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The Centre on Thursday
cleared the air on the can-

celled Class 12 CBSE Board
exams’ evaluation criteria say-
ing that the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
will be adopting a 30:30:40 for-
mula for evaluation of marks
based on results of Class 10, 11
and 12 respectively and the
results will be declared by July
end.  

The Government informed
the Supreme Court that 30 per
cent marks will be based on
Class 10 board exam, another
30 per cent from Class 11 and
40 per cent marks based on the
performance in the unit, mid-
term and pre-board tests of
Class 12. The Supreme Court
accepted the formula of CBSE
and CISCE to evaluate the
Class 12 students, whose board
examinations were cancelled
due to the Covid pandemic.

The components adopted
by CISCE for arriving at the
evaluation formula is — marks
percentage in Class X board
examinations, the project and
practical work in the subjects,
the performance of the candi-
dates in the school examina-
tions in the subjects in Classes
XI and XII, measured through
their best marks obtained in the
two years (referred to as raw
marks) and the best perfor-
mance of the school in the last
six years.

The Supreme Court also
directed the boards to incor-
porate provisions for disputes
resolution in their assessment
schemes themselves for those
students who may be dissatis-
fied with the marks awarded in
the Class 12 board results.
CBSE later announced that for
such students exams will be
conducted on physical mode
and the candidates will have to
register accordingly.

A special bench of Justices
AM Khanwilkar and Dinesh
Maheshari said, “After perusing
the scheme presented by the
concerned Boards, prima facie,
we have no hesitation in
accepting the same and permit
the Boards to proceed on that
basis”.

The CBSE said that for
evaluating Class XII students,
after their board examinations
were cancelled for the academic
year 2020-21, it has entered

into consultative process with
stakeholders to know the fac-
tual position of the students
and the schools. The board said
that consultation process was
held with principals of affiliat-
ed schools, feedback was
obtained from 229 Sahodaya
School Complex comprising
7,734 schools and 13-members
committee of experts.

It said that theory paper
evaluation formula will be of 30
per cent weightage, to be given
to Class X marks, 30 per cent
weightage to Class XI marks
and 40 per cent weightage to
Class XII marks obtained in
unit test/mid-term/pre-board
exams.  The CBSE said that 20
marks will be given for practi-
cal in Class-XII and the result
will be declared by July 31.The
CBSE scheme further elabo-
rated that for Class X 30 per
cent marks based on average
theory component of best three

performing subjects out of
main five subjects will be taken.

For Class XI, 30 per cent
marks based on theory com-
ponent of final exam will be
taken and for Class XII 40 per
cent marks based on unit
test/mid-term/pre-board
exams will be taken. 

“The marks of
practical/internal assessment
of Class XII will be on actual
basis as uploaded by the school
on the CBSE portal,” the CBSE
said, adding that the total
marks awarded should be in
consonance with the past per-
formance of the school in
Class-XII board examinations.

The board said that each
school shall form a result com-
mittee comprising five mem-
bers (principal of the school as
chairperson, two-senior most
teachers of the school, teaching
class-XII and two teachers
from neighbouring senior sec-
ondary school teaching class-
XII) and it may decide weigh-
tage to be given to each exam
based on credibility and relia-
bility of the assessment. 

It said that the marks of
Class XI and Class XII com-
ponent will be awarded at
school level; they will strictly
not be comparable across
schools due to variations in the
quality of question papers, the
evaluation, standard and
processes, the mode of conduct
of exams.          

Continued on Page 11
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After mucormycosis or black
fungus, another multi-

drug resistant similar infection
candida auris is looming large
amidst Covid-19 pandemic.

Health experts have sound-
ed alarm that Covid-associat-
ed fungus Candida auris cases
are worsening in India even as
it has spread across the globe-
from neonatal unit in
Venezuela to a hospital in
Spain and Brazil where cases of
drug-resistant super fungus
were reported on Wednesday,
leaving the exhausted author-
ities a worried lot.

According to the
researchers, death among can-
didemia patients infected by C
auris can reach 60 per cent.

This can happen for some
people because fungus enters
the bloodstream and causes a
systemic infection known as

candidemia.
They warned that there

was enough evidence that sug-
gests that the ongoing Covid-
19 crisis may provide ideal con-
ditions for outbreaks of C.
auris in hospital ICUs, thus
leading to adverse outcomes
and additional strain on health-
care resources. The death rate
is quite high, they said.

The Covid-19 conditions
in Brazil have opened the door
for the emergence and spread
of a relatively new fungus that
is quickly showing signs of
becoming a drug-resistant
“superfungus,” as reported by a
study published in the Journal
of Fungi. India had for long
been hotbed for the deadly fun-
gus.

In fact, before the SARS-
CoV-2 spread its tentacles, C.
auris was already considered a
major global health threat due
to high rates of drug resistance
and ease of transmission in
hospital settings.

However, now in the back-
drop of Covid-19 the threat has
enhanced. 

Continued on Page11
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Congress interim president
Sonia Gandhi has taken

both doses of the Covishield
vaccine, the party  said on
Thursday following questions
from the BJP leaders.

Several BJP leaders have
raised questions over the
Gandhis’ vaccinations and
accused them and the party of
creating “vaccine hesitancy”
in the country.

“Instead of beating around
the bush and creating non-
issues, the Modi Government
should concentrate on vacci-
nating 80 lakh to one crore
people daily,” Surjewala told
PTI after the BJP sought vac-
cination details of the Congress’
first family.
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Amid the raging war in the
Lok Janshakti party (LJP),

MP from Samastipur Prince
Raj is facing a sexual assault
charge from a woman who has
filed a three-page police com-
plaint and also narrated her
side of the story before the
media. Prince is not available
for comment so far.

Prince Raj is cousin of
Chirag Paswan who is engaged
in a bitter battle with his uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras  for tak-
ing control of the party . Prince
and three other MPs sided
with Paras to oust Chirag from
the post of party president
and leader in the Lok Sabha.

On the other hand, Chirag
has expelled them from the
party.

The Police said they are
verifying facts and an enquiry
is being conducted. A First
Information Report (FIR) will
be registered once the prelim-
inary probe is over.

A police officer said a
three-page complaint has been

filed by a woman with
Connaught Place police station.
She has alleged that Prince
mixed intoxicants in water and
raped her after she passed out.

Continued on Page 11
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In a setback for Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD), the Punjab

Ekta Party (PEP) on Thursday
announced its merger with the
Congress ahead of the
Assembly polls in the State after
three MLAs — Sukhpal Singh
Khaira, Jagdev Singh, and
Pirmal Singh — met former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi at his residence in the
national Capital. 

The Punjab Ekta Party
MLAs were accompanied by
AICC general secretary and
Punjab affairs incharge Harish
Rawat. Khaira, a former
Congressman, had joined Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in
December 2015 along with
two other MLAs. 

Continued on Page 11
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Student activists Natasha
Narwal, Devangana Kalita

and Asif Iqbal Tanha walked
out of Tihar prison on
Thursday, hours after a court
here ordered their immediate
release in the north-east Delhi
riots “conspiracy” case.

The order came two days
after the Delhi High Court
granted bail to Narwal, Kalita
and Tanha, who were arrested
in May last year under the
stringent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

Director General (Delhi
Prisons) Sandeep Goel con-
firmed that all three have been
released.

Continued on Page 11

New Delhi:
Bi l l i on a i re
G a u t a m
A d a n i ’ s
dream run up
the global
wealth rank-
ings is falter-
ing after a
media report
raising questions about some
offshore investors triggered a
rout in his conglomerate’s six
listed stocks.

The 58-year-old tycoon
lost more money this week
than anyone else in the world,
with his personal fortune tum-
bling by about $9 billion to
$67.6 billion, according to the
Bloomberg Billionaires Index
based on Wednesday closing
prices.

Just days ago, he was clos-
ing the gap with Mukesh
Ambani as Asia’s richest man.
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The political crisis in
Karnataka continues to

simmer with the pro-
Yediyurappa and those wanti-
ng to unseat him as Chief
Minister refusing to walk mid-
way for the reconciliation dur-
ing their discussion on
Thursday with the visiting BJP
general secretary Arun Singh.

Singh, who is also
Karnataka BJP incharge, inter-
acted with both sides to elicit
their views on a range of issues,
including alleged interference
in Ministries by Yediyurappa’s
son Vijayendra who is also BJP
State vice-chief, Covid-19 man-
agement, allocation of portfo-
lios, and the larger issue of
change of guard in the State.

According to sources,
around 30 legislators from both
sides met Singh on Thursday.

Sources said Social Welfare
Minister B Sriramulu put forth
his demand for the post of
Deputy Chief Minister. The
supporters of the mining baron
were confident that the party
will concede his demand “in
right time”.

Singh is understood to
have not given audience to
MLA Basanagouda Patil Yatnal
one of the most vocal critic of
the Chief Minister who had
early this year alleged that BSY
was “blackmailed” by a sleaze
CD to allocate Cabinet portfo-
lios. Yatnal was instead asked
by Singh to meet him in the
national Capital.

Continued on Page 11
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Patna: Lok Janshakti Party MP
PashupatiKumar Paras, who
recently staged a political coup
and deposed nephew Chirag
Paswan as the party chief, was
on Thursday declared elected,
unopposed, the new national
president of the outfit.
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In a move aimed at providing
a level-playing field in the

media, the Modi Government
has decided to bring in an over-
arching statute that will provide
for self-regulation in digital
media including Over-the-top
(OTT) platforms and news
websites to address issues of
sensitive video content and
fake news. 

The Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
(MIB) on Thursday issued a
notification amending the
Cable Television Network
Rules, 1994 providing a statu-
tory mechanism for redressal of
grievances/complaints of citi-
zens relating to content broad-
cast by television channels in
accordance with the provi-
sions of the Cable Television
Network Act, 1995.

Now, the broadcaster will
have to establish a self-regu-
lating body to redress citizens’
grievances. Besides, they will

have to ensure that pro-
grammes are not violative of
the programme code or adver-
tising code. According to the
new amendment, the Centre
may prohibit the transmission
or retransmission of any such
channel or programme if they
fail to act despite the complaint.

“… Programme of any
channel is not in conformity
with the programme code, it
may, after giving an opportu-
nity of hearing to the cable
operator, and by an order in
writing, prohibit the transmis-
sion or re-transmission of any
such channel or programme in
accordance with the provi-
sions of section 20 of the Act,”
the notification said.

“Where the Central
Government is satisfied that the

advertisement of any channel is
not in conformity with the
advertising code, it may, after
giving an opportunity of hear-
ing to the cable operator, and
by an order in writing, prohibit
the transmission or re-trans-
mission of any such channel or
programme in accordance with
the provisions of section 20 of
the Act,” it said.

Any person aggrieved by
the content of a programme of
a channel as being not in con-
formity with the programme
code or the advertising code
may file his complaint in writ-
ing to the broadcaster. A broad-
caster shall establish a griev-
ance redressal mechanism and
appoint an officer to deal with
the complaints received by it.

Continued on Page 11
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Maharashtra on Thursday
began to gear itself for

Covid-19 “third wave”, which
the State Task Force appre-
hended might be unleashed in
the State by a high virulent
strain Delta Plus in the next
“two to four weeks” if the pan-
demic-appropriate norms were
not followed by the people.

A day after the State Covid-
19 Task Force made a presen-
tation before Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray about the
possible break out of “third
wave” in Maharashtra, the State
administration began to
mobilise medicines and health
equipment to be sent across to
both rural and urban areas.
This followed a directive it
received from the Chief
Minister himself.

At Wednesday’s meeting,
the State Task Force warned the
Chief Minister that the cases
would double in the coming
weeks after a possible advent of
third wave in the State.
“Uncontrolled crowds and the

refusal by the people to follow
Covid-19 norms, coupled with
the advent of Delta plus vari-
ant might trigger a third wave
of pandemic in the State,” a
senior official who briefed the
chief minister about a possible
third wave said.

The task force told the
CM that the lower middle class
of people who were not affect-
ed the first and second waves
of Covid-19 would be hit by the
third wave of the pandemic. It
advised the Uddhav to increase

testing, strengthen infrastruc-
ture and increase vaccination.

Quantifying the impact of
the impact of the “third wave”,
the task force officials told the
CM that the State would have
to contend with  8 lakh “active”
cases, out of which 10 per cent
would be children. There were
as many as 19 lakh Covid
patients in the State during the
first wave, while the number of
patients jumped to 40 lakh dur-
ing the second wave. The num-
ber of patients would be dou-

bled during the third wave.
“The children would not

be majorly affected by the third
wave. The children make up for
more than 3.5 per cent of the
patient pool in the State,” a
senior official said.

The impending Covid-19
“third wave” should seen in the
context of the five-level relax-
ation plan announced by the
state government and its deci-
sion to relax restrictions in 18
tom 36 districts of the State.  

Continued on Page 11
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NOTICE

I Indira Awasthi daughter of
Late Sankatha Prasad Shukla
born of 6th August 1964 resi-
dent of 124/24 E Block Govind
Nagar Kanpur have changed
my name from Indira Devi to
Indira Awasthi for future date of
birth and name reference.

NOTICE

Army record is my daughter
name is AARUSHI wrong.
Correct name is ARUSHI DEVI
and DOB 09/11/2012 mention
correct name and DOB is as
per record. suraybhan singh
s/o hari prasad singh r/o
Tarapur , Post Asani, Tehsil
Fatehpur. (U.P.)

NOTICE

It is notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying MBA
1st Years and 2nd Year Marksheet
No. A1520999616416 has been
lost. Subham yadav s/o shiv
prashad 4/358 viram khand gomti
nagar lucknow.

NOTICE

I Army No-15420854F Rank
HAV/DVR Name M.V.
SURESH KUMAR Unit AMC
Center & College MT Coy luc-
know in mY husband service
Record my name is wronglly
written K.VANISREE, While
my correct name is KOMARA-
GIRI VANISREE , K.Vanisree
or Komaragiri Vanisree both
are one and same

NOTICE

NOTICE

I Army No-15440517N Rank
SEP/DMT Name Karun Kumar
Taram Unit AMC center and
College MT Coy lucknow  my
Husband service Record my
name is wrongly written CHAN-
DRIKA NETAM TO CHAN-
DRIKA TARAM While my cor-
rect name is chandrika Taram,
Chandrika Netam and
Chandrika taram both are one
and same person

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Be it known all that my clients Sh. Mathura
Prasad Seth S/o Sh. Ram Khelawan
Serraf and Kalpana W/o Sh. Mathura
Prasad Seth both are residing at 10/252
EWS, Avas Vikas Yojna-3 Jhusi,
Akabarpur Miyanpatti, Jalalpurkasba,
Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh-211019 have
severed all relations and disowned their
son and daughter in law from all their
moveable and immoveable properties due
to conversion from their original religion
and disobedience of my clients. My clients
shall not be responsible for their son (Sh
Shivansh Soni) and daughter in law (Ms.
Gauri@mubashshira) any acts in future 

Varun Shankar Dwivedi, Advocate

Government of India
Ministry of Textile

***
Appointment of
Consultant(s)

under National Technical Textiles Mission

Last date of application : 17 July 2021

Interested candidate may refer detailed 
advertisement on www.texmin.nic.in

DAVP 41101/11/0003/2122

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India
(A Statutory Body of Government of India)

Notice

Applications are invited for filling up 01 (one) post of
Executive Director, on deputation basis. The last date
of submission of application is 9th July, 2021. The detailed
vacancy may be seen at www.ibbi.gov.in. 

DAVP 07121/11/0003/2122
���	� �0(;.<+

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath expedited the

development works in Uttar
Pradesh during the pandemic,
according to an official release
issued by the UP government
on Thursday.

During the first four years
of his regime, of which almost
two were marred by the pan-
demic, Yogi has done some
exemplary work, the release
said. According to the govern-
ment, villages with no roads
before a few years ago now boast
of the largest road network
under the leadership of Yogi.
Through PWD, the govern-
ment established one of the
biggest road connectivities in
the remote areas of the state, the
release said. “With the develop-
mental projects, CM Yogi has
changed the image of the rural
areas of the state. Ever since the
Yogi government came to
power, a 14,935-km-long road
network has been expanded in
the rural areas. A total of 2,275
habitations with a population of
more than 250 people, located
within a 5-km radius on either
side of the 7 metre or wider
roads, have been directly con-

nected to the road network,” the
release said. According to
Census 2001, PWD has con-
structed a 1,763-km-long road
which connects 1,557 revenue
villages with a population of
more than 250. A total of 1,543
revenue villages have been con-
nected to the road network by
constructing 1739.30-km roads.

The construction of roads
for 297 villages with a popula-
tion of more than 250 has been
completed at a cost of 183.87
crores. A total of 163 such rev-
enue villages have been con-
nected to the road network by
constructing a road of 184.34
kilometres. So far, 1,674 habita-
tions have been connected with
the connectivity route by con-
structing 2121.57 kms at a cost
of a total of Rs 1,407 crore.

Under the Mukhyamantri
Samagra Gram Vikas Yojana,
construction of a 29-km-long
road has almost been complet-
ed for 33 revenue villages at a
cost of Rs 14.35 crore. Under
this scheme, the construction of
178-km-long connectivity road
at a cost of Rs 102.48 crore has
been almost completed which
will connect as many as 156
habitations directly with the
road network.
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Awidow who lost her job
due to the lockdown in

Aligarh was admitted to a
hospital along with her five
children reportedly after days
of starvation. The 40-year-old
woman, Guddi, told mediaper-
sons that after she lost her hus-
band to COVID-19 last year,
she was the sole breadwinner
and worked at a factory. A few
months ago, she lost her job as
the factory was shut down
owing to lockdown. The fam-
ily hails from Mandir ka Nagla
area under Sasni Gate police
station area.

“My daughter got ill and
was treated but soon after
that, the whole family fell ill.
We were down with fever and
had no food. No shopkeeper
was ready to give us ration and
I do not have a ration card
either. I sought help from the
village pradhan but he
refused,” Guddi said.

She said they survived on
chapatis which their neigh-
bours gave them for some
weeks but even they stopped
giving food after some time, as
they said they could not help
her daily. The woman said that

her eldest son who worked as
a daily wage construction
worker also lost his job due to
the lockdown following which
all  the sources of income dried
up. After the news of her fam-
ily’s ordeal spread, District
Magistrate Chandra Bhushan
Singh rushed a team of officials
on Wednesday to extend relief,
an official release said. A team
of three officials, led by SDM
Kunwar Bahadur Singh, inves-
tigated the matter and provid-
ed immediate relief, including
food grain, other food items
and a sum of Rs 5,000, to the
affected family.

Doctors treating her at the
Malkhan Singh District
Hospital said three of them
have been hospitalised but
they were taking care of all the
family members. Chief Medical
Officer of Aligarh Dr R Kishan
said, “The entire family lost
their jobs during lockdown.
They were admitted to the hos-
pital and we are trying to give
them the best possible treat-
ment. They have a fever and
the physicians are taking care
of them. They are also mal-
nourished. Their situation has
improved and they are on a
high-protein diet.”

Meanwhile, Sunil Kumar,
who runs a social organisation,
came forward to provide ration
to the impoverished family.  

Vishnu Kumar Bunty of
the organisation, which has
been helping people hit by the
pandemic, said a door-to-door
survey should be undertaken
to trace those whose livelihood
has been snatched away by the
successive lockdowns.

Meanwhile in Bareilly, two
children were forced to starve
for three days after their father
commited suicide. According
to reports, Manoj Dayal of
Gayatri Nagar had a tiff with
his wife after which she left
home. Dayal worked with a
private firm in Noida but he
lost his job due to lockdown.

Upset with the tiff, Manoj
hanged himself and committed
suicide on June 13. His 6-year-
old son Wishu and 4-year-old
daughter Myari starved for
three days and it was only after
the body started decaying that
they came out of their house.
Neighbors found Manoj hang-
ing from the ceiling and they
informed police. Both the chil-
dren were handed over to their
uncle while the police started
further probe.
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Getting ready for a possible
third wave, the Uttar

Pradesh government has start-
ed building the infrastructure
with Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath saying that nine
medical colleges could start
functioning from this year
while the construction work is
underway for 14 others.

“Nine medical colleges may
start this year. Of these, the
construction work for seven is
almost complete. Principals
have been appointed in all
these nine medical colleges,”
the CM said during a Covid
review meeting held through
video-conferencing here on
Thursday.

Yogi said the appointment
of about 50 per cent teachers
has also been completed in
these medical colleges which
would boost the medical infra-
structure. During the meeting,
the officers also apprised the
chief minister of the progress in
setting up 14 other medical col-
leges in the state. The construc-
tion work for 13 medical col-
leges has started. The CM said
necessary arrangements should
be made to start the teaching
work in the medical colleges in
time. 

The CM was also apprised
of adequate availability of oxy-

gen in the state. Officials said
that in the last 24 hours, 338
MT of oxygen was supplied
across the state. Oxygen is
available at the hospitals, med-
ical colleges and refillers with
a back-up of more than five
days, the officials said.

The CM said that the
Covid vaccination drive is
going on effectively in the state
and from June 21, the Central
government would provide the
facility of free vaccination for
the age group of 18-44 years.

“All preparations should
be made to expedite the vacci-

nation drive. For this, cold
chains, vaccinators and vacci-
nation centres should be
arranged with complete plan-
ning,” Yogi said. “Vaccination
is a protective shield against
corona infection and therefore,
it should be conducted in a
systematic, smooth and unin-
terrupted manner,” the CM
said. He was apprised that so
far, the first dose of vaccine has
been given to more than 2
crore people in the state. More
than 50 lakh vaccine doses
have been given to people in
the age group of 18 to 44 years.

Meanwhile, 336 fresh
cases of COVID-19 were
reported in the state in the last
24 hours while 685 patients
recovered.  The active cases
reduced to 6,019 as the recov-
ery rate touched 98.4 per cent.
Of the total active cases, 3,759
patients were said to be in
home isolation.

Lucknow recorded only
16 fresh cases though 11
patients succumbed to the
deadly infection on Thursday.
Fifteen patients recovered
while the active cases stood 
at 383.
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After the revamping of
the Uttar Pradesh

Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST)
Commission on Wednesday,
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment reconstituted the Uttar
Pradesh Backward Classes
Commission here on
Thursday.

Jaswant Saini of
Saharanpur, who was the
vice-chairman earlier, has
been made the chairman of
Uttar Pradesh Backward
Classes Commission, offi-
cials said here on Thursday.
Heera Thakur and
Prabhunath Chauhan have
been made vice-chairper-
sons of the commission. As
many as 25 commission
members have also been
appointed.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also tweeted on
Thursday, congratulating
Jaswant Saini on being made
the chairman of the panel.
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Lucknow (PNS): An 18-
year-old Dalit girl alleged
that she was molested by a
worker of a private hospital
where she was admitted for
treatment. The incident took
place in the wee hours of
Wednesday in Mathura’s
Kotwali Nagar.

The accused, identified
as Shyam Gujjar, has been
booked. He joined the hos-
pital three days ago. The girl
was admitted to the hospital
after she complained of
severe abdominal pain.

After examining her,
doctors gave her a painkiller.
The girl alleged that when
she was half asleep, Shyam
Gujjar allegedly touched her
inappropriately and tried to
molest her. The accused ran
away when the girl hurried-
ly woke up. She informed her
family members about the
incident and a complaint
was lodged.

Police registered an FIR
against Gujjar, who was yet to
be arrested. He was charged
under sections 354/323/504
of IPC along with SC/ST
Act. CO Varun Kumar
assured the girl’s family that
Gujjar would be arrested
soon. The girl’s family said
they wanted the police to
examine the CCTV footage
to gather more evidence
against the accused.
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The Allahabad High Court
on Thursday asked the UP

Government to come up with
a road map for tackling the
COVID-19 pandemic, which it
anticipated is going to “stay for
a long time.”

“We want to know the sta-
tus regarding action you have
taken up till now to meet the
challenge of this pandemic. It

appears that this virus is going
to stay with us for long. What
is your plan for the future,
unseen challenges?” a bench
comprising Chief Justice Sanjay
Yadav and Justice Prakash
Padia asked AAG Manish
Goyal, who was appearing for
the state.

The bench made it clear
that it would not take an adver-
sarial view in a public interest
matter and was inclined to

grant more time to the state to
come up with an action plan.

“State is doing its duty. We
cannot interfere in policy mat-
ters. There is no timeline which
can be fixed for the state. Is
there any timeline for the
virus?” the chief justice
remarked when intervenors in
the matter sought time-bound
directions.

The bench also observed
that citizens were not adhering

to Covid protocol and were
often found violating social
distancing rules, masking
norms, etc. It added that when
action was taken against such
erring people by the local
police, there was unnecessary
hue-cry on social media.

“When the police take
action, it becomes a subject on
your social media and it is crit-
icised like anything,” Chief
Justice Yadav observed.
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Lucknow (PNS): Four cops,
including an inspector, were
suspended after DGP HC
Awasthi reacted strongly to a
video clip showing a cop ‘wear-
ing’ a plastic stool as a helmet
and another holding a wood-
en basket cover as a shield went
viral on social media Thursday.

Awasthi sought a detailed
report in this regard from the
Unnao SP besides ordering a
probe into the matter.
Interestingly, Samajwadi Party
chief and former CM Akhilesh
shared the clip and 
questioned the preparations
of the UP Police to deal with
an eventuality.  

According to reports, the
incident took place on
Wednesday when residents of
Akrampur in Unnao staged a
protest over the death of two
youths in a road accident. The
police team, including riot
police and other security forces
— some of whom were armed
— reached the spot to disperse
the protesters but the situation
spiralled out of control and the
villagers indulged in stone-
pelting. Reports said that 18
policemen were injured.

Amidst the violence, a
four-second clip showing a
cop ‘wearing’ a plastic stool as
a helmet and another holding
a wooden basket cover as a

shield was widely shared on
social media on Thursday.

Other clips showed a fierce
clash between the police and
villagers. The villagers had
occupied one side of the main
road. Yet another clip showed
cops thrashing villagers with
batons. The viral video caught
the attention of the DGP who
demanded an explanation
from the Unnao SP and sus-
pended an SHO. The UP
Police posted a statement on
Twitter, saying an explanation
has been sought from local
officials.

“Elaborate SOP and suffi-
cient riot gear have been given
to all districts to deal with any
eventuality. Despite intelli-
gence inputs in Unnao, the
police force was ill-equipped,
for which the DGP sought an
explanation from the officers
concerned,” the police said.

Meanwhile, Lucknow
Range Inspector General
Lakshmi Singh tweeted that
Kotwali Sadar inspector in-
charge Dinesh Mishra, police
outpost in-charge of
Magarwara, and two consta-
bles have been suspended for
laxity and incompetence. A
clarification has been sought
from the CO and the investi-
gation has been given to the
Rae Bareli ASP, the IG said.
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Even as the BJP and Shiv Sena workers clashed
over a scathing article in ‘Saamana’ over the

alleged irregularities in the land purchase, BJP
MP from Unnao Sakshi Maharaj and seers in
Ayodhya threw their weight behind the
Ramjanmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust, saying
the deal was transparent.

“If Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh
Yadav or Aam Aadmi Party leader Sanjay
Singh  suspect a scam in the Ayodhya land deal,
they are free to withdraw the donations made
by them by showing their donation receipts,” the
BJP MP said in Unnao on Thursday. Sakshi
Maharaj said those who are raising questions
now are the same people who had opposed the
construction of the temple in Ayodhya.

The BJP MP said that the allegations
regarding a scam in the purchase of land were
baseless. Champat Rai of the Trust has dedicat-
ed his entire life to Lord Ram and it was crime
to accuse such a person of fraud, he said.

Meanwhile in Ayodhya, Mahant Paramhans
Das of Tapasvi Cantonment alleged that AAP
and SP leaders approached him and offered a
bribe to give a statement against the
Ramjanmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust. Sant
Paramhans Das issued a letter on Thursday, say-
ing that the leaders of Aam Aadmi Party and
Congress offered him Rs 2 crore to oppose the
Trust and BJP over the land deal row. The seer
also accused Jagatguru Swaroopanand Saraswati
saying that the Aam Aadmi Party, SP and
Congress paid him Rs 50 crore for making state-
ments against the Trust and BJP.
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Amidst controversy over the
alleged meeting of Uttar

Pradesh Congress president
Ajay Kumar Lallu and media
chairman of UPCC
Naseemudin Siddiqui with
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, the party workers and
leaders staged a protest against
“irregularities” in the purchase
of land by Shree Ram Mandir
Trust in Ayodhya.

Meanwhile, amidst specu-
lations regarding Lallu and
Siddiqui quitting the Congress,
the workers and leaders staged
a demonstration at all district
headquarters in Uttar Pradesh
demanding a probe into the
alleged corruption in the pur-
chase of land by Shree Ram
Mandir Trust in Ayodhya.

The party leaders, led by
district president Ved Prakash
Tripathi and city presidents
Ajay Srivastava ‘Ajju’ and
Dilpreet Singh, were going to
give a memorandum to the
President of India through the
district magistrate of Lucknow
when they were intercepted by
the police. As they tried to
move ahead, the cops used
force after which the
Congressmen staged a sit-in in
front of the Health Directorate.

The cops caned the work-
ers to disperse them and also
arrested several of them,
including Tripathi, Srivastava
and Singh. Through their
memorandum, the party
demanded that the matter be

investigated under the supervi-
sion of a Supreme Court judge
and the guilty be brought to the
books.

Earlier this week, former
UPA minister Jitin Prasada left
the Congress to join BJP.
Demanding immediate
removal of Lallu from the
party, former MLC Siraj
Mehdi claimed that at the
behest of Priyanka Gandhi’s
secretary Sandeep Singh, ten
veteran Congress leaders,
including him, were expelled
from the party without any
reason. He said that more

than a year and a half has
passed since then but none of
the expelled leaders met any
other party leader in search of
greener pastures as they were
committed Congressmen, but
now those leading the party in
the biggest state going to polls
just few months from now
met the SP chief to look for
lucrative alternatives.

“The party is already at
the bottom and at least now,
Sonia Gandhi should identify
those who care for the
Congress and others who are
playing into other parties’

hands to finish the oldest
political outfit,” Mehdi said,
demanding immediate
removal of Lallu to save the
Congress.

Sources said that an Urdu
daily published a news report
that Lallu and Siddiqui met
Akhilesh Yadav and the
UPCC chief made no denial in
this regard. A senior party
leader, however, claimed that
the two met Yadav at the
behest of Priyanka Gandhi,
who is once again looking for
an alliance with the SP for the
2022 assembly elections.
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Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) supremo
Mayawati continued her tirade
against the Samajwadi Party on
Thursday after several sus-
pended MLAs met SP presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav in
Lucknow on Tuesday.

“The SP is in such a terri-
ble condition that the MLAs
who have now been expelled
from the BSP are being asked
to join the cycle party by
Akhilesh himself just to remain
in the media,” Mayawati said.

Taking to Twitter on
Thursday, the BSP chief said:
“The condition of the SP has
become so bad that in order to
remain in the media, even for-
mer MLAs and small workers
who have become ineffective
and expelled from BSP are
being called by its chief him-
self.”In the next tweet, she
added, “It seems that the SP
chief is no longer having faith
in his local leaders.” On
Wednesday too, the BSP supre-
mo had lambasted the SP for
trying to portray a split in the
BSP. The expelled BSP MLAs in
question are Hakim Lal Bind,
Vandana Singh, Ramveer
Upadhyay, Anil Kumar Singh,
Aslam Rayani, Aslam Ali,
Mujtaba Siddiqui, Hargovind
Bhargava and Sushma Patel.
They were expelled ahead of
the Rajya Sabha polls in
October 2020 as they were
accused of collaborating with
the SP in a bid to defeat BSP
candidate Ramji Gautam.
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With the Archaeological
Survey of India monuments

re-opening on Thursday after
corona curbs were eased,
Hussainabad & Allied Trust
(HAT) secretary and ADM
(Trans-Gomti) Vishwabhushan
Mishra said 692 visitors thronged
the Asafi Imambara while 65 peo-
ple visited the Chhota Imambara.
Forty people also visited the
Picture Gallery on Thursday.
Besides, 140 visitors turned up at
the Residency.

Junior conservation assistant
(ASI) Ram Vriksh Yadav said it
was a low turnout at the Residency
as they would usually get almost
700 visitors in a day. “There were
mainly the local visitors and we
allowed only those people who
were wearing masks. We also had
a thermal scanning machine in
keeping with the Covid protocol,”
he said. A senior tourism official

said there would be only local vis-
itors to these monuments for now
as there were no international or
domestic tourists in these pan-
demic times. “It would take 
some time before tourism picks
up,” he said.

District Magistrate Abhishek
Prakash had issued instructions

that only those  ASI heritage
monuments which are not in the
containment zones would be open.

“Instructions have been given
for the use of e-tickets and digital
payments. There are separate
entry/exit gates and group photog-
raphy has been prohibited,” a dis-
trict administration official said.
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Uttar Pradesh has received  177
per cent surplus rains since the

onset of monsoon. As per the Met
records, UP has received 4.7 mm
rainfall as compared to 3.3 mm
which it usually receives by this
time. Amongst the districts which
have received good rainfal l ,
Chandauli has received 22 mm rain-
fall as against the normal 0.9 mm,
Deoria has received 33 mm rainfall
as against the normal 3.7 mm,
Lakhimpur Kheri has received 21.3
mm rainfall as against the normal 3.3
mm  and Kushinagar has received
21.5 mm rainfall as against the nor-
mal 5.2 mm.

However, in Lucknow,  0.1 mm
rainfall has been received as against
the normal 2.3 mm. Met director JP
Gupta said that Uttar Pradesh has
received 177 per cent surplus rains.
He said the southwest monsoon
would arrive in Lucknow in the next
three to four days.

According to the Met depart-
ment, the southwest monsoons has
not moved further. “A cyclonic cir-
culation lies over east UP and neigh-
bourhoods in the lower levels. A
western disturbance is seen as a
trough in mid and upper tropospher-
ic westerlies,” an official said.

Large-scale atmospheric condi-

tions are not favourable for further
advancement of the monsoon in
Rajasthan and the remaining parts of
Gujarat, Punjab, Haryana and Delhi.

“However, there could be slow
progress into some more parts of
Uttar Pradesh during the next five
days in association with the existing
cyclonic circulation over east UP in
the lower levels. The northern limit
of monsoon  continues to pass
through Diu, Surat, Nandurbar,
Bhopal,  Nowgong,  Hamirpur,
Barabanki, Bareilly, Saharanpur,
Ambala and Amritsar,” the officials
pointed out.

Dr Vibhuti Rai from the Geology
department Lucknow University said
that Lucknow and surrounding areas
did not have this much rains in the
month of May, and that the coming
days would see good rains and good
crops.

“UP witnessed a merging of the
cyclonic system both from the Bay of
Bengal and earlier from the Arabian
Sea. We had the cloud cover in the
month of May which continues even
now. In the earlier years, mid-June
used to be extremely hot conditions
and during May, Uttar Pradesh has
never seen so much of rains in the
last many years. This excess rains is
because of the two cyclonic systems
and these two cyclones which came
one after another,” he pointed out.
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The state government is
implementing the cluster

approach to boost vaccina-
tions in rural areas from July 1
onwards, according to State
Immunisation Officer  Dr Ajay
Ghai. A government order has
already been issued in this
regard and a pilot project will
be carried out in some blocks
of the state from June 21
onwards.

Dr Ghai said it would be
carried out for the first time in
Uttar Pradesh. “Each block in
the district will be divided into
a cluster and vaccination will be
carried out in a cluster of 10-
12 villages at a time. This is a
near to home approach. The
vaccination drive is underway
at the CHCs and 2-3 CHCs
cover approximately 2 lakh
people. Those who are closer to
the hospital find it easy but
there are others not able to
reach the vaccination centres
due to some reasons. These
people will benefit from the
cluster approach. If they can’t
come to us, we will go to
them,” Dr Ghai said.

He said there was a feed-
back about the rural population
not going for vaccinations and
hence the cluster approach was
being adopted.

“IEC activities will be car-
ried out in the villages to
spread awareness and vaccines
will be administered in
schools, Anganwadi centres or
panchayat houses, or wherev-
er there is space available. We
will have about 15-20 vaccina-
tion centres covering 1,000-
1,500 people of one village,” he
added.

The total doses adminis-
tered in the state till now are
2.42 crore. Approximately 2.04
crore people have been given
the first dose while 39 lakh peo-

ple have been fully vaccinated.
Dr Ghai said that the gap

between the women and men
getting the jabs is still big and
that is why they made two pink
booths in each district.

Meanwhile, a total of
11,77,461 vaccine doses have
been given in Lucknow so far.
While 1,18,938 doses have
been administered to health
workers, 1,03,089 doses have
been given to frontline work-
ers, 3,27,376 doses to those in
the 45+ category, 1,80,057
doses to the 60+ category and
3,57,197 doses to the 18-44 cat-
egory. As many as 20,382 peo-
ple in the 18-44 category have
been fully vaccinated.

A senior official from the
CMO office admitted that there
was no estimation of how
many were administered the
vaccine in the rural areas and
how many were administered
the vaccine in the urban areas.

“This is because the bookings
take place through the Cowin
portal and several times people
in the urban areas take a slot in
the rural areas. There is a  mix
and merge at the rural and the
urban Vaccination Centres.
However, currently the people
are opting for vaccination cen-
tres closest to their houses” he
said.

Meanwhile, a senior official
from the Health department
said that the frontline workers
are really working hard to
ensure that people in the rural
areas get vaccinated.

“There are some areas in
the state such as Bundelkhand
where the number of vaccinat-
ed people is less, and a lot of
work has been done to expedite
the drive in this area,” the offi-
cial said.

Nodal officer for Covid
immunisation at KGMU, Dr
Nishant Verma said they have

administered 53,000 doses so
far, including 37,000 first doses.

“The maximum vaccina-
tion has been done in the
healthcare category,” he point-
ed out. Commenting on the
pace of vaccination, he said that
in the 45+ category, they have
almost reached the saturation
point and hence fewer people
are turning up for vaccination.

Dr Verma said they still fol-
low the protocols and the ben-
eficiaries are observed for half
an hour.

Dr Vineeta Shukla from
RMLIMS said they have vacci-
nated a total of 51,288 people
so far. “Our team has done a
good job and there has been no
wastage,” she added.

Meanwhile, at the vaccina-
tion camp which was set up at
the Naka Hindola Gurudwara,
215 people were vaccinated in
the 18-44 category while 58 in
the 45+ category.
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Devanshi Verma, a Class

VIII student of City
Monte ss or i
S c h o o l ,
A l i g a n j
Campus I, has
won the
R am anuj an
M a t h s
Scholarship at
national level.
Around 33,000 students from
over 200 prestigious schools
participated in the competi-
tion organised by
Countingwell (Bengluru).
Devanshi excelled with her
mathematical skills and got a
place among the top-9 win-
ners. The scholarship includes
Rs 10,000 in cash, along with

a one-year subscription to
maths learning app
‘Countingwell Premium’.
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Kuldeep Kumar from the

department of Physics,
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
Central University, was award-
ed doctorate degree after online
viva exam during this COVID-
19 pandemic. BBAU
spokesperson Rachna Gangwar
said Kumar has done research
on humidity, LPG and carbon
dioxide sensors based on
graphene-based carbon nano
material. “With the help of
these sensors, the minimum
level of LPG and carbon diox-
ide present in the atmosphere
can be detected,” she said.

Lucknow (PNS): A toy train
will be provided to Janeshwar
Mishra Park soon. The decision
to run the toy train was taken
at the fifth board meeting of
Janeshwar Mishra Park on
Thursday. The meeting  was
presided over by the principal
secretary, housing, and it also
saw the presence of Divisional
Commissioner Ranjan Kumar
and District Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash. The board
passed the proposal of an
income of  Rs 11.70  crore for
the management, security and

operations of the park. It was
further said that 20,000 saplings
would be planted under the
mass plantation programme.
There will be 15,000 saplings of
fruit-bearing trees.

Ornamental saplings will
also be planted in the various
gardens of the park to conserve
the environment and attract
tourists. It was also decided that
a proposal should be made for
dividing the park into two
parts and outsourcing it for
maintenance, looking into its
vast size.

Lucknow (PNS): The office-bearers of Uttar Pradesh
Junior High School (Pre-Secondary) Teachers’
Association gave a memorandum to the Basic
Shiksha Adhikari (BSA), demanding that the issues
of teachers be resolved at the earliest, failing which
they would be forced to take to agitational means.

Co-convener of the association Sudhir Sehgal said
that a 4-member committee met the BSA and hand-
ed over a 7-point memorandum to him on Thursday.
He said the demands include early payment of funds
to the teachers who have retired. “In some cases, even
pension has not been released, pushing the retired
teachers into penury. We have also demanded that

the process to finalise the pay scale of teachers be
expedited. If there is any shortcoming in the letter,
it should be immediately informed to the teacher con-
cerned,” he said. Among other demands, the associ-
ation claimed that 50 per cent payment for Junior
High School uniforms for the year 2019-20 is pend-
ing and the same should be released. They also said
that receipts should be given by the BSA’s office when
it receives an application. They also demanded that
all teachers should be vaccinated on priority basis.

District convener Prabhakar Mishra and mem-
bers Anjay Das & Sanjay Pandey were also part of the
delegation.
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Lucknow (PNS): Thieves made off with cash and
ornaments worth lakhs of rupees from the house of
a former zila panchayat member in Banthra and a close
confidante of Defene Minister Rajnath Singh. The
complainant, Rajesh Singh Chauhan of Harauni vil-
lage in the area, is also the president of Transport
Welfare Association.

As per police, the thieves entered the house
through a dilapidated structure behind. The thieves
rummaged through the rooms on the second floor and
then reached the rooms first floor. They decamped
with ornaments worth Rs 50 lakh, Rs 3,000 in cash
and other items.

When Chauhan woke up on Thursday morning,
he found a room’s lock broken. As he went inside, he
saw articles lying strewn across the floor.

Senior police officers reached the scene and
pressed a dog squad into service, but they failed to
get any clue.

It surfaced during investigation that the thieves
had covered the high-mast lamp installed in the back-
yard of Chauhan’s house. 

Meanwhile, a day after the murderous assault on
a jeweler in Bijnor (Sarojininagar), police detained sev-
eral suspects but failed to get any clue about the attack-
ers. Earlier, four teams were formed to crack the case.
The police scanned footages of several CCTV cam-
eras to get a clue about the accused.

The condition of the injured jeweller, Narendra,
improved on Thursday. While the police said that the
jeweller was attacked over some personal enmity, the
family said they had no rivalry with anyone.

On Wednesday, Narendra was attacked when he,
his wife Vinod Kumari and their servant Akash were
at the shop. Sources said Narendra was seen lifting a
bench in self-defence as the attackers whipped out pis-
tols soon after entering the shop. Akash was also seen
scuffling with one of the miscreants. One of the mis-
creants opened fire on Narendra and both fled the
scene.
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Uttar Pradesh has become investors’
favourite destination as in the last three-

and-a-half years, the state has received 98
investment proposals worth Rs 13,408.19
crore (over Rs 134 billion) in the manufac-
turing sector, according to a government
spokesperson. “Big industrialists are invest-
ing in infrastructure, food processing, tex-
tile, electronic manufacturing, real estate,
power and manufacturing sectors in UP,” the
spokesman said here on Thursday.

According to the statistics released by
the department of Industrial Development,
the 98 investment proposals worth Rs
13,408.19 crore in the manufacturing sec-
tor include ten proposals worth Rs 4,250
crore from foreign investors and 88  from
domestic companies for setting up large
manufacturing units in the state that would
generate 22,028 jobs.

“The UP government has provided land
to 66 out of 88 industrialists for establish-
ing their manufacturing units. Most of these
industrialists have completed the construc-
tion of their units and started production
as well. Apart from this, 26 major industri-
alists are moving ahead with their plans to
set up firms, the government official said.

According to the official, Covestro IP is set-
ting up a plastic manufacturing unit in
Gautam Buddha Nagar (Noida) at the cost
of Rs 800 crore. Similarly, UltraTech
Company is setting up a cement factory in
Prayagraj at the cost of Rs 600 crore.
Sparsh Industries Private Limited and
Rimjhim Ispat have invested Rs 600 crore
and Rs 550 crore, respectively, in Kanpur
Dehat. DCM Shriram is setting up a sugar
mill in Hardoi at the cost of Rs 361 crore
while Kent RO Systems Ltd has invested Rs
300 crore in Gautam Buddha Nagar and
PTC Industries Ltd has invested Rs 205 crore
in Lucknow. Similarly, MM Forgings Pvt Ltd
has invested Rs 150 crore in Barabanki and
Password Papers has invested Rs 351 crore
in Meerut. Silverstone is setting up a paper
mill in Muzaffarnagar at the cost of Rs 180
crore. “All these companies have also start-
ed production,” the official said.

Besides, Kanodia Group is investing Rs
1200 crore in Amethi and JK Cement
Limited Rs 650 crore in Aligarh to set up a
cement factory.

“All these investments are taking place
in UP due to the industries-friendly policies
of the government and the reciprocation by
industrialists through investments to accel-
erate development in the state,” he said.

According to the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI), the transparency of  the Yogi gov-
ernment’s policies is the main reason for ris-
ing investments in the state. The launch of
a single-window system for facilitating
various clearances and certification by the
government to expedite setting up of facto-
ries has made the task of industrialists has-
sle-free and easier.

“Now, industrialists no longer have to
run from pillar to post to set up a firm unlike
during the previous governments,” he said,
adding that the introduction of an online
system has brought about transparency into
the dealings and transactions.

The ‘No Objection Certificates’
(NOCs) have been given to 3,52,098
industries through Nivesh Mitra portal so
far. On the changed environment regard-
ing investment in the state, FICCI state
chief Amit Gupta said that the previous
governments in UP never addressed the
issue seriously and therefore, entrepreneurs
lost trust in them. On the contrary, the
industrialists have full faith in Yogi’s lead-
ership because he makes only those
promises which he fulfils, Gupta said. The
industrialists are investing in UP despite the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Incessant rain right from very
early morning paralysed nor-

mal life in the city and its
adjoining areas. It left dozens
of main markets and localities
water-logged, exposing the tall
claims of the administration
and the municipal corporation
of having made all arrange-
ments before the arrival of
monsoon.

After a long time, this year
the monsoon has arrived in this
belt of Purvanchal (eastern
UP) at least four days ahead of
its scheduled arrival between
June 18 and 24.

The incessant rain
increased the woes of the res-
idents as not only the roads in
dozens of localities were water-
logged but water also entered
several houses, causing a lot of
inconveniences to the people.

However, the rain has
brought smiles on the faces of
paddy growers as they hope to
start the sowing for the Kharif
crops in time this year after a
long time. The trans-Ganga
Chandauli district and its
adjoining areas are known as
the rice bowl of the state and
recently, it exported a good
quantity of rice to many coun-
tries.

Incessant rains not only
lashed the Varanasi city but
almost all the areas in this

region as by 8 am the local
office of Central Water
Commission (CWC) reported
that Varanasi had received 24.8
mm, Ghazipur 58.2 mm, Ballia
33.2 mm and Jaunpur 15.6
mm rainfall.

The rain continued till the
evening hours in Varanasi and
other places and it was heavier
than the city had received two
days ago when 82.6 mm rain-
fall was recorded.

Due to rain, not only
Andhrapul underpass but also
many other areas were water-
logged. There was heavy water-
logging in front of Varanasi
Junction (Cantonment) and
Varanasi City railway station.
Vehicular movement on even
old GT Road connecting the
city to Pt Deen Dayal Nagar
(Mughalsarai) slowed down as
there was heavy water-logging
near Pillikothi, Golgadda and

many other places.
Vehicles especially two-

wheelers and three-wheelers
were seen stranded at many
underpasses and other places
including Andhrapul,
Chowkaghat and in Adampura
area. Besides, there was heavy
water-logging in main markets
at Godowlia, Dashashwamedh,
Nai Sarai, Luxa, Teliabagh,
Maidagin, Ravindrapuri
Colony, Sigra, Mahmoorganj

and many other areas.
With the sewer lines

choked, the overflowing water
entered houses in several
colonies in Mahmoorganj,
Shivpurva, Ravindrapuri
Colony, Chittupura, Nagwa
and other areas.

In view of the heavy rain,
Municipal Commissioner
Gurang Rathi and other senior
officials of Varanasi Nagar
Nigam officers visited

Andhrapul and other places to
see the condition and on their
instructions, water pumps were
used at some places to pump
out water. Besides, desilting
machines were also used to
clear the choked sewage lines
at Andhrapul.

The situation in many
areas, where desilting of nullahs
and drains could not be com-
pleted in time, turned from bad
to worse and at many places,
the silt removed from drains
and dumped at roadside, was
washed back by rain to the
drains again, wasting all the
efforts made so far.

Rain not only disrupted
power and telephone services
in many areas but also affect-
ed the train, flights and bus ser-
vices. Due to water-logging at
Kashi bus depot, the passengers
faced a lot of inconveniences.
The condition at Varanasi
Junction and Cantonment bus
depot was also not good due to
water-logging.

The incessant rain also
affected air services as nine
flights, including 6E-641,G8-
1404,SG-3755, G8-182 (all
from Delhi), G8-511, 6E-349
(both from Mumbai), 6E-915
(Hyderabad), G8-408
(Bengaluru) and G8-953
(Ahmedabad), were cancelled
while AI-406 and UL-3612
(both from Delhi) and 6E-
5349 (Mumbai) arrived late.
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Uttar Pradesh Congress
Committee (UPCC) pres-

ident Ajay Kumar Lallu on
Thursday criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
poor development in Varanasi.

Inspecting the water-
logged areas along with senior
party leaders, Lallu said that on
the development issue, the
prime minister had misled the
people of his parliamentary
constituency by showing them
a false dream of making the city
as Kyoto.

Talking to reporters in an
informal chat while walking in
water-logged areas near Piplani
Katra, the UPCC chief said that
nothing was done for the
improvement of the sewage
system in Varanasi as rain
water had entered several hous-
es. Asking the prime minister
whether the development in
Varanasi was on Gujarat model,
Lallu said if it was so then UP
did not want such unplanned
development.

Earlier, interacting with
the local traders at Paradkar
Bhawan, the Congress leader
said that due to the wrong poli-
cies of the government, most of
the small industries had closed
down and many traders bur-
dened with debts had commit-
ted suicide.

“All types of small indus-
tries have been completely
destroyed, especially in the
name of Kyoto, but the local
MP (prime minister) has
deceived the people, leaving the
city today in a bad shape,” he
said, while hitting out at the
Central government for the
sky-rocketing prices of petrol
and diesel as well as mustard
oil. “The farmers are suffering

due to the collapse of the
Mandi system as they are not
getting remunerative prices for
the crops. The farmers’ income
has not been doubled. Today,
the farmers are angry as three
black laws have been imposed
on them,” the UPCC chief
said, adding that the Bharatiya
Janata Party had not fulfilled
even a single promise and the
youth were cheated in the
name of providing employ-
ment.

According to Lallu, the
main agenda of this govern-
ment is false propaganda
through its marketing and
media branding whereas its
work on the ground is equal to
zero.

“The BJP government has
lost its credibility in the eyes of
the public due to discrimina-
tion in society and vindictive
action against the opposition.
People's hopes of ‘acche din'
have been shattered. Now only
a few days are left for the
assembly elections to be held in
2022, BJP's departure is cer-
tain,” he said, adding that only
the Congress was fighting for
the interests of the traders.

Former minister Ajay Rai
said that the small and medi-
um businessmen were the most
harassed as the government
was being run by a few capital-
ists. He said there was a big
scam in the purchase of land by
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust in Ayodhya.

Prominent among others
present in the meeting were
former MP Dr Rajesh Mishra,
Congress state vice-president
Vishwavijay Singh, party’s dis-
trict chief Rajeshwar Patel, city
president Raghavendra
Choubey, Durga Prasad Gupta
and Sitaram Keshari.
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Uttar Pradesh Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Tourism, Culture, Religious

Affairs and Protocol, Dr Neelkanth Tiwari, has
directed the Varanasi Nagar Nigam officials,
including the municipal commissioner and
nagar swasthya adhikari, to take immediate steps

to pump out water from water-logged areas by
installing pumps.

Heavy rains on Thursday left many areas
water-logged in the city.

In a telephonic talk with the municipal com-
missioner, the minister said if the rain water in
water-logged areas was not draining out itself,
it should be pumped out immediately by

installing pumps so that the people did not face
much problems.

The municipal commissioner informed the
minister that water pumps had already been
installed at six places while their installation at
three other areas is in process. 

Apart from this, he said, wherever there
was a problem in the drainage of water, action

would be taken to pump out water by installing
a pump.

Tiwari also directed the nagar nigam’s
health officer to ensure cleanliness wherever
there was filth in the streets due to heavy
rains. He said that special care should be taken
so that the residents did not face any inconve-
nience.
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The election of chairperson
of Varanasi Zila Panchayat

will be held on July 3 and the
result will be announced the
same day.

Additional District
Magistrate (E) Ranvijay Singh
has been appointed as the
assistant district election offi-
cer.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Samajwadi Party
(SP) have already announced
their candidates for this pres-
tigious post even before the
announcement of the election
schedule.

As per the notification
issued by District Magistrate
Kaushal Raj Sharma, who is the
district electoral officer, the
nomination papers can be
obtained from the district elec-
tion office (Panchayat) in Vikas
Bhawan. The nomination will
be filed on June 26 from 11:00
am to 3:00 pm and the papers
will be scrutinised thereafter.

The candidate can with-
draw the nomination on June
29 from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm,
and the election will be con-
ducted on July 3 from 11:00 am
to 3:00 pm and afterwards the
counting will be taken up and
the result will be announced
the same day.

The entire election process,
from filing of nomination
papers to the counting of votes,

will be held at Rifle Club in the
premises of district collec-
torate. Sharma has appointed
the ADM-E Ranvijay Singh as
the assistant district election
officer to ensure smooth elec-
tion process. 

It may be mentioned here
that the post of chairman of
Varanasi Zila Panchayat is
reserved for women candi-
dates of the Other Backward
Classes (OBC).

The election shall be as per
the proportional system by
single transferable vote. There
are 40 members in Varanasi
Zila Panchayat and they will
elect their chairperson.

The BJP has announced
the name of Punam Maurya as
its candidate for the post.
President of the ruling party's
Kashi Prant unit, Mahesh
Chandra Srivastava, has
claimed that the BJP has max-
imum members in the Zila
Panchayat house and will man-
age the magic figure of 21 to
win the seat with the support
of independents and like-
minded parties. He said the
party would succeed in retain-
ing the seat.

On the other hand, the
Samajwadi Party has
announced the name of
Chanda Yadav as its candidate
for this post and its leaders
claimed that the party had 16
members in the 40-member
Zila Panchayat. SP district pres-

ident Sujit Yadav also claimed
that the party had the support
of independents besides the
other opposition parties and
exuded confidence to wrest
the seat from the BJP.

The seat of Varanasi Zila
Panchayat chairperson has
been held by the BJP for the
maximum times. The seat
remained with the BJP from
1996 to 2005 during which its
leaders Udai Nath Singh (1996
to 1997), Sankatha Patel (1997
to 2000) and Kiran Patel (2000
to 2005) were the chairperson.

Earlier, the seat was won by
Jawahar Lal Jaiswal of the
Congress and he remained
chairman from 1989 to 1995.
Kanhaiya Lal Gupta of the SP
was chairman from 1995 to
1996. The SP again won the
seat again when its leader
Suchita Patel was elected chair-
person for one year (2008 to
2009) but Apna Dal leader
Anil Patel wrested the seat
with the support of the BJP and
he was chairman from 2009 to
2011.

Bahujan Samaj Party leader
Madhukar Patel was chairper-
son from 2011 to 2012 and
afterwards, BJP leader Sujit
Kumar Singh occupied the
seat.

In the election held in
2016,, SP leader Aprajita
Sonkar won the seat but after
the change of the guard in the
state, she joined the BJP.
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In view of the possible threat
of the third wave of COVID-

19, the district administration
on Thursday got more than
12,000 medicine kits from
the state government for
distribution among the asymp-
tomatic children below 12
years.

The preparations to tackle
the third wave of COVID-19,
which is likely to affect the chil-
dren most as per expert, have
already been started  and as
part of it the state government
has provided more than 12,000
COVID-19 medicine kits to the
district administration, Chief
Medical Officer Dr VB Singh
said, adding, the medicine kits

would be distributed among
the asymptomatic children who

were below 12 years by the
monitoring committee as per

the direction of District
Magistrate Kaushal Raj

Sharma.
Dr Singh said the medical

kits contained medicines for
children up to the age of 12
years as per the age category
and advised the parents to
give the medicines to the wards
after consulting doctors and
experts.

Additional Chief Medical
Officer Dr Sanjay Rai said the
COVID-19 medicine kits
would be distributed in all
eight blocks and 125 wards of
the district by 694 monitoring
committees. 

He said the state govern-
ment had provided a total of
12,285 medicine kits to the dis-
trict and assured of making
more kits available in the days
to come.
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Varanasi (PNS): The
Varanasi district continued
recording a decrease in
COVID-19 cases on Thursday.

Six people tested positive
for novel coronavirus infection
during the past 24 hours, tak-
ing the tally of confirmed cases
to 82,138, as per the figures
released by the Health depart-
ment on Thursday evening.

With no COVID-19 deaths
during the last 24 hours, the
death toll remained at 771.

As many as 21 COVID-19

patients recovered during the
past 24 hours -- 13 in home iso-
lation and eight in hospitals.
With this, 81,166 COVID-19
patients have been cured in the
district – 74,899 in home iso-
lation and 6,267 in Covid hos-
pitals. The vaccination drive
continued on Thursday at 141
vaccination centres, including
88 for people above 45 years, 53
for those between 18 and 44
years of age. Besides, Covid
vaccine was administered at
eight centres for working

employees aged between 18
and 44 years, three for parents
of children up to the age of 12
and two for working women.
Besides, drivers of commercial
vehicles were vaccinated at a
booth set up at RTO office in
Babatpur and street vendors in
a special booth at community
health centre (CHC) at
Chaukaghat. The physically
challenged people were vacci-
nated at a special vaccination
booth at ESIC Hospital in
Pandeypur.
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Now 200 villages will witness devel-
opment with their inclusion in the

Prayagraj Municipal Corporation lim-
its. The municipal corporation will
spend Rs 55 crore on drains, road-drain
repair, construction and repair of roads.

Maximum Rs 5 crore will be spent
in Jhunsi Nagar panchayat area. Rs 15
crore will be spent on street lights (LED)
to illuminate the extended areas at night.
It is also proposed to install new street
light pillars where needed. The work is
set to be completed in the first half of
this financial year.

On December 31, 2019, the govern-
ment had notified the inclusion of 207
villages adjoining Naini, Jhunsi,
Phaphamau and Kaushambi in the

Prayagraj municipal limits. There was
a long gap in its denotification. On
November 20 last year, all the villages
were de-notified. The reason was the
allocation to the village heads and the
expenditure of the government's bud-
get. After the money was spent, the limit
extension was completed.

Then development was hampered
due to panchayat elections. Just
before the elections, the Kaushambi
administration again conducted the
election of pradhans in seven villages,
due to which these villages are being
considered outside the municipal lim-
its.

After the panchayat elections, the
work was interrupted in the extended
areas due to the increase in coronavirus
infection. After getting the resolution of

the executive and the consent of the
House, the proposals for development
in all the 200 villages included in the
municipal limits are in the final stage.

According to Chief Engineer Satish
Kumar, new constructions are proposed
by repairing the bad roads in the
extended areas. He said detailed plans
would take shape after getting the pri-
mary work done in all the areas.

There are plans to re-install street
lights in all the villages involved in the
border expansion. The roads will be illu-
minated not only on the main roads but
also inside the villages. New street light
poles will also be installed where need-
ed. The chief engineer said that about
Rs 15 crore would be spent on this
alone.

In the first phase, preparations are

being made to install street lights.
Detailed plans have been made for the
betterment of public facilities in the
extended areas.

Mayor Abhilasha Gupta Nandi said
that in the first phase, preparations were
being made to install street lights and
take up road, drain, pavement construc-
tion and repair works. She said all the
work would be completed in six
months.

Municipal Commissioner Ravi
Ranjan said that a survey of the areas
involved in border expansion had been
done. He said the work of installing
LEDs in the areas which were part of
the city would start soon and at the
same time, the work of connecting
roads and drains, lanes along the main
roads would be taken up.
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Unsuccessful love marriage resulted in
a suicide bid by a 35-year-old woman

who took a leap into the Ganga from
Shastri bridge on Thursday morning.

However, the local boatmen and the
river police divers saved her life and hand-
ed her over to the family members.

Priyanka Kesarwani of Rani Mandi
under the Attarsuiya police station had
married a Jodhpur-based youth against
the wishes of her parents. After some
years, the marriage could not continue
and Priyanka came back to Prayagraj, but
owing to strained relations with the
family, she had to take a separate house.

Owing to this mental ordeal, Priyanka
was depressed and in a fit of depression
she left her house in early morning hours
on Thursday and reached Shastri ridge,
from where she jumped into the Ganga
at 6:30 am.

In the morning hours hundreds of
bathers reach the Ganga for a holy dip,
and the local boatmen and river police
personnel keep a watch on the bathers to
avert any untoward incident.

The bathers, besides the river police
and the local boatmen saw Prinyanka
jumping into the river from the bridge
and rescued her.
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Allahabad (PNS): Due to the erosion in the Ganga
bank at Phaphamau ghat, more dead bodies buried in the
sand during the COVID-19 period are coming out. On
Thursday, after receiving information about three more
bodies coming out of sand on this ghat, the municipal offi-
cials rushed to the spot.

The employees of the municipal corporation cremat-
ed the bodies as per tradition. With this, 24 bodies which
came out of the sand at this ghat, have been cremated so
far.

The bodies have been coming out of sand at the
Phaphamau Ghat since a fortnight after the water level in
the Ganga rose and it rained again. To prevent these bod-
ies from being washed into the river, the municipal cor-
poration is keeping vigil and cremating the buried body
whenever it surfaces due to erosion.

After receiving information on Thursday about three
more bodies coming out of the sand at the ghat, the zonal
officer of the municipal corporation’s Phaphamau Zone,
Neeraj Kumar Singh, along with workers and labourers
reached the spot. They arranged wood and shroud and cre-
mated the bodies as per Hindu rituals and the zonal offi-
cer lit the pyres. The municipal corporation officials said
the erosion of the bank was increasing at the ghat, more
bodies could comet and the dead bodies have been buried
everywhere within a radius of about 500 meters.

The biggest challenge before the municipal adminis-
tration is to prevent the dead bodies from flowing in the
Ganga.
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As many as 19 new cases of
coronavirus infection were

reported in Prayagraj during
the past 24 hours, as per the fig-
ures released by officials on
Thursday.

At the same time, the num-
ber of people recovering from
COVID-19 was less than the
other days.

According to CMO Dr
Prabhakar Rai, the increasing
number of coronavirus infec-
tions has been taken seriously
since Tuesday. 

Within 24 hours, the num-
ber of new COVID-19 cases
has increased from 17 to 19. He
said that about 300 contacts of
the newly-infected people had
been tested.

Along with the general
testing, contact tracing is also
going on.

Twenty COVID-19
patients have been cured dur-
ing the past 24 hours, 18 in
home isolation and two in
hospitals.

.(=C	���������.�	
�
���������'����C	

��&�������

Allahabad (PNS): Two sports
persons, Gurjit Kaur and Nisha of
North Central Railway, are to be
part of Indian Hockey Women
team in the Tokyo Olympics.

They have been selected for
Indian hockey women's team for
participation in the Tokyo
Olympics. Nisha and Gurjeet
Kaur are senior clerks and are
presently posted at Prayagraj.
NCR GM VK Tripathi congratu-
lated Gurjeet and Nisha and
wished good luck to the entire
squad for a brilliant performance
in the upcoming event.

The following Indian Railway
hockey women players have been
selected for Indian hockey women
team for participation in Tokyo
Olympics 2020 : Deep Grace Ekka
(WR), Nikki Pradhan (SER),
Gurjit Kaur (NCR), Nisha (NCR),
Neha (NR), Sushila Chanu (CR),
Monika (CR), Navjot Kaur
(RCF),  Salima Tete (SER),
Navneet Kaur (WR), Lalremsiami
(RCF), Vandana Katriya (CR),
Sharmila (joining under process
in NR).

Allahabad (PNS): Police arrested a
youth who danced with a pistol in his hand
as the orchestra played tunes at a marriage
ceremony in Meja, Vindhyachal.

The police swung into action after a
video showing a youth dancing with a pis-
tol in his hand went viral. After registering
a case against the accused, the police start-
ed searching for him. He was arrested on
Thursday.

It may be pointed out here that a youth
who came with the baarat in Meja's Urnah
village on Tuesday night kept dancing
throughout the night with a pistol in his
hand. The orchestra party was called by the
bride's side. The youth kept waving the

firearm while dancing with the dancer.
When the Meja police got information,

a report was registered against the youth
and a police team was sent to Jigna in
Mirzapur for his arrest. The marriage of the
daughter of Shivkaran, a resident of Urnah
village, was solemnised on Tuesday night.
The baarat came from Jigna in Mirzapur.

Seeing the pistol in his hand, no one
dared to stop the youth. Somehow, the
elders intervened and saved the terrified
dancer with whom the youth kept dancing,
brandishing the pistol. Arun Kumar
Chaturvedi reached the village with a
force and questioned Shivakaran about the
identity of the youth.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Dr Raj

Shekhar, while carrying out an
inspection of the Namami
Gange Project under the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga, said the project was
very close to its objective to
keep the Ganga clean and
sacred.

He said hundreds of mega
projects were being imple-
mented in various places across
the river Ganga to ensure that
untreated sewer and industri-
al waste did not flow into the
Ganga. He said one of the
mega projects was the new 30
MLD sewage treatment plant
(STP) at Panki which was
being constructed under the
Namami Gange project.

The divisional commis-
sioner said the Panki STP was
estimated to cost Rs 100 Cr and
it would have capacity to
process 30 MLD of sewer water.
He said this STP would cover
around 18 square kilometre
area and would help in con-
necting the sewer lines of
around 85,000 households of
South Kanpur, including Panki,
Swaraj Nagar, Gangaganj ,
Ratanpur, Mahaveer Yojana,
Jawahar Puram Yojana and
Kanshiram Colony etc

He visited the work site and
reviewed the progress of the
work on Thursday. 

Dr Shekhar said that as of
now, the around 50 per cent of
the work had been completed
and added that earlier the entire
project was scheduled to be
completed by October, 2021, but
because of Covid curfew it
would be delayed by two
months. He directed the
Namami Gange team and the
authorised body to complete the
pending works by December so
that the benefit of the project
could be extended to the people
of the area as soon as possible.

The divisional commis-
sioner also directed the gener-
al manager and project manag-
er to expedite the process for
obtaining no objection certifi-
cates (NOC) from Railways
and National Highway
Authority of India and also for
getting independent 24 hours
dedicated power supply for
the next three to four months
so that the project could be
completed by December end.

He also directed the Jal
Nigam general manager and
project manager to go for a
plantation drive between July
and August and plant trees
across the boundary wall so
that an important step toward
nature’s conservation could be
ensured under Namami Gange.

The divisional commis-
sioner was accompanied by
the GM general manager, pro-
ject manager and engineer of
NMCG.
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Kanpur Nursing Homes
Association president Dr

MK Saraogi said that the gov-
ernment had granted sanction
to private hospitals to vaccinate
people.

He said 10 private hospitals
had been granted permission to
vaccinate people at the fixed
charges. He said the vaccines
which were being sanctioned
would have to be utilised latest
by June 30.

Dr Saraogi said in view of
the slow vaccination going on
in the city and keeping in view
the genuine problems of the
people, the government had
decided to allow private hospi-
tals to carry out vaccination at

their hospitals.
He said the people coming

to private hospitals would
have to pay Rs 1,250 for one
dose of Covaxin and Rs 150
as vaccination fee and Rs
630 for Covishield dose
along with Rs 150 as vaccina-
tion fee.

He said the 10 hospitals
which had been granted per-
mission to administer Covid
vaccine were Naraina Medical
College, New Leelamani
Hospital, Prakhar Hospital,
Panacea Hospital, Dhanvantri
Hospital, Kanpur Medical
Centre, JL Rohtagi Hospital,
Ratnadeep Hospital, GTB
Hospital and Raksha Hospital.

SNCU at Dufferin:
Meanwhile, the special new-

born care unit (SNCU)) will
soon be added to the hospital
at the New OPD block where
a 20-bed SNCU was under
construction. 

It will admit children below
five years of age. 

Chief Medical
Superintendent Dr Seema
Srivastava said this SNCU
would tentatively be ready by
December 2021 and would
have well equipped beds, ven-
tilators and photometry
machines for proper treatment
of children.

She said on an average,
Dufferin Hospital had around
two dozen births every day
and thus it would be well
equipped to treat infants and
newborns.
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In a daylight incident, armed miscreants bru-
tally beat up an elderly couple and escaped

after looting their cash and valuables in a posh
locality under Kalyanpur police station on
Thursday morning.

The local police got the injured couple
admitted to hospital.

RN Shukla of Kailash Vihar Awas Vikas
Colony-I in Kalyanpur had retired from Gramin
Bank. His family comprises his wife Shashi, two
sons Ashish and Piyush. The elder son is a sales

manager in a private company in Noida while
the younger is employed in a multi-national
company there.

RN Shukla said around 8:30 am, when his
wife was preparing tea in the kitchen, three mis-
creants broke into his house and held them at
knife-point. When the couple protested, they
brutally beat up Shashi and repeatedly stabbed
Shukla. Thereafter, the miscreants looted cash
and valuables including gold chain, mobile
phone, laptop and escaped.

The police are investigating the case with the
help of CCTV footage.
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Hundreds of Lalimli work-
ers have threatened to

immolate themselves if they
were not paid their salary
pending for the past 36 months
by June 30.

Marching under the ban-
ner of Lalimli Karmachari
Sangh, the workers took out a
procession from the mill's main
gate on Thursday and staged a
massive demonstration at the
office of the Commissioner of
Police.

Speaking on the occasion,
Lalimli employees’ union pres-
ident Ajay Singh said if the
workers were not paid their
pending salary by June 30,

they would be forced to com-
mit self-immolation at the fac-
tory's main gate.

A five-member delegation
was called by Commissioner of
Police Asim Arun, who, after
collecting a memorandum
from the workers, held a talk
with BIC Chairman Balram
Kumar in Delhi. During their
talk, the chairman assured the
Commissioner of Police to
make all efforts to resolve the
issue of workers' salary by June
30. Ajay Singh said the Lalimli
workers had now launched a
decisive fight which would be
continued till the disburse-
ment of their salary.

It was also decided that a
delegation, led by Ajay Singh,

would also meet President
Ram Nath Kovind and hand
over to him a memorandum
during his visit to the city on
June 22.

Around 200 workers took
part in the demonstration.
They included Vidya Sagar
Shukla, Ajmeri Warsi, Manoj
Kumar, Sushil Singh, Kashiram

Yadav, Awaz Raj, Shahid Ali,
Rahmat Ali Baba and
Ramchandra.

Delegation: A delegation of
Kanpur University Self-
financed Teachers’ Association
led by its president Dr Kamlesh
Yadav and general secretary Dr
Akhand Pratap Singh met
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj

University (CSJMU) Vice
Chancellor Prof Vinay Kumar
Pathak on Thursday and urged
him for transfer of approved
self-financed teachers to other
affiliated colleges. They also
demanded him to exempt
approved teachers from re-
interview.

The vice chancellor assured
the self-financed degree teach-
ers to take decision on the issue
in the meeting of the affiliation
committee. He also assured to
deduct Teachers Welfare Fund
(TWF) and deposit it in sepa-
rate accounts of self-financed
teachers. The leaders also urged
the vice chancellor to conduct
practical/viva-voce exams as
per past practice.
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Hundreds of Congressmen
marched to the district

collectorate on Thursday and
handed over a memorandum
addressed to the President of
India to the district magistrate,
demanding a CBI inquiry into
the multi-crore land scam in
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

The Congress leaders
urged President Ram Nath
Kovind to bring to fore the
multi-crore land scam which
had “made a mockery of reli-
gious sentiments” of crores of
Hindus of the country.

Congress City unit presi-
dent Naushad Alam Mansoori
said the people of the country,
due to their religious attach-
ment to the issue of Ram

Mandir, had donated liberally
for the Ram temple. He said of
late a multi-crore rupee land
scam by Ram Mandir Trust had
surfaced and this had hurt the
sentiments of the Hindus. He

said it appeared that Bharatiya
Janata Party and Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh were
behind this multi-crore rupees
land scam and they were work-
ing hand in glove.

Alam said the Supreme
Court had intervened in the
whole issue of the Ram Mandir
and it was due to the interven-
tion of the apex court of the
country that the people had
accepted the judgment in the
most respectable manner. He
said the same people were now
hurt and wanted the apex court
to ensure that a CBI inquiry
was ordered into this land
scam. He said unless the apex
court intervened, the truth
would never come to the fore
and added that the forces
behind the multi-crore rupees
scam were trying to sweep the
issue beneath the carpet.

The delegation comprised
Naushad Alam Mansoori, SD
Mishra, Kamal Jaiswal, Neelam
Chaurasia, Swati Verma and
dozens of other leaders.
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Kanpur (PNS): The
Kanpur Sarafa Committee has
agreed to strictly follow the
hallmarking of gold jewellery
and has welcomed the Central
government decision to imple-
ment the hallmark policy in
phases. It has also welcomed
the government assurance that
there shall be no penalty till
August 2021.

Its president Kailash Nath
Agarwal, addressing a meeting,
said hallmarking was being
made mandatory but in the
next two phases for gold jew-
ellery and artefacts of 20, 23
and 24 carats.

He said that there was no
bar on households selling non-
hallmarked gold jewellery but
it had been made mandatory
for the jewellers in the districts.
He said thus jewellers would
not be allowed to re-sell the
gold without proper marking.

He informed the mem-
bers that in the first phase hall-
marking was being made
mandatory for those districts
which had fully functional
assaying and hallmarking cen-
tres. He said in the second
phase it would be for those dis-
tricts that had this facility in the
100 km range and in areas
where there was no such facil-
ity it would be implemented in
the third phase.

Discussing the finer details
of the national meeting which
was attended by UP Sarafa
Association president MC Jain,
he said jewellers who had an
annual turnover of less than Rs
40 lakh had been granted
exemption from mandatory
hallmarking, which at current
rates meant that those who sold
around 1.5 kg gold every year.
He said this was done not to
place compliance burden on
small jewellers.

Agarwal said that the jew-
ellers would be allowed to alter
hallmarked jewellery by up to
2 grams of its weight while
ensuring the purity to ensure
that minor alterations could be
made without going through
the entire process.

He added that to ensure
compliance of mandatory hall-
marking, registration fee had
been waived and made free
while so far jewellers had to pay
a slab-based registration fee.
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Kanpur (PNS): Based on the joint feasibility
study carried out by the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur and Indian Council for
Medical Research (ICMR), the Central government
has invited bids from companies or agencies that
can deliver medical supplies using unmanned aer-
ial vehicles (UAV) to remote locations with diffi-
cult terrain.

It comes as part of the Central government's
ongoing effort to expand the Covid vaccination
drive. IIT-K and ICMR have developed a standard
protocol for successful delivery of vaccines using
a UAV. Mini Ratna company HLL Infra Tech
Services Limited has been roped in to invite UAV
operators in the bid. On behalf of the ICMR, the
HLL Infra Tech Services Limited (procurement
support agency) has invited expression of interest
(EOI) through the Central Public Procurement
Portal from experienced Indian agencies for the
delivery of medical supplies (vaccines/drugs) by
UAVs. IIT-K Director Prof Abhay Karandikar said,
"This is another opportunity for IIT Kanpur to
serve the nation during these times.”

Among the key protocols for the bid, is the
mandatory specification that says 'UAV should be
able to cover a minimum aerial distance of 35 km
and clock vertical altitude of 100 metres".

The test drone was developed by CDspace
Robotics Pvt Ltd, a startup incubated at IIT Kanpur.
The feasibility study was jointly monitored by the
project investigator AK Ghosh and Prof Manindra
Agarwal along with Nikhil Upadhyay, head of CD
Space Robotics Pvt Ltd. The UAV would take off
vertically and carry minimum payload of 4 kgs and
safety features and navigation would be strictly
according to the civil aviation regulator DGCA, the
bid document states.
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Even after over seven decades of
planning, the majority of Indian

farmers are still facing problems of
poor production and thin margin of
profit. The future of agriculture is a
very important question. This engen-
ders the need for work on cost-effec-
tive technologies with focus on envi-
ronmental protection and conserva-
tion of natural resources.

This was stated by soil scientist
from CSA University of Agriculture
and Technology, Dr Khalil Khan, on
Thursday. He said the Indian Council
for Agricultural Research (ICAR)
had cautioned that despite the increase
in food grain production, on account
of increasing population there would
be a massive demand for quality and
nutritious food. He said it was true
that currently there was massive pres-
sure on decreasing available cul-
tivable land to produce more quanti-
ty, variety and quality of food.

He said India with its large arable
land and 15 agro-climatic zones had
almost all types of weather conditions,
soil types and capacity of growing a
variety of crops. He said low-access of
credit and prominent role of unorgan-
ised creditors affecting decisions of
farmers in purchasing of inputs and
selling of outputs was a major cause
of concern. He said minimal use of
technology, mechanisation and poor
productivity was another area of con-
cern. Dr Khan said that reforms
towards privatisation, liberalisation

and globalisation affected the inputs
market at a faster pace. He said the
face of Indian agriculture was chang-
ing fast on account of information
technology, new technologies in agri-
culture, private investments, especial-
ly on research and development, gov-
ernment efforts to rejuvenate the
cooperative movement to address
the problems of small holdings and
small produce.

He said the coming up of several
startups in agriculture run by highly
educated youths showed that they
were able to understand the high
potential of putting money and effort
into this sector.

He said the changing demand due
to increase in incomes, globalisation
and health consciousness was affect-
ing and going to affect production in
future and the demand for fruits and
vegetables, dairy products, fish and
meat was going to increase in future.
He said as a result, research, technol-
ogy improvements, protected cultiva-
tion of high value greens and other
vegetables would be more.

Dr Khan said precision farming
with soil testing-based decisions,
automation using artificial intelli-
gence would be focused for precise
application inputs in agriculture. He
said sensors and drones would be used
for precision, quality and the environ-
ment in a cost effective manner. He
added that small and marginal farm-
ers would also be using these tech-
nologies with the help of private
players.
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The railway administration
for the convenience of the

passengers will  run
05301/05302 Gorakhpur-
Bandra Terminus (BDTS)-
Gorakhpur summer special
train on June 25 and July 2 on
every Friday from Gorakhpur
and on June 26 and July 3 on
every Saturday from Bandra
Terminus for two trips. All the
coaches in this train will be of
reserved class and passengers
travelling in them will have
to follow the Covid-19 pre-
vention guidelines, Chief
Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said.

GORAKHPUR– BDTS
SPECIAL: The 05301
Gorakhpur – Bandra Terminus

summer special train will on
June 25 and July 2 on every
Friday leave Gorakhpur at
05.00 hrs, Khalilabad at 05.40
hrs, Basti at 06.09 hrs, Gonda
at 07.30 hrs, Lucknow
(Northern Railway) at 10.15
hrs, Kanpur Central at 12.20
hrs, Kannauj at 13.56 hrs,
Farrukhabad at 15.18 hrs,
Kasganj at 17.15 hrs, Mathura
at 19.25 hrs, Achhnera at 20.35
hrs, Bharatpur at 21.27 hrs,
Kota on second day at 00.20
hrs, Ratlam at 04.10 hrs,
Vadodara to 08.18 hrs, Surat at
10.22 hrs, Vapi at 11.42 hrs,
Borivali at 13.35 hrs and reach
Bandra Terminus at 14.25 hrs.

BDTS-GORAKHPUR
SPECIAL: In the return jour-
ney 05302 Bandra Terminus –
Gorakhpur summer special
train will on June 26 and July
3  on every Saturday leave

Bandra Terminus at 19.25 hrs,
Borivali at 20.10 hrs, Vapi at
21.55 hrs, Surat at 23.32 hrs,
Vadodara on second day at
01.15 hrs, Ratlam at 05.35 hrs,
Kota at 09.30 hrs, Bharatpur at
14.30 hrs, Achhnera at 15.25
hrs, Mathura at 16.45 hrs,
Kasganj at 19.00 hrs,
Farrukhabad at 20.55 hrs,
Kannauj at 22.07 hrs, Kanpur
Central at 00.20 hrs, Lucknow
(NR) at 01.50 hrs, Gonda at
04.10 hrs, Basti at 05.25 hrs,
Khalilabad at 06.00 hrs and will
reach Gorakhpur at 06.45 hrs.

In this special train, a total
of 22 LHB coaches, including
17 of general second class,
three of general chair car, one
of SLRD besides one of gener-
ator- cum-luggage van will be
attached.
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Northern Coalfields Limited
(NCL) provided financial

assistance of �90 Lakh to the
Sonebhadra district adminis-
tration under its Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiatives for procuring med-
ical equipment to strengthen
health infrastructure and con-
taining the spread of Covid-19
in the district. NCL GM (CSR)
AK Singh handed over the
cheque to Sonbhadra DM
Abhishek Singh on Wednesday.
The fund will be mainly
utilised for the purchase of
essential medical equipment
such as pulse oximeter, thermal
scanner, oxygen flowmeter,
portable Xray machine, CBC

machine,  auto analyzer along
with PPE kits, masks and sani-
tisers. Previously, NCL had
given �5 crore to Uttar Pradesh
government for procurement
of 50 ambulances. During the
pandemic-triggered lockdown
massive distribution of ration
kits was done among the needy.
NCL is also establishing an

oxygen plant in its Atal
Hospital Bina in Sonbhadra.
NCL spent about �32 crore in
the last fiscal towards CSR
activities in UP, most of which
were in Sonbhadra only. NCL
is the Miniratna company of
Government of India produc-
ing coal from its 10 highly-
mechanised mines in Madhya
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DM Praveen Kumar Laxkar
chaired the meeting of the

task force formed under
Mukhyamntri Bal Seva Yojana
at the Collectorate on
Wednesday. In it such cases
were discussed under which
government help was to be pro-
vided to the wards of those who
had died due to Covid-19

recently. Conducting it
Probation Officer Shakti
Tripathi apprised that 40 cases
were identified in such catego-
ry in which 15 were not found
eligible for help due to differ-
ent reasons like some were res-
idents of another state, some
others were in the category
whose income above above �2
lakh per annum while others
were found to be over 18 years
of age and so on. According to
the PO out of 25 cases formal-
ity of seven had been complet-
ed and the task force unani-
mously accepted the proposal
to provide help to them. The
DM directed the officials con-
cerned to complete verification
of rest of the cases without
inordinate delay and help
should be made available to the
genuine people instantly as
per the spirit of the govern-
ment. The meeting was attend-
ed by CDO Srilaxmi VS and
other task force members.

SP’S ADVICE:
Superintendent of Police (SP)

Ajay Kumar Singh at a meeting
with bankers, petrol pump
owners and jewellers at Police
Lines on Wednesday said
CCTV cameras were very use-
ful for business establishments.
He advised to install high qual-
ity cameras inside and outside
business establishments. He
said in case of a crime police
found a clue through the
CCTV camera footages and it

should be made as an essential
thing for business houses. On
the occasion he advised the
bankers to inquire about the
presence of new people in the
bank as a routine work.
Interacting with traders the SP
told them not to appoint staff
without proper verification.
The SP was apprised of some
practical problems and he gave
an assurance for their redres-
sal. He said the police was com-
mitted to taking action against
nuisance values. The meeting
was also attended by ASP (City)
Sanjay Kumar, CO City, SHOs
Katra and City Kotwali, Pappu
Mehrotra and the others.

C A N D I D A T E
DECLARED: The Samajwadi
Party (SP) on Wednesday
declared Asha Devi Gautam as
the candidate for the post of
zila panchayat (ZP) chairper-
son. Addressing a press confer-
ence in a guest house located at
Shabari locality, party district
president Devi Prasad
Chaudhary claimed that 20

party members had been elect-
ed as member, ZP, and seven
independents had supported
the candidate. He said party
had occupied the chair twice in
the past. Among those present
were Shiv Shankar Yadav, for-
mer MLA Jagadamba Patel,
Ajay Yadav, Sanjay Yadav,
Shailesh Patel, Ashok Singh
‘Munna’, Asha Devi Gautam,
Munni Yadav and Ashok
Mishra.

BOOK RELEASE: District
Information Officer (DIO) Dr
Pankaj Kumar said books have
been the heritage and writers
architect of the society.  He
expressed these views while
releasing the book ‘Bhartiya
Itihas Evam Sanskriti’ written
by Saurabh Chaubey.
Extending his best wishes to the
writer, Dr Pankaj threw light
over the salient features of the
book and praised it.  On the
occasion he said that the book
was useful for competitive
examinations as well for  stu-
dents of graduation and post-
graduation. The function was
chaired by principal GD Bimari
PG College Dr Rajeev Agrawal
and conducted by Dr Dhruvji
Pandey. Prominent among
those who graced the occasion
were Dr Shashidhar Shukla,
Dr Kamal Krishna,  Dr
Kuldeep Pandey and others.

FOUR ARRESTED: The
Halia police arrested four
accused and recovered 175
litres of illicit liquor recent-
ly. Reports said that during
routine patrolling Halia police
was tipped off by an informer
about illicit liquor trade in
Adva Colony area. The police
raided the place and found
chemicals, empty bottles, bot-
tle covers etc in a  house along
with persons involved in
packing there. 

Thereafter the police
arrested them and seized the
liquor.  After registering a
case under relevant sections
of the Excise Act in this con-
nection the police sent them
to jail. 
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For the convenience of the
passengers the restoration

as well as extension of the
running period of the follow-
ing special trains will be done
by the railway administration.
All coaches in these trains
will be of reserved class and
passengers travelling in them
will have to follow the Covid-
19 norms, CPRO Pankaj
Kumar Singh said.

PRAYAGRAJ SANGAM
- MANKAPUR SPECIAL:
The 04233 Prayagraj Sangam
(PYGS) - Mankapur special
train will run daily from June
21 until further notice.
Likewise, the 04234 Mankapur-
Prayagraj Sangam special train
will run daily from June 22
until further notice.

PRAYAGRAJJ SANGAM-

BASTI SPECIAL: The 04231
Prayagraj Sangam-Basti spe-
cial train will from June 21 until
further notice run five days a
week i.e. on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday.  On the other hand,
the 04232 Basti-Prayagraj
Sangam special train will from
June 21 until further notice
run five days a week i.e. on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday. 

CHENNAI-LUCKOW JN
SPECIAL: The 06093
Chennai-Lucknow Jn
biweekly special train will
from July 3 to November 6
run on every Saturday and
Tuesday.  On the other hand,
the 06094 Lucknow Jn-
Chennai biweekly special train
will from July 5 to November
8 run on every Monday and
Thursday.                   

��
���	��	��	��������

Due to pre-non-interlock-
ing  (Pre-NI) and interlocking
regarding the doubling work
on Katangi Khurd-New Katni
section of Jabalpur Division
of West Central Railway
(WCR) the diversion of the
following trains will be done
by the railway administration,
CPRO PK Singh said.

D U R G - NAU TA N WA
SPECIAL: The  08201 Durg-
Nautanwa special train to run
from Durg on June 23 will be
run via the diverted route i.e.
Durg-Gondia-Kachhpura-
Jabalpur-Katni. Besides, the
08202 Nautanwa-Durg spe-
c ia l  t rain  to  run f rom
Nautanwa on June 25 will be
run via the diverted route
Katni-Jabalpur-Kachhpura-
Gondia-Durg.
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Trees, some of them are
known as Royal Trees,

worth �1,50,000 crore has been
looted from Kerala during the
last two years alone, according
to leading environmentalist
John Peruvanthanam who
knows the forests of the State
like the back of his hand.

Sir, as he is known across
Kerala had toured the districts
from where he got information
about the illegal tree felling
braving his own life and what
he saw was massive robbing of
forests by the axis consisting of
politicians-bureaucrats and
timber mafia.

“Rose Wood, which is also
known by the name the Royal
Tree, costs more than �two lakh
per cubic feet. Thousands of
such trees have been chopped
away by this cartel. Most of the
trees cut down were taken away
from the country in cargo air-
craft and ships. These are used
in the construction of castles,
palaces and ranch houses in
Europe and USA,’ said 
John Peruvananthanam, the
unofficial forester of the 
State. He said that trees which
were more than 1000 years old

were cut down and taken away
by the mafia. The environ-
mental and ecological values
provided by these trees were
thousand fold more than the
�1,50,000 crore that the exche-
quer lost by the illegal felling of
these trees. This is the biggest
anti-national activity scene in
Kerala,” he said.  

Kerala’s Leader of

Opposition V D Satheeshan
made a startling disclosure on
Thursday that the bureaucrat-
politician-forest poachers car-
tel has swindled the entire for-
est in the State. 

“They have cut down all
rare species of trees from areas
where there was semblance to
green cover in the State. We
understand that forest land in
eight districts were slaughtered

by the Pinaryi Vijayan
Government that has been rul-
ing the State since 2016,”
Satheeshan told reporters after
leading a team of Opposition
party leaders to areas which
were cleared off forests by the
timber mafia.

The opposition party lead-
ers visited the entire forest
ranges in the State from trees
were cut down indiscriminate-
ly. “What we saw was wanton
destruction of the fragile forests
in the State. 

There were trees, nay, rare
trees, many of them thousands
of years old, which were felled
by the mafia with the official
patronage of the ministers,”
charged Satheeshan.

On Thursday, a section of
the vernacular media had come
out with a quote from addi-
tional chief  secretary  A
Jayathilak, who in a demi offi-
cial letter to Land Revenue
Commissioner K Biju stated
that there were many errors in
the Government Order issued
to facilitate felling of trees.
According to Jayathilak, the
government was forced to with-
draw the controversial order fol-
lowing large scale illegal felling
of trees.
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Following the Supreme
Court’s acceptance of the

CBSE and CISCE class 12 board
results’ evaluation formula, the
CBSE Controller of
Examinations Sanyam
Bharadwaj explained the
30:30:40 formula for the mark-
ing criteria for Class 12 exams,
saying “40 per cent marks will
be based on Class 12 pre-
boards, midterm exams, and
unit test, 30 per cent marks will
be based on Class 11 final
exams, and 30 per cent marks
will be based on based of best-
of-three Class 10 marks”.

Bharadwaj said, “CBSE is
also developing a software on
the basis of which schools can
calculate marks for Class 12
exams.” He mentioned that the
students who wish to take
exams can appear once the sit-
uation get normal. “The process
of exams for students who want

to take will be initiated after
results,” he said adding the
Class 10 Board results will be
declared by July 20.  

On its part, the CICSE
mentioned that performance
of the candidates in the school
examinations in the subjects in
Classes 9 and 10, measured
through their best marks
obtained in the two years
(referred to as raw marks) and
the best performance of the
school in the last six years will
be evaluated. “The first two fac-
tors measure the subject profi-
ciency of the candidates, while
the last is a measure of the gen-
eral quality of the schools the
candidates are appearing from,”
CISCE official statement said.

The assessment scheme
released by the board includes
student’s marks in Class 10
board exams, project, practical
work in subjects, best marks
obtained in school exams in
Classes 11 and 12, and best per-

formance of the school itself in
the last six years. The CISCE
arrived at this after considering
data from 2015 to 2020.

The CISCE's Class 12 ISC
result formula was devised by a
committee of three experts who
are statisticians and "six in-
house members". The panel
analysed data for one lakh stu-
dents from across 1,200 schools
for the Class 12 ISC result and
2.2 lakh students from 2,500
schools for the Class 10 ICSE
exam.The evaluation formula,
however, has evoked mixed
reaction from experts with some
hailing the criteria while others
terming it to be unfair move for
students who will step into
their higher education system. 

“In my opinion, more
weightage should have been
included for internal exams
conducted in class 12 as stu-
dents become serious about
academics after joining class 12.
They tend to take class 11 less

seriously as it is not a Board
class. Also including weightage
for class 10 is not very wise as
it includes many subjects which
students don't pursue at the
senior secondary level and has
no relevance at this stage,” said
Meenu Kanwar, Principal of
the Amity International School
Mayur Vihar, New Delhi.

However, Vikas Ojha,
Principal of Foundation School,
Buxar, appreciated the decision
taken by the CBSE on the eval-
uation process  given the odd
prevailing circumstances that
has affected the education sys-
tem equally.

“I believe the CBSE and the
members of the Committee to
set the evaluation process did
their best to keep intact a sound
school education. Now with
this we look forward to abide
and hence convey the markings
to the Board sooner we get an
official communication in this
regard,” said Ojha.
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The Kerala High Court on Thursday dismissed a petition filed
by a local activist challenging the Lakshadweep

Administration’s reform measures including the move to intro-
duce Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation 2021
which envisages development of towns on inhabited islands and
the Prevention of Anti-Social Activities Act (PASA).

A bench consisting of judges S V Bhatti and Murali
Purushothaman ruled that the so called LDAR 2021 was a mere
draft of the administrative reform proposal and not a final order. 

Discontentment was brewing in the archipelago in the
Arabian Sea for the last two weeks over the move by the admin-
istrator of the Union Territory to bring in reforms in the islands
and make the atolls as developed as Maldives. The public inter-
est litigation challenging the move by the administrator was a
reflection of the public ire towards the reforms.

The judges observed that the observation of the legality of
the draft regulation which was under the active consideration
of the administration was completely premature. Because of the
draft administrative reforms which were opposed by the inhab-
itants of the islands, the BJP unit is getting isolated. Every day
hundreds of party workers are leaving the Hindutwa brigade
for good though there are hardly 150 party activists in the
islands.

Earlier in the day, Aisha Sultana, a struggling film artist,
who had accused the  Centre of  using bio weapon against the
Lakshadweep population , was granted interim anticipatory bail
by a single judge bench of the Kerala High Court. Judge Ashok
Menon while disposing of a petition filed by the artist asked
her to appear before the Kavaratti Police for interrogation on
June 20 in connection with a  notice served on her under Section
41A of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

However, in the event of her arrest, she should be released
on bail, the court ordered. 
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Camping in New Delhi for
the past two days appar-

ently to seek a redress for the
deteriorating law and order sit-
uation in Bengal, Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday lodged his first com-
plaint with President Ram Nath
Kovind drawing his attention
towards how human rights
was being violated in the State,
post polls.

The Governor who report-
edly met the President for
about 45 minutes submitted a
note detailing his observations
on the deteriorating law and
order and human rights, State
repression of opposition work-

ers, persecution of them by the
ruling Trinamool Congress
and what he called a “stunning
silence” of the powers that be
towards the ongling blood-
shed and loot.

In the note the Governor
has raised the issue of a preju-
diced administrative system
where the police and the
administration allegedly
worked to further the interests
of the ruling political party.

The Governor is also
reported to have given detailed
reports on every district and
sub-division where such vio-
lence was taking place and the
places he recently visited to
acquire a firsthand experience
of the alleged torture being per-

petuated on the people,
requesting presidential 
action.

Dhankhar who also met
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday evening had on
Wednesday called on
National Human Rights
Commission Chairman
Justice Arun Mishra seeking
his intervention in the pre-
sent state of affairs in the
State.

Sources said that the
Governor briefed the Home
Minister about the “retribu-
tive violence” being perpe-

trated on the people in a
planned manner with the State
Government turning a blind
eye on the situation. He is also
known to have raised issue of
latest “sectarian” attacks that
took place at Chandannagore
in Hooghly district and Tiljala
area right in the heart of Capital
Kolkata.

Earlier Bengal Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari too
had complained about a
Basirhat-Dhulagarh like com-
munal attacks being organized
in these too places.

On whether Dhankhar had
suggested any “constitutional
measures” was not clear but
TMC leaders in Kolkata said
that the party was prepared of
any such step with a minister
from North Kolkata adding
“whole State will erupt if the

Centre dares impose Article
356.”

The Governor who was on
a 3-day trip to the national
Capital earlier met Union
Ministers Prahlad Singh Patel
and Prahlad Joshi before tweet-
ing “… had useful interaction
with Union Minister of Coal
and Mines and Parliamentary
Affairs...” Sources reporting on
the “useful interactions” said

talks also featured on investi-
gations into the multi-crore
coal scam from Bengal ---
involving some of TMC’s top
leadership.

Earlier complaining on the
alleged “retributive post poll
violence” Dhankhar said how
the State Government was
turning a blind eye to the inci-
dents that had rendered thou-
sands of people homeless and

properties worth cores looted
and destroyed. 

Later before flying to Delhi
he wrote to Chief Minister
how despite four Cabinet meet-
ings having taken place in the
past six weeks … not a single
word was been spent on the
post poll violence … and no
minister or officer visited the
affected areas and no com-
pensation was declared.”

Kolkata: Bengal Chief
Minister on Thursday chose to
ignore Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar’s visit to Delhi say-
ing “speech is silver and silence
is golden.”

Instead of directly attack-
ing the Governor --- a usual
tactic that she would adopt for
the past couple of years ---
Banerjee focused on the “polit-
ical gimmicks” of the BJP to
create a “perspective” for some
ulterior motive.

She would not refer to the
Governor but say “you can
rebuke a child into silence but
you cannot make a person
with bad eyesight to see rea-
sons.” Pointing at the alarming

state of affairs in the BJP-ruled
States she said how the saffron
party was not bothered about
the situations in UP, MP,
Gujarat etc where “people
are dying like animals and
their bodies floating in the
rivers.”

Refuting charges of post-
poll violence Banerjee said,
“as journalists you must have
better information about the
so-called violence … but have
you seen violence anywhere?
… some incidents happened
during  election, but at that
time, the Election Commission
was in charge …,” reminding
how the BJP was “trying to cre-
ate a perspective… But it is not

true… I don’t support violence
and I have asked my police to
take stern action against those
who will try to break law and
order in the state.”

In an apparent reference
to the Governor’s visit to Delhi
she said “whatever you are wit-
nessing now is nothing but
their (BJP leaders) gimmick. It
is a part of their pre-planned
move after facing a defeat in
the poll which they cannot
accept.”

She said instead of dis-
turbing Bengal “they (BJP)
should look at UP, MP band
Gujarat where the law and
order situation is deteriorating
every day.” PNS
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The Covid-19 deaths
dropped to 636 in

Maharashtra on Thursday,
even as the infections came
down to 9,830 in the State. A
day after Maharashtra logged
1,236 deaths and 10,107 fresh
cases, the daily deaths came
down by nearly half, while the
infections dropped marginal-
ly by 277.  With 636 deaths
reported on Thursday, the
Covid-19 toll in the State
jumped from  1,15,390 to
1,16,026. With 9,830 fresh
infections, the total infec-
tions in the state rose from
59,34,880 to 59,44,710.

As 5,890 patients were
discharged from the hospitals
across the state after full
recovery, the total number of
people discharged from the
hospitals since the second
week of March last year
increased from 56,79,746 to
56,85,836. 
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The Army top brass on
Thursday began a three-

day brainstorming session to
review the situation on the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC)in Ladakh and the Line

of Control(LOC) and its oper-
ational preparedness to meet
any challenge.

Incidentally, the Army
Commanders’ Conference
comes a year after the Galwan
Valley clash in Eastern
Ladakh.
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As face-offs continue at the
Line of Actual Control

(LAC) in Ladakh, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday cautioned China that
India is a peace loving nation
but will hit back strongly if pro-
voked. He also paid tributes to
the 20 Indian army personnel
including the commanding
officer who were killed in a
brawl with the Chinese troops
in the Galwan valley a 
year ago.

Dedicating 12 strategical-

ly important roads built by the
Border Roads
Organisation(BRO) to the
nation in the north east, par-
ticularly Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh, on Thursday, Rajnath
said India is a priest of world
peace but any serious distur-
bance to peace and tranquili-
ty in border areas would have
adverse implications.

“We seek world peace
(but) if someone shows us an
aggressive attitude, we will
respond,” Singh said, adding
the “new roads will help secure
international borders”.

The defence minister  said,
“Last year in Galwan Valley, our
soldiers displayed exemplary
courage and valour in line of
duty. I salute all brave soldiers
who laid down their lives fight-
ing for the nation.”

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the 12 roads including
10 in Arunachal Pradesh and
one each in Ladakh and Jammu
and Kashmir, he said they will
not only give a 
boost in connectivity but would
facilitate faster movement of
troops along the international
border.
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MADHYANCHAL
VIDYUT VITRAN
NIGAM LTD HEAD
OFFICE- 4 A,

GOKHLE MARG LUCKNOW
TENDER NOTICE (E-TEN-
DER) E-tenders are invited in
two Part-I Techno Commercial
Bid and Part II Price Bid) for fol-
lowing works- Sl. no.
Particulars, Details  E-
Tendering Notice no.
MEDCO/2585/2021 1. Subject
Matter of Procurement
Engagement of Agency for
Door to Door Meter reading,
On the Spot Bill Generation,
Bill Serving and Bill Collection
in a Cluster of the DISCOM
MVVNL, PVVNL, DVVNL,
PuVVNL. Quantity 08 Nos.
Clusters Sl no. 2 E- Tender
Cost Rs. 25,000/- Sl no. 3
Earnest money deposit Rs,
25.00 Lacs Per Cluster (Max.
25 lacs*8=200cr) Sl no. 4
Estimated Contract Value Rs.
50.00 Cr. Each Cluster Per
Year Sl no 5 Period of Sale of
E-bidding document submis-
sion (start date & Eng Date)
Start date & time: 21 June
2021 from 10:30 hrs. End
date & time: 14 July 2021 from
10:30 hrs. Sl no. 6 Pre-Bid
Conference date 28 June 2021
from 11:00 A.M. Through VC
Email: clusterbil l ing
mvvnl@gmail.com The
Comments and suggestion
should be submitted by the
Bidders on or before the Pre-
Bid Meeting Sl no. 7 Manner,
Start End Date/ Time for the
Submission of Bids Manner :
Online at E-Tender website-
http://etender.up.nic.in Bid
uploading for submission and
date 14-July-2021/12:00 Hrs Sl
no. 8 Submission of Bankers
Cheque/Demand Draft/UTR
for Bank Transfer/BG for
Tender Fee & Bid Security Up
to 14-July-2021/12:00 Hrs Sl
no. 9 Date/Time/E-Opening of
Technical Bid Up to 14-July-
2021/15:00 Hrs
Superintending Engineer
(Commercial) MVVNL 4-A
Gokhale Marg, Lucknow No.
95 Dt 17.6.21 MVVNL Helpline
No. 18001800440 “SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN NATIONAL
INTEREST, USE LED IN
PLACE OF BULB”
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“We want our forest land to
be cleared,” the Supreme

Court made it clear on
Thursday as it refused to stay
its direction asking the
Haryana Government and the
Faridabad Municipal
Corporation to remove all
encroachments, consisting
around 10,000 residential con-
structions, in the Aravali forest
area near Khori village.

The bench of Justices A M
Khanwilkar and Dinesh
Maheshwari asked the State
and the civic body to comply
with its June 7 direction in this
regard, observing “land grab-
bers cannot take refuge of rule
of law” and talk of “fairness”. 

The Bench had also sought
the compliance report from the
State government officials after
removing all encroachments
from forest land near Khori vil-
lage in Faridabad district with-

in six weeks. During the hear-
ing conducted through video-
conferencing, advocate Aparna
Bhat, appearing for the peti-
tioners who have sought a stay
on demolition of these struc-

tures, said there are around
10,000 families in the village.  

“Please don’t give us num-
bers. It makes no difference. We
want out forest land to be
cleared,” the bench said,

adding, “We have given enough
time. The notification was
issued but you continued there
at your own risk”. 

“This is forest land. This is
not ordinary land,” the bench

observed. Bhat argued about
rehabilitation and said that the
State authority has not taken up
the issue of eligibility and iden-
tification process has not been
done. The bench referred to its
April 5 order, passed in a mat-
ter related to the issue, and said
the civic body will take steps in
accordance with law. “You have
to evict them in accordance
with law. You have to give
benefit of scheme (of rehabili-
tation) to those who are eligi-
ble,” the bench told the coun-
sel appearing for the municipal
corporation.               

The bench, while asking
whether the petitioners have
given additional documents to
the corporation for verification,
observed that enough time
was already given earlier. “Look
at these people and their situ-

ation. They are migrant labour-
ers. There are children,” Bhat
said and also referred to the
COVID-19 pandemic situa-
tion. “That is for the state to do.
We are only concerned with
vacation of forest area. We
have given enough time earli-
er,” the bench observed. 

The apex court observed
that people there can produce
their documents for identifica-
tion and rehabilitation to the
corporation. When Bhat
referred to global guidelines for
non-eviction during pandemic,
the bench said, “We are not con-
cerned with global guidelines.
This issue is going on for long.”

The bench said that no
indulgence can be shown at this
stage. It noted that petitioners
were obligated to produce doc-
uments before the corporation

for the rehabilitation scheme
and they have failed to do so.
The bench said that clearance
of encroachment on forest land
would be done by following the
due process of law. It said that
larger issues related to the mat-
ter are pending and it would
take up the plea on July 27. 

The Judges also rejected
Haryana Government’s argu-
ments of violence, stone pelt-
ing during demolition
attempts. “You know what you
have to do. We don’t want to say
on this. We want our order to
be complied with,” the bench
said. It had said that
Superintendent of Police,
Faridabad, shall be personally
responsible for ensuring ade-
quate logistical support and
police protection to the officials
of corporation.
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It’s almost three months that
Rajeev Chaudhary (54) has

been declared Covid-19 nega-
tive. But he is still reeling
under the post-Covid syn-
drome, which the doctors call
‘long Covid’.

“My sugar level has shot
up. I feel fatigued whole day as
if there is no strength in my
body. At times, I feel very
depressed while anxiety lingers
on,” the Delhi government offi-
cial shares the trauma he’s
going through daily.

Chaudhary is not the only
one who is grappling with
post-Covid health issues.
According to a study, among all
patients infected with the coro-
navirus disease, more than 23
percent continued to suffer
from one or more health issues
even a month after being diag-
nosed with Covid-19.

Patients with such post-
Covid conditions are various-
ly referred to as having long-
haul Covid, long Covid or
post-acute sequelae of Covid-
19 (PASC), said the study by an
NGO FAIR Health which had
analysed private health care
claim records for nearly 2 mil-
lion people diagnosed with
Covid last year. The people in
the study ranged in age from
babies to the elderly; some 53
percent were female and 47
percent were male.

The five most common
post-Covid conditions across
all ages were pain, breathing
difficulties, hyperlipidemia,
malaise and fatigue, and hyper-
tension. Pain, breathing diffi-
culties and intestinal issues
were the top conditions among
the paediatric population (0-
18). More than 25 per cent
young individuals aged
between 19 and 29 showed car-
diac inflammation post-Covid.

As per the study, 50 per-
cent patients hospitalised with

Covid-19 infection developed
a post-Covid condition, while
among the symptomatic
patients not hospitalised, 27.5
per cent developed long Covid.
However, post-Covid symp-
toms were also present among
19 per cent patients who
remained asymptomatic.

Further, anxiety was asso-
ciated with the highest per-
centage of patients after Covid-
19 in all age groups. It was fol-

lowed by depression, adjust-
ment and tic disorders.

“The odds of death 30
days or more after initial diag-
nosis with Covid-19 were 46
times higher for patients who
were hospitalised with Covid-
19 and discharged than
patients who had not been hos-
pitalised. Among Covid-19
patients with preexisting con-
ditions, intellectual disabili-
ties were associated with the

highest odds of death 30 days
or more after initial Covid-19
diagnosis,” said the study.

Dr Pankaj Solanki from
the Dharamveer Solanki
Multispeciality Hospital in
Delhi said that these cases
need to be addressed on urgent
basis and the Government
should also focus on working
on their rehabilitation through
multi-disciplinary post-Covid
clinics.
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Russia’s Covid-19 vaccine —
Sputnik V — is finding

takers in the private sector
with hospitals like
Indraprastha Apollo, Fortis
Healthcare and Madhukar
Rainbow Children’s Hospital
starting administering the jab
to people.

Dr Reddy’s Laboratories
has started inoculation with
Sputnik V, as part of the soft
launch in India after it
obtained regulatory clearance
from the Central Drugs
Laboratory. In April, Sputnik
V received an emergency use
authorization in India.

Reddy’s administered the
first dose of the vaccine in
India in Hyderabad under a
limited pilot on May 14. The
vaccine is currently priced at
$12.9 (Rs948) plus tax for
one dose in India. This price
is expected to reduce after
local supply commences.

Dr Reddy’s Laboratories
co-chairman and managing
director G V Prasad said:
“With the rising cases in India,
vaccination is our most effec-

tive tool in our battle against
Covid-19.

Fortis Memorial Research
Institute, Gurugram and Fortis
Hospital, Mohali have decid-
ed to launch it as part of a lim-
ited pilot roll-out from June,
19 2021.  The two-dose vac-
cine will be available at two
hospitals -. In the coming
days, the vaccine will be avail-
able at more Fortis hospitals
across 11 cities as part of the
phase-wise pilot project.  

Dr Ashutosh
Raghuvanshi, MD and CEO,
Fortis Healthcare, said, “Till
date, our units were only pro-
viding Covaxin and

Covishield. We are the first to
provide a third vaccine option,
at Fortis Memorial Research
Institute and Fortis Hospital
Mohali, with the dual objective
of expanding and scaling up
the vaccination drive and low-
ering the infection risks to
future mutations of the virus.”

Sputnik V has been devel-
oped by Russia’s Gamaleya
National Research Institute
of Epidemiology and
Microbiology. Hyderabad-
based Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
has partnered with Russian
Direct Investment Fund
(RDIF) for the roll out of the
two-dose vaccine in India.
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There was a 63
per cent drop

in domestic air
traffic in May
compared to April
as the Covid-19
second wave rav-
aged the entire country. In
numbers, around 21.15 lakh
domestic passengers travelled
by air in May compared to
57.25 lakh who travelled in
April.

According to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), 78.22 lakh
people travelled within the
country by air in March. Air
India, GO FIRST (previously
known as GoAir), Vistara and
AirAsia India carried 4.29
lakh, 1.38 lakh, 97,000 and
64,000 passengers respective-
ly in May, the data showed.

It was due to the second
wave of the Covid-19 pan-
demic that had badly hit the
country and its aviation sector.
While IndiGo carried 11.69
lakh passengers in May, a
55.3-per cent share of the
domestic market, SpiceJet flew
1.99 lakh passengers, account-
ing for a 9.4-per cent share of
the market, according to data
shared by the DGCA.

The occupancy rate or
load factor of the six major
Indian airlines was between
39.3 per cent and 64 per cent
in May, it stated. The occu-
pancy rate at SpiceJet was 64
per cent in May, the DGCA
noted.

The occupancy rates for
IndiGo, Vistara, GO FIRST,

Air India and AirAsia India
were 51.2 per cent, 40.9 per
cent, 63.3 per cent, 39.3 per
cent and 44.4 per cent respec-
tively, it added. India resumed
domestic passenger flights on
May 25 last year after a gap of
two months due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

June and July, 2020, had
seen 19.8 lakh and just over 21
lakh domestic flyers, respec-
tively, as per DGCA data. As
the second wave unleashed its
ferocity, the numbers first
dropped to 57 lakh in April
and then crashed to 21.1 lakh
in May, 2021 — a figure seen
in the first two months after
domestic flights’ resumption
on May 25, 2020.

Indian airlines are allowed
to operate a maximum of 50
per cent of their pre-pan-
demic domestic flights. The
DGCA data mentioned that
in May, IndiGo had the best
on-time performance of 98.7
per cent at four metro airports
-- Bengaluru, Delhi,
Hyderabad and Mumbai.

Vistara and AirAsia India
were at the second and third
positions at these four 
airports in May with 98.1
percent and 97.4 per cent
on-time performance respec-
tively, the 
DGCA said.
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The possible third wave of
Covid-19 is unlikely to

affect children much, accord-
ing to a multi centric commu-
nity based serosurvey study
conducted by AIIMS, Delhi,
thus contradicting apprehen-
sions that a future Covid-19
wave may disproportionately
hit kids.

The survey  revealed that
infection rates among kids and
adults in five cities in different
parts of the country, in both
rural and urban areas, were
similar. The data also showed
that irrespective of the age
groups, rural sites had lower
sero-positivity compared to
the urban sites. 

Citing the findings, the
researchers associated with
AIIMS in Bhubaneshwar and
Gorakhpur, apart from Delhi,
JIPMER, Puducherry,
Translational Health Science
and Technology Institute,
Faridabad and Agartala gov-
ernment medical college and
WHO have ruled out the pos-
sibility that Covid-19 surges
ahead are likely to hit children
harder than before.

Blood samples were col-
lected from 4,509 individuals,
700 aged 2-17 years and 3,809
aged 18 and above between
March 15-June 10 to check for
the antibodies against SARS
coV 2 for the study.

Of the participants tested
from Delhi,  Faridabad,
Bhubaneshwar, Agartala and
Gorakhpur, 55.7 per cent kids

and adolescents had antibod-
ies against the COVID-19
virus, while in adults the sero-
prevalence was found to be
63.5 per cent.  

“Hence, it is unlikely that
any future third wave by a pre-
vailing COVID-19 variant
would disproportionately
affect children two years or
older,” the report has said.

Within the rural sites,
children had slightly lower
sero-positivity compared to
adults. However, this differ-
ential prevalence was not
observed in the urban sites.

It was also seen that the
prevalence in children was
slightly more among female
participants compared to male
(58.6 per cent versus 53.0 per
cent) but there was no statis-
tically significant difference in
sero-positivity between male
and female.

The researchers found
that children aged 2-4 years
and 5-9 years had almost
identical sero-positivity rate
(42.4 per cent and 43.8 per
cent) which was lower than
the rate observed for children
aged 10-17 years (60.3 per
cent)

The higher seropositivity
rate in children aged 10-17
years may be reflective of
their higher mobility and
independence compared to
the younger children, the
study noted adding that as
reported in the literature, a
large proportion of children
(50.9%) had an asymptomatic
COVID-19 infection.
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The Left parties and their
trade unions on Thursday

condemned the corporatisa-
tion plan of Ordnance
Factories under the Defence
Ministry. CPI general secre-
tary D Raja and CITU gener-
al secretary Tapan Sen said
this is a clear move to sell the
factories under Company Law
and later sell to private play-
ers.   

“Some 44 Ordnance
Factories operating under
Ordnance Factories Board
under Ministry of Defence
will be split in seven pieces
and seven corporations will be
formed under Companies Act.
More than seventy five per-
cent requirements of our
defence forces are being suc-
cessfully and timely produced
and supplied by our Ordnance
Factories with incomparable
efficiency and assured quali-
ty.

Countr y’s  Ordnance
Factories network is  an
unquestionable example of
“Atmanirbhar Bharat”, the
phrase being so much noisily

touted by the Modi Govt, in
the respective areas of pro-
duction and services.   There
is absolutely no valid rationale
for such drastic alteration of
the existing structure of the
Ordnance Factories network,”
said Sen in a detailed state-
ment, supporting protest of
the factory staff on June 19. 

“And present move for
corporatisation of Ordnance
Factories, that too being
pushed through in the midst
of 2nd wave of pandemic, is in
gross violation of the under-
standing and assurances given
by the Government to the
united platform of Defence
workers’ federations in the
face of their decision to go in
for indefinite strike from 12th
October 2020,” said Sen. 

CPI general secretary Raja
termed the corporatization as
“ill-designed move.”

“At least five ministers in
the past including late
Manohar Parrikar, former
defence minister of the BJP
government had given written
assurances to the work force
that the Ordnance Factories
would not be corporatised. 
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With varying protocols
being adopted by differ-

ent States for management of
Covid-19 and allowing persons
in their respective jurisdic-
tion, the CRPF has issued a
detailed set of guidelines for its
personnel entering or report-
ing from leave from mini-
mum seven days quarantine in
case of negative test report and
for positive cases, action as per
existing guidelines.

The move comes after the
status of Covid-19 was
reviewed by the CRPF direc-
torate and it was observed
that the number of patients
and positivity rate has declined
considerably and the overall
situation has improved and the
overall situation has improved.

However, due to caution, care
has been maintained in the
CRPF for consolidation of the
whole process of Covid-19
management.

The State governments
are following different prac-
tices in respect of persons
coming to respective State
jurisdiction.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
there is a provision for
mandatory antigen test and no
quarantine is required if
the test report is negative.
In Punjab, five-day manda-
tory quarantine is in place.
In Rajasthan, no quarantine
is required if a negative
RTPCR report of not less
than 72 hours is there or
institutional quarantine for
15 days or till a negative test
report is  received. In
Rajasthan, no RTPCR test

report or quarantine is
required if an individual is
vaccinated with both the doses
of vaccine 28 days prior to
arrival in the State.

Likewise, in Delhi, no
quarantine/restriction is in
plae for inter-State movement.
In Haryana and Chandigarh,
no institutional quarantine is
required for asymptomatic
passengers.

In view of the differing
Covid protocols in vogue
across the States, the CRPF
issued the detailed instruc-
tions for strict compliance.

The CRPF has directed
that if the test report is nega-
tive or where the test is
mandator y as per local
administration norms, the
personnel will undergo seven-
day quarantine at respective
unit/establishment locations.
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The Centre on Thursday
extended the validity of

motor vehicle documents like

driving licence (DL), registra-
tion certificate (RC) and per-
mits till September 30, 2021, in
view of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. Simultaneously, the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) also
notified to make the PUC
(Pollution Under Control) cer-
tificate for all vehicles uni-
form across the country and
also to link the PUC database
with the National Register.

Keeping the Covid proto-
cols in mind, the MoRTH said

it has advised the enforcement
authorities that the validity of
fitness, permit (all types),
licence, registration or any
other concerned document(s)
may be treated to be valid till
September 30, 2021.

“This covers all documents
whose validity has expired
since Feb 1, 2020, or would
expire by September 30, 2021.
This will help out citizens in
availing transport related ser-
vices, while maintaining social
distancing,” it said.
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In an urgent bid to  avert a TMC
overreach in Tripura, BJP

rushed  Party leaders including
its General Secretary BL Santosh
to Agartala who on Thursday
held marathon meetings with
party MLAs to work out a rec-
onciliation between the Chief
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb and
the Dissident groups in the State.

BJP State president Dr
Manik Saha, accepted "differ-
ences" saying "we are a family,
and in a family it happens some-
time and has been sorted out."

He, However, skirted answer to
the query on TMC's attempt to
poach BJP MLAs in Tripura.

BJP is apprehending that
Mukul Roy back in the  ruling
TMC fold in West Bengal may
organise  defections of MLAs
from the faction-ridden BJP in
the state. BJP's fears are not
unfounded as it was Roy in the
BJP who had facilitated defec-
tions of six  Congress MLAs to
the BJP in 2016.BJP central lead-
ership rushed  Santhosh and its
organisation secretary for the
Northeast ,  Ajay Jamwal,to
Agartala a day before and met

with  Chief Minister and MLAs
including 'rebels'. Santosh report-
edly held a closed door one-to-
one meeting at Agartala with
several BJP  leaders to under-
stand the  di f ferences  and
address the grievances and dif-
ferences.

BJP General Secretary had
discussion with MPs Pratima
Bhowmik and Rebati Tripura,
Deputy Chief Minister Jishnu
Debbarman and dissident MLAs.
Tripura BJP in-charge Vinod
Kumar Sonkar, who was also to
arrive here, had to cancel his visit
on account of a family issue.
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bring political stability in Israel
by shielding the Government
from the Knesset’s longevity.
However, the failed idea, found
little favour with Knesset com-
mittees mostly in the hands of
Netanyahu’s opponents.

Despite Netanyahu’s best
efforts a motley “Parliamentary
grouping” has been able to dis-
lodge him from the Prime
Minister’s post. His 12 years in
the august office from March
31, 2009 have finally come to an
end. Will this be a political
requiem of 71-year-old
Netanyahu, as many people feel
and want? The man himself
disagrees. Son of a centenarian
and historian father, the late
Bentzion Netanyahu, he per-
haps feels life and history will
both be on his side.

Naftali Bennett, the new
Prime Minister of Israel, has
impressive credentials. A com-
mando by training, he served
in reserve duty of the Sayeret
Matkal. In 1999, he founded a
high-tech company Cyota, spe-
cialising in information securi-
ty. He also served as CEO, of
Soluto, which he later sold for
around $100 million.

In 2005, destiny brought
him close to Netanyahu, when
the latter was Leader of
Opposition in the Knesset. He
became the head of

Netanyahu’s general staff, and
helped him formulate the edu-
cation reform plan. Soon after
Netanyahu came to power in
2009, Bennett was appointed as
Director-General of the Yesha
Council, an umbrella organisa-
tion of municipal councils of
the Jewish settlement in West
Bank. He led a fight to lift the
freeze on fresh settlement activ-
ity of Jews in West Bank. The
Jews view the West Bank (or
river Jordan) as Judea-Samaria
of the Old Testament. The
same year he co-founded the
‘My Israel Movement’ which
fought campaigns to boycott
Israel, post-Zionist movements,
and the boycott of Israel. His
entrepreneurial achievements
catapulted his name to the
pages of Forbes magazine in
2012. In November, 2012 he
was appointed as the chairman
of the HaBayit HaYehudi, the
national religious party. In
2013- in the elections to the
19th Knesset, he led his party
to a historic tally of 12 seats.
This time Netanyahu appoint-
ed him as the Minister of
Economy, Minister of Religious
Services and Minister of
Jerusalem and Diaspora Affairs.
In elections to the 20th Knesset
(2015), Bennett’s party won
eight seats. He was made the
Minister of Education and

Minister of Diaspora Affairs in
the 34th Government.

Did Bennett realise that he
would come to lead the 36th
Government? The credit great-
ly goes to the fissiparous poli-
tics of Israel, which can throw
up impossible coalitions as the
current one. The true credit
goes to Yair Lapid, a former
journalist and boxer, who leads
the Yesh Atid party, who con-
vinced Bennett to form an
anti-Netanyahu coalition that
can seize power. While Lapid is
avowedly secular, Bennett is a
demonstratively religious Jew.
Contrary to speculation
Mansour Abbas has not
become a Deputy Prime
Minister. His United Arab List
itself is a divided house on join-
ing the Government. This was
apparently after the bad Press
they got in the neighbouring
Arab countries on their plans
to join the Government.

With Bennett being pro-
settlement, he is likely to follow
a hawkish policy vis-à-vis West
Bank. The two-State solution,
defunct anyway since 2007,
after Fatah and Hamas irre-
trievably split, will elude the lib-
erals again.

(The writer is an author and
independent researcher based in
New Delhi. The views expressed
are personal.) 
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Sir — There is a difference between the con-
stitutionally-guaranteed right to protest and
terrorist activity, said the Delhi High
Court, as it granted bail to three student
activists arrested more than a year ago in
connection with riots in northeast Delhi
that followed protests against the contro-
versial citizenship law. The three students
from Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU),
were arrested under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), and for this the
court was sharp in its criticism of the Delhi
Police. It noted that the UAPA, an anti-ter-
ror law, could not be casually applied to
petty criminal acts or protests by citizens. 

In its anxiety to suppress dissent, in the
mind of the State, the line between the con-
stitutionally-guaranteed right to protest and
terrorist activity seems to be getting blurred.
The High Court remarked that the
chargesheet lacked any specific, particu-
larised, factual allegations that would make
out the ingredients of offences under the
UAPA. In the absence of an actual case
against the offenders, the process then
becomes the punishment. Scathing judg-
ments by courts are notable, but unfortu-
nately not a solution to the problem. It is
time to uphold the right to protest else, India
will no longer remain a true democracy.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
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Sir — Blood is thicker than water is a well-
known saying. This aptly suits the country’s
political system. Both at the national and
the regional level fathers, sons, daughters,
uncles and nephews have influenced India’s
politics from a long time. Earlier, politics
wasn’t a profession; it was a passion.  The
decline in political discourse of the coun-
try began with the onset of dynastic poli-
tics.  Not that the political families always
prospered in the process as affection and
amicability often gave way to bad blood,
betrayal and belligerence. Chirag Paswan
will know better because he is “shell
shocked” by the action of his uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras who “rebelled”
against his nephew for “disrespecting”

him. Disgruntlement with Chirag’s style of
functioning had come to the forefront when
a couple of LJP’s senior leaders switched
sides some time ago. Instead of introspec-
tion, the young leader’s detached look
appeared to have surprised his supporters.
Nothing succeeds like success, and failure
is an orphan.  The LJP’s poor showing in
the Assembly elections seem to have
emboldened his rivals in the party. All this
said, all is not lost for Chirag. He has a long
political journey ahead.  Bihar politics is
most likely to open up sooner than later.
Nitish Kumar cannot hold his own forev-
er.  Chinks in his armour have repeatedly
been exposed. Lalu Prasad is still in the
background. Undoubtedly, Tejashwi and
Chirag are the men to look out for.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Sir — The Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) has decided to go for a
‘30:30:40 formula’ — 30 per cent from Class
10 Board, 30 per cent from Class 11 exam,
and 40 per cent from Class 12 assessment
— to tabulate Class 12 results this year, the
Board informed the Supreme Court which
gave its green signal. The Council for Indian
School Certificate Examinations (CISCE)
has also decided to go for a similar formu-
la as the CBSE, except they have decided to
take the average of the last six years. 

The apex court said there was no ques-
tion of rolling back the decision of not hold-
ing exams. Students who are not satisfied
with the result will be given an opportuni-
ty to appear in examinations when condi-
tions are conducive for it. This is a good
decision and a fair one for all. This is the
best the powers that be can do right now.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Israel has got a new Prime
Minister after 12 years, an
exceptionally long period in
the history of the Zionist

country with splintered politics.
Not even David Ben-Gurion,
Israel’s first Prime Minister, had
served so long continuously in any
of his two stints i.e 1948-54 and
1955-63 as did Benjamin
Netanyahu in his second innings
before being ousted by Naftali
Bennett recently. Interestingly,
both Netanyahu and Bennett
came from the prestigious Israeli
commando unit Sayeret Matkal
also called Unit 269. Its motto –
“Who dares, wins” is likely to play
out in Israeli politics in the days
ahead. The fragile coalition of
Yamina, Yesh Atid, New Hope,
Blue and White, Yisrael Beitenu,
Meretz and Labour parties form-
ing the 36th Government is an
audacity of hope that might go
down the quicksands of a divid-
ed Knesset anytime. With Likud
still the single-largest party, only
one vote (60-59) differentiates the
ruling “Parliamentary Grouping”
from the Opposition.

Way back on May 17, 1999
Netanyahu was dislodged from
the prime ministerial post for the
first time. His then rival was an
Israeli Defence Forces’ General
whose moving elegy on
Netanyahu’s late brother Yonatan
Netanyahu (1946-76) formed a
part of the school curriculum in
Israel. Yonatan was martyred in
Operation Thunderbolt, or Israel’s
daring commando mission to
rescue Israeli passengers from the
hijacked Air France flight from
Entebbe Airport in Uganda on
July 4, 1976. The author of the
elegy was Ehud Barak, the man
who became the 10th Prime
Minister of Israel, by defeating
Netanyahu convincingly.

For a brief period between
1996 and 2001, Israel had exper-
imented with direct prime min-
isterial elections in a bid to arrest
political instability. It was, howev-
er, soon junked after Ehud Barak’s
incumbency lasted less than two
years, due to vicissitudes of Israeli
politics, despite the fact that the
Knesset completed its normal
four-year term. Exactly 20 years
later, it was interesting to find
Netanyahu pitching for a revival
of the system. He argued it could
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Several States in India have started to open
up, with their respective lists of permitted
and restricted activities. While there is con-
cern about the undercounting of cases and

deaths in some States, the overall trend of a reced-
ing second wave is not being disputed. The fre-
netic rush and public anguish, which marked the
frequently futile search for hospital beds that
became the painful images of the second wave
are no longer the dominant themes of Indian or
international media reports. That, in itself, pro-
vides assurance that the second wave is ebbing.

However, it would be unwise to assume that
the turbulent waters of the second wave have
stilled and the boat is set on a safe course ahead.
We still need to see whether there will be a
rebound when the lockdown eases. There are
already reports of people rushing to tourist spots
and holiday resorts. Malls and restaurants are
crowded.  These represent the more affluent sec-
tions, but the signals they send can misguide the
rest of the population. Desire to live life to the full
is understandable after lockdowns but wisdom
must caution against abandonment of safe-
guards against a virus which still poses an active
threat. Common sense tells us that if some care-
less revellers start prancing around when the boat
has just left the rough sea, it can still capsize,
putting everybody in danger.

Even as we steady the boat, when it sails out
of choppy waters, we must watch the charts and
study the signals to see when it might be rocked
again by a third wave. Considerable speculation
has already commenced in the media about the
timing and contours of such a wave. Predictions
have been made, by mathematical modellers and
some epidemiologists, that we may be rocked by
the third wave in November this year. While the
accuracy of such predictions is uncertain, since
they are based on several assumptions, we do need
to be well prepared to meet such a threat when-
ever it arises. 

Several elements will determine the severity
of a third wave: the nature of variants in circu-
lation; the number of persons who have acquired
immunity from vaccination or recent infection;
the number of susceptible people who are avail-
able for the virus to infect  and cause symptomatic
illness; adherence of people to public health advi-
sories on wearing masks and avoiding crowds;
ability of public authorities to prevent super-
spreader events and the preparedness of our
health systems to ensure timely case detection,
supportive home care or assured hospitalisation
with competent service provision.

Our surveillance systems must be sharpened,
to detect the levels of circulating variants and
emergence of new forms. Case detection will need
to be based on both testing and clinical features
gathered by healthcare teams visiting homes. False
negative results from tests can be compensated
by adding clinical criteria (syndromic surveillance,
as used for other infectious disease outbreaks).
Genomic analysis of 5-10 per cent of all positive
test samples would be needed, with higher lev-
els of scrutiny for virus samples recovered from
international travellers. Since testing would pose
more challenges in rural areas, symptom-based
surveillance and contact-based quarantine would
have to be followed, along with the  use of rapid
antigen tests for spot diagnosis and mobile lab-
oratories to carry samples for RT-PCR testing to
authorised laboratories. 

Home care would be appropriate and ade-

quate for 80-85 per cent of all symp-
tomatically infected cases. Primary
health care teams must be trained
in providing supportive care and
monitoring. Symptoms, pulse
oximetry readings, temperature
should be part of daily monitoring
of such home-managed persons. If
the person is a diabetic, blood sugar
too should be monitored with a glu-
cometer. Telemedicine facilities
should be scaled up and standard-
ised, to support home management.
Prior planning should be done to
ensure timely transfer of a person
under home care to an intermedi-
ate or advanced care facility when
the need arises.

Sub-district, district and med-
ical college hospitals should be
equipped to handle a possible surge
of the third wave. It is difficult to
predict how severe it would be, as
it depends on the behaviour of the
virus and its different variants, as
well as the behaviour of people in
adhering to public health advisories
on masks, ventilation and avoidance
of crowding. However, strengthen-
ing of the healthcare infrastructure
and health workforce at various lev-
els of care is long overdue.This is an
opportunity to reduce the existing
disparities of healthcare provisions
between states and districts as well
as between urban and rural areas.

There is speculation in the
media that children will be more
affected in a third wave. It is pos-
sible that more children will be
exposed in an open society than
during the first wave when they

were mostly sheltered or even dur-
ing the second wave when they
were still partly guarded. Numbers
of susceptible adults may also
decrease by that time as several of
them would have been vaccinated
or infected by then. Nevertheless,
adults will still be far more likely to
have severe infection than children
where the vast majority will have
asymptomatic or mild infections.
Even so, expanding hospital ser-
vices for children, including inten-
sive care capacity, will still serve a
useful purpose by strengthening
paediatric care for many serious ill-
nesses. 

Vaccination must be speeded
up, with accelerated domestic pro-
duction and international procure-
ment. The number of vaccination
centres must be increased.
Vaccination in rural areas will
require careful planning of logistics,
sensitive communication for confi-
dence building, support for over-
coming technology barriers to reg-
istration and availability of close-to-
home vaccination centres. The
Delta variant poses challenges with
high infectivity and capacity for vac-
cine evasion, at higher levels than
the wild virus or the Alpha variant.
However, there is reassuring evi-
dence that the variant responds well
to two doses of all available vaccines.
So, we need to provide both doses
of vaccines to vulnerable persons,
identified by age and co-morbidi-
ties. Even pregnant women now
need to be regarded as candidates
for priority vaccination. 

The period of relative calm will
also give us time to build partner-
ships between and among govern-
ment services, local bodies, non-
governmental organisations, school
personnel, trade unions, industry
representatives, community groups
and citizen volunteers. Capacity-
building for concerted action
among these groups will give us the
collective strength to respond more
effectively to the third wave.
Whether to promote Covid-appro-
priate behaviour or to reduce vac-
cine hesitancy, local networks in
the community are vital.
Community based surveillance
systems can also give early alerts of
rising cases. 

We should also utilise this
opportunity to enhance health
and nutrition literacy to increase
immunity. Healthy diets and phys-
ical activity are vital for both
innate and adaptive immunity to
fight the virus and also for preven-
tion and control of non-communi-
cable diseases which are the pre-
dominant co-morbidities that pre-
dict poor outcomes in Covid infec-
tion. Promotion of healthy living
habits using the Covid platform,
will help foster future health and
well-being.

We need to prepare well for a
competent and concerted response
that can anticipate, avert or atten-
uate future public health emergen-
cies. By being forewarned and
forearmed, we can restrict the
third wave to a ripple rather than
a tidal wave. 
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The period between
April 1 and June 5
found 30,071 children
in need of care of pro-

tection as 26,176 of them lost
either parent, 3,621 children lost
both parents and 274 children
were abandoned. Many of them
are ‘Covid Orphans.’ Of them
15,620 are boys, 14,447 girls and
four transgenders; 11,815 are in
the 8-13 age group and 5,107 in
the 4-7 age group. Nearly all of
them are in the care of a
guardian, a family member or
a surviving parent while the rest
are in shelter homes, orphan-
ages or with "special adoption
agencies."

The number of out-of-
home care children in need of
care and protection in India is
estimated to be about 2.4 crore
and the number is continuous-

ly on the rise. Several financial
support measures have been
announced for orphaned chil-
dren from the PM Cares Fund,
Ministry of Women and Child
Development and by States.
However, the issue remains
that these orphans’ needs in
terms of permanent homes
and settlement have to be taken
care of as a priority. 

Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2015 is primary legislation for
ensuring the safety, security,
dignity and well-being of chil-
dren. The orphans need to be
produced before Children
Welfare Committees (CWCs)
which decide whether the child
can be kept with the extended
family, in foster care with sup-
port or at State-run centres. The
Act also lays down procedures

for their adoption. However, in
practice, it has been found that
the courts are heavily clogged
with arrears and the adoption
proceedings take years. In 2015,
the Government instituted a
centralised online system CAR-
INGS (Child Adoption
Resource Information and
Guidance System) to facilitate
adoption primarily to check
abuse of adoption proceedings
by NGOs. Only prospective

parents registered on CAR-
INGS portal managed by
Central Adoption Resource
Agency (CARA) can adopt
children. CARA prefers
orphans under kinship care,
with shelter homes being the
last resort. A child under two
years is considered ‘legally free’
to be adopted if no one
approaches the shelter home for
two months. The waiting peri-
od is four months for older chil-
dren. As many as 5,693 children
were adopted in 2010 and 5,964
in 2011. After the institution of
CARA and CARINGS in 2015,
the pace of adoption has dis-
tinctly slowed down to 1881 in
2015-16, 3,210 in 2016-17and
2,160 in 2020-21. The pandem-
ic has slowed down the adop-
tion process further as it also
affected functioning of courts. 

There is a bias towards
adoption of infants. Over 80 per
cent of adoptions are of children
below two years. Litigation and
challenges end up delaying the
adoption process. In the last
three years, 174 cases ended in
disruption — termination of
adoption proceeding before
finalisation — and five cases
ended in dissolution — termi-
nation after finalisation.

Hundreds of adoption cases
are still pending in courts. An
amendment to the concerned
Act to transfer powers vested in
courts to District Magistrates in
order to speed up adoptions
process is awaiting Rajya Sabha
approval. The amendment also
seeks to give a prominent role
to District Magistrates in super-
intendence of Child Care
Institutions, mostly run by

NGOs supposedly under the
oversight of the Social Welfare
Department. It is found that the
NGOs are interested in getting
funding without properly pro-
viding even basic facilities of
food, hygiene and sanitation.
There have also been serious
complaints of abuse of inmates
in some of NGO-run facilities.

The 2015 law had ushered
in the concept of foster care in
India in which the child is
placed with a caregiver running
a residential child care facility
or in a private home of a foster
parent. They receive financial
support from Government.

The system provides per-
sonalized parental care in a
family-like environment to a
group of unrelated children in
a community setting. It is con-
sidered suitable for street chil-

dren who pass through a wean-
ing period prior to their place-
ment in individual foster care or
any other form of family-based
care. In the broader interest of
these children, there is a case for
evolving newer, more flexible
mechanisms that are less strin-
gent than full-scale legal adop-
tion or a formal foster-care
arrangement. One mechanism
is that of sponsorship charities
run by NGOs, which can be
adopted by the Government to
connect a donor/sponsor with
a particular child. It allows for
financial and emotional support
without the legal implications
on succession. Not only the
childless seeking adoption but
persons of means with children
can come forward under a
Government-managed system
to support children.
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Microsoft’s India-born CEO
Satya Nadella  has been

appointed as the technology
giant’s new Chairman, an addi-
tional  role in which he will
“lead the work to set the agen-
da for the board.”

Microsoft Corp on
Wednesday announced that
the board’s independent  direc-
tors unanimously elected
Nadella to the role of board
chair,  and unanimously elect-
ed John W Thompson as the
lead independent director,  a
role he held previously from
2012 to 2014.

“In this role, Nadella will
lead the work to set the agen-
da for  the board, leveraging his
deep understanding of the
business to elevate  the right
strategic opportunities and
identify key risks and mitiga-
tion  approaches for the board’s
review,” the company said in a
statement.

Nadella, 53, succeeds
Thompson, who as the lead
independent director,  will
retain significant authority
including providing input on
behalf of the independent
directors on board agendas,
calling meetings of  the inde-
pendent directors, setting agen-
das for executive sessions,  and

leading performance evalua-
tions of the CEO, the technol-
ogy giant said.

Nadella, who has served as
chief executive since 2014, has
helped ntransform the compa-
ny into a leader in cloud com-
puting in recent  years, result-
ing in blockbuster earnings
and a market cap of close  to
USD 2 trillion, CNN reported.

In addition to these role
changes, the board declared a
quarterly  dividend of USD 0.56
per share. The dividend is
payable September  9, 2021, to
shareholders of record on
August 19, 2021.

Nadella succeeded Steve
Ballmer to become Microsoft’s
CEO in 2014.
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Domestic equity bench-
marks retreated for  the

second straight session on
Thursday, mirroring weak-
ness in global  markets  after
the US Federal Reserve sur-
prised investors by signalling
faster-than-expected rate
hikes.

A sharp drop in the
rupee - which plunged 76
paise against the  US dollar -
also sapped risk appetite,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 178.65 points or 0.34
per cent lower  at 52,323.33.
The broader NSE Nifty
declined 76.15 points or 0.48
per cent to 15,691.40.

Banking and finance
stocks accounted for most of
the losses, while  the IT pack
saw brisk buying, fuelled by a
weak rupee.

IndusInd Bank was the
top loser in the Sensex pack,
shedding 2.91  per cent, fol-
lowed by Dr Reddy’s, NTPC,
Maruti, Bajaj Auto, Axis
Bank, Bharti Airtel and
HDFC.

On the other hand,
UltraTech Cement, Asian
Paints, TCS, Infosys,  Tech
Mahindra and HCL Tech
were among the major gain-
ers, spurting  up to 1.86 per
cent.

“Domestic equities trad-
ed weak today on account of
weak global  cues led from the
FOMC meeting outcome as
investors focused more  on
the US Federal Reserve rais-
ing the country’s economic
growth forecast  while noting
its projection to hike interest
rates sooner than expected.

“The Fed raised the US
growth forecast to 7 per cent
this year,  while officials
moved their first projected
rate increases from 2024  into
2023 and opened talks about
when to pull back on the USD
120  billion in monthly bond
purchase program,” said Vikas
Jain, Senior  Research Analyst
at Reliance Securities.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said a fast normali-
sation of the US economy and
strong job market can lead to
the Fed tapering its bond
buying.

“This can lead to tight-
ening of bonds yields which
will impact the pricing of
equity asset,” he added.

Sectorally, BSE power,
metal, realty, industrials and
utilities indices ended up to
2.38 per cent lower, while IT,
teck and FMCG indices
closed with gains. Broader
BSE midcap and smallcap
indices fell up to 1.29 per cent.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-

es in Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended on a positive
note, while Seoul and Tokyo
were in the red.

Stock exchanges in
Europe were also trading with
losses in mid-session deals.
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In order to ensure the cuts
in GST rates of essential

Covid-19 drugs and other
medications is passed on to
consumers, the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority has directed all
pharma manufacturing and
marketing companies to
revise the maximum retail
price (MRP) on drugs and
formulations immediately
taking into effect the reduced
tax rate.

The move from the phar-
ma pricing regulator is
expected to ensure that the
tax cuts benefits consumers
by way of low cost of drugs
and medications in the cur-
rent difficult period of the
pandemic.

The office memorandum
issued by NPPA said that the
change in GST rate has an
impact on fixation of MRP of
items attracting tax.

As the MRP of drugs and
formulations is inclusive of
tax, therefore, any downward
change in tax/GST rates
should be reflected in MRP
and the befit of this reduction
should be passed on to the
consumers, it said.
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Declining for the eighth
consecutive session,  the

Indian rupee tumbled 76
paise to close below the 74-
mark against  the US dollar
on Thursday, tracking a
strong greenback overseas
after  the US Federal Reserve
surprised the market by sig-
nalling rate hikes  sooner
than expected.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened weak at 73.65 against
the American currency, then
lost further ground  and
finally closed at 74.08, show-
ing a fall of 76 paise over its
previous close.
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Script Open High Low LTP
ADANIPORTS 680.8 704 638.2 646.8
ADANIENT 1381.1 1435.25 1304.4 1367.95
TATAPOWER 124 126.85 122.2 123.9
TATASTEEL 1119.95 1133.75 1096 1103.65
ADVENZYMES 406.05 447.75 399.7 431.55
RELIANCE 2200.25 2235 2179.85 2215.55
HSCL 53.7 62.1 53.7 57.8
SAIL 127.55 133.35 127.4 128.3
IBULHSGFIN 294 301.45 281.5 283.6
ITC 207.2 208 205.05 205.5
GUJGAS 636.85 674.8 626.05 659.9
MOTHERSUMI 244 244.9 237.15 239.65
SBIN 420.5 425.9 416.7 420.2
IDEA 9.5 9.77 9.39 9.43
CESC 797 819.15 774 780.5
INDUSINDBK 1000 1022 968.55 984.25
JUSTDIAL 1042 1108.5 1026 1038.2
TATAMOTORS 348 352.9 342.4 345.6
BAJFINANCE 5927 6116.25 5927 6050
TCS 3260 3335.05 3260 3320.1
INFY 1473 1502 1473 1497.05
HINDALCO 378 380.25 365.25 369.3
HFCL 52.05 54.75 52.05 53.2
ZEEL 225.1 231.5 222.4 223.7
BOMDYEING 91.5 99.75 91.3 94.75
LICHSGFIN 494.9 498 478.1 482.05
UNIONBANK 36.1 39.25 36.1 38.05
JINDALSTEL 400 411.5 392.6 395.85
GREAVESCOT 150 169.35 147.8 163.85
HINDUNILVR 2395.35 2425.05 2386.1 2416.9
BHEL 65.65 68.05 65.2 65.5
PNB 41 42.05 40.85 41.1
ICICIBANK 633 637.55 627 632.5
BANKBARODA 83.5 84.6 81.3 81.85
AUROPHARMA 978 988.65 947.65 962.9
KOTAKBANK 1750.1 1771.7 1737.05 1767.9
BEML 1330 1424.65 1312.9 1382.25
ASHOKLEY 124.4 125.15 119.6 121.2
HDFC 2481 2507 2481 2487
SRTRANSFIN 1415.7 1436.35 1393.4 1410.95
JSWSTEEL 704 711 693.5 696.4
JAICORPLTD 159.1 165.1 148.8 152.6
ASIANPAINT 3005 3073.75 3001.5 3060.35
THYROCARE 1280 1369.15 1266.8 1308.15
NMDC 176.85 180.45 176.25 179.85
DRREDDY 5420 5420 5250.65 5288.3
ESCORTS 1185.05 1187.1 1160 1165.4
DEEPAKNI 1768.9 1789.85 1750 1773.5
CADILAHC 622.35 633.5 617.1 620.25
UPL 830 847.8 828.65 834.4
IBREALEST 107.05 114.1 106.2 108
NBCC 55.35 57.3 54.8 55.4
WABAG 361.1 396.2 361.1 379.75
BHARATFORG 730 739.65 723.3 725.2
BHARTIARTL 538.25 541.3 527.25 528.7
CIPLA 954 959.6 943.5 950.9
DLF 302.5 306.15 294.85 296.8
NATIONALUM 69 70.85 67.05 68.65
BAJAJCON 298 301 292.85 295.9
IRCTC 2072.5 2089.05 2038 2051.15
CHAMBLFERT 310 320.8 297.45 302.65
TRIDENT 16.3 17.35 16.3 16.75
SUZLON 6.96 7.38 6.96 7.17
CUMMINSIND 849.05 849.15 831.45 839.5
FEDERALBNK 85 86.45 84.25 85.35
BAJAJFINSV 11785 11930.45 11735.5 11818.05
WIPRO 553.9 561.3 549.7 558.9
DIXON 4188 4330.7 4127.25 4301.75
MFSL 1006.3 1039 987.15 1004.8
ITDC 384.1 463.9 383.5 437.5
HINDCOPPER 153.65 156.9 152 152.75
LAURUSLABS 615 625.05 608.7 611.05
PEL 2199.95 2222 2141.6 2163.05
HINDPETRO 304.3 312 303 309.05
MARICO 506.35 522.2 506 518.85
JUBLFOOD 3229.75 3288.4 3192.95 3254.85
HEROMOTOCO 2967.65 2967.65 2903 2914.8
TATACONSUM 734.4 747.15 725.05 745.1
SUNPHARMA 670.1 673.35 661.55 664.7
POWERGRID 244.25 244.25 236.85 239.7
GMRINFRA 29.3 30.05 28.5 28.75
VEDL 264 268.15 258.65 261.2
AARTIIND 1827.95 1839.5 1787.85 1811.45
RBLBANK 213.5 216 209 209.75
RAIN 195.4 206.65 193.2 196.75
GLENMARK 638.55 653.65 630.05 639.25
PHILIPCARB 230 234.35 226.05 228
SUNTV 529.7 540.2 522.45 531.85
CONCOR 675 697.45 671.6 677.5
SOUTHBANK 10.62 11.4 10.62 11.03
HDFCBANK 1470 1478.1 1460 1465.95
IEX 367.5 376.35 367.5 373.05
COALINDIA 155.8 155.8 151.45 152.05
CANBK 151.7 154.3 149.55 151.35
BATAINDIA 1640 1679.2 1625.05 1670.65
HCLTECH 978 989 978 986.35
HAVELLS 1000.25 1008.5 991.2 997.35
NESTLEIND 17972.45 18175 17896.4 18053.5
RADICO 738 803 728.9 783.35
RALLIS 333.6 357.95 333.6 352.3
ULTRACEMCO 6584 6751 6524.35 6708.15
HINDZINC 334.9 335.3 324.75 333.85
M&MFIN 168.65 168.85 162 162.7
AMBUJACEM 337.75 348.6 336.3 346.35
NTPC 118.9 120.6 116.9 117.25
ONGC 126.25 127 123.5 125
LUPIN 1169 1181.55 1153 1162.65

MPHASIS 2085 2132.3 2021.4 2037.55
GRAPHITE 710 718.15 653.5 668
MARUTI 7062.15 7097.3 6940 6968.75
NAUKRI 4791.25 4961.2 4791.25 4949.7
IOC 115.6 116.3 114.05 114.6
HDFCLIFE 688 703.8 682.6 700.1
TATACHEM 734.85 742 718.5 725.95
L&TFH 96 96.3 93.1 93.95
AXISBANK 743.6 745.45 736 738.2
TECHM 1060 1084.35 1057.15 1080.25
GAIL 161.9 163.65 158.75 160.55
JSWENERGY 163.8 166.05 157.75 161.1
AUBANK 1026.1 1055.75 1007.8 1026.2
BRITANNIA 3601 3663.2 3601 3658.65
M&M 799 809.9 793 805.45
BPCL 478.6 482.8 476.15 477.1
TATAELXSI 3740 3819.8 3720.85 3737.25
AMARAJABAT 768 778.45 758.2 763.3
CARERATING 704.7 749.95 697.55 712.45
MGL 1249 1284.45 1232.45 1245.25
DEEPAKFERT 443 464.1 438.3 452.8
GRASIM 1465 1490 1450 1457.45
ABFRL 200.9 206.55 200.25 201.6
GRANULES 320.8 321.65 316 317.3
IRB 150.1 150.1 140.6 143.25
NATCOPHARM 1136.8 1136.8 1075.5 1081.15
DIVISLAB 4302 4322.85 4272 4301.1
IDFCFIRSTB 58.25 59.5 57.55 57.85
COROMANDEL 861.9 897.8 860 885.05
MINDTREE 2450 2508.2 2449.55 2478
VOLTAS 1016.05 1043.25 1013.6 1030.5
PIDILITIND 2125 2159.8 2119 2127.8
SOMANYCERA 537 565 516.2 532.95
JAGRAN* 61.7 63.7 61.55 62.6
APOLLOTYRE 232.9 234.6 228.7 229.85
GICRE 203 208.8 201.15 203.8
FCONSUMER 9.9 9.95 9.31 9.5
PFC 129 129 126.45 127
JKTYRE 150.3 154.2 147.2 152.9
UBL 1374.55 1417.45 1362.15 1402.65
TORNTPHARM 2875 2965 2869.9 2953.3
BEL 149 149.75 144.7 146.15
INDIGO 1711 1737.7 1696.15 1708.25
NOCIL 206 214.75 205.55 210.45
SPARC 240 241.8 231.25 233.9
DELTACORP 179.1 186 177.15 178.2
BALKRISIND 2255 2319 2226.35 2305.25
SHREECEM 28203.1 28795.7 28100 28363.55
MMTC 59.2 60.15 57.6 58.65

PIIND 2880 2913.35 2845.85 2861.5
NCC 85.2 89 83.7 84.1
SPICEJET 76.95 78.25 76.55 76.9
NLCINDIA 62.7 64.7 61.85 62.2
MUTHOOTFIN 1501.9 1511.15 1476.45 1482.8
POLYCAB 1919 1950.1 1893.6 1940.35
ADANIGREEN 1112.7 1140 1112.7 1113.35
ICICIPRULI 576 592.7 569.8 589.4
OFSS 3699 3699 3556.75 3580.5
COLPAL 1712 1731.85 1700 1719.35
SIEMENS 2018 2038.65 2003.1 2009.15
ASHOKA 100.9 103.25 99.2 100.15
TATACOFFEE 180.25 183.1 177.5 178.4
CANFINHOME 515 524.95 511.55 514.9
BSOFT 406 406.3 395.4 400.25
TRENT 847.9 894.05 830.05 856.45
LT 1483.45 1499.45 1480.15 1488.55
PETRONET 228.8 231.1 227.85 228.55
DCBBANK 111.5 114.45 109.55 110.75
RCF 85.7 87.85 84.15 84.75
INDIACEM 190 193.8 187.1 188
PVR 1421 1445.3 1417.05 1422.3
LTTS 2842.2 2854.05 2752.25 2808.75
MINDAIND 645 658.95 639 644.15
CHOLAFIN 560.1 565.3 545.1 550
CENTURYTEX 543.05 598.55 543.05 567.7
STAR 785 796.4 777 788.9
SBICARD 1074.8 1074.85 1044.7 1050.85
ABB 1745 1775 1694.1 1715.1
J&KBANK 30.5 31.4 29.75 30.1
APLAPOLLO 1499 1598 1483.45 1564.15
EICHERMOT 2725 2772.4 2663.8 2676.15
NAVNETEDUL* 93 95.4 93 94.1
RAYMOND 404 430.45 403 426.75
FSL 164.7 167.3 160 164.55
ASTRAL 1953 1989.65 1951.85 1974.95

GODREJPROP 1402 1426.55 1381.85 1391.5
HDFCAMC 3020 3032.9 2982.65 3011.4
INDHOTEL 133.1 135.5 129.25 129.95
EXIDEIND 190 190.95 187.05 187.7
NAVINFLUOR 3328.55 3424.3 3309.55 3378.55
APOLLOHOSP 3260 3281.55 3225.1 3240.35
GSPL 310.95 326 308.05 320.85
JKLAKSHMI 554.2 594.4 554 580.85
RAMCOCEM 1021.95 1045 1008.35 1035
GSFC 121 122.4 117.4 118.7
BANDHANBNK 318.8 321.7 312.8 318.7
ISEC 639.85 654.1 628.05 636.35
INDUSTOWER 251.4 255.8 246 247.3
HATHWAY 27 27.55 26.5 26.8
IGL 533 541.5 528.65 536.05
TATAMETALI 1126 1135.45 1104.45 1114.95
IOB 20 21.05 19.95 20.1
BALMLAWRIE 138.3 146.45 138.3 141.2
WOCKPHARMA 621.25 635.35 606.65 611.35
GEPIL 330 347.85 325 342.8
HEG 2250 2252.45 2143.8 2161.8
LTI 4200 4215.7 4136.05 4167.3
ITI 128 137.65 126.6 127.65
EIDPARRY 426.1 431.5 406.05 427.95
MCX 1532 1537.45 1487 1492.45
WELSPUNIND 91.3 94.75 91.3 92.65
RELAXO 1122 1166 1092.5 1100.1
DMART 3291 3305 3262.75 3287.55
SRF 7130 7200.9 7075 7134.5
SCI 114 115.5 111.85 112.35
WELCORP 149.55 152.9 144.85 146.75
BASF 2755 2772 2659.25 2696.95
MRF 82300 83300 81813.2 82681.45
KEC 406.2 421.4 404.55 416.95
GODREJCP 915 917.3 901.4 907.8
INFIBEAM 50.5 52.1 50.1 51.1
JSL 100 104.75 96.3 98.75
TATAMTRDVR 160.25 164.6 159.2 160.75
SBILIFE 975 993.2 975 983.25
GODREJAGRO 555 563.85 552.6 557.45
TORNTPOWER 467.55 468.5 452.45 457.5
KRBL 236.1 238.55 231.35 232.85
SHK 163.15 176.45 161.45 174.5
JINDALSAW 106.05 110.05 105 106
IDBI 38.5 39.1 38.25 38.35
MANAPPURAM 167 167.05 162.45 163.35
RVNL 32 32.8 31.65 31.85
BAJAJ-AUTO 4111.25 4111.25 4045 4059
TITAN 1702 1722 1701.95 1708.1
TV18BRDCST 43.85 45.4 43.1 43.95
COFORGE 3984 4012 3941.95 3979.65
ECLERX 1700 1743.9 1641.3 1682.35
ALKYLAMINE 3520 3604.4 3520 3585.45
BANKINDIA 77.9 78.9 76.8 77.1
BALRAMCHIN 336.8 340.75 328 334.45
FORTIS 239.8 241.9 231 233.95
INDIANB 138.4 143.5 138.4 140.3
DABUR 579.8 581.15 570.15 573.05
CHENNPETRO 131 135.45 130.65 131.3
CUB 167 167 163.75 165.85
TVSMOTOR 621 622.1 605.5 611.05
CENTRALBK 20.5 21.45 20.3 20.6
TAKE 67.25 69.7 67.25 67.85
ACC 2010 2061.4 2005.95 2040.65
MAHABANK 25.5 26.2 25.2 25.5
HIMATSEIDE 169.55 188.8 168.2 183.2
BOSCHLTD 15750 15751.35 15346.85 15394.9
SWSOLAR 236.3 249.8 233.55 243.05
BIOCON 403 406.6 396.05 398.75
JKPAPER 171.4 174.8 170 171.95
NIACL 173.5 177.25 170.65 171.75
PARAGMILK 141.1 146.3 139.7 141.15
SHANKARA 437.3 456 437.3 442.7
RAJESHEXPO 593.7 594.6 574.9 585.65
EDELWEISS 70.5 74.4 70.5 71.85
ABCAPITAL 122.3 125.3 121 121.85
JMFINANCIL 93.3 97.75 93 96.05
KPITTECH 237.6 248.6 233.5 239.2
KEI 697.5 716.9 680.8 702.05
JSLHISAR 190 193.6 179.65 185.25
OIL 147.4 148.5 144.45 146
DBCORP 111.55 119.2 111.55 113.35
ALLCARGO 143.2 148.6 140.5 143.65
CAPPL 662.15 685.7 662.15 668.8
INTELLECT 760 778.1 751.95 764.65
PAGEIND 29950 30110.85 29737.75 29914.1
STLTECH 257.1 269.25 255.25 267
CASTROLIND 150.15 151.5 146.25 147.75
ADANIPOWER 120.9 120.9 120.9 120.9
SUPRAJIT 282.85 297.35 282.2 285.3
DBL 540.05 559.8 540.05 556.65
TNPL 164.8 177.6 164.45 173.2
VMART 2791.45 2821.45 2788 2794.85
TATACOMM 1305 1305 1262.85 1272
SUMICHEM 380.55 393.8 376.2 378.3
ICICIGI 1526.95 1530 1491.05 1508.15
RECLTD 153.55 155.35 149.25 150.25
NH 469.95 473.6 459.65 465.6
PFIZER 5390 5518.75 5368.5 5405.2
NAM-INDIA 364.15 365.75 358.45 360.3
GMDCLTD 79.4 79.4 75.2 75.85
JBCHEPHARM 1535 1535 1492.55 1526.55
VGUARD 268.1 268.1 253.1 255.85
LUXIND 3420 3566.9 3305 3334.4
SUPREMEIND 2277.95 2277.95 2228 2259.85
UJJIVANSFB 32.3 33.15 31.5 31.7
AVANTI 575 593.4 575 587.45
CGCL 503 535.95 503 528.9

GNFC 368.7 375.45 362.25 364.6
BERGEPAINT 819.5 829.1 807.3 819.85
KALPATPOWR 434 439.2 422.7 425.8
INDIAMART 7280 7327.2 7182.05 7206.45
AFFLE 5123 5168.9 4960 4993.5
DCMSHRIRAM 737.35 753.6 718.55 733
LALPATHLAB 3139.75 3170.35 3105.3 3149.95
CYIENT 842 870.7 834.1 856.9
NBVENTURES* 119.5 122.45 111.3 114.7
EMAMILTD 542 555.4 542 545.8
HONAUT 40598.85 41479 40275 40943.55
SUDARSCHEM 674.35 688.65 665.05 668.05
BDL 357.55 370 357.55 362.65
GET&D 143.85 153.85 142.5 146.9
CEATLTD 1367.9 1395.95 1365.2 1379.75
VBL 784.5 794.45 777.15 791.2
PNBHOUSING 690.05 750.1 690.05 750.1
HUDCO 50.85 52.55 50.65 51.4
JUBLPHARMA 763 763 751.2 757.95
COCHINSHIP 416 419.1 408.05 411.75
JKCEMENT 2750 2839.55 2750 2801.4
PERSISTENT 2594.5 2594.5 2480 2554.4
SKFINDIA 2572 2725 2567 2617.75
ALKEM 3150 3186.45 3136.65 3167.3
GESHIP 409.95 416 401.5 404.2
VINATIORGA 1746 1768.2 1740.9 1761.5
KAJARIACER 990 1010.25 964.1 974.55
PCJEWELLER 27.25 28.25 27.2 27.3
APLLTD 990 1015 967.75 990.75
DHANUKA 978.9 985.95 962.85 970.35
NHPC 26.7 27 26.5 26.65
PRESTIGE 281.05 286.85 280.15 280.95
SYNGENE 588.95 588.95 575.15 577.9
LEMONTREE 41.85 42.65 41.25 41.65
BBTC 1338 1375 1321.05 1340.85
GLAXO 1550 1562 1541 1543.25
IDFC 55 56.1 54.55 54.75
MOIL 187.05 189.55 184.1 185.05
PTC 109 109.25 105.55 106.3
IRCON 47.7 47.8 47.05 47.15
HAL 1032.75 1054.5 1024.4 1027.15
KPRMILL 1489.05 1590 1489.05 1546.45
SWANENERGY 138.45 140.35 137.35 138.85
IFCI 13.13 13.86 12.88 13.35
METROPOLIS 2800 2801.35 2720.4 2743.4
VRLLOG 282.5 293.75 282 285.4
CROMPTON 424.9 429 419.05 422.15
CARBORUNIV 573.95 589.9 570.3 585.9
AEGISLOG 361.25 374.2 357.05 358.95
MOTILALOFS 800.6 823 800.15 807.25
ORIENTCEM 135 140.7 134.2 136.75
VENKYS 2645.8 2692 2600 2613.6
ENGINERSIN 83 84.4 82.15 82.5
GPPL 115.7 115.7 110.15 111.6
VAIBHAVGBL 799.25 810 798.05 802.35
SIS 417.95 425.95 415.25 423.3
SUNTECK 294.95 299.35 282.6 289.35
WHIRLPOOL 2289 2309.45 2240 2247.5
DALBHARAT 1824.65 1846 1801 1806.2
BLUESTARCO 805.25 817 803 813.65
ENDURANCE 1532 1605.35 1532 1574.65
ABBOTINDIA 16365.15 16585 16347.5 16528.95
UCOBANK 14 14.36 13.75 13.93
BIRLACORPN 1200 1244.2 1200 1216.95
DCAL 200 211 199.15 202.3
KNRCON 221.1 227.5 220.1 226.05
KTKBANK 63 64.1 61.95 62.9
TATAINVEST 1154.85 1155 1122.15 1124.7
OBEROIRLTY 640 649 624.55 633.65
FINOLEXIND 167.85 172 165.85 169.15
FINEORG 2861.35 2880 2803.55 2865.6
GUJALKALI 412 417 406.3 408.55
PGHH 13280 13500 13030.65 13357.3
SYMPHONY 1112 1139.95 1081 1088.75
FINCABLES 484.6 489.95 480.55 485.6
JCHAC 2290 2314.4 2251 2264.35
ATUL 8900 8990 8881.85 8963.95
MRPL 53.6 54.3 52.8 53
GMM 4646 4677.7 4595.05 4624.75
DISHTV 15.2 15.56 14.86 14.98
ZENSARTECH 304.9 304.9 294.6 297.6
PHOENIXLTD 824.9 829.3 800.05 812.65
AKZOINDIA 2293.8 2309 2261 2268.05
MIDHANI 206 211 204.35 206
BLISSGVS 112 113.5 110.5 110.7
UJJIVAN 212 216.4 212 212.95
ORIENTELEC 324 332.95 321 327
ASTRAZEN 3769.95 3780 3721.15 3735.25
MASFIN 873.55 886 845.15 851.55
GHCL 277 296.5 277 286.1
MAHINDCIE 216.6 217 212.1 214.9
IPCALAB 2032 2063.3 2020.85 2028.55
CRISIL 2445 2485.05 2423.05 2455.85
RITES 274.75 275.4 267.25 268.65
ADANITRANS 1300.9 1300.9 1300.9 1300.9
SANOFI 7755 7797 7736.4 7751.45
BLUEDART 5870 5913.55 5755 5774
MINDACORP 137.9 138 132.15 134.65
SJVN 29.25 29.6 28.6 28.75
LAOPALA 281.6 288.35 277 280.85
SOLARINDS 1583.35 1630.05 1575 1607.3
GRINDWELL 1140.6 1178.5 1140.6 1158.6
CCL 342.8 354 340.5 345.9
HERITGFOOD 408.1 421 408.1 410.2
TIMETECHNO 84.1 85.65 83.3 83.8
GODFRYPHLP 930.2 934.8 920.45 923.1
MAHSEAMLES 322.9 326.65 313.1 314.25
SHRIRAMCIT 1706.15 1753.05 1687.95 1732.45

REDINGTON 263 265.2 255.1 257.05
FLUOROCHEM 1141.9 1188 1141.45 1152.5
FRETAIL 65.6 65.6 65.6 65.6
TCIEXP 1482.75 1489.45 1444.95 1451.95
ATGL 1324.3 1324.3 1324.3 1324.3
VIPIND 402 407.7 395.25 403.7
PNCINFRA 259.5 259.5 248.8 252.65
NESCO 564.9 579.25 553.95 566.3

AMBER 2790 2795 2750.05 2765.65
EPL 259.25 266.5 258.9 265.45
AJANTPHARM 1984.5 2012.8 1950 1969.75
GRSE 201 203.8 197.05 197.6
MHRIL 261.9 261.9 252.6 253.3
REPCOHOME 390 396.55 386.1 390.2
FDC 359.85 360.2 350.25 353.9
BAJAJELEC 1040 1054.25 1005.8 1015.3
GALAXYSURF 3029.3 3087 2990 3022.3
WABCOINDIA 7200 7324.3 7115.05 7137
TIINDIA 1252.35 1270.7 1213 1232.25
ARVINDFASN 139 140.55 137 137.6
UFLEX 474.75 482.85 459.75 473.6
PGHL 5844.9 5844.9 5760 5766.65
AIAENG 1985 2026.5 1971 1979.75
JTEKTINDIA 107.2 110.45 106.85 109
GDL 314 318.95 301.05 304.1
BAYERCROP 5618.5 5715.15 5618.5 5672.25
EQUITAS 94.05 96.05 93.55 93.95
IFBIND 1081.85 1084 1050.35 1056.85
MAHLIFE 635.2 654 610 612.8
QUESS 838 855.05 825.25 837.25
ASTERDM 154 157.6 153.2 153.7
TEAMLEASE 3552.35 3574.55 3506 3542.1
SCHNEIDER 128.45 129.2 125.2 126.6
HAWKINCOOK 6000 6089 5940 5983.55
GULFOILLUB 695.25 704.05 682 694.35
MAHLOG 574.7 586.65 574.7 582.15
TVTODAY 311 311.3 300.3 305.75
GODREJIND 538 540.4 531.1 534.2
KANSAINER 580 581.2 565.9 567.95
BAJAJHLDNG 3525.1 3550.6 3503.8 3519.9
HEIDELBERG 245 254.3 245 251
INOXLEISUR 307 316 307 314.2
FORCEMOT 1243.7 1243.7 1197 1201.5
JYOTHYLAB 158 159.15 154.5 156.45
VTL 1405.05 1445.55 1381.85 1389.95
SPANDANA 699.8 699.8 680.95 690.4
CSBBANK 324 327.1 313.2 315.05
PRSMJOHNSN 129.9 132.45 129 130.75
JAMNAAUTO 87.6 87.6 84.7 85.8
SONATSOFTW 730.4 730.4 708.45 710.7
SOBHA 500.95 505.95 491.35 494.75
NILKAMAL 2200 2242.1 2172.9 2236.65
RATNAMANI 1999 2038.95 1990 2020.2
STARCEMENT 110 111.2 107.95 108.75
TTKPRESTIG 8681.7 8813.6 8570.05 8596.7
THERMAX 1475.5 1488.9 1418.4 1429.85
3MINDIA 25200 25537.5 25160.5 25234.55
CERA 4305.1 4510 4288.1 4364.2
VARROC 378 379.15 373.5 374.55
WESTLIFE 482.8 497 479.8 495.8
GILLETTE 5790 5790 5644 5661.45
IIFL 247 269 247 253.05
TASTYBIT 15146.9 15250 14830 15042.85
EIHOTEL 115.65 116.75 113.15 113.6
CREDITACC 744 771.25 740.7 753.7
SHOPERSTOP 234.4 239.15 228.55 230.3
CENTURYPLY 420 420 409 411.8
TIMKEN 1332.2 1374.95 1332 1349.6
LAXMIMACH 6511.8 6539.7 6421.3 6442
SCHAEFFLER 5229.85 5325 5172.95 5306.3
VSTIND 3449.45 3489.25 3439.85 3454.75
INDOCO 402.5 411.75 401.35 403.15
LINDEINDIA 1599.5 1599.65 1565 1570.15
MAHSCOOTER 3699.05 3798.5 3699 3729.5
INDOSTAR 384.7 394.95 382 383.8
TCNSBRANDS 544.7 554.5 538 543
BRIGADE 280.9 283.65 278 279.1
POWERINDIA 1800 1834.3 1780.2 1798.2
SUNDRMFAST 826 838 817 822.55
TVSSRICHAK 2028.05 2029.7 1976.25 1988.4
ORIENTREF 305.15 311 302.55 309.4
GARFIBRES 3030.2 3092.45 3000 3062.4
AAVAS 2497 2539.8 2490.6 2521.25
ZYDUSWELL 2054 2058.1 2015 2031.85
ERIS 701.05 711.9 701 705.45
SFL 2201.45 2204.3 2177.95 2196.8
KSB 995.3 1004 968 972.95
ESABINDIA 1863.05 1884.85 1825.15 1830.1
CHOLAHLDNG 660 660 631.3 634.1
IIFLWAM 1135 1140.1 1128.55 1131.85
OMAXE 82.95 83.1 80.55 81.25
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 15,648.30 15,769.35 15,616.75 15,691.40 -76.15
ULTRACEMCO 6,555.00 6,750.00 6,550.05 6,699.00 111.6
TCS 3,265.50 3,336.05 3,260.00 3,328.00 53.65
INFY 1,475.10 1,502.65 1,475.10 1,501.20 20.6
ASIANPAINT 3,017.95 3,073.95 3,000.50 3,059.90 41.2
TECHM 1,059.95 1,084.70 1,057.05 1,083.10 13.95
TATACONSUM 730.55 747.3 724.85 744.15 8.25
HDFCLIFE 685.95 703.85 682.3 699.5 7.35
WIPRO 552.5 561.5 549.55 559.25 4
HCLTECH 980 988.95 978.55 985 5.6
BRITANNIA 3,625.90 3,663.00 3,609.50 3,656.45 17
NESTLEIND 17,915.00 18,189.30 17,900.00 18,039.90 74.7
HINDUNILVR 2,398.00 2,425.90 2,386.40 2,415.10 7.2
RELIANCE 2,200.00 2,235.00 2,179.90 2,214.15 2.55
DIVISLAB 4,300.70 4,324.45 4,271.00 4,298.00 -2.7
SHREECEM 28,015.05 28,800.00 28,015.05 28,205.00 -19.75
KOTAKBANK 1,747.25 1,771.80 1,736.00 1,757.65 -2.95
M&M 802 809.9 792.55 804.65 -1.5
BAJAJFINSV 11,750.00 11,937.20 11,739.95 11,810.00 -46.15
LT 1,481.00 1,499.85 1,480.25 1,484.50 -6.4
UPL 834.85 848 828.65 834 -4.2
TITAN 1,706.00 1,722.00 1,701.40 1,706.00 -8.95
SUNPHARMA 671.8 673.55 661.65 664.5 -4.05
BAJFINANCE 5,920.00 6,115.00 5,920.00 6,034.00 -47.6
SBILIFE 983 992.7 977 983 -8.8
BPCL 477.95 482.9 476.3 476.9 -4.35
CIPLA 955 959.75 943.5 948 -8.75
POWERGRID 244.05 244.05 236.75 239.85 -2.3
GRASIM 1,465.00 1,490.65 1,450.55 1,454.90 -14.3
TATASTEEL 1,118.95 1,133.80 1,095.65 1,105.50 -11.65
ONGC 125.6 127 123.5 125.35 -1.35
ITC 206.95 208 205 205.5 -2.35
IOC 114.95 116.3 114.05 114.55 -1.35
JSWSTEEL 702.1 711 693.45 696.5 -8.9
TATAMOTORS 348.4 352.9 342.25 344.9 -4.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 4,120.00 4,120.00 4,042.05 4,058.00 -52.45
ICICIBANK 633.05 637.55 626.7 631.55 -8.55
HDFC 2,482.20 2,506.95 2,482.20 2,487.75 -33.7
SBIN 421 425.95 416.6 419.7 -6.25
HDFCBANK 1,466.00 1,478.75 1,460.00 1,462.10 -22.5
BHARTIARTL 539.5 541.25 527.05 528.2 -8.55
AXISBANK 741.95 745.4 736 737 -12.8
COALINDIA 155 155.4 151.4 152.3 -3.25
DRREDDY 5,406.10 5,414.00 5,248.55 5,292.60 -113.5
HEROMOTOCO 2,947.00 2,958.95 2,902.00 2,912.45 -62.95
MARUTI 7,060.00 7,099.10 6,931.10 6,955.00 -159.25
NTPC 118.2 120.6 116.95 117 -2.8
EICHERMOT 2,720.00 2,772.90 2,664.70 2,668.90 -72.15
INDUSINDBK 1,002.00 1,021.80 968 983.7 -30
HINDALCO 376 380.3 365.05 369 -11.25
ADANIPORTS 683 704.65 638.35 643.2 -63.5

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 38,496.30 38,872.65 38,352.05 38,519.30 -363.8
UBL 1,365.00 1,418.50 1,362.00 1,404.60 34.4
ICICIPRULI 571 593 569.8 592.2 14.4
AMBUJACEM 336.6 348.9 336 347.2 8.3
TORNTPHARM 2,874.10 2,960.75 2,854.10 2,943.65 68.45
MARICO 509.55 522 506 518 12.05
MCDOWELL-N 645 674.5 644.95 662.9 10.65
HINDPETRO 303.95 312 303 308.45 4.1
NAUKRI 4,825.00 4,960.00 4,825.00 4,955.00 58.35
PGHH 13,200.00 13,507.85 13,101.05 13,355.00 152.05
ACC 2,005.00 2,062.95 2,005.00 2,041.00 20.5
NMDC 177.5 180.5 176.2 180.2 1.4
JUBLFOOD 3,220.00 3,289.50 3,193.25 3,254.00 21.55
IGL 531.9 541.6 528 537.4 3.3
ABBOTINDIA 16,446.20 16,600.00 16,331.50 16,510.00 63.8
BERGEPAINT 815.55 829.95 807.05 819.7 1.8
MRF 81,925.00 83,295.85 81,826.05 82,554.55 0.25
COLPAL 1,712.95 1,732.00 1,707.15 1,712.50 -0.5
PIDILITIND 2,128.05 2,160.00 2,120.60 2,127.05 -4
ICICIGI 1,516.20 1,530.00 1,490.00 1,511.20 -5
BAJAJHLDNG 3,544.45 3,555.45 3,501.00 3,528.05 -16.4
BANDHANBNK 317.9 321.75 312.75 319.05 -1.85
GAIL 161.5 163.65 158.7 160.75 -1
SIEMENS 2,017.80 2,039.70 2,002.95 2,013.00 -13.6
ALKEM 3,150.00 3,184.80 3,133.70 3,162.00 -21.8
DMART 3,283.95 3,306.60 3,260.00 3,286.15 -24.25
HAVELLS 1,000.00 1,008.80 991 996.1 -7.35
PETRONET 230 231.05 227.8 228.7 -1.75
LTI 4,199.00 4,216.00 4,134.40 4,175.00 -34.5
BIOCON 402 406.75 396.05 398.9 -4.35
LUPIN 1,171.00 1,181.55 1,153.00 1,164.00 -12.85
GODREJCP 910 917 900.85 907 -10.3
DABUR 577.7 581 570.2 574 -6.6
VEDL 262.8 268.2 258.65 261 -3.35
HDFCAMC 3,025.00 3,029.95 2,984.00 3,010.00 -45.4
PNB 41.1 42.1 40.85 41.1 -0.65
APOLLOHOSP 3,257.00 3,282.95 3,225.20 3,238.00 -56.2
YESBANK 13.9 14.1 13.7 13.75 -0.25
CADILAHC 624 633.6 617.1 618.7 -11.45
INDIGO 1,701.10 1,738.30 1,695.70 1,701.00 -32.7
INDUSTOWER 251.7 255.9 246.25 247.1 -4.9
PEL 2,194.90 2,222.20 2,142.00 2,165.95 -44.7
MUTHOOTFIN 1,498.90 1,511.30 1,476.65 1,481.45 -33.2
SBICARD 1,074.90 1,074.90 1,047.05 1,049.95 -26.95
MOTHERSUMI 244.85 244.85 237.05 239.05 -6.35
AUROPHARMA 978.7 989.15 946.9 961.85 -25.75
BOSCHLTD 15,750.00 15,767.15 15,375.00 15,404.00 -427.25
DLF 302.95 306.3 294.75 296.4 -9.7
ADANIGREEN 1,123.65 1,150.00 1,123.65 1,123.65 -59.1
ADANITRANS 1,305.40 1,305.40 1,305.40 1,305.40 -68.7
ADANIENT 1,380.00 1,436.00 1,303.50 1,356.00 -92.3
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Nepal’s embattled Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli

on Thursday defended his
Government’s controversial
decision to dissolve the House
of Representatives and told
the Supreme Court that it is not
up to the judiciary to appoint
a premier as it cannot under-
take the legislative and the
executive functions of the state.

President Bidya Devi
Bhandari, at the recommenda-
tion of Prime Minister Oli, dis-
solved the lower house for the
second time in five months on
May 22 and announced snap
elections on November 12 and
November 19.

Prime Minister Oli is head-
ing a minority Government
after losing a trust vote in the
House.

On June 9, the apex court
issued a show-cause notice to
the Office of the Prime
Minister and the President’s

Office to furnish a written
response within 15 days.

Furnishing a written reply
to the Supreme Court on
Thursday as demanded by the
Constitutional Bench, Oli said
the court cannot appoint a
Prime Minister as it cannot
undertake the legislative and
the executive functions of the
state.

The apex court received
Oli’s response via the Office of
the Attorney General.

“The Court’s duty is to
interpret the Constitution and
the existing laws, it cannot
play the role of the legislative
or the executive bodies,” 69-
year-old Oli said in his
response. 

“Forming governments on
the basis of parties is the fun-
damental characteristic of the
parliamentary system and the
Constitution does not imagine
party-less practices,” he added.

Oli also defended the
involvement of the President in

this whole issue, saying Article
76 of the Constitution grants
the sole right to appoint a
Prime Minister to the President
only. 

“Appointment of a Prime
Minister is absolutely a politi-
cal and an executive process,”
he underlined.

“As per Article 76 (5), there
is no such provision of a per-
son gaining or losing a vote of
confidence in the House being
examined by the legislative or
the judiciary,” he said.

On May 21, Nepali

Congress President Sher
Bahadur Deuba had submitted
signatures of as many as 149
lawmakers before President
Bhandari, requesting her to
appoint him the new prime
minister as per Article 75 (6).
As many as 29 members of the
Madhav Nepal faction of the
CPN-UML had provided their
signatures showing support to
Deuba.

However, Oli too laid claim
to the government, saying he
had support of 153 lawmakers
including 32 Lawmakers
belonging to Janata Samajwadi
Party.

But President Bhandari
said both claims by Oli and
Deuba were insufficient. Soon
after the move, the Oli gov-
ernment recommended the
dissolution of the House and
midterm elections for
November.

As many as 30 writ peti-
tions, including by the
Opposition alliance, have been

filed in the Supreme Court
against the dissolution of the
House, which they said was
“unconstitutional”.

The Supreme Court has
started hearing on the case.
Regular hearings on the case
will resume from June 23.

Nepal plunged into a polit-
ical crisis on December 20 last
year after President Bhandari
dissolved the House and
announced fresh elections on
April 30 and May 10 at the rec-
ommendation of Prime
Minister Oli, amidst a tussle for
power within the ruling Nepal
Communist Party (NCP).

In February, the apex court
reinstated the dissolved House
of Representatives, in a setback
to embattled Prime Minister
Oli who was preparing for
snap polls.

Oli repeatedly defended
his move to dissolve the lower
house, saying some leaders of
his party were attempting to
form a “parallel government”. 
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Presidents Joe Biden and
Vladimir Putin of Russia

spent more than three hours
discussing issues Wednesday at
their summit in Geneva.

They ticked through their
respective lists so quickly and
in such “excruciating detail,”
Biden says, that they looked at
each other and thought, “OK,
what next?”

The most pressing issues
the leaders discussed:

AMBASSADORS
Biden and Putin agreed to

return their respective ambas-
sadors to Washington and
Moscow in a bid to improve
badly deteriorated diplomatic
relations between their coun-
tries. 

Russia’s ambassador to the
United States, Anatoly
Antonov, left Washington in
March amid a row after Biden
called Putin a killer in a tele-
vision interview and imposed
new sanctions on Russia over
its treatment of opposition fig-
ure Alexei Navalny. 

John Sullivan, the U.S.
Ambassador to Russia, flew out
of Moscow in April after pub-
lic suggestions from Russian
officials that he should leave to
mirror Antonov’s departure.
Both ambassadors were present
at Wednesday’s summit.

Putin also said the Russian
foreign ministry and the U.S.
State Department would begin
consultations on other vexing
diplomatic issues, including
the closures of consulates in
both countries and the employ-
ment status of Russian citizens
working for U.S. Missions in
Russia.

A senior Biden adminis-
tration official said Sullivan is
likely to return to Moscow
next week. A different senior
administration official said
both governments had begun
discussing consulate and local

staff issues and the hope was an
agreement could be reached in
the next two months. 

Neither administration
official was authorized to com-
ment publicly by name and
both spoke on condition of
anonymity.

CYBERSECURITY
No breakthroughs on this

issue were announced, but the
leaders agreed to at least talk
about what has become a major
source of conflict between the
U.S. And Russia.

Biden said he and Putin
agreed to have their experts
work out an understanding
about what types of critical
infrastructure would be off-
limits to cyberattacks. He said
the U.S. Presented Russia with
16 specific types of infrastruc-
ture, including energy, elec-
tions, banking and water sys-
tems, and the defense industry.

The agreement comes
amid a flood of ransomware
attacks against U.S. Businesses
and government agencies,
including one in May that dis-
rupted fuel supplies along the
East Coast for nearly a week.
The disruption was blamed
on a criminal gang operating
out of Russia, which does not
extradite suspects to the U.S. 

Other serious incidents
include the SolarWinds intru-
sion discovered last year in
which hackers, believed by

U.S. Authorities to be Russian,
penetrated multiple U.S.
Government networks and
prompted Biden to impose
additional U.S. Sanctions
against Russia.

Biden said the U.S. And
Russian governments would
follow up on certain criminal
cases, an apparent reference to
cybercriminals operating 

with impunity from
Russian territory. 

Putin agreed there is
mutual interest in the subject.

Biden also made an
implicit threat against Russia,
saying the U.S. 

Has “significant cyber
capability” it could use against
Russia if it were to interfere
with U.S. Critical infrastruc-
ture.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS
Biden and Putin instruct-

ed their diplomats to begin lay-
ing the groundwork for a new
phase of arms control.

The  “strategic stability
dialogue”  would be a series of
discussions designed to set the
table for a negotiation by sort-
ing out what exactly should be
negotiated. More broadly, it
would aim to reduce the risk of
war between the world’s two
largest nuclear powers.

Biden said the goal is to
work with Russia on “a mech-
anism that can lead to control
of new and dangerous and
sophisticated weapons that are
coming on the scene now, that
reduce the time for response,
that raise the prospect of acci-
dental war.” He said this was
discussed in detail.

No date was announced for
the start of talks. 

The basic idea is to identi-
fy and sort out the many areas
of disagreement over what a
future arms control treaty
should address. It also would
address ways to avoid unin-
tended or accidental moves
that could trigger war.
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There is evidence of China’s
increasing use of “aggres-

sive” means to “coerce” states to
back their position or their
candidates towards a steady
acquisition of key official posi-
tions in multiple multilateral
organisations, a report by an
influential UK parliamentary
panel warned on Thursday.

The House of Commons
Foreign Affairs Committee
(FAC) said its evidence spoke
of an increasingly “bullying”
stance of China in its dealing
with organisations such as the
United Nations and World
Health Organisation (WHO).

In its ‘In the room: the UK’s
role in multilateral diplomacy’

report, the committee calls
upon the UK to take a more
proactive role in combating the
influence of countries who
seek to manipulate and under-
mine multilateral organisa-
tions and mobilise the soft
power of the Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO)
to strengthen democracies.

“The report found evi-
dence of China’s increasing
use of aggressive means,
including exploiting bilateral
economic leverage, to coerce
states to back their position or
their candidates and then using
the organisations to shift poli-
cies away from the cooperation
the organisations were created
to promote,” the FAC notes.
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Iran’s tattered nuclear deal
with world powers hangs in

the balance as the country pre-
pares to vote on Friday for a
new president and diplomats
press on with efforts to get both
the US and Tehran to reenter
the accord. The deal represents
the signature accomplishment
of the relatively moderate
President Hassan Rouhani’s
eight years in office: suspend-
ing crushing sanctions in
exchange for the strict moni-
toring and limiting of Iran’s
uranium stockpile. 

The deal’s collapse with
President Donald Trump’s deci-
sion to unilaterally withdraw
America from the agreement in
2018 spiralled into a series of
attacks and confrontations
across the wider Middle East. It
also prompted Tehran to enrich
uranium to highest purity lev-
els so far, just shy of weapons-
grade levels.

With analysts and polling
suggesting that a hard-line
candidate already targeted by
US sanctions will win Friday’s
vote, a return to the deal may

be possible but it likely won’t
lead to a further detente
between Iran and the West. 

“It’s certainly not as com-
plex as drafting a deal from
scratch, which is what the sides
did that resulted in the 2015
deal,” said Henry Rome, a
senior analyst focusing on Iran
at the Eurasia Group. 

“But there’s still a lot of
details that need to be worked
out.” He added: “I think there’s
a lot of domestic politics that go
into this and an interest from
hard-liners, including the
supreme leader, to ensure that
their favoured candidate wins
without any significant dis-
ruptions to that process.” 

The 2015 deal, which saw
Iranians flood into the streets
in celebration, marked a major
turn after years of tensions
between Iran and the West over
Iran’s nuclear programme. 

Tehran has long insisted
that its programme is for peace-
ful purposes. However, US
intelligence agencies and
International Atomic Energy
Agency say Iran pursued an
organised nuclear weapons
programme up until 2003. 
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Hong Kong police used a
sweeping national securi-

ty law Thursday to arrest five
editors and executives of a pro-
democracy newspaper on
charges of colluding with for-
eign powers — the first time the
legislation has been used against
the press in yet another sign of
an intensifying crackdown by
Chinese authorities in the city
long known for its freedoms.

Police said they had evi-
dence that more than 30 arti-
cles published by Apple Daily
played a “crucial part” in what
they called a conspiracy with
foreign countries to impose
sanctions against China and
Hong Kong.

Jerusalem: Israeli prosecutors on Thursday
charged a border police officer with reckless
manslaughter in the deadly shooting of an autis-
tic Palestinian man in Jerusalem’s Old City last year.

The indictment came just over a year after the
shooting of Eyad Hallaq. Hallaq’s family had pre-
viously criticized Israeli authorities’ investigation
into Eyad’s killing, and had called for much
tougher charges. The officer, who remains uniden-
tified in the indictment submitted to the Jerusalem
District Court on Thursday, was charged with
reckless manslaughter, and if convicted could face
up to 12 years in prison. AP

Jerusalem: The Palestinian health ministry
said Thursday that a Palestinian teenager who
was shot by Israeli troops in the West Bank a
day earlier has died of his injuries.

The Israeli military said Wednesday that
a soldier stationed near a wildcat settler out-
post near the West Bank city of Nablus saw a
group of Palestinians approaching, and that
one “hurled a suspicious object at him, which
exploded adjacent to the soldier.”

The army said that the soldier fired in the
air, then shot the Palestinian who threw the
object. AP
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Three Chinese astronauts on
Thursday entered the coun-

try’s new space station after their
spaceship successfully docked
with it, just over seven hours after
the launch from the Gobi Desert,
in a major milestone for the
Communist giant’s space explo-

ration plans and its bid to become
a leading space 
power.

According to the China
Manned Space Agency (CMSA),
Shenzhou-12 manned spaceship
successfully docked with the
space station core module Tianhe
on Thursday afternoon and
entered the orbital capsule from

the return capsule of the space-
ship.

After a series of preparations,
the astronauts opened the hatch-
es of the node and the Tianhe
module and entered the Tianhe
module one by one, signifying
that for the first time the Chinese
have entered their own space sta-
tion, the CMSA said.
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On June 5, the Government had
announced that it would implement the
un-lock plan in 18 districts — Aurangabad,
Bhandara, Buldhana, Chandrapur, Dhule,
Gadchiroli, Gondia, Jalgaon, Jalna, Latur,
Nagpur, Nanded, Nashik, Parbhani, Thane,
Washim, Wardha and Yavatmal — from
June 7..

Among other things, the CM direct-
ed the doctors and the task force officials
present at Wednesday’s meeting to increase
the availability of medicine and health
equipment in both urban areas in the state.
“The vaccination will definitely play an
important role. But at the same time our
priority should be ensure that the Covid
norms like Covidnorms like social dis-
tancing are followed and there would not
be over-crowding at public places.  We
need to increase the RT-PCR tests, procure
more of PPE kits and we should be ready
with adequate medicines, beds, Oxygen
and other medical facilities at our hospi-
tals,” Uddhav said at the meeting. The CM
said that the vaccination should be pursued
aggressively. He said that since the coun-
try would be receiving 42 crore vaccine
doses by August-September 2021, the state
would also be benefitted by the arrival of
new vaccine stocks.  
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“Therefore, to ensure standardisa-

tion, each school will have to internally
moderate the marks to account for the
school level variations by using a reliable
reference standard,” the CBSE said, adding
that the historical performance of the
school, in terms of the best overall per-
formance in the previous three years’
Board examination, will be taken as the ref-
erence for moderating the marks assessed
by the schools for 2020-21. 

The board further said that in case, any
student is not able to meet the qualifying
criterion, he/she will be placed in “essen-
tial repeat” or “compartment category”.
“Students who are not satisfied with
assessment, done based on the policy will
be given an opportunity to appear in exam-
inations to be conducted by the board
when conditions are conducive for hold-
ing the examinations. 

As per this policy, marks scored in later
examination will be considered as final,”
the CBSE said.

The Council for the Indian School

Certificate Examinations (CISCE) also
informed the top court that it will declare
the Class XII results by July 20, after eval-
uating the students based on its well
defined objective criteria.  It has said that
assessment of students would be done
based on their marks obtained in Class X
examination, performance in school exam-
inations in class XI and XII along with
practical and performance of school in the
last six years.

The CISCE has said that among the
factors used in the computation include
best year for school from among the years
2015-2020, the best year for a school is the
year when the school achieved the best
average percentage in terms of the total
scores (out of 500).  Like CBSE, CISCE has
also said that students who are not satis-
fied with the evaluation criteria may opt
for giving the examination to be held when
the COVID situation in India improves.
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In fact, C. auris has been reported from

over 40 countries across six continents
since its first description a decade ago, said
a study. Prof Arunaloke Chakrabarti,
mycologist and head of the Department of
Medical Microbiology at PGIMER (Post
Graduate Institute of Medical Education
and Research), Chandigarh, said that
hospital environments may serve as venues
for C. auris transmission as it is a known
environmental colonizer of ICUs.

“C. auris patients shed viable yeast cells
from their skin continuously and thereby
contaminate hospital environments. C.
auris outbreaks occur in critically ill hos-
pitalized patients and can result in mor-
tality rates ranging from 30 per cent to 72
per cent,” he said.

Experts say both C. auris and SARS-
CoV-2 have been found on hospital sur-
faces including on bed rails, IV poles, beds,
air conditioner ducts, windows and hos-
pital floors.

Therefore, the standard COVID-19
critical care of mechanical ventilation and
protracted ventilator-assisted manage-
ment makes these patients potentially sus-
ceptible to colonization and infections by
C. auris.

The resistance of C. auris to drugs like
fluconazole is particularly worrisome,
says yet another study, “New Clonal Strain
of Candida auris, Delhi, India” . It was pub-
lished way back in 2013 when Candida
auris traces were reported from two hos-

pitals by researchers led by Dr Anuradha
Chowdhary from  Vallabhbhai Patel Chest
Institute, Delhi, India.

It says that “Candida species has been
identified among 25 per cent of Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) patients with central line
associated bloodstream infections and
the prevalence of C. auris was estimated
to be ranging from 5 to 30 per cent among
Candidemia patients.

The emergence of C. auris raises sev-
eral serious concerns for public health pri-
marily due to its outbreak potential.

Dr Chakrabarti, added that hand
hygiene should be followed strictly by staff
and patient attendants before and after
contact. Soap and water and alcohol hand 
sanitizers with or without chlorhexidine
have been found equally effective in erad-
icating hand carriage of C. auris, he said.

As per the Public Health England, key
IPC practices include isolation of all
infected or colonized patients; use of
contact precautions in addition to rigor-
ous hand hygiene; screening of close con-
tacts; and a terminal cleaning once infect-
ed patients get discharged.

In their other study, Anuradha
Chowdhary and A. Singh from
Vallabhbhai Patel Chest Institute of the
University of Delhi, New Delhi, India, B
Tarai from Max Health Care Institute, New
Delhi and A Sharma from  International
Centre for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology, New Delhi,  found that can-
didemia affected 15 critically ill coron-
avirus disease patients admitted to an
intensive care unit during the said period.
Candida auris accounted for two thirds of
cases with 60 per cent case-fatality rate.

On further analysis, the findings high-
lighted the role of hospital-acquired C.
auris bloodstream infections, showing
that the patients were probably infected
while hospitalized.

“C. auris can be transmitted in health-
care settings just like other multidrug-resis-
tant organisms, such as carbapenem-
resistant Enterobacteriaceae and methi-
cillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus,”
said the study adding that “all patients in
the ICU had indwelling invasive devices
such as central venous and urinary
catheters, which may be the source of C.
auris infections (i.e., candidemia and uri-
nary tract infection).”

At least, 6 of the 10 patients died, pos-
sibly because of multiple underlying health
conditions. However, 67 per cent of those
who died had persistent candidemia,

which may have contributed to their
death, said the study.
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Earlier, On Tuesday, Chirag shared a

letter with  his uncle in which he men-
tioned the complaint of sexual molestation
by a woman party worker against Prince.
Chirag in his letter, dated March 29, men-
tioned that Prince was allegedly black-
mailed by a woman over the allegations of
sexual exploitation.

“When this matter came to my knowl-
edge, I suggested Prince to register a com-
plaint with the police. I have discussed this
with Pasupati Kumar Paras, who is an elder
in my family, but he did not take it seri-
ously,” Chirag said in the letter.
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At present  there are over 900 televi-

sion channels which have been granted
permission by the MIB are required to
comply with the Programme and
Advertising Code laid down under the
Cable Television Network Rules. 

Besides, there are at least 40 Over to
Top (OTT) platforms including multina-
tionals like Netflix, Amazon Prime and
HotStar and hundreds of news content
websites. The market size of OTT plat-
forms in India is close to Rs 1,000 crore
with around 20 crore users. Some of the
OTT platforms are accessed through
annual subscription fees, while a large
number of them are free in a bid to attract 
subscribers.

In a statement, the Ministry said
there is an institutional mechanism by way
of an Inter-Ministerial Committee to
address grievances of citizens relating to
violation of the Programme/Advertising
Codes under the Rules.

“Similarly, various broadcasters have
also developed their internal self-regula-
tory mechanism for addressing grievances.
However, a need was felt to lay down a
statutory mechanism for strengthening the
grievance redressal structure. Some broad-
casters had also requested for giving legal
recognition to their associations/bodies,”
it adds.

According to the Ministry, the
Government shall constitute an Inter-
Departmental Committee, chaired by the
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, and con-
sisting of representatives from the Ministry

of Women and Child Development,
Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology,
Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of
Defence, and representatives of such other
Ministries and Organisations, including
experts for hearing grievances or com-
plaint. The committee will meet periodi-
cally and hear complaints.

The I&B ministry has been receiving
complaints from the public over the adult
content and language shown in OTT plat-
forms that sometimes borders on soft porn.
There have also been complaints against
single-shop digital news websites for cre-
ating discontent in society by indulging in
fake news without any redressal or retrac-
tion.
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Another BJP leader and MLC  H

Vishwanath who met the BJP general sec-
retary sought removal  of the incumbent
Chief Minister saying he was no longer fit
to govern the State because of his “advance
age. “All Ministers are unhappy with the
Yediyurappa ji Government,” he said.
Interestingly, he went public with his
demand against the CM despite Singh’s
advance directive that no one would air dif-
ferences in public.

“Modi is constantly telling us that
dynastic rule is dangerous. What is going
on in Karnataka is the same thing. The
Karnataka BJP has forgotten Modi. I told
him public opinion about the government
is becoming negative,” he said.

Vishwanath also alleged “continuous
interference and corruption” by the
Yediyurappa family in the State
Government and administration.
Vishwanath, formerly from the JD(S), was
among the 18 MLAs whose crossing over
to the BJP amidst month-long political
drama had led to the exit of Janata Dal
Secular-Congress Government and facil-
itated BJP’s return to  power in Karnataka
in 2019. Another anti-BSY leader Tourism
Minister CP Yogeeshwar also met Singh.
Yogeeshwar, a Congress turncoat, had
recently visited Delhi to demand ouster of
the CM.

On the other hand, Gokak BJP MLA
Ramesh Jarkiholi said it is impossible to
replace Yediyurappa and he would com-
plete his remaining tenure as the CM.

Singh will continue his interaction
with Karnataka leaders on Friday before
returning to Delhi where he would sub-

mit his report to the Central leaders. 
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He returned to the grand-old party on
June 4 saying AAP convener Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal is a dictator.

Taking to Twitter, Khaira thanked
Rahul Gandhi and Punjab Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh. Khaira also said
it was a political blunder to join the AAP. 

“The Congress is the only viable plat-
form to fight the fanatic and fascist BJP at
the national level and the only option to
prevent the corrupt and anti-Punjab Badal
family from hijacking the State,” he added.

The Assembly elections in Punjab will
be held in February or March 2022.
Earlier this week, the SAD and BSP
stitched an alliance to contest the upcom-
ing Assembly elections in Punjab. 
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A senior jail official said Kalita and

Narwal were released around 7 pm and
Tanha around 7.30 pm. The three student
activists were not released from the prison
on time over delays in verifying their
addresses and sureties. In its order for the
immediate release of the trio, the Delhi
court said the delay in the verification
process by police could not be a plausible
reason for the accused to be kept impris-
oned. After securing bail from the High
Court, the activists had moved the trial
court, seeking immediate release from
prison.

When the trial court deferred the order
on their plea for Thursday, they moved the
Delhi High Court, which ordered the lower
court to proceed with the issue with
“promptitude and expedition”.

The three student activists were arrest-
ed in May 2020 and are accused of being
the “masterminds” of the February 2020
violence, which left 53 people dead and
more than 200 injured.

The High Court, while granting them
bail on June 15, had observed that “in an
anxiety to suppress dissent, the state has
blurred the line between right to protest
and terrorist activity” and if such a mind-
set gains traction, it would be a “sad day
for democracy”. The Delhi Police has, how-
ever, moved the Supreme Court, chal-
lenging the High Court judgement grant-
ing them bail in the case. 



 !�"#$%�&�'()*�+ &�,!#-�./0�121.

:2
34����	�����(�5

6"�����7�������
������0�)
�������������
��������
�

�	�0����������������
��0���
��	�����

89������9�����

����
:;;�����������	������	�;��������;

<	����		�

�����������
��	��
�&����� ��	������������
��	��������
���	
�'	�
���	������������	'���!�

�����	����
��������
��'��������������
"�����P��	
����
��	��������������	���	��
���	��������������������	������������������
���������	��������� �����������	���!��	�����
�������	�����"��	�����������	�����	�����#�$����
���	�������%�#�&�'��
���
�(���) #�������
����
����	��������	����#���*	�����������������

�������
*	����*	����+�(�*	������	�����������
����	������	��#���
����������������%�	���
	����%���%����������������������������	��!Q

�
�
	�&�������'
���������	�����
�
��������	������
������
�������������#
�������!�*�#�	��	�����9��������
��������
��
����������������
����

���������������
�������!

P���'�	����������	��������������
�������!�+
���������
���������
��	
������������	������'������
	
�'��
����
�������������
������
���F���	�����	!� 
������������
�������������������������������������
��
�����������������	���	�Q�	��	�	
�!

D(����(�������	���	���
�����������&	
��
N;����O�	������&����������
��������
�	���	�	���������#
	������!�<���
�	����	��
�
��������������	����'
��

��
�	����!��F����������
�
�����
������������������#
����������'!���F	�������
�����'�������	����������	
�����������	��������F�������
	�����
���������'��
����
�
��������'������������#
����������
��!C

fairtalk
���������		
�

D��	������������	�����	
N��	�����
������
������
���	O�����������	���
��	
��	����	���	�'��
���
��������!���
������	������
��H��	�!�����	���������
�
��������������	��	���
������	�	��������	���
�
	�����!�+��
������	�������
�
��	�����	1���	�����	��
�����������������������
��	���
��������	�������	�����
���	����	��������
�!�����	
��	���
�����
���
��������C

dailytalk
����� ������

+,�0/	��=�,
�������	�
�����
����������

To look at artist Krishen Khanna’s band-
wallahs, at the Grosvenor online show

in London, is to understand both sensitiv-
ity and sensibility. The colours, the con-
tours, and the charisma of life are what
looks back at you in this series called —
Paintings In My Sitting Room.

Most of Khanna’s work is figurative; he
chose to not explore the abstraction that
most of his contemporaries were delving
into. In an interview with Saffronart, he
says, “I used to do abstracts earlier and I
have now moved on to human forms. I
thought that the person or the individual
is being neglected; the person in a partic-
ular situation who is influenced by the con-
ditions around. I want to now emphasise
the human beings caught up in their par-
ticular condition.”

Khanna’s exploration of bandwallahs
began in the early 1970s, these members
of local brass bands engaged to play at wed-
dings and other public ceremonies caught
his eye for their uniforms and their devo-
tion to the occupation. Speaking of how he
came to paint his first portraits of these
musicians, Khanna explains that once,
while driving out of his Delhi studio, the
path was blocked by the marching band of
a wedding procession. The image of these
musicians dressed all in red with their big
brass instruments wrapped around them
still remains as powerful for the artist today
as it was that day in Delhi.

Khanna’s suite of works this time
range from carefully created controlled
compositions to gestural, spontaneous
works created last year and this year.
Between a few monochromatic drawings
and coloured paintings, his deployment of
colour and strokes that evoke the human
situation is deeply heartwarming. His
bandwallas series captures not just the quiet
energy of a few musicians. In his many
monochromatic works, one sees the ener-
gy in the frenzy of lines and tension in the
tight compositions, with the overall picture
pulsating with the interplay of formal ele-
ments. Through a lack of physical detail;
Khanna’s paintings aspire towards quality
of timelessness and universality. As an
artist, he defies categorisation as he simul-
taneously occupies multiple roles — as a
narrator, as a formalist, an artist who cap-
tures precious moments as a narrative of
insight and in-depth understanding.

Using a palette dominated by red, yel-
low and green, Khanna paints the
bandwallah as a tragicomic
representative of the subaltern
and a symbol of urban life in
modern India. Though the artist
portrays these men in red —
practicing, playing or at rest — as
cheery, their cheer is only part of
their job. Their celebration is not
spontaneous; it is just another mode
of survival in the city. He propels us
to think of the aftermath of the lives of
these humble musicians. When on
duty, they play into the night and must also
play early morning before twilight hours
for the departure of the bride to her new
home.

Khanna says, “The sitting room is hard-
ly a sitting room per se; my wife Renu reads
a lot so has all her books around. It is part
library and part studio with furniture that
has to be moved from time to time. It is a
completely new experience moving away
from my usual studio in the basement. I
have to look for paints on the ground which

are all mixed up and improvise but
it’s all a part of the game in the end.”

“In this current atmosphere,
one can become very depressed,
but fortunately, for me, there are
the bandwallas who are still
making noise. When I’m paint-
ing them, I have to concentrate
fully on them. The bandwal-
las take prime position in my
life right now,” he adds.
Khanna is known for his

thematic sensibility, ranging from
everyday domestic scenes, moments of his-
torical importance, scenes from myths
and poetry to portraits of people from his
life and his love for literature. He has con-
tinually worked with the contrasts between
the mundane and the sublime, the ordinary
and the epic dimension. Constantly oscil-
lating between the banal and the spectac-
ular, for Khanna, the personal relativity is
the fulcrum of his artistic ferment. The clos-
est friend of the progressives still paints and
is happy to create in his own home in
Gurugram.

Afather is someone you look up to no
matter how tall you grow. Growing
up we all have a fixed notion of how

dads usually are. Or at least are perceived
to be a certain way. In 2020, the pandem-
ic changed everything and saw most
dads take on an array of chores. From
working from home, lending a helping
hand in daily chores to hanging out with
the kids and juggling zoom calls at the
same time, we have seen new-age dads do
it all. While they love chilling in their
tracksuits and tees at home, this Father’s
Day give them the fashion boost he
needs. Fashion designer Kunal Tanna
curates a few quirky, stylish and fun looks
for your lockdown dad! Check it out:

The last few months have
not been easy by any

stretch of the imagination.
And if you own a vehicle, the
increased cost of fuel has only
added to your headaches. Sure,
those of us who have been dri-
ving around in the lockdown
have found emptier roads than
usual, but exactly a ton of
places to visit. Then again,
some of us have driven around
more than most, take me for
example, finding myself in a
situation where I had to make
a few long-distance journeys to
Kanpur from Delhi.

At the start of the lock-
down, I found myself with a
Hyundai Verna IVT, the
‘Intelligent Variable
Transmission’ variant which is
what Hyundai-Kia call their
Continuously Variable
Transmission or CVT. Now,
CVTs are not new in cars, and
they have been around in
two-wheelers for decades.
They are perfect in lower
power output scenarios, but
nowadays, with better machin-
ing and easier manufacturing,
manufacturers have been fit-
ting CVTs in cars with higher
power and torque outputs.
Honda, which pioneered the
use of CVTs on their two-
wheelers (remember the old

Kinetic Honda)
brought CVTs onto
the last generation of
the City and the cur-
rent generation car gets one as
well. As costs for such gearbox-
es fitted in cars have come
down, vehicles such as the
Nissan Magnite are also get-
ting CVT boxes. In fact, it may
be only a matter of time before
CVT gearboxes replace the
slow Automated Manual
Transmission (AMT) gear-
boxes.

However, truth be told, I’d
never spent time with a CVT
vehicle for an extended peri-
od or made regular highway
runs in such vehicles. But
these last three months with
the Verna have been illuminat-
ing, to say the least. CVTs have
their flaws, they are not
designed for drivers who push
the pedal to the metal. It is not
easy to explain the way they
work without diagrams, but
you can think of two cones at
the end of two shafts — one
from the engine and the dri-
veshaft that is connected by a
band, in-car CVTs this is usu-
ally a metal chain and well, the
cones move back and forth
giving an infinite amount of
ratios between the engine shaft
and the drive shaft, thus the

name CVT. Well, in practical
applications, there are usually
a few steps, in the case of the
Verna IVT, eight steps which
you can consider as ‘fixed’
ratios. This is best explained by
a diagram, and you can watch
an explainer I have out on
YouTube under my Excuse
The Beard series.

Hyundai-Kia have both
been really aggressive in push-
ing their Dual-Clutch
Transmissions (DCT) vehi-
cles from the i20 to the Seltos.
That is a totally different type
of automatic technology where
there are two clutches, one for
odd gears and one for even
(and the reverse) gears.
Because of that gear shifts in
DCT vehicles is lightning fast
and they are far more orient-
ed to the enthusiastic driver. In
the i20 DCT I kept over two
months earlier this year, it was
a blast to drive. The IVT cars
are not so much fun to drive,
being far more sedate.

However, as petrol prices
cross �100 in some states and
might even cross �125 in a
couple of months, the IVT
comes into its own when it

comes to fuel econ-
omy. The Verna I
drove delivered over
18.5 kilometres per

litre on the highway and even
inside the city delivered over
15 kilometres per litre on
longer drives. The Verna is not
a small car, it is well-equipped
and being summer, the air-
con was on all the time as was
the seat cooling. I did not
deliberately drive economical-
ly, keeping the car at the
speed limit of the express-
ways, albeit on cruise control
and the IVT always kept the
1.5 litres naturally aspirated
petrol engine is a very sweet
spot. Delhi to Kanpur is near
as makes no difference 500
kilometres, and there are
some bad patches towards the
end. But it was still superb.
Put on a podcast, there are
some excellent ones to listen
to and drive this car, and
you’ll be surprised. Not just at
how nice it is, but also how lit-
tle fuel it drinks to get the job
done.

Dinosaur juice is getting
expensive folks, and the IVT
on the Verna and other
Hyundai-Kia cars as well as
on the Honda City and Nissan
Magnite might have a major
ace up their sleeve.
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A formal shirt and pant have
always been the go-to attire for work-
ing dads. This time lets up the style
quotient and try out some layering.
Try on this classic light blue shirt and
throw on a comfortable melange
beige knit. To add that final dapper
look for zoom call meetings, you can
layer it with a tone-on-tone thread tex-
tured reversible bandi jacket.
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For all the social media dads
out there, your Sunday Brunch
is incomplete without the perfect
Insta pic. So, make brunch fun
with this off-white turtleneck
knit teamed with a lazy rainy day
gray thread textured cardigan
style jacket.
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Sharing household
chores has become a norm
during the lockdown. Well,
you can make running
errands look stylish in these
beige sketchy checks print
polo tunic. Pair it with
beige shorts to keep it
cool and breezy for every-
day chores.
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Does your dad love to play
chef? Then spruce up his look in
this blue mesh print tunic teamed
with shorts. Also, remind your
MasterChef Dad to wear an
apron.

So, this Father’s Day give
your #SuperHeroDad the stylish
look he deserves.
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With everyone at home, spend-
ing time with kids during the lock-
down is definitely an unscheduled

activity now. If you will be indulging in
fun games etc, then your attire needs

to be fun too. Opt for this blocky
print trousers with a white side
seam placket polo tunic. Make

sure your kids don’t have
paint on their hands.
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If your dad is a true-
blue romantic. Then this
dark blue shirt tunic with a
gray mock layered collar
worn with dark blue Matty
trousers will set the fashion
mood for date night.
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Every wedding is
incomplete without the
baraat and its baraatis. If
your dad was looking for-
ward to attending one such
wedding and the lockdown
killed his enthusiasm?
Then, this salmon and
beige patched kurta paired
with an asymmetrical over-
lapped long bandi jacket is
exactly what he needs.
Complete this look with a
contrasting blue jute silk
trouser. After all, he needs
to make a dhamakedaar
entry as the online wedding
baraati.
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While soups are common-
ly made in our house-

holds during the the chilly
winter months, here are some
reasons that will make you
roast, stew, and later puree
your tomatoes to prepare a
bowl of rich, creamy soup
every day.

A single bowl of tomato
soup consists of several nutri-
ents that include vitamins A,
C, E, and K besides important
minerals and antioxidants
that are beneficial for your
overall health.

����	��
���
The vitamin K and calci-

um in tomato soup help you
get healthy bones. Lycopene
in tomato soup boosts bone
mass which helps countering
osteoporosis. Consuming
tomato soup daily decreases
the blood levels of TNF alpha
by approximately 34 per cent.
A deficiency in lycopene
could increase oxidative stress
in the bones and cause
unwanted changes in the tis-
sues. You can keep these
issues at bay by making toma-
to soup a daily part of your
meal.
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As stated before, tomato
soup is rich in lycopene, the
pigment that provides the
fruit its bright color. Processed
tomato has more lycopene
than raw ones. Lycopene neu-
tralises the oxidative damage
that occurs due to free radi-
cals, a molecule that assists
ageing.  A diet  r ich in
lycopene helps fight chronic
diseases and prevents stroke.
A cup of tomato soup gives
13.3 milligrams of lycopene.
That’s sufficient to keep your
body fit.
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The high amount of vit-
amin C in tomato soup gives
arterial protection. It bol-
sters the heart and protects it
from problems like blockage
of arteries and helps prevent
the r isk of  a stroke.  It
decreases the deposition of
fats in the blood vessels,
decreasing bad cholesterol.
Tomato soup also helps pre-
vent the clumping of platelet
cells in the blood.
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Selenium present  in

tomato soup improves blood
circulation which prevents
anaemia which is one of it’s
top benefits. A single serving
of tomato soup gives 7 micro-
grams of selenium, providing
11 per cent of the daily rec-
ommended intake.
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Tomato soup is a rich

source of vitamins A and C.
Vitamin A is needed for tis-
sue development. It activates
the genes of the new cells,
helping them to grow into
mature tissue. A bowl of
tomato soup gives nearly 16
per cent of the daily recom-
mended quantity of vitamin
A. Vitamin C is needed to
maintain healthy tendons
and ligaments. Tomato soup
gives 20 per cent of the daily-
recommended quantity of
vitamin C, helping you to
keep your body healthy. 

So, what are you waiting
for? Prepare your bowl of
tomato soup right away!hav-
ing a bowl of tomato soup
every day helps to keep the
body healthy.

(The author i s  a  
nutritionist, wellness coach,
certified diabetes educator
and the founder of a diet and
nutrition brand.)
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Chef Udit Maheshwari always
wanted to open a restaurant,
right from the moment he

started training at the Le Cordon
Bleu, London. And he was finally
able to do so amid a raging pandem-
ic. Not waiting for a more convenient
time, he launched Pitaara Kitchen as
a delivery kitchen around Diwali,
2020. He plans on converting it into
a full-fledged restaurant as soon as
the COVID-19 situation subsides.

We decided to project our con-
sciousness to his kitchen with some
ahead-of-its-time fictional technol-
ogy so that we could interact with
him while tasting some choice dish-
es from Pitaara Kitchen. And his
offerings were anything but simple.

Right off the bat, the chef pre-
sented a set of what looked like pur-
ple tinted kebabs. Since we were fam-
ished, we did not wait on customary
chit chat and simply picked one up
to bite into it. Right from the first
bite, we are hooked and we can’t help
but marvel out loud, “What is this
deliciousness?!”

The chef laughed and told us this
is a starter called the Purple shikham-
puri. These grated beetroot kebabs
were stuffed with hung curd and just
melted in our mouth. We were
tempted to bite into one, as it tick-
led our taste buds, and found out that
it was better to let the kebab work its
magic as it slowly melted and
revealed some subtle flavours
between our tongue and palate.
Along with the creamy, slightly
sweet taste there was the slight hint
of an intriguing earthy flavour to the

kebabs. 
Seeing us rubbing our tummy,

chef Udit produced a platter of
kulchas with a f lourish. He
announced that these are the Bacon
and Kalimpong cheese kulchas. As
we munch on one, we catch a whiff
of the smoky flavour of the kulchas
which were stuffed with desi bacon
and indigenous Kalimpong cheese.
While serving us a heap of their spicy
tomato chutney along with some
pudina chutney, the chef shared
that these were cooked in the tan-
door. We finished them off in a jiffy,
and couldn’t wait to see what’s next
in store.

The chef is running a tight ship,
and we couldn't help but feel that the
Pitaara Kitchen is an extremely
successful venture as he seemed
to be on his toes all the time.
However, for the next dish,
he sat down with us and
served us some Dogri
meat curry and asked
his staff to pass on some
bajra rotis. He explained
that this is a traditional
meat curry from the
Dogri community of
Jammu. The mutton was
cooked with some choice
spices and had a some-
what sweet taste to it, on
account of the sour-dried
mango powder it has been
finished in, which also lend-
ed some viscosity to the gravy.

In between some bites, chef
Udit shared, “With the pandemic in
full swing, everyone in the food

industry has been forced to focus on
delivering. Let’s see what the future has
in store for us. However, one good
thing that has come out of this mess
is that everyone is innovating these
days.” 

And we had to agree when we
were served the next dish. Aptly, and
quite simply, named Tinda!, it com-
prised tindas (or the Indian squash)
stuffed to the brim with cottage
cheese and dry fruits. As we dug into
the dish with some garlic and kalon-
ji naans, we were thinking that we
would never have guessed that this was
the humble tinda if the chef had not
told us. Cooked well in the tandoor,
the slight sourness of the vegetable
combined well with the stuffing. He

encouraged us to try it with the two
chutneys and we were over-

whelmed by this rich, whole-
some dish. 

As we smacked our lips,
we caught a glimpse of the
staff packing some ready to
be delivered orders.
Spotting us trying to spy,
the chef guided us inside
and explained that they
only use eco-friendly
packaging. He further
elaborated, “Right from

the preparation of the food
with ingredients sourced

from across India to the
delivery, this is our source of

innovation. We spare no effort
to ensure the wholesome experi-

ence of each customer. All members
of my staff have been vaccinated,
including the people who deliver. And

that’s right, we don’t rely on third par-
ties for deliveries so as to not risk con-
tact with someone who is infected;
these are uncertain times after all.”

As the chef led us back to our
table, we saw the next dish already
set in place. We helped ourselves to
the Chemmeen manga (literally tran-
lates as ‘prawn with mangoes’ in
Malayalam) curry as he served us
some of their in-house Malabar
parotta. The prawns cooked in
coconut milk curry with pearl onions
and raw mangoes brought back
some vivid memories of Kerala
backwaters. The parottas were not as
lumpy as the usual ones served in
malayali hotels across Delhi and we
delightfully finished the dish. Biting
into a soft pearl onion, we couldn’t
help but wonder whether this was
better than Tinda! before we remem-
bered the wise man who said that
‘Comparison is the root of all mis-
ery…’ 

We were rubbing our tummies in
contentment when the chef unveiled
the mango tart. And we were left wish-
ing that we should not have scarfed
down as much. The thick, luscious
mango curd, topped with roasted pis-
tachios, was complemented by the
bajra tart shell it was served in. 

We stifled several burps as we bid
adieu to the chef. We hope that last bit
is enough to convey that you should
give the Pitaara Kitchen a chance if you
would like to treat yourself to some
tweaked regional specialties.

(The delivery kitchen caters in and
around South Delhi and you can order
from https://pitaarakitchen.in.)
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Italy became the first team to
reach the knockout stage of
Euro 2020 as midfielder

Manuel Locatelli scored twice in
a 3-0 win over Switzerland in
Rome on Wednesday.

The Azzurri, now unbeaten
in 29 matches and having won
their last 10 games without

conceding a goal, sit first in
Group A and are guaranteed a
top-two finish and last-16 berth.
“We played well, we wanted to

win at all costs,” Italy coach
Roberto Mancini told RAI.
“They started well, it was not
easy to win a second game in

five days.”
Mancini’s men, looking to

win Italy a second European
title after their sole success in

1968, host Wales in their final
group game on Sunday, with top
spot up for grabs.

A new star shone for Italy
at the Stadio Olimpico, where
they had brushed aside Turkey
3-0 in the tournament’s opening
match last week, as Sassuolo’s
Locatelli scored twice before
Ciro Immobile’s late third.

Captain Giorgio Chiellini
had an early effort ruled out by
VAR for handball, before the 36-
year-old defender was forced off
with what appeared to be a
thigh injury.

But the hosts always looked
the more dangerous side and
took the lead in the 26th minute.

Locatelli played a wonder-
ful volleyed pass to his Sassuolo
teammate Domenico Berardi
on the wing, who powered to
the byline and picked out
Locatelli for a simple tap-in.

The three points and a
place in the knockout phase for
the fourth straight European
Championship were all but
secured less than seven minutes
after the interval, when a flow-
ing move ended with Locatelli
driving a left-footed shot into
the bottom corner from outside
the box.

Immobile had wasted a
couple of earlier chances but
did grab his second goal of the
tournament in the 89th minute,
curling a low effort past Swiss
goalkeeper Yann Sommer.

Switzerland will now like-
ly have to beat Turkey in Baku
on Sunday to reach the next
round.
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Sergio Ramos broke down
in tears, saying leaving Real

Madrid was one of the most
difficult moments of his life as
he bid farewell on Thursday
after 16 years at the club.

The defender played 671
games for Real Madrid and
will be remembered as one of
the club’s greatest ever players,
having won five La Liga titles
and four Champions Leagues.

The 35-year-old, who
struggled for fitness and form
last season, was unable to
agree an extension to his con-
tract and will become a free
agent on July 1.

Ramos and Real Madrid
president Florentino Perez
delivered short speeches in a
presentation room at the club’s
training ground, with Ramos’
family in the audience.

“The moment has come,
one of the most difficult in my
life, because you are never
ready to leave Real Madrid,”
Ramos said.

“The fans supported me
in the good moments and the
bad. I would have liked to say
goodbye in the stadium.

“A wonderful stage is clos-
ing, one that has been unique
in my life, but an exciting new
chapter begins and I go into
it with a lot of desire to show

my quality for many years to
come.”

Ramos said he wants to
“add more titles” to his record
and added “this is not a good-
bye but a see you later because
sooner or later I will return to
Real Madrid.”

Perez said it was “not an
easy day”, remembering how
he signed Ramos, aged 19,
from Sevilla for 27 million
euros in 2005.

“He arrived wanting to
take on the world,” said Perez.
“You are undoubtedly one of
legends of Real Madrid. You
have grown as a player here
and been our iconic captain
for years.”
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Turin: Goalkeeping legend
Gianluigi Buffon has returned
to Parma two decades after
leaving the Italian club who
were relegated last season.

“He is back where he
belongs, he is back home.
Superman returns,” the club
said on Twitter along with a
short video in which 43-year-
old Buffon said: “OK Kyle
(Krause) I’m in. I’m back.”

Club owner Kyle Krause
replied: “Great news, welcome
home.”

Buffon holds the record for
Serie A matches played with
657, since his first with Parma
in 1995 as a 17-year-old.

Since then, Buffon has

played just one season in Serie
B when Juventus were demoted
in 2006-2007 for the ‘Calciopoli’
match-fixing scandal.

The former World Cup
winner announced last month
he was leaving Juventus, the
club he had played for since
moving from Parma in 2001,
apart from one season with
Paris Saint-Germain in 2018-
2019.

Former Italy captain
Buffon is an iconic figure in
Italian football, one of the
stars of the Azzurri’s 2006
World Cup triumph who
racked up a record 176 caps
for his country.

Buffon won 10 Serie A

titles with Juventus, as well as
five Italian Cups with the
club and second-tier Serie B in
2007.

He also won Ligue 1 with
PSG in 2018-2019 before
returning to the Turin giants.
He won he UEFA Cup back in
1999 with Parma.

However, he has never
won the Champions League
after losing finals with Juve in
2003, 2015 and 2017.

Buffon has reportedly
signed a two-year deal with
the Emilia-Romagna side with
a guarantee of being captain
and number one goalkeeper
and having a role in the club
when his career ends.
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Andriy Yarmolenko scored
one goal and set up

Roman Yaremchuk for anoth-
er as Ukraine defeated North
Macedonia 2-1 to boost their
last-16 hopes at Euro 2020 on
Thursday.

The West Ham forward
grabbed the opener on 29
minutes in Bucharest and then
teed up Yaremchuk with a
brilliant first-time pass to dou-
ble the lead five minutes later.

Ezgjan Alioski pulled a
goal back for North Macedonia
just before the hour as he con-
verted the rebound from his
missed penalty, while Ukraine
midfielder Ruslan Malinovskyi
also saw a late spot-kick saved.

Andriy Shevchenko’s side
are now level on three points
with Austria and the
Netherlands in Group C after
Ukraine ended a six-match los-
ing run in the competition.

Major tournament new-
comers North Macedonia have
lost their first two games and

will be eliminated if the Dutch
avoid defeat to Austria in
Amsterdam, where victory for
either side will secure a spot in
the knockout phase.

Ukraine’s 3-2 loss to the
Netherlands last weekend saw
them match the longest losing
run in tournament history, a
record shared with Yugoslavia,
but they reignited their last-16
bid with a deserved victory
over the Macedonians.

Yarmolenko edged closer
to Shevchenko’s all-time lead-

ing mark of 48 Ukraine goals,
striking for the third game in
a row as he slotted in from
point-blank range after
Oleksandr Karavaev’s clever
flick at a corner.

Yaremchuk had been
guilty of wasting an excellent
early chance when clean
through on goal, but the Gent
striker made no mistake when
Yarmolenko’s brilliant pass put
him in the clear, squeezing the
ball between Stole Dimitrievski
and his near post.

Copenhagen: Danish star
Christian Eriksen, who suf-
fered a cardiac arrest during his
country’s Euro 2020 opener last
weekend, will have a heart
defibrillator implanted, the
Danish Football Union (DBU)
announced on Thursday.

“After Christian has been
through different heart exam-
inations it has been decided
that he should have an ICD
(heart starter),” the Danish
football body said in a state-
ment on Twitter.

The device, which is an
improved variant of a pace-
maker, is “necessary after a car-
diac attack due to rhythm dis-
turbances,” it added.

DBU provided no details
on the potential consequences
for the 29-year-old Inter Milan
player’s future career.

Eriksen “has accepted the
solution” and it had also been
“confirmed by specialists
nationally and internationally
who all recommend the same
treatment,” DBU said. AFP
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Virat Kohli carries the expectations
of a billion while cricket roman-

tics will pin their hopes on Kane
Williamson when India and New
Zealand engage in a battle to create a
lasting legacy in pristine whites in the
inaugural World Test Championship
final starting here on Friday.

For the connoisseurs of the glori-
ous game, Test cricket is the ultimate
format and despite its aura, the 144-
year-old history needed a facelift
along with a context which the World
Test Championship provided despite
various bottlenecks, including the
Covid-19 pandemic.

For Kohli, India’s most successful
Test captain, a trophy-less cabinet
doesn’t do justice to the champion per-
former that he has been for a decade.

Kohli needs a global triumph.
Every captain needs it but perhaps the
Indian captain wants it more.

It’s how history will remember him
just like it remembers Dhoni with a lot
of respect and utmost fondness for
those heroic World title wins.

Williamson stands in his way
with a bunch of fine cricketers and the
most amiable set of players that one
would come across in International
cricket.

They are India’s rivals but when
Williamson hits those cover drives,
Devon Conway teases a Ravichandran
Ashwin or Ravindra Jadeja, Trent
Boult gets one banana inswinger
aimed at Rohit Sharma’s bootlaces, the
crazy fans of a cricket-mad nation
wouldn’t possibly be able to hate
them.

These are ‘Gentlemen Cricketers’
who have grown on the fans bit by bit
with their cricket and their conduct. It’s
difficult not to love them, especially
after their gut-wrenching World Cup
defeat at the Lord’s two summers back.

If Williamson happens to stand
with the ICC Test Mace on the
Hampshire Bowl balcony, one might
just smile and think that perhaps “Nice
guys don’t always finish last”.

But after two years and half a
dozen series later, a battle-hardened
Indian team will give its all in a match,
from which the winning team will also
walk away with a $1.6 million wind-
fall. 

There are a number of cricketers,
who wouldn’t practically have a shot
at any other global trophy and for them
it’s their ‘World Cup’ which they want

to lay their hands on.
Cheteshwar Pujara would be ready

to take more bruises on his body if Neil
Wagner starts bowling short. Ajinkya
Rahane has grown in stature after a
series for the ages and he will squeeze
that extra ounce of energy to make it
count.

Ravichandran Ashwin is unlikely
to play a white ball World Cup again
and wouldn’t mind one bit if he can
fool Williamson, Ross Taylor or the
dogged Henry Nicholls with a carrom
ball or a slider.

Ishant Sharma has grown 14 years
older since that epic WACA spell to
Ricky Ponting and India’s senior-most
player deserves to win a World
Championship as much as anyone else.

Man to man, there is very little to
choose between the two teams even

though playing New Zealand in con-
ditions that aid seam and swing isn’t
the easiest of tasks.

A final has its own set of pressures
and no one would feel it more than
Rohit Sharma and Shubman Gill,
who would have the hardest job cur-
rently in Test cricket.

They would face the most under-
rated but perhaps the best new ball pair
in the business in Boult and Southee,
who would make the new ball jag
around and the old ball talk.

Kyle Jamieson hasn’t played against
England in Edgbaston but Williamson
knows what kind of a nightmare he
was with his steep back-of-length
bounce generated from his 6 feet 9 inch
frame. If that’s not enough, Wagner will
pound it in with stuff aimed at rib-cage
enticing the batters to go for the hook
and pull shots or take it on the body.

TEAMS
India: Virat Kohli (C), Rohit Sharma,
Shubman Gill, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Ajinkya Rahane, Rishabh Pant (wk),
Ravindra Jadeja, Ravichandran
Ashwin, Ishant Sharma, Mohammed
Shami, Jasprit Bumrah. 
New Zealand: Kane Williamson (C),
Tom Blundell, Trent Boult, Devon
Conway, Colin de Grandhomme, Matt
Henry, Kyle Jamieson, Tom Latham,
Henry Nicholls, Ajaz Patel, Tim
Southee, Ross Taylor, Neil Wagner BJ
Watling and Will Young.
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Shafali Verma and Smriti
Mandhana provided India

Women a confident start but the
visitors still have a mountain to
climb after England Women
posted a mammoth 396 for nine
in their first innings in the one-
off Test, here on Friday.

It was the highest-ever total
scored by a team against India
in Test cricket and the visitors
are still trailing by 333 runs with
Verma (35 not out) and
Mandhana (27 not out) taking
India to 63 for no loss at tea on
the second day.

Verma was at her usual
aggressive self as she cut and
pulled in her own inimitable
style. The 17-year-old not only
presented the straight bat for
defence with grace, she also hit
a six off Nat Sciver with remark-
able ease. It was only the second
six hit by an Indian woman in
Test cricket. 

Mandhana was cautious yet
fluent. She got her first bound-
ary when she punched one off
Sciver in the cover region.
When she got the opportunity,
Mandhana did not hesitate to
pull. Her elegant drives were a

delight to watch.
She raised the team’s fifty

with one such well-timed shot
off Kate Cross.

Cross missed a chance to
dismiss Mandhana (when on
23) when she dropped the left-
hander in her follow through.

This was after Indian
bowlers were made to put in
some hard yards for the second
consecutive day.

Debutant Sophia Dunkley
(74 not out) led the charge with
a resolute unbeaten half-centu-
ry and two crucial partnerships
with tail-enders after England
resumed at the overnight score
of 269 for six.

Dunkley first added 56
runs for the eighth wicket with
Sophie Ecclestone (17) and
then forged a 70-run stand
with Anya Shrubsole, who pun-
ished the Indian bowlers in her
career-best 47.

England declared their
innings when Shrubsole was
bowled by Sneh Rana, who
ended up as India’s best bowler
with a four-wicket haul.
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Southampton: India on Thursday
went for tried and tested players,
preferring veteran Ishant Sharma
over Mohammed Siraj in the play-
ing eleven for the World Test
Championship final.

On expected lines, the team
picked two specialist spinners in
Ravindra Jadeja and R Ashwin,
who are also more than handy with
the bat.

The three pacers are Ishant,
Mohammad Shami and Jasprit
Bumrah, leaving no space for the
impressive Siraj. Wicketkeeper-bats-
man Rishabh Pant will bat at num-
ber six. 
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