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In a major flare-up of tension
along the Mizoram-Assam

border, at least six Assam Police
officials were killed and 50 oth-
ers, including an SP, were
injured on Monday.

The two Chief Ministers
blamed each other’s police for
the violence and sought the
Centre’s intervention. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
spoke to the Chief Ministers of
Assam and Mizoram, Himanta
Biswa Sarma and Zoramthanga
respectively, and urged them to
ensure peace along the disput-
ed border and find an amica-
ble settlement.

Assam’s Barak Valley dis-
tricts of Cachar, Karimganj
and Hailakandi share a 164 km
long border with Mizoram’s
three districts of Aizawl,
Kolasib and Mamit.

This is third time in less
than two years that violence
has erupted following the ter-
ritorial dispute. The inter-
State border dispute saw vio-
lence in August 2020 and
February this year also. The
Assam Chief Minister
announced on Twitter that
six personnel of the Assam
Police were killed in firing by
“miscreants” from Mizoram
along the inter-State border in
the Cachar district.

“I am deeply pained to
inform that six brave jawans of
@assampolice have sacrificed
their lives while defending the
constitutional boundary of our
State at the Assam-Mizoram
border. My heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved families,”
Sarma tweeted.

While the Assam CM put
the blame on miscreants,
Mizoram Home Minister
Lalchamliana, in a statement,
said Mizoram Police respond-
ed “spontaneously by firing

back” at Assam Police after its
200 personnel forcibly crossed
a duty post manned by the
CRPF personnel and indulged
in arson, assault on unarmed
persons and firing.

A senior Assam Police offi-
cer, who is still inside the for-
est amid continuous firing
from across the State border,
told PTI that at least 50 per-
sonnel, including Cachar
Superintendent of Police
Nimbalkar Vaibhav
Chandrakant, were injured in

firing and stone-pelting.
The senior police officer

said miscreants from across
the State border suddenly
started firing when civil offi-
cials of both sides were trying
to sort out the differences. “I
immediately cannot say how
many people have been
injured, but my guess is at least
50 personnel. Our SP was also
injured in the firing and a bul-
let hit his leg,” he said over
phone.

Continued on Page 2
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Parliament could not func-
tion once again on Monday

amid noisy protests by
Opposition members who
raised slogans and showed
placards on the Pegasus snoop-
ing row and farmers’ issue.

The Rajya Sabha witnessed
several adjournments and car-
ried no business where as the
Lok Sabha was adjourned for
the day after passage of two
bills without discussion. The
pre-lunch session in the Rajya
Sabha saw two adjournments
and it was the same in the after-
noon session also.

The Upper House assem-
bled at 2 pm and adjourned
within minutes to reassemble at
3 pm which too got adjourned
to meet again at 4 pm after
which a Bill on Indecent
Representation of Women by
Union Minister Smriti Irani was

taken and discussed amid the
din. The agitated Opposition
was in no mood to relent and
the Upper House was finally
adjourned for the day within 15
minutes of function.

The protesting members
did not pay heed to repeated
appeals made by Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu and some
members stormed in the Well
of the House displaying plac-
ards and yet others raised slo-
gans forcing two adjournments
in the post-lunch session.

The unruly scenes saw
Naidu saying it was a “helpless”
situation and members were
unable to flag issues of public
concern. When Naidu called
for the members to raise their
issues in the Zero Hour, the
Opposition created a ruckus.
The Chairman lamented that
several important issues could
not be raised.

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: Evidence is mount-
ing that the Delta variant of
coronavirus is capable of infect-
ing fully vaccinated people at a
greater rate than previous ver-
sions, and concerns have been
raised that they may even
spread the virus, experts said,
according a Reuters report.

“The biggest risk to the
world at the moment is simply
Delta,” said microbiologist
Sharon Peacock, who runs
Britain’s efforts to sequence
the genomes of coronavirus
variants, calling it the “fittest
and fastest variant yet”.

The major worry about
the Delta variant is not that it
makes people sicker, but that it
spreads far more easily from
person to person, increasing
infections and hospitalisations
among the unvaccinated.

����� /-5��-96#

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to stay the

proceedings against BJP MP
Gautam Gambhir’s foundation
in a case relating to illegally
procuring and distributing
Covid-19 medicines.

A bench comprising
Justices DY Chandrachud and
MR Shah said people were
running around for medicines
and drugs, and in this situation
suddenly a trust comes and
says we will give you medicines.

“This is not done. We do
not want to say anything but we
also have our ears to the
ground,” the SC observed while
refusing to entertain the plea.

The SC asked the petition-
er to approach the Delhi High
Court for appropriate remedy.

“Kailash Vasdev, learned
senior counsel appearing on
behalf of the petitioners states
that the petitioners are advised
to withdraw the Special Leave
Petition so as to enable them to
move the HC for impleadment
in the pending proceedings.
The SLP is dismissed as with-
drawn,” the plea said 

Continued on Page 2
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It’s the end of the road for
four-time Karnataka Chief

Minister BS Yediyurappa. BSY,
as he is popularly known,
resigned on Monday after
“negotiating” his exit with the
BJP central leadership. The
party is yet to take a decision
on  naming a successor to the
78-year-old “Lingayat” strong-
man.

BSY, who submitted his
resignation to Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot at Raj
Bhavan, will continue as care-
taker Chief Minister. Karnataka
BJP Legislative Party will  meet
soon to “elect” a new leader.

The BJP is pushing
younger leadership across other
States, but the choice for the
successor in Karnataka would
also be influenced by the con-
sideration of 2023 State
Assembly polls, sources said.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, BJP president JP
Nadda and Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi engaged in dis-
cussion in the Parliament house
soon after Yediyurappa sub-
mitted his letter of resignation
to the Governor.

BJP General Secretary and
Karnataka-in-charge Arun
Singh and Union HRD
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
are expected to reach the State
Capital as central observers to
oversee the election of a new
leader.

Ending days of speculation

over his departure,
Yediyurappa announced his
resignation after holding days
of  negotiations with beseech-
ing right political slots for his
sons BY Vijayendra, already a
State BJP vice-president, and B
Y Raghvendra, MP, and  also a
“safe passage” for himself
against several pending court
cases.

His lobbying with
“Lingayat” seers did not find
favour with the top BJP lead-
ers who asked  him to make an
“honourable exit”.

“Not out of grief, but with
happiness. I thank Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
home minister Amit Shah for
allowing me to continue even
after 75 years of age. I will be
involved in party building
activities in future,” said an

emotional Yediyurappa after
submitting his letter of resig-
nation in ‘Raj Bhawan’.

“Nobody pressured  me to
resigna. I did it on my own so
that someone else can take over
as CM after the completion of
two years of Government. I’ll
work to bring BJP back in
power in the next election. I’ve
not suggested the name of my
successor,” he said.

Karnataka Health and
Education Minister K
Sudhakar, who had moved to
the BJP from the Congress in
2019 at the behest of
Yediyurappa,  termed his  step-
ping out as “surprising”, stating
that the latter had told him that
he may receive a favourable
decision from the high com-
mand by July 26. 

Continued on Page 2
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Veteran paddler A Sharath Kamal turned back
the clock to make the next round and fencer

CA Bhavani Devi showed some spark in her
debut but India’s Olympic campaign on day 3 of
the competitions was littered with disappoint-
ments in archery, shooting, boxing and tennis.

The 39-year-old Sharath defeated world
Bronze-medallist Tiago Polonia of Portugal, pre-
vailing 2-11, 11-8, 11-5, 9-11, 11-6, 11-9 in 49
minutes to set up a clash with Olympic and world
champion Ma Long from China who is arguably
the greatest table tennis player of all time. But
the women’s singles campaign in the same sport
came to an end with Manika Batra and Sutirtha
Mukherjee losing their respective preliminary
round matches.

Loss awaited India’s first ever fencer in the
Olympics, CA Bhavani Devi, too. 

Continued on Page 2
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The phone numbers of then
BSF chief KK Sharma, Joint

Director of the Enforcement
Directorate Rajeshwar Singh
and his family members, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s former chief consul-
tant VK Jain, two Army
Colonels and one RAW officer,
and one under secretary from
PMO too were targets of
snooping done through the
use of Pegasus spyware.

Bihar Cricket Association
Secretary and BJP leader
Rakesh Tiwary too has found
a place in the snooping list, said
a report by The Wire portal.  

The leaked database also
shows that a BSF Inspector
General of Police, Jagdish
Maithani, was selected as a
potential target for surveil-
lance around the same time
along with then BSF chief KK
Sharma. ED officer Rajeshwar
Singh, who investigated many

key cases like 2G Scam and
Aircel-Maxis, had troubles with
then Finance Secretary
Hasmukh Adhia. Rajeshwar
Singh was considered in the
camp of CBI Director Alok
Verma during his tussle with
Special Director Rakesh
Asthana during 2017-2018.
The phones of Singh’s wife
and two sisters also figured in
the tapped list. 

Kejriwal’s former chief con-
sultant Jain was handling key
files and was a witness in the
case of assault on then Delhi
Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash
by AAP MLAs.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Trinamool Congress
Government on Monday

formed a two-member judicial
panel to enquire into the
Pegasus phone hacking case,
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said on Monday. The
judicial commission will com-
prise retired Supreme Court
Judge MB Lokur and former
Calcutta High Court Chief
Justice Jyotirmoy Bhattacharya.

“We are the first
Government to set up a judicial
commission to enquire into the
phone hacking issue,” the Chief
Minister said hours before she
flew off to Delhi where she will
meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday evening.

“The situation is such that
everyone is Nazarband (under
surveillance) today,” the CM
said on the Pegasus spyware
row. “We thought that after the
Opposition raised its voice,
the Centre will order a court-
headed enquiry into it.” 

Continued on Page 2
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India’s unemployment rate
stood at 7.14 per cent in the

week ending July 25, a rise of
1.16 per cent from the previous
week ending July 18, as job-
lessness increased both in
urban areas and the hinterland.

Fresh data from the Centre
for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE) on Monday

showed the national joblessness
rate climbed to 7.14 per cent in
the past one week. The nation-
al joblessness rate last week
stood at 5.98 per cent. Since the
beginning of July, the unem-
ployment rate in urban India
stayed below 9 per cent while
at the national level, it
remained under 8 per cent. 

However, a 7 per cent to 8
per cent unemployment rate in

an Indian labour market is high
and shows the struggle in the
job market.

The CMIE, which tracks
the labour market with pro-
prietary tools, shows that urban
unemployment continues to
be higher than that in the
rural at 8.03 per cent, up from
7.94 per cent in the previous
week. The rural joblessness
rate stood at 6.50 per cent, a
sharper rise from 5.1 per cent
in the previous week.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: With fighting
intensifying in Afghanistan,
its army chief Lt General Wali
Mohammad Ahmadzai has
postponed his three-day visit to
India starting Tuesday.  He was
scheduled to hold talks with
Army Chief General M M
Naravane on the situation in his
country and fostering closer
ties with Indian forces.  He was
also scheduled to meet
National Security
Advisor(NSA)Ajit Doval.

Announcing the post-
ponement, the Afghanistan
embassy said on Monday the

visit was deferred due to inten-
sity of war and the 
Taliban’s increased assault and
offensive.  Ahmadzai was
appointed as the Army Chief by
President Ashraf Ghani in a
major reshuffle last month.

The timing of the visit had
coincided with the visit of US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken who is scheduled to
arrive in India on Tuesday on
a two-day visit. Afghanistan is
expected to figure prominent-
ly in his talks with External
Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar. PNS
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Delhi Power Minister Satyendar Jain on
Monday participated in a debate

with his Goa counterpart Nilesh Cabral on
the topic of AAP Government’s model of
24x7 free electricity supplies in the nation-
al Capital.

Jain said the Delhi Government wants
to give back the taxpayers’ money in the
form of free electricity. The debate kicked
off with Jain explaining the Delhi model
saying that 200 units of electricity are free
in Delhi and the rate is halved for con-
sumption up to 400 units. To make this
process simpler for the people, 300 units
would simply be free for consumers in
Goa, he said.

AAP leader Raghav Chadha had
challenged Cabral for a debate which the
latter said would have been possible had
Delhi's power minister come to the State.
Following which, Jain accepted the chal-
lenge and visited Goa to have the debate.

Taking a dig at the BJP, Jain said that
the taxpayers' money should be returned

to them via free electricity instead of using
it to buy MLAs. “Delhi has been power
efficient with free electricity for the past
five years and does not use generators and
inverters anymore. The AAP govern-
ment wants to instill a similar model in
Goa to ensure that the state does not
undergo as many power cuts and to make
sure that the common people get free elec-
tricity too,” he said.

“The tariffs in Delhi have not
increased for the past seven years and we
will make sure that it will not increase in
Goa for the next five years either,” he
added. The Power Minister further talked
about the Delhi Government’s efficient
management of funds and operating at a
budget surplus installed trust in the gov-
ernment. Jain also emphasised that the cit-
izens of Goa are their sole focus and not
private companies. “The AAP wants to
make the process transparent and
promised to waive-off pending electrici-
ty bills in a one-time settlement to start on
a clean sheet and make sure everybody
benefits from it,” he said. 
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From Page 1
He expressed concern over about 90 members

of the House being denied opportunities to raise
issues due to persistent disruption of proceedings
of the House. A total of 69 Zero Hour Mentions
including 12 admitted for Monday and 23 Special
Mentions by as many members could not be raised
in the House during the last week.

Naidu also expressed concern over the mem-
bers of the House denied opportunity to seek clar-
ifications from the Minister of Information
Technology regarding “Compromise on phone data
of some persons as reported by media” (alleged
Pegasus spyware issue).

The Opposition made its intentions clear soon
after the proceedings commenced for the day with
members paying respect to the martyrs of the Kargil
war on the occasion of 22nd anniversary and laud-
ing Mirabai Chanu’s feat of bagging the silver medal
in the ongoing Tokyo Olympics. 

After complete wash out of the pre-lunch pro-
ceedings, Lok Sabha took up the Factoring
Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 2020, and the
National Institutes of Food Technology,
Entrepreneurship and Management Bill, 2021, sep-
arately. Discussion on the two bills could not take
place as Opposition members continued to stage
protests demanding a discussion on the Pegasus
snooping allegations and the farmers’ demand of
repealing the three new agri laws.

Rama Devi, who was chairing the proceedings,
repeatedly urged protesting members to return to
their seats and participate in the discussions.
However, with protesting MPs not relenting, she
went ahead with the consideration and passage of
the two bills.

Earlier in the day, the House saw repeated
adjournments and when it met at 2 p.m. and ran
for a few minutes, papers were laid on the table and
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman introduced
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(Amendment) Bill, 2021.

As soon as the House met in the morning,
Speaker Om Birla paid tributes to personnel of the
armed forces for their valour and sacrifice during
the 1999 Kargil War. He also congratulated Mirabai
Chanu for winning a silver medal at the Tokyo
Olympics.

Soon thereafter, Opposition members trooped
into the Well raising slogans, disrupting the pro-
ceedings. While the Pegasus snooping row
remained the dominant issue with the Opposition
members, they also raised slogans and displayed
placards in support of agitating farmers.

From Page 1
“VK Jain, a former Indian

Administrative Service officer
who worked as a personal assis-
tant to Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, also appears to
have been marked as a person
of interest. In addition, the
leaked records contain details of
the numbers of at least one offi-
cial each from the PMO and
NITI Aayog,” said the report.
However, the report did not
name the officials of PMO and
Niti Ayog. 

“Two phone numbers used
by Rakesh Tiwary (Bihar
Cricket Association Secretary)
were selected as possible can-
didates for surveillance in 2018
by an unknown client of the
NSO Group, as per the leaked
records, about a year before he
became president of the Bihar
Cricket Association. The Wire
spoke to Tiwary on both phone
numbers that are part of the
leaked data. He said that he did
not believe the list of records is
real,” said the report. 

RAW officer Jitendra
Kumar Ojha who had filed a
case against the organization
also figured in the list. He was
in charge of training Indian
spies at RAW’s academy in
Delhi between 2013 and 2015
and also served in London. He
was eased out of the service in
January 2018. Aggrieved by his
premature “retirement” from
service, he moved the Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
in February 2018.

“This is brazenly criminal,
particularly to have brought
my wife’s phone under surveil-

lance. I suspect this is being
done at the behest of crimi-
nalised officers, with the objec-
tive to bring psychological pres-
sure on me, while I fight my
case,” said Ojha. 

The leaked database also
contains the numbers of at least
two Indian Army officers who
took on the Government on ser-
vice-related matters. Colonel
Mukul Dev shot to prominence
in 2017 when he sent a legal
notice to the secretary of
defence arguing against the
Government order to scrap free
rations for officers who are
posted in peace areas. He was
posted as deputy judge advocate
general in the Jodhpur-based 12
Corps.  “I am surprised to
know that this may have hap-
pened. The only reason I can
think of is that they perhaps did
not like the fact that I consis-
tently raised my voice for the
welfare of the Indian Army,” he
told The Wire. “Under this
government, whoever raises
genuine concerns is looked at
with suspicion,” said Dev. 

“Colonel Amit Kumar was
also from the legal division
within the armed forces and
selected for potential surveil-
lance at around the same time
as Dev. Kumar was posted as a
legal officer at the corps head-
quarters in Jammu and Kashmir
when in August 2018, a few
months prior to his appearance
in the database, he filed a peti-
tion in the Supreme Court on
behalf of 356 Army personnel
against what they apprehended
was an impending dilution of
the Armed Forces (Special
Forces) Act (AFSPA),” said The
Wire report. 

From Page 1
But when we saw they are

not interested in doing any-
thing about this, we thought
that our Government must do
something and so before going
to Delhi I called a Cabinet
meeting and set up a judicial
commission to inquire into
the matter, she said

“The two-member panel
would comprise former
Supreme Court judge M
BLokur and retired Chief
Justice of Calcutta High Court
Jyotirmoy

Bhattacharya. They will
look into how the entire illegal
hacking of the phones took
place and how privacy of the
people was breached. 

The Cabinet has approved
the decision and minutes have
been written …according to
which the Commission will
probe illegal hacking, tracking
and recording of mobile
phones in Bengal,” Mamata
said.

Soon after the Chief
Minister set up the judicial
panel the State BJP hit back
bringing counter-spying
charges against the TMC
Government.

State BJP spokesperson
Samik Bhattachayra said, “Let
this Government bring to light
as to which Commissioner of
Police visited Israel in the past
10 years (of TMC rule) … let
them also come clean on which
top police or some other offi-
cer brought the Pegasus to
Bengal through backdoor … let
them also make it clear as to
which software the STF and
CID is using for snooping or
did any senior police officer
contact

Pegasus or any other spy-
ware company to crack e-mails
and WhatsApp messages … let
them also explain why the
State ministers and the media
men talk among themselves via
WhatsApp.”

BJP’s IT cell head Amit
Malviya also attacked the Chief
Minister saying, “Why are we
even surprised that Mamata
Banerjee has constituted a judi-
cial commission to investigate
bogus Pegasus Project? Her
priorities have always been
warped.

If only she had shown such
alacrity to probe post-poll vio-
lence and investigate several
Covid scams in Bengal!”

From Page 1
Vasdev, appearing for the

foundation, sought a stay on the
prosecution under the Drugs
and Cosmetics Act. 

On sensing disinclination of
the bench, the counsel for the
Gambhir’s foundation with-
drew the petition.

Delhi’s drugs control
department had on July 17 told
the Delhi High Court that it has
launched prosecution against
Gautam Gambhir Foundation
and AAP MLAs, Imran Hussain
and Praveen Kumar, before a
court for allegedly illegally
stocking and distributing Covid
drugs during the infection’s
second wave.

Based on inquires made by
the investigating team, a pros-
ecution in the court of law was
launched against Gautam
Gambhir Foundation, its
trustees and CEO on July 8 for
“contravening the provisions of
section 18(c) read with section
27(b)(ii) of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940”, the Delhi
Drugs Control Department
(DDCD) said in a response
which was in the form of a sta-
tus report. Cricketer-turned-
politician and BJP leader
Gautam Gambhir is one of the
trustees.

Section 18(c) prohibits
manufacture, sale distribution of
drugs without a licence and
Section 27(b)(ii) makes sale, dis-
tribution without valid licence
punishable with imprisonment
for a term, not be less than three
years but which may extend to
five years and with fine.

From Page 1
Both the CMs have assured

Shah  that they will do everything
to  ensure peace and resolve the
border issue amicably.

Soon after, Mizoram Home
Minister Lalchamliana said in his
statement that following the inter-
vention of Shah, the Assam Police
have withdrawn from the place and
the duty post have been handed
back to CRPF personnel.

Earlier, Zoramthanga accused
the Assam Police of resorting to
lathi-charge and lobbing tear gas
shells while Assam Police claimed
that a large number of “miscreants”
from Mizoram were indulging in
stone pelting and had attacked the
Assam government officials.

Mizoram Deputy Inspector-
General of Police (Northern
Range), Lalbiakthanga Khiangte,
told PTI that at least eight unoc-
cupied farm huts near Aitlang
stream in the trouble-torn area
were torched around 11.30 pm
on Sunday. He said these
belonged to farmers from
Vairengte, the nearest border
village from Assam.

Locals on the Assam side
alleged that miscreants armed
with sticks, rods and even rifles,
attacked personnel of the Assam
Police at Lailapur and damaged
several vehicles, including those
belonging to the office of the
Deputy Commissioner.

Zoramthanga posted a video
in his Twitter handle of a stand-
off between Assam police per-
sonnel and a group of stick-
wielding youths. “Shri
@AmitShah ji kindly look into
the matter. This needs to b
stopped right now.
#MizoramAssamBorderTension,”
he said, tagging the Prime
Minister’s office and Union
Home Minister’s office, Sarm
and officials of Assam’s Cachar
district.

Zoramthanga also alleged in

another tweet that “an innocent
couple” on their way back to
Mizoram via Cachar was “man-
handled” by “thugs and goons”.
“How are you going to justify these
violent acts?” he asked.

The Assam Police countered
the Mizoram chief minister’s alle-
gations by saying that people from
Mizoram attacked its personnel
and indulged in stone-pelting on
them. “It’s unfortunate that a large
number of miscreants from
Mizoram are indulging in stone
pelting and such forms of attack at
Assam Government Officials, sta-
tioned at Lailapur to protect Assam’s
land from encroachment,” it tweet-
ed. The Assam Police also said, “We
strongly condemn these acts of van-
dalism and reiterate our resolve to
protect Assam’s boundary.”

The Assam Chief Minister
tweeted: “Honble
@ZoramthangaCM ji , Kolasib (
Mizoram) SP is asking us to with-
draw from our post until then their
civilians won’t listen nor stop vio-
lence. “How can we run govern-
ment in such circumstances? Hope
you will intervene at earliest
@AmitShah @PMOIndia,” he
tweeted along with a video of the
situation. Later, Sarma said he has
spoken to his Mizoram counterpart
and reiterated that Assam Police
will maintain the status quo and
peace along the border.

“I have just spoken to Hon’ble
Chief Minister @ZoramthangaCM
ji. I have reiterated that Assam will
maintain status quo and peace
between the borders of our state. I
have expressed my willingness to
visit Aizawl and discuss these issues
if need be @AmitShah
@PMOIndia,” he said.

However, Zoramthanga again
tweeted: “Dear Himantaji, after
cordial meeting of CMs by Hon’ble
Shri @amitshah ji, surprisingly 2
companies of Assam Police with
civilians lathi-charged & tear-gassed
civilians at Vairengte Auto
Rickshaw stand inside Mizoram
today. They even overrun CRPF

personnel /Mizoram Police,” he
claimed.

The Mizoram Chief Minister
also urged Sarma to instruct the
Assam Police to withdraw from
Vairengte for the safety of civilians.
The BJP is currently in power in
Assam, while the Mizo
NationalFront (MNF), a constituent
of the BJP-led North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA), is
ruling in Mizoram.

Both the chief ministers had
attended a meeting of all Chief
Ministers of Northeastern states,
chaired by Shah in Shillong on
Saturday.

In his statement, the Mizoram
home minister said around 200 per-
sonnel of the  Assam Police led by
an IGP and accompanied by the
DC, SP and DFO Cachar came to
Vairengte auto-rickshaw stand at
around 11.30 AM on Monday and
allegedly forcibly crossed the duty
post manned by the CRPF person-
nel stationed there and over-ran a
duty post manned by one section of
Mizoram Police personnel.

The Assam Police also damaged
several vehicles that were travelling
along the National Highway
between Vairengte and Lailapur, he
claimed.

Upon learning of “the arson
committed” by the Assam Police,
residents of Vairengte town pro-
ceeded to the site to inquire and
these unarmed civilians were
assaulted by the Assam Police by
lathi charging them and firing tear
gas, thereby causing injuries to
several civilians, the Mizoram home
minister said. 

He said the Superintendent of
Kolasib and an Executive Magistrate
went to meet them and try to
resolve the issue. However, “the
Assam side was adamant and
unwilling to discuss the issue,” he
alleged. Lalchamliana said the con-
frontation continued and a volley of
tear gas canisters and grenades
were launched at Mizoram Police
followed by firing from the Assam
side at around 4.50 PM. 

From Page 1
But the two rounds she lasted, before

being outwitted by world number three
Manon Brunet in the women’s individual
sabre event, made for memorable moments
in an otherwise deflating day. 

The 27-year-old began her campaign
with a confident 15-3 win against Tunisia’s
Nadia Ben Azizi but bumped into Rio
Olympics semifinalist Frenchwoman Brunet
in the next round, which she lost 7-15.

“I did my level best but couldn’t win. I
am sorry...Thank you so much I will come
back much stronger and successful at Next
Olympics with all your Prayers,” she said.

There was an all-too-familiar disap-
pointment awaiting the archers when they
squared off against the invincible Koreans. 

Two days after the mixed team was
knocked out by Korea in the quarterfinals,
the men’s trio of Pravin Jadhav, Atanu Das
and Tarundeep Rai succumbed in straight
sets against their formidable opponents in
the same round of eight stage.

South Korea went on to win the title by
smashing Chinese Taipei 6-0.

On the tennis court, Sumit Nagal was
blown away by world number two Daniil
Medvedev in the men’s singles second round
as India’s tennis challenge all but ended at
the Games.  The Russian did not even need
his ‘A’ game as he cruised to a 6-2 6-1 win
in just 66 minutes against 160th ranked
Nagal at court 1 of the Ariake Tennis
Centre.

Another downer has been the men’s
boxing campaign. A third one bowed out
on Monday in middleweight (75kg) Ashish
Chaudhary, paying for an underwhelming
start in his maiden Olympic appearance.

He lost 0-5 to China’s Erbieke Touheta
in a bout, which could have been way clos-
er had he turned it up a little bit earlier. 

A better fight came from the women’s
hockey team but poor execution proved to
be its undoing, leading to a 0-2 defeat at the
hands of Germany.

After the 1-5 drubbing at the hands of
world no.1 Netherlands, the Indians lifted
their game but it was not enough to get past
world no.3 and Rio Games bronze-medal-
lists Germany in their second Pool A match
at the Oi Hockey Stadium.

There were no suprises in swimming
either with Sajan Prakash failing to quali-
fy for the men’s 200m butterfly semifinals
finishing fourth in Heat 2.

Prakash, who clocked a personal best
of 1:56:38 in Italy last month to breach the
A mark for Olympic qualification, could
only manage 1:57.22 to finish 24th among
38 swimmers. The top-16 progressed to the
semifinals. In badminton, the Indian men’s
doubles pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty suffered a straight game loss
to world number ones Marcus Gideon
Fernaldi and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo of
Indonesia in their second Group A match.

The world number 10 Indian duo
could never find their rhythm and lost 13-
21 12-21 in 32 minutes against the top seed-
ed team. It was their ninth defeat to the
Indonesian pair in as many meetings.

After the proclaimed medal hopes
mis-fired, the skeet shooters too made quiet
exits. Angad Vir Singh Bajwa finished 18th
while his senior compatriot Mairaj Ahmad
Khan ended 25th in the men’s skeet event,
failing to make the six-man finals by some
distance. The medal hopes now are hing-
ing on the young shooters in the mixed
events.

In the 10m air pistol mixed event, the
formidable pair of Saurabh Chaudhary and
Manu Bhaker will fancy their chances after
a terrific run in recent years, during which
they dominated almost all major competi-
tions. Abhishek Verma and Yashaswini
Singh Deswal will be the other Indian team
participating in the event.  Divyansh Singh
Panwar and Elavenil Valarivan will repre-
sent India in the 10m mixed rifle team event
with Deepak Kumar and Anjum Moudgil
being the other team.

From Page 1
In urban India, where economic activi-

ties have largely opened up, the rate of unem-
ployment has stayed below 9 per cent since
the beginning of July, while it remained under
8 per cent at the national level.  In June, the
monthly unemployment rate was 9.17% at the
national level, 10.07 per cent in urban India
and 8.75 per cent in rural India. The progress
of monsoon and opening of economic activ-
ities both in the formal and informal sector
contributed to a comparatively better situa-
tion in July.  

However, the situation in job market is
continued to be sticky as employment oppor-
tunities remain slim ever since the country
was hit by another wave of the pandemic and
closure of several units during the pandem-
ic. The second wave of Covid hit India exact-
ly a year after the first. This cost India an addi-
tional loss of 13.3 million jobs. Employment
dropped from 399.7 million in the quarter
ended March 2021 to 386.4 million in the
quarter ended June 2021. 

So, compared to the pre-Covid March
2020 quarter India today faces a loss of a mas-
sive 19.6 million jobs.

From Page 1
According to sources, given signif-

icant “Lingayat” votes in 121 Karnataka
constituencies of which BJP won 65, the
party wanted a “dignified end” to
Yediyurappa’s innings. His younger son
Vijayendra was in Delhi on behalf of his
father “talking” to the central 
leaders. 

BJP apparently agreed to safeguard
political interests of ‘Yediurappa fami-
ly’ in a trade-off for the Chief Minister
announcing his resignation on July 
26.

He also asserted  that he and his
supporters shall give their 100 per cent
to whoever will become the next Chief
Minister. “We will work under whoev-
er has been selected as the new CM by
the (BJP) high command. I will give my
100 per cent and my supporters will also
give their 100 per cent. There is no need
to make any inference of dissatisfaction,”
said Yediyurappa.

Yediyurappa claimed  he  had
decided to resign two days back. Before
submitting his resignation, the outgo-
ing Chief Minister presented his report-
card at a program at ‘Vidhana Sauda’ on
the completion of his two-year at office
where he said  he has “worked hard”  for
Karnataka and BJP’s development.

Yediyurappa also claimed that once
late Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had offered him a central role  but he
had  declined it, he said.

He went on to say that only the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister  Shah
can strengthen the nation. “Only if Modi
and Amit Shah are in power, the nation
will be powerful. I will pray that they
win, and make India’s place in the
world”. 

This is for the fourth-time  as
Chief Minister Yediyurappa could not
complete his full-term. 
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The Delhi Government
granted Covid relief of

�5,000 each to 47,996 con-
struction workers on Monday.

The decision came after
Deputy Chief Minister and
Labour Minister Manish
Sisodia issued directions to
the Delhi Building and Other
Construction Workers Welfare
Board (DBCWB) in this
regard.

Sisodia urged all construc-
tion workers to get registered
with the DBCWB in order to
avail the benefits of welfare
schemes of the Government.
He assured the workers that the
Delhi Government would
stand with them at all times. 

The Government had

already disbursed �5,000 each
to 2,16,602 construction work-
ers as Covid-relief in April
this year.

This ex gratia payment is
for construction workers whose
applications were approved
between May 28 and July 18.
This relief comes as an addi-
tional benefit for construction
workers who were hit hardest
because of the Covid crisis in
Delhi.

The Deputy CM further
said, “After the first lockdown
was imposed because of the
pandemic last year, the Delhi
Government was one of the
first Governments to grant
relief disbursement to all the
39,600 workers who were reg-
istered with the construction
board in March 2020.”

“We carried out a series of
reforms in the labour depart-
ment by conducting regular
inspections and mass registra-
tion drives for the beneficiaries.
As a result of this, within eight
months the number of con-
struction workers registered
with the board has increased to
three lakh,” he said.

The Labour Minister
appealed to all the construction
workers to get registered with
the construction board so they
can avail benefits like funds for
education, marriage, materni-
ty, pension, etc.

Sisodia also said, “Earlier
workers had to stand in long
queues for hours to submit
their application but now, the
entire process has been shifted
online which helps the work-
ers apply quickly on the
Government website and not
miss their daily wage.”

“It is noteworthy that the
Delhi Government also start-
ed a 24×7 helpline for con-
struction workers, where work-
ers can dial 011-41236600 and
give a missed call. The griev-
ances of the workers were
solved within 48 hours. These
construction workers belong to
the most marginalised section
of Delhi and were one of the
hardest-hit sections of the soci-
ety during the Covid crisis.
This relief disbursement for
construction workers comes
as a much-needed support
during these tough times,” he
added.
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Delhi Police has arrested
five people who were

involved in cattle rustling. The
five men had been stealing
hundreds of animals, mainly
buffaloes from Delhi, Rajasthan
and Haryana. They were arrest-
ed on Monday morning after a
brief exchange of fire in south-
west Delhi’s Dwarka area.

The accused have been
identified as Ajaj (33), Irshad
(35), Ismaile (24), Sajat (53)
and Nabiya (55), all residents of
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh (UP).

According to Santosh
Kumar Meena, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Dwarka district, on
January 12, police received
information regarding cattle
rustling from Main Najafgarh
Chhawla Road.

“Police reached the spot
and found that four buffaloes
had been stolen by unknown
persons after tying their care-
taker with a rope. On Monday,
the police got a tip-off that five

people would come to the
Goyla Dairy-Dwarka Road in
their pick-up tempo around 4
AM. The Goyla Dairy Road
was barricaded and around
4:35 AM, one tempo was spot-
ted,” said the DCP.

“It was given the signal to
stop at the checkpoint, but the
driver hit the barricade and
tried to escape. 

However, the tempo came
to a halt after colliding with a
street light pole. Two people
started firing at the police.
Police also retaliated and both
the accused were shot in the
legs. They were apprehended
with their three other accom-
plices,” said the DCP.

“The accused used to steal
the animals and later sell them
in Meerut. Two country-made
pistols, three knives, two live
rounds, one pickup van etc.
were recovered from their pos-
session,” said the DCP adding
that further investigation is in
progress and efforts are being
made to ascertain their involve-
ments in other criminal cases
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The Delhi Zoo will reopen
for visitors from August 1,

over three months after it was
shut due to a surge in coron-
avirus cases during the second
wave of the pandemic, officials

said on Monday.
The zoo was earlier closed

for more than a year due to the
first wave of the coronavirus
and bird flu. It was reopened
for visitors on April 1, only to
be closed again on April 15 due
to the resurgence of the pan-

demic.
“We are planning to open

the National Zoological Park
(Delhi Zoo) from August 1.
(We are) preparing for things
to be in order. 

“It will be in two shifts as
earlier. Online booking will

open from July 31,” Zoo
Director Ramesh Pandey said.

Visitors can buy tickets
online either on the zoo’s web-
site or at the entry gates using
QR codes. The zoo will oper-
ate in two shifts. The first shift
will be from 8 am to noon and
the second will be from 1 pm
to 5 pm.

The zoo administration
has also introduced cycles for
staff and asked them not to use
bikes or cars inside the premis-
es.

Pandey said the zoo
recorded only 124 animal
deaths, the lowest in the last
three years, while it remained
closed for public in 2020-21.

There are 94 species and
1,162 animals in the zoo at pre-
sent, he said. “We are moving
towards having 100 species
soon,” he said.
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To mark their protest against
the Centre’s contentious

agricultural laws, a group of
200 women farmers from Uttar
Pradesh (UP), Punjab and
Haryana gathered at Jantar
Mantar in the national Capital
for the Kisan Sansad.

The women farmers raised
slogans demanding scrapping
of the three farm laws and their
‘Kisan Sansad’ was moderated
by politician and speaker
Subhasini Ali. The focus of
Monday’s ‘Kisan Sansad’ was
the Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020 and
the farmers’ demand for the
enactment of a law guarantee-
ing remunerative Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for their
crops.

It commenced with the
singing of the national anthem,
followed by the observation of

a two-minute silence in the
memory of the farmers who
have died during the eight-
month agitation. “Today’s
‘sansad’ will showcase the
strength of women. Women
can farm as well run the coun-
try, and today everybody here
is a politician,” Ali said.

Asserting that the farmers
protest against the three “black
laws” and their demand for
MSP will continue, she said,
“The Government keeps call-
ing us (farmers) by different
names like terrorists,
Khalistanis, etc. But if they have
the strength, then they should
not eat the food produced by
these terrorists and
Khalistanis.”

Neetu Khanna, a farmer
leader, said it is shameful that
the Government is “mistreat-
ing” the farmers when “they are
the ones who keep the country
alive.” “I would like to put for-

ward the demand for a legal
guarantee for the MSP because
if we don’t have a MSP, the
common man will suffer,” she
said.

Another participant, Nav
Kiran, demanded the with-
drawal of the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Act, claiming it is “anti-woman,
anti-poor, and anti-common
man”. Explaining how the law
is anti-women, she said, “We
have seen how the prices of
cooking oil and cooking gas
have gone up because of this
law. It will not allow women the
scope to save whatever little
money they could manage to
earlier from their monthly
expenses.” The Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Act deregulates food items like
cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible
oils, onion and potatoes by
removing them from the list of
essential commodities.

The amendments to the
six-and-half-decade law pro-
vide that stock holding limit on
commodities will only be
imposed under exceptional cir-
cumstances like national
calamities, famine with a surge
in prices, the Government had
said in Parliament last year.

The Government had said
the amendments will boost
investment in the agriculture
sector and will also create more
storage capacities to reduce
post-harvest loss of crops.

Actress and activist Gul
Panag, who also attended the
‘Kisan Sansad’, said with the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, the
Government has made the
original law passed in 1955
“toothless.”

“The new law will promote
hoarding and black marketing.
What people do not under-
stand is that this new law will

not affect the farmers but the
middle class,” she said.

“Also, we are not interest-
ed in amendments made to the
laws that were not made
through due process. These
laws have to be repealed,” she
added.

The ‘Kisan Sansad’ is part
of the farmers’ agitation against
the agricultural laws. As part of
‘Kisan Sansad’, farmers from the
protest sites at Delhi borders,
where they have been camping
since November last year, have
been gathering at Jantar Mantar
to raise their voices against the
agricultural laws while the
Parliament’s Monsoon session
is underway. Delhi Lieutenant-
Governor Anil Baijal has given
special permission for the
demonstration by a maximum
of 200 farmers at Jantar Mantar,
a few metres away from the
Parliament complex, till August
9.
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The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) has iden-

tified 791 women who were
widowed due to the Covid-19
pandemic. A report prepared
by the DCW has also been sub-
mitted to the Delhi
Government to ensure their
rehabilitation.

“The DCW got Mahila
Panchayat teams to go door-to-
door to identify women who
got widowed and were able to
identify 791 such women. We
are sending a detailed social
survey report to the govern-

ment so that the benefits of the
scheme can be passed on to
these women. Also, these
women should be vaccinated
on priority,” said Swati Maliwal,
the DCW Chief.

The Commission has also
conducted a social survey of all
these women to help the
Government in the rehabilita-
tion process. The social survey
was conducted on the grass-
roots level by the DCW
through its Mahila Panchayat
network.

According to the survey
report, 774 (97.85 per cent out
of 791 women) have at least one
child while 360 women have
three to five children. If found
that 30 women have over five
children.

From the list of identified
791 women, 734, which
accounts for 92.79 per cent, are
in the age bracket of 18-60
years, while the rest are senior
citizens. Nearly 191 women fall
in the age group of 18-35, the
survey found.

Out of the 791 women, 721
are housewives, while the rest
work as domestic workers,

labourers, small business own-
ers and private and
Government employees.

Nearly 28.57 per cent of the
women have no source of
income while almost 60 per
cent women have a monthly
income of less than �15,000, it
found.

It was also found that 597
women had not been vacci-
nated till the date of survey.

The Delhi Government
has rolled out the
“Mukhyamantri Covid-19
Pariwar Aarthik Sahayata
Yojana” under which an ex-gra-
tia of �50,000 will be provided
to those who have lost a fami-
ly member to coronavirus.

The scheme also provides
for an additional � 2,500 pen-
sion per month if the deceased
was the sole breadwinner. The
social survey conducted by the
DCW will increase the access
of the identified women to the
benefits of this scheme.

“The Commission is still
identifying other women who
were widowed during Covid
pandemic and will submit
additional lists to the
Government, “ said the DCW.

“The Commission strong-
ly believes that it is very impor-
tant to get these women vacci-
nated on priority. The
Commission has recommend-
ed the Government to issue an
order to the district magistrates
to get these women vaccinated,”
the DCW said.

The commission said the
scheme by the Delhi
Government will come in very
useful for the rehabilitation of
these women and the benefits
must reach them. 
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East Delhi Municipal
Corporation (EDMC) on

Monday claimed to have
organised 75 property tax col-
lection camps in the various
wards falling under the corpo-
ration till July 25 in the current
financial year.

The Assessment and
Collection (A&C) department
of the corporation will organ-
ise these camps on Saturday
and Sunday also, the corpora-
tion said in a statement.

Additional Commissioner
Dr Brajesh Singh said that
property tax is being collected
through online mode and to
facilitate tax players, the depart-
ment has produced a short
tutorial video to educate them
about the functionalities of the
property tax portal.

“The link of video has
been sent to 25 lakh mobile
numbers through SMSs. The
Area inspectors are assigned to
contact the residents’ welfare
associations to motivate the tax
payer to come forward for
depositing the property tax.

Dr Singh further said that
a mobile application has also
been launched for payment of
property tax. “A number of
Common Service Centres
(CSCs) have been operational-
ized for the convenience of the
general public to avail various
municipal services including
the payment of property tax,”
he said.
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At least 93 cases of dengue
have been reported in the

national Capital so far this
year, the data released by the
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) said on
Monday. According to the lat-
est report released by all three
Municipal Corporation, mos-
quito-breeding has been
reported in at least 50,273
households and 4,847 prose-
cutions have been launched
this year.

The dengue breeding
checkers have checked
12878376 houses and also
issued 45,398 legal notices to
various office and residential
premises, the data said.

The number of dengue
cases for the January 1-July 3
period is also the highest this
year since 2018 when the count
had stood at 33 in that same
duration. No case has been
reported in the month of July,
as per the report.

As per the civic report
issued by the municipal cor-

porations, 36 cases of dengue
have been recorded till July 24
this year. However, no deaths
have been reported due to
dengue in the city till now, it
said. As many as 32 cases of
malaria and 14 cases of chikun-
gunya have also been reported
till July 24 this year, as per the
civic report released on
Monday.

The malaria parasite is
transmitted by female
Anopheles mosquitoes, which
bite mainly between dusk and
dawn. 

According to World Health
Organisation malaria is caused
by the protozoan parasite
Plasmodium. Human malaria
is caused by four different
species of Plasmodium: P. fal-
ciparum, P. malariae, P. ovale
and P. vivax.

Dengue mosquito larvae
breed in clear, standing water,
while those of malaria thrive
even in dirty water. Cases of
vector-borne diseases are usu-
ally reported between July and
November but the period may
stretch till mid-December.
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In view of China ramping up
its infrastructure, including

roads and rail network near the
Line of Actual Control(LAC),
the Government on Monday
assured the Rajya Sabha that
required measures were under-
taken to improve border infra-
structure.

Making this assertion,
Minister of State for Defence
Ajay Bhatt said 73 critical roads
have been designated as Indo-
China Border Roads of 4,203
kilometers length and are being
accorded highest priority with
dedicated funding. 

Further, to ensure all
weather connectivity to far
flung areas, construction of
tunnels has also been under-
taken across passes. Currently,
construction of four tunnels is
underway, he said in a written
reply.

Infrastructure develop-
ment in Uttarakhand is being
holistically executed with bud-

getary support from the
Ministry of Defence, Home
Ministry, State Public Works
Department(PWD) and
Central projects l ike
Bharatmala and Chardham.
As on date, 21 roads with a
length of approximately 800
kilometers are being con-
structed and upgraded by the
Border Roads
Organisation(BRO)over and
above certain roads being con-
structed by State PWD.

He said the Government is
fully seized of the security
needs of the country and
reviews the same from time to
time. Required measures
including development of
infrastructure like construc-
tion of roads, tunnels and
strategic railway lines are taken
to safeguard the sovereignty,
territorial integrity and secu-
rity of India. 

As per the operational
requirement of Armed Forces
and the need for development
along border areas, road con-
struction is taken up by Border
Roads Organisation (BRO).

His assurance comes in
the backdrop of the ongoing
stand-offs at three friction
points between Indian and
Chinese troops in Eastern
Ladakh for the last more than
one year.

China has vastly improved
its road and rail network in the
Tibetan plateau all along the
4,000 km long LAC from
Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh.

It has a high speed rail net-
work to ensure all-weather
logistical back-up for its troops
guarding the LAC. 

Similarly, it has developed
a network of road and rail of
more than 10,000 km in the
Tibet region.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Monday gave a free hand to
the CBI to probe the alleged con-
spiracy to frame ISRO scientist
Nambi Narayanan in an espi-
onage case in 1994 as the agency,
in a status report, informed the
top court that it has registered an
FIR against former Kerala DGP
Siby Mathews and others in the
matter.

A bench headed by Justice
AM Khanwilkar said: “It is
mentioned in the report after
examining relevant aspect, the
FIR has been registered. Now
the law has to take its course.”

Advocate Amit Sharma,
counsel for Mathews, and
advocate Kaleeswaram Raj,
counsel for another accused,
submitted that the Justice DK
Jain Committee report has not
been shared with the accused,
and argued that the CBI’s
refusal to do so is causing
prejudice to the accused in
availing their statutory reme-
dies. They also contended that
the central probe agency is rely-
ing on the report in the FIR.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
noted that the CBI cannot pro-
ceed on the basis of the report
of a panel headed by former top
court judge Jain, formed in
September 2018, to examine
the matter, and the agency will
have to collect material in the
case independently.

“The report by itself cannot
be the basis to proceed against
the respondents or persons
named as accused in the FIR
registered by the CBI,” said the
bench.

“The CBI has decided to
proceed in the matter and fur-
ther steps should follow as per
law.”

It further added: “We make
it clear that our earlier order
only required that Justice D.K.
Jain report shall not be made
public and not the FIR.”

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the Centre,
then informed the top court
that the FIR will be uploaded
during the course of the day.

The apex court said the
panel’s report has been acted

upon, therefore the Jain com-
mittee may cease to function.

On April 15, the top court
had ordered the CBI to probe
the role of Kerala Police officers
in framing of Narayanan in the
1994 espionage case. Accepting
the report submitted by panel
headed by Justice Jain (retd),
the top court said the matter is
very serious and it requires CBI
probe.

The bench had asked the
then acting CBI Director to
take charge of the case and treat
the inquiry report given by
Justice Jain panel as a prelimi-
nary inquiry report to conduct
further investigation into the
matter. The CBI was asked to
file status report on its investi-
gation in three months. IANS
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The CBI has booked an
Andhra Pradesh-based pri-

vate company for alleged loan
fraud to the tune of �20 crore.
The agency conducted search-
es at three locations on Monday
at the premises of the accused
entity and individuals in
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

The agency has named Ind
Tob International Pvt. Ltd.,
Guntur (Andhra Pradesh), its
Managing Director, Promoter
and Guarantor Tadisetty
Venkata Rao, Director and
Promoter Tadisetty Murali
Mohan besides unknown pub-
lic servants.

It was alleged that the pri-
vate company was engaged in
trading of tobacco. It was fur-
ther alleged that the said private

company availed credit facilities
aggregating to �45 crore from
SBI, Specialised Commercial
Branch, Guntur, the CBI said in
a statement.

These credit facilities were
inter alia secured against
hypothecation of movable
assets, mortgage of immovable
properties and personal guar-
antees.

The account became non-
performing asset (NPA) on
February 27, 2019 due to lower
sales coupled with lower mar-
gins and cash losses in addition
to submission of inflated
/manipulated stock statements
and transfer of funds to the per-
sonal accounts of Directors.  An
alleged loss to the tune of
�19.28 crore(approx) was
caused to lending bank SBI, it
added.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Monday said it has attached
assets worth over �7 crore of a
company in connection with a
case of money laundering
through alleged diversion of
duty-free imported gold.

The agency said a provi-
sional order for attachment of
seized cash, gold jewellery
and silver worth �7.47 crore
has been issued under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
against the firm — Shri Lal
Mahal, it said.

The ED case against the
accused company and its pro-
moters followed an earlier

complaint f i led by the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) in Noida
near here, under sections of
the Customs Act for “diversion
of 586 kg of duty-free import-
ed gold in the domestic mar-
ket and evading of Customs
duty.”

The ED probe revealed
that Shri Lal Mahal Ltd. and its
related entity Bindra Sales Pvt
Ltd, its beneficial owners Prem
Chand Garg, Anita Garg and
others were involved in crim-
inal offences and had acquired
proceeds of crime by diverting
the duty-free imported gold in
the domestic market and evad-
ing Customs duty to the tune
of �17.54 crore, the agency
said in a statement.
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In a bid to boost domestic
supply and check rising

prices, the Government on
Monday reduced the import
duty on masoor dal to zero
and also halved the
Agriculture Infrastructure
Development Cess on the
lentil to 10 per cent. Retail
price of masoor dal has
increased by 30 per cent to
�100 per kg now from �70 per
kg on April 1, this year, as per
the data maintained by the
consumer affairs ministry.

A notification in this
regard was tabled in the Rajya
Sabha by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman. The
Minister said that the basic
customs duty has been
reduced from 10 per cent to
nil on lentils (masoor dal)
originated in or exported
from countries other than
the US.

Also, the basic customs
duty has been reduced from
30 per cent to 20 per cent on
lentils (masoor dal) originat-
ing in or exported from the
US, she said. Further, the
Agriculture Infrastructure
Development Cess on lentils
(masoor dal)  has been
reduced from the present rate

of 20 per cent to 10 per cent,
she added.

India Grains and Pulses
Association (IGPA) Vice
Chairman Bimal Kothari had
early this month said,”India
annually needs 25 million
tonne of pulses. But this year,
we are expecting a shortage.”

The government had
introduced the Agriculture
Infrastructure and
Development Cess (AIDC)
on certain items, including
petrol, diesel, gold and some
imported agricultural prod-
ucts, this fiscal in a bid to
boost agriculture infrastruc-
ture.

Farmers leader Binod
Pandey said that farmers of
Madhya Pradesh,  Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal and
Bihar will hugely affected as
these four States produces
almost 85percent of
Lentil(Masur).
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Extending support to farm-
ers protesting against the

Centre’s three farm laws,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Monday drove a tractor to
Parliament along with other
party MPs and demanded that
the agricultural laws be
repealed.

Rahul, along with party
MPs Pratap Singh Bajwa,
Ravneet Singh Bittu, Deepinder
Singh Hooda, Gurjit Singh
Aujla, Jasbir Singh Gill and
other leaders like Randeep
Surjewala, also carried banners
and raised slogans. Rahul said

he has brought the message of
farmers to Parliament.

“We have brought the
message of farmers to
Parliament. Their issue is not
being allowed to be discussed
in Parliament and farmers all
over the country are being
suppressed and that is why we
are here. These black laws
should be withdrawn,” Rahul
said, talking to the media. He
claimed that these farm laws
are aimed to help only two-
three industrialists.

“The entire countr y
knows for whom these laws
have been brought. These
laws are not for the benefit of

farmers and that is why they
have to be withdrawn,” he
added. 

Congress’ chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala and
Youth Congress chief BV
Srinivas, along with a number
of party leaders, were detained
by the Delhi Police outside
Parliament and taken to
Mandir marg police station.

The police said 10 people
have been detained. 

The tractor driven by
Rahul has also been impound-
ed by the Delhi Police. The
detained Congress leaders
raised slogans demanding the
withdrawal of farm laws.
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Former Union Minister and
Congress leader Shashi

Tharoor on Monday demand-
ed a Supreme Court judge-
monitored probe into the
Pegasus snooping allegations
and indicated that Opposition
parties would continue to
disrupt Parliament’s proceed-
ings until the Government
agrees to a debate on it.

Tharoor’s party colleague
and Home Minister in UPA
Government,  P
Chidambaram too attacked
the Centre, saying the only
Government that is “uncon-
cerned” over the issue is that
of India. He referred to the
reports that French President
Emmanuel Macron spoke
with Israeli Prime Minister
Naftal i  Bennett  on the
Pegasus snooping allegations.
Chidambaram alleged Indian
government was fully aware
of the snooping and does not
need any more information
from Israel or the NSO
Group.

Tharoor, who is also the
Chairman of Parliamentary
Panel on IT, alleged that it
appears that the government
used public money for snoop-
ing for its “selfish political

interests”.  Speaking to
reporters in the Parliament
complex Tharoor said, “We
want the government to agree
toa debate on the issue, but it
is not ready. What we are say-
ing is that if you (govern-
ment) do not agree to this and
answer our questions, then
why should we allow you to
transact your business.”

He said other issues like
price rise and contentious
farm laws are also important
for the opposition but the
Pegasus row is a priority.
Tharoor also made light of IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw’s
statement on the issue in
both Houses, saying he just
shared his “Mann Ki Baat”
without listening to the oppo-

sition. Vaishnaw had termed
the snooping stories a bid to
malign India,claiming that
there is “no substance” to
this sensationalism.

The parliamentary panel,
led by Tharoor, is likely to
question top government offi-
cials, including from the
home ministry, later this week
on Pegasus snooping allega-
tions, according to sources.
The 32-member
Parl iamentar y Standing
Committee on Information
and Technology is scheduled
to meet on July 28. The agen-
da of the meeting is “Citizens
data security and privacy”,
according to a notification
issued by Lok Sabha
Secretariat.
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New Delhi: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and senior
Indian military officers paid
homage to the fallen heroes on
the 22nd anniversary of Kargil
Vijay Diwas at the National
War Memorial in New Delhi.

Singh laid a wreath in the
honour of the bravehearts who
made the supreme sacrifice in
the service of the nation dur-
ing India’s victory in ‘Operation
Vijay’ in 1999, also known as
Kargil conflict.

Singh recalled the valour of
the bravehearts of the Kargil
conflict, saying that nation will
never forget the sacrifice made
by the gallant heroes of Indian
Armed Forces.

He added that the grateful
nation will always be indebted
to their courage and continue
to follow their ideals.

In a tweet, Singh said the
supreme sacrifice of the brave
soldiers will inspire the gener-
ations to come.

Minister of State (Defence)
Ajay Bhatt, Chief of the Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal R.K.S.
Bhadauria, Chief of the Army
Staff General M.M. Naravane,
Defence Secretary Dr Ajay
Kumar and Chief of Integrated
Defence Staff to the Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CISC) Vice Admiral Atul
Kumar Jain also paid homage
to the fallen heroes at the
National War Memorial. ANI

+��������

�����/��
	!��
��#��$

	
!��*
%������
��#	
%����


7�����0���'�
�
�������

5�
������
�'
�

����'

���
��*'
��/�#�$��#
$
�!�
��	&�'
	�

�	��� /-5��-96#

AParliamentary standing committee on transport, tourism and culture in its
report on “Development and Conservations of Museums and Archaeological

sites-Challenges and Opportunies” has recommended that private owners of list-
ed historic buildings should be given certain compensations or incentives to encour-
age them in conservation and protection of the historical sites.  

The Committee has asked the Ministry to set up a mechanism to collect feed-
back from domestic as well as foreign tourists visiting museums or archaeolog-
ical sites.

“Private owners of listed historic buildings as well as people having residential
property properties within prohibited/ regulated/ buffer areas should be provided
with certain compensation/ incentives to encourage their participation in the con-
servation and protection of the historical sites,” the committee, headed by MP
TG Venkatesh, said in its report, tabled in the Parliament on Monday. The
Committee, therefore, recommended that wherever feasible, the Ministry may
act on the suggestions made by INTACH in this regard.

“Technology may be utilized to permit the tourists to easily leave their feed-
back from domestic as well as foreign tourists who visit a Museum or archaeo-
logical site/monument regarding the experience they had in their visit to a Museum/
archaeological monument. Working on first hand feedback from the visitors will
lead the Ministry into improving tourist experience in the future, while also leav-
ing a positive imprint about Indian culture and heritage among those who visit,”
it said.

The Committee found that the development and preservation of archaeo-
logical sites and Museums often does not run high in the priorities of State
Governments. “This often leads to neglect, and thus irreparable damage is caused
to the State protected archaeological monuments as well as Museum artefacts,”
it said.

The Committee recommended that the Ministry should have a mechanism
in place to identify instances of gross neglect of maintenance and preservation
of important archaeological sites and Museums and prod the State Government
Department concerned to take action to rectify the same.

In cases of exigent needs, ASI may proactively provide technical assistance
to such monuments and Museums. The Committee suggested that the Ministry
may, from time to time, consider the inclusion of the State protected archaeo-
logical monuments and Museums which are more than 100 years old, in the list
of Centrally protected monuments and National Museums.

The Committee further recommended that the Ministry may lend assistance
to State Governments to enable introduction of online ticketing to archaeolog-
ical sites and Museums under their purview.



	
��
	��2�������� �!�"#�$�%& !�'#�& ()��(*(+

)�����
��������	�� :&�6#

The ruling CPI(M) on Monday cracked the whip on per-
sons associated with the financial embezzlement

reported from Karuvannur Cooperative Bank in Thrisuur
district. Crime Branch wing of Kerala Police on Sunday had
arrested Biju Kareem, a CPI(M) local leader who is also
the former manager of the Bank, T R Sunil Kumar, former
secretary of the Bank, A K Bijoy and C K Jills (former
accountant) in connection with  the irregularities in the
Bank that led to the last week suicide of a customer T M
Mukundan who was a Congress leader.

A Vijayaraghavan , state secretary of the CPI(M) told
reporters that strict action would be taken against persons
who were associated with the misappropriation of Bank
funds. The Thrissur District Secretariat as well as the District
Committee of the party would meet on Monday and
Tuesday to take stock of the situation and recommend to
the party leadership the decisions to be taken against those
involved in the scandal,” said Vijayaraghavan.

According to Crime Branch officials probing the
Karuvannur Bank scandal, some of the Bank staff mem-
bers misused the documents pawned in the Bank by those
who availed loans. 

“These documents were used by the Staff as security
to avail loan from other sources when they could not
mobilise enough funds for their business deals. We suspect
many Banks of committing such irregularities,” said an
investigating officer.

Meanwhile, officials of the Enforcement Directorate
based in Kochi have started collecting details from primary
cooperative banks in the State which have accepted
deposits and issued loans. “To begin with, details of per-

sons who have deposited �10 lakh and above with these
primary cooperative Banks are being collected,” said an offi-
cial involved in the probe.

The Primary Cooperative Societies are exempted from
collecting details about the customers and the ED officials
suspect that this clause could have been misused for money
laundering operations.  

The Kerala Government on its part had appointed a
nine-member committee of officials to go into the details
of the irregularities associated with the Karuvannur
Cooperative Bank. One of the officials told The Pioneer
that too much politics in the management of the cooper-
ative banks was killing the system.

“Though there is a recruitment board to appoint
employees to these banks, it is usually the party in power
that decides who should be appointed to the Banks. So,
capabilities and professionalism take back seat while party
writs run all over,” said the official.
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The three-day long total lockdown in Kerala that
concluded on Sunday late night has helped in

bringing down the number of new instances of
Covid-19 and the Test Positivity Rate. Health
Minister Veena George who addressed the media on
Monday evening said that 11,586 new cases were
logged on Monday while the TPR came down to
10.59.

The death toll in the State reached 16, 170 as the
pandemic claimed 135 deaths on Monday. The
Minister blamed the Union government for not heed-
ing to the requests from the State for more vaccines.
“Kerala is facing severe shortage of vaccine despite
the Chief Minister and me making number of appeals
to the Prime Minister and the Union Health
Minister,” said George.

The Health Department tested 1.09 lakh sam-
ples on Monday compared to 1.42 lakh samples test-
ed on Sunday. On Sunday, the State had recorded
17,466 new cases of Covid-19 and a TPR of 12.3 per-
cent.

A senior physician working in Government
Hospital in the State said the reduction in the num-
ber of new Covid-19 cases does not bring any relief.
“The number of samples tested, the number of anti-
gen and RT-PCR tests should be analysed to figure
out whether there has been any reduction in the
transmission of the pandemic. The antigen tests are
not fool-proof while the final results of RT-PCR tests
would be known   only after two to three days,” said
the physician.

There are 271 regions in the State where TPR
showed more than 17 percent. The new policy of the
Government is the slapping of total lock down and
isolation of areas showing high TPR rates.

Noida/Aligarh: Uttar Pradesh Police has
busted a child trafficking racket with the
arrest of 16 persons, officials said on
Monday, adding six kidnapped kids were
rescued in the operation.

The children were rescued during an
overnight operation conducted in Aligarh
and surrounding areas as part of the spe-
cial anti-human trafficking 'Operation
Khushi', they said.

Acting on a tip-off, police nabbed three
persons near a crossing at village Borna
under Mahuakheda police station area on
Sunday evening, Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Kalanidhi Naithani said.

They told police that four kidnapped
children were being held in a house in
Ganga Nagar colony under Gandhi park
police station area, he said.

Police immediately raided the premis-
es and rescued them, the SSP said, adding
two more kidnapped children were freed
from the clutches of other members of the
gang at another house in an area that falls

under the Delhi gate police station area.
Two of these children had gone miss-

ing from Ghaziabad and four from Aligarh,
Naithani said, dubbing the overnight action
as “unprecedented”.

“Sixteen people who mediated the sale
and purchase of infants and toddlers have
been arrested. These include nine women,”
he said.

The male members of the gang with a
nexus across the state would kidnap chil-
dren and hand them over to the women,
who would then sell them off to childless
couples for Rs 50,000 each and sometimes
even in lakhs of rupees, Naithani said.  

The police teams that carried out the
rescue operation under the supervision of
Superintendent of Police (SP) Kuldeep
Singh Gunawat have been rewarded, he
said.

The children have been handed over
to their families and further legal pro-
ceedings against the gang members are
underway, he added. PTI
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Maharashtra achieved a record of sorts on
the Covid-19 vaccination front on

Monday, as it became the first State in the coun-
try where more than one crore people have
been administered the two doses of the vac-
cine.

Till 4 pm on Monday, as many as 4.75 lakh
people were administered vaccines in various
parts of the state.

Of the total people vaccinated so far,
1,00,64,308 people have received both the doses
of vaccine.

Maharashtra stands first in terms of vac-
cination across the country. “We have so far
given the first dose of vaccine to as many as
3,16,9,227 people in the State. After today’s vac-
cination, the number of people getting both the
jabs has crossed more than one crore people,”
Maharashtra’s Additional Chief Secretary
(health) Dr Pradeep Vyas said.

There are 4,100 vaccination centres in the
state. “Till 4 pm, as many as 4.75,974 were vac-
cinated in various vaccinated on Monday. Since
the vaccination will continue late in the
evening, the number of vaccinations that
took place on Monday will go up further,” Vyas
said.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and Tope complimented the Public
Health Department of achieving the milestone
of administering two doses to more than one
crore people.

Till Sunday evening, as many as 1,04,16,614

people in the age group of 18 to 44 years have
been vaccinated, while 4, 59,927 in the same
age group have been given the second of vac-
cine.

Similarly, 1,76,09, 232 people in the age
group of 45 years and above have been given
the first dose of vaccine, while 74,28,097 peo-
ple have been administered second dose of the
Covid-19 vaccine.

In all, 4,13,19,131 doses have been to peo-
ple across the State so far.

There are at least ten districts in the state
where authorities have vaccinated more 10 lakh
people. While Mumbai accounts for a maxi-
mum of 69,66,066 were vaccinated till the
evening of Sunday, Pune comes close second
with 59,12,418 vaccinations, followed by
Thane (32,31,731), Nagpur (12,52,489),  Nashik
(17,55,420), Latur (17,10,074),  Satara
(11,81,304), Ahmednagar ( 11,75,030)
Aurangabad (11,15,549) and Kolhapur
(17,10,074).
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Karimganj (Assam): A 43-year-old
man has been arrested in Assam's
Karimganj district for allegedly raping
a mentally challenged minor girl, police
said on Monday.

The man had allegedly raped his
17-year-old neighbour on Saturday,
officer-in-charge of Badarpur Police
Station Dipak Saikia said.

The girl was alone in the house and
was strolling in the backyard when the
accused dragged her into a room and
allegedly raped her.

“We have arrested the man and a
case under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act has
been registered against him. PTI
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The rain-flood toll in Maharashtra
climbed to 192 on Monday, even as 25

more persons were not traceable till the
evening and the authorities pegged the total
number of people evacuated to safer places
at 3,75,178.   

A day after the authorities said that 149
people were killed, the rescue and relief
teams working in the various affected areas
recovered 43 more bodies, taking the total
n number  of people killed in the rain-flood
ravaged areas in the State.

Raigad, where the district authorities
called off the rescue operation and landslide-
rocked Taliye, accounted for a maximum of
95 deaths, while there were 45 deaths in
Satara district of western Maharashtra. The
death tally in other places comprised:
Ratnagiri-21, Thane-12, Kolhapur-7,
Mumbai-4, Sindhdurg, Pune, Wardha and
Akola-2 each.

The authorities pegged the number of

injured persons at 48, while 25 persons were
reported missing from various rain-flood
affected areas of the State.

Calling off the rescue operation at
Taliye where more than 50 persons were
killed in a massive landslide on July 23, the
Raigad district administration said:  “Rescue
Operation officially ended. We have with-
drawn our rescue teams from Taliye.31 miss-
ing to be declared dead following due
process. All relatives of missing people
demanded for close of operations since yes-
terday” “After seeking opinion of
NDRF/SDRF/TDRF & in respect of senti-
ments of survivors and relatives of missing
people, rescue operation of missing 31 peo-
ple called off officially,” a senior Raigad dis-
trict official said..

Apart from 131 boats that have been
pressed into service, as many as 33 NDRF
teams and 3 Indian Army columns are still
undertaking rescue and relief operations in
various parts of the state.

Meanwhile, seven flood rescue teams

from the the Indian Navy to continued with
their efforts to provide assistance to the flood
affected local population in Ratnagiri and
Raigarh districts,

“More than 200 families have been pro-
vided with packaged 'ready to eat' meals in
the last two days. Emergency first aid and
basic medicines were also provided to the
people in need. The teams also assisted cit-
izens in clearing up the debris left by the
receding flood waters in the areas,”a senior

Navy official said.  
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh

Koshyari will go on a tour of the Raigad-
Ratnagiri districts for a spot-assessment of
the situation on Tuesday. 

State Energy Minister Dr. Nitin Raut
bnegan his tour of Raigad and announced
that efforts were underway to restore power
supply in the affected districts. 

A day after Union Minister for MSME
Narayan Rane said that the Centre would
extend flood relief to Maharashtra,  Leader
of  Opposition in the State Assembly
Devendra  Fadnavis of the BJP asked the
MVA government to extend assisrtance to
all the flood-hit and also come out with a
special package for the Konkan region. 

With a majority of the big and small
rivers, reservoirs, lakes over flowing, villages,
many towns and cities remained inundat-
ed,  while scores of roads in the regions are
still closed for inter-district and inter-state
vehicular movement, especially hitting fuel
and food supplies. 
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Desperate attempts to woo
Brahmin voters by Samajwadi

Party and Bahujan Samaj Party in
the run-up to the 2022 UP
Assembly elections has bewil-
dered respective caste-based vote
banks of the two parties. Political
pundits are also at their wits’ end
to decipher as to what galvanised
the two parties to not only desert
their core agenda but also their
respective core vote banks.

Analysts found it intriguing
that the two parties, instead of for-
mulating a comprehensive poll
strategy to further consolidate
their vote banks and bring to
their fold new voters, were engaged
in chasing the mirage of
‘Parshuram’ and one of the two
promising to build a grand Ram
temple in Ayodhya. The SP and
BSP had forged an electoral
alliance ahead of 1993 UP
Assembly elections and their pop-
ular slogan was ‘Mile Mulayam
Kanshiram, Hawa ho gaye Jai Sri
Ram’.

Political analysts rubbished
the narrative built by the detrac-
tors of the Yogi Adityanath
Government in Uttar Pradesh that
the Brahmin community, particu-
larly in Central UP, was sore with
the Bharatiya Janata Party
Government over the killing of
Kanpur gangster Vikas Dubey in
a police encounter in July last year.

“Resentment against certain
policies of the government and its
transformation into vote against
the ruling party are two entirely
different issues. It is a flawed
assumption and over simplification
of the political process obtaining
at the ground level that Brahmins
of Kanpur will vote against the BJP.
Vikas Dubey was a dreaded mafia
and a terror in the district and
most of his victims were none
other than Brahmins,” said
Kanpur-based political analyst Dr
AK Verma.

“The SP and BSP treated the
political model of exclusive poli-
tics based on caste-based identity
as final politics and never con-
templated expanding their vote
base and making it more inclusive.

Their failure to expand created the
opportunity for the BJP and it was
quick to grab it, which has been
proved by the three successive elec-
tions results in 2014, 2017 and
2019 and is likely to be repeated in
2022. In fact, it was the BJP which
sincerely implemented the slogan
of BSP founder Kanshiram
demanding relative share in power
structure as per population of the
caste and communities,” Dr Verma
said.

Another analyst opined:
“Identity politics is not a bad thing
as this politics has immensely con-
tributed in social, political, eco-
nomic empowerment of the Dalits
and OBCs in UP. During the four
decades of dominance of the
Congress in UP and national poli-
tics, there was no place for identi-
ty politics at all levels including
power, institutional and social struc-
ture. Identity politics of SP and BSP
was a game changer as voters of
these parties became a substantive
participant in the democratic pol-
itics process rather than a formal
participant during the Congress
era,” the analyst said.
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Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the
largest ethanol producing state in

the country by producing a total of 58
crore litres of ethanol in 54 distilleries
established across the State.

A Government spokesman said
that the State manufactured 58 crore
litres of ethanol, a solvent that is
essentially mixed with petrol for envi-
ronmental purposes, in 2020-21. He
said in a major relief to farmers, an
additional payment of Rs 864 crore was
credited to the accounts of sugarcane
farmers from the sale of ethanol.

By mixing ethanol in petrol, the
Uttar Pradesh government has been
able to contribute to saving a total of
75.58 million dollars of India's foreign
exchange reserve, thereby boosting
the economy in these testing times.
Ethanol is a type of alcohol that is
mixed with petrol and is used as fuel
in vehicles.

According to environmental
experts, ethanol mixed with petrol may
reduce carbon monoxide pollution by
35 per cent. It may be recalled that the
distilleries of sugar mills and other units
produced a record 1.77 crore litres of
sanitiser which was not only supplied
within the State but also exported to
other States. 
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All India Shia Personal Law
Board urged the Yogi

Adityanath Government to
reconsider the proposed law on
population control after a meet-
ing in Lucknow on Monday,
maintaining that a campaign had
been launched to malign
Muslims on the issue of religious
conversion by vested interests.

Presiding over the meet-
ing, Maulana Saayam Mehdi
said that the aim of these cases
of religious conversion by
Muslims was purely to malign
the Muslims as it was not pos-
sible to forcibly convert any
person to Islam.

The Shia Personal Law
Board meeting also demanded
action against UP Shia Waqf
Board chairperson Wasim Rizvi,
for his attempts to malign Islam
and Quran. The Shia cleric
asked the government to pay
attention on the maintenance of
the dilapidated building of
Hussainabad Trust and other
monuments of the Nawabi era.
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Uttar Pradesh witnessed the
steepest decline in the num-

ber of fresh coronavirus positive
cases with only 33 people testing
positive across the state during the
last 24 hours, making it the low-
est daily case count since the sec-
ond wave struck in March- April
this year.

In a sharp contrast to other
states significantly lesser in terms
of population such as Kerala,
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
has been successfully taming the
raging disease. Where other states
have been witnessing a greater
surge of fresh Covid-19 cases
(daily cases in the range of 17,000-
2,000), the daily case count in UP
has been below 50 for three con-
secutive days.

In another significant
achievement, Uttar Pradesh, con-
tinuing the downward trend,
dropped the daily Covid Test
Positivity Rate (TPR) -- the num-
ber of positive cases against the
total tests done – and it stood at

0.01 per cent, the lowest in the
country. This rate was at its high-
est at 16.84 per cent on April 24
and now remains even lower
than the lowest post-first wave of
Covid-19.

With eleven districts —
Aligarh, Budaun, Basti, Bahraich,
Etah, Fatehpur, Hamirpur,
Hathras, Kasganj, Mahoba and
Shravasti — becoming free of the
deadly coronavirus and reporting
no cases, the State’s success story
in combating Covid-19 has been
strengthened further.

Emerging as a leader in con-
ducting maximum Covid tests,
Uttar Pradesh has tested as many
as 6.42 crore samples for the
coronavirus infection so far.

The number of active cases in
the country’s most populous state
has also reduced to just 857,
which is now equal to the tally
which the state had in April 2020.
Active Covid cases have been
brought down by over 99 per cent
from its peak capped at 3.10 lakh
on April 30, while the percentage
of active cases as against the total
confirmed cases is 0 01 points.
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In a joint operation carried out off the
Mumbai coast, the Oil and Natural

Gas Commission Limited and Indian
Coast Guard (ICG) averted a possible
disaster after an empty gas tanker of
Dubai started drifting dangerously
towards the sensitive Mumbai High
Fields following an engine failure.

After 36-hour-long operation, ‘MV
Gas Yodla’, which was on a voyage from
Bangladesh to UAE, was towed away to
safety on Monday. 

The ONGC and ICG undertook
the operation when ‘MV Gas Yodla’,
owned by Sheild Marine, Dubai, devel-
oped a major snag in its engine on
Saturday evening and it started drift-
ing in the high seas, 37 kilometers from
the ONGC’s D1 field. 

At that time, there was crew of 17
men -- comprising 8 Indians and 9

Ukrainians – when its engine failed. It
sent out a distress call to Offshore
Defence Advisory Group (ODAG) in
Mumbai. 

Acting on the call, the ONGC
immediately rushed its offshore supply
vessel ‘Sagar Pride’, divtered a multi-
supply vessel ‘Seamec-3’ and tugboat
‘Saroja Blessing’, while the ODAG
Mumbai mobilized its vessel ‘P.R.
Nayak’. Another tugboat ‘Water Lily’
also joined  the operation launched to
help out ‘MV Gas Yodla’. 

The path of the vessel was closely
monitored and by 10 pm on Saturday
night, it was found that drifting ‘MV
Gas Yodla’ was located around 28 kms
from the D1 field. 

The vessel was drifting at around
3.4 km/hour as all the agencies made
attempts to ensure it remained at a safe
distance from the Mumbai High 
Fields. 
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ery of digital financial services
to the extent that by June
2021, India’s payments sys-
tems are now processing more
than 150 million transactions
that amount to �4.5 lakh crores
each day on an average. The
efficiency of digital payments
in direct benefit transfer (DBT)
is also evident, with �53 lakh
crores being paid out digitally
across 319 Government
schemes in FY’21.

Today, as banks partner
with fintechs, they draw in
more ‘new-to-credit’ micro
enterprises into the formal
banking system, being able to
approve loans in seven minutes
as compared to seven days to
the rural consumer. Prior to
these interventions, extend-
ing financial services to rural
India was an unviable propo-
sition for banks because of the
high cost of servicing remote
locations, poor credit demand
and the small-ticket size of
financial transactions.

‘Skill India Mission’: Skill
India was a smart initiative
launched by the Government
in 2015 to provide market and
industry-relevant skills for the
workforces so that they are job-
ready by 2022. In order to
become globally competitive
and raise per capita productiv-
ity and per capita incomes, we
needed to create opportunities
for well-paying jobs for the

millions of under-skilled work-
ers keen to transition from
farming to the services or the
manufacturing sector.

By June 2021, it is encour-
aging that more than 1.25
crore people are being skilled,
re-skilled and up-skilled annu-
ally under the PM’s flagship
scheme of ‘Pradhanmantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana’. As the
PM said, “Only a skilled per-
son will grow in today’s world,
as no longer can learning stop
with earning.”

The exponential growth
of the Startups universe: The
PM in 2015 had said that
“India should be known as a
nation of job creators and not
job seekers”, thereafter setting
in motion an enabling envi-
ronment by improving on the
Ease of Doing Business para-
meters and providing easier
access to credit in order to
encourage entrepreneurship
and startups. Just as demoneti-
sation triggered the growth of
fintech startups like Paytm in
2017, similarly the pandemic
accelerated the adaptation to
diverse tech-based startups
ranging from sectors like edu-
cation, beauty, retail, food
delivery aggregators, e-com-
merce, e-healthcare, and so on.

These innovative entre-
preneurs had gained a first-
mover-advantage by mastering
the art of navigating through

a VUCA world (of volatility,
uncertainty, complexity and
ambiguity) by being resilient to
the changing dynamics in the
marketplace as they went on to
alter existing business models
and design product offerings
that addressed altered con-
sumer needs that provided
ease-of-living solutions. Today,
startups are creating 1.3 times
more jobs than the Old
Economy, having paid almost
twice the amount of taxes
compared to non-funded
companies.

The year 2021 has been a
blockbuster one for the start-
up industry in India, with 16
members joining the unicorn
club in just six months and
BrowserStack, Zeta and
Moglix being among the
recent entrants, while the
league of deacons valued at
over £10 billion comprises
the likes of Byjus, Zomato and
Paytm.

Tech-startups are expect-
ed to further expand to 150
unicorns over the next three
years. Meanwhile, the global
investor community remains
buoyant on the startups space
as India emerges as the third
largest and fastest growing
unicorn hub of the world.

(The writer is an author,
columnist and Chairperson,
NCFIL, at NITI Aayog. The
views expressed are personal).
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Sir — While Karnataka Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa’s resignation at this stage was
uncalled for, the interference by the
Lingayat Swamis has also vastly damaged
his continuation. The credit for opening
the BJP Government’s account in South
India goes to Yediyurappa. He proved that
he could make or mar the BJP’s prospects
when he formed the Karnataka Janata
Party (KJP) and came in the way of the
BJP taking power ahead of the 2013
Karnataka Assembly election. The BJP’s
vote share was divided, consequent to
which the Congress Government headed
by Siddaramaiah came to power.

But realising that he has no future
with the KJP, he disbanded it and crawled
back to the BJP, grabbing power by dis-
lodging the JDS-Congress Government.
Yediyurappa was implicated in a denoti-
fication case and lost ground to
Sadananda Gowda to succeed him, fol-
lowed by Jagadeesh Shettar. The party
recently put pressure on Yediyurappa to
submit his resignation. Yediyurappa has
to be remembered for increasing the
superannuation age of Government
employees from 58 years to 60 years. 

KV Seetharamaiah | Hassan

����������������������	����
Sir — The Rajya Sabha’s RJD member
Manoj Jha has aptly highlighted the irony
of India following the indirect tax regime
in a country where a large number of peo-
ple live in poverty. He should be congrat-
ulated for underscoring a fact that has been
kept hidden from public knowledge. He
said: “This is a welfare State, isn't it? When
a poor man buys a bar of soap, he is as
much a taxpayer as are Adani and
Ambani.” Indeed, indirect taxes are insen-
sitive to inequality. This is the reason why
in most modern welfare States, unlike
India, direct taxes constitute the lion’s share
of the total tax collections. 

In India, the poorest of the poor have
to pay the same amount of indirect tax as
their creamy counterparts when they buy
anything from salt to slippers and from
food to medicine. If we calculate the per-

centage of tax payment on one’s total
income, a poor man’s contribution to tax
and tax-related expenditures is surprising-
ly more than a rich person. While direct
taxes depend on the taxpayers’ ability to
pay, indirect taxes are blind to their eco-
nomic status. High indirect taxes can exist
only on luxury goods; essential items
should either have zero tax or a maximum
of one-two per cent.

Sujit De | Kolkata
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Sir — Actor Jayanthi, who predominant-
ly worked in Kannada films for over three
decades, has passed away at the age of 76.
She was suffering from multiple illness-
es. Fondly known as Abhinaya Sharade,
Jayanthi worked in over 500 films, which
include Tamil, Telugu, Hindi, Malayalam
and Kannada movies. She was popular for
her performances in films between the

1970s and 1990s. Jayanthi was honoured
with the Best Actor award by the
Karnataka State four times. She has also
been a recipient of the Karnataka State
Awards for Best Supporting Actor
(Female) thrice.

Jayanthi received the President’s Medal
for Best Actress. The actor starred in 36
films with legendary actor Dr Rajkumar.
She made her debut in 1963 with the
Kannada film Jenu Goodu. The actress also
worked in Tamil films in the 1970s, along-
side legendary actors like MG
Ramachandran and Gemini Ganesan. Iru
Kodugal, made by Dadasaheb Phalke
award winner K Balachander, was an out-
standing success as she paired alongside
Sowcar Janaki in this film as Gemini
Ganesan’s second wife. RIP, Jayanthi!

MR Jayanthi | Coimbatore
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While Modi 1.0
achieved an 80 per
cent plus last-mile
delivery rate in wel-

fare and social sector schemes
monitored through the skilful use
of technology, in this article I want
to specifically assess the turn-
around of three mega financial
inclusion and employment-gen-
erating goals that were set during
Modi 1.0, which are beginning to
fructify and gather momentum in
2021. All three were scoffed at by
critics, whether it was weeding out
a parallel economy through
demonetisation, or Modi’s prop-
agation of becoming a self-creator
of jobs through ‘Startup India’, or
giving a push to ‘Skill India’ in
mission mode.

The PM had prioritised a
trifold vision in 2015: To target
the elimination of a parallel
economy by transiting to digital
payments, which has accelerated
the booming fintech services
sector; creating a facilitatory
ecosystem to propel ‘Startup
India’ which is now witnessing a
frenzied boom in the IPO space;
thirdly, to ‘Skill India’ in order to
be future-ready with the pace of
innovations. By mid-2021, all
three reforms have witnessed
exponential growth, particularly
the first two, which got a fillip due
to digitisation post-COVID.

Universalising digital bank-
ing leading to financial inclusion:
Targeting a $5trillion economy
and a New India is not achievable
without the financial inclusion of
the urban and rural poor. Hence,
it was imperative to include the
unbanked population so that they
had easier access to formal cred-
it, savings and insurance. “The
basic tenets of financial inclusion
were to bank the unbanked, secure
the unsecured, and fund the
unfunded.” The pandemic has
accelerated the push towards dig-
ital payments, which is a means of
achieving financial inclusion.

Tech-based lending was also
not feasible without access to
credit history of consumers, as the
underbanked lacked a borrowing
track record. Nor was extending
loans to MSMEs possible for
those who lacked collaterals. The
JAM trinity of Jan Dhan, Aadhaar
and the mobile ecosystem that
was set in place in 2015 has facil-
itated the scale, volume and deliv-
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Amajor factor that could make or
mar the Modi government's mis-
sion of doubling farmers' income
has to do with the loss of any-

where between 10 and 30 per cent dam-
age to crop production due to pests and
disease. The use of pesticides is the most
effective way of stemming these losses.

The manufacture, import, distribution,
and use of pesticides is regulated under the
Insecticides Act, 1968, its main objective
being 'to prevent risk to human beings or
animals and for matters connected there-
with’. The government wants to replace this
with a new law. The Pesticides
Management Bill, introduced last year, was
referred to a Standing Committee on June
3, 2021.  

The key provisions are (i) regulation
of pesticide prices; (ii) prescription-based
purchase of pesticides; (iii) ensure manu-
facturers’ accountability for pesticide ‘safe-
ty’ and ‘quality’ in the entire supply chain
including use and disposal; (iv) compen-
sation to farmers for any loss caused by
pesticide use; (v) review of pesticides’ safe-
ty and their ban if risky; (vi) pesticide
export not permitted if banned in India;
(vii) punitive provisions include heavy
penalties and imprisonment.

The Registration Committee set up
under the Actregisters every pesticide after
scrutinizing the formula, chemistry, claims
of efficacy, safety to human beings and ani-
mals, specifying the precautions against
poisoning, and any other functions.

An applicant wanting to register a new
product for the first time in India is
required to generate data to demonstrate
its safety and efficacy in Indian conditions
in addition to the millions of dollars spent
globally on toxicity and chemistry studies.
At present, there are over 250,000 regis-
trations corresponding to only 280 regis-
tered pesticide molecules, i.e., close to 900
per molecule. 

A manufacturing license from the
state, the notified authority under the Act,
is not difficult as it is by and large given
without checking for basic facilities,
including quality control. 

The result is an unmanageably large
number of pesticide manufacturing units,
currently over 1,400. This has made way
for the entry of non-serious players who
have little regard for quality and standards
and the result is a proliferation of spuri-
ous and sub-standard products which
could be nearly a third of the total quan-
tity - worth �20,000 crore — in the domes-
tic market.

This sort of regulatory architecture is
a losing proposition for all stakeholders.
The ‘Me-too’ registrants neither have any
knowledge nor interest in ‘stewardship’, that
is. educating farmers about proper and sci-
entific use of new crop protection tech-
nologies. As a result, the farmers are unable
to utilize their full potential. Worse still,
the use of spurious productsinflict huge
crop losses and damage the soil.The
above maladies ought to have attracted the
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The NIPUN (National
Initiative for Proficiency
in Reading with

Understanding and Numeracy)
Bharat Mission launched by the
Ministry of Education on July
5, 2021, marks an important
landmark in the implementa-
tion of the National Education
Policy 2020. The NEP sig-
nalled a paradigm shift by bas-
ing the edifice of the education
system on foundational learn-
ing. It asserts that the policy
would become infructuous if
children do not acquire the
foundational skills of literacy
and numeracy by Grade 3 in
mission mode. 

This is the key for them to
progress to ‘Read to Learn’ and
then, ‘Learn How to Learn’.
Such empowered individuals
become lifelong learners and
will help lay the foundation for

a knowledge-basedlearning
society. The foundational years
in school are crucial for provid-
ing a firm and reliable founda-
tion for learning and nurturing
young people to develop com-
petencies so that they can adapt
to different situations in the real
world.

The vision of the Mission
is to create an enabling environ-
ment to ensure the universal
acquisition of foundational lit-
eracy and numeracy so that by
2026-27, every child achieves
the desired learning competen-
cies in reading, writing, and
numeracy at the end of Grade
3. The mission will cover the
learning needs of children in
the 3-9 age group.The key
components of foundational
language and literacy are oral
language development, phono-
logical awareness, print aware-

ness, decoding, vocabulary,
reading comprehension and
fluency, writing, and engaging
with a wide variety of books
and other reading materials.

Foundational numeracy
means the ability to reason and
to apply simple numerical con-
cepts in daily life problem-solv-
ing. The major aspects of foun-
dational numeracy are pre-
number concepts, awareness of
the numeration system, con-
ventions needed for mastery of
mathematical techniques such
as the use of a base 10 system
to represent numbers, measure-

ment, using standard algo-
rithms to perform operations of
addition, subtraction, multipli-
cation, and division on num-
bers and apply these to their
day-to-day activities in differ-
ent contexts, understanding of
shapes, spaces, and patterns.

The framework for
NIPUN Bharat has been
evolved through extensive con-
sultations with expert bodies,
national and international stud-
ies, and with the states and UTs.
It covers key technical aspects
of foundational literacy and
numeracy as well as the admin-
istrative aspects for setting up
an effective implementation
mechanism at the national,
state, district, block, and school
levels. 

The NEP 2020 focuses on
the holistic development of
the child. There are different

domains of development.
Hence, three developmental
goals have been identified—
Children maintain good health
and well-being (HW), Children
become effective communica-
tors (EC), and Children
become involved learners and
connect with their immediate
environment (IL).

The NIPUN Bharat also
marks another paradigm shift
in education insofar as it lays
down, for the first time, the
national learning targets and
aims at the universal achieve-
ment of those. The targets
make for easy understanding
and measurement by all stake-
holders as to what the children
are supposed to achieve start-
ing from Balvatika(age 5-6
years) to Class 3, in the areas of
oral language, reading, writing,
and numeracy. 

For example, a child in the
age group of 5-6 years is expect-
ed to be able to read simple
words comprising at 2-3 alpha-
bets, while a child in class
1(age 6-7 years) should read
small sentences consisting of at
least 4-5 simple words. A child
of class 2(age 7-8 years) should
read 8-10 sentences with sim-
ple words with appropriate
speed (approximately 45 to 60
words per minute correctly),
comprehension, and clarity.
Similarly, a child of class-3(age
8-9 years) is expected to read
atleast 60 words per minute.
Also, the students should be
able to follow the instructions
given in the text and answer
simple questions based on their
understanding of the text.

The Mission will focus on
providing access to foundation-
al years of schooling, teacher

capacity building, development
of high quality and diversified
student and teacher
resource/learning material, and
tracking the progress of each
child in achieving learning
outcomes. A child able to
achieve these basic language
and numeracy skills by Grade
3 can better follow class room
transactions, which will help in
improving learning outcomes
in later grades, reduce drop-out,
and higher school completion
rates, leading to a more produc-
tive contribution from them
towards the society. 

Thus, the NIPUN Bharat
mission is expected to lay the
foundation of an Atmanirbhar
Bharat, through a learning
society, where children are able
to realize their full potential as
future citizens, leaders, workers,
innovators, and entrepreneurs.
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attention of our lawmakers and
solutions found. Instead, the PMB
has provisions that will make the
system more unwieldy.

With reference to price regula-
tion, as it is, the innovator or orig-
inator of the new technology suf-
fers heavy losses with so many man-
ufacturers (up to 100 in some
cases) selling the product to the
same set of farmers. They are
unable to recoup the huge invest-
ments made in developing, con-
ducting studies (to seek registra-
tion), and ‘stewardship’. On top of
it, if the government also starts con-
trolling the MRP, as contemplated
under the PMB, it will further erode
their incentives to invest in R&D.

Requiring farmers to buy pes-
ticides only after obtaining a pre-
scription, say, from an agriculture
expertshows little understanding of
the dynamics of pesticide use.
When large swathes of fields are
attacked by pests (like a locust
attack that happened last year), if a
farmer has to wait for a prescrip-
tion, the pests would have devastat-
ed the crop before the pesticide was
procured.

The accountability and com-
pensation proposals are far-fetched.
No doubt, the manufacturer has to
be held responsible for any compro-
mise on quality or things going
wrong at the production, packag-
ing, transportation, storage, and dis-
tribution stages but once the sale
has taken place, the ball shifts to the

farmer’s court., If the farmer has not
properly followed the instructions
clearly written on the packets and
accompanying leaflets, it would be
unfair to hold the manufacturer
accountable.

Referring to the review of pes-
ticides’ safety clause, the provision
for a periodic review of the safety
and efficacy of pesticides in use
already exists in the Insecticides
Act. 

In 2013, an expert committee
was set up to study the continued
use of a total of 66 pesticides.Based
on its recommendations (the report
submitted in 2015), the government
banned 18 pesticides in 2018. For
another 27 pesticides, the Ministry
for Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare issued a draft order in May
2020 to ban their manufacture,
usage, and storage.It is now past the
middle of 2021 but that order is yet
to be implemented. 

The proposal for disallow-
ingthe export of a pesticide banned
in India is illogical. Whether to
allow the use of a product in the
importing country (exports from
India are meant for use in that juris-
diction only), has to be based on an
assessment of its ‘safety’ and ‘effi-
cacy’ in that territory. For this pur-
pose, the fact whether it is registered
or used in India or banned is irrel-
evant.

Finally, the bill provides for
penalties and a jail term for violat-
ing provisions of the Act. Such

criminalization of an offence could
put genuine manufacturers to great
risk particularly when the existing
system of sample collection is
“faulty”.

Instead of trying to micro-
manage the industry (this is what
the bill seeks to do), the thrust of
the law should be on (a) incentiviz-
ing innovators to invest in R&D,
bring new crop protection solu-
tions, and fast-track their registra-
tion; (b) rein in “Me too” registra-
tions by granting a period of exclu-
sivity to the original registrant
during which further registrations
would not be allowed; (c) enforce
strict quality control at all levels in
the supply chain; (d) end the
scourge of spurious pesticides.

The law should clearly specify
time lines in all critical areas such
as grant of registration, license for
manufacturing, distribution and
sale, analysis of the sample, review
of pesticides for deciding whether
to continue their use, etc. It should
enforce accountability on all stake-
holders including enforcement
agencies such as license officers,
sample analysts as well as farmers. 

The process of enacting the law
also needs to be time-bound. Work
on the PMB started over two
decades back — an earlier version
of the Bill was introduced by the
UPA regime in 2008 and it lan-
guished till 2015 when the Modi
government took it on board. Now,
we have a fresh draft - PMB (2020). 
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At least 46 Afghan soldiers
crossed over and took

refuge in Pakistan’s northwest-
ern Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province after losing control of
a border post to the Taliban
militants along the interna-
tional border, according to
media reports on Monday.

The Pakistan Army said
the incident occurred late on
Sunday night in Arundu sector
in the country’s Chitral district
when an Afghan National
Army (ANA) local
Commander requested the
Pakistan Army for refuge and
safe passage.

According to a statement
by the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), 46 soldiers,
including five officers, belong
to the ANA and Border Police
as “they were unable to hold
their military posts along Pak-

Afghan International Border
due to the evolving security sit-
uation in Afghanistan.”

The Pakistan Army con-
tacted the Afghan authorities
for information and necessary
formalities.

“After contact with Afghan
authorities and necessary mil-
itary procedures, 46 soldiers
including 5 officers have been
given refuge/safe passage into
Pakistan,” the Army said,
adding that the Afghan soldiers
have been provided food, shel-
ter and necessary medical care
as per established military
norms.

It said that these soldiers
will be returned to the Afghan
government authorities in a
dignified manner after due
process, Dawn newspaper
reported.

Ever since the US
announced to withdraw its
troops from Afghanistan by

September, the Taliban has
stepped-up its offensive against
Afghan security forces, forcing
hundreds of soldiers and other
officials to seek refuge in the
neighbouring Pakistan, Iran
and Tajikistan.

In a similar incident on
July 1, at least 35 Afghan sol-
diers had requested the
Pakistan Army for refuge/safe
passage due to inability to hold
their military post along Pak-
Afghanistan International
Border. They were also given a
safe passage into Pakistan and
handed over to the Afghan
government authorities after
due procedure, according to the
Army.

The Afghan troops have
lately come under a lot of pres-
sure from the Taliban. Earlier
in July, more than 1,000 Afghan
security personnel fled across
the border into Tajikistan fol-
lowing the Taliban attacks. 

$����������������

������������������ ����� A-#0#/�7�#*/0#/

Striking an aggressive stance
at the face-to-face talks with

the US, China on Monday for
the first time handed down to
Washington a list of demands
and remedial actions to be
taken by the Biden adminis-
tration to end the “stalemate”
in bilateral ties.

Talks between Chinese
Vice Foreign Minister Xie Feng
and US Deputy Secretary of
State Wendy Sherman to
improve the relations got off on
a rough note at the northeast-
ern Chinese port city of
Tianjin, with Xie launching a
blistering attack on
Washington, accusing it of
being the “owner of coercive
diplomacy”.

Sherman, the No. 2 diplo-
mat of the US, is the highest-
ranking American official to
visit China since President Joe
Biden took office six months
ago. She started her meetings
with Xie, who is in-charge of
the US-China relations, and

held talks with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi at a resort
hotel in Tianjin.

Besides launching a well-
publicised scathing attack on
the US, accusing it of “bullying”
other countries with “might is
right” coercive diplomacy by
imposing sanctions, Xie also
handed down a “List of US
Wrongdoings that Must Stop”
and a “List of Key Individual
Cases that China Has
Concerns”.

The list included removal
of US sanctions imposed on the
Chinese officials and their fam-
ilies and revocation of the
Washington’s judicial request to
Canada to extradite Meng
Wanzhou, CFO of Huawei and
daughter of its founder Ren
Zhengfei, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian told a media briefing in
Beijing.

Meng, who was arrested in
Vancouver in 2018 on a bank
fraud warrant issued by the
previous Trump administra-
tion, is still facing trial.

In the list of wrongdoings,
China urged the US to revoke
the visa restrictions on mem-
bers of the ruling Communist
Party of China and their fam-
ilies unconditionally, revoke
the sanctions on Chinese lead-
ers, officials and government
agencies, cancel visa restric-
tions on Chinese students and
stop harassing them, stop sup-
pressing Chinese companies
and “oppression” Confucius
institutes, he said.

In the second list, China
has expressed concern over
rejection of visas for Chinese
students, the unfair treatment
of Chinese citizens and harass-
ment of the Chinese consulates
and Embassy in the US and
racial attacks on Chinese and
Asians. Sherman arrived in
China on Sunday evening from
Mongolia. The meeting was
held in Tianjin as Beijing is not
hosting any foreign dignitaries
due to Covid-19 protocols.

On her arrival, she tweet-
ed, “heartfelt condolences
(from the United States) to

those who have lost loved
ones” in severe storms and
flooding last week in China’s
Henan province resulting in the
deaths of 69 people.

In Washington, State
Department spokesperson Ned
Price termed the Sherman’s
meeting with Wang as a “frank
and open discussion about a
range of issues, demonstrating
the importance of maintaining
open lines of communication
between our two countries.”

Price said Sherman raised
concerns about human rights,
including in Hong Kong and
Tibet, and what he called the
“ongoing genocide and crimes
against humanity in Xinjiang.”

She also raised issues of
media access and freedom of
the press, Beijing’s conduct in
cyberspace and actions toward
Taiwan and in the East and
South China Seas besides dis-
cussing cases of American and
Canadian citizens detained in
China and Beijing’s  unwill-
ingness to cooperate with the
World Health Organization
and allow a second-phase
investigation inside China into
COVID-19’s origins, Price said.

Monday’s pattern of the
US-China talks followed the
highly contentious first meet-
ing in March in Anchorage,
Alaska where Wang and top
Chinese diplomat Yang Jiechi
exchanged barbs with US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan.

China also came under
immense pressure mounted
by the US and allies over the
allegations of genocide in
Xinjiang over mass detention
camps holding thousands of
Uyghur Muslims.

The Biden administration’s
special envoy on climate John
Kerry visited Shanghai in April
this year for meetings with his
Chinese counterpart.

The China-US relation-
ship turned adversarial under
former US President Donald
Trump who besides imposing
trade sanctions also squarely
blamed 

China for the spread of the
coronavirus, which had first
emerged in Wuhan in
December 2019 and the possi-
bility of it leaking from a bio-
lab in the city.
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Iraq’s prime minister says his
country no longer requires

American combat troops to
fight the Islamic State group,
but a formal time frame for
their redeployment will depend
on the outcome of talks with
US officials this week.

Mustafa al-Kadhimi said
Iraq will still ask for US train-
ing and military intelligence
gathering. His comments came
in an exclusive interview with
The Associated Press ahead of
a planned trip to Washington,
where he’s slated to meet with
President Joe Biden on Monday
for a fourth round of strategic
talks.

“There is no need for any
foreign combat forces on Iraqi
soil,” said al-Kadhimi, falling
short of announcing a deadline
for a US troop departure. Iraq’s
security forces and army are
capable of defending the coun-
try without US-led coalition
troops, he said.

But al-Kadhimi said any
withdrawal schedule would be
based on the needs of Iraqi
forces, who have shown them-
selves capable in the last year of
conducting independent anti-
IS missions. 

“The war against IS and the
readiness of our forces requires
a special timetable, and this
depends on the negotiations
that we will conduct in
Washington,” he said.

The US and Iraq agreed in
April that the US transition to
a train-and-advise mission
meant the US combat role
would end but they didn’t set-
tle on a timetable for complet-
ing that transition. 

In Monday’s meeting at
the White House, the two lead-
ers are expected to specify a
timeline, possibly by the end of
this year.

The US troop presence has
stood at about 2,500 since late
last year when former President
Donald Trump ordered a
reduction from 3,000.
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President Joe Biden and Iraqi
Prime Minister Mustafa al-

Kadhimi are expected to
announce on Monday that
they’ve come to an agreement to
end the US military’s combat
mission in Iraq by the end of the
year, according to a senior
Biden administration official.

The plan to shift the
American military mission,
whose stated purpose is to help
Iraq defeat the Islamic State
group, to a strictly advisory and
training role by year’s end — with
no US troops in a combat role —
will be spelled out in a broader
communique to be issued by the
two leaders following their White
House meeting on Monday
afternoon, said the official, who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss the yet to
be announced plan.

The official said the Iraqi
security forces are “battle test-
ed” and have proved them-
selves “capable” of protecting
their country. Still, the Biden
administration recognizes that
IS remains a considerable
threat, the official said.

Indeed, the IS terror orga-
nization is a shell of its former
self since it was largely routed
on the battlefield in 2017. Still,
it has shown it can still carry
out high-casualty attacks. Last
week, the group claimed
responsibility for a roadside
bombing that killed at least 30
people and wounded dozens in
a busy suburban Baghdad 
market.
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Troops surrounded Tunisia’s
parliament and blocked its

speaker from entering Monday
after the president suspended
the legislature and fired the
prime minister following
nationwide protests over the
country’s economic troubles
and the government’s handling
of the coronavirus crisis.

Protesters celebrated
President Kais Saied’s decision
late Sunday night with shouts
of joy, honking of horns and
waving Tunisian flags. But his
critics accused him of a power
grab, and the North African
country’s overseas allies
expressed concern that its
young democracy might be
descending again into autoc-
racy.

In a move sure to fuel
those worries, police raided the
offices of broadcaster Al Jazeera
and ordered it to shut down.

Tunisia, which ignited the
Arab Spring in 2011 when
protests led to the overthrow of
its longtime autocratic leader,
is often regarded as the only
success story of those uprisings.

But democracy did not
bring prosperity: Tunisia’s
economy was already flailing
before the pandemic hit, with

18% unemployment, and
young people demanding jobs
and an end to police brutality
protested in large numbers
earlier this year.

The government recently
announced cuts to food and
fuel subsidies as it sought its
fourth loan from the
International Monetary Fund
in a decade, fuelling anger in
impoverished regions.

The pandemic has only
compounded those problems,
and the government recently
reimposed lockdowns and

other virus restrictions in the
face of one of Africa’s worst out-
breaks.

Angry at the economic
malaise and the poor handling
of the pandemic, thousands of
protesters defied virus restric-
tions and scorching heat in the
capital, Tunis, and other cities
Sunday to demand the disso-
lution of parliament. The large-
ly young crowds shouted “Get
out!” and slogans calling for
early elections, and also pushed
for economic reforms. Clashes
erupted in many places.

Wellington: New Zealand on
Monday agreed to repatriate an
alleged Islamic State militant
and her two young children,
who have been detained in
Turkey since February.

The decision follows a bit-
ter dispute with Australia over
which country needed to
shoulder responsibility for the
woman, who had been a dual
citizen of both countries until
Australia stripped her citizen-
ship under its anti-terrorism
laws. The woman and her chil-
dren were arrested when they
tried to illegally cross from
Syria into Turkey, according to
Turkey’s Defense Ministry.

Turkey identified her only
by her initials, S.A., while New
Zealand media say she is
Suhayra Aden, who was 26 at
the time of her arrest.

Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said New Zealand had
taken into account its interna-
tional responsibilities and could
not remove citizenship from
anybody if it left them stateless.

“I made very strong repre-
sentations to Australia that she
should be permitted to return
there. Her family moved to
Australia when she was 6 and
she grew up there before
departing for Syria in 2014 on
an Australian passport,” Ardern
said in a statement.
“Unfortunately, Australia
would not reverse the cancel-
lation of citizenship.” Ardern
said the safety and wellbeing of
New Zealanders was the gov-
ernment’s paramount concern.

AP
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Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
party on Monday was

poised to form the government
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
for the first time after it won 25
of the 45 seats in the legislative
assembly elections marred by
deadly violence and allega-
tions of irregularities by the
Opposition.

Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) won 25 seats while
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
came second with 11 and the
incumbent Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
secured just six, the state-run

Radio Pakistan reported, citing
unofficial results announced by
the Election Commission.

Thus, PTI secured a simple
majority to form the govern-
ment without the support of
any other party. 

It is for the first time that
PTI will form a government in
PoK.

Traditionally, the ruling
party in the country wins the
elections in PoK. The 2016
election was won by the PML-
N.

Muslim Conference (MC)
and Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples Party (JKPP) won one
seat each.

India has previously
slammed Pakistan for its deci-
sion to hold elections in Gilgit-
Baltistan and said any action to
alter the status of the militari-
ly occupied region has no legal
basis.

Prime Minister Khan
thanked the people of the
region for placing their trust in
his party through their votes
which resulted in PTI’s electoral
victory. 

“We will focus on bringing
the ppl out of poverty through
our Ehsaas & Kamyab Pakistan
progs; & establish account-
ability & transparency in govt,”
he tweeted.

����� :*%*�6#

AHindu woman in Pakistan,
who was allegedly tortured

and forced to marry a man on
forged documents to show her
as Muslim, was handed back to
her parents on Monday on the
directions of a local court after
her video seeking justice went
viral on social media.

Reena Meghwar was kid-
napped on February 13 by one
Qasim Kashkheli from the area
of Keriogjar in Badin district in
the Southern Sindh province.

A video of Meghwar went
viral on social media a couple
of days ago in which she can be
heard saying: “please send me
to my parents, I was forcibly
taken away. I have been warned
of dire consequences with a
threat that my parents and
brothers will be killed.”

However, she stopped short
of naming anyone who was
making the threats in the video.

The Sindh government
taking notice of the video
ordered a police inquiry fol-
lowing which Badin SSP
Shabeer Ahmed Sethar led a
team and recovered the Hindu
girl from the house of Kashkeli.

She was produced in a
local sessions court in Badin on
Monday where she said in a
statement that she had not
converted to Islam and the
accused had prepared false
documents to marry her
forcibly as a Muslim woman.

After recording her state-
ment, the court ordered police
to register a case against the
accused. Meghwar was then
handed over to her parents in
the presence of law enforce-
ment personnel.
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The UN has warned that
without a “significant de-

escalation” in violence in
Afghanistan, the year 2021 is on
course to witness the highest
number of documented civilian
casualties in over a decade in
the war-torn country.

The UN Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan’s
(UNAMA) Afghanistan
Protection of Civilians in
Armed Conflict Midyear
Update 2021 documents 5,183
civilian casualties (1,659 killed
and 3,524 injured), a 47 per
cent increase compared with
the same period in 2020.

In the report, the United
Nations warns that without a
“significant de-escalation in
violence Afghanistan is on
course for 2021 to witness the

highest ever number of docu-
mented civilian casualties in a
single year since UNAMA
records began” in 2009.

The report said that of
serious concern is the acute rise
in the number of civilians
killed and injured in the peri-
od from May 1, as international
military forces began their
withdrawal and the fighting
intensified following the
Taliban’s offensive. Almost as
many civilian casualties in the
May-June period were record-
ed as in the entire preceding
four months.

The number of civilian
casualties during May and June
– 2,392 in total (783 killed and
1,609 injured) – was the high-
est for those months since
UNAMA began its systematic
documentation in 2009. The
period January-April 2021 saw

2,791 civilian casualties (876
killed and 1,915 injured), it
said, amid withdrawal of US
forces and the Taliban offen-
sive.

“I implore the Taliban and
Afghan leaders to take heed of
the conflict’s grim and chilling
trajectory and its devastating
impact on civilians. The report
provides a clear warning that
unprecedented numbers of
Afghan civilians will perish
and be maimed this year if the
increasing violence is not
stemmed,” Secretary-General’s
Special Representative for
Afghanistan Deborah Lyons
said.

The UN envoy, who is also
the head of UNAMA, called on
the Taliban and Afghan leaders
to intensify efforts at the nego-
tiating table, stop the Afghan
against Afghan fighting.
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China and Pakistan have
decided to launch “joint

actions” in Afghanistan to stop
the war-torn country from
becoming a “hotbed for ter-
rorism” and drive out terrorist
forces from there, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry said on
Monday.

The decision was taken
during a meeting between
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi and his Pakistan coun-
terpart Shah Mahmood
Qureshi in the southwestern
the Chinese city of Chengdu on
Saturday.

During the meeting, Wang
and Qureshi “decided to launch
joint actions on Afghan issue,”

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Zhao Lijian told a media brief-
ing here.

Also, a press release post-
ed on the website of the
Chinese Foreign Ministry said
Wang in his talks with Qureshi
“emphasised that as
Afghanistan’s neighbours,
China and Pakistan are direct-
ly impacted by the Afghan sit-

uation. It is necessary for the
two countries to strengthen
cooperation and respond to
changes”.

This was “one important
agenda during Qureshi’s visit to
China,” said the press release
titled ‘China and Pakistan
Decide to Launch Joint Actions
on Afghan Issue’.
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Lebanon’s President appoint-
ed a billionaire businessman

and former prime minister as
the next premier-designate
Monday, after Saad Hariri ear-
lier this month gave up
attempts to form a Cabinet
amid an unprecedented finan-
cial meltdown roiling the coun-
try.

Najib Mikati’s appointment
came after he secured the
majority of lawmakers’ votes in
binding consultations President
Michel Aoun held with mem-
bers of parliament.

One of the richest men in
Lebanon, Mikati became a
favourite for the post after he
was endorsed by most of
Lebanon’s political parties
including the powerful, Iran-
backed militant Hezbollah
group and the other major
Shiite party, Amal, led by
Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri. 

Mikati was also endorsed
by former Sunni prime minis-
ters including Hariri, who
abandoned efforts to form a
government after failing to
agree with Aoun on the
Cabinet’s makeup.
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The Government on
Monday reduced the basic

customs duty on imports of
masur dal to zero and halved
the Agriculture Infrastructure
Development Cess on the lentil
to 10 per cent, with an aim to
augment domestic supplies as
well as provide “relief to con-
sumers” from high prices.

The reduced customs duty
and cess will come into effect
from Tuesday.

Notifications in this regard
were tabled in both houses of
Parliament by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

The effective import duty
on masur dal will now come
down to 10 per cent from 30
per cent.

“To give relief to con-
sumers, Government has
reduced Customs Duty on
Masur Dal from 30 per cent to
10 per cent. (Basic Customs
Duty reduced from 10 per cent
to ‘Nil’ and Agriculture
Infrastructure Development
Cess reduced from 20 per cent
to 10 per cent). This will bring
down the retail price of Masur
Dal,” the finance ministry said
in a tweet.

According to the notifica-

tions, the basic customs duty
has been reduced from 10 per
cent to nil on lentils (masur
dal) originated in or exported
from countries other than the
US.

Also, the basic customs
duty has been reduced to 20 per
cent from 30 per cent on lentils
originating in or exported from
the US.

Further, the Agriculture
Infrastructure Development
Cess (AIDC) on lentils has
been reduced from the present
rate of 20 per cent to 10 per
cent.

Retail price (model) of
masur dal has increased by 21
per cent to � 85 per kg now
from �70 per kg on April 1, this
year, as per the data maintained
by the consumer affairs min-
istry.

On Monday, the maxi-
mum selling price was as high
as �129 a kg at Dharwad while
the minimum selling price was
Rs 71 in Warangal and Rajkot.

As per the agriculture
ministry data, India’s domestic
production of lentil, a rabi
crop, increased to nearly 1.3
million tonne in 2020-21 crop
year (July-June) from 1.1 
million tonnes in the previous
year.
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Describing the recent two
consecutive spikes in retail

inflation beyond the 6 per cent
as a ‘transitory hump’, a Wall
Street brokerage on Monday
said it expects the RBI to over-
look it and unanimously stick
to the dovish stance at the
forthcoming policy review,
even though a further upward
revision of its already-revised
inflation target is more likely.

The Reserve Bank-led
monetary policy panel is sched-
uled to announce the third
monetary policy review on
August 6, amidst the continu-
ing spike in retail inflation
that has breached the 6 per cent
upper tolerance level for the
past two consecutive months. 

“We expect the MPC to
stick with a dovish pause in the
August 6 policy, overlooking
the ‘transitory hump’ in infla-
tion. Thereafter, the normali-
sation path will depend on the
evolution of growth, inflation
and the pandemic. The gover-
nor is likely to reiterate a
dovish message and argue
against a hasty withdrawal of
monetary policy support,”
Bank of America Securities

India house economists said in
a report.

But they were quick to
warn an abnormally high crude
prices may force the RBI to
adapt to normalisation process
sooner than later.

The repo rate has been at
record low of 4 per cent since
June 2020, after lowering it by
115 bps during the first half of
the pandemic-hit year, and the
reverse repo, which has become
the effective rate given the sur-
plus liquidity, at 3.35 per cent,
after it was slashed by 155 bps
during the same period, result-
ing in an asymmetric +25/-65
bps policy corridor.

The MPC is likely to revise
up its FY22 average CPI infla-
tion forecast slightly from the
previous 5.1 per cent and flag
potential upside risks. On the
other hand, the MPC is also
likely to retain the FY22 real
GDP growth forecast at 9.5 per
cent, with risks evenly balanced
now. 

On policy normalisation,
the report said if there is no
hard-hitting third wave but
yet a sizeable outbreak occurs,
the RBI is likely to meet its
growth and inflation forecasts
first.
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Equity indices nursed mild
losses on Monday after

choppy trade as investors pared
positions in blue-chips amid a
largely subdued trend in glob-
al markets. 

World markets were rat-
tled after China intensified its
regulatory crackdown on tech
companies, while participants
also awaited cues from the US
Federal Reserve meeting later
this week. 

Snapping a two-session
rally, the 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 123.53 points or 0.23 per
cent lower at 52,852.27.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty slipped 31.60 points or
0.20 per cent to 15,824.45.

SBI was the top loser in the
Sensex pack, shedding 1.36
per cent, followed by Reliance
Industries, M&M, Tech
Mahindra, L&T, Bharti Airtel,
HDFC and IndusInd Bank.

On the other hand, Bajaj
Finserv, UltraTech Cement,
Sun Pharma, Titan and Tata
Steel were among the major
gainers, spurting up to 2.46 per
cent. 

Kotak Mahindra Bank
climbed 1 per cent after the
private sector lender reported
a nearly 32 per cent jump in
its net profit to �1,641.92
crore in the first quarter of
2021-22.

“Indian markets started
marginally in red following
negative Asian market cues as
China tech and education
shares plunged and Singapore’s

manufacturing output declined
3 per cent in June on a sea-
sonally adjusted, month-on-
month basis.

“During the afternoon
session markets swung between
positive and negative territory
with lacklustre trade as traders
were concerned as foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
offloaded Indian equities to the
tune of over �5,689 crore in July
so far...,” said Narendra Solanki,

Head- Equity Research
(Fundamental), Anand Rathi
Shares & Stock Brokers.

Also, the European stocks
were seen retreating as
investors watch corporate 
earnings, coronavirus cases
and German business senti-
ment, which fell unexpectedly
in July as supply chain con-
straints and rising Covid-19
infections dampened recent
optimism, Solanki added. 
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Industry body IAMAI on
Monday termed the pro-

posed amendments to the
Consumer Protection (E-
Commerce) Rules 2020 as a
“deterrent” for the industry’s
growth, and pointed out several
ambiguities that it claimed are
likely to have unintended neg-
ative consequences for con-
sumers.

The Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI)
has suggested excluding the
entire value chain from the
ambit of e-commerce defini-
tion, clarifying the flash sale
concept, and confining the
rules to protect the rights and
interests of the consumers as
“in its current form, they fall
under the jurisdiction of
Competition law, legal metrol-
ogy law, intermediary law, etc”.

In a statement, the associ-
ation said although it supports
the government’s initiatives
and regulatory interventions to
protect consumer interests, the
proposed amendments to the
rules raise several concerns
and ambiguities from an e-
commerce business standpoint
that are also likely to have unin-

tended negative consequences
for consumers.

The draft e-commerce
rules released by the govern-
ment on June 21 propose a ban
on fraudulent flash sales and
mis-selling of goods and ser-
vices on e-commerce plat-
forms.

Appointment of chief com-
pliance officer/grievance
redressal officer are among the
key amendments proposed
under the Consumer
Protection (E-Commerce)
Rules, 2020.

The government on
Monday extended till August 5
the deadline for public com-
ments on proposed amend-
ments to the Consumer
Protection (E-Commerce)
Rules, 2020. Earlier, the last
date for public comments on
the draft e-commerce rules
was July 6.

The IAMAI highlighted
that the amendments seek to
regulate the entire e-commerce
supply chain, many elements of
Platform to Business (P2B)
and Business to Business (B2B)
e-commerce, which are beyond
the remit of the parent
Consumer Protection Act
(CPA).

����� /-5��-96#

The Government paid �
164.5 crore to Infosys to

build the new income tax e-fil-
ing portal between January
2019 and June 2021, Parliament
was informed on Monday.

“The contract for
Integrated e-filing &
Centralized Processing Centre
(CPC 2.0) Project was award-
ed through an open tender
published on Central Public
Procurement Portal (CPPP)
to Infosys Ltd, the Managed
Service Provider on the lowest
cost basis. 

“Since January 2019 till
June 2021, the total amount
paid to Infosys is �164.5 crore
under this project,” Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said in a written
reply to the Lok Sabha.

He said the Union Cabinet
on January 16, 2019, gave its
approval for this project at an
outlay of �4,241.97 crore for a
period of 8.5 years, including
payout to the Managed Service
Provider (MSP), GST, rent,
postage and project manage-
ment cost.

On June 7 this year, the
government launched the new
income tax e-filing portal as
part of the Integrated e-filing
and Centralized Processing
Centre 2.0 Project. 

Chaudhary said taxpayers,
tax professionals and other
stakeholders have reported
glitches in the functioning of
the new portal. 

Kolkata:The Tea Board India
has asked all producers to sell
50 per cent through public auc-
tions, prompting companies
to urge the supervising body of
the industry to keep exports
out of the purview of the order. 

In a recent circular on Tea
Marketing Control Order
(TMCO), 2003, the board said
routing 50 per cent of the pro-
duce through auctions will
bring stability in the price real-
isation process.

It also said if any pro-
ducer does not comply with the
order, strict action will follow.

Reacting to the order,
Rudra Chatterjee, managing
director of Luxmi Tea, which
manufactures premium
Darjeeling tea like Makaibari,
said it should not be made
applicable for exports and
value-added tea (packet tea).

Whole-time Director of
McLeod Russel, Azam Monem,
said the directive has been in
existence and organised pro-
ducers have been adhering to
it.   “The genesis of the Tea
Board order is to bring small
tea growers (STG) in its fold.
STGs account for 50 per cent
of the total production in the
country,” he said. PTI
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Non-performing assets
(NPAs) or bad loans of

banks have declined by �
61,180 crore to �8.34 lakh
crore at the end of March 31,
2021, as result of various steps
taken by the government,
Minister of State for Finance
Bhagwat K Karad said on
Monday.

Scheduled commercial
banks (SCBs) were carrying
NPAs worth �8.96 lakh crore
on their balance sheet at the
end of March 2020.

“Primarily as a result of
transparent recognition of
stressed assets as NPAs, gross
NPAs of SCBs, as per RBI data
on global operations, rose from
�3,23,464 crore as on 31.3.2015,
to �10,36,187 crore on
31.3.2018, and as a result of
Government’s strategy of
recognition, resolution, recap-
italisation and reforms, have
since declined to �9,33,779
crore on 31.3.2019, �8,96,082
crore as on 31.3.2020, and fur-
ther to �8,34,902 crore (provi-
sional data) as on 31.3.2021,” he
said.

Karad in a written reply to
the Lok Sabha said Covid-19
Regulatory Package announced
by RBI permitted lending insti-
tutions to grant a moratorium

of six months on payment of all
instalments falling due between
March 1 and August 31, 2020,
in respect of all term loans and
to defer the recovery of inter-
est for the same period in
respect of working capital facil-
ities.

Replying to another ques-
tion, Karad said, gross NPAs of
public sector banks (PSBs)
peaked at �8,95,601 crore on
March 31, 2018.

As a result of
Government’s strategy of
recognition, resolution, recap-
italisation and reforms, NPAs
have since declined to �
7,39,541 crore on March 31,
2019, �6,78,317 crore on March
31, 2020 and further to
�6,16,616 crore as on March 31,
2021 (provisional data).

“The net NPAs have dis-
played a similar trend, increas-
ing initially from �1,24,095
crore on 31.3.2014 to �2,14,549
crore on 31.3.2015, �3,24,372
crore on 31.3.2016, �3,82,087
crore on 31.3.2017 and peaking
at �4,54,221 on 31.3.2018, and
declining thereafter to
�2,84,689 crore on 31.3.2019,
�2,31,551 crore on 31.3.2020
and  further to �1,97,360 crore
as on 31.3.2021 (provisional
data),” he said.

Throughout this period,
he said, PSBs continued to

post aggregate operating prof-
its of �1,37,151 crore, �1,58,994
crore, �1,55,603 crore,
�1,49,819 crore, �1,74,640 crore
in the financial year 2015-16,
2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 and
2019-20 respectively.

“However, primarily due
to continuing ageing provi-
sion for NPAs, they made
aggregate provision for NPAs
and other contingencies of
�1,55,226 crore, �1,70,371
crore, �2,40,956 crore,
�2,17,481 crore and � 2,00,404
crore respectively in the said
years, resulting in aggregate net
losses of �17,993 crore, � 11,389
crore, �85,370 crore, �66,636
crore and �25,941 crore respec-
tively and returning to prof-
itability thereafterwith aggre-
gate net profit of �31,820crore
in FY2020-21,” he said.

At the same time compre-
hensive steps were taken to
control and to effect recovery
in NPAs, which enabled PSBs
to recover �5,01,479 crore over
the last six financial years, he
added.

In a reply to another ques-
tion, Karad said overall credit
growth of Scheduled
Commercial Banks (SCBs) has
remained positive for 2020-21
despite contraction in GDP (-
7.3 per cent) due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.
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Indian auto component
industry is expected to post

20-23 per cent revenue growth
in the current fiscal aided by
strong exports and recovery in
the domestic market, as per rat-
ing agency Icra.

The growth would how-
ever be on the low base of the
last two fiscals and will look
optically strong because of the
exceptionally weak first half of
the financial year 2020-21.

“For the full year FY2022,
we expect a revenue growth of

20-23 per cent aided by growth
across segments and com-
modity pass through, albeit
on a low base.”

“However, headwinds such
as sharp increase in commod-
ity prices, supply chain dis-
ruptions partly arising from
semiconductor shortage and
premium freight expenses are
expected to weigh in industry
margins in FY2022, partially
offsetting benefits arising from
improved operating leverage,”
Icra Vice President and Sector
Head Ashish Modani said in a
statement.

The rating agency noted
that commodity prices were
expected to 

remain at a multi-year high
in the first half of the financial
year 2021-22 before softening
in the second half of the finan-
cial year.An increase in air
freighting, resulting in higher
freight costs for the industry,
also remains a challenge, it
added. “Despite the strong rev-
enue growth and consequent
benefits from operating lever-
age expected, these headwinds
are expected to weigh in on
margins,” Icra said.
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The Government has no
plan to print currency notes

to tide over the current eco-
nomic crisis triggered by the
outbreak of Covid-19 pan-
demic, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman informed
Parliament on Monday.

To a question on whether
there is any plan to print cur-
rency to tide over the crisis, the
Finance Minister said, “No
Sir”.  Many economists and
experts have suggested the
government to resort to print-
ing more currency notes to
support the economy ravaged
by the spread of Covid-19,
and protect jobs.

India’s real Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is estimated to
have contracted by 7.3 per
cent during 2020-21,
Sitharaman said in a written
reply to Lok Sabha.

This contraction reflects
the unparalleled effect of the
pandemic and the contain-
ment measures that were taken
to control the pandemic, she
said.

“The fundamentals of the
economy remain strong as
gradual scaling back of lock-
downs, along with the astute

support of Atmanirbhar Bharat
Mission has placed the econo-
my firmly on the path of recov-
ery from the second half of FY
2020-21,” she said.

The Government had
announced a special econom-
ic and comprehensive package
of �29.87 lakh crore under
AtmaNirbhar Bharat (ANB)
to combat the impact of the
pandemic, to revive economic
growth and to bolster employ-
ment during 2020-21, she said.

The Union Budget 2021-22
announced a number of mea-
sures to support broad-based
and inclusive economic devel-
opment including a 34.5 per
cent increase in capital expen-

diture and 137 per cent increase
in health expenditure, she said,
adding, the government
announced a relief package of
�6.29 lakh crore in June 2021,
to strengthen public health
and provide impetus for growth
and employment measures.

Replying to another ques-
tion, Sitharaman said, the
impact of the second Covid-19
wave is expected to be muted
given localised containment
measures and rapid upscaling
of the vaccination drive.

The Union Budget 2021-
22, estimates India’s nominal
GDP growth at 14.4 per cent
during the current financial
year ending March 2022.

Glenmark Life Sciences
Limited (‘GLS’ or the

‘Company’), a leading devel-
oper and manufacturer of select
high value, non-commoditized
active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents (“APIs”) in chronic thera-
peutic areas, plans to open its
Initial Public Offering (“Offer”)
on July 27, 2021. 

The Price Band of the
Offer has been fixed at �695 to
�720 per Equity Share. Bids can
be made for a minimum of 20
Equity Shares and in multiples
of 20 Equity Shares thereafter.

The Offer consists of equi-
ty shares of face value of �2
each of Glenmark Life Sciences
Limited (“Equity Shares”) com-
prising a fresh issue of Equity
Shares aggregating to �10,600
million (the “Fresh Issue”) and
an offer for sale of up to
6,300,000 Equity Shares by
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals
Limited (“Promoter” or
“Promoter Selling
Shareholder”).  This Offer is
being made through a Book
Building Process and in terms
of Rule 19(2)(b) of the
Securities Contracts
(Regulation) Rules, 1957, as
amended (“SCRR”) read with
Regulation 31 of the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Issue of Capital and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations,
2018, as amended (the “SEBI
ICDR Regulations”) and in
accordance with Regulation
6(1) of the SEBI ICDR
Regulations wherein not more
than 50% of the Offer shall be
available.
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World shares were most-
ly lower on Monday

after stocks rallied to records
on Wall Street, with the Dow
Jones Industrial Average clos-
ing above the 35,000 level
Friday for the first time.

Britain’s FTSE 100 lost 0.4
per cent to 6,998.08 and
Germany’s DAX declined 0.7
per cent to 15,567.11. In
Paris, the CAC 40 lost 0.6 per
cent to 6,526.86. The future
for the Dow industrials
slipped 0.6 per cent while the
contract for the S&P 500
shed 0.4 per cent to 4,385.70.

Investors are awaiting a
meeting of the Federal
Reserve this week for indica-
tions of future policy as new
outbreaks of coronavirus.

����� '�'A*#

The rupee slipped by 2 paise
to close at 74.42 against the

US dollar on Monday, snap-
ping its three-day gaining
streak amid a muted trend in
domestic equities. Forex
traders said the rupee is trad-
ing in a narrow range as
investors are awaiting cues
from the US Fed’s policy deci-
sion due this week.Foreign
fund inflows, losses in the US
dollar and weaker crude oil
prices lent support to the local
unit, they added. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange market,
the local unit opened at 74.43
against the dollar and wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
74.40 and a low of 74.52 dur-
ing the session.
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Technology is significantly
reshaping the relationship
between patients, healthcare

practitioners and the health
ecosystem. With digitisation mak-
ing inroads into various facets of
healthcare delivery, mobile is play-
ing a crucial role and has become
a constant companion of con-
sumers. As patients and healthcare
providers are connected, improved
treatments have become a possibil-
ity due to round-the-clock real-
time data available. 

By acquiring access to such
precise information, healthcare
professionals are able to take
immediate action when neces-
sary. This prevents patients’ con-
ditions from worsening and there-
by improves the quality and
longevity of life. The revolutionary
changes in healthcare have
occurred only because digital tools
have enormously empowered
patients on every step of their
medical journey.   

A significant rise in chronic
diseases, changes in demographic
and economic trends, and the

recent outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic has necessitated a shift
towards a patient-centred health-
care paradigm.  As a result, con-
sumers now demand personalised
services which transform health-
care into a consumer-centric tai-
lored approach, discarding the
erstwhile one-size-f its-al l
approach. Rising digital technolo-
gies are helping the medical care
system move from episodic to
longitudinal & collaborative care. 

Patients’ needs and expecta-
tions from healthcare organisa-
tions are continuously changing.
They now want to be engaged,
informed and connected with all
the stakeholders in the healthcare
ecosystem so that they can become
an expert in the course of their
treatment. 

The reality is that patients no
more rely solely on their doctors
for information about their own
health. In such a scenario, it
becomes all the more important to
ensure that the sources they use are
credible. Technology is helping in
a big way here. 

AI-based medical apps, meant
to educate patients about diseases,
drugs, first-aid, treatments, and
testing services or clinical trials,
are multiplying every day. Medical
practitioners must ensure that
they recommend apps which con-
tain accurate information, lay
down clear objectives, and have
user-friendly interface. These are
important guidelines basis which
medical practitioners can advise
which apps their patients should
opt for. 

3D printing is another major
technology making headway in
patient education. Visualisation
through 3D Printing can help
patients acquire a better overview of
their physical condition so that
accordingly they can make
informed choices when it comes to
deciding in favour of or against spe-
cific treatment paths. For example,
nurses responsible for explaining to
their patients the medical proce-
dures and critical aftercare will
find that 3D printers lend them
access to tools that make the entire
process smooth and seamless. 

Despite  the chal lenges
involved, technology has been
instrumental in maximising pro-
ductivity and changing how
healthcare services are delivered.
Patients today expect innovative
and easy-to-use health solutions.
There is a rising demand from
patients for monitoring devices
which do not interrupt their daily
activities. Besides, it’s important
that patient education materials
are highly interactive. 

Whether it's video, audio or
digital, content must be engaging
for patients. Online quizzes, video
vignettes, puzzles etc are all good
ideas but if they aren't interactive,
they won't be able to capture
patient attention and enhance
comprehension of information.
With technologies like AR and
VR, patients can get in-the-
moment reminders so that they
are directed towards making the
right lifestyle and behavioural
changes that will improve their
overall health.
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����� Lychee is a tiny,
sweet-smelling fruit. It also
has a sweet flavour. Lychee is
an anti-cancer fruit. The pulp
of this fruit contains
flavonoids, which aid in the
battle against severe and
d e v a s t a t i n g
diseases such

as cancer. It contains flavones,
quercitin, and kaemferol,
which are potent inhibitors of
cancer cell proliferation.

Lychees nourish the skin’s
oils, which helps to prevent
acne. It also refines the skin and
reduces the appearance of
spots. It is also beneficial to
people who are trying to reduce
weight due to the lack of fats
and cholesterol.

Lychees are a great
summertime fruit
because of their high
water content, which

helps to keep you
hydrated.

Catching a fever these days is nothing
less than a nightmare for many. And,
if its accompanied by a cough, we
often declare it COVID ourselves.
However, with the monsoon season

settling in, viral fever is on a high.
That doesn’t mean, one should self-diagnose

and declare a fever as viral without undergo-
ing a test. 

“The monsoon season also brings along sev-
eral diseases like viral fevers, stomach infections,
malaria, dengue and typhoid, among others.
Many of these monsoon diseases remain undi-
agnosed until they progress to undesirable com-
plications,” Dr Shalendra Goel, Associate
Director, Department of Respiratory & Critical
Care Medicine, Jaypee Hospital, tells you.

In order to avoid catching a viral infection
and the mini panic attacks because falling ill is
a big no-no during COVID, it is advisable that
one should avoid eating foods from outside or
drinking water that has a risk of being conta-
minated.

“Apart from this, one should also maintain
good toilet hygiene; wash hands well before and
after using the toilet. Wear proper footwear in
the rains and wash the feet after coming back
home. Ensure your hands are thoroughly
cleaned before cooking and drink only filtered
or boiled water,” advises Goel .

While both COVID-19 and influenza (flu)
have almost the same symptoms, the differen-
tiating factor between the two is loss of smell. 

“A COVID-19 patient will experience loss
of smell while a person with flu will have a con-
tinuous runny nose. The flu is more likely to
appear with rapid onset of illness, high fever and
severe headache and body aches. In contrast,
COVID-19 may present with slower onset of ill-
ness, mild headache and body ache, mild/absent

fever and loss of smell,” explains Goel .
The pace of transmission is a crucial point

of difference between the two pathogens.
Influenza has a shorter incubation period,
which refers to the time from contracting the
virus to the emergence of symptoms. 

“It also has a shorter serial interval (time
between successive cases). The serial interval
of influenza is three days, whereas COVID-19

is from five to six days. The incubation period
for COVID-19 is five-six days on average, how-
ever can be up to 14 days. Some infected per-
sons can be contagious during this period which
is also known as the “pre- symptomatic” peri-
od. Hence, it is recommended to self isolate with
the first sign of COVID-19 symptoms,” says
Goel.

The treatment of viral fever is solely symp-
tomatic. Medicines are given to reduce temper-
ature and relieve body aches. “Bed rest and ade-
quate fluid intake is recommended. Staying
hydrated is crucial for treating a viral fever.
Drink enough water to prevent the urine from
turning dark in color which indicates dehydra-
tion. Nasal decongestants may be beneficial for
some patients,” Goel tells you. 

Mostly, a viral fever isn’t anything to worry
about. “But if the fever reaches 103°F or high-
er, it’s best to check with a doctor. Consult a doc-
tor if you have a baby with a rectal temperature
of 100.4°F or higher,” he advises.

Apart from the viral fever, mosquito borne
diseases like Malaria and Dengue are also
prominent in monsoon. “Dengue fever can at
times be very painful and life-threatening.
Although this disease is caused by the dengue
virus, the carrier is the mosquito and hence
keeping the body protected from any form of
mosquito bite can ensure safety,” says Goel.

If one has any symptoms of viral fever, it is
best to get all the tests done including COVID
and typhoid. Because after all, no one would like
to go by guess work. 

“Typhoid is caused due to the consumption
of contaminated food and water. This is anoth-
er bacterial infection caused by Salmonella
typhi. Maintaining proper hygiene and sanita-
tion and at the same time using clean water is
highly recommended,” says Goel.
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The severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2) — caused Coronavirus disease (COVID-

19) has arisen as a major global burden, posing serious pub-
lic health challenges. HBV infection is another extensively dis-
seminated virus that affects roughly 257 million people on a
long-term basis. COVID-19 is highly contagious and has a wide
range of clinical presentations; it can damage a variety of organs
other than the lungs, and liver harm is possible. Through sys-
temic inflammatory response syndrome, cytokine storms,
ischemia-reperfusion injury, and therapeutic drug side effects,
severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 can induce
liver harm. COVID-19 patients’ liver injury is primarily man-
ifested by aberrant liver biochemical indicators, but there have
been no instances of liver failure due to this condition. 

People with underlying liver cirrhosis, including viral
hepatitis, may be at a higher risk of developing severe COVID-
19 illness and/or more problems from their existing liver dis-
ease if infected with COVID-19, with prolonged hospitalisa-
tion and increased mortality. In order to counter this, it is
important for people with liver injury or suffering from hepati-
tis to receive their COVID vaccination shots and consider tak-
ing booster jabs. People with autoimmune hepatitis must speak
with their doctors if they are worried about any side-effects
from taking the vaccine. 

COVID-19 recommendations for people with hepatitis
�If you suspect you or someone in your family has COVID-

19, contact your doctor or seek medical assistance right away.
Inform your doctor that you have chronic viral hepatitis, as
this may affect your treatment options.

�Seek medical help right away if you’re having trouble
breathing, chest pain or pressure, confusion, inability to wake
up or stay awake, pale lips, face, or toes, or any other severe
or alarming symptoms.

�Unless your health care professional recommends it, do
not discontinue or change your prescribed drugs.

�Stopping or modifying your medications could worsen
your liver condition or cause other health issues.

�Make sure your prescriptions are up to date and that you
have enough medication to last several months.

�Alcohol should be avoided at all costs because it can wors-
en any underlying liver disease, regardless of the cause.

While we are fighting a
raging pandemic, we must
also not forget that India
contributes to a significant
portion of the worldwide
burden of Hepatitis B and C.
Known as a silent killer,
many patients do not even
realise that they are infected
until the disease progresses
severely to liver cirrhosis or
liver cancer which then
requires a transplant. 

As the pandemic has
introduced several restric-
tions, the spread of Hepatitis
is likely to have reduced,
however we are still lagging
behind in terms of complete-
ly eradicating the disease
from our country. Reports
suggest that about 1 lakh
people succumb to liver fail-
ure caused by hepatitis with-
out realising that they have

the virus. While not everyone with the virus will develop seri-
ous liver disease, carriers of it can transmit it to others and
with appropriate treatment hepatitis can be controlled or cured.
Severe liver disease consequently also increases the risk of suf-
fering from severe COVID illness and vice versa. Symptoms
such as jaundice, abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting often begin
to appear when the liver is already severely damaged and liver-
related complications begin to develop. In order to detect
Hepatitis early, it is important to go for regular check-ups. A
blood check-up where the liver profile is tested, will give you
a better understanding of your liver health. 

��1�$����1�$
/���
����	�$�
���

�!��$����
#
�"##�$�	&�#$
�
��1�$���5:�.
���	����
	/�1���
1�$�
���,���
��
�"�!�
��;
"	/����

'/
��	
���
�	�
	
"��
��1
����	&

#��	�'�&�	��



���
$� !�	��!�
��1�$����
�$�
/,

��1�$��,�/
�
&�/

������� "���� -���,�
�������� �!�"#�$�%& !�'#�& ()��(*(+(�

�.�������.���
������
��

��
�	������
	�.����.����
���	�
.����.��	���
�/�% �
�������	����	�.�	��� ����
�	������.

�����.������
���0������������������

�#$�	����	�.�	�
.�0�����������.���%��	���������.�.��.�	������
	�.���

�����
��������
���0���
���	�� ��
	�
	��������1���������
��������	�������	����	�.�	��
	
���
	�.�����	�

#��0�	���������������.�������
�������
	�.�

�����������
�.��	��
	�������	�����(2����	������	��".�������
0�	��

�.
������.��	����	������.���������
���0���
���	

0�
��!��<�
��!

� � � � � � � � � 	 � �

As written in the holy Bhagavad Gita, yoga
is a practice to improve oneself physical-

ly and mentally both. In the recent times of
this on-going health crisis wherein COVID-
19 has taken a toll, nothing holds more value
than a healthy lifestyle and a healthy well-
being. Even after recovering from any disease,
people find it difficult to get back on their rou-
tine because of slow healing process. Besides
proper food and ample of sleep, adding yoga
to daily routine is highly recommended by
the healthcare professionals and experts for
speedy recovery after suffering any a disease.

Yoga offers numerous rewards that
improve our healthiness and secures our
peace of mind. It improves our performance
at workplace, has a positive impact on our
personal relationships and helps us to main-
tain harmony with the surroundings in which
we live. Today, millions of human beings who
have fortunately recovered from several
health crises especially Covid-19, which
primarily attacks the respiratory system, must
be thinking on how to regain their strength.
The answer to this question is that perform-
ing yoga for recovery is an excellent aid dur-
ing the convalescence period/process, as it
helps to boost energy instantly. For anyone
recovering from a dreaded disease, it is
important that they slowly aim to regain their
fitness through adapting different ways such
as therapies, breathing exercises, meditation
etc apart from medicinal support.

With the evolving practices of yoga,
Therapeutic yog and Ayurveda can be a true
healer for recovering patients. It refers to the
application of techniques and practices to sup-
port people facing physical and mental
health challenges. 

Here are some benefits of yoga through
which one can gradually improve their
overall health and well-being:
� Transition from one asana to another,

increases blood flow and circulation
throughout the body leading to improved
oxygen supply to the brain and other
organs, promoting a healthy skin and cell
growth.

� When people exercise, their natural
immunity gets a boost. According to yoga
experts, naturopathic therapeutics like
yoga encourage bringing the body back
into balance.

� Encouraging relaxation by way of yoga
has the potential to help people sleep bet-
ter, especially those who are coping up
with any disease.

� Thearupatic meditation: Relaxation and
mindfulness are the focus of meditation
when it is combined with yoga poses. The
yoga therapist attempts to calm the body
and mind by providing a guided visual-
isation intended to bring inner peace.

� Yoga offers people a holistic way to
unwind and relax. By practicing a simple
sequence daily, the mind and body will
naturally produce endorphins and release
tension, therefore relaxing the mind.
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WITH YOGA
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Creating awareness about Sarcoma, a rare
kind of cancer, experts at Rajiv Gandhi

Cancer Institute & Research Centre (RGCIRC)
pointed to the challenge of its incorrect diag-
nosis and the impact of wrong procedures on
the treatment outcome. Sarcoma is a cancer
of Bone & Soft tissues. July is celebrated as
Sarcoma awareness month worldwide.

“Unfortunately the sarcoma tumor goes
undiagnosed in limbs or an inappropriate
surgery is done. In such cases this leads to
damage and major risk of losing the limb,
which affects the life of young children/adults.
RGCIRC has been making general orthope-
dic surgeons aware about right ways to eval-
uate Sarcoma, its diagnosis and the treatment
options available”, said Dr Himanshu Rohela,
Consultant — Orthopaedic Oncology
RGCI&RC.

Though the sarcoma account for 3 per cent
of all cancers in adults and 10-15 per cent in
pediatric age group, the disease needs atten-
tion that it deserves to save life as well as limbs.

“In a high volume Sarcoma centre such as
RGCIRC, a large number of cases are being
reported late which leads to less than desired
outcomes including risk of losing limb in chil-
dren,” added Dr Rohela.

Dr Rohela says prevention doesn’t play a
role here, as there is no risk factor, what’s
important is early diagnosis. One should not
ignore the persistent pain or increasing
swelling in limbs, which is not responding to
conservative treatment. It’s not that every
tumor/lump is cancerous, it could be an infec-
tion or a benign tumor. Sarcoma is a rare con-
dition to have.
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With a sea of options to choose
from — course, city, country,
duration, opportunity and

future career prospects — finding the
right college and job takes time,
intense research and endless hours of
work. Artificial Intelligence (AI) can
help students get past this over-
whelming and time-consuming
process by providing informed deci-
sions at a lightning-fast speed.

While the Indian education com-
munity is slowly moving towards
automation, AI has already begun to
bridge the gap by helping students find
the right institutions and jobs.
Technologies like virtual assistants,
smart text messaging, personalised
curriculum, and immersive class-
room teaching make applying and
studying at institutes easier for stu-
dents. There are various online appli-
cations providing services that also
help job seekers improve their
resumes, target relevant jobs, and
perform better during interviews.

Several Indian start-ups are offer-
ing AI technologies to provide stu-
dents and graduates with a better
experience from the comfort of their
homes, especially during the pandem-
ic. Here are a few popular AI tools that
are transforming the future of higher
education in more ways than one.

Smart query bots and chat-inte-
grated platforms

When applying to institutions
abroad, every student has questions
they want to be answered. Like ‘How
much does it cost to study abroad?’,

‘Which universities should I apply to?’,
or even ‘Which tests should I appear
for?’ Intelligent automated assistance
chatbots are making their way into the
admissions ecosystem with the rapid
adoption of tools that assist students
with easy onboarding and guiding
them through the application process.

AI is also used to automate admin-
istrative activities during the admis-
sion process, including visa process,
student accommodation, and course
registration, providing a unique expe-
rience to students.

AI-based recommendation tools
AI-powered recommendation

engines for college application plat-
forms are the new favourite. Tech
platforms provide personalised recom-
mendations and suggestions powered
by machine learning algorithms. This
allows students to understand and
analyse their course specifications and
outcomes in a better way, helping
them make the right choice and creat-
ing an engaging and insightful student
experience.

Some AI platforms can match

scholarships and grants with deserving
students and provide alerts to more
than two million users. They also help
corporations, NGOs, government agen-
cies, public sector undertakings, and
individuals to design, launch, manage
and track their scholarship pro-
grammes.

Video tools
Currently, travel restrictions are still

in place across several countries. And
educational institutes are employing
video tools to connect with prospective
students worldwide through interactive
webinars and panel discussions.

Some start-ups also provide video
interview analysing tools to help stu-
dents prepare for various aspects of
their visa interview. The Video
Interview Analyser (VIA) is one such
tool that studies facial movements,
emotions, and behavioural character-
istics. It provides the student with an
instant analysis of the mock interview.
This helps the student understand
which aspects they can improve on to
ace their interview.

Virtual and augmented reality
Augmented reality (AR) and virtu-

al reality (VR) are increasingly being
used to create an experiential digital
admissions process. They provide vir-
tual open days and campus tours,
allowing prospective students to expe-
rience the campus from the comfort of
their homes and picking the universi-
ty of their choice.

Apply for a job application using AI
While organisations have been

using AI to hire better talent, the tech-
nology can also be used to benefit the
talent.

Chatbots
Conversation chatbots offering

automated replies and 24x7 support
have proved to be helpful for those
looking for a new job. They help
employees find the right businesses
and land new gigs. These bots also
manage candidates’ applications to
help improve their chances of getting
a job.

AI assistants
Some AI assistants help job-seek-

ers find employment by interacting
with them through a messaging inter-
face, continuously scouring the web,
and sending them position recommen-
dations. Based on the individual’s
reply, these assistants utilise AI to fine-
tune their knowledge about what the
seeker wants in a job and improve their
recommendations.

Resume experts
A few platforms also utilise AI to

help job-seekers craft the ideal resume.
The tool enables them to figure out
which keywords to use and what traits
companies are looking for while help-
ing them edit their resume and find
their strengths and weaknesses.

Transforming the current process-
es requires institution and organisation
leaders to change their approach and
adopt a different mindset. It takes time
to bring about this change. At first, we
may lack certain types of data or tools,
or find that certain insights don’t
work for us. However, by establishing
a culture of change and assuming a
test-and-learn approach, AI can be
used to not only drive but also boost
career growth.

(The writer is the founder and
CEO of iSchoolConnect.)

Actor Namit Das has opened up on being a part of
Mira Nair’s web series A Suitable Boy, as the show

completes a year of its release.
Talking about the same, Namit shared, “I feel very

happy that A Suitable Boy is completing one year. It is
still getting a lot of reviews and is also being viewed
continuously on Netflix and other platforms across
the world. Initially, it had a very lukewarm sort of a
response in the Indian market and a lot of friends
called me to tell me that they expected it to be bigger.
Every project has a different nature and we can
understand this with time.”

“A Suitable Boy is one of those projects which is
not limited to only a one-time frame. I think it’s going
to be remembered for a very long time. It’s based on
Vikram Seth’s novel and whoever has read it will want
to watch the series. The book will always be alive and
hence, the show will always be alive. Anything that
Mira Nair makes survives the test of time,” he added.

In the series, Namit plays Haresh Khanna, a
shoemaker, a businessman, and one of the suitors of
Lata, the lead character played by Tanya Maniktala.

“Even after a year, it still remains fresh. I keep
getting a lot of messages on social media. The
character of Haresh Khanna was so close to my heart.
There’s so much hard work that went into it. I’m
grateful to Mira and Vikram Seth and everyone
involved in the making of the series,” the actor further
said.

The series also features Tabu, Ishaan Khatter, and
Rasika Dugal in key roles.
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As calm as the ocean and soothing to
the eye, the colour blue evokes a sense

of tranquility in one’s mind. As a fashion
choice, the colour remains a universal
favourite, and what better reason than the
monsoons to add a dash of blue to your
wardrobe. Celebrating blue this season are
fashion labels Gulabo Jaipur, Kunal Anil
Tanna, Ridhi Mehra, Vedika M, Sukriti &
Aakriti, Pink City, Flirtatious, and fine jew-
ellery brand Amaris. So, if blue is on your
mind, then this monsoon season, opt for
some interesting silhouettes in different
shades.
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Twirl in the rain in this gorgeous
Azure blue georgette anarkali. Keeping the
colour blue in mind, the leheriya detail-
ing creates an illusion of flowy water and
the fabric is also soft on the skin. Add a
dash of bling with the taari lace dupatta.

Keeping it true with blue: “Blue is the
colour of the season, and any hue of blue
is a breath of fresh air. So, keeping that in

mind, the rang anarkali set is perfect for
the monsoons,” says Saloni Panwar,
founder of the label.

)�	����	�����		�
Kunal Anil Tanna’s

ensemble is a perfect
blend of ink blue, royal
blue and electric
blue. Strut in style
in this mesh print
tunic with match-
ing trousers.
Complete the
look with an
o v e r - l a y e r e d
open long shirt
and sail smoothly
through the rainy
day gloom.

Keeping it
true with blue:
“Since it is the
brand’s defining
colour, it is seen
to be a part of
every collection’s
colour palette. Blue
is not only soothing
and calm but can
also be impactful to
create a lasting
impression,” says
fashion designer Kunal Tanna.
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Enhanced with the classic shade of

blue, this delightful floral printed kurta in

Chanderi embodies the essence of fresh-
ness. The outfit is breathable, lightweight,
and easy-to-slip-into, thus, making it
truly ideal for the season. The large floral
print against a backdrop of this beautiful
blue portrays an air of mystery along with
an intense appeal.

Keeping it true with blue: “It is a ver-
satile colour. Even design-wise, it’s an easy
colour to work. It complements floral and
geometric prints and pairs easily with other
colours too,” says fashion designer Ridhi
Mehra.

&�
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A steady mix of

cobalt blue and deep
blue, label Vedika M’s
design features a drop
shoulder long dress
with a high low fall.
The colour combina-
tion enhances the sil-
houette, and the tonal-
ity of lighter and deep-
er shades adds balance
to the entire look.

Keeping it true
with blue: “It is an
inspiring colour that
looks great as a solid
tone and also as an off-
setting colour. Blue
adds positivity to the
garment and instantly
makes it stand out,” says
Vedika M Sonthalia.
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Tradition meets

luxury in this mid-
night blue sharara
set. The colour plays
a perfect back-
ground for the intri-
cate embroidery
embellished with
zardozi and pearl
textures.

Keeping it true
with blue: “When
we talk about royal-
ty and richness, the
classic midnight
blue comes to mind.
The hue transports

you to the majestic palaces of Rajasthan.
Thus, making it a timeless shade of blue,
shares fashion designer Sarika Kakrania,
founder of the label.

�����������
Play it cool

and sassy in this
Egyptian blue
monokini. As a
solid colour, the
shade of blue
stands out in
this swimwear
making it a fine
option for the
next pool party.

Keeping it
true with blue:
“Blue represents
the healing
nature of water
and is a great option for colour therapy.
It transports you to the moment by the
water where you feel the wind in your face
and how magnificent the world is,” says
Aakriti Grover, founder of the label.

��������*�����	����%���
Channel

your inner
diva and
glam up your
f e s t i v e
evening with
A m a r i s ’
‘Once Upon
a Dream’
bracelet. The
masterpiece
is an eclectic
twist and
twirl of
Sapphire blue mystery set stones combined
with a roman structure set in sparkling dia-
monds. This bracelet is bound to make all
heads turn.

Keeping it true with blue: “Blue is a
calming tone which symbolises serenity,
stability, and reliability. And it aesthetical-
ly matches with the AMARIS promise of
creating products with the highest stan-
dards of workmanship and purity,” says
Prerna Rajpal.

��)�����H���)����

Enjoy the magic of turquoise in this
cotton silk sharara set with embroidered
mirror work. A perfect festive wear, the sil-
houette compliments the colour turquoise
and the mirror work adds a dash of drama
to the overall look.

Keeping it true with blue:
“Effortlessly combining the uplifting
nature of blue and the glorious natural
splendor of green, the colour turquoise
(blue-green) reflects the balance the world
creates and is usually linked to growth and
new life. For me, turquoise creates an
atmosphere of calmness, growth, creativ-
ity, purity, and love,” says fashion design
duo Sukriti Grover and Aakriti Grover.
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Tokyo: India’s first ever fencer in
the Olympics, C A Bhavani
Devi, lasted two rounds at the
Games, her historic maiden
appearance ending with a loss to
world number three Manon
Brunet in the women’s individ-
ual sabre event on Monday.

The 27-year-old began her
campaign with a confident 15-
3 win against Tunisia’s Nadia
Ben Azizi but bumped into Rio
Olympics semifinalist
Frenchwoman Brunet in the
next round, which she lost 7-15.

“I did my level best but
couldn’t win. I am sorry...Thank
you so much i will come back
much stronger and successful at
Next Olympics with all your
Prayers,” she tweeted thanking
her coaches, the Government
and her family for backing her.

Later in the evening, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi offered
encouragement to Bhavani, say-
ing she gave her best and this is
all that counts.

“You gave your best and that
is all that counts. Wins and loss-
es are a part of life. India is very
proud of your contributions. You
are an inspiration for our citi-

zens,” Modi replied to Bhavani’s
tweet.

Bhavani said she committed
mistakes against Brunet but will
take the result in her stride.

“I didn’t fence well in the
first half but in the second half
I tried to change something but
it was too late. I am happy I
fenced with one of the top
fencers in the world,” she said. 

The sabre is the fastest of the
fencing competitions in which
opponents can slash anywhere
above the waist. The fencer who
touches the 15 point-mark first
is declared the winner. In the
other two events — foil and epee
— only the tip of the sword can
be used to target the opponent.
The Chennai fencer said she has
gained valuable experience from
her Tokyo outing, which will
help her in future challenges.

Tokyo:The Indian shooters are
keeping their fingers crossed for
the squad’s young guns who will
try to end the medal drought in
the Tokyo Olympics in the 10m
air pistol and air rifle mixed
team events here on Tuesday.

On Monday, India’s Angad
Vir Singh Bajwa finished 18th
while his senior compatriot
Mairaj Ahmad Khan ended
25th in the men’s skeet event,
failing to make the six-man
finals by some distance.

In the 10m air pistol mixed
team event, the formidable pair
of Saurabh Chaudhary and
Manu Bhaker will fancy their
chances after a terrific run in
recent years, during which they
dominated almost all major
competitions.

Abhishek Verma and
Yashaswini Singh Deswal
will be the other Indian
team participating in
the event.

Divyansh Singh Panwar
and Elavenil Valarivan will rep-
resent India in the 10m mixed
rifle team event with Deepak
Kumar and Anjum Moudgil
being the other team.

A total of 20 pairs will take
part in the 10m air pistol qual-
ifications with the challengers
coming from Russia, Iran,
China, France and Serbia.

The 10m mixed rifle event
will see participation from 29
pairs with the biggest challenge
expected to come from
Hungary, Russia, USA, China
and Germany.

In the first qualification
round of both the events,
there will be three series of 10
shots for each team member
while in the second, mem-
bers of the top eight pairs of
the first round will shoot two
series of 10 shots.

In both the pistol and rifle
events, the team with the high-
er combined score of single
shots fired by each team mem-
ber on command gets two
points with one point awarded
for a tie. The first team to
reach 16 points with a difference
of two, wins.
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Tokyo: Indian archers bowed
out of the team events on
Monday after failing to get past
the mighty Koreans for a sec-
ond time in the Tokyo
Olympics.

Two days after the mixed
team was knocked out by
Korea in the quarterfinals, the
men’s trio of Pravin Jadhav,
Atanu Das and Tarundeep Rai
succumbed in straight sets
against their formidable oppo-
nents in the same round of
eight stage.

South Korea went on to
win the title by smashing
Chinese Taipei 6-0.

The twin blow exposed
India’s pathetic shooting in the
ranking round on Friday when
all the male archers finished
outside top-30, handing them
tough draws.

Their first-ever Olympic
medal hope in archery is fad-
ing fast as they will brace for
a tougher road ahead in their
respective round of 64 individ-
ual matches beginning
Wednesday.

The Indian men’s team,
which won a Silver at the last
World Championships in
2019, started the day at the
Yumenoshima Park with a lot

of promise, downing
Kazakhstan 6-2.

But the Korean team of
London 2012 champion Oh
Jin Hyek, Kim Woojin and 17-
year-old Kim Je Deok — the
youngest archer at Tokyo
Olympics — proved to be too
strong against for the Indians.

In pursuit of a sixth men’s
team title from nine Olympics,
the Korean men’s team enjoyed
a flying start, shooting 10 per-
fect 10s from 12 arrows while
missing only two in the first
two sets to apply early pres-
sure.

India were let down by

Guatemala City World Cup
Gold medallist Das who failed
to repeat his brilliant show ear-
lier against Kazakhstan. He
could not find a single 10 in
the three sets.

The Indians responded
well in the third set, with a
series of four 10s, but Das fal-
tered with an 8 in the last
arrow, as Korea enjoyed two
near-perfect rounds.

Olympic debutant Jadhav,
on the other hand, was bril-
liant with five 10s, while vet-
eran Rai, in his third Games
appearance, also stepped it
up with three 10s.

Tokyo: The Indian men’s dou-
bles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
suffered a straight game loss to
world number one Marcus
Gideon Fernaldi and Kevin
Sanjaya Sukamuljo of Indonesia
in their second Group A match
on Monday.

The world number 10
Indian duo could never get
into any kind of rhythm and lost
13-21, 12-21 in 32 minutes
against the top seeded team. It
was their ninth defeat to the
Indonesian pair in as many
meetings.

Sukamuljo and Gideon are
now at the top of the group,
while Satwik and Chirag are on
the second spot. The Indians
will look to beat England’s Ben

Lane and Sean Vendy, who had
also suffered a defeat against the
famed Indonesians.

World number three
Chinese Taipei pair of Lee Yang

and Wang Chi-Lin, the fourth
team in Group A, also notched
up a win against the English duo
earlier in the day to stay in con-
tention.

Tokyo: Sumit Nagal was blown
away by world number two
Daniil Medvedev’s thun-
derous strokes and serves
in the men’s singles
second round as
India’s tennis chal-
lenge all but ended at
the Tokyo Games on
Monday.

The Russian did not even
need his ‘A’ game as he cruised
to a 6-2, 6-1 win in just 66 min-
utes against 160th ranked
Nagal at court 1 of the Ariake
Tennis Centre.

The gap
between a
world class

Medvedev and Nagal, who is
still struggling to play the ATP
Tour events regularly, was pret-

ty clear.
It is highly unlike-

ly that India will be
able to field a team in
mixed event, the
entries for which will

be announced on
Tuesday.

The cut is
likely to be
around 50 and
combined rank-
ing of the Indian
players Nagal
(144) and Mirza
(9) is 153.

Tokyo: India’s leading player
Sharath Kamal overcame a slug-
gish start to beat Portugal’s
Tiago Apolonia in the men’s sin-
gles second round while the
women challenge ended with
Manika Batra and Sutirtha
Mukherjee losing to their supe-
rior opponents here on Monday.

The 39-year-old Sharath
struggled in the first game but
pulled himself up just in time to
win 2-11, 11-8, 11-5, 9-11, 11-
6, 11-9 in 49 minutes.

Later in the day, Manika’s
impressive campaign in the
women’s singles came to an end
with a 0-4 loss to 10th seed Sofia
Polcanova in the third round.

The star Indian player, who
had stunned world number 32
on Sunday, did not have the
game to challenge the attacking
left-hander from Austria.

The only Indian left in the
fray, Sharath, faces reigning
Olympic champion Ma Long of
China in the third round on
Tuesday. Arguably the greatest
player of all time, Long has won
every singles title in the sport,
and is the reigning world cham-
pion as well.

However, with the way the
32-ranked Sharath played
against his 59th-ranked oppo-
nent, it has given him immense
confidence going into the round
of 32 match against the Chinese.

“He is yet to play (with bye
in the first two rounds). So, there
will be pressure on him. Like I
have said earlier, I have never felt
better about my game.

Hopefully, I can challenge him,”
said Sharath.

Sutirtha Mukherjee also lost
her second round match to
Portugal’s Yu Fu in straight
games to crash out of her maid-
en Olympics. The 98th-ranked
Indian who showed remarkable
grit for a come-from-behind win
over Sweden’s Linda Bergstrom,
looked completely off-colour to
lose 3-11, 3-11, 5-11, 5-11 in a
23-minute affair against the
world number 55.

Tokyo: Indian boxer Ashish
Chaudhary (75kg) paid for an
underwhelming start as his
maiden Olympic appearance
ended with an opening-round
loss to China’s Erbieke Touheta
on Monday.

The 27-year-old went down
0-5 in the bout, which could
have been way closer had he
turned it up a little bit earlier.

The boxer was caught on
the back-foot in the opening
round and lost it unanimous-
ly to the busy Chinese, who
used his jab to good effect.

Ashish raised his game in
the second round to give a bet-
ter account of himself with
more attacks but once again,
the lack of clear and precise
punches hurt his cause as the
Chinese excelled in dodging
him on most occasions.

He went all out in the final
three minutes and managed to
trouble Touheta despite a cut
beneath his left eye.

The judges also scored
unanimously in his favour
but the Chinese had the deci-
sive lead which gave him the
victory.

Tokyo: Indian swimmer Sajan
Prakash failed to qualify for the
men’s 200m butterfly semifinals
at the Tokyo Olympics after fin-
ishing fourth in Heat 2 on
Monday.

Prakash, who clocked a
personal best of 1:56:38 in
Italy last month to breach the
A mark for Olympic qualifica-
tion, could only manage
1:57.22 to finish 24th among 38
swimmers. The top-16 pro-
gressed to the semifinals.

Prakash will compete in
the 100m Butterfly on
Thursday.

The other Indians at the
Olympics, Maana Patel and
Srihari Nataraj, have already
exited the competition. 

Tokyo: The Indian women’s
hockey team fought valiantly
but poor execution proved to
be its undoing on Monday,
leading to a 0-2 defeat at the
hands of Germany, a second
consecutive setback for the
side at the Tokyo Olympics.

After the 1-5 drubbing at
the hands of world No 1
Netherlands, the Indians lifted
their game but it was not
enough to get past world No 3
and Rio Games Bronze-medal-
lists Germany in their second
Pool A match at the Oi Hockey
Stadium.

The team was guilty of
wasting a lot of opportunities,
including a penalty stroke by
Gurjit Kaur in the third quar-
ter while luck also didn’t favour
the Rani Rampal-led side.

Skipper Nike Lorenz (12th
minute) and Anna Schroder

(35th) were the goal scorers for
Germany, who registered their
second win on the trot having
beaten Great Britain 2-1 in
their first match.

Indian will play Great
Britain in their next pool match
on Wednesday.

INDIA VS SPAIN
On Tuesday, the men’s

hockey team would be desper-
ate to rebuild a shattered
morale when it takes on a
lower-ranked Spain in its third
Pool A match.

After a fighting 3-2 win
over New Zealand in their
campaign opener, the Indians
were completely steam-rolled
1-7 by world No 1 Australia in
their second game and now the
team would like to get back into
winning ways against world No
9 Spain.

MONDAY HIGHLIGHTS

�Hockey: India women’s lose
0-2 to Germany in Pool A fix-
ture.
�Table Tennis: A Sharath
Kamal beats Tigao Apolonia 4-
2 in round two.
Manika Batra loses to Sofia
Polcanova 0-4 in round three.
Sutirtha Mukherjee loses to Yu
Fu 0-4 in round two.
�Boxing: Ashish Kumar loses
to Erbieke Tuoheta 0-5 in
round of 32.
�Swimming: Sajan Prakash
finishes 24th in Men’s 200m
Butterfly.
�Fencing: C A Bhavani Devi
beats Nadia Ben Azizi 15-3 in
table of 64 but loses to Manon
Brunet 7-15 in table of 32.
�Archery: India lose to South
Korea 0-6 in quarterfinals after
win against Kazakhstan 6-0 in
pre-quarterfinals.
�Tennis: Sumit Nagal loses to
Daniil Medvedev 2-6 1-6 in
men’s singles second round.
�Badminton: Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
lose 2nd group stage match,
still in with a shout to reach QF.
Sai Praneeth’s campaign is over
even before his 2nd match.
�Shooting: Angad Vir Singh
Bajwa finishes 18th and Mairaj
Ahmad Khan 25th in the men’s
skeet event. 

IN FOCUS TODAY
�Shooting: 10m Air Rifle and
Pistol events.
�Hockey: India vs Spain
(Men’s)
�Table Tennis: A Sharath
Kamal vs Ma Long.
�Badminton: Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy-Chirag Shetty vs
Ben Lane/Sean Vendy.
�Boxing: Lovlina Borgohain vs
Nadine Apetz.
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New Delhi: Indian weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu returned to the
country on Monday after her
superb Silver medal-winning
performance at the Tokyo
Olympics, walking into sheer
chaos after stepping out of the
airport where social distancing
went for a toss.

Chanu walked out of the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, flanked by security
and clad in a face shield and
mask.

“Happy to be back here in
amidst so much love and sup-
port. Thank You so much,” she
tweeted after landing.

Inside the airport, the 26-
year-old was greeted with chants
of Bharat Mata ki Jai by the staff
present there and felicitated by
officials of the Sports Authority
of India among others.

Once out, the young star
was mobbed by the waiting
media, leading to a melee and
had to be completely enveloped
by security personnel as she
made her way through.

Later in the evening she met
Sports Minister Anurag Thakur
at his residence who hailed

Mirabai for creating history by
winning a first day medal at the

Tokyo Olympics, an unparal-
leled feat by an Indian athlete in

the history of the games.
“First day, first medal,

nobody did it. You brought
smiles in the faces of 135 crore
Indians and the entire nation is
proud of you,” Thakur said
during a felicitation ceremony
of the diminutive weightlifter
and her coach Vijay Sharma.

“You made history. It’s a big
achievement,” Thakur added.

The felicitation function
was also attended by Minister of
Sports (Sports) Nisith
Pramanik, Thakur’s predeces-
sors and current central minis-
ters in the Modi Government
Kiren Rijiju and Sarbananda
Sonowal among others.

Imphal: Manipur Chief
Minister N Biren Singh on
Monday announced that
weightlifter Saikhom Mirabai
Chanu will be appointed as the
Additional Superintendent of
Police in the state police
department.

The state Government

would also reward her with �1
crore, the Chief Minister said.

The Olympian who won
the Silver medal in the 49 kg
category will hold the designa-
tion of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Sports), Singh said.

The Manipur Government

has also decided to establish a
world-class weightlifting acad-
emy in the state soon, he
added. 

Judoka L Sushila Devi will
also be promoted from the
rank of constable
to sub-inspec-
tor, Singh said. 
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Rifle, pistol shooters gear up for mixed events
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