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Joe Biden will be sworn in as
the 46th President of the

United States, while Kamala
Harris will take oath as the first
woman Vice President on
Wednesday, in the midst of
growing concerns over the
safety of the historic inaugura-
tion following the recent vio-
lent attack on the Capitol Hill
by pro-Trump supporters.

Evoking some of the
nation’s loftiest reforms helped
Biden unseat President Donald
Trump but left him with tow-
ering promises to keep. And he
will be trying to deliver against

the backdrop of searing nation-
al division and a pandemic that
has killed nearly 400,000
Americans and upended the
economy.

This year, however, the
transition stands out for its
acrimony. The process usually
starts straight after the election,
but it started weeks late after

President Donald Trump
refused to accept the result of
the November 3 election won
by Biden, a Democrat. Trump
has said he will not attend the
inauguration. Trump, a
Republican, will vacate the
White House hours before the
inauguration and is expected to
travel to his Mar-a-Lago club in
Florida.

Chief Justice John Roberts
will administer the oath of
office to Biden just after the
clock strikes 12 (local time) at
the West Front of the Capitol —
the traditional location —
under the unprecedented secu-
rity umbrella of more than
25,000 National Guards, who
have transformed the capital
into a garrison city, mainly
because of the threat of violent
protest by Trump's supporters.

Continued on Page 11

New Delhi: Ahead of the
Bengal polls, the Centre on
Tuesday announced to cele-
brate Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose’s birthday on January 23
as “Parakram Diwas” (Valour
Day) every year with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi all set
to attend the first day of pro-
gramme in Kolkata  on Bose’s
125th birth anniversary. He will
also inaugurate an exhibition
on the grounds of the National
Library to mark the occasion in
the State.

However,  the decision was
slammed by the Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress which termed it as
poll gimmicks while evoking a
mixed response from Subhas
Chandra Bose’s grandnephew
CK Bose, who is also a BJP
leader. 

TMC leader Saugata Roy
said that the declaration to cel-
ebrate the day as “Parakram
Diwas” has been made with an
eye on upcoming West Bengal
Assembly polls. PNS

Surat: Fourteen migrant
labourers and a year-old-girl
from Rajasthan who were
sleeping by the roadside in
Gujarat’s Surat district were
among 15 dead after a dumper
truck ran over them on
Tuesday, police said.

Those killed include eight
women and a migrant worker
from Madhya Pradesh, police
said. While 12 of them died on
the spot, three died during
treatment at a hospital, police
added. Except for the 19-year-
old worker from Madhya
Pradesh, all the other deceased
were from villages in Banswara
district in south Rajasthan,
police said. Tragedy took place
near Kosamba village, around
60 km from Surat. 

The truck driver, who
apparently lost control over the
vehicle after hitting a sugarcane
laden tractor, has been booked
under sections of the IPC and
Motor Vehicles Act, police
said.

����� 12/�+2 0�

Ahead of a meeting of a
Parliamentary panel on

Information technology on
Thursday to discuss safety and
security of users on social
media, the Government on
Tuesday asked WhatsApp to
withdraw the recent changes in
the privacy policy of the 
messaging app, saying unilat-
eral changes are unfair and
unacceptable. 

In a strongly-worded letter
to WhatsApp CEO Will
Cathcart, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology said India is home
to the largest user base of
WhatsApp globally and is 
one the biggest markets for its
services.

The proposed changes to
the WhatsApp Terms of Service
and Privacy Policy, without
giving users an option to opt-
out, “raise grave concerns
regarding the implications for
the choice and autonomy of
Indian citizens,” it said.

The Ministry asked
WhatsApp to withdraw the
proposed changes and recon-
sider its approach to informa-
tion privacy, freedom of choice
and data security.

WhatsApp had on January
16 delayed the introduction of
the new privacy policy after
user backlash over sharing of
user data and information with
the parent company, Facebook.

Stating that Indians should
be properly respected, the
Ministry said, “Any 
unilateral changes to the
WhatsApp Terms of Service
and Privacy would not be fair

and acceptable.”
With over 400 million

users in India, the changes
will have a disproportionate
impact on the country’s citi-
zens, the letter said.

It asked WhatsApp to pro-
vide details of the services pro-
vided by it in India, categories
of data collected and permis-
sions and consents sought.

Also, WhatsApp has been
asked to explain if it conducts
profiling of Indian users on the
basis of their usage, as well as
explain difference between the
privacy policy in India and
other countries.

WhatsApp has also been
asked to provide policy on
data and information security,
privacy and encryption. 

Continued on Page 11
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Three days after the launch
of the nationwide vaccina-

tion drive and reports of sev-
eral adverse events following
immunisation (AEFI), Serum
Institute of India (SII) and
Bharat Biotech, makers of anti-
Covid vaccine Covishield and
Covaxin respectively, released
a set of “Dos and don’ts aiming
to help a recipient understand
the risks and benefits of 
their vaccine.”

Interestingly, soon after
the approval of their vaccine by
the DCGI early January, both
firms had questioned the effi-
cacy of each other’s jabs.

The Bharat Biotech fact-
sheet said that “it is advisable
not to take the vaccine if a per-
son has allergies, fever or bleed-
ing disorder or is on a blood
thinner. It also said that 
pregnant and breastfeeding
women should also avoid tak-
ing Covaxin.”

Those who are immune-
compromised or are on medi-
cine that affects immune sys-
tem, and those who have
received another Covid-19 vac-
cine should also not get the
Bharat Biotech’s medicine, said
the company whose vaccine is
being refused by a section of
doctors like the Resident
Doctors’ Association (RDA)
of RML hospital in Delhi and
Karnataka to name a few. 
They have preferred Covishield
over Covaxin.

Private practitioners like
Dr Rahul Bhargava, Director
(Institute of Blood Disorder
and Bone Marrow Transplant)
Fortis Hospital, Gurugram,
too, minced no words as he

doubted the efficacy of the
Covaxin.

He also felt that the two
companies should have
released the factsheets prior to
the mega vaccination drive so
that people were not only aware
of the health impacts of the
vaccines but also whether or
not they are eligible for it.

The Hyderabad-based
biotechnology firm also said
that the DCGI has authorised
the restricted use of its vaccine
under clinical trial mode.

“Individuals, who are pri-
oritised under the public health
programme of the Ministry of
Health and Family welfare,
will be covered under this
endeavour. Informing the indi-
viduals about the offer for vac-
cination with Covaxin will 
rest with the respective
Government programme offi-
cials. Those offered Covaxin at
pre-specified booths will have
the options to receive or reject
administration of the vaccine,”
the factsheet stated.

The company document
further described the ingredi-
ents in the Covaxin. It contains
64g of whole-virion inactivat-
ed SARS-CoV-2 antigen
(Strain: NIV-2020-770), and
the other inactive ingredients
such as aluminum hydroxide
gel (250 μg), TLR 7/8 
against (imidazoquinolinone)
15 μg, 2-phenoxyethanol 2.5
mg, and phosphate buffer
saline up to 0.5 ml.

“The vaccine thus has been
developed by using inactivat-
ed/killed virus along with the
aforementioned chemicals,” it
said, adding that Covaxin is
administered as an injection
into the deltoid muscle of the

upper arm. It is a two-dose
series given four weeks apart.

Not keen to be left behind
in the race, within minutes the
SII too released its factsheet,
stating that people who are
severely allergic to any ingre-
dient of Covishield are advised
not to take it. “Pregnant and
lactating mothers should men-
tion it to the healthcare
provider before getting the jab.
Also, do not forget to take the
second dose!”

The SII said that one
should not get the Covishield
vaccine if the person had a
severe allergic reaction after a
previous dose of this vaccine
which has “L-Histidine, L-
Histidine hydrochloride mono-
hydrate, Magnesium chloride
hexahydrate, Polysorbate 80,
Ethanol, Sucrose, Sodium chlo-
ride, Disodium edetate dihy-
drate (EDTA), water for injec-
tion,” as its ingredients.

About the possible adverse

effect of the vaccine, the SII said
that “some of the very common
side effects of the vaccines are
tenderness, pain, warmth, red-
ness, itching, swelling or bruis-
ing where the injection is given,

generally feeling unwell, chills
or feeling feverish, headache or
joint aches.”

However, if you feel dizzy,
lack of appetite, abdominal
pain, enlarged lymph nodes,

excessive sweating, itchy skin or
rash, then you should contact
the doctor as these are not 
very common symptoms, the
release said.

Continued on Page 11
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Brushing aside the US threat
to impose sanctions, the

first batch of IAF personnel will
shortly leave for Moscow for
training to operate S-400 air
defence systems. India and
Russia had inked a deal in 2018
worth over �45,000 crore for
five defence systems. The first
S-400 will arrive in India by 
this year end and the remain-
ing four systems will be induct-
ed by 2023.

China has already induct-
ed six S-400 air defence systems
and India needs it urgently to
bolster its capabilities to secure
its air space. The S-400 can
detect an incoming hostile air-
craft or missile from a distance

of more than 500 km and
shoot it down.

Giving details of the Indian
team’s departure to Moscow,
Russian ambassador Nikolay
Kudashev on Tuesday here
described it as a “remarkable
occasion” that will usher in “a
new stage in our strategic part-
nership.” More than 100 per-
sonnel, including officers 
and airmen, will leave for
Russia by the end of this month

for the training.
“S-400 supplies initiative is

one of the flagship projects in
the Russian-Indian military
and military-technical cooper-
ation, which historically con-
stitutes the main pillar of the
special and privileged strategic
partnership between our two
friendly countries,” the envoy
said while hosting the Indian
team at an event.

Continued on Page 11
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Amid reports of vaccine hes-
itancy among doctors and

health workers, the
Government on Tuesday tried
to allay their fears saying that
the concerns about adverse
effects and serious problems, as
of now, seem to be unfounded,
negligible and insignificant and
that the adverse events follow-
ing immunisation reported
“were fairly low, in fact lowest
so far in the world in the first
three days.”

It also urged healthcare

workers not to hesitate to get
the Covid-19 vaccine as “it was
their societal responsibility to
get inoculated.”

Both the vaccines —
Covishield and Covaxin — are
safe and a lot of effort has gone
into making them, NITI Aayog
member (health) Dr VK Paul
said as he lamented that “It is
saddening that healthcare
workers, especially doctors and
nurses, are declining to take it.”

“We are not fulfilling our
societal responsibility if a vac-
cine assigned to us is not being
taken. The whole world is

clamouring for a vaccine. I
request you to please accept the
jab. Vaccine hesitancy should
extinguish because Covid-19
inoculation is taking us towards
the elimination of this calami-
ty,” Paul said and disclosed that
he himself has taken a jab of
Covaxin.

“We are very fortunate that
we are running this vaccination
drive at a time when the pan-
demic looks like to be in a con-
trolled situation. So in this
period, by taking the jabs, we
have to create a wall of vaccine-
induced immunity and be

ready for any kind of eventu-
ality in future,” he said.

Continued on Page 11
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Brisbane: A fearless India, dri-
ven by its courageous young-
sters, pulled of an exhilarating
three-wicket win over Australia
in the fourth Test to claim the
series 2-1 and retain the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy on Tuesday.

Resuming at four for none
on the final day, India over-
hauled the target with 18 balls
to spare in a match that went
down to the wire.

Rishabh Pant led the chase
with his aggressive yet mature
unbeaten 89 while Shubman Gill
scored 91. Cheteshwar Pujara
enduring many a painful blows
on his body in his dogged 56-run
knock that he raised with a 211-
ball vigil. Australia had won the
pink-ball Adelaide Test while
India struck back with victory in
Melbourne. Third Test in Sydney
had ended in a draw. India had
won a historic Test series Down
Under two years back and now
the team is cherishing back-to-
back series victory. 

Detailed report on P14
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Reiterating that the recruit-
ment system in his govern-

ment was transparent and merit-
based, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, on
Tuesday, distributed online
appointment letters to 436 can-
didates selected for the posts of
assistant teachers/associates and
lecturers in the arts department
of the secondary schools.

“In UP, the selection criteri-
on is only based on merit and in
the last three years and 10
months, the dream of govern-
ment jobs of 3.75 lakh youths
have been realised. All the
appointments are a proof of
honesty, transparency and con-
fidentiality and not a single selec-
tion can be questioned and
doubted,” the chief minister said
while speaking at a virtual func-
tion here on Tuesday.

In a programme held at the

official residence of the chief min-
ister, six newly selected candi-
dates received their appoint-
ment letters from Yogi
Adityanath while the remaining
youth, connected to the pro-
gramme through virtual medi-
um, received the appointment
letters from the local people’s rep-
resentatives.

Congratulating the newly
elected candidates, the chief min-
ister said that this success had
enhanced the self-confidence of
the youths and had also given a
glimpse of the golden future of
the state. 

“The services of a teacher are
not just for six or eight hours... a
teacher is a teacher throughout
his/her life. The foundation of the
future of India will be laid by
these teachers in their class-
rooms,” Yogi Adityanath said.

He said all teachers should be
informed about all the subjects
rather than their subjects and

they should understand the gov-
ernment’s public welfare policies
and benefit the people of the soci-
ety as much as possible,” he
added. The chief minister inter-
acted with the newly appointed
teachers of Ayodhya, Varanasi,
Chitrakoot and Maharajganj dis-
tricts.

The chief minister said that
by March 19, when the govern-
ment would be completing four
years of its term, the dream of
government jobs of four lakh
youths would have been fulfilled. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma praised the efforts of the
chief minister in the uplift of the
standards of the education sys-
tem. “Today, all information,
including new affiliations, trans-
fers and results have gone online
and the digital system has played
an important role in education
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” Sharma said.
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Kasganj was rocked by the
sensational kidnapping of

a 10-year-old boy and the kid-
nappers demanding Rs 40 lakh
as ransom for the safe release
of the victim. 

The local police registered
a case in this regard and were
making all efforts to trace out
the kidnappers and safely
release the boy from their
clutches. 

The sleuths of the Special
Task Force (STF) have
been directed to assist the
local police in tracking the kid-
nappers through electronic
surveillance and rescuing the
boy.

Reports said that Lokesh,
hailing from Pithampur ham-
let of Sidhpur locality, went
outside to play with his friends
on Monday afternoon. 

His father Kishenvir said
that when his son did not
return home, he went out to
enquire about Lokesh’s where-
abouts but failed to get any clue
from his friends. 

Later in the night,
Kishenvir received a call on his
mobile phone in which the
caller claimed that his son was
in their custody and that if he
wanted to get him released
safely he should arrange Rs 40
lakh as ransom. 

Kishenvir said that he
immediately informed the local
police about the kidnapping
and sought their help to get his
son rescued safely. 

Superintendent of Police in

Kasganj, Manoj Kumar Sonkar,
said that four teams had
been formed and they were
working round-the-clock to
trace out the kidnappers and
rescue the boy safely from
their clutches.    

Meanwhile in Mahoba, the
police registered a case against
three persons in connection
with the alleged rape and
killing of a Dalit girl, whose
body was found hanging from
a tree on Sunday. 

“The 18-year-old had left
home to buy vegetables on
Sunday afternoon but did not
return. Later, her family mem-
bers found her body hanging
from a tree in the Belatal area,”
Circle Officer Rampravesh Rai
said. 

The victim’s mother filed a
complaint and an FIR was reg-
istered against three men for
allegedly raping and killing
the Dalit teenager.

Kulpahad police station
incharge Ravindra Tiwari said
the FIR was registered against
Rohit, Bhupendra and Tarun
on charges of rape and murder
and under the provisions of the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act. 

The matter is being inves-
tigated but no arrest has been
made so far. The post-mortem
report is awaited. 

The deceased’s aunt told
the police that the girl was
being harassed by a man in
their locality, who was making
phone calls to her for the last
one month.
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The products from Uttar
Pradesh are getting good

response from abroad as the
state has got a large number of
export orders for goods like
rice, medicines, carpets, silk,
fertilisers, sugar, toys and fish
products.

According to the latest data
released by the Central govern-
ment, Uttar Pradesh has out-
paced many states including
Telangana, Kerala, Punjab,
West Bengal, in terms of
exports during the coronavirus
pandemic.

“Uttar Pradesh has been
successful in maintaining the
fifth position in the country in
terms of exports. UP has come
out with a new export policy
under which the government is
also working to increase the
number of exporters,” a govern-
ment spokesman said in a
statement issued here on
Tuesday. There are more than
10,000 exporters in the state.

During the pandemic, in
just eight months from April to
November 2020, goods
(including milk, flour, sugar,
artificial flowers, rice, silk, etc.)
worth Rs 72,508 crore were
exported from UP, which is
almost double than the exports
of the previous year. Out of this,
the export of food grains was
around Rs 1054.20 crore.

The state’s exports have
been steadily increasing since
2017-18. Products worth Rs
1,14,042.72 crore and Rs
83,999.92 crore were exported
in 2018-19 and 2019-20,
respectively.

Uttar Pradesh has also
started working towards devel-
oping the Make in UP brand.
For this, preparations are
underway to develop each dis-
trict as an export hub. Soon
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
will be taking a decision in this
regard.
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Lucknow (PNS): All the 12 offi-
cial candidates of Bharatiya
Janata Party and Samajwadi
Party are set to get elected unop-
posed in the biennial elections to
the Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Council on January 21. On
Tuesday, the nomination of inde-
pendent candidate Mahesh
Chandra Sharma was rejected
during scrutiny of the papers.
Sharma of Kanpur had filed his
papers on the last day of filing of
nomination on Monday but it
did not have proposers and fee
receipt as per the norms.  Now
all the 12 candidates would be
declared elected unopposed on
January 21. The 10 BJP candi-
dates are Dinesh Sharma, BJP
state president Swatantra Dev
Singh, Laxman Acharya, AK
Sharma, Kunwar Manvendra
Singh, Gopal Narain Shukla,
Salil Bishnoi, Ashwini Tyagi, Dr
Dharamveer Prajapati and
Surendra Choudhury.   

Lucknow (PNS): The
Gorakhpur police have arrest-
ed a 24-year-old first year law
student for allegedly uploading
offensive posts against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on social media.

The accused, Arun Yadav,
had allegedly morphed the
faces of Narendra Modi and
Yogi Adityanath in a video
and then uploaded it on
Facebook. 

The Gorakhpur University
has suspended Arun Yadav
and formed a disciplinary com-
mittee to look into the matter.

The police spokesman said
that they came to know about
the post two days ago and on
inquiry found that the video

was uploaded on the Facebook
account of Arun Yadav.

“We found that the accused
had morphed the faces of the
two leaders in an objectionable
manner. He was arrested from
a village in Chauri Chaura
area,” the police spokesman
said. Yadav has been booked
under Indian Penal Code sec-
tions 153-A (promoting enmi-
ty between different groups on
grounds of religion, race, place
of birth, residence, language,
etc., and doing acts prejudicial
to maintenance of harmony)
and 469 (forgery for purpose of
harming reputation). 

Station House Officer of
Cantonment police station Anil
Upadhyay said the accused
had also been booked under

the Information Technology
Act.

Meanwhile, Gorakhpur
University’s public relation offi-
cer Mahendra Kumar Singh
said that the university had
taken a serious note of the inci-
dent and suspended Yadav for
violating the Gorakhpur
University’s Act and Ordinance.
“The university has prohibited
Arun Yadav’s entry into the
campus and has formed a dis-
ciplinary committee to inquire
into the matter. The committee
attempted to contact Arun and
made a call on his cell phone
but it was found switched off.
The committee has written a
letter to Arun Yadav to give his
side of the story,” an official of
the university said.
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In a big boost to the development of
information technology (IT) industry

in Uttar Pradesh, the Singapore based
ST Telemedia Global Data Centres
(STT GDC) India has proposed to
develop a Greenfield Data Centre
Campus in Noida.

Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma said here on Tuesday that in
consonance with the Union govern-
ment’s programme to promote growth 

of digital economy, the Uttar Pradesh
government was taking various initia-
tives to attract investment in the data
centre development and operations
sector, which had become a crucial
necessity for big enterprises in different
sectors.

In a meeting with Additional Chief
Secretary (Industrial Development)
Alok Kumar, STT GDC India represen-
tative said that in the first phase the
company proposed to develop the data
centre campus with critical IT capaci-
ty of 18 MW with an estimated invest-
ment of Rs 600 crore. 

It is expected to create 30-40 direct
and around 550 indirect and induced
employment avenues.

Kumar said on Tuesday that the
proposed campus was suitably located
within easy access of the industrial hub
and the national capital with seamless
international connectivity.  He said
that there was significant presence of
industry and IT majors in and around
Noida, which would aid in quickly
evolving the region as a major data cen-
tre hub in north India. He said in view
of the web-based and digitally driven
economy gaining prominence, the UP
government was preparing a new data
centre policy with the objective of cre-
ating state-of-the-art data and IT ecosys-
tem to meet the requirements of indus-
try, enterprises and citizens. A land par-
cel of around three acres has already

been identified by the investor in Noida
to set up the data centre campus, which
would be scalable to 36 MW IT load
data centre capacity in the second
phase with an additional investment of
Rs 500 crore, excluding the land cost. 

After the completion of the second
phase, the total estimated investment
would be around Rs 1,100 crore with
approximately 80 direct job opportuni-
ties and around 1,000 indirect and
induced employment avenues.

The proposed data centre campus
is aimed at providing services to major
cloud players, hyperscalers (an opera-
tor of a data centre that offers scalable
cloud computing services) and large
enterprise clients.  

A data centre is a facility that cen-
tralises the shared IT activities and
equipment of an organisation for the
purpose of storing, processing and dis-
seminating information and applica-
tions. Formerly known as Tata
Communications Data Centres Pvt.
Ltd., the STT Global Data Centres
India is a majority owned subsidiary
of ST Telemedia Global Data Centres
of Singapore. The STT GDC India
operates 16 data centres across eight
cities in India with an IT load capac-
ity of over 110 MW whereas the par-
ent holding company – ST Telemedia-
Singapore — operates a portfolio of
over 112 data centres across nations
directly or indirectly.
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Power engineers across the
country along with 1.5 mil-

lion power employees will go
for token work boycott and
hold protest meetings on
February 3 against the privati-
sation policies of the Central
government, the All India
Power Engineers Federation
(AIPEF) announced here on
Tuesday.

AIPEF Chairman
Shailendra Dubey, in a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, stated that the power
engineers and employees were
grieved over the Central gov-
ernment’s move for the privati-
sation of the power sector
through Electricity
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 and
Standard Bidding Document
for total privatisation of distri-
bution of electricity.

He said the privatisation
policy was slowly destroying

the public sector across the
country while giving huge ben-
efits to selected corporate hous-
es.  

“Privatisation and targeted
benefits to chosen corporates is
the root cause of power
employees’ agitation,” he said.

The AIPEF expressed sol-
idarity with the struggling
organisations of peasants who
are also demanding withdraw-
al of the Electricity
(Amendment) Bill, 2020.

The AIPEF demanded the
withdrawal process of the pri-
vatisation of power sector in
states and Union Territories.
The other demands are scrap-
ping of the Electricity
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 and
Standard Bidding Document
for total privatisation of distri-
bution of electricity and rein-
tegration of all power utilities
in states with function compo-
nents of generation, transmis-
sion, and distribution.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

has issued directive to expedite
the construction of houses
under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Urban) and said
that for the implementation of
the scheme, utilisation certifi-
cate of the funds received from
the Centre should be sent to the
Government of India in time so
that the next instalment could
be received in time.

The chief minister has also
asked officials to ensure that all
the works of the scheme are in
accordance with the prescribed
standards and guidelines.

The chief minister on
Tuesday reviewed the works of
various departments at a high-
level meeting at Lok Bhawan.

He said that besides pro-
viding better employment
opportunities to the migrant
and resident workers, the state
government was also commit-
ted to their social security.

While giving instructions
to make effective arrangements
for social security of the
migrant and resident workers,
he said that a presentation of
the proposed action should be
made at the earliest. 

The chief minister direct-
ed officials to provide benefits
of Ayushman Bharat Yojana
and Mukhya Mantri Jan
Arogya Abhiyan to migrant
and resident workers.

“The last quarter of the
current financial year has start-
ed and in view of this the top
officials of all the departments
connected with revenue collec-
tion should review the revenue

receipts and ensure achieve-
ment of the targets. A strategy
should be chalked out to get
more revenue under GST
(goods and services tax),” he
said.

The chief minister direct-
ed the Stamps and Registration

department to prepare an
action plan for maximum rev-
enue generation. 

He said that details of
such immovable properties in
the state should be compiled
which have not been registered
yet. 

He said special attention
should be paid to the proceed-
ings of the registry of such
property. 

“This will enable more rev-
enue collection by the depart-
ment,” the chief minister
underlined.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

will virtually launch the
Geographical Indications (GI)
exhibition in Varanasi, one of
the biggest exhibitions of
Atmanirbhar Bharat, on
Wednesday.

Being organised in collab-
oration with the Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FICCI), the exhibition will
have stalls of 50 GI products
from 16 districts at Deendayal
Handicrafts Complex . 

The exhibition will hold
seminars and training pro-
grammes by experts which
will focus on improving the
technical skills of craftsmen.
They will also be given free
tool kits in collaboration with
the Government of India.

The exhibition will display
both GI products from the
state along with the products
involved in the process of
having GI products. 

There will be stalls from
Varanasi, Bhadohi, Chandauli,
Ghazipur, Mirzapur,
Azamgarh, Bulandshahr,
Farrukhabad, Firozabad,

Gorakhpur, Kanpur, Kannauj,
Lucknow, Prayagraj,
Saharanpur and
Siddharthnagar. At Least 28
unique GI products will also
be displayed, seven of which
are from Varanasi. Through
this, the government will also
provide physical and virtual
platforms for buyers and sell-
ers to communicate.

Under the technical
upgradation training pro-
gramme for GI products, 240
craftsmen will be trained. Also,
600 will get soft skill training
and 270 craftsmen will be
imparted new technology
training. A total of 2,000 crafts-
men will be given advanced
tool kits during the pro-
gramme.

Products like terracotta of
Gorakhpur, brocade and sari
of Varanasi, black pottery of
Azamgarh,  handmade carpet
of Bhadohi, perfume of
Kannauj , metal craft of
Moradabad, pottery of Khurja
and Kala Namak rice of
Siddharthnagar  are some of
the unique products of UP
which have been given GI
tag.

“Through this exhibition,
which will run till January 24,
celebrated as UP Divas, the
Yogi government is aiming to
give a new boost to brand UP
which will further pave the
way for Uttar Pradesh’s over-
all development and growth,”
the government spokesman
said.
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NOTICE

I Hari Sharan Res. Flat no.
106, House No. 169, Kailash
Nagar, Tiwaripur Bagiya,
Kanpur. My Name Hari Sharan
marked in my High School
Marksheet & My name Hari
Sharan Gupta marked in
Aadhar Card, Pan Card & all
documents of department. In
future me known as Hari
Sharan Gupta for all purpose.

NOTICE

I, Savitri Devi, wife of Late
Shri MOHAN CHANDRA
JOSHI, resident of 418 Hata
Ramdas Bagiya Sadar Bazar
Lucknow-226002 hereby
declares that the correct
spelling of my name is SAVIT-
RI DEVI instead of Savatri
Devi.and my name should be
read as Savitri Devi in all doc-
uments where Savatri devi is
written
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NOTICE

I, Army No.- 6488911 P Hav
Jaipati Pal S/o Late Yamuna
Ram, Vil l  & Post-Tiary,
Zamaniya, Ghazipur (UP) an
apply for correction of my son
name which is wrongly written
as Sushanta Kumar in my
service record of army. His cor-
rect name is Sushanta Kumar
Pal.

NOTICE

I am a Faisal son late
Imamuddin resident - 11/125
Souter ganj Gwaltoli Kanpur
Nagar, I have changed my
name from Faisal to Mohd
Faisal, in future I should be
known as Mohd Faisal.

NOTICE

I Siddique Mohd Zeeshan
Asrar Ahmed S/o Asrar Ahmad
Siddiqui, Daulatpur Post
Mehnagar District Azamgar.
Have Changed my name to
Mohd Zeeshan Siddique.

NOTICE

I MUZZAMMIL KHAN s/o
ABDUL QAIYYUM KHAN
holder of indian passport
No.R8108878 resident of
lauhar dakshin, bahlolpur, sul-
tanpur,uttar pradesh,india has
changed my name from MUZ-
ZAMMIL KHAN to SOHRAB
KHAN as SOHRAB(given
name) and KHAN(surname)
hereinafter in all my dealings
and documents,l will be known
by name of SOHRAB  KHAN.
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Covid vaccination will be
carried out at 35 centres

consisting of 85 session sites on
January 22. District immuni-
sation officer MK Singh said
the 12 centres where the drive
was carried out on January 16
will be among the vaccination
centres while the remaining
centres are being finalised.

District Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash has called
for a meeting with all the six
members of teams which will
be functioning at the vaccina-
tion centres on January 22.

The 12 hospitals where
the vaccination drive was held
on January 16 included
KGMU, TS Mishra Hospital,
SGPGI, RMLIMS, Balrampur
Hospital, Veerangana Avanti
Bai Women Hospital, ERA’s
Medical College & Hospital,
Sahara Hospital and Chinhat,
Maal, Indiranagar and
Mohanlalganj CHCs.

Divisional Commissioner
Ranjan Kumar said though
the coronavirus graph of
Lucknow is on the decline, it is
difficult to predict when it will
be completely wiped off. 

He said that the efforts to
identify, isolate and monitor
patients in home isolation are
on even now and will be con-
tinued until the virus is fin-
ished. He added that the sam-

ples taken during contact sur-
veillance is the most the criti-
cal part of this exercise.

On Tuesday, 73 persons
tested positive for coronavirus
in Lucknow while 169 patients
recovered. The state capital’s
death toll is 1,157 deaths while
there are 1,947 active cases.

The fresh cases included
nine from Indiranagar, seven
from Gomtinagar, six from
Chowk, and five each from
Ashiyana & Rae Bareli road.

In the state, 376 persons
tested positive, including 16 in
Kanpur, 13 in Ghaziabad, 10 in
Gautam Buddh Nagar, 16 from
Varanasi & 15 from Meerut,
taking UP’s case tally to
5,97,238. There were four
deaths in the state — one each
in Lucknow, Muzaffarnagar,
Ghazipur and Sitapur.

Besides, 789 patients
recovered, taking the recovered

figures to 5,80,482. There are
8,172 active cases in the state.

Meanwhile, two high-flow
nasal oxygen apparatuses were
inaugurated at Balrampur
Hospital by mayor Sanyukta
Bhatia on Tuesday. Giving
details of the usefulness of the
equipment, hospital director
Rajeev Lochan said: “Every
patient at the hospital can be
a Covid patient because we
give admission to everyone,
and then we test them for coro-
navirus. If the patients turn out
to be positive, we transfer
them to another hospital or the
Covid facility. But in between,
it takes almost two days and for
that period, the patients are in
our hospital. If their condition
becomes serious, this machine
will be beneficial for them.”

Lochan said it could be
beneficial for other patients
suffering from respiratory

problems. He said they
received these machines under
the corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR) activity of a gov-
ernment bank.  Lochan said
that till now, they were man-
aging by putting the patients
on oxygen supply.

“This apparatus needs oxy-
gen supply at the rate of 60
litres per minute, and we have
made arrangements for this
oxygen flow too,” he said.

Meanwhile, president of
People’s Health Organisation
Centre Ishwar Gilada said that
with Bharat Biotech issuing  an
advisory that Covaxin should
not be used in cases of allergy,
fever, poor immunity, pregnan-
cy and lactation period and for
those taking blood thinners. “If
we apply this criteria, over 75%
people will be ineligible. This
is because allergy could mean
mild and moderate. Blood
thinners  include  aspirin and
lipid-lowering agents or med-
icines for certain heart ail-
ments,” he said.

A senior doctor said if
people are asked to fill consent
forms for vaccination, it could
pose a problem. “It means
explaining the entire thing to
the beneficiaries which could
make them apprehensive. It
may also increase the time
period for getting vaccinated.
Most people would then pre-
fer to opt out,” he added.
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Lucknow University is attracting a large  number
of foreign students who are  joining various cours-

es under several schemes of ICCR. Director of
International Collaboration  and International
Student Advisor,  Lucknow University, RP Singh
from the English department said that they are work-
ing on the university’s vision and their efforts would
be to attract more and more students.

He said that 59 international students have
already joined LU since November last year and four
more are slated to join within the next fortnight. 

“These 59 students are from various African
countries such as Kenya, Uganda, Laos, Afghanistan,
Taiwan etc. The four which are scheduled to arrive
include three from African countries and one from
Thailand,” he said. He added that they have given
admission to 80 students, but it depends on clear-
ance from respective embassies.

Citing the reasons why these students are opt-
ing for Lucknow University, Singh said: “Our grad-
ing has increased and we have a good ranking
amongst higher education institutes. Besides, the
research work, culture and Lucknow city attract the
students. The quality of education, facilities which
we are providing and the initiatives of the vice-chan-
cellor also help,” he said. He added that the foreign
students have joined the departments of English,
Commerce, Management, Botany, Physics,
Chemistry, Public Administration and Law.

He pointed out said they have recently estab-
lished Centre of International Affairs. “We will have
several programmes and add-on courses for students.
We will also survey their requirements and then do
some post-doc courses for them, We will also pub-
lish an international journal with these students,” he
said. Singh said they have big plans for the foreign
students. “We will be starting a cross-cultural dia-
logue. We will let them share their culture and we
will also share our culture to create what is called
cultural diplomacy. When we talk about global sce-
nario, youths from different parts of the world should
come together and  talk about environment and
other concerns,” he said.
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Lucknow (PNS): A myna, which was found dead
in Gomtinagar, led to bird flu scare on Tuesday as
huge crowd assembled at the scene and police had
to reach the place to handle the situation.

However, Animal Husbandry director RP Singh
said it was a single bird which died accidentally.
“Autopsy was conducted and the report showed that
the bird died due to an accident. It probably collid-
ed with a vehicle,” he said. He added that it was an
unnecessary panic as bird flu scare can be real only
when several birds die for days together. He said the
bird flu concerns are confined to Pilibhit,
Muzaffarnagar and Kanpur. “There have been no
mass mortalities but proper containment activities
are being underway. Culling was done in Pilibhit
where six poultry birds were found dead,” he said.
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In the Rekha Awasthi mur-
der case, police arrested her

brother Pradeep, who had
lodged a case against two vil-
lagers on the fateful day.
Pradeep had alleged that
Salman and Khursheed of the
same village killed Rekha over
money dispute. Pradeep had
told the police that he got Rs
84 lakh after selling a land in
Gudamba and he had given
the same to Salman and
Khursheed for investment.

However, the police could
not find any transaction and
details of the sale of land. The
police also did not find any
transaction in the bank
account details of Pradeep
after he changed his statement
and said he a cheque to the
accused.

In the autopsy report, it
surfaced that Rekha was killed
on January 16 night. The most
puzzling thing for the police
was how Rekha, who was

visually challenged, reached
the mango grove where she
was found dead. After the ini-
tial  reports confirmed
Pradeep’s involvement in the
crime, the police started
grilling him.

Pradeep owned his crime
and disclosed that he used to
look after Rekha. He said she
would abuse him for not
preparing food. On January 16
night, Pradeep asked Rekha to
clean the utensils but she
refused and started abusing
him. Enraged over it, Pradeep
took Rekha to the mango
grove and attacked her with a
sharp-edged weapon. He later
hid the blood-stained weapon
under a heap of leaves and fled
the scene. He later alleged the
role of Salman and Khursheed
with whom he had an 
enmity.
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Two days after a case was
registered against the mak-

ers of web series Tandav at
Hazratganj police station, three
persons, including president of
Hanumant Dharmarth Sewa
Sansthan, lodged another com-
plaint at Ghazipur police sta-
tion. In the complaint,
Sansthan president Swami
Brahmesh ji Maharaj, Ritesh
Dwivedi (jeev sewak) and head
of Savarkar Sena Daksh Joshi
stated that the makers of the
web series hurt the sentiments
of people of a religious sect,
insulted women and lam-
pooned the post of prime min-
ister by their comments.

They alleged that the mak-
ers used filthy language stok-
ing animosity between differ-
ent groups of people. They
said the makers of the web
series should be booked for
hurting the religious senti-
ments of people. Earlier on
Sunday, an FIR was registered
against the director, writer,
producer and others associat-
ed to ‘Tandav’ at Hazratganj
police station and a team was
despatched to Mumbai on
Monday for carrying out a
probe.
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Asum of Rs 25,000 was
fraudulently withdrawn

from the bank account of a
man in Saadatganj on Tuesday.
Bahaar Alam of Noorbadi in
Saadatganj said he got a mes-
sage regarding deduction of Rs
5,000 from his bank account on
January 11. When he went to
the bank to inquire about it, he

was told that Rs 20,000 more
were withdrawn two times
from his bank account through
an ATM. He later lodged a case
in this connection. Alam said
he had his ATM card with him
when the money was with-
drawn from his account. A case
was registered in this 
connection.  

Meanwhile, two drug-n-
rob accused were nabbed by a

police team on Tuesday. They
were identified as Firoz Khan
and Gulfam, both of Hapur dis-
trict. Police recovered 70 grams
of psychotropic substances
from their possession. They
owned their crime and dis-
closed that they used to offer
eatables or soft drinks laced
with drugs to people and then
rob them of cash and other
belongings.
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Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow University and Indian
Association of Tour Operators signed an MoU at the
Institute of Tourism Studies on Tuesday. The MoU
was signed by LU Vice-Chancellor Prof AK Rai and
chairman of Indian Association Tour Operators
(IATO), Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand Chapter,
Prateek Hira. 

On the occasion, the LU vice-chancellor said that
through this MoU, the university aims at bridging
the gap between the industry and academia and cre-
ate better opportunities for students.

“The MoU is for a duration of three years.
Institute of Tourism Studies and IATO will assist each
other in creating a closure interaction between the
industry and academia. Student of the institute will
also get opportunities of employment and training,”
he said. Coordinator of Institute of Tourism Studies
Anupama Srivastava said IATO will contribute in
designing of course structure, conducting research
and special training programme for the institute. 

Hira said IATO will benefit as the faculty of the
institute will assist in conducting training pro-
gramme for IATO members from time to time.
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Bengali  Club and
Youngmen’s Association,

and Nikhil Bharat Banga
Sahitya Sammelan will joint-
ly commemorate the 125th
birth anniversary of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose at
Bengali Club auditorium on
January 23.

Bengali Club president
Arun Banerjee said that Netaji
had visited the club on
November 20, 1938, and he
was felicitated by its members
at that time. “The stage which

Netaji had glorified with his
presence will be decorated
with 125 earthen lamps to
mark the occasion,” he said. 

General secretary, Bengali
Club, Shanker Bhowmick said
anyone can visit the club on
the occasion pay tributes to
Netaji. 

Nikhil  Bharat Banga
Sahitya Sammelan secretary,
Sandip Bose said that a cultur-
al programme will also be
organised to mark the occa-
sion. Sammelan’s president
Enakshi Sinha will speak on
the life and works of Netaji.
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RERA Act has proved
favourable to both builders

and buyers, and the major
impact of RERA is that the bro-
ken trust between the buyers
and builders in the state is com-
ing back. 

This was stated by chair-
man of UP Real Estate
Regulatory Authority Rajiv
Kumar in his keynote address
at a virtual conference on
‘Impact of RERA on real estate
market in Uttar Pradesh’,
organised by UP Chapter of
PHD Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (PHDCCI) on
Tuesday in collaboration with
UP RERA. The key objective of
the session was to discuss the
challenges, hurdles faced by the
stakeholders working in this
sector and their expectations,
suggestions to UP RERA and
deliberations upon the vast
opportunities lying unexplored
in this rapidly expanding sec-
tor. Kumar said UP RERA’s
quick redressal of the several
disputes, complaints from buy-
ers, more than 50% sale of real
estate in UP (in the last quar-
ter of 2019) was from Noida
and Greater Noida region and
with these results, the state is
going to witness even more
rapid growth in the next cou-
ple of years.

Kumar said that the state,
with excellent connectivity via
Yamuna Expressway, Agra-
Lucknow Expressway and now
the proposed Bundelkhand
and Ganga Expressways, pro-
posed Noida International
Airport, metro trains and rapid
rail transport between Delhi
and Meerut, already enjoys a
great infrastructure and with
the special focus of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
towards strengthening it even
more, this sector is bound to
witness exponential growth in
a couple of years.

He said that during his
government serving tenure, he
has worked actively in the
industries and infrastructure
sector of the state and UP has
huge demand and tremendous
scope left to be exploited from
this area in terms of enhancing
employment and generating

state’s revenue from it.
Kumar said that the major

strength of UP in terms of
infrastructure development
and other developmental activ-
ities is aspirational develop-
ment of the state and the real
estate sector of the state plays
a very significant role.

He pointed out that UP’s
real estate sector contributes
7% to India’s total GDP, but
given the demand and strength
in this sector, there lies a huge
scope of doubling this contri-
bution to nearly 14 per cent in
the coming time. He added that
with more than 250 industries
directly related to it, this sector
has seen a multiplier effect in
growth of late.

He also discussed many
benefits given to the buyers and
builders after the introduction
of RERA Act in the state and
after the formal formation and
implementation of UP RERA
as a governing body. He also
made a special mention, sug-
gestion to those promoters and
builders whose projects are
nearing completion and are
facing some liquidity issues.

Kumar said all these pro-
moters, builders can have a
joint cooperative agreement
done between buyer associa-
tions and promoter associa-
tions in order to have an easy
redresssal of the liquidity issues.

Chairman of the UP
Chapter of PHDCCI Lalit
Khaitan said that housing is a
basic human requirement of
any civilised society. “With
the growth of urbanisation,
cities have been expanding
alarmingly in the last few
decades, which have resulted in
haphazard growth of urban
areas as well as acute housing
shortage. Owning a home is a
keystone of wealth, both finan-
cial affluence, and emotional
security is currently a top of the
mind notion. While it has
been a common desire, it has
taken a back seat in the world
of choices of being adventur-
ous and spending extrava-
gance. Living in an unprece-
dented time of Covid-19 pan-
demic, there is a growing
acceptance that home-owner-
ship brings stability and secu-
rity for family,” he said. 
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The 3-day International Environment Olympiad (IEO-2021),

organised by City Montessori School, Gomti Nagar Campus II,
was formally inaugurated on Tuesday evening by Deputy Chief
Minister Dr Dinesh Sharma amidst a colourful educational-cul-
tural programme held online. Addressing the participants and
guests on the occasion, Sharma expressed happiness that CMS
organised this olympiad on an important subject which will prove
to be crucial in making India a developed nation. Students from
many countries are participating in the IEO-2021 online.
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Lucknow Public School director

Harshit Singh launched the season-
1 of ‘Career Talk Series’, in which
about 300 students from classes IX
to XII interacted with Heather
Wallick, former assistant director of
admissions at Harvard Law School
in a webinar on ‘How to prepare for
top global universities’. The students
got an opportunity to know how to take admission to 
foreign universities for better career prospects.
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Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav
Tuesday accused the govern-
ment of creating a big fuss over
Amazon Prime’s political saga
“Tandav”, which he called a
“minor” web series.

His statement came in the
wake of the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry seek-
ing an explanation from the
OTT platform over the series,
and at least three FIRs being
filed with different police sta-
tions in Uttar Pradesh against
the makers and the artistes of
the show. “What is Tandav?”
Yadav told reporters here to a
question over the controversy.

“It is a minor series. And you
are creating a ‘tandav’ (a dance
form associated with Hindu
god Lord Shiva) over it.” 

Yadav also said OTT plat-
forms gained popularity during
the lockdown period, and
asked as to when an Indian
platform will be created that
can rival Amazon. “You talked
about swadeshi andolan and let
a foreign platform loot millions
of rupees. Tell me when will
there be a homemade platform
that can rival Amazon,” Yadav
said, confessing he does not
have an Amazon subscription
and he has not watched the
series.  “Tandav”, a nine-

episode political thriller star-
ring Saif Ali Khan, Dimple
Kapadia and Mohd Zeeshan
Ayyub, started streaming last
week and is neck deep in trou-
ble with loud calls for its ban
and an FIR against its makers
in Lucknow. At the centre of
the row is a scene with
Zeeshan, in the role of college
student Shiva, playing the
Hindu god Mahadev in a the-
atre production.

The cast and the crew of
“Tandav” had to “uncondi-
tionally” apologise in a bid to
quell the controversy surround-
ing the show. On Tuesday, they
agreed to implement changes to

address concerns raised over
the series. Yadav also attacked
the BJP over the ongoing
protests against the farm laws,
alleging the leaders of the party
have nothing to do with agri-
culture but they just want to
control the market linked with
it and make profit.

“We are associated with
farming, the BJP is not,” he
claimed. He said January 26 is
a good day for the government
to accept the demands of
farmers who want the three
new agri laws repealed and a
legal guarantee on the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP). “There can’t be a big-

ger display of love for the
country and respect for the
constitution. The BJP has got
an opportunity to (exhibit)
their patriotism and love for
this country,” he said. On the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) serving notices to some
farmer union leaders, he said
they have been issued as farm-
ers are agitating against the
laws. The former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister was
speaking at an event to wel-
come young-achievers and
leaders into the party fold. He
said declining employment
opportunities, “privatisation
of education and politicisation

of educational institutions”
are the burning issues the
youth of the country faces. He
also claimed the stringent
National Security Act was
being invoked against youths
who speak their mind and
alleged nothing of this sort is
taking place anywhere else in
the world. He also alleged
CM Yogi Adityanath and his
deputy were withdrawing
cases lodged against them. 

The state today tops para-
meters such as crime against
women, fake encounters, com-
munal violence and hooch
tragedy deaths among others,
he alleged. PTI
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Now the fresh consignment
of green peas and famous

white brinjal of the Ramnagar
region of the district has been
exported directly from Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
(LBSI) Airport, Babatpur to
Sharjah (UAE) when it was
flagged off by Chairman of
Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export
Development Authority
(APEDA), Union Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, M
Angamuthu and Divisional
Commissioner (DC) Deepak
Agrawal on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion,
APEDA Chairman said that
there is an initiative to contin-
uously export farmers’ pro-
duce in Varanasi and other
adjoining districts and this will
lead to better cultivation as well
as increase in income of farm-
ers. ‘After the export of Langada
and Dusshehari varieties of
mango, green chillies and rice,
now the green vegetables are
also being exported to nation-
al and international markets
from here,’ he said, adding
that in the coming days this
entire Varanasi region is being
made a major hub for agricul-
tural exports and food process-
ing.

The DC said ‘there is a lot
of potential in the field of agri-

culture in the entire Purvanchal
(eastern UP) including
Varanasi and in the coming
time, Varanasi will be made the
potential hub in the field of
exports.’ He specifically empha-
sised that in the past, there was
a rare transportation of goods
going from here to abroad but
within a month and a half, this
problem has been resolved
with the efforts of the officials
at the inter-departmental level
and today the consignment of
peas and brinjals from LBSI
Airport has left for the first
time on a foreign trip.

According to him, in
future, agricultural products
will also be sent directly to
countries of South Asia includ-
ing Bangladesh by ships via
Varanasi. 

He gave emphasis that with
this, where our exports are
increasing, we are getting fair
and high prices of our produce
in the international markets
because people are getting
quality insurance due to big
stores. He assured that concert-
ed and effective efforts are
being made towards the
achievement of the Prime

Minister’s goal and determina-
tion that the income of farm-
ers would be doubled.

‘To provide good value to
the farmers, their produce is
being exported abroad through
APEDA and in the coming
years, huge quantities of vegeta-
bles and mangoes will be
exported abroad,’ he said,
expressing hope that the city
would be made a very big hub
of exports in the coming time
so that the produce of the
farmers of Purvanchal and
other surrounding areas can be
exported abroad.
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Police claimed to have
worked out the sensational

double murder case and arrest-
ed five miscreants in this con-
nection while one criminal is
yet to be nabbed. The police
also recovered two motorcycles
used in the crime and Aadhar
card, helmet and jacket of
deceased. 

Producing the arrested
criminals before the media at
Police Lines here on Tuesday,
the DIG/SSP Amit Pathak
informed, the family mem-
bers of one deceased Shubham
Keshari had on January 5 last
lodged a complaint at Kotwali
police station about his miss-
ing. In the complaint, the fam-
ily members had stated that
Shubham had left the house
with his bike along with his
friend Ravi Pandey on
December 22, 2020 and not
returned till date. 

In the meantime, the bod-
ies of two youths had been
found at a deserted place in
Chata Pahadi under the
Ahraura police station of
Mirzapur district. The bodies
of both youths were burnt
badly and identified as
Shubham and Ravi, the miss-
ing complaint of whom had
been lodged at Kotwali police
station in Varanasi. This alert-
ed the Varanasi police which
started an investigation into the
matter. 

During the interrogation,
the police had come to know
that a deceased Shubham was
a history-sheeter and he had
murdered a trader Mohan
Nigam in 2017. The police
had also come to know that the
brother in-law of Mohan, Sunil
had decided to take revenge the
murder of his close relative and
thus, he had given a contract of
killing Shubham to Neeraj
Pandey and Parvez and also
given � 5 lakh to each. It was
said that Neeraj was familiar to
Shubham. 

As per plan, Neeraj invited
Shubham at a residential build-
ing of which he was caretaker
before the arrest, in Ramakant
Nagar Colony under the
Chetganj police station at night
on December 22, 2020. Neeraj
had also lured of offering a girl
to Shubham. When Shubham

along with his friend Ravi
Pandey reached the building,
Neeraj was already present
with Dilshad, Dilsher, Guddu
and Kalim there. They offered
liquor to Shubham and when
he had got in an inebriated
state, they killed him by stran-
gulating with the help of rope.
Since, Ravi had seen them
killing Shubham, so they had
also killed him too in the same
way, Pathak informed adding,
after killing both, they kept the
bodies in two sacks and
dumped at a deserted area in
Chata Pahadi under the
Ahraura police station in
Mirzapur district by a commer-
cial vehicle. Ravi and other
criminals again reached this
place on January 5 last and set
both bodies afire in a bid to
hide the identification of
deceased, Pathak informed. 

On Tuesday early morning,
the Kotwali police SHO
Pramod Kumar Pandey got
tip-off about the presence of
Sunil Nigam at Lohatia and act-
ing on information, the cops
nabbed him. 

He confessed his involve-
ment in the crime and on the
basis of information provided
by him, the cops also arrested
Neeraj Pandey, Dilsher and
Guddu from the building
where the heinous crime had
been committed. But one crim-
inal Kalim is yet to be nabbed,
Pathak informed adding, the
two-wheeler of Shubham, his
Adhar card, helmet, jacket of
Ravi and another bike used in
the crime were recovered from
the possessions of the crimi-
nals. The arrested criminals
were sent to jail, the DIG/SSP
added. 
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Division of Pediatric
Hematology-Oncology,

Department of Pediatrics,
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Banaras Hindu University
(IMS-BHU) has successfully
carried out the second autolo-
gous stem cell transplantation
within a span of one year. The
first transplant was carried out
last year in February. Due to
corona pandemic and the strict
lockdown for few months, fur-
ther transplants could not be
carried out. However, with
reopening of the OPD services
of Sir Sunderlal Hospital (SSH),
second transplant was planned
and carried out successfully
recently. This is an important
milestone for this division
especially because it has been

carried out in the background
of the corona pandemic.

The patient, a nine-year-
old boy, was suffering from
refractory Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma (a type of cancer of the
lymph nodes). He was given
high dose chemotherapy to
kill the remaining cancer cells.
His stem cells were harvested
in the Blood Bank of SSH. The
child tolerated the whole pro-
cedure well and was discharged
home in good condition after
40 days of hospital stay.

The second successful
transplant has opened the way
for treatment of children with
several hematological and
oncological diseases which
include leukemia (blood can-
cer), aplastic anemia and tha-
lassemia etc. The successful
outcome in this case was due to

the combined efforts of the
team comprising Prof Vineeta
Gupta, Dr Priyanka Agrawal,
Dr Vidya Kumari Saurabh and
other junior residents of
Pediatric Hematology
Oncology and Prof Sandip
Kumar, Dr SK Singh and Dr
Dinesh K Singh from the Blood
Bank, SSH. Prof SK Mathur,
Medical Superintendent (MS),
SSH provided the logistic sup-
port. ‘We plan to carry out
more such transplants at the
BMT-SRC Facility under the
guidance of IMS Director Prof
BR Mittal,’ Prof Mathur said.

Earlier, a five-day virtual
online training programme
began from Monday under the
joint aegis of Blood Bank, SSH
BHU and Uttar Pradesh State
AIDS Control Society.
Technicians from all the blood

banks of UP are participating
in this training programme.
The programme was inaugu-
rated by IMS BHU Director
Prof BR Mittal. MS SSH Prof
SK Mathur and Joint Director
of AIDS Control Society Dr
Geeta Agrawal gave informa-
tion about the ongoing pro-
grammes for blood bank
strengthening while Dr Tulika
Chandra, incharge of
Transfusion Medicine, KGMU,
spoke about the donor reaction
and its management while Prof
Sandeep Kumar of SSH about
blood serology and Dr Dinesh
Singh threw light on ABO and
RH blood group. In this pro-
gramme, NSS BHU
Coordinator Bala Lakhendra,
Ashutosh Kumar Singh and
Rajni Gupta informed about
blood donation camp.
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In view of the bird flu out-
break, the Forest department

of Prayagraj has appealed to the
pilgrims at the Magh Mela to
refrain from feeding the migra-
tory birds that flock to the
Sangam area.

The Indian Skimmer, local-
ly known as Siberian bird, is
one the main centres of attrac-
tion at Sangam. Pilgrims feed
them sev (a snack). These birds
can often be seen sitting on the
palm of visitors and eating
sev. So popular is this snack
among the Siberian birds that

they can be seen hovering on
the boats and the banks of
Ganga and Yamuna, and fight-
ing among themselves to con-
sume it. Even though there is
no report of bird flu getting
transmitted from birds to
humans, Divisional Forest
Officer YP Shukla said that the
Magh Mela visitors should
avoid feeding the birds.

The official informed that
three dedicated teams with
members who are experts in
analysing bird behaviour, are
constantly patrolling the mela
area through boats and on
foot in order to keep a check on

the health of the birds residing
here.

‘If a bird is active and is
swimming and feeding itself
along with its fellow birds, we
know that it is healthy. But if a
bird is seen sitting at one place
for a long time, and is sluggish
in movement, we keep a close
vigil on that particular bird,’
said the DFO.

In an effort to protect
migratory birds the Forest
department has deployed nine
teams throughout the district to
keep a watch on them. The
department has also decided to
launch a special campaign to

protect these birds in areas like
Phaphamau, Shringverpur,
Daraganj and Sangam.
Through this campaign, it aims
to make the locals aware of the
need to protect these feathery
visitors, and ensure strict sur-
veillance in the areas.

As part of this surveil-
lance which started from
November 15 and will last till
the end of February, the nine
teams are patrolling the terres-
trial areas on foot and the
waterbodies by boats. The
teams strive to not only protect
the migratory birds, but their
nesting sites as well.
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As many as 12 new COVID-
19 patients have been

detected in the district on
Tuesday, increasing the total
number to 21,786. The day saw
one more death, increasing
the toll to 375. During the day,
the follow-up negative reports
included 38 and all of them
have been recovered from
home isolation, increasing the
number to 18,290. As no
patient has been discharged

from any of the hospitals, the
number remained at 2,959.
The total number of patients
who have been recovered so far
is 21,249, leaving 162 active
cases. The recovery rate is
97.53 per cent, while the mor-
tality rate is 1.72 per cent.

In the first report of the
day, eight positive patients
were found out of 1,967
reports received. Till then,
the total test reports received
were 5,66,607 and the results
of 2,797 are awaited. Out of

them, 5,44,825 were negative
while 21,782 were positive.
The total number of samples
collected was 5,93,247. Earlier,
with the addition of five red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to
2,555 with 225 red zones.
Two green zones have been
converted into the red zones
again. There are 2,330 green
zones with eight new ones.
Meanwhile, mass / group
corona antigen tests continued
and one out of 275 tests was

detected positive at SSPG
Hospital Kabirchaura, while
all 42 tests at CHC Shivpur
were found negative apart
from 65 at Vivekanand
Hospital Bhelupur, 280 at LBS
Hospital Ramnagar and 135 at
SSH BHU. Along with this,
samples of 96 from SSPG,
226 from LBS Hospital
Ramnagar,  14 from
Vivekanand Hospital and 35
from SSH BHU have been
sent for RTPCR investiga-
tion.
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Atotal of 26 new cases of
COVID-19 were detected

in the Prayagraj district in the
last 24 hours. About 17 people
beat Corona. No patient died of
corona infection on the same
day.

According to CMO Dr
Prabhakar Rai, on Monday
night, a corona testing of
6,833 people was conducted in
the district. The number of
infected persons was 26, pro-
viding relief to the Health
department and city residents.
Of the 17 people who beat
corona, 10 patients were dis-
charged from various Covid
hospitals. Seven people com-
pleted home isolation. The
total number of patients who
completed their home isola-
tion with seven new has
reached out to 21,182.

CMO said that the num-

ber of active patients of Covid
is continuously decreasing in
the district. This figure now
comes to 356. At the same
time, the maximum 28 infect-
ed patients are admitted to L3
SRN Hospital. About 15
patients are being treated at
Kalindipuram Covid Care
Centre, 20 at Beli and 14
patients at United Medicity.

82 VENDORS FOUND
INFECTED: About 82 ven-
dors were found corona
infected at the Magh Mela, sit-
uated on the sands of Sangam.
These infected also included
some boatmen sailing at the
Sangam. All have been admit-
ted to COVID-19 Level-1
Hospital at Kalindipuram.
However, so far in the antigen
test of 1,800 people, reports of
saints and Kalpavasis from
outside have been found neg-
ative.

Kalpavas will begin from
Paush Purnima, the second

largest bathing of Magh Mela.
Earlier, as congestion increas-
es, a comprehensive strategy is
being created to prevent coro-
na infection. Apart from
Sectorwise COVID-19 cen-
tres, mobile teams are making
efforts all day to conduct tests
on the saints and Kalpavis. On
Tuesday, in addition to mobile
teams, 1,300 saints-Kalpavasis
were tested at open Covid-
testing centres in every sector.

According to the data, a
total of 18,000 people have
been tested through antigen
within a month. In it, antigen
test reports of 82 people have
been found positive. Vendors
and boatmen working in the
fair area have been found
infected. All the infected have
been admitted to Level-1
Hospital in Kalindipuram.
Apart from this, district-wise
details of Kalpavasis across the
state are being prepared
through the organisations that

organise camps at Magh Mela.
So far, the list of 13,943

Kalpavasis has been uploaded
on the portal. Information of
the Kalpasis included in this
list is being sent to the admin-
istration of the respective dis-
tricts, so that their antigen test
can be done there. For this,
the help of cultural, religious
institutions and pilgrims of
Prayagwal Sabha listed in
Prayagraj Mela Authority is
being taken.

Antigen testing conduct-
ed so far at Magh Mela has
found 82 infected. Among
them are vendors and boat-
men. Testing so far has not
found infection in Kalpavasis
or saints. Testing rates are
constantly being increased.
Earlier, where 600 to 800 peo-
ple were being examined
every day, now 1200 to 1300
people are being tested said Dr
Rishi Sahai, Nodal Officer for
COVID-19 at Magh Mela.
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In compliance of a letter
issued from the Governor

House Uttar Pradesh, the
District Magistrate Bhanu
Chandra Goswami on Monday
night took over the additional
charge of the Director, North
Central Zone Cultural Centre,
Prayagraj. The three-year term
of Indrajit Singh Grover as the
NCZCC director had expired
in December 2020, but on the
basis of the recommendation of
the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, he had
been continuing.

Grover was not present to
hand over the charge to the
District Magistrate, but
Goswami assumed the charge
and asked a magistrate to look
into the NCZCC matters on a
regular basis.

Grover was associated with

the Education department of
NDMC, and being an artist he
had applied for the post of
director NCZCC, and was
appointed for three years.

He completed his three-
year term in December, and the
post of NCZCC director was
advertised for fresh appoint-
ment. In the meantime the

Ministry of Culture sent a rec-
ommendation letter to the
Governor House for extending
the term of Grover for two
years, and on the basis of that
recommendation letter Indrajit
Singh Grover continued on
that post.

On Monday, in the late
evening hours, the District

Magistrate Prayagraj  Bhanu
Chandra Goswami received a
communiqué from the
Governor House for taking
over the additional charge of
the NCZCC director with
immediate effect.  Goswami
reached NCZCC around 8 pm
and assumed the charge in the
absence of Grover.
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Sitting in a corner of the
‘Bhoole Bhatke Shivir’, the

eyes of the family members of
62-year-old Mangal Patel are
constantly glued towards the
entrance and scan the people
every few minutes.

Patel, a resident of Madhya
Pradesh had arrived in
Prayagraj on January 2 to
attend a ‘mundan’ ceremony at
Sangam and was missing. His
family members and the volun-
teers of Bhoole Bhatke Shivir
have been looking for him
since the last few days.

The volunteers, this time,
have also shared Patel’s details
on the WhatsApp group,
Bharat Sewa Dal, connecting
the volunteers of Bhoole Bhatke
Shivir across the country and
are eagerly awaiting any leads.

Umesh Tiwari, organiser of
Bhoole Bhatke Shivir and head
of Bharat Seva Dal informed
the newspersons that we have
reunited 85 people, including
75 adults and 10 children, in
the past four days since the
beginning of Magh Mela. The
family members of Mangal
Patel are also staying at Bhule
Bhatke camp in the Mela area,
resting their hopes on the vol-
unteers and hoping some of
them might bring him along to
the shivir someday. Tiwari,
meanwhile, said that the volun-
teers manning the Bhoole
Bhatke Shivir are now using
technology re-unite the lost
ones with their families.

He said many active volun-
teers from other states like
MP, Bihar, Haryana, West
Bengal and Delhi, who could
not come this year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, are con-
nected with us in a group
formed on a popular messag-
ing app to find the missing per-
sons. Our volunteers keep shar-
ing and updating the details of
missing persons in the group
on frequent intervals. Devotees
and pilgrims from across the
country come to the Magh
Mela and camp here on the
banks of the Ganga. We have
been able to reunite missing
people from Sasaram,
Pratapgarh, Jaunpur, Satna,
Sidhi, Reewa, Katiyar with
their families, Tiwari added.
Volunteers also maintain man-
ual records, and share the
details of missing persons on
social media sites and popular
messaging app to find and
reunite them with their fami-
lies. IG (Prayagraj zone) KP
Singh said the volunteers of
Bhoole Bhatke Shivir are offer-
ing a helping hand to police
authorities to reunite missing
people with their families. As
the 57-day annual religious
event gets started on the banks
of the Ganga, the volunteers of
Bhoole Bhatke Shivir have been
serving mankind with the help
of Mela police.

GANGSTER ACT
IMPOSED: Gangster Act has
been imposed on corporator
Vinod Sonkar and five others
in connection with a murder-
ous attack on the Water Works

General Manager Harish
Chandra Valmiki last month.
Six persons had raided the
residence of Valmiki last month
and had made an attempt on
his life. After the incident the
investigation had been handed
over to the CO-I, who found
Vinod Sonkar, Anoop
Srivastava, Tufail Ahmad,
Guddu Vishwakarma, Ajay
Hela and one more guilty for
this attempt on GM’s life. The
department had also lodged an
FIR against the above six under
different sections of the IPC
and the SC/ST Act.

All the six culprits had
been arrested and were sent to
jail, On Monday night on the
recommendation of the police
officials, Gangster Act has been
imposed on all the six.

After the imposition of
Gangster Act the officials are
searching desperately for the
properties owned by the above
six to confiscate the same. This
action of the administration
will certainly cause more wor-
ries for the Vinod Sonkar gang.

LOOTED: In the neigh-
bouring district of Pratapgarh,
the incidents of loot and theft
have escalated manifold these
days. Despite dacoity and rob-
bery incidents, along with mur-
ders, the criminals are still
committing crimes under the
patronage of police.

In the latest incident on
Tuesday, near the Kotia Canal
Pulia under the Aspur Devsara
police station, the bike borne
miscreants looted a bag con-
taining money as well as couri-

er company goods from a
delivery man at pistol point and
ran towards Raja Bazaar. The
police blocked and checked but
failed to arrest the the robbers.

Vijay Prakash Tiwari, a
resident of Tilkichha village in
Jaunpur district, works as a
delivery man parcel supply in
eCan Courier Company. At
around 4 pm on Tuesday, he
reached the canal bridge after
delivering the parcel to sever-
al people in Kotia village of
Aspur Devsara area, when two
bike-borne criminals from
behind stopped him at pistol
point. Then, threatening to
shoot, along with more than Rs
12,000 cash, they also looted
the bag of courier company and
ran towards Raja Bazar. The
bag contained the parcels of
many people. When Vijay
Prakash informed the incident
at dial No 112, the police
reached there and attempted to
catch the robbers by blockade
but they could not be found.

In the grocery store locat-
ed at Dariapur Power House in
Raniganj area, the thieves broke
into at night and took away 32
pieces of oil, ghee and other
items worth thousands of
rupees. On discovering the
theft in the morning, the shop-
keeper informed it to the police
staton. The police arrived, but
failed to find any clue. Omar
Vaishya opened a grocery shop
near Dariyapur Power House.
SO Manoj Kumar Tiwari said
that a complaint had been
received regarding the theft at
a grocery shop. 
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The final match of the inter-
departmental T20 cricket

tournament of North East
Railway (NER)’s Varanasi divi-
sion under the joint aegis of the
Manoranjan Institute and
Divisional Sports Association
was played at the Railway
Stadium on Monday.  Batting first, the
Commercial department team scored 125 runs
for six wickets in 20 overs, with Amit Raj con-
tributing 25, Durgesh 21, Laxman 19 and
Kapil 14. Govinda, Ram Pravesh and Gajanan
took one wicket each. In reply, the team of the
Operating department in 15.3 overs made 127
runs for two wickets and won the match by eight
runs and the trophy. Anurag contributed 46 run
and Ashish who remained unbeaten 41. For

Commercial department Vishnu
Meena and Ankur took one
wicket each. For superb perfor-
mance throughout the tourna-
ment  Vijay Kumar of Engineering
department was given the best
batsman award,  Vishnu Meena of
Commercial department the best
bowler and Ashish Singh of
Operating department the Man of

the Tournament award by Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Vijay Kumar Panjiyar. The
match umpires were Kalam Ali and Pramod Rai.
In his address, DRM VK Panjiar congratulated all
the participating teams, winners and runners up
teams for their outstanding performance and
motivated them to continue to organise such
events in future too. Divisional Sports Officer
and Senior Divisional Personnel Officer Sameer
Pal proposed the vote of thanks to all colleagues.
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At NTPC’s Rihand station the National Road
Safety Month started on Monday in the

administrative building complex with a road
safety pledge. On the occasion Executive Director
(Rihand) Balaji
Iyengar, who was the
chief guest, adminis-
tered the pledge to the
officers and employees
of the station present
there on main five
points of Road Safety
Pledge. Iyengar admin-
istered the pledge to
those present to respect
road safety rules and indicators and adhere to
them, use of helmets and seat belts, always dri-
ving vehicles within the prescribed speed limit,
not using mobile phones while driving and not
to drive a vehicle in a drunken state. During the

National Road Safety Month to be observed up
to February 17 in various competitions to be
organised under the aegis of the Department of
Safety, project personnel, associate institutes, con-
tractual workers and their families were request-
ed to participate. Prominent among those pre-

sent during the pro-
gramme were General
Manager (O&M) N
Reddy, GM
(Operation) AK
Chattopadhyay, GM
(Maintenance) S
Krishna, GM (FM) M
Ramesh, GM (TS) AK
Papaneja, GM (MTP)
KC Tripathi, Additional

General Manager (Security) Kameshwar Prasad,
AGM (Human Resources) SVD Ravi Kumar, as
well as heads of departments and other officers and
employees. The programme was conducted by
Manager (Security) Mukesh Kumar.
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The Traffic Safety Month to be observed till
February 17 was kicked off by MLA City

Ratnakar Mishra on Monday.        Speaking on
the occasion as the chief
guest the MLA Ratnakar
Mishra made an appeal to
people to follow traffic
rules and avoid fine. He
said violation of traffic
rules was causing so many
accidents and an innocent
in several cases had to bear
the brunt due to th fault of
others. Addressing the programme, SP Ajay
Kumar Singh, who was the guest of honour on
the occasion, said that driving rashly  or in a
drunken state was dangerous not only for the
driver but for others too. The function concluded

with a traffic awareness rally which was taken
out from Patel Chowk, Bharuhna, to Police
Lines. Displaying placards and banners with slo-
gans related to awareness regarding traffic
rules the participants during the rally made the

commuters aware that
following the traffic
rules was the need of
the hour because most
of the accidents took
place due to their vio-
lation. The pro-
gramme started with
the lighting of the cer-
emonial lamp jointly

by the MLA and the SP. Among those who
graced the programme were RTO OP Singh,
ARTO Vivek Shukla, SHO Dehat Kotwali Vijay
Kumar Chaurasia, traffic incharge Amarjeet
Singh Chauhan and others.
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In the current phase of digi-
tization the Bureau of

Outreach and Communication
of the Union Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
has developed the first fully
digital app for diary and cal-
endar-2021. There are many
specialties in this digital diary
and calendar. Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO)
Pankaj Kumar Singh said the
app version of this diary and
calendar is available on
https://www.goicalendar.gov.in.
Besides, on Android mobile or
IOS platform it can be accessed
under the name ‘GoI Calendar.’
Currently it is available in
Hindi, English and 11 other
Indian languages. It has updat-

ed information on various
schemes, events and publica-
tions of the Government of
India. Apart from it also has a
detailed description of official
holidays and major dates. It also
contains inspiring messages
from important people of the
country. This diary also has the
facility to take digital notes
which will be stored with secu-
rity and privacy provisions. It
also has the facility for setting
up reminder for meetings,
important functions and events.
In the coming days, it will be
presented in a new form for the
use of visually-impaired
Digyangjans which will be an
important step towards fulfill-
ing the Prime Minister’s goal of
Accessible India/Sugamya
Bharat Abhiyan.

ONE CAUGHT: The
Railway Protection Force
(RPF), North Eastern Railway
(NER), makes constant efforts to
protect passengers and provide
them better travel facilities. In the
same sequence, the RPF
Kathgodam, caught one person
along with two illegal e-tickets.
Action was under the Railway Act
and a case was registered in this
connection. Besides the RPF, Basti,
caught one person from a shop in
Khalilabad along with 63 other
illegal e-tickets. Action was
taken under Railway Act and a
case was registered in this regard.
On the other hand, the RPF
Kasganj caught three persons with
63 illegal e-tickets from a shop in
Dariyavganj. Action was taken
under the Railway Act and a case
was registered in this regard.

$�����
��
������
�������
�����


8���
������
������
����
�������


3������
�
����
����
����
������

9������
���
���������
���
�����#
����
���


9&2�
���������
��
���������
�;$$2��;1?21+	�/*�0�#1�

To run the micro, small and
medium industries under

the provisions of simplification
the meeting of district-level
committee was held at collec-
torate on Monday which was
presided over by District
Magistrate Praveen Kumar
Laxkar. Addressing it the DM
directed the officers concerned
to provide all facilities to industries as per provi-
sions without any discrimination. He said that as
per the spirit of the government entrepreneurs
should be promoted and provided a congenial
atmosphere. For creating a favourable situation for
the industries hurdles should be removed, he
added.      The DM was apprised by the deputy
commissioner, industries, that there were two
pending applications for establishing industries for
which most of the approvals had been given with-
in 72 hours as per the provisions but the NOC from
some departments was under process. The meet-
ing was attended by all the members and con-

cluded with the direc-
tion of the DM to pave
the way to set up the
industry without inor-
dinate delay.

MEETING: At a
meeting held recently
in connection with a
drive to be launched to

contact each and every
Hindu family for the
construction of Ram

Remple at Ayodhya, praant pracharak of Kashi
province of RSS Ramesh said we were lucky that
we were seeing its construction. He said it will be
a real respect to those who had sacrificed their lives
for it if we could go to each Hindu to associate them
with the temple. About donation during the con-
tact drive he said the amount of collection was not
the objective but involving all Hindus in any way
was the main aim. He said we should not bother
about heavy donations because such donors were
approaching the Trust on their own initiative and
our target should be to contact more and more
people for collecting token contributions.
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Newly-joined CDO Abhay
Kumar Srivastava spelt  out

his priorities at a press conference
recently. He said that the district
had more than 500 cow sheds at
village level and monitoring them
at the same time was a difficult
task. Stressing that maintenance
of cow sheds was his topmost pri-
ority, he said they had an organ-
ised structure of BDOs at the
block level which monitors them. He said that
he was trying implement many government pro-

jects properly and added that the
needy should get the benefits of
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana,
Shauchalaya Nirman Yojana etc. He
said welfare of the needy was
among his top priorities. While tak-
ing about Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
he said green dustbins (for dry
garbage) and blue dustbins (or
wet garbage) were already being
used in all the four nagar palikas
and six nagar panchayats in the dis-
trict.  He said he was a 1986 batch

PDS (Provincial Development Services) officer
and was earlier posted as CDO in Chandauli.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar, while inspecting the
progress of the construction of
housing units under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) at Mahaveer Yojana in
Panki, expressed concern over
the poor quality of plastering
and the floor concrete mix
quality. 

He also expressed dis-
pleasure over the finishing of
the construction work.

The Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) is one of the
important flagship projects
of the Government of India
and the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment. 

The divisional commis-
sioner directed the Kanpur
Development Authority vice
chairman to get the plastering
of three randomly selected

houses checked at each loca-
tion by the experts of the
Indian Institute of Technology,
Kanpur and send the report to
the commissionerate within
30 days.

He was informed that the
Kanpur Development
Authority had been given a
target to construct 10,067
houses at five different sites
under the PMAY and 5,040
houses were under construc-
tion at Mahaveer Nagar
Extension, 4,560 at Bhagirathi,
Janvi, Sakarpur and 576 at
Ram Ganga Enclave. 

He said as on date, out of
the 5,040 housing units at
Mahaveer Nagar Extension,
576 houses had been com-
pleted and were ready for
being handed over to the
allottees and the remaining
houses would be completed by
October 2021 and their pos-
session would be handed over

to the beneficiaries by
November, 2021. 

He said each house had
one bed room, a small living
area, a toilet, a bathroom and
a kitchen and its total cost was
around � 5.20 lakh per house.
He said out of the total cost of
the house, the Centre’s share
was � 1.50 lakh, UP govern-
ment share was � 1 lakh, ben-
eficiary share was � 2 lakh and
the overhead cost was �
70,000 which was to be borne
by the Kanpur Development
Authority.

Shekhar said this housing
scheme also had roof top rain
harvesting features and the
construction complied with
the Green Building norms as
approved by the Government
of India. 

He said the third party
quality check was being done
by RITES (hired by KDA) and
intermittently the

Government of India was
sending independent teams to
check the quality. 

He added that with the
help of the government, the
KDA was also bringing out a
plan for easy loaning of the
projects by banks and HDFC
Bank was being roped in for
giving loans to the beneficia-
ries. 

He directed the KDA chief
engineer to submit a month-
ly project plan for the next ten
months so that all pending
works were completed in time
and physical possession was
given to the allottees by
November 2021 as scheduled.  

He, however, added that
the tiles, granite, modular
kitchen, fittings, wiring and
switches used were of good
quality. The DC was accom-
panied by KDA VC and offi-
cials of several other depart-
ments.
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Abusiness review meeting of
all the bank branches

working under Canara Bank
was held at its regional office on
Monday. 

General Manager of the
regional office of the bank,
Debanand Sahu, presided
over the meeting. Rajnish
Sonekar was also present in
the meeting along with other
bank officials including
Premraj Bhhoi, Laxmi Narain
Saral, VK Singh and several
others.

Sonekar, while addressing
the gathering, advised the staff
to provide the best customer
service so that the business tar-
gets would be achieved. 

He then spoke on business
targets like KASA deposit, loan,
retail loan especially vehicle
loan and house loans and how
to achieve the targets.

He also discussed social
security plans like PMSBY,
PMAY, Atal Pension targets

and emphasised on the need to
achieve the given targets. 

He directed the branches to

provide ATM debit cards to
their customers to promote
digital transactions.
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Chief Veterinary Officer Dr
RP Mishra, on Tuesday,

said that out of the total sam-
ples collected from all over the
city and sent for testing, not
even a single had tested posi-
tive for bird flu.

He said one sample was
initially found positive but it
turned out to be negative when
sent to the Indian Veterinary
Hospital and Research Institute
for further test.

He said another sample of
30 fowls had been sent for test-
ing and if the test was confir-
matory then only the next lot
of samples would be forward-
ed. 

He said the next lot of sam-
ples of the birds would be sent
after 15 days to Bareilly. 

The chief veterinary officer
expressed the hope that the
chickens would not be affect-
ed by the bird flu virus as
apprehended. 

He said in winters birds
often dropped dead from trees
after exposure to cold. He,
however, added that no risk
was being taken and the tests
were being carried out strictly
all over the city.

He said the bird flu virus
had the ability to survive for
extended periods of time. He
said the infected birds contin-
ued to release the virus in fae-
ces and saliva for as long as 10
days and touching the conta-
minated surfaces could spread
the infection. 

He said the current drive
was focused at poultry farmers,
travellers visiting affected areas
or those exposed to the infect-
ed birds. 

He said the Health depart-
ment had issued warning to
non-vegetarians to ensure they
did not eat undercooked poul-
try

Dr Mishra said different
types of bird flu could cause
different symptoms. He said in
most cases, treatment with
antiviral medication such as
oseltamivir (Tamiflu) or
zanamivir (Relenza) could help
reduce the severity of the dis-
ease.  
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National Sugar Institute
Director Prof Narendra

Mohan, while addressing a
webinar on ‘Alternative tech-
nologies for achieving zero
level discharge’ at the institute
called upon the industry to
work jointly with institutes to
develop technologies which
apart from ensuring zero liquid
discharge may result in obtain-
ing some value-added prod-
ucts.  

He said the effluents,
known as spent wash in
molasses based distilleries,
could be potential source for
obtaining many value-added
products like potash, magne-
sium sulphate and good qual-
ity water. 

Prof Mohan said the NSI
had to look beyond the exist-
ing technologies of bio-com-
posting and incineration to
achieve zero liquid discharge
and the spent wash could be
dry sprayed to get potash rich

powder or may adopt other fea-
sible technologies for recover-
ing potash from spent wash.  

The NSI director said India
relied on imports to fulfil its
entire consumption of potash,
bringing in more than 4 million
tonnes every year, and thus
recovery of  potash from dis-
tillery spent wash could go a
long way in meeting the coun-
try’s requirements and saving
foreign exchange. He said this
step could make the country
self-dependent and self-reliant
in the future.

Around 200 delegates from
the sugar industry participated
in the webinar.

Innovative technologies
were also discussed which
besides ensuring zero liquid
discharge to meet the Central
Pollution Control Board
norms, may yield value-added
products, thus converting waste
to resource. 

During the webinar, a pre-
sentation on a novel spray dry-
ing system using waste gases

from boiler for heating pur-
poses was given by Raj Process
Equipment and Systems Pvt
Ltd, Pune, to get potash rich
powder which has multiple
applications as fertiliser and
fuel.  

The second presentation
was on ‘Recovery of FCO grade
potash, animal feed and pure
water from spent wash to
achieve ZLD’. It was given by
CSMCRI & Chem Process P
Ltd., Ahmedabad.

As the conventional tech-
nologies of bio-composting
and incineration have limita-
tions, the NSI has been looking
for indigenous technologies
which can increase the revenue
base of the distilleries besides
ensuring necessary environ-
mental compliance with respect
to ZLD. They also detailed a
technology for converting ash
from incineration boiler for
recovering potash and utilising
the residual ash for brick mak-
ing. The vote of thanks was
proposes by Anup Kumar

Kanaujia.
SYMPOSIUM: Inspector

General of Police Mohit
Agarwal, while speaking in a
symposium on women’s safety
and social responsibility organ-
ised at Kanpur Vidya Mandir
Mahila Mahavidyalaya audito-
rium on Tuesday, said there was
need to make girl students
aware of their self-respect. 

Expressing concern, he
said the rising crime incidents
against women also needed to
be checked by initiating stern
penal action against the guilty. 

Speaking as chief guest at
the event, Agarwal said women
required to be promoted by
inculcating the traditional and
ethical values through educa-
tion in them. 

He stressed on enhancing
the awareness of girl students. 

Earlier, the organisers felic-
itated the guests, including IG
Mohit Agarwal,
Superintendent of Police (West)
Anil Kumar and noted obste-
trician Dr Kiran Pandey. 
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KANPUR (PNS): Uttar
Pradesh’s Industrial
Development Minister Satish
Mahana while inaugurating
the newly installed lift at
Kanpur Vidya Mandir on
Tuesday, advised students to
study devotedly to achieve
their goals. He said academic
goals were educational targets
that students set for them-
selves to help them forward
their overall educational
progress. Mahana said the goals
served as leading indicators of
student success as they enabled
the student to establish a
roadmap of small and large
benchmarks that would guide
them on their path to intellec-
tual growth and career pursuit. 

He said academic goals
helped in giving the students a
clear picture of what they want
to achieve in life and allowed
them to determine what steps
they need to take to reach there. 

He added that setting the
right academic goals was not
always easy. He it was the duty
of the troika — students, par-
ents, and teachers — to use
tools to improve the chances of
achieving academic success.
Mahana said students who set
academic goals not only ben-
efited from the products of the
goals themselves but also from
the habits they developed as
they learnt and grew. “Students
who begin to develop special
traits in school and continue to
allow them to flourish through-
out their lives are more likely
to experience positive life out-
comes,” he added. The minis-
ter said that students had the
opportunity to improve the
perception if needed. He said
academic goals were important
because they gave the student
direction and purpose. He said
students should think of their
academic goals as roadmaps for
success. He appealed to the stu-
dents to identify their short and
long term goals. Those present
on the occasion included prin-
cipal Mridula Shukla, DC
Gupta, Anupama Kumari and
ex-principal Mamta Khare
besides several others.



Impeachment is essentially
symbolic, but the sort of
sticky symbolism with a
moral dimension that stands

the test of time. History books
that transcend time and lives bear
the impeached person’s name
with an unflattering asterisk of
transgression. Only three
Presidents of the United States
(US), out of the 45 that preced-
ed Joe Biden, were tainted with
this blot, with Donald Trump
going down in posterity as the
unique one, with two impeach-
ments! The Constitution of the
US describes acts that are deemed
“treason, bribery, or other high
crimes and misdemeanours” to
be impeachment-worthy. Beyond
the legality of formal conviction
in a classic justice sense,
impeachment is tantamount to
abuse of public and constitution-
al trust, with possible intersection
of legal criminality, subsequent-
ly. But the man whom the usual-
ly reserved Dalai Lama suggest-
ed had a “lack of moral principle”,
i.e. Trump, remains brazen and
unrepentant.

Others like Richard Nixon,
who had faced a near-certain
prospect of getting impeached,
had resigned from office just
before impeachment. The other
two impeached US Presidents,
Andrew Johnson and Bill
Clinton, had in hindsight consid-
erably less deleterious and viola-
tive portents to democracy as
compared to the ingloriousness
of Trump’s acts. Andrew Johnson,
arguably a racist himself who had
succeeded the colossus of democ-
racy, Abraham Lincoln, was
impeached for a technicality of
violating the Tenure of Office Act
when he removed a federal
appointee without consulting the
Senate. History reflects that
impeachment as more of a par-
tisan act that seized upon an
unacceptable presidential action
but perhaps not warranting the
burden of impeachment.
Similarly, Bill Clinton had per-
jured himself by lying to the
investigators about his relation-
ship with Monica Lewinsky, as
also encouraging the White
House staff to toe the said line.
The undeniable dereliction and
misconduct was perhaps still
short of breaching the high rails
of “treason, bribery, or other
high crimes and misdemeanours”.
The fine difference was illustrat-
ed by a rival Republican Senator,
Susan Collins, who agreed that
Clinton had conducted himself
disgracefully, but perhaps short of

a crime, when she still voted
against the impeachment by
stating: “In voting to acquit the
President, I do so with grave
misgivings for I do not mean
in any way to exonerate this
man.” Bill Clinton was visibly,
and admittedly, embarrassed
and repentant.

Trump was, on the other
hand, first impeached for the
abuse of power and obstruc-
tion of Congress. He had
allegedly pushed Ukraine to
snoop into the commercial
affairs of his ultimate nemesis,
Joe Biden, and therefore enlist-
ed a foreign power in corrupt-
ing the democratic elections.
Trump had also withheld mil-
itary funds from the
Ukrainians in order to coerce
them to do so. But Trump’s
misdemeanours had continued
with his denialist approach by
further ordering the Executive
Branch to not comply with the
Congressional subpoenas for
the trailing documents and
testimonies. However, unlike
the bipartisan expressions that
surrounded the Clinton or
Nixon build-up, Trump had
managed to polarise and divide
the nation into extremities
that ensured that, barring one
Republican Senator, all had
acquiesced blindly to Trump.
The second Trump impeach-
ment was unprecedented in its

seriousness of accusative
import, “incitement for insur-
rection”. The self-interest of
Republicans, which was in
play to defend Trump during
the first impeachment on par-
tisan lines, was equally visible
in the second impeachment,
with 10 Republican Senators
disassociating themselves from
supporting Trump, owing to
worse consequences in repeat-
ing their partisan decision.
The Joint Chief of Staff had
issued an internal memo that
sought to remind the uni-
formed fraternity of their sole
fidelity to the Constitution
and alluded to the potential
disruption of the Biden inau-
guration as “against the law” —
further suggesting the grave-
ness of the unconstitutionali-
ty that Trump was accused of.

The weight of the 10
Republicans who bolted out of
the Trump bandwagon is much
more than its arithmetical sig-
nificance, as it is about the
assertion of bipartisan courage,
democratic values and basic
common sense. In many ways,
this internal dissenting note
has allowed the Republicans of
absolve and permanently
cleanse themselves of
Trumpism, post-January 20,
2021. While the impeachment
process was rushed through
the last days of Trump’s presi-

dency, its necessity is contex-
tualised to the public healing
of the shame of “coup” and
offering a restorative opportu-
nity and agenda for bipartisan
politics hereinafter. The singu-
lar Republican who had yield-
ed to the dictates of his person-
al conscience in voting against
Trump’s first impeachment,
Mitt Romney, noted evocative-
ly in Trump’s second “coming”
that there must be “meaning-
ful consequences” when a
President incites an attack
against the Congress and, more
importantly, against all known
tenets of democracy.

Opinions now abound that
the new President, Biden, need
not federally prosecute Trump
and sustain the divisive and
inflammatory ‘Donald Trump
show’ to linger, irate passions
and sustain dangerous rumours.
Trump’s descent into indefensi-
ble infamy and 
notoriety that had toyed with
reckless ideas like attacking
Iran before elections, imposing
quasi-martial law or actually
triggering social unrest by insist-
ing upon his allegations of
“fraudulent elections”, “can’t play
in the hands of these people”,
“elections that were stolen” and
suchlike, has already brought
the US to the unthinkable brink
of anarchy and civil war. The
isolation of Trump among his

own party leaders and ostensi-
ble loyalists has shifted gears
from private murmurs behind
closed doors to open calls for
introspection within. The trig-
gers for the much-needed
course correction have not been
the legality, but the loss of
morality, surrounding Trump’s
indefensibility. In a shifting sign
of times, Republican leader
Mitch McConnell had freed
Republican Senators from 
toeing any party line and,
instead, urged them to “vote
with their conscience”; the 
subliminal writing on the wall
for Trump is unmistakable.
Indeed, Trump will be expect-
ed to continue his slanderous
rants, unsubstantiated false-
hoods and desperation to retain
the centre-stage but the loss of
moral high ground for the
Republican Party, going for-
ward, will drop Trump from the
only political anchorage that
sustains his relevance. It is not
the electoral triumphs, unchal-
lenged dominance or legality in
the court, but the diminishment
of morality as captured in 
this symbolic impeachment that
ended a destructive streak 
and individual.

(The writer, a military 
veteran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The decision of the Central
Government to observe the
birthday of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose that falls on
January 23 as “Parakram Diwas”
from now on is a political stunt
with an eye on the forthcoming
West Bengal Assembly elections.

It is a move to appease vot-
ers in West Bengal. Netaji is our
real hero who fought for the free-
dom of the nation and floated the
Azad Hind Fauj to fight for
India’s independence. The
Governments latest move reeks
of dirty politics as the BJP or the
NDA Government did not have
time to  remember Netaji during
the last six years. But the people
of Bengal are wise enough to not
fall into such traps and vote judi-
ciously on the basis of the work
done and schemes floated by the
Government. 

We, as responsible citizens,
must rise to the occasion and
show the door to such politicians
and parties.  The BJP must stop
fooling and misguiding people
and should concentrate on real
issues like unemployment, mal-
nutrition, poverty, illiteracy,
health and so on.   

Bhagwan Thadani   
Mumbai
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Sir — It refers to the editorial
‘OTT Tandav’ (January 19). It
seems that such controversies
serve the interests of both the film
makers and political parties as
these give the much-needed pub-
licity to a web series and also help
the political parties in polarising
society. The films, as well as seri-

als, are called the mirror of soci-
ety, reflecting exactly what’s hap-
pening. The flip side  is that
moviemaking is a professional
line where the raison d’etre hap-
pens to be the business alone. 

The fact that every movie or
serial has to undergo scrutiny as
per the guidelines laid down by
the Information and
Broadcasting (I&B) Ministry

before release notwithstanding,
one or the other controversy
keeps raising its ugly head every
now and then. It is really disap-
pointing and shows that such
controversies are politically moti-
vated. We,  as  audiences, should
use our wisdom to judge what is
offensive and what is not.  

Azhar A Khan  
Rampur

����������������	
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Sir — It is very unfortunate that
every year after the Republic
Day and Independence Day cel-
ebrations, hundreds of flags are
strewn on pavements and streets
and people keep stomping on
them. We must remember that
the national flag is our pride and
we must respect the symbol of
democracy, freedom and broth-
erhood. 

Similarly, we must respect our
national anthem and national
song. It is often seen that even
when the national anthem is
being played on radio or televi-
sion, many people don’t stand up
to pay respect. They are busy talk-
ing on their mobile phones or
chatting with their friends. The
Independence Day and Republic
Day represent the true spirit of
independent India and mark the
patriotic fervour of all Indians
who celebrate these events with
great enthusiasm. By disrespect-
ing our national symbols like the
Tricolour, we inadvertently disre-
spect our freedom fighters, our
Constitution and our nation. 

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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Forced conversions are not new in the subcon-
tinent. Reports regularly pour in from India
as well as Pakistan about illegal conversions

of women/girls through force, deceit or other meth-
ods which are in contravention of the law of the
land. The issue was highlighted after the Uttar
Pradesh (UP) Government brought a legislation
termed the Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Ordinance, 2020, that is meant to stop
forceful conversion of women/girls from other reli-
gions to Islam, which the Right-wing sympathis-
ers  call  the “Love Jihad Act.” Around the same
time in Pakistan, a report claimed that about 1,000
women/girls are converted to Islam every year in
the country.

It is the minority community which faces the
brunt of an interfaith marriage, when it goes wrong.
In India, Muslims who are in a minority, account
for 15 per cent of the population while minority
Hindus make up 1.60 per cent of the total popu-
lation of Pakistan. Likewise, the Christian popu-
lation comprises of 1.59 per cent of the total pop-
ulation of the Islamic Republic. Both the countries
are facing the problem of conversion of non-
Muslim women/girls. Sometimes this change of
faith is coerced and many a time it is by mutual
consent. But in both the cases sparks fly, creating
a law and order problem.

Human Rights activist and advocate in
Pakistan’s Supreme Court, M Shoaib Ashraf says:
“There is no law to stop forced conversion in our
country. But it is also true that Islam does not allow
conversions for the sake of marriage. This is con-
sidered exploitation of the faith. One has to con-
vert out of the love for the religion and not for any
other reason.”

However, the Indian Constitution upholds that
the right to marry is a component of the right to
life which comes under Article 21.  It states: “No
person shall be deprived of his life and personal
liberty except according to the procedure estab-
lished by law.”

Delivering a historic judgment in the Hadiya
and Shefin Jahan case, Justice DY Chandrachud
of the Supreme Court of India said: “The choice
of a partner whether within or outside marriage
lies within the exclusive domain of each individ-
ual. Intimacies of marriage lie within a core zone
of privacy, which is inviolable. The absolute right
of an individual to choose a life partner is not in
the least affected by matters of faith. The
Constitution guarantees to each individual the right
to freely practise, profess and propagate religion.
Choices of faith and belief as indeed choices in mat-
ters of marriage lie within an area where individ-
ual autonomy is supreme.

“They form the essence of personal liberty
under the Constitution. Matters of belief and faith,
including whether to believe, are at the core of con-
stitutional liberty. The Constitution exists for believ-
ers as well as for agnostics…Matters of dress and
of food, of ideas and ideologies, of love and part-
nership are within the central aspects of
identity….Society has no role to play in determin-
ing our choice of partners.”

The courts in both the countries are working
effectively to protect the rights of citizens when it
comes to forced conversions. Recently, while hear-
ing a case pertaining to a 14-year-old girl who had
converted, the Lahore High Court gave a judgment
that religion is a matter of heart and conviction and
the court cannot adjudicate on such matters. 

While delivering the verdict the
court said: “What one believes in his or
her heart is not a judicial matter.” These
decisions hold good when an interfaith
marriage carries the purity and virtue
which the institution of marriage espous-
es. However, incidents of forced conver-
sions are galore and sometimes they take
a political hue. 

On August 21, the Meerut police
recovered the bodies of Priya and her
daughter Kashish. They were allegedly
killed by Shamshad. Priya, a divorcee,
befriended Shamshad on a social net-
working site where he impersonated
himself as Amit Gurjar — a Hindu.
When Priya came to know about the
truth she protested. In another case the
Budaun police arrested Asif who posed
as a Hindu man called Rajkumar and
befriended Neha. A year later he alleged-
ly killed her when she came to know of
the truth.

But then, there are cases of true love
where a person converts to another reli-
gion freely or wants to marry out of their
own community/religion of their own
free will.  For instance, take the case of
Muskan (Pinki) who married Rashid in
Dehradun in July 2020. They duly
informed the Superintendent of Police as
required under the Uttarakhand
Freedom of Religion Act, 2018. But both
Rashid and Muskan were arrested under
the new law when they paid a visit to
Moradabad in UP. Muskan was pregnant
at that time and later she alleged that she
lost her baby because of police atrocity. 

In the last two months, as many as
86 people have been named in 16 First
Information Reports (FIRs) since the
notification of the new Ordinance in the
State. Out of these, 79 are Muslims, who
have been slapped with charges of entic-
ing a woman/girl and forcing her to con-
vert to Islam. In one case 26 people,

including five women, were booked in
Etah for allegedly converting a 21-year-
old woman by force. In Mau, 16 people
have been named in an FIR whereas in
Sitapur, 14 were booked in another such
incident.

However, in Pakistan there is no law
to stop forced conversions. “In the
absence of legislation explicitly banning
and criminalising forced conversion
from minority religions to Islam, the
affected families (mainly Hindus, Sikhs
and Christians) have to use other laws,
including those against kidnapping,
forced marriage, child marriage and rape
of minors to penalise the offender,” says
Tahira Abdullah,  a social activist.

Ashraf says that in the absence of a
law in Pakistan, if the victim claims she
has converted on her own, there is little
that can be done to prove her wrong.
“We cannot determine what is behind the
consent.  If a girl from a poor family con-
verts to marry a man from a rich back-
ground, there is no way to know whether
she has converted out of love or if she has
been lured. But this should also in a way
be considered an unlawful thing as some
form of coercion has always been used,”
he says.

Jibran  Nasir, advocate and lead cam-
paigner at Never Forget Pakistan and
trustee Elaj Trust, says: “Young girls are
kidnapped and converted and video mes-
sages are circulated in which the girl says
that she is happy after being converted.
We argue in court that girls do not nec-
essarily scream or shout, for us to
known that it is a forced conversion.
Forced conversion is a crime whether one
who is coerced openly admits it or not.”

The coerced conversion, especially
of young Hindu and Christian girls in
Sindh and Punjab province in Pakistan,
continues unabated in absence of explic-
it laws criminalising it. According to  data

provided by the Centre for Social Justice,
Pakistan between 2013 and 2020 the
highest number of cases of alleged
forced conversions were in Punjab (52
per cent) followed by Sindh (44 per cent).
“A clause on forced conversion, insert-
ed into a draft law by Hindu legislators,
was actually removed before enactment
in Sindh province and it has repeatedly
failed enactment in the national
Parliament, despite clear directives from
the Supreme Court of Pakistan),” says
Abdullah.

Ashraf seconds her claims saying that
the term forced conversion is very vague
in Pakistan. “It denotes some form of
force being used — whether verbal, phys-
ical or psychological like threats to fam-
ily. When the same person is brought to
court and they say they have converted
of their own will, there is not much the
court can do about it,” he says.

In Pakistan on the insistence of the
family, the court can send the person to
some safe place so as to give them some
time and space to review their decision.
The courts have no criteria to determine
if force was used except if the person tells
the judges that there was no coercion.
Experts opine that the courts can only
give decisions based on legal provisions
and not beyond.

Despite the judiciary protecting the
institution of marriage and privacy of a
person, the issue of interfaith marriage
has been used by political parties and
organisations in both India and Pakistan
to further their personal interests. This
situation emerges as a blot on a civilised
society and should end as it often leads
to violence and religious clashes.

(Banerjee is Executive Director,
(News), The Pioneer, Lucknow, India while
Lubna is Freelance Journalist and Human
Right activist, based in Karachi. The views
expressed are personal).
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Nearly 10 months after the
nationwide lockdown began,
India is now in the process of

reopening its schools, albeit, in a
phased manner, with all COVID pro-
tocols in place. However, most States
that have decided to reopen schools
are only allowing grade 10 and 12 stu-
dents to attend classes. The younger
children are still confined to their
homes and online classes will contin-
ue till it is deemed fit to open all
schools fully, from nursery to grade
12.      

It is a sad fact that many children
from vulnerable communities in
India depend on schools for one

square meal a day. The Mid-Day
Meal (MDM) scheme was the reason
many went to school. The closure of
schools hit underprivileged children
the most, because not only were they
hungry, they did not have a smart-
phone, laptop or internet connection
to continue their education online,
unlike their privileged counterparts.  

According to a study by Oxfam
India, as many as 80 per cent of
Indian students were unable to access
online schooling during the lock-
down and many might not even
return to classrooms when they
eventually reopen for everyone. 

Many of these children were the
first in their family to attend school
and get an education. Their parents
and grandparents never got a chance
to do so because of various socio-eco-
nomic reasons. By cutting off or lim-
iting access to education, the pan-
demic has effectively worsened exist-
ing inequalities and hampered the
economic growth of low-income
families. In a country where over half
the population is below the age of 25,
lack of access to education is a

deterrent which will prevent children
from becoming contributing and
productive members of society.

Government data suggest that
despite having 600 million internet
users, only 20 per cent know how to
leverage the same. If one glances
through the latest National Family
Health Survey (NHFS), over 60 per
cent women in 12 States and Union
Territories have never used the inter-
net, which begs the question: How
will their children study online?
The absence of digital literacy pro-
grammes in the country is a glaring
gap, which came to the forefront once
the schools shut down and education
went online. According to a Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India survey,
Bihar — a State where child traffick-
ing for sex and cheap labour is ram-
pant — has the lowest number of
internet subscribers in the country
with just 32 people in every 100 hav-
ing access to it.

Yes, the lockdown was
announced to curb the spread of a
highly contagious virus. But even as
India began to “unlock” in phases,

schools continued to remain shut.
Earlier, daily wage earners, who
were working in the informal sector,
with no social security went to work
knowing that their children were safe
at school. Now, because of the pan-
demic, their children accompany
them to work sites. They are picking
up the trade. They are struggling like
their parents and their chance to
build a different life is being snatched
away from them. In addition to this,
their parents no longer have steady
jobs. Hence, they are struggling to
make ends meet, are no longer being
paid and are having to resort to bor-
rowing funds from moneylenders,
friends and other family members. 

Several organisations which are
working against child labour have
reported that moneylenders are
charging alarmingly high interest
rates. They also report that several
people are having to borrow money
for their daily needs such as food and
water. A lot of these people are
extremely poor and are suffering
from some form of debt bondage.
They are mostly Dalits, who have

spent the majority of their lives in
servitude and salvery. 

They often borrow money but
are unable to pay the same back and,
therefore, have to “work off ” the
debts. Often this means that their
child is also put to work. Take the
example of 12-year-old Rahul from
Gaya, Bihar, who has been complete-
ly deprived of any learning opportu-
nity in his village since the pandem-
ic began. As a result of the same, he
has fallen into the trap of child traf-
ficking. Before the pandemic began,
his father, under duress, gave consent
to a trafficker, because of which
Rahul was employed in a bangle fac-
tory in Jaipur. He was lucky enough
to have been rescued (in Jaipur)
before being taken to the factory. He
and 29 other minors from the same
district were rescued from a luxury
bus that was engaged in transporting
children all the way from Gaya to
Jaipur. All the 30-odd students were
enrolled in different schools and were
regular with their classes before the
lockdown was imposed. Now they
remain unoccupied, bored and vul-

nerable to predatory traffickers.  
The United Nations’ policy brief

on the impact of COVID-19 on the
world’s education system points to
the fact that the closure of schools
and other learning spaces has impact-
ed up to 99 per cent of students in low
and middle-income countries. It
warns that the effects on child labour
and trafficking could be enormous.
According to the International
Labour Organisation (ILO), 152
million minors worldwide are
involved in child labour, of which 73
million are involved in slavery, bond-
ed labour, dangerous work and sex-
ual exploitation. It is feared that in
poorer countries, many children
will completely lose their connection
to education and will not return to
school at all, as they have to con-
tribute to their family income. They
have started believing that their
family can no longer afford to edu-
cate them and most of the time this
is true. India has the highest number
of child labourers. According to the
Census 2011, there are 10.13 million
child workers. The ILO’s 2016 data

indicates that there are 23.8 million
child labourers in India. Schools and
programmes for children, such as
protection centres or youth clubs, are
also currently failing in their function
as early warning systems. The pan-
demic has effectively hidden from
sight occurrences of domestic vio-
lence in families as well as attempts
by local child traffickers or money-
lenders to recruit children as work-
ers. The focus must now be to
ensure the safety of students and
teachers. All stakeholders must put
in place protocols for reopening of
schools even for the younger chil-
dren. There has to be an extensive
assessment on the learning loss and
a well thought out plan to bridge the
gap and schemes to retain students.
The Government will also have to
arrange for funds required to equip
both schools and students in rural
India to continue their learning
journey.

(The writer is Executive
Director, Center DIRECT, Human

Liberty Network. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Ahead of the Bengal polls,
the Centre on Tuesday

announced to celebrate Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose’s birth-
day on January 23 as ‘Parakram
Diwas’ (Valour Day) every year
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi all set to attend the first
day of programme in Kolkata
on Bose’s 125th birth anniver-
sary. He will also inaugurate an
exhibition on the grounds of
the National Library to mark
the occasion in the state.

However,  the decision was
slammed by the Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress which termed it as
poll gimmicks while evoking a
mixed response from Subhas
Chandra Bose’s grandnephew
CK Bose, who is also a BJP
leader.

TMC leader Saugata Roy
said that the declaration to cel-
ebrate the day as ‘Parakram
Diwas’ has been made with an
eye on upcoming West Bengal
Assembly polls. He said that
there shouldn’t be politics in
Netaji’s name.

Roy added that if the
Prime Minister wanted to do
it, he could have done it six
months ago. “Why on the eve
of Netaji’s birthday and just
before the Assembly Elections
in the Atate?”

He added that TMC is not
happy with the Government’s
decision. “We are not satisfied
with the Government’s deci-
sion to celebrate Netaji’s birth-
day as ‘Parakram Diwas’. It

should be ‘Deshprem Diwas’.
We believe Netaji deserves
much better. We will observe
this day on our own with
Mamata Banerjee leading a
procession in the State,” said
Roy.

Earlier, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee had
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi requesting the
Modi Government to declare
the birth anniversary of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose as a
national holiday.

Naren Chatterjee, state sec-
retary of the Forward Bloc, the
party formed by Netaji in
1939, said, “Instead of
‘Parakram Diwas’, the day
should be celebrated as ‘Desh
Prem Diwas’. The demand to
observe January 23 as
‘Patriotism Day’ was made by
the Left Front when it was in
power”.

CK Bose, a BJP leader and
Netaji’s grandnephew said that
“Netaji was India’s liberator. We
welcome the announcement
but people have been cele-
brating January 23rd as
‘Deshprem Diwas’. It would’ve
been more appropriate, had the
government announced it as
Deshprem Diwas. But we’re
happy about the announce-
ment.”

Earlier in the day, Union
minister Prahlad Singh Patel
had at a press conference
announced the Government’s
decision and said that in this
regard  a notification has also
been issued.

“The Government has

decided to observe January
23 as ‘Parakram Diwas’ to
commemorate the birth
anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will participate
in the first ‘Parakram Diwas’
programme in Kolkata on
January 23 on Bose’s 125th
birth anniversary and inaugu-
rate an exhibition on the
grounds of National Library to
mark the occasion, Patel said.

Patel said PM Modi will
also felicitate prominent mem-
bers of the Indian National
Army formed by Bose and
their family members in
Kolkata on Saturday.

He said 200 Patua artistes
from West Bengal will make a
painting on a 400-metre-long
canvas depicting Bose’s life.

Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan will par-
ticipate in a programme in
Cuttack, Odisha, where Bose
was born while another pro-
gramme will be held in
Haripura village in Gujarat’s
Surat district where Bose was
elected as president of the
Indian National Congress in
1938.

The culture ministry is
also considering building a
memorial in the honour of
around 26,000 martyred mem-
bers of the INA, Patel said
adding that a 85-member high-
level committee helmed by
PM Modi has been formed to
plan year-round programmes
to mark the 125th birth
anniversary of the freedom
fighter.
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Former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday hit out

at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the issue of national
security after reports that
China has built a village in
Arunachal Pradesh. He also
alleged that India doesn’t have
a clear strategy like China to
assert its dominance in the
world and unless India sends
out a clear message, Beijing
won’t stay quiet.

“Remember his (PM)
promise — Mai desh jhukne
nahi dunga (Will not let the
country bow),” Rahul said.
Congress leaders P
Chidambaram, Randeep
Surjewala and Manish Tewari
also attacked the Prime
Minister on the matter.

Recalling the two recent
incidents in Doklam and
Ladakh where Indian and
Chinese soldiers clashed, he
said China will make the most
out of India’s shortcomings
and the day will come soon
when we will suffer damages.

During a Press conference
Rahul launched a blistering
attack at the Modi government
over the reported discovery of
Chinese settlements in
Arunachal Pradesh.

“China has a clear strate-
gic vision of shaping the world
which India doesn’t have. India
does this and that but doesn’t
work strategically. China has

tested twice. Once in Doklam
and other in Ladakh.”

“If India doesn’t give a
clear message to them and
make clear military, econom-
ic geopolitical strategy, China
won’t stay quiet but will make
the most out of it. The day it
will happen, we will suffer
damages,” added the Congress
leader.

Rahul Gandhi had repeat-
edly attacked the ruling BJP
Government in the Centre on

issues of China’s intrusion in
Indian Territory, its stands on
the farm laws, and the Centre’s
handling of the COVID-19
pandemic in the country.

Earlier in the day, the
Gandhi scion also tweeted a
news report alleging China
has established a village in
Indian territory, with the cap-
tion “Remember his promise-
’I will not let the country
bow’”.

“Modiji where is that 56-

inch chest,” Surjewala tweeted.
Chidambaram had demanded
answers from the government
on the issue, alleging that BJP
MP Tapir Gao has claimed that
China has built a 100-house
village in the “disputed area”
deep into Arunachal Pradesh.
He said if the allegation made
out by the BJP MP is true, will
the government again give a
clean chit to China or will
blame the previous
Governments for it.
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As Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi attacked the

Modi-Government on the
Chinese border incursions and
the unresolved farmers agita-
tion, BJP top leaders on
Tuesday hit-back saying
Congress gave away thousands
km land to China and that
“dynasty-ruled party” ignored
farmers interests and indulged
in “double-speak”.

Political temperatures
increased as BJP’s own MP
from Arunachal Pradesh Tapir
Gao said that Chinese had con-
structed a village on the Indian
side in Arunachal Pradesh.

BJP President J P Nadda
and Union Information &
Broadcasting Prakash
Javadekar took turns sepa-
rately to attack Rahul and the
Congress after the latter took
jibe at the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the reports

of Chinese construction of
village  in Arunachal Pradesh
and questioned him on the
issues of national security.

“Now that Mr Rahul
Gandhi has returned from his
monthly vacation, I would like
to ask him some questions. I
hope he will answer them in
his today’s Press Conference,”
tweeted the BJP President.

“When will Rahul Gandhi,
his dynasty and Congress stop
lying on China? Can he deny
that thousands of kms, includ-
ing the one in Arunachal
Pradesh he is referring to was
gifted by none other than
Pandit Nehru to the Chinese?
Time and again, why does
Congress surrender to
China?” Nadda tweeted.

He accused Rahul of “pro-
voking and misleading” farm-
ers and alleged double stan-
dards.

“Why did farmers remain
poor for decades under

Congress governments? Does
he feel sympathy for farmers
only in opposition?” he asked.

“Why is he spreading lies
?”, Nadda sought to ask.

Nadda accused Congress
and the ‘dynasty’ striking an
MOU with the Chinese
Communist Party and receiv-
ing money in a fund con-
trolled by the Gandhi family.

He accused Congress
party of  demoralising the
country on all issues be it relat-
ed to border, national securi-
ty or fighting Coronavirus
pandemic.

“Rahul Gandhi spared no
opportunity to demotivate the
nation in the spirited fight
against COVID-19. Today
when India has one of the low-
est cases and our scientists
have come up with a vaccine,
why hasn’t he congratulated
the scientists and lauded 130
crore Indians even once?”, BJP
head asked.
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Agreeing to the long term
demand, Parliament has

decided to end the subsidy in
the canteens which may save
annually around �8 crore. 

Briefing the media on
Tuesday, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla said that Lok Sabha
Secretariat which was bearing
the cost of subsidy has decid-
ed to stop the practice of sub-
sidised price of food items in
the canteens and the canteens
will be run by ITDC in place of
Northern Railway. 

Talking to reporters about
preparations for the next
Parliament session, beginning
January 29, Birla said Question
Hour and Zero Hours will be
in this session. Members of
Parliament will be requested to
undergo the COVID-19 test
before the start of the Budget
session. 

While Rajya Sabha will sit
from 9 am to 2 pm, Lok Sabha
will function in the second half
from 4-8 pm. The Question
Hour will be allowed during
the session for an already fixed
time of one hour. 

He said all arrangements
have also been made for
RTPCR COVID-19 tests of
MPs near their residence. In
Parliament premises, the
RTPCR tests will be conduct-
ed on January 27-28, while
arrangements have also been
made for these tests of families
and staff members of MPs.
Birla said the vaccination drive
policy finalised by the Centre
and states will apply to parlia-
mentarians as well.
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Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday

accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of monopo-
lising the agriculture sector as
he renewed his attack against
the Centre over the con-
tentious farm laws. He also
released a booklet to highlight
the pitfalls of the legislation
enacted in September last
year.

“ There is  a  tragedy
unfolding today in the coun-
try, Govt wants to ignore the
issue and misinform the
country,” Rahul said while
addressing a press confer-
ence after the release. “I am
not going to speak about
farmers alone as it is only part

of the tragedy. It is important
for youngsters. This is not
about present but about your
future,” he added.

“Today, every industry is
under a monopoly of three to
five people.Be it airport, tele-
com or power.  Modi
Government wants to give the
agriculture sector as well to
those four to five industrial-
ists,” he added.

The Congress leader also
said that  the new farm
reforms are designed to
destroy India’s agriculture
sector. “The biggest business
in this country is agriculture.
Sixty per cent of our people
are engaged in agriculture
and in terms of value, agri-
culture is by far the biggest
hit. Now we are seeing is that
the last bastion which was
protected from monopoly is
now being overrun. Three
new laws have been passed.
They are designed to destroy
agriculture by destroying the

mandi,  Essentia l
Commodities Act, and by
making sure that no Indian
farmer can go to court to pro-
tect himself,” he added.

“We were a preeminent
economy, now we are a laugh-
ing stock,” Rahul Gandhi also
said.

Farmers are agitating
against the farm laws for over
50 days now and the govern-
ment has held nine round of
talks so far. However, it has
failed to bring any resolution
to the matter. The farmers are
adamant on the demand to
repeal the laws which the
government has refused and
is firm on their offer to amend
the legislation.

In the last meeting, the
Centre had suggested that
the unions constitute their
own informal group to pre-
pare a concrete proposal on
the three farm laws for further
discussion at their next meet-
ing. 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday sought a report

from a committee, set up by
the NGT, on its recommen-
dations for improving the
water quality of the Yamuna
river and the extent to which
the authorities have imple-
mented them.

The National  Green
Tribunal, on July 26, 2018,
had constituted the monitor-
ing committee comprising its
former expert member B S
Sajwan and former Delhi
chief  secretar y Shai laja
Chandra on the cleaning of
the Yamuna and had directed
it to submit an action plan in
this regard.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde took note
of the submission of amicus
curiae and senior advocate
Meenakshi Arora that the
NGT-appointed panel has
been monitoring the cleaning
of Yamuna water.

In the proceedings con-

ducted through video con-
ferencing, the bench, also
comprising Justices L
Nageswara Rao and Vineet
Saran, asked the committee to
submit its report on recom-
mendations made by it for
improving the quality of water
of Yamuna and the extent to
which they have been imple-
mented.

Earlier, the top court had
taken suo motu cognizance of
contamination of rivers by
effluent in the country and
had decided to take up the
pollution of Yamuna river
first.

While taking cognisance
of contamination of rivers, the
top court had said that the
pollution-free water is a fun-
damental right which a wel-
fare state is “bound to ensure”.

It had asked Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) to submit a report
identifying municipalities
along the Yamuna which have
not installed total treatment
plants for sewage.
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The CBI has recovered an
additional �2.04 crore dur-

ing further searches conduct-
ed in the bribery case related to
senior officers of Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR).

It was found during further
searches at the premises of a
private firm located at Kailash
Colony here that certain items
were removed and concealed at
other places in Delhi. Earlier,
�2.39 crore in cash was recov-
ered during searches.

On Tuesday, searches were
also conducted in Sikkim and
Kanpur. During earlier search-
es at 26 locations, including at
Delhi, Uttarakhand, Assam,
Tripura and West Bengal, a
total amount of �2.39 crore was
recovered. This includes an

alleged bribe of Rs 1 crore,
which exchanged hands and is
stated to be one of the biggest
bribe money trapped, the CBI
had said.

Besides this, there were
recoveries of jewellery and
documents related to property
from the locations of accused.

So far, �4.43 crore have been
recovered.

The CBI has registered a
case against a Chief
Administrative Officer of NFR,
Mahendra Singh Chauhan and
others under relevant sections
of IPC and Prevention of
Corruption Act.
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Following request from sev-
eral countries for its two

vaccines—Covishield and
Covaxin, India is all set to pro-
vide the jabs under grant assis-
tance to Bhutan, Maldives,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar
and Seychelles, to begin with
from Wednesday.

It will also send shipments
to Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and
Mauritius as well on receipt of
necessary regulatory clear-
ances.

However, India said that it
will be ensured that domestic
manufacturers will have ade-
quate stocks to meet domestic
requirements while supplying
abroad.

In a tweet, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said India is
deeply honoured to be a “long-
trusted” partner in meeting the
healthcare needs of the global
community and that supplies of
the vaccines to several coun-
tries will commence on
Wednesday, and more will fol-
low in the days ahead.

India is one of the world’s
biggest drugmakers, and an
increasing number of countries
have already approached it for

procuring the
coronavirus vac-
cines.

The Ministry
of External Affairs
said India will sup-
ply Covid-19 vac-
cines to partner
countries over the
coming weeks and
months in a phased
manner keeping in
view the domestic

requirements.
In a statement, the MEA

said India has received several
requests for the supply of
Indian-manufactured vaccines
from neighbouring and key
partner countries.

“In response to these
requests, and in keeping with
India’s stated commitment to
use India’s vaccine production
and delivery capacity to help all
of humanity fight the Covid
pandemic, supplies under grant
assistance to Bhutan, Maldives,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar
and Seychelles will begin from
January 20,” it said.

“In respect of Sri Lanka,
Afghanistan and Mauritius, we
are awaiting their confirmation
of necessary regulatory clear-
ances,” it added.

“India fulfils commitment
to give vaccines to humanity.
Supplies to our neighbours
will start on 20th January. The
Pharmacy of the World will
deliver to overcome the
COVID challenge,” External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said on Twitter.

Meanwhile,  Union Health
Ministry officials said that the
total number of persons found
positive with UK strain of

Covid-19 is 141 while daily
new Covid cases have touched
a new low with 10,064 cases
adding up to the national tally
in the last 24 hours after seven
months. India’s total active
caseload has dropped to 2 lakh
(2,00,528), said the official.
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With the Union Territory
of Lakshadweep

reporting its first ever case of
Covid-19 on Tuesday, the
Union Health Ministry has
rushed a team of medical
experts to contain the situa-
tion there. The index case is
a traveler who had come to
Lakshadweep from Kochi in
Kerala on 4th January 2021
by a ship. “The traveler had
reported to hospital with
symptoms suggestive of
COVID-19 and was tested
positive. Initially 31 primary
contacts of the patient have
been traced and quarantined
of which 14 have now been
found to be positive and
have been isolated.

“56 contacts of positive
cases detected so far have
also been traced and quar-
antined.  The UT
Administration has initiated
disinfection procedures and
intensive risk-communica-
tion activity has been oper-
at ionalised,”  said the
Ministry.
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Members of the Supreme
Court-appointed panel

on farm laws will not let their
personal views on these Acts
come in the way of their
deliberations with various
stakeholders, key committee
member Anil Ghanwat said
on Tuesday, while asserting
that they are not on the side
of any party or the
Government.

After their first meeting
here, Ghanwat said the first
round of consultations with
farmers and other stakehold-
ers has been scheduled for
Thursday.

The Supreme Court had
set up the four-member panel
on January 11, but one of
them, Bhupinder Singh
Mann, recused himself later
after questions were raised by
the agitating farmer unions

about the views
expressed by all
members in the
past in support
of  the con-
tentious laws,
against which
thousands are
protest ing on
Delhi borders
for almost two
months now.

Separately,
nine rounds of talks have
taken place between the gov-
ernment and agitating unions
without any concrete resolu-
tion. Ghanwat, who is the
president of  the 
Shetkari Sanghatana, said the
panel will hold its first round
of talks with farmers and
other stakeholders on January
21.

“The biggest challenge
for panel is to convince 
agitating farmers to come
and speak with us. We will try
our best,” he said.

Ghanwat further said the
committee will seek views of
farmers and all other stake-
holders on the new farm laws,
besides the central and state
governments.

“Panel members will keep
their personal views on farm
laws aside while preparing
report to be submitted to the
Supreme Court,” he said.
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The National Green Tribunal
has directed the Telangana

Pollution Control Board (PCB)
to recover Rs 1.55 crore penal-
ty from pharmaceutical com-
panies for causing pollution in
the state.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel asked the state
PCB to recover the assessed
compensation and take coercive
measures for default in payment,
including closure till compliance
is made.

The NGT passed the order
after a committee recommend-
ed to impose environmental
compensation for one year for all
pharma formulation industries
and six months to Shri Kartikeya
Pharma which is engaged in
Ayurvedic Ashwagandha extrac-
tion, as the pollution load is less.

“In view of the fact that the
industrial area in question is a
polluted area and the industries

in question are ‘red category’
industries, strict vigilance is
required to be maintained for
upholding the environmental
norms,” the bench said.

The green panel asked
Telangana state pollution control
board to enforce the principle of
‘Polluter Pays’ in respect of the
units which have been found to
be violating the environmental
norms.

The tribunal’s direction
came on a plea filed by advocate
Sravan Kumar alleging pollution
caused by the pharmaceutical
companies at TSIIC SEZ in
Jadcherla of Mahabubnagar dis-
trict.

According to the plea these
pharma companies are not com-
plying with the pollution laws.

The plea claimed that the
companies are not properly
maintaining the Effluent
Treatment Systems and sought
setting aside of approvals grant-
ed to them for violating causing
severe pollution.
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Future climate change will
cause an uneven shifting of

the tropical rain belt — a nar-
row band of heavy precipitation
near the Earth’s equator —
leading to increased flooding in
parts of India, a new study
warns.

The study, published in
the journal Nature Climate
Change, examined computer
simulations from 27 state-of-
the-art climate models, and
measured the tropical rain
belt’s response to a future sce-
nario in which greenhouse gas
emissions continue to rise
through the end of the current
century.

According to the research,
a northward shift of the tropi-
cal rain belt over the eastern
Africa and the Indian Ocean
could result in “intensified
flooding in southern India,”
and may impact global biodi-
versity and food security by
2100. 

The scientists, including
those from the University of
California (UC) Irvine in the
US, said this “sweeping shift” of
the rain belt was disguised in
previous studies that provided
a global average 

of the influence of climate
change. 

However, they said climate
change caused the atmosphere
to heat up by different amounts
over Asia.
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Washington: Underlining
America's “growing rivalry” with
China and Russia, US Secretary
of State-designate Antony
Blinken on Tuesday said the
Biden administration will
engage the world “as it is” and
not “as it was”, indicating that the
diplomacy of the next president
would be driven by ground
realities.

Blinken, a close confidant of
President-elect Joe Biden, in
his prepared testimony to the
Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations ahead of his confir-
mation hearing also did not rule
out a military intervention over-
seas if the lives of Americans
were at stake.

“Working across govern-
ment and with partners around
the world, we will revitalise
American diplomacy to take on
the most pressing challenges of
our time. We'll show up again,
day-in, day-out whenever and
wherever the safety and well-
being of Americans is at stake,”
said Blinken, a foreign policy
expert.

“We'll engage the world not
as it was, but as it is. A world of
rising nationalism, receding
democracy, growing rivalry with
China, Russia, and other author-
itarian states, mounting threats
to a stable and open interna-

tional system, and a technolog-
ical revolution that is reshaping
every aspect of our lives, espe-
cially in cyberspace,” said 58-
year-old Blinken, who if con-
firmed by the Senate, will suc-
ceed Mike Pompeo as the next
Secretary of State.

Blinken  is expected to be
confirmed by the Senate soon
after Biden is sworn in as the
president on January 20. 

On Tuesday, a day before
the inauguration, Senate com-
mittees are also holding confir-
mation hearings of Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen, Defence
Secretary Lloyd J Austin,
Homeland Security Secretary
Alenjandro N Mayorkas and
Director of National Intelligence
Avril Haines. In his prepared tes-
timony, Blinken said, “For all
that has changed, some things
remain constant. American lead-
ership still matters.” 

“The reality is that the world
doesn't organise itself. When
we're not engaged, when we
don't lead, then one of two
things happen: either some
other country tries to take our
place, but probably not in a way
that advances our interests or
values. Or no one does, and then
you get chaos. Either way, that
does not serve the American
people,” he said.  PTI
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Washington: President-elect
Joe Biden's pick for national
intelligence director is planning
to tell Senate lawmakers that
intelligence and national security
issues will not be politicised
under her watch. Avril Haines
faces a confirmation hearing
on Tuesday before the Senate
intelligence committee.

Haines will also tell law-
makers that the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence
must not shy away from “speak-
ing truth to power” even if
inconvenient or difficult. That's
according to excerpts of her pre-
pared remarks released ahead of
the hearing.

Haines served in the Obama
administration as deputy direc-
tor of the CIA and deputy
national security adviser.

If confirmed, Haines would
be tasked with restoring stabil-
ity to an intelligence communi-
ty that has been repeatedly den-
igrated by President Donald
Trump. She would also be the
first woman to hold the 
position.  AP

Washington: Vice President-elect Kamala Harris has acknowl-
edged the challenges that lie ahead for Joe Biden when he will
be sworn in as the 46th President of the United States on
Wednesday, saying “it is not going to be easy.”

Biden enters the White House on January 20 with the top
challenge to lift the country from the devastation of a raging
pandemic that has killed more than 398,000 Americans and
thrown millions into economic distress.

“We're going into Wednesday knowing that we're ready to
do the work, and we've got a lot of work to do. It's not going
to be easy,” Harris told reporters at Martha's Table in Anacostia
here on Monday, observing the National Day of Service.

Every year on the third Monday in January, Americans hon-
our the slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., who in
the 1950s and 1960s organised non-violent protests for Black
equality and voting rights.

The holiday traditionally features people commemorat-
ing King's work by participating in community service projects.
However, both the pandemic and warnings of violence in cities
across the country following the January 6 insurrection by pro-
Trump supporters in the US Capitol affected the events this
year.   

“As we have discussed, Joe has outlined our plan for vac-
cinations, our plan for recovery, and in particular relief for work-
ing people, for families. And there is a lot to do. 

“Some of them say that ours are ambitious goals, but we
do believe with hard work and with the cooperation and col-
laboration of the members of the United States Congress that
we can get it done,” Harris said in response to a 
question. PTI

United Nations: Describing the
attack on the Capitol as a shock-
ing and incendiary attempt to
“overturn” results of a free and
fair election, a group of inde-
pendent UN rights experts has
expressed hope that the US
democracy will emerge stronger
from this crisis with renewed
commitment to peaceful plu-
ralism and rule of law.

Twenty-three Special
Rapporteurs and members of
Working Groups have recently
signed a statement in which
they strongly condemned the
US Capitol attack and the incite-
ment to violence and hatred
online and offline, calling for
accountability.

They said the “violent
attempt to overturn the results
of a free and fair election at the
US Capitol on January 6 was a
shocking and incendiary event”.

The group affirmed and
expressed their “solidarity with
the American people who stand
for democracy, equality and
the rule of law at this critical
moment”. PTI

Detroit (US): The resiliency,
culture and heroism of Black
Americans and the African
diaspora will be the central
theme of a virtual event that will
celebrate the nation's diversity
on the eve of President-elect Joe
Biden's inauguration.

Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris is slated to speak at
Tuesday's event, “We Are One,”
which will also honour the his-
toric nature of her being the first
Black and South Asian woman
to become US vice president.

Black voters nationwide
helped deliver Biden's presi-
dency, overwhelmingly sup-

porting him from the start of his
White House bid. Black-led
organising work across the
nation galvanised voters of
colour and contributed to his-
toric turnout in key battle-
ground states.

Tony Allen, CEO of the
inaugural committee, said the
programming will “honour acts
of resilience, heroism, and com-
mitment to unity” from Black,
Latino, Asian American and
Pacific Islander communities “as
the coalitions that make up
our nation come together to cel-
ebrate a new chapter in our his-
tory.” AP

Washington: President-elect Joe Biden has tapped Pennsylvania
Health Secretary Rachel Levine to be his assistant secretary of
health, leaving her poised to become the first openly transgen-
der federal official to be confirmed by the US Senate.

A pediatrician and former Pennsylvania physician general,
Levine was appointed to her current post by Democratic Gov
Tom Wolf in 2017, making her one of the few transgender peo-
ple serving in elected or appointed positions nationwide. 

She won past confirmation by the Republican-majority
Pennsylvania Senate and has emerged as the public face of the
state's response to the coronavirus pandemic. AP

Washington: The incoming
Biden Administration on
Monday opposed the move of
the outgoing President Donald
Trump to lift travel restrictions
on Europe and Brazil arguing
that this is not the right time to
do so in the midst of worsening
of the coronavirus pandemic.

“With the pandemic wors-
ening, and more contagious
variants emerging around the
world, this is not the time to be
lifting restrictions on interna-
tional travel,” incoming White
House Press Secretary Jen Psaki
said in a tweet soon after Trump
issued an executive order to lift

travel restrictions on European
and Brazil.

In an executive order,
Trump said he is removing the
restrictions applicable to the
European Union, the United
Kingdom, the Republic of
Ireland and Brazil, while leav-
ing in place the 
restrictions applicable to China
and Iran.

A decision in this regard, he
said, is being taken after the
January 12 directive of the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) requir-
ing proof of a negative COVID-
19 test or documentation of

having recovered from COVID-
19 for all air passengers arriving
from a foreign country to the
United States.

However, the incoming
Biden Administration indicat-
ed that it will enforce a strong
travel restriction.

“On the advice of our med-
ical team, the Administration
does not intend to lift these
restrictions on 1/26.  In fact, we
plan to strengthen public health
measures around 
international travel in order to
further mitigate the spread of
COVID-19,” Psaki said in
another tweet. PTI 

Geneva: A panel of experts
commissioned by the World
Health Organisation has criti-
cised China and other coun-
tries for not moving to stem the
initial outbreak of the coron-
avirus earlier and questioned
whether the UN health agency
should have labelled it a pan-
demic sooner.

In a report issued on
Monday, the panel led by for-
mer Liberian President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf and former
New Zealand Prime Minister
Helen Clark said there were
“lost opportunities to apply
basic public health measures at

the earliest opportunity” and
that Chinese authorities could
have applied their efforts “more
forcefully” in January shortly
after the coronavirus began
sickening clusters of 
people.

“The reality is that only a
minority of countries took full
advantage of the information
available to them to respond to
the evidence of an
emerging pandemic,” the panel
said.

The experts also wondered
why WHO did not declare a
global public health emergency
sooner. AP

Mexico City:Authorities in  Gulf coast state
of Veracruz said on Monday that 12 men were
killed and their bodies dumped on a roadside
in what may have been a dispute between cat-
tle ranchers. The killings occurred in the rural
town of La Choapas, near the border with the
neighbouring state of Tabasco.

Veracruz Gov Cuitláhuac Garcia wrote in
a statement that “initial investigations suggest
a division between ranchers and helpers from
La Choapas and Uxpanapa.” 

He added that “abuses and threats
between them led to this unfortunate out-
come.”  The region is south of the crime-rid-
den city of Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz. AP

Buenos Aires (Argentina): A
6.4-magnitude earthquake
struck in northwestern
Argentina near the border with
central Chile, injuring at least
three people, authorities said
on Tuesday.

Two children and an adult
were hospitalised in San Juan
province in Argentina after
the quake hit just before mid-
night Monday, provincial Gov.
Sergio Uñac said. The shaking
caused the collapse of a house,
damage to roads and some
other buildings in several cities,
as well power and water cuts,
he said.

The U.S. Geological Survey
said the epicenter was 27.6 kilo-
meters (17 miles) southwest of
the Argentine town of Porcito
and struck at a depth of 14 kilo-
meters (nearly nine miles).

The quake was followed by
a magnitude 5.0 aftershock
about 15 minutes later and then
at least five more strong after-
shocks in the next hour rang-
ing from magnitude 5.3 to 4.8,
the USGS said. Strong shaking
was felt in Chile's capital,
Santiago. Chilean officials said
there were no immediate
reports of damage.  AP

Cairo: Libyan officials from
rival administrations on
Tuesday began talks in an
Egyptian Red Sea resort about
constitutional arrangements
for presidential and parlia-
mentary elections later this
year, the United Nations said.

According to the U.N.
Acting envoy for Libya,
Stephanie Williams, failure to
find an arrangement will have
“negative repercussions on the
other tracks, including the
security and economic situa-
tion.” 

She urged the gathering via
videocall to wrap up their dis-
cussions within a two-month
deadline agreed to in
November in Tunisia. That
agreement also called for pres-
idential and parliamentary
elections to be held on
December 24, 2021.

Oil-rich Libya sunk into
chaos following a NATO-
backed uprising that overthrew
and later killed dictator
Moammar Gadhafi in 2011. 

The North African country
is today divided into two rival
administrations, each backed
by an array of militias and for-
eign powers. AP

Peshawar: Policemen were deployed on
Tuesday to protect a Hindu temple in
northwest Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, days after a
leader of the minority community
demanded protection for the place of
worship fearing an attack by some mis-
chievous elements who wanted to
occupy its land.

The move comes after officials of
the District Evacuee Property Trust
Committee and District Revenue in a
meeting with Deputy Commissioner,
Abbotabad, on Tuesday held that
Havelian temple in Abbottabad district
is a historic religious structure and needs

protection. On the recommendations of
the officials in the meeting, Deputy
Commissioner Mughees Sanaullah
directed deployment of police person-
nel at the temple site for its protection.

On Sunday, Hindu community
leader Haroon Sarab Dayal said the tem-
ple in Havelian city is an old structure
and now the land mafia is out to destroy
this heritage.

“A handful of mischievous elements
wanted to occupy the temple land in
Havelian city to spread anarchy in the
country,” he said. The o f f i -
cials also held that the lease owner of
the temple could neither demolish nor

make any alterations in it or use the
structure for any commercial purpose.

The officials informed the meeting
that as per District Revenue Record, the
temple existed at the land which was
leased out to one Sardar Ramzan in
2013. Before that, the building was also
used by other people for different pur-
poses.

In December, a temple in Terri vil-
lage in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Karak
district was attacked by a mob after
members of the Hindu community
received permission from local author-
ities to renovate its decades-old build-
ing. PTI
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Moscow: The Kremlin on
Tuesday brushed off calls from
US and European officials to
release opposition leader Alexei
Navalny, who was arrested
after returned to Russia from
Germany following treatment
for nerve agent poisoning, call-
ing the situation with Navalny
“an absolutely internal matter.” 

Statements have come
from around the globe con-
demning the arrest and calling
for the immediate release of
Navalny, who blames his poi-
soning on President Vladimir
Putin's government. 

They add to the existing
tensions between Russia and
the West, with some EU coun-
tries suggesting the imposition
of additional sanctions against
Moscow.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters
Tuesday that “we can't and are
not going to take these state-
ments into account.” 

“We are talking about a
fact of non-compliance with
the Russian law by a citizen of
Russia. This is an absolutely
internal matter and we will not
allow anyone to interfere in it
and do not intend to listen to
such statements,” Peskov told
reporters. AP
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The vaccine maker also said that the vac-
cine recipient should also tell the healthcare
provider about all the medical conditions
before getting the Covishield vaccine including,
“if you have ever had a severe allergic reaction
(anaphylaxis) after any drug, food, any vaccine
or any ingredients of Covishield vaccine”.

The recipients should also mention to the
healthcare provider, if they have fever, if they
have a bleeding disorder or are on a blood thin-
ner and also if they are immuno-compromised
or are on a medicine that affects your immune
system, it added.

Also, when you get your dose, please discuss
with your healthcare provider regarding the
option of your vaccination record on a digital
platform, if available. The second dose is essen-
tial which should be administered between 4 to
6 weeks after the first dose.

)+#2=$2�2#21�$�02=2
 ./2$���1�/.= +

“Data show that we are in a comfortable sit-
uation and we would like to reassure you that
the two Covid-19 vaccines are safe. Of total vac-
cinated, 0.18 per cent were adverse events fol-
lowing immunisation, while 0.002 per cent had
to be hospitalised which is fairly low,” said Union
Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan at a press con-
ference here.

“These are fairly low, in fact lowest so far as
we know in the world in the first three days,”
Bhushan assured in the backdrop of a section
of health workers from across the country ques-
tioning the efficacy of the vaccines.

Latest updated data shows that overall, India
has vaccinated 6.31 lakh healthcare workers since
the commencement of the drive on January 16.
No case of severe or serious AEFI reported in
any State today,” the Ministry said in a statement.

He said that in a span of 24 hours, 2,23,669
people were vaccinated for Covid-19 across 3,930
sessions taking the cumulative total of people
vaccinated to 4,54,049 (across 7,860 sessions
conducted so far) in the country, he said.

“The important point here is that if we look
at the first week figures then the US conduct-
ed vaccinations of 5,56,208 people so that num-
ber will already cross by day 3. In the UK, in the

first seven days 1,37,897 were vaccinated, 516
people were vaccinated in France in the first
week and in Russia 52,000 people were vacci-
nated in the first week. So these are the com-
parative figures for you and we have just start-
ed so we will pick up speed,” he said.

About whether a person is liable for com-
pensation in case of an adverse event, Bhushan
said, “The vaccine (Covaxin) which has been
given emergency use authorisation under clin-
ical trial mode is accompanied by three docu-
ments. One is the factsheet which is read out and
explained to beneficiaries, second is a consent
form... And the third is an adverse event
reporting form where the recipient has to report
the adverse event for the first seven days.

“There, it is clearly mentioned that if there
is a causal relationship between immunisation
and the adverse event whether it is severe or seri-
ous the hospitalisation costs would be borne by
the authorities. That is the position as it exists
now,” he said.

Bhushan said nine States, including
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, are among the bet-
ter performing States and Union Territories with
over 70 per cent coverage.
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It has also been asked to detail data shar-
ing with other apps and if it captures informa-
tion about other apps running on the mobile
phones of the user.

The Parliamentary standing committee on
IT has summoned Facebook and  Twitter offi-
cials on January 21 in connection with the pre-
vention of misuse of social media.

The panel would discuss measures of safe-
guarding citizens rights and ways to prevent mis-
use of social media in the light of the evidence
presented to it by to the committee. 
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He said, “Currently Russia and India are
deeply involved in joint development and pro-
duction of military equipment, components and
spare parts as well as technologies sharing,
improving after-sales service system. We have
developed an advanced legal base for this pur-

pose.”
India and Russia had firmed up the deal for

five S-400 Triumf regiments despite objections
from the US and the threat of sanctions under
Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA). Incidentally, the US
has imposed sanctions against Turkey for strik-
ing deal for S-400s with Russia.

In a farewell address early this month, out-
going US Ambassador Kenneth Juster declined
to comment on whether the US would proceed
with CAATSA sanctions against India over the
S-400 purchase, but said India should consid-
er the impact of such purchases that constrain
“technology transfers” and other defence coop-
eration between India and the US.

On the ongoing defence cooperation,
Kudashev said along with the S-400, the two
sides successfully moving towards implemen-
tation of AK-203 rifle contract, 200 Ka-226T
utility helicopters supplies among others.

He also said the two countries are looking
forward to an early implementation of the spare
parts joint production agreement besides
strengthening maritime cooperation, including
in the Indian Ocean.”

As regards the S-400 deal, he said it was
within the framework of “just and equal rela-
tions based on the international law and the UN
Charter.

The Russian envoy last month had said
Russia’s ongoing deals with India for military
hardware, including S-400 air defence systems,
were “advancing well” despite the threat of
potential US sanctions.

Clarifying India’s stand on the deal, the
External Affairs Ministry earlier this month had
said it was part of India’s independent foreign
policy that guides defence acquisitions in line
with national security interests.

“India and the US have a comprehensive
global strategic partnership. India has a special
and privileged strategic partnership with Russia,”
Ministry spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said.

India has always pursued an independent
foreign policy. This also applies to our defence
acquisitions and supplies which are guided by
our national security interests,” he added.
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Biden, 78, will take the oath on his 127-year-

old family Bible, which will be held by his wife,
Jill Biden.

Biden, who will be the oldest President in
American history, will deliver his first presi-
dential address to the country after taking oath
shortly after noon. The historic speech, with the
theme of unity and healing, is being prepared
by his Indian-American speech writer Vinay
Reddy.

Harris, 56, will make history as the first
female, first Black and first South Asian
American Vice President when she will be sworn
in by Justice Sonia Sotomayor, the first Latina
member of the Supreme Court. Sotomayor
administered the oath to Biden as vice president
in 2013.

She will be sworn in on two Bibles — one
that belonged to a close family friend named
Regina Shelton and another that belonged to
Thurgood Marshall, the country's first African
American Supreme Court justice.

The scaled down inauguration is expected
to begin around 11 am. With an invocation by
Leo Jeremiah O'Donovan, a Jesuit priest who is
a close friend of the Biden family. Andrea Hall,
the first African American female firefighter to
become captain of the Fire Rescue Department
in South Fulton, Georgia, will recite the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Singer-dancer Lady Gaga will sing the
national anthem and Amanda Gorman, who
became the country's first Youth Poet Laureate
in 2017, will read a poem she has written for the
occasion called "The Hill We Climb." She
would be followed by a performance by actress-
singer Jennifer Lopez.

Silvester Beaman, pastor of Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Wilmington,
Delaware, will deliver a benediction. After the
swearing-in ceremony, Biden and Harris will
attend a traditional Pass in Review with mem-
bers of the military on the East Front of the
Capitol, signifying the peaceful transfer of
power to a new commander-in-chief.

Biden, Harris and their spouses will visit
Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia, where
they will lay a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier.

After the wreath ceremony, they will head
to the White House, where they will get a
presidential escort.  That  will  kick off the
virtual "Parade Across America," featuring
performances from all 56 states and territo-
ries.
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Edappadi Palaniswami,

who is also the co-coordinator
of the AIADMK, said in New
Delhi on Tuesday that there
was no possibility of VK
Sasikala, the jailed aide to late
Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa,
returning to the party.

The TN Chief Minister
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Monday. During his meeting
with the Prime Minister,
Palaniswami extended the for-
mer an invitation to visit the
State for inaugurating a slew of
projects there.

Ruling out Sasikala’s inclu-
sion in the AIADMK-led front,
Palaniswami said, “There is no
chance… She is not with the
party now. I can say that ...
100 per cent…there is no
chance of Sasikala returning 
to AIADMK.” The fact that he
shut the door of Sasikala after
his  meeting with Modi and
Shah  is significant.

Sasikala is serving a four-
year-jail term in Bengaluru’s
Parappana Agrahara Central
Jail in connection with the
disproportionate asset case in
which she was an accused
along with late Jayalalithaa,

and two others. All the accused
were sentenced to four-year
rigorous imprisonment by a
special court in Bengaluru
which was upheld by the
Supreme Court.

Sasikala’s prison term is
coming to an end on January
26 and she would be released
on January 27, said her lawyer
S Pandian. Sasikala was elect-
ed General Secretary of the
AIADMK by its general 
council on December 29, 
2016. Edappadi and O
Panneerselvam convened a
General Council meeting of the
AIADMK in August 2017 
and abolished the post of gen-
eral secretary.

Palaniswamy said on
Tuesday that Sasikala entered
the party only after the demise
of Jayalalithaa, but he was
silent about the December 29,
2016 general council meeting
held at Chennai (which was
attended by him also) that
unanimously elected Sasikala as
General Secretary.

Hints of a patch-up
between the AIADMK and
Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhakam floated by TTV
Dhinakaran (Sasikala’s
nephew) are in the air. Former
AIADMK Minister Gokula
Indira had staged a demon-
stration against Udhayanidhi
Stalin, the heir apparent in the
DMK, for his derogatory
speech against Palaniswamy
and Sasikala. A number of
current MLAs owe their posi-
tion to the Chinnamma (as
Sasikala is addressed even by
Palaniswamy).
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The year 2020 will be remem-
bered for many events from eco-

nomic slowdown to President
Trump’s defeat and from stock
market crash to rumour of Kim
Jong (North Korea leader) being
dead. But one that leaves the mark
in minds and impacted everyone is
COVID-19, which has changed the
way we work, live, communicate or
think. Many technology profes-
sionals and enthusiasts lost their
jobs during this pandemic and
technology start-ups shut shop due
to limited cash flows. 2020 college
graduates faced difficulty to kick
start their career and those gradu-
ating in 2021 are confused or
stressed.

Not everything is gloomy
though as COVID had few positive
impacts such as corporates adopt-
ing work from home, professionals
learning new skills and most impor-
tant driving digital transformation
adoption by 3x times for most of the
businesses, governments and con-
sumers across the globe.

A career mantra we recom-
mend and which is applicable for
any professional any time and more
so for 2021 is 3L — Learn, Leverage
and Lead to build “T-shape” profile.

Learn: 2020 taught us that we
need to learn to adapt lifelong and
not get in our comfort zones.
Technology professionals should
continue to re-skill or up skill
themselves in the latest technologies
and trends. Cloud architects and
developers can learn new cloud plat-
forms, mobile app developers can
ensure to know a few competing
languages or frameworks (ex: React,
Android, Angular or Flutter) and so

on. While I advise to build a deep
expertise in one or two areas, at
times it is good to have few breadths
in other relevant technologies or
functional domains. Someone with
T-shape skill profile can always
move to adjacent domains or exper-
tise if their existing area becomes
irrelevant or too competitive.
Example would be embedded soft-
ware programmer while having
strength in C, Python or NodeJS
should also build some under-
standing of hardware architecture,
PCB designing, design optimisation
and probably soft skills to build

stronger EQ (Emotional Quotient).
Leverage: Technology profes-

sionals at times ignore power of
building wider and stronger net-
work but in situationsahead of us it
becomes important to not only
have technology skills but people
skills and relationship building atti-
tude. Finding the right job or career
path can be easier if you learn how
to leverage your network. If you
know how to give back to your net-
work you will always find someone
referring you for an excellent job or
position. One can build network
within their organisation, online on

LinkedIn, participating in com-
munities, attending focus groups or
simply following people. Mentor
who can guide you closely can also
play a critical role in your career
decisions.

Lead: Technology professionals
with experience of 8+ years usual-
ly find it boring or stagnating if they
continue to work in the same area
or domain for long. Some opt for
management programs in order to
move up the career chain and oth-
ers shift domain or skills. 

I strongly advise that in addition
to building technology skills to
focus on functional and soft skills.
Take initiatives at your work place
by teaching, building focus groups
or simply ideating on the project at
hand and show you can drive a pro-
ject, a team or open to take more
responsibilities. Future is unpre-
dictable hence it is critical you build
leadership skills to differentiate in
a hyper competitive environment.

The economic growth moves in
cycles so there will be uptime and
again downward trends hence it's
key to use the time you have in 2021
to follow my 3L strategy and strive
to have a “T-shape” career or skill
profile.
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Whether you realise it or not, psycholo-
gy impacts every aspect of your life. It
doesn’t matter if you have ever taken

a psychology course or if you have preexisting
supreme knowledge and information about
this topic. What’s necessary is that you learn to
use a few psychological interview tricks before
you attempt to land your dream job. After all,
you only get one chance to make a good first
impression.

Make sure time is on your side
If the hiring manager offers you some flex-

ibility in choosing an interview time, be sure you
choose it wisely. Psychological reasons, says, it’s
wisest to look for an interview slot between 10
and 10:30 am on a Tuesday, Wednesday or
Thursday. As your interviewer will be in a bet-
ter head space to pay attention to your answers.
Also, he/she will be more likely to be in a decent
mood, which will make it convenient to build a
rapport.

Avoid excessive smiling
There’s no need to scowl at your interview-

er — but you’ll also want to avoid keeping a giant
grin across your face And it’s not that you're
mean, it’s purely psychological. A person that
smiles too often is believed to be less serious and
also too much smiling can look fake. Moreover,
studies have also discovered that excessive smil-

ing is not a good way to impress your interviewer
and for certain professions, smiling too much can
undermine your success in a job interview. 

Address your interviewer by name
“Remember that a person's name is to that

person the sweetest and most important sound
in any language,” wrote Dale Carnegie in his
book, How to Win Friends and Influence People.

The recruiter will instantly warm up to you
once you will address them by their name.
Subsequently, the interviewer probably has
more interest in what you are saying. Moreover,
Carnegie suggests using interviewer’s name a few
times in an interview where appropriate, espe-
cially when you’re saying goodbye can make a
lasting impression.

Mirror your recruiter’s body language
Let’s face it; your interviewer is going to base

a major part of their decision on whether or not
they like your personality. Therefore, it’s sug-
gested to mimic the recruiter’s mannerisms as
by reflecting their behaviour, the similarities
establish a bond. This approach puts the inter-
viewer at ease, promoting trust and likeability. 

For example, note the interviewer’s com-
munication style (whether formal or casual), and
try to adapt the same. If they lean forward, like-
wise adjust your posture. Furthermore, echoing
their voice tone and pitch is another great psy-

chological trick that you can employ in your next
job interview

Confidence is the key 
Act confident, even if you don’t feel confi-

dent. This is because recruiters don’t only take
your professionalism and experience into
account, but also your confidence level. When
you come off as authentic, passionate, confident,
comfortable, and enthusiastic, recruiters are more
likely to hire you and it increases your chances
of getting selected.

Colour check is necessary
Did you know that colors portray certain

traits? Base your color choice on the image you
wish to project as the color of your clothes has
a big impact on how other people see you. For
example, if you’re wearing a blue or a brown suit,
it means that you’re a serious candidate and grey
signifies you’re logical, focused, and analytical.
However, keep the point in consideration to not
wear a lot of orange because it’s sometimes
viewed as unprofessional.

Don’t forget to make eye contact 
Don’t be bashful — when you first meet your

interviewer or your interviewer comes to greet
you, look them in the eye. Moreover, it’s also wise
to make eye contact off and on throughout the
entire interview.

In a study conducted at Northeastern

University, researchers asked participants to
watch videos of strangers talking to each other
for the first time and then rate how knowl-
edgeable each person seemed. Results showed
that the people who consistently made eye con-
tact while speaking were considered more intel-
ligent than those who didn’t make eye contact.

Demonstrate reflective listening
Reflective listening means to repeat back

your interviewer’s statement or question in your
own words, while you are answering. Studies have
shown that reflective listening can increase your
chances of getting hired, as it does not make you
look and sound interested and intelligent, but it
also shows you have good listening skills. 

Don’t interrupt
Interrupting someone elicits negative feel-

ings. Never interrupt your recruiter, even when
you think that your thoughts align with him/her
and it shows that you're on the same page.
Interruption can seem to be rude and also depicts
a lack of listening skills. 

It would be witty to consider the above-men-
tioned checks before landing for an interview. No
interview is good or bad, successful or failed, but
an experience in itself to understand the value
of communication. 
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The KISS is the world’s largest
residential tribal university,
home to thirty thousand

indigenous students who are pro-
vided nutrition, holistic formal &
vocational education from KG to PG
absolutely free of cost. It was estab-
lished in 1992-93 by renowned edu-
cationist & social activist Prof Dr
Achyuta Samanta. Further it is the
embodiment of empowerment of the
marginalised, underprivileged group
of students who have become change
agents for their communities by
providing emancipation from acute
poverty through education.

Swapna, is a small girl following
the trail of light & life from the dis-
tant horizon of darkness. She is
nature’s child, yet teary eyed facing
the vicissitudes of life. Her beloved
parents who have shown her the
light of the day are no longer in this
world leaving her alone to live a life
without an identity. Yes, she is
Swapna  Kujur, the  daughter of Sunil
and  Sia Kujur from the remote
Bansikar  village of Sundergarh
district, belonging to the Oraon trib-
al community.  She had lost both of
her parents in early childhood &
grew up without parental love &
affection. 

After the death of her parents,
all the three siblings along with
Swapna came to the streets with the
old grandmother accompanying
them. Of course the old  & helpless
lady could hardly support her grand-

daughters. Even two squares of
meals were out of reach and they
suffered from pangs of hunger &
acute poverty. She had to go to the
forest to gather fire wood to arrange
for food. The struggles increased day
by day. Swapna  became a road con-
struction worker to survive, when
she had not understood even the
meaning of life.  The siblings did not
have a roof on their heads.  Even the
children had no clothes to cover
their naked bodies. Such is the
condition of dire poverty. Mother
nature could no longer tolerate
their plight. A  good Samaritan of
the village gave them shelter in his
house, when they were clutching to
the last straw for their survival.
Memories of late parents surged in
& they cried. 

But amongst all these troubles,
Swapna nurtured a beautiful dream
in her heart. She wanted to study.
But it was a day dream for her as the
village had no roads or schools near-
by. At this juncture,  her fate took a
turn for the better and a determined
Swapna could reach KISS, accom-
panied by a villager who was trying
to get her own daughter admitted to
KISS. Before this, Swapna had only
heard about the institute. Her long
cherished dream had begun to take
shape & she was admitted to class -
I in 2010. 

Her ecstasy knew no bounds as
she entered the  hallowed portals of
KISS, the temple of learning for

many disadvantaged children like
her. She enjoyed first full meal & was
lost in a peaceful sleep at KISS on a
mattress in the hostel building.  

Days have passed by. Swapna is
now in Class VIII &. She could find
her long lost parents amidst the
teachers of KISS.  Happy productive
days are here for Swapna. Gone are
the days, when she did not find a
single piece of cloth to cover her
body & took refuge under the open
sky in the jungles.  KISS has given
a new lease of life to her & she is
enjoying every moment of her new
found experience. Yet she is unhap-
py with the continuing poverty
stricken life of her siblings. 

She feels the comfort of nature’s
lap in KISS. She is aware, had it not
been for KISS, she would not have
been anywhere. She is indebted to
the father like figure of  Prof
Samanta, who has protected so
many marginalised, poor children
like her from the jaws of acute pover-
ty & hunger. It is Prof Samanta  who
has understood the meaning of
hunger in its true sense & has been
providing free education, food, shel-
ter & clothing to thousands of poor
& little children like her. 

Because of KISS, Swapna is
growing in the path of progress. She
is getting opportunity to develop her
culture and craft. Now she is the
change agent for her community &
is in the path of realising her long
cherished dreams.
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The result of Company Secretaries
Foundation Programme examina-

tion held in 149 centres across the
nation including one overseas centre at
Dubai on  December 26 and December
27, 2020 has been declared on January
18, 2021 at 11:00 am at New Delhi and
released to all the Regional and Chapter
Offices of the Institute throughout the
country for information of all con-
cerned. 

In addition to making available the
result along with subject wise break-up
of marks on the institute’s website —
www.icsi.edu the ICSI has extended the
facility of downloading of e-Result-

cum-Marks Statement by the candi-
dates.  In December, 2020 session, 70.22
per cent of candidates passed the
Foundation Programme examination.

Balaji B G from Bengaluru Centre
secured All India first rank; Priya Jain
from Jabalpur centre and Aparna
Mukesh Agrawal from Bhayander cen-
tre jointly secured All India second
rank; and Nikita Jain from
Bhubaneswar centre and Chiraag
Agarwal from Kolkata (North) centre
jointly secured All India third rank in
the examination.  

The next examination will be held
on June 5 and 6, 2021.
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The two day

N a t i o n a l
Conference of

Practising Company
Secretaries culminated
in Udaipur on 16
January, 2021 with
invaluably intriguing
technical sessions.

The first session of
the day on Enhancing
Quality & Governance
encompassed a discus-
sion on an assemblage
of Secretarial
Standards, Secretarial

Audit, Auditing
Standards, UDIN,
ECSIN, Peer Review,
Code of Conduct and
Ethics.

The second session
on Embracing Winning
Strategies dealt in
details with the Art of
Advocacy, Opinion
writing, Mega Firms,
Networking and Multi-
D i s c i p l i n a r y
Partnerships giving an
insight of the
dynamism and chal-

lenges of the practice
side. 

Sharing his experi-
ence as a Practising

Company Secretary
and as the President of
the Institute, CS Ashish
Garg, President, The

ICSI, said, “While the
Institute has taken the
responsibility of pro-
moting a culture of
good governance in all
spheres in the country;
on the other, it is the
members i.e. the
Company Secretaries
and the Governance
Professionals who are
entrusted with the
responsibility of dis-
pensing off their duties
with greater enthusi-
asm and transparency.”

The Institute of
C o m p a n y

Secretaries of India has
elected CS Nagendra D
Rao, as President and CS
Devendra V Deshpande,
as Vice-President of for
the year 2021 w.e.f.
January 19, 2021.

A fellow member of
The ICSI, CS Nagendra
D Rao is a Designated
Partner and Founder of
CS Nagendra D Rao and
Associates, LLP, a firm of
Practising Company
Secretaries in

Bengaluru. He was elect-
ed to the Central
Council of the ICSI for
the term 2019-2022 and
served as Vice-President
of The ICSI for the year
2020 before being elect-
ed as President for 2021.

A fellow member
of the ICSI, CS
Devendra V Deshpande
was elected to the
Central Council of the
ICSI for the term 2019
— 2022. He is a
Nominee Director at
ICSI IIP. 
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Entrepreneurship means will-
ing to take risks, organise
and live your dream in an

ever evolving and competitive
global market. Entrepreneurs are
those who desire to innovate,
produce, lead and pioneer in their
own field, but 2020 was the year
that imparted some valuable
lessons to everyone all across the
world. 

The COVID-19 pandemic
hurled innumerable challenges
for entrepreneurs especially for
those who just embarked on the
journey of entrepreneurship. But
as the worst is behind us, we know
the success mantra of all entre-
preneurs in this pandemic was the
up-gradation of skills. And entre-
preneurship is all about upgrading
your skills over time. In 2021, to
wade through the tough terrain of
life we all should inculcate entre-
preneurial skills in students. So
here are specific traits of entre-
preneurs that will make one
equipped to take life challenges
head-on.

Traffic Communication Skills
One of the most prominent

skills for being entrepreneurs is
terrific communication skills. That

plays a catalytic role not only in the
success of entrepreneurs but also
all paves the way for the success of
each one of us in almost every
walk of life. Pandemic is a golden
time for students to learn various
skills that helps them to shape
their future. A good communica-
tor will emerge victorious in
almost all walks of life.

Upgrading Skills
Learning is a never ending

process for students which helps
them to upgrade themselves for
creating their better version in
their desired field. One success
sutra uncovered by this pandem-
ic is that how quickly acclimatise
yourself in consonance with any
situation determined your success.
During the pandemic when a for-
midable existential crisis was
posed by the pandemic the success
of entrepreneurs and ventures
was determined on the premise of
how quickly they pivoted to new
businesses.

Thus entrepreneurs reorient-
ed their business model and
strategies. Thus willingness to
upgrade and acclimatise to any sit-
uation befallen on you deter-
mines your success. Thus this trait

should be inculcated by us in 2021.
These entrepreneurial skills will let
students stride on path of success.

Crisis Management Skills
It’s not easy to tackle any cri-

sis but your role to manage the sit-
uation is define your skills or
mind-set towards it. For students
the most important skill set that
leads to the sparkling success of
any entrepreneur is his acumen for
crisis management. Standing firm
in the face of crisis, wading
through the crisis and emerging
victorious are few traits associat-
ed with entrepreneurs. But this
skill holds immense value in our
lives when we should be ready to
grapple with any untoward inci-
dent and emerge victoriously. So,
it would be apt to say we all should
strive to inculcate this entrepre-
neurial trait in 2021 when 2020
shows us that we have to hold
strong in the face of crisis and any
extenuating circumstances.

Optimal Use of resources
Resources are mostly limited

in nature whether its natural or
man-made, so students need to
always keep in mind to use
resources potentiality. Another

important entrepreneurial skill
that leads to success is their abil-
ity to optimally use all the
resources. And that is the quality
that if transpired into our personal
lives will also make our personal
and professional lives hassle-free
and smooth. This trait can not
only give entrepreneurs marvel-
lous success but can also bring
huge success for you.

Ability to Take Risks
Entrepreneurship is the pro-

fession associated with taking
risks and making the maximum
out of any opportunity. But this
risk-taking ability will not create
rags to riches story only for the
entrepreneurs rather this can be a
game changer for all of us even in
our personal lives. The 2021 will
be all about risk-taking abilities
and entrepreneurial skill will come
to rescue in your personal life too.

Thus 2020 brought lessons for
us that it's not only for students or
entrepreneurs to enhance their
skills but it’s equally important to
learn entrepreneurial skills to sail
through all the extenuating cir-
cumstances of life.
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The 2021 marks the beginning of
not only a new decade but also a
new normal. This new normal

will pose new challenges to old process-
es and old ways that old businesses have
thus far followed. The growing strength
of start-ups and new ventures will
become the foundation of a new self-
reliant and digital India. Start-ups
with new processes and new tech-
nologies are defining the new normal.

The biggest priority for start-ups in
2021 will be to build business models
that are efficient, agile, and sustainable.
It will be critical for start-ups to start
searching for the right combination of
processes, technology, and people in
2021 to provide new and better ways
around such challenges. To achieve this,
they will need to be modular. Start-ups
will have to integrate people, process-
es, and technology into a single model
that allows each of these elements to be
repeatedly dismantled, designed, and
deployed to adapt to disruptions. 

Businesses have been using
processes that were deemed right until
some time ago. These processes have
low technology penetration, offline col-
laboration platforms, and disjoint
workflows that necessitate people's
onsite presence and increase exposure
to health risks. The pandemic has cre-
ated new benchmarks. Old businesses
now need to test and validate their
existing processes against first princi-
ples. They need to introspect on how
an economy of 1.3 billion people can
continue to produce goods and services,
have access to stable income streams,
and get recognised for creating value in
the face of adversity. Innovation focused
start-ups can enable legacy businesses
to explore new processes.

Start-ups will first come about
using new processes that provide new
ways where none previously existed and
better alternatives than the existing
ones. They will enter the fray as prod-
uct and process innovation providers
that create balance sheet impact for old
businesses. Those that will be agile will
be the first to roll out new products and
processes in the market will earn the tag
of belonging to a select group of busi-
nesses that truly innovate. A lot of this
innovation will involve digitalisation
and technology integration in diverse
capacities, as is evidenced by the shift

from offline to online processes
through the pandemic.

The new decade will bring disrup-
tions characterised by high volume,
velocity, and variety of change. Fiscal
policy interventions from govern-
ments, advisories from consulting
companies, and businesses' initiatives
will have to be a step ahead of such
unseen changes and build deterrence
capabilities well in advance. Institutions
will have to move towards a new nor-
mal of collecting, analysing, and inter-
preting data for decision making, get-
ting higher predictability about the
future, and staying ahead of the curve.
Startups born from technology inno-
vations in emerging technologies like
big data, artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and cloud computing will
enable businesses, Governments, and
social enterprises to achieve unprece-
dented levels of proactive institution-
al behavior.

New techniques that demonstrate
tangible value for customers, and pro-
tect the lives and livelihoods of people,
will sustain, attract talent, and get sup-
port from investors and Government
to grow into new businesses of tomor-
row. 2021 will, in a way, set the pre-
conditions for start-ups to take off
towards building a self-reliant and
digital India. 
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The University of Sheffield,
UK invites applications for
its  Computer Science

Excellence Scholarship. The schol-
arships will be awarded in recog-
nition of academic excellence to
overseas students starting an
undergraduate degree September
2021 in the Department of
Computer Science at the University
of Sheffield. 

Award: Up to £2000
Eligibility: Attain A level

grades of A*A*A (or above), or
equivalent, including an A* in
Mathematics.

Make the University of
Sheffield your first (firm) choice in
the UCAS application process for
2021 entry. 

Apply to study a full-time
undergraduate programme in the
Department of Computer Science.

Be classed as an international
student for tuition fee purposes. 

Be taking all prerequisite sub-
jects for your selected degree

The university will offer the
scholarship in the form of a cash
bursary at the start of your course
should you be eligible.

How to apply: The scholarship
amount is depended on your aca-
demic achievement please email
the Undergraduate Admissions
Team: ug-compsci@sheffield.ac.uk.

For full details and terms
please visit -
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/engi-
neering/study/scholarships-inter-
national-excellence

Application deadline: The
last date to apply is June 2021.

The Monash University,
Melbourne, Australia invites
applications for up to 25
Engineering International
Undergraduate Excellence stu-
dentships to students willing to
enlist in a bachelor engineering
programme.

Eligibility: You can apply for
this high achiever prize if you are
an international student who is cur-
rently in year 12 (or equivalent), or
completed year 12 (or equivalent)
in the previous year and have not
undertaken any other tertiary
study. The candidates must have a
full offer or a conditional offer on
meeting English requirements. 

Supporting documents:
Applicants must prepare to submit
a transcript, a statement, a copy of
educational certificates and other
required at the time of application.
Check all required documents
needed. Email your documents as
a single PDF to sebs.csu.docu-
ments@monash.edu.

Admission requirements:
Applicants must have achieved a
minimum equivalent ATAR score
of 95.00 to take enrolment in an
engineering course at Monash.

Language requirement:
Before you apply to Monash, you
must meet the minimum English
language requirements.

How to apply: Applications are
not necessary, when you submit a
course application at the Monash
University you will automatically
eligible for the grant program.

Application deadline: Apply
now.
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An amalgamation of fascinating life
stories that scripted one of the most
memorable moments in the histo-

ry of Indian cricket.
The men who humbled Australia in

their own backyard, defying odds and
naysayers, are not the ones staring from
the billboards in manic metro cities but
shy, quiet and unassuming characters from
the suburbs and the hinterlands.

These are strong character artists of
an author-backed film rather than mega
stars with bulging biceps of 200-crore pot-
boilers.

Pioneer Sport presents back stories of
the magnificent bunch which gave Indian
cricket ‘a win to remember’ for ages to
come.

RISHABH PANT
Rourkee has always been known for

its finest engineering college, now an IIT

but this is also the hometown of Rishabh
Pant, son of school owner parents. There
was a time that on occasions a young Pant,
accompanied by his mother would reach

Delhi in wee hours of morning on
weekends to attend training at the
famed Sonnet Club and before the
crack of dawn rest at the Gurdwara
before heading to the ground. He
played an IPL game days after his father
Rajendra’s sudden demise.

MOHAMMED SIRAJ
Son of an auto-rickshaw driver

from Hyderabad’s Lancer. He lost
his father during the tour but
decided to stay for the team
and miss the last rites. He got
a maiden five for in his
debut series and was all
choked up while dedi-
cating the feat to the
memory of his father.
The youngster han-
dled racist abuse
from Australian fans
with the same
resolve.

NAVDEEP SAINI
Son of a bus driver from

Karnal, he used to play tennis
ball matches for �1000. Delhi

first-class player Sumit Narwal brought
him for the Ranji Trophy nets where then
captain Gautam Gambhir picked him for

tournament-proper. It was met
with stiff resistance from none
other than Bishan Singh Bedi
who protested that a player
outside Delhi domicile was
being picked. This led to
Gambhir putting his foot down
and he never misses an oppor-
tunity to remind the detractors
what Saini seemed capable of

even at that time.

SHUBMAN GILL
The heir apparent of Virat

Kohli was born in a Punjab vil-
lage called Fazilka to an affluent
farmer family. His grandfather
had prepared a pitch in the
farming field for his dearest
grandson before his father
decided to shift to Mohali so
that his son’s cricketing ambi-
tions got wings. He was a
member of the India U-19

World Cup team. Recently, on
his Instagram account, he had

voiced his support for ongoing farmers’
protest.

CHETESHWAR PUJARA
The man from Rajkot is not very

expressive but has dealt with adversity
because of a strong mental make-up
largely due to his coach and father Arvind
Pujara. He lost his mother while playing
junior cricket but never wavered from his
goal despite the tragedy. Those hits on the
body and knuckles in Brisbane on Tuesday
will be the medals he would like to wear
all his life.

SHARDUL THAKUR

He comes from Palghar and as a 13-
year-old had hit six sixes for his school
Vivekananda International Borivali in a
Harris Shield Match. Who is the most cel-
ebrated alumni of Vivekananda
International? India’s white ball legend
Rohit Sharma. Both Shardul and Rohit
have had the same childhood coach —
Dinesh Lad, whose son Siddhesh also
plays for Mumbai.

WASHINGTON SUNDAR
The name Washington was his

father’s tribute to his own mentor PD
Washington, who had funded his stud-
ies and kits when he was young and faced
financial hardships. A month after PD
Washington’s death, his own son was
born and he named him Washington
Sundar.

He was a opening batsman back in
2016 during U-19 days. But his talent as
an off-break bowler came to fore when
Rahul Dravid and Paras Mhambrey told
him to focus on his bowling in order to
make the next grade. But batting remains
his first love and India now has a ready
replacement of Ravichandran Ashwin as
and when required.

T NATARAJAN
From the remote vil lage of

Chinnappampatti in Tamil Nadu, the son
of a daily wage labourer at one point in
time couldn’t buy bowling spikes. And
then IPL riches came along but he never
forgot his roots.

He has built a cricket academy in his
native place and helps talented but needy
cricketers. His child was born during the
IPL but he will now get to see him for the
first time in next few days and live to tell
a tale.

AJINKYA RAHANE (CAPTAIN)
The everyday man on that Mumbai

local train travelling from Mulund to
Azad and Cross Maidan. Rahane is
someone who had a black belt in karate
as a teenager, and honed his skills under
former India batsman Praveen Amre.

Did you know that Rahane’s first ever
first-class match was in Pakistan and not
India? It was in Karachi where Quaid-e-
Azam champions Karachi Urbans met
Ranji Trophy champions Mumbai. 
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They say heroes are ordinary peo-
ple doing extraordinary stuff. If
one wanted to see a Live demon-
stration of it, Gabba was the place
to be where Australia’s cricketing

pride and invincibility was torn to shreds
by a bunch of Indian rookies who didn’t
seem to care for either history or reputa-
tions.

A target of 328 lay in front of them and
with all the broken bones and bruised bod-
ies in the dressing room, it would have been
perfectly understandable to chase a draw to
retain that coveted Border-Gavaskar trophy.

But they wanted more and that’s pre-
cisely what they walked away with.

So what if their regular captain was on
paternity leave? So what if their pace
spearhead and premier all-rounder were out
injured? So what if the crowd in Sydney had
caused some mental scars with their racist
chants?

So what? Asked a lot which had seen
adversity of a more intense kind in their per-
sonal lives. They knew all about it and on
the field, they showed how to stand up to
it.

On Tuesday, a minefield of talent
called Rishabh Pant (89 not out off 138
balls) channelled his inner Mad Max to
scare the daylights out of the Australians
with his breathtaking strokeplay. He could-
n’t care less for the history that the home
team had not lost at ‘Fortress Gabba’ in the
past 32 years.

He was out to change it.
Coach Ravi Shastri knew how momen-

tous it was. He would know, he was part of
the ride and he made no bones about it.

“It is the toughest tour ever. Nothing
surpasses this. After 36 all out, this is unre-
al,” Shastri said, admitting that at the end
of it all, he had tears in his eyes.

If Shastri’s intense declaration reflect-
ed his flamboyance, stand-in captain
Ajinkya Rahane’s reticence shone through

in his response.
“I looked good because everyone con-

tributed,” he said.
The highlights package of Pant’s battle

with Nathan Lyon can be enjoyed repeat-
edly in times to come as he demolished the
100-Test man in company of debutant
Washington Sundar (22), who hooked the
world’s best fast bowler, Pat Cummins, for
a six.

No one moved from their seats as Pant
cut, drove, and paddle-swept to make a state-
ment to his detractors while gifting India one
of their finest overseas wins during the dying
moments of the final session with an off-dri-
ven boundary.

While Shubman Gill (91 off 146 balls)
announced his arrival on the global stage,
Cheteshwar Pujara (56 off 211 balls) sur-
passed all the pain barriers en route his slow-
est Test fifty that held the game in balance
for Pant to launch a final assault.

The Australian team wouldn’t feel too
good about not being able to win a Test
match with an opposition that was finding
it difficult to field a fit first XI a day prior
to the Test match.

Add to it, the visitors were also left quite
hurt by the racial slurs directed at the likes
of Mohammed Siraj and Jasprit Bumrah by

the crowd during the Sydney Test.
The series will be remembered for ages

and the impact that Ajinkya Rahane’s team
had on the cricketing fraternity and the fans
in general will be written in golden words
when a fresh history of Test cricket after 2000
is written.

In terms of relevance, a series win with-
out Virat Kohli, Mohammed Shami,
Ravindra Jadeja, Ravichandran Ashwin
and Jasprit Bumrah not being available at
various points, is zillion times more signif-
icant than the 2-1 win in 2018-19 when the
opposition didn’t have Steve Smith and
David Warner in its ranks.

First time, people celebrated draws,
became empathetic to players with limited
abilities and believed in their team.

The stands were near-about empty at the
Gabba thanks to the Covid-19 crowd
restrictions but make no mistake that Test
cricket seemed well and truly alive and kick-
ing.

With its beautiful ebbs and flows, the
fifth day was witness to three separate
schools of batsmanship, so very dissimilar
to each other.

Gill, who is now going to be the “Real
Deal”, was free-flowing in his stroke-mak-
ing with his “beside the line of the ball” tech-

nique as he rode the bounce to hammer
home the advantage and briefly make
India favourites to win the battle.

The two sixes off Mitchell Starc — a
slash over backward point and a thump over
deep mid-wicket — will be the ones for the
keeps.

The disdain while thrashing the
Australian bowlers would have made even
Sachin Tendulkar and Virat Kohli proud.

India have now got Kohli’s heir appar-
ent and the 21-year-old is here to stay for
the longest time.

Pujara, on the other hand, saw the
Australian try out the menacing short ball
tactic. He took a few on the helmet, a few
more on the chest and other parts and a
painful one on the knuckles but remained
unfazed.

Gill and Pujara showed that there are
multiple ways to skin a cat.

If Pujara was ready to duck, sway and
cop body blows off Josh Hazlewood and
Cummins, showing the art of survival, Gill,
on his first tour of Australia, was ready to
be the intimidator by bringing the pull shot
out of his repertoire.

The duo, during its 114-run stand,
showed that very contrasting styles can co-
exist without conflict even as fans of both

genres argue who has the more appropri-
ate approach for the format.

Even Pant with his cavalier ways would
have added his two cents to the debate on
various styles.

But for the uninitiated, the three distinct
schools can be suitably de-constructed —
Pujara’s was more of investing in an LIC pol-
icy with safe returns while Gill’s approach,
with his collars-up, was akin to mutual funds
and Pant would most likely play his game
in high-stakes stock market where winner
takes it all but at times at a heavy price.

While the final day performance is sure
to hold a special place but the story of this
match won’t be complete without a more
than honourable mention of what Shardul
Thakur and Washington Sundar did on the
third morning and afternoon.

Had that partnership not been there, it
wouldn’t have been as easy for India as it
seemed in the end. Thakur and Washington
gave hope of a fight, Pujara, Gill and Pant,
with their performances, honoured that
fight.

Coach Ravi Shastri was once panned for
his “best travelling Indian team” comment
but after January 19, very few would disagree
that this is the “toughest Indian team on
road”. 
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After playing a key role in India’s
breathtaking and successful run chase

in the series-deciding fourth Test against
Australia, Rishabh Pant on Tuesday called
the historic win as the “biggest moment”
of his life.

“This is one of the biggest moments
of my life now, and I’m happy that all the
support staff and all my teammates sup-
ported me even when I wasn’t playing,”
Pant said at the post-match presentation
ceremony.

India did not play Pant in either the
preceding ODI or the T20 series. But the
young wicketkeeper-batsman made an
impression in the Test series, playing a
combative 97-run knock in the second
innings in Sydney and again here on
Tuesday.

“It’s been a dream series. The team
management always backs me and tells
me, you are a match-winner and you have

to go win the match for the team. I keep
thinking every day that I want to win
matches for India, and I did it today,” Pant
said.

India skipper Ajinkya Rahane initial-
ly struggled to find words but gathered
himself to praise his courageous team-
mates.

“It means a lot to us. I don’t know how
to describe this, but our boys showed a lot
of character and determination after the
Adelaide Test,” Rahane, who led India in
the absence of Virat Kohli, said.

“I’m really proud of each individual.”
Australia captain Tim Paine gracious-

ly admitted that they were outplayed by the
Indians.

“We were here to win the series, but we
have just been outplayed by a disciplined
and tough Indian side who fully deserve the
series win. We have to look back over a lot
of things, and we’ll go through it as a group.

“We have been outplayed by a better
side this series,” he said.
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Outplayed by an inexperienced and
injury-plagued India, a shocked

Australia head coach Justin Langer on
Tuesday said one massive lesson that he
has learnt from the setback is to “never
ever, ever underestimate” the “really
tough” players from that country.

A visibly shaken Langer lauded
India for the lion-hearted effort to win
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2-1 despite
playing with a second-string side, espe-
cially after being decimated inside three
days in the series-opener in Adelaide.
That loss included India’s lowest-ever Test
score of 36 in the second innings.

“It was an incredible Test series and
in the end there is always a winner or a
loser. Today Test cricket is the winner. It’s
gonna hurt us big time. India deserved
full credit. They have been outstanding
but we have learnt lessons from it,” Langer
told Channel 7.

“First, you can never take anything
for granted, second never ever, ever
underestimate the Indians. There are 1.5
billions Indians and if you play in that
first eleven you got to be really tough,
don’t you?”

Langer said the fightback after the
Adelaide debacle was nothing short of
remarkable especially after injury-forced
ouster of big players like Jasprit Bumrah
and Ravindra Jadeja.

India found new stars such as
Shubman Gill, Washington Sundar,
Shardul Thakur and Mohammed Siraj
among others who surprised the Aussies
with their never-say-die spirit.

“I can’t compliment India enough.
They haven’t gone away after that first
Test match which we won in three days,
bowled them out for 30 odd. For them
to fight back like they did is amazing,
credit to them. The big lesson for us is
that you can’t take anything for granted.
India never got away,” he said.
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