ for all stake-
holders. Joshi has written articles
in past days regretting pro-
longed agitation by farmers and
noting that the Centre had
made all our efforts to accom-
modate genuine concerns of
the protesters. Joshi has also said
that the agitators have been
changing goalposts and had
begun by seeking Government
assurance that the MSP won’t be
discontinued.

An article in the Financial
Express co-authored by Joshi
with AK Padee, says, “The farm-
agitations’ demand to repeal
the three farm laws and legalise
minimum support prices
(MSPs) baffle us, given the
apprehensions over the impact
of the laws on the farmers are
mostly misplaced.”

The two farm leaders on the
panel --- Bhupinder Singh Mann
of the BKU and Anil Ghanwant
of Maharashtra-based Shetkari
Sangathan -- had in mid-
December met Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
and called for the implementa-

tion of the laws after bringing
certain amendments to satisfy
the protesters.

Bhupinder Singh Mann is
the national president of
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU),
which is part of the All India
Kisan Coordination Committee.
He was Rajya Sabha member
from 1990-96. He also helped
form the All India Kisan
Coordination Committee
(AIKCC), a platform which
aims to bring together various
State-level farmers’ organisa-
tions. On 14 December, 2020, a
group of farmers’ organisations,
under the banner of the AIKCC,
had handed over a memoran-
dum demanding that the three
laws be implemented, but with
some amendments.

Anil Ghanwat is the presi-
dent of the Maharashtra-based
Shetkari Sangathan which has
been backing the Government
in the entire agitation by farm-
ers. On August 20, 2020, mem-
bers of the Shetkari Sangathan
across several districts in
Maharashtra submitted letters
addressed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the local
tehsildar’s office, welcoming the
farm Bills. The organisation
even took the streets and burst
crackers to show its support for
the laws.

Ghanwat said on Tuesday
the new farm laws partially
implement what his outfit has
been demanding for decades.
His attempt will be to improve
them, he said, while coming out
in support of reforms including
permission for contract
farming.
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From  Page 1
Later on Monday, Congresswoman Ilhan

Omar also introduced two articles  of impeach-
ment against Trump. The first article cites
Trump’s abuse  of power for attempting to over-
turn the 2020 presidential election  results in
Georgia. The second article addresses the incite-
ment of  violence for orchestrating an attempt-
ed coup against our country.

“I just introduced my impeachment reso-
lution. The full House will  now vote on a mea-
sure calling on Vice President (Mike) Pence and
the cabinet to remove President Donald Trump
under the 25th amendment.  If Pence does not
act, the House will move to impeach this week,”
Omar said. Republican Senator Steve
Daines rejected calls for impeachment.  “Now
is the time to stand united, move forward
together and have  a peaceful transition of
power. Pushing partisan driven articles  of
impeachment through Congress days before the
inauguration will  further divide our country,”
he said. Republican Congressman Matt Gaetz
said impeachment is unnecessary,  divisive, and
it’s only being done because Democrats want
to keep  the focus on Trump so they can hold
together their fragile coalition.

“This week, the House will vote to impeach
Donald Trump for inciting  an insurrection
against the seat of our democracy,” said
Congresswoman  Marcy Kaptur.

“Liberty and the rule of law, though always
fragile, are bedrock  tenets of our democratic
republic. No President – nay, no American  –
ought to be able to incite violence against our
democracy without  repercussion. The
American people demand accountability to pre-
vent  such horrific events from ever happen-
ing again,” she said. PTI

From Page 1
ICMR Director General Dr

Balram Bhargava said, “Vaccine dose
will be given four weeks apart. Some
literature shows it can be given up to
six weeks but we’d like to stick to four
weeks.”

The top drug regulator had
recently granted emergency use
authorisation to two vaccines,
Oxford’s Covishield being manufac-
tured by Serum Institute of India and
Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin. Both vac-
cines, the statement from the Health
Ministry said, have established safe-
ty and immunogenicity.

Dr V K Paul member, NITI
Aayog member, said these two vac-
cines have been tested in thousands
of people, they are the safest and
there is no risk of any significance.

“We should have no doubt that
the two vaccines approved are the
safest of the vaccines. Both the vac-
cines have been tested on thousands
of people and side-effects are negli-
gible. There is no risk of any signif-
icance,” he said.

“Healthcare workers (approxi-
mately one crore) will be on the top
priority, followed by frontline work-
ers (approximately 2 crore) and pri-
oritized age groups (approximately
27 crore). The cost of healthcare
workers and frontline workers will be
borne by the Central Government,”
Bhushan said.

When asked if the States and
beneficiaries will be given a choice
between Covaxin and Covishield,
Bhushan said that in many countries,
more than one vaccine is being
used. There is no such option avail-
able to any of the beneficiaries in
these countries.

From Page 1
The Bench said the committee shall be provided a place

as well as secretarial assistance at Delhi by the Government
and all the expenses for sittings at Delhi or anywhere else
shall be borne by the Centre.

“The representatives of all the farmers’ bodies,
whether they are holding a protest or not and whether they
support or oppose the laws shall participate in the delib-
erations of the committee and put forth their viewpoints.
The committee shall, upon hearing the Government as well
as the representatives of the farmers’ bodies, and other
stakeholders, submit a report before this court containing
its recommendations.

This shall be done within two months from the date
of its first sitting. 

The first sitting shall be held within ten days from
today,” it said. “The implementation of the three farm laws
(1) Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Act, 2020; (2) Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020; and (3) Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and
Farm Services Act, 2020, shall stand stayed until further
orders,” the top court said and posted the matter for hear-
ing after eight weeks.

The court said it is passing the interim order after hear-
ing different perspectives with the hope and expectation
that both parties will take this in the right spirit and attempt
to arrive at a fair, equitable and just solution to the prob-
lems.

“We are also of the view that a stay of implementation
of all the three farm laws for the present, may assuage the
hurt feelings of the farmers and encourage them to come
to the negotiating table with confidence and good faith,”
it said.

“Laudably, the farmers have so far carried on the agi-
tation peacefully and without any untoward incident,” the
Bench said.

The Bench also noted that Attorney General KK
Venugopal, while agreeing for constitution of a commit-
tee, had vehemently opposed the grant of any interim stay
on the implementation of these farm laws.

“Though we appreciate the aforesaid submission of
the Attorney General, this court cannot be said to be com-
pletely powerless to grant stay of any executive action under
a statutory enactment,” the Bench said.

It passed the interim order on a batch of pleas, includ-
ing those challenging the validity of these farm laws, those
supporting these legislations and those raising the issue
of farmers protesting at Delhi borders.

From Page 1
At present, more than 50,000

Chinese troops are deployed all along
the LAC in Ladakh and India also
responded by positioning nearly the
same number of mountain warfare
trained troops.

Explaining the sequence of events
leading to the nine-month long stand-
offs, the Army Chief said every year
China holds exercises in the Tibetan
plateau. However, China being the
first mover had the advantage of sur-
prise he said in obvious reference to the
transgressions.

The Indian Army reciprocated in
August when its crack troops occupied
heights and surprised the Chinese,

Naravane said adding “it put us in the
advantage despite eyeball to eyeball con-
frontation”.

He was referring to the Indian
troops taking control of dominating
heights in the Chushul region of the
southern bank of Pangong Tso. By gain-
ing control of dominating heights,
Indian can overlook Chinese Moldo
Garrison. India military has occupied
some strategic heights - Magar Hill,
Gurung Hill, Gorkha Hill and Reqin La,
and are within their side of the LAC.

As regards the collusive threat of
Pakistan and China, the Army Chief
said it cannot be wished away. The secu-
rity establishment regularly carries out
review and the armed forces are ready

to deal with a two-front war if need be,
he said.

The Army next year will have its
first batch of women pilots flying heli-
copters in operational areas including
Siachen and rugged mountains of the
north-east. Making this announce-
ment here on Tuesday, Army Chief
General MM Naravane said here he
approved the proposal last month and
the first batch of women pilots will start
training from July this year. The one-
year training will enable them to under-
take flying missions and perform front-
line duties. At present, women officers
are posted at the air traffic control units.
The IAF and Navy have already induct-
ed women officers as pilots.
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New Delhi: IndiGo's airport manager in Patna was shot dead by
unidentified gunmen outside his home on Tuesday evening, said
aviation industry sources.  The airline confirmed the incident and
said it is “extremely saddened by the demise of our Patna airport
manager”.  “Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and
loved ones. We are in contact with his family and providing them
our full support, while cooperating with the relevant authorities
in the ongoing investigation,” it added in its statement.
The aviation industry sources said Rupesh Singh was shot mul-
tiple times outside his home in Patna when he returned from his
duty on Tuesday evening. PTI
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The Delhi Cabinet has
approved the financial

transactions related to some
key initiatives, including finan-
cial aid, in the form of Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) to the
Government and aided school
students for textbooks and
writing material.

Besides, funds have been
allocated to Delhi Bureau of

Textbooks ( DBT) to publish
and distribute support materi-
als, student diaries, workbooks,
material related to Happiness
Curriculum, mental Maths,
etc.

The Cabinet headed by
the Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, also approved the
setting up of Project
Management Unit (PMU) to
examine the fee hike proposal
by private schools on govern-

ment land for the year 2018-19
and 2019-20. The Delhi
Cabinet approved the afore-
mentioned measures in its lat-
est meeting.

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister and Education
Minister Manish Sisodia said
that the Government wants to
limit the disruption caused to
the education of children as
much as possible.

“Through financial assis-

tance, we hope all our children
will be able to purchase study
material and textbooks and be
connected with their studies.
Despite financial constraints,
we will do everything we can
from our side for our children
so their studies are not affect-
ed,” he said.

Annually, the Directorate
of Education of the Delhi
Government provides text-
books and cash through DBT

to school students of govern-
ment and aided schools to
classes 1 to class 8 and cash
subsidy to students of classes 9
to 12.

The Delhi Government
has approved Rs 64.37 crore for
incurring expenditure towards
disbursement of cash subsidy
for the students of govern-
ment and aided schools this
year.

Besides, under the Delhi

Government’s scheme ‘Free
Supply of Textbook supplies
and Material 2020-2021’, an
additional recurring expendi-
ture of Rs.30.05 crore has been
allocated. Under this provision,
supply of allied material, work-
books, mental maths material,
teacher diaries including nurs-
ery and KG textbooks to the
government and aided schools
will be made by Delhi Bureau
of Text books (DBTB).

In addition to these finan-
cial schemes, the Cabinet
approved two NICSI empan-
elled firms to set up PMU with
reputed chartered accountants
to examine fee hike proposals
of private recognized unaided
schools on government land in
Delhi. This will enable faster
disposal of the proposal for fee
hike submitted by the schools
for the session 2018-19 and
2019-20. 
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As the Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra turned a year older on
Tuesday, scores of Congress
leaders, party workers and sup-
porters across the country
greeted her and tweeted warm
birthday wishes. Delhi
Congress vice president and
senior dalit leader Jai Kishan
distributed blankets, sweets
and fruits among needy and
underprivileged patients
admitted in Sanjay Gandhi
Hospital in Mangolpuri,
Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital in
Pitampura and Rohini Lord
Maharishi Valmiki Hospital of
Puth, including Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Hospital.

“Due to Corona virus
across the country, the party
worker has done this program
with limited number and very
simplicity. Our leader always
works for the poor and under-
privileged and hence We are
distributing blankets to save
them from cold,” Jai Kishan
said. The Congress leader
hailed the Gandhi family con-
tribution in Indian Politics.
He said that under Priyanka
Gandhi leadership, the
Congress will perform well in
UP’s next polls. 
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Delhi Jal Board (DJB) has
curtailed water supply

from ‘Water Treatment Plants’
situated at Wazirabad,
Chandrawal and Okhla due to
the rising level of ammonia in
the River Yamuna.

The DJB in a statement
said that water supply shall be
affected on Wednesday in areas
such as Civil lines , Hindu Rao
Hospital, Kamla Nagar , Shakti
Nagar, Karol Bagh , Paharganj,
New Delhi Municipal Council
areas ,Old and new Rajinder
Nagar , Patel Nagar (East and
West), Baljeet Nagar, Prem
Nagar, Inderpuri, Kalkaji,
Govindpuri, Tugalkabad,
Sangam Vihar, Ambedkar
Nagar. Prahladpur, Ramleela
Ground, Delhi gate, Subhash
Park., Model Town, Gulabi
Bagh, Punjabi Bagh,
Jahangirpuri,Moolchand,
South Extension, Greater
kailash, Burari, parts of can-
tonment areas, South Delhi

and adjoining areas. 
The DJB has regretted the

inconvenience and advised the
public to make judicious use of
water. 

���
��������
� '-(�.-/*#

In a major reshuffle, the Delhi
Lieutenant Governor, Anil

Baijal on Tuesday transferred
eight Indian Police Service
(IPS) officers to new postings
across the National Capital.

According to the order
issued by L-G office on
Tuesday, the IPS 2003 batch
Prem Nath, Additional
Commissioner of Police, Cyber
Cell and Technology Cell has
been promoted as Joint CP,
Cyber Cell and Technology
Cell.

“B K Singh, the Additional
CP, Crime ( IPS 2003 batch) has

been promoted as Joint CP,
Crime. Rajneesh Gupta ( IPS
2005 batch)  has been appoint-
ed as Additional CP, Police
Technology Cell while IPS
2008 batch, Ajay Krishna
Sharma, has been given the
charge of Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Police Technology
Cell,” the order stated.

“Vijayanta Arya, (IPS 2009
batch), the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Northwest district has
been transferred to Economic
Offence Wing while Additional
DCP of West district, Sameer
Sharma, the IPS 2011 batch has

been given the charge of DCP,
1st Battalion,” the order stated.
“Usha Rangnani ( 2011 batch
IPS),  the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Police Control Room
(PCR) has been given the
charge of DCP, Northwest.
Prashant Priya Gautam of the
2013 batch IPS and posted as
DCP, Traffic has been trans-
ferred as Additional DCP, West
district,” the order further stat-
ed. Sameer Sharma of 2013
batch IPS and posted as
Additional DCP West district
has been sent to the 1st Delhi
Armed Police battalion as DCP,
the order stated.
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The crime investigation
agency (CIA) of the

Gurugram police arrested a
wanted inter-State criminal
along with his aide from the
Dwarka expressway near Garhi
Harsaru village in Gurugram
on Monday.

The police said on Tuesday
that a bounty of Rs 25,000 had
been fixed on one criminal.

The arrested accused were
identified as Akash alias Ashu
of Bamdoli village in
Gurugram, the Haryana police
had fixed a bounty of Rs 25,000
on him. The other accused was
identified as Jasveer alias Jassa
of Jind district in Haryana.

The police added that the
nabbed culprits were involved
in two dozen cases, including
murder, attempt to murder,
kidnapping and extortion and
snatching.

“Akash was the kingpin of
this gang. Including Akash,
we have arrested 13 gang mem-
bers of his gang in which the
Haryana police had fixed a
bounty of Rs 25 thousand each
on Akash and Ankit and Rs
5,000 each on Ajit and Monu.
Till now we have recovered 1
revolver, 8 live cartridges and
a Mahindra Scorpio car from
their possession,” said Preet Pal
Sangwan, ACP (Crime).

According to the police, the
accused were arrested by the
crime branch team of Palam
Vihar unit led by Inspector
Joginder Singh, from the

Dwarka expressway near Garhi
Harsaru village in Gurugram
on Sunday after a tip-off. 

During interrogation, the
kingpin of the gang Akash
disclosed that on November 15
he along with his gang mem-
bers had attacked the family
members of a former sarpanch
of Bamdoli village in which
around four people sustained
critical injuries during the inci-
dent. 

“All the nabbed culprits
were habitual offenders and
have served jail terms in the
past. Akash wanted to establish
his domination in his village so
that he along with his accom-
plices had allegedly attacked on
the victims,” Sangwan said. 

It may be recalled that in
2007, Akash had killed his
classmate inside his school
premises with his father’s
licence pistol. The incident
had hit the several headlines at
that time.
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
terminated the manager of the North-West

Delhi Labour Office with immediate effect after
he was found to be involved in ‘grave’ ‘irregu-
larities’ in a dozen cases.

Sisodia who is also the Labour Minister con-
ducted a surprise inspection after receiving com-
plaints of irregularities in the registration of
Delhi’s construction workers and decided to dis-
continue the services of the manager after grave
irregularities were found in a dozen cases.

During the inspection, Sisodia also direct-
ed the labour officers to carry out all the work
related to registration and welfare of the labour-
ers as per the rules and within the stipulated time
period.

“The complaints ranged from not following
proper procedure to negligence on behalf of
labour office workers who used photographs of
women instead of men in the registration doc-
uments. In another case, irregularity was found
in the registration of a worker who visited the
office but used a photo clicked earlier instead

of a photograph clicked on the spot,” the
deputy chief minister office said in a statement.

Sisodia directed the labour officers to fin-
ish all the work related to registration, renew-
al and providing welfare benefits to construc-
tion workers on time. “When the Delhi gov-
ernment has made comprehensive plans for the
welfare of city’s construction workers, then all
the deserving workers should be able to avail
their benefits. No negligence will be tolerated
in this matter,” he said.

���
��������
� '-(�.-/*#

Adelegation of the Delhi
Congress led by its presi-

dent Anil Kumar on Tuesday
submitted a memorandum to
the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi Anil Baijal, seeking his
intervention in the recon-
struction of a Hanuman
Temple in Chandni Chowk
that was allegedly demolished
by the BJP-ruled North Delhi
Municipal Corporation to
widen a road.

A copy of the memoran-
dum has also been sent to
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah, seeking his intervention
in the reconstruction of the
Hanuman Temple.

The Congress memoran-
dum has drawn the attention of
the Lt. Governor that the old-
est Hanuman Mandir, where
people of all faiths used to wor-
ship due to its central location
was demolished without any
forethought in an overnight
operation, by the North MCD,
after getting the approval of the
Arvind Government in Delhi,
as both had termed the temple
as an “encroachment”.

Kumar impressed upon
the Lt. Governor that this

Hanuman Temple was conse-
crated before Independence
by adhering to all the rites for
idol worship. The Congress
leader said that this temple had
become a place of worship for
people from all faiths, not only
for the residents of Old Delhi
but also for lakhs of people who
visit Chandni Chowk, Red
Fort, and the Old Delhi area
from across the country every
day.

The memorandum point-
ed out that the demolition of
the Hanuman Temple has
wounded the religious senti-
ments of the people and shock-

ingly the Hanuman idol has
been consigned to an MCD go-
down as a “case property”. The
Congress delegation pleaded
with the Lt. Governor that
considering the hurt senti-
ments of the people, the
Mandir should be re-built at its
original place.

Kumar while talking to

the media said that Congress
will spare no effort in ensuring
that the Hanuman temple is
reconstructed at the same place
where it had stood, and criti-
cized the BJP and the Aam
Aadmi Party Government for
shedding crocodile tears, after
conspiring in the demolition of
the temple.
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The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) in its

meeting approved a proposal to
change the land use of a plot
allotted by it for building a new
structure of the Guru Ravidas
Temple, which was demol-
ished by the urban body on the
directions of the Supreme
Court in 2019.

The meeting was chaired
by Delhi Lieutenant (LG)
Governor Anil Baijal who is the
chairman of the urban body.

According to official, the new
structure will come at the
Jahanpanah City Forest area in
the National Capital.

The approved land was
allotted by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
"at the same site" where the old
structure existed in the forest
area in south Delhi.

The decision to change the
use of the allotted 400 sqm of
land from "recreational to pub-
lic and semi-public for religious
purpose" was taken during an
online meeting of the

Authority, the highest deci-
sion-making body of the DDA.

In early October last year,
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) had approved
the proposal to allot the piece
of land, and also recommend-
ed the change of land use. 

"After the allotment, a pub-
lic notice was issued inviting
objections and suggestions
from the public for this pur-
pose. After that, it went to the
Board of Enquiry and Hearing,
which cleared the proposal.
And, today it was approved by
the Authority too," a senior
official said.

It will now be sent to the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs for final notification.

The Delhi LG Office tweet-
ed the decisions made during
the meeting. 

"Also approved proposals
for change of land use for
expansion of facilities of ILBS
Hospital and for religious pur-
poses for Sant Guru Ravidas ji
temple in Jahapanaha City
Forest," it tweeted. 

In August 2019, huge
protests had broken out in
Delhi and Punjab by members

and leaders of the Dalit com-
munity after the structure of
the old Ravidas temple was
demolished by the DDA on
directions of the Supreme
Court.   

Among other decision
approved by the Authority,
included modification in
Master Plan of Delhi 2021 per-
taining to warehouse or ware-
housing schemes and area
norms for sewage treatment
plants (STP), the LG Office said
in the tweet. 

Revision in development

control norms for setting up of
fuel stations-CNG in commu-
nity centres; and extension of
existing rates of additional FAR
(floor area ratio) and use con-
version upto June 30, 2021,
were other proposals which
were approved in the meeting,
it said. 

"Advised the officials to
closely monitor and ensure
timebound disposal of appli-
cations under #PMUDAY con-
ferring property rights to the
residents of UCs," the LG said
in another tweet.
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Adelegation of Goenkars liv-
ing in Delhi met with the

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Tuesday and thanked him
for notifying the setting-up of
the Konkani Academy by the
Delhi Government.

Kejriwal said that the
Konkani culture should be

spread and propagated to
everyone. “People should learn
from other cultures, that is how
integration takes place and
that is the beauty of India,” he
said.

The chief minister also
said that he looks forward to
seeing everyone participate
actively in all the programs,
including Konkani music,
drama, dance.

"We have people coming
from across the country from
states like Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Kerala, West
Bengal, Gujarat, East and
North-East India etc. Likewise,
we have people from Goa who
have come and settled in Delhi.
And I am so happy to learn that
all the Goans who have settled
in Delhi have formed their own
associations of Goenkars,” he

said.
Kejriwal further said that

the Delhi government had set
up Marathi academy last year,
which has been running since
then.

“It was the demand of the
Konkani speaking people since
then that a Konkani academy
should also be set-up. Since the
time we have announced the
Konkani Academy, it has been

received very well and I am
glad that everybody is happy
with the setting-up of the acad-
emy," he added.

In a Cabinet meeting held
on January 8, the Delhi
Government had approved the
setting up of Konkani Academy
to facilitate the growth and pro-
motion of the Konkani lan-
guage and culture in the
national capital.

The academy will be set up
under the Department of Art,
Culture, and Languages of the
Delhi Government, for the
people of Delhi to have expo-
sure to the rich Konkani cul-
ture, language, literature, and
folk arts. 

The newly set-up academy
will soon be allocated an office
space with the entire necessary
infrastructure.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Tuesday said

that his Government has
launched various flagship
schemes in last two years and
some of these schemes was
launched for the first time in
the world.

Addressing the concluding
session of the Chief Minister's
Urban Leaders Fellowship
(CMULF) programme,
Kejriwal appreciated the fellows
for their hard work and wished
them luck for their future
endeavours. 

The Chief Minister said
that in these two years, the
CMUL fellowship program has
sensitized the fellows towards
resolving the problems of the
general public by working on
some critical policies of the
Government. 

Kejriwal also appreciated
the fellows for working on
these policies with diligence.
Minister of Administrative
Reforms Kailash Gehlot was
also present at the meeting,
along with other Delhi
Government officials including
Chief Secretary.

Assressing the gathering,
Gehlot said, "I want to con-
gratulate you all for working on
various levels of executing the
flagship schemes of the Delhi
Government.
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Senior Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader and MLA
Atishi on Tuesday said that the citizens of Delhi

should  vote the AAP to power in Municipal elections
in order to make Delhi cleaner and to remove the cor-
ruption. Atishi said that the citizens of Delhi again voted
AAP to power because we fulfilled all the promises we
made before the 2015 elections. 

"Today was the sixth day of the Mohalla Sabhas
organised by the AAP to expose the BJP ruled MCD.
AAP organised around 205 Mohalla Sabhas in about
55 legislative assembly constituencies of Delhi. These
Mohalla Sabhas witnessed a footfall of around 21,000
people," she said.  The AAP will continue the devel-
opment works done by the Delhi government in the
MCD too, she added. 
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The Delhi Police has arrested a
wanted criminal of eastern

Uttar Pradesh, Kanhaiya
Vishwakarma alias Girdhari, who
allegedly killed a rival gang mem-
ber in a shootout in the posh
Gomti Nagar area of Lucknow last
week.

Police said that they have
also recovered One 9 mm pistol
and a live cartridge from the pos-
session of the accused. Police
said that a reward of Rs one lakh
was declared on his arrest in a
2019 case where he killed one
Ritesh in Varanasi. Girdhari was
also a resident of Varanasi district
of Uttar Pradesh (UP).

According to a senior police

official, on Monday, the special
staff of Outer North district of the
Delhi Police got a tip-off regard-
ing a suspicious person having
weapon in Rohini’s Sector-11
area.

“Thereafter, a team was
formed and the accused was
apprehended. Interrogation

revealed that on January 6, he
killed one Ajit Singh of the rival
gang member in Lucknow,” said
the senior police official.

Ajit, 39, who was a notorious
criminal of Mau district having 17
cases against him, and his associ-
ate Mohar Singh were travelling in
an SUV when three motorcycle-
borne assailants opened fire at
them.

After killing Ajit, he wanted to
make Delhi as his hideout. He
reached Delhi on Monday and
while Vishwakarma was searching
a house for him, he was arrested,
police said.

Over 20 cases have been reg-
istered against him. The first case
was registered of a robbery in
2001, police added.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday lambast-

ed dynastic politics as the
“biggest enemy” of democracy
and said it gives rise to a new
form of “dictatorship” and bur-
dens the country with “incom-
petence”. He said “these dynas-
ties” are also a very big reason
behind political and social cor-
ruption in the country.  

Addressing the valedictory
function of the second National
Youth Parliament Festival,
Modi launched an all out attack
on dynastic parties, saying
those who rise due to their
dynasties have no respect and
fear of law as they believe if
their previous generations were
not accounted for corruption,
none can touch them as well. 

“They see such examples
in their own families. So they
have neither respect nor fear of
law,” he said, asking youngsters
to join politics as this is “nec-
essary” to save it. “It is true that
(in politics) the fortunes of
those who have been winning
elections on the basis of sur-
names are dwindling. But in

politics, this disease of dynas-
tic politics is not completely
finished,” said Modi without
any political families. Though
people have now been sup-
porting honesty and perfor-
mance, and the legacy of “cor-
ruption” of those in dynastic
politics have become a burden
for them, but the “disease of
dynastic politics” has not been
fully eradicated, the Prime
Minister said.

“There are still people
whose conduct, ideas and goals
are all aimed at saving their
family politics and their fam-
ilies in politics. Dynastic pol-
itics gives rise to a new form of
dictatorship in democracy and
burdens the country with
incompetence. Dynastic poli-
tics only strengthens the sen-
timent of ‘me and my family’
instead of ‘nation first’,” he
said. 

Modi, however, added that
things have changed from a
time when people associated
politics with “violence, cor-
ruption and loot” and thought
it cannot change. A youngster
joining politics was seen as
someone who has gone astray,

he said. People are now so
aware that they stand with
honest people in politics and
give them a chance, he said,
asserting that honesty and per-
formance have become “first
essential requirements of
today’s politics”. 

This has happened due to
pressure created by the aware-
ness in the country, he said,
before noting that some
changes are still required and
highlighting dynastic politics
as the “biggest enemy” of
democracy. “The biggest
enemy of democracy still exists
and that is dynastic politics.
Dynastic politics is such a
challenge before the country
that has to be rooted out,” he
said. 

Exhorting youngsters to
join politics in his virtual
address, the Prime Minister
said the “poison of dynastic
politics” will continue to weak-
en democracy unless they
enter it.  The nation’s politics
like any other sector needs
them and their new thoughts,
energy, ideas and dreams a lot,
he said.

In his address, he also
paid rich tributes to Swami
Vivekananda, whose birth
anniversary fell on Tuesday,
and said his ideals have
inspired people, including dur-
ing the freedom struggle, of
every generation and asked
youngster to follow them. Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla and
Union Ministers Ramesh
Pokhriyal NIshank and Kiren
Rijiju also attended the func-
tion at Central Hall of
Parliament.
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India and Bangladesh on
Tuesday agreed to enhance

the fight against terrorist enti-
ties, including global terrorist
groups as well as other fugi-
tives, wherever they are present
and active. The first delegation-
level virtual police chiefs’ dia-
logue between India and
Bangladesh also agreed to
establish designated ‘nodal
points’ for timely and effective
handling and response to exist-
ing as well as emerging securi-
ty and counter-terrorism chal-
lenges.  

India and Bangladesh
agreed to enhance their work
jointly against terrorist entities
including global terrorist
groups, as well as other fugi-
tives, wherever they are pre-
sent and active, an official
statement said.  Both sides
reiterated the need for sharing
of real time intelligence and
feedback through the desig-
nated ‘nodal points’, while
appreciating each other’s
ongoing action against insur-
gent groups operating in the
region. 

The scope of enhanced
coordination to combat trans-
border criminal activities,

including smuggling of drugs,
Fake Indian Currency Notes
(FICN), arms and ammuni-
tion and human trafficking
was also discussed, the state-
ment said.  While discussing
ongoing bilateral cooperation,
issues of mutual concern and
the way forward, it was decid-
ed to further strengthen the
relationship of the police
forces of the two countries.   In
view of the l imitations
imposed by the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, the
meeting was held virtually
and in a shorter format. 

Both sides,  however,
emphasised the importance of
this new high level mecha-
nism as the dialogue con-
cluded with assurances of
greater cooperation on both
the sides to address all secu-
rity challenges in future. 

The institution of police
chiefs’ dialogue, assisted by
members of other security
agencies on both sides, will
further enhance the existing
cooperation between the
police forces of both coun-
tries,thereby further consoli-
dating a relationship that tran-
scends strategic partnership in
this 50th anniversary of the
Liberation of Bangladesh, the
statement said.
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Ahead of the upcoming
Assembly polls in five

States, the Election
Commission of India (ECI) on
Tuesday held discussions with
Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla regarding the require-
ment of central security forces
and related matters to conduct
free and fair polls. The meet-
ing was held at Nirvachan
Sadan. The terms of the assem-
blies in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
West Bengal, Puducherry and
Assam will end on May 24,
2021, June 1, 2021, May 30,
2021, June 8, 2021 and May 31,
2021 respectively.  

“The meeting was “pri-
marily to discuss requirement
vis-à-vis availability of central
armed police forces (CAPFs),
and related matters, for the
upcoming Assembly Elections
to the States of Assam, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal,
and the Union Territory of
Puducherry,” a brief EC state-
ment said.

Top sources said that a
team of EC officials had visit-
ed poll bound states and discuss
the preparations and other mat-

ters with state government offi-
cials.” The issue of law and order
was prominently discussed in
the meeting,” said officials.

Keeping in mind social
distancing norms due to coro-
navirus pandemic, the
Commission could increase
the number of polling stations
in these states to restrict the
number of voters per polling
station.

In the recently-held Bihar
polls, the number of voters per
polling station was reduced
from 1,200 to 1,000, resulting
in creation of additional polling
stations.

The poll body has recent-
ly issued an advisory saying
that no officer connected

directly with election duties
should be allowed to continue
in the respective district if
he/she is posted in her/his
home district. The
Commission wrote to the chief
secretaries and chief electoral
officers of these five states
regarding the transfer and post-
ing officers associated with
conducting the elections.  

According to the EC, the
decision follows the consistent
policy of the Commission that
officers directly connected with
conduct of elections in poll-
bound State/Union Territory
are not posted in their home
districts or places where they
have served for considerably
long periods.
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The NIA on Tuesday filed a
chargesheet before the

Special NIA Court here under
various Sections of the Indian
Penal Code and provisions of
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act against Abdur
Rahman alias Dr Brave (28) of
Bengaluru, Karnataka in con-
nection with an Islamic State
Khorasan Province (ISKP)
case. Rahman is a qualified
doctor and the first such pro-
fessional to be charged in a ter-
ror case.  

The accused doctor has
been chargesheeted for
allegedly furthering ideology
and activities of proscribed
terrorist  organisation
ISIS/ISKP in connivance with
co-accused Jahanzaib Sami
and others for committing
subversive/anti national activ-
ities in India.

Abdur Rahman alias Dr
Brave was arrested on August

17, 2020 from Bangalore by
NIA.

As a student of MBBS at
Bangalore Medical College,
Abdur Rahman got radi-
calised, listening to the online
lectures of hard line Islamic
preachers including ‘Anwar
Awlaki’. Subsequently, he came
into contact with other radi-
calised youth and travelled to
Syria in December, 2013 and
participated in various ter-
rorist activities of ISIS. After
his return to India he contin-
ued to remain associated with
the ideology of ISIS, the NIA
said in a statement.

“Utilising his knowledge
of Ophthalmic Lasers and
Medical Science, he made
efforts to develop applica-
tions for medical and military
requirements of ISIS. To this
end, he was in regular com-
munication with ISIS terror-
ists located abroad as well as
in India including Jahanzaib
Sami on Threema, a secure

messaging platform,” it said.
Consequently, he had

achieved significant progress
towards developing a medical
application for treatment of
ISIS terrorists and also a Laser
Guided Anti-Tank Missile
application for controlling the
trajectory of the missiles for
enhancing their effectiveness
for furthering the cause of
ISIS, it said, adding further
investigation in the case is
continuing. 

Earlier, a charge-sheet was
filed on September 2 last year
against five accused persons-
-- Jahanzaib Sami and Hina
Bashir Beigh, resident of
Srinagar, Abdullah Basith of
Hyderabad, Sadiya Anwar
Shaikh and Nabeel Siddick
Khatri, both of Pune, under
IPC sections Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

This case arose out of
Delhi Police Special Cell, FIR
number 85/2020 dated March
8, 2020 pertaining to arrest of
Jahanzaib Sami Wani and his
wife Hina Bashir Beigh from
Okhla Vihar, Jamia Nagar
here on March 8, 2020 on
receiving an input that they
were affiliated to the banned
terrorist organization ISKP, a
part of ISIS, and were plan-
ning subversive/anti-national
activities in India. The NIA
had re-registered the case on
March 20 last year and took
up the investigation of the
case.
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Seeking to reinvent the age-
old Indian tradition of

coating houses with cow
dung, Khadi and Village
Industr ies  Commission
(KVIC) has developed Khadi
Prakritik Paint, a first-of-its-
kind paint in India made
from cow dung with eight
benefits or Ashta Laabh.

The unique product
which is eco-friendly and
cost-effective, was launched
by Minister for MSME, Nitin
Gadakri on Tuesday.Union
Minister for Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
Giriraj Singh, Minister of
State for MSME, Pratap
Chandra Sarangi, and KVIC
Chairman  Vinai Kumar
Saxena were present on the
occasion.

While launching the
paint,  Gadkari said the inno-
vative Khadi Prakritik Paint
has the potential of evolving
into a �6,000 crore market
and creating 10 lakh new
jobs that will revolutionalize
the agro-based economy of
the country.

“A policy will be framed
for sharing the technical
knowhow of Khadi Prakritik
Paint to maximum people in
India. KVIC will provide
technical training to new
entrepreneurs who could
benefit by manufacturing cow
dung paint. Thousands of
Prakritik paint manufacturing

units can be set up across the
country that will give a big
boost to local manufacturing
and agro-based economy,”
Gadkari said.

He said bulk utilisation of
cow dung will ensure mone-
tary gains to farmers that
will also desist them from
selling away cows in the mar-
ket. “This will put a check on
cow slaughtering. We will
stop cow slaughtering
through the economy and
not through the law,” he said.

KVIC Chairman VK
Saxena said Khadi Prakritik
Paint was not just a product
but a tool of accelerating the
growth of rural economy in
India. “The prime objective of
developing cow-dung paint is
employment generation
which is the basic premise of
Khadi. This paint is a rein-
vention of age-old practices
into a scientifically-tested
modern product,” Saxena
said.

Production of  Khadi
Prakritik Paint is aligned with

the  Prime Minister’s vision of
increasing farmers’ income.
At the same time, it will cre-
ate thousands of new jobs in
the paint manufacturing sec-
tor as KVIC will share the
technology and provide train-
ing for manufacturing of
Prakritik Paint, he added.

At present, Prakritik Paint
manufacturing unit at KVIC’s
Kumarappa National
Handmade Paper Institute in
Jaipur, has the daily capacity
of producing 500 liters of
paint which provides direct
employment to 10 people.

Apart from being water-
proof and washable, Khadi
Prakritik Paint contains the
natural benefits of cow dung
like anti-bacterial, anti-fungal
and natural thermal insula-
tion properties. 

This paint is eco-friendly,
non-toxic, odorless and cost-
effective. Emulsion paint
meets BIS 15489:2013 stan-
dards; Distemper paint con-
forms to BIS 428:2013 stan-
dards.
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Opposition parties on
Tuesday welcomed the

Supreme Court’s decision to
stay the implementation of the
three farm laws, but some of
them expressed doubts over the
neutrality of the committee
formed by the top court to end
the impasse over the con-
tentious legislations.

Congress’ chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said the
party welcomes the Supreme
Court’s concern over the farm
laws, but the party has issues
with the composition of the
committee formed by it. He
said the members of the com-
mittee have already expressed
their views in the past favour-
ing the new laws “so the ques-
tion arises in our minds that
how justice will be done to
farmers by their hands”.

While staying the laws, the
top court set up a four-mem-
ber committee to resolve the
impasse between the Central
government and the farmers’
unions protesting at Delhi’s
borders over the legislations.

NCP supremo and former
Agriculture Minister Sharad
Pawar also welcomed the
Supreme court’s decision to put

on hold the implementation of
three farm bills and set up the
committee to resolve the issues. 

“It is a big relief for farm-
ers and I hope that a concrete
dialogue between the Central
government and farmers will
be initiated now, keeping the
farmers interests and wellbeing
in mind,” said Pawar.

Last month, Pawar, who
was the Union agriculture min-
ister from 2004 to 2014 in the
Manmohan Singh government,
along with other opposition
leaders including Congress’s
Rahul Gandhi met President
Ram Nath Kovind and sought
a repeal of the three farm laws. 

Echoing similar views,
DMK chief M K Stalin also
welcomed the decision of the
Supreme Court, saying this is
a victory for farmers protest-
ing across India.

“I once again urge the
Union government to commit
to repealing the farm laws in
the next Parliament Session,”
he said.

CPI(M) General Secretary
Sitaram Yechury Tweeted :
Can anyone expect the protest-
ing farmers demanding repeal
of Agri Laws to talk to such a
committee? 

Why should they?

Farmers are left with no
other option than to boycott
this committee?, the left leader
mentioned.

Shiv Sena leader and Rajya
Sabha member Priyanka
Chaturvedi asked “Should not
farm laws after SC stay now
move to Parliament Standing
Committee of
Parliamentarians where vari-
ous stakeholders from farm
sector can be heard. “That’s
what the constitution man-
dates. There’s a clear separation
of role of judiciary, executive
and legislative,” said
Chaturvedi. Congress, Shiv
Sena and NCP are alliance
partners in the Uddhav
Thackeray led Maharashtra
government.

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambram said the con-
cern expressed by the Supreme
Court over the farmers’
protests is “justified and wel-
come in the situation created
by a stubborn Government”.

“The decision to form a
Committee to help find a solu-
tion is well-intentioned.
However, the composition of
the four member committee is
puzzling and sends contradic-
tory signals,” he said on
Twitter.
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India has reported the low-
est single-day jump in coro-

navirus cases in the last 24
hours since mid-June with
12,584 fresh infections taking
the tally to 1,04,79,179, the
Union Health Ministry said
on Tuesday

The death toll increased
to 1,51,327 with 167 daily new
fatalities while the number of
people who have recuperated
from the disease surged to
1,01,11,294 pushing the
national COVID-19 recov-
ery rate to 96.49 percent.

The Covid-19 case fatal-
ity rate stands at 1.44 percent
with the active caseload
remaining below 3 lakh.

There are 2,16,558 active
coronavirus infections in the
country which comprises 2.07
percent of the total caseload,
as per the Ministry.

India’s COVID-19 tally
had crossed the 20-lakh mark
on August 7, 30 lakh on
August  23,  40 lakh on
September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It went past 60
lakh on September 28, 70
lakh on October 11, crossed
80 lakh on October 29, 90
lakh on November 20 and
surpassed the one-crore mark
on December 19.

“The country is now 14th
among the most affected
countries  by active 
cases. India added 12,584
cases, the lowest daily spike
since June 17, to take its total
caseload to 10,479,179. 

And, with 167 new fatal-
it ies its Covid-19 death
toll reached 151,327, or 1.44
per cent of total confirmed
infections,”  said Union
Health Secretar y Rajesh
Bhushan.
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With temperatures falling,
an orange alert was

issued by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Tuesday for the
northern plains with a forecast
of a cold wave for the next four
days. A similar alert has been
sounded for Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry with a forecast of
heavy rains. The IMD said
that the minimum temperature
over the north Indian plains is
likely to be below normal dur-
ing this period.

“Due to the prevalence of
dry north/northwesterly winds,
the minimum temperature is
very likely to be below normal
over most parts of northwest
India during next 4-5 days
which are very likely to cause
cold day/severe cold day con-
ditions at some parts of Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh & Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand
during next three days.

“Cold wave/severe cold
wave conditions at some parts
are also very likely over Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi and in isolated parts
over Uttar Pradesh, north
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
during next three days,” the
IMD said.

Ground frost is also very
likely in isolated pockets over
south Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh and north
Rajasthan during the next two
days.

The IMD said that dense to
very dense fog conditions at
isolated places are very likely
over northwest India during
the next 4-5 days.
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Jaipur: A meeting
was held on
Monday under the
chairmanship of
H o u s i n g
C ommissioner
Pawan Arora along
with the officials of
All India Services Residency
Society. At the meeting, officials
gave suggestions in relation to
the Servent Room, Kitchen,
Club House, which the
Commissioner, while adopting
a positive attitude, convinced
them to consider their sugges-
tions.

The All India Services
Residency proposed in Pratap
Nagar Sector Sector-17 was
accepted by the Olympic Board
till 31 December 2020. 159 offi-
cers have applied for the scheme.
All India in Pratap Nagar Sector
17 of Jaipur by Rajasthan
Housing Board Officers serving
in All India Services of Services
and Central Civil Services
(Group-A Services) in

Rajasthan, Officers of All India
Services and National Civil
Services (Group-A Services)
serving in Rajasthan's basic res-
ident or other states/cadre, based
in Rajasthan Central Armed
Services “AIS Residency”
Residential Plan for Officers of
Central Armed Police Force
and Officers of Rajasthan
Administrative Service,
Rajasthan Police Service, and
Rajasthan Accounts Service,
Officers of Police Force,
Rajasthan resident and other
states/cadre Has been. Along
with this the scheme also
includes those officers who are
residents of other states but
residing in Rajasthan but are
now retired.
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As the countdown for the
assembly election began

in Tamil Nadu, the ruling
AIADMK and the Opposition
DMK have adopted a defensive
posture to ward off any possi-
ble erosion of votes in the
coming days. The aggressive
postures of both the parties
have given way to sense of cau-
tion.

A possible patch up
between the AIADMK and the
breakaway Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhakam
(AMMK) launched by TTV
Dhinakaran have gained
momentum by Friday follow-
ing a derogatory statement
made by Udhayanidhi Stalin,
son of DMK president M K
Stalin.

While addressing an elec-

tion rally, Udhayanidhi made
vulgar comments about Chief
Minister Edappadi
Palaniswamy and V K Sasikala,
the jailed aide to late J
Jayalalithaa. Though main-
stream media did not report
the same, the video of
Udhayanidhi’s speech went
viral in the social media. 

The Chennai Police on
Monday registered cases
against Udhayanidhi under
various sections of the IPC,
Information Technology Act
and Tamil Nadu 
Prohibition of Women
Harassment Act.

Activists of the DMK, who
belong to the Thevar commu-
nity too took strong objection
to the words of Udhayanidhi
and a prominent community
member has posted a social
media message against the
scion of the Karunanidhi fam-

ily. Senior AIADMK leaders,
who did not want to be named,
said that efforts were on to
patch up with the Sasikala fac-
tion. Sasikala is expected to be
released from jail on January
27, her lawyer S Pandian had
disclosed recently.

There are reports that
Dhinakaran who is heading the
AMMK have started talks with
AIADMK leaders at the
instance of common friends
and well wishers. “This possi-
bility could not be ruled out.
There is a feeling among both
the factions that they should
fight the election together,”
said Kolahala Srenivaasan,
author and political commen-
tator.

Stalin, who was holding
Gram Sabhas across the villages
in Tamil Nadu had to put such
interactions on hold after a
woman created a ruckus in one

of the meetings held in
Coimbatore district. Poongodi,
reportedly an activist of the
AIADMK, asked questions
which irritated the DMK chief
who asked her to go out of the
meeting. The woman was beat-
en up by the DMK cadre and
police had to intervene to save
her.

The possibility of the DMK
forging an alliance with
Asaduddin Owaisi  MP and
president of the AIMIM looks
bleak as the latter felt humili-
ated by Stain’s action of invit-
ing him for the January 6 pub-
lic meeting and later asking
him to stay off. 

Talks are going on between
Kamal Haassan’s MNM and
Owaisi to forge a third front in
the State. 
There is a likelihood of
Thirumavalavan of the VCK,
who pleads with Dalits to get

converted to Islam, to join the
Kamal-Owaisi front if the
DMK refuses to allocate  the
number of seats which the for-
mer had demanded.

Mani Shankar Iyer,
Congress leader had said on
Sunday that his party would
accept whatever seats are allo-
cated to it by the DMK. “It
would be unrealistic for us  to
expect more seats than we got
last time,” said Iyer at a time
when other alliance partners
like the VCK, MDMK and the
Islamic outfits are pressurizing
the DMK for more seats.

The BJP made it known on
Monday that Edappadi
Palaniswamy would be the
chief ministerial candidate of
the AIADMK and the
Hindutwa party would extend
full support to him. This was
stated by BJP’s Tamil Nadu
observer C T Ravi.
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As many as 5,507 more persons tested coronavirus posi-
tive and another 4,270 patients cured in Kerala on Tuesday,

Health Minister KK Shailaja's office said.
The state's test positivity rate on Tuesday stood at 8.52 per

cent. A total of 25 fatalities on Tuesday took the COVID-19
death toll to 3,347.

In all, 64,556 persons are under treatment across the state.
Ernakulam district had the highest 813 new cases and

Kasargod lowest 58 cases.
Of the positive cases, 53 have come from outside the state.

In all, 4,952 persons tested positive through contacts while
the source of infection in 433 others is not known.

A total of 69 health workers tested positive on Tuesday,
including 22 in Pathanamthitta, 10 in Ernakulam, nine in
Kozhikode, eight in Kannur, seven in Thrissur, four in
Palakkad, two each in Thiruvananthapuram, Wayanad and
Kasargod, and one each in Kollam, Alappuzha and Kottayam.

Lucknow: The Lucknow police
have detained a doctor from
Sultanpur in connection with the
murder of history-sheeter Ajit
Singh.

One of the accused Rehan,
who was arrested on Sunday, had
revealed the names of Dr. A.K.
Singh and another one Vishal
Singh of Sultanpur.

The police also traced
WhatsApp chats between Vishal
and an eastern Uttar Pradesh
don-turned-politician.

The shooters were injured
on the night of January 6 when
they sprayed bullets on another
history-sheeter Ajit Singh, in the
Gomti Nagar area of Lucknow
They were first taken to a flat by
Rehan and Vishal Singh and a
private doctor was called in to
treat them.

“On January 7 morning, the
duo was taken to the private
facility of Dr. A.K. Singh in the
red-coloured SUV by Vishal,”
said a senior police official.

The official said that Vishal
stayed in a flat in Gomti Nagar
extension, registered in the name
of the eastern Uttar Pradesh don-
turned-politician.

As per the plan, Vishal was
to take the shooters out of Uttar
Pradesh.However, the plan got
upset after the alleged shooters,
Girdhari Sharma and Pradeep
Singh Kabutra got injured, the
police said.

The injured shooters were
admitted under fake names to
conceal their identities till the
treatment on January 10, police
said.

Later, they were taken in a
maroon-coloured car and
dropped in Ujjain in Madhya
Pradesh. “We have checked the
entire conversation and also
seized Vishal's mobile phone,”
the police officer said.

The police are now ques-
tioning the doctor about his links
with the shooters and the east-
ern Uttar Pradesh don. IANS
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ArrayGuwahati: As the ruling
BJP kicks off its Assembly poll
campaign in Assam, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah and
other central leaders would
hold a series of election rallies
in the northeastern state next
week, BJP leader and Assam
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said on Tuesday.

BJP national president JP
Nadda, who left here on
Tuesday for Delhi, addressed a
public gathering in southern
Assam's Silchar on Monday
and claimed that the saffron
party has been winning all the
elections in the country from
Jammu & Kashmir to
Telangana, and it would return
to power in Assam once again
with 100-plus seats in the
upcoming state Assembly polls.

Sarma, who is the conven-
er of the BJP-led alliance of
regional parties -- North East

Democratic Alliance (NEDA)
- said that Prime Minister
Modi is likely to visit Assam on
January 23 and Home Minister
Shah is also likely to address
two public rallies at Kokrajhar
and Nalbari on January 24. The
Prime Minister's detailed pro-
gramme is yet to be finalised.

Nadda who was on two-
day Assam visit held meetings
with Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal, Sarma,
state BJP President Ranjeet
Kumar Dass and other senior
leaders in Guwahati on
Monday and Tuesday and dis-

cussed the strategies for the
Assembly polls likely to be
held in April-May.

Accompanied by his wife
Mallika Nadda, the BJP
President on Tuesday visited
the famous Kamakhya
Devalaya in Guwahati on
Tuesday and prayed at the
famed 'Shakti Peetha' atop the
picturesque Nilachal hills in
Assam's main city. The 126-
member Assam Assembly will
go to the polls along with West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

In the last Assembly polls
in 2016, the BJP defeated the
Congress and formed the gov-
ernment in Assam for the first
time winning 60 seats after
forging an alliance with the
Bodoland People's Front (BPF)
and the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP), who won 14 and 12
seats, respectively. The ruling
alliance also has the support of
an independent MLA. IANS
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Tuesday met his Defence Ministry colleague MoS
Shripad Naik, who has been admitted to a Goa
hospital following a road accident in Karnataka late
on Monday.

Singh briefly met Naik at the Goa Medical
College campus to enquire after his health and to
condole the death of the Union MoS's wife
Vijaya, before leaving for the national capital.”His
condition is stable according to doctors. They have
said there is no danger. If proper treatment can be
provided here, then he will be treated here itself.
If need be, he will be shifted to Delhi. Everything
will depend on doctors here,” Singh told reporters
at the hospital campus after he met the team of doc-
tors treating Naik.

Singh also said that doctors at the Goa hos-
pital were in touch with their counterparts at the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences in the
national capital. Singh is also scheduled to visit
Naik's private residence at San Pedro near Panaji.

Earlier on Tuesday, Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant said that Naik's condition is “stable” and
he's responding well to treatment after two
orthopaedic operations in the early hours of
Tuesday.

“I have met Bhau (Naik). His condition is sta-
ble now. The two orthopaedic surgeries conduct-
ed on him were successful,” Sawant told reporters

shortly after meeting Naik at the hospital's coro-
nary care unit.

“The operations started around 2.30 a.m. and
lasted till around 7 a.m. He is now under sedation.
He is responding well to treatment,” Sawant said.

Sawant said that Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will arrive here later in the day to ask after
the health of Naik, who was injured in a road
mishap in Karnataka late on Monday.

“We will take a call on whether we need expert
opinion. Rajnath Singh will also meet with doc-
tors later today to review Naik's health,” Sawant
said.

Naik's wife Vijaya and his Personal Secretary
Deepak Ghume had succumbed to their injuries,
while his driver and a Personal Security Officer are
currently admitted at the Goa Medical College near
Panaji.

The Chief Minister said that hours after Naik
was rushed from the accident site in Yellapur in
Karnataka to the Goa Medical College on Monday
night, two surgeries were conducted.

Apart from loss of blood and dropping blood
pressure, Naik had a broken upper limb and a frac-
tured thigh bone. Late on Monday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also spoke to Sawant and direct-
ed him to ensure the best treatment for Naik, a
fifth-term MP from North Goa and a former state
BJP President. IANS
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Gandhinagar: While unveiling the
new Tourism Policy 2021-25, Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani on
Tuesday said the Statue of Unity
(SoU) at Kevadiya received more
visitors than the Taj Mahal in Agra.

The new policy aims to develop
specific areas in the state. Similar to
the concept in the West, the govern-
ment also wants to develop caravan
and beach tourism like in Goa.

Addressing the media, the Gujarat
CM said, “We want to boost the ser-
vice sector industry by developing the
tourism infrastructure in the state. In
the latest tourism policy we have
stressed more on developing specif-
ic focused areas like we have devel-
oped the SoU site at Kevadiya. The
SoU has received overwhelming
response from tourists as it receives
more visitors than the famous Taj
Mahal.”

The state government will be
giving incentives to tourism devel-
opment projects in focused areas.

In the new policy, a provision has
been made for a minimum Rs 1 crore
investment and 20 per cent incentive
for it, though there is no limit on max-
imum investment. In the previous
tourism policy, there was a cap of Rs
50 crore investment and 15 per cent
subsidy on investment in new hotels,
resorts, amusement parks, theme
parks and water parks. “If the invest-
ment is more than Rs 500 crore, we
will give 20 per cent incentive on that,”
Rupani added.

The new policy also wants to
incentivise amusement parks, water
parks and theme parks where Rs 50
crore would be considered the mini-
mum investment and 15 per cent sub-
sidy would be given for investment in
the range of Rs 50 crore to Rs 500
crore.

The state government wants to
push projects yielding large invest-
ments and for that amusement park
projects with more than Rs 500 crore
investment would be given land on
lease on top of the 15 per cent sub-
sidy. The 15 per cent subsidy would
also be given to resorts and the
National Accreditation Board for
Hospitals & Healthcare Providers
(NABH) accredited wellness resorts.

The Gujarat government wants to
have large convention halls in the
state. “We want more convention cen-
tres with capacity as much as 5,000 or
10,000.””We will be giving incentives
to convention centres with mini-
mum 2,500 sitting capacity where 15
per cent incentive on investment will
be given,” Rupani added.

“We want to start caravan tourism
in Gujarat where tourists can form
caravans and travel across the state.
The government will offer 15 per cent
subsidy on Rs 10 lakh investment in
the caravan tourism industry,” said
Rupani. According to the policy, in
tented accommodation in specific
focused areas, investment worth more
than Rs 50 lakh would be given 15 per
cent incentive.  IANS
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Chennai: At least four pas-
sengers, including a woman,
were electrocuted while 10
others received injuries after
their bus came in contact
with a power transmission
line in Tamil Nadu's
Thanjavur district, police
said on Tuesday.

According to the police,
the private bus carrying
about 50 passengers fell into
a pit while overtaking a lorry
and came in contact with the
live power cable at Varagur
village. The injured have
been admitted to a nearby
hospital. IANS
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K.Palaniswami on Tuesday
announced reopening of schools for classes 10 and 12

from January 19.
In a statement issued here, Palaniswami said the schools

will be reopened only for classes 10 and 12 and each class-
room will have 25 students.He also said in order to boost
the immunity levels, the students attending the classes will
be given vitamin and zinc tablets.

The Chief Minister said the government's decision comes
after 95 per cent of the parents had expressed in favour of
reopening of the schools.

The parent's views were taken on 8 and 9 of this month
by the respective schools and a report was submitted to the
government.
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Varanasi: The district administration
in Varanasi has banned feeding of
migratory birds in the Ganga river and
along the Ghats.

Public announcements are being
made on the Ghats, asking people not
to feed the birds in view of the bird flu
scare. 

Migratory birds arrive in large
numbers in Varanasi during the win-

ter season and tourists go on boats and
feed these birds.

Chief veterinary officer Dr Vijay
Pratap Singh said that these migrato-

ry birds stay in Varanasi for almost
four months and are a major tourist
attraction. “In view of the bird flu
scare, we are asking humans to stay
away from birds. Public announce-
ments to this effect are being made
and the river police is also warning
boat riders. The boatmen have also
been adequately informed of the dan-
ger,” he said. IANS
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Having received 9,63,000 doses of
the Covid-19 vaccine vials,

Maharashtra on Tuesday geared
itself to administer the vaccine to the
people across the state in the first
phase of vaccination, even as the
Pune-based Serum Institute of India
(SII) sent out the first batch of Covid-
19 vaccine vials to 13 locations
across the country.Of a total of
14.50 tonnes of vaccine vials it dis-
patched to various locations across
the country on Tuesday, the SII has
made available 9.63 lakh doses to the
state health authorities.

Talking to media persons here,
Maharashtra Health Minister Rajesh
Tope said: “We will distribute the
vaccine vials district-wise as per the
instructions received from the
Corona Vaccination Experts Group
set up by the Centre. The vaccina-
tion drive will be undertaken at 511
locations in 36 districts in the state”.

“As many as 784,000 health

workers have so far registered them-
selves on the state’s Covid-19 portal.
The process of registration will con-
tinue till midnight of Tuesday-
Wednesday,” State Principal Secretary
(Health) Pradip Vyas said.

Vyas said that apart from 7.48
lakh people who had registered
themselves on the state’s Covid-19
portal, another 17,749 vaccinators
had also registered for the vaccina-
tion drive. Tope said that as part the
drive, his ministry had identified
nine priority groups for the vacci-
nation, including health care and
frontline workers comprising all
government and private health insti-
tutions, Asha, Anganwadi, central
police forces, armed forces, home
guard and municipal workers 

According to Tope, the third
group comprised all people above 50
years of age and those below 50 year
with co-morbidities. 

“Each centre will vaccinate at
least 100 people and all arrangements
have been made for the vaccination

teams comprising 5 members each
at all locations,” Tope said. 

The state government has set up
cold chain centres set up across the
state. These include 34 at various dis-
tricts and 27 in various municipali-
ties, 4 Walkin Freezers, 21 Walkin
Coolers, 3,937 Deep Freezers, and

4,153 ILRs. The Walkin coolers
have come up at Thane, Pune,
Nashik, Aurangabad, Kolhapur,
Latur, Akola and Nagpur. 

The Centre has sent 1,200
Vaccine Carriers which have already
been dispatched to the districts and
municipal corporations. 

In a related development, three
Kool-Ex Cold Chain trucks laden
with Covishield vaccine left from the
SII campus to the Pune International
Airport for onward despatch to 13
locations across the country.

The locations where the vaccines
have been dispatched include: Delhi,
Patna, Shillong, Ahmadabad,
Chandigarh, Lucknow, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Vijayawada,
Bhubaneswar, Kolkata and
Guwahati.Meanwhile, as SII
despatched 14.50 tonnes of vaccine
vials to various locations across the
country on Tuesday, its CEO-owner
Adar Poonawalla described the occa-
sion as “a historic and emotional
moment” for him.

“An emotional moment for the
team at SII as the first shipments of
Covishield finally leaves for multiple
locations across India,” Poonawalla
tweeted along with with two pho-
tographs – one with the entire SII
team and another with the temper-
ature-controlled truck.
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As a doctor, one of the
fundamental things you
are taught in the medical
college — and, frankly,

a lot earlier — is the difference
between the symptom and the
disease and the importance in
tackling the disease rather than
just the symptom. A fever, for
instance, is a good example of the
symptom that is common to a
number of illnesses, such as var-
ious types of flu as well as differ-
ent types of infections. However,
a paracetamol or Crocin cannot
cure such illnesses, though such
medicines may prove effective in
containing the fever briefly. The
ill-informed may be led to believe
that the disease is cured but, in
reality, the disease is alive and
kicking and, without proper care
and attention, the symptoms
(including the fever) would also
return.

In today’s time and age, we
are battling and struggling with a
disease that has turned our world
upside down: A virus that has lit-
erally brought the world to a
standstill and whose inertia we are
still trying to break away from.
The COVID-19 crisis has gripped
the entire world but afflictions like
fake news, propaganda and con-
spiracy theories that endanger our
fundamental understanding of
democracy are possibly where the
true threat to humanity lies. The
most recent example of this harm
that these diseases can cause is
when violent mobs stormed the
Capitol (which is the American
equivalent of our Parliament) on
the back of calls from outgoing
President Donald Trump and
other politicians and commenta-
tors from the Right wing to stop
the transition of power in the
United States of America. While
Trump and these leaders did
attempt to distance themselves
from the violence and said that
they never intended any violence
to take place, it is hard to argue
that by stirring emotions and by
acting contrary to the fundamen-
tal principles of a democracy, the
President and his supporters
(both in the media and in politics)
do not have blood on their hands.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi distanced himself from his
good friend, Trump, by tweeting
against the attack. However, what
should pain Modi more than the
unceremonious exit of his dear
friend from the office is the fact
that India too has, unfortunate-
ly, not been immune to the dis-
ease of unsubstantiated propagan-
da, and provoked — or, at the very

least, inspired — violence. And
after the Emergency of 1975,
the most severe impact of these
illnesses has been seen in his
tenure as the Prime Minister.
Therefore, while the attack on
the Capitol was shocking, we
have seen just as many disturb-
ing examples of violence
recently in our very own 
country.

In the attack on the stu-
dents of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, for example, we
saw a mob enter the campus of
a major university and beat up
and threaten students and
teachers alike. While reports
show that there are video clips
and reasonable evidence of the
prime actors of this violence
being from the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP),
the Right-wing student organ-
isation affiliated to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), there has been no sub-
stantial action against the insti-
gators, including those who are
clearly seen on camera.

We have also seen several
of the Union Ministers raise a
rallying cry on the election trail
in New Delhi, raising slogans
of “Desh ke gaddaaron ko…”,
with the faceless crowd
responding with chants of
“…goli maaron saalon ko”.
Similarly, during the protests
against the BJP’s Citizenship
Amendment Act, we had
another shocking incident
where a man fired at least two
shots from a distance of 50
metres from the stage of the
protest. In a video captured by
eyewitnesses, the man can be
seen brandishing his gun and
shouting: “Hamaare desh mein
kisi ki nahi chalegi, sirf Hinduon

ki chalegi (No one except
Hindus will have their way in
our country).” The man was
subsequently identified as Kapil
Gurjar and this same man was
a few months later inducted
into the BJP at a public func-
tion. At the ceremony, which
took place in Ghaziabad, the
district convener of the BJP
inducted him into the party
with the words: “Kapil Gurjar
has joined with hundreds of
supporters. He has influence
and support base in the area.
He has been impressed by the
party’s policies, the work being
done by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji and UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
ji.” While one does not expect
such honesty from politicians,
the BJP at least removed him
from the party and cancelled
his membership in the face of
the serious backlash that fol-
lowed.

Similarly, in a shocking
case of mob violence in
Bulandshahr, a police inspector,
SK Singh, was shot and killed
by a violent mob over an alleged
incident of cow slaughter.
According to reports, those
named in the charge sheet for
Singh’s murder include Bajrang
Dal’s local convener Yogesh
Raj and the BJP’s youth wing
leader Shikhar Agarwal. Other
than this, we also saw the hor-
rific abuse of power in Hathras
where the UP Police claimed
that there was no evidence of
rape but the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has subse-
quently filed a charge sheet
against four men accused of the
gang rape and murder of a 19-
year-old Dalit woman.

The above instances are

horrific examples of violence
and show a clear disregard for
the fundamental principles of
an effective democracy.
However, these acts of vio-
lence and disorder only catch
our attention when they reach
a terrifying crescendo. Much
like how the mob in the United
States (US), after being fed
hours and hours of lies and fake
news, was convinced that they
were participating in an act of
legitimate defiance; so have we
too seen mobs in India that are
fed streams of fake news and
falsehoods through social
media and through “legitimate”
news outlets till the point that
they are stirred into a violent
frenzy. It is here where the BJP
and the Prime Minister have
been found woefully wanting.
While the Prime Minister may
not himself be making such
inflammatory statements, his
acceptance and silence around
the conduct of those he has
direct control over and those
who regularly engage in such
malpractices speaks volumes.
While Modi has tried to dis-
tance himself from Trump and
his horrific legacy, he has much
to do to address and fix his
party’s own legacy in the coun-
try. In the words of Voltaire,
“Those who can make you
believe absurdities, can make
you commit atrocities”, and by
allowing such people to face no
consequence for their action,
Modi is leaving his own legacy
which has just as many black
marks as the man who called
him “a great friend”.

(The author is a former IPS
officer and member of the
Congress party. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
batting for raising the legal age
of marriage for women from 18
to 21 years is indeed a welcome
step which will give more power
to women. All States should raise
the legal age of marriage for
women. If the legal age of mar-
riage for boys is 21 years, why
can’t it be the same for girls? 

Due to marriage at an early
age,  girls are often forced by cir-
cumstances to put a break  to
their careers and studies and do
only household chores. In such
a situation, women are not able
to pursue the career of their
choice and fulfil their aspirations.
Further, marriage at an early age
also has an adverse effect on
their mental and physical health. 

Girls and women should
not be scared and must come
forth to report the crimes and
violence against them. Further,
it is the responsibility of their
parents and the society to create
an atmosphere in which girls do
not hesitate or feel shy of shar-
ing their problems. The country
will not be empowered in the
true sense unless its women are.

Amit Singh Kushwaha 
Satna
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Sir — An end to the farmers’ agi-
tation is nowhere in sight. The
Supreme Court should have con-
cerned itself about the question
of the constitutionality of the farm
laws.

What is really worrisome,
though, is the precedent the top
court is setting for various inter-

est groups for future debates
over the contentious laws. By
allowing for an extra-parliamen-
tary method to settle debate over
laws, the court is not only under-
mining the legislative but also the
nation’s faith in representative
democracy. It is telling the mass-
es that the way to arm-twist the
Government on laws that affect
their interest is to generate

enough heft to lay siege to the
Capital and the Parliament
House.

It is hard to see how the
court-appointed panel can come
up with an amicable solution. If
the eventual solution is not agree-
able to the farmers, it will be back
to square one. 

N Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru

������ �����	�����	��
Sir — Racism has again raised
its ugly head, this time at the
Sydney Cricket Ground. The
recent racial abuse of two crick-
eters is definitely a blot on
international sports. It has to be
condemned by one and all. 

It is appalling that such
things are happening when
most part of the international
cricket has been lost in 2020
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Even though matches are
being played of late, there is lit-
tle spectator capacity. 

The time has come for the
ICC to treat racial abuse as a
serious issue and take stern
action against the offenders. It
must ban the offenders from
entering stadiums for a fixed
period. During the IPL games in
India,  cricketers from different
parts of the world are greeted
and treated equally.  Everyone
should realise that colour, caste,
gender and religion in no way
decide the behaviour, skill, hap-
piness, opportunities and suc-
cess of a person.

V Nagendra Kumar 
Hyderabad
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Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai
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Blockchain is one of the latest technologies
used in the business world. Though this
technology was around since 1990s, it start-

ed gaining popularity in the last decade, with the
advent of cryptocurrencies. Although it is fast
gaining attention, its applicability to business
needs to be comprehensively understood and its
potential is still to be realised fully. The world
is in the early stages of acceptance, testing and
implementation of blockchain technology and
there is still some time before it hits the main-
stream. Blockchain is a type of database where
data is stored in blocks which are chained togeth-
er. Any new data is entered into a fresh block
which is then chained to the existing data in a
chronological order. Therefore, it differs struc-
turally from any of the existing databases where
the data is structured as tables and which is
accessed either by an individual or a group of
people. Although accessibility is easier, since data
sets are owned and managed by businesses, they
have control over statistics and they can be
changed and manipulated to suit the firm’s
requirements. This loophole is addressed in the
blockchain technology and since information is
stored in blocks, it becomes permanent once it
is entered and remains part of a timeline, chained
to other blocks of data having a precise time-
stamp. 

There are four aspects of this unique tech-
nology. First, consensus of all the relevant users
is taken and the information is updated only after
the transaction is validated by all of them.
Second, any transaction once approved, automat-
ically gets created across ledgers for all the users.
Permanency of records, or immutability, is the
third aspect. Once the blocks are added, they
cannot be removed. Fourth and the main
aspect of blockchain technology is security, as
only authorised users can create and access
blocks of data. Although blockchain technolo-
gy is mainly associated with cryptocurrency such
as bitcoins, once the extent of its applicability is
understood properly, it has the potential to trans-
form how businesses operate and can develop
exciting value propositions when different busi-
nesses work together as an ecosystem. New
processes can be developed opening up fresh
avenues to make merchandising more compet-
itive. Blockchain technology can help business-
es do some social good along with their regu-
lar activity. One of the fields where this new tech-
nology finds its application is in the food indus-
try. The journey of food from farm to fork can
be tracked using it. For instance, in 2006, the US
had an outbreak of escherichia coli, particular-
ly in spinach. It took the Government about two
weeks to find the source of the bacteria and, in
the meanwhile, tons of spinach was discarded
due to the fear of the vegetable being contami-
nated.

Blockchain technology has enabled trans-
parency in the supply chain, across different
companies and their ecosystems, to precisely
locate the origin of contamination. Several large
companies like Walmart, Nestle and Unilever are
using this technology to have more control on
the quality of raw materials. 

In one of the experiments conducted by
Walmart, it was able to trace the origin of sliced
mangoes back to the farm in 2.2 seconds using
the enterprise blockchain platform. Earlier,
such an activity using traditional methods to

track the sliced mangoes to their ori-
gin would have taken approximately
seven days. 

The US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) recently adopt-
ed this technology for food labeling
requirements to inform consumers
about “added sugar” to the product.
This makes it easier for companies pro-
ducing end products to track the sup-
pliers of ingredients through the infor-
mation recorded in the blocks, there-
by saving both time and money.

In the present age, information has
a very special place and protecting its
privacy is another important applica-
tion of blockchain technology.
Important information like user iden-
tity, passwords, address, Permanent
Account Number (PAN), bank details
and so on, are spread across the inter-
net, leaving us vulnerable to data
theft.

Out of 3.2 million fraud cases
reported to the US Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) in 2019, nearly 20
per cent were related to data and iden-
tity theft. According to the 2019
NortonLifeLock Cyber Safety Insight
Report, around 40 per cent of Indian
consumers have experienced identity
theft and have lost approximately �1.2
trillion in 2019 due to cyber crime. 

Blockchain technology finds its
application in securing the data of indi-
viduals by providing privacy of infor-
mation. Instead of having a central
database, which is the current practice,
a blockchain ledger acts as a digital
rights management system providing
relevant permissions to access required
information. For instance, if informa-
tion related to age is required, then only
that statistic is released instead of addi-
tional data like address and so on. Since
information is not present in the form
of a central database, it’s vulnerability
to theft is drastically reduced. 

Blockchain technology also makes
the tracking of digital information dif-
ficult because of three-layered secure
data exchange. The data seeker, data
provider and the network operator do
not know each other. Going forward,
this may be the best strategy to protect
consumers’ data and ensure privacy. 

Supply chain is another invisible
area which has a huge impact on the
operations of any business. Any inter-
ruption can lead to an overall disrup-
tion. Blockchain technology provides
increased transparency by providing
participants increased visibility across
all activities in the supply chain. It also
builds a resilient system, pre-defining
business conditions, so that contracts
are automatically kicked-in when these
conditions are fulfilled. 

This technology also streamlines
the addition of any supplier or vendor
into the business, which traditionally
is a time-consuming activity. Using the
unique aspect of immutability, the
process of recording new vendor
details in a trustworthy manner, is less
time consuming. Other industries
where blockchain technology can pro-
vide transformational opportunity are
banking and financial markets, insur-
ance, risk management, the healthcare
industry, research and clinical trials,
commerce, retail management, media
and the automation industry, to name
a few.

Globalisation is the mainstay of
today’s world with ever-increasing
cross-border trade and business.
However, the missing link is trust. This
lack of confidence can also lead to dis-
ruption in traditional business models,
which are usually process related and
have several stakeholders. Blockchain
technology can bring about a transfor-
mational shift by developing faith
between the parties.  Such new busi-
ness models have been used by com-

panies like Uber, Airbnb and Netflix.
Although the potential of blockchain
technology is immense, there are cer-
tain challenges. This know-how is not
mature as yet and it may take some
time for it to evolve further. A cue can
be taken from the fact that internet
technology is still making advances
after being introduced four decades
ago. Other challenges includes the
readiness of businesses to adopt this
technology and their ability to find a
value proposition in it, ensuring the
correct governance structure, and
placing the correct team to lead the
adoption of this know-how. 

Additionally, the feasibility of
adopting blockchain technology may
also be limited due to Government
policies, business environments, laws,
regulations and bureaucratic red tape.
A complex governance structure can
lead to ambiguity, interruptions and
higher expenditures. In the same vein,
blockchain technology adoption in
the public sector is mired in delays and
has a higher risk when compared to
private or hybrid participants.

Blockchain technology is already
finding its relevance across indus-
tries, like finance, cross-border trade
and supply chains. Although it may not
be the solution for every business
objective, it has the potential to trans-
form other industries as well. Many
business leaders want to know the
direct correlation between using
blockchain technology and improved
sales growth or competitive advantage.
Blockchain technology, because of its
unique characteristics of immutabili-
ty, transparency and trust, opens up
new ecosystems and business models
and fresh opportunities for revenue
generation. 

(The writer is Associate Professor,
Amity University, Noida. The views
expressed are personal.)
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The migrant workers who once
appeared on the front pages of
newspapers and dominated tele-

vision news were no longer visible in
the months following the nationwide
lockdown, which was necessitated by
the Coronavirus pandemic. Once they
reached their respective villages and
hometowns, all thoughts of them
were erased from public memory. It
was as though the crises of hunger and
homelessness had been effectively
resolved. But nothing could be farther
from the truth and the misery of the
silent workforce continued in the
hinterland as it was plagued by “lock-
down hunger.” 

After the Government announced

the lockdown on March 24, 2020,
States and the country at large were
reminded of the fact that its cities were
incapable of providing a dignified life
to a significant section of its residents.
They remained confined to the mar-
gins despite making significant contri-
butions to the local economy. To
make matters worse, relief schemes
announced by the Centre and State
Governments in response to such
calamities seldom reach the most
vulnerable, creating gaps in local gov-
ernance and management. 

The pandemic and similar disas-
ters in the past, have underscored the
role of the local leadership in filling the
critical governance gap. In their com-
munities, these leaders take charge,
understanding very well, the socio-cul-
tural nuances and the language of the
people they seek to help. What sets
them apart are their courageous
actions, often going beyond the call of
duty and acting with a sense of
urgency to serve those facing a calami-
ty.  

In June 2020, when cyclone

Nisarga made landfall in Maharashtra,
it caused widespread damage in the
Raigad area, tearing down homes, dev-
astating farms and felling power poles
and trees. The cyclone had hit the
coastal districts of Maharashtra from
the Arabian Sea with wind speeds that
reached up to 120 kilometres per hour.
At this time, Pascal Sinor, a priest at
the Mary of Nazareth church in
Alibaug, Raigad district, distributed
rations to 250 families in his parish
and, about a 1,000 families in 13 neigh-
bouring tribal villages. With the help
of a local civil society agency, Sinor
could also arrange for clothes and roof-
ing material for 40 households.

The priest showed the importance
of local leadership. He showed that in
a crisis, the leadership challenge is an
unusual one: The leader needs to act
with spontaneity, take inconvenient
decisions and confront a system that
is paralysed, albeit temporarily, by the
calamity.

In the cyclone-prone State of
Odisha, Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
boldly declared just before a major

twister hit the State in 2013 that he
would “like to see zero casualties.” This,
in a State that had borne the brunt of
a devastating cyclone in 1999 that
claimed more than 10,000 lives! To set
such a goal for his Government, in a
region that suffers from endemic
poverty and has poor infrastructure,
was a huge political risk. He, neverthe-
less, announced his goal. 

Not only did the State succeed in
saving thousands of lives, but it also set
an international best practice and
now is a model for other States in the

country. In May 2019, too, when
Cyclone Fani made landfall in Odisha,
loss of life was minimal despite the
severity of the storm. 

Actions by leaders like Patnaik, in
serving people threatened by disasters,
have been recognised in a recent
report on local leadership for disaster
resilience, published by the UN Office
for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR).
The report, which documents the jour-
ney of several local leaders across Asia
through the course of different crises,
aims to inspire many more local lead-

ers to contribute to the achievement
of the Sendai Framework’s goal of dis-
aster and risk reduction in communi-
ties.

Perhaps a silver lining in manag-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic is also
the emergence of many local leaders
— ordinary people who have risen to
meet the needs of others. For instance,
Sourav Bhattacharjee, a theatre student
of Rabindra Bharati University in
West Bengal, got the idea to open a
community kitchen called “Mohamarir
Heshel (pandemic kitchen)” during the
lockdown in March. He went back to
Khowai district of Tripura, his home-
town, and started this initiative by
recognising the fact that many people
had lost their livelihood and could not
bank on their savings throughout the
pandemic. 

Bhattacharjee is just one of the
many local leaders that the pandem-
ic gave birth to. Whether these remain
one-off initiatives, limited to a story in
the media or we enable a system that
nurtures and recognises such leader-
ship, is a call for all of us to take. 

Despite their crucial role, local
leaders face considerable challenges in
their work, persevering even in the face
of seemingly insurmountable difficul-
ties, ranging from a lack of funds to
indifference in their communities. At
the same time, they might also lack
access to technical know-how and
nuances of humanitarian action. Local
leadership and action deserve
acknowledgement and enhanced sup-
port from national governments, inter-
national organisations, civil society,
businesses, and academia. The role of
such people is indispensable in the
hour of crisis. Involving them in plan-
ning allows for better resilience of local
communities. 

Governments and civil society
must work towards building an
enabling environment for nurturing
local leaders and integrate them into
the process, thereby ensuring no one
gets left behind.

(The writer is co-founder of a dis-
aster readiness, response and rehabili-
tation NGO, SEEDS. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Kampala (Uganda):
Opposition figures in Uganda
are criticizing widespread vio-
lence by security forces ahead
of Thursday’s presidential elec-
tion, while main challenger
Bobi Wine said soldiers who
raided his home Tuesday morn-
ing arrested a security guard
and beat two gardeners badly. 

“The terror, frankly, is
unprecedented,” said Kizza
Besigye, a veteran opposition
leader who challenged long-
time President Yoweri
Museveni in four elections.

“Violence, terror seem to

be scaled up with every com-
ing election. This election has
witnessed untold violence. It
gets worse and worse by the
day.”

The army spokeswoman
did not respond to a request for
comment. The police
spokesman was unavailable. 

Wine, a popular singer and
lawmaker whose real name is
Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, spoke
alongside other opposition fig-
ures in the capital, Kampala, on
the last day of campaigning as
they seek to deny Museveni
another term. AP

London: Twitter says it has sus-
pended more than 70,000
accounts associated with the far
right QAnon conspiracy theo-
ry following last week’s U.S.
Capitol riot. 

The social media company
said Tuesday that given the
events last week in Washington,
D.C., where a mob of pro-
Trump loyalists tried to vio-
lently storm the Capitol build-
ing, it was taking action against
online behaviour “that has the
potential to lead to offline.”

In many cases, a single
individual operated numerous
accounts, driving up the total
number of affected accounts,
the company said in a blog post. 

“These accounts were

engaged in sharing harmful
QAnon-associated content at
scale and were primarily dedi-
cated to the propagation of this
conspiracy theory across the
service,” the company said. 

Twitter’s sweeping purge
of QAnon accounts, which
began Friday, is part of a wider
crackdown that also includes its
decision to ban President
Donald Trump from the service
over worries about further
incitement to violence. 

The suspensions mean
some Twitter users will lose fol-
lowers, in some cases by the
thousands, the company said. 

The QAnon conspiracy
theory is centered on the base-
less belief that Trump is waging

a secret campaign against “deep
state” enemies and a child sex
trafficking ring run by satanic
pedophiles and cannibals.
Twitter has previously tried to
crack down on QAnon, remov-
ing more than 7,000 accounts in
July. 

Twitter said it’s also step-
ping up enforcement measures
and starting Tuesday it will limit
the spread of posts that violate
its civic integrity policy by pre-
venting anyone from replying
to, liking or retweeting them.

The policy prohibits
attempts to manipulate elec-
tions and spread misleading
info about their results, with
repeated violations resulting in
permanent suspension. AP

Brussels: The official super-
vising the agreement aimed at
curbing Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions is warning that Tehran’s
decision to ramp up uranium
enrichment could undermine
efforts to keep the deal alive
amid diplomatic efforts to
bring the United States back on
board.

European Union foreign
policy chief Josep Borrell said
Iran’s intention to enrich ura-
nium up to 20 per cent at the
Fordo underground nuclear
facility “is a very serious devel-
opment and a matter of deep
concern,” and “has very severe
proliferation implications.” Last
week, Iran began enriching
uranium to levels unseen since
the deal was struck in 2015.

Iran has argued that it is no
longer obliged to respect lim-
its laid out in the pact, known
as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, because
President Donald Trump vio-
lated it first by pulling the
United States out of the deal in
2018, which resulted in crip-
pling sanctions on Iran’s mori-
bund economy.

The deal offers Iran eco-
nomic incentives in exchange
for curbs on its nuclear pro-
gram, but with the reinstate-

ment of American sanctions,
the other signatories — China,
France, Germany, Russia and
the U.K. — have struggled to
provide Iran the assistance it
seeks.

President-elect Joe Biden
has said he hopes to return the
US to the deal, which was
negotiated while he was vice
president. Borrell and the other
countries would welcome such
a move.

“At this critical juncture,
Iran’s action also risks under-
mining efforts aimed at build-
ing upon the existing diplo-
matic process. We urge Iran to
refrain from further escalation
and reverse this course of
action without delay,” Borrell
said in his statement, released
late Monday.

He said that full and time-
ly cooperation with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency “remains critical.” 

Borrell added that the EU
looks “forward to working with
the incoming U.S.
Administration.” Despite Iran’s
violations, the IAEA has
reported that Tehran continues
to give inspectors full access to
its nuclear sites — a key reason
the signatories say it is worth
preserving. AP

Beijing: China’s People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) recent-
ly started deploying the coun-
try’s first panoramic, high-pre-
cision spatial datum that covers
the uncharted Western border
region of the country, official
media here reported on
Tuesday.

The system which provides
3D mapping with centimetre
level accuracy will contribute to
the infrastructure construction
as well as combat capability
enhancement of Chinese forces
in the region, state-run Global
Times reported.

China has the longest bor-
der spanning 22,000 kms and
shares them with 14 countries
with 11 of them, including
India, in the Western sector.

India and China have
3,488-km long Line of Actual
Control (LAC) including the
Eastern Ladakh where the
armies of the two countries
have deployed a large number

of troops.  
Over the past two years a

navigation and mapping unit
affiliated with the PLA Western
Theatre Command, which
looks after the borders with
India, traversed over 20,000
kms and established the first
panoramic, high-precision spa-
tial datum in the western bor-
der region based on 3D geo-
graphic information from
remote sensing images and
joint situational precognition,
the Global Times quoted the
official China Central
Television (CCTV) as saying.

“The panoramic spatial
datum is like a multifunction-
al, highly accurate ruler that can
indicate the coordinates of
remote sensing images and
other geographic data. We can
evaluate the data, that can reach
centimeter-level accuracy,”
Wang Yanbin, deputy leader of
the navigation and mapping
unit, told CCTV. PTI 
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Militants targeted a polio
vaccination team in

northwestern Pakistan on
Tuesday, killing a policeman in
the latest attack on workers
engaged in the campaign
against the crippling disease.

The unidentified gunmen
opened fire on the team at
Latambar area in Karak district
of Khyber- Pakthunkhwa
province.

The policemen were pro-
viding security cover to the vac-
cinators.

A policeman patrolling the
area was killed in the firing. 

No group has claimed
responsibility for the attack.

Pakistan and neighbouring
Afghanistan are the only two
remaining countries in the
world where polio is endemic. 

Immunisation efforts in
the past have been hampered
by militants.  They have
alleged the immunisation
campaigns are a cover for
Western spies.  

Washington: The FBI has
warned that it has received
intelligence that “armed
protests” were being planned at
all 50 US state capitols and in
Washington DC in the run-up
to President-elect Joe Biden’s
inauguration on January 20,
leading to fears of more dead-
ly violence by extremists sup-
porting outgoing President
Donald Trump.

Posts on pro-Trump and
far-right online networks have
called for protest action on a
number of dates, including
armed demonstrations in cities
across the country on January
17 and a march in Washington
DC on inauguration day itself.

“Armed protests are being
planned at all 50 state capitols
from January 16 through at
least January 20, and at the US
Capitol from January 17
through January 20,” according
to the internal Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) bulletin
obtained by CNN and other
media outlets.

Biden is slated to be sworn
in as the 46th President of the
United States on January 20,
along with Indian-origin
Kamala Harris as the Vice
President.

On Monday, Biden told
reporters he was not afraid to
take the oath of office outside
of the US Capitol.

Both he and Harris are still
expected to be sworn in outside
the building, only two weeks
after it was the site of a deadly

raid by radical supporters of
Trump opposing the election
result.

Only after the
Congressional certification of
the November 3 presidential
elections last week, the outgo-
ing Republican President

Trump has reluctantly accept-
ed the election results and
promised a smooth transition
of power.

But he still believes the
presidential elections had mas-
sive voters’ fraud, an allegation
which remains unsubstantiat-

ed and have been thrown out
of courts dozens of times.

However, Trump’s repeat-
ed assertion of massive voters’
fraud has incited his base. This
resulted in thousands of his
supporters storming the
Capitol Hill, the historic build-
ing, that houses the US
Congress on January 6.

Five people, including a
woman and a police official
died and several dozens injured
in the incident that is now con-
sidered as a dark letter day in
the history of American
democracy.

The Democratic Party,
which has majority in both the
House of Representatives and
the Senate and would occupy
the White House after January
20, on Monday moved second
impeachment proceedings
against Trump, blaming him for
the unprecedented violence.

The FBI and the American
security and intelligence agen-
cies, who were taken aback by
the last week inglorious
moment at the Capitol Hill, a
major breach of security that
put the lives of hundreds of
American lawmakers at risk,
are now leaving nothing to
chance. PTI 

��
�  �#�,

Egypt on Tuesday reopened
its airspace to Qatar flights

after regional heavyweight
Saudi Arabia reopened its air-
space and border with the Gulf
Arab state last week, Egyptian
airport officials said.

A Qatar Airways plane is
due to land in Cairo on
Friday, the officials said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because they were

not authorised to speak to the
media.

It will be the first commer-
cial f light between the 
two countries since Egypt
joined Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain in a boycott of Qatar in
2017, accusing it of cozying up
to Iran and financing extrem-
ist groups in the region. Doha
denied the charges, criticising
the Arab embargo as a bid to
subvert its sovereignty. 
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US President Donald
Trump has issued an

emergency declaration for the
national capital here ahead of
his successor Joe Biden’s inau-
guration on January 20, amidst
threat perception to the event
by federal agencies.

In a statement on Monday,
the White House said the
President’s action authorises
the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) and the
Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
to coordinate relief efforts to
alleviate the hardship and suf-
fering caused by the emer-
gency on the local population.

The emergency in
Washington DC will be effec-
tive from Monday till January
24.  

It comes in the wake of last
week’s violent protest, in which
thousands of pro-Trump sup-
porters stormed the Capitol
building and clashed with

police, interrupting a consti-
tutional process by Congress to
affirm the victory of President-
elect Biden and Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris
in the election. Five people,
including a Capitol Police offi-
cer, died in the protests.

According to the White
House, the emergency declara-
tion also provides appropriate
assistance for required emer-
gency measures, authorised
under Title V of the Stafford Act
to save lives and to protect prop-
erty and public health and safe-
ty, and to lessen or avert the
threat of a catastrophe in the
District of Columbia.

Specifically, the FEMA is
authorised to identify, mobilise,
and provide at its discretion,
equipment and resources nec-
essary to alleviate the impacts
of the emergency.  Emergency
protective measures, limited to
direct Federal assistance, will
be provided at 100 per cent
Federal funding, the White
House said.
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Washington: Indian-American
Congresswoman Pramila
Jayapal said on Tuesday that she
has tested positive for coron-
avirus after being locked down
in a secured room at the US
Capitol where several
Republican lawmakers reck-
lessly refused to wear masks in
the moments after the January
6 attack.

“I just received a positive
Covid-19 test result after being
locked down in a secured room
at the Capitol where several
Republicans not only cruelly
refused to wear a mask but reck-
lessly mocked colleagues and
staff who offered them one,” 55-
year-old Jayapal tweeted.

In a statement, Jayapal said
she began quarantining imme-
diately after the attack on the
Capitol, fearing and foreseeing
exactly what would occur given
the number of maskless law-
makers sitting in the same room
with her. PTI 
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New Delhi:Markets regulator
Sebi is planning to rope in an
independent agency to provide
contract staff, including recep-
tionist and data entry operator,
for its Bhubaneswar office.

Besides, the regulator is
also planning to hire an agency
that will provide security
guards.In two separate notices,
inviting applications from the

interested parties, Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) said the services would
be required at the regulator’s
local office in
Bhubaneswar.The scope of the
work involves providing the
necessary manpower like
housekeeping cum office atten-
dant, receptionist, data entry
operator and office assistant.
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Retail inflation fell sharply to
4.59 per cent in December,

mainly due to declining food
prices, government data
showed on Tuesday.

Retail inflation based on
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) was 6.93 per cent in
November.

Food inflation declined to
3.41 per cent in December in
2020, compared to 9.5 per cent
in the previous month, accord-
ing to the data released by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) factors in retail inflation
while arriving at its monetary
policy. 
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Equity indices vaulted to
fresh lifetime highs for the

third session on the trot on
Tuesday as investors remained
in risk-on mode amid unabat-
ed foreign fund inflows. 

Overcoming a wobbly
start, the 30-share BSE Sensex
surged to its all-time peak of
49,569.14 during the day, pro-
pelled by robust buying in
index heavyweights Reliance
Industries and HDFC Bank. 

The index finally finished
at its new closing record of
49,517.11, up by 247.79 points
or 0.50 per cent.  

On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty advanced
78.70 points or 0.54 per cent to
a fresh closing peak of
14,563.45. It scaled a record
level of 14,590.65 during the
session.

On the Sensex chart, SBI
was the top gainer, rallying 3.65
per cent, followed by Bharti
Airtel, Reliance Industries,
HDFC Bank, ITC, Axis Bank
and NTPC. 

RIL and HDFC Bank
accounted for the lion’s share of
the benchmark’s gains.

On the other hand, Asian
Paints, HUL, Nestle India,
Titan, Kotak Bank and Sun

Pharma were among the lag-
gards, dropping up to 3.93 per
cent. “The pace of the market
rally continued despite RBI’s
caution over elevated NPA lev-
els in 2021, supported by PSU
Banks and auto stocks.
Majority of the sectors traded
in the green in anticipation of
good quarterly result while
pharma and FMCG experi-
enced some selling.  
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The domestic hospitality
industry, which has been

severely affected by the Covid
-19 related disruptions, is like-
ly to witness a decline of over
65 per cent in 2020-21, accord-
ing to a report.

However, there might be a
recovery in demand in the
later part of financial year
2021-22 as vaccine rollouts
gains traction, it said.

In a report, rating agency
Icra said it expects the indus-
try to contract 65 per cent in
the financial year 2021, with
massive operating and net loss-
es, wiping out the cumulative
profits of the four past years.

However, a sharp demand
recovery is possible in the later
part of the financial year 2021-
22, as vaccine rollouts gain trac-
tion.

Much though will be con-
tingent upon the spread of the
pandemic and success of vac-
cination efforts, the report said.

The situation is still

evolving, with numerous head-
winds as seen with the restart
of crowd control and lock-
downs, increasing India’s
COVID cases and globally over
the last few weeks, the report
added.

The domestic hospitality
industry has been one of the
worst-hit sectors, severely
affected by the COVID-19
pandemic and subsequent
lockdowns, which restricted
mobility and hotel occupancies
in all the major markets, the
Icra report stated.

Icra research observed
that pan-India occupancy hit
an all-time low of 18-20 per
cent in eight months of the
financial year 2021, down from
64-65 per cent in the previous
year.The average room rates
(ARR)s was at Rs 3,400-3,500
per night, a discount of 35-40
per cent, while the RevPAR
declined by about 80 per cent
during the period under con-
sideration.

Although some sequential
improvement has been wit-

nessed since September 2020,
recovery is slow and arduous,
punctuated by setbacks, it said,
adding that this will culminate
in a weak financial year 2021.

“We expect FY21 RevPAR
to decline by 70-75 per cent
pan-India and close at Rs 900-
1,000 per night. It will contin-
ue to be impacted by the lock-
down, travel restrictions
because of the virus spread.

“FY22 will see the indus-
try witnessing over 120 per cent
growth in revenues and oper-
ating margins clawing up to 13-
15 per cent supported by pick-
up in revenues and some con-
tinued benefits of the large-
scale cost rationalisation mea-
sures undertaken during the
pandemic, particularly in
staffing,” Icra VP and Sector
Head Pavethra Ponniah said.

However, to put these
growth numbers in perspective,
the optically high growth num-
bers for financial year 2021-22
will only place the industry on
a recovery path to pre-COVID
levels in 2-3 years, she said.

New Delhi:Income tax returns
filed this year have risen by
about 5 per cent to nearly 6
crore as more businesses and
entities filed annual income
statements. Over 5.95 crore
income tax returns (ITRs) for
the fiscal year ended March 31,
2020 (2019-20) were filed by
January 10, the Income Tax
Department said.

The ITR filing deadline for
individuals ended on January
10 while for companies it is till

February 15. The tax depart-
ment in a tweet said 5.95 crore
ITRs for Assessment Year 2020-
21 were filed till January 10,
2021, as compared to 5.67
crore ITRs filed for the previ-
ous Assessment Year by
September 10, 2019.

The total returns for 2019-
20 are 33.35 lakh higher than
the previous year as total ITRs
filed stood at 5.61 crore on the
last date which was August 31,
2019. PTI
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WhatsApp on Tuesday said
its latest policy update

does not affect the privacy of
messages as the Facebook-
owned company sought to
address concerns around secu-
rity of user data on the plat-
form.

In a blogpost, WhatsApp
emphasised that it does not
share users’ contact lists or data
of groups with Facebook for
ads purposes, and that neither
WhatsApp nor Facebook can
read messages or hear calls
between users on WhatsApp.

Last week, WhatsApp had
informed users of an update in
its Terms of Service and priva-
cy policy regarding how it
processes user data and part-
ners with Facebook to offer
integrations across the social
media giant’s products.

It also stated that users will

have to agree to the new terms
and policy by February 8, 2021,
in order to continue using
WhatsApp’s service.

This kickstarted a spate of
conversations and memes on
the internet over WhatsApp’s
alleged sharing of user infor-
mation with Facebook, and
many users have started shift-
ing to rival platforms like
Telegram and Signal.

“We want to be clear that
the policy update does not
affect the privacy of your mes-
sages with friends or family in
any way.

Instead, this update
includes changes related to
messaging a business on
WhatsApp, which is optional,
and provides further 
transparency about how we
collect and use data,”
WhatsApp said.

It added that WhatsApp
accesses only the phone num-

bers from the address book
(after getting user’s permission)
to make messaging fast and
reliable, and that it doesn’t
share contact lists with the
other apps Facebook offers.

“We use group member-
ship to deliver messages and to
protect our service from spam
and abuse. 

We don’t share this data
with Facebook for ads purpos-
es. 

Again, these private chats
are end-to-end encrypted so we
can’t see their content,” it noted.

A report by internet secu-
rity researcher Rajshekhar
Rajaharia had claimed 
that at least 1,700 private
WhatsApp group links were
visible on Google through a
web search. WhatsApp noted
that users can choose to set
their messages to disappear
from chats “for additional pri-
vacy”. 
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Industrial production con-
tracted by 1.9 per cent in

November, entering the nega-
tive territory after a two-month
gap, mainly due to poor show-
ing by manufacturing and min-
ing sectors, official data showed
on Tuesday.

The manufacturing sector
- which constitutes 77.63 per
cent of the index of industrial
production (IIP) - recorded a
contraction of 1.7 per cent in
November 2020, as per data
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO).

Mining sector output too
witnessed a decline, shrinking
7.3 per cent. However, power

generation grew 3.5 per cent in
the month under review.

The IIP had grown by 2.1
per cent in November 2019. 

Industrial production had
plunged 18.7 per cent in March
last year following the Covid-
19 outbreak and remained in
the negative zone till August
2020. 

With the resumption of
economic activities, factory
output posted a flat growth of
0.48 per cent in September.  

The IIP growth for
October has been revised
upwards to 4.9 per cent from
last month’s provisional esti-
mates of 3.6 per cent.

The government had
imposed a lockdown to contain
the spread of COVID-19 infec-
tions on March 25, 2020.

With the gradual relax-
ation of restrictions, there has
been a relative improvement in
the economic activities by vary-
ing degrees as well as in data

reporting, the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation had said in a
statement issued in November.

The ministry had also
given a disclaimer that it may
not be appropriate to compare
the IIP in the post-pandemic
months with the data for
months preceding the COVID-
19 outbreak.

The manufacturing sector
had recorded a growth of 3 per
cent in November 2019.  

Similarly, mining sector
output grew 1.9 per cent, but
electricity generation shrank by
5 per cent in November 2019.

The output of capital
goods, which is a barometer of
investment, fell by 7.1 per cent
in November 2020 as against a
contraction of 8.9 per cent
earlier.

Consumer durables output
fell by 0.7 per cent, compared
to 1.4 per cent contraction in
November 2019.
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India’s fiscal deficit in the
current financial year is like-

ly to reach 7.4 per cent of the
GDP on the back of enhanced
government expenditure amid
the pandemic, said the SBI

Ecowrap report.
The report noted that as

per the first advanced estimate
of the GDP, real GDP will con-
tract by 7.7 per cent in FY21,
and nominal GDP growth is
expected at (-) 4.2 per cent.
Accordingly, the nominal
GDP for FY22 would grow by
15 per cent to Rs 224.04 lakh
crore.
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Mumbai:The rupee
recouped early losses and
closed 15 paise higher at
73.25 against the US dollar
on Tuesday, supported by
weakness in the greenback
overseas and recovery in
domestic equities. Unabated
FPI inflows added to the
momentum, though gains
were capped by firm crude oil
prices, forex traders said. At
the interbank forex market,
the rupee opened weak at
73.42 and shuttled between a
high of 73.24 and a low of
73.44.
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Human Resource Management
has significantly evolved over

the years and has now become a
more humane profession. Over
the past decade, coaching, coun-
selling and mentoring has become
a very important responsibility
for HR managers. The skill of
coaching, counselling and men-
toring has the potential to revolu-
tionise the relationship between
managers and executives while
also dealing with different aspects
of managing human resources like
career planning and development,
performance management, stress
management, and other areas
which may affect employees emo-
tionally. 

Well being of an organisation
including its profitability and busi-
ness sustainability, has been posi-
tively correlated to employee well
being in various studies. Therefore,
it is a well established fact that
whenever the employee satisfaction
is high and their well being is
looked after, their commitment
and engagement with the organi-
sation is also high. 

Students pursuing MBA in HR
are always encouraged to imbibe
these three skills to help the organ-
isation as well as employees per-
form better. Every manager has
their own leadership style, howev-
er coaching and mentoring skills
helps one to become a friendly yet
effective leader. 

Let’s understand the impor-
tance of the three skills in a busi-
ness setting.

Coaching in an organisa-
tional context

HR professionals are often

encouraged to pursue the coaching
role. Coaching is a training method
in which a more experienced and
skilled professional provides advice
and guidance to employees regard-
ing their work goals, performance
and career trajectory. 

Often, organisations hire exter-
nal coaches and consultants to help
employees, but lately, companies
prefer internal HR teams working
in the coaching arena, since HR
professionals are skilled and pre-
pared to take on this role. Such
additional responsibilities are also
helpful for budding HR profes-
sionals to enhance their career. The
coaching role enables new man-

agers to speed up, improve conflict
resolution and help obtain indi-
vidual as well as business goals.

Counselling at workplace
In an organisation, HR pro-

fessionals are at the forefront of
employee development, grievance
redressal and employee retention.
Workplace counselling is an inter-
vention by the HR team, and the
HR managers act as a support spe-
cialist to employees from all
domains. The counselling process
involves providing a safe space for
employees to talk about issues at
work. HR managers ensure that the
process is unbiased, confidential
and is seen as an activity for

employee welfare. Most organisa-
tions are emphasising on de-
stressed employees to boost their
productivity, and also to retain
their employees.

An HR mentor for employee
development

Mentoring is the process of
building a formal relationship with
a new and/or inexperienced
employee and helping them to
quickly understand the organisa-
tion and perform to their true
potential. An HR professional can
thus help build a healthy culture at
the workplace by ensuring employ-
ee satisfaction and catering to
grievances by providing appro-
priate guidance both formally and
informally. This is because a men-
tor needs to be evaluative and unbi-
ased to help employees quickly
speed up as a contributor to the
organisation. Considering that
every new employee will have new
responsibilities and will need to
work according to the vision and
mission of the organisation, every
HR professional must act as a men-
tor to employees.

Enabling the coaching, coun-
selling and mentoring process, in
true earnest, will definitely help to
advance organisational goals. 
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Recognising the intellectual
talent of meritorious stu-

dents, GNIOT Group of
Institutions, Greater Noida has
announced scholarships worth
�10 crores.

The institute is inviting
applications from students to
avail scholarships across differ-
ent academic courses viz.
PGDM, MBA, MCA, BTech,
MTech, BBA, BCA and BCom.
For those seeking admission in
BTech programmes, scholar-
ships are being offered to stu-

dents based on their perfor-
mance in Class XII and JEE-
Main. For those seeking admis-
sion in PGDM & MBA, schol-
arship are being offered to the
students based on their perfor-
mance in graduation and CAT,
MAT, XAT, GAT etc.

Dr Arun Kumar Singh,
Director GNIOT Institute of
Management Studies empha-
sized on flagship programme-
and said they are on a task to
equip students with appropriate
skills & practical exposure
through internships and train-
ing. 

The world we live in today largely revolves
around technology and digitisation. New
innovations, AI, big data, and artificial

intelligence are unfolding new solutions (and
problems) everyday; consequently, enabling the
rise of new types of business models and asso-
ciations. 

However, the most important thing to note
here is that with each new solution comes the
possibility of a new security issue that needs
to be resolved. 

For instance, we are now witnessing a major
rise in the consumption of digital media, be it
through social interaction channels like
Facebook or Instagram, or through content
consumption channels like YouTube. Gone are
the days when you had to be of certain age to
own a mobile phone (along with digitisation,
this is another issue of perspective and indi-
vidual parenting styles, so we will not be focus-
ing on whether it is right or wrong for now);
but this is the perfect example of how innov-
ative digital thinking can help us deal with the
possible security threats cautiously. 

Let us take the example of YouTube.
YouTube recognised the advent of content con-
sumption from its platform from people of all
ages, and they came up with the idea of creat-
ing another specialised section —- YouTube
Kids that allows parents to keep a check on their
kids activities and recognise any possible

cyber-bullying or other perils — a perfect solu-
tion to deliver what is best for the changed con-
sumer behaviour. 

Now coming back to why such innovative
digital thinking is an important skill to mas-
ter for law aspirants, it is because lawyers are
the indispensable partners for tech giants.
Whether we talk about tech companies or indi-
vidual developers and programmers, they
need to understand the extents and restrictions
under law to be able to construct the ensuing
integral decentralised architecture of the future
all while protecting the rights of their con-
sumers. 

Besides this, teaching innovative digital
thinking to the law aspirants, especially those
interested in cybersecurity law, can instil the
necessary skills relevant to succeed in this age
of digital transformation, such as:

Critical thinking for complex problem
solving

Digitisation has brought our world face-to-
face with overly complex fact patterns, which
require vigilant analysis and creative problem-
solving. While the traditional concepts can
teach law aspirants how to deal with the com-
monly faced and previously known chal-
lenges, introducing them to the art of innov-
ative digital thinking can prepare them to face
the unknown challenges that may arise with
further evolution of technology. 

Consequential thinking
Consequential thinking is crucial in the

digital age. By learning this essential skill, law
aspirants can be better prepared in case our tra-
ditional systems and assumptions need to be
remodelled and require thorough study and
analysis of the proposable rules and regulations
for the new technological architecture along
with their effects on human (or consumer)
behaviour.  

Flexibility in legal thinking
Legal thinking customarily includes “look-

ing in reverse” and expanding on points of ref-
erences and analogies with an accentuation on
past rules and encounters. Introduction to
innovative thinking can aid in changing the
outlook of law aspirants and help them realise
the need to not just focus on the fundamental
beliefs of legal training and reasoning, but also
adjust it, as the situation demands, to make it
more fitting for a computerised age. 

To sum up, a training curriculum incor-
porating innovative digital thinking is essen-
tial to aid law aspirants in gaining the requi-
site skills to be able play their role as key part-
ners for tech companies and developers in
designing the decentralised architecture of
future. After all, this new architecture will direct
our society towards the digital change that will
decide the fate of how we live, work, and learn. 
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In such a competitive job market,
an engineering and management
international internship abroad

will definitely provide you an edge
over other candidates. You will gain
skills including communication, man-
agement, cultural awareness, and, of
course, technical, practical and indus-
trial skills that university degrees can’t
always provide. Moreover, you can
experience all of this while having fun
discovering and immersing yourself
in a new country and its culture.

More engineering companies
are becoming global & locally and
around the world. They promote
cultural variety in their own back-
yard and have operations in sever-
al different countries. From day one,
in any engineering company or
management company, you will be
exposed to and expected to demon-
strate awareness of a global way of
thinking and doing things.

Engineering: An international
internship is one of the best ways to
explore career paths in the tech
industry. If you’re majoring in any
engineering field. As an intern,
you’ll usually be paired with a more
experienced engineer who will act
as your mentor, giving you guidance
on the technical aspects of your pro-
ject as well as helping you to man-
age and execute it. While you don’t
have to go into engineering just

because you’re a computer science
major, an internship will offer you
the opportunity to see what the field
is like and whether it’s a good fit for
you. And because computer science
majors are very in demand among
employers, the internship is also like-
ly to be very well compensated.

Mechanical engineering:
Interns for mechanical engineering
deals with everything that moves
and/or requires forces to make it
move. Tasks in this field include
assessing the loads in a machine,
determining deflections, stresses
and vibrations, and making sure
devices meet intended design. As a
mechanical engineering intern,
some of the industries that you
might get involved with are the auto-

motive, aerospace, biotechnology,
energy generation, and automation.

Manufacturing engineering:
Manufacturing engineering is also a
very popular sector at the moment,
as there are big governmental ini-
tiatives both in developed and devel-
oping countries to grow multina-
tional manufacturing capabilities.
Manufacturing engineers are
responsible for planning, designing,
setting up, and improving any man-
ufacturing processes. Interns may
find themselves closely working
with colleagues in other fields as
well, such as health and safety.
Some of the roles you might get
involved with are developing state-
of-the-art and cost-effective process-
es, acquiring new capabilities and
machinery, introducing new prod-
ucts to production and so on.
Manufacturing engineers work in a
wide range of sectors like food and
drink, oil, and pharmaceuticals.  

Management: No matter the job
role you hope to land post-gradua-
tion, the international internship
offers MBA students an opportuni-
ty to learn valuable lessons and gain
work experience. An international
internship would be an asset to your
professional background and help
you develop abilities that will give
you a global outlook and reach.
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The IA Labs invests in young engineer-
ing talent in the areas of Full Stack,

Cloud, DevOps, AI/ML, and Cyber Security.
This makes the learners pursue a tech career
of their choice whereas Startups and IT
MNCs get industry-ready talent with an
improved ROI. India Accelerator — the
country’s leading startup accelerator pro-
gramme launches a disruptive tech learn-
ing platform — IA Labs. The platform aims
at bringing digital learning solutions for
engineering graduates and encourages
them to pursue their career in new-age tech-
nologies to stay ahead in the digital world

India is the second-fastest digitising
economy in the world and as per the recent

estimates — the Indian technology sector
will contribute $1 tn of economic value with
a demand for 65 mn digital jobs by 2025.
On the other hand, fewer than 5 per cent
of 1.5 million engineering graduates who
pass out every year in India are cut out for
high-skill programming jobs. 

Commenting on the launch, Mona
Singh CAO of IA said: “We are delighted to
come up with the significant initiative that
is set to accelerate the career of fresh engi-
neering graduates and working profes-
sionals. We aim to provide experiential
learning by doing experience-driven on our
microlearning platform coupled with a plug
and play cloud Lab. IA Labs equips the aspi-
rants with the right skills and attitude to be
successful in the newage digital world.”
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The Sommet Education,
worldwide hospitality

education group encom-
passing the highly reputed
education institutions —
Glion Institute of Higher
Education,  Les Roches
and Ecole Ducasse — is
reinforcing its study port-
folio with a wide range of
flexible learning solutions
including blended learning
programs. New Bachelor
students are offered the
possibility of a full first
semester on-line or par-

tially at home and on cam-
pus. 

These curriculum
options enable stu-

dents to start the next
Bachelor intake in March
2021 remotely while pro-
viding an efficient solution
to travel restrictions and
sanitary situation.

Sommet Education
group has created a
unique learning solution
available at Glion Institute
of Higher Education and
Les Roches entitled
“Glion Connect” and “Les
Roches Connect”.

Through the blended
learning solution,
Bachelor students have
two remote learning
options. They have the
possibility to study 10
weeks at home followed
by 10 weeks on campus to
complete the first semes-
ter or to study 20 weeks at
home and complete their
first semester remotely.
The learning outcomes
equal to a first semester
spent fully on campus.

Within the program
me students also have the
opportunity to start their

internship in Semester 2
as usual or postpone it to
a later date and pursue
directly with an academ-
ic semester. 

The blended learning
solution provides stu-
dents with the level of
flexibility necessary to
adapt their needs and the
current circumstances.
All participating students
receive a welcome pack-
age with necessary essen-
tials to use along with the
mix of live tutorials,
videos, as well as one-to-
one coaching. 
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The RICS School of Built

Environment invites applica-
tions for the full-time built
environment specialisation
courses for the academic year
2021 for both the campuses in
Noida & Mumbai.

Those who are looking for
career opportunities in the
field of built environment
(real estate, infrastructure &
construction sectors), should
apply for the Post Graduation
courses through the RICS
SBE website.

Courses: MBA in Real
Estate & Urban Infrastructure,
MBA in Construction Project
Management,  MBA in
Construction Economics &
Quantity Surveying, and Post
Graduate Diploma in
Facilities Management.

Eligibility: Candidates
seeking admission under
sponsored categor y are
required to have 50 per cent
marks in graduation with a
min score of MAT-
450/GMAT- 450/ CMAT —
100 or percentile in CAT/XAT
— 65 / NMAT — 50 or Amity
Written Test on the day of
interview/online mode.

Candidates seeking
admission under the Non-
Sponsored categor y are
required to have min 50%
marks in Graduation with the
min score of MAT -
500/GMAT - 500 / CMAT -
150 or percentile in CAT/XAT
- 75 / NMAT - 60 or Amity
Written Test on the day of
interview/online mode.

How to apply: Log on to
//www.ricssbe.org/.
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The Indraprastha Institute

of Technology (IIIT Delhi)
has recently announced that
the International Regular
Round Admission process for
session 2021-22 is open now
and the appearing candidates
will have an opportunity to
avail up to 100 per cent fel-
lowship. 

Eligibility: For BTech:
Qualifying Exam should be an
equivalent of Class-XII exam

of CBSE (with
Mathematics and Physics as
mandatory and Chemistry as
highly desirable) that con-
cludes secondary schooling. 

Equivalence is as envis-
aged by the Association of
I n d i a n
Universities(https://www.aiu.a
c.in). 

Students may apply dur-
ing or after their final year of
secondary education. 

For BTech (CSSS), stu-
dents with Mathematics as
one of the subjects in class XII
can also apply.

For MTech: The candidate
should have completed or
must be pursuing a
BTech/BS/MSc or equivalent
Qualifying Program as
described in the admission
criteria of the desired program
to which admission is sought. 

Equivalence of degrees
from colleges outside of India
is as envisaged by Association
of Indian Universities
(https://www.aiu.ac.in). 

Candidates may apply
during or after their final
year of their undergraduate
programme.

For PhD: The candidate
should have completed or
must be pursuing a BTech/
BS/MTech/MS/MSc or equiv-
alent qualifying programme as
described in the admission
criteria of the desired pro-
gramme to which admission
is sought. 

Equivalence of degrees
from colleges outside of India
is as envisaged by Association
of Indian Universities
(https://www.aiu.ac.in) 

Candidates may apply
during or after their final
year of their undergraduate or
postgraduate programme.

L ast date to apply :
January 22, 2021.



Athought-provoking exper-
iment centred round the
future of college education

got underway in the Spring of
2013 at Stanford University.
Inspired by the new emphasis on
online learning, the Stanford
2025 Project, explored how dif-
ferent universities, students and
teachers would approach the 'in-
person, physical learning envi-
ronment' a decade from then by
'bringing an end to a society of
alumni in favour of a lifetime of
learning'.

A year since COVID-19
upended everything including
education, the Stanford study
with its emphasis on modular,
personalised, and collaborative
learning across space and time
seems nothing short of prophet-
ic. Not only has 2020 compelled
a change on the ground in who
is learning online, where, and
how, but it has also brought into
focus key questions about edu-
cation.

But if the past year is any-
thing to go by, it is clear higher
education can no longer be
sought in the same in-person,
four-year on campus module,
which has dominated the US for
decades.

For one, college education,
especially at any Ivy League
school, is extremely expensive.
An undergrad, on-campus degree
can put a family back by about
$70,000 a year in annual fees.
During an economic downturn,
made worse by a pandemic, such
an investment makes no short-
term or long-term economic
sense. Add to this mix, the grim
reality of student debt, estimat-
ed to be $1.7 trillion held by more
than 43 million borrowers .

Even if a student loan can-
cellation by the Federal
Government comes through and
the current impasse caused by
rising COVID cases is stemmed
by mass vaccination in the com-
ing months , we know it will take
the world a few years to bounce
back.

Irrespective of whether and
to what extent restrictions on
social interactions will be lifted,
digital as a way of life is here to
stay. In the education sector, on-
campus learning will move to a
more blended approach. 

As if to confirm that shift, the
eight Ivy League schools have
broken with tradition to offer
several hundred short-term
online courses across multiple

online platforms such as
Coursera and EdX.

Spanning a range of subjects
from Computer Science and Data
Science to Health, Medicine and
Education, these courses offer
students the rare opportunity to
learn and interact with some of
the best faculty in the world, from
the comfort of their home, at a
fraction of the cost they would
have incurred from an in-person,
on-campus degree. 

In being among some of the
oldest and well-endowed uni-
versities, the Ivy League schools
can rope in top-notch speakers
from across disciplines and walks
of life, including heads of states,
presidents, and Nobel laureates.
Opting to take short-term cours-
es at any of these schools provides
students with stellar exposure,
hard to replicate outside the uni-
versity system. 

With this experience under
their belt, students will find it eas-
ier to set themselves up for suc-
cess. This is because as indicated
by the Stanford project, exposure
to one or multiple courses at any
of the Ivy League schools will
introduce them to an alternate
idea of living and learning. It will
no longer seem imperative to

enrol in a multi-year, on-campus
programme to attain a degree.

Instead, students will under-
stand that learning is a lifelong
project punctuated by time spent
away in the workplace, to learn by
doing, along with a return when
required to college to further
embellish domain knowledge.

But how are students to
choose from the plethora of
courses that are now widely avail-
able? There are several platforms
that can play a pivotal role in
serving as a bridge between stu-
dents and universities, by helping
students and their families choose
the college that best fits a student's
profile and interests, smoothen-
ing the path towards enrolling in
a short-term, high-value course. 

It can help students think
through what they want to learn,
by planning early, identifying the
disciplines they have a proclivity
for, zeroing in on which colleges
they want to go to and connect-
ing universities in turn with this
cohort of prospective students. 

Change is always hard. But as
history has shown us, each shift
provides us with new opportuni-
ties to grow, adapt and evolve.
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If you are wanting and aspiring to fin-
ish up your preparation of National
Defence Academy (NDA) it is

important to know what the syllabus is.
It comprises of two sections —
Mathematics and General Ability. 

To smartly and effectively prepare
one must keep in sync with certain tips
and pointers to prepare for both the
exams simultaneously with maximum
efficiency to get the desired output.
� The sooner, the better is the mantra
to achieve success herein. Whatever top-
ics are common for both can be given
a priority on a first hand basis with
proper time and efficiency as this will
definitely save your time and keep you
ahead and for the rest of the portions
to mix and match and cover equal por-
tions on a daily basis to reduce monot-
ony.
� Following a regular and structured
study plan is must for even the bright-
est of students as this will be very help-
ful and critical to meet out your dual
preparation needs because it is very
important to chew better than to bite
more meaning sustaining all the knowl-
edge is more important with prioritis-
ing so that you move in a progressive
manner with your preparations with a
strategy and planned approach.
� Keeping stress at bay is paramount
as regular breaks and naps break the
monotony and increase the efficiency
of learning and retaining. Also
indulging in some physical activity will
keep you fresh and ready.
� Solving mock tests, giving online
exams, attending video lectures and dis-
cussion forums shall definitely provide
you with a vast array of opportunities
for preparation and help you to under-
stand and prepare better for both of the
exams keeping in mind the competition
and difference in syllabus of both the
exams so it is very important to discuss
and understand the strategy, get your
doubts cleared and be prepped fully. 
� For the Mathematics portion as it is
important and crucial for both the
exams so writing and penning down
formulas along with practicing two-
three sets of practice papers regularly
will make it very easy for the candidates
to memorise, cover the entire syllabus
and solve the questions efficiently with
ease of time and speed. 

� Always prepare easy topics first then
proceed with the tougher and time tak-
ing ones for both the exams so that you
achieve a precise and calculated plan-
ning and preparation strategy by giving
ample time to prepare the tougher and
difficult parts for both the exams.
� Following a holistic approach is def-
initely recommended to cover all the
subjects and prepare simultaneously for
both of the exams as the General
Ability Test of the NDA comprising
questions from English, Science, Social
Studies and General Awareness is pret-
ty much the syllabus for Boards too so
a common prep mode is the ground of
preparation for both of these exams. 
� Focusing on basics and solving pre-
vious year question papers will definitely
help in analysing the common ground
syllabus as well as the distinctive syllabus
preparation for both the exams which
will help in identifying the strong and
weaker areas for the candidates. This
will definitely clear the basic concepts
of the students and help them memo-
rize better with greater efficiency.
� Last but not the least to revise
repeatedly and dedicatedly with ample
practice hours will only be the decid-
ing factor for preparation of any exam
be it NDA and Boards.
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The faculty of Science at the
University of Strathclyde,
Glasgow, for the 2021/2022

academic year, invites applications
for its scholarships of between
£3,000 - £5,000 that are available to
new international students.

Value: £3,000- £5,000.
Subject: Chemistry, Computer

and information sciences,
Mathematics and statistics,
Pharmacy and biomedical sci-
ences, Physics.

Eligibility: Candidates must:
Be a new, international fee-paying
student holding an offer of admis-
sion for either year one, or year two
entry, to a full-time undergraduate
degree in the Faculty of Science for
the 2021/2022 academic year.

Have achieved excellent grades
to date in their academic studies.
Be self-funded. Students who
receive full scholarships, for exam-
ple from a government office or
embassy, will not be eligible.

For further information visit:
https://www.strath.ac.uk/study-
withus/scholarships/sciencescholar-
ships/facultyofscienceundergradu-
atescholarshipsforinternationalstu-
dents202021/ or contact science-
scholarships@strath.ac.uk

Application deadline: The
last date to apply is July 31, 2021.

The Centurion Defence
Academy launches Shishir
Rameshwar National Talent Hunt
(SRNTH) 2021-22 scholarship
programme for top 400 NDA

aspirants across the country. This
exam has been launched for admis-
sions to the TARGET NDA-1-2021
TEJAS batch (Offline/Online).

The exam will be conducted
on January 16, 2021 through an
online mode. This time up to 100
per cent scholarship will be pro-
vided to a total of 400 candidates
based on their scores for enroll-
ment. This exam will comprise of
two rounds namely written as well
as the interview from rank 1-50 and
only upon attempt and successful
clearance of both the rounds, the
candidates would be liable to
receive the scholarship.

Applicants can register for the
Scholarship Exam through the
Centurion Defence Academy
Student app. One can download the
app from the Play store where
thousands of students have already
enrolled themselves and getting
education and training through the
E-Media Interface especially in
this pandemic era where it was all
the more mandatory to expand the
possibilities without compromising
with the future of the candidates.

The exam pattern for NDA,
2021 will be set in English  and
Hindi. A total timestamp of 90
minutes will be provided with a
total of 100 questions. No negative
marking. Questions will be based
on NDA pattern .These questions
will be further classified as follows-

English- 25 questions
Mathematics- 30 questions
General Science (PCB)- 30

questions
Polity, History and Geography-

15 questions.
Application deadline: It is

January15, 2021.
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Indian shuttlers Saina Nehwal and
HS Prannoy were cleared to com-

pete in the Thailand Open after they
tested negative for Covid-19, inval-
idating their previous positive results
that forced them out of the tourna-
ment hours earlier on a chaotic
Tuesday.

Both the Badminton World
Federation (BWF) and Badminton
Association of India (BAI) con-
firmed the development.

“Both Saina Nehwal and HS
Prannoy have been cleared to par-
ticipate in the ongoing Yonex
Thailand Open after the fourth-
round tests reports confirmed that
both shuttlers have been tested
negative for Covid-19,” BAI said in
a statement.

The national body said it was
possible after the national body took
up the matter with BWF.

“BAI have taken up the matter
with topmost BWF officials to
ensure if tests were negative, match-
es for respective players should be
rescheduled and no walkover is
given,” BAI added.

Earlier in the day, chaos gripped
India’s campaign at the tourna-
ment when Olymic medallist Saina
was forced out following a positive
Covid-19 test, while Prannoy’s par-
ticipation hung in balance after his
sample came out negative following
a positive result in a bizarre turn of

events.
Former Commonwealth Games

champion Parupalli Kashyap too
was forced to withdraw “due to close
proximity” with wife and fellow
shuttler Saina.

But the day ended on a better
note for the Indians following the
two shuttlers’ clearance.

“BWF and Badminton
Association of Thailand (BAT) can
confirm three of the four players
who tested positive for Covid-19
earlier today at the Asian Leg of the
HSBC BWF World Tour have been

cleared to take their place in the
draw,” the apex body said.

“They are confirmed as Saina
Nehwal (India), HS Prannoy (India),
and Jones Ralfy Jansen (Germany),”
BWF added in its statement. The
BWF said the said players who had
earlier tested positive for the virus,
are “not currently infected”.

The matches will be rescheduled
for Saina and Parupalli Kashyap for
Wednesday. However, Kashyap’s
participation will depend on the
result of his test conducted in the
afternoon.

Regarding Prannoy, the BWF
had said he would be retested after
conflicting reports came out of ear-
lier samples.
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KOHLI LOSES 2ND SPOT TO SMITH IN RANKINGS
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RANJI FROM FEB IN ‘MUSHTAQ-LIKE BUBBLE’
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The injury-ravaged Indian
team was dealt another
telling blow on Tuesday

as pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah was ruled out of the
fourth Test against Australia
due to an abdominal strain.

If that wasn’t enough,
Mayank Agarwal — tipped to
be Hanuma Vihari’s replace-
ment in the playing XI in
Brisbane — has sustained a
knock on the hands and it
could be a hairline fracture.

To make matters worse,
Ravichandran Ashwin’s back
spasms have aggravated after
battling for three hours on the
final day, leaving little options

for India on the bench.
Bumrah, key to India’s

attack, sustained the strain
during the drawn third Test in
Sydney.

It has been learnt that
Bumrah’s scan reports showed
a strain and the Indian team
management does not want
him to aggravate the injury,
keeping in mind the  upcom-
ing four-Test series against
England.

“Jasprit Bumrah suffered
an abdominal strain while
fielding in Sydney. He is going
to sit out of the Brisbane Test
but is expected to be available
against England,” a BCCI
source told PTI.

While the Indian team

management is heaving a sigh
of relief that Bumrah hasn’t
sustained a tear but wants to be
on the side of caution as play-
ing in Brisbane and breaking
down in the middle of the Test
match could have an even
more adverse effect on the
team.

“If we take the risk of him
playing at 50 percent, what if
the injury aggravates and he
breaks down in the middle of
the match and then ruled out
for better part of England
series?

“England is the last series

which will decide the qualifi-
cation for World Test
Championship final and we
are in contention and would
require a fit Bumrah,” the
senior BCCI source added.

It is now expected that
two-Test old Mohammed Siraj
will be leading the Indian
attack and will be joined by
Navdeep Saini,  Shardul
Thakur and T Natarajan in the
Brisbane Test, starting January
15.

Unless, Bumrah is fielded
at 30 percent fitness, risking
the entire England series, T

Natarajan will make his debut.
The problem with Indian

team is after injured KL
Rahul’s departure and
Hanuma Vihari’s grade 2 tear,
there are no back-up middle-
order batsman left in the
reserves.

The only two available
batsmen are two out of form
openers in Prithvi Shaw and
Mayank Agarwal.

It remains to be seen if
India, knowing their depleted
strength and long tail, decide
to take the conservative route
of playing four bowlers and six

batsmen with Rishabh Pant as
the wicketkeeper.

If Agarwal’s scans reveal
that it’s a bruise and not a frac-
ture, then it could well be
Prithvi Shaw batting at num-
ber three followed by
Cheteshwar Pujara , Ajinkya
Rahane and Agarwal himself
at number six.

If  they go with f ive
bowlers, then collective expe-
rience of pace attack will be
three Test matches and 10
balls (Siraj-2, Saini-1, Shardul-
10 balls on debut, Natarajan-
yet to play). 
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The senior pacer suffered a

left side strain after playing only
one match in the IPL in
September and after that was
ruled out of the Australia series.
Ishant got bowling fit before the
series but needed more overs
under his belt before taking on
the rigours of Test cricket. He
has just returned to competitive
cricket for Delhi with the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy and will be
selected against England in
Tests.
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The white-ball specialist

and reserve pacer of the Test
team injured his right ham-
string during an IPL game and
had to undergo an extensive
rehabilitation programme
which led to him missing the
Australia series in full. He has
just returned to action with the
Mushtaq Ali T20 for UP and
will be back in national team for
England series.
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One of the finds of the IPL,

Kolkata Knight Rider’s Varun
Chakravarthy was a left-field
selection in the Indian T20
team but the old national selec-
tion committee with interim
chairman Sunil Joshi didn’t
know that he was playing with
a serious shoulder injury which

ruled him out of his maiden
national tour.
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Perhaps the most high-

profile left hamstring injury that
happened during the IPL. The
Mumbai Indians skipper played
through pain in the final but
was ruled out of the white ball
series against Australia. Due to
hard quarantine of 14 days in
Sydney, Rohit, despite being fit,
couldn’t play the first two Tests
and was back in action from
Sydney where he hit a half-cen-
tury in the second innings.
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India’s craftiest pace bowler

sustained a fractured forearm
while trying to fend a short ball
from Pat Cummins in the
Adelaide Test and was then
ruled out of the remaining
three Tests. He is doubtful for
the first two Tests against
England at home as well.
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The senior India pacer hob-

bled out of the field during
Australia’s second innings with
a calf muscle injury and will
soon be at the National Cricket
Academy in Bengaluru for a
rehabilitation programme.
There is a chance he might be
back for the England series next
month.
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After a decent outing in

the white ball leg, KL Rahul
sustained a wrist injury while
batting at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground nets and was
sent back to India to recuper-
ate before the England series.
His departure led to India’s
back-up middle-order being
next to nil.
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India’s premier all-rounder

received a knock on his left
thumb from a short delivery
bowled by Mitchell Starc in
Sydney and scans revealed dis-
location as well as thumb frac-
ture. He will be out for at least
a couple of months, ruling him
out of the England home series
as well.
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The keeper-batsman

received a knock in the left
elbow from Pat Cummins and
couldn’t keep wickets in the
second innings in Sydney.
However, it was not a fracture
and played after popping in a
lot of painkillers which provid-
ed him initial relief. He will
play in Brisbane in the fourth
Test.
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The hero of the Sydney

Test, after his epic 161-ball

vigil, has a serious hamstring
injury (grade 2) and will be out
of the fourth Test in Brisbane
as well as the following series
against England.
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The man who has bowled

more than 134 overs in the
series, most by an Indian
bowler, is suffering from back
spasms and found it difficult to
even sleep or tie his boot laces.
With medication and physio-
therapy sessions, India will
expect their senior-most
bowler on the park in Brisbane.
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Having failed in the first

two Tests, Agarwal was
dropped in Sydney and who
would have known that during
a net session, he would get hit
on the gloves and taken for
scans. He was supposed to
replace Hanuma Vihari and if
it’s a bruise, Agarwal is expect-
ed to play through pain.
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He suffered an abdominal

strain during the late evening
on the third day while chasing
a ball to the boundary. He did-
n’t come out and bowl his
spells but it has been learnt that
he is in considerable discom-
fort and will sit out of the next
Test in Brisbane. 
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Australian captain Tim Paine
on Tuesday apologised for

his on-field behaviour during
the drawn third Test against
India, saying that his leadership
wasn’t good enough and he
ended up “looking like a fool” by
sledging R Ashwin.

Paine has come under fire
for a verbal duel with Ashwin
when the Indian held vigil with
an injured Hanuma Vihari to
eke out a draw for his team.
Paine said he was “distract-
ed, agitated and a bit
grumpy at times” during the
game.

“I spoke to him (Ashwin)
really quickly after the game
yesterday, as I said to him, look
I ended up looking a fool, did-
n’t I? You open your mouth
and then you drop a catch and
had a bit of laugh about that,”
he said at a virtual press con-
ference on Monday.

“...I do want to apologise
for the way I went about
things yesterday on some-
one who prides himself
on the way I lead this
team and yesterday was
a poor reflection of that,”
Paine said.

The 36-year-old wick-
et-keeper dropped three
catches during the match,
including of Vihari after
the confrontation with

Ashwin. Paine conceded that it
was the pressure of the game that
got to him and that affected his
mood.

“My leadership wasn’t good
enough, I let the pressure of the
game, I suppose get to me and
it sort of affected my mood and
then from there affected my per-
formance,” he elaborated.

“So, yesterday when I came
off the ground, my reflection was
purely on my wicket-keeping...I
think I said to my players, I had

a really poor game as a leader,
not so much as a captain, but
certainly as a leader.

“...Yesterday I fell short of
my expectations and our

team’s standard,” he
added.

According to
Paine, his behaviour
on Monday wasn’t a

reflection of the way
he wants to lead the

Australian team.
“So, I want to apolo-

gise for the mistakes that
I have made yesterday.

Certainly, as I said, not a
reflection of the way I want to

lead this team.
“We have set really high

standards over the last 18
months and yesterday was

certainly a bit of blip on
the radar and some-
thing I felt I needed to
come out and

address,” he asserted.
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Sydney: Australian skipper
Tim Paine on Tuesday defend-
ed Steve Smith, who was
accused of scuffing up the
guard mark of Rishabh Pant
during the drawn third Test,
asserting that the Indian team
would have raked up the issue
if any wrong was committed.

Smith, a former Australia
captain, was seen scuffing up
the batsman’s guard during
drinks break in the first session
on Monday. 

“I have spoken to Steve
about this and I know he is real-
ly disappointed with the way it
has come across. And if you
watch Steve Smith play Test
cricket, that is something that

he does every single game five
or six times a day,” Paine said. 

Paine said had Smith
changed the guard marks, the
Indian team would have taken
up the issue.

“Smith was certainly not
changing guard and imagine if
he was, then the Indian players
would have kicked up a bit of
stink (at) that time,” he said.

“But that is something I
have seen Steve doing many a
times in Test matches and
Shield games that I have played
with him, when he is in the
field, he likes to sort of walk up
to where he bats and visualise
how is he going to play,” Paine
elaborated. PTI
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Bangkok: World champion P
V Sindhu suffered a shock
defeat on her return to interna-
tional badminton, losing in
three games to Denmark’s Mia
Blichfeldt in the opening round
of YONEX Thailand Open
Super 1000 event here on
Tuesday.

Months after the Covid-19
pandemic disrupted the inter-
national calendar, Sindhu,
seeded sixth, returned to action
with a 21-16, 24-26, 13-21

defeat to world No 18
Blichfeldt in a 74-minute bat-
tle.

In men’s singles, world No
13 B Sai Praneeth too suffered
a straight game loss to
Thailand’s Kantaphon
Wangcharoen on his return to
competition.

Frontrunner to represent
India at the Olympics, Praneeth
went down 16-21, 10-21 to the
world No 15 Wangcharoen for
only his second loss to the

Thailand player.
Earlier in the day, the

Indian mixed doubles pair of
Satwik and Ashwini claimed a
21-11, 27-29, 21-16 win over
the Indonesian pair of Hafiz
Faizal and Gloria Widjaja.

However, the women’s dou-
bles pair of Ashwini and N
Sikki Reddy couldn’t cross the
opening hurdle, going down
16-21, 7-21 to fourth seeded
Korean pair of Kim So Yeong
and Kong Hee Yong. PTI

Sydney: Cricket Australia on
Tuesday said it will delay mak-
ing a decision on Will
Pucovski’s availability for the
fourth and final Test against
India, giving the opener every
opportunity to prove his fit-
ness as he recovers from a
partial dislocation of his
shoulder.

CA confirmed that
Pucovski suffered a
“shoulder subluxation
injury”, which is a
partial dislocation
of the shoulder
joint, when the ball
of the upper arm

bone partly comes out of the
socket in the shoulder.

“He will continue rest and
rehabilitation over the next two
days before a decision is made
on his fitness for the fourth

Vodafone Test match,” a
CA spokesperson told
cricket.Com.Au. The 22-
year-old had hurt his
right shoulder after div-

ing for the ball at mid-
wicket in the 86th over of

India’s innings on
the fifth day of the

drawn Sydney
Test on

Monday. PTI

New Delhi: The Indian crick-
et team, which landed in
Brisbane for the fourth and final
Test against Australia, was in for
a shock on Tuesday as it was
lodged at a hotel which “lacked
basic facilities”, prompting an
intervention from the BCCI top
brass.

It is learnt that BCCI pres-
ident Sourav Ganguly, secretary
Jay Shah and CEO Hemang
Amin have all got in touch with
their Cricket Australia counter-
parts after complaints reached
them and have been assured
that the the Indian contingent
will be made to feel comfortable

from here on. 
“There was no room ser-

vice or house keeping facilities.
The gym is very basic and not
of international standards and
the swimming pool can’t be
accessed. This wasn't what they
were promised when they
checked in,” a senior BCCI
source told PTI.

India will be playing the
fourth Test in the Queensland
capital from January 15 where
the surge of Covid-19 cases and
a border lockdown with New
South Wales has led to a strict
hotel quarantine for the Ajinkya
Rahane-led team.

Asked if the players were
being allowed to mingle, the
Board source said: “Yes, they
have been provided with a
team room and are allowed to
meet each other inside the
hotel.”

When asked whether the
team had protested with the
hotel authorities, the source
said: “When the manager
enquired about how these things
are not being taken care of, all
they said was, ‘the rule applies to
both Indian and Australian
teams. There is no one team that
has been subjected to hard quar-
antine rules.’ PTI

Melbourne: India’s top-ranked
woman player Ankita Raina
moved to the final round of the
Australian Open Qualifiers
with a gutsy three-set win over
world number 118 Katarina
Zavatska but it was curtains for
Ramkumar Ramanathan in the
men’s singles.

In the women’s singles
qualifiers being held in Dubai,
the 180th ranked Ankita over-
came a second-set lapse to
win 6-2, 2-6, 6-3 in the second
round against the Ukrainian.

She will next take on 20-
year-old Serbian Olga
Danilovic, ranked 183. It will be
the first meeting between the
two players.

It is Ankita’s sixth attempt

to crack the singles main draw
of a Grand Slam and she is now
just one win away from creat-
ing history.

In the men’s singles being
held in Doha, Ramkumar lost
his second round 3-6, 2-6 to
Chinese Taipei’s Tung-Lin Wu
in 69 minutes. PTI

��	������ ���A��������
�������� ���	
��������)����,�	������ FA�������
����@,

��	������2��
�	���;�"��	���A�	������������ �
�����������������
�  �
�������� �������G:
�������� �������������������-�
����
 �������	-���
������������������
����������������HI� F����	���

�*�����$��������
/����
���
������



*���
�����
������
��	��
��������	
��
���	����
����

*��������������������
���*�
�A����G��������


���	�
����������������������
��

��������������������%�"�	������"����
��������
J"�����
����� �����	������������	�:���

Srikanth’s nose bleeds after virus tests
���
� "�'+;,;

Former world number one
shuttler Kidambi Srikanth

got a bloodied nose after
undergoing multiple
Covid-19 tests and miffed
at the poor treatment of
health officials at Thailand
Open, the Indian on
Tuesday called it “unaccept-
able”.

“We take care of ourselves for
the match not to come and shed
blood for THIS. However, I gave 4
tests after I have arrived and I can’t

say any of them have been pleas-
ant. Unacceptable,” an upset

Srikanth wrote on his Twitter
handle.

The 27-year-old, who
is scheduled to open his
campaign on Wednesday
against fellow Indian
Verma, shared pho-

tographs of his nose bleed-
ing after he was tested for

the fourth time.
The Badminton World

Federation (BWF) said Srikanth is
being attended to by a doctor and
it is awaiting a medical explanation.


