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The Government on
Wednesday asserted that

microblogging platform
Twitter has lost its legal pro-
tection in India because it
deliberately chose non-com-
pliance despite multiple oppor-
tunities to it. Losing legal pro-
tection means Twitter’s top
executives, including the
nation’s managing director, face
police questioning and crimi-
nal liability under the Indian
Penal Code over “unlawful
and inflammatory” content
posted by users on Twitter.

Accusing Twitter of delib-
erately refusing to comply with
Indian laws, in identical posts
on Twitter as well as its Indian
rival Koo, Union IT Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad said
Twitter was given “multiple
opportunities to comply” but it
deliberately chose non-com-
pliance.

In a related development,
the Ghaziabad police have
booked Twitter Inc, its India
unit and seven others in con-

nection with a viral video of an
attack on an elderly person and
issued notices to them. This is
the first case that holds the
social media giant responsible
for third-party content.

Twitter has lost its inter-
mediary immunity (legal pro-
tection) in India after it failed
to appoint statutory officers on
the company’s role, in accor-
dance with the new
Information Technology (IT)
rules. 

This means Twitter’s top
executives, including the
nation’s managing director, face

police question-
ing and criminal liability under
the Indian Penal Code over
“unlawful and inflammatory”
content posted by Twitter users
on its platform. 

In a series of tweets, Prasad
said there are numerous
queries arising as to whether
Twitter is entitled to safe har-
bour provision. “However, the
simple fact of the matter is that
Twitter has failed to comply
with the Intermediary
Guidelines that came into effect
from the 26th of May,” he 
said.
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If a corona warrior passes
away due to Covid-19 infec-

tion, his relatives might get
compensation as high as �1
crore, but there is no compen-
sation available to a common
man in case of death linked to
vaccination.

Clinical trial procedures
do have compensation provi-
sions which are paid by the
companies, though the process
is fraught with difficulties and
may stretches years.

A senior Union Health
Ministry official said there is no
provision of doling out com-
pensation for recipients of
Covid-19 vaccine against any
kind of adverse events follow-
ing immunisation (AEFI) or
medical complications that
may arise due to inoculation. In
this connection, he cited chil-
dren immunisation pro-
gramme where no compensa-
tion has been given so far.

The AEFI is defined as “any
untoward medical occurrence
which follows immunisation”
and which does not necessar-
ily have a causal relationship
with the usage of the vaccine.

As per the Government

report, since the launch of the
nationwide vaccination from
January 16 till June 7, one per-
son has died due to severe aller-
gic reaction of vaccination
while 488 succumbed post
inoculation which the
Government said were due to
co-incidental reasons, includ-
ing co-morbidities, and cannot
be directly attributed to the
vaccination. So far, 26 crore
people have been vaccinated in
the country with Covaxin or
Covishield.

In fact, in a written reply in
Parliament, Union Health
Minister of State Ashwani
Kumar Choubey on March 19
said, “There is no provision of
compensation for recipients of
Covid-19 vaccine against any
kind of side effects or medical
complications that may arise
due to inoculation. The Covid-
19 vaccination is entirely vol-
untary for the beneficiary.”

However, measures have
been put in place like avail-
ability of anaphylaxis kits at
each vaccination site, immedi-
ate referral to AEFI manage-
ment centre and observation of
vaccine recipients for 30 min-
utes at session site for any
adverse events so as to take
timely corrective measure.
Also, the AEFI management of
such cases are provided free of
cost treatment in Public Health
Facilities, he had said.

“Though under clinical tri-
als conducted in India, there
are specific rules defining com-
pensation for participants, this
is not so in case for the vacci-
nation. There is no method
under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act to provide any
type of compensation against
any adverse event after receiv-
ing a vaccine approved for
restricted emergency 
use. 
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As the third Covid-19 wave
is projected to impact chil-

dren in a bigger way, the
Government has issued guide-
lines for Covid-care manage-
ment for kids. According to the
guidelines, drugs such as iver-
mectin, hydroxychloroquine,
favipiravir and antibiotics like
doxycycline and azithromycin,
which are prescribed for adult
patients, should not be recom-
mended for treating the minor.

The Union Health
Ministry’s recommendations
include augmenting existing
Covid-care facilities to provide
care to children with acute
coronavirus infection. 

“Similarly, issues of optimal
treatment for multisystem
inflammatory syndrome in
children ( MIS-C ) need to be
addressed by clinical trials,
such as comparison of low
dose with high doses steroids,
comparison of steroids with
IVIG and others,” it added.

Various States like Delhi,

UP and Maharashtra on their
own have already started tak-
ing measures — from ramping
up paediatric beds to prioritis-
ing vaccination for parents of
kids below 12 
years.

����� 34!�&45�%

Lok Janshakti Party (LJP)
leader Chirag Paswan on

Wednesday  vowed to fight
back to save the party found-
ed by his father late Ram Vilas
Paswan, saying he was “sher ka
beta” (lion’s son).

In his first media interac-
tion after split in the LJP par-
liamentary party and five of LJP
MPs writing to Lok Sabha
Speaker to appoint his uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras as the
leader of the party, Chirag
blamed the Janata Dal (United)
for crisis in the 
party.

While blaming the JD(U)
for the split, he steered clear of
questions regarding the role of
the BJP in the development and
added that what has happened
is also an internal matter of his
party for which he will not tar-
get others.

Chirag may have avoided
any reference to the role of the
BJP behind the split in the LJP,
but it is well known that the saf-
fron outfit had lent its weight
behind Paras. State BJP chief
Sanjay Jaiswal had met Paras
just three days before the split

in the parliamentary party.
When asked if “Hanuman”

who is in trouble now will seek
help from “Ram”, a reference to
his projection of his relation-
ship with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the
Bihar Assembly polls as that
between the two famous char-
acters of epic Ramayan, he
said, “If Hanuman has to seek
help from Ram, then what
good is Hanuman and what
good is Ram.” 

It is going to be a long bat-

tle, Paswan said, as the group
headed by him fights the fac-
tion of five other party MPs, led
by Paras, to claim ownership of
the LJP.

The JD(U), he alleged, had
been working to cause a split in
the party even when his father
was alive. Targeting the party,
he said it has always worked to
divide Dalits and weaken its
leaders. 

The LJP draws its support
from Paswans, the largest Dalit
caste in Bihar.
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In a run up to the 2022
Assembly polls in Punjab, the

BJP has stepped on the accel-
erator with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah placing
himself on the driver’s seat
before the poll process.

Worst-affected by the
farmers’ ongoing agitation
against the Centre’s three agri-
marketing laws and the resul-
tant political circumstances in
the State, the saffron party on
Thursday inducted six “promi-

nent Sikh personalities”, besides
directing its State leadership to
put up its act together by tak-
ing the workers along.

Those who joined the party
in Delhi include former presi-
dent of All India Sikh Students’
Federation (AISSF) Harinder
Singh Kahlon, advocate
Jagmohan Singh Saini who is
also the president of Farmers’
Intellectual Front (Patiala),
advocate Nirmal Singh from
Mohali, Kuldeep Singh Kahlon
(former AISSF) from
Gurdaspur, former vice-chan-
cellor of Guru Kashi University
Jaswinder Singh Dhillon, and
Col Jaibans Singh from Patiala.

Continued on Page 2
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In a move unheard of in the
contemporary political his-

tory of India, Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Wednesday called on National
Human Rights Commission
Chairman Justice Arun Mishra
apparently to apprise him of
what he called “retributive post
poll violence” in the State.

The ruling Trinamool
Congress, the prime target of
Dhankhar’s attack, promptly
reacted saying “Governor…
don’t come back to 
Bengal.”

The Governor is reported
to have drawn the attention of
the NHRC chief towards the
attacks mounted on the
Opposition supporters and
human rights violation in the
State. Dhankhar, who was on a
three-day trip to New Delhi,

also met Union Ministers
Prahlad Singh Patel and
Prahlad Joshi before tweeting,
“… Had useful interaction with
Union Minister of Coal and
Mines and Parliamentary
Affairs...”

Earlier dwelling on the
post poll violence and the
alleged Governmental apathy,

Dhankhar said how the State
Government was turning a
blind eye to the incidents of
“retributive post poll violence”
that had rendered thousands of
people homeless and properties
worth crores looted and
destroyed.

“Four Cabinet meetings
have taken place in the past six
weeks … not a single word has
been spent on the post poll vio-
lence … no Minister or officer
has visited the affected areas
and no compensation has been
declared,” the Governor said,
adding, “I told the Chief
Minister to update me about
the situation but … there was
no response on her part… it
seems that the police have for-
gotten their work … the police
and the Home Department
must rise above partisan poli-
tics … (or else) I shall not over-
look the matter.”

���� 34!�&45�%

The CBI has filed a
chargesheet against the for-

mer international head of the
Gitanjali Group of Companies,
Sunil Verma, and others in
connection with an alleged
fraud in the PNB involving an
amount of over �7,080 crore, in
which the promoter of the
group, Mehul Choksi, is want-
ed by the agency, officials said
on Wednesday.

Two officials of the Punjab
National Bank (PNB) — Sagar
Sawant and Sanjay Prasad —
and a director of the Gili and
the Nakshtra brands under the
group, Dhanesh Seth, have also
been named as accused in the
supplementary chargesheet
filed by the CBI, they said.

The supplementary
chargesheet, filed more than
three years after the first
chargesheet, coincides with the
legal proceedings against the
fugitive diamantaire in a court
of Dominica, where he was
arrested for on May 24 after his
mysterious disappearance from
Antigua and Barbuda.
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Life was never the same
for Abhishek Chaubey,

an IAS aspirant after the
lockdown imposed in
Delhi after Covid-19 pandem-
ic hit him hard. 

He had rented a single
room at Shakarpur in East
Delhi and was dependent on
local dhabas for food. After the
lockdown was announced, the
dhabas shut down and he had
a tough time to survive.

“I felt so helpless being new
in the city. I spent the first few
days with milk and bread but
the situation turned grimmer
after I tested positive for coro-
navirus with nobody to look
after me. I was without food for
days. This was the most trau-
matic period of life. I don’t
know how I survived,” Chaubey
said in a choked voice. 

The tragedy did not end

here as his mother  also tested
positive  in Paroraha village in
Bihar. “My landlord was kind
enough to get me the medi-
cines being circulated on
WhatsApp. I did not see him
after that despite knowing that
he was the only person I was in
touch with,” he said.

“The condition of my
mother was also deteriorating
in the absence of proper treat-
ment and lack of awareness. I
could not afford to just sit and
leave it destiny. I caught the
train and somehow managed to
reach my village. Although, I
was still struggling to breathe,
I got my mother admitted to
hospital. Her life was saved
with proper medication and

care. I also recovered fol-
lowing doctors’ prescrip-
tion,” he said.

There are many like
him residing around the
north campus of the Delhi
University who were

forced to leave the city after
lockdown was announced.

Similarly, Divya Prakash,
who was preparing for civil ser-
vices and lived at Gandhi Vihar,
had to leave the Capital. “I used
to teach students here to fund
my studies. But after the pan-
demic returned and lockdown
was imposed, everything was
destroyed.   

Kundan Kumar, a student
of the Department of Buddhist
Studies, was left with very lim-
ited options to survive during
the pandemic as all the dhabas
were closed. Kumar
approached one of his friends
and requested him to allow
sharing the kitchen.

“Two of my friends also

tested Covid positive and after
noticing the situation here, I
decided to be back in my town.

I came back recently to Delhi
and hope for a new beginning,”
he said.
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New Delhi: Amid stand-off
with the Government, Twitter
shared details of an interim
compliance officer with the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology.
Twitter has reiterated that it is
making all possible efforts to
comply with the new IT rules.
A Twitter spokesperson stated
on Wednesday that the interim
Chief Compliance Officer had
been retained by the company.
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The saffron brigade, as of
now, is on a sticky wicket with
its former alliance partner,
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
tying up with the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), in an apparent
attempt to woo the Dalit voters
of the State - which is 32 per cent
of the State’s total population.
What is more, the farmers,
which also form a considerable
voter base in the State, are also
at swords’ points against the
party for introducing the con-
tentious farm 
bills.

The development came a
day after the party’s State lead-
ership held a brainstorming ses-
sion with BJP national president
Jagat Prakash Nadda and Amit
Shah to chalk out its strategy for
the ensuing Assembly polls in
the State, scheduled to be held
early next year.

The saffron brigade not only
discussed the prevailing political
scenario in Punjab, but also
deliberated upon the possible
alliances, identifying areas to be

focused upon, besides holding
the ways to respond to the rebel-
lion within the state BJP unit
over the farm bills issue.

Sources informed The
Pioneer that the BJP high com-
mand was unhappy with the
party’s Punjab leadership, espe-
cially for its failure to get in touch
with the party workers and the
entire cadre at the grassroots
causing loss of support for the
party.

“Because of this farmers’
agitation, it was really hard for
the BJP leaders and even work-
ers to move out or hold meet-
ings, even at a small scale.
Though several campaigns were
started, and programmes were
launched to make the farmers,
and the people aware of the ben-
efits of the farm bills and other
decisions taken by the Central
Government, but all that was of
no use as these were badly dis-
rupted by the farmers or their
supporters,” a senior BJP leader
told The 
Pioneer.

It was without any doubt
that the farmers’ agitation against

the agri bills has made a great
impact on the politics of the
region, especially Punjab, with
the saffron party being the
biggest loser. Over the past one
year, the BJP leaders and work-
ers in Punjab, and also in other
states including Haryana, have
witnessed social boycotts from
the masses, strong protests,
unending dharnas outside their
residences, and what 
not.

Perturbed, the party’s two
senior leaders and former
Ministers came out in open to
question the party high com-
mand regarding its stand on the
farm bills, while also openly
speaking about their dissatis-
faction with the top leadership
in handling the farmers’
protest.

“We could not step out of
our houses. Everywhere our
party leaders go, they were
hounded, gheraoed. The state
leadership was totally detached
from the party workers due to

COVID and also these agita-
tions. And that’s why the cen-
tral leadership wanted us to
launch contact programmes
and get in touch with the party
cadre,” the party leader 
said.

Party sources indicated
that considering the prevailing
circumstances in the state, the
party stalwart and key strategist
Amit Shah has taken upon
himself to bring out the state
party unit out of the marshy
grounds. The BJP has all along
been declaring to field its can-
didates on all 117 seats in the
state.

At the same time, the
changing political equations
in Punjab — SAD and BSP
forging an alliance, three AAP
MLAs shifting loyalties towards
Congress, and prevailing
infighting within the Congress
party - has forced the party to
chalk out its own line of attack
and identify the possible
alliances and areas to focus
upon.

From page 1
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In a bid to overcome acute
shortage of skilled paramed-

ical professionals in the state,
Haryana Government has
chalked out a policy to intro-
duce paramedical degree
courses in government and
private medical colleges.

The policy has been devel-
oped keeping in view the ever
emerging need of paramedical
care in the medical field espe-
cially during the COVID-19
pandemic. During the fierce
second wave of COVID-19,
Haryana also witnessed short-
age of paramedical profession-
als, who assist the doctors in
treatment and care of patients.

The policy has been pre-
pared to start paramedical
courses including B.Sc
Radiotherapy Technology, B.Sc
Radiography & Imaging
Technology, B.Sc Bachelor of
Optometry, B.Sc Perfusion
Technology, B.Sc Operation
Theatre and B.Sc Medical
Laboratory Technology in
medical colleges of the state.

At present, PGIMS Rohtak
is the only government medical
institution that offers all these
six paramedical courses while
government-aided Maharaja
Agrasen Medical College in
Hisar offers four paramedical
courses.

“Only those Trust/Societies
will be eligible to apply for
paramedical courses who have
a minimum 300 bedded
own/parent hospital and hav-
ing outdoor, indoor facility
and emergency services.
Further, the hospital should
already have a functional
Department as per the specif-
ic paramedical course applied,”
as per the draft policy prepared
by Department of Medical
Education and Research,
Haryana.

Dr Shaleen, Director
Medical Education and
Research, Haryana while talk-
ing to The Pioneer said, “The
policy aims at providing qual-
ity paramedical education in
Haryana and producing skilled
paramedical professionals
every year. There are 12 med-
ical colleges in Haryana. But
only around 60 students
become trained paramedical
professionals annually in the
state as PGIMS Rohtak is offer-
ing six paramedical courses
while Agrasen Medical College
is offering four such courses.”

“There is a shortage of
trained paramedical staff and to
overcome it, the policy to intro-
duce six paramedical courses in
medical colleges has been pre-
pared by the Department. With
this, we hope to rope in more
government and private med-
ical institutions to start these

courses and produce skilled
paramedics,” he said.

Dr Shaleen further said
that suggestions from the
stakeholders have been invited
to finalize this policy.

According to the draft pol-
icy, “No paramedical school
will be allowed to commence
the course or seek admissions
without obtaining affiliation
from University as the case may
be or any other Regulatory
Body authorized by the State
G o v e r n m e n t / C e n t r a l
Government. The maximum
number of seats in one course
shall not exceed 10. Also, no
institute will be entitled to
apply for enhancement of seats
till the first batch of the respec-
tive course passes out.”

The policy stated,
“Preference shall be given to
start paramedical courses in
already established or func-
tional medical colleges with an
aim to develop an integrated
campus wherein facilities like
library, classrooms, auditori-
ums etc. can be shared. A sep-
arate teaching block will be a
prerequisite where the appli-
cant institute is a 300 bedded
or above hospital and does not
have any teaching block.
Adequate area for the hostel
should also be available as per
norms.”

As per the land norms
under the policy, 0.5 acres land

for starting two paramedical
courses and one acre land for
more than two such courses
would be mandatory for the
institute. Also, the land should
not be more than 10 km to 15
km from the functional hospi-
tal.

“The admission of stu-
dents shall be made as per the
rules or procedure prescribed
by the State Government from
time to time. Tuition fees and
other charges admissible for
paramedical courses shall be
notified by the State
Government from time to time
for those institutions affiliated
with UHS, Rohtak,” the draft
policy stated.

Policy for establishment
of physiotherapy courses also
formulated

With an aim to give boost
to physiotherapy services, the
State Government has also for-
mulated its first policy to begin
Bachelor, Masters and Ph.D
Physiotherapy courses in
Haryana.

Dr Shaleen said that the
State Government has consti-
tuted a Council for
Physiotherapy. There are more
than 20 institutions of physio-
therapy in the state. To give a
boost to the discipline of phys-
iotherapy in Haryana, a policy
has been framed to introduce
new courses, he added.
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Life has become hell for me
after I lost my husband on

April 30 due to coronavirus. I
visited the hospital several times
but the hospital administration
didn’t have any record of my
husband’s death due to corona.
Now, how will I get a death cer-
tificate from the municipal cor-
poration? I am alone and not
financially stable to take care of
my two minor children,” said
Asha (changed name), resi-
dent of Panchkula with eyes
welling up.

Asha further said, “My
husband got a fever on April 29
and was admitted to Panchkula
based Government Hospital.
The doctor says he died of car-
diac arrest. The Hospital
administration handed over
the body to family members
without giving them a corona
negative report of my husband.
Two members of my family
who had participated in the cre-
mation of my husband on April
30, were infected and tested
corona positive and later died.
Even after one and half months,
the hospital administration did-
n’t release my husband’s death
certificate with the exact cause
of death. We heard that the
Centre and State governments

announced compensation for
the death of Covid-19 patient
but how will we prove that my
husband died of Covid-19?”

Asha is not the only one
with such an experience. Many
are facing hardships in getting
death certificates of their loved
ones who succumbed to Covid-
19. Many hospitals  do not have
any record of the deaths due to
Corona. Some hospitals even
are releasing misleading death
certificates by mentioning the
cause of death as some illness,
cardiac arrest, or some other,
many family members allege.

Amit Choudhary, a resi-
dent of Hisar said, “I lost my
father due to Covid-19 but the
hospital handed over the death
certificate stating that he died
of cardiac arrest. I requested
them to correct it but the hos-
pital administration said they
can’t change their record.”

Another woman of
Panchkula said that her hus-
band died on April 1 due to
covid-19 and shortness of
breath after battling for life for
around an hour in Government
Civil Hospital. On approaching
the Panchkula Municipal
Corporation for a death cer-
tificate, she was told that they
had not received any report
from the Hospital. On enquir-

ing with the Hospital, they
denied having any such report
saying as he was admitted to the
hospital; they did not have any
connection with coronavirus.

A retired Panchkula-based
health official said that people
are facing trauma and trouble
due to missing or misleading
records of the hospitals. Now,
hospitals are also taking advan-
tage of the state government’s
lack of transparency in main-
taining the records.
Government should take cor-
rective measures to address the
concerns of aggrieved families
that lost their loved ones due to
coronavirus, he added.

When asked about people
facing hardships in getting
death certificates of their loved
ones who succumbed to Covid-
19, Panchkula Civil Surgeon Dr
Jasjeet Kaur told ‘The Pioneer’
over the phone that aggrieved
family members are given such
certificates within a stipulated
time. "For this, the authorities
concerned have been strictly
directed to provide a corona
death certificate to aggrieved
family members at the earliest.
Anyone can directly approach
me if they are facing problems
to receive such a certificate in
Panchkula district,” she 
added.
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The second wave of the
COVID-19, that has hit

Punjab hard reporting a record
number of deaths, has affected
people of the 21-40 years age
group the most. As per the lat-
est statistics, from January to
April 2021, the population
between 21 and 40 years has
been affected higher than in
other age groups.

Besides, the state’s urban
areas, with industry or with
high population density dis-
tricts, like Ludhiana, Amritsar,
SAS Nagar (Mohali), and
Bathinda, reported more num-
bers of COVID-19 cases than
the rural area. On the other
hand, the rural areas in small
districts have high numbers of
COVID cases than in urban
areas, like Ropar, Mansa, and
Muktsar.

Sharing the details, the
state Health and Family
Welfare Minister Balbir Singh
Sidhu on Thursday said that
the positivity rate of the peri-

od between May17 and June12
in rural and urban areas
remained almost the same
which figured up to 4.4 percent.

However, the CFR (case
fatality rate) remained higher in
rural areas of Punjab than
urban areas in the same peri-
od, he said, adding that the
trend reversed after mid-May
2021 where CFR in urban
areas exceeded rural areas.
“Therefore, all eligible popula-
tions need to get vaccinated
and focus on IEC/BCC activi-
ties as the need of the hour for
reducing CFR in State,” he
added.

The Minister said that the
Civil Surgeons have been
instructed to intensify the vac-
cination drive as the Punjab
Government has already asked
the Centre to increase the sup-
ply of vaccines to meet the set
target.

“From healthcare workers,
frontline workers, senior citi-
zens, students, foreign trav-
ellers, registered labours to
unregistered labours, Punjab
Government is taking appro-
priate measures to cover every
citizen in the ambit of COVID
vaccination and drive has been
running in full swing at rural
as well as urban areas of State,”
said the Minister.

He said that data available
on the Government portals
depicts a valuable picture of
achievement made so far in
COVID vaccination.

“Two types of vaccine —
Covaxin and Covishield — is
available for administration in
public, and till now, the
Government of Punjab has
received a quota of 5,98,060
Covaxin doses from the Centre
whereas state purchased quota
for Covaxin is around 1,50,850,
the utilization of Covaxin
received from the Centre is
around 4,90,041 and 66,032
doses are administered to pub-
lic from state purchase quota.
On the same pattern, 48,16,580
Covishield vaccine is provided
by the Centre and 46,43,786 is
utilised,” said the Minister.

Minister added that Punjab
Government has procured
5,86,000 doses of Covishield
from which 5,30,603 doses
have been successfully admin-
istered till June 13, 2021.
“COVID Vaccine is adminis-
tered under different categories
like healthcare workers, front-
line workers, public between
18-45 and people above 45 of
age, and among all categories,
total 58,15,339 people have
received  COVID vaccine till
now,” he added.

Vaccination in the age
group of 18-44 years has been
expanded to include students
studying abroad, foreign
employed persons, shop keep-
ers, workers of the hospitality
industry, delivery boys etc.
The vaccination would be con-
ducted in a campaign ward-
wise and village wise.

Chandigarh: The Punjab State
Commission for Scheduled
Castes on Wednesday sum-
moned the Congress MP from
Ludhiana Ravneet Singh Bittu
to “personally” appear before it
on June 22 in connection with
a complaint against him for
using “unparliamentary” lan-
guage.

The Commission chair-
person Tejinder Kaur said that
the summons were issued after
a complaint from Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) MLA Pawan
Kumar Tinu against a video
being circulated widely on the
social media and newspaper
reports in which Bittu alleged-
ly made the “casteist” remarks.

She said that the
Commission will investigate
the matter. “Bittu has been
asked to appear before the
Commission at 11.30 am on
June 22 under Section 12(2) of
the Punjab State Scheduled
Castes Commission Act,” she
said.

Notably, a delegation of
SAD MLAs, including Tinu,
Sukhwinder Sukhi, Baldev
Khaira, met the state SC panel
chairperson on Tuesday and
sought her intervention.

The Ludhiana MP, accord-
ing to the MLAs, had criticised
the SAD for giving away “pious
seats” of Sri Anandpur Sahib
and Chamkaur Sahib to the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
after forging a poll alliance 
with it. PNS

;��>���#�����
�
�������
0�	�

��<����

����	����������
�	�������
�����
����
������
	
��	����
���	�������
��
	�������
���
 ��
!�������	�
�����������

���$���#������/,.�01���	���
���������#����(����	(�����"�	#

����� ��$3&%6$0�

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Wednesday directed the offi-
cials concerned to make med-
ical arrangements in all the
districts for the timely treat-
ment and care of destitute
cows injured in road acci-
dents.

The Chief Minister while
presiding over the review
meeting of the Haryana Gau
Sewa Aayog said that timely
treatment of every injured
cow should be ensured in
hospitals.

He said that medical
arrangements should be made
for the treatment of the cows
in at least one dedicated vet-
erinary hospital at the district
level and there should be a sys-
tem to keep at least 50 cows in
these hospitals. If any hospital
is not able to make such an
arrangement then an arrange-
ment of a temporary hospital
should be made in a nearby
cowshed.

The arrangement for giv-

ing medical treatment should
be made under the supervision
of a government veterinarian,
he directed.

While reviewing various
works and new projects of
Haryana Gau Sewa Aayog,
the Chief Minister directed the
officers of Animal Husbandry
and Dairying Department that
the grant which is to be
released to Gaushalas should
be given on the recommenda-
tion of the Aayog.

Talking about making the
gaushalas self-reliant, the
Chief Minister also directed
the officers to prepare an
action plan for increasing the
income of gaushalas.

He also directed to prepare
a plan to integrate Gaushalas
with natural farming.

Haryana Gau Sewa Aayog,
chairman Sarvan Kumar Garg
apprised the Chief Minister
that solar plants have been
installed in 331 gaushalas of
the state and the process of set-
ting up solar plants in 229
gaushalas is in 
progress.
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39 people succumbed to
COVID-19 in Haryana as

249 fresh cases surfaced in the
last 24 hours.  According to the
health bulletin, the death toll
reached 9109 on Wednesday
while the total case tally reached
766,606 in the state.

334 people recovered from
the virus in the last 24 hours tak-
ing the total recoveries to
753918. In the last 24 hours, a
maximum of six deaths were
reported in Panipat and Sirsa
districts. A maximum of 26
fresh cases were reported in
Yamunanagar district.

There were 3579 active cases
in the state, the bulletin stated.
The fatality rate was recorded at
1.19 percent and the recovery
rate was 98.34 percent. Over 96
lakh samples have been tested in
Haryana till date, as per the bul-
letin.

41 CASES, 2 DEATHS IN
CHANDIGARH

Chandigarh on Wednesday
reported two deaths and 41
fresh cases, taking the union ter-
ritory’s infection tally to 61,241,
according to a medical bulletin.
Till now, 799 people have died
from the infection. The number
of active cases dropped to 462.
With 63 patients recovering
from the disease, the number of
cured persons has reached
59,980. The total number of
samples tested in the last 24
hours was 1783.  Moreover,
6178 more people were vacci-
nated taking the total count to
424,931.

4 DEATHS, 210 CASES IN
HIMACHAL

Himachal on Wednesday
reported four COVID related
fatalities and 210 fresh cases.
According to the health bulletin,
the death toll has reached 3398
while the COVID-19 caseload
stands at 1994067.  Shimla
reported the highest number of
32 cases. There were 3733 active
cases in Himachal.
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More than 4.38 lakh people,
which is over five percent

of the total population, have
been completely vaccinated
against COVID-19 in
Himachal after getting the sec-
ond dose of Covishield.

As many as 9,83,580 per-
sons above 45 years of age and
7,36,647 persons above 60 years
of age have received doses of
Covishield vaccination in the
state. Out of these, 70693 of 45
plus and 255966 of 60 plus have
received their second dose of
Covishield vaccination, said
an official spokesman.

Himachal has an estimat-
ed population of 75 lakh.

The spokesman said that as
per recommendation by the
national expert group on vac-
cine administration for Covid-
19 , the schedule of Covishield
vaccine under national Covid-
19 vaccination strategy is to
administer the second dose at
12-16 weeks (i.e. 84 days) inter-
val after administration of first
dose.

He said that in view of the
possible third wave of Covid-
19 in the country, all the peo-
ple who are due for their sec-
ond dose of vaccination have
been requested to get them-
selves vaccinated as early as
possible. These people should
come forward for their vacci-

nation as per the due dates at
the nearest vaccination centre
and get their appointment
booked on site on the specified
days, the spokesman 
|added.

He further said that as per
recommendations by the
expert group on vaccine
administration, people who
have to go for the internation-
al travel for genuine reasons
like education purposes or
employment opportunities or
as part of India’s contingent for
Tokyo Olympic Games etc.
can get their second dose of
Covishield vaccine after 28
days of the first 
dose.

The spokesman said that as
per the guidelines, permission
for such administration of sec-
ond dose of Covishield would
be given by concerned Chief
Medical Officers in the state
only after checking whether a
period of 28 days has elapsed
after the date of first dose and
genuineness of the purpose of
travel based on documents
related to whether a person is
already studying in a foreign
educational institution and has
to return to that institution for
continuing education, inter-
view calls for a job, offer letters
for taking up employment or
nomination to participate in
the Tokyo Olympic 
games.
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Haryana Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant

Chautala on Wednesday
launched a scheme under
which FMCG products will be
provided at reasonable prices
through ration depot-holders.

This pilot project has been
launched at Sirsa, Fatehabad,
Karnal, Yamunanagar and
Panchkula districts.  If the trial
of this pilot project becomes
successful in these districts, it
will be implemented across
the state.

Through the medium of
depot-holders, villagers of the
state will also be able to take
advantage of certain services of
State Bank of India (SBI), he
said.

The deputy chief minister,
who also holds the portfolio of
food, civil supplies and con-
sumer affairs department, said:
"The main objective of the
state government is to create an
ecosystem within Haryana
through CONFED, in which
multinational FMCG (fast-
moving consumer goods) com-
panies, self-help groups and
other groups work 
amicably."
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Facing criticism for increas-
ing the gap between two

Covishield doses without
allegedly taking all the experts
into confidence and being
questioned if the indigenously-
developed Covaxin contained
newborn calf serum, the
Government on Wednesday
defended itself on both the
counts and termed the politi-
cisation of the issue as “unfor-
tunate”.

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan said the deci-
sion to increase the gap
between two doses of
Covishield has been taken in a
transparent manner based on
scientific data. “Decision to
increase the gap between
administering 2 doses of
#COVISHIELD has been taken
in a transparent manner based
on scientific data. India has a
robust mechanism to evaluate
data. It’s unfortunate that such
an important issue is being
politicised!” he tweeted.

The National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunization (NTAGI) chair
N K Arora said, “The decision
regarding enhancing interval
between two doses of
Covishield was based on sci-
entific evidence and taken in a
transparent manner.” “There
was no dissenting voice among
the NTAGI members,” he
asserted.

Sharing details of the deci-
sion taken in this regard, the
Health Ministry in a state-
ment said that on May 13, it
had approved extending the
gap between the two doses of
the Covishield vaccine from six
to eight weeks to 12 to 16 weeks

following a recommendation
from the NTAGI.

“The 22nd meeting of
Covid-19 Working Group of
NTAGI was held on May 10.
There, a proposal for a change
in dose interval for Covishield,
used under the National
Vaccination Policy, was con-
sidered. Based on the real-life
evidence, particularly from the
United Kingdom, the Covid-19
Working Group agreed to
increase the interval between
two doses of Covishield
Vaccine to 12 to 16 weeks, ‘’ the
statement said.

“This recommendation
was taken up for discussion at
the meeting of the Standing
Technical Sub-Committee
(STSC) of NTAGI held on
May 13 under the joint chair-
personship of the secretary of
the Department of
Biotechnology, the secretary of
Department of Health
Resources and the DG of the
Indian Council of Medical
Research,”  it said.

“The STSC of NTAGI gave
the following recommenda-
tion: ‘as per the Covid-19
Working Group recommen-
dation, a dosing interval of
minimum three months
between two doses of
Covishield vaccine was rec-
ommended’,” the statement
said.

In both the meetings -- of
the Covid-19 Working Group
and of the STSC -- no dissent
was given by any of the three
members who have been quot-
ed in the news report, namely
Dr Mathew Varghese, Dr M D
Gupte and Dr J P Muliyil, the
statement said adding that Dr
Varghese has denied talking to
the reporter on the issue of his

alleged dissent.
Regarding social media

reports on Covaxin containing
calf serum, it clarified that the

indigenously developed jab
does not contain newborn calf
serum at all and that the calf
serum is not an ingredient of

the final vaccine product.
Bharat Biotech, on its part also
echoed similar points.

The Health ministry said

that the newborn calf serum is
used for preparation and
growth of vero cells which are
used in production of vac-
cines. This technique has been
used for decades in Polio,
Rabies, and Influenza vaccines.

“It is used for the growth of
cells, but neither used in
growth of SARS CoV2 virus
nor in the final formulation.
Covaxin is highly purified to
contain only the inactivated
virus components by removing

all other impurities,” the
Ministry said.

These cells are then washed
with water, chemicals to make
them free of the newborn calf
serum. The vero cells are then
infected with coronavirus for
viral growth and in the process
they are completely destroyed.

“In the final vaccine for-
mulation no calf serum is
used,” the Ministry said.

Bharat Biotech also clari-
fied that the usage of new

born calf serum was ‘transpar-
ently documented’ in several
publications in the last nine
months. The company had
mentioned the same when it
published animal trial study
documents -which involved
trials on hamsters and mon-
keys; in pre-clinical safety and
immunogenicity study reports;
in studies on neutralisation of
the UK variant, the South
Africa variant, the Delta vari-
ant among others.
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Amuseum dedicated to the
country’s 5,000-year mar-

itime history will be set up in
Gujarat’s Lothal by the Culture
Ministry in collaboration with
the Ministry of Shipping, Port
and Waterways (MoSPW).

The two Ministries on
Wednesday inked a
Memorandum of
Understanding for
‘Cooperation in Development
of National Maritime Heritage
Complex (NMHC) at Lothal,
Gujarat. According to a state-
ment from the Culture
Ministry, the world-class facil-
ity will be developed in the
vicinity of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) site in
Lothal, located about 80 km
away from Ahmedabad.

NMHC would be devel-
oped as an international
tourist destination where the
maritime heritage of India --
from ancient to modern times

-- would be showcased and an
edutainment approach using
the latest technology would be
adopted to spread awareness
about the country’s maritime
heritage, it said.

The NMHC project has
been taken up under the
unique and innovative pro-
jects  categor y of the
Sagarmala programme under
MoSPW. The Government of

Gujarat has transferred 375
acres of land in Saragvada vil-
lage on lease for 99 years at a
token rate to MoSPW.

“The complex will be
showcasing the thousands of

year old maritime strength of
India,” said Culture Minister
Prahlad Patel.

Renowned architect
Hafeez Contractor has been
selected as the Principal
Project Consultant to prepare
a master plan and requisite
design and engineering doc-
uments for inviting EPC ten-
ders and project management
consultancy.

NMHC would be devel-
oped in an area of about 400
acres with various unique
structures such as the National

Maritime Heritage Museum,
lighthouse museum, heritage
theme park, museum-themed
hotels, maritime-themed eco-
resorts and maritime institute
among others which would be
developed in a phased man-
ner.

The unique feature of
NMHC is the recreation of
ancient Lothal city, which was
one of the prominent cities of
the Indus valley 
civilization.

“NMHC is to be devel-
oped as a first of its kind in the

country dedicated to the lega-
cy of the maritime heritage of
India, to showcase India’s rich
and diverse maritime glory,”
Mansukh Mandaviya, the
Minister of MoPSW said dur-
ing the signing ceremony.

The museum is set to be
completed in three years from
the date the project com-
mences.

As a part of the museum,
14 galleries have been pro-
posed to exhibit the evolution
of India’s maritime heritage
during various eras.

Key galleries include
mythologies and wilderness of
Indian Ocean, Harappans: The
Pioneer Master Seafarers,
Indian Ocean: an Interactive
Sphere, India’s contact with the
Roman World: The Quest for
the Spice, Trade, Commerce
and Cultural Interaction with
China and South-East Asia.

Artefacts from Lothal and
Dholavira will also be displayed
at the NMHC complex.
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The Congress on
Wednesday questioned

the decision of the Modi
Government to double the gap
between the doses of the
Covishield Covid-19 vaccine,
asking whether it was prompt-
ed by a vaccine shortage.

The party also announced
to launch a nationwide out-
reach programme to collect all
the data pertaining to the
pandemic, the affected fami-
lies and losses incurred by the
common man among others.
Through the outreach pro-
gramme, Congress aims to
directly cover approximately
three crore households in 30
days, as per an AICC press
statement.

The Congress said India
needs quick and complete
vaccination and not the BJP’s
“brand of lies and rhyming
slogans” to cover up the vac-
cine shortage caused by the
government’s inaction.

Congress leaders, includ-
ing former party president
Rahul Gandhi, said the gov-
ernment was trying to cover
up a vaccine shortage. “India
needs quick & complete vac-
cination,” Rahul Gandhi said
in a tweet.

The Government had
said that the gap within two
shots of covishield was
increased based on scientif-
ic evidence and that the issue
had been discussed in detail
by members of NTAGI as
well as its working group on
COVID-19.

Rahul alleged that the
Government was trying to

save the image of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
attempts that are facilitating
the virus and costing people’s
lives. Rahul had earlier also
accused the Centre of hiding
actual figures of Covid-19
deaths in the country. 

He also tagged a media
report that the government
doubled the gap between the
two doses of Covishield with-
out the agreement of the sci-
entific group that it claimed
had recommended the
increase.

As for the nationwide
outreach campaign, it aimed
engaging party cadres from
Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) to the
Panchayat level and estab-
lishing contact with target
groups in urban, semi-urban
and rural areas.

Local leaders will organ-
ise visits of senior leaders to
the households of the Covid-
affected families and help in
disseminating information
regarding health issues and
post-Covid care. 
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Earlier on Wednesday, the
Congress sought a clari-

fication from the
Government following the
controversy in the wake of an
RTI reply that allegedly sug-
gested that newborn calf
serum has been used to make
the Covaxin Covid-19 vac-
cine. Congress spokesman
Pawan Khera said that the
party wants “the Government
and Bharat Biotech to
respond to the reply that has
come in the RTI, then we will
give a detailed response on it”.

Gaurav Pandhi, the
national coordinator of
Digital Communications and
Social Media at AICC, had
tweeted the RTI response to
applicant Vikas Patni. The
“newborn calf serum is used

in the revival process of Vero
cells, which is further used for
the production of coron-
avirus during the manufac-
turing of Covaxin,” read the
response by the Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation.

Taking to Twitter, Pandhi
cited the RTI response and
said that the Modi govern-
ment admitted that the vac-
cine manufactured by Bharat
Biotech “consists Newborn
Calf Serum which is a por-
tion of clotted blood obtained
from less than 20 days young
cow-calves, after slaughtering
them”. “This is heinous. This
information should have
been made public before,”
added Pandhi. He also
attached a screenshot of the
response to the RTI applica-
tion as well.
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Accusing the Congress of
“ c o m m u n a l i s i n g ”

and spreading disinformation
on the indigenous Covaxin
Covid-19 vaccine, the BJP on
Wednesday demanded to
know whether Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi and her
party leaders, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi, were
vaccinated or not.

Addressing a Press con-
ference here, BJP national
spokesperson Sambit Patra
rejected the Congress charge

that Covaxin has calf serum,
saying the Opposition party
has committed “a big sin” by
making such allegations.

He said the scientific
community and the Health
Ministry has said there is no
calf serum in Covaxin and
that it is “fully safe”.

Patra said Congress has
given a “communal angle” to
the vaccination process and
asked whether “Gandhi fam-
ily members Sonia, Rahul
and Priyanka and Robert
Vadra have vaccinated them-
selves and if so when, where

and which vaccine?”
As against Congress “dis-

information”, the BJP
spokesperson said India is
the fastest vaccinating coun-
try and that the efforts should
be applauded.

Patra said the Congress is
lowering the name of India
and is only known for creat-
ing vaccine hesitancy and its
wastage. He said Congress-
ruled Chhattisgarh said no to
Covaxin , Rajasthan threw
vaccines into “garbage” and
Punjab indulged in “profi-
teering”.
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Drones will play a major role
in India’s national highway

construction plans. The
National Highway Authority of
India (NHAI) on Wednesday
made the use of drones manda-
tory for a monthly recording of
all national highway projects
during their different stages of
development, construction,
operation and maintenance.

The NHAI has mandated

that contractors and conces-
sionaires will carry out the
drone video recording in the
presence of the Supervision
Consultant, and upload com-
parative project videos of the
current and previous month on
NHAI’s portal ‘Data Lake’, cap-
turing all project-related devel-
opments in a month.

Supervision consultants
will  analyse these video
recordings and provide their
inputs/comments in the digi-

tal monthly progress reports
covering various aspects of the
project development.

“Project Directors of
NHAI shall undertake month-
ly drone survey from the date
of signing of contract agree-
ment till the start of con-
struction of the project at site
and also on completion of the
project. NHAI will also under-
take monthly drone survey in
all developed projects where
NHAI is responsible for oper-

ation and maintenance,” the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways said in a press
note.

Further, mandatory
deployment of a Network
Survey Vehicle (NSV) to carry
out a road condition survey on
national highways will
enhance the overall quality of
the highways as NSV uses the
latest survey techniques such
as a high-resolution digital
camera for 360 degree
imagery, Laser Road
Profilometer and other latest
technology for the measure-
ment of distress in the road
surface.

The decision to use
drones comes a day after the
Road Transport Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari
reviewed the projects and
asked the stakeholders includ-
ing NHAI to put in use tech-
nology and innovative ideas to
keep a track on the develop-
ment of the highways and
road infrastructure projects
across the country.

As part of mission PRA-
GATI, the Centre has been
monitoring the progress of
several other major infra-
structure projects including
Bullet Train, Dedicated Freight
Corridors and Ports among
others.
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As China is muscling into
the Indo-Pacific region

causing concern, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday called for an open
and inclusive order in the
region based upon respect for
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of nations.

He also flagged terrorism
and radicalisation as the
“gravest threats” to peace and
security in the world and said
a collective approach is
required to combat the chal-
lenges. This observation was in
apparent reference to Pakistan
aiding and abetting terrorism.

Rajnath made these asser-
tions while addressing the 8th
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Defence
Ministers Meeting (ADMM)
Plus.  The ADMM Plus is an
annual meeting of Defence
Ministers of 10 ASEAN coun-
tries and eight dialogue partner
countries - Australia, China,

India, Japan, New Zealand,
Republic of Korea, Russia and
the United States. Brunei is the
Chair of the ADMM Plus
forum this year.

Refraining from naming
China, Rajnath talked about
the Indo-Pacific region stress-
ing the need for rule-based
order and stressed on “peace-
ful resolutions of disputes
through dialogue and adher-
ence to international rules and
laws.” 

“India has strengthened its
cooperative engagements in
the Indo-Pacific based on con-
verging visions and values for
promotion of peace, stability
and prosperity in the region.
Premised upon the centrality

of ASEAN, India supports
utilisation of ASEAN-led
mechanisms as important plat-
forms for implementation of
our shared vision for the Indo-
Pacific,” he added. 

Highlighting India’s con-
cerns over maritime security
challenges, he noted that
developments in the South
China Sea attracted attention
in the region and beyond.  It
was in obvious reference to
China’s aggressive behaviour
in the critical waterways.

“Maritime security chal-
lenges are a concern to India.
The Sea lanes of
Communication are critical
for peace, stability, prosperity
and development of the Indo-
Pacific region,” he stressed.

He hoped that the Code of
Conduct negotiations will lead
to outcomes keeping with
international law and do not
prejudice the legitimate rights
and interests of nations that
are not party to these discus-
sions. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrest-

ed Vivekanand Shankar Patil,
Chairman of Karnala Nagari
Sahakari Bank, Panvel, Raigad,
Maharashtra, in a bank fraud
case worth over �500 crore.

The fraud came to light
after an audit was done at the
behest of the Reserve Bank of
India in 2019-20.

The audit revealed that
Patil was siphoning off funds
since 2008 from the bank
through 63 fictitious loan
accounts of Karnala Charitable
Trust and Karnala Sports
Academy, which were founded
by him, the agency said.

No collateral securities
were taken against such loans
and no correspondence was
made with the revenue author-
ities regarding payment of
stamp duty for the purpose of
purchasing immovable prop-
erties for which loans were
obtained, thereby making the
loans unsafe/unsecured, it said. 

Further, all the above loan
accounts that were used for
transferring funds to the said
trust, were found to be non-
performing asset (NPA).

It was further observed
that without following KYC
norms and other RBI guide-
lines, the said loans were sanc-
tioned and disbursed at the
instruction and for gains by
Patil, the agency alleged.

Patil was produced before
the Special Court for PMLA
cases in Mumbai on
Wednesday. The court granted
his custody till June 25.

��������	�����
�����  !
������

���	����
���

����� 34!�&45�%

The CBI has registered a case
against a private company

Ruchi Global Limited and its
directors for cheating a con-
sortium of banks led by Bank
of Baroda to the tune of
�188.35 crore. The accused
firm is registered in Mumbai
and has a corporate office in
Indore (Madhya Pradesh). The
firm and the accused directors
cheated the banks between
January 1, 2016 and December
2017.
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As a prelude to its original demand for the
creation of a separate Malabar State incor-

porating the regions of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, the Social Democratic Party of India
(SDPI), the political outfit of the extremist
organisation Popular Front Of India, launched
a month-long agitation on Wednesday in
Malappuram asking for the setting up of a new
district with Tirur as district headquarters.

According to a release issued by the SDPI,
the next 30 days would see party activists stag-
ing demonstrations in front of all Taluk offices
in the district calling for the immediate creation
of the new district. The Muslim Youth League
in its annual State conference held last year had
declared that the party would launch an agi-
tation for the creation of separate Malabar State
bifurcating Kerala and adding some districts of
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

It may be remembered  that Malappuram
district was formed in 1969 by the then
United Front Government led by the CPI(M)
in which the Muslim League, CPI and some
regional outfits were the constituents. The
Muslim League had joined the alliance on the
condition that a separate Muslim district
would be formed as a quid pro quo.

The year 2021 being the centenary year of
the Moplah Rebellion of 1921, an event dear
to the Islamic outfits in the State. Though it was
launched as an agitation against Britain
demanding the restoration of the Khalifa of
Turkey, the struggle turned out to be a pogrom
in which thousands of local residents belong-
ing to a particular community were annihilat-
ed for their refusal to undergo religious con-
version.

“We have been subjected to the worst kind
of treatment during the last five decades and
we want speedy economic development of this
region. The formation of a new district with
Tirur as head quarters is the only solution for
the same,” said the SDPI release.

Tirur is the birth place of Thunchathu
Ramanujan Ezuthachan, the father of
Malayalam language who authored Aadhyatma
Ramayanam. But the local body controlled by
conservative Islamists have not allowed to instal
a statue of the Father of the Malayalam language
in his place of birth.    

Leaders of the SDPI called on P Ubaidulla,
MLA and submitted a memorandum demand-
ing the formation of the new district. 

Sadiq Naduthodi, vice president of SDPI
told reporters that the agitation would be con-
tinued till July 16.
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Amid BJP’s continued allega-
tions of State repression of

its workers and leaders the
Kolkata Police on Wednesday
grilled super star Mithun
Chakrabarty for allegedly pro-
voking violence during the elec-
tions.

The actor who was cur-
rently in Puri was virtually
grilled for about 45 minutes by
the additional Officer in-charge
of the Manicktalla Police Station
and was asked whether he had
incited people through his
speeches or not.

The Bollywood star had
campaigned for the BJP in the
State polls and had apparently in
a bid to perk up the crowds
recited a number of dialogues
from Bengali films that he had

acted in.
Out of those dialogues a

famous one was “Marbo ekhane
… Laash porbe smashaney (will
hit you here and your corpse will
fall at the funeral ground)” that
Chakrabarty had repeatedly per-
formed in his public 
meetings.

Post polls an alleged TMC
supporter Mrityunjay Paul
lodged a complaint with the
Manicktulla Police station in
North Kolkata seeking action
against the 
Mumbai star. Subsequently cases
were registered against him
under Sections 153, 504, 505 of
the IPC.

Chakrabarty had earlier
petitioned the High Court for an
anticipatory bail but the Court
had directed him to cooperate
with the police virtually.

KOCHI/CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu has stabilised the
transmission of Covid-19 in the State as the data fur-
nished by the Directorate of Health and Preventive
Medicine shows that the instances of the pandem-
ic was on a downward journey.

On Wednesday,  the State logged 10,448 new
cases while 270 succumbed to the pandemic.
Coimbatore and Erode, the industrial hub, had 1,420
and 1,123 new cases respectively while Tirupur had
608 new patients.

Kerala, which begins  the lifting of lock down
by phases on Thursday registered 13, 270 new cases
and 147 deaths. Test Positivity Rate in the State as
on Wednesday evening was 11.79. There were 1.09
lakh patients across the State as on Wednesday.

The liquor outlets in the State would start oper-
ating from 9 am on Thursday and there is no restric-
tion other than the Covid-related standard protocols.
Tipplers are welcome to visit the nearest outlet and
pick up their favourite brands. The re-opening of
liquor outlets owned by the State Government has
come as a major relief to regular customers who were
at the mercy of black marketeers who charged ten
times the original cost. PNS
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The Covid-19 deaths dropped to
1,236 in Maharashtra on Wednesday,

even as the State logged 10,107 infections
and recorded recoveries by 10,567
patients.

A day after the daily pandemic
deaths – inflated by 1,070 “old” and
unaccounted fatalities – jumped to
1,458 in the state, the fatalities went
down to 1,236. The daily deaths com-
prised 237 new deaths and 999 “old”
deaths.

The infections went up by 577 —
from 9,350 on Tuesday and 10107 on
Wednesday. With 1,458 deaths report-
ed on Wednesday, the Covid-19 toll in
the State jumped from 1,14.154 to
1,15,390.

With 10,107 fresh infections, the
total infections in the State rose from
59,24,773 to 59,34,880.

As 10,567 patients were discharged
from the hospitals across the State after
full recovery, the total number of peo-

ple discharged from the hospitals since
the second week of March last year
increased from 56,69,179 to 56,79,746.
The recovery rate in the state rose
95.69 per cent to 95.7 per cent.

The total “active cases” in the state
dropped from 1,38,361 to 1,36,661. The
fatality rate in the state went up from 1.93
per cent to 1.94 per cent.

Pune with 17,820 cases continued to
be remain first in the state in terms of
maximum number of “active cases” in
the state, while Mumbai with 17,732
stood second, followed by Thane
(14,170), Kolhapur (12,487), Sangli
(10,900),  Satara (7488), Ratnagiri (7385)
Sindhudurg (5057), Nashik (4718)
Nagpur (4674), Ahmednagar (4619)
and Raigad (4067). 

Of the 3,86,41,639 samples sent to
various laboratories across the state so
far, 59,34,880 have tested positive (15.36
per cent) for Covid-19 until Wednesday.

Currently, 6,78,781 people are in
home quarantine while 5401 people are
in institutional quarantine. 
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Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

will launch a
‘Customized Crash
Course programme
for Covid-19
Frontline workers’ on Friday via
video conferencing.

The launch will commence the
programme in 111 training centres
spread over 26 States. 

The launch on June 18 will be
followed by the Prime Minister’s
address. Union Minister of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship Mahendra Nath
Pandey will also be present on the
occasion.  The programme aims to
skill and upskill over one lakh
Covid warriors across the country,
according to the Prime Minister's

Office. The training will
be imparted to Covid
warriors in six cus-
tomised job roles name-
ly Home Care Support,
Basic Care Support,
Advanced Care
Support, Emergency

Care Support, Sample Collection
Support, and Medical Equipment
Support. 

The programme has been
designed as a special programme
under the Central Component of
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana 3.0, with a  total financial
outlay of Rs. 276 crore. 

The programme will create
skilled non-medical healthcare
workers to fill the present and
future needs of manpower in the
health sector, said the statement
from the PMO. 

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
on Wednesday approved the
corporatisation of Ordnance
Factory Board (OFB) by split-
ting it into seven entities to
improve autonomy, account-
ability and efficiency.  There are
42 ordnance factories spread all
over the country and its employ-
ees had opposed corporatisation
when it was mooted more than
two years back.

There are more than 82,000
employees in the ordnance fac-
tories and many of them had
resorted a stir in 2019 and gave
a notice for agitation last year
also against the proposal to
corporatize these units.  Based
in Kolkata, the Ordnance fac-
tories have a history of more
than 200 years old and now
manufacture guns, missiles,
tanks and other such equipment
for the armed forces.

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) last year in
July had approved to convert the
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB)
“into one or more than one 100

per cent Government-owned
corporate entities”.

The official communique
regarding this also said then the
corporatisation of OFB will
improve its autonomy, account-
ability and efficiency in
Ordnance Supplies.

It said the government has
taken note of the strike by
workers of the OFB against the
proposed corporatisation and
their concerns in the notice
dated 04.08.2020 from the three
recognized Federations of
Defence Civilian Employees,
proposing to call an indefinite
strike from 06.00 am of
12.10.2020 by the Defence
Civilian Employees of Ordnance
Factories against the govern-
ment move to corporatize OFB.

An Empowered Group of
Ministers (EGoM) has been
constituted under the
Chairmanship of Minister of
Defence to oversee and guide
the entire process of corporati-
sation of the OFB, including
transition support and rede-

ployment plan of employees
while safeguarding their wages
and retirement benefits.

The OFB products are
priced on a cost based method-
ology without charging any
profit over the cost of produc-
tion for supply to the armed
forces.  Since the OFB is nom-
inated as a production agency
for supply of core items to the
armed forces, no comparison
with international prices can be
made. This information was
given by Minister of State for
defence Shripad Naik in a writ-
ten reply to Santanu Sen in the
Rajya Sabha on September 19
last year.

The EGoM comprised
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Minister for Law
and Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad,
Minister of State for Labour and
Employment Santosh Kumar
Gangwar and Minister of State
for Personnel, Public Grievance
and Pension Dr Jitendra 
Singh. PNS
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With the rumblings in the
BJP, expulsion of rebel

MLAs from BSP and the rebels
seeking comfort zone, the polit-
ical parties have kick-started
the battle for the 2022 UP
Assembly elections. The polit-
ical activities are likely to gath-
er pace with a sharp dip in the
Covid curve.

The Samajwadi Party, fac-
ing existential crisis  after three
consecutive defeats in UP
(2014 Lok Sabha polls, 2017 UP
Assembly polls and 2019 Lok
Sabha elections) is desperately
trying to reinvent itself. The SP,
having burnt its fingers after
forging alliance with the
Congress for the 2017 UP
Assembly elections and later
with the BSP and Rashtriya Lok
Dal for the 2019 Lok Sabha

elections, seems to have grown
wiser. It has ruled out alliances
with bigger parties and decid-
ed to have a truck only with
small parties. 

The SP has already firmed
up alliance with the Rashtriya
Lok Dal, (RLD) a predomi-
nantly Jat political outfit.

Newly elected RLD chief
Jayant Chaudhary has made it
clear that his party will contest
the assembly elections in
alliance with the SP to send a
message to its support base, the
Jat community in western UP.
RLD has also announced its
support to SP candidates in the
zila panchayat chairpersons’
elections.

The SP has also firmed up
the alliance with the Mahan
Dal that is said to be popular
among Maurya, Kushwaha and
Saini caste voters in western UP

districts. 
The Mahan Dal has also

announced its support for the
SP in the assembly elections. SP
sources said the party leader-
ship is worried by not getting
the votes of non-Yadav OBCs
and non-Jatav SCs in the last
three elections which it lost.

“SP has repeatedly com-
mitted the mistake to over-
whelmingly rely on the Yadav-
Muslim vote bank, leaving the
rest of the Hindu votes for the
BJP,” a senior SP leader said,
adding: “To bridge this gap, the
SP is forging alliance with
small caste-based political par-
ties to prevent the ‘Ati Picchda’
votes going to the BJP.”

A SP leader said: “With 11
per cent Yadav votes and 19 per
cent Muslim votes, we were
actually treating the Muslims as
a majority community.” 
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In yet another gesture towards the children who
were orphaned due to Covid, Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath upwardly revised the aid being given to
children whose guardian’s income is below �3 lakh
per year.

“For the legal or natural guardian, the annual
income of �2 lakh limit is very low, hence the
monthly assistance will be provided to every
orphaned child whose guardian's income is below
�3 lakh per year,” announced the Chief Minister at
a high-level Covid review meeting in Lucknow on
Wednesday.

Under the ‘Uttar Pradesh Mukhyamantri Bal
Seva Yojana’, the State Government will provide
financial assistance to a child’s guardian while those
who did not have anyone to look after will be sent
to children’s homes.

Taking care of the upbringing and education of
children orphaned by Covid, a monthly financial
assistance of �4,000 will be given to a child's
guardian or caretaker, till he or she attains adult-
hood.

Further, the State Government will also provide
tablets or laptops to all such children studying in
schools, colleges, or pursuing vocational
education.
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Targeting the BJP Government over
alleged irregularities in purchase of

land by Shree Ram Mandir Trust, Congress
general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said that it had hurt people’s faith and
demanded Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to furnish the details of money spent as the
Trust was formed by him. She also
demanded a Supreme Court monitored
probe in the murky land deal.

In a Facebook post in Hindi on
Wednesday, Priyanka said, “According to
news reports there have been irregulari-
ties in buying land. On March 18, two peo-
ple bought land in Ayodhya for �2 crore.
And within five minutes the land was
bought by the Shree Ram Mandir Trust
which was formed by the Prime Minister
for �18.5 crore.”

The Congress honcho said that it
meant that the value of land increased by
�5.5 lakh per second. “Can anyone imag-
ine and believe this ? Not to be forgotten,
the entire money belongs to the people of
the country who donated for the con-
struction of Ram temple. In the sale deed
of the land and registry papers, most of the
names in the column of witnesses were
common,” she said.

Priyanka further said, “One of the wit-
nesses is a Trustee of the Ram Mandir
Trust (who is a former member of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) and anoth-
er one is a BJP leader and mayor of
Ayodhya.”

She further stated that the statement
from Shree Ram Trust claimed that the rate
of land increased which was why a whop-
ping amount was paid. “As per reports, the
value of land was around �5 crore as per
the existing circle rate,” she pointed out.
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The Uttar Pradesh Government is expected to
make more stringent laws for gambling in

public places. The State Law Commission has not
only made the Public Gambling Act enacted dur-
ing the British era stricter but also put online
gambling and various forms of betting in the cat-
egory of non-bailable offences.

After studying the laws of several states, the
draft of Uttar Pradesh Public Gambling
(Prevention) Bill has been prepared under the
chairmanship of a commission led by Justice A
N Mittal. A draft scripted by the Commission was
submitted to Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday. It is believed that the state government
would soon implement its own law across the
state with regards to gambling.

The State Law Commission in its draft has
recommended to increase the amount of fine
along with the provision of maximum punish-
ment of three years. The special component is that
the draft of this new law has been made keep-
ing in mind the fast growing habit of online gam-
bling in the last decade. 

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh BJP president
Swatantra Dev Singh slammed the
Samajwadi Party  saying that those who
denied the existence of Lord Rama were
now questioning  the land purchase for the
construction of a grand Ram temple in
Ayodhya.  Singh spoke to media persons
after condoling the death of BJP regional
chief Manvendra Singh’s uncle at
Vikrampur village of Etawah on
Wednesday.

Attacking the Samajwadi Party further,
Singh said that the party which did not
have any love for Lord Rama and Lord
Krishna, who denied the existence of Ram
and Ram Setu and fired bullets at Ram
Sevaks were now talking about Ram
Mandir. “Every Ram bhakt knows the
truth about the transparent way the lands
were purchased in Ayodhya,” he said.

The BJP leader visited the Etawah vil-
lage to pay homage to the BJP worker who
died from corona on Wednesday and said
that he was visiting the houses of all BJP
workers and their families who lost their
near and dear ones in the state during the
corona period. Etawah also witnessed the
death of BJP MLA Savitri Katheria's hus-
band and regional vice-president
Manvendra Singh’s uncle.     PNS
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Lucknow: The rebel BSP MLAs
who met Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday are
in a dilemma over joining the
new party. Right now, the prime
objective of the rebel MLAs is to
avoid disqualification from the
membership of Vidhan Sabha
on the grounds of defection.
Some of the rebels are trying to
form a new party and later
merge it with the SP while some
are in touch with the BJP and
also their parent party.

The sharp attack on the
Samajwadi Party by the BSP
chief Mayawati on Wednesday
added to the discomfiture of the
rebel MLAs. “The Samajwadi
Party is propagating in the
media that some BSP MLAs are
switching over to the SP, which
is a hoax. These MLAs were sus-
pended from the BSP long ago
for defeating the son of a Dalit
in the Rajya Sabha elections to
connivance with the SP and an
industrialist,” Mayawati said on
Wednesday. PNS
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After the residents of a city hous-
ing society alleged a fraud in the

vaccination camp held by a private
agency in their housing society, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) and Mumbai
police on Wednesday launched inde-
pendent investigations into manner
in which three persons claiming
themselves to represent two leading
hospitals fleeced them of �4.91 lakh
on the pretext of organising a vacci-
nation camp.

A day after the residents of the
Hiranandani Heritage Society com-
prising 435 flats in three towers at
Kandivali (west) in north Mumbai
flagged the issue in the media,  BMC
Additional Commissioner Suresh
Kakani took suo moto cognisance of
the residents’ grievance and asked his
deputy Vishwas Shankarwar to con-
duct an enquiry and submit his
report within 48 hours.. 

Similarly after the office bearers
of Hiranandani Heritage Residents’
Welfare Association (HHRWA)
lodged a complaint with them, the

Kandivlin police also launched inves-
tigations into the alleged fraud.

The HHRWA office bearers told
the police that the three alleged
fraudsters collected �4.92 lakh from
390 residents, housekeeping staff,
security guards, drivers or domestic
helpers on May 30 for conducting a
vaccination camp. 

The camp was conducted three
facilitators, including Rajesh Pandey
and Sanjay Gupta, who claimed to
represent leading private hospitals
like the Kokilaben Dhirubhai
Ambani Hospital (KDAH) and the
Nanavati Hospital. They agreed to
provide 400 vaccine doses for around
�1,260 each, for which the society
paid around �4.92 lakh.  However the
vaccination facilitator did not provide
receipts for the money taken.

On their part, the KDAH and the
Nanavati Hospital have distanced
themselves from the questionable
vaccination camp by saying that
they had nothing to do with the vac-
cination camp conductred at
Hiranandani Heritage Society.  They
said that they were not approached
by the housing society.   

The residents got suspicious after
as none of the beneficiaries were
given the vaccination certificates.
They also noticed that the vials used
for vaccination camp bore 'Not For
Sale' stamp.

The society members
approached one of the facilitators
Sanjay Gupta for vaccination certifi-
cates.

However, Gupta said that the
certificates would be given after 3-4
days. Later on the residents found out
after June 8 that the certificates were
being generated from different hos-
pitals in the city, without the date of
vaccination i.e,  May 30. 

Before long, some of the aggriev-
ed residents checked their status on
CoWin only to learn that they were
yet to get their first vaccine dose, a
development that prompted to lodge
a complaint with the police.

Meanwhile, local BJP leader
Yogesh Sagar alleged that there could
be a nexus between the BMC and
unscrupulous elements in such pri-
vate drives and the beneficiaries
must make full enquiries before get-
ting lured by such offers. 

#������!
��)�$#�����	!���
����	�

�������	�� ��,�-��
!����� �(�!���



conservation of forests.
The path-breaking law gave

three generations of tribals the
right to live on their land. But
they were asked to prove their
ownership, which most of them
can’t and that is the biggest stick
to beat them up with. Though
the authorities want them to
show papers of the inheri-
tance, they have lived on the
land even before paper was
invented! Even so, they have
been branded a “danger to for-
est land and wildlife”.

The adivasis have managed
their environment better than
neo-conservationists. People
in Gosaba, Sunderbans, are
killed by the Bengal Tigers.
There is a village in Gosaba
named Vidhwapalli, a village of
widows whose husbands were
killed by tigers. The very same
people feed the tigress who
takes shelter in the village when
she is about to deliver her
cubs! Now think about the
Delhi ridge or Mumbai’s Aarey
forest constantly waning each
passing year. Nearly 80 per cent
of biodiversity in the world is
in areas inhabited by tribals.
They have conserved the forests
pretty well. They take from it
what they need, without mak-
ing permanent damage and
giving time and chance to
nature to recuperate and grow.

Their religious practices forbid
them to even enter the core
areas. The modern conserva-
tion programmes would have
these forests as open zoos for
the inspection of tourists.

While tourists and other
outsiders are welcome, the
adivasis are not. They are aliens
in their own homes. Even if
they venture inside, they are
beaten up, tortured, even killed
by rangers. Their houses are
burnt and properties van-
dalised. Not very long ago, a 13-
year-old boy was shot in the
Kaziranga for wandering inside
the protected area. The park has
a shoot-at-sight policy. The
Jenu Kuruba, tribals living in
the Nilgiri in Karnataka, are fre-
quently shot while collecting
mushrooms. Over 50 people
have been shot dead by the
guards in the last five years. Of
course, you haven’t heard or
read about them. They were sel-
dom reported!

Another aspect of tribal
persecution is the Maoist vio-
lence in forested areas. It is often
reported from Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Jharkhand, and others. The
security forces are up against
the armed resistance in the
forests. However, not all tribals
are supporters or sympathisers
of Maoists. Most of them face

pressure both from Maoists as
well as the security forces.
They are routinely rounded up
and made to suffer.

It is indeed a problem that
refuses to go away. The
Government, for its part, has
never tried to find the root of
the problem and solve it polit-
ically. The Maoists draw cadres
from the wronged people. Since
the exploitation doesn’t end,
they never run out of cadres.
The basis of the problem is
indeed economic being
addressed with force. Since
2010 when it was at its peak, it
has come down. It is now con-
fined to around 30 districts, but
there is a long way to go. The
gains of security forces are no
guarantee that the problem is
over. Maoism is a problem
born out of the social and eco-
nomic milieu of the region and
lack of development. The
Government gives them
enough fuel and exploitation
that oils this war machinery.

If the current rate of
exploitation of nature contin-
ues, we may lose the forests and
forest dwellers. And, with them,
their wisdom to survive with-
out harming nature.

(The writer is a columnist
and documentary film-maker.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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Sir — As per reports, a housing society in
Mumbai’s Kandivali area has complained to
the police that it was cheated by some per-
sons who organised a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion camp by claiming to represent a pri-
vate hospital, and the vaccine administered
could be spurious. The society, Hiranandani
Heritage Residents Welfare Association, has
now sought investigation into the matter.

A vaccination camp was arranged by the
residential complex on May 30. But later it
found that the Co-WIN portal did not have
any record of the people who participated
and they received certificates in the name
of different hospitals, it said. “If the vaccine
is found to be spurious, the people who got
vaccinated will have a medical emergency
to deal with. Therefore, there is an urgent
need to investigate the whole episode so that
such fraudulent activities are not repeated
at other places,” the complaint stated.

The HHRWA had organised the camp
through a person who claimed to be a sales
representative of a private hospital in
Andheri. As many as 390 members received
the jabs at �1,260 per person. They were
shocked to receive vaccination certificates
in the name of Nanavati Hospital, Lifeline
Hospital and NESCO COVID Camp,
among others. Nanavati Hospital denied any
involvement and said they’re themselves a
victim of the situation.

There are even doubts whether the res-
idents were actually given Covishield or if
it were just glucose or expired/waste vaccine.
Meanwhile, the BMC, from this week, has
made signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding mandatory between private
vaccination providers and housing societies
if such camps are organised.

Bhagwan Thadani  | Mumbai 
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Sir — The group of seven largest indus-
trial and developed nations was found-
ed in1970 with a focus on economic issue
and to resolve global problems. The
47th G7 Summit was held in the city of
Cornwall, the United Kingdom. The
western media focused only on the

beaches and the glowing sun.
The G7 grouping took three important

decisions to restrict China, which is consid-
ered to be moving in an unethical way. The
first is the threat to humanity, the sanction
of $40 trillion and re-investigation into the
alleged Wuhan lab’s virus leak. We have
always seen that when a programme is being
held in developing nations, the news and
articles underlining the headlines of “Hiding
the poverty” in the international media pops
up. But when the same thing happens in the
developed world, it is hushed up. The poor-
est city of the United Kingdom, Cornwall,
where the G7 summit was organised, does-
n’t get any space in international coverage.

The powerful nations didn’t even
focus on how to address the issue of the
appetite of the poor by providing shelter
to their bodies and food to their stomach.
It seems that poverty is the selling point
only in certain cases.

Aman Jaiswal | New Delhi
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Sir — Raja, the famous festival of Odisha,
was badly hit by the COVID-19 second
wave. Due to the rising cases, the
Government imposed lockdown in most of
the state. During this festival in the pre-pan-
demic times, people used to wear new
clothes, moved around having fun, enjoyed
savouries and involved themselves in “Raja
Mauja” for various games and activities.

But this year, the evergreen and colour-
ful Raja witnessed no colours due to the sec-
ond wave of the pandemic. People, being in
a state of fear and negative mindset, were
adverse to letting their hair down. Maybe
the State Government should start a show
that will add some colour and flavour to the
life of the Odia people.

Sarmistha Pradhan | Cuttack
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The recent upsurge in
Maoist violence puts the
focus back on tribal
issues, rarely discussed in

the mainstream. Even though
the tribal population is nine per
cent, they live as invisible Indians.
Their presence is felt only when
they make headlines for the
wrong reasons, for obstructing
traffic with their protests, for
instance, and thereafter again
fade into oblivion.

These are the people who
have been on the frontline of
India’s war of independence and
the ones to have suffered the most.
The British branded 150-odd
tribes as “criminal tribes” by
imposing the Criminal Tribe Act,
starting in 1871. It took the
Nehru Government five years to
de-notify these tribes and replace
the derogatory law on April 31,
1952. Adivasis now celebrate April
31 as the alternative Independence
Day.

Even today, tribals live on the
sidelines of the Indian political
landscape. They are indeed the
marginalised entities in India’s
political life. The adivasis have
lived in forests at peace with
nature for ages. But they have been
castigated, charged, blamed and
demonised, often stripped of
their basic human rights, their
right to life and property includ-
ed. They are evicted from their
dwelling places in the name of
conservation and national inter-
est. To use the conservationist
lingo, their habitat is shrinking. It
is being usurped legally. Despite
some sops here and there, the con-
dition of tribals has not improved
even after Independence. They
remain on the margins, their life
and livelihood constantly under
the threat. The neo-colonial
mindset has replaced the older
one. Conservation is one big
plank that is a legit and subtle way
to evict tribals from their land.

The Forest Rights Act (FRA),
2006, for the first time recognised
the rights of tribal communities
to forest resources. Hitherto,
Government Acts and policies did
not recognise the symbiotic rela-
tionship of the forest dwellers with
the forests. This, ironically, was
always present in their depen-
dence on the forest as well as in
their traditional wisdom for the
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Things don't happen easily in the gov-
ernment. And, if they do happen, it is
difficult to sustain them. I had been of
the view that for anything to happen

and sustain in the government it had to be
politically acceptable, socially desirable, tech-
nologically feasible, financially viable, admin-
istratively doable and judicially tenable. This
in itself was quite a handful. However, the
unexpected agitation against the Farm Bills has
compelled me to add another dimension:
"Emotionally relatable". 

There is a feeling outside the government
that not much happens in the government. Not
only that, each one of them will have an idea
on how to make-things-happen. However, if
the sixafore-mentioned aspects are not taken
into consideration, the idea will perhaps not
travel much distance on the ground. Let us
consider each one of them.

No matter how good an idea is, it will get
converted into a policy only if the ultimate
decision-making authority, a politician or a
group of politicians, puts its stamp on it. For
example, many would argue that reservation
in government jobs is adversely impacting gov-
ernance. If there is a referendum, perhaps the
majority will vote against it. But can we dis-
pense with it now or at any time in the future?
Perhaps not, because it will never be political-
ly acceptable. That is why decision making in
democracies takes much longer than in coun-
tries like China. A lot of time gets spent in con-
sensus building. This is not to say that democ-
racies are worse than autocracies because polit-
ical acceptability, as an underlying principle of
democracy, has its own merits.

Social desirability of an idea is equally
important even if it may not appear to be so.
It is important in the context of implementa-
tion of an idea that may be politically accept-
able. A number of schemes announced by the
government, hence politically acceptable, fail
on the ground because while formulating the
scheme, the social context is not taken into
consideration. Thus, the infamous Family
Planning effort of the government during the
dark days of Emergency not only met with fail-
ure but led to the fall of the government. This
may be an extreme example but many schemes
and ideas face enormous problems if they are
not socially desirable. Understanding the
needs of the stake holders is critical for the suc-
cess of any scheme.

Technology is changing by the day. Hence,
the feasibility of technology becomes an
important determinant in the implementation
of an idea and sustaining it. Many of those that
have not travelled to various parts of the coun-
try advocate the use of internet to reach out
to children during COVID-19 times for
schooling. They are perhaps unaware of the
fact that internet has not reached out as yet to
a large part of the country. The situation may
change over a period of time but as of now, it
may not be possible to reach out to all the chil-
dren through the net.

The most critical part in implementation of
an idea is the availability of funds to back such
an idea. Till a couple of years ago, number of
railway lines were announced by successive
Ministers for Railways in their budget speech-
es (fortunately this has ceased now) without the
funds to back them. These railway lines were
socially desirable and technologically feasible.

They were obviously politically
acceptable as well. But they never
happened on the ground. Similar
apprehensions are raised about the
recently announced National
Education Policy (NEP). The
Policy recommends allocation of
six per cent of GDP to Education
Sector. This is nothing new. It was
recommended long ago by Dr
Kothari in his Report as well. But
the money never came despite a
cess levied by the government to
raise resources. In fact, during the
period from 2014 to 2018 the bud-
getary allocation to school educa-
tion actually came down in real
terms. Without requisite money to
back ideas, such ideas will not
travel a long distance. 

Even if we have the requisite
money, if the desired human
resources are not available, the
idea will not work on the ground.
One of the reasons of failure in
delivery of health care in rural
areas is the shortage of doctors.
Health care is politically acceptable
and socially desirable. There is rea-
sonable amount of money avail-
able. But shortage of human
resource is a major constraint.
School education in the country is
another example where there is an
acute shortage of human
resources. There is an additional

problem relating to their manage-
ment as well. This management of
the teachers who are the pivot of
school education, has left a lot to
be desired. The biggest mafia in
school education is the one that
provides pre-service training, the
B.Ed and D.El.Edcolleges. A large
number of them exist only on
paper but they can give you a
degree. The selection of teachers
to government schools is anoth-
er racket. One former Chief
Minister is behind the bars for
manipulating selection. What can
be expected of teachers who have
come through such a process?
Human resource management is
the key to the success of any pro-
gramme.  

Finally, no matter what the
government does, the final arbiter
is the judiciary. It can undo all that
may have been attempted. The
over-indulgent judiciary can make
matters worse. 

The Farm Bills appear to be
fine on all these dimensions men-
tioned above. Even those who are
opposing it on account of politi-
cal considerations were them-
selves pushing for such reforms
when they were in power. Most of
themwould privately agree that the
Bills would benefit the farmers
and will free them from the

clutches of "middle-men".
However, opposition to the Bills
wasstill so huge. It reflected the
inability of the proponents to
make this idea "emotionally relat-
able" to the farming community.
The Bills are indeed socially desir-
able but the government which
has otherwise demonstrated to be
so skilful in communicating mes-
sages, has apparently been unable
to do so in the present instance.
Hence, the Bills that are so bene-
ficial to the farmers are not per-
ceived as such. There is, therefore,
this problem of perception and a
large number of farmers are not
able to relate emotionally with the
Bills.

The listing of these limitations
does not mean that things donot
happen in the government. The
success of Ayushman Bharat, the
Coal Block auctions and unprece-
dented increase in coal production
during 2014-16, the successful
management of Covid-19 fallout
in Mumbai and many districts of
the country and the like prove that
it-can-happen. These pro-
grammes/ schemes/ efforts under-
stood these limitations and
worked around them. There is
indeed a lot to learn from how
they made-it-happen for others to
make-it-happen. 
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Lifting Trump's sanctions,
@SecBlinken, is a legal&
moral obligation, NOT

negotiating leverage. Didn't
work for Trump - won't work for
you," tweeted Iran's Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif late last month. But what
if US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken (and President Joe
Biden) have just decided that
reviving the 2015 nuclear deal is
a lost cause?

There are quite a few peo-
ple in the Biden administration,
and particularly in the State
Department, who can count to
twenty without even taking
their shoes off. So they must
have realised that there was
going to be an election in Iran
next Friday (18 June).

Many of them would even
have known that this time the

Iranian election has been rigged
so that the 'hard-liners' are
bound to win it.

Joe Biden therefore only
had five months to reverse
Donald Trump's deliberate
wrecking of the 2015 treaty that
prevented Iran from working on
nuclear weapons. After the June
election, the wreckers would be
in power in Tehran, and they
would sabotage the talks.

So why didn't Blinken's
people move faster?

It was the Trump adminis-
tration that unilaterally pulled
out of the JCPOA treaty (Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action)
and slapped crippling econom-
ic sanctions on Iran in 2018.
Since then, Iran has repeatedly
said that if the US just cancelled
Trump's sanctions and rejoined
the treaty, all would be well. Now

it's probably too late.
Iran did nothing for more

than a year, waiting and hoping
that the other signatories
(Britain, France, Germany,
Russia and China) would find
ways to help Iran get around the
American sanctions.

The other countries all
agreed that Iran was not violat-
ing the terms of the treaty in any

way, but none of them wanted
to get into a showdown with
Trump by breaking the US
sanctions. So when Trump tight-
ened the sanctions further in
May 2019, crushing Iran's
remaining oil exports, Tehran
began to go beyond the treaty
limits - a little bit.

It didn't leave the treaty, but
it began to enrich its uranium a

bit beyond the treaty limit of
3.67% (far below weapons-
grade). It allowed inspections to
continue, it kept nothing secret,
but every three or six months it
moved the enrichment up
another notch to create some
counter-pressure on the other
signatories to sort their
American problem out.

Finally, Trump lost the 2020
election, Biden replaced him in
the White House last January,
and it became possible to repair
all the damage. However, the
new secretary of state, Antony
Blinken, then announced that
Iran would have to roll back all
its post-2019 increments to the
enrichment process BEFORE
the US lifted its sanctions.

The shoe is clearly on the
wrong foot there. It was the
United States that showed itself

to be untrustworthy by quitting
the treaty. The Iranian economy
paid the price, starving in the
gutter for three years.

The question of who goes
first is fundamentally childish if
there is trust, but America has
forfeited the right to demand
that Iran trust it. Biden and
Blinken must know that
demanding Iran go first dooms
the negotiations, and that a
rigged election in Iran will
shortly close the door on the deal
for good. It would break them
off, because Iran's Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
has arranged for his faithful sup-
porter Ebrahim Raisi to win the
election by banning more open-
minded candidates from run-
ning at all.

Both men are fiercely anti-
Western ultra-conservatives, but

they wouldn't have got away
with rigging the election like this
four years ago, when the treaty
was new and popular hopes
were still high in Iran. The
despair created by Trump's
renewed sanctions killed those
hopes. Biden may be wrong to
let the JCPOA treaty die. An
immediate end to US sanctions
and a quick roll-back of Iran's
deviations from strict adherence
to the treaty's terms might have
been done the trick. Even a new
hard-line government in Iran
would have found it hard to
unpick that sort of done deal.

But it would have been a
gamble, and Biden seems to have
decided that he couldn't afford
to risk his political capital that
way. It will be years before we
know if this was a fatal mistake
(and who it was fatal for).
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The author is a former
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expressed are personal. 
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The author’s new book is
‘Growing Pains: The
Future of Democracy

(and Work)’. The views
expressed are personal.
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With stern expressions and
polite words before the

cameras, President Joe Biden
and Russia’s Vladimir Putin
plunged into hours of face-to-
face talks on Wednesday at a
lush lakeside Swiss mansion, a
highly anticipated summit at a
time when both leaders say
relations between their coun-
tries are at an all-time low.

Biden called it a discussion
between “two great powers”
and said it was “always better
to meet face to face.” Putin said
he hoped the talks would be
“productive.”

The meeting in a book-
lined room had a somewhat
awkward beginning — both
men appeared to avoid looking
directly at each other during a
brief and chaotic photo oppor-
tunity before a scrum of
jostling reporters.

Biden nodded when a
reporter asked if Putin could be
trusted, but the White House
quickly sent out a tweet insist-
ing that the president was “very
clearly not responding to any
one question, but nodding in
acknowledgment to the press
generally.” Putin ignored shout-
ed questions from reporters,
including whether he feared
jailed Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny.

The two leaders did shake
hands - Biden extended his
hand first and smiled at the

stoic Russian leader - moments
earlier when they posed with
Swiss President Guy Parmelin,
who welcomed them to
Switzerland for the summit.

Biden and Putin first held
a relatively intimate meeting
joined by US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov.
Each side had a translator for
the session, which lasted about
an hour and a half. The meet-
ing, after about a 40-minute
break, then expanded to include
senior aides on each side.

Biden and Putin were
expected to meet for a total of
four to five hours of wide-rang-
ing talks.

For months, they have
traded sharp rhetoric. Biden
has repeatedly called out Putin
for malicious cyberattacks by
Russian-based hackers on US
interests, for the jailing of
Russia’s foremost opposition
leader and for interference in
American elections. 

Putin has reacted with
whatabout-isms and denials
— pointing to the Jan. 6 insur-
rection at the US Capitol to
argue that the US has no busi-
ness lecturing on democratic
norms and insisting that the
Russian government hasn’t
been involved in any election
interference or cyberattacks
despite US intelligence showing

otherwise.
In advance of Wednesday’s

meeting, both sides set out to
lower expectations.

Even so, Biden said it was
an important step if the United
States and Russia were able to
ultimately find “stability and
predictability” in their rela-
tionship, a seemingly modest
goal from the president for
dealing with the person he
sees as one of America’s fiercest

adversaries.
“We should decide where

it’s in our mutual interest, in the
interest of the world, to coop-
erate, and see if we can do that,”
Biden told reporters earlier
this week. “And the areas where
we don’t agree, make it clear
what the red lines are.”

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, told The Associated
Press on Wednesday that no
breakthroughs were expected

and that “the situation is too
difficult in Russian-American
relations.” He added that “the
fact that the two presidents
agreed to meet and finally start
to speak openly about the
problems is already an achieve-
ment.”

Arrangements for the
meeting were carefully chore-
ographed and vigorously nego-
tiated. Biden first floated the
meeting in an April phone call

in which he informed Putin
that he would be expelling
several Russian diplomats and
imposing sanctions against
dozens of people and compa-
nies, part of an effort to hold
the Kremlin accountable for
interference in last year’s pres-
idential election and the hack-
ing of federal agencies.

Putin and his entourage
arrived first at the summit site:
Villa La Grange, a grand lake-
side mansion set in Geneva’s
biggest park. Next came Biden
and his team. Putin flew into
Geneva on Wednesday short-
ly before the scheduled start of
the meeting; Biden — who was
already in Europe for meetings
with allies — arrived the day
before. After the meeting con-
cludes, Putin is scheduled to

hold a solo news conference,
with Biden following suit. The
White House opted against a
joint news conference, deciding
it did not want to appear to ele-
vate Putin at a moment when
the US president is urging
European allies to pressure
Putin to cut out myriad provo-
cations.

Biden sees himself with few
peers on foreign policy. He
traveled the globe as a member
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and was given dif-
ficult foreign policy assign-
ments by President Barack
Obama when Biden was vice
president. His portfolio includ-
ed messy spots like Iraq and
Ukraine and weighing the met-
tle of China’s Xi Jinping during
his rise to power.
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Israeli aircraft carried out a
series of airstrikes at militant

sites in the Gaza Strip early
Wednesday, the first such raids
since a shaky cease-fire ended
the war with Hamas last
month. 

The airstrikes targeted
facilities used by Hamas mili-
tants for meetings to plan
attacks, the Israeli military
said, blaming the group for any
act of violence emanating from
Gaza. There were no immedi-
ate reports of casualties. 

On Tuesday, hundreds of
Israeli ultranationalists, some
chanting “Death to Arabs,”
paraded in east Jerusalem in a
show of force that threatened to
spark renewed violence.
Palestinians in Gaza respond-
ed by launching incendiary
balloons that caused at least 10
fires in southern Israel. 

The march posed a test for
Israel’s fragile new government
as well as the tenuous truce that
ended last month’s 11-day war
between Israel and Hamas.
Palestinians consider the
march, meant to celebrate
Israel’s capture of east Jerusalem
in 1967, to be a provocation.
Hamas called on Palestinians to
“resist” the parade, a version of
which helped ignite last month’s
11-day Gaza war.

With music blaring, hun-
dreds of Jewish nationalists
gathered and moved in front of
Damascus Gate. Most appeared
to be young men, and many
held blue-and-white Israeli

flags as they danced and sang
religious songs. 

At one point, several dozen
youths, jumping and waving
their hands in their air, chant-
ed: “Death to Arabs!” In anoth-
er anti-Arab chant, they yelled:
“May your village burn.” 

In a scathing condemna-
tion on Twitter, Foreign
Minister Yair Lapid said those
shouting racist slogans were “a
disgrace to the Israeli people,”
adding: “The fact that there are
radicals for whom the Israeli
flag represents hatred and
racism is abominable and
unforgivable.” 

The crowd, while boister-
ous, appeared to be much
smaller than during last
month’s parade. From the
Damascus Gate, they proceed-
ed around the Old City to the
Western Wall, the holiest place
where Jews can pray.
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The Israeli military on
Wednesday shot and killed

a Palestinian woman who it
said tried to ram her car into a
group of soldiers guarding a
West Bank construction site.

In a statement, the army
said soldiers opened fire at the
woman in Hizmeh, just north
of Jerusalem, after she exited
the car and pulled out a knife.
The statement did not say how
close the woman was to the sol-
diers, and the army did not
release any photos or video of
the incident.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin says he and US

President Joe Biden have
agreed to return their ambas-
sadors to their posts in a bid
to lower tensions.

Putin made the
announcement at a news con-
ference following a summit on
Wednesday with Biden in
Geneva.

The return of ambassadors

follows a diplomatic tug-of-
war that saw deep cuts in
diplomatic personnel.

Russia’s ambassador to the
US, Anatoly Antonov, was
recalled from Washington
about three months ago after
Biden described Putin as a
killer. 

US Ambassador to Russia
John Sullivan left Moscow
almost two months ago after
Russia suggested he return to
Washington for consultations.
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President Joe Biden on
Tuesday unveiled picks for

nine ambassadorial postings,
tapping career diplomats
steeped in foreign policy expe-
rience — as well as political
allies and aviation hero “Sully”
Sullenberger.

The picks include former
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar
as ambassador to Mexico and
former Deputy Secretary of
State Tom Nides as ambassador
to Israel. 

Retired airline pilot C B
“Sully” Sullenberger, most
famous for negotiating the
emergency landing of US
Airways Flight 1549 on the
Hudson River with no fatalities,
has been named to serve as US
representative on the Council
of the International Civil
Aviation Organisation.

The announcement comes
as Biden is on the tail end of an
eight-day European trip that
included stops in the United
Kingdom for a meeting of the
Group of Seven leaders and
Belgium for a gathering of the
27 NATO countries and the
US-EU summit.

The trip culminates in
Geneva on Wednesday with a
highly anticipated meeting with
Russia’s Vladimir Putin, where
the leaders are to discuss rising
tensions between their coun-
tries. As a candidate, Biden
declined to rule out appointing
political donors to ambas-
sadorships or other posts if he
was elected. But he pledged that
his nominees, regardless of
their contributor status.
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Government troops in
Myanmar have burned

most of a village in the coun-
try’s central heartland, a resi-
dent said Wednesday, con-
firming reports by independent
media and on social networks.
The action appeared to be an
attempt to suppress resistance
against the ruling military
junta.

The attack is the latest
example of how violence has
become endemic in much of
Myanmar in recent months as
the junta tries to subdue an
incipient nationwide insurrec-
tion. After the army seized
power in February, over-
throwing the elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi, a
nonviolent civil disobedience
movement arose to challenge
military rule, but the junta’s
attempt to repress it with dead-
ly force fuelled rather than
quelled resistance.

Photos and videos of dev-
astated Kinma village in
Magway region that circulated
widely on social media on
Wednesday showed much of
the village flattened by fire and
the charred bodies of farm
animals. One report said the vil-
lage had about 1,000 residents.
A villager contacted by phone
said only 10 of 237 houses were
left standing. The villager, who
asked that his name not be used
because of fear of government
reprisals, said most residents
had already fled when soldiers
firing guns entered the village
shortly before noon on Tuesday.

He said he believed the
troops were searching for
members of a village defense
force that had been established

to protect against the junta’s
troops and police. Most such
local forces are very lightly
armed with homemade hunt-
ing rifles. 

The village defense force
gave residents advance warning
of the troops’ arrival, so only
four or five people were left in
the village when they began
searching houses in the after-
noon. When they found noth-
ing, they began setting the
homes on fire, he said.

“There are some forests just
nearby our village. Most of us
fled into the forests,” he said.

The villager said he
believed there were three casu-
alties, a boy who was a goat-
herder who was shot in the
thigh, and an elderly couple
who were unable to flee. He
believed the couple had died
but several media reports said

they were missing.
Asked if he planned to go

back to the village, he said: “No,
we dare not to. We think it isn’t
over. We will shift to other vil-
lages. Even if we go back to our
village, there is no place to stay
because everything is burnt.”

The village defense forces
are committed to forming a
future opposition federal army,
and some have allied them-
selves with ethnic minority
groups in border areas that
have been fighting for decades
for autonomy from the central
government.

Most of the fiercest fight-
ing takes place in the border
regions, where government
forces are deployed in areas
controlled by ethnic groups
such as the Chin in the west,
the Kachin in the north and the
Karenni in the east.

The incident in Kinma
attracted special attention
because the Burman, or
Barmar ethnic group, the coun-
try’s power-holding majority, is
predominant in the Magway
region and it is unusual for
them to be targeted for such
severe measures.

The army burned many
villages of the Muslim
Rohingya minority in 2017 in
a brutal counterinsurgency
campaign in the western state
of Rakhine that drove more
than 700,000 to seek safety
across the border in
Bangladesh.

There is widespread preju-
dice against the Rohingya and
few in Myanmar protested the
army’s treatment of them,
though international courts
are now considering whether it
constituted genocide.
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London: Dominic Cummings,
the former top aide of UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, on
Wednesday reignited an ongoing
row over the government’s han-
dling of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic as he shared expletive-laden
WhatsApp messages believed
to be from his former boss in
which the premier brands his
health secretary “hopeless”.

Johnson’s former Chief
Strategy Adviser, who left
Downing Street unceremoni-
ously last year, has previously
made withering attacks on UK
Health Secretary Matt Hancock
and claimed the minister
should have been sacked for
15-20 things, including “for
lying” to people.

Following Hancock’s own
evidence before a parliamen-
tary committee to deny all the
allegations, Cummings took
to his blogpost to brand the
Cabinet minister’s parliamen-
tary evidence as an attempt to
rewrite history.

“Number10/Hancock have
repeatedly lied about the failures

last year,” he writes in his blog.
In screenshots of

WhatsApp messages he has
shared alongside, the Prime
Minister appears to call
Hancock’s efforts “totally
f****** hopeless” in response to
a message from Cummings
and in others seems to consid-
er replacing him.

The 7,000-word blogpost
dubs Hancock’s version of
events as “fiction” and criticis-
es “systemic incompetence”
surrounding the UK Prime
Minister.

Downing Street has refused
to be drawn into the latest
WhatsApp messages row, with
the UK Prime Minister’s offi-
cial spokesperson saying
Johnson continued to have
“full confidence” in Hancock.

“I am not planning to
engage with every allegation
put forward, the Prime
Minister has worked very
closely with the Health
Secretary throughout and will
continue to do so,” the
spokesperson said. PTI
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Mumbai:With automation tak-
ing place at a much faster pace
across industries especially in
the tech space, domestic soft-
ware firms that employee over
16 million are set to slash

headcounts by a massive 3
million by 2022, which will
help them save a whopping
USD 100 billion mostly in
salaries annually, says a report.
The domestic IT sector

employs around 16 million, of
them around 9 million are
employed in low-skilled ser-
vices and BPO roles, according
to Nasscom.

PTI

�� � 34!�&45�%

Sellers who do not declare
local content percentage

while uploading their products
at public procurement portal
GeM will lose out on business
and will not be able to partic-
ipate in bids in which buyer has
chosen to procure only made-
in-India items, the commerce
ministry said on Wednesday.

The Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) portal was
launched in 2016 for online
purchase of goods and services
by all central and state gov-
ernment ministries and agen-
cies.

The Ministry also said
GeM was the first e-commerce
portal in the country which
had started displaying the
‘country of origin’ of all prod-
ucts prominently for giving its
buyers the right to make
informed decisions of pro-
curement.

Now, it is mandatory for all
sellers to upfront declare the
‘country of origin’, without
which they cannot upload
products on the platform.

“Going a step further,
GeM has also started high-
lighting the local content %
(percentage) on the product
description page prominently.

“So, even within the prod-
ucts made in India, buyers can
identify products that have
higher local content and take

informed decisions according-
ly,” it said.

Buyers have been provided
with a filter in the marketplace
to identify and select products
from among MII (make in
India) complaint sellers/ prod-
ucts only, it said.

“Sellers who do not declare
local content % (percentage)
while uploading product and
creating catalogue on GeM
will lose out on business and
will not be able to participate
in bids in which the buyer has
chosen to procure only MII-
compliant products,” it added.

In the portal, a MII filter
has been provided using which
a buyer can filter out all non-
local suppliers and restrict its
procurements under direct
purchase and L-1 (lowest bid)
purchase from among local

suppliers only.
Informing about the por-

tal, Commerce Secretary Anup
Wadhawan said it is providing
increasing market access to
seller groups like MSEs (micro
and small enterprises), women
self-help groups (SHGs), and
start-ups.

Currently, GeM has over
6,90,000 MSE sellers and ser-
vice providers and they con-
tribute over 56 per cent of the
total order value on the plat-
form.

Speaking with reporters,
GeM Chief Executive Officer P
K Singh said there are 9,980
start-ups registered on GeM
currently.He said that to
address the credit access chal-
lenges faced by MSMEs,
GeMSAHAY app has been
rolled out.

�� � 34!�&45�%

Drug pricing regulator NPPA has asked phar-
maceutical companies and medical device

makers to reduce prices on products on which
the GST has been lowered in order to pass on
the benefit to the consumers. In a notification,
the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA) noted that a change in tax rates has an
impact on the fixation of maximum retail prices
(MRP) of various drugs and formulations.

As per DPCO 2013, MRP of drugs and for-
mulations are inclusive of taxes. Therefore, any
downward change in tax or GST rates should be

reflected in the MRP and benefit of the reduc-
tion should be passed on to the consumers, it
noted. 

“In view of the above, all the manufactur-
ers and marketing companies are required to
revise the MRPs of drugs/formulations on
which tax/GST rates have been reduced taking
into effect the revised GST rates,” NPPA said.

Recalling or re-labelling or re-stickering on
the label of the container or pack of the already
released stocks in the market is not mandato-
ry if manufacturers are able to ensure price com-
pliance at the retailer level through issuance of
a revised price list, it noted.
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Key benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty retreated

from record-high levels on
Wednesday following intense
selling in Reliance and HDFC
twins as investors turned cau-
tious ahead of the outcome of
the US Federal Reserve’s poli-
cy meeting.

The 30-share BSE index
ended 271.07 points or 0.51 per
cent lower at 52,501.98. It had
closed at an all-time high of
52,773.05 on Tuesday. 

The broader NSE Nifty
retreated from a record and
declined 101.70 points or 0.64
per cent to 15,767.55.

PowerGrid was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack,
shedding around 2 per cent,
followed by IndusInd Bank,
Reliance, L&T, UltraTech
Cement and Bajaj Finance.

On the other hand, Nestle,
NTPC, ONGC, Bajaj Finserv
Hindustan Unilever and
Infosys were among the gain-
ers.

“Indian indices slipped
ahead of the Fed policy
announcement as global mar-
kets turned cautious.
Weakening MoM sales data
and rising prices in the US are
adding concerns to ongoing
inflationary trend. But, Fed
maintaining an accommoda-

tive policy and a calm com-
ment on short-term inflation-
ary pressure can drive the mar-
kets ahead,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said.

Chice Broking in a note
said that the domestic market
took cues from the weak glob-
al market ahead of the US Fed’s
decision.
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As India emerges from a
devastating  second wave

of Covid-19 infections, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi  on
Wednesday said the focus must
be on repairing and preparing
the  health infrastructure as
well as the economy for future
challenges.

To prepare a base for a sus-
tained higher growth rate, the
Government continues to
unleash reforms and has also
extended free  food distribution
schemes to aid the poor hit
hard by the pandemic.

“Over the past year, we
have witnessed a lot of disrup-
tion in different sectors. Much
of it is still there,” Modi said at
the VivaTech Summit. “Yet, dis-
ruption does not have to mean
despair. Instead, we must keep
the focus on the twin founda-
tion of repair and prepare.”

This time last year the
world was still seeking a vac-
cine and today two vaccines are
being made in India, and more
are in the  development or trial
stages, he said.

“We have to continue
repairing health infrastructure
and our economies,” he said.
“And when I say prepare, I

mean insulating our planet
against the next pandemic,
ensuring we focus  on a sus-
tainable lifestyle that stops eco-
logical degradation, strength-
ening  cooperation in further-
ing research as well as innova-
tion.”

Indian economy suffered
its worst contraction in four
decades as coronavirus-
induced lockdowns stalled
businesses and economic activ-
ity.

While attempts were made
to control the spread of infec-
tions and healthcare infra-
structure built to treat the ill,
the government  implemented
huge reforms across sectors -
from mining to space, from
banking to atomic energy.

“This goes on to show that
India as a nation is adaptable
and agile,” he said.

After the brutal second
wave in April and May, the
Covid case has fallen more than
80 per cent since its peak 5
weeks ago. 

This as also the pick up in
the pace of vaccination had
aided state governments to
relax restrictions at a relative-
ly faster pace than in 2020.

“I believe where conven-
tion fails, innovation can help.
This has been seen during the
Covid-19 global pandemic,
which is the biggest disruption
of our age. All nations have suf-
fered losses and faced anxiety
about the future,” Modi said.
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The Centre on Wednesday
said the government is

planning to simplify the green
clearances required for the
quick operationalisation of
mining projects, including
coal.

It assumes significance
as mining projects in various
states face delays in production
due to lack of approvals such
as forest and environment
clearance.

“(With regard to) EC
(environment clearance) and
FC (forest clearance), we are
actually trying to do some-
thing with the Ministry of
Environment and Forest
(MoEF). I think some simpli-
fication is going to be done.

“The secretary
MoEF...Told us in a meeting
that EC, FC norms are of
course friendlier so that we
will able to have operation in
a quicker way,” Coal
Additional Secretary M
Nagaraju said.

He was speaking during
the Virtual Chhattisgarh
Mining Summit organised by
the PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

The additional secretary
also stressed that the state

government should ensure
that the mines that are allot-
ted are operationalised at the
earliest by hand-holding the
allottees and holding regular
meetings, among others.

“Expect these two clear-
ances (EC and FC), rest of
clearances come from the state
government. In fact, for EC
and FC, a lot depends on the
efficiency of the state govern-
ment’s forest department.
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India’s exports rose by 46.43
per cent to USD 14.06 billion

during June 1-14 on account of

healthy growth in shipments in
sectors such as engineering,
gems and jewellery and petro-
leum products, according to
preliminary data of the com-

merce ministry.
Imports too rose by 98.33

per cent to USD 19.59 billion
during the period, the data
showed.

Exports of sectors such as
engineering, gems and jew-
ellery and petroleum products
are recording healthy growth
rates.

The exports grew by 52.39
per cent to USD 7.71 billion
during the first week of this
month and by about 40 per
cent to USD 6.35 billion dur-
ing the second week of this
month, according to the data.

Exports during Apr-May
this fiscal year jumped to USD
62.89 billion, as against USD
29.41 billion in the same peri-
od last year.
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India’s fuel demand rebound-
ed in the first half of June as

easing of coronavirus lock-
downs helped sales but the con-
sumption was still lower com-
pared to last year. While petrol
sales rose by 13 per cent dur-
ing June 1-15 over the same
period of last month, diesel
consumption was up 12 per
cent, according to data com-
piled by state fuel retailers.This
is the first monthly increase
since March.  Fuel demand had
recovered to near-normal lev-
els in March before the onset of
the second wave of Covid-19
infections led to the reimposi-
tion of lockdowns in different
states, stalling mobility and
muting economic activity.
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Adani Total Gas went up by
921 per cent while Adani

Enterprises went up by 890 per
cent in the last one year com-
pared to 60.7 per cent return
for the NSE Nifty index, as per
Trendlyne data.

Adani Group stocks have
been scorchers in the stock
market in the last year before
they started unravelling in the
last three days and have been
going down ever since.

Adani Group investors
have seen wealth erosion of �
1.10 lakh crore in the last three
trading sessions.

Adani Enterprises was
down 5.82 per cent at �1449.30.

Adani Enterprises Ltd has
gained 213.40 per cent in the
last six months. It has a market
cap of �1.59 lakh crore.

Adani Total Gas is up 917.9
per cent in the last one year and
has a market cap of �1.53 lakh
crore. It was down on
Wednesday by 5.02 per cent at
�1,394.

Adani Total Gas has gained
86.09 per cent in the last three
months, as per Trendlyne data.

While Adani Enterprises
and Adani Ports have been the
flagship companies, it is Adani
Green Energy which is the
star in the portfolio of the

group with the highest market
capitalisation.

Adani Green’s market cap
is at �1.83 lakh crore, even
though it is a relatively new
company. Adani Green has
given a one year return of
238.4 per cent. Along with
other stocks, Adani Green was
down by 3.38 per cent at �
1,171.25 on Wednesday.

Adani Ports has given a
one year return of 108 per cent
compared to 61.1 per cent for
the Nifty. Its market cap is at
�1.44 lakh crore. It was down
7.22 per cent at �706.85 on
Wednesday.

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd has lost
19.14 per cent in the last one
week.
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Extending its losses for
seventh straight session,

the rupee slipped by 1 paisa
to end at 73.32 against the US
dollar following risk-off sen-
timent among investors
ahead of the outcome of the
US Federal Reserve meeting.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 73.29 per dollar as
against its previous close of
73.31. 

It hovered in the range of
73.26 to 73.38 during the day.
The domestic currency has
lost 52 paise in the seven
trading sessions to
Wednesday.
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The Government on
Wednesday said edible oil

prices have started falling in the
past one month, and the quan-
tum of decline is nearly 20 per
cent in some cases.  Stating that
India imports a significant
quantity of edible oils to meet
domestic demand, the Centre
said it is working on a “series
of mid- and long-term mea-
sures” to make the country self-
sufficient.

“Edible oil prices in India
are showing a declining trend
across a wide array of oils.

As per data from the
Department of Consumer
Affairs, over the past month,
the prices of edible oils are now
coming down,” an official state-
ment said.

In some cases, the decline
is as much as nearly 20 per cent,
as shown in prices in Mumbai,
it added.

Citing examples, the gov-
ernment said the price of palm
oil was �142 per kg on May 7
and now, it has come down to
�115 per kg, a drop of 19 per
cent. Similarly, the price of sun-
flower oil has dropped 16 per
cent to 157 per kg, from �188
per kg on May 5. 
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a �

700 per bag hike in subsidy for
DAP fertilizer to protect farm-
ers from its surging prices due
to the increasing cost of raw
materials globally. This will
cost an additional of �14,775
crore to the exchequer. The
hike is part of the government’s
effort to ensure that farmers get
the key soil nutrient at old rates
of �1200 per bag. 

With rise in global prices,
the actual price of DAP reached
�2,400 per bag.  DAP is the
second most popular fertiliser
among Indian farmers behind
urea — in 2020-21, 119.13
lakh tons of DAP were pur-
chased, compared to 350 lakh
tons for the top-selling urea.
Beside DAP, the government is
providing � 900 per bag sub-
sidy on urea.

The decision was taken at
a high-level meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.  Briefing the media,
Minister of State for Chemicals
and Fertilisers Mansukh
Mandaviya on Wednesday said
the Cabinet has approved
increasing the subsidy amount
for DAP fertiliser for the ben-
efits of farmers. 
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The COVID-19 outbreak elicited a
wide spectrum of merchants’
sentiments and behaviours. The

retailers are focussing on innovation to
operate to the best of their capacities in
the new normal. If the modifications,
that merchants are compelled to make
as a result of the pandemic, are good
enough, they will become the new
benchmark for customer experience.
When you introduce customers to a
new level of convenience, reduced
pricing, or better fit, their future expec-
tations will be established accordingly.
As sad as a pandemic of this magnitude
is, merchants simply cannot afford to
waste time.

During the first several months,
dealing with the new social distance
standards was difficult, and only a few
shops could open, largely selling food,
medical supplies, and necessities. With
many establishments closing, the retail
sector business faced a very low con-
sumer base and was at times nil.
However, as time passed, each sector
learned new strategies to deal with the
new difficulty.

Consumer behaviour was forced to
alter during the lockdown. With phys-
ical stores closing, everyone, even sec-
tors and client groups that had previ-
ously avoided doing so, had to turn to
the digital realm for their retail require-
ments. Now that this behavioural
change has been adopted, it is doubt-
ful that things will revert to their pre-
vious state.

This indicates that the offline-
online link is more crucial than ever
before. Brands that are unable to bal-
ance the two might struggle. Physical
retail remains a very powerful tool for
customer engagement and the digital
environment will never be able to
compete with its value and experience,
hence, being omnichannel is the way
forward to exist in composure.

E-commerce will continue to eat
market share because it already has the
tools in place to provide what customers
want — price, selection, free and rapid
delivery, to mention a few. Many brick-
and-mortar stores were failing even
before the outbreak. The reasons for this
are numerous and complicated, but it
is reasonable to assume that the rise and
popularity of e-commerce are to blame
for a large portion of it.

Another trend that will undoubted-
ly become popular in the future is con-
tactless shopping, which helps avoid

crowded stores while preferring low
exposure; a retail experience in which
no items are touched, displays are not

restocked, and large crowds are not
required. Products are displayed in dis-
plays, and purchases are either made

there and then and produced from the
rear, or they are delivered directly to
your home the following day. While this
is a format that has emerged as a result
of the short-term restrictions of work-
ing in a Covid environment, it is quite
likely that customers will come to
accept it and then prefer it.

Technology will drive a revolution
in the forthcoming months and years
and thus, retailers should invest in dig-
itally advanced infrastructure and facil-
ities. Digital transformation will pave the
way for touch-free shopping experi-
ences, merchandising, transactions, and
eliminate physical interactions, there-
fore, investment in retail technology will
be seen. The use of VR and AR for mar-
keting changed the playing field dramat-
ically. Leading companies are adopting
augmented reality (AR) or virtual real-
ity (VR) into their digital marketing
strategy to attract customers, advertise
their goods, improve sales, retain con-
sumers, and give consumers new expe-
riences. Their application is expanding
in a variety of fields, including health-
care, medicine, astronomy, education,
defence, and consumer products.

AR and VR also allow for in-store
experiences to be had from the comfort
of one’s own home, eliminating the need
to travel to the store. AR is rapidly being
used by e-commerce platforms to allow
buyers to experience the goods as if they
were there in a real-life situation. The
use of augmented reality and virtual
reality in retail establishments, e-com-
merce, and advertising is the next big
thing poised to disrupt marketing par-
adigms. AR is more successful since it
has reduced costs and assists customers
in making purchasing decisions while
they are engaged with the information.

‘Shopping by appointment’ is anoth-
er shopping trend now gaining more
popularity. This is already happening
with a lot of designer labels and fashion
firms, and it’s a trend that may continue
to spread when Covid fades into obscu-
rity. In a nutshell, ‘appointment only’
refers to booking an appointment and
receiving a time window in the store for
yourself only or with a restricted num-
ber of other clients. While the short-term
goal is to maintain social distance stan-
dards and make the client feel safe, the
long-term goal is to deliver a variety of
substantial benefits leading to a lasting
experience. Customers with an appoint-
ment are more likely to make purchas-
es, allowing retailers to spend more of
their time and effort on other aspects of
their business.

With huge retailers suffering and are
in the midst of a recession, landlords will
need to rethink their options and tactics
if they want to keep filling their facilities
with brands that attract customers and
confirm growth.

(The writer is the Vice Chairman of
KGK Group.)

Two years ago in June, Dia Mirza-
starrer and Sonal Nair-directorial

Kaafir made their debut as a web tele-
vision series and instantly connected
with the audience across the world.
Written by Bhavani Iyer, the series told
the wrenching story of Kainaaz Akhtar,
a woman who mistakenly
crosses the LOC, is pre-
sumed to be a militant,
and is held, prisoner.

The series was a
grim and poignant
retelling of a similar
incident and
reminded the audi-
ence of the human
cost paid by inno-
cent citizens
when nations
mistrust each
other.

Dia says,
“It is difficult
to not
e m p a t h i s e
with a woman
who goes
through so
much suffering
for no fault of
hers. A woman
who is also a
mother and no
longer knows if
she will ever
experience a
sense of home. It
is a human story
that will always
be relevant for
its message of
love and peace but
is particularly pertinent
now because we are
being reminded every
day by the pandemic of
our shared humanity. We are being

reminded that hate and violence
are ultimately futile emotions.
What remains after we are gone is
just this question, ‘Did we love
this world and those inhabiting
it enough?’”

Dia says, the fundamental
humanism informing the story
instantly drew her to the char-
acter of Kainaz and she says,

“Deep-rooted prejudices make us for-
get that we are human first and Kaafir
continues to remind us of this fact. Hate
is a corrosive emotion and robs us of
our ability to empathise with each other
and vitiates life so much that we for-
get to love, to be kind, to build a world
where there is more light than darkness.
Yes, geopolitical tensions are real but
so is the hope that one day we can

resolve them.”
Kaafir was also Dia’s digital debut

and she says, “The performance had to
be subtle and yet expressive of the tur-
moil within the character and I felt
truly humbled when so many fans and
critics sent me appreciative messages
after watching the series.”

She also won a Critic’s Choice nod
for Best Actor (OTT) at Gold Awards.

According to a National Centre for
Complementary and Integrative

Health survey, one in 12 children
practice yoga. Over the years,
yoga has become increasingly
popular among Indian chil-
dren. It helps in improving
balance, strength,
endurance, and aerobic
capacity. It can also help to
boost memory, self-esteem,
academic performance,
and classroom behaviour,
thereby reducing anxiety and
stress in children.

As we approach
International Yoga Day, Tata
Sky Fitness is introducing Yoga
Ki Paathshala by Shrradha
Setalvad. The series will focus on
‘3Fs’ — fitness for the body,
focus on the mind, and fun for
the soul. Setalvad explains ‘3Fs’ in
detail:

FITNESS FOR BODY
Asanas like Shavasana,

Navasana, Tolasana,
Suryanamaskar, Chakrasana helps
in strengthening the overall well-
being of kids. It aims to develop both
physical health as well as cognitive
skills in children. It opens the ener-
gy channels throughout the body,
increasing flexibility of the spine,
strengthening bones, and stimulating
the circulatory and immune systems.
Along with proper breathing, these

poses or asanas also calm the mind and reduce
stress.

FOCUS ON MIND
Asanas like Pranayama, Padmasana,

Sukhasana, and others, help a child to be aware
of themselves and help them control their emo-

tions. These act as a tool for calming and ener-
gising the child to develop a state-of-relaxed

mind, which is crucial for learning. It also
develops social-emotional awareness,
body awareness and coordination,
and interpersonal skills.

FUN FOR SOUL
Children can adapt to all kinds of exercise and

practicing yoga asana at an early age can lead
them to have a healthy head start in life. In this
fast-paced world, it helps to rejuvenate kids inside-
out. The meditative pose helps to relax both our
mind and body. It promotes spiritual awakening
and awareness of higher consciousness. It is a per-
fect choice if you want a holistic approach to mind
and body strength.
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Actor Ayushmann Khurrana’s equity has been soar-
ing since the past few years as he delivered eight

back-to-back hits in theatres. His booming credibil-
ity with inclusive, conversation-starting social enter-
tainers in India has made him one of the most sought-
after brand endorsers in the country.

Now, Ayushmann has been roped in to be the face
of a mobile phone brand. As we all know, mobile
phones and banking are two sectors that thrive on the
credibility of the artist to become the face. Recently,
mobile phone brands have signed on the superstars
like Robert Downey Jr and Virat Kohli. So, Ayushmann
being roped in for a mobile phone brand surely means
his credibility with the masses is only on the rise.

When asked if Ayushmann could decode what
makes him so brand-friendly, he candidly says,
“Whatever my equity is today, is mainly due to the suc-

cess of my social entertainers
which have made me connect
to the people of India. These
films have told people who
I’m, how I think, and what my

intent is as an entertainer.”
He adds, “I’d like to believe
brands have noticed this

and connected with the
idea that I try to tell real
stories of real people. I
feel thrilled that I’m
part of a brand’s vision
and journey to reach
out to the audience
with a narrative that
resonates with my
journey in cinema.
I’m grateful that my

films have worked
wonderfully at the box

office and also got the
love and appreciation
from people.”

Ayushmann says he
has been fortunate to get
the right films that have

become huge hits. Success
always translates to equity,

he feels.
“I have always believed in

letting my work do the talking. I
have been fortunate enough to
pick projects that have contributed
to the new discourse of how cin-
ema in India can be unique,
clutter-breaking, conversation-
starting entertainers that don’t
need to follow the same, stereo-
typed norms of how stories have

been told,” says Ayushmann.
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Jai Ram Thakur, Chief Minister of
Himachal Pradesh (HP), flagged off

truck-mounted sewer jetting and litter
picking machines, provided to the
Municipal Corporation of Shimla by
Power Grid Corporation of India
Limited (POWERGRID), as part of its
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiative. 

Suresh Bhardwaj, Urban
Development Minister of HP, V K
Singh, Director (Personnel) of POWER-
GRID, Kailash Rathore, Executive
Director, Northern Region-II of POW-
ERGRID and other senior officials were
also present on this occasion. 

POWERGRID had sanctioned
funds amounting to �1.98 crores for pro-
viding four special purpose vehicles
(SPVs) to the state of HP. One truck-
mounted sweeping machine with vacu-
um cleaner and one truck-mounted
compactor had been handed over to the
Municipal Corporation of Shimla in
December 2020. The remaining two
machines were flagged off on the day
before yesterday.

This initiative of POWERGRID
shall help the municipal corporation in
creating smart city infrastructure. These

machines shall help in maintaining the
cleanliness and hygiene of the city.
Furthermore, with the introduction of
these technologically advanced
machines, the process of cleaning, espe-
cially in difficult terrains of the hilly
region, will be done easily and rapidly.

Earlier, one SPV mounted vacuum-
assisted road sweeper, two sewer clean-
ing jetting vehicle machines costing
�1.31 crore had been handed over to the
Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM) of
Manali, district Kullu. Apart from this,
3,250 solar LED street lights and 13,000
twin-bin dustbins having financial impli-
cation of �11.49 crore, have been supplied
and installed in various parts of HP.

Besides, POWERGRID has also
undertaken efforts for skill development
for local youth in district Lahaul and
Spiti, through infrastructure additions &
capacity building in the field of moun-
taineering & allied activities with the
financial implication of �32 lakhs. As part
of CSR efforts in the state, 4 Medical
Mobile units costing �1.06 crores to
Bilaspur District Authorities, two ambu-
lances in IGMC Shimla and District
Hospital, Chamba have been provided in
the state of Himachal Pradesh. 

The National Cadet Corps,
a premier uniformed

youth organisation of our
country, has contributed sig-
nificantly to nation-building
since its inception. It has
transformed the lives of mil-
lions of youth by shaping
their character and showing
them the path of ‘Unity and
Discipline’, the motto of NCC.

The NCC has made
notable and praiseworthy
contributions in spreading
awareness among the masses
on important issues like water
conservation, environment
protection, Swachhta Abhiyan
and enforcing COVID-19
protocols. It is time that NCC
now be considered as a gen-
eral elective subject/credit
course in all universities and
colleges which are affiliated
with NCC in an extracurric-
ular capacity.

Secretary of the
Department of Higher
Education from the Ministry
of Education, Amit Khare
held a meeting with Lt Gen
Tarun Aich, Director-General
of NCC and Maj Gen M
Indrabalan, ADG of NCC, on
facilitating the implementa-
tion of NCC general elective
credit course across universi-
ties and technical colleges in
India. He welcomed the circu-
lars issued by UGC and
AICTE that recognises NCC
as a credit course designed by
Directorate General National
Cadet Corps (DGNCC),
which he hailed as a landmark
step.

In phase one, adoption of
the course in colleges already
having NCC units will be
made possible. Subsequent
expansion to other colleges
would depend on the creation
of necessary capacity with
DGNCC or by the colleges
themselves. DGNCC revealed
that under Fully Self-Financed
Scheme, one lakh vacancies
have been released for private
colleges over and above the 15
lakh sanctioned strength of
NCC. 

Interestingly as a JS in
2013, Khare had initiated a
similar process. But at that
time it was considered as an
elective subject since choice
based semester system was
not in place. He mentioned
that the National Education
Policy, 2020 has already recog-
nised the importance of holis-
tic education, social service,
community development et al
as credit courses under the

Choice Based Credit System
and NCC training already
falls in this ambit. 

Out of the 979 universities
in India, only 54 are central
universities, 425 are state uni-
versities and 125 are deemed
universities. To achieve imple-
mentation of NCC elective in
state universities, the DoE
would approach the state gov-
ernments to facilitate the
process. The DoE would also
consider the suitability of
introducing the NCC credit
course in IITs and NITs. 

Khare also conveyed that
the benefits of the NCC cred-
it course to students need to
be adequately publicised to
generate awareness and inter-
est among universities and
students. He appreciated the
efforts being made by DG of
NCC and the state direc-
torates engaging with uni-
versities and colleges in assist-
ing the implementation.

Sudhanshu Pandey, Secretary of
Food and Public Distribution for

the Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Government of India launched
NAFED Fortified Rice Bran Oil on
June 15. This Rice bran oil will be
marketed by NAFED (National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Ltd), India’s
apex Agri-marketing Organisation
which has been serving the coun-
try since 1958.

On the occasion, Sudhanshu
stated that this initiative by NAFED
will reduce the country’s consump-
tion dependence on imported edi-
ble oil in the future. He also said
that this will provide opportunities
for Indian edible oil manufacturers
while giving an impetus to the
Aatmnirbhar Bharat initiative.

Guest of Honour, Arun Singhal,
Chief Executive Officer of Food
Safety and Standards Authority of

India (FSSAI) highlighted the ben-
efits of rice bran oil stating it is one
of the healthiest cooking oils and
has numerous benefits like being
rich in antioxidants and having
anti-cancerous, anti-ageing proper-
ties.

Atish Chandra, Chairman &
Managing Director of Food
Corporation of India (FCI) also
graced the e-launch and outlined the
various health and lifestyle benefits
of rice bran oil and the importance
of standardisation of this product in
the industry. Recently an MoU has
been signed between NAFED and
FCI for the production and market-
ing of fortified rice kernel.

Regarding this initiative,
Sanjeev Kumar Chaddha,
Managing Director of NAFED,
said, “We aim to support con-
sumers by providing immunity
boosting products in the backdrop
of the pandemic by introducing
products aimed at promoting
healthy food habits.” He also men-
tioned that this initiative will pro-
vide easy access to NAFED brand-
ed high-quality rice bran oil, which
will boost the indigenous oil man-
ufacturing industry.

Pankaj Kumar Prasad, NAFED’s
Additional Managing Director, con-
cluded the event by highlighting
that such initiatives will broaden the

organisation’s consumer marketing
segment by offering daily essential
healthy products at affordable price.

Rice bran oil from NAFED
will be fortified and will contain
additional nutrients and vitamins.
According to the FSSAI, fortified oil
can help a person fulfil 25-30 per
cent of the recommended dietary
intake for vitamins A and D.
NAFED Fortified Rice Bran Oil will
be available at all NAFED Stores
and also on various online plat-
forms and is recommended by the
American Heart Association and
the World Health Organization
(WHO) as one of the best substi-
tutes for other edible oils..

Sankalp Se Siddhi — Mission
Van Dhan, was launched by
Arjun Munda, Minister for

Tribal Affairs on June 15. The
event also witnessed the inaugura-
tion and launch of several other
programmes, including the new
premises of the Tribal Cooperative
Marketing Development Federation
of India (TRIFED) headquarters.
Keeping in line with the Prime
Minister’s clarion call ‘Vocal for
Local’ and to build an Atmanirbhar
Bharat, TRIFED has been coming
up with several initiatives,  aimed
at sustainable livelihoods for our
tribal population. 

Munda formally inaugurated
the new office by cutting the ribbon
in the presence of Renuka Singh,
Minister of State for the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, Bhaskar Khulbe,
Advisor to the PM, Ramesh Chand
Meena, Chairman of TRIFED, and
Pravir Krishna, Managing Director
of TRIFED.

Speaking on the occasion,
Munda remarked, “I am delighted
to inaugurate the new premises of

TRIFED and unveil some notewor-
thy initiatives that TRIFED has
been working towards, such as
Sankalp se Siddhi — Mission Van
Dhan. Implementation of this cru-
cial mission will result in the trans-
formation of the tribal ecosystem in
our country. Today, is a momentous
day for tribal people, as today sees
the culmination of the valuable
effort put in by the TRIFED team
over the past years. It is commend-
able that the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs and the TRIFED team has
achieved this, despite the difficult
circumstances of the past two
years.”

Renuka said, “It is noteworthy
that the new initiatives being
unveiled today take care of all
aspects of tribal empowerment, be
it spreading awareness about the
richness of tribal lifestyle and nat-
ural produce with the immunity
boosting product hampers and the
attractively designed H&IG prod-
ucts which are not only sustainable;
or preserving the culture through
the vivid colourful Coffee Table

book.”
The new TRIFED Office

premises at NSIC Complex, Okhla
Industrial Area, Phase-III, New
Delhi is around 30,000 sq ft in area
and has state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture and is equipped with two
conference rooms for video confer-
encing and other latest amenities.
It houses office space for the
Minister for Tribal Affairs,
Managing Director, senior offi-
cials and all staff. 

The most notable initiative
unveiled was Sankalp Se Siddhi —
Mission Van Dhan. TRIFED has
been implementing several note-
worthy programmes for the
empowerment of the tribals. Over
the past two years, The ‘Mechanism
for Marketing of Minor Forest
Produce (MFP) through Minimum
Support Price (MSP) and
Development of Value Chain for
MFP’ has impacted the tribal
ecosystem in a major way. It has
injected �3,000 crores into the
tribal economy, even during such
difficult times, aided by government

push. The Van Dhan tribal start-
ups, a component of the same
scheme, have emerged as a source
of employment generation for trib-
al gatherers and forest dwellers and
the home-bound tribal artisans.  In
less than two years, 37,362 Van
Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKs),
subsumed into 2240 Van Dhan
Vikas Kendra Clusters (VDVKCs)
of 300 forest dwellers each, have
been sanctioned by TRIFED out of
which 1200 VDVK Clusters are
operational. A total number of 134
Tribes India Outlets have been
opened for retail marketing to
date, and have made a total sale of
�53.66 crores. Besides, two TRI-
FOOD Projects at Jagdalpur and
Raigarh (Maharashtra) are being
shortly commissioned for under-
taking value-addition of various
forest products being procured by
beneficiaries of Van Dhan Kendras.
As a result of the above, an estimat-
ed amount of �3800 crores has so
far been injected in the tribal econ-
omy while impacting the lives of 50
lakh members of the tribal popu-

lation. TRIFED now plans to
expand its operations through the
convergence of various schemes of
different ministries and depart-
ments to launch various tribal
development programmes  under
the Sankalp Se Siddhi —  Mission
Van Dhan banner for expediting its
implementation in a Mission mode.
Through this mission, the establish-
ment of 50,000 Van Dhan Vikas
Kendras, 3000 Haat Bazaars, 600
godowns, 200 Mini TRIFOOD
units, 100 common facility centres,
100 TRIFOOD parks, 100 SFURTI
clusters, 200 Tribes India retail
stores, e-commerce platforms for
TRIFOOD and Tribes India brands
is being targeted. 

Munda also inaugurated seven
more Tribes India outlets, two in
Jagdalpur, three in Ranchi, one in
Jamshedpur and another at Sarnath.
Showcasing tribal products from all
over the country, the outlets will have
specific GI and Van Dhan corners
and will display the large variety of
GI tagged and natural products
from different parts of the country.

The Sarnath outlet is the first suc-
cessful collaboration with the
Ministry of Culture at an ASI her-
itage site. With these outlets, the total
number of Tribes India outlets have
gone up to 141. 

A Tribes India Coffee Table
Book, which showcases the rich cul-
tural tribal heritage and highlights
the journey of various tribal artisans
practising different arts and crafts
and how TRIFED has impacted their
livelihoods, was also unveiled today.
With the mission to make Tribes
India the ultimate gifting destina-
tion, TRIFED has compiled a ham-
per of unique handicrafts, GI prod-
ucts and immunity boosters from
different parts of the country. These
hampers, unveiled today, will make
for unique gifts both here and
abroad. TRIFED has also been pro-
viding skill upgradation and design
development workshops for the
development of tribal artisans
through handicraft and income
generation training programmes.
During the pandemic, efforts were
made for the skill development of

tribal artisans and 17 training pro-
grammes were approved for bene-
fitting 340 tribal artisans and devel-
oping 170 new designed products.
Twenty five newly designed products
from the recently completed Design
workshop training programmes for
the Boksa tribal artisans at Rishikesh
and Meena tribal artisans at Jaipur,
were also launched. 

Speaking on the occasion, Pravir
said, “TRIFED is working consis-
tently on its mission towards mak-
ing the tribals atmanirbhar and
self-reliant. These are just a glimpse
of the activities it has undertaken in
this regard. The team is striving in
this direction and will continue to
do so.”

With the emphasis on  being
‘Vocal for local’ and building a self-
reliant India, TRIFED, as the nodal
agency working towards tribal
empowerment,  continues to
launch and start new initiatives
that helps in improving the income
and livelihood of the tribal people,
while preserving their way of life
and traditions.

Apromotion-cum-pipping ceremony
of other ranks was organized at CISF

Headquarters, New Delhi and simulta-
neously at all the zonal headquarters
across India.

In a path-breaking initiative for the
welfare of the personnel, 2100 consta-
bles/GD have been promoted to the rank
of Head Constable/GD. Sudhir Kumar
Saxena, DG of CISF put ranks to promot-
ed CISF personnel during the promo-
tion-cum-pipping ceremony held at
CISF HQ. Arvind Deep, ADG (North),
P S Phalnikar, ADG (APS), Prateek
Mohanty, IG (Pers) and other senior offi-
cers of CISF were present during the cer-
emony. The ceremony witnessed
immense pride and enthusiasm amongst
the promoted personnel. To implement
this transformational agenda, the officers
and staff of CISF HQ pursued hard and
maintained liaison & coordination with
MHA, for promoting the force person-
nel.

Because of the COVID menace and
guidelines of social distancing, only a

few constables were invited from Delhi-
NCR Units and IGI Airport for putting
their rank on promotion during the pip-
ping ceremony. Similarly, pipping cer-
emonies were also organised in all the
zonal headquarters of CISF for promot-
ing the CISF personnel to the next high-
er rank. 

Saxena congratulated all the pro-
moted head constables. He said that reg-
ular promotions to the personnel go a
long way in enhancing our capabilities
and also motivates other personnel to
improve in their tasks and aspire for a
similar promotions. It thus improves the
overall employee morale and job satis-
faction  thereby promoting the devel-
opment of the organisation as person-
nel feel connected with their organisa-
tion and willingly give their best for its
effective functioning and growth. He
also added that in the present scenario
of negativity, these promotions will not
only boost the morale of the personnel
but also help to create a positive func-
tional atmosphere at workplaces. 

RITES Ltd (NSE: RITES, BSE:
541556), the leading

Transport Infrastructure
Consultancy and Engineering
firm, announced its standalone
and consolidated financial results
for the Quarter and Year ended on
March 31, 2021.

Commenting on the results,
Rajeev Mehrotra, Chairman and
Managing Director, RITES
Limited, said, “Given the testing
scenario, our focus remained on
project delivery & execution
which helped us to register
Quarter to Quarter operational
revenue growth in every quarter
of FY21. Our Q4FY21 results sur-
passed the Q4FY20, but were not
enough to make up for the short-
falls in first three quarters.” 

Revenue and profit growth
Q4FY21 total revenue is up

by 6.1 per cent to `632 crore as
against �596 crore in Q4FY20 and
has shown a QoQ growth of 36.2
per cent. Revenue improved due
to growth in consultancy, exports

and turnkey. Similarly, operating
revenue, excluding other income,
is up by 12 per cent to �619 crore
in Q4FY21. EBITDA, excluding
other income, and PAT has shown
a growth of 17.3 per cent and 2.4
per cent respectively and sus-
tained margins at 27.8 per cent
and 21.3 per cent respectively.
During the quarter, exports start-
ed for cape gauge locomotives to
Mozambique and coaches to Sri
Lanka and as a result, exports
have shown a YoY growth of 54.5
per cent. However, revenue from
some consignments which were
ready for shipment is spilling over
to Q1FY22. Consultancy and
leasing remained almost flat and
seen revenue reaching towards the
pre-COVID levels. 

FY21 (consolidated)
FY21 total consolidated rev-

enue stands at �2005 crore against
�2735 crore in FY20. Similarly,
the operating revenue, excluding
other income, stand at �1860
crore against �2474 crore in

FY20. The decrease is attributable
to a decrease in exports by �448
crore, disruptions in the supply
chain and restrictions imposed
due to pandemic and one-time
settlement income of �91 crore
during FY20. Excluding exports,
the fall in operating revenue is 8.7
per cent. EBITDA (excluding
other income) and PAT stands at
�505 crore and �444 crore,
respectively, against �668 crore
and �633 crore respectively in
FY20. EBITDA and PAT margins
are sustained at 27.2 per cent and
22.2 per cent respectively due to
timely cost reduction measures. 

FY21 (standalone)
Similarly, standalone revenue

also got impacted due to disrup-
tions in the supply chain and
restrictions imposed due to pan-
demic and total standalone rev-
enue now stands at �1947 crore
against �2665 crore in FY20.
EBITDA (excluding other income)
and PAT stands at �460 crore and
�424 crore, against �602 crore and

�596 crore respectively in FY20. In
consultancy and turnkey, the mar-
gins were maintained at 44.2 per
cent and 3.8 per cent however
exports and leasing margins mod-
erated to 19 per cent and 35.6 per
cent respectively, due to fewer
exports and reduced locomotive
requirement in H1FY21. 

Dividend
After declaring two interim

dividends of �120 crore (�5 per
share) and �96 crore (�4 per
share) for FY21, the Board of
Directors has recommended a
final dividend of �96 crore (�4 per
share) for FY21 which is 40 per
cent of paid-up capital. This div-
idend will take the dividend pay-
out of the company to 73.6 per
cent for FY21 based on the PAT
of FY21.

Performance of our subsidiary
and JV

Revenue from our subsidiary
REMC Ltd stands at �69 crore
against �81 crore in the previous

financial year. Profit after tax
stands at �24 crore against �35
crore in FY20. Consultancy rev-
enue from this subsidiary got
impacted due to less traction
power requirement by railways
during FY21, however, power
generation revenues are up by
46.9 per cent to �16 crore in
FY21.In FY21, our wagon man-
ufacturing joint venture, SRBW-
PL, revenue and profit stands at
�161 crore and �2.5 crores against
�265 crore and �15.5 crores
respectively in FY20. In our Joint
Venture IRSDC, revenue and
profit stand at �39 crore and �5
crores respectively against �50
crore and �5 crores in FY20.

Growth outlook for FY21
Commenting on the outlook,

Mehrotra said, “We can deliver
orders in hand in a timely man-
ner but post-COVID normalcy
will set the pace for execution. We
are also aligned to seize more
opportunities for growth in com-
ing years.”

State-owned non-banking financial firm
Power Finance Corporation (PFC)

records highest ever net profit of �8,444
crore for FY 21, up 49 per cent on Y-o-Y
basis. 

STANDALONE
�Highest annual PAT of �8,444 crore.
�Approximately 49 per cent jump in

Standalone Profit After Tax from FY 20. 
�Around 28 per cent increase in net

interest income from FY 20.
�Dividend of �2 declared per share.

Thus, in FY 21, PFC has given a total div-
idend of �10 per share i.e. 100 per cent.

�Aided by profit growth, company’s
net worth for FY 21 is up by 16 per cent
to �52,393 crore and has crossed the fifty
thousand mark.

�Around 25 per cent Stressed Book
Resolved in FY 21:

�Gross NPA ratio saw a sharp reduc-
tion of 238 bps from FY 20. The current
GNPA ratio is at 5.70 per cent against 8.08
per cent in FY 20.

�Lowest Net NPA levels in past four
years. Net NPA ratio saw a sharp reduc-

tion of 171 bps from FY 20. The current
Net NPA ratio is at 2.09 per cent against
3.80 per cent in FY 20.

�The Capital Adequacy Ratio of the
company has also improved sequentially
to 18.83 per cent as on March 31, 2021.
The capital adequacy is at a comfortable
level with sufficient cushion over and
above the prescribed regulatory limits.

CONSOLIDATED 
FY 21 vs FY 20
�Around 66 per cent increase in con-

solidated profit after tax from FY 20. PAT
at �15,716 crore for FY 21 vs �9,477 crore
for FY 20.

�Loan Asset book grows at 12 per
cent. For FY 21, it was at �7,45,189 crore
and for FY 20, it was at �6,67,330 crore. 

�Reduction in consolidated net NPA
ratio to 1.91 per cent in FY 21 from 3.57
per cent in FY 20 due to resolution of
stressed assets.

�Reduction in consolidated gross
NPA ratio to 5.29 per cent in FY 21 from
7.36 per cent in FY 20 due to resolution
of stressed assets.
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AMats Hummels own goal
was enough to hand
France a 1-0 victory over

Germany on Tuesday as the
world champions made a win-
ning start to their Euro 2020
campaign by controlling the
game in Munich.

Hummels turned the ball
into his own net in the 20th
minute, which ultimately decid-
ed the contest.

France also saw Kylian
Mbappe and Karim Benzema
have second-half goals ruled off-
side, while Adrien Rabiot hit the
post for Les Bleus.

“It was a clash that could
have been a semi-final or a final,
so to take three points was
important,” said France coach
Didier Deschamps.

“We played a big game
against a very good German
team, but we were up to the level
and this victory does us good.”

The result leaves France
second on goal difference in the
early Group F table behind
Portugal, after the holders’ 3-0
win over Hungary earlier in

Budapest.
The home defeat piles the

pressure on Germany ahead of
their next game against
Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal on
Saturday, also at  Allianz Arena.

“It was a brutally intense
game,” said Germany head
coach Joachim Löw. “We fought
until the end and I can’t blame
the team, we gave it everything
we had. What was missing was
a bit of penetrating power in the
final third. We didn’t do enough
there.”

He refused to blame
Hummels for the own goal,
saying: “There is no need to
reproach Mats for the own goal.
It was difficult for him to clear.”

It was a heartbreaking night
for Hummels, back to boost the
German defence after a two-year
exile from International football.

Seven years ago, it was
Hummels’ headed goal which
knocked France out of the 2014
World Cup in the quarter-finals
as Germany went on to win the
title in Brazil.
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Legendary opener Sunil Gavaskar believes
that India will go in with both Ravindra

Jadeja and Ravichandran Ashwin against
New Zealand in the World Test
Championship final as Southampton's "boil-
ing hot" weather is going to ensure that the
pitch dries up progressively and
assists spinners.

Gavaskar is part of the
match's commentary panel and is
currently in Southampton with
first-hand knowledge about the
pitch and conditions for the
match starting June 18.

"In Southampton, it's
been boiling hot over
the last few days so the
pitch will definitely be
dry and help spin as
the match progresses,
so yes both Ashwin
and Jadeja will play,"
Gavaskar told PTI in
an exclusive inter-
view.

Southampton's
maximum tempera-
ture has been over 25
degree celsius for the past
few days but there is a fore-
cast of rain from
Thursday.

For Gavaskar, it's not

just bowling but all-round abilities that give
India the kind of balance they need going into
a marquee match like this.

"That (Ashwin and Jadeja together) also
gives depth to the batting as well as give a fine
balance to the bowling attack. For the series
later (vs England) much will depend on the
weather and pitch conditions."

While New Zealand will be on a high
after their series win against England,
Gavaskar doesn't feel that the Indian team
is under-prepared either just because it did-
n't get any practice matches.

"(In) today's tours there are barely one
or two practice games before the Test

series begins and the Indian team has
had intra-squad matches so they

have had that practice.
"The team is a good blend

of youth and experience and
most of the players have been
to England several times so
they know the conditions
and what to expect," said the
former India captain.

"They are all awesome
bowlers. Prasanna is called

the wily fox because he had
this wonderful ability to trick the
batsmen into playing bad shots.
Apart from varying degrees of off-
spin, he had a deceptive floater
where he got batsmen clean
bowled or caught at slip with the
ball that went straight through.
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Indian Women picked up the
crucial wicket Tammy

Beaumont (66) in the second ses-
sion but England Women consol-
idated their position by reaching
162 for two at tea on the opening
day of the one-off Test here on
Wednesday.

After getting rid of Lauren
Winfield-Hill (35) in the first
session of the day, India Women
toiled hard for most part of the
post-lunch period before debutant
off-spinner Sneh Rana picked up
her maiden Test wicket.

She got rid of in-form of
Beaumont, who was brilliantly
caught by Shafali Verma at short
leg.

Beaumont faced 166 balls
and decorated her innings with six
fours en route to her second Test
fifty.

Skipper Heather Knight (47
not out) batted cautiously and
remained unbeaten in the compa-
ny of Natalie Sciver (11 not out)
as England made 76 runs off 28
overs in the second session.

Earlier, the hosts made a solid
86 for one in the opening session.

The Indian pace duo of vet-
eran Jhulan Goswami and Shikha

Pandey made a promising start,
doing just enough to trouble the
English batswoman on more than
one occasion.

In the seventh over, Goswami
induced an edge from Winfield-
Hill as the batter went for an
extravagant drive but Smriti
Mandhana dropped the chance in
the slip cordon despite getting
both hands on the ball.

In the next over, Winfield got
lucky again. Debutant Pooja
Vastrakar induced a thick edge
from the batter but the ball flew
between second slip and gully to
the boundary.

After a slow and cautious
start, England picked up the pace.
Winfield was the more positive of
the two batters as she lofted
Pandey over the mid-wicket to hit
the first six of the innings and in
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Austria forward Marko
Arnautovic has been given

a one-game Euro 2020 ban for
insulting a North Macedonia
player in his side’s opening
match at the tournament, UEFA
said on Wednesday.

UEFA said Arnautovic had
been punished for ‘insulting
another player’ and the 32-year-
old will miss his side’s match
against the Netherlands in
Amsterdam on Thursday as a
result.

European football’s govern-
ing body had opened an inves-
tigation into Arnautovic fol-
lowing the incident in Sunday’s
3-1 win over North Macedonia
in Bucharest.

The former West Ham
United player, who now plays for
Shanghai Port in China, netted
Austria’s third goal in the game

and then launched into an ill-
tempered celebration until his
teammate David Alaba inter-
vened to calm him down.

Media reports claimed he
insulted Leeds United’s Ezgjan
Alioski, referring to the North
Macedonia defender’s Albanian
heritage.
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Aspecial goal by Aleksei
Miranchuk allowed Russia to

kickstart their Euro 2020 campaign
with a 1-0 win over Finland in Saint
Petersburg on Wednesday, but the
game was marred by an injury to
Mario Fernandes.

Miranchuk, of Serie A side
Atalanta, produced a glorious finish
in first-half stoppage time for the
only goal of the game between the
neighbours in Group B.

It blows open the section after
Russia, one of nine participating
nations at the Euro playing match-
es at home, had lost 3-0 to Belgium
in their opening game at the week-
end.

Finland, making their debut at
a major international tournament,
had beaten Denmark 1-0 in
Copenhagen on Saturday, a game

completely overshadowed by
Christian Eriksen’s cardiac arrest.

Here it was Russia’s Fernandes,
the Brazilian-born CSKA Moscow
right-back, who provided an injury
scare.

The 30-year-old went up for a
high ball in the Finland box in the
first half and came down awkward-
ly, the back of his neck taking the full
force of the landing.

He needed to be stabilised and
was stretchered off before being
taken to hospital.

The Russian team’s Twitter feed
said he was undergoing tests for a
suspected spinal injury.

Russia went on to win the game
without Fernandes, as Miranchuk
turned on the edge of the box and
played a one-two with skipper
Artem Dzyuba before sending a glo-
rious left-foot shot into the top cor-
ner of the net.

That was enough for the 2018
World Cup quarter-finalists to win
the game but it could have been very
different.

Finland thought they had gone
in front inside three minutes when
Joel Pohjanpalo headed in a Jukka
Raitala cross.

However Pohjanpalo, who got
the winner against Denmark, was
this time denied as a VAR check con-
firmed a marginal offside against the
Bayer Leverkusen player.

Russia went on to have the bet-
ter chances and could have won by
a wider margin, with Finland goal-
keeper Lukas Hradecky producing a
superb fingertip save to deny Daler
Kuzyaev in the second half.

Russia’s final group game will be
in Denmark next Monday, while
Finland should again have a sizeable
support behind them as they stay in
Saint Petersburg to play Belgium.
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Netherlands star Memphis
Depay has hinted that he

is on the verge of sealing a
move to Barcelona as he
admitted his desire to team up
again with former national
team coach Ronald Koeman.

“Things will become clear
with the transfer. I want to
leave it at that for now,” Depay
said after being asked about
his club future at a press con-
ference ahead of the
Netherlands’ Euro 2020 game
on Thursday against Austria.

“Everyone knows that I
have been linked to Barcelona
for a long time and that I want
to play under Ronald
Koeman. “Let’s wait and see.”

Depay, 27, is a free agent
after opting not to extend his
contract with Lyon, for whom
he scored 20 goals in the past
Ligue 1 season.
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Budapest: Portuguese superstar
Cristiano Ronaldo removed Coca-Cola
bottles placed in front of him at a Euro
2020 press conference here, which
reportedly cost the global beverage giant
a staggering $4 billion.

A well-known fitness enthusiast,
Ronaldo set aside two Coca-Cola glass
bottles which lay in front of him dur-
ing a press conference ahead of
Portugal’s opening Euro match against
Hungary here on Monday.

According to media reports, the
share price of Coca-Cola, one of the
official sponsors of Euro 2020, slipped
from $56.10 to $55.22 almost immedi-
ately after Ronaldo’s gesture.

The market valuation of Coca-Cola
went from $242 billion to $238 billion,
a fall of $4 billion.

On Tuesday, France mid-fielder
Paul Pogba also removed a bottle of
Heineken beer that had been placed in
front of him at a Press conference. PTI

Coca Cola take $4 billion
hit after Ronaldo’s PC�����
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the process brought up
England's fifty in the 17th over.

An over later, Winfield hit
another maximum, this time
over backward square leg off
Vastrakar.

Vastrakar eventually had
the last laugh as she had

Winfield caught by wicket-
keeper Taniya Bhatia, giving
India the breakthrough.

As many as five players
made Test debut for India,
including Verma, Deepti
Sharma, Vastrakar, Rana and
Bhatia, while for England

Sophia Dunkley was the lone
player to earn a Test cap.

Indian women team is
playing its first Test match in
seven years. It last played the
traditional format of the game
in November 2014 against
South Africa in Mysuru. 
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Seven top Australian cricketers
who recently played in the

IPL have pulled out of the coun-
try’s white-ball tour of West
Indies and Bangladesh.

The two tours are part of
team’s preparations for the T20
World Cup later this year.

David Warner, Pat
Cummins, Glenn Maxwell, Jhye
Richardson, Kane Richardson,
Marcus Stoinis and Daniel Sams
have requested not to be consid-
ered for the tours for various rea-
sons while Steve Smith has been
rested to fully recover from an
elbow complaint which flared
during the IPL, Cricket Australia
said in a statement.

CA on Wednesday named a
18-man squad for the twin
tours. Australia play five T20Is
and three ODIs between July 9
and 24. The five-match T20 tour
of Bangladesh is yet to be con-
firmed.


