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WEATHER

Current Weather Conditions
Updated January 24 , 2021 5:00 PM 

ALMANAC  

TODAY

Month & Paksham:

Paush & Shukla Paksha  

Panchangam

Tithi : Dwadashi: 12:24 am (Next Day)

Nakshatram:  Mrigashirsha: 01:55 am 

(Next Day)

Time to Avoid: (Bad time to start 

any important work)

Rahukalam: 08:16 am – 09:40 pm

Yamagandam: 11:04 am – 12:28 pm

Varjyam: 06:11 pm – 07:56 pm            

Gulika: 01:52 pm - 03:16 pm

Good Time: (to start any important work)

Amritakalam: 04:25 pm – 06:09 pm

Abhijit Muhurtham: 12:06 pm – 12:50 pm

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Sunny
Temp: 33/19
Humidity: 61%
Sunrise: 06:49 am
Sunset: 06:07 pm 

Lepakshi tableaux from AP for R Day parade
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh will be send-
ing state's pride rich monolith-
ic rock architecture of Lepakshi
to take part in the prestigious
Republic Day parade as state's
tableaux on January 26 at
Delhi.

Lepakshi is one of the finest
examples of architectural
grandeur and belongs to the
16th century temple of stone in
Vijayanagara style. 

Much of the temple is built
on a low, rocky hill kurmasail-
am. The temple dates back to

1,583 AD and was built by
brothers - Virupanna and
Veeranna, the courtiers of
Vijayanagara Kings.

The tableaux showcase the

rich monolithic rock architec-
ture of Lepakshi temple.  

Besides, the temple archi-
tecture showcases the spectac-
ular monolithic rock Nandi

with 27ft in length and 15ft in
height. It is a colossal struc-
ture, reputedly India's biggest
monolithic Nandi.

Besides the record size, the
perfectly proportioned body,
finely-carved ornaments and
smooth contours add to its
grandeur attracting more
tourists.

The forefront of the
tableaux showcases the India's
biggest monolithic Nandi,
while the rear portion exhibits
the architectural marvel of
the main arches and pillars of
Lepakshi temple - 'Mukha

Mantapa', 'Arda Mantapa' or
'antarala' (ante chamber),
'Garbhagriha' or the sanctum
sanctorum and 'Kalyana
Mandapam' with 38 carved
pillars. The temple is encircled
by two enclosures. 

It also showcases the tem-
ples' outer enclosure, a mam-
moth Ganesha hewn in stone
and leaning against a rock.
Perpendicular to it is a massive
Naga with three coils and
seven hoods. It forms a shel-
tering canopy over black gran-
ite Shiva lingam.  

SUPER MONDAY
SNV SUDHIR
n VIJAYAWADA

It's going to be a super Monday
as the SLPs filed by the state
government and government
employees on panchayat polls
will come up for hearing in the
Supreme Court, while the
respective district collectors
will issue local notifications for
the polls paving way for the
aspirants to file nominations
for the polls stated for February
5 as notified by the State
Election Commissioner. 

Notably, the SLP filed by the
state government was initially
listed before Justice Lavu
Nageswara Rao bench, but it
was later relisted by the
Supreme Court registry to
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
Justice Hrishikesh Roy bench
on Sunday, along with the SLP
filed by government staff.

SLP No.1520/2021 filed by
AP Government and Diary
No.1817/2021 which was filed
by AP Government Employees'
Federation  were listed before
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
Justice Hrishikesh Roy as item
no's.39 and 40.

However, it was not known
if the relisting was done on the
insistence of the state govern-
ment, the petitioner, keeping in
view Justice Nageswara Rao's
past association with the TDP
or due to technical reasons. 

The social media on
Saturday was abuzz with a
picture of Nimmgadda
Ramesh Kumar and Justice
Lavu Nageswara Rao when he
was a practicing advocate
attending a public programme
together.

In this backdrop, it is high-
ly unlikely that the local noti-
fications will be issued. 

Interestingly, the opposition
TDP, which has been support-
ing the SEC, said that their can-

didates would file nomina-
tions on Monday wherever
panchayat polls are scheduled
to be held without the party
symbols.  The government
staff had openly expressed
their apprehensions and inabil-
ity to attend poll duties due to
the prevailing Covid circum-
stances, and the state govern-
ment had also communicated
the same to the SEC seeking
rescheduling of the polls.

However, unmindful of the
apprehensions raised by the
government staff and also the
fervent appeal of the state gov-
ernment, the SEC had issued
the notification for first phase
polls on Saturday.

AP govt vs SEC: All eyes on SLPs on panchayat polls in SC & local notifications
MARTHI SUBRAHMANYAM
n VIJAYAWADA

The election notification issued by
the Gujarat State Election
Commission (SEC) for conduct-
ing polls to local bodies on Saturday
has put the Andhra Pradesh state
government and the employees'
associations in a tight spot. At the
same time, it provides a shot in the
arm for the Opposition parties.

The election notification issued
by Gujarat SEC gives the much
needed relief to AP SEC
Nimmagadda Ramesh Kumar
too, according to political circles. 

It may be recalled that the
YSRCP government has moved
the Supreme Court against the
notification issued by the SEC for
conducting panchayat polls. 

The SEC of Gujarat on Saturday
issued an election notification to
hold polls to six municipal corpo-
rations in and around Ahmadabad,
81 municipalities in the state, 231
Taluk Panchayats and 31 Zilla
Panchayats on Feb 21 and 28. 

The state government finds the
election notification issued by the
SEC of Gujarat for a two-phase
local body polls in Prime Minister's
Narendra Modi's own state as a
major irritant. 

The Gujarat poll notification has

put the state government and the
employees' unions, who refused to
accept poll duties without first
receiving the vaccine shot, on the
back step. 

Neither the government nor the
employees' association would be
able to criticise the poll notification
since the polls are going to be held
in Modi's own state. 

The Gujarat poll notification has
given the necessary moral support
to the Opposition which is find-
ing fault with the ruling party and
employees' association's con-
tention. 

In Gujarat too, the vaccination
process has been kicked off. The
AP government has made it clear
to the High Court and to the SEC
that it would not be able to hold
the elections at a time when the

vaccination process reaches the
crucial second stage. 

The employees' association too
has approached the Supreme
Court.  The Opposition might
confront with the state govern-
ment on why the YSRCP govern-
ment should have objections in
holding the local body polls, while
the same could be conducted in
the state of Gujarat. 

The employees' associations in
Gujarat neither approached the
media opposing polls to local bod-
ies nor did they make public their
disapproval for the polls.  

The YSRCP government might
be forced to reconsider its stand as
the local body polls are going to
be held in the PM's own state. The
BJP might confront the govern-
ment over this. 

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

A woman working as
Accredited Social Health
Activist (ASHA), who was
vaccinated against Covid-19
on January 19, has died report-
edly due to fever and other
symptoms at the Government
General Hospital (GGH) in
Guntur on Sunday. 

The death of the frontline
worker triggered protest from
the fellow workers and
Opposition leaders who
claimed that the woman died
due to the adverse effect of the
vaccine.

However, the exact cause of
the woman's death would be

revealed only after a post-
mortem, Guntur district col-
lector Samuel Anand said,
maintaining that not a single
adverse event following

Immunization was reported in
the district. So far, 10,099
healthcare staff in the area has
been inoculated.

Gujarat SEC notification for local
polls puts AP govt in tight spot

ASHA worker’s death after
vaccine shot sparks protest 

Jaganmohan Reddy Nimmagadda Ramesh Kumar

PNS n CALIFORNIA

Like in the Biblical story of
David and Goliath, even in the
tech world you never know
who all can be challenged
and by whom.  If you are on
the right side of law, sky is the
limit!

Sridhar Ramaswamy and
Vivek Raghunathan, IIT alum-
ni and former Google execu-
tives, are now ready to roll out
'Neeva', an ad-free, private
search product.  According to
them, by the middle of this
year, Neeva could offer a cus-
tomer-paid and customer-first
alternative, at a time of grow-
ing concerns over the control
wielded by tech megaliths.

"The ad model has been
great for bringing search to
everyone on the planet, but
over time, there is more and
more pressure to show more

ads and not really what the
user wants. Our thesis is that
we can create a much better
search product, focusing sole-
ly on what a customer needs,"
says Ramaswamy, the CEO of
Neeva.  This is a domain the
54-year-old knows well, hav-
ing been the senior vice-pres-
ident of ads and commerce at
Google, and also run its trav-
el, shopping and search infra-
structure teams.  Raghunathan
studied at IIT Mumbai and
was earlier vice-president of
Monetisation at YouTube.

"So, it's actually a broad set
of experiences. Similarly, Vivek
was the first tech lead of what
is now called the Google
Assistant. So we've actually
worked on search on both
sides," Ramaswamy says, a
graduate from IIT Chennai. 

IITians to launch Neeva
ad-free search engine! 

PNS n NEWYORK

Over a thousand large dams in
India will be roughly 50 years old
in 2025 and such aging struc-
tures across the world pose a
growing threat, according to a
UN report which notes that by
2050, most people on Earth
will live downstream of tens of

thousands of dams built in the
20th century.

The report, titled 'Ageing
water infrastructure: An emerg-
ing global risk' and compiled by
United Nations University's
Canadian-based Institute for
Water, Environment and Health,
says most of the 58,700 large
dams worldwide were construct-

ed between 1930 and 1970 with
a design life of 50 to 100 years.

It said at 50 years, a large con-
crete dam "would most proba-
bly begin to express signs of age-
ing."

Ageing signs include increas-
ing cases of dam failures, pro-
gressively increasing costs of
dam repair and maintenance,

increasing reservoir sedimenta-
tion, and loss of a dam's func-
tionality and effectiveness,
"strongly interconnected" man-
ifestations, the report said.

"By 2050, most people on
Earth will live downstream of
tens of thousands of large dams
built in the 20th century, many
of them already operating at or

beyond their design life," accord-
ing to the UN University analy-
sis.

The analysis includes dam
decommissioning or ageing case
studies from the USA, France,
Canada, India, Japan, and
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Ageing dams in India and US are a threat: UN 

300 Twitter handles from Pak
to disrupt farmers' tractor rally 
PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi Police on Sunday claimed
that over 300 Twitter handles
have been generated from
Pakistan to disrupt the tractor
rally proposed by protesting
farmers on Republic Day.

Detailing the plan for the
tractor parade, Deependra
Pathak, Special Commissioner of
Police (Intelligence) said the
rally on Tuesday will be conduct-
ed amid tight security after the
Republic Day celebrations con-
clude.

"Over 300 twitter handles
have been generated from
Pakistan during January 13 to 18
to disrupt the tractor rally by
farmers only by misleading peo-
ple. There are inputs about the

same from different agencies too.
It will be a challenging task for
us but the rally will be conduct-
ed amid tight security after the
Republic Day parade is over,"
Pathak said at a press conference.

Since November last year,
farmers, mostly from Punjab and
Haryana, have been protesting
against the Centre's three new
agriculture laws at several Delhi
border points, including Singhu,
Tikri and Ghazipur, demanding
that the legislations be repealed.

Pathak said, As the farmers
wanted to do a tractor rally on
January 26, we have come to a
conclusion that the rally will be
conducted after the timing of the
Republic Day Celebration ends.

Preparations
for polls yet
to begin
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Though the State Election
Commissioner (SEC)
Nimmgadda  Ramesh Kumar
had issued notification for the
first phase panchayat polls,
the ground situation reveals
that very little has been done in
that regard.  

The SEC had on many
occasions in the past lament-
ed noncooperation from the
government in conducting the
polls but reiterated conducting
them facing such challenges. 

Notably, amidst stiff resis-
tance from the administrative
machinery, the SEC could not
even hold a video-conference
on Saturday with the district
collectors, senior officials of the
police and Panchayat raj
departments to discuss the
preparations for the polls.
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e-version of voter card 
to be launched today
PNS n NEW DELHI

Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad will on Monday launch
the electronic version of the
voter identity card which can
be downloaded on a mobile
phone or a personal computer. 

The e-elector photo identity
card is non-editable digital ver-
sion of the elector photo iden-
tity card and it can be saved in
facilities such as digital locker
and can be printed in the PDF
format, Election Commission

officials said.
"Union minister Ravi

Shankar Prasad will launch the
e-EPIC programme and distrib-
ute e-EPICs and Elector Photo
Identity Cards to five new vot-
ers," a Commission statement
said on Sunday.

The physical card takes time
to print and reach the voter, and
the idea is to provide faster
delivery and easy accessibility to
the document, the statement
said.

NCP'S PRACHANDA-LED FACTION EXPELS PM
OLI FROM PARTY'S GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

OVER 16 LAKH HEALTHCARE WORKERS
VACCINATED TILL NOW: CENTRE

RAHUL SLAMS PM MODI, SAYS CHINESE
TROOPS OCCUPYING INDIAN TERRITORY 

NO WHATSAPP, FB: TERROR GROUPS IN 
PAK SWITCH TO NEW MESSAGING APPS

T
he ruling Nepal Communist Party's 
splinter faction led by Pushpa Kamal 

Dahal Prachanda' on Sunday expelled Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli from the party's
general membership, according to media
reports. The decision was taken at the
Standing Committee meeting of the faction 
led by former prime ministers Prachanda 
and Madhav Kumar Nepal after Oli failed to
produce explanation to his recent moves as
sought by party leadership, the Himalayan
Times reported. The Prachanda-led faction on
Monday dropped a letter at the Prime Minister's residence in Baluwatar.
Earlier, the splinter group had removed Oli as the party chair. 

O
ver 16 lakh healthcare workers have
been vaccinated against the deadly

coronavirus till now, the government said
today in a statement. Over 31,000 people
were vaccinated in five states today till
7.30 pm, the centre said. Karnataka has
the highest number of vaccinations in the
country so far with 1,91,443 beneficiaries
followed by Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.
The nationwide vaccination drive entered
its ninth day today. Ten cases of side
effects have been reported today after the
vaccination drive. After a sluggish start in the first week, India's
vaccination numbers have gradually picked up.

C
ontinuing to target Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on his second day of campaign in Tamil

Nadu, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
alleged Chinese troops have occupied Indian
territory and the man with "56 inch-chest" cannot
even utter the name of the neighbouring country.
Addressing meetings here and in neighbouring
Erode as part of three-day campaign tour of Tamil
Nadu for the assembly elections to be held in the
next few months, he also repeated his charge that
Modi governed the country for just five or six
business people. The Central government was not
for the farmers, labourers or the Micro Small or
Medium Enterprises, that are the nation's future and abound in this region of
the state, Gandhi, on a campaign tour of western districts, said.

T
errorist groups and their handlers from
Pakistan are switching to new

applications which include one developed
by a Turkish company The new
applications have the ability to work with
the slowest internet connections where
Enhanced Data for Global Evolution
(EDGE), used in the late 2000s, or 2G is in
operation Srinagar: Amid a raging debate
over privacy offered by messaging
platforms like WhatsApp, terrorist groups
and their handlers from Pakistan are
switching to new applications which include one developed by a
Turkish company, officials here said. 
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Monday Mirchi
Arvind to lead ‘KTR’s team'?

When a new leader is set to take over as the
Chief Minister of Telangana, can his chief sec-
retary be far behind?  With widespread spec-
ulations over the impending elevation of IT
Minister KT Rama Rao as the state Chief
Minister, top officials in Telangana have begun
the exercise of assembling a team for the CM-
in-waiting. While some of the aspirants are try-
ing to directly approach KTR, others are happy
being in the good books of the IT Minister. The
undeclared consensus among all these officers
is that Municipal Administration principal sec-
retary Arvind Kumar would in all likelihood
lead the team being put together for KTR.
Interestingly, the name 'Arvind' means lotus,
which is also the symbol of BJP.  For KTR, tak-
ing on the saffron party is going to be priori-
ty until the 2023 Assembly elections. So, pit-
ting the wit of one lotus against the might of
another makes sense.  Arvind has played key
role in the Municipal Administration depart-
ment, for which KTR is the minister. The 1991
batch IAS officer is known for his hard work
and integrity. He played key role in changing
the face of Hyderabad city, despite facing many
hurdles. A little bird told us that KTR also treats
Arvind as his man Friday when it comes to
dealing with major issues. Going by whispers
in the corridors of power, two more young offi-
cers have also been identified as members of
Team KTR. When the crowning of KTR would
happen is the only question before the
Telangana administration for now. 

A retired babu who is the go-
to man for netas 
Normally babus known for unofficial,
unflinching and unthinking obedience to polit-
ical leaders having clout within their parties
wait for their own retirement to re-tyre
themselves and begin their political innings
with the blessings of the netas to whom they
are beholden for life.  If they are too honest
to court netas or to switch to an entirely new
field to strike it out on their own post retire-
ment, the chances of making a splash in the
chosen field are bleak.  They may even fade
away unsung. However, a former bureaucrat,
who had taken voluntary retirement and
switched to real estate business, apparently
without any netas' help, has proved to be so
successful in his chosen field that today he is
the go-to person for even the powers that be
in Andhra Pradesh. 

A former IRS officer, he is the most sought-
after man for clinching corporate real estate
deals. Everyone wants to cement their relations
with this babu, who is said to have become
‘very close’ to a YSRCP senior leader who calls
the shots in the north Andhra region and who
is an aide to Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy. This very special realtor is believed to
have clinched a high-profile deal in Vizag that
saw a corporate hospitality firm change hands
and become an infrastructure company that
is considered a proxy of certain influential peo-
ple in the ruling party. The realty babu is now
the Chairman & Managing Director of a top
real estate firm that has developed many high-
profile gated community projects. His bio says
he has had an illustrious career in multiple sec-
tors as a senior bureaucrat and even had a short
stint in the Indian Defence Forces. He did his
Mechanical Engineering from Andhra
University and was a part of the Indian Civil
Services for 23 years. He was also bestowed
the Presidential Award for his meritorious ser-
vice in the Customs, Excise and Service Tax
departments. The babudom is amazed at this
former taxman's singular achievement: post-
VR, he has netas running after him. Something
concrete for his peers and others to emulate,
let alone the piles of moolah they can make
in realty.

An app to net land sharks
Land is gold in Hyderabad, which is grow-

ing like anything in all its dimensions, win-
ning awards, certifications, this and that in a
league of cities bandied about as world-class.

Lands across Hyderabad district have become
'gold mines' over the past few years. Even a
square yard of land in some localities of
Hyderabad is valued at several lakhs of
rupees. If they happen to be parcels of govern-
ment lands, they are invariably prone to
encroachments.

Land sharks feast on lands belonging to
Revenue, Irrigation and Endowments depart-
ments because of the nexus with corrupt offi-
cials and lack of a fool-proof mechanism to
protect government lands. Measures taken by
successive governments have not yielded
expected results. As a way to change all this,
Hyderabad District Collector Swetha Mohanty
has moved with the times by bringing an app
to net land sharks. She has leaned on state-of-
the-art technology for the app that has proved
to be the perfect solution to protect govern-
ment lands in city. The young IAS officer of
2011 batch, daughter of retired IAS officer and
former CS of undivided AP PK Mohanty, has
been attracting the attention of all collectors
as well as top babus in the Revenue
Department with her 'Land Bank App', which
she launched last week. She is now tracking
the status of government lands via the app, hav-
ing formed task forces in each mandal head-
ed by a MRO and comprising four revenue
officials. Due to her close monitoring, the task
forces have already recovered 250 land parcels
in 16 mandals.  The details have been
uploaded via the app. The authorities are now
geo-fencing the recovered government land
parcels and putting up signboards specifying
them as 'government lands'.  Previously such
signboards served no purpose, but now the app
is so configured that the authorities would be
alerted the moment there is any attempt by
encroachers to remove fencing or take up any
illegal construction activity on the site in ques-
tion. The government land bank in Hyderabad
currently comprises nearly 950 acres. It was
about 750 acres when Swetha Mohanty took
over as collector in February 2020. Shwetha
vows to use the app to fill the gap.

No fear of action by SEC?
The Indian Constitution provides for ample
checks and balances so that the Executive,
Legislature and the Judiciary can function
smoothly if they stay within their prescribed
limits. When this delicate balance is dis-
turbed and constitutional functionaries
are at loggerheads with the executive
authorities, embarrassing situations are
bound to ensue. The no-holds-barred fight
between the State Election Commission and
the AP government has pushed senior IAS
officers to the wall. In an unprecedented
incident, the entire administration chose to
boycott the video conference convened by
SEC. It is not yet clear whether the SEC, as
a constitutional functionary having powers
akin to those of the Election Commission
of India, would take any action against the
defiant officers. His job would have been
easy had it been only one or two officials.
If they boycott him in toto, he has to look
for precedents, if any. Surprisingly, chief sec-
retary, heads of panchayat raj and general
administration departments also did not
attend the video conference called by SEC.
Those fearing possible disciplinary action
by SEC are being convinced by the execu-
tive bosses that actions recommended by
SEC can be 'cancelled' by the state govern-
ment. At one stage, top leadership spoke to
these employees' leaders assuring them of
'full protection from SEC actions'. To
remove all doubts, they were shown the
example of a senior officer in CMO who had
previously been reprimanded by the
Election Commission of India and who still
got his promotions in time. At the end of
the day, powers that be are hell-bent upon
not cooperating with the SEC and postpon-
ing the polls to the local bodies in AP, cit-
ing the rollout of Covid vaccination pro-
gramme as the reason. 

—Yours truly

With the smooth transition of
power in the USA on January
20, the optimum in global
markets has increased enor-
mously. On the other hand,
the rapidly spreading new
coronavirus strain in Europe,
Africa and the USA has sent
ripples in markets. This has
turned the major markets
volatile. Consequently, New
York gold closed at US $
1855.20 (per ounce) while sil-
ver closed at $ 25.48 (per
ounce). Platinum and palladi-
um closed at $ 1,095 (per
ounce) and $ 2,298 (per
ounce) respectively. 
Other economic parameters
remained moderate. Brent
closed at US $ 55.41 (per bar-
rel), while Crude MCX oil was
quoted at Rs.3,838 (per barrel).
While Gold MCX stood at
Rs.49,190 (per 10 gms), MCX

Silver closed at Rs.66,724 (per
kg), Copper MCX closed at
Rs.603.50 (per kg). Sensex
and Nifty 50 closed at
48,878.54 and 14,371.90
points. 
Leading foreign curren-
cies’ exchange rates were:
US $: Rs.73.00, British
Pound: Rs.99.87,
Euro: Rs.88.87,
Singapore $:
Rs.54.95, Swiss
F r a n c :
R s . 8 2 . 4 6 ,
Australian
$: Rs.46.34, Saudi Riyal:
Rs.19.46, New Zealand Dollar:
Rs.52.55, Kuwaiti Dinar:
Rs.241.36, Omani Rial:
Rs.187.71 and UAE Dirham:
Rs.19.87, Japanese Yen: Rs.0.70
and Hong Kong Dollar:
Rs.9.42.
In local markets, standard

gold (24 carats) appreciated by
Rs.490 and closed at Rs.50,130
(per 10 gms). Ornamental
gold too followed suit and was
quoted in the range of
Rs.45,850 – 47,950 on the
closing day. Silver (0.999)
appreciated by Rs.1,350 and

closed at Rs.71,350 (per
kg). 

COMMODITIES
The sentiment in

principal whole-
sale commod-
ity markets in
the twin cities

remained moderate. Rythu
Bazars and the various com-
modity markets located in
Begum Bazar, Kishangunj,
Mukthyargunj, Risala
Abdullah, Mir AlamMandi,
Dilsukhnagar, Kukatpally,
Bowenpally and  General Bazar
recorded moderate trading.

During the week, common
pulses such as tuar dal, masoor
dal, moong dal and urad dal
and commodities like chillies
and garlic remained unchanged
at their respective last week’s
closing levels, while staple
food-grains and common edi-
ble oils recorded a negligible
appreciation. 
Sugar production in the coun-
try took a quantum jump as
compared to the last year. This
year up to January 15 total sugar
production was to the tune of
142.7 lakh tonnes or 31 per cent
higher than during the corre-
sponding period in the previ-
ous year. Similarly, on the
export front of groundnut oil,
the country has recorded the
five-fold increase.  During the
calendar year ended December
31, 2020 our exports stood at
1.50 lakh tonnes, as against

around 30,000 tonnes normal-
ly. Still about 20,000  tonnes of
groundnut oil is expected to be
exported.  The reason for the
spurt in export is a huge order
from China. According to the
sources, China has imported
about 3.50 lakh tonnes of
groundnut oil from different
countries in which India’s share
is about 50 per cent.    
Common vegetables such as
cabbage, cauliflower, ribbed
gourd, snake gourd, lady’s fin-
ger, cucumber, potatoes, onions,
tomatoes, French beans and
leafy vegetables recorded a
marginal increase. The NECC
wholesale price of egg in
Hyderabad appreciated by Rs.5
and closed at Rs.380 (per 100).
The highest price of Rs.500 was
recorded at Ranchi, while
Hyderabad and Ajmer record-
ed the lowest of Rs.380.

WEEKLY MARKET REVIEW

Quantum jump in sugar production

HC UPADHYAY nHYDERABAD

Unfortunately, the current
situation in judiciary with
regard to its torch-bearers called
advocates is to say the least,
pathetic! In all-pervading chaos,
lawyers and courts at large are
at the receiving end. To prove
this point we have not to go far
behind history, but certain
recent unsavory incidents are
enough. 

It is common knowledge that
advocate fraternity even other-
wise is painted mostly in black
not just because its members do
wear the black coat and the
black gown, but also because of
the general tendency in society
and portrayal in commercial
films.  No wonder advocates
have been struggling to keep
their home fire burning. The
on-going Covid-19 pandemic
might have just provided one
more reason for such a state of

affairs, but the fact is that this
noble profession of late has
been ‘cornered’ only by a few
powerful law firms and their
supporters. 

According to a rough
estimate, out of approxi-
mately 17 lakh practicing
advocates in the country
only about 50,000 have
been earning more
than Rs.20,000 per
month, considered
to be enough just to
manage hand-to-
mouth a small fami-
ly of three! Still bar-
ring a few excep-
tions, the advocates
by large are perceived as a
greedy, manipulating, fleecing
and exploiting clan. This has
resulted in grouse against the
entire legal fraternity by  people
at large and most of the litigants
in particular. The lawyers are
shunned by prospective brides

and their parents, house own-
ers who are in the lookout of
tenants, banks offering loans
and what not. 

History is replete with a
number of instances when
the lawyers and their fam-
ilies were criminally intim-

idated, harassed,
i n s u l t e d ,
assaulted and
even killed

brutally by disgrun-
tled parties. The recent

incident of an assault on
one Rajendra Sharma, an
advocate in Etah, Uttar
Pradesh should be an eye-
opener. While hearing the

matter on January 19, the divi-
sion bench comprising Chief
Justice Govind Mathur and
Justice Saurabh Shamshery
expressed anguish over the inci-
dent and inter alia raised an
issue as to “whether The
Advocates Act, 1961 extends

any privilege to an advocate for
being not taken any coercive
action by the police against
him, if he is in prescribed
robes.”

In fact, this incident has gen-
erated a lot of heat among legal
circles so much so the Uttar
Pradesh State Bar Council too
had sent a sealed envelope to the
Court, requesting it to get the
entire matter investigated by an
independent agency like the
Central Bureau of Investigation
or Crime Branch of CID. Even
the Bar Council of India has
issued a statement condemning
the police assault on advocate
Rajendra Sharma and harass-
ment and humiliation of the
lawyer’s family.

Indeed, this is a sorry state of
affairs where the beholder of the
Rule of Law has been targeted
by the dedicated police force
which is entrusted with the
task of maintaining the law

and order. It is regrettable that
instead of working with lawyers
in tandem some ill-informed
policemen nurture hostility
towards them.   The growing
tendency of showing disregard
to the noble profession of advo-
cacy will destroy the very fab-
ric of democracy in which free-
dom, liberty and equality are
assured to each and every citi-
zen. In such an alarming sce-
nario, there is an urgent need
either to incorporate provisions
for the safety and security of the
lawyers and their families in the
Advocate Act, 1961 or enact a
separate piece of legislation
towards this end. 

AP-HC green light
for elections

In a major development, the
Andhra Pradesh High Court
has given the go-ahead to the
State Election Commission to
conduct the Gram Panchayat
elections. A division bench of the

High Court, comprising the
Chief Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami and Justice C.Praveen
Kumar, in an appeal filed by the
State Election Commission
against the stay order granted by
a single Judge bench held that the
order dated January 8 issued by
the A.P State Election
Commission notifying the elec-
tion schedule for local bodies
need not be interfered with and
the facts and circumstances of the
case does not warrant suspension
of the said order.

Initially, the writ petition was
filed by the State government
contending, inter alia, that as the
mass corona vaccination pro-
gram is going on in the State, it
is not proper to hold local bod-
ies’ elections now. Apart from the
legal nitty-gritty, however, it is of
the common knowledge that
the State administration is seem-
ingly at  loggerheads with the pre-
sent Election Commissioner who

has forced his way after the
court’s intervention much against
the wishes of the incumbent
Chief Minister. Hence, it leaves
no stone unturned!

A classic case of police apathy  
Hell broke out on Narendra

Singh and Najma upon being
freed from prison

when they found that their
minor children, a son and a
daughter, who must now be
aged 10 years and 8 years respec-
tively, were untraceable. After
five-year-long trial and tribula-
tion, they were released from a
prison in Agra.

The couple was picked up on
mere suspicion of their involve-
ment in the murder of a five-year-
old boy from village Bah in
2015. It is ironical that the cou-
ple, who were found to be inno-
cent, had to face police brutali-
ties and, above all, lose track of
their two kids.  

In its scathing order releas-

ing the couple, the additional
district and session court came
down hammer and tongs on
the police for imprisoning the
couple while the real culprits in
the murder case were at large.

Call it a travesty of justice
or police excesses or leave it
sheer to ill fate of the couple,
the fact is that all is not well
with society. For no fault of
theirs, innocent kids and
their parents have had to
suffer ignominy and loss of
identity for all these five
years. While it will be appro-
priate to dismiss the cops
responsible for such an inhu-
man act and put them behind
the bars, the State owes a
responsibility to the unfortu-
nate family to compensate
heavily in terms of money
and other facilities, besides
tracing the missing children
and restoring their custody to
the parents.

LEGAL 

ROUNDUP 

IS THERE ANYONE WHO TAKES PITY ON LAWYERS?

CPI opposes evacuation
of Polavaram displaced 
PNS n KAKINADA

East Godavari district unit of
CPI has criticised the state
government for evacuating
Polavaram displaced people
from their villages without
completing the construction
of rehabilitation colonies.

Addressing the media at
Rampachodavaram, CPI dis-
trict secretary Thallapaka
Madhu on Sunday found fault
with the state government for
shifting the people from 44
villages without providing
basic amenities in the rehabil-
itation colonies which were
still under construction 

Maduh demanded that the
government should provide

basic infrastructure and
amenities at all the rehabilita-
tion colonies before evacuat-
ing the people from their vil-
lages. 

"We are planning to hold a
meeting at Rampachodavaram
in the first week of February
under the leadership of party
state secretary Ramakrishna,

state committee member
Ravula Venkaiah to chalk out
protest programme with a
demand for shifting people
from villages facing submer-
gence threat due to construc-
tion of Polavaram project only
after completion of rehabilita-
tion colonies construction
with full amenities," he said. 

The CPI leader said the
Polavaram project displaced
were in no mood to tolerate
the injustice meted out to
them with regard to relief
and rehabilitation. He also
demanded the payment of
compensation to all the youths
who completed 18 years of age
fixing the cutoff date as 2020
instead of 2012.

PARTY DEMANDS COMPLETION OF REHABILITATION CENTRES

Continued from Page 1

It's reckoned by many as
the largest Nagalinga in
India. It also depicts the
finest specimens of mural
paintings of 24 by 14 ft fres-
co of Veerabhadra on the
ceiling before the main sanc-
tum sanctorum. It is the
largest in India of any single

figure and Shiva Parvathi
Kalyanam, an enduringly
popular subject with tradi-
tional Indian artists finds
expression here. 

The traditional music-ori-
ented ar t  form cal led
"Veeranatyam" which depicts
the tale of Veerabhadra dur-
ing Daksha Yagyam will be
performed on tableau.

Lepakshi tableaux... ASHA worker’s death after...
Continued from Page 1

ASHA worker, B. Vijaya
Lakshmi, 42, fell ill after two
days of taking the vaccine
shot and was admitted to the
GGH. She was a native of
Penumaka village in Tadepalli
mandal of Guntur district.
The ASHA worker had com-
plained of severe headache
and fever on January 22, three
days after she took a shot of the
coronavirus vaccine.

"We first took her to a private
hospital and later shifted to the
GGH as her condition wors-
ened. She was a very fit person
and rendered tireless service
during Covid-19 time," the
ASHA worker's brother said,
refusing that his sister suf-

fered a brain stroke as was
being said by the GGH doctors.

Tension ran high at the
GGH with hundreds of ASHA
workers, CITU members and
activists staging a sit-in in
front of the hospital.

Family members and co-
workers alleged that Lakshmi
died due to adverse effects of the
vaccine and staged a dharna in
front of the GGH.  They
demanded that the government
take action against the negligent
staff. They also demanded a
compensation of Rs 50 lakh, a
government job to a family
member and a house site for the
family of the deceased

Collector Samuel Anand
Kumar, District Medical and
Health Officer J. Yasmin, police

and other officials spoke to the
family of the deceased and pro-
testers to pacify them.
However, the protestors did
not concede to the assurance
of the officials.

The collector said the inci-
dent was unfortunate and
would be taken to the notice of
the government. He assured
the agitators that he would
acknowledge the incident to
the state government so that
compensation to the family
and a government job to a
family member could be pro-
vided.

Meanwhile, TDP activists,
who had also gathered at the
hospital to extend support to
the bereaved family, alleged
that cops manhandled them.

Ageing dams in India and US are a threat: UN 
Continued from Page 1

According to the report, the
world is unlikely to witness anoth-
er large dam-building revolution
as in the mid-20th century, but
dams constructed then will

inevitably be showing their age.
The report said that 32,716

large dams (55 per cent of the
world's total) are found in just
four Asian countries: China,
India, Japan, and South Korea -
a majority of which will reach the

50-year threshold relatively soon.
The same is true of many large

dams in Africa, South America,
and Eastern Europe, it said.

In India, there are over 1,115
large dams that will be roughly
50 years old in 2025, more than

4,250 large dams in the country
will be over 50 years old in 2050
and 64 large dams will be more
than 150 years old in 2050, it said.

The report said that approxi-
mately 3.5 million people are at
risk if India's Mullaperiyar dam

in Kerala, built over 100 years ago,
"were to fail". "The dam, in a seis-
mically active area, shows signif-
icant structural flaws and its
management is a contentious
issue between Kerala and Tamil
Nadu States, it said.

e-version of
voter card 
to be
launched...
Continued from Page 1

The Aadhaar  card,
Permanent  Account
Number (PAN) card and
driving licence are available
in digital mode.

Introduced in 1993, the
elector photo identity cards
are acceptable as proof of
identity and address.

The e version of the
voter  card  i s  b e ing
launched to  mark the
anniversary of the Election
Commission.

The EC came into being
on January 25, 1950, a day
before India became a
republic.

For the past few years,
January 25 is also observed
as National Voters' Day.

Super Monday
Continued from Page 1

Meanwhile, the SLP filed by the state govern-
ment on Saturday challenging the State High

Court division bench's order on holding the
panchayat polls will come up for hearing before
a three-judge bench at the Supreme Court on
Monday.
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SHORT TAKES

SUMIT ONKA 
n VISAKHAPATNAM

The Virgin Vanjagi Hill in the
Eastern Ghats of Vizag's
Paderu, covered with floating
clouds, at about 3,400 ft above
the sea level and yet to be
explored by many, may be
added to Andhra Pradesh's
tourism itinerary soon.

It's around three -hour drive
away from Visakhapatnam.
Located at around 100 km
from Vizag city, one needs to
travel 6 km from Paderu to
reach the spot. As there is no
proper approach road, travel-
ers need to trek for an hour and
it is not convenient for many to
visit the picturesque spot.  

After the picture of the place
made rounds on social media,
APTDC regional director,
Rama Prasad, visited the spot
to make a preliminary survey.
"First, there is a need for a
proper approach road. We have

to provide basic amenities like
drinking water, cafeteria, toilet
and parking facilities. We also
need to ensure safety of the
tourists by deploying police
personnel and fencing some
risky spots," he added.

We will submit our report
which will be further inspect-
ed by a technical team for the
approval of the state govern-
ment to make it a tourist spot,
he explained. The breathtaking
view of the Vanjangi hills was

unexplored by many. It started
drawing visitors after trekkers
and nature lovers shared their
experiences and pictures on
social media.

This newly-discovered hill
haven has already earned the

moniker Megha Samudram
(the Ocean of Clouds), because
the clouds look like waves of an
ocean from the summit of the
hill "The golden light tint and
the cloud cover as it floats end-
lessly is actually a sight to
behold. These are the kinds of
landscapes that take your
breath away. This is in the east-
ern ghat with the sun rising
and fog clusters shining bright,"
said an instagram user with the
handle name, Prayanam-
Journey sharing the hill cov-
ered with clouds.

The spot is drawing about
2,000 to 5,000 tourists consid-
ering the weekend and holi-
days.

While uncontrolled footfalls
and little administrative control
can often turn such beautiful
destinations into plastic dumps
left by irresponsible visitors, the
locals are hopeful that govern-
ment would intervene and to
protect the beauty of the place.

Virgin Vanjagi Hill to become 
AP's next tourist destination

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Sports council of NTPC-
Simhadri,  organised a
walkathon at Sadhan Kreeda
Maidhan of Deepanjali
Township on Sunday in a bid
to create health awareness
among the employees and
their family members.

Around 240 participants
took part in the three cate-
gories of walkathon - 2.5K, 5K
and 10K, and the winners
will be appropriately awarded

on January 26 by Group
General Manager Diwakar
Kaushik .

A K Srivastava, CGM, G C
Choukse, GM (O&M), and
Rashmi Choukse flagged off
the competition. 

A large number of employ-
ees, along with their children
and housewives, participated
in the competition following
Covid norms.

Sports Council organised
the event under the leadership
of Sports Council president

MR Jeena, GS JSN Prasad and
other team members.

Attending the meet as chief
guest, A K Srivastava appreci-
ated the Sports Council team
for their hard work and inter-
est shown in organising the
competition. 

G C Choukse, GM (O&M),
in his address, thanked the
Simhadri's Sports council con-
cept "Health is wealth" and
appreciated the employees for
participating in the competi-
tions.

NTPC-Simhadri conducts walkathon to create health awareness

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Former Minister and senior
TDP leader Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu on Sunday
asserted that the Governor of
Andhra Pradesh had a consti-
tutional responsibility as the
head of the State to restore the
'rule of law'' and prevent the
breakdown of the administra-
tive machinery.

Ramakrishnudu termed it
unprecedented and unheard of
that the officials and the
Government employees were
openly refusing to attend elec-
tion duty. In no other State in
the country, a situation was
prevailing wherein the employ-
ees were publicly defying the
decisions of the State Election
Commission (SEC).

In a statement here, the
Opposition Leader in AP
Council underscored the need
for the Governor to immedi-
ately intervene and set right the
situation in the State. 

"The confidence of the vot-
ers should be restored in a
democratic system. The
Governor would have to rec-
tify the Constitutional break-
down caused by the fascist
regime of Jaganmohan Reddy.
The YSRCP should be con-
trolled to ensure that rule of
law prevails in the state over
the whims and fancies of one
individual," he said.

Calling upon the public to
teach a fitting lesson to the
Chief Minister, Ramakrish-
nudu said that the arrogant
attitude of the YSRCP leaders
has caused a huge harm to the
State as whole. 

Ever since Jagan became
CM, the state was witnessing
a systematic demolition of all
the four pillars of democracy,
he said.

Governor must intervene and
save democracy: Yanamala

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

A cigarette lighter in the shape
of a pistol created a flutter in
Araku Valley on Sunday morn-
ing. 

According to the police,
four tourists from Visakhapat-
nam arrived in the valley in a
private car owned by one of
them and spread out for pur-
chase of liquor, eateries and
cigarettes.  One of them who
went to a pan shop to buy cig-
arettes had an altercation with
the shopkeeper. 

The local people initially
tried to pacify both of them but
later beat up the youth. 

When they twisted his both
the arms to control him, the

shop keeper saw the gun-
shaped lighter and immediate-
ly called the police. The local
people ran away from the spot
fearing the man, who was in a
drunken stage, would resort to
firing.

Sub-inspector of the Araku
Valley police station rushed to
the spot and brought them all
to the station. When they
questioned the man, he told
them that he bought the
lighter, which looked like a pis-
tol, online for Rs 904.

The lighter was also not
working properly, the sub-
inspector said. 

Though no case was
booked, the police filed a
drunk driving case against the
man. He would be produced in
the local court on Monday. All
of them were set free and the
police said the car in which
they came to the valley would
be released after the court
hearing.

A breathtaking view of floating clouds from Virgin Vanjagi Hill in the Eastern Ghats at  Paderu in Visakhapatnam. 

Pistol-shaped cigarette lighter
triggers tension in Araku Valley

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

A friendly cricket match was
played between CMD RINL-XI
and DRM Waltair Division XI
at the Railway Cricket Stadium
on Sunday. 

DRM Waltair-XI won the
toss and elected to bowl first.
Batting first, CMD RINL-XI
scored 97 losing eight wickets
in 20 overs. DRM Waltair-XI
won the match by scoring 100
in 12.3 overs losing four wick-
ets. 

CK Srivastava, Captain,
DRM-XI took four wickets
giving 23 runs. He is awarded
the 'Best Bowler' award. From

RINL-XI, Abhishek Roy scored
18 runs in eight balls and he
was awarded 'Best Batsman'
award.  

Mahesh Madhireddy who
scored 46 runs for DRM-XI
won the 'Man of the Match'
award.

CK Srivastava, DRM -
ECoRailway, PK Rath,  CMD-
RINL,   VV Venu Gopal Rao,
Director (Finance)-RINL, KK
Ghosh, Director (Projects)-
RINL, DK Mohanty, Director
(Commercial) -RINL, AK
Saxena, Director (Operations)
-RINL and Desikachar CGM
(Mktg) were present on the
occasion.

ECoR wins friendly cricket match against RINL

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Telugu Desam Party national
general secretary and former
Minister Nara Lokesh has
condemned the manner in
which the police tried to file
false 'rape cases' against the
activists of Telugu Nadu
Students Federation (TNSF)
just for trying to register their
protest at the Chief Minister's
residence. 

Alleging that the ruling
party was implementing a

vicious agenda to suppress
the voice of the youth and the
students, Lokesh deplored that
TNSF activists staged a protest
against GO 77. 

Lokesh found fault with the
police for booking rape case
against protesters. “This was
clear proof of the vindictive
attitude of government. The
false rape cases should be
immediately withdrawn and
the arrested students should be
released from the police cus-
tody,” he demanded. 

Lokesh condemns false rape
cases against TNSF activists 

‘Don’t be pawns 
in YSRCP hands’
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Former Minister and TDP
leader KS Jawahar on Sunday
advised the leaders of the
Government employees' asso-
ciations not to cause harm to
the well-being of the employ-
ees by blindly supporting the
activities of the ruling YSRCP
in the State.

Jawahar wrote an open let-
ter to the employees' associ-
ations asking them not to
become pawns and puppets
in the hands of the YSRCP
leaders. "It was the employees'
bounden duty to attend poll
duty and obey the orders of
the High Court of Andhra
Pradesh and the State Election
Commission (SEC). The way
the employees' leaders were
making statements disregard-
ing the courts and the judicia-
ry were condemnable," he
said. The TDP leader scoffed
at employees' associations for
saying that they would boy-
cott the elections on the pre-
text of the Covid vaccination

at a time when the whole
world consisting of 700 crore
population was back to nor-
mal life attending to daily
works. 

"It was highly objectionable
to avoid election duty on
some or other pretext. The
employees' leaders should
explain to the public whey
they were boycotting elec-
tions," he added.

Jawahar demanded that
the employees' association
should explain to common
people why they failed to
intervene and stop the
Government from harming
many employees with its fas-
cist policies.

Jawahar wrote a letter
to the employees'
associations asking
them not to become
pawns and puppets in
the hands of the
YSRCP leaders

DURGA PRASAD SUNKU
n HYDERABAD

It is almost a week since the
leopard that was spotted on the
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) premises
remained elusive, even as
Forest officials and the police
stepped up efforts to trace the
big cat.

The forest department offi-
cials are yet to confirm it pres-
ence. The area around the air-
port is covered with dense trees
and spread across 5,000
heactares. It has enough avail-
ability of prey and water to sur-
vive. There is a possibility of
migration from nearby reserve
forest. Speaking to The
Pioneer, K Shyam Kumar,
Shamshabad Forest Range
Officer said, "We haven't spot-
ted the leopard and efforts are
underway to trace the big cat."

On last Sunday, the leopard
was sighted at the perimeter
wall of the airport near
Gollapalli village. Meanwhile,
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) which was tasked
with guarding the airport area

are closely monitoring the
premises to track any move-
ments.

As the area comes under
high security property and
guarded by Central Industrial
Security Force officials round
the clock. Forest department
sources told that airport and
surrounding areas are termed
as sensitive areas and accessi-
bility of it is allowed after per-
mission from competent
authority.  The forest officials
are yet to trace the pug marks
which can help them in estab-
lishing the presence of big cat.
Our next course of action
including installation of cam-

era traps and rescue operations
will be depending only after
confirmation that the animal
is still present here, said the
forest official. 

The forest department offi-
cials are using the CCTV cam-
eras installed by CISF to trace
the leopard presence.

It is pertinent to note that on
last Sunday night CCTV
footage recorded around 11:30
pm showed the wild animal
walking on the road for a few
minutes between Shamshabad
and Tukkuguda. The animal
later jumped on the fence wall
near the compound of the
runway.

Leopard spotted on RGIA
premises remains elusive

300 Twitter handles
from Pak to disrupt...
Continued from Page 1

We have given them
around 170 kilometres of dis-
tance in three routes.

Barricades and other secu-
rity arrangements will be
removed and the farmers will
enter the national capital.
Later, they will return to their
destinations after covering a
"respectable" distance, police
said.

For the Delhi Police, it will
be a challenging task. We have
spoken to Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh Police officers about
how it will be conducted in a
convenient way. The rally will
be started after the time peri-
od of the Republic Day
Celebration has ended, he said.
We will have the tractor rally
on January 26 and there will be
no disturbance of the Republic
Day celebration and security
arrangements, Pathak said.

The professional assessment
of these routes has been done,
he said. The expected number
of tractors should be distrib-
uted in a way that the rally will

be concluded in a peaceful and
discipline way, police said,
adding that adequate security
will be provided to the rally.

The rally will start from
Singhu border and pass
through Sanjay Gandhi
Transport Nagar, Kanjhawala,
Bawana, Auchandi Borer,
Kundli Manesar Palwal
expressway and will return to
Singhu border. It will cover a
stretch of around 62 kilome-
tres," Pathak said.

He said the farmers with
their tractors will start from
Tikri border and pass via
Nangloi, Najafgarh, Jharoda,
Kundli Manesar Palwal
expressway and will head back
to Tikri border.

The rally from Ghazipur
border will pass through
Apsara Border, Hapur Road
Kundli Manesar Palwal
expressway and concluded at
Ghazipur. Those farmers
group will cover 46 kilometres
of distance, Pathak said.

The routes will cover over
100 kilometres of distance in
the national capital, police
said.

Preparations
for polls...
Continued from Page 1

Until Sunday evening, it is
understood that the basic
nomination forms having
barcodes of 18 kinds of
annexures have not sent to the
thousands of wards that come
under panchayats that will go
for polling in the first phase.

About 25,000 polling
booths should be set up for
conducting poll in the first
phase. At least 1lakh polling
staff needs to be trained to be
deployed four to each booth.

At least 35,000 ballot boxes
are to be readied and some of
these boxes are to be brought
back from Telangana which
were used in GHMC polls.

Delay in
scholarships
leave students 
in tight spot

VIJAYAWADA:  Federation of state government employees of
Andhra Pradesh, chairman, R Venkatrami Reddy said that State
Election Commissioner (SEC) Nimmgadda Ramesh Kumar's
actions could create 'tension' in the peaceful state. Referring to
the SEC's letter to state DGP seeking a close watch on him,
Reddy on Sunday told reporters that his statements were wrongly
interpreted. "I spoke in tune with the provisions of the
Constitution," he said. He clarified that the government staff was
not against holding the polls but they were only urging the SEC to
reschedule them after a few months. "Unfortunately, the govern-
ment employees are being victimised and targeted in an attempt
by the SEC to trouble the state government. There were instances
in the past where such polls were postponed due to several other
reasons. Since Covid pandemic is a bigger issue, we urged the
SEC to postpone the elections," he added. 

VISAKHAPATNAM: In a tragic incident, a couple died of heart
attack within an hour in Vizianagaram on Sunday. Unable to
bear the loss of his wife who died due to cardiac arrest late
on Sunday, a man also suffered a heart attack while he was
going out to share the news with his neighbour. The couple -
Manohar, 56, and Surya Prabhavati, 47, are residents of S.
Kota in the district. Manohar called 108 service after his wife
collapsed in the bathroom late on Sunday. The ambulance
staff responded to the call and reached the spot only to find
the woman lifeless.  
Manohar also collapsed after coming out of his home to
share the news with his relatives. The doctors who examined
him concluded that he had died of a heart attack.  Manohar
worked as LIC Development Officer while his son has com-
pleted his degree and is looking for a job.

Man dies within hour after wife 
succumbs to cardiac arrest 

SEC's actions creating tension
in the state: Venkatrami Reddy

Continued from Page 1

With a 45-person team in the
US, their plan is to roll out
Neeva in "four-five months",
first in the home market of the
US and then English-speaking
regions like Western Europe,
Australia and India.
"Fortunately we have a great
team of engineers, designers
and product managers, and
very good backers," says
Ramaswamy. 

Neeva has raised $37.5 mil-
lion so far, with equal invest-
ments from Greylock, Sequoia
Capital and Ramaswamy him-
self. The product will be dif-
ferent from what people are
used to, offering a single win-
dow for search and queries
into personal data on services
like Dropbox and email

accounts, Ramaswamy says.
"We have to rethink the core
technology. And at some level,
things like how you crawl the
web, how you index the basics
are similar," he says. Like
Google, Neeva will also use AI
and machine learning to cre-
ate the secret sauce - rankings
for searches.

On apprehensions that may
arise regarding personal data,
Ramaswamy says, "We guar-
antee that the product and
company are designed so that
personal data is indexed to
serve your results, and for
nothing else… We are creating
a company that, from the
beginning, is customer first
and customer only. We are
very adamant about making
sure that this is the one and
only revenue source."

IITians to launch Neeva
ad-free search engine! 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Inordinate delay has been
taking place in releasing the
tuition fee reimbursement
and disbursing the scholar-
ships for the SC, ST, BC, EBC
and minority students. The
treasury department has
withheld the scholarship and
tuition fees reimbursement
bills in spite of the welfare
department clearing the bills
for the year 2019-20. 

In fact, 40 per cent of the
students are yet to get their
scholarships. Disbursements
to the SC and ST students are
way better as the special
development funds are meant
only for them. 
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CAPSULE

PNS n KHAMMAM

District Collector and District
Election Officer RV Karnan was
selected for the State Best
Electoral Practices Award for
the year 2020. The Collector
was selected for the award in
recognition of his outstanding
services in taking the district to
the top position in the State
with regard to electoral rolls
summary revision, enrollment
of young voters and
rationalisation of polling
stations in the year 2020.
It may be recalled that Karnan
was presented the State
Democracy Award for the year
2019 by Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan in January 2020
for his outstanding
contribution in conducting
local body elections in
Khammam.  Responding to his
being selected for the award,
Karnan expressed happiness
and said the award was an
outcome of collective efforts
made by officials concerned.

KHAMMAM

COLLECTOR

GETS AWARD

PNS n SANGAREDDY

Patancheru MLA Gudem
Mahipal Reddy distributed Rs
13.82 lakh worth CMRF (Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund)
cheques to 35 beneficiaries
from his constituency in
Patancheru on Sunday.
The MLA said CMRF had
always come to the rescue of
the poor, who are in dire need.
Elaborating various
development and welfare
schemes undertaken in his
constituency, he said all the
schemes implemented by the
government were aimed at
benefiting all sections of
society. Saying that they will
take up all the development
programmes promised by
them overcoming all the
challenges coming in the way,
the MLA said the welfare of
the people was a priority for
the government.

‘PEOPLE’S WELFARE 

IS GOVT PRIORITY’

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Gramodaya Chamber of
Commerce and Technology
(G-CoT) is launching Kumbh
Sandesh Yatra, disclosed
Ashish Gautham, president,
Haridwar-based Divya Prema
Service Mission. He briefed
about the Yatra in Haridwar in
a programme organised by
Divya Prem Seva Mission
where G-COT representatives
were present. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Ashish Gautham said, "Starting
from Kanyakumari, the Rath
Yatra will proceed to all four
places where the Kumbh Mela
is held--Nashik, Ujjain,
Prayagraj and reaches to Delhi-
-from Delhi to Haridwar a
Padayatra will be initiated to
finish the Kumbh Sandesh
Yatra in a grand manner.

Many organisations like
Divya Prem Seva Mission of
Haridwar, Indian Social

Responsibility Network of
Delhi, Hyderabad's MASS
Organisation, Bharateeyam
Foundation (led by spiritual
leader Satyavani), JD
Foundation (led by JD
Lakshmi Narayana) and
IMPACT Foundation are help-
ing this cultural expedition.

Dr Krishna Gopal, RSS Sir

Sahakaryavaha, said that
organising Kumbh Mela lacked
a social perspective, hence,
the issues discussed by sages
must reach the different cor-
ners of the country. This is the
main idea behind Kumbh
Sandesh Yatra.

Acharya Balakrishna of
Patanjali Group, Dr Krishna

Gopal,  Mahamandleshwar
Yoganand Maharaj,
Ramakathak Vijay Kaushal
Maharaj, G-CoT founder
Delhi Vasanth, Yatra National
Coordinator Mankena
Srinivasa Reddy, Co-con-
venor Manda Ramachandra
Reddy were also present on
the occasion.

Kumbh Yatra will start on
February 27 from Kanyakumari
in Tamil Nadu with 50 people.
It reaches Delhi, about 4,000
km away from there, in 25 days.
The Yatra covers Nasik, Ujjain
and Prayag Raj where Kumbh
Mela is organised earlier. En
route, there are also eight
Jyotirlinga kshetras in the coun-
try. After reaching Delhi, there
will be a large number of peo-
ple going to Haridwar in a huge
padayatra. They will cross the
distance of 230 km in 10 days.

The founder of G-CoT Delhi
Vasanth, who conducted Chalo
Delhi Padayatra about farmer
suicides in 2007 for 2,140 km
said that everyone can partic-
ipate in the Yatra irrespective of
the caste, creed or religion.
Interested people can contact
CEO Shravan Kumar either
over mobile 9701200033, or on
the website https://gcot.in/,
who will make the necessary
arrangements.

Kumbh Sandesh Yatra to begin on Feb 27

PNS n HYDERABAD

BJP leader Guduru
Narayana Reddy vowed to
support the party workers
and called upon them to
strengthen the party at the
grassroots.

In all, 70 youth and
women joined the BJP in the
presence of Narayana Reddy
on Sunday. Earlier, he had a
darshan of Linga
Basaveshwara Swamy tem-
ple at Padamatisomaram
village in Bibinagar mandal
of Bhuvanagiri constituen-
cy on Sunday.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Providing much needed relief to
farmers, officials of the irrigation
department have taken steps to fill
all the tanks from Yellampalli
Reservoir to Kondapochamma
Reservoir as the Kaleshwaram
project has started lift-irrigating
Godavari waters. The plan is to fill
2,074 minor irrigation (MI)  tanks
to provide water to over 1.20 lakh
acres.

The Sriramsagar project has

plenty of water. The officials have
been providing irrigating facility
to ayacut lands up to the Lower
Maneru Dam. As the officials feel
that it is advisable to have water
stored in the SRSP to meet the
future needs, they prefer using lift-
irrigating the Kaleshwaram pro-

ject waters downstream of the
Lower-Maneru Dam. In SRSP
Stage-I, downstream of the LMD,
water has been released through
irrigation canals to bring an addi-
tional ayacut of 3.50 lakh acres
under cultivation. Under the
Stage-I of the SRSP, the top prior-
ity is to release water to 942 irri-
gation tanks. The plan is to irri-
gate 3.52 lakh acres under the
SRSP Stage-II project.  In fact,
there are 866 minor irrigation
tanks in the Stage-II of the project.

PNS n SIDDIPET

“As girls are forging ahead in
all fields, parents should
encourage them and if they
excel in education, they will
rise to a higher position, said
Siddipet District Nehru Youth
Centre assistant officer Kiran
Kumar.

On the occasion of National
Girls' Day, 25 girls from the
district were honoured, who
excelled in various sports at the
national and state level at the
mini-stadium under the aus-
pices of Siddipet District
Nehru Youth Centre. Speaking
on the occasion, he said that
the country would develop
only when girls were devel-
oped in all walks of life and it
was the responsibility of all to
ensure that girls were not dis-
criminated against.

They want a society that
does not discriminate against
girls. He said that there are

many laws to protect girls. To
make them aware of these
laws, they should study and
excel in the games. He advised
them to read without fear.
They should reduce the use of
mobiles, TV viewing and just
focus on exams.

In society, girls are excelling
in all fields and they are con-
sidered as ‘Lakshmi’ in every
household. “It is our tradition

to respect the girl child so as
not to look down upon them.
Some girls have been compet-
ing in all fields and making
their parents proud.”

The event was attended by
Bikshapati volleyball associa-
tion presidents Ravinder
Reddy, Upender Rao, Project
Director Sujatha Praveen,
Kanakaraju and others were
present.

PNS n BASARA

The South Central Railway is
going to launch works on the
track doubling works on the
Medchal-Mudkhed section of
the Nanded division soon
having completed the track
alignment survey.

Works would soon launch
on construction of railway
bridges in Hyderabad and
Nanded divisions.

The SCR has double tracks
in all divisions except the
Medchal-Mudkhed section on
the Secunderabad-Mumbai
route. To double the railway
track, the expenditure envis-
aged is Rs 1713 crore.

As part of the track align-
ment survey, the officials have
identified the place where the
railway bridge across Godavari

should be built to double the
track. They have examined the
quality of the soil and its
nature to build pillars.

On account of the increased
railway traffic on
Secunderabad-Manmad route,
trains have been getting
stranded for long time. The
traffic of goods trains carrying
coal to SCCL on Nizamabad-
karimnagar route has
increased, delaying the passen-
ger trains.

Camel is called the ship of the desert. Are you wondering what camels are doing on the city roads. They are helping a
few youth, who pay visits to colonies in the city, to take the kids on a ride for a few pennies. Surprisingly, in this hi-tech
age, some youth are still depending on age-old custom to eke out their livelihood, but they are bringing smiles on the
faces of children, who have been deprived of the chance to enjoy many traditional games. Anyway, the kids will have a

field by taking a ride on camels 

SHIP OF THE DESERT ON CITY ROADS

-SV Chary

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Central and State govern-
ments should buy turmeric at
a Minimum Support Price
from the farmers and take
immediate steps to set up the
Turmeric Board, said
Congress Legislative Party
leader Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka.

The BJP at the Centre and
the TRS governments in the
State are playing tricks and
playing the blame game and
causing trouble to the farm-
ers. He demanded that the
two governments immedi-
ately focus on the plight of the
farmers and support them by
providing the support price 

He said thousands of acres
of turmeric was being culti-
vated in the State every year
and the farmers are not get-
ting support price for their
produce.  This year, too, the
farmers cultivated 40,624
acres in Nizamabad, 26,165
acres in Nirmal, 34,078 acres
in Jagityal, 16,739 in
Warangal Rural, 1,766 acres
in Bhupalapally, 10,234 acres

in Mahabubabad, 4,200 acres
in Vikarabad, 1,491 acres in
Peddapalli, 1,388 acres in
Sangareddy, 1,091 acres in
Warangal Urban, 363 acres in
Adilabad, 191 acres in
Kamareddy, 140 acres in
Manchiryal, 77 acres in
Khammam, 50 acres in
Jangaon, 25 acres in
Rangareddy, eight acres in
Suryapet, two acres in Medak
and two acres in Siddipet.

Farmers are facing trouble
and are unable to sell their

harvest for a reasonable rate
as there is no MSP. They are
worried that the price per
quintal, which was Rs 15,000,
eight years ago is now not
even sold for Rs 4,000, or Rs
5,000, hence, they are incur-
ring huge losses. 

The BJP leaders are stating
that the Centre will take
action if the State government
gives a letter mentioning the
price, while the State govern-
ment and the TRS leaders are
saying that it is the Centre
that should decide the sup-
port price. He demanded that
the State government buy
the crop till the issue is
resolved and give relief to the
farmers.

Bhatti Vikramarka demands
MSP and Board for turmeric 

n The BJP leaders are stating
that the Centre will take
action if the State
government gives a letter
mentioning the price, while
the State government and
the TRS leaders are saying
that it is the Centre that
should decide the support
price

PNS n HYDERABAD

Trinamool Congress chief
and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
was losing her cool fearing
defeat in the ensuing elec-
tions, alleged Telangana BJP
senior leader NV Subhash.

In a statement here on
Sunday, NV Subhash said
Mamata Banerjee’s refusal to
speak on the occasion of
Nethaji's birth anniversary
celebrations on Saturday
shows her ‘adamant’ attitude.
Similarly, she insulted the
legacy of Rabindranath

Tagore by refusing to attend
Viswa Bharati celebrations. It
was an insult not only to the
legendary leaders but also to
the people of the country.

The BJP leader observed
that the attitude of Mamata

Banerjee indicates her down-
fall as she was unable to
digest the recent political
developments that were hap-
pening in the State. It appears
that the growing popularity of
the BJP made her panic.

“Leaders need to maintain
restraint as it is common for
people to raise slogans nega-

tive, or positive to express
their feelings in open gather-
ings. She should not have
skipped her speech at the
125th birth anniversary cel-
ebrations of freedom fighter
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose. By doing that she
insulted the nation,” he
opined.

n Senior BJP leader NV Subhash said Mamata Banerjee’s
refusal to speak on the occasion of Nethaji birth anniversary
celebrations on Saturday shows her ‘adamant’ attitude

n Similarly, she insulted the legacy of Rabindranath Tagore by
refusing to attend Viswa Bharati celebrations. It was an insult
not only to the legendary leaders but also for the people of
the country

‘Girls forge ahead in all fields’

Girls from Siddipet district were honoured, who excelled in various sports at the
national and state level at the mini-stadium under the auspices of District Nehru
Youth Centre, in Siddipet on Sunday

70 join BJP in
Bhuvanagiri
constituency

BJP leader Guduru Narayana Reddy
welcomes one of the youths into the
party fold at Padamatisomaram
village in Bibinagar mandal of
Bhuvanagiri constituency on Sunday

PNS n KARIMNAGAR

The activists of belonging to
the Telangana Rashtra Student
Vidyarthi Sangam (TRSV) and
Bharatiya Janata Yuvajana
Morcha (BJYM) clashed here
on Sunday. The representatives
of TRSV tried to burn the effi-
gy of the BJP State president
Bandi Sanjay Kumar for his
unsavoury remarks against
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao here at
Telangana Chowk.

At the same time, the repre-
sentatives of BJYM reached the
same spot for staging a protest
against the government for
implementing anti-people’s
policies.

When the TRSV representa-
tives tried to burn the effigy of
the BJP State president, the rep-
resentatives of BJYM obstruct-
ed them and tried to stop. A
heated argument took place
between them, which resulted
in a clash.

On receiving information, a
heavy posse of police rushed to
the spot and tried to disperse
the leaders of both the associ-
ations. But they staged a dhar-
na sitting on both sides of the

road and started raising slogans
against each other parties.

When the situation was
going out of control, the police

took the leaders of TRSV and
BJYM into their custody and
sent them to nearby police sta-
tions.

Meanwhile, the president of
the BJYM Praveen alleged that
the police behaved rudely with
the members of BJYM and
arrested them without any rea-
son and sent them to the
police station.

BJP leader foresees Mamata’s downfall

TRSV, BJYM activists clash

n When the TRSV representatives tried to burn the effigy of
BJP State president, the representatives of BJYM obstructed
them and tried to stop. A heated argument took place
between them, which resulted in the clash

n President of the BJYM Praveen alleged that the police
behaved rudely with the members of BJYM and arrested
them without any reason and sent them to the police station 

The activists of belonging to the Bharatiya Janata
Yuvajana Morcha  having a heated argument with
police in Karimangar on Sunday

Activists of belonging to the Telangana Rashtra Student
Vidyarthi Sangam (TRSV) and Bharatiya Janata Yuvajana
Morcha (BJYM) raising slogans against each other in
Karimnagar on Sunday

Medchal-Mudkhed track
doubling works soon

PNS n KARIMNAGAR

“We are able to provide quality
power to all sector, thanks to
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao for his con-
tinuous supervision, said
Chairman and Managing
Director of TS Transco
Devulapalli Prabhakar Rao.

On Sunday, he inaugurated
a 33/11 KV power substation
at Vennampalli village in
Saidapur zone of Karimnagar
district. Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said the substation
would provide quality services
to Vennampalli, Laxmanapalli,
Arepalli, Somaram and
Ramachandrapur villages.

He said the Chief Minister
had been reviewing the power
generation and supply on a
daily basis for the first year of
his tenure. He said Rs 29,800
crore has been spent on trans-
mission and distribution with
the aim of providing quality
electricity to the agricultural
sector and all other needs. In

the first year of the formation
of Telangana, a 600 MW power
plant was set up at
Bhupalapally and a 1,080 MW
Bhadradri power plant at
Manuguru at a cost of Rs
17,000 crore will be able to gen-
erate electricity in three units.
He said a 4,000 MW Yadadri
power plant at Miryalaguda
could also be made available.

"We are proud to say that
while power consumption
stands as an indicator of
progress for both the States and

the country, the average power
consumption in the country
has increased from 1,200 units
(for captivity) to 2091 units in
the State," he said. 

He said the power sector
would play a leading role in the
development of the State.  He
reminded that despite the lack
of free power supply to the
agriculture sector across the
country, the Chief Minister
was continuing to provide
uninterrupted free electricity
to the agriculture sector irre-

spective of the additional bur-
den of Rs 12 to 13 crore in the
interest of the farmers.

At the Husnabad divisional
centre, local legislator Odi
Tela Satish Kumar said the 220
kv power substation was sanc-
tioned at his request.
Huzurabad division alone has
more than 31,000 transform-
ers and another 31 33/11 KV
substations operating like
nowhere else in the State.

The event was attended by
MLA Satish Kumar, MLC
Nardas Laxman Rao, ZDP chair-
person Kanumalla Vijaya, Suda
chairman Jeevi Ramakrishna
Rao and local leaders.

‘Better medicare 

at primary health

sub-centres’
PNS n SIDDIPET

Minister for Finance Harish
Rao said the government was
working to provide full-fledged
facilities and better medical
services at key primary health
sub-centres in rural public
health. As part of this, Rs 7.68
crore has been sanctioned for
the construction of permanent
buildings for 48 ongoing sub-
health centres in rented build-
ings in Siddipet district.

The minister said the sub-
health centre buildings would
be constructed with funds
from the National Health
Commission (NHM). The
minister said the government
has directed the authorities to
release Rs 2.30 crore as the first
instalment to enable the con-
struction work to start imme-
diately.

2,075 tanks to be filled 
with Kaleshwaram water

TS Transco CMD hails CM for
uninterrupted power supply

Chairman and Managing Director of TS Transco Devulapalli Prabhakar Rao
inaugurating a 33/11 KV power substation at Vennampalli village in Saidapur
zone of Karimnagar district on Sunday

n Chairman and Managing
Director of Electricity
Transmission Corporation
Devulapalli Prabhakar Rao
inaugurated a 33/11 KV
power substation at
Vennampalli village in
Saidapur zone of
Karimnagar district
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T
he Congress on Sunday
appointed Tamradhawj Sahu
as a senior observer to

oversee the election campaign
and coordination for the
upcoming local body polls in
Gujarat. Elections to six municipal
corporations in Gujarat will take
place on February 21 and to 81
municipalities, 31 district
panchayats and 231 taluka panchayats on February 28, state election
commission had said on Saturday. Congress president Sonia Gandhi has
appointed Tamradhawj Sahu as senior All India Congress Committee
(AIIC) observer to "oversee election campaign and coordination of the
upcoming local body election in Gujarat with immediate effect", a party
statement said. He will discharge his duties in consultation and close
coordination with AICC In-charge of Gujarat, Rajeev Satav, it said. 

INDIA CORNER

Cong appoints Tamradhawj as
observer for Gujarat local body polls

M
inimum temperatures
hovered above normal
limits in Punjab and

Haryana on Sunday and a thick
blanket of fog engulfed most
places in the two states,
reducing visibility levels. While
night temperatures hovered above normal, cold weather conditions
persisted during the day at most places. According to Meteorological
Department officials here, Chandigarh recorded a minimum
temperature of 11.2 degrees Celsius. Amritsar in Punjab recorded a
low of 6 degrees Celsius, while Ludhiana and Patiala too recorded
above normal minimum temperatures at 8.6 degrees Celsius and 8.6
degrees Celsius, respectively. Pathankot (8.1 degrees Celsius),
Adampur (8.9 degrees Celsius), Halwara (8.1 degrees Celsius),
Faridkot (7 degrees Celsius) and Gurdaspur (8 degrees Celsius) also
recorded above normal minimum temperatures.

Minimum temperatures hover
above normal in Punjab, Haryana

I
n a major catch, custom
officials arrested two
Ugandan nationals at the

Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
airport here on Sunday for
allegedly trying to smuggle
heroin worth Rs 68 crore into
the country, an official
statement said. It is one of the
biggest detection of heroin/narcotics at any international airport in the
country, the statement issued by the customs department said. On
suspicion, two Ugandan nationals coming from Entebebe via Doha
were intercepted by the air customs officers at the IGI airport on
Sunday, it said. While searching the checked-in bags of the two
passengers, a total of 51 pouches containing 9.8 kgs (approx) of
white powdery substance, suspected to be narcotics was recovered,
the statement said.

2 Ugandan men held with heroin
worth Rs 68 cr at Delhi airport

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi will
interact with Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar awardees

on Monday via video conferencing,
according to the Prime Minister's
Office. The government of India has
been conferring the Bal Shakti Puraskar
under the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar to children with exceptional abilities and outstanding
achievements in the fields of innovation, sports, arts and culture,
social service, scholastic field, and bravery. Prime Minister Modi will
interact with Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP)
awardees on January 25, 2021 at 12 noon via video conferencing.
Union Women and Child Development Minister Smriti Irani will also
be present on the occasion, the PMO said in a statement.

Modi to interact with Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar awardees

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Republic Day tractor
parade by agitating farmers
will feature a number of
tableaux from across states
depicting village life, the protest
against the Centre's contentious
farm laws, and hailing their
courage, according to organis-
ers.

A farmer leader told PTI that
directions were issued to all
organisations participating in
the protest to prepare tableaux
for the parade.

"Around one lakh tractor-
trolleys from across the coun-
try will participate in the
parade. Around 30 per cent of
these will have tableaux on
different themes, including the
history of the farmers' move-
ment in India, the role of
women farmers and farming
practices followed in different
states," he said.

A few children from
Maharashtra's Vidarbha region
have also planned a tableau on
farmer suicides.

"Children of farmers who
committed suicide are expect-
ed to participate in the parade.
Their tableau will depict the
hardships faced by farmers of
the region that faces water
scarcity," a member of Swaraj
India said.

Tableaux from states like
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Uttarakhand will

show how fruits and vegetables
are cultivated in the hilly
regions.

Participants from Punjab
and Haryana will showcase
traditional and modern farm-
ing technology and statues of
women milking cows and
farmers driving bullock carts.

Each tractor will carry a tri-
colour and there will be folk
music and patriotic songs.

A member of the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM), a joint
front of the protesting farmer
unions, said the parade is like-
ly to start from the five border
points of Delhi -- Singhu, Tikri,
Ghazipur, Palwal and
Shahjahanpur -- where farmers
have been camping since
November 28 last year.

The tractor parade will start
after the official Republic Day
parade concludes at Rajpath
and cover a distance of more
than 100 kilometers before
culminating around 6 pm, he

said.
A war room has been set up

at each protest site to ensure
effective coordination during
the parade. There will 40 mem-
bers, including doctors, secu-
rity personnel and social media
managers, in each of these
rooms, the SKM member said.

Around 40 ambulances will
be stationed along the route to
attend to any medical emer-
gency.

Another farmer leader said
around 2,500 volunteers have
been deployed to ensure that
the parade remains peaceful
and no untoward incident takes
place. The volunteers have
been given badges and identi-
ty cards.A team of ex-service-
men participating in the protest
will also keep an eye on the
security situation.

The Delhi Police has agreed
to remove the barricades at
Singhu and Tikri to let farmers
enter the national capital.

Tableaux to depict protest against agri laws

PNS n CHANDIGARH

A day after protesting farmer
leaders paraded a youth who
claimed a plot to disrupt their
January 26 tractor rally, the
Haryana police on Saturday
said it had found no proof to
support the allegations during
its probe. It said the youth had
claimed that he "cooked up"
the conspiracy story under fear
after some volunteers at a
protest site caught him and
accused him of eve-teasing.

Superintendent of Police
Jashandeep Singh Randhawa
said the youth, identified as 21-
year-old Yogesh Rawat from
Sonipat, was being questioned
and had not been arrested.

PNS n GHAZIABAD

Around 25,000 tractors from
Uttar Pradesh and Uttara-
khand will participate in the
'kisan parade' in the nation-
al capital on January 26,
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU) leader Rakesh Tikait
said on Saturday.

Farmers moving towards
UP Gate from the two states
on their tractor trolleys were
intercepted by police in dif-
ferent districts but farmers
will arrive here at every cost,
he said.

"Around 25,000 tractors
would arrive here and a trac-
tor rally would be brought out
on Republic Day. 

‘Youth cooked
up conspiracy
story’

25,000 tractors
for Kisan
parade

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
slammed the Centre over fuel
prices touching an "all-time
high" and demanded that the
excise duty hike affected by the
Modi government during its
tenure be immediately rolled
back to give relief to the masses.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi attacked the Centre
over the rise in fuel prices,
saying people are suffering
due to inflation while the
Modi government is busy in
tax collection.

The party's attack on the
government came a day after
petrol and diesel prices in the
country touched new all-time
highs after rates were
increased for the fourth time
in the week.

Congress spokesperson
Ajay Maken said in Delhi on
Sunday the petrol prices have
reached an all time high of Rs
85.70 per litre and diesel has
reached Rs 75.88 a litre.

"What is more shocking is
that during the Congress'
regime when we left power in
May 2014, the international
crude oil was USD 108 per
barrel, but petrol and diesel
prices were at Rs 71.51 and Rs
57.28 per litre respectively,
which have increased to Rs
85.70 and Rs 75.88 in Delhi
today despite the crude oil
prices coming down to half of
that time," he said at a media
briefing.

The Modi government has

earned Rs. 20,00,000 crore in
the last six and a half years by
increasing the excise duty on
petrol and diesel alone, Maken
alleged.

"The most important ques-
tion now is where has this
more than Rs 20 lakh crore
gone," he said.

"Has it gone in the pockets
of Mr (Narendra) Modi's
crony capitalist friends. This is
what the Congress wants to
know from the government,"
Maken asked.

Congress slams Central
govt over rise in fuel prices

PNS n NEW DELHI

Identifying severe acute mal-
nutrition (SAM) in children
and their referral to hospitals,
using AYUSH concepts and
monitoring through 'Poshan
Tracker' are among highlights
of the government's new
guidelines which aim to
improve nutritional status of
children and women in the
country.

In a letter to all states and
UTs, the Women and Child
Development Ministry asked
all chief secretaries to launch
a drive for identification of
severe acute malnutrition in
children for referral to hospi-
tals, if required, and AYUSH
centres and complete this exer-
cise by January 31.

"The states shall launch a
drive for identification of SAM
children for referral to hospi-
tals (if required) and AYUSH
centres in accordance with

the detailed action plan
approved by the District
Nutrition Committee to be
finalised in consultation with
the Chief Medical Officer.
This exercise shall be complet-
ed by January 31, 2021," the
ministry said.

The ministry shared the
guidelines and stressed on the
need to ensure that entitle-
ments of Supplementary
Nutrition Programme reach
the intended beneficiaries in a
time-bound manner as per

quantity and nutritional stan-
dards.

The ministry said it has
streamlined guidelines on
quality assurance, roles and
responsibilities of duty holders,
procedure for procurement,
integrating AYUSH concepts
and data management and
monitoring through 'Poshan
Tracker' for transparency, effi-
ciency and accountability in
delivery of supplementary
nutrition.

The ministry has asked all

states to mandatorily imple-
ment POSHAN Tracker that
uses centralised data architec-
ture to align with digital tech-
nology systems of other min-
istries and programs.

"The system provides a dig-
ital identity to each beneficia-
ry and generates automated
alerts to the critical last mile
beneficiaries. lt also ensures
efficient audit of the delivery
system by documenting real
time attendance of beneficia-
ries and duty bearers," the
ministry said in the letter
issued on January 13.

The tracker also gives a
robust digital technology plat-
form and management infor-
mation system with help the
nutrition mission to scale effi-
ciently, thereby generating sig-
nificant positive impact and
documentation thereof, the
ministry said.

The ministry has also asked
for integrating AYUSH con-

cepts for holistic nourishment.
"The science of AYUSH is a

system that builds and pro-
motes health and wellness and
can address the requirements
of nutrition by tapping into the
country's indigenous tradi-
tional practices," it said.

The ministry said Poshan
Vatikas (kitchen gardens and
nutri-gardens) shall be set up
where benefits can easily be
given to women and children.

The main objective of intro-
ducing the concept of Poshan
Vatika is to encourage commu-
nity members to cultivate local
food crops in their backyards.
Poshan Vatikas can meet the
important dietary diversity
gap that has been repeatedly
revealed in different surveys by
providing different fruits, nuts,
herbs and vegetables round the
year, thus helping in introduc-
ing healthy eating practices to
address malnutrition, the min-
istry said.

States asked to identify kids with malnutrition 

PNS n THANE

Two Pune-based persons were
arrested for submitting fake
documents while standing sure-
ty for an undertrial's bail, police
in Thane district's Kalyan area
said on Sunday. Tushar
Gaikwad and Gajanan Baxi
submitted bogus Aadhaar
cards, ration cards and other
documents to stand surety for
the bail of Appadhara Hussain
Irani, who was held by
Khadakpada police in Kalyan in
December for rioting and
assault on a government ser-
vant, an official said. "After the
documents were found to be
fake, we arrested Gaikwad and
Baxi on Friday on the basis of
a complaint filed by the Kalyan
court superintendent." 

2 held for
submitting fake
documents for
man's bail

PNS n NALBARI (ASSAM)

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday alleged
t hat  i f  t he  C ong re ss -
AIUDF combine come to
power in Assam they will
open "all gates" to welcome
infiltrators.

Addressing a public rally
he re ,  Sha h  s a i d  t he
Congress rule in the state
gave only bloodshed, in
which thousands of youths
lost their lives.

"Can C ongress  and
Badrudding Ajmal keep
Assam free from infiltra-
tion? If they come to power,
they will open all gates to
welcome them, because it is
their vote bank," he said.

Only the BJP government
led by  Pr ime Minister
Narendra Modi can protect
the state from infiltration
from the neighbouring
country, Shah said in his
first election rally in poll-
bound Assam. The Congress
has formed Grand Alliance
with AIUDF, CPI, CPI(M),

CPI(ML) and Anchal ik
Gana Morcha (AGM) to
f ight  the  upcoming
Assembly election, likely to
be held in March-April.

Attacking the Congress,
Shah said,"Congress contin-
ued the British policy of
divide and rule. 

They created a divide
between Adivasis and non-
Adivasis, Assamese people
and hill peoples, Bodos and
non-Bodos.

"In 20 years there was
only bloodshed and 10,000
Assamese youths were killed
by bullets  f ired by the
Congress."

Cong-AIUDF will open gates
to welcome infiltrators: Shah

FARMERS' R-DAY TRACTOR PARADE

PNS n MUMBAI

Thousands of farmers have
left from various parts of
Maharashtra to participate in
a rally at the Azad Maidan in
Mumbai on Monday against
the Centre's three new farm
laws.

Police have stepped up
security at the venue in south
Mumbai and personnel of the
State Reserve Police Force
(SRPF) have also been
deployed there. Drones will
also be used to keep an eye on
the event, a police official
said.

The All India Kisan Sabha's
(AIKS) Maharashtra unit in a
statement said around 15,000

farmers set out for the state
capital from Nashik on
Saturday in several tempos
and other vehicles.

On Monday, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar and some other
prominent leaders of the rul-
ing Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) in the state will
address the rally, the release
said.

The state Congress unit,
which is an ally of the MVA,
has already extended its sup-
port to the protest.

Farmers from various
places gathered in Nashik and
left from there on Saturday.
Many peasants also joined
them on the way, the AIKS
said.

Maha: Thousands of
farmers to reach Mumbai 

PNS n INDORE

Madhya Pradesh Congress pres-
ident Kamal Nath on Sunday hit
out at the state government for
use of force on his party work-
ers during a protest in Bhopal
against the Centre's three new
farm laws, and alleged that the

government was trying to crush
the voice of farmers.

Nath led a farmers' tractor
rally in Depalpur, about 50 km
from Indore, to protest against
the new agri laws.

He was seen driving a tractor
himself in an agriculture-dom-
inated area.

On Saturday, Congress work-
ers protesting against the three
agri laws clashed with police and
allegedly hurled stones while on
their way to gherao the Raj
Bhavan in Bhopal, prompting
police to use water cannons, tear
gas and canes to disperse them,
officials earlier said. 

Talking to reporters in
Depalpur on Sunday, Nath said,
"The administration in Bhopal
tried to crush the voice of farm-
ers. The (ruling) Bharatiya
Janata Party does not under-
stand that farmers comprise
the largest community in our
country."

MP govt trying to crush farmers' voice: Kamal Nath

PNS n BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister B
S Yediyurappa on Sunday
said the officials allegedly
involved in leaking the first
division assistant (FDA)
examinat ion quest ion
papers may be dismissed
from service, even as eight
more people were arrested
in connection with the
leakage, taking the total
number of arrests to 14.

The exam conducted by
the  Karnataka Publ ic
S er vice  C ommission
(KPSC) was to take place
today but ahead of it the
city police arrested six peo-
ple with Rs 24 lakh in cash
and the question papers.

The  p ol ice  said  the
leaked question papers
were allegedly sold to job
aspirants. Based on the
expose, the KPSC post-
poned the FDA examina-
tion.

"We will initiate stringent
action against all those
involved in the case. I am
not only ready to suspend
them but also dismiss them
from the service," the Chief
Minister told reporters.

Stating that the officers
concerned have been sus-
pended, he said he would
get the matter investigated.

PNS n KOLKATA

Amid a spate of defections
from the ruling TMC to the
saffron camp in Bengal ahead
of the assembly polls, state
BJP president Dilip Ghosh on
Sunday allayed apprehensions
that the turncoats would be
given more importance than
the old timers, bringing relief
to some of the party's angst-
ridden leaders.

Switching political alle-
giance doesn't always guaran-
tee leadership positions, he
asserted.

Ghosh, however, insisted
that the party, in order to

expand its base and come to
power in Bengal, needs to
induct people from other
political outfits.

In an interview to PTI, he

also clarified that everybody
has to abide by the rules and
regulations of the party, be it
the old-timers or the new-
comers.

The BJP is a growing force
in West Bengal. Our organi-
sation is getting strength-
ened with each passing day;
people from other parties
including the TMC are join-
ing us. If we don't take peo-
ple from other outfits, how
will we grow?

"No matter who joins the
camp, I would like to add that
everyone has to abide by the
rules and regulations of the
party. No one is above the
party," he said, when asked
about reports of infighting in
certain pockets of the state
over induction of leaders
from the TMC.

Bengal BJP chief allays fears over turncoats

PNS n KOCHI

The coaches of the
Thiruvananthapuram-Shoranur
Venad Express decoupled from
the engine at Ernakulam north
railway station on Sunday, rail-
way officials said. The incident
occurred at around 10.30 AM
when the train was going from
Thiruvananthapuram to
Shornur, the officials said.

The decoupling took place
when the train was approaching
the Ernakulam station.

The train left after attaching
the coaches with the engine

properly.This resulted in a 20-
minute delay, they said.

"The train was moving at a
low speed and was about to stop
at the railway station when the
incident took place. It was a tech-
nical issue that will be highlight-
ed at the proper level," a railway
official said.

Coaches of Venad Express
get detached from engine

Karnataka CM
talks tough on
exam question
paper leakage

PNS n
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The 35-year-old woman, who
has been accused of 'sexually
abusing' her minor son, on
Sunday said she was innocen-
tand framed by her estranged
husband and his second wife.

Appearing before the media
with her face covered, the
woman said,"the truth should-
come out. My son was threat-
ened by his father to give the
statements against me. The
case is fabricated."

The woman, who was arrest-
ed under the POCSO
(Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences) Act was
granted bail by the Kerala
High court.

The court had observed that
the gravity of offences alleged
against the woman was serious
in nature and quite unheard of,
and had directedthe state police
chief to constitute a special
team, preferably headed by a
woman IPS officer, to proceed
with the investigation.

Husband
framed me,
says woman



porting the frontline men with
rifles and machine guns at the
bare minimum. It was subse-
quently discovered that the
British Army had a 1:10 ratio,
while the German ratio was 1:4.
On this criterion, the Germans
were two-and-a-half times
more efficient than the British
at the fundamental function of
fighting and killing the enemy.

Do not get the impression
that I favour the Army set-up
as an ideal example for organ-
ising a large company. One, I
have quoted an example of over
a century ago. Two, in today’s
context, the Army’s fighting
soldiers and officers are divid-
ed into many layers. A better
focused training would require
fewer layers of supervision or
leadership. In contrast, small
businesses require versatile
men and women, persons who
know how to perform multiple
functions for the simple reason
that the smaller the company,
the fewer number of persons it
can afford to employ.

Looking at the world sce-
nario, only about half the
employable people have jobs.
The other half is self-
employed, which includes the
wealthiest entrepreneur to the
humblest hawker. The message
is that of the two youngsters
coming into the employment
market, one must look for self-
employment. If one’s education

has been law, medicine,
accountancy or suchlike, s/he
knows what to do. Else, one
may try one’s hand at business.
This is where youngsters who
do not belong to families with
a business tradition can feel
lost. Business management
studies enumerate theories on
commerce-related subjects.
But they seldom lay out advice
on how to set up a business if
one has no experience. Few
successful entrepreneurs write
their life stories for the begin-
ners to learn from. Nor have
the publishers of educational
books apparently persuaded
enough entrepreneurs to fill
this knowledge gap.

A word of caution: Neither
an inheritor of business nor an
academician is quite the appro-
priate author of a truly useful
book. Only someone who hap-
pens to have started his/her
enterprise from scratch and
succeeded, is such an author.

My plea is urgent because
in the employment market
right now, women in significant
numbers are seeking jobs,
which was earlier a men’s
monopoly. We had not heard of
women fighter pilots in the Air
Force; now they are a reality. On
the other hand, the COVID-19
affliction has caused a loss in
jobs. Will all the shops survive
or will home deliveries replace
some of them? What are like-

ly to be the effects of work-
from-home on employment?

With no family tradition of
business, I worked as an exec-
utive in big companies for 23
years. By pursing acquain-
tances in multi-national corpo-
rations, I got started with con-
tract manufacturing. That line
helped me set up small facto-
ries manufacturing and selling
similar goods. This is one
example of how a novice can
enter his/her own enterprise.
But one factor is certain: The
person concerned has to lose
his/her fear of insecurity. The
security of a steady job can
sometime be as bad as a disease.

India is proud of its busi-
ness management schools
which have turned out first-rate
executives. But it will be inter-
esting to see a survey of their
alumni: What percentage has
developed their own enterpris-
es? I feel there is a need for sim-
ilar schools for small enterpris-
es. A laundry, a restaurant, even
a grocer or panwallah is a busi-
ness worth learning and pur-
suing. Everyone need not learn
how to run a large company. In
fact, there is greater scope for
smaller enterprises but I doubt
if there are schools teaching
about them.

(The writer is a 
well-known columnist and an
author. The views expressed
are personal.)

W
ith the Weatherman’s forecast that the mercury may dip to 4

o

C Celsius on the Republic
Day this year, probably the politically soaring temperature in the Capital due to the
planned tractor rally by the farmers’ unions is the only thing that might get our blood

thawed and running. The Indian Meteorological Department data shows the intense fluc-
tuation in the minimum temperatures this month due to factors like a lesser number of west-
ern disturbances influencing the plains, rapid change in wind direction and its speed. Delhi’s
chilly weather may have troubled the residents a lot but what sends a chill down the
Government’s spine is the scheduled tractor rally by the peasants, wherever it finally takes

place, and if at all. The Republic Day parade is the show-
case of India’s might and grandeur, its military prowess,
rich cultural heritage, its research and development, its
values, ethics and whatnot. However, a simultaneous
protest rally by the cultivators, when marching contin-
gents of our Armed Forces and paramilitary will show-
case the nation’s strength on the Rajpath, would defi-
nitely not be a feather in India’s hat globally. In fact, it’ll
be considered a blot on Indian democracy.

Delhi has become a political hotbed since the past
two months, when the farmers angry with the three
Central farm laws have been camping at its borders.
However, it’s not only the farmer’s rally that is expect-
ed to mar R-Day celebrations. In the absence of any

chief guest at the parade this year, in over 50 years now, the R-Day celebrations would
be a bit insipid. After British Prime Minister Boris Johnson expressed his inability to attend
the celebration due to the emergence of the mutant COVID-19 strain at home, India would
not be showcasing its military might and prowess to the world leaders, to their person.
Also, the celebrations will be low-key due to the COVID-19 pandemic as the number of
invitees has been drastically cut short to make sure that all the protocols are followed.
The weather forecaster has predicted foggy weather in Delhi for the next three days, includ-
ing that on the Republic Day. The mercury may dip further but the political temperature
is soaring each passing day; is expected to leave a mark on the 72nd R-Day and then
reaching a climax during the Budget Session.

O
ne cannot help wondering what ails India’s ‘grand old party’? Why is it that over
four months after the Congress set into motion the process of holding elec-
tions for the appointment of a new president, the Congress Working Committee

(CWC) on Friday unanimously put off the exercise until June? Does the Congress not
realise that it is rapidly losing political relevance in the country by losing State after
State? So now, with the Assembly elections to five States slated for May or earlier,
is it not the time for the party to elect a leader who will be able to effectively lead the
party into the polls and work out a strategy to reverse its dwindling fortunes? It is
very obvious that Rahul is not interested in being at the helm of affairs despite his

mother Sonia Gandhi’s fervent desire to see her son
lead it. Though Rahul is rapidly shaping into a politi-
cian who frequently raises uncomfortable and rele-
vant questions for the Government and even takes
on the Prime Minister, he is a “reluctant politician”
who would rather be away from it all instead of right
in the middle of a fight at the hustings. So isn’t it time
that the Congress began looking at someone outside
the “dynasty” to lead it into the poll battles? However,
given that the schedule announced by the party’s
working committee will ensure that the new presi-
dent escapes responsibility for the outcomes of the
five Assembly elections, one cannot be blamed for

thinking that the mantle might again fall on the Gandhi scion.
Is it that the party does not have faith in the bevy of veteran leaders who are more

than capable of steering it on the path of victory and, by extension, political relevance?
Or is it that the loyalists would rather run the party into the ground than change guard?
Is there so much rivalry in the ‘grand old party’ that the members can’t rise above it
and do what is best for the future of the Congress and, by extension, the country?
Everyone knows that for democracy to be relevant, alive and kicking in a country, a
strong Opposition is a must to keep the Government on its toes. But all attempts at
forging Opposition unity have come to nought till now as senior leaders — like
Chandrababu Naidu, Mamata Banerjee, Sharad Pawar and so on — refuse to kowtow
to a young and inexperienced leader who has never even been a Chief Minister? Plus,
each of them is more than capable and harbours prime ministerial ambitions. So why
would the stalwarts step down for a dynast? The result is a country with a weak and
scattered Opposition and no leader tall enough to give an alternative Government at
the Centre and occupy the Prime Minister’s chair. It is a shame that at a time when
the Congress should be finalising its strategy for the looming Assembly elections, there
is infighting over the internal elections and the CWC polls which were last held when
Sonia took over as Congress president in 1998. The Congress obviously needs to put
its house in order, both for its sake and for that of the country.

Missing cohesion

FARMERS SPOILING INDIA’S IMAGE 
Sir — This refers to the editorial ‘The farm
divide’ (January 23). Consequent upon the
failure of the 11th round of talks between
the farmers’ unions and the Central
Government, the wrong message is being
transmitted.  For the first time in the his-
tory of independent India, there is a pos-
sibility that farmers will take out a tractor
rally parallel to the Republic Day parade,
which is a big shame for us, as a nation.
The image of the Government is going to
get tarnished in front of the whole world.
The Republic Day, being a red letter day,
is of utmost importance for maintaining
a clean image of India’s sovereign prowess.
Celebrating and enjoying the Republic Day
parade is of great importance for every
Indian. 

We may have internal differences due
to different opinions, non-consensus on any
other issue but that doesn’t mean that we
have the right to eclipse  India’s global image.
The farmers are doing exactly that.
Therefore,  the farmers’ organisations must
abort their plan in the larger interest of the
entire nation. Patriotism runs through the
veins of every true Indian. On the Republic
Day, the countrymen are least interested in
farmers’ tractor rally and want to witness the
peaceful R-Day parade at Rajpath. 

Yugal Kishore Sharma| Faridabad

EDUCATION HOLDS THE KEY  
Sir — Gender inequality has affected the
socio-economic development of India for
decades, but now the situation is chang-
ing and we are moving towards gender
equality in all spheres.  The Ministry of
Women and Child Development has start-
ed observing January 24 as  ‘National Girl
Child Day’ to create awareness on the
inequalities and problems faced by girls in
the Indian society.

Our Constitution grants equality to
both genders, ensures equality before the
law and prohibits discrimination against
any citizen on the basis of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth. Indian women
are multi -talented and have the unique

quality of patience. They are the ambas-
sadors of our culture and heritage.

Gender inequality is mainly because
of poverty, disability, early marriages and
pregnancy, gender-based violence and
orthodox local traditions and cultures. But
now the situation is changing slowly and
gradually. 

Education is the only solution to many
of our socio-economic problems. Access to
quality education is the key to ensuring that
women have access to work opportunities,
decent healthcare and representation in
political and economic fields. In India, ini-
tiatives by successive Governments since
two decades have done a lot in uplifting
women who are now on a par with their
male counterparts. India cannot be empow-
ered unless its women are.

BVS Kumar | Krishna
WE MUST TAKE PRIDE 
Sir —  We should be proud that global
community is applauding India for its role
in sharing millions of COVID-19 vaccines

vials with other countries who require it
in this hour of crisis. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said that India’s vac-
cine production and delivery capacity
would be used for the benefit of all
humanity in fighting the pandemic. Even
Microsoft co-founder and leading philan-
thropist Bill Gates had rightly said Indian
pharmaceutical industry has capacity to
produce COVID-19 vaccines not only for
India but for meeting the global demand.
India’s inoculation programme is a huge

challenge considering its size and popu-
lation. It is not an easy task at time when
the economy is suffering and unemploy-
ment is high. But India has met the expec-
tation of the world and will also overcome
these hurdles. India’s vaccination pro-
gramme will finally be a big success and
will set a precedent for the other nations.

Ramesh G Jethwani | Bengaluru
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Brrr, & yet hot!
The mercury may keep dipping but the political temperature

is likely to soar ahead of the 72nd Republic Day

Since only about half the employable people globally have jobs, 

it's time to start training youngsters for self-employment

PICTALK

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and MoS (Finance & Corporate Affairs) Anurag Thakur participate in the halwa
ceremony at North Block in New Delhi.   PTI

TRUE, SOME FIRMS
OFFER A HEFTY PAY
AND PERKS WHICH

EXCEED THE
PROFITS OF A

SMALL-TO-MEDIUM
INDUSTRY OR

BUSINESS BUT THE
SATISFACTION OF

OWNING AN
ENTERPRISE IS
GREATER AND

WELL OFFSETS 
THE INCOME 

OF A TOP JOB

LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

PRAFULL GORADIA

The latest attempts by the Congress to paper over
differences raise more questions than these answer

T
he adage ‘better late than never' seems to
have come in handy for the grand old party
given that the much-longed-for yet belat-

ed decision to hold the party's organisational
elections towards June-end came from the
Congress working Committee (CWC), the high-
est decision-making body of the party, that met
on Friday amidst the clash between members
belonging to the old and the new guard. The June
30 deadline for holding the party elections met
with strong opposition from a group of dis-

senters. It resulted in a heated exchange
between two sections of party veterans.

But they unanimously entrusted the 
interim party chief Sonia Gandhi with the respon-
sibility of having the final call on the recommen-
dations it made vis-a-vis the election for the
party's full-time president.

The decision has been taken on mature
reflection so that the results of the upcoming
Assembly polls due in May in Assam, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and West Bengal may
not be attributed to the new chief's performance,
if these are not up to the expectations.
Interestingly, as many as 23 members from both
the groups demanded in an open letter to Sonia
Gandhi a couple of months back, the conduct
of the organisational elections. Now, political cir-
cles are avidly waiting as to what way this
Congress cookie crumbles!  

Azhar A Khan | Rampur

Better late than never 

Professions versus 
self-employment

F
or a living, there is noth-
ing more pleasurable
than owning and run-
ning one’s own enter-
prise. True, lately, even

in India, some companies offer a
hefty pay and perks which exceed
the profits of a small-to-medium
industry or business.
Nevertheless, the satisfaction of
owning an enterprise is greater
and well offsets the income of a
top job. Mind you, a chief exec-
utive of a large corporation has
several advantages other than
merely pay and perks. To be able
to operate on a large scale as well
the potential of further expansion
on commensurate scale is itself a
substantial compensation.

The larger the enterprise, the
greater the market and, perhaps,
influence, and the more the num-
ber of people reporting to the
CEO. Some chief executives expe-
rience, and rightly so, a sense of
power which a medium self-
owned enterprise can’t provide.
Until 1980, I headed a company,
with no questions ever asked,
which employed 25,000 people.
That pleasure is yet to be replicat-
ed in my own business-cum-
industry which has been success-
ful for its size. For a musician, the
pleasure of playing on a grand
piano far outweighs the satisfac-
tion that a harmonium provides,
although the former belongs to
someone else while the latter is
one’s own. The pain and humil-
iation of the piano being taken
away would be greater than the
pleasure it ever gave you.

Nevertheless, if I were born
again, I would get into my own
business earlier than I did in this
innings. But I must not forget to
mention that a certain discipline
and method of work that a large
organisation provides, a small
one seldom gives. It is not wide-
ly known that management sci-
ence or business management as
a subject was started by what an
officer observed of the German
Army’s functioning during World
War I: How best to develop an
effective organisation economical-
ly and then run it optimally. An
example that readily comes to
mind is the famous “tooth to tail
ratio”. Given, say, a division of sol-
diers, maximise the number of
fighting/firing men and keep the
deployment for servicing/sup-

SOUNDBITE
The honour is
ours, President
@jairbolsonaro to
be a trusted 
partner of Brazil 
in fighting the 
Covid-19 pandemic together.

Prime Minister
—Narendra Modi

Namaskar, Prime

Minister Narendra

Modi. Brazil is

honoured to have

a great partner to

overcome a global obstacle.

Brazilian President
—Jair Bolsonaro

D COMPANY is
going to be the
mother of all 
gangster films. It
will tell the story
of the father of
gangsterism whose name is
Dawood Ibrahim. 

Bollywood Filmmaker
—Ram Gopal Varma

Despite the
adverse situation
caused by  the
pandemic, export
from Odisha in
the current finan-
cial year up to November has reg-
istered 55 per cent increase.

Odisha CM 
—Naveen Patnaik 

Virat Kohli bats
better when he is
the captain. I think
if you change it, 
it would destroy
the culture of 

the Indian team.

Former Australia cricketer
—Brad Hogg
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Make AI evolution
inclusive in India 

I TAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ENSURING THE

VICTORY OF WHOEVER CONTESTS FROM

NANDIGRAM ON A BJP TICKET. 

—BJP LEADER 

SUVENDU ADHIKARI

I WILL CONTEST FROM NANDIGRAM. IT IS MY

LUCKY PLACE. NANDIGRAM IS MY OLDER SISTER,

BHABANIPUR IS MY YOUNGER SISTER. 

—WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER 

MAMATA BANERJEE

T
he last few years have witnessed the evolution
of Artificial Intelligence (AI) into a powerful
tool that enables machines to think and act

like humans. Considering the ability of this tech-
nology to transform economies, the AI revolution
holds unparalleled significance for a developing
country like India, which has the second-largest
population in the world. While recognising the
tremendous potential that this technology holds, it
is also important to understand and question the
processes involved in the making and functioning
of AI. The disproportionately dominant role played
by men in the development of this technology which
leads to gender stereotypes and biases, is concern-
ing. 

The growth of AI technologies: India being
the fastest-growing economy in the world has a sig-
nificant stake in the development of AI. Recognising
this potential, the Government had in 2018
instructed the NITI Aayog to establish a national
AI programme. Thereafter, the establishment of a
national AI stack, the proposal for a National
Mission on AI and the launch of a global AI sum-
mit in 2020 by the Prime Minister, are all evidence
of the Government’s commitment to creating a
robust AI infrastructure in the country.  

With machine learning (ML) finding its appli-
cation across sectors including healthcare, digital
finance and education, the opportunities for job
seekers are also abundant in this field. The robust
Information Technology (IT) ecosystem coupled
with talented human resource has the ability to con-
vert India into an AI hub very soon. However, like
any other man-made technology, AI artifacts too
reflect the challenge of being cluttered with exist-
ing sociological biases. Such concerns need a strate-
gic and tactful response to obviate the said technol-
ogy from reinforcing the existing stereotypes and
discriminatory social norms.

Feminist challenges to the proliferation of AI
in Indian Society: It has been 25 years since the
adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, that envisioned a peaceful and equitable
world for all women. A significant gender bias still
exists in our society. For instance, as late as in
February 2020 the Supreme Court had to remind
the Government that it’s arguments for denying
women a position of command in the Army were
based on stereotypes. Moreover, as per a recent
report of UNDP titled ‘Tackling Social Norms’, gen-
der bias is not a male problem as the findings of the
report reveal that almost 90 per cent of the people
(both men and women) hold some kind of biases
against women and people from other marginalised
communities. The challenges of social bias and other
forms of discrimination against women and mem-
bers of the trans community pervade all spheres of
life. While the existing digital divide and under-rep-
resentation of women in STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics) continue to pose
significant concerns, AI and automation are throw-
ing newer challenges for attaining substantive equal-
ity in the age of the fourth industrial revolution. 

With 78 per cent of AI professionals being men,
it is certain that male experiences inform and dom-
inate all AI algorithms with negligible representa-
tion from the other communities. This power imbal-
ance has severe adverse implications for the other
sexes like affecting their access to jobs and loans by
automatically vetting out their applications. 

Even companies leading the drive of automa-
tion are unintentionally contributing to the exist-
ing social biases getting embedded in the AI sys-
tems. As highlighted in a 2019 report by UNESCO,
it is not a coincidence that virtual personal assis-
tants like Alexa and Siri have female names and they
come with a default female voice. These features
reinforce the existing social realities where a

majority of personal assistants in the
public and private sector are women.

The way forward: Some of the
solutions that concern an overall bet-
ter uptake of AI among women and
minorities for India lie in designing
these systems inclusively. This may
seem fairly obvious on the face of it,
but effectively it means using more
inclusive training data wherever
possible. For instance, women who
have never formally learnt to read or
write can use their smartphones to
communicate. Such digital literacy —
and India’s increasing digital penetra-
tion — can open up a world of
opportunities. Voice assistants inbuilt
into mobile devices allow women to
access a range of tools — however,
manufacturers need to ensure that
the training data used by the voice
assistant is inclusive. Indian accents
can vary incredibly based on region,
according to the Eighth Schedule of
the Indian Constitution, India has 22
regional languages. These can vary
further — based on geography and
community. If the voice assistant is
unable to help a woman due to
dialect — then there exists a missed
opportunity to include those who are
not literate, but willing and able to use
their smartphones for a range of pur-
poses. 

The solution is straightforward
but the challenge lies in its implemen-
tation — there has to be emphasis on
ensuring that voice assistants can
recognise a range of Indian dialects.
This is not particular to women —
and is a much broader issue of
regional inclusivity — but it can ben-
efit women more due to the gender
divide in accessing formal education.
Manufacturers can pre-empt the
digital divide from worsening, in this
manner — and such a solution ben-
efits society at large. Conversational

AI can increase the number of cus-
tomers on an e-commerce platform,
help with information and knowl-
edge access and enhance internet
experience overall. There are many
women who are older and often have
not used devices as early on in life as
their male counterparts. This leads
to a stereotype that mothers are often
not as adept at using their mobile
phones, and some part of it can be
rooted in reality — however, that can
be changed with leveraging the
power of conversational AI. 

Another important element to
consider with AI and disruptive
technology is the nature of job loss
— which will be borne unequally by
women across the world. Gender jus-
tice in the workforce is a concern of
immense importance which must be
addressed when it comes to the
future of work. Women have the
highest participation rates in the
informal sector. This is reflected
across major sectors such as manu-
facturing, agriculture and services,
where employment of the female
labour force is mainly informal.
Their jobs are more routine and less
abstract than their male counterparts.
Research in developing countries
shows patterns of job-loss due to dig-
ital automation affect women-dom-
inated jobs more than male-dominat-
ed ones. This indicates that there is
an urgency to skill women so that
they can take on jobs which require
handling of the AI-based tools.

A majority of the female labour
force should be skilled to handle such
jobs across sectors. Empowering
women technologically will enable
them to benefit from emerging tech-
nology such as 5G, blockchain,
robotics, digital communications
and so forth — instead of being the
reason for an economic landslide.

COVID-19 has affected women
unequally — with women being on
the receiving end of job loss, domes-
tic violence and increased household
responsibilities. When the post-
COVID recovery for the economy
begins, India must remember to
focus on these gendered issues in
order to leverage the potential of its
working women — across formal
and informal sectors. 

In the truest sense of intersec-
tional inclusivity, it is important to
remember that inclusivity does not
include only women in the strict
social sense of the term — but also
sexual minorities. The LGBTQIA+
community in India isn’t well-repre-
sented on forms which collect data
for larger AI/ML analyses. Many
Government forms only offer the
‘M/F’ categories to indicate gender
and occasionally, ‘other.’ This leaves
out an entire category of people who
might identify elsewhere on the
gender spectrum — or non-binary
people, who do not identify as M/F. 

It is vital to work towards weed-
ing out the bias which exists while
hiring from the general pool of
applicants — by anonymising the
profiles of candidates in terms of
removing gender identifiers, limiting
the skill sets to only those that are
required for the job (and not inad-
vertently including skills which might
be typically masculine) and locating
non-traditional applicants. 

These are some of the social dis-
parities which must be kept in mind
while designing and deploying AI
systems in India. AI/ML solutions are
vast and far-reaching — with the
potential to revolutionise sectors
such as business and governance, but
their impact can be divisive, sexist
and exclusionary if not implement-
ed correctly. 

The disproportionately dominant role played by men in the development of this
technology, which leads to gender stereotypes and biases, is concerning

MARKANDEY KATJU

AI/ML 
SOLUTIONS 

ARE VAST 
AND 

FAR-REACHING —
WITH THE 

POTENTIAL TO
REVOLUTIONISE

SECTORS 
SUCH AS

BUSINESS AND
GOVERNANCE,

BUT THEIR 
IMPACT 
CAN BE 

DIVISIVE, 
SEXIST 

AND
EXCLUSIONARY 

IF NOT
IMPLEMENTED

CORRECTLY

I
n my opinion the next stage in world history will be marked
by two main events: The conflict between the US and China
and India joining the ranks of developed countries. Regarding

the first, there are two superpowers in the world today, the US
and China. The difference between the two is that China is aggres-
sive and expanding, while the US is on the defensive. Hence,
the Chinese can be compared to Nazi imperialists in the 1930s
and early 1940s, while the US can be compared to the British
and French, who were on the defensive. At that time the real
danger to the world was Nazi Germany, not the British or French.
Today the Chinese, with their huge $3.2 trillion foreign exchange
reserve hungrily looking for new markets, raw materials and
avenues for investment worldwide, are the real danger to world
peace, like Hitler’s imperialism. The main check to the Chinese
is the US. Therefore, they are bound to clash. However, for now,
the conflict will not take the form of an open war between the
two in view of the fact that both have nuclear weapons. But lim-
ited conflicts may take place, in various forms like tariff wars
and in different places like the South China Sea incidents. As
regards the second, in today’s age there are really two worlds,
one of the developed countries (like North America, Europe, Japan,
Australia and China) and the world of the underdeveloped nations
(like India and the other countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America). India is on the verge of smashing its way into the ranks
of the developed countries. 

Before the Industrial Revolution, which began in England in
the beginning of the 18th century and then spread everywhere,
there were feudal agricultural societies everywhere. The feudal
mode of production was so backward that very little wealth could
be generated by it. Consequently only a handful of people (kings
and aristocrats) could be rich while the rest (over 95 per cent)
had to remain poor. 

This situation changed drastically after the Industrial
Revolution. Now modern industry is so powerful and so big that
enough wealth can be generated by it to give a decent life to
everyone. Yet, over 75 per cent of the people of the world are
poor, particularly in underdeveloped countries. The objective of
the underdeveloped countries must be to become developed
nations and, therefore, the 21st century and the next stage of
history will be characterised as a period of struggle by the peo-
ple of underdeveloped countries to make this historical trans-
formation. Otherwise they can never escape poverty, unemploy-
ment, hunger, lack of healthcare and other evils. There are pow-
erful forces which, for their own vested interests, oppose this
historical transformation, so it will not be easy but it must be
done by patriots. 

India will lead the underdeveloped countries in this process,
because it is the most developed of all of them and is on the
verge of smashing its way into the ranks of developed nations.
India has a huge pool of technical talent with thousands of bright
engineers, technicians and scientists (Indians are largely man-
ning Silicon Valley in California and are professors in the sci-
ence, engineering and mathematics departments in many
American universities) and immense natural resources. 

However, Indians lacked a genuinely patriotic and modern
political leadership and were till now divided on the basis of feu-
dal concepts like caste and religion. This was blocking their
advance. The ongoing farmers’ agitation has changed this to a
large extent. Indians are shunning divisive politics and politicians
and are united like never before. This stir has come as the spark
that will transform India into a developed country. 

(The writer is a former judge of the Supreme Court of India.
The views expressed are personal.)

W
hen the Russian
Opposition leader
Alexei Navalny

returned to Moscow after con-
valescing in Germany following
a failed poisoning attempt by the
FSB domestic spy agency, the
regime-friendly media loyally
failed to mention his arrival.
With one striking exception:
Vremya, the flagship news show
of Russian State television.
Presumably somebody there
was hoping to win favour with
the Kremlin, because they
briefly mentioned Navalny
three-quarters of the way
through the two-hour pro-
gramme. In fact, they compared
Navalny’s trip home to Vladimir
Lenin’s famous return to Russia

in 1917 and suggested that he
was as great a danger to Russia
as Lenin had been. The
Germans plucked Lenin from
exile in Switzerland in the mid-
dle of World War-I. He was sent
across Germany in a “sealed
train” (so he wouldn’t spread the
infection of communism there)
to St Petersburg, then in the
throes of Russia’s first democra-
tic revolution — and he did just
what the Germans had hoped
he would. 

Lenin overthrew the fum-
bling democratic provisional
Government in a military coup,
took Russia out of the war and
launched a 73-year totalitarian
communist regime that cost at
least 20 million Russian lives in

purges, famines and lesser acts
of repression. Is Navalny really
that great a danger?

The ambitious presenter at
Vremya probably won’t get the
job he wanted, because President
Vladimir Putin really won’t have
liked seeing his noisiest critic
compared to Lenin, a genuine
world historical figure. Putin
himself never mentions
Navalny’s name at all.

Russians cannot even put a
name to the system they live
under, as the poor presenter’s
confusion illustrates. It’s cer-
tainly not a democracy, although
there are regular elections. It’s
definitely not communist,
although most of the regime’s
senior figures were communists

before they discovered a better
route to power and wealth. It’s
not a monarchy, although Putin
has been in power for 20 years
and is surrounded by a court of
extremely rich allies and cronies.
And “kleptocracy” is just a pejo-
rative term used mostly by for-
eigners, although Navalny does
habitually refer to Putin and his
cronies as “crooks and thieves.”
It’s a purely personal regime and

it is very unlikely to survive his
dethronement or demise. Putin
has just changed the
Constitution with a referendum
that lets him stay in power until
2036. But that seems unlikely,
partly because he is already 68
and partly because the younger
generation of Russians is getting
restless and bored. Navalny is a
brave man who has gone home
voluntarily to face a spell in
Putin’s jails. (He missed two
parole appointments for a sus-
pended sentence on trumped-up
embezzlement charges because
he was in Germany recovering
from the FSB assassination
attempt.) But his role in Russian
politics so far had been more
gadfly than revolutionary.

However, his supporters do their
homework and make witty
videos detailing the scandalous
financial abuses of the regime.
The latest is a virtual tour of
Putin’s new $1 billion seaside
palace on the Black Sea), but he
is probably not the man who will
take Putin down. What he is
doing to great effect is mobilis-
ing the tech-savvy youth whose
attitude to the regime now verges
on contempt.  Russians have put
up with it for a long time because
they were exhausted and shamed
by the wild political banditry of
the 1990s, but Putin’s credit for
having put an end to that has
been exhausted. He may still be
in power for years, but this is a
regime on the skids.

What he is doing to great effect is mobilising the tech-savvy youth whose attitude to the regime now verges on contempt

VIJAYAWADA | MONDAY | JANUARY 25, 2021

07

www.dailypioneer.com facebook.com/dailypioneer  | @TheDailyPioneer  | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

FIRSTCOLUMN

THE NEXT STAGE
IN WORLD HISTORY
The US and China will be embroiled in conflict and

India will join the ranks of developed countries
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Navalny is a thorn in Putin’s side but he’s no Lenin
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TRUMP MUST 
NOT RETURN 

American President Joe
Biden is certainly well cast
as the steadying presence
come to clean up the
mess. But the fear
persists that the villain
who created it will return.
Donald Trump threatened
as much in his last public
statement as President,
uttering the chilling
words: "We will be back in
some form." Democrats
can vote to ban Trump
(The Guardian editorial)

FOREIGNEYE

TRISHA PANDE & SHRUTI SHREYA 
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MONEY MATTERS

F
our of the top 10 valued firms
added a total Rs 1,15,758.53
crore to their combined market

valuation last week, helped by
Reliance Industries which added Rs
71,033.44 crore to its market cap.
The BSE benchmark scaled the
50,000-mark for the first time on
Thursday. Last week, the 30-share BSE benchmark dipped 156.13
points or 0.31 per cent. Reliance Industries Limited, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS), Hindustan Unilever Limited and Bajaj
Finance witnessed a rally in their market valuation. On the other
hand, HDFC Bank, Infosys, HDFC, ICICI Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank
and Bharti Airtel suffered cumulative loss of Rs 48,941.18 crore in
their valuations. 

F
oreign portfolio investors (FPI)
remained net buyers to the tune of
Rs 18,456 crore so far in January

as global liquidity led to continued
investment in emerging markets.
According to depositories data,
overseas investors pumped in Rs

24,469 crore into equities but pulled out Rs 6,013 crore from the
bonds market between January 1-22. The total net investment during
the period under review stood at Rs 18,456 crore. "The inflow into
the Indian markets continue as global liquidity leads to more
investments in emerging markets like India," said Harsh Jain, co-
founder and COO at Groww. Besides, he said there are indications
which suggest that the economic recovery post lockdowns have been
better than expected. 

T
he real estate sector wants
stimulus in the form of sops in
the upcoming Union Budget to

boost housing demand, a top
Credai Bengal official said. The
demands include personal tax
relief, tax rebate on housing,
extension of interest subvention,

GST waiver, infrastructure status for the realty and easing liquidity for
the sector, the official said. The Budget for financial year 2021-22 will
be presented on February 1. In recent months, the government had
offered Rs 25,000 crore stress asset fund for the uncompleted
housing projects, increasing the differential from 10 per cent to 20
per cent under Section 43(CA) of the IT Act till June 30, 2021 were
announced apart from ongoing interest subvention scheme. The year
2020 has been an unprecedented period in human history that
disrupted the normal course of life. 

Real estate sector seeks 
sops in Union budget

Mcap of 4 of top-10 valued firms
jumps over Rs 1.15 lakh crore

M
utual funds added 72 lakh
folios in the pandemic
ravaged year 2020 as

higher disposable income and
low interest on bank deposits
attracted investors towards this
financial instrument. In
comparison, the industry had
seen an addition of 68 lakh

investor accounts in 2019, data with Association of Mutual Funds in
India (Amfi) showed. Folios are numbers designated to individual
investor accounts. An investor can have multiple folios. According to
the data, the number of folios with 45 fund houses rose to 9.43 crore
at the end of December 2020 from 8.71 crore at the end of
December 2019, registering a gain of 72 lakh folios. In the year
2020, many investors added to their mutual fund investment during
the market correction due to COVID-19 and the recovery phase as
well, said Harshad Chetanwala, co-founder MyWealthGrowth.com.
"First time investors chipped in during this period as the markets
were looking attractive and existing investors diversified their
investments in new schemes as well. Both these actions did result in
new folio creation," he added. According to him, the number would
have been higher, but a segment of investors also opted to book
profits and shuffle from non-performing funds to better option,
which is quite natural. 

FPIs net investors at Rs 18,456
crores in January so far

Mutual funds continue to attract
investors in 2020, add 72L folios

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Indian stock market which
added another feather to its cap
by scaling the 50,000-mount
for the first time ever may wit-
ness some profit-taking ahead
but for now, all eyes are on the
upcoming Union Budget that
will influence the onward jour-
ney of the bluechip index,
according to analysts.

From witnessing gigantic
losses to record-shattering
gains, investors witnessed a
wide array of emotions in
2020. Markets showed volatile
trends last year, with the
benchmark crashing to its one-
year low of 25,638.9 on March
24, only to roar back to reach
record highs in the later part of
the year.

The record-breaking run
has been continuing, with the
benchmark reaching the
momentous 50,000-mark on
January 21. The 30-share BSE
index jumped to its record high
of 50,184.01 during the trade
on Thursday.

"Expect markets to go into
consolidation phase in the sec-
ond half of this calendar year
and again resume the upward
trajectory from CY22
onwards," Rusmik Oza,

Executive Vice President, Head
of Fundamental Research at
Kotak Securities, said.

The entire plot changed for
the markets in just ten months
from massive losses to record-
breaking peaks and this came
at a time when the world is fac-
ing a health crisis.

Market analysts have attrib-
uted the sharp rebound in the
market following the March
crash to a host of factors such
as abundant liquidity injected
into the global financial system
by leading central banks of the
world, unprecedented retail
investor participation and in
recent months, on hopes of
successful vaccines.

Driven by the improved
investor sentiment, the market

capitalisation of BSE-listed
companies is also making new
records and is currently at
over Rs 194 lakh crore. The
BSE-listed companies market
cap had crossed the landmark
Rs 100 lakh crore on
November 28, 2014.

In 2020, investors grew rich-
er by Rs 32.49 lakh crore
helped by massive returns in
the equity market which had a
roller coaster ride during the
year hit by the coronavirus
pandemic.

From March 23, 2020 when
the benchmark indices posted
their worst ever one-day crash
till now, the investor wealth has
risen by a whopping Rs
92,48,551.09 crore.

During the entire 2020, the

30-share BSE Sensex made
monthly gains in seven while
closing with losses in five of
them.

The Sensex, the country's
first equity index, was launched
in 1986. On July 25, 1990, it
had closed above 1,000 mark.
In another milestone, the
benchmark closed above
10,000 mark on February 7,
2006.

"Indian markets have been
witnessing strong momentum
over the past few months on
hopes of a faster economic
recovery after the pandemic
lockdown. Also positive glob-
al cues, sustained FII inflows
and strong corporate earnings
kept the sentiments high. Buzz
around the upcoming Budget
has also added strength to the
markets. The Budget could
potentially lay the foundation
for a long term economic
growth path.

"Overall, we expect the mar-
ket to continue its upward
journey on the back of healthy
corporate earnings, strong liq-
uidity, positive developments
on the vaccine front, broad-
based economic recovery and
low interest rates," Hemang
Jani, Head Equity Strategist at
Motilal Oswal Financial

Services, said.
Jani also noted that unlock-

ing of the economy since June
2020 led to a significant recov-
ery in various macro, micro
data points, resulting in equi-
ty markets surpassing its pre-
vious lifetime highs once again.

"The three big factors that
have driven markets are smart
recovery in the economy, FPI
flows and earnings revision,"
Oza said.

Apart from being driven by
FII investments, the rally was
also led by direct investments
by domestic investors. The
sharp fall in Indian markets in
March opened up opportuni-
ties for stock picking which saw
a clear shift in the way retail
investors participated in stock
markets, Jani added.

"The speed with which cen-
tral banks across the globe
infused liquidity was the single
most reason for the equity
markets to recover," S
Ranganathan, Head of
Research at LKP Securities,
said.

On the road ahead, V K
Vijayakumar, Chief investment
Strategist at Geojit Financial
Services, said markets are like-
ly to turn highly volatile react-
ing to events and news.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The COVID-19 pandemic has
emphasised the key role of
healthcare in the lives of peo-
ple, underlining the impor-
tance of higher budget alloca-
tion for improving the health-
care infrastructure in the coun-
try, sectoral players said.

The pharma sector which
has played a leading role as the
'pharmacy of the world' said it
expects support and incentives
especially for research & devel-
opment and innovation in the
coming budget.

The pandemic has com-
pletely changed the dynamics
of the Indian healthcare
ecosystem, NATHEALTH
President and Apollo Hospitals
Executive Vice-Chairperson
Preetha Reddy told PTI.

"It has reiterated the need for
increased investment in
healthcare infrastructure,
national level programmes for
skill development and training
of healthcare staff, increase in
number of medical colleges,
effective PPP models and fur-
ther boost for local manufac-
turing," she added.

These should be the key pri-
orities for the government this
time, Reddy said.

"Private healthcare providers
are hopeful that there will be
additional incentives to aid the
sector in business recovery

and also enable expansion
across tier 2-3 cities - through
provision of land at subsidised
rates to set up hospitals, tax
relief for new infrastructure
creation, import duty relief for
life saving equipment and ease
of GST regulations for health-
care services," she added.

Reddy said that public
spending in healthcare should
increase to deal with future
pandemics and for sustained
preventive care.

Digital Health services
found their rightful space dur-
ing the pandemic and there is
a need to expand and support
the essential backup services to
enable digital healthcare to
function efficiently in all pri-
mary and secondary health-
care centres, she added.

In a similar vein, Fortis
Healthcare MD and CEO
Ashutosh Raghuvanshi said
the COVID pandemic has
underlined the importance of
higher budget allocation for
healthcare.

"The current situation
demands increased budgetary
impetus for improving health-
care infrastructure at primary,
secondary and tertiary levels,
and also to enable the health-
care sector's speedy recovery,"
he added.

It is important to note that
the healthcare sector is not
only a potential foreign
exchange earner but also a sig-
nificant employment genera-
tor, Raghuvanshi said.

"Our overall strategy must
integrate preventive and cura-
tive services and make health-
care more affordable and
accessible for the people of
India", he added.

Highlighting the need for
increasing the budget alloca-
tion for healthcare, Aster DM
Healthcare Founder Chairman
and MD Azad Moopen said
the COVID-19 pandemic hit
home the fact that a strong
healthcare infrastructure is
absolutely essential to ensure a
sustainable economy.

PNS n MUMBAI

It's an irony that what was sup-
posed to be a big leap 'forward'
for Dilip Chhabria, the only
super-carmaker who built the
country's first real sports car
DC Avanti, has turned out to
be his nemesis.

Chhabria, the founder of
DC Designs, was arrested by
the Mumbai police on
December 28, 2020 allegedly
for cheating and defrauding car
buyers and financiers, and the
man who changed the face of
automobile design in this part
of the world since the early
1990s is now languishing in a
city jail.

But the final blow to what
was his biggest, boldest dream
was when a DC Avanti cus-
tomer from Tamil Nadu
claimed to have found his
prized possession already reg-
istered in someone else's name
in Haryana and was also
hypothecated twice.

This happened soon after the

comedian Kapil Sharma moved
the economic offences wing of
the city police complaining
that despite paying full amount
for a vanity van long ago,
Chhabria did not deliver the
van.

According to the joint police
commissioner (crime) Milind
Bharambe, the police have
found that nearly 90 DC
Avantis were used for fraudu-
lent financing by availing mul-
tiple loans on the same car and
they peg the scam at around Rs
100 crore. The police have
also found that most of these 90
vehicles were registered with
two or at times three RTOs in
various states.

For the uninitiated, Avanti in
Italian means 'forward' and
launching DC Avanti was
meant to be his fast forward
move. But fate had it different-
ly.

The car, billed as the first
Indian sports car, was unveiled
by Amitabh Bachchan at the
2012 Auto Expo in New Delhi

and it hit the road in 2015 after
being in the making since
2008.

Though the car had ade-
quate ground clearance com-
pared to the Italian namesake
and had a killer pricing at just
about Rs 42 lakh, it failed on
many grounds in terms of per-
formance and this had sales not
picking up as expected. All he
could manage was to sell 120-
odd cars.

Chhabria set up DC Designs
way back in 1993, bringing a
whiff of fresh air after securing

a degree from the Art Centre
College of Design in Pasadena
in California, the Mecca of auto
design, to offer design and
prototyping services to auto
firms and customers. His tim-
ing was so perfect as he
launched himself into what
was then an unknown territo-
ry called automobile designing
in a market that had no choice
except a Maruti, Premier
Padmini and Ambassador.

One of his initial successes
was his modification on a
Maruti Gypsy which he chris-

tened as BTS (Better than Sex),
earning him wide publicity
and making him the go-to guy
for auto design.

Soon Chhabria was going
places and he made personal
history -- in January 2003, the
stunning prototype of the V8
Vantage that he developed for
the British supercar maker
Aston Martin was on display at
the Detroit Motor Show!

But all that is history and a
new history is being made in
the jail today.

In fact, his first major break
in the country came when he
got an on-screen presence with
the 2004 flick 'Taarzan: The
Wonder Car,' which had a
modified Toyota MR2 car.
Though the movie did not
make it big on box office, it
gave him a national nameplate.

The rest as you say is histo-
ry as soon Bollywood began to
make a beeline for his service,
prodding him to move big, and
the biggest and the boldest
move was the decision to build

the DC Avanti -- progressing
from mere styling to full pro-
totyping and full manufactur-
ing.

"Chhabria was very ambi-
tious and it seems to me that he
bit a lot more than what he
could chew. Also his growth
was too fast," is how Hormazd
Sorabjee, the veteran editor and
co-owner of the Autocar India
Magazine, explained the fall of
the person.

But he quickly added that
Chhabria has built a great
brand for himself and also
does not rule out the possibil-
ity that he was framed.

On the nemesis that DC
Avanti has turned out to be,
Sorabjee told PTI that the car
didn't match expectations it
was built on and marketed
because it had performance
issues.

"The car was more of a style
statement than an an actual
product; it wasn't engineered
properly and had many flaws,"
he said.

Dilip Chhabria: A victim of his own phenomenal ambition?

PNS n NEW DELHI

Business conglomerate
Shapoorji Pallonji's real estate
platform Joyville will invest
around Rs 400 crore to devel-
op the third phase of its hous-
ing project in Gurugram as
demand for residential proper-
ties has recovered from June
last year, a senior company offi-
cial said on Sunday.

In an interview with PTI,
Joyville Shapoorji Housing
Managing Director Sriram
Mahadevan said the housing
sales were hit badly during the
April-June quarter of this fis-
cal year due to the COVID-19
pandemic, but demand has
improved significantly there-
after.

Joyville is a USD 200 million
mid-income housing platform
established by Shapoorji
Pallonji, ADB, IFC and Actis.

In January 2019, the compa-
ny had launched the first phase
of the 18-acre project 'Joyville
Gurugram' on Dwarka

Expressway in Gurugram,
Haryana. The second phase
was launched in June, 2019.

"We have launched the third
and the last phase of our hous-
ing project in Gurugram. We
will develop more than 400
units in this phase,"
Mahadevan told PTI in an
interview.

Mahadevan said there had
been price appreciation in this
project over the last two years.
In contrast, the first phase was
launched at Rs 5,800 per sq ft,
the unit in the third phase costs
around Rs 7,200 per sq ft.

Asked about the investment,
Mahadevan said the project
cost for the third phase would
be around Rs 400 crore.

The Joyville platform is
developing around 1,500 units

in all three phases of the pro-
ject with a total investment of
Rs 1,200 crore. It bought the
land parcel from another real
estate developer BPTP Ltd.

"There is a clear cut shift of
customers towards quality.
They are relying more on
brands. Millennials are looking
at residential properties for
buying. There is also a renewed
interest of homeownership," he

observed when asked about the
demand scenario during this
pandemic.

So far, six projects have
been launched under the
Joyville platform, of which
three are in Pune and one each
in Mumbai, Kolkata and
Gurugram.

"During this pandemic, we
launched two projects in Pune
and have got a good response
from the customers,"
Mahadevan said, adding that
the company has adopted dig-
ital tools in a big way to reach
out to potential buyers.

In December last year, the
company launched a new
housing project, ''Sensorium''
in Hinjawadi, West Pune,
spread over 10-acre and com-
prising over 1,100 flats, with an
investment of about Rs 700
crore. Before that, in October,
a 21-acre housing project,
"Joyville Hadapsar Annexe''
was launched in East Pune,
comprising more than 2,700
units.

Shapoorji Pallonji's realty platform to invest
Rs 400 cr in housing project at Gurugram

PNS n NEW DELHI

SAIL with the help of the
Centre is planning to set up
India's first gas to ethanol
plant at its ferro alloy plant in
Chandrapur in Maharashtra,
according to an official.

Mukesh Kumar, the
Director of Steel Research &
Technology Mission of India
(SRTMI) told PTI that the
plan is in line with the govern-
ment's aim to reduce the coun-
try's dependence on import
for crude oil besides address-
ing the issue of carbon emis-
sions.

SRTMI is facilitating SAIL

in setting up the gas-to-
ethanol plant.

It would cost around Rs 400
crore for SAIL to set up the
plant, of which 20 per cent
"viable gas funding" or aid will
be provided by the govern-
ment under the National
Policy on BioFuels 2018.

SRTMI is a collaborative
research platform formed
jointly by the steel ministry
and domestic steel players
which facilitates research and
development (R&D) in the
iron and steel sector by
strengthening association
among industry, academia and
research bodies.

SAIL planning to set up
first gas-to-ethanol plant 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The government may in the
Budget next week announce
formulation of a dedicated
policy for the toys sector to
boost domestic manufacturing,
sources said.

They said the policy will
help in creating a strong
ecosystem for the industry in
the country and also attract
startups.

The commerce and industry
ministry is already taking steps
to promote domestic manufac-
turing of toys. It has came out
with a quality control order for
the sector and had also

increased import duty last year
on toys.

Quality control order is one
of the ways to stop flow of
cheap sub-standard toys into
the domestic market.

A source said that the coun-
try has low share in the inter-
national toys industry and
India's exports account for
less than 0.5 per cent of glob-
al demand, so there are
immense opportunities in this
segment.

The other areas which could
be considered for the sector
include promotion of research
and development and design
centres for toys.

"Boosting manufacturing
would also help increase
exports of toys from India.
Countries like China and
Vietnam are major players in
the sector," they added.

India's toy exports are lim-
ited to about USD 100 million.

The toys industry in India is
primarily in the unorganised
sector, comprising about 4,000
small and medium enterpris-
es.

About 85 per cent of toys are
imported in the country, with
maximum coming from
China. It is followed by Sri
Lanka, Malaysia, Germany,
Hong Kong and the US.

Govt may announce formulation
of policy for toys sector in Budget

PNS n NEW DELHI

The finance ministry on
Sunday said it has allocated an
additional Rs 660 crore to
Madhya Pradesh for capital
expenditure to undertake cit-
izen-centric reforms.

“A list of capital projects
with an estimated cost of Rs
660 crore was approved by the
Department of Expenditure.
Fifty per cent of the approved
amount  has also been released
to the state as first instalment
for the approved projects," it
said in a statement. The min-
istry has allocated this addi-
tional funds to the state for

capital expenditure for under-
taking the 'One Nation, One
Ration Card' reforms, Ease of
Doing Business reforms, and
urban local bodies reforms.
The state has also completed
part of the fourth reform the
power sector reforms. The
'Special Assistance to States for
capital expenditure' scheme
was announced by the Centre
in October last year. The
scheme is aimed at boosting
capital expenditure of the state
governments that are facing
difficult financial environ-
ment due to a shortfall in tax
revenue arising from the
Covid pandemic.

FinMin allocates Rs 660 cr
addl funds to MP for capex

PNS n MUMBAI

Export-Import (Exim) Bank
of India is looking to raise up
to $ 3 billion through bond
issues in the 2021-22 and will
be looking to raise more fun-
ds under the socially respon-
sible notes category in the
next fiscal, a top official has
said. The pandemic is a "blip"
which will slow down balance
sheet expansion as the glob-
al trade slows down and pro-
jects financed by the policy
bank also take a backseat, its
managing director David
Rasquinha said.

Exim Bank to
raise $3 bn
through bonds

Markets may witness profit-taking
after 50K peak; all eyes on Budget

Virus underlined need for higher
budget allocation for healthcare 

So far, six
projects have
been launched
under the
Joyville
platform, of
which three are
in Pune and one
each in Mumbai,
Kolkata and
Gurugram
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ilm producers
Ekta Kapoor,
Guneet Monga
and author-direc-
tor Tahira Kashyap
have joined hands

to launch Indian Women
Rising (IWR), a cinema col-
lective to support and
empower Indian female tal-
ent in the film industry.

Spearheaded by Kapoor,
Monga and Kashyap, the ini-
tiative is aimed at discover-
ing, nurturing and bringing

spotlight on Indian women
in cinema across the world.

IWR has been launched
with the sole purpose of dis-
rupting the status quo and
amplifying the voice of
Indian female filmmakers.

Kapoor said when Guneet
and Tahira told her about the
idea of launching this collec-
tive, she instantly agreed to it.

“It is always exciting to col-
laborate with likeminded
individuals. I have always
believed that women create

wonders when given the
right opportunity and the
support,” Ekta had said. 

The film producer added:
“Through IWR, our vision is
to do that and empower
independent women film-
makers and creators and give
them a platform to showcase
their talent. We are hopeful
that our collective will
encourage more female
directors to come forward
with their work and lead the
way in our industry,” Kapoor

said in a statement.
Monga noted that less than

five per cent of the directors
in India are females and she
believes it is about time to
bring a change in the indus-
try.

“I strongly believe that
India is a gold mine of talent
and with this collective we
wish to shine the spotlight on
many amazing women that
can benefit from our humble
support. The intent is to use
our collective resources to
amplify independent women
creators,” the producer
added.

Kashyap said representa-
tion of women and their sto-
ries has been traditionally
limited in cinema and Indian

Women Rising aims to bridge
this disparity.

“Either we have revolu-
tionaries on one end of the
spectrum or tragedy stricken
damsels on the other extreme
end. I mean we can be all of
that but there is so much
more to us,” Tahira Kashyap
said. 

“Our bandwidth is broader
than the general assumption
which perhaps will surface if
we have more women work-
ing not just in front of the
camera but behind as well.
This collective intends to dis-
rupt the boxed notions about
women,” she added.

Here’s hoping the three
visionaries’ objective will
prove fruitful. 
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what’s brewing?

ctor Janhvi Kapoor's
upcoming film Good
Luck Jerry has
reportedly run into
fresh trouble; the
shoot of the film

was stalled for a second time
in Punjab.

Janhvi has been shooting
for her film, produced by
Aanand L Rai and directed by
Sidharth Sengupta, in Punjab.
Earlier this month, the film’s
shoot had been similarly halt-
ed near Fatehgarh Sahib.

As per a report in a nation-
al daily, this incident took
place in Patiala on Saturday
when a group of farmers
reached the shoot location
and raised slogans against the
shooting of the film in the
city. They later went to the
hotel where the cast and crew
was staying and continued to
raise slogans. They wanted
the actor to support the farm-
ers.

Quoting a source, the
report said: “This is not an
issue against any actor of the
film, the farmers wanted
them to support their cause
since agriculture is something
that affects everyone. Not just
Janhvi, they also demanded
that other Bollywood actors
too should come out in sup-
port of the farmers.”

Earlier this month, a group
of farmers had reached the
shooting location at Bassi

Pathana, near Fatehgarh
Sahib and had insisted that
she
make a
com-
ment on
the ongoing
farmers’ protest.

According to Sukhminder
Singh Chauhan, DSP, Bassi
Pathana, the incident took
place on January 11 after 20-
30 farmers reached the movie
sets for a “peaceful” protest.

“The shooting had stopped
for two-three hours on
January 11. There wasn’t any-
thing major. Around 20-30
people had reached the set. It
was a peaceful agitation.

“All they wanted was assur-
ance of support from them
(the actors). When they did,
the shoot was resumed. It was
mutually resolved. Now the
shoot is going on smoothly,”
Chauhan told a news agency
on Wednesday.

The Dhadak actor had
shared an Instagram Story in
support of the farmers.
Unlike other posts, Instagram
Stories disappear after 24
hours from the time they are
published.“Farmers are at the
heart of our country. I recog-
nise and value the role that
they play in feeding our
nation. I hope a resolution is
reached soon that benefits
the farmers,” Janhvi had writ-
ten. 
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Ekta, Guneet Monga and Tahira
Kashyap launch cinema collective 

igi Hadid, who
welcomed her
first child with
boyfriend Zayn
Malik in
September last

year, revealed the name of
her baby daughter in a very
subtle way on social media.
No, the supermodel didn’t
share a separate post to
announce the little
munchkin’s name, she just
changed her Instagram bio.
The top of her bio now
reads: “Khai’s mom.” So
cool, Gigi Hadid. The
baby’s name is somewhat
similar to Gigi’s sister and
model Bella Hadid’s middle
name — Khair. Gigi and
Zayn Malik’s daughter
turned four months old
this week. Gigi shared the
first picture of her daugh-
ter on social media almost
a month after her birth but
more on that later. 

A couple of days before
Christmas last year, Gigi
Hadid shared a couple of
pictures — two of them
feature her posing with her
little daughter. 

In September, Gigi
Hadid and the singer
announced the good news
on social media with
adorable posts. 

While the supermodel
posted a super cute photo
of her newborn daughter’s
tiny fingers clutched onto
her own and wrote: “Our
girl joined us earth-side
this weekend and she’s
already changed our world.
So in love,” Zayn Malik’s
caption read: “Our baby
girl is here, healthy and
beautiful. To try put into
words how I am feeling
right now would be an
impossible task. The love I
feel for this tiny human is
beyond my understanding.
Grateful to know her,
proud to call her mine, and
thankful for the life we will
have together.”

Gigi Hadid, a supermod-
el who has appeared on
several prominent maga-
zine covers, has walked the
ramp for ace designers like
Chanel, Marc Jacobs, and
Jean Paul Gaultier among
many others.

g

t has been seven
years since photos
of Justin Bieber’s
arrest in Miami
took the internet
by storm. The

international singer, who was
19 at the time, was arrested
on the suspicion of DUI,
resisting arrest and sitting
behind the wheel sans a valid
license. TMZ reported that
the police said that Justin was
drag racing on the streets and
later surfaced that he was
below the legal limit. While
Justin has come far from that
stage in life, the singer took to

Instagram this weekend and
reflected upon his act at the
time. 

Sharing a photo from the
day of his arrest, the singer
confessed he isn’t proud of
where he was at the time. “I
was hurting, unhappy, con-
fused, angry, mislead, misun-
derstood and angry at god,”
he said. Justin went on to joke
that he was also wearing too
much leather for someone in
Miami. “All this to say God
has brought me a long way.
From then til now I do realize
something.. God was as close
to me then as he is right now.

My encouragement to you is
to ‘let your past be a reminder
of how far god has brought
you,’” Justin pondered. 

He also urged fans to not
allow “shame” to ruin your
present. “Let the forgiveness
of Jesus take over and watch
your life blossom into all that
God has designed you to be.
LOVE YOU GUYS WITH

MY WHOLE HEART,” he
concluded his emotional post. 

At the time, Justin was
involved in a number of con-
troversies and cases. While
these events put the singer in
the bad spotlight, Justin
emerged from the shadows of
his past and today is a happily
married man who is making
good music today.

I

Gigi Hadid and Zayn
Malik name their

daughter Khai

Justin Bieber
opens up about
2014 DUI arrest



hat began as a
social movement
to empower and
popularise not
looking down on
overweight

women, body positivity is
today, breaking stereotypes
and promoting positivity of
all body types, regardless of
society’s expectations of an
ideal shape, size or appear-
ance. As a popular media
message that we intend to
spread, body positivity also
includes how one feels about
their food, exercising, cloth-
ing, health, identity and self-
care. Everybody deserves
acceptance! While it’s normal
to struggle with your body
image, practising self-love
and self-acceptance can help
you feel more confident and
let go of impossible beauty
standards. 

Bollywood choreographer
and judge of a dance reality
show, Karishma Chavan
believes that everyone
deserves to feel comfortable
and confident about the skin
they are in. She certainly
believes that feeling beautiful
has nothing to do with what
you look like! 

“A tough, long and an
adventurous journey! I began
at an age when I was sup-
posed to be busy incubating
in a new journey of adoles-
cence. At every momentous
turn, I have had the utmost
happiness of being who I am
today. The due obstacles
never let my spirit be shat-
tered into pieces! I get to
wake up every day to new
experimental glory and bring
my visions alive on stage and
through cinema. Who doesn’t
have setbacks? Choreography

is a very competitive field in
the entertainment industry, I
have had many competitors
yet managed to prosper to a
newer pedestal every time.
This is life, perhaps,” shares
Karishma who has been a
pioneer in choreographing
biggies like Vidya Balan,
Sonam Kapoor, Parineeti
Chopra, Kareen Kapoor, etc.

With her acting debut in
the film Anybody Can Dance,
body positivity is more than
a trend for her! It’s her ardent

want for people to
accept themselves
as they are and not centre
themselves around what
media wants them to be.
“While I was growing up, all
I ever wondered about was
my body image. It’s only over
the years that I learned to
love myself and make peace
with who I am and what I
have to offer as an individual!
My body is a part of who I
am and I am much more
than just good looks —
believe in substance. Peers
and acquaintances were so
narrow-minded back then
and their horse-blinded opin-
ions on how a dancer should
look like were utterly dis-
tasteful. I have broken that
stereotype today,” Karishma
Chavan asserts. 

Talking more about the
biggest challenge that she had

to face while pursuing her
dreams, she says,
“Convincing my family to do
something out-of-the-box
was an arduous task for me!
Everyone around me hap-
pened to say a big ‘NO’ to my
dreams, only based on my
body. Despite that, I dared to
step outside of a perfect
image that they inaccurately
wanted a girl to represent. It
took it in my stride! A major
source of anxiety for me,
body image issues were
pulling me back because I
wasn’t fitting the supposed
norms of society, but I
shunned those ambient nois-
es and people’s opinion on
‘my body’ and continued to
do what I aspired to be and
look where I am today.”

The brilliant choreograph-

er strongly advocates body
acceptance striving to change
people’s perceptions towards
certain ideologies that may
harbour insecurities about
one’s body. 

The unrealistic beauty or
body standards that we see
on Instagram every day aren’t
reality! People no longer have
the patience to digest
unachievable standards of a
supposed body image and to
eradicate the airbrushed
notions of being ‘juicy’ and
‘thick’, Karishma Chavan is
all set to launch her very own
plus-size couture too! Hoping
to change the cultural con-
versations around our bodies,
the sauve dancer is unapolo-
getic and flying the flag of a
plus-size dancer as high as
she can!

OVER TIME, I LEARNED
TO LOVE MYSELF, MAKE
PEACE WITH WHO I AM
AND WHAT I HAVE TO
OFFER AS AN INDIVIDUAL

W

Gen Z is bombarded with a constant stream of
information about the ‘right size', ‘right shape' and the
like. To not be influenced by what social media holds
out as the ‘ideal’ is a tough battle. Attempting to
help make that easier is Bollywood choreographer
Karishma Chavan. She talks to The Pioneer's
SHIKHA DUGGAL on her struggles as a fresher,

her learnings, next project,
and more.

hat was it
about The
Intern that
made you
want to be a
part of it?

Honestly, my in-laws. I was
spending some time with
them over the holidays and
we wanted to go to the
movies together but we
couldn’t find one good film
that spoke to all of us. I can
recall thinking ‘Oh God!
This is so sad that we can’t
find a single film that we
can see together’. Then I
started thinking of a few
hits from the 90s such as all
the Cameron Crowe’s
films... I was like where are
such films gone... Literally
three days later, this script
showed up. So, I said yes to
it because I thought it’s a
film that I can sit and
watch with my family. The
story fascinated me and it’s
absolutely a treat to watch.
The director Nancy Meyers
is really good at writing
and her characters always
have a good arc. 

Tell us about your
character, Jules
Ostin?

I think one of the best
things Nancy does with this
film is that she manages to
grab some issues that we
haven’t been talking about.
When I read the script, it

was a conversation I want-
ed to be at, the discussion
that I wanted to be a part
of. The film revolves
around my character, of
course, and a 70-year-old
widower, Ben Whittaker,
(played by Robert De
Niro), who has discovered
that retirement has become
too boring for him. Seizing
an opportunity to get back
in the game, he becomes a
senior intern at an online
fashion site, founded and
run by Jules Ostin (my
character). I loved how
Nancy didn’t make Jules a
tough-cold, unapproach-
able boss. Although it has
been five years, I love reliv-
ing the character because I
learnt a lot from her. Jules
has so many wonderful
traits and she just happens
to be in a moment where
she is overwhelmed and
Ben comes in and helps her
navigate that moment, but
he doesn't navigate for her,
she navigates for herself.

Your chemistry with
Robert De Niro looks
great. How was it
working with him?

I had a lovely time working
with him. So much of the
chemistry was in the writ-
ing. When you take on a
job, in the beginning, you
don’t always know your co-
actor well. But by the end
of the film’s shooting, you

literally become their best
friends. I can still recall an
amazing moment. When
we were filming the
Facebook scene, which is
pretty long, we both actual-
ly forgot that we were act-
ing. The process became so
natural with him.

You haven’t worked
with Nancy. What is
she like as a director
on set?

When I think about Nancy,
I think about two scenes.
One, where I needed to say
a line the way she wanted...

But it wasn’t coming out
her way, so we had to shoot
that scene a couple of times
until I got it right and
Nancy was satisfied. And
second, we just came back
from lunch one day and we
got late. There was some-
thing that triggered my bad
memory and I got so emo-
tional. I told her that I
needed a few minutes to
feel okay. I just sat down on
the floor and all of a sud-
den, I looked up and Nancy
was sitting on the floor
with me. Despite the pres-
sure on her shoulders, she

made sure I was feeling
okay. She said, ‘take your
time, let’s just talk’. So, she
is both the things. She is
the person who will push
you to get the best out of
you and will make you say
the line until you get it
right. She is really a warm
person who will get down
on the floor with you and
give you the support you
need. A kind soul she is.
She’s also the most spectac-
ular writer and makes films
that I completely adore.
(The film premieres on Sony
PIX on January 31 at 9 pm.)

Actor Anne Hathaway shares
that filmmaker Nancy Meyers
is a really warm person who

will get down on the floor with
you and give you the support

you need — PNS

‘I love reliving the character
from The Intern’

ungama Play
launched Fitrat, a
new short film that is
a reflection on the

predicament we are currently
facing. Starring Sudhanshu
Pandey, Rajit Kapur, Simran
Gupta and Neha Dhar, the
short film is produced by
Sudhanshu Pandey and Taher
Ali Baig, Taher is also the
director of the film.

Fitrat deals with the intri-
cate issue of people judging
and forming an opinion of
others based on their out-
ward appearances and indi-
vidual faith without making
the effort to understand their
true character. A local goon,
who is arrested because of his
faith, a man in desperate
need of money, an old
woman who finds herself in
an unusual situation and a
young unassuming girl who
is caught in a chase, are the
four pivotal characters in this
story. Their lives intersect
with each other in an unex-
pected manner leading to an
unanticipated climax.

Speaking about the short
film, Sudhanshu Pandey said,

“Fitrat teaches us a valuable
lesson — to rise above our
prejudices and see people for
who they are. By embracing
each other’s differences, we
can work towards creating a
better and more peaceful
world. I am glad to have
worked with Taher who
makes the audiences feel like
a part of the world that he
has created in this short film.
I am certain that the viewers
will immerse themselves fully
in watching the film and will
empathize with the message
that we are trying to deliver.”

Elaborating further, Taher
Ali Baig said, “The film pre-
sents an interesting question
— are appearances and dif-
ferences so important that we
overlook the humanity in
people? Through the four
characters, we have tried to
draw attention to the fact
that looks can be deceptive,
and the first impression is
often not the last. I am grate-
ful to the entire cast and crew
of the film for breathing life
into the concept and look
forward to the audience’s
reactions.”

ife, since the time
the pandemic hit
us, has revolved
around these
basics. With the
COVID-19 vaccine

rolling-out, can people finally
hope to get rid of these
mandatory norms once they
get vaccinated? Or rather, is it
essential to wear a mask even
after getting vaccinated?

Well, getting the vaccine is
definitely a major step in the
right direction but it doesn’t
mean the pandemic is over.
Wearing a mask and main-
taining good hygiene contin-
ues to be important for several
reasons.

Dr Suranjit Chatterjee,
Senior Consultant Internal
Medicine, Indraprastha Apollo
Hospitals says, “While people
who have got vaccinated are
now immune to the Covid-19
virus but they can still possibly
spread it. For instance, if a
vaccinated person is exposed
to the virus, it won’t impact
him but he is still carrying
that virus which can be easily
transferred to others (non-
vaccinated people) around
him, through sneezing, cough-
ing and non-sanitised hands.”
Hence, a vaccinated person is
immune to the virus but he
can still be a carrier and a
cause of further spread.

Therefore, adhering to all
necessary precautions  is
important. “This will have to
continue for a long time
unless everybody develops
herd immunity against the
virus or it gets eradicated,

which right now is a far-
fetched goal,” adds Chatterjee.

Another important aspect
that we need to pay heed to is
that no vaccine will be effec-
tive right after it is taken.
Kapil Bhatia, CEO, UniMask
says, “It takes at least two
weeks for the immune system
to make the antibodies that
block viral infections. These
vaccines will take a little
longer than other inoculations
because it requires two doses
and one has to wait for three
to four weeks to get the sec-
ond shot of the vaccine.” In
simpler terms, full protection
against COVID-19 infection
won’t arrive until five or six
weeks after the first shot of the
vaccine.

“In most respiratory infec-
tions, including the
Coronavirus, the nose is the
main entry port. The virus
rapidly multiplies majorly
there, jolting the immune sys-
tem to produce a type of anti-
bodies that are specific to the
mucosa, the moist tissue lin-
ing the nose, mouth, lungs,
and stomach. If the same per-
son is exposed to the virus
again, those antibodies, as well
as immune cells that remem-
ber the virus, rapidly shut
down the virus in the nose
itself before it travels to take
hold somewhere else in the
body. Some of those antibod-
ies will circulate to the nasal
mucosa and stand guard there,
but it’s not clear how much of
the antibody pool can be

mobilised or how quickly. It is
possible that the viruses could
bloom in the nose only — and
be sneezed or breathed out to
infect others,” adds Bhatia.

Not to forget that, as the
vaccine rollout begins with
plans to vaccinate as many
people as possible, the fact of
the matter is that not enough
doses to vaccinate all popula-
tions exist till now. It’s going to
take months or longer for a
fair amount of people to be
vaccinated. Hence, it is vital to
not only wear masks but also
ensure that you are wearing
the right one. 

Now that wearing a mask is
a part of our everyday routine,
it sometimes becomes an
uncomfortable experience
leading to sore ears and
fogged glasses. To avoid this
and further spread of the
virus, it is important to wear it
correctly. Dr Chatterjee lists
some ways: It should fit you
properly and cover your nose,
mouth and chin. It should nei-
ther be very tight nor too
loose. Ensure that the fabric
masks are washed with soap
every time they are worn and
discarded in closed bins. “One
can also go for N95 respirator
as it is made of a special mate-
rial that removes 95 percent of
the droplet that we emit while
coughing, sneezing  or talk-
ing,” suggests Dr Puneet
Khanna, HOD and
Consultant — Respiratory
Medicine, HCMCT Manipal
Hospitals.

It is important to
wear a mask and
maintain good
hygiene, even after
getting vaccinated,
to control the
spread of the virus

— PNS
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PTI n CHENNAI

I
ndia’s latest pace bowling find, T
Natarajan, on Sunday said he was
not sure of debuting in even one for-

mat, let alone all three and make his-
tory during the team’s tour of Australia.

When he was picked for the fourth
and final Test against Australia in
Brisbane, Natarajan became the first
Indian to debut in all three formats dur-
ing the same tour.

“I was keen to do my job. But I did-
n’t expect to get an opportunity in the
ODIs, was not expecting to make my
debut in Australia,” Natarajan told
reporters in Chinnappampatti in Salem
district.

“When I was told that I will be play-
ing there was pressure. I wanted to
make use of the opportunity. Playing
and taking a wicket was like a dream.”

Natarajan took three wickets in the
series-deciding Test, playing a part in
India’s incredible win.

“I cannot express my happiness in
words about playing for India. It was
like a dream. I got a lot of support from
the coaches, players. They supported
and motivated me a lot. I was able to
perform well because of their backing,”
he said in Tamil.

Natarajan said he enjoyed playing
under the captaincy of both Virat
Kohli and Ajinkya Rahane, adding they
both supported and encouraged him a
lot.

“Kohli and Ajinkya Rahane han-
dled me very well. They had positive
things to say and encouraged me a lot.
I enjoyed playing under both of them,”
he said.

He made his ODI debut in the third
and final match of the three-match
series and picked up two wickets with
Marnus Labuschagne being his maid-
en international scalp.

Natarajan said he got emotional
when Kohli handed the trophy to him
after the team won the T20 series.

“When Kohli handed over the
trophy to me after the T20 series win,
I had tears in my eyes,” he added.

Asked about sharing the dressing
room with international players,
Natarajan said it was tough initially
but he was able to pick up many things
from them.

“Having played in the IPL and
played alongside many Indian and
foreign players helped as that experi-
ence was useful. I could communicate
with them and learn from them. First,
it was tough but as things went on, I
was able to pick up many things,” he
added.

He said Australian opener David
Warner, his captain at Sunrisers
Hyderabad, had good things to say
about him.

“Warner said he was very proud
of me. He was happy to see my
progress. He told me during the
match that you are very lucky and told
me that I was doing well because my
daughter had been born,” the Tamil
Nadu pacer said.

Natarajan, whose daughter was
born while he was playing the IPL in
UAE, said he did miss seeing her but
playing for the country was a matter
of pride for his family.

Natarajan, a late bloomer at 29,
said he first aimed at playing for Tamil
Nadu.

“My first aim was to play for
Tamil Nadu, step by step everything
happened, it was like a dream. Hard
work is the key, it will take one places.
I thank Almighty for everything.”

Natarajan thanked his family,
friends, Salem’s district cricket asso-
ciation and current Tamil Nadu
Cricket Association (TNCA) secretary
R S Ramasaamy for supporting him.

He skirted a question on the
racial abuse faced by his India pace
colleague Mohammed Siraj in
Australia, saying the seniors handled
the issue.” 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Coach Ravi Shastri’s dressing
room stories of grit and determina-
tion work as a tonic for young
Washington Sundar, who is ready for
any challenge even if it means
opening the batting for India in Test
matches.

The 21-year-old Washington
was a specialist top-order batsman
during his India U-19 days but then
honed his off-spin to such an extent
that he is now an automatic choice
in India’s T20 team.

One of the heroes of India's epic
triumph in Brisbane, which gave
them the four-match Test series
against Australia, Washington spoke
about the head coach’s influence on
him.

“I think it will be a blessing for
me if I ever get an opportunity to
open the batting for India in Tests.
I think I will accept the challenge
just like our coach Ravi sir did dur-
ing his playing days,” Washington
told PTI during an interaction from
his Chennai residence.

He scored 62 in the first innings
at Gabba to keep India in the match

and then a quick 22, including a
hooked six off Pat Cummins, to play
a part in the finishing act, apart from
a match-haul of four wickets.

“Ravi sir tells us very inspiring
stories from his playing days. Like
how he made his debut as a special-
ist spinner, got four wickets and bat-
ted at number 10 against New
Zealand on debut.

“And how from there, he
became a Test opener and played all
those great fast bowlers. I would love
to open batting in Tests like him,”
said Washington, who enjoys a
decent first-class batting average of
32 plus, which can only improve
from hereon as he gets to play more
games for India.

For a youngster coming into the
Test side, he feels that there is no
need to draw any inspiration from
outside as there are so many role
models in that India dressing room.

“As a youngster, when I look up
for inspiration and motivation, I find
so many role models in that dress-
ing room. There is Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma, Ajinkya Rahane, R Ashwin
who have been such great per-
formers.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The promising Shubman Gill on Sunday
revealed he used to be “petrified of bounc-

ers” before eventually overcoming all his fears to
get his Test career off to a rollicking start against
some of the world’s fastest bowlers.

Gill, 21, announced his arrival on the big stage
with a classic knock of 91, which set the tone for
India’s incredible victory on the final day of the
series-deciding fourth Test against Australia
recently.

In the six innings that he batted against the
likes of Pat Cummins, Josh Hazlewood and
Micthell Starc, Gill never looked in any sort of
discomfort. But it wasn't so easy many years ago.

“When you get hit by a ball, your fear disap-
pears. You are only scared until you get a blow
but once you get hit, you feel like it was pretty nor-
mal! And then you lose the fear entirely,” Gill was
quoted as saying by his IPL franchise Kolkata
Knight Riders on website www.Kkr.In.

“When I was young, I used to be petrified of
bouncers. I used to be prepared for the chest-
height balls way in advance. I used to practise dri-
ves a lot so I got mature in playing the pull shot
with a straight bat.

“I also developed one more shot where I move
aside a little to play the cut. I used to feel scared
of short deliveries so I always wanted to get away
from the line of the ball and play the cut shot.

“These two-three shots were my favourite as
a kid and now they have become a part of me.”

Going back to his early days in Mohali, Gill
spoke about how he was scared of facing a par-
ticular fast bowler at the academy and how he
overcame his fears.

“I was nine years old when I was asked to play
in a higher age group match. There was a bowler
in the academy, just like you find in every other
academy, who was really fast. I was batting against
him and was scared that I would get a bouncer
to start with.

“So I had pre-decided that I would just duck
it. He bowled a bouncer but pitched way ahead.
I still squatted and saw the ball hitting the edge
of my bat and racing to the boundary. I realised
he was not that fast after all. Soon I hit 2-3 more
boundaries. “I was quite young so everyone was
surprised. This helped me raise my confidence
level. This incident just eliminated all kinds of fear
from my heart for leather balls and bouncers.”

AP n GALLE

England captain Joe Root
smashed 186 runs to lead

the touring side ever closer to
Sri Lanka’s first-innings total
as they finished day three on
339 for nine, just 42 runs
behind on Sunday.

Root’s epic innings came
to an end in the last over of
the day when he was run out
14 short of another double
hundred. Sri Lanka’s bowlers
had no answer for the
Yorkshireman and it
appeared inevitable that he
was only going to be dis-
missed through a run out.

Root faced 309 deliveries
and hit 18 fours in his mon-
ster innings.

Root attempted to flick
Dilruwan Perera to mid-
wicket but the thick edge was
grabbed by Oshada Fernando
at short leg on the bounce.

Root had taken a few steps
out of the crease and sensing
an opportunity Fernando
threw the stumps down as a
tired Root's diving effort
couldn’t save him.

Left-arm spinner Lasith
Embuldeniya finished with a
seven-wicket haul but the
day belonged to the England
captain, who put up a splen-
did show of character and

determination in batting for
more than eight hours. He
had posted a double hundred
in the first test that England
won by seven wickets.

Not since West Indian
Brian Lara’s exploits in Galle
in 2001 when he scored 688
runs in six innings, had a
batsman played spin bowlers
so expertly. Root now has 415
runs in three innings.

The sweep shot was
Root’s bread and butter and
he executed it to perfection,
finding gaps frequently
despite Sri Lana having three
fielders in the leg-side
boundary.

The 30-year-old reached
his 19th test hundred in the
morning and during his
knock went past the run tal-
lies of three former England
greats - David Gower 8,231,
Kevin Pietersen 8,181 and
Geoffrey Boycott 8,114.

Root, playing in his 99th
test match, now has 8,238 test
runs and is fourth among
England batsmen.

Apart from
Embuldeniya, the rest of Sri
Lanka’s bowling failed to
impress, with off-spinner
Dilruwan Perera failing to
pick up a wicket despite the
38-year-old bowling 32 overs.

England resumed from
the overnight score of 98 for
two and lost Jonny Bairstow
(28) and Daniel Lawrence (3)
early. Vice-captain Jos Buttler
(55) added 97 runs for the
fifth wicket with Root.

An 81-run stand for the
seventh wicket between
Dominic Bess (32) and Root
took England’s total to 333 for
six. But Sri Lanka struck
back, taking three wickets for
six runs late in the day to
reduce the tourists to 339 for
nine. 

PTI n LONDON

Former off-spinner Graeme
Swann wants England's

tweakers to stay patient in the
upcoming Test series in India
and has picked Jack Leach to play
a key role during the tour.

The spin duo of Leach and

Dom Bess had five-wicket hauls
in England’s win in the first Test
against Sri Lanka, but returned
wicket-less in the home team’s
first innings of the ongoing sec-
ond Test in Galle.

Having picked up 60 of his
255 wickets in India, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh at an average of

25, the 41-year-old Swann, a vet-
eran of 60 Tests between 2008
and 2013, is aware of the skills
required to succeed in sub-con-
tinent pitches.

“The one thing that I used to
say to myself is, it’s going to spin
and it does spin — even on day
one where they are fairly flat

pitches,” Swann said on the
Hussain and Key Cricket show.

“If you bowl well enough,
especially against India, they
play you very respectfully. There
is not a Virender Sehwag in that
current team; Virat Kohli when
he bats against spin waits for the
bad ball.

“India are very, very patient
but if you are willing to be
patient and bowl all day you will
take wickets,” he observed.

“You might have to work
very hard for them and you'll lose
some timber, which isn’t a bad
thing.”

PTI n KARACHI

The Pakistan selectors on Sunday retained
six uncapped players in the pruned 17-man

squad, named for the first Test against South
Africa.

The uncapped players include off-spinner
Sajid Khan and left-arm spinner Nauman Ali,
who are expected to partner the experienced
leggie Yasir Shah in the match, starting
Tuesday in Karachi.

The other uncapped players are opener,
Imran Butt, who recently toured New Zealand
and pacers, Haris Rauf and Tabish Khan.

Rauf played in the T20 matches in New
Zealand but is yet to play a Test. He has just
three first class games under his belt.

The selectors also retained former captain
and wicketkeeper, Sarfaraz Ahmed in the squad
as a standby to vice-captain, Muhammad
Rizwan.

Sarfaraz has been part of the Pakistan
squads which toured England and New
Zealand but has played just one T20 game on
both tours where Rizwan has been the first
choice keeper.

The PCB said in a press release that the
three players dropped from the 20-member
squad —  Kamran Ghulam , Abdullah Shafique
and Salman Agha — will continue to be part
of the squad and will feature in warm-up and
training sessions at the National Stadium.

The playing line-up with now be finalised
by the captain in consultation with the head
coach.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Lambasting Jonny Bairstow’s
omission from the England

squad for Tests against India,
former skipper Kevin Pietersen
said that it will be disrespectful
to the host team if visiting
team does not put on field its
best XI in the marquee series.

Not only Bairstow but all-
rounder Sam Curran and pacer
Mark Wood have also been left
out of the squad.

Bairstow has been rested for
the first two Tests as part of the
England and Wales Cricket
Board’s (ECB) player manage-
ment policy, which stresses on
giving adequate rest to every
English cricketer in a packed
calendar year, which includes 17
Tests and the ICC T20 World
Cup.

The 40-year-old said a win
against India is similar to a vic-
tory against arch- rivals
Australia and urged the selectors
to play both Stuart Broad and
James Anderson.

“Big debate on whether
ENG have picked their best
team to play India in the 1st
Test. Winning IN India is as
good a feeling as winning in
Aus. It’s disrespectful to ENG

fans & also @BCCI to NOT play
your best team. Bairstow has to
play! Broad/Anderson have to
play!” Pietersen tweeted.

In another tweet, Pieterson
said the best players wouldn't
want to miss the opportunity to
play against an in-form Indian
team at home, while suggesting
players can be rested after the
Indian Premier League.

“The BEST England players
will want to play as many games
as possible against India, in
India. PICK THEM! Then they
go to IPL & earn everything
they deserve. Cash is king for
every sportsman. They're a
business! They can have a break
after that!”

PTI n KARACHI

South African veteran Faf du Plessis reckons play-
ing cricket while staying in a bio-secure bubble

for months could soon become a “major challenge”
for players and is not sustainable in the long run.

Cricketers have to follow strict protocols while
touring with their respective teams due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We understand that this is a very tough sea-
son and a tough challenge for a lot of people out
there, but if it’s back-to-back bubble life, things would
become a big challenge,” du Plessis said during a vir-
tual press conference on Saturday.

Du Plessis is in Pakistan to represent South
Africa in a two-match Test series and three T20
Internationals. The first Test will start here on January
26 while the second match will be played from
February 4 in Rawalpindi.

The Test series will be followed by a three-match
T20I series from February 11 to 14 in Lahore.

“The main priority is to play cricket, to be out
there doing what we love instead of being at home
— so I think that still remains the most important
thing. But I think there would definitely come a point
where players would struggle with this (bubble),” du
Plessis said. “If you look at a calendar of the last eight
months, you’re looking at about four or five months
in a bubble, which is a lot. For some of us (being)
without family, it can get challenging.

“Right now, I’m still in a good place. I’m still feel-
ing really motivated and driven, but I can only speak
for myself.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Taking over the team’s
reins after the

Adelaide humiliation ,
Ajinkya Rahane had led
from the front in the
Boxing Day Test, pro-
ducing a master-class
hundred against
Australia, and the Indian
vice-captain says the cen-
tury will remain special as
it paved the way for the
series victory.

After his 112 in the
Boxing Day Test, Rahane
had said his century at
Lord's was his best.

However, the 32-
year-old said he didn’t
quite realise the value of
his Melbourne effort that
eventual ly became a
building block for India's

2-1 series win against
Australia.

“For me whenever I
get runs and when we
win. I think for me that is
something really special.
Winning the Test match
and winning the series is

the priority for me rather
than my own achieve-
ments,” Rahane told
Sports Today.

“But yes Melbourne
Test hundred was really
special.  I  said in
Melbourne that my Lord’s
hundred was special but
many people told me that
I think Melbourne hun-
dred was better than my
Lord’s hundred,” Rahane
added.

“I did not know how
to react to that. But now
I realised, given the cir-
cumstances after the
Adelaide Test match,
Melbourne Test was real-
ly crucial for the series
and yes I  thought
Melbourne innings was
really special,” Rahane
further said.

Sundar wishes
to open in Tests

Natarajan didn’t expect to debut in Aus
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EXPRESS MY

HAPPINESS IN

WORDS ABOUT

PLAYING FOR

INDIA. IT WAS

LIKE A DREAM. I

GOT A LOT OF

SUPPORT FROM

THE COACHES,

PLAYERS. THEY

SUPPORTED AND

MOTIVATED ME A

LOT. I WAS ABLE

TO PERFORM

WELL BECAUSE

OF THEIR

BACKING

Used to be
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day after
the makers
of
Sreekaram,
starring

Sharwanand, con-
firmed that it will
release on March 11
on the account of
Maha Shivaratri,
makers of Gaali
Sampath and Jathi
Ratnalu on Sunday
announced that their
films too will hit the
cinema halls on
March 11, thus
paving way for a
three-cornered fight.
Releasing a creative video declaring the
release date, Jaathi Ratnalu producer Nag
Ashwin said, “It’s been long since we
laughed in a theatre together. See you
then.” Fronted by Naveen Polishetty,
Priyadarshi and Rahul Ramakrishna and
directed by Pittagoda fame KV Anudeep,
the film is made as a full-length comedy
entertainer.

On the other hand, filmmaker Anil
Ravipudi, who is supervising — on which
he is also a partner-tweeted,
“#GaaliSampath is coming to entertain
you along with our gang of extraordinary
actors for this Maha Sivaratri on March
11th (sic).” 

An emotional comedy entertainer, the
film sees Sree Vishnu as a truck driver,
while his father, played by Rajendra
Prasad, is a deaf and mute guy.  The
shooting is almost over.

Interestingly, Manchu Vishnu and Kajal
Aggarwal-starrer Mosagallu too is being
planned for a release on March 11 as well.

ctress-
singer Shruti Haasan plans
to focus as much on music
this year as her film career.
Beyond acting in films,

Shruti has sung a plethora of songs in
the English indie zone and over the
years done playback in films, too.

The actress, who is basking in the
success of Krack, promises more
music to fans in 2021.

“You will definitely see more
music this year from me and I’m
so excited to share it with every-
one. For years I had to place
music to the side but I’m finally

learning the balance, and I’m
thrilled to be able to do both.

Cinema allows me to play various
beautiful characters and music

allows me to show a valued part of
myself and my spirit,” Shruti

says.
The actor will turn 35 on
January 28 but doesn’t

have any plans for a
birthday party as of

now.
“I don’t

have

any
major plans

for my birthday.
This year has been inundated with lots of work
for me and that’s what I’m focusing on. Birthdays
are special but it totally depends on work,” she
says.

“I’m thankful to the audiences for going to the
theatres and making Krack a hit, after the rough
year we’ve had it’s a true blessing to begin 2021
with such a massive hit,” she adds.

The actress will soon be seen in Netflix’s first
Telugu original, Pitta Kathalu, and says she is
“really looking forward to its release.” She also
reveals that she is doing more OTT

content.
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tollywood
After Sam, it's

Chay’s turn now

ith his wife
Samantha
set to
beguile the
Hindi audi-
ence with

Raj-DK’s The
Family Man 2,

where she plays the
antagonist, now it’s

the turn of Naga
Chaitanya to say hello to

the northern belt, The
Pioneer has learnt exclusively.

According to our sources, the actor,
however, will not be debuting as a leading
man; instead he will be seen in a supporting
role. And the film in question stars none
other Bollywood superstar Aamir Khan. Chay
will be seen in a crucial supporting role in
Aamir’s anticipated Hindi release Lal Singh
Chaddha, which is the Hindi adaptation of
the Hollywood box-office smash American
drama Forrest Gump (1994). Secret Superstar
maker Advait Chandan is directing it from a
script of actor Atul Kulkarni.

Our source points out, “Chay will be seen
in the role that was originally conceived for
Vijay Sethupathi.  After the usually busy
Tamil actor couldn’t be a part of the film due
to date clashes, Aamir and Advait considered
many other south names before zeroing in on
Chay. While Chay is right now occupied with
Thank You and has other commitments lined-
up, he didn’t want to miss this opportunity-
especially to rub shoulders with one of the
best in the business, i.e. Aamir Khan. He
believes that instead of a Hindi launch as a
lead star, this film will help him land solo
offers in the future. The fact that his portions
require him to allot a maximum of a week
from his diary meant that he quickly gave his
nod.”

Bollywood is not a new territory for the
Akkineni family. Chay’s dad Nagarjuna has
featured in multiple Hindi films in ’90s and is
staging a comeback to the industry again with
Ayan Mukerji’s Brahmastra, toplined by
Amitabh Bachchan, Ranbir Kapoor and Alia
Bhatt.

Lal Singh Chaddha, which will show the tit-
ular character’s journey across decades, has
been shot in Chandigarh, Kolkata, Kerala,
Jaisalmer, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Bengaluru,
Turkey and Mumbai so far. It is the last leg
right now. Co-starring Kareena Kapoor and
Mona Singh, the film, a joint production ven-
ture between Aamir Khan, Kiran Rao and
Viacom18 Studios, will grace the cinema halls
this Christmas.

Presently shooting for Vikram Kumar's 
Thank You, Naga Chaitanya is set to debut in
Bollywood with superstar Aamir Khan-starrer

Lal Singh Chaddha, a life-affirming feel-
good drama. He is on board for a

supporting role, finds
NAGARAJ GOUD

Shruti 
thrilled to strike 

a balance 
between acting 

and music

inematographer-turned-
director Uday Gurrala is in
seventh heaven. His maiden
feature, Mail, which dropped
on Aha more than 10 days
ago, continues to receive

praise from all corners. “The reception
has been more than what I expected.
From the industry, filmmakers like
Vamshi Paidipally, Swaroop RSJ, and
Vinod Anantoju rang me and appreciat-
ed the film and my work. I’ve been get-
ting more calls from rural pockets and
from people who I don’t even know, and
it is overwhelming.  It shows that the
film has penetrated beyond the urban
market,” Uday tells us.

Set in the noughties, the rural drama
laced with a dash of romance and
humour follows Ravi (played by debu-
tant Harshith Reddy), a youngster who
is drawn towards computers. When he
notices that fellow villager Hybath
(played by Priyadarshi) opens a gaming
centre, he is elated. He opens an email
account but soon a series of unexpected
events leave him in a spot of bother.
Uday says Ashwini Dutt too watched
the film and lauded it. Dutt’s daughters
Swapna and Priyanka produced Mail.
“He told me that he didn’t expect it to
shape up the way it did. He even asked
me to narrate a script so that he can
shepherd it on Vyjayanthi Movies. But I
politely told him that it will take time,”
Uday points out with glee, adding Dutt

sisters too are joyous with the reports.
“Both of them had some concerns
whether the second half will reach the
audience because it’s very subtle and I
understood it. But with the audience
connecting to it, they are overjoyed.”
Next up, Uday will not dive into direct-

ing chapter 2 of Kambalapally Kathalu.
“I felt the need to give some break from
rural milieu. I’m committed to do my
next for Matinee Entertainment. I have
a couple of ideas but I don’t know which
way I will lean toward… it will take
time,” he signs off.                        — NG

akshmi Manchu,
who will be seen
in the Telugu
OTT series Pitta
Kathalu, says she
has brought alive

her character of
Swaroopakka drawing from
a mix of people she has
seen in life. Swaroopakka is
a narcissistic politician, and
Lakshmi says that it wasn’t
easy for her to bring alive
the part.

“This was really tough. I
don’t relate even one bit to
what I did in this character.
But then if the ability is in
me, I have to bring it out. I
had quite a few people I
could channel, and I’m sure

my friends who see me in
this character will immedi-
ately identify in at least one
or two instances who I was
channelling,” Lakshmi says.

She adds, “As an actor
you are always looking at
characters that push you
and challenge you, and find
places that make you
uncomfortable because
what I believe is art is
something that should
make you feel uncomfort-
able, it should make you ask
questions. So you push the
boundaries, you cannot
have art and create art
through other people’s
morality, it has to come
from a place of truth.”

Art should make you feel uncomfortable: Lakshmi

andita Swetha-
starrer Akshara is
one of the many
films which did-
n’t prefer an
OTT release dur-

ing the lockdown last
year despite being
wrapped up in October
2019. With theatres
back in functional
mode, the film’s makers
on Sunday announced
that it will release on
February 26. A mes-
sage-oriented comedy
drama, Akshara,
according to the mak-
ers, pinpoints flaws in

the education system
and the steps that need
to be taken to address
them. Written and
directed by Veedu
Theda fame Chinni
Krishna, it is a joint
production venture
between Suresh Varma
and Ahiteja
Bellamkonda.

Suresh Bobbili, who
composed music for
Needhi Nadhi Oke
Katha, has rendered
tunes, while G Siva, for-
mer associate of Manoj
Paramahamsa, has pho-
tographed it.

Akshara
seals its date
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Dutt garu asked me to narrate a
story for Vyjayanthi: Uday Gurrala

Three-cornered 
fight on Maha

Shivaratri
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