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he Pegasus snooping scanT
dal continued to derail the
proceedings of Parliament.
Both Houses on Friday saw slogan-shouting and repeated
adjournments even as the Rajya
Sabha suspended TMC MP
Santanu Sen who on Thursday
snatched a statement read out
by Information Technology
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
and tore it off.
The MP has been suspended for the remaining period of the ongoing Monsoon
Session.
The strong action against
Sen took place after a motion
moved by the Government
was passed by the House soon
after it met for the day.
However, the TMC MP refused
to leave the House and kept sitting despite repeated pleas by
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
and Deputy Chairman
Harivansh. As a result, the
House could not function and
was adjourned repeatedly.
In a tweet, Sen termed his
suspension as “unparliamentary” and said his party’s voice
and its leader’s voice cannot be
stopped.
The Government made its
intentions clear and soon after
the obituary references and
laying of papers, Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs

APYhPBPQWP2WPXa\P]<ET]ZPXPW=PXSdR^]SdRcb_a^RTTSX]Vb^UcWT7^dbT
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V Muraleedharan moved a
motion for Sen’s suspension.
“I move that Dr Santanu
Sen, AITC, be suspended from
the services of the House...for
his unruly behaviour, unbecoming of a member of the
Rajya Sabha, yesterday...”
Muraleedharan said in his
motion. It was passed by a voice
vote and Naidu asked Sen to
leave the House.
However, the TMC members protested and raised objection to the manner in which the
motion was brought without
listing it in the day’s business.
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray (TMC)
said the moving of the motion
was not mentioned in the
revised list of business.

Naidu said he had
approved the motion to maintain the dignity of the House.
Roy’s party colleague Derek
O’Brien claimed a Minister
behaved aggressively after the
House was adjourned on
Thursday.
Sensing the mood of the
House, the Chairman
adjourned it till 12.00 pm after
Sen’s suspension. The agitated
members did not allow the
House to run when the House
met again and despite repeated pleas by Harivansh, Sen did
not go out of the House.
The Deputy Chairman first
adjourned the House till 12.30
pm and then till 2.30 pm as the
TMC protested.

Meanwhile, the Lok Sabha
proceedings were adjourned
for the day following disruptions by Opposition parties
which raised slogans on the
Pegasus snooping row and the
farmers’ issue by gathering in
the Well of the House.
As soon as the House met
for the day at 11 am, some
Opposition members rushed to
the Well but they were prevented from doing so by floor
leaders of their respective parties as Speaker Om Birla wanted to make observations on the
Indian squad participating in
the Tokyo Olympics.
Birla extended best wishes
to the Indian contingent on
behalf of the House. The mega
carnival of sports is from
Friday. Members thumped
benches in support of the
Indian squad.
Soon after Birla had made
his observations, several members from the Congress, the
Trinamool Congress and the
Shiromani Akali Dal gathered
in the Well of the House raising slogans and holding placards. The TMC shouted slogans
demanding details of the
money allegedly spent by the
Government on Pegasus spyware. Congress members had
placards demanding a Supreme
Court monitored judicial probe
into the Pegasus allegations.
Continued on Page 2

mid continuous mudA
slinging against each other
by the BJP and the Congress

over the Pegasus spyware
phone-tapping controversy,
former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Friday sought
a judicial enquiry, claiming he
is not a potential target but
“every single phone of his is
definitely tapped”. The BJP hit
back and dared the Congress
leader to submit his phone for
investigation if he believed it
was tapped.
Addressing the media outside the Parliament complex,
Rahul said, “I get phone calls
from IB [Intelligence Bureau]
people who tap my phone.
They call me up and say beware
we are tapping you. My security people tell me that they
have to debrief what I say to
their seniors.”
Rahul quipped that only
those who are “thieves or corrupt will get scared of Narendra
Modi”.
“Pegasus is classified by the
Israeli State as a weapon and
that weapon is supposed to be
used against terrorists. The
Prime Minister and the Home
Minister have used this weapon
against the Indian State,” he
said.
“They have used it politically, they have used in
Karnataka, they have used to
scuttle probes, they have used
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ricketer-turned-politician
Navjot Singh Sidhu on
C
Friday asserted he is in full
form for playing his new
innings as the Punjab Congress
chief by executing a bat stroke
with the flourish of his arms in
the air before making his way
to the podium — giving a
glimpse of his cricketing days
when he was popularly known
as “sixer Sidhu”.
Sidhu started his new
innings as the Punjab Pradesh
Congress Committee (PPCC)
president in the presence of
Chief
Minister
Capt
Amarinder Singh.
Raking up the issues of
“guru di beadbi” (sacrilege incidents), and deaths due to drugs,
Sidhu maintained that the
Government needs to act
against those who are guilty
and responsible for these, without naming anyone.
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t least 100 people were
A
killed and several others
feared trapped under the debris
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Also raising the issue of
costly power in Punjab, Sidhu
questioned why the State would
buy power at C18, “Why the
truth behind these pacts not
come out...choraan di chori
kyun nahi fadi jaani chahidi,”
hinting at cancelling the contentious power purchase agreements signed by the erstwhile
Badal-led Government.
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A

study conducted by the
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR)
indicates that coronavirus
could be detected up to 10 feet
or 3.048 metres in the air
around an infected individual,
Parliament was told on Friday.
In a written response to a
question in the Lok Sabha,
Science and Technology
Minister Jitendra Singh said the
results of the CSIR study have
been posted on a pre-print
server.
“The study conducted by
the Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research (CSIR)
indicates that the coronavirus
could be detected up to 10 feet
(3.048 metres) distance in the
air around an infected individual. However, with directional air flow, the possibility of
virus riding on aerosols to
long distance cannot be

denied,” Singh said.
As a precautionary measure, wearing mask can help in
significantly reducing the risk
of catching the infection
through air, he cautioned.
He said according to the
ICMR database, there are
1,88,26,913 individuals registered as Covid-19 positive
between December 20 to July
19 2021.
Continued on Page 2

“CM sahib, issues have to
be resolved…,” said Sidhu,
while gesturing towards Capt
Amarinder during his speech.
“The purpose of this PPCC
chief ’s post for me is to resolve
the people’s issues. And if these
are not resolved, it counts for
nothing,” said the Punjab
Congress president.
Continued on Page 2

in landslides and monsoonrelated incidents like house
crashes and incidents of
drowning in Maharashtra on
Friday as heavy rain pounded
many parts of the State for the
fifth consecutive day.
In what is being described
heaviest-ever rain witnessed
in the State during the last four
decades in Maharashtra, a
major landslide at Tali village
in Mahad taluka of Raigad
district in Konkan region
claimed at least 50 lives, while
several others were still feared
trapped under the debris.
“At least 50 bodies have
been recovered from the Taliye-
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Madhiliwadi landslide site.
Several more are feared trapped
under the debris,” senior NCP
leader and former Minister
Sunil Tatkare said, while apprehending the toll may go up.
There were also several
rain-related incidents involving
casualties in coastal Konkan
region, western Maharashtra
and Mumbai.
Continued on Page 2
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it against the Supreme Court,
against all the institutions. The
only word for this is treason.
There is no other word for this
and the Home Minister should
resign,” Rahul said.
Continued on Page 2
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everal political leaders, separatists and journalists from
SKashmir,
including then Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti’s
two relatives, may have been
targeted for telephone snooping between 2017 and 2019.
According to the report
published by The Wire, even
journalists working in Delhi
but belonging to Kashmir were
under surveillance using
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Pegasus spyware.
“Others on the leaked
database include at least two
members
of
People’s
Democratic party (PDP) chief
and former Chief Minister of
J&K Mehbooba Mufti’s family.
Their selection as potential
targets of surveillance happened when Mehbooba was
still Chief Minister of the erstwhile State and in a coalition
with the BJP. In fact, Mufti’s
family members were chosen
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he Karnataka High Court
Pakistani drone fitted with Ton Friday quashed the
A
Improvised Explosive notice issued to Twitter India
device (IED) was shot down by Managing Director Manish
the alert cops of the J&K Police
near Kanachak area of Jammu
late on Thursday. The drone,
which a senior police officer
claimed was assembled with
spare parts from China, Taiwan
and Hong Kong, had penetrated 6-7 km inside the Indian
territory before it was shot
down by the cops.
After the drone attack on
Air Force Station, Jammu, on
June 27, the security of several vital installations was beefed
up and anti-drone technology
was installed to prevent the
similar strike.
Preliminary investigations
of the drone assembly revealed
that the strings used to drop the
payload fitted with the drone
was similar to the one recovered from the site of drone
attack inside the Air Force station, Jammu, on June 27.
Detailed report on P5

Maheshwari by the Uttar
Pradesh Police, seeking his
personal appearance as part of
its probe into a communally
sensitive video uploaded by a
user on Twitter platform.
The single bench of Justice
G Narendar said the notice
under Section 41(A) CrPC
should be treated as Section
under 160 of CrPC, allowing
Ghaziabad police to question
Maheshwari through virtual
mode, at his office or his residential address in Bengaluru.
Maintaining that the provisions of the statute under
Section 41(A) CrPC should not
be permitted to become “tools
of harassment”, Justice
Narendar said Ghaziabad
police did not place any material which would demonstrate
even the prima facie involvement of the petitioner.
Continued on Page 2

for potential surveillance just
months before the Government
collapsed as the BJP pulled out
of the coalition in June 2018,”
The Wire reported on Friday.
However, Mehbooba said
that surveillance, as a concept,
for Kashmiris is not new.
“People are used to having
their thoughts, ideas not only
intercepted but even being
punished for them,” the former
J&K CM said.
Continued on Page 2
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he Olympics like no other
opened here on Friday sans
T
the customary razzmatazz, the
toned-down ceremony showcasing Japan’s grandeur, rich
culture and heritage while
reflecting the sombre mood of
a world ravaged by an unrelenting pandemic.
Japanese
emperor
Naruhito declared the Games
open, a month after voicing
concerns over the possible
spread of coronavirus during
the Olympics, becoming the
third member from his family
to do the honours.
It was ironical that the
locals milling around the
majestic National Stadium were
not allowed entry due to the
ban on crowds, even as visitors,
including athletes and dignitaries, from across the world
participated in the opening
ceremony of the Games projected to cost USD 28 billion.
Fewer athletes across contingents took part, some to stay

2Wd]V]TXYP]V<Tah:^\7\P]VcTP]S<P]_aTTcBX]VW^U8]SXPRPaahCaXR^[^da
SdaX]VcWT^_T]X]VRTaT\^]hX]cWT>[h\_XRBcPSXd\PccWT!!Bd\\Ta
>[h\_XRb^]5aXSPh
0?

=P^\X>bPZP[XVWcbcWT>[h\_XRU[P\TSdaX]VcWT^_T]X]VRTaT\^]hX]cWT>[h\_XRBcPSXd\5aXSPh

focussed on their events on
Saturday, a lot others out of the
fear of catching the infection
that has already found its way

into the Games village.
Around 950 VIPs and
world leaders were in attendance inside the arena that has

0?

a capacity of 68,000. Despite the
ban on crowd, the stadium was
occupied by over 10,000 individuals performing different

roles.
International Olympic
Committee (IOC) president
Thomas Bach, without whose
steely resolve and stubbornness
the Tokyo Games wouldn’t
have seen the light of the day,
acknowledged that it will be
different from the ones in the
past.

“Today, the Olympic athletes are sending a resounding
message of hope to our fragile
world. The Opening Ceremony
will highlight this Olympic
message of resilience, solidarity and unity of all humankind
in overcoming the pandemic,”
Bach said in his address.
Continued on Page 2
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Lucknow: Calling the BJP an "anti-people" party
who is running the Government with "hatred",
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav on
Friday said the Assembly polls next year will be
the "last opportunity" to save democracy.
"To achieve the target of securing 350 seats
in UP, we will have to work day and night," the
former chief minister said addressing party
workers here.
He asked the party workers to be beware of
BJP's "tricks".
The BJP has wasted more than four years.
The BJP is running the Government with anger
and hatred. It will show many colours till the
Assembly elections. This will be the last opportunity to save democracy," he said.
Yadav further called the BJP Government
at the Centre and in the state as "anti-people"
and said through its new farm laws, it wants to
benefit capitalists.
"With these black farm laws, the ownership
of the land will be taken out of the hands of

farmers," he alleged, adding that farmers are not
getting the minimum support price for their
crop.
"There is no possibility of doubling the
income of farmers even remotely," he added.
He also said under the BJP regime, the
wealth of capitalists has increased manifold and
attacked the ruling party over unemployment.
Crores of people have suffered due to their
"faulty policies", he added.
PTI
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riday’s massive landslide at
Talai in Raigad district in
F
coastal Konkan region, which
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has already claimed 50 lives,
brought back the worst-ever
landslide that took place at
Malin in Pune district in July
2014, in which 151 people were
killed.
As per the preliminary
reports reaching the state headquarters, a 50 to 60 metres portion of a hillock gave way and
slid onto three dozen homes
below at Talai village in Mahad
taluka of rain-ravaged Raigad
district in coastal Konkan
region, trapping more than 200
people under the debris.
Senior state NCP leader
and MP Sunil Tatkar from
Raigad district, who has been
camping at the mishap site
since the morning, said that
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he popular picturesque hill station of Mahabaleshwar in Satara
district of western Maharashtra has received more than a
T
record 1,500 mm rainfall in the last three days.
Incidentally, Mahabaleshwar received 594.4 mm rainfall during 24-hour period between Wednesday and Thursday, making
it the wettest-ever July day and second ever wettest day since 1970.
Mahabaleshwar recorded 802 mm within 33 hours, by 5.30 pm
on Thursday.
Nestled in the mountainous Sahyadri range of the Western
Ghats, Mahabaleshwar was developed as a hill station during the
British Raj and it was made the summer capital of Bombay
Presidency in the mid 1800s.
Mahabaleshwar has been receiving heavy rainfall over the
last week.n On July 22-23 , in 24 hours ending 0830 hrs,
Mahabaleshwar recorded 594.4 mm rainfall.
On July 20-21, this hill station recorded 482 mm rainfall, while
on 21-22 July, the figure was 461 mm of rainfall.
In three days, this hill station has received 1,534.4 mm rainfall, breaking the previous records.
Many places near Verna lake located in the heart of the town
have remained inundated for the past few days. “But now the
rains are receding,” KS Hosalikar of the Pune-based Climate
Research & Services said.
In fact, Mahabaleshwar is the origin of five rivers including
Krishna - the fourth-biggest river of India that flows through several parts of Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh - covering 1,400 kms - and empties into Bay of Bengal.
The other rivers are Koyna, Venna, Savitri and Gayatri.
Known as Cherrapunji, Mahabaleshwar -- located about 120
km southwest of Pune and 285 km from Mumbai -- has been
receiving very high rainfall over the past few years, the downpour often crossing 250 to 300 mm in 24 hours. It is a vast plateau
measuring 150 kilometers, bound by valleys on all sides.

his privacy but an attack on the people
whose voices he raises.
He claimed the Government used the
spyware against the Supreme Court as well
as the former Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) Director (Alok Verma)
when a case was about to be registered in
the Rafale deal.
“I have said very clearly that there has
been gross theft in Rafale. For whatever reason, none of you people supported me. But
truth has a way of coming out. There is an
inquiry in France and the Prime Minister
himself is responsible for corruption in
Rafale,” he said.
“The real question is why on the last
minute when the CBI Director was about
to file an FIR, why was his phone tapped
and why was he blackmailed? And who did
it? That’s the real question,” said Rahul
Gandhi.
Meanwhile, BJP’s National spokesperson and former I & B Minister
Rajyavardhan Rathore told newspersons
that Rahul should submit his phone to
probe agency, and investigation will take
place as per the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
The Congress cannot accept the country’s development and has been stalling
Parliament’s functioning often on one pretext or another, he alleged.
Rathore said the Congress was determined to stall Parliament for one reason or
another after being rejected twice by people in Lok Sabha polls of 2014 and 2019..

was issued by malafide, the writ
petition (filed by Maheshwari
seeking quashing) is maintainable.
Accordingly, the notice
under section Annexure A
notice shall be read as Section
160 of the CrPC,” the court said.
“The action of the respondent
(Ghaziabad police) trying to
invoke Section 41(A) of the
CrPC gives no doubt in the mind
of court that the same has been
resorted to as an arm-twisting
method as the petitioner refused
to heed to the notice under
Section 160 of the CrPC,” the
court observed.
Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)
police had issued a notice under
Section 41-A of the CrPC on
June 21 asking him to report at
the Loni Border police station at
10.30 am on June 24.
Maheshwari then moved the
Karnataka High Court as he lives
in Bengaluru in Karnataka.
On June 24, the High Court,
in an interim order, restrained
Ghaziabad police from initiating
any coercive action against him.
Justice Narendar had also
maintained that if police wanted to examine him, they could
do so through virtual mode.

nel.”
He added, “Today is a moment of
hope. Yes, it is very different from what
all of us had imagined. But let us cherish this moment because finally we are
all here together.”
Even as the opening ceremony
took place, protestors gathered outside
the stadium and made their voices heard
after blocking one of the city’s busiest
roads, forcing the police to act.
Although there were no spectators
inside the Olympic Stadium, there were
fireworks and music, from famous
Japanese video games, to which each of
the competing nations walked in, led by
Greece, home of the Ancient Olympic
Games, with host nation Japan entering
the stadium last.
A total of 19 Indian athletes, including flag-bearers iconic boxer MC Mary
Kom and men’s hockey team captain
Manpreet Singh, besides six officials,
participated in the ceremony. The
country has a 228-strong delegation in
Tokyo, including over 120 athletes.
Deviating from the norm, Vanuatu
and Tonga’s male flagbearers created
quite a flutter after they walked in shirtless and bodies smeared with oil.
‘United by Emotion’ was the theme of
the evening which opened with a
countdown video dating back to the
time when Tokyo won the bid to host
the Games in 2013 before persevering
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At the same time, Sidhu made an attempt to
bypass his run-ins with the Chief Minister by
making it clear that his focus areas are the farmers protesting in Delhi, the problems of doctors
and nurses and teachers, drivers and conductors,
who were protesting on roads.
At the same time, he declared that he has no
ego issues and will take everyone along and work
shoulder-to-shoulder. “The Congress party is united today, contrary to what our Opposition is saying,” he said, in the presence of former PPCC presidents, including his predecessor Sunil Jakhar,
Cabinet Ministers, party MPs and MLAs among
other senior leadership.
Declaring that he got “thick-skinned” and
cares for nothing more than Punjab’s well-being,
Sidhu maintained that those opposing him were
only helping him to be better while those supporting him, are his suraksha kavach (security
cover).He named Cabinet Minister Sukhbinder
Singh Sarkaria, Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa —
who were once considered to be Capt Amarinder’s
loyalists, and also “Bibi” Rajinder Kaur Bhattal —
former Chief Minister — among those supporting him.
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From Page 1
They also showed their cell
phones to the Speaker. Harsimrat
Kaur Badal (SAD) was holding
a placard demanding rollback of
the three farm laws.
Slogans included “jasoosi
karna band karo” (Stop indulging
in spying). As disruptions continued, the Speaker adjourned
the House till 12 noon at 11.20
am.
As the House reassembled at
12 noon, Kirit Solanki, who was
in the Chair, asked protesting
members to take their respective
seats. During the brief period for
which the House functioned,
resolutions were passed to
appoint and elect new members
in various parliamentary panels
as some of the members have
become ministers in the recent
reshuffle of the Union Council of
Ministers.
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Casualties were reported
from places like 15 in Poladpur
in Raigad district (15), at Khed
in Ratnagiri district (11), at
Mirgaon in Satara district (12)
and Mumbai (4). There were
also unconfirmed incidents
from other places in the State.
As the State reeled under
one of the worst-ever flood situations, the Indian Army, Navy,
Air Force, Coast Guard, NDRF
and Maharashtra government
agencies launched extensive
rescue and relief operations in
the coastal Konkan region and
western Maharashtra.
All through Friday, helicopters of different agencies
hovered in the skies of the
coastal Konkan region looking
for marooned people, while
rescuers swam in water to reach
out to the stranded people.
Hundreds of stranded people
were rescued by the relief agencies using helicopters and other
means, while as many as 22 people trapped in a bus in Raigad
were rescued in the afternoon.
In all, 14 NDRF teams, two
each of the Army, Indian Navy
and Coast Guard are involved in
rescue and relief operations in

more than 50 bodies had been
recovered from under the
debris, while more people were
feared trapped under the debris.
Like in the case of Malin
landslide – which took place
amid torrential rains, the immediate cause of the Talai landslide
is being attributed to a low pressure trough which had developed over the Arabian Sea that
caused continuous heavy rainfall for more than 24 hours
before the actual event.
Another reason being
attributed to the Talai landslide
is the deforestation along with
faulty agricultural practices
might have destablised the slope
and the rainwater infiltrated to
a crucial depth where the top
soil layer moved under the
influence of gravity. It may be
recalled that a more severe
landslide had rocked Malin village in Pune district on July 30,

2014, killing as many as 151
people.
As many as 189 people
were in the Malin Gaotan, the
central portion of the village
where the landslide occurred on
the morning of July 30 2014. Of
the 189 people, 151 were killed
in the landslide, while 38 survived the disaster. Of the total
persons dead, eight had come to
the village as guests
The landslide, which
occurred at around 6 am on July
30, had crushed as many as 66
properties, including 47 households, in Malin village. Malin,
which forms a part of the
Bhimashankar Hills, is located
on the hilly terrain of Western
Ghats. It has incidentally been
identified as one of the eco-sensitive villages by a High Level
Working Group (HLWG) headed
by
Dr
K
Kasturirangan.

through a year of postponement due to
the pandemic.
It was followed by a 20-second indigo and white fireworks display, highlighting the colours of the Tokyo 2020
emblem and shaped like a fan, which is
an auspicious symbol in Japanese culture.
Japanese emperor Naruhito walked
in with International Olympic
Committee head Thomas Bach.
Olympic rings made from the wood of
trees planted from seeds brought to the
country the last time it hosted the
Olympics in 1964 were formed before
the traditional Parade of Nations.
Unlike previous Games held in
Japan, where participating nations
marched into the stadium in the English
order of their names, Tokyo 2020 followed Japan’s writing system.
After the Olympic oath was taken
by athletes, officials and coaches, and the
Games were officially declared open, a
spectacular artistic display greeted the
viewers as the flame entered the city’s
Olympic Stadium and the lighting of the
cauldron took place.
Tennis star Naomi Osaka lit the
cauldron on the main stage, atop an
octagonal mountain inspired by Mount
Fuji. The sphere opened like a flower to
embody vitality and hope, a visual representation of the start of the Tokyo
Games.
One of the best moments was
when a staggering 1824 drones lit up the
sky above the Olympic Stadium to form
the Tokyo 2020 emblem in a spectacular show.

Then there was a rendition of
timeless classic ‘Imagine’ as the Suginami
Junior Chorus performed John Lennon’s
masterpiece, and joining them were
renowned musicians from the five continents, including American singersongwriter John Legend, Spanish singercum-composer Alejandro Sanz,
Angelique Kidjo, and Keith Urban.
The Beatles’ founder Lennon and
his Japanese wife Yoko Ono, an awardwinning multimedia artist, co-wrote the
critically acclaimed song that became a
rage in the 1970s after it was recorded
in their Berkshire home in 1971.
The two big screens inside the stadium outlined the Covid-19 countermeasures which have been implemented to ensure the Games go ahead without any hiccups.
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga message ahead of the Games was:
“By hosting a safe and secure Tokyo
2020 Games, we hope to show the world
that through sport, people can rediscover their connection with the planet
and share their hopes and dreams with
one another.”There was a lot of focus on
unity in diversity, peace and solidarity
during the ceremony, with the message
‘you may be apart, but not alone’, to the
athletes who have for long trained in isolation because of the fear of contracting
the Covid virus.
The Japanese flag was carried out by
eight children, four eminent athletes of
the country, a person with an impairment and health care professionals in
recognition of their relentless service
during the pandemic.
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Bukhari’s brother Tariq Bukhari also
makes an appearance in the list and was
of considerable interest to the agency
which added his name between 2017
and 2019. In addition, at least four members of Kashmir’s most influential separatist leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s
family - including his son-in-law, journalist Iftikhar Gilani and his son, scientist Syed Naseem Geelani - were of
consistent interest to the Indian client
of the NSO group between 2017 and
2019. Waqar Bhatti, a prominent human
rights activist from the Valley, was also
potentially a target of surveillance.
“The Pegasus Project data also shows
that at least five Kashmiri journalists including Muzamil Jaleel of the Indian
Express, Aurangzeb Naqshbandi with
Hindustan Times at the time, Iftikhar
Geelani formerly with DNA and Sumir
Kaul of PTI - were also targeted in the
cyber surveillance programme.
The name of the fifth journalist is
being withheld at their request. Shabir
Hussain, a Delhi-based political commentator from Kashmir, is also in the
list,” said the report.

From Page 1
The Wire was able to conduct
forensic analysis on the phones of two
separatist leaders Bilal Lone and the late
SAR Geelani, who worked as a lecturer in Delhi University and died in 2018,”
said the report.Lone’s phone data was
examined by Amnesty International’s
Security Lab. Even though this phone
set was not the same as the one he used
at the time his phone was potentially targeted as per the leaked database, forensic analysis revealed signs of Pegasus targeting. “The signs appear in 2019, and
are likely the outcome of a process initiated by an India-based client of the
NSO Group,” said the report published
by The Wire portal. Geelani’s phone
showed clear signs of Pegasus spyware
activity between February 2018 and
January 2019, forensic analysis showed.
The days and months in which the
infection was detected on his phone
match with his appearance in the
leaked data, the report added.
J&K Apni Party president Altaf

various affected areas of the
State. As many as 59 boats
were pressed into service to rescue marooned people in various
flooded areas of the State.
Meanwhile, after taking
stock of the situation in the rainravaged areas in the State,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray announced
a compensation of Rs 500,000
for the next of kin of each
deceased and free treatment for
all the injured in these
disasters.
The Chief Minister said
the situation that prevailed in
Raigad, Ratnagiri, Palghar,
Thane, Sindhudurg, Satara,
Kolhapur and Sangli was of varied nature. “The overall situation in the state is grim,” he said.
The Chief Minister urged
the people in the districts and
Sangli and Kolhapur to be extra
vigilant as the discharge from
the Koyna Dam discharge has
also started. “We have given
orders to the local authorities to
evacuate all the flood victims,
ensure accommodation in temporary camps with food, water,
medicines and other requirements,” he said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah spoke to the Chief

Minister and Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar and offered
full help for the flood victims,
while Shah met Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh to coordinate rescue efforts through the
armed forces for the State.
Traffic between Mumbai
and Goa - both by way of road
and rail -- virtually came to a
standstill for the second day on
Friday, as the passengers
remained stranded at various
places between the two places.
While the Mumbai-Goa
Highway has been closed for
traffic due to severe flooding,
the Konkan and Central
Railways cancelled at least 30
trains 30 trains, diverted a
dozen trains and short-terminated eight trains due to heavy
rain.
While the boulder slide
that took place at Tali village in
Raigad district was the worst
rain-related mishap, the neighbouring Ratnagiri district continued to reel under intense
flooding. At Chiplun town
where many areas remained
submerged under water, at least
11 Covid-19 patients died at
Kamathe Hospital at Chiplun, as
they could not be treated on
time owing to the flood situation in the town.
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Replying to another question on Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics
Consortium
(INSACOG) — a consortium
of 28 genome sequencing laboratories of the Department of
Biotechnology
(DBT),
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MoHF&W), CSIR, Ministry of
Education, Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and
State Governments — he said
the overall aim of the consortium is to monitor the genomic variations in coronavirus in
India.
“Since the inception of
INSACOG till now the
INSACOG has sequenced
57,476 SARS-CoV-2 genomes.
Out of these, 44,334 samples
have been analysed and
assigned Pangolin lineage classification and submitted to the
National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) for public
health correlation,” he said.
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he Delhi Government will
provide an ex-gratia of C1
crore as compensation each to
families of two Delhi Police,
three Indian Air Force (IAF)
and one Civil Defence personnel. The Delhi Cabinet
approved the file in this regard
on Friday.
The ex-gratia payment to
the kin of the personnel who
were killed in action has been
termed as ‘Samman Rashi’ that
the revenue department proposed and Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal approved.
“Delhi people who lost
their lives in the line of duty
cannot be compensated, but the
family will get some help from
the amount given by the
Government to honour their
sacrifice.
The
Delhi
Government stands with the

families of all paramilitary,
Army, police and Civil Defence
personnel who are residents of
Delhi,” Kejriwal said.
This amount will be given
to the families of Sanket
Kaushik (ACP-Delhi Police),
Vikas Kumar (Ct., (Exe), Delhi
Police), Parvesh Kumar (Civil
Defence), Rajesh Kumar (NC
(E) Air Force), Sunit Mohanty
(Lieutenant, IAF), Meet Kumar
(Squadron Leader, IAF).
Kaushik, a native of Shastri
Nagar, Ajmer in Rajasthan,
was working as ACP in Delhi
Police. He died on the line of
duty when a mini truck coming at a high speed from
Gurugram hit him. He was
admitted to AIIMS but died
later.
Kumar, a resident of VPO
Khaira, South West Delhi, was
working in Civil Defense. In
the wee hours of September 19,

2020, he along with his team
was checking vehicles near the
Mangolpuri flyover. Suddenly
a truck came at a high speed
and ran away after hitting
them. He was admitted to the
hospital in a critical condition,
where he died in the afternoon
during treatment.
Kumar, was a resident of
Safdarjung Enclave in SouthWest Delhi, serving in the IAF
and Sunit Mohanty, a resident
of Dwarka Sector-7, SouthWest Delhi, was serving as a
Lieutenant in the IAF. Mohanty
was commissioned on June 3,
2019 to fly an AN-32 KA 2752
aircraft to undertake an air
maintenance mission for the
Mehkuka Airfield in Arunachal
Pradesh.
When the AN-32 KA 2752
aircraft took off from Jorhat airport on June 3, 2019, he and
Kumar were in it. The plane
went missing after about half
an hour. Later on, June 12, the
aircraft’s wreckage was found
en route to Menchuka in Pari
Hills, Siang, Arunachal
Pradesh. All the people in the
plane lost their lives in this accident.
Kumar, resident of Ashok
Vihar, Phase-I was serving as a
Squadron Leader in the IAF.
His MiG-21 aircraft crashed
during an operational flight on
July 18, 2018 at Kangra Hills
and he died in action.
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he Delhi Government has
released C293 crore in
T
advance to the North Delhi
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group of farmers continued their 'Kisan Sansad
(farmers' parliament)’ for the
second day on Friday, amid
heavy deployment of police, the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and the Rapid Action
Force (RAF) at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar.
The farmers on Friday
organised three session of the
'Kisan Sansad' with six people
as speakers and deputy speakers, including Hardev Singh
Harshi, Jagtar Singh Bajwa, V
Venkataramaiah, Jangvir Singh
Chauhan, Mukesh Chandra
and Harpal Singh Bilari.
“The Kisan Sansad passed
a unanimous resolution at the
end of the two-day debate on

the APMC Bypass Act. The resolution takes into account the
adverse experience of the operation of the APMC Bypass Act
from June 2020 to January
2021 before the Supreme Court
suspended the implementation,” said the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM), an umbrella
body of farmer unions spearheading the protest against the
three farm laws.
“The resolution stated that
farmers need a much higher
number of operating mandis
and not fewer mandis.The resolution called for a repeal of the
central Act immediately referring to the undermining of the
Constitution and democratic
functioning that the legislation
was based on. The resolution
also asked State Governments

to bring in improvements in
their mandi systems that protect farmer interests,” said the
SKM.
A group of 200 farmers
reached Jantar Mantar in central Delhi on Thursday to
protest against the Centre's
three contentious farm laws as
the Monsoon Session of
Parliament was underway.
Around 5,000 police personnel were deployed in the
New Delhi district and four
companies of paramilitary
forces were deployed in and
around Jantar Mantar on
Thursday.
A water cannon and metaldetector gates have been
deployed at the site. Two
tankers carrying drinking water
have also been stationed there.

Municipal Corporation (NMC)
to disburse the salaries of
employees of the civic body,
Urban Development Minister
Satyendra Jain said on Friday.
“This amount was released
on Thursday considering the
problem the North MCD was
facing in paying salaries to its
employees.
Now, we hope that the
civic body will release the
salaries as soon as possible. We
have given them an advance for
the next installment,” he said.
However, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor termed Jain’s remarks
as misleading saying that the
Delhi Government has not
released any specific advance
amount for salary payment to
NMC employees.
“The case related to issuing
funds to the corporation is
under hearing in Delhi High
Court and the C293 crore
released today are part of ‘Basic
Tax Assignment’ fund for the
current quarter,” he said.
Kapoor further said that
the Delhi Government had to
release a second installment of
funds to the NMC for 2021-22
on July 1, that was not released
on time following which the

matter was raised in Delhi
High Court.
“The court on July 8
obser ved that the Delhi
Government should release at
least C293 crore out of the second installment of funds under
BTA,” he said.
“Jain has tried to mislead
by claiming that C293 crore has
been paid in advance. Factually
the funds are just a part of total
funds and have been released
after 22 days delay under the
court order,” he added.
Replying to a question on
the alleged attack on Delhi BJP
president Adesh Gupta’s house,
Jain said “It is being rumored
that people from the Aam
Aadmi Party attacked his
house. However, it is important
to know whether this attack has
actually even taken place or
not.”
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Municipal
Corporation
(SDMC) has decided to open
its offices on every Saturday
and Sunday this month.
Chairman of Standing
Committee in SDMC Colonel
B K Oberoi said that since
rebate of 15 per cent can be
availed till July 31, 2021, all the
zonal offices including headquarters of the property tax
department will remain open
for the taxpayers during this
period.
Oberoi appealed to people
to file their ‘property tax
returns’ (PTR) before July 31
to avail the benefit of rebate. He
said that an additional three
percent rebate is also being
given to the taxpayers of resi-

dential properties who have
completed both the doses of
vaccine for Covid-19.
The chairman further said
that this time the SDMC has
been accepting the online system of PTR only.
To assist the property taxpayers, property tax camps
are being organised with the
help of ‘Common Service
Centre’ (CSC) in all four zones,
he said, adding that the online
facility to file PTR is available
at 1,441 CSCs in the SDMC
area.
A senior SDMC official
said that the assessment and
collection department of
SDMC has received a total of C
420 Crore of property tax till
date from 2.60 lakh properties
during the current financial
year while C943 Crore collected from 4.11 lakh properties in
the last financial year.
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n order to facilitate taxpayers
in filing their property tax
Ireturns
on time, South Delhi
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ollowing compliance with
the instruction given by the
F
Haryana home and urban local
bodies minister Anil Vij during
his surprise visit to the
Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram (MCG) office in
Gurugram on Thursday suspended two assistant engineers. He also relieved one
executive engineer who was on
his extension period over irregularities charges and file a case
against some officials over
fraud charges. The MCG has
taken prompt action on the
orders given by the minister
and suspend the concerned
officials and also recommend
FIR against seven officials over
alleged involvement in fraud
committed by them.
In connection with the
matter, a case under the relevant
section of the IPC was registered on the complaint filed by
the Chief Engineer of the MCG,
Thakur Lal Sharma against
these officials under relevant
sections of the IPC at Sadar
Police Station in G Following a
prompt action, Dharamveer
Malik, the executive engineer
has been released from his services as he was on extension.
Assistant Engineers Rakesh
Sharma and Kuldeep Yadav
who was not present at the time
of the minister visit have been
suspended with immediate
effect and they will report their
headquarters in Panchkula.

Gurugram:The
Chief
Minister’s flying squad have
arrested a 28-year-old man for
allegedly creating fake Aadhaar,
PAN and voter cards from
Village Nathupur of Gurugram,
the police said on Friday.
The accused is Manoj
Kumar Prabhakar, a native of
Supaul, Bihar. According to the
CM flying squad salutes, they
received credible information
about a man creating fake
PAN, Aadhaar and voter cards
to make money illegally.
Following this the team led
by Inderjeet Singh Yadav DSP,
CM flying squad conduct a
raid at a shop named 'Bharti and
Bharti Communication at
Nathupur village on Thursday
and nabbed the accused and
found the bogus documents
from his possession.Police
seized one CPU, colour printer,
monitor, 2 fake voter ID cards
and C5,000. “The accused used
to ask his customers only for
their name and photograph to
issue the election, voter, and
aadhar card and charge around
C500/600 for this. The accused
had failed to produce any legal
documents related to his work,"
Yadav said. "The accused had a
customised software designed to
create the fake electoral, aadhar
and voter cards by keying in the
required information. Where he
used to make fake documents
cards for people. Around twothree months ago, he started
making fake documents for
people who did not have any
documents," Yadav added.

s many as 58 Coronavirus
cases of Covid-19 were
reported in the national Capital
on Friday while one more
patient succumbed to the disease, according to a health bulletin issued by the Delhi
Government.The health bulletin also stated that the positivity rate stands at 0.09 per cent
while 69 patients recovered
from the infection in the past 24
hours. Out of 12,587 available
beds in hospitals, 339 are occupied as on Friday while the rest
are vacant, as per the bulletin.
“At least 67817 tests, including
4
3
,
2
1
6
RTPCR/CBNAAT/TrueNat
tests, were conducted in the last
24 hours,” it said.The total
number of fatalities stands at
25041, while the cumulative
case tally has reached 1435778,”
it said. It further said that at
least 1410164 people have either
been discharged, have recovered or migrated out. The case
fatality rate stands at 1.74 per
cent, according to the bulletin.
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36 year-old businessman
and his friend were killed
by three persons over a monetary dispute inside a factory in
northwest Delhi’s Wazirpur
industrial area.
Police said that the businessman’s 35 year-old friend's
body was recovered from a
Toyota Fortuner car in north
Delhi's Timarpur area.
The deceased have been
identified as Surender Gupta,
who runs a chemical Godown
in Bawana, and his friend Amit
Goel, both residents of Rohini
area. Police said that they have
arrested the trio accused.
According to a senior
police official, on Thursday, the
body of Goel in a Fortuner car
was found in the area of
Timarpur, while the body of
Gupta was found in a factory
unit of the accused at Wazirpur

Industrial Area, Ashok Vihar.
“Gupta was the relative of
one Sandeep Jain, who runs a
factory of utensils in the
Wazirpur Industrial area. Jain
had borrowed C20 lakh from
Gupta, who was asking him to
return the money. Jain said he
did not have money, following
which Gupta threatened him of
dire consequences,” said the
senior police official.
“Jain made a plan and
killed the deceased persons
along with his workers. The
accused used a sickle to kill the
victims. The accused have been
identified as Sandeep Jain (36),
a resident of Rohini, and his
workers Sunil (27) and Sanjay
(28),” said police.
“Police have also recovered
one blood-stained sickle recovered at the instance of the
accused,” police said, adding
that further investigation is
underway.
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o cheer up the athletes participating in Tokyo
T
Olympics, the Delhi Metro
authorities have set up a number of selfie points at its prominent stations including at Rajiv
Chowk and JLN Stadium.
"Pledging support to
Indian athletes at the Tokyo
Olympics, DMRC has installed

selfie points at several prominent stations. Many enthusiastic patrons joined the entire
nation in cheering for our athletes. #Cheer4India," the
DMRC tweeted.
The DMRC also shared
pictures of a few commuters
taking photos at some of the
selfie-points. The stations
where selfie-points have been
installed are – Rajiv Chowk,

Barakhamba Road, Central
Secretariat, Kashmere Gate,
Mandi House, Kirti Nagar,
Inderlok, Anand Vihar, JLN
Stadium and IGI Airport, a
senior DMRC official said.
A senior DMRC official
said that all interchange facilities shall be covered broadly
and the selfie points may also
be shifted to different stations
as the games progress.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday wished his
Japanese counterpart Yoshihide
Suga ahead of the Olympics
opening ceremony and said "we
look forward to a season of
incredible performances by the
world's best sportspersons".
The Olympics, postponed
by a year in view of the Covid19 pandemic, are set to open in
Tokyo on Friday. India is being
represented by its largest ever
contingent of127 athletes at the
Tokyo Games, which also
includes the highest female
representation of 56 sportspersons.
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aking a serious note of
high air fares, especially
T
during the festive season, a

fighting rages in
AsAfghanistan
with the
Taliban controlling many parts
of the country, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Friday
held parleys with top
Afghanistan peace negotiator
Abdullah Abdullah. They discussed the overall situation
there.
Abdullah, the chairman of
the powerful High Council for
National Reconciliation, has
been playing a key role in
negotiating with all the stakeholders to bring lasting peace
and stability in Afghanistan.
It is learnt that the influential Afghan leader is in India
on a private visit.
"Always good to meet
Chairman
HCNR
@DrabdullahCE. Appreciate
his sentiments and support for
our relationship.Value his
insights on the region,"
Jaishankar tweeted.
Incidentally, Jaishankar
some days ago in a conclave of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation(SCO)suggested
a three-point way forward to
restore peace in the strife-torn
country.
Afghanistan has been wit-

nessing a series of terror
attacks since the US began
withdrawing its troops on
May 1. The US has already
pulled back the majority of its
forces and is looking to complete the drawdown by August
31, ending nearly two-decade
of its military presence in the
country.
With the situation deteriorating in Afghanistan in the
last few weeks, India has been
in touch with leading international players as well as the
Afghan government on the
overall developments in that
country.
A day ahead of JaishankarAbdullah meeting, External

affairs ministry spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi on Thursday
said India supports the government and the people of
Afghanistan in realising their
aspirations for a peaceful,
democratic and prosperous
future that protects the interest
of all sections.
India has been a major
stakeholder in the peace and
stability of Afghanistan. It has
already invested nearly USD
three billion in aid and reconstruction activities in the country. India has been supporting
a national peace and reconciliation process which is Afghanled, Afghan-owned and
Afghan-controlled.

Parliamentar y Standing
Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture in its
report ‘Status of Aviation
Connectivity in the country’,
has asked to fix an upper limit
of air fares for every sector
especially in the economy class.
The Committee also
expressed concern that there is
no uniformity in the cancellation charges levied by the airlines. The Committee also recommended that five Star/three
Star hotels and multiplexes
should be constructed near the
new airports and asked the
Ministry should consider
mandatorily earmarking minimum 100 acres of land, while
making plans for future airports.
The Committee chairman
TG Venkatesh, presented its
report in the Parliament on
Friday. On the exorbitant air
fares, the Committee expressed
hope that the Ministry should
consider fixing an upper limit
for every sector, especially in
the economy class of air fares.
The Committee also noted
that even after reduction of the
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)

prices over a period of time, the
airlines have not passed on the
benefit of reduction in ATF
prices to the consumers. The
Committee recommended that
the Ministry should take effective steps to ensure that the airlines pass on the benefit to the
travelers by reducing the air
fares and inform the
Committee about the specific
steps taken in this regard and
the outcome thereof.
The Committee emphasized the need for rationalizing
the cancellation charges and
prescribing an upper limit of
cancellation charges that can be
collected from the passengers.
The Committee has reiterated its recommendation in this
regard, made in its 276th and
291st Reports, requiring the
airlines to restrict not more
than 50% of the base fare as
cancellation charges. The tax
and fuel surcharge collected
should be refunded to the passengers on cancellation of tickets. The Committee hopes that
the Ministry would be able to
persuade the airlines for such
rationalization in the interest of
the passengers.
The Committee also recommended that the Ministry
should ensure that designated
holding areas should be made

available at all airports to
accommodate passengers who
are stranded at the airport due
to cancellation or rescheduling
of flights. The Committee
impressed upon the Ministry to
urge upon the airlines to make
sure that facilities such as food,
water, medical help and accommodation are available to
stranded passengers.
As per the information provided by the ministry of civil
aviation to the committee members, India’s domestic passenger
throughput has reached around
137 million in 2019-20 from 61
million in 2013-14 and international passenger traffic has
reached 67 million in 2019-20
from 47 million in 2013-14.
Prior to the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic, the
Indian civil aviation sector was
growing at a Compound
Annual Growth Rate of 14 percent and was among the fastest
growing civil aviation sector in
the world. “Despite India being
the world’s fastest growing aviation market, its airports are
grappling with serious capacity
constraints because such a pace
of growth has resulted in a strain
on the aviation infrastructure,
resulting in traffic congestions
and delays at a majority of the
airports,” it said.
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ndia and the US will discuss
the entire range of bilateral
strategic ties during the twoday visit of Secretary of State,
Antony J Blinken starting
July 27. He will meet External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and National Security
Advisor(NSA) Ajit Doval.
Giving details of Blinken’s
visit, the External Affairs
Ministry said here on Friday
this is his first visit to India after
assuming charge as U.S.
Secretary of State.
Blinken's visit is an opportunity to continue the high-level
bilateral dialogue and bolster the
India-US global strategic partnership, the Ministry said.
Both sides will review the
robust and multifaceted IndiaUS bilateral relations, and
potential for consolidating
them further.
Discussions will focus on
regional and global issues of
mutual interest – including
recovery from the Covid-19
pandemic, the Indo-Pacific
region, Afghanistan and cooperation in the UN, the ministry
statement said.
Blinken and Jaishankar are
also likely to do the ground work
for the Quad summit and bilat-
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he Centre on Friday
informed Parliament that
T
only 22 heritage trees had to be
relocated because of the
Central Vista Avenue redevelopment project.
Responding to a question
in Lok Sabha on the relocation
of trees to the Badarpur EcoPark, Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav said
according to information
received from the Central
Public Works Department,
"Only 22 number of trees have
been relocated from the
Central Vista Avenue to the
eco-park, Badarpur, and there
is no other proposal to relocate
trees from the Central Vista
Avenue to Badarpur". He said
there is a proposal to plant 10
saplings for every tree uprooted or removed, and the compensatory plantation will be

done at the Badarpur EcoPark, Badarpur.
The redevelopment project
of the Central Vista -- the
power corridor of the country
-- includes the revamping of
the three-km-long Rajpath
from the Rashtrapati Bhavan to
India Gate. It also envisages a
new triangular Parliament
building, a Common Central
Secretariat and new residences
for the prime minister and the
vice president.
On another query on census of trees, Yadav said, "As per
available information, no tree
census has been conducted in
the recent past."
"However, the Forest
Survey of India (FSI) carries
out sample plot based regular
inventory of trees in forests and
outside forests in the country
under its National Forest
Inventory Programme," he
said.

eeking Opposition parties to
ensure that people were vaccinated, Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on Friday
said in the Lok Sabha that there
should be no politics over the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Responding during zero
hour amidst noisy Opposition
protests , the Minister said the
Government is still in talks
with US company Pfizer with
respect to making its vaccine
available in India.
"There should be no politics on the issue of Covid and
vaccination. The Prime
Minister has said this several
times," Mandaviya said in
response to a question asked by
Shiv Sena MP Rahul Shewale.
The Minister detailed how
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
interacted with the Chief
Ministers over 20 times before
allowing them to float tenders
for 25 per cent of the vaccine
as demanded by them. He said
on Jul 21 the Centre started a
new vaccine policy when the
states conveyed that they were
not able to get vaccines purchased at their end.
"I will also not want to
indulge in politics on this issue
but I want to present the facts,"
he said, adding that the Prime
Minister till date has held over
20 meetings and discussions
with the State Governments
and Chief Ministers.

He said some oppositionruled states raised the issue that
health is a state subject and they
should be taken into confidence.
"Many said Health is a
State subject, States said we also
need permission to buy vaccines. We said that we have no
problem with this. The States
said that we want to go out for
tender to buy the vaccine.
Modi ji said that we are ready
to do whatever help is needed,"
the Health minister said.
He said accordingly, the
states were allowed to buy 25
per cent and 25 per cent by the
private (sector). The Centre
was to procure 50 per cent for
the people.
"For the 25 per cent, states
issued tenders and we said we
will provide all possible help.
The suppliers were limited and
the Indian government too
was holding talks," he said.
Many issued global tenders. But there were only two
Indian companies which had

started vaccine manufacturing, the Serum Institute of
India (Covishield) and Bharat
Biotech (Covaxin), Mandaviya
said.
He said Moderna has registered in India and taken permission. Johnson and Johnson
has tied up with Biological E
and work on technology transfer has begun.
"With Pfizer, the Indian
government was holding talks
with it. But the company said
it will not deal with the states
and the Indian government is
holding talks with us. Even
today, an experts group is holding talks with the company,"
Mandaviya said.
In a meeting with the
states, the chief ministers said
they were not getting adequate
supply of vaccines and the
Centre should procure 25 per
cent, which the states were to
earlier acquire, of the vaccines.
So a new policy came into
being from June 21 under
which the Centre decided to
vaccinate all the citizens, he
said.
"The issue is about politics.
There should be no politics on
this issue. Our goal is to vaccinate 100 percent people above
the age of 18 years. We all need
to work on it together. It is not
the time to indulge in politics,"
said the new health minister
who replaced Dr Harsh
Vardhan on the July seven
cabinet reshuffle at the centre.
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nion Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on
Friday informed Parliament
that the Government has no
record of farmers who died
during the agitation at Delhi's
borders against three new farm
laws since 2020. The Minister
said the Government has not
undertaken any study to ascertain the apprehensions in the
minds of farmers about the
three farm laws.
Asked if the Government
was aware of the total number
of farmers who have died during farm protests since 2020,
Tomar said: "The Government
of India has no such record."
However, the Central
Government during discussions with farmers' unions
had appealed to them that
children and elders, especially women, should be allowed
to go home in view of the cold
prevailing at that time and the
Covid-19 situation, he said in
a written reply in the Rajya
Sabha.
Further, in a separate reply,
Tomar said, "No study has
been undertaken to ascertain
the reasons for apprehensions
created in the mind of farmers
on account of these farm laws.
However, the Centre has proactively undertaken efforts to
reach out the farmers to

remove their apprehensions, he
added.
Asserting that the government is serious and sensitive
towards farmers’ issues, the
minister said the Centre has
been engaged in active discussions with the farmers
unions.
Further, allaying concerns
over farmers' privacy data
under a new initiative
'Agristack', Tomar said the
government has not involved
any private company in developing the digital ecosystem on
agriculture. Tomar also said his
ministry in consultation with
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology is
in the process of bringing out
a data policy for the agriculture
sector.
Agristack is a digital
ecosystem for covering everything related to agriculture,
including farmers' databases,
land records, soil types, and
crops. In a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha, Tomar said his
ministry has commenced the
work for creating 'Agristack' in
the country and is in the
process of finalising the 'India
Digital
Ecosystem
of
Agriculture (IDEA)', which
will lay down a framework for
Agristack. "No private sector
companies are involved in
building the Agristack," he
said.

eral meetings between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and US
President Joseph Biden due to be
held in Washington later this
year, sources said. Incidentally,
Jaishankar and Blinken are in
touch on the phone for sometime now, they added.
The US President has said
the America’s Indo-Pacific strategy that includes India is an area
of importance, particularly
given increasing tensions
between the U.S. and China.
Underlining the growing
ties between the two countries
in various fields including
defence, Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin was the first senior
official of the Biden administration to visit Delhi in March
followed by Biden’s special envoy
on climate change John Kerry.
India also reciprocated and
Jaishankar visited Washington in
May, and held talks with Blinken
in London on the sidelines of the
G-7 Foreign Ministers’ meeting
also in May and in Rome at the
G-20 Foreign Ministers' meeting
in June.
The Quad summit including leaders of the U.S., Japan,
Australia and India, which was
held virtually earlier this year,
is expected to be held in
Washington with the leaders
‘in-person’ in September.
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midst disruption of the
Lok Sabha business and
slogan-shouting, the Joint
Committee of Parliament (JCP)
examining the Personal Data
Protection Bill was on Friday
given an extension till the
Winter Session to submit its
report.
The Personal Data
Protection Bill seeks to regulate
the use of individual's data by
the Government and private
companies.
This is for the fifth time the
committee's tenure has been
extended. The JPC was constituted in the Lok Sabha in
December 2019 and was
expected to submit its report in
the Budget Session.
P P Chaudhary of the ruling BJP moved a motion in the
house seeking extension up to
the Winter Session of
Parliament for the 30-member
panel to submit its report.
"That this House does
extend up to the first week of
Winter session of Parliament,
2021, the time for the presentation of the report of the Joint
Committee on the Personal
Data Protection Bill, 2019,"
the motion read. It was passed
by a voice vote.
The lower house was
adjourned till 1200 hours and
than adjourned for the day as
order could not be restored in
the house.

(QVXUHWKDWDSSHDOV
5HFRUGUDLQIDOOLQ6DWDUD,0' "C70==8E4AB0AH>58=380B42>=><82;814A0;8B0C8>=
EZ^Ve`Z_ec`daVTec`RURYVRU
LVVXHVDOHUWIRURWKHUGLVWULFWV ^`cVURf_eZ_X+>R_^`YR_DZ_XY DUHILOHGZLWKRXW
GHOD\V6&WHOOV&%,
T
?=BQ =4F34;78

he India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
said that Mahabaleshwar, in
Satara district, one of
Maharashtra's most well-patronised hill stations, experienced
its wettest day ever on Friday.
Ending at 8.30am on Friday,
the 24-hour rainfall recorded
was 594mm.
The IMD has issued an
alert for the next 24 hours for
the districts of R aigad,
Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg in
coastal Konkan and also for
Pune, Satara and Kolhapur in
Western Maharashtra. The
Met Department has predicted isolated extremely heavy
falls are very likely over
Konkan, Goa and central
Maharashtra in the next two
days. The Met Department
also predicted thT heavy rains
WOULD batter several parts
of
west
and
south
India.
According to the IMD,
Mahabaleshwar, some 260
kilometres from here, got 482
mm of rainfall on Wednesday
and 461 on Thursday. In the
last 10 days, Mahabaleshwar
has received 1886.6mm —
which was 40 per cent of the
total July rain quota. Between
2000 and 2021, on seven occasions extreme heavy rainfall

events (more than 400mm in
24 hours) were reported either
in July or August. Even
though it is a high rainfall
receiving area, with June and
S eptember average of
5130mm, this trend of intense
spells within a short duration
is on a rise.
The IMD predicted scattered to fairly widespread
rainfall with isolated heavy
falls are likely to continue
over Gujarat till July 23, but its
intensity will increase from
July 24. "Fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall with isolated heavy to very heavy falls
very likely to continue over
west coast during next 2-3
days with reduction thereafter," the IMD said.
"Isolated extremely heavy
falls are also very likely over
Konkan, Goa, the adjoining
ghat areas of central
Maharashtra during July 23-24
with reduction thereafter and
over coastal and south interior Karnataka, (from) today
July 23," it said.

Maharashtra, especially
the Konkan region, has been
witnessing a deluge. In neighbouring Goa, several parts,
including Sattari and
Bicholim tehsils in north and
Dharbandora in south, are
reeling under a flood-like situation. A large number of
houses was inundated as the
water level of some rivers
rose following heavy rains
over the past few days.The
IMD said scattered to fairly
widespread rainfall with isolated heavy falls are likely to
continue over Gujarat till July
23, with an increase in intensity from July 24.
"It is likely to increase to
fairly widespread to widespread
rainfall with isolated heavy to
very heavy falls on July 24-26.
Isolated extremely heavy falls
also likely over Gujarat region
July
25,"
the
IMD
added.
It said fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall with isolated heavy to very heavy falls
are likely to continue over east
and adjoining central India
during July 23-25 with reduction thereafter.
Isolated extremely heavy
falls also likely over west
Madhya Pradesh on July 23 and
July 24 and east Madhya
Pradesh, Telangana and Odisha
on July 23, the IMD added.
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o mark the 30th anniversary of India's economic
liberalisation, former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
Friday said the road ahead is
even more daunting than during the 1991 economic crisis
and the nation would need to
recalibrate its priorities to
ensure a dignified life for all
Indians.
In a statement, Singh said
he was deeply saddened at the
devastation caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
loss of millions of fellow
Indians and livelihoods.
Recalling that as the
Finance Minister in 1991, he
ended his budget speech by
quoting Victor Hugo, 'No
power on Earth can stop an
idea whose time has come', and
said, "Thirty years later, as a
nation, we must remember
Robert Frost's poem -- 'But I
have promises to keep, And
miles to go before I sleep'."
"It is not a time to rejoice
and exult but to introspect
and ponder. The road ahead is
even more daunting than during the 1991 crisis," Singh said
in the statement.
"Our priorities as a nation
need to be recalibrated to fore-

most ensure a healthy and dignified life for every single
Indian,"said the former PM.
He said that on this day, 30
years ago in 1991, the Congress
ushered in significant reforms
of India's economy and paved
a new path for the nation's economic policy.
Over the last three decades,
successive governments have
followed this path to catapult
the nation to a USD 3 trillion
economy and into the league of
the world's largest economies,
the former prime minister
noted.
More importantly, he said,
nearly 300 million fellow
Indians have been lifted out of
poverty in this period and
hundreds of millions of new
jobs have been provided for the
youth.
Singh said the reforms
process unleashed the spirit of
free enterprise which has
helped produce world-class

companies and help India
emerge as a global power in
many sectors.
"The economic liberalisation process in 1991 was triggered by an economic crisis
that confronted our nation
then, but it was not limited to
crisis management. The edifice
of India's economic reforms
was built on the desire to prosper, the belief in our capabilities and the confidence to
relinquish control of the economy by the government," he
said.
Singh said he was fortunate
to play a role in this reform
process along with several of
his colleagues in the Congress
party.
"It gives us immense joy to
look back with pride at the
tremendous economic progress
made by our nation in the last
three decades. But I am also
deeply saddened at the devastation caused by the COVID19 pandemic and the loss of
millions of fellow Indians," he
said.
The social sectors of health
and education have lagged
behind and not kept pace with
our economic progress. Too
many lives and livelihoods
have been lost that should not
have been, Singh lamented.
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he Supreme Court on
Friday directed the CBI
T
Director to set up a monitoring mechanism to ensure that
appeals are filed without delays.
The apex court's direction
came when the CBI filed an
appeal 647 days after the High
Court verdict. As per rules
appeals against HC orders are
to be filed in SC within 60 days.
A Bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and MR Shah
while dismissing the appeal on
account of delay asked the CBI
Director to ensure that steps are
taken on the administrative
side to monitor filing of
appeals.
“We are of the view that the
CBI must take all necessary
steps to ensure that these kinds
of delays do not occur in the
future. Delays are liable to
cause grave misgivings on reasons for delay. We direct
Director CBI to take necessary
administrative steps to monitor filing of appeals on an ICT
platform so that delays don't
take place,” the Court said.
In November 2018, a

Special CBI judge at Raipur had
convicted the accused for three
years in a corruption case. The
High Court by its judgment of
June, 2019, reversed the judgment and acquitted the
accused. The appeal against it
was filed by CBI after 647
days. As per rule, appeal against
trial court judgment has to be
filed in High Court in 180 days
and appeal against the High
Court Judgment has to be filed
in Supreme Court in 60 days.
When CBI stated that delay
was on account of COVID, the
bench said, “There is a delay of
647 days. In application for
condonation of delay, explanation given is on grounds of
Covid which doesn’t explain
the entire duration of delay.
Explanation of delay on
account of Covid is not acceptable since the judgment was
much before the onset of the
pandemic in March 2020."
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Pakistani drone fitted with a ready
to be used Improvised Explosive
device (IED) was shot down by the alert
cops of Jammu & Kashmir police near
Kanachak area of Jammu late Thursday
night.
The drone, which a senior police
officer claimed was assembled with
spare parts from China,Taiwan and
Hongkong, had penetrated approximately 6-7 kms inside the Indian territory before it was shot down near
Gurah Pattan village of Kanachak area
in Jammu. After the drone attack on Air
Force Station, Jammu on June 27, 2021
the security of several vital installations
was beefed up and anti drone technology was installed to prevent the similar
strike.
Preliminary investigations of the
drone assembly revealed, the strings used
to drop the payload fitted with the drone
was similar to the one recovered by the
investigation agencies from the site of
drone attack inside the Air Force station,
Jammu on June 27, 2021.
Additional Director General of
Police Mukesh Singh told reporters in
Jammu, "so far 25 to 30 drone sorties
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have been detected and according to
intelligence agencies at least Sixteen AK
47 rifles, 3 M4 US made rifles, 34 pistols, 15 grenades and 18 IEDs, 4 lakh currency recovered so far in the last 18
months".
Sharing details of the operation,
ADGP Singh said, 'late Thursday night,
we got specific inputs that a Pakistan
based terror outfit Jaish-e-Mohammad
was planning to drop some payload via
a drone in Akhnoor sector. Singh said,
``We rushed a police party to maintain

a strict vigil. At about 1 am, the drone
was spotted in the Kanachak area and
when it made a low flight to release the
payload it was shot down by our policemen".
ADGP Mukesh Singh said the drone
was carrying a payload of five-kg IED
material in a semi-assembled state and
only wires had to be connected to it to
trigger a blast.“Preliminary analysis of the
drone revealed that it was a hexacopter
with six wings and a flight controller and
GPS.”

Singh said the drone shot down in
Kanachak was assembled with parts
made in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.
He added these drones can travel up to
20 kilometres with a payload of 10 to 12
kg. The aerial distance between the place
where the drone was shot down and the
border is about six to seven kilometres.
Security forces have fired at several
drones since June 27, but this is the first
time that police have shot down such a
flying object carrying a payload. There
is a difference of a digit between the flight
controller serial number of the drone
shot down on Friday and that of another brought down a year ago in Kathua’s
Hiranagar sector.
“It establishes beyond doubt that the
terror group has procured many flight
controllers with similar series for the purpose of installing them in drones.”
Responding to a direct question whether
there was any common link with the
drone attack on the Air Force Station
Singh said as per preliminary investigations We have recovered the same
threads and it is now confirmed that a
similar drone had dropped the payload
at IAF station. The National Investigation
Agency is investigating the case, he
added.
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joint team of security forces on Friday
gunned down two Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
A
terrorists in the Warpora area of Sopore in
Baramulla district.
The operation was launched late Thursday
evening on the basis of a specific intelligence
input about the presence of terrorists in the
Warpora area of Sopore.
The slain terrorists were involved in a number of attacks on civilians including the one that
killed four innocent civilians and a policeman
in Sopore on 12 June 2021.
According to a police spokesman, "both the
terrorists have been identified as Fayaz Ahmad
War @Rukana @Umar son of Gh Mohi-Ud-Din
War resident of Warpora a top commander of
proscribed terror outfit LeT and Shaheen
Ahmad Mir @Shaheen Molvi son of Mohd
Kamal Mir resident of Cherpora Budgam".
According to a police spokesman,Fayaz
Ahmad War had a long history of terror crime
cases, as he was associated with terrorism since
year 2008.
Although he had surrendered earlier with
arms & ammunition yet after his release he again
worked as terrorist associate for proscribed ter-

ror outfit HM and was detained under PSA.
However after his release, in March-2020 he
again joined terrorist ranks of proscribed terror outfit LeT. Besides being part of groups
involved in several terror crime cases, he was
very instrumental in planning and executing terror attacks on security establishments and
civilian killings and figured among the list of
most wanted terrorists in North Kashmir.
As per the police records, the LeT
Commander was the last active terrorist who
perpetrated a series of various terror crimes and
violence in North Kashmir, He was also involved
in a series of grenade attacks on Police/Security
establishments in Sopore.
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wo days ago Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
called upon the Opposition
parties to unite and act in
advance to throw the BJP out
of power. On Friday Banerjee’s
party appointed her the chairperson of the All India
Trinamool Congress parliamentary committee that the
Trinamool Congress insiders
called a step taken well in
advance to beat the “Congress’
right to galvanise the
Opposition” in the 2024 general
elections to say the least.
The decision takes place
ahead of the Chief Minister’s
visit to Delhi where she is
likely to meet a number of
opposition leaders including
NCP chief Sharad Pawar — in
a bid to lay the groundwork for
a greater national focus for herself and her party.
“Mamata Banerjee will
become our Trinamool parlia-

mentary party chairperson.
This is a reality we are formalising. Mamata Banerjee is a
seven-time MP. She was already
guiding the parliamentary
party… there are two levels to
the development … a conceptual level and a strategic level,”
O’Brien said.
“All the MPs who were present were consulted and those
who were not were spoken to
over telephone and there was a
unanimous decision to appoint
Mamata Banerjee who is also
the Trinamool Congress
national president the chairperson of the parliamentary
committee … we are proud and
feel empowered,” Roy said.
Banerjee a former Union
Minister and MP of 26 years
replaces Sudip Bandopadhyay
to the post and becomes one of
very few such leaders apart
from Congress’ Sonia Gandhi
to become the parliamentary
committee chairperson of her
party without being an MP.
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Gandhi became the Congress
president as also the parliamentary committee chief in
1998.
Not completely devoid of
relevance senior Trinamool
leader and Bengal Minister
Arup Biswas had on
Wednesday said “ebar Bharat
Banglar meye ke chai” meaning thereby that not only
Bengal but also India wanted
the daughter of Bengal at the
helm of affairs in Delhi.
The Friday’s announcement came in the midst of
stormy session in Parliament

post suspension of Trinamool
MP Shantanu Sen for alleged
misdemenour shown towards
Information Technology
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
even when he was responding
to the Pegasus snooping scandal.
Soon after Sen’s suspension
O’Brien said, “We want parliament to run. But at the same
time we want two or three
issues to be discussed. We
want structured discussion on
Pegasus issue, and Farmers’ Bill
... We want the farm laws to be
repealed.”

Kolkata: Bengal Leader of
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari
has filed a petition before
Calcutta High Court seeking
transfer of all criminal cases
registered against him to the
Central
Bureau
of
Investigation.
The BJP leader who was
currently in Delhi to meet
Home Minister Amit Shah
said that there was a politics of
vendetta going on in Bengal
and he was being made a
prime target of that “political
vendetta.”
Mr Adhikari also prayed
for an order of quashing of
FIRs registered against him by
the state police.
He said that the writ petition seeking transfer of the

Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping has made a rare visit to
Nyingchi, a strategically located border town close to
Arunachal Pradesh, during his
first visit to the politically sensitive region of Tibet where he
underlined the need for "lasting stability" and "high-quality development" for the plateau
region. <
Xi was in Tibet from
Wednesday, but his important
visit was kept under wraps by
China's official media till the
end of the trip on Friday due to
the sensitivities of the trip.
On Wednesday Xi flew
directly to Nyingchi not far
from the Indian border after
visiting several places in the
city. Later he travelled to Tibet's
capital Lhasa by the recently
commissioned high-speed bullet train.
According to state-run
Xinhua news agency, Xi visit-

ed the Tibet Autonomous
Region in connection with the
70th anniversary of Tibet's
"peaceful liberation the first
time in the history of the Party
and the country."
During his visit, Xi stressed
fully implementing the guidelines of the ruling Communist
Party of China for "governing
Tibet in a new era and writing
a new chapter of lasting stability and high-quality development for the plateau region",
the report said.
China is accused of suppressing cultural and religious
freedom in the remote and
mainly Buddhist Himalayan
region. China has rejected the
accusations.
In footage released by State
broadcaster CCTV, Xi, 68, was
seen greeting a crowd wearing
ethnic costumes and waving
the Chinese flag as he disembarked from his plane at the

Mainling Airport in Nyingchi.
Chinese leaders periodically visit Tibet. But Xi, who
also heads the ruling
Communist Party of China
(CPC) and the powerful
Central Military Commission
-- the overall high command of
the Chinese military — is perhaps the first top leader in
recent years to visit Tibet's
border town.
He visited Tibet as Vice
President in 2011 to commemorate the 60th anniversary
of “the peaceful liberation of
Tibet''.
The last sitting Chinese
President to officially visit Tibet
was Jiang Zemin in 1990.
During his visit to Nyingchi, Xi,
visited the Nyang River Bridge
to inspect the ecological preservation in the basin of the
Brahmaputra river, which is
called Yarlung Zangbo in the
Tibetan language.
PTI

Hop-off service over the KalkaShimla section. By this service,
NR will facilitate the passengers
to see all places of tourist interest over the KSR section on purchase of a single ticket. The passengers can board any coach of
any train subject to availability
of seats. The passenger can
Board/deboard any train
from/at any station subject to
scheduled stoppage of train at
the said station. Tickets for
Hop-on Hop-off service shall be
issued from all stations of the
Kalka - Shimla Narrow gauge
section.
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erala on Friday reported
17,518 fresh Covid-19
K
cases, pushing the tally to
32,35,533 and taking the Test
Positivity Rate (TPR) past the
13 per cent mark. The TPR
was 13.63 per cent, up from
12.38 per cent recorded on
Thursday.
It had crossed 11 per cent
on July 19 after remaining
below it for several weeks
The number of people who
succumbed to the virus rose to
15,871 with 132 more deaths
being recorded today.
As many as 11,067 people
have been cured of the infection, taking the total recoveries to 30,83,962 and the number of active cases in the state
to
1,35,198,
State
Health Minister Veena George
said.
Malappuram reported the
highest number of 2,871 cases,
followed by Thrissur with 2,023
and Kozhikode 1,870.

D

istributing appointment
letters to 6,696 assistant
teachers out of a total vacancy
of 69,000 thereby completing
the much-awaited process in
Lucknow on Friday, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
warned of strict action against
those spreading canards against
the transparent recruitment
system adopted by the Uttar
Pradesh government.
He asserted that the
Government had already vacated jails for such unscrupulous
elements. Referring to the
upcoming examination for
PET, the chief minister said,
“We are going to conduct the
country's largest examination
in which the number of examinees will be over 30 lakh.”

2WX]TbT?aTi\PZTbUXabceXbXcc^ <Xi^aP\bTcbd_1^d]SPah
CXQTcP]c^f]Q^aSTaX]V0ad]PRWP[ 2^\\XbbX^]c^STP[fXcW
Q^aSTaSXb_dcTfXcW0bbP\

New Delhi: Northern Railway
revs up the tourist season in
Shimla by re-introducing the
leisure-oriented hop-on hopoff service on the 118 years old
scenic kalka-shimla narrow
gauge section which is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
This convenience will enable the
tourists to see all places of interest on purchase of a single ticket. The ticket can be bought
from any station on the KalkaShimla section.
General Manager, NR, Sh.
Ashutosh Gangal elaborated the
salient feature of the Hop-on

Guwahati: A total of 42 children from Assam have been
rescued in Sikkim and brought
back to the state on Friday,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said.
The parents of the children,
hailing from four villages of
Chirang district along the
Indo-Bhutan border, were
lured by two persons who
assured that their education
would be taken care of, but they
ended up as domestic helps,
Sarma told reporters here.
The two accused have been
arrested and during interrogation, one of them claimed that
in the last two years, 80 children have been trafficked from
the state, with some sent to
Dubai as well, officials said.
The operation to rescue the
children was initiated by
Chirang Police under the guidance of Bodoland Territorial
Council Chief Promod Bodo
and Special DGP L R Bishnoi,
while Sikkim Police provided
the necessary help and cooperation.
PTI

criminal cases against him to
the CBI for an “impartial
investigation,” adding, there
was no law and order and rule
of law in Bengal. “The CID has
been planted against me to
harass me … not only me but
all the BJP men are being
attacked and harassed,” he
said.
On the question of post
poll violence he said whatever had been submitted before
the High Court by the
National Human Rights
Commission was only tip of
the iceberg and “there are
more atrocities being perpetrated on our men … the
post-poll violence has not
stopped … it is still continuing.”
PNS

"Of the new cases, 110
had come from outside the
state whie16,638 contracted
the disease through their contacts. The source of infection
of700 are yet to be traced.
Seventy health workers are
also among the infected," the
release said.
A total of 1,28,489 samples were tested in the last 24
hours and the TPR was found
to be 13.63 per cent
The cumulative number of
specimens examined so far
stood at 2,59,50,704.
There are currently
4,18,496 people under observation in the State, out of
whom 25,691 are in isolation
wards of various hospitals.
There are 271 local self
Government bodies in the state
with a TPR of more than 15 per
cent, the release said.
George dismissed media
reports that Kerala has 10 lakh
unused doses of vaccine and
said the State has a stock of
around 4.5 lakh doses.

Lucknow: Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that due to the
strategy and continuous efforts
of his Government, novel coronavirus infection was under
control in the state but warned
that the viral infection was not
over yet and therefore even a little carelessness on its prevention
could be disastrous.
The Chief Minister was
reviewing the Covid situation
across the State at a high level
meeting convened at Lok
Bhawan in Lucknow on Friday.
In the meeting, the Chief
Minister was apprised that 61
new cases of coronavirus infection were reported across the
state in the last 24 hours while
in the corresponding period, 86
Covid-19 patients had recovered.
At present, the number of
active coronavirus cases in the
state stands at 994. Besides, the
recovery rate of coronavirus
infection in the State is 98.6 per
cent. The heartening news is that
not a single Covid-19 patient has

been reported in Aligarh,
Balrampur, Basti, Etah, Mahoba,
Hathras and Shravasti
districts.
The chief minister said that
vaccination was an important
safeguard in preventing the
spread of coronavirus and vaccination should be done with the
goal of giving jabs to more and
more people of the targeted age
group at the earliest. He said that
the free registration facility being
provided for Covid vaccination
through Common Service
Centres in villages should be
given wide publicity.
It was informed in the meeting that till July 22, over 4,27
crore vaccine doses had been
administered. The chief minister was also informed that 211
samples were tested in KGMU,
Lucknow and BHU, Varanasi in
the last days for the purpose of
intensive study and testing
regarding the new Delta variant
of novel coronavirus but not a
single sample confirmed the
dangerous variant.
PNS

New Delhi: The Mizoram
Government has constituted a
boundary commission to deal
with demarcation of the State's
border with Assam.
A Government notification
issued on Thursday said the
boundary commission will be
chaired by Deputy Chief
Minister Tawnluia and will
have
Home
Minister
Lalchamliana as vice chairman.
The boundary commission's formation came at a time
when Mizoram and Assam
ahead of a visit by Home
Minister Amit Shah to the
northeast to try and sort out the
various border disputes. State
home department secretary
was made member secretary.
The commission which will
have the state home department
secretary as its member-secretary, will consider the various
aspects of the Mizoram-Assam
border imbroglio, the notification said.
The commission will also
have one member each from
leading NGOs, recognised
political parties, Joint Action
Committee on Inner Line
Reserve Forest Demand apart
from three Ministers, chief sec-

retary, additional chief secretary
and Director General of Police
(DGP), it said.
Prominent citizen and former Lok Sabha member C.L
Ruala and former state home
secretary Lalbiakzama were
also appointed as members of
the commission.
Meanwhile, a senior police
officer said on Friday that the
situation at Aitlang hnar and
Buarchep areas in Kolasib district along the Mizoram-Assam
border remained tense.
Mizoram
Deputy
Inspector-General of Police
(Northern
Range)
Lalbiakthanga Khiangte told
PTI that both the states forces
are now camping on the border
areas, face to face, and warned
a serious confrontation could
take place at any time if either
side tried to make any advances.
He however said that Assam
police had not made any
advances since a standoff on
July 10.
Khiangte said that people
living along the inter-state borders on Mizoram side are now
living a normal life and none of
them have had to leave their villages as a result of the confrontation.
PTI

At a function held at Lok
Bhawan in Lucknow, Yogi personally handed over appointment letters to 10 appointees
while 240 newly-appointed
teachers were present on the
occasion. The rest of the successful candidates will be handed over appointment letters in
their respective districts. These
assistant teachers were recruited in Government schools
against the 69,000 vacant posts
under the Basic Education
Council.
Congratulating the newlyappointed assistant teachers,
the chief minister said that the
government and its department had completed the
recruitment process with sincerity and fairness which
proved to be helpful for youths
in achieving their goals.
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Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Party
on Friday kicked off its poll campaign by holding the first of its
seven Brahmin Sammelans at
Ayodhya. The UP Assembly
elections are due in 2022 and the
BSP is struggling to win the confidence of the electorally influential Brahmin community.
BSP supremo Mayawati on
July 18 had announced to hold
Brahmin Sammelan to woo the
Brahmin community ahead of
UP Assembly elections from
Ayodhya from July 23. Mayawati
had entrusted the responsibility of the event on party national general secretary Satish
Chandra Mishra.
Addressing the meeting,
Mishra, said that his party had
made a pre-poll alliance with the
public rather than with any
political party. The BSP leader
first visited the Hanuman Garhi
and Shri Ram Lalla
Janmabhoomi temples in
Ayodhya for darshan.
He said that the BSP had
made the biggest alliance with
the people of the state for the
2022 Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh. Mishra said that
Bhagwan Shri Ram belonged to
everyone and “we have also
come
to
seek
his
blessings”.
PNS
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7KH'HOKL+LJK&RXUWKDVWROGSROLWLFDOOHDGHUV
WKDWWKH\PXVWKRQRXUWKHSURPLVHVWKH\PDNH

,

WWRRNSDJHVRID'HOKL+LJK&RXUWMXGJPHQWWRWHOOSROLWLFLDQVKROGLQJKLJKSRVL
WLRQVLQ*RYHUQPHQWVWKDWWKH\FDQQRWJRRQPDNLQJSURPLVHVWRSHRSOHDQGQRWKRQ
RXUWKHVH7KHMXGJPHQWLQDFDVHUHODWLQJWRDSURPLVHPDGHE\'HOKL&KLHI0LQLVWHU
$UYLQG.HMULZDOVHQGVWKHPHVVDJHWKDWLWLVLPSRUWDQWWREULGJHWKHJDSEHWZHHQODZ
DQGPRUDOLW\DQGOHWWKHDXWKRULWLHVZKRDUHHLWKHUHOHFWHGWRSXEOLFSRVLWLRQVRUZKR
KROGSRVLWLRQVRISRZHUUHDOLVHWKDWWKH\´DUHDQVZHUDEOHWRWKHSHRSOHHVSHFLDOO\RQFH
WKH\XQGHUWDNHRUDJUHHWRGRRUQRWWRGRDSDUWLFXODUWKLQJµDQGWKDWWKHFLWL]HQVZRXOG
H[SHFWWKDWWKH*RYHUQPHQWZRXOGLPSOHPHQWWKHSURPLVHVPDGH7KHMXGJPHQWE\
-XVWLFH3UDWKLED06LQJKRSHQVZLWKDWHOOLQJFRPPHQWWKDWUHIOHFWVWKHPRRGRIWKH
VRFLHW\´7KHVD\LQJ¶3URPLVHVDUHPHDQWWREHEURNHQ·LVZHOONQRZQLQWKHVRFLDOFRQ
WH[Wµ7KHMXGJPHQWXQDPELJXRXVO\VD\VWKDWSURPLVHVPDGHE\WKH*RYHUQPHQWRULWV
RIILFLDOVDUH´MXGLFLDOO\HQIRUFHDEOHµLIWKHVHDUHEUR
NHQ7KHMXGJPHQWUHPLQGVWKHSROLWLFDOOHDGHUVRIWKLQJV
HQVKULQHGLQWKHEXVLQHVVRIJRYHUQDQFHEXWIRUJRW
WHQLQWKHPHOHHRISROLWLFV2QHLVWKDWJRRGJRYHU
QDQFHUHTXLUHVWKHVDLGWUXVWWREHPDLQWDLQHGEHWZHHQ
WKRVHZKRJRYHUQDQGWKRVHZKRDUHJRYHUQHG7ZR
WKHVXVWHQDQFHRIWKLVWUXVWFRXSOHGZLWKWKHOHJDOFHU
WDLQW\RIDQDVVXUDQFHJLYHQFHPHQWVWKHUHODWLRQVKLS
EHWZHHQWKHFLWL]HQDQGWKH*RYHUQPHQW
7KUHHFLWL]HQVUHSRVHDORWRIWUXVWLQDSURPLVH
PDGHE\WKRVHZKRKROG*RYHUQPHQWSRVLWLRQVDQG
DQDVVXUDQFHJLYHQLVOLNHDQXQGHUWDNLQJWKDWLVFRP
SDWLEOHZLWKSXEOLFGXW\2QHSRZHUIXOFRQFOXVLRQLVGHULYHGIURPWKHMXGJPHQW2QFH
DUHSUHVHQWDWLRQLVPDGHE\DKLJKUDQNLQJRIILFLDOLWFRPHVZLWKLQWKHVFRSHRILWV
DXWKRULW\,WZLOOKDYHDIDUUHDFKLQJLPSDFWRQWKH,QGLDQSROLW\ZKLFKLVXVHGWRPRVW
SROLWLFLDQVLQSRZHUUHVRUWLQJWRSRSXOLVPDVIRUHWKRXJKWDQGJRYHUQDQFHDVDQDIWHU
WKRXJKW$FXUVRU\JODQFHWKURXJKDGD\·VQHZVSDSHUVZLOOWKURZXSVFRUHVRISURPLV
HVPDGHE\HOHFWHGUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVRIWKHSHRSOHWKDWDUHPHDQWWRUHPDLQXQIXOILOOHG
7KHSUHVHQWFDVHUHODWHVWRVRPHSRRUODERXUHUVSHWLWLRQLQJWKHFRXUWWKDW.HMULZDO
VKRXOGEHDVNHGWRIXOILOKLVSURPLVHRISD\LQJWKHKRXVHUHQWRQWKHLUEHKDOILIWKH\
ZHUHXQDEOHWRSD\LWEHFDXVHRI&29,'H[LJHQFLHV.HMULZDOGLGPDNHWKDWSURPLVH
LQ0DUFKEXWGLGQRWSXUVXHWKHPDWWHUIXUWKHU7KHFRXUWFRUUHFWO\REVHUYHV
LQWKHFRQWH[WRIWKHFDVH´WKDW¶SXIILQJ·ZKLFKPD\EHSHUPLVVLEOHLQFRPPHUFLDO
DGYHUWLVLQJRXJKWQRWWREHUHFRJQLVDEOHDQGSHUPLVVLEOHLQJRYHUQDQFHµ7KHMXGJ
PHQWLVDVHULRXVFDXWLRQWRSROLWLFLDQVIRUZKRPSHRSOHDUHPHUHO\YRWHUVQRWFLWL
]HQV7KHUHDUHPLOOLRQVRISROLWLFDODQGHOHFWRUDOSURPLVHVWKDWUHPDLQLJQRUHGEHFDXVH
WKHUHLVQRODZWRSXQLVKSROLWLFLDQVLQSRZHURUVHHNLQJWREHLQSRZHUZKRURX
WLQHO\HYDGHDFFRXQWDELOLW\7KHMXGJPHQWVKRXOGSURGWKRVHLQSRZHUWRGHVLVWIURP
SOD\LQJZLWKSHRSOH·VOHJLWLPDWHH[SHFWDWLRQV
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practice that continues
despite strong and reasoned opposition is that
of proclaiming species
of wild animals as “vermin” and
thus putting them out of the
ambit of the protective umbrella of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, the principal instrument for protecting wild animals
in India. The wild boar and nilgai have been proclaimed as
“vermin” in Uttarakhand, the
nilgai and boar in some districts
of Bihar, and the rhesus macaque
in parts of Himachal Pradesh.
The Act does not define the
term “vermin” in terms of what
it connotes. It just states in
Section 62: “The Central
Government may by notification
declare any wild animal other
than those specified in Schedule
I and Part II of Schedule II to be
vermin for any area and for such
period as may be specified therein and so long as such notification is in force, such wild animal
shall be deemed to have been
included in Schedule V.” Animals
included in Schedule V can be
freely hunted.
The Central Government
declares an animal as vermin following requests from State
Governments and the ground
which has been invariably cited
is that it causes damage to crops
and poses a danger to human
life. There have no doubt been
cases in which the Centre has
withheld permission. The fundamental question, however, is
whether there should at all be a
provision for designating an
animal as “vermin”.
There are several reasons for
asking this. For one thing, an
article by Anupam Chakravartty,
Rajeshwari Ganesan and Rajit
Sengupta, published under the
heading ‘Enemies of the state?’ in
the DownToEarth on June 15,
2016, cites animal rights groups
as saying that the drive for
killing then underway was based
on popular perception rather
than data. The country had no
data both on the populations of
animals proposed to be killed
and the extent of crop damage
they were supposed to be causing. The article stated that, in
fact, Uttarakhand’s proposal on
the basis of which the Centre
permitted the killing of wild
boars, clearly said, “There is no
scientific survey or census of the
wild boar population that has

been carried out. However,
since the crop damage caused
by wild boar is increasing, the
wild boar is estimated to be
overpopulated.”
Further, experience
shows that once killing is permitted, villagers or designated hunters have frequently
not followed the methods
prescribed. An example is
the case in Kerala where a
pregnant cow elephant died
following several days of
intense agony after she had
bitten on a pineapple filled
with explosives. Enquiries
revealed that the pineapple
was intended to kill a wild
boar which, as a species, had
been declared “vermin”. Also,
such a barbaric way of killing
was not permitted even in the
case of wild boars.
State Governments have
doubtless laid down restrictions on the methods and
guidelines governing killings
— such as only rifles and pistols to be used and no killing
of injured animals running
away to forests, and hunting
only after receiving permission from the forest department concerned and the village pradhan. But who is to
ensure compliance? The fact
is, methods that are not permitted are often used. These
include laying out live wires
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for animals to be electrocuted, trapping them for murder
and poisoning them. There is
no guarantee that animals
other than those declared as
“vermin” would not come
into contact with such wires
or consume the poison.
The argument that State
forest department personnel
should watch out for the
transgressors and deal harshly with them hardly holds
water. It would take a very
large number of people and
vehicles for doing that. Given
that most forest departments
have to make do with numerically inadequate staff,
deployment on such an
errand would leave them
with very few people to carry
out essential functions like
curbing poaching and preventing illegal felling of trees.
The result may be a serious
diminution of protected
species like elephants (for
tusks), rhinos (for their
horns) and tigers for their
body parts which are sought
for the manufacture of socalled aphrodisiacs.
Apart from the fact that
declaring an entire species of
wildlife as vermin is contrary
to the spirit and content of
Article 51 A (g) of the
Constitution which enjoins
upon both the Government
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7KH7RN\R2O\PSLFVKDYHVWDUWHG2QO\
EORRGVZHDWDQGWHDUVZLOOOHDGWRJORU\

KHJUHDWHVWVSRUWLQJVSHFWDFOHLQWKHZRUOGKDVEHJXQLQ-DSDQHYHQWKRXJKXQGHU
WKHVFDU\VKDGRZRIWKHSHUQLFLRXV6$56&RYYLUXV2YHUWKHQH[WWZRZHHNV
WKHEHVWDWKOHWHVIURPDURXQGWKHZRUOGZLOOFRPSHWHLQVSRUWVDQGGLVFL
SOLQHV$VDOZD\VLQWKH\HDUPRGHUQKLVWRU\RIWKH2O\PSLFVWKHJOREDODXGLHQFH
ZLOOEHZRZHGE\WKHVXSHUKXPDQSHUIRUPDQFHVRIWKHDWKOHWHVZRQGHULQJKRZVRPH
SHRSOH³ ZLWKWKHVDPHQXPEHURIOLPEVGHYHORSHG
PRUHRUOHVVLQWKHVDPHSURSRUWLRQDQGOLYLQJRQWKH
VDPHSODQHWDVXV³ FDQDFKLHYHWKHVHHPLQJO\XQDW
WDLQDEOHRUQHDULPSRVVLEOH%XWSXWLQDQXWVKHOOWKDW·V
ZKDWWKH*DPHVDUHDERXW+RZHYHUQHYHUEHIRUHLQ
WKHKLVWRU\RIWKHPRGHUQ2O\PSLFVKDYHWKH*DPHV
HYHUEHHQRUJDQLVHGLQDQRGGQXPEHUHG\HDUHYHQ
WKRXJKWKHVHKDYHVXUYLYHGER\FRWWVQDWXUDOFDODPL
WLHVDQGPDQPDGHZDUV$QRWKHUILUVWLVWKDWQRVSHF
WDWRUVZRXOGEHSUHVHQWLQVLGHVWDGLDWKDQNVWRWKHUDJ
LQJ&29,'SDQGHPLF7KLQNDERXWLWWKHZRUOG·V
ELJJHVWVSRUWLQJVWDJHDQGQRWDVLQJOHVRXOWRFKHHU
WKHDWKOHWHVVD\WKHIDVWHVWZRPDQDQGPDQRQ(DUWK",QDZD\LW·VSRLJQDQW
)RFXVLQJRQ,QGLDDWRWDORIRQO\,QGLDQDWKOHWHVIURPVHYHQVSRUWV EHVLGHV
VL[RIILFLDOV SDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKHRSHQLQJSDUDGHRQ)ULGD\HYHQLQJ,QGLDLVEHLQJUHS
UHVHQWHGE\PRUHWKDQDWKOHWHVLQWKLVLQVWDOPHQWRIWKH2O\PSLFVZLWKWKHRYHU
DOOFRQWLQJHQWVL]HEHLQJPHPEHUV7KHSDUDGHQXPEHUZDVGHOLEHUDWHO\WKLQQHG
RZLQJWR&29,'FRQFHUQVDQGWKHGHSXW\FKHIGHPLVVLRQKDGDOUHDG\PDGHLW
FOHDUWKDWWKHDWKOHWHVZKRKDYHFRPSHWLWLRQVOLQHGXSRQ6DWXUGD\³ SULPDULO\DUFKHU\
KRFNH\VKRRWLQJDQGEDGPLQWRQ³ ZRXOGVWD\DZD\IURPWKHRSHQLQJFHUHPRQ\
IHVWLYLWLHV)URPWKHPHQ·VKRFNH\WHDPRQO\FDSWDLQ0DQSUHHW6LQJKSDUWLFLSDWHGLQ
WKHHYHQWDVKHZDV,QGLD·VIODJEHDUHUDORQJZLWKSXJLOLVW0&0DU\.RPZKHQ7HDP
,QGLDSURXGO\ZDONHGRXWLQWRWKHVWDGLXPDWQXPEHUVWDVSHUWKH-DSDQHVHDOSKD
EHWLFDORUGHU7KHH[SHFWDWLRQVRIFURUH,QGLDQVPXVWEHZHLJKLQJKHDY\RQWKH
,QGLDQFRQWLQJHQWDVLWWULHVIRUWKHILUVWWLPHHYHUWRWDNHLWVPHGDOVWDOO\LQWRGRXEOH
GLJLWV6RIDURXUEHVWVKRZLQJZDVLQWKH/RQGRQ2O\PSLFVZKHUH,QGLDQDWK
OHWHVPDQDJHGWRVFRRSXSVL[PHGDOVWKRXJKQRQHRIWKHPZDVJROG+RSHIXOO\
WKLQJVZLOOWXUQEHWWHUWKLVWLPHDURXQG0HDQZKLOHOHWWKH*DPHVEHJLQ
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Sir — This has reference to your editorial on ‘Rallying forces’ (July 23). “I will
win Bengal with one leg and Delhi with
two legs,” claimed Didi. NCP leader
Sharad Pawar has ruled out to be the consensus presidential candidate with an eye
on the Prime Minister’s post in case of a
fractured mandate in the 2024 general
election. The coming together of the
Opposition leaders is a mirage. Though
they have different ideologies, every
State’s prominent Opposition leader has
an eye on the Prime Minister’s chair. It
was a failed attempt for them earlier in
2019 too. They have to really unite, sinking their differences, to fight the BJP.
Furthermore, the coalition form of
Government is a failure in our country.
Corruption always compromises strict and
honest adherence to the coalition dharma.
To be fair to it, the BJP has no serious corruption charges against it in the past seven
years of its rule. But the ruling party has
failed to arrest the fuel price hike, spurt
in the prices of essential commodities,
handling of the COVID-19 pandemic and
the Pegasus expose is embarrassing it now.
The Opposition does not put in a strong
effort to highlight the Government’s
shortcomings and misses. But it disrupts
Parliament, thus wasting the taxpayers’
money, which won’t help these leaders.
Moreover, even a united Opposition lacks
a leader of mass appeal at the national level.
Sravana Ramachandran | Chennai
<5CC?>C6B?=281755B1D891==1µC<965
Sir — At the age of 107 years and India’s
one of the first recipients of the prestigious Nari Shakti Puraskar by the Union
Government for her exceptional contribution towards women’s empowerment,
Kerala’s “oldest learner” Bhageerathi
Amma is no more. Famous as Akshara
Muthashi, or Literacy Grandmother,
Bhageerathi Amma inspired many by
passing the Level Four equivalency
examinations at the age of 105, conducted by the State-run Kerala State Literacy
Mission (KSLM) in 2019.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
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XcXbTgcaT\T[hWPaSc^aTbXbcQ^dcb^U[PdVWcTa

also spoken about her during his 62nd
episode of his Mann Ki Baat programme.
In her examination at Kollam, she came
out with flying colours with 205 out of a
total of 275 marks and full marks in
mathematics. As she went on till 107 years
of age, she had recently began preparing
for her Level Seven exam through digital classes, but one sorrow remains that
Amma left without fulfilling the dream
of passing the 10th standard equivalency exam. Bhageerathi Amma was one of
the few learners in the world who taught
others that age is no bar in education.
Amma, you are still living in our hearts.
May your soul rest in peace and may your
movement find success!
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
@9>1B1I9=ECD3<51>E@89C3129>5D
Sir — It refers to the editorial, ‘A stitch in
time’. When Kerala Chief Minister

4`dP[[hbW^RZX]VXbcWTXa\PV]XcdST^UbWP\T
[Tbb]TbbX]bT]bXcXeXchUP[bTW^^SP]SaWTc^aXR
CWT SXb_[PRT\T]c ^U \X[[X^]b ^U bcPaeTS
\P[]^daXbWTS_^^aTbc^U_^^a\XVaP]cb]TV^
cXPcX]VWXVWfPhbU^a\^]cWbP\XSWPabWR^]SX
cX^]bbTa_T]cX]T`dTdTbU^a_a^RdaX]VcWTT[d
bXeT^ghVT]Rh[X]STabQda]X]V^U\Pbb_haTb
X]_PaZX]V[^cbP]S\PbbQdaXP[b*]^^cWTaR^d]
cahfXc]TbbTSbdRWW^aa^ab0]SP[[cWTbTfTaT
cWTSXaTRcaTbd[c^UPbTaXTb^URP[[^dbSTRXbX^]b
¯ Cad\_bW^fX]bcP]c[^RZS^f]fXcW^dc]^cXRT
°>RRd_h1T]VP[±:d\QW<T[PP]Sb^^]
8]bcTPS ^U R^\X]V d_ fXcW R^]RaTcT
b^QTaP]bfTabQPbTS^][^VXRUPRcbP]ScadcW
Xc³bTPbXTaU^acWT6^eTa]\T]cc^YdbcRWPaPR
cTaPbbPbbX]PcT cWT `dTbcX^]Ta P]S X]e^ZT
UPcd^dbbT]cX\T]cbX]cWT]P\T^UcWT]PcX^]
8] cWT bP\T eTX] P]h `dTah aTVPaSX]V cWT
2T]caT³bX]e^[eT\T]cX]cWT?TVPbdbbRP]SP[
Xb^QeX^db[h]^cWX]VQdcP°SXaTRcPccPRZd_^]
8]SXP³bX]cTVaXch±0]Sd]U^acd]PcT[hcWTbTcPR
cXRb^UYX]V^Xb\aTVd[Pa[hUTcRWaXRWT[TRc^aP[SXe
XST]SbU^acWTad[X]V_PachX]^daR^d]cahFWPc
PcaPVXRbcPcT^UPUUPXab
:PYP[2WPccTaYTT| :^[ZPcP

Pinarayi Vijayan can take the tough
decision of not inducting former Health
Minister KK Shailja in his Government
(while it is to be noted that she was one
of the best performing Minister in the last
five years) after creating history of sorts
in the last 45 years by winning back-toback elections and retaining power, then
he should not have had any issue in ousting Forest Minister AK Saseendran.
Ultimately, Pinarayi Vijayan is in the
early days of his second term in succession and he should not allow the
Opposition parties any issue on a platter
that the latter could use to criticise him.
Moreover, when he is not at the mercy of
other parties for his Government’s survival,
then there is no reason for him to not act
strictly and set a strong precedent.
Bal Govind | Noida
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

and all citizens to show compassion to all living creatures, animals can hardly be
blamed for damaging standing crops and attacking people. The loss of the vegetation
they feed on following the
destruction of their habitats
through encroachment by
expanding human settlements, roads and industries,
as well as droughts and forest fires, has driven them to
agricultural fields for food.
Humans do not realise
that their own predatory
exploitation of nature is
increasing areas of humananimal conflict and making
non-human species extinct at
the rate of 3,000 a year. In this
process, they are also destroying the environment and the
conditions that have made
human life possible. They
need to realise that they are
not the lords of the universe
and must live in harmony
with the world around them,
including plants and animals.
The
Greek
sophist
Protagoras’ famous aphorism
“Man is the measure of all
things” needs to be amended
to read, “Humans are the
preservers and protectors of
all things.”
(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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IWHUDJDSRIQHDUO\VL[PRQWKV$EDNDVK1D\DNDVHD
VRQHG 3DWWDFKLWUD DUWLVW RI 5DJKXUDMSXU WKH QDWLRQDOO\
DFFODLPHGKHULWDJHYLOODJHLQ2GLVKD·V3XULGLVWULFWKDVSLFNHG
XSKLVEUXVKEXWWKLVWLPHWRSDLQWRQWKHZDOOVRIKLVKRXVH+H
LVSDLQWLQJ/RUG*DQHVKRQRQHZDOODQG$UGKDQDULVZDUD DWUDGL
WLRQDOIRUPRI/RUG6KLYDDQG3DUEDWL RQDQRWKHU´,DPKDSS\OLNH
WKHUHVWRIWKHDUWLVWVRI5DJKXUDMSXUYLOODJHWKDWZHDUHEHLQJDVNHG
WRSDLQWPXUDOVWRGHFRUDWHWKHZDOOVRIRXUKRXVHV2QFHWKHORFN
GRZQZLOOHDVHDQGWRXULVWVZLOOVWDUWUHWXUQLQJWRRXUYLOODJHWKH\
ZLOOZLWQHVVWKHIUHVKORRNRIWKHYLOODJHµKHVDLG7KHDUWLVWVRI
WKLVYLOODJHKDYHEHHQVLWWLQJLGOHZLWKQRZRUNDWKDQGVLQFH0DUFK
ODVW\HDUDIWHUWKHQDWLRQZLGHORFNGRZQZDVDQQRXQFHG5HFHQWO\
WKH6WDWHJRYHUQPHQWGHFODUHGILQDQFLDODVVLVWDQFHRICWR
HDFKRIWKHRGGIDPLOLHVWRGHFRUDWHWKHZDOOVRIWKHLUKRXV
HVZLWK3DWWDSDLQWLQJVEULQJLQJVPLOHVWRWKHLUIDFHV,Q5DJKXUDMSXU

FUDIWVYLOODJHDOPRVWDOOIDPLO\PHPEHUVDUHLQYROYHGLQ3DWWDSDLQW
LQJVFXOSWXUHZRUNDQGSDSHUPDVNV3DWWDSDLQWLQJVDUHPDGH
RQDSLHFHRIFORWKNQRZQDV3DWWDRURQDGULHGSDOPOHDIZKLFK
LVILUVWFRYHUHGZLWKDPL[WXUHRIJXPDQGFKDON2YHUWKHSUHSDUHG
VXUIDFHFRORXUIXODQGLQWULFDWHSLFWXUHVRIJRGVDQGJRGGHVVHV
DQGVFHQHVIURPP\WKRORJLFDOVFULSWXUHVDUHSDLQWHG7KHYLOODJH
VDZQRWRXULVWVDIWHU0DUFK,Q1RYHPEHUVRPHWRXULVWVVWDUW
HG YLVLWLQJ EXW WKH VHFRQG ZDYH RI WKH &RYLG SDQGHPLF LQ
)HEUXDU\ VSUHDG DPRQJ WKH DUWLVWV %DQDPDOL 0DKDUDQD D
6KLOSLJXUXDZDUGHHUHFDOOVWKHWLPHVZKHQYLVLWRUVFRXOGVHHDOO
WKHIDPLO\PHPEHUVGRLQJDUWZRUNVLWWLQJRQWKHSRUFKRIWKHLUKRXV
HV´:HDUHDUWLVWV«+RZDUHZHVXSSRVHGWRSLFNXSVSDGHOHDY
LQJSDLQWDQGEUXVK"µ
7KHPDOHPHPEHUVPDLQO\GRWKHSDLQWLQJZRUNZKLOHZRPHQ
SUHSDUHWUDGLWLRQDOFRORXUVWKHEDVHRIWKHSDSHUPDVNDQGRWKHU
DGGLWLRQDOZRUN6RPHZRPHQKDYHDOVRVWDUWHG3DWWDSDLQWLQJV
(DUOLHUWKH\ZRXOGHDUQEHWZHHQCDQGCSHUPRQWK
:LWKRYHUVHDVEX\HUVWKH\ZRXOGHDUQDOLWWOHPRUH1RZLQFRPHV
KDYHGUDVWLFDOO\GURSSHG,QLWLDOO\WKH\PDQDJHGWRPDNHHQGVPHHW
WKURXJKORDQVEXWPRQH\OHQGHUVKDYHQRZVWRSSHGJLYLQJWKHP
PRQH\$IHZ´NLQGKHDUWHGµDUWORYHUVKHOSWKHPRXWILQDQFLDOO\
,Q&\FORQH)DQLGHYDVWDWHGWKLVDUWLVDQV·YLOODJH$OOWKHDUW
ZRUNZHUHGDPDJHG:KHQWKH\EHJDQWRUHVWDUWWKHLUDUWWKHFRUR
QDYLUXVVWUXFN6RPHVWDUWHGVHOOLQJYHJHWDEOHVVRPHRSHQHG´SDDQµ
VKRSVRUVWDUWHGZRUNLQJDVGDLO\ZDJHODERXUHUV%XWWKHVHFRQG
ZDYHSXWSDLGWRWKHVHHIIRUWVWRR9LOODJHUVDUHDWSUHVHQWJHWWLQJ
YDFFLQDWHGWRILJKWWKHYLUXV´2QFHXQORFNKDSSHQVWKHWRXULVWV
ZLOOVWDUWFRPLQJWRRXUYLOODJHDJDLQ2XUYDFFLQDWLRQZLOOVHQGD
PHVVDJHRIUHDVVXUDQFHWRWKHVHWRXULVWVµVDLGYLOODJHU-LWHQGUD
ZKREHOLHYHVWKDWWKHJRYHUQPHQWVKRXOGDOVRDUUDQJHDYDFFLQD
WLRQGULYHIRUWKHDUWLVWV5DJKXUDMSXULVQRZSUHSDULQJWRZHOFRPH
WRXULVWVZLWKPXUDOVRQZDOOV7KH'HSDUWPHQWRI/DQJXDJH/LWHUDWXUH
DQG&XOWXUHLQDVVRFLDWLRQZLWK2GLVKD/DOLW.DOD$NDGHPLKDVFRPH
XSZLWKDQLQQRYDWLYHLGHDWRHQFRXUDJHDQGVXSSRUWWKHDUWLVWV
(DFKIDPLO\ZLOOUHFHLYHCDVILQDQFLDODVVLVWDQFHZKLOHWKH
EHVWILYHZLOOEHDZDUGHGDIWHUEHLQJVHOHFWHGE\DVSHFLDOFRP
PLWWHH0HDQZKLOHWKH\RXQJHUJHQHUDWLRQLVH[SORULQJVHOOLQJWKH
DUWZRUNRQOLQH0DQ\KDYHDOVRVKLIWHGWRWKHYLUWXDOPRGHWRWHDFK
3DWWDFKLWUDPDNLQJRQOLQH7KH\ZDQWWKHJRYHUQPHQWWRWUDLQWKHP
DQGDUUDQJHIRUDSODWIRUPWRVHOOWKHLUSURGXFWVWRHFRPPHUFH
FRPSDQLHV
7KHZULWHULVDQLQGHSHQGHQWMRXUQDOLVWIURP2GLVKD7KHYLHZV
H[SUHVVHGDUHSHUVRQDO

O

n the very same day that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi effected a massive reconstitution of
his council of ministers, India
got in the shock in the form of a French
court freezing residential properties
belonging to the Indian government in
Paris following a retrospective tax dispute
with British power and energy giant Cairn
Energy.
The decision will impact 20 properties valued at Euro 20 million (C177
crore), as part of a guarantee of the debt
owed to Cairn that exited India a few
years ago. The company with a market
capitalisation of £755 million (about
C7,800 crore) - has filed cases in several
countries to pursue the unpaid international arbitration award of $1.7 billion
(C12,750 crore). The company also filed
cases in New York, seeking judicial confirmation that Air India can be classed as
the alter ego of the Indian state and thereby jointly liable for the arbitral award.
The French court decision is unfortunate as it is feared it can start a new
diplomatic conflict and it also impinges
on the sovereignty of the country. It might
create an image that India can be taken
lightly by MNCs and other private players.
And that is what exactly happened. A
case similar to Cairn is that of Devas
Multimedia, floated by ex-ISRO executives. It had entered into a deal with
ISRO's Antrix Corp. and the National
Company Law Tribunal said the 2005
spectrum lease deal was fraudulent.
Deutsche Telekom later picked up its
stake.
Devas moved an arbitration tribunal
saying that its multi-million-dollar investments lost value because of the annulment. In 2020 the tribunal awarded
Devas $1.2 billion. It is now seeking payment from India (now stayed by Supreme
Court) in a New York court, asking Air
India to pay the amount or forfeit its property, including planes, cargo handling,
equipment, and artwork.
In both cases, the authorities in India
bungled in pursuing the case. In the case
of Cairn and Devas, they moved the
courts in Germany and The Hague even
as the Indian arguments on jurisdiction
and criminality in two arbitrations under
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) under
India-Mauritius and India-Germany
agreements were lost.
Cairn and Devas have chosen flagship
Air India planes and its prime property
as a pressure tactic to force India into payment negotiations. Trying to seize planes
or property to realise unpaid dues may be
an extreme tactic but there are precedents.
Aircraft are valuable, mobile, and relatively easy to sell. A few years ago, US hedge
fund Elliott Capital Management seized
an Argentine naval vessel to collect on
bonds on which the country defaulted in
2001.
The Cairn matter is one of the irrational tax system. The company is in dis-
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(The writer is a senior
journalist. The views
expressed are personal.)

pute with the government over a
2014 retrospective tax demand.
The income-tax department seized
a 10 per cent stake in Indian operations that Cairn was trying to sell.
After a long dispute, it went for
international arbitration and Cairn
won the $ 1.7 billion award.
The issue of high taxation, as
recently mentioned by President
Ramnath Kovind, retrospective
tax, and confusion on predating
taxes is an unresolved quagmire.
There is an OECD move to have
a global minimum tax on corporates at 15 per cent or higher. The
UPA government introduced the
controversial retrospective tax in
March 2012. The NDA II was
expected to correct it after 2014 but
the bureaucratic system continued
with the supposed oddity.
The Supreme Court of India
on January 20, 2012 ruled in
favour of Vodafone overturning a
2010 decision of the Bombay High
Court which ruled that Vodafone
was liable to retrospectively pay $2
billion income-tax because Indian
capital gains taxes (CGT) applied
on the share transfers between two
non-resident entities.
But the smitten tax officials
took a different route to circumvent the SC ruling with the introduction of the retrospective tax in
March 2012, allowing the government to levy CGT — a move that
was piloted by former finance
minister Pranab Mukherjee in
2012.
In March 2018 the then
finance minister, the late Arun
Jaitley, said that the decision to tax
Vodafone retrospectively by UPA
was erroneous and also that the
“present government will not be
going down that path”. On July 18,

2014, he had said that India would
not levy any tax with a retrospective effect that creates an additional burden. But Jaitley made no
move to repeal the 2011 law.
The statements of Jaitley and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pledging not to use retrospective
taxation to overturn on Cairn
Energy were used by a threemember tribunal at the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague
on December 20, 2020, to rule that
the 2006 reorganisation of Cairn
Energy’s India business before
listing on local bourses was not
“unlawful tax avoidance” and
ordered the tax authorities to drop
the tax demand. This did not happen due to bureaucratic audacity.
Cairn has moved for implementation of the arbitration award
in several jurisdictions on different continents, including the US,
the UK, Canada, Singapore,
Mauritius, France, and the
Netherlands as the company
intends to focus on high-value
assets. Cairn has submitted
detailed series of proposals to the
Indian government for settlement
of the case. The NDA government
is now opposing its stand apparently under pressure of officials.
It rattles India. Would the
country lose its flagship aircraft
carrier and other prime assets?
Technically it maya be so but
authorities say that they are yet to
receive a notice or communication
from the French court and the government would vigorously defend
its case. It translates into more litigations as well as negotiations.
Director of Cairn’s corporate communication David Nisbet says that
the company is keen on an agreed
settlement with India and keep the

trust of its shareholders.
So, it has identified $70-billion
worth of Indian assets to retrieve
the $1.7 billion award. However, an
international company knows that
while it is important to contest
governments, it also needs their
goodwill to be in business.
The government is also in
negotiations since January 2021,
even before the present French
order was flashed. It may give
Cairn Energy one of the surrendered oilfields — Ratna R-series —
in the Arabian Sea that was taken
away from Essar-Premier Oil in
2016 instead of an arbitration
payment. Cairn had spudded the
biggest inland oil wells in Barmer,
indicated in a survey by NGRI. It
exited the country after it was
given C10247 crore retro-tax
demand. Apparently, the government wants that the biggest oil
company with one of the lowest
operational costs come back to
India to shore up its image as also
create a show window for the international investors.
It is also looking at the other
option of giving it the Barmer oilfield. Vedanta, which now operates
the field, has so far has not agreed
to the government conditions for
extending its contract. Under
Vedanta, Rajasthan oilfields have
seen a steady decline in output.
Cairn has protested against the
high $9 cess per barrel on the oil
produced.
The bureaucrats had the issues
mired in a web. A political decision
to annul retro-tax under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi can
ensure that a Cairn, Vodafone,
Devas, or Vedanta is not repeated
and bureaucrats do not muddy the
waters.
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A

gricultural and allied
activities continue to
be the backbone of the
Indian economysupportingthe livelihood of 60 per
cent of the population andcontributing 1/6th of GDP. It
used to account formore than
half of GDP in 1951.
Half of the arable area continues to depend on the monsoon for irrigation. The proportion of gross irrigated area to
total cropped area could
increase from 31 per cent in
1984-85 to only 45 per cent, as
per the agriculture census of
2010-11.The total operated
area under agriculture
decreased from 16 crore
hectares in 2010-11 to 15.8
crore hectares in 2015-16.
With succession not based
on primogeniture, population
explosion has resulted in frag-
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(The writer is former Special
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, GOI. The views
expressed are personal.)

mentation of landholdings.
Total operational holdings
increased from 13.8 crore in
2010-11 to 14.6 crore in 201516. The average size of an
operational holding declined to
1.08 hectares in 2015-16 from
1.15 hectares in 2010-11.
Small and marginal farmers suffer from the absence of
economies of scale, access to
information, and their inability to participate in the price
discovery mechanism. Their
participation is restricted by
poor vertical and horizontal
linkages, limited access to the
market, and poor information
flow along the value chain.
The challenge now is to optimize benefits through effective and efficient means of
aggregation models.
Farmer aggregation
assumes significance due to

the shift of Indian agriculture
towards high-value commodities as a result of the
growing importance of the
agri-food market caused by
liberalization, globalization,
improved purchasing power,
demand for safe and quality
food, and expansion of niche
markets.
Integrating small farmers
with agricultural markets is a
big challenge. Many forms of
farmer producer organizations
have been experimented with
like cooperatives, self-help

groups, Farmer Producer
Companies, and commodity
interest groups to aggregate
farmers to help them benefit
from economies of scale and to
link them to the markets.
Contract farming and
direct marketing are other institutional interventions that can
be undertaken by organised
groups of farmers. I have come
across even Whatsapp groups
being used to connect farmers
and consumers, bypassing middlemen and getting better
pricesfor farmers. A Farmer
Producer Company (FPC)
seems to be the most useful for
the aggregation of small farmers. The FPCs offer more benefits compared to other formats
of aggregation. Its members are
able to leverage their collective
strength and bargaining power
to access financial and non-

financial inputs and services
and appropriate technologies
leading to a reduction in transaction costs. They can tap highvalue markets and enter into
partnerships with private entities on equitable terms.
The performance of cooperatives has been generally
poor with the exception of
cooperative sugar factories
and dairy cooperatives in
Maharashtra and Gujarat.
Amalsad cooperative Society
for sapota and farming cooperative Gambhira in Gujarat,
MAHAGRAPES
in
Maharashtra, HOPCOMS
and CAMPCO in Karnataka,
Mulkanoor womens’ cooperative groups in combined
Andhra Pradesh, etc., have
performed well. These successful models could not be
emulated else where in the

country. In Budget 201920,the
government
announced new central sector
schemes to facilitate the formation and promotion of
10,000 new Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) and
handholding of each FPO for
five years from its aggregation
and formation.
Rainfall deficit, unseasonal rains, floods are natural and continuing risks.
Agricultural production has
increased but productivity is
generally lower than international benchmarks. Wateruse efficiency is particularly
low. Some progressive farmers are de-risking themselves
by diversifying their produce.
However, many relatively
well-off farmers continue with
water-guzzling crops like rice
and sugarcane in water-defi-

cient regions. How to incentivize farmers to move away
from the over-production of
cereals (particularly rice and
wheat)? How to go about
agricultural diversification to
boost oilseeds, protein, and
fruits/vegetable production?
These are policy challenges.
Rejuvenation of our agricultural sector needs appropriate diversification and
value-addition and loosening
of outdated controls on agricultural markets. It is hoped
that protests against the farm
laws -misguided or mischievous or partly both - abate
soon and a sensible farmer
leadership works on connecting farmers with FPOs.
Farmers' apprehensions about
the entry of big corporates can
be addressed if they become
members of the FPOs.
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he Taliban say they don’t
want to monopolise power,
T
but they insist there won’t be
peace in Afghanistan until there
is a new negotiated government
in Kabul and President Ashraf
Ghani is removed.
In an interview with The
Associated Press, Taliban
spokesman, Suhail Shaheen,
who is also a member of the
group’s negotiating team, laid
out the insurgents’ stance on
what should come next in a
country on the precipice.
The Taliban have swiftly
captured territory in recent
weeks, seized strategic border
crossings and are threatening a
number of provincial capitals,
as the last US and NATO soldiers leave Afghanistan.
This week, the top US military officer, Gen. Mark Milley,

told a Pentagon press conference
that the Taliban have “strategic
momentum,” and he did not rule
out a complete Taliban takeover.
But he said it is not inevitable.
“I don’t think the end game is yet
written,” he said.
Memories of the Taliban’s
last time in power some 20 years
ago, when they enforced a harsh
brand of Islam that denied girls
an education and barred women
from work, have stoked fears of
their return among many.
Afghans who can afford it
are applying by the thousands
for visas to leave Afghanistan,
fearing a violent descent into
chaos. The US-NATO withdrawal is more than 95 per cent
complete and due to be finished by Aug. 31.
Shaheen said the Taliban
will lay down their weapons
when a negotiated government
acceptable to all sides in the

86FDUULHGRXWDLUVWULNHV
LQ$IJKDQLVWDQ3HQWDJRQ
Washington: The US carried
out
airstrikes
across
Afghanistan in the last several days as part of an effort to
support the Afghan security
forces fighting Taliban insurgents, the Pentagon has said.
The news of US airstrikes
in Afghanistan came a day
after America’s most senior
military officer admitted that
the Taliban had gained “strategic momentum,” with their
forces now controlling about
half of Afghanistan’s more
than 400 district centres.
The Pentagon, however,
refrained from giving any
specifics of its airstrikes in
Afghanistan.
“Without speaking to
specifics, I can say that in the
last several days, we have acted
through airstrikes to support
the ANDSF (Afghan National
Defense and Security Forces)
but I won’t get into tactical
details of those strikes,”
Pentagon Press Secretary John
Kirby told reporters at a news
conference here.
“But we continue to be
able to and we continue to, as
the Secretary said yesterday,
conduct airstrikes in support
of the ANDSF,” he said.

The commander of US
forces in the region, Central
Command’s General Kenneth
“Frank” McKenzie, would
retain the authority to call for
airstrikes in support of Afghan
forces until the US withdrawal from Afghanistan was complete. According to a defence
official, the US military has
carried out approximately six
or seven strikes in the past 30
days, mostly using drones to
launch the strikes, CNN
reported.
A US defence official on
Thursday said that the strikes
targeted “captured military
equipment that the Taliban
[were] able to seize from the
ANDSF,” the Voice of America
reported.
“There were enemy forces,
enemy personnel targeted”
alongside the captured equipment, the official added,
speaking on the condition of
anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the information. The Taliban in recent
days swept across Afghanistan,
pushing back the Afghan military and taking over significant swaths of territory as the
US nears the ends of its withdrawal.
PTI

conflict is installed in Kabul and
Ghani’s government is gone.
“I want to make it clear that
we do not believe in the
monopoly of power because
any governments who (sought)
to monopolise power in
Afghanistan in the past, were
not successful governments,”
said Shaheen, apparently
including the Taliban’s own
five-year rule in that assessment. “So we do not want to
repeat that same formula.”
But he was also uncompromising on the continued
rule of Ghani, calling him a war
monger and accusing him of
using his Tuesday speech on
the Islamic holy day of Eid-alAdha to promise an offensive
against the Taliban.
Shaheen dismissed Ghani’s
right to govern, resurrecting
allegations of widespread fraud
that surrounded Ghani’s 2019
election win. After that vote, both
Ghani and his rival Abdullah
Abdullah declared themselves
president. After a compromise
deal, Abdullah is now No 2 in the
government and heads the reconciliation council.
Ghani has often said he will
remain in office until new
elections can determine the
next government. His critics —
including ones outside the
Taliban — accuse him of seeking only to keep power, causing splits among government
supporters.
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risoners inside Myanmar’s
P
most notorious jail held a
protest Friday, singing popular
songs opposing the military
government and chanting
political slogans, according to
nearby residents and to video
uploaded to social media.
One video showed a street
close to Insein Prison in
Yangon with clear audio of
voices shouting support for
ousted leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and ousted President Win
Myint.
According to a lawyer representing some of those
detained, the prisoners were
demanding the release of all
those held on political charges,
an easing of prison regulations
and medical treatment for
those who have fallen sick
amid spiralling cases of the

U

K health officials on Friday
issued a warning of an
increased risk of catching the
Delta variant even if someone
has had Covid-19 before and
urged caution as further investigations remain ongoing.
Public Health England
(PHE), which monitors all
variants of concern (VOC) in
the country on a weekly basis,
found the Delta VOC cases
have risen by 33,716 since last
week to a total of 286,765 and
continues to account for
approximately 99 per cent of
coronavirus cases across the
UK. It also revealed that 897
cases out of 68,688 infections of

nfazed by Republican
threats of a boycott, House
U
Speaker Nancy Pelosi declared

Thursday that a congressional
committee investigating the
Jan 6 Capitol insurrection will
take on its “deadly serious”
work whether Republicans participate or not.
The Republicans’ House
leader, Kevin McCarthy, called
the committee a “sham process”
and suggested that GOP lawmakers who take part could
face consequences.
McCarthy said Pelosi’s
rejection of two of the
Republicans he had attempted
to appoint was an “egregious
abuse of power.”
The escalating tension
between the two parties —
before the investigation has
even started — is emblematic
of the raw partisan anger that
has only worsened on Capitol
Hill since former President
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ran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Friday said he understands
protesters’ anger over a drought
in the country’s southwest, as
a fourth death related to ongoing demonstrations there was
reported.
The remark, reported by
state television, was the first
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coronavirus. The lawyer asked
not to be named due to the sensitivity of his position. He said
he believed talks were underway. A resident, who asked not
to be named out of fear of possible repercussions, told The
Associated Press by phone that
she cried when she heard the
chants, which lasted for around
two hours.
Prison authorities did not
respond to a request for comment. Witnesses said military
vehicles entered the compound
and soldiers were stationed
outside.
Myanmar is currently reeling from soaring numbers of
Covid-19 cases and deaths that
are badly straining the country’s medical infrastructure,
already weakened when many
state medical workers went on
strike to protest the army’s
seizure of power.

the Delta variant – first identified in India – recorded in an
11-week period from April to
June were possible reinfections.
“The Delta risk assessment
has been updated to reflect
early signs of increased risk of
reinfection with Delta compared to Alpha [variant previously dominant in the UK],”
the PHE said.
“National surveillance
analysis, adjusted for different
variables including age and
vaccination, shows a preliminary signal of increased risk of
reinfection with Delta compared to Alpha. Further investigations are being undertaken,”
it noted.

Donald Trump’s supporters
laid siege to the Capitol and
interrupted the certification of
President Joe Biden’s victory.
With most Republicans
still loyal to Trump, and many
downplaying the severity of the
violent attack, there is little
bipartisan unity to be found.
McCarthy said Wednesday
that he would withdraw the
names of all five Republicans he
had appointed after Pelosi
rejected two of them, Reps. Jim
Banks of Indiana and Jim
Jordan of Ohio. Pelosi made
clear on Thursday that she
won’t relent, and Democrats
mulled filling the empty seats
themselves.
“It is my responsibility as
the speaker of the House to
make sure we get to the truth
of this, and we will not let their
antics stand in the way of that,”
Pelosi said of the Republicans.
It is unclear, for now,
whether Pelosi will try to appoint
more members to the select
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Beijing: Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi will hold talks with his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
to discuss several bilateral
issues, including progress of a
joint probe and increasing
security for thousands of
Chinese workers after a blast in
a bus in northwest Pakistan
killed nine Chinese engineers
and jolted the ties between the
two all-weather allies.
Qureshi, who is due to arrive

direct comment on the protests
by Khamenei since they began
in the Khuzestan region a week
ago. Semiofficial news agency
Fars reported a man was killed
by shotgun fire in street violence in the nearby city of
Aligoudarz, which police
blamed on “counterrevolutionary elements.”
“People showed their discontent, but we cannot have any

complaint since the issue of
water in the hot climate of
Khuzestan is not a minor issue,”
Khamenei was quoted as saying. He accused Iran’s enemies
of trying to exploit the situation.
He praised the people of
the region for their loyalty and
efforts during the devastating
war against Iraq in the 1980’s,
adding that “the people should
not face problems” anymore.
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Istanbul: A boat carrying 45
migrants has sunk in the southeastern Aegean Sea and rescue
units were deployed, Turkey’s
defense ministry said Friday.
The ministry tweeted that
the boat capsized about 60
miles (nearly 100 kilometers)
south of the Greek island of
Karpathos. It said two ships
and one plane was involved in
the rescue attempt.
Migrants have tried to
cross the Aegean Sea from
Turkey to Greece in the hopes
of starting new lives in Europe.
The journey is a deadly one. AP
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he UN Security Council
has rejected a resolution
T
put forward by Russia and
China that would have immediately stripped the powers of
the international high representative overseeing implementation of the 1995 peace
agreement that ended the devastating war in Bosnia, and
eliminated the position entirely in one year.
The draft resolution failed
to get the minimum nine “yes”
votes for adoption on

panel, as she has the authority to
do under committee rules. She
left open that possibility, saying
that there are other members
who would like to participate.
But she said she hadn’t decided
whether to appoint Illinois Rep.
Adam Kinzinger, one of only two
Republicans who voted in support of creating the panel last
month.
The other, Wyoming Rep.
Liz Cheney, has already been
appointed by Pelosi to sit on the
committee along with seven
Democrats — ensuring they
have a quorum to proceed,
whether other Republicans participate or not.
Cheney praised Kinzinger,
saying he would be a “tremendous addition” to the panel.
Several Democrats on the panel
also seemed to support the
idea, with Chairman Bennie
Thompson of Mississippi saying the military veteran is a “the
kind of person we’d want to
have.”

Thursday. The vote was 2-0,
with only Russia and China
voting “yes” and the 13 other
council members abstaining.
The rejected resolution said
the powers given to the high representative at a conference on
implementing the Dayton peace
agreement in 1997 “are no longer
required given the progress
achieved by the Bosnian parties”.
It supported the appointment of
High Representative Christian
Schmidt of Germany “until July
31, 2022, with closure of the
Office
of
the
High
Representative”.

on Friday night for the two-day
visit, will hold talks with Wang
in western China’s Chengdu city,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said.
China rushed a special
team to Pakistan to probe the
July 14 blast in a shuttle bus at
Dasu area of Upper Kohistan
district of the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province where
a Chinese company is building
a 4320-MW dam on the Indus
river.
PTI
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Lahore: A Pakistani man was
hospitalised after his nose and
ears were chopped off with a
knife for allegedly having an
affair with a married woman in
the country’s Punjab province.
The incident took place on
Thursday in the village of
Muzffarghar. According to
police, Abdul Qayum suspected that Muhammad Akram of
his village had an affair with his
wife.
“On Thursday, Qayum,
along with his other accomplices, intercepted Akram on
his way to home and took him
to a deserted place where they
cut off his nose and ears with
a knife and left him in a critical condition,” police said. PTI
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upreme Court on Friday
dismissed the petition of
Stelecom
majors Airtel and
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he Sensex and Nifty mustered gains for the second
T
straight session on Friday,
propped up by banking, FMCG
and pharma stocks, but closed
lower for the week as the surging Delta variant cases sapped
risk appetite globally.
Overcoming a choppy
start, the 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 138.59 points or 0.26 per
cent higher at 52,975.80.
On similar lines, the broader NSE Nifty advanced 32
points or 0.20 per cent to finish at 15,856.05.
ICICI Bank topped the
Sensex gainers’ chart with a
jump of 3.18 per cent ahead of
its results on Saturday. ITC,
SBI, HCL Tech, Axis Bank,
Bajaj Finserv, Tech Mahindra
and Sun Pharma were among
the other winners, advancing
up to 2.56 per cent.
On the other hand, L&T,
HUL, Reliance Industries,
NTPC, Asian Paints and
HDFC Bank were the prominent losers, dropping up to 1.80
per cent.
During the week, the
Sensex declined 164.26 points
or 0.30 per cent, while the Nifty
slipped 67.35 points or 0.42 per
cent.
“The markets today witnessed a bumper listing of one
of the most awaited IPOs in

recent history, Zomato. The
exuberance though was not
broad based, the market
breadth remained negative for
the day. The weekly trend too
remained marginally negative
as all the major market cap
based broader indices closed
marginally in the negative for
the week.
“The strong show of IT
stocks continued whereas slippages in reported asset quality
and expectations of rising NPA
risks dragged down the banking stocks. The expected rise in

NPAs may have broader market implications as it exposes
the pandemic-caused vulnerability of both household as
well as corporate balance
sheets,” said Joseph Thomas,
Head of Research at Emkay
Wealth Management.
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said, “Domestic
indices continued to advance
ahead tracking rising global
risk appetite and higher domestic inflows from local investors.”

Ad_TT_PaTb
TPa[h[^bbTbc^
R[^bT%_PXbTd_
PVPX]bcDB3

6^[SR[X\Qb
C!$%*bX[eTa
Yd\_bC%%!

>eTa "&Ra^aT
T]a^[[TSd]STa?<
bZX[[STeT[^_\T]c
bRWT\T
?C8Q =4F34;78

CTgcX[T<X]XbcahX]
_a^RTbb^U^QcPX]X]V
2PQX]Tc]^SU^a
<8CA0bRWT\T
?C8Q =4F34;78

he textile Ministry is in the
he Government on Friday Tprocess of obtaining
said that under the Pradhan approval of the Union Cabinet
T
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana, for the proposed Mega

Vodafone-Idea for re-computation of dues, claiming errors
in Adjusted Gross Revenue
(AGR) calculation. Airtel owes
due of C8,000 crore and
Vodafone-Idea owe C58,000
crore to Department of
Telecom. In the petition, Airtel
claimed only C18,000 crore
and Vodafone-Idea claimed
C25,000 seeking re-computation.
“All the miscellaneous
applications are dismissed,” a
bench headed by Justice L
Nageswara Rao said while pronouncing the order. Shares of
cash-strapped Vodafone Idea
plunged as much as 10% to C
8.10 per share post the verdict
that came as a setback for the
telcos, whereas that of Bharti
Airtel was trading over 1%
higher at ?552 on the BSE.
Under invoicing of Telecom
companies were caught by
CAG in 2011 during their
audit on 2G Scam. As per the
licensing agreement on every
call certain portion (Adjusted
Gross Revenue - AGR) of the
bill, the companies have to

share with Government. The
telecom companies went up to
Supreme Court against CAG
auditing of their revenue and
lost the case.
After the 2016 CAG report
finding huge under invoicing
and DoT issued notice to all
companies to pay a total of
C1.45 lakh crores. Supreme
Court Bench headed Justice
Arun Mishra also ratified the
Government’s claim in October
2019 and ordered companies to
start paying immediately, citing
that this money was collected
telecos from public already
per call.
Later Government
informed Supreme Court that
20 year installment can be
given to the companies. In
September 2020, Justice

Mishra’s Bench allowed 10
years installment starting from
March 2021. The bench had
asked the Managing Directors
(MDs) or Chief Executive
Officer (CEOs) of the telcos
concerned to furnish undertaking or personal guarantee
for payment of dues.
After getting 10 year
installment, biggest defaulters
Vodafone-Idea and Airtel
approached Supreme Court
seeking re-computation of their
dues, claiming errors in DoT’s
calculations.
The apex court on Friday
had held that demand raised by
the DoT in respect of AGR
dues will be final and said there
shall be no dispute raised by the
telcos and that there shall not
be any re-assessment.
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New Delhi:The Supreme Court
Friday held that the consent of
regulator Sebi is not mandatory for compounding offences
under section 24A of the Sebi
Act but taking views of the
expert body is necessary for
stability in the securities market as well as investor protection.
A bench headed by Justice
D Y Chandrachud said though
Sebi is not conferred with any
authority to veto a decision for
proceeding in trial offences, it
is a regulatory and prosecuting
agency and the Securities
Appellate Tribunal and the
courts must obtain its views
since it is an expert body. The
bench said it is clear that Sebi’s
consent cannot be mandatory
before or the Court before
which the proceeding is pending, for exercising the power of
compounding under Section
24A. The apex court, which
elucidated some guidelines that
T or such courts must take into
account while adjudicating an
application under Section 24A,
said however that eliciting of
views of Sebi was necessary in
the interest of the stability of
the securities market and protection of investors.
The bench, also comprising Justice M R Shah, said the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) has vital functions to discharge in maintaining an orderly and stable
market so as to protect the
interests of investors.
PTI
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s many as 792 projects out
of 818 have been approved
A
for setting up food processing
industries by the private sector,
with approved grants-in-aid
of C5,792 crore so far, the
Government
informed
Parliament on Friday.
“Government has been
consistently encouraging and
incentivising increased private
sector investment for the overall development of the food
processing sector of the country to promote value addition
in agricultural and allied sectors and reduce wastage,”
Minister of the State for Food
Processing Industries Prahlad
Singh Patel said.
The minister in a written
reply to as Rajya Sabha also said
the Government has recently
taken three major initiatives in
order to further increase private sector participation in the
sector. Firstly, the Government
has approved a Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
for the food processing sector
with an outlay of C10,900 crore
to support the creation of global food manufacturing champions and support Indian
brands of food products in
international markets.

New Delhi:Yes Bank on Friday
reported an over four-fold
jump in net profit at C207
crore for the quarter ended
June 2021. The bank said this
was its highest net profit since
December 2018. It had posted a net profit of C45 crore in
the same quarter of the previous fiscal year. Total income
during Q1 FY22, however, was
down at C 5,581.84 crore as
against C 6,106.74 crore in Q1
FY21, Yes Bank said in a regulatory filing. Compared
sequentially, it was higher from
C4,805.30 crore in the quarter
ended March 2021. The private
sector lender said its corporate
recoveries /resolutions during
the quarter at C1,643 crore
outpaced the slippages of C
1,258 crore. New business generation continued for the quarter with retail disbursements of
C5,006 crore, SME disbursements of C3,242 crore and
wholesale banking disbursements of C3,625 crore, it said.
On the asset quality front, the
bank pared its bad loans proportion with gross non-performing assets (NPAs) falling to
15.60 per cent of the gross
advances as of June 30, 2021,
from 17.30 per cent in the yearago period.
PTI
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ith the first quarter gross
tax mop-up reaching
C5.6 lakh crore, Icra Ratings on
Friday said the Government is
set to exceed the budgeted tax
collection target of C22.2 lakh
crore for 2021-22, led by indirect taxes.
The government has budgeted a modest 9.5 per cent
growth in tax collections at
C22.2 lakh crore for FY22, over
FY21 collections of C20.2 lakh
crore. However, despite the
second wave of the pandemic,
the April-June quarter tax collections rose to C5.6 lakh crore,
which is 39 per cent higher
than Q1 of FY20. As stated differently, this is 107 per cent
more than Q1 of FY21 and 25.1
per cent of the full-year target,
according to an analysis by Icra.
The first quarter is traditionally moderate for tax collection, as the economic activity remains tepid.
The revenue department is
yet to officially release tax collection data, but the finance
ministry informed the Lok
Sabha on July 19 that Q1 tax
revenue mop-up reached C5.6
lakh crore.

Mumbai:The rupee pared its
early losses to close 6 paise
higher at 74.40 against the US
dollar on Friday, rising for the
third session in a row on the
back of weak crude oil prices
and gains in the domestic
equities. A stronger dollar in
the overseas markets however weighed on the rupee sentiment. At the interbank forex
market, the domestic currency witnessed heavy volatility.
PTI

informed the House that the
excise duty on petrol and diesel
fetched C94,181 crore in Q1.
“Given that tax inflows in
Q1 were 39 per cent higher
than the pre-Covid level (of Q1
of FY20), we expect the gross
tax revenue to surpass FY22
budget estimate of C22.2 lakh
crore. Growth in tax mop-up is
led by indirect taxes, primarily taxes on petroleum products,” Icra chief economist Aditi
Nayar said.
According to her, Q1 collections at C5.6 trillion is 107
per cent higher than C2.7 lakh
crore in Q1 of FY21, when the
whole country was under lockdown last year.
“But more meaningfully,
this is a full 39 per cent more
than the pre-COVID level in
Q1 of FY20,” she said. She further said while corporation
tax, personal income tax and
Central GST receipts in Q1
stood at 21-22 per cent of the
budget estimates, excise and
customs collections already
crossed 30 per cent of the
budget estimate, boosted by the
high taxes on fuels as well as a
relatively faster recovery in
international trade.

New Delhi:Gold in the
national capital on Friday
rose C256 to C46,698 per 10
gram amid supportive global trends, according to HDFC
Securities.
The precious metal had
in the previous trade closed
at C46,442 per 10 grams.
Silver also jumped C 662
to C66,111 per kg, from C
65,449 per kg in the previous
trade.
PTI
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he country’s exports grew
45.13 per cent to USD
T
22.48 billion during July 1-21
on account of healthy growth
in sectors such as gems and
jewellery, petroleum and engineering, according to the provisional commerce ministry
data.
Imports also rose 64.82
per cent to USD 31.77 billion
in the said period, leaving a
trade deficit of USD 9.29 billion.
Exports of gems and jewellery, petroleum and engineering during July 1-21 stood
at USD 424.5 million, USD
923.33 million and USD 551. 4
million, respectively, the data
showed.
Imports of petroleum,
crude and products rose by
about 77.5 per cent to USD 1.16
billion.

1.37 crore candidates have
been enrolled and of them
1.29 crore candidates are
trained or oriented as of July 10.
Skill India Mission aims to
empower the Indian youth
through skill development.
Under this mission, the
Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship is implementing its flagship scheme
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (PMKVY).
PMKVY has two components - Short Term Training
and Recognition of Prior
Learning.
“Under PMKVY, as on
July 10, 2021, 1.37 crore candidates have been enrolled;
Out of which, 1.29 crore candidates are trained/oriented,”
Skill Development Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said in a
written reply to the Rajya
Sabha.
In a separate reply, he said
18,353 industrial units are
imparting apprenticeship training in the country, at present.

Investment Textiles Parks
(MITRA) scheme, under which
seven such parks will be set up
in the country over the next
three years, Parliament was
informed on Friday.
Minister of State for
Textiles Darshana Jardosh said
the scheme was announced in
Union Budget 2021-22.
“Ministry of Textiles is in
the process of obtaining
approval of the Cabinet for the
proposed scheme. Once, the
proposed scheme is approved
and modalities are finalized, the
details of location, government
funding structure etc. Will be
decided,” she said in a written
reply to the Lok Sabha. In a
separate reply, the minister
said during the pandemic, CCI
(Cotton Corporation of India)
procured 20.72 lakh bales valuing C5,615 crore from 4 lakh
cotton farmers.
However, during the entire
cotton season 2019-20, CCI
made a record procurement of
105.15 lakh bales (equivalent to
around 546.80 lakh quintal
kapas).
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ay Manjot Singh, and most of us
would be at sea. But say Lali, and
the audience would perk up
immediately as they recall the popular character that Manjot played in
Fukrey and Fukrey Returns. He
returned with Chutzpah, the web
series, which was released on SonyLIV
yesterday.
His entry in Bollywood is in
itself a filmy story. Before starring in
films such as Udaan and Student Of
The Year, Singh made his debut as the
boy who grows up be the super-chor
Lucky, in Oye Lucky! Lucky Oye!
Born in Delhi to a Sikh family, he went
to audition for Dibakar Banerjee’s film
without having ever acted before, even
in school plays. After the audition,
while the casting director rejected him
for the role of little Lucky, Dibakar
insisted, later saying, ‘Even though the
casting director wasn’t convinced, I
just put my foot down.’ It turned out
to be an incredible call, as Singh went
on to receive rave reviews for his performance in the film.
The actor, who was in Mumbai,
initiated the telephonic conversation
with the fair warning that as much as
he would like to divulge spoilers and
other details about Chutzpah, he
can’t. While the professional in him
would not share something he should
not but, the other part was that, he was
yet to watch the show. Naturally, what
he was able to talk about centred
around his experience. “For a major
portion of the shooting, which
wrapped up in January this year, I was
by myself on the set created for my
character. It took me some time to get
my head around the way we shot for
Chutzpah. You might be aware that the
series follows five stories, which are
interconnected by the internet. Most
of my bit involves me being by myself,
in front of my computer, in the set created for the show. From an outsider’s
perspective, I was really intrigued by
the trailer. While I am aware of the
finer details concerning the story
revolving around Rishi, my character
in the series, I cannot wait to watch
the whole thing as soon as it is
released,” shared Singh.
His account tickled our curiosity
and we asked him how strenuous was
the experience of shooting for something as unconventional as Chutzpah?
“I have been working in this industry
for over 12 years now and I believe this
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was the most challenging project
that has come my way. On the first day
of the shoot, I could not really understand the process that was underway;
you could very well say that I was clueless. I had a tough time dealing with
the fact that I did not get to interact
with my co-actors for a major chunk
of the production. For scenes
in the series, where I am
shown interacting with someone via my computer, their
lines were read to me and I
cannot explain how difficult
it is to respond to someone
else’s dialogue when they are
not around. The reactions
that come naturally, by
responding to someone else’s
dialogue, or before and after
your own dialogue had to be
consciously expressed. It was
extremely challenging to create
those reactions by way of imagination, and you would get tired of
counting the retakes we did," he
chuckled.
“All in all, production was a
painstaking process. But that is a part
and parcel of life. If you want something worth cherishing, you have to

2 4 ; 4 1  2 7 0 C

pour every ounce of your being into
it. I would say shooting for Chutzpah
was like climbing a mountain. With
time, I got used to it. From the second day, I got a hang of
the technicalities. I
was pretty nostalgic on the
last day of
the shoot. I
h a d
grown
attached
to the
house
(set) that
was created for me.
I had made
it my own. I
recall lying on
the bed at
the set
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enezualan actor Édgar
Ramírez wants people to
V
understand that although the
world is starting to come out of
the pandemic, the fight is not yet
over.
“Many families, including
mine, continue to be affected terribly. At this very moment I have
family members dying of COVID,
so it is very important that we
remain alert and attentive to
this global health hazard,” he
said in a remote interview
from Los Angeles.
While he did not specify which relatives he was
referring to or where they
were, he stressed the importance of avoiding fake
news, trusting science and getting
vaccinated.
“Remember
that our grandparents and our
parents defeated
polio and smallpox with vaccines and that it
is very important to be very
careful because
in times of fear
there is a lot of
misinformation.
We need to trust
science and follow
the recommendations and be very
responsible with the
way we handle information in times of fear
and uncertainty,”
Ramírez shared.
With White House
officials stating that

after we were done shooting my bits.
While another set alongside mine was
lit up, the lights were switched off on
mine and I remember feeling numb
thinking that since we are done with
the shoot, this will be the last
time I get to lie down on this
bed and this set will probably be dismantled tomorrow. I had grown extremely attached to the home
that was created for me
and I don’t remember
ever being this close to a
set, before,” Manjot ruminated.
When we ask him for
more information about his
character, Rishi, he
unabashedly obliges us. “He is
very naïve. Humble and down to
earth, he is under the misconception that just because he is a nice
person, everyone else is as
good and helpful as he is.
As the story progresses, little by little,
that perception
is corrected.
He realises that
the world bears
a stark contrast
to how he pictured it and it is a
coming of age experience for him to
understand that no
one, barring a few
exceptions, will support
you in this world. He
wants to bare his heart to
someone he likes but he
lacks chutzpah and hence he
has some trouble communicating his feelings. He goes on to
meet an online camgirl, Wild
Butterfly, portrayed by Elnaaz

anveer Brar recently joined the
R
Clubhouse app to be a part of the
Aman ki Asha campaign. In the
series, Brar talks about how India
and Pakistan share history, culture,
language, and cuisine and how food
has the power to blur the differences
between the two.
Brar shares details of the show
and how India and Pakistan have a
lot in common when it comes to
food culture.

Norouzi, who provides some abstract
guidance, of sorts. You have to witness
how he goes on to gain some chutzpah
which changes his life,” he expressed.
We ask Manjot for his take on the
internet, whether it is a curse or a boon,
and he said, “I think just about everything has its pros and cons. In moderation, everything is good. Frankly, I
feel that the advantages outweigh the
disadvantages. But those disadvantages
are potent and can ruin someone’s life.
Talking in particular about social
media, we all know what trolling is and
it has also been represented in the
show. Now, while at face value it
might be disregarded but it may result
in a chain reaction of sorts which may
lead to some serious consequences. I
believe that is partly why people subconsciously choose to not reveal their
real selves on social media. However,
once again, the advantages cannot be
ignored. We all have seen how the
internet proved to be a lifesaver for
scores of people against the backdrop
of the pandemic, earlier this year.”
He went on to highlight that the
series is something worth your while.
He laughed as he said, “I know everyone keeps raving on about how good
their show/film is but have you seen the
trailer? While it might seem somewhat
amusing, I would say Chutzpah is an
incredible social drama and the trailer serves as a wonderful teaser to what’s
in store for viewers. Well, while I
haven’t seen the series, I can vouch for
it since it is directed by Simarpreet
Singh sir and written by Mrighdeep
Singh Lamba, who also wrote Fukrey.
Additionally, the work done by the
DOPs, Amit Babbar and Gianni
Giannelli lent a Black Mirror-esque feel
to the trailer. Chaa jayega ye show, you
wait and watch.”
Manjot shared that he is just as
eagerly waiting for the third part of
Fukrey, but it all depends on the
impending third wave of the pandemic. “Just like the fans of the franchise,
we too are waiting for the film to get
a little better before we start working
on it. We believe we will start shooting sometime next year. Additionally,
I have another unnamed project which
might commence shooting before
Fukrey,” he disclosed, as we wrapped
up the conversation.
We just have one question for you.
Were you also watching Chutzpah
with Manjot Singh yesterday?
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eteran producer Anand
Pandit has put the release
V
of his much-anticipated film,
Chehre, starring Amitabh
Bachchan, on hold and says
most production houses would
like to wait for conducive circumstances before they release
potential blockbusters.
“The industry has a
tremendous amount of
resilience and patience and
we know that a pandemic is
not the right time to take
unnecessary risks. I am waiting
for the government’s directives regarding the opening of
theatres and then will take a
call as to when Chehre will be
released,” he says.
Pandit, who has worked to

speed up the vaccination drive
within the industry and helped
create oxygen centres across
Mumbai, is well aware of the
dangers posed by a possible
third wave of COVID-19. He
voices his thoughts, “At this
time, the more careful we are,
the better it will be for all concerned. Yes, the industry needs
to go back to work and it is
already doing that to some
extent but the exhibitors are an
important part of the ecosystem and till they can open theatres to full capacity, we cannot
say that we have truly turned
a corner. Hopefully, better
times are ahead and we can go
back to the movies the way we
once did, sooner than later.
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YTell us about your debut on

Clubhouse and being a part of
Aman ki Asha series?
It feels fantastic to debut on
Clubhouse, I think it’s a great platform. As a kid I’ve always been fascinated by audio media, having
grown up listening to a radio. The
power of audio has been a big driving force in my life and it’s good to
see audio coming back to the forefront again. So, yes, I am excited to
be a part of it.

continuously say what you are saying, do what you are passionate
about and keep finding newer ways
of being in touch with people who
want to be in touch with you.

YYour recent video, where you

vaccination
drives are
b e i n g
ramped up,
hospit a ls
in some
US states,
w h e r e
C OV I D 19 cases
are soaring, are
r unning
out of
s p a c e
because
of
the
delta variant, which
is ‘spreading
with incredible
efficiency.’
Ramírez
advised caution

against the spread of COVID-19
while promoting Disney’s upcoming film Jungle Cruise, in which he
plays the villainous Spanish conquistador Aguirre opposite
Dwayne Johnson and Emily Blunt.
Jungle Cruise, an adventure
film inspired by the iconic
Disneyland theme park ride of the
same name, opens on July 30 in
US theaters and on Disney+ with
premier access.
Ramírez said that being in this
film ‘means a lot’ to him because
he grew up watching Disney
movies. He also hinted at the possibility of a sequel or new franchise.
“It’s beautiful to be part of the
Disney universe in such an iconic movie which we'll hope
becomes the adventure saga of this
decade,” he shared.
0?

posted the recipe of Lahori malai
kofte, also spoke about the unity
that food builds between two different countries/cultures, how do
you connect yourself with different
cultures?
I’d say it’s serendipity that I put
up a recipe of Lahori malai kofta
when I did and spoke about Punjab
on both sides of the border, and then
Aman ki Asha came up. For me, as
a chef, and a food explorer, it’s
important to connect with culture as
much as with cuisine. Food doesn’t
stand alone. It has evolved and continues to evolve along with geosocio-political factors. Hence, when
I study the food history and cultural evolution of any region, it helps me
connect to the dish better.

YIndia and Pakistan practise a similar food culture. According to
you what are the similarities or differentiation?
A: With respect to similarities,
both countries share similar climates,
terrain and agriculture and the last
one is the dominant factor behind
what you eat. We’ve grown up on this
side of Punjab, listening to stories

YHow was your experience cooking with celebs in You Got Chef ’d
Season 3?
It was a fun experience, to say
the least. Given the hard times over
the past year, it’s great to reconnect
with people in the physical space,
cook in a different setup. All the
celebs I cooked with were super fun,
especially Arjun Kapoor. And Myles
Carrol’s highball concoctions are the
icing on the cake.

about the other side, more so, in
terms of food. I think the similarities lie with the spices, spice-mixing
and elaborate cooking methods that
are primarily born out of similarities
in climate and agriculture.
Y Your favourite dish from

Pakistan?
A: My favourite dish is Murgh
choley, a dish I got introduced to in
New York.

YYou are one of the fastest-grow-

ing content creators in the culinary

space with over 5 million followers
on your social media platforms.
How is the transition to digital
space treating you?
Social media or digital medium,
in general, helps me express myself
beyond a format and showcase content unlike on television or other
mediums. The volatility that social
media brings with it is an advantage
and allows you to start afresh each
day despite making mistakes. I’d say,
I’m very trend-agnostic but platform-friendly. For me, trends are relatively short-lived, you just have to

YHow has your journey in the
industry been so far?
When you are truly passionate
about something, you just pursue it
wholeheartedly. I am someone who
started by romancing food in the
lanes of Lucknow, roughing it at
Munir Ustad’s kebab stall and
worked my way up the ranks. All I
knew through it all, was that I was
doing what I love and wanted to do
it for the rest of my life. And I’ve
always believed that food is a giver.
When you invest so much in it
unconditionally, it will surely give
back. Above all, God has been kind.
80=B

=4F34;78kB0CDA30H k9D;H !#!!

Wcc_b)fffSPX[h_X^]TTaR^\eXePRXch

2 > = E 4 A B 0 C 8 > =  # $  < 8 = D C 4 B 

CAPTURING THE RIGHT SPIRIT
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f not as Farah in Chalte Chalte
or Tulika from Pagglait, one
would, undoubtedly, remember actor Meghna Malik as
Ammaji of Na Aana Is Des Laado
and Usha Rani Nehwal from the
biopic Saina. Before the world
television premiere of the film,
Malik gets candid about her
preparation process, a hunger
that drives her to the next role,
and much more. Excerpts:
SYou must have spent a lot of

time with Ushaji to get into the
skin of character...
Well, the fact is that I was not
able to meet Ushaji but Amolji
(Gupte) met Saina and her parents. He was my guiding light
here. I prepared by watching a lot
of her interviews. I was shown
many old pictures of Saina and
Ushaji. Right from her dressing
sense, aura, dialect, energy to the
way she reacts to certain situations and the bond that she
shares with Saina, I noticed every
tiny detail about Ushaji.
Let me share one instance
that I clearly remember. When I
was shown her old family pictures, I noticed that Ushaji had a
habit of carrying a bag with her
at all times. It was because she was
very cautious about Saina’s needs.
In the film, you would have
noticed her style of carrying a
bag. Just like how mothers are,
Ushaji always had the best interest of Saina in her mind. She is
somebody who is unburdened by
the expectation of perfection.
Ushaji herself was a sports
person, a district-level badminton
player. I can recall another small
but important detail about her;
she used to always put on sports
shoes on salwar kurta, exuding
remarkable confidence. Even
without meeting her in person, I
know that she is a woman of substance, comfortable in her own
shoes. I have tried hard to capture
all these intricacies.
There’s one sequence in the
film where the mother (me) slaps
the child (Saina) because she
made some wrong move in the
tournament. This incident actually happened, and I got to know
it while watching Ushaji and
Saina’s interview, where they discussed this episode. Ushaji told
Saina ‘arey maine toh halke se

mara tha.’ But Saina responds by
saying, ‘Nahi nahi bhot zor se
mara tha, apko yaad nahi hai’.
And they were crazily laughing
about it. From that interview, I
got to know the bond that the
mother-daughter share with each
other. These were some of the
points that I have tried bringing
it out into the portrayal.

$IXOORQ
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SHow was your experience of
playing such a boisterous character?
The experience was super
fun. It was really amazing to capture the spirit of a mother, who
has been always there for her
daughter. She has been there to
motivate her, scold her when
she’s wrong, praise her for her
achievements, and support her for
her failures. She was there to
ensure that she does not get distracted from anything. There
were really beautiful dialogues in
the film, which truly conveyed
her spirit.

5X[\\PZTa:0A0=<0;7>CA0
bPhbcWPcBWP\bWTaP XbPeXbdP[
TgcaPePVP]iPfXcWR^\_[Tg
Wd\P]T\^cX^]b1hC40< E8E0

F

S You have been a part of this

industry for nearly two decades.
What’s your process of picking
a film?
You are sounding as if mere
charon taraf scripts hi scripts rehti
ho (laughs). Sometimes, it’s the
money because, of course, you
need to pay your bills; sometimes,
it’s the ensemble cast, production
house or at times because of the
director... I mean it depends on
the project. For example, when I
did Pagglait, it was a very small
part and it got edited even further,
but it was about the script. I had
really loved it. And here, in Saina,
the character, script, director,
everything was amazing. Ushaji
coming from Haryana, I could
easily relate to that landscape. It
was almost to the point where I
made Amolji believe to cast me in
the film. I said ‘aap or kisi ko le
hi nahi sakte, yeh toh mujhe hi
karna hai’. And he said, ‘yehi
Usha Rani ki spirit hai jo mujhe
chahiye’.
SFrom Chalte Chalte to Saina.
How would you describe your
transition?
(After a long pause, she
says...) Over the years, the journey has been great. As I said, at
times you get very small parts,
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and other times, you get interesting
roles, where you actually want to capture the soul of the character. But I feel
you have to be really lucky to always get
meaty roles where you can actually bite
into them and relish. It’s not always like
this, at least with me. I consider myself
a student even today. I am still learning. The more challenging role, the
more confident you eventually get. You
feel happy about the learning process.
I strongly feel that the audience should
love what you do, and you must enjoy
the process while you do it. And I have
always believed that the journey is often
more beautiful than the destination.
I want to do so much more. I want
to play different characters, and learn
from them. I don’t think I have accomplished anything yet. But I still feel
lucky that people recognise me. God
has been kind to me that way. I am this
person who never gets disappointed by
rejections. I learn and move on. I
believe in focussing on tomorrow. It’s
not necessary that every time that you
want something, will come your way.
But what you can do is: Do your best
to achieve it. I can only put in the hard
work, rest is upon luck!
(The film premieres on Zee
Cinema on Sunday, July 25, 12 noon.)

ilmmaker Karan Malhotra, who has
directed the much-awaited big-screen
entertainer Shamshera, reveals the film to be
a visual spectacle for the audience.
He says, “I will be celebrating my birthday by finalising the mix of Shamshera, a
vision I have cherished for some time now.
I can’t wait to share this film with you all.
As a filmmaker, I have been fortunate
enough to be able to tell stories that I would
like to see as an audience and Shamshera is
definitely that kind of a story. It is a visual
extravaganza with complex human emotions
and it deserves to be on the big screen where
people have, for years, had a truly wholesome
cinematic experience of watching Hindi feature films.”
Malhotra feels lucky to have found the
right team for this action entertainer and he
hails Ranbir Kapoor to be a ‘generationdefining actor’.
He says, “I’m fortunate to have found a
steadfast producer in Aditya Chopra and an
all determined cast and crew for Shamshera
who have always been by my side right from
the word go. Ranbir is a generation-defining actor and has given his best to
Shamshera. Vaani (Kapoor) plays her
strength and compliments him beautifully
in the film. As far as Sanjay (Dutt) is concerned, you are in for a surprise.”
Karan believes that Shamshera celebrates
everything that a pan-Indian Hindi film
stands for and it will appeal to all audience
segments who would want to watch good
cinema on the big screen post-pandemic.
Karan says, “I have grown up on quintessential Hindi cinema and I wanted to create a true blue Hindi film that everyone can
enjoy in theatres. I feel confident that we
have achieved an entertainer that will appeal
to everyone. We are all waiting eagerly for
the COVID-19 situation to become better
in our country and then plan the release of
the film in the grandest way possible.”
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watercolour artist
Rahul Chakraborty says that
Ithendian
art world is still struggling
to survive the impact of lockdowns, travel bans and social
distancing, one and a half years
into the lockdown. Add to it the
absence of artist royalties, and
the challenges increase even
more for the community in
India.
“It brings with it such a scenario that there are no more
physical exhibitions, no more
physical workshops/classes, and
still artists have to continue to
earn enough to live. It’s painful
to see that the creator is not getting any royalty for their art
pieces, whereas buyers and sellers earn exponential amounts
of value in terms of art and
money,” he says.
Chakraborty, who now
works as the COO of art-tech
organisation, Jumbish, quit his
financially stable nine-to-five
job to become a full time artist,
notwithstanding the financial
uncertainties of an artist’s life.
He has also established his
own art school called
RahulOnkon. He says his artistic traits were considerably
inf luenced by Fabriano
InAcquarello, and has become
the Asia — Continental Admin
of the International Watercolor
Museum platform.
“For the art domain, the
lockdown presents an unprecedented challenge, but it has also
brought a huge opportunity to
grow as new ways to reach the
audience via online can be
done by the artist themselves.
In the last couple of years,
multitudes of online galleries,
platforms, marketplaces and
even social media shops have
started distributing and selling
artworks through the internet.
A great opportunity for artists
everywhere to share their art
and broaden their audience. But
the competition is tough, and it
isn’t always easy to understand
how to make your art visible.”
“Forthcoming artists need
to educate and upgrade themselves about technology and its
implications. They need to
open up their outlook for the
NFT platform. In the coming
days, NFT is going to be the
gamechanger. Early adopters
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can have an extra edge in this
era. I believe probable art buyers would be the millennials,
who are now in their twenties.
We need to make our art visible to those platforms/mediums
where our would-be buyers
are,” says the artist.
Speaking about the concept
of artist royalties, he explains,
“Artist re-sale rights or Droit De
Suite, as known in French terminology, is both an example of
an economic right as well as an
extension of the personhood
theory of Copyright Law, which
emphasises upon a work representing the character and personality of the artist/author. It
becomes an essential part of
moral rights, particularly for
visual artists.”
“This permits the authors
of artistic works to benefit
from the rising value of the

work, due to the nature of an
artwork being one, wherein,
value appreciates with time,
popularity and its varied interpretation. The art market has
been argued to be too volatile
to predict when or to what

extent a piece of artwork may
rise in value, if it does at all, and
it needs exposure and multiple
sales to get to such a point.
Artists may initially sell their
unique, one piece, artwork for
a lower cost, however, the value
may appreciate upon garnering
popularity, and it is imperative
to not jeopardise their interest
in the same.”
According to S onam
Chandwani of KS Legal and
Associates, information about
copyright and royalties is not a
widely-discussed topic in the
creative world, especially the art
market. The lawyer says that
artists are eligible to get royalties upon the resale of their
works.
“The issue of royalty for
visual artists has been long
overdue. Like musicians and
authors, visual artists deserve to

be compensated for their intellectual property and today with
blockchain technology, it seems
ver y possible. This will
undoubtedly be a positive move
for the welfare of the artist community. This is a necessary
disruption that requires to happen to bring in more parity for
the artist in the secondary art
market.”
“According to me this is
inevitable — if not in the
immediate but definitely in the
distant future. The bigger question is how it will shape the
market. The general perception
is that blockchain enabled royalty system will challenge the
intermediaries, like galleries,
curators and dealers, because it
will force transparency in an
industry where much of the
market thrives on information
asymmetry. This might not
necessarily be the case. A
greater system generated transparency will bring in more
professionalism within all the
players in the ecosystem,”
Lubna Sen, art curator and
founder of The Art Route,
shares.
How is Jumbish tackling
the issue? “Piracy, no royalty
and a long gestation period are
very common challenges faced
by an artist. We bring a solution
to these through our flagship
project — JDAT. This provides
better and paperless provenance for our art collectors.
Remember royalty and provenance are interrelated.
Provenance is a record of ownership of that art work, which
includes the owner’s history and
the painting details.”
“ To keep track of it,
Jumbish has brought a
microchip called Jumbish
Digital Authentication Tag
(JDAT) which is a highly
secured chip and it can be read
by any NFC reader device.
JDAT apparently looks like a
thin paper, once it pastes at the
back side of the painting then
the painting becomes itself an
authentication certificate.”
With pioneering technology like JDAT, the artist can
expect to get paid a predetermined percentage of the resale
amount, as soon as the sale is
sealed.
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is archival photographs depict him as
a sturdy Indian man with a hand
H
twirling his moustache. We also know him
for his role in the Kakori train robbery and
the Legislative Assembly Bombing of 1929.
But there is more to Chandrashekhar
Azad (1906-1931) than most know.
On his 115th birth anniversary on July
23, Garuda Prakashan launched Azad:
The Invincible, a biographical novel translated from Kannada to English, building a
comprehensive portrait of the independent
revolutionary luminary through
anecdotes, letters, his contemporaries’ biographical references,
and
news sources
from
preIndependence
India.
Written by legendar y Kannada
writer
Babu
Krishnamurthy and
translated by Manjula
Tekal,
author
of
Devayani, the book details
Azad’s life and times, from
being born in a small noname village to povertystricken parents, running
away from home as a young
boy, becoming a coolie in
Mumbai (then Bombay), learning Sanskrit in Varanasi to his
beginnings in the freedom struggle through
participation in the Non-Cooperation
movement and suffering flogging as a punishment.
The book’s original Kannada version,
titled Ajeya, was published several years ago
and has seen numerous reprints. Now, it is
coming to the readers in English.
Azad later became a revolutionary
and commanded a revolutionary movement
in North India for around a decade.
Chosen to command the Hindustan
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA)
after the death penalty of Ramprasad
Bismil — quotes from whose biography is
among the many rich research material in
the book — Azad was responsible for the

political assassination of Saunders to avenge
the death of Lala Lajpat Rai, who was beaten up brutally when he was protesting
peacefully in 1928. He was also responsible for orchestrating the bombing in the legislative assembly to protest the introduction
of two highly oppressive and unpopular bills
designed to increase the dictatorial powers
of the British in India.
The book also details the politics at that
time and looks into the questions like
how and why he moved from being
a Gandhian to a revolutionary,
choosing the path of armed revolution instead as the means of
combating the British colonial
rule.
“Azad: The Invincible is
the exciting, thrilling, and
ever-inspiring saga of
Chandrashekhar Azad, the
embodiment of courage,
conviction and heroism of
the Indian freedom
movement which is
‘stranger than fiction. It
keeps the reader on
tenterhooks from the
first page to the last
page,” says author
Dr
Babu
Krishnamurthy. The
young martyr, who roared “Main
Azad hoon… Azad Hee Rahoonga (I am
free; I will remain free)”, and lived up to his
word, when he engaged with the police in
the Alfred Park of Allahabad (now
Prayagraj). The book chronicles the episode
in every single detail and also what happened to Azad’s pistol.
“The book is a slice of history rendered
in an easy anecdotal form. In narrating the
story of Chandrashekhar Azad, Dr Babu
Krishnamurthy tells the story of his times,
his friends and associates, their struggles,
and achievements. It describes the values
Azad inherited, tried to uphold, and indeed
lived by throughout his young life,” shares
translator Manjula Tekal.
The book was launched in a virtual
panel discussion by the author, translator,
and Garuda Prakashan co-founders
Sankrant Sanu and Ankur Pathak.
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he
Tokyo
Olympics were
declared open in
an eerily empty
stadium on Friday after
defying a year’s pandemic
delay and lingering coronavirus threats that will
make them perhaps the
most unusual Games in
history.
Japan’s
Emperor
Naruhito made the
announcement against the
backdrop of thousands of
vacant seats at Tokyo’s
68,000-capacity Olympic
Stadium, after Covid-19
forced organisers to ban
spectators at all but a handful of venues.
“I declare open the
Games of Tokyo,” said the
monarch, wearing a white
surgical mask.
The stripped-down
ceremony, simplified to
reduce coronavirus risks,
unfolded in front of fewer
than 1,000 VIPs and several thousand athletes.
A reduced parade of
about 5,700 athletes, far
lower than the usual numbers, filed into the stadium,
not all of them socially distanced but all wearing
masks.
International Olympic
Committee president
Thomas Bach acknowledged the Games would be
“very different from what
all of us had imagined.”
But “today is a
moment of hope”, he said
in an address.
The 16-day Games,
with 339 Gold medals
across 33 sports, have a
surreal air after the pandemic compelled organisers to make this the first
Games with virtually no
spectators.
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tol competition.
The women’s 10m pistol
event has attracted maximum
number of entries but that
should not worry the two Indian
shooters given their skills and
consistency over the years.
In the men’s 10m air rifle
event, India will have the
teenaged Divyansh Singh
Panwar and the experienced
Deepak Kumar, with the former
especially seen as a strong contender after his superb run of
form since breaking into the

senior team in 2019.
If these eight participants
fire on the first two days, India
can expect a handful of medals
at the Games, which will make
up for returning empty-handed
from the 2016 Rio Games.
In the middle and
towards the end of the
shooting events too,
India have in its
ranks strong contenders in the form
of Rahi Sarnobat,
Aishwary Pratap
Singh
Tomar,
Anjum Moudgil,
Tejaswini Sawant and
the seasoned Sanjeev
Rajput, besides the two
skeet shooters in Mairaj
Ahmad Khan and Angad Vir
Singh Bajwa.
The likes of Sarnobat, who
has won a Silver and Gold in the
ISSF World Cups in New Delhi
and Oisjek, Croatia respectively, world number one in 10m air
rifle Divyansh Singh Panwar and
Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar
are all gunning for medals. PTI

Tokyo: Former world champion Mirabai Chanu will be in
focus for her high medal-winning chances at the Tokyo
Olympics as the Indian hopes
to exorcise the ghosts of a disappointing Rio Games and
write a new chapter in the
country’s weightlifting history.
Competing in the 49kg
category, Chanu is being considered a sure shot medal
prospect for India as her personal best of 205kg is only second to China’s Hou Zhihui’s
effort of 213kg in the eightwoman field.
The hype is similar to the
one five years ago in Rio, where
Chanu could manage only one
lift from her six attempts and
thus could not get
an overall
total in

women’s 48kg event.
The diminutive Manipuri
will desperately hope for a different script this time round,
one that involves a podium.
While Chanu will have
one eye on her competitors’
barbells, the 26-year-old’s main
battle will be with herself. In
recent times, her performance
in the snatch section has often
proved to be her downfall in
important competitions.
Chanu has managed to
match Zhihui, the favourite to
win the Gold, in the clean and
jerk category, but her personal best of 88kg in snatch pales
in comparison to the Chinese
lifter’s world record effort of
96kg.
Even USA’s Delacruz
Jourdan Elizabeth has a better
personal best — 89kg — than
the Indian’s, while Aisah Windy
Cantika of Indonesia had managed to pip Chanu to win a
Bronze in the snatch section at
the Asian championship in
April.
It is expected that
Chanu will try to better her world record
lift of 119kg in the
clean and jerk category, should the
competition
demand it.
Interestingly,
Chanu has set the
highest entry weight
of 210kg, which is five
kilograms more than her
personal best, followed by
Zhihui (205kg), who had
lifted 213kg (96g+117kg) at
the Asian championship. PTI
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Tokyo: World No 1 Deepika
Kumari was inconsistent but the
male archers’ performance was
simply underwhelming in the
Olympics’ ranking rounds,
prompting a rejig of India’s
mixed pair combination on a
topsy-turvy day at the
Yumenoshima Park on Friday.
The Koreans, who stayed
away from all International
competitions in the build-up to
the Olympics since 2019,
reigned supreme, including a
top-three finish in the women’s
section where young sensation
An San shattered a 25-year-old
Olympic record.
The Indian men’s team of
Atanu Das, Pravin Jadhav and
Tarundeep Rai, however, did not
post particularly impressive
scores and just about managed
to sneak into top 10 in the team
rankings.
Deepika slipped from fourth
at the halfway mark to finish
ninth with 663 points which was
way below her best International
ranking score of 686. “I feel my
performance was good as well as
bad...It was in between I would
say,” Deepika said.
Deepika’s biggest challenge
is likely to be in the last-eight
where she might run into San
who is making her Olympic
debut. “I want to show my best
performance here and I will
show that in my next rounds,”
Deepika vowed to come back
strong.
In fact, there will be Korea
in waiting for the Indians in the
quarterfinals of both men’s team
and mixed pair competition.

The mixed team, is the country’s
best bet to win an elusive
Olympic medal in archery.
India had identical rankings
of ninth in both men’s team and
mixed pair competitions.
Deepika will not partner her
husband Das after the top Indian
male archer slipped behind
Olympic debutant Jadhav.
Jadhav was the best among
the Indian trio with 656 points
for a 31st place finish, three
points ahead of Das, while Rai,
in his third Olympics appearance, took the 37th spot among
64 archers.
India had the option to
send entries of Das and Deepika,
who recently won a Gold medal
together at the Paris World
Cup, but the federation went
ahead with Jadhav based on his
current form.
“Simply put, we picked
Jadhav based on his current
form, it’s no rocket science,”
Archery Association of India
official Virendra Sachdeva, who

is accompanying the team said.
In all likelihood, the Indian
mixed pair team would run into
top seed Korea in the quarters
after overcoming eighth-ranked
Chinese Taipei.
Placed in the same half as
India, top seed Korea will open
their main event against 16th
ranked Bangladesh.
The men’s trio’s combined
performance was just enough to
finish inside top-10 as they
totalled 1961 for a ninth place
finish in their first Olympic
appearance since London 2012.
The Indian men’s team
might run into top seed Korea,
who got a bye into the quarters,
should they beat eighth-ranked
Kazakhstan in the opening
round.
In individual section, Jadhav
will face 34th ranked Galsan
Bazarzhapov of Russia, Das will
take on Deng Yu-Cheng of
Chinese Taipei, while Rai's opening challenge will be against
Ukranian Oleksii Hunbin. PTI
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he men would be seeking to
reclaim a glorious past,
T
while the women would be

ALL EYES ON VIKAS
The seasoned Vikas
Krishan (69kg) will open India’s
boxing campaign on Saturday
against local favourite
Sewonrets Quincy Mensah
Okazawa.
He will be the lone Indian
boxer in action on the opening
day of boxing competitions at
the Ryogoku Kokugikan arena.
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aiming to script some history of
their own when the two Indian
hockey teams begin their
Olympic campaign on Saturday
with expectations from both at
a high.
Men will be up against
eighth-ranked New Zealand,
followed by the women’s clash
with the Netherlands.
With a current world ranking of four, the Indian men’s are
considered a bright medal
prospect this time around in
Tokyo.

0_daeX2WP]ST[P4[PeT]X[EP[PaXeP]

()"0<

$IWHUVWUXJJOHVVDFULILFHV VXFFHVV >ZcRSRZWRg`fcZeVe`
,QGLDQVKRRWHUVH\H2O\PSLFJORU\ `aV_:_UZR¶dRTT`f_e
Tokyo: Entering the Tokyo
Olympics on the back of an
unprecedented run that began
sometime after the inexplicable
meltdown in the Rio de Janeiro
Games, Indian shooters bagging
a medal or two, or, even three to
four, is a tangible reality.
All of the 15 shooters are
capable of winning medals, but
few are seen as sure shot to
secure podium finishes in the
events that start on Saturday.
One among them is the
highly-skilled
Saurabh
Chaudhary, who will have a few
Olympic and world champions
standing in his way to glory at
sport’s biggest showpiece.
Alongside Abhishek Verma,
Chaudhary will be part of the
first competition day action in
the men’s 10m air pistol event.
But before that, the fate of
Apurvi Chandela and Elavenil
Valarivan — in the women’s 10m
air rifle event — will be decided. A good outing for either of
them means India will have won
their first medal in these Games.
Both Chandela and Elavenil
will enter the competition with
plenty to look forward to, despite
the occasional blips here and
there. The 21-year-old Elavenil,
world number 1 and considered
one of the country’s finest rifle
shooters after some fine performances since breaking into the
senior team, will certainly fancy
her chances.
On the second competition day, India will have the sensational Manu Baker and the
hard-working Yashaswini Singh
Deswal representing the country in the women’s 10m air pis-
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Tokyo: The Indian table tennis
contingent produced an
unthinkable performance at the
Asian Games, considered as
‘mini-Olympics’ by the players.
Three years down the line, can
they pull off another miracle at
the Tokyo Games?
Asian Games may have the
presence of continental powerhouses like China, Korea and
Japan but the Olympics are a different ball game altogether.
Nevertheless, India exceeded all expectations to win a men’s
team Bronze and mixed doubles
Bronze in Jakarta, ending the
country’s medal drought at the
Asian Games, but getting close

to even one medal here would
be a gargantuan task.
Before the paddlers arrived
in Tokyo, the only little hope was
in the mixed doubles category
but an opener against the world
number one duo from Chinese
Taipei has made the challenge a
lot tougher for A Sharath Kamal
and Manika Batra.
Sharath along with G
Sathiyan has also been handed
a tough draw in the men’s singles competition.
The 20th seed is drawn to
meet reigning champion Ma
Long in round three provided he
clears the second round (first
round bye) in his fourth

Tokyo: Indian tennis players
need no less than a miraculous
performance to get close to the
medal rounds as an under-prepared team of Sania Mirza and
debutant Ankita Raina faces a
tough Ukrainian challenge in
the opener while Sumit Nagal
has got a tough draw in the singles competition.
Mirza, who is making a
record fourth Olympic appearance, and debutant Raina are
going into the Olympics without playing a single competitive
match together this year, which
is far from ideal preparation.
They will open their cam-

paign against Ukraine’s twin
sisters Nadiia and Lyudmyla
Kichenok.
In the men’s singles, Nagal
is extremely lucky to get an
entry into the Olympics but his
recent performances do not
inspire confidence and he faces
Asian Games champion Denis
Istomin in his first round.
There is a possibility of him
getting past the 34-year-old
Uzbek but the Indian may
next face world number two
and Australian Open runnerup Danill Medvedev from
Russia and that could be end of
the road for him.
PTI

Olympics.
If Sathiyan, who will make
his Olympics debut, clears the
second round hurdle, he will
face Japanese sensation and
third seed Harimoto Tomokazu.
Manika and debutant
Sutirtha Mukherjee will represent India in women’s singles.

The unseeded Manika is
expected to beat Britain’s TinTin Ho in the first round and is
drawn to meet 20th seed
Margaryta Pestoska in the second. Sutirtha, world number 98,
plays 78th-ranked Linda
Bergstroem from Sweden in
the opening round.
PTI

Colombo: A rejigged Indian
team promised a lot but delivered little as Sri Lanka finally
managed to win a ODI on
home soil after nine long
years, beating the visitors by
three wickets in the third and
final match of the series on
Friday.
While India won the
three-match ODI series 2-1,
the exciting rookies who were
blooded on the day still have
a long way to go before they
can come close to challenging
the big boys after the Sri
Lankan spinners made full use
of a rain break to bowl out
Shikhar Dhawan’s men for
225 in 43.1 overs out of a possible 47.
It wasn’t defendable, especially for an attack that had
four debutant bowlers as
Avishka Fernando (76 off 98
balls) anchored the chase, laying the foundation with a
109-run stand with Bhanuka
Rajapaksa (65, 56 balls).
The only silver lining
would be a big-hearted effort
from left-arm seamer Chetan
Sakariya (2/34 in 8 overs),

including a back of the hand
delivery that reared up awkwardly and lobbed off
Dhananjaya de Silva’s gloves.
Rahul Chahar (3/54 in 10
overs) was also impressive as
he delayed the inevitable with
some impressive stuff towards
the end.
The 227-run chase as per
DLS method was finally completed in 39 overs as it was Sri
Lanka’s first ODI win at home
against India since July 24,
2012 and first victory against
them since 2017 ODI in
Dharamsala.

Rahul Dravid and skipper
Dhawan would be unhappy
with a low-intensity performance on the day, especially
the fielding effort which was
poor to say the least as three
catches were dropped.
India’s young batsmen
paid for their profligacy and
inexperience as Sri Lanka leftarm spinner Praveen
Jayawickrama and mystery
spinner Akila Dananjaya
forced them to make a mess
while playing for exaggerated
turn which wasn’t there in the
first place.
PTI

