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Aconfident smile never leav-
ing her face, Mirabai

Chanu ended India’s over two-
decade long wait for a
weightlifting medal at the
Olympics, clinching the 49kg
category silver medal five years
after leaving the same platform
in tears following a disastrous

debut.
With her historic triumph,

she ensured that India was
second on the medals tally for
a brief while, a feat that has
never been achieved before by
the country. It was also the first
time that India managed to win
a medal on the opening day
competitions.

The diminutive iron lady

from Manipur lifted a total of
202kg (87kg+115kg) to better
Karnam Malleswari’s bronze in
the 2000 Sydney Olympics.
With this, she exorcised the
ghosts of the 2016 Games
where she had failed to log a
single legitimate lift, leaving her
shattered.

“I am very happy, I have
been dreaming of this for the

past five years. I am very proud
of myself right now. I did try for
gold but even silver is a great
achievement for me,” Chanu
told reporters after her career-
defining triumph for which she
had been training in the US for
past few months.

The 2016 experience was a
watershed in her career and
Chanu had spoken about how

confused she had felt during
her debut at the biggest stage.
There was none of those nerves
to be seen on Saturday, just a
very composed and focussed
athlete who knew she was des-
tined for the podium.

“I am very happy to win
the first medal for India at these
Games. I don’t just belong to
Manipur, I belong to the whole
country,” she said in response
to a query on what it meant for
her as a Manipuri. 

“I would like to thank my
coach Vijay Sharma andthe
support staff for their contin-
uous hard work, motivation
and training,” she added.

Continued on Page 9
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As fighting rages in
Afghanistan, the Indian

embassy there on Saturday
said the situation “remains
dangerous” and advised all
Indian nationals there to exer-
cise caution.

The advisory came days
after the IAF planes evacuated
more than 50 diplomatic staff
of the Indian consulate in
Kandhar .

The note of caution by the
embassy in Kabul on Saturday
urged Indians staying, visiting,
and working in Afghanistan to
exercise utmost vigilance at all
times and avoid all non-essen-
tial travel as security situation
in Afghanistan remains dan-
gerous.  It also warned Indian
nationals are not exceptions,
and they additionally face a
serious threat of kidnapping.

The detailed advisory also
asked the Indian nationals to
remain vigilant with security at
workplace, place of residence
and also during movement to
their places of work. It is rec-
ommended that all types of
non-essential movements be
avoided. Movements especial-
ly during peak commuting
hours should also be avoided.
While traveling on roads,
maintain distance from possi-
ble targets like military con-

voys, official vehicles of
Government and Ministries,
high ranking officials, law
enforcement agencies, it cau-
tioned.

Indians were also asked to
refrain from going to crowded
markets, shopping complexes,
restaurants and other public
places. All essential movement
may please be kept as discrete
as possible, it said.

It also advised traveling
outside the main cities should
be strictly avoided.  Moreover,
all Indian nationals arriving in
Afghanistan are advised to reg-
ister with the Embassy.

Continued on Page 9
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In the latest unlock guidelines
issued on Saturday for the

national Capital, the Delhi
Metro and public buses in the
city will operate at full seating
capacity, while cinema halls,
theatres and multiplexes will
open with 50 per cent occu-
pancy from Monday. 

The city witnessed an
unprecedented surge of cases
and deaths during the second
wave of coronavirus in April
and May. The situation seems
to have been improving over
the past few weeks, allowing the
Government to reopen the city
in a phased manner.

The latest unlock guide-
lines by the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority

(DDMA) said the Delhi Metro,
the city’s lifeline, will be allowed
to operate with 100 per cent
seating capacity from Monday
but no standing passenger will
be allowed.

Cinema halls, theatres and
multiplexes will be allowed to
open with 50 per cent seating
capacity from July 26, while

business-to-business (B2B)
exhibitions will also be allowed,
but only with business visitors,
the guidelines said.

The order also directed
that number of people allowed
at marriage functions and last
rites will be raised to 100 from
Monday.

Spas can also open from
July 26 but their all employees
have to be fully vaccinated or
undergo RT-PCR test fort-
nightly, the DDMA said. Delhi
faced a brutal second wave of
the pandemic that claimed a
large number of lives daily. The
rapid rise in the number of
cases led to a shortage of med-
ical oxygen at various city hos-
pitals.

On April 20, the city had
reported a record 28,395 cases.
On April 22, the case positivi-
ty rate was 36.2 per cent, the
highest so far. At 448, the
highest number of deaths was
reported on May 3. 
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Ahistoric silver medal and a
radiant smile were not the

only eye-catching things about
Mirabai Chanu on Saturday,
her gold earrings shaped like
Olympic rings were as striking,
a gift from her mother who
sold her own jewellery for
them five years ago. 

The hope was that the ear-
rings would bring her “good
luck”. It didn’t happen in the
Rio 2016 Games but Chanu
made the little sacrifice count
in Tokyo this morning with a

silver medal and Saikhom
Ongbi Tombi Leima has strug-
gled to stop her tears from
flowing ever since. 

“I saw the earrings on TV,
I gave them to her in 2016
before the (Rio) Olympics. I
have made it for her from the
gold pieces and savings I have
so that it brings luck and suc-
cess,” Leima told PTI from her
home in Manipur where a
considerable number of rela-
tives, friends and well-wishers
gathered to watch Chnau script
history in Tokyo.

Continued on Page 9
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Secretary of State Antony
Blinken will raise issues of

human rights and democracy
with Indian officials during his
first visit to New Delhi as the
two nations have more values
in common on those fronts
than otherwise, according to a
senior US official. Blinken is
scheduled to arrive in New
Delhi late on July 27. 

During his stay in the
country, he will meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar. The Ministry of
External Affairs said in New
Delhi that National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval will also
meet Bilinken. 

“With respect to the
human rights and democracy
question, yes, you’re right; I will
tell you that we will raise it, and
we will continue that conver-
sation, because we firmly
believe that we have more val-
ues in common on those fronts

than we don’t,” Dean
Thompson, the Acting
Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asian
Affairs, told reporters during a
conference call ahead of the
visit.

“We believe India is going
to be a really important part of
continuing those conversations
and building strong efforts on
those fronts in partnership as
we go forward,” Thompson
said in response to a question.

India has previously reject-
ed criticism by foreign
Governments and human
rights groups on allegations
that civil liberties have eroded
in the country.

Continued on Page 9
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More than 89,000 people
were evacuated from the

rain-ravaged coastal Konkan
region and several parts of
western Maharashtra as multi-
ple agencies continued rescue
and relief operations in the
flood-affected areas of the State
on Saturday.

Despite a let-up in the rain
in most parts of the State,
large parts of western
Maharashtra districts of Satara,
Sangli and Kolhapur remained
thick sheets of floodwater,
while the towns of Chiplun,
Khed in Ratnagiri district and
other areas in coastal Konkan
region continued to reel under
inundation.

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
visited Talai village in Mahad
taluka of Raigad district where

more than 50 people were
killed in a massive landslide on
Friday. He assured the affected
people that the State
Government would, apart from
giving compensation to the
affected families, undertake
rehabilitation of the displaced
people across the coastal
Konkan region and other parts
of the State.

As many as 89,333 people
were rendered homeless as
they were evacuated in various
flood-affected districts of
coastal Konkan region and
several parts of Western
Maharashtra. 

Sangli district in western
Maharashtra bore maximum
brunt of the flood situation
arising from the heavy rain bat-
tering the region for the past
four days. 

While 40,573 people have
been evacuated to safer places
in Sangli district, the neigh-
bouring Kolhapur district
accounted for the evacuation of
40,882 people. As many as
2,681 marooned people were
shifted to safer places in Thane
district, there were evacuation

of people in other districts like
Ratnagiri (1200), Raigad
(1000), Satara (734) and Pune
(263).

Due to heavy rainfall in the
district and heavy discharge
from the Koyna dam, rivers in
the district, including the
Panchgana breached the dan-
ger mark and contributed to
inundation in many areas in
Sangli and Kolhapur districts.
On its part, the district admin-
istration evacuated people from
low-lying areas with help of
NDRF and local teams.

Apart from the heavy rain,
the discharge of huge volumes
of water from Almatti dam is
contributing to the flood situ-
ation in Kolhapur district. The
authorities have sounded high
alert and deployed more teams
to face any eventuality.

Earlier in the day, the State
Disaster Management
Authority pegged the current
rain-flood toll at 76, while
another 59 have gone missing
and 38 others were injured in
the floods, landslides and other
rain-related tragedies. 

Continued on Page 9
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The CBI on Saturday con-
ducted searches at around

40 locations in Srinagar,
Jammu, Udhampur, Rajouri,
Anantnag, Baramulla and
Delhi, including the premises
of two IAS officers,  in the on-
going investigation of a case
related to arms licence racket.

The CBI teams searched
the premises of around 20 gun
dealers and other public ser-
vants from early morning
across multiple locations.

Some officials in con-
nivance with gun dealers were
involved in the issuance of
more than 2.78 lakh arms
licences to the non-entitled
persons.

According to a statement
issued by the CBI headquarters,
“CBI had registered two cases
on the request of J&K
Government and further noti-
fication from Government of
India, and taken over the inves-
tigation of two FIRs i.e No.18
of 2018 dated 17.05.2018, ear-
lier registered at Police Station
Vigilance Organisation
Kashmir (VOK), and FIR No.
11 of 2018 dated 17.05.2018 of
Police Station Vigilance
Organisation Jammu (VOJ) on
the allegations of bulk issuance
of arms licences in the erstwhile
State of J&K during the period
2012 to 2016”.

The CBI collected docu-
ments about the issuance of
these arms licences allegedly
spread over 22 districts of J&K.

During investigation and
scrutiny of documents, the
CBI reportedly found that cer-
tain gun dealers in connivance
with District Magistrates were
allegedly issued such illegal
arms licences. The persons
who got these licences were not
residents of the places from
where the said arms licences
were issued.

Senior IAS officer Dr
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, who
served as DM in three districts
of Reasi, Udhampur and
Kathua during the said period
of investigation, posted a tweet
confirming the raid at his res-
idence. “With reference to
media reports I’ve to confirm
that CBI did search my resi-
dence & found nothing incrim-
inating in the ongoing arms
licence probe. Media friends
may note the probe covers 4
years across all dists. I am
fully answerable to CBI for my
tenure,” Dr Shahid Iqbal wrote
giving details of total arms
licences issued during his
tenure. 
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Tender Notice
Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau, Lucknow invites quotations

for hiring one vehicle (Innova Crysta) for the period 16.08.2021
to 31.03.2022. Prospective suppliers are requested to submit their
quotations alongwith requisite documents in sealed covers at 110,
Mall Road, Lucknow. Tender documents, free of cost, may be
collected from Reception of our office on any working day from
1100 hrs to 1700 hrs from 26.07.2021 to 02.08.2021. The last
date for submission of quotation and requisite documents is
02.08.2021 (1700 hrs.)
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Sd/-
Additional Deputy Director
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NOTICE

I 5755337K Hav. Mufeed
Ahmed S/o Istiyaq Ahmed
Vill&Post Inayatpur, Tahseel&
Distt.Sultanpur (U.P.) hereby
declare that in service record
my son Faisal  Ahmed DOB-
28-08-2008 is incorrectly men-
tioned as which should be read
and written as 28-08-2009.

I, Avi (existing name of spouse
as per nok record /service doc-
ument) spouse of army No
15578918F rank  Hav name
Krishna Kumar (name of the
father ) resident of Vill Kewadiya
Post Patara Teh Ghatampur Dist
Kanpur (Nagar) State UP pin no
209308 (address)have changed
may name from Avi (esisting
name of spouse as per changed
of next of nok record /service
document) to Agrim Singh( pro-
posed/adopted new name )

&'(�)*

NOTICE

I, SARTHAK S/o Sanjeev
Kumar and Sarika DOB
06.05.2001 Student of B.Tech
Electrical Engineering, IIT
Delhi, R/O SB 101, Royal
R e s i d e n c y, S h e e l n a g a r,
Mahmoorganj, Varanasi, UP -
221010 have changed / added-
surname to my name and
shall hereafter be known as
SARTHAK SRIVASTAVA.

NOTICE

AUCTION NOTICE
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Pipping another record in
Covid vaccination on

Friday, Uttar Pradesh adminis-
tered as many as 10.06 lakh
doses of the vaccine in a single
day, taking the total number of
jabs given till date to a whop-
ping 4.38 crore.

A top state government
official said, “We have sur-
passed our previous best per-
formance in Covid vaccination
which was around 10.03 lakh
doses on July 6. The state gov-
ernment is sparing no effort to
trace every case and contain the
transmission of coronavirus
infection and is now focusing
on the importance of the vac-
cine to prepare itself in a bet-
ter way against the anticipated
third wave of COVID-19. Also,
Uttar Pradesh has adminis-
tered the maximum number of
first doses to people in the age
group of 18-44 years.”

Meanwhile on Friday, the
state also witnessed the
sharpest decline in the number
of active COVID-19 cases with
the caseload standing at 932, a
decrease of 99.6 per cent from
its peak capped at 3.10 lakh
cases on April 30. In the last 24

hours, over 2.55 lakh samples
were tested, taking the total
number of Covid tests conduct-
ed in the state to 6.37 crore.
Besides, the positivity rate also
slumped to 0.02 per cent, the
lowest in the country.

The total number of fresh
novel coronavirus infections
detected in the last 24 hours in
the state was just 42 while dur-
ing the same period, 99
COVID-19 patients recovered
across the state.

Where other states have
been witnessing a surge in
fresh coronavirus infections
(daily cases in the range of
14,000-3,000), Uttar Pradesh
has restricted the daily case
count below 50. In what comes
as a big relief, none of the 75
districts of the state reported
fresh coronavirus cases in dou-
ble digits.

Lucknow (PNS): The Yogi Adityanath
government has planned a gift for the peo-
ple, especially the youth, by ensuring avail-
ability of free WiFi facility at 217 public
places across 75 district headquarters,
municipal councils and 17 municipal cor-
porations of the state from August 15
onwards.

The chief minister has directed offi-
cials of the Urban Development depart-
ment to make necessary arrangements in
this regard.

Divisional commissioners, district
magistrates and municipal commissioners
have been told to identify hotspots at major
public places, including city bus stands,
railway stations, tehsils, courts, block
offices, registrar offices and main markets
in order to provide free WiFi facility.

"After assuming office in Uttar
Pradesh, the Yogi Adityanath government

provided free WiFi facility at major places
in several cities of the state, including
Lucknow. Hotspots were made available in
Hazratganj area of Lucknow to enable peo-
ple within a range of 50 metres from the
hotspot to avail free WiFi. Now, the chief
minister has decided to provide free WiFi
at major public places of cities across the
state. The government feels that WiFi is
one of the necessities these days and free
WiFi will benefit thousands of people in
every city," a top government official
said.

According to a plan prepared by the
Urban Development department, free
WiFi will be available at two places in big
cities (municipal corporations) and at one
place in towns. The state government will
provide the free WiFi facility in Lucknow,
Kanpur Nagar, Agra, Aligarh, Varanasi,
Prayagraj, Jhansi, Bareilly, Saharanpur,

Moradabad, Gorakhpur, Ayodhya, Meerut,
Shahjahanpur, Ghaziabad, Mathura-
Vrindavan and Firozabad municipal cor-
porations as well as in municipal councils.

The Urban Development department
will tie up with internet service providers
to provide free WiFi facility for people
across the state with special focus on prop-
er internet speed. “Municipal commission-
ers and executive officers have been told
that the Smart City Project or urban bod-
ies will bear the cost of the WiFi installa-
tion and the urban bodies have been asked
to regularly provide information about the
status of installations,” the official said.

Also, internet service providers that are
engaged in the installation of WiFi net-
works will also have to look after its main-
tenance to ensure that it works properly.
The speed of the WiFi will be decided by
the local authorities,” the official informed.
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Gearing up for the 2022
Uttar Pradesh Assembly

elections, the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party has prepared a
mega plan and if sources are to
be believed, the party is set to
field all its veterans in the
upcoming polls.

The ruling party leaders
who are certain to contest the
elections include Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Deputy Chief Ministers Keshav
Prasad Maurya and Dinesh
Sharma and BJP state president
Swatantra Dev Singh, cabinet
minister Mahendra Singh and
others.

The BJP holds an over-
whelming majority of 312 s
eats in the 403-seat UP
Assembly at present and aims

to win over 300 plus seats in
the next polls.

Well-placed sources in the
BJP said in Lucknow on
Saturday that Yogi Adityanath,
currently a member of UP
Legislative Council, would
contest the poll from any con-
stituency of his home district
Gorakhpur. Similarly, other
MLCs like Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya would contest from
Sirathu seat of Kaushambi,
and Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma from one of the
Assembly constituencies of
Lucknow and minister
Mahendra Singh from
Pratapgarh.

In 2019, Keshav Prasad
Maurya was elected to the Lok
Sabha from Phulpur con-
stituency while Dinesh Sharma

was elected twice as Mayor of
Lucknow. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently kicked off the
UP poll campaign by praising
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath's COVID-19 han-
dling during his recent visit to
his Lok Sabha constituency,
Varanasi. 

The UP cabinet is also
likely to be expanded and
seven ministers are expected to
be inducted.

The sources said that
appreciation from the prime
minister sent a strong message
to the Yogi detractors that
they must get themselves ready
to fight the UP Assembly polls
under his leadership.

Earlier, the BJP organised
a meeting of district working
committees across the state. In

the meeting held in Lucknow,
organisation general secretary
Sunil Bansal said that people
had to be connected as much
as possible by running a spe-
cial campaign and making
door-to-door contact about
the plans and ideology of the
BJP. He recalled that Jan Sangh
was once started with a team of
five members and as on date
was the largest outfit in the
world.

With barely seven months
remaining for the Assembly
elections in UP, the BJP is try-
ing to do its best to ensure that
the party wins more seats than
the 2017 polls. 

The same thing was dis-
cussed in the coordination
meeting of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh func-
tionaries held for two days last

week. The RSS officials want-
ed the upcoming elections to
be fought on the issue of
nationalism and Hindutva
with Yogi Adityanath as the
mascot.

The BJP is presently facing
challenges on several fronts in
Uttar Pradesh. Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party chief Om
Prakash Rajbhar has firmed up
an alliance with All India
Majlis-e-Ittehad-ul-Muslimeen
(AIMIM) naming it as
Bhagidari Sankalp. Besides,
caste-based smaller outfits like
Azad Samaj Party, Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party (Lohia) and
also parties like Aam Aadmi
Party, Shiv Sena and Janata Dal
United (JDU) have announced
that they would be contesting
the UP Assembly polls next
year.
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Hoping to tap the huge base
of micro, small and medi-

um enterprises (MSME) in the
state to become potential sup-
pliers to the defence sector,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
will be virtually inaugurating
the Indigenisation Summit on
Defence and Aerospace (ISDA
2021) on July 28.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) and Chief Executive
Officer of UP Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority Awanish Awasthi
said in Lucknow on Saturday
that the MSMEs could be effec-
tively tapped to become poten-
tial suppliers to the defence sec-
tor with the right guidance on
the requirements and ISDA
aimed at taking a step in this
direction. 

“The UPEIDA being the
nodal agency for development
of UP Defence Industrial
Corridor can further embold-
en the move with its lucrative
land rates, enabling policy and
upcoming common facilita-
tion centre near the CCS
International Airport in
Amausi,” he said.

The defence and aerospace
sector in India is at an inflec-
tion point, given the moderni-
sation and indigenisation pro-
grammes being undertaken by
all three services of the second
largest military force in the
world with the fifth largest
defence budget in the world.
The defence sector is one of the
key sectors under Make in
India initiative of the Union
government which has huge
potential to boost manufactur-
ing capability and employment
in the country. 

The importance of the
sector can be highlighted
from the fact that it is poised
to reach $26 billion by 2025 as
per the government projec-
tions.

ISDA 2021 Chairman and
Chairman of CII Northern
Regional Committee on
Defence, Manoj Gupta,

remarked, “The MSMEs play a
pivotal role in the defence
manufacturing sector and act
as incubation sector for defence
technology. Aiming to improve
the MSME ecosystem and
boost domestic R&D manufac-
turing in the country, the
Central and UP governments
have been initiating several
steps.  

At CII, we are trying to
supplement the government
efforts through this summit by
bringing various wings of
defence services and industry
at a common platform to
create a better understanding
of the demand and supply in
the sector. The HAL, DRDO,
Bharat Electronics & Ordnance
Equipment Factory, Kanpur
would be conducting
vendor development pro-
grammes during the four-day
summit.”

Urging the industry for
participation, Chairman of
SIDM UP, Sachin Agarwal,
said, “Given the regulatory
environment in the country
coupled with the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat, the time
is ripe for the Indian MSMEs
to enter defence and aerospace
manufacturing. This is a
unique opportunity where the
DPSUs and senior personnel
from the Indian defence seg-
ments would be interacting
with the manufacturing enter-
prises.”
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Thirteen persons, including
four pilgrims, were killed in

different road mishaps report-
ed in Rampur, Barabanki and
Budaun during the last 24
hours.

In Rampur, five persons
died on the spot and a woman
was seriously injured when an
oil tanker collided head-on
with the car they were travelling
near Ajitpur village on National
Highway 24 on Saturday.

The driver of the tanker fled
the scene after the accident
abandoning his vehicle.
The police were trying to
ascertain the identity of the
deceased through three cell
phones recovered from the
crash site.

The car was registered in
the name of Rahul Bhati of
Rampur.

In Barabanki, four pilgrims
on their way to Majitha Naag
Devta temple were killed and 18
others were injured when a
tractor-trolley carrying them
from Sitapur collided with a
truck near Baddriuddinpur vil-
lage on Dewa Road late Friday
night.

The deceased were later
identified as Santosh (30),
Virendra (25), Chhotu (35) and
Maya Devi (50), all residents of
Bagulapara village in Sitapur.
The injured were admitted to
the district hospital in
Barabanki.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath expressed grief over
the deaths of pilgrims in the
accident and directed the
Barabanki district authorities to
provide adequate treatment to
the injured.

In Budaun, four persons,
including a child, were killed in
a road accident on Bisauli-
Aonla road near Dharampur
Biharipur village under Bisauli
police station late Friday night.
The victims were returning
from a marriage function on a
motorcycle when they were hit
by a speeding car. 

The deceased were identi-
fied as Naresh (45), Meharban
(42), Umesh (44) and eight-
year-old Nandini. While Naresh
and Meharban died on the
spot, Umesh and Nandini suc-
cumbed to their injuries at the
hospital. The police later seized
the car but its driver managed
to abscond.
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Aam Aadmi Party Chhatra Yuva Sangharsh Samiti’s state
chief Vanshraj Dubey dared the Yogi Adityanath govern-

ment to issue a White Paper on the status of employment in
Uttar Pradesh. He alleged that the state government was pre-
senting fudged data to cover up its failure on providing jobs.
He said the state government had failed to complete the
recruitments during its four-and-a-half year rule. “The
Bharatiya Janata Party government has completed four-and-
a-half years in office. At the time of assuming office in 2017,
the Yogi government had promised 13 lakh jobs within 90
days but it failed miserably. The government is presenting fake
data on jobs it gave to unemployed people in UP and this way
it has frustrated the youths of the state. If the BJP government
has indeed provided 4.5 lakh jobs then it should issue a White
Paper to prove its claim, “he said.

“The state government had announced recruitment for
12,387 through the UP Subordinate Services Selection
Commission and all these vacancies are lying pending for var-
ious reasons. A similar situation prevails in other commis-
sions set up for recruitment, be it recruitment of teachers or
sub-inspectors. The unemployed youths are going through a
harrowing time as they have been misled by the false promis-
es of the BJP government and when they raise their concern
by staging demonstrations they are beaten with lathis,” he said.
On the other hand, AAP Backward Cell state chief, AP Singh,
alleged that the UP government was conspiring to end reser-
vations for Backward Classes and warned of a massive agi-
tation if the government played with the quota. He said the
OBCs had played a big role in bringing the BJP to power in
2017 but the youths of the OBC community were cheated by
the ruling party.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

said on Saturday that all 75 dis-
tricts of the state would have
medical colleges in six months

"It is ironic that only 12
government medical colleges
were built in Uttar Pradesh
between 1947 and 2016 but our
government built 32 new med-
ical colleges in four-and-a-half
years since assuming office in
2017,'' he said after an inspec-
tion of Maharshi Devraha Baba
Medical College in Deoria dis-
trict.

It is one of the nine med-
ical colleges of the state which
will be inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as
soon as the approval is grant-
ed by the Medical Council of
India.

He said that the state gov-
ernment, with the help of the
Centre and its own resources,
had established a chain of
medical colleges in the state
covering as many as 59 dis-
tricts.

“Such developmental activ-

ities take place when the like-
minded governments are there
at the Centre and the state,'' he
pointed out.

Expressing his gratitude to
the prime minister for launch-
ing Pradhan Mantri Swasthya
Suraksha Yojana, the chief
minister said that five-seven
years ago it could not have

been imagined that Deoria
would also have a medical col-
lege.

He said that Rs 155 crore
had already been spent on the
Rs 208-crore project of Deoria
medical college where the
appointment of faculty had
been completed while the
remaining work would be com-

pleted by December this year.
The chief minister said

that the people of eastern Uttar
Pradesh would get world class
medical facilities. He said there
used to be only BRD Medical
College in Gorakhpur which
catered to the entire region but
now there would be medical
colleges in Deoria, Basti and
Siddharthnagar too while the
construction work was under-
way in Kushinagar.

“The AIIMS in Gorakhpur,
with world class medical facil-
ities, has also started serving in
Gorakhpur. It will also be inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in October,”
the chief minister said.

He said that the role of
medical colleges had been sig-
nificant in controlling the men-
ace of pandemic in the largest
populated state of the country.
He said encephalitis was also
controlled during the last four-
and-a-half years. He said once
Deoria was also among the
most encephalitis-affected dis-
tricts but now the deaths due to
it had come down by 95 per
cent.
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Agang of thieves struck at
four houses in a posh local-

ity of Jankipuram but stole
ornaments and cash from only
one house on Friday. The inci-
dent came to light when the
house owner returned on
Saturday. Locals, under the
banner of Sahara Estate
Residents-Owners Association,
took a march in protest against
the spate of theft incidents in
the colony and also complained
to the maintenance officer.

Swapnil Singh of New
Malhar Apartment in the area
said that he, along with his fam-
ily, had gone to his native
house in Basti on July 22 and
the house was locked. “The
thieves cut open the window
grill to gain access to my house
and decamped with Rs 2 lakh
in cash and ornaments worth
several lakh. I called the secre-
tary of the residents associa-
tion. Later, some of the resi-
dents and office-bearers of the
association reached the scene.
It surfaced that the thieves
had broken the locks at three
other houses in the area but
they could not commit theft
there as there were interlocks
placed,” he said.

Later, a team of police
reached the scene. During
investigation, the police a
CCTV footage in which three
thieves were seen attempting to
break the lock of the houses.
They were seen turning their
faces to hide themselves on
spotting CCTV cameras.

Locals took out a protest
march and demanded that
security arrangements in the
colony be beefed up to prevent
theft incidents.

&

�� ,<��97;

Director of a Mumbai-based
real estate company lodged

a case against five people alleg-
ing that he was defrauded of Rs
9.39 crore. The accused includ-
ed Anand Kumar Singh aka
Baba Trikaldarshi, who, the vic-
tim alleged, is a sand mafia
active in Banda.

In his complaint, Deepak
Sharma of Malad (Mumbai)
said he met Trikaldarshi of
Eldeco Colony in PGI police
station area of Lucknow at a
party in Mumbai in December
2018.

Trikaldarshi introduced
himself as a sand miner and
became friendly with Deepak
who was interested in dealing
in sand mining and had a
good hold in market in Banda.

Deepak, along with his
friend Ajay Singh, visited
Lucknow three times between
December 2018 and February
2019 and stayed in hotels in
Vibhuti Khand area. Deepak
also had a meeting with
Trikaldarshi at the house of lat-
ter’s aide Rajeev Paliwal in
Gomtinagar. During the meet-
ings, Trikaldarshi's friends
Navneet Singh Bhadauriya,
Vijay Prajapati and others also
used to accompany him.   

Deepak said Trikaldarshi
boasted of his links with peo-
ple in the power corridors and
told him that government ten-

ders for sand mining would be
out in Banda and asked Deepak
to transfer over Rs 1 crore in his
account for facilitating him
the contract.

Later, at the behest of
Trikaldarshi, his aide Vijay Pal
applied for the tender from his
own firm, VP Constructions,
while keeping Deepak in the
dark. When Deepak demand-
ed an explanation, he was told
that he would be holding the
reins.

The accused later lured
Deepak into striking a partner-
ship and promised to keep the
right to sell the sand excavat-
ed from the sites and took the
remaining sum on different
occasions. In due course of
time, Trikaldarshi started sell-
ing the sand on behalf of his
aide Vijay Pal’s firm and it led
to differences between him
and Deepak.

Deepak alleged that
Trikaldarshi and his men start-
ed committing fraud in sand
excavation and its sale and he
objected to that. “To iron out
the differences, Trikaldarshi
called a meeting at a hotel in
Vibhuti Khand on March 9 ear-
lier this year. When I pointed
out cheating and violation of
terms and conditions of the
partnership, Trikaldarshi and
his men held me at the gun-
point and threatened to kill me.
They told me that it was UP
where they ruled the roost.

They said they would kill me
and bury me any time. My col-
leagues Ajay Singh, Prakash Rai
and Pramod Tiwari somehow
saved me from their clutches,”
he stated in the complaint.

He said he was told by his
well-wishers that Trikaldarshi
had served jail term in a case
of bank fraud which was
probed by CBI, and Rajeev &
Navneet were named in a case
of illegal mining in Hamirpur,
also  being probed by CBI.

����
���
A 45-year-old man was

arrested on Saturday for sexu-
ally harassing a minor girl in
Gudamba. He was named in
the case three days ago. The
accused was identified as Bablu
Giri aka Badlu Seth of
Lakhimpur Kheri presently
staying in Mishripur locality in
the area.

The police had challaned
him under sections 354 (a) (for
assaults or use of criminal
force against any woman or
abetment of such act with the
intention of disrobing or com-
pelling her to be naked),
/504/506 (threatening and
abusing) of IPC. He was also
booked under POCSO Act.

Parents of the victim had
lodged the case on July 21 nam-
ing the accused. On the fateful
day, the accused lured the girl
on some pretext and sexually
harassed her.
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Hazratganj and the surrounding
VIP areas under the Nawal Kishore

Road CHC witnessed more than 15,000
corona cases in the second wave. The
CHC is now gearing up to tackle the
third wave by carrying out focused and
random sampling in commercial mar-
kets, residential VIP areas and amongst
general public.

Superintendent of the Nawal
Kishore Road CHC Dr YK Singh, who
is also a public health expert, admitted
that there was a time when they had
over 400 cases daily during the second
wave. He said that areas which come
under the CHC include Hazratganj to
Lalbagh, back side area of KD Singh
‘Babu’ Stadium, Vikramaditya Marg,
Butler Palace, Dalibagh, CSI Towers,
Baalu Adda, Jiamau, Narhi, CM resi-
dence, Annexe, Lok Bhawan, Raj
Bhawan etc.

He said they have identified the
hotspot areas such as Raj Bhawan
where those posted from the battalions
for duty from other districts tested pos-
itive, Butler Palace, Narhi, Jiamau,
Neelmatha, Telibagh, Akash Enclave,
Ghasiyari Mandi and Hazratganj itself
because of the several offices located
here.

“The reason for the spread of the
infection during the second wave in

these areas was that the commercial belt
was located in this main area and sev-
eral people who live in other areas came
for work here, be it banking, big insti-
tutions or headquarters, DRM Office
and other government departments.
The reason which we analysed was that
people coming from outside brought the
infection and spread it to other employ-
ees,” he said.

Dr Singh said whenever they car-
ried out testing at the Laxman Mela

grounds and Baalu Adda in the slum
areas, they got all negative results.
“The cases were found only in the posh
colonies or government offices,” he
pointed out.

He said that focused sampling was
being carried out as per the directions
of the state government where they
received per-day targets, otherwise
they carried out extensive contact trac-
ing in which if even one person is found
positive, several others are tested.

“For example, recently we found
three cases in Raj Bhawan and we test-
ed the entire staff. For every case
which emerges in a belt, we carry out
sampling of 100,” he said. He added that
random sampling is being carried out
in Jiamau, Vrindavan while daily sam-
pling in Hazratganj.

“In Hazratganj, we visit garment
shops on one day and sweet shops the
other, as also coaching institutes and
schools. We keep sampling  so that coro-
navirus does not spread,” he said.

He said they are covering a popu-
lation of 2.37 lakh and have  a good cov-
erage of vaccinations over one lakh peo-
ple have been jabbed.

“We have vaccinated more than one
lakh people because we have held
camps at the KD Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium.
Vaccines are also being sent by us to the
Information department, and Civil &
Jhalkari Bai hospitals. In the cluster vac-
cinations, we were told by the district
magistrate to cover two wards, Ram
Teerath & Raja Ram Mohan Roy wards,
and we vaccinated 10,000 people in six
days there. We have regularly held
camps covering not less than 30,000
people,” he said.  He added that people
are aware of the importance of vaccina-
tion and want to get jabbed.

However, he admitted that people
are now flouting Covid guidelines and
are not following Covid protocols.
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City schools did well in the
ISC and the ICSE 2021

results which were declared on
Saturday afternoon. As many as
40 meritorious students of City
Montessori School created his-
tory by securing 99.75% marks
in the ISC (Class 12) exams.

Besides, 121 CMS students
secured above 99% marks in
ISC (Class 12) while 831 stu-
dents passed with above 95%
marks while an astounding
number of 1,974 CMS students
(72.12%) students secured
above 90% marks. CMS had a
total of 2,737 students in ISC
this year.

In ICSE (Class 10), five
CMS students secured between
99% and 99.40% marks this
year. As many as 40 meritori-
ous students who secured
99.75% marks in ISC (Class 12)
included Apul Ranjan,

Kushagra Shankar Saxena,
Paarth Dwivedi, Rishika
Shukla, Shubhi Kapoor, Shyam
Agarwal, Saad Furqan,
Yashfeen Shahran, Prabhav
Khera, Aditya Chaturvedi,
Aniket Kanojia, Arindam
Chaturvedi, Bhoomi Maurya,
Divyanshi Verma, Krishnanshu
Pandey, Manisha Singh,
Priyank Yadav, Sanvika Bansal,
Satvik Tekriwal, Saubhagya
Tiwari, Shagun Trivedi,
Vanshika Mittal, Vishal
Chaudhary, Anukriti Dutta,
Asmita Swapnil, Atharv
Sharma, Prakriti Tandon,
Radhika Gupta, Sankalp
Dwivedi, Sanskriti Gautam,
Shinjni Kacker, Stuti Upadhyay,
Sumedha Rastogi, Syed Mohd
Mustafa, Yash Raj Gupta,
Devesh Agarwal, Mohd Taha
Khan, Shivam Saxena and
Sachin Srivastava.

Similarly, students securing
marks between 99% and

99.40% marks in ICSE (Class
10) included Priyanka Arora
(99.40%), Aditya Singh
(99.20%), Shubhanshi
Srivastava (99.20%), Abhigyan
Gopal Bhartariya (99%) and
Ananya Agarwal (99%). A total
of 3,416 CMS students
appeared for ICSE exams and
2465 students (72.16%) secured
above 90% marks. Besides,
1,078 students secured 95% or
above marks.

At the Career Convent Girls’
College, Shraddha Srivastava
secured 98%, Zaara Alam 97%,
Shruti Verma 97%,  Shikha
Dubey 96%, Nidhi Verma 96%
and Ankita Bora 96%.

At the Lucknow Public
Schools and Colleges, 103 stu-
dents of ICSE and 112 of ISC
got above 95% marks while
315 students of ICSE and 243
students of ISC scored 90% and
above marks. In ICSE, 871
students and in ISC, 726 stu-

dents appeared for the exams. 
ISC achievers included

Prabhash Mishra and Utkarsh
Patel (LPC, Sahara States),
Amitesh Kashyap (LPC, A-
Block, Rajajipuram) got
99.75%, Mayank Pratap Singh
& Suryanshu Verma (A-Block,
Rajajipuram) 99.5%, Vaishnavi
Gupta & Aditya Karan (LPC-
A-Block, Rajajipuram) 99.25%,
Shivanshu Singh 98.25%,
Ankita Verma and Swechchha
Shukla (LPC, Sahara States)
98% marks.

The  ICSE achievers
included Jahnvi Pandey
(97.8%), Saba Parveen (97.8%),
Bhumika Pandey (97.6%),
Vatsal Kumar Singh (97.6%)
and Bhavya Tripathi (97.4%)
while Eva Dubey, Hidayatullah,
Urvarshi Srivastava, Kushagra
Srivastava, Mandvi Srivastava,
Manas Chaudhary, Tanmay
Singh and Shreya Singh scored
97.2% marks.

At SKD Academy, it was a
100% result even in the pandem-
ic times. In ISC, Anushka
Kaushal topped with 97.25%
marks, followed by Mohd Waris
& Vaishnavi Srivastava (97%
each) on the second spot, while
Shreshtha Gupta got 96. 5%
marks and secured third posi-
tion. Charchit Agarwal and
Vaibhav Yadav got 96.25% marks
each and shared the fourth spot
while Lipi Sharma secured fifth
place with 96% marks. 

In ICSE, Rashi Gaur
topped with 99.2% marks while
Aryan Singh got 98.8% marks
and achieved the second spot.
Diksha Vaish scored 98.6%
marks and ended up on the
third spot while Ishan Rastogi,
Arpita Singh and Zoya Rafi got
98.4% each and shared the
fourth spot. Apoorva Verma,
Banshika Singh and Saksham
Gupta scored 98.2% each and
shared the fifth position.
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Results without examina-
tions evoked mixed feelings

amongst the ISC and ICSE stu-
dents. However, they were
undeterred in terms of their big
plans for future. The results
were declared by the Council of
Indian School and Certificate
Education (CISCE) on
Saturday afternoon without
the usual buzz in the school
premises, unlike in the pre-
Covid times.

Majority of the students
said that the corona pandem-
ic played a spoiltsport and
they were not able to have
interactive classes throughout
the academic session. However,
some felt that the pandemic
gave them sufficient time to
prepare for entrance exams.
They said they had no plans for
celebrations and they were
missing out on the fun after
board exam results.

Yash Raj Gupta, a Class 12
student of City Montessori
School  who scored 99.75 per
cent marks, said: “I was a little
nervous before the results were
declared. The pandemic has
not dampened my enthusiasm
as I got a lot of time for self-
study.”

He said he aims to become
an engineer and appeared for
JEE in April. “I am aiming to
go into Robotics engineering
and serve the country in differ-
ent sectors,” he added.

Radhika Gupta, a Class 12
student of CMS who also
scored 99.75 per cent marks,
said she had been feeling a lit-
tle anxious before the results
were declared since she had not
appeared for exams. She said
she was not missing out on the
general excitement which pre-
vailed when the results were
declared because her focused
on NEET scheduled for
September.

“I want to be a doctor and
serve the country because there
is a shortage of good doctors,
especially when we are in the
middle of a pandemic. The
pandemic has affected us in a
very adverse manner because
we did not go to the school in
our last year and we were not
able to interact with our
friends. It was a stressful time
for all. I myself got Covid and
was home quarantined for a
month. It also adversely affect-

ed my studies because I always
learn better with personal inter-
action with my teachers.
Online studies are fine but
cannot replace the actual class-
room studies,” she said. 

Asmita Swapnil, a Class 12
student of CMS who also
scored 99.75 per cent marks,
said she was nervous and excit-
ed about the results. “We
missed out on the fun of
attending the classes and there
is always this excitement of tak-
ing the exams. I am also afraid
that we would always get to
hear ‘tum toh aise hi pass ho
gaye’, but it is fine,” she added.

She said the corona pan-
demic affected everything,
included studies and social
life. “One needs a positive
mind set for studies. During the
corona and lockdown, I noticed
that all my stamina for study-
ing was lost and enthusiasm
reduced because I was always
at home. Staying at home was
tough because I am an outgo-
ing extrovert and I always per-
form better under pressure.
Had I gone to school, I would
have studied more,” she added.

Asmita said that normally,
a student remains relaxed dur-
ing the prebBoards because
they have boards to clear. “Had
I known that only pre-boards
would count, I would have
taken it more seriously,” she
said. She added that she was
not planning any celebrations
for her results.

“I don’t like meeting my
friends wearing masks and
when we visit another person’s
house, we hesitate in eating. I
am missing out on eating and
going out with my friends
without masks on,” she said.

Asmita said she aims to
become a doctor. “It’s my
dream and that of my family. I
have always felt doctors are

very cool and in India they are
held in high esteem by gener-
al public,” she added.

Sankalp Dwivedi, a Class
12 of City Montessori School
who scored 99.75 per cent
marks, said the pandemic
impacted his studies in a 
major way.

“I contracted coronavirus
infection and had to remain in
the hospital for 22 days. The
cancellation of exams affect-
ed me adversely because I was
aiming to get 100 per cent
marks. Because of the pan-
demic, I could not study well
till December and my first
pre-board exam also did not
go well. In the second exam,
I got a hundred per cent in all
the subjects and I was waiting
for the boards to do an

encore,” he said. He added that
he is very excited about the
future.

“I am  not too bothered
about the marks which I score
but I am looking forward to
doing BSc (Physics) since I
want to become an
Astrophysicist as India is lag-
ging behind in this sector. The
study requires a lot of
endurance and commitment
of over 10-12 years. Corona
cannot kill the fire inside me
for doing something in this
area,” he added.

Vyom, a Class 12 student
of Seth MR Jaipuria School,
said it was a mixed feeling till
the results were declared. “The
corona pandemic did affect us
but also gave us more time for
competitive exams. I am

appearing for NEET,” he said.
He added that the online
classes are sufficient as regards
the preparations.

Amitesh Kashyap from
Lucknow Public School
(Rajajipuram) scored 99.75
per cent marks in Class 12. He
said he aims to become an
engineer and make the coun-
try proud of his achievements.

Vanshika Agarwal, a Class
10 student of Seth MR Jaipuria
School who scored 98.16 per
cent marks, said she is very
happy. “In the beginning, I
was not comfortable with the
online classes but gradually I
got used to it, though offline
classes are much better. I did
well in pre-boards because I
had a feeling that board exams
could be cancelled,” she said.
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The Council of Indian
School and Certificate

Education (CISCE) declared
no merit list this year too as
the results of the ICSE and ISC
were declared on Saturday.

“Given the exceptional cir-
cumstances under which the
results have been prepared,
this year too, the CISCE will
not be publishing the merit
lists for the ICSE  and ISC Year
2021 examinations. This year
has been an extremely difficult
one for the entire country, with
the second wave of the Covid-
19 pandemic wreaking havoc
and impacting every aspect of
life, especially the education-
al sector. In spite of the severe
crisis, the CISCE, has against
all odds and difficult circum-
stances, prepared, and tabulat-
ed the results for the ICSE

(Class X) and ISC (Class XII)
examinations,” chief execu-
tive and secretary of the
Council Gerry Arathoon said.

He said that to tabulate the
results, the CISCE, after much
deliberations, had decided on
several broad parameters
which were used for the com-
pilation of marks.

“For the ICSE (Class X)
examination, the parameters
were the average marks of
papers, subjects scored by the
candidates in various tests,
examinations conducted by
the school at the Class IX and
Class X levels, through the aca-
demic years 2019-20 and
2020-21, respectively and
internal assessment marks (the
project and practical work for
the ICSE Year 2021 examina-
tion),” he said.

He further said that for
the ISC (Class XII) examina-

tion, the parameters were the
average marks of papers, sub-
jects scored by the candidates
in various tests, examinations
conducted by the school at the
Class XI and Class XII levels,
through the academic years
2019-20 and 2020-21, respec-
tively, the Class X average
marks (English + best four
subjects) and the marks of the
project work or practical
examination for the ISC Year
2021 examination.

“The data submitted by
the schools was analysed by a
team of reputed statisticians
from some of the premier
institutions in the country,
along with senior officials of
the CISCE. While devising
the methodology for comput-
ing marks, the endeavour was
to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates concerned to the best
possible extent,” he added.
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For the second time in suc-
cession, Guru Purnima was

celebrated in this ancient holy
city with simplicity without a
big gathering of shishyas (dis-
ciples) here on Saturday.
Contrary to normal times, no
big functions were organised at
some leading religious institu-
tions as generally on this aus-
picious occasion, the rush of
followers is seen throughout
the day.  The coronavirus pan-
demic dampened the festive
spirit as most of the disciples
observed the day indoors, seek-
ing blessings from their teach-
ers. At most of the religious
places including ashrams and
maths, only a limited number
of people were allowed to seek
blessings from their gurus.

On the appeal of head
Gurupad Sambhav Ram, for
the second continuous year
thousands of followers from
different states did not turn up
and the main gate remained
closed. As the ashram located
at Parao on the northern out-
skirts of the city is big where
scores of people including the
employees of Bhagwan
Awadoor Kusht Ashram live,
they sought the blessings of the
Guru by maintaining social dis-
tance. This leprosy centre
entered the Guinness Book of
World Records for treating the
maximum number of patients
through traditional methods.
Earlier, a few followers took out
a prabhat pheri and offered
shramdaan to make the
premises clean. Gurupad
Sambhav Ram offered prayers
to Aghoreshwar Mahaprabhu
and secretary of Shri

Sarveshwari Samuh Dr SP
Singh hoisted flag near the stat-
ue of Baba Kinaram followed
by the safal yoni path by
Prithvipal.

Similarly, yet another big
ashram is located on the south-
ern outskirts of the city where
scores of sadhus and many oth-
ers sought blessings  from
Peethadishwer Sadguru
Sarnanand. Normally, like
Parao ashram, three-day festi-
vals are organised on the occa-
sion in a grand manner. The
ashram, which runs several
educational and health institu-
tions, has a large number of fol-
lowers and it is the reason why
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath and other dig-

nitaries visited it recently.
The same was the scene at

yet another big institution,
Kinaram (Krikund) Ashram
located in the mid-city area of
Ravindrapuri. 

Only a few followers did
the formalities of the day in a
symbolic manner seeking
blessings from Peethadishwar
Aghoracharya Baba Siddharth
Gautam Ram. 

Unlike previous years,
there was no festive mood
seen outside as main doors
remained closed. 

In the same manner, only
a limited number of followers
sought blessings from their
gurus including Peethadishwar
Santosh Das at Sathuwa Baba
Ashram,  Mahant of Sankat
Mochan temple Prof VN

Mishra and many others.   
At Patalpuri Math, several

Muslims including women and
other disciples sought the bless-
ings from Mahant Balak Das.
Muslim women reached there
under the leadership of chief of
Muslim Mahila Fundation
Nazneen Ansari. Co-convenor
of Puranchal (eastern UP) unit
of Muslim Rashtriya Manch
Mohd Azharuddin, Afsar Baba,
Safiq Ahmed and many others
were also present. At Srividya
Math, Kedarghat, the function
began amidst the chanting of
Vedic mantras recited by P
Guru Prasad and Pt Nikhil
Tiwari followed by shehnai
presentation by Mohan. 

Then the devotees offered
prayer at the portraits of their
Gurus.
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Elaborate security arrange-
ments have been made to

maintain peace as well as
Covid-19 norms in one of the
Dwadasa Jyotirlinga Kashi
Vishwanath temples on the
eve of the start of auspicious
month of Shravan here on
Saturday. As the first Monday
of the month is falling on the
second day, it is expected that

despite all the restrictions on
arrival of saffron-clad kanwar-
rias, the rush of devotees may
come. Both inside and outside,
proper barricades were put up
in order to check the rush and
maintain social distancing.
Security arrangements at other
famous Shiv temples of the city
and on the outskirts have also
been strengthened.

To see all the arrange-
ments, senior administrative

and police officers visited
there and gave several instruc-
tions to the officers con-
cerned. 

According to the temple
administration, only the devo-
tees wearing masks would be
allowed to enter the premises
and they would enter the
premises after sanitising their
hands. 

Apart from this, arrange-
ments have been made to

install LED screens at differ-
ent places so that the devotees
can see the live telecast to puja
and aarti of Garbhagriha
(sanctum sanctorum). For
keeping a watch on all the
activities of the devotees,
closed-circuit  television
(CCTV) cameras have been
installed and the security per-
sonnel will keep a watch on all
the devotees through watch
towers.
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Taking an initiative, Postal
department once again has

decided to provide ‘prasad’ of
Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple
during the auspicious month of
Shravan at home by Speed
Post for Rs 251, informed the
Postmaster General (PMG),
Varanasi Region, Krishna
Kumar Yadav. He said that
under an agreement between
the Department of Posts and
Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Temple Trust, prasad of
the temple in new format is
being made available to the
people through Speed Post
Service. 

Under this scheme, an e-
money order of �251 has to be

sent to the Senior
Superintendent of Post
Off ices,  Varanasi  (East)
Division from the nearest post

office. Prasad will be sent to
the addressee immediately by
the Department of Posts as
soon as the e-money order is

received. The prasad will be in
a tamper-proof envelope with
proper packaging. 

The PMG said that the
image of Shri  Kashi
Vishwanath Jyotirlinga,
Mahamrityunjaya Yantra, Shri
Shiva Chalisa, 108 beads of
Rudraksha’s garland, bel patra,
coin having Bhole Baba’s
image inscribed with Mata
Annapurna, dry fruits, bhas-
ma, sandalwood, raksha sutra
and mishri packets etc will be
included.

Senior Superintendent
Post Offices, Varanasi East
Division, Sumit Kumar Gatt
said that prasad can also be
obtained from the counter of
Varanasi City Post Office for
just �201. 
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Devotees will have to pay
more money to watch

Mangla and other aartis of
Lord Shiva at Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir during the
auspicious month of Shravan
beginning July 26.

The temple administra-
tion has revised the fees of
various aartis  of  Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir for the
auspicious month of Shravan.
On each Monday during this
auspicious month, the devo-
tees will have to pay � 1,500 to
be part of Mangla Aarti while
other days of the week, the fee
will be � 700, the chief exec-
utive officer of the temple
Sunil Kumar Verma said. It is
noteworthy that on normal
days, there is a fee of �350 to
watch Mangla Aarti and on
Monday, it increases to �750.

Similarly, the devotees will

have to pay � 200 each to be
part of Bhog, Saptarishi and
Night Sringar. There will be a
fee of �700 for performing
rudrabhishek under the guid-
ance of one Vedic scholar
during this month and to
perform the same religious rit-
uals with five Vedic scholars
the devotees will be required
to pay � 2,100.

For the sanyasi bhog on
Monday, the devotees will be
required to pay �7,500 while
they will have to pay �15,000
for the shringar of Lord Shiva
on Monday. The revised fee
for purnima shringar during
this auspicious month is
�3,700 and for the akhand-
deep and the devotees will be
required to pay �700. The
devotees will have to pay
�25,000 for the rudrabhishek
(20 years).

There is also a fee to have
darshan of Baba Vishwanath

during this month and the
devotees can have darshan of
Lord Shiva smoothly on a
normal day by paying � 500
while they will have to pay �
750 to have darshan on
Monday. For the
Mahamrityunjay jaap for one
day by 32 Vedic scholars, the
devotees will be required to
pay � 1 lakh while the fee for
the same for five days by 7
Vedic scholars is �51,000, the
CEO of the temple said.

There will be shringar of
Lord Shiva on the f irst
Monday of this auspicious
month on July 26and there
will be shringar of Lord Shiva
and Goddess Parvati on the
second Monday on August 2
while on the third Monday on
August 9,  there wil l  be
shringar of Ardhnarishwar.
There will be shringar of Baba
Vishwanath with rudraksh on
the fourth Monday on August

16and on the fifth and last
Monday of this month on
August 22, there will be jhula
shringar of movable idols of
Lord Shiva, Goddess Parvati
and deity Ganesha, the CEO
said.

NO POSITIVE CASE ON
3RD CONSECUTIVE DAY:
No positive case of the novel
coronavirus infection was
recorded in Varanasi on the
third consecutive day on
Saturday even as active cases
dropped to 31 on Saturday. 

A total of 5632 tests were
conducted during the last 24
hours. The confirmed cases
remained at 82342, as per the
figures released by the Health
department on Saturday
evening. With no death from
COVID-19, the toll remained
at 773. 

Eight corona patients
recovered during the past 24
hours — all in home isolation.
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Guru Purnima was cele-
brated on Saturday with

pomp and show. During this,
with devotion and faith, the
devotees also visited the tem-
ples, monasteries and temples
to seek blessings. The disciples
expressed their gratitude to
the gurus who enabled them to
cross the entire ocean of knowl-
edge. Devotees from far and
wide came to Prayagraj for
Guru Darshan and worship on
Guru Purnima. The disciples
prayed to the gurus by per-
forming aarti, worshiping and
bowing their heads at their feet
and wishing to attain lifelong
companionship. The gurus also
blessed the disciple for libera-
tion from the whole ocean of
material.

Bathing in the Sangam
started from the morning itself.
The devotees of Sanatan
Dharma after bathing and
meditating in the Sangam, per-
formed charity as per the
instructions of the pilgrimage
priests. After this, they reached
the monasteries and temples to
worship the gurus.

Devotees had come from
far and wide to worship
Jagadguru Swami
Vasudevanand, a member of
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, at
Shankaracharya Ashram

Alopibagh. Everyone was given
entry after thermal scanning.
All the events were organised
following physical distancing.
At the same time, Mahant
Narendra Giri, President of
Akhara Parishad in Shrimath
Baghambari Gaddi, performed
rudrabhishek in the morning
for flag worship and public wel-
fare. After this his disciples
worshiped him and performed

aarti. The disciples coming
from outside offered prasad in
bhandaras.

Guru Purnima Mahotsav
was organised under the
chairmanship of Dr
Rameshwar Prapannacharya
Shastri at Sridevaraha Baba
Ashram located at Triveni
Dam. The image of
Shankaracharya Swami
Swaroopanand was worshiped

under the leadership of
Brahmachari Sridharanand in
the ancient Mankameshwar
temple. After this Dharanand’s
disciples worshiped him.
Devotees from far and wide
came to seek the blessings of
Prabhu ji, the founder of Om
Namah Shivaya Sansthan locat-
ed at Gaughat. Disciples took
blessings by worshiping the
Guru. 
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General Manager of North
Central Railway VK

Tripathi conducted a review
meeting through video-con-
ferencing to discuss safety and
punctuality issues.

While reviewing safety
related issues, the GM said that
staff should be regularly coun-
selled and updated to ensure
safety in train operations. He
said that it is the duty of offi-
cers to ensure that instructions
received from Railway Board
and Headquarters should reach
and get understood by the
field staff properly.

Taking serious note of the
damage caused due to the open
doors of freight trains, the
General Manager directed the
officers concerned to ensure

that the doors are properly
closed at every loading and
unloading point. Apart from
this, the trains received from
other zones should also be
monitored carefully.

The General Manager also
discussed brake binding, main-
tenance of signaling gears and
OHE implements and man-
agement of other assets. He also
directed to form a committee
for assessing the brake binding
cases occurring in LHB coach-
es. He reviewed the progress
with respect to the target of clo-
sure of level crossings during
the current financial year. He
directed that action should be
taken to close the crossings as
soon as the work of road over-
bridge or road underbridge is
completed. North Central
Railway has set a target of con-

struction of 75 road under-
bridges during the current
year, out of which 04 works
have been completed.

NCR TO CELEBRATE
‘AZADI KA AMRIT
MAHOTSAV’: In response to
the call of the Ministry of
Culture to celebrate  ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ on the 75th
anniversary of Indian
Independence, North Central
Railway has decided to cele-
brate the occasion for 75 weeks
from now.

On August 15, India will be
celebrating the 75th anniver-
sary of Independence. So 75
weeks prior to the 75th
anniversary, NCR is celebrating
the entire period as ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’.

As curtain raising activities,
NCR is celebrating important

days associated with the great
people who were associated
with the freedom struggle.
NCR has planned activities
including paintings, drawings,
speech competitions to com-
memorate the legends involved
in national movement.

An important part of the
event is to commemorate and
pay homage to them to mark
their presence on social media.

In tune with it NCR cele-
brated the birth anniversary of
Bal Gangadhar Tilak and
Shaheed Chandrashekhar Azad
on Friday. Under this, posts
related to their supreme sacri-
fices were shared on official
social media accounts of NCR
— Twitter, Facebook, Koo
and Instagram. Also, visuals
were displayed at Prayagraj
station.
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Two people, including an
assistant professor of the

Botany department at
Chaudhary Mahadev Prasad
Mahavidyalaya popularly
known as CMP Degree
College, died in a road accident
in Prayagraj. The accident hap-
pened near Kunda bypass of
Pratapgarh district around 6:30
am.

A family member was
heading to Lucknow from
Bhadohi by car. The car went
out of control and collided
with the container. Two people
in the car were injured in the
accident. Police admitted them
to CHC Kunda. From there
they were referred to the hos-
pital in Prayagraj.

Manoj Srivastava, a resi-
dent of Patel Nagar Gyanpur in
Bhadohi district, was going to
Lucknow on Saturday morning
along with his entire family to
bid farewell to his nephew
Abhishant Srivastava’s wife. He
had left his house at 5:00 in the
morning with two cars. In
Honda City, there was 32-year-
old Archita, daughter of
Pradeep Kumar Srivastava.
Archita was the professor of
Botany department in CMP
Degree College, Prayagraj. She
was accompanied by Anshi
Srivastava (20), daughter of
Manoj Srivastava, Rachit (28),
son of Manoj Srivastava, and

Abhishant (27), son of Pradeep
Srivastava. Abhishant was dri-
ving the car.

Manoj Kumar Srivastava,
Pradeep Srivastava, Anil
Srivastava and Dharmendra
and driver were in the other
car. As soon as both the vehi-
cles reached near Badi Chakia
bypass of Kunda Kotwali area,
the Honda City suddenly col-
lided with a container car com-
ing from Lucknow side in an
attempt to save a biker who
came from the front. The col-
lision was so strong that the car
blew into pieces. Manoj
Srivastava, who was driving the
car behind, immediately
stopped the vehicle and
informed police.

On getting the informa-
tion, Kunda CO Arjun Singh

and Kotwal Rakesh Bharti
reached the spot along with the
police force and somehow res-
cued the people trapped in the
damaged car. Police reached
Kunda CHC with the injured.
Doctors declared Anshi
Srivastava, Archita Srivastava
brought dead. Seriously injured
Rachit and Abhishant were
referred to Prayagraj for treat-
ment. On hearing the news of
death, family members reached
the spot. The police sent bod-
ies for post-mortem.

COP ACCUSED OF
RAPE: In Prayagraj, a young
woman living in a village under
Mauaima police station has
accused a constable posted in
another district of rape. The
constable was allegedly threat-
ening to make her obscene

videos viral on the internet.
The girl has given an applica-
tion in this regard to the police.

When the officers asked
the Mauaima police, the inves-
tigation was started. However,
the case could not be registered
as the girl did not file a com-
plaint with the Mauaima police.

The girl alleged that a
youth, a resident of the village,
had raped her a few years
back. Later, the young man
became a constable. His duty
was in another district but he
often came to the village and
threatened to rape her. He also
made her obscene videos and
started threatening to make it
viral on the internet. He was
supported by some of his other
colleagues.

Mauaima police station in-
charge Pradeep Kumar said
that there was a love affair
between the constable and the
girl for a long time. However,
the family members of both
were not supportive of their
marriage. Even two days ago
when this matter came to his
notice, it was said that a writ-
ten complaint would be given
in this regard. The complaint
was not given saying that they
would go to the place where the
constable is posted, and talk to
him so that he would not dis-
turb her. Inspector said that if
a complaint is given, action will
be taken after registering a
report.
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A L L A H A B A D ( P N S ) :
Colonelganj police of Prayagraj
has registered an FIR in con-
nection with derogatory
remarks made against Apna
Dal (S) leader and Union
Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Anupriya Patel on
Facebook.

The objectionable words
used against the minister had

been posted from the Facebook
ID of Sardar Munshi Rampal
Verma. Now the police are
trying to trace out the location
of the person who posted abu-
sive content against Anupriya
Patel. The party workers were
concerned and they drew the
attention of the officials
towards the Facebook post.
The Colonelganj police came

into action and registered an
FIR in this regard. Anupriya
Patel, daughter of Apna Dal
founder Dr Sonelal Patel, is a
part of the NDA government at
the centre, and she has been
made Union Minister of State
for Commerce and Industry.

NANDINI SCORES
93.5% MARKS: Nandini
Singh, daughter of senior scribe

Devendra Singh, cleared her
class XII examination of ISC
Board with flying colours. A
bright student of St Mary’s
Convent Commerce stream,
Nandi preferred to take an
offline examination and scored
93.5 per cent marks with 98 per
cent each in English and
Accounts besides 93 per cent in
Economics.
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Padari police arrested one accused and recov-
ered three stolen motorcycles on Friday. On

the directive of station house officer (SHO)
Manoj Kumar Pandey a police team during rou-
tine patrolling was informed about the presence
of two criminals along with a stolen motorcy-
cle on Darhiram Tiraha. Thereafter the police
swung into action and started checking the vehi-
cles. On seeing the police personnel two persons
on a motorcycle tried to dodge them. However,
the police succeeded in nabbing one of them
while his accomplice managed to escape from
the spot. During interrogation he said the motor-
cycle in his possession was a stolen one and two
more were hidden in his house. At this the police
raided the place and recovered two more
motorcycles. After completing the necessary
legal formalities the police sent the accused,
identified as Chandrashekhar Chaubey, a resi-
dent of Mahadauri village under Padari police
station, to jail. 

ADVICE TO FARMERS: Chief
Development Officer (CDO) Srilaxmi VS has
advised the farmers to adopt marketing meth-
ods for earning more. While chairing the

meeting of farmer producer organisations on
Thursday,  she said farmers should come under
the umbrella of FPO on the lines of  ‘one block,
one product’. She said it was the need of the hour

that farmers be connected with social media for
publicising the produce and a separate app can
be more useful. Deputy Director (Agriculture)
Ashok Kumar Upadhyay said the federation of
FPOs can help more in selling the produce eas-
ily through proper management. Agriculture sci-
entist, BHU, Professor Sri Ram Singh, suggest-
ed that in less irrigated areas farming of sesame
was suitable to get more yield with less expen-
diture. Representative of NABARD Anupriya
apprised that the organisation was helping the
producers in Seekhar block for pea and in
Rajgarh for farming of tomato. LDM Ajay Kumar
also spoke on the occasion. The meeting was
attended by secretary Krishi Utpadan Mandi
Parishad Dilip Singh along with officials of
Fisheries, Horticulture and Cooperative depart-
ments besides others. The officials threw light
over the schemes related with their departments
and appealed to farmers to avail themselves of
the facilities for their betterment. 

INSTALLATION CEREMONY: District
governor Rotary Club Anil Agrawal during the
installation ceremony of Rotary Club Mirzapur
Gaurav on Thursday said as per Rotary provi-
sion the next president is nominated two and a
half years in advance with the purpose of devel-
oping the sense of working. Stressing on work-
ing on the theme of ‘Serve to change the life,’ he
advised the team not to go for their own fame
but to follow the theme of the club.
Administering the oath to the new team led by
Deepak Kushwaha, district governor extended
his best wishes to the team and expected to
spread the Rotary movement in the larger inter-
est of the society. The programe was conduct-
ed by Amit Ahuja while vote of thanks was pro-
posed by the new secretary of the club Shivam
Agrawal. Prominent among those who graced
the occasion were Himanshu Jaiswal, Raj
Bahadur Singh, Vinod Maurya, Pramod
Upadhyaya, Sachin Katare and Ajay Jaiswal.
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Under the direction of Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Vijay Kumar Panjiar for

the prevention of coronavirus infection in
Varanasi division vaccination is going on con-
tinuously. In this sequence under the leadership
of Additional Chief Medical
Superintendent (ACMS) Dr RR
Singh at North Eastern Railway
(NER) Divisional Hospital,
Lahartara, on Thursday the
Covid vaccination of contract
employees working at various
railway stations of the division
and of those associated with
railway service through other
means was done in the form of
a campaign by the railway
medical team and the one constituted by the state
government. With the help of the district
administration a total of 741 doses of Covid vac-
cine were administered on Wednesday and
Thursday in which Varanasi division’s 34 employ-
ees, relatives of 52 employees, including  12 con-
tract labourers and 730 non-railway people were
administered the Covid vaccine. Notably, at the
Divisional Hospital of NER vaccination of old,
physically disabled and sick people is being done

in their private vehicles in its lobby. Continuing this
sequence, the vaccination of elderly and disabled
persons, besides retired employees was done
by railway medical staff in their private vehicles in
the lobby outside the premises of Divisional
Hospital. Besides, the employees and their fami-
lies were also informed to follow the Coronovirus

prevention guidelines i.e.
wearing of the mask prop-
erly, washing their hands
frequently and thorough-
ly, maintaining physical
distancing. Apart from it
in division’s various rail
sections, station premises,
stations and trains  deep
cleaning, sanitisation and
cleanliness is being done
daily.  At the major sta-

tions of the division for railway passengers and in
the station premises  for the passengers as well as
employees  messages related to prevention of
Coronavirus infection and vaccination against it are
being displayed at various places through posters
for awareness among them.  Markings have been
made in the stations and railway premises to fol-
low social distance. Corono protocol is being
ensured in station premises along with trains and
strict action is being taken against violators.
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Better marketing strategy
being adopted for increas-

ing loading of goods by North
Eastern Railway (NER) admin-
istration is yielding positive
results. In view of the concert-
ed efforts of the Business
D e v e l o p m e n t
Units (BDUs) con-
stituted in the
headquarters and
divisions, many
facilities being
provided by the
railway adminis-
tration for load-
ing of goods
besides improve-
ment and expan-
sion of goods
sheds the thrust of
industry and business world
towards railways is increasing
continuously.  Demonstrating
remarkable performance in
the field of loading of goods in
NER success has been
achieved in attaining much
more freight traffic than the
set target.  In the same
sequence from Haldi Road
station of Izzatnagar division
of NER for Sankrail Rail

Goods Terminal Yard located
on Kharagpur-Howrah rail
section loading of 25 wagons
of Maggi was done on July 22
and 23. In the 25 newly-mod-
ified goods (NMG) wagons a
total of 2,376 quintals of Maggi
were loaded from which
�8,76,267 Railway revenue

was received. In the new NMG
wagons made by converting
old ICF coaches the railway
administration has also given
permission for transportation
of food items, FMCG products
and other retail goods. As a
result in these new NMG
wagons for the first time in
NER under food items Maggi
is being transported. 

Work is being done in a

well-planned manner by the
railway administration to
increase loading of goods,
Chief Public Relations Officer
Pankaj Kumar Singh said. For
the convenience of traders,
goods sheds have been
improved and expanded.
Under it 22 new goods sheds

were opened and
23 others have
been developed
for 24 hours
working.  By
improving the
average speed of
goods trains it
has been done to
about 50 km per
hour (km/h). As
a result of sever-
al efforts for pro-
moting goods

transportation in NER the
freight transport of new goods
like automobile sector and
FMCG products is being
received. In the year 2021-22
till the month of June in the
first quarter in NER a total of
0.8912 million tonnes (MT) of
loading of goods was received
which is 126 per cent more
than the goods loading of the
corresponding period last year. 
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In view of the remodeling work in Shahjahanpur
yard under Moradabad-Shahjahanpur rail sec-

tion of Northern Railway (NR) due to the block
being taken by the railway administration for pre-
non interlock and non-interlock works the fol-
lowing trains will be run by being diverted, CPRO
Pankaj Kumar Singh said.

MFP-ANVT SPECIAL: The 02557
Muzaffarpur-Anand Vihar Terminus (ANVT)
special train departing from Muzaffarpur from
July 24 to 27 instead of running on its scheduled
route i.e. Lucknow-Moradabad-Ghaziabad will be
diverted via the Lucknow-Kanpur Central-
Ghaziabad route.

ANVT-MFP SPECIAL: The 02558 Anand
Vihar Terminus – Muzaffarpur special train to
depart from Anand Vihar Terminus from July 25
to 28 instead of running on its scheduled route
i.e. Ghaziabad-Moradabad-Lucknow via will be
run by being diverted via Ghaziabad-Kanpur
Central-Lucknow route. 
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General Secretary of North Eastern Railway
Sports Association (NERSA) and Chief

Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar
Singh and sportsper-
sons and coaches of
NER on Friday organ-
ised a brief programme
at Syed Modi Railway
Stadium here and
encouraged the Indian
players participating in
the Olympic Games
going on in Tokyo,
Japan. from July 23 to
August 8 and extended their best wishes to
them. The programme was conducted by
Assistant Sports Officer Chandra Vijay Singh.
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Chairing the Ugyog Bandhu
meeting at the collectorate

on Saturday, Additional District
Magistrate (Finance and
Revenue) Veerendra Pandey
directed officials to complete all
works relating to the retaining
wall on the approach road of
the bridge between Dadanagar
and Vijaynagar at the earliest.

He also directed the
Kanpur Nagar Nigam and
Public Works Department
(PWD) to coordinate with

ACM and electricity depart-
ment for the removal of
encroachments and form a
committee to implement it in
the right earnest by carrying
out a survey immediately.

He said the Fazalganj cross-
ing, where there were several
defunct islands, should be
reduced in size so as to make
the movement of traffic
smoother. He also directed the
PWD to ensure the repair of
the roads on priority within
one week. He said all the pot-
holes and craters should be

filled up and the road should be
made motorable.

He also directed officials to
ensure that widening of the
Dadanagar main route from
Double Pulia to Lohia Bypass
and construction of drain was
completed latest by December
2021.

He said an estimate for Rs
6.73 lakh had been prepared for
removal of electricity poles in
the middle of the road along
with the transformers. He
directed the departments con-
cerned to work in close coop-

eration so that the work was
accomplished on time.

The ADM (F&R)
expressed concern over water-
logging in the Panki Industrial
Area and directed that the
Panki fire station should
become functional and also to
ensure that entry of all per-
mitted vehicles was allowed,

Prominent among those
who took part in the meeting
were Deputy Director,
Industries, Sudhir Srivastava,
SP Yadav, Manoj Banka,
Umang Agarwal and SK Gupta.
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Kanpur Nagar District
Magistrate Alok Tiwari,

on Saturday, directed all SDMs
and BDOs to identify families
from the Backward communi-
ties who lost their sole bread
earner to COVID-19 so that
they could be benefitted
through the Credit Link
Subsidy Scheme.

He asked the officials to
submit the names of such peo-
ple to the district backward
class welfare officer within a
week. He said the scheme was
to be run by National Backward
Classes Corporation and
Finance and Development
Corporation Limited.

He said this scheme was
meant for the weaker sections

of society from the Backward
Class category. He said under
the scheme the beneficiaries
would be provided a sum of Rs
5 lakh for starting their own
trade or business. He said out
of the total amount, Rs 1 lakh
was subsidy and Rs 4 lakh
would be loaned at 6 per cent
interest.

He said the eligible candi-
dates must be from the BC cat-
egory and their annual income
should not exceed a sum of Rs
3 lakh per annum. He said the
deceased should have been in
the age group of 18-60 years
and the families should have a
death certificate certified by the
competent authority.

Meanwhile, addressing a
meeting late on Friday evening,
the district magistrate said that
as per the directive of Chief

Secretary RK Tiwari, all the
oxygen plants under construc-
tion or nearing completion in
Kanpur Nagar should be com-
pleted within the stipulated
time frame. He said in case
there was any issue that was
retarding the pace of con-
struction or completion of
work it should be brought to
the notice of the authorities.

He said in view of the
apprehended third wave of
COVID-19, it was decided by
the UP government to make
elaborate arrangements to tack-
le the deadly novel coronavirus
and reduce loss of life. He said
the current pace of work was
not enough and thus it had to
be given further momentum.
He said as per the chief secre-
tary’s directive, all private hos-
pitals should have their own

oxygen plants.
The district magistrate said

as per the feedback from
GSVM Medical College, the
oxygen plant at the neuro and
maternity wing was ready and
very soon a plant was to be set
up in the Emergency as well.

He said it had also been
planned to set up an oxygen
plant at the community health
centres (CHCs) at Ghatampur
and Bilhaur. H

He said work on two oxy-
gen plants was in progress at
Ursula and AHM Dufferin
Hospital. He said the chief
secretary had directed that
there should be no laxity in set-
ting up and completion of oxy-
gen plants so that by the time
the third wave of COVID-19
struck, the government was
prepared to handle it.
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The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Kanpur,

has produced a Swasa Oxyrise
bottle which increases the oxy-
gen level in the human body.

This unique device can be
carried anywhere with great
ease and can meet the need for
oxygen in case of a medical
emergency.

It has been made at IIT-
Kanpur Incubation Centre and
is a portable oxygen canister.

The invention came in the
wake of the second wave of
COVID-19 which wreaked
havoc across the country when
lack of oxygen triggered a
major crisis.

IIT-K alumnus Sandeep
Patil,  director of E-Spin
Nanotech, said, "In view of the
COVID-19 crisis in the coun-
try, E-Spin Nanotech has cre-
ated Swasa Oxyrise. It increas-
es the oxygen flow inside the
body. To fulfill the requirement
of oxygen during the second
wave of COVID-19, this device
has been made at IIT-Kanpur
Incubation Centre. It has been
created during the ongoing
pandemic by E-Spin Nanotech
and Jasolab. It can prove to be
very effective during a medical
emergency. But it cannot be
used in case of critically ill
patients."

He said, "One more prod-
uct can be kept with the first
aid box. This bottled device can
be used during the COVID-19
pandemic. Apart from
COVID-19, it is very effective
for asthma patients and army

personnel posted at high alti-
tudes. It can be kept in the
medical kit quite easily. If
someone's oxygen level sud-
denly starts to drop, it can be
very helpful on the way to the
hospital. One can easily intake
oxygen by spraying it inside the
face mask which will last for a
long time. This will boost the
oxygen supply in the body."

Patil said that 10 litres of
oxygen was compressed in a
180 gram bottle. He said near-
ly 200 shots of oxygen could be
given to a person from a single
bottle which was available for
Rs 499. He said nearly 500-600
such bottles were prepared per
day.

The demand for Swasa
Oxyrise bottles are rising all
over the country while its
online sale has also been start-
ed on the company's website
swasa.in.

Patil said during the bhoo-
mi pujan of the Ram temple at
Ayodhya, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wore a mask
made by the IIT-Kanpur incu-

bated company E-Spin. He
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had also praised the
masks made by E-Spin in the
monthly radio programme
Mann Ki Baat.

SCIENTISTS DISCUSS
IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON
SOIL: Vice Chancellor of
Chandra Shekhar Azad
University of Agriculture and
Technology , Dr DR Singh,
while extending his wishes on
the occasion of Guru Purnima
on Saturday, said the onus for
the proper and timely imple-
mentation of the New
Education Policy 2020 rested
on the shoulders of the teach-
ing community. He said with
dedication and devotion
together the university could be
taken to new heights. He
advised the faculty to remain
complacent and hope for the
best in future.

Speaking on Guru
Purnima, Dr Singh said, “A
guru was termed a guru
because he or she led a person
to light from abject darkness.”
He said this day was also cele-
brated as the birth anniversary
of Vedavyas, who had com-
bined the four Vedas in the
form of a book and thus this
day was celebrated in his hon-
our.

He then praised the efforts
of the faculty of the university
and said they were at par with
Corona Warriors because dur-
ing the acute pandemic times
the faculty had continued to
work so that administrative and
other related works did not
come to a grinding halt. He said

as it was an agricultural uni-
versity, the onus to keep it clean
and green rested on each indi-
vidual of this university.

Meanwhile, a virtual ses-
sion was held later in which
noted soil scientist of Chandra
Shekhar Azad University of
Agriculture and Technology,
Dr Khalil Khan, spoke on
the ‘impact of COVID-19 on
soil’.

He said fertile soil was the
key to a healthy, biodiverse
environment which of late had
dangerously affected the food
availability. He said pressure
was being exerted on local
food production which had led
to intensive cultivation and
soil degradation. He said thus
it engendered the need for
sustainable management.

He said the five-point plan
worked out by the UP govern-
ment was focused on improved
access to land, sound land use
planning, sustainable soil man-
agement, enhanced research,
and investments in education
and extension.

The coronavirus pandem-
ic was testing the ability of soci-
eties to survive an extreme
global situation. He said
healthy soils formed the most
necessary natural resource for
food production, on which
human existence was depen-
dent.

He said appropriate soil
management was imperative
for solving and anticipating
food security and nutrition
requirements that governments
and individuals would face in
the post-pandemic period. 
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Many organisations and
institutions organised

Guru Purnima celebrations in
the city on Saturday. The day is
celebrated to pay respect to
teachers or gurus who share
their wisdom with pupils and
show them the right path.

While disciples of
renowned music exponent Pt
Vinod Kumar Dwivedi of
Ranjana Devi Sangeet
Mahavidyalaya in Kidwai
Nagar, honoured him and
other teachers for sharing their
knowledge this them, students
of Aakash Institute paid respect
to their teachers by taking part
in prayers and rituals with rev-
erence, as part of Guru
Purnima celebrations.

Speaking about the Guru
Purnima celebrations, the
gurus of both the institutions
said, “In several societies and
cultures, teachers enjoy the
highest regards and are kept on
the same pedestal as parents.
But in the Indian tradition,
teachers come in the hierarchy
above parents, and are revered
as God in the human form. We
have organised Guru Purnima
celebrations for our students to
honour their teachers who
have made invaluable contri-
butions to their academic excel-
lence and professional suc-
cess.”

They said that even when
educational institutions were
out of bounds for students in
the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic, the teachers had
made themselves available to
the students 24x7, using mobile
phones and other digital means
such as email, online meeting
apps, and messaging services.

“Their selfless efforts to
make sure that the pandemic
does not come in the way of
their education are commend-
able and heartwarming. They
quickly upskilled themselves
and adopted their lifestyle and
teaching style to suit the virtu-
al classrooms.”
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KANPUR (PNS): The ICAR-
Agricultural Technology
Application Research Institute
(ATARI) at Kanpur organised
a virtual review meeting on
customer relationship man-
agement (CRM) to discuss the
software for the agriculture
industry which allowed farm-
ers to store and follow up on
customer leads to help find new
customers, track customer
behaviour, interactions and
purchases of products and ser-
vices.

The virtual session was to
sensitise utilisation of budget
under the project.

Addressing the session,
principal scientist at ATARI,
Ludhiana, Dr Arvind Kumar,
discussed  the various aspects
of the CRM project imple-
mented in Uttar Pradesh. He
spoke on KVKs which had
been grouped in respective
state agricultural universities
and how many Kisan Vikas
Kendras (KVKs) had been
transferred to other districts.

He briefed the audience
upon the importance of the
project by convergence, col-
laboration and competition
with support of all the stake-
holders and added that women
farmers should be given prior-
ity so that the intense awareness
can be created among them.

He said that projects
should be implemented with
farmers’ participation for
awareness and presented
demonstrations on farm mech-
anisation, training etc. He said
the rice, wheat cropping system
should be managed by paddy
residue management so that
environmental challenges
could be tackled in an efficient
manner.

Dr Kumar said the non-
utilisation of budget could
affect the implementation of
the project and suggested that
all balance of the budget should
be utilised properly for better
results. He added that because
utilisation of budget was poor
in all the three state agricultural
universities and KVKs thus
the balanced budget must be
utilised under IEC activities
and flexi funds.

He said the strategy which
had been prepared could be
implemented properly by con-
sidering all programmes under
the CRM project.



upon them.
The forces retaliated, ensu-

ing an encounter in which so
far three militants have been
killed, they added.

Srinagar-based PRO
Defence Col Emron Musavi
said an Army personnel suf-
fered injuries in the gunfight.

He said the injured jawan
has been evacuated and is
undergoing treatment.

The officials said the iden-
tity and group affiliation of the
slain ultras are being ascer-
tained.  The operation is in
progress and further details are
awaited, they said. PTI
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Srinagar: Three unidentified
militants were killed while an
Army jawan was injured in an
encounter in Bandipora district
of Jammu & Kashmir on
Saturday, officials said.

Security forces launched a
cordon and search operation in
Shokbaba forest in the Sumblar
area of Bandipora in north
Kashmir following inputs about
the presence of militants there,
they said.

The officials said as the
forces were conducting search-
es in the area, the militants fired
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Despite strict regulations slapped on
movement of people across the

State, Saturday saw 18,531 new persons
getting diagnosed with Covid-19 in
Kerala out of the 1.55  lakh samples test-
ed during the last 24 hours.

A release issued by the Health
Minister’s office said that 98 patients
succumbed to the pandemic taking the
death toll till date to 15,969. 

The State’s average Test Positivity
Rate (TPR) showed 11.91 percent while
there are 271 places across Kerala
which have TPR of 15 per cent and
above.

Dr P Gopikumar, secretary, Indian
Medical Association’s Kerala wing told
The Pioneer that the home quarantine
and isolation of persons tested
positive was no more paying the desired
results. 

“The virus causing Covid-19
detected during the second wave of
attack has been found to be more pow-
erful than the earlier version. Now what
has happened is that the other members
of the family where the patient is put
in quarantine or isolation too get
afflicted with the pandemic and  this
does not augur well,” said Dr
Gopikumar.

He said the IMA has asked the State
Government to shift all the persons who
test positive to either community living

centres or First Line Treatment Centres
foe which there are no dearth in Kerala.

“Ill not go to the extent of telling
that the situation was alarming. We, the
IMA has asked the Government to
reschedule the lock down mode and
allow shops and business establishments
to function on all days. But the crowd
restrictions should be enforced strict-
ly,” said Dr Gopikumar.

But senior Government physicians
said the situation in Kerala was a cause
for concern. “It has been found that the
pandemic is spreading much faster than
the initial phases. Kerala has become an
epicenter of Covid-19 and there are no
restrictions on movement of people,
Public transport, especially buses and
whatever trains that ply are filled to

capacity. There is no reduction in traf-
fic blocks even in small towns,” said a
senior Government physician in
Ernakulam.

Both Dr Gopikumar and the
Government physician were on the
same page regarding their word of cau-
tion to people in other States who are
planning to visit the State. “Kerala is not
safe for a holiday trip. It is safe and bet-
ter to postpone the scheduled journey
to the State lest the travelers end up as
victims of the pandemic,” they said in
unison.

There are four districts in the State
each showing more than 2,000 new
Covid-19 cases on Saturday while there
were three districts each logging more
than 1,000 cases.
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Aday after Jammu &
Kashmir police shot down

a Pakistani drone fitted with a
5kg IED in Kanachak area of
Jammu, senior officers of the
Border Security Force of
Jammu frontier Saturday
lodged a strong protest with
their Pakistani counterparts
during their first sector com-
mander level meeting after the
declaration of ceasefire agree-
ment by DGMOs on February
24/25, 2021.

The meeting was held on
the request of Pakistan Rangers
in the Suchetgarh area.

The BSF delegation was led
by  Surjit Singh,  DIG, Border
Security Force and Pakistan
Rangers delegation  was led by
Brig Murad Hussain,sector
commander Pakistan Rangers,
Sialkot Sector.

According to a BSF
spokesman, "During the meet-

ing, Commanders of both the
border guarding Forces, dis-

cussed various issues with main
emphasis by BSF delegation on

Pak Drone activities, terrorists
activities by Pakistan from
across the border, digging of
tunnels by Pakistan  and other
issues related to Border man-
agement.A very strong protest
was lodged by BSF delegates
against drone activities by
Pakistan authorities in the
Jammu Area".

According to a BSF
spokesman, "It was decided to
re-energize instant communi-
cation between field
Commanders, whenever
required, to resolve the ops
matters. Meeting was held in a
cordial, positive and construc-
tive atmosphere and both sides
agreed for expeditious imple-
mentation of the decisions
taken in the earlier DG level
talks and committed to each
other to maintain peace and
harmony at the International
Border".
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At a time when the Government of
Kerala is on a warpath with the

Union Government over the latter’s
decision to set up a Ministry of coop-
erate affairs which the former alleges
to be a blatant encroachment into the
rights of the State,  suicide of a senior
Congress leader in Thrissur district
over the irregularities in Karuvannur
Cooperative Bank has come as an
embarrassment to the ruling Left
Democratic Front.

Officials of the State Cooperative
Department, in their preliminary
investigation has come across financial
impropriety to the tune of Rs 1,000
crore in the bank. The Registrar of
Cooperative Department on Thursday
night dissolved the director board of
the Bank and appointed an assistant
registrar as administrator. The director

board of the Bank was full of CPI(M)
nominees.

T M Mukundan, a 59-year-old
Congress leader, committed suicide by
hanging in his house on Thursday.
According to family members,
Mukundan resorted to the extreme
measure following the receipt of a rev-
enue recovery notice from the Bank.

According to family members,
Mukundan had availed loan worth �25
lakh in lieu of 16.5 cents land and a
house. “But the revenue recovery notice
says the loan amount was �80 lakh and
interest. He was summoned by the Bank
authorities and asked to settle the loan
without delay. We were in the process
of disposing a property to settle the loan
but of late the Bank authorities started
to torment him with threats,” said a
close relation of Mukundan.

But the Bank officials state that
Mukundan had availed loan amount of

�50 lakh on 2018 March 3. “He stood
security for another person for �30 lakh.
Since the borrower failed to pay back
�30 lakh,  the responsibility of paying
the amount fell on Mukundan, “ said
a Bank official. They also disclosed that
Mukundan had agreed to repay the loan
arrears by  February 2021 itself.  

Investigation has been ordered
into how the �25 lakh loan availed by
Mukundan shot up to �80 lakh and why
he was not given the ‘breathing space’
to pay back the loan despite the assur-
ances made by him to the Bank.

Though the manager of the Bank
had informed the Cooperative
Department authorities about the shady
deals carried out by the director board
members in 2016 itself, a CPI(M)
leader who was also the minister in the
previous LDF government (2016-2021)
got the manager dismissed citing indis-
cipline and financial impropriety.

Investigating officials told The Pioneer
that the Bank was a conduit for money
laundering. By Saturday morning, the
probe agencies including police and
cooperative department have found that
the many cooperative banks in the State
were actively engaged in money laun-
dering  and embezzlement to the tune
of more than �10,000 crore.

Karunakaran Nambiar, all India
general secretary of Sahakar Bharati
told The Pioneer that Cooperative
Banks in Kerala were being used for
money laundering and hoarding of
black money. 

“Since provisions like Know Your
Customer (KYC) were not applicable
in these Cooperative Banks, they are
ideal avenues for money laundering
and violation of all financial regulations.
Besides Banks, the cooperative sector
in the State itself is enmeshed in
financial embezzlement,” said Nambiar.  
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Andhra Pradesh reported 2,174  fresh cases of coro-
navirus, 2,737 recoveries and 18 deaths in 24 hours

ending 9 am on Saturday. The total positives stood at
19,52,513, a health department bulletin said.  The active
cases slide to 22,358 after a total of 19,16,914 recover-
ies and 13,241 deaths, it said. East Godavari added 418
fresh cases to its count while Chittoor reported 329,
Krishna 248, SPS Nellore 246, Prakasam 233, West
Godavari 209, Guntur 132 and Visakhapatnam, 103.  Five
districts reported less than 90 cases each, with Kurnool
logging just eight in a day.

Krishna had five fresh fatalities, Chittoor four, East
Godavari, Prakasam and West Godavari two each and
SPS Nellore, Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam one each.

Five districts did not report any Covid-19 toll in a
day. 
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GANGTOK: Sikkim's Covid-19 tally rose to 24,823 on
Saturday as 225 more people tested positive for the infec-
tion, while one fresh fatality pushed the Himalayan state's
coronavirus death toll to 330, a health bulletin said.

West Sikkim district reported the highest number
of new cases at 81, followed by East Sikkim (72), South
Sikkim (71), and North Sikkim (one).

Sikkim now has 2,849 active cases, while 21,380 peo-
ple have recovered from the disease, and 264 patients
have migrated to other states so far, it said.

The recovery rate among the coronavirus patients
in the state stands at 87 per cent.

The Himalayan state has tested over 1.87 lakh sam-
ples for Covid-19 thus far, including 1,972 in the last
24 hours, the bulletin said, adding the positivity rate now
stands at 11.4 per cent. PTI
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Avisit by their deputy commis-
sioner on Covid-19 duty has

inspired the women of a remote
village along the Bangladesh bor-
der in Cachar district of Assam to
form their first self-help group
(SHG) which would now provide
them the linkage to Government
welfare schemes.

Cachar Deputy
Commissioner Keerthi Jalli had
visited the minority-dominated
Tukergram revenue village (Puran
Basti), bordering Bangladesh,
under Harinagar Gaon Panchayat
of Katigorah Development Block,
f o r
Covid-19 testing and vaccination
awareness on June 11, an official
statement said on 
Saturday.

During the visit, Jalli noticed
that women of the area aspired to
do developmental works but were
not organised to that extent, it
added.        She then asked them
to form a SHG, comprising mar-
ginalised women of that area, so
that they could be brought under
the fold of Assam State Rural
Livelihood Mission (ASRLM) and
supported through various
Government schemes, like
'Kanaklata Mahila Sabalikaran 
Yojana'.

This led to the formation of
the first SHG in the area, named
'Pally Unnayan SHG', on Thursday,
the statement further said. 

Expressing her happiness at
mobilising these women to enable
them to avail benefits under gov-
ernment schemes, Jalli said, “I am
optimistic that skilling and hand-
holding under ASRLM would
enable them access  to income gen-
erating platforms through activi-
ties like goat rearing, milk farming,
etc.

“Most importantly, they are
now in a position to plan for their
families on financial matters as
well, which paves the way for
them to emerge as role models of
women empowerment among
their community and area." 
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Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
Government has informed the
Madras High Court that a com-
prehensive study is being under-
taken with the assistance of World
Wildlife Fund to ensure that ele-
phant corridors and habitats in the
Nilgiris area, if invaded, are
restored to the forests and the ani-
mals.

International experts are also
part of the inititiave,the first
bench of Chief Justice Sanjib
Banerjee and Justice Senthilkumar
Ramamoorthy was told on Friday
when a PIL petition from animal
activist Muralidharan and anoth-
er came up.

Recording this, the bench
adjourned the matter till
September 2 with a direction to
the state government to file with-
in four weeks, an affidavit indi-
cating the status of the area, the
manner in which it was in use and
its present state.

Earlier,the petitioner
informed the court that one of the
areas considered as a corridor was
restored as it was later discovered
to be a habitat and the restoration
of the same was also upheld by the
Supreme Court. PTI
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All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Director

Dr Randeep Guleria on
Saturday said that India might
have to adopt a booster dose
with second-generation Covid-
19 vaccines as the Delta vari-
ant of the coronavirus has
swept across the world and dri-
ven up infections in several
countries.

He further said Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin trials for
children are presently under-
way and the results are expect-
ed to be released by September.

“It seems that we probably
need the booster dose of vac-
cines as with the passage of
time the immunity tends to
fall,” Dr Guleria said. “There is
waning immunity. We would
like to have a booster dose that
will cover for various emerging
variants,” Dr Guleria said
adding that the booster dose
will be a second-generation
vaccine.

“We will have second-gen-
eration vaccines which would
be better in terms of the immu-
nity they give, covering of the
new variants and a having a

better overall efficacy,” Dr
Guleria said.

On Covaxin trials on chil-
dren, he said: “The Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin trials should
be over by August or
September, and by that time we
should get an approval. Pfizer
vaccine has been already
approved by the FDA (US reg-
ulator - Food and Drug
Administration). Hopefully, by
September, we should start
vaccinating children, and that
will be a big boost as far as
breaking the chain of trans-
mission is concerned.”

Dr Guleria’s statement
comes as the second dose of
Covaxin is likely to be admin-
istered to children aged 2-6
years in trials next week. “We
need to get our own vaccines
too - that’s why both Bharat
Biotech and Zydus are impor-

tant. Getting the Pfizer vaccine
will also be helpful, as there is
enough data to suggest it’s
safe... but we can’t be sure if we
will get required numbers. We
will hopefully have more than
one vaccine for children by
September,” he said. The sec-
ond dose of Covaxin has
already been given to children
between the ages of 6-12 years
at the Delhi AIIMS. Besides
Covaxin, the trials for Zydus
Cadila’s vaccine for children are
also currently underway in the
country.

On June 7, Delhi AIIMS
started screening children
between the age of 2 to 17 for
trials of Covid-19 vaccine. On
May 12, the DCGI granted per-
mission to Bharat Biotech to
carry out phase 2, phase 3 tri-
als of Covaxin on children as
young as two.
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The Council of Indian
School Certificate

Examination (CISCE), which
conducts the exams for the
Indian Certificate of Secondary
Education (ICSE), or Class 10,
and Indian School Certificate
(ISC), or Class 12, on Saturday
declared the results of the can-
celled exams. 

The overall pass percentage
for this year is 99.98 per cent
for ICSE results and 99.76 per
cent for ISC results. 

The CBSE is scheduled to
declare the results any day
next week.

The Southern region has
secured the best pass percent-
age for the Class 10th and Class
12th exam results followed by
the Western region in Class
10th results and Northern
region for Class 12th results.
While the pass percentage for
the Southern region in ICSE
results is 100 per cent, it is 99.91
per cent for ISC exams.

Delhi NCR has recorded a
pass percentage of 100 percent.
In ISC Class 12 results, Delhi
has also recorded 99.93%. 

The overall pass percentage
in West Bengal for ICSE is
99.98 per cent and it is 99.63
per cent for ISC Class 12th. As
many as 39,520 and 26,859 stu-
dents have enrolled for Class

10th ICSE and ISC Class 12th
exams respectively.

Odisha has recorded a pass
percentage of 99.98 per cent in
the ICSE results While in ISC
Class 12 results, the state has
recorded 99.83 per cent. In this
year, 8,935 students have
appeared for the ICSE exami-
nation. For ISC exams, 1,813
have appeared this year.

The overall pass percentage
in Punjab for ICSE is 99.99 per
cent and it is 99.79 per cent for
ISC Class 12th. As many as
13,773 and 2,796 students have
enrolled for Class 10th ICSE
and ISC Class 12th exams
respectively.

Karnataka has recorded a
pass percentage of 100 per
cent in the ICSE results While
in ISC Class 12 results, the state
has also recorded 99.95 per-
cent. The analysis of results of
other States were being exam-
ined till the report filed.
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The Congress on Saturday
made changes in its Assam

and Manipur units. While
Bhupen Bora was appointed as
chief of its Assam unit by
replacing party’s Rajya Sabha
member Ripun Bora for the
post, Loken Singh was appoint-
ed interim president of the
Manipur Pradesh Congress
with immediate effect till a full-
time chief is named. 

With this the Congress
has effected changes in four
States within a week’s time
including Punjab and
Uttarakhand. Of the changes
done, Punjab, Uttarakhand,
Manipur goes to assembly
polls next year while elections
were conducted in April this
year in Assam where the
party’s performance was not
good.

Continuing with the
organisational revamp, a party
statement said Congress pres-

ident Sonia Gandhi has
appointed Bhupen Bora as
president of the Assam
Pradesh Congress Committee
(APCC) and also named three
working presidents -- Rana
Goswami, Kamalakhya Dey
Purkayastha and Jakir Hussain
Sikdar.

The organisational changes
in the state unit came weeks
after the party’’s defeat in the
assembly polls for which it
entered into a grand alliance
with the Badruddin Ajmal-led
AIUDF and some other parties
but failed to stop the BJP from
coming back to power.

The party appreciates the
contributions of outgoing
APCC president Ripun Bora,
the statement said.

Bhupen Bora and Rana
Goswami are being relieved
from their present responsi-
bilities as All India Congress
Committee secretaries, it said.

In another appointment,
Loken Singh was appointed

interim president of the
Manipur Pradesh Congress
Committee with immediate
effect till a full-time chief is
named.

AICC general secretary
Organisation K C Venugopal
in a statement said the
Congress high has appointed
Nameirakpam Loken Singh as
the interim president of the
Manipur unit of the party.
The development took place
following the resignation of
party leader Govindas
Konthoujam as the MPC pres-
ident a few days ago. The
appointment of Loken Singh,
senior vice-president of the
MPCC, comes into force with
immediate effect. Venugopal
said that Loken Singh, also an
MLA, will be in his new posi-
tion till a full-time state unit
president is appointed.

Also, the party named
Arya Kumar Jnanendra as
chief organiser for the Odisha
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has declined to enter-
tain a PIL seeking to declare
that the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) cannot
act as an appellate authority to
the decisions of the top court
and find flaws so as to cir-
cumvent the “rule of law” laid
down.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and M R Shah
said the petition is clearly not
maintainable and there is no
reason to entertain the peti-
tion under Article 32.

“It is not necessary for
this court to return any find-
ing on the question sought to
be raised in the abstract with-
out any live challenge to an
order of the adjudicating

authority. In any event there
are appellate remedies avail-
able under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
to an aggrieved party. The
petition is dismissed,” the
bench said.

The apex court was hear-
ing a PIL filed by one Ashok
Surana seeking to declare that
the NCLT 
cannot act as an appellate
authority to the decisions of
this court and find flaws so as
to circumvent the “rule of
law” laid down.

The plea also sought
directions that the “rule of
law” laid down by the top
court is binding on the
authorities below without any
conditions and cannot be

sidelined or overruled.
“Declare that the rule of

constructive res judicata
(matter decided)  applies to
the decisions of this court and
is a fundamental rule which
sustains the rule of law in
ensuring finality to litiga-
tion,” the plea said.

Surana submitted that the
NCLT has misinterpreted the
judgments of this court and,
hence, the invocation of the
j u r i s d i c t i o n
under Article 32 is sought to
be justified.

He also clarified that he is
not a party to any of the pro-
ceedings before the adjudi-
cating authority under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code 2016. PTI
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Parts of central and adjoin-
ing west India, particularly

the States of Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat, are likely to have
some intense rainfall activity
for the next two-three days.
The India Meteorology
Department (IMD) on
Saturday said rainfall intensity
along the west coast is expect-
ed to decrease over the next 24
hours, in a much needed relief
to rain-battered Maharashtra
and Goa. Rainfall activity will
increase over the north Indian
plains and hills from July 25, it
said.

Having already drenched
Chhattisgarh, Telangana, east
Madhya Pradesh and central
Maharashtra, the system has
now shifted its focus on to the
western half of Madhya
Pradesh. The IMD has indi-
cated that the system will pro-
duce isolated extremely heavy
falls over west Madhya Pradesh
on Saturday, July 24. 

Therefore, a red warning
has been issued over the sub-
division for the day, as it
instructs the residents to ‘take
action’ to protect themselves
from rough weather.
Meanwhile, since the beginning
of the monsoon period on
June 1, both Madhya Pradesh

and Gujarat have received
below-average rainfall. 

“Further reduction in rain-
fall intensity is very likely along
the west coast, including
Konkan, Goa and adjoining
interior Maharashtra, during
the next 24 hours,” the IMD
said. “Fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall with iso-
lated heavy to very heavy falls
( a r e )
very likely to continue over
west coast, including
Maharashtra, on July 24 and
isolated heavy falls thereafter,”
it said. Extremely heavy rains
have killed scores of people in
Maharashtra over the past few
days, submerging several areas
and damaging property.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
enhanced the number of its
teams from 26 to 34 for under-
taking rescue operations in
the coastal areas of
Maharashtra that have been hit
by landslides and floods trig-
gered by heavy rainfall. 

A spokesperson for the
federal contingency force said
these teams are being deployed
in affected areas of Mumbai,
Ratnagiri, Thane, Palghar,
Raigad, Satara, Sangli,
Sindhudurg, Kolhapur, Pune
and Nagpur for rescue and
relief work after consultation

with the state administration.
“In view of the severity of

the situation, additional eight
NDRF teams have been airlift-
ed from Kolkata and Vadodara
base which are being deployed
in affected areas of
Maharashtra,” the spokesper-
son said. “This will take the
total NDRF deployment to 34
teams,” the spokesperson said.

The IMD said scattered to
fairly widespread rainfall with
isolated heavy to very heavy
falls are likely to continue over
Gujarat till July and reduce
thereafter. Widespread rain-
fall with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls are likely to contin-
ue over east Rajasthan till July
26 and reduce thereafter.

In north India, rainfall
activity is likely to increase over
northwest India from July 25.
“Fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall with isolated
heavy to very heavy falls (are)
likely over Uttarakhand during
July 25-28; Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana and West Uttar
Pradesh during July 26-28, and
Punjab and east Uttar Pradesh
on July 27 and 28,” the IMD
said.

Isolated extremely heavy
falls are also likely over
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand on July 27 and 28,
it added. 
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Aday after the Government
informed Parliament that

no fixed timeline can be indi-
cated at present for the com-
pletion of the vaccination drive,
former Congress President
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
took a swipe saying people’s
lives are on the line and it’s a
classic case of a missing spine.

In a tweet he said, “People’s
lives on the line, Government
admits no timeline, classic case
of missing spine.”

He tweeted with the hash-
tag of #WhereAreVaccines.

His remarks came a day
after the government said that
no fixed timeline can be indi-
cated at present for the com-

pletion of the vaccination drive.
The Government said it is

expected that beneficiaries aged
18 years and above will be vac-
cinated by December 2021.

Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare Bharati

Pravin Pawar in response to
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
and Lok Sabha MP Mala Roy’s
unstarred question said, “The
Covid-19 vaccination is an
ongoing and dynamic process,
which is being guided by
National Expert Group on
Vaccine Administration for
Covid-19 (NEGVAK) on the
basis of concurrent scientific
evidence.”

She said that in view of the
dynamic and evolving nature of
the Covid-19 pandemic, “no
fixed timeline at present can be
indicated for the completion of
vaccination drive”.

Pawar said, “However, it is
expected that beneficiaries aged
18 years and above will be vac-
cinated by December 2021.”

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has agreed to hear a plea
that has raised a legal issue as
to whether the policy for 
premature release from jail
existing at the time of 
conviction or the subsequent
one which is in existence at the
time of consideration of such
relief would be applicable.

The apex court sought the
response of the Madhya
Pradesh government and oth-
ers within four weeks on the
plea filed by a convict, who is
serving a life term and is seek-
ing directions to the state to
release him from 
jail on the grounds that he has
undergone a sentence of over
20 years including the period of
remission.

The petitioner has said
that he also qualifies under the
policy for premature release
which was applicable at the
time of his conviction in the
case.

The plea came up for hear-
ing on Friday before a bench of
justices L Nageswara Rao and
Hrishikesh Roy which issued a
notice seeking the response of
the state government and oth-
ers.

“Issue notice returnable in
four weeks,” the bench said.

The petition, filed through
advocate Rishi Malhotra, said
the petitioner was convicted by
a trial court in a case of 1996
along with others and was
sentenced to life imprison-
ment in September 2005.

The plea said at the time of
his conviction, the policy for
premature release dated
December 4, 1978 was applic-
able.

“However, for the first
time on January 10, 2012,
there was a substantial
change/departure from the
said policy wherein it stipu-
lated that such prisoners who
are facing life 
imprisonment would have to
undergo actual sentence of 20
years with a total sentence of
26 years,” it said.

The plea said as per the
December 1978 policy, any
convict who has been sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
after December 18, 1978 and
has undergone 14 years of the
actual sentence and 
completed a total sentence of
20 years would be entitled to
premature release. PTI
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Bollywood actress Shilpa
Shetty has defended her

businessman-husband Raj
Kuinde, whjo has been named
as a “key conspirator” in the
scam involving the producing
and streaming of pornograph-
ic films on mobile and other
Apps, by saying that Kundra’s
HotShots App did not have
pornographic content and that
all content was of bold and
erotic in nature.

Shilpa, who was ques-
tioned by the Mumbai Crime
branch sleuths on Friday
evening, distanced herself from
husband’s firm M/s Viaan
Industries Ltd, of which
Kundra is the owner and she
used to be the co-owner, while
Pradeep Bakshi Bakshi — a
British citizen, who is married
to Kundra’s sister — is the
Chairman of Kenrin Ltd.,
London.

In defence of herself and
her husband, Shilpa – who has
made come back into films
through “Hungama 2” released
on an OTT platform, report-
edly told the police that “con-
tent on Raj Kundra's App was
not pornography but erotica.
He is innocent”.

Kundra, who was arrested
on July 19, was on Friday
remanded in police custody till
July 27.

The crime branch sleuths
of the Mumbai police have
seized 48 TB worth of images
and videos, most of which is
adult content.

During their investigations,
the investigators have traced a
record of transactions - from an
account in Yes Bank registered
to Mr Kundra to one in the
United Bank of Africa. 

They suspect money was
accrued from the sale of porno-
graphic content. A sum of � 7.5
crore has been seized so
far.

Following a raid conduct-
ed on February 4 this year by
them on a private bungalow at
picturesque Madh Island at
Malad (west) in north Mumbai
where a porn film was being
shot,  the Malwani police reg-
istered a case in pornographic
movie racket.  It was a tip-off

from an affected woman who
approached the police with
her grievance that led to the
raid.   

After initial investigation,
the Mumbai Police handed the
case to the Property Cell of
Crime Branch-CID for fur-
ther probe during which the
name of United Kingdom-
based Pradeep Bakshi, the
brother-in-law of Kundra, sur-
faced.

Meanwhile, Kundra has
moved the Bombay High
Court challenging his arrest
and seeking dismissal of the
lower court's order on extend-
ing police custody on that dis-
tinction. His petition also
claims he was arrested after
being summoned to the police
station "under the garb of
recording his statement".

On their part, the Mumbai
Crime branch sleuths have
uncovered the conspiracy
behind the making and stream-
ing of pornographic videos
through an app called
"Hotshots" and also OTT plat-
forms by putting up advertise-
ments on social media plat-
forms. The investigators have
also recovered the messages
from as WhatsApp group run

by Kundra to deal with money
accrued from the porn movies
produced by them. The group
was named “H AAccounts”
and had Kundra as its admin
with four other members:
Pradeep Bakshi, Rob Digital
Marketing Hotshot, Raw Evans.
They have found some incrim-
inating messages relevant to the
case being investigated by
them.

The distribution and mar-
keting strategy adopted by
Kundra and team was to send
the videos produced in
Mumbai through an applica-
tion to Kenrin Production in
the UK to avoid legal issues in
India. Kenrin Production
would edit and upload the
pornographic films Hotshot.
Kenrin was allegedly funding
the porn film production
through agents based in India.

The HotShots app ---
described as the “world’s first
18+ app” showcasing some of
the hottest models and celebs
globally in exclusive photos,
short films and hot videos
(implying soft-to-hard porn) –
was removed from mobile plat-
forms. Similarly, Apple and
Google have removed the app
because of the pornographic
content in it.

In all, eleven persons –
including Kundra, his aide

Ryan John Tharpe and Kamat,
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the pornography
racket. They are: TV actress
Gehna Vashisht (32) Yasmin
Baig Khan alias Rowa Khan
(40) Monu Joshi (28) Pratibha
Nalavade (33) Atif Ahmed
(24), Shaan Banerjee alias
Dipankar Khasnavis (38),
Bhanusuryam Thakur ( 26)
Tanvir Hashmi (40) and Umesh
Kamat (39).

Model-actress Gehana
Vashisth, while Yasmin Rowa
Khan was the producer-direc-
tor. Kamat was the frontman
for Kundra. Pratibha was the
graphic designer, Joshi was
cameraman.

Gahna and Kamat were
both involved in producing
and shooting porn, writing
scripts; they also sent copies of
their scripts to Kundra.

In a related development,
Gehna – who is currently on
bail – has claimed that she was
arrested wrongly in the case.
"Those videos are just adult
videos. They are of erotic
nature. None of them falls
under the category of porn,"
she said.

On their part, the investi-
gators are examining call
records on her phone and
information on her laptop both
of which they seized.  
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Six labourers, who were sit-
ting on the roadside, were

injured after a speeding car hit
them in north Delhi’s Narela
area. Police said a manhunt has
been initiated to nab the driver
who fled from the spot after the
incident.

The injured have been
identified as Narender (43),
Sharad (40), Sanjay (35), Sunil
(30), Nand Lal (32) and
Sukhdin (21).

According to a senior
police official, information was
received at Narela Industrial
Area police station regarding
the accident following which
Emergency Response Vehicle
(ERV) was dispatched for the
spot.”On spot, police team
found that all the injured per-
sons were shifted to MV
Hospital. One accidental
Baleno car was found at the
spot. Enquiry revealed that
the car was coming from
Narela side and going towards
Bawana which got disbalanced
due to over speed and the
vehicle hit the labourers sitting
near roadside green area,” he
said. “Medico-legal cases of
the victims have been collect-
ed and a case under section 279
(rash driving) and 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others) of the
Indian Penal Code has been
registered,” he said.
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The Lieutenant Governor’s
office on Saturday for-

warded a file of the Delhi
Cabinet rejecting Delhi Police’s
proposal to set up panels of
public prosecutors for the
Republic Day violence and
northeast riots to the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) due to
difference of opinion.

Last week, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government had
rejected police’ proposals and
thus setting a stage for a fresh
round of confrontation with
the Centre and the office of
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal. “The matter has been
reserved for the consideration
of the President of India due to
the difference of opinion
between the L-G and the elect-
ed AAP Government. The file
of Cabinet decision received by
the L-G office was forwarded to
the Ministry of Home Affairs
on Friday for further action,” a
Delhi Government official said.

“It has been recommended
that the 11 special public pros-
ecutors in Republic day vio-

lence-related cases and three
others in northeast Delhi riots
cases, proposed by the Delhi
Police be immediately appoint-
ed in view of the gravity of the
two matters,” he said.

This is the first time the L-
G has reserved any matter for
consideration of the President,
owing to the difference of
opinion with the Arvind
Kejriwal dispensation, since
the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Act, 2021, came
into force in April this year,” the
government official added.

Last year, in a similar way,
the L-G had used his special
powers to give effect to the
appointment of Delhi Police’s
special prosecutors in cases
related to northeast Delhi riots
of 2020 that claimed over 50
lives besides resulting in
injuries to hundreds of persons
and extensive damage to pri-
vate and public property.

The Delhi Cabinet, in its
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
July 16, had observed that “a
free-and-fair trial of these cases

would not be possible by a
panel of lawyers selected by the
city police itself,” rejecting L-G’s
recommendation of special
public prosecutors suggested by
Delhi Police.

The Delhi Government
had in July 2020 also rejected
the proposal of the Delhi Police
for the appointment of special
prosecutors in the riot’s cases.
The LG had overturned the
Delhi Government’s decision
and directed its home depart-
ment to grant approval to the
Delhi Police’s proposed panel of

lawyers.
Baijal had rejected the cab-

inet decision by exercising his
special power under Article
239AA(4) of the Constitution
by reserving the matter of
appointment of public prose-
cutors, for consideration by the
President of India.

The Delhi Government
has already protested with the
LG over his use of “veto power”
in matters relating to subjects
of its domain. Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia in a
letter to Baijal last Saturday had

stated the Constitution has
given “veto” power to the LG to
reserve any matter on which he
disagrees with the decision of
the elected Government, for
consideration of the President.

“However, the Constitution
bench of the Supreme Court
has stated that the LG will use
it occasionally and under extra-
ordinary circumstances,”
Sisodia had said referring to an
apex court verdict in 2018 that
among other things empow-
ered the elected Government in
Delhi of decision making in all
matters except police, land and
public order.

In April this year, howev-
er, Delhi’’s lieutenant governor
became the effective in-charge
of the national Capital with the
Centre notifying a new law
making it clear that the elect-
ed government will now have
to seek the opinion of the L-G
before any executive decision.

The Union Home
Ministry’’s notification giving
effect to the Government of
National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Amendment) Act, 2021
came into effect from April 27.

(9�
	��
���2
��!!�2��	���	��������	
�����?�
��&	��������������
����
��
������
������
�


��''���&������� 9:;��:,#�

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
accused the north munic-

ipal corporation of demolish-
ing areas around Gaffar Market
to reconstruct complexes and
to sell it afresh while evicting
the existing shopkeepers.

AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj said that
the north corporation wants to
evict shopkeepers who were
given a lease of 99 years in 1976
and reconstruct it with a new
builder who will sell these
shops to new people instead.

“The corporation did not
carry out maintenance for 40
years and now served an evic-
tion notice to empty the mar-
ket within three days. MCD
and DDA construct market
complexes at various places and
the shops in these markets are
given on lease for 99 years.
Ideally, these leases are con-
verted into freehold deeds.
However, the MCD in con-
nivance with big builder mafias
is coming up with a new tech-
nique,” he said.

He further added, “The
most astounding thing in this
situation is that the MCD wants
to evict the shopkeepers who
were given a lease of 99 years.
There are about 39 such markets
in Delhi and the MCD is mak-
ing a similar plan for all these
markets. This is being done so
that the BJP can fill hundreds of
crore rupees in their pockets
before leaving the MCD.”
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a 41-year-old security

guard for allegedly killing a
person who used to harass his
daughter in southwest Delhi’s
Mahipalpur area. Police said
that the accused was caught by
police on the weekly hours of
Saturday while he was trying to
dispose of the body in a cart
rickshaw.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Surmesh, a resident of
Mahipalpur and native of
Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh (UP).
He was working as a security
guard with NS Security for the
last four year.

According to Ingit Pratap
Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Southwest district, at
around 4 AM on Saturday,
head constable Vinod Kumar
from the PCR unit spotted
Surmesh carrying the body on
a rickshaw and nabbed him.

“The deceased has a tattoo
on his left arm and a parking
slip of IGI airport was found in

his pocket. He was later iden-
tified as Santosh Kumar Jha
(25), a resident of Mahipalpur
and native of Muzaffarpur in
Bihar. He was a driver in a
courier company,” said the
DCP.

“Interrogation revealed
that Jha was harassing the
daughter of Surmesh for the
last three years. He used to fol-
low her whenever she went out.
On Thursday, Jha came to the
house of the accused in a
drunken condition and started
arguments with him. During
these arguments, they both
went to the ground floor and
entered a vacant room,” said the
DCP.

“During heated arguments,
Surmesh gave a fist blow to Jha
and strangled him with gamcha
that Jha was carrying with
him. He kept the body in a
room in the basement where he
was working as security guard
and on Saturday, he was trying
to dispose of it and was caught.
Accused has been arrested and
is being produced in the court,”
said the DCP.

“No complaint was
received against Jha for harass-
ing the daughter of the accused.
Further investigation is in
progress,” he said. Surmesh
has a wife, one daughter and
one son.
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The Crime Branch of Delhi
Police has rescued a 16-

year-old girl from Bhind in
Madhya Pradesh (MP) who
was sold there for marriage by
a person whom she met on a
social media application.

The accused, identified as
Rajeev Garg, a resident of
Bhind, was also arrested on
Thursday.

According to Monika
Bhardwaj, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Crime Branch, on May
29, the girl told her parents that
she was going to one of her
friends’ house and when she
did not return, search was
made by her family and later a
case was registered at Ranhola
police station next day under

section 363 (punishment for
kidnapping).

“The call detail records of
the victim were scrutinized
and police focused on a mobile
number whose location was
found to be in Etawah in UP
and Gwalior and Bhind in MP.
The location of that mobile
number was in Delhi on the
day when the girl went missing.
Its movement was followed
and police apprehended Garg
on Thursday from Bhind,” said
the DCP.

“On his instance, the vic-
tim was recovered from a house
near bus stand, Bhind, Madhya
Pradesh. Enquiry revealed that
the victim had created an ID on
a social media application
where she came into contact
with Garg through his ID that
he had created in the name of

Mahi Garg,” said the DCP.
“The interaction between

them started and the girl had
no idea that the person on the
other end was a man with
nefarious designs. 

One day, when she came to
know that her virtual friend is
a male and not a female, she
stopped talking to him and
later blocked his mobile num-
ber when he tried to contact
her,” said the DCP.

“After sometime, Garg
called her from some other
number and emotionally
exploited her to continue
friendship and unblock his
phone number,” said the DCP
adding that he also convinced
her to meet him at Madhuban
Chowk.

“On May 29, the girl went
to Madhuban Chowk and met
Garg who abducted her and
took to Bhind to sell the victim.
The victim was subjected to
physical and sexual assault by
Garg and he had sold her to
one Ram Mohan, a resident of
Bhind, for Rs 50,000 and she
was forced to marry him,” said
the DCP.

“Garg has remained in
Gwalior Jail for seven months
in a dowry case. Mohan is a
tenant of Garg and is at large.
Efforts are on to trace him.
Victim and Garg were brought
to Delhi and handed over to
local police for further neces-
sary action,” said the DCP. 
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While the Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal on

Saturday rejected the Delhi
Cabinet’s decision to reject the
police’s proposal to set up pan-
els of public prosecutors in
farmers’ case, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said the L-G’s
interference in everyday work
is an insult to the people of
Delhi  and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) should respect
democracy.

“Delhi people formed the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) with
a historic majority and defeat-
ed the BJP. Let BJP run the
country and let ‘AAP’ run
Delhi,” Kejriwal added.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said that the
Central Government’s anti-
farmers conspiracy would be
exposed in Court. “Fearing
that Central Government’s
anti-farmer conspiracy would
be exposed in Court, LG reject-
ed the panel of lawyers decid-
ed by the Delhi Cabinet,”
Sisodia said, “Overturning cab-
inet’s decisions like this is an
insult to the people of Delhi,
BJP should respect democracy.”

“It was decided in the Delhi
Cabinet on July 19 that lawyers
would be appointed by the
Delhi Government with respect
to the farmer agitation cases
going on in the Court.
However, the Lieutenant
Governor reversed this deci-
sion of the Delhi Government
on Saturday and sent the file to
the President.”

“As per the Constitution,
the Chief Minister of the elect-
ed government of Delhi has

been given the right to appoint
lawyers. Overturning the deci-
sion of the Delhi Cabinet by the
Lieutenant Governor is entire-
ly against the Constitution. If
the appointment of lawyers is
also to be done by the
Lieutenant Governor, what will
happen to the rights of the
Government elected by the
people as per the constitu-
tion?”

“The Constitutional Bench
of the Supreme Court, includ-
ing 5 senior judges, had clear-
ly stated in its order that the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi
has only two powers.

Either the LG can agree
with the decision of the elect-
ed Government and act accord-
ingly, and if the LG disagrees,
then he may send his dis-
agreement to the President.
The Supreme Court had also
said in its order that the
Lieutenant Governor has been
given the power to refer a
matter to the President only in
extraordinary circumstances
and not in every case.”

Sisodia alleged that the

Centre is violating the consti-
tutional rights of the elected
Delhi Government. “Centre
needs to read the constitution
and reflect that if the govern-
ment elected by the people is
not being allowed to function,
then what is the need to hold
elections, and what is the need
for the constitution? This
shows the unconstitutional and
undemocratic attitude of the
BJP-led Central Government,”
he added.

Questioning the Central
Government, the Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia asked,
“What is the intent behind
rejecting the panel of lawyers
decided by the Delhi
Government?

The Central government is
afraid that the panel of lawyers
appointed by the CM  will
expose the conspiracy led by
the Central government against
the farmers in Court.” While
advising the Centre, Sisodia
said that the Central
Government should stop inter-
fering in the matters of farm-
ers and the Delhi Government.
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Jehanabad (Bihar): A female
constable died after being run
over by a vehicle here while try-
ing to quell a mob which in
protest against a custodial
death indulged in heavy stone-
pelting and fired gunshots in
the air, leaving many police
personnel injured.

The busy Jehanabad-Arwal
highway remained jammed for
hours on account of the trouble
that erupted in Parasbigha
police station area of the district,
said Sub Divisional Police
Officer, Jehanabad, Ashok
Kumar Pandey.

The mob was furious over
the death of one Govind Manjhi

who was arrested some time
back for engaging in liquor
trade. He had been remanded to
judicial custody and lodged at
a jail in the adjoining
Aurangabad district”, he said.

Notably, sale and con-
sumption of liquor is com-
pletely banned in Bihar where
the Nitish Kumar Government
had brought in a stringent
prohibition law six years ago.

"Manjhi died at the jail on
Friday. As the news reached
here, residents of his village
squatted on the highway blam-
ing the death on physical tor-
ture. When a police party tried
to assuage them, they took

recourse to violence", said
Pandey. 

The SDPO said the con-
stable, Kanti Devi, "was hit by
a vehicle while she was engaged
in the operation and she suc-
cumbed to injuries while being
rushed to a hospital".

"The agitators indulged in
heavy stone-pelting and fired a
few shots from unlicensed
firearms. Several police per-
sonnel have received grievous
injuries. We have arrested five
people in this connection. A
heavy deployment of police is
in place to keep the situation
under control". Said 
Pandey. PTI 
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Ahmedabad/Bhopal: At least
nine persons, including four
children, have died after suf-
fering grievous injuries in the
explosion of an LPG cylinder
and resultant fire in a room on
the outskirts of Ahmedabad in
Gujarat, police said on
Saturday. The deceased
belonged to Madhya Pradesh,
a senior officer said.

The incident occurred on
the night of July 20. While eight
victims - labourers and their
family members - died in the
last couple of days during treat-
ment, another one succumbed
to injuries on Saturday morn-
ing, he said. 

"Leakage of gas from an
LPG cylinder had triggered
explosion and fire, in which 10
persons, including children
and women, suffered severe
burn injuries. 

The incident has claimed
the lives of nine of them so far.
They were undergoing treat-
ment at the civil hospital,"
inspector P R Jadeja of Aslali
police station said.

The labourers and their
family members were sleeping
in the small room when the gas
from their cylinder started
leaking. 

When their neighbour
knocked on their door to alert
them about the leakage, one of
the labourers got up and
switched on the light, which
triggered a spark and led to the
explosion due to the concen-
tration of gas, another police
official said. 

The 10 injured persons,
including the neighbour who
had come to alert them, were
then rushed to the civil hospi-
tal for treatment, he said.

Three persons died during
treatment on Thursday, five
others on Friday and one more
on Saturday morning.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Rampyari Ahirwar (56),
Rajubhai Ahirwar (31), Sonu
Ahirwar (21), Seema Ahirwar
(25), Sarju Ahirwar (22),
Vaishali (7), Nitesh (6), Payal
(4), and Akash (2), all natives
of Guna district in Madhya
Pradesh, the inspector added.

"One injured person, iden-
tified as Kulsinh Bhairwa (30),
is undergoing treatment and
his condition is said to be crit-
ical," Jadeja said, adding
Bhairwa hails from Kudgaon in
Karauli in Rajasthan.

Jadeja said the bodies of the
six deceased were sent to their
native village in Madhya
Pradesh in ambulances. Three
bodies had been sent earlier, he
added. 

Meanwhile, Madhya

Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has expressed
grief over the death of the nine
persons in Ahmedabad who
belonged to Madhusudangarh
in Guna district, the Chief
Minister's Office (CMO) said
in a statement.

The MP government
announced financial assistance
of Rs four lakh each to the next
kin of the deceased. "Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has expressed deep
condolences on the death of
seven workers of
Madhusudangarh (MP's Guna
district) due to gas leak in
Ahmedabad. Chouhan has
directed a financial assistance
of Rs 4 lakh to the next of kin
of the deceased and Rs 2 lakh
to the injured besides free
treatment to them," the CMO
said. Madhya Pradesh
Governor Mangubhai C Patel
also expressed grief over the
death of workers. Praying for
the departed souls and for
strength to the bereaved fam-
ilies, Patel wished a speedy
recovery to the injured, the
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The US administration, led
by President Joe Biden,

believes lasting peace in
Afghanistan is possible only
through a political solution, the
White House has said, noting
the ongoing dialogue between
the Government of the war-
torn country and the Taliban.

"I would note that there are
ongoing political negotiations
and discussions that we cer-
tainly support between Afghan
leaders, members of the
Afghan Government, and the
Taliban," White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki told
reporters at her daily news
conference on Friday, amid a
wave of violence from the
Taliban.

"We believe a political solu-
tion is the only outcome to last-
ing peace in Afghanistan, but

we will continue to provide
support to the Government in
the form of humanitarian sup-
port, security support, training.
We will also continue to
encourage them to take a lead-
ing role in defending and pro-
tecting their own people," she
said.

In an interview to MSNBC,
Secretary of State Tony Blinken
said the US is determined that
Afghanistan does not become
a training ground for terrorism
directed against the United
States or its allies and partners.

"That's exactly why we
went there in the first place,
which is important to remem-
ber. We were attacked on 9/11,
we went to Afghanistan to get
the folks — who attacked us —
to bring them to justice. Osama
bin Laden was brought to jus-
tice 10 years ago, and the
group, al-Qaida, responsible

for those attacks has been dra-
matically diminished in terms
of its capacity to attack anyone
from Afghanistan,” he said.

“We're going to make sure
that we keep our eyes on that.
If we see the threat re-emerg-
ing, we're going to be in a posi-
tion to take action against it.
But that's why we were there,
and now we're 20 years and a
trillion dollars and thousands
of Americans lost later in that
campaign. I think the reason
we went there is what we have
to keep the focus on, and we've
largely succeeded in doing
what we needed to do," Blinken
said.

The United States, he said,
does have deep concerns about
the actions the Taliban is tak-
ing, indicating that it may be
trying to take the country by
force.

Senior American military

officers have admitted that the
Taliban has gained “strategic
momentum,” with their forces
now controlling about half of
Afghanistan's more than 400
district centres.

Blinken said Afghanistan
would become a pariah state, if
the Taliban took it by force.

"It would not get the assis-
tance that it's looking for and
that the Taliban says it wants if
it has any responsibility for the
country. It would not get the
support from the internation-

al community that it says it
wants. We're actively engaged
in diplomacy because there is
no military solution to this con-
flict that's been going on for
more than 40 years in
Afghanistan, and we're work-
ing to try to bring that to an
end," he said. 

US Central Command,
which is in charge of
Afghanistan, said recently that
the withdrawal of US forces is
more than 95 per cent com-
plete. 
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Pakistan has deployed regu-
lar troops at forward posi-

tions along the Afghan border
due to the fluid security situ-
ation in the neighbouring war-
torn country in the wake of the
withdrawal of American and
NATO troops, a media report
said on Saturday.

Interior Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said that
Pakistan Army soldiers have
replaced the Frontier
Constabulary (FC), Levies
Force and other militias from
the frontline positions, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

The US and NATO are on
the verge of completing their
final troops withdrawal from
Afghanistan.

Ahmed said the FC
Balochistan and other militias
working under the interior
ministry had been called back
from border patrolling.

“Now regular army troops
are manning the border after
replacing the paramilitary
forces,” the minister said,
adding the decision had been
made in wake of the volatile
situation across the border.

Ahmed said the situation
not only demanded contain-
ment of the influx of refugees
from Afghanistan but also the

entry of armed army person-
nel and militants into Pakistan.

“Paramilitary troops
including the Frontier
Constabulary, Levies, Rangers
are deployed at the borders to
deal with regular issues includ-
ing illegal border crossing,
smuggling etc,” the minister
was quoted as saying in the
report.

“However, the current
volatile situation (in
Afghanistan) demands that
regular military troops be
deployed along the border,” he
said. Military spokesperson
Major General Babar Iftikhar
recently told a TV channel that
troops were manning the bor-
der and the move would help
prevent escalation of conflict
from the Afghan soil or air-
space to the Pakistani side.

Meanwhile, sources in the
armed forces told the newspa-
per that the most serious chal-
lenge in the current scenario
was not just the inflow of
refugees or any infiltrators in
the garb of refugees but the
movement of Afghan army
personnel or Taliban fighters.

“We have seen that more
than 1,000 Afghan soldiers
fled into Tajikistan early in July
to escape clashes with the
Taliban,” an officer said.

“But Taliban's presence in

the northern areas of
Afghanistan is not as strong as
it is in the areas bordering
Pakistan. Therefore, if Afghan
army troops enter Pakistan
while fleeing fighting, there are
chances that Taliban would fol-
low them and the conflict would
spill over inside Pakistan, and it
could spread to the mainland
too,” the officer added.

Pakistan and Afghanistan
have already traded barbs last
week after the Taliban took
control of the Spin Boldak
border crossing, and the
Afghan Air Force wanted to
attack Taliban positions from
the Pakistani side, which was
not allowed by Islamabad.

“Pakistan does not want to
see any such situation when the
Afghan air force might use our
airspace without permission to
attack Taliban and in retalia-
tion the militants attack
Pakistani positions creating a
new issue,” the officer said.

Meanwhile, responding to
a question, the interior minis-
ter said that the fight inside
Afghanistan was their internal
matter and Pakistan was not
taking any side and had no
favourites.

“It is time that the Afghan
politicians and their military
leadership learn to deal with
their issues,” Ahmed said.
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Pakistan's National Security
Adviser Moeed Yusuf and

ISI chief Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
are likely to visit the US next
week for talks with their
American counterparts on the
situation in Afghanistan as
part of Washington's diplo-
matic efforts aimed at ensuring
a peaceful transfer of power in
the war-torn nation, according
to a media report.

The efforts also include
visits by US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken to New Delhi
and Kabul for talks aimed at
formulating a regional response
to the Afghan crisis, the Dawn
newspaper reported from

Washington while quoting
diplomatic sources.

The trip of Yusuf and Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI)
Director General Lt Gen
Hameed was part of these
diplomatic efforts, it said.

“Pakistan has a key role in
a new US diplomatic offensive
aimed at ensuring a peaceful
transfer of power in
Afghanistan,” diplomatic
sources told the newspaper on
Friday. Under a deal with the
Taliban, the US and its NATO
allies agreed to withdraw all
troops in return for a commit-
ment by the militants that they
would prevent extremist groups
from operating in areas they
control.
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Several Pakistani Ministers
on Saturday lashed out at

former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif for meeting Afghan
National Security Advisor
Hamdullah Mohib in London,
saying the PML-N supremo
was a “close friend” of every
enemy of Pakistan.

Mohib recently made head-
lines in Pakistan for calling the
country a “brothel”, evoking a

sharp response from ministers in
Islamabad, including from
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi who asked him to "reflect
and correct" his behaviour.

Afghanistan's National
Security Council on its Twitter
account shared a picture of
Mohib and Afghan State
Minister for Peace Sayed Sadat
Naderi meeting Sharif in
London, where he has been liv-
ing since 2019 for medical
treatment.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
underlined the importance

of long-term stability and pros-
perity in Tibet during a meet-
ing with top military officials in
Lhasa, the state media report-
ed on Saturday, a day after he
made a previously unan-
nounced visit to the strategi-
cally important region, includ-
ing to Nyingchi, a town close to
the border with Arunachal
Pradesh.

Xi, also General Secretary
of the ruling Communist Party
of China (CPC) and Chairman
of the Central Military
Commission, met top officials
of the Tibet Military Command
of the People's Liberation
Army, guarding China's border
with India in Arunachal

Pradesh, and also called for
"fully strengthening the work of
training soldiers and war
preparation," the Global Times
reported.

Xi, 68, made his first visit

to Tibet as President from
Wednesday to Friday. But his
important visit was kept under
wraps by China's official media
till the end of the tour on
Friday due to the sensitivities

of the trip. As part of his trip,
he first went to Nyingchi, a
strategically located town close
to the border with Arunachal
Pradesh. On Thursday, Xi went
to Nyingchi Railway Station,
learning about the overall
design of the Sichuan-Tibet
Railway and how the Lhasa-
Nyingchi section has been
operated since June 25.

It was the first time in
recent years, a top Chinese
leader visited the Tibetan bor-
der town. From there he went
to the provincial capital Lhasa
by the recently launched high-
speed train.

He wound up his visit to
the politically sensitive
Himalayan region on Friday by
meeting “representatives of
troops stationed in Tibet”.

“Xi met with representa-

tives of troops stationed in
Tibet, calling for efforts to
strengthen military training
and preparedness in all aspects
and make contributions to the
lasting stability, prosperity and
development of Tibet," the
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.

However, the CPC-run
tabloid Global Times said that
Xi in his meeting with the PLA
representatives “stressed that
the local troops should fully
strengthen the work of training
soldiers and war preparation
and contribute positive
strength to promote the long-
term stability and prosperity of
Tibet".

Xi's first visit to Tibet took
place amidst the current India-
China military tensions in east-
ern Ladakh.

Jerusalem: Amid the raging
controversy over its surveil-
lance software Pegasus, Israeli
cybersecurity company NSO
Group has defended itself by
saying that millions of people
around the world sleep well at
night and walk in the streets
safely due to such technologies
available with intelligence and
law enforcement agencies.

The company also stated
that it does not operate the
technology nor does it have
access to the data collected by
its clients. 

The alleged use of the
Pegasus software to spy on
journalists, human rights
defenders, politicians and oth-
ers in a number of countries,
including India, has triggered
concerns over issues relating to
privacy. Politicians, rights
activists and journalists were
among those targeted with
phone spyware sold to various
governments by the Israeli
firm, according to an interna-
tional media consortium. 

“Millions of people around
the world are sleeping well at
night, and safely walking in the
streets, thanks to Pegasus and
similar technologies which help
intelligence agencies," a
spokesperson for NSO said. PTI
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Her smile shone the bright-

est during the entire perfor-
mance on Saturday but also
hard to miss were the Olympic
rings’ shaped earrings that she
was sporting, which were a gift
from her mother.

“I would like to thank my
family, especially my mother
for a lot of sacrifices and believ-
ing in me,” she said. 

The gold went to China’s
Hou Zhihui with an effort of
210kg (94kg+116kg), who cre-
ated Olympic records in all
three categories (snatch, clean
and jerk and Total). 

“I’ve tried many times to
beat her. I failed one attempt
(on clean & jerk) but I was try-
ing very hard to beat her,”
Chanu said. Aisah Windy
Cantika of Indonesia took
home the bronze with an effort
of 194kg (84kg+110kg).

Considered her weakness
in the run up to the marquee
event, Chanu attempted 84kg
in her first snatch attempt.
The Manipuri took her time
and cleanly heaved the barbell.

She lifted 87kg in her next
attempt and raised the weight
to 89kg, which was 1kg more
than her personal best of 88kg
that she had lifted at the nation-
al championship last year. 

However, she was unable to
better her personal best and
settled for 87kg in the snatch
event only behind leader
Zhihui, who created a new
Olympic record with an effort
of 94kg. The Chinese lifter
also holds the world mark
(96kg) in the category.  In the
clean and jerk, world record
holder Chanu lifted 110kg and
115kg in the first two attempts.

However, she was unable to
raise 117kg in her final attempt,
which would have been an
Olympic record but it was
enough to fetch her a medal

and open India’s account. The
diminutive Mannipuri broke
down after realising that she
has secured a medal and
hugged head coach Vijay
Sharma in jubiliation. She later
broke into a punjabi bhangra
too to celebrate the historic
podium finish.

Delighted by her achieve-
ment, not even a face mask
could hide Chanu’s smile that
spread ear to ear at the medal
ceremony, where there was a bit
of confusion among the win-
ners. As per COVID-19 pro-
tocols laid out for the Games,
the winners were supposed to
be social distanced and not
pose for a group photograph as
per the Games protocols. But
the three medallist congratu-
lated each other and came
together to get pictures clicked
before being asked to distance
by an official. 

An Olympic medal was
long overdue for the Indian,
who has proved her mettle as
a fighter in the international
arena time and again.  Her cab-
inet includes a coveted world
championship gold medal, two
Commonwealth Games medals
-- silver in 2014 and gold in
2018 -- and an Asian
Championship bronze. PTI
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“I was in tears seeing it and

also during the moment she
won the medal. Her father
(Saikhom Kriti Meitei) was
also in tears. Tears of joy. All
her hard work has led to the
success.” Chanu ended India’s
21-year wait for a weightlifting
medal at the Olympics by
clinching a silver medal in the
49kg category to open the
country’s account on Saturday.
The 26-year-old lifted a total of
202kg (87kg+115kg) to better
Karnam Malleswari’s bronze in
the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

With this, she exorcised the
ghosts of the 2016 Games
where she had failed to log a
single legitimate lift.

��

��������	����
...
The toll estimated by the

SDMA is a conservative one.
Unconfirmed reports said the
number of deaths had crossed
100 and the final toll might be
much more.  

Giving an overall picture of
the rain and flood situation in
coastal Konkan region and
western Maharashtra, a senior
state government official said,
“Mahad and Poladpur in
Raigad, Chiplun and in
Ratnagiri in Konkan region
and districts of  Satara,
Kolhapur and Sangli have been
badly affected both by rains
and consequent flood. We are
witnessing flood situation in
Thane and Palghar districts.”

In an effort to deal with the
flood situation, the Disaster
Management, Relief &
Rehabilitation authorities
deployed teams of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and the State Disaster
Response Force across all the
affected districts. As many as
890 villages have been affected
by the floods. A total of 25
NDRF teams plus 8 on stand-
by, 3 units each of Indian
Army and Indian Coast Guard,
7 of Indian Navy and 1 of
Indian Air Force have been
engaged in the rescue opera-
tions nonstop since the past
over 24 hours. 

According to official
reports, heavy rainfall led to the
breaking of the banks of Savitri
river, resulting flooding in
Mahad and Poladpur towns.
The whole town of Mahad
was completely cut off and was
not accessible by road. Many
people were stranded on roof
tops and upper floors of the

houses. Owing to overflow of
Savitri river water onto the
bridges, rescue teams could not
reach the said regions. There
landslides in the villages of
Tayle, Sakharsutarwaadi in
Mahad taluka and Kevnale in
Poladpur taluka. In Ratnagiri
district, Chiplun and Khed
towns have been completely
inundated due to discharge
from the Koyna dam and sub-
sequently the Koltewadi dam
leading to the rise in the levels
of the Vashisti river. The two
towns were cut off due to land
routes being inundated. The
bridge over the Vashisitiriver
on the Mumbai Chiplun route
was washed away.

Thousands of people were
stranded on roof tops and
upper floors of the houses as
the water levels rose to over 15
to 20 feet in many places.
NDRF and Coast Guard teams
were deployed. Helicopters of
the Airforce were also deployed
for rescue and air dropping of
food and water packets.

Relief camps have been set
up at three locations where all
arrangements were made for
the rescued people. “One col-
umn of the Army was also dis-
patched for relief efforts. Coast
Guard teams were also dis-
patched to the spot. More than
1000 people were safely evac-
uated by the various response
teams,” the State Government
official said.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
Food and Civil Supplies
Minister Chhagan Bhujbal
announced that the State
Government provide free food-
grains and kerosene to the
people in the flood-affected
regions of the State.

Talking to media persons at
Nashik in north Maharashtra,
Bhujbal said the State
Government would provide
10 kg wheat, 10 kg, five kgs dal

and five litre kerosene to each
family, as per a government
policy of March 2019. 

“The kerosene will help
people cook their meals since
many areas are still water-
logged and without electricity
and other fuels supplies due to
the floods since the past three
days,” he said.
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The Government has
asserted that India has well
established democratic prac-
tices and robust institutions to
safeguard the rights of all. The
government has emphasised
that the Indian Constitution
provides for adequate safe-
guards under various statutes
for ensuring the protection of
human rights.

Thompson asserted that
the relationship with India is a
strong one that has endured
through administrations of all
colours and stripes in the
United States and will contin-
ue to do so. “We are looking
forward to this opportunity for
the Secretary to talk with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, and continue to
pursue the myriad areas of
common interest that we have,”
he said.

“I think it’s fair to say that
we see the relationship contin-
uing at a very high level, and
India will. Of course. Remain
an incredibly important part-
ner,” he said. “We’re going to
continue pursuing our global
comprehensive strategic part-
nership, and I think by virtue
of the President making the
Quad 

and our partnership with
India very high priorities right
at the outset of this adminis-
tration, it sets the tone for what
we think we can achieve and

accomplish with them, and
with our other partners as
well. So. I would expect to con-
tinue the dialogues that we’ve
had on all those fronts,”
Thompson said.  PTI
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The Indian companies in

Afghanistan were advised once
again to make special security
arrangements in respect of
their Indian employees
deployed at project sites.
Special attention was drawn to
members of the Indian media
travelling to Afghanistan to
cover events through ground
reports. Media persons cover-
ing events on the ground was
advised to establish contact
with the Indian Embassy for a
personalized briefing including
specific advice for the locale
they are traveling to.

The Ministry of External
Affairs on July 12 had said after
the evacuation India-based
personnel were brought back
for the time being in view of
intense fighting near Kandahar
city. Describing the pull out of
the India-based personnel as a
temporary measure, the
Ministry had said the con-
sulate continues to operate
through the local staff mem-
bers. “The safety and security
of our personnel is paramount.
The consulate general of India
in Kandahar has not been
closed. However, due to the
intense fighting near Kandahar
city, India-based personnel
have been brought back for the
time being,” Ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
had said. There were 
reports that at least two foreign
missions in Mazar-e-Sharif,
the capital of northern Balkh
province, have closed their
operation in view of 
the escalating violence in the
region.
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President Joe Biden led the
kind of campaign rally that

was impossible last year
because of the pandemic,
speaking before nearly 3,000
people in support of a fellow
moderate Democrat whose
race for Virginia governor
could serve as a test of Biden's
own strength and coattails. 

Biden motorcaded across
the Potomac River Friday night
to back Terry McAuliffe, a for-
mer governor looking for a sec-
ond term whose centrist lean-
ings in many ways mirror those
of the president. The race is
seen as an early measure of vot-
ers' judgment on Democratic
control of all branches of the
federal government.

The president stood before
an enthusiastic and largely
unmasked crowd who gathered
around a park pavilion and
playground on a warm July
night. He emphasized that he
shared the same vision as
McAuliffe about the need for
greater public investments in
order to drive economic
growth. But Biden was also
focused on the political stakes.

“You're not gonna find
anyone, I mean anyone, who
knows how to get more done
for Virginia than Terry,” Biden
said. “Off-year election, the
country's looking. This is a big
deal.” Biden pointed to his
management of the pandemic
and highlighted the economic
recovery during the first six
months of his term, providing
a window into his party's mes-
saging as it tries to maintain
narrow margins next fall in
both houses of Congress.
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�How was your experience working with
Britannia Good Day?

It was beautiful. We were going to start
before the second lockdown, but the
situations that arose caused a delay. Finally,
we were able to come up with this film and
I am happy and excited. I love the concept,
so I was dying to be a part of it.
�How was your experience collaborating
with Karan Johar for the campaign film?

It is a beautiful opportunity for me. He
is someone I have seen him as a fan. He is
an icon for a lot of us, over the years. I
remember watching Kuch Kuch Hota Hai.
I remember watching his interview on
Doordarshan after the film. In our memory,
it is always a magical moment when we meet
a person we have seen on TV in real life. So,
it is a magical moment for me. Someone I
have seen giving interviews as a kid, today
I am getting to see them work in real life.
�What made you guys come up with the
idea of swapping. And how difficult or fun
was it for you?

The idea itself is fun. As an artist I would
like to say that image is for under confident
people who are not sure of themselves.
Protecting image is something you do
when you are very insecure. I assume Karan
as well as me, though we are two
distinguished personalities, we have full faith
in what we do in our separate fields. Thus,
we didn’t refrain from looking like
someone else. The experience of swapping
was so exciting that there was no second
thought about doing it or not.
�A trait of Karan Johar
that you would like to
swap with yours.

I think his access to
Shah Rukh Khan and all
the actresses in the world. I
am a huge Shah Rukh Khan
fan and somebody who can
be in his first circle is
something that I would like
to exchange. I can give him
my cricket gang from
Bombay in exchange
for it, or my Anvar
Kranti from Chacha
Vidhayak Hai
Humare. So, he can
give me Shah Rukh
Khan and I can give
him Anvar Kranti. 
�How do you think
your fans will react
when you swap your
personality?

I think first of all
I have no fans, all of
them are my friends.
And everything is fine
in front of friends. Max
to max, they will make fun of
me and there is no harm in it.
And I do not think that my fans see

me like that. They know me in many
different avatars. They know that I am a
musician, I have played sitar for 21 years of
my life and I do stand-up comedy. So, I keep
doing things which are pole apart, in my life.
The people who know me are not affected
by it and the people who do not know me,
I am not affected by them.
�While Karan and you are both writers,
you both have very different personalities.
Did you take any time to prepare or study
each other’s personality to execute this
better?

Of course, I saw some of his interviews
and tried to understand how he talks.
Secondly, as an iconic figure, I somehow
knew how he talks to a certain extent. But
yes, some days before the shoot I tried to
understand how he works. And as an artist,
I am not a very good mimic but I can
imitate. So, I was just trying to look at the
kind of mannerisms I can pick, and what will
look nice. There are some things which you
pick, but they do not look good on you. So,
the idea was to pick things which will look
okay on me.
�You have been one of the most popular
faces in Indian stand-up comedy. Do you
think that now we have a wider audience
to appreciate your field of art?

I feel even when the audience was less,
it was wide for me. Because, the art form is
so new that we still do not know what is its
full potential. My aim is to explore and to
reach to more and more people so that there
comes a time when we know exactly the
number of people that are there in the
audience. 
�Do you miss the stage? How different is
it to perform on a virtual platform?

Stage is different from a virtual
platform. It is like meeting someone you
love in person and talking to them on video
call. They are exactly two very different
things. The affection is there of course, but
the warmth is definitely missing. That hype,
that rush of being on stage is definitely not
there, though, the rush of good

conversations is
always there on an
online platform. But
not as great as what
it is on stage. It is like

a s k i n g
s omeb o dy
that how do

they feel
catching the
scent of
biryani as
compared to
a c t u a l l y
getting to taste
it. Of course,
having biryani

is more
satisfying than just
getting to smell it.
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�What was your reaction when you were offered
to play a 2500-year-old asura?

When I was approached for the project, I was not
told what character I was being offered. I was only
given the brief. They told me that they already had
their main lead. And now they were looking for a
person who was more powerful than this superhero
— someone who can make the hero a superhero. I
was interested. I felt that the show was unique. I have
always tried to do projects where I could be different
from what I had done in the past. When I was offered
this role, I was excited. However, when I was told that
I would be an asura, I was taken aback a bit but I was
told that I would remain in my human form; just that
I would have superhuman powers. The best part was
that I would get to be part of the project with my
brother.
�How did you come on board the project?

I was lucky that I didn’t have to audition for this
project. The producer of Peninsula Pictures, Alind
Srivastava offered me this role. He said that he wanted
me to be part of this show and play Shivaay. I agreed
and here I am.
�What are the challenges that come with playing
Shivaay?

There were quite a few. First, Shivaay’s voice is a
bit heavy. I am unlike Veer Nanda (Hero) who is
street-smart. I am all-powerful and strong. Then there
is the look. I have tattoos and initially it would take
up to two hours to get ready. Now, of course, it doesn’t
take that long. Also, the dialogue delivery is different;
he is extremely intelligent. Whatever he says has
deeper meaning. How this has to be conveyed had
to be practiced.
�Do you get into fights with your brother — off-
screen?

Onscreen, I am obviously trying to turn him into
a superhero, so there are fight sequences. Off-screen,
sometimes we have differences of opinion and get into
verbal fights, as is normal. We sometimes end up in
a WWE kind of situation. But we are brothers and
respect each other. The good part is that we have no

ego clashes.
�How did you get into acting?

I never wanted to be an actor. My background
as a gymnast left very little time for any
recreational activities. If I ended up on the news,
that was enough for me. I was in the hostel; I
didn’t have a mobile; we had to practice for eight
hours a day. That left little time for anything else.
It never occurred that I would end up acting. I
have a Gold in parallel bar and a Silver in high
bar at 58th National School Games, Pune and
during one of the games I was spotted and was
approached for the audition of Bournvita ad.
That is how I came into the industry. It was
destined.
�Was it tough to do the ad?

It was tough. I had no acting background. I
have never taken any classes. It was difficult to
face the camera, well-known actors and memorise
dialogues and deliver them with emotion was so
alien to me. This made me nervous. But I was
determined that since I was offered to play a part I
would do it to the best of my abilities. So, I worked
really hard.
�You have done a couple of movies. Why not pursue
Bollywood?

I am sure that there is something really big that
will come my way from Bollywood. I am also looking
at roles that I can play in web series. Since I came into
this industry I have always tried different roles. I know
only one thing however big or small the screen may
be, my job is to give my best.
�You have done a few music videos. How has the
experience been?

Doing music videos is so different from serials.
There are two types of music videos. One where there
is a song and there is a boy and or a girl and they go
dancing about. Then there are videos that tell a story.
What I have done comes under the second category.
I love doing such music videos since they are shot
within two-three days; it is a stress-buster. Listening
to music and performing it is very relaxing.
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In March last year schools’ gates were shut,
hoping to open in a few months, but that
month never came. It has been more than
18 months into the pandemic, and it
remains unclear when physical class-

rooms will resume — though, it will not
become part of history.

From online classes to no Boards, the edu-
cation sector had seen several unprecedented
changes during this period. Were these for the
better is a question still unanswered.
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However, the constant to and fro in Boards

or school assessment decisions has exposed sev-
eral fault lines in the education sector. Amid all
the noise, students are left confused regarding
their future. “The pandemic has, indeed,
exposed fault lines and fundamental flaws in the
education sector that existed even earlier. We
must take this opportunity to not merely sail
through the pandemic but to reform the system
from scratch based on sound scientific princi-
ples of what constitutes good learning,”  says Dr
Jamshed Bharucha, Founding Vice Chancellor,
Sai University. He adds that the 50-50 formu-
la on CBSE Boards is an understandable deci-
sion under crisis circumstances, but it should
spur systemic reform for the future.

However, Bharucha says, “I would be inter-
ested to hear the explanation of why Class X and
Class XI are given equal weightage, given that
students are conditioned to view 11th as less
important.

Students should not be penalised for not
having taken 11th exams seriously, which has
been the cynical message communicated to
them by the system.”

Prof Dheeraj Sanghi, VC Designate, JK
Lakshmipat University, believes that as a short
term measure to reduce anxiety and stress in
students, this is a welcome move. But this does
not address the issue of quality at all.

On the other hand, Dr Sanjay Govind Patil,
Associate Dean & Director — RICS School of
Built Environment, Amity University, Mumbai,
says that it is a much-appreciated step to help
break down the syllabus. “I fully vouch for this
move because it will break down the entire
assessment into small parts; hence, learning will
be much better. Students’ shortcomings in the
previous part exam could be overcome in the
next exam through a robust feedback mecha-
nism, thus achieving a better learning outcome,”
opines Patil.
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High-stakes exams, Bharucha says, have no

empirical support in research on learning. The
learning tends to be transient, devoid of mean-
ingful context, and does not transfer well to the
kinds of problems students will have to solve
as professionals. Research shows that, if admin-
istered frequently — with feedback after each
exam and repeated testing of the same mater-
ial in different ways — exams can be powerful
tools for learning, not just for assessment.

“The system has failed students by contin-

uing to rely on high-stakes examinations. Why
should a single mark on a single high school
exam be the measure of what you’ve learned
throughout high school? Why should it deter-
mine what you can and cannot do in the future?
Research on how the brain learns is complete-
ly at odds with this system of learning and
assessment,” says Bharucha.

He adds that the CBSE Board decisions for
this batch are understandable, but they are
band-aids; they should be followed by mean-
ingful steps to re-energise, mentor, and empow-
er students whose education got disrupted and
lives thrown into confusion. Most of these stu-
dents, probably, will adjust and be fine. But,
some may fall between the cracks of this rigid
system of narrow credentialing and career chan-
nelling.
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“The Board should establish a committee

consisting of a broad range of stakeholders —
including students — to hear the concerns of
students who have been adversely affected and
to propose ways to get these students back on
track in life. A nation has a responsibility to
ensure that every single child should have a pro-
ductive path forward,” says Bharucha.

The Board should also establish a diverse
blue-ribbon committee to implement NEP
recommendations at the high school level. The
goal should be to enable students' unique tal-
ents and shortcomings and give them the fun-
damental cognitive tools to pursue their dreams.
Society benefits when all talent is unleashed —
in all its messy but glorious diversity.

“There is no empirical basis for forcing stu-
dents to make irreversible choices between
streams. A student may love math and litera-
ture, computers and music, biology and eco-
nomics. It’s the unforeseen combinations of
ideas that will trigger future innovations — and
continuous innovation is  what drives
economies. We, as educators, are deeply mis-
taken if we believe we know which branches of
knowledge are in the best interests of our chil-
dren to know,” adds Bharucha.

Sanghi says that the problems of quality in
education were well-known much before the
pandemic. “I feel that the problems of quality
in the school education sector were well-
known much before the pandemic. The Annual
State of Education Report (ASER) has been
telling us how poorly our students have been
performing even with our standards. As far as
international standards are concerned, we have
not even participated in the Program for
International Students Assessment (PISA),”
says Sanghi.
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Yet, the pandemic has exposed one myth

which was that technology would solve all our
problems. “There is no doubt that technology
can help, but we have seen during the pandemic
that access to technology is limited. We may take
pride in having the largest number of mobile
phone users with Internet access or the high-

est per capita data consumption, but all this is
skewed, and the poor still has little access to
online education. If we want to depend on tech-
nology to improve the quality of our education,
we will have to seriously think about how under-
privileged sections of our society can get
access to both devices and data, and perhaps
space where they can study peacefully,” adds
Sanghi.

Being compelled to teach online has high-
lighted the known weakness of passive forms
of learning in which teachers speak and students
listen.  To keep the attention of students
online, teachers have had to make the online ses-
sions more interactive.

“But active and interactive learning should
be the norm even in the physical classroom. In
a physical classroom, a student can be physi-
cally present but mentally absent. Only by hav-
ing students actively engaged (speaking, solv-
ing problems, collaborating, creating) in the
classroom can meaningful and enduring learn-
ing be optimised. So, let’s come out of the pan-
demic with an agenda for fundamental reform
that is more than a temporary crisis fix,” says
Bharucha.
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Since we are amid a pandemic of the kind

that hasn’t happened in the world for 100 years,
Sanghi says, there is going to be an emergency
response, and the decisions will change as the
trajectory of the virus changes.

“So, confusions will happen, and that would
cause anxiety and stress amongst the students.
We need to work on two aspects. One, what to
do while the pandemic is still a threat, and edu-
cation will continue to see disruptions. And sec-
ond, what to do when the pandemic threat has
sufficiently faded, and we are back to some nor-
malcy,” he says.

In the current scenario, experts believe that
we must keep some semblance of education
going, at least what is considered as more impor-
tant aspects of it, so we have reduced syllabus,
easier exams, teacher training in online edu-
cation, access to technology for the poor and
so on.

“When we finally open up, we may need to
redesign the curriculum of the next few years.
Maybe some fresher courses. Each school
Board will have to plan the post-pandemic sce-
nario carefully. It should not happen that they
now want to cover both — what was left dur-
ing the pandemic and the usual syllabus of the
next classes. That would be too much of a bur-
den on students,” opines Sanghi.
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Experts say that there are many issues in

every aspect of school education. And we do
need to rethink the whole education process
holistically. However, few simple things can
improve the quality of education in the short
term drastically.

“One idea is to ensure that the marks print-
ed on the board marksheet reflect the educa-
tional attainments of the students. And, I am

not referring to this year's process where you
get some marks assigned based on your per-
formance in something completely different.
Even in pre-Covid times, CBSE would add lots
of marks to the actual marks obtained by the
students.; this is beside the practical marks
where the whole country seems to get perfect
scores. And that is on top of having easy papers
and an extremely liberal grading. It may be
noted that CBSE has the reputation of being one
of the best school boards in India. If we can
bring in honesty in evaluation by the boards,
there will be a lot of pressure within the system
to perform better,” says Sanghi.

He adds that the boards cannot be honest
since there is competition among the school
boards to be more dishonest than the others -
- a race to the bottom. “They justify it on the
grounds that if one board tries to be honest, its
students will face difficulty in gaining admis-
sions in universities that only look at Class XII
marks. Also, if one State board tries to be hon-
est, the pass percentage in that State would go
down, leading to political issues. And frankly,
there is no political constituency for quality edu-
cation. There is only a lip service paid to the
quality,” he says.

�	���&��������
���=	����
The changes, Sanghi says, should begin with

having a large number of school boards.
“Maybe every district should have one. There
may be some school boards that are State-wide
and a few which are national. By having 100s
of small school boards, it would be possible for
some boards to do experiments in improving
quality that may succeed, and others could learn
from it. Also, political pressures would be lower
on individual boards if they all affect a small-
er number of students,” opines Sanghi.

Second, there could be a few standardised
tests in various subjects that would be option-
al for students. Students will take those tests only
if the university they seek considers these test
scores as one of the inputs in deciding admis-
sions. “Universities should develop admission
strategies that consider multiple parameters
(and unlike the popular perception, it is pos-
sible to have a completely objective system that
considers multiple parameters). If the admis-
sions are based on standardised tests and
other achievements of the students, we could
start the admission process six months early.
Students can be offered admission before the
Board exams, and they will then take those
exams in a stress-free fashion,” adds Sanghi.

Bharucha thinks, "In the future, continuous
modes of assessment should be adopted (bi-
weekly or monthly). Research shows that fre-
quent assessment produces more enduring
learning than a single assessment at the end; this
will not be the last pandemic, nor will it be the
last crisis that disrupts our lives. Learning and
assessment must both be continuous. At any
given cross-section in time, the student, the
school, and the Board should know where a stu-
dent stands."
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An Olympic medal final-
ly around her neck, star
Indian weightlifter

Mirabai Chanu on Saturday
said she can finally take a
break at home without worry-
ing about training after manag-
ing just five trips to her place
in Manipur in the last five
years.

“I have just been home for
five days in the past five years.
Now I will go with this medal,”
said Chanu, whose family is
based in Nongpok Kakching
village about 20 kilometres
from Imphal.

“I will now go home and
eat food made by my mother,”
she added.

Chanu revealed that after
the Rio Games debacle she
changed her training and tech-
nique completely so that she
could redeem herself in Tokyo.

Competing in her second
Olympics, Chanu claimed the
Silver medal in the 49kg cate-
gory with a total of 202kg
(87kg+115kg). It was India’s
second Olympic medal in the
sport after Karnam Malleswari’s
Bronze that came 21 years ago

at the Sydney Games.
“My dream of winning an

Olympic medal has been ful-
filled today. I tried a lot in Rio,
put in a lot of effort but it was
not my day then. I thought that
day only that I will prove
myself in Tokyo,” Chanu said
during a virtual press confer-
ence.

Considered a strong medal
contender five years ago in Rio
as well, Chanu buckled under
pressure in the women’s 48kg
event and failed to log a legit-
imate lift.

“I learnt a lot from that day
— my training and technique
was changed, we put in a lot of
effort after that.

“I was very sad after Rio,
there was a lot of pressure on
me and I got nervous, I could-
n’t understand anything for
days but then coach sir and the
federation counselled me, told

me that I have a lot of poten-
tial,” she added.

Head coach Vijay Sharma
revealed he was also under a lot
of pressure after the disappoint-
ing outing in Rio.

“There was a lot of pressure
on me after the Rio failure, we
failed in a very important com-
petition and we were expected
to win then also,” Sharma said.

Determined to prove her-
self in the Tokyo Games,
Chanu and Sharma changed
the Manipuri’s training,
employing a more stringent
regimen.

“After that we changed the
training pattern and technique
a lot. The result of which we
saw in the 2017 in world cham-
pionship, then we took the
Gold in the 2018
Commonwealth Games. We
won a medal in the 2019 world
championship. We have been

growing and improving regu-
larly.

“The lesson we learnt was
that we need a lot of determi-
nation and discipline. I worked
with that and Mira partnered
me.

“She hasn’t done anything
but eat, sleep and train in the
last five years. It took us 2.5
years instead of 1.5 for the
Olympic qualification because
of coronavirus. Overall the
result of the journey is that we
are sitting here today with the
medal.”

The Manipuri’s sole focus
for the past five years was on
winning a medal at the
Olympics and that required
several sacrifices including stay-
ing away from her family.

The efforts paid off as
Chanu went on to win the
world championship in 2017
following it with a Gold at the

2018 Commonwealth Games.
At the 2019 Asian champi-

onship she picked up a Bronze
in clean and jerk where medals
are awarded separately for
snatch, clean and jerk, and
total lift.

Ahead of the Tokyo Games,
the Khel Ratna awardee had
created a world record in clean
and jerk at the 2020 Asian
championship earlier this year.

Chanu hoped her exploits
in the international arena and
the Olympics win can inspire
more girls to take up the sport
specially weightlifting.

“There will be change, there
are few girls in weightlifting
right now but I hope many will
be inspired by me and will feel
they can also achieve something
in the sport.” 
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Tokyo: India’s slim hopes for a
table tennis medal in mixed
doubles vanished in no time but
Manika Batra and Sutirtha
Mukherjee made promising
starts to their women’s singles
campaign on Saturday.

The start to India’s table ten-
nis campaign was disappointing
with Sharath Kamal and Manika
losing 0-4 to the third seeds
Lin Yun-Ju and Cheng I-
Ching of Chinese Taipei in
the mixed doubles round
of 16.

However, world
number 62
Manika returned
to beat 94th-
ranked Tin-
Tin Ho of
Britain 4-0 in
her singles
opener while
98th-ranked
S u t i r t h a
made a
s t r o n g
impres-
sion on

her Olympics debut with a come
from behind 4-3 win against
78th-ranked Linda Bergstrom of
Sweden.

Mukherjee play Portugal’s
Fu Yu in the second round
while Manika takes on Ukraine’s
Margaryta Pesotska.

Mukherjee showed remark-
able grit to down her Swedish

opponent after trailing 1-3 in
the best of seven affair. She
won 5-11, 11-9, 11-13, 9-11,
11-3, 11-9, 11-5.

Earlier in the mixed
doubles, Sharath and

Manika had to
make all chances
count against a
superior oppo-
nent from
Chinese Taipei
but they couldn’t
do so after lead-

ing 5-1 and 5-3
in the first two games.
In the end, it was a
comfortable 11-8, 11-
6, 11-5, 11-4 win for
Lin and Cheng.

Tokyo: The Indian men’s dou-
bles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
shocked the world No 3 pair of
Yang Lee and Chi-Lin Wang of
Chinese Taipei in a thrilling
group A match of the bad-
minton competition where
the country experienced dis-
appointment in the singles’
event on Saturday.

Chirag and Satwik, the
current world No 10, notched
up a stunning 21-16, 16-21,
27-25 win over third seeds Lee
and Wang, who had claimed
back-to-back titles at the
Yonex Thailand Open, Toyota
Thailand Open and BWF
World Tour Finals in Thailand
earlier this year.

However, 13th seeded B
Sai Praneeth suffered a demor-
alising 17-21, 15-21 loss to
world number 47 Misha
Zilberman of Israel in a 41-
minute men’s singles group D
match.

Satwik and Chirag, who
have been working under
Danish coach Mathias Boe
for the last few months, dished
out a tactical superior game
and held their nerves in the
final moments to emerge vic-
torious during the one hour
and nine minute contest,
which turned out to be an
edge-of-the-seat thriller.

The Indians had five

match points but the Chinese
Taipei pair, the 2018 World
championship Bronze-medal-
lists, saved all of them before
grabbing one themselves but
Chirag and Satwik were up to
the task and had the last laugh.

Satwik and Chirag will
next play Indonesian world No
1s Marcus Fernaldi Gideon
and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo
on Sunday.
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Tokyo: Sumit Nagal on Saturday
became only the third Indian
tennis player to win a men’s sin-
gles match at the Olympic
Games and the first in 25 years,
when he edged past Denis
Istomin 6-4, 6-7(6), 6-4 in two
hours and 34 minutes on court
10 at the Ariake Tennis Centre.

Zeeshan Ali was the first
Indian to win a singles match at
the 1988 Seoul Games when he
beat Victo Caballero from
Paraguay.

After that, the legendary
Leander Paes won the historic
men’s singles Bronze at the 1996
Atlanta Games, beating Brazil’s

Fernando Meligeni.
No Indian could win a sin-

gles match after Paes’ heroic feat.
“To lose second set from 5-

3 and then comeback in the
third set in a weather like this,
is not easy. Playing for my coun-
try gave me the push,” said
Nagal after the match.

Nagal now faces a herculean
task as he takes on Australian
Open runner-up Medvedev.

“I am very excited for this
match to play the world number
two on a big court. That’s why
we play tennis for, to live for
these moments. I am looking
forward to it,” he said.

Tokyo: Indian boxer Vikas
Krishan (69kg) was out-
punched 0-5 and left with a
bloodied eye by local favourite
Sewonrets Quincy Mensah
Okazawa as he bowed out of
Olympics on Saturday after
fighting with a shoulder injury
in the opening round.

The 29-year-old Vikas sus-
tained a cut below his left eye in
the high-voltage clash.

“During the last sparring
session in Italy (before the team
left for Tokyo), he injured his
shoulder. He got treatment and
we had hoped that he would be

fine, he started without prob-
lem,” India’s High Performance
Director Santiago Nieva said.

“But when he attempted a
jab at Okazawa’s body, he hurt
the shoulder again and could
not use his left hand properly.
He fought with one hand today,”
the Swede added.

Vikas was the only Indian
boxer in action on the day. 

On Sunday, six-time world
champion M C Mary Kom
(51kg) and Commonwealth
Games Silver-medallist Manish
Kaushik will compete in their
opening bouts.

Tokyo: Harmanpreet Singh
scored a brace and veteran goal-
keeper P R Sreejesh stood like a
wall in the closing minutes as the
Indian men’s hockey team over-
came a late surge from New
Zealand to eke out a close 3-2
win in its opening Olympic
Games match on Saturday.

Aside from Harmanpreet
(26th and 33rd minutes),
Rupinder Pal Singh (10th) was
the other goal-getter for the
eight-time former champions,
currently ranked fourth in the
world, in the Pool A match at the
Oi hockey stadium.

For the eighth-ranked New
Zealand, Kane Russell scored
from a penalty corner in the
sixth minute before Stephen
Jenness (43rd minute) reduced
the margin of defeat later in the
match.

India will next play mighty
Australia on Sunday. The
Kookaburras beat hosts Japan 5-
3 in another Pool A tie.

India’s chief coach Graham
Reid was happy to start the cam-
paign on a winning note but said
there are many areas to improve
ahead of Sunday’s tough match.

“Winning three points in a
competition like the Olympic
Games is really important. I
think we had a good second and
third quarter but the first and
fourth we struggled a little bit,”
he said.

“When we watch the video
later today, we will be able to find
out what we need to get better
at and surely there are going to
be things we learn from today

too,” he added.

INDIA WOMEN LOSE 1-5
The Indian women’s hock-

ey team fought valiantly in the
first two quarters before losing
the steam to go down 1-5 against
world No 1 Netherlands in their
opening pool match.

Felice Albers gave
Netherlands the lead in the
sixth minute before the advan-

tage was evened out by India
skipper Rani Rampal in the
10th minute.

The Indians defended
bravely in the first two quarters
to go into the half time locked
at 1-1 but the break seemed to
have broken their momentum as
the Dutch came out all guns
blazing after the change of ends
and pumped in three goals to
nip any chance of an upset in the
bud.

Margot van Geffen (33rd
minute) restored Netherlands’
lead soon after resumption
before the three-time Olympic
champions and reigning Silver
medallist scored two goals in
quick succession through Albers
(43rd) and Frederique Matla
(45th) to take control of the pro-
ceedings.

If that was not enough,
there was more agony in store
for the Indians as Caia
Jacqueline van Maasakker
slammed home from their sixth
penalty corner in the 52nd
minute.

India will play Germany in
their next Pool A match on July
26. 

Tokyo: Indian shooters endured
multiple heartbreaks on the first
day of their competition in the
Tokyo Olympics on Saturday,
with the biggest disappoint-
ment being Saurabh
Chaudhary’s failure to win a
medal after topping the qualifi-
cations.

Chaudhary could not repli-
cate the form he displayed in the
qualifications to finish seventh
in the men’s 10m air pistol final.

His roommate and friend
Abhishek Verma could not
make the eight-man finals, set-
tling for the 17th place with 575
in the event that was considered
one of India’s best bets for a

podium finish.
In the women’s 10m air

rifle event, first-timer Elavenil
Valarivan and Apurvi Chandela,
too, failed to qualify for the
finals, finishing 16th and 36th
respectively, at the Akasa Range.

Following his sensational
entry into the finals, a lot of hope
were pinned on Chaudhary
after a dismal show by the
women. But the script did not
pan out the way the country’s
shooting team would have want-
ed it to. 

The Indian ace shot 137.4
to be eliminated in the seventh
place. Things were different in
the qualifications though, with

Chaudhar shooting 586 to
finish ahead of a world-class
field, thanks to a perfect 100
in the fourth series after back-
to-back 98.

Verma was also in con-
tention to make the cut after
staging an excellent rally, but two
8s in the final series dashed his
hopes.

Earlier in the day, world
number one Elavenil finished
16th in the qualifications after
shooting 626.5 over six series of
10 shots each, while the more
experienced Apurvi, who is also
the finals world record holder in
the event, settled for the 36th
place after aggregating 621.9.
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New Delhi: A historic Silver
medal and a radiant smile
were not the only eye-catch-
ing things about Mirabai
Chanu on Saturday in Tokyo,
her gold earrings shaped like
Olympic rings were as strik-
ing, a gift from her mother
who sold her own jewellery
for them five years ago.

The hope was that the
earrings would bring her
“good luck”. It didn’t happen
in the Rio 2016 Games but
Chanu made the little sacrifice
count in Tokyo on Saturday
morning with a Silver medal
and Saikhom Ongbi Tombi
Leima has struggled to stop
her tears from flowing ever
since.

“I saw the earrings on TV,
I gave them to her in 2016
before the (Rio) Olympics. I
have made it for her from the
gold pieces and savings I have
so that it brings luck and suc-
cess,” Leima said from her
home in Manipur where a
considerable number of rela-
tives, friends and well-wishers
gathered to watch Chanu
script history in Tokyo.

“I was in tears seeing it
and also during the moment
she won the medal. Her father
(Saikhom Kriti Meitei) was
also in tears. Tears of joy. All
her hard work has led to the
success.”

The Chanu household at
Nongpok Kakching village,
around 25km from state cap-
ital Imphal, visitors had been
trickling in since Friday
despite the curfew caused in
part  by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“She had told us she will
win Gold or at least a medal.
So, everybody was waiting for
it to happen. Many of our rel-

atives who lived far came last
evening. They stayed
overnight with us,” Chanu’s
mother said.

“Many came this morning
and the people of the locality
also thronged. So, we have
brought out the television to
the verandah and around 50
people were there to watch
Mirabai in Tokyo. Many sat at
the front courtyard. So, it was
a kind of festival.

The Gold they had
wished for didn’t come but the
Silver was enough to send a
packed courtyard, glued to the
TV, into frenzy as the tense lit-
tle crowd broke into celebra-
tions, unclenching their fists
and clapping frantically.

Chanu was on video call
with her family from the
weightlifting arena in Tokyo
before her event began and
she had sought blessings from
her parents.

“She (Chanu) rarely
comes home (because of
training) and so we have

made a Whastapp group to
communicate with each
other,” said Chanu’s cousin
Aroshini.

“This morning, she had a
video call with all of us and
she bowed down and sought
blessings from her parents.

“She said ‘bless me to
win a Gold medal for the
country’. They gave their
blessings. It was a touching
moment.” 
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“Could not have asked
for a happier start to
@Tokyo2020! India is elated
by @mirabai_chanu's stu-
pendous performance.
Congratulations to her for
winning the Silver medal in
weightlifting. Her success
motivates every Indian.
#Cheer4India #Tokyo2020.”

—PRIME MINISTER
NARENDRA MODI

“Many many
Congratulations to
@mirabai_chanu on winning
India’s first medal at
#Tokyo2020. Such An inspir-
ing performance that will be
remembered for a long time
to come and will inspire
generations. Well done.”

— ABHINAV BINDRA

“Congratulations for a
beautiful opening on medal
tally @mirabai_chanu. This
Second place medal medal is
a morale boost for our Indian
contingent. Thank you for a
spectacular perfor-
mance…… jai hind.”

— BAJRANG PUNIA
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Shillong: Union Minister Amit Shah and
Chief Ministers of all eight North Eastern
states on Saturday gave a standing ovation
to Mirabai Chanu who took home India’s
first Olympic medal in weightlifting at the
ongoing Tokyo Olympics, officials said.

Manipur Chief Minister Biren Singh
broke the news during the meeting which
was chaired by the Union Home Minister
following which everyone in the meeting
gave the standing ovation with pride, they
said. Singh also announced a �1 crore

package besides other perks an Olympian
enjoys besides reserving a special post for
the 26 year old Manipur woman.

All eight CMs of the Northeast are
attending a meeting presided over by Shah
in Meghalaya’s capital Shillong. 
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New Delhi: Suryakumar Yadav
has received his maiden Test
team call-up and he along with
opener Prithvi Shaw will be fly-
ing to England as replacements
sought by the team management
after three players were ruled out
due to injury.

Shubman Gill, Washington
Sundar and Avesh Khan have
been forced out from the ongo-
ing tour. The Test series is due
to start on August 4.

Off-spinner Jayant Yadav
was also supposed to go to UK
as Washington’s replacement
but it has been learnt that as of
now only Suryakumar and
Prithvi are being sent.

A senior BCCI office-bear-
er confirmed the development.

“Yes, Prithvi and Surya are
flying to UK from Sri Lanka.
Jayant was also supposed to go
but there has been some change
in plans due to quarantine
requirements. Jayant is now not
going. Both players will have a
bubble to bubble transfer from
Colombo to London. Whether
they will fly in the middle of
the T20Is (Shaw and and
Suryakumar are part of
team in Sri Lanka) or
post that is being worked
out,” the senior official said.

“But yes, they are our
replacement players for Test
series in England. They might
just leave after the three
T20Is but we will get
confirmation in
another three days.”

It is understood
that Shaw’s form
has impressed the
team management
and Mayank
Agarwal’s current
rhythm isn’t the greatest.

However, with quar-

antine rules in place, it is not
clear if Suryakumar and Shaw
can make it in time for the first
Test after completing their hard
quarantine.

As far as Jayant is con-
cerned, he was considered for his
superior batting abilities as he
has a Test hundred. He was also
looked upon as a steady net
bowler unless Ravichandran
Ashwin or Ravindra Jadeja suf-
fer from any injury in the long
series. But the plan has been
shelved for now.

Suryakumar’s assertive bat-
ting could be used during some
point in the series as Ajinkya
Rahane’s hamstring injury will
keep the team concerned.

“In any case, if Ajinkya
misses the first Test, it will be KL
Rahul who will bat in the mid-
dle-order in Nottingham. The
team management is still confi-

dent that Ajinkya might
be alright before

the first Test.”
Howe ve r

no pacer is
being sent right
now as already
there are seven

speedsters
in UK for

m a t c h
and net

sessions.  
PTI

 ��3�8� ������������
+����
��	2���	�	��
 Colombo: India captain

Shikhar Dhawan said the team
management will try out new
faces but only if they fit into
the best playing XI during the
upcoming three-match T20I
series against Sri Lanka,
starting here on Sunday.

Like India blood-
ed as many as five
newcomers in the final
ODI, Dhawan indicated on
Saturday that he is not
averse to experimenting with
new men like Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Varun
Chakravarthy and Devdutt
Padikkal in the coming
games, but series win
will remain a priority.

“New guys definite-
ly have the opportuni-
ty to play. We have to
win the series. In the
last ODI, there was a
good opportunity to
give some youngsters a
chance and give them

a taste of international
cricket, because we had
already won the series,”
Dhawan said ahead of the
first game.

“Now it’s  a new
series, so we will of

course go in with our
best XI first. We
will try to win
the f irst  two

matches, and then
according to the sit-
uation,  we can
experiment in the
last game if need-
ed,” Dhawan said.

He also feels
that the current Sri
Lankan team has

shown a marked
improvement through
the ODI series.

“I think the com-
petition will be good.
You saw the Sri Lankan
team improve a lot in
the last two matches.

They played really well and
they are a good team, with a
lot of youngsters.

“So I think it will make for
a good contest between the
two teams. We have both
already played three matches
now, so both teams know
each others’ strengths and
weaknesses. That’s a good
thing, and it will add to the
challenge (of the series).”

On a personal note,
Dhawan knows that even he is
auditioning for a place in the
T20 World Cup side.

“It is very important. Of
course, any international
match has its own impact, and
whenever you perform inter-
nationally it makes a huge
impact. 

“So, on a personal note, I
am really looking forward to
perform over here and make

my place more stronger for
the World Cup. Then we’ll see

how it goes in the future.”

Tokyo: Indian judoka Shushila
Devi’s challenge in the Tokyo
Olympics came to an early end
as she lost her contest to
Hungarian Eva Csernoviczki.

Csernoviczki, a 2012
London edition Bronze medal-
list, pinned Shushila for a full 20
seconds to claim the Ippon and
win the round of 32 match.

Shushila fought hard for a
major part of the bout until she
committed a small error, which
proved to be disastrous for the
Indian and cost her the match.

Shushila was the only
Indian Judo athlete at this year’s
Olympic Games.
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Going by the rankings it was
a fair call but tactically

appears a mistake as Pravin
Jadhav joined Deepika Kumari
for archery’s mixed pair event
instead of Atanu Das and the
last-minute pairing fumbled to
go out of the medal race at the
Tokyo Games, here on Saturday.

Deepika and Jadhav looked
completely out of sorts and lost
2-6 to Korea in the quarterfinals
despite some below-par shoot-
ing by the top seeds.

The two Korean Olympic
debutants, 17-year-old Kim Je
Deok and 20-year-old An San
won two sets despite scoring
only 35 out of a possible 40
showed the below-par shootings
by both the teams.

The team think-tank here
on Friday made the bold deci-
sion to split up the husband-wife
combination of Deepika and
Das, who had won a World Cup
mixed team Gold less than a
month back in Paris.

The mixed teams are
formed on the basis of scores
and on Friday it was Jadhav who
was best among the trio finish-
ing 31st, four places ahead of
Deepika’s ‘favourite’ partner Das
in the ranking round.

Countries, however, have
one-hour time to exercise the
option of switching to their
best combination but the Indian
think-tank chose to be bold.

Deepika was already unhap-
py at the surprise decision to
rejig the combination.

“I’m a little sad, he (Atanu
Das) is not with me in the mixed
team. It mattered, as I really
wanted to play with him but it
did not happen,” Deepika said
after the first round win against
Chinese Taipei.

Archery Association of
India (AAI) official Virendra
Sachdeva, who is accompanying
the team in Tokyo, however
defended the decision.

“There was no problem

with the coordination as we did
really well to bounce back
against the Chinese Taipei.

“But archery at the
Olympics will remain a mystery
for us. We lost the match in the
first set only after we failed to
win despite the Koreans shoot-
ing a poor 35.”

“It’s not the Koreans who
won, we lost the match. I’ve
never seen Koreans shoot so
poorly that too at the highest
level.”

Asked about the decision to
leave out Das, he said: “He
(Jadhav) earned his place pure-
ly based on the ranking score
and there was absolutely no
favoritism. Our selection com-
mittee was neutral and sent our
No 1 archer. There’s always a first
time together.”

Deepika and Jadhav looked
scrappy in their first match
together against Chinese Taipei
and trailed 1-3 but the duo
seized the momentum with six
10s in the final two sets to storm
into the last-eight.

Up against the Korean pair,
who were making their Olympic
debuts, Deepika failed to notch
a single perfect 10 from eight
arrows, while rookie Jadhav
misfired a six in the crucial
fourth set after drilling in three
perfect 10s to lose the match.

With no women’s team in
fray, India now stare at yet
another grim prospect as they
brace for tougher challenges
ahead in the men’s team and
individual rounds slated next
week. 

ROWERS IN REPECHAGE
The Indian rowing duo of
Arvind Singh and Arjun Lal Jat
qualified for the repechage
round after finishing fifth in the
men’s lightweight double sculls
heat on Saturday.

Competing in heat 2, the
Indian pair finished with a tim-
ing of 6:40.33 in the six-team
field, failing to qualify for the
semifinals.
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Aroundup of gold medals
from Saturday, July 24 at

the Tokyo Games:

ARCHERY (MIXED TEAM)
An San and teenager Kim

Je Deok paired up to lead
South Korea to a Gold medal in
the Olympic debut of archery’s
mixed team event at the Tokyo
Games.

On a sizzling Saturday at
the Yumenoshima Park
Archery Field, they held off
Gabriela Schloesser and Steve
Wijler of the Netherlands by a
tally of 5-3 to bring home yet
another archery Gold for South
Korea. The country has now
captured 14 of 17 Gold medals
in archery team competitions
since the current format was
introduced to the Olympics in
1988. 

Alejandra Valencia and
Luis Alvarez combined for
Mexico and knocked off
Yasemin Anagoz and Mete
Gazoz of Turkey to earn the
Bronze medal.

CYCLING (MEN'S ROAD
RACE)

Ecuador won its first
cycling medal as Richard
Carapaz took Gold in the
Olympic road race.

FENCING (WOMEN'S EPEE
INDIVIDUAL)

Sun Yiwen of China defeat-
ed five-time Olympian Ana
Maria Popescu of Romania 11-
10 in overtime to win Gold in
the women’s épée fencing com-
petition.

Popescu tied the score at 10
with 3 seconds remaining to go
to overtime, but Sun soon
scored the winning point in the
deciding period. Sun complet-
ed her set of Olympic medals
after winning individual Bronze
and team Silver at the 2016 Rio
de Janeiro Games. 

MEN'S SABRE INDIVIDUAL
Aron Szilagyi of Hungary

became the first Olympic fencer
to win three individual sabre
Gold medals after beating Luigi
Samele 15-7 in the men’s final.

Szilagyi used his fast reflex-
es to build an early 7-1 lead and
held off a brief comeback from
his Italian opponent before
closing out the win.

Szilagyi won Gold at the
2012 London Games and the
2016 Rio de Janeiro Games. 

JUDO (WOMEN'S 48-KILO-
GRAM)

Distria Krasniqi of Kosovo
beat Funa Tonaki in the
women’s 48-kilogram Olympic
judo final.

MEN'S 60-KILOGRAM
Naohisa Takato has won

Japan’s first Gold medal at its
home Olympics, beating
Taiwan’s Yang Yung-wei in the
men’s 60-kilogram judo final.

SHOOTING (WOMEN'S 10-
METER AIR RIFLE)

China’s Yang Qian won the
first Gold medal of the Tokyo
Olympics in women’s 10-meter
air rifle.

Yang overtook Anastasiia
Galashina when the Russian
missed the center two rings for
an 8.9 on her final shot.

Yang had a 9.8 on her final
shot and finished with an
Olympic record 251.8.
Galashina finished at 251.1.

MEN'S 10-METER AIR PIS-
TOL

Javad Foroughi has become
the oldest Iranian athlete to win
an Olympic medal, earning
Gold in men’s 10-meter air
pistol.

Foroughi set an Olympic
record with 244.8 points, finish-
ing 6.9 ahead of Silver medal-
list Damir Mikec of Serbia.
China’s Pang Wei, the 2008
Gold medalist, took Bronze.

TAEKWONDO (WOMEN'S
49KG & MEN'S 58KG)

Panipak Wongpattanakit of
Thailand and Vito Dell’Aquila of
Italy won the first two Gold
medals of the Olympic taek-

wondo competition.
Wongpattanakit won her

first Gold in dramatic fashion in
the women’s 49-kilogram final,
scoring two points on a body
kick inside the final 10 seconds
for an 11-10 victory over 17-
year-old Adriana Cerezo of
Spain. Wongpattanakit’s Gold is
only the 10th in Thailand’s
entire Olympic history.

Dell’Aquila defeated
Mohamed Khalil Jendoubi of
Tunisia 16-12 in the men’s 58-
kilogram final to claim his first
Olympic medal. 

W E I G H T L I F T I N G
(WOMEN'S 49 KG)

Hou Zhihui won China’s
second Gold medal of the
Tokyo Olympics with a com-
manding showing in the
women’s 49-kilogram
weightlifting category.

Hou lifted a total 210kg,
3kg short of her world record,
to take Gold.
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Sri Lanka head coach Mickey
Arthur on Saturday said

his team is improving fast but
needs to have depth in batting.

Sri Lanka lost the ODI
series 1-2 to India but the win
in the final ODI gave confi-
dence to Arthur.

“We are creating depths
across all the departments
now. We just have to get that
little bit of consistency and that
same depth into our batting,”
Arthur said.

“For numerous reasons
we never seem to put our best

batting line up out there. It is
being about creating depth for
me, but also trying to be con-
sistent. Giving guys clear roles
but then allowing them to go
out and playing with freedom.
We saw a really good example
of that in Charith (Asalanka)
the other night,” added the
South African.

“The growth I have seen in
these players has been fantas-
tic and the growth comes
from giving them confidence
and giving them that consis-
tency that they are going to
play. We will see the rewards
of that in the future for sure,”

the 53-year-old noted.
Arthur also said that the

Sri Lankan team learned a
"massive amount" from the
ODI series against India.

"We are right at the
embryonic stage of this jour-
ney and it is about us playing
against ourselves every-day
we go out on the ground. We
have got benchmarks, which
we want to meet in every
game.

"We are measuring our-
selves and the progression in
terms of those KPIs has been
outstanding. We are getting
better and better," he added.
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Star India batter Jemimah
Rodrigues roared back to

form with a superb unbeaten 92
off 43 balls to power Northern
Superchargers to a six-wicket
victory over Welsh Fire in the
fourth match of The Hundred
here on Saturday.

Rodrigues hit an astound-
ing 17 boundaries and a six as
Superchargers chased down a
target of 131 in 85 balls after
Fire posted 131 for 8 in 100
balls at the Headingley.

The innings gains more
significance as Superchargers

were reduced to 19 for 4 after
18 balls but Rodrigues’ swift
counter-attack changed the

course of the match in a flash.
Rodrigues had a lean patch

through the home series against

South Africa and the recently
concluded limited overs match-
es in England as she was

dropped from the playing XI
during both series.

On the day, she showed her
attacking instincts with some
delectable strokes all round the
wicket  as West Indies off-spin-
ner Hayley Matthews was taken
for 29 off 15 deliveries includ-
ing six boundaries.

She didn’t spare any of the
bowlers as 17 out of the 21 fours
that Superchargers hit came off
her blade. Fittingly, she got the
Player of the Match award.
Brief Scores: Welsh Fire 131/8
in 100 balls (Hayley Matthews
30 off 20 balls, LInsey Smith
3/14) lost to Northern
Superchargers 131/4 in 85 balls
(Jemimah Rodrigues 92 not out
off 43 balls). 
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Boosting immunity has never
been a top priority of a
majority of people but, it is
now! When travelling these
days, one might be wonder-

ing how to stay safe, healthy and away
from the risk of catching an infection.
For sure, you would not want to fall
sick on a trip, especially on a work trip.

Spending time in railway stations,
airports or places where people gath-
er increases the risk of catching flu or
cold. Following a healthy routine on
a trip is hard and busy schedule,
unhealthy food, as well as abnormal
sleeping patterns, enhance the prob-
lem. From backaches to low immuni-
ty and stress-induced headaches,
there are many problems that routine
travellers face. Fortunately, there are
several ways of travel immunity check
and to ensure that nothing puts a
damper on your trip and you enjoy
your travel to the fullest.

HEALTHY DIET
Following a healthy diet in a

routine is always a good idea because
while you can plan for a foreseen trip,
there is nothing you can do for
immediate travel plans — for work or
personal reasons. When you are on
the go, you generally rely on packed
food, ready to eat stuff or fast food
which interferes with your immune
system. On top of it, if you follow an
unhealthy diet even in routine and
don’t provide your body with the
nutrition it needs to ensure a stronger
immune system, it will make you
prone to sickness while you travel.

Your immune system needs reg-
ular nourishment and good food to
perform efficiently so it is important

to follow a diet that is rich in micronu-
trients. Also, while you are travelling,
make sure to pack some healthy
snack like protein bars, dry fruits, diet
mixtures etc.

STAY HYDRATED
A hydrated body can save you

from stomach infections, dehydra-
tion and many other health issues.
Make sure you take a particular
amount of water intake daily espe-
cially in summers. You can also
include water based fruits and veg-
etables in your diet like cucumber,
watermelon, orange, musk melon etc.

Even while you are travelling, try to
stay hydrated, avoid tapped water
and avoid alcohol & caffeine based
drinks.

GET ENOUGH SLEEP
Getting enough sleep is impor-

tant to ensure a strong immune sys-

tem as a lack of sleep increases the
chances of getting sick. Try to get
good night's sleep a few days before
you travel to ensure that you are
healthy, active, engaged and safe on
your trip. To get a good sleep, avoid
using smartphones or gadgets at
night and minimise your alcohol &
caffeine intake.

EXERCISE  
Exercise routine and a healthy

diet are directly connected to good
immunity. Doing some yoga or
stretching exercises in a routine
can boost your immunity. You may
download a fitness or meditation
app to keep yourself motivated.
Further, several foods like berries,
banana, lemon, kiwi etc in addi-
tion to multivitamin supplements
help in supporting the immune
system.

WATCH WHAT YOU TOUCH
Make sure you don’t touch any

contaminated surface and even if you
have to, wash your hands frequent-
ly or sanitise them. Also, avoid
touching your face before sanitising
or washing your hands. You can also
use disinfectant wipes or spray to
clean armrests, table top or any other
surface you come in touch in routine
as well as while you are travelling.

Lastly, being fit, healthy and
ensuring strong immunity should be
a lifestyle choice and not something
you only follow right before or
while travelling. The more you fol-
low a healthy lifestyle, the less you
will have to worry about immunity
check before stepping out for a
vacation or office trip.
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�How did you end up doing
Sunflower — the web series?

This was my first Hindi ven-
ture so I was quite excited about
it. Like any other actor, I went
through a couple of rounds of
auditions and finally made it to
the role.
�How was the experience of
working with Vikas Bahl?

It was amazing. Vikas is a
great mentor. He lets you impro-
vise and makes it very comfort-
able and easy for an actor to per-
form. There’s a lot that I learnt
from him. I hope to associate
with him in the future as well.
�What’s your role here? How
exciting was it to do this genre?

I play Justina. The character
shows how every woman can be
bold. She speaks her mind out
and values that immensely. She
is confident and independent. It
was easy to identify with this
character; I truly have the same
kind of beliefs. So, the character’s
attitude towards life is very sim-
ilar to mine. I thoroughly
enjoyed being part of this pro-

ject and playing this role. I
would say that it is among my
my favourites till date.
�You started as a model, how
did acting happen?

When I got a call from Mani
Ratnam’s office, I came on board
for his hit film, Chekka
Chivantha Vaanam. Post that,
there’s been no looking back. I’m
glad I transcended to films and

I’m looking forward to explor-
ing film industry in various lan-
guages. I definitely want to be
part of more Bollywood projects
as well and look forward to the
different roles that I can play.
�You have done so many ad
campaigns, what’s the best
part of it?

The best part of it is that you
get to meet a lot of experienced

people and there is always some-
thing to take back from each
campaing that one does. I’ve
learnt a lot by being part of so
many ad campaigns.
�Are you still pursuing mod-
elling?

Yes, I still enjoy modelling
but I have limited myself to edi-
torials and designer campaigns.
It all started with modelling, so
I can never dissociate myself
from that.
�Lots of actors are doing
regional films as well. What is
the driving force here?

Honestly, for me the driving
force is the content. As far as I
am getting good scripts that have
great content, I will do that
whether it’s regional cinema or
Bollywood. Also I feel, OTT has
been great platform for region-
al cinema. The medium doesn’t
really matter to me. All that mat-
ters is the content and my part.
�What next?

I am working on a few pro-
jects but I can’t really talk about
them right now.
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�What is The Most Epic Max Show about?
My show is about the smaller simple things

in life that make you feel epic inside, meaning
that you don’t have to do epic things to feel

epic. I think it’s been a rough year and
everybody in the world deserves to feel
good about themselves and celebrate

the smallest things that bring them
joy. I’m coming from a place of not
knowing and willing to learn but

also willing to fail massively and glo-
riously.

�The show’s concept is fun. Were
there any challenges that you faced
while shooting? Any fun instances
you'd like to share?

We shot the show during the
pandemic when the lockdown had
lifted. All of a sudden, the frills that
one may usually be used to sudden-
ly went away. Limited crews, people in
PPE kits all around me, all trying to

create something fun with all cards
stacked against them. It was challenging,

but I had a great team around me that kept
everyone’s moral high. I think the fun real-
ly came from the limited resources and the
creative way we improvised when we
needed to.

�In every episode you take on a new task,
be it making Maggi in less than two min-
utes or writing the perfect apology. Which
episode stood out for you the most?

I don’t think there is any one partic-
ular episode that was more fun to shoot
than the other. But I think the foodie
in me enjoyed the ice cream episode the
most. I surprised myself with how that
turned out. I have my MasterChef

application form on standby.

�What can the viewers expect from the
upcoming episode?

As the show progresses, I will contin-
ue to take on challenges — pushing my
creative boundaries — while coming up
with innovative techniques and ingenious
solutions. Each challenge is either entire-
ly ‘Epic’ or a complete ‘Fail’. Either way, all
episodes create a fun learning experience
for Snapchatters!

�What helped you stay active/fit phys-
ically and mentally during the lockdown?

We all struggled with keeping mental-
ly and physically fit in the lockdown. My
life went from travelling the world and
being in amongst 1000’s of people every
night to not travelling past my front door
and trying to entertain my wife, which I
also failed with. 

Trying to be creative and knowing that
there will be light at the end of the tunnel
kept me going. Not losing faith, and try-
ing to just innovate, preparing myself for
the day I can pack my suitcase again and
be better than when I last unpacked it. That
kept me going.

�What is your biggest takeaway from
lockdown?

Time! Time to recharge, rethink and
revisit some of the things I had only
thought of but never had the time and
motivation to do. 

The biggest takeaway from this chal-
lenging phase is that it is important to
find happiness in small things. It’s not the
outcome but the journey that matters.
You may either do something out of the
box or simply fail; thus, learning from it
either way.
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We all use ‘I am fine’ as the most
powerful means to avoid any
potentially costly confronta-
tions, be it with a spouse, with
in-laws or at work. But what if

your colleague at work agrees with your con-
structive feedback in the meeting to avoid con-
frontation and later forgets to copy you in an
important email? What if your usually punctu-
al spouse doesn’t show up on time for a dinner
date simply because he or she disagreed with
your choice of restaurant? And what if you
have noticed a pattern in this behaviour but
every time you try to bring it up with your
spouse you are dismissed for reading too much
between the lines?  

While developing the characters for That
Night, I accidentally stumbled upon an interest-
ing article about passive aggression in a mar-
riage and how sometimes what might appear
like a difference of opinion on the surface could
be a classical setup for passive aggressive rela-
tionship. Although the partner exhibiting such
behaviour in a relationship might not be a full-
fledged, card carrying passive aggressive per-
sonality, but he or she could be a member of the
club, subtly abusing the partner emotionally and
sometimes physically too. 

According to WebMD: Passive-aggressive
behaviour is when you express negative feel-
ings indirectly instead of openly talking about
them. During World War II, when soldiers
wouldn’t follow officers’ orders, experts
described them as “passive-aggressive.”
Someone who uses passive aggression may feel
angry, resentful, or frustrated, but they act
neutral, pleasant, or even cheerful. They then
find indirect ways to show how they really feel.

We all might show a streak of passive
aggression at times, however, when this repeti-
tive sulking, backhanded compliment, with-
drawal, or manipulation becomes a way of life,
it can result into grave consequences in a rela-
tionship, especially in a marriage. Identifying a
passive aggressive partner could be the first
step towards curbing the hostility growing
between you and your partner. 

While each passive-aggressive spouse
might operate differently, but they all have one
thing in common: they avoid confrontation,
and often these individuals appear and behave
outwardly supportive or content, which makes
it all the more difficult to spot them. However,
identifying a behavioural pattern can serve as a
key differentiator between a momentary angry
acceptance and a passive aggression in a rela-
tionship. 
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Below are some red flags that can help you
identify a harmless sulking from a hostile one. 
��Disguised Verbal Hostility: ‘I’m Just
Saying’ a sentence that sounds so harmless can
be your partner’s coping mechanism developed
over the years to express his or her angry feel-

ings without being affirmative about it. 
� Disguised Hostile Humour: ‘Can’t You

Take a Joke?’ The backhanded compliment
or sarcasm could be another powerful
weapon often used by a passive aggressive
partner, especially in the instances when
they are confronted about their demeaning
act. Playing a victim card ‘that it was meant
to be a joke’ is their knee-jerk reaction to
avoid any uncomfortable conversations. 

� Guilt-Baiting: ‘You were taking so long to
finish that call with your mom that I started
the match instead.’ Aggressive passive
spouses are an expert at wielding guilt as a
weapon to show their disagreement or hos-
tility. They inadvertently or skilfully manip-
ulate and coerce you into an agreement by
attacking your vulnerable spots.

� Disguised Psychological Manipulation: ‘I
think you need to go for a yoga class to
manage your stress.’ Passive aggressive
spouse usually have a tendency to change
your perception by spinning the whole
blame on you for being the inconsiderate or
the short tempered one. 

� Stonewalling: Avoiding responsibility, duty,
and obligations and withdrawing from a
relationship is another trick up the sleeves
of these individuals. It’s their way of main-
taining power and control by imposing
many hurdles for you to jump through. 
While the phrases such as ‘I am just saying’,

‘It was a joke’ and the silent treatment are
invariably part of every marriage, it should not
be a breeding ground for hostility that leaves
the receiving partner shattered and confused
about her or his own worth in a relationship. 

Unfortunately, often these tricky psycho-
logical manoeuvres take absolutely no plan-
ning on your passive-aggressive partner’s part.
On the contrary, they are acting on pure
instincts. Hence identifying the cause for such
behaviour could work as a powerful tool to
stop such manoeuvres in the track. 
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� Upbringing: Voicing your strong opinion

was(is) often categorised as disrespectful in
most Indian households. However, a con-
stant suppression of opinion during the for-
mative years can impact adversely, pushing
an individual to find ways to passively
channel their anger or frustration. 

� Sense of powerlessness: A manipulation in
a marriage can often be a side-effect of tus-
sle of power between the partners, especial-
ly when one partner feels out of control in a
situation or area where his or her spouse is
enjoying success. This sense of insecurity
can fuel underhanded tactics to sabotage
the partner’s success and emotional wellbe-
ing, sometimes without even realising it.
This power hunger can also manifest into
establishing their territories by subtle emo-
tional and physical abuse. 

� Inability to accept their own emotion:
Passive aggression is a personality disorder,
and these individuals cannot approach situa-
tions, feelings, relationships or communica-
tion directly. They are often unaware of what
they are doing, and when confronted, they
refuse to acknowledge both the behaviour
and the results. 

� Low self-esteem: The passive-aggressive
partner often feels that he or she is the one at
the receiving end, inadvertently playing the
victim card. These individuals often operate
out of a deep sense of insecurity, and they
persistently feed their negative emotions to
justify their actions, sometimes to the extent
of demeaning the partner in an attempt to
elevate themselves.

� Buried feelings of inadequacy and injus-
tice: Often words like ‘it’s-unfair’ can be pas-
sive aggressive person’s way of communicat-
ing that the spouse has some kind of unfair
advantage over them in a relationship. It
could be in career, relationships at work and
family, or kids. 
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Once you have identified a classical pattern
of passive aggression in your spouse, the most
critical step is to protect your and your partner’s
emotional wellbeing. The following few steps
can act as a crucial steppingstone in bringing
your relationship back to a healthy track.
� Accepting the situation: It’s painful to

accept that your spouse is operating within a
passive-aggressive pattern, especially,
because these individuals have a tendency to
manipulate your emotions by displaying sac-
rifices made by them in a relationship. They
usually go an extra length to prove that their
love for their spouse is unmatched. But if
you notice a concrete pattern in the sugar-
coated humiliation or purposeful withdrawal
to punish you, it’s time to trust your instincts
and accept the reality. 

� Identify the trigger: There is no excuse for
aggression and abuse of any form in a mar-
riage. However, knowing the reason for this
aggression can help you predict the behav-
iour pattern of your spouse. Also, sometimes
the issue can be as trivial as your spouse
fearing to hurt your feelings and thus, he or
she inadvertently finds an underhanded way
to express his or her dislike. Understanding
the triggers can minimize the potential dam-
age to your relationships.

� Don’t justify your spouse’s behaviour: The
chances are that you have been manipulated
enough in a relationship by now that you
tend to find flaws in you than in the spouse
who appears so nice and non-confrontation-
al. So, train yourself to stop inwardly justify-
ing or finding excuses for your spouse’s
unacceptable behaviour. 

� Stay calm and keep you anger in control:
It’s essential to keep a check on your emo-

tions, especially when the passive aggressive
spouse is acting up. If you can recognise trig-
gers of your own anger and get a control of
your reactions, you are less likely to get psy-
chologically manipulated or gaslighted by
the partner. 

� Establishing a healthy channel of commu-
nication: It is important to approach your
spouse with vulnerability and empathy as
passive aggressive individuals are hypersen-
sitive and often operate from low self-esteem
or sense of insecurity. You can help them by
wording their angry feelings in a way that it
doesn’t appear judgmental yet factual. Share
with your spouse how his or her behaviour
hurts you but do it without placing the
blame on them. 

� Set healthy boundaries and ground rules:
It hurts deeply to accept that your spouse
might not have your best interest in mind
always. However, it is important to set
boundaries to protect yourself from any
form of emotional or physical abuse. By
drawing a clear list of acceptable and unac-
ceptable behaviour might help you and your
partner identify the patterns you’ve been
experiencing. Also, setup consequences for
the next time he or she does the same thing
and don’t back down if they demean you. 

� Seek help of a marriage therapist: It never
hurts to seek help of a good marriage thera-
pist. With the right approach and profession-
al support, you can overcome passive-
aggressive patterns and manipulations in a
relationship to build a happier, healthier
marriage together. 
However, even after repetitive efforts at

your end, if your partner still believes that
you are at fault, in that case, you might be
forced to take the tough decision of saving
yourself from any form of emotional abuse. If
despite all your love and patience your part-
ner is persistently falling back to his or her
old ways of demeaning you or manipulating
you, or they refuse to seek help, it’s time to
walk out of a relationship that is ruining you
(and your partner) inside out. Because mar-
riage should not be about turning yourself
inside out, it should also be about loving
yourself and defining your own worth in a
relationship, and it can only happen when the
boundaries about what is acceptable and not
are defined clearly for both the partners. And
if something unacceptable still finds its way
into your marriage, time and again, despite all
your efforts, perhaps walking away from a
relationship would be a better idea. Because
these episodes of withdrawal, aggression,
abuse and manipulation are a double-edged
sword that wounds you and your partner, too.
So, before you fall out of love with yourself
and with your partner seek help.

The writer is an engineer-turned-headhunter.
That Night, published by Penguin,

is her debut novel
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The formation and the
break-up of a society deter-
mine the consequences of a

radical shift in external forces.
For instance, the negligible say of
women in the USA before the
1800s prompted women leaders
to band together to promote a
new, separate women’s rights
movement and change the direc-
tion of Abolitionist Movement of
the 1830s. 

Generations upon genera-
tions, the gender equality
rhetoric has filled the gap of
responsibilities and rights
through gradual and profound
movements around the globe.
However, the 21st-century demo-
graphic picture is still blurry for
women, which face constant
denial of individual rights and
powers. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has
been the greatest peacetime dis-
ruptor of years of progress in
demographics of the society,
especially in India, where there
only 943 females per 1000 males.
Moreover, in 2020, India ranked
at 189th position out of 201
countries in terms of female to
male ratio. In a society where
77% of parents prefer a male
child over a female, this dispro-
portion in the gender ratio has
had profound implications in the
lives of an average Indian woman
during the pandemic.
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With only 66% women liter-
ate as compared to 83% men in
India, the social awareness
among women is at the lowest,
which makes them incapable of
voicing their power against
domestic abuse. Indian women
filed more domestic violence
complaints than recorded in a
similar period in the last 10
years. But even this unusual
spurt is only the tip of the ice-
berg as 86% of women who expe-
rience domestic violence do not
seek help in India. Social isola-
tion amid the pandemic has also
caused circumstances where vic-
tims and aggressors cannot sepa-
rate, and there are fewer options

for women to escape their condi-
tions, especially in the rural
regions. 

Despite this fact, post first
wave, India saw a nearly three-
fold increase in cases pertaining
to divorce and child custody
being filed. From an average of
1,280 cases in a month, their
numbers went up to it 3,480 dur-
ing the lockdown. This has
placed them in a situation
where they have to face social
denial and the increased 
financial burden of their child
individually.
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A study by McKinsey found
mothers are more than three
times as likely, compared with
fathers, to meet the majority of
the demands for housework and
caregiving during the pandemic.
In addition, they are more
than one and a half times as
likely as fathers to spend three
or more hours per day on these
activities.

This “second shift” is where
women complete their day of
paid work and then spend anoth-
er full shift doing work at home
supporting children, families and
at-home tasks. This dynamic has
been exacerbated by the limits
and lockdowns associated with
the pandemic.

Naturally, this has brought
detrimental effects on the men-
tal fitness of working women,
which constitutes 21% of the
total workforce in India.
According to a LinkedIn survey,
the pandemic is taking a toll on
the emotional well-being of
India’s working women as 47%
report they are experiencing
more stress. For men, this num-
ber stood at 38%, pointing
towards a disproportionate
impact on women.
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Female job loss rates due to

Covid-19 are about 1.8 times
higher than male job loss rates
globally, at 5.7% versus 3.1%
respectively. Moreover, 4.5% of

women’s employment is at risk in
the pandemic globally, compared
with 3.8% of men’s employment.
This is because women are over-
represented in industries that are
likely to experience the greatest

declines because of the pandemic.
These include hospitality and
foodservice, retail, education and
manufacturing.

As a direct consequence, the
pandemic will push 96 million

people into extreme poverty by
2021, 47 millions of whom are
women and girls, widening the
gender poverty gap.
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In India, women-owned a lit-
tle over 20% of all micro, small
and medium businesses compared
to nearly 80% among men in
FY21. The crisis has made family
resources scarce for women, such
as financial capital to invest in
businesses or digital devices that
families must now share as chil-
dren’s schooling has gone online.
This has brought a disproportion-
ate impact on female entrepre-
neurship, including women-
owned microenterprises in devel-
oping countries like India
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The cascading effect of pan-

demic-induced economic insecu-
rity is not just the income losses
but also the rippling effect of
years of education denied to
women and girls. Impacts on edu-
cation and employment have
long-lasting consequences that, if
unaddressed, will reverse hard-
won gains in gender equality. 

According to a UNESCO esti-
mate, a total of 11 million girls
may leave school by the end of the
Covid crisis; evidence from previ-
ous crises suggests that many will
not return. 

Lack of education and eco-
nomic insecurity also increases
the risk of gender-based violence.
Without sufficient economic
resources, women are unable to
escape abusive partners and face a
greater threat of sexual exploita-
tion, trafficking and teen preg-
nancy. 

These consequences won’t
disappear when the pandemic
subsides: women and girls are
likely to experience long-term set-

backs in workforce participation
and income. The fallout will be
most severe for the most vulnera-
ble women, those who are rarely
in the headlines: migrant workers,
refugees, marginalised racial and
ethnic groups, single-parent
households, youth and the poor-
est of the poor.
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The challenge is huge but the

cause is even gargantuan. Direct
interventions are needed to draw
an inflection point in the current
demographic status to bring a
fundamental change down the
line. This mandates addressing
attitudinal biases. Any drive
toward gender parity arguably
starts with efforts to change
entrenched, widespread attitudes
about women’s role in society.
This is an extremely difficult and
complex challenge that will
require all stakeholders to play a
sustained part over the long
term.

Addressing unpaid child care
cannot be overstated. There is an
immediate requirement of reduc-
ing the gender imbalance in
responsibility for care. This
involves employer- or state-fund-
ed provision of childcare or tax
policies that encourage both
spouses to work and a profession-
alised childcare industry, with
public-financing support to
enable women to work and create
employment for others

Interventions are also
required to address digital and
financial inclusion. Closing the
gender gap in digital inclusion is
an urgent priority in the pandem-
ic. This involves a special focus on
women-owned enterprises under
the stimulus programmers. Tax
burdens should be eased and
where possible, governments
should source food, personal pro-
tection equipment, and other
essential supplies from women-
led businesses.

Mehta is a consultant in
Market Entry, Innovation & Public

Policy and Goel is a researcher
with interest in public policy,

international business and
capital markets

With the tragic sec-
ond wave of
Covid-19 in India
done and dusted,
malls and restau-

rants in cities are once again
thronging with customers.
However, in rural India the devas-
tating effect of Covid-19 this time
round has been so grave that the
mood there might take far longer
to pick up. 

By May 2021, one in every two
cases was in India’s rural areas,
while states like Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan had 75% of their cases in
rural areas. Exposing the weakness
of the public healthcare system,
rural India only had 40% of the
beds in the country even when it
is home to 70% of India’s popula-
tion. In fact the number of hospi-
tal beds per 10000 population
between 2010 and 2020 reduced
from 9 to 5.

I spent much of last month
leading the philanthropic effort of
a consortium of partners to estab-
lish more Covid care facilities in
rural parts of India. It has been
challenging to raise funds for Covid
relief in the second wave as chari-
table funds for health care in India
have dried up while government
regulations have clamped down on
international funds coming in to
the NGOs in the country. 

Secondly, given the intensity of
this wave, only ICU beds or at least
beds equipped with oxygen con-
centrators were mostly needed in
the second wave, pushing up the
effort and cost of equipment pro-
curement. Thirdly, many individ-
uals and organisations including
established not-for-profits were no
longer contributing to the cause
voluntarily but instead leveraged
the desperate situation of the sec-
ond wave to make a buck. 

Nonetheless with the support
of local NGO iBihar and its founder
Anis Bari, the sustained efforts of
Anant National University, besides
my own firm Sustain Labs, we
managed to establish 13 Covid care
facilities in rural Bihar. 

It is indeed easy and not incor-
rect to blame the government as
state governments with higher
expenditure on health had lower
confirmed cases of Covid.
However, at a time when the gov-
ernment has demonstrated sub-
stantial inertia in effectively man-
aging the pandemic in the country,
the civil society must (and has!)
step up. With management exper-
tise, wide distribution networks in
the country, human resources at
disposal, the private sector has an
especially strong role to play in dis-
aster management in rural India.
Corporations hold enormous influ-
ence within their domains and
communities around their factories
and depots that are often located in
remote or rural areas. In this con-
text, government effectiveness in
rural areas can thus be strength-
ened by leveraging existing private

sector capacities, reach and core
competencies. 

There is a need to emphasize
greater market driven ways for the
private sector to support rural
development in India, during and
beyond disasters. A balanced
approach to driving market driven
rural development strategies ensure
that the development is sustained
as stakeholders see incentives to do
so. CSR funds alone, on the other
hand, are undependable as it runs
dry exactly at the time of socio-eco-
nomic crisis such as the current
pandemic, which is ironically when
it is most needed.

There are at least three ways
that the private sector can play a
central role in managing disasters
better in rural India. 

First, through the investments
they make and the decisions they
take, companies directly impact the

world around us. Establishing mar-
kets in rural regions and offering
affordable products and services to
rural India is a market opportuni-
ty. For example, Visaka Industries
Limited is a Hyderabad based
diversified company that manufac-
tures asbestos cement roofing
sheets, building products and tex-
tile yarn, in ways that established
it as a primarily green business.
Further, 90% of Visaka’s asbestos
sheets, 30% of VBoard products,
and 20% of its ATUM solar roof-
ing are sold in rural and semi-
urban parts of the country, thus
enhancing the quality of life of rural
communities. 

Similarly, ICICI too has a sub-
stantial rural presence. 650 of
ICICI’s rural branches are in pre-
viously unbanked villages and
which also promote entrepreneur-
ship among women by developing

tailored financing and loan options
catering to rural India. During dis-
asters such as the ongoing pandem-
ic, the reach and institutionalised
presence of companies in these
rural areas are of paramount
importance for providing sustained
livelihood and disaster relief to peo-
ple.

Secondly, rural India still needs
to be better connected to cities via
roads, highways, and also telecom-
munications. Goods for relief work
(and beyond) need to be transport-
ed by roads to villages and this
becomes difficult to do if road
infrastructure is inadequate. Until
June this year we also saw that the
vaccination distribution exclusive-
ly relied on a digital portal for
booking vaccination slots for a sig-
nificant population of the country,
which became an impediment for
India to achieve universal immu-

nisation. Ultimately on June 2,
2021, the Supreme Court asked the
government to explain how the use
of the CoWin app for booking slots
is going to overcome the digital
divide in rural and urban India, fol-
lowing which offline channels of
vaccine booking were introduced.
This again is an opportunity for the
private sector to step in and build
physical and digital infrastructure
that connects rural India better to
the rest of the country. Indeed the
government needs to also prioritise
the development of infrastructure
projects, make approvals more
efficient, besides tightening quali-
ty control.   

Third, we need more public
private partnerships. Disasters by
themselves are beyond anyone’s
control. However, the preparation
and response to them can be man-
aged so that the human and eco-
nomic losses can be minimised or
eliminated. This is why, whereas
states have the overall responsibil-
ity to drive disaster recovery and
mitigation efforts it must be under-
stood as a shared task between the
government and relevant stake-
holders. Currently the Indian pri-
vate sector provides disaster sup-
port in a less systematic and more
ad-hoc manner. Far more strategic
and planned partnerships between
the government and the private sec-
tor for rural development and dis-
aster mitigation and recovery
remains an area for improvement.

If more private companies per-
ceive rural development during and
beyond disasters as a market invest-
ment, instead of an evangelist or
missionary ad-hoc project alone,
we will be able to better support our
rural regions and not lose as many
lives during disasters.

The writer is the CEO of
Sustain Labs, a company that

transforms companies towards
being sustainable and profitable.

She is the author of Indian
Instincts: Essays on Freedom &
Equality in India, and a Global
Leadership Fellow at the World

Economic Forum
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For a country as populated as

ours, where a large section
struggles to make a decent liv-
ing, access to basic education
still remains a privilege.
However, there exists an inher-
ent paradox where even a good
percentage of the educated
population find it difficult to
have gainful and stable employ-
ment. So, given this paradox,
how do we expect 
that educating the underpriv-
ileged lot will somehow help
them in finding a better 
livelihood?

But before making an
attempt to decipher the under-
lying code behind this paradox,
we need to dig a little deeper
beneath the surface to come up
with an answer to this question.

Who exactly are the stake-
holders that tend to benefit
most out of the current educa-
tion system?

All the educational insti-
tutes usually serve the purpose
of signalling certain qualities
like intelligence, diligence,
compliance, and conformity
to potential employers. As a
result, there is a widespread
clamour among students to get
themselves validated through a
paper degree as it presumably
increases the chances of land-
ing a well-paying job.

Therefore, as long as we
don’t find any fault in sub-
scribing to a free market doc-
trine, only skills and experi-
ences that are directly con-
vertible to income are consid-
ered useful. As a consequence,
the need for the education
system to make itself suffi-
ciently market aligned has

always managed to remain the
top priority, where institutes
keep thriving by serving as a
certification agency. As long as
both the stakeholders (stu-
dents and institutes) 
are happy with this arrange-
ment, the 20th-century educa-
tional ecosystem will keep
haunting us even in 
the 21st century.

Whereas the third stake-
holder (parents) doesn’t seem
to bother much about the pre-
sent education system, pri-
marily because they them-
selves are a product of that sys-
tem. Besides, in India, the
sense of pride associated with
raising an academically excep-
tional child is something diffi-
cult to express in words. It is the
ultimate validation to prove
their worth as successful par-
ents. It helps parents in cover-
ing every other possible flaws
in their parenting. Not only
that, but it also gives them a
false sense of assurance that
their children will eventually
become an overachiever in
actual life.

The false promise!
Now given this ground

reality, the more we see change
around this system, the more
they seem to remain the same.
And that seems to be true for
the growth in EdTech plat-
forms. All the changes intro-
duced so far in the education
ecosystem remind us of the
earlier models of coaching cen-
tres that held a promise of a
better tomorrow if you could
afford their fees.

However, despite these
apparent shortcomings, the

media is never tired of cele-
brating the success of EdTech
initiatives that are nothing but
a rehash of the same old wine
in the shinier bottle. The con-
tent and delivery by most of
these EdTech platforms are
woefully dated, with a mini-
mum collaboration, participa-
tion, and feedback from stu-
dents.

Now given the widespread
celebration in media, there is a
temptation to accept education
as a potent investment oppor-
tunity for people with deep
pockets. Given the poor qual-
ity associated with most forms
of public education, people, in
general, have been conditioned
to accept the association of
good quality education at a
cost. As a result, there is no
dearth of institutes claiming to
offer the same.

As an integral part of tar-

geting the gullible parents and
students, there is a deliberate
attempt from these EdTech
entities with deep pockets to
sell their product as something
very essential for the success of
students — an unsubstantiat-
ed claim sold as 
gospel truth.

Celebrity endorsement is
another potent method to cap-
ture the attention of insecure
parents. These insecure parents
are made to feel guilty if they
dare to deny their kids “the key
to success” on financial
grounds. There is a lot of
unnecessary noise created in
the media about the potency of
their life-altering products and
courses. A kid as young as 5
years is not spared from their
tempting media campaigns.

Is there a way to weed out
these outright commercial enti-
ties occupying the educational

space?
In the era of low-cost inter-

net, the availability of good
quality free content has never
been in question. It’s the con-
comitant contextual under-
standing and subsequent fol-
low-up lectures that make the
whole difference. You can’t
expect a student with limited
working knowledge of English
to comprehend a two-hour
lecture by Harvard faculty on
quantum physics.

So, what’s the solution?
Given the kind of com-

plexity inherent in the problem,
the solution needs to incorpo-
rate the seemingly conflicting
interest of different stakehold-
ers into account. Therefore, it
wouldn’t make sense to come
up with one size solution that
fits everyone.

It’s important to embrace
the true potential of EdTech. It’s

not just about reformatting
books into pdf or teaching
remotely, it’s also about using
tech to deliver brand-new
learning architecture, 
opening up the world of edu-
cation to new audiences, boost-
ing student engagement, while
cutting costs to improve access
for all.

There is no denying that
the pre-university generation is
digital natives; they favour
individual expression and per-
sonalisation to such an extent
that they expect to resolve all
of life’s problems with the
device in the palm of their
hands. They don’t mind being
bombarded with information
via social media.

Therefore, there is a need
to go straight to the heart of
social media, where Gen Z
spends a lot of time. EdTech
platforms need to find a way to

cut through the noise and
reach students across the social
divides who could be given the
needed support.

In the name of online class-
es whatever is being done with
books and whiteboard can
merely be termed as a good
start especially for visual learn-
ers, but can’t be termed as a
technological revolution in the
education space by any stretch
of the imagination. Because a
forward-looking twenty-first-
century education envisages
more than exposing students to
audio-visual content. Here
every learner is expected to col-
laborate, communicate, be cre-
ative and think critically to
solve problems!

We need to prepare stu-
dents to work in teams,
exchange ideas with peers who
may be in different geogra-
phies. The students are expect-
ed to find solutions by think-
ing out of the box with the
world of information at their
fingertips. We need to outgrow
the mentality of spoon-feeding,
and allow children to learn for
themselves and be there to sup-
port them as a facilitator.

Till we succeed in bringing
these much-needed changes
within the existing ecosystem,
the promise of gaining a better
livelihood after going through
the pain of years of formal edu-
cation will eventually turn out
to be a hollow one.

(The writer is an educator,
former IRS officer & author of
upcoming book “The 
Current Perspective on INDIAN
ECONOMY.”)

South Sudan became the
world’s youngest nation on

July 9, 2011. The birth of the
Republic of South Sudan was
the culmination of six years of
peace process that began with
the signing of the
Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA) in 2005.
With the signing of the CPA,
the war between the South
and the North Sudan came to
an end and the peace deal,
known as the Naivasha
Agreement between Khartoum
Central Government and the
Sudan People’s Liberation
Army/Movement (SPLA/M),
led to a historic referendum
which took place in Southern
Sudan between January 9 and
15 in 2011. 

The main purpose of the
referendum was to decide
whether the region should
continue to remain a part of
Sudan or become indepen-
dent. However, a simultaneous
referendum that was supposed
to be held in the Abyei region
on whether to join South
Sudan could not take place due
to massive violence. The
Referendum Commission pub-
lished the results of the refer-
endum on February 7, 2011,
which showed more than 98.83
per cent people voted in favour
of separation from the main-
land Sudan.

South Sudan’s partition
from Sudan was predicted long
ago. Interestingly, this part of
Sudan was experiencing unrest
for nearly six decades before its
Independence. Omar al-Bashir,
then President of Sudan and a
former army veteran, who ruled
the country from 1989 to 2019,
indeed talked about the right of
South Sudan to secede from the
mainland. Once a powerful
strongman who ruled one of
Africa’s largest nations with an
iron fist, Bashir commented
that the referendum for South
Sudan was helpful as he
believed “unity could not be
forced by power”. However,
then he was of the opinion that
secession was not the answer
for bringing an end to the
myriad of problems of South
Sudan. He had said, “The sta-
bility of the South is very
important to us because any
instability in the South will have
an impact on the north…The

South suffers from many prob-
lems. It’s been at war since 1959.
The South does not have the
ability to provide for its citizens
or create a state or authority”. 

The brutal man, who ruled
his country for three decades
and having the scar of carrying
genocide in Darfur, almost
turned his words prophetic
over the newly independent
South Sudan. As of this date,
Juba is fervently struggling for
peace, stability and unity. 

This month the country is
celebrating its first decade of
Independence, but there is not
much to rejoice. Since its sep-
aration from mainland Sudan,
it has been experiencing con-
tinued violence, endemic cor-
ruption, poverty and underde-
velopment. South Sudan is
located in the northern and
eastern hemisphere of the plan-
et earth. It is bordered by six
other African nations — Sudan
to the north, Ethiopia to the
east, Kenya to the south-east,
Uganda to the south, the
Democratic Republic of Congo
to the south-west and Central
African Republic to the west.
The country has been under-
going a number of significant
changes since 2011. At its birth,
South Sudan had only 10
provincial States, but in 2015,
it was divided into 15. In 2017,
the country was further made
into 32 provinces purely based
on ethnic lines. However, after
three years of running a trou-
bled Government and signing
of a peace treaty in February
2020, the South Sudanese Civil
War came to an end. And with
this, Juba decided to roll back
the ethnic divisions of States
created in 2017 and reverted to
the earlier system of 10 States.

How the Civil War began
in South Sudan? The two titans
— Salva Kiir, the President, and
Riek Machar, the former Vice
President, were fighting to
claim their rights over the
fragile nation. This conflict
started just after two years of
the country’s Independence
from the mainland Sudan. The
vast majority (over 80 per
cent) of the people fleeing
South Sudan in the past are
women and children. And
sadly, children make up to the
63 per cent of the total South
Sudanese refugees during the

country’s recent Civil War that
lasted between December 15,
2013 and February 22, 2020,
covering a period of nearly six
years, two months and one
week. Since the Civil War
erupted, nearly 400,000 people
have been killed and over 2.3
million became refugees and
asylum seekers.

In November 2013,
President Kiir, from the Dinka
ethnic group, dismissed
Machar who belonged to the
Nuer group of South Sudan.
Following the rumours of a
possible coup, the President
immediately replaced the
members of the Army and the
Government. He added fuel to
the fire by dismissing all the
main organs of the Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement
(SPLM), citing that their time
in office had expired. Further,
massive violence sparked
between the armed groups of
Kiir and Machar, when the
President accused the latter of
plotting a coup against him in
December 2013. Gradually, the
violence took an ethnic turn by
dividing and arming militias
and villagers belonging to the
Dinka and Nuer groups. There
have also been allegations by
both sides of crimes against
humanity, including rape,
extra-judicial killings, abduc-
tions, torture and the use of
child soldiers in the war.

How has the UN respond-
ed to the crisis so far? As large
swaths of South Sudan are fac-
ing violence against civilians,
particularly children and
women, the UN peacekeeping
mission in the country known
as United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS) is
establishing a number of camps
to protect the victims. Nicholas
Haysom, the UN Secretary
General’s Special
Representative for South Sudan
briefed the UN Security
Council about the current sit-
uation on June 21, 2021. In his
briefing he said: “I would like
to highlight the pervasive inse-
curity, in particular inter-
communal violence, which
continues to obstruct the real-
isation of a durable and sus-
tainable peace in South Sudan.
This year more than 80 per
cent of the civilian casualties
were attributed to inter-com-

munal violence and commu-
nity-based militias”. Therefore,
the UNMISS has a turbulent
road ahead in South Sudan.

What is the latest peace
deal? On September 12, 2018,
President Kiir and Vice-
President-turned rebel leader
Machar signed a renewed peace
agreement to put an end to the
five-year long ethnic war in
South Sudan. The agreement
known as the Revitalised
Agreement on the Resolution of
the Conflict of the Republic of
South Sudan (R-ARCSS) was
nothing new and indeed built
upon a previous peace deal
signed by both the leaders. It’s
a renewed peace process as
both these rebels have come
across a number of negotiations
in the past. But then all of them
failed as both the parties keep
violating the terms for strength-
ening their own militias. The R-
ARCSS envisioned an eight-
month “pre-transitional period”
that focussed largely on stabil-
ising the security situation of
the country. After eight months,
the agreement stipulates the
starting of another eight month
“transitional period” when the
country would be led by a
“Unity Government” with Kiir
as President and Machar as

Vice President. Needless to say,
that the proposed Unity
Government structure resem-
bles the Agreement on the
Resolution of the Conflict of the
Republic of South Sudan
(ARCSS) signed on August 17,
2015. Even under that agree-
ment, Machar was supposed to
be appointed as the Vice
President of the country. But
unfortunately, the formation
of that Government was
delayed till April 2016 as
Machar refused to travel to the
Capital city, fearing for his
security and life. Eventually,
fierce fighting between 
the two groups began in the
summer of 2016 in Juba and
Machar had to leave as wide-
spread violence engulfed the
entire country.

A UN Report highlighted
that the slow implementation
of the revitalised peace accord
may push the country again
into a chaos. Experts on Africa
say that political, ethnic and
military divisions are growing
across South Sudan. The par-
ties and factions that signed the
peace deal are again fighting in
many places. Also, the UN says
that nearly 100,000 people are
facing famine like situations in
the war-torn nation. 

Even barely a year after
signing the peace deal in 2019,
South Sudan’s National Security
Service recruited a force of
10,000 fighters in President
Kiir’s stronghold. These were all
apparently violating the peace
accord. The Kiir administration
is taking very little interest in
following the terms and con-
ditions of the deal. Sadly, an
often-overlooked conflict, the
South Sudanese civil war has
already taken the lives of more
than 400,000 people so far.
Violence, disease and dire
scarcity mar this land-locked
country in East Central Africa
even after a decade of its
Independence. Women and
children are largely bearing
the brunt of the violence. 

However, the 10th anniver-
sary of South Sudan’s historic
achievement of Independence
provides an opportunity to
inject fresh initiatives to the
ongoing peace process. The
idea is to bring back peace, sta-
bility and growth that all South
Sudanese people deserve today.
Notwithstanding the recent
signs of tranquillity, the over-
all implementation of the revi-
talised agreement is abysmal-
ly slow. Nevertheless, the fee-
ble and almost paralysed insti-

tutions of State governance
throughout South Sudan have
directly helped the perpetrators
of violence to exploit the exist-
ing perennial ethnic and com-
munal cleavages. Entrenched
insecurity has prevented the
regular cultivation and herd
rearing practices of the tradi-
tional communities in the
countryside leading to food
shortage and famine. 

Above all, the global
Covid-19 pandemic and a con-
tinued economic downturn
are deteriorating the current
state of affairs in South Sudan.
The weakened law and order
and rising criminal networks
are making huge roadblocks in
bringing peace back. It is time
for Kiir and Machar to rebuild
the newest nation of the world
once again. Let Juba jubiliate!

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal 
of Global Studies, an interna-
tional research journal)
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One of friends based in the US,
seeking clarification on interrela-
tion between thought process and

planetary placements in a horoscope,
wrote: “Everyone has positive as well as
negative thoughts. I believe that good
planets excite positive thoughts. Often,
bad planets supersede the influence of
good planets and breed negative
thoughts. Is there any astrological remedy
to contain undesirable thoughts? Does
counselling help?” As thought trends
have bearing on our quality of life, the
question deserves attention.

You need to change your perception,
I replied. Planets are not doers in their
own right. They won’t define your
thought process. Planets are respectively
marked with energy streams of a particu-
lar character passing through different
regions in the cosmos, with the said plan-
et in the centre. And, energy doesn’t have
its own drive. It will work accordingly as
it is applied or responded to. It is some-
thing like electrical energy, which could
equally activate a heating element as well
as an air conditioner. Similarly, planetary
emissions will influence a being, accord-
ing as an individual mind is inherently
framed. There is nothing like a good or

bad planet. All planets have to play their
part in carrying on the life cycle, and are
available in equal proportion to all. They
lack the discriminatory ability necessary
to differentiate one person from the other
to offer varying influence. So, there is no
scope for having astrological remedy to
manage your thought process. 

The world is a unified organism,
where all existences are inseparably
framed into an interdependent mecha-
nism. There has to be correspondence
among all field players, including human
beings. What goes inside the mind, can’t
be read by others. But planetary motions
can be calculated. Based on the principle
of correspondence, a look into planetary
alignment offers ground to have an
insight into your thought trends.
Knowing which, you can take corrective
measures by self-educating yourself, and
then redefine your thought process.

Here, a look into how thought
process works, becomes imperative.
Every individual is born with a stockpile
of thought seeds in mind, coming as it
may as Karmic carryover from the past.
The imprints of the skill sets you develop,
good or bad experiences one would have
had, habits and attitudes inculcated dur-

ing life time and unfulfilled desires if any,
get carried over to the next life in the
form of thought seeds. These memory
imprints set the premise on which your
thought process moves — desire trends,
likes & dislikes; prejudices & obsessions;
and passions. Accordingly, one sets the
goal of life and responds to the situations

Coming to the chemistry of mind,
the karmic imprints involuntarily develop
individual specific belief pattern. As and
when congenial ground becomes avail-
able, the belief system comes into active
play. Accordingly, you make choices in
life. The belief system excites desire
trends, which when gravitate after pro-
cessing in mind, turn into thoughts, that
translate into actions. And every action
has consequences, good or bad, depend-
ing on the content and character of the
thoughts driving the mind. Evidently, one
does not wish to invite bad consequences.

To overcome this vulnerability,
human beings are empowered with an
exclusive privilege to guide one’s actions
by choice and discrimination. The dis-
criminatory ability, however, doesn’t play
out involuntarily. You need to consciously
invoke it for due diligence before taking
any call. The paradox, however, is that

more often one’s ahamkara (ego con-
sciousness) identifies itself with the
inherent mind-trend. It takes things on
its face value, as if that would be its end
game. Also, it gets drawn towards tempt-
ing influences of the seeming world and
accordingly sets its dream destination. In
the process, it fails to utilise its empower-
ment tool, and evidently to its detriment.

Your empowerment tool enjoins
upon you with the capability to observe
and evaluate your thought process.
Applying this privilege, you could reflect,
identify and acknowledge your thought
trends, and make necessary corrections.
But more often ahamkara doesn’t let you
identify your own fault lines. Here comes
the role of a Guru, who shows your mir-
ror image and then counsels you how to
give a positive turn to the mind. Life may
then turn into a beautiful experience.

So goes the saying: “Watch your
thoughts, they become words; words
translate into action; action turns into
habit; habit develops your character; and
character defines your destiny.
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