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As the world battles the
Covid-19 pandemic, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday called for “One Earth,
One Health,” in apparent ref-
erence to collective effort to
meet the challenge and equi-
table distribution of resources.
He made this appeal while
participating in the virtual
ongoing G-7 summit in United
Kingdom.

With the world now
urgently needing vaccine to
combat the pandemic, French
President Emmanuel Macron
favoured unhindered raw
material supplies to countries
like to India to produce vaccine
in large numbers, sources said.

Chancellor Angela Merkel
specifically referred to PM’s
mantra and conveyed strong
support, news agency ANI
quoted  GoI sources as saying.

Australian PM Scott
Morisson referred to his dis-
cussions with PM Modi earli-
er about TRIPS waiver and
conveyed strong support of
Australia.

Modi also spoke on ways to
come out of the pandemic at
the earliest. He addressed the

outreach session on Saturday
and will speak again on Sunday
morning.

He was invited to attend
the summit by British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson.  Given
the situation at home, Modi
opted to participate in the
prestigious meet virtually. 

Modi had taken part in this
event in 2019 when France
chaired the G-7.  India partic-
ipated then as a “Goodwill
Partner” and Modi participat-
ed in the sessions on “Climate,
Biodiversity and Oceans” and
“Digital Transformation”.

During the ongoing sum-
mit at Cromwall, Modi will vir-
tually take part in three sessions
on the themes “Building Back

Stronger”, “Building Back
Together” and “Building Back
Greener”.

Meanwhile, according to
news agency AP, the United
States plans to push democra-
tic allies to publicly call out
China for forced labour prac-
tices as the Group of Seven
leaders gathered at a summit
where they will also unveil an
infrastructure plan meant to
compete with Beijing’s efforts
in the developing world.

The provocative proposal is
part of President Joe Biden’s
escalating campaign to get fel-
low democratic leaders to pre-
sent a more unified front to
compete economically with
China in the century ahead,
according to two senior admin-
istration officials who briefed
reporters on the condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorised to discuss the
plans for the seaside summit
publicly.

The officials said Biden
wanted G-7 leaders to speak
out in a single voice against
forced labour practices target-
ing Uyghur Muslims and other
ethnic minorities. Biden hopes
the denunciation will be part of
the joint communique released

at the summit’s end, but some
European allies have been
reluctant to so forcefully split
with Beijing. It may not be clear
until the three-day summit
ends on Sunday whether the
leaders will take that step.

The wealthy nations’ lead-
ers were all smiles and unity as
they were welcomed to the
summit on Friday by British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
on the freshly raked sand of
Carbis Bay in southwest
England for their first gather-
ing since 2019.

Last year’s gathering was
cancelled because of Covid-19,
and recovery from the pan-
demic is dominating this year’s
discussions, with members of
the wealthy democracies’ club
expected to commit to sharing
at least 1 billion vaccine shots
with struggling countries.

China also loomed large
over the meeting on the crag-
gy coast of Cornwall. Biden’s
proposed critique of China’s
labour practices was to be
raised as the allies unveil an
infrastructure proposal dubbed
“Build Back Better for the
World,” a name that echoes the
slogan of Biden’s poll 
campaign.
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Megha Rajagopalan, an
Indian-origin journalist,

along with two contributors has
won the Pulitzer Prize for
innovative investigative reports
that exposed a vast infrastruc-
ture of prisons and mass
internment camps secretly built
by China for detaining hun-
dreds of thousands of Muslims
in its restive Xinjiang region.

Rajagopalan from
BuzzFeed News is among two
Indian-origin journalists who
won the US’ top journalism
award on Friday.

Tampa Bay Times’ Neil
Bedi won for local reporting.
Bedi along with Kathleen
McGrory has been awarded the
prize for the series exposing a
Sheriff ’s Office initiative that
used computer modelling to
identify people believed to be
future crime suspects. About
1,000 people were monitored
under the programme, includ-
ing children. Bedi is an inves-
tigative reporter for the Tampa
Bay Times. 

“What Kathleen and Neil
unearthed in Pasco County
has had a profound impact on
the community,” said Mark
Katches, Times executive edi-
tor. “This is what the best
investigative journalism can
do and why it is so 
essential.”

Rajagopalan’s Xinjiang
series won the Pulitzer Prize in
the International category.
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The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) has been waived for

two critical drugs against
Covid-19 and black fungus
Tocilizumab and Amphotericin
B.  Tax rates have been reduced
to 5 per cent on 14 major pan-
demic relief goods, including
testing kits and hand sanitisers,
from prevailing rates in the
range of 12 per cent and 18 per
cent. 

The 44th GST Council
meeting on Saturday also
decided to slash tax rates on
medicines and equipment used
for the treatment of 
Covid-19

A notification to this effect
will be issued within a day or
two. The 5 per cent GST levied
on vaccines was left unchanged,
following the recent changes in
the country’s vaccine procure-
ment strategy that puts the
Union government in charge of
augmenting supplies.  

The reduced rates, which
Revenue Secretary Tarun Bajaj
said were aimed at providing
some succour to the people
amid the pandemic, will
remain effective till September

30, but could be extended fur-
ther based on later assess-
ments.  The decision to slash
tax rates was based on a rec-
ommendation of a Group of
Ministers, headed by
Meghalaya Deputy Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma, and
would remain effective till
September 30, 2021. 

The GST rate on COVID-
19 drug Tocilizumab and black
fungus medicine Amphotericin
B will be reduced to nil from

the existing 5 per cent. The
GST rate on Remdesivir and
anticoagulants like Heparin is
lowered from 12 per cent to 5
per cent. The GST rate on
ambulances has been cut to 12
per cent from 28 per cent. Tax
on medical grade oxygen, oxy-
gen concentrator (including
personal imports), ventilators,
BiPAP machines and high flow
nasal cannula (HFNC) devices
has been cut to 5 per cent from
12 per cent.
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At a time when the people,
at least in the urban areas

are hankering for the Covid-19
vaccines to protect themselves
from deadly virus,
Government data shows that
only 17 per cent of the 1.85
crore doses were utilised by
private hospitals last month,
leaving a massive stock 
unused.

As per the Union Health
Ministry statement issued ear-
lier this month, a total of 7.4
crore doses were made avail-
able across the country in May,
out of which 1.85 crore doses
were earmarked for private
hospitals. However, the
Government data showed that
only 22 lakh doses were
utilised.

Experts feel that the huge
stock lying with the private
hospitals could be due to the

high prices of vaccinations
and vaccine hesitancy. 
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The Government on
Saturday gave the nod for

declassification of war or mil-
itary operations’ histories to
provide people an authentic
account.  However, it has the
discretionary powers to with-
hold any information consid-
ered sensitive.

It means, some major
events like the India-China
war in 1962 chronicled in the
Henderson Brooks report will
not be made public as of now
and will remain classified,
sources said here.

Moreover, the new policy
for declassification before the
25 years cap will be for inter-

nal consumption first and later
a committee may decide to
publicly release whole or parts
of it, considering the sensitiv-
ity of the subject, officials said.

The requirement of having
war histories written with clear
cut policy on declassification of
war records was recommend-
ed by the Kargil Review
Committee, headed by K
Subrahmanyam, as well as NN
Vohra Committee in order to
analyse lessons learnt and pre-
vent future mistakes.

Giving details, officials
said Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh approved the policy on
archiving, declassification and
compilation of histories of wars
and operations by his 
Ministry.

The objective behind this
move was that timely publica-
tion of war histories will give
people an accurate account of
the events, provide authentic
material for academic research
and counter the unfounded
rumours, the Ministry said.
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The Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) and the Bahujan

Samaj Party (BSP) on Saturday
announced an alliance to con-
test the 2022 Punjab Assembly
elections together. An
announcement was made joint-
ly by SAD president Sukhbir
Badal and BSP national gener-
al secretary Satish Chandra
Mishra at the SAD head office
in Chandigarh. 

The SAD-BSP had entered
into an alliance long back for
the 1996 Lok Sabha polls and
won 11 out of 13 seats in
Punjab.

Terming the alliance as
historic, the SAD chief Sukhbir
Badal said it is not just limited

to the 2022 Assembly elections,
but would continue in future
also. Both the SAD and the BSP
have the same ideology and
have always worked for the wel-
fare of the farmers, 
poor and 
labourers.
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Amid the buzz of a Cabinet
reshuffle in the Narendra

Modi Government, the Janata
Dal(U), which is part of the
NDA at Centre and in the
Bihar Government, on
Saturday expected a
“respectable” share in the
Union Council of Ministers.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U) had opted out
from a Cabinet berth when the
NDA retained power in 2019.

“We are a part of the
NDA... All constituents deserve
a respectable share (in the
Modi Government,” JD(U)
chief RCP Singh told the media
in Patna on Saturday. 

After the exit of 18 MP-
strong Shiv Sena, JD(U) has
become the largest of BJP’s
allies in Parliament — 5 in the
the Rajya Sabha, and 16 in the
Lok Sabha. 

Continued on Page 2
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Denmark midfielder
Christian Eriksen was

taken to a hospital on Saturday
after collapsing on the field
during a match at the European
Championship.

The governing body of
European soccer said Eriksen
has been stabilised and the
Danish soccer federation said
he was awake.

“Christian Eriksen is awake
and is undergoing further
examinations at Rigshospitalet,”
the Danish federation wrote on
Twitter.

The Euro 2020 match
between Denmark and Finland
was suspended after Eriksen
was given urgent medical atten-
tion on the field 
near the end of the first 
half.

He was treated for about 10
minutes after collapsing. He
was then carried off on a
stretcher. 
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The State Government is
planning to begin an

unlock process in the districts
which are reporting low test
positivity rates (TPRs), said
Director of Health Services Dr
Bijay Mohapatra on Saturday.

In the wake of the second
Covid wave, the Government
had imposed lockdown from
May 5 to 14, which was first
extended up to June 1 and sub-
sequently to June 17.

With a steady fall in the
Covid-19 infection cases dur-
ing past several days, the
Government has started plan-
ning for a phased unlock.

Dr Mohapatra told the
media, “The districts have been
divided into three zones based
on their TPRs. One zone is hav-
ing TPR above 10 per cent,
another 5-10 per cent while the
third zone is having TPR less
than 5 per cent.”

The lockdown restrictions

are likely to be relaxed in the
districts having less than 5-per
cent infection rate while the
restrictions would continue in
the districts with 10-per cent or
more rate of infection, he said.
Necessary action would be
taken for the districts having
TPR of 5 to 10 per cent, he said.

Dr Mohapatra said a meet-
ing of top health officials would
be held soon to decide on the
unlock process after June 17.

The numbers of active
cases have drastically fallen in
western and southern districts.
But northern districts
Mayurbhanj and Baleswar and
costal Khordha, Cuttack, Puri,
Jagatsinghpur and Jajpur are
showing a rising number of
cases.

In the past one week, nine
districts, Ganjam, Subarnapur,
Kandhamal, Deogarh, Bargarh,
Gajapati, Sambalpur and
Balangir, reported TPR of less
than five per cent.

As many as 13 districts,

Bhadrak, Jajpur, Khordha,
Baleswar, Cuttack, Puri,
Dhenkanal, Kendrapada,
Mayurbhanj, Angul,
Sundargarh, Nayagarh and
Jagatsinghpur, have reported a
TPR of above 10 per cent dur-
ing past week.

The TRP was 5 to 10 per
cent in the districts of
Rayagada, Boudh,
Nabarangpur, Koraput,
Malkangiri, Keonjhar,
Kalahandi, Jharsuguda and
Nuapada.

While Bhadrak district
reported the highest TPR of
28.39 per cent during the week,
Ganjam reported the lowest of
2.6 per cent.

Commenting on the
increasing trend of Covid fatal-
ities during past few days in the
State, Dr Mohapatra said 62-
per cent patients are still in the
ICUs and on ventilator support.
Their health status would
decide the fatality graph in the
near future.
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Even though the Covid-19
positive cases continued to

decline in the State during the
last 24 hours, an all-time high
of 47 patients succumbed to the
disease in 17 districts, surging
the total death toll to 3,257, it
was reported on Saturday.

Khordha district reported
six casualties followed by
Cuttack with five, Angul and
Bargarh four each, Baleswar,
Bhadrak, Boudh, Dhenkanal,
Ganjam and Nayagarh three
each, Jagatsinghpur,
Kendrapada and Puri two each
and Balangir, Jajpur, Rayagada
and Sundargarh one each.

As regards positive cases,
the State registered 4,852 new
ones in the 30 districts and the
State pool during the past 24
hours, with which the total tally
increased to 8,47,313. Of the
new cases, 2,765 were from
quarantine and 2,087 were

local contact cases.
Again, Khordha district

reported the day’s maximum
649 cases followed by Cuttack
with 505, Jajpur 382, Baleswar
364, Kendrapada 287, Angul
275, Puri 237, Bhadrak 222,
Mayurbhanj 210, Jagatsinghpur
180, Sundargarh 157,
Dhenkanal 150, Nayagarh 136,
Nabarangpur 108, Rayagada
105. Keonjhar 96, Malkangiri
89, Koraput 88, Kandhamal 83,
Bargarh 61, Kalahandi 60,

Gajapati 48, Sambalpur 41,
Ganjam 40, Subarnapur 35,
Balangir 31, Nuapada 22,
Deogarh 20 and Jharsuguda 16.

Besides, 98 cases were
reported from the State pool.

The active cases in the
State stood at 62,515 while till
now 7,81,488 patients have
recovered. 

The State has so far tested
a total of 1,25,23,241 samples,
including 65,635 in the last 24
hours.
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State capital city
Bhubaneswar on Saturday

registered 439 new Covid-19
positive cases, with which its
total tally rose to 83,609.

Out of the new cases, 354
were local contact cases and 85
were quarantine 
cases.

The local contacts includ-
ed 25 cases in Nayapalli, 22 in
Patia, 20 in Dumduma, 18
each in Jharpada and
Khandagiri, 15 cases in
Patrapada, 13 in Laxmisagar, 12
in Badagada and nine in Unit-
8.

Currently, the active cases
stood at 5,088 in the city.

Meanwhile, four more per-
sons succumbed to the disease
in the city, mounting the total
death toll to 377.

However, 881 patients
recovered on the day, increas-
ing the total recoveries to
78,123.
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�I understand that you are reading a script. Is it for a new
project?

No-no. Wagle Ki Duniya- Nayi Peedhi, Naye Kissey
requires that we come up with a new storyline every day.
We have tried to ensure that none of the stories in the series
go beyond one episode. Out of the 78 episodes that have
aired till now, there have been only a couple that have run
into the second part. At the end of the day the creative writer
has to send the storyline for the next day. That is what keeps
me busy in the evenings.

�What are the challenges you are facing having to shoot
outside of Mumbai?

Wagle… as a show is all about daily trials and
tribulations of the common man, we never expected to be
at the resort, where we are shooting, for more than 15-29
days; it has now been 49 days. Then there is the whole thing
of creating daily stories. We have based our show on real-
life issues of the common man. To put out stories every day
is not an easy task. Also, it is not possible for a middle-class
family to afford to stay in the resort for such a long time.
We have to work around these constraints and bring out
the essence of the show that is all about morals, values,
emotions and principles.

�What makes Wagle Ki Duniya so popular?
The series is all about the common man and his trials

and travails. People sitting at home identify with what is
happening in Wagle’s world. People find a connection with
the actors and feel that what the characters are going through
in reel life is something that they face everyday —
problems at the workplace, kids have problems at home and
the wife having to deal with household issues. These are
small things but it makes what we call life — a common
man’s life. The show is about how a middle-class man thinks
and people find a connection with the thinking that has been
shown.

�How is this series different from the 1988-90 show?
Here, the series takes a leap. While some of the cast is the

same, there are new characters. This adds a new dimension
to the show while keeping the essence of the original show
that had 18 episodes. We wanted to showcase Wagle’s duniya
in the new setting. I call this show TV-web — a combination
of TV show and web series.
�How did the idea to revisit the show come up?

A few of us were working for a new show for the channel
keeping in mind middle and higher middle class. Neeraj
Vyas, business head of SAB TV called me at night and
asked me what I thought of Wagle Ki Duniya of 1988. I
told him it is an excellent idea. The next morning, I called
Usha Laxman. She told me that she was about to call me
with regard to 18 episodes that she had. I told her that why
not do new episodes. She asked how we would do it
without RK Laxman. I told her that we will begin
with zero.

�Why choose the same cast?  
There was no way that we could have not

taken Anjan Srivastav and Bharti Achrekar;
they are the original Wagles. There was no
reason not to take them. Since there is a
leap, we couldn’t take Dushyant Nagpal
instead opted for two kids — Chinmayee
Salvi and Sheehan Kapahi. Then there
is Sumeet Raghavan; we wanted him
to be there; then there is Pariva
Pranati.

�Were there any apprehensions
since the series takes a leap and is
set in present times?

No, we had no apprehensions.
We have a wonderful team and we
knew that this new series would work
as well. We have worked on so many
shows that talk about middle-class
issues, we knew people would love this
too. The only thing that we had to do was to act
responsibly. The original show was directed by Kundan
Shah; we had to land right.

�You are an actor. How did you get into
production and directing?

It was always on the cards. I am an MBA and
when I left my job, I gave myself time as an actor. I
had written a letter to myself where I had planned
my life. Production and directing was already there
on the cards. I am glad that I have managed to
remain true to the letter. I am glad that I formed
Hats Off Productions with my friend and now
business partner, Aatish Kapadia.
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Of late, even though the
Transport Department

and police have tried to curb
the traffic rule violations and
take the offenders to task, still
many vehicle owners in the
capital city are moving around
with fake registration numbers
to avoid fines and taxes.

To make matters worse,
some of the motorists are ille-
gally using logos like ‘Army’
and ‘Press’ to claim undue
privileges and benefits.

In such an incident, the
Commissionerate police have
arrested a person, who was
moving around in Mahindra
XUV SUV with fake registra-
tion numbers, posing as an

A r m y
Officer. The
accused was
identified as
one Ratikant
Satpathy of
Daruthenga
in the city.

Satpathy
used to
m o v e
around the
city in an
SUV with an
‘Army’ logo
fixed on the
windshield
of his SUV.

But his game ended after
the genuine owner of the num-
ber plate (OD02 Y-0023)
Dhanjay Hota received challans
of Rs 10,000 for traffic rule vio-
lation and inquired about the
same.

On Friday, Hota chased the
accused and intercepted his
SUV at Jaydev Vihar Square
and called up police. But claim-
ing himself to be an Army offi-
cer, he warned the cops of dire

consequences. Later, police
seized his SUV and took him
into custody.

After inquiry, the cops
found his claim to be bogus.
Later, the accused told the
cops that he has bought the
vehicle from a potato whole-
saler and has not changed its
ownership.      

However, police have reg-
istered a case investigation into
the matter.

However, the matter of
concern for the enforcement
authorities is with a fake num-
ber, a vehicle driver, who often
breaks the rules can get away
with anything. In the capital
city which has no widespread
CCTV camera coverage, the
registration number of the
vehicle is often the most impor-
tant means of tracing the
owner, said an official on con-
dition of anonymity.
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While the Union Ministry of
Coal is offering 67 mines

with total resources of 36 bil-
lion tonnes in seven States,
including 17 in Odisha, for the
12th tranche auction scheduled
on June 24.

The Odisha coal blocks
are Machhakata, Mahanadi,
Nuagaon Telisahi,
Ramachandi, Alakananda,
Bartap, Burpahar, Dip
Extension Belpahar, Dip Side
Chatabar, Karadbahal-
Brahmanbil, Kosala West,
Phuljhari East and West,
Saradhapur North, 
Tentuloi,

And four other Odisha
coal blocks, Chhendipada and
Chhendipada II and Seragarh
and Kuraloi (A) North are
included for a second-time
11th tranche auction.

In fact, the Coal Ministry
jointly with the FICCI as the
industry partner on Saturday
organised the First
Stakeholders’ Consultation on
the 2nd tranche of auction of
mines for commercial mining.
The consultations, held virtu-
ally, witnessed participation of

leading players in coal and
mining business, equipment
manufacturers, mine develop-
ers and operators and financial
institutions.

The Ministry’s Additional
Secretary & Nominated
Authority M Nagaraju said,
“This is the biggest-ever offer
of coalmines in the country.”

Assuring the industry of
providing all support, Nagaraju
said, “From this ongoing
tranche of auction, Ministry of
Coal is moving to a rolling auc-
tion mechanism wherein any
un-auctioned mine shall
remain available for auction on
the portal, with more mines
being added as and when avail-
able”.

After the commercial
coalmining auction process
was initiated on June 18 last
year through a high-level
launch event jointly organised
by the Ministry with the FICCI,
the 2nd tranche auction is
expected to bring in best glob-
al practices which would lead
to development of a vibrant
coal market, boosting eco-
nomic growth and employ-
ment generation in the coun-
try.

���� !,;!��0�1�5

Covid-19 has affected almost
all the countries across the

globe. The highly virulent
coronavirus has infiltrated our
living spaces and has adverse-
ly affected every one of us since
its inception, especially people
having diabetes. 

Dr Sunil Kumar Kota,
Consultant Endocrinologist,
Diabetes & Endocare Clinic,
Brahmapur, said that although
the lockdown has caused a
significant decrease in people
getting infected with the coro-
navirus, the lockdown has
affected people with diabetes.
The lockdown has restricted
the movement of people with
diabetes. People with diabetes
cannot go out for exercise and
walks. Because of the lock-
down, many people with dia-
betes have seen a surge in
their blood glucose. But people
with diabetes must take special
care to manage their blood glu-
cose level and weight during

the lockdown. Also, many
new cases of diabetes have
been reported during the
lockdown because of the
sedentary lifestyle.

But have you wondered
why people with diabetes are
at risk of developing severe
complications related to
Covid-19? Dr  Kota said,
“Uncontrolled blood sugar
levels decrease immunity,
making your body less capa-
ble of fighting infection.
However, if your blood
sugar levels are in control,
you significantly decrease
your risk of getting severely ill
from Covid-19.”

He highlighted that man-
aging blood sugar levels is very
important. Uncontrolled blood
sugar levels damage blood ves-
sels, nerves, and body organs.
You can easily manage your
blood sugar levels at home
during the lockdown by includ-
ing a few tips. The tips are:
Please take your medicines
regularly as directed by your
doctor; although we are in
lockdown, do not let uncon-
trolled blood sugar knock you
down. Stay active at home,

brisk walk for at least 20 min-
utes indoors. Also, do some
yoga to help manage your
blood sugar levels; eat a well-
balanced diet and make sure
you are well hydrated. Take
small frequent meals. Avoid
processed and fried foods;
ensure to maintain proper
hygiene. Wash or sanitize your
hands frequently. Maintain
social distance from other peo-
ple and wear two masks when
in public; keep yourself moti-
vated and positive and last but
not the least, get vaccinated as
soon as possible.
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Clearing the air on conduct
of UG and PG examina-

tions in the State this year,
Higher Education Minister
Arun Sahoo on Saturday said
these tests will be definitely
held. A final decision regarding
the mode of examinations
would be taken on June 18, he
informed. Following a virtual
meeting with Vice-Chancellors
of the universities, the Minister
said the VCs have been asked
to report after holding discus-
sions with their respective prin-
cipals, lecturers and students on
the matter.

“Last year, many States had
announced cancellation of the
examinations in view of the
Covid-19 pandemic but we
did not. Later, the Supreme
Court’s direction came on con-
duct of the exams. This year
too, the exams must be held,”
said the Minister.

He also informed that
online classes are being held
and the courses would be com-
pleted by the end of June. 
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In a horrific incident, a man
killed one of his daughters

and also attacked his wife and
three other children before
attempting to commit suicide
in the Kuchinda area of
Sambalpur district on Saturday. 

As per sources, the resident
of Joutuk Bahal village attacked
all his four daughters in a fit of
rage with a sharp weapon.
Later he is also alleged to have
attempted to kill his wife before
attempting to take his own life. 

One of his daughters died
in the attack while three others
have sustained critical injuries.
The wife of the accused was

also grievously hurt. All five
members of the family includ-
ing the man have been admit-
ted to the Sundargarh District
Headquarters Hospital.  Later,
police reached the spot and
recovered the body of the
deceased and shifted the
injured to hospital.  Sambalpur
SP B Gangadhar said the
accused tried to attempt end his
life by slitting his throat with
the same weapon that he used
to attack his other family mem-
bers. "We can ascertain the
exact motive of the man behind
the extreme step after he and
his family members recover.
The investigation is ongoing to
look at other angles and evi-
dence regarding the crime,"
said the SP.

However, the incident has
sent shockwaves among the
residents in the area.
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A32-year-old woman of
Deogarh district, who had

been raped and assaulted, suc-
cumbed to her injuries at the
VIMSAR at Burla on Thursday
evening.

Reports said the victim, a
resident of the Deogarh police
station area, had been admitted
by her family members to the
hospital around five days ago
when she complained of severe
stomach ache.

When doctors at the hos-
pital found injuries in her pri-
vate part and asked her about
it, she revealed about her
ordeal. After raping her, the
miscreant had allegedly insert-
ed a stick into her private part
leaving her critically injured.

However, it was yet to be
ascertained whether she was
raped by a miscreant or it was
a case of gang-rape.

Police said the postmortem
report would reveal the facts.
Meanwhile, the Burla police
registered an unnatural death
case and informed their
Deogarh counterparts about
the incident.
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There is no gainsaying the
truth that there has been an

unbelievably tremendous
impact of Covid-19 on our day-
to-day social and political life.
In fact, the pandemic has made
all the segments such as econ-
omy, education, industry, med-
ical, police, administration,

etc., practically topsy-turvy.
People are, however, aware of
its impact and they are engaged
at fighting it tooth and nail.

I would mainly focus on
how it has affected police per-
sonnel. Honestly, Covid has, in
fact, specially proved to be
very critical for the cops. Other
than their regular activities,
they are entrusted with respon-
sibility of dealing with the
Covid situation with the pri-
mary objective of restraining
spread of the virus by enforc-
ing appropriate measures
which is, undeniably, a tough
job. They have to ask the peo-
ple to maintain distancing,
wear masks, not to crowd a
shopping mall over and above
enforcing the lockdown.
They’re used to being in an
environment full of chaos; and

thus, they’ve resorted to vari-
ous ways of entertainment to
feel at ease. But are these meth-
ods of relaxation really what
they require?

People are by nature inter-
active and social. They didn't
face any such situation in life
where they had to maintain
social distancing or cover their
face with masks all the time.
Covid has, in fact, threatened
the core human nature of social
togetherness. For the police, it
is a very challenging task to
enforce these newfangled
Covid rules. People defend
themselves saying that they're
not guilty; however, the police
have to pin them down when
they find that they are actual-
ly wrong. Constantly, there is a
tug of war between the police
and the public. Therefore,

under the pandemic
situation, police have
to work relentlessly
round the clock,
enforcing Covid pro-
tocols. This is obvi-
ously taking a heavy
toll on the police
personnel. The situ-
ation demands that
they have sufficient
relaxation for
enabling them for
discharging their
responsibilities per-
fectly.

Yoga can pro-
vide the required relaxation to
these police personnel. There
are techniques which can be
practised either in the morning,
in the afternoon or at night. It
is to be practised only once in
a day as per their convenience.

Discharging their duties, they
get tired physically, mentally
and emotionally. They develop
emotional, muscular and men-
tal tension which can make
them ill at a later stage. By prac-
tising these relaxation tech-

niques, their tension can be
eased. One more thing should
be added here that initially they
may not be interested to prac-
tise this or they may develop a
tendency to postpone the prac-
tice, but this has to be done reg-
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Aday after the Orissa High
Court granted him bail,

Gopalpur MLA Pradeep
Panigrahi was released from
the Jharpada jail here on
Saturday afternoon.

The HC had on Friday
granted conditional bail to the
MLA in connection with the
Tata Motors job fraud case
registered against him at the
Golanthara police station in
Ganjam district. With this, the
court has granted him bail in
a total six cases registered
against him.

Notably, the Crime Branch
police arrested Panigrahi on
December 3, 2020 in connec-
tion with the job fraud cases.
Panigrahi allegedly collected
money from people on behalf
of his would-be son-in-law
Akash Kumar Pathak, son of
arrested IFS officer Abhay
Pathak, on the pretext of pro-
viding them jobs in the Tata
Motors. BJD president and
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
has expelled the three-time
MLA and former Minister
Panigrahi from the party for his
involvement in alleged “anti-
people activities”.
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The Congress on
S a t u r d a y

demanded that the
State Government
bear the treatment
expenses of people,
who would require
ECMO treatment
because of the
Covid complica-
tions, preferably
from the Chief
Minister’s Relief
Fund. The party
also demanded Rs 4
lakh for every
Covid deceased’s
family and urged the
Government not to hide the
deaths.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence here, PCC working pres-
ident Pradeep Majhi said that
because of the non-availabili-
ty of ECMO machines in

Odisha, many youngsters like
Amrita Pradhan, Er Deepak
Das, Abhishek Mohaptra and
Sangram Jena were airlifted to
other States for critical treat-
ment. The State Government

should at least follow the
Supreme Court’s judgment to
save lives of people.

Lambasting the Union
Government for mismanage-
ment of the vaccination pro-
gramme and escaping from
their responsibility, Majhi stat-

ed that the Modi Government
has failed in taking timely
steps.

Majhi and other party lead-
ers also alleged that the Odisha
Government is hiding the real

number of Covid-19 deaths.
While an RTI report said that
1,288 people were buried at the
Bhubaneswar Satyanagar cre-
matorium in September 2020,
the Government had claimed
death of only 95 people in the
entire State during that month.
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They often tend to evade these
practices, calling out for the
excuse that they’re already
worn out from working their
fingers to the bone, but only
after following these simple
techniques shall they realise the
potency and notability of them.
Besides, the techniques would
give them complete mental
relaxation which is more than
the regular sleep. If it is prac-
tised regularly, it will rejuvenate
energy for the next day's hard
task. It is also an excellent stress
buster.

Surya Namaskar is an
effective way of stretching,
massaging and toning all the
joints, muscles and internal
organs of the body. It is one of
the most useful methods of
inducing a healthy, vigorous
and active life. Minimum six
rounds of its practice on a reg-
ular basis are very effective.
Pranayama is expansion of

vital energy by regulation of the
breath. It helps attain optimum
health and nourishes the whole
body by an extra supply of oxy-
gen. On a regular basis, a min-
imum of nine rounds of Nadi
Shodhan and nine rounds of
Bhramari Pranayama with spe-
cific principles will stimulate
the brain centres and ensure
vitality, tranquility and clarity
of thoughts. Apart from this,
try to find a minimum of ten
to fifteen minutes to lie down
or sit down with closed eyes
and observe a few rounds of
abdominal breathing with
backward counting from hun-
dred back to zero, which is the
most effective and easiest way
for complete physical, mental
and emotional relaxation. To
know more, you’re free to con-
tact this writer.

(Dr Swain teaches in the
Department of Yogic Science, Sri
Sri University, Cuttack)
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The Jeypore Sadar police led
by IIC Aditya Mahakur

seized ganja worth more than
Rs one crore and arrested two
persons in this connection at
Koraput Ghat on Saturday.

According to reports, the
contraband was being trans-
ported in a oxygen cylinder-
laden truck from
Visakhapatnam to Delhi via
Odisha. 

On the basis of reliable
information, the Jeypore Sadar
police intercepted the vehicle
and conducted a raid. During
the search, they found 1,277 kg
of ganja from the truck. The
value of the cannabis was esti-
mated at over Rs 1 crore, said
Jeypore SDPO Arup 
Svhishek.

IIC Aditya Mahakur said
the police seized the truck, the
contraband and two mobile
phones of the two arrested

persons. The accused were
court-forwarded while further
investigation into the incident
was on.
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Given the incidence of
cyclone in Odisha which

has a coast of about 480 km,
the Government should now
conduct a survey by a com-
mittee of experts to determine
the potential areas for cre-
ation of saline forests through
tree plantation in the river
mouth and other suitable
areas, president and secretary
of the Orissa Environmental
Society (OES) Dr Sundara
Narayana Patro and Dr Jaya
Krushna Panigrahi, respec-
tively, have opined.

As the next step, it needs
to be implemented in a time-
bound manner with the asso-
ciation of local communities.
In sandy areas where it is not
possible to establish man-
grove forests, creation of

casuarina forests will also act
as a protection wall. Due to
the high costs involved in
concrete dams and geo-tube
systems and the need for
their regular maintenance,
these methods should only be
employed only in erosion-
prone and low-lying coastal
areas, they said.

Strengthening the miti-
gation system at  the
Government level and adapt-
ing with disaster at the indi-
vidual and community level
are very much essential as
more such disasters with
enhanced intensity are likely
to occur in the coming years
in the scenario of global
warming and climate change.
There is a need for increased
earnestness in this regard and
urgent implementation of
these actions,  they 

told.
The Kendrapara district

proved to be less damaged
than the Jagatsinghpur district
in the 1999 Super Cyclone
because of the mangrove
forests of Bhitarkanika which
played a significant role in
resisting the intensity of the
disaster. 

The presence of man-
grove forests in many coastal
regions of the globe has also
been reported to control the
severity of storms. It has been
revealed that the mangroves
also act as a good repository
of aquatic and terrestrial
wildlife, in addition to their
role in soil conservation,
flood control, providing liveli-
hoods to the local population
and above all acting as excel-
lent  carbon sinks,  they 
added.
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The Odisha police on
Saturday issued a notifica-

tion inviting online applications
for recruitment to Sub-
Inspector (SI) and Constable
(Communication) posts.

DGP Abhay said young
people should come forward
and join the police force.

“I invite all qualified men
and women to join the Odisha
Police that will give you a very
good career and an opportunity
to serve the State,” DGP said.

There are two advertise-

ments for recruitment to 477 SI
posts and 244 Constable
(Communication) posts. The
application portal would
remain open from June 22 till
July 15.

While the minimum qual-
ification for the post of SI is
graduation, the qualification
for Constable
(Communication) is Plus Two
with diploma or degree in
Computer Applications.

The examinations would
be conducted with a slight
change in pattern this year. The
recruitment process consists of
a written test that carries mul-
tiple choice questions, physical
measurement test and physical
efficiency test, the DGP 
said.
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At a time when the weekend
shutdown is in force and

movement of people has been
restricted, a sex racket was
busted at a hotel here on
Saturday.

Based on a tipoff, a Special
Squad of the Commissionerate
of Police raided the hotel locat-
ed on Pilgrim Road in the city.
During the search, two women
and three men were found in
compromising position at the
hotel.

Following questioning, the
five persons reportedly accept-
ed their involvement in the
running the sex racket.

Out of the five persons
detained by the police, three
were customers.
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The district administration
on Friday imposed Section

144 of CrPC at Aruha hillock
under Dharmasala block to
prevent illegal black stone quar-
ry works, said Jajpur ADM
Akshya Kumar Mallick. 

The district administra-
tion has also recently formed a
Special Task Force to stop ille-
gal quarry works and seal all
the illegal crusher units. The
authorities recently sealed 55
stone crusher units and 30
stone quarries under
Dharamshala Tehsil, informed
the ADM.

The district administra-
tion has identified 243 illegal
crusher units in the district and
decided to shut down all the
illegal units. The action has
been initiated following a direc-
tion of the Orissa High Court
to shut down all the illegal

crusher units after hearing a
Public Interest Litigation.

“We formed a task force
comprising all the Tehsildars ,
BDOs, labour officials, officials
of the Odisha State Pollution
Control Board  and police to
close all the illegal units,” added
the ADM.

When contacted, general
secretary of the District Stone
Crusher Unit Owners'
Association said, “Around
30,000 workers have been eking
out their livelihoods by work-
ing in many crusher units in
the district. 

We welcome the decision
of the district administration to
shift all the crusher units to
safer places far away from the
highways and villages. 160 per-
sons applied before the author-
ities to get land to open crush-
er units. But the officials are yet
to allot land to 
them."
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The ST & SC Development
Department on Saturday

started an initiative for a virtual
tour of the Odisha State Tribal
Museum located at the campus
of the SCSTRTI here during the
Covid shutdown on Sunday.

The visitors can have an
insight into the indigenous
knowledge system of the

Dongaria Kondh tribe through
Facebook and Twitter pages of
the department. People can see
and learn about the Dongaria
Kondhs’ lives in Bissam
Cuttack, Kalyansinghpur,
Munniguda blocks of Rayagada
district and their occupations of
embroidery, wood carving, wall
painting, comb making, pineap-
ple cultivation and fruit pro-
cessing, etc.
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On the World Day against
Child Labour, the trade

unions convened a meeting
here to voice their concerns on
the rising number of child
labour and urged the State
and Central Governments for
appropriate measures to
address the issue.

Indian National Building
Construction and Wood
Workers Federation
(INBCWWF) president and
former MP Dr Rama Chandra
Khuntia who chaired the meet-
ing, called for collective efforts

and actions by key stakehold-
ers including trade unions and
community at large.

“The theme for this year’s
World Day Against Child
Labour is ‘Act now: End child
labour’ (ILO), which strongly
reflects an urgency of purpose
and sustained actions to erad-
icate the problem of child
labour. We as trade unions have
to ensure the rights of workers
and their families including
children,” he said. Children
have been the worst hit in the
ongoing Covid-19 crisis as the
in-person schooling has been
replaced by online platforms
and other technology driven
tools without according atten-
tion to accessibility, resources
and infrastructure availability
for all. Technology could be a
boon only to those who have

the access and who could
afford it, otherwise it could fur-
ther alienate and marginalise
weaker sections of the society,
who lack the means, resources
and also knowledge to use it,
the speakers said.

The health pandemic has
compounded the problems of
workers and their families as
workers have lost jobs, faced
wage cuts and lack socialm
security coverage. Also, in
many cases, deaths of family
bread earners have left children
in a much worse-off situation
and vulnerable to exploitation.
Without urgent mitigation
measures by the State and
Central Governments, the
Covid-19 crisis is likely to
push thousands of children
into child labour across dis-
tricts, they added.
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Awidow coming to the
District Headquarters

Hospital (DHH) here to iden-
tify the body of her minor son
was assaulted on

Friday afternoon. Sasmita
Mangaraj (36) of Kalikabadi
village under Brahmagiri block
complained that not only she,
her father and brother were
also manhandled in the DHH
while they were briefing
reporters on the suspicious
death of her son, who was
studying at the Nilachal Seva
Pratisthan (NSP) situated at
Kanas. She suspected a nexus
of the Pratisthan in the attack.

Sources said the NSP is an
NGO supported by the District
Chief Welfare Committee
(DCWC) that conducts multi-
farious activities including
imparting education to poor

students.
The woman, after the death

of her husband, was working in
Bhubaneswar as a housemaid.
The Puri Kumbarpada police
have taken one Debadutta
Pradhan of Khakimutt Nuasahi
of the city into custody in
connection with the attack and
have started an investigation.

As per the woman’s state-
ment, due to poverty, she had
sent her son

Santosh (15) to the NSP-
run school through the DCWC
three months back. Santosh
was staying in the NSP and
waiting for admission after the
Covid lockdown.

The woman informed that
she had received a telephone
call from a Pratisthan employ-
ee on Wednesday about miss-
ing of her son from the school
along with another boy. And on
Friday, she got a call from the

Pratisthan about receipt of a
body of a boy from the Luna
river and she was asked to
come for identification at the
DHH.

The woman said she had
identified the decomposed
body to be of her son. She com-
plained that her son was
thrown into the river after
being murdered.
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The servitors and devotees of
Lord Baladevjew have

expressed displeasure at the
State Government’s decision
not to hold Rath Yatra any-
where in the State except Puri.

If Lord of the Universe
Jagannath’s Car festival is
allowed at Puri without devo-
tees amid the ongoing pan-
demic, then why the State
Government has not been
allowing the Car festival here at
the Baladevjew temple, they
asked. They urged the State
Government to let the Rath
Yatra be organized at Tulasi
Khetra follow issuing SoP and
prohibiting the devotees’ par-
ticipation.

Nrusingha Prasad Patri,
the puja panda (servitor) of
Baladevjew temple, said that

the State
G o v e r n m e n t
should give green
signal to organise
the Baladevjew’s
Rath Yatra in
Kendrapada with
limited participa-
tion of servitors.

T h e
Government has
decided that only
servitors having
RT-PCR negative report with-
in 48 hours and those who are
fully vaccinated will take part
in the proceeding including
observance of all rituals at
Puri. Here too, the same can
apply, demanded the servitors
of the Baladevjew 
temple.

“We are going to submit a
memorandum to the Chief
Minister in this regard soon,”
they stated.

It may be noted here that
last year, the Ratha Yatra was
organized inside the
Baladevjew temple premises.
No chariot pulling was held.
The district administration had
promulgated Section 144 CrPC
outside the temple premises,
Ratha danda and Mausima
temple during Sri

Gundicha and Bahuda
Yatra to restrict the congrega-
tion of devotees.
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Fo r m e r
Paradip press

photographer
and former
working presi-
dent of the
Paradip Port
Banika Sangh
(PPBS) Dibakar
Baisakh (75)
died of cardiac
arrest on Friday.  

Late Baisakh
established the
Jagannath Studio
at the beginning
of the port town
and provided
photographs to various Odia
and English newspapers.
Notably, his son NM Baisakh is
a senior journalist. 

PPBS president Santosh
Kumar Patnaik and members
expressed their deepest con-
dolences over Baisakh’s death
and prayed that his soul rest in
peace.

Senior journalists
Amarnath Parida, Gagan
Bihari Sahoo, Nrusingha Das,

Sasanka Acharya, Prasant Rout,
Sukadev Jena, Batakrushna
Das, Sandeep Lenka,
Jagabandhu Swain, Sanjay
Mishra, Rabindra Jena,
Jagannath Satpathy, Aditya
Routray, Ratnakar Jena, Pravat
Mohapatra and others
expressed deep grief over the
demise of Baishakh and wished
the bereaved family great
courage and patience in such a
tragic time.
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The Ganjam BJP conducted
a condolence meeting at its

office on Friday and offered
homage to the persons who lost
their lives due to Corona,
including a few party members.

The BJP members of the
district like Ramakrishna
Padhy of Kalingadola village
under Digapahandi con-
stituency, Sukanta Sahu of
Phulta village under Gopalpur
constituency, Rinku Samal of
Ward No. 24 of Gosaninuagaon
died of Corona. The party
expressed heart-felt condo-
lences for them as well as the
other deceased in the district.

BJP district president
Bibhuti Bhushan Jena, senior
leader Kahnu Charan Pati,
Saroj Sabat, Prasant Kar,
Prabhat Kiran Sadangi,
Gangadhar Satapathi, N
Rajendra Kumar, Rajesh Sahu,
among others werepresent.
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Apolicem-
a n ,

H a v i l d a r
B a l a r a m
Sethy, was
s e r i o u s l y
injured while
a patrolling
team, of
which he was
a part, came
under attack
from mining
mafia in Joda
on Thursday
night.

On the
fateful night, a Bolero Jeep No
- BR- 0P2A - 7702 parked at the
Joda bus-stand was trying to
flee towards Bansapani at a
high speed as the police
patrolling team was approach-
ing. When the police tried to
stop the vehicle by overtaking
it at Singhania Towers on the
Biju Expressway, the culprits
attacked the cops and Sethy

was injured.
Later, however, the police

nabbed the two culprits, who
were identified as Md Abdul
(21) and Md Alkuma  (25),
both natives of Ward-4 of the
Joda Municipality. Another
accused, a native of Bihar,
managed to 
escape. The police seized the
Bolero.

On Saturday, police court-
forwarded the two arrested
persons.

Sources revealed that pre-
viously rampant mining theft
was going on in the Joda
Mining Circle by a racket con-
trolled from outside the State.
The accused are suspected to
be members of an inter-State
mining mafia.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Saturday appre-

ciated the donation of Rs 3
crore of the ICICI Foundation,
the charity arm of ICICI Bank,
to Odisha’s fight against the
Covid pandemic.

During the first wave of the
pandemic last year, the ICICI
Foundation had also donated
Rs 1 crore and some medical
equipments. It donated 15 ven-
tilators to five hospitals, 100
motorised ICU beds to multi-
ple hospitals across the State,
about 100 oxygen concentra-
tors for OSMC, BMC 
and some district administra-
tions.
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Stating that the COVID-19
crisis is a once in a century

calamity, Punjab Finance
Minister Manpreet Singh Badal
on Saturday stated that the
GST’s Group of Ministers
(GoM) should stop acting like
a shahenshah of yesteryears
and instead let compassion
speak through its decisions.

Asserting that all COVID-
related goods must be zero-
rated during the pandemic,
the Punjab Finance Minister,
along with other Finance
Ministers representing the
Indian National Congress
(INC), opposed the imposition
of GST on COVID related
items at this time of a nation-
al crisis, and recorded their
note of dissent. The other alter-
native is to charge 0.1 percent,
which is well within the pow-
ers of the GST Council, and
this measure should be in place
till the pandemic is 
over.

Releasing his remarks and
interventions made at the 44th

meeting of the GST Council,
the Punjab Finance Minister
urged the ruling government to
include representatives of the
Congress in the Group of
Ministers (GOM). “It is pre-
posterous that the principal
opposition party of India in
both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha has been exclud-
ed in the GoM,” Manpreet
Badal said.

He regretted that the GoM
is not acting with compassion,
and it is parroting the Union
Government, perhaps out of
the fear that they may not be
included from a future GoM.
He also called upon the look at
the entire GST issue holistical-
ly so that a due, considerate and
humane approach is adopted to
help ameliorate the sufferings
of the people of India.

Manpreet reminded the
GoM that health care services,
including all recognized sys-
tems of medicine (Allopathy,
Ayurveda, Unani,
Homoeopathy, Yoga), are
already exempt under 
GST. 
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Stating that the reduction in
tax on items related to Covid

with a uniform tax system
across the country will help in
tackling the covid-19 pan-
demic, Haryana Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant Chautala on
Saturday said that the Central
Government has reduced the
existing 28 per cent tax on
ambulances to 12 per cent. The
Deputy Chief Minister had
earlier raised this demand from
the GST Council. The Deputy
Chief Minister, who also holds
the portfolio of Excise and
Taxation Department, partici-
pated through video confer-
encing in the GST Council
meeting held under the chair-
manship of Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
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On World Day Against
Child Labour, Women and

Child Development Minister
Smriti Irani on Saturday
appealed to every citizen to
report instances of child labour
on PENCIL portal or call on
Childline 1098. 

Reaffirming her commit-
ment towards combatting child
labour, Irani said it is with peo-
ple's participation that it can be
ensured that children get a
childhood they deserve.

“Every child has a right to
education and a happy child-
hood. On World Day Against
Child Labour, let us reaffirm
our commitment towards com-
batting child labour. It is with
people's participation that we
can ensure our children get a
childhood they deserve,” Irani
tweeted.

“I appeal to every citizen to

report instances of child labour
on PENCIL Portal http://pen-
cil.Gov.In or call on Childline
- 1098. Because... We owe it to
our children - the future of our
Nation,” she said in another
tweet. World Day Against
Child Labour observed on June
12 every year aims to raise
awareness and activism to pre-
vent child labour.
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As Mumbai continues to be
lashed with heavy to very

heavy rains for the last four
days, north India is expected to
get relief from the scorching
heat soon as the southwest
monsoon is expected to cover
it in the next two three days
except south Rajasthan and
Kutch region of Gujarat.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the southwest mon-
soon will arrive in Punjab,
Haryana and Delhi by June
14-15. The southwest mon-
soon has advanced into the
northwest Bay of Bengal and
some parts of Odisha, West
Bengal, Jharkhand, and Bihar
on Saturday. 

The IMD said that under
the influence of east-west
trough, heavy to very heavy

rainfall might occur over
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, East
Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha,
Telangana, coastal and adjoin-
ing Ghats’s  distr icts  of
Maharashtra,  Goa and
Karnataka during the next 3-
4 days. The weather depart-
ment has also ruled out any
heat wave conditions over
the country during the next
five days.

IMD senior scientist RK
Jenamani said the southwest
monsoon has a lready
advanced into remaining
parts of NW Bay of Bengal,
Odisha,  West Bengal ,
Jharkhand and Bihar and it
will cover Uttar Pradesh  and
Madhya Pradesh by Sunday.

The IMD said that
Mumbai has measured a total
of 641.3mm rainfall so far,
thereby surpassing its month-
ly normal of 493.1mm. Over

500mm of rain occurred over
Mumbai in the last four days.
Base stat ion 
Santacruz recorded 107mm in
the 24 hours. Mumbai com-
pleted a hat trick of century
rainfall by registering three
digits in the 24 hours rainfall

on 10th June (231mm), 11th
June (107mm) and 12th June
(107mm).

In Delhi, the expected
arrival date of monsoon this
time is around June 15 as per
the IMD and it should cover
the entire country in the next

two-three days except south
Rajasthan and Kutch region of
Gujarat. The normal onset
date of monsoon in Delhi is
June 27, however, this time it
is likely to arrive about two
weeks early due to a number
of meteorological factors.
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The CBI and the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)

have sought to implead in the
habeas corpus petition filed
by fugitive Mehul Choksi’s
lawyers by filing two affidavits
in the Dominica High Court.
Choksi is an accused in the
multi-crore PNB Scam.

According to officials, the
CBI will focus on establishing
criminal  culpabil ity  of
Choksi, his fugitive status, the
pending warrants, Interpol
Red Notice and the charge
sheets against him. The
External Affairs Ministry will
argue that Choksi continues
to be an Indian citizen. 

The affidavits, if admitted,
will pave the way for noted
lawyer Harish Salve to plead
India’s case in Dominica, they
said. 

The Dominica High
Court has denied bail to fugi-
t ive diamantaire Mehul
Choksi in the case of illegal
entry into the island country
after his mysterious disap-
pearance from neighbouring
Antigua and Barbuda where
he is staying as a citizen since
2018, local Caribbean media
reported.

The high court on Friday
(local time) gave the ruling by

concluding that Choksi was a
“flight risk”, did not have any
ties with Dominica and the
court could not impose any
conditions which will stop
him from leaving the country,
news out let
AntiguaNewsroom said.
Choksi had approached the
high court after the magistrate
had rejected his bail petition. 

Choksi's lawyers had filed
a habeas corpus petition call-
ing his arrest illegal and alleg-
ing that  he was 
abducted, tortured and hand-
ed over to Dominica author-
ity to deny him rights avail-
able to him in Antigua and
Barbuda as a citizen. CBI
and External Affairs Ministry
is going to implead in this
petition by claiming India’s
demands to hand over the
fugitive. 

The 62-year-old diaman-
taire, who has an Interpol Red
Notice against him, had mys-
teriously gone missing on
May 23 from Antigua and
Barbuda where he has been
staying since 2018 as a citizen
after fleeing from India. 

He was detained in the
neighbouring island country
of Dominica for illegal entry
after a possible romantic
escapade with his rumoured
girlfriend.
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Not new to controversies,
senior Congress leader

and former Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Digvijaya Singh
on Saturday triggered yet
another one with his com-
ments in a clubhouse conver-
sation that the revocation of
Article 370 and stripping
Jammu and Kashmir of state-
hood was an “extremely sad”
decision and his party will
have a “relook” at the issue.

The BJP came out hard,
saying the Congress' first love
is Pakistan and “both share
same views on Kashmir.” The
BJP also demanded answers
from Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi on
the comment of Singh, con-
sidered close to the Congress
first family.

Replying to a query from a
Pakistani journalist, Singh said:
“Democracy was not there in
Kashmir when they revoked
article 370. Then “insaniyat”
was not there because they had
put everyone behind bars. And
Kashmiriyat is something,
which is basically the funda-
mental of secularism. Because
in a Muslim majority state,
there was a Hindu king, and
both worked together. In fact,
reservation in government ser-
vices was given to Kashmiri
Pandits.” The conversation
leaked leading to a full blown
attack by the BJP.

Union Minister Giriraj
Singh tweeted saying:
“Congress' first love is Pakistan.
Digvijaya Singh conveyed

Rahul Gandhi's message to
Pakistan. Congress will help
Pakistan in grabbing Kashmir.”

The BJP conducted a
presser and its spokesperson
Sambit Patra said the Congress
should change its name from
Indian National Congress to
Anti-national Congress which,
he alleged, is “not only siding
with Pakistan but also with
China to show India down.”

“What do Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi think about
Digvijaya's Clubhouse state-
ment? Is this Congress' stand
too? We demand Rahul
Gandhi to hold a press con-
ference and clarify,” Patra said.
He alleged the Congress and
Pakistan are in the same page
on the Kashmir issue and
Article 370.

Patra referred to the past
comments of Congress leaders
Rahul,  P Chidambaram,
Shashi Tharoor and Hari
Prasad to say that Congress
was always backing Pakistan's
stand and “ in its hate for
Modi, Congress has turned
anti-national”.

“Today an important topic
going on in TV channels is
'Clubhouse'. We all have seen

through TV channels how the
veteran leader of the clubhouse
— Digvijaya Singh is spewing
venom against India outside
and how he is agreeing with
Pakistan's demands. This is the
same Digvijaya Singh, who
had told the Pulwama attack
just an accident, he had called
the 26/11 attack a conspiracy
of RSS and also tried to give
clean chit to Pakistan at that
time,” said Patra.

“In the clubhouse, a
Pakistani journalist asks this
question that after the removal
of Narendra Modi, what will
be the Kashmir policy.
Digvijaya ji thanks that jour-
nalist on such a question and
says that if Modi ji is removed
from power and Congress
government comes then he
will re-establish Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

Patra claimed that
Digvijaya Singh was a 'stage-
manager' for the discussion,
alleging that the Congress
leader had himself asked the
Pakistani journalist to ask
such a question. “It's all part of
that toolkit. I request the
Congress party to change its
name and change INC to ANC
(Anti National Club House).
People who hate Modi ji have
also, in turn, started hating
India,” he said.

BJP IT Cell chief Amit
Malviya shared a clip of the
alleged clubhouse chat of the
Congress, wherein Singh is
purportedly hinting at a pos-
sible return of Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir, when his
party returns to power.
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There appears to be no sub-
stantial evidence to sug-

gest that children will be more
affected or have greater illness
severity due to Covid-19 in
the anticipated third wave,
according to a new report pre-
pared by the Lancet Covid-19
Commission India Task Force
after convening an experts
group comprising leading pae-
diatricians to examine the
issue of ‘paediatric Covid-19’
in India.

However, it cautioned, the
health system needs to gear up
for a paediatric case load with
adequate infrastructure, ear-
marked facilities at primary,
secondary and tertiary levels
of care, oxygen availability,
appropriate equipment,
trained manpower, drugs and
injectables among others, all
of which are specific to chil-
dren.

The report authors, which
included three doctors from
AIIMS, Delhi including
Sheffali Gulati, Sushil K Kabra
and Rakesh Lodha said the
infection’s symptomatology in
children in India appears to be
globally comparable.

“Most children with
Covid-19 are asymptomatic,
and amongst those sympto-

matic mild infections are pre-
dominant. Most children have
fever with respiratory symp-
toms, and often present with
gastrointestinal symptoms
(such as diarrhea, vomiting,
pain in abdomen) and atypi-
cal manifestation compared to
adults. The proportion of
symptomatic children increas-
es as age increases as does the
severity in such age groups,”
the report stated.

In the absence of a nation-
al database on clinical pre-

sentation and outcomes of
infected children during the
two surges noted thus far, the
data of approximately 2,600
hospitalised children, below
the age of 10 years (excluding
neonates), from 10 hospitals
(both public and private), in
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Maharashtra and Delhi-NCR
region, was collected and
analysed.

According to the data,
mortality rates amongst these
surveyed hospitalised Covid-
19 positive children below
the age of 10 years was 2.4 per
cent and about 40 per cent of
the children who died had
comorbidities.

“Nine per cent of all hos-
pitalised COVID-19 positive
children presented with severe
illness, under 10 years of age.
The above observations were
similar during the two surges
of COVID-19 infections India
has experienced,” the Lancet
document said.

On multisystem inflam-
matory syndrome (MIS-C) in
children, the report said, risk
factors for this condition
include obesity, asthma, com-
promised breathing, develop-
mental disorders, cardiac dis-
ease, cancers or immuno-
compromised children as well
as those who have undergone
surgeries.
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New Delhi: The Drugs
Controller General of India
has given green signal to the
CSIR and Laxai Life Sciences
Private Limited to conduct
clinical trials of Colchicine
on Covid-19 patients.
Colchicine in combination
with standard care is seen as an
important therapeutic inter-
vention for Covid infected
patients with cardiac co-mor-
bidities and also for reducing
pro-inflammatory cytokines,
leading to faster recovery. PNS
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The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) will

hold a protest on June 18
against assault on doctors,
with the slogan ‘Save the sav-
iours'. This comes days after
the apex medical body had
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking his
personal intervention in ensur-
ing ‘optimum milieu’ for med-
ical professionals so that they
can work without any fear.

Citing incidents of doctors
and other healthcare 
professionals being assaulted
by the family members and
relatives of patients, the IMA,
in a statement, asked all its
state and local branches across
the country to observe the
protest by wearing black
badges, masks, ribbons, shirts
and running an awareness

campaign against violence tar-
geting healthcare professionals.
However, no hospital will be
closed, it said.

The IMA said press con-
ferences will also be organised
and they will also meet local
NGOs and voluntary service
leaders.

It termed “extremely dis-
turbing” a series of violence
against doctors in the last two
weeks in Assam, Bihar, West
Bengal, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka and other places.

It demanded the imple-
mentation of central 
hospital and 
Health Care Professionals
Protection Act with IPC and
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC), standardisation and
augmentation of security in
each hospital, and declaring
hospitals as protected zones
among others.
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Like last year, this time too,
yoga and health enthusiasts

across the world will be cele-
brating the International Yoga
Day, the seventh in the series, on
June 21, within the confines of
their homes as the Covid-19
pandemic continues to disrupt
normal life.

Various Ministries, organi-
zations in the private and gov-
ernment sector and State
Governments are holding events
to mark the D-Day in a big way,
with the Union Ayush Ministry

taking the lead by marking the
beginning of a 10-episode series
on various aspects of the proto-
col to be telecast on Doordarshan
India from June 11 to June 21.
The Ministry also announced
launching of a mobile applica-
tion, “Namaste Yoga”, devoted to
Yoga, at the curtain raiser event
organised online on Friday here.

At the event, Union Ayush
Minister Kiren Rijiju said that the
series’ central message will be “Be
with Yoga, Be at Home”, which
is relevant in these times of
health emergency while Union
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar
talked in details about how yoga
can become a way to a healthy
and happy life. 

The series is produced by
Morarji Desai National Institute
of Yoga (MDNIY).

8��������	������
�
���������
�$��8�������
���&�����
��	������&�	

���� �01�20$,'

The Twitter account of
Punjab’s biggest farmers

union Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU) Ekta Ugrahan, protest-
ing at Delhi’s border, was
restricted on Saturday. The US-
based social media giant also
sent notices to cartoonist
Manjul, fact-checking website
Alt News co-founder
Mohammed Zubair and others
to take down certain tweets.

Sources said the Ministry of
Electronics and IT was not
involved in sending these legal
requests to Twitter. It wasn't
clear which agencies have
flagged these tweets by and for
what violations.

Restricting the BKU Ekta
Ugrahan handle, Twitter said
“Caution: This account is tem-
porarily restricted”.  “You’re
seeing this warning because
there has been some unusual
activity from this account,” it
said.

Ugrahan had sparked con-
troversy last year by commem-
orating the International
Human Rights Day on
December 10 by holding up
posters of detained activists
such as Umar Khalid, Sharjeel
Imam, Sudha Bhardwaj and
Gautam Navlakha, among oth-
ers. 

Meanwhile, the screenshot
shared by Manjul showed
Twitter as saying: “In the inter-
est of transparency, we are
writing to inform you that

Twitter has received a request
from Indian law enforcement
regarding your Twitter account
@MANJULtoons... that claims
the content violates the law(s)
of India”.  

It further stated that Twitter
has “not taken any action on the
reported content at this time as
a result of this request”.

Mails sent to Manjul, and
others do not mention the
details of the law enforcement
agency that had raised the legal
request.

Twitter, in its notice, said it
is the company's policy to noti-
fy users if it receives a legal
request from an authorised
entity (such as law enforcement
or a government agency) to
remove content from their
account.  Twitter further
informed the account holders
that while the platform is
unable to provide legal advice,
“We want you to have an
opportunity to evaluate the
request and, if you wish, take
appropriate action to protect
your interests.”

“This may include seeking
legal counsel and challenging
the request in court, contacting
relevant civil society organisa-
tions, voluntarily deleting the
content (if applicable), or find-
ing some other resolution,”
Twitter added.

Twitter has been facing
heat for delay in complying with
the IT rules that mandate large
digital platforms to undertake
greater due diligence.
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Infectious Delta variant
(B.1.617.2) first discovered in

India and now making rounds
across the countries, particu-
larly the UK, spreads fast in a
household setting, according to
a study by Public Health
England, a UK Government
health organisation, thus
decoding why several house-
holds have reported multiple
cases of Covid-19 infection
this time as compared to most-
ly single cases in families in the
earlier wave.

The report noted that the
Delta variant is fueling the
Covid-19 second wave in many
parts of India including south
Indian states and spurt in cases
in some countries like the UK.
However, the report said that
those vaccinated do not show
severity of infections, thus call-
ing for an increase in global
vaccinations.

While other variants most-
ly infect one person in a house-
hold, the Delta infects more
than one. This explains why
several members in many fam-
ilies were down with Covid-19
this time.  The Public Health
England has compared the
transmission rate of the Delta
variant in a household setting
with that of the Alpha variant
(B.1.1.7), which is also a vari-
ant of concern. The Alpha
variant was first discovered in
the UK.

“Overall, we found
increased household transmis-
sion of Covid-19 associated

with B.1.617.2 compared to
B.1.1.7. These findings show
households are important set-
tings for rapid transmission of
the lineage B.1.617.2. With
household settings being an
important factor in wider com-
munity spread, strategies to
prevent transmission in these
settings are vital to control the
Covid-19 pandemic,” the PHE
study said.

It noted that there is a 64
percent  increase in the odds of
household transmission asso-
ciated with infection with
B.1.617.2 variant compared to
B.1.1.7. “This study provides
early real-world evidence of the
effect B.1.617.2 variant on
household transmission. The
findings support existing evi-
dence that B.1.617.2 has a sub-
stantially increased transmis-
sibility advantage over the
B.1.1.7 variant,” the PHE
researchers said.

This study also found evi-
dence of increased household
transmission among house-
holds with an index case of
Asian ethnicity,” the researchers
added. They said households
are high risk settings for trans-
mission of Covid-19 and are an
important factor in wider com-
munity spread. “By assessing
the extent to which B.1.617.2
results in onward transmission
to household members com-
pared to B.1.1.7, we can assess
the relative transmissibility of
this variant, and provide infor-
mation vital to the national and
international pandemic
response,” they added.
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Asenior scientist from Amity
University has bagged the

first prize in the Dare to Dream
2.0 innovation contest orga-
nized by Defence Research
and Development
Organization (DRDO). Dr.
Shivani Verma of Amity
Institute  of Space Science &
Technology (AISST) submitted
an innovative  concept “AI
Based detection of a person
based on physiological para-
meters” based on identification
of  a person using physiologi-
cal parameters with innovative
way  of data and information
fusion. The concept was sub-
mitted under Life Science
Technology Domain.

The DRDO launched a
Dare to Dream 2.0 innovation
contest  under “Atma Nirbhar
Bharat”  in August 2020 where-
in participants were invited to
submit innovative ideas on
emerging technologies to pro-
mote the individuals and star-
tups for innovation in defence
and aerospace technologies.

Verma under the guidance
of Dr M.S. Prasad, Director
(AISST) has developed an intel-
ligent inferencing recognition
system based on physiological
parameters of a person with
built-in high accuracy of recog-
nition.
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With cities across the coun-
try making a determined

fight-back in the face of Covid-
19 and the resulting lockdown,
it is time to celebrate the
indomitable human spirit. To
mark a determined progress on
the way to normalcy and pay
tribute to the resilience of the
human mind, an online cross-
word challenge is being organ-
ised on Sunday. 

According to a Press state-
ment by the organiser Extra-C,
a civil society initiative based in
Patna, there will be two cate-
gories in the contest –Student

Category and Open Category. A
participant may play in only one
of the two categories.  The day
coincides with its eighth
anniversary and is named
Extra-C Anniversary
Crossword test (ExACT). 

Chief Operating Officer of
Extra-C, Amitabh Ranjan,
informed that the challenge
will be hosted for an hour on the
website www.crypticsingh.com
from 11 am on June 13. The
Student Category will allow
students from schools and insti-
tutes of higher education to
enter the game while the Open
Category with a higher level of
difficulty will be open to seniors.
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Turbulence from the divorce
between the UK and the

European Union provided an
unwanted distraction at the
Group of Seven summit taking
place in southwest England,
with British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson saying on
Saturday that post-Brexit agree-
ments will fail if the EU con-
tinues to take a “theologically
draconian” approach to the
rules. 

Johnson held meetings
with German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, French
President Emmanuel Macron
and the bloc’s top officials on
the sidelines of the summit he
is hosting. Afterwards, the
prime minister claimed the
EU was not taking a “sensible
or pragmatic” approach to
post-Brexit arrangements, and
he threatened to use an emer-
gency clause to suspend agreed
upon rules if the bloc did not
compromise.

Britain and the EU are
locked in an escalating diplo-
matic feud over Northern
Ireland, the only part of the UK
that borders the 27-nation bloc.
The EU is angry over the
British government’s delay in
implementing new checks on
some goods coming into
Northern Ireland from the rest
of the UK, while Britain says
the checks are imposing a big
burden on businesses and
destabilizing Northern Ireland’s
hard-won peace.

US President Joe Biden

has gotten drawn into the spat,
raising concerns about the
potential threat to Northern
Ireland’s peace accord.

The new arrangements,
designed to keep an open bor-
der between Ireland and its
northern neighbor, have
angered Northern Ireland’s
British unionists, who say they
weaken ties with the rest of the
UK. Tensions over the new
trade rules were a contributing
factor to a week of street vio-
lence in April, largely in union-
ist areas of Northern Ireland,
that saw youths pelt police with
bricks, fireworks and firebombs.

European Commission
President Ursula Von der
Leyen tweeted after meeting
Johnson that Northern Ireland
peace was “paramount,” and
the binding Brexit agreement
protected it.

“We want the best possible

relations with the UK. Both
sides must implement what
we agreed on. There is com-
plete EU unity on this,” she
said.

Johnson told Sky News at
the summit site in Carbis Bay,
Cornwall, that “the treaty we
signed, I signed, is perfectly
reasonable,” but he added: “I
don’t think that the interpreta-
tion or application of the pro-
tocol (by the EU) is sensible or
pragmatic.”

The EU says Britain must
fully implement the agree-
ment, known as the Northern
Ireland Protocol, that the two
sides agreed and ratified. It is
threatening legal action if the
UK does not fully bring in the
checks, which include a ban on
chilled meats such as sausages
from England, Scotland and
Wales going to Northern
Ireland from next month.
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President Joe Biden might
have persuaded some of

the world’s largest economies to
hike taxes on corporations,
but the US Congress could be
a far tougher sell.

White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki said on Friday
that leaders of the Group of
Seven — which also includes
the United Kingdom, France,
Canada, Germany, Italy and
Japan — agreed with Biden on
placing a global minimum tax
of at least 15 per cent on large
companies. The G-7 leaders,
participating in a three-day
summit in England, affirmed
their finance ministers who
earlier this month endorsed the
global tax minimum.

“America is rallying the
world to make big multina-
tional corporations pay their
fair share so we can invest in
our middle class at home,”
Jake Sullivan, the president’s
national security adviser, said
Friday on Twitter.

A minimum tax is sup-
posed to halt an international
race to the bottom for corpo-
rate taxation that has led multi-
national businesses to book
their profits in countries with
low tax rates. This enables
them to avoid taxes and
encourages countries to slash
rates. The minimum rate would
make it tougher for companies

to avoid taxes, and could pos-
sibly supplant a digital services
tax that many European
nations are imposing on US
tech firms that pay at low
rates. Biden administration
officials believe the use of over-
seas tax havens has discouraged
companies from investing
domestically, at a cost to the
middle class. 

The President hopes a G-
7 endorsement can serve as a
springboard for getting buy-in
from the larger Group of 20
complement of nations.

The agreement is not a fin-
ished deal, as the terms would
need to be agreed upon by
countries in the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and
Development and implement-
ed by each of them. The
President needs other countries
to back a global minimum tax
to ensure that his own plans for
an enhanced one in the US don’t
hurt American businesses.

“It has the potential to
stop the race to the bottom,”
said Thornton Matheson, a
senior fellow at the Tax Policy
Center. 

“It would be a huge sea
change in the way things have
been going in corporate taxes
for the last three decades.”

The idea of an enhanced
global minimum tax is also an
integral part of Biden’s domes-
tic agenda, but it faces resis-
tance in Congress.
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China is opposed to US
plans to deploy missiles

and defensive systems in neigh-
bouring countries that could
undermine strategic stability
and has called for advancing
international arms control, dis-
armament and non-prolifera-
tion processes.

Addressing the Conference
on Disarmament in Geneva via
video link on Friday, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi pro-
posed jointly maintaining glob-
al strategic stability, abiding by
international arms control
treaties, addressing the non-
proliferation issue via negotia-
tions and improving global
security governance in new
frontiers. 

“China opposes the devel-
opment and deployment of
regional and global missile
defence systems by a certain
country that undermine strate-
gic stability, and China oppos-
es the deployment of land-
based intermediate-range bal-
listic missiles in the neigh-
bourhood of other countries,”
Wang said.

Though Wang has not
named the US, China in the
past has threatened to take
countermeasures if the US
deploys intermediate-range
missiles in Asia opposed
Washington’s move to deploy
the high tech Terminal High
Altitude Area Defence
(THAAD) in South Korea over
concerns that the American

system will monitor China’s
missile movements.

In the text of his address
posted on the Chinese Foreign
Ministry website, Wang said
the five permanent members of
the UN Security Council
should reaffirm the important
formula that a nuclear war
cannot be won and must never
be fought, strengthen cooper-
ation in strategic risk reduction
and deepen strategic dialogue
on a broader range of strategic
security issues to enhance
strategic trust.

He said China is commit-
ted to a policy of not using or
threatening to use nuclear
weapons against non-nuclear-
weapon states and nuclear-
weapon-free zones uncondi-
tionally.

Without disclosing the
numbers of China’s arsenal of
nuclear weapons, he called on
the US and Russia to reduce
their nuclear weapons.

“China always keeps its
nuclear capabilities at the min-
imum level required for nation-
al security, and does not com-
pete with any other country in
the size or scale of nuclear
force,” he said.  

China so far has not dis-
closed how many warheads it
has, but an assessment by the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute put the num-
ber at 320, in comparison to
Russia’s 54,000 or the 70,000 

US warheads, the Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported.
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Talks between Iran and glob-
al powers restarted Saturday

with the goal of trying to restore
a landmark agreement to con-
tain Iranian nuclear develop-
ment that the Trump adminis-
tration abandoned in 2018.
Senior diplomats from China,
Germany, France, Russia, and

Britain planned to meet at a
hotel in the Austrian capital.

Top Russian representa-
tive Mikhail Ulyanov said in a
tweet that the talks would
allow the participants to
“exchange views on how to
arrange further work in order
to complete the negotiations
successfully and expeditiously.”

The United States is not

formally part of meetings that
launched in Vienna earlier this
year. But the administration of
President Joe Biden has sig-
naled willingness to rejoin the
deal under terms that would
broadly see the United States
scale back sanctions and Iran
return to abiding by the limits
on its nuclear activity contained
in the 2015 agreement.
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Top US and Chinese diplo-
mats appear to have had

another sharply worded
exchange, with Beijing saying
it told the US to cease inter-
fering in its internal affairs and
accusing Washington of politi-
cising the search for the origin
of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Senior Chinese foreign pol-
icy adviser Yang Jiechi and
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken held a phone call Friday
that revealed wide divisions in
a number of contentious areas,
including the curtailing of free-
doms in Hong Kong and the
mass detention of Muslims in
the northwestern Xinjiang

region. Calls for a more thor-
ough investigation into the ori-
gin of the SARS-CoV-2 virus
that causes Covid-19 are par-
ticularly sensitive for China
because of suggestions that it
might have have escaped from
a laboratory in the central city
of Wuhan, where cases were
first discovered.

Yang said China was
“gravely concerned” over what
he called “absurd” stories that
the virus escaped from the
Wuhan lab. China “firmly
opposes any despicable acts
that use the epidemic as an
excuse to slander China and to
shift blames,” Yang was quoted
as saying by the official Xinhua
News Agency. 
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Former President Donald
Trump’s signature border

wall project would lose much
of its funding as well as the fast-
track status that enabled it to
bypass environmental regula-
tions under a Biden adminis-
tration plan announced Friday.

President Joe Biden sus-
pended construction of the wall
upon taking office while his
administration reviewed the pro-
ject. That angered Republicans in
Congress eager to see it go for-
ward amid an increase in appre-
hensions of migrants along the
southwest border.

The new plan does not
cancel the wall project outright,
but it’s still likely to face oppo-
sition in Congress, where many
Republicans are eager to pro-
mote a project closely associ-
ated with the former president.

Biden plans to return more
than $2 billion that the Trump
administration diverted from
the Pentagon to help pay for the
wall and use other money
appropriated by Congress to
address “urgent life, safety, and
environmental issues” created
by the construction. It also asks
lawmakers not to provide any
additional funding for what the
Biden team believes is an
unnecessary effort.

“Building a massive wall

that spans the entire southern
border and costs American tax-
payers billions of dollars is not
a serious policy solution or
responsible use of federal funds,”
the Office of Management and
Budget said in a statement out-
lining the plan.

The government has built
walls and other barriers along
the 2,000-mile (3,200-kilome-
ter) US-Mexico border for
decades to eliminate some of
the easier routes of avoiding
checkpoints. Trump turned the
issue into a centerpiece of his
political identity.

Trump vowed to build a

“virtually impenetrable” wall,
insisting it would be paid for by
Mexico, which never hap-
pened. Instead, his adminis-
tration set aside about $15 bil-
lion through a combination of
congressional appropriations
and taking the money from the
Pentagon and other parts of the
government.

The Trump administra-
tion built about 725 kilometres
of wall, moving quickly and
waiving requirements for envi-
ronmental reviews and medi-
ation, though only about 52 84
kilometres were in areas where
no barrier previously existed.
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French President Emmanuel
Macron says it’s good that

US President
Joe Biden is
able to lead
through coop-
eration, adding
that the United
States is “defi-
nitely” back as
Europe’s part-
ner.

Biden and
Macron met
Saturday as
part of the Group of Seven
summit in southwest England,
where they and other leaders of
the world’s wealthy democra-
cies are discussing the coron-
avirus pandemic, the environ-
ment, national security, rela-
tions with China and econom-
ic issues.

Former US President
Donald Trump took an adver-
sarial approach with NATO
allies, but Macron said Biden
has shown that “leadership is
partnership.” 

The desire for coopera-
tion cuts both ways. Biden
described the European Union
as “incredibly strong and
vibrant,” which he said not only
helps with tackling economic
challenges but also provides a
backbone for NATO.
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Israeli police say a private security guard at a
checkpoint near Jerusalem shot and killed a

woman on Saturday who allegedly planned to
carry out a stabbing attack.

The police said in a statement that the guard
at the Qalandia checkpoint north of Jerusalem
saw the woman with a knife and shot her.

Several amateur videos captured by
Palestinians at the crossing showed the woman
lying on the ground at the Israeli side of the
crossing. Police later said she was a 28-year old
Palestinian woman.

Qalandia is the main crossing point for
Palestinian residents of the West Bank enter-
ing Israel, especially those bound for Jerusalem.
The checkpoint is operated by private securi-
ty firms, but Israeli police deploy after violent
incidents. The official Palestinian news agency,
Wafa, reported that Israeli forces closed the
crossing point on both sides.

Starting five years ago, Palestinians
launched stabbing and car-ramming attacks
against Israelis in the occupied West Bank and
annexed east Jerusalem, but the attacks have
waned in recent years. The Palestinians seek the
West Bank, where the Palestinian Authority
exerts limited self-rule, as part of a future state
alongside Gaza and east Jerusalem. Israel says
Jerusalem is indivisible. Peace negotiations have
stalled for many years. 

Moscow: Moscow’s mayor on
Saturday ordered a week off for
some workplaces and imposed
restrictions on many business-
es to fight coronavirus infec-
tions that have more than dou-
bled in the past week. 

The national coronavirus
taskforce reported 6,701 new
cases of infection in Moscow,
compared with 2,936 on June
6. Nationally, the daily infection
tally has spiked by nearly half
over the past week, to 13,510. 

After several weeks of lock-
down as the pandemic spread
in the spring of 2020, Moscow
eased restrictions and did not
reimpose any during subse-
quent case increases. 

But because of the recent
sharp rise, “it is impossible not
to react to such a situation,”
Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said. 

He ordered that enterpris-
es that do not normally work on
weekends remain closed for
the next week while continuing
to pay employees. In addition,
food courts and children’s play
areas in shopping centers are to
close for a week beginning
Sunday, and restaurants and
bars must limit their service to
takeout from 11 pm to 6 am. AP

Tehran: Iran’s seven presidential candidates
offered starkly different views on Saturday in
the country’s final debate, with hard-liners
describing those seeking ties with the West as
“infiltrators” and the race’s sole moderate warn-
ing a hard-line government would only bring
more sanctions for the Islamic Republic.

Analysts and state-linked polling put hard-
line judiciary chief Ebrahim Raisi as the clear
front-runner in Friday’s upcoming vote, with the
public now largely hostile to the relative mod-
erate President Hassan Rouhani after the collapse
of Tehran’s nuclear deal with world powers.

But that didn’t stop Rouhani’s former
Central Bank chief Abdolnasser Hemmati from
harshly criticizing Raisi, at one point getting
up from his chair to hand him a list he
described as naming individuals who haven’t
paid back huge loans from state banks. He
again tried to link Raisi to former President
Donald Trump, whose decision to unilateral-
ly withdraw America from Iran’s nuclear deal
has seen the country crushed by sanctions.

“Mr. Raisi, you and your friends have played
in Trump’s ground with your extremist policies,”
Hemmati said. For his part, Raisi said he’d make
sure the government returns to the nuclear deal.

The deal “would not be executed by you,
it needs a powerful government to do this,”
Raisi said. The election Friday will see voters
pick a candidate to replace Rouhani, who is
term limited from running again. The vote
comes amid tensions with the West as nego-
tiations continue to try and resuscitate the
nuclear deal, which saw Iran agree to limit its
enrichment of uranium in exchange for the lift-
ing of economic sanctions. AP
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Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s “undemocratic
acts” and his “lust for power,” five former prime min-
isters on Saturday appealed to the country’s admin-
istration and security agencies to not be involved
in such wrong activities that have long term effect
on the nation. The former premiers — Sher Bahadur
Deuba, Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Madhav Kumar
Nepal, Jhalanath Khanal and Baburam Bhattarai-
made the joint appeal in a statement.

Prime minister Oli, currently heading a
minority government, has continuously been
attacking the Constitution of Nepal and under-
mining the long and arduous struggle of the
Nepali people to achieve the federal republic and
its rule of law, the Kathmandu Post reported, cit-
ing the statement.

“We warn the caretaker government not to
do anything or direct others to do anything that
would have a long-term impact on the country
and people and appeal to the administration and
security agencies not to be involved in such
wrong activities,” they said in the statement.

“He has displayed the ugly form of lust for
power that has never existed in Nepal’s politi-
cal history. We condemn such undemocratic acts
by Oli,” they said.

The statement comes at a time when the
Supreme Court started hearing on the case
regarding the reinstatement of the House of
Representatives, which was dissolved by
President Bidya Devi Bhandari on May 22 at the
recommendation of Prime Minister Oli, who lost
a trust vote in the House last month. PTI
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CG Power Industrial Power
Solutions Ltd has planned

a capex of �135 crore this fis-
cal, the company said.

The capex to be funded out
of internal accruals will be on
balancing, debottlenecking and
modernising the facilities at the
plants for productivity
improvement.

CG Power also said barring
four wholly owned overseas
operating subsidiary compa-
nies in Sweden, Germany, the
Netherlands and the US, rest of
the subsidiaries are being
closed or in the process of
being wound up.

Entities which are under
investigation, would be closed
after obtaining necessary
approvals of the authorities, the
company said.

CG Power said it is ensur-
ing business continuity during
Covid-19 pandemic by work-
ing with extended and stag-
gered shifts in the plants and
digital transformation through
online customer inspections,
online service advice, sharing
pictorial procedures with onsite
customer personnel, remote
support for testing equipment.

The company closed last
fiscal with a total income of
�2,568.06 crore and a net loss
of �208.93 crore down from a
total income of �3,226.36 crore
and a loss of �1,799.20 crore
registered in FY20.

However CG Power has
posted a net profit of �673.77
crore during the last quarter of
last year.

Last year CG Power was
acquired by Murugappa
Group’s Tube Investments of
India Ltd. 

Under the one time settle-
ment scheme, the entire debt of
�2,160 crores were settled at
�1,000 crore - (�650 crore in
cash and the rest by recognis-
ing a new debt of �150 crore
and issue of zero coupon non-
convertible debentures aggre-
gating to �200 crore).
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Aday after the Karnataka
High Court judgement dis-

missing the petition of Amazon
& Flipkart, the Confederation
of All India Traders (CAIT) on
Saturday sent a communication
to Union Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal urging him to
direct the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) to
immediately initiate investiga-
tion proceedings against
Amazon and Flipkart without
any further ado.

The CAIT has also urged
Goyal to immediately issue a

fresh Press Note replacing Press
Note 2 of the FDI policy with
a Monitoring mechanism to
ensure that law of the land pre-
vails and no one should dare to
violate the policy, law or the
rules. 

The CAIT has also pro-

posed that to bring greater
transparency in e-commerce
business, every company
indulging into any e-commerce
activity through any type of
electronic mode should have to
take a Registration Number
from the DPIIT.
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Low base effect accelerated
the growth of India’s phar-

ma sector in May, India Ratings
and Research (Ind-Ra) said.

The ratings agency opined
that the 47.8 per cent YoY
growth in India’s pharmaceu-
tical market (IPM) during May
2021 was led by a low base
effect.

Last year, the IPM declined
by 8.5 per cent YoY in May
2020 due to the lockdown.

“IPM growth would have
been stronger on an adjusted
basis,” Ind-Ra said in a state-
ment.

“Acute therapies namely
anti-infective, analgesics and
vitamins benefited significant-
ly due to the second Covid
wave as these therapies have a
direct/indirect role in the treat-
ment of Covid patients. Acute
therapy growth was also aided
by the low base in May 2020.”

As per the report, during
May 2021, volumes grew 31.5
per cent YoY, price growth
was 7 per cent and products
launches were at 9.3 per cent,
attributed to acute therapy
products.

“Ind-Ra estimates the mar-
ket to grow 8-10 per cent YoY
in size during FY22.”

Besides, it cited that acute
therapies such as anti-infec-
tives, analgesic and vitamins
witnessed sales growth of
141.19 per cent YoY, 50.3 per

cent YoY and 59.8 per cent YoY
respectively, while gastro grew
47.7 per cent YoY during May
2021. “Growth under-perfor-
mance was observed in chron-
ic therapies during the month,
with cardiac and anti-diabetic
growing 31 per cent YoY and
20.2 per cent YoY, respective-
ly.”

“However, on a moving
average total (MAT) May 2021
basis, a growth out-perfor-
mance was observed across
these therapies.”
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The country’s largest public
sector insurer, Life

Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) has issued a public warn-
ing over the unauthorised use
or misuse of its iconic logo by
anybody.

According to its Twitter
handle, the LIC has barred any
websites, publishing houses or
digital entities from publishing
its logo without the prior per-
mission. The 65-year-old LIC,
which is soon going for its IPO,
has warned stringent legal or
civil action against any person
found misusing its official logo,
in a post on Friday.

The simple but logo con-
sists of a flame symbolizing ‘life’
with two shielding hands of ‘life
insurance’ indicating its pro-
tection, with the Sanskrit leg-
end below it - “Yogakshemam
Vahmyaham”, derived from the
Bhagwad Gita, and the LIC
headquarters at Nariman Point
in south Mumbai is also named
‘Yogakshema’.

New Delhi:Adani Enterprises
Ltd (AEL) on Saturday said it
has incorporated a wholly-
owned subsidiary, Adani
Cement Industries Limited
(ACIL), to manufacture all
types of cements.In a filing to
BSE, the company said it incor-
porated the wholly-owned sub-
sidiary on June 11, 2021 and
the subsidiary company yet to
commence its business opera-
tions. The new company will
carry on business as manufac-
turers,producers, processors of
all types of cements.
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The Government has asked
all Ministries and govern-

ment departments to target 20
per cent reduction in  expen-
ditures like domestic and for-
eign travel, overtime allowance,
rent and office expenses, in the
current fiscal year as it tightens
its purse strings amid the sec-
ond wave of the pandemic.

The Department of
Expenditure under the Finance
Ministry issued an office mem-
orandum in this regard on
June 10.

“All the Ministries/ depart-
ments are requested to take
steps to curtail all avoidable
non-scheme expenditure and
aim for 20 per cent reduction
in controllable expenditure....
Expenditure in 2019-20 may be
taken as the baseline for this
purpose,” the memorandum
said. However, expenditure
related to containment of the
pandemic is excluded from
the scope of this order.

The memorandum said,

ministries should aim to con-
trol expenditures like over-
time allowance, rewards,
domestic and foreign travel,
office expenses, rents, rates
and taxes, royalty.

Besides, expenditures relat-
ed to publications, other
administrative expenses, sup-
plies and materials, cost of
ration, clothing and tentage,
advertising and publicity,
minor works and maintenance,
service or commitment

charges, grants-in-aid general,
contribution and other charges,
should also be cut.

The Savings that would
accrue to the Government due
to this move cannot be exact-
ly ascertained. This is the sec-
ond year in a row that the gov-
ernment has come out with
measures to rationalise expen-
diture.  Last year, the expendi-
ture department had asked all
ministries /departments to
review appointments of con-
sultants, curtail functions and
ban use of imported paper for
printing as part of measures to
rationalise non-priority expen-
diture.

As per estimates, the gov-

ernment is staring at an addi-
tional expenditure of up to Rs
1.45 lakh crore to provide free
vaccines and foodgrains to
people devastated by the dead-
ly second wave of covid infec-
tions.

Reversing a policy where
states competed for vaccine
supplies for certain age cate-
gories, the government earlier
this week announced that the
central government will pro-
cure vaccines for all adults. 

All above 18 years of age
would get free vaccines from
June 21.  Also, the free food-
grain scheme that was to end
in June has been extended till
November 2021. 

Cardiff (UK): The climate cri-
sis is certain to be a hot topic
at the G7 summit in Cornwall. 

While the leaders of the
world’s richest countries agree
in theory on the need to reach
net zero emissions by 2050 at
the latest, they remain faithful
to a fossil fuel industry reluc-
tant to substantively change its
business model.

A recent report by the
International Energy Agency, a
typically conservative advisory
body, argued for an immediate
ban on new fossil fuel projects.
But investments by oil, gas
and coal companies into find-
ing new sources continue, as
does industry lobbying to
undermine regulation.

The environment ministers
of the G7 countries committed
to end funding for new over-
seas coal projects by the end of
2021. 

But 51 per cent of their
Covid-19 economic recovery
funds – a total of USD 189 bil-
lion– paid between January
2020 and March 2021 were ear-
marked as financial aid for the
fossil fuel industry. Worse,
USD 8 of every USD 10 dedi-
cated to non-renewable energy
was paid with no conditions on
these companies to reduce
their emissions.

Why does it seem so hard
for G7 leaders to match their
words with action when it
comes to the fossil fuel indus-
try?

Betting on the long-term
business case Despite setbacks
in volatile markets and over-
supply risks, there is still a lot
of money to be made from
extracting, producing and sell-
ing hydrocarbons. Demand for
coal has plateaued, but oil and

gas demand is predicted to rise
at least for the next 15 to 20
years, particularly in emerging
economies such as China and
India.This puts G7 leaders in
an awkward position. On the
one hand, governments 

need to reboot economic
growth after the pandemic
slowdown – a profitable 

energy sector nourished
by rising demand abroad is
welcome, even though hydro-
carbon extraction can be espe-
cially polluting in developing
countries.

Governmental support for
the industry in the form of sub-
sidies or tax breaks artificially
inflates the profitability of fos-
sil fuels, in turn making renew-
ables a less attractive invest-
ment. Put simply, it is less
risky and more profitable to –
at least for now – invest in oil
and gas.Carbon lock-in

The fossil fuel industry
continues to shed public sup-
port, but it can rely on the fact
that it’s embedded within a
complex system of consumers,
suppliers and contractors,
politicians and the media. 

The cause-and-effect rela-
tions that define such an intri-
cate system often produce
unintended outcomes.

This interdependency is

referred to as carbon lock-in.
Economies have evolved in
such a way that they perpetu-
ate an energy landscape dom-
inated by fossil fuels and
plagued by an inability to rad-
ically change.

Not only does carbon lock-
in result in inertia, it causes a
tragedy of the commons-type
problem. 

Big oil companies such as
BP, Exxon Mobil and Shell are
unlikely to make meaningful
changes until the rest of the sys-
tem acts in unison. National oil
companies and smaller pri-
vately owned fossil fuel com-
panies comprise the bulk of
known fossil fuel reserves. 

But they often evade the
spotlight and so can operate
with more freedom. For a big
oil company to make high-risk
changes to its business model
while others enjoy a free ride
would be seen as a bad business
decision.

Lock-in, as the name sug-
gests, is very difficult to break.
That said, G7 members are
powerful nodes within this
complex network. Strong lead-
ership – such as divestment
from fossil fuels and strong
support for renewables – would
cause reverberations through-
out the whole system. 
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India Power Corporation Ltd
on Saturday said its profit

after tax (PAT) jumped 60 per
cent to � 26.66 crore in the fis-
cal year ended March 31, 2021.

In 2019-20, it recorded a
profit of �16.69 crore, a com-
pany statement said.   

The Kolkata-headquar-
tered company is an integrat-
ed power utility with distribu-
tion licence covering 618
square kilometres in Asansol-
Ranigunj region of West
Bengal. It provides power to
industrial, commercial and
domestic consumers.

Total income for the year
was at � 518.37 crore, it said
without disclosing the com-
parative figure.

India Power further said
its sales increased by 2 million
units in 2020-21 despite the
impact of the pandemic and

lockdown during the first two
quarters of the financial year.

“We were able to over-
come the setback of the coro-
navirus pandemic by adding a
large number of consumers
across voltage levels, which
resulted in accelerated sales
growth from second quarter
onwards. 

Our ability to procure
power at competitive prices led
to cost savings and further
improved our earnings,”  India
Power Whole-time Director
Somesh Dasgupta said. 
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Electric two-wheeler makers
on Saturday termed as “a

phenomenal move” by the
Government to increase sub-
sidy for such vehicles by 50 per
cent under the FAME II
scheme saying it would be a
game changer in the adoption
of eco-friendly vehicles.

The Government on
Friday made a partial modifi-
cation of the scheme for Faster
Adoption and Manufacturing
of Electric Vehicles in India
Phase II (FAME India Phase
II), including increasing the
demand incentive for electric
two-wheelers to �15,000 per
KWh from the earlier uni-
form subsidy of �10,000 per
KWh for all EVs, including
plug in hybrids and strong
hybrids except buses.

In the latest modification,
the department of heavy indus-
tries also capped incentives
for electric two-wheelers at 40
per cent of the cost of vehicles,
up from 20 per cent earlier.

“The revision in the
FAME (II) policy, increasing

the subsidy by 50 per cent per
KWh is a phenomenal move.
Sales of electric two-wheelers
have grown despite the pan-
demic and with this addition-
al subsidy, we expect electric
two wheeler sales to disrupt the
market, and clock 6 million-
plus units by 2025,” Ather
Energy CEO and Co-founder
Tarun Mehta said in a state-
ment.The Government’s con-
tinued support to drive adop-
tion of EVs, with a keen focus
on locally built electric two-
wheelers will make India the
manufacturing hub of EVs, he
added.

Welcoming the “govern-
ment’s continued support to
EVs”, TVS Motor Company
Joint Managing Director

Sudarshan Venu said,
“Sustainable mobility solutions
are very important for the
future and TVS is investing sig-
nificantly behind this. The
improved incentives for electric
two wheelers will increase pen-
etration.” He further said,”Such
policy direction should lead to
indigenous development of
future technology.”

Expressing similar views,
Society of Manufacturers of
Electric Vehicles (SMEV)
Director General Sohinder Gill
said, “It’s an important and an
admirable decision taken by the
government, a move that will
bring down the prices of elec-
tric two wheelers nearer to the
IC (internal combustion
engine) vehicles and remove
one of the biggest blockade of
the high sticker price of electric
two-wheelers.”

Elaborating further, he said
a ‘city speed electric scooter’
with a range of 100km/charge
will now cost less than Rs
60,000 and a high-speed scoot-
er with a range of 80 km will
come nearer to the price tag of
Rs 1 lakh. 
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India needs about 400,000
charging stations to meet

the requirement for two million
Electric Vehicles (EV) that
could potentially ply on its
roads by 2026, said a report on
Saturday.

The Grant Thornton
Bharat-Ficci report said for
India to reach its vision of 100
per cent EVs by 2030, factors
such as increasing government
support, decreasing cost of
technology, and distressing
pollution levels, would be key
to accelerate this transition.

As per EV industry body -
Society of Manufacturers of
Electric Vehicles - there are
1,800 charging stations in India
as of March 2021 for approxi-
mately 16,200 electric cars,
including the fleet segment.

“Overall, the EV infra-
structure is tightly coupled
with the EV and charging sta-
tion characteristics, battery
technologies, and electricity
markets,” the report said.
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Vellore Institute of
Technology (VIT) declared

the results for VIT Engineering
Entrance Examination
(VITEEE) on Saturday (June
12, 2021).

VITEEE, the entrance
examination for various B.Tech
programmes offered by VIT
was conducted on May 28, 29,
31 and June 10, 2021 as online
remote proctored examina-
tion. This mode enabled appli-
cants to take VITEEE in the
safety and comfort of their
home. The results are available
in”https://admissionresults.vit.a
c.in/viteee”.

Applicants from 31 Indian
states and 8 union territories
and more than 15 foreign
countries participated in
VITEEE. Applicants within 1
lakh ranks are eligible to par-
ticipate in the counselling
scheduled from 21st June to
16th July 2021 in 4 phases.

Counselling for ranks 1 to
20,000 will be conducted from
21 to 22 June; 20,001 to 45,000
from 30th June to 1st July, 2021;
45,001 to 70,000 from 8th to
9th July 2021 and 70,001 to

1,00,000 from 15th to 16th July
2021.Applicants who secured
more than 1 lakh rank are eli-
gible for admission in VIT-AP
and VIT Bhopal only.

The classes are likely to
commence from Aug 2, 2021.

Under the G V School
Development Programme
(GVSDP), Central and State
board exam toppers would be
given 100 percent fee waiver for
all the four years. Candidates
with ranks up to 50 would be
given 75 percent tuition fee
waiver, those with ranks 51 to
100 would get 50 percent
tuition fee waiver and candi-
dates in ranks 101 to 1,000
would be given 25 percent
tuition fee waiver.

The district toppers (one
boy and one girl) in all the dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
who are studying in
Government schools in rural
areas will be given 100 percent
fee waiver and exemption from
hostel and mess fees under the
STARS (Support The
Advancement of Rural
Students) scheme.
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Novak Djokovic handed
13-time champion
Rafael Nadal only his

third defeat in 16 years and 108
matches at the French Open on
Friday to reach his sixth Roland
Garros final after an epic show-
down which even beat the coun-
try’s Covid-19 curfew.

In their 58th career clash,
Djokovic triumphed 3-6, 6-3, 7-
6 (7/4), 6-2 and stays on course
to capture a 19th major and
become the first man in over 50
years to win all four Slams
twice.

Djokovic, the 2016 champi-
on in Paris who had also beat-
en Nadal at the 2015 tourna-
ment, will face Stefanos Tsitsipas
in Sunday’s final in what will be
his 29th championship match at
the Slams.

Tsitsipas had earlier become
the first Greek to reach a Grand
Slam final with a 6-3, 6-3, 4-6,
4-6, 6-3 victory over Alexander
Zverev.

Nadal, 35, remains tied on
20 majors with Roger Federer.

“It was a privilege to face
Rafa in such an incredible
match,” said Djokovic after four
hours and 11 minutes of intense
action. “Tonight it was my great-
est ever match in Paris.”

He now leads Nadal 30-28
in their career rivalry.

“It’s hard to find
words for Rafa’s
achievements at Roland
Garros. The amount of
wins on this court is
incredible,” he added.

“You have to climb
Mount Everest when
you meet him here.”

It was Djokovic’s
second win in eight
meetings in Paris with
Nadal, a sequence
which also included
three losses in finals.

It was Nadal’s first defeat

in 14 semi-finals in the French
capital.

“Probably it was not my best
day today, even if I fought,” said
Nadal. “Sometimes you win,
sometimes you lose. I had a big
chance. There were some crazy
points but there was fatigue
there.”

Djokovic finished with 50
winners; Nadal committed 55
unforced errors under the
relentless assault.

Djokovic had two break
points in the opening game of
the first set which stretched to
10 minutes but was unable to
convert.

Nadal made him pay, sprint-
ing away for a 5-0 lead before the
top seed got on the board.

Djokovic clung on, retriev-
ing one break to get to 2-5 but
Nadal eventually prevailed after
one hour on court even if he
required seven set points to
edge ahead.

The old rivals exchanged
breaks in the second and third
games of a big-hitting second set
but it was Djokovic who repeat-
ed the feat for a 4-2 lead before
levelling the tie.

Twice in the third set
Djokovic edged ahead, only to
be reeled back in by Nadal who
broke back in the 10th game as
the world number one served
for the set.

Djokovic then saved a set
point with an ice-cool drop
shot in the 12th game.

“You cannot play better clay
court tennis than this. It’s per-
fect,” tweeted Andy Murray.

A 92-minute third set ended
with Djokovic taking the
tiebreak. Nadal then broke in the
first game of the fourth set but
Djokovic levelled for 2-2 and
broke again for 4-2.

He finished it off on a sec-
ond match point when Nadal hit
wide and long to conclude a
match on the same court where
they first met in 2006.
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Opener Rohit Sharma coun-
tering Trent Boult’s

incoming deliveries will make
for a fascinating contest, some-
thing that Virender Sehwag
will be looking forward to
during the World Test
Championship final between
India and New Zealand, start-
ing in Southampton on June
18.

Sehwag, who redefined the
art of opening batting in Test
cricket, feels that Rohit’s qual-
ities and recent form at the top
of the order certainly makes
him a candidate to succeed
during the six Test matches in
England this summer.

“No doubt Trent Boult-
Tim Southee combination will
pose a lot of challenge for
Indians. They can move the
ball both ways and are brilliant
while bowling in partnerships
also,” Sehwag said.

“Boult vs Rohit Sharma
will be a contest that I would

be looking forward to. If Rohit
gets set and see off Boult’s
opening spell, it will be a treat
to watch,” feels one of India’s
greatest match winners.

While this would be
Rohit’s first shot at opening in
English conditions, the expe-
rience of playing Tests in 2014
will certainly help him.

“Rohit is a fantastic bats-
man and he has played Test
cricket in England earlier also
(2014) so I think he can man-
age well as we have seen in
recent times when he has
opened the batting. I have no
doubt that he will score runs in
England this time.

“Obviously, as it is for any
opener, he would have to be
careful for the first 10 overs
and see off that new ball to
understand the conditions
first. I am sure he will get a
chance to show his range of
strokes,” said the man, who has
scored more than 8000 Test
runs.

Sehwag also believes that

rather than going in with four
pacers, India should go with
two spinners in their five-
man bowling line-up as it
would also strengthen their
lower middle-order batting.

“I don’t how the wicket
would look like on June 18th
but one thing I have always
believed is that you need to
play to your strengths. If India
can play with five specialist
bowlers that will be great thing
because I still believe that two
spinners will come into effect
on fourth and fifth day.

“Two spinners will be
good for India because both
Ashwin and Jadeja are capable
all-rounders. That also adds
depth to your batting. You
don’t need a sixth batsman
with both of them around.”

Sehwag also wants Pant to
bat the way he knows and not
get bogged down by too much
analysis and dissection about
technique and temperament
needed to be successful in
England.

New Delhi: India’s white ball
squad, led by Shikhar
Dhawan, will quarantine in
Mumbai from June 14 to 28
and undergo six RT-PCR tests
on alternate days before flying
off to Colombo for the six-
match series against Sri Lanka,
starting on July 13.

It is understood that all
the Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) that will be
followed by the Lanka-bound
squad will be same as those of
the first team currently in the
United Kingdom for the
World Test Championship
final and five-match series
against England.

“All the rules will be
same like we followed in
England. The outstation
players will come by
charter flight and
some fly business
class of commer-
cial airline,” a
BCCI source
privy to devel-
opment said.

“They will
do seven days
of room quar-
antine and

then can meet in common
areas inside the bio-bubble.
The players will do gym ses-
sions in staggered manner.”

While the three-match
ODI series starts on July 13, it
is expected that Indian team
will have match simulation
practice (situational training)
after individual sessions, fol-
lowing three days of room
quarantine at the team hotel
in Colombo.

“It will be just like what’s
happening in England. Match
situations will be created and
that’s how the intra-squad
training will be held.

“You can’t have your
main players get out off the
first ball and not bat again or
bat for the whole innings.

Everyone needs train-
ing so it won’t be
practice games as
such,” the source
said. The Indian
teams over the
years have
always stayed at
the Taj
S a m u d r a
Hotel in
Colombo.
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Sehwag looking forward to Boult vs Rohit contest

Southampton: The flamboyant
Rishabh Pant took his senior
bowling colleagues to the clean-
ers with an unbeaten century
while opener Shubman Gill also
warmed up with a polished 85
during the Indian team’s intra-
squad match simulation over the
last two days.

The two teams are being led
by Virat Kohli and KL Rahul
with all the first team batsmen
packed in one side and the reg-
ular bowlers on the other, with
reserves like Wriddhiman Saha
and Hanuma Vihari.

Pant, who has been in the
form of his life, hammered
every bowler including the spin-
ners in his unbeaten 121 off 94
balls. Opening the batting with
Rohit Sharma, Gill scored 85 off
135 balls.

Kohli’s team was only trou-
bled by veteran pacer Ishant
Sharma who returned the best
figures of 3 for 36. PTI

Pant smashes ton, Gill
85 in intra-squad game
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Ross Taylor’s 80 guide New
Zealand into a first-innings

lead over England in the second
and final Test at Edgbaston on
Saturday.

New Zealand were 326-5 at
lunch on the third day, 23 runs
ahead of England’s 303.

The Black Caps had the
better of the session, scoring 97
runs for the loss of two wick-
ets.

Tom Blundell was 24 not
out after being dropped on
nought by opposing wicket-
keeper James Bracey.

Daryl Mitchell, one of six
changes, including Blundell,

to the New Zealand side that
drew last week’s first Test at
Lord’s, was unbeaten on three.

New Zealand resumed on
229-3, a deficit of 74, after Will
Young had been dismissed for
82 off the last ball of Friday’s
play when part-time off-spin-
ner Dan Lawrence had him
caught at short leg.

Taylor, was 46 not out after
opener Devon Conway had
followed his stunning 200 on
debut in last week’s drawn first
Test at Lord’s with 80.

The experienced Taylor
completed just his second fifty
in 15 Test innings when he
swept Lawrence for four, his
seventh boundary in 101 balls

faced.
It was an encouraging sign

for New Zealand ahead of their
appearance in next week’s inau-
gural World Test
Championship final against
India at Southampton.

Taylor, however, should
have been out for 68 but a mis-
cued hook off Stuart Broad was
dropped by substitute Sam
Billings at fine leg as England
missed yet another chance.

England continued to
endure a tough first hour,
despite taking the new ball,
with Bracey, fresh from his sec-
ond duck in as many Tests, con-
ceding nine byes.

Taylor’s impressive innings
ended, however, with New
Zealand in sight of a first-
innings lead, when he tried to
attack Olly Stone but succeed-
ed only in edging to Bracey.

New Zealand were then
292-4, with Taylor having
missed out on a fourth Test
century in England.

But Bracey’s joy turned to
despair three balls later when
the relatively novice gloveman
dropped new batsman Blundell
after failing to hang to a low
one-handed chance off Stone as
he dived to his right.

Karachi: The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) will bid for five
major events of the International
Cricket Council (ICC) during
the 2024-2031 cycle, including
an edition of the Champions
Trophy and World T20 Cup.

According to an official
source, the PCB is in the process
of preparing its bids for the ICC
events which have to be submit-
ted soon. “The ICC had asked
for the expression of interest
from its member countries.
Once the Boards submit their
bids, an independent commit-
tee of the ICC will assess the bids
in December this year to give its
report for a final decision next
year,” the source said.

The source said Pakistan
has already held talks with the
Emirates Cricket Board to joint-
ly host some ICC events.

It was 24 years ago when
Pakistan last hosted an ICC
event — 1996 World Cup —
jointly with India and Sri
Lanka. PTI
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London: The England and
Wales Cricket Board is to launch
a ‘social media review’ that
could lead to disciplinary action
following the fall-out from Ollie
Robinson’s Twitter posts.

The Sussex seamer was sus-
pended from England duty
pending an investigation after
historic racist and sexist posts
made in 2012 and 2013 re-
emerged during his Test debut
against New Zealand at Lord’s

last week.
Since Robinson’s posts re-

emerged, the social media feeds
of a number of Internationals
have been scrutinised, with an
unnamed player found to have
sent offensive tweets while under
the age of 16. Meanwhile, the
experienced England trio of
James Anderson, Jos Buttler
and Eoin Morgan have all faced
accusations of publishing poten-
tially offensive messages. AFP
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Birmingham: Initially not
expecting to feature in the
ongoing second Test against
England, New Zealand pacer
Trent Boult is hopeful that
achieving game fitness rather
than bowling in the nets will
put him in ‘good stead’ in the
upcoming World Test
Championship final against
India.

“Initially I wasn’t expect-
ing to play this game but
everything fell into line, and
I gave myself that chance to
get out there and I think I’ll
definitely be better off for
that head out,” Boult was
quoted as saying by
ESPNCricinfo.

“It’s one thing loading
and getting through num-
bers in the nets but to simu-
late that kind of game fitness
and having to come back
three, four or five times in a
day … there’s no real other

way to do that. So I’m hoping
it puts me in good stead (for
the WTC final).”

New Zealand have plenty
of bowling options ahead of
the marquee Test next week
with pacers Tim Southee, Kyle
Jamieson, Neil Wagner and
Matt Henry performing well in
ongoing series but Boult feels
some ‘hard calls’ are on the
cards.

“Healthy competition,”
Boult said about their pace-
bowling options for the WTC
final.

“The boys are very excit-
ed about the prospect, but
they’ve put in a lot of hard
yards not just over the last
couple of weeks but over a
couple of years of a Test

Championship cycle.
“Some hard calls will have

to be made but the big picture
is the collective goal of lifting
the world title,” he added. PTI
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Barbora Krejcikova won her
maiden Grand Slam singles
title at the French Open on

Saturday, beating Russia’s
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova to
become the first Czech woman in
40 years to conquer Roland
Garros.

Krejcikova, ranked 33 in the
world and playing just her fifth
main draw in a Slams singles
event, triumphed 6-1, 2-6, 6-4 for
a second career title.

The 25-year-old emulates
compatriot Hana Mandlikova who
claimed the trophy in Paris in
1981.

The 25-year-old Krejcikova
dedicated her victory to her men-
tor, the former Wimbledon cham-
pion Jana Novotna who died of can-
cer at the age of 49 in 2017.

“It’s hard to put into
words. I cannot believe
I have just won a
Grand Slam,”
s a i d
Krejcikova
who was
still out-
side the
top 100
when the
2020 French Open
took place last October.

“I spent a lot of time
with Jana before she died. Her
last words to me were ‘enjoy
tennis and try and win a Grand
Slam’.

“I know she’s looking after
me. All this is pretty much
because she is looking after
me.

“It was amazing
that I got the
chance to meet
her. She was such
an inspiration. I
miss her and I
hope she’s really
happy.”

In a nervy start
to the final,
Krejcikova was
broken in the first
game, serving up
two double faults.

However, the
2 9 - y e a r - o l d
Russian was
unable to capi-
talise and dropped
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the next six games as her Czech oppo-
nent grabbed three breaks and raced
way with the opener inside half an
hour.

Krejcikova was rewarded for her
bold attacking, hitting 13 winners to
the Russian’s seven.

Pavlyuchenkova, who made her
Slam debut back in 2007, was the

more composed player in the sec-
ond set, stretching out to 5-1.

A medical timeout at 5-2,
during which she was seen

munching Haribo gummy bears,
merely delayed the Russian levelling

the final.
In the decider, the players

exchanged breaks in the third and
fourth games, before the Czech broke
to love for 4-3 on the back of a 10-shot
rally.

Pavlyuchenkova saved two
championship points in the ninth
game and a third in the 10th but

Krejcikova became champion
on the fourth when the Russian

hit long.
B o t h

women capi-
talised on a
draw in
which the
top seeds

fell and just
kept falling.

W o r l d
number one
and 2019 cham-
pion Ashleigh

Barty hobbled out
in the second round.

Serena Williams was knocked
out in the fourth round, world num-
ber two Naomi Osaka withdrew after
one match, while 2018 champion
Simona Halep never even made it to
Paris.


