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India launched its mammoth vac-
cination drive on Saturday to bring

the pandemic under control with two
locally-produced vaccines —
Covishield and Covaxin — with
nearly two lakh out of tragetted three
lakh taking shot against the pathogen
on the first day on Saturday.

Launching the “world’s largest
vaccination drive” against Covid-19,
Modi congratulated citizens and sci-
entists for the feat but cautioned peo-
ple against being careless and not tak-
ing precautions after taking the first
dose of the vaccination.

The Prime Minister also alerted
people against the rumours spread
about the vaccines. He said Indian
vaccines are the “cheapest and the
best in the world”.

Modi, in a televised address
before the vaccine rollout, said there
are several nations whose entire
population is less than 3 crore, but
India will be vaccinating as many

people in just the first phase. He
saluted scientists for developing the
vaccines in such a short span of time.

The PM cautioned people to
ensure that they take both the doses
at one month’s gap and show patience
as the country begins to give the anti-
dote to its huge population.

“Don’t make the mistake of tak-
ing one dose and then forgetting
about dose two and don’t forget coro-
navirus appropriate behaviour after
getting the dose. The patience with
which you fought coronavirus, show
the same patience during vaccination
now,” Modi said.

As the PM kicked off the vaccine
rollout with a click of a button, a
video message played the Sanskrit
chant — sarve bhavantu sukhinah,
sarve santu niramaya (All be happy,
all be free of illness).

The Covid-19 vaccination drive
was successfully conducted on the
first day, Additional Secretary in the
Union health Ministry Manohar
Agnani said during a press briefing

here organised late evening after the
drive was wrapped up for the day. Of
three lakh planned to be inoculated,
around 1,91,181 beneficiaries were
given the shot of Covid-19 vaccines
on first day involving  16,755 per-
sonnel at 3,351 vaccination sessions.

Agnani said that Covid-19 vac-
cines Covaxin and Covishield
(developed by Bharat Biotech and
Serum Institute of India (SII) respec-
tively) were given at 3,351 session
across the country. He refused to take
any questions from the reporters.

Turn to Page 9
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It was neither the age, nor the way
to go. Usha Srivastava, 59, who

headed the Hindi Pioneer in the
Capital since its birth in 2011, passed
away at 11.30 at the Max hospital,
Saket, in New Delhi on Saturday.

She left behind a grieving fami-
ly, shell-shocked colleagues, a large
number of friends, well-wishers,
and acquaintance who would found
it difficult to accept that (the) cheer-
ful, friendly, demure face of Hindi
journalism is no more.

Usha was suffering from a liver
ailment and had undergone a liver
transplant. She could never recover
from the post-operation complica-
tions. 

A host of political leaders and
journalists have mourned her death. 

An emotional Chandan Mitra,
the Editor-in-Chief of The Pioneer,
nearly broke down on hearing the
news of Usha’s demise. “She nurtured

the Hindi Pioneer like her own baby.
She was a spirited, committed, and
lively colleague, whose absence can-
not be filled easily. I’m speechless
with grief,” he said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath mourned Usha’s
death and conveyed his condolences
to her family. Union Minister Nitin
Gadara and Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar were among

those who mourned Usha’s death.
The Pioneer CEO Shobori

Ganguly described Usha as a “valu-
able” colleague who also cared for
everyone around her. “I find it so dif-
ficult to come to terms with her pass-
ing away. She was such a noble soul,”
she said.

When her wait for a liver donor
ended on December 25 after nearly
a fortnight of a wait during which she
was bedridden in the hospital, in and
out of the ICUs, at The Pioneer we
took a sigh of relief.

Many of us met her before she
was wheeled into the operation the-
atre the next day. Little did we know
that it would be the last time we
would see her.

Her valiant fight for survival, our
prayers, and doctors’ efforts could
not change what destiny had in
store for her. She left us without a
word, without even opening her eyes
for nearly three weeks.

Turn to Page 9
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On day one of the launch of India’s
historic nationwide vaccination

drive against Covid-19, Delhi,
Maharashtra and Haryana recorded
cases of adverse events — though none
of them fatal — even as the Centre
asserted that the inoculation drive was
successfully conducted and no case of
post-vaccination hospitalisation report-
ed so far.

In Delhi, 52 healthcare workers
developed minor adverse event follow-
ing immunisation (AEFI), while 1
severe case was reported as per data
available from the Government.

Haryana recorded 13 adverse event
cases following the immunisation. 

Officials from Maharashtra said
they are further investigating the 14
cases of adverse events. 

At some sites like RML hospital in
the national Capital, a section of doc-
tors were apprehensive of an adverse
event as they doubted the efficacy of the
Covaxin developed by the Bharat
Biotech, which  is yet to complete the
phase three trials. 

The Drugs Controller General of
India (DCGI) had earlier this month
approved Oxford Covid-19 vaccine
Covishield, manufactured by the Serum
Institute, and indigenously developed

Covaxin of Bharat Biotech for restrict-
ed emergency use in the country.

The Resident Doctors’ Association
(RDA) of the Central Government
hospital, RML refused to take the shot
and requested the Medical
Superintendent to vaccinate them with
Oxford Covid-19 vaccine Covishield.

In a letter to the MS, the associa-
tion said the resident doctors were “a bit
apprehensive” about Covaxin and might
not participate in the immunisation
drive in large numbers.

Turn to Page 9
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The Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGI) has given approval to Dr Reddy’s

Laboratories to conduct phase 3 clinical trials
of Russia’s Covid-19 vaccine candidate, Sputnik
V, in the country.

The phase 3 trial will be conducted on 1,500
subjects as part of the randomised, double-blind,
parallel group, placebo controlled study in India,
Dr Reddy said in a statement here on Friday.

Earlier, the Data and Safety Monitoring
Board (DSMB) reviewed the safety data from the
phase 2 clinical trials of the vaccine and rec-
ommended phase 3 recruitment. In its report,
the DSMB concluded that no safety concerns
were identified and the study met the primary
endpoints of safety.

Dr Reddy’s Laboratories co-chairman and
MD GV Prasad said, “This is an important mile-
stone in the progress of this pivotal clinical trial
of the vaccine. We expect to commence phase
3 study within this month and will continue to
fast-track our efforts to bring in a safe and effi-
cacious vaccine for the Indian population”.

In September 2020, Dr Reddy’s partnered
with the Russian Direct Investment Fund to con-
duct the clinical trials of the Sputnik V vaccine
and for its distribution rights in India.
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Serum Institute CEO Adar
Poonawalla was administered the
first dose of the Covishield coron-
avirus vaccine on Saturday afternoon,
hours after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched India’s nationwide
vaccination drive. 
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The Bhartiya Kisan Union
Lokshakti approached the

Supreme Court on Saturday,
requesting it to remove the
remaining three members of a
committee it had set up to hold
talks with the farmers protest-
ing against the three con-
tentious farm laws.

The BKU (Lokshakti) has
requested the court to nomi-
nate people to the committee
who can do the job “on the
basis of mutual harmony”. The
BKU (Lokshakti) is one of 
the 40-odd farmer unions
spearheading the agitation on
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Saturday said the Indian Army has

boosted the morale of the country and
also enabled the people to hold their
heads high during the border standoff
with China.

He said this while addressing a
gathering here during the ‘bhoomipu-
jan’ and foundation stone laying cere-
mony of the new Command Hospital.

“The charismatic (karishmaayi)
performance by the Army during the
India-China standoff has boosted the
morale of the country and also enabled
the citizens to hold their heads high,”
he said, drawing a thunderous applause
from the crowd.

“The entire world is facing COVID-
19. pandemic No one had thought that
with the onset of the pandemic, cele-
brating festivals such as Holi, Eid and

Diwali will be without much fanfare
(dhoomdhaam). No one had imagined
that trains will come to a halt, and
schools and markets will remain closed.
However, the good thing was that
under the leadership Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, efforts to deal with the
crisis started with courage and under-
standing (of the issue),” he said.

He added that the biggest challenge
at the time of the pandemic was test-
ing. 

“There were barely two laboratories,
but today there are over 1,000 labora-
tories. There was a shortage of masks,
ventilators and PPE kits. But the swift-
ness and understanding of the issue
which India displayed, masks, PPE
kits and ventilators are now being
exported. This has been done in 4-6
months,” Singh said.

Hailing the doctors and healthcare 
Turn to Page 9
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NOTICE

I hereby declare that I have
changed my name from
MEENA RAWAT alias MEENU
SINGH D/o Shri  Satya Pal
Singh Rawat W/O Shri Mani
Ram Singh  to MEENU
SINGH. Hence, I would be
known by the name MEENU
SINGH. Meenu Singh W/o
Shri Mani Ram Singh R/o B-
5/434 VIRAJ KHAND GOMTI
NAGAR LUCKNOW U.P. PIN-
226010

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
SIDDIQUI AL SAMAD AFSAR
AHMED TO AL SAMAD SID-
DIQUI  For all future purpose,
Al Samad Siddiqui S/o Afsar
Ahmad R/o Sakda, Uprhar
District Kaushambi

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
TNUZ AGARWAL TO TANUZ
AGARWAL for all future pur-
pose, Tanuz Agarwal S/o
Ramesh Chandra Agarwal R/o
47/65 Swadeshi Bazaar
General Ganj Kanpur

NOTICE

Allotment letter, lease deed
dated 16.10.1969 and original
Will dated 06.01.1983 all relat-
ing to House No. 90/72, Block
L-1, Scheme No. II, Bagahi,
Kanpur and Cheque Book of
State Bank of India in the
name of Smt. Manjari Agarwal
Wlo Abhishek Agarwal R/o
15/199, Civil Lines, Kanpur
alongwith keys of home kept
in bag, have actually been lost
or misplaced from her pos-
session on 13.01.2021 at 1.00
P.M. somewhere in court com-
pound, Kanpur Nagar 
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The Bharatiya Janata Party, on
Saturday, announced six more can-

didates for the Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Council polls. 

The BJP has declared 10 candidates
for 12 Legislative Council seats while two
candidates of the Samajwadi Party have
already filed their nominations on Friday.

The BJP, by announcing only 10 can-
didates, has cleared the decks for the
unopposed election of all 12 candidates
to the Legislative Council as only 12
nominations are likely to be filed against
12 seats. BJP sources here said that all the
10 candidates will file their papers on
Monday, the last day for filing of the
nominations.  

The six candidates announced on
Saturday are Kunwar Manvendra Singh,
Govind Narain Shukla, Salil Bishnoi,
Ashwini Tyagi, Dr Dharmveer Prajapati
and Surendra Choudhury. Among the 10
candidates, four are from OBCs, five
upper castes and one from the Scheduled
Castes. On Thursday, the BJP had
announced four candidates, repeating
Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh Sharma,
state BJP president Swatantra Dev Singh
and Laxman Acharya and bureaucrat-
turned-politician AK Sharma who joined
the party a day earlier.

Meanwhile the Election Commission
has issued guidelines to be followed dur-
ing the election process. Every person will
have to wear a face mask during all elec-
tion-related activities and at the entry of
the hall/room/premises used for election
purposes. Thermal scanning of all per-
sons shall be carried out and sanitiser will
be made available at all locations. 

Lucknow (PNS): Under the Pradhan
Mantri Urja Ganga Project, piped nat-
ural gas (PNG) is being supplied to
more than 3,500 houses in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s constituen-
cy, Varanasi. 

According to the information
received from GAIL India Limited,
within two years, clean-burning natur-
al gas or PNG has been supplied to as
many as 3,900 houses by laying a 62-
kilometre-long steel line and 364-

kilometre-long pipeline. This pipeline
connects 25,000 houses located at
BHU, BLW, Bhelupur and PWD
colonies. 

Giving information about how to
install PNG connection, the govern-
ment spokesman claimed that a nor-
mal family consumes LPG gas of
approximately Rs 500 in a month but
for the installation of PNG connection,
all one needs is to follow three simple
schemes: 

Under the standard option, a per-
son has to deposit Rs 4,000 as securi-
ty amount which is refundable. Under
the installation option, a person needs
to deposit Rs 5 per day for 1,000 days
and under the flexi option, a person
only has to pay Re 1 every day (as well
as tax) till the time PNG connection is
used by the family. The spokesman
claimed that in all schemes, Rs 500 has
to be deposited before the supply of
PNG as security money. 

Lucknow (PNS): Under the successful
Mission Shakti initiative, the Uttar
Pradesh government claimed to have
spared no efforts to not only make
women aware of their rights but to also
make them self-reliant and self-inde-
pendent. 

A government release issued on
Saturday confirmed that under this
campaign launched by the UP govern-
ment, Pallavi Tiwari, a government
teacher from Sultanpur, is working to
ensure every woman of the district gets
employment and every girl gets com-
plete education. 

Describing her initiative towards
making women self-reliant, Pallavi
said, “I am working day and night to
make sure every rural woman of the dis-
trict gets government facilities so that
they may improve their living standards.
Also, I am connecting girls with edu-
cation so that they can set their future.”

“I am also making women aware of
Mission Shakti by giving detailed infor-
mation about government schemes in
rural areas,” she added. 

Working in the direction of mak-

ing women and girls self-reliant, Pallavi
along with other NGOs has provided
employment to more than 10,000
women and girls and free education to
over 2,500 children. She has so far
enrolled about 150 girls in primary
schools and financially helped the
daughters of poor families in their mar-
riage during the COVID-19 lockdown. 

Inspired by this successful initiative
of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Pallavi said that other state governments
should also organise such programmes. 

It may be mentioned here that with
the aim to make the new generation the
carrier of culture that guarantees respect
for women, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had launched the Mission
Shakti programme on October 17,
2020 for six months and it will come to
an end on Basant Navratri in April 2021.

It may be recalled that many non-
governmental organisations and gov-
ernment organisations have already
taken a few steps to ensure women’s
security and empowerment and make
them aware of their rights by organis-
ing various awareness programmes.
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Ayouth was arrested for rap-
ing a 5-year-old girl in a

village in Banda district,
The police said that the

minor girl was raped in the vil-
lage under Girwa police station
on Friday night. 

Circle Officer Nareni
Siyaram said that a 23-year-old
youth lured the minor girl to a
deserted place and raped her. 

Police said that when the
girl’s family came to know
about the incident, they
reached the accused’s house to
complain but his family mem-
bers threatened to kill them.

The CO said that an FIR
was registered against the
accused under the POCSO
Act, after which he was arrest-
ed on Friday night. 

Along with him, three
members of the family of the
accused were also arrested for
threatening to kill the victim’s
family. 

Police said that the girl’s
condition was critical and she
was admitted to the hospital.

Police said that as a precau-
tion, additional force had been
deployed in the village, so that
there was no threat to the girl
and her family members.

Meanwhile in
Shahjahanpur, a woman alleged
that she was raped twice by a
sub-inspector who also made a
video of the incident, police
said on Saturday. 

The woman alleged that
the sub-inspector posted at

the Jalalabad police station
took her to a secluded place
when she was returning from
Shahjahanpur on January 8
and raped her for the second
time. 

“She alleged that the sub-
inspector also threatened her
not to pursue the case,”
Superintendent of Police, S
Anand said, quoting the com-
plaint of the victim. 

A first information report
(FIR) was registered on
Thursday. The SP said the
transfer of the sub-inspector
had been recommended and
the allegation of the woman
was being probed. 

The woman claimed that
she first lodged an FIR on
September 2, 2020 against the
officer for raping her when he
was posted at the Kalan police
station. 

The woman alleged that
she came in contact with the
sub-inspector during a case of
dowry filed against her hus-
band, the SP said. 

A case for making the
video of the incident was also
registered against the officer. 

Police said a final report on
the FIR lodged by the woman
in September was filed and the
woman had gone to
Shahjahanpur to file her protest
petition on January 8. 

In Pratapgarh, a woman
officer posted in the district
filed a complaint against a
man, accusing him of raping
and blackmailing her.

Police said on Saturday

the woman officer filed a com-
plaint with the police alleging
that the man used to beat and
harass her during her coaching
days and he also made an
obscene video and clicked pic-
tures of her. 

The officer alleged that
when she got a job in a bank in
Bareilly, the accused used to
come there and blackmailed
her.

Later on her selection in
the Provincial Civil Service, she
was posted in Pratapgarh in
2017 and the woman officer
said the accused used to come
to her officers’ colony residence
there along with his two asso-
ciates and tried to sexually
exploit her. 

The accused visited her
again on December 18 last
year but fled when she raised
an alarm. Acting on the com-
plaint, the police on Friday
arrested the accused who hails
from Basantpur in
Shahjahanpur district. 

Further investigations are
on.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has
announced to develop Gorakhpur as

a garment industry hub, saying that it will
give an impetus to garment industries in
the eastern Uttar Pradesh.

For the development of the garment
industry hub, the Gorakhpur Industrial
Development Authority (GIDA) will
be providing four-acre land on which a
flatted factory will be built and will make
it available for entrepreneurs. 

During his two-day visit to
Gorakhpur on the occasion of Makar
Sankranti, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath met a delegation under the
banner of the Chamber of Industries and
discussed the progress report in this
regard. Telling officials that it was a great
opportunity for the city as well as the
state, the chief minister 

said, “You people should work and
take the development of garment hubs
in the interest of Purvanchal and your-

self in order to encourage self-employ-
ment.” 

In this regard, Additional Chief
Secretary (Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises) Navneet Sehgal, during his
visit to Gorakhpur on the occasion of
Gorakhpur Mahotsav, spoke to the peo-
ple associated with the garment indus-
tries at the Circuit House.

Sehgal said, “I request you all to visit
Noida once and see the method of work-
ing there. Also, decide the expansion plan
and let us know how many machines,
and how much space is required.
Everything will be provided according-
ly to the flatted factory.”

This initiative of the Uttar
Pradesh government of building a flat-
ted factory will not only boost the
textile industries (that also falls under
the One District One Product scheme)
but will also generate employment
opportunities for the workers who have
returned to UP during the COVID-19
lockdown. 

It is worth mentioning that as soon
as Yogi Adityanath was elected as a
Member of Parliament from Gorakhpur,
he took serious initiatives to make his
dream of making Purvanchal a hub of
textile industries come true. Now, being
the chief minister of the state, he has
started a serious exercise to build gar-
ment parks and textile parks here,
Sehgal asserted.

From the roots to the fruits: 
Sehgal claimed that over time, the

textile industries gradually succumbed
to a lack of technology and the neglect
of governments  and people associated
with these industries switched their
profession and sought another occupa-
tion. 

Under the Bharatiya Janata Party
government, the skill mapping of more
than 50 lakh migrant workers who
returned to UP from other states during
the lockdown showed that they have con-
siderable proficiency in the garment sec-
tor. 
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Fulfilling his commitment for a
more vibrant Bundelkhand region

of Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will add another chapter of
growth in the area on Sunday when he
will virtually inaugurate the Strawberry
Festival in Jhansi.

The Bundelkhand Expressway and
the Defence Manufacturing Corridor
are some of the mega initiatives taken
by the Yogi government to transform
this region. The fresh impetus to the
agriculture sector in Bundelkhand is
sure to change the lives of farmers for
good. 

The soil of Jhansi is very suitable
for the cultivation of strawberries and
in order to promote it in the entire
Bundelkhand region, the  ‘Strawberry
Festival’, being organised from January
17 to February 16, will showcase the
potential in strawberry cultivation. 

Informing about the new step in
terms of looking for new avenues in the
field of  agriculture, Jhansi District
Magistrate Andra Vamsi said that the
region was known for the production
of pulses and ginger but fruit cultiva-
tion was being taken up in a big way
by promoting strawberry production.

He said the chief minister person-
ally took interest in the development
of the Bundelkhand region and saw to
it that the farmers got an option for bet-
ter income through strawberry culti-
vation. “It has been cultivated for the
first time in the region and two fami-
lies of Jhansi have successfully cultivat-
ed strawberry without any aid from the
government,” he said. 

The region was never known for
growing fruits and these families suc-
cessfully took to strawberries cultiva-
tion with the help of drip irrigation and
sprinklers. 

“A work plan has also been made

to encourage strawberry farming in
Jhansi and other regions and this
(strawberry) could well become a new
option of better income for farmers,”
Vamsi said. Workshops would also be
organised during the festival and farm-
ers would be encouraged to opt for cul-
tivation of strawberries. The district
administration would also be provid-
ing strawberry plants to the people,
Vamsi added.

According to Gaurav Garg, an
expert on strawberry farming, it can
well be a profitable option for the farm-
ers. 

“A plant of strawberry costs about
Rs 70 to Rs 80 and it gives about one
kilogram of strawberries. The taste of
the strawberry grown in Jhansi is just
like those of Mahabaleshwar. The fes-
tival will definitely boost the possibil-
ities of growing strawberries in the
region and provide another option in
agriculture,” he said.

Lucknow (PNS): To make sure
that no person struggles with
drug addiction, the Uttar
Pradesh government, under the
National Action Plan for Drug
Demand Reduction Scheme,
would set up 30-bed drug addic-
tion centres at King George’s
Medical University in Lucknow
and BRD Medical College in
Gorakhpur. 

To make sure that youth get
rid of drug addiction and alco-
hol, the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment is already providing free
treatment and publicising drug
abuse results through rehabilita-

tion centres. 
The state prohibition officer

claimed here on Saturday that
10-bed addiction treatment cen-
tres will be set up in government
hospitals in other districts of UP
along with 30-bed de-addiction
centres in Lucknow and
Gorakhpur. 

In these centres, drug addic-
tion along with treatment, edu-
cational awareness, identifica-
tion, counselling and treatment
will be provided. 

A fund of more than Rs 6
crore has been provisioned for
this scheme by the Government

of India for the financial year
2020-21.

As many as 23 de-addiction
centres are being operated in the
state by non-government volun-
tary institutions funded by the
Government of India on behalf
of the state Prohibition depart-
ment. These centres are provid-
ing free treatment to patients
struggling with drug addiction. 

These rehab centres of the
state, till November 2020, have
rehabilitated over 1,800 addicts
and connected them with the
mainstream of society. After the
construction of new de-addic-

tion centres in Lucknow and
Gorakhpur, the drug eradication
programmes will gain momen-
tum. 

According to the depart-
ment, after the creation of two
new de-addiction centres in
Lucknow and Gorakhpur, the
drug eradication programme
will gain momentum. 

Wide-scale awareness pro-
grammes, including documen-
taries, sports competitions, ral-
lies, seminars, exhibitions, etc.
are being organised in the state
by the Prohibition department
for the eradication of intoxica-

tion. 
Under these programmes,

students and young people are
motivated and made aware to
quit the addiction to drugs and
alcohol. 

It may be recalled that last
year, over 300 sports competi-
tions, 88 documentaries, 112
exhibitions and 571 seminars
were organised by the
Prohibition department. In these
programmes, more than 1,000
students who took part in edu-
cational and sports competi-
tions were also honoured by the
department.
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Lucknow (PNS): Unidentified miscreants
duped a man of Rs 10,000 in cash on the pre-
text of getting his job profile shortlisted, in
Sushant Golf City area on Saturday.

As per reports, Ambrish Singh of Chinhat
got a call from an unidentified number and was
asked if he had to get his job profile shortlist-
ed. As Singh had registered for a job site, he
agreed to the proposal after which he was asked
to pay Rs 10. When the victim asked for the
mode of payment, he was directed to click a
link sent to his phone. The victim made the
payment after clicking the link and a message
of ‘error’ popped in the process. Later, he got
a message regarding deduction of Rs 8890 from
his account. He again clicked the link and a
Rs 1,900 were deducted from his bank account.
Singh then called on the number from which
he had got the call, and a girl attended it. He
was asked to send the bank account details for
refund of money. However, he did not share
the bank account detailsand lodged a case in
this connection.

Meanwhile, a 34-year-old hotel employ-
ee was found hanging in a forest cover under
PGI police station area on Saturday. As per
reports, Irfan of Gonda worked at the hotel
owned by Faraz Ahmad and located near a
colony in the area.
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The much awaited COVID-
19 vaccination drive start-

ed in Uttar Pradesh on
Saturday with Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath visiting
Balrampur Hospital in
Lucknow in the morning and
reviewing the vaccination pro-
gramme. In the Balrampur
Hospital, the first dose of the
vaccine was administered to Dr
Praveen Kumar and staff nurse
Geeta Devi and the chief min-
ister interacted with the staff of
the hospital. 

“Today is a day of happi-
ness and excitement for the
people of the country. The
vaccination, which began
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, will
prove to be the final blow
against COVID-19 in the coun-
try. India is the first nation that
has launched two vaccines
against coronavirus. I congrat-
ulate the scientists and the
doctors, including the PM, on
this achievement,” the CM said.

Some selfish people with
vested interests were spreading
rumours about the coronavirus
vaccine, he said. 

“We are always vigilant.
There is a need to avoid any
kind of rumour and people
should wait for their turn,” he
added. The CM said the vacci-
nation also carried forward
PM Modi’s resolution of Make
in India. “The vaccination has
started country-wide on
Saturday in India. Those who
have been administered the
vaccine on Saturday will get the
second dose after 28 days.
People should wait for their
turn and everyone’s order has
been set,” the CM said and
added, “We have to break the
chain of coronavirus.” 

It may be mentioned that
many doctors and nurses were
vaccinated in Balrampur
Hospital. They were kept under
observation for half an hour

and all of them were complete-
ly healthy. “Initially I was scared
but after taking the dose, I am
feeling completely healthy. I am
happy that India is the first
country in the world to success-
fully make the vaccine,” said
Geeta Devi, the staff nurse of
Balrampur Hospital, who took
the first shot of the vaccine. “I
congratulate Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for this
achievement and thank the sci-
entists of the country. At this
point of time, when the coun-
try is moving ahead in this bat-
tle against a pandemic, we have
to remain alert for the people
who are spreading rumours,”
the chief minister said.

Meanwhile, COVID-19
vaccination was underway at
317 centres in Uttar Pradesh on
Saturday. Over 31,700 health
workers across the state’s 75 dis-
tricts were vaccinated on the
first day. In the first phase,
health workers are being
administered the vaccine.

Balrampur Hospital is
among the 12 vaccination cen-
tres in the state capital. Other
vaccination centres in Lucknow
included King George’s Medical
University (KGMU), Sanjay
Gandhi Post-Graduate Institute
of Medical Sciences (SGPGI),
Ram Manohar Lohia Institute
of Medical Sciences, Sahara
Hospital, Medanta Hospital,
Veerangana Avantibai Hospital,

Era’s Medical College, TS Misra
Medical College and two com-
munity health centres located
on the city outskirts. 

The vaccination drive was
successfully flagged off in other
major cities of the state, includ-
ing Noida, Varanasi and
Prayagraj. Member of Lok
Sabha from Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Dr Mahesh Sharma,
became the first parliamentar-
ian to be vaccinated on the first
day. The state has so far
received over one million vac-
cine doses against 1.1 million
sought for the first phase.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Health and Family Welfare)
Amit Mohan Prasad said the
first phase vaccination was to
be largely organised in govern-
ment hospitals, health centres,
primary health centres, district
hospitals, district women’s hos-
pitals, urban health centres,
government and private med-
ical colleges. 

A health worker at King
George’s Medical University
said, “We are ready for the vac-
cination. It’s the first day, so we
are excited but nervous too.”

‘All preparations have been
done. I want to get vaccinated
because I worked throughout
this COVID-19 phase,” he said.
As many as 1,200 health work-
ers were to be vaccinated at 12
centres in Lucknow on
Saturday.
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On the launch of Covid
vaccination drive on

Saturday, 838 health workers
were given jabs in Lucknow.
There was enthusiasm and
excitement as the vaccination
rooms resounded with a hearty
applause as the first batch of
health workers were vaccinat-
ed soon after  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’ address.  It was
business as usual for most of
the health employees some
time after being given the
shots.

District immunisation offi-
cer MK Singh said the vaccina-
tion drive on the first day was
smooth and there were no
reports of any technical glitch-
es or side-effects. “Of the 1,200
health workers, 838 were
administered the vaccine, and
it is a good figure. The rest who
did not report included preg-
nant women and others who
did not respond when called,”

he said, adding Covishield had
been distributed at all the 12
centres in Lucknow.

At several centres, heads of
respective institutions were
administered the first dose,
which boosted the confidence
of their subordinates. As many
as 57 out of 100 health work-
ers got vaccinated at KGMU, 63
out of 100 at RML, 74 out of
102  at Balrampur, and 82 out
of 100 at Medanta.

SGPGI director Prof RK
Dhiman, who was the first
person to get vaccinated at
10:55 am, was sent an SMS
soon getting vaccinated.

“It’s a great feeling as it is
the beginning of an end to
Covid-19,” said Prof Dhiman,
who is 61 years old and has no
comorbidities. He said he had
no side-effects. “I did not even
feel the pain in the local site
and have normal respiration,”
he added. The SGPGI director
said he came to know on
Saturday morning that he was

to be vaccinated. “The list
which was released on Friday
did not have my name, but the
one which we received this
morning had my name, hence
my family was not aware. My
wife, who is a paediatrician,
was having a discussion with
me the previous night and we
had decided that whenever the
vaccine comes, we will go for
it,” he said. The SGPGI direc-
tor said that all the vaccines are
safe and he had personally
gone through their phase-1
and phase-2 trials. Till 2 pm, a
total of 35 health workers had
been vaccinated at the institute.

RMLIMS director Dr AK
Singh, who was amongst the
first ones to get vaccinated, said
he was given the jab at 11:02
am. “I had no side-effects and
was  feeling fine after vaccina-
tion. ANM Garima gave the
shot to me and did a fine job.
She explained everything very
well and I did not even feel the
prick,” he said. Singh said they

had staggered the beneficiaries
while calling them for the vac-
cination.

DG, Medical Health, DS
Negi, who was also vaccinated
at Balrampur Hospital, said
he was back to work soon
after getting the shot. “I felt no
side-effects and we have also
not received any reports of
side-effects or technical glitch-
es from anywhere,” he said.

Balrampur Hospital direc-
tor Dr Rajeev Lochan, who was
also given the shot, said he was
feeling fine and all those who
got vaccinated at the hospital
also faced no problems. “Till 3
pm, 70 out of the total 102 had
been vaccinated,” he said.

Arun Kumar Srivastava
(51), an accounts officer at
RMLIMS, said he was the first
to get vaccinated at the hospi-
tal. “I had been waiting for a
long time for this moment. I
was vaccinated at 10:59 am,” he
said. He added that he did not
have any apprehensions about

getting vaccinated. However,
my wife was a little apprehen-
sive and she wanted me to not
be a part of the first batch to see
if there were any side-effects.
However, I told her that there
would be no side-effects and if
there is any, I will be looked
after at the hospital itself,” he
said. He added that he had not
tested positive for Covid-19 as
he was taking all precautions.

Vinay Kumar Tewari (43),
also an accounts officer at
RMLIMS, was the second one
to get the vaccine shot. He said
he also had no side-effects.

“I had no apprehensions as
I had full faith in the scientists
of my country. I did not even
feel the prick. My wife was a lit-
tle worried but I categorically
told her that it was important
to get vaccinated,” he said. 

Anita Walter (52), an
SGPGI nurse  who suffers
from diabetes, said she was the
third person to get vaccinated
at the institute and that she had
no side-effects.

Nodal officer for Covid
immunisation at KGMU, Dr
Nishant Verma said 43-year-
old Amar Bahadur Singh, an
employee at the registrar’s
office, was the first one to get
vaccinated. A total of 57 per-
sons got vaccinated because 10-
15 per cent were out of station,
a few had mild illness and some
could not be contacted while
there were still others who
were apprehensive of side-
effects.

Head of KGMU’s
Pulmonary department Dr
Surya Kant Tripathi, who  also
got vaccinated, said he was feel-
ing fit and fine. He said people
should not pay heed to
rumours and follow what the
PM said. Joint director of
RMLIMS Dr Sanjay Singh said
he was vaccinated at 11:23 am
and was out at 11:53 am. He
said his family was not at all
apprehensive about vaccina-
tion.

Medanta Hospital director
Dr Rakesh Kapoor also got vac-
cinated on the first day of the
drive. “I was the first one to get
vaccinated and soon after, I
performed three surgeries. I
had no side-effects and am glad
that the highest number of
health workers got vaccinated
at our hospital,” he said.
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Close on the heels of his
controversial statement

calling the coronavirus vac-
cine  as  BJP’s  vaccine,
Samajwadi  Par ty  chief
Akhilesh Yadav said here on
Saturday said he had faith in
doctors of the country but
not the government. He also
asked the top leadership of
the BJP to first line up in
queues and get themselves
vaccinated.

Akhilesh Yadav sought
to know from the govern-
ment how the COVID-19
vaccination drive would be
conducted and when the

poor would get the shot free
of cost. The former chief
minister of Uttar Pradesh
said he had faith in doctors
of the country but not the
government. He also sug-
gested that the BJP func-
tionaries should first line up
in queues and get themselves
vaccinated.

“After one year, when the
SP will come to power, we
will ensure free vaccines for
all,” he said, seeking to know
when the poor would be vac-
cinated free of cost.

He sought to know if the
staff on vaccination duty had
been given proper training
and all logistics had been

taken care of.
He also attacked the state

government over allegations
of fake encounters, custodi-
al deaths and crime against
women. The SP chief alleged
that his party workers had
been framed in fake cases. 

Reiterating his party’s
support to the farmers’ agi-
tation, Yadav said the three
new farm laws would ruin
the poor.

Meanwhile, in a big set-
back to the Bahujan Samaj
Party several leaders of the
dalit based political party
joined the SP on Saturday.  

Mayor of Meerut Sunita
Verma along with her former

legislator husband Yogesh
Verma joined the SP on
Saturday in the presence of
party chief Akhilesh Yadav. 

Former BSP MLA from
Bareilly Vijay Pal also joined
the SP. Welcoming the BSP
leaders in the party fold,
Akhilesh Yadav said with the
joining of the BSP leaders, his
party would get a major
boost in western UP and
other parts of the state. 

Others who joined the SP
included former BSP MP
Dawood Ahmed, former BJP
MLA from Mirzapur Sriram
Bharti and former minister in
BSP government Avadesh
Verma.

Lucknow (PNS): A youth was arrested while two
of his aides, including a girl, escaped in
Gudamba police station area on Saturday. The
trio were on police radar for their alleged involve-
ment in a job racket. The accused would take
money for gullible people on the pretext of facil-
itating them jobs in foreign countries and would
provide them fake visas. As per reports, the
police got a complaint about a company which
charged hefty sums from people for sending
them to foreign countries for jobs. The compa-
ny owner and his staff were accused of sending
people abroad with fake visas. 

By the time police acted on the complaint,
the accused got a whiff of the same and they went
into a hiding.  Senior officials formed a team,
asking the members to ensure arrest of the
accused. On Saturday, an informer tipped off
police about the prime accused and owner of the
company, Shubham Srivastava of Bakshi-Ka-
Talab, who was in Gudamba. The police
detained him. During interrogation, Shubham
owned his crime and disclosed the names of his
aides as Vishal Singh (manager) and Akanksha
Shukla (receptionist).

In another case, a youth was arrested for rap-
ing a girl at some place in Alambagh. Police
arrested the accused nearly two months after the
case was registered against him. Earlier, the police
had recovered the girl and sent her for a med-
ical test. After confirmation of rape in medical
test, the police expedited the investigation and
arrested the accused, who was identified as
Mehtab Raza of Faizabad. Reports said that father
of the girl had lodged a complaint on November
18 at Alambagh police station, alleging that
Mehtab lured the girl and raped her. The police
registered a case under Section 363/366 and also
booked him under POCSO Act. After confirma-
tion of rape, the police also invoked Section 376
of IPC.  However, the accused went into a hid-
ing. The police said an informer tipped them off
about Mehtab who was present at Alambagh bus
station and a team nabbed him.
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As many as 127 persons
tested positive for coron-

avirus in city on Saturday while
165 patients recovered.  The
death toll stands at 1,154 while
there are 2,090 active cases in
the district. In the state, 533
persons tested positive while 12
patients died, including three in
Lucknow.
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Special research work needs
to be done on the effects of

coronavirus in India so that if
any such situation comes in
future, it can be controlled in
a better way.

This was stated by
Governor Anandiben Patel
while speaking at the 18th
convocation of AKTU. She
said it is a matter of great plea-
sure that 90 researchers got
PhD degrees together.

She pointed out  that the
situation of women in the state
has improved. “Women who
were afraid to leave their homes
have become self-employed
today. Research work should be
done in universities in this
area too, and efforts should be
made to make women healthy
and prosperous. Awareness
programmes related to malnu-
trition should be conducted in
universities because anaemia is
found in most women in the
country and awareness needs to
be spread to prevent it,” she
said. She also called upon the
university and students to work
for the development of
Anganwadi centres. 

Environmentalist Anil
Prakash Joshi was the chief
guest while Minister of State for
Technical Education Sandeep
Singh the guest of honour. As
many as 55,182 students were
conferred degrees at the convo-
cation. Besides, 65 meritorious
were awarded gold, silver and
bronze medals while 90
researchers were given away
PhD degrees.

Shrishti Singh, a student of
BTech (Electronics and
Communication), was award-
ed the Chancellor’s Gold Medal
while Ritu Verma (of the same
stream), was conferred the
Kamal Rani Medal.

Neeraj Saran Srivastava,
an alumnus of AKTU, attend-
ed the convocation through
video-conferencing from
Toronto and he was awarded
the ‘Distinguished Alumni
Award’.

AKTU Vice-Chancellor
VK Pathak said the university
is working with commitment
to ensure quality technical
education. He said more than
40,000 audio-visual lectures
have been made available on
the ERP dashboard to the stu-
dents through the learning

management system.
Vaishali Narula, the gold

medallist in BTech (Civil
Engineering), is currently
preparing for UPSC exams
and she aims to become an IAS
officer. “I chose engineering
because it gives a diverse back-
ground. I am focusing on
preparations for the competi-
tive exams,” she said. About her
success mantra, she said it is
hard work and perseverance. 

Asked if Covid-19 impact-
ed her studies, she said: “We
were in the final semester and
it did not impact us too much.
The syllabus had been com-
pleted by March and the teach-
ers were very helpful.”

About her plans, she said
she wants to work in the area
of education. “There are 40 per
cent of the students who do not
go to colleges, and hence I
want to work in this direction
and ensure that maximum stu-
dents go for higher education,”
she said. “It is important
because  education is the only
tool with which mindsets can
be changed,” she added.

Shubham Pandey, the gold
medallist in BTech (Electronics
and Communication), said

that his success mantra was
consistency and hard work.
“Without consistency, it is not
possible to be on top. One also
has to be consistent in attend-
ing classes,” he said. Currently
working as a product manag-
er in a private company, he said
he is looking forward to
exploring his skills in the  same
company. The Covid-19 pan-
demic notwithstanding,
Shubham chose to reach
Lucknow all the way from
Haridwar to receive the medal.

Aadish Jain, who received
the bronze medal in BTech
(Computer Science) said he is
currently pursuing MTech
from IIT-Delhi. “I chose to do
MTech because I wanted to
study a little more and get
some more knowledge,” he
said.

“I want to work in the soft-
ware industry in the next 4-5
years. I want to have my own
venture but before that I want
to strengthen my finances,” he
said. He added that his success
mantra was to hard work.

“I would study for 1-2
hours normally and a little
more during the exams peri-
od,” he added.
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The first consignment (100
Tata Ace vehicles) was loaded
from the newly-opened auto-
mobile goods terminal at
Bakshi-Ka-Talab under
Lucknow division of North-
Eastern Railway to Penukonda
(SWR) railway station in
Andhra Pradesh. A spokesman
said extensive business acqui-
sition efforts of Lucknow divi-
sion (NER) resulted into addi-
tion of yet another stream of
traffic to railways. “This is the
beginning of automobile traf-
fic by Tata Motors after an
interval of 20 years. It got a rev-
enue of Rs 18.63 lakh to rail-
ways,” he said. The spokesman
said the business is being given
a fillip due to rebate offers,
availability of wagons for ferry-
ing goods and due to increase
in speed of freight trains. He
said that railways did ample
effort to use the lockdown
period in expediting track
maintenance work and infra-

structure development. He
added that the BKT terminal is
emerging as a fast-growing
centre for loading of goods and
businessmen will have the facil-
ity of booking of automobile
consignments.
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Aarush Mishra, a class IV

student of City Montessori
School, Rajajipuram Campus I,
has brought
laurels to the
institution by
displaying his
scientific skills
and knowl-
edge of solar
system in the
second round of online ‘Astro
Quiz’. Aarush took 20 minutes
to answer 50 questions in the
quiz, organised under the aegis
of ProProfs Quiz Maker. The
questions were based on the
latest observations and dis-
coveries in the field of astron-
omy. He was presented a cer-
tificate for this achievement at
a felicitation ceremony.
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New Delhi (PNS): Traders’
body CAIT on Saturday filed a
petition in the Supreme Court,
making a plea to direct
WhatsApp to withdraw its new
privacy policy

The body issued a statement
claiming that the new
WhatsApp privacy policy
encroaches upon various funda-
mental rights of the citizens.

About the petition, the
traders’’ body said it “has also
prayed that Union of India must
frame guidelines to govern big
technology companies like
WhatsApp and frame policies
which would protect the priva-
cy of citizens and businesses”.

“The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) has today
filed a petition in the Supreme
Court with the prayer to direct
WhatsApp to withdraw its new
privacy policy, which is

encroaching upon various fun-
damental rights of the citizens
granted by Constitution of
India,” the statement said.

Meanwhile, WhatsApp has
announced delaying by three
months the implementation of
the new privacy policy that has
faced a massive backlash with
tens of millions of its users mov-
ing from the platform to rivals
like Signal and Telegram.

The policy change was orig-
inally scheduled to come into
effect on February 8, the
Facebook-owned company said.
It has clarified that the update
does not affect data sharing with
Facebook with regard to person-
al conversations or other profile
information and only address-
es business chats in the event a
user converses with a company’’s
customer service platform
through WhatsApp.
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New Delhi (PNS): The
Supreme Court has imposed a
fine of�25,000 on Gujarat for
wasting judicial time, irked
over the “lethargy and incom-
petence” of the state govern-
ment in filing a petition before
it after a delay of over a year.

A bench, headed by Justice
Sanjay Kishan Kaul, pulled
up the state for approaching
the apex court in a “casual
manner” and dismissed the

plea on the ground of delay.
It observed that such kind

of “certificate cases” are filed
with the only objective to
obtain a quietus from the top
court on the ground that noth-
ing could be done because the
highest court had dismissed
the appeal. The petition was
filed in the the top court by the
state government after a delay
of 427 days against an order of
the Gujarat High Court passed

in March 2019 in a case.
“The objective is to com-

plete a mere formality and save
the skin of the officers who
may be in default in following
the due process or may have
done it deliberately. We have
deprecated such practice and
process and we do so again.

“We refuse to grant such
certificates and if the govern-
ment suffers losses, it is time
when concerned officers

responsible for the same bear
the consequences,” said the
bench, also comprising
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari
and Hrishikesh Roy.

“The irony, emphasised
by us repeatedly, is that no
action is ever taken against the
officers and if the court push-
es it, some mild warning is all
that happens,” the bench said
in its order passed earlier this
week.
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To promote toy manufac-
turing among domestic

players, particularly among
rural entrepreneurs, the
Common Service Centre
(CSC), an SPV under the
Ministry of Electronics and
IT Ministry, has joined hands
with the All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE)
to organise ‘Toycathon-2021’.

“ Toycathon-2021 is
aimed at understanding the
creativity among start-ups in
rural areas, students and pro-
fessionals for developing and
manufacturing toys. It is a
unique opportunity for stu-
dents, teachers, start-ups and
toy experts/professionals in
India to submit their innov-
ative toys/games concepts
and win prizes worth Rs.50
lakhs,” said CSC Managing
Director Dr Dinesh Tyagi.

Toycathon-2021 is an
inter-ministerial initiative
involving six ministries.
Organised by the Ministry of
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New Delhi (PNS): Days after
booking its four personnel for
allegedly receiving bribe to com-
promise on investigation against
companies accused of bank
fraud, the CBI has suspended
two of them —Inspector Kapil
Dhankad and Stenographer
Samir Kumar Singh — and rec-
ommended administrative
action against the other two.

Officials said on Saturday
that the agency has recom-
mended to the Department of
Personnel and Training to ini-
tiate administrative action
against deputy superintendents
of police R K Rishi and R K
Sangwan. According to the
charges levelled in the eight-
page FIR, made public on
Friday after the completion of a
search operation by the agency,
Inspector Dhankad received
bribe money from Sangwan
and Rishi, who were soliciting
favours for Shree Shyam Pulp
and Board Mills, accused in a Rs
700-crore bank fraud case, and
Frost International, accused in
a Rs 3,600-crore bank fraud
case.
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Nepal does not accept interference in
its domestic politics as it is capable

of handling its internal problems,
Nepalese Foreign Minister Pradeep
Kumar Gyawali said on Saturday, in
comments that came against the back-
drop of China wading into the political
turmoil in the Himalayan nation follow-
ing the dissolution of its parliament.

Gyawali’s assertion came at a media
interaction when asked about China’s
attempt to play a role in the aftermath
of fast-paced political developments in
Nepal last month.

“We never accept interference in
our domestic politics. We are able to
settle our own problems. As a close
neighbour, there may be some con-
cerns or questions but we never accept

interference,” the Nepalese foreign
minister said. Nepal plunged into a
political turmoil following Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli’s sudden deci-
sion to dissolve parliament and call for
fresh elections in view of internal
feud in the ruling Nepal Communist
Party (NCP).

As the crisis deepened, China
rushed a high-level team headed by
Vice Minister of the International
Department of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) Guo Yezhou to
Kathmandu to hold talks with the rival
factions within the NCP after the
Chinese ambassador in the country
failed to sort out differences.

The team held talks with almost all
top Nepalese leaders but had to return
empty handed. The Chinese meddling in
Nepalese political developments triggered

strong criticism within Nepal.
Gyawali said Nepal’s relations with

both India and China are excellent and
that it never compares ties with each
other. Asked about the political crisis and
role of NCP leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal
who is popularly known as Prachanda,
Gyawali refused to make any direct
comment and said as foreign minister of
the country, he represents everyone in
Nepal. At the same time, the Nepalese
foreign minister justified Oli’s decision
to dissolve parliament saying he followed
the democratic principle of seeking fresh
mandate from the people whose deci-
sions are supreme in a democracy.

“In democracy, people are the final
authority to decide about who will gov-
ern. I think dissolution of the parliament
is a reflection of the internal issue. It is
not wise to blame anybody,” Gyawali said.
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Education’s Innovation Cell
with support from AICTE,
the initiative is being sup-
ported by the Ministry of
Women and Chi ld
Development, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Ministry of MSME, Ministry
of Textiles and Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting.

Toycathon-2021 will be
conducted through CSC
Academy, an arm of CSC, at
6,000 block and taluka level
where CSC Academies are
present. “CSC Academy, a
not-for-profit society which

del ivers  special ized
courses/training pro-
grammes,  and promotes
entrepreneurship among the
rural masses, is best suited for
this unique initiative due to
its reach and expertise.

CSC Academies are being
utilised to create awareness,
promote and conduct
Toycathon-2021 in rural
areas. The new concepts of
toys  generated f rom
Tyocathon-2021 might also
be useful in solving our soci-
etal problems,” said Tyagi,
who is also Secretary of the
CSC Academy.
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Post Master General (PMG),
Varanasi Region, Krishna

Kumar Yadav released special
cover on ‘Banarasi Handloom
Silk-Pride of Banaras’ here on
Saturday. He said that Banarasi
handloom silk displays a beau-
tiful fusion of tradition and
modernity, along with enrich-
ing the economy of the city and
introducing the art and culture
of the country to the world.
The programme to release this
special cover was held at
Varanasi Head Post Office
under the aegis of Prayag
Philatelic Society which was
broadcast in India as well as

other countries through Zoom
App.

Yadav said that from time
to time, the Department of
Posts has issued postage
stamps and special covers on
all the various personalities,
institutions and diverse sub-
jects related to Varanasi,
through which the coming
generations will also be aware
of their rich culture and her-
itage. According to him, a
stamp on Banaras silk has
also released in 2009. ‘Banarasi
handloom silk art is an ancient
and glorious tradition. For
thousands of years,  the
weavers here have done many
experiments in this, keeping

the original tradition of
Banarasi bunkari (weaving)
alive. It is also being promot-
ed in the district under One
District,  One Product
(ODOP) scheme of the state
government,’ he said, adding
that in such a situation, the
fame of Banarasi handloom
silk will be further expanded
in the country and world
through this special cover.

Senior Superintendent
(Post Office) of Varanasi
Eastern Region Sumit Kumar
Gaat informed that the price of
this special cover is � 25 and
it will be made available for
sale in the Philatelic Bureau.
Assistant Director Praveen

Prasun said that today’s chil-
dren and the younger gener-
ation can be connected to
their culture and heritage
through Philately. Rahul
Ganguly, secretary, Prayag
Philatelic Society, thanked the
Department of Posts for issu-
ing this special cover and
appealed to people to join
Philately. On this occasion,
Assistant Superintendent of
Posts RK Chauhan, Suresh
Chandra, India Post Payments
Bank Manager Sublesh Singh,
Public Relations Inspector
Arvind Pandey, Harishankar
Yadav, Rahul Verma, SP
Gupta, Ramchandra and oth-
ers were also present.
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Arare surgery was done on
an 85-year-old retired

employee of the Design depart-
ment (Eastern Railway)
Raghubir Singh Yadav, whose
hip was damaged accidentally
making him unable to stand
and walk, at Central Hospital
in Banaras Locomotive Works
(BLW). It has become possible
as recently a high-tech modern
cardiac anesthesia workstation

machine was installed at this
hospital. As anesthesia is con-
sidered to be the most modern
tool for reducing risk, leading
to large and long-term surgery,
this rare surgery could be pos-
sible helping the old aged
patient stand and walk 24
hours after operation and
bringing a wave of joy among
the family members.

As surgery was the only
solution, the team of BLW
doctors studied all the factors

before taking the final decision
as the patient was also suffer-
ing from some lung and heart
problems. The doctors had
apprised Vinod Yadav, son of
the patient, who is working as
chief depot material superin-
tendent here, of all the risk fac-
tors. Later, Dr Vishal Mishra,
incharge of the anesthesia team
and orthopedic specialist Dr
Karma Raj Singh along with
railway ortho surgeon Dr Amit
Gupta completed this rare

surgery with a partial hip
implant.

This successful surgery is
considered a major achieve-
ment of BLW Hospital. Vinod
Yadav and his family expressed
their gratitude to the Principal
Chief Medical Officer Dr Sujit
Malik and Additional Chief
Medical Superintendent Dr
Sunil Kumar, for this safe
surgery. The Staff Council of
BLW also praised the team of
doctors for this rare surgery.
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As the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is

also a local parliamentarian,
launched the world’s largest
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme, it also began at all the
selected hospitals in this holy
city here on Saturday. While
data entry operator Ajay
Kumar Mishra of Shree Shiv
Prasad Gupta (SSPG)
Divisional Hospital got the
first vaccination at
Government Women’s
Hospital, Chief Medical
Superintendent (CMS) Dr V
Shukla received the first dose
of vaccine at Pt Deen Dayal
Upadhyay (DDU) Hospital.
After launching the drive
through video conferencing,
Modi said that in a very short
time the corona vaccine has
arrived in India and today the
world’s largest corona vaccina-
tion campaign is being started,
specifically emphasised that it
takes years to make one vac-
cine, but in such a short time,
two ‘Made in India’ vaccines
have been made which is an
example of India’s scientific
skills and talents.

The Covid vaccination
started in Varanasi under the
supervision of District
Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma. A total of six locations
have been set up including four
in urban area and two in rural.

A total of 600 people, includ-
ing 100 at each centre, were
vaccinated. In the first phase,
vaccination is being done on
health workers. 

During the drive, the DM
inspected Women’s Hospital
at Kabirchaura and DDU
Hospital at Pandepur. In his
presence, the first vaccine was
given to Ajay Kumar Mishra at
Women’s Hospital.

The vaccination pro-
gramme was started with full
fervour at Women’s Hospital
where the vaccination ward

was fully decorated with flower,
leaves and balloons. 

There was excitement
among the people, seeing the
live telecast of the Corona
Vaccination Inaugural
Programme by the PM on the
large LED screen. 

For popularising the pro-
gramme, the big LED screens
were installed at six places
including at Cantt, Nadesar,
Manduadih, Kashi station and
Kabirchaura by the
Information department. On
this occasion, Chief Medical

Officer (CMO) Dr VB Singh
and other officers of the Health
department were also present.
The vaccination programme
also began at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital, Banaras Hindu
University (SSH BHU) in the
presence of Rector Prof VK
Shukla, Registrar Dr Neeraj
Tripathi, Director of Institute of
Medical Sciences (IMS) Prof
BR Mittal, Medical
Superintendent (MS) of SSH
Prof SK Mathur, Prof Incharge
of Trauma Centre Prof Sanjeev
Gupta and others.   
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After the first bathing festi-
val of Prayagraj Magh Mela

2021, Makar Sankranti, has
passed on Thursday, the Mela
administration breathed a sigh
of relief as the crowd were less
significantly as compared to
last year in this bathing festival.
Now the second bathing festi-
val of Magh Mela, Paush
Purnima will be held on
January 28. The Mela admin-
istration has started prepara-
tions for the Paush Purnima
bathing. Kalpavas will also
start from Paush Purnima. In
such a situation, Kalpavasi will
start coming to the Mela area,
then the Mela administration
will have to make an utmost
effort.

The first bathing of Magh
Mela may have passed but
Kalpavasi has not yet come to
the Mela area. Kalpavasi will
come one or two days before
the Paush Purnima. Paush
Purnima’s bathing is falling on
January 28. 

Since then, their austerity
will begin across the Sangam.
So far, facilities have not been
provided to the Kalpavis on
behalf of the Mela administra-
tion. 

The order of providing
facilities to them is in progress.

The Mela Adhikari has
given time till January 20 to
issue the facility slip to them.
Land allocation was already
done, now they are being allot-
ted facilities. 

Besides, land is also being

given to the Tirth Purohits of
Prayagwal. 

The Mela administration
claims that they will complete
this work in a week. This will
not hurt the devotees visiting
Kalpavas. However, in view of
the outbreak of corona,
Kalpavasi will be less this time
than last year. Nevertheless, the
Mela administration has to
complete the arrangements.

The Mela administration
has contracted six agencies to
provide goods in the camps of
saints and seers. Some of it is
as good and some have poor
quality. It is alleged that Lallu
ji & Sons and Gopaldas Agency
have supplied goods of inferi-
or quality. People complained
about this to the Mela Adhikari.

People alleged that the

bed, furniture and chair etc
given by this agency is not
good. The employees of this
agency have also taken care-
lessness in laying the tin hoop
and other arrangements.
Following the complaint, the
Mela Adhikari reprimanded
the contractor and warned
them to make amends.

ACTION DEMANDED:
TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee has
made derogatory remarks on
Jagat Janani Maa Sita. Yet the
silence of TMC chief and Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee is
surprising. Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya tweeted that he
demands strict action against
Kalyan Banerjee. This inci-
dent is an insult to the women
of the country.
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General Manager, North
Central Railway and North

Eastern Railway,  Vinay Kumar
Tripathi convened a detailed
review meeting to monitor
progress of important works for
160 Kmph speed raising on
New Delhi-Howrah and New
Delhi-Mumbai trunk routes
falling under the NCR. In this
meeting conducted through
video conference AGM NCR,
concerned PHODs, DRMs
from Praygraj and Agra and
other officials from HQ and
Divisions participated. PHODs
from Electrical, Engineering,
S&T and Mechanical branch-
es presented detailed planning
of work for speed raising along
with timeline for execution of
different activities.

Important works required
in existing routes to make it fit
for 160 Kmph operation
includes modification in OHE

and power supply arrange-
ment; strengthening of track
structure specially in point
and crossing zones and
improved ballast cushion; con-
struction of boundary wall;
provision of improved signal-
ing including train collision
avoidance system (TCAS); pro-
vision of way side rolling stock
monitoring systems like
HAHW, WILD, OMRS etc.
New Delhi-Howrah route
between Ghaziabad-Pt. Deen
Dayal Updhyay Jn. on
Prayagraj division and New
Delhi-Mumbai route between
Palwal-Mathura on Agra divi-
sion are being upgraded with
estimated expenditure of
�2437.30 crore and � 393.51
crore respectively. Besides
adding speed and comfort to
train journey these works will
also help in large-scale employ-
ment generation in Uttar
Pradesh with input of approx-
imately � 2830 crore over the

next two years.
Reviewing progress of the

work, GM Tripathi stressed
that each and every activity
related to execution of this
important work must be
planned in detail and well doc-
umented. 

He also instructed for com-
prehensive and coordinated
effort by all executing agencies
for optimum utilisation of traf-
fic blocks for maximum work
output with least effect on
train operations. The GM fur-
ther directed officials to flag all
issues requiring assistance from
Railway Board, RDSO etc. so as
this important work is com-
pleted within the specified tar-
get in financial year 2022-23.  

Later the General Manager
also reviewed position of safe-
ty, punctuality, freight loading
and mobility improvement
works over North Central
Railway. Tripathi stressed that
stipulated field inspections by

HQ and Divisional officials
must be conducted without
any exception. He also
reviewed punctuality and
freight loading performance
of North Central Railway and
laid emphasis on proper analy-
sis of each equipment failure
case to sustain as well as to fur-
ther improve upon punctuali-
ty performance of North
Central Railway. Reviewing
critical works related to mobil-
ity improvement, Tripathi
remarked that each important
work be assigned specific mile-
stones and progress of each
milestone be monitored for
timely completion of these
critical infrastructure works.
General Manager asked exe-
cuting agencies to expedite
works related to construction of
longer loop lines, automatic
signaling in Prayagraj-Kanpur
section and works for speed
raising in Chunar-Chopan sec-
tion.
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Prayagraj Development
Authority bulldozed an

unauthorised huge building of
Ajay alias Nanha Pal, a history
sheeter of Pipri police station.
This construction was illegal-
ly raised in Ghauspur Kataula
under the Pipri police station.

The whole family of Nanha
Pal was involved in criminal
activities, and was in close
association with mafia don
Atique Ahmed. Two brothers
of Nanha have already been

eliminated by the police in
encounters.

Just to secure a high
pedestal in the crime world,
Nanha became the village prad-
han, and expanded his prop-
erty. This palatial building of
Ghauspur Kataula was also
constructed by him using mus-
cle power. He did not bother to
get the building plan approved
by the PDA.

A good number of cases
related to murder, attempt to
murder, loot, kidnapping, and
extraction are registered with

the Pipri and other police sta-
tions against Nanha Pal.

BUS RAMS INTO
TRUCK: Owing to thick fog
and zero visibility in Prayagraj
on Saturday morning, a bus
rammed into a stationary truck
on the Gauhania over bridge
under the Ghoorpur police
station. The injured passengers
were taken out from the bus
with the help of the local resi-
dents, who were rushed to a
nearby hospital by the police.
No casualty has been reported
so far.

Owing to zero visibility
the truck driver preferred not
to proceed forward and wrong-
ly parked his vehicle on the
over bridge. 

A bus coming from
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh with
pilgrims on board, was
approaching towards the
Sangam. 

Owing to dense fog, the
driver could not see the parked
truck and rammed into it. As
the speed of the bus was a bit
slow owing to poor visibility, no
casualty was reported.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will flag off as many

as eight trains from different
parts of the country including
his parliamentary constituen-
cy Varanasi to link Kevadia in
Gujarat through video confer-
encing on Sunday, helping the
people go to see the world’s
tallest ‘Statue of Unity’. In this
direction, the Divisional
Railway Minister (DRM) of
Northern Railway (Lucknow
Division) Sanjay Pandey visit-
ed here ahead of the inaugur-
al run of Varanasi to Kevadia

Superfast train to review the
preparations. A big LED screen
has already been installed at the
station.

Meanwhile, in a tweet
Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal said that with the start-
ing of eight trains to Kevadia,
connectivity for Statue of
Unity would be improved and
it would boost tourism and
economic activities. During
his visit, NR DRM inspected
all the preparations. Senior
local officers were also pre-
sent. In an informal chat with
the reporters, he said that
after completion of some pro-

jects, these eight trains from
various parts of the country
are going to be started for
Kevadia and the Varanasi-
Kevadia train wil l  run
between the two destinations
thrice a week.

The proposed train will
not only help the people of
this region to see the tallest
statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel located near Sardar
Sarovar Dam, but also link the
two great rivers of Ganga and
Narmada. The rake compris-
ing Linke Hofmann Busch
(LHB) coaches have already
been brought here almost a

week ago from Railway Coach
Factory (RCF), Kapurthala
(Punjab) and this 20 coach
train has four general com-
partments apart from eight
Sleepers, two each of Third
AC and Second AC and one
First AC coaches apart from
two power cars. In this train,
general compartments are
designed in such manner in
view to provide better facili-
ties to the passengers includ-
ing mobile charging points,
bio toilets, clean drinking
water from water purifier
machines and comfortable
seats.
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The first vaccine in
Pratapgarh was adminis-

tered to Dr Parul Saxena at the
District Women's Hospital. She
felt dizziness after being vacci-
nated.  Immediately the med-
ical team started treating her.
She was put in the observation
room. After some time she
became normal.  

At the same time, Dr
Sushma Srivastava, the Chief
Medical Superintendent of
Colvin Hospital in Prayagraj,
was given the first vaccine.
Similarly, the first vaccine was
administered to Dr Sunil
Kumar Singh, Medical Officer
in charge of Community
Health Centre Muratganj Alam
Chand in Kaushambi district.
His condition is fine.  They too
have been kept in the observa-
tion room.

The vaccination campaign
in corona pandemic started
with enthusiasm in the hospi-
tals of division on Saturday
morning.  The first vaccine in
Prayagraj was applied to Colvin
Hospital's Chief Medical
Superintendent Dr Sushma
Srivastava at 11:03 am.  She is
seated in the observation room.
Before applying the vaccine, Dr
Srivastava bowed before the
statue of the Lord Hanuman. 

Corona vaccination was
launched today in six centres in
Prayagraj. Colvin, Dufferin,
Kamala Nehru Memorial Trust,
Medical College, Community
Health Centre Soraon and its
beneficiary health workers had
started coming to Phulpur.
CMO Dr Prabhakar Rai visit-
ed the centres to take stock of
the preparedness and media
personnel have been barred
from visiting the centre.

Today, a total of 600 health
workers were vaccinated at six
centres.  For this, there was
enthusiasm among the benefi-
ciary health workers, and the
joy of creating history on first
vaccination.  Dr Sushma
Srivastava, the Chief Medical
Superintendent of Colvin,
prayed at Hanuman temple
and wished that everything
would be fine.  Instructions had
been given to the police guards
at the centre to allow everyone
to go inside after verification
and get their hands sanitised.

Adequate police arrange-
ments have also been made at
Colvin Hospital.  This morning
ACMO doctor Satyendra Rai
arrived and explained the
process of verification.
Similarly, preparations for
COVID-19 vaccination con-

tinued till evening in Motilal
Nehru Mandal Hospital,
Colvin.  Police, guards and
health workers are deployed at
the gate to verify the benefi-
ciaries.  

The much awaited corona
vaccination in Pratapgarh dis-
trict also begun.  For this,
three centres had been set up
in Pratapgarh district.  In addi-
tion to the District Women's
Hospital, it was also launched
at the Community Health
Centre Kunda and Raniganj.
Preparations for corona vacci-
nation at the District Women's
Hospital in Pratapgarh city
were fast.  CMO Dr  AK
Srivastava said that vaccination
started after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's virtual
address.  There was a counter
for corona vaccination at

Pratapgarh District Women's
Hospital where the records of
the beneficiaries were checked.
The CMO also inspected there.

A projector had been
installed in Pratapgarh to show
and narrate PM Narendra
Modi's address. Earlier, CMO
Dr AK Srivastava reached the
district women's hospital and
instructed the staff.  A webcast
was arranged at CHC Kunda to
watch Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's address on
the corona vaccine.  SDM
Rahul Kumar Yadav reached
the Trauma Centre. Health
workers sanitised him. Health
workers continued to repair
systems before applying the
corona vaccine.  Physicians
and security personnel were
ready to apply the corona vac-
cine in CHC Kunda.

%�	2
���	 
#��
	
����������	
����	�
�����	��	2�

��
��	

����	����	��������������������	������	� �����	�������	�������,�����'�	�	,�	����$	����	��������������������������������������������'������

3�!*� ��������	������	������	

&���!�=	�0-��
����
�/���	��
��

���	�	�
����	��������	�	����������'	����'����
	��	����,

�������	����	�������,�������"	�	�	�����

�<"#�*7=��	����	�������,����	��$$!�.! ����"	�	�	������$	����	���������������������������������������������������������������������������'������

 ���������������:��	��	��4�����	�
���

!�������������>��	��'��
���������
����

0	�
��	������$	
	,"�	4����
�

���/������	����	���������>��	��
����������7������������C�>����(

As many as 21 new COVID-
19 patients have been

detected in the district on
Saturday, increasing the total
number to 21,750. As the day
saw no casualty, the death toll
remained at 374. During the
day, the follow-up negative
reports included 50 and all of
them have been recovered from
home isolation, increasing the
number to 18,168. As no
patient has been discharged
from the hospital, the number
remained at 2,955. The total
number of patients who have
been recovered so far is 21,123,
leaving 253 active cases. The
recovery rate is  97.11 per
cent, while the mortality rate is
1.71 per cent. In the first report

of the day, 11 positive patients
were found out of 513 reports
received. Till then, the total test
reports received were 5,58,447
and the results of 2,570 are
awaited. Out of them, 5,36,707
were negative while 21,740
were positive. The total num-
ber of samples collected was
5,86,039. The number of
hotspots remained at 2,666
including 187 red zone and as
many as 11green zones have
been converted into red zones
again. There are 2,479 green
zones including two new ones.

BVP TO HOLD GIRL
CHILD WEEK : With an aim
to make the girl child self-
reliant, the Women & Child
Development Cell of the
Bharat Vikas Parishad is going
to hold National Girl Child

Week from January 17 to 24
on the occasion of National
Girl Child Day which will fall
on January 24.

The nation observes the
National Girl Child Day each
year on January 24 and so, the
women and child develop-
ment cell of the Parishad has
decided to hold a week long
service programme to mark
the day for making the girls
self reliant not only financial-
ly but also physically and
mentally, the national gener-
al secretary of the cell Dr
Shipra Dhar informed adding,
the health and education pro-
gramme will be held during
the week.

Talking to the pressperson
at Paradkar Smriti Bhavan
here on Saturday,  Dhar

informed, the members of
organisation will visit to the
slum localities or the areas
adopted by its branches on
January 17 to conduct the
examination of hemoglobin of
girl child under to make the
country free from anemia
campaign. The programme
of skit or dance-drama or
speech will be held in slum
localities and localities adopt-
ed by branches of Parishad on
January 18 which subjects
will be teach and save girls for
the progress of country and
education is boon for the
girls, she informed adding, the
stationary and food articles
will be distributed among
girls on January 19 besides
making their parents aware
about anemia.
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NTPC Vindhyachal for its outstanding con-
tribution for promoting Rajbhasha Hindi was

honoured by being conferred the Rasvarsha Uttar
Pradesh Ratna Alankar Award for the financial
year 2021 by Rasvarsha Sansthan, a literary insti-
tution of Varanasi. The Rasvarsha Sansthan
organised its  45th foundation day function at
Varanasi recently  in which Uttar Pradesh
Minister of State for Stamp and Court Fee
Registration (independent charge), Ravindra
Jaiswal, Vice-Chancellor of Patliputra University,
Prof Gulabchand Jaiswal, former District Judge
Dr Chandrabhan Shivkumar, Chairman of Apex
Hospital, Dr SK Singh, Assistant Manager
(Human Resources) of North Region
Headquarters, Mithilesh Kumar Srivastava,
along with enlightened poets and poetesses from
various zones and districts were present. The
NTPC-Vindhyachal was conferred this award by

Rasvarsha Sansthan for serving Hindi properly
during the corona period and outstanding con-
tribution for its development and promotion.
On receiving the Rasvarsha Uttar Pradesh Ratna
Alankar Award for outstanding work in the field
of Hindi, Executive Director of Vindhyachal,
Munish Johri congratulated the teams of
Vindhyachal and Human Resource Rajbhasha. 

�1�	� -���)�'.

NER AGM Amit Kumar Agrawal under his
two-day programme on Saturday under

Manduadih-Prayagraj Rambag doubling project
inspected the ongoing works at Madhosingh-
Gyanpur Road rail section and stations.  He was
accompanied by SDE-III Atul Tripathi,
SDEE/Traction Pankaj Kesharwani and CPD-
1 of RVNL Vikas Chandra and other senior offi-
cers on the occasion. AGM saw the progress of
the doubling works going on the Madhosingh-
Gyanpur road rail section. He issued directives
to compelete new island platforms, railway lines
and signals besides point machines, station

buildings and installation of  centralised VDU
panel within the stipulated timeframe as per the
standard. Along with it he directed the officials
concerned to adopt a safe way of working while
ensuring punctuality of important trains pass-
ing through this section during the non-inter-
locking works on this section. He directed to
arrange sand humps made for station overlap
at Gyanpur Road station in accordance with safe-
ty standards. AGM also inspected passenger
amenities, entrance and circulating areas at the
said stations and in view of the increasing num-
ber of passengers in future directed the officials
to develop them in a systematic and convenient
manner. After the inspection AGM reached
Varanasi and in DRM’s office held a detailed dis-
cussion with divisional officers on various
stages of development projects going on in the
division and their implementation.  On the occa-
sion DRM Vijay Kumar Panjiar, ADRM (Infra)
Praveen Kumar, ADRM (Operations) SPS Yadav,
CMS Dr MS Nabial, SDOM Rohit Gupta, SDE
(Coordination) Rakesh Ranjan, SDCM Sanjeev
Sharma, SDME (O&F) Alok Kesharwani, SDME
(Carriage & Wagon) SP Srivastava, SDOM
(General) AK Saxena, SDEE (General) Satyendra

Yadav, Senior Divisional Finance Manager Preeti
Verma, Senior Divisional Personnel Officer
Sameer Paul and senior divisional officer were pre-
sent. After this Agarwal inspected the stalls of safe-
ty and other important critical materials approved
by RDSO, Lucknow, at the Vendor Development
Centre established at Varanasi.  He saw the RDSO
specifications, of all materials displayed there,
annual requirement and their rates.

DRM’S DIRECTIVE: In order to see the
progress made in preparation for patch and non-
interlocking works apart from various ongoing
projects under the Varanasi-Ballia section dou-
bling project, (DRM), Varanasi division of
(NER), Vijay Kumar Panjiar made an inspection
between Ballia and Phephna stations. During it
along with senior officials of the division and
construction organisation, the DRM first
reached Ballia Jn in his special inspection vehi-
cle. After inspecting the available passenger facil-
ities at the railway station, he gave necessary direc-
tions to the officers. He also directed them to
expedite the doubling works. He then reached
Phephna railway station boarding a motor trol-
ley. By inspecting the progress of ongoing works
between Ballia and Phephna, Panjiar saw the
progress of various works in connection with dou-
bling of railway section, such as levelling work,
spread of ballast, installation of signals and point
machines, information boards, level gates, bridges
and culverts etc He also inspected passenger facil-
ities at Phephna railway station, apart from see-
ing the progress made in various works of sta-
tion development, including platform upgra-
dation and extension and gave directions to the
officers concerned. During his stay at Phephna,
Panjiar informed that the final phase of dou-
bling project between Ballia and Phephna sta-
tions is going on as the patch works required
for completion of the pre non-interlocking work
is scheduled from January 17 and non-inter-
locking work from January 27 to 30 and after
which the doubling the tracks works of this sec-
tion will be completed, he added. During his
inspection, the DRM was accompanied by
SDE-II Manoj Kumar Singh, SDEE (Electric
Traction) Pankaj Keshar wani,  Senior
Divisional Signal and Telecom Engineer
Trimbak Tiwari, Deputy Chief Signal and
Telecom Engineer (Construction) Ashutosh
Pandey and some senior officers of Construction
Division of NER.
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The railway administration
for the convenience of peo-

ple will run the 05114 Chhapra
Kacheri-Gomti Nagar daily
special train from January 27
until further order. All coach-
es will be of reserved category
and passengers travelling in
them will have to follow the
Covid-19 prevention guide-
lines, CPRO PK Singh said.
The 05114 Chhapra Kacheri-
Gomti Nagar daily special will
from January 27 daily depart
from Chhapra Kacheri at 19.20
hrs, from Marhaura at 19:52
hrs, from Mashrakh at 20.17
hrs, from Dighwa Dubauli at
20.43 hrs, from Gopalganj at
21.27 hrs, from Thawe at 22.00
hrs, from Tamkuhi Road at
22.37 hrs, from Dudahi at
22.53 hrs, from Padrauna at
23.13 hrs, from Ramkola at

23.33 hrs, from Kaptanganj on
second day at 00.10 hrs, from
Gorakhpur at 01.20 hrs, from
Basti at 02.22 hrs, from
Mankapur at 03.15 hrs, from
Gonda at 03.55 hrs, from
Barabanki at 05.45 hrs  and
reach Gomti Nagar at 06.35 hrs.
During the return journey the
05113 Gomti Nagar-Chhapra
Kacheri daily special will from
January 28 depart from Gomti
Nagar daily at 21.10 hrs,
Barabanki at 21.48 hrs, from
Gonda at 23.30 hrs, from
Mankapur at 23.54 hrs, from
Basti on second day 00.48 hrs,
from Gorakhpur at 02.30 hrs,
from Kaptanganj at 03.35 hrs,
from Padrauna at 04.10 hrs,
from Dudahi 04.30 hrs, from
Tamkuhi Road at 04.45 hrs,
Thawe at 05.45 hrs, Gopalganj
at 06.00 hrs, Dighwa Dubauli
at 06.42 hrs, Masrakh at 07.10
hrs, Marhaura at 07.38 hrs

and reach Chhapra Kacheri at
08.40 hrs. A total of 20 coach-
es, including including two of
SLRD, eight of general second
class, seven of sleeper class, two
of AC third class and one of AC
class coach will be attached.

DIVERSION: In connec-
tion with doubling patch work
between Ballia-Phephna sta-
tions of Varanasi division due
to pre-non-interlocking (PNI)
work from January 17 and
non-interlocking (NI) work
from January 27 to 30, the rail-
way administration as per the
information released earlier
had diverted the 09065 Surat-
Chhapra special  to run from
Surat on January 23. According
to the revised information,
now 09065 Surat-Chhapra spe-
cial to run from Surat on
January 25 will be diverted via
Mau-Bhatni-Chhapra, CPRO
PK Singh said.
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Chhanbey MLA Rahul Kol said connecting roads
were not only a facility to commute but they were

a medium to pave the way for the overall development
of villages. While dedicating a connecting road to the
public constructed at a cost of � 9.16 lakh in Mahokhar
village recently, MLA  appealed to people to avail the
facilities provided by government. Besides, he inaugu-
rated another road in Semari village of a cost of �9.83 lakh
and promised to render his services for the betterment
of his constituency. Among those present were Santosh
Pandey, Raghav Singh, Sadhu Pandey and Sanjay Singh.

TRIBUTES PAID: Under the aegis of Sadhana Lalit
Kala Prashikshan Kendra artistes of different genres pre-
sented a programme to pay tributes to art maestro late
Maheshwarpati Tripathi on his death anniversary
recently. Throwing light on his life, his disciple
Vindhyavasini Kesarwani said he was an able teacher and
so dedicated to art that he spent his life to train his dis-
ciples. It was due to his able guidance that his disciples
earned fame at the international level and even in the cine
world, he added. Earlier the programme started with the
garlanding of Tripathi’s portrait by Vindhyavasini. On
the occasion shehnai player Chhote Lal was accompanied
by Abhishek on tabla which was followed by a dance by
Ashutosh. Besides Hardik Kesarwani’s performance on gui-
tar,  other artistes who performed on the occasion were Hari
Shankar Tiwari, Dhruva, Bhola Nath Mishra, Sarvottam
Mishra and Purushottam Mishra. The programme con-
cluded with a classical song as a tribute to Maheshwarpati
Tripathi by Onkar Nath and Rameshwar Bhatt. The pro-
gramme was conducted by Dineshwarpati Tripathi and vote
of thanks was proposed by convener Om Prakash Mishra. 
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The Katra Kotwali police nabbed two
motorcycle thieves recently. As per the

reports, Katra Kotwali police during rou-
tine patrolling in evening was informed
that two suspicious-looking persons  were
waiting for someone at Putlighar area fol-
lowing which they police raided the place
and nabbed the two with as many motor-
cycles. As per the police, they could not show
the document of the vehicles. During inter-
rogation they confessed that the motorcy-
cles were stolen from different places. The
police arrested them and seized the motor-
cycles. After completing the legal formali-
ties the police sent the accused, Deepak and
Santosh belong to Birohi village under
Vindhyachal police station, to jail. 
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar along with District
Magistrate Alok Tiwari and
DIG Parminder Singh jointly
kicked off the COVID-19 vac-
cination drive in Kanpur Nagar
at the Kanshiram Hospital cen-
tre on Friday. 

Chief Medical Officer Dr
AK Mishra received the first
shot of COVID-19 vaccine in
Kanpur Nagar and the DC
later handed over a certificate
to him after the vaccination.

The DC said that with the
arrival of the vaccine and the
launch of the vaccination drive
the people of Kanpur Division

would be able to fight the pan-
demic in a big way. 

He said under this drive,
the COVID-19 vaccine would
first be administered to the
front line workers and then the
rest of the people. 

He appealed to the people
to ensure that they took the
vaccine in their own interest
and help the nation fight the
pandemic and save precious
lives. 

The DC also advised peo-
ple to refrain from being car-
ried away by rumours.

After taking the vaccine
shot, the CMO said being the
head of the health department
in the district, the onus of tak-
ing the vaccine rested on him

and this was an effort to send
across a message to the mass-
es that the vaccine was very safe
and free of any adverse reaction
as was being quoted in some
sections of the media. 

He said special security
arrangements had been made
at the centre and on the inau-
gural day only 100 doctors or
paramedical staff would be
vaccinated and after proper
verification of their papers and
details.

The CMO said in the city,
vaccination was being carried
out at six places and at the entry
points checking was being
done to ensure only the prior
registered people were allowed
to enter the premises. 

He said there was a waiting
room with TV and drinking
water facility along with a help
desk to apprise the people that
all those who were taking the
vaccine on Saturday had to
ensure that they took the sec-
ond dose exactly on the 29th
day. 

The CMO said if one failed
to take the repeat dose after 28
days the vaccine would be ren-
dered useless. 

He said after the vaccina-
tion, the person had to wait at
the centre and the medical
team would monitor him to see
if everything was normal and
only then the vaccinated per-
son would be allowed to go
home.
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Uttar Pradesh Metro Rail
Corporation Limited

(UPMRC) Managing Director
Kumar Keshav performed the
bhoomi pujan for the receiving
sub-station (RSS) to be con-
structed in the Horticulture
Research Centre premises sit-
uated at GT Road. 

This receiving sub-station
will provide power supply for
the operations of Metro trains
and stations. 

Keshav said with the cur-
rent pace of work the Kanpur
Metro project was likely to be
completed on time.

During the bhoomi pujan,
other senior officials of the
UPMRC were also present.

Talking to the press per-
sons, Keshav said the receiving
sub-station was an important
unit for Metro operations as the
entire Metro system received
power supply from it for the
smooth functioning of the sta-
tions and trains.  

He said with the bhoomi
pujan for the construction of
the receiving sub-station,
Kanpur Metro had taken a
step towards the goal of pro-
viding a world-class local tran-
sit system in the stipulated
time frame.

He further said that for the
smooth operations of Kanpur
Metro services, the UPMRC
would acquire 220 kV power

supply from Uttar Pradesh
Power Transmission
Corporation Ltd. (UPPTCL)
grid in Bithoor, and the power
received from the grid would

be converted into 33 kV sup-
ply through RSS and then con-
verted into 415 volts AC
through the various systems
that would be installed inside

the Metro stations to be used
for lighting, lifts, escalators
and air-conditioning systems
etc. at the stations. 

The UPMRC MD said that
for train operations the 33 kV
supply would be converted
into 750 volts DC at mainline.
He said two RSS would be built
for the proposed two
Metro corridors (the first
from IIT-K to Naubasta and
the second one from
Agricultural University to
Barra-8) under the Kanpur
Metro project.  

He said the construction
work of the first RSS had been
started while the second one
would be built at Phoolbagh.
He said one RSS unit would be
capable to provide necessary
power supply for the operations
of Metro stations and trains but
for ensuring seamless Metro
operations, two RSS were to be
built and installed.

Keshav said the contract
for construction and installa-
tion of RSS had been awarded
to the consortium of Sterling &
Wilson Private Limited and
GSC-JV group. 

He said the UPMRC aimed
to complete the work of the
RSS at the Horticulture
Research Centre by September
2021 and work of electrical sys-
tems at Metro stations by
October 2021 for ensuring
operations on the mainline of
the priority corridor.

KANPUR (PNS): The
Federation of Indian Exports
Organisation President Sharad
Kumar Saraf on Friday said that
the monthly exports had
moved towards positive terri-
tory as major export products
showed signs of further revival
as expected.  

He said the marginal
increase of 0.14 per cent with
US$ 27.15 billion of exports
was showing signs of revival as
order booking position had
continuously improved and
more new orders were in the
offing.

Saraf said that the year
2021 had brought a ray of
hope and optimism for all
from the worst of COVID-19
and effective vaccines were
expected to bring both life
and economy back on growth
trajectory with a V-shaped
recovery in world trade.  

He said the arrival of vac-
cines had also helped in boost-
ing the business sentiments
for the sector as a whole, which
could be seen from the positive
figures of the upcoming
months.

Saraf said the December
exports also signalled that the
traditional and labour-intensive
sectors of exports had passed
the most challenging and test-
ing times as both Christmas
and New Year season sales
had shown positive trends with
further improvement in com-
ing months.  

He added that going ahead
by this trend, it was expected
that the inventories would be
liquidated, adding further to
the overall demand.

The FIEO chief said that
the exports of other products
showed either a very high or
impressive growth or were in
positive territory, showing signs
of further revival. 

He said exports of 20 out of
the 30 major product categories
were positive during the
month.  

He said the operationali-
sation of the new RoDTEP
effective from January 1, 2021
would remove uncertainty
from the minds of the trade
and industry and being WTO
compatible, the same would
provide complete rebating of
Indian exports by refunding the
taxes, including embedded
taxes, not rebated through any
other mechanism. 

KUSFTA LEADERS
MEET CSJMU VC: Kanpur
University Self-Finance
Teachers Association (KUSF-
TA) president Dr Kamlesh
Yadav and general secretary Dr
Akhand Pratap Singh met
CSJM University Vice
Chancellor Prof Neelima Gupta
and Registrar Dr Anil Yadav on
Saturday to press them for
early settlement of their
demands. 
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KANPUR(PNS): In the wake
of the cold wave sweeping
across large parts of India,
especially Uttar Pradesh, frost
has emerged as a potent threat
to the rabi crops. The CSA
University of Agriculture and
Technology will hold farmers’
training camp to apprise them
of how to save their crops
from frost. UP and other
northern states are under the
grip of cold and frost and this
has engendered the need to cre-
ating awareness among farm-
ers.

This was stated by ICAR
Assistant Director Dr Prabhat
Singh Geharwar while address-
ing a virtual session on how to
save crops from frost, on
Friday. He said frost, both on
the ground and on plants, had
put a number of crops at risk
— from wheat, gram and sea-
sonal vegetables to coriander
and potato. He said frost could
affect crops in various ways and
could form a layer on stems,
leaves and fruits, causing the
plant cells to rupture.  

He said similarly, ground

frost limited the availability of
soil oxygen and moisture to
plants and when plants did not
access soil nutrients in this way,
it was called a physiological
drought. He said the current
frost conditions had seeming-
ly resulted from a combination
of factors and one was the cold
wave that had been sweeping
north India.

He said the onus rested on
farm universities to apprise
the farmers on how to tackle
the challenges caused by frost.
He said there were various

measures to protect crops from
frost — from watering the
fields in the evening to shield-
ing the plants with straw, poly-
thene or gunny bags, or even
using heaters or certain chem-
icals that lower the freezing
point.  

He said there were long-
term measures such as better
site selection, choosing more
weather-hardy plants and
changing the sowing date to
avoid frost risk.  The vote of
thanks was proposed by Dr
Ghazab Singh. 
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Ashuttering contractor was
fatally knocked down by a

container near the cold storage
in Bakothi village under
Bilhaur police station on
Saturday morning. 

Two persons accompany-
ing the contractor sustained
injury in the mishap. 

Raman Pratap (26), son of
BSP leader Sobran Lal Shastri
of Triveni Bazaar in Bilhaur,
was a shuttering contractor. On
Saturday morning, he along
with labourers Mahendra
Singh (20) and Rahul (22), son
of Ram Kishore of Aliapur vil-
lage, was going to a work site
on a motorcycle for laying
shuttering. 

On GT Road, near the
cold storage in Bakothi village,
a speeding container knocked
down the motorcycle while
trying to overtake it. 

As Raman, Rahul and
Mahendra fell on the ground,
the container ran over the con-
tractor, killing him on the spot.

Rahul and Mahendra sus-
tained injuries.

The container driver man-
aged to escape with the vehicle.

The police sent the injured
to the community health cen-
tre. 

Bilhaur Inspector Prayag
Narain Bajpai said efforts were
on to trace the guilty contain-
er driver. 

He said on the basis of
complaint, FIR would be reg-
istered against the container
driver and action would be
taken against him.
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The CBI has re-registered
J&K ACB FIR in connec-

tion with the alleged irregular-
ities committed in transfer of
land under the Roshni Scheme
against 13 persons of
Pulwama, including seven
then officials posted in the dis-
trict l ike the Deputy
Commissioner, Pulwama and
his subordinates.

The then Deputy
Commissioner, Pulwama,
Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo, the
then Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Pulwama
Iftikhar-ul Hasnain, the then
Assistant Commissioner,
Revenue, Mohammad Rajab
Bhatt, the then Tehsildar
Mohammad Hussain, the then
Naib Tehsildar, Kakpora,
Mohammad Maqbool
Ahanger, the then Girdawar,
Kakpora, Ghulam Ahmad
Sheikh and the then Patwari
Halqa , Kakpora, Abdul Razak
Wagey  have been named in
the FIR. In addition, private
persons named in the FIR are
Ahmad Pandith, Nabi Naikoo,
Mohammad Amin Pandith,
Dr Farhat Pandith, Abdul
Majid Sheikh and Ghulam
Rasool Wani. The accused

have been booked under
Section 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy) of the Ranbir Penal
Code and relevant provisions
of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

“In pursuance of the J&K
High Court, FIR No 29/2015
OF Police Station-VOK, now
ACB, J&K is re-registered,”
reads the FIR.

An audit report of the
Principal Accountant General
(Audit) alleged irregularities
committed in the transfer of
land under the Roshni scheme.
The report revealed that the
off icers and off icials of
Revenue department of
Pulwama have by abuse and
misuse of their official position

as public servants conferred
undue pecuniary benefit upon
the illegal occupants of state
land by arbitrarily fixing the
price of land which was lower
than the prevailing market
rate of the area, incorrect
application of rates and unau-
thorised change of classifica-
tion of land from residential to
agricultural.

Verification revealed that
the ownership rights of the
state land measuring six
Kanals, 10 Marlas and four
Sirsai was transferred in the
name of the six accused per-
sons under Jammu and
Kashmir State Land (vesting of
ownership) Act, 2001, it
added.
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New Delhi (PNS): Former Union Minister P
Chidambaram on Saturday hit out at the Centre
over the impasse on the farm laws, alleging that
“no one” was consulted for the legislations, and
asserted that the only way out for the Government
was to agree to start on a “clean slate”. His remarks
came a day after the Centre asked protesting farm-
ers to form an informal group to prepare a con-
crete proposal about their objections and sugges-
tions on the farm laws for further discussion at their
next meeting on January 19 to end the long-run-
ning protest at various Delhi borders. The protest-
ing farmer unions, however, stuck to their main
demand of a complete repeal of the three legisla-
tions. In a series of tweets, Chidambaram said that
as expected, another round of talks between the
farmers and government has failed.

The fault lies with the Government because it
will not agree to get rid of the disputed laws, the
former Union minister said. “RTI responses have
exposed as a lie the government’s claim that there
were extensive consultations before the Farm Laws
Ordinances were promulgated. The truth is that
no one was consulted. In particular, state govern-
ments were not consulted,” he alleged.

The only way out of the impasse is for the gov-
ernment to admit its mistake and agree to start on
a clean slate, Chidambaram said. Thousands of
farmers, mostly from Haryana and Punjab, have
been protesting at several border points of Delhi
since November 28 last year, demanding a repeal
of the three laws and a legal guarantee to the min-
imum support price (MSP) system for their
crops. Enacted in September last year, the three laws
have been projected by the Centre as major reforms
in the agriculture sector that will remove middle-
men and allow farmers to sell their produce any-
where in the country.
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Former president of the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) and senior advocate

Vikas Singh on Saturday requested Chief
Justice S A Bobde to constitute a bench to
resolve the election stalemate of the profession-
al body of lawyers. He said Dushyant Dave, who
resigned from the post of SCBA president on
Thursday, was to constitute the election com-
mittee in the first week of November last year
as the term of the executive committee was end-
ing on December 13.

“He delayed the decision by a month. Even
after deciding on December 4, he delayed com-
municating to the election committee by anoth-
er week. When the EC had already decided to
conduct the election virtually, there was no
occasion for him to call an EC to ratify the elec-
tion committee decision of appointing NSDL,”
Singh said in a letter to the Registrar General
of the Supreme Court.

“If a hybrid mode (of election) was what
they wanted, they should have decided on
December 4. Now asking the election commit-
tee to defer the election to third week of
February is again an attempt by Dave to pro-
long his tenure till then creating a drama of res-
ignation and then making the EC to reject his
decision to resign,” the letter stated.

The senior lawyer said all the three mem-
bers of the the election committee resigned on
Friday night as the SCBA refused to accept its
decision to hold elections through NSDL, a dig-
ital firm.

8A*$�.��������������,��
.���������������������
�
�	��������	�	����5�����

 �����!�
������������
���$�	���	��������	��������������.�	��	�	����%	�����������>���������������$���	
�,,	�
�	��	�	�	 �,����

����� �*���*+,(

There will be no letup in the
intense cold and dense to very

dense fog conditions in the north
and north western parts of the
country at least the next three to
four days. Dense to very dense fog
over north and central India has
delayed several trains and  resched-
uled flights in Delhi, Amritsar and
Lucknow on Saturday due to poor
to zero visibility.

According to the India
Meteorological Department (IMD),
zero visibility was reported over
Delhi, Lucknow and Amritsar due
to variable and calm lower-level
winds on Saturday. “Zero visibility
shown over Delhi, Lucknow and
Amritsar...,” the IMD said in a tweet.
This is the third time during this
winter season that the visibility has
dropped to zero in several cities.
Dense fog-induced low visibility
conditions led to delay of over 40
flights from the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA) here
on Saturday. According to airport
sources, poor visibility conditions
and non-compliant CAT III B
trained pilots led to the delays.

According to IMD, Ludhiana,
Patiala, Karnal and Aligarh report-
ed visibility-50 meters each at 5.30
pm on Saturday and Bahraich,
Gangtok, Cooch Behar-200 each.
As regards Delhi and  Safdarjung
have reported visibility 500 meters
while visibility in Palam was report-
ed1000 meters.

The dense fog is likely to per-
sist on Sunday and Monday as well.
“Dense to very dense fog at
some/many pockets very likely
over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh
& Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, north

Rajasthan; at isolated pockets over
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal &
Sikkim, Bihar during the next two-
three days,” the IMD said.

“This will also lead to dense fog
conditions with visibility at below
200 metres in the morning hours,
which can impact the transport and
power sectors,” it said.

Due to the prevalence of dry
north and north-westerly winds,
minimum temperatures are likely
to fall by 2-4 degrees over most
parts of northwest India during the
next two days. The cold and chilly
winter this year is due to the pre-
vailing La Nina condition which is
a weather phenomenon  caused
due to the cooling of the Pacific
Ocean. This has led to the drop in
temperature and long spells of
cold. Also, the western distur-
bances brought rains and snowfall
in the first week of January which
has also impacted the weather.

Kuldeep Srivastava, head of

regional forecasting at the Regional
Meteorological Department in
Delhi, said that temperatures will
begin to rise from January 19. “The
La Nina conditions will persist till
the first week of February 2021. We
expect day temperatures to grad-
ually increase from January-end
which will give some respite to
people,” he said.

Dense fog also added to
extreme cold in Jammu & Kashmir
on Saturday, and the weather
office forecast no major change
during the next five days in the
prevailing weather conditions.
Srinagar city — the summer cap-
ital ofJammu and Kashmir --
recorded a low of minus 8.2
degrees Celsius, down from minus
7.6 degrees Celsius the previous
night.

Cold wave conditions pre-
vailed in Punjab and Haryana on
Saturday, with Bathinda register-
ing a minimum temperature of 4

degrees Celsius. Among other
places in Punjab, Amritsar,
Ludhiana and Patiala braved the
chill at 6.5, 7.8 and 6.7 degrees
Celsius, respectively, up to three
degrees above normal.

In Uttar Pradesh, the lowest
temperature in Uttar Pradesh was
2.6 degrees Celsius, recorded at
Churk observatory, while Jhansi
registered a high of 24.2 degree
Celsius -- the highest in the state.

Cold wave conditions contin-
ued in Himachal Pradesh with
Keylong shivering at minus 6.8
degrees Celsius. IMD has predict-
ed dry but cold weather in the
state till January 22.  Tribal Lahaul
and Spiti’s administrative centre
Keylong continued to be the cold-
est place in the state at minus 6.8
degrees Celsius, Shimla MeT cen-
tre director Manmohan Singh
said. Kalpa in Kinnaur district
recorded a low of zero degrees
Celsius, he added.
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AThane Special Court on
Saturday granted bail to as

many 89 accused in the much-
discussed Palghar lynching
incident, in which two Sadhus
and their driver were killed by
an irate mob near Kasa town in
Maharashtra’s Palghar district
in April last year..

Having heard arguments
by Special Public Prosecutor
Satish Maneshinde and defense
counsels Amrut Adhikari and
Atul Patil on January 6, Special
Judge S. B. Bahalkar granted
bail to the 89 accused against
a deposit of Rs 15,000 each.

The judge scheduled the
next hearing of the case for
February 15. 

Earlier in their defence of
the accused, counsels Amrut
Adhikari and Atul Patil had
told the court that the appli-
cants had no role to play in the
attack and the police had
arrested them on mere suspi-
cion. They had also questioned

the validity of the three FIRS
filed against them.

As many as 251 adults and
16 juveniles are being tried on
various charges of rioting,
attempt to murder and murder
in connection with the April
16, 2020 Palghar  lynching
incident which created public
outrage across the country.  

Till date, a total of 176
accused and 11 juveniles have
been granted bail while the bail
applications of 36 more have
been rejected. 

On July 16, this year, the
state CID filed a comprehensive
charge-sheets against the
accused before a Dahanu court
in connection with the April
16, 2020 Palghar  lynching
incident.In its charge sheet –
running into 4955 pages -- filed
before the court of Judicial
Magistrate First Class (JMFC)
at Dahanu in Palghar district,
the CID sleuths had named 126
accused in connection with
the incident that took place on
the night of April 16.

The investigation team, led
by Deputy Superintendent of
Police (CID) Vijay Pawar, filed
the charge-sheet after examin-
ing 808 suspects and 118 wit-
nesses to collect strong evi-
dence against the accused.

It may be recalled that on
the night of April 16 last year,
three persons were lynched by
a 200-strong mob of villagers
near Kasa town in
Maharashtra’s Palghar district
on suspicion that they were
thieves.

The villagers first hurled
stones at the van, prompting
the driver to stop the vehicle.
Later, they pulled three persons
out of the vehicle and beat
them to death in
Gadhchinchale village on
Dabhadi-Khanwel road, with
sticks and rods.

The deceased ---identified
as Chikne Maharaj
Kalpavrukshagiri (70),
Sushilgiri Maharaj (35) and dri-
ver Nilesh Telgade (30) were
travelling to Surat. Of them one

was the diver, while two are res-
idents of Kandivli in north
Mumbai.  The place where the
incident took place is 
approximately 120 km from
Mumbai. 

In their charge-sheet, the
investigators have said that the
incident had taken place amid
rumours that child-lifters were
roaming in the area during the
lockdown. The villagers
allegedly suspected the three
deceased to be child-lifters. 

The accused arrested in
connection with the incident
have been charged under var-
ious sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) for murder,
armed rioting and using crim-
inal force to prevent a public
servant from doing is duty
and relevant provisions of the
Disaster Management Act, the
Epidemic Diseases Act (since
lockdown was in force during
the incident), the Maharashtra
Police Act and the Maharashtra
Damage to Public Property
(Prevention) Act.
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They may be rationalists and
atheists but the leaders of

Dravidian ideology selected the
auspicious Pongal day to declare
their election promises to the
people of Tamil Nadu. MK
Stalin, president of the DMK
who is also the Leader of the
Opposition, made it known that
the ‘crisis ridden’ farm sector in
the State  stands to gain a big for-
tune if they vote him and his
party to power in the upcoming
election to the legislative assem-
bly. Even Kamal Haasan, the
cine actor-turned founder of
Makkal Neethi Maiam chose the
Pongal day to declare his plan of
action for Tamil people.

“We will write off all farm

loans and jewel loans. You
should remember that the last
time we came to power in 2006,
the first thing done by Kalaignar
(late Chief Minister M
Karunanidhi) after the swearing
in of his government was to issue
an order waiving of cooperative
loans worth Rs 7,000 crore.
This time we will waive of all
agriculture loans including jewel
loans,” declared Stalin on Friday.

He also made it known that
the DMK was not against
Hindus as made out by the
Fascist forces like the RSS, BJP
and other Hinutwa forces. “The
DMK is a political party which
believes in the ideology of one
god, one race that was pro-
pounded by party founder C N
Annadurai. People will not
believe the allegations made by

the Hindutwa leaders,” said
Stalin.

The AIADMK is on  a
media blitzkrieg issuing jacket
advertisements to all major
newspapers in the State. A pro-
Left daily in English has been
carrying full page advertise-
ments for the last few days list-
ing the achievements made by
the AIADMK Government dur-
ing the last five years. The inter-
nal power struggle in the party
is visible in the advertisements
which feature pictures of
Annadurai, MGR, Jayalalithaa
and Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswamy. There is no men-
tion about AIADMK steering
committee coordinator and
deputy chief minister O
Panneerselvam in these public-
ity series running into crores of

rupees.
A hurt Panneerselvam

chose to strike back, without
much fanfare. His followers put
up advertisements in all friend-
ly vernacular dailies and Tamil
TV channels eulogizing the
chosen heir of Amma (J
Jayalalithaa).  Interestingly, there
was no mention of Palaniswamy
in the advertisements.
Panneerselvam, it is reliably
learnt that, is sad that the camp
followers of Palaniswamy
ignored and blacked out his con-
tribution in getting the ban on
Jallikkattu lifted by the Centre
through ordinances. He is yet to
forget the unceremonious man-
ner in which he was evicted
from the chair of the chief min-
ister.

Kamal Haasan said he

would launch a Ministry of
Possibilities, once he was sworn
in as chief minister. “As part of
my plans to usher in Industrial
Revolution 4.0, it is a must that
we should have a ministry like
this to cater to science and
technology, start-ups, and inno-
vation. Also in my agenda is the
development of less developed
regions in Tamil Nadu,” said the
actor. While the AIADMK and
DMK offer more IT Parks in the
State, Hassan declared that he
would set up skill development
parks in all districts in Tamil
Nadu.  

The AIADMK, BJP, the
Congress, the PMK, the Hindu
Makkal Katchi,  and other fringe
parties  are expected to declare
their plans of action in the
coming days.
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Lalitpur (UP): The body of a
14-year-old girl, who had been
missing for the last two days,
was recovered from an agri-
cultural field here, police said
on Saturday.

The body was found in
Jamalpur village under
Talbehat police station area on
Friday evening, they said.

The girl went missing from
her home on Thursday but her
family did not inform the
police, Circle Officer (CO)
Devendra Kumar Singh said.

The condition of the girl's
body suggested that she had
either consumed poison or
was forcibly made to consume
it, he said. PTI
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After the successful comple-
tion of the trial run of the

40 ton Bailey bridge, complet-
ed within 60 hours by the men
and machinery of the Border
Roads Organisation, the traffic
on the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway was restored
late Saturday afternoon to clear
the rush of stranded vehicles in
Ramban district. 

The vehicular traffic on the
270 Km NH44 between Jammu
and Srinagar was suspended on
January 10 due to the sinking
of a retention wall and about 15
Mt road stretch near a bridge
at Kaila Morh  in Ramban.

According to the Chief
Engineer, Border Roads
Organisation, Brigadier I K

Jaggi, the Bridge was put to trial
at 2.45 PM and traffic was
allowed to pass in a regulated
manner after giving some final
touches and verification.

The 40 ton Bailey bridge
was constructed by Border
Roads Origination (BRO) team
headed by Brigadier IK Jaggi,
along with Commandant, 760
Border Roads Task Force
(BRTF), N K Dixit and OC, 99
RCC (Road Construction
Company), GREF, Lt Colonel
Varun Khera.  

Brig. Jaggi said that the
bridge was raised within 60
hours, well ahead of the 72
hour deadline set by NHAI.
“All of us, Commandant, Dixit
and OC, Khera and me stayed
at the site to supervise the work
day and night. The material for

Bailey bridge was brought from
different parts of Kashmir and
Kishtwar district in as many as
30 trucks” he added.

ADGP Traffic J&K,  T.
Namgyal; DC Ramban, Nazim
Zai Khan; SSP Traffic JS Johar;
ADC , Ramban, Harbans Lal,
ASP Rajni Sharma, PD NHA1,
Parshotam Kumar also visited
the spot.

The DC Ramban lauded
the efforts of BRO for erecting
the Bailey bridge in a record
time to restore the National
Highway –the only all weath-
er supply line to Kashmir.

Meanwhile, the traffic
authorities said that only
stranded vehicles followed by
Srinagar bound vehicles car-
rying essential commodities
were allowed in the evening.
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Hundreds of
front line

health and sani-
tation workers
were adminis-
tered the first
dose of the
Covid-19 vac-
cine after Prime
M i n i s t e r
Narendra Modi
launched a
nationwide vac-
cination drive dedicated to the
corona warriors across differ-
ent district headquarters of
the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir.

The main function was
attended by the Lt-Gov Manoj
Sinha here in Government
Medical College Hospital in
Jammu. Sanitation worker,
Raju, was administered the
first dose in the presence of
senior Health department offi-
cials and GMC staff. Along
with him several senior doctors
received the first dose of the
vaccine.Similarly, health work-
ers were administered the first
dose of the Covid 19 vaccine in
SKIMS, Srinagar.

Terming the occasion as a
historic day in the fight against
Covid pandemic, Lt Governor
said he was delighted that the
wait for this much-awaited
vaccine has finally come to an

end.
Speaking on the occasion,

Lt Governor recalled that
COVID-19 pandemic was a big
challenge for humanity and
governments alike, and to steer
out of this challenge was an
uphill task, adding that the
Coronavirus vaccine is only
possible due to the untiring
efforts of doctors, medical
experts, scientists, and
researchers.

Lt Governor informed that
the vaccination would be given
in three phases covering Health
Care Workers followed by
frontline workers (security
forces, police, and other
defense personnel) and elder-
ly people in the initial phases.

Lt Governor urged people
to remain vigilant and follow all
Standard Operating Protocols
(SOPs) even after taking
COVID -19 vaccine shots, with

zero room for complacence
until 14 days after the second
dose is administered to them.

Lt Governor termed the
launch of vaccine for coron-
avirus eradication as a ‘golden
chapter in India’s history’ and
said that the day is an impor-
tant event that would be
remembered for generations to
come.

While detailing about the
vaccination programme, Lt
Governor said the government
has identified 1294 private and
1177 government facilities
along with 5400 vaccinators
and 14,481 potential vaccina-
tors across J&K.

Giving further details
about the vaccination drive, he
said that in J&K, 28 lakh have
been identified who will be
given Covid vaccine in the
first and second phase on
priority.
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Shiv Sena’s former Health
Minister Dr. Deepak

Sawant, a lady doctor Dr.
Madhura Patil and Serum
Institute of India (SII) Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Adar
Poonawalla were among the
first lot to be administered
Covid-19 vaccine in
Maharashtra on Saturday.

While Dr Sawant was
administered Covid-19 vac-
cine at the R. N. Cooper
Hospital, Vile Parle in north-
west Mumbai, Dr Patil was
injected with the vaccine at the
Bandra Kurla Complex field
hospital in north-central
Mumbai.

In a confidence building
exercise, SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla, whose company is
the major manufacturer of

Covid vaccine, took a life-sav-
ing jab of the Covishield
Vaccine produced by his com-
pany in Pune.

Soon after having been
vaccinated against Covid-19
virus on the inaugural day of
the vaccination drive launched
earlier in the morning in
Maharashtra by chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray, Poonawalla
posted a video of him rolling
up his sleeve and taking the
Covid vaccine from an admin-
istrator at an unidentified loca-
tion in Pune. 

“I wish India & (PM)
Narendra Modiji great success
in launching the world’s largest
Covid vaccination rollout,”
Poonawala tweeted., along with
the video showing him taking
the vaccine dose.

“It brings me great pride
that Covishield is part of this

historic effort and to endorse its
safety and efficacy, I join our
health workers in taking the
vaccine myself,” Poonawalla
added

While launching Covid-19
vaccine drive in Maharashtra,
Chief Minister Thackeray said:
“With this, we have taken a rev-
olutionary step today… During
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
health workers cooperated with
us in a big way. Even after the
vaccination, all Covid-19 pre-
cautions must continue to be
observed”.  Amid the media
glare, Dr. Patil took the first
Covishield vaccine dose in the
presence of the chief minister,
Mayor Kishori Pednekar, BMC
Commissioner I. S. Chahal,
Starwe ministers, civic and
medical officials and other invi-
tees..   Beginning Saturday,
the Covid-19 vaccines are being

administered at 285 centres in
all  36 districts across
Maharashtra, including 9 cen-
tres in Mumbai where an aver-
age of 4,000 shall be vaccinat-
ed daily, from  9 am to 5 pm. 

“We have received 139,400
doses of Covishield Vaccine
from the Serum Institute of
India. So far, nearly 1.30 lakh
people have registered them-
selves for vaccination,” the
Mayor said.  

Chahal said that as per the
Centre’s guidelines, the vacci-
nation drive will be carried out
in three phases with the front-
line workers, followed by san-
itation and other health work-
ers, police and those above 50
years ago, and lastly all under
50 years with comorbidities
“Bbut people below age of 18
have not been included for the
time being,” he said. 
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Panaji: Goa's COVID-19 tally
reached  52,345, after 83 more
people tested positive for the
infection on Saturday, an offi-
cial from the health department
said.

As many as 69 patients
were discharged from various
treatment facilities, while three
died of the infection during the
day, the official said.

With this, the toll in the
coastal state stands at

756 and the count of 
recoveries has reached 50,712,
he said.

There are currently 877
active cases in the coastal state,
the official said.

With the addition of 670
new samples tested in the day,
the total number of tests con-
ducted in the state has gone up
to 4,26,703, he added. PTI
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The Centre on Saturday said
bird flu in poultry has been

confirmed in nine districts of
Maharashtra, while culling
operation in poultry is under-
way in one district each in
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Apart from poul-
try, the viral disease has been
confirmed in crow in
Uttarakhand, Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh, while in pigeon,
brown fish owl and Heron in
Delhi. The Ministry of Animal
Husbandry on Saturday said
that Avian Influenza has been
confirmed in Chhatarpur dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh
(crow); Surat, Navsari and
Narmada districts of Gujarat
(crow); Dehradun district of
Uttarakhand (crow); Kanpur
district of Uttar Pradesh (crow).
Additionally, in Delhi, Pigeon
and brown fish owl in
Najafgarh and Heron in Rohini
have tested positive for avian

influenza. “Till 16 January,
2021 cases of Avian Influenza
have been confirmed in poul-
try in Latur, Parbhani, Nanded,
Pune, Solapur, Yavatmal,
Ahmednagar, Beed and Raigad
districts of Maharashtra,” it
said. However, the ministry
again requested state govern-
ments to “rethink” their deci-
sions to impose ban sale of
poultry products and allow
sale of poultry items sourced
from the non-infected
areas/states. As per the report,
received from Central Poultry
Development Organisation
Mumbai,  unusual mortality of
poultry have been found in the
farm. The samples have been
sent to the designated labora-
tory for testing. The ministry
has again asked the states to
rethink their decisions to
impose ban on sale of poultry
and poultry products and allow
selling of poultry and poultry
products sourced from the
non-infected areas/States. 
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das

on Saturday said the central
bank remains steadfast to take
any further measures as may be
required to support growth
without compromising on
financial stability.

Delivering the 39th
Palkhivala Memorial Lecture,
the governor said the principal
objective during the pandem-
ic period was to support eco-
nomic activity; and looking
back, it is evident that policies
of the RBI have helped in eas-
ing the severity of the economic
impact of the pandemic.

“I would like to unam-
biguously reiterate that the
Reserve Bank remains steadfast
to take any further measures, as
may be necessary, while at the
same time remaining fully
committed to maintaining
financial stability,” he said.

In a bid to maintain finan-
cial stability, Das emphasised

the need for banks to raise
resources in advance as a
buffer.

Going ahead, he said,
financial institutions in India
have to walk a tightrope in nur-
turing the economic recovery
within the overarching objec-
tive of preserving long-term
stability of the financial system.

The current COVID-19
pandemic related shock will
place greater pressure on the
balance sheets of banks in
terms of non-performing
assets, leading to erosion of
capital, he said, adding build-
ing buffers and raising capital
by banks – both in the public
and private sector – will be cru-
cial not only to ensure credit
flow but also to build resilience
in the financial system.

“We have advised all banks,
large non-deposit taking
NBFCs and all deposit-taking
NBFCs to assess the impact of
COVID-19 on their balance
sheet, asset quality, liquidity,
capital adequacy, and work

out possible mitigation mea-
sures, including capital plan-
ning, capital raising, and con-
tingency liquidity planning,
among others,” he said.

Prudently, a few large pub-
lic sector banks (PSBs) and
major private sector banks
(PVBs) have already raised
capital, and some have plans to
raise further resources taking
advantage of benign financial
conditions.“This process needs
to be put on the fast track,” he
added. The governor said
recent experience across coun-
tries during the pandemic sug-
gest that banks, non-banks,
financial markets and payment
systems remain at the core of
financial stability issues, there
was a need to work much clos-
er at the system in its entirety.

“In this sense, the overall
objective of financial stability
policies should be closely inter-
twined with the health of the
real economy,” he noted.

The financial stability
needs to be seen in a broader

perspective and must include
not just the stability of the
financial system and price sta-
bility but also ‘fiscal sustain-
ability and external sector via-
bility’, Das said.

Noting that good gover-
nance will have to be support-
ed by effective risk manage-
ment functions and assurance
mechanisms, he said banks

and non-banking finance insti-
tutions need to identify risks
early, monitor them closely
and manage them effectively.

The risk management
function in banks and NBFCs
should evolve with changing
times as technology becomes
all-pervasive and should be in
sync with international best
practices. In this context, instill-

ing an appropriate risk culture
in the organisation is impor-
tant,” he said.

A robust assurance mech-
anism by way of internal audit
function was another impor-
tant component of sound cor-
porate governance and risk
management, Das said, adding
it provides independent evalu-
ation and assurance to the
Board that the “operations
were performed in accordance
with set policies and proce-
dures”.

He said the central bank
has already taken a number of
measures and would continue
to do so.“Recent efforts in this
direction were geared towards
enhancing the role and stature
of compliance and internal
audit functions in banks by
clarifying supervisor expecta-
tions and aligning the guide-
lines with best practices.

“Some more measures on
improving governance in banks
and NBFCs are in the pipeline,”
he said.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday

announced the launch of Rs
1,000-crore ‘Startup India Seed
Fund’ to support startups and
help budding entrepreneurs
pursue innovative ideas.

Addressing the ‘Prarambh:
Startup India International
Summit’, Modi exuded confi-
dence that the growth of star-
tups will help in generating jobs
and improving lives of people
in the region.

“In order to provide initial
capital for startups, the nation
is launching a Rs 1,000 crore
Startup India Seed Fund. This
will help in setting up new star-
tups and promote their
growth,” the Prime Minister
said.

The summit marked the
fifth anniversary of the Startup
India initiative launched by
Modi on this day in 2016.

The government, Modi

added, has been implementing
the Fund of Fund Scheme to
help startups raise equity cap-
ital. Going forward, the gov-
ernment will also help startups

in raising debt capital, he
added. India, the Prime
Minister said, is home to the
world’s third largest startup
ecosystem which has helped
several budding entrepreneurs
to come up with innovative
technologies and become big
corporations.

He further said that star-
tups in India are not limited to
big cities and about 40 per cent
of such budding entrepreneurs
are coming from tier-II and -
III cities. Modi said in 2014
there were only four startups in
the unicorn club, but today
there are more than 30. 

He informed that 11 star-
tups entered the unicorn club
in 2020 itself. India is the
world’s third largest startup
ecosystem. There are over
41,000 startups in the country.
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Washington: US President-
elect Joe Biden has announced
an ambitious goal of inoculat-
ing 100 million of total 331 mil-
lion Americans with Covid-19
vaccines in the first 100 days of
his administration, noting the
vaccine rollout in the country,
the worst hit by the pandemic,
has been a “dismal failure.”

Ahead of his inauguration
on January 20, Biden on Friday
held a briefing with his team on
addressing the major health
crisis that has engulfed the
nation for nearly a year now.

The US is the worst-affect-
ed country in the world with
more than 23,523,000 COVID-
19 infections and 391,955
deaths, according to the Johns
Hopkins Coronavirus tracker.

During his election cam-
paign, Biden, a Democrat,
made tackling COVID-19 and
the economic hardships it had
put on Americans a core pitch
to voters.

“The vaccine rollout in the
United States has been a dismal
failure thus far and in today’s
briefing we discussed five
things, five things we will do in
an attempt to turn things

around, five things to turn
frustration into motivation,
five things to help us meet our
goal of 100 million shots by the
end of our first 100 days in
office. Some wonder if we are
reaching too far for that goal.
Is it achievable? It’s a legitimate
question to ask,” Biden told
reporters in Wilmington,
Delaware.

“Let me be clear; I am con-
vinced we can get it done, and
this is the time to set big goals
to pursue them with courage
and conviction because the
health of the nation is literally
at stake. First, we will imme-

diately work with states to
open up vaccinations to more
priority groups,” he said.

Biden said that the process
of establishing priority groups is
driven by science, but the prob-
lem is the implementation has
been too rigid and confusing.

“If you were to ask most
people today, they couldn’t tell
you who exactly is getting
vaccinated. What they do
know is there are tens of mil-
lions of doses of vaccine sitting
unused in freezers around the
country while people who
want and need the vaccine
can’t get it,” he said.  PTI

Washington: Outgoing US Vice
President Mike Pence has called
his soon-to-be successor
Kamala Harris to congratulate
her and offer his full co-opera-
tion in the transition of power,
according to multiple media
reports said.

However, there has been no
communication between out-
going President Donald Trump
and president-elect Joe Biden,
which is unprecedented in
recent memory.

“Vice President Mike Pence
telephoned Vice President-elect
Kamala Harris Thursday to
congratulate her and offer his
belated assistance — filling a
leadership role all but abdicat-
ed by President Trump, who is
planning to fly out of the capi-
tal shortly before Joseph R
Biden Jr is sworn in next week,”
The New York Times reported.

Friday’s call was the first
time Pence, 61, and Harris, 56,
had an one-to-one conversation
since their vice presidential
debate in October last year. It
was also the first direct contact
between the two leaders since
the November 3 presidential

election.
The traditional in-person

meeting between the outgoing
president and the president-
elect has not happened. Same is
the case with the outgoing vice
president and his successor.

In a rare departure from the
tradition, Trump has
announced that he will not
attend Biden’s inauguration on
January 6. Trump would depart
the White House for his Mar-a-
Lago resort in Florida just
before the inauguration.

Though Trump has still
refused to actually concede his
2020 election loss to Biden, he
promised that a “peaceful tran-
sition” of power would take
place. 

He was impeached on
Wednesday for inciting the
Capitol Hill riot that stemmed
from his unsubstantiated claims
of voter fraud. The deadly insur-
rection at the Capitol on January
6 by Trump’s supporters, who
unsuccessfully tried to stop
Congress from certifying Biden’s
win, resulted in the deaths of
five people, including a police
officer. PTI
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Terre Haute (US): The Trump
administration has carried out
its 13th federal execution since
July, an unprecedented run
that concluded just five days
before the inauguration of
President-elect Joe Biden — an
opponent of the federal death
penalty.

Dustin Higgs, convicted
in the killings of three women
in a Maryland wildlife refuge in
1996, was the third to receive
a lethal injection this week at
the federal prison in Terre
Haute, Indiana.

President Donald Trump’s
Justice Department resumed
federal executions last year fol-
lowing a 17-year hiatus. No
president in more than 120
years had overseen as many
federal executions.

Higgs, 48, was pronounced
dead at 1:23 am on Friday.

The number of federal
death sentences carried 
out under Trump since 2020 
is more than in the previous 
56 years combined, reducing
the number of prisoners on
federal death row by nearly a
quarter. AP
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ADallas-area real estate
agent who is facing

charges for allegedly being
part of the pro-President
Donald Trump mob that
stormed the U.S. Capitol last
week said she’s a “normal per-
son” who listened to her pres-
ident.

Jenna Ryan, 50, is accused
of “knowingly” entering or
remaining in the restricted
building or grounds without
lawful authority and disorder-
ly conduct on Capitol grounds
on Jan. 6, according to a crim-
inal complaint filed by the FBI
in a Washington federal court.

Matt DeSarno, special
agent in charge of the FBI
Dallas office, confirmed that
Ryan had turned herself in and
that her Carrollton apartment
was searched Friday. No per-
sonal telephone for Ryan was
available, and court records
didn’t list a lawyer for her as of
Friday.

Ryan shared photos and
videos on social media, includ-

ing a video in which she says,
“We’re gonna go down and
storm the Capitol,” in front of
a bathroom mirror, according
to the FBI criminal complaint.

The agent who signed the
complaint also noted that Ryan
live-streamed a 21-minute
Facebook video of her and a
group walking toward the
Capitol.

“We are going to (exple-
tive) go in here,” Ryan said in
the video as she approached
the top of the stairs on the west
side of the Capitol building.
“Life or death, it doesn’t mat-
ter. Here we go.” She then
turned the camera to expose
her face, the complaint noted,
and said, “Y’all know who to
hire for your Realtor, Jenna
Ryan for your Realtor.” 

Nearly halfway through,
Ryan appears to have made it
to the front door, chanting,
“USA, USA” and “Here we are,
in the name of Jesus.” In an
interview with KTVT-TV in
Fort Worth, Ryan said she
hoped that Trump would par-
don her. 

���
�	
������	��
�
����	

��.	7(
�����	�	�$	2����

Berlin: Germany, France and
Britain pressed Iran on Saturday
to back off the latest planned
violation of its 2015 nuclear deal
with world powers, saying that
Tehran has “no credible civilian
use” for uranium metal.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency said Thursday
Iran had informed it that it had
begun installing equipment for
the production of uranium
metal. It said Tehran maintains
its plans to conduct research
and development on uranium
metal production are part of its
“declared aim to design an
improved type of fuel.” 

Uranium metal can also be
used for a nuclear bomb, how-
ever, and research on its pro-
duction is specifically prohib-
ited under the nuclear deal —
the so-called Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action

— that Tehran signed with
Germany, France, Britain,
China, Russia and the United
States in 2015.

Since the unilateral
American withdrawal from the
deal in 2018, the other mem-
bers have been working to pre-
serve the accord. Iran has been
using violations of the deal to
put pressure on the other sig-
natories to provide more incen-
tives to Iran to offset crippling
American sanctions re-imposed
after the US pullout.

A joint statement from the
German, French and British
foreign ministries said they
are “deeply concerned” by the
latest Iranian announcement.

“Iran has no credible civil-
ian use for uranium metal,” it
said. “The production of urani-
um metal has potentially grave
military implications.”  AP
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commission says longtime
President Yoweri Museveni has
won a sixth term while top
Opposition challenger Bobi
Wine alleges rigging and offi-
cials struggle to explain how
polling results were compiled
amid an internet blackout.

In a generational clash
widely watched across the
African continent, with a
booming young population
and a host of aging leaders, the
38-year-old singer-turned-
lawmaker Wine posed arguably
the greatest challenge yet to
Museveni. He had strong sup-
port in urban centers where
frustration with unemploy-
ment and corruption is high.

The electoral commission
said Museveni received 58% of
ballots and Wine 34%, and
voter turnout was 52%.

The top United States

diplomat to Africa has called
the electoral process “funda-
mentally flawed.”

Thursday’s vote followed
the East African country’s
worst pre-election violence
since the 76-year-old Museveni
took office in 1986. Wine and
other opposition candidates
were often harassed, and more
than 50 people were killed

when security forces put down
riots in November over Wines
arrest. Wine petitioned the
International Criminal Court
this month over alleged torture
and other abuses by security
forces.

While the president holds
on to power, at least 15 of his
Cabinet ministers, including
the vice president, were voted

out, with many losing to can-
didates from Wines party, local
media reported.

Wine claimed victory
Friday, asserting that he had
video evidence of vote-rigging
and saying “every legal option
is on the table” to challenge the
official election results, includ-
ing peaceful protests.
Candidates can challenge elec-
tion results at the Supreme
Court.

Hours later, he tweeted
that the military had entered
his home compound and “we
are in serious trouble,” which a
military spokeswoman denied.
Wine, whose real name is
Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, was
roughed up and arrested sev-
eral times while campaigning
but was never convicted, and
eventually he campaigned
wearing a flak jacket and said
he feared for his life.

A heavy presence of secu-
rity forces remained around his
home, where he has said he was
alone with his wife and a sin-
gle security guard. AP
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Adead owl in the Delhi zoo
has been infected with bird

flu as the samples were found
positive for H5N8 avian
influenza virus under RT-PCR
test done by ICAR-National
Institute of High Security
Animal Disease (NIHSAD),
Bhopal, on Friday, officials
said on Saturday.

“The zoo witnessed the
death of a brown fish owl in
its captivity. Its cloacal, tra-
cheal and ocular swabs were
sent to the animal husbandry
unit of the Delhi Government
for serological examination,”
zoo Director Ramesh Pandey
said.

As per protocols and
guidelines issued by the Centre
and the Delhi Government,
sanitisation and surveillance
drills have been intensified in
the zoo and all possible pre-
ventive measures are being
taken, the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change said in a state-
ment.

Pandey said, “Birds in cap-
tivity have been isolated and are
under consistent monitoring
and care for their behaviour
and health. Spray of lime,
virkon-S and sodium
hypochlorite and foot bath of
potassium permanganate are
being done on regular intervals
every day.”

Chicken feed to raptors
and entry of vehicles inside the
zoo have already been stopped.
Movement of staff is also being
restricted and regulated in view
of the bird flu outbreak.

The Delhi zoo has both
captive and free-ranging birds,
including local migratory
waterfowls and waders, in its
premises.

On Monday, samples taken
from crows and ducks at parks
and lakes in the national
Capital had tested positive for
the avian influenza.
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“Since it was the first day of vaccination,
a few issues came up - delay in uploading
beneficiary list at some session sites and
healthcare workers vaccinated though not
scheduled for today’s session; Resolutions
provided for both the issues,” said Agnani.
Earlier in the day, Union Health Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan, who was at Delhi’s AIIMS
hailed the vaccines as “sanjeevani” (a mira-
cle cure) in the fight against the novel coro-
navirus. Sanitation worker Manish Kumar
became the first recipient of the vaccination
drive at Delhi’s All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), according to the Ministry.

“The vaccines have been presented
before the country like ‘sanjeevani’ in the
fight against Covid-19. The fight was grad-
ually heading towards victory... but now it
seems almost definite that the step towards
victory will be taken quickly,” Dr Vardhan
told reporters at a press briefing.

Dr Vardhan also praised the Indian sci-
entific community for helping to develop, test
and mass manufacture at least two viable
coronavirus vaccines - Covishield and
Covaxin - both of which have been approved
for emergency use and were rolled out at dif-
ferent locations across the country.

“To further speed this up, our scientists
developed two indigenous vaccines with the
support of our scientists, doctors, researchers,
vaccine manufacturing industry and citizens
of India, who volunteered for clinical trials
to make research of scientists successful,” he
said.

According to the data shared by the
Ministry, the 11 States and Union Territories
where both Covishield and Covaxin were
administered were Assam (65 sessions),
Bihar (301), Delhi (81), Haryana (77),
Karnataka (242), Maharashtra (285), Odisha
(161), Rajasthan (167) Tamil Nadu (160),
Telangana (14) and Uttar Pradesh (317).

The 1,65,714 beneficiaries included 78
from Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 76 from
Ladakh, 43 from Daman and Diu, 64 from
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, 21 from
Lakshadweep, 195 from Chandigarh and 373
from Goa.

Besides, 16,963 were vaccinated in
Andhra Pradesh, 16,401 in Bihar, 15,727 in
Maharashtra, 4,985 in Chhattisgarh, 8,557 in
Gujarat, 743 in Arunachal Pradesh, 2,721 in
Assam, 3,403 in Delhi, 4,656 in Haryana,
1,408 in Himachal Pradesh and 1,954 in
Jammu & Kashmir.

More than one crore cases and 1.5 lakh
fatalities later, India took its first steps out
of the pandemic with shots of the Covishield
and Covaxin vaccines being administered at
medical centres across the country.

Of the first day beneficiaries, 2,897
were in Jharkhand, 12,637 in Karnataka,
7,206 in Kerala, 6,739 in Madhya Pradesh,
510 in Manipur, 509 in Meghalaya, 314 in
Mizoram, 499 in Nagaland, 8,675 in Odisha,
206 in Puducherry, 1,200 in Punjab, 9,279 in
Rajasthan, 120 in Sikkim, 2,728 in Tamil
Nadu, 3,600 in Telangana, 266 in Tripura,
15,975 in Uttar Pradesh, 2,226 in
Uttarakhand and 9,578 in West Bengal.

The anti-Covid jab drive in the country
has been planned in a phased manner, iden-
tifying priority groups. Around three crore
healthcare workers including doctors, both
in Government and private sectors includ-
ing ICDS (Integrated Child Development
Services) workers, will receive the vaccine
during the first phase while around 27 crore
will be covered later on. This group will
include those above 50 years of age and below
50 years with co-morbidities.

The Prime Minister said the vaccines
approved by the Government were much
cheaper than alternatives being used in the
west, referring to the shots developed by
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna. He said
those vaccines would cost around Rs 5,000
to vaccinate a person and would need to be
stored at temperatures around -70 degree
Celsius, making the logistics tougher.

“Indian vaccines are cheapest and the
best in the world,” he said, adding that the
administration was also much simpler as they
can be stored easily.

He urged people not to fall prey to
rumours and myths regarding the vaccines.
“The DGCI gave approval after they were sat-
isfied with the data of two vaccines. So stay
away from rumours. Our vaccine develop-
ers have a global credibility. Life-saving vac-
cines given to 60 per cent children globally
are made in India,” he said.

He said that India’s vaccination drive is
based on principles of humanity and that
those who needed the vaccine the most
would get it first.

“Those who are most at risk will get it
first - doctors, nurses, paramedics - they
deserve it most on priority,” Modi said, as
India began the exercise of vaccinating 30
million health care and frontline workers.

On Day 1, around 300,000 healthcare
workers will be given the first dose of the vac-
cine.

Modi turned emotional as he talked
about the struggles of families torn apart due
to Covid. “Mothers could not be with their
ailing children...Kids could not give a tradi-
tional farewell to their parents who died in
the pandemic.”

All this while, he said that there was
someone who was giving us hope. “Nirasha
ke usi vatavaran mein koi asha ka sanchar kar
raha tha...Humein bachane ke liye apne prano
ko sankat mein daal raha tha.”

He said that health and frontline work-
ers stayed away from their families for
months in discharging their duties and sev-
eral did not make it. “Neither science or soci-
ety was prepared for a situation like this...No
one had imagined a challenge like Covid.”
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“We have come to know that the Covid-
19 vaccination drive is being conducted by
the hospital today itself. Covaxin manufac-
tured by Bharat Biotech is being preferred in
our hospital over Covishield manufactured
by Serum Institute,” it said.

Dr Manish Jangra, founding chairman
of the Federation of All India Medical
Association (FIAMA), told The Pioneer that
the residents were apprehensive about the
lack of complete trial in the case of Covaxin.

“We have our family members, what if
something happens to us due to the adverse
event caused by the Covaxin which is yet to
complete its clinical trial. We have request-
ed the MS to vaccinate us with Covishield
which has completed all stages of trial
before its roll-out,” said Dr Jangra.

He asserted that science is not based on
belief but on facts and it has to be clinical-
ly proven before they administer it in their
bodies.  Only 31 beneficiaries were inocu-
lated the vaccine on the first day of the vac-
cination drive at the RML hospital.

Dr Nirmalya Mohapatra, general secre-
tary of RML FIAMA, talked about an
adverse event case reported in Norway
where 23 elderly people died after receiving
Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine. 

He said in India the Government could
have waited for few more months to let the
Covaxin developer complete its third clini-
cal trial.

Dr Rahul Bhargava, Director (Institute
of Blood Disorder and Bone Marrow
Transplant) Fortis Hospital, Gurugram,
echoed similar views as he said the
Government has tried to modify the proto-
cols related to phase three trials.
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Sputnik V developed by the Gamaleya
National Research Institute of Epidemiology
and Microbiology was registered by the
Ministry of Health of Russia and became the
world’s first registered vaccine against Covid-
19 based on the established human aden-
oviral vector platform.

The vaccine’s efficacy is confirmed at 91.4

per cent based on data analysis of the final
control point of clinical trials in Russia.
Currently, the vaccine’s clinical trials are
underway in the UAE, Egypt, Venezuela and
Belarus while it has been registered in
Algeria, Argentina, Belarus, Bolivia and
Serbia for inoculation.
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workers, he said, “Had our doctors, para-
medical staff, whom we know as warriors,
not take the risk, we could not had fought
the challenge. It is for this reason that doc-
tors are considered as second God on earth.
The threat of COVID-19 was on doctors,
para-medical staff, sanitation workers. They
stayed away from their families, ate food out-
side their homes, and then left for the hos-
pital. These warriors have rendered charis-
matic performance. The doctors, para-med-
ical staff, sanitation workers have worked as
frontline soldiers and I salute their com-
mitment and dedication.” 

He also said that besides the two indige-
nous anti-COVID vaccines used in the
nationwide vaccination drive that began on
Saturday, four more vaccines are coming
soon.

“These vaccines will not only be admin-
istered to people in India, but will also be
exported to other countries. Because, India
does not think about itself alone, but is also
concerned about the entire world. Seers here
gave the message of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam — the whole world is a fami-
ly. Since the Vedic era, the medical treatment
system here has not only thought about
human beings, but also of other creatures.
During the reign of Ashoka, there were pro-
visions for treatment of cows, buffaloes, cats
and bats.” 

Army chief General MM Naravane and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath were also present at the pro-
gramme.

The chief minister welcomed the defence
minister and thanked the armed forces, vet-
erans and their families for their service to
the nation and applauded their bravery. He
appreciated the close coordination between
the armed forces and civil authorities in
Covid management. 

He reiterated the goal of taking cooper-
ation between defence and civil adminis-
tration forward. He assured full support of
state authorities in providing better health
services through such projects.

The new building of Command Hospital
is spread over 40 acres of land. It will have
six blocks of four wings varying from three
to nine storeys. 

The building complex will also cater to
parking of 750 cars in addition to vertical cir-
culation in the form of adequate numbers of
elevators and ramps. It will house state-of-
the-art facilities with all specialties and sub-
specialties, notably cardiology with a mod-
ern interventional catheterisation lab, mod-
ular operation theatres with one hybrid oper-
ation theatre, nephrology and dialysis cen-
tre and composite oncology centre. The hos-
pital was raised in 1859 and designated as
Command Hospital in 1967.
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When she first fell ill in end of October
last year, none of us ever thought in two-
month time we would lose her forever. After
all, we were so used to her presence, her
friendly banters and intense political debates,
that we thought nothing could ever defeat
her. Alas! We were so wrong.

Usha completed her study from Kashi
Hindu Vishwavidyalaya and then started her
journalist career from Hindi daily Aaj as a
correspondent from Varanasi. Later, she
moved to Delhi and worked with Amar
Ujala, Rajasthan Patrika and Dainik Bhaskar
before she joined as the Resident Editor of
the Hindi Pioneer in New Delhi 2011. She
would be always the last to leave the office. 

But when it came to leave us for one last
time, she seemed to be in such a tearing
hurry.

Goodbye, Usha...
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various border points of Delhi for about
50 days now, demanding repeal of the farm
laws.

In an affidavit, the BKU (Lokshakti) said
the principle of natural justice is going to be
violated as those appointed to the four-mem-
ber committee “have already supported
these laws”.

“It is important to mention here with
great regret that the principle of natural jus-
tice is going to be violated by making these
persons as members of the committee.... how
they will hear all farmers on equal parame-
ters when they have already supported
these laws,” it said.

The union also sought dismissal of a plea
of the Central Government, filed through the
Delhi Police, seeking an injunction against
the proposed tractor march or any other kind
of protest by farmers that could disrupt the
gathering and celebrations of the Republic
Day on January 26.

Dakar: A United Nations peacekeeper from Egypt was killed
in Mali’s northern Kidal region on Friday, and another was
seriously injured, after their vehicle hit an explosive device
during a logistics convoy, the UN said.

It brought the toll to five UN peacekeepers killed in north-
ern Mali in just a week.

Another explosive device was found at the scene in Tessalit
and disabled, the UN mission in Mali said late Friday.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Saturday
strongly condemned the attack and said attacks against peace-
keepers may constitute war crimes, spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said.

Four peacekeepers from Ivory Coast died from an
improvised explosive device and an attack Wednesday by
unidentified gunmen in the Timbuktu region.

The UN said six were wounded. 
The peacekeeping mission has been in Mali since 2013,

after Islamic extremists took control of major towns in the
north. A French-led military operation dislodged them, but
the jihadists have since regrouped in rural areas and expand-
ed their reach.

The UN says more than 231 peacekeepers in Mali have
been killed due to hostile incidents, in what has become
known as its most dangerous mission. AP



� What made you say yes to
play Farishta in Naagin 5?

I have never done a
supernatural fantasy show
earlier and also I was getting
a chance to work with Balaji
after three-and-a-half years, so
that’s what attracted me to the
role. Not to mention, that it is
an interesting character and
different from what I have
done till date.
� What all can the audience
expect from this new entry?

There is a lot of craze for
Naagin among the audience. I
can’t reveal the track but I am
sure it will be as interesting as
it has been all these years with
me joining the show as a
cameo.  
� Did the role offer any
challenges?

The role is challenging

because the technique to
shoot a fantasy thriller is
different from a daily soap. I
have never joined a show
midway and believe it will be
fun and also a learning
experience.
� In all these years, what has
been your biggest takeaway
from the industry? 

I  am growing and
evolving with every project
that I do, not only as an actor
but also as a human being.
That’s my biggest takeaway. I
am fortunate enough to have
been able to work with such
good people all through. I am
grateful for whatever I have
achieved and my journey is
nothing short of amazing.
� You have been a part of a
few music videos as well.

How did that happen?
I got an offer, I had time

and so I did it. I didn’t give it
much thought. And the last
music video that I did — Ek
Dafa To Mil, was shot and
directed very well.
� How did acting happen to
you?

It happened after school.
I always wanted to act. I told
my parents that I want to go
to Mumbai.  They were
supportive and encouraged
my decision. They were happy

of what I wanted to do. I came
to Mumbai and started
auditioning.  Thankfully,
within two months of coming
to Mumbai, I got work. There
was no struggle that I had to
go through because of my
parents or any other thing. It
all went smooth for me.
� Did you have any
apprehensions?

Not at all. I knew what I
wanted to do and I just went
with my intuitions. A lot of
people are worried about the

future and they do want to
have a back-up plan if things
didn’t go their way. But I was
dedicated enough to this craft
and that is all I cared about. I
was sure things will work out
on their own and there was
nothing that I was worried
about.
� What next?

There are a few things in
the pipeline and I will talk
about it and share more details
soon as things wil l  get
confirmed.
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This 38-minute each episode created by
Ali Abbas Zafar may not have been able
to scratch the surface as far as intrigue

and twists are concerned but that doesn’t
mean that they are missing. The Season 1 that
has nine episodes takes you on a behind
closed doors journey of politics where playing
person against the other, murder and using
the common man as a stepping stone to
further one’s career is fair game — all that
matters is the position and the power that
comes with it.

While the story appears to have been told
many times, Tandav manages to keep one
engaged. Who doesn’t want to know how the
game is played and however fictional the
characters may be, a reference to a lady
politician can’t help one try and draw parallel

even if the said people are no more and the
mere mention of the names can be construed
in bad taste. But then, this is reel life not
reality.

The makers have ensured that no one
point is dragged for long and the story moves
at a pace that is interesting and offers plenty
of turns that may leave one stumped only to
be thrown a curve ball with another twist —
all within a span of minutes. 

The performance too keeps one glued to
this series. Sunil Grover as Gurpal is a
welcome change. It is good to see him move
totally away from Dr Gulati’s role in The Kapil
Sharma show. Saif Ali Khan plays his role just
as brilliantly. 

As a wannabe king to a kingmaker, his
character keeps the interest alive. Dimple
Kapadia may look a tad old but one can’t take
away the elegance with which she portrays
herself here. The others actors, and there are
so many, do their bit. 

It makes for a good watch since it gas
plenty of twists and turns. 
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There is a thrill that comes with watching an action-thriller and when
that is embellished with sci-fi the experience of watching the same
is at another level. It goes without saying that one must enjoy this

genre otherwise it can be a drag as one tries to grapple with what is
unfolding.

The storyline is simple enough to begin with — bring down a madman
all set to wage a war against the US by going after the nukes that are in hiding.
The curve ball? The setting is 2036 with a Civil War in Europe.

Then there is the whole thing about using machines to fight this unrest
and caught in between are the locals who only want peace and go on with
their lives. Machines fighting? Sound familiar? Remember the Terminator
series? Outside The Wire takes that on to a whole new dimension — a
humanoid — a prototype — capable of doing things out-the-box; a lean mean
fighting machine but capable of emotions. Definitely dangerous because it
means it can think independently of its maker.

Outside The Wire directed by Mikael Hafstrom is definitely an
ambitious project that starts off on a rather intriguing idea and keeps one
engaged for the majority of the film. Anthony Mackie who is also one of
the producers here pairs up with Damon Idris, plays the role of an android
officer rather well. The downer is that the movie somewhat looses its steam
as it progresses to become a film that is all about killing the enemy — the
US — in order for to stop its android soldiers’ project since the prototype
has gone rogue. 

The repetitive shoot-out are a drag but those who love bullets flying at
the drop of a hat would love this one. After all to watch machines go all out
is what action thrillers are all about even if the climax is a bit of a let down
given a good start. B�$�	�����$	����	
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Retelling the tales of history and
mythology on TV is a pure delight
both for the makers and the

audience. No matter how many times one
sees such stories, they still look as fresh
and entertaining. Take for example
Ramanand Sagar’s Ramayan, which even
after so many years became one of the
most watched series on TV during the
lockdown or for that matter BR Chopra’s
Mahabharat which was also topping the
list.

One wonders what is it with such
shows that they can never go out of trend.
“Our soul lies there. We are able to
connect with these stories and that’s
the reason they are always on our
watch lists. The other reason is
that people get life lessons
from them in an entertaining
way. If we’ll preach them
something, the audience
immediately lose interest,
but instead if we teach them
in a fun way they will learn
from it,” Rajesh Shringarpure,
who plays Malhar Rao Holkar
in SET’s Punyashlok Ahilya Bai,
says.

The story, he says, is the 17th
century period drama and is not
about the chronicles or glory of
Malhar Rao, but the rapport that he
shared with his daughter-in-law, Ahilya
Bai Holkar. “Malhar Rao is
compassionate, endearing and he
understands even the smallest of
emotions of every one. He has been given
the title of subedar by the Peshwas. He
came from a humble and subdued
family. He supports his daughter-in-law
in all walks of her journey. The
relationship that is shown here between
the father-in-law and daughter-in-law is
very unique,” he explains.

On what attracted Shringarpure to
the show, he says, is of course the story
itself. “It is a matter of pride for anyone
to be a part of such inspiring stories. Also,
the character itself is so strong. Not to
mention, the progressive thoughts that
the story has to offer, I was instantly
attracted towards this role and the show,”
he says.

There is always a learning lesson
when is a part of historical shows, he
adds. “People always tell you to forget
the past and move on. But when we
become a part of such stories, it is then
we realise that we shouldn’t forget our
past,  roots, forefathers and what they did
for us. It is because of them we are able
to live a happy and independent life,” he
says.

With such roles, he says, comes a lot
of responsibility to do justice to the
character. “When one plays a character
who is praised like God by a society, there
is a lot of things that one has to take care
of. This is a huge character and there is
a lot of responsibility on my shoulders.
As an actor I need to execute it right.

Since it is winters, the costume is not
an issue. Come April, and then it will
be a bit of hassle. Also, the body
language and the mannerisms has
to be spot-on. If he is with Ahilya,
his tone will be different. He will talk
to her like a man does to a girl. But,
if he is with the other people, he will
speak with authority. Fortunately, I
have been blessed with a voice that
can do justice to it, hence things get
simpler,” he tells you. 

Shringarpure adds that if one
has understood the characteristics
of the character that he plays,

then there is not much to research
about. “If you know the
characteristics, visualise what

you play and then just layer it
up,” Shringarpure, who
debuted with Param Vir
Chakra, says. However,

acting was never on his
cards.

“In school and
college, I was into
dramatics but never
thought that I will be in
this line. I wanted to join
the Defence forces and I

was selected as a pilot in the
Air Force, but during the
medical I got rejected due to
some reasons. I was worried
what do to next and then I
got to know that RK banner
was presenting a film Param
Vir Chakra. Initially, I was
apprehensive and I didn’t
feel like going to their
studio. My friend insisted
that I should give it a try. I
went there and spoke
formally with the director.
The first thing about me
that striked them was my
voice.  I didn’t tell them the

reason of my visit and they
told me that I should visit
them more often. I took it very
positively and made it a point
to go there twice a week. But
I couldn’t open my mouth in
front of them, I thought that
they should realise what I was
there for. It went on for
sometime. 

One day, I got to know that
they need an instructor to
train the shortlisted candidates.
A jawan came to teach them
from Colaba and the director
urged me that I should also join

him and give commands to
people. Then after a few days, a

spot boy asked me why am I not
playing the role in the film since I
was trained enough. Then, the
voting happened and everyone on
the sets was in the favour of me
getting the role. Fortunately, I got
that project,” he tells you.
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She was all of seven when a martial
arts teacher came to her colony in
Agra, Uttar Pradesh to teach chil-
dren this art. Like all kids, she came
home running and told her parents

she wanted to join these classes. Her fam-
ily was extremely conservative and with six
siblings — two elder brothers, there was no
way that her parents allowed her to learn
the art that was considered to be only for
boys. The fact that she would be the only
girl in the class went against her. Back then,
in the late 1980s, it was unthinkable that a
girl would learn martial arts. But she
never gave up hope and spent the next one
year trying to convince her parents. Finally,
her mother gave her consent. That day and
the next 12 years, she went on to excel in
martial arts. So much so that by the time
she was 19 years old, she had been 16-time
champion. Meet 40-year-old Aparna
Rajawat.

Everyone expected great many things
from her in the future but a road accident
left her with seven fractures in her leg. Her
career to compete in martial arts came to
an abrupt end. She was in the hospital for
several months and the doctors told her that
if she tried to compete professionally, she
may end up in the wheelchair.

“When the doctors told me to stop
competing I didn’t know what to do. I could
train by not compete. Martial arts had been
my life. I didn’t know anything else even
though I started playing other sports like
basketball. Back then there was no scope to
take up martial arts as a profession. At best,
all I would achieve is to become a coach and
teach in a school. This avenue didn't allow
any growth. My dream was to join the
Army. But after my accident I became unfit
for the forces,” Rajawat recalls.

She had joined martial art classes to
escape the bullying from her elder broth-
ers. They would really trouble her a lot. She
thought that if she learnt this art form, she
would be able to defend herself. But after
the accident she found herself with noth-
ing to do. That  is when she turned to her
other passion — dancing. She came to
Delhi; joined some classes and worked for
the likes of Daler Mehndi. She worked as
a choreographer for the next few years. But
her leg started giving her problems once
again. 

The doctor didn’t have good news for

her. He told her that if she continued to pur-
sue her present occupation she would
become paralysed neck down.  Another
blow to her career. But she never allowed
herself to be let down by bad news. Back
home in Agra, while thinking of what to do
she came across a tour manager with 15-
20 foreigners. That got her thinking.

“When I saw this man talk to these for-
eigners, I realised that the work was some-
thing that I could do. I found out everything
that there was to know about how to be a
tour guide and started looking for work.
That it was tough, is putting it mildly.
Nobody would give me work. Some even
told me that this is not a woman’s job but
a man’s and the best option for me would
be to take up teaching. But I never gave up.
For the next four-five months, I visited as
many operators as I could only be come
back home frustrated. Finally, I went to a
tour operator who agreed to give me
chance when I told him  that even Amitabh
Bachchan was rejected for his voice. I told
him how do you know that a woman
wouldn’t be able to do this job unless you
give her a chance. This person agreed to give
me work. He told me that he would call if
something came up,” Rajawat says.

The next day she landed up at the office
with a book and her lunch box. The oper-
ator was surprised to see her and asked what
she was doing. She told him that her house
was an hour away and if her called her, it
would take her time to reach and she would
lose the opportunity. She did this for the
next two months. 

And finally, her day came. From being
a local tour guide to tour manager with a
Canadian company in India to an interna-
tional tour director with a company in
London. She would live six-seven months
there and the rest here in India for anoth-
er company that dealt with tourists in
American and Nepal.

In 2012, she was in London when she
heard about Nirbhaya. The next few
months really disturbed her  as she followed
the case. However, she continued to work
as an international tour director. But the
lockdown put traveling on hold and that is
when she decided to do what she had
thought of doing while she followed the
Nirbhaya case — provide self-defence
classes to women.

“I knew that travel will be on hold for

the next few years. So, I have decided to
spend my time teaching self-defence.
During the Nirbhaya case, I spent the next
few years trying to read and find everything
there was to know about crime against
women. I was obsessed. I thought of noth-
ing but how to prevent crime against them.
My bullying days and things that I faced at
the hands of cousin came to mind. I want-
ed to teach women the difference between
good and bad touch and how they could
defend themselves.” Rajawat says.

She tells you that even though she was
living a good life — traveling the world,
earning big bucks and have every comfort
one could thing of — her bled every time
she heard of a crime that involved a
woman. She spoke with her mother, who
was alive back then. She told her that despite
her success, she was not content and want-
ed to do something for the women of this
country. Her mother, who had always been

a great support to Rajawat and encouraged
her to pursue what she wanted, told her that
she must follow her heart. 

“When I told her that I wanted to come
back home, she told me I must do whatev-
er my heart told me to do. She said that I
had overcome every obstacle that life had
thrown at me and excelled in whatever I
chose to do. At death bed, what will go with
you is not the money that you have earned
but the good deeds, my mother told me,”
Rajawat recalls.

That is when she came to India, in 2016.
It began with her sponsoring girls who
wanted to study more and didn’t have the
finance. One day she was approached to give
a motivational speech at a coaching centre.
She spoke for 45 minutes about her jour-
ney and given the response she got, Rajawat
realised the power of her words and how
it can change people’s lives. That is when
she started  talking about the importance

of self-defence. That is how Pink Belt
Mission came to life a couple of years later. 

“Till now I have taught 1.5 lakh women
how to defend themselves on five different
dimensions — mental, emotional, legal and
digital and physical strength. These are core
areas where each woman needs to be taught.
Without this even if one handed a loaded
gun to the woman, it would be of no use.
I hold workshops form time to time as I
travel the length and breath of the country.
Each workshop, meant for college going stu-
dents, attracts 2,000-2,500 girls. At the work-
shop, I give a a motivational speech, basi-
cally my life story, and how I overcame
them. Of course, not all the girls come for
the defense classes that I teach over  a peri-
od of three days. These classes are extreme-
ly taxing and at the end of the day, the girls
are well-equipped to defend against any
assault. My aim is to teach 50 lakh women
self-defence in the next few year,” Rajawat
tells you.

Once these girls are ready, they are sort-
ed in batches of four-five each. There is a
reason why Rajawat chooses only college
goers. They are the one’s who have the time
to go to schools and train the girls there. 

However, it is not just the girls who are
taught their rights and what is right and
wrong. Rajawat holds classes for boys as well
to tell them hoe they should behave in front
of women. She tells you that not many know
that if a boy stares at a girl more more than
15 seconds, it is an offense. That if they look
at girl and starting singing, it is an offense.

“It is so unfortunate that we don’t teach
basic rights to our children. We must teach
boys how to respect the women and that
they are not second-rate citizens I tell girls
who attend my workshop how they must
give their children a good upbringing; this
change is what we will see after 20 years,”
Rajawat says.

She is now working on a campaign to
spread awareness on how to provide imme-
diate help to the survivors. 

“The law says that if there is an sexu-
al assault on a woman, no hospital can deny
her medical treatment; there is no need for
police to finish doing its job first. But
nobody is aware of this law. We have been
working on this. I will travel across the
country to spread this message. We hope
that this will prevent the crime from tak-
ing place to begin with,” Rajawat says.
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Rohit Sharma’s indiscreet shot
selection pegged India back
after rookie bowling attack

restricted Australia to 369 on a rain-
curtailed second day of the fourth
Test on Saturday.

With heavy thundershowers
preventing any play in the post tea
session, India ended the day at 62
for two.

Rohit was elegant as ever in his
44 off 74 balls before Nathan Lyon
in his 100th Test enticed him to
come down the track but the half-
chip-half-loft was safely pouched by
Mitchell Starc in the deep.

India also lost Shubman Gill (7)
who edged one off Pat Cummins to
Steve Smith.

Cheteshwar Pujara (8) and
Ajinkya Rahane (2) added only
two runs in the 6.1 overs before the
break.

There were six boundaries from
Rohit but he did not fiddle at deliv-
eries in and around the off-stump
channel even as Cummins and Josh
Hazlewood bowled a testing spell
under overcast conditions.

The shot of the session was an
on-drive off Cummins which came
after a streaky boundary through the
slips in the same over. Another
delightful stroke was an off-drive off
Cameron Green as 49 runs were
added for the second wicket.

There wasn’t much swing on
offer but the pace off the track has
increased compared to the first day
and it only helped that the
Australian pace attack is a more well
built one with average speed being
at least 6-7 kmph more than their
Indian counterparts.

Pujara, at the other end was
playing his usual ‘grinding out’
game but it didn’t look too arduous

till Rohit kept the scoreboard tick-
ing at the other end.

It wouldn’t be an over statement
to say that among all top order bats-
man across both sides, Rohit looked
the most comfortable and till his dis-
missal never looked like being trou-
bled by the four-pronged attack.

However as has been his wont
in SENA countries, Rohit just before

the tea break went after Lyon when
the situation demanded that he
could have played for session-end.

It was very similar to his dis-
missal off Moeen Ali at the stroke
of tea during the 2014 series and that
was also after being set in the mid-
dle-order.

India, who have been forced to
field a depleted side won’t mind an

inclement weather which effective-
ly makes the home team more jit-
tery as a draw would be enough for
Ajinkya Rahane to lift the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.

In the first session, India’s rook-
ie bowling line-up did put up a lion-
hearted effort, getting the last five
wickets for 95 runs.

Shardul Thakur (3/94) along
with debutants Washington Sundar
(3/89) and Thangarasu Natarajan
(3/78) got the breakthroughs while
Mohammed Siraj (28-10-77-1) got
one on the opening day.

For an attack as thin on expe-
rience as India, the effort in adverse
times can only be commended.
India lost five main bowlers through
the three Test matches and were
forced to hand Test debuts to
Natarajan and Washington.

Nathan Lyon (24 off 22 balls)
and Mitchell Starc (20 off 35 balls)
counter-attacked the inexperienced
Indian attack with a brisk 39-run
partnership to take Australia past
350-run mark.

Going by statistics, Australia
have never lost a Test match at the
Gabba after scoring 350 in the first
innings.

Resuming at 274 for five, Tim
Paine (50) and Cameron Green (47)
extended their stand to 98 before
the home team encountered a mini-
collapse.

Thakur bowled a fuller delivery
that shaped away and Paine’s lazy
drive without going to the pitch of
the delivery saw Rohit Sharma take
a regulation catch at the second slip.

Paine was just getting into the
groove with some good drives

when Thakur provided the break-
through.

With the partnership broken,
Green probably lost his concentra-
tion as he played for the turn to an

angle delivery from Sundar which
straightened after pitching and
breached through his defences.

Pat Cummins (2) was adjudged
leg before as he yorked himself to

a fuller delivery from Thakur as
Australia slumped from 311 for five
to 315 for eight before the tail
wagged once again to beef up the
total. 
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India’s vice-captain Rohit
Sharma is extremely

impressed with Thangarasu
Natarajan’s “solid character”
and believes that the Tamil
Nadu left-arm seamer is here
to stay with his insatiable
hunger to succeed at the top
level.

Natarajan, who came in
as a net bowler, joined fellow
rookies Mohammed Siraj,
Washington Sundar and
Shardul Thakur to restrict
Australia to 369, which
according to Rohit is no

mean feat.
“Natarajan bowled pret-

ty well, to be honest. Playing
outside the country (interna-
tionals) for the first time and
bowling to such batsmen, it
wasn’t going to be easy and
he was not under any pres-
sure,” Rohit said about the
debutant, who was the pick
of the bowlers with 3/78 in
24.2 overs.

“From ball one, he was
right up there. He showed a

lot of composure, is a strong
character who doesn’t speak
much but we all know he has
a solid personality. He wants
to do well for the team and
also for himself. He is here to
stay,” he said.

For Rohit, considering
that cumulative experience of
the bowling attack was four
Test matches, they need to be
lauded for keeping Australia
under check on a good bat-
ting wicket.

“Most of these guys are
playing first time in Australia.
Siraj has played a couple of
games and Saini played in
Sydney. Obviously, there’s
not a lot of experience there.

“They showed a lot of
discipline and overall if I
had to analyse the perfor-
mance of these bowlers, I
would say they bowled pret-
ty well. It’s a good pitch still.
This is a great experience for
them bowling against the

best batters, and test them-
selves,” he said.

Rohit believes that each
and every youngster in this
set-up knows that with so
much competition for places,
there aren’t too many
chances that will be up for
grabs.

“Basically it boils down
to where they are coming
from. There is a lot of hunger
to perform. You don’t get a
lot of opportunities at this
level and we all know that. So
when you get an opportuni-
ty, you have to make that
count.”

It’s not every team that
can restrict Australia to less
than 400 hundred in six
completed innings and that’s
a big credit to bowling unit.

“The A tours must have
helped. Shardul, Navdeep
and Siraj have played a lot of
A team cricket. They know
how difficult it can be in
Australia. Their understand-
ing of conditions helped
them.

“To not let Australia
score 400 is an achievement
in itself. These tours they
have done has helped them
stay in control,” he said.
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Australia’s assistant coach Andrew
McDonald on Saturday praised

the highly inexperienced Indian
bowling attack for the final Test and
singled out Washington Sundar, say-
ing the young off-spinner filled the
shoes of Ravichandran Ashwin “quite
well”.

Hit by a barrage of injuries
through the series, India picked
debutants Washington (3/89) and
medium pacer T Natarajan (3/78) in
the playing eleven on Friday.

The duo was travelling with the
squad as net bowlers.

“I thought they (the Indian
bowlers) were very consistent. I
thought Washington Sundar in par-
ticular was disciplined and fill that
role of Ravi Ashwin quite well and
kept it tight and was able to take some
key wickets on the way,” McDonald
said at post-day conference.

“So, for me I suppose, he is a
bowler who controlled well the
tempo of the game and I think it
stood out for me.”

McDonald, who also coaches in
the IPL, was also impressed by
Natarajan.

“...Natarajan shaped the ball
early, there is lot (to like) about him,
left-arm swing bowler, no doubt he
is inexperienced but has enough
played first-class games to be play his
first Test on this tour, (that) is a great
achievement, so I think they held

their own,” the 39-year-old said.
The left-arm pacer had

impressed in the limited overs leg of
the tour after making the Indian team
at the back of a stellar IPL.

Australia were bowled out for
369 in the first session of the rain-cur-
tailed second day. Like Washington
and Natarajan, Shardul Thakur also
took three wickets..

“They (Indian bowlers) applied
pressure throughout the innings and
they made (it) difficult for our-
selves. Times when we felt we would
get on the top, they were able to
bounce back and get key wickets at
crucial times. It was great arm-
wrestle, so full credit to their attack,”
the Australian assistant coach said.
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Joe Root completed his fourth
double century for England on

Saturday but insisted it will mean
nothing if his side cannot overcome
a defiant Sri Lanka in the first Test.

The England captain made 228
of his team’s 421 all out — 26 runs
short of his brilliant 254 career best
against Pakistan at Old Trafford in
2016.

But Lahiru Thirimanne led Sri
Lanka’s stubborn resistance, hitting
an unbeaten 75 while Kusal Perera
made 62 as the home team reached
156/2 in their second innings. After
their disappointing 135 in the first
innings, they need another 130 to
reach England’s total.

Root’s 321 ball innings with a six
and 18 fours dominated the day. It
took less than an hour in the open-

ing session to add the 32 runs to his
overnight total. He reached 200
with a four off Lasith Emuldeniya.

While the empty Covid-19-
stricken stadium meant that only his

teammates in the pavilion and a lone
England fan watching from a near-
by fort could applaud, the perfor-
mance confirmed Root’s return as a
batsman after a barren 2020 saw him
fall to number 11 in the ICC rank-
ings.

He had not reached three figures
in a Test since his 226 in New
Zealand in November 2019. 

But he indicated his disappoint-
ment after seeing six wickets fall to
Sri Lanka’s bowlers in the morning
session and then the struggle by his
own attack.

Running out of partners, Root
was the last man out, caught by
Emuldeniya on the boundary as he
went for a six off Dilruwan Perera.

He saw fast bowler Asitha
Fernando take Jos Buttler (30) and
Sam Curran (0) with successive
balls.

In the next over Root hit his
landmark four then Dom Bess was
run out as the tourists suffered a bout
of nerves.

Perera also took Jack Leach and
Mark Wood in successive overs to
finish on four for 109 runs.

After their first innings collapse,
Sri Lanka looked a different side in
the second.

Perera and Thirimanne made
101 for the first wicket.

Perera took a fiery Mark Wood
bouncer on his hand and needed a
tight bandage to continue. He even-
tually gave a catch to Jack Leach on
the boundary off a wayward Sam
Curran delivery.

After four straight Test zeros
Kusal Mendis broke the spell and
scored 15 patient runs before he gave
a catch to wicketkeeper Jos Buttler
off Leach’s bowling.
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South Africa have always been a
difficult opposition but Pakistan

will have the home advantage this
time as they host the visitors for the
first time in nearly 14 years, said head
coach Misbah-ul-Haq.

Back from New Zealand after a
disappointing tour which ended
with a 0-2 loss in the two-Test
series, Pakistan will now play two
Tests against South Africa at Karachi
(January 26-30) and Rawalpindi
(February 4-8), followed by a three-
match T20I series at Lahore, begin-
ning from February 11.

“South Africa has never been an
easy side to beat, but them playing
after 13 years in Pakistan will be an
advantage for us, and we have a great
chance to improve our record against
them,” Misbah said.

He said the two Test matches are
part of the ICC World
Championship and are very impor-
tant for the home side which will try
to get maximum points out of it to
improve their position on the table.

“Playing at home ground is
always encouraging for the players,
and it reflected in our performances
in the series against Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh last year,” Misbah said.

Pakistan won Tests against Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh in late 2019

and early 2020 at home but have lost
successive away Test tours to
Australia, England and New Zealand
leading to a criticism of the team’s
performances and selection policies
with Misbah under-fire.

Following their dismal tour of
New Zealand, Pakistan’s new chief
selector Muhammad Wasim named
nine uncapped players in a revamped
20-member squad for the test series
against South Africa.

“The series against South Africa

is an important one, and I am sure
the players selected in the squad have
the potential and hunger to give best
results in the series,” Misbah said.

The South African cricket team,
which last toured Pakistan in late
2007, arrived in Karachi on Saturday.

The visiting team’s head coach
Mark Boucher cautioned his team,
saying his batsmen will face a tough
task against a “dangerous” side like
Pakistan.

“Pakistan is a dangerous side at
home; we will have to come up with
a proper strategy to beat them at their
own backyard,” the former wicket-
keeper said.

“The wickets here in Pakistan are
batting friendly, and we are relying
on our batsmen to score runs. Their
confidence will be high after scoring
runs against Sri Lanka. Our fast
bowlers will have to work very hard
to get wickets.”

“Pakistan bowlers will have
home advantage, so this series will be
a test for our batsmen, but once they
are successful in occupying the
crease, they will be able to score
freely,” Boucher said. “We are excit-
ed to play in Pakistan again, and
expect a great series ahead with all
focus on the game.”

South Africa had won the two-
Test series 1-0 during their last tour
of Pakistan in 2007.
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Punjab inched closer to a knockout
berth with a 10-wicket rout of Jammu

and Kashmir in a Group A game of the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy here on Saturday, their
fourth win in a row.

Shubham Pundir top-scored with 42 to
take J&K to 139 for eight in 20 overs.

Punjab made short of the target, can-
tering to victory in 14.3 overs with open-
ers Simran Singh (59 not out off 42) and
Abhishek Sharma (73 not out off 46) shar-
ing an unbeaten 140-run stand.

Sharma smashed half a dozen sixes and
his opening partner hit four of them.

Senior pacer Siddarth Kaul was the pick
of the Punjab bowlers with four wicket for
33 runs in four overs.

In other Group A games, Karnataka
defeated Railways for their third win in four
games.

A struggling Uttar Pradesh recorded
their first win of the tournament with nine-
wicket victory over Tripura. Opener Karan
Sharma top scored for UP with an unbeat-
en 68 off 36 balls. Suresh Raina too
remained unbeaten with 36 off 23 balls.

In Vadodara, Baroda too continued
their winning run by claiming a 60-run vic-
tory over Maharashtra in an Elite 'C' Group
game.

This is Baroda’s fourth win on the trot
in the league stage after having defeated
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh in their first three outings.

Put in to bat, Baroda rode on stand-in
skipper Kedar Devdhar’s stroke-filled
unbeaten 99 off 71 balls to post a compet-

itive 158 for four.
Right-arm medium pacer Atit Sheth

(4/17) then wreaked havoc to scuttle out
Maharashtra for a meagre 98 and give his
team four full points.

Devdhar was handed the captaincy after
regular skipper Krunal Pandya left the bub-
ble following his father’s demise.

In Group B match at Eden Gardens in
Kolkata, Assam pulled off an upset 13-run
win over Bengal while Tamil Nadu won its
fourth straight match to go top of the points
table.

Bengal opted to field and saw the tal-
ented Riyan Parag (77, 54 balls, 5 fours, 5
sixes) help Assam put up a fighting 157 for
5 in 20 overs. The visiting team restricted
Bengal to 144 for 8.

In another match, skipper Dinesh
Karthik (40 not out, 30 balls, 2X4, 2X6) and
N Jagadeesan (78 not out, 51 balls, 4X4, 5X6)
saw Tamil Nadu home against Hyderabad
after a brief stutter in the middle of the
innings.

Earlier, Hyderabad made 152 for 7 in
20 overs thanks to contributions from B
Sandeep (41) and Pragnay Reddy (30) and
late hitting by C V Milind (30, 11 balls, 3
sixes).

TN leads the group with 16 points after
four consecutive wins followed by Bengal
(12). The two teams face off on January 18
with the top spot on the line.

As per the format of the tournament,
the top ranked teams from each group
(Five in Elite and 1 Plate) will qualify for
the knockout stage along with the next
two teams in Elite Groups A to E with
the most points.

Sydney: Sydney Cricket Ground officials have launched
an investigation after an Indian supporter alleged that he
was subjected to racial profiling and abuse by a security
officer during the final day of the third Test against
Australia.

The incident took place after Indian fast bowler
Mohammed Siraj was allegedly racially abused by spec-
tators on the third and fourth day of the drawn Test at SCG.

Sydney resident Krishna Kumar met Venues NSW legal
personnel on Thursday to lodge an official complaint,
accusing the security at the venue of racial profiling and
unjustified frisking.

He informed the authorities that he felt “stripped and
naked” by his treatment on the final day of the third Test
(January 11), according to a report in the Sydney Morning
Herald.

Kumar, who attended three days’ play of the third Test,
told Venues NSW that he was targeted after trying to carry
four banners reading: “Rivalry is good, racism is not”, “No
racism mate”, “Brown inclusion matters” and “Cricket
Australia more diversity please”.

A security officer stopped Kumar, informing him that
that one of the banners exceeded the permitted dimensions.

When he requested to speak to a security supervisor,
Kumar was asked to leave.

“He told me, ‘If you need to address this matter, go back
to where you belong’,” Kumar said.

Kumar said the official then told the junior guards to
“make sure we give him a complete frisking when he gets
back”.

“To me this a pure case of profiling. They changed their
entire formation so the guy next to the boundary is stand-
ing right in front of me and facing me,” Kumar said.

“I want justice. I want accountability. I was feeling
stripped, feeling watched and I went there to fight racism.

“Why should I be stopped from addressing racism, espe-
cially at a ground where it was debatable whether it was hap-
pening or not?,” he added. PTI
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Rohit Sharma understands the
criticism that his untimely

dismissal has invited but the India
vice-captain has “no regrets” about
going after Nathan Lyon, saying
that’s his way of putting bowlers
under pressure.

Rohit looked in good touch
during his 44 off 74 balls but was
dismissed trying to loft Lyon over
mid-wicket, the kind of shots
that has often brought about his
dismissal even during earlier Test
matches.

“You always have a plan and
I actually have no regret of play-
ing that shot. It is something that
I always like to do — put pressure
on bowlers. Nathan Lyon is a
smart bowler and he bowled into
me which made it difficult for me
to get some elevation,” Rohit said
at the post-match virtual confer-
ence.

His shot selection invited crit-
icism from the commentary box.
India were 62 for two at stumps
when Rohit could have gone for
a big score after a good start.

Rohit understands the disap-
pointment but in his defence
would explain why he went for
that kind of a high-risk stroke.

“It’s not that it is (that shot)
coming out of nowhere. It’s a shot
that I have played well in the past.

That’s something that I back
myself to play and that’s the kind
of role I play in this team. When
it looks like that, it looks bad, but
I don’t think too much as my focus
is to make it count once I am in,”
he said.

“Having said that, there is a
process I like to follow. Sometimes
you get out and sometimes it goes
over the ropes. Unfortunate and
sad dismissal in the end to be hon-
est. Like I said, those are my shots
and I will keep playing them,” the
senior player was forthright about
his mind-set.

As he has always maintained,
he doesn’t have much time for his
critics and would rather focus on
the role his team wants him to
perform.

“The team has shown lot of
confidence in me. It’s just that I
have to do what the team expects
me to do and not worry about
what happens anywhere else or
what people talk about.”

On the match situation, Rohit
said that although 369 at the
Gabba was a very good first
innings score and there is no rea-
son why India with two of their
most seasoned campaigners at the
crease can’t match the home team’s
total on a good batting track.

“We have got solid batters to
come in now. Two of the most
experienced players are still out
there in the middle. The pitch is
good and I don’t see any reason
why we can’t get to that total of
first innings.”

His advice for the batsmen is
to play session by session rather
than looking at the final total.

“We should focus on what’s
there in front of us rather than
thinking too far ahead. It’s a big
score and we have to focus on ses-
sions, take it as it comes. The pitch
is playing good and we have to
back ourselves. We have the guys
to do it and I don’t see why we can
bat well on day three,” he said. 
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The Indian women’s hockey
team skipper Rani feels the

tour of Argentina will help her
side “understand where they
stand”, nearly a year after the
Covid-19 pandemic abruptly
halted all competitions around
the world.

The women’s side will
become the first of India’s hock-
ey teams to resume internation-
al matches as it plays the first of
the eight games during the
tour of Argentina, starting
Sunday.

“It has been a strange peri-
od for sports people around the
world, but to be resuming
doing what we love the most, it
is the best feeling,” Rani said.

“We are looking forward to
testing ourselves against some
strong teams, and also under-
standing where we stand at the
moment,” she added.

Rani reiterated that a good
show in the series will boost her
side’s confidence heading into
this year’s Tokyo Olympics.

“I think this tour is really
important for us in terms of

resuming competitive hockey.
“We have a crucial year to

look forward to, and with such
matches against strong sides, we
will be able to keep working
hard towards our goal of
preparing well for the Tokyo
Olympics,” Rani said.

The 26-year-old forward
knows the importance of start-
ing the all-important Olympic
year well, but also understands
that it will take time to get into
the groove after staying away
from competitions for nearly a
year.

“We know what our aim is
this year, and we want to make
sure that we start the year in the
perfect manner, put in some
excellent performances, and
build some momentum again,”
Rani said.

“However, we also under-
stand and take into considera-
tion that we haven’t played an
international match with the
maximum intensity in these
past 9-10 months, and that we
might take time to get back into
our groove, and that is what this
tour is all about,” she added. 
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Top-ranked Tai Tzu-ying
pushed through a chal-

lenging second game to clinch
a 21-8, 23-21 victory against
Denmark’s Mia Blichfeldt at
the Thailand Open to set the
women’s singles final with
former world No 1 Carolina
Marin. The Spaniard trounced
South Korean teenager An
Se-young 21-16, 21-16 on
Saturday.

The men’s singles final
wil l  be between Viktor
Axelsen and Ka Long Angus
Ng. Axelsen mounted a strong
comeback against Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting to win 21-19,
13-21, 21-13 in 63 minutes
while Angus beat the second
seed Chou Tien Chen 17-21,
21-18, 21-15.

Tai Tzu player made a
strong start, but Blichfeldt’s
strong defence caused her
problems.

“In the second game, the
speed of the shuttle was differ-
ent down that end and I had
to adapt to that,” said Tai. “I
didn’t feel any negative situa-

tion for myself, and I think if
I play like this, I’m so ready for
tomorrow,” she said.

The Thailand Open is the
first of three consecutive tour-
naments in Bangkok culmi-
nating in the World Tour
Finals from January 27.

Flown in a week before
the start for quarantine and
testing, the players are facing
off in a bio-secure “bubble”,
with no spectators allowed.
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Lazio revived its chances of
staying in the Champions

League by convincingly beating
third-placed Roma 3-0 in a
Serie A derby on Friday.

Luis Alberto scored twice
and Ciro Immobile also found
the target as Lazio controlled
throughout.

Lazio moved up to seventh
place, two points behind
fourth-placed Juventus, which
faces a challenging visit to
Inter Milan on Sunday; and
three points behind Roma,
which saw its title hopes fade.

It was a third straight
league win for Lazio, which
faces Bayern Munich in the
Champions League next
month.

“This season it was a bit
more important than usual,
because we weren’t doing as
well in Serie A as we wanted,”
Luis Alberto said of the derby.
“We improved a great deal, and
we confirmed that in the
derby.”

It matched Lazio’s biggest
margin of victory over Roma in
Serie A, having also won the
derby 3-0 in March 2019 and
December 2006.

Immobile opened the scor-
ing 14 minutes in by complet-
ing a counterattack when Roma
defenders Chris Smalling and
Ibañez both slipped to the
ground.

Lazio doubled the lead
nine minutes later when Ibañez
was again left on the ground
following strong play from
Manuel Lazzari, who set up
Luis Alberto for a clear look.

Immobile threatened
throughout yet it was Luis
Alberto who sealed it with a
shot around a defender into the
far corner in the 67th.
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Star all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan is set to return to

international cricket after
serving a year-long ban for not
reporting a corrupt approach
as he was included in
Bangladesh’s 18-member
squad for the upcoming ODI
series against the West Indies
beginning here next week.

The selectors also includ-
ed uncapped players Shoriful
Islam, Hasan Mahmud and
Mahedi Hasan in the squad,
led by Tamim Iqbal, for the
three one-dayers at home.

Since the ban this will be
the first international assign-
ment for Shakib, who was ear-
lier named in the 24-man
preliminary squad for the
series.

The 33-year-old, who was
Bangladesh’s Test and T20I
captain before his ban, made
a comeback to competitive
cricket by taking part in in the
Bangabandhu T20 Cup in
November last year.

Besides Shakib, seamers
Taskin Ahmed and Rubel

Hossain also made a return to
the Bangladesh squad.

“Naturally we are delight-
ed to have Shakib Al Hasan
back in the squad as we all
know he is a game changer
and we are expecting him to

return to his best very soon,”
Bangladesh chief selector
Minhajul  Abedin told
Cricbuzz.

“We have picked Rubel
Hossain as he bowled well in
the domestic tournament
while Taskin was injured ear-
lier but now as he is fit and the
way he is bowling, we felt that
he deserves a chance.”

Among the cricketers who
were left out of the squad,
include former captain
Mashrafe Mortaza — he was
also not considered for the
provisional 24-man squad —
Shafiul  Islam, Al Amin
Hossain and Naeem Sheikh.

�����
Tamim Iqbal (C), Shakib Al
Hasan, Najmul Hossain,
Mushfiqur Rahim,
Mohammad Mithun, Litton
Das, Mahmudullah, Afif
Hossain, Soumya Sarkar,
Taskin Ahmed, Rubel
Hossain,  Taijul  Islam,
Mustafizur Rahman, Mehidy
Hasan, Mohammad Saiffudin,
Mahadi Hasan, Hasan
Mahmud, Shoriful Islam. 
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West Bromwich Albion won
for the first time under

new boss Sam Allardyce as
Matheus Pereira’s penalty dou-
ble clinched a 3-2 Premier
League victory at local rivals
Wolves on Saturday.

Allardyce had failed to win
any of his first five matches since
replacing the sacked Slaven
Bilic.

But the former England
manager was finally able to cel-
ebrate after a pulsating Black
Country derby at Molineux.

Pereira put Albion ahead
from the spot before goals from
Fabio Silva and Willy Boly put
Wolves in the driving seat at
half-time.

Semi Ajayi equalised after
the interval and Pereira’s second
penalty sealed West Brom’s first
win in eight league games.

Albion remain second bot-
tom of the table after their sec-
ond league victory this term, but
are now just three points from
safety.

Wolves are winless in six
league games and have not beat-
en the Baggies in 10 years.

It was the first time these
two local rivals had met since
2012 when West Brom won 5-
1 at Molineux, and this was an
equally memorable success for
the visitors.

Wolves had won just one of
their eight league games since
Mexico striker Raul Jimenez
suffered a fractured skull against
Arsenal in November.

They fell behind in the
eighth minute with a self-inflict-
ed wound.

Boly caught Callum
Robinson with a rash challenge
and, after a VAR review con-
firmed the foul was just inside
the area, Pereira stepped up to
convert the penalty.

That made it nine consecu-
tive league games in which
Wolves had fallen behind.

Silva’s leveller came in the
38th minute when Albion failed
to clear a Romain Saiss cross and
Boly’s deft backheel found the

teenage forward, who
slotted home from close
range.

Sloppy defending
was Albion’s downfall
again as Wolves went in
front five minutes later.

Joao Moutinho’s cor-
ner wasn’t cleared by
Jake Livermore, and Boly
slammed his shot past Button
from seven yards.

Boly was the first Wolves
player to concede a penalty,
assist a goal and score a goal in
the same Premier League game
since Adlene Guedioura in 2011
— also against West Brom at
Molineux.

Albion equalised in the
52nd minute when a long throw
was flicked on by Kyle Bartley
and Ajayi looped his header over
Wolves keeper Rui Patricio into
the far corner.

A dramatic game took
another turn when Conor
Coady conceded a penalty with
a trip on Robinson, and Pereira
stepped up to score from the
spot again.

Wolves should have fin-
ished with a point, but Silva mis-

cued after Moutinho set
up a potential equaliser
before the unmarked
Patrick Cutrone shot
over from close range.

Elsewhere, Brighton
notched its first Premier
League win in nearly
two months thanks to

Neal Maupay’s first-half goal in
a 1-0 victory at Leeds.

The French striker applied
the finishing touch at the far post
following a flowing team move
in the 17th minute for his sev-
enth goal of the season.

Brighton halted a 10-game
winless run in all competitions.
The last triumph was on
November 21 at Aston Villa.

It was a successful return to
Elland Road for Brighton’s Ben
White, who helped Leeds win
promotion to the top-flight dur-
ing a loan spell last season. His
former club slipped to a third
straight loss for the first time in
12 months.

At London Stadium,
Michail Antonio scored in his
first Premier League start for
West Ham since November in a
1-0 win over Burnley.
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Liverpool and Manchester
United face off on Sunday
as the Premier League’s

top two teams for the first time
since 1997 — with the rivalry
between England’s most success-
ful clubs rekindled by a fascinat-
ing title race.

United top the table after the
New Year for the first time
since Alex Ferguson’s retire-
ment in 2013 thanks to an 11-
match unbeaten run to take
them past Jurgen Klopp’s men.

Liverpool have surrendered
top spot after three league games
without a win and could drop to
fifth place on Sunday if results
go against them.

The last time United and
Liverpool locked horns in a title
race was 12 years ago.

Back then United were
hardened winners under
Ferguson, who saw off Rafael
Benitez’s challengers to win a
third consecutive league title.

Now it is United who Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer admits are the
“hunters” chasing the champi-
ons. Ferguson, who arrived at
Old Trafford in 1986 with
United firmly in Liverpool’s
shadow, once famously said his
goal was to knock them “off their
perch” and he went on to win 13
league titles.

But United have been dis-
placed as top dogs even in their
own city by Manchester City.

And fans have been forced
to watch Klopp spearhead
another era of glory at Anfield,
winning the Champions League
in 2019 before ending the club’s
30-year wait for a league title last
season — putting them just
one behind United’s record tally
of 20.

But, in a strange and at
times soulless season in empty
stadiums, the relentless consis-
tency shown by Liverpool in

recent years has dropped off.
Hampered by a series of

injuries, most notably to talis-
manic centre-back Virgil van
Dijk, Liverpool have already
dropped more points in 17
games than they have in either
of the past two seasons.

That has allowed United to
overtake them despite a slow
start to their own campaign.
Ole’s men won just two of their
opening six games, suffering a
humiliating 6-1 reverse at the
hands of Spurs at Old Trafford.

But, on the road, United’s
form has been remarkably con-
sistent. Come Sunday, it will be
almost a year to the day since
they last lost an away game in

domestic competition — on
their last visit to Anfield.

Since then Bruno
Fernandes’ arrival has helped
transform United’s fortunes. On
Friday, the Portugal playmaker
won his fourth Premier League
player-of-the-month award in
2020 by picking up the prize for
December.

“Unfortunately a good sign-
ing for United,” said Klopp. “He
is a very influential player for
United obviously, involved in a
lot of things.

“I know people talk mostly
about the goal involvements,
which is very important stuff,
but he is a link-up in a lot of
other situations as well.”

Without the silverware on
his CV to rival Klopp or City
boss Pep Guardiola, Solskjaer’s
credentials for one of the biggest
jobs in football are questioned
every time he has a couple of bad
results. But the Norwegian has
guided United into a position his
more storied predecessors, Jose
Mourinho and Louis van Gaal,
could not manage.

“The last few years, there
have been two teams running
away with it already by the end
of October,” said Solskjaer.

“Now, at least, we’re in it at
half-way. We’re a much better
side now than a year ago.”

Questions remain over
whether United’s revival is for

real or another false dawn, of
which there have been several in
the post-Ferguson era.

Liverpool’s three-decade
drought without a league title
stands as a warning of how far
even giants can fall.

One of Klopp’s first iconic
phrases when taking charge in
2015 was his ambition to change
the fatalism around the club’s
mentality from “doubter to
believer”.

Should United become the
first visiting side to win at
Anfield in the league for nearly
four years, it is they who will
have the new-found confidence
that a 21st league title in 2021 is
possible.
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London: After months in exile,
Mesut Ozil is finally free to leave
Arsenal.

The World Cup winner has
reached an agreement with the
Gunners to terminate his con-
tract, ending a roller-coaster
seven-and-a-half-year stay in
London, according to The
Athletic’s David Ornstein.

Despite reported interest
from MLS outfit DC United, the
32-year-old is now expected to
join Fenerbahce — the club he
supported as a child — on a free
transfer. Ornstein reports a deal
is in place, and the move could
happen as early as this weekend.

Ozil wrote on Twitter that
the United States and Turkey
were the “two countries I want
to play football in before I
retire.”

The agreement concludes a
once-happy marriage between
club and player. 

Ozil arrived at Arsenal on
September 3, 2013, the final day
of a record-breaking summer
transfer window in England.
The north London side agreed
to pay a club-record £42.5 mil-
lion to sign the midfielder from
Real Madrid, a sign of intention
in the transfer market that sent
Arsenal fans into a frenzy.

Ozil helped Arsene Wenger

and Co win the FA Cup in 2013-
14, their first piece of silverware
in nine years. And in 2015-16,
the playmaker nearly set a new
Premier League single-season
assists record, falling one short
of Thierry Henry’s mark with 19.

After signing a contract
extension in 2017 worth a
reported £350,000/week, Ozil
began to fall out of favor. Wenger
left the club, and successors
Unai Emery and Mikel Arteta
used the midfielder sparingly.

Ozil’s last appearance as an
Arsenal player came on March
7 in a 1-0 win over West Ham.
He was omitted from Arteta’s 25-
man Premier League squad for
the first half of the 2020-21 sea-
son and dropped from Europa
League consideration. AFP
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Borussia Dortmund cap-
tain Marco Reus missed a

penalty in a 1-1 draw with
lowly Mainz while Leipzig
again missed the chance to
move to the top of the
Bundesliga on Saturday.

Leipzig, which was denied
top spot in losing to
Dortmund 3-1 last weekend,
could manage only 2-2 at
Wolfsburg and it remains a
point behind league leader
Bayern Munich. Bayern hosts
Freiburg on Sunday.

Dortmund was looking
for its fourth win in five
league games under new
coach Edin Terzic but was
frustrated by a committed
performance from Mainz in
Bo Svensson’s second game in
charge.

The draw was enough for
Mainz to move off the bottom
on goal difference from
Schalke, which visits Eintracht
Frankfurt on Sunday.

Dortmund got off to a fine
start with Erling Haaland fir-
ing inside the left post in the
second minute. But the goal
was ruled out through VAR as
Thomas Meunier was offside

in the buildup.
Jude Bellingham struck

the post toward the end of the
half and it was as close as
Dortmund came to scoring
before the break.

Mainz defended dogged-
ly and took its chance in the
57th when Levin Öztunali
eluded Mats Hummels with a
back-heel trick and let fly
from 20 meters inside the top

right corner.
The visitors almost

grabbed another shortly after-
ward when Alexander Hack
struck the crossbar with a
header.

The 16-year-old
Youssoufa Moukoko had just
gone on for Dortmund and he
played a decisive role for his
side's equalizer in the 73rd,
keeping the ball in play before
sending in a cross that was
cleared by Mainz defender
Phillipp Mwene – only as far
as Meunier, who fired back in
to equalize.

Meunier was then fouled
in the penalty area by Hack,
giving Reus a chance to score
from the spot. The Dortmund
captain sent his kick outside of
the left post.

It could have been worse
for Reus’ team as Mainz cap-
tain Danny Latza hit the post
late on. Dortmund remained
fourth, four points behind
Bayern, which has a game in
hand.

Werder Bremen scored
late to beat Augsburg 2-0 at
home, Cologne drew with
Hertha Berlin 0-0,  and
Hoffenheim vs Arminia
Bielefeld also ended scoreless.
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Amsterdam: Schalke coach
Christian Gross is hoping veter-
an Ajax striker Klaas-Jan
Huntelaar can be persuaded to
return on loan to help the Royal
Blues fight relegation from the
Bundesliga.

“If a player with this expe-
rience, aura and personality
were to join us again, that would
be fantastic,” said Gross.

Huntelaar, 37, helped
Schalke reach the Champions
League semi-finals in 2010-11
and was the Bundesliga’s top-
scorer in 2011-12, with 29 goals.

After numerous phone calls
between the pair, Gross says
Huntelaar has “very, very good
memories” of Schalke, for whom
he scored 126 goals in seven
years before rejoining Ajax in
2017. Huntelaar is still banging
in the goals, having netted 53
times in 121 games for Ajax
since 2017, though he has most-
ly been a substitute this season.

However, the striker admits
to reservations about returning
to Gelsenkirchen.

Huntelaar had planned to
retire at the end of the season,
but Gross wants him back to
boost the Schalke squad. “He is
infected by this Schalke virus,”
quipped the Swiss. AFP



His love for anything tech start-
ed at an early age when he used
to visit the cyber cafes to play

an online game or two. It was then
when he realised that one need not visit
a cyber cafe everytime he wants to play
a game like Counter-Strike and that it
can be done at home via a desktop and
an internet connection. The idea gave
birth to his first-ever game server
hosting company when he was mere-
ly 14. 

“After looking at the craze for
Counter-Strike amongst my friends, I
started a game server hosting compa-
ny where I used to provide online gam-
ing servers for players to connect and
play the game at home. After a few
months, I expanded the company by
offering web hosting to websites,”
Ehraz Ahmed, a Mysore-based ethical
hacker and an entrepreneur, tells you.

However, his love for technology
didn’t remain the same for long. An
unfortunate incident made him lose his
interest in his company and also stud-
ies. 

“When I was Class X, my father
suffered a heart attack. It was then my
interest in my company and studies
dropped. I felt that I would not go far
with the company. With blurred and
confused thoughts, I decided to put
everything on hold. But that was a short
hiatus and soon after I decided to start
afresh with a new purpose in life. I

wanted to stand on my own two feet by
doing something better and more sig-
nificant,” Ahmed tells you.

That wasn’t a dead-end for
Ahmed’s curiosity and it grew by leaps
and bounds when he came across a
Facebook post of a security researcher
who was listed on the hall of fame for
finding a flaw in Google and was also
paid for it.

“It was a Eureka moment for me.
The entrepreneur inside me got curi-
ous and I started learning how I could
do the same and earn. After a matter
of few months, my hard work paid off
and at 16, I got listed in 50 halls of fame
for finding security flaws in companies
like Microsoft, Apple, Adobe,
Blackberry, Soundcloud and Netflix.” he
tells you.

His first hall of fame listing, he says,
was on Facebook, where he discovered
a cross-site scripting vulnerability that
could have allowed attackers to steal
your browser cookies. Using this, any
hacker could log in to your account
without a password.

“I was good at finding security
flaws, but I was not making enough
money from it. Not all companies offer
bug bounty programmes, only a few
provide monetary rewards and the rest
mention your name for your efforts in
finding the flaw,” he says.

In a bid to look for ways to make
money, Ahmed found someone trad-

ing in the financial markets and that got
him thinking. “I started exploring this
field. And it took me a while to figure
out how it all works. In the beginning,
I did lose a lot of money but gradual-
ly got hold of the process,” he says.

At 20, he joined an engineering col-
lege to pursue a computer science
engineering course and simultaneous-
ly started a fintech company called Voxy
Wealth Management to offer financial
advice and analytics to traders and man-
age their portfolios.

“It was in 2017, during the second
semester of my college that I decided to
drop out and start a web security com-
pany. The reason was during the lec-
tures, I always felt I was not learning
enough and that I was going nowhere.
Also, I was not getting enough time to
manage my fintech company. That is
how, in December that year, I launched
Aspirehive to offer web security solu-
tions for small and medium-sized com-
panies,” he tells you.

That was not all. After having start-
ed Aspirehive, there was one more
tragedy waiting for him. “It was in April
2018 when my brother met with an
accident. After seeing the family going
through financial crisis, he had desires
to start a company. Then we started
StackNexo to offer all Web Services and
solutions through a single platform,” he
tells you.

However, with that being on the
sidelines, Ahmed once again, in 2019,
started finding security flaws in com-
panies. 

“I came across news of data breach-
es in Indian companies, and that is
when I decided to start finding secu-
rity flaws again to help Indian compa-
nies. I started finding flaws in August
2019 and by December that year, I had
already safeguarded data of over 700
million users which includes name,
address, email address, contact num-
ber and date of birth,” he tells you. With

all this information, Ahmed says, hack-
ers can conduct phishing scams. They
can also log in to your accounts once
they have all these details.

One of the most challenging situ-
ations that he came across was when he
found a security flaw in Airtel that could
have allowed hackers to steal sensitive
user data of 320 million users. “I was
afraid back then because I too was an
Airtel user. The data breach risk was
very high and it could have resulted in
major scams. Once, I was able to find
it, the challenge was to inform the com-
pany. In such cases, one can’t just call
up the customer care or send an email
to any random address. Through BBC,
I was able to inform Airtel about the
possible data breach that could have
happened because of the security
flaws,” he tells you.

Ask Ahmed how he is able to jug-
gle so much work and he is quick to
answer — remember why you started.
“One should never forget the reason
why he had started in the first place.
Stay goal oriented, work hard and have
patience, things will eventually fall into
place,” he says.

This is not all, currently he is still
busy in secretly finding flaws and get-
ting them fixed. “The most recent was
in a company called Thrillophilia
that risked sensitive user data of 2 mil-
lion users. Thankfully, it was saved,” he
tells you.

� What is your role in Satymeva
Jayate 2?

I play a minister who is
extremely corrupt. His acts

have resulted in death
of several people and

destruction. He is
so corrupt that it
makes no differ-

ence to

him whether people live or die; all he is
interested in is filling his coffers. Looking
at all the bad things that my character does
in this movie, the hero of this film played
by John Abraham, goes out to punish the
minister and extracts revenge.
� You are also doing a film with Kamal
Hassan. How did you come on board the
project?

The director of the second part is S
Shankar who had made Indian in 1996.
The film is about how a man goes about

eliminating those who are a blot on soci-
ety. The story is on similar lines as the

first one, only the premise is a bit dif-
ferent. I once again play a villain
here. I got a call from their team
that Shankar wants me to play a
role in this film. I agreed.
� Your work schedule is full
with Thullay, Chacha Humare
Vidhayak Hain 2 and Sandwich
Forever 2. How are you jug-
gling so many projects?

It is just that I keep getting
one project after the other. It is not

as if I have orchestrated it that I have
so many projects at hand. The good

part is that I love to work, who wants
to sit around with no work. With so many

projects in the hand, one also gets the

opportunity to travel and see new places.
� How did you get into acting? Was it
something that you always wanted to do?

I was always interested and inclined
towards acting. Slowly, I started doing the-
atre when I was in school and then in col-
lege. From there, I got into Bollywood and
here I am more than 20 years down the
line.
� How has your journey been thus far?

Ups and downs are part and parcel of
one’s life. Yes, there was a time when I had
no work but I rode that phase in my life.
Initially, there were instances when I did-
n’t have any work; that was the down phase.
But now, I keep getting work at regular
intervals. I don’t have any complaints from
life.
� You are usually seen in negative or
comic roles. Any particular reason why
you choose such projects?

I don’t choose such projects or roles.
It is the makers who approach me and offer
me these characters to play. They feel that
I do a good job doing these roles. It is not
as if I will only do negative roles. If I am
offered a positive character, I would love
to do that as well. When I am offered com-
edy roles, I do them as well. My aim is to
give my best to each character that I am
told to play.

� How tough is it to play such charac-
ters?

I don’t think there is a difference in
playing a positive or a negative role. Each
is tough in its own place. Each requires just
as much effort as the other. Just because it
is a positive role, it doesn’t mean it is easy
to essay the same. When we prepare for a
role, the methodology involved is the same.
Whatever effort is required to play a char-
acter — negative, positive or comedy —
that remains the same.
� Does it make it easy to diverse roles
because you have done theatre?

To a certain extent, theatre moulds us
in such a manner that we are able to play
different genres. It makes it easy for us to
get into the character within a short span
and get out of it just as quickly. Theatre
gives this training. We are able to leave
behind work the minute we are off the set.
� You are a musician as well. Why did
you not pursue the same?

Not really. I haven’t pursued it profes-
sionally. It is just that somebody on the
Wiki page wrote that I can sing and am a
percussionist. The truth is that when you
are in theatre, one has to sing and if one
has some extra ability, theatre is able to
bring that out in you. 

� What made you come onboard Zee TV’s Indian Pro Music
League as a captain?

There is a special connect that I have with the team. They
are like a family. I have worked with them on many shows. That
was one reason. The second was that the concept is good and
the show is performance-oriented. I am somebody who is music
driven. In fact, a lot of media people tell me that ‘we don’t see
you anywhere’. I tell them you can see me at the airport or the
studio. I know marketing and face value can take you to anoth-
er level, but at the end of the day what matters is what hap-
pens between you and the mic. I stand for music and that is
what this show is about so I was happy to be a part of it. In
this show categorically, I was able to perform the kind of music
I want and that’s what attracted me towards it.
� What are the qualities that you will look forward to in
the contestants?

The qualities that I will be looking for is something that
I have learnt from my Guru ji Hariharan that is whenever you
listen to a song, always look at the good things they are doing,
point it out, work on it and from there take them to the next
level. Never start your sentence by taking out flaws in anyone.
This is the important thing about music, it’s area is so wide
that one can never stop learning. The youth nowadays is always
in a hurry, they want to reach heights at the drop of a hat. This
makes me wonder if this is the case what will they do for the
rest of their lives, what will they learn then. One should enjoy
the process and have fun.
� You have given so many hits, but still you work with the
same enthusiasm. Doesn’t it get monotonous at some point?

The answer to this is music. I love music and I live it. That’s
what I mentioned before, our youth has to figure out why they
are in this field. If their driving force is to become a star, then
after a point they will stop enjoying it. But if you do it for the
sake and love of music, there will never be a day when you
will feel that you don’t enjoy it anymore. If you will find hap-
piness in music, you will work with the same enthusiasm every
time. 
� You have quite a few awards to your kitty. Do you see them
as a validation for your music or you don’t take them too
seriously?

Everything as an affect on you. I won’t lie. If you get nom-
inated and win an award, it has an affect on you and if you
get nominated but doesn’t win that too affects you. A lot of
great works of mine which come close to my heart like Bulleya,
Manmarziyaan, Malang and Meharbaan these were never nom-
inated at all. From 2010 to 2020, I wasn’t nomianted as such
whereas I was coming up with great songs every year. It does
affect you at some point, some times you are happy, the other
times not, but then next morning you should overcome that.
Start afresh, don’t let the impact affect you in any way. The
only thing that takes me back to work either I win or lose is
my love for music.
� What was the most challenging song for you?

There are a lot of songs that are very tough. Mudi Mudi
was a difficult one because I was standing in front of such a
reputed musician, half nervousness in me was because of that
fact. Also, the song was in itself very difficult. Bulleya was also
difficult because it was a complicated and an emotional song.  
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� How did you get your first break?
Anurag Kashyap asked me to

write songs for his film Ugly. This
happened in 2012. I had been trying
to work with him for a long time.
� What is Tandav about?

About politics and human
beings. I have tried to go beyond the
obvious chess-like game of politics
and talk about human behaviour and
human condition.
� How did you get inspiration to
write the story for it?

Inspirations keep changing every
day, sometimes some reality pushes
you, another day a friend triggers a
detail in some character. Sometimes
music inspires you, sometimes the
setting sun.
� What are the things you keep in

mind while writing a script?
I keep asking myself constantly

why I am writing this particular
script. There should be a purpose.
There would be some thoughts you
want to communicate, and a story
you need to tell and characters you
want to know more closely. There
should be an interesting mix of all
these for me to keep writing.
Sometimes characters decide their
own stories, sometimes stories invent
characters to tell themselves.
� What was the inspiration behind
Article 15?

There was a lot of anger against
this inhuman hierarchy of human
beings. That anger fueled everything
else.
� You graduated from IIT

Roorkee. How did you end up in
Bollywood?

I wanted to come in films even
when I was a kid. I often ask myself
how I ended up studying engineer-
ing.
� Writer, poet, screenwriter and
lyricist. What role suits you best?

It keeps changing. I don’t think
all these forms of writing are as dif-
ferent as they are presented. Poetry
has often contributed in my screen-
play writing and stories quite often
seep into my poetry.
� What next?

I have written a film Freedom
with Dibakar Banerjee that he is
directing. Apart from that, I am writ-
ing another series and a feature film
that I have to direct.
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In 2013-14 racial attacks on North
Easterners were common. We were more
often than not referred to as Chinki or
Chinese. In 2014, a boy, Nido Taniam, was
killed for his hairstyle in Delhi. This shook

the conscience of the entire community, recalls
Shyam Kanu Mahanta

It was this incident that made Mahanta sit
up and take notice, egged on by other young-
sters from the North Eastern states to do some-
thing to bring about a positive change. After
careful thought, Mahanta, who after having
worked across the country had turned entrepre-
neur, decided to start a festival that would repre-
sent the distinct culture, food and more of the
place. Over the years his brainchild, the North
East Festival, has become a must-visit event on
the capital’s social calendar and in many ways
representative of the changes that are gradually
enveloping the perception about a region which
for the longest of time was considered distant,
different and inaccessible. 

Powering this perception are several reasons
which lie within the region as well as in the larg-
er ecosystem of the country and the world.
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Mahanta believes that while the new govern-

ment has undertaken several measures, it was
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee who
kick-started the effort of connecting North East
to the rest of the country. “He travelled to the
region and then Manmohan Singh carried this
integration forward when he became a Member
of Parliament from Assam. Though he was not
very vocal, this choice registered in the mind
space of people,” says Mahanta who runs MMS
Advisory Pvt Ltd, a consultancy for road con-
struction, besides the festival which he is better
known for.

Ranjit Das, President of the Tour Operators
Association of Assam (TOAA), while talking
about his industry pins the beginning of the rise
in tourist numbers to one particular decision.
He says, “In 2009-10 the DoNER Minister Mani
Shanker Aiyer promoted tourism by persuading
government officials to use their Leave Travel
Concession to visit the region which led to a
huge surge of tourists in the North East.”

The changed political thought process,
where there was focus on the region, meant that
connectivity improved and development acceler-
ated. Mahanta believes that the present govern-
ment and especially the Prime Minister and the
DoNER Minister Jitendra Singh’s attention has
been important in creating a
positive impression among
people and has put the region
on the highway to develop-
ment.

Riniki Bhuyan Sharma,
Chairman and Managing
Director, Pride East
Entertainments Pvt Ltd, a
regional media house,
agrees when she says, “With
Modiji’s emphasis on develop-
ment, investment has poured in
and new avenues have opened up.”
This naturally meant a positive
impression all around.
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Earlier the perception with-

in the region of being neglect-
ed, and often times exploited,
by the Centre gave rise to insur-

gency. “People felt that in order to get even
something as simple as a bridge or a refinery
meant that they had to struggle for it. The dis-
tance from Indian mainland and mindset didn’t
help resulting in insurgency movements in 80s
or 90s against the perceived discrimination of
the region by the Centre,” says Mahanta who
believes that the increased attention was instru-
mental in bringing peace to the area.

Dr Parveez Ubed, CEO & Founder, ERC Eye
Care (P) Limited which works towards democ-
ratising digital health (eye) care for the people in
India & South-East Asia points out that insur-
gency affected business in different ways. “It
meant that the offices were not operational
every day which naturally led to erratic work
conditions,” he says.

Mahanta says that with more peace hav-
ing prevailed, the conditions in Guwahati are
almost similar to Delhi. “In fact, it is much
safer for women. It has good restaurants, dis-
cotheques, all the major brands and a lot of peo-
ple are coming to work here. It’s very cosmopoli-
tan. During insurgency people were scared of
flaunting their wealth. Now they are buying
expensive cars and splurging money which natu-
rally helps the economy,” says Mahanta.
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Smitakshi B Goswami, Director, Pratidin

Group which owns Asomiya Pratidin (the
largest circulated Assamese daily) and Pratidin
Time (a 24-hour Assamese news channel) says
that the efforts of the state governments shored
up the remaining gap. “When Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal conducted Khelo India in
January last year, sports tourism got a fillip and
people who came here saw the development as
well as the future potential of the place. The
international level stadiums were important in
changing the thought process of the people who
came from outside,” she says.
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So, rather than the news of a flood or insur-

gency activities, there was positivity emanating
from the region which grabbed eyeballs. While
the ones who had visited the area saw the
change for themselves, there were still others

who were prompted to plan a
trip because of the posi-

tive impression in the
media. Das says,

“During the TOAA’s
annual convention, we
discussed the changing
perception and dynamics

due to the print and elec-
tronic media coverage. The

international audience became
more aware of the different kinds of experiences
that the region held out thanks to programmes
on channels like National Geographic.” Road
shows and participation in travel fairs by tour
operators created awareness among domestic
and international tourists about the scenic
beauty of the region.

Moreover, the growth of social media
meant that potential travellers often got the

informa-
tion from

people in
their own cir-

cle who had
been to the
region. “Live
streaming of a

destination cre-
ates an impact like

no other. The trav-
el industry too tapped

into the potential of the new media,”
says Das.
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Designer Jenjum Gadi, who calls

Delhi home, believes that the change
has been brought about primarily by the
youngsters. “We have faced a lot of

racism in metros and the youngsters
worked on countering it by engaging in

discussions, both online and offline, about
the people, food and culture. This created

awareness and dispelled myths.” He has
noticed a marked shift in the number of peo-
ple wanting to travel to the region and being
more tolerant of the food habits than they
were when he came from a remote village in
Arunachal Pradesh to the capital to study
16 years back.

The fashion world was the one of the
first industries to integrate people from the

North East since they have an inherent sense
of style. “There are stylists, designers, graphic
designers and more in the industry which, to
begin with, was always open,” feels Gadi.

Sharma believes that the new crop of young-
sters has done their bit in bridging the gap
which existed on both sides. “Slowly we are try-
ing to assimilate ourselves in the mainstream.
Earlier, people found a million reasons not to
return to Guwahati after having studied or
worked outside. It could be low salaries, stan-
dard of living or opportunities,” she says and
adds that media, like her channel, bring together
all the eight states which, in turn, fuels newer
ideas for cooperation and development. “We
often hear of stories of a boy from some remote
area developing software or something equally
amazing. There is no dearth of talent here. With
the availability of internet, there is an exchange
of ideas and more exposure for the younger gen-
eration. The basic education system has been
strengthened. The economically independent
young minds are applying their knowledge
everywhere,” she says.
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The entry of youngsters in tourism has

transformed the way even this industry operates.
Das says, “About 20 colleges and universities in
Assam offering a course on tourism came up in
the last four-five years. There are thousands of
students pursuing these courses and, when they
graduate, they are getting into different kinds of
activities, exploring new destinations and look-
ing at giving an authentic experience to tourist.
People are now looking at tourism as an avenue

of income and
employment.”

Dr Ubed, who faced an uphill
task while setting up his company in

2013, recalls, “People were surprised as
they felt I was giving up a great career as

a doctor. Start-ups were not a badge of hon-
our. It was very difficult to get mentors to

structure the business properly. I had to reach
out to some friends in the US on Facebook who
helped me. When I started in Jorhat, the local
chartered accountants were not sure about how
to register a local company as they hadn’t done it
before. Investors liked me, my idea and the
opportunity it held out but did not want to come
down to Assam to meet me.”

He feels that the transformation in the eco
system where there is a change in attitude as well
as money and mentorship being easily available
are the reasons why start-ups are thriving.

Gadi believes that a lot of youngsters have
decided to head back home after getting an edu-
cation in the metros as they no longer want a
government job. “Home delivery for medicines,
grocery and more are run by start-ups by
youngsters. These developments are at par with
what is happening in the country. Earlier, they
did not think that this kind of thing can happen
here as well.”

However, Smitakshi says that it is the com-
panies which are working with unique products
like Eri Silk, organic farming and ingredients
like Bhut Jolokia, the hottest chilli in the world,
have created a unique footprint.

The change in the attitude towards start-ups,
says Dr Ubed, is evident in the way he can now
have the pick of people he employs. “Earlier they
asked a lot of questions and would want to work
for two-three days to see if the environment was
good and whether I could pay or not. There is
an attitudinal shift and the start-ups are now
considered cool,” he says.
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The connectivity has improved dramatically.
According to the Ministry for Road Transport &
Highways, 4484.9 km of National Highways
were built in between 2014-2018 in the region.
Guwahati, which was the first airport in the
North East, is now the eighth busiest in the
country. The Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi
International Airport, which till three decades
ago was handling only two or three flights a day,
has over 120 commercial flights — both arrival
and departure — in addition to chartered flights
and aircrafts of the Indian Air Force. It regis-
tered over six million footfalls during 2018-19,
which is a whopping 27.46 per cent increase
from 2017-18. According to Airports Authority
of India the airport handled 55,066 aircraft
movements during 2018-19 which is a 20.99 per
cent increase of aircraft movement over the pre-
vious 12 months.

Gadi’s home state does not have an airport
but Arunachal Pradesh would be getting one
in another three-four years which, he says,
would naturally make it more accessible.
Sharma says that there is a flurry of activity,
“Airports are coming up, there are investment
summits taking place as the CMs take initia-
tives to improve connectivity.”

This naturally has had a positive impact.
Das says, “The perception has changed because
of the development of communications network
and also connectivity. Guwahati, for instance,
has direct flights to all the metros.”

Gadi feels that a lot of festivals like the Ziro
in Arunachal Pradesh, Hornbill in Nagaland
have also become must-visit events for travellers.
“People who have gone to these festivals return
with beautiful memories. That has naturally
helped create a positive impression about the
people and the place,” he says.

Mahanta offers a different take when he
says, “The North East festival has united the
states of the region. It is a meeting point where
disagreements have been sorted out and barri-
ers been broken.  There is a common agenda
for infrastructure, tourism, industry and more.
The festival in Guwahati this year had just 100
visitors but saw three lakh digital footfalls
worldwide.”

As Sharma puts it, “Earlier, the odds seemed
to be insurmountable but now the dots are being
joined and everything is coming together.” This
is certainly not the last we have heard of the
North East success story. ■
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Karthiyayani
Kunhamma, my moth-
er, passed away peace-
fully on November 6,
2020. Her departure

from this world was as uneventful
as she lived for 90 years. There
were no theatrics or high drama
accompanying the event. She was
there alive one moment and then
the other she was gone. My long-
time friend and physician Dr Rajiv
rushed home upon hearing the
news and certified that Amma was
no more.

Death was not a painful event
as far as my mother’s departure
was concerned. On the seventh
day, we completed the the last rites
immersing the ashes in Poorna
River flowing through
Perumbavoor. Within the next
two days, I was admitted to the
ICU of Kochi Medical College
having tested positive for Covid-
19 and diagnosed with pneumo-
nia. Two books that gave me com-
pany during this period were
Preparing For Death by Dr Arun
Shourie and Death: An Inside
Story by Sadhguru.

The books were an eye opener
for me, surrounded as I was by
more than 25 Covid-19 patients
who were in various phases of the
pandemic. Some of them highly
critical while others in an aggres-
sive mood, testing the patience of
doctors, nurses and other para-
medical staff, working round the
clock taking care of the patients.

It was the stay in ICU which
made me think about my own
death for the first time. I was wor-
ried only about whether my
demise would be painful, suffocat-
ing or peaceful. The only time I
have read about a person’s last
minutes in this world was about
Sir C P Ramaswamy Aiyer, the
former Divan of the princely State
of Travancore who was also a
member of the Viceroy’s Executive
Council and the Constituent
Assembly. Sir CP, as he was
addressed had the “most sudden,
painless and peaceful end,”
according to his biographer Saroja
Sundararajan.

“A journalist who came to the
National Liberal Club where he
was staying in London at 11.30 am
on 26 september 1966, enquired if
he was not well , thinking Sir CP
had a cold. CP laughed loudly at
this and replied in a cheerful
voice, “My dear lady, I have never
been ill a day in my life .” So say-
ing he leaned back in his uphol-
stered chair when his head
drooped and he was no more,”

writes Sundararajan. Prof TMP
Mahadevan, eminent philosopher,
has been quoted as saying in his
tributes: “The world envies vari-
ous aspects of the life of Sir CP,
from his birth with a silver spoon
in his mouth , through a multi-
faceted career. I envy him his
death. What a wonderful way to
die!”

With the oxygen mask con-
nected to my face, I had nothing
else to do other than ‘scanning’
the pages of Preparing for Death,
Dr Shourie’s account of the final
hours of some of the great men
and a woman in the sub continent.
He recounts the last days and last
moments of Lord Budha, Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa,
Ramana Maharshi, Kasturba,
Mahatma Gandhi and Vinoba
Bhave. What makes the book
unique is Dr Shourie’s description
about his own life and how fate

had been cruel to him throughout
this life.

Even if one is born great or
becomes great through his/her
deeds, death follows us from the
moment we come into this world
as an uninvited friend. But the
tragic truth is that none of us
think or worry about this eternal
and omnipresent character shad-
owing us all the from mother’s
womb. 

The pain and sufferings
undergone by Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa and Ramana
Maharshi in the prelude to their
samadhi should be read to be
believed. These great men never
prayed to God Almighty to lessen
their sufferings and tribulations.
The reminiscences stand out
because of the unique Arun
Shourie style.  Dr Shourie is bril-
liant in his description of the final
hours of Ramakrishna, Ramana,

Kasturba and Gandhiji. The books
he refers to, the quotes he uses and
the way he projects the events on a
wide canvas... only a master story
teller could do the same. 

Add to this his sense of humor
even in the face of adversities.
“Just like those whom we don’t
know, our closest relatives, among
them those whom we have loved
the most and our friends die ever
so often-some months it seems as
if we have to set up a camp office
at the Lodhi Road crematorium.
Fed up, a relative has declared, “I
am not going to any more crema-
tions. If possible, I will skip my
own too.”

Thus begins Dr Shourie his
latest work that also includes his
recent brush with death in Pune.
The collage like articles have
everything that elevates the read-
ers to new levels of thinking.
While there are ever so many

books and articles about life post-
death, the sad thing is that we are
ignorant about the complex nature
of death. This is a subject one
should be thorough and knowl-
edgeable to condition us about our
own final hours.

When it was time for me to be
discharged from the ICU and
transported to Ernakulam Medical
Centre, I had graduated to reading
Death: An Inside Story by
Sadhguru. I don’t have words to
describe this pathbreaking book,
full of humour and one which
opens the windows to the world of
death. “You must understand that
what you refer to as death is a
unique happening. It is the very
last moment of your life. Almost
everything in your life may hap-
pen many times over, but the final
moment when you transcend the
limitations of your physical body
will happen only once in your life-

time. It is the last thing that you
will do in your life. Moving from
the physical to non-physical is the
greatest moment in your life. 

A lot has been discussed about
life after death, rebirth, salvation
and post-death phenomenon. But
we are yet to discuss in detail the
mysteries associated with the final
moments of our life. Sadhguru, in
his own inimitable style, asks hith-
erto unasked questions on death
and explains in a scintillating style
facts associated with death. I have
seen Sadhguru demolishing and
destroying the arguments of “self-
styled intellectuals” who dared to
challenge the Indian system of
knowledge. But this is the first
time I read a book authored by
him and that too about death.
What I feel after reading the book,
especially the chapters, Preparing
For a Good Death and Assistance
For The Dying, is that I under-

stood that death is an interesting
and entertaining phenomenon
and it’s not something bad as
propagated by the Abrahamic reli-
gion. All one could feel after going
through the book is, fine, here I
am, waiting happily for me ren-
dezvous with the person whom I
was born with but yet to see face
to face with him.

Vayalar Ramavarma, a leftist
poet in Kerala, had written a
poem way back in the 1970s spit-
ting venom at death. “Oh death,
get lost. I am not willing to join you
in your solitude as I don’t have
death and I am immortal” he had
written in the revolutionary song.
Had Ramavarma read what
Sadhguru has to speak about
death, I am sure, he would have
simply welcomed death for that
enlightening encounter. Yes, Death
is beautiful provided you learn the
basics of its science.

At a time when the entire
world is struggling with
Covid-19 pandemic,

which has brought the economy
almost to a standstill, it becomes
impending on the leaders to go
the extra mile, exhibit resilient
behaviour and leadership quali-
ties to help the common man sail
through this trying time safely.

And, the passion to drive this
resilience requires a clear under-
standing to help and guide the
right behaviour. Author Ritesh
Vig has tried to catalyse this
human trait through his book
Leadership in Unprecedented
Times that offers help to business
leaders, special business entrepre-
neurs, common man and young-
sters to build confidence to fight
back by deploying unprecedented
measures.

There are no set rules to find
solutions to times of uncertainty
in the midst of whirlwind, rightly
asserts Vig, a financial strategist
in his debut book. He tries to
address today’s unprecedented
challenges being faced by the
leaders while laying the founda-
tion that is needed to emerge
stronger. When confidence level
of many people is at its low, lead-
ers need to retain their moral
high, maintaining ‘never say die’
attitude, says the writer, who has
over two decades of experience
as a financial consultant. 

Soft Bank, India Country
Head Manoj Kohli who launched
the book at an online event
recently, lauded the writer’s
thoughtful initiative of penning
the inspiration, saying that it pro-
vides a future context of constant
disruption for entrepreneurs and

senior management. In this
regard, he also drew the attention
towards Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ (Self-reliant
India) in the unprecedented
times which, he said, has given us
opportunity to be part of the
changing face of the market
where digital and start-ups are
the focus of the business.

Agreeing with the book’s
pitch, Kohli said that leaders
need to keep in mind that “It is
about acceptance of the change.
We can say there are courageous
and bold decisions to be made,
but it isn’t like that. It is some-
times difficult to accept major
change and this causes problems.
According to me (and the book),
look at the change; accept,
embrace, and love it. Once you
do that, it will be easier for you to

change the model, the culture,
and the product range according-
ly. All changes become easy
then.”

Kohli goes on to share that
every company will go through
multiple crisis situations. “There
is competition crisis, there are
regulation and government cri-
sis, there are cost issues, and
then performance and culture
crisis. Strong, forward-looking
leadership is the only way to suc-
cess. If the leadership can do
things in a systematic and order-
ly way, it can overcome every
single crisis.”

Published by ‘White Falcon’
the book, divided in seven sec-
tions or ‘milestones’, aims to offer
a step by step guidance to convert
crisis into opportunities and pre-
sents a strategy to define robust
framework, evaluate new busi-

ness scenarios and redefine busi-
ness shields for any crisis ahead.

Last but not the least, it
defines the new normal for the
growth of the business. To put it
in other words, whether you feel
like you’ve hit a wall, lost your
fire, or are looking for innovative
strategies to take your business to
the next level, Leadership in
unprecedented times has attempt-
ed to answers all.

According to the author, peo-
ple from all walks of life and all
kinds of readers will be enlight-
ened by this book, which he says,
has the potential to transform
their outlook for better in diffi-
cult times. In one of the mile-
stones, for instance, the writer
tries to advice a clueless business
leader to how to identify strategic
live asset and minimise loses
besides understanding internal

strength of his business.
Leadership quality is not just a
domain of a certain group of
people.

Vig writes that a common
man too can display leadership at
three levels: at home as parents,
at job as an employee and for the
nation, building true values in
children. 

Parents should use these
unprecedented times as an
opportunity to inculcate leader-
ship qualities in their children
and save them from anxiety and
fears. The book is more relevant
for youngsters, who the author
says, can understand how leader-
ship should be embedded within
them to take on the future role of
leaders. 

Vig has also chronicled the
integrity and strength of the lead-
ers required to fight the pandem-

ic, sharing the thoughts that
‘there are no set rules to find
solutions to times of uncertain-
ty’.

Real leadership, Vig stress-
es, requires clear communica-
tion, compassion for others, and
a commitment to truth-telling
— no matter how frightening
the times may be. Going fur-
ther, the writer has also touched
upon the past pandemics and
key learnings from them. For
instance, Vig points out, how
soon after The Great
Depression that started in 1929
till 1941 left the economy reel-
ing with unemployment, pover-
ty, deflation and ill regulated
loans among other financial cri-
sis. 

But that did not overshad-
ow the spirit of leaders of those

times who rose to the occasion to
face challenges thrown by the
turbulent environment. Ralph
Hornblower III, a well known
global investment manager in his
foreword compliment the writer
for reminding “us that we must
stay positive if we want to suc-
ceed and vanquish the tsunami
waves of humanitarian challenges
that such calamities as the 2008
financial crisis and the present
Covid 19 pandemic have brought
to the doorstep of virtually every
country on the planet.”

Priced at �449, the book,
overall is a good read, that no
business leader, entrepreneur or a
serious executive or for that mat-
ter a common man can afford to
miss. For, it attempts to help dri-
ving people out of the myriad of
crises created by the coronavirus
pandemic.
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There has been understandable

concern in India at the change of
guard in the United States of
America on January 20 after the elec-
tion of Democratic candidate Joe
Biden as the new President, partic-
ularly since the bilateral relations reg-
istered remarkable progress under
President Donald Trump, given his
determination to deal with China
headlong and his hard-line views on
Pakistan’s complicity and direct
involvement in international Islamic
terrorism. Trump was outspoken and
made his point without any prevar-
ication which was liked in India.
Warm personal chemistry between
him and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also, no doubt, has been seen
as a positive contributing factor. 

However, it needs to be noted
that Biden has been very supportive
of strong ties with India. As
Chairman of powerful Foreign
Affairs Committee of the Senate, he
played a pivotal role in getting the
India-US civil nuclear cooperation
agreement cleared. Later, he served
as Vice President in the Obama
Administration when the US and
India signed LEMOA paving the way
for India’s recognition by the USA as
a “major Defence partner” and
licence- free access to a wide range
of dual use technologies.

Writing in an ethnic Indian
community journal, Biden promised
that his administration would “build
on the great progress” made in the
relationship with India during
Obama years. He also asserted that
India and the USA “can and should
be natural allies”. Significantly, Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee had
also described the India-USA rela-
tionship as being that between nat-
ural allies.

In geo-political terms, it is wide-
ly expected that the firm line against
China initiated under the Trump
presidency would broadly continue
because of rather combative stance
of China, which seems to be in a
hurry to assert its primacy on the
global stage. Its aggression against
India and other neighbouring coun-
tries surrounding South China Sea
has also not gone unnoticed by the
Biden team. In fact, Secretary of State
nominee Blinken has been on record
as having said that “strengthening
and deepening of relationship with
India is going to be a high priority”
for the US particularly in the context
of its objectives of peace, stability and
rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific

region. 
Under these circumstances it can

be expected that the USA under
Biden would continue to regard
India as a “key partner”. Notably,
India’s External Affairs Minister
Jaishankar, while commenting on
this issue, expressed his confidence
that Indo-US relations could only
move up further in the coming
months.

The presence of Kamala Harris
as Vice President and likely induc-
tion of several persons of Indian ori-
gins (PIOs) in senior position in the
new administration is also a factor
which would favourably impact on
the bilateral relationship. In fact, elec-
tion of a PIO as the Vice President
of the country itself is a landmark
development. The credit for it obvi-
ously goes to Biden for having cho-
sen Kamala Harris as his running
mate, but it also signifies the com-
ing of age of the vast and influential
Indian community in the USA. It is
well recognised that given their
large numbers and relatively high
income levels, PIOs in the USA have
begun to play increasingly salient role
in the country’s politics and in pro-
viding a generally positive thrust to
furthering India-US ties.

In the last two decades there has
been a steady and continuing growth
in Indo-US Defence and intelli-
gence cooperation despite govern-
ment changes in both  countries indi-
cating a broad bipartisan support on
both sides for closer relations. Shared
democratic and liberal values and
generally positive perception that
both countries have about each
other have, no doubt, contributed to
creation of a positive climate but
there  is no denying that  common
threat from China and consequent
convergence of geo-political interests
has mainly brought the two countries
together.

Starting with the “General secu-
rity of military information agree-
ment” in 2002, India and the USA
have now completed the full spec-
trum of foundational Defence
agreements at the recently conclud-
ed 2+2 dialogue with the signing of
BECA providing for sharing of geo-
spatial intelligence. In the meanwhile,
the USA has also eased export
restrictions on India for high tech
equipment, including sensitive
Defence technologies by designating
it as a “Strategic Trade Authorization-
1 (STA-1)” country even though
India is yet to gain entry into the

NSG club. In fact, the USA has
emerged as a major arms supplier to
India over the last few years. This
momentum is bound to continue
because both countries face the joint
challenge of countering China’s
growing military weight. India and
the USA also actively cooperate in
countering terrorism, another major
threat to the world peace and sta-
bility. There are understandable con-
cerns in India about the 
need to maintain country’s strategic
autonomy but that does not get com-
promised by a closer military coor-
dination with the USA in order to
deal with our existing security threat
perception.

India has a massive economic
and commercial relationship with the
USA with trade in goods and services
totaling $150 billion. Unlike China
with whom we have a huge deficit,
India enjoys considerable trade sur-

plus with the USA. Energy partner-
ship has also emerged as an impor-
tant constituent of that relationship
contributing greatly to India’s 
quest to diversify its sources of
energy supplies.

Biden has been quite emphatic
about bringing the USA back into the
Paris Climate Accord and in ensur-
ing greater coordination and align-
ment with the allies on global polit-
ical and economic issues. India’s ster-
ling record on promised reduction of
emission levels jells quite well with
his priorities.

It is widely expected that under
Biden, the USA will seek to reclaim
its centre stage role in global affairs
which could, inter alia, see it playing
a reinvigorated role in Indo-pacific
region involving closer coordination
with India and traditional allies
such as Japan and Australia, includ-
ing military and maritime exercises

to enhance inter-operability both in
bilateral and “quad” framework.

The onset of Covid-19 pan-
demic which has affected millions
across the world resulting in heavy
casualties would in all likelihood
deepen the fissures between China
and the western countries. China’s
dubious role in the spread of virus
and suppression of information in
the early stages has already come in
for sharp criticism by western lead-
ers and general population alike.
Consequently, one could well see the
western countries acting in concert
to keep China’s rise in check and
India could play a pivotal role in that
effort. 

They would also move at least
some of the manufacturing facilities
out of China and India could offer
itself as a credible alternative if we are
to take further steps to improve the
manufacturing climate in India and

bring our practices and regulations
more in line with the international
best practices.

To conclude, the evolution of
geo-political dynamics in the Indo-
pacific region and indeed the world
at large and emergent threat from
China’s aggressive posture would
require both India and the USA to
continue to work as close strategic
partners. Based on current indica-
tions and affirmations on both sides,
the cooperation between them at the
Government level is likely to further
solidify in Biden presidency. 

(The writer retired from the
Indian Foreign Service a few years ago
after having served as Indian
Ambassador in several countries and
continues to take active interest in for-
eign policy issues. He is currently pres-
ident of well-known NGO Antar
Rashtriya Sahyog Parishad).

Over the years sufficient lit-
erature has appeared on

India’s strategic planning. Many
foreign scholars have made
contributions towards the
research on the modernisation
of our Defence programme
and the need for gearing up
and updating. 

One rarely comes across a
balanced and dispassionate
assessment of the issue since
there hasn’t been enough focus
on a precise strategic planning. 

However, the National
Educational Policy (NEP) 2020
is a sincere effort to fill the gap
in the existing realms of 
knowledge about the contem-
porary importance of interdis-
ciplinary and multidiscipli-
nary studies. 

As India needs to diversi-
fy its strategies to counter the
challenges it faces from
Pakistan and China, the strate-
gic knowledge and anticipating
the move and motive would be
helpful in nipping the problems
in the bud. 

Recently Chief of Defence
Staff General Bipin Rawat laud-
ed the NEP and found it quite
useful for armed forces to
identify the inner strength,
resilience, intellect and accu-
racy of thinking and excellent
coordination between mind
and body among the youth,
particularly from rural areas,
for serving the nation with all
the integrity and conviction.
This is not only an attempt to
bring them to the mainstream
but a major step towards ful-
filling the inner penchant of
equity and social justice. 

The procedure of account-
ability and disclosure were
anxiously awaited and would
make system foolproof. The
NEP involving more practical-
based approach at the tertiary
level would help catching and
identifying the inclination

among the new generation
towards strengthening coun-
try’s forces. 

The new attention and
scope for innovation would
attract the talent and enlight-
en them to seek career oppor-
tunities in Defence services.
The NEP 2020 has provided a
new gateway to problem-solv-
ing mechanism and a huge
platform for education sector
in India. Undoubtedly tremen-
dous efforts have been made
towards creating an environ-
ment that generates smooth,
easily understandable yet cog-
nitive, constructive and ana-
lytical skills among the har-
bingers of future. 

The provision of a single
regulator and numerous entry
and exit options with regard to
formal degrees have been some
of the salient features of the
NEP which deserve all the
appreciation as a new begin-
ning to understand the core
security problems which can be
comprehended in brighter
manner with an option of
choosing Defence and securi-
ty as one of the important sub-
jects of the larger discipline
either at the undergraduate or
postgraduate levels. 

The research on such issues
would invite tremendous
receptiveness on the part of
higher education since the
ongoing low intensity insur-
gency perpetuated by Pakistan
and over expansionist mission
of China have reaffirmed the
obnoxious conspiracy to hit
India where it matters the
most by creating socio-reli-
gious and security quagmire. 

Besides, it will send out a
loud and clear message that
India cannot reciprocate in
the same manner as it has cer-
tain firm convictions and poli-
cies towards ensuring peace
through defensive mechanism.

This has carried forward the
question of reestablishing the
credibility and confidence
among people that India is not
a soft state but it wants to avoid
war and conflict as far as pos-
sible. 

The new learning of socio-
political aspects of the problem
of insurgency, terrorism and
Naxal violence would help
security personnel get well
versed with the psychology of
terrorists and criminals. 

John Milton once com-
mented “hours have wings and
they fly up to the author of
fame dedicated to their cause”.
The attempt to sensitise about
exploring our domestic under-
pinnings with renewed focus
on the role of addressing the
myriad shades such as gender

sensitisation and concern of
marginalised communities by
way of creation of Special
Education Zones through
inclusive social democratic
ideas and values in the process
deserve all the appreciation. 

The provisions of
Multidisciplinary Education
and Research Universities
(MERUs) on par with IITs and
IIMs, the National Research
Foundation, the National
Educational Technology
Forum and Indian Institutes of
Translation and Interpretation
would create an environment
for students to reach their
potential best by encouraging
academic excellence of global
level, embracing new informa-
tion on the one hand and
opening new areas of job-ori-

ented courses on the other. 
Besides, it would help in

understanding social respon-
sibility. In addition to this a
new approach can also provide
a clear way forward for stu-
dents interested in Defence
studies by getting them to
learn new techniques. 

The much talked about
new provisions of new educa-
tion formal orientation of
“5+3+3+4” and learning in
mother tongue or regional lan-
guage till Class V would open
up fresh outlook and generate
an introspective discourse and
seek multiple options and view-
points to see one’s right place
according to one’s interest. 

There are numerous pro-
visions under NEP which can
ensure a collaborative creation

of ideas and providing tips to
comprehend even the tedious
and complex issues. 

As far as education at the
tertiary level is concerned,
NEP’s approach appears to set
out a very clear way forward by
getting the mentors fully
involved in new techniques
and developing challenging
strategies to meet the need of
all categories of students. 

Hence, in order to enhance
the standard of students it
would be imperative to devel-
op self-academic orientation
and excellence to deliver and
provide a problem-solving and
inquiry-based learning activi-
ties with which students can
further formulate and test their
ideas, draw conclusions and
inferences, and pool and con-

vey their knowledge in a col-
laborative learning environ-
ment. 

An introduction of new
syllabus would provide a vivid
and deeper insight into the
problem of terrorism and its
causes and thereby may lead to
a road map towards a foolproof
encountering strategy. This
combating strategy will have to
look into the basis of the fund-
ing for terrorism, nexus among
arms dealer, drug traffickers,
smugglers and terrorists. A
proper knowledge about the
nexus between organised crime
and terrorism can be of
immense use. 

The vision of the NEP is
bound to make India the most
competitive in the field of
Defence education and would
have many takers. The new
facilities in security and
Defence areas would enthrall
new generation and provide
new perspective to all the
aspiring academicians and stu-
dents who are shortly going to
step out into the world of
competition much beyond a
regulated framework. 

Our Defence policies
should be able to adapt to the
challenging environment as
well as efficiently implement
recommendations. 

A modern, vigilant and
assertive military, intelligence,
police and paramilitary net-
work should replace the old
one. 

Since it has always been the
academic class which provides
policy orientation to the poli-
cy makers, the NEP has the
potential to produce a new
breed of intellectuals to ensure
fullest realisation of the much
needed strategic thinking in the
Defence and security area. 

(The author is a professor
and expert on strategic affairs)
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No sooner I get into the process
suggested to calm my overtaxed
mind, I get into sleep mode.

Obviously, when I get up, I feel tem-
porarily relaxed. But soon after my
monkey mind comes into active play.
Tell me where I am going wrong. So
asked a disciple, who is serious about
getting over the limitations of his mind.
“Getting into sleep mode during the
process is not desirable,” I answered.
“Why then is it happening?” he asked.
Well, as you close your eyes, you get cut
off from all that you would be con-
sciously watching in the outer world as
well as the self-excited thoughts within,
which includes lot of negative impres-
sions. Nothing to process, mind gets
into sleep mode. “How do I get over this
syndrome?” he then asked.

While introducing you to the 8 fold
course of Patanjali Yoga Sutra, I had
explained that meditation proper begins
by getting into state of Pratyahara. I had
also explained the significance and
application of Pratyahara. The process
calls for getting disengaged from waking
state consciousness and instead turning
your attention inwards. Fact remains
that you have ignored the most impor-

tant part of the process, which is why
you get into sleep mode. Should you
look within, your sub-conscious mind
will come into full play. That will bring
into focus random thoughts picked up
in the immediate past, many of them
unpleasant and inconsequential. Those
thoughts keep alive your grieving mind.
Also, persistent desires and feelings may
keep knocking you. These thoughts
engage your attention so much, that you
are hardly have the space necessary to
process any fresh thoughts objectively,
and with obvious consequences. 

Remember, mind-calming process is
true to the calling of Pratyahara. Should
you follow the process correctly, mind
will have a task in hand. It has to wit-
ness the inflowing thoughts, but at the
same time train it to remain disengaged
from them. Following which, those
thoughts will go out of reckoning over a
period of time. Consequently, you will
not only feel relaxed, but also fresh
mind-space will be available to process
any fresh thoughts objectively. And that
makes the difference. I could make out
that this fellow is not able to turn his
attention inwards. To facilitate that, I
suggested him to keep his attention on

his breath cycle during the process —
inbreath and outbreath both included.

The next time the person visited
me, informed that he no longer gets into
sleep mode. “In fact, I am able to see a
pattern in my thought flow, which
makes me understand and acknowledge
my mental traits. I have realised that I
carry a sense of fear and insecurity. I
also suffer from a sense of ‘identity cri-
sis’ which tempts me prove my point
whatever way I can. Where does it come
from? Also, I wish to realise my dream
perceptions fast, which is not happening
on expected lines. You have to now
guide me how to resolve them and also
realise my potential fast.” the person
asked.

The sense of fear and identity crisis
has actually become a part of your psy-
che, coming as them may as reflection
of your unpleasant memory imprints
picked up during early childhood. The
Sun, which is marked with your identity
and confidence level is in debility, and is
placed opposite its dire enemy Saturn,
which too is in debility. It implies that
during early childhood, your parents
would have tried to forcefully discipline
you. You would have been subject to
beating and chastised on every occasion

you committed some mistake or when
your performance level was not on
expected lines. Your parent’s intent can’t
be questioned. But instead of handling
you with a sense of love, they forcefully
tried to impose their whip on you. The
irony of the whole situation is that born
with Aries lagna ruled by fiery Mars,
and prominently placed, it was difficult
for you to digest commandeering. In the
process, your confidence level got down
and developed a sense of fear, which
with time became a part of your psyche.
Now that you are on your own, there is
no relevance of those past happenings.
Once, this thought gets registered in
your mind, you will get over this hang.
He began working on suggested lines,
and soon he overcame this problem.

This way, with time, he went on
identifying and acknowledging his men-
tal limitations one by one, and then got
over them. As he got over his negatives,
his performance level too began to
improve.
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