
�������
��������	
����
����
��������
�����
����

��������� �������	
����
��	�
	�	�����������	�����
	�����
�
�����������
�����
�	���������
�
������
�����
���
�	
���	
�
��	��	��
��


����

���������
��
�	��

	���  !�"	��	�#
���
�
�
�
�����	�����	���
$������
������#�%���
������	���
%�
%����
�

$����

�	
����
��
��&

���������
����
��

��
�����
�����
������
��  !"�� �#$!#� ���'(��	�(

��������)	�	
��	��*�������
�	
��
��+�	���	�

%�����,�
��
�
�

��
��-,
�.��
�/	����	
�
�	�����0���


������������

�����	����	���

��	����	�&����
�
�	�	����$�1	���	��	��



���	��

	��������
������
	
2�	�������
��

�3���	�&

�����
�	����
����
����%

&�������
��''�����
���

��������� ��$�
�����

��
�
�����
%��
�����	������
���
��%

	
�������)���	����
��������
	��������+����������
���
�����	��
	���
���	�2	
�����
���
	��

	�
-�2�.�	���
���������
��	���%����
���%%��
%��
�
������
�
����%
��
�
�����'�&45��	*���	
�
�����	�
��	����
���	���

��	����	�&�

&���� 67�87

Aconfident smile never leav-
ing her face, Mirabai

Chanu ended India’s over two-
decade long wait for a
weightlifting medal at the
Olympics, clinching the 49kg
category silver medal five years
after leaving the same platform
in tears following a disastrous

debut.
With her historic triumph,

she ensured that India was
second on the medals tally for
a brief while, a feat that has
never been achieved before by
the country. It was also the first
time that India managed to win
a medal on the opening day
competitions.

The diminutive iron lady

from Manipur lifted a total of
202kg (87kg+115kg) to better
Karnam Malleswari’s bronze in
the 2000 Sydney Olympics.
With this, she exorcised the
ghosts of the 2016 Games
where she had failed to log a
single legitimate lift, leaving her
shattered.

“I am very happy, I have
been dreaming of this for the

past five years. I am very proud
of myself right now. I did try for
gold but even silver is a great
achievement for me,” Chanu
told reporters after her career-
defining triumph for which she
had been training in the US for
past few months.

The 2016 experience was a
watershed in her career and
Chanu had spoken about how

confused she had felt during
her debut at the biggest 
stage. 

There was none of those
nerves to be seen on Saturday,
just a very composed and
focussed athlete who knew she
was destined for the podium.

“I am very happy to win
the first medal for India at these
Games. I don’t just belong to
Manipur, I belong to the whole
country,” she said in response
to a query on what it meant for
her as a Manipuri. 

“I would like to thank my
coach Vijay Sharma andthe
support staff for their contin-
uous hard work, motivation
and training,” she added.
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As fighting rages in
Afghanistan, the Indian

embassy there on Saturday
said the situation “remains
dangerous” and advised all
Indian nationals there to exer-
cise caution.

The advisory came days
after the IAF planes evacuated
more than 50 diplomatic staff
of the Indian consulate in
Kandhar .

The note of caution by the
embassy in Kabul on Saturday
urged Indians staying, visiting,
and working in Afghanistan to
exercise utmost vigilance at all
times and avoid all non-essen-
tial travel as security situation
in Afghanistan remains dan-
gerous.  It also warned Indian
nationals are not exceptions,
and they additionally face a
serious threat of 
kidnapping.

The detailed advisory also
asked the Indian nationals to
remain vigilant with security at
workplace, place of residence
and also during movement to
their places of work. It is rec-
ommended that all types of
non-essential movements be
avoided. Movements especial-
ly during peak commuting
hours should also be avoided.
While traveling on roads,
maintain distance from possi-

ble targets like military con-
voys, official vehicles of
Government and Ministries,
high ranking officials, law
enforcement agencies, it cau-
tioned.

Indians were also asked to
refrain from going to crowded
markets, shopping complexes,
restaurants and other public
places. All essential movement
may please be kept as discrete
as possible, it said.

It also advised traveling
outside the main cities should
be strictly avoided.  Moreover,
all Indian nationals arriving in
Afghanistan are advised to reg-
ister with the Embassy.
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In the latest unlock guidelines
issued on Saturday for the

national Capital, the Delhi
Metro and public buses in the
city will operate at full seating
capacity, while cinema halls,
theatres and multiplexes will
open with 50 per cent occu-
pancy from Monday. 

The city witnessed an
unprecedented surge of cases
and deaths during the second
wave of coronavirus in April
and May. The situation seems
to have been improving over
the past few weeks, allowing the
Government to reopen the city
in a phased manner.

The latest unlock guide-
lines by the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority

(DDMA) said the Delhi Metro,
the city’s lifeline, will be allowed
to operate with 100 per cent
seating capacity from Monday
but no standing passenger will
be allowed.

Cinema halls, theatres and
multiplexes will be allowed to
open with 50 per cent seating
capacity from July 26, while

business-to-business (B2B)
exhibitions will also be allowed,
but only with business visitors,
the guidelines said.

The order also directed
that number of people allowed
at marriage functions and last
rites will be raised to 100 from
Monday.

Spas can also open from
July 26 but their all employees
have to be fully vaccinated or
undergo RT-PCR test fort-
nightly, the DDMA said. Delhi
faced a brutal second wave of
the pandemic that claimed a
large number of lives daily. The
rapid rise in the number of
cases led to a shortage of med-
ical oxygen at various city hos-
pitals.

On April 20, the city had
reported a record 28,395 cases.
On April 22, the case positivi-
ty rate was 36.2 per cent, the
highest so far. At 448, the
highest number of deaths was
reported on May 3. 
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Ahistoric silver medal and a
radiant smile were not the

only eye-catching things about
Mirabai Chanu on Saturday,
her gold earrings shaped like
Olympic rings were as striking,
a gift from her mother who
sold her own jewellery for
them five years ago. 

The hope was that the ear-
rings would bring her “good
luck”. It didn’t happen in the
Rio 2016 Games but Chanu
made the little sacrifice count

in Tokyo this morning with a
silver medal and Saikhom
Ongbi Tombi Leima has strug-
gled to stop her tears from
flowing ever since. 

“I saw the earrings on TV,
I gave them to her in 2016
before the (Rio) Olympics. I
have made it for her from the
gold pieces and savings I have
so that it brings luck and suc-
cess,” Leima told PTI from her
home in Manipur where a
considerable number of rela-
tives, friends and well-wishers
gathered to watch Chnau script
history in Tokyo.
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The CBI on Saturday con-
ducted searches at around

40 locations in Srinagar,
Jammu, Udhampur, Rajouri,
Anantnag, Baramulla and
Delhi, including the premises
of two IAS officers,  in the on-
going investigation of a case
related to arms licence racket.

The CBI teams searched
the premises of around 20 gun
dealers and other public ser-
vants from early morning
across multiple locations.

Some officials in con-
nivance with gun dealers were
involved in the issuance of
more than 2.78 lakh arms
licences to the non-entitled
persons.

According to a statement
issued by the CBI headquarters,
“CBI had registered two cases
on the request of J&K
Government and further noti-
fication from Government of
India, and taken over the inves-
tigation of two FIRs i.e No.18
of 2018 dated 17.05.2018, ear-
lier registered at Police Station
Vigilance Organisation
Kashmir (VOK), and FIR No.
11 of 2018 dated 17.05.2018 of
Police Station Vigilance
Organisation Jammu (VOJ) on
the allegations of bulk issuance
of arms licences in the erstwhile
State of J&K during the period
2012 to 2016”.

The CBI collected docu-
ments about the issuance of
these arms licences allegedly
spread over 22 districts of J&K.

During investigation and
scrutiny of documents, the
CBI reportedly found that cer-
tain gun dealers in connivance
with District Magistrates were
allegedly issued such illegal
arms licences. The persons
who got these licences were not
residents of the places from
where the said arms licences
were issued.

Senior IAS officer Dr
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, who
served as DM in three districts
of Reasi, Udhampur and
Kathua during the said period
of investigation, posted a tweet
confirming the raid at his res-
idence. “With reference to
media reports I’ve to confirm
that CBI did search my resi-
dence & found nothing incrim-
inating in the ongoing arms
licence probe. Media friends
may note the probe covers 4
years across all dists. I am
fully answerable to CBI for my
tenure,” Dr Shahid Iqbal wrote
giving details of total arms
licences issued during his
tenure. 
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Over half a dozen people
died due to lightning in

Panna district at different
places while over a dozen were
injured in lightning; heavy
rainfall was witnessed across
the State which was induced by
active monsoon on Saturday.

In Ureha village of Panna
two women working at farm,
an elderly shepherd man and a
farmer at Pavai, a man at
Piparia Daun, a 65-year-old
woman at Chomukha village
died after struck by lightning
while a youth died while two
women were injured in Pathari
Khurd.            

With heavy rainfall across
the State for past two days
monsoon activities gained
momentum as most of the
places witnessed good rainfall

and heavy to very heavy rain-
fall would be witnessed in the
next 24 hours according to the
warning issued by Met depart-
ment.State capital recorded 5
mm on Saturday while rainfall
would be witnessed in the next
24 hours.

Among all the divisions
Indore was exception which
received rainfall at several parts
while remaining divisions
recorded rainfall at most of the
places.

Met department has issued
warning of very heavy rainfall
which might exceed 64.5 mm
in the State at several places.

Bhopal recorded good
rainfall on Saturday as showers
which started in the morning
continued with little breaks.
Heavy rainfall was witnessed
after a lull phase in the season
which made the weather con-
ditions hot and humid.

Dense cloud cover was
witnessed which poured heav-
ily in the evening and which
remained till late in the night.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that Madhya

Pradesh meets the standards of
E.S.G. (Environment, Social
Responsibility and
Governance) of Industrial
Development. The State has a
clean environment, good work
is being done under Corporate
Social Responsibility and we
are committed to good gover-
nance.

Chouhan has said, “We
are not just heart of India but
people with heart (Madhya
Pradesh Bharat ka dil hai aur
hum dilwale). The location of
Madhya Pradesh is the best
from the point of view of
establishment of industry and
we the people of the State love
everyone. Whoever visits us,

becomes our own.”
Chouhan said that Madhya

Pradesh has all facilities and
favourable environment for
investment. Madhya Pradesh is
among the leading States of the
country in ‘Ease of Doing
Business’. Come, invest in
Madhya Pradesh, earn profits
for yourself and provide
employment opportunities to
the people of Madhya Pradesh.
This is my request as well as a
challenge to you.

The Chief Minister on
Saturday attended the main
session of ‘Horsasis India
Meeting 2021’ through video
conferencing from his resi-
dence. This session was orga-
nized on ‘Madhya Pradesh –
India’s Emerging Economic
Tiger’.

Chouhan said that Madhya
Pradesh is an island of peace.
It has a very conducive envi-
ronment for industries. Here
energy is abundant with min-
eral, water and forest wealth.
Apart from this there is plen-
tiful of land, skilled human
resources, industrial peace,
industrial areas etc. Our invest-

ment policy is industry friend-
ly. We take full care of the
requirements of the investors
and give them packages gen-
erously.

Chouhan said that Madhya
Pradesh is number one in the
agriculture sector in India. The
Basmati rice and Sharbati
wheat here are unmatched.
Horticulture and medicinal
crops are abundant. There is
also a huge potential for invest-
ment in the pharmaceutical
sector. 

Madhya Pradesh is a five-
time winner of the Krishi
Karman Award . The agricul-
tural growth rate of the state is
around 20 percent. In Madhya
Pradesh, special attention is
being paid to value addition,
food processing and organic
farming of agricultural prod-
ucts.

Chouhan said that Madhya
Pradesh abounds in mineral
wealth. Here diamond, lime-
stone, coal, manganese, iron
etc. are available in abundance.
More and more mineral based
industries should be set up
here.
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�How was your experience
working with Britannia Good
Day?

It was beautiful. We were
going to start before the second
lockdown, but the situations
that arose caused a delay. Finally,
we were able to come up with
this film and I am happy and
excited. I love the concept, so I
was dying to be a part of it.
�How was your experience
collaborating with Karan Johar
for the campaign film?

It is a beautiful opportunity
for me. He is someone I have
seen him as a fan. He is an icon
for a lot of us, over the years. I
remember watching Kuch Kuch
Hota Hai. I remember watching
his interview on Doordarshan
after the film. In our memory, it
is always a magical moment
when we meet a person we have
seen on TV in real life. So, it is
a magical moment for me.
Someone I have seen giving
interviews as a kid, today I am
getting to see them work in real
life.
�What made you guys come
up with the idea of swapping.
And how difficult or fun was
it for you?

The idea itself is fun. As
an artist I would like to say
that image is for under
confident people who are
not sure of
t h e m s e l v e s .
P r o t e c t i n g
image is
something you do
when you are very
insecure. I assume
Karan as well as
me, though we
are two
distinguished
personalities,
we have full
faith in what
we do in our
separate fields.
Thus, we didn’t
refrain from
looking like
someone else.
The experience
of swapping was so
exciting that there was

no second thought about doing
it or not.
�A trait of Karan Johar that
you would like to swap with
yours.

I think his access to Shah
Rukh Khan and all the actresses
in the world. I am a huge Shah
Rukh Khan fan and somebody
who can be in his first circle is
something that I would like to
exchange. I can give him my
cricket gang from Bombay in
exchange for it, or my Anvar
Kranti from Chacha Vidhayak
Hai Humare. So, he can give me
Shah Rukh Khan and I can give
him Anvar Kranti. 
�How do you think your fans
will react when you swap your
personality?

I think first of all I have no
fans, all of them are my friends.
And everything is fine in front of
friends. Max to max, they will
make fun of me and there is no
harm in it. And I do not think
that my fans see me like that.
They know me in many different
avatars. They know that I am a
musician, I have played sitar for
21 years of my life and I do stand-
up comedy. So, I keep doing

things which are pole apart,
in my life. The people
who know me are not
affected by it and the
people who do not
know me, I am not

affected by
them.
� W h i l e
Karan and

y o u
a r e
both

writers, you both have very
different personalities. Did you
take any time to prepare or
study each other’s personality to
execute this better?

Of course, I saw some of his
interviews and tried to
understand how he talks.
Secondly, as an iconic figure, I
somehow knew how he talks to
a certain extent. But yes, some
days before the shoot I tried to
understand how he works. And
as an artist, I am not a very
good mimic but I can imitate.
So, I was just trying to look at
the kind of mannerisms I can
pick, and what will look nice.
There are some things which
you pick, but they do not look
good on you. So, the idea was
to pick things which will look
okay on me.
�You have been one of the
most popular faces in Indian
stand-up comedy. Do you
think that now we have a
wider audience to appreciate
your field of art?

I feel even when the
audience was less, it was wide
for me. Because, the art form is
so new that we still do not know
what is its full potential. My aim
is to explore and to reach to
more and more people so that
there comes a time when we
know exactly the number of
people that are there in the
audience. 
�Do you miss the stage?
How different is it to perform
on a virtual platform?

Stage is different from a
virtual platform. It is like
meeting someone you love in

person and talking
to them on video
call.  They are
exactly two very

d i f f e r e n t
things. The
affection is

there of
course, but
the warmth
is definitely
missing. That
hype, that

rush of being on
stage is definitely not

there, though, the rush of
good conversations is always
there on an online platform.
But not as great as what it is on
stage. It  is like asking
somebody that how do they
feel catching the scent of
biryani as compared to
actually getting to taste it. Of
course, having biryani is more
satisfying than just getting to
smell it.

&���'� 2�(!$�'+ 2�-!�+ 34��3536 �����
�
�

��

�������	
��	��
������	
�	����	�
���	��
�	��	
��
��	��	����	��������	�������	
��	�������	
�	�� !"	#���$"	�!"�%&!��	����	��'()*+(),+()-	������	"	�����
�	"�������
�	���
	.��������
	#���
�	/	01232)+	4�'�'5	
��	��
������	
�	(62	�
��	������7	/	2��	8����+	�'�'	�
9
�+	:���	(+	#���
�/0123((	4�'�5+	%��������;	3*66/2663-**+	��
';	3-,-)()3)10'
&�����;	��
��
�	����
+	!�"	!�9�'	��'	��&�.<2330<()*3)+		!�9�'	��'	�/2<#��=�<0(<2331/233,+	�"!	�>!� �!.&	��	!�'	('33	&
��;	�
�����
+	!
����+	#��

���?
�+	�����	���	@���;	���

�	A	�����


�	�����;		#
�9
����	A	�����
�'	�����
�	;	��
B��
��+	C����	=�����;	��'	1+	#�����	.��

	#�
?
�+	#
�
���	��
�	:
�
�	�
�9+	��?	C����/((3	332+	�����;
3((/03((3066+	��������
����	=�����;	8/)(+	������	1+	�="C�+	.
��
�	#���	�
9
�/23()3(+	>'�'	�����;	3(23/0,*-,33	A	0,*--33+	���

�	=�����;	C������
	����D
��	��
���	��';	3-,1*6*6-))+	3-,-2,2-26-+	���D��?	=�����;	0��	8����+	�
�
�
	�������9	������+	8
�E


�	!�
�+	���D��?	221	3(1'	%���������;	3622/2)0100)+	2)01000+	2)01006'

��������	
�
�
	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�
	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������
	��	��	�������	��	��
	��
	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��
	�
�����������
	���	��

�����
	��	����	��	��
	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��
	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	���
�	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���
	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������
	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����
	��	��
	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��
	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��
	
����


	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	���
	�
	��
	���
����
��		��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

)#���
*��	������
�-��	��������������
��*
-�'�.�'+�/��(
��
����������
��������������(��
�'�.�/�%0+�.�	����
������#��	�����
�����������1������
���������2$���+�$+����������
����������
(
��������
����(���
������3�(��
�'%�������
���
������������#��

�������	
��	���

�
�0���	����
��	��

��
��
�����������	�����
�������	�
�
��	�

&�#
��	+
����	*�
%������������	
�
��	��������
����������	$	��	+����
%�����
����
��
��

*�����
J�6������
���
�������	������%

�
����
�

	���	���
%�����
���	
�����������*����

	�

�	
�
%�
%�����	��+

����
�������
���&

&������

���
���''���
��������
�����
�

6����	����������

�


��
�����������A��	��
��

���	����
�&�9	���	���
%�����
�����*����

	�

��%�
%��
	
��
�	
%��������	����+�	����������������������	��
+�	�*��
����&
�(:#�)��(,/�
�K��+���%�
�
���
����
������
�%�	����
�	
%������
������
���
����������	�������%�
%���
���
���
����

	�

��
����
�K�������
���	���
�;����������	�����

	�

�����*��	
�G
�
	�����

	��
�	
%��������
���

	�
&#�$�#�,�*(�
��
�+�
�������
������
�	
%��������%�
%��

	
����

	�

L��
����
�
�	�3��
��������
	
��+��������
�

4(I���
����&
��
����
�
���%�L�������������%	�
����������������
���	�����

	�

�����*��	
��
�	
%������&

��������$��	���A������������������
�
��	+
�	��

�������	����������	
�

���
�����
�
�������
���������������
�
������������
��
������M���61�	
��"	�	)�
6���������	��������
������
��$������������	

�A����
%���
���	+
����������
$���*	��	�	
�
�����
�&������	%	�
�������+	�*��
��
�
���+	���M���610���
���������
�
�����
�
��
������)
��
���
��,	*������	����������%���

������������	
�����
����������������+��
+	�*%�
�
��	
���������$�+	����������	�
���
�
�	�������	��	��������
�����0�
����
+��
�������&�;�����61�	������������	��	
��	����	��+��
��	�����
��
��������
��	�����
+�����$���

�	��
��B
��������	
��
�
���	��������	����	�	���������	����
%
	�

%���������������	��
�+������$����	

����$���

�������	
�����	����	��
���1���
��	
�	A�
	&�

;������$��	��

�	+�����	�	������	
�
��
����
�����
	����1���
��	��	A�
	���
����
������	���
��
�
������

	������
����
�
������&�6���	��
�0���
�*��	��+��

���
%
�����	��
����������	
��������	��������



���	%	�
��
���	��������	
���+��
%�
%����

	

������
�������
%���	�	������
�����������	��
�����������
���	
��	�������&�1���
��	���
��	�
�	������
�	��	��	���
��	���
���
�� @ ����	��
�����
������
��
�������	��������
�	������
��
��	
�	����	�������������
���
��,	*����0�
�	�������	

)�"	)�	����
��	��	�������

��	���	
����	����	�%��	��+

����������
�	�%����&�#���������+����$�����	��,	*����
�	��+
�������	
����������0��$	������
�������
�
�����	
����	����������	����	��������

��
��	$����
��	���
���&�

6	�*�
%�	+
����	*�
%�	��
��+	�*�


����$���

��1���
��	��	A�
	��	����N��%

�
��
���	��	������	��������	����
���	
�������
��$����	
���0����*���
�+����$���
����
����
�
 �
�����
������	��&��0$��+��

*����
%�	�	����
��61��
��O������
�������


���+��	��������*�
��
����
�������	���	�
+��
��	���
�
%�	
������*�
��
���
�����0$�
+��
�%����
%�
$���������	����	���
���
�
+
������&��
��	�������
���%
������
������
�
����������	��
�����	�
0��$��������
����+��
���
�����	�����������������
���
0���	��

&
���
�����
���%
���
�*

����	��:*�	��

-�	�

�.��	
��������
���	��������
���������
�	��

��	�����
�����	��

��
�������
)���
+��	�������	$��	��	����	���������%�
���������
�������
����������

�������&
;
�*�
%������"	�	)���	��	��	���+��
�	����	�
+��	���������
$�����
���������
��
�������
��
)�����	�����	�����
�	��
�	+��&P

�������������������������������������������


���������
���������
���'����������
 ��
�	����'�����������


�
�
��Q�����(	�	��������
�(
+	������	�������
����
�����

����

���
 ���+	�*������+	
%�	�
����	��	���	����	���$	�������
$�����������������	�����	���	
�
�
��������	�	&�6������	�

���
+�%%����+�������	
���������	����
	���+	�*��
��	���6
�
�  !�

��
�"��������"���
����������������
#��	�������$�%�
&�#�'&���	��

�*�
��	���

���
 	
�����
�	�����
��	���

�
B
������������	
�
�����	*����
�����
��
���	$�������


��

����
���
����

�	*��������
�
+��������	
��$��&

�
����
���
��
%�����
���
B
���������������
%�$��	

����
�
�������
%���	���
%�
�
������

����	
����

��
����������	�&
6�����

��������%��
����%
���
�
��
���
�����
����
���������	���
%����
��*���

��
�
�����	�*��	
��	��
���

���	
�

������

����	
���
�����
������
�	���

�������+��	��&

1���	�������	���
%��
�����	�6��	���C���$�	
*	
6���	�����	���	������+����
��


�
�����
��������	�*�������

������������	
��	�
�
���	��

�����)������*��	���A��	

��	
�
��&

6����������	
����
����
0�
�
��������	����������
���	��

���
��������$�	
*	����
���
%&
�
�������	�*��	��B
����������

	�*���	���(�����O�����

���

��$�	
*	��������	�����
���
�
�
�
�	
��%�	��	������
�
��

�����	���=�

����
��J�;�
��������
����
�(����	��	�

%�1���	�������	
��
%�����$�	
*	�6���	����C
�����	�6��	��J

����
%��
������

�


������
	
���

��
��
%��
�����	�����

�������

�;	���3����
%��;	%��
�����
��	�(�9	�����������9	��
��������	���

��
�����

�
����	�
�����	����
��&�6

����+�	���@  �����
����	
���

��	
*�����$��������
������	��
%���
����R+������
��

�����$���


�����
���0����	��	��
���������
B	%�	$	
���	��$	���	
	���	
�

����
��	
���
)��/	��	$����

�
�����
�	��������Q��
��
�
�%��+
�����
%	%����
�	��	
���
��	�&

����%�����+�����
	������	��

���
�
�+�������	
��
�������B	%�	$	
��	����N6����
	����	
����	�

������	����
��
�
$������
�����&�6���������
%
���
����
�������
����
��	
�����
	��
���������	������	$��	���+����


���������&�3�
���	*�
%�	
�

���
���������

��
�	$
��
���	�����

��
���
�+�����
%
	�	��
%�+

���
�������
�����	��
��������������

(�����
��
����
�
�������
��	���%�
��	��

�&
�	
))	
�)��	
��"�	�	���)��

����
�����
�$����	����
������������
����������	����
�*�	
�
�
��$	��

������+��
%��	���&�6��
�	���	
))	
�/���
�����
�����
����	���������	���������
�����	�
�
�

��
�����
��
����������
�+��	
+������	��
�&P

����
%�����������	��$	
��	
	����	����N�0��%�	����	����
�

��
����
��
�������
���	
�
�
�����
����+�������	�&
B���
����	��	
���
������<��%
�
�
��
���������������
��

�
%
�
������	$�����	���������	
�
�����	����0������������	�������
��������
%�	
���
�A������&�;�
�

��
����
�*������������
���
��	�������	
���

���+������
�����

�	
����
���	�����������
����
%
���	��	�����	���


����������

����	
�&����
��	���%��	�
�
��
�
�������%
����
�
���+

����	���	�
+��
�+�����
$�������&�;��+

�

$����

���������	
���
	���
�
�����
��&P

6������
��
%���	�*�	���
�
����������	
���A������
�&��
)�
/	��	$�

������
�����
�������
�
�	����N��	�	�6�)�	
��	��	
��	�	��������	�+���
���(��
���
�
��$���	����
��
��
0�
	������	�����A�
%���
��

������
�
�*&���	�	��
�����������
��	�
B	)����;	%��0��
���+
����	
�
�������������
��	*�������
��	
�
�
�
������%���&�6����
���	
�����
��
�������	��	�	��������

	�����������
����&����	��
�������

�A��
����	
����
��

��	��	�%
&
������	��
��
�����
%���	���
�	$�
0���A��
����+��
����	
���
������+����$����	��+��������

�	$�������$��������
��
���
���&P

 � � � !  � � �

�What was your reaction when you were offered
to play a 2500-year-old asura?

When I was approached for the project, I was not
told what character I was being offered. I was only
given the brief. They told me that they already had
their main lead. And now they were looking for a
person who was more powerful than this superhero
— someone who can make the hero a superhero. I
was interested. I felt that the show was unique. I have
always tried to do projects where I could be different
from what I had done in the past. When I was offered
this role, I was excited. However, when I was told that
I would be an asura, I was taken aback a bit but I was
told that I would remain in my human form; just that
I would have superhuman powers. The best part was
that I would get to be part of the project with my
brother.
�How did you come on board the project?

I was lucky that I didn’t have to audition for this
project. The producer of Peninsula Pictures, Alind
Srivastava offered me this role. He said that he wanted
me to be part of this show and play Shivaay. I agreed
and here I am.
�What are the challenges that come with playing
Shivaay?

There were quite a few. First, Shivaay’s voice is a
bit heavy. I am unlike Veer Nanda (Hero) who is
street-smart. I am all-powerful and strong. Then there
is the look. I have tattoos and initially it would take
up to two hours to get ready. Now, of course, it doesn’t
take that long. Also, the dialogue delivery is different;
he is extremely intelligent. Whatever he says has
deeper meaning. How this has to be conveyed had
to be practiced.
�Do you get into fights with your brother — off-
screen?

Onscreen, I am obviously trying to turn him into
a superhero, so there are fight sequences. Off-screen,
sometimes we have differences of opinion and get into
verbal fights, as is normal. We sometimes end up in
a WWE kind of situation. But we are brothers and
respect each other. The good part is that we have no

ego clashes.
�How did you get into acting?

I never wanted to be an actor. My background
as a gymnast left very little time for any
recreational activities. If I ended up on the news,
that was enough for me. I was in the hostel; I
didn’t have a mobile; we had to practice for eight
hours a day. That left little time for anything else.
It never occurred that I would end up acting. I
have a Gold in parallel bar and a Silver in high
bar at 58th National School Games, Pune and
during one of the games I was spotted and was
approached for the audition of Bournvita ad.
That is how I came into the industry. It was
destined.
�Was it tough to do the ad?

It was tough. I had no acting background.
I have never taken any classes. It was difficult to
face the camera, well-known actors and memorise
dialogues and deliver them with emotion was so
alien to me. This made me nervous. But I was
determined that since I was offered to play a part I
would do it to the best of my abilities. So, I worked
really hard.
�You have done a couple of movies. Why not pursue
Bollywood?

I am sure that there is something really big that
will come my way from Bollywood. I am also looking
at roles that I can play in web series. Since I came into
this industry I have always tried different roles. I know
only one thing however big or small the screen may
be, my job is to give my best.
�You have done a few music videos. How has the
experience been?

Doing music videos is so different from serials.
There are two types of music videos. One where there
is a song and there is a boy and or a girl and they go
dancing about. Then there are videos that tell a story.
What I have done comes under the second category.
I love doing such music videos since they are shot
within two-three days; it is a stress-buster. Listening
to music and performing it is very relaxing.
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BHEL, Bhopal has success-
fully completed the Turbine

Model Test for 12 x 80 MW
Polavaram Hydro Electric
Project located in the State of
Andhra Pradesh. The test has
been carried out in Hydro Lab
from July 5 to 13, 2021 in pres-
ence of customer representa-
tives from APGENCO, WAP-
COS & MEIL. In a function
held in Hydro Laboratory, C.
Ananda Executive Director

(HEP-Bhopal) handed over a
copy of “Model Test Results” to
K Ratna Babu, ED, Civil,
APGENCO in presence of
senior officials from APGEN-
CO, WAPCOS & MEIL.

The project has 12
Turbine–Generator Sets, each of
80 MW rating Kaplan type tur-
bine operating under rated net
head of 27.0 m. The design and
development of turbine suitable
for this project was carried out
by COE-HM (Hydro Lab)
Engineers of BHEL, Bhopal
Unit. The test proved the turbine
capability to meet the guaran-
teed efficiency, output and other
guaranteed parameters.

In order to prove the guar-
anteed parameters of Hydro
machinery, BHEL’s Bhopal Unit
is equipped with unique facil-

ity for manufacturing & testing
of prototype model of Hydro
equipment at its ‘Centre Of
Excellence (Hydro Machinery)’
in which more than 66 models
have successfully established
the contractual guarantees. 

K. Ratna Babu Executive

Director, Civil (APGENCO)
congratulated BHEL and
Hydro Laboratory group in
particular for completing the
1st milestone as per contract
schedule exceeding the guar-
anteed efficiency values. He
further desired that BHEL

would also meet all its future
commitments in time. 

BHEL capability in Hydro
business provides One-Stop
solution for Hydro-Electric
Power Projects, covering the
Development, Engineering,
Manufacture, Erection &
Commissioning of all equip-
ment of Hydro Power Station
including after sales services
and spares. 

BHEL supplied Hydro Sets
account for more than 45% of
the total Hydro Power sets in
India. BHEL has successfully
executed hydro projects of
more than 500 sets totalling
supply of 30000 MW of Hydro
Power equipment globally
which is a testimony of BHEL’s
market leadership in the hydro
business segment.

���� ��

� !��	"��	
#�� ���� ��� !"
6���7"89��:
!���,����
+
������������
!��;��������!

��
����(."��������/���	�
����'���������
�������(������������
���0���	���	����$����
������
��
���
��&������������
������

���������������
���(	�&�
��
�(	������
���������� "��
�����	���


��''���&������� "#7��,

Marathi Sahitya Akademi,
Madhya Pradesh

Sanskriti Parishad, Bhopal
broadcasted 'Bhav Sangeet' on
Saturday. The artists of Gwalior
gave a spontaneous perfor-
mance on the Department's
YouTube channel.

Bhav Sangeet has an
important place in the Marathi
singing tradition. Under this,
the presentation of the popu-
lar Marathi Bhav Sangeet by the
artists of Swar Gandhali,
Gwalior was held.

In the programme, special
songs performed on the occasion
of Sawan season by main artists
Ku Purvi Sandeep and Piyush
Gore, Sau Gauri Gore in the
main form, *Soor Niragas Ho,
Shravanat Ghan Nila Barsala.
The presentation of Chandane

Shimpit Jashi Chalta Tu
Chanchale, Pratham Tuj Pahta..

The artists was accompa-
nied by. Ankur Dharker on
Violin, Narayan Kate, Vikas
Vipat on Tabla, Deep Gaud on
Guitar and Ankur Dharkar
accompanied in singing.

The programme was suc-
cessfully organized under the
guidance of Uday Paranjpe,
Director, Marathi Sahitya
Akademi. Meanwhile, on the
occasion of Guru Purnima,
the Directorate of Culture,
Madhya Pradesh Government
organized Guru Purnima fes-
tival at Ravindra Bhawan audi-
torium, in which first Raag
Bhairav and Raag Megh were
presented by Akash Guntiwar
and his disciples. 

He was accompanied on
Tabla by Manoj Patidar and on

Harmonium by. Jitendra
Sharma.The other performance
was given by V. Anuradha
Singh. She performed  Kathak
dance. Anuradha composed
Guru Vandana, Shiv Vandana,
five rhythms, Kathak in three
rhythms, Raga Mian Malhar
composed - 'Barsan Lagi
Badariya Sawan Ki' followed by
Thumri based on Raga Kalavati
- 'Mohe Chhedo Na' and Raga
Hansdhwani He ended his pre-
sentation with Tarana.

The event was concluded
by Pandit Kiran Deshpande
presented the Rupak Taal on
the tabla, followed by raga
Madhmad in Sarang,  Jhaptal. 

He was accompanied on
tabla by Harshit Soni and on
harmonium by Aman Malak.
The programme was broad-
casted online.
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Amovie based on the fight-
ers of Indian Army ‘The

Gunners’ was screened at
Shaurya Smarak on Saturday.

The film was produced by
Neil Gokhale, presented by
the Films Division of India,
focusing on the artillery gun-
ners of the Indian Army. The
script writer and director is
Vijay B. Chand.

The film is based on the
courageous and exciting work
style of Gautakhor of Nausen.
Presented by the Films Division
of India, the film has been pro-
duced by Prem Vaidya and
directed by MS Patwani.

When the artillery soldiers

of the Indian Army descend
into the battlefield with dead-
ly cannons vowing to annihi-
late the enemy, nothing is seen
in the enemy area except tahwi
and smoke. The heavier they
are, the stronger they appear. 

When an ordinary young
man dedicates himself to
guarding the motherland as a
soldier with a sense of patrio-
tism, what kind of determina-
tion and manhood does his
strength grow? While living a
military life, how he rises above
the common man and starts
thinking for the country, just
like the flaming ammunition
coming out of the cannon,
sparks the enemy's wipe out of
his eyes.
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Sensation prevailed in the area
after a body of a woman was

found in white sack near a nul-
lah at Bhori Bangal area under
Khajuri Sadak police station
area in the morning on Saturday.

After the body was spotted
locals informed the police and
on the receipt a police team
reached the spot and started
investigation.The body was
found at around 10.30 in the
morning and blood stains were
seen over the sack which sug-
gests that the woman was killed
and body was dumped.

After the preliminary
investigation the body was sent
for the post mortem. The police
have registered a case under
section 302 of the IPC and
started further investigation. 

The identity of woman
remained undisclosed as the
locals failed to recognize her and
nearby police station do not
have any missing complaint of
any woman in the past two days.

Police said that the body was
dumped after been killed, injury
marks of sharp edged weapons
were found over the body.

Circumstantial evidences
suggests that the woman was
sexually assaulted before she was
stabbed to death. At the spot
police have not found any signs
of struggles which points that
she was raped and killed at some
other place and later dumped
near the nullah at the bushes. 
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that

women empowerment is one of
the main objectives of my life.
From the very beginning of my
public life, I have been work-
ing for the empowerment of
women. When I was MP from
Vidisha, I adopted many girls.
I performed the ‘kanyadan’
ritual of three of them recent-
ly. In this work my wife extends
full cooperation.

Chouhan said that the
members of ‘IASOWA’ set an
excellent example of social ser-
vice during the Corona crisis.
They not only fed people with
home cooked food, but also
served the society in many
other ways. If IASOWA mar-
kets the products of women
self-help groups through its
website, they will get a good
market.

Chouhan on Saturday ded-
icated the website of Madhya
Pradesh IAS Officers Wives
Association (IASOWA) at
Minto Hall. On this occasion,
Smt. Sadhna Singh also
released IASOWA e-magazine
‘Vistaar’.

Chouhan said that it is
true that behind the success of
every man is a woman. My wife
has a big hand behind my suc-
cess too. She has helped me in
every task.

The Chief Minister said
that this important fact of life
comes to the fore in the ques-

tions and answers of
Yudhishthira and Yaksha that
every person knows that he will
die one day, still he continues
to act as if he has to live forev-
er. 

This is the biggest sur-
prise. A person should make
better use of each and every
moment in his life to make his
life precious and important. I
also constantly try that every
moment of mine should be
spent for the welfare of the
people and development of
the state.

Chouhan said that
IASOWA continues to do social
service. Serving others is the
greatest virtue. 

The winner is the one who
works for the country, society
and others.

Chouhan said that trees are
living oxygen plants. By plant-
ing more and more trees we can
enrich the environment. I plant
a sapling every day. Ankur
campaign is being launched for
tree plantation in Madhya
Pradesh. Under this, you may
upload your photographs while
planting sapling.

Chouhan visited the exhi-
bition and appreciated the
products put up by the women
self-help groups at the venue.
Chouhan appreciated the saris
made by the women of Shiva
self-help group, munga powder
made by Om Jai Jagdish Hare
Group, Aloe Vera-Neem pow-
der, honey etc. made by other
groups.
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Ashoka Garden police have arrested two habitual criminals
who sexually exploited a 16-year-old girl for past two years;

a case was registered on Friday.
According to the police the minor victim was sexually assault-

ed after she was captivated two years ago by the accused Damplu
when she had gone to temple. The victim was threatened and
later continued to be sexually exploited. The accused was arrest-
ed by police in an old case after investigation.

After his arrest another habitual criminal Chotu Langda con-
tacted the victim and blackmailed her by threatening of reveal-
ing relationship with Damplu. Damplu has been booked for sev-
eral cases of theft and burglary.Initially, Damplu who lives in the
same area was acquainted with the victim and taking advantage
he raped her and later sexually exploited. After Damplu was
released from jail he found that victim used to accompany Chotu
and made sexual assault public.

The parents asked victim after which she revealed the atroc-
ity and a complaint was lodged with the police. The police have
registered a case under sections 376, 376(2) of the IPC and sec-
tion 5 and 6 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences and
have started further investigation.

Bhopal: Miscreants targeted a
house at Suraj Nagar and
escaped with valuables worth
�55000, Ratibad police have
started investigation.

Police said that the victim
Shalikram Vishwakarma had
gone to his relatives in the
month of May and when he
returned valuables were found
missing and a complaint was
lodged by the victim with the
police. In the complaint victim
stated that they left house in
May and when they returned in
valuables were found burgled.

The victim claimed that
construction tools drill
machine, hammer and cutter
were burgled. The victim has
claimed that the total loss in the
burglary is around Rs 50000.

Based on the complaint
after the preliminary investi-
gation the police have regis-
tered a case of burglary against
unidentified miscreants and
have started further investiga-
tion. SR
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that the peo-

ple of the state have played a
vigilant role in the vaccination
campaign launched to make
Madhya Pradesh a Covid-free
State. In many gram panchay-
ats and urban bodies of the
State, an example has been set
by completing cent percent
vaccination. 

In the same sequence,
Khajuraho has also come under
the category of cent percent
vaccination due to the aware-
ness shown by the people in the
world famous tourist city of
Khajuraho. Chouhan has con-
gratulated the residents of
Khajuraho, while appreciating
the district administration, vac-
cination teams, social workers
and Corona volunteers.

Chouhan said that all sec-
tions have participated enthu-
siastically in the speed at which
the vaccination campaign is
being run to prevent corona
infection in the state. Till date,
about 2 crore 77 lakh people
have got vaccinated in the
state. The campaign will con-
tinue. Chouhan said that it is
our endeavor that cent percent
vaccination of all citizens of the
state who are of 18 years of age
or above should be done.

Chouhan said that the suc-
cess achieved through the pub-
lic participation model of
Madhya Pradesh in the vacci-
nation campaign has also been
appreciated at the national
level. He has appealed to the
people of the state that it is still
necessary to remain fully vig-
ilant towards Corona. Everyone
should continue to adopt coro-

na appropriate behaviour and
also follow the guidelines of
corona control.

In the tourist city of
Khajuraho, after cent percent
vaccination was done, a cere-
mony was organised by the dis-
trict administration to honor
the Corona volunteers.
Regional MP V.D. Sharma said
that the achievement in the
field of vaccination in
Khajuraho due to the com-
bined efforts of all is a matter
of pride. 

He said that the participa-
tion of Corona Volunteers in
the form of angels in the time
of crisis is praiseworthy. This
function organised by the dis-
trict administration to pay
respect to the Corona
Volunteers will boost their
morale and they will work
with double energy in future.
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Srinagar: Three unidentified
militants were killed while an
Army jawan was injured in an
encounter in Bandipora district
of Jammu & Kashmir on
Saturday, officials said.

Security forces launched a
cordon and search operation in
Shokbaba forest in the Sumblar
area of Bandipora in north
Kashmir following inputs about
the presence of militants there,
they said.

The officials said as the
forces were conducting search-
es in the area, the militants fired
upon them.

The forces retaliated, ensu-
ing an encounter in which so
far three militants have been
killed, they added.

Srinagar-based PRO
Defence Col Emron Musavi
said an Army personnel suf-
fered injuries in the gunfight.

He said the injured jawan
has been evacuated and is
undergoing treatment.

The officials said the iden-
tity and group affiliation of the
slain ultras are being ascer-
tained.

The operation is in
progress and further details are
awaited, they said. PTI

�$
  �" 

�
�!"!�%��� �&
'�(���$	
"���������)�
��

�	����������&&�
�� �7�#�

Despite strict regulations
slapped on movement of

people across the State,
Saturday saw 18,531 new per-
sons getting diagnosed with
Covid-19 in Kerala out of the
1.55  lakh samples tested dur-
ing the last 24 hours.

A release issued by the
Health Minister’s office said
that 98 patients succumbed to
the pandemic taking the death
toll till date to 15,969. The
State’s average Test Positivity
Rate (TPR) showed 11.91 per-
cent while there are 271 places
across Kerala which have TPR
of 15 per cent and above.

Dr P Gopikumar, secretary,
Indian Medical Association’s
Kerala wing told The Pioneer
that the home quarantine and
isolation of persons tested pos-
itive was no more paying the
desired results. 

“The virus causing Covid-
19 detected during the second
wave of attack has been found
to be more powerful than the
earlier version. Now what has
happened is that the other
members of the family where
the patient is put in quarantine
or isolation too get afflicted
with the pandemic and  this

does not augur well,” said Dr
Gopikumar.

He said the IMA has asked
the State Government to shift
all the persons who test posi-
tive to either community living
centres or First Line Treatment
Centres foe which there are no
dearth in Kerala.

“Ill not go to the extent of
telling that the situation was
alarming. We, the IMA has
asked the Government to
reschedule the lock down
mode and allow shops and
business establishments to
function on all days. But the
crowd restrictions should be
enforced strictly,” said Dr
Gopikumar.

But senior Government
physicians said the situation in
Kerala was a cause  for concern.
“It has been found that the pan-
demic is spreading much faster
than the initial phases. Kerala
has become an epicenter of

Covid-19 and there are no
restrictions on movement of
people, Public transport, espe-
cially buses and whatever trains
that ply are filled to capacity.
There is no reduction in traf-
fic blocks even in small towns,”
said a senior Government
physician in Ernakulam.

Both Dr Gopikumar and
the Government physician
were on the same page regard-
ing their word of caution to
people in other States who are
planning to visit the State.
“Kerala is not safe for a holiday
trip. It is safe and better to post-
pone the scheduled journey to
the State lest the travelers end
up as victims of the pandem-
ic,” they said in unison.

There are four districts in
the State each showing more
than 2,000 new Covid-19 cases
on Saturday while there were
three districts each logging
more than 1,000 cases.
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Aday after Jammu & Kashmir police shot
down a Pakistani drone fitted with a 5kg

IED in Kanachak area of Jammu, senior offi-
cers of the Border Security Force of Jammu
frontier Saturday lodged a strong protest with
their Pakistani counterparts during their first
sector commander level meeting after the dec-
laration of ceasefire agreement by DGMOs on
February 24/25, 2021.

The meeting was held on the request of
Pakistan Rangers in the Suchetgarh area.

The BSF delegation was led by  Surjit
Singh,  DIG, Border Security Force and
Pakistan Rangers delegation  was led by Brig
Murad Hussain,sector commander Pakistan
Rangers, Sialkot Sector.

According to a BSF spokesman, "During
the meeting, Commanders of both the bor-
der guarding Forces, discussed various issues
with main emphasis by BSF delegation on Pak
Drone activities, terrorists activities by
Pakistan from across the border, digging of

tunnels by Pakistan  and other issues related
to Border management.A very strong protest
was lodged by BSF delegates against drone
activities by Pakistan authorities in the
Jammu Area".

According to a BSF spokesman, "It was
decided to re-energize instant communication
between field Commanders, whenever
required, to resolve the ops matters. Meeting
was held in a cordial, positive and construc-
tive atmosphere and both sides agreed for
expeditious implementation of the decisions
taken in the earlier DG level talks and com-
mitted to each other to maintain peace and
harmony at the International Border".
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At a time when the
Government of Kerala is on

a warpath with the Union
Government over the latter’s
decision to set up a Ministry of
cooperate affairs which the for-
mer alleges to be a blatant
encroachment into the rights of
the State,  suicide of a senior
Congress leader in Thrissur dis-
trict over the irregularities in
Karuvannur Cooperative Bank
has come as an embarrass-
ment to the ruling Left
Democratic Front.

Officials of the State
Cooperative Department, in
their preliminary investigation
has come across financial
impropriety to the tune of Rs
1,000 crore in the bank. The

Registrar of Cooperative
Department on Thursday night
dissolved the director board of
the Bank and appointed an
assistant registrar as adminis-
trator. The director board of the
Bank was full of CPI(M) nom-
inees.

T M Mukundan, a 59-year-
old Congress leader, committed
suicide by hanging in his house
on Thursday. According to fam-
ily members, Mukundan resort-
ed to the extreme measure fol-
lowing the receipt of a revenue
recovery notice from the Bank.

According to family mem-
bers, Mukundan had availed
loan worth �25 lakh in lieu of
16.5 cents land and a house. “But
the revenue recovery notice says
the loan amount was �80 lakh
and interest. He was summoned

by the Bank authorities and
asked to settle the loan  without
delay. We were in the process of
disposing a property to settle the
loan but of late the Bank author-
ities started to torment him
with threats,” said a close relation
of Mukundan.

But the Bank officials state
that Mukundan had availed
loan amount of �50 lakh on
2018 March 3. “He stood secu-
rity for another person for �30
lakh. Since the borrower failed
to pay back �30 lakh,  the
responsibility of paying the
amount fell on Mukundan, “
said a Bank official. They also
disclosed that Mukundan had
agreed to repay the loan arrears
by  February 2021 itself.  

Investigation has been
ordered into how the �25 lakh

loan availed by Mukundan shot
up to �80 lakh and why he was
not given the ‘breathing space’
to pay back the loan despite the
assurances made by him to the
Bank.

Though the manager of the
Bank had informed the
Cooperative Department
authorities about the shady deals
carried out by the director board
members in 2016 itself, a
CPI(M) leader who was also the
minister in the previous LDF
government (2016-2021) got
the manager dismissed citing
indiscipline and financial impro-
priety. Investigating officials told
The Pioneer that the Bank was
a conduit for money laundering.
By Saturday morning, the probe
agencies including police and
cooperative department have

found that the many cooperative
banks in the State were actively
engaged in money laundering
and embezzlement to the tune
of more than �10,000 crore.

Karunakaran Nambiar, all
India general secretary of
Sahakar Bharati told The
Pioneer that Cooperative Banks
in Kerala were being used for
money laundering and hoard-
ing of black money. 

“Since provisions like Know
Your Customer (KYC) were
not applicable in these
Cooperative Banks, they are
ideal avenues for money laun-
dering and violation of all finan-
cial regulations. Besides Banks,
the cooperative sector in the
State itself is enmeshed in finan-
cial embezzlement,” said
Nambiar.  
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Gearing up for the 2022 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections,

the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
has prepared a mega plan and if
sources are to be believed, the party
is set to field all its veterans in the
upcoming polls.

The ruling party leaders who
are certain to contest the elections
include Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Deputy Chief
Ministers Keshav Prasad Maurya
and Dinesh Sharma and BJP state
president Swatantra Dev Singh,
cabinet minister Mahendra Singh
and others.

The BJP holds an over-
whelming majority of 312 seats in
the 403-seat UP Assembly at pre-
sent and aims to win over 300 plus
seats in the next polls.

Well-placed sources in the
BJP said in Lucknow on Saturday

that Yogi Adityanath, currently a
member of UP Legislative Council,
would contest the poll from any
constituency of his home district
Gorakhpur. Similarly, other MLCs
like Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya would contest
from Sirathu seat of Kaushambi,
and Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma from one of the Assembly
constituencies of Lucknow and
minister Mahendra Singh from
Pratapgarh.

In 2019, Keshav Prasad
Maurya was elected to the Lok
Sabha from Phulpur constituency
while Dinesh Sharma was elected
twice as Mayor of Lucknow.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently kicked off the UP
poll campaign by praising Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath's Covid-
19 handling during his recent
visit to his Lok Sabha constituen-
cy, Varanasi.
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Pipping another record in Covid vaccination on
Friday, Uttar Pradesh administered as many as

10.06 lakh doses of the vaccine in a single day, tak-
ing the total number of jabs given till date to a whop-
ping 4.38 crore.

A top State Government official said, “We have
surpassed our previous best performance in Covid
vaccination which was around 10.03 lakh doses on
July 6. The State Government is sparing no effort to
trace every case and contain the transmission of coro-
navirus infection and is now focusing on the impor-
tance of the vaccine to prepare itself in a better way
against the anticipated third wave of Covid-19. Also,
Uttar Pradesh has administered the maximum
number of first doses to people in the age group of
18-44 years.”

Meanwhile on Friday, the state also witnessed the
sharpest decline in the number of active Covid-19
cases with the caseload standing at 932, a decrease
of 99.6 per cent from its peak capped at 3.10 lakh cases
on April 30. In the last 24 hours, over 2.55 lakh sam-
ples were tested, taking the total number of Covid
tests conducted in the state to 6.37 crore. Besides, the
positivity rate also slumped to 0.02 per cent, the low-
est in the country.

The total number of fresh novel coronavirus
infections detected in the last 24 hours in the State
was just 42 while during the same period, 99 Covid-
19 patients recovered across the state.

Where other States have been witnessing a surge
in fresh coronavirus infections (daily cases in the
range of 14,000-3,000), Uttar Pradesh has restricted
the daily case count below 50. In what comes as a big
relief, none of the 75 districts of the state reported
fresh coronavirus cases in double digits.
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Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh report-
ed 2,174  fresh cases of coronavirus,
2,737 recoveries and 18 deaths in 24
hours ending 9 am on Saturday.

The total positives stood at
19,52,513, a health department bul-
letin said.

The active cases slide to 22,358
after a total of 19,16,914 recoveries
and 13,241 deaths, it said.

East Godavari added 418 fresh
cases to its count while Chittoor
reported 329, Krishna 248, SPS

Nellore 246, Prakasam 233, West
Godavari 209, Guntur 132 and
Visakhapatnam, 103.

Five districts reported less than
90 cases each, with Kurnool logging
just eight in a day.

Krishna had five fresh fatalities,
Chittoor four, East Godavari,
Prakasam and West Godavari two
each and SPS Nellore, Srikakulam
and Visakhapatnam one each.

Five districts did not report any
Covid-19 toll in a day. PTI

Silchar: A visit by their deputy commissioner
on Covid-19 duty has inspired the women of a
remote village along the Bangladesh border in
Cachar district of Assam to form their first self-
help group (SHG) which would now provide
them the linkage to Government welfare
schemes.

Cachar Deputy Commissioner Keerthi Jalli
had visited the minority-dominated Tukergram
revenue village (Puran Basti), bordering
Bangladesh, under Harinagar Gaon Panchayat
of Katigorah Development Block, for 
Covid-19 testing and vaccination awareness on
June 11, an official statement said on 
Saturday.

During the visit, Jalli noticed that women
of the area aspired to do developmental works
but were not organised to that extent, it added.
She then asked them to form a SHG, compris-
ing marginalised women of that area, so that they

could be brought under the fold of Assam State
Rural Livelihood Mission (ASRLM) and sup-
ported through various Government schemes,
like 'Kanaklata Mahila Sabalikaran 
Yojana'.

This led to the formation of the first SHG
in the area, named 'Pally Unnayan SHG', on
Thursday, the statement further said. 

Expressing her happiness at mobilising these
women to enable them to avail benefits under
government schemes, Jalli said, “I am optimistic
that skilling and handholding under ASRLM
would enable them access  to income generat-
ing platforms through activities like goat rear-
ing, milk farming, etc.

“Most importantly, they are now in a posi-
tion to plan for their families on financial mat-
ters as well, which paves the way for them to
emerge as role models of women empowerment
among their community and area." PTI
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Bollywood actress Shilpa
Shetty has defended her

businessman-husband Raj
Kuinde, whjo has been named
as a “key conspirator” in the
scam involving the producing
and streaming of pornograph-
ic films on mobile and other
Apps, by saying that Kundra’s
HotShots App did not have
pornographic content and that
all content was of bold and
erotic in nature.

Shilpa, who was ques-
tioned by the Mumbai Crime
branch sleuths on Friday
evening, distanced herself from
husband’s firm M/s Viaan
Industries Ltd, of which
Kundra is the owner and she
used to be the co-owner, while
Pradeep Bakshi Bakshi — a
British citizen, who is married
to Kundra’s sister — is the
Chairman of Kenrin Ltd.,
London.

In defence of herself and
her husband, Shilpa – who has
made come back into films
through “Hungama 2” released
on an OTT platform, report-
edly told the police that “con-

tent on Raj Kundra's App was
not pornography but erotica.
He is innocent”.

Kundra, who was arrested
on July 19, was on Friday
remanded in police custody till
July 27.

The crime branch sleuths
of the Mumbai police have
seized 48 TB worth of images
and videos, most of which is
adult content.

During their investigations,
the investigators have traced a
record of transactions - from an
account in Yes Bank registered
to Mr Kundra to one in the
United Bank of Africa. 

They suspect money was
accrued from the sale of porno-
graphic content. A sum of � 7.5
crore has been seized so
far.

Following a raid conduct-
ed on February 4 this year by
them on a private bungalow at
picturesque Madh Island at
Malad (west) in north Mumbai
where a porn film was being
shot,  the Malwani police reg-
istered a case in pornographic
movie racket.  It was a tip-off
from an affected woman who
approached the police with

her grievance that led to the
raid.   

After initial investigation,
the Mumbai Police handed the
case to the Property Cell of
Crime Branch-CID for fur-
ther probe during which the
name of United Kingdom-
based Pradeep Bakshi, the
brother-in-law of Kundra, sur-
faced.

Meanwhile, Kundra has
moved the Bombay High
Court challenging his arrest
and seeking dismissal of the
lower court's order on extend-
ing police custody on that dis-
tinction. 

His petition also claims he
was arrested after being sum-
moned to the police station
"under the garb of recording his
statement".

On their part, the Mumbai
Crime branch sleuths have
uncovered the conspiracy
behind the making and stream-
ing of pornographic videos
through an app called
"Hotshots" and also OTT plat-
forms by putting up advertise-
ments on social media plat-
forms.

The investigators have also
recovered the messages from as
WhatsApp group run by
Kundra to deal with money
accrued from the porn movies

produced by them. The group
was named “H AAccounts”
and had Kundra as its admin
with four other members:
Pradeep Bakshi, Rob Digital
Marketing Hotshot, Raw Evans.
They have found some incrim-
inating messages relevant to the
case being investigated by
them.

The distribution and mar-
keting strategy adopted by
Kundra and team was to send
the videos produced in
Mumbai through an applica-
tion to Kenrin Production in
the UK to avoid legal issues in
India. Kenrin Production
would edit and upload the
pornographic films Hotshot.
Kenrin was allegedly funding
the porn film production
through agents based in India.

The HotShots app ---
described as the “world’s first
18+ app” showcasing some of
the hottest models and celebs
globally in exclusive photos,
short films and hot videos
(implying soft-to-hard porn) –
was removed from mobile plat-
forms. Similarly, Apple and
Google have removed the app
because of the pornographic
content in it.

In all, eleven persons –
including Kundra, his aide
Ryan John Tharpe and Kamat,

have been arrested in connec-
tion with the pornography
racket. They are: TV actress
Gehna Vashisht (32) Yasmin
Baig Khan alias Rowa Khan
(40) Monu Joshi (28) Pratibha
Nalavade (33) Atif Ahmed
(24), Shaan Banerjee alias
Dipankar Khasnavis (38),
Bhanusuryam Thakur ( 26)
Tanvir Hashmi (40) and Umesh
Kamat (39).

Model-actress Gehana
Vashisth, while Yasmin Rowa
Khan was the producer-direc-
tor. Kamat was the frontman
for Kundra. Pratibha was the
graphic designer, Joshi was
cameraman.

Gahna and Kamat were
both involved in producing
and shooting porn, writing
scripts; they also sent copies of
their scripts to Kundra.

In a related development,
Gehna – who is currently on
bail – has claimed that she was
arrested wrongly in the case.
"Those videos are just adult
videos. They are of erotic
nature. None of them falls
under the category of porn,"
she said.

On their part, the investi-
gators are examining call
records on her phone and
information on her laptop both
of which they seized.  
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Gangtok: Sikkim's Covid-19 tally rose to 24,823 on Saturday as 225 more
people tested positive for the infection, while one fresh fatality pushed the
Himalayan state's coronavirus death toll to 330, a health bulletin
said.

West Sikkim district reported the highest number of new cases at 81,
followed by East Sikkim (72), South Sikkim (71), and North Sikkim (one).

Sikkim now has 2,849 active cases, while 21,380 people have recovered
from the disease, and 264 patients have migrated to other states so far, it said.

The recovery rate among the coronavirus patients in the state stands at
87 per cent.

The Himalayan state has tested over 1.87 lakh samples for Covid-19 thus
far, including 1,972 in the last 24 hours, the bulletin said, adding the posi-
tivity rate now stands at 11.4 per cent. PTI
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Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
Government has informed the
Madras High Court that a
comprehensive study was being
undertaken with the assistance
of World Wildlife Fund to
ensure that elephant corridors
and habitats in the Nilgiris area,
if invaded, are restored to the
forests and the animals.

International experts are
also part of the inititiave,the
first bench of Chief Justice
Sanjib Banerjee and Justice
Senthilkumar Ramamoorthy
was told on Friday when a PIL
petition from animal activist
Muralidharan and another
came up.

Recording this, the bench
adjourned the matter till
September 2 with a direction to
the state government to file
within four weeks, an affidavit
indicating the status of the
area, the manner in which it
was in use and its present
state.

Earlier,the petitioner
informed the court that one of
the areas considered as a cor-
ridor was restored as it was later
discovered to be a habitat and
the restoration of the same was
also upheld by the Supreme
Court. PTI
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All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Director

Dr Randeep Guleria on
Saturday said that India might
have to adopt a booster dose
with second-generation Covid-
19 vaccines as the Delta vari-
ant of the coronavirus has
swept across the world and dri-
ven up infections in several
countries.

He further said Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin trials for
children are presently under-
way and the results are expect-
ed to be released by September.

“It seems that we probably
need the booster dose of vac-
cines as with the passage of
time the immunity tends to
fall,” Dr Guleria said. “There is
waning immunity. We would
like to have a booster dose that
will cover for various emerging
variants,” Dr Guleria said
adding that the booster dose
will be a second-generation
vaccine.

“We will have second-gen-
eration vaccines which would
be better in terms of the immu-
nity they give, covering of the
new variants and a having a

better overall efficacy,” Dr
Guleria said.

On Covaxin trials on chil-
dren, he said: “The Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin trials should
be over by August or
September, and by that time we
should get an approval. Pfizer
vaccine has been already
approved by the FDA (US reg-
ulator - Food and Drug
Administration). Hopefully, by
September, we should start
vaccinating children, and that
will be a big boost as far as
breaking the chain of trans-
mission is concerned.”

Dr Guleria’s statement
comes as the second dose of
Covaxin is likely to be admin-
istered to children aged 2-6
years in trials next week. “We
need to get our own vaccines
too - that’s why both Bharat
Biotech and Zydus are impor-

tant. Getting the Pfizer vaccine
will also be helpful, as there is
enough data to suggest it’s
safe... but we can’t be sure if we
will get required numbers. We
will hopefully have more than
one vaccine for children by
September,” he said. The sec-
ond dose of Covaxin has
already been given to children
between the ages of 6-12 years
at the Delhi AIIMS. Besides
Covaxin, the trials for Zydus
Cadila’s vaccine for children are
also currently underway in the
country.

On June 7, Delhi AIIMS
started screening children
between the age of 2 to 17 for
trials of Covid-19 vaccine. On
May 12, the DCGI granted per-
mission to Bharat Biotech to
carry out phase 2, phase 3 tri-
als of Covaxin on children as
young as two.
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The Council of Indian
School Certificate

Examination (CISCE), which
conducts the exams for the
Indian Certificate of Secondary
Education (ICSE), or Class 10,
and Indian School Certificate
(ISC), or Class 12, on Saturday
declared the results of the can-
celled exams. 

The overall pass percentage
for this year is 99.98 per cent
for ICSE results and 99.76 per
cent for ISC results. 

The CBSE is scheduled to
declare the results any day
next week.

The Southern region has
secured the best pass percent-
age for the Class 10th and Class
12th exam results followed by
the Western region in Class
10th results and Northern
region for Class 12th results.
While the pass percentage for
the Southern region in ICSE
results is 100 per cent, it is 99.91
per cent for ISC exams.

Delhi NCR has recorded a
pass percentage of 100 percent.
In ISC Class 12 results, Delhi
has also recorded 99.93%. 

The overall pass percentage
in West Bengal for ICSE is
99.98 per cent and it is 99.63
per cent for ISC Class 12th. As
many as 39,520 and 26,859 stu-
dents have enrolled for Class

10th ICSE and ISC Class 12th
exams respectively.

Odisha has recorded a pass
percentage of 99.98 per cent in
the ICSE results While in ISC
Class 12 results, the state has
recorded 99.83 per cent. In this
year, 8,935 students have
appeared for the ICSE exami-
nation. For ISC exams, 1,813
have appeared this year.

The overall pass percentage
in Punjab for ICSE is 99.99 per
cent and it is 99.79 per cent for
ISC Class 12th. As many as
13,773 and 2,796 students have
enrolled for Class 10th ICSE
and ISC Class 12th exams
respectively.

Karnataka has recorded a
pass percentage of 100 per
cent in the ICSE results While
in ISC Class 12 results, the state
has also recorded 99.95 per-
cent. The analysis of results of
other States were being exam-
ined till the report filed.
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The Congress on Saturday
made changes in its Assam

and Manipur units. While
Bhupen Bora was appointed as
chief of its Assam unit by
replacing party’s Rajya Sabha
member Ripun Bora for the
post, Loken Singh was appoint-
ed interim president of the
Manipur Pradesh Congress
with immediate effect till a full-
time chief is named. 

With this the Congress
has effected changes in four
States within a week’s time
including Punjab and
Uttarakhand. Of the changes
done, Punjab, Uttarakhand,
Manipur goes to assembly
polls next year while elections
were conducted in April this
year in Assam where the
party’s performance was not
good.

Continuing with the
organisational revamp, a party
statement said Congress pres-

ident Sonia Gandhi has
appointed Bhupen Bora as
president of the Assam
Pradesh Congress Committee
(APCC) and also named three
working presidents -- Rana
Goswami, Kamalakhya Dey
Purkayastha and Jakir Hussain
Sikdar.

The organisational changes
in the state unit came weeks
after the party’’s defeat in the
assembly polls for which it
entered into a grand alliance
with the Badruddin Ajmal-led
AIUDF and some other parties
but failed to stop the BJP from
coming back to power.

The party appreciates the
contributions of outgoing
APCC president Ripun Bora,
the statement said.

Bhupen Bora and Rana
Goswami are being relieved
from their present responsi-
bilities as All India Congress
Committee secretaries, it said.

In another appointment,
Loken Singh was appointed

interim president of the
Manipur Pradesh Congress
Committee with immediate
effect till a full-time chief is
named.

AICC general secretary
Organisation K C Venugopal
in a statement said the
Congress high has appointed
Nameirakpam Loken Singh as
the interim president of the
Manipur unit of the party.
The development took place
following the resignation of
party leader Govindas
Konthoujam as the MPC pres-
ident a few days ago. The
appointment of Loken Singh,
senior vice-president of the
MPCC, comes into force with
immediate effect. Venugopal
said that Loken Singh, also an
MLA, will be in his new posi-
tion till a full-time state unit
president is appointed.

Also, the party named
Arya Kumar Jnanendra as
chief organiser for the Odisha
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has declined to enter-
tain a PIL seeking to declare
that the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) cannot
act as an appellate authority to
the decisions of the top court
and find flaws so as to cir-
cumvent the “rule of law” laid
down.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and M R Shah
said the petition is clearly not
maintainable and there is no
reason to entertain the peti-
tion under Article 32.

“It is not necessary for
this court to return any find-
ing on the question sought to
be raised in the abstract with-
out any live challenge to an
order of the adjudicating

authority. In any event there
are appellate remedies avail-
able under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
to an aggrieved party. The
petition is dismissed,” the
bench said.

The apex court was hear-
ing a PIL filed by one Ashok
Surana seeking to declare that
the NCLT 
cannot act as an appellate
authority to the decisions of
this court and find flaws so as
to circumvent the “rule of
law” laid down.

The plea also sought
directions that the “rule of
law” laid down by the top
court is binding on the
authorities below without any
conditions and cannot be

sidelined or overruled.
“Declare that the rule of

constructive res judicata
(matter decided)  applies to
the decisions of this court and
is a fundamental rule which
sustains the rule of law in
ensuring finality to litiga-
tion,” the plea said.

Surana submitted that the
NCLT has misinterpreted the
judgments of this court and,
hence, the invocation of the
j u r i s d i c t i o n
under Article 32 is sought to
be justified.

He also clarified that he is
not a party to any of the pro-
ceedings before the adjudi-
cating authority under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code 2016. PTI
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Parts of central and adjoin-
ing west India, particularly

the States of Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat, are likely to have
some intense rainfall activity
for the next two-three days.
The India Meteorology
Department (IMD) on
Saturday said rainfall intensity
along the west coast is expect-
ed to decrease over the next 24
hours, in a much needed relief
to rain-battered Maharashtra
and Goa. Rainfall activity will
increase over the north Indian
plains and hills from July 25, it
said.

Having already drenched
Chhattisgarh, Telangana, east
Madhya Pradesh and central
Maharashtra, the system has
now shifted its focus on to the
western half of Madhya
Pradesh. The IMD has indi-
cated that the system will pro-
duce isolated extremely heavy
falls over west Madhya Pradesh
on Saturday, July 24. 

Therefore, a red warning
has been issued over the sub-
division for the day, as it
instructs the residents to ‘take
action’ to protect themselves
from rough weather.
Meanwhile, since the beginning
of the monsoon period on
June 1, both Madhya Pradesh

and Gujarat have received
below-average rainfall. 

“Further reduction in rain-
fall intensity is very likely along
the west coast, including
Konkan, Goa and adjoining
interior Maharashtra, during
the next 24 hours,” the IMD
said. “Fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall with iso-
lated heavy to very heavy falls
( a r e )
very likely to continue over
west coast, including
Maharashtra, on July 24 and
isolated heavy falls thereafter,”
it said. Extremely heavy rains
have killed scores of people in
Maharashtra over the past few
days, submerging several areas
and damaging property.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
enhanced the number of its
teams from 26 to 34 for under-
taking rescue operations in
the coastal areas of
Maharashtra that have been hit
by landslides and floods trig-
gered by heavy rainfall. 

A spokesperson for the
federal contingency force said
these teams are being deployed
in affected areas of Mumbai,
Ratnagiri, Thane, Palghar,
Raigad, Satara, Sangli,
Sindhudurg, Kolhapur, Pune
and Nagpur for rescue and
relief work after consultation

with the state administration.
“In view of the severity of

the situation, additional eight
NDRF teams have been airlift-
ed from Kolkata and Vadodara
base which are being deployed
in affected areas of
Maharashtra,” the spokesper-
son said. “This will take the
total NDRF deployment to 34
teams,” the spokesperson said.

The IMD said scattered to
fairly widespread rainfall with
isolated heavy to very heavy
falls are likely to continue over
Gujarat till July and reduce
thereafter. Widespread rain-
fall with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls are likely to contin-
ue over east Rajasthan till July
26 and reduce thereafter.

In north India, rainfall
activity is likely to increase over
northwest India from July 25.
“Fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall with isolated
heavy to very heavy falls (are)
likely over Uttarakhand during
July 25-28; Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana and West Uttar
Pradesh during July 26-28, and
Punjab and east Uttar Pradesh
on July 27 and 28,” the IMD
said.

Isolated extremely heavy
falls are also likely over
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand on July 27 and 28,
it added. 
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Aday after the Government
informed Parliament that

no fixed timeline can be indi-
cated at present for the com-
pletion of the vaccination drive,
former Congress President
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
took a swipe saying people’s
lives are on the line and it’s a
classic case of a missing spine.

In a tweet he said, “People’s
lives on the line, Government
admits no timeline, classic case
of missing spine.”

He tweeted with the hash-
tag of #WhereAreVaccines.

His remarks came a day
after the government said that
no fixed timeline can be indi-
cated at present for the com-

pletion of the vaccination drive.
The Government said it is

expected that beneficiaries aged
18 years and above will be vac-
cinated by December 2021.

Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare Bharati

Pravin Pawar in response to
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
and Lok Sabha MP Mala Roy’s
unstarred question said, “The
Covid-19 vaccination is an
ongoing and dynamic process,
which is being guided by
National Expert Group on
Vaccine Administration for
Covid-19 (NEGVAK) on the
basis of concurrent scientific
evidence.”

She said that in view of the
dynamic and evolving nature of
the Covid-19 pandemic, “no
fixed timeline at present can be
indicated for the completion of
vaccination drive”.

Pawar said, “However, it is
expected that beneficiaries aged
18 years and above will be vac-
cinated by December 2021.”

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has agreed to hear a plea
that has raised a legal issue as
to whether the policy for 
premature release from jail
existing at the time of 
conviction or the subsequent
one which is in existence at the
time of consideration of such
relief would be applicable.

The apex court sought the
response of the Madhya
Pradesh government and oth-
ers within four weeks on the
plea filed by a convict, who is
serving a life term and is seek-
ing directions to the state to
release him from 
jail on the grounds that he has
undergone a sentence of over
20 years including the period of
remission.

The petitioner has said
that he also qualifies under the
policy for premature release
which was applicable at the
time of his conviction in the
case.

The plea came up for hear-
ing on Friday before a bench of
justices L Nageswara Rao and
Hrishikesh Roy which issued a
notice seeking the response of
the state government and oth-
ers.

“Issue notice returnable in
four weeks,” the bench said.

The petition, filed through
advocate Rishi Malhotra, said
the petitioner was convicted by
a trial court in a case of 1996
along with others and was
sentenced to life imprison-
ment in September 2005.

The plea said at the time of
his conviction, the policy for
premature release dated
December 4, 1978 was applic-
able.

“However, for the first
time on January 10, 2012,
there was a substantial
change/departure from the
said policy wherein it stipu-
lated that such prisoners who
are facing life 
imprisonment would have to
undergo actual sentence of 20
years with a total sentence of
26 years,” it said.

The plea said as per the
December 1978 policy, any
convict who has been sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
after December 18, 1978 and
has undergone 14 years of the
actual sentence and 
completed a total sentence of
20 years would be entitled to
premature release. PTI
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The US administration, led
by President Joe Biden,

believes lasting peace in
Afghanistan is possible only
through a political solution, the
White House has said, noting
the ongoing dialogue between
the Government of the war-
torn country and the Taliban.

"I would note that there are
ongoing political negotiations
and discussions that we cer-
tainly support between Afghan
leaders, members of the
Afghan Government, and the
Taliban," White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki told
reporters at her daily news
conference on Friday, amid a
wave of violence from the
Taliban.

"We believe a political solu-
tion is the only outcome to last-
ing peace in Afghanistan, but

we will continue to provide
support to the Government in
the form of humanitarian sup-
port, security support, training.
We will also continue to
encourage them to take a lead-
ing role in defending and pro-
tecting their own people," she
said.

In an interview to MSNBC,
Secretary of State Tony Blinken
said the US is determined that
Afghanistan does not become
a training ground for terrorism
directed against the United
States or its allies and partners.

"That's exactly why we
went there in the first place,
which is important to remem-
ber. We were attacked on 9/11,
we went to Afghanistan to get
the folks — who attacked us —
to bring them to justice. Osama
bin Laden was brought to jus-
tice 10 years ago, and the
group, al-Qaida, responsible

for those attacks has been dra-
matically diminished in terms
of its capacity to attack anyone
from Afghanistan,” he said.

“We're going to make sure
that we keep our eyes on that.
If we see the threat re-emerg-
ing, we're going to be in a posi-
tion to take action against it.
But that's why we were there,
and now we're 20 years and a
trillion dollars and thousands
of Americans lost later in that
campaign. I think the reason
we went there is what we have
to keep the focus on, and we've
largely succeeded in doing
what we needed to do," Blinken
said.

The United States, he said,
does have deep concerns about
the actions the Taliban is tak-
ing, indicating that it may be
trying to take the country by
force.

Senior American military

officers have admitted that the
Taliban has gained “strategic
momentum,” with their forces
now controlling about half of
Afghanistan's more than 400
district centres.

Blinken said Afghanistan
would become a pariah state, if
the Taliban took it by force.

"It would not get the assis-
tance that it's looking for and
that the Taliban says it wants if
it has any responsibility for the
country. It would not get the
support from the internation-

al community that it says it
wants. We're actively engaged
in diplomacy because there is
no military solution to this con-
flict that's been going on for
more than 40 years in
Afghanistan, and we're work-
ing to try to bring that to an
end," he said. 

US Central Command,
which is in charge of
Afghanistan, said recently that
the withdrawal of US forces is
more than 95 per cent com-
plete. 
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Pakistan has deployed regu-
lar troops at forward posi-

tions along the Afghan border
due to the fluid security situ-
ation in the neighbouring war-
torn country in the wake of the
withdrawal of American and
NATO troops, a media report
said on Saturday.

Interior Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said that
Pakistan Army soldiers have
replaced the Frontier
Constabulary (FC), Levies
Force and other militias from
the frontline positions, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

The US and NATO are on
the verge of completing their
final troops withdrawal from
Afghanistan.

Ahmed said the FC
Balochistan and other militias
working under the interior
ministry had been called back
from border patrolling.

“Now regular army troops
are manning the border after
replacing the paramilitary
forces,” the minister said,
adding the decision had been
made in wake of the volatile
situation across the border.

Ahmed said the situation
not only demanded contain-
ment of the influx of refugees
from Afghanistan but also the

entry of armed army person-
nel and militants into Pakistan.

“Paramilitary troops
including the Frontier
Constabulary, Levies, Rangers
are deployed at the borders to
deal with regular issues includ-
ing illegal border crossing,
smuggling etc,” the minister
was quoted as saying in the
report.

“However, the current
volatile situation (in
Afghanistan) demands that
regular military troops be
deployed along the border,” he
said. Military spokesperson
Major General Babar Iftikhar
recently told a TV channel that
troops were manning the bor-
der and the move would help
prevent escalation of conflict
from the Afghan soil or air-
space to the Pakistani side.

Meanwhile, sources in the
armed forces told the newspa-
per that the most serious chal-
lenge in the current scenario
was not just the inflow of
refugees or any infiltrators in
the garb of refugees but the
movement of Afghan army
personnel or Taliban fighters.

“We have seen that more
than 1,000 Afghan soldiers
fled into Tajikistan early in July
to escape clashes with the
Taliban,” an officer said.

“But Taliban's presence in

the northern areas of
Afghanistan is not as strong as
it is in the areas bordering
Pakistan. Therefore, if Afghan
army troops enter Pakistan
while fleeing fighting, there are
chances that Taliban would fol-
low them and the conflict would
spill over inside Pakistan, and it
could spread to the mainland
too,” the officer added.

Pakistan and Afghanistan
have already traded barbs last
week after the Taliban took
control of the Spin Boldak
border crossing, and the
Afghan Air Force wanted to
attack Taliban positions from
the Pakistani side, which was
not allowed by Islamabad.

“Pakistan does not want to
see any such situation when the
Afghan air force might use our
airspace without permission to
attack Taliban and in retalia-
tion the militants attack
Pakistani positions creating a
new issue,” the officer said.

Meanwhile, responding to
a question, the interior minis-
ter said that the fight inside
Afghanistan was their internal
matter and Pakistan was not
taking any side and had no
favourites.

“It is time that the Afghan
politicians and their military
leadership learn to deal with
their issues,” Ahmed said.

!�3�����������
����#�����������
����#��	#
�����������.�����

&���� ��,���"��

Pakistan's National Security
Adviser Moeed Yusuf and

ISI chief Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
are likely to visit the US next
week for talks with their
American counterparts on the
situation in Afghanistan as
part of Washington's diplo-
matic efforts aimed at ensuring
a peaceful transfer of power in
the war-torn nation, according
to a media report.

The efforts also include
visits by US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken to New Delhi
and Kabul for talks aimed at
formulating a regional response
to the Afghan crisis, the Dawn
newspaper reported from

Washington while quoting
diplomatic sources.

The trip of Yusuf and Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI)
Director General Lt Gen
Hameed was part of these
diplomatic efforts, it said.

“Pakistan has a key role in
a new US diplomatic offensive
aimed at ensuring a peaceful
transfer of power in
Afghanistan,” diplomatic
sources told the newspaper on
Friday. Under a deal with the
Taliban, the US and its NATO
allies agreed to withdraw all
troops in return for a commit-
ment by the militants that they
would prevent extremist groups
from operating in areas they
control.
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Several Pakistani Ministers
on Saturday lashed out at

former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif for meeting Afghan
National Security Advisor
Hamdullah Mohib in London,
saying the PML-N supremo
was a “close friend” of every
enemy of Pakistan.

Mohib recently made head-
lines in Pakistan for calling the
country a “brothel”, evoking a

sharp response from ministers in
Islamabad, including from
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi who asked him to "reflect
and correct" his behaviour.

Afghanistan's National
Security Council on its Twitter
account shared a picture of
Mohib and Afghan State
Minister for Peace Sayed Sadat
Naderi meeting Sharif in
London, where he has been liv-
ing since 2019 for medical
treatment.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
underlined the importance

of long-term stability and pros-
perity in Tibet during a meet-
ing with top military officials in
Lhasa, the state media report-
ed on Saturday, a day after he
made a previously unan-
nounced visit to the strategi-
cally important region, includ-
ing to Nyingchi, a town close to
the border with Arunachal
Pradesh.

Xi, also General Secretary
of the ruling Communist Party
of China (CPC) and Chairman
of the Central Military
Commission, met top officials
of the Tibet Military Command
of the People's Liberation
Army, guarding China's border
with India in Arunachal

Pradesh, and also called for
"fully strengthening the work of
training soldiers and war
preparation," the Global Times
reported.

Xi, 68, made his first visit

to Tibet as President from
Wednesday to Friday. But his
important visit was kept under
wraps by China's official media
till the end of the tour on
Friday due to the sensitivities

of the trip. As part of his trip,
he first went to Nyingchi, a
strategically located town close
to the border with Arunachal
Pradesh. On Thursday, Xi went
to Nyingchi Railway Station,
learning about the overall
design of the Sichuan-Tibet
Railway and how the Lhasa-
Nyingchi section has been
operated since June 25.

It was the first time in
recent years, a top Chinese
leader visited the Tibetan bor-
der town. From there he went
to the provincial capital Lhasa
by the recently launched high-
speed train.

He wound up his visit to
the politically sensitive
Himalayan region on Friday by
meeting “representatives of
troops stationed in Tibet”.

“Xi met with representa-

tives of troops stationed in
Tibet, calling for efforts to
strengthen military training
and preparedness in all aspects
and make contributions to the
lasting stability, prosperity and
development of Tibet," the
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.

However, the CPC-run
tabloid Global Times said that
Xi in his meeting with the PLA
representatives “stressed that
the local troops should fully
strengthen the work of training
soldiers and war preparation
and contribute positive
strength to promote the long-
term stability and prosperity of
Tibet".

Xi's first visit to Tibet took
place amidst the current India-
China military tensions in east-
ern Ladakh.

Jerusalem: Amid the raging
controversy over its surveil-
lance software Pegasus, Israeli
cybersecurity company NSO
Group has defended itself by
saying that millions of people
around the world sleep well at
night and walk in the streets
safely due to such technologies
available with intelligence and
law enforcement agencies.

The company also stated
that it does not operate the
technology nor does it have
access to the data collected by
its clients. 

The alleged use of the
Pegasus software to spy on
journalists, human rights
defenders, politicians and oth-
ers in a number of countries,
including India, has triggered
concerns over issues relating to
privacy. Politicians, rights
activists and journalists were
among those targeted with
phone spyware sold to various
governments by the Israeli
firm, according to an interna-
tional media consortium. 

“Millions of people around
the world are sleeping well at
night, and safely walking in the
streets, thanks to Pegasus and
similar technologies which help
intelligence agencies," a
spokesperson for NSO said. PTI
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President Joe Biden led the
kind of campaign rally that

was impossible last year
because of the pandemic,
speaking before nearly 3,000
people in support of a fellow
moderate Democrat whose
race for Virginia governor
could serve as a test of Biden's
own strength and coattails. 

Biden motorcaded across
the Potomac River Friday night

to back Terry McAuliffe, a for-
mer governor looking for a sec-
ond term whose centrist lean-
ings in many ways mirror those
of the president. The race is
seen as an early measure of vot-
ers' judgment on Democratic
control of all branches of the
federal government.

The president stood before
an enthusiastic and largely
unmasked crowd who gathered
around a park pavilion and
playground on a warm July

night. He emphasized that he
shared the same vision as
McAuliffe about the need for
greater public investments in
order to drive economic
growth. But Biden was also
focused on the political stakes.

“You're not gonna find
anyone, I mean anyone, who
knows how to get more done
for Virginia than Terry,” Biden
said. “Off-year election, the
country's looking. This is a big
deal.” 

6���		�
���0��������2���������
����'��
�

�	�
����"������
��?��.�
��
����������	��9����
����
���������
������
��	��&�����

�����������8	���-�����	&�����
��	�
�7��!�����%���
������3����
��
�!	������ %"

�������������	���������		�
�������
�������	����������������

�������
�
�		0
�	��������������	
����	��������	
�
���	�!	��
�
/�* "



�����
�:&���'� 2�(!$�'+ 2�-!�+ 34���3536

New Delhi:The country’s
largest lender State Bank of
India (SBI) on Saturday opened
a branch at President’s Estate.
The branch was inaugurated by
President Ram Nath Kovind
along with First Lady Savita
Kovind, in the presence of
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, SBI said in a state-
ment.The branch will provide
all types of banking services
including safe deposit lockers
to the residents of President’s
Estate, it said.Secretary to the
President K D Tripathi, SBI
Chairman Dinesh Khara and
other senior officials of the
bank were also present at the
inauguration ceremony, it
said.This branch at President’s
Estate is a jewel in the crown
for SBI and will offer a conve-
nient and seamless banking
experience to all the customers,
said Khara. PTI
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The Indian pharmaceutical
Industry is expected to

grow almost by three times to
about 130 billion US dollars by
2030, Chairman of Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories, K Satish Reddy
said on Saturday. “If you see,
currently it’s (pharmaceutical
industry) about 42 billion dol-
lars, half between the domes-
tic sales, half between the
exports. We expect that it will
grow almost by three times in
the coming decade, reaching
almost 120 to 130 billion dol-
lars by 2030. Truly, we believe
that we are poised for a tremen-
dous growth in the coming

decade,” he predicted.
Reddy, Chairman of

Boardof Governors of NIPER-
Hyderabad, was virtually
addressing the 9th
Convocation of the institute.

The government’s encour-
agement (‘Atma Nirbhar
Bharat’ policy), a lot of reforms
in the policy to incentivize the
industry and thrust being given
to innovation, among others,
augur well for the industry, he
said. 

The Indian pharmaceutical
industry worked continuously
during the testing times of
Covid-19 pandemic second
wave to ensure the availability
of life saving medicines.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday

said honest taxpayers deserve
to be recognised for dutifully
paying their due share of taxes
and appreciated the Income
Tax Department for successful
implementation of various
reforms.

In her message to the I-T
Department on the 161st
anniversary of Income Tax
Day, she complimented the
department for continuing to
work towards simplifying its
procedures and processes, and
making its functioning hassle-
free, fair and transparent.

“The minister observed
that the honest taxpayers
deserve to be recognized for the
contribution they are making
to the progress of the nation by
dutifully paying their due share
of taxes... She also lauded tax-

payers for discharging their
compliance obligations despite
the difficulties caused by the
pandemic,” an official state-
ment said.

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
observed that most of the
processes and compliance
requirements have been shift-
ed to online platforms and the
need for taxpayers to physical-
ly visit tax offices has been
eliminated or minimized.

He highlighted the fact
that the interaction with tax-
payers is now characterized by
a spirit of trust and respect,
relying more on voluntary
compliance.

Revenue Secretary Tarun
Bajaj also complimented the
department for having done
well in adapting itself to the
emergent changes in the econ-
omy and having been able to
achieve a healthy growth in tax

collections.
He also appreciated the

initiatives undertaken by the
department to reorient its
approach towards revenue col-
lection, making its functioning
trust-based and taxpayer-cen-
tric.

Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) Chairman J B
Mohapatra lauded the tax
officers for their collective
efforts and effectively fulfill-
ing their twin role as the rev-
enue earning arm of the
nation and provider of tax-
payer services.

Referring to the larger and
far-reaching policy measures
like ‘Honouring the Honest’,
Faceless Regime and adoption
of the Taxpayers’ Charter, he
noted that these initiatives have
made the departmental func-
tioning more transparent,
objective and taxpayer-friend-
ly.
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Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on

Saturday expressed confidence
that India will continue to
attract high foreign direct
investment (FDIs) in the cur-
rent financial year.

He said India has received
highest ever FDI in the Covid-
impacted 2020, in contrast
with a shrinkage in invest-
ment inflows globally.

In 2020-21, FDI into the
country grew by 19 per cent to
USD 59.63 billion. Total FDI,
including equity, re-invested
earnings and capital, rose 10
per cent to USD 81.72 billion
during 2020-21 as against USD
74.39 billion in 2019-20.

“This year, we are very
confident that we will contin-
ue this streak of seven contin-
uous years of historic highs in
our foreign investments,” Goyal
said at the CII-Horasis India
Meeting webinar.

Similarly, he said, India’s
exports too are recording
healthy growth and would
reach USD 400 billion by the
end of the current financial
year.

During July 1-21, export
crossed USD 22 billion and it
is “poised to cross USD 32-33
billion by end of the month
(July), which means our run
rate is on track to achieve
USD 400 billion of exports tar-
get for the first time ever”.

Further, he said that cur-

rently India is in talks with 16
countries including the UK, the
EU, Australia, Canada, and
the UAE for trade agreements.

With some countries,
India is working for early har-
vest agreements which will
allow the country to quickly
identify areas of mutual inter-
est and progress negotiations
faster towards a comprehensive
economic partnership agree-
ment, or FTAs, the minister
said. “We have focused our
efforts on a few very promising
agreements where I can clear-
ly see huge comparative advan-
tages for India to get market
access and the ability to trade
both in goods and services in
a much bigger way. The UK,
EU, Australia, Canada, UAE are
countries with whom we can
very quickly expand our dis-
cussions and engagements,” he
added.

India has inked FTAs with
several countries, including
Japan, South Korea, Singapore,
and ASEAN members.

Under such agreements,
two trading partners signifi-
cantly reduce or eliminate
import/customs duties on the
maximum number of goods
traded between them. 

Talking about vaccination,
he said the government had
permitted the private sector to
procure 25 per cent of Covid-
19 vaccines but 

they are not buying.
“CII should take a

lead and get all of you to
ensure that you take that 25 per
cent vaccines... Some industry
group said we will do one
crore vaccinations...Nobody
has gone to Bihar, North East,
Jharkhand to run campaigns to
remove vaccine hesitancy,” he
said. 
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Oil marketing companies
(OMC) continued to

pause fuel price revision for
seven consecutive days, the
longest period in weeks, as the
global development on oil pro-
duction and rising US inven-
tories softened crude and
product rates.

However, they stopped
short of reducing the retail
price of petrol and diesel as
more time will be required to
study oil price movement
before any downward revi-
sion.

Already, crude has firmed
a bit for last few days and this
could prevent price cut by the
OMCs.

With no change in prices
on Saturday, in the national
capital petrol continues to be
sold for Rs 101.84 per litre,
while diesel remains at the
unchanged price of Rs 89.87 a
litre.

The pump price of fuel has
been static since Sunday. It last
increased on July 17 with
petrol being revised upwards
by 30 paisa per litre, while
diesel prices remained
unchanged. One of the main
reasons for pause in fuel price
rise is an over 10 per cent fall
seen in global oil prices with
benchmark crude sliding to
$69 a barrel from a high of over
$77 barrel just a few weeks ago.
It had again risen to over $74
a barrel on strong demand pro-
jections.
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International air travel should
be opened up for at least fully

vaccinated air passengers, glob-
al airlines’ association IATA
told IANS.As per the associa-
tion, a comprehensive system
should be set in place that
allows hassle free travel for
those inoculated. Moreover,
the system should also ensure
testing and verification of those
passengers who have not been
inoculated but without increas-
ing the already set restrictions.

“Vaccination and testing
have a role to play in the
recovery of international trav-

el. It is not an option to wait for
vaccines to be widely available
before reopening borders. The
global vaccine roll-out is like-
ly to take time,” said Conrad
Clifford, IATA’s Deputy
Director General and Regional
Vice President for Asia Pacific.

“That’s why testing is the
alternative for those who do
not have access to vaccines or
are unable to be vaccinated for
various reasons.”

According to Clifford, it is
not sustainable to maintain a
zero case load approach, espe-
cially with scientists believing
that Covid-19 will end up
becoming endemic.
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India’s key equity indices are
expected to maintain caution

on the back of rising Covid
cases globally as well as the rate
decision of the US Fed during
the upcoming week.

However, expectations of
robust quarterly results along
with hopes for an accelerated
economic recovery will retain
investors’ interest in the mar-
ket.

“US Fed interest rate and
progress in spread of
Coronavirus and its variants
will be watched keenly,” said
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research at HDFC Securities.

“Nifty has formed lower
top lower bottom on weekly
charts compared to the previ-
ous week. Hence 15,962 resis-
tance becomes an important
determinant of the future direc-
tion.”

Besides, Jasani cited that as
long as this level (15,962) is not
breached, markets, sectors and
stocks could undergo rota-
tional profit taking.

Furthermore, the week
ahead will witness the release
of Q1FY22 corporate results
from ICICI Bank, ITC,
Indusind Bank, Axis Bank,
L&T, Tata Motors, Kotak Bank,
Dr Reddys, Maruti Suzuki.
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The Adjusted Gross Revenue
(AGR) related dues payable

by telecom majors, including
Vodafone Idea and Bharti
Airtel, cannot be a subject
matter of any future litigation,
the Supreme Court has said.

A bench headed by Justice
L Nageswara Rao stated this
while dismissing the plea of tel-
cos seeking rectification of
alleged errors in the calculation
of AGR.

The top court said the dis-
pute relating to AGR has been
pending in courts for a very
long period of time and the
dues payable by TSPs (Telecom
Service Providers) cannot be
the subject matter of any future
litigation.

It said there is no room for
any doubt from the perusal of
the earlier judgement dated
September 1, 2020 with respect
to this court entertaining any
application for altering the
AGR dues of the TSPs.

The court said that issues
concerning the ambit of pro-
ceedings under Section 18 of
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, 2016 in relation to spec-
trum, the manner in which
payment has to be made by and
liabilities apportioned between
the TSPs in case of spectrum
sharing and spectrum trading,
“with which we are not con-
cerned in these Applications”,

were also dealt with in its
judgment dated September 1,
2020

The telecom companies
had pleaded before the apex
court that arithmetical “errors”
in the calculation be rectified
and claimed there were cases of
duplication of entries.

“Though these applica-
tions appear to be innocuous at
first blush, the end result of the
relief sought by the applicants
in the guise of correction or
rectification of the defects or
arithmetical errors in the cal-
culation of AGR dues, would be
recalculation which would
amount to the AGR dues, as
specified in the order of this
Court dated July 20, 2020,
being altered. 

“The dispute relating to
AGR dues had remained pend-
ing in courts for a very long
period of time and bearing this
in mind, this Court was at
pains to emphasise, at the cost
of repetition, that the AGR
dues payable by TSPs cannot be
the subject matter of any future
litigation,” the bench also com-
prising justices S A Nazeer and
M R Shah said.

The apex court said the
order dated July 20, 2020 makes
it clear that there is no scope for
any recalculation/re-computa-
tion of AGR dues. 

“Even at the time of pass-
ing of the order dated July 20,
2020, an attempt was made to

seek recalculation and reassess-
ment, as recorded in the order,
which was rejected by this
Court outright,” the bench
said.

The top court in
September last year had given
a time period of 10 years to
telecom service providers
struggling to pay Rs 93,520
crores of AGR-related dues to
clear their outstanding amount
to the government.

During the hearing on the
applications on July 19, the
bench had referred to an ear-
lier order passed by the apex
court in the matter and
observed that it said no re-
assessment of AGR-related
dues can be done.

One of the lawyers repre-
senting a telecom firm had con-
tended that they were not
blaming the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) for
it as there are arithmetical
entries and they want to place
the entries before the depart-
ment so that they can re-con-
sider it.

In its September last year
order, the apex court had said
that telecom operators shall
make the payment of 10 per-
cent of the total dues as
demanded by the DoT by
March 31, 2021 and the rest
amount to be paid in yearly
installments commencing from
April 1, 2021 to March 31,
2031.

�/���	 !����!	#' �"�0�"" 

�1���
�1	"	
 ���"�+�"���.���

&���� �<�"��

The country is in an exciting
phase of growth and the

economy is expected to add
USD 2.5 trillion in the next 5-
10 years, Paytm founder and
CEO Vijay Shekhar Sharma
said on Saturday.

“If this country’s economy
is USD 2.5 trillion today. In
next 5-10 years, you will see
another USD 2.5 trillion. It
took 70 years for us to make it
USD 2.5 trillion ... Now only in
10 years all that history will be
recreated and doubled. 

“It’s an amazing, inspiring
moment for us to be in India
and lucky to be in India,”
Sharma said while speaking at
a 2-day virtual youth conclave
organised by IMC Chambers of
Commerce and Industry. 

He said one should never
hesitate to do what they feel
very strongly about even if it
seems small.

“When somebody makes
you feel that you’re solo.. That’s
just the way you handle the

adversity.
And once you are a success,

all these adversities will become
the folklores, so you should
never feel bad about it,” he
added. 

Meanwhile, Arin Capital
Chairman Mohandas Pai in
another session of the conclave
said, new business models can
come up as the wide distribu-
tion network is no longer the
limiting factor for businesses. 

“So your business models
can come up, you can start a
business and produce some-
thing in India and sell to the
whole world cheaply,” he added.

He said through technolo-
gy the disadvantage and advan-
tage of starting a business in
any country no longer exist. 
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An Olympic medal final-
ly around her neck, star
Indian weightlifter

Mirabai Chanu on Saturday
said she can finally take a
break at home without worry-
ing about training after manag-
ing just five trips to her place
in Manipur in the last five
years.

“I have just been home for
five days in the past five years.
Now I will go with this medal,”
said Chanu, whose family is
based in Nongpok Kakching
village about 20 kilometres
from Imphal.

“I will now go home and
eat food made by my mother,”
she added.

Chanu revealed that after
the Rio Games debacle she
changed her training and tech-
nique completely so that she
could redeem herself in Tokyo.

Competing in her second
Olympics, Chanu claimed the
Silver medal in the 49kg cate-
gory with a total of 202kg
(87kg+115kg). It was India’s
second Olympic medal in the
sport after Karnam Malleswari’s
Bronze that came 21 years ago

at the Sydney Games.
“My dream of winning an

Olympic medal has been ful-
filled today. I tried a lot in Rio,
put in a lot of effort but it was
not my day then. I thought that
day only that I will prove
myself in Tokyo,” Chanu said
during a virtual press confer-
ence.

Considered a strong medal
contender five years ago in Rio
as well, Chanu buckled under
pressure in the women’s 48kg
event and failed to log a legit-
imate lift.

“I learnt a lot from that day
— my training and technique
was changed, we put in a lot of
effort after that.

“I was very sad after Rio,
there was a lot of pressure on
me and I got nervous, I could-
n’t understand anything for
days but then coach sir and the
federation counselled me, told

me that I have a lot of poten-
tial,” she added.

Head coach Vijay Sharma
revealed he was also under a lot
of pressure after the disappoint-
ing outing in Rio.

“There was a lot of pressure
on me after the Rio failure, we
failed in a very important com-
petition and we were expected
to win then also,” Sharma said.

Determined to prove her-
self in the Tokyo Games,
Chanu and Sharma changed
the Manipuri’s training,
employing a more stringent
regimen.

“After that we changed the
training pattern and technique
a lot. The result of which we
saw in the 2017 in world cham-
pionship, then we took the
Gold in the 2018
Commonwealth Games. We
won a medal in the 2019 world
championship. We have been

growing and improving regu-
larly.

“The lesson we learnt was
that we need a lot of determi-
nation and discipline. I worked
with that and Mira partnered
me.

“She hasn’t done anything
but eat, sleep and train in the
last five years. It took us 2.5
years instead of 1.5 for the
Olympic qualification because
of coronavirus. Overall the
result of the journey is that we
are sitting here today with the
medal.”

The Manipuri’s sole focus
for the past five years was on
winning a medal at the
Olympics and that required
several sacrifices including stay-
ing away from her family.

The efforts paid off as
Chanu went on to win the
world championship in 2017
following it with a Gold at the

2018 Commonwealth Games.
At the 2019 Asian champi-

onship she picked up a Bronze
in clean and jerk where medals
are awarded separately for
snatch, clean and jerk, and
total lift.

Ahead of the Tokyo Games,
the Khel Ratna awardee had
created a world record in clean
and jerk at the 2020 Asian
championship earlier this year.

Chanu hoped her exploits
in the international arena and
the Olympics win can inspire
more girls to take up the sport
specially weightlifting.

“There will be change, there
are few girls in weightlifting
right now but I hope many will
be inspired by me and will feel
they can also achieve something
in the sport.” 
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Tokyo: India’s slim hopes for a
table tennis medal in mixed
doubles vanished in no time but
Manika Batra and Sutirtha
Mukherjee made promising
starts to their women’s singles
campaign on Saturday.

The start to India’s table ten-
nis campaign was disappointing
with Sharath Kamal and Manika
losing 0-4 to the third seeds
Lin Yun-Ju and Cheng I-
Ching of Chinese Taipei in
the mixed doubles round
of 16.

However, world
number 62
Manika returned
to beat 94th-
ranked Tin-
Tin Ho of
Britain 4-0 in
her singles
opener while
98th-ranked
S u t i r t h a
made a
s t r o n g
impres-
sion on

her Olympics debut with a come
from behind 4-3 win against
78th-ranked Linda Bergstrom of
Sweden.

Mukherjee play Portugal’s
Fu Yu in the second round
while Manika takes on Ukraine’s
Margaryta Pesotska.

Mukherjee showed remark-
able grit to down her Swedish

opponent after trailing 1-3 in
the best of seven affair. She
won 5-11, 11-9, 11-13, 9-11,
11-3, 11-9, 11-5.

Earlier in the mixed
doubles, Sharath and

Manika had to
make all chances
count against a
superior oppo-
nent from
Chinese Taipei
but they couldn’t
do so after lead-
ing 5-1 and 5-3

in the first two games.
In the end, it was a
comfortable 11-8, 11-
6, 11-5, 11-4 win for
Lin and Cheng.

Tokyo: The Indian men’s dou-
bles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
shocked the world No 3 pair of
Yang Lee and Chi-Lin Wang of
Chinese Taipei in a thrilling
group A match of the bad-
minton competition where
the country experienced dis-
appointment in the singles’
event on Saturday.

Chirag and Satwik, the
current world No 10, notched
up a stunning 21-16, 16-21,
27-25 win over third seeds Lee
and Wang, who had claimed
back-to-back titles at the
Yonex Thailand Open, Toyota
Thailand Open and BWF
World Tour Finals in Thailand
earlier this year.

However, 13th seeded B
Sai Praneeth suffered a demor-
alising 17-21, 15-21 loss to
world number 47 Misha
Zilberman of Israel in a 41-
minute men’s singles group D
match.

Satwik and Chirag, who
have been working under
Danish coach Mathias Boe
for the last few months, dished
out a tactical superior game
and held their nerves in the
final moments to emerge vic-
torious during the one hour
and nine minute contest,
which turned out to be an
edge-of-the-seat thriller.

The Indians had five

match points but the Chinese
Taipei pair, the 2018 World
championship Bronze-medal-
lists, saved all of them before
grabbing one themselves but
Chirag and Satwik were up to
the task and had the last laugh.

Satwik and Chirag will
next play Indonesian world No
1s Marcus Fernaldi Gideon
and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo
on Sunday.
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Tokyo: Sumit Nagal on Saturday
became only the third Indian
tennis player to win a men’s sin-
gles match at the Olympic
Games and the first in 25 years,
when he edged past Denis
Istomin 6-4, 6-7(6), 6-4 in two
hours and 34 minutes on court
10 at the Ariake Tennis Centre.

Zeeshan Ali was the first
Indian to win a singles match at
the 1988 Seoul Games when he
beat Victo Caballero from
Paraguay.

After that, the legendary
Leander Paes won the historic
men’s singles Bronze at the 1996
Atlanta Games, beating Brazil’s

Fernando Meligeni.
No Indian could win a sin-

gles match after Paes’ heroic feat.
“To lose second set from 5-

3 and then comeback in the
third set in a weather like this,
is not easy. Playing for my coun-
try gave me the push,” said
Nagal after the match.

Nagal now faces a herculean
task as he takes on Australian
Open runner-up Medvedev.

“I am very excited for this
match to play the world number
two on a big court. That’s why
we play tennis for, to live for
these moments. I am looking
forward to it,” he said.

Tokyo: Indian boxer Vikas
Krishan (69kg) was out-
punched 0-5 and left with a
bloodied eye by local favourite
Sewonrets Quincy Mensah
Okazawa as he bowed out of
Olympics on Saturday after
fighting with a shoulder injury
in the opening round.

The 29-year-old Vikas sus-
tained a cut below his left eye in
the high-voltage clash.

“During the last sparring
session in Italy (before the team
left for Tokyo), he injured his
shoulder. He got treatment and
we had hoped that he would be

fine, he started without prob-
lem,” India’s High Performance
Director Santiago Nieva said.

“But when he attempted a
jab at Okazawa’s body, he hurt
the shoulder again and could
not use his left hand properly.
He fought with one hand today,”
the Swede added.

Vikas was the only Indian
boxer in action on the day. 

On Sunday, six-time world
champion M C Mary Kom
(51kg) and Commonwealth
Games Silver-medallist Manish
Kaushik will compete in their
opening bouts.

Tokyo: Harmanpreet Singh
scored a brace and veteran goal-
keeper P R Sreejesh stood like a
wall in the closing minutes as the
Indian men’s hockey team over-
came a late surge from New
Zealand to eke out a close 3-2
win in its opening Olympic
Games match on Saturday.

Aside from Harmanpreet
(26th and 33rd minutes),
Rupinder Pal Singh (10th) was
the other goal-getter for the
eight-time former champions,
currently ranked fourth in the
world, in the Pool A match at the
Oi hockey stadium.

For the eighth-ranked New
Zealand, Kane Russell scored
from a penalty corner in the
sixth minute before Stephen
Jenness (43rd minute) reduced
the margin of defeat later in the
match.

India will next play mighty
Australia on Sunday. The
Kookaburras beat hosts Japan 5-
3 in another Pool A tie.

India’s chief coach Graham
Reid was happy to start the cam-
paign on a winning note but said
there are many areas to improve
ahead of Sunday’s tough match.

“Winning three points in a
competition like the Olympic
Games is really important. I
think we had a good second and
third quarter but the first and
fourth we struggled a little bit,”
he said.

“When we watch the video
later today, we will be able to find
out what we need to get better
at and surely there are going to
be things we learn from today

too,” he added.

INDIA WOMEN LOSE 1-5
The Indian women’s hock-

ey team fought valiantly in the
first two quarters before losing
the steam to go down 1-5 against
world No 1 Netherlands in their
opening pool match.

Felice Albers gave
Netherlands the lead in the
sixth minute before the advan-

tage was evened out by India
skipper Rani Rampal in the
10th minute.

The Indians defended
bravely in the first two quarters
to go into the half time locked
at 1-1 but the break seemed to
have broken their momentum as
the Dutch came out all guns
blazing after the change of ends
and pumped in three goals to
nip any chance of an upset in the
bud.

Margot van Geffen (33rd
minute) restored Netherlands’
lead soon after resumption
before the three-time Olympic
champions and reigning Silver
medallist scored two goals in
quick succession through Albers
(43rd) and Frederique Matla
(45th) to take control of the pro-
ceedings.

If that was not enough,
there was more agony in store
for the Indians as Caia
Jacqueline van Maasakker
slammed home from their sixth
penalty corner in the 52nd
minute.

India will play Germany in
their next Pool A match on July
26. 

Tokyo: Indian shooters endured
multiple heartbreaks on the first
day of their competition in the
Tokyo Olympics on Saturday,
with the biggest disappoint-
ment being Saurabh
Chaudhary’s failure to win a
medal after topping the qualifi-
cations.

Chaudhary could not repli-
cate the form he displayed in the
qualifications to finish seventh
in the men’s 10m air pistol final.

His roommate and friend
Abhishek Verma could not
make the eight-man finals, set-
tling for the 17th place with 575
in the event that was considered
one of India’s best bets for a

podium finish.
In the women’s 10m air

rifle event, first-timer Elavenil
Valarivan and Apurvi Chandela,
too, failed to qualify for the
finals, finishing 16th and 36th
respectively, at the Akasa Range.

Following his sensational
entry into the finals, a lot of hope
were pinned on Chaudhary
after a dismal show by the
women. But the script did not
pan out the way the country’s
shooting team would have want-
ed it to. 

The Indian ace shot 137.4
to be eliminated in the seventh
place. Things were different in
the qualifications though, with

Chaudhar shooting 586 to
finish ahead of a world-class
field, thanks to a perfect 100
in the fourth series after back-
to-back 98.

Verma was also in con-
tention to make the cut after
staging an excellent rally, but two
8s in the final series dashed his
hopes.

Earlier in the day, world
number one Elavenil finished
16th in the qualifications after
shooting 626.5 over six series of
10 shots each, while the more
experienced Apurvi, who is also
the finals world record holder in
the event, settled for the 36th
place after aggregating 621.9.
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New Delhi: A historic Silver
medal and a radiant smile
were not the only eye-catch-
ing things about Mirabai
Chanu on Saturday in Tokyo,
her gold earrings shaped like
Olympic rings were as strik-
ing, a gift from her mother
who sold her own jewellery
for them five years ago.

The hope was that the
earrings would bring her
“good luck”. It didn’t happen
in the Rio 2016 Games but
Chanu made the little sacrifice
count in Tokyo on Saturday
morning with a Silver medal
and Saikhom Ongbi Tombi
Leima has struggled to stop
her tears from flowing ever
since.

“I saw the earrings on TV,
I gave them to her in 2016
before the (Rio) Olympics. I
have made it for her from the
gold pieces and savings I have
so that it brings luck and suc-
cess,” Leima said from her
home in Manipur where a
considerable number of rela-
tives, friends and well-wishers
gathered to watch Chanu
script history in Tokyo.

“I was in tears seeing it
and also during the moment
she won the medal. Her father
(Saikhom Kriti Meitei) was
also in tears. Tears of joy. All
her hard work has led to the
success.”

The Chanu household at
Nongpok Kakching village,
around 25km from state cap-
ital Imphal, visitors had been
trickling in since Friday
despite the curfew caused in
part  by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“She had told us she will
win Gold or at least a medal.
So, everybody was waiting for
it to happen. Many of our rel-

atives who lived far came last
evening. They stayed
overnight with us,” Chanu’s
mother said.

“Many came this morning
and the people of the locality
also thronged. So, we have
brought out the television to
the verandah and around 50
people were there to watch
Mirabai in Tokyo. Many sat at
the front courtyard. So, it was
a kind of festival.

The Gold they had
wished for didn’t come but the
Silver was enough to send a
packed courtyard, glued to the
TV, into frenzy as the tense lit-
tle crowd broke into celebra-
tions, unclenching their fists
and clapping frantically.

Chanu was on video call
with her family from the
weightlifting arena in Tokyo
before her event began and
she had sought blessings from
her parents.

“She (Chanu) rarely
comes home (because of
training) and so we have

made a Whastapp group to
communicate with each
other,” said Chanu’s cousin
Aroshini.

“This morning, she had a
video call with all of us and
she bowed down and sought
blessings from her parents.

“She said ‘bless me to
win a Gold medal for the
country’. They gave their
blessings. It was a touching
moment.” 

����&��������
����
��������������
���
������������������������
����
���� ���

N���������
�
B�
�7�������
���������	��������
��
$��������

�
�6
*�
P

��3��
4��/���
�3����������3���������

�������
��3��
4��/���

�������

���������	�
������	���
���������
��	��&���
7�������&���	������
�����
������	��� � �������
���
���������� "!#

“Could not have asked
for a happier start to
@Tokyo2020! India is elated
by @mirabai_chanu's stu-
pendous performance.
Congratulations to her for
winning the Silver medal in
weightlifting. Her success
motivates every Indian.
#Cheer4India #Tokyo2020.”

—PRIME MINISTER
NARENDRA MODI

“Many many
Congratulations to
@mirabai_chanu on winning
India’s first medal at
#Tokyo2020. Such An inspir-
ing performance that will be
remembered for a long time
to come and will inspire
generations. Well done.”

— ABHINAV BINDRA

“Congratulations for a
beautiful opening on medal
tally @mirabai_chanu. This
Second place medal medal is
a morale boost for our Indian
contingent. Thank you for a
spectacular perfor-
mance…… jai hind.”

— BAJRANG PUNIA
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Manpreet & Co start with win, women’s lose

Shillong: Union Minister Amit Shah and
Chief Ministers of all eight North Eastern
states on Saturday gave a standing ovation
to Mirabai Chanu who took home India’s
first Olympic medal in weightlifting at the
ongoing Tokyo Olympics, officials said.

Manipur Chief Minister Biren Singh
broke the news during the meeting which
was chaired by the Union Home Minister
following which everyone in the meeting
gave the standing ovation with pride, they
said. Singh also announced a �1 crore

package besides other perks an Olympian
enjoys besides reserving a special post for
the 26 year old Manipur woman.

All eight CMs of the Northeast are
attending a meeting presided over by Shah
in Meghalaya’s capital Shillong. 
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