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The eighth round of talks
between farmers unions

and the Government ended
without any breakthrough on
Friday. The talks lasted for
over two and a half hours.

Sticking to their key
demand of the repeal of three
farm laws, the farmer leaders
told the Ministers that their
“ghar wapsi” from protest sites
along Delhi borders can hap-
pen only after “law wapsi”. But
the Centre insisted the talks
must be limited to contentious
clauses and ruled out a com-
plete withdrawal of Acts.

The next round of talks will
be held on January 15 meaning
that the farmers will be cele-
brating Lohri and
Makarsankranti at the Delhi
borders. Now all eyes are on the
Supreme Court which take up
the issue on January 11.

According to sources, the
next date has been decided
after keeping in mind a sched-
uled hearing of the Supreme
Court on January 11 as the
Government feels the apex
court may look into the legal-
ity of the three laws, besides
other issues related to farmers’
protests. Farmer leader

Darshan Pal said farmers
would not vacate the protest
sites even if the Supreme Court
tells them to do so.

The discussion between
the farmers and the Centre
reached stalemate as union
leaders decided to observe
silence while holding out
papers with slogans including
“Jeetenge ya Marenge” (We
will either win or die).

The union leaders refused
to take a lunch break and
stayed put in the meeting
room. The situation came to

this point after the Union
Agriculture Minister reportedly
told the farmer leaders that he
will not consider repealing the
three contentious laws.

The union leaders told the
Ministers that the Centre
should not interfere in agri-
culture matters as various SC
orders have declared farming as
a State subject.

After the meeting, Tomar
said no decision could be
reached as unions did not give
alternatives to their demand for
the repeal of laws. Tomar said

the Government is still hope-
ful that union leaders will
come with alternatives to dis-
cuss in the next round of talks
on January 15.

On whether the
Government made a proposal
to farmers to join a pending
case in the Supreme Court on
issues related to farmers’
protest, Tomar said the
Government did not make any
such suggestion but it is always
committed to follow whatever
is decided by the SC.

Asked whether the

Government would consider
any proposal for allowing States
to decide whether to imple-
ment the laws or not, the
Minister said no such propos-
al was made by any farmer
leader in this regard, but if such
a suggestion is made the
Government will take a call at
that time.

After the meeting, union
leader Joginder Singh Ugrahan
said the meeting was incon-
clusive and it was unlikely that
any resolution could happen in
the next round of talks. “We do
not want anything less than the
repeal of laws... Government is
testing our strength, but we will
not bow down. It seems we will
have to spend Lohri and
Baisakhi festivals here at protest
sites,” he said.

Another union leader
Hannan Mollah said farmers
are ready to fight till death and
going to court was not an
option.

“There was a heated dis-
cussion, we said we don’t want
anything other than the repeal
of laws. We won’t go to any
court, this (repeal) will 
either be done or we’ll contin-
ue to fight. Our parade on
January 26 will go on as
planned,” he said.
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India carried out the second
Covid-19 vaccination dry

run on Friday as it geared up
for the rollout of the nation-
wide drive, the final strategy of
which will be discussed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with the State Chief Ministers
in a meeting on Monday.

Sources in the Government
said that soon after the high-
level meeting chaired by Modi,
the final date for the rollout of
the Covid jab is likely to be
announced.

The second dry run for the
Covid-19 vaccination rollout
was conducted in select hospi-
tals in 736 districts across 33
States and Union Territories on
Friday. Following the mock
drill, Union Health Minister Dr
Harshvardhan said that soon it
would be a reality to vaccinate
the entire population in India
against the novel coronavirus,
after prioritising risk groups.
He was in Tamil Nadu to take
stock of the dry run being car-
ried out there.

The Centre has started a
new Covid platform to track
particulars of potential vaccine
beneficiaries and also issue
electronic certificates to them,

he told reporters after review-
ing the dry run of administer-
ing Covid-19 vaccine at the
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital as part of a
State-wide programme.

“In the next few days, also
in the near future, we should be
able to give this vaccine to our
countrymen prioritising those
who are at risk in public and
private sectors. The
Government has already made
known the scheme of things,”
he added.

In a country that is vast like
India with a population of 1.35
billion, everything was done
smoothly and meticulously
without any glitches, he said
adding that several lakhs of

health workers have been
trained adequately.

The details of this 150-page
document have been shared
with all stakeholders to make
the vaccination drive success-
ful, he added.

The Minister said that the
vaccines could be made avail-
able to “our countrymen” in the
next few days. He said that the
Government is ensuring every
detail of the vaccination pro-
gramme is conveyed to the
people, ie from the national
level to the grassroots level.

The Government, in the
first phase of vaccination, is
aiming to inoculate 30 crore
people from the priority groups
like frontline health workers,
elderly people and those with
comorbidities. However, the
first to be inoculated will be
frontline workers and health-
care professionals.

On January 3, the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI) had granted restricted
emergency use authorisation to
the Serum Institute of India
(SII)’s Covishield and Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin vaccine.
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Even as 82 returnees from
the UK have so far tested

positive for a new mutant
strain of coronavirus, flights
between the United Kingdom
and India resumed on Friday.
As many as 256 passengers
from the UK landed at Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) and many of
them complained of chaos and
confusion at the airport over
quarantine rules.

Several passengers took to

Twitter to highlight grievances
and the situation, tagging
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
in their messages.

Earlier on Friday, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
announced that the travellers
coming from the United
Kingdom (UK) to the nation-
al Capital will have to under-
go a seven-day institutional
quarantine. The CM said that
the person had to go seven-day
home quarantine even if they
test negative for Covid-19 on
arrival in the city.

“To protect Delhiites from
exposure to the virus from the
UK, the Delhi Government
has taken important deci-
sions. Travellers coming from
the UK will have to manda-

torily undergo a self-paid RT-
PCR test on arrival at the air-
port,” said the Chief
Minister.

A passenger asked why his
passport was being taken away.
One person, who identified
himself as Gouri Shankar Dash,
posted a photo of his infant
child sleeping on blankets
spread out on the airport floor,
and said that airport authori-
ties had refused to let him get
his daughter’s stroller from
their luggage.

“Just came from London
AI112, it’s absolutely maniac at
Delhi Airport. Asking us to go
for institutional quarantine
even with the negative PCR
test. Didn’t mention this on
your SOP,” another passenger
Harpit Thakur who travelled in
Air India flight shared a video

of ‘maniac’ scenes at the IGI
airport.

The flights were resumed
after a suspension for 16 days
amid concerns about a mutant

strain that emerged in Britain
despite Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal asking the
Government to extend the
flights ban till January 31.
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Chief Minister Hemant
Soren said on Friday that

the role of banks in develop-
ment of the State is crucial.
While digitally inaugurating
two branches of HDFC Bank
the CM asked HDFC Bank and
other banks to provide loans
and train members of women
Self Help Groups in far flung
areas to connect them with
employment.

The CM said that the State
Government is committed to
provide scholarships to stu-
dents studying in the State
and pension amount to pen-
sioners. The role of banks is

important in extending the
amount of financial support to
scholarships, pensions etc.

Soren said that providing
Kisan Credit Card (KCC) to
more and more farmers in the

State is the priority of the State
Government. HDFC Bank
Limited should also formulate
an action plan on providing
Kisan Credit Card to farmers.
HDFC Bank Limited should
also do marketing and brand-
ing of the product made by the
women self-help group. The
CM inaugurated two new
branches of HDFC Bank
Limited at Line Tank Road
Ranchi and Singh More
Ranchi. With the inauguration
of these two branches, 14
branches of HDFC Bank
Limited will now be opera-
tional in Ranchi. 

On this occasion, Sandeep
Kumar, Branch Banking Head
of HDFC Bank Limited
apprised the CM about the
work being done by HDFC
Bank Limited for the develop-
ment of the State under CSR.
Kumar assured the CM that

HDFC Bank Limited wants to
participate in the development
of the State.

The CM directed the offi-
cials of HDFC Bank Limited to
prepare and make available the
data of the work being done by
the HDFC Bank Limited man-
agement in the development of
the State under CSR. The CM
said that HDFC Bank Limited
should work in coordination
with the State Government. By
working in coordination, devel-
opment works will be acceler-
ated and there will be no hin-
drance in working with mutu-
al cooperation.

On this occasion Chief
Secretary of the State Sukhdev
Singh, Principal Secretary to
the Chief Minister Rajiv Arun
Ekka, Jharkhand State Head of
HDFC Bank Ltd. Abhishek
Kumar and other officials were
present.
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Over 200 Covid-19 patients
tested positive for the virus

on Friday, taking the total
number of Covid cases in
Jharkhand close to 1,16,436 fig-
ures compiled by the National
Health Mission (NHM) stated.

Jharkhand’s recovery rate
on the day reached 97.84 per
cent after 207 fresh cases of
infection surfaced against 188
recoveries, a daily bulletin
released by the NHM high-
lighted. The national Covid-19
recovery rate, as per govern-
ment data, was 96.40 per cent
on Friday.

While positive cases out-
numbered the number of recov-
eries, the Covid toll in the state
also increased as two more
patients from Ranchi and
Dhanbad died during treat-
ment in 24 hours. As per gov-
ernment data, as many as 1043
people have died of Covid-19 in
Jharkhand so far, and at least
222 of them were from Ranchi.
The Covid mortality rate in
Jharkhand was 0.89 per cent
against the national average of
1.40 per cent.

According to the report in
Jharkhand today 12 persons
were found infected from
Bokaro, 3 from Deoghar, 29
from Dhanbad, 1 from Dumka,
17 from East Singhbhum, 2
from Garhwa, 2 from Giridih,
6 from Godda, 3 from Gumla,
2 from Hazaribagh, 2 from
Khunti, 3 from Koderma, 3
from Latehar, 2 from
Lohardaga, 10 from Palamu,
102 from Ranchi, 3 from
Seraikela, 2 from Simdega and
4 from West Singhbhum.

Around 707 people were
battling the infection in Ranchi,
while 165 were undergoing
treatment in East Singhbhum
on Tuesday. So far, the govern-
ment has collected swab sam-
ples of 49.76 lakh people and
tested 49.16 lakh of them. Of the
over 49 lakh people tested,
1,16,436  were found infected.

On Tuesday, health work-
ers across Jharkhand tested
swab samples of 13,870 people
and more than one per cent of
them were found infected. At
least 1,465 people were battling
the virus across the State by the
end of Tuesday, Government
data stated.
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Aday-long dry run of the Covid-19
vaccination was conducted in as

many as 222 sites across the 24 dis-
tricts of Jharkhand on Friday. As many
as 25 health care workers participat-
ed in the mock drill at each site.

In the State Capital the drive was
conducted across 17 centres including
Sadar Hospital, all community health
centres as well as at additional CHC’s
at Khelari and Rahe. In West
Singhbhum the mock drill was con-
ducted across 16 centres while in East
Singhbhum at 12, Bokaro had 10 sites
whereas Daltanganj and Dumka had
11 each.

“The dry run was conducted
smoothly across the State. In the first
dry run on January 2, it was done

across six districts at 13 session sites.
Out of the 222 sites on Friday, 158
were directly monitored by our devel-
opment partners like UNICEF, UNDP
and WHO,” said Ravi Shankar Shukla,
Mission Director, National Health
Mission, Jharkhand.

“As such there has been no prob-
lem with respect to the Cowin plat-
form or the preparedness of the offi-
cials. Since all the districts have been
covered so as of now a third drill will
not be conducted. If a need does arise,
a decision will be taken. In case of an
untoward situation, there are proto-
cols with respect to AEFI which have
been communicated to the facilities
across all the districts to deal with it,”
added Shukla.

The beneficiaries participating
in the dry run were vaccinated by

injecting a fake syringe after their
names were verified on the Cowin
application. A few participants also
faked minor complications so that the
on-duty officers knew what to do in
case a person does fall sick during the
actual vaccination process.

“The dry run has been very suc-
cessful. As a part of it every aspect has
been dealt with in detail. All the health
workers, vaccinators, data entry oper-
ators were basically made to under-
stand what is to be done during the
actual vaccination process. This was
also undertaken as a mock drill
regarding any adverse reactions,” said
Civil Surgeon, Ranchi VB Prasad.
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The Steel City is gripped with
bird flu these days. With

cases of flu being reported in
other States, the East Singhbhum
district administration has start-
ed taking preventive measures in
the city. According to informa-

tion, if cases continue to rise, the
administration might ban entry
of poultry products.

A directive has been issued
to sub divisional officer of
Ghatshila, sub divisional offi-
cer of Dhalbhum, additional
district magistrate (law and
order) and police station offi-

cers of Hata and Baharagora
for checking entry of chicken
and poultry products from
Odisha.

There are plans to put up
checkpoints at Kumardungi
(Majhgaon) and Kokcho which
also shares border with
Sundergarh district of Odisha.
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The Jharkhand High Court
has decided to allow the full

capacity physical functioning of
courts including the High
Court and subordinate courts
along with an option of virtu-
al hearing while following the
standard operating procedure
(Covid 19 guidelines).

The decision to this effect
was taken in a meeting of the
Jharkhand High Court core
committee and members of
Jharkhand State Bar Council on
Friday. From Jharkhand High
Court, Chief Justice Dr Ravi
Ranjan, Justice HC Mishra,
Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh
and Justice Anand Sen were in
the meeting, while from
Jharkhand State Bar Council
senior advocate and chairman,
Rajendra Krishna, deputy
chairman Rajesh Kumar
Shukla and members of Bar
Council attended the meeting,
which was held virtually.

Senior Advocate Rajesh
Kumar Shukla said, “An impor-
tant decision was taken at
today’s meeting in which it was
decided that there will be phys-

ical hearing of courts. However,
those opting for virtual hearing
will also get an option.”

Shukla said, “Though no
formal decision was taken
when the courts will have phys-
ical hearing, but the Jharkhand
High Court stated that physi-
cal hearing will resume within
10 to 15 days.”

In the meeting it was also
decided that such districts hav-
ing more corona cases number
of physical courts will be less,
while in districts having less
corona cases the number of
physical courts will be more. In
the meeting it was also decid-
ed that as the situation
improves the number of phys-
ical courts will increase in
coming days.

In the meeting it was also
discussed that as all other gov-

ernment institutions, public
institutions have reopened on
full scale subject to Covid-19
norms, the physical courts
should also resume.

As some lawyers have the
option of functioning virtual
courts, the HC core committee
also permitted virtual hearing
of courts for such lawyers. 

Many High Courts includ-
ing Telangana High Court and
Madras High Court have already
started physical hearing of mat-
ters in all courts in the State.

The Jharkhand High Court
core committee decision will be
a big relief to around 30,000
lawyers practicing at the High
Court and lower courts. The
lawyers for the past nine months
were agitating with demand
for resuming physical courts.  

Jharkhand State Bar Council
Member, Hemant Sikarwar said
that it is very necessary to start
physical hearings in the High
Court and along with this the
hearings should be started in
lower courts also because in civil
cases around 90 per cent works
are pending and lawyers’ con-
dition has become very poor due
to pendency of cases.
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It always was...scattered.
Hairclips, rubberbands...bob-

bypins.
Every drawer, chest...bin.
Some ununderstandable

earring.
That weird neckpiece.
Once so loud,
Now at peace.
I was always ‘myself ’.
She left.
Long...brown...
Honeydew..hair.
Open and beautiful.
Scattered are
Hairclips, rubberbands
Bobbypins and me.
The writer is a lawyer by

qualification and hails from
Patiala, Punjab; now based in
Ranchi.
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State BJP spokesperson Pratul
Shahdeo on Friday said that

the State Government has
shown its indifferent attitude
towards the Panchayati Raj
system by not conducting
Panchayat elections at the
scheduled time. Pratul said
that the way in which the State
Government is running the
top-level bureaucracy of the
State, the same system is now
being seen in the panchayati raj
as well. When two bye elections
can be conducted in the State
and Assembly polls can be
conducted in Bihar, the State
Government is running away
from holding the panchayat
elections.

Pratul said that there will
be direct intervention of
bureaucracy in the alternative
system as the committee will
not only have representatives
nominated by the Deputy
Commissioner but will also be

the District Panchayati Raj
Officer, the concerned Sub-
Divisional Officer and CO.

Shadeo further said that
the basic objective of creating
Panchayati Raj institutions was
to establish village and local
government there. But instead
of holding elections, the State
government has formed a com-
mittee with bureaucratic inter-
ference. He said that this gov-
ernment is completely indif-
ferent to panchayat elections.
The post of DGP and Home
Secretary is in charge in the
State where Naxal activities
have increased and a record
number of rapes and murders
have occurred.
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Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) — which was at the

forefront of Ram temple move-
ment will begin the fund rais-
ing drive for construction of
Lord Ram temple at Ayodhya
on January 15. The 43-day
drive will run till February 27
and the VHP, during the peri-
od, will reach nearly 5.25 lakh
villages connecting around 11
crore families in the country.

In Jharkhand, the VHP
has a plan to reach out to near-
ly 43 lakh families in 25,000 vil-
lages. In Jharkhand there are
around 32,000 villages. VHP
Prant (region) secretary, Vijay
Pandey said, “The VHP which
has spearheaded the Ram tem-
ple movement is going to
launch a fund raising drive for
construction of Ram temple at
Ayodhya. The VHP members
in the group will visit cities,
towns, blocks, villages and
tolas seeking funds for temple
construction.”

“The contribution is from
Rs 10, while there is no upper
limit for contribution.
However, we will urge people
to donate funds in the range of
Rs 10, Rs 100 and Rs 1000.
People making contributions in
these denominations will get a
receipt. However, people can
also make online contribu-
tions in the bank account of
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust.”

VHP, an affiliate of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
that was at the forefront of the
Ram Temple movement, has
been authorised by the Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust to collect donations for

the construction.
Echoing the views of

Pandey, Devi Singh VHP Prant
(region) organizational secre-
tary, said, “People making con-
tribution will get receipt with
the entire process being trans-
parent. The entire fund raising
programme will be conducted
peacefully and there will be no
procession or slogan raising by
VHP members.” Devi Singh
said that in Jharkhand there are
around 45,000 VHP members
in the state with the members
in villages, blocks and dis-
tricts.

Devi Singh also said that
people making donations
above Rs 20,000 will have to use
cheques also those making big
donations the central govern-
ment has granted tax exemp-
tion to donors contributing to
the construction of the Ram
temple in Ayodhya, from
income tax for the financial
year 2020-21.

The teams deputed to col-
lect the funds will have to
deposit the money within 48
hours in designated bank
accounts. Deposits will be
made in branches of Bank of
Baroda, State Bank of India and
Punjab National Bank.

The Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
was set up as a trust for the pur-
pose of the construction of the
temple, following the Supreme
Court decision in the 
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid case.

The construction work of
the temple started after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
August 5 last year laid the
foundation stone of Ram tem-
ple at Ayodhya.
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Former Chief Minister cum
BJP national vice president

Raghuvar Das met Union
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) RK Singh in New
Delhi on Friday. During this
time he raised the issue of
power supply in the DVC con-
trol area. On this, the Union
Minister said that six districts
of Jharkhand are being affect-
ed due to the apathy of the State
Government. “The State
Government is doing politics in
this matter. Their intention is
not to get electricity to the peo-
ple, but to do politics. The State
Government is charging elec-
tricity bills from consumers,
but is not paying dues. At the
same time, there is confusion
about DVC. This is causing
trouble to the local residents,”
he said.

It was informed by the
Ministry that Jharkhand Bijli
Vitran Nigam Limited had
signed an agreement with
Damodar Valley Corporation
on 14 March 2020, according to
which the current monthly bill
was to be paid regularly. At the
same time, the Jharkhand
Government had agreed to

seek permission to seek
approval to pay the old dues.
But JBVNL paid only one
installment against its old dues.
According to the monthly bill,
out of the total amount of Rs
1323.90 crore from April 2020
to November 2020, only Rs
441.72 crore has been paid.
This is causing the problem.

Officials said that DVC
has to pay the advance for coal.
Also, it has to pay the salary of
its employees. Due to non-pay-
ment by JBVNL, DVC has not
been able to pay for coal, nor
it is able to pay salaries to its

employees. If this payment is
not done then power genera-
tion will be interrupted, due to
which the power supply will be
affected. The Ministry offi-
cials informed that a letter of
credit was given by Jharkhand
Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited,
which has been invoked. A new
letter of credit will have to be
given to Jharkhand Bijli Vitran
Nigam Limited for future
power supply. If the State gov-
ernment will continue to make
regular payments as promised,
only then uninterrupted power
supply will be possible.
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Ranchi Police on Friday raised
the reward amount to 

�5 lakh for information regard-
ing rape after brutal murder of
a woman that took place under
Ormanjhi Police Station few
days ago. Police investigation is
going on in the murder case.

Ranchi Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Surendra Kumar Jha visited
the spot to investigate the mat-
ter and conducted a search
operation in adjoining area
along with Special Investigating
Team (SIT) constituted to inves-
tigate the case. Every single
place in the vicinity was
searched. In the forest, dozens
of police personnel were
deployed in the search of the
woman’s severed head.

SSP, Ranchi, Surendra
Kumar Jha said that the police
are continuously trying to solve

the case. The amount of those
giving information about crim-
inals has also been increased.
This amount has now increased
to 5 lakhs. The name and
address of those giving infor-
mation will be kept confidential.

Many police official includ-
ing Silli DSP Chandra Shekhar,
DSP Headquarters One, 
Neeraj Kumar and Oramanjhi
Inspector Shyam Kishore
Mahato were present in the
team.
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Agricultural scientists on
Friday stressed on faster

dissemination of technologies
and recommendations of agri-
cultural universities to farmers’
fields during 34th Birsa
Agriculture University (BAU)
Extension Education council
meeting.

During the meeting
Director, Agricultural
Technology Application
Research Institute, Patna, Dr
Anjani Kumar Singh said that
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVKs) are working more
effectively and at a faster pace
than research institutes and
agricultural universities so far
as solution of farm related
problems of farmers is con-
cerned.

“The KVKs working as
one stop shop at district level
are getting greater visibility
and recognition for their ded-
icated efforts and contribu-
tion. The Government of India
has also increased its bud-
getary provision for extension
works related to farm technol-
ogy dissemination while bud-
get has been slashed for
research projects,” said Singh.

The Director urged the
BAU VC to strengthen the
monitoring mechanism of
KVKs to ensure that KVK sci-
entists devote more time and
energy at their respective cen-
tres. He informed that new pro-
jects on integrated farming
system, rainwater harvesting,
micro irrigation system and
fishery model will be launched
soon at every KVK.

Speaking on the occasion
Ex ADG, ICAR, Dr JS
Chauhan, emphasized that all
stakeholders in government
agencies should join hands in
transfer of technology works.
Increasing farmers’ income
and reducing their cost of cul-
tivation should be the focus

point of all efforts of agricul-
tural universities, research
institutes and KVKs, he added.
He also stressed on incorpo-
rating livestock, fishery and
poultry into the farming system
for sustained income even
under the challenges posed by
climate change.

Director Extension
Education, Dr Rajendra Prasad
Central Agricultural University,
Samastipur, Bihar, Dr MS
Kundu said the number of

KVKs in the country during
the last 45 years has increased
from 1 to 721 and scientists
need to work with passion for
desired real results on the
ground. 

He stressed that a team of
research scientists should reg-
ularly visit farmers’ fields to
assess the required modifica-
tion and refinement in the
existing technologies and
incorporate farmers 
priorities in future research
programmes.

Addressing the gathering,
BAU Vice Chancellor Dr
Onkar Nath Singh, who
chaired the meet, said majori-
ty of Jharkhand farmers are
small and marginal. 

Therefore, development of
low-cost, area-specific and sys-
tem-responsive technologies
should be a priority of scien-
tists. The university has initi-
ated several programmes to
relook at the needs, interests
and preferences of state farm-
ers, he added.
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The Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on

Friday issued the guidelines for
the transportation and han-
dling of the Covid-19 vaccines
by airlines and airport opera-
tors, directing them to pack the
vaccines in packets of dry ice.
“Passengers shall not be
allowed on board. Any other
occupants on board should
only be allowed if required
under demonstrated urgent
operational needs. (additional
flight crew for the return flight
or additional persons needed
for the cargo handling,” the
DGCA noted.

“Dry ice transforms into
carbon dioxide gas at temper-
atures higher than -78 degrees
Celsius under normal atmos-
pheric pressure and therefore it
is classified as “dangerous
goods” by the International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), it said.

“All operators while engag-
ing in transportation of
COVID-19 vaccines packed
with dry ice shall establish the
maximum quantity of dry ice
that can be loaded in a given
cargo hold or in the main deck
(passenger cabin) when a pas-
senger version is deployed for
all cargo operations,” the
DGCA noted.

“Non-scheduled operators,
including aircraft engaged in
general aviation that are
required to participate in the
carriage of Covid-19 vaccines
packed in dry ice, shall seek
specific approval before com-
mencing such operations.
Compliance with ICAO Doc
9284 (Technical Instructions
for the Safe Transport of
Dangerous Goods by Air) is
the responsibility of each oper-
ator,” it added.

Elaborating on the need to
package the vaccines with dry
ice the DGCA noted that the
temperature maintenance

requirement for Covid-19 vac-
cines is reported to be varying
from -8° C to -70° C and
hence, the use of refrigerant
material during the trans-
portation becomes essential.

“Though there may be dif-
ferent refrigerant options, use
of dry ice is the most com-
monly used, affordable and
readily available in the coun-
try for transportation of per-

ishable air. Dry ice continual-
ly sublimates at temperatures
higher than minus 78 degree
celsius under normal atmos-
pheric pressure,” the guidelines
said.

“The operator should take
all necessary steps to ensure
that the flight crew is not
harmed by carbon diaoxide
incapacitation or intoxication.
Any other occupants on board
should only be allowed if

required under demonstrated
urgent operational needs. (
additional flight crew for the
return flight or additional per-
sons needed for the cargo han-
dling. Adequate number of
CO2 detectors should be avail-

able in the cabin,” it said.
The country is preparing

for the roll-out of COVID-19
vaccines and the second
nationwide mock drill on the
drive was conducted on
January 8.
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Expressing confidence in the
efficacy of the Government

approved vaccines, the Indian
Medical Association (IMA),
the private medical doctors’
body in the country, on Friday
said that it is reaching out to its
members to get vaccinated
against Covid-19 with an aim
to ensure that ‘jab hesitancy
syndrome’ does not play spoil-
sport in the proposed Covid-
shot roll out.

“We have instructed and
guided all of our doctors to
come out openly and support
this programme, wherever it is
happening, both in terms of
manpower and infrastructure
cover,” said IMA National
President Dr JA Jayalal, in a
press conference here.

He added: “Our main con-
cern is to dispel any hesitancy
on the part of the people to
come out openly.”

The IMA has 1,800
branches across the country,

and has been vocal about rep-
resenting doctors’ needs
through the Covid-19 pan-
demic. There have been reports
and online surveys from across
the country showing that there
was considerable hesitation
even among the medical com-
munity to take the vaccine as
soon as it is available.

Dr Jayalal also said that he
expected Covaxin — the
indigenous vaccine developed
by Bharat Biotech — to pro-
duce 62-63 per cent efficacy,
but would “wholeheartedly
welcome” anything above 50
per cent efficacy.

Covaxin was granted
emergency use authorisation
alongside Serum Institute’s
Covishield on 2 January,
despite not having completed
its phase 3 trial. The subject
expert committee was criticised
for granting approval before an
interim analysis was conduct-
ed or efficacy data made pub-
lic.

“The safety part is tested in
phase 2, phase 3 is talking

about efficacy. The efficacy
part, 50 per cent is also pass
mark, 100 per cent is also pass
mark. Anything above 50 per
cent, we are wholeheartedly
welcoming that,” Jayalal said,
adding, “Covaxin has not com-
pleted the phase 3 trial, but still
it is safe. We are expecting it to
produce 62 to 63 per cent effi-
cacy.”

He further claimed the
vaccines approved by the sub-
ject expert committee would
protect against the UK strain,
even though there is no data in
the public domain to support
this.

“It’s only a small structur-
al change in the virus. The vac-
cine is absolutely effective
against the new strain,” he
said.

“We would like to tell the
public that the first vaccine is
still masking, social distancing,
and hand washing. Even dur-
ing vaccination or other treat-
ment, masking and social dis-
tancing should be followed,”
Jayalal said.
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Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech, whose intra-

muscular coronavirus vaccine
Covaxin has got emergency
approval last week, has now
sought drug controller nod to
conduct clinical trials for its
intranasal jab for the viral dis-
ease.

Sources in the DCGI said
that it  has applied for per-
mission to start Phase 1 and 2
trials of the ‘BBV154’ - a
novel adenovirus vectored,
intranasal vaccine for coron-
avirus – to be conducted at
various locations. The vaccine
will be a single-dose one.

The nasal vaccine is dif-
ferent from the two intra-
muscular vaccines which
recently got approval, due to
being non-invasive, needle-
free, not requiring trained
healthcare workers, eliminat-
ing needle-associated risks,
and suitable for children and
adults, having scalable manu-

facturing.
One drop of vaccine in

each of the nostrils is suffi-
cient, the firm said.

The pharma major has
tied up with Washington
University School of Medicine
in St Louis to develop novel
“ c h i m p - a d e n o v i r u s ”
(Chimpanzee adenovirus), a
single dose intranasal vac-
cine for COVID-19.

According to the firm, an
intranasal vaccine stimulates
a broad immune response at
the site of infection, in the
nasal mucosa, which is essen-
tial for blocking both infection
and transmission of Covid-19.

The preclinical trial of its
intranasal COVID-19 vaccine
was already completed for
toxicology, immunogenicity
and challenge studies.

The vaccine has demon-
strated protective efficacy in
mice and hamsters. Mice and
hamsters immunised with its
single dose conferred superi-
or protection against SARS-

CoV-2 challenge, “more so
than one or two intramuscu-
lar immunisations of the same
vaccine and dose”.

“Thus, intranasal immu-
nisation of ChAd-SARS-CoV-
2-S can create an immune
response in the nose, which is
the point of entry for the
virus, thereby protecting
against disease, infection and
transmission,” Bharat Biotech
said in a statement.

On January 3, Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin and Oxford-
AstraZeneca’s Covishield
manufactured by Serum
Institute of India - were
approved for restricted emer-
gency use. Both are two-dose
vaccines.

While the full efficacy of
Covaxin is yet to be deter-
mined, it was given go-ahead
by the DCGI citing ‘public
interest’. Covaxin is an indige-
nously developed vaccine by
Bharat Biotech, in collabora-
tion with the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR).
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The CBI has filed a supple-
mentar y chargesheet

against four Gurugram police
officers for falsely implicating
a school bus conductor,
extorting confession from him
and fabricating documents
against him in the 2017
Gurgaon school murder case
relating to the killing of a
seven-year old student. The
CBI has cleared the conductor
Ashok Kumar of the school
bus who was initially a suspect
in the case as per the Gurgaon
police probe.

In its supplementar y
chargesheet in the case, the
CBI underscored that “there is
sufficient evidence for prose-
cution” against the four police
officials for allegedly impli-
cating the bus conductor and

accusing him of murder and
sexual assault. In the February
2018 chargesheet, the CBI
had named a juvenile in con-
flict with law as the prime
accused for the murder of the
seven year old boy. The spe-
cial court has fixed January 15
as the date for taking cogni-
sance of the chargesheet.

The bus conductor was
arrested by Gurugram police
on September 8, 2017 but a
special court released him on
bail on February 28, 2018.

Kumar had earlier alleged
that he was tortured, beaten,
hung upside down and his
head submerged in water by
police officials to obtain a con-
fession from him.

Kumar had said. “I was
asked to parade before the
media and they humiliated me
in front of my family and pub-

lic. Since then, I have had
sleepless nights and I am still
trying to regain my lost self-
esteem and reputation.”    

The four police officials
have been charged for framing
incorrect documents like daily
diary entries, voluntarily caus-
ing hurt to extort 
confession, criminal intimi-
dation and disobeying the
law for seeking the conduc-
tor’s attendance for investiga-
tion to his prejudice.

“The Central Bureau of
Investigation has filed a sup-
plementar y chargesheet
against four then officials of
Haryana Police including
ACP, Inspector, SI etc. in the
Court of Special Judicial
Magistrate,  CBI Cases,
Panchkula (Haryana) in an
on-going investigation of a
case,” the CBI said in a 

statement.
CBI had registered the

case on September 22, 2017 on
the request of Har yana
Government and took over
the investigation of the said
case, earlier registered by the
Police Station Bhondsi,
Gurugram (Haryana) on
September 8, 2017. 

The case related to mur-
der of a 7-year old boy, a stu-
dent of Class II at a private
school (Vidyalaya), Sohna
Road, Gurugram (Haryana)
on September 8, 2017.

“It was revealed during
CBI investigation that the
conductor earlier arrested by
Gurugram Police was not
involved in this murder case.
Further investigation of the
case was continued. During
further investigation, the
alleged role of said Police

officials came to light and a
supplementary chargesheet
was therefore filed against
them,” it said.

After investigation based
on scientific evidence includ-
ing inspection of scene of
crime, forensic examination,
minute analysis of CCTV
footage, analysis of various call
records, circumstantial evi-
dence and examination of
several  persons,  the 
CBI had apprehended a 
student of senior class of the
said school on November 7,
2017. 

After investigation, a
chargesheet was filed on
February 5, 2018 under IPC
section relating to murder
against the arrested “juvenile
child in conflict with law” who
was also a student of senior
class at the school.
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Ahead of Prime Minister’s
visit to the poll-bound

West Bengal in the third week
of this month, BJP president J
P Nadda is flying to the State
on Saturday to launch the
party’s campaign titled ‘Ek
Muthi Chawal Sangharsh’ in
Burdwan district to counter the
Opposition’s charge that the
BJP Government at the Centre
is not sympathetic to the farm-
ers 

According to the BJP
media-in-charge head Anil
Baluni,  Nadda will launch the
rice collection campaign in
Burdwan district. This cam-
paign initiative will be pre-
cursor to party workers visit-
ing farming households across
48,000 villages to collect rice.

“It is a month-long drive to
collect rice, which will then be
used for a community meal for
farmers, and the poor,”  he said.

The BJP President would
stress on the theme of
‘strengthening farmers’ in the
state.

Against the backdrop of
ongoing farmers agitation on
the outskirts of Delhi running
44-days, the party has instruct-
ed its functionaries to carry out
door-to-door campaigns, write
letters and hold meetings local-
ly across the states covering all
the booths to dismiss the alle-
gations that the farm bills are
aimed at providing benefit to
corporates.

What the party president
will initiate will be taken fur-

ther by the functionaries at all
booth levels. The party has
already underlined how farm-
ers in the state have been
deprived of the benefits of the
Kisan Samman Nidhi that
offers Rs six thousand a year to
farmers through direct bank
transfer, said the BJP.

This will be Nadda’s sec-
ond visit to West Bengal. Last
year on December 10, during
a two-day visit, Nadda’s convoy
allegedly came under attack
which invited sharp response
from union home minister
Amit Shah who later visited the
state.

Nadda will also hold road-
show in Burdwan and hold.
Press conference, said Baluni
in a statement. 

Prime Minister is expect-
ed to visit the state on January
21.
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Maharashtra-cadre IPS offi-
cer Subodh Kumar

Jaiswal on Friday assumed the
charge of Director General,
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF). Prior to this, he
was serving as Director
General of Police,
Maharashtra, since February
28, 2019.

On his arrival at CISF
headquarters here on Friday,
Jaiswal was received by Sudhir
Kumar Saxena, SDG (HQ)
and other senior officers of
CISF and a Ceremonial Guard

of Honour was presented to
him.

Jaiswal holds a Master’s
degree in Business
Administration. He had joined
Indian Police Service (IPS) in
1985 at the age of 23 and was
allotted Maharashtra cadre.

During his career span-
ning 35 years, he has held
many important and sensitive
positions in the state of
Maharashtra and on Central
Deputation. 

In his earlier stint on
Central deputation, Jaiswal
served as Assistant Inspector
General and Deputy Inspector

General in the Special
Protection Group (SPG). He
has also served as Joint
Secretary and Additional
Secretary in the Cabinet
Secretariat.

Jaiswal has been decorated
with the President’s Police
Medal for Meritorious Service
in the year 2001, President’s
Police Medal for Distinguished
Service in 2009, Asadharan
Suraksha Seva Praman Patra
(ASSPP) in 2020, Internal
Security Medal, Govt. of India
and Special Service Medal,
Government of Maharashtra, a
CISF statement said.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has attached assets in

the form of fixed deposit worth
�20.26 crore of Gujarat-based
Crystal Crop Protection P. Ltd.
under the provisions of
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

Investigation under PMLA
was initiated by ED on the basis
of FIR registered by CBI,
Gandhinagar for commission of
offence under Indian Penal
Code Sections relating to crim-
inal conspiracy and cheating
besides provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
against AK Singh, then Joint
Director, DGFT, Ahmedabad,
Nand Kishore Agarwal, Ankur
Agarwal, Mohit Kumar Goel,
directors of Crystal Crop
Protection P. Ltd. (CCPL) and
others for committing fraud of
Rs 20.26 crore with the gov-
ernment exchequer in con-
nivance with the concerned
public servant, the ED said.

The accused firm CCPL

purchased duty free import
authorisation (DFIA) license
from an exporter and used the
same for claim of refund of ter-
minal excise duty (TED) on
local procurement of insecti-
cides from Modern Papers, a
Jammu-based unit.

“The investigation revealed
that the said DFIA license enti-
tled them to refund of the ter-
minal excise duty in case of
local procurement. However,
since CCPL had procured
goods from the Jammu-based
unit, and since excise duty was
exempted on the said goods,
CCPL was not entitled for pay-
ment and subsequent refund of
TED,” the ED said in a state-
ment.

Moreover, CCPL had
claimed refund of TED on
such goods which were pur-
chased by them prior to
issuance of the advance release
order by the DGFT. Thus, by
making fraudulent claims,
CCPL got a refund of TED to
the tune of �20.26 crores from
the DGFT, Ahmedabad. 
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Forest staff in Maharashtra
have ‘lathis’ to defend

themselves while  in
Karnataka they are seen
roaming in ‘Chappals’ (slip-
pers), the Supreme Court on
Friday said while expressing
concern as how they will pro-
tect the law and environment

against heavily armed poach-
ers. 

The top court wondered
as to how forest rangers in
Assam are well armed while
in other States they are not
even adequately dressed and
said that it may pass orders to
provide arms, bullet proof
vests and helmets to officers
above a certain rank to defend
themselves from poachers.
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KIyyappan, assistant secretary to
Speaker of Kerala Legislative

Assembly P Sreeramakrishnan, is being
questioned by the Customs Department
at Thiruvananthapuram on Friday.

Though Sreeramakrishnan tried all
‘weapons’ in his armoury to prevent the
Customs officials from summoning his
assistant secretary, the legal advisors of
the department told the former ‘point
blank’ that there were no provisions in
the rule book which made Iyyappan
above the law.

Sreeramakrishnan’s contention was
that any staff members of the Speaker’s
office could be questioned by the agency
only with his permission.

“We told the Speaker that even he
could be summoned  for questioning,”
said a senior Customs official. The
assistant secretary is being grilled by the
Customs in connection with the hawala
transactions in which Sreeramakrishnan
is alleged to have played a major role.

The Customs Department has
zeroed in on charges of US Dollars worth
crores of Indian rupees were illegally sent
from Thiruvananthapuram to a West
Asian nation with the concurrence of the
UAE Consulate in the capital city.

The Customs Department hit upon
the hawala deal while probing the gold
smuggling scam which was busted by it
in last July. Swapna Suresh, Sarath and
Sandeep Nair who were arrested by the
NIA in connection with the gold smug-
gling are believed to have spilled the
beans about the role of “persons in high-
er places” in the scam.

Ramesh Chennithala, leader of the
opposition and K Surendran, BJP Kerala
chief said that there were enough evi-
dences linking Sreeramakrishnan with
Swapna Suresh, the kingpin in gold scam.
Though the  Speaker denied the reports
as mere allegations, the details of the tele-
phonic calls between him and Swapna
and the videos featuring the duo demol-
ished his alibis.

Once Iyyappan’s questioning is com-
pleted, the Customs will summon
Sreeramakrishnan himself for grilling,
making him the first Speaker of the
Legislative assembly to be questioned by
a central agency on charges of smuggling
and hawala. 

The CPI(M) leadership in Kerala has
told the Speaker to delay his appearance
before the Customs till the assembly ses-
sion which commenced on Friday con-
cludes after the passing of the State
Budget 2021-22.
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Aday after M K Stalin, president, DMK,
alleged that the new Farm Laws enacted

by the Centre would disposes the farm lands
from the farmers and deny them the rights
to cultivate in their own farms,  it was the turn
of Arif Mohammed Khan, Governor of
neighbouring Kerala to lambast the BJP-led
Government  for the anti-farmer, anti-peo-
ple and anti-Kerala laws.

Delivering the inaugural speech of the
2021-22 budget session of the Kerala
Legislative Assembly on Friday, the Governor
alleged that the new farm bills would push the
State into a major crisis.  “These  agrarian  laws
will  undermine  regulated  markets,  result
in  eventual demise   of   minimum   support
price   and   tilt   the balance  of  bargaining
power  definitively  in  favour  of corporate
middle  men.  Kerala being  a  consumer State
is  also  going  to  be  adversely  affected  by
the amendment  of  Essential  Commodities
Act,  1955 and the  resultant  hoarding and
profiteering,” said the Governor.

Referring to the arrest of M Sivsankar, the
former principal secretary to Chief Minister
M Sivsankar in connection with the gold
smuggling scam and the questioning of C N
Raveendran, the chief minister’s  all power-
ful additional secretary, the Governor lam-

basted central agencies for their high-hand-
ed activities. But the Governor did not name
the officers mentioned above in his speech

“Actions  of certain Central Government
agencies have overstepped   the  constitutional
countours  and  are impeding  the  develop-
ment  activities  and  flagship programmes
undertaken  by  the  State.  This has had a
demoralising  effect  on  honest  and  hard
working officers.  In  such  a  situation  co-
operative  federalism will  lose  its  content
and  remain  only  in  form.  My Government
has   made   this   position   abundantly clear
before the  public  and  its  communication
with the  Centre,” said the Governor.

The rest of the speech was an account of
how Kerala became the role model for the
world in countering the Covid-19 pandem-
ic with the active cooperation of the local self
government bodies, doctors, nurses and
para medical staff. The State, the Governor
claimed, ensured that the entire population
got their three square meals every day with-
out any help from the Centre.

The Congress-led Opposition raised slo-
gans while the Governor was delivering the
speech and walked out of the House demand-
ing the immediate resignation of P
Sreeramakrishnan, the Speaker, for his alleged
role in gold smuggling scam and hawala oper-
ations.
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Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar is likely to sub-

mit his report to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on the
state of affairs in Bengal when
he meets him in New Delhi on
Saturday.

Though there was no dis-
closure from the Governor’s
office on the agenda of
Saturday’s meeting, some
sources said that the two lead-
ers could discuss the political-
ly volatile situation in Bengal
which is going to polls a few
months from now.

The Governor who has
been highly critical of the way
the Bengal Government func-
tions and who has often
expressed his apprehensions
about possible bloodshed in the
coming elections, may talk in
favour of bringing additional
number of central forces than
what is usually required for an
election in the State, sources
said.

Dhankhar may also speak
in favour of hastening up the
imposition of model code of
conduct so as to bring the
allegedly deteriorating law and

order situation in the State
under control, sources said
referring to his statement a
couple of days ago when he said
that there was a need to
improve the reputation of
Bengal as a poll-bound state.

On whether the Saturday’s
meeting has anything to do
with what transpired between
him and Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee when she
paid an “unscheduled” visit at
Raj Bhavan holding an hour-
long meeting with Dhankhar a
couple of days ago, officials said
“the two  are different issues
and may not be related.”

The Governor has not only
been critical of the State’s
alleged deteriorating law and
order situation but he also
alleged how the bureaucrats of
Bengal had become politically
henpecked. He earlier said how
a number of IPS and other offi-
cers were acting as politi-
calservants of a particular polit-
ical outfit (read Trinamool
Congress)instead of acting as
servants of Constitution.

Dhankhar’s meeting with
the Home Minister is likely to
coincide with BJP national
president JP Nadda’s second

visit to Bengal when he will
hold a road show at erstwhile
Left bastion of Burdwan, some
75 miles from Kolkata.

Nadda is likely to launch a
campaign christened “ek
mutho chaal” (a handful of
rice), party sources said adding
he will visit the residences of
farmers where he will accept
“anna daan” (accepting grains)
from them. Nadda will also
hold a “Krishak Suraksha Gram
Sabha” (village meet on farm-
ers’ safety) at Katwa town in the
same district.

Meanwhile, the State police
administration on Friday with-
drew permission of Nadda’s
road show down CS Road in
Burdwan sensing security
problems, sources said adding
the administration had offered
to five permission for road
show via GT Road instead.

Elsewhere the BJP leaders

Kailash Vijaybargiya, Mukul
Roy and Suvendu Adhikary on
Friday held a massive rally at
Nandigram from where they
said vowed to bring Parivartan
of Parivartan (change of
change) in apparent reference
to the political change brought
in 2011 by Mamata Banerjee
overthrowing the Left Front
Government.

Saying that the movement
against Tata Nano plant at
Singur in which he too had
taken part with the Chief
Minister was a big blunder, Roy
said that “after we come to
power in Bengal we will joint-
ly appeal to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to return the
Tata company to the State.”

Attacking the Chief
Minister for failing the people
of Nandigram where 14 people
had died in a police firing while
they were taking part in a land
movement in 2007,
Vijaybargiya said that “the offi-
cers who were involved in the
firing were now members of
the Trinamool Congress…
instead of sending them to jail
as promised the Chief 
Minister has made them her
friends.”

New Delhi: Haryana Chief
Minister, Manohar Lal has
expressed hope that the
demand of various farmers’
organizations regarding the
new farm laws can only be
resolved through the medium
of mutual dialogue.

The Chief Minister said
this while interacting with
media persons after meeting
Union Home Minister, Mr.
Amit Shah late evening in New
Delhi today. 

The Chief Minister said
that a solution will definitely be
reached through a round of dis-
cussions. He said that now
when various issues are being
discussed together, the possi-
bilities of resolving the matter
pertaining to the said acts is
now stronger, which is why the
plan for the forthcoming meet-
ing has also been
fixed.

The Chief Minister said

that apart from the three Farm
Reforms Acts, there are many
other topics on which discus-
sions are also going on.

Responding to a question
regarding the demands of

farmers' organizations for
repealing of the said Acts,
Chief Minister said that if this
had been the case then the
negotiations would have
already ended.
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Pratapgarh (UP): A dolphin
was beaten to death by a group
of men in Uttar Pradesh's
Pratapgarh, leading to the arrest
of three people, police said on
Friday.

According to police, some
people killed the dolphin on
December 31 in the Sharda
canal near Kotharia village in the
Nawabganj police station area,

about 70 km way from the dis-
trict headquarters.   A Forest
Department team rushed to the
spot on getting information and
took the dead dolphin in cus-
tody. During investigation,
names of three persons belong-
ing to Rae Bareli district surfaced
and they were arrested on
Thursday, ASP (West) Dinesh
Dwivedi said. PTI

Bulandshahr/Lucknow: Five
people have died and 16 others
hospitalised after allegedly con-
suming spurious liquor in Uttar
Pradesh's Bulandshahr district,
police said on Friday.

The authorities have sus-
pended four policemen and
removed three senior Meerut
zone excise officials from their
post for laxity. An excise
inspector and three other
members of the department
have also be suspended.

Police have also arrested
the main accused, identified as
Kuldeep.

According to a govern-
ment spokesperson in
Lucknow, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has directed offi-
cials to initiate stern action
under the National Security Act
and the Gangsters Act in the
case.

Bulandshahr Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Santosh Kumar Singh said
some people had fallen sick at
Jeet Garhi village of the district
on Wednesday night after con-

suming liquor purchased from
Kuldeep.

They were admitted to a
hospital, where five of them,
aged 45 to 60, died till Friday
morning, he said, adding that
16 people are currently under-
going treatment.  The SSP said
it has surfaced that the liquor
was being sold in the area for
some time. Therefore, the
Sikandrabad police station in-
charge, the Anokhepuri chow-
ki in-charge and two constables
have been suspended, he
added.

Meanwhile, Additional
Chief Secretary (Excise) Sanjay
Bhoosreddy removed Meerut
zone Joint Excise
Commissioner Rajeshmani
Tripathi, Deputy Excise
Commissioner Suresh Chanda
Patel and Bulandshahr District
Excise Officer Sanjay Kumar
Tripathi for laxity in supervi-
sion. They have been 
attached to the Excise
Commissionerate.

Sikandarabad Excise
Inspector Prabhat Vardhan,

Chief Constable Ram Babu
and two other constables
Srikant Som and Salim Ahmed
have also been suspended,
Bhoosreddy said, adding that
they have prima facie been
found lacking in discharge of
their duties and departmental
action has also been ordered
against them.

Four of the deceased were
identified as Satish, Kalua,
Ranjit and Sukhpal, police said.

Meanwhile, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
attacked the state BJP govern-
ment for "frequent" Hooch
tragedies.

"Similar cases have been
reported from Lucknow and
Barabanki in the past," he told
reporters in Banda. 

UP Congress chief Ajay
Kumar Lallu too cited recent
hooch tragedies and demand-
ed strict measures to ban the
sale of spurious liquor.

"After all, who is respon-
sible for these deaths? The
chief minister should answer,"
he added. PTI

Jaipur: Revenue Department
on the instructions of Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot in the
last days in the State Special
Girdawari will be conducted in
the affected hailstorm, cold
wave and Patra affected areas.

Principal Secretary,
Revenue and Disaster
Management Shri Anand
Kumar informed that January
2, January 3

And on January 4, 2027,
due to hailstorm, cold wave and
Palra fall in the state, the dis-
tricts in which the crop

Has been harmed, their
preliminary notice has been
obtained.  Kota, Alwar on 2
January and 3 January

Information has been
received about the crop in
Bundi and Bundi district, while
the crop in Bundi and Nagaur
district on 4 January.
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Two young boys,who had
inadvertently crossed the

line of control between India
and Pakistan in the Poonch
sector, were reunited with their
families shortly after their cus-
todies were handed over to
their respective armies on
Friday.

Defence PRO in Jammu
said, "On 31 December 2020,
Master Ali Haider, a 14 year old
boy from Mirpur district of
Pakistan Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir (POJK)  had inad-
vertently crossed over to India
in the Poonch District of
Jammu and Kashmir. The boy
seemed innocent and was
immediately provided with
clothing, food and shelter".
According to him, "On 03
January, a request was quickly

made to Pakistan Authorities to
repatriate him on humanitari-
an grounds". 

"Pakistan authorities were
also reminded of our earlier
request to repatriate an Indian

boy named Mohammed Bashir
who had inadvertently crossed
over to Pakistan from the
Poonch Sector on 24 December
2020".     Defence PRO said,
"Pak Authorities finally accept-

ed the proposal
on 06 January 21.
With the support
of J&K Police and
Civil administra-
tion, Ali Haider
was repatriated to
Pakistan via
P o o n c h
R a w a l a k o t
Crossing Point on
Friday. Pakistan
Authorities also
handed over
Shabir s/o
M o h a m m e d
Bashir after 16
days of staying in
Pakistan cus-
tody". The offi-

cers on both sides received the
custody of young boys and
handed them gifts  as a token
of gesture while their custodies
were handed over at the line of
control. 
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A19-year-old school student was
allegedly raped by her neighbour in

her house at gunpoint and thrown off the
terrace as she tried to raise an alarm over
the incident, police said on Friday.

The girl suffered severe injuries from
the fall and is undergoing treatment at
Deendayal Upadhyay Government
Hospital in Moradabad, Dilari Police sta-
tion SHO Satraj Singh said.

The incident occurred in a village
under Dilari Police station area on
Tuesday night when woman's neighbour
Arvind Singh sneaked into her house
through terrace and allegedly raped the
girl at the gunpoint.          When the girl
sought to raise an alarm to awaken her
sleeping family members, Arvind
allegedly pushed her off the terrace, said
police.          The woman's family mem-
bers, who rushed her to a nearby gov-
ernment hospital in Thakurdwara, said
the local police, initially did not include
the charge of rape in the First
Information Report lodged over the
incident.

The police only included charges of
outraging modesty, trespass and causing
hurt in the FIR lodged on the day of the

incident, but they included the rape
charge after the intervention from
Moradabad's Senior Superintendent of
Police Prabhakar Choudhury.        

SSP Chaudhary said the victim after
gaining consciousness, recorded her
statement before a magistrate under sec-
tion 164 of the Criminal Procedure Code,
in which she accused her neighbour of
raping her.        

Accordingly, the rape charge too was
added in the FIR and the accused arrest-
ed and sent to jail under judicial custody,
the SSP said.      

SHO Singh denying the allegation of
the woman's father saying that the police
performed its duties properly and all
charges of the incident were included in
the FIR while the rape charge was added
after the victim's made her statement
under section 164 of the CrPC.

The victim too was shifted to
Deendayal Upadhyay Government
Hospital in Moradabad, he said.          The
victim was also medically examined for
rape and other injuries in the hospital,
but the hospital's chief medical officer,
Dr Sunita, did not disclose the findings
of the medical examination,  including
the details of the woman's various phys-
ical injuries. 
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Amethi (UP): A 42-year-old
man has been arrested for
allegedly raping a minor Dalit
girl in a village under the juris-
diction of the Shukul Bazar
police station here, a police offi-
cial said.  The 15-year-old girl
had gone to attend nature's call
on Wednesday evening when
the man who lives in a neigh-
bouring village raped her, said
SHO Bazar Shukul Ravindra
Singh, citing the complaint

given by the girl's father.
An FIR has been lodged on

the basis of the complaint
under the Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act
and the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, he said. 

The accused has been
arrested and the girl has been
sent for medical examination,
the SHO said. PTI
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Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh
reported 319 fresh
Coronavirus cases, 308 recov-
eries and one death in 24 hours
ending 9 am on Friday.

The cumulative confirmed
positive cases so far touched
8,84,490 after 1.22 crore sam-
ple tests, with an overall infec-
tion positivity rate of 7.24 per
cent, a health department bul-
letin said.     The total recov-
eries stood at 8,74,531 and
deaths 7,127, leaving 2,832

active cases, it said.
Krishna district report-

ed 46 fresh cases and one
death in a day.     Chittoor
added 44 and Guntur 39 new
cases while 10 other districts
reported less than 30 fresh
cases each.     After a lull for
several days, wherein it saw
daily new COVID-19 cases
below 10, Kurnool added 26
anew in 24 hours, pushing its
active caseload upwards to 
|97. PTI 
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Panaji: The Goa Tourism
department has  Decided to
impose a fine of Rs 10,000 for
drinking on beaches after sev-
eral areas were found littered
with bottles post new year cel-
ebrations, an official said on
Friday.

State Tourism Director
Menino D'Souza told PTI that
boards cautioning people
against drinking on beaches
have been installed.

The state government, in
January 2019, amended the
Tourist Trade Act imposing
fine of Rs 2,000 for individuals
and Rs 10,000 for groups
drinking on beaches, he said.

"The tourism department
will enforce the amended Act
through police. Once we have
our Tourist Police Force, we
will be able to do it on our
own," he added. PTI
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P
erhaps the second-most
important problem — the
first being the COVID-19
pandemic — that

President-elect Joe Biden would
inherit on assumption of office as
President of the United States
would be the situation in
Afghanistan. The danger of the
Taliban taking over the country
has never been more real than
now since their ouster from
power in 2001. The question is:
What should and can the
Americans do at this juncture?
For answers, one must start by
looking at what is now happen-
ing in that country.

The first thing that strikes one
is the sharp escalation of the
Taliban’s ruthless drive to capture
power by mounting fierce attacks
on the Government’s forces in the
countryside and terror strikes in
Kabul ever since the Trump
Administration signed a peace
treaty with them on February 29,
2020. Particularly alarming is
their new emphasis on targeted
killing of individuals such as
journalists, civil society activists,
physicians, champions of democ-
racy and Government officials.

Besides the Islamic State,
which has claimed to have perpe-
trated a couple of attacks, nobody
has claimed responsibility for the
rest. In a report in The
Washington Post datelined
January 2, 2021, Pamela
Constable and Sharif Hassan
cited a voicemail response in
which the chief Taliban
spokesman, Zabiullah Mujahid,
said that the militant outfit had
nothing to do with the killings.
Blaming these on the Afghan
Government’s intelligence agency,
he said that the country would
need “educated” Afghans when
peace finally came.

The Afghan Government offi-
cials have, on the other hand, held
the Taliban responsible for the
growing violence and the killing
of individuals. The Washington
Post report mentioned above cites
them as saying that they had made
a number of arrests, and the
Interior Minister, Massoud
Andarabi, as telling Afghan law-
makers that, according to those
arrested, the attacks were planned
by a cell in Logar province. The
report also quotes First Vice-
President Amrullah Saleh, a for-
mer national intelligence chief, as
tweeting that unclaimed bomb-
ings and targeted assassinations of
civil society activists were “pillars
of the Taliban terror campaign
linked to their negotiating strat-

egy”. It quoted him as further
saying that they wanted to
break the Afghan people’s polit-
ical will and demand impossi-
ble concessions.

Anyone familiar with the
Taliban’s ways, and those of
their masters — Pakistan’s noto-
rious Directorate-General of
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
— would know that the
Afghans are right. An analysis
of the purpose of the terror
strikes will also support this
conclusion. These are clearly
aimed at achieving three objec-
tives — to terrorise people into
not resisting their violent take-
over bid, to delegitimise the
Afghan State by projecting it as
one incapable of protecting the
people, and to warn the incom-
ing Biden Administration not
to change the terms of the
February 29 treaty.

As to the first, there is, by
all accounts, a climate of fear
and a feeling of siege in Kabul
as well as the countryside, at
least one-half of which is under
the Taliban’s control. People are
afraid to come out of their
homes. Many are beginning to
believe that a take-over by the
Taliban is inevitable and, hence,
it is best to hedge their bets.

As for the attempt to dele-
gitimise the Afghan
Government, the latter has not
been sitting on its hands. First
Vice-President Amrullah Saleh,
whom President Ashraf Ghani
has put in charge of the Afghan
capital’s security, has produced
a plan, called the ‘Kabul Security
Compact’. While it has pro-
duced some results in terms of
reducing crime, continuing ter-
ror strikes and targeted killings
are perpetuating a climate of

intense insecurity. A report by
Thomas Gibbons-Neff and
Fatima Faizi in The New York
Times of November 7, 2020,
shows how the terror strikes and
the targeted killings by motor-
bike-borne terrorists or through
the attachment of magnetic
bombs to vehicles, have led to
growing popular discontent
with the Afghan Government
for failing to protect its citizens
— promises notwithstanding.

The third possible objec-
tive, to warn the incoming
Biden Administration not to
change the terms of the
February 29 treaty, indicates
how advantageous the terms
are to the Taliban. These bind
the US to reduce its forces in
Afghanistan to 8,600 — with its
allies drawing down their forces
proportionately — within the
first 135 days of the agreement
coming into force. A complete
withdrawal of the US forces will
be effected within 14 months.
It also calls for an exchange of
5,000 Taliban fighters held by
the Afghan Government with
1,000 Afghan security force
prisoners with the Taliban by
March 10, 2020, when talks
between the Afghan
Government and the Taliban
were due to start. Also, the US
would not only lift the sanc-
tions it had imposed on the
Taliban but work with the
United Nations to lift those that
the latter had imposed on it.

The question here is
whether the incoming Biden
Administration would stand
by and watch if the Taliban
sought to storm into power by
terrorising into inaction all
those who are opposed to it,
and undermining the Afghan

Government’s credibility and
ability to resist through a cam-
paign of unremitting violence
and terror. Or, would it inter-
vene and, if so, in what manner?
The question that follows is:
Why should the US intervene?
There are two dimensions to
any discussion on the matter —
strategic and geo-political in
terms of the US’s interests, and
moral in terms of protecting
and furthering human free-
dom that it always swears by.

The consequences of not
doing anything or enough to
stop the Taliban from coming
to power would be disastrous
for the US. It turned its atten-
tion away from Afghanistan
after the withdrawal of the
Russian troops in February
1989. It did nothing even when
the Taliban, formed in 1994 by
Pakistan’s ISI, turned
Afghanistan into a medieval
hell and put all women virtu-
ally under house arrest, besides
enabling Osama bin-Laden
and the al-Qaida to function
freely. The result was 9/11. It
may be a different kind of
attack this time, and the target,
instead of being in mainland
US like the two World Trade
Centre buildings, may be
American interests abroad.
There, however, will be an
attack or attacks because the
Taliban is committed to impos-
ing its own joyless, puritanical
and anti-women brand of
Salafist Islam and Sharia rule
worldwide. The US, with its
massive military and econom-
ic power, is not just a major
roadblock on its way. The
country is the embodiment of
a way of life that is anathema
to it. Based on the modernity

evolving in the matrix of the
Renaissance and 18th century
Enlightenment, its ethos is
defined by its enshrinement of
“Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness” in its Declaration of
Independence as among the
inalienable rights given to all
humans by their creator, and its
life is marked by forward
movement towards greater
gender justice and personal
and sexual freedom.

There is thus a deep cultur-
al component to the visceral
hatred that the Taliban and all
fundamentalist Islamist entities
harbour towards the US.
President-elect Biden must
bear this in mind and chart
America’s strategy toward the
Taliban accordingly. The need
to attend to the strategic and
military compulsions arising
from such a situation is
increased by the moral dimen-
sion, deriving from the
Taliban’s attitude to women as
mentioned above. How the
Taliban treated them when in
power becomes clear from the
following account by Lt-Gen
Kamal Moinuddin (Retd) of
the Pakistan Army in the
Taliban Phenomenon:
Afghanistan 1994-97:

“Girls are being denied
education; women have been
prevented from working. If
they leave their house, they
have to be covered from head
to foot with a veil (burqa);
besides being veiled, the
women have to be accompa-
nied by a male relative when
they venture out on the streets.
Shopkeepers have been direct-
ed not to sell goods to unveiled
women. Rickshaw drivers are
not to pick up women passen-
gers unless they are fully cov-
ered. Women caught violating
these rules are imprisoned, as
are the shopkeepers and rick-
shaw-drivers.”

The argument that the
Taliban have changed does not
hold. In an article titled The false
inclusivity of the Taliban’s emirate
(www.aljazeera.com), datelined
October 26, 2020, Mehdi J
Hakimi writes:
“Notwithstanding repeated
claims that they support women’s
rights, for instance, the Taliban
has continued to attack girls’
schools. Also, women and young
people, while comprising most of
the country’s population, are
conspicuously missing from the
Taliban’s negotiating team.”

The conclusion is simple.
The incoming Biden
Administration must not
shrink from intervening to
prevent the Taliban from
storming into power riding a
wave of escalating violence.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The storming of the Capitol
Hill by outgoing US President
Donald Trump’s supporters is
shocking because it is a direct
assault on democracy and a cry-
ing shame. Though Trump claims
that Joe Biden won the elections
fraudulently but he has failed to
come out with any concrete proof.

It was really a dark day in the
history of the US that the vandal-
ism and violence — which
claimed at least four lives — took
place when it should have been
a smooth transition of power.
Trump’s call to his supporters to
torch the Capitol is highly repre-
hensible and disgraceful. This
sort of anarchy cannot be toler-
ated in a democracy.

A high-level investigation
should be ordered into the inci-
dent and the circumstances lead-
ing up to it and those involved in
the violence should be suitably
penalised as it would serve as a
lesson to would-be vandals. Also,
the authorities concerned should
see to it that Biden’s swearing-in
ceremony on January 20 takes
place without any untoward inci-
dent or embarrassment to the
world’s oldest democracy.

Sravana Ramachandran
Chennai
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Sir — Prashant Kishore, the chief
strategist for the Trinamool
Congress (TMC), is on the wrong
foot this time. That the strategist
of such repute is now making
bizarre statements shows the
party’s desperation.

The swing as of now appears
to be in favour of the BJP. The

unprecedented exodus of the
party’s leaders and elected rep-
resentatives, which the party
had never experienced earlier,
has caught Mamata Banerjee by
surprise. The entire party is
dejected and gloomy about its
impending defeat as it is increas-
ingly becoming clearer that the
TMC may not reach even a
respectable figure in the upcom-

ing Assembly elections.
The people of West Bengal,

fed up of extortion, political
murders, poor law and order sit-
uation, poor administration and
corruption, are supporting the
BJP in strength and want to
change the State Government.
The exodus is really telling a story. 

Gundu K Maniam
Barrackpore
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Sir — Perhaps there is something
in their seat of power that com-
pels Governors to behave in a
specific way against the ‘interests’
of the State Governments.
Former Chief Justice of India P
Sathasivam, who was Kerala’s
Governor for five years, was in
the eye of the storm on more
than one occasion.

Sathasivam’s successor Arif
Mohammad Khan has demon-
strated that he is no less when it
comes to taking on the State
Government. Khan objected to
the convening of the special ses-
sion of Kerala Assembly to discuss
the contentious farmers’ issue.
Although he later agreed to a
revised request of the
Government, his demeanour is
definitely a sign of things to come. 

Governors have always been
a subject of ferocious debate
among the media, public and
politicians, so much so that there
were suggestions in some quar-
ters to abolish the Governor’s
post altogether though that
sounds too radical a proposition.

Ganapathi Bhat
Akola
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S
ustainability has been on the agenda for us
for a while but it never piqued our minds so
aggressively. COVID-19 has accelerated the
adoption of sustainable practices as never

before. It has taught companies that there can no
longer be business as usual. We have been provid-
ed a once-in-a-generation opportunity to heal the
environmental damage caused by overexploitation
and unsustainable business practices. It is time now
to press the reset button, build resilience and cre-
ate long term value that is inclusive, equitable and
sustainable.

We are seeing a growing realisation that busi-
nesses should play an active role in changing the
world for the better. Hence, a great deal of money
has been flowing into the social sector. Like indi-
vidual citizens who have moral and social respon-
sibilities, businesses are being perceived as corpo-
rate citizens who need to commit a part of their
time, talent and resources for the welfare of soci-
ety as they draw their sustenance from it. Corporate
Social Responsibility better known by its acronym
CSR is a business approach that aims at managing
an organisation in a way that it contributes
towards sustainable development by delivering
social, economic and environmental benefits to all
its stakeholders.

Corporate altruism in India has found a new
purpose since the advent of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. With the nationwide lockdown upending
economic activity on the one hand and disrupting
lives, especially of the poor, on the other, compa-
nies have not only opened their purse strings but
also rolled up their sleeves to respond proactive-
ly to the pandemic. Over the past few months, cor-
porates have been using all or most of their CSR
kitty to combat the outbreak, be it through con-
tribution to the PM CARES Fund, other relief
funds, distribution of food, masks, personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE) kits or relief material to
the needy.

The CSR agenda now has a wider role in pan-
demic management, with the Government expand-
ing the scope of CSR spending to include compa-
nies engaged in research and development (R&D)
of new vaccines, drugs and medical devices.
These amendments to the CSR rules permit such
companies to categorise as CSR activity any
COVID-related R&D activity even if it is under-
taken as part of its normal course of business.

There have been two more policy changes; the
first was to allow all donations for COVID-relat-
ed efforts to be eligible for 100 per cent tax deduc-
tion. The second  allows firms who contribute over
and above the minimum prescribed amount, to
later offset the excess against the CSR obligation
arising in subsequent years, if they so desire.

Corporate India has already suggested that the
Indian Government approve use of CSR funds for
vaccinating their employees. The recommendation
came from the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry (FICCI) and Ernst & Young
(EY), in a study titled ‘Protecting India: Public
Private Partnership for vaccinating against COVID-
19.’ The report avers that in order to have 1.3-1.4
lakh centres for inoculation, about 60 per cent of
India’s existing public healthcare infrastructure will
have to be converted into vaccination centres. The
report also mentions how the public sector can
potentially provide just about 60,000-70,000
healthcare inoculators, as against the minimum one
lakh professionals needed.

CSR is the umbrella term for how a business
relates to the broader cultural, economic and polit-

ical environment in which it operates. It
is one of the biggest buzzes in a corpo-
rate business, signalling that a company
cares; and that it allies profit with prin-
ciple. It addresses many areas such as cor-
porate governance, human rights, health
and safety, the environment, work con-
ditions and contributions towards eco-
nomic development. The overarching
goal of CSR is to drive a change towards
sustainability.

This phenomenon has given rise to
a new crop of mega donors who are
upending long-established norms in the
staid world of big philanthropy. Not only
are they increasingly willing to take on
hot-button social and political issues, they
also have a problem-solving and impact-
making mindset rather than one focused
on publicity.

The CSR movement began as a
response to the prevailing opinion that
businesses should play a role in amelio-
rating social problems due to their vast
economic resources and overarching
influence in the daily lives of people. Steel
tycoon and one of the greatest philan-
thropists, Andrew Carnegie, whose busi-
ness ethos was “to do well in order to do
good” was one of the earliest advocates
of the concept of CSR.

Businesses are powerful social enti-
ties and the most respected among them
feel the need to do much more than mak-
ing money. They believe in using the
power of a business for solving tough
problems that plague society. They are
involved in a wide variety of causes, such
as education, healthcare, skills training,
entrepreneurship, women empower-
ment, food security, livelihoods and
supporting services for the differently-
abled.

India has a unique law — the
Companies Act, 2013 and the CSR Rules
— which came into effect on April 1,
2014. It is the first country to stipulate
that the companies expend their
resources on effective CSR programmes.
The approved activities under Schedule
VII of CSR include eradicating extreme

hunger, poverty and promotion of edu-
cation, gender equality and women’s
empowerment as well as reducing child
mortality, improving maternal health and
combating diseases. Ensuring environ-
mental sustainability and prompting
employment enhancing vocational skills
are other activities approved under CSR.

However, there is a crucial difference
between CSR as understood in western
countries and the way it is implement-
ed in India. A generally accepted gold
standard for CSR in the western world
is that it must be closely integrated with
a firm’s business strategy so that the pro-
grammes create a shared value for the
company’s shareholders and its stake-
holders. In India, that linkage is explic-
itly prohibited for CSR, focusing solely
on its role of contributing towards soci-
etal welfare.

CSR could, however, be more social-
ly relevant when it is driven by altruis-
tic motives rather than a mandated pol-
icy obligating charitable actions. It is very
difficult to legislate moral obligations.
Laws set the minimum standards, but
they do not create an impetus or ambi-
ence for a philanthropic mentality.

There are, unfortunately, marked
aberrations in the CSR agenda which
need a course correction. Many business-
es harbour a variety of secondary aims
and often use CSR for enhancing their
social profile and boosting their business
markets. Charity leaders have a geograph-
ic bias with corporations funding projects
closer to their headquarters.
Consequently, more remote regions
where development aid is acutely need-
ed are being bypassed by this new social
revolution. 

Politics can also skew priorities,
with companies looking to gain goodwill
by backing Government-led projects
rather than initiating more socially rel-
evant initiatives.

Despite all the hyperbole, the great
economist Milton Friedman argued in
the year 1970: “The doctrine of social
responsibility is frequently a cloak for

actions that are justified on other grounds
rather than a reason for those actions.”
There can be the subtle use of CSR to
brush off a bad reputation as well as to
camouflage any dark acts.

CSR has usually been peripheral in
most organisations and it is not woven
into the texture of the business. Even as
annual CSR expenditure is on the rise, the
impact on the ground remains a matter
of debate. Further, it is not always nec-
essarily transparent or mission oriented.
Sometimes, it is driven by a need to
improve the brand reputation and even
worse, to act as a moral counter-balance
for unethical practices.

However, a significant amount of
any CSR expenditure comes with some
strings attached — terms that dictate
exactly where and how it must be used.
While this may be appropriate in some
cases fundamentally it reflects a serious
lack of trust in the non-profit entities and
hinders their ability to operate effective-
ly.

When donors insist that their money
should go exclusively to the people
served, there is not enough money left
for the non-profit entities to focus on
building their own organisations. They
are, therefore, unable to invest in talent,
technology, systems or reporting.
Reporting requirements are often an
onerous administrative burden for vol-
untary organisations which have to
devote their scarce skills to educated,
English-speaking personnel for writing
reports for the donors rather than run-
ning programmes.

A sincerely and honestly run chari-
ty always delivers rich dividends in the
long run. That is the lesson we learn from
both philosophers and business leaders.
It is wise to remind ourselves of the advice
of Henry Ford: “A business absolutely
devoted to service will have only one
worry about profits: They will be embar-
rassingly large.”

(The writer is a well-known 
development professional of international
repute. The views expressed are personal.)
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T
he Centre recently released draft
changes to its tobacco control
law. The proposal aims to ban

smoking zones in hotels, restaurants,
airports and calls for raising the min-
imum legal smoking age from 18 to 21.
The draft changes have also tightened
existing provisions to ban advertising
at kiosks and prohibit sale of loose cig-
arette sticks, which form the bulk of the
sales. If implemented, the plan will hit
the sales of companies such as ITC,
Godfrey Phillips India and a unit of
Philip Morris International which
operate in the $12 billion cigarette mar-
ket in India. Not surprisingly, the tobac-
co industry is opposed to these new
proposals and will take it up with the

Government and the companies will
raise concerns before the public con-
sultation period of the proposal ends
on January 31. To its credit, India has
over the years introduced tobacco
controls and launched campaigns to
deter its use, but the enforcement of law
has been a challenge. 

According to the World Health
Organisation (WHO) nearly 1.35 mil-
lion people die each year in India due
to tobacco use. Worldwide, tobacco use
causes more than seven million deaths
per year and if the pattern of smoking
globally doesn’t change, more than
eight million people annually will die
from diseases related to tobacco use by
2030. The WHO has been at the fore-
front of the fight against tobacco and
the Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) was
the first coordinated global effort to
reduce its use. The WHO FCTC
entered into force on February 27,
2005, and requires signatories to imple-
ment evidence-based measures to
reduce tobacco use and exposure to
tobacco smoke. When effectively
implemented, the WHO FCTC is a

fundamental tool to reduce the devas-
tating global consequences of tobacco
products on health, lives, economies
and environments. With 182 parties as
of May 2020, the WHO FCTC is one
of the most widely-adopted treaties in
the United Nations (UN) system.
India was one of the founding parties
to the treaty, signing it in June 2003 and
ratifying it in June 2004. 

The treaty contains a broad frame-
work of obligations and rights and
requires parties to implement effective
tobacco control measures beyond
those required by it. To date, parties to
the FCTC have adopted implementing
guidelines for several Treaty Articles
and the Protocol on Illicit Trade in
Tobacco Products to increase interna-
tional cooperation to fight tobacco
smuggling and better control the legal
tobacco trade.

India introduced a more compre-
hensive anti-tobacco legislation based
on the recommendations of the
Parliamentary Committee on
Subordinate Legislation, 1995.
Accordingly, the Cigarettes and Other
Tobacco Products (Prohibition of

Advertisement and Regulation of
Trade and Commerce, Production,
Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003,
(COTPA) came into force on May
2004. The preamble of this COTPA is
to prohibit the advertisement of and to
provide for the regulation of trade and
commerce in, and production, supply
and distribution of, cigarettes and
other tobacco products and for matters
connected therewith or incidental
thereto. 

The COTPA was adopted over 15
years ago and was developed before the
coming into force of the global, evi-
dence-based treaty on tobacco control,
the WHO FCTC and the Guidelines
for Implementation.Though COTPA
is intended as a comprehensive law on
tobacco control — providing protec-
tion from involuntary tobacco smoke
and misleading advertisements, with
focus on protecting minors from the
influence/hazards of tobacco — with
the passage of time and a greater under-
standing of the full range of measures
necessary to combat the tobacco epi-
demic and the industry, lacunas and
gaps in the Act have become apparent

and proved to be a major challenge in
its effective enforcement. 

Drawing from best international
practices, it is imperative to fix the exist-
ing loopholes in the Indian legal
framework on regulation of tobacco.
For this purpose, the following recom-
mendations are suggested for amend-
ing the COTPA 2003 by experts on
consumer law. Currently, Section four
of the COTPA Act states: “No person
shall smoke in any public place.
Provided that in a hotel having 30
rooms or a restaurant having seating
capacity of 30 people or more and at
the airports, a separate provision for
smoking area or space may be made.”

It is recommended that the provi-
so be deleted as it provides exemptions
contrary to the WHO FCTC to which
India is a signatory. It is also contrary
to the Supreme Court judgement in the
Murli Deora vs Union of India case
2001 and thus needs to be done away
with.

Section five of the COTPA pro-
hibits direct, indirect advertisement,
promotion and sponsorship of tobac-
co. It needs to be amended for it to

comprehensively ban advertisement,
promotion, and sponsorship of tobac-
co, by all persons and through all medi-
ums of communication, including
mobile, internet and so on.

Not only would this bring India in
compliance with the WHO FCTC, it
would also be in conformity with the
apex court’s guidelines delivered in the
Health for Millions vs Union of India
and others case. A similar clause in this
same section allowing for advertise-
ment at points of sale and on tobacco
packs needs to be deleted.

Sections 20, 21, 22 and 24 of the
COTPA prescribe penal provisions. It
is recommended that the said penal-
ties be substantially increased to ensure
deterrence against violation of the law.
The aim of these recommendations is
to make the Indian legal framework on
regulation of tobacco more robust and
more effective in achieving its goals. For
proper implementation and to give
effect to the spirit of the law, it is nec-
essary that the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Government of India
and other Government bodies should
take appropriate measures for the

same. Plus, it is vital to ensure proper
implementation of the rules on the
ground. 

However, just riding roughshod
on the rights of people is not the way
for any democracy to go. The
Government and all stakeholders
must raise awareness regarding the
detrimental effects of tobacco use.
They must be counselled so that
they can give up the habit eventually.
Till then the Government must come
up with ways to allow people to smoke
without harming the health of non-
smokers. Persuasion,  counselling
and awareness will help more in the
long run than rigid provisions that
force people to break the law.  Also,
the Government must look at provid-
ing an alternative to tobacco farmers
so that their livelihood is not snatched
away from them. Tobacco use is a
social malaise and a health hazard and
the Government will do well to
involve all stakeholders in its elimina-
tion.    

(The writer is Professor at NLSIU,
Bengaluru; Fellow, Asian Law Institute.
The views expressed are personal.)
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London: The UK’s regulatory
authority on Friday approved a
third Covid-19 vaccine for use
in the country, made by the
company Moderna.

However, supplies of 
the new jab are not expected 
to be available until the 
spring in a few weeks’ time as
the UK has pre-ordered 7 
million doses. In trials with
more than 30,000, the Moderna
vaccine offered nearly 95 per
cent protection from severe
Covid-19. 

The Moderna vaccine

works in a similar way to the
Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine that is
already being offered by the
National Health Service (NHS).
It requires temperatures of
around -20C for shipping —
similar to a normal freezer. In
comparison, the
Pfizer/BioNTech one requires
temperatures closer to -75C,
making transport logistics
much more difficult.

The Oxford/AstraZeneca
jab is easier to store and dis-
tribute, as it can be kept at nor-
mal fridge temperature.  PTI 

United Nations: US
Ambassador to the UN Kelly
Craft will travel to Taiwan
and reinforce the US govern-
ment’s “strong and ongoing
support” for Taipei’s interna-
tional space, a visit China says
it “firmly opposes” and warned
that Washington will “pay a
heavy price for its wrong
action.”

The US Mission to the UN
said in a statement on
Thursday that Craft will trav-
el to Taipei on January 13-15
for meetings with senior
Taiwan counterparts and
members of the diplomatic
community. 

“During her trip, the
Ambassador will reinforce the
US government’s strong and
ongoing support for Taiwan’s
international space,” the state-
ment said. 

Craft will also deliver
remarks on January 14 at the
Institute of Diplomacy and
International Affairs on
Taiwan’s “impressive contri-
butions” to the global com-
munity and the “importance of
Taiwan’s meaningful and
expanded participation in
international organisations.

The Chinese mission to
the UN said Beijing “firmly
opposes” Craft’s visit to
Taiwan.

“There is only one China
in the world and the Taiwan
region is an inalienable part of
China’s territory. The
Government of the People’s
Republic of China is the sole
legal government representing
the whole China,” a spokesper-
son of the Permanent Mission
of China to the United Nations
said in a statement.  PTI 

Copenhagen: Swedish Prime
Minister Stefan Lofven on
Friday defended his visit to a
mall to buy a Christmas present
for his wife despite Swedish
authorities repeatedly urging
people to stay away from shop-
ping centers to avoid spreading
the Covid. Lofven, who didn’t
break any laws, was the latest
Swedish official to have gone
against the advice given to the
public by himself and Sweden’s
Public Health Agency. Earlier
this week, an official resigned
following reports that he had
gone on vacation to the Canary
Islands over Christmas.   AP
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ASouth Korean court on
Friday ordered Japan to

financially compensate 12
South Korean women forced to
work as sex slaves for Japanese
troops during World War II,
the first such ruling expected to
rekindle animosities between
the Asian neighbors.

Japan immediately protest-
ed the ruling, maintaining that
all wartime compensation
issues were resolved under a
1965 treaty that normalised
their ties.

The Seoul Central District
Court ruled the Japanese gov-
ernment must give 100 million
won (USD 91,360) each to the
12 women who filed the law-
suits in 2013 for their wartime
sexual slavery.

The court said Japan’s
mobilization of these women as
sexual slaves were “a crime
against humanity.” It said that
the mobilisation happened
when Japan “illegally occu-
pied” the Korean Peninsula
from 1910-45 so that its sov-
ereign immunity cannot shield
it from lawsuits in South Korea.

The court said the women
were the victims of “harsh sex-
ual activities” by Japanese
troops, which caused bodily
harm, venereal diseases and
unwanted pregnancies and left
“big mental scars” in the
women’s lives.

Observers say it’s unlikely
for Japan to abide by the South
Korean court ruling. A support
group for the Korean women
said it may take legal steps to
freeze Japanese government
assets in South Korea if Japan
refuses to compensate the
women. 

Washington: Donald Trump
has finally condemned the may-
hem caused by his supporters in
the US Capitol, saying they do
not represent America, as the
beleaguered president vowed to
ensure a “smooth, orderly and
seamless” transition of power to
President-elect Joe Biden.

In a new video message, a
day after he urged the crowds to
head for the Capitol, where
they forced their way inside,
Trump said America is, and
must always be a nation of law
and order.

“Like all Americans, I am
outraged by the violence, law-
lessness and mayhem. I imme-
diately deployed the national
guard and federal law enforce-
ment to secure the building and
expel the intruders,” Trump
said in the recorded video post-
ed on YouTube on Thursday
and released by the White
House.

The demonstrators who

infiltrated the Capitol have
defiled the seat of American
democracy, he said.  

“To those who engaged in

the acts of violence and destruc-
tion, you do not represent our
country. And to those who
broke the law, you will pay. We

have just been through an
intense election and emotions
are high, but now tempers must
be cooled, and calm restored,”

he said.
Delivered in monotone and

read from a teleprompter,
Trump’s remarks bore little
resemblance to those on
Wednesday, in which he told his
rioting supporters, “We love
you.”

In an unprecedented assault
on democracy in the US, thou-
sands of supporters of outgoing
President Trump stormed the
Capitol building on Wednesday
and clashed with police, result-
ing in four deaths and inter-
rupting a constitutional process
by Congress to affirm the vic-
tory of Biden and Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris
in the November 3 election.

Trump, who is facing pres-
sure from members of his
Republican Party and a pon-
tential impeachment, also
accepted the result of the elec-
tion and pledged a smooth
transition of power to Biden.

Biden will be sworn in as
the 46th US President on
January 20. Amidst the chaos
and violence, US Congress on
Thursday early morning veri-
fied the Electoral College victory
of Biden and Harris.
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Washington: Embattled
President Donald Trump has
discussed with his close aides
the possibility of pardoning
himself before leaving the office
on January 20, US media
reports have said, amid grow-
ing calls for his removal from
the White House.

According to CNN, some
of those conversations hap-
pened in recent weeks, and
Trump has asked about the
legal and political consequences
of a self-pardon.

The news comes as
Democratic and Republican

lawmakers alike rebuked
Trump’s conduct as thousands
of his supporters stormed the
US Capitol building on
Wednesday and clashed with
police, resulting in four deaths
and interrupting a constitu-
tional process by Congress to
affirm the victories of President-
elect Joe Biden and Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris
in the November 3 election.

It is not clear if the issue has
come up since Wednesday’s
mayhem at the Capitol build-
ing fomented by the President’s
rhetoric or after his recent

controversial call with the
Georgia Secretary of State Brad
Raffensperger, the report said,
citing multiple sources.

The president has also
asked for legal opinions on
whether he has the authority to
issue a self-pardon and has
been advised on the potential
political fallout, it said.

The New York Times
reported on Thursday that
Trump has suggested in con-
versations since Election Day
that he wants to pardon him-
self, citing two people familiar
with the discussions. PTI
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Washington: President Donald
Trump said Friday he won’t
attend President-elect Joe Biden’s
Inauguration on January 20.
He will be the first incumbent
president since Andrew Johnson
to skip his successors inaugura-
tion.

“To all of those who have
asked, I will not be going to the
Inauguration on January 20th,”
Trump tweeted.

Trump offered no clues for
how he would spent his final
hours in office. Biden will
become president at noon on
January 20 regardless of Trump’s
plans.

On Thursday, Trump deliv-
ered a video statement admitting
his presidency would soon end
— though he declined to men-
tion Biden by name or explicit-
ly state he had lost. AP
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Tehran (Iran): Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei Friday banned Iran
from importing of American
Pfizer-BioNTech and Britain’s
Astrazeneca Covid-19 vac-
cines, a reflection of mistrust
toward the West.

In a televised speech, he
said the import of American
and British vaccines were “for-
bidden,” referring to the surg-
ing death tolls from the virus
in both countries.

“I really do not trust,”

them, Khamenei said of those
nations. “Sometimes they want
to test ,” their vaccines on
other countries, adding, “I am
not optimistic (about) France,”
either.

However, Khamenei
okayed the import of vaccines
from other “safe” places, and
remains supportive of Iran’s
efforts toward producing a
vaccine. The country began
testing its vaccines on humans
December. The product is
expected to hit the local mar-

ket in spring.
Hardliners in Iran have

longed opposed the U.S-made
vaccines. Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard in December rejected
the use of foreign-made vac-
cines altogether.

Gen. Mohammad Reza
Naghdi said the Guard “does not
recommend the injection of
any foreign vaccine” candidates
based on genetic material
known as messenger RNA,
which carries the instructions for
cells to make proteins. AP
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Copenhagen: The countries
whose citizens were killed
when Iran accidentally shot
down a Ukrainian jetliner
said Friday they want Iran “to
deliver justice and make sure
Iran makes full reparations to
the families of the victims and
affected countries.”

In a joint statement
marking the one-year
anniversary of the Ukraine
International Airlines Flight
752 crash, Ukraine, France,
Canada, Britain and Sweden
said they want Tehran “to
provide a complete and thor-
ough explanation of the
events and decisions that led
to this appalling plane crash.”
Sweden earlier had said that
Iran had agreed to compen-
sate the families’ of the for-
eign victims.

The shootdown by the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard
happened the same night
Iran launched a ballistic mis-
sile attack targeting US
Soldiers in Iraq. AP
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The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies

zoomed to a fresh lifetime
high of over �195.66 lakh crore
on Friday as markets returned
to winning ways after two days
of decline.

Helped by the rally in the
equity market, the market cap-
italisation jumped to �
1,95,66,343.57 crore (USD 2.6
trillion) at the close of 
trade.

The BSE Sensex surged
689.19 points to close at
48,782.51 on Friday. It touched
an all-time peak of 48,854.34
during the session.

Equity indices had
declined for two straight ses-
sions till Thursday.

“IT and auto stocks pulled
their weight today ahead of
TCS earnings as bulls went
berserk, lifting Indices by 1.5
per cent buoyed by positive

global cues,” S Ranganathan,
Head of Research at LKP
Securities, said.

Maruti was the top gain-
er in the Sensex pack, rallying
5.94 per cent, followed by Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, UltraTech
Cement, M&M, PowerGrid
and NTPC.

Last year, the Sensex
gained 15.7 per cent where the
benchmark index witnessed
both ruthless selling and mas-
sive buying.

Equity investors grew rich-
er by �32.49 lakh crore in
2020 helped by massive returns
in the equity market which had
a roller coaster ride amid the
coronavirus pandemic.

Tech Mahindra's market
capitalisation went past the Rs
1-lakh crore mark helped by a
rally in its stock price on Friday.

At the close of trade, the
company's market valuation
was at Rs 1,01,671.34 crore on
the BSE.

New Delhi: The NCC
Republic Day (RD) Camp
2021, commenced at the
Cariappa Parade Ground,
Delhi Cantt on 04 Jan 2021.
Lt Gen Tarun Kumar Aich, Director General
National Cadet Corps, addressed the cadets and
officials on the occasion. He called upon the
cadets to participate wholeheartedly and derive
maximum benefit from each activity in the
Camp.

The aim of the Republic Day Camp, is to
provide the participating cadets, an  exposure,
to the rich culture and traditions of our nation,
through a number of cultural events, that take
place in the run up to the Republic Day and the
Hon'ble Prime Minister's visit to NCC Camp for
PM's Rally on 28 Jan 2021. The Republic Day
Camp provides the cadets with a unique oppor-
tunity to improve their personal traits and value
system. Cadets attending the camp, participate
in a number of activities, like written test, arms
drill, microlight flying and the best cadet com-
petition.  

A total of 1000 Cadets, including 380 girl
cadets, drawn from all 28 States and 09 Union
Territories of the Country, are participating in
this one month long Camp. The Camp, infact
portrays a reflection of 'Mini India'.

While speaking to the media, the Director
General highlighted the major achievements of
the NCC in the areas of  Youth Empowerment,
Nation Building, Social Awareness Campaigns,
Community Development Programmes,
Environment Protection, Sports and Adventure.

Raipur: Paddy Procurement is
going on Chhattisgarh is a sys-
tematic manner. Quantity of
paddy procured this year till
date is nearly double as com-
pared to the quantity procured
last year.

More than Rs 10 thousand
crores have been paid to more
than 15 lakh farmers against
paddy procurement. 60 lakh
metric tonnes of paddy has
been procured at support price
in the state so far, which is
almost twice the amount of
paddy procured in the same
period last year. 

As State Government is
consntantly making arrange-
ments and monitoring the
process, farmers are facing no
inconvenience in selling
paddy. Paddy purchased from
farmers is 40 kg 580 grams per
bag including the 
weight of gunny bad i.e. 580
grams. 

Due to the shortage of
gunny bags, there has been
some inconvenience, which is
being rapidly resolved.
Continuous payment is also
being made in lieu of paddy
purchased from farmers at
support price.
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Indian economy is likely to
rebound with an 8.9 per cent

growth in the fiscal year begin-
ning April 2021 after econom-
ic activity showed significant
improvement in the last quar-
ter, IHS Markit said on
Friday.

The National Statistical
Organisation (NSO) on
Thursday predicted that the
economy will contract 7.7 per
cent in the current financial
year ending in March, the
worst performance in four
decades.

“The Indian economy suf-
fered a severe recession in
2020,” IHS Markit said in a
note. “The worst contraction
occurred during the period
from March until August, with
the economy having shown a
strong rebound in economic
activity since September.”

The GDP contracted by a
record 23.9 per cent in the
April-June quarter following a
national lockdown to prevent
the spread of the coronavirus.
The contraction came down to

7.5 per cent in the September
quarter.

“During the fourth quar-
ter of 2020, India's industrial
production and consumption
expenditure have shown a
rebound. “October data
showed that industrial pro-
duction grew by 3.6 per cent
year-on-year compared with a
steep contraction of -55.5 per
cent in April 2020,” IHS 
said.

Stating that there has been
a marked improvement in busi-
ness conditions across the man-
ufacturing sector, it said facto-
ry orders increased during
December on the back of the
loosening of COVID-19
restrictions, strengthening
demand and improved market
conditions.

Although India faces a vast
challenge to vaccinate its pop-
ulation of 1.4 billion people, it
is about to commence its
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme. The Health regulator
has approved the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine
for emergency use.

An important advantage

for India is that the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine
is already being manufactured
in the country by the Serum
Institute of India, which pro-
jects that it will be able to man-
ufacture 100 million COVID-
19 vaccine doses per month by
April 2021.

“With the Indian economy
already showing a significant
improvement in domestic eco-
nomic activity in the fourth
quarter of 2020, the outlook is
for Indian GDP growth to
rebound by 8.9 per cent year-
on-year in the 2021-22 fiscal
year,” IHS said.

India Ratings & Research
said the NSO projections for
GDP growth in FY21 mean
that the size of the Indian
economy is expected to shrink
to Rs 134.40 lakh crore in
FY21 as against Rs 145.66 lakh
crore in FY20. 

“From the demand side
except government consump-
tion all other components
namely private consumption,
investment, exports and
imports are estimated to con-
tract in FY21,” it said.

New Delhi: Niti Aayog Vice
Chairman Rajiv Kumar on
Friday said industries are
showing signs of recovery and
fiscal measures announced by
the government are projected
to offset the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Kumar was commenting
on the first advance estimates
(AE) of national income
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) on
Thursday, which projected 7.7
per cent contraction in GDP
for the current fiscal year.
“While the first advanced esti-
mates report a contraction of
-7.7%, industries, both con-
tact-intensive & non-contact,
are showing signs of recovery.  

“Fiscal measures are pro-
jected to off-set the impact of
the pandemic thereby, attain a
real GDP of �134.40 lakh
crore in 2020-21,” Kumar said
in a tweet.

As per the GDP esti-

mates, all sectors are expect-
ed to post a contraction for the
full fiscal, except agriculture. 

“Real GDP or GDP at
Constant Prices (2011-12) in
the year 2020-21 is likely to
attain a level of �134.40 lakh
crore, as against the
Provisional Estimate of GDP
for the year 2019-20 of
�145.66 lakh crore...  
“The growth in real GDP
during 2020-21 is estimated at
-7.7 per cent as compared to
the growth rate of 4.2 per cent
in 2019-20,” the NSO had
said in a statement. 

In the current fiscal, man-
ufacturing sector is likely to
see a contraction 9.4 per cent
whereas growth was almost
flat at 0.03 per cent in the year-
ago period.   The NSO esti-
mates significant contraction
in 'mining and quarrying',
and 'trade, hotels, transport,
communication and services
related to broadcasting'. PTI

Mumbai: Equity benchmark
Sensex soared 689 points to
end at a fresh all-time high on
Friday, led by Infosys, TCS and
Reliance amid strong buying
sentiment in global 
equities.

The 30-share BSE index
closed 689.19 points or 1.43 per
cent higher at 48,782.51. It
touched an intra-day record of
48,854.34.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty rallied 209.90 points or
1.48 per cent to close at its
record high of 14,347.25.
During the day, the index
scaled a life-time peak of
14,367.30.

Maruti was the top gain-
er in the Sensex pack, rising
around 6 per cent, followed by
Tech Mahindra, Infosys,
UltraTech Cement, PowerGrid

and NTPC.
On the other hand,

IndusInd Bank, Bharti Airtel,
SBI, ITC and HDFC were the
laggards.

According to Binod Modi,
Head-Strategy at Reliance
Securities, growing expecta-
tions of stronger fiscal stimu-
lus in the US after Congress
confirmed President-elect Joe
Biden's victory have fuelled
equities rally globally.

“Markets completely
downplayed earlier concerns of
reversal of lower tax rates in the
scenario of Democrats taking
control of both the houses of
Congress,” he added.

A sustained rebound in
key economic data for
December 2020 and likely
commencement of vaccina-
tion drive shortly in India

augur well for domestic equi-
ties, he said, adding that the
underlying strength of domes-
tic equities is intact, which
essentially can propel bench-
mark indices to witness fresh
highs in coming weeks.

“FPIs are unlikely to turn
net sellers barring select weeks
of days considering the status
of global economy, stance of
global central bankers and
weak dollar,” he stated.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Hong Kong, Tokyo and
Seoul ended with significant
gains, while Shanghai was in
the red.

Stock exchanges in Europe
were also trading on a positive
note in early deals.

Meanwhile, the global oil
benchmark Brent crude was
trading 0.59 per cent higher at

USD 54.70 per barrel. PTI  

Mumbai: The country's foreign
exchange reserves surged by USD
4.483 billion to touch a record high of
USD 585.324 billion in the week ended
January 1, RBI data showed on Friday. 

In the previous week ended
December 25, the reserves had declined
by USD 290 million to USD 580.841
billion.  

In the reporting week, the increase
in reserves was on account of a rise in
foreign currency assets (FCAs), a
major component of the overall
reserves. 

FCAs climbed by USD 4.168 bil-

lion to USD 541.642 billion, weekly
data by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
showed. 

Expressed in dollar terms, the for-
eign currency assets include the effect
of appreciation or depreciation of non-
US units like the euro, pound and yen
held in the foreign exchange reserves. 

Gold reserves rose by USD 315
million to USD 37.026 billion in the
week ended January 1, as per the data. 

The special drawing rights (SDRs)
with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) remained unchanged at USD
1.510 PTI

New Delhi: No new KYC dis-
closures have been mandated
for cash purchase of gold, sil-
ver or precious gems and stones
and only high-value cash trans-
actions continue to require the
filing of documents such as
income tax PAN or biometric
ID Aadhaar, finance ministry
sources said Friday.

Clarifying a December 28,
2020 notification, the
Department of Revenue in the
ministry said cash purchase of
jewellery, bullion and precious
gems and stones of value more
than �2 lakh is not allowed
without KYC in the country for
the past few years.This contin-
ues.

The notification issued

under PML Act, 2002 on
December 28 stated that only
persons or entities buying gold,
silver, jewellery or precious
stones 'in cash transactions'
worth Rs 10 lakh or above need
to fill know your customer or
KYC documents.

This is a requirement of
FATF (Financial Action Task
Force) -- the global money
laundering and terrorist financ-
ing overseer, they said.

FATF is an inter-govern-
mental body that sets interna-
tional standards aimed to pre-
vent illegal activities on terror
funding and money launder-
ing.

India is a member of FATF
since 2010. PTI

New Delhi: Markets regulator
Sebi on Friday allowed trans-
fer of excess contribution made
by stock exchanges from core
settlement guarantee fund
(SGF) of one clearing corpo-
ration to another one in inter-
operable scenario.

This comes following
requests made by the stock
exchanges. “It has been decid-
ed to allow transfer of excess
contribution made by stock
exchanges from core SGF of
one clearing corporation to
the core SGF of another clear-
ing corporation, in inter-oper-
able scenario,” Sebi said in a cir-
cular.

However, stock exchanges
and clearing corporations have
been asked to ensure certain
conditions. PTI
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New Delhi: Gold prices fell
�614 to �49,763 per 10 gram
in the national capital on
Friday, tracking a weak glob-
al trend, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had closed at
�50,377 per 10 gram.

Silver prices also plunged
�1,609 to �67,518 per kilo-
gram from � 69,127 per kilo-
gram in the previous trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading lower at
USD 1,889 per ounce, while
silver was quoting flat at USD
26.68 per ounce. PTI
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Mumbai: State Bank of India on
Friday announced an interest
concession of up to 30 basis
points on home loans and a 100
per cent waiver on processing
fees.

The new home loan inter-
est rates are linked to CIBIL
score and start from 6.80 per
cent for loans up to �30 lakh and

6.95 per cent for loans above �
30 lakh, a bank release said.
Women borrowers will get a
concession of 5 bps, it said.
“With an aim to offer attractive
concessions to the home buyers,
country's largest lender SBI
announces further interest con-
cession of up to 30 bps on home
loans and 100 per cent waiver on

processing fees,” the release said.
The bank said interest con-

cession of up to 30 bps is also
available in eight metro cities for
loans up to Rs 5 crore. 

Customers can also apply
from the ease of their home via
YONO App and get additional
interest concession of 5 bps, the
release said. PTI
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� Funny Boy is an adaptation of Shyam
Selvadurai’s eponymous novel. How do
you think film adaptations do justice to
the actual story as a film cannot delve
very deep into a character like a book or
we can say, some things can get lost in
translation?

Deepa: This is the third book that I
am adapting into a film. I have adapted
Bapsi Sidhwa’s book for Ice Candy Man;
Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children and
now, Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy.
Shyam and I worked very closely on this.
I had a great time doing it. It took me
some time before I agreed and Shyam sent
me the script. I told him that I was doing
it only because he was involved.

� Oscars is looked at as the ‘once in a
lifetime’ dream. You have been fortunate
enough to receive it once and now are
in the race for the second time (for
Funny Boy). How are you taking it?
What was your reaction when you got
to know about it the first time?

Deepa: Oscars is something that I am
very honoured to be considered for. Even
though the submissions have changed,
every time there’s been something that has
come up, it has only led on to something
even better. That has been the nature and
fate of this film. So, I am excited that the
film is being sent to the best picture cat-
egory.

I can only hope that the Indian audi-
ence connects with this. This is a film
about prejudice, overcoming it and heal-
ing from love.

� What do you think is the role of cin-
ema during these uncertain times of a
pandemic?

Myna: Looking back at 2020, I felt it
was an unpredictable time, an unthinkable
year and very unprecedented days. A year

‘zero’, it can be called. As I look back upon
those months of extraordinary chal-
lenges, insurmountable losses and deeply
unsettling fears, I feel this huge debt of
gratitude to one of the only refuges we
have had — cinema. It has been the anti-
dote, the safe space that kept us engaged
and kept families and friends close in con-
versation through the social distancing
that COVID-19 imposed. Cinema brought
us together in moments of laughter, thrill
and adventure, mystery, and most of all,
empathy. Good cinema is a call to action.
It moves people, rouses us from apathy
and reminds us of our shared humanity.

�How do you think cinema can be more
inclusive of human rights? How do you
think I-View World represents such cin-
ema?

Myna: I believe that during this time,
more than ever, of a profound, shared cri-
sis across the world, we need to put the
spotlight on the ‘human’ in humanity. As
individuals and communities struggle to
face the devastation of the pandemic, the
impact on basic human rights, including
access to medical and economic survival,
is felt most severely by those on the mar-
gins and the ones, who are already
impacted by stark inequalities.

‘I-View World 2020’ is a curation of
more than 50 unconfinable, unflinching
narratives that are powerful, transforma-
tive, intersectional and intergenerational.
These are the stories of freedom, choice,
equality and justice but they are also
reminders of histories — sometimes
failed ones, but with the potential for
newer visions of the future. Together, they
lend solidarity, amplify concerns and ask
urgent questions about belonging and
identity, marginality and community,
sexuality and gender, ecology and climate
change. In short, these beautiful, remark-

able films reflect the complex world
around us. The idea is to channel both the
aesthetics and politics of the moving
image to gain cultural insight and to
understand art at the intersections of visu-
al activism.

Deepa: I-View World 2020 was an
innovative, courageous and liberating
film festival. I was really honoured,
bemused and chuffed up to be a part of
such an important event — which became
all the more relevant because of these dark
COVID-19 times.

� What was the criteria of choosing the
films for the same?

Myna: We thought much about our

structure before choosing a hybrid format.
While most of the screening was virtual,
we decided to add a few physical screen-
ings as an important gesture towards
strengthening our commitment to the
future of film and filmmakers, the indus-
try and the theatres that were hit the hard-
est. Needless to say, the scale of the
screenings will be a fraction of what they
typically are and will follow comprehen-
sive COVID-19 regulations. For us, the
screenings are symbolic of resistance and
an insistence that art is vital and will per-
sist. It encouraged the audience to sup-
port the cinema of tomorrow and let film-
makers explore newer projects with an
open eye.

Originally written by author
Sahana Vijayakumar in

Kannada in 2018, Garuda
Prakashan’s new book Kasheer: A
Diabolical Betrayal of Kashmiri
Hindus brings forth the story of
Kashmiri Hindus and the unfortu-
nate mass exodus of the commu-
nity from their motherland in
1990, against the backdrop of
Kashmir’s Islamisation. Translated
to English after the abrogation of
Section 370 in the state, the pow-
erful book comes as “the plaintive
cry of Kailash Pandit”. 

Contending that the reporting
on Kashmir has whitewashed the
human tragedy of Kashmiri
Hindus, Kasheer retells the tale in
a fictionalised account which is all
too real and catches the facts of
deception, betrayal, propaganda
and political ambitions that have all
but erased the memories of oppres-
sion of Kashmiri Hindus from the
nation’s conscience. It extricates the
truth of human tragedy and pre-
sents it with brutal honesty. 

Sahana undertook first-hand
research during her visit to
Kashmir and interviewed hun-
dreds of locals for the book.
According to her, the Kashmir issue
cannot be understood without
grasping the layers of traditional-

ism, reformism, secularism and
fundamentalism within Islam.

“It is a travesty that some sto-
ries go untold, lost in the cacoph-
ony of dominant narratives and
complex realities. The story of the
Kashmiri Hindus is one such tale.
As necessary it is to wish that the
coming days are filled with opti-
mism for Kashmir, it is equally
essential to know the unfortunate
story of the Kashmiri Hindus who
were driven out of their mother-

land. This is their story. This is the
story of Kashmir,” she said about
the book.

“Covering the genesis of
Kashmir and its progress from
social, religious and political
dimensions, this novel not only
visualises both the contemporary
and historical pictures of Kashmir,
but also scrutinises the underlying
philosophies of Sanatana Dharma
and Semitic religions,” she added.

The bold narration uses mul-
tiple metaphors, including that of
Aarti Kaul’s unconceived womb to
voice out what happened to
Kashmiri Hindus. The book
derives its name from Koshur lan-
guage, in which Kashmir translates
to Kasheer.

Noting that the author has syn-
thesised the historical perspective
and the contemporary reality per-
taining to Kashmir very well,
renowned Kannada scholar S L
Bhyrappa, who has written the
book’s foreword, said that she con-
nected with the very few Kashmiri
Hindus who have “returned home”
and were living in ghettos, and wit-
nessed all the places that bear tes-
timony to thousands and thou-
sands of religious conversions
under intimidation, rape, murder
and bloodshed.

Fi l m m a k e r
Satish Kaushik,

whose latest
directorial ven-
ture Kaagaz
was premiered
here, has said
that “Uttar
Pradesh is a

great state in
terms of shoot-
ing films, while
the artistic cul-
ture and the

locations cou-
pled with con-
ducive film poli-
cy of the state
attracts every-

one.”
Kaushik said

that after the pro-
posed Film City
in UP, dreams of
young artists to
work with the top
Bollywood direc-
tors and produc-
ers will now be
fulfilled in their
own state.

“It  is  my
good fortune that
my f irst  f i lm
Kaagaz released
in the cinema hall
after COVID-19
pandemic. As the
film is based on a

real story of a man from
the state, people will now
get a chance to see the life
of the rural areas of UP.
Undoubtedly, there are a
lot of beautiful locations in
this state, and I personal-
ly believe that more films
from Mumbai will be shot
in UP once the Film City
in Noida is built,” he said.

Kaushik’s Kaagaz is
also streaming on Zee 5
originals.  Apart from
Pankaj Tripathi, the film
stars Monal Gajjar, Mita
Vashisht and Amar
Upadhyay in prominent

roles.
Besides directing the

film, Kaushik has also
acted in it. He has played
the role of Pankaj Tripathi’s
lawyer Sadhu Ram Kevat.

Talking about sharing
the screen with Tripathi,
Kaushik said, “When I was
enacting scenes with him
in the film, I tried to be as
good as him. I think
Kaagaz will be one of
Pankaj’s best films.”

Kaagaz was shot at
Kanduni village in Sitapur
district, about 60 km from
Lucknow.

The film’s story is
based on the life of Lal
Bihari, a farmer and social
activist from a small village
named Amilo in
Azamgarh.

In the film, Tripathi
plays a bandmaster who
discovers he is officially
dead in government
records and decides to set
things right and prove that
he is alive.

Produced under the
banner of Salman Khan
Films and Satish Kaushik
Entertainment Production,
the film’s screenplay is
written by Imtiaz Ali.

The filmmakers are
holding a special screening
using the mobile movie
theatre technology in
Sitapur district on Friday.

“This mobile theatre
format reaches viewers
instead of viewers going to
the theatre. I am so glad
that the film will reach so
many people through this
release. Nothing makes me
happier to know that
Kaagaz, our labour of love,
would reach a wider audi-
ence, especially in the inte-
riors where watching cin-
ema is still a far-fetched
dream,” said Kaushik.
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This millennium of two decades
comes to an end. In the con-

temporary art world, this is the
time to look at the classic tree of
life as a composition in art prac-
tices. In the many examples, this
critic has seen three such works
stand apart for their own depth
and substance. Jyoti Bhatt’s
intaglio, Arpitha Reddy’s oil on
canvas and sculptor Vivek Das’s
papier mache creation.

Kalpavriksha, also known as
kalpataru, kalpadruma or kalpa-
padapa, is the wish-fulfilling divine
tree in Hindu mythology. It is
mentioned in Sanskrit literature
from the earliest sources. It is also
a popular theme in Jain cosmolo-
gy and Buddhism.

In Hinduism, Buddhism and
Jainism, we f ind that the
kalpavruksha is the eternal giver.
It grants wishes pertaining both
material and spiritual. While pro-
viding us with shade, fruits, nuts,
wood and life giving oxygen that
purifies air, the kalpavruksha helps
human mind to focus on attaining
spiritual enlightenment.

3�3�	L���������������
Vivek Das’s Kalpavriksha, cre-

ated last month, is a papier mache
creation that looked like a trans-
verse section of a tree that has seen
generations. The beauty of his
Kalpavriksha is that it echoes the
power of a landscape. The concept
of the tree is translated in a man-
ner that is deeply evocative as well
as original.

Here is a modernist mould
kalpavriksha that echoes Hermann
Hesse when he wrote that trees are
penetrating preachers for sanctu-
aries. We know that the “tree of
life” has been used worldwide by
numerous theologies, philosophies
and mythologies. It reflects the link
between heaven, earth and the
underworld. It has been used in the
form of a mural as well as sculp-
tures, drawings and paintings.

“The philosophy I refer to is
vasudeva kutumbakam ,” says

Vivek. “The world is our home and
all living creatures are connected
to each other. I have tried to con-
nect the mud house wall and a tree
form to connect the atmosphere,

habitat of humans, birds, animals
and any living species.”

Vivek does not go into the
details but creates sunken spaces
that make us imagine that the

kalpavriksha has swirling branch-
es and creates a mythical symbol-
ism, suggesting the perpetuity of
life in the turquoise green blend
that he creates as a candid but hint-

ed canopy. In the curved colours
of upper reaches, we can imagine
branches that twist, twirl, turn, spi-
ral and undulate, creating a tangle
of strong branches, long vines

and fragile threads, perhaps an
expression of life’s complexity.

�/���L�����+���
Jyoti’s most iconic print is his

Kalpavruksha which embodies the
principle of “Purush–Prakruti”.
According to Jyoti,  he had made
two plates — the second plate,
Purush-Prakruti, is 10 x 10 inch-
es. Details are mesmeric here — he
takes the metaphor of eyebrows to
create a sublime portrait. He recalls
that he must have been reading a
poet describing a woman’s eye-
brows as dhanushya (bow) because
he created the dhanushya-shaped
eyes five times and then compared
that shape to the wings of parrots,
leaves of trees and so on. The ver-
tically arranged form would have
reminded him of the mythical
tree and so we see this replete in
rhythms of the earth and erotic
hints of child birthing. The work
celebrates minimalism and the
evocative juxtaposition of iconic
symbols and the beauty of nature.

�������L�������+
Trained in the Guruvayoor

School of murals and frescoes,
Arpitha Reddy’s Kalpavruksha is
created as the mascot and master-
piece for Vriksha 2019 that was
exhibited at India International

Centre and Charles Correa’s mar-
vellous architectural creation
Bharat Bhavan Bhopal. 

Arpitha took her source and
inspiration as the mythical
Kalpavriksha ,  said to have
appeared during samudramanthan
along with Kamadhenu. Thus, she
personified the earthly manifesta-
tion of the heavenly kalpadruma.
Kalpavriksha (of five types) are said
to be located in the gardens of
Indraloka with the devas and asur-
as at perpetual war over the wish
fulf i l l ing trees.  Kalidasa’s
Meghadutam tel ls  us that
kalpatarus yielded garlands,
clothes and provided for all finer-
ies for the women in Alaka, capi-
tal of Kubera’s Yaksha kingdom.
Thus, while bestowing immortal-
ity, we find that kalpavriksha also
provides for all our material
desires. In her kalpavruksha, she
has parrots, monkeys, fruits and
lotuses, all part of a cosmic and
celestial abundance.

These three creations embody
the expanse of the imagination, the
understanding of Vedic ritual and
beliefs and also gives us a glimpse
of the power of the manifestations
of art practices that can be a sig-
nature of human power over the
world. Indeed, art is long and life
is short.

Actor Kangana Ranaut has alleged that
she is being tortured mentally, emotion-

ally and physically. She further claimed she
has been asked not to disclose to anyone
about the kind of torture she is being sub-
jected to.

Kangana released a video on her veri-
fied Twitter account where she spoke about
the cases filed against her and the torture
that she is facing every day. She added that
we are going back to the medieval age where
women were burnt at stake.

In the video, Kangana speaks in Hindi:
“Ever since I have started speaking for the
interest of the nation, the way I am being
treated and tortured, the entire country can
see that. My house was broken in an illegal
manner. Everyday new cases are being
filed against me because I have spoken for
the interest of the farmers. One case has
been filed against me even for laughing. My
sister Rangoli has protested against doctors
being tortured during the beginning of the
pandemic. A case was filed against her and
my name was also dragged into it, where-
as I was not even on Twitter at that time.
Our honourable Chief Justice ji has reject-
ed it.”

“I have even been ordered to give haa-
jri (attendance) at the police station
although I don’t know for what
reason. I have also been asked
not to disclose to anyone or
talk about the kind of torture
I am facing. I want to ask the
honourable Supreme Court,
have we returned to the
medieval age where women
were burnt alive and
their voices were
si lenced” she
added.

“ P e o p l e
who are hav-
ing fun and
enjoying this
situation, I
would like to
tell them only
one thing that the
tears of blood that we
have shed in our 1,000
years of subordina-
tion, that will be
repeated once again
if nationalist voices
are silenced now,”
concluded the
actor.

“Why am I
being mentally,
emotionally and
now physically
tortured? I need
answers from
this nation. I
stood for you
and it’s time
you stand
for me. Jai
H i n d , ”
tweeted
Kangana.
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A
ll Creatures Great and Small, a
beloved TV series of yore, is
back as a reboot because produc-

er Colin Callender saw the seriocom-
ic adventures of veterinarians in a
close-knit rural community as tonic for
a politically divisive era.

Then the pandemic arrived, and a
series knitted together with vivid char-
acters, engaging stories and the beau-
tifully filmed British countryside —
and, of course, lots of animals, farm
and otherwise — provided more rea-
son to revive the world depicted by
author James Herriot.

Herriot was the pen name for
James Alfred ‘Alf ’ Wight, who began
working as a novice vet in northern
England’s Yorkshire area in 1940, kept
at it for five decades, and drew on his
experiences for his 1970s and 80s
semi-autobiographical works.

“I first thought about revisiting the
books after the Brexit vote in 2016 in
England and the Trump election sort
of happened back to back,” Callender
said, events highlighting what he
termed a “schism” between city and
country dwellers in both the UK and
the United States.

Viewers might embrace a show that
reinforced values of cooperation and
collaboration — whatever one’s “polit-
ical persuasion,” Callender said —
and provides an escape from the “very
complicated and messy and disturbing
world that we’re all living in.”

Enter the new take on All Creatures
Great and Small, the title of Herriot’s
first bestselling book published in
America and of the original series of
90 episodes that aired from the late
1970s to 1990.

The seven-part series debuts
Sunday as part of PBS’ Masterpiece
from GBH Boston and marks the
start of the showcase’s 50th season. Set
in the late 1930s, its cast includes new-
comer Nicholas Ralph

as Herriot and oft-seen actors includ-
ing Samuel West (Darkest Hour, Notting
Hill), who plays Herriot’s mentor, and
Anna Madeley (Deadwater Fell) as
housekeeper Mrs Hall.

Diana Rigg made one of her final
screen appearances as Mrs Pumphrey,
the wealthy and devoted owner of fre-
quent patient Tricki Woo, her overfed
Pekingese played by the expressive
Derek. A decision about how to han-
dle the loss of Rigg, who died in
September 2020 at age 82, has yet to be
announced.

Filming wrapped in February 2019,
with production completed during
last spring’s COVID-19 lockdown.
The series aired first in Britain and was
a hit, with critics lauding it as a wor-
thy remake; it was quickly renewed for
a second season.

For Ralph, a stage-trained actor
who grew up in Scotland, it’s a pinch-
me start to his screen career.

“I went to drama school because I
wanted to be surrounded by the best
and I wanted to train in
that way,”

he said. “You just can’t help but get
inspired by that. And then when you
meet these people like Samuel West,
Dame Diana Rigg, they’re really love-
ly, and so helpful and open with any
advice.”

Ralph turned to Herriot’s books in
approaching the role and came away
impressed by the author and his work.

“What hit me immediately was his
intelligence, his compassion for the ani-
mals and his dedication to his practice
of veterinary, and also his compassion
and patience in working with people
— the farmers and Siegfried, his older,
eccentric boss,” the actor said. “It’s also
a complete culture shock for James as
well. He gets thrown in the deep end
about the politics and the people of this
little village, and he comes from the big
city.”

For Callender, going back to
Herriot’s work revealed to him ways to
make the new series differ from
the original and

boost its appeal to a contemporary
audience.

“The books were much funnier
than I remembered when I first read
them many years ago, so humor was
very important,” he said. “The fish-out-
of-water story, the fact that the James
Herriot character is from Scotland and
going to Yorkshire, was really center
stage in the way we told the story.”

There’s also more attention to
women and, with the help of technol-
ogy, better scenery.

“What we wanted to do was
bring to life the

female characters more fully” than
they are portrayed in the books,
Callender said. “So characters like Mrs
Hall have been given real backstories
and real agency in the story this time.”

And with digital cameras and
drones now available for taping, the
richly green and open landscape of the
Yorkshire Dales comes to life as a place
that “we, the audience wanted to be or
want to go back to,” he said.
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S
teve Smith’s typically gutsy
hundred was neutralised
by Ravindra Jadeja’s four-

wicket haul and rookie
Shubman Gill’s fluent half-
century as a resolute India
reached 96/2 after dismissing
Australia for 338 on the second
day of the third Test here on
Friday.

The Indian bowlers, espe-
cially Jadeja (18-3-62-4) and
the ever-dependable Jasprit
Bumrah (25.4-7-66-2), were
brilliant with their length on a
flat SCG deck where Smith
(131 off 226 balls) along with
Marnus Labuschagne (91 off
196 balls) raised visions of a
450-plus total by taking the
side to 206 for 2 at one stage.

But in the end, 338 was all
they managed in a little less
than 106 overs with none of the
other batsmen making any
telling contribution.

It was only fitting that
Jadeja’s split second brilliance
from the deep found Smith
short of his crease.

Then it was the calm and
collected Gill (50, 101 balls),
who was assured during those
cover drives off Nathan Lyon
and equally breathtaking while
presenting his forward defence
to Pat Cummins.

The 21-year-old and Rohit
Sharma (26 off 77 balls) added
70 in 27 overs but more impor-
tantly set the stage for skipper
Ajinkya Rahane (5 batting off
40 balls) and Cheteshwar
Pujara (9 batting off 53 balls)

to cash in on the batting-
friendly conditions on the
third day.

It was Gill’s maiden Test
half century in just his second
match.

Despite the cloud cover for
the better part of the day,
there was no swing on offer
and lack of moisture meant
that there wasn’t any turn or for
that matter, even some move-
ment off the pitch.

The Australian attack
looked more insipid than ever
and Rohit, playing his first
game in nearly two months,
did all the hard work for near-
ly two hours before failing to
check an uppish drive that was
pouched by the bowler.

But it was a day when
India had two openers, who

were both ready to pull the fast
bowlers during their opening
spells and dominate Lyon with
precise footwork.

Both frittered away good
starts but in broader context,
provided the launchpad which
the team failed to get in the
first two Tests.

The first two sessions
could be ideally described as
fascinating with Australia get-
ting 172 runs in just under 51
overs, largely due to some
positive batting by Smith,
Labuschagne and down the
order Mitchell Starc (24 off 30
balls).

But Jadeja and Bumrah,
especially with the second new
ball, were on target even as
debutant Navdeep Saini (2/65)
leaked a few runs due to sheer

inexperience.
The Sydney track didn’t

have much help for the slow
bowlers in the first two days
but that didn’t deter Jadeja
from denying Labuschagne a
deserving hundred.

In a stop-start first session,
Labuschagne, who was looking
good for a hundred, when he
got an arm ball from Jadeja,
which bounced a bit more
denying him room for a non-
existent cut shot.

The result was a smart
catch by skipper Ajinkya
Rahane, who positioned him-
self a bit wide at the first slip.

Labuschagne’s 196-ball
innings had 11 boundaries
and no one deserved a three-
figure score more than him. He
and Smith, in their bid to
neutralise India’s leg-side field,
played some eye-catching
strokes.

Smith completed his half-
century in the very next over
after Labuschagne’s dismissal,
off Ravichandran Ashwin
(0/74 in 24 overs), who has
been well below his best dur-
ing the five sessions that India
had been on field.

The two batsmen had lit-

tle trouble as they blended cau-
tion with aggression perfectly
during the first hour on a
track that’s offering slow turn
with no visible demons in it.

The Indian bowlers con-
tinued bowling in straight lines
with a heavy leg-side field that
they have been employing
since the second Test match.

What changed for
Australia was the understand-
ing of the opposition strategy
better as they showed aggres-
sive intent.

While Jadeja got a couple
of wickets, both Ashwin and
him erred on the shorter side
of the length giving Smith
ample opportunity to rock
back and play through the
vacant spaces in the off-side
area.

While the pronounced
shuffle was still there, Smith
did cover his leg-stump while
going across and was hardly
troubled by the Indian bowlers.

Despite a tight leg-side
field, he was able to find on-
side gaps and once it was 278
for 7 after Pat Cummins’ dis-
missal, the next 60 runs came
in a jiffy in 11 overs, courtesy
Smith’s aggressive approach. 
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Anew three-day lockdown in
Brisbane has put Cricket

Australia in a spot of bother as
it makes desperate efforts to
hold the fourth and final Test
against India in the Queensland
state capital from January 15.

The Lockdown was
announced less than 24 hours
after top cricket board officials
from India and Australia were
engaged in a discussion on
relaxation of hard quarantine
measures for the visitors.

“Cricket Australia execu-
tives are urgently trying to

determine the impact of a
three-day lockdown in
Brisbane on next week’s fourth
Test at the Gabba, which was
already under a cloud because
of India’s hesitation to fly north
and be subjected to tighter
bio-security restrictions,” the
Sydney Morning Herald report-
ed.

“A hotel quarantine work-
er’s positive test to the more
contagious UK strain of Covid-
19 is the latest spanner in the
works for CA’s hopes to close
out the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy series at the Gabba,” it
further wrote.

Amsterdam: Sébastien Haller
ended his underwhelming 18-
month spell at West Ham by
signing for Ajax for 22.5 mil-
lion euros ($27.5 million) on
Friday in a move that bolsters
the Dutch league leader’s
injury-hit front line.

The Ivory Coast striker
joined West Ham from
Eintracht Frankfurt for a club-
record fee of $55 million in July
2019, but only scored 14 goals
and lost his place in the team
midway through last season to
Michail Antonio, a converted
midfielder.

West Ham decided to sell
Haller even though Antonio
has been hit by injury problems
in recent weeks, leaving man-
ager David Moyes with few

alternatives up front.
Ajax made its move for

Haller, who has a contract
until June 2025, with David
Neres, Lassina Traore, Klaas-
Jan Huntelaar and Bryan
Brobbey all sidelined with
injuries.

“This is a club that you can
perform, you can play
Champions League, you can
fight for the title every season,”
Haller said in a video posted on
Ajax’s website.

The transfer reunites Haller
with Ajax coach Erik ten Hag,
his former coach at FC Utrecht,
where he played for 2 1/2
years. His arrival in Amsterdam
comes just days before Ajax
takes on second-place PSV
Eindhoven on Sunday. AP
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The plan was to vary pace of
his deliveries and create

angles since there was not
much turn on offer, said all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja after
his four wicket haul reduced
Australia to 338 on day two of
the third Test.

Jadeja returned with fig-
ures of four for 62 in 18 overs
besides getting rid of centuri-
on Steve Smith with a brilliant
direct hit.

“The idea was to create
pressure as this wasn’t a wick-
et where you would get chance
in every over. You can’t bowl
all deliveries at same pace on
this wicket as there was no
turn on offer. You had to mix
and match and create angles,”
said Jadeja while talking about
his plans going into day two.

Of late Jadeja has also
been making important con-
tributions with the bat. He
made a crucial 57 in the sec-
ond Test after a good run in

the preceding limited overs
series. But for India’s top
multi-skilled cricketer, the
focus has also been on pro-
ducing all-round perfor-
mances.

“Not just last  12-18
months, from the time I start-
ed playing, that’s what has
been my role. Whenever I am
playing, I try to contribute in
both departments of the game.

“And whenever I have
been given opportunities,
more often than not, I have
delivered. Yes, outside India,
my batting performances have
been highlighted more. I am
not thinking too much only
want to cash in on every
chance that I get.”

Jadeja is batting at number
seven in the series but won’t
mind batting higher up the
order.

“The higher up the order
I bat, I play with more respon-
sibility and playing with top
order batsman, you interact
and gain confidence. About
what we need to do and what
we don’t need to do.

“Also you get a lot of time
to plan and set your innings as
per match situation. Initially,
if I get start, then I play in a
flow. It is good if I bat high up
in the order,” said Jadeja with-
out specifying the position
where he wanted to bat.

He also praised young
teammate Shubman Gill, who
struck his maiden fifty on
Friday.

“He has the temperament
to play a long innings. He got
a good start today. He is
showing good signs.
Hopefully, he will have a long
career.” 
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