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India inched closer to launch-
ing a country-wide vaccina-

tion drive against coronavirus
with a Government-appointed
panel of experts on Saturday
approving two vaccine candi-
dates for emergency use in the
country.

The final call on approval
of these vaccines — the Serum
Institute of India’s coronavirus
vaccine Covishield and Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin — for mass
use will be taken by the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI).

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan announced that
vaccination will be free across
the country.

“In 1st phase of #Covid19
vaccination, free vaccine shall
be provided across the nation
to most prioritised beneficiaries
that include 1 crore healthcare
& 2 crore frontline workers,”
the Minister tweeted.

However, he later on said
that modalities to vaccinate 27
crore people will be worked out
soon.

Covaxin, which is still in
the clinical trial phase, was
granted approval in “public
interest as an abundant pre-
caution” in connection with the

mutated strain of the coron-
avirus, the Union Health
Ministry said in a statement.

“Grant of permission for
restricted use in emergency sit-
uation in public interest as an
abundant precaution, in clini-
cal trial mode, specially in the
context of infection by mutant
strains, to Bharat Biotech
International,” the Centre said
in a statement.

The Subject Expert
Committee of the DCGI also
recommended approval to
Cadila Healthcare for con-
ducting the third phase trials of
its vaccine.

The Serum Institute is the
local maker of the vaccine
developed by Oxford
University and pharmaceuticals
company AstraZeneca. 

Turn to Page 4

��
 ��2.+341

Mumbai attacks master-
mind and Lashkar-e-

Tayyeba (LeT) chief Zaki-ur-
Rehman Lakhvi was arrested
on Saturday in Pakistan on ter-
ror financing charges, accord-
ing to an official statement,
amidst growing international
pressure on Islamabad to bring
to justice terrorists roaming
free in the country.

UN proscribed terrorist
Lakhvi, who was on bail since
2015 in the Mumbai attack
case, was arrested by the
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Department (CTD) of Punjab
province in Pakistan.

“Following an intelligence-
based operation conducted by
the CTD Punjab, proscribed
organisation LeT leader Zaki-
ur-Rehman Lakhvi was arrest-
ed on charges of terrorism
financing from Lahore,” the
CTD said in an official 
statement.

“Lakhvi, 61, is accused of
running a dispensary, using
funds collected for terrorism
financing. He and others also
collected funds from this dis-
pensary and used these funds
for further terrorism financing.
He also used these funds for
personal expenses,” the CTD
added.

The CTD said that in addi-
tion to belonging to proscribed
organisation LeT, Lakhvi is
also a UN designated individ-
ual. “His trial will be held
before the Anti-Terrorism
Court in Lahore,” it added.

Lakhvi was designated as a
global terrorist by the UN in
December 2008 for being asso-
ciated with LeT and al-Qaeda
and for “participating in the
financing, planning, facilitating,
preparing or perpetrating of
acts by, in conjunction with,
under the name of, on behalf 
or in support of ” both the 
entities.

Turn to Page 4
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As India-United Kingdom
flights resume partially

from January 8 with a new set
of SoP, the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare on
Saturday said all passengers
coming from the UK between
January 8 and January 30
would be subjected to self-paid
Covid-19 tests on arrival.
Besides, they will also be
required to carry a negative test
report which should be done
72-hour prior to their journey.

The Ministry has come up
with a new standard operating
procedure (SOP) for travelers
arriving from the UK. These

SOPs shall be valid till January
30 or till further orders.

The guidelines came after
Union Minister of Civil
Aviation Hardeep Singh Puri
said, “Operations till January 23
will be restricted to 15 flights
per week each for carriers of
two countries to and from
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad only.” 

Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) will

issue necessary permission for
a limited number of flight
operations between India and
UK (as per the directions from
the Ministry of Civil Aviation),
to the eligible airlines. India
had suspended all flights to and
from the United Kingdom
from December 23 to 31 to
check the spread of the mutat-
ed, more contagious variant of
coronavirus found there. 

Turn to Page 4
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Sourav Ganguly is stable and
out of danger for now after

undergoing angioplasty for 90
per cent blockage in the right
artery, doctors treating him for
myocardial infarction or triple
vessel disease that caused him
a mild heart attack on Saturday
morning said, adding that the
other two arteries too had 70
per cent blockage and the deci-
sion regarding them would be
taken subsequently.

The BCCI president suf-
fered a mild cardiac arrest on
Saturday morning while he
was through a routine workout
session in the gym at his home,
sources said, adding he expe-
rienced pain in his hand and
back and then passed out for a
while before being rushed to a
private health facility in south
Kolkata where doctors after

conducting various tests,
including angiogram said he
had been suffering from
myocardial infarction.

The former India captain
would be monitored for the
next 48 hours and would be
required to remain in hospital
for the next 4-5 days when a
team of senior doctors would
decide whether more angio-
plasty would be conducted on
him or whether he would
require a bypass surgery imme-
diately.

Turn to Page 4
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US President Donald Trump
has extended the freeze on

the most sought-after H-1B
visas by Indian IT profession-
als, along with other types of
foreign work visas and green
cards through March 31 to pro-
tect American workers, saying
that the reasons for which he
had imposed such restrictions
amid the pandemic have not
changed.

The freeze on visas was
ordered by Trump through
two proclamations on April 22
and June 22 last year. Hours
before the freeze was set to
expire on December 31, Trump
issued a proclamation, ensur-
ing his sweeping limits on legal
immigration remains in place
when President-elect Joe Biden
is sworn in on January 20.

Detailed report on P9
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As India gears up to launch
world’s largest vaccination

drive, select hospitals across the
country conducted an inocu-
lation dry run on Saturday. The
nationwide rehearsal was to
understand the best way to
administer the vaccine and
plug loopholes in logistics and
training, if any.

A key aspect of the massive
exercise which came the day a
Government-appointed panel
of experts gave nod to two vac-
cine candidates for emergency
use in the country, was to
decide how to manage any
possible adverse events fol-
lowing immunisation.

Union Health Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan, who reviewed
the process at GTB Hospital in
Delhi, said the Government
would not compromise on any
protocol in approving a vac-
cine. He also appealed to peo-

ple not to be misguided by
rumours regarding the safety
and efficacy of the vaccine.

As per the Centre’s direc-
tive, Delhi, Punjab and
Haryana along with Andhra
Pradesh, Assam and Gujarat
were among many States and
UTs which conducted a dry
run for Covid-19 vaccination.
The dry run was aimed at
testing the laid out mechanism
for the vaccination roll-out.

As per the guidelines

issued by the Union Health
Ministry, all States selected
their particular areas and dis-
tricts to hold the dry run exer-
cise at various Government
medical college, hospitals, med-
ical centres and the communi-
ty health centres. 

The United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) and World Health
Organization (WHO) sup-
ported the drive.

Turn to Page 4
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The farmers’ union on
Saturday delivered an ulti-

matum to the Centre and said
they will take out a tractor
parade towards Delhi on
January 26, when the country
will celebrate Republic Day, if
their demands are not met in
the next meeting scheduled for
January 4.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at Press Club, the farmers’
leaders said that they intend to
be peaceful and they have told
long ago to the Government
during their talks that it has
only two options — either
repeal the three Central farm
Acts or use force to evict us.

The Press conference was
addressed by Balbir Singh
Rajewal, Darshanpal Singh,
Gurnam Singh Chadhuni,
Ashok Dhawale, Jagjit Singh

Dallewal, Abhimanyu Kohad
and Yogendra Yadav.

“The time has come for
decisive action here, and we
have chosen January 26
because the Republic Day rep-
resents the supremacy of the
people and also because we
would complete on the day two
months of peaceful demon-

stration at Delhi’s borders in
extreme weather conditions
with our resolve to get our
demands met,” said the farmer
leaders.

Sanyukt Kisan Morcha also
announced their plan of action
according to which they wil;
intensify their movement.

Turn to Page 4

Lucknow (PNS): Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday said that the dry run
for COVID-19 vaccination was
underway in the state and it
was possible that the vaccina-
tion would commence from
Makar Sankranti.

“The dry run of Covid
vaccination process is under-
way in Lucknow and it will be
held in the entire state on
January 5. The vaccination will
commence near Makar
Sankranti,” he said. Laying the
foundation stone of the multi-
storey Lawyers Bhawan at the
collectorate in Gorakhpur on
Saturday, Yogi Adityanath said
that the country, under the able
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, was set to 

Turn to Page 4

Lucknow (PNS): Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav
on Saturday termed the
COVID-19 vaccines to be
rolled out in the country as
“vaccine of the BJP” and said he
would not take the shot, draw-
ing a sharp retort from the rul-
ing party which accused him of
“insulting” the doctors and 

Turn to Page 4
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Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh Congress leaders and
workers would start camping in
around 8,000 village panchay-
ats from Sunday to January 25.

Congress general secretary
and in-charge of Uttar Pradesh
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has
instructed the party leaders
and workers in UP to camp in
villages ahead of the panchay-
at polls in the State. 

The step is aimed at
strengthening Congress up to
the booth level. The Congress
leaders have been given respon-
sibility of one district each to
strengthen the party. 

Earlier in December,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra had
held discussions with the dis-
trict and city in-charges of the
UP Congress Committee
through video conference. She
had also formed the party
organisation in 823 blocks in
the state. 

All the office-bearers and
leaders of the UP Congress
Committee have completed the
preparations to camp at pan-
chayats in the district under
their charge. 

“During this time, we will
raise issues like unemployment,
problems of farmers, collapsed
law and order and corruption.
By fighting for the solution of
the problems of the village and
the poor, by informing the peo-
ple of the failures of the Modi-
Yogi government, we will also
fight the upcoming panchayat
elections very strongly,” the
UPCC chief said.

����� 2%65 3/

As India gradually came out of the
nation-wide lockdown enforced due

to the coronavirus pandemic, Uttar
Pradesh witnessed a rebound in terms of
exports which otherwise had taken a hit
and is now at the fifth position in the
country.

According to a comparative study
undertaken by the state government,
products worth  over Rs 1,48 lakh crore
were exported from April 2019 to
November 2019, of which products worth
Rs 80,058.44 crore were exported from
Uttar Pradesh alone.

During the pandemic crisis, products
worth Rs 1,3 lakh crore were exported
from the country between April 2020 and
November 2020, of which products worth
Rs 72,508 crore were  exported from Uttar
Pradesh.  

According to the state’s statistics,
exports from UP had decreased by as
much as 30 percent during the pandem-
ic, following which Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had ordered to focus on
increasing exports and had taken many
decisions in this regard.

The state government took swift
action and made efforts under its ease of
doing business to offer huge concessions

to exporters. As a result of all such endeav-
ours, UP has now ranked fifth in terms
of exports, leaving behind states like
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
West Bengal, Bihar, Delhi, Kerala,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir. Export of carpets and textiles,
floor coverings, meat, brass decorations,
toys and wood products saw a boom
which brought the decline in UP exports
down to 9.43 percent.

According to UP exporters, handi-
crafts, processed meat, leather products
and carpets account for the majority of
exports from the state, which accounts for
4.55 percent of India’s overall exports. 

Products made in Uttar Pradesh are
exported to countries like the US, United
Arab Emirates, Vietnam, UK, Nepal,
Germany, China, France, Spain, and
Malaysia.

Exporters also pointed out that the
pharmaceuticals sector also performed
well during the coronavirus crisis. During
April-November 2020, exports in the sec-
tor increased by 15 percent. Exports of rice
and iron ore and under the One District
One Product scheme also increased. 

The exporters said they were hopeful
that the state government policies would
help boost exports from Uttar Pradesh.

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government said it had seized
property worth around Rs 733 crore of
alleged mafia elements and criminals
involved in gangster activities in 2020.
The properties of listed mafia and
criminals and their associates in gang-
ster cases were attached under Section
14 of the Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities (Prevention) Act,
1986, according to the Home depart-
ment.

A special drive was run against

mafia and criminals involved in gang-
ster activities to break their spine, said
Additional Chief Secretary (Home)
Awanish Awasthi.

Of the Rs 733 crore, most proper-
ty was attached in Lucknow (Rs 88.15
crore), Gautam Buddha Nagar (Rs
66.80 crore), Balrampur (Rs 58.80
crore), Ghazipur (Rs 42.09 crore),
Gorakhpur (Rs 38.20 crore), Auraiya
(Rs 31.22 crore), Jaunpur (Rs 29.40
crore), Muzaffarnagar (Rs 28.83 crore),
Prayagraj (Rs 26.17 crore) and Deoria

(Rs 24.39 crore) districts, the govern-
ment said. The UP Gangsters Act
defines a gangster as a member or leader
or organiser of a gang and includes any
person who abets or assists in the activ-
ities of a gang.

According to the Act, a gang is a
group of persons who act either indi-
vidually or collectively by violence or
threat or show of violence or intimida-
tion or coercion with the object of dis-
turbing order or gaining any undue
temporal, pecuniary, material or other

advantage for himself or any other per-
son.  Section 14 of the Act empowers
the district magistrate to attach prop-
erties of alleged gangsters.

If the DM has reason to believe that
any property, whether moveable or
immovable, in possession of any person
has been acquired by a gangster as a
result of a commission of an offence
under this Act, he may order attachment
of such property whether or not cogni-
sance of such offence has been taken by
any court, the Act says.
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Greater Noida will soon become the
hub of world class multi-model logis-

tics. 
Built at a cost of about Rs 7,725 crore,

the Multi-Model Logistic Hub (MMLH)
and the Multi-Modal Transport Hub
(MMTH) will script a new story of devel-
opment of Uttar Pradesh in the coming
time. While reducing the costs, these will
also provide rail, road and metro facilities
to the commuters at one place. 

A new authority, Integrated Industrial
Township of Greater Noida Limited (IIT-
GNL), has also been formed for this pro-
ject in Greater Noida. 

An official government communiqué
released on Saturday confirmed that the
process to complete the project in 750
acres of land near Dadri had been start-
ed and about 85 percent of land for both
the projects had also been acquired. 

All facilities, including warehousing
and cold storage, will be available for keep-
ing the products and the entire area is
being developed as a freight village. 

IITGNL CEO Narendra Bhushan
said that there was a railway station,
Boraki, just three kilometres from the
Greater Noida Authority office and in the
coming time, 15 trains would be running
from this station and the passengers
could go to any place in the country.

The MMTH project, located near the

Boraki railway station, will also serve as
a transport hub with easy access to pas-
sengers by rail, road and MRTS. 

The MMTH will also have space for
inter-state bus terminal (ISBT), local bus
terminal (LBT) metro, hotel and open
green space. 

The rapidly growing population will
get world class passenger transport facil-
ities in the future in the state, sub-region
of national capital region (NCR) and areas
served by the congested Delhi. 

These projects are expected to gener-
ate employment for about one lakh peo-
ple and will also have a positive impact on
the development opportunities in the sur-
rounding areas. 

The MMLH and the MMTH projects
in Greater Noida are close to Eastern
Peripheral Expressway, NH-91, Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway, Yamuna
Expressway and Western Dedicated
Freight Corridors. 

The logistic hub project is being
developed as a world-class facility, where
adequate storage and dedicated freight
corridors (DFCs) will facilitate transporta-
tion of goods. Also, the freight companies
and customers will be getting all facilities
at the same point. 

The centre will not only have standard
container maintenance activities, but will
also provide various value-added services
to reduce logistics costs with better oper-
ational efficiency.
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Always committed to opening new
vistas of opportunity for the youth,

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and his
government are focusing to establish
more and more startups in Uttar Pradesh.

The UP government is encouraging
youth through various means to set up
new startups under the Start-up Policy
2020. As a result of this, where only 200
startups could be established in the entire
state before 2017, a total of 3,406 startups
have been set up in just three years. This
has also provided employment to more
than 22,000 people.

Additional Chief Secretary (IT and
Electronics) Alok Kumar said, “Startups
established in 73 districts have provided
direct employment to 10,000 people and
indirect employment to 12,000 people.
Soon, 100 new incubators will be set up
in every district of the state. Currently, 18
incubators are functioning. By providing
management training or other essential
services through these incubators, new
startup companies will be developed.
After this, approximately 10,000 new
startups will be established which will pro-
vide direct employment to over 50,000
people and indirect employment to over
one lakh people.”

At present, 1,154 startups have been
established in Noida and a total of 1,219
startups have been established in
Ghaziabad (533), Lucknow (500), and in
the districts of Bundelkhand and
Purvanchal regions of the state, he added. 

Appreciating CM Yogi’s effort to pro-
vide employment to the migrants, Kumar
said, “During the lockdown, when the
entire country was facing death threats due
to coronavirus, CM Yogi-led Uttar Pradesh
government provided employment to
more than four lakh migrant workers who
returned to UP from other states. The aim
of the government was to provide such
jobs to the migrant workers which fit their
employment profession as well as promote
self-employment opportunities in various
sectors. For this, new startups are being
provided to them in the information
technology sectors, public services sectors,
education, health, agriculture, textiles, and
other important sectors.” 

The additional chief secretary said,
“Courses of innovation and entrepre-
neurship development will be included in
universities and schools. The new Startup
Policy 2020 will promote an efficient busi-
ness environment and establish a state-of-
the-art centre of excellence. The startups
will give equal importance to various areas
of medicine, health, agriculture, khadi,
energy, education, transport, tourism,
etc. To promote this, the first instalment
of subsidy of Rs 15 crore has also been pro-
vided by the government. Soon UP
will join the states providing the most
employment opportunities through new
startups.”
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The high school and inter-
mediate examinations con-

ducted by the UP Board of
Secondary Education are like-
ly to be delayed due to the pan-
chayat elections. These exam-
inations are likely to com-
mence after the Holi festival.  

The government has
appointed administrators in
place of gram pradhans in
over 59,000 village panchayats
after the terms of the elected
gram pradhans ended on
December 25.

Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma, who holds the
Education portfolio, will be
holding a meeting with senior
UP Board officials on January
14 to announce the dates of the
Class 10 and 12 examinations.  

In 2020, the UP Board
examinations were held in
February and completed before

the Holi festival. According to
the State Election Commission,
the three-tier panchayat polls
could be conducted between
March 15 and 30, probably in
four phases.  

The election schedule for
the panchayat bodies is likely to
be announced by February 15.

Panchayati Raj minister
Bhupendra Chaudhary said
that the work of reorganisation
of gram sabhas had been com-
pleted while the process of
delimitation of wards was
under process. The four dis-
tricts of Moradabad, Gonda,
Sambhal and Gautam Buddha
Nagar were under full delimi-
tation and the work for districts
under partial delimitation was
going on, he said.

The minister said that by
January 14, the delimitation
work would be completed, fol-
lowing which the work of
reservation would be conclud-

ed.  As of now, the reservation
for gram panchayat seats was
fixed at district headquarters,
however, this time the process
has been made online. The
reservation of seats for gram
sabhas, block development
committees, pradhans and zila
panchayat members in gram
panchayats will be decided
from Lucknow. The population
of revenue villages will be
assessed to implement reserva-
tion in panchayats.

Talking about how the
incumbent Bharatiya Janata
Party will gain in panchayat
elections, Chaudhary said,
“The Panchayati Raj depart-
ment has built more than 2.5
crore toilets under the Swachh
Bharat Mission. panchayat
buildings, and community toi-
lets in rural areas. More than
80,000 primary schools have
been rejuvenated under
Operation Kayakalp. 
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday

said that even during the pan-
demic, the government did
not let the pace of development
to slow by putting a break on
the spread of the coronavirus. 

Speaking after laying the
foundation stone of the multi-
storey Lawyers Bhawan at the
collectorate in Gorakhpur on
Saturday, Yogi Adityanath said
in the 2016 aviation survey, it
was said that only six passen-
gers would be available in
Gorakhpur but we rejected the
findings and today there was a
flight from Gorakhpur to eight
cities. “A network of roads is
being laid along with the
Purvanchal Expressway and
the Gorakhpur Link
Expressway for speedy develop-
ment of the state. From 1947 to
2017, there were only 12 state
medical colleges in UP and in
the past three years, we have
started building 30 new med-
ical colleges. After Gorakhpur
and Rae Bareli, an AIIMS-like
medical institution is also being
set up in Varanasi,” the CM
said, adding that UP had

ranked 26th in the country in
urban housing scheme in 2016
and now it ranked 1st.

“All the tehsils of the state
will soon be equipped with
advocate chambers and the

beginning has been made from
Gorakhpur. These chambers
are not just built for the lawyers
but they will also become a
platform for the common man
to get justice. This is actually

the beginning of work for pro-
viding justice to the victims,”
the CM said. 

Yogi Adityanath also said
that the state government had
decided to bring all the divi-
sional and departmental offices
in a unified building and it had
been started from the
Gorakhpur and Varanasi com-
missionerates. “By this, the
public and the advocates will
get all the facilities at one
place. Arrangements will also
be made for a canteen so that
people coming from villages get
food at cheaper rates. Like
divisional offices, the district
level offices will also be brought
in a single integrated building,”
the CM said.

He also said that the state
government was committed to
providing all possible assis-
tance to the advocates’ society. 

“The government has paid
Rs 23.11 crore in 471 cases
under the Advocate Social
Security Fund and Rs 4.46
crore in 662 cases under the
Advocate Welfare Fund. Along
with this, Rs 1.87 crore has
been sanctioned and Rs 1.6
crore has been disbursed under
the Rs 5,000 per month assis-

tance scheme to young advo-
cates. Besides this, Rs 573 crore
and Rs 184 crore have also been
sanctioned to Prayagraj High
Court and Lucknow bench
respectively for constructing
multi-storey buildings and
parkings,” he said.

Calling upon the advo-
cates to get connected with
technology, the CM said that it
would assist in providing
speedy justice to people. 

“During the coronavirus
pandemic period, only by get-
ting connected to technology,
we were able to send funds in
the accounts of millions of
farmers, elderly widowed
women and disabled people.
Not only a temple is being con-
structed in Ayodhya but it will
also help in giving employment
to lakhs of people in the com-
ing times,” he said.

Speaking on the occasion,
the MP from Gorakhpur, Ravi
Kishan, said, “Today
Gorakhpur is shining in the
country and it is just because of
the struggle of the CM. He has
destroyed the mafia and their
fear from Gorakhpur and the
district is developing at a fast
pace.” 
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Lucknow (PNS): Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, on behalf
of the people of Uttar Pradesh, congratulated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi after the latest global survey chose the PM as
the most popular leader in the world. The CM said that it was
a matter of pride for all the countrymen.

Yogi Adityanath, who was in Gorakhpur on a two-day visit,
on Saturday said that the prestigious institution Morning
Consult in its net approval survey had found PM Modi as the
most popular leader in the world. “This, indeed, is a proud
moment for all of us,’’ he said.  The CM said that the PM had
rendered relentless service to the 135 crore population of the
country during the last six years and ensured their well-being
in the most selfless manner.  “It was his towering leadership
and efficiency that the country could successfully control the
coronavirus epidemic. Even the World Health Organisation
(WHO) was compelled to praise India for this endeavour,’’ Yogi
Adityanath pointed out. In the survey, PM Modi received 74
percent net approval rating to emerge as the most popular glob-
al leader followed by Brazil president (46 percent), US presi-
dent (41 percent) and United Kingdom prime minister (39 per-
cent), the CM said, adding that it could be made possible due
to the body of work of the PM and his unquestionable popu-
larity among the masses.
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The first Covid-19 vaccina-
tion dry run was successful-

ly carried out at six hospitals in
Lucknow on Saturday. The dry
run was conducted at KGMU,
SGPGI, RMLIMS and Sahara
Hospital besides Maal and
Malihabad CHCs.

District Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash took stock of
the dry run at Sahara Hospital,
KGMU and RMLIMS. The
exercise which started at 9 am
was carried out for an actual
hands-on experience for the
health personnel. The DM said
that a dry run of transportation
of vaccine from the cold storage
to immunisation centres was
also carried out and it witnessed
the participation of administra-
tion, police  and health officials.

Prakash said the second
dry run would be carried out
shortly and it would see the
coordination of police depart-
ment, district administration
and health department at the 59
vaccination centres.

“In the first dry run, there
were 25 participants at each cen-
tre. There was a standard pro-
cedure which included five
stages of vaccinations. After
beneficiaries are vaccinated,
they will be given vaccine cards
and they will be vaccinated
again after 28 days and have to
be under observation. If the
beneficiaries face any problem,
a contingency plan has also
been prepared,” the DM said.

The DM said that a work-
shop would also be carried out
for better orientation, team
work and coordination so that
the vaccination is 100 percent
successful. Divisional
Commissioner Ranjan Kumar
also carried out an inspection of
the dry run at SGPGI.

A senior official at the
CMO office said the dry run
was  conducted smoothly. He
said the exercise was a prepara-
tion before the actual run and
was limited to a single day. He
said that preparation for the vac-

cination was a continuous
process. “The dry run wit-
nessed everything which includ-
ed the transportation of the vac-
cine, verification by the  first
verifier of the beneficiary, sec-
ond verifier and third verifier
who uploads the name of the
beneficiary on the portal and
then vaccinates him or her,” he
said.

After a patient is observed
post vaccination in the observa-
tion room,  a centre has been
created where three beds have

been placed to manage the after
effects of the vaccine, if any.

SGPGI director Dr RK
Dhiman also inspection the
dry run at the hospital. About
the current Covid situation, he
said it was pretty much under
control in Uttar Pradesh.

“Very few patients are com-
ing in and the recovery rate is
very high. The situation is
under control and the only
cause of concern is the new
virus strain. The situation is like-
ly to become normal in the lat-

ter part of 2021 when people
may be able to move out with-
out having to wear masks,” he
added.

Meanwhile, Organised
Medicine Academic Guild
(OMAG) secretary Dr Ishwar
Gilada  welcomed the decision
of the Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) of Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO) for rec-
ommending the Serum Institute
of India’s Covishield Covid-19
vaccine for emergency use

authorisation to Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI).

“OMAG appeals to  people,
not to rush for the vaccine.
Those below 18 have to wait till
small trials are done in people
their age. OMAG also appeals to
those who already suffered from
Covid-19 infection to wait as
they do not need the vaccine
right now or for several months
from now. People should get
their Covid antibody tests done.
If positive for IgG, wait. It’s
impossible to vaccinate all. We
could give the polio vaccine to
90% of the children as it is an
oral vaccine and could be done
by Anganwadi and ASHA
workers, and it took several
years. This vaccine is different,”
he said.

“Currently, most of the
world, particularly the develop-
ing world, depends on India for
healthcare, especially for med-
icines and several vaccines, and
it will be the same for Covid-19
vaccines as well. Even now,
60% of all the vaccines used
globally are manufactured in
India,” he added.

Meanwhile, 137 persons
tested positive for coronavirus
in Lucknow on Saturday. City
death toll stands at 1,114 while
there are 2,638 active cases in
the district. The fresh cases
included 12 from Gomtinagar,
13 from Indiranagar, and 10
each from Jankipuram, Rae
Bareli road, Cantt & Aliganj.
Across the state, 728 persons
tested positive, including 26 in
Kanpur, 23 in Ghaziabad, 20 in
Gautam Buddh Nagar, 45 in
Varanasi and 55 in Meerut,
taking the UP case tally to
5,87,434.

There were eight deaths in
the state, including two each in
Varanasi & Gorakhpur, and
one each in Lucknow, Prayagraj,
Gonda & Balrampur, taking the
toll to 8,387. Besides, 1,190
patients recovered, taking the
total number of recoveries to
5,65,731 while there are 13,316
active cases in the state.
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The Meteorological depart-
ment has forecast rains in

the state, including Lucknow, on
Tuesday. Director JP Gupta said
the rains are expected because
of the presence of a western dis-
turbance near Pakistan. On
Monday, the  cold weather con-
ditions continued to prevail but
the sunny skies spelled relief.

Lucknow recorded the
maximum temperature at 24.4
degree Celsius, which was 3.5
degrees above normal. The
minimum temperature at 6.8
degree Celsius was 0.8 degree
below normal. In the state,
Faizabad was the coldest at 3.5

degree Celsius, followed by
Fatehgarh and Bareilly at 3.7
degree Celsius each and
Muzaffarnagar at 3.8 degree
Celsius.

Lightning and thunder-
showers are likely in Lucknow,
Saharanpur, Shamli,
Muzaffarnagar, Baghpat,
Meerut, Ghaziabad, Hapur, GB
Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh,
Mathura, Hathras, Etah, Agra,
Firozabad, Mainpuri, Etawah,
Auraiyya, Farrukhabad,
Kannauj, Bijnor, Amroha,
Moradabad, Rampur, Sambhal,
Bareilly, Pilibhit, Shahjahanpur,
Badaun, Kasganj, Lakhimpur
Kheri, Hardoi, Sitapur,
Bahraich and adjoining areas.

The forecast for Lucknow
is partly cloudy skies while
rains and thunderstorms are
likely in some areas. The max-
imum and minimum temper-
atures are expected to be
around 26 degree Celsius  and
9 degree Celsius, respectively.

In the state, thunderstorms
are likely at isolated places
over eastern UP and at a few
places over western UP, with
shallow to moderate fog in the
morning. There is a warning of
thunderstorm accompanied by
lightning at isolated places over
eastern UP while thunder-
storm accompanied by light-
ning and hailstorm at isolated
places over western UP.
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Agram pradhan was
attacked in Mohanlalganj

on Saturday by an irate villager
who was upset over the for-
mer’s ignorance towards devel-
opment in the area. The victim
was identified as Umesh
Kumar Bajpai while the
accused as Ram Kumar. Police
arrested Ram Kumar and his
application was accepted later.

As per reports, a contrac-
tor is getting interlocking
bricks fixed in Barwaliya vil-
lage these days but the area
around Ram Kumar’s has
remain untouched. Since the
gram pradhan had a say in the
work, Ram Kumar suspected

that the area was deliberately
left at his behest.

On Saturday, Ram Kumar
reached the office of the block
development officer and com-
plained about the ignorance.
The BDO asked the panchay-
at secretary to conduct a probe
into the matter. Thereafter,
Ram Kumar went to meet the
panchayat secretary. When
Ram Kumar was talking to

him, the gram pradhan also
reached there. Both indulged
in a verbal spat and exchanged
blows. In a fit of rage, Ram
Kumar picked up a chair and
hit it on the gram pradhan’s
head. The injured gram prad-
han was rushed to a hospital. 

Block employees alleged
that the police arrived at the
scene late even after being
called instantly after the inci-
dent. Later, a case was regis-
tered on the complaint of the
victim and Ram Kumar was
arrested. The police said Ram
Kumar is a PWD employee. He
told the police that the gram
pradhan had deliberately
stopped laying bricks around
his house.
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Expressing satisfaction
with the 96.6 percent
recovery rate of COVID-

19 in Uttar Pradesh, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
directed officials to keep the
prevention and treatment sys-
tems completely intact. 

He also said that full care
should be taken at every level
and even a little carelessness in
this regard could prove to be
costly. He also instructed offi-
cials to be extra vigilant in view
of the new strain of the novel
coronavirus.

The CM, who was presid-

ing over an unlock review
meeting at his official residence
here on Saturday, said that the
medical testing should be con-
ducted with full capacity. 

“All necessary equipment
should be arranged on priori-
ty for testing the new strain of
the novel coronavirus in the
state laboratories,” he said,
adding that contact tracing
and surveillance systems
should also be maintained
effectively. The CM stressed on
regular monitoring of the
arrangements being made in
the state for COVID-19 vacci-
nation. He said proper safe
storage, cold chain and trans-

portation of the vaccine should
be ensured as per the pre-
scribed standard.

The CM also instructed
officials to constantly make
people aware about prevention
from COVID-19 infection and
use various publicity medi-
ums along with public address
systems for this. 

He directed the officials to
widely publicise the e-
Sanjeevani App through which
people get online medical con-
sultation. He also instructed
officials to ensure all prepara-
tions for the Mukhya Mantri
Arogya Mela being restarted
from January 10.
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Two dozen people were
killed in separate mishaps

during the past 24 hours
In a tragic accident on the

Agra-Lucknow Expressway in
Auras area of Unnao on Friday,
a high-speed private bus hit a
container parked on the road-
side, claiming half-a-dozen
lives and leaving six people
seriously injured.

Reports said that a bus was
going from Araria Bihar to the
national capital Delhi when due
to dense fog, the driver crashed
the vehicle into the container.
According to the police, 65 to
70 people were present on the
bus. Bus driver Salahuddin
also died on the spot.

The collision was so severe
that the bus entered five feet
inside the container and was
pulled out with the help of a
crane. Traffic on the express-
way was affected for about
two hours.

In Meerut, three car-borne
youths were killed while two

others sustained critical injuries
when the vehicle hit a tree
amidst dense fog in the
Ganganagar area on Saturday
morning. The car, which was
going towards Inchauli from
Meerut, rammed into a road-
side tree near JP Institute situ-
ated at the Mawana road.

In Auraiya, four members
of a family were killed when a
speeding truck hit a scooty at
a national highway in the Sadar
area on Saturday morning.

In Agra, five people were
killed in two accidents on
Yamuna Expressway early
Friday, again due to fog.

In Ballia, a motorcycle
rider was killed and another
injured after they were hit by a
pick-up.

In Budaun, a 50-year-old
man and his son died of elec-
trocution in a village, police
said on Saturday. The incident
took place in Noorpur village
on Friday, police said.
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Chief general manager of Lucknow Circle Ajay Kumar

Khanna extended best wishes to all the staff members of
State Bank of India on the occasion of new year. Khanna
said everyone should take care of their health and be pos-
itive. Blankets and masks were donated by the CGM to
people belonging to the weaker sections of the society in
collaboration with Seva Sankalp. Saplings were also plant-
ed by Khanna and other officials of the bank.
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Rakshit Rao, a student of class VI, City Montessori

School, Kanpur Road Campus, has earned the prestigious
title of WhiteHat Jr Certified Game
Developer, thus bringing laurels to the
institution. The title was awarded to
Rakshit by dint of his in-depth knowl-
edge and creativity in computer science
which he displayed while participating
in a coding session. WhiteHat Jr is an
online global coding platform for hon-
ing and showcasing the computer tal-
ent and skills of children aged 6-14 years. CEO of
WhiteHat Jr Karan Bajaj presented him with a certificate
of merit as a Certified Computer Game Developer.
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City achievers were on
cloud nine after cracking

CAT, results of which were
declared  on Saturday. Piyush
Trivedi, who secured 99.98
percentile, attributed his
achievement to his coaching
and said it was the right plat-
form. “It has to be a sustained
practice because there are
going to be good and bad
days. This was essentially my
preparation strategy,” he said.
It was the second attempt by
Piyush who is working with a
firm. He has completed civil
engineering from Bengaluru.
“I hope to get admission to
IIM-Ahmedabad and pursue
either product management or
consultancy,” said Piyush,
whose sister is also studying in
IIM-Ahmedabad.

Shikhar Mahendra, who
scored 99.25 percentile, is a

student of BA in Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti Language
University. He said his success
mantra was hard work and
mock tests. “Covid did not
make much of a difference as
far as his preparations were
concerned. Hoping to join
IIM-Lucknow, he said he was
aiming at becoming a market-
ing manager and that it was
his second attempt.

Abhinay Srivastava, who
scored 99.11 percentile, said
constant practice and hard

work were his success
mantras. A student of IET-
Lucknow, he is currently
working in an MNC as a soft-
ware engineer. 

Ashish Sinha, director of
a coaching institute, said
Covid did not make much of
a difference as far as results
were concerned because the
students used online plat-
forms, online testing and
doubt solving in WhatsApp
groups for cracking the exams
with good percentiles.
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Ranjit Patel, husband of
suspended BSP MLA

Sushma Patel, joined the
Samajwadi Party in presence
of Akhilesh Yadav here on
Saturday. Patel lost the elec-
tion from Pratapgarh Sadar
assembly constituency 2017 as
Bahujan Samaj Party candi-
date while his wife Sushma

won the election from Mungra
Badshahpur seat in Jaunpur
district on BSP ticket. Along
with Ranjit Patel, his father
Dudhnath Patel and mother-
in-law Savitri Patel also joined
the SP.

Sushma Patel was sus-
pended from the BSP after she
met Akhilesh Yadav along
with her husband  ahead of
the Rajya Sabha elections in

UP in October last.  
Sushma, after her suspen-

sion, had said that there was
no fault in meeting any leader
and she would continue to
work for the people and meet
anyone she liked.

Four other BSP MLAs
had also met Akhilesh Yadav
during that period and were
suspended from the party by
the BSP high command.
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Agirl ended her life due to
allegedly being bullied by

a youth who was stalking her
for long time in Bakshi-Ka-
Talab police station area to
force her into submission.
Police detained the accused,
identified as Tanmay Yadav of
the same village.

As per reports, the girl
ended her life at her house on
Friday night. Her family mem-
bers said she returned home
sad and went straight into her
room on Thursday. “She did
not eat anything on Thursday
and Friday. On the evening of
Friday and Saturday, she locked
herself in a room avoided talk-
ing to us. We opened the doors
late in the night and found her
hanging from the ceiling,” her
kin said. They said the youth
was harassing the girl for a long
time to force her into submis-
sion. On Thursday, the accused
broke her mobile phone when
she was returning home. Upset
over the harassment, she ended
her life. 

Meanwhile, three persons,
including a woman, ended their
lives in separate incidents in the
last 24 hours. 

In Naka police station area,
a man, identified as Nirmal
Sahu (30) of Nehrubagh local-
ity, ended his life at his house on

Friday night when he was all
alone. His wife and children had
gone to their native house in
Siwan, Bihar. Police said Nirmal
was found hanging from ceiling
with a dupatta tied around his
neck. Nirmal used to repair gas
burners and stoves for a living.
It surfaced during police inves-
tigation that Nirmal had com-
plained of heart palpitations and
was in depression for the last
few days. Police sent the body
for autopsy and started further
investigation.

Elsewhere in Hasanganj, a
22-year-old boy, identified as
Sachin Kumar Singh of
Barabanki, was found hanging
at a house where his elder
brother stays on rent. Reports
said Sachin had visited his
brother Sudhir Kumar Singh’s
house a week ago. On January
1, Sudhir left for his office
while Sachin stayed back. “I
returned home around 4 pm
and found Sachin hanging from
the ceiling,” Sudhir told the
police. 

In Gosainganj, a woman,
identified as Uma Verma of
Jaisana village in the area, was
found hanging at her house. She
was hanging from ceiling with
a saree tied around her neck.
Her husband Kuldeep works in
New Delhi and they were stay-
ing away from their parents at
another house.
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Agirl was drugged after
being offered liquor and

was later molested on her way
from Jalesar to Agra.

All the three accused later
dumped the unconscious vic-
tim and escaped. The police,
however, arrested all the three
accused. The incident took
place on 31 December, 2020
(New Year’s eve), when cele-
brat ions were on to 
welcome 2021.

Three youths, Gaurav,
Yameen and Salman were
conspiring to rape the victim
after giving her liquor but as
she turned unconscious, they
left her and escaped.

The incident was report-
ed from Asulabad area of
Rasulpur police station in
Firozabad.  The cops at
Rasulpur police station were

shocked to find a girl in an
unconscious state on
Thursday midnight. 

They immediately took
the woman to the
Government Trauma Centre
and admitted her. After about
two hours, when the girl came
to her senses, she disclosed
how the incident happened
with her.

The girl was so scared
that even after coming to her
senses she fainted again and
again. The woman disclosed
that she was going from
Jalesar to Agra when three
young men talking to her in
the hotel said that they would
make her sit in the bus and
take her to Gaurav’s Dhaba.
She was first forced to drink
alcohol and when she fell
unconscious, the youths
undressed her and allegedly
made a video of the act.

The woman was sent for
medical examination on
Friday.

Taking immediate action
on the complaint of the
woman, the police have
arrested the three youths.

Meanwhile, a female sub-
inspector posted at
Anupshahr police station in
Bulandshahr district alleged-
ly committed suicide in her
house on Friday night. “She
was found dead hanging from
a fan by the neck, by a land-
lady. On being sent to hospi-
tal she was pronounced dead.
A note suicide was found,”
said Bulandshahr SSP Santosh
Kumar Singh.

The SI, identified as Aarju
Pawar (30), hailing from
Shamli district had joined
UP Police in 2015 as SI and
was staying as a tenant in a
house in Nehru Ganj. 
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Proscribed terrorists and

entities are subject to an assets
freeze, wherein all states are
required to freeze funds and
other financial assets or eco-
nomic resources of designated
individuals and entities, a trav-
el ban that prevents the entry
into or transit through nations’
territories by the designated

individuals and an arms
embargo. Last month, the UN
Security Council’s 1267 Al
Qaeda Sanctions Committee
allowed for a monthly payment
of Pakistani Rupee 1.5 lakh for
Lakhvi to meet his personal
expenses. The LeT, led by
Jamat-ud-Dawa (JuD) chief
Hafiz Saeed, is responsible for
carrying out the 2008 Mumbai
attack that killed 166 people,
including six Americans.

The global terror financing
watchdog Financial Action

Task Force (FATF) is instru-
mental in pushing Pakistan to
take measures against terrorists
roaming freely in Pakistan and
using its territory to carry out
attacks in India and elsewhere.

The Paris-based FATF
placed Pakistan on the Grey
List in June 2018 and asked
Islamabad to implement a plan
of action to curb money laun-
dering and terror financing by
the end of 2019 but the dead-
line was extended later on due
to Covid-19 pandemic. 
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“A fortnight of nationwide

campaign will be started to
counter the Government’s pro-
paganda called “Desh Jagriti
Abhiyan” during January 6 to 20
which will include rallies, confer-
ences and dharnas all over the
country,” said the farmers’ union. 

“Lohri and Sankranti festi-
vals will be marked as Kisan
Sankalp Diwas by burning the
copies of these three laws. On
January 18 farmers will celebrate
Mahila Kisan Diwas to underline
the role of women farmers while
Azad Hind Kisan Diwas will be
marked on Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose’s birth anniversary
on January 23 by protesting out-
side Governors’ official resi-
dence in all State capitals,” said
the farmers union. On Friday,
the farmers had announced
that if the talks on January 4 do
not succeed, farmers will march
on KMP Expressway on the
January 6 and subsequently the
Shahjahanpur blockade will
also move towards Delhi. “It is
a “plain lie” that the
Government had accepted 50
per cent of the farmers’
demands. In last round of talks,
the Government agreed to two
minor demands of the farmers’
movement and even these are
yet to be secured in writing or
legal form while the major
demands of the protesting
farmers remain unresolved,”
said Yogendra Yadav. “On the
demand to repeal the three
Central farm laws, the Centre
had asked the farmers’ organi-
sations to come up with ‘alter-
native proposals, and the farmer
leaders responded by saying
that there is no alternative
other than repeal. The
Government has refused to
agree, even in principle, to our
demand for legal right to pur-
chase at MSP,” said Gurnam
Singh Chadhuni.

“We have no alternative
and if the Government does not
meet our demand by the 26th
of January, we will be left with
no option other than to start
marching peacefully into Delhi,”
he said.
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wipe out the deadly novel coronavirus
from the country. He also said that UP
had done a condemnable job in con-
trolling COVID-19 and even the
World Health Organisation (WHO)
had appreciated the government’s
efforts. “The number of active coron-
avirus positive cases was 68,000 two
months back and now there are just
13,000 active cases in the state. The
recovery rate of 97 per cent is the best
in the country.... We will win the fight
against this pandemic,” he said.

Meanwhile, the state government
on Saturday commenced its prepara-
tion for the COVID-19 vaccination in
UP by conducting dry runs in six hos-
pitals in the state capital.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad said here
on Saturday that dry run of vaccina-
tion preparation in the state capital was
successful and it took note of any laps-
es which could arise during the actu-
al vaccination drive.  

In Lucknow, the dry run was
held at Mall and Malihabad commu-
nity health centres, Sahara Hospital,
King George’s Medical University,
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital and
Sanjay Gandhi Post-graduate Institute
of Medical Sciences.

Prasad said on January 5, a simi-
lar dry run would be held at six places
each, three rural and three urban, in
all the 75 districts of the state. 

He said the government was tak-
ing all steps to make foolproof arrange-
ments for the vaccination. 

“The government has ordered
installation of CCTV cameras in all the
vaccination storage rooms and at
other places where the process would
be completed,” he said.

Meanwhile, fresh cases of COVID-
19 further came down to 728 on
Saturday and the recovery percentage
went up further to 96.351 per cent.
There are still 13,316 active coron-
avirus cases in the state out of which
5,518 are in home isolation, 1,305 in
private hospitals and the rest in gov-
ernment-run Covid hospitals. 

A total of 5,65,731 COVID-19
patients have recovered in the state
while the total casualty stands at
8,387 with the case fatality rate com-
ing down to 1.42 per cent. After six
months, the number of casualties in a
day came down to just eight on
Saturday. 

Till date over 5.01 lakh health
teams have covered 3.10 crores hous-
es under surveillance and have checked
the health of over 15.08 crore people.
On Friday, the labs conducted 1,29,111
lakh Covid sample tests and now the
number of total tests in the state has
gone up to 2,42,16,483, the highest in
the country. 

The UP government has decided
to re-start the Mukhya Mantri Arogya
Mela from January 10 in all the gov-
ernment hospitals where people will
get non-Covid treatment.
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scientists. The controversial
statement of the SP president
comes when the UP govern-
ment is holding a dry run for
the COVID-19 vaccination
process in Lucknow and is
preparing to start a vaccination
programme from Makar
Sankranti. 

A trial drill for distribution
of COVID-19 vaccine began
across the country on Saturday,
officials said. The Centre had on
Thursday stated that the exer-
cises aim to test the linkages
between planning and imple-
mentation and identify chal-
lenges. “How can I trust the vac-
cine, which will be used for vac-
cination by the BJP? We cannot
get vaccinated by the BJP’s vac-
cine,” Akhilesh Yadav told
reporters here.  He also said his
party would come to power in
the state after 2022 elections and
everybody would get the vac-
cine free. His remarks prompt-
ed an instant rebuttal from BJP
leader and Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya, who termed the
statement as an “insult to the
doctors and scientists of the
country”. 

“Akhilesh Yadav does not
have trust in the vaccine and the
people of Uttar Pradesh do not
have trust in Akhilesh Yadav.
His raising questions on the vac-
cine are an insult to doctors and
scientists of the country. He
should tender an apology,”
Maurya told reporters.

Akhilesh Yadav also
claimed that there was no coro-
navirus anywhere in the coun-
try. “The BJP is using the pan-
demic as a tool to frighten the
opposition political parties and
the people from exercising their
democratic right to protest
against the government. I have
come here without any face
mask and am sitting amongst
you all,” the SP chief said.

“The  BJP is carrying out its
political activity all over the
country as per its electoral
needs but the government is
preventing the opposition  from
carrying out political activities
and holding rallies due to coro-
navirus,” Yadav charged.

On Saturday, Akhilesh
Yadav also met several saints
and monks from Ayodhya and
sought their blessings for the
2022 assembly polls. 

Later, he announced that
when the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment would come to power
in UP, the entire Ayodhya
would enjoy tax-free status so
that every day or 365 days in the
year people could celebrate the
festival of Diwali in the temple
city. Yadav said Ayodhya was a
symbol of unity and integrity
but the BJP had turned it into
a place of religious conflict to
gain vote mileage.“We have
tried to save democracy and
humanity by supporting all the
religions. I believe in God and
hence have made a temple
inside my house. But the BJP is
making all efforts to divide the
community on religion,” he
alleged.
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The UK has already given

nod for vaccination to the shot
developed there. Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin is India’s first

indigenous vaccine for coron-
avirus. The inactivated virus
vaccine has been developed in
collaboration with the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) and National Institute
of Virology (NIV).

Bharat Biotech’s interim
findings of Phase I trials showed
the drug induced an immune
response and led to no serious
side effects. Data from Phase II
trials showed “tolerable safety
outcomes”, suggesting antibod-
ies may persist for six to 12
months.

The Subject Expert
Committee met for the second
time this week on Friday to
review the applications of the
vaccine candidates. Both Serum
Institute and Bharat Biotech had
made presentations before the
expert panel on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, biopharmaceutical
company Pfizer has requested
more time to present its data.

Emergency use authorisa-
tion will pave the way for vac-
cine rollout in India, which is
the world’s second-worst affect-
ed country by the virus after the
United States. Adar Poonawalla,
chief executive officer of the
Serum Institute of India, had on
Monday said that the company
has already made 40 million to
50 million doses of the vaccine.
However, the Government has
not yet signed a deal with the
firm.
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Later, the suspension was

extended till January 7.
According to the SOP, all the
passengers arriving from the
UK are required to carry a neg-
ative RT-PCR test report which
should be obtained 72 hours
prior to the journey. 

“The same will also need to
be uploaded on the same por-
tal mentioned above. After
arriving at the Indian airports,
all passengers will be subjected
to self-paid RT-PCR tests. In the
case of positive test results,
passengers will be isolated in an
institutional isolation facility
in a separate (isolation) unit
coordinated by the respective
state health authorities,” it said.

Meanwhile, passengers
seated in the same row of the
Covid positive patient, three
rows in front and three rows
behind would also be subject-
ed to institutional quarantine in
separate quarantine centers.
The passengers who are found
Covid-negative after the tests
conducted at the airport would
be advised home quarantine for
14 days and the concerned
state or district administration
should regularly follow up with
them. “In case, the genomic
sequencing indicates the pres-
ence of a new variant of
SARSCoV-2, then the patient
will continue to remain in a sep-
arate isolation unit. The patient
will remain in the isolation
unit as per the existing proto-
col. The patient will be kept in
the isolation facility till his
sample is tested negative,’ it said.

“The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation will ensure prop-
er separation of flights coming
from the UK to avoid crowding
at airports for testing and wait-
ing for results. To ensure strin-
gent following to all protocols,
only 15 flights per week by air-

lines of India and as many by
carriers of the UK - 30 in all
weekly - will be allowed to and
from the four metros of Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad only till January
23, 2021.

As per the SOP, airlines and
airports will inform passengers
about the new protocols and
also make in-flight announce-
ments about the same. “The
State-wise passenger manifest of
the flights from UK landing at
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Chennai air-
ports in India (from Jan 8-30,
for now) shall be conveyed by
the Bureau of Immigration to
state government/integrated
Disease Surveillance
Programme (IDSP) so that this
data would be provided to the
surveillance teams,” it said.

“All the contacts of those
travellers who arrived at various
airports between January 8 and
30 and tested positive on arrival
during air travel would be sub-
jected to institutional quaran-
tine in separate quarantine cen-
tres and would be tested as per
ICMR guidelines (or earlier if
the passenger develops any
symptoms suggestive of
COVID-19). Contacts testing
positive shall be (done),” it said.
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Informing that the cricket-

ing legend was stable, Dr Aftab
Khan of the hospital where he
was being treated said, “Sourav
Ganguly has undergone angio-
plasty. He is stable now. He will
be monitored for 48 hours. He
is completely conscious. There
are two (more) blockages in his
heart for which he will be treat-
ed. As of now he is stable, we
will have a meeting on Monday
and then we will decide what
needs to be done further, prior-
ity is to let him settle down after
heart attack. He is risk-free
and he is talking as well.”

Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee who met him
during the visiting hours “his
spirit is so high … when I went
to see him … before I could ask
a question he asked me as to
how I was … I wonder how a
youngster like him can get a
heart attack… I could also
know after speaking to him that
he would never get any test
done.”
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The States and Union

Territories have been asked to
ensure that the data of benefi-
ciaries is uploaded on Co-
WIN, an online platform for
monitoring the delivery of the
vaccine. Similar exercise for
the distribution and administra-
tion of Covid-19 vaccine was
conducted in various States
and UTs separately on different
occasions in December.

“The purpose was to check
the various steps of the vaccina-
tion process, including the effi-
ciency of the CoWIN app,
internet accessibility, and the
management of any possible
adverse events,” said the official
from the Ministry.

The Central Government
plans to vaccinate nearly 30
crore people in the first phase
of the immunisation drive. The
vaccine will be administered to
one crore healthcare workers,
along with 2 crore frontline and
essential workers, and 27 crore
elderly, mostly above the age of
50 with co-morbidities.
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Railway Board (RB) has
directed Banaras

Locomotive Works (BLW) to
be in readiness for undertaking
transfer of technology (ToT)
agreement for manufacturing
new 9,000 HHP (high horse-
power) freight locomotives.
‘The project, which will span
over four years, will see pro-
duction of 200 locomotives
with progressive increase in
value addition from the work-
shops of BLW,’ said the General
Manager (GM) Anjali Goyal
while talking to the reporters at
BLW Officers’ Club here on
Saturday.

Disclosing further the
ongoing projects, she said that
under ‘Mission Raftaar’, Indian
Railways (IR) increased the
average speed of trains by
running in ‘Push-Pull’ mode.
‘The operation of WAP-7 pas-
senger loco in Push-Pull mode
is done by placing a locomo-
tive at the head and at the rear
of the rake. Push-Pull
arrangement requires modifi-
cation in locomotive software,
cabling scheme and driver
desk. All these modifications
have been done on the first
pair which was successfully
tested and dispatched in
February last year and since
then, the BLW has put Push-
Pull features in all newly man-
ufactured WAP-7 locomotives,’
she said.

Anjali  Goyal also
informed that the BLW has
been selected by the RB to roll
out a flagship mission project
of IR which seeks to replace
Guard & Brake Van (BV) in
freight trains by a revenue

earning vehicle while improv-
ing safety and productivity. ‘It
is a low cost radio telemetry
device which is used to estab-
lish communication between
the locomotives driver and
last wagon of the train to
ensure that the train is running
with all coaches/wagons as a
complete unit,’ said the GM,
adding that BLW is convener
of task force for smooth coor-
dination and streamlining the
project implementation.   

According to her, in spite
of the COVID-19 lockdown in
April and May last year, when
loco production was nil in
April and eight in May, BLW
has manufactured 200 electric
locomotives up till December
last, against 195 produced
during the corresponding
months in 2019, following all
Covid protocols. ‘BLW has
completely repurposed its
infrastructure to switchover
from making diesel to electric

locomotives. The staff and
officers have risen to the chal-
lenge of re-skilling and reor-
ganising the shop floors,
machines, jigs and fixtures
and planning process for tran-
sition to electric locos,’ she
said, adding that the shift of
the production line is in line
with Ministry of Railways’
multi-pronged strategy of low-
ering the fuel bill, reducing
carbon footprint and depen-
dence on import of fuel apart
from enhancing average speed
and hauling capacity of trains.

Highlighting the BLW’s
achievements further, Anjali
Goyal said that our electric
loco production line has 98
per cent indigenous materials
input, supporting MSMEs and
domestic manufacturing sec-
tor in a large way. The annu-
al procurement in 2020-21 is
� 3,000 crore including a sub-
stantial share from MSMEs. In
2019-20, purchases from

MSMEs were nearly �� 1,400
crore. The turnover of nearly
��4,000 crore per annum adds
to the manufacturing GDP of
the economy.

‘BLW is now in a unique
position of leveraging its mul-
tipurpose infrastructure to
produce multi gauge and multi
traction rolling stock towards
achieving the Government’s
visionary policy of Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat,’ said the GM,
adding that BLW is also work-
ing on a prestigious export
order of six cape gauge 3,000
HP diesel locomotives to
Mozambique worth �� 51.6
crore. This was put on fast
track in November last. Under
this order, for the first time a
12 Cylinder Crankcase is being
manufactured in BLW.

‘BLW also has the credit to
successfully convert HHP
diesel locos into electric locos
for the first time anywhere in
the world. First such twin
unit of 10,000 HP converted
locomotive WAGC3 was
flagged off by the Prime
Minister from BLW and is suc-
cessfully hauling 6,000T
freight load trains. Since then,
eight locos have been con-
verted,’ she said, informing
that BLW has a state-of-the-art
Welding Research Institute,
capable of certifying welders.
‘Our hospital, which served
the COVID-19 positive
patients remarkably recently, is
planning to provide internship
facilities of medico students.
Under Skill Development ini-
tiatives, a total of 521 local
youths have been trained free
of cost in various trades and
certificates have been award-
ed,’ she informed.

VARANASI (PNS): One was
killed and more than half-a-
dozen sustained injuries in a
road mishap that occurred
early morning on Saturday
when a four-wheeler dashed
against the divider near
Ugapur, under the Chaubeypur
police station. The injured were
rushed to a nearby hospital.
The condition of two injured
was found critical and the doc-

tors referred them to the divi-
sional government hospital in
Kabirchaura where the doctors
declared one brought dead.

According to the informa-
tion, eight youths had come to
Varanasi from Buxar to cele-
brate the New Year. After the
celebration, they were return-
ing to Buxar by four-wheeler
this early morning. It was said
that when they were on way

near Ugapur, the vehicle dashed
against the divider and over-
turned when the driver tried
overtaking a truck.

The villagers rushed the
spot and also informed the
local police about this. On get-
ting information, the police
reached the site and the injured
were rushed to nearby private
hospital. One of two injured
Sonu (25) was referred to the

divisional government hospital
where the doctors pronounced
him dead. The others injured
were Vittu (24), Babaloo (24),
Mantu (24), Suraj (23), Monu
(24), Dani (18) and Mixture
(18). 

The seriously injured dri-
ver could not be identified. The
police informed the family
members of the deceased and
injured.   
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Heavy rush of people was
seen at all the famous

temples not only in Varanasi
but all in adjoining places
including Vindhyachal as usu-
ally like previous years on the
occasion of New Year. The
rush was heavy at almost all the
temples including Kashi
Vishwanath, Sankatmochan,
Kaal Bhairav, Durga Mandir,
Bada Ganesh, Mahamritunjya
Mahadev, Vishwanath temple
in Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) and many others where
there were long queues of
devotees. Many leading roads
witnessed traffic jams. As a
large number of people pre-
ferred to begin their New Year
offering prayer of Lord Ganesh,
all temples of Lord Ganesh saw
rush and maximum rush was
seen at Bada Ganesh. Normally,
the temples do not see much
rush during the ‘Kharwas’
month as per Hindi Calendar
but due to New Year there was
heavy rush.

Besides, there was rarely
any picnic site in the city and
its adjoining areas where there
was no heavy rush of people,
especially those who visited

there along with their families.
The rush may be imagined by
the facts that there were mas-
sive traffic jams at some places
on the roads approached to
Sarnath, which provides an
ideal picnic site for the people
due to spacious places and
presence of nearly a dozen
Buddhist temples with good
space to enjoy the New Year.

Heavy rush of visitors was
also seen at all the famous 84-
odd ghats and even across the
river at the sandy site there was
celebration mood throughout
the day. 

Not only this, it was also a
picnic time for thousands of
families who preferred to visit
natural beauty sites and almost
all the famous waterfalls locat-

ed in adjoining areas in
Chandauli and Mirzapur dis-
tricts including Rajdhari,
Devdhari, Lakhania Dhari,
Vindham Fall and many others.
Apart from the same, some
families preferred to enjoy the
same visiting historic sites
including Chunar and
Ramnagar forts and many
other places.
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At a meeting of the Akhara
Parishad in Magh Mela

area, the chairman Mahant
Narendra Giri said that they
would ask the Uttarakhand
Chief Minister to prepare for
the forthcoming Maha Kumbh
of Haridwar. The meeting was
attended by the representa-
tives of all the 13 Akharas, and
they inspected the Magh Mela
preparations of Prayagraj on
the Sangam banks.

The Akhara Parishad
chairman said that when
Kumbh can be organised by the
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister,
the Uttarakhand government
should also come forward and
organise Maha Kumbh under
Covid guidlines.

Shahi Snans at Haridwar
Kumbh are scheduled in the
month of March and April
this year. Mahant Narendra
Giri said that the Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh has
made it clear that the religious
tradition would not be broken
under Covid threat, and the
same should be the spirit of the
Uttarakhand Chief Minister.

ABAP OPPOSES ORDI-

NANCE: The Akhil Bharatiya
Akhara Parishad (ABAP), the
largest institution of saints,
has opposed the Religious
Places Registration and
Regulation Ordinance 2020
being brought by the Yogi
Government. Mahant
Narendra Giri, president of
Akhil Bharatiya Akhara
Parishad (ABAP), has said that
all the monasteries and temples
in UP are safe and there is no
threat to them. He said that if
it is very important to bring an
ordinance to religious places

and it is necessary to set up a
directorate for this, then the
opinion of saints should also be
taken before that.

He said that it would not be
appropriate to subject saints
and seers to the state govern-
ment and officials in any way.
Mahant Narendra Giri said
that the system that is already
prevailing in UP regarding
religious places is justified.
Mahant Narendra Giri has also
said that the Chief Minister of
the state, CM Yogi Adityanath
is himself a saint and is also a

Peetadheeshwar of Goraksha
Peeth, so he will take steps after
pondering over.

Mahant Narendra Giri said
that even after this, the gov-
ernment should take the opin-
ion of saints once before bring-
ing the ordinance. Akhara
Parishad president Mahant
Narendra Giri has demanded
from UP CM Yogi Adityanath
that if the government brings
the law, then there should be a
simple law that does not make
the monastery and temple
under the government. 
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Vinay Kumar Tripathi has
assumed the additional

charge of General Manager,
North Central Railway after the
outgoing General Manager
Rajeev Chaudhry being given
a farewell here on Thursday.

Vinay Kumar Tripathi has
taken over the charge of
General Manager, North
Central Railway.  Tripathi has
been working as General
Manager of North Eastern
Railway since October 27,
2020.

After obtaining his B.Tech
degree in Electrical
Engineering from Roorkee,
Tripathi joined the Railway
service as a 1983 batch Indian
Railway Electrical Engineering
Service (IRSEE) officer.  His
first appointment was as
Assistant Electrical Engineer in
Northern Railway. Thereafter,
he performed the duties of var-
ious important posts of

Electrical Engineering
Department in Northern
Railway, Central Railway,
Western Railway.  Tripathi
worked efficiently in important

positions like Divisional
Railway Manager, North
Central Railway, Allahabad
and Chief Electrical
Locomotive Engineer and

Additional General Manager,
Western Railway.

He has obtained training in
higher management in
Switzerland and the United
States.   Tripathi has made com-
mendable contribution in the
development and indigenisa-
tion of the three-phase electric
locomotive of the latest tech-
nology.  

These engines are the pio-
neers of Indian Railways today.
Tripathi has extensive experi-
ence in railway administra-
tion and management.  He is
popular among officers and
employees alike.

The experience of Tripathi,
Divisional Railway Manager
Allahabad (now Prayagraj) and
North Central Railway will be
of great benefit for working in
other posts of this railway.

Officers and employees of
North Central Railway con-
gratulated Tripathi on becom-
ing General Manager North
Central.
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Thirty seven bigha of land,
said to be of mafia don

Atique Ahmed was attached in
Pipari area of the adjoining dis-
trict of Kaushambi. Process of
plotting was in progress at this
land to sell it out at higher
price. Value of this land is
assessed to be around �50
crore.

In the same area a building
of Badrul, son of Atique’s close
associate Gulful Pradhan, was
also pulled down under
Operation Mafia launched by
the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. A
dreaded criminal Gulful was

involved in over a dozen cases
of serious nature. Badrul is also
a history sheeter and was
involved in a good number of
property deals with Atique
Ahmed.

During the last couple of
months properties of Atique
Ahmed and dozens of his close
associates has either been razed
to earth, attached, or put under
seal for gross irregularities.
The properties were either
grabbed, or huge buildings
were raised without an
approved layout.

Though many other mafia
dons have been targeted under
this operation, the biggest suf-
ferer is Atique Ahmed of

Prayagraj and his close associ-
ates and sharp shooters.

FIRE BREAKS OUT IN
HOSIERY STORE: A myste-
rious fire broke out in a hosiery
store here in Khoya Mandi
area, under the Kotwali police
station on Friday night. Clothes
worth �60 lakh went up in
smoke besides �� 40,000 in
cash as the cash chest in the
counter was also reduced to
ashes by the towering flames.

The owner of the shop
Mahendra Malviya went home
late in the night from the shop
after arranging new stocks of
woollens. The local residents of
area witnessed smoke oozing
out from the hosiery shop

around mid-night and
informed Malviya and also the
fire brigade. Within minutes
the flames turned furious and
the whole stock went up in
smoke.

Four fire fighting units
combated the fire and tamed it
around 4 am on Saturday and
went back. Suddenly the fire
broke out once again and this
time one unit of fire brigade
was pressed to bring the situ-
ation under total control.

Timely arrival of fire fight-
ing units saved the adjoining
shops, otherwise it could have
been a major disaster. Malviya
said that the loss was of around
��60 lakh.
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As many as 45 new COVID-
19 patients have been

detected in the district on
Saturday, increasing the total
number to 21,289. The day also
saw one more death, increasing
the toll to 362. During the day,
the follow-up negative reports
included 45 and 40 of them
have been recovered from
home isolation while five from
the hospitals, increasing the
number to 17,583 and 2,926
respectively. The total number
of patients who have been
recovered so far is 20,509, leav-
ing 415 active cases. The recov-
ery rate is 96.33 per cent while

the mortality rate is 1.70 per
cent.

In the first report of the
day, 34 positive patients were
found out of 2,231 reports
received. Till then, the total test
reports received were 5,23,139
and the results of 2,917 are
awaited. Out of them, 5,01,864
were negative while 21,275
positive. The total number of
samples collected was 5,49,354.
Earlier, a female aged 66 and a
male aged 59, both from
Karaundi, succumbed to
COVID-19 at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital, Banaras Hindu
University (SSH BHU). With
the addition of two new red
zones, the total number of

hotspots has increased to 2,647
including 191 red zones. One
green zone has been convert-
ed into a red zone again. There
are 2,456 green zones with six
new ones.

Besides, for safety, respect
and self-confidence of women
under the ‘Mission Shakti’
campaign being run in the
district, the girls/ women of
various schools / colleges and
public places in different police
station areas were made aware
by giving information about the
helpline numbers (112, 1098,
1090, 181, 1076, 108, 102)
issued by the government
through posters / banners /
pamphlets / audios / video

clips. A total of 9,158 women
/ girls were mobilised at 134
places and 828 leaflets were dis-
tributed. A total of 6,117
women / girls were sensitised
by the Anti-Romeo Squads at
120 places. As many as 75 eve
teasers were warned.  

Apart from this, the police
arrested 15 persons under
Section 151 of CrPC while
challaned under Section 188
and took action under Section
51 of Disaster Management Act
against 10 persons. During
checking at various points, 843
vehicles were challaned and
three seized. Apart from this, �
59,400 were realised from 62
vehicles.
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With the increase in the
number of corona infect-

ed on the first day of New Year,
the Coronavirus infection has
also knocked the Magh Mela
Police Line. In the 24 hours on
Friday, 39 new cases of
COVID-19 were recorded in
Prayagraj district. Eight jawans
including the ASI of the RAF
have also been infected. The
Covid report of an advocate, a
doctor from SRN E&T depart-
ment, has come positive. One
infected died during treatment.
With this, the number of peo-
ple who lost their lives to
Corona infection has increased
to 377.

According to Nodal Officer
Corona Dr Rishi Sahai, corona
testing of 5,670 people was
conducted on Friday. In which
the report of five homeguards
who came in the Magh Mela
Police Lines has come positive.
He informed me that the scope
of testing is being extended.

The New Year began with
a figure relieving the corona
infection. On December 31,
after about six months, the
number of infected was

reduced to just 22. At the same
time, the number of those who
beat Corona was almost three
times i.e. 65 of the infected.
With the death of an infected
during treatment, the number
of people who lost their lives to
Covid has gone up to 375.

According to Nodal Officer
for Corona Dr Rishi Sahai, a
total of 5,675 people were test-

ed for Covid on Thursday.
The infection has been con-
firmed in 22 new people. The
relief is that the initial signs of
corona are not reflected in
most of the infected. A corona
sufferer suffering from other
diseases has died in a very seri-
ous condition. According to the
nodal officer, on the list of
infected on Thursday, the Chief

Accounts Officer of the NCR
Railway, a High Court employ-
ee and a teacher of the prima-
ry school. He said that the
number of active patients in the
district has also come to 543
after about six months.
Meanwhile, the Corona infect-
ed West Bengal Governor
Kesharinath Tripathi is in bet-
ter health than before. 

#3��������������	�:8�  ,
��������	
�
�����)���

4��6�+����4�������������
�������������������98*����$�������
������	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 0����

A.��	-�<�������
	
����������
����

&����������������	���������

"�����	���������������������������������������������������,-�:������$�����������1���������������������������������0����

+�	�/���	�$��������������
����

-5��������������������*�	�	��	3
86 ��������������	�����*),)'
�
��		��	 ���	�
�	���.22.+.'.�

Bharatiya Janata Party veteran leader and for-
mer Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi is in the

grip of coronavirus infection. Keshari Nath
Tripathi, who is undergoing treatment in
Prayagraj, has been referred to Sanjay Gandhi
PGI, Lucknow on Friday due to ill health.

Former West Bengal Governor Pandit
Keshari Nath Tripathi was tested for Coronavirus
infection two days ago. He was still in home iso-
lation since the report came positive. On Friday
morning, he was admitted to the Covid ward of
Swarooprani Nehru Hospital of Motilal Nehru
Medical College where doctors have referred
him to Sanjay Gandhi PGI, Lucknow after see-
ing his health. He was admitted to Sanjay Gandhi
PGI on Friday itself.

Earlier on Thursday, 15 people, including his

family members and the staff working at the res-
idence, underwent a coronavirus test after for-
mer Governor Pandit Keshari Nath Tripathi
became infected with the coronavirus. Some
people who came in contact with him at the hon-
our ceremony held at NCZCC on Wednesday
have become home quarantined, while many
guests have gone to Delhi and Lucknow. It is a
matter of relief that the primary report of the
people of Keshari Nath Tripathi’s family and all
the staff has come negative. Keshari Nath
Tripathi attended the annual session of Etawah
Hindi Seva Nidhi at NCZCC on Wednesday.
After this, his health worsened he was tested for
COVID-19, he was found to be Coronavirus
positive. On the second day, 15 people, includ-
ing his son, son-in-law, junior staff and people
working in the kitchen, tested for corona infec-
tion. 
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Union Minister of Railways
and Commerce and

Industry and Consumer Affairs
Piyush Goyal while giving
emotional farewell to 3,469
railway personnel retiring from
the entire Indian Railways on
December 31 via video link
from New Delhi extended New
Year greetings to them and
wished them a happy future. In
his address Piyush Goyal said
the future of Indian Railways
was very bright and secure. He
said due to dedication and
hard work of its personnel,
Indian Railways is developing
day by day which was con-
firmed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his address
at the inauguration of the
first phase of the dedicated
freight corridor. He said the
entire country is watching
the progress of Indian
Railways. “We have recorded
an expected growth in the
field of goods loading, which
has also increased the
income,” he said. Goyal said
that Indian Railways has a
huge contribution in the econ-
omy of the country. He said
the railway personnel have an
amazing ability to innovate
and make progress due to
which we are constantly see-
ing the Indian Railways mov-
ing forward. “We are changing
with times and our safety
record has also been the best
in the last few years”,  the min-
ister said. By completing all
the construction projects with
best quality within the time
limit, the railway personnel
are engaged in ensuring rail
movement without hindrance.
He said it is a result of our
progressive thinking that we
are growing rapidly in the
direction of achieving the
goal of pollution-free envi-
ronment. He said railwaymen
feel happy to do their work
and it’s result is the multi-
faceted development of Indian
Railways. Goyal suggested to
all the retiring railway per-

sonnel to remain active in
their future life and said the
doors of railways will always
remain open for them. Piyush
Goyal, while appreciating the
working of Vinod Kumar
Yadav, Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Railway
Board, New Delhi, who was
retiring on December 31, said
that working with him was a
very pleasant experience for
him. Yadav has made match-
less contribution in the devel-
opment of Indian Railways, he
said. As the General Manager
of South Central Railway
(SCR) too, he gave new direc-
tion to the working of the rail-
ways by doing many new
experiments. His positive atti-
tude as Railway Board
Chairman has been very com-
mendable and team motiva-
tion, strengthening of mutu-
al relations and always think-
ing about development of rail-
way have been his specialty,
Goyal said. Many important
works were completed during
his tenure, including the most
important task of changing
the set up of railways, he said.

On the other hand, in his
address Vinod Kumar Yadav
while wishing the retiring per-
sonnel a very happy New Year,
said that all of them have
served the people of the coun-
try through Railways. He appre-
ciated the remarkable contri-
bution of retiring railwaymen to
effectively meet the challenge
caused by Covid-19. Yadav said
that owing to the guidance of
the Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal and hard work of all rail-
way personnel they had suc-
ceeded in developing their
organisation rapidly. He said
that is was a clear indication
that we would be successful in
realising the vision of Prime
Minister to make Indian
Railways a world-class one. On
North Eastern Railway (NER)
headquarters one gazetted offi-
cer and 46 non-gazetted
employees retiring on Thursday
were honoured by being given
gold-plated medal, service cer-

tificate etc, CPRO PK Singh
said. During the programme
Chief Personnel Officer/IR
Sanjay Kumar, Deputy Chief
Personnel Officer
/Headquarters RP Chand and
Assistant Personnel Officer,
Headquarters Anirud Prasad
etc. were present. Social dis-
tancing and safety guidelines
were followed during the pro-
gramme.

NERPOA MEETING
ORGANISED: A meeting of
North Eastern Railway
Promotee Officers’ Association
(NERPOA) was organised on
Friday at its office here under
the presidentship of its presi-
dent, Krishna Singh,  its joint
secretary/Publicity, CP
Chauhan, said.  On December
31 Krishna Singh presented
memento to retired officer
Pramod K Singh, Assistant
Signal and Telecom Engineer,
and extended his best wishes
for his healthy and happy life.
Conducting the meeting, its
general secretary, Ramesh
Pandey, discussed the promo-
tion of officers and future plans
for their welfare.  Pandey
stressed on remaining cau-
tious in view of Covid infec-
tion, always sanitise their hands
for safety and protection, wear-
ing face masks and maintain-
ing physical distancing and
also make other officials aware
about it. In the meeting Deputy
Chief Personnel Officer and
Secretary, Indian Railways
Promotee Officers’ Federation
(IRPOF) RP Chand, joint sec-
retaries, Digambar Jha and
Sanjay Kumar Mishra, Finance
Secretary, Subhash Yadav,
besides RN Mishra, Munni Lal
Gupta, Ajay Rishi, Basant Lal, SK
Sagar, Ashish Joshi, Afzal
Ahmed, DK Saxena, SK
Kannaujia, MD Shukla, Amuday,
Aniruddh Kumar, Sunil Kumar
Singh,  KPS Saini, RC Prasad,
Anand Kumar, JP Gupta, VK
Singh, Satya Prakash, DC
Saxena, GS Pandey, JP Maurya,
SK Srivastava, Ashok Kumar
and CV Srivastava Kumar and
other officials were present.
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The first day of the year turned out to be a one
of joy for those who had lost their costly

mobile phone sets while travelling on train. They
thanked the GRP for it at Mirzapur railway sta-
tion on Friday. The GRP handed over 11
mobile phone sets worth about �2.50 lakh to
their owners. The lucky persons who received
their mobile sets were Kishor Ojha of Arrah
and Johra Hodo of Muzaffarpur, (both in
Bihar), Mukesh Maurya of Sonbhadra,
Shubham Tiwari of Bikna, Hemant of Akodhi,
Ashok Chaudhary of  Pahada, Tejdhari of
Vindhyachal and Harikesh of Fataha, (all in
Mirzapur), Naresh Vishwas of Bhilwara,
Rajasthan, Babloo of Ghaziabad and Abhimanyu
Yadav of Chandauli. About the recovery of the
mobile phone sets SHO Uday Shankar
Kushwaha said that constables Mithilesh Pandey
and Ravindra Kushwaha worked hard and
through surveillance succeeded in recovering
them and finding their owners. He appealed to
passengers to inform the GRP in case of any
mishappening and get help.

GANGA ‘MAHA AARTI’: On the occa-
sion of its fourth foundation day Vindhya
Heritage Foundation organised the Ganga
‘maha aarti’ at Pakka Ghat on Thursday.  A
‘bhajan sandhya’ was also organised on the
occasion. The programme started with soul-
ful rendition of Ganesh Vandana by renowned
singer Khushboo Tiwari. She was followed by
Amit Dubey and Mohan Swami. The tableau
dance presented by Bobby mesmerised the
audience.    After the cultural programme
Ganga ‘maha aarti’ was organised by a team
of Ramanand amidst the chanting of Vedic
shlokas by a team of Nitin Awasthi. Speaking on
the occasion DM Sushil Kumar Patel said it was
his good luck that he became DM of a district
which is very rich regarding Indian art and cul-
ture. He hoped that Vindhya Corridor would
pave the way to establish the place on the world
map of tourism. Chairman Nagar Palika

Parishad Manoj
Jaiswal praised the
team of ‘Ganga aarti’
which had continued
it since it started in the
year 2017. He said that
he was trying his best
to introduce a muse-
um in the city for
which building had
already been arranged.
The programme was
conducted by Vibhuti

Mishra and vote of thanks was proposed by pres-
ident of the organisation, Amresh Mishra. Among
those who worked hard for making the event a
success were Dr Rajesh Mishra, Sameer Verma,
Akash Dubey, Alok Mishra, Manish Rawat and
Nandini Mishra.

SEMINAR: On the direction of District
Judge Lal Chand Gupta a seminar was held
under the aegis of District Legal Services
Agency at civil court on Friday.   Addressing it
secretary Amit Yadav emphasised over education
and culture of children. He said it was the need
of the hour that we keep their education at top.
Underlining the importance of girls’ education he
said an educated one was capable of teaching three
generations so every parent should educate their
girl child without any discrimination. Prominent
who also spoke on the occasion were Suresh
Tripathi, Amanullah Ansari, Surendra Kumar
Dubey, Ashok Yadav along with Parwati Pandey
and Deepak Srivastava.

TWO KILLED: Two motorcyclists died
when an unidentified truck hit them in
Barenwaan village under Chunar police station
on Thursday.   Reports said the incident took
place when Suraj Uraanv (25) of Sahupuri under
the same police station in Chandauli was on the
Chunar-Varanasi highway along with Karan
Munda(14) of Chhapar village under Hindi police
station in Ranchi, Jharkhand. They died on the
spot. Police took the bodies of the deceased into
custody for completing the legal formalities. 

�;$$2��;1?21+	� $'��()#*�

The railway administration
for the convenience of pas-

sengers will run the following
special train. All coaches will be
reserved and passengers trav-
eling will have to follow the
Covid-19  prevention guide-
lines, CPRO PK Singh said.
The 02180 Agra Fort- Lucknow
Jn superfast intercity special
train will be run daily from
January 4 to March 31  (except
Saturday and Sunday). This
train will depart from Agra
Fort at 06.31 hrs, from Yamuna
Bridge at 06.43 hrs, Tundla at
07.22 hrs, Firozabad at 07.39
hrs, Shikohabad at 07.54 hrs,
Etawah at 08.26 hrs, Bharthana
at 08.42 hrs, Phaphund at 09.15
hrs, Jhinjhak at 09.30 hrs, Rura
at 09:45 hrs, from Pankidham
at 10.06 hrs, from Kanpur
Central at 10.50 hrs, from
Unnao at 11.20 hrs and reach
Lucknow at 12.25 hrs. The
02179 Lucknow Jn- Agra Fort
superfast intercity special train
will be run daily from January

4 to March 31 (except Saturday
and Sunday). The train will
depart from Lucknow Jn at
15.55 hrs, from Unnao at 16.47
hrs, from Kanpur Central at
17.25 hrs, from Pankidham at
17.44 hrs, from Rura at 18.05
hrs, from Jhinjhk at 18.19 hrs,
from Phaphund at 18.34 hrs,
from Bharthana at 19.00 hrs,
from Etawah at 19.20 hrs,
Shikohabad at 19:57 hrs,
Firozabad at 20.17 hrs, Tundla
at 20.50 hrs, Yamuna Bridge at
21.12 hrs and reach Agra Fort
at 21.49 hrs.  In this train a total
of 16 coaches, including three
of general second class, nine of
second class chair car, two of
AC chair car and two of
SLR/SLRD will be attached. 

STOPPAGE: The railway
administration has decided to
temporarily provide addition-
al stoppage to 01015/01016
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus-
Gorakhpur-Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus special express train
at Nepanagar station, CPRO
Pankaj Kumar Singh said.

From January 1 to 31 the

01015 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus-Gorakhpur special
express train departing from
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus will
reach Nepanagar at 09.19 hrs
and leave at 09.20 hrs. Similarly,
from January 3 to 31 the 01016
Gorakhpur-Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus special express train
will reach Nepanagar at 15.14
hrs and leave at 15.15 hrs. As
per another decision, the tem-
porary stoppage provided to
05120/05119 Manduadih-
Rameswaram-Manduadih
weekly special express at
Melmaruvathur has been
extended. The 05120
Manduvadih-Rameswaram
weekly special express train to
depart from Manduadih on
January 3, 10, 17 and 24 will
reach Melmaruvathur at 09.33
hrs and leave 09.35 hrs.
Similarly, 05119 Rameswaram-
Manduadih weekly special
express to depart from
Rameswaram will on January 6,
13, 20 and 27 arrive at
Melmaruvathur at 11.18 hrs
and leave at 11.20 hrs.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar, while inspecting the
huge cow shelter home, Brihad
Gau Ashray Sthal, at Jana vil-
lage in Sarsaul, directed the
Kanpur municipal commis-
sioner to ensure that all the
cows in this shelter were tagged
by the end of this month. 

He also directed him to set
up a separate short time hold-
ing area for about 100 cows for
tagging purpose in the next 15
days so that daily tagging could
be ensured effectively. 

The divisional commis-
sioner said tagging of all the
cows in the shelter was manda-
tory for better tracking and
individual care. 

He was informed that as on
date only 2,300 cows were
tagged. He said as nearly 1,200
cows were left out of the tag-
ging drive, the KNN should
ensure they all were tagged by

month end. 
He said cow protection

was one of the priorities of the
UP government, which had set
up several cow shelters at var-
ious places.

The divisional commis-
sioner said to asses the ground
realities and also to plan better
scheme, he had been asked by
the government to inspect all
the cow shelters. 

He was also informed that
the total number of unprotect-
ed cows stood at 13,000 and
that out of the total nearly 6,300
cattle had been secured and
taken care of at various cow
shelters in the city. 

He said as per records,
there were 60 per cent of cows
and rest were bulls and the cur-
rent number  of shed was
seven and each shed accom-
modated 300 cows and thus the
centre needed around four
sheds more to cater to the
needs of the cows. He directed
the municipal commissioner to
ensure the additional cow sheds

were set up within two months.
The divisional commis-

sioner said the ill and diseased
cattle need to be kept separately
for better care and treatment
and this should be done by the
end of this month. 

He said as there was no full
time veterinary doctor in the
Kanpur Nagar Nigam because
the post was lying vacant, the
municipal corporation was
dependent on the chief veteri-
nary officer for deputing a
veterinary officer on a routine
basis. 

He said the KNN needed at
least two full time veterinarians
for these cattle. The divisional
commissioner asked the
municipal commissioner to
send a request to the govern-
ment for the posting of regular
veterinary officer on deputa-
tion.  

He said till that time the
KNN could take help from
retired veterinarians on a nom-
inal remuneration for taking
care of these cattle. 

He also directed the
municipal commissioner to
plan one more huge cattle shel-
ter with the capacity of at least
5,000 cattle. He said as the
nagar nigam had around 30
acre of vacant land near Jana
Gau Ashrey Sthal, ten acres
could be used for sheds and
other amenities and the rest 20
acres could be used for grow-
ing fodder.  

He also directed him to
take up this project in the new
year and get it completed in
next one year. 

He was informed that the
KNN was spending more
money on care of cattle with
the budget. He said it needed
to recoup the money from
government. He said around Rs
5 crore was to be received
from the government. 

He also directed the
municipal commissioner to
send all details to the commis-
sionerate so that follow-up
action could be taken for the
budget.

�
��		��	 ���	�
�	����5. !%4

The Federation of Indian
Exports Organisation pres-

ident SK Saraf on Saturday said
the December exports moved
toward positive territory as
the New Year brought a ray of
hope and optimism with effec-
tive vaccines expected to revive
life and global economy. 

Addressing press persons,
Saraf said the monthly exports
reflected positivity as major
export products showed signs
of further revival as expected.  

He said the marginal
decline of just 0.8 per cent with
US $26.89 billion of exports
showed signs of revival as
order booking position had
continuously improved and
more new orders were in the
offing. 

The FIEO chief reiterated
that the New Year had brought
a ray of hope and optimism for
all from the worst of COVID-
19 and effective vaccines were
expected to bring both life
and economy back on growth
trajectory with a v-shaped

recovery in world trade. 
He said the December

exports also signalled that the
traditional and labour-intensive
sectors of exports had passed
the most challenging and test-
ing times as both Christmas
and New Year season sales
had shown positive trends with
further improvement in com-
ing months.  

He said that going ahead by
this trend, it was expected  that
the inventories would be liq-
uidated, adding further to the
overall demand.

Saraf said that the exports
of other cereals along with oil
meals, iron-ore, cereal prepa-
rations and miscellaneous
processed items, jute manu-
facturing, including floor cov-
ering, handicrafts, hand-made
carpet, carpet, ceramic prod-
ucts and glassware, drugs and
pharmaceuticals, spices, elec-
tronic goods, fruits and veg-
etables, organic and inorganic
chemicals, cotton yarn/fab-
rics/made-ups, handloom
products etc., rice, meat, dairy
and poultry products, gems

and jewellery, mica, coal and
other ores, minerals including
process, tea and engineering
goods showed either a very
high or impressive growth or
were in positive territory, show-
ing signs of further revival. 

He said reduction in
exports of major products,
including petroleum products,
oil seeds, leather and leather
manufactures, coffee, RMG of
all textiles, man-made
yarn/fabrics/made-ups etc.,
marine products, cashew, plas-
tic and linoleum and tobacco
which were major constituents
in India’s export basket and
related to labour-intensive sec-
tor of exports, had also been of
key concern during the month.  

He added that increase in
imports during December 2020
by 7.6 per cent to US$ 42.60 bil-
lion compared to the same
period during the previous fis-
cal led to a trade deficit of US$
15.71 billion with a substantial
increase of 25.88 percent dur-
ing the month.  

Saraf said the operational-
isation of the new RoDTEP

effective from January 1, 2021
would remove uncertainty
from the minds of the trade
and industry and being WTO
compatible, the same would
provide complete rebating of
Indian exports by refunding the
taxes including embedded
taxes, not rebated through any
other mechanism. 

He urged the government
to address some of the key
issues including adequate avail-
ability of containers, softening
of freight charges, release of the
required MEIS benefits and
clarity on SEIS benefits, resolv-
ing risky exporters issues, and
introduction of NIRVIK
Scheme.

He said there was a long-
pending demand for the cre-
ation of an export development
fund for marketing of Brand
India products and various
other infrastructure bottle-
necks with regard to customs
and port clearances, which
would further help in giving
boost to exports not only in
financial year 2020-21 but also
for the upcoming new fiscal. 
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Four persons of a family
were killed when a speeding

dumper knocked down their
scooty in Chiruhali village on
Kanpur-Delhi highway under
Auraiya Kotwali police station
early Saturday morning. They
were returning from their sis-
ter’s house after attending the
New Year celebrations.
According to reports, Raj
Gautam (23) of Bhikhampur
Dayalpur, Auraiya, was
employed in a private compa-
ny in Vadodara (Gujarat). He
had arrived here on December
25 and planned to celebrate
New Year at the house of his
sister in Babarpur village. As
per plan, he along with his sis-
ter Priti (20), cousins Vijay (10)
and Chhaya (12) had gone to
Babarpur on scooty on
December 31. When they were
returning home on Saturday
and reached Chiruhali over-
bridge around 11 am, a speed-
ing dumper hit their scooty
from behind. All the four fell
apart on the road and sustained
serious injuries. The police
took all the injured to the dis-
trict hospital where the doctor
pronounced them dead. Police
have impounded the dumper
and taken its driver into cus-
tody. 
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The Babupurwa police

arrested a criminal carrying a
cash reward of � .25,000
involved in anti-CAA/NRC
protest and sent him to jail on
Saturday. Police have already
arrested several others involved
in the protest in the past. 

It may be recalled that
during the anti-CAA/NRC
protests, hundreds of people
had staged a massive agitation
in Babupurwa police station
area and indulged in violence
and arson causing loss to prop-
erty worth lakhs of rupees.
During the violence, they had
attempted to attack a police
party and incite a riot. In the
incident, Babupurwa police
had lodged FIR against over
500 persons. After a high-level
probe, police have so far arrest-
ed 25 persons. Station House
Officer Janardan Pratap Singh
said the wanted criminal,
Mohammad Ali alias Raju
Kaprewala of Ajitganj, was
arrested on Saturday and he
was carrying a cash reward of
� 25,000. He said three more
wanted criminals named in
the FIR and carrying cash
rewards were yet to be arrest-
ed. He said nine other wanted
criminals would also be arrest-
ed.
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Chief  Medical Officer Dr
Anil K Mishra said 31

more people tested positive of
coronavirus infection in
Kanpur Nagar during the past
24 hours. 

With this, the tally of con-
firmed coronavirus infections
detected in the city reached
32,345 on Saturday evening.

The CMO said 10 COVID-
19 patients were discharged. He
said no COVID-19 death
reported in the city during the
past 24 hours.

Dr Mishra said 481 active
cases were undergoing treat-
ment in the city at present. He
said 3344 samples were taken
in the city on Saturday for test-
ing.

KANPUR (PNS): The Kisan
Kamgar Sammelan has
demanded a relief package for
guava farmers, saying that they
have suffered massive losses
this winter season.

In a representation to UP
Governor Anandiben Patel,
the Kisan Kamgar Sammelan
(KKS) has urged her to use her
good offices to ensure quick
relief to the guava farmers
who have suffered huge losses
this winter season. 

It said when the UP gov-
ernment was concerned about
the plight of the state farmers
then it should ensure that it
provided immediate relief to
the guava growers of 35 villages
of Kanpur.

KKS state president  KK

Shukla said the region of
Kanpur and Bithoor and its
surrounding areas were famous
of its special variety of guava
but this year the yield had been
negligible as it had been affect-
ed by blight and pests which
resulted in massive losses to the
guava growers. 

He said the farmers were in
fact forced to purchase seeds
from the MNCs (multi-nation-
al companies) and then the
massive farm inputs, which
were mainly taken by the farm-
ers from the local moneylen-
ders, had proved to be a bane
to the guava growers.

He said although the yield
of this region was always good,
this year on account of some
disease, the yield of guava was

hardly 23 per cent, that too
deformed yield, which had
failed to fetch the farmers even
the input cost. 

He said every year the
farmers took loans from local
moneylenders on high rate of
interest and were able to repay
once they got a bumper crop
but this year they had suffered
massive losses and thus the UP
government must provide
them financial aid to tide over
this crisis. 

Shukla said the prominent
guava production villages
mainly affected were
Shivdeenpurwa, Khyura Katri,
Hindupur, Dharampur,
Pratappur, Hari, Laxmikheda,
Mangalpurwa, Devnipura,
Bada Mangalpur, Gillipurwa,

Baniapurwa, Ishwariganj,
Ramael, Khushhalganj, Chiran,
Tisjha, Dharamkheda,
Darshanpurwa and two dozen
villages falling under Unnao as
well. He said this had led to
poor production of guava this
season and the blight-affected
crop had no takers. He said in
such a situation the guava
farmers were unable to repay
their loans and interest and
were looking up to the state
government to come up with a
special package for them at the
earliest.  

Prominent among those
who took part in the meeting
on Thursday were Somendra
Sharma, Anil Sonkar, Anurag
Mishra, Suresh Gupta, Mintu
Yadav and Sipahilal.
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KANPUR (PNS): Chief
Medical Officer Dr AK Mishra
said that the private hospital
registration and renewal had
been made online with imme-
diate effect and this would
bring in more transparency in
the working of these hospitals.
He said earlier the officials of
nursing homes and private
hospitals had to visit the CMO
office for registration or renew-
al of licence which not only
wasted a lot of time but there
was a lot of opacity in the new
registration and renewal
process. He said now docu-
ments and everything had to be
uploaded directly and the spe-
cial extension under COVID-
19 had come to an end on
December 31, 2020. 
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India has become the first
country to successfully cul-

ture the new viral strain orig-
inating from the UK even as
more cases of the new Covid-
19 variant, which is more
infectious, are trickling in.

Within five days of tracing
first case of the new coron-
avirus variant, India has now
29 people infected with the dis-
ease even as the ICMR on
Saturday said it has successfully
isolated and cultured the new
strain on the horizon.

The UK Government had
recently announced that the
newly identified strain of the
virus found in their population
is up to 70 percent more trans-
missible, following which India
sprung into action.

The country put in place a
pro-active and preventive strat-
egy to detect and contain the
variant. So far, the new variant
has been detected in 29 UK
returnees through genome
sequencing.

“India successfully cul-
tures the new viral strain on
the horizon (UK variant of
SARS-COV-2). UK-variant of
the virus, with all signature
changes, is now successfully
isolated and cultured at the
National Institute of Virology
from the clinical specimens
collected from UK-returnees,”
the apex research council
tweeted.

Notably, no country has
yet reported successful isola-
tion and culture of the UK-
variant of SARS-CoV-2. In
India, Vero cell lines were

used by the scientists of ICMR-
NIV to culture the UK-variant
of the virus.

The new UK Variant has
already been reported by
Denmark, Netherlands,
Australia, Italy, Sweden,
France, Spain, Switzerland,
Germany, Canada, Japan,
Lebanon, and Singapore.

From November 25 to
December 23 midnight, about
33,000 passengers had disem-
barked at various Indian air-
ports from the UK. All these
passengers are being tracked
and subjected by States and
UTs to RT-PCR tests to track
down the mutant coronavirus
strain.

Those found infected with
the new variants are being
kept in isolated for treatment
as per their need.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday urged the

students of Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs) to work
towards turning local into glob-
al and to come up with ways to
this end. Laying the foundation
stone of the permanent campus
of IIM Sambalpur, Modi said
that the talent pool of IIMs
could help in turning India
‘atmanirbhar’.

“To turn local into global,
students of IIM need to come
up with new ways. The coun-
try had 13 IIMs in 2014. Now
it has 20 IIMs. This huge talent
pool will help the vision for a
self-reliant India,” Modi said
after laying the foundation
stone for IIM-Sambalpur in
Odisha.

Modi also asked the stu-
dent to research the way Covid
crisis was handled in India
with innovation and collabo-
ration at such a big scale. He
asked them to study how
capacity and capability was
expanded in such a short time.
He expressed happiness that
the country is coming out of
the short-term approach of
problem solving and how the
focus now is on long term solu-
tions.

“It is our responsibility to
get ‘brand India’ global recog-
nition. Those who will be part
of this institution need to
encourage development and
focus on inclusivity of all,”
Modi added.

“This decade will be devot-
ed to the development of new
multinational corporations in
India. Today’s startups are
tomorrow’s MNCs. These are
largely growing in Tier 2 and
Tier 3 cities. These startups
need able managers and those
passing out of these institutions
will lead the way” Modi said.

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, Governor
Ganeshi Lal and Union min-

isters Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank, Dharmendra
Pradhan and Pratap Chandra
Sarangi also graced the occa-
sion.

“Education in Odisha is
witnessing a rapid transition. I
am happy that our state con-
tinues its dominance in edu-
cation sector and has emerged
as the education hub of Eastern
India,” said Patnaik at the vir-
tual event. 

Earlier the Prime Minister
said that the permanent cam-
pus of the IIM Sambalpur will
not only showcase the culture
and resources of Odisha but
will also give Odisha a global
recognition in the field of
management. 

The Prime Minister talked
about the new management
challenges in the light of new
technologies like additive
printing, changing production
techniques, logistics, and sup-
ply chain management. 

These technologies cou-
pled with digital connectivity,
and work from anywhere con-
cept have turned the world into
a global village. India has
undertaken rapid reforms in
recent months and has tried
not only to keep pace with the
changes but also tried to antic-
ipate and surpass them, Modi
added.

The Prime Minister said
that the changing work styles
are impacting demands on
management skills and top-
down or top-heavy manage-
ment skills are being replaced
by collaborative, innovative
and transformative manage-
ment. With bots and algo-
rithms in picture, technologi-
cal management is equally
important as human manage-
ment.
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Senior Congress leader and
former Union Minister Buta

Singh died at Delhi’s AIIMS
early on Saturday morning.
He was 86 years old. He was in
coma since October last year
after he suffered a brain haem-
orrhage.

President Ram Nath
Kovind and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led the coun-
try in offering condolences to
Singh, who was a member of
the Shiromani Akali Dal before
joining the Congress in the
1960s.

His demise was
announced by his son
Arvinder Singh Lovely Sidhu
on Facebook. “My father, Buta
Singh, passed away today
morning. May Waheguru bless
his soul,” read the post in
Hindi.

Kovind said: “In the pass-
ing of Shri Buta Singh, the
country has lost one of the
longest serving parliamentar-
ians with rich administrative
experience. He championed
the cause of the oppressed
and marginalized.
Condolences to his family and
supporters.” 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi described him as an
“experienced administrator”,
and Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said he was a loyal
leader who devoted himself for
the service of the country.

“Shri Buta Singh Ji was an
experienced administrator and
effective voice for the welfare
of the poor as well as down-
trodden. Saddened by his pass-
ing away. My condolences to
his family and supporters,”
PM Modi tweeted.

Tributes also poured in
from Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, Chief
Ministers Ashok Gehlot and
Amarinder Singh besides
many others including Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

“The country has lost a
true public servant and a loyal
leader with the death of Sardar

Buta Singh Ji. He devoted his
entire life to service of the
country and people’s well-
being. For this, he will always
be remembered. My condo-
lences to his family members
during this difficult time,”
Rahul  tweeted.

Born in 1934 in Punjab’s
Jalandhar, Buta Singh joined
the Congress under Jawaharlal
Nehru’s leadership and was
close to Indira Gandhi and
Rajiv Gandhi, both.

Singh was first elected to
the Parliament in 1962. Over
the years, he served as the
Home Minister in the Rajiv
Gandhi government from 1986
to 1989, National President of
Scheduled Caste Commission,
governor for West Bengal and
Bihar, and Union minister for
Agriculture, Railways,
Commerce and Sports, among
other departments.

Singh’s last political assign-
ment was a two-year term as
the Governor of Bihar in 2004,
after which he only held organ-
isational posts within the
Congress.

Sad to learn about the
demise of former Union min-
ister, senior Congress leader
and former MP from
Rajasthan, Shri Buta Singh ji.
My heartfelt condolences to his
family members in this diffi-
cult time, may God give them
strength to bear this loss. May
his soul rest in peace,”
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot wrote about the
former four-time MP from
State’s Jalore.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation on Saturday

conducted searches against
Delhi-based Shakti Bhog
Foods Ltd for allegedly cheat-
ing a consortium of banks, led
by the State Bank of India
(SBI), to the tune of �3,269.42
crore.

The searches followed the
registration of a case under
various Indian Penal Code
Sections relating to criminal
conspiracy, forgery of valuable
security, forgery for cheating,
using forged documents as
genuine and relevant provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act for falsifica-
tion of accounts. The agency
registered the case on
Thursday on a complaint from
SBI against the private com-
pany (borrower company)
based at Delhi and others
including its MD/Guarantor;
Directors and unknown pub-
lic servants/others for causing
an alleged loss of �3,269.42
crore to the SBI and other con-
sortium member banks.

“It was alleged in the com-
plaint that the said accused
had cheated the State Bank of
India led consortium banks by
ways of criminal conspiracy,
cheating, forgery of valuable
security, forgery for the pur-
pose of cheating, using forged
documents as genuine etc.,”
the agency said in a statement.   

Searches were conducted
at eight locations in Delhi at
the official and residential
premises of the borrower
company/other accused,
which led to recovery of
incriminating documents, it
added.

Besides Shakti Bhog Foods
Ltd., others named in the FIR
are promoters/directors Kewal
Krishan Kumar, Siddarth
Kumar, Sunanda Kumar,
unknown public servants and
unknown others.
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Soon, persons below 21 years
of age would not be able to

sell or buy cigarettes and other
tobacco products as a bill to
raise the age bar from the cur-
rent 18 years is in the offing.

Sources in the Union
Health Ministry said that the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products (Prohibition of
Advertisement and Regulation
of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply and
Distribution) Amendment Act,
2020 has been drafted in this
regard to be put up for seeking
comments and objections from
the stakeholders.

The provision for raising
the age limit to 21 years is part
of the new Bill being piloted by
the Union Health Ministry.
The bill seeks to amend further
the Cigarettes and other
Tobacco Products (Prohibition
of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production,
Supply and Distribution) Act,
2003.

Under the amendments
proposed in the bill, “No per-
son shall sell, offer for sale, or
permit sale of, cigarette or any
other tobacco product - (a) to
or by any person who is under
twenty-one years of age, and in
an area within a radius of one
hundred meters of any educa-
tional institution.”

Section 7 is being amend-
ed to say, “Provided that the
trade and commerce in ciga-

rettes or any other tobacco
product shall be in sealed,
intact and original packag-
ing.”

It also adds a provision,
“No person shall, directly or
indirectly, produce, supply or
distribute cigarettes or any
other tobacco products unless
every package of cigarettes or
any other tobacco products
produced, supplied or distrib-
uted by him is having mini-
mum quantity as may be pre-
scribed.”

Contravention of this
Section 7 will lead to impris-
onment of two years or fine
going up to �1 lakh and second
conviction leading to prison
for 5 years or fine going up to
�5 lakh.

The Bill also has a provi-
sion for coming down on man-
ufacture and sale of illicit cig-
arettes and tobacco products.

Sale of illicit products will
lead to punishment of impris-
onment of 1 year and a fine of
� 50,000 and a second convic-
tion of imprisonment of 2
years and �1 lakh, said a senior
official from the Ministry
about the draft Bill.

The fine on manufacture
of illicit cigarettes is impris-
onment of 2 years and fine of
Rs 1 lakh. The penalty for
smoking at restricted areas is
being increased from �200 to
�2,000.

The amendment on adver-
tising says, “No person shall
directly or indirectly advertise
cigarettes or any other tobac-
co products through any medi-
um and no person shall take
part in any advertisement that
directly or indirectly promotes
the use or consumption of
cigarettes or any other tobac-
co products,” as per the official.
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Pointing that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has scored

the ‘highest rating’ (55 per
cent ) in a survey conducted by
a US data firm, Union Minister
and senior BJP leader Prakash
Javedkar claimed on Saturday
that it was a vote for Modi’s
“farsighted leadership”.

While complimenting the
Prime Minister for an
“increase” in his popularity
within the country and outside,
Javadekar hoped that the farm-
ers’ agitation will be resolved by
January 4 and “all will return
home..we are hopeful”. He was
addressing a press conference.

The minister said Modi
leads by 29 percent from the
leader (Mexican President)
placed in the second position
by the survey. “In six years,
Modi’s popularity has not
diminished..It is increasing..
normally it doesn’t happen so”,
he said.

BJP president JP Nadda

also cited Modi’s approval rat-
ing among world leaders in the
survey saying  this is a testi-
mony to his able leadership and
a matter of pride for all Indians.

American firm Morning
Consult, which regularly tracks
approval ratings of world lead-
ers, said over 75 per cent peo-
ple approve of Modi while 20
per cent disapprove, putting his
net approval rating at 55 per
cent.

This is higher than any
other world leader the firm
tracks. Referring to the survey,
Nadda tweeted that Modi has
yet again emerged as the most
popular head of government
for his efficient handling of var-
ious issues and management of
the COVID-19 crisis.

“PM @narendramodi ji’s
popularity not only rises
unabated across all demo-
graphic groups & geographic
regions of the country and he
also gets a thumbs up globally
for his dedication to his coun-
try. PM Modi ranks Number 1
among all global leaders in this
(these) challenging times,” he
said.

Ever since the Modi-led
government came to power,
people’s trust in the govern-
ment and the faith that the
nation is progressing in the
right direction have risen dras-
tically, he added.

“This rating is testimony of
his able leadership and hard
work and is a thing of pride for
all Indians,” Nadda said.
According to Morning
Consult’s survey, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
approval rating was 24 per
cent while it was in the nega-
tive for UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson as more people
disapprove of his work than
those who approve. 

&����������������-���.�
>��������������������.

'(�����
�� �(�
)��������	
���
*��
!���������

���
 ���� ������
�������
 ���

������

��
��  1/��12+)

APIL seeking a direction to
the Centre and States to

publish draft legislations
prominently on Government
websites and in the public
domain at least 60 days before
they are introduced in
Parliament and State
Assemblies has been filed in the
Supreme Court.

The plea filed by BJP leader
and advocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay has also sought a
direction to the Centre to
ensure that all the draft and
final legislations are put in the
public domain in all regional
languages.

“In today’s democratic
process, with the advent of
advanced media and technol-
ogy, it is no longer appropriate
for Governments, both Central
and State, to suddenly pass laws
overnight with scarcely any
legislative debate and no wider
consultation at all, the plea,
filed through advocate
Ashwani Kumar Dubey, said.

Protests against the farm
reforms show how the message
of a law is lost in the legal jar-
gon and the consequences of
lack of such a discussion prior
to the bills being tabled in the
legislature, it said.

The petition said any draft
legislation, except those relat-
ed to national security, must be
published on government web-
sites at least 60 days before they
are introduced in Parliament or
state legislature.

As far as central laws are
concerned, it said, the pro-
posed legislations should be
translated into regional lan-
guages and published online at
least 60 days prior to their
introduction in Parliament so
that citizens have a complete
Referring to the protests
against the new farm laws, the
PIL stated 

that farmers have been
misguided by politicians as
the draft laws were not pub-
lished for wide consultation
and feedback before being
introduced in Parliament.

This has led to a lot of mis-
information and protest
among the farmers and people
with vested interests are using
this chaos to advance their
cause, using the farmers as a
front, it said.
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Chief of Defence Staff Gen
Bipin Rawat on Saturday

visited several frontline air
bases in forward areas near
the Line of Actual Control in
Arunachal Pradesh and
undertook a detailed review of
India’s overall military pre-
paredness in the region amid
the nearly eight-month-long
Sino-India standoff in eastern
Ladakh. 

Official sources said Gen
Rawat interacted with per-
sonnel of the Special Frontier
Force (SFF), the Army and
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) deployed in the “for-
ward most” posts in Dibang
valley and Lohit sector of
Arunachal Pradesh and com-
plimented them for main-
taining effective surveillance
and operational readiness in
the region. 

“Nothing can deter the
Indian Armed Forces from
remaining steadfast in their
call for duty,” a source quoted
the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) as saying during one of
the interactions.

The sources said Gen
Rawat will visit several other
key bases in Arunachal
Pradesh on Sunday as well to
gain first-hand experience of
the security scenario. 
Most of the forward loca-
tions along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) are currently
under the grip severe cold-
wave with temperatures drop-
ping to sub-zero level.

The Army and the Indian

Air Force (IAF) have signifi-
cantly bolstered their combat
readiness in all the key for-
mations along the LAC
including in Arunachal
Pradesh and Sikkim in view of
the border standoff with
China in eastern Ladakh. 

In November, Chief of
Army Staff  Gen MM
Naravane paid a three-day
visit to various formations
under the Army’s Eastern
Command and reviewed their
overall operational prepared-
ness. The Kolkata-headquar-
tered Eastern Command is
responsible for guarding the
LAC in Arunachal Pradesh as
well as the Sikkim sectors.

The sources said the CDS
complimented the soldiers for
the innovative measures
adopted to maintain effective
surveillance and enhanced
operational readiness.

He said only Indian sol-
diers could remain vigilant
under such “challenging situ-
ations” and ever willing to go
well beyond the call of duty to
safeguard the borders, accord-
ing to the sources.

On Friday, Gen Rawat
completed one year as India’s
first CDS, a post which was
created to bring in conver-
gence in functioning of the
Army, the Navy and the

Indian Air Force in dealing
with national security chal-
lenges.

A key mandate of the
CDS was also to facilitate
restructuring of military com-
mands for optimal utilisation
of resources by bringing about
jointness in operations,
including through establish-
ment of theatre commands.

In the last one year, Gen
Rawat along with the top
brass of the three services
carried out ground work to
establish an air defence com-
mand and a Peninsula com-
mand initially. The IAF will
helm the air defence com-
mand and all-long range mis-
siles as well as air defence
assets will come under it.

The CDS has been part of
the top military brass framing
strategies to enhance India’s
military prowess in view of the
eastern Ladakh row. 

Nearly 50,000 troops of
the Indian Army are deployed
in a high state of combat
readiness in various moun-
tainous locations in eastern
Ladakh as multiple rounds of
talks between the two sides
have not yielded concrete 
outcome to resolve the stand-
off.

China has also deployed
an equal number of troops,
according to officials.

The eighth and last round
of military talks had taken
place on November 6 during
which both sides broadly dis-
cussed disengagement of
troops from specific friction
points. 
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The Congress on Saturday
urged the Government to

abandon its “obstinate atti-
tude” and agree to the demands
of the farmers protesting the
new farm laws amid cold
weather conditions.

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said
reports of deaths of farmers
while protesting at the Delhi
border amid harsh winter con-
ditions are “disturbing”.

“According to media
reports, 57 farmers have lost

their lives while scores are
unwell. The government is
showing gross insensitivity by
not acceding to the demands of
the protesting farmers,” said the
Congress general secretary and
its Uttar Pradesh in-charge.

Reacting to a media report
that a protesting farmer had
reportedly committed suicide,
Congress’ chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said in a
tweet, “After Sant Baba Ram
Singh from Karnal (Haryana)
and Amarjeet Singh from
Fazlika (Punjab), the news of
Kashmir Singh from Bilaspur

(Uttarakhand) sacrificing life in
the farmers’ movement is very
distressing.”

“The ruthless government
should abandon its obstinate
attitude and withdraw the three
black laws immediately,”
Surjewala said in the tweet in
Hindi.

Senior Congress leader and
former Union minister P
Chidambaram saluted the res-
oluteness of the farmers.”The
Government must relent and
agree to keep the farm laws in
abeyance pending its repeal.
Any new law must take into

account the needs and desires
of the farming community,” he
tweeted.

After the sixth round of
formal negotiations on
Wednesday, the government
and farm unions reached some
common ground to resolve
protesting farmers’ concerns
over rise in power tariff and
penalties for stubble burning,
but the two sides remained
deadlocked over the main con-
tentious issues of the repeal of
three farm laws and a legal
guarantee for minimum sup-
port price (MSP).
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Delhi Metro’s journey may
have been halted for over

five months due to the COVID-
19 pandemic in the year gone
by, but the urban transporter is
zooming into 2021 riding on
next-generation driverless
trains, while accomplishing a
major technological feat for the
country.

The first case of novel coro-
navirus in Delhi was reported
on March 1 and soon the daily
cases began to multiply and
number of containment zones
grew rapidly. Flight ser-
vices were soon suspended to
check the spread of the virus.

Metro services in Delhi-
NCR were stopped on March 22
to contain the spread of the pan-
demic and the ensuing nation-
wide lockdown from March 25
meant the services remained
suspended in that period.

The raging virus that has
claimed over 10,000 lives in the
national capital in 2020 alone,
wreaked havoc in June when the
city witnessed the first major
wave of the pandemic, followed
by two more lethal waves in
mid-September and November.

Following guidelines issued
by the Ministry of Home
Affairs, the Delhi Metro
resumed operations in a grad-
ed manner on September 7,
after a hiatus of 169 days, even
as both the DMRC and com-
muters trod with caution amid
the new normal in the rapid
transport system.
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Covid-19 vaccines do not
belong to any political

party, but humanity, National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah said on Saturday,
hours after Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav termed
coronavirus vaccines to be
rolled out in the country as
“vaccine of the BJP”.

Taking to Twitter, the for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister said, “I don’t know
about anyone else but when my
turn comes I’ll happily roll up
my sleeve & get a Covid vac-
cine.”

The more people get vac-
cinated, the better it will be for
the country and the economy,
the National Conference (NC)
vice president said.

“No vaccine belongs to
any political party, they belong
to humanity & the sooner we
get vulnerable people vacci-
nated the better,” he tweeted.

While talking to reporters
in Lucknow, Yadav, said, “How
can I trust the vaccine, which
will be used for vaccination by
the BJP? We cannot get vacci-
nated by the BJP’s vaccine.”

On Saturday, an expert
panel of India’s central drug
authority recommended grant-

ing permission for restricted
emergency use of the indige-
nously developed Covid-19
vaccine Covaxin with certain
conditions, a day after giving
similar directions for the
Oxford Covid-19 vaccine.

The Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) on COVID-
19 of the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO) had on Friday rec-
ommended granting permis-
sion for restricted emergency
use of Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine 

Covishield, being manu-
factured by the Serum Institute
of India.

The NC leader also tweet-
ed that this “virus has been far
too disruptive & if a vaccine
helps bring about a semblance
of normalcy after all the chaos
then sign me up.”
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Four persons who recently
returned to Gujarat from

the United Kingdom (UK)
have tested positive for the new
strain of coronavirus, a top
State health department official
said on Saturday.

Results of the 15 samples
that had tested positive for
coronavirus on arrival in
Ahmedabad from the UK are
currently pending with the
National Institute of Virology
(NIV) in Pune, the official
added.

“All the passengers who
had reached Ahmedabad from
the UK were screened, and the
samples of those who had test-
ed positive for coronavirus
were sent to the NIV. We have
received intimation that the UK
strain of coronavirus has been
detected in four such cases,”
Principal Secretary (Health),
Jayanti Ravi told reporters.

Ravi said all the four
patients have been kept in
“special isolators” at the SVP
Hospital in Ahmedabad as per
the Centre’s guidelines.

“Results of the 15 samples
tested positive for coronavirus
on arrival in Ahmedabad are
pending with the NIV,” she
added.

Ravi further said,
“Passengers sitting in flights in
three rows ahead and three
rows behind of the passengers
who have tested positive for
coronavirus have been identi-
fied through contact tracing
and are kept under observation
and isolated. Health teams are
following up with screening of
these passengers on a regular
basis”.

She said the infectivity of
the UK coronavirus mutant is
much higher though there is no
evidence regarding its viru-
lence.

Responding to a query,
Ravi said the treatment proto-
col for the patients detected
with the new coronavirus strain
and other positive patients is
similar.

“Contacts of all UK
returnees who have been kept
in isolation are being tested
through RT-PCR test after a
gap of one week,” she said.

The state health depart-
ment had last week said that 12
out of1,720  passengers who
arrived in Gujarat from
theUKand other European
countries  between November
25 and December 23, tested
positive for coronavirus.

Samples of these patients -
-11 of whom tested positive for
the virus  between December
9 and 23 -- were sent to the
NIV Pune and Gujarat
Biological Research Centre in
Gandhinagar for genome map-
ping to determine  whether
they were carrying the mutat-
ed variant, the department had
said.

India suspended flights to
and from the UK from
December 23 in view  of the
rapid spread of the new viral
strain, that was first detected
there in September. PTI
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Bengaluru: One primary con-
tact of a UK returnee was
among 10 people who tested
positive for the new strain of
Covid and all of them are
undergoing treatment,
Karnataka Health Minister K
Sudhakar said here on Saturday.

“Ten people have so far
been confirmed with the new
variant of coronavirus infec-
tion... Nine of them are returnees
from the U.K., while one is a con-
tact, the mother of one them. All
of them are undergoing treat-
ment and are without any seri-
ous health condition. They will
recover soon,” he said.

The Minister told reporters
here that so far 32 people who
returned from UK and 10 of
their contacts — a total of 42-
have been confirmed with
Covid-19 infection during RT-
PCR test. PTI
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In a further dip in the Covid-
19 infections and fatalities,

Maharashtra on Saturday logged
3,218 new infected cases, while
51 deaths were reported from
different parts of the State. A day
after the state recorded 3,524
infections and 59 deaths, the
infections dropped to 306 cases,
while the daily death tally went
down by eight.

With 3,218 fresh infec-
tions, the total number of
infected cases climbed from
19,35,636 to 19,38,854.
Similarly, with 51 new deaths,
the Covid-19 toll in the state
rose from 49,580 to 49,631.

As 2,110 patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
this year went up to 18,34,935.
The recovery rate in the state

dropped marginally from 94.69
per cent to 94.64 per cent.

With 7 new deaths, the
total number of deaths went up
from 11,125 to 11,132, while
the infected cases rose by 593
to trigger a jump in the total
infections from 2,94,067 to
2,94,660. Meanwhile, the num-
ber of “active cases” total cases
in the state rose from 52,084 to
53,137  The fatality rate in the
state stood at 2.56 per cent.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,73,219 to
3,73,727 while the total num-
ber of deaths in Pune stood sta-
tic at 7767. 

Thane district remained
in the third spot — after Pune
and Mumbai — after the total
number of infections rose from
2,54,875 to 2,55,248, while the
total deaths climbed from 5,586
to 5,590.
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Having taken cognisance of
Shiv Sena MP Priyanka

Chaturvedi’s appeal seeking
intervention to rescue and
evacuate 39 sailors stranded in
China since July, the Ministry
of External Affairs has taken up
the matter to China’s Vice
Foreign Minister and sought
Beijing’s assistance for evacua-
tion of the stranded sailors.

“On December 31, I had
appealed via a letter to External
Aflairs Minister S Jaishankar ji,
requesting him to intervene in
prioritizing the rescue and
evacuation of 39 of our sailors
stranded since July in China,”
Priyanka said here on Saturday.

According to Chaturvedi,
the two ships -MV Anastasia
and the Indian bulk carrier Jag
Anand — were refused per-
mission by the Chinese author-
ities to offload their cargo nor
did they allow other sailors to be

sent in so as to relieve the crew.
The Anastasia has been

docked at China’s Bohai Sea and
Jag Anand anchored at the
Chinese port of Jingtang.  “lt has
been widely reported that on
board, the merchant ship the
Anastasia, four crew members
are on suicide watch. Many of the
crew members have developed
skin infections due to contami-
nated water supply. There is no
medical help,” Priyanka said.

“The families of the sailors,
many of whom are based in
Maharashtra, have been run-
ning from pillar to post with no
help in sight. Hence I had
appealed to GoI through our
Hon. Minister to ensure that we
give this issue the importance
it deserved,” the Sena MP said.

“It was heartening to note
that Gol has taken cognizance
of the matter and Indian
Ambassador has personally
taken up this issue with China’s
Vice Foreign Minister. The

MEA has also conveyed to the
Chinese that assistance should
be provided in an urgent, prac-
tical and time-bound mamer
siven the humanitarian situa-
tion developing on board these
ships,” Priyanka said.

The Sena MP, however,
said that the Chinese authori-
ties continued to maintain that
“the crew change isn’t being
permitted from these ports due
to Covid related restrictions”.
“This is an untenable situation
and has to be pursued diligently
till a solution is found,” she said.

Priyanka also thanked the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) for tak-
ing suo moto cognizance of the
issue and for pursuing this with
MEA Secretary and Director
General Shipping, Ministry of
Ports and Waterways. “I will
continue to pursue this with the
relevant authorities till our
sailors are brought back home,”
the Sena MP added.
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The Mumbai Zonal Unit of
Narcotics Control Bureau

(NCB) on Saturday claims to
have busted an inter-state drug
network, by seizing 1.134 kilo-
grams of party drugs and
arresting four drug peddlers
during raids launched on the
eve of New Year.

“The raids yielded 100
grams of mephedrone and
1.034 kgs of psychotropic med-
icines and four drug peddlers
have been arrested,” NCB’s
Mumbai Zonal Unit Director
Sameer Wankhede said.

Giving details of the raids
conducted at various places on
the eve as well on the   New
Year day, Wankhede said that
the raids were conducted at

Kurla in north central Mumbai,
at Andheri and Versova in
north-west Mumbai and in
Navi Mumbai where these ped-
dlers have been active for long
and “they part of an interstate
network”.

Mephedrone (MD), also
known as M-cat, Meow Meow
or White Magic, is a synthetic
stimulant drug of
Amphetamine class psychoac-
tive characteristics and usual-
ly used at rave parties. 

The investigators are try-
ing to find out the local links
of the arrested peddlers and
trace the masterminds
involved in the busted drug
racket.

The New Year-eve raids
were part of the ongoing effort
to drug menace in Mumbai

and surrounding areas.
The NCB registered two

drugs cases in the wake of the
investigations launched by the
CBI into the death of actor
Sushant Singh Rajput in June
last year upon the directive
issued by the Supreme Court.
While the first drug case
relates to the actor’s death, the
case is the Bollywood-drug
mafia nexus case.    

Sushant, it  may be
recalled, was found hanging
from a ceiling fan in his closed
room of his duplex flat at
Mont Blanc building at
Bandra’s Carter Road in north-
west Mumbai on June 14. 

More than 25 persons —
including Sushant’s girlfriend
Rhea Chakraborty and her
brother Showik — have been

arrested and a large number of
persons have been questioned
in connection with a case reg-
istered by the NCB on August
28, two days after it registered
a case suo moto. Subsequently,
Rhea was granted condition-
al bail by the Bombay High
Court in the Sushant death-
related drug case on October
7, 2020.

As part of the investiga-
tions, the NCB had earlier
questioned Bollywood’s
prominent actresses Deepika
Padukone, Sara Ali Khan,
Shraddha Kapoor and Rakul
Preet Singh. The agency had
also arrested television come-
dian Bharti Singh and her
husband Harsh Limbachiya. It
has also issued  summons to
film-maker Karan Johar.
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The five lakh strong
Malankara Syrian

Orthodox Church in Kerala is
upset over the “humiliation”
meted out to the representative
of the church by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan in his recent
interaction with community
leaders at Malappuram.

Vijayan, who is touring
the headquarters of all districts
in the State as part of the 2021
Assembly election campaign,
blamed the Orthodox Church
when a priest tried to draw his
attention towards the discrim-
ination shown by the
Government towards the

MOSC during the former’s
interaction with citizens of
Malappuram. The Priest had
tried to draw the Chief
Minister’s attention to the
ongoing tussle between the
MOSC and the breakaway fac-
tion of the community for
control of Churches.

The Chief Minister and
the CPI(M) are peeved over
the recent meeting the
Orthodox Church bishops had
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking the intervention
of the latter’s office to resolve
the issue. 

Vijayan blamed the
Orthodox prelates for the dis-
pute with the Jacobite faction

and asked the Church repre-
sentative to behave properly.
“The Chief Minister’s reaction
should be seen as a challenge
to the judicial system in the
country,” said Dr Yuhanon
Mar Diacoros Metropolitan,
secretary of the holy synod. 

Dr Geevarghese Mar
Yuliose Metropolitan, who
heads the media wing of the
MOSC said that fascism has
set its foot in Kerala through
the Communists. “What is
happening in Kerala under the
regime of Vijayan is unfortu-
nate. Fascism and authoritar-
ianism are at its peak under
the CPI(M) rule. We feel as if
we are living under an auto-

cratic regime. This was in
expected lines as Communist
rulers are not known for their
love for democracy,” said while
reacting to the incident.

The Metropolitan heads
the media wing of the
Orthodox Church and usual-
ly stays away from all contro-
versies. 

He said that the Prime
Minister has made no inter-
ference in the legal dispute
between the Orthodox and
Jacobite sections. “If someone
feels that
Thiruvananthapuram is the
national capital, it would be
better if he changes that notion
at the earliest,” said the

Metropolitan. 
The Supreme Court in

its verdict had pronounced
that  the chief  of  the
Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church as the controlling
authority of all the Churches
that fall under the Orthodox
sect. “The Jacobite sect fight-
ing for the rights to worship
in these churches are welcome
to do so provided they have
the permission from the head
of the MOSC,” said the
Metropolitan.

The MOSC laity plays a
crucial role during election in
the districts of
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam,
Pathanamthitta and Kottayam.
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In a raid conducted on a
godown in south Mumbai,

the Mumbai Police on Saturday
seized banned gutkha and paan
masala products worth �1.22
crore. Acting on a tipoff, the
Crime Intelligence Unit (CIU)
team headed by Sachin Waze,
raided the premises at
Nagpada’s Bhendi Bazar local-
ity in south Mumbai  and
seized a huge stockpile of
banned gutkha and 
paan masala.
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Jammu: The Pakistan Army
opened heavy fire and shelled
mortars at forward posts along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu & Kashmir’s Rajouri
district on Saturday, prompting
Indian troops to retaliate, offi-
cials said.

“At about 1645 hours today,
the Pakistan Army initiated
unprovoked ceasefire violation
by firing with small arms and
intense shelling with mortars
along the LoC in Nowshera
sector in district Rajouri,” a
defence spokesman said. The
Indian Army retaliated befit-
tingly, he said.

On Friday, JCO Naib
Subedar Ravinder died after
being injured in shelling by
Pakistan in Nowshera sector,
spokesman said.

Jammu & Kashmir record-
ed 5,100 instances of ceasefire
violations by Pakistan along the
Line of Control (LoC) in 2020,
official sources said. PTI
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Following the souring of ties
between Janata Dal United

(JDU) and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), political tempera-
tures in Bihar continue to soar
defying the winter.

An evidence of can be
found in posters of BJP leaders
cutting CM Nitish Kumar's
chair pasted at prominent loca-
tions of state capital Patna.
However, it is not clear who is
behind the action.

The poster has several

provocative messages including
“Arunachal to bas jhanki hai, ye
kursi abhi baki hai” (Arunachal
was just a trailer, the BJP will
now cut this chair as well.)

After the Arunachal
Pradesh episode in which sev-
eral JD (U) leaders crossed
over to the BJP, CM Nitish
Kumar and his party members
are reportedly miffed with its
ally in Bihar.

The opposition is cashing in
on it by claiming that Nitish
Kumar will soon join the
Mahagathbandhan (Grand

Alliance). Former CM Rabri
Devi said as much on Friday.
The JDU on the other hand has
made it clear that the RJD and
the Congress are desperate to
grab power. Hence they are
spreading these
falsehoods.

Chitranjan Gagan, the state
spokesperson of RJD, said:
“Nitish Kumar has had a healthy
relationship with Lalu Prasad in
the past. Moreover, Nitish is fac-
ing humiliation in the NDA. In
this case, the claim of former
CM Rabri Devi may turn out to

be true in the next few months.”
In a tweet on Friday, Rabri

Devi said that discussions are
underway to include CM
Nitish Kumar in
Mahagathbandhan. BJP MP
Ajay Nishadh said: “There is no
chance of Nitish Kumar leav-
ing the NDA. After returning
to the NDA for the second
time, he won't go anywhere. A
few differences between the
JDU and the BJP and will
soon be resolved. Both parties
want the government to com-
plete its five-year tenure.” 
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The Indian start-ups of today
are the Multinational

Corporations of tomorrow that
can go a long way in achieving
the goal of ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Saturday.

The last few decades saw
Multinational Corporations
from abroad do business and
prosper in India but this decade
will belong to the Indian
MNCs, he said, after after lay-
ing the foundation stone for the
permanent campus of IIM-
Sambalpur in Odisha through
video conference.

“Today’s start-ups can
become tomorrow’s MNCs as
India seeks to make its start-up
ecosystem inclusive to ensure
speedy development,” he said.

Noting that start-ups are
mostly coming up in Tier-II
and Tier-III cities in the coun-

try, Modi said, they need pro-
fessional managers, and the
youth require to be prepared
for the massive opportunities
that lie ahead.

“In this new decade, we all
are accountable to give a new
image to brand India globally,”
he said, asking young managers
to align their career goals to the
aspirations of the country.

The country had 13 IIMs
in 2014 and 20 now, and this
talent pool can expand the
scope and boost the mission of
creating a self-reliant India, he
said.”Innovation, integrity and
inclusion have emerged as the
key mantras in the field of
management which are impor-
tant for ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
mission. The goal of a self-
reliant India will also be
achieved with the help of col-
laborative, innovative and
transformative concepts in
management,” Modi said.

“Technology management

is as important as human man-
agement,” he said, adding the
country has been able to build
substantial capacity over the
last decade which was evident
in the handling of the COVID-
19 crisis.

Modi said the new campus
of IIM Sambalpur will give
Odisha a new identity in the
world of management educa-
tion with proper recognition of
the state’s great culture and
resources.

Management experts, who
are coming out with new expe-
riences in fresh areas, will play
a big role in taking India to new
heights, Modi said, underlining
that despite the COVID-19
crisis the country has given
more unicorns this year than
the previous years.A unicorn is
a term used in the venture cap-
ital industry to describe a pri-
vately held start-up company
with a value of over USD 1 bil-
lion.
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Emphasising that national
security is paramount,

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday said that the
central government is making
sincere efforts to give equal

attention to all aspects related
to security.

The Minister expressed his
views after releasing an inau-
gural issue of “National Police
K-9 Journal” here. It is first
such publication in the coun-
try on Police Service K9s

(PSKs) or police 
dogs.

“National security is para-
mount and our government is
making sincere efforts to give
equal attention to all aspects
related to security. The police
dog squad can act as a force

multiplier to ensure the safety
of society, much like the way
drones or satellites are used in
the country,” Shah said.

The Minister said that the
dogs can be used effectively to
detect drugs and even in the
fight against terrorism.

Noida (UP): The Gautam
Buddh Nagar Police has
launched a campaign to check
forced child begging and send
the rescued children, who have
lost their way out of education
for myriad reasons, back to
classrooms, officials said on
Saturday.  

The police would also
ensure presence of teachers in
slums across Noida and Greater
Noida after it emerged that
their absence since the
COVID-19 outbreak has been
an impediment in children's
education, they said.
Deputy Commissioner of

Police (Women and Child
Safety) Vrinda Shukla said a
larger campaign is underway in
entire Uttar Pradesh with a
focus on rescuing children
engaged in beggary. 
'In pursuance of that we have
started the campaign in
Gautam Buddh Nagar also
with the support of the district
child helpline and some
NGOs,” Shukla said. 
As part of the campaign, she
said, the police have identified
some major slums in the dis-
trict from where children are
found engaged in beggary. 
“In the first phase, we are

focusing on raising awareness
in these places and encourag-
ing adults there to send their
children to school instead of
engaging them in begging,”
the officer said.

Shukla said when
the police started reaching out
to people in slums some resi-
dents informed them about dif-
ficulties in sending their wards
to school.

The people said some
schools which had shut down
at the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic have not resumed,
impacting the education of
their children, she said PTI

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha
government on Saturday decid-
ed that schools will reopen for
Class 10 and Class 12 from
January 8. In a statement,
School and Mass Education
Department informed that stu-
dents will be taught for 100
days including Saturdays and
Sundays.

Classes will be held for
Class 10 students from January
8 to April 26 and Class 12 stu-

dents will attend their classes
from January 8 to April 28.

Notably, the schools have
been closed in the state since
March 17 due to Covid-19
pandemic situation.

Board of Secondary
Education (BSE) will conduct
the High School Certificate
(HSC) examinations from May
3 to May 15. The Council of
Higher Secondary Education
(CHSE) will conduct the 12th

examinations between May 15
and June 11.

The practical exam of Class
10 students will be held from
April 27 to May 2 and Class 12
students will be held from
April 29 to May 14, the state-
ment said.

The guidelines issued by
the Health and Family Welfare
Department and the Special
Relief Commissioner (SRC)
will be followed strictly at the

schools.
The department has

released a Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) for the open-
ing of the schools.

It said only the schools
outside containment zones
shal l   be   a l lowed  to  
reopen and students, teach-
ers,  employees living in con-
tainment zones will not be
allowed  to  attend  the
school.

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
recorded 5,328 new coron-
avirus cases on Saturday even
as 4,985 more patients recov-
ered in the last 24 hours, Health
Minister KK Shailaja's office
said. Twenty-one more fatalities
took the state's death toll to
3,116.  As many as 65,374
people are undergoing corona
treatment in the state at pre-
sent. Ernakulam district led
with 743 new cases, whereas
Kasargod with 83 cases was at
the lowest position. The posi-
tivity rate of Kerala is 9.85 per
cent.

Of the 5,328 new cases, 78
emerged outside the state. As
many as 4,801 persons tested
positive after contact with coro-
na patients while the source of
contact of 392 patients was yet
unknown.

Fifty-seven health workers tested pos-
itive on Saturday, followed by Ernakulam
with 14, Thrissur with eight, Pathanamthitta
with seven, Kozhikode with five, and
Kollam, Kottayam and Kannur with four
cases each, Thiruvananthapuram with
three, and Palakkad, Wayanad and
Kasargod with two cases each, and
Idukki and Malappuram with one case
each. As many as 2,40,490 per-
sons are under observation in
Kerala, including 2,28,679 in
home quarantine .
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Dubai: Iran said on Saturday it
plans to enrich uranium up to
20 per cent at its underground
Fordo nuclear facility “as soon
as possible,” pushing its pro-
gramme a technical step away
from weapons-grade levels as it
increases pressure on the West
over the tattered atomic deal.

The move comes amid
heightened tensions between
Iran and the US in the waning
days of the administration of
President Donald Trump, who
unilaterally withdrew America
from Tehrans nuclear deal in
2018.

That set in motion an
escalating series of incidents
capped by a US drone strike
that killed a top Iranian general
in Baghdad a year ago, an
anniversary coming Sunday
that has American officials
now worried about possible
retaliation by Iran.

Iran’s decision to begin
enriching to 20 per cent a
decade ago nearly brought an
Israeli strike targeting its
nuclear facilities, tensions that

only abated with the 2015
atomic deal. A resumption of
20 per cent enrichment could
see that brinksmanship return.

Even Ali Akbar Salehi, the
US-educated head of the civil-
ian Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran, offered a
military analogy to describe his
agency’s readiness to take the
next step.

“We are like soldiers and
our fingers are on the triggers,”
Salehi told Iranian state televi-
sion. “The commander should
command and we shoot. We
are ready for this and will pro-
duce (20 per cent enriched ura-
nium) as soon as possible.”

Iran’s decision comes after
its parliament passed a bill,
later approved by a constitu-
tional watchdog, aimed at hik-
ing enrichment to pressure
Europe into providing sanc-
tions relief. It also serves as
pressure ahead of the inaugu-
ration of US President-elect Joe
Biden, who has said he is will-
ing to re-enter the nuclear
deal. AP

Ramallah (West Bank): The
Palestinian Health Ministry said
on Saturday a youth is suffering
from paralysis a day after he was
shot in the neck by Israeli forces
in the occupied West Bank.

The man, Haron Abu
Aram, 24, was left quadripleg-
ic, the ministry said.

Witnesses said the incident
was triggered when Israeli forces
tried to stop Palestinians build-
ing a house in a village in south-
ern Hebron and seized an elec-
tricity generator belonging to
Abu Aram.

Israel prevents Palestinians
from building houses on areas
under its control in the West
Bank without hard-to-obtain
building permits. The Israeli
military said “a violent riot” was
instigated when the troops were

evacuating “an illegal building”
in the At-Tuwani village. The
military said Palestinians
attacked the forces with “massive
amount of rocks.” “We are aware
of a report regarding a
Palestinian who was injured by
live fire during the incident. The
incident is being investigated,”
the Israeli military told The
Associated Press on Saturday.

Video showed a group of
Palestinians trying to recover the
generators from the hands of the
soldiers before a gunshot is
heard and Abu Aram appears on
the ground.

In 2020, Israeli has demol-
ished the homes of more than
900 Palestinians in the West
Bank and east Jerusalem,
according to the Israeli rights
group BTselem. AP

Washington: The US Congress
has overwhelmingly overturned
Donald Trump’s veto of the
annual $740 billion defence
policy bill, delivering a resound-
ing bipartisan rebuke to the
President in his final days in the
White House.

The overriding of the
Congressional veto — the first
of his administration — is seen
as a stinging rebuke to President
Trump given that the Senate,
which is controlled by his
Republican Party, voted 81-13
against his veto of the National
Defence Authorisation Act
(NDAA) 2021.

Early this week, the House
of Representatives had voted

322-87 to override Trump’s
veto. The President had vetoed
the NDAA 2021 arguing that
certain provisions of the bill
impacted national security. He
also disagreed with provisions
to rename military installa-
tions bearing the names of
Confederate generals.

Trump, who is set to be
succeeded by President-elect
Joe Biden on January 20,
responded on Twitter hours
after the first veto override of
his presidency, saying, “Our
Republican Senate just missed
the opportunity to get rid of
Section 230, which gives unlim-
ited power to Big Tech compa-
nies. Pathetic!!!” PTI

London: WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange will find out
Monday whether he can be
extradited from the UK To the
US To face espionage charges
over the publication of secret
American military documents.

District Judge Vanessa
Baraitser is due to deliver her
decision at London’s Old Bailey
courthouse at 10 am. Monday.
If she grants the request, then
Britain’s home secretary, Priti
Patel, would make the final
decision. 

Whichever side loses is
expected to appeal, which
could lead to years more legal
wrangling.

However, there’s a possi-
bility that outside forces may
come into play that could
instantly end the decade-long
saga. 

Stella Moris, Assanges

partner and the mother of his
two sons, has appealed to U.S.
President Donald Trump via
Twitter to grant a pardon to
Assange before he leaves office
on Jan. 20. 

And even if Trump doesn’t,
there’s speculation that his suc-
cessor, Joe Biden, may take a
more lenient approach to
Assange’s extradition process.

US Prosecutors indicted
the 49-year-old Assange on 17
espionage charges and one
charge of computer misuse
that carry a maximum sentence
of 175 years in prison. 

Lawyers acting on behalf
of the U.S. Government said in
their closing arguments after
the four-week hearing in the
fall that Assange’s defense
team had raised issues that
were neither relevant nor
admissible. AP

Tehran: Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards chief Hossein Salami
vowed on Saturday to respond
to any “action the enemy
takes,” in a visit to a strategic
Gulf island, amid rising ten-
sions with the US.

Salami was speaking on the
eve of the first anniversary of
the US killing of top Iranian
military commander Qasem
Soleimani in a Baghdad drone
strike on January 3, 2020.

“We are here today to eval-
uate and be assured of our
powerful capabilities at sea
and against enemies who
sometimes boast... and threat-
en,” Salami said according to
the Guards’ official website
Sepahnews.

Salami inspected the
troops stationed on Abu Musa
island, accompanied by the
Revolutionary Guard Corps
navy commander Rear
Admiral Alireza Tangsiri.

“We would respond with a
reciprocal, decisive and strong

blow to whatever action the
enemy would take against us,”
Salami warned.

Abu Musa and the Greater
and Lesser Tunb islands are
located in the Gulf near the
entrance to the strategic Strait
of Hormuz, through which a
fifth of world oil output passes.

The islands are under
Iranian control but are also
claimed by the United Arab
Emirates.

Tensions have been build-

ing up in the run-up to the
anniversary of Soleimani’s
killing, with two American B-
52 bombers recently flying
over the region.

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif on
Thursday accused outgoing
US President Donald Trump of
aiming to fabricate a “pretext
for war” after Trump blamed
Tehran for a rocket strike on
the US embassy in Baghdad on
December 20. AFP
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US President Donald Trump
has extended the freeze 

on the most sought-after 
H-1B visas by Indian IT pro-
fessionals, along with other
types of foreign work visas and
green cards through March 31
to protect American workers,
saying that the reasons for
which he had imposed such
restrictions amidst the pan-
demic have not changed.

The freeze on various cat-
egories of work visas was
ordered by Trump through
two proclamations on April 22
and June 22 last year.

Hours before the freeze
was set to expire on December
31, Trump issued another
proclamation on Thursday to
extend it until March 31.

He said that the reasons for

which he had issued such a
restriction have not changed.

The continuation of the
restrictions, which comes with
just 20 days left in 
the Republican President’s
term, is the latest effort to 
bar the entry of immigrants to
the US.

Restricting immigration
has been a focus of the Trump
administration since its first
days when it issued the travel
ban on seven Muslim-majori-
ty countries, and it has contin-
ued into Trump’s final year in
office as the White House uses
the coronavirus pandemic as
cover.

US President-elect Joe
Biden has promised to lift the
suspension on H-1B visas, say-
ing Trump’s immigration poli-
cies are cruel.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in specialty occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise. The tech-
nology companies depend on
it to hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from

countries like India and China.
They would now have 

to wait at least till the end 
of March before approaching
the US diplomatic missions to
get stamping. It would also
impact a large number of
Indian IT professionals who are
seeking renewal of their H-1B
visas.

President Trump said that
the effects of COVID-19 on the
US labour market and the
health of American communi-
ties are a matter of ongoing
national concern, and the con-
siderations present in the two
previous proclamations have
not been eliminated.

“The 2019 Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19)
continues to significantly dis-
rupt Americans’ livelihoods.
While the November overall
unemployment rate in the
United States of 6.7 per cent
reflects a marked decline from
its April high, there were still
9,834,000 fewer seasonally
adjusted nonfarm jobs in
November than in February of
2020,” Trump said in his
proclamation. 
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London: Britain will allow
people to be given shots of dif-
ferent Covid-19 vaccines on
rare occasions, despite a lack of
evidence about the extent of
immunity offered by mixing
doses.

In a departure from other
strategies globally, the govern-
ment said people could be
given a mix-and-match of two
Covid-19 shots, for example if
the same vaccine dose was out
of stock, according to guidelines
published on New Year’s Eve.

“(If) the same vaccine is
not available, or if the first
product received is unknown,
it is reasonable to offer one
dose of the locally available
product to complete the sched-
ule,” according to the guide-
lines.

Mary Ramsay, head of
immunisations at Public Health
England, said this would only
happen on extremely rare occa-
sions, and that the government
was not recommending the
mixing of vaccines, which
require at least two doses given
several weeks apart.

“Every effort should be
made to give them the same
vaccine, but where this is not
possible it is better to give a
second dose of another vaccine
than not at all,” she said.

Covid-19 has killed more
74,000 people in Britain - the
second-highest deaths in
Europe, and health officials
are racing to deliver doses to
help end the pandemic as fears
grow that the health service
could be overwhelmed.

Rennes, France: Hundreds of
revellers were booked for
breaking coronavirus restric-
tions as an illegal rave in north-
western France ended on
Saturday after more than two
days of partying that saw clash-
es with police.

Police had failed to stop
the underground event,
whicfh drew around 2,500

people from Thursday night
in two disused warehouses in
Lieuron, south of the city of
Rennes in Brittany.

Such mass gatherings are
banned across France to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19,
and a nationwide 8:00 pm cur-
few -- which was not lifted for
New Year -- has been in force
across the country.

Techno music blared out
during the night from the
warehouses, which had been
transformed into illegal night-
clubs for partygoers who had
flocked to the site from across
France and even from abroad.

The local prefecture said
Saturday the music had been
switched off and sound systems
dismantled after two nights,

and the first revellers began
leaving the site before dawn.

By 10:15 am it was under
the control of police, the local
prefecture said.

Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin said in a tweet that
police had booked more than
1,200 people and seized a truck,
sound equipment and genera-
tors from the site of the “ille-

gal rave party.”
The large police presence at

the site had led to the break-up
of the event “without violence”,
he added.

The regional prefect,
Emmanuel Berthier, said 800
people had been booked specif-
ically for coronavirus-related
offences such as failing to
respect the curfew restrictions

or wear masks, or for partici-
pating in an illegal assembly.

Police fined several hun-
dred others for use of narcotics,
he told reporters.

Police on access roads were
checking all those leaving the
site, on foot or in vehicles, using
torches to check their eyes for
signs of drugs use, an AFP pho-
tographer said. AFP

Peshawar: Pakistani police
have arrested 10 more people
in overnight raids for their
alleged involvement in the van-
dalisation of a Hindu temple by
a mob led by members of a rad-
ical party in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

With the latest arrests, the
number of accused arrested in
the case has risen to 55. Over 350
people have been named in the
FIR after the temple in Terri vil-
lage in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Karak district was vandalised and
set on fire on Wednesday by a
mob protesting against its expan-

sion work.
Search is underway to arrest

the others accused named in the
FIR.

The temple which also had
a samadhi of a Hindu religious
leader was attacked by the mob
after members of the Hindu
community received permission
from local authorities to renovate
its decades-old building.

The mob, led by some local
clerics and supporters of Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam party (Fazal ur
Rehman group), demolished the
newly constructed work along-
side the old structure. AFP
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The Department of Pension &
Pensioners’ Welfare

(DoPPW), vide its order dated,
December 14, 2020 had instruct-
ed all the
Ministries/Departments of
Government of India to appoint
nodal officers and conduct
nation-wide Pension Adalats in
the last week of December 2020
and first week of January, 2021. 

All India Pension Adalats are
being organised every year since
2017 by the Department of
Pensions & Pensioners’ Welfare,
under the aegis of Dr Jitendra
Singh, Minister of State, Ministry
of Personnel, PG & Pensions.  

Approximately 64
Departments/Organisations of
Govt. of India are engaged in this
exercise as per preliminary
reports 1800 cases shall be taken
up in these Adalats. Another
unique feature of the Adalats, as
per the directions of DoPPW,
shall be to leverage technology
and conduct the proceedings
online through video confer-
encing so that Pensioners or
their representatives can partic-
ipate from the comfort of their
homes. All stake-holders of a
grievance shall meet on a single
platform and give a resolution
on-the-spot.
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GST collections touched a
record high of over � 1.15

lakh crore in December, reflect-
ing festive demand and reflat-
ing economy.

The gross GST revenue
collected in the month of
December 2020 is �1,15,174
crore and is the highest since
the introduction of Goods and
Services Tax from July 1, 2017,
the Finance Ministry said in a
statement.

“This is the highest growth
in monthly revenues for the last
21 months. This has been due
to combined effect of the rapid
economic recovery post-pan-
demic and the nation-wide

drive against GST evaders and
fake bills along with many sys-
temic changes introduced
recently, which have led to
improved compliance,” the
Finance Ministry said in a
statement.

The total number of GSTR-
3B Returns filed for the month
of November up to 31st
December 2020 is 87 lakh.

During the month, rev-
enues from import of goods
were 27 per cent higher and the
revenues from domestic trans-
action (including import of
services) are 8 per cent higher
than the revenues from these
sources during the same month
last year.  In line with the recent
trend of recovery in the GST

revenues, the mop-up in
December crossed Rs 1 lakh
crore mark for the third month
in a row and was 12 per cent
higher than over Rs 1.03 lakh
crore collected in December
2019. 

During December Central
GST mop-up is Rs 21,365
crore, State GST is Rs 27,804
crore, Integrated GST is Rs
57,426 crore (including Rs
27,050 crore collected on
import of goods) and Cess is Rs
8,579 crore (including Rs 971
crore collected on import of
goods). The government has
settled Rs 23,276 crore to CGST
and Rs 17,681 crore to SGST
from IGST as regular settle-
ment. 
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The Centre’s continued
focus on ethanol is a pos-

itive for the sugar industry as
exports are likely to reduce in
SS21 (sugar season 2021),
India Ratings and Research
(Ind-Ra) said in a report.

As per the report, record
exports  and a  resi l ient
domestic demand made sugar

one of the few sectors to wit-
ness strong revenue growth in
the Covid-19 affected in
1HFY21.

“The growth was also
supported by an increase in
the distillery revenue. The
aggregate revenue of major
sector entities grew 30 per
cent YoY in 1HFY21...,” the
report said.

“However, the growth in

the sugar segment is likely to
witness a moderation in
3QFY21 with a significant
reduction in exports due to
the delay in announcement of
export  subsidy mid-
December 2020. While the
government has extended the
period of subsidy by three
months to December, most
large mills had exhausted
their quotas by 2QFY21.”
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The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has

imposed a penalty of Rs 25 crore
and Rs 15 crore respectively on
Reliance Industries (RIL) and its
Chairman Mukesh Ambani for
manipulative trading.

The SEBI order observed

that RIL had entered into a well-
planned operation with its agents
to corner the open interest in the
RPL (Reliance Petroleum) futures
and to earn undue profits from
the sale of RPL shares in both
cash and futures segments and to
dump large number of RPL
shares in the cash segment dur-
ing the last ten minutes of trad-

ing on the settlement day result-
ing in a fall in the settlement
price. The case pertains to 2007.

It also observed that Mukesh
Ambani being the Chairman &
Managing Director of RIL, was
responsible for its day-to-day
affairs and thereby, liable for the
“manipulative trading” done by
RIL.

The order noted that Navi
Mumbai SEZ Pvt Ltd and
Mumbai SEZ Ltd have allegedly
aided and abetted RIL by pro-
viding funds to one of the agents
appointed by RIL, who in turn
provided funds to other 11 agents
for making the margin pay-
ments for the short positions in
RPL November Futures.
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�What is your role in the
show?

I play a superhero. I play
two characters and both are
different from each other. One,
Veer, he is a compassionate
person, fun-loving and
responsible. While is a do-
gooder but he is not the kind
of person people can take
advantage of. He is the one
who finds the magical ring.
The other is the super hero
who takes on the true image of
what Veer is all about – he is
naughty. The ring is evil and
brings out the bad in the
wearer. But since Veer is such
a good person, the ring doesn’t
overpower him.
� How did you come on
board the project?

I got a call for an audition.
I was very hopeful and gave the
auditions. Unfortunately, I
didn’t get that part. A few
months later, I got a call for
another audition. When I went
to sign the contract, that is
when I came to know it was a
lead.
�How tough was it to bring
out the contrast in the two
roles you play?

It was a bit tough but I love
challenges and that’s the reason
why I took it up. The roles
excited me and I was looking
for a project like this. I am
grateful I got it. I identify with
my character of a superhero;
Veer is too good and nobody
is that perfect. 
� Your brother is also an
actor, do you think there will
be comparisons? 

I don’t think so. Our work
is totally different and we are
different people. Our approach
to acting is not the same either.
The genre we are working on
is different as well. Siddharth
(who plays Aladdin) and I
have always done things that
are not the same. I am hoping
that people too get to see
different things.
� How did you get into
acting?

I came to Mumbai in 2014
and pursuing law. At the same
time, I started giving auditions.
But things never move or
happen the way you want them
to. Whatever acting that I
know, I have learnt while
giving auditions. I used to get
called for a lot of mythological
shows. Slowly, I made contacts
and started getting work. That
is how I got a role in Panipat.
�What made you turn to TV

then after doing a film?
At the stage where I am

today, it doesn’t matter whether
it is TV or films. If we see
screens are getting smaller —
from 70 mm to laptops to
tablets to mobiles today.
People see content that you
are part of and how big it is.
� You are the elder
brother. Was it tough to
wait for the right role
while your
b r o t h e r
already had
a show as a
lead?

I never felt that he had
more than I had. I was not
desperate to get a break in the
industry. I was doing my own
thing back then. I was doing

law and even directing that
kept me busy. There were other
small ventures that I was part
of. I played tennis at the State
level. My brother and I have
never competed with each
other, we have been a support
system to one another.
�What are these ventures?

Over the years, I learnt
directing and did two

music videos under
my own label. So
that is something
that I do. Also,
while shooting
for Panipat, I
learnt more
about directing.
When you are in
the industry, you
tend to pick up
tips.
� What do
your parents
think — both
sons in acting?

My mother
has always been

supportive. She told
us that whatever we

did we needed to give
it our best.
� You did a show —
Chandra Nandini —
with Siddharth. How
was it to work with
him?

We had a lot of fun.
The only problem that
I faced was how people
would confuse my
name with his.
Working with him
was great. When we
work professionally, I
treat him as a serious
person since he has

been in the industry for
a longer time.
�Most super hero shows
in India are not as good

as one gets to see in
Hollywood. Will there
be comparisons?

There will be
comparisons whatever

we make. Even if we make
a love story people
will say Hollywood

made it like this. But our
industry has given some

great super heroes like
Shaktiman and Balveer.
What matters is how we
approach the project. It is

not correct to what we
are doing on TV with a

Marvel project. In fact, it
is wrong to compare a

film with a TV show due
to scalability.
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It is not very often that we see movies that make us sit up and
think long after the credits have stopped rolling. Omprakash
Zindabad directed by Ranjeet Gupta may not be your average

film that has masala or an item number. But it does have a hard
hitting message to deliver. A message how the common man with

small dreams gets taken in by
the outwardly materialistic
world and falls for it hook,
line and sinker with no means
for a reprieve.

The story is straight
forward. A village man thinks
that getting a bike will get him
the leg up in life. For this he
is willing to put his wife up for
the worst kind of crime that
can be done against a woman
— to be gang-raped and
paraded naked in the village
— so that he can get the
compensation that the
Government gives to such
survivors. All for the sake of
a bike and become the town’s
hero.

This satirical take on the
situation and how the system
is manipulated by those in
power has its moments that
makes one laugh at the greed
and the lengths they would go
to for money and the next, it
leaves one with a feeling of
disgust and sadness that
people would rape, a heinous
crime, for their own personal
gains and scam the poor in
the name of the Government
compensation.

This is Om Puri and
Jagdeep’s last movie. It is
unfortunate that this film was
released four years after the
former’s death. But it was
good to see Jagdeep, who
died in July 2020, and that he
had not lost the spark in his
eyes even though he was 81.
One just wished that Gupta
could have better utilised
their talent. The same goes for
Kulbhushan Kharbanda
whose talent is wasted here.

— ��������������
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What if one were to tell you that one could make
Mexican dishes remade into gnocchi, dumplings and
much more. What if one were to ask to use healthy

leftovers like marinated veggies and pork tenderloin and turn
it into cozy comfort food? Or one turned festive meal leftovers
of glazed ham, apple pie and green bean casserole — into a
fancy sandwich?

Well, the latest reality show is sure to have all the answers
for all those cooks out there who love to cook up a storm in the
kitchen from leftovers. While the dishes may not be something
that one would find in Indian homes, the fact of the matter is
that instead of reheating the food and eating the same thing the
next day, one can whip up an entirely new dish by adding a few
extra ingredients that are already in our kitchens to wow the
family members with your culinary skills. All it takes is a bit of
thought and viola — one has an entirely new dish on the table
for the family to feast on.

It is a competition with three chefs/cooks who are judged
on the basis of their creativity, technique and the number of
leftovers used to remake an entirely new dish. The winner takes
cash worth $10,000! Next time, there are some leftovers in the
refrigerator, take inspiration from this show and delight your
family and friends.

— ��������������
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with parts of Australia reporting
fresh outbreaks in recent times.

This had also put the future of
the third Test in Sydney in doubt
before CA clarified that it would not

be shifted to Melbourne.
The match will begin on

January 7 and the two teams will
arrive in Sydney a couple of days
before the scheduled start. 
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Five India Test players,
including vice-captain
Rohit Sharma, opener

Shubman Gill and wicketkeeper-
batsman Rishabh Pant, have
been placed in isolation and an
investigation launched into a
possible breach of the COVID-
19 bio-security protocol by them,
Cricket Australia said on
Saturday.

This was after a fan put out
a video of the players sitting
inside an indoor restaurant on
Twitter on Friday. He claimed to
have been seated close to them
and also talked about getting a
hug from Pant after he paid for
the players’ meal. He later
retracted the claim about the hug
after it raised serious questions
on a breach of protocol.

The BCCI brass had initial-
ly ruled out any investigation
after reports of a possible breach
first appeared in the media here,
but Cricket Australia's late state-
ment said a joint probe is on.

“The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) and
Cricket Australia (CA) were
today alerted to a video post on
social media that purported to
show Rohit Sharma, Rishabh
Pant, Shubman Gill, Prithvi Shaw
and Navdeep Saini eating at an
indoor venue in Melbourne on
New Year’s Day,” CA said in a
statement.

It has been learnt that the
Indian Cricket board will back its
players as the general consensus
is that there hasn't been any
deliberate breach. There is a
feeling that Indian team might
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Tamil Nadu’s yorker sensation
Thangarasu Natarajan on

Friday replaced injured pacer
Umesh Yadav in the Indian
Test team for the remaining two
games against Australia, contin-
uing his remarkable rise in
international cricket.

Earlier, Shardul Thakur had
replaced an injured Mohammed
Shami in the squad before the
second Test.

“Umesh Yadav sustained a
strain in his left calf muscle on
Day 3 of the second Border-
Gavaskar Test in

Melbourne...The fast bowler
will not recover completely
ahead of the remaining two Test
matches and has been ruled out
of the series,” BCCI Secretary Jay
Shah stated in a media release.

“The All-India Senior
Selection Committee has named
T Natarajan as Yadav’s replace-
ment. Ahead of the Boxing Day
Test, Shardul Thakur was added
to the Test squad as Mohd.
Shami's replacement after the
senior fast bowler suffered a
hairline fracture in his right fore-
arm,” the release added.

Both Shami and Umesh
Yadav will head to the National
Cricket Academy in Bengaluru
for further rehabilitation of their
injuries.

The 29-year-old Natarajan
had started off as a net bowler
during the series and then sub-
sequently made it to the T20 and
ODI squads. He snared eight
wickets (two ODI and six T20)
during his four limited-overs
appearances in national colours.

He has played 20 first-class
games for Tamil Nadu and will
now be in contention for a slot
in traditional format.

Earlier, fit-again top bats-
man Rohit Sharma complet-
ed his quarantine and joined
the team in Melbourne.

The series is locked 1-
1 right now with the third
Test starting in Sydney
from January 7.
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Australian batsman Marnus
Labuschagne is looking for-

ward to the return of David Warner
for the third Test against India in
Sydney as he feels the the hosts will
benefit not just from his batting but
also the “terrific energy” he will
bring to the field.

Warner, who missed out a
major chunk of the India assign-
ment due to a groin injury, was
brought back into the squad for the
last two Tests with the series locked
at 1-1. The third Test begins January
7.

“He’s a big inclusion for us if he
does come back in,” Labuschagne

told reporters in an online interac-
tion. “He’s someone with over 7000
Test runs and averaging near-on 50,
he’s a superb player.

“He’s in that top calibre of
player and his energy around the
group and in the field will be ter-
rific. It will be great to have him,”
he added.

In the absence of Warner,
Australia's batting has failed miser-
ably in the first two matches.

Only Matthew Wade (27.75),
Labuschagne (32.25) and captain
Tim Paine (43.50) are averaging
more than 23 for the series.

There had been a lot of uncer-
tainty around the venue of the
Sydney Test after a fresh COVID-

19 outbreak in the northern beach-
es in the city.

However, Cricket Australia has
decided to retain the Sydney Cricket
Ground  as the venue of the Pink
Test.

Labuschagne, who notched up
his highest Test score of 215 against
New Zealand at the SCG last
January, said it will be “hard work”
putting runs on the board with two
world-class bowling attacks.

“It’s a beautiful venue to bat at
and it has been, at times, quite bat-
ting-friendly,” Labuschagne said.

“But with two world-class
bowling attacks it’s always hard
work, it doesn't matter what the
wicket’s like,” he added. 
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Jasprit Bumrah is the “smartest fast bowler”
in contemporary cricket who has learnt the

art of deceiving rival batsmen in air, some-
thing that was the secret of success for
Pakistani greats, said Shoaib Akhtar.

One of the fastest bowlers to
have ever played the game, Akhtar
is enamoured by Bumrah’s skill-sets
and his ability to outwit a batsman
in a mere “five seconds” from an
ungainly run-up which isn’t
exactly a critic’s delight.

“He (Bumrah) is probably
India’s first fast bowler, who
checks the wind speed and
wind direction rather than
how much grass has been
left on the track. This

thing used to be the art of Pakistanis, we
used to know how you could play with
the wind," Akhtar said on YouTube
channel “Sports Today”.

He then cited example of how the
two Ws and him used to read the

wind speeds during their heydays.
“We used to actually (do

that), me, Wasim bhai and
Waqar bhai, we used to note the
wind speed and direction, look
the wind is blowing from that
corridor, okay I might get
reverse from that end,” he
said.

“We knew mechanics and
aero dynamics of fast bowling,

how much swing and at what time
of the day. This is my assumption that
Bumrah knows these sort of things

which I hardly think other fast bowlers know
these sort of things,” Akhtar added.

For Akhtar, post Mohammed Asif and
Muhammed Aamir, Bumrah is the “smartest
operator” in terms of intelligence.

With his seven-step run-up, Bumrah ter-
rorises the batsman in a matter of five seconds.

“In Bumrah’s world, in those five seconds,
he only visualises the batsman and thinks about
his art of taking wickets.

“He is a great character. He will be the most
unusual but great fast bowler if fitness permits.
If his back remains okay, he will play for a long
time.”

Akhtar loves the manner in which Bumrah
has proved people wrong.

“He has proved people wrong time and
again. The more people were critical of his
ungainly action, he just told them, look boss this
is what I can do with this action.”
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BCCI president and former
India skipper Sourav

Ganguly Saturday suffered a
“mild” heart attack and is under-
going “primary angioplasty” at
a city hospital, doctors said.

The 48-year-old cricket icon
is stable.

“He had an acute myocar-
dial infarction (MI) but is stable
now. He is stable haemody-
namically and has received load-
ing doses of dual anti platelets
and statin.

“Mr Ganguly is undergoing
primary angioplasty now. We
are yet to decide on how many
stent insertion is required for Mr
Ganguly,” a doctor at
Woodlands Hospital said.

A myocardial infarction
(MI), commonly known as a
heart attack, occurs when blood
flow decreases or stops to a part
of the heart, causing damage to
the heart muscle.

According to an earlier
account attributed to a doctor at
the same hospital, he had suf-
fered a cardiac arrest. A sudden
cardiac arrest is when the heart
malfunctions and stops beating
unexpectedly.

A heart attack is a circula-
tion problem and sudden car-
diac arrest is caused due to an
“electrical” issue.

Primary angioplasty, also
called percutaneous coronary
intervention (PCI), is a proce-
dure which treats blockages
within the coronary arteries
and improves blood flow to the
heart.
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Stand-in captain
Muhammad Rizwan

is confident of his team’s
good chance of winning
the second Test in
Christchurch despite reg-
ular skipper Babar Azam
being once again ruled
out as he hasn't yet recov-
ered from his injury.

Babar was again
ruled out of the second
test on Saturday although
he had had a nets session
on Friday.

“Babar is still not
confident 100 percent
that he is fit for the test
match and I know he will
never take a chance
unless he is completely
sure he has full match fit-
ness," Rizwan said on
the eve of the match.

Babar, who sustained
a thumb fracture last
month in Queenstown
during a throw-down,
will return home without
having played a single
match in New Zealand.

In his absence in the

first test, Pakistan put up
a gallant fight but lost the
game in the final session
with just four overs to go
in the match.

“Babar’s absence is a
big blow as he is a key
player but the series is
still not over for us and
we can still win this test
and level the series if we
play well and to our
strength,” Rizwan who
got fighting half cen-
turies in both innings in
the first test said.

The Pakistan team
was unable to train prop-

erly on Saturday due to
rain in Christchurch.

Rizwan said that
after winning the last
match of the T20 series,
Pakistan had gained
some momentum and
they carried it into the
Test series.

“We fought hard in
the first test and the play-
ers are pretty confident
about doing well here as
well,” he said.

“The last match of a
tour is always very
important and we want to
end the tour on a win-

ning note,” he added.
Rizwan confirmed

the team management
was thinking about some
changes in the side but
said this would be decid-
ed later on.

The PCB said Babar
had a full-fledge training
session yesterday but felt
slight pain in his thumb,
following which, the team
management has opted
against taking any risk.

"With a home series
coming up against South
Africa, we didn't want to
take a risk with Babar,” a
team official said.

Team Doctor Dr
Sohail Saleem: “We have
seen improvement in
Babar Azam's injury but
he is yet to fully recover.
He is our captain and the
most important batsman
in the lineup, so we do
not want to take any risk.”

“The medical team is
constantly reviewing his
injury and we are hope-
ful he will be available for
the home series against
South Africa.”
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Senior opener Rohit Sharma
was appointed the vice-

captain of the Indian Test
team for the first time in
his career, replacing
Cheteshwar Pujara,
who was entrusted with
the responsibility for
the Boxing Day Test in
Melbourne.

After regular captain
Virat Kohli went on paterni-
ty leave after the first Test in
Adelaide, Pujara was named
Ajinkya Rahane's deputy for the
second match. However, it is
learnt that the team manage-
ment was always clear that
once Rohit is fit and able to
join the squad, he will be
Rahane’s deputy.

“There was never an iota
of doubt about who will be
India’s vice-cap-
tain once
Virat takes
a break
a n d
Ajinkya is
elevated. It
was always going to be
Rohit and Pujara was just a
stop-gap arrangement till

the former joined the squad,” a
senior official privy to the devel-

opment told PTI on conditions
of anonymity.

“Rohit has been
India’s long-time white
ball vice-captain, so it
was only imperative
that in Virat’s absence,

he will be a part of the
team’s leadership group,”

the official added.
It is still not clear

whether Rohit will
prefer opening
the innings
a l o n g s i d e
Shubman Gill,
with Mayank
Agarwal being
dropped from
the playing
eleven due to
his prolonged
bad patch, or
bat in the
middle-order
in place of
H a n u m a
Vihari,  who
looks like a
certain casu-
alty in terms

of team combi-
nation.
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just come together like 2007-08
'Monkey Gate' controversy when
Andrew Symonds had claimed
that Harbhajan Singh had abused
him racially.

As per protocol, players are
allowed to eat out in outdoor set-
tings, following social distancing
norms.

“The BCCI and CA are inves-
tigating the matter and seeking to
determine whether the outing
constitutes a breach of bio-securi-
ty protocols.”

The isolation protocols were
put in place after consulting with
medical teams.

“. . .On the advice of the
Australian and Indian medical
teams, the aforementioned players
have been placed in isolation as a
precaution.

“This will include separating
the group of players from the
broader Indian and Australian
squads when travelling and at the
training venue,” CA further stated.

It is understood that as per bio-
security protocols provided by
Cricket Australia, players are not
just barred from indoor restaurants
but they are also not supposed to
avail any public transport. They
are, however, allowed a walk
around the cities where they are
playing.

Cricket Australia’s statement
doesn't specify any time-frame
for the investigation but it has been
learnt that the Indian team is not
amused by the turn of events.

India and Australia are
engaged in a four-Test series right
now and the third match is due to
start on January 7 in Sydney.

“The players were standing
outside the restaurant and due to

drizzle, they had gotten inside. If
this is a way of trying to unsettle
the team before the third Test, it's
a bad ploy by Cricket Australia,” a
senior BCCI official told PTI.

Rohit had recently completed
14 days of hard quarantine in
Sydney and started training in
Melbourne only a couple of days
back.

The players will be permitted
to train in accordance with the
protocols that have been put in
place.

Asked if Cricket Australia
could disallow the three players
(Rohit, Pant and Gill) from taking
part in the next Test, the official
said: “Firstly, they are allowed to
train. Secondly, I don’t think it will
come to that as then there could be
adverse implications.”

Earlier, a senior Indian crick-
et board official told PTI that the
visiting contingent is "well aware"
of the COVID-19 protocols and
had not violated any of them.

“No, there has been no breach
in bio-security protocols. Everyone
associated with the Indian team is
well aware of the protocols,” the
senior BCCI official had said in the
morning.

“We can only term it as a mali-
cious spin by a section of Australian
media and this has started after their
humiliating defeat,” he added. India
crushed Australia by eight wickets
in the second Test in Melbourne,
making an incredible comeback
days after the debacle in the four-
match series opener in Adelaide.

The bio-security bubbles have
been put in place to ensure that the
players are not affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic that has
gripped the world for months now,
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Leading India players, includ-
ing Jemimah Rodrigues,

Veda Krishnamurthy and
Deepti Sharma, will be taking
part in a club T20 tournament
in Bengaluru from Monday
even as uncertainty continues
over the team's next internation-
al assignment amid the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Team has not played since
the T20 World Cup in March
and there is no clarity over its
next fixture with the Australia
tour, scheduled to be held later
this month, postponed to 2022.
There is also no final word yet
on the women’s domestic season.

The tournament, compris-
ing four teams, will run from
January 4-12 and has been
organised to commemorate the
Golden Jubilee of the Falcon
Sports Club. The other India
players participating in the tour-
nament include Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, Punam Raut, Radha
Yadav, Vanitha V R, Nuzhat
Parveen, Anuja Patil.
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South Korea forward Son
Heung-min scored his 100th
Tottenham goal in a 3-0 win

over Leeds that hauled his team back
into the Premier League title race on
Saturday.

Son grabbed the second goal for
Jose Mourinho’s side after Harry
Kane’s penalty had opened the
scoring at the Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium.

Reaching his century of
Tottenham goals was a landmark
moment for Son, who is the 18th

player to score 100 in all competi-
tions for the north London club and
the first from outside the United
Kingdom and Ireland.

Since arriving from Bayer
Leverkusen in 2015, the 28-year-old
has established himself as one of
Tottenham’s key players and main-
taining his fine form will be key to
their hopes of pushing for the title.

Toby Alderweireld scored
Tottenham’s third goal as they
climbed to third place.

The only frustration for
Mourinho was a stoppage-time red
card for Matt Doherty after the

Republic of Ireland right-back
received a second booking.

Having ended their disappoint-
ing run of four league games with-
out a win, Tottenham moved with-
in four points of leaders Liverpool,
who play Southampton on Monday.

The victory was especially wel-
come after Tottenham were forced
to criticise Erik Lamela, Sergio
Reguilon and Giovani Lo Celso after
the trio were pictured breaching
coronavirus rules by attending a
large Christmas party.

The Spurs stars’ behaviour came
just days after Mourinho was criti-

cal of the Premier League for call-
ing off their match against Fulham
due to an outbreak of the virus
among the Cottagers’ squad.

Lamela was not named in the
squad on Saturday, while Reguilon
was on the bench and Lo Celso was
out injured.

Leeds made a vibrant start and
Ezgjan Alioski shot into the side-
netting after a flowing move prised
open the Tottenham defence.

Moments later, Jack Harrison’s
cutback was blocked by Matt
Doherty and Mateusz Klich fired the
loose ball over from close range.

Pat r i c k
Bamford should
have done better
than head
Raphinha’s cross
over from six yards
out.

But Tottenham
finally steadied their
nerves and took the
lead in the 29th minute.

Steven Bergwijn got
behind Alioski and
went to ground after
contact on the edge of

the Leeds area.
VAR decided the offence had

taken place just inside the box and
Kane stepped up to dispatch the
penalty for his 17th goal of the sea-
son.

Kane wasted a chance to dou-
ble Tottenham's advantage when he
slashed wide from a good position.

Bergwijn fared no better after
Ben Davies picked him out with just
Leeds keeper Illan Meslier to beat.

Leeds nearly equalised when
Harrison’s curler from the edge of
the area flashed over.

Yet Son ensured his team-
mates’ misses wouldn’t be costly as
he increased the lead with his 15th
goal of the season in the 43rd
minute.

Once again, it was Kane who
linked up with his attacking part-
ner to deadly effect as his perfect-
ly-weighted cross picked out Son,
who guided a clinical finish past
Meslier from 10 yards.

It was the 13th time Kane and
Son had combined for a goal this
term, equalling the Premier League
record set by Alan Shearer and
Chris Sutton for Blackburn in
1994-95.

Tottenham put the result
beyond doubt in the 50th
minute.

Meslier has been the guilty
party on several occasions
when Leeds have conceded
this season.

The French keeper was
caught out again when
Alderweireld headed Son’s
corner through his weak
attempted save as the ball
trickled just over the line.

With just seconds left,
Doherty was dismissed

after catching Pablo
Hernandez with a

late tackle.
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Lionel Messi is fighting fit
after his festive break and

overcoming an ankle injury,
and he's expected to be
involved in Barcelona’s trip to
bottom-placed Huesca on
Sunday.

“Messi is in good shape, he
trained on December 30 and
31, even when his teammates
had days off, and he’s not feel-
ing any discomfort anymore,”
Koeman said Saturday, accord-
ing to Reuters.

“He’s ready, he’s feeling
happy and very determined,
and that's very important for
us.” Messi flew back from
Argentina on Tuesday and was
immediately in attendance at
the Camp Nou when Barcelona
drew 1-1 with Eibar.

The 33-year-old has scored
seven and assisted once in 14
La Liga appearances, and he's
added four goals and three
assists in four Champions
League outings. His contract in
Catalonia expires at the end of
the season.
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Mauricio Pochettino was officially named
the new coach of French champions Paris

Saint-Germain on Saturday following the
sacking of Thomas Tuchel.

PSG announced on its website that former
Tottenham manager Pochettino had signed a
contract until June 30, 2022 with an option for
an additional year.

The 48-year-old Argentine was the only
name in the frame to take over at the club
where he played from 2001 to 2003 after PSG
abruptly ended Tuchel's involvement on
December 24, reportedly for comments viewed
as critical of the Qatari owners.

"This club has always held a special place
in my heart. I have wonderful memories, espe-
cially of the unique atmosphere of the Parc des
Princes," Pochettino said in the PSG statement.

"I return to the club today with a lot of
ambition and humility, and am eager to work
with some of the world's most talented play-
ers," Pochettino said, adding he would do his
utmost "to give our team the combative and
attacking playing identity that Parisian fans

have always loved."
His priority will be to sate the Qatari-

backed club's quest for Champions League
glory.

Tuchel, who oversaw the club's first ever
Champions League final appearance last sea-
son, guided Neymar and company into the
knock-out stages this season before being axed.

Pochettino's first major test will be the
Champions League last-16 away leg at
Barcelona next month.

Pochettino will take charge of his first
match next Saturday at Saint-Etienne as Ligue
1 resumes after the winter break with PSG one
point off the leaders in third.

Then, on February 16, he will be plotting
the downfall of his compatriot Lionel Messi's
Barcelona at the Camp Nou, with the return
leg on March 6.

Like Tuchel, Pochettino was sacked after
leading Spurs to their first ever appearance in
a Champions League final, against Liverpool
in 2019.

Although he has yet to win any silverware
the former PSG defender's stock is high in
managerial circles. 
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Rangers took a giant step
towards ending a decade-

long wait for the Scottish
Premiership title after victo-
ry over 10-man Celtic moved
them a staggering 19 points
ahead of their rivals.

Steven Gerrard's side
made it three derby wins on
the spin thanks to Callum
McGregor's own goal after
Nir Bitton was sent off for the
Hoops for a challenge on
Alfredo Morelos.

It leaves Neil Lennon’s
men, who still have three
games in hand, with a moun-
tain to climb in their quest for
an historic 10th consecutive
league title. Celtic had dom-
inated until referee Bobby
Madden showed Bitton a
straight red card just after the
hour but were denied by the
outstanding Allan McGregor
and later made to pay by the
only goal of the game.

The victory maintained
Rangers’ perfect home record

in the league with 11 wins as
Celtic suffered their first away
domestic defeat in more than
a year.

It was an emotional day at
Ibrox as both sides paid trib-
ute to the 66 Rangers fans
who lost their lives on the
50th anniversary of the Ibrox
Disaster.

Once the action got under
way it was the visitors who
started on the front foot and
the pick of McGregor’s saves
was a stunning fingertip save
to touch a Leigh Griffiths shot
onto the post.

But it was Rangers who
grabbed a huge three points
with the only goal of the
game coming when James
Tavernier’s   corner was
deflected in off Celtic skipper
McGregor after Joe Aribo
knocked it onto him.

��������
Celtic boss Neil Lennon

has labelled Rangers 'ordi-
nary' despite his side losing 1-
0 in the Old Firm derby.

Lennon is under pres-
sure with his Celtic side strug-
gling to live with the pace
being set by Rangers.

The former Leicester
midfielder believes Rangers

were ordinary throughout the
match at Ibrox.

He said: "Our goalkeeper
had nothing to do today.

"We felt a goal was com-
ing up until the red card

which changed the course of
the game.

"I believe Allan McGregor
got man of the match so that
sums up our performance
today, we didn't have the
luck.

"Rangers have had their
luck over the piece, you get
that here and there, but I'm
not going to criticise the play-
ers for that performance.

"They were outstanding
today and we made them
look very ordinary today.

"We were by far superior
and just needed the finishing
touch really. We thought it
would come the longer the
game goes on, they would tire.

"They get a huge break
with the goal and with the
sending off."

Meanwhile, Rangers boss
Gerrard also accepted his
side were not good enough,
especially in the first half.

He explained: "It's anoth-
er big three points, it's anoth-
er clean sheet and I'm really
proud of the team.
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Barcelona midfielder Philippe Coutinho has undergone left
knee surgery and will be sidelined for “around three months,”

the club revealed on Saturday.
The 28-year-old Brazilian required the operation to mend

a torn meniscus after he limped off the pitch late in Tuesday's
home draw with Eibar.

That 1-1 stalemate left Ronald Koeman’s side in sixth in La
Liga, 10 points behind leaders Atletico Madrid.

Coutinho, who joined Barcelona three years ago from
Liverpool but was loaned to Bayern Munich last season, joins
Koeman's list of long-term absentees which includes Ansu Fati
and Gerard Pique, both also sidelined with knee injuries.
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2020 has been a year of cancelled
trips and missed experiences. The
New Year is here and we can’t wait

to talk about what is on the horizon.
2020 has been a year like no other and
while much has been said about the
adversity, positive news around the vac-
cine rollout has also uplifted spirts help-
ing all see a glimmer of hope. 

The pandemic has been a shape-
shifting event when it comes to con-
sumer behaviour and preferences.
Sifting the travel search and booking
data on MakeMyTrip over the last nine
months, here are the definitive trends
that will shape how Indians are going
to travel, come 2021.

Revenge travel on bucket list:
Revenge is a dish best served cold and
after having been left out in the cold for
almost one full year — expect travellers
hit the road with a vengeance. Travel is
on top of mind as people look at mak-
ing a fresh start. Searches on our plat-
form related to travel destinations and
activities reaffirm that travel may have
slowed down but travel planning has
been on in full swing for travel dates as
far out as fall of next year. People are
going to spend time and effort planning
their excursions for future travel in 2021
relying on platforms that provide trea-
sure trove of information and booking
choices.

Rise of slow, immersive travel: The
one thing that this year has taught us
is to slow down and somewhat appre-
ciate an unhurried life. So be it a work-
ation, staycation or a weekend getaway,
travellers are gravitating towards fuller
and richer immersive travel experiences
that allow them to connect, explore and
unwind. More and more people will
prefer travel that balances their itiner-
ary with a languid pace affording them
the time to explore more while elimi-
nating the stress of rushing around
many places to tick the boxes.

More takers for premium stays &
non-hotels: Safety and hygiene have
emerged as the new comfort and lux-
ury in travel. The traditional in-stay
checklist has now made way for ques-
tions like — does the stay ensure ade-
quate social distancing, is there a pri-
vate kitchen, can I have an extra room
for help or support staff and so on. Post-
COVID, travellers are looking for
more control over their stay – leading
many to opt for higher category hotels,
premium homestays, independent vil-
las and non-hotels that promise com-
fort of a vacation while meeting addi-

tional requirements. So, if in 2019, one
in every two Indian traveller was
thinking of booking an alternative
accommodation property (results from
the survey conducted by MakeMyTrip’s

Consumer Insights team in October
2019), come 2021 more Indians than
ever will be booking villas, homestays,
vacation rentals and non-hotels for their
travel.

Weekend getaways to become
the new weekend goals: Urban Indians
were just warming up to the idea of
weekend breaks in recent years but the
pandemic seems to have flipped the
switch for good. More and more
Indians have tasted the fun of quick get-
aways during the pandemic induced
travel restrictions and this travel habit
is all set to become the norm. On
MakeMyTrip we have seen a 70 per cent
recovery in the short-haul leisure trav-
el segment.

Contactless travel a reality: Post
the pandemic, the travel and hospital-
ity industry has made significant efforts
to boost confidence among travellers by
making services contactless as far as
possible. 

From contactless check-in at air-
ports and hotels; to ordering food and
beverages and concierge services at
hotels online, contactless offerings are
becoming a norm more than an excep-
tion. In parallel, travellers are also
warming up to the idea of using con-
tactless services and also building
appreciation for the tech-rich experi-
ences that promise travel safety, upfront. 

� What is your role in Coolie No 1?
I play Anjali, Sara’s sister. Our
father, played by Paresh Rawal,

is looking for the  richest
of the

rich husbands for us. Then we go on a
trip with Raju and then the entertain-
ment follows. You will have to watch the
film to know the rest of it.
� What attracted you towards the role?

The fact that she was in the
Coolie No 1 and David Dhawan’s

universe and also that she
dances on Husnn Hai

Suhaana ,  one of my
favourite songs. 
� Any memories from
the sets?

I remember with
Husnn Hai Suhaana,
Varun kept changing
the steps because we
wanted to make it more
fun and also because

the song is so fantastic.
I was nervous for the

first 15 minutes and then I
got into the nerve and gave

my suggestions as well. It was
a lot of fun shooting for that song,

it is like a dream come true moment for
me.

Also, to get the chance to share the
screen with people I have admired my
whole life like Paresh Rawal, Johnny
Lever, Jaaved Jaaferi and Rajpal sir was
epic. The final work with David Sir, who
has collaborated with my father so many
times, was just fantastic.
� An advice given by your father that
helped you on the way?

Yes, he has always been there to give
me great advice, both of my parents have.
He has always been supportive. He has
always told me to have fun, keep your
head down, keep working, make good
friends while you are at it, don’t take
yourself too seriously and stay ground-
ed. This is the blanket advice that he has
always given me. For this film, he just
told me to have fun and that’s exactly
what I did.
� Has there been a role that you turned
down?

I have always said no to a one

dimensional character that was offered
to me in the past quite a few times. It was
of a fat girl and that’s all that there was
to the character. She is either hungry or
horny. These characters just don’t excite
me as an actor and there’s a lot more to
me than just being a fat girl. This indus-
try, by the way, has always been kind to
me and I have been able to find oppor-
tunities that challenge me as an actor.
� What has been your take away from
the industry in all these years?

There are some great people around.
Make the most of your time when you
are on the sets of films, have fun, just
observe people, take notes since there is
so much to learn every second when you
are here in the industry.
� What’s there in the pipeline?

All my attention is directed towards
Coolie No 1. Also, there is some amaz-
ing work coming up. I am going back on
stage and once the official announce-
ments are made, I will let everyone know
about it.

� What is your latest song about?
The song is about my own life experiences. It is important

to be a bit crazy to make it big in life. I have been a crazy per-
son when it comes to making decisions and breaking barriers.
In this sense, it is important to be crazy and hence the title of
the song as well.
� From a Bachelor's in Journalism, how did you end up a
singer?

It was a crazy decision on my part. One day I got a call from
Raftaar bhai when I was working in advertising; a profession that
I had decided to pursue. He asked me to reach the studio to dub
my first Bollywood song. I took a leap of faith and left every-
thing behind, didn’t look back and got into singing.
� Your father is a musician. What made you pursue journal-
ism then?

I had seen my dad struggle as a musician. I had seen so many
others in his field waiting for the correct opportunity. I, there-
fore, wanted a stable job. This was my outlook when I would talk
about my career graph. I loved advertising; I had learnt graph-
ic designing and getting into creatives. But I suppose destiny had
something else in mind. When I got this opportunity to sing, I
don’t know what happened. I just grabbed the opportunity. I
couldn’t say no to it.
� Did you train in music?

Yes, partially. I wanted to learn and follow music for myself.
Hence learn piano till Class IV; I have learnt classical music and
western as well. But this was on and off all through growing up.
� How did you end up collaborating with Sony Music India?

I have been with them for the last six years; that is when I
signed up with them. All my big projects have been on it; it is
like family to me.
� The year 2020 was tough for almost all artists. Was it the same
for you?

Yes, it has been tough. We are used to travelling and going
out and being out there in the world. It has been a draining —
emotionally and financially. Most of our income is based on the
live shows that we do. Doing these is still not back on track. But
I tried and made use of this time to my advantage and reinvent-
ed myself; I started penning down songs and tried my hand at
production too.
� How did you get your first break?

The first was Dhup Chik for Fugly. Like I said, I got a call from
Raftaar bhai. I was not sure if it was a Bollywood song. I was just
an ordinary person doing my advertising job. I knew it is not easy
to get a break into Bollywood. But this song just came my way.
While the first break was easy, the struggle started after this. I
left my job and it was a fresh start. I was clueless where to go and
what to do. It was hard work to get my single debut released. DJ
Wale Babu happened due to Badshah bhai. He was introduced
to me by Raftaar bhai. Abhi Toh Party, I dubbed and started trav-
elling with Badshah bhaiyya. The struggle was to do better. We
tried cracking the benchmark and couldn’t find anything. Then
Buzz happened and it launched me as a solo pop singer.
� Is this the reason behind Crazy Lady — to be at the top all
the time?

I would not say I am at the top. I have still many miles to go
before I am anywhere near the top. But yes, I am proud of this
song because I have penned the song as well with Charan and
Kanika.
� What kind of music do you like to listen to?

I listen to all kinds of music — Punjabi. Hindi. Hip-hop, Blues,
English and Bollywood. It completely depends on my mood. I
draw my inspiration from whether people will be able to relate
to the song we pen down.
� What next?

I have a few collaborations that I am working on. I have a
release lined-up. My next step is to explore genres and not be
labeled as a party song singer.
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In India, over 1,50,000 people died on
the roads in 2019. While the number
was less in 2020, owing largely to the
Coronavirus pandemic, what, in your
view, are the main reasons for such a

high number of road deaths? Would you
say that with the Motor Vehicles
Amendment Act, the situation has
improved of late? Are people driving
better? 

It is indeed a matter of grave concern
for the country. It is true that a lot many
people die in India due to road acci-

dents. In my view, there are four rea-
sons for such high road deaths:

The first is poor road engineer-
ing — primarily wrong designs. We
have identified these as “black
spots”. So far, we have been able
to fix nearly 1,200-1,250 black
spots. There is still a list of about
3,000 black spots on the National
Highways waiting to be fixed, and
to improve those, we have made
two policies/plans. A plan of
�7,000 crore has been approved
by Asian Development Bank and
another �7,000 crore has been
granted by the World Bank. 

In this, the Indian
Government will contribute 50 per

cent. All of this money would be used
to fix the black spots or the accident spots. 
For the new roads, care has been taken to

incorporate the best road engineering, one
that includes a lot of preventive measures.
Underpasses, bridges and signals have been
designed keeping in account multiple
cross-sections of roads. We have studied
this issue a lot and very carefully and
improved upon it.

Two, after a road accident, immediate
medical help is required. On this front,
we have tried to provide medical vans
immediately and saved several lives. Now
we are trying to build helipads on road-
sides (based on suggestions that this
would expedite the help extended to the
injured), so they can be shifted quickly
to the hospitals and more lives can be
saved. Emergency services certainly is
the second most important aspect for
us.

The third “issue” (if I may call it
that) is that of education (or lack of
it). It is important that proper edu-
cation be imparted on the rules of
the road. For this, beginning with
the primary classes, we are trying
to inculcate a sense of discipline
and respect for the rules of the
road in the younger generation. 

Earlier, such messages were
put across to people by way of

inculcating fear of the law rather
than respect for it. We have in the

recent past roped in Bollywood celebrities
such as Shah Rukh Khan and Akshay Kumar,

to share the message of road safety and impor-
tance of following road rules. These campaigns
were carried out on big platforms in order to
widen their outreach and create more awareness
among the masses.

The fourth aspect is enforcement. As you might
be aware, for the first time, we studied the vehicle
rules of seven-eight countries across the globe (with
the help of the World Bank) and came up with a mod-

ern Act (which has since been ratified by Parliament).
Owing to this, rigorous implementation of the laws and

rules is being carried out, and we have incorporated an
intelligent traffic system for road safety. For example, if a
car crosses a red signal, the camera will immediately
capture a photo and the fine slip would be sent directly
to your house.

So while we are consistently working on all four
aspects, I must share that much more is being thought of
and planned at the Government level to make the roads
safer for our public. We all are very sensitive to this issue. 

The number of fatalities in the age group of 18-35 is
more than 60 per cent. By way of such accidents, we lose

about three per cent of the nation’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP). And this is no small number.

With help from the World Bank, Tamil
Nadu’s incumbent Government has done com-
mendable work in this area and reduced the
number of accidents and casualties by 25 per
cent. However, one thing stands true: Due to
Covid-19, the on-road traffic was light and, nat-
urally, the number of accidents has reduced to a
large extent. 

Despite the current scenario, sincere
attempts have been made in this direction by the
Tamil Nadu and other State Governments in
which the National Highways, state highways,
district roads and city highways are under the
scanner. We have started working on various
projects at different levels to increase awareness.
Recently, a road safety council was also set up.
We are working on this very seriously.

We had set our sights on reducing accidents
and deaths by 50 per cent in the next 30 years. I
made this declaration in Stockholm, asserting
India’s commitment to make our roads safer and
accident-free. We will definitely reduce accidents
and deaths by 50 per cent before 2024. This is
my belief. We and all other stakeholders are
working very seriously and speedily to achieve
this end. 

Also, due to the new Act, the control over
rule violators has increased. The punishments
have become more severe, the amount of fines
has increased and automobile engineering has
also seen a lot of improvement. I have asked the
automobile manufacturers to put in airbags even
in economy models. Overall, I feel that the
results in the forthcoming years will be good
and we are sensitive towards this issue.

One of the best things to have happened is
the help given to the Government by the media,
both electronic and print, in spreading aware-
ness and putting out the importance of this issue
in the public domain. It has received good
response, too.

Sir, you just spoke on need for better road
safely education. Due to the pandemic, shared
mobility services like Uber and Ola have been
hit and various new drivers and aggregators
have emerged. How do you plan to educate
these people? Even in schools, do you think
driving training should be given and included
in the syllabus? How do you get the new dri-
vers to follow it?

There is a shortage of about 22 lakh drivers
in our country. The Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship has also
made some plans and policies, but there still
remains a vast shortage of drivers. I have decid-
ed that I will not allow driverless cars to enter
India because our country is poor and driving
provides a source of employment.

While on this issue, let me tell you that our
plans were stayed by the Tamil Nadu High Court
so we couldn’t go ahead. There are about 100-
150 driving schools in our country, whereas we
need about 2,000 driving schools. These driving
schools have to come up primarily not in big
cities like Mumbai, Delhi or Pune but in
tribal/backward areas where the socially and
economically backward people live; places which
are poor and aspiring districts, where there is no
employment... 

I am happy to announce that we now have a
new plan. In this plan, there is provision for dri-
ving training schools. During my tenure, I aim
to open at least 1,000 driving training schools
across the country. We have already prepared a
scheme for this. We will not only back every
such school, we would also help set up new
institutes, which would also provide the fitness
and pollution certificates. To achieve that certain
machines are also being procured. This is being
done to lower the pollution levels on the one
hand and to generate new employment even in
the private sector, on the other. This is the
attempt we are making and now the new rules
will hasten the process.
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The last question about road
safety is that recently there was
a lot of controversy about the

Global NCAP test in which various
popular cars failed but India’s own
manufactures — Mahindra and Tata
— performed very well. As Bharat
NCAP is set to start from this year,
do you think the cars will now
become safer and would you want to
say anything about the Global NCAP
results?

Here, I’d like to share that India’s
public transport system definitely
needs to be strengthened. In our
country, more than 18 crore vehicles
have been registered. Given the grow-
ing number of cars owned per family,
parking issues are increasingly grow-
ing, especially in the big cities. 

So, we are trying to encourage
people to switch to public transport by
offering great connectivity (for
instance, from Mumbai to Pune and
Mumbai to Nashik). We also plan to
introduce double-decker AC buses,
with economy class at the lower level
and executive class at the upper. Just
as in flights, food and beverages will
be provided on board and these buses
will run on bio-fuel.

In some of the hill regions, besides
ropeways and cable cars, funicular
railways are being planned. These take
less time to build and cause much less
pollution. We are also making the E-
highways electric. The Mumbai-Delhi
highway is being built at a cost of �1
lakh crore and 30-40 per cent work
has already been accomplished. This
highway will be completed in about
two years and people will be able to
travel from one metro to the other in
about 12 hours. A pilot project for this
is in the works. 

We are trying to introduce various
innovative technologies. For instance,
for the very first time in our country,
we have initiated a project in Nagpur
which has received approval from rail-
ways, the Maharashtra Government
and the Urban Affairs Ministry. It is
called Broad Gauge Metro. As against
�350 crore per km that is being spent to
build a Metro line, the Broad Gauge
Metro would cost only �5 crore per km
to build. We have made use of the exist-
ing broad gauge and made an eight-
boxed Broad Gauge Metro which will
run from Gondia to Nagpur, Nagpur to
Amravati, Amravati to Narkhed and
from Narkhed to Nagpur, then from
Nagpur to Chandrapur to Ramtek.

This entire 850-900 km broad
gauge line is being used to replace the
standard gauge with eight-boxed
broad gauge double-decker in which
passengers can sit on both the upper
and lower levels. It will have an AC
first class chair car and a second class
chair car. In addition, there will be
one box for milk, fruits and vegetables
and one box for restaurants. It will
work just like an airline. This Broad
Gauge Metro will travel at the speed
of about 160km/hr as compared to
our passenger car which has the speed
of about 40km/hr and express which
goes at 60km/hr.

To put it in straightforward terms,
this Broad Gauge Metro will replace
passenger cars on Delhi to Chandi-
garh and Delhi to Jaipur route and the
travellers would be able to book a seat
for themselves just as they do for air-
lines. This would fetch the Govern-
ment good revenue and cut down on
our losses, and people would be able
to travel more comfortably. The dis-

tance of 250 km would be covered in
two hours straight. 

The Metro will stop at every sta-
tion for about a minute and then
quickly gain speed. This technology is
also in place and we have worked a lot
on it. Basically, public transport on
electricity is much more beneficial for
people from the perspectives of pollu-
tion, ticket cost and safety.

I would also like to share that
recently, we made a jalmarg on River
Ganga — from Varanasi to Haldia and
from Prayagraj to Varanasi. And now
we have given a proposal to the World
Bank for a similar project on River
Yamuna from Delhi to Mathura,
Mathura to Agra, Agra to Etawah and
from Etawah to Prayagraj. So if we go
on water, decidedly public transport
and waterways are the cheapest. 

Here, I must share that I have ful-
filled my promise as the Transport
Minister to make airplanes land on
water. An amphibious aircraft service
has been launched in Gujarat which
touches down both on water and land.
The day is not far when such amphibi-
ous aircraft will start operating widely
in our country. 

Not just cars, scooters and buses,
but new innovations have been
devised comprising electric buses,
trolley buses, double-decker buses,
public transport running on electrici-
ty, Broad Gauge Metro, amphibious
planes and suchlike to bring about a
transport revolution. I am working
hard with my team to bring about all
the changes in the transport sector.
Hundred new airports are being cur-
rently constructed; naturally dams will
become water ports and rivers will be
used to build a new network which
will reduce accidents, pollution and
expenditure while being sustainable
and comfortable.

You have recently announced high-
way projects specific to the North-
east. Can you tell us a bit more
about that connect in the remote
areas?

In the Northeast, we are currently
working on projects worth about �1
lakh crore. We are building six bridges
on the Brahmaputra river and, in many
places of Arunachal Pradesh, Megha-
laya and Tripura, we have put in a lot of
work to create good road network.
India is changing and so is the North-
east. Even in Jammu & Kashmir, we are
building tunnels at a cost of �11,000
crore. Work on Zoji La has started and
the road to Mansarovar is almost 85 per
cent complete. 

There have been some issues
regarding the Char Dham project fol-
lowing the Supreme Court verdict
which I feel will be resolved soon. In
the Northeast, we are making a num-
ber of bridges on the Brahmaputra
river and several roads are coming up
in the backward areas.

I am greatly inspired by a quote by
American President John F Kennedy
which states: “American roads are not
good because America is rich, but
America is rich because American
roads are good.” Roads bring prosperi-
ty and now Arunachal, Meghalaya,
Tripura, Manipur, all have good roads. 

To move on to MSMEs, now that
Aatmanirbhar Bharat being our big
slogan, what plans or policies have
been made to benefit the MSMEs in
bringing in and conducting busi-
nesses?

The idea of Aatmanirbhar Bharat
is that India must be turned into a
happy, prosperous, strong and No. 1
global economy, and to do this we
have to reduce our imports and
increase our exports. We have to
upgrade our technologies and our pri-
mary aim should be to prepare and
produce in India whatever things we
import today. Without compromising
on the quality, we have to reduce the
production costs, power costs, labour
costs and logistic costs. These factors
make for the basis of our work in sec-
tor. 

The best example for this is that
our automobile sector is in talks for
electric cars, electric buses, electric
two-wheelers, electric trucks, so slow-
ly ethanol, methanol, biodiesel, bio
CNG, electric, hydrogen fuels are
coming into India and, through these,
a major change is underway in the
MSME sector. 

I believe that in the future, we will
definitely become a large exporting
economy. The sector currently con-
tributes 30 per cent to our GDP but
we will soon increase that to about 40
per cent. Our country’s total export
owing to MSMEs is 48 per cent and
we plan to increase that to 60 per cent.
We have created 11 crore jobs in the
past five years and we are attempting
to create 5 crore new jobs.

Our village industry has a
turnover of �80,000 crore and, in two
years, we aim to increase it to �5 lakh

crore. For this we have identified sec-
tors, tool rooms, technology centres,
new innovations for skilled workers
and designs. I believe that in the com-
ing times, this sector will become the
backbone of development and econo-
my. And our attempts, including the
packages handed out by the Prime
Minister, will be used. I feel that posi-
tive results will be seen in the next
two years. 

In the interim, our GDP had fallen
for a while but there has been a signif-
icant rise in this quarter and slowly
there will be a rise in every quarter.
Currently, due to Covid-19, we are in
a lot of trouble, even our economy has
faced a lot of challenges but soon we
will defeat the virus and will be a
developing economy going forward.

You have been talking about FDI
which has also been affected by the
pandemic. So is there a plan or poli-
cy in place to fix this?

On a large scale, we are trying to
take MSMEs towards the stock mar-
ket. We have done funding of �20,000
crore and the MSMEs which have a
good turnover, which file income tax
returns and have a good track record,
besides maintaining a good bank and
GST record, we will rate them and
when they go to the capital market,
they will be awarded with 15 per cent
by the Indian Government. That is
our policy and work has already start-
ed on this front.

In our country, insurance econo-
my, pension economy and share econ-
omy is fairly lagging in comparison to
the world, so if we go into stock mar-
ket, it will really benefit the MSMEs.
Besides, if the various MSMEs, which
are earning profits and exporting
material, go into the capital market,
public money will definitely be
involved. A very good aspect in all of
it is that, now when we deposit money
in the banks we get low interest, but
we will slowly ask people to invest in
MSME shares so that the share value
increases along with the return value.
With all these attempts, I am hopeful
that a positive impact will be seen
within a year.

A bit about the FASTag system that
comes into place soon...

Till now, the FASTag system is
about 75 per cent complete and from
February 15, 2021, FASTag would be
mandatory for all. Everyone would
have to go through FASTag only, so
there will be seamless traffic. In time,
you won’t even see toll booths, there
will only be cameras which will scan
your vehicle details when you enter. A
photo will be clicked at the point of
exit and that amount of toll will be
deducted from your bank account.
This entire system would be seamless
and will be operative in the country in
about two-three years. Soon, there will
be no need to stop at the toll plazas.

There is a similar system in place in
Portugal…that there is no stoppage,
there is only a card reader, no need
to pay so through this, will the effi-
ciency also increase on the high-
ways?

Our toll income has been �24,000
crore as of now. In spite of Covid-19
travel restrictions and other hiccups,
our estimate is that it will go up to
�34,000 crore. �10,000 crore would
increase owing to the reduction in
thefts and when this system will be
100 per cent operative in the next five
years, the NH toll income will be
more than �1 lakh crore. So this is a
major positive change due to the digi-
tised system; all thefts and loopholes
will be eliminated and there will be a
lot of benefits.

You spoke of intelligent traffic sys-
tem among other things... What do
you think would really improve
through better technology, traffic
behaviour and management? 

Technology has the power to
impact a lot of lives. What we do need
to do is change people’s mindset and
behaviour. There has to be fear as well
as respect towards the law and the law
must be followed. For this, education
not just in schools but also public
education, is very important in which
the road safety council would include
NGOs, educational institutes, univer-
sities, newspaper organizations and
the media. 

With the help of all these, public
campaigns will be launched to make
people aware of both technology and
changing people’s mindset and behav-
ior. Even students and children —
basically all future citizens — are also
being educated in this aspect. When
all the stakeholders make positive
attempts, only then will we get posi-
tive, foreign-like results.

Interview by Kushan Mitra & 
Navneet Mendiratta
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Procrastination is a trait that has
been learnt by us due to techno-
logical advancements over the

years. But in our pursuit for a stable,
promising and illustrious life, moving
ahead after shedding this quality is the
only way out. Mindful decisions and
action are the keys to a successful life.
However, it is easier said than done.
Certain challenges come in our way, of
which some are dependent on the
external factors while others are a part
of our lifestyle. Using corrective mea-
sures to check certain practices that we
follow would certainly help us lead a
life that helps us be at peace. Listing 10
things that would certainly help you
lead your life with much more clarity. 

● Day Dreaming: Dream big and
work big. But that excludes day
dreaming. This process is both time
consuming and emotionally drain-
ing. All you do with daydreaming is
lose out on time that you could
have spent working on your dream. 

● Planning: It is good to think ahead
and be organised but to just keep

planning what is to be done can be
time-consuming. Rather, focus on
action. 

● Waiting for the right time: There
is never the right time and every
time is right. Get up and start
working on what you have in mind.
Be it simple reading or a new pro-
ject, just start working on it and
things will start falling in place. 

● Dwelling in the past: No point cry-
ing over spilt milk. Be here and
now! The more time and energy
you give to the past, the less you’ll
have to propel you into the future. 

● Final Destination: It’s the journey
that matters more than the destina-
tion. There is always room for
improving, learning, excelling as
you go along! 

● Perfection: Perfection is mere illu-
sion. Give what you are doing your
best ability, and then release it out
into the world and see what hap-
pens. Perfection is a myth, it’s only
excellence what one can achieve. 

● Doubt: Doubt and fear of failure
only put you through self-criticism

and impact your growth adversely.
Don’t be afraid of the world out
there, embrace it, it is your world
too! 

● Overthinking: It only creates anxi-
ety in the mind. The mind starts
exploring all the worst-case scenar-
ios and builds up the adrenaline
response (fight, flight or freeze)
which we take as anxiety. 

● Comfort Zone: Do not hesitate to
explore something out of the box.
Make the uncomfortable zone your
comfort zone. You will come back
richer in experience and wiser. 

● Blame game: It is far easier to pin
the blame on others than own up to
one’s faults. Own the mistake,
understand where you went wrong
and then learn and improve. Never
commit the same mistake and don’t
hold others responsible for your
wrong doing. Don’t be afraid of
failure. Take failure as the stepping
stone for success.

The writer is the author of 
Past Dwellers
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The year 2020 had just begun.

While people were engaged in
the New Year’s celebrations, on
January 3, the sad news of the assas-
sination of Major General Qasem
Soleimani, the great commander of
anti-terrorism forces, shocked the
world. US President Donald Trump’s
admission of this act of terror added
to the global bewilderment.

Now, ahead of the first anniver-
sary of the dastardly assassination of
martyr General Soleimani and
Arabaeen or Chehellom (40 days fol-
lowing martyrdom) of martyr
Professor Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, 
people in Iran and around the world
are holding commemoration cere-
monies to pay tribute to these late
Iranian icons. 

Respected both by friends and
foes as a major military tactician,
General Soleimani was the world’s
most talented military figure in the
field of counter-terrorism.

For many people worldwide,
General Qasem Soleimani was an
anti-terror hero, who played a key
role in defeating Daesh (ISIS) in Iraq
and Syria. However, US President
Donald Trump ordered his assassi-
nation in an air strike during his offi-
cial visit to Baghdad and while
being received by the Iraqi authori-
ties at the International Baghdad
Airport. This cowardly terror act was
the biggest gift from the US to tak-
firi terrorism and its supporters.

General Soleimani had played a
major role in defending the region
against Daesh’s terror campaign. As
foreign-backed takfiri outfits raised
their heads in 2014, the late com-
mander emerged as a key strategist
and ingenious commander leading
Iranian military advisers assisting
Syrian and Iraqi troops in battles
against terrorists.

He assisted the Baghdad
Government in operations to retake
the strategic oil-rich city of Tikrit
from Daesh in 2015. General
Soleimani was on the front line of
anti-terrorism operations, from Iraq’s

Mosul to Syria’s Aleppo. The General
also took personal command 
of the battle against takfiri militants
in the Syrian city of Bukamal, locat-
ed in Dayr al-Zawr Province, in
November 2017.

Finally, in November 2017, he
declared the end of Daesh’s territo-
rial rule in a letter addressed to the
leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

The late General’s anti-terror
drive was also beneficial for India’s
national interests. His efforts were
key to the rescue of Indian nation-
als, including a group of 11 Indian
nurses, trapped by Daesh in Iraq. In
fact, from General Soleimani’s point
of view, terrorism recognises no
religion or specific country and it
may take victims from all corners of
the world, irrespective of their reli-
gion, faith or nationality. For this
great man, delivering relief and res-
cue to all people of the world by
fighting against terrorism and
extending support to victims of ter-
ror was a basic principle.

Martyr Soleimani had a humble
and kind face in his encounter and
interactions not only with military
officers but also with the common
people and that is why he was so
popular with the people of region
and many memorial functions were
spontaneously erected to observe his
martyrdom after his sudden demise.
Inside Iran, in his farewell funeral,
millions of people in different cities
poured to the streets to attend this
ceremony. 

Martyr Professor Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh had also an outstand-
ing role in different peaceful scien-
tific projects in Iran, the most recent
example of which is the development
of the first indigenous Covid-19 test
kit and vaccine, which is a great con-
tribution to Iran’s national efforts in
curbing the Covid-19 pandemic and
production of its vaccine at a time
when Iran is under the inhumane,
unjust and unilaterally imposed
sanctions by the United States.

These dastardly acts are com-
mitted against Iran which itself has
so far been at the forefront of the
fight against terrorism in order to
establish and contribute to  peace and
stability in the region and the world
and such acts are a flagrant violation
of international rules and humani-
tarian principles. The US’ criminal
move to target General Soleimani has
once again proved to the people of
the world who is really backing the

terrorists and that the US definition
of terrorism is defined by its self-
interests and is rooted on double
standards. 

It goes without saying that had it
not been for martyr Soleimani’s valu-
able efforts, Daesh would have spread
its rule of terror throughout a wider
part of the region. Curbing of Daesh
also prevented the takfiri terrorists
from causing terror in other parts of
the world, including South Asia. By

giving a severe blow to the foundation
of Daesh, more recruitments for this
terrorist group from other countries
were also prevented. 

To honour the memory of mar-
tyr General Soleimani and pay trib-
ute to all scarifying their lives for the
peace and tranquility in the region
and beyond, the Islamic Republic of
Iran proposes the following: desig-
nation of January 3 as “World
Counter-Terrorism Day” by the

international community and dedi-
cating an annual International
Martyr Soleimani Award to the
heroes of fighting with terror.

Last but not least, it is hoped that
2021 may be a year of peace, tran-
quility, health, prosperity and devel-
opment for the people of our region
and the entire world.

(The writer is the Ambassador of
Iran to India)

The United Kingdom (UK)
has finally left the

European Union (EU). The lat-
est Brexit withdrawal agree-
ment is officially titled the
“Agreement on the Withdrawal
of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern
Island from the European
Union and the European
Atomic Energy Community”.
This historic treaty was con-
cluded between the EU, the
European Atomic Energy
Community (EAEC or
Euratom) and the UK on
January 24, 2020. The three
main signatories of the agree-
ment are: Boris Johnson, the
Prime Minister of the UK, and
Charles Michael and Ursula
von der Leyen for the EU and
the Euratom respectively.

It’s a divorce, a bitter one,
after four and a half years of
hard bargaining accompanied
by high-level diplomatic and
political negotiations since June
23, 2016. The UK officially left
the trading bloc on January 31,
2020, despite the EU being the
nearest and largest trading
partner. What the UK claims is
that decades of tension with the
neighbouring EU member-
nations has been resolved ami-
cably with a deal. Johnson
said, “Having taken back the
control of our money, our bor-
ders, our laws and our waters
by leaving the European Union
by January 31, we now seize
this moment to forge a fantas-
tic relationship with our
European neighbours, based
on free trade and friendly
cooperation”. Further he reit-
erated that “at the heart of this
bill is one of the biggest free
trade agreements in the world”. 

Now only time will tell
whether the implementation of
the deal has been fruitful, and
what the UK could achieve
from the dissociation from the
trading bloc.

For Johnson, signing the
agreement after the lawmakers
from across the board gave
their approval on the trade pact
is a historic moment. It’s a
hard-fought 1,200 pages doc-
ument which landed in

London after receiving the sig-
nature of EU Commission
chief Ursula von der Leyen in
Brussels. 

The lawmakers in the
House of Commons voted 521-
73 in favour of the agreement
sealed between the UK and the
EU a day before the Christmas
eve. 

However, the pro-
Europeans have lamented the
departure of the UK from the
EU. For them, this divorce will
be too expensive and it might
herald a doom for the country.
It is bringing an end to the
seamless trade and decades of
partnership with the EU. But
the vast majority of the MPs in
the British Parliament voice
that despite having all the odds
ahead the post-Brexit, the cur-
rent deal is much better than a
chaotic rupture from the EU.

The EU claims it has
respected the major red lines
between both the signatories of
the agreement. The EU has
finally avoided the hard border

on the island of Ireland. Thus
it has been able to preserve the
four freedoms of its cherished
“single market” which are free
movement of goods, services,
capital and people. The UK gets
its zero tariffs, zero quota
goods trade with the EU that
finally prevents the European
Court of Justice in settling any
trade disputes. On fisheries, the
EU has agreed to give up 25 per
cent of its existing quotas in the
UK waters for a transition
period of five and a half years
after which annual renegotia-
tion will be initiated. However,
the free movement of people
will be hit the hardest ever.

How is Brexit affecting
India’s relations with the UK as
well as the EU? En route to
realise the vision of “Global
Britain”, the relationship
between the UK and India is
turning to be more complex.
Considering the growing
change in the traditional UK-
India ties, then UK Prime
Minister Theresa May had vis-

ited Delhi as early in November
2016. In 2016, the UK was the
fifth largest export partner of
India behind the US, the UAE,
Hong Kong and China. 

However, it accounted for
only 3.3 per cent of total
exports, valued at USD 8.66.
Whereas India’s exports to
other European countries were
almost 16 per cent in the year
the Brexit referendum took
place. And in the import zone,
the UK is not a potential coun-
try for Indian goods. But the
pragmatists say that much
more than the formal export-
import relations, overall bond
between the two nations
depends on investment from
both the countries into each
other and the level of shared
innovation and research pro-
jects carried out by various
entities in either of the nations. 

By the end of the big deal
signed between the EU and the
UK, the bigger concern is
whether it will end the special
relationship between the two.

The provisions relating to trade
in the historic deal are almost
entirely devoted to goods. This
further implies that the agree-
ment has hardly left any space
for services which, in fact,
consists of more than 80 per
cent of Britain’s economy. And
interestingly, this is the fastest
growing area of global exports. 

The major concern is that
the EU is yet to deliver an
equivalence ruling for financial
services regulation. Even if
such regulation is declared, it
can be withdrawn within a
short span of 30 days notice
period. The global and the
European economic experts
say that what is more urgently
required is an EU data ade-
quacy decision to allow free
flow of data, which is there at
the centre of cross-country or
cross-border trade regimes
across the globalised world. 

Another sticky area which
is missing in the deal is the
mutual recognition of qualifi-
cations demanded for profes-

sional services in the EU mem-
ber nations and the UK.

Besides, the new deal has
nowhere mentioned anything
related to foreign policy coop-
eration between the EU and the
UK. It seems the current British
Government has hardly paid
any attention to building a
more robust foreign policy dia-
logue with the EU in the near
future. It has mentioned some
provisions about domestic
security but the experts feel that
Britain will probably have not
much leverage on its access to
the EU security database and
the Europol system of police
like before. Once the deal is
operationalised, the UK will
lose its natural way of using the
European Arrest Warrant
(EAW). This arrest warrant is
valid in all the member coun-
tries of the EU. Once such a
warrant is issued, it demands
other members to arrest and
transfer a criminal or an offend-
er to the issuing nation so that
the detainee can be put on trial.
Such a system of arrest helps
fast-tracking the legal process
and enhances mutual under-
standing and trust among the
EU member countries. Now, of
course, the UK will not have
unhindered rights on this par-
ticular front.

Clearly, what comes into
the immediate picture is the loss
of free movement of the British
citizens across the EU member
nations. This deal will bring
home some travel and work
restrictions in the EU nations
and the existing facilities in
regard to health insurance and
car insurance regime are likely
to be over now. 

Though some kinds of sci-
entific and research collabora-
tions will continue, what hits
hard Britain is its immediate
exclusion from the Galileo
Satellite Positioning Network.
Even the uncertainties hovering
over the participation in the
“Horizon Europe” research
programme is bringing more
disillusionment to the scientif-
ic fraternity of Britain. EU’s next
funding programme for
research and innovation will

run from 2021 to 2027, cover-
ing a proposed budget of 100
billion Euros. The participation
of the scientific community
from Britain in this signature
research project would have
opened much more space for
collaboration, innovation and
trust building in future for an
immediate help, on the event of
any crisis situation. 

Again, the British student
community will also be
dropped from the much-
acclaimed student exchange
programme, called Erasmus
Programme (European Region
Section Scheme for the Mobility
of University Students). It is an
EU-funded programme that
organises student exchange
across all the EU nations.
Unlike the UK, Northern Island
will have full access to the EU
single market and to the
Customs Union. Many experts
opine that the customs and bor-
der checkpoints on the Irish Sea
are going to become future
bone of contention between
Britain and Northern Ireland.

Are we all going to experi-
ence a “Global Britain”?
Succinctly, Boris Johnson will
find it too tough to craft a new
role for Britain. It is better for
him to sustain first as his
country is badly affected by the
Covid-19. Today Britain’s econ-
omy is seriously paralysed. He
must try bringing the country’s
economic powerhouse back
on track. Besides, a pandemic,
accompanied by a looming
trade war between the US and
China is disturbing the global
power calculus. And it’s going
to continue.

“The destiny of this great
country now resides firmly in
our hands,’’ Johnson said
moments after the post-Brexit
trade deal received the Royal
Assent on December 31. It
now depends on how the team
Boris takes the UK forward.
And as the UK started its long
solitary journey on January 1,
2021, the future of the UK lies
in the hands of the Britons.

(The writer is an expert 
on international affairs)
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Iwish the valued readers a healthy and
productive life ahead. This would be
the obvious wish of all, given the dev-

astating experience of the ongoing pan-
demic. It brought the usual run of life to
almost a grinding halt for almost a year,
with more than 79 million people affect-
ed and 1.7 million people dead. Thanks
to improved medical facility, the damage
could be contained at this level, unlike
1918-1920 pandemic, when 50 million
people are said to have lost their lives. As
already indicated in the opening issue of
this column for 2020, line up of 7 planets
on the Solar Eclipse axis on 26th
December, 2019 hold the key to this hap-
pening. Amongst them, Saturn and Ketu,
both carried killing instinct; expansive
Jupiter multiplied it; and deadly Pluto
made it a massive affair. Since no proven
astrological indicators of pandemic was
available, it could not be foreseen, but
massive death was very much visualised.

The big relief for India is that despite
pandemic hitting USA and Europe hard,
the curve seems to be flattening here.
For, Saturn and Jupiter now passing
through Capricorn sign, the one identi-
fied with India as a country, are progres-
sively getting distanced from Pluto. By

January-end both Saturn and Jupiter will
move more than 10 degrees away from
killer Pluto, indicating downsizing of the
pandemic effect. Yet, we can’t afford to
be complacent, given the cluster of 7
planets this time in Capricorn sign in the
New Moon chart for 11th February,
which is indicative of serious problems
ahead. The effect of New Moon chart is
ordinarily limited to a month. The point
of relief, however, is that Pluto will be far
behind other 6 planets. Coinciding with
all these planetary developments is the
development of vaccines, which should
bring the pandemic under check. So,
hopefully, the situation should be under
control after March 2021.

Pandemic apart, the country appears
to be headed for challenging times ahead
on other counts also. The conjunction of
Jupiter and Saturn in Capricorn sign
needs to be marked. The phenomenon
termed as Great Mutation is usually
indicative of major changes in terms of
political and societal dynamics. This par-
ticular conjunction indicates intense
societal churning, often leading to inter-
nal conflicts, rebellion, power struggles,
public demonstrations, and economic
recession. Jupiter and Saturn have been

together since 21st November 2020,
which became exact on 21st December
2020. Both were then opposite natal
Moon and Mercury in India’s
Independence chart. Moon the lord of
4th house in Independence chart signi-
fies people in general, agriculture, land
and estate and women in general. Saturn
against Moon indicates people’s discon-
tent and distrust against government. All
the more because in Independence chart
progressed Saturn is bang on natal Sun.
Saturn opposite Mercury implies fixated
one track mind of the government as
well as agitating people. Jupiter opposite
Mercury may mean clash of perception.
Also, policy flip flop may invite ire of the
people in general. No wonder neither the
agitating farmers nor the government
seem to be budging. Youth agitation too
is not ruled out. The intellectual circle
will be at the receiving end. Trade and
Commerce will not move as expected.

Let us now look at other astrological
pointers having related bearing on
nation’s course of life. The first to make
note of is that progressed Mars is con-
junct natal Saturn in Independence chart.
It foretells serious security concerns with-
in the country as also at the borders.
There may be threat to the life of some of

our leaders also. In the New Year chart,
Venus is conjunct Ketu in the 3rd house,
also placed adverse to mischievous
Neptune. It implies that the transport sec-
tor is not expected to come out of its
mesh soon. Women’s security will be a
matter of concern. Nation’s finance is not
expected to be in good shape.

The chart drawn at the time of solar
ingress in Capricorn has a cluster of five
planets — Sun, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter
and Mercury — in Capricorn sign, all
placed adverse to fiery Mars. That will
further aggravate conflict. Also, there is
possibility of terrorist strike, communal
flare up, and financial trouble. There is a
lunar eclipse due on 26th May 2021,
which is happening in fixed sign. This
read together with Saturn in the 4th
house of eclipse chart, which is placed
adverse to Uranus and Mars, is indicative
of the possibility of Earth quake and
cyclone causing lot of death. Benevolent
Jupiter’s presence in Capricorn, may
however, minimise the damage.
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