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The Centre’s guidelines on
regulating OTT and social

media do not have any “teeth”
for taking appropriate action
against digital platforms show-
ing inappropriate content, the
Supreme Court said on Friday
while granting  protection from
arrest to Amazon Prime Video’s
India head Aparna Purohit in
FIRs lodged over web series
Tandav.

The apex court also direct-
ed Purohit to make the Centre
a party to her plea. Tandav is a
nine-episode political thriller
starring Bollywood A-listers
Saif Ali Khan, Dimple Kapadia
and Mohd Zeeshan Ayyub.

The web series has been
accused of inappropriate depic-
tion of Uttar Pradesh Police
personnel, Hindu deities and
the adverse portrayal of a char-
acter playing the Prime
Minister in the web series.

A Bench comprising jus-
tices Ashok Bhushan and RS
Reddy also issued notice to the
Uttar Pradesh Government on
Purohit’s plea for an anticipatory
bail in FIRs on Tandav series.

Observing that the Centre’s
regulations on social media are
mere guidelines and do not
have provision for any action
against digital platforms, Justice
Bhushan said, “We have gone
through your rules and it does
not have any teeth. No power

for prosecution. No mecha-
nism to control violations.”

After the court empha-
sised that without legislation
the Government cannot con-
trol social media, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, said the
Government will consider
appropriate steps and any reg-
ulation or legislation on it will
be placed before the court.

The top court had on
Thursday observed that some
over-the-top (OTT)  platforms
at times show pornographic
contents and there should be a
mechanism to screen such pro-
grammes. It had asked the
Centre to place its guidelines
on regulating social media.

Mehta had said he would
place on records the

Information Technology
(Guidelines for intermediaries
and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Purohit,
had on Thursday termed the
FIRs against her as “shocking”
saying that this woman is an
employee of Amazon and she
is neither a producer nor an
actor but still she has been
made an accused in around 10
cases relating to the web series
across the country.

Earlier, the apex court, on
January 27, had declined to
grant interim protection from
any coercive action to Ali
Abbas Zafar, director of the
web series, Purohit, producer
Himanshu Mehra, the show’s
writer Gaurav Solanki and

actor Mohammed Zeeshan
Ayyub.

It had said they may seek
bail from courts concerned in
the FIRs lodged in connection
with the web series.

Now, Purohit has appealed
to the top court against the
Allahabad High Court’s
February 25 order declining
anticipatory bail to her. A sin-
gle-judge Bench of the High
Court had said Purohit had not
been “vigilant and has acted
irresponsibly making her open
to criminal prosecution in per-
mitting streaming of a movie
that is against the fundamen-
tal rights of the majority of cit-
izens of this country and there-
fore, her fundamental right of
life and liberty cannot be pro-
tected by a grant of anticipato-

ry bail to her in the exercise of
discretionary powers of this
court”.

While rejecting the plea,
the High Court had said the
applicant was earlier granted
interim protection from arrest
by another Bench in a similar
case but she was not cooperat-
ing with the investigation.

The HC had observed,
“Western filmmakers have
refrained from ridiculing Lord
Jesus or the Prophet but Hindi
filmmakers have done this
repeatedly and are still doing
this most unabashedly with
Hindu gods and goddesses.”

“This tendency on the part
of the Hindi film industry is
growing and if not curbed in
time, it may have disastrous
consequences for the Indian
social, religious and communal
order,” the HC had observed.

On January 19, 2021, an
FIR was lodged on the com-
plaint of one Balbir Azad of
Raunija village under
Rabupura police station of
Greater Noida. In the com-
plaint, Azad alleged that the
show depicted Uttar Pradesh
and its police in a poor light.

The complaint alleged the
web series had deliberately
denigrated Hindu gods and
goddesses. Several other FIRs
have also been lodged in States
like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Bihar and Delhi.
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee will

contest from the Nandigram in
Purba Medinipur district,
dropping out from Kolkata’s
Bhawanipur seat, which she
had represented for the past
two terms. The TMC had
trailed from Bhawanipore, the
Chief Minister’s home turf, by
a few thousand votes in the
2019 general elections. The
TMC on Friday announced
candidates for 291 of the 294
Assembly seats in the State, and
Mamata’s candidature was the
highlight of the list.

“I will contest from
Nandigram, I had given my
word and will stick to it,” she
said. Mamata dropped as many
as 27 sitting MLAs and five
Ministers from the Trinamool
Congress candidates’ list,
besides introducing about a
dozen of celebrities, including
cine personalities and players
for the upcoming Assembly
elections.

Candidates for at least 150
seats have also been changed.
A third high point figuring 291
names is nomination of 50
women and 35 Muslims.

The Left Front, which has
formed a grand alliance with
the Congress and Indian

Secular Front formed by
Muslim cleric of Furfura
Sharief Abbas Siddiqui, too
released its candidates’ list for
the first phase polls.

Curiously the name of
economist Amit Mitra, the
State Finance Minister, too
does not figure in the list of
TMC candidates. Apart from
him senior Ministers like
Purnendu Bose and Abdul
Rezzak Mollah have been
dropped.

Among the prominent
faces dropped from TMC list is
Singur MLA Rabindranath
Ghosh, who had been with
Mamata through the thick and
thin of the land movement.
Ghosh’s son had recently joined
the BJP.

The richest TMC MLA
according to recent wealth dec-

larations — Samir Chakraborty
who won in 2016 from
Taldangra constituency in
Bakura — pulled out of the
contest. Chakraborty said that
he would campaign for the
party. The eight-phase Bengal
legislative Assembly elections
will be held from March 27 to
April 29.

“This time around we have
stressed more on youth and
women candidates which is
why we have dropped around
23-24 sitting MLAs, including
some Ministers,” Banerjee said
declaring her future plans of re-
introducing the State
Legislative Council — “where
the senior leaders will be re-
inducted later on — which had
been discontinued by the Left
Front Government.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Overseas Citizenship of
India (OCI) cardholders

will now get multiple entry life-
long visa for visiting India for
any purpose but will be need-
ed to obtain a special permit
from the Foreigners Regional
Registration Officer (FRRO) or
the Indian Mission to under-
take research, missionary,
Tabligh and journalistic activ-
ities as well mountaineering
expedition.

In another major conces-
sion to OCI cardholders, the
Union Home Ministry has
allowed them parity with
Indian nationals in the matter
of tariffs in air fares in domes-
tic sectors, entry fees for visit-
ing national parks, national
monuments and museums in
India.

In a notification, the Home
Ministry said the OCI card-
holders will be entitled to get
multiple entry lifelong visa for
visiting India for any purpose
but “required to obtain a spe-

cial permission or a special per-
mit from the FRRO or the
Indian Mission to undertake
research and to undertake any
missionary or Tabligh or
mountaineering or journalistic
activities”.

The OCI cardholders will
also require  a special permit to
undertake internship in any
foreign diplomatic missions or
foreign Government organisa-
tions in India or to take up
employment in any foreign
diplomatic missions in India or
to visit any place which falls
within the protected or restrict-
ed or prohibited areas as noti-
fied by the Central
Government or competent
authority.

The Home Ministry said
the OCI cardholders will now
be exempted from registration
with the FRRO or Foreigners
Registration Officer (FRO) for
any length of stay in India, but
they have to inform the FRRO
or FRO concerned whenever
there is a change in permanent
residential address and in their
occupation.

An OCI cardholder is a
foreign national holding a pass-
port of a foreign country and
is not a citizen of India.

They will also get parity
with Non-Resident Indians in
the matter of inter-country
adoption of Indian children
subject to the compliance of the
procedure as laid down by the

competent authority, appearing
for the all India entrance tests
such as National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test, Joint
Entrance Examination (Mains),
or other such tests to make
them eligible for admission
only against any Non-Resident
Indian seat or any supernu-
merary seat, provided that the
OCI cardholder shall not be eli-
gible for admission against any
seat reserved exclusively for
Indian citizens, the notification
read.

The OCI cardholders will
get parity in the purchase or
sale of immovable properties
other than agricultural land or
farmhouse or plantation prop-
erty and pursuing professions
like doctors, dentists, nurses
and pharmacists in India as per
the provisions contained in
the applicable relevant statutes
or laws.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to meet

US President Joe Biden virtu-
ally as leaders of the four-
nation Quad will assemble this
month to work together for
peace, prosperity and stability
of the Indo-Pacific grouping.

The “Quad” is an informal
strategic forum of the US,
Japan, Australia, and India. It
provides a platform for the four
nations that have each had
conflicts with China recently.

This could be PM Modi’s
first meeting with Joe Biden
since he took over as US
President. The two leaders had
spoken over the phone after
Biden was declared the winner
in a closely contested election
in November last year. The
Prime Minister’s Office has
not officially confirmed such a
meeting yet.

Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison on Friday indi-
cated that the leaders of the
Quad block will hold their first
meeting in the coming days,

and heads of the four nations
will be present for the meeting,
which will be followed by one-
on-one interactions. While no
final dates have been
announced, the meeting is like-
ly to be held virtually. Foreign
Ministers of the four countries
met last month to prepare for
the meeting of the heads of
government in March.

“It will be the first-ever
such gathering. I have already
had bilateral discussions about
this with Narendra Modi and
Yoshihide Suga, the Prime
Minister of Japan, and of course
the Prime Minister of India.
And of course we’re looking
forward to those discussions
and follow-up face-to-face
meetings as well,” Australian
Prime Minister Scott Morrison
said without giving details on
the timing of the talks, expect-
ed to be held virtually.

Morrison said he had dis-
cussed arrangements with
Biden and Kamala Harris and
expected the talks would be fol-
lowed by face-to-face meetings.

Continued on Page 2
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The mystery shrouding the
recovery of a gelatin sticks’

laden SUV near industrialist
Mukesh Ambani’s skyscraper
mansion “Antilia” in south
Mumbai on February 25 deep-
ened on Friday as the vehicle
owner was found dead in a
creek near Mumbra in the
neighbouring Thane district.

The body of Thane-based
businessman Mansukh Hiren,
whose “stolen” vehicle had
been used in the sensational
crime, was recovered from the
marshy Reti-Bunder creek
Mumbra with the help of a
crane by the local disaster
management workers. 

Hiren had reportedly been
missing from his Thane home
since Thursday.

The incident sparked a
major controversy in the
Maharashtra Assembly as for-
mer Chief Minister and leader
of the Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis demanded the resig-
nation of State Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh and rooted for
the transfer of the case to the

National Investigating Agency. 
However, Deshmukh

rejected Fadnavis’ demand for
an NIA probe into the incident.

It may be recalled that the
police had recovered 20 gelatin
sticks and a letter were recov-
ered from what was later
described as Mahindra Scorpio
that was found abandoned in
the vicinity of Mukesh
Ambani’s 27-storey residence
“Antilia” on Carmichael Road
in south Mumbai.

The letter recovered from
the car had among other things
carried a message: “Ye to sirf ek
trailer hai. Neeta Bhabhi,
Mukesh Bhaiyya, family... ye to
sirf ek jhalak hai. Agli baar ye
saaman pura hokar tumhare
pass aayega, aur pura intezaam
ho gaya hai”.

A day after the recovery of
the car, the police had said the
SUV — used in the crime —
had been stolen from Vikroli in
north-east Mumbai and the
gelatin sticks found in the car
were manufactured at Nagpur-
based firm M/s Solar
Explosives Ltd.  

Continued on Page 2
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Nearly six months after it
arrested Rhea

Chakraborty and her brother
Showik Chakraborty, the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) on Friday filed an
11,700-page chargesheet
including annexures running
50,000 pages in digital format
against them and 31 others in
a drug case linked to the death
of actor Sushant Kumar Rajput.

In a chargesheet filed
before a Special NPDS court
here, the NCB named 33 per-
sons, including Rhea and her
brother Showik, as accused. Of
the accused, only eight are in
judicial custody, while the rest
— including Rhea — have
been granted bail by the courts.

“The chargesheet names 33

accused and it contains state-
ments of 200 witnesses. Nearly
12,000 pages in hard copy and
about 50,000 pages in the dig-
ital format submitted in court
today," the NCB said. It said
further investigation in the
matter was ongoing against
known and unknown persons.

“During investigation, sev-
eral seizures of various nar-
cotics drugs and psychotropic
substances, electronic gadgets
and Indian as well as foreign
currency were affected.
Gadgets and mobile phones
were analysed and the relevant
incriminating evidence regard-
ing the sale, purchase, pro-
curement, consumption and
possession of narcotics drugs
were extracted. Drugs seized
were sent for chemical exami-
nation,” the NCB said.

Continued on Page 2
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In a brazen violation of all the
standard protocols attached

with the Covid-19 vaccination
drive, hundreds of senior citi-
zens were administered the
vaccine here on the Panch
Mandir temple premises of
Channi Himmat, Jammu, on
Friday.  

The drive witnessed chaot-
ic scenes as a large number of
residents converged on the
temple premises to receive the
first jab of the coronavirus
vaccine.

Local workers of a political
party created a “piquant” situ-
ation for the health workers by
circulating a message on vari-
ous social media platforms
inviting residents to attend the
“Covid vaccination camp”
within the temple.

Earlier, when senior citi-
zens started trickling in the

temple there was no system in
place to regulate the rush. In
the absence of any registration,
it was free for all.

Some of the senior citizens
suggested measures to “appro-
priately” channelise the rush

but due to absence of man-
power and health workers it
became more chaotic. At times,
the health workers present at
the venue refused to adminis-
ter the dose as residents raised
a lot of hue and cry over the

poor arrangements.
Majority of senior citizens

received the vaccine while
remaining seated on their
chairs in different rows and
columns, one by one.

One of the health workers

was seen filling the injection
from the vial and the same was
handed over to the other health
worker before administering to
a senior citizen.

No observation room was
set up on the premises to han-
dle any exigency in case of any
adverse reaction.  

One of the health workers
present at the venue said, “We
had not anticipated such a
huge response to the vaccina-
tion drive”. He said, “The camp
was organised on the temple
premises by the Health depart-
ment due to paucity of space in
the Government dispensary
located in the densely popu-
lated residential area of the
housing colony”. 

A member of the Panch
Mandir managing committee
told The Pioneer, “The temple
authorities had only facilitated
the Government agency by
providing the hall and chairs.
We provided drinking water
and sanitisers as per Covid-19
management protocols”. 

Continued on Page 2
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Around half a dozen passen-
gers were injured after a

speeding bus overturned on the
Yamuna Expressway in Uttar
Pradesh's Greater Noida. The
incident occurred on Friday. 

According to a senior police
official, three of the passengers
got severely injured in the acci-
dent that took place in Dankaur
police station area and were
admitted to a private hospital.

"The bus was moving from
Farrukhabad in western Uttar
Pradesh to Gurgaon in

Haryana but overturned after
its driver lost control while the
bus was on the Yamuna
Expressway in Dankaur," said
the senior police official. 

Those hospitalised have
been identified as Hari Ram
(45), Gopi (22) and Aman
(19), the police official said,
adding that three other pas-
sengers had got minor injuries
in the road crash.

The damaged bus was
cleared off the road and normal
traffic movement restored
along the route, the police
said.
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Aday after Delhi was
ranked 35th among the 49

cities in the Ease of Living
Index 2020 which was
assessed based on the educa-
tion, health, housing, waste
management, mobility, safety
and security, and recreation,
Delhi Congress criticised the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government in Delhi and
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
ruled municipal corporations
for “failing” terribly  in all the
parameters.

Leader of the Congress in
the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation, Abhishek Dutt,
who is also the vice-president
of the DPCC, said that the sur-
vey has called the bluff of the
Arvind Government, which
has been boasting about its so-
called “model” of health care,
education, governance 
etc.

Dutt said that Delhi figures

among the “worst five cities” in
public transport and the BJP-
ruled Municipal Corporations
stand at the 95th place in citi-
zen perception, out of 111
municipalities examined in
sectoral performances, like ser-
vices, finance, policy, technol-
ogy and governance.

“Delhi government has
terribly fallen in almost all the
parameters like education,
health, housing, waste man-
agement, planning, pollution,
safety and security, as the
assessment tool evaluated the
quality of life and the impact
of various initiatives for urban
development,” he said.

Leader of the Congress in
the North Delhi Municipal
Corporation Mukesh Goel
said that BJP’s misrule in the
Corporations has been
brought out tellingly in the
survey as South, East and
North MCDs have been
ranked 28th, 42nd and 48th,
respectively. 
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Acouple was found dead in
Tilak Nagar area at their

rented apartments under mys-
terious circumstances. Police
said that no suicide note has
been recovered from the 
house. 

The deceased has been
identified as Pawan Paliwal
(29), a permanent resident of
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh while
his wife has been identified as
Priyanka Bisht (23), who
hailed from Nainital,
Uttarakhand. Police said that
the girl was working with a
private company in Gurugram
while the man was a gym
trainer and he was also doing
modeling.

According to a senior
police official, a police control
room (PCR) call regarding foul
smell from old Mahabir Nagar,
Tilak Nagar was received fol-
lowing which a police team was
dispatched for the spot. “The
caller also told police that a girl
was residing in this house and
two days prior one boy also
came into this house,” said the
senior police 
official.
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Young Swedish climate
activist Greta Thunberg's

recent comments on the farm-
ers' protests in India do not form
a bilateral issue between India
and Sweden, and the matter did
not come up during an online
summit between the prime
ministers of the two countries
on Friday, the Ministry of
External Affairs said.

At a special briefing after
the summit, Vikas Swarup,
Secretary (West) in the min-
istry, was asked whether the
issue of Thunberg's comments
on the farmers' protest was
taken up by India with Sweden
during the meeting.

"The answer is no. This is
not a bilateral issue between
India and Sweden," Swarup said.

Last month, Thunberg had
taken to Twitter to say, "We
stand in solidarity with the
#FarmersProtest in 
India."

This was followed by
another tweet a day later, in
which she shared "a toolkit for
those who want to help".While
a number of international
celebrities, including pop star
Rihanna, had also tweeted in
support of the farmers' protests,
which entered its 100th day on
Friday, the 'toolkit' matter
became a major issue with the
Delhi Police later registering

FIRs against several people for
allegedly trying to tarnish
India's image.

The 'toolkit' document,
listed various actions, including
creating a "Twitter storm" and
protesting outside Indian
embassies, to support the farm-
ers' protest.

In a statement, the MEA
had said last month that some
"vested interest groups" were
trying to enforce their agen-
da on the protests and that a
very small section of farmers
in parts of the country has
some reservations about the
farm reforms which were
passed by Parliament after a
full debate and discussion.
However, the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM), an umbrella
body of 41 farm unions spear-
heading the agitation, had
welcomed the support extend-
ed by international personal-
ities, saying it was a matter of
pride that they are showing
sensitivity towards the cause
of farmers, but it was unfor-
tunate that the government of
India is not understanding
their pain.

Emphasising that the
protests must be seen in the
context of India's democratic
ethos and polity, the MEA in its
statement had said some vest-
ed interest groups have tried to
mobilise international support
against the country. 
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Aspecial NIA court here on
Friday sentenced an ISIS

terrorist to seven years of rig-
orous imprisonment for con-
spiring to establish the pro-
scribed organisation's base in
India by radicalising and
recruiting youths through
social media platforms.

Imran Khan Pathan was
convicted by the NIA Special
Court, Patiala House.

He has been awarded the
sentence in a case registered
by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) in December
2015 under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
and the Indian Penal 
Code.
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The Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) has

constructed a 200-feet bailey
bridge on Joshimat-Malari road
across the Rishiganga river,
restoring connectivity to the 13
border villages in
Uttarakhand's Chamoli dis-
trict affected by last month's
flash floods.

The bridge is near Reini
village of the district and it was
opened for public use on
Wednesday, said the Defence
Ministry's statement.

"With this, the BRO has
restored connectivity, in a
record time of 26 days, to the
13 border villages of
Uttarakhand's Chamoli dis-
trict that were cut-off due flash
floods on February 7," it 
noted.

According to the state-
ment, BRO Director General Lt
Gen Rajeev Chaudhry said the
bridge has been named 'The
Bridge of Compassion' as a
tribute to the fallen "Karma

Yogis of the Reini power plant
and the NTPC power plant".

"He thanked the state gov-
ernment for providing sup-
port and assistance to the BRO
in completing this difficult
task," it mentioned.

On February 7, the glacial
lake outburst flood (GLOF) in
the Rishiganga river had
washed away a 90-metre
Reinforced Cement Concrete
(RCC) bridge near Reini village
on Joshimat-Malari road.

"The bridge was the only
link to Niti Border in Chamoli
district. The GLOF had also
washed away a hydro-electric
plant located at the same site.
More than 200 workers of the
hydro-electric plant were
trapped," it noted. 

�	�!������A social activist
whose complaint of sexual
harassment against a Karnataka
Minister led to his resignation
on Friday appeared before the
police here, a day after seeking
a week's time citing security
concerns.

Dinesh Kallahalli appeared
before the police and later said
he handed over whatever 'evi-
dence' he possessed.

Kallahalli had earlier this
week lodged a police com-
plaint alleging that then  Water
Resources Minister Ramesh
Jarkiholi sexually harassed a
woman 'job aspirant', follow-
ing which the BJP leader
resigned from the 
cabinet.

Meanwhile, JDS leader and
former chief minister H D
Kumarawamy said it was a
"blackmail" deal and Rs five
crore had changed hands, but
declined to elaborate further
and said it was for the govern-
ment to get to the bottom of the
case and bring out the 
truth.

�	�� 
	���� Security forces
stepped up patrols on the bor-
der with Myanmar on Friday to
stop refugees entering after
some police officers crossed
over to escape taking orders
from the military junta there,
officials said.

"As of now, we are not let-
ting anybody enter," Maria
Zuali, senior government offi-
cial in Mizoram's Champhai
district, told Reuters by tele-
phone.

The move follows the
defection over the border of
some low-ranking Myanmar
police officers who were
unwilling to obey orders to
suppress demonstrations
against the junta.

Myanmar's military over-
threw a democratically-elected
government on February 1,
setting off nationwide protests

that have left more than 50
people dead. A spokesman for
the military has not com-
mented on the police defectors.

Soldiers and police were
patrolling the frontier on
Friday.

In Serchhip district, senior
official Kumar Abhishek said
eight people, including a
woman and a child, had
crossed the border and were
being taken care of.

"We are anticipating that
some more may come," he
said.

Authorities were making
preparations to house between
30-40 people, he said.

In all, about 30 Myanmar
police and their family mem-
bers had crossed over into
India in recent days, a senior
police official in Mizoram said,
including some who had come

overnight.
The official, who request-

ed anonymity, said people were
slipping in despite intensive
patrolling by soldiers along a
border that hugs the Tiau river
flowing between forested hills.

"People are coming from
different routes," the official
said, "The border is porous, you
can't prevent it."

A security official said that
police crossing over had said
they did not wish to carry out
orders from the military to
quell the protests.

"They alleged that there are
human rights violations and
they were asked to shoot at
civilians," the official said, also
requesting anonymity.

"It's a little difficult situa-
tion for India because diplo-
matic balance is crucial," the
official said. AFP
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From Page 1
Meanwhile, Dr Renu

Sharma, Director Health
Services, Jammu, could not be
reached despite numerous calls
till the time of filing the report. 

A retired doctor present in

the rush of senior citizens told
The Pioneer, “I was shocked to
see a large number of senior cit-
izens in the temple premises vio-
lating the social distancing
norms. Referring to the presence
of political workers in the gath-
ering he said, “It is nothing but
blatant misuse of Government
resources for selfish purposes”.

From Page 1
The police had said the

Scorpio used in the crime had
been stolen from a service
road near the Vikhroli Airoli
junction.

Hiren, the owner of the car,
had told the police that his car
broke down near Vikhroli-
Airoli junction while he was on
his way from Thane to
Mumbai. The owner parked the
car on the wayside of the road.
On the following afternoon,
when he returned to take the
car for repairs, he found the

vehicle was missing. He lodged
a complaint with the Vikhroli
police.

While an FIR was regis-
tered by the Gamdevi police
station, the Crime Branch-
CID led by Assistant Police
Inspector Sachin Vaze had
launched a parallel probe into
the incident.

Hiren’s body was recov-
ered from the Mumbra creek
around the time when the
Opposition BJP in the State
Assembly was demanding a
NIA probe into the 
incident. Raising the issue in
the Assembly, Deshmukh said,
“The prime witness in the case
is dead. In fact, I demanded
that he be given protection. We

were apprehending that there
was threat to his life...what
has happened is fishy, seri-
ous...there are strange coinci-
dences...we demand that there
should be a NIA probe.”

Turning the needle of sus-
picions towards Assistant Police
Inspector Sachin Vaze who
was investigating the case,
Fadnavis said Hiren appeared
to know Vaze, which bears out
from his telephone records.  

“After the car was found
abandoned near Ambani’s
home (on February 25), it was
Vaze who reached the spot first
and not the local Gamdevi
police. He seized the car and
also the letter. We were earlier
told an Assistant
Commissioner of Police will
probe the incident. But Vaze
was subsequently made in
charge of the case. Why,”
Fadnavis asked.

In a related development,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray is under-
stood to have sought a detailed
report from Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh on issues relating to the
incident and the case.

Making a statement in the
House, the Home Minister
said the car belongs to one
Sam Peter Newton, who had
given it to Hiren’s automobile
spare-parts company for
doing the interior. “The car
owner could not clear the
dues so Hiren took the car,” he
said. Deshmukh said Vaze was
not the Investigation Officer as
was being claimed by the
Leader of the Opposition, but
Assistant Commissioner of
Police Nitin Aluknare.

Contesting the Home
Minister’s statement, Fadnavis
said Hiren had said in his
statement to police that he
had purchased the car from
Newton. “There are several ifs
and buts and even coinci-
dences in the case. Hence the
case needs to be probed thor-
oughly. We demand that the
case be handed over to the
NIA,” Fadnavis said.

Fadnavis said he would
submit the evidence that he had
and would write to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah for
an NIA probe into the case.

From Page 1
Asking TMC workers to

start working for the party at
right earnest “to save Bengal
and its rich heritage from the
band of outsiders, Banerjee
said, “People from some parties
are influencing the Election
Commission and getting it to
act as per their wishes … but I
will ask my people of Bengal to
defeat their dirty ideas.”

The Chief Minister will
file her nomination at Haldia
— for the Nandigram seat —
on March 10. “0n March 9 I
will release our manifesto and
on March 10 I will file my
nomination from Haldia,
“Banerjee said adding, “I will
stick to my commitment of
fighting from Nandigram,” She,
however, said that she could
“also consider contesting from
another seat of Tollygunge in
Kolkata.

While the TMC will fight
from 291 seats remaining three
seats of Darjeeling, Kalimpong
and Kurseong have been left for
the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha.

While Mamata will contest
from Nandigram seat, State
Minister Sobhandeb
Chattopadhyay will fight from
her old Bhawanipore seat in
South Kolkata.

No candidate above 80 was
given tickets by her party which
fielded former IPS officer
Humayun Kabir --- the former
Commissioner of Police who
had arrested three BJP workers
for raising “Goli Maro” slogan
in a Suvendu Adhikari 
rally.

Actors Sayoni Ghosh and
June Maliah, director Raj
Chakrabarty cricketer Manoj
Tiwary and former India foot-
baller Bidesh Bose are also
contesting on TMC tickets.

CPI (M) politburo member
Biman Bose released the Left
Front list from the party State
headquarters at Alimuddin
Street. BJP is also expected to
release the first list of candi-
dates for the upcoming polls
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s mega rally at the
Brigade Parade Ground in
Kolkata.
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Statements of Bollywood
actors Deepika Padukone,

Shraddha Kapoor and Sara Ali
Khan are part of the
chargesheet filed by the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) in the drugs case linked
to Sushant Singh Rajput’s death,
an official said on Friday.

Padukone, Kapoor and
Khan, all prominent Bollywood
stars, were among those who
had been questioned after the
NCB began to probe the case.

Rajput’s girlfriend and
actor Rhea Chakraborty and
her brother have been named
among the accused, the official
said.

After an over six-month-
long investigation, the Central

agency on Friday filed a charge
sheet running into around
70,000 pages in a special court
here. The bulk of it — nearly
50,000 pages — is in digital for-
mat. It includes statements
over 200 witnesses, the official
said. The charge sheet names
Anuj Keshwani and Azam
Jumman as main accused.

Rhea Chakraborty has
been charged with procure-
ment of drugs, facilitation and
financing. The evidence against
her brohter Showik includes
voice notes, WhatsApp chats,
forensic lab reports, deleted
messages which were retrieved
by the NCB, the official said.

Besides WhatsApp, the
accused were using other mes-
saging apps including Telegram
too, the official said.
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From Page 1
“The case was thoroughly

investigated on the basis of
seizures affected from the
accused persons, voluntary dis-
closure statements, technical
evidences i.e connectivity
through call details, WhatsApp
Chats, details of bank
accounts/financial transactions
and other oral and documen-
tary evidences,” the NCB said.

“The NCB further said
that due to ecological con-
cerns, a large portion of the
annexures have been submitted
to the court in electronic form.
On conclusion of further inves-
tigations, a supplementary
chargesheet will be filed, “ the
NCB added.

Among other things, the
NCB charged that was instru-
mental in procuring and
financing drugs and it had
corroborated Rhea's financial
transactions

The NCB said that in the
chargesheet it had brought out
links between the Showik and
drug peddlers Basit Parihar and
Zayed. The drug deliveries
have been collaborated with
Whatsapp chats and financial
transactions.

A few days after her broth-
er Showik was taken into cus-
tody, Rhea was arrested on
September 8, 2020, in connec-
tion with the Sushant Singh
death-related drug case regis-
tered in August last year.

It may be recalled that
Bollywood actor Sushant Singh
Rajput was found hanging from
a ceiling fan in his closed room
of his duplex flat at Mont
Blanc building at Bandra’s
Carter Road in north-west
Mumbai on June 14. 

On its part, the NCB had
on August 26, 2020 registered
a case under sections 20, 22, 27
and 29 of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances)
Act in connection with the
actor’s death and booked Rhea
Chakraborty, her brother
Showik Chakraborty and  sev-
eral others under it.
Subsequently, the NCB regis-
tered one case into the alleged
nexus between Bollywood and
the drug mafia.
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From Page 1
“The Quad is very central

to the United States and our
thinking about the region, and
looking at the Indo-Pacific
also through the prism of our
Asean partners and their vision
of the Indo-Pacific,” Morrison
said, referring to the 10-mem-
ber Association of Southeast
Asian Nations.

President Biden’s first con-
versation with PM Modi took
place on the phone on February
8, days after he was sworn in on
January 20. The two leaders
agreed to continue close coop-

eration on climate change, ter-
rorism, and freedom of navi-
gation. “The President under-
scored his desire to defend
democratic institutions and
norms around the world and
noted that a shared commit-
ment to democratic values is
the bedrock for the US-India
relationship,” the White House
said in a readout of the call.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed that they would con-
tinue to cooperate and promote
a “free and open Indo-Pacific”
and committed to strengthen-
ing the regional architecture
through the Quad.
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The Delhi High Court on
Friday granted time to the

Centre, AAP Government and
the police to respond to a plea
seeking reopening of the
Nizamuddin Markaz which
has been locked since March 31
last year after several people
who attended the Tablighi
Jamaat congregation there con-
tracted COVID-19.  

Justice Mukta Gupta said
the status report be filed by the
authorities within 10 days and
listed the matter for further
hearing on March 24.The high
court had on February 24
issued notices and sought
replies of the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Delhi Government
and Delhi Police on the peti-
tion filed by the Delhi Waqf
Board.

The Delhi government
standing counsel (criminal)
Rahul Mehra, representingthe
state and Delhi Police, sought
time to file the status report.
Advocate Rajat Nair, appearing
for the Centre, also prayed for
somemore time to file the
response.

The Board has sought

directions to the authorities to
reassess the necessity of keep-
ing the Waqf premises available
for operation as a religious
place.

The Board, represented
through senior advocate
Ramesh Gupta, has contend-
ed that even after unlock-1
guidelines permitted religious
places outside containment
zones to be opened, the
markaz -- comprising the
Masjid Bangley Wali, Madarsa
Kashif-ul-uloom and attached
hostel -- continues to be
locked up.

It has further contended
that even if the premises was
part of any criminal investiga-
tion or trial, keeping it "under
lock as an out of bound area"
was a "primitive method" of
enquiry process.

An FIR has been registered
under the Epidemic Diseases
Act, the Disaster Management
Act, Foreigners Act and vari-
ous provisions of the penal
code in connection with the
Tablighi Jamaat event held at
the markaz and the subse-
quent stay of foreigners there
during the COVID-19 lock-
down.
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Delhi recorded 312 new
coronavirus cases and

three fresh fatalities on Friday
which pushed the death toll in
the city to 10,918, authorities
said. This is also the highest
number of daily cases report-
ed in the city, at least since
February beginning. The 312
new cases came out of 59,122
Covid-19 tests conducted on
Thursday. At least 1,779 num-
ber of active cases were report-
ed in the city, while the posi-
tivity rate rose to 0.53 per
cent, as per the bulletin.

According to the bulletin,
the total number of tests con-
ducted the previous day includ-
ed 43,460 RT-PCR tests and
22,972 rapid antigen tests, the
bulletin said.

With this, the total number
of people infected with life-
threatening Covid-19 has
reached 640494, according to
the health bulletin issued by the
Delhi Government.

Besides fall in active cases,
the count of home isolation
cases have also registered a sus-
tained fall, dropping to below
863 -mark, indicating improve-

ment in the Covid-19 situation,
as per the bulletin.

It said that 14 beds in
Covid care centres are occupied
by persons under quarantine,
including travellers who have
returned by the Vande Bharat
Mission and bubble flights.

From January 15-26, the
daily figures ranged from, 148
on January 25 to 299 on
January 16, according to offi-
cial data. On February 9, 13, 17

and 25, and March 2 the death
count recorded on all days
was zero. On February 9, no
fatality from coronavirus infec-
tion was registered in the
national capital for the first
time in that month, and after
a gap of nearly nine 
months.

Delhi had recorded 94
fresh Covid-19 cases on
February 16, the lowest in over
nine months.
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The Delhi Police on Friday
said they have sent notices

to three persons according to
the details provided by the
Punjab authority regarding a
tractor which was identified
during the Republic Day riots
in the national Capital. 

The statement came after a
person shared on social media
that the Delhi Police has sent
notice to a dead person regard-
ing the Republic Day violence. 

According to a Delhi Police
tweeted the clarification. 

"Notices issued during
investigation on basis of own-
ership records maintained by
Punjab Registering Authority
which revealed tractor no.PB
27 6306 belongs to 3 persons-
Jagir, Surjit & Gurcharan
Singh.

Accordingly, notice issued
to them to join investiga-
tion," Delhi Police wrote in a
tweet. Police said that a case
was registered at  Baba
Haridas Nagar police station
regarding the riots. 

They identified a tractor
whose number was sent to
Punjab authority for the details
of the owner of the vehicle. The
police, in return, received three
names and according to that
details, they sent the notice, a
senior police official said. 
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Senior IAS officer Sanjay
Goel on Friday assumed

the charges of the commis-
sioner of the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation.

Goel, an IAS officer of the
Arunachal Pradesh, Goa,
Mizoram Union Territory
(AGMUT) cadre, belonged
to the 2004 batch. Goyal took
charge of  the post  of
Commissioner North DMC

from Gyanesh Bharti (IAS
1998 AGMUT Cadre),
Commissioner of South Delhi
Municipal Corporation from
who held the 
additional charge of the 
post.
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North Delhi Mayor Jai
Prakash on Friday met

the family members of a 54-
year-old sanitation worker who
had died from health compli-
cations on February 22.

"I met the family of
Ramesh, who had died after
suffering health complications,
while on duty. I have also
asked his son to send an appli-
cation and bio-data, which we
will analyse as we are consid-
ering offering a job to the next
of kin on compassionate
grounds," he said. "Since his
post-mortem report is awaited,
the cause of the death is yet to
be ascertained," he said.

The son of Ramesh Kumar,
employed with the area's civic
body, had claimed that his
father had died days after he
was administered the anti-
coronavirus vaccine.

Jai Prakash said the post-
mortem was done at
Safdarjung Hospital. Kumar
was rushed to Deep Chand
Bandhu Hospital on February
22 morning and died there in
the afternoon, his son had ear-
lier said.

Dheeraj had said his father
was employed in the
Keshavpuram Zone of the
North Delhi Municipal

Corporation. "My father had
received his first shot of
Covieshield vaccine on
February 17. That day, when he
returned home, he started feel-
ing uneasy and the very next
day, he was running tempera-
ture, which lasted for 2-3 days,"
Dheeraj had said.

He claimed that his father
continued to go to work
"despite weakness after get-
ting the vaccine".

"He collapsed while on
duty and was rushed to Deep
Chand Bandhu Hospital where
he died of health complica-
tions," Dheeraj had said. He
had also said that day that a few
leaders had visited his home
and were talking about offering
compensation and a job to the
next of kin.

Dheeraj had said he has an
elder sister and a younger
brother and his father was the
"sole breadwinner" of the fam-
ily.

Nearly 28,000 beneficiaries,
including 14,328 senior citi-
zens, received shots of the
COVID-19 vaccine in the
national capital on Thursday,
according to data shared by
officials.

Six minor cases of AEFI
(adverse events following
immunisation) were reported
on Thursday, as per the data.
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Transport Minister of Delhi
Kailash Gahlot on Friday

sought the active participa-
tion of Resident Welfare
Associations (RWA) in the
ongoing Delhi Government
Switch Delhi campaign. The
Minister has written to all the
MLAs in Delhi and requested
to provide their support to the
RWAs in their constituencies
and encourage them to be a
part of this movement by
organising a door-to-door
campaign and Nukkad Sabhas.

The ongoing 4th week of
the Switch Delhi campaign
was launched to encourage
Delhites to adopt ‘Electric
Vehicles’ (EVs).

In the letter, he urged all
the MLAs to take the EV
pledge, which is available on
ev.delhi.gov.in and make a
commitment to contribute to a
cleaner Delhi. He also urged
them to interact with residents
of RWAs in their respective
constituencies about EVs and
sensitize people about the
movement.

The Transport Minister in
a statement said “If we want to
win this fight against pollution,

the whole city will have to come
together – just like we came
together to fight Dengue and
Corona. It is time to commit to
switching to EVs and to make
this a mass movement, a “Jan
Andolan”.

The Delhi Government
launched the landmark Delhi
Electric Vehicle policy last
August. Under the ambitious
policy, the state government
has undertaken various initia-
tives like providing purchase
incentives, waiver of road tax
and registration fee, creating a
network of charging infra-
structure etc.

The Delhi Government
has recently also announced a
transition of all leased or hired
cars being engaged by the
Delhi Government to EVs
within the next six months.
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The recent hike in platform ticket cost
in some stations is a "temporary" mea-

sure and is aimed at preventing crowding
during the coronavirus pandemic, the rail-
ways clarified on Friday.

The Indian Railways on Friday issued
an official statement to say said that the
hike in price of platform tickets is a tem-
porary measure and is a field activity
undertaken by railway administration in
the interest of safety of passengers and to
prevent overcrowding at stations.

Deterring more persons to visit the
station, the platform ticket charges are
increased from time to time after assess-
ing ground situation. This is in practice for
many years and is used occasionally as a
short term crowd control measure, it said.

Cost of platform tickets has increased
by up to Rs 50 in some stations recently.
It came close to the heels of the railways
increasing ticket cost for short-distance
trains.

Taking the upsurge of COVID in few
states in consideration, the Indian Railway
is discouraging people from unnecessary
crowding at the platforms , it said , adding

that rush at the platforms during a pan-
demic situation also needs to be regulat-
ed and the exercise is in public interest only.

“In March 2020, many divisions in
Railways enhanced the platform ticket
price at various stations to avoid crowd-
ing. Later, this was revoked over a peri-
od of time.  During festivals like Chathh,
Diwali or Melas etc as well in different
zones it is often temporarily increased and
later on rolled back,” it added.

The ministry further said that regu-
lation and controlling of crowds at stations
is the responsibility of the Divisional
Railway Managers (DRMs).

“Powers have been delegated to DRMs
since 2015 to raise platform tickets to reg-
ulate rush at platforms during specific
requirements like mela, rally etc. The
power to change charges of platform tick-
ets has been delegated to DRM s due to
field management requirement,” it said.
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Taxi driver associations in national
Capital held a protest against soaring

fuel prices at the Barakhamba Road area
on Friday. The taxi drivers tied black rib-
bons on their faces and held a peaceful
protest from 10 am to 11 am.

According to Kamaljit Gill, Sarvodaya
Drivers Association president, the per-
mission was for 80 people.

“However, around 200 reached
Barakhamba Road, parked their vehicles
and joined the protest peacefully without
saying anything. We will hold another

protest across the nation on March 22 and
23,” said Gill.

Other than Sarvodaya Drivers
Association, Expert Driver Solution,
Rajdhani Parivahan and other similar out-
fits participated in the protest, Gill said.

Carrying placards, the protesters
demanded that app-based taxis should be
brought under city taxi permit as per a
2017 order of the Supreme Court.

“App-based taxi drivers charge Rs 6 per
kilometre. They give 25 per cent to the
company as commission, and as the prices
of petrol are increasing day by day, it is
becoming difficult for them," Gill said.
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A22-year-old woman allegedly hanged
herself after killing her two children in

Delhi's Shakurpur area on Thursday night.
As per a statement by the police, the bod-
ies of the three were found by the woman's
husband who was at work at the time of the
incident.

According to a senior police official, a
police control room (PCR) call regarding the
incident in northwest Delhi's Shakurpur
area was received about it at around 10.40
pm following which a police team was dis-
patched for the spot.

“On spot, the police team found that the
woman's husband was at work when the
incident took place. On returning home, he
saw the bodies hanging. With the help of
neighbours, the door to the room where the
bodies were hanging, was broken,” said the
senior police official.

“The bodies have been sent for post-
mortem. A preliminary inquiry revealed
that the woman had an argument with her
husband on Thursday morning over visit-
ing their native village in Bihar's
Madhubani,” said the senior police official
adding that the couple was married for five
years.
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The Delhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management Committee

(DSGMC) has filed a criminal
case in Patiala House court
against film actress Kangana
Ranaut for her tweet against
farmers.

DSGMC President
Manjinder Singh Sirsa dis-
closed case has been filed
against Kangana u/s 156/3 IPS
for inciting communal hatred
against farmers and labeling
them as terrorists. He said that
the court has posted this case
for hearing on March 10, 2021.

He said that in a tweet
Kangana had claimed, “People
who spread misinformation
and rumours about CAA that
caused riots are the same peo-
ple who are now spreading
misinformation about farmers
bills and causing terro in the
nation, they are terrorists. You
very well know that I said but
simply like to spread misin-
formation.”

Sirsa said that this tweet
was highly objectionable,
derogatory and aimed at
terming farmers as anti nation-
als.  He said that he had filed a
complaint with DCP New
Delhi against Kangana for reg-
istering case against her on

basis of our complaint but
after waiting for a long time
and even reminding the police
officials, no case was registered
against her.  He said that we
had said that case should be
registered against her on the
basis of our complaint that  her
malicious tweets done labeling
farmers as terrorists.

Sirsa said that when no
action was taken we are forced
to move  court against her. He
said that the nation cannot tol-
erate terming farmers as ter-
rorists who provide food to
whole nation.

The DSGMC president
said that we will ensure that
case is registered against her
and she is handed over pun-
ishment for her irresponsible
behavior and intentional tweets
against farmers of the nation
who are opposing three farm
laws.
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Emphasising “self-regulation,
self-attestation and self-cer-

tification”, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
highlighted the need for reduc-
ing compliances burden and
said it is the effort of the
Government to reduce 6,000
compliances burden at the
State and Central level this year.
Modi called for lesser
Government interference and
increasing self-regulation.

“We believe that
Government interference in
everything creates more prob-
lems rather than solutions.
That is why we are emphasis-
ing on self-regulation, self-
attesting, self-certification,” he
said.

“This year, our effort is to
reduce 6,000 compliances bur-
den at the State and Central
level. The compliance burden
should be reduced. Technology
has come. I want to get rid of
the forms for everything. Your
suggestions and advice are
priceless in this relation. With
technology, we must reduce
such compliances,” he said.

Addressing a webinar on
the Production Linked
Incentives (PLI) scheme
through video conferencing,
the Prime Minister empha-
sised the need to make Indian
companies and manufactur-

ing being done in India, glob-
ally competitive and also, to
create global recognition for
our production cost, products,
quality and efficiency.

“We have to attract cutting
edge technology and maxi-
mum investment in the sectors
related to our core competen-
cy,” he said.

Underlining the difference
between the earlier schemes
and those of the current
Government, the Prime
Minister said earlier, industri-
al incentives used to be open-
ended input based subsidies,
now they have been made tar-
geted and performance-based
through a competitive process.

The Prime Minister said 13
sectors have been brought
under Production Linked
Incentives for the first time.

“PLI benefits the entire
ecosystem associated with the
sector. With PLI in auto and
pharma, there will be very less

foreign dependence related to
auto parts, medical equipment
and raw materials of medicines.
The energy sector will be mod-
ernised in the country with the
help of Advanced Cell Batteries,
Solar PV modules and
Specialty Steel. Similarly, the
PLI for the textile and food pro-
cessing sector will benefit the
entire agriculture sector,” he
said.

The Prime Minister
remarked that it is a matter of
pride that following India’s
proposal, the United Nations
has declared the year 2023 as
the International Year of
Millets. He said more than 70
countries came to support
India’s proposal and unani-
mously accepted it in the UN
General Assembly.

PM Modi urged to start a
worldwide campaign in 2023
on the nutritional potential of
millets or coarse grains to pro-
tect people from getting sick.
He said that the demand for
millets at home and abroad will
increase rapidly with the
announcement of the
International Year of Millets by
the UN in 2023 and this will
greatly benefit our farmers.

The Prime Minister high-
lighted that in this year’s bud-
get, a provision of about 2 lakh
crore rupees has been made for
schemes related to the PLI
scheme.
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Rejecting allegations of the
Trinamool Congress that

Deputy Election Commissioner
in-charge of West Bengal
Sudeep Jain is biased, the poll
body on Friday said it has “full
faith in the integrity and fair-
ness” of the senior official.

The ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) in West
Bengal had on Thursday
demanded the removal of Jain,
accusing him of being biased
against it and breaking norms of
the federal structure.

In a statement, the Election
Commission said that all its
deputy election commissioners
and other officials posted in the
commission’s headquarters or
working in the field are “dis-
charging their duties strictly as
per the Constitution of India
and the various extant rules
regarding the conduct of elec-
tions”. 

“There could be an odd
exception here or there in which
case the Election Commission
takes corrective action imme-
diately,” it said. The statement
said in the immediate case,
“the commission has full faith in
the integrity and fairness of
Sudeep Jain, DEC”.

“Unfortunately, it is not for
the first time that a concerted
campaign is mounted against
senior officers of the commis-
sion on the eve of or during the
process of elections,” it said.

Referring to allegations
made by the TMC about two

decisions taken by  Jain during
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls as
deputy election commissioner

in-charge at EC for West Bengal
elections, the EC clarified that
both these decisions were taken

by the Commission in the inter-
est of holding free fair and
peaceful elections and imple-
mented by the district election
machinery under supervision of
DEC,Chief Electoral Officer,
Police Nodal Officer and other
concerned senior officials.

TMC spokesperson
Sougata Roy had said on
Thursday that party leader
Derek O’ Brien has written to
the ECdemanding that Jain be
removed as he has a “track
record” of being biased against

it during the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls.

“During the last parlia-
mentary poll, Sudeep Jain had
taken several steps which were
not only against the norms of
the Election Commission but
also against those of the feder-
al structure. We don’t have any
faith in him. We (TMC) appre-
hend that this time too he will
take steps which will either
directly or indirectly help the
BJP,” Roy had said at a press con-
ference in Kolkata.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Friday allowed the

Nitish Kumar-led Janata Dal
(United) to use its poll symbol
‘arrow’, in the upcoming
Assembly polls in five States —
Assam, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala.
Similarly, the poll body allowed
the Tejaswi Yadav-led RJD to
use the symbol ‘Hurricane
Lamp’ in Assembly polls in
Assam and the AIl India Majlis-
E-Ittehadul Muslimeen to use
the symbol ‘kite’ in West Bengal
and Tamil Nadu polls.

In a letter to chief electoral
officers of five States, the EC
said the Commission has
decided to extend the con-
cession sought by the party
under paragraph 10 of the
Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment)
Order, 1968. “Accordingly, the
candidates set up by “Janata
Dal (United)” at the current
General Election to the
Legislative Assemblies of

Assam, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala
in al l  the Assembly
Constituencies of all the men-
tioned States, shall be allotted
the symbol ‘Arrow’,” it said.

The Nitish Kumar’s Janata
Dal United has urged the poll
body to allow using symbol
‘arrow’ in the upcoming state
assembly polls.  The party said
that it is using the same poll
symbol in Bihar and
Arunachal Pradesh.

The EC has earlier barred
Janata Dal (United) from
using its poll symbol ‘arrow’ in
the upcoming polls in
Jharkhand and Maharashtra,
due to its resemblance with
the bow and arrow symbol of
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) and Shiv Sena in 2019.

The poll body has also
granted permission to use
symbol hurricane lamp to
RJD for the Assam polls and
AIl India Majlis-E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen to use symbol kite
in West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu on the same ground.
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BJP’s IT Cell head Amit
Malviya on Friday

described West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
decision to shift to Nandigram
Assembly constituency as a
sign of “nervousness”.

Soon after Mamata
announced her candidature
from Nandigram from where
BJP is likely to put ex-TMC
heavyweight Suvendu
Adhikari, BJP leader claimed
that Mamata left her traditional
constituency as she is feeling
the weight of “ani-incumben-
cy” .

“If the incumbent Chief

Minister is unsure of winning
her traditional seat, it is
because she has sensed strong
anti-incumbency on ground.
This is just the beginning.
Pishi will soon see Maa, Maati
and Manush all slipping out of
her hands. Bengal will finally
see ashol poriborton”, tweeted
Malvia who is also deputy-in-
charge of Bengal.

“Nervous Mamata
Banerjee not only deserts her
traditional seat of
Bhowanipore but also keeps
the option of contesting
Tollygunge open. In the press
she slips in, “I may contest too”
while announcing Arup
Biswas’s name for the seat! “, he
said. 
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED), Goa, on Friday con-

ducted searches under Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) at various locations of
Full-Fledged Money Changers
(FFMC) in Mumbai and Goa at
the office and residential
premises of the operators of
Sete Mares Global Forex Pvt.
Ltd. and Nemichand Khemraj
Forex Pvt. Ltd. and their direc-
tors for suspected hawala trans-
actions.

“These companies were

engaged in the business of for-
eign currency exchange. These
FFMC deposited huge amounts
of cash in the bank accounts on
a daily basis and remitted it
through RTGS/NEFT to other
FFMCs and collected foreign

currency in cash which aroused
suspicion against these compa-
nies. It is suspected that these
companies may be involved in
trade based hawala and the for-
eign currency 
collected by these companies
were smuggled out of the coun-
try to settle transactions
abroad,” the ED said in a state-
ment.  

The searches resulted in the
seizure of Indian currency
totalling to �44.37 lakh and
assorted foreign currencies
amounting to �9.55 lakh found
to be in contravention of

F o r e i g n
E x c h a n g e
Management
Act and Rules
and Regulation
made thereun-
der, it said.

Meanwhile,

the agency has provisionally
attached assets worth �31.83
crore under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) in a bank fraud case
related to Shubhash Sharma
and his Group Companies. 

The ED had initiated inves-
tigation on the basis of FIRs
registered by Chhattisgarh
Police against Hotel Sapphire
Inn, Goodluck Petroleum
Company Pvt. Ltd. and Vidit
Trading Pvt. Ltd. for fraudu-
lently obtaining the loan to the
extent of �38.50 crore on the
basis of forged documents,
concealment of facts and crim-
inal conspiracy.

These loans/credit limits
were availed by these firms
from Axis Bank, Raipur and
Punjab National Bank, Raipur.
These entities were owned and
controlled by Subhash Sharma. 
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In a bid to expedite setting up
and promotion of Farmers

Producers Organisations
(FPOs) in the country under a
recently launched Central
scheme, the National
Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC), a coop-
eratives focused organisation
under the Union Agriculture
Ministry has roped in Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research’s (ICAR) Institutions
and Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs) in 116 blocks in the
country.

The idea is to use a well-

oiled network backed by tech-
nology and scientific knowl-
edge of the ICAR and KVKs
which are spread throughout
the country. Presently, of the
total 717 KVKs which have
huge spread across India, 468
are under state agricultural
universities, 65 under ICAR
and 22 under central agricul-
tural universities in the coun-
try.

Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Parshottam Rupala at
a virtual orientation workshop
organised by the NCDC  on
Friday termed the NCDC’s
move to involve KVKs as
Cluster Based Business
Organizations(CBBOs) as
commendable.

The Central Scheme was
launched by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi last year with
an aim to bring small and
marginal farmers into produc-
tion value chains and help
them boost their income.

The Minister pointed out
that “KVKs play a significant
role in providing technical
guidance and reaching out to
the farmers living in far off
regions in the country” and
said that  CBBOs will be the
platform for an end to end sup-
port system for different issues
in FPO cooperative business
helping farmers get various
support, and be the game
changer in bringing about eco-
nomic prosperity.

Calling the scheme as a
revolutionary scheme, NCDC
MD Sundeep Nayak said that
“we are getting massive
response from the farmers.

Under this we will be using
well-structured backbone of
the ICAR which will help us
meet the Prime Minister’s
vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat
through FPOs under the
Cooperative Societies Act.”  

For the current fiscal year
2020-21, NCDC has been
given a target for formation
and promotion of 529 FPOs in
103 districts where one district
one product’’ policy is being
implemented.

At the workshop which
was aimed to make stakehold-
ers such as KVKs and ICAR
aware of the scheme and of role
and responsibilities of CBBOs,
Dr T Mohapatra, DG ICAR
talked about the challenges and
opportunities of formation of
the FPOs as he said it were not
only important to set up the
farmers’ entity but also make
them sustainable in the long
run.

Dr AK Singh, DDG ICAR
was of the view that as small
farmers have lots of problems at
the ground level, FPOs will
ensure them multiple benefits
from ‘farm to market’ within a
legal framework.  

Under the Central Sector
Scheme “Formation and
Promotion of 10,000 Farmer
Producer Organizations
(FPOs)” the Government has
kept a total budgetary provision
of �4,496.00 crore for five years
with a further committed lia-
bility of �2,369.00 crore for next
five years towards handholding
of each FPO from its aggrega-
tion and formation.
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Punjab and Haryana became
the new Covid-19 hotspot in

the country, joining States like
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and Delhi in reporting
a high number of cases, con-
tributing at least 84.44 per cent
of the new infections 16,838 in
the last 24 hours.

The Union Health Ministry
underlined that 84.44 per cent
of the 16,838 new cases report-
ed in the country in a day are
from these six states.
Maharashtra continued to

report the highest daily new
cases at 8,998, followed by
Kerala with 2,616 and Punjab
1,071 fresh instances of the
viral infection.

Eight States are displaying
an upward trajectory in daily
new cases, said the Ministry
adding that India’s total active
caseload stands at 1.76 lakh
which comprise  1.58 per cent
of India total infections.

On the other hand,Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal
have shown a reduction in
active cases in a span of 24
hours.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to hear a plea

filed by the mother of an Army
officer seeking direction to the
Centre to take immediate steps
through diplomatic channel
for repatriation of her son,
who is lodged in jail in Pakistan
for last over 23 years.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde issued notice
and sought response from the
Centre on the petition filed by
81-year-old Kamla
Bhattacharjee, mother of
Captain Sanjit Bhattacharjee,
seeking directions to the
authorities to intervene in the
case on an urgent humanitar-
ian basis .

The plea said the petition-
er had received information
that Sanjit, who was commis-
sioned as an officer of Gorkha
Rifles Regiment of Indian Army
in August 1992, was lodged in
Lahore’s Kot Lakhpat jail.

The petitioner said that
her family was informed in
April 1997 that her son, who
had gone for patrolling duty at
night time on a joint border in
Gujarat’s Rann of Kutch, was
apprehended by the Pakistan
authorities while carrying out
operation reconnaissance along
the international borders on
April 20.
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Kolkata: Bollywood veteran Mithun Chakrabarty
is likely to join the BJP ahead of the Bengal
Assembly elections, party sources said adding the
septuagenarian mega star would remain present
at Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s mega rally
in historic Brigade Parade Ground on Sunday.
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat had last month met
Chakraborty, at his Mumbai residence amid spec-
ulations of his joining the BJP and becoming its
face for the Bengal polls.The senior actor who
enjoyed good chemistry with the Left leadership
till the Marxists were in power was later nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee in 2014. Chakraborty, however,
resigned his post two years later. Chakrabarty’r
role in Bengali super hit films MLA “Fata Keshto”
and Minister “Fata Keshto” --- where he rose up
from nowhere to become MLA and Minister and
quickly solved people’s problems --- were huge-
ly liked by the people.

Reacting to the reports of Chakrabarty’s join-
ing the BJP State party vice president Arjun Singh
said, “If Mithun Chakraborty comes it'll be good,
both for Bengal as well as our party. If he comes
on a stage where there is PM, the people of Bengal
will be happier.”  PNS

Faridabad, Haryana: National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Ltd (NAFED) in col-
laboration with Indian Oil Corporation
Limited (IOCL) opens its Grocery Store
in the name of NAFED BAZAAR at
IOCL Fuel station in Faridabad,
Haryana.

The store was inaugurated by
NAFED Managing Director - Mr Sanjeev
Kumar Chadha, NAFED Additional
Managing Director- Mr Pankaj Kumar
Prasad, Indian Oil Corporation 
Delhi State office Executive Director and
State Head - Shri Shyam Bohra and
Indian Oil Corporation Head office
Executive Director in Retail
Transformation - Shri Sandeep Makker.
Mr. Suresh Raina, Indian international
cricketer was also present as a special
guest for the event.

Nafed has a network of 20 grocery
stores and this is the first store in col-
laboration with IOCL.NAFED is plan-
ning to open 500 similar stores Pan India
in one year. The objective of the store isto
increase Farmer’s income and get Farms
produce directly to retail.

Located at Indian Oil Fuel station
Badkal Mor, the store joins the grocery’s
Ideal Market store in Faridabad.
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Former Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh and

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav took the State
Government in witness box in
the kisan mahapanchayat held
at Tappal on Friday in protest
against the agricultural law. He
raised questions on law and
order. Stating a very old saying,
he said a confused ruler, a
chaotic state. He quoted that
“Andher Nagri, Chaupat Raja;
Dindahade dushkarm or raatb-
har Gaanja”. He said this is the
state where misdeeds happen in
broad daylight.

After the farmer agitation
and after the arrival of the bill,

this is the first panchayat of
Samajwadi Party President
Akhilesh Yadav in Jaat Land. 

This area of farmers is
famous as Mini Chaprauli. He
supported the farmer move-
ment and said that Rakesh
Tikait, who lead the farmer
movement, is the great child of
his great father. His father
Mahendra Singh Tikait had
organized great movements for
the benefit of the farmers.
Rakesh Tikait is also following
his legacy. 

He lashed out at the Central
Government on agricultural
laws. Where the farmers' move-
ment has been 100 days today
but there is no effect on the gov-
ernment! I am confident that

the farmer young men will
keep on fighting till this law
come to an end. Akhilesh
assured the farmers that this
fight is yours but the Samajwadi
Party stands with you. Because
the future of India is linked 
to it. 

Supporting the movement
against the agricultural legisla-
tion, Akhilesh Yadav said that
from the day the farmers start-
ed the movement, no matter
what political party, everyone
chanted the slogan Jai Jawan Jai
Kisan. Farmers are sitting in
Delhi. It has been a hundred
days of agitation. I am confident
that these farmers will contin-
ue to struggle till these three
laws are returned.
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Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
Chief and former Jammu and

Kashmir Chief Minister Mehboobs
Mufti has been summoned by the
Enforcement Directorate  investi-
gating cases under the provisions of
the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act , 2002 (15 of 2003).

The summons have been issued
by the officer of the rank of Assistant
Director probing the matter.  

According to the summons,
“Mehbooba Mufti has been directed
to  appear before the officer on March
15  in New Delhi at 11.30 a.m along
with the documents. 

Reacting to the developments
PDP Chief  Mehbooba Mufti late
Friday evening tweeted, “ GOIs tac-
tics to intimidate & browbeat polit-
ical opponents to make them toe their
line has become tediously pre-
dictable.They don’t want us to raise
questions about its punitive actions
& policies. Such short sighted schem-
ing wont work”.

Mathura (UP): The All India Teerth
Purohit Mahasabha on Friday urged
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
increasing the Yamuna's water flow,
an apparent reference to the use of
two canals linking it with the Ganges,
to make it fit for bathing before the
auspicious 'Shahi Snan' on March 9.

While the arrangements
made for the Vrindavan Kumbh by
the Government of Uttar Pradesh are
commendable, the polluted Yamuna
water mars the efforts, the outfit's
president, Mahesh Pathak, said here,
adding that three 'Ani Akhadas'
(Hindu religious groups) have
warned of a boycott if the river water
is not clean.

Upset over the pollution in the
Yamuna at the Devarha Ghat on the

first 'Shahi Snan' (auspicious bath) at
the Vrindavan Kumbh, the Nirvani
Ani Akhada, Digambar Ani Akhada
and the Nirmohi Ani Akhara had on
February 27 declared that they would
boycott taking a dip in the next one
if the water is not clean.

The second and the third “Shahi
Snan” are slated for March 9 and 13,
Pathak said. “Please instruct the
department concerned to discharge
sufficient water into the Yamuna so
that feelings of seers and common
people are not hurt while bathing at
the Devarha Ghat in Vrindavan
Kumbh,” he said.

Another member of the organ-
isation requested the Union gov-
ernment  to find a permanent solu-
tion to the problem. PTI 
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Srinagar: Clashes broke out in
Srinagar on Friday  as sup-
porters of moderate Hurriyat
Conference chairman
Mirwaiz Umar  Farooq pelt-
ed stones at security forces to
protest the separatist  leader's
house arrest since August
2019 following the abrogation
of Article 370 provisions.

Officials said police and
other security personnel
deployed in the area had to
use force to chase away the
protestors, but no one was
hurt in the action.

Eyewitnesses, however,
claimed that a woman sus-
tained injuries in pellet gun
firing.

Supporters of the Mirwaiz
initially held protests on the
Jamia Masjid compound in
Nowhatta area, but they
poured into the roads after the
congregational prayers con-
cluded, the officials said.

Earlier in the day, the
Hurriyat Conference con-
demned the government's

decision not to release the
Mirwaiz.

“Hurriyat Conference
expresses strong resentment
and regret that after announc-
ing the release of it's chairman
and Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir
Umar Farooq from a 20-
month-long house detention
since August 2019, govern-
ment authorities went back on
their decision,” a Hurriyat
spokesperson said.

On Thursday, a close aide
of Umar Farooq had claimed
that curbs on the movement
of the Mirwaiz had been lift-
ed. The administration, how-
ever, neither confirmed nor
denied it.

The spokesperson on
Friday also claimed that police
officials visited the Mirwaiz
late Thursday night to convey
that he would continue to be
under house arrest and will
not be allowed to go to the
Jamia Masjid for Friday
prayers.

“Since early morning,

additional forces have been
deployed outside his house
and in the area,” he 
alleged.

The spokesperson said
the Hurriyat strongly con-
demned the f lip-flop.
“Recently in Parliament, the
minister of state for home
affairs had categorically stat-
ed that no one in Jammu &
Kashmir is under house arrest.
If that is so, then why does the
Mirwaiz continue to be
detained,” he asked.

He also appealed to peo-
ple to not lose hope and in no
way resort to any form of vio-
lent protest.

The Mirwaiz, who is also
the chief priest of Kashmir,
was among hundreds of polit-
ical leaders -- both separatist
and mainstream -- who were
taken into custody or placed
under house arrest as the
Centre revoked Jammu and
Kashmir's special status under
Article 370 of the Constitution
19 months ago. PTI
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Mahoba (UP): Police here arrested a man for
allegedly raping a 21-year-old woman and trying
to blackmail her into changing her religion using
objectionable videos shot by him, police said on
Friday.

According to police, Munna Khan lured the
21-year-old woman projecting himself as a Hindu. 

He kidnapped her, raped her and made objec-
tionable videos, allegedly threatening to upload
these online if she did not change her religion,
Kotwali SHO Anoop Kumar Dubey.

The SHO said Khan was arrested for kidnap-
ping, rape, assault and issuing death threats under
the Indian Penal Code and provisions under the
Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Religious
Conversion Act, 2020. 

He was produced in a court on Friday, which
sent him to 14-day judicial custody, the SHO said.

The woman said in her complaint that she had
married a man of her caste on December 8 and had
moved to Delhi with her husband. 

According to her, she was kidnapped by
Munna Khan on February 18 when she visited her
parents' home here. The accused kidnapped her,
took her to his sister's house where he raped her
for two weeks, according to the complaint. PTI

Etah (UP): A six-year-old girl
was allegedly raped by a 25-
year-old man here on Friday,
police said.

$e man sexually assaulted
the girl when she was playing
outside her house in the after-
noon, they said.

The accused, who is said to
be mentally-challenged, has
been arrested, Station House
Officer of Kotwali Police Station
Pankaj Mishra said. The girl has
been sent for medical exami-
nation, he said.

“Case will be registered
against the accused on the basis
of the medical examination
report. The accused seems to be
mentally-challenged and he is
being interrogated,” Mishra said.

He said the girl's family
approached the police and filed
a complaint against the
accused. PTI 

Bhadohi (UP): A 30-year-old married woman
was allegedly raped by a paddy trader when she
had gone to receive the payment of the produce
sold by her husband in a village in Aurai area here,
police said on Friday.

The accused is missing and efforts are under-
way to catch hold of him, the police added.  The
woman has alleged that when she had gone to
Aurai police station for filing a written complaint
of rape, the policemen present there tore up her
complaint and chased her away. She later met the
Bhadohi Superintendent of Police and pleaded
for justice after which a case of rape, provisions
of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act among other sections of law was
filed on Thursday.

Superintendent of Police Ram Badan Singh
said the victim's husband had sold paddy to Bade
Lal Bind and the victim had gone to the accused
man's house around 15 days ago to receive the
payment.  It has been alleged that Bind locked
her up in the house, raped her and also threat-
ened to kill her if she told anyone about it. PTI

Muzaffarnagar (UP): A court here on Friday
convicted a man and his four sons in a case of
abduction and murder of a four-year-old girl
in 2011 and sentenced them to life imprison-
ment.

Additional district sessions judge Ankur
Sharma also imposed a fine of Rs 60,000 each
on Shakil and his sons Tanvir, Husain, Pervez
and Kalim after holding them guilty under
Indian Penal Code sections 364, 302 and 201.

According to public prosecutor Niraj Kant
Malik, Shakil and his sons kidnapped Mehvish
Jahan on December 7, 2011 while she was going
to a shop near her house in Khoja Nagla vil-
lage under the Chapar police station limits.
Later, that night they strangled her and ditched
the body in a nearby forest area, Malik 
said.  As the girl did not return home, her father
approached the police. During investigation,
Shakil and his sons were arrested and the body
was recovered, the government counsel 
said. PTI 

-#��
�����������
���
������	�;+0�������*�����
������*��������������	���

(	����
�����������!�����@�����
 �������
�����������
�#�����!
��
��
����@&�
&� ����
 ����+;--

:��������
��
�������������
�������2�

1��������
������������
������	���������2�B�3���
��

Pathanamthitta (Ker): Kerala
BJP chief K Surendran on
Friday clarified he had not
made any announcement on
the party's chief ministerial
candidate for the coming
Assembly elections in the state
and said what he expressed was
that the people and party work-
ers wanted E Sreedharan to
"lead" them.

He said the BJP's central
leadership alone will decide on
the party's chief ministerial
candidate. "What I
said yesterday was the people
of Kerala and the BJP workers
want a leader like E Sreedharan
to lead them. There is no doubt
in it. Kerala and its people want
the leadership of Sreedharan."

"I am the party chief in

Kerala. I know what I said. I
never made any announce-
ment yesterday other than say-
ing that the people of Kerala
want the leadership of
Sreedharan," Surendran said at
Pathanamthitta.

His comments came a day
after Union Minister V
Muraleedharan tweeted that
the 'Metroman' will be the CM
candidate only to retract later
saying the party had not made
any such announcement.

Surendran also blamed the
media in the state for "wrong-
ly interpreting" what he had
said and claimed that the
CPI(M) and the Congress were
jittery after Sreedharan joined
the party.

Earlier on Thursday,

Surendran had said that if the
NDA "under the leadership of
the 'Metroman', gets an oppor-
tunity to rule the state, we are
confident we will be able to
implement development works
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with a ten-fold
force in Kerala."

Addressing a party meeting
in Thiruvalla, he highlighted
the achievements of
Sreedharan, including com-
pleting the reconstruction of
the Palarivattom flyover here in
five months, much ahead of the
stipulated time.

"He completed the project
in five months without any cor-
ruption. That is why we
requested Sreedharan and our
party leadership that he should

be projected as the (NDA's)
Chief Minister candidate," he
had said.

This was the first time the
party indicated that Sreedhran
will be the NDA's chief minis-
terial candidate.

Confusion prevailed
among BJP cadres since
Thursday after Muraleedhran
withdrew a tweet saying the
'Metroman' will be the chief
ministerial candidate of the saf-
fron party for the Assembly
elections on April 6.
Muraleedharan on Thursday
night clarified that he wanted
to inform that through media
reports he learnt that the party
has announced Sreedharan as
the chief ministerial candi-
date.  PTI

Mumbai: A 35-year-old man
has been  Arrested here for
allegedly posing as a policeman
to extort money from people
roaming without masks in pub-
lic places, police said on Friday.

The Mahim police on
Wednesday nabbed Anil Ashok
Tawde for allegedly robbing an
autorickshaw driver of Rs 5,000
by posing as a policeman, an
official said.

Tawde had allegedly inter-
cepted the autorickshaw and
accused the driver of not wear-
ing his mask properly, he said,
adding that the victim was

taken to an isolated spot and
robbed.

Based on a complaint
lodged by the auto driver, the
accused was arrested under
relevant sections 170 (imper-
sonating a public servant), 392
(punishment for robbery) and
365 (kidnapping) of the IPC, he
said.

On interrogation, the
accused revealed that he had
used the same ruse to extort
money from several others,
the official said. F u r t h e r
probe is underway in this
regard, he added. PTI 
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tualisation of the problem in
all its dimensions and appoint-
ment of competent and ded-
icated people to cope with it.

He has already made
progress with the second. In
November 2020, not long
after winning the presidential
election, he named John
Kerry, who was the Secretary
of State in the Obama
Administration and a princi-
pal architect of the Paris
Agreement on Climate
Change (December 2015), as
his special presidential envoy
for climate change. He has set
up a White House office of
domestic climate change pol-
icy to coordinate the imple-
mentation of his climate agen-
da. Indeed, as the President,
he has gathered the largest
team of climate change
experts ever assembled at the
White House. More, on the
anvil is a national climate task
force comprising 21
Government agency leaders,
and an environmental justice
inter-agency council to address
racial and economic inequities
exacerbated by climate change
and air and water pollution.

President Biden has
already taken certain impor-
tant steps. On his first day in
office, the paperwork for the
US’ return to the Paris
Agreement on Climate

Change was completed. He
revoked the permission grant-
ed to the TC Energy
Corporation to construct the
Keystone XL Oil pipeline for
brining oil from Alberta,
Canada, to refineries in the
Gulf of Mexico. The Obama
Administration had denied
permission to it in 2015 for
the severe damage it would
cause to the environment but
the Trump dispensation had
allowed it to proceed. Also,
according to a White House
statement, Biden was direct-
ing the Department of
Interior to pause all oil and gas
drilling leases on federal land
and water and, as far as pos-
sible, launch a review of the
existing energy leases. Besides
these and other measures
related to his domestic climate
agenda in the works, his
administration is giving a
hard look at the environ-
mentally harmful measures
taken by the US Environment
Protection Agency during
Trump’s tenure. Many of them
will be up for scrapping.

In a reversal of the Trump
Administration’s policy of
turning away from the world
on the climate change issue, a
White House statement has
said that the US should “exer-
cise global leadership” in
advancing the Paris

Agreements objectives.
Clearly, combating climate
change is a mission with
President Biden, which is
encouraging given the enor-
mous power and resources the
US commands. Nevertheless,
tall hurdles remain in the
way. The fossil fuel industry
lobby will fiercely oppose his
policies restricting drilling
and oil use conducing to glob-
al warming, and will seek to
mobilise senators and repre-
sentatives to derail his plans.

Second, his steps have
been taken through executive
orders. These can be revised
by a future President just as he
is doing in respect of Trump’s
measures. For permanence
he needs legislation, which will
require careful navigation
through the Senate and the
House of Representatives
where Democrats have a thin
majority. Finally, he has to suc-
cessfully counter the criticism
that measures to protect the
environment will mean job
loss. He has doubtless empha-
sised the potential for jobs in
new industries producing
clean energy and research
organisations supporting the
latter. But then employment
must actually follow.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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The Trump Administra-
tion, an unmitigated
disaster for the fight to
save the environment,

has been defenestrated.
Thanking the heavens for that,
however, will not be enough.
Wise leadership, massive alloca-
tion of funds and unflagging
political will are needed at the
global level to undo the damage
done during the last four years
and step up action to cope with
global warming, which can
wipe out humankind.

Two questions arise here.
How deep is President Joe
Biden’s commitment to fight
global warming? What kind of
hurdles will his administration
have to overcome? As to the first,
he has declared that climate
change poses an “existential
threat to the planet”. He has been
called a “climate change pioneer”
who believes that people have a
moral and economic imperative
to address the issue. He has a $2
trillion clean energy plan, and is
on record as stating before
assuming his current office that,
as the President, he would ensure
that the US achieved a 100 per
cent clean energy economy and
net-zero emissions by 2050. As
clearly a part of this goal, he
wants to make the US power grid
carbon neutral by 2035.

His commitment is reflect-
ed in his track record. In 1986,
he introduced one of the first cli-
mate Bills in the US Congress. In
1998, he played a critical role in
the enactment of the Tropical
Forest Conservation Act, which
allowed the US to reach agree-
ments with foreign Governments
to conserve tropical forests in
exchange for debt relief. As
chairman of the US Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
(2001-2003 and 2007-2009), he
organised several hearings on cli-
mate change and garnered sup-
port for a number of non-bind-
ing resolutions on the issue.

As the President, he is mak-
ing climate change the central
issue of his administration and
the subject of a two-pronged
approach to combat it. The first
is the establishment of a formi-
dable administrative infrastruc-
ture; the second is the concep-

SOUNDBITE
��������	
���
��
�������
��
�����
Sir — The situation on the ground in
Myanmar is troubling, to say the least and
the Joe Biden Administration has been
working closely with its partners in the
region. Tens of thousands of people in
Myanmar have taken to the streets peace-
fully to show their strength and are up in
arms against the military regime. 

There is widespread violence by
Burmese security forces against the people,
including peaceful protesters, journalists and
civil society. Myanmar’s military last month
took control of the country and detained top
political figures, including Aung San Suu
Kyi. The Burmese military has failed to exer-
cise any restraint and is cracking down heav-
ily on the protesters. The latest escalation
in violence demonstrates the junta’s com-
plete disregard for their people. The violence
is unacceptable and the world should con-
tinue to condemn it. 

The US should take immediate steps to
resolve the Myanmar crisis. All nations,
including India, must work in tandem to
find an amicable solution to the existing cri-
sis. The military had accused Suu Kyi’s
Government of not investigating allegations
of voter fraud in the November elections but
it had no right to take control of the
Government. Suu Kyi’s party swept that elec-
tion while the military-backed outfit per-
formed poorly and poll officials have reject-
ed the allegations. It is in the best interest
of the international community and
Myanmar to resume the process of democ-
racy by conducting elections again in the
presence of global observers and interna-
tional watchdogs. 

Seetharam Basaani  | Telangana
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Sir — It is good that Bengaluru has been
adjudged the most liveable city in India, fol-
lowed by Pune, Ahmedabad, Chennai and
Surat, according to the Government’s Ease
of Living Index. The Bengaluru model of
development of citizen-centric initiatives
and delivery of services has ensured this top
ranking. However, there are many grey areas
that raise questions over the accuracy of such

surveys. The city is replete with pollution,
garbage woes and heavy traffic load. The
Ease of Living Index, according to the
Government, is an assessment tool that eval-
uates the quality of life and impact of var-
ious initiatives for urban development.
More than 32 lakh people across 111 cities
participated in a ‘Citizen Perception Survey’,
holding a weightage of 30 per cent. However,
there is no debate over the rising unemploy-
ment, lack of quality and affordable educa-
tion and shrinking jobs in the Government
and private sectors. 

By such surveys, the Government just
wants to show that all is well; however, the
reality is to the contrary. We must not get
swayed by such rankings and must ask the
Governments pertinent questions related to
health, education, employment and food
security. 

CK Ramani | Coimbatore
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Sir —  The Government is doing rampant

privatisation but it is not good for the coun-
try. Apart from privatising the Raliways, the
Centre is also selling its stake in Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs). It will bring misery to
the country and its citizens as corporate
houses will exploit human capital to the max-
imum and pay meagre amounts in return.
There is hardly any financial or job securi-
ty for employees in the private sector. 

It is true that in a globalised world, pri-
vatisation is inevitable but the Government
must keep a check on it. It is in the best inter-
est of the country and its people that the
Government remains in business. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said that the
Government has “no business to remain in
business” but it must be remembered that
India’s situation is unique and complete pri-
vatisation will bring untold misery to the
nation.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Post August 5, 2019, Islamabad has tried dif-
ferent tricks to remain relevant in Kashmir.
However, most of the Pakistani moves have

either failed or backfired. But as far as Pakistan-
sponsored terror is concerned, it is once again
threatening to thwart the desire of the Indian
Government to restore normalcy and peace in
Kashmir. It is a last-ditch attempt by Pakistan which
might fail but, it is certain to succeed in delaying
the process of normalisation. 

A new wave of terror is emerging in Kashmir
with indigenous flavour. Having been recognised
the world over as the fountainhead of terrorism
and the biggest promoter of cross-border terror,
Pakistan is desperately trying an image makeover.
It is recruiting locals in order to label its insidious
plans against India as home-grown resistance
against the atrocities committed by Government
forces. The  fear of being blacklisted by the
Financial Action Task Force, a global watchdog for
terror funding and financing, has also compelled
Islamabad to remain a latent promoter of cross-
border terror.

The familiar names of terror organisations
active in Kashmir, like the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT),
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) and Hizbul Mujahideen
(HM), are gradually being replaced by new ones
like The Resistance Force (TRF), Lashkar-e-
Mustafa, Ghaznavi Force and Al-Badr. Most of
these groups are old wine in a new bottle with the
majority of the cadre being locally recruited.
However, their operational and financial control
remains with their bosses in Pakistan. 

These new terror outfits are not as well-
equipped as their parent organisations and rely
mainly on the arms smuggled into the Valley
through various means using the over ground net-
work. Local youth are lured into militancy in the
name of jihad after being radicalised through social
media platforms and venomous speeches of the
mullahs and anti-India leaders. They are not being
trained in the jihadi training camps in Pakistan-
occupied Jammu Kashmir (PoJK) or Afghanistan
but locally in the jungles of South Kashmir and are
initiated into terrorism by lobbing grenades at secu-
rity forces’ pickets or crowded places. The focus
is also shifting from rural to urban insurgency, with
encounters taking place in and around Srinagar,
while Jammu is emerging as another preferred base
of these terrorists. Target selection, too, has
undergone a change. The earlier modus operandi
of large-scale attacks on security forces or suicide
attacks on their camps has been given up and the
terrorists are now concentrating more on target-
ed killings and use of Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs). Now, instead of azadi (freedom),
establishing Nizam-e-Mustafa (Shariya rule) and
retaining the monolith character of Kashmir is the
main motivator of local terrorists. Minorities and
police personnel form the main targets of moti-
vated and targeted killings.

Earlier, the weapons recovered from the ter-
rorists used to be a big proof of Pakistan’s involve-
ment as they either had Pakistani or Chinese
markings. To overcome this, Islamabad is now
encouraging Kashmiri terrorists to buy weapons
from Bihar. Smuggling through tunnels and
dropping arms with the help of drones also con-
tinue since the supply from Bihar and its trans-
portation all the way to Kashmir is prone to inter-

ception by law enforcement agen-
cies. Bihar, also being a major
source of arms supply to Maoists
active in the ‘Red Corridor’, is not
able to meet the full requirement of
Kashmiri terrorists. Pakistan’s inten-
tion in all this is very clear, it wants
Kashmir to remain a flashpoint on
the international radar; keep it on
the boil; discourage outside invest-
ment which is likely to generate
employment and wean away the
youth from militancy and also cre-
ate a 1990s-like environment of inse-
curity among the minorities so that
the possible return of Kashmiri
Pandits is thwarted. By ensuring that
the youth remain unemployed and
frustrated, it wants to ensure that the
ready supply of fodder to the jiha-
di cadre is not affected. 

An insecure environment will
also keep tourists away from
Kashmir and hence prevent the
revival of the tourism and handi-
crafts industry, the backbone of
Kashmir’s economy. To this end,
Pakistan has been successful in
selling a narrative of demographic
invasion and minimising the
Muslim-majority character of
Kashmir and promoting the
Hindutva agenda of the RSS-backed
BJP Government at the Centre.
Unfortunately, many so-called
nationalist mainstream leaders in
Kashmir have been vociferously
promoting the Pakistani narrative.

The ‘Deep State’ in Pakistan is
not satisfied with indigenous upris-
ing being confined only to Kashmir

as this makes its case weak global-
ly. A concerted effort post August
2019 has been diverted towards
reviving militancy in Jammu as
well. Many sleeper cells have been
created and the terrorists are being
trained for lone wolf attacks to dis-
turb communal harmony.

There are other reasons for
shifting the focus towards Jammu by
the  Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI).
Jammu’s location close to the
International Border (IB) and its
heterogeneous population with close
proximity to Punjab — another tar-
get of the ISI — provides the ideal
breeding ground for militancy. Also,
the murders of Kashmiri Muslims
by terrorists, both Pakistani and
local, have created huge resent-
ment among Kashmiris. 

The citizens are not only fed up
but are turning against the terror-
ists and not helping them as much
as they used to. They are sharing
information about the  presence of
terrorists with the security forces, as
a result of which most of the top
commanders have been killed. 

Thus, safe havens in Jammu are
considered more lucrative. But the
latest successes of the J&K Police in
capturing top commanders of the
TRF as well as Lashkar-e-Mustafa in
Jammu have sent shockwaves not
only among them but also among
their bosses in Pakistan.

Due to a strong anti-infiltration
grid created on the Line of Control
by the Indian Army, terrorists and
their handlers have been preferring

the IB sector for infiltration; hence
Jammu acts as a suitable base for
their further despatch to Kashmir or
Punjab. Similar is the argument for
smuggling and distribution of nar-
cotics. Hence, Jammu has emerged
as an ideal base for narco-terrorism. 

Like Kashmir, the ISI also wants
to trigger insecurity in the Jammu
region so that future investors are
discouraged. It has not gone down
well with the ISI that the J&K
Government is not planning to
confine new industries to the
Jammu-Kathua belt but is encour-
aging investors to set up industry in
far-flung districts, too.

The new wave of terror in J&K,
if not nipped in the bud, may prove
costly and damaging, as has hap-
pened many times in the past.
Surely, our leaders, experts and
planners would have learnt lessons
from the past and would not let
another opportunity for ensuring
lasting peace slip away. Terrorism,
whether local or imported, is the
enemy of peace and jihadis are the
enemies of humanity. 

Unfortunately, Pak apologists
operating in India continue to
remain silent and accord their latent
support to the madness. They refuse
to condemn, name and shame
Pakistan or take a firm stand against
targeted killings of minorities, quite
similar to their response in the
1990s. Only a united approach
would lead to elimination of the
menace of terror and return of
peace.
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The number of entrepre-
neurs increased mani-
fold last year, making

India a global start-up hub.
The start-up story in India has
seen a very encouraging
growth with a vibrant ecosys-
tem of incubators and venture
capitalists, with total funding
reaching the $70 billion-mark
between 2014-2020. 

Using the time series fore-
casting technique, Inc42 Plus
has predicted that start-ups are
likely to raise capital to the
tune of $13 -$14 billion across
1,000 deals in 2021. Since
new business ventures by
entrepreneurs emphasise on
launching new products or
services using unique ideas or
technologies, the methods to
assess their value are also dif-
ferent.

The ‘Berkus Approach’ is
a technique given by the
famous angel investor, Dave
Berkus, wherein both qualita-

tive and quantitative factors
are assigned to every risk
faced by a start-up on five ele-
ments: The basic sound idea;
prototype; management team;
strategic relations and sales. 

Each element is assigned
a monetary value as well, that
can reach up to $5,00,000. So,
a value is assigned between
zero and $5,00,000 for each of
the elements given above. For
instance, a start-up with a
team having high domain
knowledge can be assigned a
value of $3,50,000. 

While, if a start-up has fin-
ished 45 per cent of the pro-
totype, a value of $2,25,000
can be assigned to it. Similarly,
an appropriate monetary value
is allotted to each of the other
elements to create a valuation
of the new venture. 

The ‘Scorecard Valuation’
method is an extension of the
Berkus Approach, where start-
ups are compared with others

of the same industry
using the assigned values
and then using the
scorecard to arrive at
the right valuation. 

There are several ele-
ments involved in a
scorecard like the qual-
ity of the management
team; the type of oppor-
tunity; uniqueness of the
product or service; com-
petition; promotion and
marketing; requirement
of future investment and
other similar factors. 

A range of percentages is
assigned to each element
which also provides flexibili-
ty in valuation as all beginners
will have different strengths in
different areas.

Another future-looking
valuation technique is the
future valuation multiple
approach that evaluates long-
term Return on Investment
(ROI), usually for a period

between five and 10 years. 
The value of the start-up

is based on the projections
including sales and growth,
cost and expenditure projec-
tions and similar data. Taking
the ROI forward, the risk fac-
tor summation approach takes
into account all the business
risks that can have a negative
impact on the ROI.

Some of  the business
risks considered are manage-

ment; political; obsolete
technology; competi-
tion; manufacturing;
investment; legal risk
and so on. Once an ini-
tial valuation of the
start-up is established
using any of the valua-
tion techniques, the
impact of business risks
is either added or sub-
tracted from the initial
value for a positive and
a negative risk, respec-
tively. 

The ‘Venture
Capital Method’ is one of the
quickest approaches to value
an early-stage company and is
used by venture capitalists
globally. This is calculated by
using the exit value, the value
at which any venture capital
sells its portion of stock and
exits a start-up and the expect-
ed ROI. 

However, a drawback of
this approach is that it does

not take into consideration
any future dilution.

Another approach that
can be used is the cost-to-
duplicate approach that takes
into account all costs and
expenses associated with the
start-up, including the devel-
opment of its products and the
purchase of any physical
assets.

It requires a high level of
due diligence and is also the
most practical. One of the
major drawbacks of this
method of evaluation is that it
fails to take into account any
future potential of earnings
and growth. It also fails to
recognise the impact of intan-
gible assets, like brand value,
goodwill and patent, on the
valuation of start-ups. 

The discounted cash flow
technique uses a suitable dis-
count rate to find the present
value of the future cash flow
of new businesses. Since the

start-ups are generally consid-
ered high risk for investments,
a higher discount rate is
applied for calculating the
present values. A market mul-
tiple approach is one of the
most popular valuation tech-
niques where a base multiple
is calculated based on the
worth of any recent invest-
ment in a start-up in the
same industry. The business in
question is then analysed
based on this base multiple.

So, there are numerous
valuation techniques avail-
able to value any start-up. No
one technique is superior to
the other. A slight change in
technique can change the per-
ception about investing in
new ventures. 

Overall, the monetary
aspect is just one side of val-
uation. It is also important that
a venture capitalist or an angel
investor delves into the impor-
tance of human capital.
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Yangon: Police in Myanmar on
Friday opened fire on protest-
ers against last month’s military
coup, killing one man, as inter-
national condemnation rained
down on the junta ahead of a
United Nations Security
Council meeting to discuss
the crisis.

The violence took place as
the military lost a tussle over
leadership of its UN mission in
New York and the United States
announced new sanctions tar-
geting military conglomerates
after the deaths of dozens of
civilian protesters.Activists
demanding the restoration of
the elected government of vet-
eran democracy champion
Aung San Suu Kyi held more
demonstrations in several
towns and cities, with a crowd
of thousands marching peace-
fully through the second city of
Mandalay.

“The stone age is over,
we’re not scared because you
threaten us,” the crowd chant-
ed.

Police opened fire and one
man was killed, witnesses and
a doctor told Reuters by tele-
phone.

In the main city of Yangon,
police fired rubber bullets and
stun grenades to disperse pro-

testers who had been joined by
about 100 doctors in white
coats, witnesses said.

Crowds also gathered in
the town of Pathein, to the west
of Yangon, and in central
Myingyan, where dozens of
women in straw hats held up
signs calling for Suu Kyi’s
release, witnesses said.

On Thursday, police broke
up rallies with tear gas and
gunfire in several cities but
their crackdown was more
restrained than on Wednesday,
when the United Nations said
38 people were killed in the
bloodiest day of protests.

In all, at least 55 people
have been killed since the Feb.
1 coup.

UN human rights chief
Michelle Bachelet demanded
the security forces halt what she
called their “vicious crack-
down on peaceful protesters”.
Bachelet said more than 1,700
people had been arrested,
including 29 journalists.

A spokesman for the ruling
military council did not answer
telephone calls seeking com-
ment.

Singapore has been the
most outspoken of Myanmar’s
neighbours and its foreign

minister, Vivian Balakrishnan,
said it was a “national shame”
for armed forces to use
weapons against their people.

The International
Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies said
some Red Cross volunteers
had been injured and wrong-
fully arrested and Red Cross
ambulances had been dam-
aged. It called for a halt to the
violence.

The military seized power
on Feb. 1, saying that the land-
slide victory of Suu Kyi’s
National League for
Democracy (NLD) in an elec-
tion in November was fraudu-
lent. The electoral commission
has said the ballot was fair.

The junta has promised to
hold new elections at an unspec-
ified date, but activists have
rejected that and demand the
release of Suu Kyi, who has been
held in detention since the coup.

Condemnation of the coup
and subsequent violence has
come largely from the West,
with Mynamar’s Asian neigh-
bours, including India, mostly
more restrained. The junta can
count on some support from
Russia and China — a major
investor — at the United
Nations. AP

Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan has con-
vened a meeting of his allies on
Friday to firm up his strategy,
a day ahead of seeking a vote
of confidence from the
National Assembly following a
key defeat in this week’s close-
ly-contested Senate elections.

Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) candidate
and former prime minister
Yusuf Raza Gilani defeated
ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) candidate Abdul Hafeez
Shaikh on Wednesday, in a
major blow to Khan, who had
personally campaigned for his
Cabinet colleague.

The defeat of the finance
minister in the elections to the
upper house prompted calls for
resignation of Khan by the
Opposition leaders.

Khan hit back by announc-
ing to seek a vote of confidence
from the National Assembly on
Saturday. Shaikh was defeated

by a margin of 5 votes.
President Arif Alvi has sum-

moned the session on Saturday
where Khan’s PTI is determined
to prove his majority with the
help of allied parties. Khan is
expected to meet lawmakers
from Mutahida Qaumi
Movement Pakistan (MQM-P),
Pakistan Muslim League Quaid-
e-Azam (PML-Q) and Grand
Democratic Alliance (GDA) to
discuss the vote of confidence.

Sources in the PTI said that
GDA has some issues as its can-
didate for Senate seat lost in
Sindh Assembly and the Prime
Minister would like to address
the concerns in the meeting.
Similarly, he will try to assure
the MQM-P about its concerns
regarding the issues faced by
Karachi.

Khan needs the support of
171 lawmakers in the National
Assembly, currently having 340
members out of total 342, as
two seats are vacant.

Minister for Science Fawad
Chaudhry said that Khan will

easily win the confidence vote
as PTI’s woman candidate for
Senate, Fouzia Arshad, got 174
votes on Wednesday and won
in the house where Shaikh got
164 votes and was defeated.

“The requisite support is
available and Khan will easily
win,” he said.

Education Minister Shafqat
Mahmood said that the vote of
confidence will be held in an
open setting, which means that
it will be hard for any PTI law-
makers to openly defy the
Prime Minister.

However, Opposition lead-
ers are calling it a victory that
Khan was forced to seek a vote
of confidence, saying it was a
sign of weakness and will final-
ly lead to his ouster.

“The Prime Minister has
lost the moral ground to
remain in power and winning
the vote of confidence is imma-
terial,” said Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi, former premier and
leader of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz. PTI

Beijing: As the ice-covered
parts of the Arctic Ocean melt
due to climate change, China
has flagged its interest to take
part in building “Polar Silk
Road”, raising prospects for the
emergence of a new sea route.

China will participate in
the pragmatic cooperation on

the Arctic and the building of
a “Polar Silk Road,” the state-
run Xinhua news agency quot-
ed the draft outline of the
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-
2025) for national economic
and social development and the
long-range objectives to the
year 2035.

Both the plans were sub-
mitted to China’s National
People’s Congress (NPC), the
country’s Parliament which
began its annual session here
on Friday. Connecting the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the
Transpolar Sea Route (TSR)
will cut across the centre of the

Arctic Ocean, passing close to
the North Pole.

While it could significant-
ly reduce distances for global
trade, it remains frozen over
for most of the year, making it
much harder to traverse than
the two Arctic shipping routes
currently available. PTI 
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The White House has said
that the situation on the

ground in Myanmar is “trou-
bling” and the Biden adminis-
tration has been working close-
ly with its partners in the
region.

White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki told
reporters at her daily news
conference on Thursday that
the Biden administration has

taken sanction steps to send a
clear message that the coup in
Myanmar is unacceptable.

“The situation on the
ground in Burma is troubling,”
she said.

The Biden administration
has been working closely with
its partners in the region, Psaki
said.

At a separate news confer-
ence, State Department
spokesperson Ned Price said
that the US is deeply 

saddened by reports that secu-
rity forces in Myanmar killed
as many as 24 people on March
3.

“We strongly condemn 
the use of violence by 
Burmese (Myanmarese) 
security forces against the
Burmese people, including
peaceful protesters, journal-
ists and civil society. We con-
tinue to urge the Burmese mil-
itary to exercise maximum
restraint,” he said. 

Beijing: The largely pro-Beijing
committee that elects Hong
Kong’s leader will also choose
some members of the legislature,
a top Chinese official announced
Friday as part of a major revamp
that will increase Chinese con-
trol over Hong Kong politics.

“The Election Committee
has been given the new function
of electing a relatively large pro-
portion of Legislative Council
members and directly partici-
pating in the nomination of all
candidates for the Legislative

Council,” Wang Chen, vice-
chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National
People’s Congress, said during
the annual session in Beijing.

Wang added that the size,
composition and formation
method of the current election
committee will also be adjusted,
and that the chief executive will
continue to be elected by the
election committee.

Currently, half of the city’s
70-member Legislative Council
is directly elected by voters.

The other half is elected by
professional or special interest
groups from sectors such as
insurance, engineering and
agriculture. With the largely
pro-Beijing election commit-
tee nominating all candidates
for the legislature, opposition
figures could be barred from
running in elections. AP

Washington: Worried about
continuing threats, the acting
chief of the US Capitol Police
has appealed to congressional
leaders to use their influence to
keep National Guard troops at
the Capitol, two months after
the law enforcement break-
downs of the deadly January 6
insurrection.

Yogananda Pittman told
the leaders Thursday in a letter
obtained by The Associated
Press that the board that over-
sees her department has so far
declined to extend an emer-
gency declaration required by
the Pentagon to keep
Guardsmen who have assisted
Capitol officers since the riot.

Pittman said she needed the
leaders’ assistance with the
three-member Capitol Police
Board, which reports to them.
She said the board has sent her
a list of actions it wants her to
implement, though she said it
was unclear whether the points
were orders or just recommen-
dations. 

The letter underscored the

confusion over how best to
secure the Capitol after a dismal
lack of protection in January
and biting criticism for law
enforcement’s handling of the
invasion. And it came as author-
ities spent the day on high
alert, primed for a “possible
plot” by a militia group to
storm the building again, two
months after Trump supporters
smashed through windows and
doors in an insurrection meant
to halt the certification of Joe
Biden’s presidential victory. 

The list in the letter to law-
makers included a partial
removal of the imposing fence
encircling the Capitol grounds
starting Monday and a draw-
down of the Guard to 900
troops from the current 5,200
remaining in Washington.

Police want to keep the
fence indefinitely. In her let-
ter, Pittman said she would
ask for a drawdown of the
deployment “based on the
threat environment and phys-
ical and operational security
capabilities.” AP
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YouTube has removed five
channels run by Myanmar’s

military for violating its com-
munity guidelines and terms of
service. 

The company said Friday
that it terminated channels of
broadcasters Myawaddy Media,
MRTV, WD Online
Broadcasting, MWD Variety
and MWD Myanmar. The
decision follows a February 1
military coup that ousted the
country’s elected government,
provoking massive public
protests. 

“We have terminated a
number of channels and
removed several videos from
YouTube in accordance with
our community guidelines and
applicable laws,” YouTube said
in an emailed statement. 
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Yangon: Electricity supply was
cut across many areas of
Myanmar on Friday because of
a “system breakdown”, accord-
ing to multiple government
agencies.

People started posting on
Twitter and Facebook about the
widespread blackouts across
commercial hub Yangon at
around 1:30 pm local time
(0600 GMT).

“A system breakdown is
causing power outages across
the country,” reported Yangon
Electricity Supply Corporation
in central Yangon’s Yankin
township.

Further north in the city of
Magway, along the Irrawaddy
River, the region’s Electricity
Supply enterprise reported the
same.

Netizens on Facebook —

an extremely popular platform
in Myanmar — similarly
reported electricity blackouts in
other parts of the country.

The supply cut comes as
the junta has tightened its
chokehold on communications,
blocking social media plat-
forms — which people have
skirted by downloading VPNs
— and imposing a nightly
internet shutdown. AP
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Information technology (IT)
sector remained in the pos-

itive terrain throughout the
Covid-19 pandemic period and
its sales increased by 5.2 per
cent year-on-year in the third
quarter of 2020-21, according
to the RBI data on performance
of private sector corporate
released on Friday.

The data is drawn from
abridged quarterly financial
results of 2,692 listed non-
government non-financial
(NGNF) companies.

With gradual eas-
ing of restrictions related to the
COVID-19 pandemic and
rebound in demand condi-
tions, sales of 1,685 manufac-
turing companies expanded
by 7.4 per cent (Y-o-Y) in
October-December quarter of
2020-21 after recording con-
traction during the preceding
six quarters. 
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In comments seen as defend-
ing income tax raids on

Bollywood actor Taapsee
Pannu and filmmaker Anurag
Kashyap, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday
said the same persons were
raided in 2013 as well, but no
issue was made out then as it
is being done now.

Refusing to comment on
individual cases, she said it is
in the national interest to know
if some evasion is happening.

"First of all, I am not com-
menting on any A or B indi-
vidual. (But) since the names
were taken, (I want to say) the
very same names were raided
in 2013," she said in an inter-
action with journalists at IWPC
(Indian Women’s Press Corps).

It "wasn’t an issue (in 2013).
It’s an issue now," she said.

She, however, did not talk
about the outcome of the 2013
raids and if any follow-up
action was taken in the last
seven years.

The Income Tax
Department on March 3 began
raids on the homes and offices
of Pannu and Kashyap as well
as his partners, who launched
the now-shuttered production

house Phantom Films.
The searches, part of a tax

evasion probe against Phantom
Films, carried out across 30
locations in Mumbai and Pune,
also covered Reliance
Entertainment group CEO
Shibhasish Sarkar and some
executives of celebrity and tal-
ent management companies
KWAN and Exceed.

Asked to comment on the
raids, Sitharaman spoke of the
2013 raids not being an issue
and they suddenly become one
now.

"Answer it for the
hypocrisy or answer it, saying
from then this is happening till
now, what’s the matter (with
now)," she said. "In the nation-
al interest, do we want to know
if there is some evasion hap-
pening."

Pannu and Kashyap are
both known to be outspoken in
their views on a range of issues.
"I don’t know. I am not com-
menting on a particular case. 

But if that relates to par-
ticular names I want to ask -
should we raise questions
whether there was a serious
omission and commission or
should we raise a question
about ‘oh it’s happening now’?"
Sitharaman said. 
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Benchmark BSE Sensex tum-
bled over 440 points and

the NSE Nifty cracked below
the psychological 15,000-level
on Friday due to profit book-
ing in financials and IT stocks
in line with relentless sell-offs
in global equities as US bond
market turmoil continued to
rattle investors.

The 30-share BSE barom-
eter declined by 440.76 points
or 0.87 per cent to close at
50,405.32, continuing its falling
trend for the second day due to
concerns over bond yields.
Intra-day, the index swung
around 726 points.

The NSE barometer Nifty
ended lower by 142.65 points
or 0.95 per cent at 14,938.10.

"Domestic equities cor-
rected for second consecutive
day as rise in 10-Year USA

Treasury yields and commen-
tary from Federal Reserve
chairman on rising bond yields
weighed on investors’ senti-
ments. Barring FMCG, all key
sectoral indices witnessed
sharp pullback with metals
and PSU bank indices wit-
nessing steeper correction in
the range of 3-4 per cent,” said
Binod Modi, Head - Strategy at
Reliance Securities.

Over the last two sessions,
the Sensex has shed 1,039.33
points or 2.02 per cent and the
Nifty has lost 307.5 points or
2.01 per cent. However, on
weekly basis, the Sensex gained
1,305.33 points or 2.65 per cent
and the Nifty added 408.95
points or 2.81 per cent. 

On the Sensex chart,
IndusInd Bank, SBI, Dr
Reddy’s, NTPC, ICICI Bank,
HCL Tech and Bajaj FinServ
emerged as major laggards.

On the other hand,
ONGC, Maruti, Kotak Bank,
Nestle and Ultratech 

Cement were among gain-
ers. Of the Sensex shares, 21
ended with losses.

Clearly, rising bond
yield fear, which appeared to
have softened last week, has
come to the fore again with
back-to-back sharp rise in USA
treasury yields, Modi said,
adding that a higher bond
yield reduces future earnings or
cash flow projections and
therefore premium valuations
of equities become doubtful.     

Foreign investors had
offloaded equities worth Rs
223.11 crore on a net basis in
Indian capital markets on
Thursday, according to
exchange data.

Among sectoral indices,
17 closed in the red and two
indices in the green on Friday.

������ �+,�'+-&�

India’s civil aviation sector,
which was heavily battered

by the Covid-19 pandemic,
added over 20 aircraft during
the year 2020.

The inductions are con-
sidered to be a sign of revival
as well as airlines reposing
their faith in the long-term
growth potential of the indus-

try.
Cumulatively, the coun-

try’s domestic airlines increased
their fleet by 21 aircraft last
year, taking the total count to
well above the 700-mark.

In a conversation with
IANS, Arun Kumar, Director
General of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), said: "Despite the
pandemic, domestic airlines

added new aircraft to their
fleets. 

"The country’s total com-
mercial aircraft fleet reached
716 by the end of the last year."

As per official figures, India
had 695 aircraft at the begin-
ning of 2020.

Last year, 73 aircraft were
added while 52 were sent back
to the lessors by the airlines.
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In an effort to strengthen
post-harvest supply chain

across the country and ensure
better returns to the farmers in
a big way, the central govern-
ment is working on a compre-
hensive plan of creating a world
class storage system and stan-
dardisation of warehouses
complying with the require-
ments of the Warehousing
Development and Regulation
Authority (WDRA).

A sure and silent change is
sweeping the country which is
going to help the farmers in a
big way and these changes will
not only strengthen post-har-
vest supply chain but will also
improve the returns to farmers
in many ways, said sources in
the Food Ministry.

Department of Food &
Public Distribution has pushed
for an ambitious plan through
Food Corporation of India
(FCI) for the development of
about 100 silos with capacity of
35.875 LMT (Lakh Metric
Tonnes), which will be road fed
and will work on ‘Hub and

Spoke’ model.
A road map of the same is

already in place and work has
started in all sincerity, said the
sources.

Hub and Spoke model will
be efficient and complexities
related to land acquisition for
rail siding silos are bypassed
since road fed silos, near to pro-
curement areas will help in
direct bulk grain procurement
from farmers, reduced turn-
around times for farmers and
quick intake and offtake of food
grains.

Incentives at various stages
of the project have been incor-
porated in the bid documents
for Hub and Spoke to attract
private investment.

These in-build incentives
shall incentivise the
Concessionaire to expedite pro-
ject implementation in an effi-
cient manner.

A world class storage sys-
tem in the country would
need standardisation of all
the warehouses under various
undertakings and an inte-
grated warehouse manage-
ment.

����� �+,�'+-&�

Markets regulator Sebi on
Friday came out with

guidelines on votes cast by
mutual funds to further
improve transparency and
encourage such fund houses to
diligently exercise their voting
rights in best interest of the unit
holders.

Mutual funds, including
their passive investment
schemes like index funds,
exchange-traded funds (ETFs),
will be required to cast votes
compulsorily in respect of relat-
ed party transactions of the
investee companies and cor-
porate governance matters,
Sebi said in a circular.

In addition, mutual funds
will have to cast votes on cor-
porate governance matters,
including changes in the state

of incorporation, merger and
other corporate restructuring,
and anti-takeover provisions as
well as capital structure, includ-
ing increases and decreases of
capital and preferred stock
issuances.

Also, casting of votes
would be necessary for stock
option plans and other man-
agement compensation issues,
social and corporate respon-
sibility issues, appointment
and removal of directors and
any other issue that may affect
the interest of the unit hold-
ers.

In case of the mutual
funds having no economic
interest on the day of voting,
Sebi said it may be exempted
from compulsorily casting of
votes.

The vote would be cast at
the mutual fund level. 
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The rupee slumped by 19
paise to close below the 73

mark against the US currency
on Friday due to a stronger dol-
lar and risk aversion in the
global markets.

The greenback rose to a
three-month high against a
basket of world currencies after
US Fed chairman dismissed
concerns over rising US bond
yields. Crude oil prices also
advanced which hit the rupee
sentiment.
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In the history of Indian televi-
sion, there have been many
shows which entertained the

audience for years. However,
there have been very few that
have gone on to achieve a leg-
endary status so that people rem-
inisce about them fondly long
after they were first aired. One
such show was Wagle Ki Duniya,
created by the famous cartoonist
— RK Laxman. It is a highly relat-
able storyline with beautifully
crafted characters which made
the nation fall in love with the
simple story of a common man.
The RK Laxman classic has
recently received a new lease of
life as Sony SAB presents its
adaptation — Wagle Ki Duniya -
Nayi Peedhi, Naye Kissey. We
talk to Usha Laxman, the car-
toonist’s daughter-in-law, about
the world that he created, how it
always reflected varied hues of a
common man’s life, and why the
show is still iconic. Excerpts:  

�Recently, in an interview, you
mentioned that the new series is
based on the same concept but
on different grounds. What set
it apart? 

The story has been set in
today’s time with the new gener-
ation of Wagle and family. It’s a
warm, slice-of-life story which
revolves around Rajesh Wagle, a
simple, family loving man, who
aspires for a better lifestyle for
himself and his family, yet is hes-
itant to take risks and move with
the times. The show portrays the
strong value system and humble
upbringing of the middle-class of

today, their daily life and issues.
With a change in the generation,
the nature of issues has changed
too, the middle-class of today has
progressed and evolved with
times but at the same time they
also have a newer set of dilemmas
as compared to earlier times.

So Aatish (Kapadia, one of
the creators) is trying to look into
the original Wagle... and see how
he could bring forth the similar
situations and fit them into the
present times. Of course, an orig-
inal can never lose its charm, and
whatever you do later, it becomes
just an adaptation. So if you look
at it as an adapted version, I think
Aatish is doing an amazing job for
two reasons: First, he has kept the
concept of life alive, which is the
way dad (RK Laxman) used to
look at it in the original Wagle...
Second, he has given it moral val-
ues and an emotional connect.

�How did the original version
happen?

Tina Khote, daughter-in-law
of Durga Khote, approached dad
(RK Laxman) and said why not
bring your cartoons on to the
television. How about looking at
it in a different way altogether. He
agreed to it. But the common
man in his cartoons does not
speak. He wanted to create some-
thing based on the concept and
ideology that he had of common
man’s life, to bring out the
humour in every situation. He
then created a character, a person
who is going to actually present
every situation of a common
man’s life.

�Why do you think Wagle... is
still iconic?

The show has celebrated the
aspirations of a middle class fam-

ily. RK Laxman has immortilized
the common man with sarcasm
that brought smiles to millions. His
intelligence and humour helped

people survive at that time. And
people till date find empathy in his
work. It’s basically because he
looked at situations through the
common man’s eyes. And people
used to look at him through his
depiction of a common man. Even
today, no matter who I have gone
and spoken to... Right from the top
notch people to the low-line ones,
of course at the professional level,
everybody’s response was “what a
legend he was.” After all, it was a
common man who was his repre-
sentation. That’s the goodwill he
has left behind.

His work is very much relevant
even today. He has covered every

topic under the sun, be it politics,
science, social or any other. He has
tapped into the common man and
his life. Even today, when we are
facing a pandemic, his cartoons are
so relevant. There have been so
many of his cartoons related to
viruses in general, which came very
close to what was happening and
what we were facing today. So, I feel
his representation is eternal.

He always said that the digni-
ty, sophistication, and perfection of
his work is what he wanted in
Wagle Ki Duniya as well. I think
that’s what brought him success
through the show — the level of
subtlety and reality he brought in

as far as comedy was concerned. He
used to explain how one needs to
bring humour in a very subtle way
and bring down comedy to the level
of reality, exactly how you and I
would face every day. 

�RK Laxman’s appeal to the pre-
sent generation...

The current generation has
their own medium of entertain-
ment, through which they watch
anything they want at any time. I
sincerely feel the concept of his
show might prove to be an inspi-
ration for the millennials, teaching
them the true meaning of family,
the subtlety of humour and concept
of life. 

If dad would have been alive
today, I don’t think he would pin
point and bring forth something as
a message to the current genera-
tion. He was a person who used to
go with the flow of the situation.
From the early 40s till date if you
actually analyse his cartoons, they
used to change as per the situation
and as per each decade. He always
used to tell my daughter to fulfill
her dreams and read a lot. He was
very particular about that because,
for him, it’s the only thing that gives
one enough knowledge. It helps you
comprehend any situation and has
power to make you see things
from another person’s point of
view. If I have to address the pre-
sent generation on his behalf, I
think this is what he would say,
“Please read and gain knowledge as
much as you can because that’s the
only treasure that is going to make
you independent and handle situ-
ation in a matured way.”

In the modern world, women have
ventured and excelled across various

domains of work, including the Indian
Armed Forces. Today, the women of
India are walking shoulder to shoulder
with men in the Indian Army, uphold-
ing the honour of our country. To cel-
ebrate the strength and power of such
women, National Geographic India
will be premiering a special film —
Women of Honour: Destination Army —
as a part of its Women of Honour series
on International Women’s Day. 

The 44-minute special chronicles
the riveting tale of two lady cadets at the
esteemed institute of Officers Training
Academy, Chennai. With an aim to
break society-stereotypes, the film cap-
tures how empowered women trans-
form and transcend themselves through
a rigorous process of mental, physical
and weapon training, drills, tactics,
intellectual development and leadership
training to become Army Officers. 

“With our compelling narratives,
we are always chasing the big questions,
challenging beliefs and transforming the
way we perceive and understand our
world. Our Women’s Day special film

is an exemplar of what a woman can
achieve with sheer determination and
perseverance as we take viewers
through the fascinating tale of two lady
cadets at the training academy. We are

looking to bring inspirational stories
such as these, through our series and are
happy that the Indian Army and the
Officers Training Academy chose us to
be their partners to bring this story to

our audience,” said Kevin Vaz, President
& Head - Infotainment, Kids &
Regional Entertainment Channels, Star
& Disney India. 

“We started inducting women into
the Army in the early 90s. Earlier, there
were apprehensions on whether they
would be able to cope with the work-
load and demands of service life.
Today, I can say with a lot of pride that
they have risen to the occasion and have
performed all their tasks exceedingly
well. We have come a long way and the
day is not too far off when a women
officer will be a Commanding Officer
of the unit; based purely on merit,” said
General MM Naravane Chief of Army
Staff in the film. 

(The film premieres on National
Geographic at 9 pm on March 8.)

Actor Varun Sharma says
going inside a theatre after

a year was a special moment for
him. Varun entered a theatre
for promotional activity around
his forthcoming film Roohi,
along with the film’s team in the
capital. The actor posted a pic-
ture on Instagram where he is
seen bowing down in the the-
atre as a mark of respect.

In a long post with the
image, he wrote, “For us, actors,
cinema halls and multiplexes
are nothing short of shrines. A
year back, when the on-going
pandemic hit us hard and the-
atres had to stay shut, the
entire cinema industry incurred
massive losses. But more
importantly, it took an emo-
tional toll on us. Today after
one year, I visited the theatre
and I feel so much gratitude in
my heart.”

He also shared his journey
as an actor and how he became
a movie buff while growing up.
“I grew up in a middle class
family in Jalandhar. I knew no
one in showbiz. Despite all
that, I wanted to be an actor for
the only time I was utterly and
truly happy was when I would
be before the big screen living
the magic and absorbing the
larger-than-life charm of Hindi
films. Soon, first day first shows
became a way of life and before
I knew it, I was seduced into the
world of movies. When my first
film Fukrey released in 2013
and I took my family to the the-
atres to watch it on the big
screen, it was rather over-
whelming. When my mother
saw me on the screen, she
broke down. It was an emotion-
al moment for the entire fam-
ily. Back in Jalandhar, people
were proud of me because they

saw me on the silver screen,” he
wrote.

He also talked about his
film Roohi releasing in theatres.

“As my forthcoming film
Roohi is all set to hit the theatres
on March 11, I am elated
beyond words. I am happy to
share this special film with my
audience who has been waiting

to watch me for the past two
years. It is my first release after
Chhichhore that released in
2019. Let us come together and
relive the magic. But don’t for-
get to stay safe, wear your
masks and enjoy the roller-
coaster ride that Roohi is,” he
said as signed off.
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Actor Abhishek Banerjee, is
back again to win the hearts of

the viewers with his forthcoming
anthology film Ajeeb Dastaans,
produced by Dharma Productions.
Headlining the movie, Abhishek
has been paired opposite Nushrratt
Bharuccha, but what’s more inter-
esting for the viewers is that the
duo will be seen reunited after two
years on the silver screen to work
together for their current venture.

Abhishek and Nushrratt col-
laborated for the first time on Raaj
Shandiliyaa’s Dream Girl, which
proved to be a success on both crit-
ical and commercial front. A very
close source to the actor, shared,
“For Ajeeb Dastaans, Abhishek will
be seen with Nushrratt Bharuccha
where he will be playing a roman-
tic role for the first time. The duo

met after a long gap and was quite
ecstatic to reunite after so long.
Both of them really enjoyed shoot-
ing and had a great experience
working together.”

Given that the duo was
applauded for their performances
individually in Dream Girl, their
reunion in Ajeeb Dastaans is sure
to leave everyone excited. The
film is an anthology of four
strangely contrasting stories that
delve into fractured relationships
and unexplored spaces.

Although Abhishek is cur-
rently shooting for Amar Kaushik’s
Bhediyaan in Arunachal Pradesh,
he is all set to entertain his fans
with Akarsh Khurana’s Rashmi
Rocket, Umesh Shukla’s Aankh
Micholi and Satram Ramani’s
Helmet.
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The planet earth is perfect.
Everything about our
world — its size, its dis-

tance from the sun, its spin and
tilt, its moon —  is perfectly suit-
ed to our existence, and our
planet’s natural forces perfectly
nurture life. A global weather
system circulates and distributes
fresh water to all corners of the
globe, marine currents deliver
nutrients to even the deepest
reaches of the ocean, sunlight
warms and energises every-
thing it touches, and powerful
volcanoes create and fertilise the
land. As a result, there is literal-
ly no part of our planet where
life can’t be found.

The five-part series — A
Perfect Planet — is a unique
fusion of blue chip natural his-
tory and earth science that
explains how our living planet
operates. It shows how the forces
of nature drive, shape and sup-
port earth’s great diversity of
wildlife. The first four episodes
explore the power of volcanoes,
sunlight, weather and oceans.
The final episode in the series
looks at the dramatic impact of
the world’s newest force of
nature: Humans, and what
can be done to restore our
planet’s perfect balance.

It takes us on a stunning
visual journey from lands
drenched by the Indian mon-
soon to the slopes of fiery
Hawaiian volcanoes, the tidal
islands of the Bahamas and the
frozen wastes of Ellesmere
Island. This is a series that will
change the way we see our
home. We will witness time
and again how the lives of ani-
mals are driven and enabled by
our planet’s great natural
forces. Excerpts: 

�What was the idea behind
the series?

Huw Cordey and I felt
strongly that nobody had ever
really done justice to the power
and beauty of the natural
forces that shape all life on our
planet. There have, of course,
been many weather shows,
but even these never reached
the quality and ambition of this
blue chip landmark series. We
were attracted to the fact that

most people see the forces of
nature, such as volcanic activ-
ity, as negative and destructive.
However, this could not be fur-
ther from the truth. We also
liked the idea of telling the
story of our planet’s forces
through the eyes of the animals
and plants whose lives they

dominate. Finally, we felt this
series could not have been
more timely. Everyone is ques-
tioning whether mankind has
upset ‘A Perfect Planet’ and we
were determined that our last
episode would answer this
question in a powerful and
honest way.

�How does this series move
forward from previous natur-
al history series?

Combining the very best
natural history footage with
powerful images of the forces of
nature has never been attempt-
ed in this way before. We are
proud that big global stories have
been told through the lives of
engaging animal characters. The
environmental narrative runs
throughout the whole series
but the final episode has to be
the most powerful environ-
mental message ever in any
natural history landmark series.

�What does it mean to have Sir
David Attenborough present?

Sir David’s skill as a commu-
nicator goes without question. It
comes with an authority that was
critical to this series. This is par-
ticularly true of the final episode
where, his presence in vision,
adds so much to this complex
and difficult message.

�What has been your favourite
moment in the whole series?

There are so many wonder-
ful sequences. I find it almost
impossible to choose one
favourite moment. However, if
pressed, it would have to be the
extraordinary spectacle of
flamingos nesting on Lake
Natron that opens episode one.
It is one of the most extraordi-
nary survival stories in nature,
absolutely beautifully shot. It
combines epic aerial images,
captured as never seen before,
with a really dramatic narrative
and intimate character portraits.

(The series premieres on
March 8 at 9 pm on Sony BBC
Earth.)

Actor Prachi Desai will be
seen essaying a police offi-

cer for the first time in her film
Silence... Can You Hear It. She
says essaying the role made her
a bit nervous.

The first character poster of
Prachi Desai has been unveiled
and talking about her look,
Prachi said: “I play the role of
a cop in Silence… Can You Hear
It. My character Sanjana works
in tandem with ACP Avinash,
played by Manoj Bajpayee sir.
She is determined, sleek, sharp-
minded, with the wit of a fox
that has a hunger for challenges.
This is the first time that I am
playing the role of a police offi-
cer, which made me a wee bit
nervous but overall it was a

memorable and tremendous
learning experience,” she added.

The film traces the story of
the mysterious disappearance
of a woman. As she prepares to
leave her house, a tragedy
befalls following which the
woman disappears only to have
her corpse turn up a day later,
discovered by trekkers.

Produced by ZEE Studios
and directed by Aban Bharucha
Deohans, the film also stars
Manoj Bajpayee and Arjun
Mathur in pivotal roles, along
with Sahil Vaid, Vaquar, Barkha
Singh, Shirish Sharma, Sohaila
Kapoor, Amit Thakkar and
Garima Yagnik.

(The film premieres on
March 26.)
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Rishabh Pant changed his
game-plan and in turn
India’s fortunes with a

magnificent century, helping
the side snatch control from
England’s grip to finish the sec-
ond day at a robust 294 for 7 in
the final Test here on Friday.

England dominated the first
two sessions and India looked in
all sorts of trouble before Pant
(101 off 118 balls) suddenly
decided to catch the opposition
by the scruff of their necks,
effortlessly changing gears in
company of Washington Sundar
(60, 117 balls, 8x4).

The duo added 113 runs in
26 overs but more importantly,
landed an exquisite ‘left-hook’
on England’s hopes of turning
party-poopers, having already
conceded a first innings lead of
89 runs.

At stumps, Washington was
still at the crease with Axar Patel
(11). For someone, who has
always been panned for his lack
of game awareness, it was Pant
2.0 at play where he defended
when it was necessary but
unlocked his brutal attacking
instincts when required.

The first 50 came off 82 balls
and the next off 33 balls with
Washington being the ideal foil,
holding one end well en route to
his third half century in Test
cricket. Just like playing a single
spinner in the third Test was a
blunder, England paid the price
for playing a bowler short as
their main four got tired during
the final session.

In Virender Sehwag style,
Pant deposited Dom Bess into
the ‘cow corner’ of the stands
against the turn, to complete his
third Test hundred, first at

home, having missed at least five
in recent years.

When he finally got out,
Root’s frustrated expres-
sion was a dead giveaway
that the match was now
out of hand for England,
having conceded as many as
141 runs in a single session.

Pant had hit 13 fours and
two sixes during an innings
which, in all likelihood, will
earn him the ‘Man of the
Match’ award.

Ben Stokes (22-6-73-2)
troubled the Indians with
reared up deliveries, one
of those got skipper Virat
Kohli (0), but there was no trou-
ble for Pant, who would gleeful-
ly pull the England all-rounder.

The audacity with which he
came down the track against
Anderson (20-11-40-3), deposit-
ing him over extra cover for a
boundary, could have taken
anyone’s breath away.

So subtly Pant changed the
pace of his innings, that even
Root didn’t know what hit his
team which looked in control
when India went into the tea at
153 for 6.

Pant was then batting on 36,
defending the deliveries that
would turn and jump off the
rough while playing Anderson
and Stokes judiciously.

England till then had main-
tained the shine of the ball well
but post tea as the ball got soft,
Pant took charge. 

With Washington looking
solid at the other end, Root
asked Jack Leach (23-5-66-2) to
come round the wicket and the
idea played into Pant’s hands as

the visi-
tors didn’t attack
the rough areas
enough. It was one
fascinating day of
Test cricket where
flamboyant players
like Rohit Sharma
(49 off 144 balls)
and Pant traded
their natural
attacking instincts
for a more conser-
vative approach.

The pitch
wasn’t very
difficult to
bat on but
cer tainly
not as easy
as Pant
made it
look with
his devil-
may-care
approach
which later
rubbed on
Sundar.
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Rishabh Pant’s attacking style
of batting has the Indian

team management’s mandate
as long as he gets the “job done”
more often than not and people
should cut him some slack
when there is an odd failure,
feels senior batsman Rohit
Sharma.

“Pant has his own style of
batting. Obviously there have
been messages, as to how he
needs to approach his innings.
He seems to be batting in his
own style which is great from
our perspective as well, because
he seems to be getting the job
done, which is more important,”
Rohit said at the post-match
press conference.

Rohit could empathise a
lot with Pant as he too has seen
the flip side of being rated as a
talent which comes with its
own share of ruthless scrutiny.

“You should have a mix of
players in your squad. There
would be a few guys who would
play respectfully, then you need
someone who will take those
chances, be courageous, which
is absolutely fine for team man-
agement as long as he gets the
job done,” said the India white
ball vice-captain.

He urged one and all not to

nitpick Pant’s occasional failures
which come with the package.

“But there will be times
when he will play his shots and
he will get out and I don’t want
anyone to get upset with that.
Because he is someone, who will
play an innings like that to get
the team from a tough situation
to suddenly within a span of one
hour, the team starts looking dif-
ferent.”

Rohit feels that even Pant
can play freely with the backing
of the team management.

“People like Pant, you need
to back their skills, back their
ability and management under-
stands that and he has been
given the freedom as well which
is very important from my per-
spective as I completely under-
stand from a batsman’s point of
view.

“When you have captain
and coach backing you, how
important a feeling is that to
have as a player. Pant seems to
have that now. He will give you
knocks like this every now and
then but I don’t want anyone to
make opinions about how he got
out playing bad shots.”

“At the end of the day, we
need these (kind of) guys who
can take those chances and
bring the team at a position
which no one was expecting.”
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Australia crushed New Zealand by
50 runs in a low-scoring fourth

T20I on Friday to level the series at
2-2.

The result sets up a winner-takes-
all blockbuster in the final match at
the same venue on Sunday, with
Australia in red-hot form after strug-
gling early in the series.

The Australians scored 156/6 in
their 20 overs after winning the toss
and electing to bat. In reply, New
Zealand were all out for 106 after 18.5
overs.

Captain Aaron Finch anchored
the tourists’ innings with a gritty 79,
making him Australia’s most prolif-
ic T20I run scorer on 2,310, ahead of
David Warner’s 2,265.

Finch chiselled out his 14th T20
half-century off 55 balls before cut-
ting loose with four sixes in the final
over, in which Kyle Jamieson conced-
ed 26 runs. But he struggled for part-
ners as the Black Caps pinned back

Australia’s batters with accurate bowl-
ing and a steady flow of wickets.

Despite his player-of-the-match
batting performance, Finch singled
out his bowling attack for praise, say-
ing they were outstanding on a wick-
et that did noy play as expected.

“I thought we adapted really
well, it was a really polished perfor-
mance with the ball,” he said.

Paceman Kyle Richardson ended
with the best figures of 3/19, but spin-
ners Ashton Agar, Adam Zampa
and Glenn Maxwell all contributed
with two wickets each.

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi was the
pick of the New Zealand bowlers,
claiming 3/32.
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Olympic Silver medallist P V
Sindhu advanced to the semi-

finals of the Swiss Open Super 300
tournament with a straight-game
win over Thai Busanan
Ongbamrungphan but it turned
out to be a dismal day for other
Indian shuttlers here on Friday.

World champion Sindhu took
a minute less than an hour to see
off a fighting Busanan, seeded
fifth, 21-16, 23-21 to set up a clash
with fourth seed Denmark’s fourth
seed Mia Blichfeldt.

Srikanth won his quarterfinal
match against K Wangcharoen by
21-19, 21-15 to enter the semifi-
nal of men’s singles where he will
next face former world No 1
Viktor Axelsen of Denmark in the
first semis.

However, it was a bad day in
office for other Indians in fray as

none of them could reach the last
four.

Olympic hopeful B Sai
Praneeth, who reached the final in
the last edition, lost 14-21, 17-21
to Malaysia’s Lee Zii Jia in 45 min-
utes to bow out of the tournament.

Ajay Jayaram’s campaign
ended after a demoralising 9-21,
6-21 loss to eighth seeded Thai
Kunlavut Vitidsarn in another
last eight men’s singles match.

Earlier, Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Ashwini
Ponnappa fought hard before
going down 17-21 21-16 8-21 to
fifth seeds Tan Kian Meng and Lai
Pei Jing of Malaysia in quarterfi-
nals of mixed doubles competi-
tion.

World No 10 pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty, seeded second, will
take on Ong Yew Sin and Teo Ee
Yi of Malaysia later in the day. 
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Olympic-bound star javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra

smashed his own national record
with a throw of 88.07m, which is
also the best of the year so far, in
a sensational return to action dur-
ing the third Indian Grand Prix
meet here on Friday.

Chopra hurled the spear to a
distance of 88.07cm in his fifth
attempt to obliterate his earlier
national record of 88.06m, sealed
during the gold-winning effort at
the 2018 Asian Games.

The 24-year-old Chopra
opened the competition with an
effort of 83.03m before having two

foul throws. After a fourth throw
of 83.36m, Chopra sent the javelin
to 88.07m amid loud cheers from
a sizeable audience at the NIS
Patiala. His final throw was
82.24m.

Chopra qualified for the
upcoming Tokyo Olympics in
January last year in an event in
South Africa during his training
stint in that country. That was also
the last competition he had taken
part before Friday.

Another Olympic-bound
javelin thrower, Shivpal Singh of
UP, was second with a best throw
of 81.63m while Sahil Silwal, rep-
resenting Haryana, was third with
a best effort of 80.65m.

The Tokyo Olympics qualifi-
cation mark in men’s javelin is 85m
and the Games record stands at
90.57m. The world record is, how-
ever, rather steep at 98.48m, set by
Czech Republic's Jan Zelezny in
1996.

There were other quality per-
formances that also drew the atten-
tion of critics and fans alike. Para-
athlete Sumit Antil, has also qual-
ified for the Tokyo Paralympics,
competed against able-bodied ath-
letes in the javelin throw event and
recorded a mark of 66.43m.

In the women’s events,  Annu
Rani tryst with throws in excess of
60m continued as she produced a
best of 61.98m on Friday.

Parma: Alexis Sanchez struck twice in the
second half for his first brace in the Inter
Milan jersey as his side moved six points
clear at the top of Serie A with a 2-1 win
over Parma on Thursday.

Romelu Lukaku had a role in both the
goals by his former Manchester United
teammate to give Antonio Conte’s side a
sixth consecutive league win.

Inter pull clear of second-placed AC
Milan who were held 1-1 against Udinese
with champions Juventus a further four
points adrift with a game in hand. 

“The improvement over last year is
obvious, but there are 13 games left and in
Serie A each is a battle,” warned boss
Antonio Conte. AFP
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Indian women’s ODI team
vice-captain Harmanpreet

Kaur on Friday said it was a
“tough call” to leave veteran
pacer Shikha Pandey out of the
upcoming limited-overs series
against South Africa and insist-
ed that she has not been
dropped for good.

The Indian women’s team
will play five ODIs and three
T20Is against South Africa,
starting here on Sunday, which
will mark the team’s return to
competitive cricket after almost
12 months.

Pandey’s omission from the
ODI and T20 teams for the
South Africa series created quite
a flutter. She was the India’s sec-
ond highest wicket-taker in
their previous assignment — the
T20 World Cup.

“I know it was a tough call,
sometimes, you need to give
chance to other players,” said
Harmanpreet, who is the cap-
tain of India’s T20 team.

“She is not dropped...
Sometimes you need to take
chances, after this tournament
we will be able to settle our com-
bination as we have a lot of
cricket coming up in next 2-3
years.”

The 31-year-old Pandey
has played 52 ODIs and 50
T20Is for India, taking 73 and
36 wickets respectively.

Talking about the upcom-
ing series, Kaur said there is no
rustiness in the side despite the
prolonged time away from game
and they will look to regain their
confidence with a good perfor-

mance against South Africa.
“I don’t think we are feeling

any rustiness, we are very excit-
ed, I know it is a long break,
sometimes things are not in
your control. I hope we will have
a great tournament,” she said.

“Every tournament is
important, and definitely South
Africa is one team which has
done very well in last couple of
years and for upcoming tourna-
ments, it is an advantage for us
to play well against them and
regain our confidence since we
are playing after a long time.”

Asked if the team is going
into the series with an unsettled
squad, Harmanpreet said:
“Before this series, we got 4-5
days to set our combinations.
We had open nets, we tried
some combinations. Before the
first game, we will fix what
needs to be fixed.

“We will see how we will go
about things, what to do with
our batting and bowling line up,
how to set our playing XI.”

Harmanpreet will complete
a century of ODIs on Sunday
and she said it will only moti-
vate her to do better.

“I didn’t know that (100th
ODI). I will be very excited
because first of all we are play-
ing after a long time and then
it is my 100th ODI so, both the
things will give me a lot of ener-
gy to play and I hope to do well,”
she said.

Harman hasn’t been able to
score a fifty in any format in the
last 10 matches since February
last year. “As a player, it doesn’t
matter if you haven’t played
cricket for long but you want to
perform for the team whenev-
er you get an opportunity,” she
said.

Ahmedabad: Rishabh Pant on Friday
said he has got the license to go for his shots

on most occasions but considering the
game situation on Friday, he had to
bide time before going for the most
outlandish of strokes during his sen-
sational innings. Pant plundered 13
fours and two sixes in his breathtak-
ing 101 off 118 balls, his third Test
hundred, on Day two. The reverse
sweep off the great James Anderson
was easily the most outrageous shot

he played on the day. When
asked about that particular

stroke after stumps, Pant
said: “You have to

p r e m e d i t a t e
reverse-flicks,

but if luck is
going your

way you
can take
the odd

chance.
“I get the license most of the time, but

I have to assess the situation and take the
game head on. I like to make the team win
and if the crowd is entertained by that, I’m
happy.”

Pant came in when India’s batsmen had
been choked for runs on a difficult track.
The 23-year-old displayed tremendous
game sense to first bide his time before tak-
ing a worn out attack to the cleaners. He
completed his hundred with an audacious
six off Dom Bess.

The southpaw, who not so long ago was
criticised for his reckless approach, said he
needed to be cautious considering the
match situation.

“If the bowlers are bowling well respect
it and take the singles, and that was on my
mind. I like to play the situation and I just
see the ball and react — that’s the USP
(unique selling point) of my game,” he said.

The 23-year-old anchored India’s
innings, sharing 41 with opener Rohit
Sharma (49 ) first and then forging a 113-
run partnership with Washington Sundar
(60 not out). PTI

Wellington: Spectators will be
allowed for Black Caps’ final T20I
against Australia as well as the New
Zealand women’s team fixture
against England here on Sunday
after Covid-19 related restrictions
were relaxed in Wellington.

“The relaxation of Wellington’s
Alert Level status means spectators
are now able to attend Sunday’s final
T20I double-header at Sky
Stadium,” New Zealand Cricket
said in a statement. PTI
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England’s spin-
bowling coach

Jeetan Patel on Friday
doffed his hat to young

wicket-keeper batsman
Rishabh Pant for taking
the game away with his
aggressive batting display
on the second day of the
fourth Test.

“When players are
allowed to play as well as

they are and showcase
the skills that they

can ... Rishabh Pant
is in this side to do
what he does, like he

did today, take
games away from
the opposition,”

Patel said at the vir-
tual post-day press

conference.
“He did it so well today,

you know, he struck out of the
middle, big applause to him.”

Pant found an able partner
in Washington Sundar (60
not out) as the two forged 113
runs for the seventh wicket to
pull India out of trouble after
it suffered a collapse.

“... He (Pant) certainly
came out after that tea break
and took it to us. He was in a
totally aggressive role and I
think it obviously paid off for
them getting a hundred,” Patel
said. 

“But the important part of
him was the partnership that
they created with Washington
Sundar and for them to bat
almost all the session without
losing a wicket, hats have to go
off (on) how they played there.”
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