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When India and China
were preparing for talks

last week to defuse tension at
the border in Ladakh, the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) troops tried to breach
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Sikkim leading to a
minor face-off when Indian
Army intercepted the Chinese.

Soldiers from both armies
were injured. The situation
was brought under control fol-
lowing the intervention of local
commanders.

China on Monday, howev-
er, denied that such an incident
ever took place. The Indian
Army, on the other hand, con-
firmed the incident and said,
“We have received several
queries regarding a face-off
between Indian Army and PLA
troops in the Sikkim sector. It
is clarified that there was a
minor face-off at the Naku La
area of North Sikkim on

January 20 and the same was
resolved by local commanders
as per established protocols.
Media is requested to refrain
from overplaying or exagger-
ating reports which are factu-
ally incorrect.”

Sources said the injuries
were insignificant and minor in
nature and roughly about 20
PLA soldiers and four Indians
were injured in the melee. The
fracas took place when the
Chinese patrol tried to enter
Indian territory, they added.
The Naku La is located at a
height of more than 13,000 feet.

The latest stand-off 
took place at a time when the
Corps Commanders of the two
armies were getting ready for
the talks on Sunday. The talks
lasted more than 16 hours at
the Chushul-Moldo border
meeting point in Eastern
Ladakh. However, there was no
tangible breakthrough in the
parleys.

The joint statement

released here on Monday said
the two sides had a candid and
in-depth exchange of views on
disengagement along the LAC.

The two sides agreed that
the ninth round of meeting was
positive, practical and con-
structive, which further
enhanced mutual trust and
understanding. The two sides
agreed to push for an early dis-
engagement of the frontline
troops.

Talking about the latest
face-off, an official said, such an

incident had also taken place
last year on May 9 at Naku La
when tension was building up
at the LAC in Eastern Ladakh.
Mountain pass is known as La
in the Tibetan language. Even
then, the troops from both
sides exchanged blows after
jostling each other. The inter-
vention of local commanders
prevented the situation from
escalating.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
daily briefing in Beijing on

Monday that he had “no infor-
mation to offer” on the reports
of clashes. 

He also said the Chinese
troops are committed to main-
taining peace at the border and
urged India to meet China
halfway and refrain from any
unilateral actions that may
exacerbate the border situation.

The Chinese army mouth-
piece The Global Times termed
the incident as fake news and
said there is no record of this
incident in the Chinese PLA
front line patrol logs.

In recent days, the focus of
the military’s top leaders on
both sides has been on the
ninth round of Corps
Commander-level talks, not a
new border clash, and the two
sides have not been involved in
such clashes mentioned by the
Indian media, it said.

There have been minor
frictions between the frontline
forces of the two countries, but
if there had been friction

involving casualties, it is impos-
sible for them not to be record-
ed in the Chinese patrol logs.

As regards the Corps
Commander-level dialogue,
the Indian delegation was
headed by 14 Corps chief Lt
General PK Menon while
Major General Liu Lin led the
Chinese team.

The statement said the two
countries also agreed to follow
the important consensus of
their state leaders, maintain the
good momentum of dialogue
and negotiation, and hold the
10th round of the Corps
Commander-level meeting at
an early date to jointly advance
de-escalation.

The two sides agreed to
continue their effective efforts
in ensuring the restraint of the
frontline troops, stabilise and
control the situation along the
LAC in the Western Sector of
the China-India border, and
jointly maintain peace and
tranquility.
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Opposition parties are like-
ly to meet on Thursday to

strategise plans to corner the
Government in the Budget
Session and force it to repeal
the farm laws. Sources said
leaders of various political par-
ties, including the erstwhile
NDA partner SAD, have got in
touch to make a joint effort to
repeal the three laws in the
forthcoming Budget Session
beginning on January 29.

The main aim of the
Opposition parties is to force
the Government to repeal the
law as it cannot be suspended

since the laws came into force
with the President of India’s
accent.

Sources in the Congress
and a couple of political parties
confirmed that the
Parliamentary floor leaders
will meet to deliberate upon a
strategy for the session on
Thursday. A bigger convention
of Opposition parties may also
take place thereafter. 

The SAD walked out of
NDA in protest against the
farm laws and its Lok Sabha
MP Harsimrat Kaur resigned
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Council of Ministers.  

Continued on Page 11
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The Centre is all set to
impose “Green Tax” on

older vehicles in an effort to
reduce pollution by phasing
out unfit and polluting vehi-
cles. 

While commercial vehicles
older than eight years could be
charged Green Tax at the time
of renewal of fitness certificate
at the rate of 10 to 25 per cent
of road tax, personal vehicles
may be charged Green Tax at
the time of renewal of
Registration Certification after
15 years. The proposal
approved by Union Minister
for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari will

now go to the States for con-
sultation before it is notified. 

Hybrids, electric vehicles,
and those using cleaner fuels
like CNG, ethanol, LPG will be
exempted from green tax.
Similarly, vehicles used in
farming, such as tractor, har-
vestor, tiller too will be
exempted. Public transport
vehicles will be charged lower
green tax, and higher green tax
(50% of Road Tax) will be
slapped on vehicles registered
in highly polluted cities. 

“Revenue collected from
the Green Tax will be kept in
a separate account and used for
tackling pollution, and for
States to set up state-of-art
facilities for emission moni-

toring” added the official.
Explaining the benefit of

the Green Tax, an official in the
Transport Ministry said this
could  dissuade people from
using vehicles which damage
the environment and

motivate them  to switch
to newer, less polluting vehi-
cles. “Green tax will reduce the
pollution level, and make the
polluter pay for pollution,’
added the official.

Gadkari has also approved
the policy of deregistration
and scrapping of vehicles
owned by Government depart-
ment and PSU which are older
than15 years. It is to be noti-
fied and will come into effect
from April 1, 2022.
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Putting the blame on “mis-
information” for sluggish

vaccination drive that started
on January 16, the Centre has
asked the States to take penal
action against those engaged in
rumour-mongering.

In a communication to
Chief Secretaries of all States
and UTs, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla also
emphasised that the National
Regulatory Authority in the
country has found that the two
vaccines — Covishield, manu-
factured by the Serum Institute
of India, and Covaxin, devel-
oped and manufactured by the
Bharat Biotech Limited — were
safe and immunogenic.

The Central Government,
in close collaboration with the
State Governments and UT
administrations, has launched
the inoculation drive of Covid-
19 vaccination from January 16
across the country with the two
vaccines.

“I would like to strongly
emphasise that the National

Regulatory Authority in the
country has found both the
vaccines safe and immuno-
genic. However, it has been
reported that unfounded and
misleading rumours are circu-
lating on social and other
media, creating doubt about
the safety and efficacy of these
vaccines. 

“Such kind of rumour
mongering, particularly by
vested interests, can create
unwarranted doubts among
people at large, and there is,
therefore, a need to check all
such kinds of unfounded scare
mongering relating to the safe-
ty and immunogenicity of the
vaccines,” the communication
said.

Continued on Page 11
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Colonel B Santosh Babu,
who along with 19 other

Army personnel, was mar-
tyred in a brawl with the
Chinese troops in the Galwan
valley last year, will be award-
ed the Mahavir Chakra
posthumously on the occasion
of Republic Day this year.
This medal is the second high-
est wartime gallantry medal. 

Veer Chakra, the third
highest wartime gallantry

medal, was conferred on five
other soldiers. All these sol-
diers had died with Babu, the
commanding officer of the
16 Bihar Regiment, in the
bloody clashes on June 15 in
Eastern Ladakh. 

The Chinese used nailed
batons and iron rods to attack
the Indian Army team. More
than 35 Chinese soldiers were
also killed in the free for all.
However, China is yet to
announce the number of casu-
alties on its side.

The Veer Chakra awardees
include Naib Subedar
Nuduram Soren, Havaldar K
Palani, Havaldar Tejinder
Singh, Naik Deepak Singh
and Naik Gurtej Singh.
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Sanyukt Kisan Morcha on
Monday announced that

they will march towards
Parliament from different loca-
tions on February 1 when the
annual Union Budget is sched-
uled to be presented.

“We will march towards
Parliament on foot from dif-
ferent locations on the Budget
day on February 1. As far as
tomorrow’s tractor rally is con-
cerned, it will give the
Government an idea of our
strength and they will know the
agitation is not just limited to
Haryana or Punjab but it is an
agitation of the whole country,”
said Darshan Pal of the
Krantikari Kisan Union.

“The farmers who have
come for the tractor parade will
not go back now and will join
the protest. The agitation will
continue till our demands met.
Our stand remains the same,”
Pal told a press conference,
sharing the farmers’ plans to
intensify the protest.

The farmers’ unions also
claimed that around two lakh
tractors are expected to par-
ticipate in their tractor rally on
the Republic Day in Delhi.

The rally is planned to be
moved into the city from the
Singhu, Tikri and Ghazipur
borders.

Protesting farmer unions

opposing the three contentious
farm laws said their parade will
not enter central Delhi and it
will start only after the official
Republic Day parade con-
cludes.

“It will be big event in the
Indian democracy. We will cel-
ebrate Republic Day in its true
sense tomorrow. The way the
political leaders have played
with the Constitution by con-
stantly introducing amend-
ments that kept violating
human rights…we will con-
tinue to demand that they be
rectified. It is the same
Constitution in which they
have introduced these three
laws, which have created a
problem not just for the farm-

ers but also for the entire pop-
ulation of the country, against
which this protest has been
happening for two months
now. 

The agitation will contin-
ue until the government repeals
these laws,” Balbir Singh
Rajewal of Bharatiya Kisan
Union said.

To maintain vigil, around
6,000 security personnel have
been deployed by the Delhi
police. Facial recognition sys-
tem of Delhi Police has also
been set up at vantage points
for suspect identification.

A five-layer security cover
comprising border pickets,
inner, middle and outer secu-
rity has been deployed.
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Mumbai: The Centre may
pass any law undermining
the Constitution and on the
back of its majority, but once
the common man and farm-
ers rise, they will not keep
quiet until the new farm
acts and the ruling party are
destroyed, NCP president
Sharad Pawar said on
Monday.
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The Press and offices of The
Pioneer will remain closed on
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 on
account of Republic Day.
The next issue of the news-
paper will  appear on
Thursday, January 28, 2021.
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With the aim to impart
training and jobs to the

educated youth of the state, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
brought the new Uttar Pradesh
Data Policy 2021 which will
felicitate the setting up of data
parks in the state.

The government has also
approved a bill for setting up of
a sports university in UP.

These decisions were taken
in the cabinet meeting held on
Monday.

A government spokesman
said that the new data policy
would encourage an invest-
ment of over �� 2,000 crore
besides providing employment
to the educated youth of the
state.

“Three new data parks will
be set up under the policy,” the
spokesman said.

The data parks are likely to
come up in Bundelkhand and
Purvanchal.

This policy will remain
applicable in the state for the
next five years.

The spokesman said at
present the government data
was being stored outside India
and this policy would help in
its indigenous storage.

The state cabinet also

approved the Dam
Rehabilitation and
Improvement Project.  This will
include 39 dams whose reha-
bilitation will be ensured for the
next 10 years. The total cost of
the project would be �� 1,249
crore. Around 70 per cent of
the cost would be borne by the
World Bank and the rest by the
state government.

The state cabinet also
approved amendments in the
Uttar Pradesh Urban Schemes
under which development
authorities and corporations
are authorised to collect taxes.
The chief minister has been
authorised to take decisions in
case of any discrepancy. The
taxes, in the form of develop-

ment fees, will depend upon
the category of the city.

In another decision, the
government has decided to
adopt Beria Ghat Mela in
Hardoi district because of its
historical importance.

The cabinet also decided to
include the vice chancellor of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Medical
University, Lucknow in the
selection panel to select facul-
ty in medical colleges of
Deoria, Etah, Fatehpur,
Ghazipur, Hardoi, Mirzapur,
Pratapgarh, Siddharthnagar
and Jaunpur.

The cabinet also approved
the Uttar Pradesh State Sports
University Bill, 2021 for setting
up of a sports university in UP.
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Lucknow (PNS): The budget session of Uttar Pradesh legislature
will commence from February 16. The state cabinet, on Monday,
approved the schedule for the Budget session. However, the date
of tabling the budget is yet to be confirmed.

On the opening day, Governor Anandiben Patel will address
the joint sitting of both the Houses as it will be the sitting of the
year. This will be the fifth and the last budget of the Yogi Adityanath
government which stormed to power in March 2017.  UP will
go to polls in February 2022 and the government will table a vote
on account for 2022-23 in February next year.
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Terming Noida as the pride of Uttar Pradesh, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said that projects like Jewar

international airport and Film City would enhance employ-
ment opportunities and encourage manufacturing and
exports.

“This will help Noida in gaining new identity and realise
the potential of infinite investment,” Yogi said while virtu-
ally inaugurating several projects at ‘Noida Haat’ from
Lucknow on Monday. The Chief Minister laid the founda-
tion stone and dedicated  a total of 66 projects worth Rs 700
crore including Biodiversity Park. Under the ODOP scheme,
tool kits and monetary aid through revolving funds (RF),
Community Investment Funds (CIF) and Cash Credit Limit
(CCL) were provided to Self Help Groups (SHGs).

Yogi appreciated the hard work put in by the local pub-
lic representatives and officials which helped in accelerating
development. He reiterated that strict law and order across
the state was the government’s top priority.

“My government has fulfilled the 40-year old demand
of the Police Commissionerate system in the state. The new
system in Lucknow and Noida proved to be successful,” he
said. The CM also dedicated to the public four police sta-
tions in Noida, as well as various strategies under ‘Safe City
Project’. He hailed the efforts of all police officers and per-
sonnel for working extensively amidst the pandemic.

“UP is the first state to introduce provision of door-step
delivery by Police Response Vehicles (PRV) during the pan-
demic. The system was later adopted by other states,” he said.

Mentioning the return of about 40 lakh migrant workers
to the state, Yogi said that with the cooperation of all, most
of them were now employed in their own area of residence.

The CM also released ‘Noida Theme Song’ on the occa-
sion of ‘UP Divas’ sung by Kailash Kher the lyrics of which
term Noida as the ‘pride’ of UP. Industrial Development min-
ister Satish Mahana appreciated the CM’s initiative of celebrat-
ing the achievements and heritage of Uttar Pradesh by observ-
ing ‘UP Diwas’. He said that under Yogi’s leadership, UP has
presented a successful model of development for the entire
country and changed the perspective of the state. The CM was
scheduled to visit Noida on Monday but could not do so due
to inclement weather. Later, he attended the programme vir-
tually and apologised for not being able to visit in person.

Lucknow (PNS): Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
instructed officials to conduct
special cleanliness drive across
the state on Republic Day
stressing that sanitation works
should be carried out on a large
scale in every village and town.

Reviewing the works of
various departments at a high-
level meeting at his official res-
idence in Lucknow on Monday,

Yogi also stressed on the
smooth operation of night
shelters and effective arrange-
ment for bonfire in view of the

cold wave.
The CM said that arrange-

ments should be made to light
up bonfires at all major public

places in urban and rural areas
and blankets should be distrib-
uted to the needy and destitute.

Yogi said that quality

should be maintained in all
construction works and they
should be completed within
stipulated time. In the meeting,

the Chief Minister was
informed that construction
work of Purvanchal
Expressway was going on at a

fast pace. The CM also said that
uninterrupted succession
should be recorded while con-
ducting the Varasat campaign
as per time schedule and
instructed officers to regular-
ly review the ongoing cam-
paign.
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The Covid positivity rate
in Lucknow has come

down to 1.7 per cent this
month while the overall pos-
itivity rate of the district has
also declined to 4.8 per cent.
A senior health official said
that January had started with
a Covid positivity rate of 3
per cent and there were days
when it was even lower. “On
January 22, the positivity
rate was 0.5 per cent,” he
pointed out.

The official said that it
was possible because of effec-
tive contact tracing carried
out in the district. “We tried
to test the maximum number
of contacts of Covid patients.
We also visited the work-
places of patients for the
purpose,” he said. He added
that effective surveillance of
patients in home isolation
was also carried out.

“We took the help of
police because we those in
home isolation were report-
edly going to markets and
other crowded areas and
spreading the virus. We  were
strict with them and called
them two to three times a day
just to ensure that they
remained confined to their
homes,” the official said.

“Even though the num-
ber of fresh cases has come
down considerably, we are
still collecting 6,000 to 7,000
samples per day,” he said.

On Monday, only 45 per-
sons tested positive for coro-
navirus in Lucknow while
110 patients recovered. The
death toll has reached 1,168
while there are 1,486 active
cases in the district. The
fresh cases included five each
from Chowk, Sushant Golf
City & Ashiyana, and four
each from Rae Bareli road
and Hazratganj.

In the state, 220 persons
tested Covid positive, includ-
ing 22 in Kanpur, three in
Ghaziabad, seven in Gautam
Buddh Nagar, nine in
Varanasi and 10 in Meerut,
taking the UP tally to
5,98,907. There were seven
deaths in the state, including
three in Lucknow, two in

Ghazipur, and one each in
Moradabad & Balrampur,
taking the toll to 8,624.
Besides, 456 patients recov-
ered, taking the recovery
figures to 5,83,470. There are
6,813 active cases in the
state. Additional CMO MK
Singh said the containment
activities will continue even
though the cases are coming
down. “Contact tracing, test-
ing and surveillance helped
in reducing the number of
cases in the district,” he said.

Lucknow’s first Covid
case was reported in March
and it was followed by a con-
tinuous surge and the num-
ber of per-day cases went up
to 1,100 in September. It
was the peak after which
there was a curve in the
graph.

Singh pointed out that
January 25 was the last date
for police and LMC person-
nel to register for vaccina-
tions. He said 90 per cent of
the health workers will be
vaccinated on January 28, 29
and February 4 and there will
be a mop-up session on
February 5. As regards the
second phase of frontline
staff, he said that instructions
from the state government
are still awaited

Head of SGPGI’s
Microbiology department Dr
Ujjawala Ghosh said that
with the number of cases
coming down, they are plan-
ning to de-pool the coron-
avirus samples coming from
the state. “We are have
already started de-pooling of
the samples coming from the
hospital itself, and we plan to
do the same for the samples
coming from other parts of
the state. We will then be able
to identify a sample which
has a low viral load,” she said.

Head of KGMU’s
Microbiology department Dr
Amita Jain said they will be
following the same strategy.
“The number of Covid cases
may have decreased, but we
are still following the same
strategy of pooling samples.
For symptomatic cases, we
have been carrying out sep-
arate tests for a long time,”
she said.

Lucknow (PNS): A youth
shot at his friend over some
issue near a prominent school
in Gomtinagar late Sunday
night. The victim sustained
injuries in his waist and he
was admitted to a hospital.
Police raided the house of the
accused, who is a contractor,
and nabbed him. As the arrest
took time, the process to pre-
sent him before a court was
also delayed. Reports said
that the victim, identified as
Ankur of Vinit Khand,
reached a food joint near a
school and after a while,
Dhananjay also joined him.
After a brief interaction,
Dhananjay allegedly whipped
out a pistol and shot at Ankur
before fleeing the scene. A
team of police reached the

place and the victim was
rushed to RMLIMS.

Meanwhile, a youth was
accused of luring a minor girl
into running away from her
house in Chinhat. Police reg-
istered a case of kidnapping
against the accused, identified
as Manish Dwivedi of
Kanshiram Colony in
Chinhat. The police also
recovered the girl and booked
the accused under POCSO
Act. Reports said Manish
lured the girl into running
away from her house a cou-
ple of days back. After his
name figured in the case,
parents of the girl lodged a
case and the police started
investigation. The police
recovered the girl and arrest-
ed the accused.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said the present state govern-

ment was committed to providing
better health care facilities to the
people of the state and in view of
this the medical services were
being strengthened continuously
by the government. He said that
the state government was success-
fully fighting the war against coro-
navirus due to which the pandem-
ic was under control in the state.

The chief minister made these
observations during a high-level
review meeting on unlock of the
lockdown at his official residence
in the state capital on Monday. He
also said that the COVID-19 vac-
cination campaign which was
underway across the country was
for a final assault on the novel
coronavirus. Pointing out that in
the first phase of the vaccination
campaign in Uttar Pradesh, the
health workers were being vacci-
nated, the chief minister directed
the officials to complete all prepa-
rations for the vaccination to be
carried out on January 28 and 29
in time and adhere to the guide-
lines and instructions issued by the
Government of India.

The chief minister said there
was a significant decline in coro-
navirus infection but its threat had
yet not passed and so it was nec-
essary to be vigilant at every level.

He also stressed on maintaining
effective precautions and control
from COVID-19.

The CM directed the officials
to ensure adequate availability of
essential medicines and backup of
oxygen and maintain medical
equipment in all Covid hospitals.
Citing the importance of medical
tests in breaking the chain of
coronavirus infection, the chief
minister asked the officials con-
cerned to continue testing of
Covid samples at full capacity and
keep the contact tracing and sur-
veillance systems effective.

The chief minister also said
that the Integrated Command
and Control Centre should func-
tion smoothly in districts and
that through them activities at the
district level for the control of coro-
navirus infection should be regu-
larly reviewed.

He said all the district magis-
trates and chief medical officers
should meet every day in the
Covid hospitals in the morning
and at the Integrated Command
and Control Centres in the evening
to determine the next strategy. He
also instructed the officials to
ensure that awareness campaigns
were continued to make people
aware of preventive measures to
keep themselves safe from
COVID-19 through various pub-
licity tools and public address
systems.
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Bank of Baroda celebrated National Voters’ Day at its zonal

office in Lucknow with fervour and enthusiasm. All the staff
members gathered to take voters’ pledge, as advised by the
Election Commission of India. The programme was chaired
by deputy zonal head of the bank Baldev Raj Dhiman. He high-
lighted the importance of voting and apprised the staff mem-
bers of their right to vote without any discrimination of class,
caste, religion or gender. Zonal HR head Girish Kumar admin-
istered the pledge to all the staff members of the zonal office.

��		�"�����	�	�
IITians Anshika Verma and Vaibhav Chandra spoke

addressed the students in the career talk series, organised by
LPS director Harshit Singh. Anshika and Vaibhav gave some
important tips to the students regarding preparations for the
JEE. They said it is important for the students to practise
numerical questions daily, memorise rules and ensure
focused studies.
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Monday

urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to repeal the
three agriculture laws passed by
Parliament in September last
year. “The Bharatiya Janata
Party has a golden opportuni-
ty as the nation celebrates the
Republic Day on Tuesday and
the prime minister should
accept the demands of the agi-
tating farmers and repeal the
three agriculture laws and bring
fresh legislation.  The Modi
government should bring new
law to ensure legal guarantee of
minimum support price to the
farmers that also guarantees
doubling the income of the
farmers,” the SP chief said in
Farrukhabad on Monday.

Targeting the prime minis-
ter, the SP chief said, “The BJP
had promised to double the
income of farmers and the
farmers are demanding the
same from the government
and instead of addressing their
concerns, the government has
let loose repression against
them and they are being pre-
vented from reaching Delhi…
even the petrol pumps have
been directed to not sell diesel
to the farmers for tractors.”

He said the time was not

far when the farmers would
topple the Modi government.

Yadav alleged that the
farmers in Uttar Pradesh were
not getting the minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for the paddy
crop. “How can you expect that
the BJP-led UP government
will give justice to the farmers
as the chief minister has failed
to ensure payment of the MSP
to farmers in his home district
Gorakhpur,” he said.

Accusing the UP govern-
ment of being incompetent,
Yadav said, “What can you
expect from the Yogi
Adityanath government except
repression of farmers and all
other sections of society who
are dissatisfied with the present
government.”

Yadav alleged that the SP
leaders were being framed in
fake cases. He said even when
cases had been withdrawn
against the BJP leaders, senior
SP leader Mohammad Azam
Khan was in jail. He claimed
that the SP would form the next
government in UP in 2022.

On tie-up with other polit-
ical parties for the 2022 UP
assembly elections, the SP chief
said his party would not enter
into alliance with big political
parties but was open to elec-
toral alliance with small polit-
ical parties. He said Mahan Dal

led by Sanjay Chauhan and the
Rashtriya Lok Dal were with
the Samajwadi Party.

Meanwhile, Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) chief Mayawati
on Monday urged the Central
government to roll back the
contentious Farm laws and
cautioned that no new tradition
be started on Republic Day.

Tweeting in Hindi on
Monday, Mayawati posted:
“BSP is again requesting the
Centre that out of all the
demands of protesting farmers,
the three Farm laws should be
repealed so that no new tradi-
tion be started on Republic
Day, and as per the suspicion
of Delhi Police any wrong and
untoward incident may hap-
pen.” Earlier, the BSP chief
posted that the talks between
protesting farmers and the
Union government had once
again failed which was a mat-
ter of extreme concern.

On Sunday, the Delhi
Police allowed agitating farm-
ers to take out a tractor parade
on Republic Day with certain
riders. After the Republic Day
parade at Rajpath concludes,
farmers would be allowed to
drive their tractors at designat-
ed routes in Delhi. The tractor
parade has been allowed only
at Singhu, Tikri and Ghazipur
borders in Delhi.
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Creating a record of sorts by
bagging his fifth President’s

Medal for Gallantry in 2020,
Inspector General (Police
Recruitment and Promotional
Board) Vijay Bhushan further
stretched his tally by being feted
with Presidents’ Medal for
Distinguished Services for a
second time on the eve of
Republic Day.  .

This is the highest number
of Presidents’ medals ever to be
won by any officer of Indian
Police Services (IPS) in the
country. Bhushan’s name figured

in a list along with eight other
officers from UP who have
been feted with Presidents’
Medal this year. As per the list
issued by Ministry of Union
Home Affairs on Monday, other
than Bhushan who was chosen
for resident’s Medal for

Distinguished Services, the other
recipient in this category include
ADGs Asim Arun, Raj Kumar,
Ravi Joseph, IGs - Kavindra
Pratap Singh, Satyendra Kumar
and Piyush Srivastava and 72
other UP Police personnel.

On the other hand, ADG
Law and Order, Prashant
Kumar, SP Abhishek Singh,
Deputy SP Brijesh Kumar Singh,
Inspector Sanjeev Kumar, sub-
inspectors- Sunil Kumar, Vinay
Kumar Sharma, Head constable
Rakam Singh and Amit Kumar
Teotia were chosen for
Presidents’ Medal for Gallantry
to be conferred on R-Day.
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	 Lucknow (PNS): Former gram

pradhan and Bharatiya Janata
Party  leader was murdered and
his body was recovered in
Amethi on Monday. As per
reports, NJP leader Jageshwar
Verma of Ramai hamlet of
Mohanganj went missing on
Sunday evening. However, on
Monday morning his body rid-
dled with bullets was recovered
near a canal in Mukul hamlet.
A case was registered and inves-
tigations were on.

Elsewhere in Bareilly, a  45-
year-old man was tied to a tree
with barbed wires and set on
fire over an old enmity in the
Sheeshgarh area. The charred
body of Dharampal was found
late on Saturday night and an

FIR against two persons was
filed on Sunday evening.

The victim’s brother
Bishanlal, said that Dharampal
had gone to sleep on Saturday
night and went missing a few
hours later. His charred body
was recovered about 800 metres
from the house tied to a tree
with barbed wire. The victim’s
daughter blamed two of her
neighbours for the murder.

SSP Bareilly, Rohit Singh
Sajwan said: “Dharampal’s kin
were yet to lodge a written com-
plaint. A note left by the
deceased was also unclear. Two
suspects, who are neighbours
and named in the note, have
been detained and were
quizzed.”
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Lucknow (PNS): Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath directed police
officials and personnel to take
stern action against criminals
and be friendly towards those
approaching them for justice.
He was reviewing the overall law
and order situation in the state
in Lucknow on Monday.

Hailing the men in uniform
for outstanding management of
Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, NRI
Diwas or in tackling Corona
pandemic, Yogi said that their
efforts had changed public opin-

ion about the uniformed force
and also helped the government
to take corrective measures in
this direction. The CM asked
the police officials and person-
nel to continue the friendly
approach with citizens but
harshly deal with crimes and
criminals to ensure a safe soci-
ety for everyone. “The govern-
ment is committed to ensuring
the safety of every citizen and
law and order always remains
on the top priorities of my gov-
ernment. Any apathy or negli-

gence by law enforcing agencies
will not be tolerated,” he assert-
ed.

The CM further said,
“Despite the absence of ade-
quate sources, the manner in
which police men and officers
worked towards controlling the
spread of Corona infection was
appreciated by everyone.
During lockdown, when most
services were suspended, PRVs
of Dial-112 did a wonderful job
of supplying essentials to peo-
ple in need.”
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Ayodhya: The proposed
mosque in Ayodhya that is set
to be built following the
Supreme Court verdict in the
Babri Masjid case may be
named after Maulvi
Ahmadullah Shah, the warrior
of the 1857 mutiny against the
British.

The Indo Islamic Cultural
Foundation, the trust consti-
tuted by the Sunni Waqf
Board to oversee the construc-
tion of the mosque, is serious-
ly considering to name it after
Shah, who was known as the
‘Lighthouse of Rebellion’ in
the Awadh region, Trust
Secretary Athar Hussain said

After the Trust was
formed, there have been dis-
cussions on whether the
mosque should be named
after Mughal emperor Babar
or some other name be given.
The Babri mosque was named
after Babar.

To make the Ayodhya
mosque project a symbol of
communal brotherhood and
patriotism, the Trust has
decided to dedicate the project
to Shah, who represented
these values and was also a
true follower of Islam, accord-

ing to Trust sources. Hussain
said, “The Trust is thinking
very seriously over the pro-
posal of dedicating our
Ayodhya Mosque project to
the great freedom fighter
Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah. We
have got suggestions regard-
ing the same from different
platforms. It is a good sugges-
tion. We will  officially
announce it after delibera-
tions”. Shah was martyred on
5 June, 1858. British officers
like George Bruce Malleson
and Thomas Seaton have
made a mention of his
courage, valour and organisa-
tional capabilities.

Malleson has repeatedly
mentioned Shah in the
History of Indian Mutiny, a
book on the Indian revolt of
1857. During the freedom
struggle, Shah had launched
revolts in the Awadh region.
He made the local mosque,
Masjid Sarai, located in
Chowk area of Faizabad his
headquarters. As he liberated
Faizabad and larger part of
Awadh region, he used the
premises of this mosque to
hold meetings with rebel 
leaders. PTI
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Bulandshahr: An instructor at a
police training college was booked on
Monday for alleged abetment of sui-
cide of a woman sub-inspector here,
officials said. Sub-inspector Arzoo
Pawar, posted at Anoopshahar police
station, was found hanging in her rent-
ed accomodation on January 1 in an
apparent case of suicide.

The deceased woman’s brother
Manish lodged a complaint more
than three weeks after the death
accusing Umesh Sharma, a physical
training instructor at Moradabad
Police Training College, for abetting
and forcing his sister to commit sui-
cide.

On hearing about Arzoo’s suicide,
her mother has been suffering from
palpitations due to which the family
could not inform the police about the
case, Manish claimed.

Bulandshahr Senior
Superintendent of Police Santosh
Kumar Singh on Monday said a case
has been registered against Sharma
under IPC Sections 306 (abetment of
suicide) and 384 (punishment for
extortion). In the complaint, it is
stated that on December 29, Arzoo
revealed that Sharma had invited her
home to his ancestral village in
Bulandshahr where he apparently had
physical relations with her after mix-
ing an intoxicating substance in the tea
served to her. He also made a video of
the act. After the incident, Sharma
started blackmailing Arzoo and con-
tinued to harass her. When Arzoo told
Sharma about her impending mar-
riage, Sharma forced Arzoo to cancel
it and not talk to the groom.  PTI

Lucknow (PNS): Five stu-
dents brought laurels to
Uttar Pradesh by receiving
the Prime Minister’s
National Children Award in
various disciplines.

The awardees include
Vyom Ahuja of Lucknow,
Kunwar Divyanshu of
Barabanki, Mohammad
Shadab of Aligarh,
Mohammed Rafe of
Prayagraj and Chirag
Bansali of Gautam Buddh
Nagar. Students from UP
won the most number of
awards as compared to
their counterparts from
other states. While giving
away the awards, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
also dished out the success
mantra to the students.

Eleven-year-old Vyom
Ahuja of Lucknow won the
award for art and culture,
Mohammad Rafe of
Prayagraj for sports,
Kunwar Divyansh Singh of
Barabanki for bravery,
Mohammad Shadab of
Aligarh for education and
Chirag Bansali of Gautam
Buddh Nagar for innova-
tion. In his virtual conver-
sation with the awardees,
the Prime Minister asked
them to work hard in their
lives and not to lose humil-
ity after achieving success. 
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Lucknow (PNS): A man was
accused of sexually exploiting
a woman on the pretext of
facilitating her a job and then
duping her of Rs 12 lakh in
Gomti Nagar Vistar police sta-
tion area. The accused, identi-
fied as Randheer Pandey of
Garhi Kanaura locality in
Alambagh, was arrested after
hectic efforts. As per reports,

Randheer came in contact
with the woman three years
back through a common
friend. He later came close to
the woman and won her trust.
However, as Randheer had an
evil design in his mind, he
boasted of his links with senior
government officials and
offered a job to the woman as
a computer operator in UP

Agricultural Development
Institute.

Randheer took Rs 12 lakh
from her as favour money. He
also sexually exploited the
woman. Hopeful of getting a
job, the woman did not go
against Randheer. However,
she repeatedly asked Randheer
to give her an appointment let-
ter, and the latter gave her a

fake training letter. It was
revealed when she reached the
UP Agricultural Development
Office. She demanded an
explanation from Randheer
but he sought to side-step her
questions. He also abused and
threatened her. The woman
alleged that Randheer had
unnatural sex with her on a
number of occasions.
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Uttar Pradesh achieved the distinction of
being the first state in India to have three

airstrips for landing of Indian Air Force fight-
er planes during emergency situations on its
Expressways.

Work on a 3,300 metres airstrip on
Purvanchal Expressway near Kurebhar
(Sultanpur) has been completed and the IAF
was likely to test the airstrip by landing dif-
ferent fighter planes and carriers in February
or March.

Additional Chief Secretary and chief
executive officer of Uttar Pradesh Expressways
Industrial Development Authority (UPEIDA),
Awaneesh Awasthi said that work on the
airstrip has been completed and it would be
tested and used by the IAF sometime  in late
February or early March.

With this, Purvanchal Expressway will
become the third airstrip laid on Expressways
after the Agra-Noida Yamuna Expressway
(near  Mathura)  and Lucknow-Agra
Expressway (near Unnao).

The Agra and Hindon air  bases  
would be greatly benefitted with the 
construction of these three emergency
airstr ips  on Expressways in case  
of a hostile engagement with China or
Pakistan.
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Lucknow (PNS): Director of
SGPGIMS Prof RK Dhiman
inaugurated and launched the
facility of smart card and dig-
ital kiosk system in the central
library. The chief librarian pre-
sented a smart card to the
director and demonstrated the
operation of the digital kiosk.
A senior doctor said that a new
facility of drop box has also
been made available.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Zeeshan Sikandar to Zeeshan
Alam in all future  purpose,
Zeeshan Alam S/o Sri Sikandar
Alam R/o 201-B Defense
Colony Jajmau Kanpur

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Sabeen Zeeshan  to  Sabin
Alam in all future  purpose,
Sabin Alam W/o Zeeshan Alam
R/o 201-B Defense Colony
Jajmau Kanpur

NOTICE

"I, Aparna Gautam, Wife of
Rajat Kaushik and resident of
House No. 178, Sector-15,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad-
201012 have changed my
name from Aparna Gautam to
Aparna Rajat Kaushik vide
Affidavit dated january 01,2021
sworn before Notary Mahavir
Sharma, Auraiya Uttar
Pradesh. Heneceforth, I shall
be known as Aparna Rajat
Kaushik for all purposes."
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�������� �Manish Dandona S/o
Swadesh Kumar Dandona
102, HIG, Pritam Nagar, Sulem
Sarai, Allahabad.
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Swadesh Kumar Dandona
102, HIG, Pritam Nagar,
Sulem Sarai, Allahabad.
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Emphasising on conducting
awareness programmes

through street plays and cultur-
al events in every town and vil-
lage, MLA Saurabh Srivastava
said that there has been
tremendous improvement in
the election process in the last
one and a half decades in the
country, which is a revolution-
ary change in our democracy as
booth capturing has been
stopped. ‘Awareness among the
voters is important for
strengthening democracy and
a strong government will come
only when people celebrate
the polling day as a festival,’ he
said while addressing the
National Voters’ Day pro-
gramme here on Monday. He
also appealed to all to fill
Form-6 online if their names
are not in the voter lists.

Divisional Commissioner
(DC) Deepak Agrawal
appealed to all to set a new

record of voting per cent in
the forthcoming assembly
election in UP in 2022. Giving
special emphasis on the sanc-
tity, impartiality and trans-
parency of elections, in spite
of diversity among the people,
he said that earlier it was
seen during polling day, in the
name of security, the people
avoided going to the polling
booths and preferred to enjoy
it as a holiday staying at
homes but gradually the
Election Commission (EC)
has transformed the voting
day into a celebration, making
a radical change in this envi-
ronment.

On the occasion, voter
photo identity cards were also
distributed among the young
voters including eight females,
16 males, two Divyangs and
six third gender voters by the
MLA and DC.  The partici-
pants also took a pledge which
was administered by the DC.
Earlier, Saurabh Srivastava

and Deepak Agrawal duly
inaugurated the programme
by lighting the lamp. On the
occasion, students of various
schools presented cultural
programmes and street play to
send emotional message to the
people to use their franchise.

Meanwhile, at the Central
Office in Banaras Hindu
University (BHU), Rector Prof
VK Shukla administered the
oath to the senior professors,
officers and employees present
there. Prominent among those
who took oath on the occasion
were Registrar Dr Neeraj
Tripathi, Dr Sanjay Kumar,
Ashok Kumar Sharma, Manoj
Kumar Gupta and Dr
Vichitrasen Gupta. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
Murtuza Alam, Section
Officer (General
Administration), while Dr
Sanjay Kumar, Joint Registrar
(GAD) proposed the vote of
thanks.

Earlier, inaugurating the

voter awareness campaign
among the differently abled
people under the aegis of
National Service Scheme
(NSS) in BHU on eve of the
day, Registrar Dr Neeraj
Tripathi said ‘it is the duty of
the conscious citizen to enrich
any nation and take it on the
path of progress.’  Prof
Mrityunjay Mishra said that
the opinion of every citizen is
important and it is only with
one vote that a government is
formed which gives direction
to the development of the
nation. Dheeraj Patel, instruc-
tor of Help the Blind
Foundation, Chennai, gave
information about the
research in the field of com-
puters for the study and teach-
ing of visually impaired stu-
dents. NSS coordinator Dr
Bala Lakhindra presided over
the function. Satya Prakash
Malviya welcomed the guests,
while Mushkan Singh pro-
posed the vote of thanks.
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Postmaster General (PMG)
of Varanasi Region Krishna

Kumar Yadav has informed
that Sukanya Samriddhi
accounts of about 1.75 lakh
girls have been opened in var-
ious post offices of this region
so far apart from making 190
Sukanya Samriddhi villages.
Addressing a function on
National Girl Child Day here
on Sunday, he said the scheme
is playing an important role as
the girls are the future of the
nation and they need to be
strengthened financially and
socially for their bright future.
According to him, to make this
day special, the Postal depart-

ment honoured the girls by
organising post offices in var-
ious schools and rural areas in
view to help them open their
accounts.

Senior Superintendent
(Post Office), Varanasi Eastern
Division, Sumit Kumar Gaat
said that Sukanya Samriddhi
account can be opened in any
post office for girls upto the
age of 10 by depositing mini-
mum of � 250 and they can
deposit minimum � 1,000 and
maximum of � 1.5 lakh in a
financial year. Superintendent
(Post Office),Varanasi Western
Division, Ram Milan said that
the girls can withdraw 50 per
cent of their deposits after 18
years and the entire amount on

completion of 21 years.
Assistant Director Shambhu
Rai said that the interest rate
in this scheme is 7.6 per cent
and there is also a provision
for income tax exemption in
deposits.

Meanwhile, the Health
department has organised
public awareness rallies at two
communities and six primary
health centres (CHCs/PHCs)
in the district apart from hold-
ing seminars. Besides, as usual
Mukhyamantri Arogya
Swasthya Melas were also
organised in all 52 urban and
rural PHCs in the district, in
which doctors gave advice to
the patients apart from provid-
ing them free testing and med-

icines. 
Chief Medical Officer

(CMO) Dr VB Singh inaugu-
rated Arogya Mela at PHC
Baragaon. He has instructed
the health officers to ensure
making of golden cards of
cent percent beneficiaries. He
also asked the officers to
ensure the benefits of Kanya
Sumangala Yojana to all eligi-
ble beneficiaries. A total of
2,899 people were examined at
these fairs, including 954
males, 1,536 females and 409
children. Apart from this,
1,412 persons were tested at
Covid help desks, in which
antigen tests were done on 508
persons and all of them were
found negative.

VARANASI (PNS): On the
eve of Republic Day, the
Congressmen on Monday took
out the Samvidhan march from
Bharat Mata Mandir in Sigra to
the statue of Sardar Ballabh
Bhai Patel in Maldahia, here
and pledged to honour the
Indian Constitution and work
to protect it.

As per their earlier deci-
sion, the leaders and workers of
the Congress Party gathered at
Bharat Mata Mandir and
expressed their faith in the
Indian Constitution. They read
out the preamble of the
Constitution. They pledged to
honour the Constitution and
also work to protect it. Each
and every citizen of India
should pay respect to our
Constitution.

Thereafter, they took out
the Samvidhan march that cul-
minated at the statue of Sardar

Patel. During the march, the
Congressmen were carrying
booklets of the Constitution
and also holding national flags.
They were also carrying por-
traits of the great personalities
of the country. The march
ended with garlanding the stat-
ue of Bharat Ratna Sardar Patel
and recital of national anthem.
Prominent among those who
joined the march included Ajay
Rai, Rajeshwar Patel, Vijay
Shankar Pandey, Durga Prasad
Gupta and Shailendra Singh.

Earlier, the party held a
meeting at Ramleela Ground in
Harahua market on Sunday last
to discuss strengthening the
party organisation in view of
the forthcoming Panchayat
election. The party ex-MLA
Ajay Rai emphasised on
strengthening the party organ-
isation as a strong organisation
can give a strong government.
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General Manager Central
Organisation for Railway

Electrification (CORE) YP
Singh greeted railwaymen on
the occasion of the 72nd
Republic Day of India and
said, ‘I convey my heartiest
greetings and best wishes to all
the officers and staff of the
CORE and their families. As we
all know that on 26th January
1950 India adopted its
Constitution and thus emerged
as a republic on the world map.
On this occasion we pay our
tribute to the great patriots,
martyrs and leaders of our
freedom struggle.

Our organisation is dedi-
cated for electrification on
Railways and has played an
important role in the overall
growth and economic develop-
ment of the country by provid-
ing the most energy efficient,
pollution-free and speedy
mode of transport. During the
current financial year, we have
been given a challenging task

of electrification of 4056 RKM.
As you all are aware that elec-
trification work was adversely
affected during the first few
months of this financial year
due to Covid lockdown.
Despite this, satisfactory
progress has been made so far.
This year special attention is
being paid to electrification of
left over missing links and last
mile connectivity sections of
important rail routes. With
the electrification of Katni-
Satna section, the smooth run-
ning of electric trains has been
possible from Patna to Mumbai
via Prayagraj. Similarly with the
electrification of Kanakpura-
Jaipur route, it has been possi-
ble to operate trains from Delhi
to Jaipur and from Prayajraj to
Jaipur on electric traction.
With the ectrification of
Jabalpur-Nainpur-Gondia sec-
tion all south bound trains will
start running through Gondiya
in place of  Jabalpur-Itarsi
resulting in reduction of trav-
el distance of Southern India
by 270 Km which in turn will
result in huge savings in cost

and time.
We have used Covid pan-

demic as an opportunity and
have improved our perfor-
mance with fullest potential
and efficiency.  Highest ever
mast erection and highest ever
wiring shots in one day were
achieved during this period.
CORE has been pioneer in
adopting innovative technolo-
gies in railway electrification.
For the first time in the histo-
ry of Indian Railways, Chennai
project started use of cylindri-
cal foundation for RE work.
86264 mandays were created by
CORE for facilitating employ-
ment to migrant labour near-
by their home district during
the pandemic.

In the current year 2020-
21, 25 TSS and 73 SP/SSP
were commissioned. Similarly,
at 69 stations and 29 level
crossing gates, the signalling
modification work to suit RE
was done and 35 new block
instruments were replaced.
Above achievements show the
tremendous potential and com-
mitment of our officers and

staff.  
Engineering department

has made important contribu-
tion by constructing 49 TSS, 47
depot, 22 tower car shed, 19
FOB, three ROB and 492 staff
quarter during the current
financial year.

Use of e-office has been
started in CORE which will
result in paperless working as
well as early disposal of work.
With the use of e-tender/e-
reverse auction and electronic
tender committee, entire pro-
cedural work from tendering to
issue of work order is being
done electronically.  Use of
online indent has been started
and User Depot Module has
also been implemented. With
these digitisation efforts, a con-
siderable monetary saving has
been achieved. Using HRMS, e-
privilege passes are now being
issued electronically.  An inte-
grated facilitation center has
been established on the ground
floor of the CORE office cater-
ing to requirement of HRMS,
UMID and e-Privilege
Pass/PTO.
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Chandrasekhar Azad bridge
is built on the river Ganga

in Phaphamau of Prayagraj.
Through this, it goes to other
places including Lucknow,
Faizabad, Ayodhya and
Pratapgarh. Thousands of vehi-
cles travel on it every day. This
bridge has developed a crack
posing danger to the com-
muters and vehicles as well.
The crack has increased these
days. There is also panic among
people about this. However, the
departmental officers of the
Public Works Department are
talking about fixing it soon.

There has been a rift in the
joint of Chandrasekhar Azad
Setu Bridge on the Ganga of
Phaphamau for about a month.
Commuters said that nowadays
the cracks have increased more
than before. People are afraid
of this because of the possibil-
ity of untoward incidents.
Thousands of vehicles move
daily on the Chandra Shekhar
Azad Setu Bridge, built on the
Ganga river of Phaphamau.

It is worth mentioning that
the Public Works Department
officials and public representa-

tives also pass through this
path, but nobody noticed the
problem. Gaurav Agarwal, a
social worker from
Phaphamau, said that the
cracks in the joint of
Chandrashekhar Azad Setu
were apprised to the higher
officials of the Public Works
Department but the problem
could not be solved till date.
Here the people of Phaphamau
are already grappling with the
problem of jam and trouble due
to the damaged bridge.

Public Works Department
Executive Engineer AK Singh
said that the crack in the joint
of Chandrashekhar Azad
bridge will be rectified without
delay.

HC DIRECTIVE TO
DGP: The Allahabad High
Court said that even though the
corona vaccine has been intro-
duced, it will take time to
reach all the people. Therefore,
there should not be any laxity
in the rule of wearing masks for
the next three months. The
court has directed the DGP to
ensure 100 per cent wearing of
masks in the state.

The court has prohibited
the opening of vending zones

and night markets in educa-
tional institutions and resi-
dential areas. Also, the police
stations have been directed to
remove the seized vehicles
standing on the road.

A bench comprising Justice
Siddharth Verma and Justice
Ajit Kumar, which is monitor-
ing the corona infection pre-
vention measures and the traf-
fic system in Prayagraj, has
directed DM and SSP Prayagraj
to increase the surveillance of
commuting and stay at Magh
fair. The court has said that
after removing illegal con-
struction on the municipal
land by the PDA, it should be
ensured that no encroachment
occurs again.

The court said that the vac-
cinations will take time, so the
laxity is not to be taken. The
court has sought an affidavit of
the zonal officer for providing
Wi-Fi and wearing masks in
the post corona ward of SRN
Hospital. It is said that the coro-
na patients are not wearing
masks during treatment after
recovery. 

The court has asked to
have an oxygen machine in the
ambulance so that the corona

patient does not have trouble
leaving the house when he is
cured.

The court said that the
Central Government informed
about vaccination phase 1 and
phase 2 that in the first phase,
the vaccine will be given to the
front line health worker and
people above 50 years in the
second phase, but did not tell
when the second phase will
start. A better affidavit should
be filed with the plan informa-
tion.

The PDA told the court
that under-ground parking of
six commercial institutions had
been restored. Under-ground
parking has also been restored
in eight nursing homes and
other institutions. The court
directed Chandan Sharma and
Shubham Dwivedi court com-
missioner to inspect it and
submit the report. It is said that
there should be no parking in
front of such establishments,
vehicles should be parked in
the parking lot. The court
asked the state government to
give police protection to PDA
officers while removing
encroachments. The petition
will be heard on February 5.
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A total of 22 new cases of
COVID-19 were detected in
the Prayagraj district in the last
24  hours on Sunday night.
About 23 people beat corona.
No patient died of corona
infection for the third consec-
utive day.

According to CMO Dr
Prabhakar Rai, on Sunday
night, a corona testing of 6,247
people was conducted in the
district. The number of infect-
ed persons was 22, providing
relief to the Health department
and city residents. Of the 23

people who beat corona, six
patients were discharged from
various Covid hospitals. 17
people completed home isola-
tion.

CMO said that the number
of active patients of Covid is
continuously decreasing in the
district. This figure now comes
to 312. At the same time, the
maximum 28 infected patients
are admitted to L3 SRN
Hospital. 15 patients are being
treated at Kalindipuram Covid
Care Center, 20 at Beli and 14
patients at United Medicity. So
far 21,282 people have been
cured by lining in home isola-

tion in the district. 
OJHA BAGS POLICE

MEDAL: Pradyumna Kumar
Ojha, Inspector Railway
Protection Force has been
selected for the coveted Indian
Police Medal. He will be con-
ferred with the prestigious
Indian Police Medal by the
President of India on the occa-
sion of 72nd Republic Day,
2021 for his outstanding and
commendable work. 

Pradyumna Kumar Ojha,
currently posted as Inspector at
RPF post Kanpur under the
Prayagraj Division of the NCR
has been actively involved in

notable works in the field of
safety of passengers and safe-
guarding Railways’ property
during current challenging
time due to COVID-19.  Ojha,
who joined the Railway
Protection Force as a Sub
Inspector in the year 1998, has
been promoted to the rank of
Inspector in the year 2007 and
has worked as an Inspector at
RPF Post Prayagraj Jn.,
Mathura Jn. and Aligarh Jn.
Shri Ojha has also received the
DG Insignia medal from
Director General of Railway
Protection Force in the year
2010. 
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Elaborate security arrange-
ments have been made at

different sensitive places on the
eve of Republic Day here on
Monday. In view of ongoing
agitation of farmers in Delhi
and their proposed procession
of tractors, the district admin-
istration has already imposed
restrictions on the movement
of tractors on the roads on
Tuesday and in this direction,
all the police stations have
already been instructed to keep
watch on movement of tractors
and political parties. A day ago,
several Sardar Sena activities
were detained when they were
trying to go to the PM's parlia-
mentary office. However,
despite all the restrictions,
Samajwadi Party (SP) workers
have decided to take out pro-
cession in support of farmers
while on the eve of Republic
Day, Congress took out a pro-
cession.

Meanwhile, on the eve of
the day, several government
buildings, stations and others
have glittered with attractive
lighting arrangements. Like
previous years Varanasi
Junction (Cantt) and other
railway stations apart from
NER DRM office at Lahartara
have also been decorated with

attractive lighting arrange-
ments. Besides, at all the rail-
way stations including Varanasi
Junction and Manduadih, secu-
rity arrangements have been
tightened. Security forces have
also intensified their activities
to keep watch on trouble mak-
ers at all the sensitive places,
internationally famous ghats
and some important temples
apart from Lal Bahadur Shastri
International Airport, Babatpur
and bus depots at Cantt and
other places.   

Besides, all the arrange-
ments have been completed for
the functions on this national
day. Though due to COVID-19
guidelines, no big programmes
would be organised at the uni-
versities and colleges, howev-
er, all the formalities would be
done to hoist the flags there. At
Banaras Locomotive Works
(BLW), colourful cultural pro-
gramme will be held on the day
at its stadium where General
Manager (GM) Anjali Goyal
will hoist the flag at 9 am and

then RPF, Civil Defence, St
John’s Brigde, Bharat Scouts
and Guides personnel and vol-
unteers will present a parade.
In Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), Registrar Dr Neeraj
Tripathi will hoist the tricolour
at Central Office at 9.30 am,
while the main programme
will be held at Amphi-theatre.
Besides, all the preparations
have been made to organise
programmes at various district
and police offices as per the
COVID-19 guidelines.   

ALLAHABAD : Indian
Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative
Limited. (IFFCO) is pioneer in
fertiliser manufacturing not
only in India but also in the
world and has five plants in
India engaged in manufactur-
ing of urea and phosphatic fer-
tilisers. IFFCO contributes
about 27% phosphatic and 20%
nitrogenous fertilisers demand
in India, 

Today, IFFCO is a multi-
national company with its glob-
al presence in Senegal, Oman,
Dubai and Jordan. Apart from
its core fertiliser business
IFFCO has diversified into
general insurance, rural mobile
telephony, commodity trad-
ing, agrochemicals & agri-
input rural retail, e-commerce,
food processing, organics and
nutrients for urban gardening
also. 

All these achievements
have been possible due to the
able and dynamic leadership of
its visionary Managing
Director Dr US Awasthi. 

We at IFFCO are always
committed to our farmers in
providing them with innova-
tive, effective, affordable and
environment-friendly crop
solutions. In this attempt,
IFFCO has already taken a
giant step by introducing the
most revolutionary nanotech-
nology based products, which
may be a game changer in the

nutrient management of soil
the correct usage of nano urea
will reduce the requirement of
conventional urea and deliver
perfect nutrition to the plant in
an environmentally sustain-
able manner with higher nutri-
ent use efficiency and crop
yields. 

IFFCO's entry into food
processing and organic food
segments will benefit the farm-
ers by providing them access to
markets with better realisa-
tion for their agri-produce.
IFFCO is confident that these
efforts will also contribute
towards realising  PM's vision
of doubling farmer's income by
2022. 

As COVID-19 continues to
challenge food security all over
the world, IFFCO has taken
steps to ensure its plants remain

fully operational during this
period following all measures
and precautions to take care of
COVID-19 pandemic like use
of sanitisers, soaps, masks and
social distancing. Besides this
IFFCO has distributed food
packets, mask and sanitisers to
migrant labourers and poor in
nearby areas. 

IFFCO Phulpur Unit pro-
duced the highest ever produc-
tion of 19.66 lakh MT of urea
with alltime lowest energy con-
sumption in the last financial
year 2019-20. During the cur-
rent financial year 2020-21, in
spite of COVID-19 pandemic,
Phulpur plant is operational
following the guidelines of
Government with meticulous
planning and unit has pro-
duced around 14,88 lakh MT
urea till date. 

Since its inception in 1981,
IFFCO's Phuipur Unit has pro-
duced more than 448 lakh MT
of urea fertiliser. 

We are committed towards
environment protection and
sustainable growth and apart
from maintaining our emis-
sions well within the norms
stipulated by various agencies,
we are maintaining a wide
green belt around our premis-
es. Tree plantation is a regular
feature at Phulpur Unit. IFFCO
Phulpur Unit has installed solar
power plant with capacity of
1385 KWp which has substan-

tial impact on reduction in
CO2 emission into atmos-
phere. Total solar power gener-
ation during the period April-
December 2020 is 13.511 Lakh
KWh Unit which is equivalent
to reduction of 945.7 tonne of
CO2 emission.

IFFCO Phulpur Unit
besides producing urea is
engaged in services of the
farming community through
Cooperative Rural
Development Trust
(CORDET) in which it has
established Motilal Nehru
Farmer's Training Institute
which is organising training
courses to farmers in the areas
of improved farming practices.
Agricultural extension pro-
grammes e.g. balance fertilisa-
tion programme, soil testing &
seed treatment campaigns are
also organised and farmers are
encouraged to learn and imple-
ment the new farming tech-
nologies to improve their pro-
ductivity and socio economic
status. 

CORDET also produces
Bio-fertilisers in liquid forms
which are sold all over the
country. 

In pursuance to give ben-
efit to local farmers, CORDET
is buying Neem seeds
from nearby farmers and pro-
duce Neem oil for production
of neem coating urea by
IFFCO.
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As many as eight new
COVID-19 patients have

been detected in the district on
Monday, increasing the total
number to 21,858. No casual-
ty has been reported during the
day and the death toll remained
at 375. During the day, the fol-
low-up negative reports includ-
ed 10 and all of them have been
recovered from home isolation,
increasing the number to
18,416. As no patient has been
discharged from any of the hos-
pitals, the number remained at
2,965. The total number of
patients who have been
recovered so far is 21,381, leav-
ing 102 active cases. The recov-
ery rate is 97.81 per cent, while
the mortality rate is 1.71 per
cent.

In the first report of the
day, six positive patients were

found out of 2,095 reports
received. Till then, the total
test reports received were
5,82,538 and the results of
4,084 are awaited. Out of
them, 5,60,682 were negative,
while 21,856 were positive.
The total number of samples
collected was 6,09,376.
Meanwhile, mass / group
corona antigen tests continued
and all the 105 tests were
found negative at  SSPG
Hospital Kabirchaura apart
from 16 at CHC Shivpur, 35 at
Vivekanand Hospital
Bhelupur, 205 at LBS Hospital
Ramnagar and 97 at SSH
BHU. 

Along with this, samples
of 100 from SSPG, 200 from
LBS Hospital,  10 from
Vivekanand Hospital and 97
from SSH BHU have been
sent for RTPCR investiga-
tion.
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Ayouth died in a road mishap in an area
under the Adalhaat police station on

Monday. As per the reports, Pradyumn
Vishwakarma (24), son of Ramasary
Vishwakarma, a resident of Sikiya village under
Adalhaat police station was going on on his
motorcycle on Varanasi-Narainpur Road when
he was hit by a truck near Chhota Mirzapur vil-
lage. As a result the youth died on the spot. On
getting information about the accident the police
reached the spot and took the body for com-
pleting the necessary legal formalities.       

FOUNDATION DAY: The foundation day
of Uttar Pradesh was celebrated in the district
on Sunday. The main function was organised
at a school in district headquarters. The dis-
trict exhibited its achievements  through the
stalls and those
who achieved
laurels in differ-
ent fields related
with develop-
ment and
showed the path
of self-reliance
to others were
a w a r d e d .
Addressing the
p r o g r a m m e
Uttar Pradesh
Minister of State for Energy Rama Shankar Singh
Patel, who was the chief guest  on the occasion,
praised Chief Development Officer (CDO)
Avinash Singh who convened the such a suc-
cessful function in which schemes of all depart-
ments could be exhibited.  He said that  no doubt
it was a programme in the real sense to celebrate
the foundation day of the state. On the occasion

he said though there were so many achievements
of the government the condition of law and
order, roads besides action taken against the
criminals etc were spoke about its people-ori-
ented works. Besides during the lockdown peri-
od meals were provided to the needy and jobs
to migrant labourers, he said and added that
the district had got a medical college and a cen-
tral school.   On the occasion cheque of �4.57
crore was released as loan to the SHGs under
NRLM scheme. Under the Vishwakarma
Shram Samman Yojana tool kits were distrib-
uted among the artisans. Cheques worth �25
lakh were given to five beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Srijan Karyakram and
Mukhya Mantri Gramodyog Rojgar Yojana.
Besides, awards as well as appreciation letters
were given to those who had done remarkable
works under different schemes. The keys were

handed over to
SHGs to run com-
munity toilets.
Earlier the func-
tion started in
presence of the
MLAs Ratnakar
Mishra and Rahul
Kol, vice-chair-
man  of SC and ST
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Maniram Kol,
D i v i s i o n a l

Commissioner, Vindhyachal, Yogeshwar Ram
Mishra and Inspector General (IG) Piyush
Srivastava who lit the ceremonial lamp jointly
along with the chief guest. The function was
conducted by Divyang Kalyan Adhikari Divya
Shukla while vote of thanks was proposed by
the CDO Avinash Singh, who was the con-
vener of the event.  
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In order to make aware the
people about traffic rules a

women’s motorcycle rally was
taken out on Sunday.
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Ajay Kumar Singh flagged off
the rally at Patel Chowk which
was led by Station Officer (SO)
Seema Singh Mahila Thana.
During the rally the partici-
pants interacted with people
and made an appeal  to refrain
from rash driving. Seema Singh
said that life was precious.
Throughout the way the par-
ticipants gave tips for safe dri-
ving. The rally culminated at
Police Lines. 

PROJECT MILAN PRO-

GRAMME: Under ‘Project
Milan’ programme the Parivar
Paramarsh Kendra reunited
five couples on Sunday. The
meeting of Parivar Paramarsh
Kendra held at Police Lines and
five couples who were living

separately due to some misun-
derstanding agreed to live
together. Among those who
made the meeting successful
were head constable Shashibala
Yadav and constables Seeta
Devi, Namrata and Kavita.
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National Voters’ Day was observed through-
out the district on Monday during which

brief programmes were held at all the govern-
ment offices. A brief function was held at the

district mines office where Mines Officer PK
Singh and other employees pledged to exercise
their franchise as citizens of the country and
abide by the Constitution.

MAN INJURED: A man was seriously
injured when he was hit by an unidentified truck
near Kanaks a r a a y  v i l l a g e  u n d e r
Kachhawaan police station on Monday. On
getting information about the matter the area
police reached the spot and took the victim to
the Kachhawaan community health centre
(CHC) from where he was referred to the trau-
ma centre in Varanasi. The injured was later
identified as Devendra Dubey a resident of
Kachhawaan Deeh under the Kachhawaan
police station in the district.
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The two-day-long International Conference
on Opencast Mining Technology and

Sustainability ‘ICOMS’ held at NCL concluded
recently.  During it reputed mining profes-
sionals, technical experts, educationists, sci-
entists, researchers and students from the coun-
try and abroad presented 85 research papers on
production, productivity,  safety,  inno-
vation, automation, coal  gasif icat ion,

artificial intelligence, digitization of process-
es, mining work with long-term environmen-
tal balance, health of workers, recycling of waste
from the mine, effect of work-related stress on
mental health, impact of changes in environ-
ment-related and other laws on coal mining,
benefits of surface miner and other modern
technologies besides many other important
topics. Director (Technical/ Operations),
NCL, Dr Anindya Sinha, who was the chief
guest on the occasion, said ‘ICOMS’ is a cel-
ebration of knowledge for NCL where experts
from all over the world give important sug-
gestions through their papers in areas like min-
ing technology, automation, innovation, solar
energy, coal gasification and diversification in
other areas, socio-economic impact of mining
industry which are implemented in NCL in a
planned manner. Sinha expressed commitment
of the NCL to lay special emphasis on research
and development (R&D) in coordination with
industry and technical educational institutions
and expressed confidence that all suggestions
given during the conference will be implemented
after an extensive discussion. During the
programme Director (Technical/ Project &
Planning) of NCL, SS Sinha, former General
Managers of NCL, heads of department of head-
quarters, regional GM, IIT (BHU)’s Prof Piyush
Rai and his team, officers and employees from
various areas of NCL were present. On the

occasion SS Sinha appreciated NCL’s Women
Brigade, Young Brigade and team of IIT
(BHU) for their significant contribution in the
successful conduct of ICOMS-2020.  Expressing
happiness over the successful organisation of the
conference, Sinha said many practical and
implementable solutions have been received for
the day-to-day problems in the coal indus-
try, which will surely be implemented in the
near future. Professor Piyush Rai of IIT
(BHU) said ‘ICOMS’ has proved to be an

excellent example in the field of
promoting R&D in coordina-
tion with industry and educa-
tional institutions and together
we are doing a remarkable
work in the field of environ-
mental mining.  At the exhi-
bition organised during the
conference around 20 start-
up companies affiliated with
NCL-IIT BHU Incubation
Centre gave information to vis-

itors on the latest technologies and innovations
related to mining sector, multidisciplinary top-
ics like clean energy, automation, agricultural
products, pearls, mushrooms and organic
farming. About 50 companies made people
aware of their products and services in the exhi-
bition. Besides IIT (BHU) also played an impor-
tant role of knowledge partner in organising the
conference.

CONCLUDES: At the headquarters of
NCL, the closing ceremony of ‘Quality
Awareness Fortnight 2020-21’ was held recently.
While addressing as the chief guest NCL CMD
Prabhat Kumar Sinha said timely supply of high-
quality coal to all consumers and their satisfaction
is our objective, policy and duty. In this direction
NCL is continuously strengthening its infrastruc-
ture to despatch coal using environment-friendly
transportation method, he said. NCL Director
(Personnel) Bimlendu Kumar, Director
(Technical/Operations) Dr Anindya Sinha, Director
(Finance) Ram Narayan Dubey, Director
(Technical / Project & Planning) SS Sinha, JCC
member from BMS, PK Singh, and CMOAI gen-
eral secretary Sarvesh Singh were present as dis-
tinguished guest. Besides heads of department,
regional GM and other officers and employees of
the headquarters were also present. Director
(Finance), Quality Council of India, HB Chawla, was
also present besides representatives of major con-
sumers of NCL. 
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On the occasion of National
Girl Child Day, Class XII

topper of Shivaji Inter College,
Madhu Yadav, was made the
district magistrate for one day
on Monday.

She heard the grievances of
people at the DM office and
issued necessary instructions.

Raju of Kewadia village in
Ghatampur informed the ‘DM’
that he lives in a rented house
and was often harassed by the
former gram pradhan and
beaten up by his henchmen but
the local police were not taking
any action against the accused.

On this, ‘DM’ Madhu
immediately asked the OSD to
connect her with the station
officer. On failing to contact
him, she talked to the circle
officer of Ghatampur and
apprised him of the problems
of Raju. The CO assured her to
look into the matter soon. The
‘DM’ asked the CO to inform
her about the action taken in
the case.

Monika Puri of Swaroop
Nagar informed the ‘DM’ that
her six-bigha land was sold by
someone else. The ‘DM’
assured her of action in the
matter.

Thereafter, the ‘DM’ pro-
ceeded to attend the National
Voters’ Day programme with

District Magistrate Alok Tiwari
organised at the Atal Behari
Vajpayee auditorium of Kanpur
Development Authority
(KDA).

There, the ‘DM’ asked
Arshima, another student who
was made the SDM (Sadar) for
one day, to conduct probes in
three issues and submit her
report soon.

She also heard the problem
of Nisha who met the SDM
(Sadar) for getting an affidavit
signed by her and assured her
of action in the matter.

Thereafter, she inspected

the office and issued orders for
proper sanitation and upkeep
of records.

Speaking on the occasion,
‘DM’ Madhu Yadav highlight-
ed the importance of voters,
saying they were the persons
who ruled over the country.
She asked them to exercise
their franchise and elect
deserving candidates.

District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari said all the BLOs dis-
charged their duties like front-
line workers and congratulat-
ed them. He administered the
oath to all and conveyed his

greetings for the National
Voters Day.

On this occasion, the one-
day ‘DM’ Madhu Yadav pre-
sented the voter ID cards to
students Akshat Gupta, Tarun
Mishra, Drishti Gupta and
Shakshi Shukla for becoming
first time voters.

They all promised to exer-
cise their franchise in the forth-
coming elections.

Madhu Yadav also felici-
tated the BLOs of different
development blocks and win-
ners of different competitions
of students on this occasion.
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Banaras Hindu University
Vice Chancellor Dr Rakesh

Bhatnagar, while visiting the
National Sugar Institute on
Monday, complimented it for
various achievements and
expressed hope that it would
commercialise the technology
which will be of immense util-
ity to the rural areas near the
sugar factories.

A 1970 pass out from the
NSI from where he pursued his
PhD, Dr Bhatnagar extended
an invitation to NSI Director
Prof Narendra Mohan to work
out possibilities of working on
some mutual areas of interest
like development of yeast
strains for enhancing fermen-
tation efficiency during pro-
duction of ethanol and
enzymes for production of
invert sugar syrup.

Dr Bhatnagar visited the
research laboratories in bio-
chemistry, organic chemistry,

agricultural chemistry and
sugar technology divisions and
evinced keen interest in the
technologies developed recent-
ly by the NSI, particularly, for
production of dietary fibre,
alkyl evulinates and graphene
oxide from bagasse.

The technologies devel-

oped by the institute for pro-
ducing value-added jaggery,
fortified sugar and bakery
products using liquid jaggery
and dietary fibre were remark-
able and were fit for establish-
ing startups or small or medi-
um units, he said.

“The students passing out

from various courses can
become entrepreneurs thus
becoming job creators rather
than job seekers, he added.

Prof Mohan apprised the
BHU vice chancellor of the
technology developed by the
NSI for production of biogas
from press mud, a waste pro-
duced in the sugar industry
that could be used for
heating purposes. He said by
purifying and compressing it
further, the same could be
converted into bio-methane
which could be used as auto-
motive fuel.

He also presented a model
of a mini biogas plant which
can work upon press mud
alone or on a mixture of
kitchen waste and press mud or
even by using agriculture waste.
He said a small plant process-
ing 200 kg of such waste could
produce about 5 kg of biogas
which may suffice cooking
needs of 10 houses thus saving
equivalent amount of LPG.
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Chief Veterinary Officer Dr
RP Mishra, on Monday,

said that as on date 500 poul-
try samples had been sent for
testing out of which 450 were
negative and there was no
trace of any bird flu as appre-
hended.

He said 66 more samples
had been taken and if their
reports were negative, the ban
on the sale of poultr y
and poultr y products

would be lifted and the
Kanpur Zoological Gardens
would be thrown open to the
public.

The chief veterinary offi-
cer said all the reports sent by
the Indian Animal Research
Institute clearly stated
that there was no trace of
bird flu virus as was being
apprehended after a few
birds were found dead in
Kanpur zoo and its sur-
rounding areas.

He said all the poultry

products which were tested
were cleared.

He said quite a number of
samples had been sent to the
National Institute of High
Security Animal Diseases in
Bhopal and their reports were
awaited for giving a green sig-
nal for human consumption of
poultry products. 

The chief veterinary offi-
cer said NIHSAD had detect-
ed two strains of influenza
viruses so far and they were a
sub-type of avian influenza

found in poultry and wild ani-
mals, mainly in crows in Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh. He added
this strain posed a low risk to
people and was highly lethal
to wild birds and poultry.

He said the second
strain was found in ducks
in Kerala and migratory
birds in Himachal Pradesh.
He said this was a highly
infectious strain and caused
severe respiratory disease in
birds.
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Chief  Medical Officer Dr
Anil K Mishra said 15

more people tested positive of
coronavirus infection in
Kanpur Nagar during the past
24 hours. 

With this, the tally of con-
firmed coronavirus infections
detected in the city reached
32,781 on Monday evening.

The CMO said no
COVID-19 death was report-
ed in the city during the past
24 hours.

Dr Mishra said 151 active
cases were undergoing treat-
ment in the city at present. He
said 3203 samples were taken
in the city on Monday for test-
ing./����	0��� 	�������	���
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The Collectorganj police
caught 10 couples from a

hotel in Cooperganj who were
provided rooms without any
ID.

Along with the 10 youths,
the police also arrested the
hotel manager and initiated
penal action against them.

Station House Officer
Rajesh Pathak said on a tip-off
that a hotel of Cooperganj was
providing rooms to couples in
love on hourly charges without
checking their IDs, he along
with a special force raided the
spot and examined the visitors’
register of the hotel and caught
10 couples from different
rooms as they were allowed
entry without any ID.

The arrested youths were
identified as Pradeep Kumar of
Jarauli, Barra; Mohd Ahmad of
Babupurwa; Amit Verma of
Shastri Nagar; Mridul Kumar
of Parmat; Rafat of Awas Vikas
Colony, Kalyanpur; Numan
Ansari of Iftkharabad; Laxmi
Kant of Mandhana;
Dharmendra of Agra; Shoeb of
Begumpurwa and Farzan of
Gwaltoli.

They were booked under
section 31 (breach of public
peace) of the Indian Penal
Code.

Besides, an FIR was regis-
tered against hotel manager
Mayank Kumar of Juhi.

A report under the Sarai
Act against the hotel was also
being sent to the district
administration, the SHO said.
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KANPUR (PNS): A teenage
boy abducted from Jyoti village
in Sheoli police station area of
Kanpur Dehat was strangled to
death by his brother-in-law
who is an army man, and the
latter’s three friends.

The body was dumped in
the Ramganga canal in Sadh
police station area.

As the father of the
deceased boy had beaten up his
son-in-law three months ago,
the latter killed the boy to
avenge his insult.

Police arrested the accused
and were making efforts to
recover the body.

According to reports, 17-
year-old Lucky Singh, son of a
farmer Dinesh Singh, of Jyoti
village went out of the house in
the night on January 16 and did
not return. Dinesh Singh
lodged a report about the mys-
terious disappearance of his
son.

During investigation,
police suspected the role of
Dinesh Singh’s son-in-law
Sumit Singh of Naubasta
(Kanpur) in the disappearance
of Lucky and on being grilled,
he confessed his crime.

Sumit told the police that
on January 16 night, he called
Lucky on the phone and took
him in a car. On the way, he,
with the help of his friends
Ashok, Shivam and Golu of
Bharu village in Vidhnu, stran-
gled Lucky to death and
dumped the body in Ramganga
canal near Gopalpur village in
Sadh police station area.

Sumit told the police that
he had come here on leave four
months back. He said after an
argument with his wife Nidhi,
when he was beaten up by his
father-in-law and brother-in-
law, he decided to kill Lucky
Singh and did not join duty and
finally killed the teenager with
the help of his friends.
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Delhi Public School in
Sarvodaya Nagar organ-

ised a junior inter-school com-
petition, a two-day festival
packed with storytelling, object
talk, Ad Mad show, elocution,
declamation and much more.

The idea behind this liter-
ary festival was to expose the
children to the wonderful
world of books, stories, vocab-
ulary and learning. The event
had a fabulous line-up of out of
the box literary competitions to
give the right exposure to the
children.

DPS head mistress
Pratibha Shukla lit the cere-
monial lamp to inaugurate the
event and this was followed by
an aesthetic dance performance
by the students of Class V.

The event commenced
with a journey of the school,
thereby giving the message
that the school was dedicated

towards building the 21st cen-
tury skills in children, includ-
ing communication, collabo-
ration, creative and critical
thinking and above all confi-
dence.

Welcoming the judges and
students, Shukla said that an
event of this dimension cannot
happen overnight and the
wheels start rolling months in
advance. She expressed grati-
tude to the panel of judges
comprising Sneha Gupta,
Geetanjali Arora and Santoshi
Mishra, all renowned person-
alities from the literary world,
for their contribution to the
society by their work.

Students from reputed
schools participated in the
inter-school competition. They
participated in various literary
competitions.

Storytelling is an effective
tool for learning and develop-
ment in kids as it creates empa-
thy in them, helps with the

development of the brain and
lays the groundwork for the
development of social com-
munication and interpersonal
skills. Keeping this in mind, a
storytelling competition ‘Once
Upon A Time’ was conducted
for the students of classes 1 and
2, thereby developing confi-
dence and self-esteem in the
children and introducing them
to public speaking by giving
them an option of speaking
about an object they are inter-
ested in.

‘Talk Masters’, an object
talk competition, was held in
English for the pre-nursery,
nursery and prep children.
The little ones described their
favourite objects innovatively
and creatively, thus boosting
their confidence, oratory skills
and their memory.

Students of classes 1 and 2
also participated in the elocu-
tion competition, ‘Eloquence’.

Declamation competition

was organised for the students
of classes 3 to 5. It was a great
learning experience for the
students as it invited them to
speak on a given topic without
hesitation, repetition or devia-
tion. The students were judged
on the basis of knowledge
about the topic, vocabulary, flu-
ency and confidence.

The Ad Mad competition
was the perfect platform to
showcase that one has the
knack to advertise and win
hearts. In order to provide a
platform where a child can
showcase his/her creativity and
also boost his /her confidence
the Ad Mad competition
‘Radvertizing’ was presented.
The students of classes 3 to 5
showcased their talents and
their acting skills. The judges
boosted the morale of the chil-
dren.

The vote of thank was pro-
posed by DPS Director Rachna
Mohotra.



sion”. It is derived from the
experiment conducted in 1997
by Nathan Zohner, a 14-year-
old student, who gathered
petitions to ban “DHMO”, or
Dihydrogen Monoxide, as the
basis of his science project,
titled “How Gullible Are We?”
The experiment involved call-
ing water by an unfamiliar sci-
entific name and listing some
of its effects in a particularly
alarming manner, such as
causing burns when in a
gaseous form, accelerating cor-
rosion and causing suffocation!
Incidentally, Zohner con-
vinced 86 per cent of his class-
mates to sign the petition call-
ing for its ban, which tells us
a lot about human nature.

Trump used this phenom-
enon to good effect. While
established media outlets may
not have fully played along,
the conservative and extreme
Right-wing media outlets, like
Fox News and One America
News Network, did broadcast
his lies and conspiracy theo-
ries with telling effect. The dig-
ital social media platforms too,
such as Facebook and Twitter,
were no less complicit in
spreading his message of hate
till they finally banned him for
inciting violence.

After what we have wit-
nessed during his presidency, it
would be fair to say that the
American democracy, despite

its deep roots stretching back
244 years, has survived a direct
assault on its very foundation
by Trump and his acolytes by
a hair’s breadth. Thanks, in no
small measure, to the strength
of its democratic institutions
and the upstanding character of
the people who run these. An
outstanding example, but not
the only one, being that of for-
mer Vice-President Mike
Pence, who did not let his
unswerving support and loyal-
ty to President Trump get in the
way of doing the right thing,
despite intense pressure to sub-
vert the constitutional process.
The other institution that
deserves accolades, surviving
with its dignity and reputation
intact, was the judiciary. Trump
had expected that having
appointed a total of 200 Federal
Judges with lifetime tenures,
including two to the Supreme
Court, they would remain
beholden to him and act in a
manner to support his agenda.
He was, therefore, understand-
ably shocked and disappointed
when nearly all of his 60-plus
challenges to the election results
were summarily rejected by the
courts, including two by the
Supreme Court.

While Trumpism may be
on the decline in America, it is
alive and flourishing here in
India. Make no mistake, the
current dispensation — while

more circumspect and less
colourful — has been just as
damaging for our democracy.
Our secular traditions are in tat-
ters, empathetic behaviour for-
gotten and democratic institu-
tions have all but crumbled,
lacking even a shred of credi-
bility. A vast majority of our
media have become willing
handmaidens of the
Government. The military is
being incrementally politicised
and even our final bulwark, the
judiciary, especially the apex
court, is perceived to be func-
tioning in tandem with the
Government. Worst of all, we
have no Opposition leadership
worth the name, debilitated by
the cancer of dynastic ambition.

Yet, hope springs eternal.
After all, we have just witnessed
a young untested Indian crick-
et team rise like a phoenix from
the ashes of its worst defeat.
Despite being deprived of its
charismatic leader, another
stepped up from the shadows,
doing the impossible and lead-
ing the team to victory.
Similarly, we too should shun
fear and do the right thing; the
rest will follow.

(The writer is a military
veteran, who is a consultant
with the Observer Research
Foundation and Senior Visiting
Fellow with The Peninsula
Foundation, Chennai. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
playing dirty politics in West Bengal. The
party and its leaders are trying to gain sym-
pathy of voters by portaying that they are
the only ones who really respect the great
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and his ide-
ology. The visit of the BJP leaders to West
Bengal on the 125th birth anniversary of
Bose on January 23 was only a political
stunt with an eye on the forthcoming
Assembly elections.  The BJP is remind-
ed of such great leaders only at the time
of elections. 

The ruling party leaders are trying to
fool the people but the voters of West
Bengal are wise enough not to fall into
their trap. The people have realised that
the BJP leaders can go up to any extent just
for the sake of winning the elections. The
State can even be plunged into widespread
violence for the sake of politics. The BJP
will gain votes by creating a law and order
situation. It is high time that the BJP con-
centrated on the real issues confronting the
State and its people rather than showing
off its bogus image. West Bengal is grap-
pling with poverty, unemployment, illit-
eracy and several other problems besides
COVID. Both the Centre and the State
Government must focus on the real issues
troubling the people and not on poll gim-
micks. 

Bhagwan Thadani| Mumbai

������������������������
Sir — India is all set to witness a majestic
march past at the Rajpath and a mammoth
tractor rally by the farmers in Delhi on the
Republic Day. The farmers’ rally will
attract wide attention.  The farmers have
reiterated that repeal of the laws is the only
acceptable proposition for withdrawal of
the agitation. In fact, the offer of the
Government to put the laws on hold for
18 months itself is illogical as the Supreme
Court has already stayed their implemen-
tation until further orders. However, the
court can withdraw the stay soon, and the
laws will come into force immediately.
Faced with such vagueness, farmers fear

that a decision to retreat after accepting the
offer could prove costly for them eventu-
ally.  

An argument advanced against giv-
ing legal status to the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) is that it would put a heavy
burden on the national exchequer. It runs
counter to the repeated assertions that
farmers are free to sell their produce any-
where in the country. Here, wouldn’t the
envisioned higher prices for agricultural
produce in the market — being ‘opened
up’ now — reduce the dependence on the
MSP and lessen the burden on the Budget?
Farmers have deciphered the intentions
and the arguments.

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode 
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Sir —   In 2020, all the countries includ-
ing India faced an unprecedented chal-
lenge in the form of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In some countries like the UK and
the US, Coronavirus is still rearing its ugly
head and hospitals are looking like war

zones. It will take some more time for all
the countries to recover from the unwel-
come guest’s impact. At this juncture, the
decision to supply millions of COVID-19
vaccines free of cost from India to multi-
ple countries like Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives,
Myanmar, Seychelles, Mauritius, Brazil,
Morocco and so on is really laudable.  The
UK, Dominica, South Africa, Kenya,
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and the UAE  are
some other countries interested in
COVID-19 vaccines from India as these
vaccines are safe and cost-effective with-
out compromising on safety standards.

India is clearly upstaging China in the
COVID vaccines’ supply. India is planning
to vaccinate its 300 million people, almost
the population of the US. Indians should
dismiss all their apprehensions in taking
vaccine jabs. We must come forward to
make the inoculation drive successful. 

V Nagendra Kumar | Hyderabad 
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Former United States
President Donald
Trump’s blatant disre-
gard for all norms of
civilised behaviour, his

overt racism combined with an
outsized ego and the propensi-
ty to lie — 21 per day during his
term as per The Washington Post
— are well known. Yet, despite
this, or the 400,000 pandemic
deaths directly attributable to his
lack of leadership, or his futile
and rather ludicrous attempts to
overturn the election results, he
still continues to enjoy the sup-
port of approximately 34 per
cent of the population as per the
latest Gallup Poll.

This is indeed intriguing, and
while much of it can be attributed
to racism, bigotry and illiteracy, it
was his sophisticated use of the
media, especially social media,
that was probably the game-
changer. Unfortunately, while his
brash and uncouth ways may have
made him a laughing stock inter-
nationally, it also made for a very
dangerous and unstable world, in
which America had abdicated its
role as the beacon of democratic
norms and human decency.
Worse, he became the poster boy
for a cohort of other tinpot dic-
tators and autocrats globally, sud-
denly free to do as they pleased,
with little fear of retribution.

“If you tell a lie big enough
and keep repeating it, people will
eventually come to believe it,” said
Joseph Goebbels, Hitler’s Minister
for Propaganda. However, he did
add a caveat: “The lie can be main-
tained only for such time as the
State can shield the people from
the political, economic and/or
military consequences of the lie.
It thus becomes vitally important
for the State to use all of its pow-
ers to repress dissent, for the truth
is the mortal enemy of the lie and
thus, by extension, the truth is the
greatest enemy of the State.” It’s
something every autocrat and dic-
tator instinctively understands.

While swatting flies with a
sledgehammer has its advan-
tages, there are those who have
understood and utilised the con-
cept of “Zohnerism” to their
benefit. The term, coined by jour-
nalist James Glassman, refers to
“the use of true facts to lead a sci-
entifically and mathematically
ignorant public to a false conclu-

�������	

����*��
8�=���	�������$
�		����� ����!#
��G������ �����	�
����������������
����������=�������"�
#�����	�������������� ������
��������������������G����"

� !#�!���!��������'���8��%�!
F&�		���������

&�����������������
������� �H2�������
#;	���� ������������
�&�#�$1I�=������"
#� ���	����������

�������%������#������ ����"����%
�������������� �������������"

��;! � '%�' *8$�!�
F!����8���

#�%�������������=�
	�"�#� ������%���
�������������� �
������	����"
,�	���	��#�����
�����������=����������������������%�
����6���������������	������#���=�
����������	����%�������������"�

� ��&�  $��;% !
F���%�<���������

�����������������
��������'����

�	����!����<���
���������������	
����	����
�������"�'����	��
������=��*������	"�!����<������
�������������=��������"�

�%%�!��!�$�����1������
F,��������,�� ��

��������(� ����
�������������������
�������	���
 �	����������
� �����#��������

#����"����%����	J����������� �
���#�*�����������=������� �����
����=�"�

� !#�!�	8:��8$�;!�;<�%�!
F�7�=�����������



"�
�����������
������,������
������

"	��������"��	����������
	
���������"�

	(	���������������"��������������
��"�

������	���
�(�������"	�����������)���
=�������	����
1�����������

"����������	0�"	���������	""	��"�������
��"	����	��	���
��	���
����"��	���
�����	
�"��������>���	�?
="	�����	���
	���������

The Indian Constitution came into effect on
January 26, 1950 and the Constituent
Assembly first met on December 9, 1946 to

draft it in the Constitution Hall, now known as the
Central Hall of the Parliament.  The Constituent
Assembly firmly resolved to mould the dreams and
aspirations of Indians after the freedom struggle.

Historical background: Since the beginning,
the Constitution makers were transparent and knew
their purpose and direction. Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru while moving the Objectives Resolution in
the Constituent Assembly said: “Laws are made of
words but this Resolution is something higher than
the law.” He urged the members of the Assembly
to treat the Objectives Resolution as a declaration,
an undertaking and a pledge to achieve what they
promised the people of India and the yet unborn
citizens: A Constitution to call their own. 

The Objective Resolution declared India as an
independent, sovereign, republic. Pandit Nehru said:
“India is bound to be sovereign, it is bound to be
independent, and it is bound to be a republic.”
Clearly, the Constituent Assembly’s intention was
to end the monarchical system. The debates and
deliberations in the House led to the Objective
Resolution taking the form of the Preamble of the
Constitution. However, the ‘Mountbatten plan’
divided India into two new dominions on June 3,
1947, causing political changes to the Constituent
Assembly. Thus, the Resolution needed amendment
to factor in the changed political context. 

On August 29, 1947, the Constituent Assembly
formed the Drafting Committee, of which BR
Ambedkar was the convenor. The Drafting
Committee rendered meaning and form to the
Preamble and incorporated other matters in the
body of the Constitution. It took two years, 11
months and 17 days to complete the historic task
of drafting the Constitution of India. 

Preamble: Ambedkar’s new preamble defined
the essential features of the Indian State and its socio-
political objectives. While drafting the Constitution,
the makers imagined an egalitarian society built on
the values and the spirit embodied in the Resolution.
Pandit Thakur Das Bhargav, a member of the
Constituent Assembly, said: “The Preamble is the
most precious part of the Constitution. It is the soul
of the Constitution. It is the key to the Constitution.
It is a jewel set in the Constitution. It is a proper
yardstick with which one can measure the worth
of the Constitution.” 

The trinity of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity: 
The egalitarian society the founding fathers

envisioned, rests on four pillars established in the
Preamble: The pillars of Justice, Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity. However, the word ‘Fraternity’ is men-
tioned in the Constitution only once. Also
“Fraternity” and has not occupied much space in
judicial discourse by the Supreme Court compared
to Justice, Liberty and Equality. The French
Revolution inspired the Drafting Committee to
adopt the trinitarian concept of Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity preceded by Justice. The French were the
first to raise the slogan, “Liberty! Equality!
Fraternity!” against oppression by the State, to
demand political participation and to promote
brotherhood. Of the three revolutionary slogans, fra-
ternité, called for unity and solidarity, to be bound
as citizens of one nation. In his concluding remarks
on November 25, 1949, Ambedkar said: “We must
make our political democracy a social democracy
as well. Political democracy cannot last unless there
lies at the base of it social democracy. What does
social democracy mean? It means a way of life which
recognises liberty, equality and fraternity as the prin-
ciples of life.” 

Ambedkar asserted that the principles of
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity are to be treated as

a trinity and not as separate and
mutually exclusive items. They must
be seen as enforcing elements that
cannot be divorced from each other.
He said: “They form a union of trin-
ity in the sense that to divorce one
from the other is to defeat the very
purpose of democracy. Liberty can-
not be divorced from equality, equal-
ity cannot be divorced from liberty.
Nor can liberty and equality be
divorced from fraternity. Without
equality, liberty would produce the
supremacy of the few over the many.
Equality without liberty would kill
individual initiative. Without frater-
nity, liberty would produce the
supremacy of the few over the many.
Equality without liberty would kill
individual initiative. Without frater-
nity, liberty and equality could not
become a natural course of things. It
would require a constable to enforce
them.” 

Ambedkar pointed to the exist-
ing social and economic inequality
in Indian society and the significance
of the ideals of Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity to eliminate those inequal-
ities. On October 17, 1949, Acharya
Kripalani applauded the inclusion of
Fraternity in the Preamble. “Again I
come to the great doctrine of frater-
nity, which is allied with democra-
cy. It means that we are sons of the
same God, as the religious would say,
but as the mystic would say, that there
is one life pulsating through us all, or
as the Holy Bible says, ‘We are one of
another’. There can be no fraternity
without this.”

Courts on fraternity: The
Bombay High Court in the Indian
National Mines Overmen vs Western
Coalfields Limited case, challenging
the compulsory deduction of �50
from the salary/wages of its employ-
ees for transfer to the Prime

Minister’s National Relief Fund cited
the explanation given by Ambedkar
on Fraternity. The court said that
“fraternity means a sense of common
brotherhood of all Indians. In a coun-
try like ours with disruptive forces of
regionalism, communalism and lin-
guism, it is necessary to emphasise
and re-emphasise that the unity and
integrity of India can be preserved
only by a spirit of brotherhood. India
has one common citizenship and
every citizen should feel that s/he is
Indian first, irrespective of other
basis. In this view, any measure at
bringing about equality should be
welcome.” The court relied on
‘Fraternity’ in the Preamble and
Ambedkar’s speech on obligations
imposed under the Fundamental
Duties chapter, which do not other-
wise have any legal sanction. 

In the Prathvi Raj Chauhan vs
Union of India case, addressing the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, Justice Ravindra Bhat of the
Supreme Court said that fraternity
holds a crucial a place in the scheme
of our nation’s consciousness and
polity. However, he said that
‘Fraternity’ is one of the lesser
explored areas in the Constitutional
discourse of the judiciary. The court
observed that, “The Fraternity
assured by the Preamble is not a dec-
laration of a ritual handshake or cor-
diality between communities that are
diverse and have occupied different
spaces: It is far more.”

While evaluating the constitu-
tional validity of the appointment of
local tribals as special police officers
in Maoist-hit regions of Chhattisgarh
in the Nandini Sundar vs State of
Chhattisgarh case, the apex court
stressed on the importance of frater-
nity. It said, “Our Constitution posits
that unless we secure ... conditions of

social, economic and political justice
for all who live in India, we would not
have achieved human dignity for our
citizens, nor would we be able to pro-
mote fraternity among groups of
them. Policies that run counter to that
essential truth destroy national unity
and integrity.”  The court said that the
Constitution casts a positive obliga-
tion on the State to take necessary
steps to protect the fundamental
rights of all citizens. The State is oblig-
ed to secure conditions where digni-
ty of its citizens is protected to
enable all to live in conditions of fra-
ternity. Fraternity not only acts as the
binding element between unity and
equality, it gives birth to new rights
which facilitate the constitutional goal
of an egalitarian society. The right to
live with dignity and respect, free
from oppression and untouchabili-
ty. The fundamental rights granted
in the Constitution are structured on
the principles liberty, equality, and
fraternity.  These ideals are inscribed
in the Constitution’s Preamble. The
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,1948, which is contemporane-
ous with the Indian Constitution,
recognises inherent dignity and the
equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family.  This
is the foundation of freedom, justice
and peace in the world.

Thus, the Constitutional value of
‘Fraternity’ must be palpably seen in
the actions of the State and
Constitutional functionaries.
Fraternity must be seen in the laws
and enactments by Parliament and
the Legislature. Fraternity must per-
colate into people’s lives to uphold a
sense of brotherhood that the
Constitution makers envisioned for
India. The ideals of Liberty, Equality
and Fraternity are coexistent, inter-
dependent and inseparable.
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Now when the Union
Budget 2021-22 is
around the corner, in the

midst of one of the worst pub-
lic health emergencies faced by
humanity in recent memory, it
is high time for the healthcare
industry to articulate its con-
cerns and expectations. Only a
well-formulated and balanced
annual financial statement with
adequate allocation and focus
on all critical segments, as well
as on secondary aspects, can
prepare the country to improve
its health services and meet the
challenges of inoculating such a
large population as ours.  

Need to address poor
spending on healthcare: There
is an urgent need to raise the
allocation on health as a propor-

tion of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). The gap is so
large and the population so
underserved that this would
have to be done for several years
in succession to alleviate the sit-
uation. 

The forthcoming financial
statement should focus on sig-
nificantly higher allocations for
Research & Development
(R&D) in biotechnology, epi-
demiology and pharmaceuticals
including vaccines and in build-
ing healthcare infrastructure.
The ongoing pandemic reiter-
ates the need for increased pub-
lic spending on healthcare
which is still in the range of 1.3
per cent of the GDP, far lower
than what has been stated and
promised.

More allocation must for
infrastructure and skill devel-
opment: It is another key area
that the Government should
prioritise. India has less than a
bed and a doctor per 1,000 pop-
ulation, far lower than the
World Health Organisation’s
(WHO’s) standards. We need to
invest in setting up an increased
number of medical colleges
with requisite infrastructure
while giving due importance to
key departments which play a
significant role in preventing
infections in hospital environ-
ments, apart from the operating
rooms and Intensive Care Units
(ICUs). There is also a pressing
need to contain the problem of
antibiotic and antimicrobial
resistance for getting the desired

improvement in overall out-
comes. If the Centre truly seeks
to involve private capital it must
relax unrealistic price restric-
tions and do away with outdat-
ed rules.  One initiative that can
be taken is to ask the medical
and pharmaceutical companies
to direct their Corporate Social

Responsibility funds for devel-
opment of healthcare infra-
structure and capacity building.

Expansion of digital
healthcare must be the focus of
the Union Budget: The coun-
try needs connected health-
care — a digital ecosystem
where real-time data from top
Government and private hospi-
tals and diagnostic centres flows
into a data centre that tracks,
monitors and predicts changes
in disease patterns, so that time-
ly action can be initiated to obvi-
ate the expensive follow-on
treatment. In this context, the
National Digital Health Mission
is a step in the right direction.
It needs to be strengthened
and investments are required to
be made to create the infrastruc-

ture and capacity for collecting
and analysing data.

Need to expand the ambit
of medical insurance: The
annual financial statement 2021
also needs to ensure that med-
ical insurance is extended as
much as possible to drive the
idea of universal healthcare in
the country. Treatments like
dental procedures, mental
healthcare and homecare for the
sick need to be included as part
of health insurance policies. 

Therefore, the Union
Budget must be a well-thought
out document from the health-
care sector’s perspective and the
allocation of 1.6 per cent of the
GDP in the previous Budget
must be improved under all cir-
cumstances. 
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The writer is Advocate,
Supreme Court of India,

and partner, Dua
Associates. The views

expressed are personal.
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The writer is president,
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and Pharma, 
and founder Reva

Pharma.
The views expressed 

are personal.
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The Centre on Monday
refuted the claim that the

portrait of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose unveiled by
President Ram Nath Kovind in
‘Rashtrapati Bhawan’ was “fake”
and that of Bengali actor
Prosenjit Chatterjee, who had
played the role of Bose in a
film.

This is yet another contro-
versy over which BJP and TMC
have clashed with each other as
the latter charged the former
with showing disrespect to
‘Netaji’.

Terming the debate as
“fake”,  the Central
Government clarified that the
portrait  of  Netaji  in
‘Rashtrapati Bhavan’ is based
on an original photo of the
freedom fighter. “Shows how
the entire debate is fake and
based on poor research,” the
Government said.

President Kovind  on
January 23 unveiled a portrait
of  Bose at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to mark the beginning
of celebrations to commemo-

rate the freedom fighter’s
125th birth anniversary.

TMC MP Mahua Moitra,
however, claimed on Twitter
that there was a mix-up and
that the portrait unveiled by
the President was not of Netaji
but of actor Prosenjit.

Actor Prosenjit played
Bose in a 2019 Bengali film
Gumnaami, which deals with
the freedom fighter’s death
mystery.

The ‘Gumnami Baba’, who
lived in an out-house of ‘Ram-
Bhawan” at Faizabad, UP,
since 1983, died in 1985,
without anyone, outside his
close followers, ever seeing
him.

It is claimed by some that
he was Netaji himself living in
anonymity. After his death,
bundles of The Pioneer daily,
besides other things, were
also reportedly recovered
from his mysterious dwelling.

The TMC MP not only
attacked the Central govern-
ment over the alleged faux pas
but also had a dig at the
President. The TMC MP
tweeted, “After donating �5

lakh to the Ram temple the
President honours Netaji by
unveiling a portrait  of
Prasenjit, the actor who played
him in biopic. God Save India
(because this government cer-
tainly can’t),” Moitra said.

According to an official
statement, the portrait of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
was unveiled at  the
‘Rashtrapati Bhavan’ to mark
the beginning of year-long
celebrations to commemorate
his 125th birth anniversary.

The Government has
decided to observe January 23
as “Parakram Divas” to com-
memorate the birth anniver-
sary of Bose, who was born on
this day in 1897. 

BJP sources said the photo
was provided by Netaji’s fam-
ily to famous Padma Shri
award-winning artist Paresh
Maity, who painted the por-
trait. “The photo does not
resemble Prosenjit at all. It is
an unnecessary controversy,”
the sources said.

Chandra Kumar Bose,
Netaji’s grand-nephew and a
member of the BJP, also post-
ed on the micro-blogging site
that the portrait was based on
the leader’s original photo-
graph.

In fact, Prosenjit also him-
self tweeted to put the con-
troversy to rest: “Would like to
congratulate Paresh Maity for
the wonderful piece of art in
remembrance of our National
hero Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose. As an Actor, I’m elated
that people thought, that the
painting resembles my char-
acter in Gumnami.”

TMC MP Moitra has since
deleted her tweet.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday lauded

the contribution of children in
raising awareness about hand-
washing during the Covid-19
pandemic, and said that a pro-
gramme tastes success if they
become part of it. In an inter-
action with the ‘Pradhan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar’awardees via video
conferencing, Modi praised
the winners and said they
should never stop working and
stay humble all the time. 

Thirty-two children have
been chosen for the Pradhan
Mantri Bal Puraskar this year
for displaying valour, excep-
tional abilities and outstanding
accomplishments in various
fields, including arts, culture,
archery and swimming. 

Modi asked them to work
for the country, urging them to
think of what they can do as the
nation approaches the 75th
year of its Independence. The
Prime Minister also asked them
to read biographies and said it
will keep inspiring them. Union
Minister Smriti Irani also inter-

acted with the children. 
Jyoti Kumari, 16, cycled to

her native place Darbhanga dis-
trict in Bihar from Gurgaon in
Haryana covering around 1,200
km with her father on the rear
carrier amid the nationwide
lockdown in May last year. She
has been awarded for her brav-
ery. “During the COVID-19
lockdown, she traversed 1,200
kms from Sikandarpur in
Haryana to Darbhanga in Bihar
to reach home,” the citation
issued for her by the Women
and Child Development
Ministry said. 
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CRPF Assistant Sub
Inspector (ASI) Mohan Lal

who “chased and fired” at an
explosives-laden car that
rammed into a force bus in
Pulwama killing him and 39
troops onboard in 2019 has
been decorated with the high-
est police medal for gallantry
on the eve of the Republic Day
on Monday. A total of 207
police bravery medals were
declared by the Government
apart from 89 President’s police
medals for distinguished ser-
vice and 650 police medals for
meritorious service, as per a list
published by the Union Home
Ministry. 

Only two police personnel
have been decorated with the
top category President’s Police
Medal for Gallantry (PPMG)
this time, CRPF’s Lal and late
Jharkhand Police ASI Banua
Oraon. As many as 205 per-
sonnel have been decorated
with the second-highest police
medal for gallantry or the
PMG.  50-year-old ASI Lal was
the picket commander of the
CRPF road opening party
deployed on February 14, 2019
at milestone number 272 near
the BSNL Tower in Lethpora,
Pulwama on the Jammu-
Srinagar highway when the
dastardly terror attack was car-
ried out by the Jaish-e-
Mohammad terrorist outfit. 

The attack car was being
driven by suicide bomber Adil
Ahmed Dar with about 200 kgs
of explosives inside.  The CRPF
said Lal, after passing of few
vehicles of the cavalcade,
noticed this car “running
alongside the convoy and try-
ing to enter between the con-
voy vehicles.” The brave official
“signalled and chased the car to
stop but could not match its
speed”.  “Ultimately, finding no
other option, he fired towards
the suspicious car to stop but
the car rammed into a nearby
running CRPF bus and a huge
blast took place,” the force
said. The massive blast killed a
total of 40 CRPF personnel, 39

on the bus and Lal, it said.        
The Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF), the lead force for
anti-Naxal operations and
counter-terrorist operations in
Jammu and Kashmir, also led
the gallantry medals tally with
a total 69 medals (1 PPMG and
68 PMG) followed by 52
earned by the JK Police, 20 by
the Border Security Force, 17
by the Delhi Police and 13 by
Maharashtra Police and others.
Two personnel of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
force, tasked to guard the Line
of Actual Control with China,
have also been given the police
medal for gallantry. 

Deputy Commandant
Rajesh Kumar Luthra has been
decorated for displaying
courage and presence of mind
to defuse a faceoff with
Chinese troops at Ladakh in
July, 2019 while another offi-
cer of the border guarding
force, Assistant Commandant
Anurag Kumar Singh, has
been given a gallantry medal
for the second time for under-
taking a counter-terrorist
operation in Jammu and
Kashmir in 2017. 

The other recipients from
ITBP include Inspector
General (IG) Deepam Seth,
awarded the meritorious ser-
vice medal, and Deputy IG
(veterinary) Sudhakar
Natarajan who has been
bestowed the distinguished
service medal. Seth, a 1995-
batch Indian Police Service
officer of Uttarakhand cadre,
is heading the ITBP northwest
frontier formation based in
Ladakh since mid-2019. 

Delhi Police off icer
Mahesh Bhardwaj, deputed as
Senior Superintendent of
Police in the CBI to probe
extrajudicial  kil l ings in
Manipur, has been awarded
the President’ Police Medal for
Distinguished Service on the
occasion of Republic Day.
Bhardwaj, who joined Delhi
Police as Assistant
Commissioner in the year
1993, has worked extensively
with United Nations Police,

Andaman Nicobar and
Mizoram police, National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) and the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
In February, 2018, he was
deputed in the CBI on the
direction of Supreme Court to
associate with the investigation
of alleged extra judicial killings
and human rights violations by
security forces in Manipur. 

BSF’s Assistant
Commandant Gajender Singh,
ASI Braj Kishore Yadav,
Constables Amresh Kumar
and Abhijit Nandy were
awarded gallantry awards
posthumously. Gallantry
awards were given to DIG
Surjeet Singh Guleria, DIG
Hari Lal and Assistant
Commandants Raman Gupta
and Prateek Vashishth. Medals
for distinguished service were
awarded to DIGs Umesh
Kumar Nayal, Surjit Singh,
Dharmendra Pareek, Ajit
Kumar Tete and Ranveer
Singh Shaktawat. 

Officers and personnel of
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) have been
awarded with the prestigious
‘Police Medal for Meritorious
Service’ on the occasion of
Republic Day-2021. The Police
Medal for Meritorious Service
is awarded to the personnel of
Central police and security
organization who have com-
pleted a minimum service of 18
years. The medal is awarded to
personnel for their commend-
able work whether operational
or administrative. Love Kumar,
S e c o n d - i n - C o m m a n d ,
Surendra Kumar, Assistant
Commandant, Inspector
Ramakant Singh and Assistant
Sub-Inspector Moenuddin
Khan have been awarded with
the ‘Police Medal for
Meritorious Service’ in recog-
nition to their outstanding ser-
vices. So far 10 NDRF
Officers/personnel have been
awarded with President’s Police
Medal for Distinguished Service
and 74 personnel with Police
Medal for Meritorious Service,
said NDRF in statement.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Monday awarded

Padma Vibhushan awards to
seven eminent persons includ-
ing late singer SP
Balasubramanian and Japan’s
former Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe and noted archeologist
B.B.Lal who headed excavation
of Ayodhya. Others are famous
doctor BM Hegde, spiritual
leader Maulana Wahinduddin
Khan, artist Sudarshan Sahoo
and US based scientist late
Narinder Singh Kapany.

10 persons were awarded

Padma Bhushan including late
Chief Ministers of Gujarat and
Assam Keshubhai Patel and
Tarun Gogoi and former Union
Minister late Ram Vilas
Paswan. Former Lok Sabha
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan and
Nripendra Misra, former
Principal Secretary of Prime
Minister. Other who got Padma
Bhushan are Tarlochan Singh,
former Chairman of Minorties
Commission, spiritual leader
late Kalbe Sadiq, noted singer
K.S. Chitra, Chandrasekhar
Kambara, writer from
Karnataka and industrialist RD
Shroff.

102 persons are awarded
Padma Shri. “This year the
President has approved con-
ferment of 119 Padma Awards
including 1 duo case (in a duo
case, the Award is counted as
one) as per list below. The list
comprises 7 Padma
Vibhushan, 10 Padma
Bhushan and 102 Padma Shri
Awards. 29 of the awardees are
women and the list also
includes 10 persons from the
category of
Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI, 16
Posthumous awardees and 1
transgender awardee,” said
Government in a statement.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Monday paid tributes to

farmers saying every Indian is
grateful to them for ensuring
food security in our vast and
populous country, and gave the
assurance that the Government
is devoted to farmers’ welfare.

“Every Indian salutes our
farmers, who have made our
vast and populous country
self-reliant in food-grains and
dairy products.  Despite adver-
sities of nature, numerous other
challenges and the COVID-19
pandemic, our farmers sus-
tained the agricultural pro-
duction,” he said in his address
on the eve of the 72nd Republic
Day.

“A grateful nation is fully
committed to the welfare of our
farmers. Just as our hardwork-
ing farmers ensure food secu-
rity for the country, the brave
soldiers of the armed forces
ensure security of our nation-
al boundaries amid severest
conditions,” Kovind said.

The comments by the
President come against the
backdrop of the ongoing agi-
tation by farmers against three
new farm laws.

The President said the path
to reforms in the initial stages
may cause misapprehensions,
but the government is devoted
to farmers’ welfare.

“Economic reforms have
continued apace and have been
supplemented by long-pending
reforms in the areas of labour
and agriculture through legis-
lation. The path to reform at
the initial stages may cause
misapprehensions. 

However, it is beyond
doubt that the government
remains singularly devoted to
farmers’ welfare,” he said. 

Kovind said the country’s
farmers, soldiers and scientists
deserve special appreciation
and the entire nation is grate-
ful to them.

“From space to the farms,
from educational institutions to
hospitals, the community of
scientists has enriched our life
and work. Our scientists have
been working day and night for
decoding the Coronavirus and
they have succeeded in devel-
oping the vaccine in record
time. With this accomplish-
ment, our scientists have added
a glorious chapter of contribu-
tion to the well-being of
humanity.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Monday termed the suc-

cessful conduct of elections
during pandemic an extraor-
dinary achievement of our
democracy and said that the
right to vote must be respect-
ed, noting that people around
the world have struggled a lot
to earn this right.

Addressing through vir-
tual mode an event to celebrate
the 11th National Voters’ Day,
Kovind said even in America,
one of the leading democracies
in the world, people had to
undertake decades of struggle
to get this right. In Britain,
women got the right to vote
after a long fight, he said.

The condition was similar
in India before Independence.
But after India earned its free-
dom, anyone of 21 years of age
and above were allowed to
vote which was later reduced to

18, he said. “We should always
respect the valuable right to
vote. The right to vote is not a
simple right. People around the
world have struggled a lot for
this. Since Independence, our
Constitution has given equal
voting rights to all citizens
without any discrimination on
the basis of merit, religion, race,
caste,” Kovind said. 

For his part, Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad defended
the Electronic Voting Machine,
describing it as an instrument
designed to empower the ordi-
nary Indian. “We can have
difference of opinion on the use
of electronic voting machine.
But can we deny that the EVM
is an instrument which has
given power to nearly all the
political formations of India in
different parts, in varying
degree,” he asked. Opposition
leaders including Jairam
Ramesh of Congress and Derek
O’Brien of the Trinamool

Congress were present when
Prasad made these remarks.

Some parties have on mul-
tiple occasions questioned the
reliability of the EVMs. The
Election Commission has all
along maintained that the
machines are tamper-proof.
Prasad also launched the e-
EPIC programme and distrib-
uted e-EPICs and Elector
Photo Identity Cards to five
new voters. Three publica-
tions were also launched by
Prasad.

The electronic version of
the voters’ photo identity card
can be stored on mobile phones
and downloaded on personal
computers.

Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora said
that the mock trials for remote
voting facility for electors
would begin soon. A research
project on remote voting using
cutting-edge technology has
already begun, he revealed.
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The Congress on Monday
lashed out at  Pr ime

Minister Narendra Modi stat-
ing that his alleged silence
over the Chinese encroach-
ment in the country’s border,
was increasing the enemy’s
spirits.

Taking to Twitter, for-
mer Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi stated that China is
expanding its occupation into
the Indian territory, while the
Prime Minister has not said
the word ‘China’ for months.
Slamming PM Modi, the
Congress leader said, “Mr
56-inch,” who had promised
to never compromise the bor-
der security, could start by
saying the word ‘China’.

Congress  chief
spokesperson R andeep
Surjewala also attacked the
Prime Minister, stating that
his alleged silence over the
Chinese encroachment in the
country’s border, was increas-
ing the enemy’s spirits. He
called on the government to
come to clear the situation
along the border and to take
the nation in confidence. 

New Delhi: Foreign invaders
chose Ram temple for demo-
lition because they knew that
the soul of India resides there,
said Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Sunday.

Speaking at a felicitation
event for donors of Shri Ram
Janam Bhoomi Mandir Nidhi
Samarpan Abhiyan in Delhi,
the Union Minister said that
a “historical mistake” was
corrected on 
December 6, 1992, with the
demolition of Babri Mosque
in Ayodhya.

When foreign invaders
like Babur came to India,
why did they choose the Ram
temple for demolition because
they knew that the soul of the
country resides in Ram tem-
ple. 
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Two days after the Victoria
Memorial incident when

Mamata Banerjee refused to
deliver a speech after being
allegedly “teased” with Jai
Shri Ram slogans by BJP
supporters the Bengal Chief
Minister on Monday attacked
the saffron leadership for not
only insulting her but also
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
in whose remembrance the
grand event was organized by
the Union Government. The
programme was attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Lashing out at the BJP
Banerjee said “Netaji stood
for communal unity … he
belonged to everyone … but

what BJP supporters did in a
bid to tease me in front of the
Prime Minister has not only
insulted me but also Netaji
and Bengal.”

Terming the BJP as
Bharat Jalao Party (Burn
India Party) Banerjee said
that the BJP has been con-
tinuously insulting the icons
of Bengal, Netaji being the
“latest addition to the list.”
She had earlier flayed the BJP
national president JP Nadda
for insulting Rabindranath
Tagore by wrongly quoting
his place of birth and the saf-
fron workers for vandalizing
the statue of 19th century
reformer Ishwar Chandra
Vidya Sagar during a 2019
pol it ical  ra l ly  of  Home
Minister Amit Shah.

“Will you invite me to
your house for a dinner and
then slap me and turn me out
… this is what they did …
They shouted slogans ---
which had no relation with
Netaji’s anniversary --- only
to tease me… I was insulted
in front of the Prime Minister
of the country… I was invit-
ed to that programme …
This is their culture … but
this cannot be the culture of
Bengal or our country,”
Banerjee said adding she
would have not objected had
the slogans been raised hail-
ing Netaji.

Major controversy was
sparked after Banerjee pub-
licly chased BJP supporters, -
-- and threatened them with
dire consequences --- who

raised Jai Shri Ram slogans
when her convoy passed their
areas during 2019 general
elections.

Attacking the turncoats
who were quitt ing the
Trinamool Congress to join
the BJP, Banerjee said “these
people are leaving the party
because they know that they
will not get ticket from
TMC… I want more such
people to quit the party early
so that our work becomes
easier.”

About a dozen TMC
ministers, legislators and
other functionaries l ike
Suvendu Adhikari, Laxmi
Ratan Shukla, Rajiv Banerjee,
Sunil Mandal, and others
have either quit the Cabinet
or the party in the past one

month. The “betrayers,”
would never be welcomed
back, she said.

The BJP soon hit back at
the Chief Minister saying she
always failed to appreciate in
her urgency to play vote bank
politics that Lord Rama had
always been an essential part
of Indian culture. 

“She is known for her ear-
lier reactions to Lord Rama’s
name … His name is taken
whenever there is a festive
occasion … January 23 was a
festive occasion when we
were celebrating Netaji …
but she had to appease a sec-
tion of people for vote bank
politics and so this contro-
versy was created …she could
have ignored this,” BJP leader
Samik Bhattacharya said.
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Chennai: Expelled AIADMK leader VK  Sasikala,
serving a jail term in Bengaluru in a corruption
case and presently under treatment for coron-
avirus, will be released from prison on
Wednesday “according to all our expectations,”
her nephew T T V Dhinakaran said on Monday.

With the former aide of late Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa recuperating in a
Bengaluru hospital, her discharge from the med-
ical facility will be made known later, he said in
a tweet.

“According all our expectations...
Chinnamma (Sasikala) will be released (from
prison) day after tomorrow, 27-01-2021,”
Dhinakaran said.

Independent legislator Dhinakaran, Sasikala's
nephew and founder of Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK) said his aunt was
recuperating from coronavirus and that her dis-
charge from the hospital will be made known later
after consulting doctors. PTI
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Kaamya Karthikeyan, the teenaged daughter of
Indian Navy Commander S Karthikeyan and

Lavanya, is among the five children from
Maharashtra chosen  for the Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Shakti Puraskar  (PMRBSP)-2021 on
the occasion of Republic Day. 

She is the only girl among five children from
Maharashtra who have bagged the PMRBSP-2021
honour for their excellence in different fields.  The
other award winners are: Shreenabh Muojesh
Agrawal, Kameshwar Jagannath Waghmare, Archit
Rahul Pani and Sonit Sisolekar.  Thirteen-year-old
Kaamya is studying in Class VIII of the Navy
Children School here.  She is awarded for her
unprecedented feats in mountaineering and this is
the highest award for citizens below 18 years. 
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Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari

found himself at the receiving
end of farmers’ protests in
Mumbai on Monday, as NCP
chief Sharad Pawar charged
that the Governor “has time to
meet Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut but not our
farmers” and the agitating
farmers tore  down  copies of
memorandum addressed
Koshyari  demanding the
repeal of three controversial
farm laws in protest against his

failure to meet 
them.

Anger erupted among the
agitating farmers gathered at
the historic Azad maidan when
they  heard   from  Pawar about
the unavailability of the
Governor for a meeting  with
their leaders.  During his
address  to the farmers, Pawar
disclosed that Koshyari had left
for Goa without bothering to
meet them and charged that the
latter had neither “moral
responsibility” or “decency” to
live up as a person holding the
gubernatorial office.

Mincing no words in his
attack against the Governor,
Pawar told the famers’ gather-
ing: 

“While I appreciate you for
your mammoth show of
strength against the powers-
that-be who are out to destroy
your lives, the Governor whom
you are scheduled to meet
after this rally has gone away to
Goa.  Maharashtra has not
had  such a Governor as the
current one in its history. He
has time to meet Bollywood
actress Kangana Ranuat but has
no time to meet our farmers''.
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Washington: As the House prepares to
bring the impeachment charge against
Donald Trump to the Senate for trial,
a growing number of Republican sen-
ators say they are opposed to the pro-
ceeding, dimming the chances that
former president will be convicted on
the charge that he incited a siege of the
US Capitol.

House Democrats will carry the sole
impeachment charge of “incitement of
insurrection” across the Capitol late
Monday evening, a rare and ceremoni-
al walk to the Senate by the prosecutors
who will argue their case. They are hop-
ing that strong Republican denuncia-
tions of Trump after the Jan. 6 riot will
translate into a conviction and a sepa-
rate vote to bar Trump from holding
office again.

But instead, GOP passions appear
to have cooled since the insurrection.
Now that Trump's presidency is over,
Republican senators who will serve as
jurors in the trial are rallying to his legal
defense, as they did during his first
impeachment trial last year.

“I think the trial is stupid, I think
it's counterproductive,” said Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla.. He said that “the first
chance I get to vote to end this trial, I'll

do it” because he believes it would be
bad for the country and further inflame
partisan divisions.

Trump is the first former president
to face impeachment trial, and it will test
his grip on the Republican Party as well
as the legacy of his tenure, which came
to a close as a mob of loyal supporters
heeded his rally cry by storming the

Capitol and trying to overturn Joe
Biden's election.

The proceedings will also force
Democrats, who have a full sweep of
party control of the White House and
Congress, to balance their promise to
hold the former president accountable
while also rushing to deliver on Biden's
priorities. AP

Washington: Federal law enforcement
officials are examining a number of
threats aimed at members of Congress
as the second trial of former President
Donald Trump nears, including omi-
nous chatter about killing legislators or
attacking them outside of the U.S.
Capitol, a U.S. Official told The
Associated Press.

The threats, and concerns that
armed protesters could return to sack
the Capitol anew, have prompted the
U.S. Capitol Police and other federal law
enforcement to insist thousands of
National Guard troops remain in

Washington as the Senate moves for-
ward with plans for Trump's trial, the
official said.

The shocking insurrection at the
Capitol by a pro-Trump mob prompt-
ed federal officials to rethink security
in and around its landmarks, resulting
in an unprecedented lockdown for
Biden's inauguration. 

Though the event went off with-
out any problems and armed protests
around the country did not material-
ize, the threats to lawmakers ahead of
Trump's trial exemplified the contin-
ued potential for danger. AP

Washington: President Joe Biden is set to issue an exec-
utive order to reverse a Pentagon policy that largely bars
transgender individuals from joining the military, dump-
ing a ban ordered by President Donald Trump in a tweet
during his first year in office, a person briefed on the deci-
sion tells The Associated Press.

Biden has been widely expected to overturn the
Trump policy in his early days in office. 

The White House could announce the move as early
as Monday, according to the person briefed on the deci-
sion who spoke on the condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the order.

The move to reverse the policy has the support of
Biden's newly confirmed defense secretary, retired Army
Gen. Lloyd Austin, who spoke of the need to overturn
it during his Senate confirmation hearing last week.

“I support the president's plan or plan to overturn
the ban,” Austin said.  “If you're fit and you're qualified
to serve and you can maintain the standards, you should
be allowed to serve.” 

The decision comes as Biden plans to turn his atten-
tion to equity issues that he believes continue to shad-
ow nearly all aspects of American life. Ahead of his inau-
guration, Biden's transition team circulated a memo from
Ron Klain, now the White House chief of staff, that
sketched out Biden's plan to use his first full week as pres-
ident “to advance equity and support communities of color
and other underserved communities.”  

The move to overturn the transgender ban is also the
latest example of Biden using executive authority in his first
days as president to dismantle Trump's legacy. AP

Washington:US President Joe Biden
will sign a series of executive orders on
Monday to promote “Made in America”
products and strengthen supply chains,
senior officials said, asserting that the
new administration remains commit-
ted to working with partners and allies
to modernise international trade rules.

Prominent among the executive
orders include a strict enforcement of
procuring products made inside the
country by federal agencies. This is very
significant given that contracting alone
accounts for nearly USD 600 billion in
federal spending.

Biden is taking action to reset the
US government's longstanding
approach to domestic preferences to
create an approach that will remain
durable for years to come and grow
quality, union jobs, according to a
senior administration official.

It is long overdue that the US gov-
ernment utilises the full force of cur-
rent domestic preferences to support
America's workers and businesses,
strengthening the economy, workers,
and communities across the country,
the official said.

The President's Executive Order
establishes the goals and standards nec-
essary to use federal purchasing, and
other forms of federal assistance with
domestic preference requirements, as

a way to proactively invest in American
industry so it can continue to lead in
the global marketplace, the White
House said.

For the executive order, Made in
America refers to domestic preferences
related to federal procurement, feder-
al grants, and other forms of federal
assistance. Buy American and Buy
America refers to the specific statutes
that go by those names, it said.

The executive order to be signed by
Biden at the White House, directs agen-
cies to close current loopholes in how
domestic content is measured and
increase domestic content require-
ments and appoints a new senior
leader in the Executive Office of the
President in charge of the government's
Made in America policy approach.

This order creates a central review
of agency waivers of 'Buy American'
requirements, fulfilling the president's
commitment to crack down on unnec-
essary waivers. It also directs the
General Services Administration to
publish relevant waivers on a publicly
available website.

President will continue to be a
strong advocate for the Jones Act and
its mandate that only US-flag vessels
carry cargo between US ports, which
supports American production and
America's workers. PTI
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India has called on technology
companies to ensure transparen-

cy and a check on misinformation
on their platforms, cautioning that
there is a growing tendency of for-
eign interference in the internal
affairs of other countries through
disinformation campaigns.

Addressing the Arria-formu-
la meeting on media freedom in
Belarus organised by the Estonian
Permanent Mission on Friday,
India's Deputy Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador K. Nagaraj Naidu said
that the information revolution
has both benefited and weakened
media systems.

“Today, the global economy of

disinformation rests on the complex
interaction between data sets, algo-
rithms and information infra-
structure built by technology com-
panies. These algorithms govern
not just what information is avail-
able to different populations, but
also to whom, and with what fre-
quency,” Naidu said.

“As such, tech companies have
the obligation to make sure that the
platforms they have deployed are
transparent and their users are not
misinformed,” he said.

Sounding a note of caution,
Naidu said there is also a “growing
tendency of foreign interference in
the internal affairs of other coun-
tries through use of disinformation
campaigns to advance ulterior polit-
ical agendas.”

Islamabad: The body of Karima
Baloch, a 37-year-old Pakistani dis-
sident from the ethnic Baloch com-
munity and a prominent women's
rights activist, who died in mysteri-
ous circumstances while in exile in
Canada, was brought home and
buried in her village in the restive
Balochistan province amid tight
security, officials said on Monday.

Karima, who was highly critical
of Pakistan's security agencies and
campaigned extensively against dis-
appearances and human rights vio-
lations in the troubled Balochistan
province, was found dead in Toronto
downtown waterfront on December
22.

Officials said that her immediate
family was present at the funeral on
Sunday in the Tump village of the
Keach area of the restive province.

Security was tight due to the fear

of protests by the Baloch nationalists
who cherished her as their leader. Her
supporters claimed on social media
that the village was virtually sealed off
so that people from other areas
could not attend the funeral.

In some videos, people are seen
requesting security forces to allow
them to attend the funeral prayers.

Security sources said that the
mobile phone services were sus-
pended in the area to avoid any unto-
ward incidents as militants often use
it to carry out acts of sabotage.

Toronto police have not treated
her death as suspicious though there
were allegations by her supporters
that she was killed.

Her family members are not sure
what happened. According to police
in Toronto, her body was found near
Lake Ontario, but no further details
were given.  PTI
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Brussels: European Union
foreign Ministers on Monday
debated the 27-nation bloc's
response to the arrest of
Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny and a week-
end police crackdown that
saw thousands taken into
custody during protests in
support  of  President
Vladimir Putin's most well-
known critic.

“This wave of detention is
something that worries us a
lot, as well as the detention of
Mr Navalny,” EU foreign pol-
icy chief Josep Borrell said as
he arrived to chair the min-
isterial meeting in Brussels.
More than 3,500 people were
reportedly taken into custody
during the nat ionwide
protests. AP

Mexico City (Mexico): Mexican
President Andrés Manuel López
Obrador has said that he has tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 and that the symp-
toms are mild.

Mexico's president, who has been
criticised for his handling of his coun-
try's pandemic and for not setting an

example of prevention in public, said
on his official Twitter account that he
is under medical treatment.

“I regret to inform you that I am
infected with Covid-19,” he tweeted.
“The symptoms are mild but I am
already under medical 
treatment.  AP

(.���� ��������
���'�=�����������
�����������%������

8��������
��������'�����
�������������������
	

��
���������������A�����
�

��%��������������!����������=��
��������	����� �����������

&�������
�����,�%�������'��������

��?���<��!��4�����B,��������,��

Washington: Joe Biden sought to mend
and bolster US' strained ties with France
in his first phone call as American
President to his French counterpart
Emmanuel Macron, as the two leaders
pledged to work together on shared for-
eign policy priorities, including China,
and fight the  Covid-19 pandemic and
climate change.  Biden called Macron on
Sunday and expressed his desire to
strengthen bilateral ties. He also stressed

his commitment to bolstering the
transatlantic relationship, including
through NATO and the United States'
partnership with the European Union,
the White House said. “The leaders
agreed on the need for close coordina-
tion, including through multilateral
organisations, in tackling common chal-
lenges such as climate change, Covid-19
and the global economic recovery,” it said
in a statement. PTI
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Urging the States and UTs to put in place
an appropriate mechanism to check the spread
of such ill-informed rumours, Bhalla asked the
chief secretaries to direct all the State authori-
ties to take necessary measures to counter the
spread of all such kind of “false information”
about Covid-19 vaccines as well as promptly dis-
seminate factual messages. 

“Further, penal action may be taken against
the person/s or organisation/s who is/ are found
to have indulged in such activities, under the rel-
evant provisions of the Disaster Management
Act. 2005 and the Indian Penal Code, 1860,” he
said.
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“We are in touch with leaders of other polit-
ical parties. Our party chief (Sonia Gandhi) has
already mandated us to force the government
to repeal the laws and continue expressing sol-
idarity with the farmers of the country. We will
also try to work a joint front with other parties
to take on the Government,” said a Congress MP
of Rajya Sabha.

The Opposition parties have so far main-
tained a distance from the protest to preserve
its apolitical character. A senior Opposition

leader said parties will have to keep this balance
intact. At the same time, we can’t be seen not
doing anything, he said.  A joint delegation of
Opposition parties has already met President
Ram Nath Kovind on the issue.

Left parties issued a joint statement on the
issue signed by CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury, CPI general secretary D Raja,
CPI(ML) general secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya, All India Forward Bloc general
secretary Debabrata Biswas and Revolutionary
Socialist Party general secretary Manoj
Bhattacharya urging the Government to stop
being “obstinate” and called the Government
proposal to suspend the laws for 18 months “a
farce”.

“Already the government has conveyed its
willingness to suspend these laws for 18 months.
Acts that are legislated by Parliament, signed by
the President of India and notified by the Gazette
are law of the land. They cannot be suspended.
Unless they are repealed, they are enforceable,”
the statement said. It is only reasonable for the
Government to hold discussions with farmers
and other stakeholders, including State gov-
ernments, before bringing in fresh bills, Left par-
ties said. The Left parties also applauded the
determination, unity and grit of lakhs of farm-
ers who are camping on Delhi borders braving
the extreme cold.

“The protest movements are gaining in
strength, day by day. We hail their patriotic
resolve to hold a ‘tractor parade’ on Republic
Day, in defence of our Secular, Democratic
Constitution and the repeal of these laws,” said
Yechury.
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Besides Indian media, a
large number of foreign

media has also lined up to
cover the “kisan parade” on
January 26 in the national
Capital. A large number of
YouTube channels from the
UK, the USA, and Canada are
present to cover the tractor
rally. Farmers’ protests have
drawn attention from across
the world and foreign media
has been highlighting the
protests which entered its 61st
day on Monday.

According to ground
reports, a large number of
international media, both
print and TV, has assembled
at three protests sites — Tikri
Border, Ghazipur Border and

Singhu Border — in the
national Capital to cover the
tractor rally. This is for the
first time since Independence
the farmers will march in a
unique kisan parade with
National Flags. As thousands
of farmers have started march-
ing towards Delhi borders to
participate in the tractor rally
on Republic Day, agriculture
organisations have decided to
hold similar parades at State
and district headquarters
across the country.

Foreign media, including
BBC, Al Jazeera, Washington
Post, the New York Times,
Toronto Star, Reuters, the
Province, Hamilton Spectator,
CNN, CBC 24, Bloomberg,
the Guardian and the Sun,
were concentrated only on
the Singhu Border till date.
Now they have set up their
crew at Ghazipur and Tikri
borders. Farmers’ leaders have
reported to have approached
a large number of YouTube
channels based in Canada,

the USA, and the UK to cover
their events.

Foreign media is covering
farmers’ protests in a promi-
nent way. Farmers’ protests are
making headlines across the
world. Recently, a Pakistani
singer Jawad Ahmed released
an anthem inspired by the
protests and dedicated to the
farmers in India. Titled
Kisana, the song which was
released in December 2020,
has been viewed thousands of
times on YouTube. Several
reaction videos on the song
have also been released. The
lyrics of the song say, “teri
sohni dharti maa, tu jag da
palan har, hun tu jeea hai
(This beautiful Earth belongs
to you, you are the patron of
this Earth, rise and live),”
which roughly translates to
peasants need to rise and that
they are the providers of the
world.

Last month, a group of
seven American lawmakers
had written to then US

Secretar y of State Mike
Pompeo to raise farmers’ issue
with his Indian counterpart.
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau was the first
foreign leader who supported
the farmers' cause and he
raised the issue on several
occasions despite India's
warning. Australian parlia-
mentarians Rob  Mitchell and
Russell Wortley have joined
several world leaders to urge
the Indian Government to
show "restraint and compas-
sion" to protesting farmers.

Earlier this month, as
many as 100 Britain MPs,
across party lines, have urged
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
to take up the issue of the
ongoing farmers' protest in
India with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. In a letter,
the MPs have asked Johnson
to press for a "speedy resolu-
tion of the current deadlock
and the democratic human
right of citizens to peaceful-
ly protest".
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After failing to clinch a seat-sharing deal in ear-
lier rounds of talks the Left Front and

Congress on Monday arrived at an understand-
ing over 77 seats, senior Left leader Biman Bose
and his Congress counterpart Pradip
Bhattacharya said.

“We have an understanding on 77 seats for
the coming Assembly elections and will hold talks
on the remaining 217 seats on January 28,” the
Left leaders said adding by February 2 the seat-

sharing talks would be over.
The Left had won about 7.5 percent vote share

while the Congress little more than 5 percent in
the 2019 general elections. Meanwhile, the
Election Commission of India sources said that
1000 companies of central forces would be sent
to Bengal for a peaceful conduct of elections. In
2019 parliamentary polls 700 companies of CPF
were deployed.

According to sources the ECI which had a
full bench visit of Bengal last week may
announces elections in the first half of February.
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New Delhi: Ahead of the trac-
tor rally, Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar on Monday termed the
Government's proposal to sus-
pend new farm laws for 1-1.5
years as the “best offer” and
hoped that the protesting farm-
ers' unions will soon reconsid-
er it and convey their decision.
The Minister also said that the
agitating farmers could have
chosen some other day instead
of January 26 for the tractor
rally.

The talks between the gov-
ernment and 41 protesting
farm unions have remained
inconclusive even after 11
rounds of discussions. 

During the 10th round of
talks, the government had
climbed down and offered a
proposal to keep the new
laws in abeyance for 1-1.5
years, but it was rejected by
the unions. 
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Security in Jammu and
Kashmir was beefed up on

Monday to ensure that the 72nd
Republic Day functions pass off
peacefully a day later in the
union territory.

Although authorities main-
tain that security scenario is
more relaxed in J&K in com-
parison to previous years, a
multi-layered security was put in
place, especially in the twin cap-
ital cities of Srinagar and Jammu,
for the celebrations on Tuesday.
Random frisking of passengers
and private vehicles, mobile secu-
rity bunkers, makeshift check-
posts,  CCTV surveillance, snif-

fer dogs, deployment of sharp-
shooters atop high-rise buildings
in close vicinity of the main
parade venues in Jammu and
Srinagar were  among the
arrangements made. All entry
and exit points to Srinagar were
sealed and movement into the
city allowed only after thorough
checking of vehicles and frisking
of occupants.

“Drone surveillance was also
mounted to ensure foolproof
security arrangements,” a senior
police officer said.

The main Republic Day
function would be held at
Maulana Azad stadium in
Jammu, where Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha will unfurl the tri-

colour and take salute at the
parade. The national flag would
also be hoisted at all 10 district
headquarters, where the district
Development Commissioners
concerned would take the salute.

Directives have been issued
to all senior and middle-level offi-
cials to ensure their attendance at
the Republic Day function at
their places of posting.

As the Kashmir Valley is reel-
ing under extreme cold wave
these days, not many commuters
and vehicles were seen on the
main roads in Srinagar. Markets
also closed earlier than scheduled
as shopkeepers avoided getting
caught in any security-sensitive
situation.
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Jammu: Indian Army's
Advanced Light Helicopter
(ALH) Dhruv made a forced
landing after it developed a
technical snag in Lakhanpur
area of  Kathua district late
Monday evening. Two pilots
received injuries.

One of the two seriously
injured pilots succumbed to his
injuries in the Military Base
Hospital in Pathankot late
Monday evening while the
condition of the other pilot
continues to be critical.

Official sources said the
other is struggling for life on
the ventilator support.
Meanwhile, district authori-
ties in Kathua who rushed to
the spot confirmed, the Army
helicopter made a forced land-
ing around 7.10-715 p.m inside
an Army camp in Lakhanpur. 

The district authorities
said, “The helicopter was on a
routine reconnaissance sortie
when it abruptly developed a
technical snag and made a
forced landing inside an army
area in
Lakhanpur”. 

The injured pilots were
rushed to the military base hos-
pital in Pathankot.     Local
media reports claimed eyewit-
ness reports suggested soon
after the helicopter took off it
crash landed inside the Army
camp due to some technical
snag. The Army authorities
are expected to announce a for-
mal inquiry to ascertain the
exact reason behind the forced 
landing. PNS

Port Blair: Andaman and
Nicobar Islands  did not record
a single fresh Covid-19 case in
the last 24 hours, a health
department official said on
Monday. The coronavirus tally
in the union territory remained
at 4,993, while a total of 62 peo-
ple have died so far due to the
contagion, he said. One more
person was cured of the disease
in the last 24 hours, taking the
total number of recoveries in
the archipelago to 4,908.



��	��� If one wants to go
for both health and taste,
then cherry is here to their
rescue. They are high in
antioxidants and anti-
inflammatory compounds,
which may reduce chronic
disease risk and promote
overall health. It can also
help relieve exercise-
induced muscle pain,
damage, and inflammation.

Increasing your intake of
nutrient-dense fruits like cher-
ries is a tasty
way to protect
your heart.
Many studies
show that diets
rich in fruits
are associat-
ed with a
reduced risk of
heart disease.

Due to their potent anti-
inflammatory effects, cherries
may reduce symptoms of
arthritis and gout, a type of
arthritis caused by a buildup of
uric acid that can lead to
extreme swelling, inflamma-
tion and pain in your joints.

That’s not all. Cherries
contain melatonin, a substance
that helps regulate your sleep-
wake cycle. 

And last but not
the least, cherries are

also good for your
skin. So if you
want to have that
glowing skin, just
grab a bowl of

cherries.

The stress and anxiety relat-
ed to the infection coupled
with the mental fatigue of
calibrating oneself to the

new normal, has made people
realise the importance of mental
wellness. To add to these, news of
celebrities breathing their last
owing to mental illness, has put
this issue in the limelight. As we
browse along the myriad of dis-
courses on wellbeing, we quickly
can realise that dental health is not
considered as significant as men-
tal health, in fact dental health is
not a primary concern at all. 

Oral cavity is one of the most
important parts of our bodies that
dentists dedicate five years of their
lives learning. The fact that they
spend most of their curricular time
(even more by post-graduates), on
such a small part of the body, itself,
makes it so significant. Sadly, this
seems to be a trivial subject for
many. Maybe they feel that dentists
shall only talk about brushing twice
a day which is covered by a tooth-
paste as it is, so what’s more to it??
The relevance of dental health and
why it should be a part of workplace
wellbeing programme is what is dis-
cussed in the article.

Some of the significant aspects
of oral cavity and dental health are
as follows:

Functions of oral cavity: The
oral cavity and its components
have various functions like chewing
food, enabling us to pronounce
words, and giving shape and form
to the face.

Oral manifestations of sys-

temic diseases: A lot of systemic
diseases have oral manifestations.
These include diabetes, certain
infections, gastrointestinal problems
as well as nutritional deficiencies.

Entry to the digestive system:
The oral cavity is the portal to the
digestive system. It is here that food
is tasted and enjoyed, masticated
with the teeth and mixed with sali-
va to form a bolus — an ingestible
and digestible form of food that
enters the oesophagus. It is also in
the mouth that the food is mixed
with digestible enzymes from the
saliva for easy digestion.

Workplace grooming and hal-
itosis: We are supposed to meet a
lot of people for work related mat-
ters. These could be bosses, co-
workers, clients, and other people.
It is expected that we are well
groomed and follow etiquettedur-
ing our meetings. One of the impor-
tant aspects of this is oral hygiene.
It is not necessary that we must go
for a celebrity level smile design,
however, it is pertinent that we do
not show the food that’s stuck in our
teeth while we are talking or smil-
ing.  Halitosis or bad breath is also
one of the concerns and a huge turn
off whileinteracting socially.

Significance of oral health in
COVID-19 situation:

Nasopharynx and orophar-
ynx: The oral cavity is an entrance
to the respiratory tract and main-
taining good oral hygiene can pre-
vent COVID-19 infection. 

Saliva and oral mucosa: The
oral mucosa and salivary glands are
lined with ACE2 (angiotensin con-

verting enzyme 2) receptors, which
are used by SARS-CoV-2 virus to
enter epithelial cells. In addition,
SARS-CoV RNA can be detected in
saliva before lung lesions appear.
This may explain the presence of
asymptomatic infections. Thus, the
potential infectivity of saliva alone
must not be ignored.

Xerostomia and dysgeusia:
The inflammation caused by the
viral infection leads to reduced sali-
vary secretions and dry mouth.

Alteration in the quantity and com-
position of saliva also leads to loss
or altered taste.

Mask mouth: Wearing mask
for prolonged duration results in
decreased salivation or dry mouth
that results in cavities, gum disease
and sour breath.

Loss of teeth in long haulers:
A phenomenon where idiopathic
bone loss and falling out of teeth
have been reported by few people
who have been experiencing
COVID-19 symptoms for a very
long time. Although a thorough
research and more evidence is
required to substantiate this phe-
nomenon, it is speculated that the
infection caused inflammation that
could attack the gums and mouth,
which might be able to trigger tooth
loss.

As we can observe from the
above, oral care plays a vital role in
the overall health or a person. This
has become crucial in the pandem-
ic times. Dental treatments are
currently not covered in most
insurance programmes in the coun-
try. Ergo, oral health needs to be an
important aspect of workplace well-
ness since education, awareness
and early detection are key to good
outcomes. As the famous saying
goes, “Dentistry is not expensive,
neglect is!”, we must ensure that we
always maintain good oral hygiene.
In conclusion, we must provide
equal attention to dental health as
we provide to mental health in the
workplace.
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Chairman,Paras
Cancer Centre
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Most of us tend to believe that not smoking a cigarette will
insure us against lung cancer. Unfortunately, this is not true.

A growing number of non-smokers in India are reporting lung
cancer today. What’s worse is the fact that the disease in non-
smokers shows more subtle symptoms that are often difficult to
diagnose initially. Non-smokers also tend to write off the pos-
sibility of contracting this disease as they believe they do not run
its risk.

While it is true that smoking tobacco is the most significant
risk factor for lung cancer, not all people who get the disease have
smoked. The American Cancer Society estimates that around 20
per cent of people who die from lung cancer in the US every year
have never consumed tobacco is any form. While we do not have
any such consolidated estimates for India, Oncologists are report-
ing a clear trend of rising disease incidence among non-smok-
ers.

Interestingly, it has been observed that lung cancers in smok-
ers and non-smokers are different on genetic and molecular lev-
els. In fact, a bulk of the non-smokers who report lung cancer
are women. A number of factors can trigger lung cancer in non-

smokers; these include expo-
sure to carcinogens in some
form or certain gene changes.
Non-smoking lung cancer
patients are also found to be rel-
atively younger. 

Lung cancers in smoking
and non-smoking individuals
not only get triggered different-
ly but also tend to develop dif-
ferently. Lung adenocarcinomas
which are a type of non-small
cell lung cancer are the most
common type of cancers found
in non-smoking people. Most
commonly, adenocarcinomas
tend to grow in the outer
regions of the lungs unlike
small cell cancers and squa-
mous cell cancers which grow
near the airways.

While most lung cancers are treated in a similar way,
Oncologists are now developing a deeper understanding of the
genetic differences and triggers of different types of cancers.
Patients with genetic cancer triggers such as EGFR mutation and
ALK (anaplastic lymphoma kinase) gene rearrangements
respond better to a different line of treatment than chemother-
apy. Most commonly, these gene mutations are responsible for
triggering cancers in non-smokers. 

Never ignore these symptoms: As mentioned above lung
cancers in non-smokers are often different as compare to the dis-
ease type in smokers. This is why sometimes, the disease man-
ifests differently in these two sub categories of patients. People
who do not smoke may present with more subtle symptoms such
as shortness of breath, fatigue, pain in the back along with cough.
Sometimes, these symptoms may initially be taken for any other
condition, delaying the disease diagnosis and treatment.

Whether you smoke or not, it is important not to take any
aberration in the respiratory health lightly. Always report to the
doctor if you experience the following symptoms:

�A cough that lasts more than 2 weeks
�Shortness of breath 
�Chronic fatigue or malaise accompanied by respiratory 

distress
�Experiencing pain while breathing
�Recurrent chest infections.
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Nausea can happen
because of several
reasons. If one has

taken pills on an empty
stomach, motion sickness
and infections are the most
common triggers for
nausea. 

Here are a
few tips that
can help.

W h i l e
eating ginger
is synony-
mous to
catching cold,
there is lot
more that this
herb can do.
Experts believe that
compounds in ginger may
work in a similar way to
anti-nausea medication. In
fact, several studies agree
that ginger is effective at
reducing nausea in various
situations.

Control your breath-
ing. Taking slow, deep
breaths can also help reduce
nausea.

Certain spices like fen-
nel powder, cinnamon and

cumin extract also helps
reducing nausea.

Fennel powder
may reduce

m e n s t r u a l
s y mptoms ,
i n c l u d i n g
nausea, and
help women

e x p e r i e n c e
shorter periods 

Cinnamon
may reduce the

severity of nausea that
women experience during
menstruation. Cumin
extract may help improve
symptoms such as abdom-
inal pain, nausea, constipa-
tion and diarrhea in individ-
uals suffering from IBS.

Motion sickness or infections
can result in nausea. While

it is not painful, it is 
definitely uncomfortable. 
ROSHANI DEVI shares

remedies that can help
relieve it

DadiKaKehna
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Almost one month into the New
Year, it is high time to make a rou-
tine for your skin and make sure you

follow it. Morning is the best time to start
taking care of your skin. Your skin is fresh
from a goodnight’s sleep and you should
make sure to prepare it up before you begin
your day. Everyday our face faces a lot of
dust, sun rays, UV rays, pollution. hence,
having a proper skincare routine in the
morning is of utmost importance. 

Here are a few tips to make your skin
glowing this year:

Cleanse with water: Cleansing your
face with water is the first and the foremost
step for the glowing skin. Our face needs
the right amount of water so that all the dry-
ness from the night is removed. 

Use a toner: The next big step is to use
a toner. Toning your face is very important.
A good toner helps to remove any remain-
ing bits of oil and dirt left behind by a
cleanser. It also shrinks the pores. Toners
prevent the skin from producing excess oil.

Serum: After you are done using a
toner, get ready to use a serum. The serum
is specifically made to handle all your skin
problems. Take a few drops of the serum
and warm it up by rubbing it in between
your palms. Apply the serum on the skin,
starting from the nose, and work your way
outwards. Leave it on for two-three minutes
to absorb into the skin.

Always remove your makeup: It is very
important to remove the makeup, no mat-
ter where you are, before you go to bed, or
if you have been wearing it for a very long
time. It is important that you give time to
your skin to breathe. Use a good water
makeup cleanser, and remove all the layers. 

Skincare routines are incomplete
without the use of a moisturiser:
Moisturise your skin with a dermatologist-
recommended moisturiser as often as you
can Based on your skin type.

Clean the makeup brushes regularly:
It is important to clean your makeup
brushes to avoid a buildup of makeup
residue and bacteria. Use a shampoo and
conditioner to clean your brushes, as you
do with your hair. Cleaning brushes helps
to smooth and even apply makeup every
time.

Apply sunscreen: Don’t forget to use
sunscreen before you head out. Wear a good
sunscreen with SPF of 40 or higher and try
to avoid the sun as much as possible.

Lip moisturiser: Using a lip moisturis-
er would be a good idea. During the win-
ter season, our lips tend to get really dry,
because of which we sometimes develop the
habit of licking our lips. This can lead to der-
matitis around the mouth. In order to avoid
this, even using a basic moisturizer like
Vaseline would help.

Take multivitamins and antioxidants:
Not getting enough sun causes a dip in your
Vitamin D levels, so adding Vitamin C and
D to the supplements, in addition to
omega fatty acid supplements. Avoid tak-
ing sugar and alcohol.
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LET THE SKIN 
DO THE TALKING
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Life presents us with an
array of choices. We

select our thoughts, pri-
orities, emotions, and
behaviours. Regardless
of how good or bad we
may presently be, we can
always choose to make
our future better.
Regrettably, we also have
the option of choosing to
make our future worse.

Nowadays, there is
no dearth of advertise-
ments promising you an
annual income of two
crores, if you simply
spend two hours daily on
the internet; a weight
loss of twenty kilos by
wearing a special belt;
and perfection in medi-
tation if you take initia-
tion in a particular
mantra. Surprisingly,
people are willing to get
duped into believing
these alluring marketing
lines.

The problem is that

our human nature wants
quick fixes-excellence
without toil, and perfec-
tion without practice. But
life mastery and enlight-
enment are not cheap
bargains. They are
achieved through sacri-
fice, dedication, and per-
severance.

The good news is
that the level of difficul-
ty does not remain the
same throughout the
journey. In fact, every
incremental step
becomes easier than the
previous one. Social sci-
entists have discovered a
concept called behav-
ioural momentum. 

We are familiar with
the momentum of solid
objects. You may have
had the experience of
pushing someone’s car.
When the engine does
not turn on with the
ignition switch, passen-
gers get out of the car and

begin pushing it. Initially,
your every muscle gets
exerted to overcome the
vehicle’s static inertia.
But slowly, the move-
ment begins and then
keeps picking speed.
When the driver sees the
car has gathered enough
momentum, she releases
the clutch, to engage the
engine with a jerk and
kick start it.

This is an illustration
of the momentum of
physical objects.

Interestingly, the same
phenomenon applies to
human behaviour as well.
As you strive to improve
yourself, the velocity of
your self-transformation
keeps speeding up. The
reason is that any learned
behaviour becomes eas-
ier with every repetition,
until it finally becomes a
habit.

Slowly, the choices,
which we keep repeating,
grow onto us and
become a part of us. That
is why it is said: “First we
make choices and then
the choices make us.”
Now, if our choices are
harmful, the momentum
will build up in the
wrong direction and
work to our detriment.
But if we keep repeating
good choices, the impe-
tus will develop in the
beneficial direction and
will work to our advan-
tage.

This explains why
the most difficult part of
any behavioural modifi-
cation is the initial phase.
It is when our brain is
breaking the neural path-
ways of old habits and
establishing circuitry for
new ones. Once the
behavioural momentum
builds up, we reach the
auto mode and enjoy the
ride, because progress in
life has almost reached
the automatic level.

In his latest book, 7
Divine Laws to Awaken
Your Best Self,  he discuss-
es the most important
divine laws of life. What
are these laws? How can
our life be enriched by
their knowledge and
application? This joyous
journey is accomplished
through the seven chap-
ters of the book.
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Magnificent marches by the regi-
ments of the Indian Army, Navy,
Air Force, Police and
Paramilitary forces, display of the
Indian Defence prowess, latest

missiles, aircrafts, weapon systems, colourful
tableaus showcasing the beauty of different states
of India — the Republic Day parade in Delhi
has always been a visual treat. But beyond
appearances, what does the idea of celebrating
this day holds out for people besides inconve-
niencing a large part of the populace in the cap-
ital? Does it still have some importance among
the citizens of India or is it merely a public hol-
iday for them? We might find the tricolour at
a roadside vendor’s shop or children selling them
at traffic signals only to be trampled upon later.

We speak to experts from various fields to
know how the idea of Republic Day has
changed over the years and what it means now. 
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Today, the idea of Republic
has translated, rather

seeped, into our ordinary
lives in an extraordinarily
historical way. With a massive
number of people supporting
and joining the Kisan Rally,
it’s a proud, uplifting
moment. It’s like a dream
finding feet. I, and several
others, bow to our daughters
and sons of the soil for this
emergence of a ‘Republic’
that was conceived by our
founding mothers and fathers
and Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar.
I feel, that over the years, the
meaning of Republic also
lost the powerful values
enshrined in our
Constitution. But whatever be
the odds, GST, VAW, CAA
laws and divisive politics —
these have brought people
together with compassion
like never before. How
incredible it is. What an

experience of freedom, dis-
sent, diversity, respect and
equity that our generation
born post-Independence is
experiencing! 

We, the people of India,
this January 26, 2021, resolve
to give to ourselves the values
of Constitution all over again.
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It is a modern-day ritu-
al designed to construct

the idea of a nation-state.
Just as the flag is a mod-
ern-day symbol and

standing up while singing
National Anthem is a rit-
ual. Through rituals and
symbols were construct
ideas that create organisa-

tions such as tribe and
nation. They help bind
people together, grant
pride and identity to a
people. These are not a

natural phenomenon but
cultural myths, i.e. peo-
ple's truths. It is what
humans do to establish a
community.

The idea of republic is basi-
cally an oath to the

Constitution, which strives to
see all of us as equals. The truth
is that we are distinct and com-

pletely different from one
another. We all define equality
in the ways we
perceive it. The
idea of equality

too is different for everybody.
Hence, this Republic Day, it’s
time to remember that equali-
ty is the key for a society to per-
form well and excel. It might be

different for various sections of
the society, including the mar-
ginalised one. After the historic
verdict by the Supreme Court,
decriminalising Section 377, a
lot changed and I think now, the
LGBTQIA+ community is very
much a part of the Republic. 

As a biographer of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, over the years, I

have observed that the respect he
gained from ordinary Indians, most of
whom were born post-1947, is incred-
ible. This Republic Day, we need to
remember that people like him and our
Armed Forces in difficult terrains and
inhospitable weather conditions, con-
tinuously defending and standing up for
the biggest democracy in the world. Jai
Hind! 
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Actor Sharad Kelkar is surprised
that the audience is still hesi-

tant to return to the cinema the-
atres, although other areas of the
hospitality and entertainment
industry have started to open up,
post-COVID lockdown.

“People have started going to
pubs, coffee shops, restaurants,
weddings and even to places like
Goa on vacation. People are party-
ing big time, so I don’t know why
they are not going to the theatres,”
Sharad said.

“Theatres are much safer, and
also there is 50 per cent occupan-
cy. Theaters are regularly cleaned
and sanitised. This is one of the
biggest industries we have, and it
is dependent upon the audience. So
I’d request everyone that if you can
party, you can also go to the the-
atre,” he added.

Quizzed about how the pan-
demic and lockdown have affect-
ed him, the actor said: “I am
known as a workaholic in my
friend circle. I am active and love
to run around all the time. This
pandemic taught me patience.
Sitting at home doing nothing was
a new experience for me for the
first time in the last 18 years that I
started working. Not going out to
work and not meeting people was
initially a little depressing but ulti-
mately I understood that in life you
need to be a little patient!”

Sharad, who impressed all
playing Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj in Ajay Devgn’s block-
buster film Tanhaji: The Unsung
Warrior last year, reveals he had
rejected historical roles for almost
15 years of his acting career.

“I have been getting offers for
historical shows right from my ini-
tial years when I started doing TV,
due to my voice, height and phys-
ical structure. But I was always
afraid of doing it. There was a fear

of having to wear a lot of costumes,
which I thought would be tedious.
So I almost avoided historical roles
for 15 years,” he said.

About Tanhaji and his role in
the film, he said: “I never knew a
historical film would give me so
much appreciation and establish-
ment in the industry. So, I proved
myself wrong!”

On the work front, Sharad
turns narrator for the forthcoming
animated series, The Legend Of
Hanuman. He will also feature in
the Ajay Devgn-starrer Bhuj: The
Pride Of India and the forthcom-
ing web series The Family Man 2.

0'.�#

As India witnesses more
and more game develop-
ers going mainstream,

along with a thrust on creating
a new gaming ecosystem in the
country, the British Academy of
Film and Television Arts
(BAFTA) has taken up the cud-
gels to find and nurture talent in
the field of gaming.

Driven by smartphones, the
online gaming industry in India
is expected to grow at a com-
pound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 40 per cent to $2.8
billion by 2022, up from $1.1 bil-
lion in 2019, according to a
Deloitte India report that came
out last week.

India is one of the top five
mobile gaming markets in the
world, with a 13 per cent share
of global game sessions. The
online gaming industry in India
is expected to add 40 million
online gamers during the 2020-
22 period.

According to Jodie Azhar,
winner of the 2016 BAFTA
Breakthrough Initiative and cur-
rently games director at Teazelcat
Games, the biggest challenge is
to make right connections with
the people who can help you get
your games onto various online
platforms where people can buy
it, and help you market it to the
audience that will be interested
in your games.

“I think that’s where organ-
isations like BAFTA can really
help because they have such a
wide network, both in the video
games industry as well as film
and TV. It is really interesting to
see the merging industries and
making those connections, to
help you develop games and get
it in front of people who want to
play it,” Azhar said. 

The applications for ‘BAFTA
Breakthrough India’, supported
by Netflix, are currently open
and the entry window has been
extended to February 8.

As part of the initiative, a
jury of the British and Indian
industry experts will select five
talents from across India to take
part in the year-long mentoring
and guidance programme.

“Game developers from
India should apply right now as
it is a brilliant initiative. People
who have worked on AAA
games, who have worked on
independent projects, they all
have a wealth of knowledge and
by being part of BAFTA through
this initiative, you get access to
that knowledge,” she elaborated.

AAA (or Triple-A) video
games are to the gaming world
what blockbusters are for the
film industry. Just like block-
busters, they usually involve
huge teams working for months
to years to make a finished
product, employed by a big stu-
dio.

According to Azhar, they are

seeing more virtual reality (VR)
and augmented reality (AR)
games, like Pokemon go, where
you leave your house and move
around.

“But we still see people who
want to play games sitting on
their sofa sets, just to find a kind
of escape from their everyday
lives. What we’re seeing is differ-
ent types of games, dictated by
the kind of hardware that’s avail-
able and popular with con-
sumers,” she said.

The games professionals
chosen by the ‘Breakthrough’ ini-
tiative will receive one-to-one
mentoring, global networking
opportunities, free access to
BAFTA events and screenings

for 12 months, and full voting
BAFTA membership.

The chosen talent will also
connect with and learn from
some of the best in the British
and Indian creative industries,
share their expertise with peers
around the world, gain access to
opportunities beyond geograph-
ical borders, and be promoted as
BAFTA Breakthrough artists
globally.

Charu Desodt, games pro-
ducer and 2014 Breakthrough
Brit said, “Being named a
BAFTA Breakthrough in 2014
was a career highlight for me.
People recognise the BAFTA
name and, in turn, it makes peo-
ple pay more attention to you
and your artistic vision.”

The BAFTA Breakthrough
initiative has been running in the
UK since 2013, China since
2019 and launched in the US and
India in 2020, supporting over
160 emerging talents to date.
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Chelsea sacked manager
Frank Lampard on Monday

after 18 months in charge, with
former Paris Saint-Germain
boss Thomas Tuchel reported-
ly set to replace him at Stamford
Bridge.

Sunday’s 3-1 FA Cup fourth-
round win against
Championship side Luton was
not enough to save Lampard,
whose team have slumped to
ninth place in the Premier
League.

Chelsea said it had been a

“very difficult decision” to part
ways with the 42-year-old, who
replaced Maurizio Sarri in July
2019.

“We are grateful to Frank for
what he has achieved in his time
as head coach of the club,”
Chelsea said in a statement.

“However, recent results
and performances have not met
the club’s expectations, leaving
the club mid-table without any
clear path to sustained improve-

ment.”
The club’s Russian owner

Roman Abramovich said: “This
was a very difficult decision for
the club, not least because I have
an excellent personal relation-
ship with Frank and I have the
utmost respect for him.

“He is a man of great integri-
ty and has the highest of work
ethics. However, under current
circumstances we believe it is
best to change managers.”

Former PSG boss Tuchel,
who was abruptly sacked by the
French champions in December,
is in line to take over, reports
said.

Chelsea are struggling in
ninth place in the Premier
League table, 11 points behind
leaders Manchester United.

They have lost five of their
past eight Premier League
matches after a good start to the
season.
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Sudha Singh, also referred to
as the ‘Rae Bareli Express’,

has been chosen for Padma
Shri award for her outstanding
contribution in track events
and bringing laurels to the
country.

Currently preparing at a
camp in Bengaluru, Sudha has
taken the award as a power
tonic, which will motivate her
to finish her career on a high.
“I’m 32, and Tokyo Olympics
will perhaps be my last
Olympic. This award has
boosted my confidence to a
next level. I will now put every-
thing I have to qualify for
Tokyo in Delhi Marathon and
carry on to win a medal in
Japan,” she said while talking to
this reporter over phone. A
national record holder in
3000m steeplechase, Sudha is
an Asian champion in the dis-

cipline and has won two gold
and four silver medals. Her top
performance came in 2010
Asian Games, held at
Guangzhou, China, where she
bagged the yellow metal. She is
the recipeint of many other
prestigious awards. She was
conferred with Arjuna Award
in 2012 and Laxman Award in
2014. She also recieved Yash
Bharti Award in 2015.
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Dom Sibley and Jos Buttler
anchored a run chase after

a jittery start as England beat
Sri Lanka by six wickets on
Monday in the second Test to
sweep the series 2-0.

Sibley and Buttler put on
an unbeaten 75-run stand as
England, who were struggling
at 89/4, got to their target of 164
in an extended final session on
the fourth day in Galle.

The result gave England a
second successive Test white-
wash in Sri Lanka after winning
all three matches in the island
nation in 2018.

England were given a dead-
line to finish in the day after
spinners Jack Leach and Dom
Bess skittled out Sri Lanka for
126 in their second innings.

Left-arm spinner Lasith
Embuldeniya claimed three
wickets that gave Sri Lanka
hope and helped him to his
Test-best match figures of 10-
200.

Debutant spinner Ramesh
Mendis got the key wicket of
skipper Joe Root, who scored
11 after his 186 in England’s
first innings total of 344, to add
to the scare given to the
tourists. Embuldeniya took
Zak Crawley for 13 and then
ended Jonny Bairstow’s stay
after a quickfire 29, putting
England’s nerves on edge, but
Sibley calmly moved to his
third Test half-century.

Leach and Sibley took four
wickets each to set up England’s
win.

The hosts started their sec-
ond innings early in the day
with a lead of 37 but it all came
to an end in the afternoon ses-
sion.

Number 10 Embuldeniya
top-scored with 40, after taking

seven wickets with his left-arm
spin to end England’s first
innings on 344. He was the
only batsman to score more
than 20 as Sri Lanka collapsed
from 29 for one in their second
innings.

Embuldeniya put up some
resistance with a ninth-wicket
stand of 48 with Suranga
Lakmal, who made 11 not out,
before Root took the final two
wickets with his off-spin.

Leach’s left-arm spin got
Kusal Perera trapped lbw for
14, and off-spinner Bess sent
back Oshada Fernando for
three in the first session. First-

innings centurion Angelo
Mathews was then bowled by
Bess for five and Chandimal fell
to Leach, with James Anderson
taking a superb running catch.

Earlier Dilruwan Perera
trapped overnight batsman
Leach lbw for one on just the
11th ball of the day after
England resumed on 339 for
nine in Galle.

Leach took a single and
number 11 Anderson hit a
boundary off Embuldeniya, who
returned career-best figures of 7-
137 in just his ninth Test, to add
five runs to the overnight score. 

Riding on Root’s 228,

England won the opening Test
of the resumed series, which
started last March but was post-
poned due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

England now head to India
for a four-Test series starting
February 5 in Chennai. The first
two Tests will be played to
empty stadiums.
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It will be the last chance for the
domestic players to impress

before the all-important IPL
auction when the knock-outs of
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
begin here from Tuesday.

While Karnataka will go all
out looking to retain the title, the
seven other teams which have
made it to the quarter-finals, will
be itching to make an impact
and get their names inscribed on
the trophy.

The event marked the
resumption of the much-delayed
2020-21 domestic season in the
country.

A mighty Punjab team
stands between Karnataka and
their title defence as the two
teams will square-off in the first
quarter-final, which is expected
to be an even battle.

Punjab made it to the
knock-outs from Elite Group A
after winning all their five games
in the league stage, while
Karnataka also scraped to the
final eight, despite being second
on the points table in Group A,
having lost one game.

The match could be touted
as battle of openers as Punjab
possesses the young

Prabhsimran Singh, who is in
good form, with 277 runs, while
Karnataka will bank on the
stylish southpaw Devdutt
Padikkal, who has 207 runs
from five games.

Both the sides have an
equally strong middle-order.
However, Punjab could have a
slight edge in their pace attack
with Sidharth Kaul (10 wickets)
and Sandeep Sharma in their
arsenal.

Sharma in particular is
lethal in the shortest format of
the game. But Karnataka have
the likes of Abhimanyu Mithun
and Prasidh Krishna, who can
be equally dangerous.

Even the contest is some-
what equal among the spinners
as Punjab has Mayank
Markande while Karnataka will
bank on the lead spin duo of
experienced J Suchith and
Shreyas Gopal.

In the second quarter-final,
for Tamil Nadu, who were run-
ners-up last season, attacking
opener N Jagadeesan, who is the
leading run-getter in the tourna-
ment so far with 315 runs and
skipper Dinesh Karthik, will
again be the key players in their
clash against Himachal Pradesh,
who came through from Elite

Group C.
The TN bowling unit did a

superb job for skipper Karthik
though it was without ace spin-
ner R Ashwin, yorker specialist
T Natarajan and all-rounder
Washington Sundar who were
away on national duty in
Australia.

Leg-spinner M Ashwin and
left-arm spinner R Sai Kishore
were quite a handful but it was
Baba Aparajith, who was the
surprise packet, taking the new
ball and enjoying a great degree
of success too.

The trio will have a crucial
role to play in the knockouts if
TN has to go all the way as
would the pacers — Sandeep
Warrier, M Mohammed and
Aswin Crist.

In the third quarter-final
too, it could be tough for Baroda
to overcome the challenge of
Haryana, without the services of
the Pandya brothers — Hardik
and Krunal.

While Hardik did not play
the tournament as he was prac-
ticing for the white-ball series
against England, Krunal had to
leave the tournament mid-way
following his father’s demise.

Haryana have been in splen-
did form and it is their spinners

— India player Yuzvendra
Chahal, Jayant Yadav and Rahul
Tewatia, who will give them an
upper hand against Baroda.

But Baroda led by Kedar
Devdhar, who has amassed 226
runs in five games, can spring a
surprise. And for that to happen,
left-arm inform pacer Lukman
Meriwala (11 wickets) and Atit
Sheth (8 wickets) hold the key
against a vulnerable Haryana
top-order.

In the fourth quarter-final,
Rajasthan, who qualified from
Group D, will be the run-away
favourites against Bihar, who
have qualified from the Plate
Group.

The Mushtaq knock-outs,
will also be the first time that
matches will be played at the
refurbished Sardar Patel Motera
Stadium. It will be interesting to
see how the pitch behaves with
the two Tests between India and
England to follow at the venue.
Line Ups: Quarter-final 1:
January 26: At 12 noon: Punjab
vs Karnataka. Quarter-final 2:
January 26: At 7 PM: Tamil
Nadu vs Himachal Pradesh.
Quarter-final 3: January 27: At
12 noon: Haryana vs Baroda.
Quarter-final 4: January 27: At
7 PM: Rajasthan vs Bihar.
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Babar Azam will make his Test
captaincy debut on Tuesday

against a tough South Africa
team that is touring Pakistan for
the first time in more than 13
years.

Azam has recovered from a
thumb injury that kept him out
of the two-Test series in New
Zealand, which Pakistan lost 2-
0.

“I missed the series against
New Zealand, but it’s a proud
moment for me that I am doing
my captaincy debut in my own
country,” Azam said on Monday.
“South Africa is a good team.
You can’t take them lightly, but
conditions suit us more because
most of us have played here.”

South Africa last toured
Pakistan in 2007 because the
country was forced to organize
its “home” Test series in the
United Arab Emirates following
a terrorist attack on a bus carry-
ing the Sri Lanka team in Lahore
in 2009.

The second Test will be
played in Rawalpindi from
February 4, followed by the
three-match Twenty20 series in
Lahore from February 11-14.

Pakistan is out of the race to
qualify for the World Test
Championship final at Lord’s in
June while South Africa has only
a mathematical chance to make
it with India, New Zealand,
Australia and England among
the top contenders.

Azam is well aware of
Pakistan’s poor Test record
against South Africa, winning
only four of 26 against the
Proteas. One of Pakistan’s 15
losses came at the National
Stadium — the venue for the

first Test — when South Africa
toured in 2007.

“We should not think about
past, we should focus on what’s
ahead of us,” Azam said. “It's a
fact that we don’t have a good
record against them, but we have
prepared well and we hope to
give our best against them this
time.”

Pakistan has included six
uncapped players in a 17-man
squad. Opening batsman Imran
Butt and left-arm spinner
Nauman Ali could make their
Test debuts on Tuesday.

Azam also said Pakistan
might go with an additional
spinner along with Yasir Shah.

“We have practiced here
for a week now and the wicket
looks a bit slow,” Azam said.

Only South Africa coach
Mark Boucher has previously
played red-ball cricket in
Pakistan, while the experienced
Faf du Plessis has twice toured
Pakistan over the last four years
but played only in the T20 for-

mat. 
“I’m sure this Pakistan team

is going to be tough,” South
Africa captain Quinton de Kock
said when the team arrived. “I
think our biggest challenge is the
conditions that we could face,
the unknowing of the things that
we have to deal with.”

Boucher said he expected
the wicket in Karachi to help
spinners and it might tempt him
to include an extra spinner
along with first choice left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj.

“It’s (the wicket) definitely
going to turn,” Boucher said.
“The conditions are going to be
proper subcontinent conditions
where I don’t think there’s a lot
of assistance for seamers.

“We’ve definitely come in
with the mindset that if you
want to win a series away from
home, you’ve got to make a cou-
ple of brave calls at the end,
(and) the selectors and the team
are going with that mindset into
the game.”
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Skipper Joe Root on Monday
said England will take con-

fidence from their 2-0 Test
sweep in Sri Lanka to challenge
world No 1 India on their own
patch.

Root, who led by example
with match-winning knocks of
228 and 186 in the first and sec-
ond match respectively, said the
team looks in good shape ahead
of the four-Test series in India
that starts in Chennai on
February 5.

“We’ve got four very impor-
tant games against arguably
the best team in the world in
their own conditions,” Root
said. “We’ll have to play right at
the top of our game to win out
there but we couldn’t be in a
better place to go and challenge
them.” The England team face
a period of quarantine upon
entry to India ahead of the
series, but Root said the mea-
sures had not fazed the squad.

“We’re gonna have seven or
eight days with no cricket, six
days in quarantine and then
three very important days of
prep ahead of the series,” he
said. “But what we have got is
a huge amount of confidence
coming out of these two games.”
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England have won five

straight Tests away from home

as they got past hosts South
Africa in the final three match-
es of a four-match series to tri-
umph 3-1 in January last year.

“Definitely progress. As I
mentioned before this game, we
have in the past struggled in
away conditions,” said Root.

“For us to be able to turn
that round, find ways of consis-
tently taking 20 wickets is real-
ly impressive. We have just got
to stay hungry and keep look-
ing to get better.”

England though will be
without Jonny Bairstow for the
opening two India Tests as
part of the team’s rest and
rotate policy for its players
during the coronavirus pan-
demic. Buttler, who scored 55
and an unbeaten 46 in the sec-
ond match, will return home
after the first Test.

Root said the team, which
will be boosted by the return
of Ben Stokes and Jofra Archer,
will have to keep up with
player rotation in these uncer-
tain times.

“We always want our best
players there as often as pos-
sible, because of the world
we’re in right now it’s not fea-
sible and we have to manage
that the best we can,” said
Root.

“But he’s still got an oppor-
tunity to affect the series and
sure he’ll be desperate to keep
up the good form.”
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Bangladesh completed a clean
sweep of the West Indies by

securing a 120-run victory on
Monday in the third and final ODI.

Skipper Tamim Iqbal, Shakib Al
Hasan, Mushfiqur Rahim and
Mahmudullah all hit half-centuries
to help Bangladesh post 297-6 after
West Indies captain Jason
Mohammed won the toss and decid-
ed to bowl first.

The West Indies, however, were
bowled out for 177 in 44.2 overs, with
Bangladesh’s bowlers denying them
any significant partnerships.

Tamim scored 64 from 80 balls
at the top of the order to establish the
innings while Mushfiqur Rahim
and Mahmudullah paced the innings

toward the end. All three scored 64.
Shakib hit a patient 51, his first

half century since returning to crick-
et following a suspension imposed by
the ICC for his failure to report cor-
rupt approaches. Bangladesh fast
bowler Mustafizur Rahman denied
West Indies a fluent start in its pur-
suit of a stiff chase. He broke through
with the wicket of Kjorn Ottley
before removing Sunil Ambris (13)
for the third time in a row in the

series. Off-spinner Mehidy Hasan
and Saifuddin then ripped through
the middle order, reducing the visi-
tors to 93-5. Rovman Powell counter-
attacked and hit 47 off 49 balls with
two fours and two sixes to be the
team’s top-scorer. Saifuddin returned
3-51 while fast bowler Mustafizur
Rahman and Hasan claimed two
wickets each. The two teams will now
play a two-match Test series, start-
ing on February 3.
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Luis Suarez scored a brilliant
team goal as Atletico

Madrid came from behind to
beat Valencia 3-1 on Sunday
and move seven points clear at
the top of La Liga.

After Real Madrid
thrashed Alaves on
Saturday, Barca had ear-
lier followed suit with a
scrappy victory over
Elche.

But Atletico were unde-
terred in the capital, as their
considerable advantage was
restored again, with a game in
hand.

“We don’t get carried away
or think too far ahead, we
think about getting better,”
said Atletico coach Diego
Simeone.

Suarez finished off a flow-
ing move that had started
almost on Atletico’s goal-line
before substitute Angel Correa
capped another slick string of
passes to end Valencia’s resis-
tance.

The visitors had taken an
early lead in stunning fashion,
Uros Racic curling into the top
corner from 35 yards but Joao
Felix equalised and Atletico
came back, in a way that has
begun to feel expected.

Felix was replaced
by Correa after an hour
by Simeone after assist-
ing Suarez and scoring a
goal for himself that
should send a message to
his coach, who has hand-

ed the 21-year-old a spell on
the bench in recent weeks.

“It’s not written that foot-
ballers have to play 90 min-
utes,” said Simeone. “Joao
scored a goal, made an assist,
he came off and on came
Correa, who scored a goal and
was close to another. The com-
petition is healthy.”

Simeone knows the pres-
sure will mount as the La Liga
trophy comes more into view,
yet his team are showing an
assuredness now that is offer-
ing little encouragement for
Barcelona and Real Madrid.

2������	���������	+����
)�C�����������������������	�,* ���
� �����B�����C����C�#����:�����

<������������
�����
	���������!����-�����$����#���;�*����6����
� B'((

&
�
����������������
��'��!���
��
�����

�������	����	+������

"��
	���
�����������������	
����
�����������������
>������7���

&=���������	���C���	�
���%���

��
��������3�����������



$5
������� ��������� ������� � !"#�!$!%



$6������� ��������� ������� � !"#�!$!%���	�������


