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Striking a discordant note
ahead of joining the all-

party meet convened by Prime
Minister Narendera Modi in
New Delhi on June 24, the
People’s Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) on
Tuesday announced they will
attend the meeting but there
can be no compromise on
Article 370 and 35A, which
granted special status to the
erstwhile State of Jammu &
Kashmir.

The PAGD leaders, who
assembled at the residence of
Dr Farooq Abdullah, discussed
the contours of the agenda of
the June 24 conclave.

After the meeting was over,
chairman of the PAGD alliance
Dr Farooq Abdullah told
reporters, “Mehbooba Mufti,
Mohmmad Yusuf Tarigami,
and I will attend the all-party
meeting called by the PM. We
hope to keep our agenda before
the PM and Home Minister”.

Dr Abdullah said, “Our
stand is clear and all of you
know what our stand is. There
is no need to repeat the same.

Since New Delhi has invited the
leaders individually, we have
decided that all those invited
will attend the meeting and put
forth their points on J&K.” 

The chief spokesperson of
the PAGD and CPI(M) leader
Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami
said they will not ask for moon
during the meeting with the
PM. “We will seek something
that is ours and will remain

ours,” he said.
Tarigami said they will go

to Delhi and represent the
people of Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh. 

“We will put forth the aspi-
rations of people of Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh in the
meeting. Whatever is possible
within the Indian constitution
is what we are going to seek.
We will not put our signature

on their agenda, we will agree
to the agenda which is in the
interest of the people of Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh,” said
Tarigami.

PDP chief Mehbooba said
during the meeting with the
Prime Minister on Thursday,
she will press for the restoration
of the special status of Jammu
and Kashmir which was
“snatched away from us”. 
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Aday after India recorded a
milestone of 86 lakh vac-

cination in a day, numbers
slumped drastically on day
two of the implementation of
“revised guidelines for Covid-
19 jab drive” with just around
53.4 lakh people vaccinated as
per the Government data avail-
able till 10pm.

According to the Union
Health Ministry, on the second
day of the new phase of Covid-
19 vaccination, more than 53.4
lakh vaccine doses were admin-
istered on Tuesday till 10 pm
with Uttar Pradesh recording
highest single-day vaccine cov-
erage by administering 7.96
lakh doses. 

Other States, like Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and
Karnataka, which reported a
sharp surge in vaccination on

June 21, showed poor perfor-
mance on Tuesday.

Since the launch of the
nationwide vaccination drive,
Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal have
administered first dose to more
than 10 lakh beneficiaries of the
age group 18-44 years, said a

statement from the
Government.

Overall, more than 29.35
crore (29,35,04,820) vaccine
doses have been provided to
States/UTs so far, through the
Centre Government of India
(free of cost channel) and
through direct state procure-
ment category.

More than 2.14 crore
(2,14,90,297) Covid vaccine
doses are still available with the
States/UTs to be administered

while more than 33,80,590
vaccine doses are in the
pipeline and will be received by
the States/UTs within the next
3 days, said the Government.
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The Mumbai Bench of the
National Company Law

Tribunal (NCLT) on Tuesday
approved the resolution plan of
Kalrock Capital and entrepre-
neur Murari Lal Jalan to revive
the grounded airline Jet
Airways. 

The NCLT has given 90
days to the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and
Ministry of Civil 
Aviation (MoCA) to allot slots
to the airline. 

The decision marks the
first step in what could be the
return of India’s oldest and
largest private airline.
Following the NCLT’s approval,
shares of Jet Airways hit the 5
per cent upper circuit on the
National Stock Exchange. 

As per the NCLT order, the
DGCA will take the final deci-
sion on the allotment of slots to
the airline. 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to interfere

with the assessment scheme
propounded by both the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) and the
Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations
(CICSE) for evaluation of Class
12 students, whose board
examinations have been can-
celled due to the Covid-19
pandemic.

The top court rejected the
objections raised by a 
parents’ body as well as stu-
dents and said that it is not pos-
sible to have a second guess
approach with regard to vari-
ous aspects of the assessment
scheme. 

A special bench of Justices
AM Khanwilkar and Dinesh
Maheshwari said, “We accept
the scheme as propounded by
both the boards — CBSE and
CISCE”. 
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In a serious setback for 
the Lakshadweep

Administration, the Kerala
High Court on Tuesday stayed
till further orders the operation
of two controversial orders
issued by the UT on May 21.

Chief Justice Manikumar
and Justice Shaji P Chali stayed
the orders issued by the
Lakshadweep Administration
to shut down the dairy farms
operated by the administration
and to remove beef and relat-
ed items from the noon meal
served to children in the island
schools. Resident of one of the
islands who filed a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) had stated
that order was passed with a
malicious intention to change
the food habits of the island
inhabitants.

According to the petition-

er, this was a prelude to the
implementation of the pro-
posed Animal Preservation
(Regulation), 2021, which seeks
to ban slaughter of cows  and
consumption of beef and beef
products.

These orders had caused
wide resentment in the islands
that saw massive protests and
en masse resignation from the
Lakshadweep unit of the BJP.
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The Congress’ three-member
panel constituted to resolve

the infighting in Punjab party
unit on Tuesday gave Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh virtually six months to
keep the promises his party
made before the 2017 elections,
that were not fulfilled during
past four-and-a-half years.

The deadline came during
his three-hour-long meeting
with the panel, led by Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge, Punjab
party affairs’ in-charge Harish
Rawat, and former MP JP
Aggarwal.

At the same time, the panel

also took a strong note of
party MLA and former
Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu’s
“two families taking advantage
in the State” remarks after
“miffed” Chief Minister lodged
a strong objection to such
statements that too at a time
when the efforts are on to
resolve the issue.

In fact, senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi was also
not happy with the former
cricketer’s latest statements. 

Continued on Page 2
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What could be better than
lunch to call it a political

truce? This exactly happened
on Tuesday when Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
reached the house of Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya to have lunch. This was
the first time Yogi had gone to
a Minister’s house in the last
four and a half years.

The official explanation
given was that he had gone to
congratulate Maurya’s son who
got married recently, but in
political circles this visit is
seen as an attempt to 
scotch speculation that Yogi
and Maurya are not on the
same page.

Maurya’s son Yogesh got
married on May 22 amid Covid
protocol. No leaders or
Ministers from the Cabinet
were invited to that marriage.

Yogi was accompanied by
Deputy Chief Minister Dr
Dinesh Sharma, BJP’s nation-
al general secretary organiza-
tion BL Santosh, and RSS
leader Krishna Gopal.

Politically speaking
through this meeting a message
is being sent among the party
leaders and the adversaries
that all is well between Yogi and
Maurya. 
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The “successful Centre-State
bhagidari”, said the Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday, has helped States raise
an extra �1.06 lakh crore in
2020-21 and this, he said, hap-
pened despite the challenges
thrown by Covid-19 pandem-
ic. States were able to raise an
extra �1.06 lakh crore in 2020-
21 by implementing a set of
reforms that allowed them to
borrow more from the Centre,
Modi said in  a blog titled
“Reforms by Conviction and
Incentives”,.

He wrote in his blog that 23
States availed of additional
borrowings of �1.06 lakh crore
out of a potential �2.14 lakh
crore. “This significant increase
in availability of resources was
made possible by an approach
of Centre-State bhagidari,” he
wrote.

The Prime Minister said
the Covid-19 pandemic has
come with a whole new set of
challenges to Governments

across the world in terms of
policy-making. India is no
exception. Raising enough
resources for public welfare
while ensuring sustainability is
proving to be one of the biggest
challenges, he said.

“In this backdrop of the
financial crunch seen across the
world, do you know that Indian
States were able to borrow sig-
nificantly more in 2020-21?,”
Modi sought to say.

“When we formulated our
economic response to the

Covid-19 pandemic, we want-
ed to ensure that our solutions
do not follow a ‘one size fits all’
model. For a federal country of
continental dimensions, find-
ing policy instruments at the
national level to promote
reforms by State Governments
is indeed challenging. But, we
had faith in the robustness of
our federal polity and we
moved ahead in the spirit of
Centre-State bhagidari,” Modi
wrote detailing the said “bhagi-
dari’’ and highlighted some
paragraphs in his blog.

“In May 2020, as part of the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat package,
the Government of India
announced that State
Governments would be
allowed enhanced borrowing
for 2020-21. An extra 2 per cent
of GSDP was allowed, of which
1 per cent was made condi-
tional on the implementation
of certain economic reforms,”
said the Prime Minister.

Modi said this nudge for
reform is rare in Indian public
finance.
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Putting aside apprehensions
over the seasonal discount

offers, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs on Tuesday
made it clear that discount sales
that benefit consumers will
continue but flash sales that
seek to exploit market would be
hit under the proposed amend-
ments to the Consumer
Protection (e-commerce)
Rules, 2020, on which the
Government has sought public
comments by July 6.

Ministry’s Additional
Secretary Nidhi Khare on
Tuesday made it clear that the
Ministry “will not regulate”
the trade on e-commerce plat-
forms. And the e-commerce
players need not be anxious
about the proposed changes in
the rules. “We will take action
on fraudulent flash sales if we
receive any complaints or

CCPA (Central Consumer
Protection Authority) can take
suo motu cognizance,” she said.

Khare added that the
Government will not seek dis-
closure of flash sales from e-
commerce players to regulate
the fraudulent sale of goods
and services but will take
appropriate action as per the
law on consumer complaints.
“We are not going to seek dis-
closure of flash sales. We are
with sales that benefit maxi-
mum consumers. If someone
wants to complain, there
should at least be a provision,”
Khare said.
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After two and half hours of
confabulations among

eight Opposition parties over
the “need for preparing an
alternate vision in the country”,
their leaders emerged to take
great pains in refuting that it
was a Third Front, it was a
political grouping minus the
Congress and its huddle was at
the behest of NCP chief Sharad
Pawar.

“It is being reported in the
media that this meeting of
Rashtra Manch was held by
Sharad Pawar to unite anti-BJP
political parties. This is totally
incorrect. I want to clarify that
this meeting took place at
Pawar’s residence but he didn’t
call this meeting,” NCP leader
Majeed Memon told the media
after the meeting on Tuesday. 

Former BJP leaders
Yashwant Sinha and
Shatrughan Sinha  have found-
ed the Rashtra Manch. 

Memon further said the

perception that there is going
to be a big Opposition group
excluding the Congress is
wrong. 

“It is being said that Pawar
is taking a big political step and
the Congress has been boy-
cotted. This is incorrect. There
is no political exclusion. We
have invited the leaders who
subscribe to the ideology of
Rashtra Manch in which lead-
ers of all political parties could
come. There is no political
discrimination. I personally
invited Congress members,”
Memon stressed.
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New Delhi: Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin has demonstrated
77.8% efficacy in phase 3 trials,
reported ANI quoting sources.
The Hyderabad-based firm
had earlier submitted the trial
data to the Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) of the Indian
drug regulator. The expert
panel has approved the trial
data, which was conducted on
25,800 subjects, as per reports.

New Delhi: Anticipating a
third Covid-19 wave in
October, the Government on
Tuesday said schools, shut since
March last year due to the pan-
demic, will only re-open once
a significant portion of the pop-
ulation has been vaccinated
against coronavirus. 
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Aday after the WHO said
the existing Covid-19 vac-

cines are showing reduced
signs of efficacy against the
Delta variant of coronavirus,
the Government on Tuesday
alerted that the Delta plus vari-
ant is prevalent in Maharashtra,
Kerala and MP in India and 8
other countries.

However, it asserted that
both Covishield and Covaxin
are effective against the new
mutation. It said it would short-
ly come out with the extent of
their effectiveness.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, the Union Health
Ministry has issued an adviso-
ry to the three State
Governments to keep a vigil on
the new mutated virus which is

said to be more virulent. Delta
plus, also known as AY.1 vari-
ant or B.1.617.2.1, is considered
to be the most dangerous vari-
ant of Covid-19.

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said at a Press
briefing here that India is
among the nine countries
where the Delta plus mutation
of the cornavirus has been
found so far. 

However, he underlined
that it is currently a “variant of
interest” and has not yet been
classified as a “variant of con-
cern”.

Of the 22 cases of Delta
plus variant of the coronavirus
detected in India, 16 have been
detected in Maharashtra’s
Ratnagiri and Jalgaon while
others are from parts of Kerala
and Madhya Pradesh.
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Himachal Government on
Tuesday decided to dis-

continue e-pass system to enter
the state and allowed all shops
to open from 9 am to 8 pm
while restaurants would be
opened till 10 pm.

Apart from this, social

gatherings would be allowed up
to 50 percent of the total indoor
capacity with maximum 50
persons, whereas maximum
100 persons would be allowed
in the outdoor gatherings.
These decisions were taken
during the cabinet meeting
held under Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur on Tuesday to
review the COVID-19 situation
in the state.

An official spokesman said
that it has been decided that
inter- state buses including
volvos would be started with 50
percent capacity in the state
and the e-pass would be dis-

continued from July 1.
The government offices

would start working with hun-
dred percent capacity from
July 1. It has also been decid-
ed that all the shops would
remain open from 9 am to 8
pm while restaurants would be
allowed to open till 10 PM, he
said.

During its meeting, the
cabinet approved the formula
for calculation of 12th  class
theory marks on the basis of 10
per cent weightage to 10th
class, 15 percent weightage to
11th class results and 55 per-
cent weightage to 1st, 2nd
terms and pre-board examina-

tions and 5 percent weightage
to English subject results and
15 percent weightage to inter-
nal assessment.  The results of
class 12th would be declared by
the third week of July, the
spokesman said.

The cabinet also approved
a one month vacation in
schools from June 26 to July 25
in summer closing areas. Kullu
district will have a vacation for
23 days from July 23 to August
14. Besides this, Lahaul-Spiti
district will have a one month
vacation from July 1 to July 31.
Teachers in the winter closing
areas would start attending the
schools from July 1. However,
online studies for students
would continue.

The cabinet also directed
the Education and Health
Departments to plan in such a
way that the maximum num-

ber of teaching and non-teach-
ing staff of educational insti-
tutions is immunized for
COVID-19 by the end of this
month, the spokesman 
said.

The government also
decided to enhance the stipend
of PG students (MD/MS and
DNB), Junior Residents, Tutor
specialists and DM/M.ch stu-
dents of the government med-
ical colleges and dental colleges
of the state by Rs 5000 per
month.

Keeping in view the possi-
bility of third wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the cab-
inet gave ex-post facto approval
to fill up 1602 posts of differ-
ent categories in various health
institutions of the state up to
June 30 on outsource basis
and gave extension to these
employees upto September 30.
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It has also been learnt that
the matter has also reached the
party’s interim president Sonia

Gandhi. 
What is more, the final res-

olution to the prevailing crisis
was also expected by the end of
this week in terms of a new
Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee (PPCC) with the
likely change in party leader-
ship in the State. 

However, there is still
uncertainty over the role the
high command will decide for
Sidhu, whose unremitting dia-
tribe against his own party’s
Government and now against
the Chief Minister is the key
reason behind the formation of
Kharge committee.

Sources informed The
Pioneer, that the Chief Minister
has told the panel that Sidhu’s
statements are “unacceptable”
and his continuous tirade
would “dent” the party’s poll
prospects besides lowering the
party cadre’s morale.

Amarinder, during the
meeting, raised strong objec-
tion to the fact that at the time
when all out efforts were being
made to resolve all the pre-
vailing issues that too by the
party high command, why
Sidhu was going ahead criti-
cising the Chief Minister, and
the party with such comments.

It has been learnt that the
three-member panel and the
high command were also of the
view that Sidhu should not
have made a public statement.

“We have sought complete
details of his statement…We
have asked for the official ver-
sion…he has been talking to
the media, but we have our
own means of communica-
tion,” said Harish Rawat after
the meeting.

Amidst escalating tension
in the State party unit over a
slew of issues, Kharge panel
also sought some clarifications
from the Chief Minister over
issues and problems raised by
the party leaders, primarily
the legislators and the
Ministers, during previous
meetings.

Notably, the three-member
panel had met more than 100
party leaders from Punjab over
a week’s time and concluding
its series of meetings with the
Chief Minister. Along with
that, the party’s national vice-
president Rahul Gandhi also
held parallel discussions with
the State leaders, especially the
dissenters.

As a large section of the
party MLAs raised objections
over Capt Amarinder’s leader-
ship and functioning, citing the
State Government’s inaction
in sacrilege and drugs cases,
under representation of Dalits,
and his inaccessibility.

Even as the panel had sub-
mitted its report to the high
command ten days back rec-
ommending Amarinder to be
Congress’ and Government’s
face ahead 2022 polls, a final
resolution is not in sight with
the decision yet to be taken on
a “suitable” role for 
Sidhu.

After Tuesday’s meeting,
the panel has asked the Chief
Minister to go full throttle to
fulfill all the pre-poll promis-
es, keep the legislators ‘satisfied’
ahead polls, besides addressing
the dissent expressed by state
party leaders over some issues.
Responding, the Chief Minister
assured the 
panel.

“The Chief Minister has
been asked to speed up the
work to resolve grievances
raised by dissident leaders,
especially MLAs. The panel
told him that it is important to
keep the MLAs satisfied and
united before the elections,”
said sources.
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The last lap in the race for
political supremacy in

Punjab is turning to be decisive
with not just the All India
Congress Committee’s three-
member dispute resolution
panel meeting the Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh, but also party’s senior
leader Rahul Gandhi holding
hectic parleys with the state
party leaders, including the
legislators, parliamentarians,
Ministers — mostly the Chief
Minister’s critics.

The spurt in activity is
being seen as an indicator of
wrapping up of things by the
panel at one level and the
party high command at anoth-
er, but not necessarily the end
of hostilities.

With no resolution in sight

of the internal crisis in the
Punjab party unit, the Congress
national vice-president Rahul
Gandhi has decided to take
charge. Since Tuesday, he has
been holding marathon “one-
on-one” meetings with the
party leaders from Punjab to
take the first hand feedback.

Till now, he has met about
a dozen party leaders, and is
scheduled to meet Punjab
Congress president Sunil
Jakhar on Wednesday.

Most of the leaders that
Rahul Gandhi has met were, at
one point of time, Capt
Amarinder’s staunch support-
ers, and loyalists, but have
been indulging in criticizing
him openly.

A day before, Rahul
Gandhi had met some Punjab
leaders including Amritsar MP
Gurjit Singh Aujla and

Fatehgarh Sahib MLA Kuljit
Singh Nagra. Notably, Nagra
has recently opposed the
Cabinet’s decision to give gov-
ernment jobs “on compassion-
ate grounds” to the sons of two
Congress MLAs.

As per available informa-
tion, four Cabinet Ministers —
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
Tript Rajinder Singh Bajwa,
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, and
Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria —
have met the senior leader.
Rahul also met Olympian and
party MLA Pargat Singh —
who addressed a media con-
ference questioning Cabinet’s
move of government jobs to
MLAs’ sons by dubbing it as
nothing less than “horse trad-
ing”.

Besides, meetings were also
held with Amarinder Singh
Raja Warring, Inderbir Singh

Bolaria, Sangat Singh Gilzian
— all who had once been
appointed as advisers to the
Chief Minister. Other than
that, Ludhiana MP Ravneet
Singh Bittu and former MLA
Ashwani Sekhri — who has
also questioned his own party’s
government and criticized the
Chief Minister’s functioning
— were also summoned by
Rahul Gandhi for the meeting.

Sources informed The
Pioneer that the one on one
meetings by Rahul Gandhi
with the party leaders, espe-
cially those who have criticized
the Chief Minister and the
Government, are the part of
conclusion of deliberations
before the high command
arrives at the final decision.

It has been learnt that the
high command would arrive at
the final resolution of the pre-

vailing situation by the end of
this month. Big changes in the
Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee (PPCC) are in the
offing in terms of its president
and formation of a new orga-
nizational structure. A Cabinet
rejig is also likely with induc-
tion of some new faces.

However, the leaders, who
met the senior party leader,
maintained that the meetings
were aimed at 2022 state
assembly polls.

“There’s a lot of political
changes undergoing in
Punjab…SAD has forged an
alliance with BSP…someone is
joining this party or that. The
party had its government since
four and a half years now, so
what good works it has done
and what needs to be
done…what new changes will
be there in the Cabinet, what’ll

be the new committee,” said
Ludhiana MP Ravneet Singh
Bittu after the meeting.

Downplaying the signifi-
cance of the meeting, Bittu said
that the decision regarding
Punjab “is being taken at the
highest level, and Rahul
Gandhi has taken upon himself
to take the decision which
shows how seriously the party
is taking this border 
state”.

Jalandhar Cantt MLA
Pargat Singh insisted that there
are some “issues” that needs to
be resolved before the party
goes for the polls, while also
clarifying that the party is “one
group” and not divided.

“I repeated the issues that
I raised earlier. These issues
need to be resolved. If they’re
addressed by Capt Amarinder,
I’ve no problem,” he said after

meeting Rahul Gandhi.
He said that there was “no

problem. There are some issues
and I talked about solutions for
the same…There is no
group…This is just one
group…The talks that the party
is divided and is all media cre-
ation”.

Sekhri, the only leader who
is not an elected representative
or holding any post, said that
the party high command is
very concerned about the
Punjab party unit as several
leaders raised the issue with
many speaking against Capt
Amarinder while some in his
favour. “By holding such meet-
ings, the high command is
assessing how this situation can
be resolved,” he said.

In a related development,
the three-member panel, led by
Mallikarjun Kharge, on

Tuesday asked the Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh to expedite the process of
fulfilling all pre-poll promises,
and keeping the MLAs satisfied
ahead the 2022 polls, the party’s
veteran leader from Punjab
has categorically told the com-
mittee that Navjot Singh Sidhu’s
recent remarks would dent the
party cadre’s morale and such
statements were “unaccept-
able”.

The Chief Minister has
been asked to fulfill the promis-
es, especially on drugs, sacri-
lege.

Besides, the Chief Minister
also met senior party leaders
Ambika Soni and Salman
Khurshid who have been
reportedly tasked by the high
command to also engage in
talks with the state leaders in
Punjab to resolve the crisis.
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Haryana Director General of
Police Manoj Yadava has

sought premature repatriation
to the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
citing career considerations
and family requirements.

Yadava, a Haryana-cadre
IPS officer of the 1988 batch,
on Tuesday wrote to Haryana
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Rajeev Arora request-
ing for premature repatriation
to the Intelligence Bureau.

The development came
months after reports of sim-
mering differences over his
extension between Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
and Home Minister Anil Vij.

Yadava was granted a one-
year extension by the Centre in
March. While the Chief
Minister was keen on keeping
Yadava as the state police chief,
Anil Vij was in favour of his
replacement after his two-year
term ended.

Vij had in the month of
February written a scathing let-
ter to ACS (Home) Rajeev
Arora asking him to initiate the
process of finding a replace-
ment “urgently”, telling him in
a stern letter that he will be held
responsible for any future legal
complication in the matter.

Vij was reportedly not
happy with Yadava continuing
as the state police chief.

Yadava was appointed the
DGP of Haryana on February
21, 2019 for a term of two years.
He had joined the Haryana
Government on deputation
from the Intelligence Bureau,
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs, for a period of two
years.

In his letter to ACS Home
on Tuesday, Yadava said, “His
tenure as DGP was extended
beyond January 20, 2021, till
further order.”

“The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs vide an order
dated March 2, 2021 had also
conveyed the approval for
extension of his deputation
tenure for a period of one year
beyond February 20, 2021 or
till further orders whichever is
earlier. In this context, it is
informed that I would now like
to return to Intelligence
Bureau, Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of India,
to resume my duties as
Additional Director in the
Intelligence Bureau due to
career consideration and fam-
ily requirements,” the letter
stated.

He wrote, “It is therefore
requested that the undersigned

may kindly be relieved for
rejoining the Intelligence
Bureau.”

Posting the letter on the
Twitter account of DGP,
Haryana, Yadava also said that
for the last 28 months he had
discharged duties as DGP to
the best of his ability in the ser-
vice of citizens of Haryana.

“Now the IB beckons & I
wish to go back to Government
of India due to career & fami-
ly requirements. I have made a
request to the Hry Govt to per-
mit me to go back. Jai Hind
(sic),” he said.

Commenting on the
request made by the DGP, the
Chief Minister while talking to
the mediapersons said that he
has sent a letter for premature
repatriation and we will con-
sider his request.

If it is finalized, we will
start the process to appoint the
next DGP. The names of eligi-
ble officers will be sent to the
Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) for the
post of the state's next police
chief, he said.

When asked whether the
request was made after the row
over his extension and protest
by Anil Vij earlier this year,
Khattar claimed it is a routine
process.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Tuesday said that a group of 30-
40 farmers having factual
knowledge about three farm
laws should be constituted to
spread awareness among their
peer groups in each 
village.

"Rather than agitating
against the farm laws, every
farmer should be well versed
about the benefits of these laws
so that those who are trying to
spread misinformation and mis-
lead them should fail to attain
their vested interests", Khattar
said while meeting representa-
tives of farmers' organizations
here. He also suggested that if
needed, training of the farmers
to get ample knowledge about
these farm laws should be done
so that the farmers after getting
well versed about these farm

laws can further spread aware-
ness about the benefits of these
laws and ensure that they are
not misled by anyone.

The delegation led by
Bharatiya Kisan Union
Haryana State leader Guni
Prakash submitted a letter of
support to the Chief Minister
on the farm laws and said that

from day one the real farmers
are in favour of these legisla-
tions.

The delegation included
farmers from various districts
including Kaithal,
Yamunanagar, Ambala,
Kurukshetra, Karnal.

The Chief Minister said
that the State Government is

committed to safeguarding the
interest of farmers and farming
community and several steps
have been taken in this direc-
tion. On this occasion, the
delegation also invited the
Chief Minister to attend a pro-
gressive farmers' programme as
chief guest that is likely to be
held at Kurukshetra.
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90 percent of Haryana Police
personnel have received the

first dose of COVID-19 vaccine
while 65 per cent have taken
both doses.

The vaccination drive for
police personnel - who have
been put in the frontline work-
ers category - started on
February 4, 2021, said Haryana
DGP Manoj Yadava.

He said so far, 53924 offi-
cers and jawans have got the
first anti Covid shot and more
than 38988 were given both
doses.

Appreciating all the police
personnel, voluntarily coming
forward to get themselves vac-
cinated, the DGP said that the
number of policemen who
have received both doses is
around 65 per cent, as a gap of
8-12 weeks is mandatory
between two jabs as per the
guidelines of the Union
Ministry of Health. These per-
sonnel are waiting for the
mandatory gap between the
two doses . However, few police
personnel may not have been
vaccinated for medical rea-
sons, he added.

At present the number of
police personnel working in

Haryana is close to 60,000. It
also includes Home Guards
and Special Police Officers
(SPOs).

While working on the
frontline, policemen have to
protect themselves from infec-
tion along with the safety of oth-
ers. With a good pace of vacci-
nation, we are striving to achieve
the target of 100 percent vacci-
nation soon, the DGP 
said.

He said, “Today, as a result
of collective efforts, the Covid
death rate in the state has
come down and the recovery
rate is quite high. The infected
police personnel have also
joined their duty again after the
recovery.”

6547 police personnel
working in the frontline had
tested positive and 6480 have
recovered and rejoined duties
while 67 are still infected. 45
personnel including 3 SPOs
have succumbed to the virus,
he added.

The DGP emphasized that
the protective shield of the
vaccine is very important to
prevent the infection. In addi-
tion, all precautions and safe-
ty guidelines must also be fol-
lowed, he 
said.

,-	��	����	��	)�&���	������
��������	��+�	����+��	����
����	��	
�+��	+������.	���

����� �&4�8�94'&

Chandigarh on Tuesday
reported 22 cases of Covid-

19, taking the infection tally to
61,467 even as no death was
reported in the city for the third
consecutive day since March
31, a milestone that the city had
been looking forward to after
a deadly second wave of the
pandemic. 

The number of active cases
in the Union Territory dropped
to 278. With 56 patients being
discharged following recovery,
the number of cured people

reached 60,383. A total of
554,164 samples have been
taken for testing so far.

Following the reduction
in new cases, Chandigarh
administration reduced night
curfew by an hour and extend-
ed shop timings till 8 pm.
According to new guidelines,
the night curfew in the city will
be from 11 pm to 5 am. All
shops will remain open from 10
am to 8 pm. All
restaurants/bars can remain
open with 50 per cent capaci-
ty from 10 am to 10.30 pm. The
number of persons permitted

for marriages or funeral and
any social gatherings are
enhanced from 30 to 50 per-
sons. Boating in Sukhna lake
has been permitted with 50 per
cent capacity.

Meanwhile, UT
Administrator VP Singh
Badnore directed the director
of Chandigarh Health Services
to form a vaccination team to
administer the doses at home
for those senior citizens who
cannot move to vaccination
centres, as they are bed ridden
or suffering from acute ill-
ness.
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In the wake of rapid decline in
COVID-19 cases in the state,

Punjab Government on
Tuesday announced to start
holding classes for MBBS, BDS,
and BAMS physically in the
state’s medical colleges from
June 28 onwards.

Announcing, the state
Medical Education and

Research Minister OP Soni
said that the decision has been
taken after comprehensive

deliberation with concerned
stakeholders and health
experts.

The Minister said that the
RTPCR negative report or vac-
cination certificate (any one)
has been made mandatory for
students to join the classes. He
also added that the Department
had also issued orders to com-
mence routine work in all
nursing schools and colleges.
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With the farmers' agita-
tion against the three

contentious farm laws snow-
balling into a biggest crisis for
the Bharatiya Janata Party, the
Haryana state party chief OP
Dhankar on Tuesday termed
the protest “purely political”,
hinting at its direct connection
with the 2022 State Assembly
Polls in neighboring Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh.

“This protest is purely
political now and has lost its
credibility... The government
had offered to put on hold the

farm laws for one-and-a-half-
year and it was the biggest vic-
tory for this agitation. But due
to the political aspirations of
some people... of those with a
red flag (communist symbol),
this agitation has continued for
a longer period of time,” said
Dhankar while talking to the
mediapersons here on the issue
of ongoing farmers' protest.

While refraining from
directly mentioning the 2022
State Assembly polls in two
neighboring states, Dhankar
said that this protest has turned
political now. The Court had
already stayed the implemen-
tation of three laws but the
protest continued. We know
each and everyone who comes
to hold protest at our pro-
grammes. They all are associ-
ated with political parties...
Congressmen come for the
protest, he alleged.

Dhankar's diatribe came
just a few days ahead of pro-
posed farmers' protest at
Governor houses across the
country on June 26 to mark the

completion of seven months of
their agitation.

In the recent past, several
BJP and JJP leaders have inten-
sified their verbal attack on
farmers' leaders alleging that
the agitation has turned polit-
ical and has a different agenda
now. The ruling MLAs have
also accused the opposition
parties of provoking the farm-
ers and building up the issue
ahead of state assembly polls in
Punjab and Uttar Pradesh in
2022.

Thousands of farmers,
mostly from Punjab, Haryana
and western Uttar Pradesh,
have been camping at three
border points of Delhi –
Singhu, Tikri (along Haryana),
and Ghazipur (alongUttar
Pradesh)-- demanding a repeal
of the three farm laws enacted
by the Centre in September last
year

The farmers are protesting
against Farmers' Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Act, 2020;
the Farmers Empowerment

and Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act 2020 and the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

The farmers' protests have
unarguably become the biggest
challenge for the ruling BJP
Government at the Centre
ahead of the assembly polls in
Punjab and Uttar Pradesh due
early next year.

The protesting farmers
have been opposing public
programmes of the BJP and its
ally Jannayak Janata Party in
Haryana over the farm laws
issue. In the last one month, the
farmers have held protests at
events of Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, Deputy
Chief Minister Dushyant Singh
Chautala, Cabinet Ministers
and MLAs of BJP and JJP.

When asked about the dis-
ruptions caused in the party's
events due to farmers' protest,
Dhankar said the party will
continue all its programmes as
per the schedule. We will hold
plantation drive to plant one

lakh saplings starting
Wednesday and will prepare
16000 volunteers upto ward
level to tackle the third wave of
COVID-19 in Haryana, he
said.

Commenting on the recent
incidents related to a man set
on fire by four people alleged-
ly related to farmers protest,
cases of rape and harrasment of
women at the protest site, the
state BJP chief said that such
incidents have reduced the
credibility and respect of the
agitation.

Notably, the Chief Minister
had last week met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to apprize
him about the current situation
related to farmers' agitation.

After the meeting, Khattar
had said that inappropriate
incidents, especially against
women, are very worrying at
the agitation. These incidents
are being opposed locally as
well. Haryana Government will
not allow law and order to dete-
riorate under any circum-
stances, he had said.
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After his last week's Delhi
tour, Haryana Chief

Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Tuesday held a joint meet-
ing of MLAs of Bharatiya
Janata Party and Jannayak
Janata Party, sending out a
message that “all is well” in the
alliance.

During the joint meeting of
MLAs of two parties, the work
of the State Government
remained the key agenda. The
meeting was also attended by
Deputy Chief Minister
Dushyant Chautala, BJP state
chief OP Dhankar, JJP state
chief Nishan Singh, Haryana
BJP incharge Vinod Tawde
among other leaders.

The BJP-JJP Government
had completed a tenure of 600
days in Haryana last week and
the government now aims to
expedite the development

works which had slowed down
due to COVID-19 pandemic.

There were reports that the
JJP is keen to have another MLA
inducted in the state cabinet.
However, the Chief Minister
had last week put an end to the
speculations of cabinet expan-
sion and told mediapersons
that there is no such plan.

The announcement had
come as a major disappoint-
ment for JJP MLAs.

Apart from the Chief
Minister and Deputy Chief
Minister, there are currently 10
council of ministers compris-
ing one from its alliance part-
ner and an independent in the
Cabinet. The cabinet can have
14 members, including the
Chief Minister and the Deputy
Chief Minister.

Tuesday's meeting also came
ahead of two significant meet-
ings of state BJP over the next
two days to chalk out a strategy

for holding various party pro-
grammes in the state. BJP state
executive committee will meet
on June 24 to discuss the polit-
ical situation in the state.

The ongoing farmers'
protest had earlier led to trou-
ble in the BJP-JJP alliance as
few JJP MLAs had openly
come out in support of farm-
ers' demand to repeal the con-
tentious farm laws.

Another bone of con-
tention between the alliance
partners is their joint minimum
programme, which is yet to see
light of day.

After the meeting, the
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
while talking to the mediaper-
sons said that the main agen-
da was the government's
schemes.

He said that the MLAs
were apprised about two ini-
tiatives namely Jan Sahayak and
Gram Darshan. Jan Sahayak is

citizen services monitoring
system is an endeavour to the
government to ensure timely
delivery of citizen centric ser-
vices and provide open and free
access to the citizens to be
informed of the status of their
applications. Gram Darshan
will also make all Government
services accessible to the com-
mon citizens in their locality, he
said.

When asked whether the
issue of ongoing farmers' agi-
tation was discussed at the
meeting, Khattar said that the
issue was not discussed. There
are many issues which remain
to be discussed and another
meeting in this regard will be
held next week, he said.

Due to COVID-19, we
could not meet the MLAs and
meetings were held only virtu-
ally. The meeting has been
convened after almost three
months, he added.
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Punjab Government has
introduced free treatment

and testing of Hepatitis B. The
screening tests for the same will
be conducted in all the state
Government Medical Colleges
and Hospitals, District
Hospitals, Sub-Divisional
Hospitals, Anti-Retroviral
Treatment (ART) and Oral
Substitution Therapy (OST)
centres.

“In addition, Hepatitis B
viral load testing facility will be
extended at 27 centres, free of
cost for the well being of mar-
ginalized sections,” said the
state Health and Family
Welfare Minister Balbir Singh
Sidhu while presiding over the
statewide launch of the initia-
tive at District Hospital 
Mohali.

The State Health
Department has entered into a

rate contract with Oncquest
Laboratories under which they
have provided a laboratory
technician at every District
Hospital and Government
Medical College.

Hepatitis B samples will be
taken at these institutions from
the patient free of cost, while
the cost of the test will be reim-
bursed to the lab at the rate of
Rs 851 by the State
Government.

“The line of treatment for
Hepatitis B is extensive and
expensive but the State
Government will give free
medicine to the concerned.
Even the Hepatitis B positive
Punjab patients, under treat-
ment in PGI, will be provided
medicine free of cost,” said the
Minister adding that a nodal
officer has been deputed at PGI
for the same and has been
handed over stock of requisite
medicines.
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20 people succumbed to
COVID-19 as 146 fresh

cases were reported in Haryana
on Tuesday taking the death
toll to 9295 and total caseload
to 767726.

263 people recovered from
the virus in the last 24 hours
and the total recoveries now
stands at 756231 in the state,
according to the health 
bulletin,

There were 2200 active
cases in the state, the bulletin
stated.

No fresh cases were report-
ed in Mahendragarh and
Kaithal.

The fatality rate was
recorded at 1.21 percent while
the recovery rate was 98.50 per-
cent.

Meanwhile, the neighbor-
ing state of Himachal on
Tuesday reported five COVID
related fatalities and 188 fresh
cases.
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Anticipating a third Covid-
19 wave in October, the

Government on Tuesday said
that schools, shut since March
last year due to the pandem-
ic, will only re-open once a
significant portion of the pop-
ulation has been vaccinated
against coronavirus.

The Government had last
week also cancelled CBSE and
ICSE exams for Class 10 and
12. An alternative marking
system has been proposed,
amended with suggestions
from parents and students,
and accepted by the Supreme
Court.

“Schools require teachers
and children to sit together. It
gives the virus an opportuni-
ty to spread. We can only have
this (re-opening of schools)
when a large part of the pop-
ulation is protected,” Dr VK
Paul, Member (Health), NITI
Aayog, said at a press confer-
ence on Tuesday here.

“Until it (the spread of the
virus) is predictable it is hard
to re-open,” he said.

Dr Paul also warned
against re-opening schools
because of the declining trend
in daily new cases, saying:

“The lull right now is because
of restrictions. When they are
removed cases may spike.”

The re-opening of
schools, colleges and other
places of education will
“always be under active con-
sideration... but the overall
guidance is to be cautious”, he
added.

Some states like Telangana
have said they will re-open
schools and colleges from July
1. Others, like Delhi and
Kerala, have said they will
continue with virtual classes
for now.

“We should also remem-
ber that in many countries
schools reopened then out-
breaks were reported and they
had to shut them down again.
We don’t want to put our
children and teachers in that
situation unless we have more
confidence that the pandem-
ic won’t harm us,” the gov-
ernment has been saying in
the past few days.

The government has said
next month’s sero survey will
include 14,000 kids over the
age of six. 

In a recently released sero-
survey by the AIIMS, the
seroprevalence, presence of
virus-fighting antibodies

against Sars-CoV-2, among
children was found to be
55.7% across five study sites,
in comparison to 63.5%
among adults.

Last month, over 8,000

children and teenagers were
found to be tested positive for
Covid-19 in Maharashtra’s
Ahmednagar, accounting for
about 10 per cent of cases in
the district.

Children below 18 have
not yet been cleared to receive
a Covid vaccine, although
Bharat Biotech has begun tri-
als for 2-18 year old candi-
dates with Covaxin.
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Monsoon in large parts of
northwest India would

actually be delayed, quite con-
trary to the forecasts about its
onset a fortnight earlier than its
scheduled date or slightly
before time. With the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Tuesday saying that
further progress of the mon-
soon into Delhi and parts of
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Punjab is “unlike-
ly” during the next seven days,
it is clear that even the usual
onset date of June 27 would not
be met in the region.

This also means there

would not be any relief from
the scorching heat and humid-
ity anytime soon.

India has received 37 per
cent excess rainfall during the
monsoon season so far. As per
the IMD data, northwest India
has received 71.3 mm rainfall
against the normal of 40.6 mm
rainfall during the period, a
surplus of 76 per cent. Central
India has registered 145.8 mm
rainfall against the normal of
92.2 mm, an increase of 58 per
cent.  The southern peninsula
has received 133.6 mm rainfall,
which is 24 per cent more than
normal, while east and north-
east India witnessed 253.9 mm
rainfall against the normal of
224.8 mm during the period.

On the advancement of
monsoon, the IMD said that
further advance of southwest
monsoon into remaining parts
of Rajasthan, west Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh
& Delhi and Punjab is likely to
be slow as large scale features
are not favourable.

“The forecast wind pattern
by the numerical models do
not indicate any 
favourable condition for sus-
tained rainfall over the region
during the forecast period,” it
said.

“Southwest monsoon has
so far covered most parts of the
country except parts of
Rajasthan, Delhi, Haryana and
Punjab,” it said.

“The salient feature of the
monsoon in 2021 is its progress
to eastern, central and adjoin-
ing northwest India earlier
than normal (up to 7-10 days).
However, further progress over
the remaining parts of the
country is unlikely during the
next seven days,” it said.

Kuldeep Srivastava, the
head of the IMD’s regional
forecasting centre, said light
rains are likely in Delhi-NCR
around June 26 but 
the region will have to wait for
monsoonal showers.

The MeT office had earli-
er predicted that the wind sys-
tem may reach Delhi by June
15, which would have been 12
days early. Normally, the mon-

soon reaches Delhi by June 27
and covers the entire country
by July 8.

Last year, the wind system
had reached Delhi on June 25
and covered the entire country
by June 29, according to
Skymet Weather, a private fore-
casting agency.

Mahesh Palawat from
Skymet Weather said chances
are that Delhi will get mon-
soonal showers only around
June end.

“Westerly winds have been
blocking the advance of the
monsoon into the remaining
parts of northwest India for
some days. These are expected
to persist for at least one week,”
he said.

-
������"�"�
����
���	�����.�������$�"
��	����/���$�0�1�(

����� �67�86.&�

Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin
has shown 77.8 per cent

efficacy in Phase III trials,
according to sources in the
Government’s panel of experts
which has reviewed the phase
3 clinical trial data of the
country’s indigenous Covid-19
jab. The phase 3 data will now
be reviewed by the top drug
regulator, Directorate of
Controller General of India
(DCGI).

The data will also be
reviewed by the World Health
Organization (WHO) on 23
June for approval. Once
approved by WHO, India will
be able to export Covaxin to
many developed countries like
the UK and the US.

The trial was conducted
on 25,800 subjects, and the
data submitted to the Subject
Expert Committee (SEC)
showed the vaccine was “well-
tolerated”. Covaxin had
received emergency use
approval (EUA) by the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI) in January 2021, and
has been used to vaccinate the
population since. However,

the WHO is yet to give it EUA
approval, restricting its export
to many developed countries
like the US and the UK.

“According to the data
submitted, Covaxin has shown
77.8 per cent efficacy in the
last stage trials conducted on
25,800 subjects. It is almost the
same as the interim efficacy,”
a member of the SEC on the
condition of anonymity said.
“The data shows the vaccine
was well-tolerated.”

The SEC, however, did
not discuss changing the sta-
tus of the vaccine from 
emergency use to full licen-
sure, which means regular
approval or marketing autho-
risation of the vaccine under
normal circumstances, the
sources said.

A panel of independent
experts, SECI advises the
DCGI on applications seeking
approvals for new drugs, vac-

cines and clinical trials.
Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech had submitted the
data to DCGI over the week-
end.

In March, Bharat Biotech
had announced an interim
efficacy of 81 per cent from the
trial, where participants
received vaccine or placebo in
a 1:1 ratio.

The company had then
said the clinical trial will con-
tinue through to final analysis,
to gather more data and to fur-
ther evaluate the efficacy of
Covaxin. The final data is
known to be more accurate
and reliable.

Besides Covaxin,
Covishield, developed by
AstraZeneca and manufac-
tured locally by Serum
Institute of India and Russia’s
Sputnik V are the other two
vaccines being currently used
in India.
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Eleven persons—seven from
Kerala in India and four

from the UK—who received
the AstraZeneca-Oxford
Covid-19 vaccine, have devel-
oped a rare neurological dis-
order called Guillain-Barre
syndrome, clinicians in India
and England have reported in
two separate studies.

The studies, published in
the peer-reviewed medical
journal Annals of Neurology,
described an unusual variant
of Guillain-Barre syndrome
characterised by prominent
facial weakness.

All the 11 cases were
among people who had
received that vaccine 10-22
days earlier. Seven cases were
reported from a regional med-
ical center in Kerala, India,
where approximately 1.2 mil-
lion people were vaccinated
with the AstraZeneca Covid-
19 vaccine till April 22.

The cases occurred with-
in two weeks of the first dose
of vaccination. “Six out of the
seven patients progressed to
areflexic quadriplegia and
required mechanical ventila-
tory support,” said Boby
Varkey Maramattom, from the
Department of Neurology,
Aster Medcity, Kochi, Kerala.

“The frequency of GBS
was 1.4 to 10 fold higher than
that expected in this period for
a population of this magni-
tude. In addition, the fre-

quency of bilateral facial weak-
ness, which typically occurs in
less than 20 percent of GBS
cases, suggests a pattern asso-
ciated with the vaccination,” he
added.

Four cases were reported
from Nottingham, England,
in which approximately
700,000 people received the
same vaccine. These were
characterised by bifacial
weakness with a paraesthesias
variant of GBS occurring
within three weeks of vacci-
nation with the Oxford-
AstraZeneca SARS-CoV-2

vaccine.
“This rare neurological

syndrome has previously been
reported in association with
SARS-CoV-2 infection itself.
Our cases were given either
intravenous immunoglobu-
lin, oral steroids, or no treat-
ment,” said Jonathan Rhys
Evans, Department of
Neurology, Nottingham
University Hospitals NHS
Trust, UK.

“If the link is causal it
could be due to a cross-reac-
tive immune response to the
SARS-CoV-2 spike protein
and components of the
peripheral immune system,”
wrote the authors of the
report from England.

“We suggest vigilance for
cases of bifacial weakness
with paraesthesias variant
GBS following vaccination
for SARS-CoV-2 and that
post-vaccination surveillance
programmes ensure robust
data capture of this outcome,
to assess for causality,” Evans
said.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday

warned the Government of an
imminent third wave of the
coronavirus pandemic and
urged the Centre to prepare for
it. But not before hitting out at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who, he charged, was
busy with West Bengal polls
when many died due to lack of
oxygen.

“The whole country
knows that a third wave will
strike,” Rahul said at a virtual
Press conference during which
he also released a “white
paper” on the pandemic. 

Rahul said the aim of this
white paper on Covid-19 is not
finger-pointing at the govern-
ment but to help the nation
prepare for the third wave of
infection.

However, he criticised
Modi for conducting election
rallies for Assembly polls amid
the second wave of coron-
avirus.

“In the second wave, many
died needless deaths. We
couldn’t provide them oxygen
cylinders. Prime Minister’s
tears cannot wipe the tears of
families who lost family mem-
bers. His tears cannot save
them, oxygen can. But he did
not take it seriously as his
focus was on Bengal,” Rahul
said.

He also said that the gov-
ernment’s management of the
first two waves of the pan-
demic was “disastrous”, adding

that his intention was to pro-
vide the government “infor-
mation and insights on what
went wrong”.

The Congress MP sug-

gested the ramping up of
health infrastructure in the
country as the Government
was “not ready” during the first
two waves of the pandemic.
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Giving a riposte to the
Congress white paper on

Covid-19 management, the
BJP on Tuesday took a sharp
jibe at Rahul Gandhi saying
the ‘Gyani Baba’ dishing out
“pearls of wisdom” to the
Prime Minister should intro-
spect why Congress-ruled
States caused the second wave
of coronavirus, why they did-
n’t accept vaccines initially and
also share the actual count of
deaths ?

The BJP accused the
Congress of “derailing” coun-
try’s fight against the pan-
demic.

Union Minister and BJP
leader Smriti Irani, who had
defeated Rahul in Amethi in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
tweeted saying: “While Gyani
Baba is dishing out pearls of
wisdom to the Honourable
Prime Minister, he may like to
introspect on the following -
Where did the second wave
start? - Congress ruled states.
Which states had a huge per-
centage of India’s cases and

deaths? - Congress ruled
states.”

“State with the highest
case fatality rate - Congress
ruled state. States with maxi-
mum noise against vaccines
creating vaccine hesitancy -
Congress ruled states. States
which had an astronomical
positivity rate during the sec-
ond wave - Congress ruled
states”, the Minister alleged.

She also said that it was
the Congress-ruled states that
demanded decentralisation of
vaccine procurement and later
did a “U-turn”.

“Who demanded decen-
tralization & then did a u-
turn?- Congress. Which states
did the worst in terms of vac-
cination yesterday even as
the country created a world
record? - Congress ruled
states. It is darkness under the
lamp,” she said.

Making another attack
on the Congress after Rahul
released the white paper, BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra
the opposition party of twist-
ing India’s fight against
Covid19.
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After Justice Indira
Banerjee’s recusal from

hearing West Bengal post elec-
tion violence cases, another
judge from the State Justice
Aniruddha Bose recused him-
self from the politically sensi-
tive Narada case on Tuesday.

Later, the Supreme Court’s
new Bench comprising Justices
Vineet Saran and Dinesh
Maheswari  decided to hear on
June 25 the appeals of West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and the state Law
Minister Moloy Ghatak against
the June 9 order of the Calcutta
High Court which had refused
to take on record their affi-
davits on the CBI’s transfer plea
related to the Narada scam
case. 

The appeals, initially listed
before a vacation bench of
Justices Hemant Gupta and
Aniruddha Bose, were referred
to another bench by Chief
Justice N V Ramana during the
day itself after Justice Bose
recused from the hearing with-
out citing any reason.  The
bench of Vineet Saran and
Dinesh Maheswari, to which
the cases were referred, took up
the matter in the afternoon.
Justice Saran said that the mat-
ters are fresh for the bench and

they needed to go through the
files before the hearing. 

On being pointed out that
earlier the top court had
requested the high court to
defer the hearing till it decides
the appeals, the bench said that
it would pass the same order
urging the high court to post-
pone the scheduled hearing
there on June 23 and wait for
two more days. The bench
then enquired from Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta, and
senior Advocates Rakesh
Dwivedi and Vikas Singh
whether they will be able to
conclude the arguments on
Friday. The lawyers answered
in the affirmative. 

Initially, the state govern-
ment and the law minister had
moved the top court with their
appeals and later the chief
minister filed her plea against
the June 9 order of the high
court.  

On June 9, a five-judge
bench of the Calcutta High
Court, hearing CBI’s applica-
tion for transfer of the Narada
sting tape case from the special
CBI court to the high court,
had said it will decide later on
considering the affidavits by
Banerjee and Ghatak on their
respective roles on the day of
the arrest of four leaders in
connection with the case.
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As the Indian Ocean has
emerged as one of the

most strategically important
regions and China is flexing its
maritime muscle there, the
IAF will take part in an exer-
cise with the US there for two
days starting Wednesday.

Giving details here on
Tuesday, IAF officials said as a
strategic outreach exercise with
the defence forces of friendly
foreign countries in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR), IAF and
the US Navy will participate in
an exercise to be carried out
with Ronald Reagan Carrier
Strike Group (CSG).

The Exercise in the area of
responsibility of the Southern
Air Command will see the
IAF forces operate from bases
under four operational com-
mands and will include Jaguars

and Su-30 MKI fighter jets,
AWACS, AEW&C and Air to
Air Refueller aircraft. The US
CSG is expected to field F-18
fighters and E-2C Hawkeye

AEW&C aircraft. The exercise
will be carried out south of
Thiruvananthapuram, on the
western seaboard, over two
days.

)� ����*��	
��	��	����� �������
�
	
 ������)� ����+�������"�
�

����� �67�86.&�

Giving a boost to the Indian
ship building capabilities,

the Defence Ministry on
Tuesday signed a contract
with Goa Shipyard Ltd (GSL)
for the construction of two
pollution control vessels(PCV)
for the Indian Coast Guard at
a cost of about �583 crore. 

The ships are being pro-
cured to significantly aug-
ment the capability of the
Indian Coast Guard to

respond to incidents of oil
spills at the sea and also boost
the force’s pollution response
mechanism.  These two vessels
are scheduled for delivery by
November 2024 and May 2025
respectively.  

The defence ministry said
the “special role ships” will be
indigenously designed, devel-
oped and built by GSL. The
acquisition will significantly
augment the capability of ICG
to respond to oil spill disasters
at sea, it said.
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Signaling the growing impor-
tance of India’s maritime

prowess and its significance in
the Indian Ocean region, the
UK on Tuesday posted a liaison
officer at the Indian Navy’s
Information Fusion Centre
(IFC).  It is the key hub of mar-
itime security information relat-
ing to the Indian Ocean.

The Indian Navy estab-
lished the IFC-IOR in 2018 in

Gurugram to effectively keep
track of the shipping traffic as
well as other critical develop-
ments in the region under a col-
laborative framework with like-
minded countries. Australia
and USA have already deputed
their officers to this centre.

The positioning of the
British officer at the centre
comes ahead of a planned visit
to India by the UK’s Carrier
Strike Group, led by aircraft car-
rier HMS Queen Elizabeth.

“Lt Commander Stephen

Smith will be based full-time at
the Centre, working directly
with the Indian armed forces
and fellow liaison officers from
partner nations to enhance
maritime domain awareness in
the region,” the British high
commission said here on
Tuesday.

Admiral Tony Radakin,
Chief of Naval Staff of the UK,
described it as a significant step
towards maritime domain
awareness by both India and
Britain.
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played with them, attended
their PTMs is gone. A bleak
future and hardships await
them; the innocence all set to
yield at the altar of the real
world.

Corona took away the
children’s childhood as it did
their innocence. Most people
at a tender age wilt under
pressure. If it is a child, the
chances of her/his being
altered for life are high. For
children, losing parents is
traumatic. Parents fulfil not
only the needs of a child but
give him a sense of security
which is important in the
growing up years. Most of the
behavioural traits of the chil-
dren get consolidated in the
first seven years. Losing par-
ents during that time scars
children, changing their
worldview forever.

It is the time when we, as
a nation, need to step up our
efforts to take care of such
children. The parents cannot
be replaced but, in the least,
the child can be given a sense
that there is someone who
cares and provides him sup-
port. It could be his relatives,
adopting parents, non-gov-
ernmental organisations, or
the Government itself.

The moot question is,
what next for these children?

Indeed, adoption comes up as
the most natural way these
children could be given a sec-
ond lease of life. But there are
some inherent dangers. The
chances of fake adoptions
are high. Child traffickers
see it as an opportunity.
Often, the children get adopt-
ed by traffickers and sold off.

The Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA)
handles adoptions in the
country. Strict guidelines gov-
ern the process of adoption in
India. Any adoption without
following this process is ille-
gal. It puts children at high
risk. Many adopted children
are exploited, trafficked and
abused. Moreover, the adop-
tion rate in India is rather low.
Only around 4,000 children
are adopted every year; so few
children would find a family
that way.

An abandoned child is an
easy prey for traffickers. In
this situation, it becomes the
responsibility of each one of
us to help a child in distress.
At the least, one could call
children’s helpline number
(1098) and inform the
authorities about the child in
distress. Or, one can also con-
tact the district Child Welfare
Committees (CWCs) or
inform the local police sta-

tion. The CWC decides the
fate of these children —
whether the child needs to go
to a long-term or short-term
shelter or for adoption. The
Prime Minister has
announced that such chil-
dren will get a monthly
stipend once they turn 18
through a corpus fund of �10
lakh under the “PM-CARES
for children” scheme. But
the important question is
how a child, says age two,
survives 16 years to take that
stipend!

Foster care is another
option that can be explored
and encouraged. The kith
and kin of the deceased can
take care of the child. But
then that, again, is not free of
problems. Many a time, the
children end up working as
domestic helps, their educa-
tion stopped, their rights
curtailed. There must be an
agency to monitor such cases.
There is an urgent need to
tackle this issue on priority so
that these children do not fall
into the wrong hands. We, as
a nation, have to think out of
the box to help these children
of a lesser god!

(The writer is a columnist
and documentary film-maker.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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Sir — We have only heard of insurance
companies trying to find some loopholes
in the claim applications and find some
lame excuses to deny claims made against
policies issued by them. It is shocking that
the Central Government is trying to follow
the tactics of such insurance companies to
deny ex gratia compensation to the fami-
ly of those who died of COVID-19 on the
plea that this is not a one-time disaster and
that such a huge payout will empty the dis-
aster funds available with the Government.

While we have witnessed the
Government defending the expenditure of
more than �20,000 crore for the not-so-
urgent and not at all necessary Central Vista
project and a luxury mansion for the Prime
Minister, the Government has denied
compensation to the victims’ families.
What is the use of dumping the available
funds in developing new infrastructure for
medical facilities without paying the amount
to the bereaved families that need imme-
diate support in the absence of the bread-
winner of the family?

The argument of the Government to
deny COVID-19 compensation is unchar-
itable when it has taken decisions to give
huge tax benefits to the corporates and also
to write off non-performing assets in
banks amounting to millions of rupees.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Sir — The strains of the third wave of
Coronavirus would fall upon us during
October, according to medical experts. So,
it is the foremost duty of the States and the
Centre to be prepared to combat it from all
directions. Further, people should strictly
follow guidelines, protocols and advisories
issued by the authorities concerned. It is also
suggested that stress should be on the pro-
duction of vaccines, medicines and other
healthcare facilities. Hopefully, this third
wave may be outcast from the country with-
out putting any deleterious impact on the
health of people. 

If the Government takes their advice
and opens up schools, then what will hap-

pen? The issue is not just whether children
get severe illness, it is about children easi-
ly becoming the link in the transmission
chain in society. ?What is needed is a tem-
porary restructuring of society where
everything from travel, commerce, educa-
tion, Government interactions, food sup-
ply and so on isn’t hampered in the after-
math of the virus.

Krishnan Subramaniam | Kozhikode
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Sir — It is perplexing why the Centre is still
tightlipped over the reopening of the
Integrated Vaccine Complex on the outskirts
of Chennai in Chengalpattu for the produc-
tion of antidotes for COVID-19 though
there have been strong representations
from the DMK-led Government and as well
by Chief Minister MK Stalin himself dur-
ing his recent meeting with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in New Delhi.
Handing over the unit on lease will not

only enable commencement of production
quickly and ramp up the vaccination drive
for all age groups in the State, but also will
help cater to the needs of other States.
Meanwhile, it pains one to read media
reports that this state-of-the-art unit, which
is built in a sprawling area of 100 acres and
which reportedly has a capacity to produce
one billion doses of any vaccine annually,
has been lying idle for years due to issues
like shortage of staff, pending wages, and
suchlike issues. At a time when people are
scurrying for jabs, it is grossly unfair for a
big vaccine-producing unit owned by the
Central Government to have been quiescent
for long.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Even as the country
braces for the third
Corona wave which
experts feel would be

tougher on children, the pan-
demic has already taken a toll.
On June 1, the National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR) report-
ed in the Supreme Court more
than 9,300 Corona orphans in
India. These include more than
1,700 children who lost both the
parents. The actual figure could
be many times this number as
the data is yet to be collected
from across the country.

Unfortunately, as of now, the
Government does not have a
plan in place to rehabilitate
these children. Let alone a plan,
it has not even identified these
children yet. Many children
have been orphaned due to cir-
cumstances created by the pan-
demic. Many people lost their
lives while going back to their
hometowns during the lock-
down. They carried children in
their arms or dragged them on
wheeled suitcases. Many never
reached their destinations and
the children were left in the
middle of nowhere. Who can
forget the pictures of a toddler
trying to wake up her dead
mother on a railway platform?
Of course, these children would
not figure in the Government
data of Corona orphans.

The pandemic has already
killed the dreams, aspirations
and hopes of the Corona
orphans. Their number is now
in thousands, if not lakhs, after
the second wave. Many people
who succumbed to Corona
could not even have the last
word with their children. Some
children are still waiting for their
parents to return. They are fed
on lies that their parents have
“gone to work” and will “return
with goodies”. The day they
find out the truth would be shat-
tering for them.

Often, especially in the sec-
ond wave, both the parents died
within a few days of each other.
The child was left alone without
any support system to fall back
upon. Even those survived by a
single parent do not have the
normal childhood left for them.
The person who got them toys,

SOUNDBITE
��0���9�$�	����1
 �����������	�� 	��
��������������
	���������������� 
���	�#���	���
���#������
�������
��
����������#(

	,�3.%--�(%��%.
K�'�����9�����

6�����������	���
�����
�	��	�����
����������������
��	�#���������
��#	���������


�#������ �(

	����)����%�(����)�)-�%.
K ����&����

L��$�##�����(
,������� ����

�#/(������������:
4��
�����(((

�+�,.
K���	�/�4�	���

7�������������
4�(���	������	�
�����(�����	���
��B��,�����
������'�����
 �	����������	����
�����	����(

�+�,.
K����	�����$�

��������
����
����$������

����	������ �
	��	�������������

�����������#��
 �	������	���������������

�������#�����(

�,+G%1��)�2)%(�%.
K�����	��������

)���
	
�
�	�����	��	
�������	���������	��	���
(�������	���	����
�	���	���������	��

�
����	�������	#���	������	��
�
�	����	��
���
�	��
	�*++(����	��	!���������	,�
�
�
�	-���
��	�
����	��	�
�����	���	���
	����	�*++�	#���	��	���

�	���	�	����	����

���	
������	�����	��	�

����	���
�	�
�
�
	�
�
�������	��
����
��	.������������	��	�����

�����
��	��	����	���	��	��	��
	����������	���
�	��	��
	������	����	#�
	�
����(��
�
�

����
�	���	��	
����	����
�	��	����	/��	����
�	����	��

����
�	�����
�	��	��	��
�
	���
	�	���������	
��
��	��

������	 #�
	 %��
���
��	 ��	 ��	 ��	 ����	 ��	 �
�
���
.��
��
��	���������	��	��
	���
���������	����
�	������	���
��������	#�
�
	���	�������	��
	�
��������
	���	�������	��

��
�	����
�	��	���
�	#�
	����
�	�
�
	���
�	01	���
�	����

���	#���	���	���

�	�
��
�	��
	%��
���
��	����
��	���

�
�
��
�	#�
	
����
	����
�����	������	�����( ��
��
�	2+2+
���	��	�*�34�102	����
�	��	����	�*�12�533	����
	���(
���	��
	���
	�
����	��	2+*3�	#�
	�
�����	���
�	����
��
�
����	�*+�13	��	.�	2+*0	��	�12�3	��	6��
	2+2*7	#���

�������	 ��
	 �������	 ��	 ���	 ��������	 8
���
	 .���

%��
���
���	����
	���	����
	���������
�	���(������	��	��
	��
�	����
�	���	���
�	���
	���
�
����	�����	#�
	�
�����	���	-���
	%��
���
��	���
�	�������	���	�
���	90	�
�	�
��	��	���	�����

#�
	%��
���
��	��	���������	��
	����	
����
	��	�
����	���	��
�
�	�	�����	����	��	�

��
���
	��	��
��	��	�
����
	���
�
��	$
����
��	.�����
�	�����
����	$������	����
�
�
����	��	��	�����
�����	���	�
���
�	������	"�����	������	����	��
	%��
���
��	��
��	�19�+++
����
	��	������
��	-��	�����
���	��
	�����	��	����	�
���
	���	����
	������	����	��
	�����
8��	��
�	��	��	���	���	��
	����	���	���
�	����	������
	�
����	���	��
�
��	#�
	������	����
����	��
����	���	��
�
�	����	�
��	����	����	���
�	����	��
	��
���	����	���	��	��
�
��	#���
���	��
	�
����	����	��
�
�	���	�����	����
�	�
��	���	����	������
������	���	�

�	���

���	�����	#���	��������	��������
�	����	����
�	�����	�����	���	����
��	���	�	����
�	����
��	����	���������	:��
�
��	���������	
����
	���	���
�	���
�	�����	�������	��
	��
�	����
��
)���	��
	/���������	�����������	��
�
	��
	�����	��	���

�	����
����	;���	���
�	��
	����
��
�
�
�	����
	�
���
�	�������	#�
	%��
���
��	���	���
	�����
	��	�����
�	���	
��
��
��	,�	���
����
�	��	�����	����
���	
��
������
	��	����
���	��	�����
	����
�	<�����	���������
	��	�������
��	��
	%��
���
���	#�
	�
����	����
	���
	���
�	��	�����

,�	��	�
��	��	�����	��	��
	�

����	��	���
(����
�	��� ��
�	���	�����������	����
�
��	-�����	$����	���	=�������	-����	��	�
���	
����������	<���	��
	����������
����
�	���	��
	�

����	��	���	��
��	�����	��
	�
��	������
	��	��
	�
���
�������

��	����	�������
�	���	���	��
	
��
��
�	��	���	��	�	����
�	���������	�����	��	��������
��
	86$	���	��
	����
	��	��
	���������	�����
��	#�
	�

����	�
��

�	$����	���
���������	�����
����	$�������	>�����	��
�
����	��
	�����
	���
	���
	��	��
���������
��	 ��
	 
����
	/���������	 �����	 #�
�
	 ��	 ����	 ��������	 �����	 ��
	 ������	 ��	 ��

?����
��	��	����	���
�
	��	������	�
����
	��
	�����
	���	���	��	��	��
	��� �	���
��	 ���

	�
����	 �
��
��	���	��
	��� �	��	 ��
	@%(21&	������	$�������	>�����	�����(
��
�	 ����	����	 ��
	����	 ����	 ���	 ��	���	 ��
	#����	<����	���
��	8
	 ����	��	 ��	���
��
	�

����	���
�	����	��	��
	���������	�����
�	�
��	��	���	��
	�
��	�����	��	���
���


�
�������	���������	��	A����	$���
���	#�
	�
����
���
	��	?����������	���	�
��	����	�����
��	��	���
�
��	��
	-���
	��	��
	���
��	�����
�	�	
�������	��
��
����
"����
�	��	��������	��
	����
����	8���	��

����	 
�����	 �
�����	 ���	 ��
	 �����������	 ��	 ���

�����	��	��
�
	��
	�����	�����������	���	����	��
�
���	��	����
	��
��
��
�	����	�	����
�	�����	��
�����
��
	��
	86$	��	2+20�

#�
�
	 ��	 
�����	 ��	 ��
	 ����
	 
�
�	 ���	 ��

���������	�

�����	#�
	�
������	�����
�	��
	������
��	��
��	�
��
����
	-���
��	���	����	��������	��
�(

��
	��	�
�
����
�	.���	��	��
	�
��
���	���
	�	�
��

��	���	���
	�	��������	��
�
��
	
���
��	.��	��	��
�	�����	��
	?����
��	��	�
����(
��	���������	-��
�	���
	��
	=-!?$	���	��
	#!-�	��
	��� ��
��	����	��	���������	�����(
��	#�
	���
	������
�	��	��
�
	��� ��
�	����	�
���
	�����
��	��	��
	�
��	��
���
�(
����	
�
�����	��
	�
��	
���	#�
	��������	��� ��
�	����
�	����	�	���������	��
�	��	�����(

��
	
�
�	��	��
	��������	��
	�����
��	���
	��	>
�����	��	��
	�����
�	�	�	�
����(
��	 ����
�	 ���
	 ��	)
��	8
�����	-��
	��	 ��
�
	��� ��
�	��
	���	
�
�	���
�����	 ��

�

�����	-
�����	��
	����	�

�	��	����
��	�	����
��	�
��
�����	��	��
��	�
�������
����	��
	?����
���	�	���(?����
���	����(86$	����	��	�
������	��� ��
�	��	��
	������
��	����(?����
���	����(86$	�����	��	�
������	��� ��
�	��	�����
��	<���	��
	����
��	�
�
���������	����
�	����(?����
�����	����	��
	86$�	#�
	?����
���	�
����
	���	���(
����	���������	��� ���
��	�
�����	��
	�������	��	����(86$	���������	���
�	����	��	����
2+*0	���	2+*3	��	���	��
	����
�(��	��	�������	��	2++	�
����	,�	���	�
�
���	��
��
��
�	��
	?����
��	���	�
����	$�����	���	���
	�
��
�	��	���
�	-���
�	��	��
	�����(
���	
�
�������	#�
	�
��	����
�	���
�
��	��	������	��	����	��	���
������
	��	�����
 ��
����	.���&�	���������	��������
	����	���	��	
"���	�
������
	���������	���	�
����(����
���	
�������	��
����	)���	��
	
���������	�

����	���	������	���	��
��	��	����	���	��
	���	��	�����������	������	��	
�
������	����	��	�������	��
	86$�

'��	�����
*

+���	��	 �
�
����-
�����������
��	��+��������������	����������
�������������+��
������
�����������
���
�������������

�1�5�$6

��+�����	����	��&��	��	���	��������	��	3���	������#	��	3���	)������	4�	������	���	$�����#	��	��&���< �%'

8��9��
����
����
�������������������������1���(�
�������������	��������
������4�*����������
��������



4�����������-
���������,
�����
�	�����	

>������	�����*��������$���'��'H��##���
�������$�����	���*��I"#��7����������

������	�����$����*��������������7777
J�	��#��������'��

������#��'��

$����A���$�����������	�������'��������
*�#��!�������#��'�����'�����	��#�������A�
����'����'�������**������"����"��#�������	�7
J�� �����������������������
������������

Great corporations exist only because they
are created and safeguarded by our insti-
tutions, and it is, therefore, our right and
duty to see that they work in harmony

with these institutions." These were the words of
the 26th US President Theodore Roosevelt dur-
ing his 1901 State of the Union address. "There
is a widespread conviction in the minds of the
American people that the great corporations
known as trusts are in certain of their features and
tendencies hurtful to the general welfare," he wrote
before he used the Sherman Antitrust Act to break
up monopolies including the largest railroad con-
glomerate, J.P Morgan's Northern Securities, and
the largest oil company, Rockefeller's Standard Oil.

The US since then has used updated antitrust
legislatures to clip the wings of giants including
AT&T and Microsoft which were deemed pow-
erful enough to stifle free-market competitiveness.
The extent of influence of Big Tech companies that
drive today's internet-technology-driven world is
much more profound.

None of us can imagine a life where we do not
use one of their products. They have aided in the
creation of a hyper connected planet where any
individual with technical know-how, irrespective
of other differences, can access the internet and
find myriad avenues for acquiring knowledge,
form communities, create or get access to digital
products and services, and be a part of a global
digital economy. They act as instruments of eco-
nomic and social mobility for billions.

Their valuations also unsurprisingly increased
with their rapid expansion. Currently, eight of the
world's largest ten companies based on their mar-
ket capitalisation are from this industry. They
exceed the GDP of most nations. Some of their
balance sheets have surplus cash greater than the
reserves of most countries. Apple, for instance, has
a valuation exceeding $2 trillion, and cash
reserves of nearly $200 billion.

The growth of this sector has been immune
even to the Covid-19 pandemic that wrecked
economies as people's reliance on digital tools
increased during lockdowns. This sector's grow-
ing prominence has also led to some of the great
maladies of our time, including never-seen-
before inequalities, and democratic recession.

Integration of Artificial Intelligence, and
Automation into Big Tech products has cut down
the need for new jobs, leading to jobless growth.
The same platforms that disrupted mass commu-
nication have ironically been used by governments
with authoritarian tendencies to further extend
state control. They have also aided in the rise of
many demagogues to power across the world.

As these tech titans continue their market con-
quests, run-ins with governments have become
commonplace. The past year saw fronts opening
across continents between these companies and
various governments. Antitrust lawsuits are the
biggest battlegrounds. Major Big Tech firms
including Google, Amazon, Apple, Alibaba,
FaceBook, and FlipKart are facing multiple inves-
tigations across the United States, European Union,
China, and India.

This is mainly because the Big Tech firms have
evolved into the gatekeepers of the Internet. They
have userbases in hundreds of millions. Customers
and enterprises cannot access many markets with-
out going through their tech infrastructure.
These companies set up large barriers of entry, or
promote unfair business practices that charge
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Will V.K.Sasikala, a
one-time close con-
fidante of late Tamil

Nadu chief minister J.
Jayalalithaa, make a come-
back?  It is a question mark as
politics is changing fast in the
state.  'Chinnamma', as she
was known, has had her ups
and downs in the past four
decades. She enjoyed power as
Jayalalithaa's shadow but she
never did understand that she
was only the shadow, not
Jayalalithaa.  She took over the
party and nearly became Jaya's
successor in 2017 but the BJP
spoiled her plans and she
instead went to Parappana
Agrahara jail in Karnataka for
four years.

In 2017, on a sunny
February morning, Sasikala
stopped at Jayalalithaa's grave

before going to the Bengaluru
jail and thumped the memo-
rial platform thrice with her
palm vowing to avenge her
enemies. Now, after her release
and a month after the
AIADMK lost power in the
Tamil Nadu polls, she is all set
to return to active politics. In
a recent alleged, phone con-
versation with one of the
party cadres, Sasikala confirms
her plans to take the political
plunge.

She has been sending con-
fusing signals about her future.
Significantly, 2021 is not 2017.
Much has changed in the past
four years. Her two hand-
picked leaders -former chief
ministers O.Panneerselvam
(OPS) and E.Palaniswamy
(EPS)—have captured the
party and they do not want

her to return.  Sasikala had
been involved in separate
power tussles with both lead-
ers earlier.

The intensifying feud
between EPS and OPS even
after the electoral defeat and
Sasikala's come-back plans
are threatening to break the
party again. EPS pipped OPS
to the post of the leader of

opposition after a literal show
of strength: the former had
more legislators backing him.
Sasikala, on the other hand,
sees an opportunity in the two
leaders' tussle to avenge her
setbacks.

Though she cannot con-
test until 2027, there is no legal
ban to head a party. It is a mys-
tery why Sasikala announced
her retirement from politics in
March and why she wants to
come back now. The timing
she has chosen is also signif-
icant because the AIADMK is
still struggling to come to
terms with the loss of power.
The cadres, especially EPS
backers, are opposed to her
emerging as a power centre-
once again.  EPS is one of the
big hurdles for her return to
the AIADMK because he

senses a threat to his position
in the party.

The 'leaked' audio clip of
an alleged conversation
between Sasikala and one of
her supporters has gone viral,
creating a flutter about her
imminent return. In the clip
she is heard saying, "we will for
sure streamline the
party…certainly, I will come".
And this as well: "You don't
worry at all. Sure. We will
resolve all the problems in the
party. I will come. I will defi-
nitely come. You take care and
be safe." For now, she has sent
enough signals to her support-
ers that she is ready and wait-
ing.  Will Sasikala achieve her
ambition? Though age is
against her, those who know
her believe she will not throw
in the towel easily and will

weigh her options to see how
she can stage a comeback. 

The second hurdle is her
own corrupt image. Her first
effort to float an outfit AMMK
through her nephew, TTV
Dhinakaran, flopped in the
recent assembly polls even
though he initially won the
R.K.Nagarassembly by-poll in
2017. Now she wants to find
a place for herself in politics.

Thirdly, there still are
other cases against her pend-
ing in the courts. She is par-
ticularly troubled by a case
involving the purchase of
properties with demonetized
currency. With a
UnionGovernment and the
State Government hostile to
her she is skating on thin ice.

Fourthly, according to
insiders, Sasikala is in no

hurry as her target is the 2024
Lok Sabha polls. She wants to
get back into the BJP's good
books by that time and estab-
lish herself and her nephew as
players by using her money
power. She wants to do this
either by dividing the
AIADMK or expanding her
nephew's AMMK. Being the
backroom player and
Jayalalithaa's shadow in Tamil
Nadu politics since the 1980s,
Sasikala knows the ins and
outs of Dravidian politics.
She and her family were called
the "Mannargudi mafia" in
Jaya's time.

Chinnamma's future
hangs in balance for now. It
depends on many factors.
Where one week is long in
politics, another three years is
too long. 
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excessive platform fees, limit com-
petition, and kill smaller business-
es.

Very recently, five bills have
been moved with bipartisan support
in the US House of Representatives
meant to prevent big tech firms
from favouring their products and
services through their platform
over their competitors. These pro-
posed laws could separate their pri-
mary platform from their other line
of businesses. Interestingly, US
President Joe Biden has named Lina
Khan, a very vocal Big Tech critic,
as the country's top regulator.

The EU has proposed a sweep-
ing set of legislation through the
Digital Markets Act (DMA) that has
clauses to fine an offender up to 10
per cent of their annual global rev-
enue for anti-competitive behaviour.
Provisions are included to break up
repeat offenders. Aspirants are
vying to be modern-day Teddy
Roosevelts on both sides of the
Atlantic.

India in 2018 itself had banned
e-commerce companies from sell-
ing products they have an equity
interest in through their platforms.
The latest CCI probes are based on
allegations of them circumventing
these laws through circuitous busi-
ness structures.  

Google and FaceBook, mean-
while, locked horns with the
Australian Government over a new
law that requires these tech compa-
nies to pay news companies for any
original content they share on their
platforms. After an altercation that
resulted in a week-long blockade of
the country's news links on
FaceBook, local news publishers
started receiving payments. These
developments will have conse-

quential effects.
Our digital economy is driven

by data and all the Big Tech firms
derive tremendous value from the
data collected from their myriad
users. We should see more coun-
tries make laws that would mandate
the Big Tech firms to share some of
the wealth created with the main
contributors including publishers.
Upcoming technologies like
BlockChain would enable micro-
payments to be made to every per-
son contributing value in cyber-
space. Big Tech's unassailable influ-
ence was highlighted during the
months following the 2020 US
Presidential elections when Donald
Trump and some of his most vocal
supporters were locked out of all
social media platforms in a united
effort by Big Tech. What can hap-
pen to the all-powerful President of
the United States could happen to
anyone. Angela Merkel of Germany
called Trump's bans 'problematic'.

The prospect of a few unac-
countable and unelected corpora-
tions having the power to silence or
amplify any voice or opinion based
on their predilectionsand thereby
directing a country's political dis-
course does not bode well for any
democracy. Since then, Uganda
banned Twitter before their
Presidential elections, and Nigeria
banned Twitter after the social
media platform deleted a tweet of
their President.   

Twitter and the Indian
Government are at loggerheads
over its intermediary status. Tech
platforms have created internal
systems for flagging and deleting
questionable content posted on
their platforms. However, there
are repeated altercations with

authorities. India could again take
a leaf out of the EU, which through
its newly proposed Digital Services
Act (DSA) makes it mandatory for
all platforms to reveal to regulators
currently opaque areas of tech
platform functioning including
possible dissections of their propri-
etary algorithms, and requires
clear-cut mechanisms on filtering
or removing content. Penalties up
to six per cent of the company's
turnover, and even suspension of
service await non-complying
offenders.

The tech sector, whose role and
impact would only increase with
time, requires broad, standardized,
holistic regulations including well-
defined penalties. Policy ambigui-
ty would only create avenues of
Government overreach. Regulatory
bodies and tax authorities could
arbitrarily open probes based on
individual whims and fancies. 

India's ruling party and the
Union Government have many a
time been accused of using these
very same platforms for spreading
false narratives, and for the prop-
agation of underhanded political
practices. Our Parliamentary
Committee of IT should take the
initiative in creating watchdog
institutions under their purview,
comprised of domain experts,
with independence and authority
to check Government excesses in
tech policy.  

Institutions and regulations
thus formed are essential to ensure
that our markets and political
processes remain free and fair, and
our digital landscape remains safe
places for open discourses, with-
out being subjected to digital col-
onization.
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Kathmandu: The political cri-
sis deepened in Nepal on
Tuesday after the Supreme
Court quashed the appoint-
ment of 20 Ministers by belea-
guered Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli, invalidating his
two Cabinet expansions since
the dissolution of the House of
Representatives, according to a
media report.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Cholendra Shumsher
Rana and Justice Prakash

Kumar Dhungana said that
Cabinet expansions after the
dissolution of the House were
unconstitutional and hence,
the Ministers cannot discharge
their duties, a report in the
Kathmandu Post said.

With the order, there are
only five ministers left in Oli’s
Cabinet, including the Prime
Minister, it said.

The court passed the
judgement on petitions filed on
June 7 by six individuals,
including senior advocate
Dinesh Tripathi, demanding
that the Cabinet expansions by
the caretaker Government be
quashed.

Oli, 69, who is heading a

minority Government after
losing a trust vote in the House
last month, expanded his
Cabinet on June 10 and June 4,
inducting 17 ministers, amid
widespread criticism and the
ongoing political crisis in the
Himalayan nation. Three State
Ministers were also appointed.

“The Supreme Court has
issued an interim order asking
not to allow the ministers
appointed after the House dis-
solution to function,” said
senior advocate Tripathi.

The Supreme Court has
cited Article 77 (3) in its ruling
to quash the appointments. It
states if the Office of the Prime
Minister falls vacant after the

Prime Minister fails to win a
vote of confidence or resigns,
the same Council of Ministers
shall continue to act until
another Council of Ministers is
constituted, the report said.

The development comes
when the Supreme Court is
hearing the case regarding the
reinstatement of the House of
Representatives, which was
dissolved by President Bidya
Devi Bhandari on May 22 at
the recommendation of Prime
Minister Oli.

Oli last week defended his
government’’s controversial
decision to dissolve the House
of Representatives and told
the Supreme Court that it is not

up to the judiciary to appoint
a premier as it cannot under-
take the legislative and the
executive functions of the state.

Nepal plunged into a polit-
ical crisis on December 20 last
year after President Bhandari
dissolved the 275-member
House and announced fresh
elections on April 30 and May
10 at the recommendation of
Prime Minister Oli, amidst a
tussle for power within the rul-
ing Nepal Communist Party 

In February, the Supreme
Court reinstated the dissolved
House of Representatives, in a
setback to the embattled Prime
Minister who was preparing for
snap polls. PTI

Washington: US President Joe
Biden is looking forward to a
meeting with his Afghan coun-
terpart Ashraf Ghani during
which the two leaders will dis-
cuss ways to ensure
Afghanistan never again
becomes a safe haven for ter-
rorist groups who pose a threat
to America, the White House
has said.

Biden would meet Ghani at
the White House on Friday for
the first face-to-face interaction
ahead of the withdrawal of the
remaining US and NATO
forces from the war-torn coun-
try by September 11.

“The President looks for-
ward to welcoming him to the
White House for a meeting on
Friday. I expect their focus of
their conversation will be to
continue to discuss how we can
work together to ensure that

Afghanistan never again
becomes a safe haven for ter-
rorist groups who pose a threat
to the US homeland,” White
House Press Secretary Jen Psaki
told reporters on Monday.

Their conversation will
also be about how they can
work together to continue to
implement humanitarian assis-
tance, other assistance that the
United States remains com-
mitted to, even as the US works
to draw down its troops from
Afghanistan.

At the Pentagon, the
Defense Department said that
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
and the military leadership

“are constantly looking at the
pace we’’re going at, and the
capabilities we have, and the
capabilities that we’’re going to
need throughout to complete
the withdrawal.

Biden has directed the
Pentagon to withdraw troops
from Afghanistan by
September 11 this year.

The high-level meeting
between Biden and Ghani will
take place as the Taliban insur-
gents have in recent weeks
captured dozens of new dis-
tricts in Afghanistan and both
sides are said to have suffered
heavy casualties.

PTI

Seoul: The powerful sister of
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un dismissed prospects for an
early resumption of diplomacy
with the United States, saying
on Tuesday that US expecta-
tions of talks would “plunge
them into a greater disap-
pointment.”

Kim Yo Jong’s blunt state-
ment indicates that the diplo-
matic impasse over North
Korea’s nuclear program is like-
ly to continue unless the North
suffers greater economic and
pandemic-related difficulties,
some experts said.

Hope for a restart of
nuclear talks flared briefly after
Kim Jong Un said last week that
his country must be ready for
both dialogue and confronta-
tion, though more for con-
frontation. US National
Security adviser Jake Sullivan
called Kim’s comments an
“interesting signal.”

On Tuesday, Kim Yo Jong
derided Sullivan’s response.

“It seems that the US may
interpret the situation in such
a way as to seek a comfort for
itself,” the official Korean
Central News Agency quoted
her as saying. AP

Jerusalem: Palestinians and
Jewish settlers hurled stones,
chairs and fireworks at each
other overnight in a tense
Jerusalem neighbourhood
where settler groups are trying
to evict several Palestinian
families, officials said Tuesday.

The threatened evictions
fuelled protests and clashes in
the runup to last month’’s 11-
day Gaza war and pose a test
for Israel’s new governing coali-
tion, which includes three pro-
settler parties but is hoping to
sideline the Palestinian issue to
avoid internal divisions.

Israeli police and border
officials said they arrested four
suspects in the Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood. AP

Singapore: Warning that the second wave of the pandemic would
be disastrous for the Philippines, President Rodrigo Duterte has
threatened to arrest the Filipinos who don’t want to get vacci-
nated against COVID-19 and asked them to leave and “go to India
if you want or somewhere, to America.”

Speaking during a pre-recorded televised public address on
Monday, Duterte said that the country is facing a national emer-
gency and “we must triple our efforts” to contain the virus, accord-
ing to media reports from Manila.

“Don’t get me wrong. There is a crisis being faced in this coun-
try. There is a national emergency. If you don’t want to get vac-
cinated, I will have you arrested. And I will inject the vaccine in
your butt. You are pests. We are already suffering and you’re
adding to the burden,” Duterte was quoted as saying by
INQUIRER.NET.

“So all you Filipinos listening, watch out. Don’t force my hand
into it… I have a strong arm for that. Nobody likes it. But if you
won’t get vaccinated, leave the Philippines. Go to India if you
want or somewhere — to America. But as long as you are here
and you are a human being that can carry the virus, get your-
self vaccinated,” Duterte, known for his flamboyant and con-
troversial remarks, said. PTI

Islamabad: Prime Minister
Imran Khan has ruled out
hosting American bases in
Pakistan for military action
inside war-torn Afghanistan,
fearing it might lead to his
country being “targeted in
revenge attacks” by terrorists.

In an opinion piece in The
Washington Post newspaper
ahead of US President Joe
Biden’s meeting with top
Afghan leaders at the White
House later this week, Khan
also questioned the efficacy of
such US bases in Pakistan.

“We simply cannot afford
this. We have already paid too
heavy a price,” Khan said, amid
reports that the US continues
to focus on Pakistan for a mil-
itary base in the region.

Elaborating the reasons for
not giving nod the US to have
bases in Pakistan, which were
earlier allowed after 9/11 to
coordinate operations in
Afghanistan, the prime minis-
ter said, “If Pakistan were to
agree to host US bases, from

which to bomb Afghanistan,
and an Afghan civil war
ensued, Pakistan would be tar-
geted for revenge by terrorists
again.”

According to media
reports, the US used the Shamsi
air base in Balochistan to carry
out hundreds of drone strikes
since 2008. The drone strikes
focused primarily on suspect-
ed Al Qaeda operatives in
mountainous tribal areas, but
also crossed the border into
Afghanistan.

“If the United States, with
the most powerful military
machine in history, couldn’t
win the war from inside
Afghanistan after 20 years,
how would America do it from
bases in our country?” Khan
asked.

Khan, however, underlined
that Pakistan and the US have
the same interests in
Afghanistan: a political settle-
ment, stability, economic devel-
opment and the denial of any
haven for terrorists. PTI

Beijing: China on Tuesday
politely declined UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights Michelle Bachelet’’s call
for a “meaningful access” to
verify the “serious” reports of
human rights violations in the
restive region of Xinjiang, say-
ing she is welcome for a
“friendly visit” but not to pur-
sue a probe with “presumption
of guilt”.

The US and the EU besides

other countries have accused
China of committing a geno-
cide against the minority
Muslim Uygurs in Xinjiang
and called for an international
probe by human rights groups.

In her address to the 47th
session of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva on Monday,
Bachelet said, “I continue to
discuss with China modalities
for a visit, including meaning-
ful access, to the Xinjiang

Uyghur Autonomous Region,
and hope this can be achieved
this year, particularly as reports
of serious human rights viola-
tions continue to emerge.”

China has been vehement-
ly refuting allegations of intern-
ing millions of Uygurs in mass
detention camps, which were
officially termed as education
camps, in a bid to wean them
away from religious extremism.

PTI

Washington: A federal US court is all set to hold on Thursday
an in-person extradition hearing of Pakistani-origin Canadian
businessman Tahawwur Rana, who is sought for his involvement
in the 2008 Mumbai terror attack. A team of officials from India
is believed to have arrived in the US for the proceedings that will
take place in a federal court in Los Angeles. US District Court
Judge in Los Angeles Jacqueline Chooljian in her order on April
5 had moved the in-person extradition hearing of 59-year-old
Rana to India from April 22 to June 24. The United State gov-
ernment, in multiple submissions before the court, has made a
declaration in support of the “United States’ Surrebuttal in Support
of its Request for Certification of Extradition.” PTI
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United Nations: India said on
Tuesday that an immediate
and comprehensive ceasefire
in Afghanistan is the need of
the hour and a “basic prereq-
uisite” for the success of the
peace process, as it voiced deep
concern at the rising use of
violence as a “tool for pressure
tactics.”

India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador T S Tirumurti
told the UN Security Council
debate on the UN Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) that the Council
had earlier this month strong-
ly condemned the alarming
number of attacks deliberate-
ly targeting civilians in
Afghanistan and had
expressed their deep concern
about the threat posed by ter-
rorism to Afghanistan and

the region.
“These attacks are aimed

at forcing the Afghan people
to make pre-determined
choices through coercion and
spreading fear and intimida-
tion within the society. As
Afghanistan’’s immediate
neighbour, we are deeply con-
cerned at the rising use of vio-
lence as a tool for pressure tac-
tics,” he said.

Tirumurti stressed India
believes that an immediate and
comprehensive ceasefire in
Afghanistan is the need of the
hour. “This is not only in the
interest of the people of
Afghanistan, who have been
the victims of unrelenting vio-
lence, but a basic prerequisite
for the success of the peace
process. It goes without saying
that talks and violence cannot
go hand in hand.” PTI
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Equity benchmark Sensex
ended on a flat note after

scaling the 53,000-mark on
Tuesday as investors booked
profits at higher levels. 

A depreciating trend in
the rupee also weighed on
sentiment, traders said.

After touching a lifetime
intra-day peak of 53,057.11, the
30-share BSE Sensex settled
14.25 points or 0.03 per cent
higher at 52,588.71, marking its
third straight session of gains.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty rose 26.25 points or 0.17
per cent to close at 15,772.75. 

Maruti Suzuki, which was
the biggest laggard in Monday’s
session, topped the Sensex
gainers’ chart on Tuesday with
a jump of 5.25 per cent.

L&T, UltraTech Cement,
TCS, Titan, Tata Steel and
Bajaj Auto were the other win-
ners, advancing up to 2.20 per
cent.

On the other hand, Asian

Paints, Bajaj Finance, Nestle
India, HUL, IndusInd Bank
and Sun Pharma were among
the major laggards, dropping
up to 1.91 per cent.

Markets opened strong on
the back of global cues and
pick-up in the pace of vacci-
nation. Tuesday’s trade saw

hectic activity in stocks per-
taining to the ‘unlock’ theme,
said S Ranganathan, Head of
Research at LKP Securities.

Nearing Mount 53K, how-
ever, Sensex witnessed profit-
taking across the board in
afternoon trade, he noted. 
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India’s crude oil output fell 6.3
per cent in May after state-

owned ONGC produced near-
ly a tenth less due to cyclone
‘Tauktae’, government data
showed on Tuesday.

Crude oil production at
2.43 million tonne in May was
6.32 per cent lower than 2.6
million tonne output in the
same month last year, accord-
ing to the latest data released by
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas. Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC), the

nation’s biggest producer,
reported a massive 9.63 per
cent drop in output at 1.5 mil-
lion tonne “due to conditions
created by cyclone Tauktae”, it
said. Severe cyclone Tauktae
slammed the western coast
last month disrupting eco-
nomic activity. ONGC’s main
oil and gas producing fields are
in western offshore.ONGC also
produced over 9 per cent less
natural gas but ramping up of
output from the KG-D6 block
of Reliance Industries Ltd and
BP helped lift overall produc-
tion.

Guwahati:The first
International Tea Day special
auction by mjunction services
limited, a leading e-commerce
platform, fetched record prices
at the Jorhat tea e-marketplace
on Monday.

More than 93 per cent of
the total teas on offer were sold,
with buyers logging in from
Assam, West Bengal, Delhi,
Gujarat and Rajasthan, mjunc-
tion said here on Tuesday.

PTI
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As small cap and midcap
funds continue their out-

performance amid the pan-
demic, an ICICI Securities
report has said that the cate-
gory average return of small
cap funds have been around
100 per cent in the past one
year.” Small cap funds and
midcap funds continue to out-
perform since last one year
with category average return of
small cap funds at around 100
per cent in the last one year,” it
said. Further, the credit risk
funds and medium-term funds
are outperforming as a stable

yield environment led to high-
er return in these higher YTM
funds. Also, global funds have
seen underperformance in the
last one year as Indian markets
have seen outperformance,
noted the report.

Within large cap-oriented
ETFs, Nifty Next 50 and Sensex
Next 50 have seen outperfor-
mance over Nifty 50 ETFs
since the last six months. Smart
beta ETFs like NV 20/Low
Vol 30, Quality 30, among oth-
ers have underperformed.

New Delhi:Fuel prices
increased again across the
country on Tuesday adding
more misery for the common
man already grappling with ris-
ing food prices amid shrinking
income.

With the rise, petrol prices
have reached very close to hit-
ting the century mark all across
the country extending the
scope of historic high prices
that had already made the fuel
rate cross the �100 per litre-
mark in certain cities and
towns of Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh. IANS
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The Indian insurance regu-
lator IRDAI has allowed

non-life insurers to offer
“homecare/domiciliary treat-
ment” or treatment at home as
an add on cover afresh or to
their existing policies.

In a circular to all non-life
insurers including standalone
health insurers, the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI)
has said companies have to file

their products with it, if home
treatment is offered as an add-
on cover. According to IRDAI,
homecare treatment is one
taken at home for an ailment
that normally needs hospitali-
sation provided that a medical
practitioner advises the insured
home treatment; there is a
continuous active line of treat-
ment with the health status of
the insured monitored daily by
a medical practitioner during
the duration of home treat-
ment.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on  Tuesday

reviewed with Infosys officials
the technical glitches that  con-
tinue to mar the new income
tax e-filing portal.

Sitharaman, along with
Minister of State for Finance
Anurag Thakur, Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj, CBDT
Chairman Jagannath
Mohapatra and other senior
ministry officials, went point by
point on the issues facing the
new portal with officials of
Infosys - the vendor which
developed the site.

While there was no official
word on what transpired at the
meeting, a statement issued by
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI)

said “the technical glitches
shall be addressed fast”.

ICAI representatives
attended the meeting on
Tuesday.

The portal launched on
June 7 continued to face glitch-
es, including longer logging in
time, inability to generate OTP
for Aadhaar validation, non-
availability of ITRs for past
years.

Several stakeholders have

submitted written inputs high-
lighting the issues facing the
portal as well as areas that need
to be fixed.

The stakeholders have also
highlighted weak user interface,
inability to view old demand,
grievances and intimation
orders as the issues that need to
be fixed. The ICAI in a state-
ment issued after the meeting
said that it has been asked to
provide its continuous sup-
port and inputs to CBDT and
Infosys, in resolving the issues,
as early as possible. 

“The Income Tax
Department said the new por-
tal was aimed at making com-
pliance more taxpayer-friend-
ly, however the technical glitch-
es shall be addressed fast, for
convenience of all,” the ICAI
statement 
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Mumbai:The Indian rupee
depreciated 27 paise to close at
74.37 against the US dollar on
Tuesday in its second straight
day of losses following a
stronger dollar overseas and
elevated crude oil prices.At the
interbank forex market, the
domestic unit opened weak at
74.18 against the American
currency, lost further ground
and finally closed at 74.37,
showing a fall of 27 paise over
its previous close. PTI

New Delhi:Gold in the
national capital on Tuesday
gained �45 to �46,213 per 10
gram, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had closed at
�46,168 per 10 gram.Silver
declined marginally by �86 to
�66,389 per kilogram from
�66,475 per kilogram in the
previous trade.

PTI
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The Board exams have
now been replaced by
“well-defined objective

criteria”, according to the
Government’s notification on
the same. The CBSE Board will
follow a 30:30:40 criteria, with
30 per cent of weightage given
to the Class X Board exam
results, 30 per cent to Class XI
final results, and 40 per cent to
the Class XII Pre-Board or
internal assignment results
(flexibility for which has been
given to schools). The results
are to be announced before
July 31. 

What does this mean for
students applying abroad? 

With around 14 lakh stu-
dents who would take Class
XII CBSE Boards, of which a
significant portion will apply
abroad, there is now the pos-
sibility that even more students
may meet the eligibility crite-
ria set by foreign universities,
as these will not be contingent
on Board results anymore. 

January 2021 has already
seen over 10.9 lakh Indian stu-
dents enrolled in universities
abroad — a number that was
expected to rise this year with
students who had deferred

their 2020 admits or were
awaiting a relaxation in pan-
demic restrictions around the
world. As the scope of the
marking criteria has been
increased, there is a slight
chance that universities might
introduce a foundation course
or prerequisite programme
that applicants would need to
complete before they can be
offered admission. The latest
ruling may also not do justice
to the students who are already
applying for external exams
and courses, having thought
that these may be preferred in
place of a variable predictive
score. For future test takers and
aspirants, it also reiterates the
importance of academic con-
sistency and continuous
assessment throughout the
school year, not merely during
Boards. 

What will be the impact of
this possibility on country-spe-
cific applications?

UK, Ireland, Australia:
The term commencement
dates for universities in the UK
and Ireland are usually in
September-October, with
many institutions requiring
academic transcripts and final

scores before they can make an
admission offer. Now that
there is a confirmed marking
process and date for the release
of results,  students can breathe
a sigh of relief about their
application timeline.

The only challenge we
can see here is if universities
rescind their conditional offers
due to the updated grades the
student has received. Many
students bank on the Board
finals to showcase their acad-
emic strength while not
preparing as intensively for
their internal assessments or
Class X /XI exams. Their new
scores may not reflect their
academic potential accurately
and may not meet university
cut-offs. While the CBSE
Board has stated that those
who are unsatisfied with the
new marking scheme can take
the Board exams later when
the pandemic regulations ease,
this is not feasible for interna-
tional applicants who are
already operating on a tight
timeline. 

US & Canada: As univer-
sities in these regions accept
students with unconditional
offers from the get go, there

may not be as much of a hic-
cup, provided that the student
relays the complexity of the sit-
uation to the university. 

In Canada, some univer-
sities like McMaster and
Waterloo are providing uncon-
ditional offers on the basis of
their predictive scores. Here
too, the process would con-
tinue as usual, and the new
marking system could still be
applied for scholarship appli-
cations that depend on the stu-
dent’s scores.

As a student, what can you
do at this time?

Write to the university
and the relevant authorities,
explaining the new develop-
ments in the Board exam sce-
nario. Check with your school
to see what marking scheme
they are opting to follow in
terms of the 40 per cent weigh-
tage for Class XII assessments.
If you have been placed on a
waiting list, ensure that you
send out periodic emails to
register your continued inter-
est and detail all the newly
added information or updates
in your profile and application
status. 

In the meantime, you can
network and liaise with other
international aspirants, uni-
versity connections, and indus-
try figures to ensure that you
are kept in the loop about what
could change, how others are
evaluating and adapting to
the circumstances, and any
other opportunities that you
can avail of while you wait. 
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On the occasion of World

Refugee Day, VIT-AP
School of Law, VIT-AP
University, Andhra Pradesh,
organised an event on June 21,
2021 jointly with the  Centre for
Stateless-ness and Refugee
Studies, Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai, along with
United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees,
India.

The inaugural session fol-
lowed by national webinar on
Global Compact on Refugees in
fostering Laws, Policies and
Practices vis-à-vis Protection

and care. 
The daylong national webi-

nar deliberated upon the impor-
tance of Global Compact on
Refugees and reminded the State
parties to be bound by the oblig-
ations of the sovereign States.
Experts from academia, civil
society, practitioners, refugee
organisations and students have
participated in the programme. 

The Global Compact on
Refugees (GCR) has following
broad four objectives: (i) ease
pressures on host countries; (ii)
enhance refugee self-reliance;
(iii) expand access to third coun-

try solutions; and (iv) support
conditions in countries of origin
for return in safety and dignity,
with relevant indicators frame-
work. Are the objectives specified
in GCR, recast of earlier durable
solutions? Or do they have new
meaning in text and context was
discussed in national webinar. 

Yukiko Koyama, Senior
Protection Officer, UNHCR,
India stressed upon the relevance
of Global Compact on Refugees
for the protection of the refugees
and Stateless people across the
world. 

Dr Arvind Tiwari Dean

School of Law TISS, Mumbai
gave the presidential address
and Prof Samir Kumar Das,
Former Vice-Chancellor of
University of North Bengal deliv-
ered the keynote address. 

Dr Parivelan K.M
Chairperson of Centre for
Statelessness and Refugee Studies
at TISS Mumbai  explained the
importance of the occasion. Dr
Benarji Chakka, Dean, VSL, wel-
comed the chief guest, partici-
pant, students, faculty and staff
and chaired the session on Global
Compact on Refugees and Legal
and Policy issues. 
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The seventh International Yoga Day was observed by KIIT
Group of Institutions & KISS on June 21, 2021 online. The

theme of the International Yoga Day for this year was “Yoga for
Fitness”. On this occasion, Dr Gaganendu Dash, Director Sports,
KIIT & KISS, delivered the introduction speech and read out
the message of the founder which said: “Yoga is the ancient cus-
tom of India and it is India’s best gift to the global community.
It is often seen that more people are being attracted towards yoga
around the world nowadays. While, it brings wonders to our body,
during the pandemic, yoga is creating miracles to mitigate men-
tal stress of the people.”

Among others, Prof Hrushikesha Mohanty, VC of KIIT DU;
Prof Sasmaita Samanta, Pro VC; Prof Jnyana Ranjan Mohanty,
Registrar, KIIT DU; and Dr Prasanta Kumar Routray, CEO of
KISS laid focus on the advantages of various aspects of some fore-
most yoga asanas.

Some staff members of KIT and KISS  practiced various pos-
tures of yoga under the guidance of the Yoga Coach of KIIT &
KISS.
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Following its tradition to
create a highly anticipated

and exclusive entrepreneurial
opportunity for the budding
entrepreneurs and e-commerce
enthusiasts, Droom hosted its
ninth edition of its annual E-
commerce Day on June 21,
2021. 

The event saw active par-
ticipation of over 600 attendees
from renowned business
schools, technical institutes,
budding entrepreneurs and e-
commerce buffs. The event
consisted of numerous ses-
sions, which allowed the atten-
dees to directly interact with
Droom’s Founder & CEO,
Sandeep Aggarwal and other
dynamic leadership members
of the company.

Students from reputed uni-
versities/colleges such as IIM
Ahmedabad, IIM Kozhikode,
IIM Indore, IIM Kashipur and
many others, participated in
the event and learned the
nuances of entrepreneurship
and the e-commerce industry
through multiple fascinating
sessions. 

It was a highly interactive
event, filled with pep talks and
brainstorming sessions, show-
casing Droom’s unicorn jour-
ney highlights. Furthermore,
through experience sharing
sessions, Aggarwal and
Droom’s leadership shared
challenges and potential solu-
tions of their professional jour-
ney and advised the young
entrepreneurs to build on their
ideas & passion. At the event,
Aggarwal continuously empha-
sised the role of new-age tech-
nologies and transformation
brought by digital and mod-
ernistic approach in all indus-
tries and domains. 

In his keynote address,
Aggarwal said, “Our annual
meet-up of e-commerce day
event is planned to ensure
that the youth are armed to
take on any hurdle that comes
their way and make the most
of this growing industry. We
feel that these budding entre-
preneurs will be making his-
tory in the entrepreneurship
and economic growth seg-
ment of the country, and we
plan to back them in all pos-
sible aspects”. 

In recent times, the beauty industry has
seen a significant shift with everyone

making eco-conscious choices. It is the era
of ‘end of more’ and getting back to basics.
No longer one cares for beauty for the sake
of beauty, now it’s beauty for the sake of
you. With most of us stuck at home dur-
ing these unprecedented times, it’s impor-
tant more than ever to spend time pam-
pering your skin, consciously. From DIY
masks, tonics, and a better understanding
of what works best with the increased
awareness, it will be the dawn of clean
beauty as an answer to the future of the
ever-growing beauty industry. If you want
to succeed in the beauty industry take a
look at the prospects of the beauty arena
and understand it better to get ahead. 

Consumer choices to anticipate in
the beauty industry

The consumer today is making con-
scious choices towards eco-friendly, sus-
tainable, toxin, and cruelty-free products.
This new guilt-free beauty norm is all
about organic and natural ingredients to
leave skin healthy and hair lustrous. Clean
signifies beauty products that are free from
nasties with nothing artificial than the
goodness of nature. On the other hand, all
the ingredients are sustainably sourced to
unburden the natural resources while
incorporating recycling practices to be eco-
friendlier. 

Knowing what the consumers demand
will help you understand their needs and
tweak your products according to their
preference, ensuring a long-lasting rela-
tionship. 

Here are the top trends that you need
to know that will play a vital role in shap-
ing the beauty landscape. If you inculcate
these within your profession, you will sure-
ly be successful in building your brand and
building trust with your consumers. 

Building trust within the community
Nothing grows the community

stronger than a common interest. An
authentic, personal review helps build trust
and interest that will effectively boom the
industry as well as an increase in the con-

sumer base. This aspect will definitely play
a vital role in the near future.

Be part of inclusive beauty standards
A beauty consumer always often looks

for cues from the closest to them, appro-
priate to their age, skin type, age, and eth-
nicity. They expect a brand to be inclusive
and cater to all colours, shapes and sizes
in the most realistic ways.

Deliver hassle-free beauty at doorstep
When the world has come to a still, we

have understood that the way we connect
with beauty has changed completely. Its
do-it-yourself-beauty encouraged some
small changes like — comprehensive skin
and hair care regime, less use of mascara,
we all became our own groomers, mani-
curists, and colourists. This shift has
increased the requirement of interactive,
impressive at-home deliveries. 

Be sustainable and transparent
Recycling beauty products is another

trend that is reaping interest. With this
practice, you don’t have to discard your
empties that will end up going into the
landfills. Instead, it will be reused. By
bestowing an afterlife to your product
empty, you will surely make a difference
in the environment.

If you incorporate these practices, you
will surely be able to build an authentic,
sustainable and successful brand. 
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The growing relevance
of the digital world has
pushed modern corpo-

rations to stay ahead of the
curve. From learning needs
and habits to learning behav-
iour, Modern corporates are
incorporating huge changes at
their workplaces. But the
onset of the pandemic made
it necessary more than ever.
Corporations have had to
pivot to work-from-home
models almost overnight and
become more receptive to the
uncalled change to brave
through the pandemic and its
aftereffects. Especially in these
uncertain times, it became
imperative to invest in up-
skilling of the workforce and
leveraging technology-aided
e-learning solutions to get
things done.

As corporates enabled e-
learning during this pan-
demic, employees became
more adaptive to learning
curves. Learning and devel-
opment were accessed effi-
ciently, and still, effectively
maintained productivity while

supporting social and physi-
cal distancing. With e-learn-
ing, the knowledge gap
between conventional
employees and modern work-
ers blurred out and witnessed
the beginning of a new decade
of ample opportunities, the
latest technology, and fur-
ther innovations. 

The future of corporate e-
learning holds immense
potential in reshaping the
landscape for the learning
and development department.
So, what does the new normal
corporate learning look like?
Here are some e-learning
tools that are going to make
the future bright.

Video-based learning:
Learnings based on video is
seen as a more interactive
experience in the training
process as they are faster and
effective in understanding the
learning. The increasing use of
social media and mobile
learning has also captivated
the need for video-based
learning tools. This builds
connections and community

that can increase productivi-
ty even when working apart.

Micro-learning: The
adoption of micro-learning is
growing slowly. Organisations
are incorporating shorter
video formats for learning as
more social, mobile, interac-
tive, and user-friendly learn-
ing is demanded. The tool
makes it easier to create quick,
accessible training for employ-
ees right when they need it the
most and encourage them to
apply the learning immedi-
ately.

mLearning or Mobile-
based learning: Unlike con-
ventional training methods,
mLearning provides numer-
ous benefits such as flexibili-
ty, scheduling, access to more
content, etc. Also, it offers an
enhanced experience to the
learner including chat fea-
tures, and audio/videos, the
option to record informa-
tion, better assessments, etc.
Many organisations are
already unleashing their
potential as the mobile learn-
ing industry is expected to

grow 10X in the coming
times.

AR and VR-based learn-
ing: Building real-world
opportunities; AR and VR-
based learning are consid-
ered as the future of corporate
eLearning. With working from
home posing difficulties in
providing on-the-job training,
VR and Augmented Reality
(AR) tools are deploying com-
plex environments and cases
to the employees to ascertain
their real-life reactions and
learning's based on it.

Game-based learning:
With more and more organ-
isations working towards
building an immersive learn-
ing experience for their
employees, game-based learn-
ing tools are assisting them in
combining businesses and
training in an immersive way.
As an alternative to the tradi-
tional tool of learning, this
tool increases engagement
and motivation amongst
employees while also throw-
ing real-world problems
through game designs. 

AI based learning: These
futuristic learning tools are a
great indicator for employee
performance analysis. AI is
assisting the modern work-
forces to identify skills they
want to apply at work. AI and
learning automation are help-
ing corporates in delivering
performance-driven and ROI-
inclined solutions and also
enabling them to upskill the
workforce. 

Undoubtedly, the above-
discussed sought-after e-
learning tools are going to re-
invent the whole process of
corporate e-learning while
also making it relevant for the
new-age workforce. Digital
learnings are here to stay and
the use of e-learning tools and
advanced technology will
enable corporates to maintain
a productive and healthy
workforce. Going forward,
corporate learning will be
more about bringing learning
to the learners than learners
to the learning.
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The dynamic start-up scene in Toronto,
Canada is gaining momentum with
early-stage start-up founders. In a

2020 report by StartupBlink, Canada ranked
third in the world for COVID-19 innova-
tion, and Toronto ranked fourth in the
world. Here are some reasons why you
should consider moving your start-up in
Canada: 

Tech-innovation: In a bid to lay the
groundwork for a greener, stronger and
more resilient economy, the Candian
Government has made investments in
technology innovations. In early 2021, the
Honourable François-Philippe Champagne,
Minister of Innovation, Science and
Industry, announced investments of $55.1
million in clean technology companies
across Canada. This funding will support
small and medium-sized companies that are
developing innovative solutions to help
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, lessen the
environmental impacts of conventional
mining methods and support more sus-
tainable agricultural practices.

Government incentives:The Canadian
Government has special programmes for
entrepreneurs around the world wanting to
scale in the North American market. The
Start-up Visa Program is designed for
international entrepreneurs with business-
es that are innovative and have the poten-
tial to grow in Canada. The program offers
Permanent Residence to entrepreneurs to

help support them in their growth story. 
Funding: The Canadian Venture

Capital & Private Equity Association boasts
dozens of members and tracks deals by
region and amount. According to its data,
the Canadian venture capital market is
booming. According to KPMG’s report in
April 2021, Canadian venture funding hit

a record high of $2.49 billion in the first
quarter of 2021, solidifying Canada’s posi-
tion as a global start-up hub. 

Availability of top talent: Fueled by a
strong set of universities, the student-
friendly immigration policies allow talent-
ed individuals from around the world to join
workforce in Canada every year. Top tech-
nical universities like University of Toronto,
the University of BC and McGill and
Waterloo offer access to workforce without
cutthroat competitiveness of Silicon Valley. 

Proximity to software giants and
financial institutions: Financial Institutions
like JP Morgan, Citi, Morgan Stanley etc and
software moguls like Amazon, Microsoft,
Facebook among others all have a growing
footprint in Canada.

Start-up culture: Successful start-ups
like Slack, Shopify, FreshBooks, Tunnel Bear,
Wattpad, Hootsuite and others were found-
ed in Canada and continue to thrive. The
impact of COVID-19 has not curtailed
investment in Canadian technology and
other high-growth sectors like ed-tech,
healthcare, fintech and AI. 

Diverse community: Canada boasts
one of the highest percentages of foreign-
born citizens than any other G8 country and
is home to more than 14 million people with
over 200 languages spoken. This cultural
boiling pot makes a great home for a start-
up founder and his family looking for a place
to thrive in. 
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Environment isn’t one sub-
ject but an associate inte-
gration of many subjects

that embrace each other, like
Science and Social Studies. It
teaches us about sustainable
way of living together with
environment. Therefore the
scope of environmental studies
is very wide and covers some
aspects of nearly each major
discipline. It offers an overplus
of job chance for environmen-
tal scientists, biologists, engi-
neers, modellers and journal-
ists.

Environmental scientists
find opportunities in the min-
ing industry, plant food indus-
try, textile and dying industry,
food processing units and bio
fuel industry. After holding a
degree in this field you get a
variability of careers to choose
from and that could be from
Government, personal organi-
sations or from plentiful of
alternative industries.

One can also consider a
teaching job in schools or uni-
versities. Several private organ-
isations like food processing
industries, refineries, distil-
leries and plant food industries
are providing various job

opportunities for the graduates
in this field.

Aspirants doing various
courses in environment field,
can apply for a research degree
in Government organisations.
MSc degree holding candidates
can find many lucrative career
opportunities in India as well as
abroad in Environmental
Science.

Environmental Professor:
The scope of environment stud-
ies is tremendously growing in
recent years with cutting-edge
research and continuous inno-
vation in the field. Researchers
find Environmental Professor
as a lucrative career choice. If
you want to be a part of this
highly paid job in government
and private sectors then pursue
a desired degree to achieve
success.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Engineering: It is a job type in
which environmentalists utilise
the knowledge of engineering
thus acquired in soil science,
hydraulics, chemistry etc to
evolve answers for ecological
issues. They are also better
equipped to address global
issues, such as ecological dis-
parity, water issues, climate

change, and environmental sus-
tainability. If you choose to start
your career at the right place,
you are bound to attain heights
in your career. It offers you
plenty of opportunities to work
on broad range of fields.

Environmental Biologists:
They are scientists who study
how living organisms interact
with each other, their environ-
ments and surroundings. In this
field one can work as field tech-
nicians, laboratory technicians,
researchers for private or gov-
ernment laboratories, or as
independent contractors.

Environmental Scientists:
They are the ones who use their
knowledge of natural science to
protect the environment and
human health. Environment
scientists are employed with
mines, agencies involved in
cleaning up of polluted areas,
dying industry, fertiliser indus-
try, as advisory to policymak-
ers, or work with waste man-
agement concerns. 

This sector provides
plethora of highly paid job
opportunities. You can be
employed by various
Government organisations like
Pollution Control Board, Water

Authority, Waste management
and Urban Planning.

Environmental Journalist:
With a lot of media attention off
late to environment concerns,
reporting on environmental
problems is at the rise. People
search for complete informa-
tion associated with the sur-
roundings, for this reason there
is an increase in the demand for
environmental journalists.

One may also opt for jobs
in fertiliser plants and can also
work in food processing com-
panies as managers. Besides,
regarding the environment
issues many NGOs are coming
up to take up and work upon to
find solutions to the various
Environment concerns.
According to one’s interest, one
can also join these organisa-
tions.

There is plenty of oppor-
tunities, abundance of jobs and
various paths a diploma hold-
er in environment field can
choose to take. In addition, the
earning hereinafter offer a rea-
sonable possibility to clear
scholar mortgage debts if any
and take care of their family in
future.
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Denmark made it
through to the last 16
of  Euro 2020 on

Monday after a convincing 4-
1 win over Russia which
alongside Belgium’s victory
against Finland meant they
finished second in Group B.

Goals  f rom Mikkel
Damsgaard, Yussuf Poulsen,
Andreas Christensen and
Joakim Maehle gave the
Danes their fist win of the
tournament on a joyous

evening at  the Parken
Stadium in Copenhagen.

Delirious fans showered
each other with beer as
Denmark rattled in the goals
that allowed them to end the
group stage in party mood
after the trauma of Christian
Eriksen’s mid-match collapse
in their opening fixture
against the Finns.

Denmark will face Wales
in the last 16 in Amsterdam
on Saturday.

The Danes came into the
match with no points from
their first two matches but
knowing a win over Russia by
two goals or more and defeat
for Finland would guarantee
them passage from the group
as the second-placed team.

It was the Russians who
had the first chance of the
game, Aleksandr Golovin dri-
ving towards the goal and

fashioning a great scoring
opportunity only to shoot
straight at Kasper Schmeichel
from close range.

DAMSGAARD’S MOMENT
They were left to rue

missing that chance six min-
utes before the break when
Damsgaard showed why he
was picked to replace Eriksen
as Denmark’s playmaker.

The Sampdoria winger,
who only turns 21 early next
month, looked like he had all
the time in the world when he
unleashed a curling strike
that whipped passed Matvei
Safonov and caused an erup-
tion of celebrations in the
stands.

Denmark second came
in almost comical circum-
stances on the hour mark.

Poulsen could hardly
believe his luck when Daler

Kuzyaev’s miscued back-pass
rolled straight to him in front
of the Russian goal, leaving
him the simple task of rolling
into an empty net and giving
Denmark the two-goal lead
they needed to finish second
should Belgium win.

Soon after the already
rowdy fans in the Parken let
out possibly the loudest cheer
of the night as news of
Romelu Lukaku’s opener
against  Finland f i l tered
through, but they were soon
dampened by that goal being
ruled out and Russia being
awarded a penalty which was
slotted home by Artem
Dzyuba.

They were on their feet
again with 15 minutes
remaining thanks to Lukas
Hradecky’s own goal which
put Belgium a goal ahead and
Denmark in second place.

Denmark were now
charging for ward and
Safonov had to pull of three
incredible saves in quick suc-
cession before Christensen
rammed home a superb long-

range strike in the 79th
minute.

As the fans, who had
made a tremendous racket all
game, began their celebra-
tions for making the knock-
out stage, Denmark ended the
group stage in style when
Maehle slotted home the
fourth three minutes later to
complete a perfect evening.

BELGIUM FINISH 1ST
In other Group B game in

Saint Petersburg, Belgium
scored two late goals to see
off a valiant Finland 2-0,
pushing their opponents to
the brink of a group-stage
exit.

Finnish goalkeeper Lukas
Hradecky’s 74th-minute own
goal and Romelu Lukaku’s
third strike of the tournament
ensured Roberto Martinez’s
Belgium finished top of
Group B.

The world’s number-
one-ranked side will face a
third-placed team in the next
round on Sunday in Seville.

Finland finish third in the

group, but appear unlikely to
be one of the four best third-
placed teams.

5 MAKE IT THROUGH
Five teams advanced to

the round of 16 without even
playing at the Euro 2020.

France,  England, the
Czech Republic, Sweden and
Switzerland all are assured of
advancing because they have
four points and will finish no
worse than third in their
groups. 

Results in the final Group
B and C games have left
Finland and Ukraine in third
place in the respective stand-
ings with three points. That
means any team with four
points is guaranteed to be at
least among the four best
third-place teams.

Finland and Ukraine have
not yet been eliminated.
Results  in Group D on
Tuesday and Group E on
Wednesday could leave those
third-place finishers with
only two points.


