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The first day of the second
part of the Budget Session of

Parliament was virtually washed
out due to the uproar created by
the Opposition over fuel price
rise.

In the Rajya Sabha, while
the Congress wanted a discus-
sion right away on the issue,
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
did not allow and said the mat-
ter could be raised during
debate on the appropriation
Bill in the coming days.

In the Lok Sabha, members
of the Congress, the Shiv Sena,
the Indian Union Muslim
League gave adjournment
motion notices over the con-
tinuous rise in petrol, diesel and
LPG prices. After Speaker Om
Birla rejected notices of
adjournment motion moved
by Opposition members over
the issue, they started raising 
slogans.

Birla appealed to protesting
members several times to let the
House function so that women
members can raise their issues
on International Women’s Day,
but as the din continued around
5.15 pm, he adjourned the Lok
Sabha till 7 pm.The Congress
made its intentions clear on dis-
rupting the proceedings as soon
as the Rajya Sabha met for the
first day of the second half of the
Budget Session. The newly-
elected Leader of Opposition
and senior Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge raised the
issue and sought a discussion on

the “burning issue.”“This is
very important issue and it is a
burning subject. Throughout
the country, people are agitated,”
Kharge said. Petrol prices
touched nearly �100 a litre
while diesel rates were more
than �80 per litre and LPG
prices also increased, he said
adding the Government had
collected �21 lakh crore by
putting excise duty and cess on
petroleum products.

He said farmers and people
were suffering because of rise in
prices but the Chairman did not
allow his notice under Rule 267
to suspend business for the day
and discuss the issue. Naidu reit-
erated that the members will get
ample opportunity to put the
Government on the mat on the
issue during the forthcoming
debates.  He also said the Chair
did not want to take drastic
action on the first day of the ses-
sion and asked the agitated
members to let the House run.
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ADelhi court on Monday
convicted Ariz Khan for

the murder of Delhi Police
Inspector Mohan Chand
Sharma and other offences in
connection with the 2008 Batla
House encounter. Khan is
allegedly associated with the
terror outfit Indian
Mujahideen. The court will
pronounce the quantum of
sentence on March 15.

Additional Sessions Judge
Sandeep Yadav said the evi-
dence produced by the prose-
cution duly proved the case
beyond reasonable doubt.

The judge said it is “duly
proved that Ariz Khan and his
associates caused murder of
police official and fired gunshot
on the police official.”

The judge further said
Khan managed to flee and did
not appear before court despite
being declared a proclaimed
offender. “The evidence
adduced on record, including
ocular, documentary and sci-
entific, prosecution has proved
beyond reasonable doubt that
Khan along with accomplices
with common intention

obstructed inspector Sharma in
discharge of public function,”
the court said.

“Khan, along with his
accomplices, also fired gun-
shots at head constables
Balwant and Balvir Singh,” the
court further said. The court
also asked the Investigating
Officer (IO) to ascertain the
financial position of the convict
to decide on the amount of
compensation to be given to
the victim’s family.

Inspector Sharma of the
Special Cell of Delhi was mar-
tyred during the 2008 Batla

House encounter in Jamia
Nagar in south Delhi.

In 2013, Shahzad Ahmed
and Khan had escaped the
Batla House shootout while
two of their accomplices, Atif
Amin and Mohammed Sajid,
were killed during the
shootout. A third, Mohammed
Saif, was arrested. 

Delhi Police Inspector
Mohan Chand Sharma lost his
life while two other officers
were injured.

Later, Shahzad Ahmed was
also arrested and a trial court
in July 2013 had sentenced
Indian Mujahideen terrorist
Ahmed to life imprisonment in
connection with the case. His
appeal against the trial court’s
verdict has been pending in the
High Court.

Khan, a native of
Azamgarh, was arrested by the
Delhi Police’s Special Cell in
February 2018.
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Aday after Union Health
Minister Dr Harsh

Vardhan and Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain talked
about nearing the end of the
(Covid-19) pandemic, the
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) has cautioned politi-
cians and the Government not
to invoke a “false sense of secu-
rity”.

“It is painful to note the
discussion on endemic Vs
pandemic status of diseases is
echoing in the political corri-
dors, however it ought to be
substantiated by scientific evi-
dence by the World Health
Organisation (WHO) or ICMR
only,” the IMA said.

The apex body of the doc-
tors pointed out that “invasion
of muted virus UK variant,
South Africa variant and Brazil
variant continue to haunt.”

“While corona pandemic
with its disastrous tentacles
and widespread infectivity
were under control amid spike
here and there by the dedicat-
ed and coordinated services
rendered timely by

Governments and private
modern medical healthcare
providers, the stage is not ripe
to call it the end of pandemic
or endemic,” the IMA said in
a statement here.

“The introduction of much
efficacious and safe corona
vaccine in our country is a tool
for us to face this challenging
war with confidence. But for
India and Argentina, whole
world had faced the second
wave and its much vitreous
consequences.

“The last one week has
shown 35 to 40 per cent
increase in the number of
cases from different parts of
the State and even in Capital of
India the daily average has
risen up from 100 to 140
patients.
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In an unprecedented deci-
sion, the Election

Commission of India has
declared all the booths for the
first phase of elections in five
districts of Bankura, Purulia,
Jhargram and East and West
Midnapore in West Bengal as
sensitive.

This implies that all the
10,228 booths will have at
least 4-8 Central forces jawans
deployed, sources said, adding
the EC has already banned
“civic volunteers” or “green
police” appointed by the State
Government on a temporary
basis from manning the polls.

The first phase — of the 8-
phase elections — for 10 seats
will take place on March 27. 

Reacting to the EC’s deci-
sion to deploy Central forces in
all the booths, Bengal Minister
Tapas Roy said, “We respect
the EC’s decision… they have
the power to do so and they are
doing accordingly … but the
point is decisions should not be

one-sided and favouring any
one party.”

Meanwhile, more
Trinamool Congress leaders
quit the ruling party either
“feeling insulted” at not being
given a ticket or getting
“inspired” by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership
ahead of the Assembly polls.

Sonali Guha, former
Bengal Assembly Deputy
Speaker and a trusted lieu-
tenant of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee for many
decades, on Monday left the
ruling outfit along with other
outgoing Legislators Dependu
Biswas of Basirhat and Jatu
Lahiri of Howrah. 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday said its observa-

tion during the hearing last
week in a bail matter in a rape
case were “completely misre-
ported” and added that it has
the “highest respect” for
women and womanhood.

The comments — on
International Women’s Day —
come in the wake of recent crit-
icism against the Supreme
Court that it had purportedly
asked a rape accused whether
he would marry the victim,
who was a minor when the
crime was committed and has
turned major now.

“We asked are you going to
marry? We didn’t ask him to

marry” a bench headed by
Chief Justice SA Bobde said,
adding it had asked this to the
man, in the context of the
case.  

“The fact of the matter is
that we have the highest respect
for women,” said the bench,
also comprising Justices AS
Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian. 

The observations by the
bench were made while it was
hearing another case, a plea by
a 14-year-old pregnant rape
survivor seeking permission
to abort the foetus of 26 weeks.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who was appearing in
the matter, said that the obser-
vation by the bench last week
was reported out of context.
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The Budget Session of
Parliament is likely to be

cut short and may conclude
before the first phase of elec-
tions on March 27, while the
two Houses will resume their
normal timing of 11 am
onwards from Tuesday, sources
said.

Several parties had
requested that the session,
which was originally scheduled
to continue till April 8, be cur-
tailed due to the Assembly
elections in four States and one
Union Territory being held
between March 27 and April
29. While Rajya Sabha

Chairperson M Venkaiah
Naidu announced the new
timings for the Upper House
this morning on the first day
of the second part of the
Budget Session, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla made a sim-

ilar announcement in the
Lower House. Birla said Lok
Sabha members would also sit
in galleries, apparently to
maintain distancing norms.

Keeping in mind the social
distancing norms due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, both
Houses were meeting in two
shifts since the Monson
Session, with Rajya Sabha
meeting in the first half of the
day and Lok Sabha in the sec-
ond half. 

There was no Winter
Session of Parliament due to
the pandemic. Some Rajya
Sabha members were sitting in
Lok Sabha chambers to adhere
to distancing norms. 
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The State Information
Commission (SIC)  has

imposed penalty on Joint
Secretary-cum-PIO of Food
Supplies  and Consumer
Welfare Department for sub-
mitting false information.

The Additional Secretary-
cum-FAA of the Department
was directed by the commis-
sion to be more diligent with
RTI matters.In 2016, the State
Government had invited sug-
gestions  from general public
with reference to the Draft
Odisha State Food
Commission Rules, 2016 noti-
fied in the  Odisha Gazette
Notification dated 25-1-2016. 

Five persons, Pradip
Pradhan,  Bhawani Sankar
Nanda, Sanjukta Panigrahi,
Sachikanta Pradhan and S
Pratap Sahu, had submitted
their suggestion by e-mail on
February 2016 and sent the
hard copy  sent by post. 

One of the suggestions was
that the rule should have a pro-
vision to form Vigilance com-
mittee at each level, i.e. from
State to Fair Price shops with
two members from public. The

rules were finalised on 17-2-
2016 with minor corrections
based on suggestions of only
few members of public. The
aforesaid persons suggestions
were simply ignored and it did
not find place in the file noting
at all. 

However, in another RTI
application by Bhawani Sankar
Nanda that though that 13
persons submitted their sug-
gestions only five persons’ sug-
gestions were noted in the
note-sheet.  The remaining
suggestions were ignored.  Even
there is no mention in the note-
sheet about reasons for not tak-
ing a note of  the remaining
suggestion.

Later, following a appeal by
Nanda, the Information
Commission after going
through the documents and
full hearing noticed the careless
approach to the RTI Act and lie
of the PIO.  The commission
also imposed penalty of Rs
7,000 on FS&CW Department
Joint Secretary and PIO. I also
directed the department’s for-
mer Additional Secretary and
FAA to be more diligent in
future while dealing with any
matters under the RTI Act.
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Requesting Union Minister
of Health and Family

Welfare, Harsh Vardhan for
setting up of one of the four
proposed National Institutes
of  Virolog y (NIVs) in
Bhubaneswar, Union Minister
of Petroleum and Natural Gas
Dharmendra Pradhan wrote a
letter to Vardhan on Monday.

“Owing to its strategic
location and skilled man-
power, Bhubaneswar is well-
positioned to be considered as
a location for one of the four
proposed NIVs,” the letter
said.

Referring to Bhubaneswar
as a prime centre of medical
research and education in
eastern India, Pradhan stated
that an NIV, Bhubaneswar
would benefit from the prox-
imity to the R&D centres of
excellence such as AIIMS,
ILS, ICMR-RMRC, ICAR-
International Centre for Foot
and Mouth Disease and boost
the country’s collaborative

research ef forts .  NIV
Bhubaneswar can cater to the
population of eastern, south-
eastern and central Indian
States. 

This will also be in line
with the Purvodaya vision of
Prime Minister, the letter
mentioned.

At present, an NIV is
functioning in Pune that
played a critical role in the
fight against Covid.
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Amidst the Similipal wild-
fire, leaves of all Forest

Department personnel of the
Baripada Forest Division have
been cancelled until further
orders.

Informing this, Baripada
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) Santosh Joshi said 100
more personnel have been
roped in to douse the flames.

As per latest reports, fire
incidents have been reported
from over 20 points under the
Udala, Dujura, Bangiriposi,
Rasgovindpur Forest Ranges
near the Similipal Biosphere
Reserve. Meanwhile, a man
has been arrested while setting
dry leaves on fire in Dudhiani
forest in Mayurbhanj district.

Related stories on P2
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In a reshuffle in
the IPS cadre,

the State Government on
Monday appointed senior officer
Saumendra Kumar Priyadarshi
as the Commissioner of Police
for the Twin Cities of
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack.

Priyadarshi, a 1995-batch
IPS officer, will replace
Sudhanshu Sarangi as the
Commissioner of Police.
Currently, Priyadarshi is work-
ing as Additional DG, Crime
Branch.As per a notification
issued by the Home Department,
1990-batch IPS officer
Sudhanshu Sarangi was trans-
ferred and posted as the CMD of
Odisha Police Housing and
Welfare Corporation
(OPH&WC). 1988-batch IPS
officer M Akhaya was trans-
ferred and posted as the DG Fire
Services, CG, Home Guards
and Director of Civil Defence,
Odisha. At present, Akhaya is
working as CMD of OPH&WC.
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Chief Minister in a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Monday congratulat-
ed him for taking the imitative
to commemorate the 75 years
of India’s Independence.

Patnaik stated, “With the
passage of time, the youth of
the country need to be remind-
ed of the sacrifices of  forefa-
thers in a context they can
identify with, one of the ways
in which this can be done is to
highlight the events of our
freedom struggle and develop
the places linked to it.”

“We need to highlight sig-
nificant events led by lesser
known leaders as well as to cap-

ture the pan India nature of the
movement.”“Many events that
happened outside the bound-
aries of India need to be cap-
tured. Our greatest tribute to
the founding father of our
nation will be to carry forward
in letter and spirit the values
and ethos of our Independence
movement as enshrined in the
Constitution of India. The

ideals of freedom, justice and
equality which defined the
freedom struggle need to be
reiterated in today’s circum-
stances,” Patnaik stated.  “All
efforts should be made to
ensure every Indian, residing
anywhere in the world, should
be touched through the various
activities as part of the com-
memoration ceremonies.
Through technology and social
media, this is quite possible to
achieve.” he observed.

As quoted by Gandhiji,
“The best way to find yourself
is to lose yourself in the service
of others.” Service-oriented
activities can be part of the pro-
gramme to encourage com-
munity service among the cit-
izens especially the youth” said
Patnaik.
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The State registered 59 new
Covid-19 positive cases  in

19 districts on Monday,
increasing its total tally to
3,37,803.Out of the new cases,
35 were from quarantine cen-
tres and 24 were local con-
tacts.Sambalpur district
recorded the day’s highest nine
cases.

Currently, the active cases
in the State stood at 753.and the
cumulative samples tested were
84, 92,151. However, 88 per-
sons recovered on the day,
taking the total recoveries to
3,35, 168 in the State.
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The luscious songs like the
lullaby from his mother, the

tinkling sounds from the
wooden bells tied around the
neck of the cattle, the rhythmic
beat of Ghoda Naach and
Chadheia Chadheiani per-
formed on his village lane that
he had heard while growing up
in a nondescript villages have
now fallen silent.

But he is busy putting his
endeavour into making them
pulsating on papers, tapes and
wooden chips. His amazing
ensemble entitled as
‘Mishrasaal’ abounds in his
own creations embodied in
his many publications, docu-
films including a museum of
miniature models of antique
arts and crafts. 

His monumental contri-
butions to Odia language and
literature are evident in his
huge number of publications
comprising creative works, crit-
ical writings and encyclopaedic
collections of dying Odia
proverbs of rare value and
interest. 

A kaleidoscopic personal-
ity, he is a curious amalgama-
tion of a poet, a storyteller, a
critic and a zestful chronicler of
rustic life. A passionate collec-
tor of rare Odishan antique art
and craft, Prof Ajaya Mishra is
now also in a frenzy of creative
activities in the afternoon of his
life after superannuation from
his profession of teaching. 

In an interview to The
Pioneer, Prof Mishra spoke to
Sugyan Choudhury about the
dwindling Odishan art and
craft and beauty of rustic life in
his ancestral house at Palli in
Jagatsingpur.

How would you paint
your pastime for breathing life
into dwindling folk art of
our State?

Excellence of art in its
quintessential height is the
other name of Utkal. Art and
craft lies in the lifestyle of
Odias which is abundantly dis-
cernible in an idyllic back-
ground and prairies of Odisha
villages. 

The folk art and folk cul-
ture are inextricably woven in
the cultural fabric of our village
life. It pains me most to notice
the decline of interest in such
folk art and craft in our cultural
milieu and I am now striving
hard to inspire the Gen next of
Odisha in recreating and
reshaping such a dying genre.

Would you share the wis-
dom you have gained from
your intimate study of our
folk culture?

Wisdom comes out of
experience. My village was the
cradle of my infancy, play-
ground of my adolescence and
pleasure garden of my youth. I
have learnt to smile by gazing
at the flowers and discovered
eternity in grains of sands.
The un-adorned lifestyle of
the rustic folk served as an

example to nurture and nour-
ish me. The folk artists per-
forming their arts like
Daskathia, Pala, Jatra, Suango,
Farce, cultural evenings, filled
my heart with wonder and
awe. Nothing was artificial.
The spontaneity of village
artists is to be found nowhere
else in this time of digitalisation
of modes of entertainment. I
have attempted to share my
experience and wisdom in
classrooms, in seminars
through power-point presen-

tations to inculcate a spirit of
our rich tradition in our young
mass.

Can Odia Jatra be accord-
ed the tag of literature when
there is display of vulgarity
here?

Jatra or open-air theatre is
an ever-flowing folk art of our
people. There are changes
noticeable in it in consonance
with the changing times. But
Jatra has been regarded as a
mass teacher in correcting, in
amending and in modifying
the way we live. 

Obscenity is not in the
scene of Jatra, but it lies in the
eyes of the jaundiced viewers.
Art is neither moral nor
immoral; it is amoral. Hence,
we cannot discard Jatra from
our cultural soirees while it
must be like a mass teacher
unleashing awareness for a
new social order.

Have you plans to pre-
serve these items of art and
craft at the time of high-tech
society?

You see, it is a matter of
concern that many appliances
of yesteryears are going to
remain either redundant, obso-
lete or incognito for the youths
of our time and for generations
of Odias yet unborn.  Hence, I
am trying to reshape and
rebuild them in order to famil-
iarise them with the Gen-next.
So, my museum now abounds
in Shagada (mini bullock cart),
Khua (wooden churning han-
dle) Sila and Shilapua (stone-
grinder), binchana (hand palm
leaf fan), palanquins, sabari and
such other items.

Could you please tell us
about your creations?

I have penned and pub-
lished sixty-five books of
poems, stories, criticisms,
compilations of typical Odia
idioms. Sahityara Sahira Tatwa,
Rasa-Riti-Guna, Sahityika
Matabad, Odia Sahityara
Matabad, Odia Loka Sahitya
and Loka Sanskruti are a few to
name out of all that hold fas-
cination for the readers.

interview of the week
pioneer
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In order to contain the ongo-
ing forest fire incidents in

several parts in Odisha, the
State Government on Monday
constituted a nine-member
State Level Task Force under
the chairmanship of former
PCCF and HoFF Sandeep
Tripathy. 

Forest and Environment
Department ACS Mona
Sharma brought out a notifi-
cation in this regard. While
PCCF and HOFF Jitendera
Kumar has been made
Member-Secretary of the Task
Force, Sashi Paul, PCCF
Wildlife, Pankaj Agrawal, DG

FSI, Representative of DG
ICFRE, Head of Forest &
Ecology, NRSC, PK Mallik,
CEO ORSAC, JK Panigrahy,
Secretary Odisha Environment
Society and Bijay Agrawal of
Baripada have been taken as
Members.According to it terms
of reference,  Task Force would
review ongoing forest fire inci-

dences and their causes and
ensure immediate interven-
tion to end the menace.
Secondly, it would suggest
measures for augmentation of
the existing fire management
protocols, including the
Geomatics-based fire alert sys-
tem. 

Beside, the Task Force
would conduct post assess-
ment of the forest fire-affected
areas, loss of wildlife and bio-
diversity and suggest appro-
priate measures for augmenta-
tion of forest resources, officials
said. The Tsk Force would pro-
vide suggestions for improve-
ment of the Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
for fire prevention and man-
agement to prevent and restrain
such fire occurrences, officials
addeds.
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Amid reports of raging
wildfire in forests across

the State, Sambalpur DFO
Sanjeet Kumar on Monday
announced cash award of Rs
5,000 for informing about
those setting fire in forests.

He also warned of imme-
diate arrest of the persons
setting fire in forests. “Those
found committing such acts
will be arrested immediately. A
cash award of Rs 5,000 will be

given to the informers,” the
DFO said. He issued instruc-
tions to all Forest Department
officials and staffers in this
regard. 

As many as 15 contractu-
al workers would be engaged
under the supervision of each
Forest Ranger to keep a sharp
watch on the wildfire in the
Sambalpur Forest Division.
The Forest Squads were direct-
ed to keep a record of the
addresses of the persons enter-
ing into forests.
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The International Women’s
Day was celebrated with

great pomp and show on
Monday at the Xavier Institute
of Management, Bhubaneswar
(XIMB) campus. All women
employees were felicitated by

Vice Chancellor Fr Antony R
Uvari, SJ. In his message, the
Vice – Chancellor encouraged
the women faculty and staff  to
be confident and workaholic.
He ensured that the institution
empowers and respects women
in all fields and emphasized
that the XIMB is a women
friendly organisation where
many women faculty and staff
are in leadership roles both in
administration and academics.

The speakers for the event
were Dr Deepak Khuntia, Fr E
A Augustine, SJ and Fr V
Arockia Das, SJ. The event
was organized by the adminis-

trative and HR team of the uni-
versity led by Basant Mohanty,
Mallika Pathak, Madhu C
Panda, Reena Ravichandran,
Smitha and others. There were
inspirational thoughts, pre-
sentations and videos shared to
mark the occasion. The event
ended with fanfare and cultur-
al activities thus promoting a
ethos of social dignity and
women empowerment.
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Adecapitated body of a man
was found on a railway

track near the Lingaraj Temple
Road station here on Monday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sushant Sahu (42). He
was a florist by profession.
Locals spotted the body in the
morning and informed police.
Susant’s family members said
he had left home on Sunday at

around 10 pm but didn’t return
home. They came to know
abou the incident in the morn-
ing.Sunsant is survived by his
wife and a 15-year-old daugh-
ter. 

Getting information, police
reached the spot and sent the
body for postmortem. Further
investigation by police was
underway to ascertain whether
the death was a result of train
accident or suicide.
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As the name suggests
“Anuvartanam”, a novel ini-

tiative of Guru Ratikant
Mohapatra, Director, Srjan and
Dean, FACIS, Sri Sri University,
has been an extremely well-
attended virtual performance
series, bringing the entire world
together to view some of the stal-
warts of the Odishi dance and
the talented younger ones who
have been less noticed.

On March 6, the
Anuvartanam celebrated its 75th
anniversary with legendary
dancer Aruna Mohanty,
Padmashree and SNA awardee.
She presented two of his own
choreographies Samsara and
Bhumisuta and the music for
both the items was composed by
Guru Bijaya Kumar Jena and
Rupak Kumar Parida respec-
tively Since its inception,
Anuvartanam has featured
renowned names like Sujata
Mohapatra, Rajashree Praharaj,
Sikata Das, Pranati Mohanty,
Rahul Acharya, Namrata Mehta
etc and has also featured some
of the younger generation of
budding talents, who, otherwise
have lesser performance oppor-
tunities, to get noticed globally
for their talents.

Known for his organiza-
tional skills besides his sought
after choreographies, Guru
Mohapatra conceptualized
Anuvartanam, where he brought
in the entire global Odishi com-

munity under one roof and
proved to the world that no
amount of obstacles could deter
his undying spirit of keeping
Odishi at a golden pedestal in
the world cultural map. The
series, that started in July 2020,
when the Covid 19 pandemic
struck the world and brought life
to a standstill, Guru Mohapatra,
used the available resources to
save the world of dance and
dancers, who were dealing with
lack of performances opportu-
nities. Through Anuvartanam,
he not only provided them with
a platform to showcase their
work, but ensured to bring them
a global audience. 

Through Anuvartanam,
Guru Mohapatra, under his
institute Srjan’s banner and col-
laborating with Sri Sri University,
where he currently heads the
Faculty of Art Communication
and Indic Studies as Dean, vows
to continue serving the Odishi
community and helping the tal-
ented dancers, by organizing
well attended events such as
Anuvartanam. 
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Concerned over the mount-
ing cases of loot and

snatching incidents in State
capital Bhubaneswar, the
Commissionerate police on
Monday decided to deploy
special teams at every police
station in the city.

City DCP Umashankar
Dash said a Special Officer
would be engaged at each
police station in the city. As
many as four Constables would
work under the Special Officer
who would lead each team
which would be known as
‘Special 26’ team.

The ‘Special 26’ teams
would handle only loot and
snatching cases in the city, the
DCP added.The move comes
amid a spiral in cases of loot
and snatching in Bhubaneswar
recently Looters and snatchers
have been cocking a snook at
the police by committing
crimes in broad daylight.

In one of such cases in the
city , armed bike-borne
snatched a gold chain from a
woman, who was plucking
flowers in morning hours in
front of her house at
Khandagiri Bari on Sunday.
The snatcher also attacked the
woman before decamping with
her gold chain. 
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Odisha has topped the list of
States and Union

Territories (UTs) with most
contaminated sites. As per the
data shared by Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Odisha has highest  23
contaminated sites followed
by Uttar Pradesh (21) and New
Delhi (11).

There are 112 sites in India
contaminated by toxic and
hazardous substances. Besides,
there are 168 sites that may be
contaminated but require
investigation and confirma-
tion. According to the Union
Environment Ministry, conta-
minated sites are delineated
areas in which the “constituents
and characteristics of toxic and
hazardous substances, caused
by humans, exist at levels and
in conditions which pose exist-

ing or imminent threats to
human health and the envi-
ronment.” Contaminated sites
may include production areas,
landfills, dumps, waste storage
and treatment sites, mine tail-
ings sites, spill sites, chemical
waste handler and storage sites
located in various land uses. 

On the direction of the
National Green Tribunal
(NBT), remediation work has
begun to clean up 14 contam-
inated sites in seven States
such as Gujarat, Jharkhand,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.
The remediation involves
cleaning of contaminated
media – soil, groundwater, sur-
face water and sediments – by
adopting various in-situ or ex-
situ clean-up technologies up to
a predefined remediation tar-
get levels for each identified
constituent.
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The Thelkoli police have to
submit a report of a land

fraud case within next 15 days
as the court has instructed
them to do so. Police during the
last 16 years did nothing to
unearth the irregularity; the
police rather arrested a person
who protested it. 

As per information, one
Sribascha Mirdha impersonat-
ed himself as grandson of
Sukru Kissan and sold his 4.28
acres of land. Sukru Kissan was
son less but had a daughter,
Tapaswini. Taking this as an
advantage, Sribascha did all
these for a quick buck then. 

The matter came to light
much later and Tapaswini’s
son Rajiv protested it and ran
from pillar to post to cancel the
registration. But there was no
interest shown from any corner
or none helped the boy in the
gross irregularity and land
scam. Being harassed from

every platform, finally angry
Rajiv set fire to the Rengali
Tehsil office on November 20,
2020. The police and the tehsil
staff couldn’t give him justice
for the last 15 years, but police
arrested him immediately and
sent him to jail in the case.  

However, the court while
expressing displeasure in the
case, instructed Thelkoli police
to submit a detailed report of
the land transfer.“From the
preliminary investigation it is
learnt that a lot of irregularities
and fraudulent practices have
been done in this case,” said the
IIC of Thelkoli police station.
“I fail to understand how did
the previous officers keep silent
in a crucial case like this,” he
added.

But since it is  a case of long
years, the man who sold the
land with forged documents,
Sribascha and two other per-
sons out of total 11 who signed
as witnesses in the sale deed are
dead now. But it is another fact
that the persons who pur-
chased the plots are yet to take
possession of it.
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Arunning ceiling fan
snapped and fell on a

woman patient in the surgery
ward of the SCB Medical
College Hospital here on
Monday morning.

The woman, who sustained
critical injuries in the accident,
was shifted to an intensive
care unit (ICU) of the hospital.
Her latest health condition was
yet to be announced by the
hospital authorities.

As per sources, the
woman, who is a resident of
Jajpur district, had been admit-
ted to the premier hospital four
days ago for treatment for
burn injuries. She was under-
going care in the surgery ward
of the hospital when the
mishap occurred.
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The International Women's
Day was celebrated on vir-

tual-cum-physical mode at KIIT,
KIMS and KISS here on
Monday. Addressing the gath-
ering virtually from New Delhi,
KIIT & KISS founder Dr
Achyuta Samanta said, “The
more the women are empow-
ered, the greater will be the
development of the society, State
and nation. 

Women employees have
made significant contributions
in growth of KIIT, KIMS and
KISS as a whole. From extend-
ing employment to women to
giving them a free hand in car-
rying out their duties at top exec-
utive level of institute, we have
substantiated true meaning of
women empowerment.”  All
the women employees of KIIT
Group of Institutions and KISS
would get Covid vaccine free of
cost, Dr Samanta declared. A
Women Forum will be estab-

lished at KIIT to look after wel-
fare of women employees and
girl students of KIIT Group of
Institutions and KISS, he said.
Chief speaker Dr Pankaj Mittal,
secretary general, Association of
Indian Universities (AIU) and
National Commissioner-
Rangers at Bharat Scouts &
Guides, said that more women
are now aspiring to get educat-
ed as a result of special schools,
colleges and universities estab-
lished to serve their purpose. To
empower women, awareness
plays a vital role, she said,
adding that objectives of
Women's Day should be carried
out throughout year instead of
a single day notionally.
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In commemoration of the
International Women’s Day,

a four-week virtual workshop
on “Women Entrepreneurship”
was inaugurated at the Institute
of Life Sciences (ILS)
Bhubaneswar on Monday.

The workshop supported
by the Department of Science
and Technology, Government
of India, aims to provide 30
women professionals selected
from all over the country to ori-
ent them to different issues and

challenges of business oppor-
tunity in the field of science and
technology. The event was
inaugurated by Dr Anu
Acharya, CEO, Map My
Genome. She highlighted her
experience and journey as a
successful entrepreneur in the
area of human genomics.ILS
Director Dr Ajay Paida men-
tioned about the significant
contributions women have
made in the area of science and
technology as well as in taking
science towards successful busi-
ness enterprise.  
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The Infiedel, an English
translation of journalist

Prasanta Patnaik's 'Asati', was
launched in a function organ-
ised by the Tapashya
Foundation here.

Those who attended the
function included columnist
Aakar Patel, educationist  and
columnist  Dr Apoorvananda,
editor of Katha Dr Gourahari
Das and poet and journalist
Nidheesh Tyagi.

Dr Tapan Panda, an inter-
nationally-famous manage-
ment guru, who has translated
the book in his speech narrat-
ed how and why he was
inspired to translate the book
which was subsequently pub-
lished by Satya Patnaik of Black
Eagle Books, Dublin, USA.
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Former Union Minister and
hotelier Dilip Ray has test-

ed positive for Covid-19 and is
currently under home isolation.
He took to his social media
handle and informed this. He
said though people are being
vaccinated, not everyone is
inoculated. However, herd

immunity takes time to build;
and, therefore, precaution and
safety measures are a must to
keep everyone safe. 
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On February 25, the Centre
opposed the petitions filed

by Abhijit Iyer Mitra and three
others in the Delhi High Court
seeking recognition and regis-
tration of same-sex marriages.
The Centre says legal recogni-
tion of same-sex marriages
cannot be decided by the court
alone. Marriage is a bond

between a biological man and
biological woman.  Same sex
partners can live together. But
living together is not an yard-
stick to compare with Indian
concept of family unit- a hus-
band, a wife and children.

Three years ago that is in
2018, a historic judgement was
made by the Supreme Court of
India when a five-Judge
Constitution Bench struck
down the provision of Section
377 of IPC and decriminalised
consensus on same sex rela-
tions. 

Justice Indu Malhotra
meaningfully stated that “an
apology [is owed] to members
of the LGBTQ community…
for the ostracisation and per-
secution they faced because of
society’s ignorance.” This step
by the Supreme Court of India
was meant to increase the level
of social acceptance for
LGBTQ. The social acceptance
for homosexual relationship
should be treated with equali-

ty and dignity. Still the digni-
ty and acceptance with equal-
ity are missing somewhere.
Same sex relationships are
largely defined by a term
homosexuality. Still it is
believed that homosexuality is
a mental illness or psycholog-
ical problem. Some justifies
that homosexuals are immoral. 

There are no official demo-
graphics for the homosexual
population in India, but the
Government of India submit-
ted figures to the Supreme
Court in 2012 with LGBTQ
data according to which there
are more than 2.5 million gay
people recorded in India. 

These figures are only
based on those individuals
who have self-declared to the
Ministry of Health. The argu-
ments which oppose the same
sex marriages but accept the
same sex relationship have a
different opinion. They figure
out that same sex relationship
is a particular human behav-

iour and can be accepted with
some extent.  Same sex mar-
riage is a taboo. In this context,
the Centre says to the Delhi HC
that it can decriminalise a
human behaviour but not a
human conduct. In India, mar-
riage is a solemnised institu-
tion. 

It is guided by religious
sentiments, controlled by ritu-
als and values and it depends
upon age old customs.
Marriage is a sacrament.
Marriage is not only about
two private individuals and
their privacy. It has a wider
periphery. It includes public
recognition and public accep-
tance attached with many statu-
tory rights and obligations. 

Apart from these, a societal
morality factor plays a huge
role as a deciding factor for
accepting same sex marriage in
India. The Centre further
argues that despite the decrim-
inalisation of Section 377 by the
Supreme Court, petitioners

cannot claim a fundamental
right for same-sex marriages
under the laws of the country.
It is because the fundamental
right under Article 21 is sub-
ject to the procedure estab-
lished by law and it cannot be
expanded to include the fun-
damental right for same sex
marriage.

The petitions were filed in
the HC, Delhi to get recogni-
tion and registration under
Hindu Marriage Act 1955,
Special Marriage Act and
Foreign Marriage Act. 

Any interference with the
existing marriage laws would
cause a mess with the delicate
balance of personal laws in the
country. So it cannot be
changed. Apart from this,
under Section 5 of the Hindu
marriage Act, a marriage must
be solemnized between ‘only’ a
man and a woman. So the same
sex partner cannot marry or get
recognition under the act.  In
India these acts are overpow-

ered by religious sentiments.
That is why still dowry, mari-
tal rape, domestic violence and
patriarchy dominate our fam-
ily system.We live in a society
where custom and traditions
are powerful than dignity and
equity. 

A law or an order cannot
bring a social change. A change
can be brought by the accep-
tance with humility. The argu-
ments which favour same sex
marriages say that if same sex
couple can have all the legal
rights to live and love then why
society is not going one step
forward and acknowledging
their legal relationship as mar-
riage. 

Further, the types of mar-
riages and dynamics of family
have been changing. Single
parent family, family with an
adopted child, childless fami-
ly are a few of many types. So
the conventional definition an
Indian family unit is not so
convincing now. There are

plenty of instances where
homosexuals are discriminat-
ed at work places. Some are
harassed on their sexual pref-
erences and some are pressur-
ized on the basis of their gen-
der identity. In India, despite
legal recognition LGBTQ com-
munity has poor access towards
quality healthcare. 

Medical professionals
including doctors are very anx-
ious to know the gender iden-
tity of LGBTQ while doing
treatment. As far as any sex
related problem or disease is
concerned, same sex partners
have difficulties in explaining
their sexual life. 

There are many examples
where medicals have taken a lot
of time to decide the ward in
which a LGBTQ should be
admitted.  Bullying and abuse
are the most regular harass-
ments for homosexual stu-
dents in educational
Institutions. A British study on
the social marginalisation of

homosexuals at educational
institutions revealed that 60%
of the LGBTQ students had
suffered teasing, ridiculing,
name calling, isolation and
fear, suicidal and self-harm
tendency. Society needs anti-
discrimination laws and gender
neutrality laws for LGBTQ that
will empower them to build
productive lives and relation-
ships.

Hope we know most
LGBTQ are not abandoned by
their original families and live
in a state of homelessness.
Their biological family and
alternative family should be
properly defined. The first pri-
ority is to give identification to
LGBTQ. But above all,  con-
sider them as a part of nature’s
own creation and think of
rules and regulations making
their living easy.

(Dr Parida is an Assistant
Professor, author and columnist,
Mob: 8456879522)
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Amidst the fire in the
Similipal Biosphere

Reserve in Mayurbhanj district
that is raging for more than a
week and causing widespread
concerns among environmen-
talists across the globe, an ini-
tiative by royal family members
of Mayurbhanj in extinguish-
ing the inferno has won hearts
of millions.

A video showcasing the
young entrepreneur Princess
Akshita M Bhanj Deo taking
part in dousing the wildfire
surfaced in media on Monday.
She is seen along with her
mother Rashmi Rajyalaxmi
Bhanj Deo dousing the flames
in a small portion of the
Similipal forest.

According to reports, the
young royal collected data

about the causes of wildfire
after discussing with the locals.
Akshita is said to have can-
celled all her official pro-
grammes and visited the forest
on Sunday after returning to
the family’s Belgadia palace.
During her field visit to the
Talabandha area from
Bhagirathipur in the forest,

she succeeded in putting out
the flames in a few portions of
the forest. Notably, Akshita
was first to bring the wildfire to
the notice of the Government
as well as environmentalists on
microblogging site Twitter, fol-
lowing which concern poured
in from across the world to save
the biosphere.
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Basanti Gahir is one of the
bold women of Kalahandi

district, who has set an exam-
ple for others by walking alone
on a long twisted path.

Basanti is a widow leading
her family of four children
alone since the death of her
husband in 2010. "One late
evening I heard that he was
lying bleeding on the road in
the outskirts of our village. 

I ran to the spot to rescued
him. He said he had been
wounded by an unidentified
animal in the darkness. I treat-
ed him in different hospitals
but he succumbed to his
injuries exactly after three
months of the attack," reveals
Basanti and further narrates
how she has struggled day in
and day out to manage the fam-
ily single-handedly. 

"Working as a wage work-
er for long three years, I was
earning about 12 kg of paddy
per day for agriculture labour
and Rs 80 for working in con-
struction sites at that time. It
was very difficult to manage the
family with that meager
income. I wanted to provide
education to my children," she
adds.

Jaya Gahir, husband of
Basanti, was running a shop in
the village when he was alive.
" In spite of the difficulty, I used
to save some money from my
daily earnings during those
days, but that was not sufficient
to restart the business. I got the
strength from an organisation
called Karrtabya in 2013, when
they offered me support to put

my girl child in the school," she
further adds. Ashok Pattnaik,
executive director of Karrtabya,
says, "On my visit to the village
one day I found Basanti return-
ing to village holding a big load
of mung plants on her head. 

When we learnt about her
struggle and her resolve to
provide her children education
we decided to support her
financially." The Karrtabya pro-
vided monetary support of Rs
600 per month initially which
was increased to Rs 1,000 later
for education and upbringing
of Basanti's third child,
Binodini, for eight years. The
organisation also provided an
amount of Rs 10,000 to her to
restart the shop, which has now
grown to a shop worth Rs 1
lakh.

Basanti's elder son after his
secondary education is now
working as a driver. "I am try-
ing to get him a heavy driving
licence," she says. "My three
other children are in schools. I
want them to get higher edu-
cation. I am proud that my chil-
dren understand my feelings
and cooperate with me in every
respect," she tells.

"I see a great change in her
in terms of awareness. She vis-
its the Panchayat, Block and
Labour offices alone to get her
works done," says Pattnaik.

Basanti has helped 20 chil-
dren of her village register in
the District Labour Office,
which would allow them to
avail educational assistance
and support to buy bi-cycle as
well as to get assistance for pur-
chase of working tools, safety
equipment and marriage  when
they are grown up. The path for
Basanti may be full of road-
blocks but the way she has han-
dled her problems has set a
good example for others to get
strength and courage. 
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The collection of money by
the Paradeep Municipality

for cleaning roads and main-
taining hygiene has spread
resentment among the resi-
dents of the port city.

The civic body officials
were collecting Rs 100 per
house in slums and colonies for
the cleaning work but of late
this has been increased to Rs
250 at the time of Covid-
19.This was protested by the
Purba Upakula Progressive
Women Trust. The convener of
the trust, advocate Debabrata
Sahoo said in a statement that
such collection of money is an

illegal act and a memorandum
was submitted in this regard to
the municipality authorities.

The PPT is doing all con-
structions, maintenance of the
roads, drainage in the port
township but the Paradip
Municipality is collecting
money from the residents in
the name of maintaining clean-
liness when the roads, drains,
slums are left with garbage.
Mosquitoes and snakes are a
regular menace in the port
town.Sahoo warned that peo-
ple may take to streets against
the hike in collection of money
from the residents.

Notably, the Paradeep
Municipality is considered as

one of the richest civic bodies
in terms of generating funds.
Initially, the Paradip Port Trust
(PPT) was paying Rs 5 lakh to
the Municipality which was
increased to Rs 8 lakh and now
Rs 20 lakh after Municipality
took the responsibility of
maintaining cleanliness of
Kapil creek. However, creek is
left as unclean as ever.
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Despite all required criteria
under the Udan scheme to

set up an airport in Brhampur,
both State and Union
Governments have since long
been neglecting the legitimate
demand of the people of
Ganjam district.

Eminent personalities,
educationists and organisa-
tions have joined hands togeth-
er and started collecting sig-
natures on postcards going
door to door, making human
chains, holding roadside meet-
ings and processions  and cre-
ating mass awareness on this
issue.

The success of roadside
meetings and postcard cam-
paigns in the constituencies of
State Assembly Speaker and
Chief Minister in the district
has baffled the ruling BJD
leaders.

“In spite of tall talks of local
MP, MLAs and BJD leaders, the
stoic silence of the authorities
on the issue has enraged the
people,” said advocate Abani
Gaya. The CM should break his
silence on this issue; otherwise,
people of Brahmapur would
intensify their agitation, he
added.
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Each household in
Jharsuguda district will be

given water supply from the
Hirakud reservoir through
pipeline by the State
Government. The mega water
project will also include
Patrapali and Malda panchay-
ats excluded earlier from this
project.

After the Cabinet's
approval on Saturday,
Jharsuguda MLA and Health
Minister Naba Kishore Das
expressed his gatitude to Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik for
this decision in a Press meet. 

Minister Das added that
State Government is commit-
ted to provide drinking water
along with all basic amenities
to each household in the dis-
trict. The entire Jharsuguda
Assembly constituency com-

prising 17 panchayats of
Jharsuguda Sadar block, 33
panchayats of Lakhanpur block
alongwith Jharsuguda,
Belpahar and Brajrajnagar
townships will be supplied
drinking water facility by the
State Government, the Health
Minister said. 

A total two and fifty lakhs
of people including two pan-
chayats of Sambalpur district
will be benefitted out of this
mega water project, Town BJD
president Sandeep Awasthi
said.  In Press meet, senior BJD
leaders Tapas Ray Chowdhury,
Raghumani Patel and
Jharsuguda BJD block presi-
dent Damodar Nath were pre-
sent. 
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The death of a patient at the
Bhima Bhoi Medical

College Hospital here sparked
tension on Monday as the
patient’s relatives went on a
rampage alleging medical neg-
ligence in treatment.

The relatives ransacked
equipments and furnitures.
They also reportedly attacked
some doctors and nurses, who
sustained injuries.

They also clashed with
police when the latter arrived
to control situation. In a bid to
bring situation under control
police resorted to a lathicharge
due to which some relatives of
patient were injured. According
to reports, Sumant  Bhoi (20)
of Bhursipali was admitted to
hospital on Sunday night. 
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The “Kalajanjali Artistry
Trust” (KAT) and “Ideal

Ladies Team” (ILT) jointly in col-
laboration with ‘One Stop
Center’ (SAKHI) organised a
two-day long celebration on
March 7 and 8 here on the
theme, “Women in Leadership:
Achieving an Equal Future in a
Covid-19 World” to mark the
International Women's Day.

On first day of event held on
Sunday chaired by DSWO
Ganjam Surekha Mallick, senior
Government officials from
administration, judiciary, med-
ical science and education joined

convention. While Additional
District Magistrate, Ganjam
Kabindra Kumar Sahu joined as
chief guest, Project Director,
DUDA (Ganjam) Sudam
Charan Mandal, DSWO Ganjam
Surekha Mallick, DIPRO
Rabindra Narayan Behera,
Additional DSWO, Ganjam
Sadhan Charan Das, District
Women Protection Officer
Niharabala Sahu, Debabrat
Mahunto, Director of ISIR
Sudhir Sabat, Maheswara Barad,
Udayanath Nayak, Sabita
Sahukar and Rameswari Nanda
graced the event as guests.
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Bodies of a couple were
found lying in a pool of

blood in a closed room at
Ariba village under the
Gurandi police station in
Gajapati district on Monday.

The deceased, identified
as Sibal Dileswari (21) and
Taluru Srinu (28), were in a
relationship for quite some
time. As the family members of
Sibal disapproved their rela-
tionship and arranged to marry
her off, the duo reportedly
committed suicide. “Prima
facie, it seems to be a case of
suicide. But, it is yet to be con-
firmed. Exact reason of their
death can be ascertained only
after postmortem. 

Inquest of bodies would be
held in presence of Magistrate,”
police said. A police team
reached village and launched
an investigation by questioning
family members and neigh-
bours of the couple.
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Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal
graced the International

Women’s Day celebrations of
the Nalco as chief guest at the
Nalco Research & Training
Centre (NRTC) here on
Monday. 

He quoted eloquently from
the Ramcharitmanas and the
Vedas where women have been
put on the highest pedestal.Prof
Lal lauded women for making

a difference and contributing to
the growth of the nation.
Eminent writer Dr Pratibha
Ray, who was chief speaker,
delivered the keynote address
on various issues concerning
women. Nalco CMD Sridhar
Patra said, “Our women

employees have always played
a significant role in strength-
ening the company. We are
proud of their achievements
and consistent contributions
round the year.’’ 

Nalco Mahila Samiti’s pres-
ident Sasmita Patra and mem-
bers were felicitated by the
Governor and Dr Pratibha Ray
for excelling at the ‘Mock
Parliament’, which was organ-
ised in the run-up to the
Women’s Day. 
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After plastic rice and plastic
egg were earlier allegedly

found in Kendrapada market,
there was a rumour of plastic
cabbage being sold at
Ramnagar village market under
Mahakalapada block.

According to sources, one
Bikram Nayak of Ramnagar
village on Sunday purchased a
cabbage and took it to his
house for preparing cabbage
curry. To his surprise, though
the cabbage looked normal, its
leaves stretched like elastic
material and were not easy to
cut. Besides, though cabbage
was steamed for more than one
hour, but it did not boil
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With the objective to give
more representation to

women, the Indian Navy, in a
major step, has deployed four
women officers on board its
warships for the first time after
many years. So far, officers were
serving only on shore-based
assignments.

The demand for deploying
women officers on warships
was pending for the past many
years. However, the Navy was
reluctant to do so due to vari-
ous practical issues including
separate washrooms and living
quarters on the ships.

So far, women officers in
the Navy were deployed in
land-based assignments. Some
of them were also flying heli-
copters. However, a stint on the
warship came about recently.
They were deployed on ships
about 23 years back and then
it was discontinued due to
logistical and related issues.

Giving details of the path-
breaking step on the
International Women’s Day,
Navy officials said here on
Monday four women officers
were recently posted on war-
ships.  Two of them were now
serving on the aircraft carrier
INS Vikramaditya while two
others are deployed on the
tanker ship INS Shakti.

It was for the first time
since 1998 that women officers
will be posted on warships.
Back then, women officers
started getting deployed
onboard warships but the deci-
sion was changed soon after
due to certain logistical and
other issues.

In the latest development,
women officers deployed

onboard the tanker vessel INS
Shakti include a doctor and
logistics officer. The two
women officers posted
onboard India’s lone aircraft

carrier INS Vikramaditya
include air traffic controller and
a logistics officer.

A present, the Navy has
704 women officers who form

6.5% of the overall officer
cadre. To mark Women’s Day,
the Navy on Monday released
a video shot aboard INS Shakti
with messages from the two

women officers posted on the
tanker.

“They say women can’t
have it all. But I would say dare
to be different. The Indian
Navy gave me the opportuni-
ty to be different and to dare,”
said one of two women officers.

Over the years, the Navy
inducted women officers in dif-
ferent assignments. Last
September, two women officers
were selected for the helicopter
stream.  They were first women
in the navy’s history to operate
from flight decks of warships
and stay on board the vessels.

The two women officers,
Sub-Lieutenants Kumudini

Tyagi and Riti Singh, were
among the 17 officers who
were awarded wings on grad-
uating as observers at a cere-
mony held in Kochi.

As observers, the two
women have been trained for
a variety of roles including
navigation, flying procedures,
tactics employed in air warfare,
anti-submarine warfare and
airborne avionic systems. They
are likely to be posted on war-
ships by the year-end, officials
said.

These women officers will
be posted onboard maritime
reconnaissance and anti-sub-
marine warfare helicopters of

the navy.
In order to overcome the

issue of separate washrooms
and living quarters on board,
the Navy some years back
started building separate cab-
ins and toilets for women offi-
cers on its warships.

The force also recently
deployed a lady officer as the
first women defence attache
posted abroad. The lady officer
is Lieutenant Commander

Karabi Gogoi who is posted at
Moscow as naval attache.

The IAF had opened the
coveted fighter flying stream
for women in 2015 by selecting
four officers to fly MIG-21s.
The Army is yet to induct
women officers in combat arms
including the infantry, artillery
and armoured corps. As of
now, there are nearly 9,120
women currently serving the
army, navy and air force.
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Several Rajya Sabha mem-
bers on International

Women’s Day on Monday
pushed for at least one-third
reservation for women in
Parliament and State
Assemblies, saying this will
ensure they get adequate rep-
resentation. The demand
comes in the backdrop of a Bill
which sought to give 33 per
cent reservation to women in
Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies lapsing a few years
ago.

Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu on the occa-
sion appreciated the services
rendered by women members
of the House for the country’s
development and prosperity.
“We need to ensure an envi-
ronment that allows women to
express themselves to their
full potential in the form of
both words and deeds,” Naidu
said and wished them more
strength and power. The
chairman also acknowledged
the contribution of women
citizens to the development of
the nation.

Congress member Chhaya
Verma recalled that the
Government of former Prime

Minister Rajiv Gandhi had
given reservation to women in
local bodies. Similar provi-
sions should be made for
women in State Assemblies,
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
she said. Nominated member
Sonal Mansingh made a case of
celebrating ‘international men’s
day’ on the line of women’s day.

Shiv Sena member
Priyanka Chaturvedi was of the
opinion that as women form
around 50 per cent of the
country’s population, their rep-
resentation in Parliament and
state assemblies too should be
in the same proportion, and

not merely 33 per cent.
Naidu earlier appreciated

that women across the world
and in our country have been
at the forefront of tackling the
covid pandemic, be it as doc-
tors, healthcare workers,
bureaucrats, scientists, inno-
vators, community organisers
or caregivers at home. 

Referring to the history of
India freedom struggle and
active participation of women
in all walks of life, Naidu said
that the women of our coun-
try have been active partici-
pants in shaping the history
and contemporary times.
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To mark International
Women’s Day, the first

commercial passenger flight to
Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh oper-
ated by an all-woman crew was
flagged off from the Delhi air-
port by Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Monday.

In a tweet, Puri said Indian
carriers employ close to 12.4%
women pilots. “India tops in
the proportion of women pilots
than any other nation. Indian
carriers employ close to 12.4%
women pilots, which is much
higher than the world average
of 5.4%,” Puri tweeted. In
another tweet, the aviation
minister said: “Women power
soars high! 210 women pilots
including 103 captains are a
part of the Air India family.

AAI is efficiently women-ed by
507 women Air Traffic
Controllers.”

The percentage of female
pilots in India is twice as high
as in most Western countries,
including the United States
and Australia. Globally, less
than 5 per cent of pilots are
women, according to the
International Society of
Women Airline Pilots.

Meanwhile, in a statement,
the civil aviation ministry said
that the Bareilly airport has
been upgraded for commercial
flight operations under the
regional connectivity scheme –
Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik
(RCS-UDAN) of the
Government of India.

The all-woman crew oper-
ated Alliance Air’s Delhi-
Bareilly inaugural flight on
International Women’s Day, it
said.
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On the occasion of
International Women’s

Day, the Union Home Ministry
on Monday listed out initia-
tives through the Nirbhaya
Fund to enhance the safety and
security of women in the coun-
try. For his part, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah also said
that women empowerment
has always been the focal point
of the policies of the Narendra
Modi Government. 

The MHA said �200 crore
has been sanctioned to States
and Union Territories (UTs) to
set up women help desks in
police stations and to strength-
en anti-human trafficking
units in all districts of the
country. 

A separate women safety
division has also been set up in

the home ministry to sensitise
states and UTs on women
safety related issues including
timely completion of investi-
gation of sexual assault cases,
it said.

“The Government has
sanctioned �200 crore to States
and UTs to set up Women
Help Desks in police stations,
and to set up or strengthen
Anti Human Trafficking Units
in all districts of the country as
also on vulnerable borders,” the
statement said. 

The home ministry said
the Bureau of Police Research
and Development has distrib-
uted 14,950 Sexual Assault
Evidence Collection kits to
states and UTs and these SAEC
kits will facilitate the efficient
collection, handling and stor-
age of forensic evidence in
cases of sexual assault. 
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Covid-19 is profoundly
affecting the lives of girls

as they face pandemic-relat-
ed travel restrictions and
physical distancing restricting
their access to the health
care, social services and com-
munity support that protect
them from child marriage,
unwanted pregnancy and
gender-based violence,
UNICEF has pointed out.

On the occasion of
International Women’s Day, in
its analysis, ‘Covid-19: A
threat to progress against
child marriage’, the world
child body has warned that 10

million additional child mar-
riages may occur before the
end of the decade, threaten-
ing years of progress in reduc-
ing the practice.

More so as  schools
remain closed, girls are more
likely to drop out of education
and not return while job loss-
es and increased economic
insecurity may also force fam-
ilies to marry their daughters
to ease financial burdens.

As per the report, India is
among five countries in the
world which account for about
half of the total child brides
while worldwide, an estimated
650 million girls and women
alive today were married in

childhood, with about half of
those occurring in Bangladesh,
Brazil, Ethiopia, India and 
Nigeria, according to the
analysis.

To off-set the impacts of
COVID-19 and end the prac-
tice by 2030 – the target set out
in the Sustainable
Development Goals – progress
must be significantly acceler-
ated, it said.

“One year into the pan-
demic, immediate action is
needed to mitigate the toll on
girls and their families. By
reopening schools, imple-
menting effective laws and
policies, ensuring access to
health and social services –
including sexual and repro-
ductive health services – and
providing comprehensive
social protection measures for
families, we can significantly
reduce a girl’s risk of having her
childhood stolen through child
marriage,” said UNICEF
Executive Director Henrietta
Fore.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has

started the process of conduct-
ing Covid-19 vaccination of its
officers and staff pursuant to
communication received from
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare. Praveen Sinha,
In-charge Director, CBI along
with senior officers & other offi-
cials of CBI (HQ) took the jab
on the first day of the process.
The Co-VID 19 vaccination
will be conducted on different
days. 

CBI offices in various States
& UTs have also been advised
to get the CoVID-19 vaccina-
tion of officers & staffs done in
co-ordination with local
authorities. It may be noted that
CBI continued to discharge its
duties efficiently despite the
CoVID-19 pandemic.
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The production of two
main kitchen staples —

potato and onion — is esti-
mated to be higher than last
year, as per the Ministry of
Agriculture. However, in case
of tomatoes, the production is
pegged slightly lower to 20.14
million tonne this year from
21.17 million tonne last year
and this may hit the common
man budget in the coming
days.

With 326.58 MT horti-
culture crops production in
2020-21, the first advance
estimate of horticulture crops
for the year 2020-21, the
Ministry has estimated that
onion production is likely to
be 26.29 Million Tons (MT) as
compared to 26.09 MT in
2019-20 and potato produc-
tion is estimated to be 50.19
MT against production of
48.56 MT last year. The toma-
to production is expected to
be less from 21.17 MT last
year to 20.14 MT in 2020-21.

Nevertheless, retail onion
and tomato prices are running
between �35-60 a kg for the
past two months due to lower
supply in the mandis across

the country. Onion prices
across the country, particu-
larly in primary agricultural
markets near the growing
regions, have crashed between
30 per cent and 40 per cent
over the last 10 days as the late
kharif crop has begun to
flood the markets. Traders
and exporters fear further
fall in the bulb’s prices as the
rabi crop is all set to hit the
markets any time after March
15.  “Onion prices had topped
�4,000 a quintal in Nashik in
the third week of February,
but they have now dropped to
levels of � 2,500 as late Kharif
crop arrivals have increased
since the last 4-5 days,” said a
trader.

Potato prices have
crashed by about 80 per cent
in various primary agricul-
tural markets in major pro-
ducer-States from a peak of Rs
2,750-2,900 a quintal seen in
November last year as arrivals
have begun to flood the mar-

kets. Potato is ruling to Rs 10-
12 a kg.

As per the first advance
estimate, the fruits produc-
tion too is estimated to be
103.23 MT compared to
102.03 MT in 2019-20 and
vegetables production is esti-
mated to be 193.61 MT com-
pared to 188.91 MT last year.
Total horticulture production
in 2020-21 is estimated to be
326.58 MT, an increase of
about 5.81 MT from 320.76
million tonne last year,

Mango production in the
countr y is  est imated to
increase 4.24 per cent to 21.12
million tonnes in the crop
year 2020-21 ending June.
The output of mango, the
‘king of fruits’, stood at 20.26
million tonne during the
2019-20 crop year (July-June).
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The Congress on Monday
said it would continue to

protest against rising inflation
and high prices of petroleum
products, and would demand
a discussion on the issue in
Parliament. The first day of
the second part of the Budget
Session of Parliament in Rajya
Sabha was virtually washed
out due to the uproar created
by the Congress. 

Congress has alleged the
Modi Government has earned
at least �21 lakh crore in the
last over six years by raising
prices of petrol, diesel and
LPG.

Talking to media outside
the Parliament, Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha

Mallikarjun Kharge said he
had given a notice to the
chairman under rule 267 for
a discussion on rising prices
of petrol, diesel and LPG, due
to which farmers, women and
common people are upset, but
it was disallowed. “We want-
ed to raise the anger among
people against the rise in
prices and wanted to raise it
in Parl iament.  But the
Government did not agree to
it as it was not ready. We will
continue to raise our demand,
and our agitation for raising
the voice of the common man
wil l  a lso continue in
Parliament,” Kharge said.

Kharge said when the
Congress raises such issues, it
is not given time to raise
them in Parliament. 
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Peeved over some Elders not
attending the parliamen-

tary proceedings during the
Session even when they are in
the national Capital, Rajya
Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday urged the
MPs to come to the House to
enrich their knowledge and be
present during their allotted
standing committee meetings.

Making this point when
the Upper House met for the
first day of the second half of
the budget session, he appealed
to the members to be present
to enhance understanding of
parliamentary procedures and
also use the library facility.

Naidu said he was told
that some members do not
attend the proceedings even
when they are in the national
capital. He, however, made it
clear that he was not referring
to any particular member or
any party. “I appeal to all the
members, please make it a
point to be in the House and
then observe debates, enrich
your knowledge,” he said.

“The Parliament Library is
completing 100 years this year.
It has a huge collection of
about 14 lakh books including
hundreds of journals in all
languages. I am told that the
footfall of Members of
Parliament in this source of
information and knowledge is

not very encouraging,” Naidu
said, stressing that sufficient
homework is required on the
part of members to make qual-
ity contribution to debates and
interventions.

Naidu also gave an account
of the examination of the
Demands for Grants for 2021-
22 of various ministries under-
taken by the eight Department
Related Parliamentary Standing
Committees of the Rajya Sabha
during the three-week-recess
after the first part of the ongo-
ing Budget session of
Parliament. He referred to sev-
eral positives that emerged
during the Budget scrutiny by
the Committees of Rajya Sabha
and some concerns as well.
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Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat on

Monday met the BJP Central
leadership amid reports that he
may be replaced following dis-
sidence against him over his
style of functioning .

Rawat  met  BJP President
JP Nadda, who in turn dis-
cussed the political situation in
the hill State with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Talk of a leadership is rife  in
Uttarakhand ahead of elections
next year as Rawat, 60,  com-
pletes his four years at the
helm.  

On Saturday, the central

leadership rushed two central
party observers, Raman Singh
and Dushyant Gautam, to
Dehradun  to oversee the situ-
ation.

The BJP leaders met with
MLAs, ministers and also with
the Chief Minister and the RSS
functionaries  and submitted a
report to Nadda.

Uttarakhand  BJP head
Banshidhar Bhagat has, how-
ever,  denied  any move to
replace the incumbent Chief
Minister. According to dissident
MLAs, continuation of Rawat
may cost the party in the 2022
assembly polls with anti-incum-
bency against him  being “on the
rise”, they said.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has taken

over the case of a vehicle laden
with explosives being found
near top industrialist Mukesh
Ambani's residence in Mumbai,
an official spokesperson said on
Monday.

“NIA has received orders
from MHA (Ministry of Home
Affairs, GoI (Government of
India) for investigation of case
FIR No 35/2020 registered at
Police Station Gamdevi on
25.02.2021. This case relates to
recovery of explosives from a
Mahindra Scorpio parked at
Carmichael Road, Mumbai,”
the NIA said in a statement.

NIA is in the process of re-
registering the case, it further
said. The Scorpio, with 20
gelatin sticks inside, was found
near Ambani's high-rise south
Mumbai home on February
25. According to the police, the
vehicle was stolen from Airoli-
Mulund Bridge on February 18.

In yet another twist, Hiren
Mansukh, the purported owner
of the vehicle, was found dead

in a creek in Thane on Friday.
Meanwhile, Maharashtra

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Monday said the
NIA taking over the case sug-
gests something was “fishy”.

Talking to reporters in
Mumbai, Thackeray said gov-
ernments come and go, but the
official administrative machin-
ery remains the same and one
needs to trust it.

On Sunday, the
Maharashtra Anti-terrorism
Squad (ATS) registered the FIR
against unidentified persons
on the orders of the State Home
Department under IPC
Sections 302 (murder), 201
(causing disappearance of evi-
dence of offence) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy).

Thackeray said, “We had
handed over the case of the
vehicle laden with explosives
and the mysterious death of
Mansukh Hiren to the ATS.
The NIA taking over the case
shows something was fishy.”

The ATS will continue to
conduct its probe into Hiren's
death, the CM said.

He said the opposition does

not have faith in the state
machinery and wanted to show
it doesn't function.

“If that is so, why is it
demanding that the state gov-
ernment reduce taxes on fuel?”
the chief minister asked.

Thackeray also said the
state police will conduct probe
into the alleged suicide of Lok
Sabha member Mohan Delkar
and punish the guilty.

Delkar (58), a seven-term
MP from the Dadra and Nagar
Haveli Union Territory, was
found dead at a hotel on Marine
Drive in south Mumbai on
February 22. 

“A Union Territory is gov-
erned by the Centre. We will
take the case to its logical end.
I wonder how the Opposition
here is quiet on the issue of the
seven-term MP ending his life,”
Thackeray said. On Monday,
Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh said in the
Assembly that the state police
was capable of solving the case
of auto parts dealer Mansukh
Hiren's death and the recovery
of the explosives-laden car near
Ambani's residence.
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BJP’s priority list in the upcom-
ing elections Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will address
two back-to-back rallies --- on
March 18 and 20 --- ahead of the
first phase of elections on March
27. His first meeting will be at
Purulia and the second at Contai
the home-town of BJP’s
Nandigram campaigner
Suvendu Adhikari, party sources
said.

Modi attended a huge rally
at Kolkata’s historic Brigade
Parade Ground on Sunday
attacking the TMC regime.

BJP star candidate Adhikari
who joined the saffron outfit late
last year after quitting the
Trinamool Congress will file his
nomination against Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee from
high-profile Nandigram seat on
March 12, his party sources
said adding two central minis-
ters Dharmendra Pradhan and
Smriti Irani would accompany
him during his filing of nomi-
nation at Haldia.

Adhikari has openly chal-
lenged the Chief Minister to
defeat her by half-a-lakh votes
from Nandigram. Banerjee will
file her nomination for the same
seat on March 10.

Apart from Mukul Roy who
too left the TMC to join the BJP
three years ago, Adhikari a for-
mer MP and a powerful State
Minister had been the principal
campaigner for Mamata
Banerjee during her Nandigram
land movement. PNS
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Lucknow: UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Monday, said that there was
now an awareness about crime against
women.

He said that when he formed the gov-
ernment, there was a lack of awareness on
this issue.”We began by expanding Women
Power Line to 75 districts from four dis-
tricts. Helpline number 181 for domestic
violence was also integrated with other
helpline numbers to make it effective,” he
said.

Launching the second phase of the
ongoing Safe City project to provide an
environment free of fear to women, the
chief minister honoured women for their
contribution in various fields and inau-
gurated various schemes as part of 'Mission
Shakti' in the state capital.

“Today, 20 per cent of women are
inducted in 3 PAC Battalion in Gorakhpur,
Lucknow and Badaun. For girl education,
we launched 'Kanya Sumangla Yojana' with
Rs 15,000 benefit for a maximum of five

times,” he added.
The Uttar Pradesh government had

launched the 'Mission Shakti' program on
October 17 last year for the security of
women in the state and to further strength-
en the safety mechanism for the girls and
women.

In the first phase, under the Safe City
project in Lucknow, 100 pink booths are
being constructed for women safety in dif-
ferent areas of the city.

Out of this, 70 pink booths have been
completed.

At the same time, 100 two-wheeler
pink petrol and 10 four-wheeler pink
petrol have been given to women police-
men for the safety of women and girls.

These pink patrols are constantly
patrolling around the girls' schools, colleges
and markets.For the facilities of women,
Pink Toilets with special facilities are also
being constructed at 74 places in the city,
out of which 18 Pink Toilets are ready.
Under the Safe City project, lights are

installed after identifying the dark spots in
the city.

So far, 3625 dark spots have been iden-
tified and lights have been provided at 660
places while 2965 other spots will be taken
up by the end of March. This will curb
crimes against women at night.

The Women Power Line 1090 operated
under the Safe City project is also proving
to be a boon for women. After getting bet-
ter results, the work on increasing the
capacity of the women power line is also
being done.

Apart from this, the integration of
women power line with 112 cyber foren-
sics facility, data analytics centres have also
been established through enhancement in
the technology. The hot spots are being
monitored through CCTV cameras,
drones and control rooms. The installation
of panic buttons, CCTV cameras and 
GPL in city buses will also be completed
by December 
2021. IANS
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KOCHI: The diatribe by the CPI(M)
leaders against the Customs officials
in Kochi has taken a new turn as the
Pinarayi Vijayan-led Left Democratic
Front Government is considering
options to silence the Central agen-
cies. This follows the announce-
ment by Chief Election
Commissioner  Sunil Arora that the
demand by Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan to put on hold all probes by
the Central agencies into cases like
gold smuggling scam, reverse hawala
operations from India to West Asia
and the CBI investigation into the
LIFE Mission, the flagship pro-
gramme of the State administration.

According to sources in
Secretariat, the State administration
was taken aback by the affidavit filed
in Kerala High Court by Sumith
Kumar , the Customs Preventive
Commissioner  stating that the dol-
lar hawala and other illegal operations
had the patronage of top leaders of
the CPI(M).

The eight questions posed to the
Chief Minister by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Sunday dur-
ing his speech at the valedictory func-
tion of the BJP’s Vijaya Yatra at
Thiruvananthapuram had sent the
Government topsy-turvy. The home
minister mentioned that the death of
a person associated with the Gold
Scam and who was being probed
smacked of mystery.

It may be noted that there was an
attempt on the life of Sumit Kumar,
the Customs Preventive
Commissioner probing the Gold
Smuggling scam in which former
principal secretary to Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan figures as an
accused. On February 12, there was
an unsuccessful attempt to waylaid
Sumit Kumar who was on his way
back to Kochi from Kalpetta in
Wayanad district. Though Kumar
filed a report about the incident, the
Kerala Police is yet to take any
action. PNS
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Salma Ansari, wife of former
Vice President Hamid

Ansari, named the two-and-a-
half-year-old girl after her
mother Zehra Kazmi. Recently,
four needy children were
brought to Madrasa 
Chacha Nehru from Bihar,
whose education and responsi-
blity has been taken by Salma
Ansari.

Relatives of the children
have given the responsibility of
their upbringing to the Alnoor
Charitable Society in writing.
She is a two-and-a-half-year-old
girl from Bihar, whose mother
is deranged. The child's mater-
nal grandfather handed her over
to the madarsa. She is named
after the mother of Salma 
Ansari. 

Aligarh: In West UP number of
cases of female foeticide are
noted. Also people are more
worried about the male child
instead of female child special-
ly in the rural areas. 

In Aligarh rural areas and
Muslim populated areas, slums
girls are not getting nutritious
food as compared to male child.
Here 62% girls are suffering
from under nutrition problem.
That is why there is higher death
rate of female child with in two
years of delivery.  Though U.P.
government has launched  sev-
eral projects/schemes but par-
ents do not pay proper attention
to improve girls health.  Girls
remaining alive being aban-
doned after birth are living
under nutrition life. PNS
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Chennai: Covid-19 infected
voters would be  given personal
protective equipment (PPE)
kits while others hand gloves
for casting their votes in the
elections to Tamil Nadu assem-
bly next month as part of pre-
ventive measures in view of the
pandemic, state Chief Electoral
Officer Satyabrata Sahoo said
here on Monday.

On the day of polling,
every voter would be given
hand gloves before voting to
ensure there was no chance of
transmission of infection
through the Electronic Voting

Machine, he said.
All other norms to help

prevent COVID-19, including
screening people with thermal
scanners, would be followed
during the polling on April 6,
the official told a press confer-
ence at the Secretariat.

“People must go to polling
stations wearing mask,” he said
adding public should follow
social distancing as well.

If people had fever or in
case of suspicion about coron-
avirus, they would be given a
medical certificate and allowed
to vote during the last one hour.

In case of people infected
with COVID-19 or suspected
of being infected with the
virus, they would be permitted
to cast their votes wearing a
PPE kit that would be provid-
ed by authorities, he said.
Arrangements are in place to
ensure availability of PPEs, he
noted.

Both polling stations and
personnel have been increased
in view of the pandemic and as
a result the total booths now
stood at 88,937 as against
68,324 and would be manned
by 4,79,892 personnel, the 

CEO said.
There are 76 counting

centres in the state.  While pre-
viously only the vulnerable
and sensitive polling stations
were monitored through web
camera, for the first time now,
a minimum of 50 per cent of
polling booths shall be con-
nected to the devices. 

As many as 150 gener-
al observers and 40 police
observers have been deployed
and they would all 
report in their respective
assigned constituencies before
March 19. PTI
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Kota (Raj): A 15-year-old girl was allegedly raped at sep-
arate places by at least nine people over eight days in
Rajasthan's Jhalawar, police said on Monday. Two of the
accused are minors.

The girl somehow managed to reach her home on
Friday after which a complaint was lodged. Four of the
accused, including the two minors, have been held, police
said.  

Suket DSP Manjeet Singh said the girl alleged that her
friend Bulbul and another youth, Chothmal, on February
25 took her to Jhalawar City on the pretext of buying a
schoolbag for her.

He, however, said the girl is a school dropout.
She alleged that two to three other people joined them

at a park where she was drugged and raped by them. 
She alleged that at least nine people at different times

and separate places in Jhalawar raped her over eight days. 
The DSP said a medical examination of the girl was

conducted immediately and four of the accused were held.
Two of them are minor and attempts are under way to
arrest the rest, he said. PTI 

Deoria (UP): A 13-year-old girl,
who was allegedly raped in Uttar
Pradesh's Deoria district, has
given birth to a child, police said
on Monday.  A man has been
arrested on charge of raping the
girl, they said.

Circle Officer (CO) Ambika
Ram said her mother alleged in
the complaint that the minor was
raped at her house in a village in
Rudrapur area by a neighbour
eight months ago when she was
alone.

The accused also threatened
her of dire consequences due to
which she did not narrate her
ordeal to the family members, the
CO said.

The accused has been arrest-
ed and sent to jail, police said,
adding a detailed probe is on into
the matter. PTI 

Jaipur: A police sub-inspector was
suspended on Monday on the
charge of raping a 26-year-old
woman in Rajasthan's Alwar dis-
trict, an official said.

A case of rape under Indian
Penal Code (IPC) section 376 was
registered against police sub-inspec-
tor Bharat Lal (52) on a complaint
lodged by the woman, Alwar SP
Tejaswini Gautam said.

The SP said the accused was
arrested and suspended on Monday.

The woman had gone to police
station to lodge a case against her
husband as he wanted a divorce. The
woman wanted police to stop him
from getting a divorce.

According to the woman's
complaint, the accused SI raped her
for three days at a quarter inside
police station, the SP said. PTI

Muzaffarnagar: A 30-year-old preg-
nant woman was found hanging at her
home here, police said on Monday.

They said a case has been lodged
against her in-laws for allegedly
demanding dowry from her.

Tabasum Begum was found hang-
ing at her marital home at Jolla village
in Budhana town on Sunday, police
said.   She was married to Afsar for over
an year and was allegedly being
harassed by her in-laws for not bring-
ing enough dowry with her, they said.

The woman's brother, Lukman, has
filed a complain with the police alleg-
ing his sister's in-laws were demanding
dowry from her. He further alleged that
they first killed her and then hanged her
to make it look like a case of suicide,
police said.

An FIR was registered against
Afsar, victim's brother-in-law Arshad,
father-in-law Tasawer and mother-in-
law Hasroon, Station House Officer M
S Gill said, adding they all are abscond-
ing. PTI 

Muzaffarnagar (UP): A 35-year-old woman
died after she was allegedly beaten up by her hus-
band here, police said on Monday.

Kusum got seriously injured after her hus-
band attacked her with an iron rod when she
tried to prevent him from drinking. She was
admitted to a hospital and succumbed to
injuries on Sunday, police said.

The incident took place at Athai village in
Jansath tehsil on March 1, they added.

The woman's husband, Sanjiv, was earlier
booked for attempt to murder, which has been
now changed to murder, Station House Officer
Deepak Chaturvedi said.

The accused is absconding, he said. PTI
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New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrested
Deepak Agarwal and Ayush
Goyal for their involvement in
a trade-based money launder-
ing scam in which funds to the
tune of Rs 1500 crore were sent
outside India in the guise of
import of fake “customised
software”. Both the accused
were remanded to judicial cus-
tody. However, the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge,
Visakhapatnam, has granted
custody of Deepak Agarwal to
ED for three days beginning
March 6.

The ED has also sought
custodial interrogation of
Ayush Goyal.

The ED had initiated inves-
tigation on the basis of FIR reg-
istered by Andhra Pradesh
Police against Vaddi Mahesh
and others, on the complaint of
Income Tax Department. PNS

New Delhi: The Akhil Bharatiya
Pratinidhi Sabha (ABPS), the
highest decision-making body of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), will hold its two-
day annual meet from March 19
to March 20 in Bengaluru
which is expected to affect key
changes in the organization.

The meeting was earlier
planned for Nagpur, but had to
be relocated due to the active
COVID-19 cases in
Maharashtra.

According to sources , the
meeting –– which will have in
attendance  about 500 to 550
RSS brass will be held on March
19 and 20. Election to the high-
est executive post of the organ-
isation, Sar Karyavah (general
secretary), is expected  to take
place during the meeting.

Last year, the meeting was
scheduled to be held in
Bengaluru from March 15 to 17
but was cancelled due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“About 500-550 delegates
are likely to participate in the
event. Sarsanghchalak  of RSS Dr
Mohan Bhagwat, Sar Karyavah
Bhayyaji Joshi and other leaders
of the outfit will be in atten-
dance.Several outfits of the RSS
will not be attending the meet on
account of COvid19 protocol.

The meeting will review
the work done by the RSS in last
three-years and set the road map
for coming years. Sources said
Covid19 offered RSS workers
opportunity to work with peo-
ple extensively  and the meeting
would also appraise that expe-
rience.  PNS

New Delhi: The northwestern parts of India are all set
to experience widespread rain over the next four days
after a brief dry spell. The latest forecasts said that two
western disturbances will impact the Western
Himalayan Region and adjoining northwest India this
week. The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
on Monday said a Western Disturbance (WD) prevails
over north Pakistan on Monday and an induced
cyclonic circulation lies over Punjab and the neigh-
bourhood region. Owing to the rough weather con-
ditions, the IMD has issued an orange alert over Jammu
& Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand for
Wednesday and Thursday. Uttarakhand will contin-
ue to remain under the same advisory for Friday as
well. The advisory instructs residents to ‘be prepared’
for the rough weather conditions.

According to the IMD, the WD are mainly a
weather phenomenon whose arrival is associated with
snow and rain in the Himalayas and parts of north-
west India. The ongoing system is expected to produce
scattered rainfall or snowfall with isolated thunder-
storms, lightning or hail over the Western Himalayan
Region (WHR) on Tuesday. 

Moreover, there are also possibilities of very light
rain or drizzle over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi from March 8 to 10. PNS
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The Shiv Sena-led MVA
Government on Monday

proposed hikes in the State
Excise Duty and Value Added
Tax (VAT) on the sale of liquor
through which it hoped to
mobilise an additional revenue
of Rs 1,800, while it announced
one per cent concession on the
transfer of house or registration
of sale deed in the name of a
woman or women.

In his first budget present-
ed after the break-out of Covid-
19 in Maharashtra in March last
year, Deputy Chief minister Ajit
Pawar announced  three farmer-
friendly measures  --- zero per
cent interest crop loans up to a
borrowing limit of Rs 3 lakh, Rs
2000 crore scheme for strength-
ening Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committees
(APMCs) and 33 per cent con-
cession on farmers’ electricity
bills.

Alluding to additional rev-
enue generation by way of hikes
in the State Excise Duty and
VAT on liquor,  Pawar – who
holds the Stare Finance portfo-
lio -- announced the state gov-
ernment’s decision  to classify
country liquor into two separate
categories as branded and non-
branded country liquor. The two
separate categorisation of
branded and non-branded
country liquor involved an
increase of State Excise Duty to
Rs. 220 percent of manufactur-
ing cost or Rs. 187 per proof litre
whichever is high on branded
country liquor only.

The deputy chief minister

said that owing to the State
Excise Duty and VAT on liquor,
the state government was
expected to net an additional
revenue of Rs. 800 crore.

Pawar proposed to increase
the rate of Value Added Tax
(VAT) on the sale of liquor as
prescribed in Schedule-B of
Value Added Tax Act from the
existing 60 percent to 65 percent.
He also proposed to increase the
rate of Value Added Tax (VAT)
on the sale of liquor as pre-
scribed in Section 41 (5) of Value
Added Tax Act from the exist-
ing 35 percent to 40 percent.

Pawar said that owing to the
VAT, the state government was
expected to get additional rev-
enue of Rs 1000 crore.

In a tax concession measure
announced on the occasion of
International Women’s Day, the
Deputy chief minister proposed
concession of one per cent in the
Stamp Duty on the prevailing
rate exclusively to Women, “pro-
vided the transfer of house
property or registration of sale
deed is in the name of woman
or women only”.

Pawar said that owing to the
proposed tax concession, there
would be revenue shortfall of
around Rs 1000 Crore to the
State Exchequer.

In a couple of several health
infrastructure measures
announced in the wake of the
continuing Covid-19 crisis in the
state, Pawar said that a Rs 7500
crore project involving the con-
struction and upgradation of
health institutions would be
completed in the next four
years, while Rs. 5000 crore will

be provided by the government
in the next 5 years for quality
healthØ services in the
Municipal Councils and Nagar
Panchayats. Of the total alloca-
tion, Rs 800 crore would be
spent during the current year.

He also announced a cancer
Diagnosis Facility in 150 hospi-
tals and establishment of new
Government Medical Colleges
at Sindhudurg, Osmanabad,
Nashik, Raigad and Satara. H e
said that medical colleges would
also be set up at Parbhani and
Amravati.  

Pawar said that 11 leven
government nursing schools
affiliated to government medical
colleges in the state will beØ
converted into nursing colleges,
while physiotherapy and occu-
pational therapy colleges will be
established in all 17 government
medical colleges, in a phased
manner.

“Post Covid Counseling and
Treatment Centers will be set up
at every district hospital andØ
government medical college in
urban areas,” the deputy chief
minister said.  

Dwelling upon the conces-
sion in the pending electricity
bills, the Finance Minister said:
“33 percent concession has been
given to farmers of pending elec-
tricity bills and if the farmers pay
50 per cent of the remaining
arrears by March 2022, addi-
tional 50 per cent of the remain-
ing amount will be waived off.
In all, Rs 30,411 crore will be
waived off by MVA government
which amounts to 66 per cent of
the original pending bills of
44.37 lakh farmers”.
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with foreign breeds, mainly
Jersey and Holstein, that it’s
hard to tell what is indigenous
anymore. Many farmers fear
that the story of the Indian
bull will be their story, too, if
the three farm laws and a neo-
company raj enter India. Only
with minimal farmers and
maximum fossil fuel-based
machines will the fields 
be cultivated.

The more immediate
challenge to the revolution is,
of course, the increasing heat
— political and physical.
Temperature variations have
already started affecting peo-
ple’s health. With hotter days
ahead, the entire encamp-
ments are modifying their
tents. Many farmers are now
constructing high bamboo-
and-canvas tents for better air
circulation. The supply of
drinking water and perish-
able items like milk is becom-
ing slightly problematic.
Food wastage may also
increase due to insufficient
refrigeration facility. Farmers
have mobilised another
round of fundraising for
installing reverse osmosis
(RO) plants within the
encampments at Tikri border
because the groundwater is
highly contaminated with
industrial effluents.

The Ghazipur border is
also going for a summer
makeover. Much of the
encampment at this border is
on the Asian Highway2
(AH2). Surrounding it are
Ghazipur’s garbage moun-
tain, posh apartments and an
open sewage canal that flows
underneath it. The summer
will bring mosquitoes and
diseases. Both the sites will
have to be prepared to com-
bat vector and water-borne
diseases. As these fears grow,
a farmer from Jind died by
suicide at the Tikri border. An
avoidable death!

The farmers’ revolution
has transformed from an
agrarian movement into a
united opposition to the total-
itarian Government. The BJP
has suffered electorally in
Punjab and Haryana and a
strict boycott of the BJP and its
leaders is in place in these
States. While all eyes are on
Bengal, the farmer leaders are
expanding their base to the
States of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.
The morale on the ground at
the revolution sites has never
been higher. Because the
encampments have become a
breeding ground for hope,
camaraderie is the only cure
for hate. Many of these farm-

ers have stepped out of their
region for the first time, yet
they quickly learnt to work and
endure suffering together. The
movement is more disciplined
than earlier and the farmers are
ready to continue resisting.

Penance has been the
path to spiritual awakening
— Jesus on the cross or
Buddha starving under the
Bodhi tree — and the farm-
ers are also suffering for the
sins of our world. A bullet
may bring them death as a
slaughter may begin any day
but they hope their deaths
will not be in vain and shall
wake up a sleeping world. It
will bring together farmers
and citizens all over the world
to rise against this evil.
Despite the odds, the farm-
ers are hopeful.

Our world and democra-
cy is at a dangerous cross-
roads — Earth and millions
of farmers on one side and
Big Ag and corporate tyran-
ny on the other. If Indian
farmers win, democracy of
the world lives; otherwise,
Aldous Huxley’s ‘Brave New
World’ awaits us all.

(The author writes on
agriculture and environment,
and is the Director — Green
India. The views expressed are
personal.)
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As an orange sun hung
over the Tikri border;
Rakesh Tikait along
with other leaders was

addressing the gathering of
farmers on the 99th evening of
the farmers’ revolution. To mark
the 100th day, plans were to be
made. Farmers were preparing
to block the National Highway
into Delhi for five hours; a task
they did well and peacefully.
Tikait gave a call again to farm-
ers around the nation “to be pre-
pared for the harvest” and to
bolster the revolution simulta-
neously. Speeches ended and a
selfie frenzy began. The young,
the old, the media and the
police, all wanted to be in this
moment as it was special in the
history of the world. Winter,
spring and now summer, yet the
farmers’ revolution lives on.

But far from the maddening
crowds, the revolution had got
a new friend. Against public
advice, he kept ramming into
the yellow police barricades, try-
ing to enter Delhi. I caught him
red-handed. Shyly, he ducked
and began to look at the carrot
shavings. His mind was yet to
understand why humans used
barricades. The suspect was
big, blackish and middle aged.
His curved big black horns
made him stand out; he was an
Indian humped bull.

The advances in farm
machinery and artificial insem-
ination have made the indige-
nous bull redundant. Most farm-
ers sell off the male calves at birth
and the remaining ones roam the
streets of cities and townships
scavenging on garbage. The
more lucky ones are sold to
slaughterhouses to meet death
quickly. There is also a special
class of bulls that is part of the
artificial insemination industry;
they are bred and dishonoured
by sophisticated instruments,
robbing them of their spermato-
zoa. Today the Indian bull, far
from being Shiv’s ‘Nandi’, is a
pariah and first victim of indus-
trial agriculture. With less than
one per cent bulls working the
farms, India flaunts a large dairy
and cattle-rearing sector. The
Indian species are so intermixed

SOUNDBITE
�������	�
�����������������������
Sir — Each year, March 8 is celebrated as
International Women’s Day. It goes without
saying that women have proved their worth
in all spheres and their progress is beyond
any doubt. Indian women, too, have shown
men that they are second to none. But we
need to introspect that why we still have to
talk about women empowerment and gen-
der equality. 

We have not achieved these things and
the reality is very disappointing. Daughters
are committing suicide daily in our coun-
try as they are forced by their husbands and
in-laws to meet their demand for dowry.
Many people in villages still hesitate to send
their daughters to schools and marry them
off at an early age. Even in big metros,
women are faced with discrimination of var-
ious types at the workplaces and at their
homes. They are sexually abused and
harassed at the hands of their male col-
leagues, while at home they are subjected
to domestic violence. The situation of
women in politics is also not much better.
There are very few women in politics as
compared to men and they are not enough
to pressure the Government to make laws
more favourable for the women. 

The fair sex is rather treated unfairly in
our country and working women in tradi-
tional domains of men are looked down
upon by their peers. When will this situa-
tion change? What are the responsibilities
of NGOs, States, the Centre  and civil soci-
ety with respect to improving the condition
of women? When will women rise against
their tormentors? 

Bal Govind | Noida

����������	�������	�������
�����������
Sir —As COVID-19 cases are again on the
rise in India, it is time to accelerate our vac-
cination drive. The Government must
involve more private hospitals and set up
mobile clinics for vaccination. The States and
Centre must deploy their ambulance ser-
vices for getting people inoculated. The
elderly should have the facility of calling
ambulance home for taking them to the
nearest centre for getting the jab. Further,

a door-to-door vaccination drive should be
conducted not only in big cities but also in
towns and villages. 

Vaccination is a safe and effective way
to prevent disease and save lives — now
more than ever. Today there are vaccines
available to protect against at least 20 dis-
eases. Further, there should be no crowd-
ing at the vaccination centres and arrange-
ments for potable water and toilet facilities
should be made available to all, especially
the elders. 

We must also not forget that safety pre-
cautions are the key to keep Coronavirus at
bay and wearing of masks and sanitising
hands is essential. 

Those who have taken the shot must
take the subsequent doses within the stip-
ulated time, else it might prove futile and
defeat the very purpose. 

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai

������������������������������������
Sir — If the massive crowd at the Prime

Minister’s rally at the Brigade Parade
Ground in Kolkata is anything to go by, the
indication is clear that the TMC is going and
BJP is coming to power in West Bengal.
Further, the schemes of the Centre will give
BJP an edge; however, the recent rise in the
prices of fuel and LPG cylinder will have a
bearing on the BJP’s vote bank. 

The Centre should not have allowed the
prices of petrol, diesel and LPG to touch the
sky. The rise in LPG prices especially wor-
ries women a lot and, despite the Centre’s
Ujjwala Yojana, might affect the BJP’s vote
bank. 

What will happen cannot be exactly pre-
dicted but it seems that the people of West
Bengal are fed up with the rule of Mamata
Banerjee and will most likely vote her out
of power.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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Every year on International Women’s Day the
world celebrates the achievements of women
in  social, economic, cultural and political

spheres. Not many are aware that this special day
for women began as a labour movement in 1908,
when 15,000 women marched through New York
City demanding shorter working hours, better pay
and the right to vote. March 8 was taken up as the
official International Women’s Day in 1975 by the
United Nations. This year’s theme was centred
around celebrating the tremendous efforts of
women/girls in shaping a more equal future and also
in aiding recovery from the pandemic. However, it
is imperative to highlight the gaps that remain and
the way forward to address them successfully. 

Gender inequality in the labour market, partic-
ularly in the context of developing nations, is one
area of concern that still poses a great challenge, par-
ticularly in a country like India. Historically,
women have been denied many opportunities due
to deep-rooted biases in the social system. These
eventually lead to labour market inequality as such
discrimination is not limited to the domestic arena
only but extends beyond the household. The
underlying factors that cause such discrimination
in India are the sex ratio at birth, life expectancy at
birth, the infant mortality rate, the under-five mor-
tality rate, the maternal mortality rate, nutritional
deprivation, inequality in literacy rates and the gen-
der gap at the highest level of political decision-mak-
ing. These inequalities have direct implications for
labour market outcomes in terms of women’s par-
ticipation in economic activities. Even with similar
educational attainments and skill sets as men, women
are denied opportunities, which leads to significant
differences in status of work, income and occupa-
tions. Despite the introduction of many affirmative
policy actions, such exclusionary approaches remain.

Inequality in the labour market: While some
studies have noted an improvement in employment
conditions for women, with rising salaries and more
participation in quality or decent jobs, other stud-
ies have highlighted jobless growth and declining
participation in the labour market in the past
decades. The pandemic severely hit economic
activities of those who were at the lower rung of the
occupation hierarchy, particularly women working
in the informal economy. They were out of jobs for
a significant period of the outbreak and those who
managed to hold on to one had to face wage cuts.
This has further precipitated the vulnerability of
women. 

Employment and education/skill level:
Globalisation has led to an increase in women’s par-
ticipation in the labour market in India. But there
is still a huge gender gap, with only 18 per cent of
women employed as compared to 47 per cent men.
It is often argued that women are engaged in most-
ly low-skilled, low-paid work under precarious work
conditions. Education and skill level play a key role
in access to the labour market and in the quality of
work one gets. 

Almost half of the working women (42 per cent)
are illiterate compared to 19 per cent men, and
around 77 per cent are educated up to the upper pri-
mary level as compared to 62 per cent men. There
is a significant difference between the higher edu-
cation level of working women and men, i.e. 23 per
cent of women as compared to 38 per cent of men
are educated above the secondary level.

Job quality and occupations:
More than half of working women
(53 per cent) are engaged in self-
employment, whereas one-fourth
take up some form of casual work (25
per cent) and only 22 per cent are in
regular salaried jobs. The share of
men engaged in regular work (24 per
cent) is relatively higher, while their
share in casual employment (24 per
cent) is slightly lower. Further, differ-
ences are also observed in terms of
occupational segregation in the
labour market i.e. the difference in the
share of men versus women within
an occupation. Such segmentation is
widespread within occupational
groups. 

The occupational distribution
by gender shows that women (28 per
cent) are relatively more involved than
men (22 per cent) in low-paid and
unskilled jobs, such as elementary
occupations (domestic helpers, clean-
ers, street vendors and garbage col-
lectors), services (personal care,
housekeeping and salespersons) and
as office and customer service clerks.
Women (10 per cent) are also under-
represented in high-skill and well paid
jobs, such as those of professionals,
technicians and associate profes-
sionals, as compared to men (13 per
cent). Additionally, the  percentage of
women (92 per cent) engaged in
informal employment in the country
is higher than men (88 per cent). 

Unemployment, NEET and
inactive people: The overall employ-
ment level among women (five per
cent) is less than their male (six per
cent) counterparts. The unemploy-

ment rate among young (15-29 years)
women is not only significantly high
(18 per cent) but also greater than
men (17 per cent). The trend also
shows a sizable increase in youth who
are not in employment, education and
training (NEET), among whom a
large proportion is that of women.
More than half of young women (55
per cent) are in the NEET category
with only 13 per cent of young men
featuring in it. Additionally, 84 per
cent of young women are inactive as
compared to 41 per cent of men. The
inactive youth include those who face
employment difficulties and may
drop out of the labour force when
jobs are hard to find, whether for
study, leisure, illicit activities or due
to inertia. Women face many social
and economic hurdles which limit
their participation in the labour
market and this may lead to labour
market inactivity.

Factors aiding inequality: There
are many factors that contribute to
labour market inequality. Mehta and
Awasthi (2019) analysed various fac-
tors through an econometric decom-
position exercise. Their study revealed
four important factors:  Educational
qualification or skill level is one of the
most important factors contributing
to inequality, as individuals with
high education or skill level can access
better jobs or have higher chances of
getting a decent job;  access to a
decent quality job or a regular formal
salaried job, which provides better
and secure income, while casual
work is irregular and low paid; gen-
der, as various socio-economic con-

ditions and other restrictions cause
women to have a lower labour force
participation rate and lastly work
experience, as people with experience
are more likely to get better access to
the labour market.There are other fac-
tors such as social groups, income
level or poverty and rural and urban
location which play a key role in gen-
der inequality in the labour market. 

The way forward: Rising
inequality in the labour market is a
reality, with the differences between
the male and female population
growing wider. Though, over the
years, female presence in regular or
high-skilled and better-paid jobs has
improved but still a large number of
them are engaged in low-paid and
unskilled jobs. In recent years, the
growing enrollment of young women
in secondary and tertiary-level edu-
cation has resulted in them being bet-
ter-skilled employees and their pro-
liferation in decent employment.
This trend is seen particularly in the
services sector, especially in financial
services and information technology.
Hence, apart from a gender-friend-
ly environment, it is necessary to
make education up to the secondary
level universal and free. 

However, the growing number of
women in the NEET category and the
higher unemployment level among
educated or skilled women is negat-
ing the advances made through such
measures. Therefore, it is not only
participation in higher education
that will provide a comprehensive
solution but skills training relevant to
the market demand is also necessary. 
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Urban development in
India is largely obstruct-
ed by the lack of avail-

ability of land at affordable
prices, a key prerequisite for
infrastructure development and
housing. According to the
Numbeo database for 2021,
Mumbai is among the top 10
cities with the highest price-to-
income ratios. The reason for
the high price of land available
for infrastructure development
or residential stock in India is
directly linked to the complex-
ities of the land acquisition
process. 

With a number of loop-
holes in its current design, it has
been largely debated by various
researchers and policymakers.
Making matters worse, the lack
of clear land titles and the need
for obtaining approvals and
clearances from civic authori-
ties impedes the progress of a
project.

As it has been a long-

standing problem, it is imper-
ative to seek solutions and
adopt appropriate policy mod-
els to address it. Taking cue
from China’s journey can prove
helpful. The improved infra-
structure quality has been a fun-
damental source of China’s
economic growth, which cur-
rently stands on a par with the
advanced economies. 

As per the World Bank’s
Infrastructure Index for 2018,
Beijing appeared in the top 20
ranks alongside other advanced
economies with a score of 3.75.
India, in contrast, was one of the
low-scoring countries on the
index at 2.91. This fast-paced
development of the Chinese
economy forces one to think
about its model of infrastruc-
ture development.

Of the many steps taken by
the Chinese Government, a
significant effort relates to mon-
etisation of public land to devel-
op infrastructure. According to

an estimate by Chinese
researchers, the Government
allocated 1,38,267 hectare of
land in 2010 for infrastruc-
ture, which was around 20 per
cent of the total State-owned
land.

Financial support in the
form of this land allocation
can be gauged by the fact that
had State Governments pur-
chased the same at market
rates, they would have ended
up paying 1,292.8 billion
yuan, amounting to 31.8 per
cent of their total revenue in
2010. This model can be
replicated and adopted by India
by making unutilised land with
Government departments and
Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) available to private play-
ers for infrastructure develop-
ment or housing construction,
thereby filling the existing gap. 

The Union Budget 2021-22
has proposed monetisation of
land belonging to the

Government-owned compa-
nies and PSUs by way of direct
sale, concessions or other suit-
able means.  The plan is to
launch a Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV) in this pursuit.
The decision is likely to free up
a large extent of land for build-
ing infrastructure and afford-
able housing projects.
According to various estimates
available in public domain, the

land held by various
Government agencies is over
5,00,000 HA, of which, over
1,60,000 HA is held across
various airports, seaports and
by the railways.
Approximately 11.8 lakh acres
is owned by the Railway
Ministry, out of which about
1.26 lakh acres is not in any
kind of use. For the pro-
posed land monetisation, it is
pertinent to ensure prepara-
tion on various fronts. First,
record of lands with plot
ownership and boundaries
should be available in an

updated form, without any dis-
putes or any other encum-
brances like lease terms of the
PSUs. Though States are mak-
ing substantial progress in digi-
tising land records, there is still
a long road ahead for improv-
ing its quality, as has been
exhibited by National Council
of Applied Economic Research
(NCAER) Land Records and

Services Index (N-LRSI) in its
2020 and 2021 editions. The
proposed SPV meant to carry
out the monetisation process
should take the essential steps
for making land assets of PSUs
free of any hindrances.  

Canada’s experience can
offer some useful lessons in
designing an SPV — Canada
Lands Company — identifies
and purchases surplus proper-
ties (including Government-
owned land) at market prices.
It further manages the pur-
chased properties and finally
sells it to private entities. 

Since 1995, it has developed
2,000 affordable housing pro-
jects. Second, land prices valu-
ation, which has proved to be
a major roadblock for loan
acquisition procedures, should
be determined through a
detailed analysis of market rates
and potential gains from the
proposed project. 

Lastly, Central and State

Governments should take the
necessary steps to limit the
requirement of multiple
approvals required to kick off an
infrastructure or real estate
project. This comes across as
the biggest bottleneck as
observed from heaps of land
parcels lying unutilised in the
States’ land banks as private
companies avoid the tedious
approval and clearance process-
es that are necessary to secure
access.

With increasing require-
ments of infrastructure
resources and housing stock in
Indian cities, there is an urgent
need to optimise land resources.
If adopted with adequate mea-
sures, Government land mon-
etisation can be an efficient pol-
icy step that captures real estate
value of unutilised public land,
augments revenues of local,
Central and State Governments
and also mitigates problems
posed by escalating land prices.
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Security forces shot dead two
people in northern

Myanmar on Monday, local
media reported, as the military
Government continued its
attempt to stamp out opposi-
tion to its February 1 coup.

The Irrawaddy newspaper
said the victims were shot in
the head during anti-coup
protests in Myitkyina in Kachin
State. Graphic video on social
media showed protesters in
the street backing away from
tear gas, responding with rocks,
then fleeing after a fusillade of
what seemed to be automatic
gunfire.

Demonstrators hurriedly
carried away a number of casu-
alties, including one apparent
fatality, a person who had
clearly sustained a severe head
wound. 

A second body was seen a
little later, on a stretcher, his
head covered with a cloth.

Security forces also
clamped down on anti-coup
protesters elsewhere Monday,
firing tear gas to break up a

crowd of around 1,000 people
who were demonstrating in the
capital, Naypyitaw. 

The protesters deployed
fire extinguishers to create a
smoke screen as they fled from
authorities.

Canberra: Australia has sus-
pended its defence cooperation
with Myanmar and is redirect-
ing humanitarian aid because
of the military takeover of the
government and ongoing
detention of an Australian 
citizen.

Foreign Minister Marise
Payne said on Monday that
Australian diplomats only had
access to economic policy
adviser Sean Turnell twice
since he was detained in early
February. AP

Bangkok: The escalation of
violence in Myanmar as author-
ities crack down on protests
against the February 1 coup is
raising pressure for more sanc-
tions against the junta, even as
countries struggle over how to
best sway military leaders
inured to global condemnation.

The challenge is made dou-
bly difficult by fears of harm-
ing ordinary citizens who were
already suffering from an eco-
nomic slump worsened by the
pandemic but are braving risks
of arrest and injury to voice

outrage over the military
takeover. Still, activists and
experts say there are ways to
ramp up pressure on the
regime, especially by cutting off
sources of funding and access
to the tools of repression. 

The UN special envoy on
Friday urged the Security
Council to act to quell junta vio-
lence that this week killed about
50 demonstrators and injured
scores more. More shootings
were reported over the weekend,
and a coalition of labor unions
called a strike for Monday. AP
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Meghan Markle struggled
as a new member of

Britain’s royal family after her
marriage to Prince Harry to
such a degree that she even
contemplated suicide, the
Duchess of Sussex revealed in
an explosive tell-all interview
with American chat show host
Oprah Winfry.

The two-hour special, aired
on the CBS network in the US
on Sunday and set to be aired
on ITV in the UK on Monday
night, saw Prince Harry join-
ing his wife half-way through
as the couple also spoke about
concerns of racism within the
royal ranks after being asked

about their son Archie’s expect-
ed skin colour when mixed-
race Meghan was pregnant
with their first child.

“I just didn’t want to be
alive anymore,” Meghan said,
adding that when she “went to
the institution for help” she was
told it would not be forthcom-
ing as it “wouldn’t be good for
the institution”.

The 39-year-old former
American actress, who is preg-
nant with her second child,
revealed that the couple are
expecting a baby girl and
shared how the palace decided
that their first-born, Archie,
could not be a prince and
would therefore have no 
security.
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President Joe Biden is set to
sign an executive order on

Monday directing the
Department of Education to
review policies implemented by
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion, including changes to Title
IX regulations that prohibit
sex discrimination in federal-
ly funded institutions, accord-
ing to administration officials.

Biden focused on gender
equity during his campaign and
promised to strengthen Title IX
if he won the White House. He
also will sign a second executive
order formally establishing the
White House Gender Policy
Council, according to two
administration officials who
briefed reporters on the plan.
Biden’s transition team
announced his plans to create
the council before he took office.

The order directing the

review of Title IX could pave the
way to a major shift in how col-
leges handle allegations of sexu-
al misconduct moving forward.

Trump’s education secre-
tary, Betsy DeVos, in 2018
rescinded an Obama-era admin-
istration standard in cases of
reported sexual assault from
requiring a “preponderance of
evidence” — meaning it is more
likely than not that sexual harass-
ment or violence occurred — to
“clear and convincing evidence.”

The DeVos changes

reduced the liability of colleges
and universities for investigat-
ing sexual misconduct claims
and bolstered the due process
rights of the accused, including
the right to cross-examine their
accusers through a third-party
advocate at campus hearings.

Biden, as Vice-President,
along with then-Education
Secretary Arne Duncan in 2011
laid out the legal guidance of
what was expected of college
campuses in response to alle-
gations of sexual violence on
behalf of President Barack
Obama’s administration.

With the Education
Department review, Biden’s intent
is to set policies that help ensure
students have an environment
that’s free from sexual harassment
and without discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation or
gender identity, according to
one White House official who
briefed reporters on the orders.
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Jill Biden sees a teachable
moment in the depths of the

coronavirus pandemic. The first
lady sat in a socially distanced cir-
cle in the library at Fort LeBoeuf
Middle School in Pennsylvania,
listening and taking notes as par-
ents expressed relief that the
school had reopened and their

kids were back in the classroom.
One mother talked about

the “bumpy patches” of online
learning and said reopening
“has been so to the T” that she
doesn’t worry about her son
and daughter. Another mom
said the district included par-
ent input and she was com-
fortable her children were in a
“safe environment.”
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First lady Jill Biden says near-
ly two dozen women the

State Department is honoring
for their courage made an
“intentional decision” to persist
and demand justice despite
their fear.

The 21 women being rec-
ognized Monday with the
department’s International
Women of Courage Award
include seven from
Afghanistan who are receiving
posthumous honors. 

Hong Kong: Hong Kong leader
Carrie Lam said on Monday
the city’s government “fully
welcomes” changes to the city’s
electoral system that will sub-
stantially increase central gov-
ernment control over Hong
Kong politics and exclude
Beijing’s critics.

Chinese authorities have
said the draft decision before
China’s National People’s
Congress would mean the
largely pro-Beijing committee
that elects Hong Kong’s leader
would also choose a large part
of the legislature. AP
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India’s domestic air traffic fell
37 per cent year-on-year to

78 lakh passengers in February
amid travel curbs and capaci-
ty restrictions due to the pan-
demic, according to Icra.

Even the sequential growth
slowed down for the second
consecutive month in February
with a nearly flat growth over
January 2021, rating firm Icra
said in a release.

Domestic passenger traffic
in January this year was record-
ed at 77.34 lakh, according to
DGCA data.

Similarly, 1.23 crore people
travelled on local routes in
February 2020 as against 78
lakh passenger in February
this year.”The number of flights
departing has also gradually
increased from 416 on day

one (May 25, 2020, when
domestic operations were
resumed) to 2,885 on day 267
(February 14, 2021).

“For February 2021, the
average daily departures were
around 2,296, significantly
lower than the average daily
departures of 3,137 in February
2020, though better than
around 2,190 in January 2021,”
said Kinjal Shah, Vice
President, Icra.

The average number of
passengers per flight during
February 2021 was 121, against
an average of 136 passengers
per flight in February 2020, she
said, therefore, it is expected
that the domestic aviation
industry operated at a passen-
ger load factor (PLF) of around
78 per cent in February 2021,
against 87.7 per cent a year ago,
that too on a low capacity.
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The Government has
realised Rs 53,346 crore

through direct tax dispute res-
olution scheme Vivad Se
Vishwas till February 22,
Parliament was informed on
Monday.

To a query in the Lok
Sabha on whether the govern-
ment has been able to achieve
the objective of settling income
tax cases after launching the
Vivad se Vishwas scheme,
Minister of State for Finance
Anurag Singh Thakur said,
“Yes”.  He said over 1.28 lakh
declarations have been filed
under the scheme involving a
disputed tax of Rs 98,328 crore.
Of this, Rs 53,346 crore has
been received as payments
against disputed tax.

This include Rs 27,720
crore worth payments made by
the central public sector under-
takings (PSUs), Rs 1,023 crore
by state PSUs, and Rs 24,603
crore by others.

The Vivad Se Vishwas
scheme provides for settle-
ment of disputed tax, disputed
interest, disputed penalty or
disputed fees in relation to an
assessment or reassessment
order. The dispute is settled on
payment of 100 per cent of the
disputed tax and 25 per cent of
the disputed penalty or inter-
est or fee.The taxpayer is grant-
ed immunity from levy of
interest, penalty and institution
of any proceeding for prose-
cution for any offence under
the Income Tax Act in respect
of matters covered in the dec-
laration.
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Price of domestic cooking
gas, LPG has doubled to Rs

819 per cylinder in the last
seven years while the increase
in taxes on petrol and diesel has
swelled collections by over 459
per cent, Oil Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said on
Monday.

In written replies to a spate
of questions on rising fuel
prices in the Lok Sabha,
Pradhan said the retail selling
price of domestic gas was Rs
410.5 per 14.2-kg cylinder on
March 1, 2014. This month, the
same cylinder costs Rs 819.

Small price hikes over the
past couple of years have elim-
inated subsidy on cooking gas
as well as PDS kerosene.

Pradhan said the price of
domestic subsidised LPG has
been raised during the last
few months. It cost Rs 594 per

cylinder in December 
2020 and now is priced at

Rs 819. Similarly, kerosene
sold to the poor through the
public distribution system
(PDS) has risen from Rs 14.96
per litre in March 2014 to Rs
35.35 this month, he said.
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India’s benchmark equity
indices ended Monday’s

trade session on a flat-to-pos-
itive note even as high crude oil
prices along with rising bond
yields subdued sentiments.

Accordingly, the two key
indices had a gap-up opening,
subsequently they rose to make
respective intra day highs but
fears of inflationary pressures
due to high oil prices spooked
investors. Globally, Asian
shares broadly reversed course
to trade lower on Monday as
higher crude oil prices raised
inflation worries.

On the other hand,
European stocks rose with
bond yields near one-year
highs as the world’s largest
economy was on the verge of
adding $1.9 trillion in stimulus.

Besides, volumes were
below recent averages sig-
nalling lower institutional par-
ticipation.On Monday, FIIs

pulled out Rs 1,494.49 crore
from the Indian markets.

Among sectors, PSU bank,
media, metals gained the most,
while realty, FMCG, Auto lost

the most. Consequently, the
S&P BSE Sensex rose by just
35.75 points, or 0.07 per cent,
to 50,441.07 points from the
previous close of 50,405.32.
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After witnessing many sur-
prising outcomes from the

all-women shop-floor at its
Dahej plant, Yokohama Off-
Highway Tires has decided to
have 50% staff as women at its
upcoming plant in Vizag. The
world’s leading off-highway
tyremaker began hiring women
for the shop-floor in September
2018, thus becoming the first
tyre company to do so on its
heavy-duty tyre shop-floor at
the Dahej plant, with lots of
apprehensions given the nature
of the work, said Yokohama
India Group Head Nitin
Mantri.  They rolled down the
first tyre in February 2019
after the induction and train-
ing programme and were
inducted into the truck and bus
radial unit first and then
extended to radial OTR (off-
the-road) unit in Feb 2020.
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The Government is likely to
amend the telecom licence

norms this month to incorpo-
rate the guidelines of national
security directive on telecom-
munication sector that will
help in controlling installation
of network equipment from
China and other non-friendly
countries.

Under the provisions of
this directive, the government
will declare a list of trusted
sources and trusted products
for installation in the country’s
telecom network.

“DoT is almost ready to
amend licence conditions to
incorporate guidelines NSD
(national security directive). It
should be done in the coming

week,” an official source said.
Notably, Chinese telecom

gear maker Huawei has had its
run-ins in the past with the
governments of Canada and
the US. The US has alleged that
it did not comply with its
cybersecurity and privacy laws,
leaving the country and the cit-
izens vulnerable to espionage.

The list of the trusted
source and product for instal-
lation in telecom networks will
be decided based on the
approval of a committee head-
ed by the deputy national secu-
rity advisor.

The committee will consist
of members from relevant
departments, ministries and
will also have two members
from the industry and inde-
pendent experts.

����������	
���	�	��
��	
	�
���������
����
�����
����������
�

8����������+@�@3A���
���*�(��	����(����	�
���*���������::

�������	�
�����	���	������
�����	��	��	
	��	����
����������	��	����	���
�

��1�%�����$�.�������,���&H�'�/
������'�������%�'���6�$��&��
C."%&�M@OQB����$���

%>��������������'�&'���������
������?�*���������
�����

����� 8�8��	

Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty eke out gains on

Monday after two sessions of
decline as investors snapped
up energy, IT and pharma
shares. After fighting multi-
ple bouts of volatility during
the session, the BSE gauge
Sensex settled 35.75 points or
0.07 per cent higher at
50,441.07.  Intraday, the index
rose as much as 667 points,
but pared most of its gains
tracking weakness in global
markets.

Mumbai:The rupee on
Monday declined by 23 paise
to close at 73.25 against the
US dollar, extending its loss-
es for the third session in a
row due to rising crude oil
prices and strengthening of
the American currency in
the overseas market.The dol-
lar rose to a three-and-a-half
month high against a basket
of six currencies globally
helped by passage of USD 1.9
trillion. stimulus package by
the US Senate, positive jobs
data and rising bond yields.
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In the last few years, women’s
hygiene has been the talk of

the town, given that there are
so many diseases that stem
because of unhygienic prac-
tices. Despite the awareness
being created, India has still a
long way to go before being
able to talk about it openly.

When one talks about
hygiene, intimate washes is the
first thing that comes to mind.
Loaded with natural ingredi-
ents and Ayurvedic benefits,
rooted in ancient traditions,
these washes are fast catching
attention of  the urban women
looking for alternatives to the
chemical-loaded products.

More so, when
Coronavirus threat is looming
large and health and hygiene
have become a top-most pri-
ority. There are many who
prefer time-tested Ayurveda
based intimate hygiene that
offers a level of security against
infections.

Health experts support
this choice saying that one
should not lower one’s guard

when it comes to personal
hygiene.

They opine that washes
made of natural solutions
retain the good bacteria,
which protects the intimate
area and kills bad bacteria.  

“Those intimate washes
which enhances skin health
and serve as a helpful add-on
therapy for those with infec-
tions should be used,” Dr RP
Prashar from a Delhi-based
Ayurveda Hospital tells you. 

Sanchit Sharma,
Executive Director of AIMIL
Pharma, engaged in manufac-
turing Ayurvedic drugs  points
out that keeping in mind the
hygiene needs of  women, they
have, after intensive research
and development prepared
Ayouthveda Vagitone Intimate
Hygiene Wash that is rich in
green tea, haridra and  amla
among others, replacing
chemicals like silicon and
artificial colours.

Apart from the use of
Ayurvedic medicinal ingredi-
ents in hygiene wash,

researchers have supplement-
ed the Vagitone formulation
with natural fragrances and
employed refining techniques
endorsed by the Fragrance &
Flavour Development Centre,
Kannauj, an institution set up
by the Union Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprise
Ministry.

However, there is a wide-
spread ignorance among
women when it comes to
their intimate hygiene,
laments Prashar revealing that
around 95 per cent of the inti-
mate hygiene products in the
market are full of chemicals,
and, globally, approximately
75 per cent of the women suf-
fer from a vaginal yeast infec-
tion at least once in their life-
time.

According to various sur-
veys, in India at least eight out
of 10 women are vulnerable to
vaginal infection while at least
80 per cent ignore the impor-
tance of the internal hygiene
due to which they face various
infections.

Women leaders representing doctors
and corporates on March 8, 2021

underscored the need to change how
women are perceived by the society and
advocated that women must look after
themselves before noting what others
need. Attending the summit titled
Women’s Health Matters by the
Integrated Health and Wellbeing (IHW)
Council ahead of International Women’s
Day, they hoped that a substantial part
of the allocations for Atmanirbhar
Swasth Bharat Yojana, announced dur-
ing the Union Budget last month, is allo-
cated for women’s health issues.

Noting that gender discrimination
is a critical component that impacts
women’s health Dr Nandita Palshetkar,
Director, Bloom IVF Centres, said:
“COVID has hit the women badly – 60
per cent of them have been pushed to
poverty and unemployment due to the
pandemic and she is 20 per cent more
likely to become unemployed than
men. We launched a campaign to make
women safer from the violence and
abuses, smarter in terms of her repro-
ductive choices and stronger by focus-
ing on wellness and mental wellbeing.
We definitely need more women-cen-
tric policies. We have been focusing a
lot on maternal mortality in the past,
but the government is now looking at
it more holistically, which is a welcome
change, and I hope they will prioritise
women’s health under the allocations
for Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat
Yojana.”

�
��
� �

)�C� Highly
aromatic and flavourful
herbs, fennel seeds are used to
treat some common digestive
ailments including heartburn,
intestinal gas and bloating.

Some people eat fennel
seeds as mouth fresheners.
Chewing fennel seeds can also
help in getting rid of bad
breath as they increase the
production of saliva thereby
washing out the bacte-
ria. They also
help to

relieve morning sickness.
The antioxidants and other

antimicrobial properties in fen-
nel seeds help treat a host of
hair ailments. Some of these
include dandruff, scalp itchi-
ness, hair breakage and hair
fall.

They also contain nitrites,
compounds known to lower
blood pressure levels. The fiber
content in them also help in
lowering the cholestrol levels.

Millions of Indians are
affected by Chronic
Kidney Diseases
(CKD). Various epi-

demiological studies suggest preva-
lence of CKD to be around eight to
10 per cent. Multiply this with our
population and age is no bar!
Though prevalent among the elder-
ly, younger patients are also known
to have progressive loss of kidney
function. CKD is associated with an
increased risk of cardiovascular
disease and end-stage renal disease
(ESRD). 

The various causes of CKD can
range from strong medication,
Diabetes, obesity, agricultural food
chain pollution, water treatment
pollution, to dehydration and kid-
ney impact among others. Diabetes
Mellitusis the leading cause of
CKD. Of every 100 diabetics, near-
ly 40 land up with CKD. Diabesityis
a coinage to emphasise the havoc
created by marriage of diabetes with
obesity. One plus one becomes
eleven here. Of those with high
uncontrolled blood pressure, one in
five will have CKD.
Glomerulonephritis, which is
inflammatory condition of kid-
neys as well as chronic shrinking of
kidneys called chronic interstitial
nephritis are again factors that can
cause CKD. Young people working
in farms have a special proclivity.
Indiscriminate usage of agricultur-
al pesticidesand fertilisers along
with heat dehydration can cause
irreversible CKD, robbing the
nation of its young working force.

Obstruction to urine flow due
to kidney stones, enlarged prostate
and gynaecological problems can
also be major causes. Congenital

causes like polycystic kidneys, reflux
of urine and many other diseases
target children right from the moth-
er's womb or at birth causing young
people to get CKD.

Kidneys filter waste products
from the blood. All the nitrogenous
end products, sulfuric acid, phos-
phaturic acid and innumerable
organic wastes which are inimical
to good health are excreted by our
indefatigable friends. Milieu
Intérieur, the internal environment
of the body, a perquisite to good
health is the prime responsibility of
kidneys as they regulate blood
pressure, enable new blood forma-
tion in bone marrow by producing
the hormone erythropoietin, main-
taining fluid and electrolyte balance
and by forming active vitamin D,
kidneys keep our strong bones in
good humour!

Recognising early kidney dam-
age is imperative and there are
many early symptoms that can be
a giveaway to kidney health.
Paradoxically passing more urine
specially at night is a classic symp-
tom. Frothing in the urine, high BP
especially in young people, unex-
plained anemia, muscle aches and
bone pains, swelling over feet or face
(how so ever slight and transient)
and the inability to have a baby are
all symptoms to watch out for.

Knowing how to prevent or
manage the wellness of our kidneys
is equally important. One should
keep in mind the seven sins of this
disease and keep the following in
check — sugar, salt, stress, smoking,
sedentary lifestyle, spirits i.e., alco-
hol and sleep (the lack of it). CKD
is associated with an increased risk
of cardiovascular diseases like heart

attacks and heart failure. Many a
times the “seed of disease is in kid-
neys and the fruits of illness is borne
by our heart”. Invest a small sum of
money and a little time in your
health to reap bumper dividends of
good health. Regular BP and blood
sugar monitoring at home should be
done religiously.

Periodic health checks detect
asymptomatic early kidney disease
which are amenable to correction.
High risk patients above 50 years of
age, people with Diabetes or high
BP and patients having a family his-
tory of kidney diseases, stones and
cystic diseases should all opt for
periodic health checks. Every per-
son should have a health insurance
from first day of their earnings,
whether personal or employer sup-
ported and people below poverty
line should have coverage by
schemes like Ayushman Bharat,
ESI etc.

Are kidney diseases on the
rise? The answer is an unequivocal
yes. Ironically early CKD (stage 1 to
4) has no symptoms. Typically, it is
not until stages 4-5 where there is
severe reduction in Glomerular
filtration and kidney functions that
water, electrolyte and acids accumu-
late and cause flooding of lungs
leading to cardio respiratory failure.

Dialysis is a process by which
a person is hooked up to a dialysis
machine which filters out all toxins
and acidic wastes from the blood
thus reestablishing milieu interior,
albeit only for a few days. So, a per-
son will need a four-hour session of
dialysis every two to three times a
week. 

If prepared in advance, dialysis
is a seamless and painless procedure

which can lend many years of use-
ful life. Getting a small surgery
called AV fistula done well in time
can enable a safe and a high-qual-
ity dialysis. We have patients living
well for more than 15 years on dial-
ysis. In fact, dialysis is a lifesaving
and life prolonging procedure.
Bluntly put, it boils down to ‘either
dialysis or death’.

Nearly every person has two
healthy kidneys. In the event of
someone landing in End-Stage
Renal Disease (ESRD), changing
one kidney with a healthy kidney
from a relative will enable complete
recuperation of the patient. The
transplanted patient can lead a
normal life with some regular med-
ications and checks. The donor also
leads a full and fulfilling life capped
with the ultimate altruistic deed. 

If suffering from CKD, do ask
your healthcare specialist about
the other relevant advice for ESRD
and how to manage medications
and routine exercises to stay healthy.
A quick visit to the dietician to get
tips on managing good nutrition,
food suited for the body, and to pre-
vent thirst will go a long way in liv-
ing well with kidney diseases. Given
that kidney diseases are an epidem-
ic,it is important to maintain a pos-
itive attitude with self-help and from
the family. The treatment of kidney
disease is not just medical, but it is
about comprehending your life on
a daily basis and understanding the
choices you can make based on
your condition and available ther-
apeutic modalities.
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Most people know that stress can cause various health prob-
lems. We are living in a scenario where every person lives

under stress. Especially the pandemic has taken a toll on every-
one’s health apart from that sedentary lifestyle such as lack of
exercise, smoking, drinking, junk food eating, lack of sleeping
especially where people work in the night shifts, desk jobs, ten-
sion of target completion, the pressure of board meetings, client
pressure, etc. All these factors in totality lead to stress.

Many people don’t know that stress can also cause thyroid.
Hypothyroidism or thyroid refers to any state in which thyroid
hormone production is below normal. The symptoms are usu-
ally milder at the beginning but develop gradually as the con-
dition deteriorates.

The symptoms of hypothyroidism are often subtle but can
include:

�Increased cholesterol lev-
els

�State of depression
�Losing or gaining weight
�Swollen neck
�Mood swings
�Low energy
�Hair loss
�Constipation
�Dry skin
�Brittle nails
�Problem with vision
�Trembling of hands.
In today’s generation thy-

roid is a very common problem
especially post 25 years of age
and women are 4 times more
prone to thyroid disorders than
men. Undiagnosed and
untreated thyroid disease can
be a cause for infertility or fre-
quent miscarriage.

An underactive thyroid
(hypothyroidism) is a condition in which the thyroid gland does-
n’t produce enough of certain important hormones. For women,
there is a link between hypothyroidism and infertility. Low lev-
els of thyroid hormone can interfere with ovulation, which impairs
fertility.

Since standard thyroid blood tests are not sensitive enough
to detect low ovarian tissue levels the majority of the time. Women
must find a knowledgeable physician who understands that stan-
dard tests will often not be useful in detecting low ovarian thy-
roid levels. If you feel the above-mentioned symptoms imme-
diately go for TSH (thyroid-stimulating hormone) test, Chest X-
ray, T4, or thyroxin test.

Treatment: Hyperthyroidism can be treated in many ways.
However, a doctor chooses the line of treatment based on sev-
eral variables like the underlying cause of hyperthyroidism, the
age of the patient, the size of the thyroid gland, and the pres-
ence of coexisting medical illnesses.

If you are found to have hypothyroidism, thyroid hormone
replacement is very effective in restoring fertility. It may take one-
two months to normalise your thyroid hormone levels with med-
ication; and once you start medication, you must check your TSH
levels to confirm they are in the normal range. You will usual-
ly need to continue the medicines for the rest of your life and
recheck your thyroid function every six months or so.
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Taking care of eyes is
important, especially
when work from

home has probably left you
with longer working hours.
This definitely calls
for extra care for
the eyes. Here
are a few tips
that can help.

O n e ,
don’t forget
to take
breaks every
20 minutes.
Stop for a
while, look away
from the screen for
at least five minutes or
close your eyes for two
minutes. 

Two, use cold water to
wash your eyes every time
you take a break. Even in the
morning, just after you get
up splash water on the eyes
for a good two-three min-

utes. 
Three, if your eyes feel

tired or puffy, cut cucumber
slices and put them over the
eyes. Rest for 10 minutes.

One can also use cot-
ton pads soaked in

rose water to
soothe tired
eyes. One can
put the
soaked cot-
ton pads in
the fridge for

half an hour
before using

them.
Four, if you

eyes are itchy or red, use
ice cubes over the eyelids.
However, don’t use them
directly, wrap them in a
towel or a cotton cloth and
then use. Do this for at least
20 minutes. However, if the
itchiness continues do visit
the doctor.

Keeping your eyes healthy
should be your priority,

given that most of us are still
working from home.

ROSHANI DEVI shares easy
home remedies that can help

relieve the discomfort 
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Meditation is a thousand-year-old
practice. The older the practice, the
greater are its effects and benefits.

In this modern time, our life is with stress
and excess consumption of information.
Meditation is a tool to fight these effects of
stressful life and find a peaceful living.

Meditation is to train the mind and
actions, create self-awareness, and achieve
a stable, emotionally calm and mentally
clear state of mind. The good thing about
meditation is that it does not require any
equipment. It is, though, best practised in
a quiet, peaceful surrounding. It is com-
monly a means to find answers to burning
questions of the mind.

Mental health: Most mental health
issues can be resolved, with the help of med-
itation. Researchers have believed that
meditation could be a solution in many
mental health cases to eliminate medication.
In the recent pandemic, mental health issues
became of grave concern in many nations
around the world. Those suffering from
depression and anxiety due to the pandem-
ic are advised to practise meditation to gain
relief. It has become an effective and
important part of daily life.

Take control: It is often when the chaos
of daily life takes control meditation comes
handy. It helps rid away negative thoughts
and allows the brain to find its zen and
focus. It permits zero in on positive think-
ing and finding an equilibrium. It penetrates
serenity into the mind that assists in fulfill-
ing the answers for an individual.
Answering desired questions is best
achieved in a quiet and peaceful environ-
ment or surrounding.

Motivation: Meditation allows humans
to gain power over their mind, body and
desires. The chaotic consistency of daily life
prevents individuals to stay motivated and
confident in their endeavours. Meditation
gives them dominating thinking to stay on
the course of positivity and healing. It gives
them the strength to ignore distractions and
manipulate the mind to do differently.

Stay calm: Meditation is useful for
school students, busy corporate employees,
business people and professionals in differ-
ent fields. It helps gain concentration,
resilience and improves performance.
People who meditate are known to be kind
in their actions and thoughts. They are also
more humble and gentle beings. A study
shows that meditation makes people soft-
er, agile minded and thoughtful as they can
stay calm and consider situations before
impulsively taking action.

Be disciplined: Meditation lets an
individual free from limitations and short-
comings. It leads them to peace and calm-
ness. It helps bring stillness to a racing mind
and controls fast-paced thinking.
Meditation allows individuals to take con-
trol and be disciplined about life and daily
habits.

The benefit of meditation is that it gives
an individual the ability to find peace. It is
a practice chosen by world leaders and high-
ly successful people. Meditation is adopt-
ed as part of the corporate world as well. It
is a significant part of daily life and is
utilised, as a way to live a happy life.
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The theme parks are the hub for
heady adventures, thrilling rides,
and adrenaline rush. However, vis-

iting them was, perhaps, the last thing on
people’s minds when the pandemic struck
us in 2020 as it brought a lot of difficul-
ties across businesses and brought our
lives to a halt. Despite 2021 being the year
of recovery for some, it is still a sluggish
period for the Indian theme park indus-
try. Earlier, it used to be a booming indus-
try with a good employment rate of a
minimum of 80,000 people, but now, the
employees are jobless or bearing salary
cuts.

Dealing with this major hit to the
theme parks, the industry is trying to
focus on the path of recovery. While the
future seems promising, it will require
some time and effort in the right direc-
tion to revive the customer base.
Currently, all they are focussing on is that
their operation adheres to the govern-
ment guidelines.
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Now, with the unlocking, most theme

parks in the country have reopened
after being shut for approximately 10
months as per the guidelines. The parks
are taking every possible safety precau-
tion for their visitors and making sure to
follow all the norms issued by the gov-
ernment. Their utmost priority is ensur-
ing the safety of the people.

They are trying to adapt to the new
normal and grasp the online working
methods. Online pre-booked admis-
sions, markings showing where to stand,
maintaining social distancing, tempera-
ture screening, and sanitising the visitors
and employees at the entry time and other
prominent zones inside the parks are
some of the steps taken to ensure safety.
The park operators are also pushing for
contactless transitions with food orders,
menus on applications, and for buying
things from the stalls and shop inside the
venue.

The parks are being properly steril-
ized — swings, surfaces, seat belts, and
handlebars — before and after every ride.
They have allocated their funds on the
safety of the visitors and are spending
approximately `10,000-15,000 or even
more than this per day.

It has, indeed, been a roller coaster

ride for the industry with theme parks
having to reopen and then shut down
multiple times due to the volatile
COVID-19 situation. In order to have a
blooming future, strengthening their
present situation is essential. The recre-
ational firms have realised this and
hence, are working towards achieving the
same objective.

Increased expenses, the imposition of
safety measures, social distancing, and the
provision of limited tickets are some of
the ways in which they are looking at
reviving their businesses. There are hard-
ly 40 visitors per day and rides are run-
ning at less than half the capacity as com-
pared to the pre-pandemic times.

It is undeniable that theme park
authorities are struggling with financial
issues to protect their employees and
mainly to apply the right strategies to
draw visitors to the theme parks.

Basically, there are two major categories,
one which includes rides with water, and
the other is without water. While the
firms haven’t made the water rides oper-
ational as of now but if they decide to
open them soon, then, it will become
increasingly challenging to curb the
transmission of the virus. However, in
case they re-launch their water rides, then
they will have to adopt specific safety
measures. They will have to use a certain
chemical that can help in eliminating the
virus from the water and is also skin-
friendly.

They can also make sanitising com-
pulsory before stepping into the water.
Changing or purifying the water at reg-
ular intervals after a certain amount of
people have entered is another basic yet
important step that can help in ensuring
the safety of the people while savoring the
water rides. The provision of COVID-19
tests at the entrance of the parks that too
at nominal charges will further aid in
keeping everyone safe and sound.
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One of the common ways in which

theme parks are attracting customers is
running creative advertisements and
campaigns as a part of their marketing
strategy to grab attention. Additionally,
they are offering the ticket at nearly 30
to 40 per cent discount on its full ticket
price. In the present times, the park’s price
point is 10-15 per cent lower than 2019
prices but they are optimistic and hope-
ful that if the demand sustains over the
next couple of months then the theme
parks will function in full swing. They
will be able to roll back to original tick-
et prices.
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The present might seem blurry but

the future of recreational parks is indeed
promising. As to the present risky situ-
ation, all these hygiene solutions need to
be adopted for the next 12 to 18 months
as the virus is here to stay and we need
time to minimise its risk.

Almost every company and business
was affected terribly by the pandemic.
Hence, it will take time to recover and we
need to imbibe relevant strategies to over-
come the losses and get back on our feet.
This is especially so in the case of theme
parks as the challenge for them is huge
and the revival journey is troublesome.
However, it isn’t impossible as everyone
wants cheerful and enthusiastic moments
after the lockdown, and theme parks will
be the perfect resort for the same.
Hopefully, with all the relevant strategies
in place, that day won’t be far when the
theme parks will again be crowded!

(The writer is the founder of Delta105,
Army theme park.)

Yatra Naryasthu is a title that
Adwaita Gadanayak, DG,

NGMA, took from the Sanskrit
shloka: Yatra naryastu pujyante
ramante tatra devata, which
means where women are wor-
shipped, there the gods rejoice. A
historic show gives us a glimpse
into the tapestry of the life of sev-
eral women artists. It straddles
India’s greatest names like Zarina,
Arpita Singh, Arpana Caur, Jayasri
Burman, Anupam Sud, Soghra
Khurasani, Jyotsna Bhatt, Dipali
Daroz, Jayashree Chakravorty
and many more. Created as a
corollary among printmakers,
sculptors, ceramic artists and
painters, the show has something
for everyone. Special is the
requiem for artists who have
passed away. A number of works
have been specially loaned to the
NGMA by eminent collectors
from Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai.

ZARINA’S MY DELHI
Zarina passed away last year

on April 20 in London. Poet,
printmaker and teacher Zarina
was born in Aligarh, India. After
receiving a degree in Mathematics,
she went on to study woodblock
printing in Bangkok and Tokyo,
and intaglio with SW Hayter at
Atelier-17 in Paris.

Her experiences and person-
al life define Zarina’s works. An
early interest in architecture and
Mathematics is reflected in the use
of geometry and her emphasis on
structural purity. While her work
gravitates towards minimalism, its
starkness is tempered by its tex-
ture and materiality. Her art
poignantly chronicles her life and
features recurring themes of
home, displacement, borders,
journey and memory.

Zarina mined her memory
and experience to reflect on the
nature of belonging. Delhi 1, II &

III, are three prints that address
the theme of home within the
context of individual and nation-
al identity, displacement, isolation
and community. Yet when you
look at them together, it’s like a
meditation on belonging.

MANISHA BHATTACHARYYA’S
SONG OF THE SEA

Ceramic artist and mentor
Manisha Bhattacharyya passed
away after a battle with cancer and
her cluster of three raku pots

belong to her series of the sea.
Laden with crackled glaze and the
sandy tone of a murky white, it
shows her prowess and passion for
creating pots that had a minimal
accent and a Zen echo of rare
rhythms.

LEENA BATRA’S PORCELAIN
PLATTERS 

In the history of ceramics in
India, former Garhi artist and co-
founder of Delhi Blue Pottery,
Leena Batra is an important name.

Three porcelain platters are a
treat for tired eyes. She was one of
the first to experiment with porce-
lain and these three platters speak
of precision, perfection and the
finesse needed to create celadon
glazed platters.

MADHURI JALAN’S LINGAM
Madhuri Jalan was a ceram-

ic artist. She used to create sculp-
tural pots and among her exper-
iments was a copper lingam that
was a part of her show at Habitat
Centre in 2010. This copper
lingam with a small trunk of an
elephant is on loan from a collec-
tor. As a work of art, it blends both

mythic and spiritual yearnings in
a deeply materialistic world. The
lingam initiates an exchange of
ideas/emotions around the the-
matics of the creative process,
inviting the viewer to weigh in on
deeper artistic sources and cogni-
tive triggers that stir them to cre-
ate.

PRABHA SHAH
At the Triveni studio creating

canvases for more than two
decades is abstractionist Prabha
Shah, who creates work in silence
because she can neither hear the
world nor speak her heart out in
syllables.

Prabha’s canvas is a testimo-
ny to the process of abstraction
being an experience — not only
is it the crux of creation but it is
also a residue that evolves with
both precision and fervour.
Prabha’s visual language is the key
to her own odyssey. In her canvas,
the addition, the summation and
the erasure all come into play.
These postulations of personal
choice become a paradigm of a
self-referential and self-editing
intention that is in parts voluntary
and involuntary – as an act of cre-
ating in a silent world that has no
sound. 

Ultimately for art lovers Yatra
Naryasthu details the passion and
devotion of a woman’s journey of
creation.

(The show is on till March 29
at NGMA.)

Actor Rani Mukerji says that the
power lies with women to change the

perception about how they are represent-
ed in every aspect of filmmaking. On the
occasion of Women’s Day on Monday,
Rani added that if women celebrated each
others success, they would be heard all the
more.

“In my journey
in the Hindi film
industry, I have
realised that the
power is with
the women to
change the per-
ception about
how women are
represented in
every aspect of
f i lmmaking.
We have to
s u p p o r t
each other,
root for each
other and
empower each
other, so that
the road is
smoother for
others who
want to make a
name for them-
selves in the male-
driven industry. We have
to celebrate each other and
our successes collectively to
ensure that we are all heard all
the more,” Rani said.

She considers
herself fortunate
to have got the
opportunity to bring fantas-

tic characters to life.
“As an artiste, I have been fortunate

enough to play some really fantastic self-
reliant women on screen and live their
inspiring stories closely. Like me, many
actresses over generations have tried to
change the conversation about how
women are portrayed on screen,” she said.

Rani feels blessed that through her
films she was given an opportunity to
change the conversation of female repre-
sentation in India.

Rani’s last two films were
Hichki and Mardaani 2. She says
she wants to continue finding

unconventional scripts as
these while represent-

ing women on screen.
“I have through-

out my career
made conscious
decisions to
portray strong

women charac-
ters on screen

who led by exam-
ple for society. I
have chosen to
play women char-
acters who can
command respect,

because of their unin-
hibited life choices,” she

said.
“I will be inclined to pick projects

that have a powerful story to tell
through the eyes of a bold, upright

woman who doesn’t
fear voicing her
opinions and is

confident about being
herself,” she summed up.

Actor Arjun Kapoor feels it is cru-
cial for women to stand up for

themselves and their dreams, and
shatter stereotypes.

“It is crucial for women to stand
up for themselves and their dreams
and shatter stereotypes. I have always
been a staunch supporter of women’s
causes and have always tried to con-
tribute in my own way as much as
possible,” Arjun said.

On the occasion of International
Women’s Day, Arjun interacted and
celebrated girls who have broken
stereotypes, challenged norms, and
have themselves become a role
model, inspiring a generation to
share their experiences and their
journeys.

Arjun conversed with these girls,
shared anecdotes from his life on how
women can do anything they set their
mind to.

“It was an eye-opener for me to
know the amazing stories of these
girls and their inspiring personal
journeys,” added the actor, who
spearheads a digital IP called Bend
The Gender that is aimed at saluting
girls who have been shattering the
glass ceiling across India.

On the work front, Arjun cur-
rently awaits the digital release of his
forthcoming cross-border love story
featuring Rakul Preet Singh.

He will also be seen in the hor-
ror-comedy Bhoot Police.
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India will play their inaugural World Test
Championship final against New Zealand

at Southampton’s Ageas Bowl Stadium from
June 18-22, BCCI president Sourav Ganguly
confirmed on Monday.

Initially, the final was supposed to be held
at the Lord’s but Southampton, with a five-
star facility inside the stadium, will make it
easier for both the ICC and the England and
Wales Cricket Board to create a bio-bubble
for the two teams.

“Yes, the final will be held at Ageas Bowl,”
Ganguly replied to a query from PTI.

India qualified for the marquee clash after
beating England 3-1 in a just-concluded Test
series.

Southampton, with its slowish track,
puts India on even keel with New Zealand as
spinners will come into the game at the venue.

“I wil l  go for the World Test
Championship and hopefully we can get past
New Zealand in the final. New Zealand will

be there before us and they will play a cou-
ple of Test matches (against England),”
Ganguly told ‘India Today’ channel.

He lavished praise on the team for its stu-
pendous performance in both the away
series against Australia and home games
against England.

Massive achievement?
“Oh yes, specially after what players

have gone through to be in those bubbles and
play cricket day in and day out. It was remark-
able. Right from IPL till now. What they have
achieved is fantastic,” he told the channel.

“I think we must congratulate Ajinkya
Rahane, first in Australia and Virat Kohli in
England, the head coach, support staff,
everybody. (Rahul) Dravid who does a lot of
work behind the scenes with these boys. To
see that day in Brisbane was outstanding,” he
said.

Ganguly believes that Rishabh Pant is a
match winner in the mould of Virender
Sehwag, Yuvraj Singh and Mahendra Singh
Dhoni. “I have seen him for past two years
and I have belief in match-winners. A play-
er, who on his day will win you games. Pant
is one such guy. “Sydney Test, if he had been
there for six more overs, he would have won
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Former captain Michael
Vaughan has argued

that England Test skipper
Joe Root should also get to
pick his best players irre-
spective of ECB’s rotation
policy, just like limited
overs leader Eoin Morgan
“gets what he wants”.

In a column for
Telegraph, Vaughan wrote
England fielded a weak-
ened team in the four Tests
against India with the likes
of Jos Buttler and Moeen
Ali returning home in the
middle of the series only to
be back for the limited
overs leg of the tour.

“It is very clear where
the leadership power lies in
English cricket - it is with
Eoin Morgan and not Joe
Root.

“I am pretty sure that
Morgan went to the selec-
tors and Ashley Giles and
said he wanted his best
team at all times this year
in Twenty20, so he could

build for the World Cup in
India in October. He has
his wish,” the Ashes win-
ning skipper wrote.

“I understand rotation.
Nobody argues against the
fact players need breaks
from Covid bubbles but the
frustration for me as a

lover of the game’s longest
format is why has our Test
team been weakened this
winter, yet the Twenty20
side is at full strength?
“When you win a World
Cup as captain you are
bombproof. I experienced
it when I won the Ashes.

Do you think Ed Smith is
going to say ‘no’ to
Morgan? No chance,”
Vaughan said referring to
England’s World Cup tri-
umph in 2019 under
Morgan’s leadership.

Vaughan fears that
Morgan being too power-
ful could end up harming
English cricket.

“But it is dangerous for
so much power to be
invested in one person
because it is rare they see
the bigger picture. As much
as he is a brilliant captain,
it is wrong for Morgan to
always get what he wants
because understandably he
will prioritise what is good
for his team, and inevitably
that will be at the expense
of something else.

“But at some point the
management around him -
Giles and Tom Harrison -
have to take into account
what is right for all England
sides, not just one format,
and level up the balance of
power.
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Arusty Indian women’s
cricket team will be seek-

ing some rhythm in the second
ODI against South Africa here
on Tuesday after being out-
played by the visitors in the
series-opener.

Though captain Mithali
Raj and her deputy
Harmanpreet Kaur had insist-
ed that rustiness won’t be an
issue in their first series in 12
months, India clearly looked a
side which had not played for
a long time in the opener of the
five-match series on Sunday.

A better prepared South
Africa, on the other hand,
were clinical and will be hard
to beat in the coming games.

After the game, Kaur
realised the players needed
some time to gel as a unit.
Barring Kaur, Raj and Deepti
Sharma to a certain extent,
none of the batters could apply
themselves on a decent batting
surface.

A lot of them were
guilty of poor shot
selection as pointed out
by Kaur after the game.

The spinners, who
are traditionally con-
sidered India's
strength, hardly
troubled the
South African
duo of Lizelle
Lee and 21-
y e a r - o l d
L a u r a
Wolvaardt,
who put up
the highest
ever open-
ing wicket
s t a n d
against India
to run away with
the contest.

There were

some positives, however, such
as Raj scoring a gritty half-cen-
tury and pacer Jhulan Goswami
showing she is still among the
best in the business. Both the
veterans were playing their first
game since November 2019.

Kaur too looked good in
her 100th ODI but would have
liked to convert the start into a
big score.

Opener Smriti Mandhana
struck three delightful fours
before falling to a loose shot and
would be backing herself to bat
long on Tuesday.

"Few of them got starts but
couldn't convert. The bowlers
need to be more consistent
with lines and lengths, maybe
they weren't consistent because
they're coming back after a long
break," Raj acknowledged after
the match in which India could
post only 177 that South Africa
chase down in just 40.1 overs.

Pacer Monica Patel was
handed her debut on Sunday
and more caps can be handed
out in the second game with the

management keeping one eye
on preparations for the World
Cup next year.

Pulling off one back
against South Africa seems

like a daunting task con-
sidering the way they

played in the open-
er. They looked a
team high on
confidence hav-
ing blanked
Pakistan at home
recently.

Their pace
attack led by
S h a b n i m
Ismail was
impress ive
and Indians
will have to
find a way
to negate
that threat.
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The Indian team management
faces a problem of plenty going
into the five T20 Internationals

against England, an assignment which
marks the beginning of the side’s
build-up to this year’s T20 World Cup
at home.

There are 19 players available for
selection and with two in contention
for each slot, the XI for the five games,
starting here on Friday, will be an indi-
cation to how head coach Ravi Shastri,
captain Virat Kohli and bowling
coach Bharat Arun are looking at the
next six to seven months for the short-
est format.

Will they look for a settled com-
bination to first clinch the series and
then experiment or will they field
absolute rookies in the squad looking
at the bigger picture?

For a team that’s so closely fol-
lowed, the result does matter and that’s
why one can expect a settled first
eleven for the first three games since
all matches are at the same venue on
similar kind of tracks.

The roaring comeback of Rishabh
Pant will lead to a lot of interesting
developments at the top of the order.

Pant’s inclusion means that KL
Rahul, who till a few months back was
the first choice keeper-opener, is
unlikely to don the big gloves.

Shikhar Dhawan and Rohit
Sharma were a settled white ball
opening pair till recently but Rahul’s
emergence as a potent white ball spe-
cialist has spiced up the competition.

Dhawan recently had a score of
150 odd in the Vijay Hazare Trophy
for Delhi and when it comes to Rohit,
there's nothing to be discussed.

So where does the team manage-
ment fit in Rahul, who has been a suc-
cessful IPL opener? Will he be slotted
in the middle-order as Dhawan’s
game is not suited to batting lower
down?

These are two pertinent questions
and in the answer, will be a follow-up
question.

With skipper Kohli himself com-
ing in at No 3 and two game-chang-
ers like Pant and all-rounder Hardik
Pandya expected to play the big shots
at Nos 5 and 6, where does it ideally
leave Rahul?

The only place he can be slotted
is No 4 but Shreyas Iyer and
Suryakumar Yadav are also jostling for
a place.

If one closely follows the pattern
of picking the playing XI, Surya, a sen-
timental favourite, will have to wait for
his turn as Shreyas has done nothing
wrong.

But when it comes to a three-way
battle between Rahul, Shreyas and
Surya, the Karnataka man beats the two
Mumbai boys hollow with his reper-
toire of strokes and ability to shift gears.

Similarly, in the pace depart-
ment, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, once
upon a time India's best white ball
exponent, is coming back after a long
lay-off and will be engaged in a two-
way fight with Deepak Chahar and
Shardul Thakur.

For Bhuvneshwar, his experience
and being a better bowler at the death
compared to Chahar holds him in
good stead but he hasn’t played a lot
of cricket save a few Mushtaq Ali
games.

Ditto for Chahar, a potent
outswing bowler but more of a one-
trick pony with lack of variations dur-
ing the back-10.

Shardul is a crafty bowler who can
swing it at brisk pace and among the
three can use the long handle to the
best effect.

Yuzvendra Chahal, Washington
Sundar and Axar Patel are the three

spinners expected to feature in the
playing XI on the sluggish Motera
tracks.

In another three-way fight,
Thangarasu Natarajan, with his vari-
ation of yorkers, stands a better
chance to start off compared to
Navdeep Saini.

Two players, who will only get a
look-in if someone is injured or
forcefully rested are Ishan Kishan and
Rahul Tewatia as the two simply
can't be fitted anywhere.

In all, there are too many good
players and very little space to fit all
of them with three sure-shot picks —
Mohammed Shami, Ravindra Jadeja
and Jasprit Bumrah already resting or
recuperating from injury.

Once they comeback, it will be a
bigger selection headache for the
management but one that they won't
mind. 
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Dhawan, Rahul battle to partner Rohit
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BCCI secretary Jay Shah on
Monday announced that the

Indian women’s team will be pitted
against England in a one-off Test
match, which will be held later this
year.

The last Test match that Mithali
Raj and her team played was against
South Africa women at Mysuru in
December, 2014 and it will be anoth-
er traditional format game after six
long years.

Currently, the ‘Women in Blue’
are playing the five-match ODI series
against South Africa in Lucknow
after almost 12 months of COVID-19
enforced break. This series will be fol-

lowed by a T20 series.
Shah took to Twitter to make the

announcement on the International
Women’s Day.

“On the occasion of International
Womens Day, I'm pleased to
announce that TeamIndia,
@BCCIWomen will play a one-off
Test match against @ECB_cricket
later this year. The “women in blue”
will be donning the whites again,”
tweeted Shah.

However, Shah did not announce
the venue of the Test on the occasion
but it is expected to happen during the
women’s team tour of UK and tenta-
tively some time in June or July.

The women’s team is coached by
former India all-rounder WV Raman.
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us that game too. He is like
Dhoni, Sehwag and Yuvraj,
who can win matches alone,”
said the former India captain.

He was mighty impressed
with Pant’s game sense during
his under pressure hundred at
Motera. “...And look at how he
played in Ahmedabad. His

game sense while facing the
second new ball against James
Anderson, who has bowled
well in the series. He counter-
attacked and changed it.” He
also lauded NCA head
Dravid, whose behind the
scenes work has helped in cre-
ating a solid bench strength.


