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The Government has refused
to give in to the request of

Indian companies, particular-
ly the Serum Institute of India
(SII) which had publicly sought
protection against all lawsuits
for vaccines in case of any
report of health risk or com-
plication following inocula-
tion of jab against Covid-19.

The purchase order exe-
cuted by the Government with
the vaccine makers stipulates
that the companies will have to
inform the Government
authorities immediately in case
of reports of any health risks or
complications arising from the
vaccine. It reads “Company
shall be liable for all adversities
as per CDSCO/ Drugs and
Cosmetics Act/DCGI poli-
cy/approval.” 

Last month, Adar
Poonawalla, CEO of SII whose
Covishield vaccine has been
given emergency use authori-
sation (EUA), had said that
manufacturers needed protec-
tion against all lawsuits for vac-
cines, especially during the
pandemic. Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech also has been
given EUA to supply Covaxin
which initially the Government
had said was being kept as a
“backup plan”.

Vaccine makers need to be
protected against liability for
serious adverse reactions to
their shots during a pandemic
scenario, Poonawalla had said.
The Pune-headquartered com-
pany head during a virtual
panel discussion on the chal-
lenges to vaccine development
last month had also shared that
he planned to propose this to
the Government.

This is because such issues
could potentially increase fear
of getting vaccinated and also
works to “bankrupt” or “dis-
tract” the companies making
them, according to him.

“We need to have the
Government indemnify man-
ufacturers, especially vaccine
manufacturers, against all law-
suits. In fact, COVAX and
other countries have already
started talking about that,” he
said during Carnegie India’s
Global Technology Summit.

On Thursday too at an
event, Poonawalla asserted
that the lawsuit against the
firms will hit the vaccine sup-

ply.
However, the Government

seems to not be keen to take
up their request. “Indian vac-
cine makers will be held liable
for any complications or
adverse effects that arise from
the administration of their
jabs. The Government has not
accepted their demand that
they be indemnified against
mishaps,” said sources in the
Union Health Ministry.

“The Government can act:
the US, for example, has in fact
invoked a law, to say that dur-
ing a pandemic — and this is
especially important only dur-
ing a pandemic — to indem-
nify vaccine manufacturers
against lawsuits for severe
adverse effects or any other
frivolous claims which may
come about. Because, that
adds to the fear and also will
bankrupt vaccine manufac-
turers or distract them if they
have to just all day just fight
lawsuits and explain to the
media what is happening,”
Poonawalla had said.
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Depression, stress and lone-
liness can weaken the

body’s immune system, and
lower the effectiveness of cer-
tain vaccines, like those against
the Covid-19, scientists have
said and suggested simple
interventions, including exer-
cise and getting a good night’s
sleep in the 24 hours before
vaccination to maximise the
jab’s initial effectiveness.

The researchers in their
report accepted for publication
in the journal Perspectives on
Psychological Science noted
that even though rigorous test-
ing has shown that the Covid-
19 vaccines approved for dis-

tribution in the US are highly
effective at producing a robust
immune response, not every-
one will immediately gain their
full benefit.

Environmental factors, as
well as an individual’s genetics
and physical and mental
health, can weaken the body’s
immune system, slowing the
response to a vaccine, they
said.

“In addition to the physi-
cal toll of Covid-19, the pan-
demic has an equally troubling
mental health component,
causing anxiety and depres-
sion, among many other relat-
ed problems,” said Annelise
Madison, a researcher at the
Ohio State University in the

United States.
“Emotional stressors like

these can affect a person’s
immune system, impairing
their ability to ward off infec-
tions,” said Madison, lead
author on the paper.

The report sheds light on
vaccine efficacy and how
health behaviours and emo-
tional stressors can alter the
body’s ability to develop an
immune response.

Vaccines work by chal-
lenging the immune system.
Within hours of a vaccination,
there is an innate, general
immune response on the cel-
lular level as the body begins
to recognise a potential bio-
logical threat.
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After farmers’ unions raised
doubts over the composi-

tion of the committee by the
Supreme Court, insisting that
its members have been in
favour of the three laws in the
past, Bharatiya Kisan Union
president and former MP
Bhupinder Singh Mann
recused himself from the SC-
appointed committee saying
he doesn’ wish to “compro-
mise farmers’ interests”.

According to sources, the
SC-appointed committee
members were scheduled to
meet on Zoom on Thursday
evening. The matter will now
go back to the court for fur-
ther orders.

“I am recusing myself
from the committee and I will

always stand with my farmers
and Punjab,” Mann said in an
unsigned statement tweeted
by the BKU.

While staying the imple-
mentation of the three con-
tentious farm laws until fur-
ther orders, the Supreme
Court appointed a four-mem-
ber committee to resolve the
deadlock. 

The committee comprised
Anil Ghanwat, president of
Shetkari Sangathan, Pramod
Kumar Joshi, director for
South Asia, International
Food Policy Research
Institute, and agriculture
economist Ashok Gulati, apart
from Mann.

Mann was one of the few
farm union leaders to have
come out in support of the
Centre’s new farm laws. 
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Donald Trump became the
first president in US his-

tory to be impeached twice
when 10 of his fellow
Republican Congressmen
joined Democrats in the House
of Representatives to charge
him with inciting an unprece-
dented insurrection at the US
Capitol last week.

In a bipartisan vote, the
Democratic-controlled House
on Wednesday impeached
Trump by 232 to 197 votes,
exactly one week after pro-
Trump rioters forced lawmak-
ers to flee from the very cham-
ber in which they cast ballots
during the fourth presidential
impeachment in US history. 

Ten Republicans, including
the House’s No. 3 Republican,
Liz Cheney, joined all
Democrats to impeach 74-
year-old Trump for “incite-
ment of insurrection” for his
actions on January 6, when he
delivered a speech inciting his
supporters to storm the US
Capitol.

The violence temporarily
halted the counting of Electoral
College votes and resulted in

the deaths of five individuals,
including a police officer.

Trump will now face a
trial in the Senate, where if con-
victed he could face being
barred from ever holding 
office again. The Senate is
adjourned till January 19, a day
before the inauguration of
President-elect Joe Biden as the
46th President of the United
States.

All four Indian-American
Democratic House members
– Ami Bera, Ro Khanna, Raja
Krishnamoorthi and Pramila
Jayapal – voted in favour of
the impeachment.

The House went ahead
with the move after Vice
President Mike Pence on
Tuesday refused to invoke
the 25th Amendment to
remove Trump from office.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday

directed the authorities to open
the Ghazipur poultry market
after all 100 samples collected
from there tested negative for
bird flu.

“Samples taken from poul-
try markets have tested nega-
tive with respect to bird flu.
Have directed to open the
poultry market & withdraw the
orders to restrict trade &
import of chicken stocks,” he
tweeted.

Meanwhile, municipal cor-
porations in Delhi also with-
drew the ban imposed on meat
shops, meat processing units
and any other places of poul-
try products.

North Delhi Mayor Jai
Prakash said the ban on sale-
purchase, processing and pack-
aging of poultry meat and
products, including serving of
cooked or half cooked poultry
products, in restaurants and
hotels has been withdrawn

with immediate effect.
“The decision was taken

after a discussion with Union
Minister of Animal Husbandry,
Dairying and Fisheries Giriraj
Singh which was also attended
by Deputy Chief Minister of
Delhi Manish Sisodia,” he said.

South Delhi Municipal
Corporation too withdrew its
order to prohibit keeping live
poultry birds, sale and purchase
of poultry meat at shops and in
restaurants and running pro-
cessing and packaging units
anywhere in the jurisdiction of
the civic body from immediate
effect.

Mayor of East Delhi
Nirmal Jain said an order has
been issued to lift the ban on
poultry products after samples
tested negative for bird flu.

Earlier in the day, a senior
official of the Delhi Animal
Husbandry unit said there is no
spread of bird flu among chick-
ens in Delhi as all the 100 sam-
ples taken from Asia’s largest
poultry market in Ghazipur
have tested negative.
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There will be no chief guest
this year at the Republic

Day parade at the Rajpath.
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson was earlier supposed
to be the main guest but had to
withdraw later due to emer-
gency situation created by the
new strain of corona in his
country.

Incidentally, it will be the
first time since 1966 that the
Republic Day parade will have
no chief guest.  As it is, the cel-
ebrations this year will be on a
subdued note due to the pan-
demic.  The parade route is
shortened and will now end at
the National Stadium instead of
the Red Fort in previous years. 

Moreover, there will be
restrictions on number of spec-
tators desirous to see the parade

at the Rajpath and not more
than 25,000 people will be able
to attend it.  In previous years,
more than one lakh people
used to throng the venue
besides scores of them lining on
each side of the parade route.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence, the External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said due to the situ-
ation arising out of the Covid-
19 pandemic, the Government
has decided that this year there
will not be any foreign head of
State or Government as the
chief guest for India’s Republic
Day event.

The last time the parade
did not have a chief guest was
in 1966 when Indira Gandhi
was sworn in as the Prime
Minister on January 24 after the
demise of Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri on January 11.
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New Delhi: Archaeologists
have discovered the world’s
oldest known cave art — a life-
sized picture of a wild pig that
was painted at least 45,500
years ago in Indonesia. The
cave painting uncovered in
South Sulawesi consists of a fig-
urative depiction of a warty pig,
a wild boar that is endemic to
this Indonesian island.

The finding, published on
Wednesday in the journal
Science Advances, also repre-
sents some of the earliest
archaeological evidence for
modern humans in the region.

“The Sulawesi warty pig
painting we found in the lime-
stone cave of Leang Tedongnge
is now the earliest known rep-
resentational work of art in the
world, as far as we are aware.
The cave is in a valley that is
enclosed by steep limestone
cliffs, and is only accessible by
a narrow cave passage in the
dry season, as the valley floor
is completely flooded in the wet
season,” said Professor Adam
Brumm from Griffith

University in Australia.
He noted that the isolated

Bugis community living in this
hidden valley claim it had
never before been visited by
Westerners.

The researchers noted that
the Sulawesi warty pig painting,
dated to at least 45,500 years
ago, is part of a rock art panel
located above a high ledge
along the rear wall of Leang
Tedongnge.

“It shows a pig with a short
crest of upright hairs and a pair
of horn-like facial warts in

front of the eyes, a character-
istic feature of adult male
Sulawesi warty pigs,” Brumm
said.

“Painted using red ochre
pigment, the pig appears to be
observing a fight or social
interaction between two other
warty pigs,” he added.

The previously oldest dated
rock art ‘scene’ at least 43,900
years old, was a depiction of
hybrid human-animal beings
hunting Sulawesi warty pigs
and dwarf bovids.

It was discovered by the

same research team at a near-
by limestone cave site.

Basran Burhan, an
Indonesian archaeologist and
Griffith University PhD stu-
dent, who led the survey, said
that humans have hunted
Sulawesi warty pigs for tens of
thousands of years.

“These pigs were the most
commonly portrayed animal in
the ice age rock art of the
island, suggesting they have
long been valued both as food
and a focus of creative think-
ing and artistic expression,”
Burhan added.

The team sampled the art
for Uranium-series dating, a
technique to determine the
age of calcium carbonate mate-
rials.

“Rock art produced in
limestone caves can sometimes
be dated using Uranium-series
analysis of calcium carbonate
deposits (‘cave popcorn’) that
form naturally on the cave
wall surface used as a ‘canvas’
for the art,” said Professor
Maxime Auburt from Griffth

University.
It was this mineral deposit

that, after careful removal by
Aubert, yielded an age of
45,500 years, indicating that the
rock art scene had been paint-
ed sometime prior to this. A
second Sulawesi warty pig
image, from Leang Balangajia,
another cave in the region, was
dated to 32,000 years ago.

The scientists have now
dated multiple examples of
early rock art in Sulawesi,
including depictions of animals
and narrative scenes that are
outstanding both for the qual-
ity of their execution and rar-
ity worldwide.

“We have found and doc-
umented many rock art images
in Sulawesi that still await sci-
entific dating,” said study co-
author Adhi Agus Oktaviana, a
researcher from Indonesia’s
leading archaeological research
centre ARKENAS.

“We expect the early rock
art of this island to yield even
more significant discoveries,”
Oktaviana added. PTI 
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New Delhi :  Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Thursday said the Delhi
Government is fully prepared
for the Covid-19 vaccination
roll-out starting January 16,
with over 8,000 healthcare
workers to be immunised every
scheduled day in the city. The
vaccine will be administered on
four days of the week —
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday, he said.  
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New Delhi: Around 3 lakh
healthcare workers will be
inoculated at 2,934 sites across
the country on the first day of
the massive nationwide Covid-
19 vaccination drive which is
set to begin from January 16,
official sources said. Each vac-
cination session will cater to a
maximum of 100 beneficiaries.
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New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will launch
India’s Covid-19 vaccination
drive on January 16 via video
conferencing and adequate
doses of the two made-in-
India vaccines have been deliv-
ered across the country to all
States and Union Territories,
the Government said on
Thursday.
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Accusing the Central
Government of favouring

big industrialists, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Thursday asked it to with-
draw the three agricultural
laws which have forced farm-
ers to camp on Delhi's borders
in protest.

The Centre has been
indulging in the sale of airports,
ports, railway stations and
more while others are eyeing
the land of farmers, Baghel told
the media during a visit to
Mahatma Gandhi's ashram
here in Maharashtra. 

The Modi Government
favours the major industrialists.
Even the Supreme Court has
intervened. Now the Centre
should withdraw the three
farm laws, he added.

The Chief Minister also
underlined that there is no
alternative to non-violence and
that the path taken by Gandhiji
is still relevant. 

Due to continuous vio-
lence, people are weary of it and
the Naxalites' appeal is shrink-
ing, he said, adding that his
Government is working

towards winning the confi-
dence of the poor people.

He said the first step was to
provide them forest land rights,
providing �4,500 per standard
sack for tendu leaves — the
highest in the country, pro-
curement of minor forest prod-
ucts as well as developmental
works based on their needs. 

“Gandhiji had visited
Chhattisgarh two times, first
during the Kandel Satyagraha,"
Baghel said, adding that his
elder family members were

freedom fighters and played a
key role in the Sarvodaya move-
ment.

On Gandhiji’s concept of a
village, he said the Chhattisgarh
government is implementing
the Suraji Gaon scheme setting
up ‘Gauthans’ while Women
Self-Help Groups were involved
in economic activities. The State
is buying cow dung at �2 per kg
and converting it into vermi-
compost to promote organic
farming. All these help the vil-
lages to achieve self-reliance.
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Since the confirmation of
outbreak of bird flu at Pong

Dam Lake Wildlife Sanctuary
in Himachal’s Kangra district
on January 4, the area is now
witnessing substantial decrease
in mortality of birds.

“The mortality in birds
has reduced in the last two
days. Carcasses of 94 migrato-
ry birds of different species
were recovered till Thursday
afternoon. 

Till now, 4836 migratory
birds have died due to avian
influenza- H5N1 at Pong Dam
Wildlife Sanctuary,” said a
senior official of the Wildlife
wing of Forest Department,
Himachal.
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The Punjab Government led
by Capt Amarinder Singh

on Thursday made it clear that
nothing short of repeal of the
Centre’s black Farm Laws,
which it described as anti-
farmers, anti-nation and anti-
food security, would resolve the
present crisis.

The Central Government
is out of touch with the ground
realities, Capt Amarinder said
at a meeting of the State
Cabinet, whose members
declared unequivocally that
repeal of the Farm Laws was
the only way out of the current
imbroglio. The Council of

Ministers demanded that the
Centre make MSP a statutory
right of the farmers, who had
been getting extremely low
prices for their produce for the
past several days despite being

responsible for feeding the
nation.

At the start of the meeting,
the Council of Ministers
observed a 2-minutes silence in
memory of farmers who have

died during the agitation. An
estimated 78 farmers have so
far lost their lives. Stressing the
need for an early resolution to
the agitation to prevent further
loss of life, the Cabinet point-

ed out that the matter has
already been debated and dis-
cussed in eight rounds of nego-
tiations held between the farm-
ers and the Government of
India. Pointing out that even
the Supreme Court had
acknowledged the concerns of
the protesting farmers, and
had recognised their pain and
anguish, the Council of
Ministers said the Government
of India should not stand on
prestige and ego in this matter,
which, if unresolved, could
lead to devastating repercus-
sions for the country for
decades to come. If the Centre
can make sweeping amend-
ments to the laws then this

adamancy about not revoking
the legislations is inexplicable,
said the ministers, joined by
Punjab Congress president
Sunil Jakhar.

In a formal resolution, the
Cabinet categorically reiterat-
ed its commitment to the
Resolutions passed by the
Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
August 28, 2020 and October
20, 2020, stressing that all the
genuine demands of the farm-
ers must be accepted. Urging
the Government of India to
“repeal the Farm Laws as
Agriculture is a State Subject
under the Constitution of
India, and to make MSP a
statutory right.” It welcomed

the Supreme Court order stay-
ing the central legislations as
acknowledgement of the con-
cerns of the farmers of Punjab
who are protesting against the
Farm Laws, and recognition of
their pain and anguish.

“There is need for broad-
based dialogue and proper
consultation with all stake-
holders as these legislation’s
impact the future of millions of
farmers across the country,
and all genuine demands of the
farmers must be accepted,”
said the resolution.

The Council of Ministers,
after detailed discussion, took
note of the Supreme Court
order of 12th January 2021

staying the implementation of
three farm laws namely, The
Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act, The Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Act and The Farmers
(Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act. It also appreciat-
ed the peaceful protest by the
farmers, which has also been
taken note of by the Supreme
Court of India, in keeping with
the best of the democratic prac-
tices.  The Cabinet meeting had
been convened by the CM with
the agenda of discussing the issue
in the light of the SC orders.
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Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Thursday launched aviation

services between Chandigarh and Hisar at
Chandigarh International Airport and
handed over a boarding pass to the first pas-
senger to board the aircraft.

This service has been started by Air Taxi
Aviation Company. The CM said that a new
chapter has started in the direction of avi-
ation services in Haryana and congratulat-
ed everyone on Makar Sankranti on the
commencement of air taxi service from
Chandigarh to Hisar. He said that the Air
Taxi Company has ordered four-seater air-
planes. Besides the pilot, three passengers
will be able to travel in these air taxis. 

The distance from Chandigarh to Hisar
will be covered by this aircraft in 45 min-

utes. This service has been started under the
‘Udaan’ scheme of the Government of
India. Khattar said that the company has
fixed a very economical fare of Rs 1,755
from Hisar to Chandigarh. Bookings can be
made online at http://flyairtaxi.in. 

The company has also provided the
facility of private booking, the fare for which
will be different. There will be a daily flight
between Hisar and Chandigarh at its sched-
uled time even if only one passenger has
booked a ticket. After starting Chandigarh-
Hisar air service, the company will start air
service from Hisar to Dehradun from
January 18 and from Hisar to Dharamshala
on January 23.
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All the nodal officers of
Antyodaya Saral portal in

Haryana have been asked to
ensure integration of Parivar
Pehchan Patra (PPP) by
January 26, Project Director,
Chief Minister’s Good
Governance Associates
Programme, Rakesh Gupta
said on Thursday.

Chairing a review meeting
of the progress of all
Departments in the Antyodaya
Saral Project, Gupta said
Antyodaya Saral platform has
been developed with the vision
to deliver all Government to
Citizen (G2C) services and
schemes on a single integrated

platform in a time bound and
efficient manner.

Addressing the meeting,
Gupta lauded the efforts of the
team for working continuous-
ly so as to ensure seamless inte-
gration of all the government
schemes and making it a one-
stop digital platform for citizen
services across the state.

He congratulated the nodal
officers of all the Departments
on receiving the Platinum
Award under the category
‘Excellence in Digital
Governance - State/UT’, Digital
India Awards 2020, for
Antyodaya Saral Portal recent-
ly where Haryana had emerged
as a pioneer. 

The award was presented

on December 30, 2020 by the
President of India, Shri Ram
Nath Kovind in the presence of
Minister of Information
Technology, Shri Ravi Shankar
Prasad.  Antodaya Saral
(https://saralharyana.gov.in)
was envisioned by the Chief
Minister, Shri. Manohar Lal in
2017 to build a citizen-centric
service delivery system and to
bring transparency by enabling
citizens to monitor their appli-
cation status.

While congratulating the
officers he lauded the conjoint
efforts of all Deputy
Commissioners, nodal offi-
cers, NIC Haryana and the
Chief Minister’s Good
Governance Associates

(CMGGAs) who ensured the
on ground timely implemen-
tation of the project and have
been striving for enhancing its
efficiency since then.

Elaborating on it further he
said that fulfilling the vision of
the Chief Minister to ensure
efficient and citizen centric
governance multiple e-gover-
nance projects like “e-Office”,
“Parivar Pehchaan Patra” and
“Human Resource
Management System” are on
the verge of completion and the
state government is heading
towards “paperless office”.

Gupta appreciated the
Departments who have
improved their Ticketing Score
(Citizen Grievances Redressal

Portal of Antyodaya Saral) and
the Right to Service Score
(RTS) regarding timely pro-
cessing of service or scheme
applications received on the
portal. 

He also asked the
Departments with lower scores
to work on improving them.

The Departments which
have excelled while sharing
the steps taken to improve
their performance apprised
Gupta that regular monitoring
of the portal by a dedicated
team of experts have been
instrumental in ensuring their
good performance.

It was apprised in the meet-
ing that more than 540 gov-
ernment schemes and services

have been integrated on the
platform, there are more than
6 lakh applications received on
the portal every month, around
20 lakh messages are sent for
tracking of application every
month and on an average 1
lakh calls are received on the
Antyodaya Portal helpline
every month.

Sharing details of the
Departments receiving maxi-
mum tickets Dr. Gupta said
that Health Services, Urban
Local Bodies and Building and
Other Construction Workers
(BOCW) Board attract maxi-
mum tickets.

The meeting was attended
by the Antyodaya Saral nodal
officers of all Departments.
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The severe cold wave sweep-
ing most parts of Punjab

and Haryana intensified on
Thursday with Narnaul record-
ing a low temperature of 1.8
degrees Celsius.

Narnaul in Haryana was
the coldest in the region, with
its minimum temperature set-
tling three notches below nor-
mal.  Others parts of Haryana
also reeled under biting cold
conditions with Ambala wit-
nessing minimum temperature
at 3.1 degree Celsius, three
notches below normal and
Hisar recording a low of 3.7
degree Celsius.

Karnal and Bhiwani
recorded respective minimum
temperatures of 4 degree
Celsius and 4.3 degree Celsius.
Rohtak and Sirsa braved the
chill at 3.8, and 5.8 degrees
Celsius respectively.

Chandigarh, the common
capital of Punjab and Haryana
recorded a minimum temper-
ature of 3.8 degree Celsius,
one degree below normal while
the maximum temperature set-
tled at 17.7 degree Celsius,
down by three notches from
normal limit. In Punjab also,
people braved the cold weath-
er with minimum tempera-
tures of Pathankot settling at 2.5
degree Celsius.

Amritsar, Ludhiana and
Patiala registered their mini-
mum temperatures at 6.5, 4.8

and 5.1 degrees Celsius respec-
tively. Among other places in
Punjab, Adampur, Halwara,
Bathinda, Faridkot and
Gurdaspur recorded minimum
temperatures at 2.1, 4.2, 3.6, 5
and 8 degrees Celsius respec-
tively.

A Met official said that fog
led to reduced visibility at sev-
eral places in Punjab and
Haryana on Thursday morning.

He said that cold wave
conditions will prevail in the
region during the next 24 hours.
Shallow to moderate fog is
likely at a few places during 48
hours in Punjab and Haryana,
the Met official said.

The maximum tempera-
tures also recorded were upto
six notches below normal in
parts of two states.

Karnal recorded maximum
temperature of 14.5 degrees,
down by four notches from
normal, Hisar recorded 17
degrees, three notches below
normal and Ambala recorded
13.2 degree Celsius, five degrees
below normal.

In Punjab, Amritsar record-
ed below normal day temper-
ature at 12.9 degrees, which was
five notches down the normal
limit. Ludhiana and Patiala
recorded respective maximum
temperatures of 12.4 degree
Celsius and 12.6 degree Celsius,
both six notches below nor-
mal.Meanwhile, the hill state of
Himachal Pradesh also reeled
under biting cold conditions.
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Ten more people succumbed
to the Covid-19 in Punjab

as 214 fresh positive cases sur-
faced on Thursday.

The death toll stood at
5473 while the state’s infection
count reached 169950, the
state’s health bulletin stated.

The mortality rate stood at
3.22 percent in the state.

Of the total ten deaths, two
were reported in SAS Nagar
and one death each was report-
ed in Barnala, Bathinda,
Gurdaspur, Jalandhar,
Ludhiana, Sangrur, SBS Nagar
and Tarn Taran.

Among the fresh cases, the
highest 43 were reported from
SAS Nagar (Mohali) followed
by 34 in Jalandhar. 22 cases
each were reported in Ludhiana
and in Amritsar, as per the bul-

letin,In the last 24 hours, a total
of 253 patients were discharged
after recovering from infection,
taking the number of cured
persons to 161710 in the state.

The state still has 2767
active COVID-19 cases. Of
them, 9 critical patients are on
ventilator support, while 99 are
on oxygen support, the bulletin
added.

6 DEATHS, 187 CASES IN
HARYANA

Haryana on Thursday wit-
nessed six more coronavirus
deaths, taking the toll to 2972
even as 187 fresh cases pushed
the State’s infection tally to
2,65,803, a health bulletin
showed.According to the state
health department’s daily bul-
letin, the fatalities were one
each from Faridabad, Karnal,
Panipat, Kurukshetra,

Yamunanagar and Jhajjar dis-
tricts.Among other districts to
report new cases included
Gurugram (34), Faridabad (34)
and Karnal (19).

The number of active cases
in the state were 2266 while as
many as 2,60,562 people have
so far been discharged after
recovering from infection. The
recovery rate was 98.03 percent.

1 DEATH, 23 CASES IN
CHANDIGARH

The union territory of
Chandigarh on Thursday
reported one more COVID-19
related death as 23 fresh cases
were detected.

“With this, the total case
tally reached 20438 and the
death toll stood at 330 in the
city,” as per the Chandigarh
Health Department’s evening
bulletin.
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With an aim to ensure road
safety for all in the city,

workshops for taxi aggregators
like Ola, Uber and food aggre-
gators like Swiggy, Zomato
will be organized by

Chandigarh Traffic Police dur-
ing the National Road Safety
Month.

Traffic Police will observe
the 32nd National Road Safety
Month-2021 in Chandigarh
from January 18 to February 17
under the theme of “Sadak

Suraksha-Jeevan Raksha”, said
an official spokesman. 

He said that during the
road safety month, various
road safety awareness events
will be organized by
Chandigarh Traffic Police in
association with educational

institutions, social organiza-
tions and corporate organiza-
tions.

Workshops for drivers of
CTU, Haryana and Punjab
Roadways, Auto Rickshaw dri-
vers, NMTs drivers, Ola, Uber,
Taxi Associations, school bus
drivers, food aggregators i.e.
Swiggy, Zomato, dominos, etc
will be organized during the
month, he said.

Among other programmes,
cycle rally, female two-wheel-
er rider rally, webinar on var-
ious road safety issues, inter-
action with media on road
safety, road safety skits or
nukkad natak will be orga-
nized, the spokesman said.

First aid training to traffic
and PCR officials, free health
checkup and eye checkup camp
for commercial vehicle dri-
vers, painting competition,
blood donation camp,  road
safety awareness at various FM
radios and PA Systems, joint
awareness regarding parking
for differently abled persons at
various markets alongwith
MCC officials and MWAs,
observance of zero tolerance
day, special campaign regard-
ing unauthorized vendors,  etc
by team of Chandigarh Traffic
Police and MCC officials will
also be organised during the
month long celebration, he
added.
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The Great Himalayan
National Park and Tirthan

Wildlife Sanctuary in Himachal
have been ranked as the best
managed protected areas in the
entire country.

Sainj Wildlife Sanctuary is
also placed among the top five
list of best managed protected
areas, said Forest Minister
Rakesh Pathania.

He said the report on
Management Effectiveness
Evaluation (MEE) of National
Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries
in India was released by
Prakash Javedkar, Union
Minister of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,
recently at New Delhi.

The Forest Minister said
that it is a matter of great sat-

isfaction and pride that three of
the top five best managed
Protected Areas in the country
are from Himachal Pradesh
and this shows the commit-
ment and sustained efforts of
the State Government towards
conservation of its valuable
forests and wildlife.

Congratulating the wildlife
wing, park managers and front-
line staff for achieving this
distinction, Pathania urged
them to keep on working hard
and maintain the high stan-
dards of management.

He also asked the author-
ities to adopt management
strategies and actions as per the
needs.

The Minister said that
MEE is a globally accepted
norm of evaluating the effec-
tiveness of the management of

the protected areas. The effec-
tiveness of management is eval-
uated on the basis of multiple
parameters and generally
defines how well the National
Park or Wildlife sanctuary is
being managed.

The evaluation process was
done by the Wildlife Institute
of India, Dehradun and nation-
wide 146 National Parks and
Wildlife Sanctuaries, including
13 protected areas of Himachal
Pradesh, were assessed through
a team of independent evalua-
tors. The score is given for var-
ious parameters including staff
position, provision of financial
resources, degree of protection,
peoples’ participation and
awareness of the communities
towards the conservation val-
ues, he said.

Against a national average
of 62 percent, GHNP and
Tirthan WLS scored a high of
84.17 percent while Sainj
recorded 82.5 percent, he said.

The Minister further said
that Himachal Pradesh has a
network of 5 National Parks, 28
Wildlife Sanctuaries and 3
Conservation Reserves cover-
ing 8391.42 km2 which is 15
percent of the total geograph-
ical area of the state.

Notably, the Great
Himalayan National Park
(GHNP) is located in the
Banjaar sub-division of Kullu
district of Himachal Pradesh in
the far western Himalaya.
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The Lord Ayyappan Temple at Tatibandh (Raipur) was illuminated with earthen lamps on the occasion of Makara
Sankranti on Thursday. Pioneer Photo

// Notice invited Tender// 
No.SP/DMT/AC/NIT-04 / 04-B  / 2020-21 Dt 13.01.2021

Superintendent of Police District Dhamtari on Behalf of Hon'ble Governor of
Chhattisgarh, invites sealed tenders for the following work from approved and eligible
contractors of CPWD, PWD, Res, Housing Board, MES, Railway, P&T who are registered
as manufacture for making concertina coil fencing as per Ministry of Defence specification
N. IND/Engg/Pro/1245B or CQAE/5660/a its connected drawing with Ministry of Defence
Controllagte of Quality Assurance (Engineering Equipments) DGS&D/NSIC and have
executed work of concertina Coil Fencing for at least Rs 1.00 crore. The offer will be received
in the office of the S.P. Dhamtari. Upto 16.00 PM on Dated 27-1-2021 and will be open on
dated 281-2021 at 1600 PM Tender form will be issued till date 22-1-2021 upto 1700 pm.

Term and conditions 
1. Name address and status of the firm 2. Valid registration certificate in of CPWD ,PWD,

Res, Housing Board, MES, Railway, P&T 3. Valid registration certificate as a proof for forms
Registration as manufacture(for making concertina coil fencing as per ministry of defence
specification No. IND/ENGG/PRO B>1245B Or CQAE/5660, 1602/1 & its connected
drawing) with ministry of defence controllerate of Quality Assurance (Engineering
Equipments) DGS&D/NSIC) 4. Experience in the execution of concertina coil fencing
work in naxalite area (minimum value of works Rs. 1.00 crore in last five years) credentials
from clients about satisfactory completion of work. 5. Details of works in hance (copy of
order) & present positions of work. 6. Turn over of Rs 1.00 crore per annum attested by CA
7. Copy of latest sale tax/commercial tax paid certificate. 8. No relationship certificate.

Note - 
A. Cost of tender Form is 750/- in Challan of the "0055 Police, 800 other". 
B. The contractor interested can bid for single or more groups. 
C. Successful bidders agree in form B applicable for item rate tenders. 
D. Conditional tender is not acceptable. 
E. Earnest Money in the shape of TDR/FDR/ in favour of S.P. Dhamtari, Chhattisgrah. 
F. Location site can be changed due to additional immediate requirement or security reasons.
G. Tender will be accepted in the office of the Superintendent of Police, Rudri, Dhamtari,

Chhattisgarh.

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE,
DISTRICT-DHAMTARI (CHHATTISGARH)

TEL. 07722-238265, Fax 238390

G- 86335/2 Ryp/Dtd 14.1.21
Superintendent of Police

District Dhamtari

Concertina Coil fencing location Police Line Residential
Campus at Village Rudri

EM, Bank solvency Rs, EM 11000/-,B.S. 225000/
Length of coil fencing and Ms fabricated gate 1000 m and ms gate 02 nos.
Time completion l.c rainy season and category of Registration 03 months /   D & A

No. Name of Work cost In lakh
1 Specification of Concertina Coil 1050 mm dia for Fencing Providing and

Fixing of Fencing with punched tape concertina coils (PTCC) conforming
to defence specification no. IND/Engg/Pro/1245B or COAE.5660/1602/a
or CQAE/5660/a & its connected drawing and 1050 mm dia in close
condition after stressing 10 mtr dia should be 915 mm re enforced barbed
tape RBT in pyramid shape i.e. 3 tiers tow at bottom and one at top the five
rows of RPT to be fixed between angle 50x50x6 mm at a distance of 3.0 mt
centre to centre height 2mt above ground level at different places i/c
transportation and cost of all materials and labour etc complete. Providing
and Fixing of MS Fabricated gate in Various Places as per approved design.

17.58 lakh

STAFF REPORTER n

RAIPUR

The poultry birds found
dead in Chhattisgarh's

Balod district reported bird
flu positive, the Veterinary
Department said on
Thursday, triggering a

state-wide alert.
“The samples of poultry

birds found dead in Balod a few
days back were sent to ‘Animal
Disease Laboratory’ in Bhopal.
The report on Thursday
evening said the birds were
H5N8 (bird flu) positive,” said
Matheshwaran V, Director of

Veterinary Services in the
Chhattisgarh Livestock
Development Department.

The samples of crows
were negative, he said, adding
samples of birds sent from
other districts also reported
negative, he said.

"We have shared the

report with district adminis-
tration and now it will take
action accordingly,"
Matheshwaran said.

Following the report of
bird flu, the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has sounded a state-
wide alert, a press statement
by the government said.

Five samples of poultry
birds from GS Poultry Farm,
Gidhali, were sent to Bhopal
for testing on January 11. The
tracheal swab and cloacal
swab report from birds were
reported H5N8 positive.

After the report
confirmed presence of avian
influenza in the samples, the
area within one km of the
farm was marked as
contaminated zone.

The Rapid Response
Team (RRT) has initiated
steps to contain the spread of
the virus.

The movement of poultry
birds in the contaminated
zone has been banned and
steps to curb human move-
ment in the zone has been
initiated. Also, a 10 km range
in Gidhali zone has been
notified as under observation,
the press release said.

Bird flu reported in Balod,
state-wide alert sounded

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The first phase of Covid
vaccination in

Chhattisgarh will begin from
January 16. Initially it will
happen in 99 vaccination cen-
tres, a government press
release said on Thursday.

In-charge Chief Secretary
Subrat Sahoo chaired a meet-
ing of the Steering Committee
and reviewed the preparation

for vaccination on Thursday.
“On January 16, following

the launch of Covid-19 vacci-
nation programme, vaccina-
tion will begin in
Chhattisgarh. As per the
instructions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, preparations
for vaccination in the state
have been completed. Health
workers will be the first to
receive vaccination,” Sahoo
was quoted as saying in a
press release.

For two-way-interaction
with the central government
on launch day, the Medical
college at Raipur and the
Maharani Hospital at
Jagdalpur have been identified.

Sahoo told officials to
ensure proper and safe vacci-
nation. He stressed the need
to run an awareness cam-
paign in coordination with
different departments.
Chhattisgarh has received
3.32 lakh doses of

Covidshield vaccine, he said.
The vaccine doses were

shifted to 18 districts on
January 13 and the remaining
doses are being moved. The
second dose of vaccine will be
sent to districts 28 days later,
he said, adding every identified
person will receive two doses.

During the meeting, offi-
cials told Sahoo that names of
267,399 healthcare workers
have been registered in the
Covin portal.

First phase of Covid vaccination
in Chhattisgarh from tomorrow

STAFF REPORTER n
RAJNANDGAON

Agroup of Naxalites killed
the husband of a village

sarpanch on suspicion of
being a police spy in
Chhattisgarh's Rajnandgaon
district, police said on
Thursday.

The incident took place
on Wednesday night in
Pardoni village in the
Manpur police station limits,
a Naxalite-affected area
located around 170 km from
Raipur.

The 47-year-old victim,
husband of the Pardoni
village sarpanch (panchayat
head), was beaten to death,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Jaiprakash Barhai
said.

According to prelimi-
nary information, a group of
Maoists barged into the
victim's house when he was
resting after dinner and
dragged him out on the

street, he said.
They then took him to

the village outskirts and
thrashed him brutally in
front of his family. The
victim died on the spot, the
official said.

After being alerted, a
police team shifted the body
to a hospital for
post-mortem.

Maoist pamphlets were
recovered from the site in
which the deceased was
accused of being a police
informer. The official denied
the victim's association with
the police.

A search operation has
been launched to trace the
culprits, the officer said.

According to another
police official, on May 8 last
year, four Naxalites were
killed in a gun battle with
police in Pardoni village.
The rebels suspected that the
victim tipped off the police
about the presence of their
colleagues.

Maoists kill village
Sarpanch’s husband,
brand him ‘informer’
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The CBI on Thursday con-
ducted searches at 14 loca-

tions including Delhi,
Ghaziabad, Noida, Gurgaon,
Meerut and Kanpur on the
premises of four of its own offi-
cials, including two Deputy
Superintendents of Police, an
Inspector and a Steno besides
private persons, including
advocates, on allegations of
compromising the investigation
of certain cases on “extraneous
pecuniary considerations”.  

In Ghaziabad, the search-
es were conducted at the CBI’s
premier training academy.

The four CBI personnel,
including two DSPs were
booked for allegedly receiving
bribes to compromise investi-
gation against companies
accused of bank fraud.

While the agency did not
give out much details about the
case in which its own person-
nel are under probe, sources
said the accused personnel are
being investigated for alleged-
ly taking huge amounts of

bribe from the accused com-
panies in bank fraud cases
being probed by the CBI.

The CBI officials booked
by the agency are DSPs R K
Rishi and R K Sangwan,
Inspector Kapil Dhankad and
Steno Samir Kumar Singh,
they said.

The searches led to an
embarrassing situation for the
agency as it had to even search
the premises of Rishi, who is
posted in the CBI Academy,
Ghaziabad where the Central
anti-corruption agency trains
and prepares its officers for
future roles in the organisation.
In addition to CBI officers,
cadets from foreign countries
are also trained at the state-of-
the-art academy in Ghaziabad.

Meanwhile, in a separate
development the CBI con-
ducted searches in an ongoing
investigation of two separate
cases which led to recovery of
incriminating documents
including alleged fake/forged
ST certificates.  

It was alleged in the first
case that the accused Ramesh

Chand Meena, son of Chiranji
Lal obtained job for the post of
Lower Division Clerk in
Employees Provident Fund
Organisation on July 24, 1985
at the strength of alleged
fake/forged ST certificate pur-
portedly issued by Sub
Divisional Magistrate,
Hindaun, Sawai Madhopur.
However, the accused was
allegedly hailing from Mathura
(UP). It was further alleged that
he was promoted to the post of
Account Officer/Enforcement
Officer after his joining by
using benefits of the said ST
certificate, the agency saud. 

In the second case, it was
alleged that the accused
Ramesh Chand Meena, son of
Govind Ram got a job with
MTNL under ST quota on the
basis of an alleged forged/fake
certificate purportedly issued
by Sub Divisional Magistrate,
Deeg (Rajasthan). However,
he was allegedly a native of
Hathras (UP).

It was further alleged that
the accused joined MTNL and
was appointed as Junior
Telecom Officer (JTO) through
departmental examination
under ST Category.  He retired
as Senior Manager (Telephone)
on July 31, 2018 from MTNL,
New Delhi. It was also alleged
that the accused had managed
to get allotment of a DDA Flat
under the benefits of ST quota
in the year 1987.

Investigation in both the
cases is continuing, it added.
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Notwithstanding the denial of
Union Minister Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi, BJP MP from
Unnao, Sakshi Maharaj, has
created a political controversy by
claiming that All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
leader Asaduddin Owaisi had
helped the BJP in the 2020
Bihar Assembly elections and
that he would do the same in the
coming elections in West Bengal
and Uttar Pradesh.

Owaisi had contested the
Bihar elections winning five
assembly seats in the Muslim
majority areas, denying advan-
tage to the RJD-led  opposition
against BJP-JDU-VIP combina-
tion that won the assembly poll.

The outspoken Unnao MP
said as in Bihar,  AIMIM’s deci-
sion to contest the Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal elections will
help the BJP register victory in
both the States.

Opposition parties, includ-
ing the Congress, had long
alleged that AIMIM  has been
playing the role of ‘BJP’s B
team.’ The BJP MP’s comments
have apparently confirmed the
suspicion and the charges leveled
by the opposition against the
Owaisi and the BJP. 

“Khuda unko  taakat de “
(May God give him strength”,

said Sakshi Maharaj adding “ he
helped us in Bihar and will help
us (BJP) in Uttar Pradesh pan-
chayat and Assembly polls and
also in West Bengal,” he said at
Kannauj while on way to the
National Capital.

Owaisi had earlier denied
the charges of collusion with the
BJP and made his intent of con-
testing Assembly poll in Bengal
and UP quite clear. He had said
that the opposition should “look
within” to find reasons for its
electoral defeats instead of blam-
ing his party for it.

The AIMIM is presently  all
set to contest the upcoming pan-
chayat polls in UP in alliance
with the Suheldev Bhartiya
Samaj Party.

Asked about the BJP MP’s
admission of AIMIM tactically
helping BJP, Union Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi denied
saying “tired and fatigued peo-
ple are not helping BJP win as
the party is scoring victories  on
its  own strength”.

Owaisi’s party had recently
contested Hyderabad Municipal
elections and emerged as the
third largest party winning 44
seats with TRS leading with 55,
BJP second with 48 and
Congress winning only two
seats. 
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Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) presi-

dent Dushyant Dave resigned
from his post with immediate
effect on Thursday saying he
has forfeited his right to con-
tinue.

Acting SCBA Secretary
Rohit Panday confirmed the
development that the senior
advocate has resigned with
immediate effect.

Dave in his brief letter
stated that the tenure of the
Executive Committee of SCBA
has already ended and it may
not be possible to hold virtual
elections as per schedule “due
to reservations held by some
lawyers”. 

“Following recent events, I
feel that I have forfeited my
right to continue as your
Leader and so I hereby tender
my Resignation from the post
of the President of the SCBA
with immediate effect. Our
term has already come to an
end .

“We sincerely decided to
hold virtual election to elect a

new body. Now I find it may
not be possible to hold them as
per the schedule declared by
the Election Committee due to
reservations held by some of
you. I understand their position
and have no quarrel with it but
to me any further continuation
as the President in these cir-
cumstances will be morally
wrong,” the letter said.

Dave also expressed his
gratitude to all the members of
the SCBA.

“I must place on record my
deep gratitude to each of you for
being part of this EC and con-
tributing immensely during
Covid 19, perhaps the greatest
challenge to mankind we will
ever see in our lifetime. You have
done proud to this Institution,
the SCBA. It was a privilege to
be with you. I wish you all lots
of good luck for a better future,”
Dave said in his letter.
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As the country gears up to
launch the mega anti-

Covid-jab drive for health
workers on January 16, chil-
dren in the age group of 0-5
years will have to wait to get
their share of polio drops
with the Government
rescheduling the polio immu-
nisation programme from ear-
lier January 17 to January 31
across India.

“The massive country-
wide COVID-19 vaccination
drive will be rolled out by the
Prime Minister from January
16. This would be the world’s
largest immunisation exer-
cise. Therefore, it has been
decided by the Health
Ministry in consultation with
the office of the President of
India to reschedule the Polio
vaccination day, also known as
the National Immunisation
Day (NID) or ‘Polio Ravivar’
to 31st January,”  the Ministry
said in the statement.

The decision is in keeping
with the stated policy of the
Union Health Ministry to
ensure that COVID manage-
ment and vaccination ser-
vices as well as non-Covid
essential health services pro-
ceed in tandem without
adversely impacting each
other, said the Union Health
Ministry in a statement here
on Thursday.

The President will launch
the Polio National
Immunisation Day on 30th
January by administering
Polio drops to some children
at the Rashtrapati Bhawan at
11:45 am, the statement said.
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Rajya Sabha member
Priyanka Chaturvedi was

on Thursday appointed as
Board Member of the
Stakeholder Panel, Common-
wealth Youth Innovation Hub,
for a two-year term.

The Commonwealth Youth
Innovation Hub is a platform
to develop human capital to
drive economic and societal
innovation, foster unity and
transform societies through
sustainable impact. The
Commonwealth Youth
Innovation Hub was launched
by the Prince of Wales during
the 2017 Commonwealth
Youth Summit in Malaysia.
The hub also seeks to ensure
that policy and government
institutions are more effective
contributors to development
through the influence of youth
voices. 

The Commonwealth Youth
Innovation Stakeholders Panel
consists of Heads of
Government, High
Commissioners, Heads of
International and
Intergovernmental agencies.
The stakeholder panel con-
sists of Board Members, includ-
ing the Chairperson of the
Stakeholder Panel and
Secretary of the Stakeholder

Panel.
As a Board Member of the

Stakeholder Panel, Priyanka
Chaturvedi will participate in
meetings of the
Commonwealth Youth
Innovation Hub, represent the
hub at meetings and events,
and serve as an ambassador for
the Commonwealth Youth
Innovation Hub to promote the
hub’s vision and values.

Chaturvedi’s appointment
was done at the Board Meeting
of the Commonwealth Youth
Innovation Hub held virtually
on January 6, 2021 from Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia and was
attended by Dr. Kishva
Ambigapathy, Esq – Global
Chair - Commonwealth Youth
Innovation Hub & Sumedh
Gaikwad – Country Head,
Commonwealth Youth
Innovation Hub – India. 

Chaturvedi is national
spokesperson of Shiv Sena and
was earlier in the Congress
party.
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The Centre has asked States
to review policy of banning

supply of poultry and poultry
products from other States as
there is no scientific report
available that infection of Avian
Influenza or bird flu viruses
spread through processed
products as this would add to
the negative impact on the
poultry industry.

“Further, there is no scien-
tific report available.
Consumption of well-cooked
chicken and eggs does not
pose any risk to humans,” the
ministry of animal husbandry
and dairying said in its latest
advisory to state governments
urging state to review policy of
banning supply of poultry
products from other states
amid scare of bird flu or avian
influenza in 12 states across the
country.

“Additional cases of avian
influenza among crows have
been confirmed in Dangs dis-
trict of Gujarat. After success-
fully finishing the culling oper-
ations, Maharashtra and

Madhya Pradesh have com-
pleted sanitization activities. In
Haryana, samples from four
poultry farms have been con-
firmed to be positive for avian
influenza (H5N8). The farms
are: Maharaja poultry farm in
Khatauli; Tara poultry farm,
Batour and Singla poultry farm
in Mauli village of Panchkula
district of Haryana,’ the min-
istry said. 

The ministry of animal
husbandry and dairying has
also requested Ministry of Civil
Aviation to allow uninterrupt-
ed transportation of samples
for expeditious testing of Avian
Influenza in designated labo-
ratories.

Meanwhile, Minister of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying Giriraj Singh on
Thursday said the Delhi gov-
ernment’s decision to open
Ghazipur poultry market will
send a positive message
throughout the country, even
as it asked states to ensure that
all precautions are taken to
curb the spread of bird flu. Bird
flu outbreak has been con-
firmed in Delhi, Maharashtra,

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana and Gujarat so far.
Singh said: “Hope the decision
to lift the ban on Ghazipur
mandi will send a positive
message throughout the coun-
try. I urged them to take pre-
cautions and not to panic.”

He said the Centre had
issued an advisory in October
2020 on bird flu and also set up
control room.”Had the advi-
sory been followed, there
would not have been panic in
Delhi or other states,” the min-
ister said. Singh said he had a
meeting with Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister earlier in the
day.

“There was positive dis-
cussion. Three mayors were
also there in the video con-
ference. The Delhi govern-
ment has taken decision to
open the Ghazipur mandi,”
Singh said, adding that it was
decided that the MCDs will
also take back their direction
issued on banning sale of
chicken and eggs in hotels and
restaurants.
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Annual adaptation costs in
developing countries,

including India, to the climate
change are estimated at USD70
billion, but the figure could
reach up to USD 300 billion in
2030, and whopping USD 500
billion in 2050.

However, while almost
three-quarters of nations have
some adaptation plans in place,
most of them face financial and
implementation fall “far short”
of what is needed, said a UN
report here, even as it called for
stepping up public and private
finance for adaptation on an
urgent basis.

Though cumulative invest-
ment for climate change miti-
gation and adaptation projects
under the four funds--the
Global Environment Facility
(GEF), the Green Climate Fund
(GCF), the Adaptation Fund,
and the International Climate
Initiative (IKI)-- stands at USD
94 billion, only USD 12 billion
was spent on nature-based
solutions, a tiny fraction of total
adaptation and conservation
finance, it added. 

“Though countries have
made progress in planning for
climate change adaptation, sig-
nificant gaps remain in financ-
ing such initiatives and bring-
ing them the stage where they
bring real protection against
climate change impacts such as
droughts, floods and sea-level
rise”,  said the United Nations
environment report.

Released on Thursday by
the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP), the 2020
Adaptation Gap Report, point-
ed out that as temperatures rise
and climate change impacts
intensify, nations must urgent-

ly step up action to adapt to the
new climate reality or face
serious costs, damages and
losses.

“The hard truth is that cli-
mate change is upon us,” Inger
Andersen, UNEP Executive
Director, said in a news release
announcing the findings.

“Its impacts will intensify
and hit vulnerable countries
and communities the hardest,
even if we meet the Paris
Agreement goals of holding
global warming this century to
well below 2 degrees Celsius
and pursuing 1.5 degree
Celsius.”

Annual adaptation costs
in developing countries are
estimated at USD70 billion, but
the figure could reach up to
USD300 billion in 2030, and
USD 500 billion in 2050.
Almost three-quarters of
nations have some adaptation
plans in place, but financing
and implementation fall “far
short” of what is needed, said
the report.

Adaptation is a key pillar
of the Paris Agreement on
Climate Change. It aims to
reduce countries’ and com-

munities’ vulnerability to cli-
mate change by increasing
their ability to absorb impacts. 

The UNEP report also
underscored the importance of
nature-based solutions as low-
cost options that reduce cli-
mate risks, restore and protect
biodiversity, and bring benefits
for communities and
economies.

The UNEP has now urged
all nations to pursue the efforts
outlined in its December 2020
Emissions Gap Report, which
called for a green pandemic
recovery and updated
Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) that
include new net-zero com-
mitments. 

“However, the world must
also plan for, finance and
implement climate change
adaptation to support those
nations least responsible for cli-
mate change but most at risk,”
the UN agency said adding
that “while the COVID-19
pandemic is expected to hit the
ability of countries to adapt to
climate change, investing in
adaptation is a sound eco-
nomic decision.”
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The number of people
infected with the new UK

variant of SARS-CoV-2 in
India has reached 109 at pre-
sent, the Ministry of health and
family welfare said on
Thursday. On Wednesday, the
number was 102 while till
January 11, 96 people were
found infected with the new
strain which is said to be more
lethal.

“The total number of per-
sons found infected with the
new UK variant genome stands
at 109 on Thursday,” the min-
istry said in a statement here.

All these people have been
kept in single room isolation in
designated healthcare facilities
by respective state govern-
ments, it said.

“Their close contacts have
also been put under quaran-

tine. Comprehensive contact
tracing has been initiated for
co-travellers, family contacts
and others. Genome sequenc-
ing on other specimens is
going on,” the ministry said.

Meanwhile, the ongoing
trend of contraction of India’s
daily new Covid cases contin-
ues with India recording less
than 20,000 daily new cases
since the last seven days.

In the last 24 hours, only
16,946 persons were found to
be infected with COVID in
India. In the same period,
India also registered 17,652
new recoveries ensuring a net
decline of 904 cases in the
Active Caseload.

Daily deaths in India are
on a sustained decline. Less
than 300 daily deaths have
been registered for the last 20
days.

India’s Case Fatality Rate
stands at 1.44 per cent with 22

States/UTs have cases fatality
rate less than the national
average.

The active caseload of the
country stands at 2,13,603.
The share of active cases in the
total positive cases has further
shrunk to 2.03 per cent.

India’s Total Recoveries

stand at 10,146,763 on
Thursday. Kerala has reported
the maximum number of sin-
gle day recoveries with 5,158
newly recovered cases. 3,009
people recovered in
Maharashtrain the past 24
hours followed by 930 in
Chhattisgarh.
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To ensure early detection
of new mutant variants of

Covid-19, SpiceHealth in col-
laboration with CSIR-
Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology (CSIR-
IGIB) has set up a portable
testing laboratory for genome
sequencing at Delhi’s Indira

Gandhi International airport
for all positive samples from
international travellers. The
lab was inaugurated by Dr
VK Paul,  Member
(Health)NITI Aayog in the
presence of  Dr Anurag
Agrawal, Director, CSIR-
IGIB, Ajay Singh, CMD,
SpiceJet and Avani Singh,
CEO, SpiceHealth.

6.��	(�!���������������	�����)������	����728
#���
���	�������	�
���
����	���
������	���������	
�	3�3,

 ��	� 12-	�2+/3

India on Thursday described
the targeted killing of jour-

nalists and civil society members
in Afghanistan as an attempt to
suppress freedom of expression
and pitched for an “immediate
and comprehensive” ceasefire to
lay the ground for a meaningful
peace process in the country. 

Expressing deep concern
over the killings, External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said India stands with
the people of Afghanistan in
their journey towards peace
and these attacks are contrary to
the spirit of the peace process
and should immediately stop.

Asked about National

Security Adviser Ajit Doval’s
two-day visit to Afghanistan,
Srivastava said at a media brief-
ing that his discussions with
Afghan leaders focused on bilat-
eral relations and the Afghan
peace process. 

Doval called on President
Ashraf Ghani, and held talks
with Afghan peace negotiator
Abdullah Abdullah, Afghan
National Security Adviser 

Hamdullah Mohib, Foreign
Minister Mohammad Haneef
Atmar and former president
Hamid Karzai.

“In the past few weeks, we
have received inputs of several
attacks on journalists and civil
society activists in Afghanistan.
The targeted 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Saturday inter-

act with startups and address a
global summit being organised
by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, according to the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO).

The Prarambh: Startup
India International Summit is
being organised by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade of
the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry on January 15-16.

Prime Minister Modi will
interact with startups and
address the summit on January
16 at 5 PM via video confer-
encing, the PMO said in a

statement.
The two-day summit is

being organised as a follow-up
of the announcement made by
the prime minister at the fourth
BIMSTEC Summit held in
Kathmandu in August 2018
wherein India committed to
host the BIMSTEC Startup
Conclave.

The summit marks the fifth
anniversary of the Startup India
initiative, launched by the prime
minister on January 16, 2016. 

With participation from
over 25 countries and more than
200 global speakers, the summit
will be the largest startup con-
fluence organised by the
Government of India since the
launch of the Startup India ini-
tiative, the PMO said.
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Banners of rebellion continue to
unfurl and flutter in Mamata

Banerjee’s Bengal with actor-
turned TMC parliamentarian
Shatabdi Roy becoming the latest
in the line of rebels to sing in
rebellious note.

The three-time MP from
Birbhum has written on her
Facebook handle that she might
take the final decision in a cou-
ple of day’s time citing reasons of
being ignored in her own party.

If she quits the TMC she will
be the fourth heavyweight leader
to leave the party in a month’s
time. Roy’s declaration comes
within a month of Bengal
Ministers Suvendu Adhikari and
Laxmi Ratan Shukla and TMC
MP Sunil Mandal quitting the
party.

Expressing displeasure at
being constantly ignored by a sec-
tion of the leadership Roy has said
that she would “take a decision
about my future in a couple of
day’s time.” 

Kolkata: The dates of Bengal
Assembly elections may be
declared as early as in the month
of February, Election Commission
sources said adding theelection
process might be wrapped up by
the end of April.

A full bench of the
Commission will visit Bengal
anytime after January18 during
which it will take stock of situa-
tions before taking a finaldecision,
sources said. Deputy Election
Commissioner Sudip Jain
onThursday held meeting with
Bengal Health Secretary and
seniorofficials of the Education
Department sources added. PNS

CHENNAI: An unprecedented crowd gathered at
Avaniyapuram near Madurai to greet former Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi who paid a day’s visit to the State on
Thursday to witness the traditional bull taming sport of
Jallikattu.

Addressing the thousands who had turned up to wel-
come him, Rahul Gandhi said that watching the taming of
bulls was like ‘experiencing Tamil culture and history in
action.’

The Congress in its election manifestos in 2009 and 2014
had assured the people that if voted back to power, the party
would ban once and for ever the jallikattu sports.

While on his way back to the airport, Rahul Gandhi told
media persons that he would continue to stand by the farm-
ers of the country who are agitating against the Farm Bills.
He lambasted Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his indif-
ference to the woes of the farmers.  PNS
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law Sameer Khan  was arrested
by the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), Maharashtra's Minority
Affairs Minister and NCP chief
spokesperson Nawab Malik said
that “no one is above law”

“Nobody is above the law
and it should be applied without
any discrimination. Law will
take its due course and justice
will prevail. I respect and have
immense faith in our judiciary,
Malik tweeted.

Malik’s daughter Nilofar is
married to Bandra resident
Sameer Khan, who was arrest-
ed by the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on Wednesday

night after day-long grilling.
Khan was produced before

a Magistrate’s court, which
remanded him in NCB’s custody
till January 18.

Coming to Malik’s defence,
NCP chief Sharad Pawar said:
“There are  no personal allega-
tions against Nawab Malik. The
person  convered  ( Malik’s son-
in-law) must cooperate with
the concerned agency”.

Sasmeer’s arrest came a day
after it arrested Ramkumar
Tiwari, one of the brothers who
own ''Muchhad Paanwala'' shop
at Kemps corner in south
Mumbai, in connection of
cannabis-related drugs. PNS

Guwahati: An irate mob on Thursday set a for-
est department office on fire after a wild buffalo
killed a young man in Biswanath district in north-
ern Assam bordering Arunachal Pradesh, officials
said.

According to the police, hundreds of locals,
including women, turned violent after Jayanta Das,
a villager, was killed by a wild buffalo at
Muttackgaon in Biswanath district. Accusing the
forest officials of not taking adequate steps to pre-
vent wild animals from entering into the human
habitations and villages from the nearby forests,
the angry villagers set on fire the office of the
Central Range of the Biswanath Wildlife Division.

“A wild buffalo came to the Biswanath Ghat
early on Thursday morning and tried to attack the
villagers. We immediately informed the forest offi-
cials, but they reached the spot after the buffalo
had attacked and killed Das,” Prashanta Sharma,
an eyewitness, told the media.

The villagers have demanded a compensation
of Rs 50 lakh for the victim's family. The police
and forest officials had a tough time in pacifying
the angry mob. IANS
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Patna: While the police in
Patna are facing criticism over
the sensational murder of an
Indigo state head, a section of
people in Bihar are apprehen-
sive that they might be enter-
ing into a phase of 'Jungle Raj
2.0'.

Indigo airlines station
manager, Rupesh Kumar Singh
(40), was allegedly shot dead by
criminals near the Shastri
Nagar police station area in
Patna on Tuesday.

The murder of the Indigo
state head brings back the fear-
ful memories of Airtel GM's
murder at Bahadurpur Gumti
in Patna in 2005, the kidnap-
ping of Bharat Singh and a
series of criminal acts which
took place during the Lalu
Prasad-Rabri Devi regime
between 1990 and 2005. The
high crime rate during that
period even led to the downfall
of the RJD in 2005.

Now, the Nitish Kumar
government is facing similar
criticism over the growing
crime graph in the state ever
since he returned as Bihar
Chief Minister for a seventh
time in November 2020.

In a bid to bring down the
crime graph, the Nitish Kumar
government had started oper-
ation 'Ganga Snan' during
2005-2007 when several noto-
rious criminals were silently
eliminated by the police or
were put behind bars. On may
recall the famous encounter of
dreaded gangster Amresh
Singh in Khagaria, or the
killing of gangster Guddu
Sharma in an encounter in
Delhi. Many of Bihar's most
notorious gangsters, such as
Surajbhan Singh, Anant Singh
and Mohamad Sahabuddin,
were put behind bars during
that period.

It was a secret operation

carried out by the Bihar police
and the STF to eliminate the
criminals, when the govern-
ment had given a free hand to
the police. Hence, there are no
official records of the encoun-
ters that took place during
that period.

Sources say that due to the
impact of the operation, Nitish
Kumar managed to attain the
image of 'Sushashan Babu' in
Bihar. Now the question is
whether the Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment would again adopt a
similar modus operendi to
check the rising crime graph in
the state.

The Chief Minister, who
also holds the home portfolio,
is under immense pressure fol-
lowing the murder of Rupesh
Singh. The leaders of his
alliance partner BJP in partic-
ular are making aggressive
statements to corner the CM.

Janardan Sigriwal, BJP MP

from Maharajganj, said: “Killers
of Rupesh Singh should be
hanged at the busy chowks of
the city in broad daylight. If any
amendment is required to do
this, the government should
proceed with it. Criminals can-
not allowed to be let off. In the
case of Rupesh Singh, Patna
police have to expose the plan-
ner.”

Earlier, Nitin Naveen, BJP
MLA from Bankipur, had
asked the Bihar government to
endorse the Uttar Pradesh
model of encounter.

Union Minister R.K. Singh
said that the Bihar government
should suspend callous police
officers who have failed to
control law and order in Patna.

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
has already said that Nitish
Kumar has failed to control the
law and order situation in
Bihar and should resign from
his post or give the home port-

folio to some other minister.
Retaliating to Tejashwi

Yadav, Nikhil Anand, the chief
spokesperson of BJP, said: “Law
and order is a concern for us
and the NDA government is
capable of handling it. This is
the same government that
managed to put breaks on
crimes between 2005 and 2007.
During the Lalu-Rabri regime,
criminals like Mohamad
Sahabuddin operated freely.”

Meanwhile, the Bihar
police have claimed that they
have got some leads in the
Indigo case and the criminals
will be apprehended very soon.

Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) Rajesh Kumar
Prabhakar said: “We have some
clues about this case. Several
teams of Patna police and STF
are raiding different premises
at the moment. The accused
will be put behind bars 
soon.” IANS
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Jammu: The Directorate of School
Education (DSE) will set up a digital stu-
dio in Jammu division for teachers to deliv-
er online lectures, a senior official said on
Thursday.

The Union Ministry of Education has
sanctioned establishment of the digital stu-
dio under the Samagra Shiksha scheme,
Director of School Education in Jammu
Anuradha Gupta said. 

“While the directorate will set up the
studio very soon, various measures to
improve quality of education through dig-
ital interventions need to be put in place
for making learning more efficient and
effective,” she said.

“Delivering best online lectures
through a control room at the studio shall
soon be made possible. Besides, keeping in
view the National Education Policy 2020
for art-integrated learning and holistic

development of school children, they need
to be exposed to art, culture, sports and
other activities which are now perceived to
be part of curriculum,” she said.

The directorate will also launch an offi-
cial YouTube channel -- 'shiksha darpan' -
- to broadcast video content and e-maga-
zine 'shiksha patrika' for written content
contributed by students, teachers and
other stakeholders.

As information technology-enabled
platforms are increasingly becoming an
important medium of information dis-
semination and will continue to be so in
the post-COVID-19 scenario, the
Directorate of School Education intends to
use various social media platforms to reach
out to students, their parents, staff mem-
bers and other stakeholders in an effective
manner and provide them a platform to
showcase their talent, she said. PTI
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laptop, DVD and hard disc recovered
from an expelled BJP office-bearer who
was arrested on charges of sexually
exploiting two children, an official said
on Thursday. 

Police said they have recovered
several video clips in which Ram
Bihari Rathore, who was removed
from the post of the Konch BJP vice-
resident after his arrest on Wednesday,
is allegedly seen sexually exploiting
children. Some 15 to 20 videos have
so far been found from the seized lap-
top, DVD and hard disc, in which the
accused is seen exploiting young chil-
dren, Konch SHO Imran Khan said on
Thursday. 

The SHO said Rathore used to lure
young children by giving them money
and made their obscene videos to
blackmail them. He used to threaten
and exploit them sexually, the SHO

said, adding that teams of the cyber-
crime cell are looking into the matter
in detail.  

To a question, Khan said it would
be premature to link this case with the
Irrigation Department junior engineer,
who was arrested in November last
year for alleged sexual exploitation of
children and selling their videos and
photographs of nefarious acts on dark
net to paedophiles across the globe.  

The arrested junior engineer, a res-
ident of Chitrakoot district, is alleged
to have victimised about 50 children
in the age group of 5-16 years in the
districts of Chitrakoot, Banda and
Hamirpur. 

According to police, they had
seized a laptop, hard disk, sex toys,
eight mobile phones, Rs 8 lakh in cash
and other digital evidence carrying
huge amount of child sexual abuse
material from the engineer.   PTI
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Panaji: The levels of microplas-
tics found  In fish and other
seafood samples from the Sal
Estuary in Goa is worrisome, a
study by researchers of the
National Institute of
Oceanography (NIO) here has
said.

The study, led by senior sci-
entist Dr Mahua Saha, indi-
cated presence of microplastics
in water, sediment and biota
(local animal and plant life)
from the estuary.

A paper based on the
study, result of two-year-long
research by scientists from
CSIR-NIO, was published in
the prominent scientific jour-
nal “Chemosphere”.

During the study titled
“Microplastics in seafood as an
emerging threat to marine
environment: A case study in

Goa” the researchers collect-
edsamples of four species of
finfish from two sites. Three
species of shellfish were col-
lected from local fishermen.

The estuary is a valuable
source of oyster, finfish and
shellfish species, the study said.

“The average abundance of
microplastics in the Sal Estuary
is significant which is compa-
rable to the microplastic abun-
dance in water from the
Netherlands and China and in
sediments from China and
Nova Scotia (Canada),” it said.

“The significant presence
of microplastics in the gas-
trointestinal tract of finfish
may pose an additional threat
to these fishes due to the leach-
ing of chemicals,” the study
said.

Further, “profound abun-

dance” of various microplastics
in bivalves (shellfish) poses
risk to humans because bivalves
are mostly consumed as a
whole, it noted.

“A similar signature of
polymers in water and sedi-
ment, and in seafood suggests
that human activities in the
densely populated area around
the estuary might be the lead-
ing source of microplastic con-
tamination,” the paper said.

Fishing activities may also
contribute to the microplastic
pollution in the estuary, it said.

“The study overall adds to
the increasing evidence that
ubiquitous contamination by
plastic particles is seriously
impacting the coastal marine
biota,” the researchers said,
calling for “robust manage-
ment strategies” to stop it.PTI

����
��
.��
�����
��������
������
��
�������������
��
�������

Lucknow: Students of the Uttar
Pradesh Secondary Education
Board (UPSEB) will now study
the Ganga conservation subject
at the high school and inter-
mediate level.

This has been included as
a subject at the initiative of the
Namami Gange Department
and Uttar Pradesh will be the
first state to do so.

According the government
spokesman, a proposal to
include Ganga conservation
and prevention of water pollu-
tion in the curriculum has
been prepared and the UPSEB
has sent it to a committee of

Hindi experts for considera-
tion.

Once the committee
approves the proposal, the sub-
ject will be included in the syl-
labus. Students will learn ways
to save the holy water of the
Ganga from getting polluted
and the journey of the Ganga
from the Himalayas to the Bay
of Bengal.

The idea is to link the
Ganga cleanliness campaign
with the youth and spread
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's concept of 'Nirmal and
Aviral Ganga' among 
children. IANS
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Bengaluru: Amid simmering discontent
post  His cabinet expansion, Karnataka Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa on Thursday asked
such sulking BJP leaders to take up the mat-
ter with the national leadership and urged
them to refrain from making any remarks
affecting the party.

The chief minister had expanded his cab-
inet on Wednesday after much deliberations
and the excercise already saw some aspirants
who could not make it publicly air their dis-
pleasure.

“If the BJP MLAs have any objection they
can go to Delhi, meet our national leaders and
give them all the information and complaints
they have. I won't object to that but I ask them
not to damage the party's reputation by talk-
ing ill,” Yediyurappa told reporters in
Bengaluru.

Noting that the central leaders will take
a call on their complaints, he said the seniors
in the party are aware of the facts.

Later, speaking to reporters in Davangere,
he insisted he could do what was within his
limits, on the matter and warned those
speaking ill about him.

Yediyurappa, however, did not respond
to queries on the non-induction of
Rajarajeshwari Nagar MLA Munirathna, a
former Congress man who joined the saffron
party, despite the former's promise to induct
him in his council of ministers.

Yediyurappa on Wednesday expanded his
17-month-old government by inducting
seven new Ministers and dropping Excise
Minister H Nagesh.

The other aspirants-- Basanagouda Patil,
M P Renukacharya, Sathish Reddy, Thippa
Reddy, S A Ramadass and A H Vishwanath,
who could not make it have been quite vocal
in expressing their displeasure.

Yatnal in particular has been critical of
the chief minister and even alleged his fam-
ily of 'hijacking' the party.

He had requested Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to end dynastyic politics from
Yediyurappa's family in Karnataka, which has
a chief minister, an MP (B Y Raghavendra)
and a BJP state vice president (B Y
Vijayendra).

The CM has made those who are black-
mailing him as Ministers.  PTI

Gorakhpur (UP): Police have
lodged a case against a
Karnataka man for allegedly
kidnapping a 19-year-old
woman after befriending her,
hiding his religious identity,
police said on Thursday.

A missing report was
lodged by the woman's father
on January 5 after she did not
return home from college,
Station House Officer,
Chiluatal police station, Neeraj
Kumar Rai said.

“During an investigation
and with the help of call records
of the woman's mobile phone,
it was found that she used to
frequently talk to the man

whose name in the Truecaller
app was mentioned as
Mehboob and the location as
Karnataka,” he said.

A case was lodged against
the man on January 11, fol-
lowing which a three-member
police team was sent to
Karnataka to trace the man and
the kidnapped woman, Rai
said. 

On the basis of these
inputs, the woman's father
lodged an FIR against the man
and accused him of allegedly
kidnapping his daughter and
hiding his Muslim identity, he
said. 

The woman's father, who is

a retired Army man, has men-
tioned in the FIR that last year
the man had befriended his
daughter through social media
and wooed her on the pretext
of providing a job.

Police said that everything
would be clear once the
accused and the kidnapped
woman are traced.

The case was lodged under
sections 366 (kidnapping,
abduction or inducing woman
to compel her into marriage )
and 363 (kidnapping) of the
Indian Penal Code, besides
the new anti-conversion law of
the Uttar Pradesh government,
the SHO said. PTI

Thiruvananathapuram:Kerala on
Thursday reported 5,490 new Covid-
19 cases with a test positivity rate of
8.11 per cent, a press statement issued
by the office of state health minister
K.K. Shailaja said. On a positive note,
4,337 people recovered from the dis-
ease on Thursday.

Malappuram reported the maxi-
mum number of cases on Thursday at
712, while Kasargod reported the least
number of cases at 72. As many as
67,712 samples were tested on
Thursday.

Meanwhile, 19 deaths in the last 24
hours took the state's Covid death toll
to 3,392.

Among those who tested positive
on Thursday, 92 people had come from
outside the state, 4,911 got the diseaase
through contact while the source of
contact of 435 people is unclear.

Fifty-two health workers tested
positive on Thursday, 14 in Kozhikode,
followed by Pathanamthitta (9),
Kannur (7), Thrissur (5), Ernakulam
and Wayanad (4 each), Idukki and
Palakkad (2 each), and

Thiruvananhapuram, Malappuram
and Kasargod (1 each).

At present, there are 2,01,293 peo-
ple under observation in the state,
including 10,904 at various hospitals.

Meanwhile, 6 new hotspots on
Thursday increased the state's tally to
420. IANS
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Asaduddin Owaisi is a
politician with blue blood,
which has turned crimson
by barristry, a surname

imported from Arabia and the
leadership of a century-old party
founded by Nawab Mahmood
Nawaz Khan. In 1944, Razakar
leader Qasim Rizvi was selected as
the party’s leader, to also become the
extra military force of the Nizam of
Hyderabad.

In 1957, Rizvi was exiled to
Pakistan but, before departing, he
handed over the Majlis-e-Ittehadul-
Muslimeen (MIM) to his right-
hand man, Janab Abdul Wahid
Owaisi. His son Sultan Salahuddin
took over the party in 1975, and it
was inherited by his illustrious son
Asaduddin. The party headquarters
are based in an impressive building,
called Dar-us-Salam, near the famed
Charminar.

Asaduddin inherited a single
Lok Sabha seat, the Hyderabad city
constituency. It is to his credit that
the MIM is today an all-India
name. It now threatens to bite off
some Assembly seats in Bengal.
Owais means “little wolf” in Arabic
and, therefore, he is likely to hunt
voraciously. By a stroke of coinci-
dence, he was fielded against me in
a television channel’s programme.
Our debate was on a communal
controversy. The anchor asked for
his comments first, to which I react-
ed that Owaisi’s views might be
coloured by those prevailing in a
neighbouring country. His counter-
reaction was explosive.

Thus, West Bengal can expect
explosive electioneering. Mamata
Didi too will not let Owaisi go qui-
etly. She must know that for Muslim
voters, there are no insiders or out-
siders. Languages, other than Urdu,
are unimportant. The sacred thread
of Islam binds them all. Muslims are
momins; the others, however neigh-
bourly, are “different”. Hindu argu-
ments do not cut ice with Muslims.
The main fight between Didi and
Janab will be in the eastern districts
of West Bengal.

I imagine that the Hyderabadi
appeal will be: “Come and vote for
me, because I shall do everything for
you. I have no loyalty other than
towards the bandas of Allah the
Merciful, whereas my opposition
has other communities too to cater
to. My party will be exclusively for
you while the opposing kitchen will
have to cook vegetarian as well as
non-vegetarian; ‘niraamish’ as well
as ‘saamish’.”

The result of their secular dual-
ity has been the Tareekh-e-Intekhab,
or the history of elections in India:
Flatter the Muslim, occasionally

frighten him with a riot and then
protect him, going back to flat-
tery. In the eyes of Allah the
Merciful, he may be a momin but
in the view of the vote harvester,
he is a tiger in a circus cage; the
only grouse being that he is too
sparingly fed to attack. Jawaharlal
Nehru once said that he was a
Hindu only by accident; he was
a Muslim by culture and an
Englishman by upbringing. He,
therefore, knew how to make a
Muslim tick. And tick he had to,
for the Congress was dominated
by the Patelites. Nehru had to
build his own support base.
Muslims, traumatised by
Partition, were his first choice.
Reputedly, they voted nearly 90
per cent whereas, in the early
elections, the rest of the voters
polled not more than 45 per cent.
The net result was that one
Muslim voter was worth two
Hindus.

With the passage of time,
things have changed; more
Hindus go to the polling booth
now. Late Syed Shahabuddin
once wrote in a national daily that
for his community, if there were
a choice between development
and identity, it would go for iden-
tity. In Nehru’s days, by electing
him, the Muslim love for identi-
ty won. Although they were
poor, India was a wonderful
country. Lately, Hindu candidates
are winning more because their
community votes more. India
has, therefore, become an “inse-
cure” country.

For all these reasons, the
Muslim clusters, wherever they
be, are in search of new heroes;
the parties of old ones appear to
be folding up. One such super-
hero is Asaduddin, literally the

lion of religion. Didi’s straight
reply would be that Muslims
alone cannot form a
Government; they are too few.
They have to combine with oth-
ers and only then can they win
a majority. Go back to the days
and years of Babu Jagjivan Ram,
who ended up as the Deputy
Prime Minister. Never in his
political career did he publicly
discuss his caste. Had he done so,
he might have got a maximum of

18 per cent votes. Wherefrom
would he have gathered a mini-
mum of another 33 per cent? The
same will be the problem with
Owaisi. Can he form a
Government in West Bengal?
Therefore, why waste your vote
on such a party? As soon as the
election is over, he would pack his
achkan in a suitcase and take a
flight to Hyderabad, bidding
goodbye to the Bengalis and
promising to see them in the next
election. By all means, give him
a bhand/kulhad of tea, but don’t
waste your vote. I have neither an
achkan nor suitcase, nor any
flight to catch. Therefore, vote for
me. It is undeniable that the
ummah has given some votes in
Bihar to Owaisi and elected five
MLAs. It remains to be seen what
these MIM MLAs do in Bengal.

After, say, one or two elec-
tions, in the event of an ascend-
ing path, whether Owaisi and his
party could pose a threat to the
integrity of the country, has to be
seen. After all, we should not for-
get Partition. Soon after August
1947, HS Suhrawardy, former
Premier of undivided Bengal,
wrote to Chaudhry
Khaliquzzaman in UP that the
strategy for the Muslims staying
behind in India should be to
gather in clusters or mega ghet-
tos. Incidentally, Khaliquzzaman
became the president of the
Muslim League in Pakistan after
MA Jinnah passed away. This
advice might imply that if sever-
al clusters gathered together, in
due course, more partitions could
be engineered. The Government
of India should discourage clus-
ter formations from now on.

There is one consolation
that Owaisi hails from a land of

dreamers, like Nizam Mir Osman
Ali. He had Ali Yavar Jung, then
Secretary (Constitutional Affairs),
give the view that the Portuguese
considered Marmagoa to be a
dead-weight and would be will-
ing to sell it at a reasonable price.
The idea of buying Goa was too
attractive to be dissipated by real-
ism. When the World War
ended, the prospects of success
brightened. On Hyderabad’s side,
the prime mover was Sir Mirza
Ismail with Sir Walter Monckton
as a close second.

The parleys in Lisbon had
become known in India. Once
India gained Independence, it
was unlikely to acquiesce for long
to Portugal’s rule over Goa, just
as it rejected Hyderabad’s claim
to independence. Still less would
it permit Hyderabad’s transit
rights over land or air space. If
only Hyderabad had a port like
Marmagoa, it would add enor-
mously to its political and eco-
nomic importance.

The meeting between the
Portuguese and Hyderabad nego-
tiators, on November 1, 1947, was
attended by Portuguese Prime
Minister Salazar, Sir Alexander
Roger and Antonio Bastroff Silva.
In bitter retrospect, the devoted
Hyderabadi writer Zubeida
Yazdani made two points. One
was about Mir Osman Ali Khan’s
“megalomaniac notions” which
caused him “to lose the balance
of his mind”. Her other grievance
was that “the Nizam depended
too strongly on the Muslim
League for the achievement of his
goal”, an independent Muslim
State in the south of India.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — It refers to the editorial
‘Welcome, Tesla’ (January 14).
Indeed, it is a positive move for
the automobile industry in the
country not only from the
Electric Vehicle (EV) and envi-
ronment perspective but also
from the point of view of auto
ancillary and suppliers chain.  

Though it would be too
early to predict Tesla’s future in
India,  if it remains confined to
its research and development
unit in Bengaluru, it may not
serve the purpose we want it to
for the country.    

Needless to mention that
cost is one of the most critical
parameters for Indian buyers and
before launching an India-specif-
ic product, Tesla had better con-
duct a thorough market research
to arrive at an acceptable price
point; otherwise this entire exer-
cise will be futile. India’s commit-
ment to environment is second
to none and Indian buyers will
happily accept green cars. But
even after factoring in the
Government’s tax incentives to
set up an industry here, products
have to be economically viable
for Indian buyers. 

Bal Govind  
Noida
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Sir — It was indeed a welcome
sight to see the excitement and
joy of movie buffs returning to
cinema halls in Kerala after
many months since the theatres
stopped screening movies due to
the pandemic. The crowd real-
ly welcomed, celebrated and
enjoyed Tamil actor Vijay’s

movie ‘Master’ which is the first
to hit the silver screen after sev-
eral months. 

But what gives the real jitters
is the way the crowd behaved at
the theatres. They completely
forgot COVID-related precau-
tions and, at many places, social
distancing went for a toss as fans
arrived in huge numbers and
had all sorts of celebration inside

and outside the cinema halls.
Many persons were not even
wearing masks. We must not for-
get that we are still fighting the
contagion and there is no way to
keep it at bay other than taking
precautions and wearing masks.
The vaccination drive has not yet
started. 

M Pradyu Nagarjuna
Kannur
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Sir — The Union Government
and Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
should take note of the malprac-
tices by banks with respect to
credit card payments .

Banks are levying extraordi-
nary interest rates on credit card
payments. Many banks also don’t
send credit card statements and
any shortfall in payment attracts
heavy penalty. The penalty
imposed for over-the-limit use of
credit cards should not be
allowed. Instead, banks can refuse
payment on reaching the limit. It
is ridiculous that an over-pay-
ment of just �100 may attract a
heavy penalty of �500 plus the
GST. 

The Centre and the RBI
should bring necessary amend-
ments to make uniform rules
with respect to credit cards,
including interest rate and penal-
ties.These malpractices by the
banks will eventually spoil the
image of the Government and
also have an adverse effect on cus-
tomers’ faith in the banking sys-
tem.

Subhash Chandra Agrawal
Delhi
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Jubel D’ Cruz
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The nationwide lockdown necessitated by the
pandemic forced people to work from home.
Schools and colleges, too, shifted to remote and

online functioning. While this protected
children/teenagers from exposure to the
Coronavirus, migration of classrooms to remote
learning environments increased the time they spend
online, both for education and entertainment pur-
poses. Prolonged online presence during the lock-
don exposed minors to unsupervised interaction
with strangers and third parties. Consequently, with-
in a few months of the lockdown in India, the Bois
Locker Room scandal broke out on social media
where a group of teenagers accessed photos of
women and girls from social media pages. The group
posted lewd comments on the photographs on an
Instagram group and issued rape threats to
women/girls who demanded action against them.
Fortunately, Delhi Police and its Cyber Cell took
action against the group under the Penal Code and
Cyber laws. 

Cyberbullying, cyberstalking, online imperson-
ation, catfishing, doxxing, trolling, revenge porn, sex-
ting, grooming and sexual exploitation are some
common forms of online harassment. According to
a study published by Child Rights and You, 9.2 per
cent of 630 adolescents surveyed in Delhi-NCR expe-
rienced cyberbullying and half of them did not report
this to either their teachers, parents or guardians.
Further, it found that children aged 13-18 years, who
use the internet for more than three hours in a day,
are more prone to risks. Online harassment can take
a serious toll on their mental health. The words, pic-
tures, video clips or any form of data stored on the
internet stay forever, haunting the victim. This
spreads fast and cannot be erased or forgotten.  

In October 2020, the Delhi High Court (HC)
while directing Google, YouTube and Facebook to
remove objectionable material posted by a woman’s
former schoolmate without her consent, also
ordered the police to use the protocols and resources
available with the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) and other agencies to identify people shar-
ing/viewing the offensive content in India and take
action against them. The victim said that in 2012,
as a 16-year-old, she was emotionally blackmailed
by the accused into sending him intimate pho-
tographs. He threatened to commit suicide if she did
not comply with his demands. The harassment con-
tinued until 2017 in the UK where the Magistrate
Court held him guilty of stalking and physically
assaulting her. The court passed orders restraining
the accused from contacting the victim by any means
and banned him from entering the city of Bath for
two years. In late 2019, the victim found that the
accused had posted her intimate pictures on vari-
ous social media platforms such as Twitter,
Instagram, YouTube and so on and reported the mat-
ter to the Cyber Crime Cell in Delhi. The cyber police
registered cases against the accused under Sections
67 and 67A of the Information Technology Act. The
victim also sent notices to Google and social media
networks, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and Instagram
urging them to remove her photographs. However,
the URLs/webpages were not removed. The court
acknowledged that the offending images had been
widely distributed and that they were being
uploaded by several people other than the accused.
The court ordered the police to identify the people
sharing the images. 

According to the UNICEF, a child goes online
for the first time in his/her life every half a second.
The digital world provides easier access to child sex
offenders in search of prey/potential victims and also

enable them to share information about
victims with perpetrators of sexual crimes.
Recent surveys reveal that at least one in
four adolescents have seen a morphed
image or video of themselves and, a half
of them have not reported it to the police.

In 2019, Facebook published that it
had removed 11.6 million posts related to
child nudity and sexual exploitation from
its webpages and 7,54,000 from Instagram.
For the first time, Facebook published fig-
ures related to self-harm and suicide
revealing  that it had removed 2.5 million
posts related to suicide and self-harm and
8,45,000 from Instagram. Among the users
of the internet, children are highly likely
to be exposed to violence since they have
fewer opportunities than adults to leave
the house and access help, according to a
report published by the WHO on June 17,
2020. Smaller children are less likely to
understand that they have been subject-
ed to online harassment and know that
they must seek help. The lack of support
networks in schools and the increase in
the time spent online, too, are reasons for
the spike in cyber crimes against children
during the pandemic. 

Laws: The substantive equality
approach adopted by India and expressed
in Article 15(3) of the Constitution
empowers the State to make special pro-
visions for children. Article 39 provides
that the State shall direct its policy
towards securing children and ensure that
they are not abused and their childhood
and youth are protected against exploita-
tion. It further emphasises the need to pro-
vide facilities for them to develop in a
healthy manner and in conditions of free-
dom and dignity. 

The international instrument, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) prescribes a set of
standards to be followed by all parties to
secure the best interests of children.
States are required to undertake all appro-
priate national, bilateral and multilateral

measures to prevent inducement or coer-
cion of a minor to engage in any unlaw-
ful sexual activity, the exploitative use of
children in prostitution or other unlaw-
ful sexual conduct and the exploitative use
of children in pornographic performances
and material. The Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012, is a gender-neutral law that came
into force exclusively to protect children
from sexual assault, harassment and
pornography. The POCSO Act recognis-
es the fact that minors are vulnerable to
repeated abuse and at risk of secondary
victimisation during the justice delivery
process and hence, emphasised on the
need for the establishment of special courts
for them. Sections 13, 14 and 15 of the Act,
particularly address the crime of using a
minor for pornographic purposes and
punishes any person who stores or pos-
sesses pornographic material in any form
involving a child. 

Human rights begin at birth, as
envisaged in Article 1 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, “All human
beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights.” Human and child rights are
inalienable ones, which means that no
State-run entity or the State itself cannot
deprive children of their rights. The 1989
Convention on the Rights of the Child and
the legislations that were promulgated in
the member States have often been mis-
construed as rights of children based on
their needs. But these rights are indepen-
dent in a true sense and recognise children
as independent citizens with a voice. 

Keeping children safe: Child rights
are congruent with the obligations
imposed on the State and caregivers and
their accountability. Schools, parents and
guardians must ensure that the online safe-
ty of children is not compromised and
they don’t befriend strangers online. The
police, who  are responsible for law
enforcement must keep a watch out for
offenders in cyberspaces and must strive
to keep it safe for children. Schools and

caregivers must ensure that safety and
security of children are of paramount
importance. They must train children to
report suspicious accounts. Electronic
devices must be used under the supervi-
sion of a trusted adult, and the privacy set-
tings of the devices must be checked reg-
ularly to keep minors away from online
predators. 

Children must be encouraged to
take screenshots of any content that
makes them feel uneasy and report it to
the parents/authorities to take it down
from the internet. They must be made
aware by their parents/guardians that shar-
ing of personal information such as loca-
tion, phone numbers, date of birth and
addresses must not be done. Children
must be encouraged to seek help in times
of distress. Parents and caregivers must
assure minors that they are not alone and
that the adults in their life are always avail-
able to address their worries and concerns. 

The Ministry of Women and Child
Development has launched a toll-free 24-
hour telephonic helpline service 1098,
which operates in regional languages to
reach out to children in distress across
India. A trained contact officer answers
the calls on the helpline and forwards the
message to a field partner on the ground.
The field partner sends a member to the
rescue of the child within an hour or two
from the time they receive the call and
ensures the safety of the child.

Overexposure to the internet during
the pandemic had resulted in the exten-
sion of child helpline services to children
using the internet to ensure their online
safety and psychological well-being.
Schools and caregivers must take the
responsibility to make children aware
about the toll-free child helpline service.
Counselling facilities, too, must be made
available for children who have been sub-
jected to online harassment and bullying. 

(The writer is Advocate, Supreme
Court of India and Partner, Dua Associates.
The views expressed are personal.)
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In a healthy and vibrant democracy,
people participate politically not
only during but between elections by

means of protests and sit-ins. These
demonstrations usually play a vital
role in influencing public opinion and
altering the Government’s viewpoint,
which eventually has a bearing on pol-
icymaking and its implementation.

India being the largest democracy
is home to a variety of protests that take
place across the nation every now and
then for one reason or the other. The
ongoing farmers’ protest against the
three contentious farm-laws is one
such instance, where lakhs of cultiva-
tors have laid siege at Delhi’s borders for

the last 50 days. Their determination  to
make their voice heard forced the
Government to come to the negotiation
table. 

Besides, the Supreme Court, too,
has stayed the new legislation and has
constituted an expert committee to
comprehensively examine the three
laws. However, the farmers are not sat-
isfied and are adamant on their demand
for the repeal of the laws and a legal
guarantee on the Minimum Support
Price (MSP).

However, amid all the attempts to
reach a viable solution, the environment
and the health of the protesters are suf-
fering collateral damage. Inadequate
sanitation facilities to cater to the needs
of the sea of protesters, are not only
causing a health crisis but also compro-
mising the well-being of the ecosystem.
It is having a cascading impact on the
ambient environment of the region that
suddenly finds itself subjected to mount-
ing piles of garbage and unplanned dis-
posal of sewage.

This rapid deterioration of the
local ecosystem is evident from the fact
that a large number of scavenging

birds can be seen hovering and circling
in the sky in search of food. The flora
and fauna of the region are under
extreme pressure due to the sudden rise
in human population and an increase
in the waste and sewage generated. The
demonstrating farmers have inadver-
tently pushed the ecosystem to its lim-
its and the condition is only deteriorat-
ing day-by-day.

Spurred by the worsening situation
on ground zero, the Jan Swasthya
Abhiyaan (JSA) conducted a study
that revealed that three out of five pro-
testers or nearly 57.7 per cent have no
option except to defecate in the open.
This may eventually result in an out-
break of an epidemic if the authorities
don’t rectify the situation soon. 

In the backdrop of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, the situation at
the protest site is alarming as social dis-
tancing and other protocols are not
being followed. Even the apex court
enquired from the Government regard-
ing the steps that are being taken to pre-
vent the area from becoming a COVID-
19 hotspot. Now, the pathetic sanitary
conditions in the area are adding to the

woes of the farmers and the worries of
the authorities.

The protest sites at Singhu, Tikri,
Shahjahanpur, Palwal and Gazipur are
facing an enormous human and vehic-
ular influx. The air quality is fast dete-
riorating in these areas due to the cumu-
lative effect of vehicular exhaust, smoke
from open kitchens and bonfires lit by
the farmers to protect themselves from
the biting cold. As the deadlock between
the growers and the Government con-
tinues, respite for the environment is
nowhere in sight. The survey also
noted that more than 50 per cent of the
respondents said that sewage water stag-
nation is becoming a major problem.

The plight of the farmers who have
travelled long distances to participate in
the protests is deplorable, to say the least.
According to the farmers, over 60 of
them have died during the protests
including those who have committed
suicide. A few others succumbed to the
cold.

The condition of women at the
protest site is worse. They are actually
forgoing food and water for long
stretches in order to avoid going to the

toilets that are poorly provisioned.
Ironically, such a situation exists in a
democracy where the right to protest is
as sacrosanct as the freedom of speech.  

At a time when our economy is fac-
ing a serious crisis due to the contagion,
the ongoing protest is adding to the
country’s problems. According to the
Associated Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM)
the economies of Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir
are bearing a daily loss of �3,500 crore
due to the demonstrations.

Given that the stakes are so high,
the Government must provide better
facilities to the cultivators and create a
conducive environment on the ground
so that neither the protesters nor the
ecosystem remain at the receiving end.
It should focus not only on resolving the
deadlock but must give equal weightage
to finding solutions to some of the press-
ing sanitation and environment-relat-
ed issues at the protest sites.  

First and foremost, effective, clean
and adequate toilet facilities must be
provided to the farmers at these loca-
tions. However, the Government should

bear in mind that the toilets provided
or installed for the farmers should not
have a poster or picture of any politi-
cal party or a particular leader. For
instance, the toilets supplied by the a
particular party were left unused by the
farmers as they bore its advertisement.
This annoyed the already miffed farm-
ers further as they have been trying to
keep all politicians out of their protest.
The objective of the Government
should be to keep the environment clean
and not to promote a party or a leader.

Similarly, garbage collection must
be stepped up and the huge amounts of
stagnant sewage water must be cleared
with immediate effect before it starts
polluting the groundwater. 

The protesters themselves can take
the lead and help the Government in
cleaning up the protest sites and curtail-
ing the damage to the environment. At
the end of the day, the farmers are a sim-
ple and hardworking community that
is close to nature. Their dedication to
the environment is second to none.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist. The views expressed are 

personal.)
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Washington: Terming last
week's violence at the  US
Capitol a planned criminal act,
President-elect Joe Biden has
expressed hope that the Senate
will be able to conduct the
impeachment  trial of Donald
Trump while working on other
critical issues after  a House of
Representatives vote made him
the first American president
ever to be impeached twice.

The House voted 232 to
197 on Wednesday to impeach
Trump.

Ten Republican lawmakers
joined the Democrats to
impeach Trump for  "incite-
ment of insurrection" exactly
one week after rioters stormed
the US Capitol as the House
certified Biden's election vic-
tory, making  him the first
American president to be
impeached twice.

Trump was impeached the
first time in December 2019 for
abuse of  power and obstruc-
tion of Congress for his attempt
to pressure Ukraine to investi-
gate Biden's family.

Biden, a Democrat, alleged

on Wednesday that the violence
was carried  out by political
extremists and domestic ter-
rorists, who were incited by
Trump.

“This criminal attack was
planned and coordinated. It
was carried  out by political
extremists and domestic ter-
rorists, who were incited  to this
violence by President Trump. It
was an armed insurrection
against the United States of
America. And those responsible
must  be held accountable,”
Biden said in a statement after
the House of  Representatives
impeached Trump, a
Republican.

The violence on January 6
temporarily halted the counting
of Electoral  College votes to cer-
tify Biden's win in the November
3 election and  resulted in the
deaths of five individuals, includ-
ing a police officer.

“Last week, we saw an
unprecedented assault on our
democracy. It  was unlike any-
thing we have witnessed in the
244-year history of  our nation,”
he said.  

Windows and doors were
destroyed. Offices ransacked.
A Capitol Hill  police officer was
murdered. Another lost his life
a few days later.  Four other peo-
ple died in the senseless mayhem
of that day, said  the next
American president.

Biden said that the mem-
bers of the House of
Representatives exercised  the
power granted to them under
the US Constitution and voted
to  impeach and hold the pres-
ident accountable.

"It was a bipartisan vote
cast by members who followed
the Constitution  and their con-
science. The process continues
to the Senate," he said.

“This nation also remains
in the grip of a deadly virus and
a reeling  economy. I hope that
the Senate leadership will find
a way to deal  with their
Constitutional responsibilities
on impeachment while also
working on the other urgent
business of this nation,” Biden
said.

“From confirmations to
key posts such as Secretaries for

Homeland  Security, State,
Defense, Treasury, and Director
of National Intelligence,  to get-
ting our vaccine program on
track, and to getting our econ-
omy  going again. Too many of
our fellow Americans have suf-
fered for too  long over the past
year to delay this urgent work,”
he said.

“I have often said that
there is nothing we can't do, if
we do it  together. And it has
never been more critical for us
to stand together  as a nation
than right now. So we must
remember who we are as
Americans  and what we stand
for and believe. It's time for us
to be what at  our best we have
always been,” Biden said.

Vice President-elect
Kamala Harris said the storm-
ing of the Capitol  Hill by sup-
porters Trump last week
marked an inflection point for
America. 

“Last week, of course,
marked an inflection point for
our country.  I was horrified. As
I know you all were by the
attack on our Capitol,  on our

nation's Capital,” Harris said at
a virtual finance event  for the
Presidential Inaugural
Committee. Harris said the
President-elect Biden called it
an attack on democracy.

“It was an attack on the rule
of law itself. And one of the
lessons  I hope that all of us take
away from it is that our democ-
racy is  only as strong as our
willingness to fight for it, our
ideals are  only as strong as our
willingness to make them real,”
she said hours  after Trump's
impeachment.

"At that time, that meant
certifying the results of this
election,  and to send a mes-
sage, strong and clear that we
will not be deterred,  that our
democracy will not be derailed.
My hope is that the bipartisan
spirit, the patriotic spirit that
prevailed that night, will mark
the beginning of a new era for
our country,” Harris said.

She said that the American
people had been through dif-
ficult moments  like wars,
depressions and great
upheavals before. PTI
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Potential threats and leads
are pouring  in to law

enforcement agencies nation-
wide after the insurrection  at
the US Capitol. The challenge
is now figuring out what's real
and what's just noise.

Investigators are combing
through a mountain of online
posts,  street surveillance and
other intelligence, including
information  that suggests
mobs could try to storm the
Capitol again and threats to kill
some members of
Congress.

Security is being tight-
ened from coast to coast.
Thousands of National Guard
troops are guarding the Capitol
ahead of President-elect Joe
Biden's inauguration. 
Governors and lawmakers are
stepping up protections at
statehouses after an FBI bul-
letin this week warned of

threats to legislative sessions
and other inaugural cere-
monies.

A primary concern is the
safety of members of Congress,
particularly when they are
travelling through airports,
according to two U.S. Officials
briefed on the matter.

The FBI and other federal
authorities use their substan-
tial resources to prepare. But
smaller local police depart-
ments lack the staff to hunt
down every tip. 

They must rely heavily on
state and federal assessments to
inform their work, and that
information sometimes slips
through the cracks — which
apparently happened last
week.

A day before the deadly
attack on the Capitol, the FBI
sent an intelligence bulletin
warning of potential violence
to other agencies, including the
Capitol Police. 

But officials either did not
receive it or ignored it — and
instead prepared for a free-
speech protest, not a riot. It
took nearly two hours for rein-
forcements to arrive to help
disperse the mob. Five people
died, including a Capitol offi-
cer.

“There are some grammar
schools that are better pro-
tected than the Capitol,” said
Brian Higgins, a professor at
the John Jay College of
Criminal Justice in New York
and the former chief of a
northern New Jersey police
force.

Since last week, the FBI has
opened 170 case files and
received more than 100,000
pieces of digital media. The
threats have ranged  in speci-
ficity and complexity, accord-
ing to officials briefed on
them, making it difficult for
authorities to determine which
could be credible.
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Berlin: The United Nations' atomic watchdog
agency confirmed on Thursday that Iran has
informed it that the country has begun installing
equipment for the production of uranium metal,
which would be another violation of the land-
mark nuclear deal with world powers.

Iran maintains its plans to conduct research
and development on uranium metal production
are part of its “declared aim to design an
improved type of fuel,” the Vienna-based
International Atomic Energy Agency said.

Uranium metal can also be used for a
nuclear bomb, however, and research on its pro-
duction is specifically prohibited in the so-called
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action signed with
world powers in 2015.

The ultimate goal of the deal is to prevent
Iran from developing a nuclear bomb, some-
thing Iran insists it does not want to do. Iran
now has enough enriched uranium to make a
bomb, but nowhere near the amount it had
before the nuclear deal was signed.

IAEA inspectors visited the Isfahan plant
where Iran has said it plans to conduct the
research on Jan. 10, and officials were informed
by Tehran on Jan. 13 that “modification and
installation of the relevant equipment for the
mentioned R&D activities have been already
started," the agency said.

Iran's ambassador to the IAEA, Kazem
Gharibabadi, repeated that in a tweet on
Wednesday, adding that “natural uranium will
be used to produce uranium metal in the first
stage.”

He told Iran's official news agency IRNA
that the move will elevate Iran to the level of
“progressive nations in production of new fuels.”
It was the latest in a string of violations of the
JCPOA that Iran has undertaken since President
Donald Trump pulled the United States uni-
laterally out of the deal in 2018, saying it need-
ed to be re-negotiated.

Tehran has been using the violations to put
pressure on the other signatories — Britain,
France, Germany, China and Russia — to pro-
vide more incentives to Iran to offset crippling
American sanctions reimposed after the U.S.
Exited the deal.

President-elect Joe Biden, who was vice
president when the JCPOA was negotiated, has
said he hopes to return the U.S. To the deal.
Britain, France and Germany said last week,
however, that Iran “risks compromising”
chances of diplomacy with Washington after
Tehran announced another violation — that it
was starting to enrich uranium to 20 per cent
purity, a technical step away from weapons-
grade levels of 90 per cent. AP

Beijing/Wuhan: Thirteen inter-
national experts of the WHO
arrived in Wuhan on Thursday
for the long-awaited probe into
the origins of the deadly coron-
avirus pandemic, while two oth-
ers did not board the flight from
Singapore to the central Chinese
city after they tested positive for
COVID-19 antibodies.

“The international team of
13 scientists examining the ori-
gins of the virus that causes
#COVID19 arrived in Wuhan,
#China, today. The experts will
begin their work immediately
during the 2 weeks quarantine
protocol for international trav-
ellers,” the World Health
Organisation said in a tweet.

“Two scientists are still in
#Singapore completing tests for
#COVID19. All team members
had multiple negative PCR and
antibody tests for COVID-19 in
their home countries prior to
travelling”, it said.

“They were tested again in
#Singapore and were all negative

for PCR. But two members test-
ed positive for IgM antibodies.
They are being retested for both
IgM and IgG antibodies”, the
WHO said.

The two experts failed to
clear the screening procedures
and were blocked from travelling
to China, the Wall Street Journal
reported. “Chinese officials
involved in the screening process
blocked the two delegation
members from boarding their
plane to the central Chinese
city of Wuhan after both tested
positive for COVID-19 anti-
bodies in blood-based serology
tests during transit in Singapore”
the report said.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Zhao Lijian
defended the denial of permis-
sion to the two scientists saying
that “relevant epidemic and con-
trol requirements and regula-
tions will be strictly enforced”.

“We will also support and
offer convenience to WHO
experts' travel to China,” he told

a media briefing replying to a
question about the denial of
permission to the two scientists
and referred the media to com-
petent authorities for details.

China requires passengers
flying from Singapore to take a
nucleic acid test and an IgM anti-
body test up to two days before
boarding China-bound 
flights.

The 13 WHO experts would
go through a 14-day quarantine.
They are set to interview people
from research institutes, hospi-
tals and the seafood market
linked to the initial outbreak.  

The WHO team includes
virus and other experts from the
US, Australia, Germany, Japan,
Britain, Russia, the Netherlands,
Qatar and Vietnam. The United
States and Australia have led the
charge in criticising China's han-
dling of the initial stages of the
pandemic, accusing Beijing of
downplaying its severity and
preventing an effective response
until too late. PTI

Hong Kong: Hong Kong police on
Thursday said they arrested 11 peo-
ple on suspicion of assisting offend-
ers who are believed to be the 12
Hong Kong activists detained at sea
by mainland Chinese authorities
while attempting to flee the city last
year. 

District councilor and lawyer
Daniel Wong Kwok-tung posted on
his  Facebook page early Thursday
that national security officers had
arrived at his home. He was later
taken to his office, where police  con-
ducted a search.

Wong, a member of the
Democratic Party, is known for pro-
viding legal  assistance to hundreds
of activists arrested during antigov-
ernment  protests in 2019. 

The fresh wave of arrests comes
a week after 55 activists were appre-
hended in the largest move against
Hong Kongs democracy movement
since Beijing imposed a new nation-
al security law last June to quell dis-
sent in the semi-autonomous
Chinese territory.

The clampdown has intensified
concerns that Beijing is asserting
more control over the city and break-
ing its promise of Hong Kong main-
taining separate civil rights and
political systems for 50 years from the
handover from Britain control in
1997.

Police said in an emailed state-
ment that those arrested Thursday
were eight men and three women
aged 18 to 72. The identities of those

arrested were not revealed.
Local media reports said those

arrested are suspected of helping the
12 Hong Kong activists who were
detained at sea by mainland Chinese
authorities while attempting to sail to
Taiwan last August.

Some of the fugitives were
wanted in Hong Kong for offenses
related to the 2019 protests.

Last month, 10 of the activists
detained at sea were sentenced to
prison in Shenzhen for illegally
crossing the border, with sentences
ranging between seven months to
three years.  The two other detainees,
who are minors, were handed over
to Hong Kong and could face further
charges in the city for absconding,
authorities said. AP

Moscow: Europe's top human rights
court agreed on Thursday to look into
Ukraine's complaint against alleged
human rights violations in the Russia-
annexed Crimean Peninsula.

The Strasbourg-based European
Court of Human Rights, or ECHR, con-
cluded that Ukraine's case against Russia
is backed by sufficient evidence and
decided to start looking into the case. It
wasn't clear when the court would
deliver a verdict. Ukraine has argued in
its complaint that Russia was responsi-
ble for a variety of human rights viola-
tions in the Black Sea peninsula. Russia's
2014 annexation of Crimea hasn't been

recognized by a vast majority of nations
and drew U.S. And EU sanctions against
Moscow. International human rights
groups long have pointed at numerous
rights abuses in Crimea, including
restrictions of freedom of expression and
peaceful assembly and harassment of
pro-Ukraine activists and members of
the Crimean Tatar community.

Moscow has charged that it rightfully
took over Crimea after an overwhelm-
ing majority of local residents voted to
secede from Ukraine and join Russia in
a referendum. It has continuously reject-
ed accusations of human rights violations
in the region. AP

Wilmington (US): A coron-
avirus action plan being
unveiled by President-elect Joe
Biden centers on a mass vacci-
nation campaign and closer
coordination among all levels
of government.

The Biden plan comes as a
divided nation remains caught
in the grip of the pandemic's
most dangerous wave yet. So
far, more than 380,000
Americans have died.

Biden hopes his multidi-
mensional strategy, expected to
be detailed in a Thursday
evening speech, will put the
country on the path to recov-

ery by the end of his first 100
days. “It's going to be hard,”
Biden said Monday after he got
his second vaccine shot. 

“It's not going to be easy.
But we can get it done.” A more
disciplined focus on vaccina-
tion is the new and widely
anticipated game-changing ele-
ment, but that's far from the
whole story. 

Biden is asking Americans
to override their sense of pan-
demic fatigue and recommit to
wearing masks, practicing
social distancing, and avoiding
indoor gatherings, particular-
ly larger ones.  AP

Jakarta: An aerial search for vic-
tims and wreckage from a
crashed Indonesian plane
expanded on Thursday as divers
continued combing the debris-
littered seabed looking for the
cockpit voice recorder from the
lost Sriwijaya Air jet.

The Boeing 737-500 dis-
appeared Saturday minutes after
taking off from Jakarta with 62
people aboard. The other black
box containing flight data was
recovered Tuesday, and search
personnel have also recovered
plane parts and human remains
from the Java Sea.

The aerial search is being
expanded to coastal areas of the
Thousand Island chain “because
plane debris and victims may be
carried away by sea currents,”
said Rasman, search and rescue
mission coordinator for the
National Search and Rescue
Agency, who uses one name.

Navy officials have said the
two black boxes were buried in
seabed mud under tons of
wreckage between Lancang and
Laki islands in the Thousand
Island chain north of Jakarta. At
least 268 divers were deployed
on Thursday, almost double
the previous figure. 

Rescuers increased to 4,100
personnel, supported by 13
helicopters, 55 ships and 18 raft
boats.

So far, searchers have sent
141 body bags containing
human remains to police iden-
tification experts. Families have
been providing DNA samples to
the disaster victim identification
unit, which on Wednesday said
it has identified six victims,
including a flight attendant and
an off-duty pilot.

The 29-year-old flight atten-
dant, Okky Bisma, was buried
on Thursday. Relatives
and friends carried his coffin to
the cemetery in eastern Jakarta,
followed by dozens of people,
most wearing masks and main-
taining social distancing because
of the pandemic.

The airline said both pilots
flying the plane were experi-
enced and had good safety
records.

Capt. Afwan, who uses one
name, began his career as an air
force Hercules pilot and had
several decades of flying expe-
rience. He was known as a
devout Muslim and preacher.
The co-pilot, Diego Mamahit,
was equally qualified.

Nurcahyo Utomo, an inves-
tigator with Indonesias National
Transportation Safety
Committee, said the crew did
not declare an emergency or
report any technical problems
before the plane nosedived into
the sea.  AP

Dhaka: A fire raced through a
sprawling Rohingya refugee
camp in southern Bangladesh
on Thursday, destroying hun-
dreds of homes, officials said.
No casualties were reported.

The UNHCR said more
than 550 homes sheltering
about 3,500 people as well as
150 shops were either totally or
partially destroyed in the
fire.

The fire broke out early
Thursday in Nayapara Camp in
Cox's Bazar district, where
more than 1 million Rohingya
refugees from Myanmar are
staying. Nayapara is an old
camp that was started decades
ago.

Mohammed Shamsud
Douza, a senior refugee official,
said firefighters took two hours
to bring the blaze under con-
trol.No serious injuries were
reported, and the cause of the
fire was not immediately
known.

A video showed many
refugees searching through
charred corrugated iron sheets
for valuables.“This is another
devastating blow for the
Rohingya people who have
endured unspeakable hardship
for years,” Save the Children's
country director in Bangladesh,
Onno van Manen, said in a
statement. AP

Peshawar: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provincial government
in Pakistan has dismissed 12 police officials following an enquiry
report that found them guilty of "negligence" in protecting a
Hindu temple in the province, which was torched by a mob
led by members of a radical Islamist party.

The government also forfeited one-year service of 33 police
officials in connection with the incident.

The temple in Terri village in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Karak
district was attacked on December 30 by the mob after
members of the Hindu community received permission from
local authorities to renovate its decades-old building. The mob
demolished the newly constructed work alongside the old struc-
ture. Deputy Inspector General of Police, Kohat Region, Tayyab
Hafeez Cheema had appointed Superintendent of Police
(Investigation Wing) Zahir Shah as enquiry officer to probe
the incident and submit its report within a week's time.

Shah conducted the probe against 73 police officials and
recommended to dismiss 12 of them from service on charges
of negligence and irresponsibility in the discharge of their offi-
cial duties.

“Keeping in view of the available record and facts on file,
perusal of enquiry papers and the recommendations of the
Enquiry Officers, they are found guilty of the charges. They
show cowardice, negligence, and irresponsibility in the discharge
of their official obligations. 

They failed to protect the Hindu Temple which caused dis-
repute for  the Police department in the eyes of the general pub-
lic," the report said. PTI
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Mumbai: Power Finance
Corporation Limited, is one of
the leading financial institu-
tions in India, focused on the
power sector will open its Rs
5,000 crores public issue of
secured, redeemable Non-
Convertible Debentures on
January 15, 2021. The base
Issue size is Rs. 500 crores with
an option to retain oversub-
scription of up to Rs. 4,500
crores aggregating up to 5,000
crores which is within the shelf
limit of Rs 10,000 crores. The
NCDs are of face value of Rs
1,000 each. The Tranche I Issue

is scheduled to close on January
29, 2021 with an option of early
closure or extension as decid-
ed by PFC’s Board of Directors
or a duly constituted commit-
tee thereof@. 

The Tranche I Issue offers
options for tenures of 3, 5, 10
and 15 years. The 3-year tenure
NCD in Series I will offer a
fixed coupon rate of 4.65% p.a
to 4.80% p.a., while the 5 year
tenure NCD in Series II will
offer fixed coupon rate of
5.65% p.a. to 5.80% p.a.
depending on the category of
investors. 

 ��	� 12-	�2+/3

Tesla CEO Elon Musk has
confirmed the company’s

plans to enter the Indian mar-
ket, within days of the electric
vehicle maker registering its
arm in the country.

“As promised,” Musk tweet-
ed in response to a thread
linked to a blog that analysed
how India could still be a mar-
ket to be developed for Tesla
cars despite its high prices.

Earlier this week, it
emerged that US electric car
maker Tesla has registered its
Indian arm amid indications
that the company is set to
enter the country’s automobile
market.

According to a regulatory
filing, the firm has registered
Tesla India Motors and Energy
Pvt Ltd with Registrar of
Companies (RoC) Bangalore.

The company has been
registered as an unlisted private
entity with a paid-up capital of
Rs 1 lakh.

 ��	� 12-	�2+/3

Coal supply by state-run
CIL to the power sector

declined  by 5.3 per cent to
318.04 million tonnes (MT) in
the April-December period of
the  ongoing fiscal.

The state-owned compa-
ny had supplied 335.92 MT of
coal to the power sector in the
corresponding period of the
previous fiscal, according to
official data. In December
2020, the fuel supply by Coal
India (CIL) dropped to 40.25
MT  against 43.04 MT in the
same month last fiscal year.
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Equity benchmark Sensex
resumed its record-setting

streak on Thursday after a
day’s pause as gains in index
major TCS offset profit-book-
ing in the IT pack following
strong results by Infosys and
Wipro.  A broad upmove in
global equities and a recover-
ing rupee further propped up
the bourses, traders said. 

Recovering from a shaky
start, the 30-share BSE Sensex
gained momentum during the
day to end at its new lifetime
high of 49,584.16, up 91.84
points or 0.19 per cent.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty rose 30.75 points or 0.21
per cent to finish at a record
14,595.60.

TCS topped the Sensex
gainer’s chart, spurting 2.89 per
cent, followed by IndusInd
Bank, L&T, ITC, Reliance
Industries, HUL and Sun
Pharma.

On the other hand, HCL
Tech, Axis Bank, Asian Paints,
UltraTech Cement, Infosys and
Tech Mahindra were among
the laggards, declining up to

2.63 per cent.  Infosys on
Wednesday posted a 16.6 per
cent rise in consolidated net
profit at Rs 5,197 crore for the
December 2020 quarter, and
increased its revenue growth
guidance for FY21 to 4.5-5 per
cent on the back of large pro-
ject wins and strong deal
pipeline.   Wipro posted an
about 21 per cent jump in con-
solidated net profit at Rs 2,968
crore for the December 2020
quarter, and said the demand
environment is improving
steadily.Domestic equities wit-
nessed a brisk recovery from
the day’s low mainly led by a
rebound in FMCG and pharma
stocks, said Binod Modi, Head-
Strategy at Reliance Securities.

IT index has been the
most surprising as profit-book-
ing was visible in many IT
stocks despite strong Q3 num-
bers and upbeat guidance
shared by the managements, he
added. “We believe underlying
strength of the market remains
intact and any correction in the
market is likely to be bought
out. Sustained recovery in key
economic data for Dec’20, bet-
ter-than-expected 3Q .
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Saturday

interact with startups and
address a global summit being
organised by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
according to the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO).

The Prarambh: Startup
India International Summit is
being organised by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade of
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry on January 15-16.

Prime Minister Modi will
interact with startups and
address the summit on January
16 at 5 PM via video confer-
encing, the PMO said in a state-
ment.

The two-day summit is
being organised as a follow-up
of the announcement made by
the prime minister at the fourth
BIMSTEC Summit held in
Kathmandu in August 2018
wherein India committed to
host the BIMSTEC Startup
Conclave.

The summit marks the
fifth anniversary of the Startup
India initiative, launched by the
prime minister on January 16,
2016. 

With participation from
over 25 countries and more
than 200 global speakers, the
summit will be the largest
startup confluence organised
by the Government of India
since the launch of the Startup
India initiative, the PMO said. 

It will witness 24 sessions
with focus on enhancing mul-
tilateral cooperation and
engagement with countries
from around the globe to col-
lectively develop and strength-
en the startup ecosystems, it
said. 
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Automobile exports from
India declined 18.87 per

cent in 2020, a year marked by
coronavirus pandemic induced
disruptions across the globe,
according to the latest figures

by Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM), Overseas shipments of
vehicles in the January-
December period last year
stood at 38,65,138 units as
against 47,63,960 units in the
same period in 2019, SIAM

said.One of the main reasons
for the drop in automobile
exports was the dip in ship-
ments of passenger vehicles,
which were down 39.38 per
cent last year at 4,28,098 units
as compared to 7,06,159 units
in 2019.
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The wholesale price-based
inflation moderated to 1.22

per cent in December as prices
of kitchen staples onion and
potato eased, as per a govern-
ment data released on
Thursday.

The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) inflation was 1.55 per
cent in November 2020, and
2.76 per cent in December
2019.

“The rate of inflation
based on WPI Food Index
decreased from 4.27 per cent in
November 2020, to 0.92 per
cent in December 2020,” as per
the data released by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade.

The rate of price rise on
wholesale basis in the vegeta-
bles basket declined to (-) 13.2
per cent in December, as
against 12.24 per cent inflation
in the preceding month.

The data showed onion
prices contracted by 54.69 per

cent in December, as against a
decline of 7.58 per cent in
November. The inflation in
potato eased to 37.75 per cent
in December from 115.12 per
cent in November.According to
the data, rate of inflation in
cereals, paddy, wheat and puls-
es, also eased in December over
the previous month. The
wholesale prices of fruits were
however higher in December
compared to November. While
inflation in food prices eased,
the rate of price rise in manu-
factured goods rose to 4.24 per
cent in December. It was 2.97
per cent in November.
Manufactured products,
include food products, bever-
ages, textiles, chemicals, phar-
maceuticals and cement.

The WPI-based inflation in
fuel and power segment too
increased marginally during
the month under review.

It is to be noted that retail
inflation too had dropped
sharply to 4.59 per cent in
December, mainly due to

declining food prices.
Commenting on the data,

Aditi Nayar, Principal
Economist, ICRA Limited said
WPI inflation recorded a pull-
back in December 2020, driven
by a disinflation in primary
food items and lower inflation
for primary non-food articles,
even as core inflation spiked to
a 24-month high of 4.2 per
cent, injecting concern regard-
ing the trajectory of the WPI
going forward. “The sharp 1.5
per cent rise in the core-index
in month-on-month terms,
partly reflects higher com-
modity and metal prices, as
well as a rise in pricing power,
in line with the revival in glob-
al demand with the COVID-19
vaccines roll out,” she said.
The surge in the core-WPI
inflation has completely doused
any lingering hope that the dip
in the December 2020, CPI
inflation would be adequate for
rate easing to recommence in
the upcoming policy review,
she added.
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The Trump administration
has announced a final rule

that will significantly raise the
minimum wages the employers
in the US must pay to foreign
workers on visa programmes
like the H-1B as part of the
efforts to protect American
workers from being undercut
by cheaper labour from abroad.

Days before the exit of the
administration of President
Donald Trump, the US
Department of Labor said that
the final rule would help pro-
tect the wages and job oppor-
tunities of American workers
by reforming the wage method-

ology it uses to set prevailing
wage rates to prevent potential
abuses of its Permanent
Employment Certification, H-
1B, H-1B1 and E-3 Visa foreign
worker programmes. The H-1B
visa is a non-immigrant visa
that allows US companies to
employ foreign workers in spe-
ciality occupations that require
theoretical or technical exper-
tise.The technology compa-
nies depend on it to hire tens
of thousands of employees
each year from countries like
India and China.The final rule
will improve the accuracy of
prevailing wages paid to foreign
workers by bringing them in
line.
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Amid restricted new supply
in 2020, unsold housing

inventory in Noida and Greater
Noida in Uttar Pradesh
reduced by 12 per cent in the
year, a report by Anarock
Property Consultants said.

The unsold inventory
declined from 64,010 units as
at 2019-end to nearly 56,620
units at 2020-end.

In contrast, Gurugram saw
its unsold stock increase by 7
per cent in the same period to
around 61,880 units at 2020-
end.

From a new launch per-
spective, the whole of National
Capital Region saw launch of
around 18,540 units in 2020, of
which Noida and Greater
Noida accounted for a mere 15
per cent share, or around 2,800
units.

While Gurugram saw sup-
ply of nearly 11,180 new units
during the year, denoting a sig-
nificant 60 per cent overall
share.

Faridabad saw launch of
more new housing units in the
year -- around 3,050 units --
compared with both Noida
and Greater Noida.
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The rupee gained for the
third straight day and

closed 11 paise higher at 73.04
against the US dollar on 

Thursday, supported by
sustained foreign fund inflows
and weak American currency.
At the interbank forex market,
the rupee opened at 73.18
and hit an intra-day high of
72.97 and a low of 73.18. It
finally finished at 73.04, high-
er by 11 paise over its last
close. 

Over the last three days,
the rupee has added 36 paise
in its valuation against the
American currency.”Rupee
caught another bid by logging
its third green finish in last
four days moving closer to
monthly highs. 
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In the year 2020, the world has
seen people shifting from
offline to online for many life

requirements. The year somewhat
became the watershed moment
for various digital platforms like
Video OTT, Edutech, Pharma,
Fintech etc., which saw an unex-
pected surge in numbers. As a
country, we are brilliant at adapt-
ing to change, look at how we
embraced fintech & edu-tech
both so important for our sur-
vival. The adaptation which was
slowly happening in 2019 got
expedited due to the spread of
pandemic and the followed lock-
down.

The most significant need for
the bottom of our social pyramid
has always been ‘roti, kapda aur
makaan’ or succinctly put, educa-
tion (read knowledge) and finan-
cial stability, even more so when
pandemic was reaping havoc.

Today, learning is the fastest-
changing landscape with a virtu-
al race among various organisa-
tions to deliver knowledge and
up-skilling content through latest
and complex technologies.
However, this approach may only
work well for the metros of India
with upwardly mobile TG. If we
consider the TG living in tier two,
three and four towns and villages,
the requirement might be very
different. Bharat makes up the
most significant part of Indian
digital users accessing the inter-
net on mobile devices. The real
issue is not the availability of
high-quality content and imple-
mentation of complex/fancy tech
to deliver it to TG but the ease
with which the TG can consume
the content on devices. To sum-
marise, the key challenges would
be :

�Increased screen time on
low-end devices with battery
challenges.

�Patchy internet to be able to
watch videos seamlessly.

�Not truly vernacular.
�Cost of content and hence

the high subscription.

����	�(	���	���	
What is more relevant and

need to be made available to
young India is a platform/medi-
um which will make it sponta-
neous for people to access decent
quality content (even if it is non-
exclusive) effortlessly with min-
imal tech and underlying infra-
structural requirements. It is only
then, we will be able to see the
next billion users using digital
learning platforms to learn and
get empowered to achieve their
learning goals.
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Audio is the only way to pro-

vide all of the above without com-
promising the quality of learning
except for a few specific subjects
requiring live/visual session for
better understanding. Audio will
democratise the learning ecosys-
tem from every aspect. It will
allow the masses to acquire
knowledge and learn the subjects
of their interest without paying
beyond their financial capacities

or compulsive buying of high-end
devices/data packs.
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Looking at the global trend
from the biggest audio markets —
US and China, audio will take
over as most preferred media by
masses across India.

For instance, in the US,
Spotify has spent $400mn to
acquire Gimlet, Anchor and
Parcast to acquire podcasting
capabilities. Apple acquired Scout
FM in Sep 2020. Simultaneously,
in China audio platforms like
Ximalaya FM, Lizhi FM (US
IPO), DeDao is serving more
than 500mn users. De Dao,
another Chinese audio content
platform, contracts high-profile
experts to record podcasts teach-
ing topics in their field. Listeners
navigate a marketplace of audio
courses and subscribe to the ones
they believe will get them (or their
children) an “edge” There are var-

ious courses like workplace com-
munication, investing, accent
reduction, Chinese history and
many more.

Last year the company had
served seven million customers,
and none of the content was free.
Audio courses drive more than 50

per cent revenue for Ximalaya
FM and QingTingFM.

Screen-based learning com-
petes with distractions like

Facebook and Netflix for users’
attention. By making audio their
primary learning consumption
mode, people can fit courses into
busy lives and easily allow for a
habit.
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India is the youngest country
with 850mn people below the age
of 35 years. For this young pop-
ulation, the most significant need
is education and financial secu-
rity. To get better economic
opportunities, people need to
up-skill, but being engaged in the
daily job they have limited time
to learn and up-skill themselves.

For example, Uber driver or
Swiggy delivery person work
eight to 10 hours a day and have
no time to learn and upgrade
themselves. While their hands
and eyes are engaged, they can
leverage their ears to boost their
skills by converting their non-
learning time into learning time.

Audio has its merit over
other mediums without imbibing
the negatives of respective medi-
ums like video and print. It pro-
vides various benefits to the user,
some important ones are as fol-
lows:

�Reduces screen time with-
out reducing learning.

�Passive listening provides
for more extended content con-
sumption throughout the day.

�Creation and consumption
of content are both much easier
in audio format.

�Minimal hardware and con-
nectivity required.
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Reduction in screen time:
Students would not sit in front of
screen for long hours to gain
knowledge. Parents & teachers
both have been concerned with
excess screen time for their kids.

Easy access to knowledge in
local languages: Users across
India will be able to get easy
access to the best of educators,
that too in their local language.

Offline to online classes:
Local and small-time educators
will reach millions and teach
them in their local language.
Thanks to the ease of content cre-
ation with audio.

Up-skill with one click:
Small courses targeted to unlock-
ing better financial opportunity
will become a trend.

User convenience and ease:
People will not migrate to larger
cities to gain or share knowledge,
creation of content and con-
sumption as both are much eas-
ier in audio format.

We shall soon see audio tak-
ing over traditional and video
learning and will have a much
larger mass appeal and usage to
educate young India users this
year.

(The writer Pulkit Sharma is
CEO & Co-founder of Khabri.)

This is not about our
adventures in and

around Bhopal visiting
some tremendous histori-
cal sites at the heart of
India and then discovering
that Madhya Pradesh’s cap-
ital has some of India’s
finest museums and collec-
tions of artifacts. But this is
about the car we took
there, the third-generation
Hyundai i20 and a sort-of
re-evaluation of the car. I
owned a first-generation
i20 and it was a superb
drive but it was never asked
to do what we made this
little car do, driving close
to 2,000 kilometres over six
days, a total of nearly 36
hours of drive time. 

Usually, a little hatch-
back like the i20 is not the
ideal car for a long road
trip, with luggage and for
those like us trying to doc-
ument the journey. Not
only did the car surprise
me with its spaciousness, it
was more impressive in
the way it tackled the
roads. Now, the roads,
both, those run by the
National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
and the state government

in Madhya Pradesh are
excellent but during one of
our days exploring histor-
ical sites near Bhopal, a
local friend advised us to
see Gayaspur and Satdhari,
the former an ancient tem-
ple carved into a hill and
the latter a collection of
ancient Buddhist Stupas.
The problem is that the sun
was setting and to get from
point A to B in short order
didn’t mean just driving
quickly, (we also visited
Heliodorus’ Pillar inside
the town to Vidisha) but
also depending on Google
Maps. 

Now, I love Google
Maps and I sometimes
wonder how on earth we
managed before Brin and
Page did their thing. That
said, on this particular day
and possibly for one of the
first times, it was asked to
plot a route between these
three sites. And it did so
not with any aplomb. It
plotted a route through
the narrowest alleys of
Vidisha, which despite
being the Chief Minister’s
constituency, has some
really narrow passages
inside town and like else-

where in small towns of
India nobody follows any
rules. And to make matters
worse after Vidisha, for a
long time we were on a love
road constructed under
the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana, which sud-
denly ended. One minute
tarmac, next minute a path
which wasn’t really a road
but where tractors went. It
was barely in between the
fields, in fact, the mustard
and rice crops on either
side of this path often had
the odd group of plants
growing between the ruts.
And it was rutted and wet.
It was not a path that you
would want to take a small
SUV-shaped vehicle let
alone a hatchback. But
somehow, this i20 with its
dual-clutch gearbox, an
automatic gearbox isn’t the
ideal way to go through
such paths, but it made it,
and not once did I hear the
heartbreaking ‘clank’ of the

car bottoming out. Again,
there was never a struggle
for grip in muddy and rut-
ted roads, other than
maybe once or twice but
within a second or two, the
traction control kicked in
and the car effortlessly lift-
ed itself out.

I believe that 99.9 per-
cent of the i20’s in this gen-
eration that will be sold in
India over the next four-
five years will never be able
to do what this particular
car has seen and done in
the past week. And it did
these in the crowded roads
of Vidisha, the narrow
lanes of the old city in
Bhopal, the broad boule-
vards of the new city, the
state highways with some
crazy drivers and the most
entitled people in India,
wrong-side motorcyclists
and tractor drivers, as well
as in some brilliant high-
ways. A big shout-out to
NHAI for the brilliant

NH46 between Bhopal and
Gwalior, which other than
the bypass at Guna was one
of the best highways I have
driven on in India. 

The i20 did all this
and averaged 15.4 kilome-
ters per litre, which with a
extremely smooth dual-
clutch box and the 120PS
1-litre Turbo was impres-
sive. This engine could be
a bit thirsty in the city but
it was impressive because it
delivered all this power,
with economy and com-
fort. More importantly, it
did so without complain-
ing even once. I liked this
car when I drove it in
Delhi for the first time, but
after this past week I love
it now. It is in my opinion
the finest mass-produced
hatchback ever sold in
India. Because it doesn’t
pretend to be something it
is not with its body style
and delivers everything
and more. Impressive.

Actor Mithila Palkar says
she is aware that she has

the freedom to make her
own choices, adding that she
is strongly opinionated about
the choices she makes.

These are traits that
helped her relate to her char-
acter of Masha in the forth-
coming film Tribhanga: Tedhi
Medhi Crazy, says Mithila,
although she doesn’t think she
is similar to Masha at all.

“The choices that Masha
made were the ones that I
would never make, but hav-
ing said that I won’t judge her
for that because I know where
she came from and why she
made those choices,” Mithila
said.

The actor continued: “I
think the one thing that binds
us together is that whatever
decisions we take, we are
going to be judged for some
of them. I feel we both are
aware that we have the free-
dom to make a choice and are

very strongly opinionated
about the choices that we
make — whether or not they
fit in anybody else’s build or
is in sync with anyone else’s
ideas, principles or values.”

“We know that it’s a
choice that is going to make
us happy and we’ve taken this
call being very self-aware of
what may or may not happen.
I think that is the one thing
that binds us together but
otherwise I don’t think there
is anything similar. She is
quite peaceful actually and a
quiet person to herself. I am
quite the opposite of that —
(I am) loud,” she added.

The film, written and
directed by Renuka Shahane,
also features Tanvi Azmi and
Kajol. It is a family drama
about three distinct women,
and their unconventional life
choices. 

(The film releases on
Netflix on January 15.) 
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Winters call for some warm
exotic dishes, but what about

the drinks? Don’t settle for your
usual soft drinks when you can prep-
up for something fancy in little to no
time! As we enter the new year, why
not add some lip-smacking healthy
mocktails to the list?

Yes, with a pinch of the fruity
element, your mocktails can be safe
and healthy! The key is to use high-
quality ingredients and fresh fruit
pulp. Most of these mocktails require
similar ingredients like lime juice,
mint leaves, ice cubes, soda or
sparkling water. And trust us; it’s as
easy as you could think of! So, make
a toast, with these easy-peasy mock-
tails, shared by Kimaye Health, INI
Farms.

Here’s how to go about it in
four simple steps:

�Muddle the fruit and lime
juice with a few mint leaves.

�Pour the mixture in a glass
with two to three ice cubes, and
honey if needed.

�Add soda or sparkling water to
the brim and mix.

�Garnish them with a fruit
slice and mint leaves to make them
festive ready!

Some of the fruits that go well
are:

Peppy pomegranate
Goes perfectly with the winter

vibe as the blend of maroon with
soda looks splendid for a celebration
drink. Along with pomegranate
juice, you can also throw in a few

seeds to garnish and add sweetness
to your mocktails. The best part is
that you don’t need any added sugar
as the natural flavour of pomegran-
ate makes it a wonderful delight!

Tangy orange
In this citrusy mocktail, you can

mix up multiple citrus fruits to
flavour up the taste. Oranges are
abundant during winter, so make full
use of this tangy winter fruit! The
fresh orange pulp is a healthier
escape from your regular soft drinks
or alcohol. A thin slice of orange on
the brim will surely make it an insta-
worthy click!

Blissful blueberry
Go all blue with your winter

theme! The delicious blueberries
have always been a sweet delight.
Crush and blend them into a smooth
mixture. This is something new
that you can easily try for your next
family get-together. Pair it up with
blueberry cheesecake and get into
the celebration mode!

Cucumber lemonade
While cucumbers are most

adored in summers for their cooling
effect and they also make a refresh-
ing drink during the winters. The
freshness of cucumbers with lime
soda is surely something you would-
n’t want to miss. Don’t just slide them
into your salads, instead turn them
into a sweet fresh mocktail!

Striking strawberry pineapple
Blend in two fruits for some

incredible flavour. Pineapple and
strawberry go well together because
of their sweet and soft nature. With
these two fruits, there’s barely any
need for added sugar. You can play
with the quantity of each fruit to get
the desired shade of the drink.

These are some of the best and
easy combinations to try for that ran-
dom get together. Always go for fresh
and good quality fruits for better
results. Additionally, you can also
freeze some small fresh-fruit chunks
in ice cubes and drop them in to give
your mocktails a flattering look.
With these ingredients and tricks in
mind, you can add a unique charm
to simple parties!
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There is no need to be a
master in the kitchen or an
expert pastry chef to create

a tasty and appetizing dish. Most
of the time, the best cakes are
also the simplest to prepare. Kick
start a brand new year with some
delectable breakfast options that
are light and nutritious. Lavazza
India shares new recipes:

Treccia with ginseng coffee
Aromatic, fragrant and very
tasty. The braid with ginseng
coffee is a sweet bread with a
single large 5-ply braid. For this
special recipe, use Lavazza
ginseng coffee, the perfect
soluble preparation for a healthy
and energizing breakfast.

Ingredients:
�Flour: 700 gm
�Water: 300 gm 
�Brewer’s yeast: 1 stick 
�Honey: 50 gm 
�Ginseng coffee: 30 gm 
�Coarse ground coffee: 4 gm
�Butter: 80 gm 
�Salt: 11 gm 
�Yolk: 1
�Milk to taste

Preparation:
Dissolve the coffee and sugar

in 100 gm of hot water. Proceed
with the dough by adding to the
flour, water with coffee, brewer’s
yeast, honey and salt. Mix all the
ingredients until the liquid is
absorbed, then add some butter.
Work the dough with your hands
until it is uniform and smooth.
Let it rise for about one hour.

How to make a bread braid
Once risen, separate the

dough into five equal parts to get
a large braid. Now we need to
weave! Those who manage to
braid their hair can also follow
the same procedure with bread
dough. Take the outermost

leader of the group of three on
the left and bring it inside the
group of two on the right. Then
do the reverse: the outermost
leader of the right group bring it

inside the left group. Continue
like this, alternating left and
right, until the braid is complete. 

Transfer the coffee braid to a
lined pan and brush with the egg

yolk and milk. 
Another half an hour of

leavening, a final brush and you
are ready for the final touch:
sprinkle the coffee powder along
the entire length of the braid. 

Bake at 180 degrees for about
40 minutes.

Coffee pancakes 
Do you want to surprise your
family or friends with a tasty and
original breakfast? The pancakes
at the cafe are the perfect sweet,
as light and nutritious. Of Anglo-
Saxon origin, the golden
pancakes have also entered
Italian homes for some years. In
the classic American breakfast,
pancakes are prepared with
maple syrup or fresh fruit.

Ingredients:
�Lavazza coffee: 150 ml 
�Eggs: 2
�Milk: 150 ml 
�Flour: 150 gm
�Sugar: 50 gm 
�Salt: 1 pinch 
�Butter to taste

Preparation:
First of all: prepare the coffee

with the mocha and, once ready,
pour it into a container and let it
cool. At this point, take the eggs,
separate the yolks and egg whites
in two different containers. In
the one that contains the egg,
yolks pour the sugar and with a
whisk try to mix well until you

get a uniform cream. Then add
the flour, milk, and coffee, salt
and continue mixing.

Beat the egg whites until stiff
and pour them into the mixture
you just made. Combine
everything thoroughly, taking
care to mix from the bottom up
to prevent the egg whites from
falling apart. Cover the container
with a cloth or cling film and let
it rest for at least 30 minutes in
the refrigerator.

To cook the pancakes, take a
medium-small non-stick pan:
melt a knob of butter and pour
the mixture a little at a time with
the help of a ladle. Bake these
yummy pancakes on both sides
until they turn a golden colour.
Place three or four stacked
pancakes on the plate and add
icing sugar, dark chocolate
flakes, whipped cream, jams or
honey to taste.

Plumcake without eggs
Most of the time, the best cakes
are also the simplest to prepare,
such as egg-free coffee
plumcakes. Greedy, healthy and
genuine. Ideal for a light and
nutritious breakfast or snack.

Ingredients
�Flour: 250 gm 
�Potato starch: 50 gm
�Sugar: 120 gm 
�Milk: 300 ml 
�300 ml Milk
�Crema-e-Gusto Espresso

coffee: 1 cup 
�Dark chocolate: 60 gm 
�Baking powder for cakes: 1

sachet 

Preparation
Prepare the coffee and pour

it into a cup. Turn on the oven
bringing the temperature to 180
static.

In a bowl, combine the flour,
yeast, starch and sugar and mix
with the help of a spoon. Now
heat the milk and add the coffee.
At this point, combine the liquid
and solid ingredients. Mix
everything with the electric
mixer until the dough is smooth
and homogeneous. Then add the
chocolate flakes to the mixture,
incorporating it with a spatula.

Grease the loaf pan. In order
not to get your fingers dirty, take
a card and grab the butter.
Spread the fat all over the inner
surface of the pan, being careful
not to miss any areas. Continue
like this until you have greased
the entire pan. Now sprinkle the
pan with a little flour and shake
off the excess. If you are
unfamiliar with flour and butter,
you can always use parchment
paper. Then, pour the dough into
it.

It’s time to bake! You have
already preheated the oven to
180 static, right? Perfect. Now let
the coffee plumcake cook for
about 30 minutes. Remember to
do the toothpick test to check its
cooking. It is a simple and fool
proof method to understand if a
cake is cooked to the right point
or not. After the necessary
cooking time, before enjoying
your delicious masterpiece, let it
cool. The egg-free coffee
plumcake is ready!
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Jose Mourinho slammed
Tottenham’s “avoidable” mis-

takes and lack of killer instinct
after Fulham’s Ivan Cavaleiro
rescued a 1-1 draw on
Wednesday.

Harry Kane had put the
hosts ahead in the first half at the
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium,
but Cavaleiro struck in the clos-
ing stages to leave Mourinho
frustrated.

Tottenham have won just
two of their last eight league
matches and sit in sixth place.

A win against third bottom
Fulham would have taken them
into third place above
Manchester City, who made it
four successive league victories

when Phil Foden earned a 1-0
win over Brighton earlier on
Wednesday.

Whether Spurs — six points
behind leaders Manchester
United — will be regarded as
title contenders for much longer
must be in doubt after this
sloppy display.

“Once more we concede a
goal that is completely avoidable.
You have to keep a clean-sheet,
not make mistakes. The mark-
ers are there. There wasn’t even
an advantage in terms of num-
bers,” Mourinho said.

“We have lots of opportuni-
ties to kill off matches. In other

cases especially away we are win-
ning but then don’t have that
ambition to get the goal and kill
the game.

“There are things that are
individual mistakes. We have
bad results and we should avoid
these results.”

Cavaleiro’s leveller was a
suitably dramatic end to the feud
between Mourinho and Fulham
manager Scott Parker, triggered
when Aston Villa’s coronavirus
outbreak meant Spurs’ sched-
uled trip to Villa Park on
Wednesday was postponed.

Instead, Tottenham’s game
against Fulham — originally

called off in December because
of Covid cases in the Cottagers
squad — was moved on
Monday to help ease a potential
fixture pile-up for Mourinho’s
team.

Parker said it was “scan-
dalous” for his team to be forced
to play at such short notice.

Mourinho hit back, saying
he would only feel sorry for
Fulham if they played a weak-
ened team.

So he would have noted
with interested that Fulham
named a strong team with nine
of the 11 that played their last
Premier League game on Boxing

Day.
But it was Parker who had

the last laugh and he said: “I’m
very proud of this team for what
we’ve been through. There’s a lot
of talk around, everyone
assumes about what happened.
I know what we’ve been through
the last two weeks.

“This game was supposed to
be scheduled 16 days ago — for
10 days some of these boys were
locked up in their houses (self
isolating). “We had players out
there who had one day’s train-
ing. What pleased me most was
a desire and a real quality at
times.”
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Star India shuttler Saina Nehwal was
knocked out of the Yonex Thailand

Open Super 1000 event after losing the
women’s singles second round to
Thailand’s Busanan Ongbamrungphan
here on Thursday.

In a battle of attrition, Saina man-
aged to grab the opening game but ran
out of steam in the end, losing 23-21, 14-
21, 16-21 in a match that clocked 68
minutes. It was Saina’s fourth straight loss
to the world number 12 Busanan.

In the men’s singles, former world
number one Kidambi Srikanth was
forced to give a walkover to his eighth
seeded Malaysian opponent Lee Zii Jia
after pulling up his right calf muscle.

Indian men’s doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty also bowed out of the competi-
tion after suffering a 19-21, 17-21 defeat
against second seeded Indonesian com-

bination of Mohammad Ahsan and
Hendra Setiawan.

Later, Satwik and his mixed doubles
partner Ashwini Ponnappa went down
12-21, 17-21 to Hong Kong pairing of
Chang Tak Ching and Ng Wing Yung
to draw curtains on India’s campaign.
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Off-spinner Dom Bess
claimed five wickets to

help bowl out Sri Lanka for 135
and give England the advantage
on day one of a Test that took
10 months to start on
Thursday.

Bess, who returned fig-
ures of 5-30, combined with
paceman Stuart Broad, who
took three wickets, as Sri Lanka
were all out in two sessions as
the two-Test series resumed in
Galle after the original tour was
aborted over the coronavirus in
March.

England lost their openers
early but skipper Joe Root, on
66, and Jonny Bairstow, on 47,
steered the tourists to 127 for
two at close of play. They still
trail Sri Lanka by eight runs.

The batting duo put on an
unbeaten partnership of 110
after Dom Sibley, for four, and
Zak Crawley, for nine, fell to
Lasith Embuldeniya’s left-arm
spin.

Root, who successfully
reviewed an lbw call in his
favour after being given out by
the on-field umpire on 20,
reached his 50th fifty in 98
Tests. He has 17 centuries.

Bess though remained the
hero of the day with his second
five-wicket haul in his 11th Test
as the venue witnessed its low-
est first-innings score, well

below Sri Lanka’s 181 against
Pakistan in 2000.

Sri Lanka suffered a pre-
match jolt when skipper
Dimuth Karunaratne was ruled
out of the first of the two Tests
with a fractured thumb.

Stand-in-captain Dinesh
Chandimal scored 28 and put
up some resistance in a 56-run
stand with Angelo Mathews,
who made 27 on his return
from a hamstring injury.

Broad struck twice in an

over to send back opener
Lahiru Thirimanne, who had
scored four, and Kusal Mendis
for nought — his fourth
straight duck — to spell early
trouble for the hosts.

Spin was introduced in the
11th over and Bess, with his
second ball, got Kusal Perera
for 20 when the batsman top-
edged a reverse sweep to
England captain Joe Root at
first slip.

Sri Lanka had slumped to
25 for three but Mathews and
Chandimal stood firm till
lunch.

Broad came back in the
second session to break the
stand as he got Mathews caught
at slip and Chandimal, who
survived a dropped catch by
debutant Dan Lawrence before
lunch on 22, departed two
balls later off Jack Leach.

Mathews, whose hamstring
injury kept him out of the 2-0
Test series defeat in South
Africa, went past 6,000 Test
runs during his knock before
Bess soon ran through the
middle and lower order.

In reply, the tourists slipped
to 17 for two after Sibley was
caught at first slip and Crawley
also back in the pavilion inside
nine overs.

Root and Bairstow then
batted cautiously to bring up
England’s best partnership for
all wickets at the venue.
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Neymar scored on his return
to action for Paris Saint-

Germain as they beat arch rivals
Marseille 2-1 to win this season’s
Champions Trophy.

The Brazilian rolled home
an 85th minute penalty to put
PSG two goals ahead following
Mauro Icardi’s first-half opener
to give new coach Mauricio
Pochettino the first trophy of his
reign in the French capital, and
managerial career.

The Champions Trophy is
the French equivalent of a Super
Cup, usually contested at the
start of the season by the league
champions and French Cup win-
ners.

With PSG winning both last
season, Marseille had been
selected as their opponents as the
Ligue 1 runners-up. 

Hopes were high for a feisty
tussle in Lens after Marseille’s

league win at PSG in September
ended with five red cards and
Neymar accusing Marseille cen-
tre back Alvaro Gonzalez of
racism in the aftermath.

However it was a largely
tame encounter in northern
France, with the most note-
worthy incident being sub-
stitute Neymar’s goalscor-
ing return after a month
away.

The 28-
year-old had-
n’t featured for
the French
c h a m p i o n s
since being
stretchered off
with an ankle
injury during a 1-0
defeat to current
league leaders
Lyon on
December 13.

Icardi thought he
had given PSG the

lead with a 22nd minute tap-in,
only to have the goal ruled out
for offside after Kylian Mbappe
strayed past Marseille’s back line
to collect Leandro Paredes’

defence-splitting pass.
Seven minutes later it

was Mbappe’s turn to have a
goal chalked off when he
started his run too early to
connect with a long pass

from his captain
Marquinhos.

Icardi finally put
dominant PSG
ahead six minutes
before the break
with a goal typical
of his poacher’s
style, first meeting

Angel Di Maria’s
raking long ball with

a close-range header that
Steven Mandanda
pushed onto the post.

The Argentine was
quickest to follow up as

the ball dribbled back out from
the goal, and he tapped in his
second goal is as many games
since returning from injury.

He almost doubled his side’s
lead in first half stoppage time
when he hit a left-footed strike
back off the crossbar.

Neymar returned to action
in the 65th minute and was
immediately targeted by
Gonzalez, the Argentine fouling
the superstar attacker several
times in what looked like a con-
tinuation of the pair’s spat.

However it was Neymar
who had the last laugh when he
stepped up to score the decisive
second goal for PSG from the
penalty spot after Icardi was
brought down by Marseille’s
substitute keeper Yohann Pele.

Dimitri Payet pulled one
back for Marseille with a
minute remaining but it was too
little too late for Andre Villas-
Boas’ side.
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Marc-Andre ter Stegen’s heroics
ensured Barcelona edged past Real

Sociedad on penalties on Wednesday to
reach the Spanish Super Cup final, with-
out the injured Lionel Messi.

Messi was watching on as Ter Stegen
did his best to fill the void in Cordoba, the
goalkeeper immense both in the shoot-out
and during normal time, which had fin-
ished 1-1.

Frenkie de Jong’s header was cancelled
out by a penalty from Mikel Oyarzabal,
who then missed in the shoot-out, one of
two crucial saves made by Ter Stegen before
21-year-old Riqui Puig hit the winning
shot.

“I wasn’t down to take one but we
needed one more taker and I stepped for-
ward,” said Puig.

Barca advance to meet either Real
Madrid or Athletic Bilbao in the final on
Sunday, when Messi is expected to be avail-
able again, although coach Ronald Koeman
was cautious at full-time.

“We have to wait,” he said.
Koeman’s team have a mountain to

climb in La Liga’s title race but they are
improving, now nine games unbeaten and
with a trophy in their grasp.

This is the second year of the Spanish
Super Cup’s new format, which has four
teams playing each other in a semi-final
and final.

 ��
������
�����
�����
��
�������
( 	� $32+

Bayern Munich were knocked out
of the German Cup on

Wednesday as second division
Holstein Kiel won a nail-biting penal-
ty shoot-out 6-5 after the second
round tie finished 2-2 after extra-
time.

This is the first time holders
Bayern have been knocked out of the
cup by a non-Bundesliga club since
losing to then fourth-tier Magdeburg
in 2000/01.

After Bayern midfielder Marc
Roca was the first player to miss with
his team’s sixth penalty, Kiel’s former

Bremen forward Fin Bartels convert-
ed the winning spot-kick to spark

wild celebrations.
The upset means this is the first

time European champions Bayern
have been eliminated from a cup
competition since head coach Hansi
Flick took charge in November 2019.

Bayern were 2-1 up thanks to
goals by Serge Gnabry and Leroy
Sane, either side of a superb Bartels
strike, before a last-gasp header by
Kiel captain Hauke Wahl on 95 min-
utes took the game to extra time, then
penalties.

Bayern f ielded a near-full
strength side with only top-scoring
striker Robert Lewandowski and
centre-back Jerome Boateng rested.
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After denting the ego of
mighty Australians with
their bruised and bat-

tered bodies in a Sydney epic,
Ajinkya Rahane’s wounded
India will take no prisoners in
a ‘winners take all’ fourth Test,
starting Friday on the liveliest
of tracks in the series.

Australia need a win to
regain Border-Gavaskar Trophy
but a draw will be enough for
India to retain it for another
couple of years.

There are times when the
human body responds differ-
ently to the adrenaline rush and
the likes of Ravichandran
Ashwin, Rishabh Pant and
Hanuma Vihari have given
their million fans a reason to
believe in their gumption that
was on display in Sydney.

Jasprit Bumrah played with
an abdominal strain and didn’t
want to come out even though
the experience was painful and
Ravindra Jadeja with a broken
thumb was ready to do what
Malcolm Marshall did with a
fractured wrist three decades
back.

They battled against every-
body — the racist ones in the
galleries, the abusive one
behind the stumps and those
lethal ones with the shiny red
nut that broke a few bones but
could not shake the steely
resolve of the Indians.

The new India that Virat
Kohli so raved about is now
ready to battle a whole new set
of adversities at a venue where
Australia hasn’t lost a Test since
1988.

There won’t be a Jadeja and
Bumrah and on one of the most
difficult tracks, it couldn’t have
gotten more worse for India.
And insult to injury is Mayank
Agarwal being hit on the fore-
arm in the nets and Ashwin bat-
tling back spasms.

“We will take a call tomor-
row.The medical team is work-
ing with all the injured players.
If Bumrah is fit, he plays, if he
is not fit, he doesn’t play,” bat-
ting coach Vikram Rathour

said at the pre-match confer-
ence.

For Tim Paine, the series-
decider couldn’t have been
played at the better venue than
the bouncy Woolloongabba or
Gabba for fans around the
world.

“From a distance it looks
like it always does,” you could
gauge the confidence in Paine’s
voice even as he gave the news
of young Will Pucovski’s shoul-
der injury ruling him out of
playing eleven.

“We love playing here, and
one of the main reasons is
because that wicket. This is a
good place to come and play,
because I don’t have to go and
look at it, I know what is going

to be like,” he said and it was like
warning to Indian team that
looks more like a second string
A team save three senior bats-
men.

But Ajinkya Rahane will
still smile, Cheteshwar Pujara
will be uncomplaining and
trust Rohit Sharma to still go for
the pull shot if Pat Cummins
digs one short.

There will be no Vihari in
Sydney but he has set a differ-
ent bench-mark for the ‘walk-
ing wounded’ and expect
Rishabh Pant to play another
blinder in the only way he can.

The combination has all
gone for a toss and Rahane
would only understand that dis-
cretion is the better part of val-

our.
India might just want to use

the option of playing only four
bowlers instead of a regular five
in order to take the game deep
with their batting.

If Agarwal is available,
expect him to go in at number
three after Rohit and Shubman
Gill with Pujara and Rahane
coming a notch down.

There is an option of play-
ing Prithvi Shaw or
Wriddhiman Saha in place of
Ravindra Jadeja but off-spin all-
rounder Washington Sundar’s
name is also doing the rounds.

It’s the bowling attack that
India will be worried about.
Navdeep Saini and Mohammed
Siraj with just three Tests in

their kitty and Shardul Thakur,
who bowled all of 10 balls in his
debut Test two years back, do
not exactly inspire confidence.

While Rathour kept cards
close to his chest, it’s more about
trying to deny opposition psy-
chological advantage by playing
the guessing game on Bumrah
when world knows that his par-
ticipation is highly unlikely.

That too against a batting
line-up where three of the top
four batsmen respond to the
name of David Warner, Marnus
Labuschagne and Steve Smith.

The second and third bat-
ters have shown what they can
do with Indian attack and
Warner is not known to fail in
too many innings.

It’s a very difficult task at
hand and whatever the result,
this Indian team under Rahane

has covered itself in glory with
bare minimum resources.

“The toughness that you
see has come after years of
preparations. From coaching
staff perspective, we keep telling
them that, you can’t let doubts

creeping after one bad innings
(36 all out in Adelaide),”
Rathour said.

In end, “No Guts, No Glory,
No Stress, No Story”.

There is a story to be told
and Indians are scripting it.

TEAMS
Australia XI: Tim Paine (cap-
tain), David Warner, Marcus
Harris, Marnus Labuschagne,
Steve Smith, Matthew Wade,
Cameron Green, Pat Cummins,
Mitchell Starc, Nathan Lyon
and Josh Hazlewood.
India (from): Ajinkya Rahane
(capain), Rohit Sharma (vc),
Shubman Gill, Cheteshwar
Pujara, Mayank Agarwal,
Prithvi Shaw, Wriddhiman Saha
(wk), Rishabh Pant (wk),
Ravichandran Ashwin,
Navdeep Saini, Mohammed
Siraj, Shardul Thakur, Jasprit
Bumrah, T Natarajan,
Washington Sundar.
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New Delhi: Former opener
Gautam Gambhir believes the
Indian team management needs
to take good care of its pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah and
if required, the right-arm pacer
should be given a break during
the upcoming home series
against England.

On the road for nearly five
months since this year’s IPL,
Bumrah has finally succumbed
to the rigours of non-stop inter-
national cricket as he has been
ruled out of the series-deciding
fourth and final Test against
Australia after suffering an
abdominal strain during the
preceding match in Sydney.

And Gambhir feels it would
be unfair to force Bumrah to
play in all the matches against
England, starting February 5.

“... You got to look after him
(Bumrah) as well, because he is
going to be the leader of the
attack for a very long time, so
him being fit is very important,”

the World Cup-winning left-
handed batsman told Star
Sports.

“So when India plays
England in the 4-Test match
series…I know, yes, Mohd
Shami is unfit, Ishant Sharma is
unfit, Umesh Yadav is unfit but
you can’t afford to play Jasprit
Bumrah in all the 4 Test match-

es, it will be very unfair on him,”
he added.

Gambhir, however, feels
Bumrah will be more menacing
in Indian conditions.  “See
again, he (Bumrah) hasn’t
played a Test match in India till
now, Has he? He hasn’t. So, I’m
sure the Indian team manage-
ment has looked after Jasprit
Bumrah reasonably well. They
have actually used him in places
like England, South Africa and
Australia, where he has got to
be even more threatening.

“I’m not saying he is not
going to be threatening in India.
He is going to be even more
threatening in India, where
wickets can get low and slow
and he can reverse the ball real-
ly well,” he said.

The former cricketer-
turned-politician said Bumrah
is a quality and dangerous
bowler, who is threat for any
batsmen at any given time of a
match. 

A8���&��!���
�����
�����
%�
�����
�
%�������
�����
���
�������
.��%���

"	���
��#��������
�
��
	��
��
�

)����������	��������������(��������	�����������	�	�	����������� 	����������#��������������	�%����� �!!)D (���	�

����	�
�6���	
�	!
��


��':  � � � � �+;;�**@

+*,%'��' SA (: C ) )@ DF C:
�"#�' S B F B ) :C @@

��!����	�����!�	���
��
�"#�' (:E	��	)A: )	�����	��	,���
��
 A::@B:(

+*,%'��' S(F	��	)FC S�C	�����	��	2���
�� )E(SB(D

�� 	�������
�	�6����
�"#�' )((	0��
�	�
����	��	,���
��
 A::@B:(

)((	*�
��		%�&
�	��	,���
��
 A:)(B)F

+*,%'��' AFE8	*���
��	9�
�.�	��	0���	,����
 A:)AB)@

����	������!	A�����!�B
�"#�' SB):(	2�
�
���	#�
�
��
	��	,���
��
 )ESCBSE

+*,%'��' CBD)	0�
��	-
���	��	2���
�� )EE(BEF

*���	��**	����	�


