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Lotus blooming in mire created by TMC: Modi

PM raps Didi for insulting people of Bengal, vows ashol poriborton; Mithun joins BJP

f
i
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a public meeting ahead of West Bengal Assembly elections at Brigade Parade

Ground in Kolkata on Sunday

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi explained the “pori-
borton” narrative during the
Sunday’s mega election rally at
Brigade Parade Ground in
Kolkata even as he launched a
blistering attack on Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for
“letting down and insulting
the people of Bengal” who had
reposed faith in her by voting
her to power in 2011.

“This will be the ashol

poriborton (real change) and
not the fake one unleashed by
the Trinamool Congress when
people brought Mamata didi
to power with great hopes, but
she betrayed them and chose
to play the limited role of a bua
(aunt) to her own bhatija
(nephew) considering not for
once the plights of lakhs of
other nephews that looked up
to her for respite;” said the PM,
taking a dig at the Chief
Minister for allegedly unleash-
ing a regime marked by “cor-

ruption and nepotism.

Cine star  Mithun
Chakrabarty on Sunday joined
the BJP in front of a massive
saffron crowd at the historic
Brigade Parade Ground in
Kolkata. The megastar, who
received praises from Modi,
said he had been inspired by
the PM’s ideas.

“Yes I have been involved
in some kind of extreme pol-
itics in my early years as I
wanted to do something for
the poor and downtrodden ...

now I have joined the BJP as
I have seen the PM doing the
works that correlate with my
dreams... So I have joined this
party and will campaign for
it the former TMC Rajya
Sabha member who shared an
excellent chemistry with the
erstwhile Left Government
too said.

Reciting a dialogue from
one of his movies where he
said, “I am a cobra ... whose
one bite will transform you into
a photo frame”

Attacking Mamata for
allowing “syndicate raj, tolaba-
ji (extortion) and corruption”
to flourish during her rule,
Modi said, “Your Government
has seen so many scams that a
‘scam Olympics’ can easily be
organised here”

The PM reminded “nepo-
tism” and “cut money” had
been the only considerations for
getting an appointment in
Government jobs. “But after the
BJP comes to power on May 2,
things will change forever... we
will bring ashol poriborton and
not the fake one.

“Bengal will become sonar
Bangla (golden Bengal) and
from city of joy Kolkata will
graduate into city of opportu-
nities... new flyovers will be
constructed, new infrastruc-
tures will be developed, indus-
trial investment which had
become a story of the past will
return to Bengal...

“The smaller cities and
towns will get adequate infra-

Cong accepts 25 seats
as DMK falls to yield

DMK to fight
on 180 seats,
deal inked

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B
CHENNAI

fter weeks of dilly-dallying,

the DMK allocated 25 seats
to the Indian National
Congress on Sunday for the
upcoming election to the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly.
The DMK will contest on 180
seats in the House of 234.

The deal was signed by
DMK chief MK Stalin and
president of Tamil Nadu
Congress Committee KS
Alagiri in the presence of All
India Congress Committee
leader Dinesh Gundu Rao.

“The DMK and the
Congress have sealed the seat-
sharing deal. The Congress
will contest on 25 Assembly
seats and the Kanyakumari
Lok Sabha seat. Both cadre will
now work together. We will win
big,” Rao said.

CAPSULE

INDIA, US DISCUSS
AFGHAN PEACE TALKS
New Delhi: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and US
special envoy for Afghanistan
Zalmay Khalilzad spoke over
phone on Sunday and

discussed the latest
developments pertaining to the
Afghan peace talks. P4

HOLIDAY ON WOMEN’S
DAY FOR WOMEN IN T
Hyderabad: The Telangana
Government on Sunday
declared a holiday for all women
Government employees in the
State on the occasion of
International Women’s Day on
March 8.

AIR ‘VERY POOR’ IN
GZB, ‘POOR’ IN NOIDA
Noida: The air quality was
recorded in the “very poor”
category in Ghaziabad, while it
was “poor” in Greater Noida,
Noida, Faridabad and Gurugram,
according to data issued by a
Government agency on Sunday,
said experts.

DMK president IVIK Stalin and Tamll Nadu Congress Commltlee premdent KS
Alagiri pose with the agreement paper of seat-sharing for upcoming Tamil Nadu
Assembly polls at Anna Arivalayam in Chennai on Sunday PTI

The gloom on the face of
Alagiri and Rao during the
photo session made it clear that
the Congress had to eat hum-
ble pie in the negotiations with
the DMK. The Congress had
asked for at least 40 seats, a seat
lesser than what it was allocat-
ed by the DMK for the 2016
Assembly election.

But the party that ruled sin-
glehandedly till 1967 and had
contributed all-time greats like
K Kamaraj, N Sathyamoorthi,

C Rajagopalachari, R
Venkitaraman and C
Subramanian to the nation was
at the mercy of the DMK lead-
ers who cited the low striking
rate of the Congress as the rea-
son for the reduction in the
number of seats.

The only consolation for
the Congress is that it has been
allocated the Kanyakumari Lok
Sabha seat where a bypoll is
being held on April 6.

Continued on Page 2

structure to sustain a self-
supporting economy, food
processing and port land
development which have great
prospects in Bengal will be
developed ... there will be new
opportunity for the farmers,
workers and businessmen,
slum dwellers will no-longer
have to live in shanties and
they will be given pucca hous-
es,” the PM said.

Taking a jibe at Mamata for
often abusing him, Modi said
the Chief Minister often gets

angry at him and calls him
Ravan, daitya and danav
(demon).

“I want to ask you Didi
that why you are so angry at
me for the rise of the BJP in
West Bengal,” he said, adding
that lotus bloomed only in
swamps.

“The mire (read misrule)
that the Trinamool
Government has created in
Bengal has led to the bloom-
ing of lotus,” he said.

Continued on Page 2

GBI summons two IPS
officers in cross-horder
cattle smuggling case

PNS B NEW DELHI

he CBI has summoned two

senior Indian Police
Service (IPS) officers for ques-
tioning in connection with
the illegal cross-border cattle
smuggling case. The agency
has asked IPS officer of DIG
rank Kallol Ganai and SP rank
officer Anshuman Saha to
appear for questioning at the
CBI office in Kolkata on
Monday, sources said.

Ganai was earlier posted as
DIG of Murshidabad Range,
while Saha was posted as

Additional SP of Murshidabad
district where the alleged king-
pin of the cattle trade
Mohammad Enamul Haque
operated.

The CBI had registered
the case on September 21 last
year against four persons,
including some Border Security
Force and Customs officers,
who were allegedly bribed by
the international cattle smug-
glers to facilitate the passage of
bovines from their jurisdiction
along the international border
with Bangladesh.

Continued on Page 2
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Didi hits back, says
Modi, Shah India’s
biggest extortionists

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee during a protest rally against the
hike in fuel and LPG prices, in Siliguri on Sunday PTI

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Sunday responded to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vit-
riolic attack launching a
scathing counterattack calling
“him and Home Minister Amit
Shah the biggest tolabaj (extor-
tionist) and syndicate” opera-
tors of the country.

Mamata, who led a massive
march against rising fuel and
cooking gas prices in North

Bengal city of Siliguri, said,
“Here the PM is calling TMC
a syndicate and our men tolabaj

.. but T must say there is no
bigger tolabaj than him and
Shah and no bigger syndicate
run by him and the HM.

She said the PM is “ped-
dling lies to mislead the voters,”
adding “the lesser people can-
not extort more than ¥500 or
%1,000, but what could be the
amount when the people up
there do the same”

Continued on Page 2

India’s Covid cases cross 18K in 24 hrs

Maha, Kerala, Punjab, Guj account for 84.71% of new cases

PNS B NEW DELHI

ndia reported more than

18,000 fresh Covid-19 cases
for the first time since January
in the last 24 hours with six
States, including Maharashtra,
Kerala, Punjab and Gujarat,
continuing to form a major
chunk of infections, accounting
for 84.71 per cent of the 18,711
new cases.

Though cases are on the
rise, Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan on Sunday said,
“We are in the end game of the
Covid-19 pandemic in India”
and to succeed at this stage, pol-
itics should be kept out of the
Covid-19 vaccination drive.

“People should trust the
science behind vaccines and
ensure that their near and dear
ones get vaccinated on time;” he
said while speaking at the
Delhi Medical Association’s
(DMAs) 62nd Annual Delhi
State Medical Conference
(MEDICON 2021) in collabo-
ration with Dharamshila
Narayana Hospital on Sunday.

Vardhan said over 2 crore
Covid-19 vaccine shots have
been administered so far and
the vaccination rate has been

increased to 15 lakh per day.
Around 14,392 people
were discharged and 100 deaths
reported in the last 24 hours, as
per the Union Health Ministry.
Maharashtra continues to
report the highest daily new
cases at 10,187, followed by
Kerala with 2,791 while Punjab
reported 1,159 new cases.
The active cases registered
an increase for the fifth con-
secutive day. The Covid-19
active caseload increased to
1,84,523 which now comprises
1.65 per cent of the total infec-
tions while the recovery rate has

dropped further to 96.95 per
cent. On January 29, 18,855
new infections were recorded in
a span of 24 hours. The num-
ber of people who have recu-
perated from the disease surged
to 1,08,68,520 which translates
to a national Covid-19 recovery
rate of 96.95 per cent, while the
case fatality rate stands at 1.41
per cent.

According to the Ministry,
India’s Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 30 lakh on August 23,
40 lakh on September 5 and 50
lakh on September 16. It went

Nepal PM Oli
takes India-made
corona vaccine

Kathmandu: Nepal Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli took
the India-made Covishield
coronavirus vaccine on Sunday,
as the Himalayan nation gears
up to start the second phase of
its immunisation drive. The 69-
year-old Nepalese leader
received the Covishield jab at
the Tribhuvan University
Teaching Hospital here on
Sunday morning. His wife
Radhika Shakya was also vac-
cinated. PTI

past 60 lakh on September 28,
over 70 lakh on October 11,
crossed 80 lakh on October 29,
90 lakh on November 20 and
surpassed the one-crore mark
on December 19.

According to the ICMR,
22,14,30,507 samples have been
tested up to March 6 with
7,37,830 samples being tested
on Saturday.

Continued on Page 2

Virus nearing
‘endemic’ phase
in Delhi, says
Health Min Jain

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Sunday
said coronavirus was nearing
an “endemic” phase in the
national Capital. An infection
is said to be endemic in a pop-
ulation when it is constantly
maintained at a baseline level
in a geographical area without
external inputs.

“Coronavirus is nearing
an endemic phase in Delhi.
Experts say some cases con-
tinue to occur in the endem-
ic phase. Delhi witnessed a
swine flu outbreak around 10
years ago, but still some cases
are reported every year.
Coronavirus is not going to
end completely... We will have
to learn to live with it,” Jain
said.

He said the Covid-19 pos-
itivity rate was well below
one per cent, adding that this
rate was around 15 per cent in
November last year.

The positivity rate has
remained below one per cent
for the last two months. The
fluctuation in this rate is not
that much, the Minister
added.

Indian vaccines
rescued world
from Covid-19:
Top US scientist

PTI W HOUSTON

he rollout of the Covid-19

vaccines by India in col-
laboration with leading global
institutions has “rescued the
world” from the deadly coron-
avirus and the contributions by
the country must not be under-
estimated, a top American sci-
entist has said.

Dr Peter Hotez, Dean of the
National School of Tropical
Medicine at Baylor College of
Medicine (BCM) in Houston,
during a recent webinar said the
two mRNA vaccines may not
impact the world’s low and mid-
dle income countries, but India’s
vaccines, made in collaboration
with universities across the world
such as BCM and the Oxford
University, have “rescued the
world” and its contributions
must not be underestimated.

Wrestler Phogat
wins gold, retains
world number 1
ranking in 53 kg
PTI B ROME

iving up to the expecta-

tions, star Indian wrestler
Vinesh Phogat grabbed the
53kg gold medal along with
world number one rank while
Bajrang Punia booked his
spot in the final of the men’s
65kg event at the Matteo
Pellicone Ranking Series
event, here on Sunday.

The 26-year-old World
bronze medallist and the only
Indian woman wrestler to have
qualified for the Tokyo Games,
Vinesh blanked Canada’s Diana
Mary Helen Weicker 4-0 in the
53 kg title clash.

Vinesh scored all her
points in the first period and
held on to her lead in the sec-
ond to ensure a top-of-the-
podium finish. Vinesh had
won a gold medal in Kiev last
week.

India to get eyes in sky for real-time border info

Earth observation satellite GISAT-1
to be launched on March 28

PTI W BENGALURU

ndia plans to launch on
March 28 an earth observa-
tion satellite that will provide it
near real-time images of its
borders and also enable quick
monitoring of natural disasters.

GISAT-1 is slated to be loft-
ed into space by GSLV-F10
rocket from Sriharikota space-
port in Andhra Pradesh’s
Nellore district, about 100 kms
north of Chennai.

“We are looking to launch
this Geo imaging satellite on
March 28, subject to weather
conditions”, an official of the
Bengaluru-headquartered
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) told PTT
on Sunday. The rocket will
place the spacecraft in a geo-
synchronous orbit. It will be
subsequently positioned in

geostationary orbit, about
36,000 kms above earth’s equa-
tor, using its onboard propul-
sion system. The launch of
GISAT-1 onboard GSLV-F10
rocket was originally planned
for March 5 last year but post-
poned a day before the blast-off
due to technical reasons.

Experts said positioning
the state-of-the-art agile earth
observation satellite in geosta-
tionary orbit has key advan-
tages. “It’s going to be a game-
changer in some sense for
India’, a Department of Space
official said.

“With onboard high reso-
lution cameras, the satellite
will allow the country to mon-
itor the Indian land mass and
the oceans, particularly its bor-
ders continuously”. Listing the
objectives of the mission, ISRO
has earlier said the satellite

would provide near real-time
imaging of the large area region
of interest at frequent intervals.

It would help in quick
monitoring of natural disasters,
episodic and any short-term
events. The third objective is to
obtain spectral signatures of
agriculture, forestry, mineral-

ogy, disaster warning, cloud
properties, snow and glacier
and oceanography.

GISAT-1 will facilitate near
real-time observation of the
Indian sub-continent, under
cloud-free condition, at fre-
quent intervals, ISRO said.

The planned launch of

GISAT-1, weighing about 2,268
kg, comes close on the heels of
the successful February 28
PSLV-C51 mission that orbit-
ed Brazil’s earth observation
satellite Amazonia-1 and 18 co-
passengers, including five built
by students.

Continued on Page 2
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Denied poll ticket,
Assam BJP Minister
joins Congress

Guwahati: Unhappy with the
denial of party ticket for the
Assembly election in Assam,
BJP Minister Sum Ronghang on
Sunday joined the Opposition
Congress which is likely to
field him from the Diphu con-
stituency held by him.

The hill areas development
and mines and minerals min-
ister joined the Congress in
presence of AICC general sec-
retary Jitendra Singh and the
partys state unit chief Ripun
Bora.

“I did not like the way I was
denied the ticket. I performed
my duties with full dedication.
I did not get the ticket due to

the conspiracy of certain indi-
viduals,” Ronghang told
reporters without elaborating.

The minister alleged that
the BJP functions in a “non-
transparent manner”.

“I felt that T will not be able
to serve my people by staying
in the BJP. That is why I have
left  the party and
joined the Congress,”
Ronghang said.

Though Bora declined to
comment on whether
Ronghang will be given a tick-
et, Congress sources said that
his name is being considered
for the Diphu seat in Karbi
Anglong district. PTI

nation 02

Gelatin sticks case: ATS registers murder case into SUV owner's death

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

Two days after the local
police dealt with Thane-
based businessman Mansukh
Hiren’s death as an accidental
death case, Maharashtra’s Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) on
Sunday registered Hiren’s mys-
terious death as a case of mur-
der, visited the spot where his
body was recovered on Friday,
and spoke to his family mem-
bers.

Acting on a complaint filed
by late Hiren’s wife Vimla
Hiren, the ATS registered a
case against unknown persons
under section 302 (murder),
201 (causing disappearance of
evidence) 34 (common inten-
tion) and 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).

After he rejected a vehe-
ment demand by the
Opposition BJP that Hirean’s

death probe be handed over to
the NIA, Maharashtra Home
Minister had on Saturday
transferred the case from the
Mumbai Crime Branch to the
state Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS).

On Saturday evening, after
a meeting between the State
Home Minister and State
Director General of Police
Hemant Nagrale, the Home
Ministry wrote to Additional
Director General of Police Jai
Jeet Singh, who heads the ATS,
to take over the investigations
into Hiren's death.

Under pressure from var-
ious quarters to make a head-
way into the case, the ATS team
hit the ground running. On
Sunday, the ATS team visited
the Reti Bunder area at
Mumbra-Kalwa from where
the Hiren’s was recovered
Friday last.

The ATS team also visited

the Vikas Palms Complex at Dr
Ambedkar Road at Thane and
spoke to the family members
including Vimla, wife of Hiren.

Hours after Hiren’s body
was recovered from the marshy
Reti-Bunder creek Mumbra
on Friday afternoon, a four-
member team of doctors con-
ducted an autopsy on his body
and reserved its opinion on the
cause of death, while his viscera
has been kept in reserve while
his viscera has been preserved
for forensic analysis.

Hiren, a Thane-based busi-
nessman whose “stolen” SUV
with 20 gelatin sticks was
recovered by the police near
Industrialist Mukesh Ambani’s
skyscraper mansion “Antilia” in
south Mumbai on February 25,
hit the headlines after his body
was found in mysterious cir-
cumstances on Friday after-
noon. Hiren had reportedly
been missing from his Thane

home since Thursday.

It may be recalled that the
police had recovered 20 gelatin
sticks and a letter were recov-
ered from what was later
described as Mahindra Scorpio
that was found abandoned in
the vicinity of Mukesh
Ambani’s 27-storey residence
“Antilia” on Carmichael Road
in south Mumbai.

Hiren (48), who was into
the car accessories business,
owned a car interior design
garage “Classic Car Decor”
near Vandana Talkies at
Naupada in Thane.

Given that he was a good
swimmer, his family and
friends have rejected the theo-
ry that he could have commit-
ted suicide or died due to
drowning.

Meanwhile, the Mumbai
Police on Sunday sent the SUV
and 20 gelatin sticks recovered
from it to the Forensic Science

Laboratory (FSL) at Kalina in
north Mumbai for a detailed
analysis..

In a letter addressed to
Additional Director General of
Police Jai Jeet Singh, State
Home department’s Deputy
Secretary Ramesh Manale has
mentioned both the cases — the
recovery of the car and gelatine
sticks outside Antilia, the home
of Ambani, and the death of
Mansukh Hiren, the prime
witness in the case, who was in
possession of the car.

“The probe must start
immediately and the report be
submitted to the government at
the earliest,” the letter stated.

The FSL, with the help of
experts, will try to find out if
the chassis number of the car
had been fudged or tweaked so
as to identify the real owner of
the vehicle and in whose name
the vehicle had been registered.

It may be recalled that the

State Home Minister had in his
statement made in the State
government said that the car
belonged to one Sam Peter
Newton, who had given it to
Hiren’s automobile spare-parts
company for doing the interi-
or. “The car owner could not
clear the dues so Hiren took the
car;” he had said.

It has now come to light
that a few days before his body
was recovered, Mansukh Hiren
had written a letter to
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, the State
Home Minister and the
Mumbai and Thane police
chiefs, that he was being
harassed. “T have already given
my explanation and statements
about how the vehicle was
stolen, and T am being vic-
timised and suffering harass-
ment by police and news
reporters,” Hiren said in the let-
ter.

Women'’s Day: Holiday declared for
women Govt employees in Telangana

Hyderabad: The Telangana
Government on Sunday
declared a holiday for allwomen
government employees in the
state on the occasion
ofInternational Women's Day on
March 8.

The Telangana government
declared Special Casual Leave on
March 8 for all the women
employees in the state as it is
being celebrated as
“International Women's Day;” a
Government Order said.

Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan and Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao
also extended theirwishes and
greetings to all the women of the
state. International Womens

and emulate the success of
women in different walks of life,
theGovernor said, according to
a release from Raj Bhavan.

“Our heritage, culture, and
traditions for centuries respect
and honour women and wor-
ship them as the personification
of Goddess Shakti,” she said.

“It is high time that we truly
imbibe and implement the spir-
it of gender equality and pro-
mote women in decision- mak-
ing in all spheres of life for a
more equitable, and inclusive
world, the Governor said.

She further said, “Let us all
resolve and work for the all-
round development of women
and gender equality in true

Women's Day-2021 theme-
“Women in leadership:
Achieving an equal future in a
COVID-19 world”

Rao said women play a key
role in the development and are
competing with men in all the
fields and are excelling.

Women, who constitute 50
per cent of the population,
would do wonders if they were
given a chance, Rao said, accord-
ing to a release from his office.

Rao said the Telangana gov-
ernment was taking a slew of
measures to take women on the
path of development and
progress besides there are several
schemes and programmes
launched to empower

Karnataka to vaccinate 1.5 lakh
people daily from March 8

Bengaluru: Karnataka will
intensify the inoculation drive
from March 8, by providing vac-
cines at 3,000 centres including
the primary health centres and
district hospitals, with a target to
vaccinate 1.5 lakh people every-
day, state Health Minister Dr K
Sudhakar said on Sunday.

At a meeting held on
Saturday to review the COVID-
19 situation and progress of vac-
cination drive, the Minister
instructed the officials to make
the vaccines available at 3,000
centres from Monday, the min-
ister's office said in a statement.

Sudhakar also appealed to
the people to come forward in
large numbers to take the vac-
cine.

department, at present the
20,000 to 28,000 people are get-
ting vaccinated and majority of
them are people above the age
of 60 years.

Sudhakar expressed con-
cern over the sudden spike in
cases in the Bengaluru urban
district from 200 to 250 cases a
day for the past few weeks to 400
on Friday.

“As many as 12 clusters
have been identified in BBMP
limits and testing will be
increased to 40,000 from the
current 30,000, the statement
read. The Minister underlined
the need to make the contact
tracing robust with tracking
and tracing a minimum of 20
primary and secondary contacts

Women work at a brick kiln on the eve of International Women's Day, on the outskirts of Amritsar on Sunday PTI

Day is an occasion to celebrate spirit of the International women. PTI According to the health

CBI summons 2 IPS
officers in cross-border
cattle smuggling case

From Page 1

The CBI had carried out searches at 34 locations
across the country and arrested then BSF Commandant
Satish Kumar and cattle smuggler Mohammad Enamul
Haque last year. Haque is currently undergoing judi-
cial custody.

The cattle were taken from India to Bangladesh
after paying illegal gratification to BSF personnel man-
ning the frontier there.

The accused BSF Commandant was posted in West
Bengal between December 2015 and April 2017 and
allegedly seized over 20,000 cows before they could be
transported to Bangladesh, but the vehicles involved
were not impounded, according to the FIR.

The CBI filed a chargesheet in the case in
February this year against seven persons.

The agency has also issued a lookout notice against
Bijay Mishra, brother of Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Binay Mishra, who is a close confidant of party
MP Abhishek Banerjee.

The agency may approach Interpol to get a Red
Corner Notice (RCN) issued against Binay Mishra, who
has not joined the probe till now, officials said.

Binay Mishra has also evaded summons so far in
the case.

for each positive case. PTI

Cong accepts 25 seats
as DMK fails to yield

From Page 1

The bypoll will elect a successor to H
Vasanth Kumar, the sitting Congress MP who
succumbed to Covid-19. It is expected that
the Congress may field one of the sons of late
Vasanth Kumar as a candidate for the seat,
a sure seat for the Congress.

The deal between the DMK and the
Congress was struck amidst reports about the
possibility of Congress casting its lots with
the Makkal Neethi Meyyam led by actor-
turned-politician Kamal Haasan.

“We have reached an agreement with the
DMK with an intention to leave no room for
the BJP to win. We are in this alliance not
for the Government, but to keep our ideol-
ogy alive,” Gundu Rao told reporters when
asked about the reduction in the number of
seats allocated for his party. Rao and Alagiri
directed their ire at the BJP, terming it as a
big disease than coronavirus that has struck
the country.

The DMK-led alliance is featuring the
MDMK led by Vaiko for the first time in an
Assembly election. The MDMK was formed
in 1984 after Vaiko was expelled from the
DMK for posing a challenge to MK Stalin’s
rise in the party.

The VCK’s presence in the DMK-led
front is being seen as an inauspicious devel-

Kumaraswamy hits out at
attempts to bring petroleum
products under GST

Bengaluru: Former Karnataka Chief Minister
H D Kumaraswamy on Sunday said bringing
petroleum products within the ambit of GST
would be a death knell for the states.

In a series of tweets in Kannada, the JD(S)
second- in-command opposed the attempts to
include fuel in GST and appealed to Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa not to allow this to
happen as it would dry the state's resources.

“The central government is systematical-
ly pushing petroleum products into the GST
in the hope of lowering prices, using public
outrage against the oil price hike as pretext.
Subjecting petroleum products to GST would
be a death knell for states,” the former Chief
Minister said.

According to him, cess on petroleum prod-
ucts is one of the major sources of revenue for
the states.The central government levies exces-
sive taxes and collects more revenue than the
states. Now, it is the strategy of bringing petro-
leum into the GST and compromising the rev-
enues of the states, he charged.

The former Chief Minister alleged that the
centre has not yet provided the compensation
that the states had to receive after the GST was
approved, he said.

Didi hits back, says
Modi, Shah India’s...

From Page 1

Saying that the Prime Minister was the biggest extortionist

she said, “they are always accusing us of taking cut money

.. but how much did they get in the deals out of selling Rail,
BSNL, Coal India, Air India and defence sector ... who will
answer that”

Attacking the Prime Minister for unleashing “Jumla pol-
itics” she said, “He is making tall promises but first of all ask
him to deposit Rs 15 lakh in every bank account that he had
promised before the 2014 Lok Sabha elections ... ask him to
turn UP, Bihar and MP into golden States before promising
Sonar Bangla (golden Bengal)”

Attacking the Prime Minister for alleging that women were
not safe in Bengal, the Chief Minister said that “he should
first look into what is happening in UP’s Hathras where girls
are raped and murdered every day... Bengal is the safest State
and Kolkata has been rated as the safest city even during the
night time”

Slamming the Prime Minister for squeezing the people
of India she said, “When the price of crude is low in the inter-
national market the Government is increasing petro price in
India ... they are giving free gas connection but selling the
cooking gas for Rs 900 ... I provide rice to people for Rs 2
and the same rice is cooked for Rs 900 ... is it not a joke”

The Chief Minister is scheduled to return to Kolkata on
Monday and take out a march on Tuesday. She is likely to file
her nomination for Nandigram seat on May 10, sources said.

UP: 29 people taken
|| after eating prasad

Kannauj (UP): Twenty nine people were admit-
ted to a hospital when they complained of stom-
ach ache after having 'prasad’ during a religious
function here, police said on Sunday.

A 'Bhagwat Khata' was organised at Jukhaya
villeage here on Saturday night after which peo-
ple ate 'prasad' at a 'Bhandara' following which they
complained of stomach ache and were taken to
the district hospital, police said.

Their condition was stated to be out of dan-
ger, police said. District Magistrate Rakesh
Kumar Mishra said all those admitted were fine
and a team of doctors has also been sent to the
village.

Senior district administration officials have
also been rushed to the village to keep an eye on
the situation.

The doctors said those admitted had suffered
food poisoning. PTI

India’s Covid cases
cross 18K in 24 hrs

As thousands of crores have not been From Page 1 ° of Small Satellite Launch Vehicle, can take up to 1,750 kg payload into | opment. The front featuring the VCK had lost
remitted by the centre, states have been beg- The 100 new fatalities include 47 from n la tO coe ISRO’s compact launcher, likely in  SSO of 600 km altitude. all the Assembly elections in the past.
ging for arrears, he added. “Now, if the petro- | Maharashtra, 16 from Kerala and 12 from April. With lower per kg launch cost, the With the signing of the seat allocation

leum revenue is handed over to the centre, the
states' plight will be miserable,” Kumaraswamy
said.

According to him, the states will suffer
hardships without income and without grants
for development work, which would force
them to either present a deficit budget or
reduce the size of the budget. PTI

Punjab.A total of 1,57,756 deaths have been
reported so far in the country including 52,440
from Maharashtra followed by 12,517 from Tamil
Nadu, 12,359 from Karnataka, 10,919 from
Delhi, 10,277 from West Bengal, 8,729 from Uttar
Pradesh and 7,173 from Andhra Pradesh.

The Ministry stressed that more than 70 per
cent of the deaths occurred due to comorbidities.

From Page 1

Secretary in the Department of
Space and ISRO Chairman K Sivan
told PTI last week that the technical
issues that led to postponement of
GISAT-1 mission have been resolved
and the further delay in the launch was
due to Covid-19-induced lockdown
which affected normal work.

According to sources, GISAT-1
will be followed by the maiden flight

SSLV has been designed to meet
“launch on demand” requirements in
a cost-effective manner for small
satellites in a dedicated and ride-share
mode.It is a three-stage all solid vehi-
cle with a capability to launch up to
500 kg satellite mass into 500 km low
earth orbit (LEO) and 300 kg into Sun
Synchronous Orbit (SSO).

By comparison, PSLV — the
workhorse launch vehicle of ISRO —

mini launcher will have multiple
satellite mounting options for nano,
micro and small satellites.

Sivan had earlier termed the SSLV
an innovative vehicle which can be
assembled in just 72 hours.

“Instead of 60 days (for building
a PSLV), it (SSLV) will be assembled
in three days; instead of 600 people
(needed to build a PSLV), it (SSLV)
will be done by six people”, he had said.

agreement with the Congress, the DMK is
ready to take the field to fight the 2021 Tamil
Nadu battle. Other parties like the Vaiko-led
MDMK and Thirumavalavan-led VCK have
been allocated six seats each. The DMK
would field its candidates in 180 con-
stituencies.

Now that the ATADMK and the DMK
has completed the seat allocation talks,
Tamil Nadu electorate is ready for the
month-long campaign exercise.
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e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

eProcurement Portal: hitps://eproc.cgstate.qgov.in

(1ST CALL)
System Tender No.: 72731/NIT No.: 10/SAC/2020-21, Surajpur, Dated:

05.03.3021

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to 26.03.2021

at 17.30 Hour
Name of work:-

Hours.(IST) onwards.

NOTE:- All eligible/intrested contractors/bidders are mandated to get
Integrated

{https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class
from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier Registration in order

enrolled on the

CONSTRUCTION OF BONGA DIVERSION WEIR,
EARTHWORK FOR CANAL INCLUDING 26 NOS
OF CANAL STRUCTURES (INCLUDING 10 YEAR
MAINTENANCE)
Probable Amount of Contract:- Rs. 341.02 Lakhs

The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the
Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated e-Procurement Portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 12.03.2021,

at 17.31

e-procurement  portal

to the Bengali sentiments, Modi
who filled his speeches with
snatches of Bengali promised
introduction of vernacular
medium in technical education
even as he said, “The poor stu-
dents who educate in Bengali
language will no longer have to
suffer as Bengali will be intro-
duced as a medium of instruc-
tion in medical, engineering
and other courses”

Saying that “today’s roar
from the crowd leaves no doubt
that post-May 2 Bengal will wit-
ness the real poriborton;” the PM
said. He added, “Democracy
that had been a casualty in
Bengal during Didi’s rule will be
restored in every walk of life ...

(where it was manufactured).”
He also mocked at the Chief
Minister for leaving her home
constituency Bhawanipore and
moving to Nandigram. “ One
wonders why you diverted your
scooty to Nandigram ... okay if
you want your scooty to fall at
Nandigram then what can any-
one do,” he said.Returning
Mamata’s “outsider” salvo Modi
said the BJP has been repeated-
ly attacked for bringing in “out-
siders” “but I must say that
humanists like Tagore and Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose would
never have liked this narrative ...
consider for once who founded
the Congress (AO Hume) from
which the TMC was born and

2 i - i wwa  Drices, Modisaid, “I was worried ~Mukherjee ... I must say the BJP

ST 0 WL 1. AT/ NTERH  17-18/21 ) 05.03:2021 LOt“s bloomlng that you might not getafall ... is the party of Bengal and
/¢ Hitha ffaer amdzor =5t g=@r 2/ From Page 1 or else you would start attacking ~ Bengalis”The TMC supremo

foreten = 202021 5 T AT A 201718 ¥ A AR ST O HASDEO GANGA BASIN AMBIKA In an apparent bid to appeal  the State of origin of the scooty  has often attacked the national

BJP leaders for camping in
Bengal as “outsiders who have
no sense of Bengali culture and
heritage”Referring to remarks
that he was always backing his
“friends” the Prime Minister
said, “T am brought up in pover-
ty and so poor people are my
friends and so all my schemes
are directed towards them ... I
will continue to support my
friends come what may”
Attacking the Chief
Minister for raising Khela Hobey
(a game is in the offing) slogan
(that many a critic call a message
threatening electoral violence)
the Prime Minister said, “I have
known Didi for ages. She is not
the same person who raised her

Lise of Equipments to download the tender documents and participate in the subsequent| | SO that the peoples faith in  who were the founders of  voiceagainst tl}e Left. She speaks
S. No. ITEM QTY | Earnest Money Rs. bidding process. administration and police Marxist-Leninist-Maoist phi- someone else’s language now
1 | MICROWAVE OVEN | 06 4200/- Sd/-| | restored” losophy ... If they are not out- and is being remote-controlled”
2 | WATERBATH 10 5000/- Executive Engineer Taking potshots on Mamata ~ siders then how can the BJP be  The PM added “There will be no
fregr Water Resources Division, Surajpur (C.G.)| | for riding a scooty to State a party of outsiders when its khela ahead, the khela (game)
T ATaTAtaes fawr vErymer, | | R-O. No:- 87656/10 For, Chief Engineer, Hasdeo Ganga Basin | | Secretariat Nabanna as a mark DNA is inspired by Bengali for the TMC is over ... TMC’s
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Covid-19 nearing endemic phase in Delhi: Jain

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

he Delhi Health Minister

Satyendar Jain on Sunday
said coronavirus was nearing
an "endemic" phase in the
national capital.

The Delhi Government is
all prepared to deal with cases,
he said, adding that less than 10
per cent beds dedicated for
treating covid- 19 patients are
occupied and 90 per cent beds
are still vacant.

The minister said that the

COVID-19 positivity rate was
well below one per cent and
this rate was around 15 per cent
in November last year.

The positivity rate has
remained below one per cent
for the last two months.

The fluctuation in this rate
is not that much, the minister
added.

According to the World
Health Organisation (WHO),
the COVID-19 positivity rate
should remain less than 5 per
cent. The health minister added

that less than 10 per cent beds
reserved for coronavirus
patients are occupied in the city
hospitals.

An infection is said to be
endemic in a population when
it is constantly maintained at a
baseline level in a geographic
area without external inputs.

"Coronavirus is nearing an
endemic phase in Delhi.
Experts say some cases con-
tinue to occur in the endemic
phase. Delhi witnessed a swine
flu outbreak around 10 years

ago, but still some cases are
reported every  year.
Coronavirus is not going to end
completely... We will have to
learn to live with it," Jain said.

Jain said the total number
of COVID tests conducted in
Delhi was around five times the
national average.

According to a health bul-
letin issued on Sunday, over
91,000 COVID-19 tests were
conducted in the national cap-
ital on Saturday, the highest so
far.

'85% staff of Delhi prisons
received Covid vaccine shots’

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Capital records 286 new Covid cases

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI January 4. It had dropped to 306
on January 11 and risen again to
386 on January 12, according to
official figures.

The numbers had started to
come down the next month and
on February 26, 256 new cases
were recorded; the highest daily
count in February, as per figures.

The number of active cases
stood at 1,803 on Sunday, the bul-
letin said. Health experts and
doctors have attributed this "sud-
den rise" in the number of cases
to complacency among people,
not following COVID-19-appro-
priate behaviour and "assuming
all is well now".

The number of people under
home isolation on Sunday rose to
937 from 879 on Saturday, the
bulletin said, adding that over
6.28 lakh people have recovered
till date.

As per the bulletin, 14 beds
in COVID care centres are occu-
pied by persons under quaran-

tine, including travellers who
have returned by the Vande
Bharat Mission and bubble
flights.

Health experts and doctors
have attributed this "sudden rise"
in the number of cases to com-
placency among people, not fol-
lowing COVID-19-appropriate
behaviour and "assuming all is
well now".

rity personnel, to enrol themselves for
receiving the coronavirus vaccine shots.

A total of 293 prison staff have con-
tracted the infection till Sunday, and all of
them have recovered, officials said.

They said a total of 120 inmates have
tested positive for the virus so far, of whom
117 inmates have recovered, while two died
and one is still under treatment. The first
case of coronavirus was reported in Rohini
Jail on May 13.

Two COVID-19 positive inmates of
Mandoli Jail had died on June 15 and July
4.The second phase of the COVID-19
nationwide vaccination drive began on
March 1, wherein people aged 60 years and
above, and those in 45-59 age bracket with
comorbidities, will receive the vaccine
shots.

Jail officials said there are about 300
inmates who are above 60 years of age and
another 300 who are in the 45-59 age brack-
et with comorbidities. There are a total of
17,500 inmates in the three prisons -- Tihar,
Mandoli and Rohini.

The national Capital on Sunday
recorded 286 new Covid-19
cases and two deaths on Sunday
while the positivity rate stood at
0.31 per cent.

These 286 cases came from
91,614 tests including 71,250 RT-
PCR tests and 20,364 rapid anti-
gen tests, conducted the previous
day. The test done is highest so far
amid a sudden surge in inci-
dences, as per data shared by the
health department. The city reg-
istered 321 new coronavirus
cases, the highest daily count in
nearly one-and-a-half months,
and a death on Saturday, and 312
cases and a fatality on Friday.

On Sunday, 286 new cases
and two deaths were recorded,
taking the death toll to 10,921,
according to the latest health bul-
letin.

A total of 585 cases were
reported on January 1 and 384 on

Around 85 per cent Delhi prison staff and
over 58 per cent security personnel
deployed in three jails, Tihar, Rohini and
Mandoli prisons in the National Capital have
received Covid-19 vaccine shots.

A senior prison official said there are
around 2,000 jail staff, out of which, 1,700
staff have been vaccinated. Out of around
1,700 security personnel deployed with
Delhi Prisons and who have registered on
Co-WIN portal, 1,000 personnel have got
the coronavirus vaccine shots.

According to Sandeep Goel, the Director
General, Prisons, the department has
encouraged its staff to get the vaccine
shots.

“We have been encouraging the jail staff
and security personnel to get the vaccine.
Most of the staff members have already
taken the first dose of the vaccine. It is safe
and essential for our health,” said the DG.

Earlier, the Delhi Prisons Department
had asked its staff members, including secu-
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Covid vaccination
to be free in Govt

hospitals,

SAPNA SINGH ® NEW DELHI

As education and health will
be the focal expanses for
the budget 2021-22, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) Govern-
ment will announce free covid
vaccination in Government
hospitals, a Delhi Government
official said on Sunday.

The Government is also
undergoing a brain storming
session for the master plan to
make Delhi’s per capita income
equivalent to Singapores by
2047 on the 100th anniversary
of India’s freedom.

Focusing on education, the
Delhi Government will bring a
proposal in the legislative
assembly for the set-up of new
Sainik Schools. If sources are to
be believed, the government is
ready for the proposal, the
announcements on these sub-
jects are likely in the budget
session starting from Monday.

Moreover, to make easy life
for its citizen, the government
in coming years will emphasis
on improvement in economic
condition by enhancing the
businesses and industries in the
national capital with the induc-
tion of people friendly policies.

A senior government offi-
cial on the condition of
anonymity also said that Delhi
government will also focus on
the infrastructure.

“Keeping health and men-

says AAP

tal health on top priority,
Kejriwal government will also
promote Yoga at large scale. A
dedicated team will work on
this. The team will reach at
every Mohalla and house to
educate residents on Yoga,” a
government official added.

Meanwhile, from this aca-
demic session Delhi govern-
ment is al so introducing Desh
Bhakti curriculum from class-
es of KG to VII aiming to
imparting a sense of pride for
the nation and developing
respect for constitutional val-
ues among students.

The budget session of
Delhi assembly will begin from
March 8 and the Delhi gov-
ernment is likely to announce
budget 2021-22 on March 9
(Tuesday).

The outcome budget, a
document mapping perfor-
mances and achievements dur-
ing previous financial years
20210-21 will be presented on
Monday besides the econom-
ic survey. The session will
begin with the address of
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal's speech and all necessary
covid norms like social dis-
tancing and wearing mask will
be followed in the session.

Last year, the government
passed a Rs 65,000 Crore bud-
get for 2020-21 and Rs 50
crore was set aside to deal with
the Covid -19 pandemic.

Govt providing lowest | 2 held with 20.3 kg
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tariff for charging
electric vehicles: Gah

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

elhi Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot said that the Delhi
Government is providing the lowest tar-
iff for charging electric vehicles in the
country with a provision of sub-meter-
ing for commercial buildings to provide
‘Electric Vehicles' (EVs) charging facil-
ities anywhere in the national capital.
Gahlot said that the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory Commission
(DERC) notified a policy wherein a
commercial building like a hotel or
malls, providing EV charging facilities
can install a sub-meter and the EV tar-
iff rate will apply to these. This will
encourage people to provide EV charg-
ing facilities on their own premises.”
“The Government has carried out
a comprehensive planning to build an
effective EV charging infrastructure
across the national capital for faster
uptake of electric vehicles (EVs). The
government left no stone unturned to
pave way for the smooth transition of
EVs. We already have over 72 charg-
ing stations in the city and 100 new
charging stations are coming up with
500 charging points in the next six

months,” he said.

The minister has urged malls,
corporate, market complexes, and cin-
ema halls, hotels to promote electric

ot

vehicles and set up charging stations on
their premises.

“I appeal to the stakeholders to
take the Switch Delhi Pledge at
https://ev.delhi.gov.in/Pledge and come
together to encourage the public to
switch to EVs. Take this pledge to
install charging stations to pave a way
for a cleaner and greener Delhi,
Gahlot added.

“As the Switch Delhi Campaign
enters the fourth week, we will focus on
creating awareness on the sound pub-
lic charging infrastructure that is in
place in Delhi. This will be a key enabler
in achieving CM Arvind Kejriwal’s
vision of making Delhi the EV capital
of India," he added.

“Delhi already has the highest
number of charging stations in any city
in India. Delhiites can view the list and
location charging stations in the
national capital on Delhi’s EV website
- ev.delhi.gov.in. The government aims
to achieve the goal of having charging
stations every three km in the city,
Gahlot said. Switch Delhi is an eight-
week mass awareness campaign by the
Delhi Government to sensitize each
Delhiite about the benefits of switch-
ing to EVs to the environment as well
as to make them aware of the incen-
tives and infrastructure being devel-
oped under Delhi’s EV policy.

marijuana in G’gram

STAFF REPORTER M GURUGRAM

The Gurugram police has arrested two drug
peddlers and seized 20.300 kilograms of
cannabis valued at Rs 1.32 lakh in the market
from them, the police said on Sunday.

The police have also seized a Brezza car
which the accused used for transportation of the
contraband from Delhi.

The arrested culprits were booked under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act and was sent to judicial custody by
the court on Sunday, the police said.

The culprits were arrested by a crime unit
Sector-10 from Panchgaon Chowk on the
Delhi-Jaipur Expressway after they received a tip-
off Saturday. The police said the suspect - Satish
of Rohtak and Amit of Sonipat were heading
towards Rajasthan to sell narcotics but were
nabbed by the crime branch team of the
Gurugram police. During questioning the cul-
prit disclosed that they had sourced the narcotics
from Delhi for Rs 6,500 per kg and sell it to Rs
10,000 to potential customers in Rajasthan.

"We are checking their criminal records and
whether they have been arrested earlier. A case
under relevant sections of the NDPS Act was reg-
istered against the accused at Manesar police sta-
tion,” said Sub-inspector Dalpal Singh, In-
charge Sector-10 crime branch.

In January 2021 the crime branch unit had
nabbed two drug peddlers and recovered over
2,223 kilograms of marijuana along with a truck
from their possession.

Apart from this, In September 2020 the
Gurugram police had nabbed 3 drug peddlers
and seized 59 kilograms of cannabis valued at
Rs 8 lakh.

n 18-year-old labourer

died and another was
injured after they fell from the
third floor of an under-con-
struction building in South
Delhi's Hauz Khas. The inci-
dent occurred on Saturday.

The deceased has been

Santosh has sustained injuries
and is undergoing treatment at
the local hospital.

The duo hailed from
Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh.
Police said that the two were
under the influence of alcohol
at the time of the incident.

According to Atul Kumar

Thakur, the  Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), South district,
Inderjeet and Santosh were
working as labourers at the
under-construction building
site where the accident took
place.

“The duo fell off the bal-
cony of the third floor of the

Labourer dies after falling from 3rd floor

building. While Inderjeet died
on the spot, Santosh was shift-
ed to hospital by a CAT ambu-
lance,” said the Deputy
Commissioner of Police.

“The accident site has been
inspected by the crime team
and further factors are being
verified to ascertain the cause
of the incident, he added.
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CSHANTI SEWA NYAYA

Happy

International Women’s Day

Women who gave birth in moving &5
PCR vans invited as chief guest =7~

SHEKHAR SINGH B NEW DELHI

elhi Police Commissioner,
SN Shrivastava has invited
the mothers who gave birth to
children in moving Police
Control Room (PCR) vans as
special guests on the occasion
of Women’s Day celebrations.
According to Isha Pandey;,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police, PCR, Unit, "Women
who delivered babies in the
vans will be invited and hon-
ored at New Police
HeadQuarters (PHQ) as guests,
on the eve of the coming
International women’s Day".
“During lockdown which
was imposed on March 24,
2020, the vans had shifted 997

pregnant women to various
hospitals in 2020. In nine sen-
sitive cases, babies were born in
PCR vans,” said the DCP.

During lockdown, all
modes of transports were sus-
pended and ambulance ser-
vices were also not available
due. Most of ambulances were
also occupied during shifting
COVID-19 patients.

The Delhi Police, PCR vans
played an essential role not only
in transferring pregnant
women but also taking senior
citizens to hospital for the
treatment.

Narrating some instances
where delivery took place in
PCR vans, Chinmoy Biswal, the
Public Relations Officer (PRO)

of Delhi Police said that on May
16, 2020, the PCR Mobile
Patrol Van staff received a call
regarding requirement of
urgent medical assistance for a
pregnant woman.

“A PCR van rushed to the
spot, which was in Jhuggi near
Nithari Village. The police per-
sonnel met the caller and
immediately shifted the preg-
nant woman, Kiran in the van.
While the PCR van was on its
way, Kiran suffered extreme
labour pain. The PCR person-
nel stopped the vehicle and
provided necessary assistance
to her during which she gave
birth to a baby girl in the van
and they have named her
Shanvi. Now the baby is about
one year old and is hale and
hearty;” said Biswal.

“In another incident on
May 5, 2020, at about 05:00
AM, the PCR Mobile Patrol
Van (MPV) staff received a call
regarding the requirement of
urgent medical assistance for a
pregnant woman. After reach-
ing the spot near Nangloi, the
MPV staff shifted woman,
Asha in the van and while they
were on the way to hospital she
suffered labour pain. She gave
birth to a boy which they have
named Jivyansh in the MPV.
Now the baby is about one year
old and is hale and hearty.

Similar
is the story in the other remain-
ing seven cases,” said the PRO.

“The MPVs staff displayed
exemplary conviction and
commitment to duty by help-
ing the women deliver their
babies in PCR van though they
are untrained for delivery of
babies, thus taking the services
of PCR to a higher level,” said
the DCP, PCR.

This year, Delhi Police in
order to establish a strong bond
between police and public had
also taken a step to promote its
women personnel and they
will be deployed in their respec-
tive work fields to recognize
and celebrate their achieve-
ments, on ‘Women’s Day’.

“It is Delhi Police
Commissioner, S N
Shrivastava'sc vision to exalt
women officials’ visibility in
force and for this he has also
decided to post them to take
various responsibilities in their
departments. This will also
play a major role in establish-
ing communication and friend-
ly relations between public and
police;” the PRO had said.

The Police, during this
week, have also organized sev-
eral events which also includes
its band which is performing
across the National Capital,
especially in girls schools.

Delhi Police has created the
following for Safety of Women:
Women Help Desk
24x7 ar All Police Statons
All Women Patrols
For assistance dial 112
Sashakti
Self-defence for women
Himmat Plus App
Contact us in emergency
Women Helpline 1091
For your safety
Helpline Against
Obscene Calls
1096

To Share Information Call 1090

For Immediate Police Help Call 112
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PM ADDRESSES JANAUSHADHI WEEK

‘Poor saved 350k crore
tue to health schemes

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
poor and needy have been able
to save ¥50,000 crore annually
due to various health-related
measures taken up by his
Government like providing
affordable medicines, healthcare
and reducing the prices of med-
ical devices. He was addressing
the virtual conference on
‘Janaushadhi Week’ and dedi-
cating 7,500th Janaushadhi
Kendra at North Eastern Indira
Gandhi Regional Institute of
Health & Medical Sciences
(NEIGRIHMS) in Shillong.

Jan Aushadhi Kendras were
launched by the Modi
Government in 2015 to provide
affordable medicines. In a vir-
tual address at the ‘Janaushadhi
WeeK celebrated across the
nation from March 1 to March
7 to create awareness about the
Jan Aushadhi’ scheme, the
Prime Minister said it is help-
ing countrymen living in trib-
al areas in the North East and
the mountainous areas.

The Prime Minister, who
also interacted with people
from different parts of the
country, further said, “It is
clear from my discussion with
people who run the
Janaushadhi centres at every
corner of the country and some
of its beneficiaries, that this
scheme is becoming a very big
companion of poor and mid-

] ﬂl‘:-r-m—-m !

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the Janaushadhi Diwas celebrations via
video-conferencing in New Delhi on Sunday PTI

dle-class families. This scheme
is becoming the medium of
both service and employment”.
Underlining the various steps
taken up by his Government to
make healthcare affordable to
the poor and needy, he said
prices of essential drugs as well
as medical devices such as
stents and knee implants have
been reduced manifold.

“It has led to the saving of
¥12,500 crore per year for the
needy people. The Ayushman
Bharat scheme is helping 50
crore people get 5 lakh worth
of treatment. Over 1.5 crore
people have already taken this
benefit. It is estimated that it
has led to savings of around
%30,000 crore for people. “It
means that if we collate the sav-
ings being affected by
Janaushadhi, Ayushman Bharat
and decline in prices of drugs
and stents (medical devices) if

we only take Government
schemes in the health sector,
then poor and middle-income
groups are saving around
350,000 crore per year, the
Prime Minister said.

To enhance medical edu-
cation, he said before 2014,
where there were about 55,000
MBBS seats in the country. In
6 years, it has been increased by
more than 30,000. Similarly, in
the PG seats — which used to
be at 30,000 — more than
24,000 new seats have been
added. The Pradhan Mantri
Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana aims to provide
quality medicines at an afford-
able price. Sales in the financial
year 2020-21 (up to March 4,
2021) have led to a total saving
of around 3,600 crore for cit-
izens, as these medicines are
cheaper by 50-90 per cent than
market rates.

Indian Army officers during a media interaction, a day before Internanonal Women's Day at South Block lawn in New Delhi,
Sunday

PTI

PM Modi to inaugurate ‘Maitri Setu’

Detween

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will on Tuesday
inaugurate the ‘Maitri Setu’
between India and Bangladesh
— a bridge built over the Feni
river, the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) said.

He will also inaugurate and
lay the foundation stone of
multiple infrastructure projects
in Tripura during the event, it
said.

Prime Minister Modi will
inaugurate the ‘Maitri Setu’
between India and Bangladesh
on March 9 at 12 noon via video
conferencing, the PMO said in
a statement.

The bridge ‘Maitri Setu’
has been built over the Feni river
which flows between the Indian
boundary in Tripura and
Bangladesh.

The name ‘Maitri Setw’

symbolises growing bilateral
relations and friendly ties
between India and Bangladesh,
the PMO said. The construction
was taken up by the National
Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd
at a project cost of 3133 crore,
it said. The 1.9 km long bridge
joins Sabroom in India with
Ramgarh in Bangladesh.

It is poised to herald a new
chapter for trade and people to
people movement between
India and Bangladesh, the PMO
said.

With this inauguration,
Tripura is set to become the
‘Gateway of North East’ with
access to Chittagong Port of
Bangladesh, which is just 80
Kms from Sabroom, it said.

Prime Minister Modi will
also lay the foundation stone for

ndia and B'desh tomorrow

setting up an Integrated Check
Post at Sabroom.

It will help ease the move-
ment of goods and passengers
between the two countries, pro-
vide new market opportunities
for products of North East
states and assist seamless move-
ment of passengers to and from
India and Bangladesh, the PMO
said.

The project is being taken
up by the Land Ports Authority
of India at an estimated cost of
about %232 crore, the state-
ment said.

The Prime Minister will
also lay the foundation stone of
National Highway (NH)-208
connecting the Unakoti district
headquarters at Kailashahar
with the Khowai district head-
quarters. It will provide an alter-
native route to the NH-44. PTI
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Second part of Budget Session from today

PNS B NEW DELHI

Wlth high-voltage
Assembly election cam-
paigns going on, the month-
long second part of the Budget
session of Parliament begins on
Monday to focus on debates on
demands of grants to many
departments. The main focus of
the Government in the second
part of the session is to get the
various demands for grants for
the year 2021-22 passed along
with the Finance Bill which car-
ries various tax proposals.
Besides these mandatory agen-
das, the Government has listed

various bills for passage in the
session which concludes on
April 8.

Some of the bills listed by

the government include the
Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development  Authority
(Amendment) Bill, National

Bank  for Financing
Infrastructure and
Development Bill, Electricity
(Amendment) Bill, Crypto cur-
rency and Regulation of Official
Digital Currency Bill. The part
two of the session is taking
place at a time when political
parties have their focus on
elections in West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, Assam, Kerala and
Puducherry. Senior leaders of
various parties, especially the
regional ones, are likely to skip
most of the House sittings to
focus on campaigning.

The first part of the Budget
session started on January 29

with the President’s address to
joint sitting of both houses of
Parliament. The address was
boycotted by over 20 opposition
parties, including the Congress,
in support of the demand of the
protesting farmers for the repeal
of the three farm laws.

The Union Budget was
tabled on February 1.
Thereafter, House proceedings
were washed out for four con-
secutive days over the opposi-
tion’s demand for separate dis-
cussion on farm issues. To
compensate the sessions lost
time, the House sat till mid-
night for several days.

Cong Parl committe plans
to corner Govt in House

PNS/AGENCIES M NEW DELHI

With the Parliament all set
to reconvene on Monday
after a brief interval during the
Budget Session, the Congress
Parliamentary committee met
on Sunday to discuss the issues
to be raised in the House to
corner the Government.

Chaired by Congress par-
liamentary party chairman
Sonia Gandhi, the virtual
meeting of the party leaders
also had the participation of G-
23 members like Anand
Sharma and Manish Tewari
besides newly appointed
Leader of opposition in Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge and
leader of the party in Lok
Sabha  Adhir  Ranjan
Chaudhary.

Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, AK Antony
and Jairam Ramesh also
attended the meeting in which
the Congress discussed the
strategy to counter the
Government on issues like
farmers’ agitation, fuel price
hike and unemployment.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi targeted the
government on farm laws and
tweeted: “Livelihood is right
not favour, PM Modi, please
give MSP”

Recently, Sonia had tar-
geted the Government over the

disinvestment of PSU by the
Government. In an article, she
wrote: “The Modi government
is using the economy’s collapse
since the pandemic to rush
headlong into its mission of
handing over large portions of
India’s wealth to its favourite
crony capitalists. It has
announced its intent to
become cash rich by selling the
family silver, through hasty pri-
vatisation of India’s public sec-
tor undertakings (PSUs).”

She said the Modi govern-
ment has explicitly embraced
“privatisation’, instead of “dis-
investment”.

On the issue of newly
floated social media rules, the
Congress has demanded
answers from the government.

Congress Spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate said: “It is
absolutely certain that at the
time of corona, when the entire
world including all of us were
standing rock solid with the
Government and hoping that
the Prime Minister is thinking
about our lives, our livelihood,
he was thinking about how to
sort out this crisis, he was actu-
ally preparing to stab us in the
back by first compromising
with the freedom of speech
and expression in the country
by first controlling free press.”

Mallikarjun Kharge, the
newly appointed Leader of

Opposition, said: “They are
choking agriculture and most
importantly, they have no plan
to address the growing concern
of unemployment in the coun-
try”

According to a Rajya
Sabha bulletin, the reports of
Standing committees of
Health, Energy, Science and
Technology, Forests and cli-
mate change will be presented
in the Upper House.

On the first day of the
Parliament, the newly appoint-
ed members will take oath and
reports of parliamentary com-
mittees will be presented.
Besides, Union Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad will move
the  Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996, which
has been passed by the Lok
Sabha.

The Congress and Left
MPs are planning to move a
Resolution that this House
disapproves the Arbitration
and Conciliation
(Amendment) Ordinance,
2020 (No. 14 of 2020) pro-
mulgated by the President of
India on November 4, 2020.

While the Law Minister
will move the Bills for consid-
eration and passing, to amend
the  Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996, as
passed by the Lok Sabha, be
taken into consideration.

Fruit growers demand
100% duty on Iranian
apple imports

PNS B NEW DELHI

orried over a market

flooded with Iranian red
apples which is cheaper, an
organisation of fruit and veg-
etable growers from hilly States
and union territories on
Saturday demanded imposition
of 100 per cent duty on apples
imported from Iran and other
countries via Afghanistan
under the South Asian Free
Trade Agreement (SAFTA).

Kashmir-based apple
growers have expressed con-
cern over what they call an ille-
gal import of Iranian apples
from Afghanistan to India.
They say Iranian produce is
being sold in mandis across
India and it is inflicting heavy
losses on apple traders of
Kashmir.

“To safeguard the interests
of the domestic growers and
associates, the import duty on
apple should be levied 100% on
realistic basis and import
should be fixed. Otherwise, this
undervaluation of duty will
result in losses of revenue to the
respective Government,” Hill
States Horticulture Forum
(HSHF) said. The forum said it
has also decided to first
approach the respective gov-
ernments for redressal of the

vital issues which include “ille-
gal and unlawful import of
apples from Iran and other

neighbouring countries
through Afghanistan under
SAFTA at Zero per cent import
duty”

The colour and texture of
the Iranian apple closely resem-
bles the Kashmiri apple, which
is famous for its juiciness and
distinct flavour. Kashmiri hor-
ticulturists are worried about
losing market share to the
imported apple this year -
because it is cheap.

The forum said this is not
only harmful but will prove
fatal for small and marginal
fruit growers. “The sale of
these apples in Mandis ... has
resulted in 30%-40% decrease
in prices for domestic farmers
this year and there is an antic-
ipation that if this continues
farmers in these apple growing
states will have no market left
and will have no means of sus-
tenance, it added.

How much liability would pension
for divorced daughters of freedom
fighters incur: SC to Centre

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has asked the Centre as
to how much financial liabili-
ty will a divorced daughter of
a freedom fighter incur if given
family pension like an unmar-
ried or a widowed daughter.

A bench of justices UU
Lalit and KM Joseph posed the
question after the Centre told
it that if at all the court allows
family pension to divorced
daughters of freedom fighters
besides the unmarried and
widowed daughters, then it
will incur a financial liability
and open a Pandora’s box.

“How much will be the
financial liability? Divorced
daughters” cases would be
very minimal and thus mini-
mum liability would be incur-
ring. Divorce daughter cases
are hardly of any number in
the country”, the bench
observed.

The top court was dealing
with a question whether a
divorced woman is entitled to
her freedom fighter father’s
family pension like an unmar-
ried or widowed daughter as
two different high courts have

given contradictory opinions
on the issue.

The matter was brought
before the top court by
Himachal Pradesh resident
Tulsi Devi (57), who has chal-
lenged a high court verdict of
last year dismissing her plea for
grant of freedom fighter fam-
ily pension on grounds that
there was no provision made in
the rules.

During the hearing, advo-
cate Dushyant Parashar,
appearing for Devi, said the
divorced daughter of freedom
fighter should be put on a par
with the widowed or unmar-
ried daughter.

He said that his client’s
father has sacrificed his life for
the country and she cannot be
allowed to lead a life of penury
in view of no source of income
to sustain herself and survive.

Parashar said that a circu-
lar of the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) dated December 14,
2012 records the intent for
extending the benefit to
divorced daughters on a par
with widowed or unmarried
daughters. PTI

Prez stresses on
women’s safety,
independence

on Women’s Day

New Delhi: President Ram
Nath Kovind on Sunday
appealed to all countrymen to
work relentlessly towards
women’s safety, education and
independence, on the eve of
International Women’s Day.

Kovind said “we will be
able to pave
the way for
women, espe-
cially  our
daughters, to
become more
active, capable
and empow-
ered only by doing so. Let us
dedicate this occasion of
International Womens Day
to the honour, safety and
empowerment of women and
resolve that we will support
them in changing every tra-
dition and policy that hinders
their progress,” the President
said in a statement.

He extended congratula-
tions and best wishes to all
women on the occasion, say-
ing “women are an inspiration
to our family, society and the
nation” IANS

Jaishankar, US’ special
envoy for Afghanistan
discuss peace talks

New Delhi: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and US
special envoy for Afghanistan
Zalmay Khalilzad spoke over
phone on Sunday and dis-
cussed the latest developments
pertaining to the Afghan peace
talks.

Last November also,
Jaishankar and Khalilzad had
held talks during the latter’s
India visit on the historic peace
negotiations between the
Taliban and the Afghan
Government and related issues.

“Received a call from US
Special Representative Zalmay
Khalilzad @US4AfghanPeace.
Discussed latest developments
pertaining to peace talks. We
will remain in touch,
Jaishankar tweeted on Sunday.

India has been keenly fol-
lowing the evolving political
situation after the US signed a
peace deal with the Taliban in
February last year.

The deal provided for the
withdrawal of American troops
from Afghanistan, effectively
drawing  curtains on

Washington’s 18-year war with
Taliban in the country.

India has also been main-
taining that care should be
taken to ensure that any such
process does not lead to any

“ungoverned spaces” where
terrorists and their proxies can
relocate.

India has been a major
stakeholder in Afghanistan and
it has extended developmental
assistance to tune of around $3
billion in the last few years to
the country. PTI

CHEATING PERSON WITH DISABILITY

CCPD slams Delhi Police for inaction

ARCHANA JYOTI ® NEW DELHI

oming to the rescue of a

55-year-old man suffer-
ing with Cerebral Palsy and
whose premises has been ille-
gally occupied by a Delhi lady
cop for the past one year, the
Court of Commissioner of
Persons with Disabilities
(CCPD), under the Social
Welfare Ministry, has
expressed displeasure at the
Delhi Police’ failure to act
against its personnel for cheat-
ing the person with disability
(PwD).

“..this is not merely a
matter of civil nature but a mat-
ter of abuse of a person with
disability by a representative of
the Government and provi-
sions of Section 7 of the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016, said the court in a

recent hearing in a petition
filed by PwD Brijesh Kumar
Jhamb.

Jhamb had alleged that
except initiating departmental
enquiry (DE) the police had
not taken any action against
the erring cop Manisha post-
ed at Security Line, Vinay
Marg who was neither paying
her rent nor vacating the
premises.

On the basis of the JThamb
complaint, the CCPD issued
notice to Delhi police which
was represented by ACP
Satveer Singh (Security) during
the case hearing on February 2,
2021.

Commissioner for Persons
with Disability Upma
Srivastava expressed shock
that in “cases where a proper-
ty is occupied illegally, it is
normally police approached

for eviction. However, con-
trary to this in the present
complaint, a lady constable of
police is herself harassing the
complainant’, this despite that
the complainant’s condition
was pathetic who was trying
hard to make the two ends
meet in the absence of rental
income, his only source of
income.

The Court has now direct-
ed the Delhi police to expedite
the DE against the erring cop
as well as deduct rental
amount from her salary to
ensure that Jhamb can live a
dignified life.

Given the seriousness of
the situation and the assurance
given by the respondent that
necessary action will be taken
towards redressal of the com-
plainant’s grievance,
Commissioner Srivastava has

also suggested imposition of
considerable penalty on the
lady police constable including
suspension from the service
and recovery of the entire due
amount of rent for cheating a
person with disability.
Initially Jhamb had
approached the district DCP
(South East) and SHO of the
area who dismissed the matter
calling it ‘tenancy dispute
between landlord and tenant,
which is civil in nature and no
police action is required”.
According to Jhamb, he
had rented out his premises at
Govind Puri, Kalkaji to
Manisha in October 2019 on a
monthly rent of ¥8,500. He
alleged that she stopped giving
rent from February, 2020.
Jhamb also alleged that
Manisha behaved rudely with
him and threatened him of dire

consequences if he reported
this matter to any one further.

Unhappy at the police
response, the court noticed
that “miscarriage of justice is
being carried out by a repre-
sentative of Delhi Police which
should not be taken lightly by
her superiors.

“As evident from the hear-
ing held, the condition of the
complainant is pathetic who
has been reduced to a hand to
mouth existence on account of
loss of the basic source of his
livelihood, i.e. the rental from
his flat,” said the court in a five
page order.

“Till such time the inquiry
is over, the rental amount be
deducted from the salary of the
lady constable and deposited in
the account of the complainant
to ensure that he can live a dig-
nified life;” it further said.

AYUSH files patent for bio-production

of secondary metabohtesfrom Be

PNS B NEW DELHI

he National Medicinal

Plants Board (NMPB),
under the Ministry of AYUSH,
has filed patent for bio-pro-
duction of secondary metabo-
lites from Bel (Aegle marme-
los), in-vitro production of
secondary metabolites from
tree species of Dashamoola
(10 roots used in ayurveda)
through hairy root cultures
and development of anti-can-
cer and anti-inflammatory
agents from Dioscoria flori-
bunda.

“While the first two pro-
jects belong to the Institute of
Forest Genetics and Tree
Breeding (IFGTB),
Coimbatore, the third project
is being carried out by Central
Institute of Medicinal and

Aromatic Plants (CIMAP)
Lucknow. The CIMAP filed
patent is titled as “A synergis-
tic polyherbal formulation
exhibiting potential cancer
activity;” said JLN Sastry, CEO,
National Medicinal Plants
Board in a statement here.
Filing of the patent is the
NMPB part of a special drive to
identify the patentable pro-
jects which are sponsored
under the ‘Research and
Development Component’ of
Central Sector Scheme (CSS)

“Conservation,
Development and Sustainable
Management of Medicinal
Plants”

NMPB generally sponsors
various R&D programs under
CSS to both Governments as
well as private organizations
across the country, said the offi-
cial.

Sastry said “this is just the
humble beginning for NMPB’s
team and will file more patents
in the coming times”

The NMPB has also devel-
oped e-CHARAK, an e-chan-
nel for herbs, aromatic raw
material, and knowledge as a
virtual market place for trade
of medicinal plants produce
and also enable information
exchange between various
stakeholders involved in the
sector.
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TAMIL NADU POLLS

Bring in Priyanka slogan
echoes in Kanyakumari

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN m
CHENNAI

ven as the BJP has decided

to field Pon Radhakrishnan
(69), former Union Minister of
State for Finance and Surface
Transport in the Narendra
Modi Government (2014-
2019) as the party candidate for
the April 6 byelection to
Kanyakumari Lok Sabha seat,
a section of Congress leaders in
Tamil Nadu has asked the
party high command to bring
in Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
AICC general secretary as a
candidate.

The seat fell vacant as
Congress leader H Vasanth
Kumar, who was elected to Lok
Sabha in the 2019 General
Election succumbed to Covid-
19. Vasanth Kumar had won
the 2019 Lok Sabha election by
defeating Pon Radhakrishnan
by more than 2.6 lakh votes. It

is to be seen whether the
Kanyakumari electorate would
prefer this time a candidate
who was thrashed in an elec-
tion held two years ago.

Karti Chidambaram, MP,
senior Congress leader has
asked the Congress High
Command to field Priyanka
Gandhi  Vadra from
Kanyakumari as the Congress
candidate and this has found
acceptance among a large sec-
tion of the party cadre. The
people of south Tamil Nadu
have been enthused by last
week’s visit of her brother
Rahul Gandhi MP to the three
districts of Thoothukudi,
Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari
which are Congress strong-
holds.

Radhakrishnan who had
won the seat in the 1999 and
2014 Lok Sabha election had
been defeated from the con-
stituency six times, making

him a veteran of battles.

“T am always available to
the people of the constituency
whether I am in power or not
and this makes them come to
me for all their needs. Ill con-
tinue to do what I could to help

the people,” said
Radhakrishnan.

M Ravinson, lawyer and a
senior citizen from

Kanyakumari said as the con-
stituency happens to be a
stronghold of the Congress, the
result is a foregone conclusion.
Radhakrishnan won in 1999
because of support by the
DMK while in 2014, the
Congress, the DMK and the
BJP fought separately.

There were reports that
the BJP would field a new face
but the announcement has
made it clear that the party in
Tamil Nadu is still under the
control of Ponnar, as
Radhakrishnan is addressed.

Early Gujarat polls
likely if BJP wins in
West Bengal: Minister

Valsad: A Gujarat Minister on Sunday
claimed Assembly polls in the State could be
brought forward from late 2022 if the BJP wins
in West Bengal.

Elections in the eastern state will be held
in eight phases from March 27, while count-
ing of votes will take place on May 2.

The term of the present Gujarat Assembly
is till December next year.

Talking to reporters in Umargam in
south Gujarat's Valsad district, state Forest and
Tribal Affairs Minister Raman Patkar said the
environment is conducive for early polls in
Gujarat at a time when the BJP is winning
everywhere.

“When the BJP is winning all around, then
(the party's) parliamentary board and the state
and national leadership understand that it is
better to hold elections (in Gujarat) in this
conducive environment,” he said.

“And if BJP wins in West Bengal, then the
announcement (for polls in Gujarat) can be
made in a short time;” Patkar claimed.

Patkar's statement comes against the
backdrop of the BJP registering a massive vic-
tory in the recently-concluded local bodies
polls in the state.

The party won 90 per cent seats in the
local bodies polls, as well as all six municipal
corporations, 75 out of 81 municipalities, all
31 district panchayats and 196 out of 231 talu-
ka panchayats. PTI
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Maha infection spurt continues,
fresh cases cross 11-K mark

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

The second wave spurt of Covid-

cases continued in
Maharashtra on Sunday, as the num-
ber of daily infections crossed 11,000
mark, while the daily coronavirus toll
came down to 38.

After infections breached the
10000-mark for two consecutive
days, Maharashtra on Sunday
touched a new high of 11,141 in the
second round of intense spread of the
Covid-19 ever since it first broke out
in March last year.

A cursory look at the increase in
the number of cases being witnessed
in the state since March 1 this year (
March -1: 6397, March 2: 7863,
March 3: 9855, March 4: 8998, March
5:10,216, March 6: 10,187 and March
7:11,141) reveals that there has been
a steady increase in the number of
cases during the past one week.

There has been a mixed trend as
far as deaths are concerned during the
last one week. While there were 30
deaths on March 1, the death tally
ever since then has been: March 2-54,
March 3—42, March 4—60, March 5-
53, March 6—47 and March 7—38.

With the 11,141 new cases
reported on Sunday, the total num-
ber of infections climbed from
22,08,586 to 22,19,727. Similarly with
38 fresh deaths, the total number
deaths rose from 52,440 to 52,478.

As 6013 patients were discharged
from the hospitals across the state
after full recovery, the total number
of people discharged from the hos-
pitals since the second week of March
last year went up to 20,78,044. The
recovery rate in the state dropped
marginally from 93.36 per cent to
93.17 per cent.

With four fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai rose from
11,500 to 11,504, while the infected
cases went up by 1361 to trigger a
jump in the infections from 3,32,208
to 3,33,569.

Meanwhile, the number of “active

cases” total cases in the state went up
from 92,897 to 97,983. The fatality
rate in the state dropped from 2.37
per cent to 2.36 per cent.

There are a maximum of 20,347
“active” cases in Pune, followed by
Nagpur (11,635), Thane (10,294),
Mumbai (9319), Amravati (5037),
Akola (4811), Jalgaon (4538),
Aurangabad (4264) and Nashik
(3741).

Pune district, which continued to
be the worst-affected city-district in
Maharashtra, saw the total number of
cases increase from 4,19,162 to
4,21,162, while the total number of
deaths in Pune went up from 8087 to
8092.

Thane district remained in the
third spot --after Pune and Mumbai
- after the total number of infections
rose from 2,84,811 to 2,85,729, while
the total deaths climbed from 5,831
to 5,834.

Of the 1,68,67,286 samples sent
to laboratories, 22,19,727 have test-
ed positive (13.16 per cent) for
COVID-19 until Sunday.

Currently, 4,39,055 people are in
home quarantine while 4,650 people
are in institutional quarantine.

Book dedicated to Emakulam Press Club out

On Women’s Day, NTPC

School workers suspended

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

News about news reporters may
not have that much attraction for
newspaper readers. Most of the daily
newspaper readers are not aware of
the process involved in the making of
news reports which fill the daily’s
sheets. The lives of journalists, the
unsung heroes and heroines of the
media industry, fade into oblivion
once they retire from service or walk
into the autumn of life.

This is the reason which prompt-
ed PA Mahboob, veteran journalist,
who authored “Untold Stories by
Journalists” which is being released by
Congress leader A K Antony, whose
profession as a politician was
launched from Ernakulam. This is the
first comprehensive account of how
journalists in Ernakulam district built
the first-ever Press Club building in
the country.

In modern times, scribes rush to
the government with petitions and
memorandums seeking hike in
monthly pensions, medical benefits
and accommodations, journalists of
yesteryears struggled to meet both the
ends of life together. Most of them
were the carry forward products
from the freedom struggle movement,
according to P Rajan, octogenarian

journalist and chronicler of Kerala
politics, who played a major role in
making the dream of scribes in the
district to have a building of their
own.

“This is the first ever Press Club
building in the country, having com-
pleted the construction in 1968. The
then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
inaugurated the four-storied building
on December 15, 1968, writes
Mahboob quoting from various news
reports that appeared in the editions
of December 16, 1968.

What makes this building unique
in many ways is the cost of con-
struction, the speed with which it was
built and the fact that the journalists
who did not seek any financial aid
from the State Government for the

building.

“The plot of land on which the
building stands was bought from the
Kerala Government paying the pre-
vailing market rate. The cost of con-
struction was met by a lottery. We
journalists spread out across the State
to sell the lottery, each ticket costing
Re one. The first prize was Rs 10,000/-
and a Herald Car,” reminiscences P
Rajan, the lone surviving member of
the journalistic fraternity of those
days.

Besides being the first ever Press
Club building in the country, this
institution is the one that pioneered
the concept of Meet-The-Press.
Politicians that include Prime
Minister, union cabinet ministers
and former heads of State had par-

ticipated in the Meet-The-Press pro-
grammes organized by us and this
later caught up with the rest of the
nation,” said Mahboob, who literally
started his journalistic profession as
a primary school student with the
Press Club.

“I have seen my late father, him-
self a journalist and his fellow jour-
nalists sharing space on the footpath
as well as in the verandah of a studio
near the Ernakulam Guest House, the
favorite accommodation of VIPs fre-
quenting Ernakulam. Those days I
used to ride a bicycle to Ernakulam
to help my father;” said Mahboob.

The 369-page account has been
done in the characteristic style of
reporters, without any embellish-
ment or adjectives. “That’s how we
reporters file our copies from the
Press Club and it is the profession-
als in the newsroom who make it in
readable format. There was no news-
room staff for this book,” said
Mahboob with a smile. The book is
not about just how the building was
constructed. It has many incidents like
“behind the news”, accounts of how
reports developed over the time in
that era when telephone was a rare
commodity, cars were luxury while
Akashwani was the only source of
news.

announces recruitment
drive for women

New Delhi: On Women’s Day, NTPC Ltd,
Indias largest integrated power company
announces plans for recruiting only women
executives as a special recruitment drive across
its areas of operations. This will further
strengthen women power in Indias largest
power generation company.

Such recruitment drive will further enhance
gender diversity as parameter for NTPC.
NTPC has been working at improving its gen-
der ratio wherever possible. To attract more
woman applicants, number of innovative ini-
tiatives have been taken. The application fee
at the time of recruitment is completely
waived-off for women employees. To support
women workforce, NTPC adheres to policies
like Child Care Leave with Pay, Maternity Leave,
Sabbatical leave and NTPC Special Child
Care Leave on Adoption of a Child/Delivering
Child through Surrogacy. NTPC has also
introduced special facilities at work like Child
Care Facilities and Creéche Facility to make life
of mother’s convenient at work. Additionally,
Special counselling session are arranged for
women employees, special initiatives are taken
for developing leadership/managerial compe-
tencies of women employees etc.At NTPC
townships, also referred to as ‘mini India)
women play a pivotal role in community devel-
opmental activities to foster a diversified cul-
ture through Ladies Clubs promoted by NTPC.

after ‘girl sweeping floor’
video goes viral in Aligarh

PRADEEP SAXENA M ALIGARH

The BSA has suspended Bhupendra Singh and Deepak
Singh, fourth grade employees, after the photo of a
student getting a broom in a former secondary school in
Dhanipur went viral on the internet media. Incharge
Principal Neelam Saxena has been warned. The head-
master has been suspended for the food not being cooked
in the mid-day meal in primary school, Faridpur.

BSA Laxmikant Pandey said that there was a com-
plaint in the DM War Room about the case of the stu-
dent getting a broom in the former secondary school,
Dhanipur. When the team went to school and investigated,
the matter was found correct. The condition of school's
infrastructure was bad. The in-charge headmistress was
warned for this. In primary school Faridpur Dhanipur,
the team found 47 out of 158 children present. Nothing
was found to work under boundary wall, toilets, sub-
mersible and rejuvenation.

MDM was also not formed from March 1 to 6.
Composite grant consumption bills were not introduced.
Principal Rishipal Singh has been suspended. Only 30 chil-
dren out of 493 were present in Composite School, Sihor
Dhanipur. There was no cleaning and dyeing. The
incharge headmistress could not give information about
rejuvenation and departmental work. The headmaster has
been summoned to the office with the documents.
Attendance at East Secondary School Kaliyanpur
Dhanipur was signed by Rashmi Tripathi, Incharge
Principal at Panjika, but she was not in school.

Punjab set t

to take major leap in
women empowerment and protection

Punjab CM orders immediate
action on 7-point Agenda 2022

J&K: Hundreds of Rohingyas vacate temporary dwellings' to escape crackdown

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

of their documents and UNHRC
cards.

through collaboration with UN

Chandigarh: The Punjab Government is all set to join
hands with various United Nations and other global agen-
cies to scale its efforts to empower and protect women,
with Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh slated to
launch eight special initiatives to mark the International
Women's Day.

The initiatives scheduled for launch on Monday
include appointment letters for 2047 Master Cadre
women teachers as well as Sanja Shakti helpdesks and 181
Sanjh Shakti helpline for women at all police stations, with
women operators to predominantly man the same for
prompt and sensitive response to crimes against women.

An official spokesperson said the pro-women initia-
tives would be launched virtually by the Chief Minister
from Punjab Bhawan, Chandigarh, with simultaneous pro-
grammes at District Headquarters and block levels
across Punjab. Social Security, Women and Child
Development Minister Aruna Chaudhary will join the
main launch event with other Ministers and MLAs.

On the occasion, the Chief Minister would also per-
sonally hand over appointment letters to some of the newly
recruited women teachers in the Master Cadre in the
School Education Department. A total of 2407 women
teachers across the State will be given the letters.

According to an official spokesperson, the state gov-
ernment’s collaboration with international agencies was
aimed at safeguarding women from crimes, protecting their
rights and introducing gender sensitization curriculum
in school syllabus

Chandigarh: With a record-breaking 84.6% of the
manifesto commitments already accomplished - a
feat never achieved before by any political party, and
the promise of fulfilling the remaining in the next
one year, Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder
Singh on Sunday directed all Ministries and
departments to move aggressively and proactive-
ly to push for the realization of the 7-point
‘Agenda 2022’ he had unveiled in the Vidhan Sabha
on Friday.

The agenda, aimed at ensuring total protection
of people and their properties in an environment
of peaceful co-existence conducive to saving the
lives and livelihood of all Punjabis against all odds,
is centered around citizen welfare through a
holistic focus on overarching development of the
state. The overarching goal of the agenda is to ensure
the development of a ‘Kaamyab & Khushal Punjab.

The futuristic agenda, which has set the stage
for his government beyond the current term of his
government, is designed to meet the aspirations of
the people of Punjab, Captain Amarinder had
announced in the Vidhan Sabha on Friday while
sharing with the House his goals ahead. Cognisant
of the fact that this would need more time, he had
said, during his speech in response to the discus-
sion on the Motion of Thanks to the Governor’s
address in the Vidhan Sabha, that “I am sure that
the people of Punjab are conscious of
this?”

Aday after more than 150 illegal
immigrants from Myanmar
were shifted to a “holding centre” in
Hiranagar hundreds of panic strick-
en Rohingyas vacated their tempo-
rary dwellings in Kiryani talab area
of Bhatindi and adjoining areas to
escape police crackdown on Sunday.

Questioning the police action
against them some of the senior
members of the community also
alleged that they were being target-
ed in the election season because
they belong to the 'Muslim' com-
munity.

Meanwhile, the common mar-
kets where the majority of Rohingyas
had set shops and run their small
business units wore a deserted look
in the area. Jawans of para military
forces were deployed in and around
their dwellings to maintain a strict
vigil.

Kiryani talab area remained the
focal point during the day.

Large number of these
Rohingyas had converged there to
chalk out future course of action in
the wake of a strict action against
them.

B
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Rohingyas moves with their bags and baggage

to escape police action in Jammu

Mohd Zubair told The Pioneer,
initially we had no clue where mem-
bers of the Rohingya community
were shifted.Late in the night we
came to know through different
news platforms that police had shift-
ed them to Hiranagar in Kathua. He
said, “family members of Rohingyas
spent the long night waiting for their
relatives to return home” In the

absence of any concrete information
about the whereabouts of their rel-
atives, the majority of these
Rohingyas were gripped with fear
and not willing to go before the
policemen.

According to local residents in
the area the police had directed them
to report at MA stadium around
11.a.m for carrying out verification

Instead of visiting MA stadium,
alarge number of these immigrants
from Myanmar, accompanied by
their family members, stepped out
with 'bags and baggage' and started
marching towards 'Mecca Masjid'
located in Bhatindi.

As they were marching through
the streets local policemen on duty
tried their level best to convince
them to return to their dwellings.
These Rohingyas spent the major
part of the day occupying lanes and
bylanes in the area. Late evening they
were directed to return to their plots
and were also given a deadline of
atleast four days to sort out their
issues at work including pending
payments.

Meanwhile, some of the senior
members of the Rohingya commu-
nity also appealed to the
Government of India to give them
some time to settle their payment
issues at work before shifting them
to any other place. They also
appealed to the centre govt not to
penalise all of them for fault of few
among them involved in wrong
doings.

JN MEDICAL COLLEGE
OF AMU ASSAULT CASE

Resident doctors’
strike seeking arrest
of accused continues

Aligarh: Junior doctors of JN Medical
College are adamant on demanding the
arrest of the main accused for assaulting
the doctor at the trauma center. Doctors
clearly say that the strike will continue till
the accused go to judicial custody.
Meanwhile two patients succumbed to
death during the strike. Patients are
returning back due to this strike.

Dr. Asad Alam, who was on duty at
the Trauma Center of the Medical College,
was beaten up by the attendant. In this
case, two accused got bail from the court.
While the main accused Rizwan is still
away from the grip of the police. The strike
was announced by the RDA to demand
the arrest of the accused. On Friday
evening, the Chairman of RDA, Dr.
Mohammad Kashif, expressed satisfaction
over the police action and announced the
withdrawal of the strike. PNS

With no let up in the continued
surge in the number of Covid-
19 cases in the Mumbai metropoli-
tan region (MMR) and other cities
across Maharashtra, the Centre has
advised the State administration to
“stick to the basics of surveillance,
contact tracing and testing”

In its report submitted after its
visit to the state 4 on March 1 and
2, the team deputed by the Union
Health Ministry has said: “Don't let
the guard down: stay to the basics of
surveillance, contact tracing and
testing. Micro plan and ensure strict
compliance of protocols. Strengthen
teams to ensure meticulous home
quarantine, do focussed testing of
100% population in hotspot areas
repeated at five days, and isolate pos-
itives to check spread”. While advis-
ing the Maharashtra government to
undertake a massive Information,
Education and Communication
(IEC) campaign, the Central team

‘Stick to basics of surveillance,
contact tracing and testing’

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

behaviour is needed”.

lowing these. Renewed effort

paign.

report said.

said: “Massive IEC Campaign and
collective behavioural change and
influencing for Covid-appropriate

“Those who are opinion makers
- some political leaders, some doc-
tors - they may themselves not be fol-

motivation, communication, engage-
ment with opinion makers and
strict enforcement is a must. Media
orientation/ engagement will be
useful,” the Central team’s report said

The Central team asked the state
government to strengthen the ‘Me
Javabdar’ (I am responsible) cam-

Among other things, the Central
team asked District Collectors,
Municipal Commissioners and
Police Commissioners to “lead from
the front proactively” to enhance
coordination among the various
implementing agencies. “What needs
to be done is fairly known.... ‘getting
it done’ is what is required now; the

Covid-19: 112

PTI B SRINAGAR

at | 1,962, officials said.

and 15 in Jammu district.

single digits.

far, the officials said.

they added.

more cases in J&K

ammu and Kashmir on Sunday
recorded 112 new Covid-19 cases
that took the tally to 1,27,044,
while one more death due to the
coronavirus pushed the toll to

Out of the fresh cases, 19 were
reported from the Jammu division
and 93 from the Kashmir division
of the union territory, they said.

The officials said Srinagar dis-
trict recorded the highest of 35 cases
followed by 19 in Baramulla district

Ten other districts had cases in

The number of active cases is
892 in the union territory, while
1,24,190 patients have recovered so
The
death toll in the union territory due
to the pandemic is 1,962 as one
fresh death was reported from
Kashmir valley in the past 24 hours,

Vendors wait for cutomers to sell utensils at weekly Chor Bazar, also known as Gulan or ‘Ravivari’ bazar, in Ahmedabad on Sunday

PTI



5 NEW DELHI | MONDAY | MARCH 8, 2021

www.dailypioneer.com
facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

PAPER WITH PASSION

Risky resolve

Will Mamata’s decision to contest Nandigram
backfire or bring her back to power?

lectoral politics is a tricky game and, for political parties that are practically a one-
Eperson show, it's especially important for the supremo to choose to contest from
such an Assembly seat that it sends a strong message among the masses that
the leader is attached to the grassroots and doesn't hesitate to take the rivals head on.
This has a psychological impact on the voters, not only in the particular constituency
the leader contests from but across the State, which helps consolidate the vote bank
in that party’s favour. TMC chief Mamata Banerjee seems to have hit the right note by
deciding to contest from Nandigram, the seat held by her one-time confidant Suvendu
Adhikari who dumped the TMC to join the BJP in December. By doing so, Mamata —
who is beleaguered by a spate of defections from
the TMC in the five months preceding the Assembly
elections — has taken the fight to the BJP’s camp
and tried to project a pro-poor image by returning
to her political roots. The Trinamool's sweep of
Nandigram in 2007 is one of the key factors that paved
the way for her political resurrection and catapulted
her to power in 2011. Adhikari, who wields consid-
erable influence in the constituency, had thrown down
the gauntlet to Mamata to contest from the seat. Now,
| Mamata seems to have accepted the challenge and
asserted that “this is a smiley election”. It might
appear to be a case of simple political enmity but
there is no denying that it has deeper political connotations.

With almost 40 per cent Muslim voters and a sizeable number of Dalits in the con-
stituency, Mamata might be confident of her win and Adhikari, after all, may not have
very bright prospects of defeating her but the contest here will certainly be demanding
on her in terms of time, energy and attention to other seats; in other words, a victory
in Nandigram might cost Mamata a few other constituencies. At a time when Didi is
already licking the wounds inflicted by scores of defectors, her special focus on Nandigram
might cost the Trinamool dear in West Bengal. Undoubtedly, Adhikari — who was the
architect of the ouster of the Left from Nandigram in 2007 — is the BJP’s biggest acqui-
sition but the saffron party’s real objective is to oust the TMC from power and not just
win the battle of prestige. So, from this viewpoint, Mamata’s decision to contest from
the constituency might actually serve the BJP which has already launched its “Mission
200+". Moreover, Mamata’s dropping out of Kolkata’s Bhowanipore seat, which she
represented for two terms and where her party trailed in the 2019 general elections by
a few thousand votes, has given the saffron party ammunition to mock her by saying
that it shows her nervousness. Whether it is Didi’s apprehensiveness or a bold, calcu-
lated move, or the BJP’s ploy to make Mamata channelise all her energy and focus on
to Nandigram, thus making her a spent force elsewhere, is the moot question which
only voters will answer. For now, with the recent turn of events, West Bengal has become
a hot spot of politics with the parties doing all that they can to win the elections.

A Japanese macaque soaks in a hot spring in Jigokudani valley in Nagano Prefecture, northwest of Tokyo AP

Diaholical dowry

A young woman'’s recent suicide in Ahmedabad must
jolt our conscience and nudge us to correct course

We are living in the 21st century but it seems, for a majority of women in India,

we are still living in ancient times when a woman’s worth was quantified by the

amount of dowry she brought along at the time of marriage. What else can explain
the shameful fact that when women are going into space, working as scientists and lead-
ing countries and global bodies, young women in our country are forced to end their lives
because they are unable to bear the harassment meted
out by their husbands and in-laws over “inadequate”
dowry? The latest in the long line of victims of a despi-
cable and archaic system, which was abolished and
criminalised in India in 1961, is a 23-year-old woman
from Gujarat who ended her life by jumping into
Ahmedabad’s Sabarmati river. Before dying, she shot
avideo and made an impassioned plea to all Muslims
for ending the dowry system as “itis illegitimate and
forbidden”. Though the woman’s husband was arrest-
ed for abetting her suicide, and many prominent lead-
ers from the community have condemned those who
take dowry and asked people to end this social evil,
it will not bring the woman back.

Dowry is a blot on our society and country where we worship goddesses and women
are considered the incarnation of Lakshmi and Durga. It is a shame that in a nation whose
Prime Minister has given a clarion call for “Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao”, our daughters
are either killed or forced to commit suicide over dowry. The National Crime Records
Bureau’s 2017 report is an indication of the gravity of the situation as India recorded
nearly 7,000 dowry-linked deaths. Also, dowry deaths rose from 19 per day in 2001
to 21 per day in 2016. As usual, the fingers will point towards weak law enforcement
and non-implementation of laws, but the fact remains that the laws are adequate to end
this malaise. The Supreme Court recently made it abundantly clear that it will not tol-
erate harassment of women for dowry. It is we, the people, who have to change. Parents
must educate their daughters and stop seeing them as a burden. If you have a self-
reliant daughter with good education and a job, you don’t have to pay someone for her
upkeep. Women, too, should refuse to marry men who seek dowry. It is only when the
parents and women grow a spine that this evil practice will end. Don’t expect anyone
else to come and help you. This Women’s Day, do take a pledge to help yoursel.

Exorcising the
OROP conundrum—="=

)

The ‘One Rank One Pension’ imbroglio is tormenting our Defence
personnel and veterans, who continue to lose hope each passing day

ne issue that distin-
guishes the Narendra
Modi Government
from its earlier itera-

tions is the manner in which it
has used the military, quite
successfully at that, to portray
an apparently muscular for-
eign policy, not least for the
domestic audience. This has
allowed it to reap rich dividends
at the hustings. Yet ironically,
apart from praising the military
in public, Modi has done little
for them on the ground, display-
ing little concern for the morale
or well-being of its personnel.

Take the issue of welfare of
our servicemen. The
Government has reduced
Canteen facilities, is intent on
opening up and monetising
Cantonment lands, adding to
the insecurity of families of
servicemen separated over long
periods due to their spouses
being deployed either opera-
tionally or on training. In addi-
tion, he has refused to authorise
the Non-Functional Financial
Upgrade (NFFU), which is
authorised to other Central
Government services, including
the Central Armed Police
Forces, thereby lowering their
status and emoluments in com-
parison to the other services.
The plain fact is that the grant
of NFFU to bureaucrats allows
them to get OROP, through the
back door as it were, because
nearly all of them now retire in
the Apex Grade.

All these little pinpricks ran-
kle and more so this
Government’s unwillingness to
implement OROP in letter and
spirit as envisaged by the
Parliamentary Committee head-
ed by veteran BJP MP Bhagat
Singh Koshyari: A definition
that had been accepted by both
Houses of Parliament and the
then UPA Government in power.
What is particularly galling is
that Modi used this very issue to
galvanise the serving and veter-
an community during the 2014
general elections.

His sanctioning of a distort-
ed version of what had been
promised earlier forced the vet-
erans to launch peaceful protests
on June 14, 2015, which contin-
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ue to this day. The fact that the
Government has done nothing
to resolve matters, and instead
resorted to issuing misleading
statements and even violence
against them, is undoubtedly a
precursor as to how this
Government will handle the
farmers’ protest in the long run.

At the end of the day, the
issue is very simple. All that
the veterans demand is a

chantce tqtgvz put.'i};ei; ret.itr)cle- AT THE END OF THE
ment with dignity, feasible

only if their pensions are DAYa THE ISSUE
protected from rising infla- |S VERY S IMPLE.
tion as the majority retires rel-

atively young; that this ALL THAT THE
Government is unwilling to VETERANS
do so reeks of hypocrisy.

For example, even while DEMAND IS A
this Government opposes CHANCE TO I_IVE
OROP for its military veterans, OUT THEIR
it lost little time in ensuring
thatall Members of Parliament ~ RETIREMENT WITH
receive pensions calculated in DIGNITY. FEASIBLE
much the same manner that (
military veterans have been ONLY IF THEIR
demanding. In 2018, it amend- PENSIONS ARE
ed Clause 8A of “The Salary PROTECTED
Allowances and Pension of
Members Act, 1954, to provide FROM RISING
for an increase in the autho-
rised pension every five years INFLATION AS THE
on the basis of the Cost MAJORITY RETIRES
Inflation Index, which clearly RELATIVELY YOUNG

links pensions for all former
members to what is received
by the incumbent.

This unfair treatment, espe-
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cially the Government’s refusal
to put in public domain the
Justice Reddy Committee (to
look into anomalies in OROP)
Report, submitted in October
2016, forced the military veter-
ans to approach the Supreme
Court. Over four years later, the
case has made tardy progress
mainly due to the
Governments efforts to delay.
By not taking cognisance
of this issue, the Bench has not
been kind to the veterans, who
continue to suffer and lose
hope as each day passes. What
is worse, the Justices hearing
the case, now in the final argu-
ments stage, have repeatedly
postponed the hearing on the
grounds they have not had the
requisite time to study and
understand the case in detail.
The next hearing is in a few
days and one hopes the Bench
will actually hear the case and
not kick it down the road.
Oddly enough for the vast
majority of us, not particular-
ly conversant with the intrica-
cies of the judicial process, this
hearing in itself appears to be
completely superfluous. This is
because the Supreme Court
had on September 9, 2008, in
its judgment in the case of
Union of India and Maj Gen
SPS Vains and Others, ruled:
“No Defence personnel senior
in rank can get lesser pension

-h. = 5
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PUNISH THE PROTOCOL VIOLATORS

Sir — The Government must step up its
awareness drive with respect to COVID-1
vaccination as many people are still not
aware of the importance of getting vaccinat-
ed. Most of these people are from villages
who don't follow the safety protocols. They
neither sanitise their hands regularly nor
wear a face mask.

The Government must advertise the list
of the centres where jabs are being provid-
ed in vernacular newspapers across the
nation. It must also announce it on radio and
telecast the list on national television. The
information will help ensure that senior cit-
izens choose their nearest hospital for
immunisation in a hassle-free manner.

Further, just imposing a fine on those
who err is not enough. There should be
strict punishment for not wearing the
mask. It is also seen that police officials often
misuse their powers and threaten the poor
in the name of not adhering to the guide-
lines. They extort money from poor vendors
who fail to wear mask or who do not wear
it properly. The Government needs to dis-
seminate information with respect to
Coronavirus vaccination through all medi-
ums of communication. It is also the
responsibility of the citizens to maintain
social distancing and get themselves vacci-
nated when their turn comes. Even for those
who have taken the jab, precaution is first
and foremost. We have no idea how the
virus mutates or changes its form and
becomes lethal. We must remember that
prevention is always better than cure.

Varun Dambal | Bengaluru

GOUT MUST ACT TO END THE PLIGHT OF FARMERS
Sir — The ongoing farmers’ protest is the
result of the Government’s arrogance as it
is not ready to agree to the demand of the
growers. The farmers are demanding com-
plete repeal of the three contentious farm
laws and are not ready to settle for anything
less. The Government, on the other hand
Jis hell-bent to impose these laws as it is in
consonance with its agenda of rampant pri-
vatisation. It will be a setback to the prevail-
ing Minimum Support Price (MSP) system

6). It is a sin to waste food but the reality is
that when people go to restaurants and eater-
ies, they waste food as they order more than they
can eat. The rest of the food in their plate is
thrown into dustbins. Despite the Government’s
attempts to provide food security to all, it is still
a distant dream.
Thousands die of hunger every year in India
and abroad and yet people don't realise the
importance of not wasting food. The United

I t refers to the editorial ‘Blasphemous’ (March

for the crops and will finish off the
Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC) mandis in India.

The 100-day period of protest is a blot
on India’s democracy and the treatment
meted out to the protesters is simply inhu-
mane. However, the Opposition is with the
farmers. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi hit
out at the Centre over the farmers’ protest
and said nails were laid at Delhi’s borders
for those, whose sons risk their lives at the
country’s borders.

Farmers, mostly from Punjab, Haryana
and western Uttar Pradesh, have been
camping at several border points of Delhi,
including Tikri, Singhu and Ghazipur,
since November 28 last year but farmers
across the India are now coming out in their
support.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar

WHY NEED CELEBRITY ENDORSEMENT?

Sir — Companies signing celebrities as the
brand ambassadors for their products seems

Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP)
report 2021 showing 50 kg per year per person
food wastage is both worrying and dishearten-
ing in view of the fact that the wastage account-
ing for millions of metric tonnes, if saved, can
save thousands of lives of the hungry and the
malnourished.

We must not forget about the plight of those
who go to bed hungry. Thousands of labourers,
who were recently forced to leave the big cities
and migrate back to their villages during the
COVID-19 lockdown, are struggling hard to sus-
tain themselves. We have responsibility towards
our poor brethren. It is also seen that people who
order food at home too waste much in their plate.
While placing an online order, we must take care
that we order only the quantity which we can eas-
ily consume. There is a lot of wastage of veg-
etables, fruits and other items like fish, meat and
eggs during transportation and due to lack of
proper storage facilities.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur

to be the trend. While the intended purpose
of such a move is to push up the sales, when
a product has a fair market share, what is the
need for brand ambassadors?

Further, when a company can achieve
a sizeable market share for a product on its
own strength, why should it spend unnec-
essarily? And naturally, such expenditure will
have a bearing on the buyers as product price
will go up, for where else will the company
find money to meet such heavy expendi-
tures?

To sum up, a product does not need any
endorsement if it has a fair share of accep-
tance in the market. Even if celebrities are
roped in, seldom does it help boost the sales,
for the people know better about the prod-
ucts than the celebrities. The product must
be of such quality that consumers purcahse
it even if a celebrity doesn’t endorse it.

V § Jayaraman | Chennai
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than his junior irrespective of
the date of retirement and
similarly placed officers of the
same rank are to be given the
same pension irrespective of
the date of retirement.” These
are directions that the Defence
Ministry has yet to fully imple-
ment and which in no uncer-
tain terms accede to what the
veterans have been demanding.

Interestingly enough in
2014, when the Supreme
Court was passing directions
to the Government to correct
the anomalies in the pensions
of High Court Justices, then
Chief Justice of India P
Sathasivam directed that “one
rank one pension must be the
norm in respect of a consti-
tutional office”, a benefit
which Justices of the Supreme
Court already enjoyed.

Finally, can it really be the
case that in a democracy like
ours, the constitutional
authorities do not see them-
selves as mere public servants
and believe themselves to be
superior to other Government
servants and ordinary citizens?

(The writer is a military
veteran, who is a consultant
with the Observer Research
Foundation and Senior
Visiting Fellow with The
Peninsula  Foundation,
Chennai. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Governmentwill |
ensure piped water
in every household
in Gujarat, including
those in the slums
and shanties, by 2022.

Gujarat Chief Minister
— Vijay Rupani

By the end of June,
we will already be in
economic normality.
We are going to have
greater growth and
recovery in industrial activity.

Mexico President
— Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador

Abbas-Mustan are
like family to me. It's
been a 22-year
association since
Soldier. | have always
loved their vision of
making movies.

Actor
— Bobby Deol

The health of the elite
athletes training in
the national camp for
Olympics is our
priority, but we have
to follow protocol of
the health department.

Union Sports Minister
— Kiren Rijiju
The Delhi Cabinet
has given approval for
constitution of the
Delhi Board of School
Education.

Delhi Chief Minister
— Arvind Kejriwal
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EMPOWERMENT
BEGINS AT HOME

Parents have to walk the talk and drive home the point
that the girl child is no different from her male sibling

RAVI CHANDER KOCHHAR

'omen’s empowerment has often been a buzzword and the
chntral theme of numerous seminars, webinars and panel

discussions in the recent past. This is more so as
International Women’s Day, which is celebrated on March 8,
approaches. At every such forum, it has been emphasised that a
woman must have the courage to stand up and make her pres-
ence felt to ensure that she gets her due in every walk of life, be it
her family, educational institutions or the workplace. All stakehold-
ers, including the Government and society must play their respec-
tive role in ensuring women empowerment, for nurturing and effec-
tively taking women on board for nation building.

Here, rather than mere formulation and enactment of various
policies and provisions, society has a much more important role
to play in achieving the desired outcome. If you study life histories
of those who have made a mark in society, they follow a certain
pattern with commonalities including their upbringing, education and
career profile, further signifying the impactful role societies play in
women’s empowerment.

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

Detying norms
for better lives

Sadly, in spite of women’s foray into many non-traditional fields, only one-quarter of
Indian women, compared to 82 per cent of men, are in the labour market

ing the Telangana Southern Power :
Distribution Corporation Limited (TSSPD-

CL) as junior powerline workers and becoming :
a part of a workforce that has solely comprised men
in the State. The women did so after qualifying
tests, including climbing up an electric pole. Still :
the job didn’t come on a platter. The duo had to :
knock on the High Courts door, challenging the
corporation’s stand that “such posts are reserved
for men.” :
Nevertheless, despite such occupational seg-
regations and archaic rules, many women dared :
to storm male bastions. Surely, Delhi’s :
Mehrunnisha Shokat Ali is one of them. She has :
been working as a bouncer for the last 15 years,
demolishing the notion that women belong to the :
weaker sex and need men’s protection. “I was :
always fascinated by people in the Army and the
police. But I couldn't nurture any such ambitions :
as my highly orthodox father was totally against :
giving any of his daughters an education. :
Thankfully, my mother sent us to school’, remi-
niscences Mehrunnisha. “When I'joined the NCC
in school, my father got furious and burnt my uni- :

This year, two women created history by join- :

GENDER GAP
IN EMPLOYMENT

BE REVERSED

THIS
MAJOR

CAN ONLY

ARCHANA DATTA

As it is said, “charity begins at home”, the starting point for
women’s empowerment is within the family where each sibling must
be given equal opportunity all through their formative years. In this
regard, parents can play a very important role and both mother and
father have to walk the talk and consciously drive home the point
among the children that the girl child is no different and doesn’t have
to be treated differently.

The second stage which equally influences the mindset of the
young generation towards the principles of gender equality and
women empowerment is at the educational institutions. It is here
that they come out of their homes and join peers of both genders.
These children are under the mentorship of their teachers and the
onus lies with the schools and colleges to ensure that the girl child
is given a fair chance at every level, not only in academics and
research but in all other extracurricular activities as well. It is up to
the management to ensure an equal opportunity to all. There should
be no discrimination in the selection process and every male and
female candidate should be given a fair chance. Thereafter, all through
their career, it must be ensured that women are given opportuni-
ties at par with their male counterparts and assessed on the same
parameters for professional appraisal and promotions. It is also the
responsibility of the management to create a conducive work envi-
ronment devoid of any form of discrimination.

Further, considering the special needs of women and the bio-
logical differences with men, maternity and other leaves should be
granted at the appropriate time. On the other hand, women must
not take any undue favour or advantage and must climb the lad-
der of success on their merit. Be it professional, administrative, or
interpersonal relationship, women must move with confidence. They
must prove themselves as competent, committed and self-moti-
vated. Moreover, there is a need to change the male mindset and
men must understand that in today’s competitive world with the
ethos of gender equality at the helm, if any woman is better, they
must accept the fact, learn to respect her authority and take orders
from a female boss. Remember there are no free lunches and every
opportunity comes with a price tag. The question is whether you
are ready to pay the price!

(The writer is Group Pro Vice Chancellor, Amity University, Uttar
Pradesh. The views expressed are personal.)

form. Luckily, by that time, I had learnt some basics BY TURNING
of judo and boxing. Later, after seeing a posse of THE EOCUS
well-built men in black suits in the show Indian : ON WOMEN
Idol, T wanted to become one of them’, she : IN ECONOMIC
recounts. : :
However, after her father suffered a loss in : STR%EI\E/(IQ\{?IS- i self, along with hands-on experi- West Bengal Government’s and puther daughtersin an orphan-
business, the responsibility of becoming the fam- AND ADOPTING A . ence” A young mother, she givesthe ~ Gatidhara scheme in 2019. Thisway ~ age. Today, her daughters stay with

ily’s breadwinner was thrust on her. Luckily she :
met Arun Rana, who owns a security agency and
a restaurant in Hauz Khas, South Delhi. Rana :
engaged her in his restaurant as he was “looking :

GENDER-SENSITIVE
APPROACHIN A
POST-PANDEMIC :

i credit for her success to her parents,
husband and two siblings and says
¢ “more women are now shaking off
i inhibitions, coming forward and

for women bouncers to put female customers at : WORLD. : supporting each other”

ease and found her very capable of easing any ten- ONLY THEN Though women at the steering
sion” Now, in her mid-30s, Mehrunnisha, who WILL WE : wheel may not be a uncommon
maintains a strict workout regime, has earned the BE ABLE : sight, but, choosing it as a vocation
experience of working with many high-profile TO CREATE : is. Notwithstanding age-old biases
women and men in the world of film, entertain- A‘NEW INDIA" : about women drivers, Delhi’s

ment and business. She looks forward to launch- :
ing her own security agency with her sister :
Tarannum, who is also a bouncer.

Unlike the Ali sisters, for 24-year-old Sabina :
working for a top global brand in Gurugram, the :
path was less bumpy. Sabina confidently says: “T
learnt martial arts in order to become a bouncer. :
Iam not in the profession for money alone, I get :
alot of respect in my workplace. I shall marry, only
if T am allowed to work”” Now, the vice-president
of a security agency with a pan-India clientele, :
Sabina admits that “there is a growing demand for :
women security personnel and many clients con- :
sider them safe, more disciplined and efficient” :

The security business is not the only glass ceil-
ing that women are breaking. While, in the Indian
psyche, alcohol, cocktails, booze are still taboo :
words and going to a bar is a strict “no, no” for :
girls, there are many women like Delhi’s Suchana

: Anjana, Kolkata’s Manasi and
¢ Jaipur’s Ganga are professional dri-
i vers. Leaving behind their traumat-
¢ ic past, all of them got their train-
¢ ing under the ‘Women at the
: Wheels' programme of the Azad
¢ Foundation, a multi-city-based
i NGO. Anjana, who has been driving
i commercial cabs for the last eight
i years, now confidently says that, “I
¢ enjoy my work. I got my heavy vehi-
i cle driving licence in 2020 and am
i ready for any challenging job.
i Trapped in an unhappy marriage
i with a drunkard husband who had
i no fixed income, Anjana was des-
i perately looking for a job to feed her
i two children when Azad
: Foundation came to her aid. Anjana,

Bera Sharma, who are breaking the barriers here :
too. A management degree-holder, Suchana is a :
mixologist and currently the India brand head of

The writer is former
Director-General,

¢ now, in her late-30s, says that “my
: life’s only mission is to fulfil the
i dreams of my two children. My hus-

amajor player in the global spirits industry. Apro- : . dD Xl(;rliiirzlgc’fdio. i band no longer interferes in my life,
lific travel, cuisine and lifestyle writer with a huge : She was also Press ¢ though the separation suit is still
Instagram following, Suchana explains that Secretary, : pending in the court” Manasi, a vic-
“mixology is not only about creating a unique :  President of India. ¢ tim of child marriage, proudly says,
blend, but delving deep into the history and cul- Thzré;"fr :;%fssed ¢ “Tuse my Alto 300 car for commer-

ture of each drink by continuously educating one-

| WILL CONTEST FROM NANDIGRAM
AS | STICK TO MY WORDS. THIS

i cial rides, which I got under the

I can feed my family.” She lost her
husband even before her first child
was born. Manasi was soon thrown
out of her in-laws’ house, while, her
impoverished father was equally
unwilling to bear her burden. In
search of a living, she left her
father’s home for Kolkata, got a job
at a loan financing company for a
paltry sum, which enabled her to
put her son at a care agency. In her
lone struggle, she was duped by an
unscrupulous man with false
promises of marriage, who desert-
ed her once she became pregnant.
The local church came to her res-
cue and her life got irrevocably
changed once she came in touch
with the Azad Foundation. Now,
her elder son is in a boarding
school, the younger one studies in
a reputed school in Kolkata and
Manasi is saving money for a house
of her own.

While, Ganga’s poor father mar-
ried her off at an early age, and at
her in-laws’ place, she faced contin-
uous harassment, initially, for dowry,
and later, for giving birth to two girl
children. When she came to live
with her husband in his workplace
at Jaipur, she attempted to commit
suicide along with her daughters
when she couldn’t bear the mental
and physical torture any more. She
was rescued from the railway station
and given shelter at a welfare home,
where she worked for some time,

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

IS A SMILEY ELECTION. -’ oy
—WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER = L 4
MAMATA BANERJEE

her, study in good schools, and she
is the owner of two cars. She drives
one herself while the other one is
driven by her sister. Ganga says that
“I don’t want to look back, and I
would like to help more women
who suffered like me”

Amrita Gupta, director, research
and advocacy, Azad Foundation
says that in order to encourage
resource-poor women, who are
mostly first generation learners, a
flexible training mode is followed,
covering technical skills for the
licence test, and also transformative
aspects like spoken English, self-
defence, basic etiquette. On an
average, about 300-400 women get
training every year and about 50 per
cent of them get placements.

Sadly; in spite of women’s foray
into many non-traditional fields,
only one-quarter of Indian women,
compared to 82 per cent of men, are
in the labour market, says a World
Economic Forum, 2020 report.
Worryingly, this is likely to shrink
further by 23.5 percentage points in
the post-pandemic phase, says
Oxfam.

This major gender gap in
employment can only be reversed
by turning the focus on women in
economic revival strategies and
adopting a gender-sensitive
approach in a post-pandemic world.
Only then will we be able to create
a ‘New India’

WE WANT THE SON OF MIDNAPORE, NOT OUTSIDERS.
WE WILL SEE YOU ON THE BATTLEFIELD. ON MAY 2,
YOU WILL LOSE AND LEAVE.

—BJP LEADER
SUVENDU ADHIKARI

When the unsung dare to dream and sing despite all odds

|f we look around us, in the communities closest to us, we may find many such women shining beneath the rubble of class, caste and poverty

the world applauding

women achievers around
the time of the International
Women’s Day, which is today.
Scores of felicitation cere-
monies where women trail-
blazers are recognised for
their contribution are organ-
ised across the length and
breadth of the country and
around the world. It is
encouraging to see the acco-
lades and to learn about the
women who are finally being
given their space under the
Sun.

But this article is a story
about a young woman whom
few know and as of now, her
public face is limited, to say
the least. She is not part of a
large organisation. She is the
daughter of the woman who

It is quite customary to see

SWATI PAL

The writer is Principal,

Janki Devi
helps to keep the wheels of Memorial College,
my domestic set-up move University of Delhi.
smoothly. Her name is Shilpa The views expressed
and she is all of 23. are personal.

I first heard about Shilpa  simply held me spell-

formed a band, the

Chandigarh.

driver’s daughter, another

when her mother started
helping me out at home
around six-and-a-half-years
ago. She is the eldest of four
siblings, all girls. Her moth-
er would often tell me sor-
rowfully about how she
would be taunted by others
for not having borne a son
and I would pacify her and
tell her that I, too, was one of
four daughters. It was always
wonderful to hear about her
daughters and slowly as the
anecdotes were narrated, I
learnt about Shilpa.

I learnt that she could
sing Hindji, English and even
Punjabi songs. Soon I was
delighted to actually hear her
sing and she sang with her
father, a man who makes his
living by setting up a food
stall where he sells the most
delicious biryani among other
delicacies. The father sang
melodiously but Shilpa’s voice

bound. It was powerful,
it was musical and it was
like liquid gold. Not a
note out of place. And
the felicity with which
she sang English songs
quite took my breath
away.

Shilpa was never
interested in studies but
completed her school
education till the 12th
standard. Hearing her
talk in English and listen-
ing to her sing, in three
different languages with equal
fluency, I understood as never
before that the university of
life is as educative as actual
institutions of repute and
concrete.

Shilpa tells me, and I
quote her own words, in
English, “I did not learn to
sing. I used to sing on my
own and listen to the songs
on radio and TV. I heard a

name is Vijay. He took me to
his NGO named Ideal Youth
Health and Welfare Society
and when we went there, he
told me that we could sing
there. That platform became
my identity for me”

As time went by, Shilpa
met like-minded people at the
NGO, people who nurtured a

assion for singing like her-
self. And with them, she

Savitribai Phule Band. I
marveled at the appropri-
ateness of the name: Who
better than the great
| Indian social reformer
| and educationist,
Savitribai Phule often
credited as being the
mother of Indian femi-
nism, to name one’s band
after. The band members
are Shivraj, Raja, Aman,
. Varsha, Neha, Sunil,
Rohit and Shilpa herself.
Shivaraj is  the
Coordinator. Sunil plays the
cohone, Aman and Varsha,
the guitar and Neha and Raja
form the chorus. Shilpa is the
lead singer of the band and is
accompanied by Rohit. They
have performed professional-
ly at various places in Delhi
including the Viswa Yuva
Kendra where their perfor-
mance was hugely appreciat-
ed and also at Lucknow and

Shilpa is a representative
of women who dare to dream,
who are powerhouses of tal-
ent and creativity, who do not
allow their social standing to
come between them and the
world. If we look around us,
in the communities closest to
us, we may find many such
women, who are precious
gemstones, shining beneath
the rubble of class, caste and
poverty.

The college which I have
been a part of for close to
three decades has many such
students. Students who come
from the most underprivi-
leged situations but that did
not prevent Aisha from
becoming a writer, Smridhi
from becoming a police offi-
cer and Shweta from becom-
ing a professional photogra-
pher (names have been
changed). One may have been
a Delhi Road Transport bus

may have had a sex worker as
her mother and yet another
may have a parent who
sweeps the road. But they
became who they are today,
after beating all odds. On the
sheer dint of their talent and
hard work.

When I asked Shilpa what
her dreams and plans for the
future are, she answered fear-
lessly and confidently, “I want
to be a very big singer in the
future. I want to take my band
forward and perform abroad”

She trains daily. Sings
wherever called. Her passion
burns bright. She is undaunt-
ed by circumstances. Failures
never dim her ebullient spir-
it. So she may have no defin-
itive plan of action but some-
how, I know she’s going to
make it big, as big as the
dreams she has. If she is only
allowed to sing, the way she
wants.
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Biden marking ‘Bloody Sundav by signing voting rights order

AP B WASHINGTON

new executive order from

President Joe Biden directs
federal agencies to take a series
of steps to promote voting
access, a move that comes as
congressional Democrats press
for a sweeping voting and elec-
tions Bill to counter efforts to
restrict voting access.

His plan was being
announced during a recorded
address on the 56th commem-
oration of “Bloody Sunday;” the
1965 incident in which some
600 civil rights activists were
viciously beaten by state troop-
ers as they tried to march for
voting rights in Selma,
Alabama.

“Every eligible voter should
be able to vote and have it
counted,” Biden says in his
prepared remarks to Sunday’s
Martin and Coretta King Unity
Breakfast. “If you have the best
ideas, you have nothing to

hide. Let the people vote”

Biden’s order includes sev-
eral modest provisions. It
directs federal agencies to
expand access to voter regis-
tration and election informa-
tion, calls on the heads of fed-
eral agencies to come up with
plans to give federal employees
time off to vote or volunteer as
nonpartisan poll workers, and
proscribes an overhaul of the
government’s Vote.gov
website.

Democrats are attempting
to solidify support for House
Resolution 1, which touches on
virtually every aspect of the
electoral process. It was
approved Wednesday on a near
party-line vote, 220-210.

The voting rights Bill
includes provisions to restrict
partisan gerrymandering of
congressional districts, strike
down hurdles to voting and
bring transparency to a murky
campaign finance system that

-

In this l\/larch 7,1965, file photo, a state trooper swings a billy club at John Lewis, right foreground chairman of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, to break up a civil rights voting march in Selma, Ala. The March 7, 2021, Selma Bridge
Crossing Jubilee will be the first without the towering presence of Lewis, as well as the Rev. Joseph Lowery, the Rev. CT Vivian
and attorney Bruce Boynton, who all died in 2020

AP

allows wealthy donors to
anonymously bankroll political
causes.

Democrats say the Bill will
help stifle voter suppression
attempts, while Republicans

have cast the bill as unwanted
federal interference in states
authority to conduct their own

President Joe Biden departs after attending Mass at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in
the Georgetown neighborhood of Washington on Saturday AP

elections. The Bill’s fate is far
from certain in the closely divid-
ed Senate. Conservative groups
have undertaken $5 million
campaign to try persuade mod-
erate Senate Democrats to
oppose rule changes needed to
pass the measure.

With his executive order,
Biden is looking to turn the
spotlight on the issue and is

using the somber commemo-
ration of Bloody Sunday to
make the case that much is at
stake.

Bloody Sunday proved to
be a conscious-shocking turn-
ing point in the civil rights
movement that led to passage
of the Voting Rights Act of
1965. Similarly, Biden is hop-
ing the Jan. 6 sacking of the U.S.

Capitol by a pro-Donald
Trump mob will prove to be a
clarion call for Congress to take
action to improve voter pro-
tections.

“In 2020 — with our very
democracy on the line — even
in the midst of a pandemic -
more Americans voted than
ever before,” Biden says in his
prepared remarks. “Yet instead
of celebrating this powerful
demonstration of voting — we
saw an unprecedented insur-
rection on our Capitol and a
brutal attack on our democra-
cy on January 6th. A never-
before-seen effort to ignore,
undermine and undo the will
of the people”

Biden’s remarks also pay
tribute to the late civil rights
giants Rev. CT Vivian, Rev.
Joseph Lowery and Rep. John
Lewis. All played critical roles
in the 1965 organising efforts
in Selma and all died in with-
in the past year.

Where ISIS ruled, Pope calls
on Christians to forgive, rebuild

AP H QARAQOSH (IRAQ)

Pope Francis urged Iraqs
Christians on Sunday to
forgive the injustices commit-
ted against them by Muslim
extremists and to rebuild as he
visited the wrecked shells of
churches and met ecstatic
crowds in the community’s
historic heartland, which was
nearly erased by the Islamic
State group’s horrific reign.

Christian and Muslim
leaders in Mosul have wel-
comed Pope Francis’ visit to the
Iraqi city devastated by war and
are calling on Christians who
fled the Islamic State group’s
onslaught to return.

At each stop in northern
Iraq, the remnants of its
Christian population turned
out, jubilant, ululating, decked
out in colourful dress, though
heavy security prevented
Francis from plunging into the
crowd as he would normally
do. Nonetheless, they simply
seemed overjoyed that he had
come and that they had not
been forgotten.

It was a sign of the des-
peration for support among an
ancient community uncertain
whether it can hold on. The tra-
ditionally Christian towns dot-
ting the Nineveh Plains of the
north emptied out in 2014 as
Christians — as well as many
Muslims — fled the Islamic
State group’s onslaught.

Only a few have returned
to their homes since the defeat
of ISIS in Iraq was declared
four years ago, and the rest

SRI LANKA CATHOLICS
MARK ‘BLACK SUNDAY’
Colombo: Sri Lankan Roman
Catholics attended Mass dressed
in black on Sunday, with prayers
and protests calling for justice
for those killed in coordinated
suicide bomb attacks on Easter
Sunday two years ago. Church
bells tolled and prayers were
chanted at 8:45 am, the time
when bombs were detonated
almost simultaneously at two
Roman Catholic churches and a
Protestant church during Easter
services on April 21, 2019.
Bombs were also set off at three
top hotels targeting locals and
foreigners who were eating
breakfast.

3 GAZA FISHERMEN DIES
HAMAS ROCKET SUSPECTED
Gaza City: Three Palestinian
fishermen were killed on Sunday
after a blast ripped through their
boat off the Gaza shore, officials
said, in what appeared to be an
explosion caused by a misfired
rocket launched by the ruling
Hamas terrorist group.

AF POLICEWOMAN HURT.
HUSBAND DIES IN ATTACK
Kabul: The former head of
women police in a southern
Afghanistan province was
seriously wounded and her
husbhand — also a police officer
— was killed Sunday in an
attack by unidentified gunmen,
provincial officials said.

SAUDI-LED COALITION
STRIKES YEMEN'S CAPITAL
Cairo: The Saudi-led coalition
fighting Iran-backed rebels in
Yemen said on Sunday that it
had launched a new air
campaign on the country’s rebel-
held capital and other provinces,
in retaliation for missile and
drone attacks on Saudi Arabia.

Christian, Muslim
leaders in Mosul
welcome Pope

Pope Francis, surrounded by shells of destroyed churches, leads a prayer for the victims of war at Hosh al-Bieaa Church
Square, in Mosul, Iraq, once the de-facto capital of ISIS on Sunday

AP

remain scattered elsewhere in
Iraq or abroad. Bells rang out
in the town of Qaraqosh as the
pope arrived.

Speaking to a packed
Church of the Immaculate
Conception, Francis said “for-
giveness” is a key word for
Christians.

“The road to a full recov-
ery may still be long, but I ask
you, please, not to grow dis-
couraged. What is needed is the
ability to forgive, but also the
courage not to give up.” The
Qaraqosh church has been
extensively renovated after
being vandalized by IS mili-

tants during their takeover of
the town, making it a symbol
of recovery efforts.

Iraq’s Christian popula-
tion, which have exited here
since the time of Christ, has
dwindled from around 1.5 mil-
lion before the 2003 US-led
invasion that plunged the
country into chaos to just a few
hundred thousand today.

Franciss visit to Irag, which
was on its last day Sunday,
aimed to encourage them to
stay and help rebuild the coun-
try and restore what he called
its “intricately designed carpet”
of faith and ethnic groups.

Earlier Sunday, Francis, dressed
in white, took to a red carpet-
ed stage in the north’s main
city, Mosul, surrounded by the
grey hollowed-out shells of
four churches nearly destroyed
in the war to oust ISIS fighters
from the city.

It was a scene that would
have been unimaginable years
earlier. Mosul, Iraqs second
largest city, was at the heart of
the IS so-called “caliphate” and
witnessed the worst of the
group’s rule inflicted on
Muslims, Christians and oth-
ers, including beheadings and
mass killings.

Swiss vote on proposal to
ban face covermgs in public

AP W BERLIN

wiss voters delivered their

verdict Sunday on a pro-
posal to ban face coverings,
both the nigabs and burqas
worn by a few Muslim women
in the country and the ski
masks and bandannas used by
protesters. A projection after
polls closed pointed to a very
close result.

The measure would outlaw
covering one’s face in public
places like restaurants, sports
stadiums, public transport or
simply walking in the street.

There would be exceptions
at religious sites and for secu-
rity or health reasons, such as
the face masks people are wear-

ing now to protect against
Covid-19, as well as for tradi-
tional Carnival celebrations.
Authorities would have two
years to draw up detailed leg-
islation.

The Swiss government
opposes the measure and says
that people covering their faces

is a “marginal” issue. It argues
the measure could harm
tourism — most Muslim
women who wear such veils in
Switzerland are visitors from
well-heeled Persian Gulf states,
who are often drawn to Swiss
lakeside cities. And it says that
it wouldn't help the women
affected.

It backs instead requiring
people to show their faces if
requested to do so by authori-
ties. Supporters of the propos-
al, which is coming to a vote
five years after it was launched
and has come to be known col-
loquially as the “burqa ban,
argue that the full-face cover-
ings symbolise the repression of
women.

Myanmar police fire on protesters

AP B YANGON

Police in Myanmar’s ancient
former capital, Bagan,
opened fire on Sunday on
demonstrators protesting last
month’s military takeover,
wounding several people,
according to witness accounts
and videos on social media.
At least five people were
reported wounded as police
sought to break up the Bagan
protest, and photos showed
one young man with bloody
wounds on his chin and neck,
believed to have been caused by
a rubber bullet. Bullet casings
collected at the scene indicated
that live rounds were also fired.
The city, located in the cen-
tral Mandalay region, is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site
in recognition of the more
than 2,000 pagodas or their
remnants still situated there,
dating from the ninth to 13th
centuries, when it was the cap-
ital of a kingdom that later

Protesters are dispersed as riot police fired tear gas behind a makeshift barricade in

Yangon, Myanmar on Sunday

AP

became known as Burma and
is now Myanmar.

Bagan is best known for
being one of the country’s top
tourist attractions, but it has
also been the scene of large
protest marches against the
military’s February 1 seizure of
power. Large protests have

occurred daily across many
cities and towns in Myanmar,
and security forces have
responded with greater use of
lethal force and mass arrests. At
least 18 protesters were shot
and killed on February 28 and
38 on Wednesday, according to
the UN Human Rights Office.

China will engage with
all parties in Myanmar
post-coup: Chinese FM
PTI M BEWING

China said on Sunday it will
not change the course of
its close ties with Myanmar no
matter how the situation
evolves in the country, ruling
out joining the US in impos-
ing sanctions against the mil-
itary junta which overthrew
the civilian government in a
bloodless coup.

Myanmar’s military top-
pled the government last month
and seized power for one year,
detaining top political figures,
including de facto leader Aung
San Suu Kyi and President U
Win Myint in the coup. Many
people have reportedly died
after the security personnel
fired at protesters during
demonstrations across the
country against the coup.

[ranian-British
national ends 5-year
sentence in 5py case

AP W TEHRAN (IRAN)

British-Iranian woman held

in an Iranian prison for five
years on widely refuted spying
charges ended her sentence on
Sunday, her lawyer said,
although she faces a new trial
and cannot yet return home.

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
was able to remove her ankle
bracelet for the first time since
she was released from prison
on furlough last March because
of the surging coronavirus pan-
demic, the lawyer said. She has
been under house arrest at her
parent’s home in the capital of
Tehran since. Iranian state-
run media on Sunday that she
has been summoned to court
again on March 13 over murky
new charges, including “spread-
ing propaganda,” which were
first announced last fall.

Her long-running case,
playing out against the back-
drop of a decades-old debt
dispute between Britain and
Iran, has strained diplomatic
ties between the countries and
sparked international outrage.

UK Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab on Sunday wel-
comed the removal of Zaghari-
Ratcliffe’s ankle tag but called for
her to be allowed to return home.

In this file photo, Richard Ratcliffe, the
husband of British charity worker
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, who is being
held in Iran poses for a photo with a
giant Mother's Day card and flowers left
on the steps of the Iranian Embassy, in
Knightsbridge, London AP

“Iran’s continued treatment
of her is intolerable,” he said on
Twitter.

“She must be allowed to
return to the UK as soon as
possible to be reunited with her
family”

Zaghari-Ratcliffe, 42, was
sentenced to five years in jail
after being convicted of plotting
to overthrow Iran’s govern-
ment, a charge that she, her
supporters and rights groups
vigorously deny.

Nepal's top court quashes
unification of Oli-led CPN
and Prachanda-led CPN

PTI ® KATHMANDU

Nepal’s Supreme Court on
Sunday quashed the uni-
fication of the erstwhile
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) led
by Prime Minister K Sharma
Oli and the Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist Center) led by
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda, in a huge blow to
the two warring leaders amidst
a tussle for power.

The CPN-UML and CPN
(Maoist Centre) merged in
May 2018 to form a unified
Nepal Communist Party fol-
lowing victory of their alliance
in the 2017 general elections.

On Sunday, an apex court
bench of justices Kumar Regmi
and Bam Kumar Shrestha
issued the verdict giving
authenticity of the Nepal
Communist Party (NCP) to
Rishiram Kattel, who had reg-
istered the party at the Election
Commission (EC) in his name
prior to the formation of Nepal
Communist Party (NCP) led
by Oli and Prachanda, The
Kathmandu Post newspaper
reported. Kattel had challenged
the Election Commission’s
decision to register Nepal
Communist Party (NCP)

Harry, Meghan to delve into tough royal split with Oprah

AP M LOS ANGELES

The time has finally come for
audiences to hear Meghan
and Harry describe the back-
story and effects of their tumul-
tuous split from royal life.
Sunday night’s airing of a
two-hour special hosted by
Oprah Winfrey will provide the
first, and unprecedented, peek
into the couple’s departure
from royal duties and the
strains it has placed on them.
How it’s received is likely to
depend on which side of the
Atlantic Ocean viewers are on.
The show, which includes
Winfrey’s interviews with
Meghan and Harry, will air first
in the United States — Meghan's
home country — at 8 p.M.
Eastern. Hours earlier, Harry’s
grandmother, Queen Elizabeth
II, will deliver a royal address

This image provided by Harpo Productions shows Prince Harry, left, and Meghan,
Duchess of Sussex, in conversation with Oprah Winfrey AP

before Commonwealth Day.
British audiences will wake

up Monday to headlines and

social media posts about

Winfrey’s special, but won’t be
able to see the full interview
until Monday night when it airs
on ITV. Royal interviews that

aren't tied to a specific topic are
rare, and prior televised ses-
sions have often proved prob-
lematic. Prince Andrew’s 2019
BBC interview about his links
with convicted sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein led to his own
departure from royal duties
after he failed to show empa-
thy for Epstein’s victims.

Harry and Meghan’s depar-
ture from royal duties began in
March 2020 over what they
described as the intrusions
and racist attitudes of the
British media toward the
duchess, who is biracial.

Clips released ahead of the
airings suggest that at least
Meghan will have some point-
ed criticisms of royal life. In one
she describes the royal family
as “the firm,” a nickname that
is sometimes used affection-
ately and sometimes critically.

Rouhant: Iran ready
to take steps when
US lifts sanctions

Tehran: Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani said Sunday
his country was prepared to
take steps to live up to mea-
sures in the 2015 nuclear deal
with world powers as soon as
the United States lifts eco-
nomic sanctions on Iran.

In a meeting with Irish
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Simon Coveney, Rouhani said:
“Iran is ready to immediately
take compensatory measures
based on the nuclear deal and
fulfill its commitments just
after the U.S. Illegal sanctions
are lifted and it abandons its
policy of threats and pressure.”

Rouhani criticised the

European signatories of the
historic nuclear deal for what
he said was their inaction on
their commitments to the
agreement. He said Iran is the
only country that kept its side
of the bargain. AP

B-52s again fly over
Mideast in US military

warning to Iran

Dubai: A pair of B-52 bombers
flew over the Mideast on Sunday,
the latest such mission in the
region aimed at warning Iran amid
tensions between Washington and
Tehran. AP

under Oli and Prachanda in
May 2018. The Bench said
that a new party cannot be reg-
istered with the Election
Commission when it already
has a party registered with a
similar name.

“The Supreme Court has
passed a verdict in our favour,”
Kattel’s lawyer Dandapani
Poudel was quoted as saying by
the paper. “We have won the
case.

Nepal’s Parl holds
first meeting after
reinstatement hy SC

Kathmandu: Nepal’s reinstat-
ed lower house of Parliament
held its first meeting on Sunday
during which the lawmakers
belonging to the ruling Nepal
Communist Party’s (NCP)
splinter faction led by Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ boy-
cotted the session.

President Bidya Devi
Bhandari last week summoned
the session of the House of
Representatives in accordance
with the Supreme Court’s Feb
24 ruling which annulled
embattled Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli’s “unconstitution-
al” decision to dissolve it.PTI

Etna keeps up
its spectacular
explosions, ash
rains on towns

AP W ROME

Aparticularly spectacular
blast from Italy’s Mount

Etna volcano belched out a
towering cloud of ash and lava
stone Sunday onto Sicilian vil-
lages, the latest in a series of
explosions since mid-February.
Italy’s national geophysics
and volcanology institute INGV
said the powertful explosion at 2
a.m. was the 10th such big blast
since Feb. 16, when Europe’s
most active volcano started giv-
ing off an impressive demon-
stration of nature’s fire power,
coloring the night sky in shock-
ing hues of orange and red.
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Business confidence in India
touches decadal high: FICCI

IANS B NEW DELHI

As the demand scenario
improves and economic
activities gather momentum, a
FICCI survey shows that con-
fidence among Indian busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs is
significantly high and the busi-
ness confidence index is at a
decadal high.

The Overall Business
Confidence Index stood at 74.2
in the current round, against
the index value of 70.9 report-
ed in the previous survey and
59 reported a year back.

“The recently announced
Union Budget 2021-22 has
been forward looking.

This together with mea-
sures announced as a part of
the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’
package has infused optimism
among the industry members
and the same is corroborated in
the improved outlook for var-
ious operational parameters,’
said a statement by the indus-
try body.

In the current survey,
though the proportion of
respondents anticipating better
sale prospects in the near term

remained unchanged at 66 per
cent from the previous survey
round.

However, the companies
were buoyed to regain some
control over pricing power.

Nearly 27 per cent respon-
dents expect an increase in the
selling price of their products
over the next six months as
compared to 21 per cent stat-
ing the same in the previous
round and 14 per cent a year
back.

The statement said
improved economic conditions
and greater pricing power is
likely to drive profits of cor-
porate India over the next two
quarters.

The percentage of partic-
ipants citing higher profits
over next six months increased
to 36 per cent in the latest sur-
vey from 33 per cent respon-
dents stating likewise in the
previous round.

Further, the outlook on
employment and exports also
reported a discernible improve-
ment.

Nearly 35 per cent respon-
dents were optimistic about
better hiring prospects over the

next two quarters (up from 22
per cent stating the same in the
previous round).

Export prospects were also
reported to be better in the cur-
rent round with 41 per cent
respondents indicating higher
outbound shipments.

The corresponding num-
ber in the previous round was
27 per cent.

Furthermore, the propor-
tion of respondents citing
‘higher to much higher’ invest-
ments in the coming six
months witnessed an upswing
in the current survey when
compared to the previous
round.

Nearly 31 per cent partic-
ipants said they foresee ‘high-
er to much higher’ investments
over coming six months as
compared to 19 per cent par-
ticipants stating likewise in
the previous round.

The present survey drew
responses from a wide array of
sectors and was conducted
during the months of January
and February 2021. The survey
gauges expectations of the
respondents for the January to
June 2021 period.

Centre proposes to
raise [LIC’s authorised
capital to I25K cr

IANS B NEW DELHI

With a view of listing the

state-run insurance
major Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC), the
government has proposed to
raise the authorised capital of
LIC to Rs 25,000 crore.

As per the amendments
proposed under the Finance
Bill 2021, the authorised share
capital of LIC shall be Rs
25,000 crore divided into 2,500
crore shares of Rs 10 each.

The share capital of the
corporation shall consist of
equity shares and preference
shares, which may be fully
paid-up or partly paid-up, said
the Finance Bill.

“The corporation may
from time to time increase its
issued share capital, with the
previous approval of the
Centre, whether by public issue
or rights issue or preferential
allotment or private placement
or issue of bonus shares to
existing members holding
equity shares, or by issue of
shares to employees pursuant
to share based employee ben-

efits schemes, or by issue of
shares to life insurance policy-
holders of the Corporation, or
otherwise,” it said.

However, the central gov-
ernment shall at all times, not
less than 51 per cent of the
issued equity share capital of
the corporation and for five
years after the IPO, the Centre
will hold not less than seven-
ty-five per cent.

The mega IPO is likely to
take place around Diwali this
year. Presenting the Union
Budget for FY21-22, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said that all the announced
disinvestment processes,
including the LIC IPO will be
completed in the upcoming fis-
cal.
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Petrol prices unchanged
across metros for 8th day

In the national
Capital, petrol
was sold for
391.17 per litre
on Sunday

IANS B NEW DELHI

Oil marketing companies
(OMC) kept fuel prices
unchanged for the eighth con-
secutive day across the four
metros on Sunday.

In the national capital,
petrol was sold for ¥91.17 per
litre on Sunday.

Similarly, in Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata, the fuel
was priced at ¥97.57, 393.11
and 91.35 per litre, respec-
tively, all unchanged from the
previous levels.

The surge in the retail
prices comes despite a surge in
crude oil prices. Brent crude
futures are currently over $69
per barrel.

After a spike in global oil
prices seen over the last two
weeks with crude price jump-
ing close to $67 a barrel, prices
had fallen to around $63 a bar-

rel but it rose again to cross $69
a barrel mark now after the
OPEC+ decision to continue
with crude production cut in
April.

In tandem with petrol
prices, diesel prices too were
unchanged in Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata at Rs
81.47, Rs 88.60, Rs 86.45 and Rs
84.35 per litre, respectively.

Petrol and diesel prices
have been rising continuously
since February 9.

In the 14 increases since
then, prices have gone up by Rs
4.22 per litre for petrol while
diesel rate has risen by Rs 4.34
a litre in Delhi.

The increase in the previ-
ous weeks has taken petrol to
cross historic high levels of Rs
100 a litre in several cities
across the country.

The petrol and diesel prices
have increased 26 times in
2021 with the two auto fuels
increasing by Rs 7.46 and Rs
7.60 per litre, respectively so far
this year.

Oil companies’ executives
said that petrol and diesel
prices may increase further in
coming days as retail prices
may have to be balanced in line
with global developments to
prevent OMCs from making
loss on sale.

Shiprocket records multifold
jump in D2C women sellers

on its platform

PTI B NEW DELHI

-commerce logistics firm

Shiprocket on Sunday said
it has recorded several fold
jump in women entrepreneurs
that directly ship products to
consumers which range from
healthcare to personal care,
electronics, etc.

The logistics firm regis-
tered a 273 per cent growth in

the volume of shipments
year-on-year done by women
sellers when compared to
February 2020.

“Shiprocket observed that
there was a nearly 700 per cent
increase in the women seller
count on its platform between
February 2020 and February
2021 with the count going
from a little over 2,000 to more
than 20,000 women sellers in a
year, taking the total to almost
23,000, Shiprocket said in a
report.

The new report compiles
various trends observed by
Shiprocket

from February 2020 to
February 2021 with a sample
size of over 23,000 women
sellers across India highlighting
growth of Women in D2C
(direct to consumers) sector
and opportunities for ‘wom-
enpreneurs, the company said.

The D2C sellers may get
orders from famous e-com-
merce portals, their own web-
site or over phone and ship
their products directly to con-

sumers.

“D2C has become a seg-
ment with immense traction in
recent times among women.
More and more women are
now venturing into entrepre-
neurship through online sell-
ing. On our platform, there has
been a major uptick in the
number of women D2C sellers
since early last year;” Shiprocket
co-founder and CEO Saahil
Goel said.

Shiprocket observed that
a large chunk of the traction
from women sellers, over 24
per cent, came from social
media while online stores
accounted for more than 12 per
cent, offline channels com-
prising nearly 10 per cent.

The least traction was
observed from marketplaces
which accounted for a little
over 3 per cent. The logistics
platform also identified that
Tier-I cities, with nearly 55 per
cent, had the maximum
women sellers while Tier-II
cities followed closely with
over 45 per cent.

Shiprocket identified the
top 5 categories in which
women sellers operate to be
Healthcare, comprising over 39
per cent, Personal Care, con-
sisting of more than 25 per
cent, apparel, comprising of
nearly 19 per cent, over 10 per
cent women in electronics,
and kitchen products account-
ed for almost 7 per cent of
women sellers, the report said.

Health schemes, lower drug
prices led to annual saving of
50k cr for needy families; PM

PTI B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
poor and needy have been
able to save Rs 50,000 crore
annually due to various health-
related measures taken up by
his government like providing
affordable medicines, health-
care and reducing the prices of
medical devices.

Modi, who dedicated to the
nation the 7,500th Janaushadhi
Kendra at North Eastern Indira
Gandhi Regional Institute of
Health & Medical Sciences
(NEIGRIHMS) in Shillong,
also said the move to provide
affordable medicines through
the Janaushadhi scheme is
spreading across the length
and breadth of the country.

In a virtual address at the
‘“Janaushadhi Week’ celebrated
across the nation from March
1 to March 7 to create aware-
ness about the Janaushadhi’
scheme, the Prime Minister
said it is helping countrymen
living in tribal areas in the
North East and the mountain-
ous areas.

“Today when the 7,500th
centre has been inaugurated, it
has been held in Shillong. It is
clear from this how much pub-
lic health centres are expand-
ing in the North East,” Modi
said.

The Prime Minister, who
also interacted with people
from different parts of the

country, further said, “It is
clear from my discussion with
people who run the
Janaushadhi centres at every
corner of the country and
some of its beneficiaries, that
this scheme is becoming a
very big companion of poor
and middle-class families. This
scheme is becoming the medi-
um of both service and
employment”.

Underlining the various
steps taken up by his govern-
ment to make healthcare
affordable to the poor and
needy, he said prices of essen-
tial drugs as well as medical
devices such as stents and knee
implants have been reduced
manifold.

“It has led to the saving of
Rs 12,500 crore per year for the
needy people. The Ayushman
Bharat scheme is helping 50
crore people get Rs 5 lakh
worth of treatment. Over 1.5
crore people have already taken
this benefit. It is estimated
that it has led to savings of
around Rs 30,000 crore for peo-
ple”It means that if we collate
the savings being affected by
Janaushadhi,

Ayushman Bharat and
decline in prices of drugs and
stents (medical devices) if we
only take government schemes
in the health sector, then poor
and middle-income groups are
saving around Rs 50,000 crore
per year, the Prime Minister
said.

GST evasion: CBIC asks field
offices to exercise max caution,
prudence in property attachment

PTI B NEW DELHI

he CBIC has directed its

field offices to exercise
utmost prudence and maxi-
mum caution in attachment of
property of a taxpayer and
said that such a remedy can be
considered in cases involving
GST evasion, fake invoicing
and delay of more than three
months in depositing tax col-
lected.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has come out with
guidelines for provisional
attachment of property under
GST Act which tasks the
Commissioner to exercise due
diligence and carefully exam-
ine all the facts of the case,
including the nature of offence
and amount of revenue
involved, and also record on file
the basis on which he/she has
formed such an opinion to
attach property of the taxpay-
er.

“It is reiterated that the
power of provisional attach-
ment must not be exercised in
a routine/mechanical manner
... The remedy of attachment
being, by its very nature, extra-
ordinary, has to be resorted to
with utmost circumspection
and with maximum care and
caution,” the CBIC said.

In the guidelines the CBIC
listed out types of cases where
provisional attachment can be

considered to be resorted to
subject to specific facts of the
case.

These include where a tax-
able person has supplied any
goods or services or both with-
out issue of any invoice with an
intention to evade tax; or issued
invoice or bill without supply
of goods or services or both; or
fraudulently availed input tax
credit.

Also cases where a tax-
payer has collected any amount
as tax but has failed to pay the
same to the government
beyond a period of three
months from the date on which
such payment becomes due; or
fraudulently obtained refund;
or passed on input tax credit
fraudulently to the recipients
but has not paid the commen-
surate tax would qualify for
provisional attachment of prop-
erty.

The provisional attach-
ment of property would be
valid for a period of one year.

“It should be ensured that
the value of property attached
provisionally is not excessive.
The provisional attachment
of property shall be to the
extent it is required to protect
the interest of revenue, that is
to say, the value of attached
property should be as near as
possible to the estimated
amount of pending revenue
against such person,” the CBIC
said.

PVR to invest 3150 cr to add
30-40 screens next fiscal; eyes
1,000 screens by FY23

PTI B NEW DELHI

ultiplex major PVR plans
to invest Rs 150 crore to
open up to 40 screens across
the country in the next fiscal.

The company’s target of
having 1,000 operational
screens has been pushed by a
year due to the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic to the
end of fiscal 2022-23, a top
company official has said.

“We had to push back our
plan by exactly a year because
of the pandemic ... By the end
of the financial year 2022-23,
we should be able to reach
1,000 screens,” Sanjeev Kumar
Bijli, Joint Managing Director,
PVR Ltd told PTT.

The company, which
added 9 new screens this week
in Mysuru and Kanpur, plans
to add 30-40 new screens in the
next financial year beginning
April 1.

Bijli said Rs 150 crore
would be outlay for the open-
ing of new screens in the next
fiscal. PVR at present operates
over 844 screens at 177 prop-
erties in 71 cities (India and Sri
Lanka).

Bijli said a strong content
pipeline of star-studded Indian
and regional films as well as
foreign language films along
with an aggressive vaccination
drive in the country will bring
back audiences to the cinema.

“We have had a mixed
couple of last months. Not
very exciting because no big

Hindi movie got released.
Hindi movies will start releas-
ing from March 11. We have a
strong content pipeline. The
year (next fiscal) looks very
promising,” he added.

When asked if the compa-
ny is also looking for acquisi-
tion opportunities for adding
screens, Bijli said the company
always looks at the options
available.

“There is no one approach
for growth. We keep an eye out
for all sorts of opportunities as
long as they make sense in
terms of numbers, location,” he
noted.

The multiplex industry has
been one of the worst impact-
ed segments due to the out-
break of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The government
allowed cinema halls across the
country to operate at full capac-
ity from February 1 with adher-
ence to COVID-19 safety pro-
tocols.

Prior to that, multiplexes
and cinema halls were operat-
ing at 50 per cent sitting capac-
ity in accordance with the
Unlock-5 guidelines issued by
the government following the
pandemic. Multiplexes and
cinema halls were closed for
almost seven months and
opened in October last year.

PVR had reported a con-
solidated net loss of Rs 49.10
crore for thethird quarter
ended December 2020, as it
continued to be impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

DoT to issue demand notes to telcos on upfront
payment for spectrum bought in auctions

PTI W NEW DELHI

he Department of

Telecommunications
(DoT) will issue demand notes
to telcos next week on an
upfront payment for spectrum
acquired in the just-concluded
auctions, sources said.

The demand note follows
auctions raking-in winning
bids of over 377,800 crore, for
855.6 MHz of spectrum.
Billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance Jio spent the most in
the auction, picking up 488.35
MH?z spectrum in bands such
as 800 MHz, 1800 MHz and
2300 MHz for ¥57,122.65 crore.

Bharti Airtel bid about ¥
18,699 crore to acquire 355.45
megahertz (MHz) out of the
total 855.60 MHz of radiofre-

quency acquired by all telcos,
while Vodafone Idea, bought
11.80 MHz of spectrum worth
Rs 1,993.40 crore.

DoT sources told PTI that
the demand notes will be sent
out to the three companies this
week, and entails largely the
upfront payment for spectrum
that is ready to be allocated.

Spectrum will be offered
for assignment for a validity
period of 20 years. As per the
auction terms, successful bid-
ders can pay entire bid amount
in one go, or exercise an option
to pay a certain amount (25 per
cent for spectrum won in 700
MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz
bands or 50 per cent for spec-
trum won in 1800 MHz, 2100
MHz, 2300 MHz, 2500 MHz
bands) upfront with remaining

amount in a maximum up to
16 equated annual instalments,
after a moratorium of two
years.

A DoT official said the
demand notes together total
about Rs 20,000 crore, but did
not provide operator-wise
break-up.

About 2308.80 MHz of
spectrum, that carry telecom
signals in seven bands worth
nearly Rs 4 lakh crore at start
price, was up for bidding in the
auction held recently. Although
the spectrum finally acquired
by telcos fell woefully short of
this overall kitty and bids hov-
ered at reserve price, DoT said,
and analysts concurred, that
auction outcome and response
had surpassed initial expecta-
tions.

FPIs pull out investments
amid rising bond yields

IANS B MUMBAI

As the rising bond yields in
the US cause panic in the
global markets, foreign port-
folio investors (FPI) have
turned to sell their holdings.
FPIs have pulled out a net
Rs 881 crore from the Indian
equity market in the first week
of March. They have pulled out
a net investment of Rs 5,595
crore from the debt segment,
showed NSDL data. However,
the net investment in the debt-
VRR segment was at Rs 1,320
crore during March 1-5.The
rising bond yields have nearly
brought a halt to the bull run
both in the global and the
domestic equity
markets.Further, investors also
have taken to profit booking
after markets touched record

(lobal trends, oil price to dictate market trend this week: Analysts

PTI ® NEW DELHI

Stock markets will focus on
long term bond yield trends,
crude oil prices and macro-
economic data this week as
investors look for cues amid
volatility, according to ana-
lysts.

Besides, investments by
FPIs (Foreign Portfolio
Investors) as well as domestic
investors, movement of rupee
against the US dollar and devel-
opments on the coronavirus
front are likely to be closely

watched for cues.

“The US 10 Year G-Sec
yields have surpassed 1.5 per
cent on a closing basis which is
somewhat negative for global
equities.

The Dollar Index has also
moved up from 90 to 92 level,
which is seen as a negative for
emerging market currencies
and also equities.

“In the absence of any
major domestic trigger Indian
markets could take a cue from
global developments and the
US markets,” said Rusmik

Oza, Executive Vice
President, Head of
Fundamental Research at
Kotak Securities.

The tone of the market
seems to be on the downside,
for now, Oza added.

On March 5, benchmark
BSE Sensex tumbled over 440
points and the NSE Nifty
cracked below the psycholog-
ical 15,000-level amid relentless
sell-off in global equities as US
bond market turmoil contin-
ued to rattle investors.

The 30-share Sensex plum-

meted by 440.76 points or
0.87 per cent to close at
50,405.32, continuing its falling
trend for the second day on
Friday due to concerns over
bond yields. The NSE barom-
eter Nifty ended lower by
142.65 points or 0.95 per cent
at 14,938.10.

“In the coming week, the
market will be mainly focusing
on the expectations on whether
the Fed, in its upcoming meet-
ing, will maintain its accom-
modative stance in a rising
bond yield market.

highs, analysts said.Investors
are hoping that the upcoming
Federal Open Market
Committee’s meeting would
stress on keeping interest rates
subdued for some more time
which may stabilise the bond
markets.Inflow of FPIs in the
current financial year has been
robust and Rs 2.62 lakh crore
of net investments have been
made in FY21 by FPIs.

WESTERN RAILWAY
BULK ADVERTISING RIGHTS
Department.: Commercial
Executive: Sr. DCM e-Tender
Notice No. & Date:
CA11_RDN_DDIS 2021 E-file no.
WR-MMCTOCOMM (CAST)Y27/20
20-computer no. 39714 dated
03.03.2021. Work and location:
Tender for Bulk Advertising Rights
Through Installation of Dual Display
Information System (DDIS)
Screens at various stations of
Mumbeai Division for a period of five
years. First Year Reserve Price 3:
85,23,524/- (excluding taxes etc.)
Aprox. cost of Work %.:
4,53,37,208/- (excluding taxes etc.)
Cost of Tender Form %: 10,000/-
EMD : 9,06,800/- Website where
Tender form available:
www.ireps.gov.in Date & Time of
closing of online submission:
Upto 15.00 hrs on 30.03.2021 Date
& Time of opening of e-tender: At
15.30 hrs on 30.03.2021 Please visit
our website www.ireps.gov.in to
download the tender document,
corrigendum and further details. Cost
of tender and EMD shall be accepted
only through online net banking or E-
payment gateway. Bidder should
regularly visit website to keep

themselves updated. 0711
Like us on: [ facebook.comWesternRly

OJSWITRADES INVESTMENT AND FINANCE LIMITED
Kh. No. 300, Gopi Ram Building, Sultanpur Village, New Delhi- 110030
Tel. No.09810836602, Fax No. 0124-4699333
CIN: L67120DL1990PLC042059
Website: www.ojswi.in; Email |d: corporate.ojswi@gmail.com

EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OFSTANDALONE UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2020

(Rs. In lacs except earnings per share)

(1)

@)

Place: New Delhi
Date: March 06, 2021

Quarter Ended Year Ended

Sl. | Particulars 30.06.2020 30.06.2019 | 31.03.2020
No Unaudited Unaudited | Audited
1 Total Income from Operations 10.11 70.68 282.77
2 Net Profit/(Loss) for the period (before

Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) (27.10) (32.69) (402.71)
3 Net Profit/(Loss) before tax (after

Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) (27.10) (32.69) (402.71)
4 Net Profit/(Loss) after tax (after

Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) (31.19) (32.69) (402.71)
5 Total Comprehensive Income for the period

[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period

(after tax) and Other Comprehensive

Income (after tax)] (31.19) (32.69) (402.71)
6 Equity Share Capital

(Face Value Rs. 10/- Per Share) 675 675 675
7 Reserves (Excluding Revaluation Reserves) - - (422.88)
8 Earnings Per Share (of Rs. 10/- each)

(for continuing and discontinued operations)

(a) Basic (0.46) (0.48) (5.97)

(b) Diluted (0.46) (0.48) (5.97)
Notes:-

The above results for the quarter ended June 30, 2020 have been reviewed and Approved
by the Board of Directors at their Meeting held on March 02, 2021. The Statutory Auditors
have carried out a "Limited Review" of above Results.
The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly Results filed with the
Metropolitan Stock Exchange of India Limited (MSEI) under Regulation 33 of the SEBI
(Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the
said Quarterly Results are available on the Stock Exchange website www.msei.in and
on the company's website www.ojswi.in

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

Sd/-

Sandeep Garg
Director

(DIN: 00021295)
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WOMEN"’

DAY SPECIAL

KEEPING QUIET S GUH_W

A recent study aims to understand and provide insights into bystanders thoughts and experiences when
they witness violence and how it makes them decide whether to intervene or not

tions of injustice, you have
chosen the side of the
oppressor. If an elephant has its
foot on the tail of a mouse, and
you say that you are neutral, the
mouse will not appreciate your

If you are neutral in situa-

neutrality,” once asserted
Desmond Tutu.
A recent study on

bystander behaviour aimed at
understanding and providing
insights on bystander’s
thoughts and experiences when
they witness violence in pub-
lic and private spaces and how
these inform their decisions
about whether or not to inter-
vene. It was conducted by
Breakthrough India and hap-
pened in two phases from
July-August and September-
October 2020 with support
from Uber India and IKEA
Foundation.

As part of the collabora-
tion, Breakthrough launched
the #IgnoreNoMore campaign
to encourage bystander inter-
ventions and support collective
action to end gender-based
violence in public spaces. The
campaign underscored how
bystanders can become agents
of change rather than just mere
spectators. The partnership
facilitated an idea to create an
in depth research to under-
stand behaviour of active
bystander and also deterrents.

The study was conducted
in states such as Jharkhand
(Hazaribagh district), Bihar
(Gaya district), Haryana
(Jhajjar district), Delhi,
Maharashtra (Mumbai),
Telangana (Hyderabad) and
Kolkata, covering over 721
respondents (digital survey)
and 91 in depth interviews.
Most participants, particular-
ly women, identified violence

physical, mental, verbal and
sexual abuse. The study also
highlighted how patriarchal
practices were culturally
embedded in society and its
correlation between deterio-
rating mental health, everyday
misogyny and patriarchy.
Commenting on the find-
ings, Sohini Bhattacharya,
President & CEO,
Breakthrough said, “For us,
promoting positive bystander
action to address Violence
Against Women (VAW) has
been a consistent focus area.
Our intent in undertaking
such campaigns is to move the
general public from identify-
ing violence against women
and girls as a personal issue. It
requires community action.”
The report revealed that

women requires work at sev-
eral structural and systemic
levels. An important aspect
among them is bystander sup-
port. The lack of positive
action from bystanders is not
just because they do not care.
The fear of being blamed for
the violence, of getting stuck
in police and legal processes
are some challenges that stop
people. Not knowing what to
do in such situations is anoth-
er hurdle that bystanders often
face.

Here are the key finding:
“Around 54.6 per cent of
respondents said that they
have intervened in an incident
of violence against women in
a public space.

% Approximately 55.3 per cent
respondents observed the dis-

facing violence.

% Around 67.7 per cent
respondents said that their
intervention resulted in the
violence stopping.

OWhy do people intervene?

The study found that the
urge to do the ‘right’ thing
often drives bystanders to
intervene. A handful of
respondents revealed that they
were victims of child sexual
abuse and domestic violence.
But they could not resist their
perpetrators at that time. It
was this unresolved rage at
their own helplessness that
pushed them to intervene later
in their lives. The respon-
dents also said that better
knowledge and awareness
about gender issues also

OHow can people intervene?
From an ‘active bystander
perspective, intervention strate-
gies and methods are influ-
enced by multiple factors such
as gender, age, socio-econom-
ic standing, and gender rights
awareness. The survey respon-
dents who have had inter-
vened at some point in their
lives shared interesting meth-
ods of interventions:
“Swapping seats with the sur-
vivors/victims: The importance
of quietly dealing with a situ-
ation of gender violence is
important, particularly from
the perspective of the survivor.
+Giving one’s mobile number
to connect later (particularly
involving cases of intimate
partner violence wherein the
woman might need time to
reflect on her next step).
+#Taking the survivor for med-
ical help.
+Physically escorting someone
home when she is being
harassed.
“+Resorting to violence or
employing patriarchal scripts
like ‘don’t you have a mother
and sister?’

ISocial norms at play
< Around 78.4 per cent respon-
dents (female or others) said
that they have experienced
violence in public spaces (does
not include public transport).
< Another 68 per cent people
said that they have experi-
enced violence while taking a
public transport.
< Approximately 70 per cent of
the respondents said that they
would ideally like to help in
scenarios of gender-based vio-
lence by intervening/speaking
out.

The respondents who have
had the experiences of

expressed their exasperation at
the ‘silence’ of most victims of
abuse and sexual violence. A
few of them acknowledged the
critical role played by structur-
al and social conditioning in
influencing female behaviour
and choices. They pointed out
how girls were taught from
childhood to be submissive
and not challenge their sur-
roundings, at least not overtly.
The silence of the victims often
discourages bystander inter-
vention in public spaces.

COWhy do people hesitate to
intervene?
< Approximately 45.4 per cent
people said that they have not
intervened in an incident of
violence against women.
<*Around 38.5 per cent said that
they did not intervene because
they did not know what to do.
< Almost 31 per cent of them
said that they were worried
about their own safety.
“Around 11.5 per cent of them
feel that they would be dragged
into police/legal matters.
Bystander intervention is a
critical tool for preventing vio-
lence against women in public
and private spaces. The govern-
ment should create and pro-
mote initiatives to encourage
individual action and behaviour
to stop violence against
women. Building accessible
reporting systems, dissemina-
tion of reporting information,
gender sensitisation for police
personnel and ensuring safety
of the survivor and the
bystander will promote
bystander intervention. In
addition, we need to bring in
systemic and policy level shifts
for prevention of violence
against women and girls and
ensure swift action against the
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BOMBAY BEGUMS

From boardrooms to society’s margins, five ambitious
women from various walks of life navigate dreams, desires
and disappointments in modern Mumbai. Starring Pooja
Bhatt, Shahana Goswami and Amruta Subhash, Season 1
releases on March 8 on Netflix.

PAGGLAIT

Widowed soon after marriage, a young woman
grapples with an inability to grieve, quirky relatives and
a startling discovery about her late husband. Starring
Sanya Malhotra, Sayani Gupta and Ashutosh Rana, the
film releases on March 26.

THE IRREGULARS

A crew of misfits investigates a series of supernatural
crimes in Victorian London for Dr Watson and his
shadowy associate, Sherlock Holmes. Starring Mckell
David, Thaddea Graham and Jojo Macari, Season 1

as a broad term, consisting of

building safer public spaces for

comfort of the woman/girl

helped them intervene.

bystander  intervention

perpetrators.

Kal aur aayenge nagmon ki

Khilti kaliyan chun-ne wale

Mujhse behtar kehne wale

Tumse behtar sun-ne wale

(Tomorrow there will be more poets
who write better verses than I do.
There will be listeners who are more
attentive than you).

When Abdul Hayee, better known
by his pen name Sahir Ludhianvi, wrote
these lines for the film, Kabhi Kabhi in
1976, he was drawing attention to the
ephemeral quality of fame and public
recognition. But even in the centenary
year of his birth (and 40 years after his
death), we cannot seem to have enough
of the impactful words and verses writ-
ten by the poet.

And so, Team Raabta and one of its
members, Shamir, decided to stage Wo
Afsaana based on the life of the poet.

feminist poet

Theatre director and actor SHAMIR tells SAmI SATTAR
that it is appropriate that Sahir Ludhianvi’s birth
centenary falls on Women’s Day

“His nazms and songs are everlasting
because of the words that he has used
to convey the message. These remain
with you long after you hear them as
they are relevant,” says Shamir who has
directed the play and also portrays the
lead. He quotes the example of the song
Tu Hindu Banega, Na Musalman
Banega, which he wrote for the film,

Dhool ka Phool, and the song’s relevance
in contemporary divisive times. Shamir
points out that Sahir used words force-
fully and these moved the listeners. “In
films like Pyaasa and Kaagaz Ke Phool,
the poetry took precedence over the
music because the director (Guru Dutt)
wanted it to be the moving force. The
lyrics were inspired by his own person-

camera.

TUTORIAL

Actor YAMI GAUTAM has shared steps on
how to get the perfect picture on her social

, media platform. She posted a throwback pic-
ture from her recent film release Ginny Weds
\ Sunny. She is seen dressed in a stunning
)embellished lehenga and smiling at the

“Smile check and click #ginnywedssun-
ny #happymemories,” she wrote as the pic-
ture’s caption.
The film which released digitally also fea-
tures Vikrant Massey.

YAMI GIVES A

fairtalk

DELNAAZ IRANI

‘When [ joined the industry,
it was very small. There
were a few directors and a
handful of producers who
used to make good serials.
| started doing theatre and
then serials, | took the
most normal route and |
never said | want to be an
A-lister actress or a Yash
Raj heroine. | took up act-
ing as a hobby and it
became my profession.’

al life and intriguing personality; he says.

Wo Afsaana is being staged today, on
Sahir’s birth anniversary, which also hap-
pens to be Women’s Day. Shamir points
out, “Tt is appropriate given how close
he was to his mother, the kind of
importance he gave to women and his
empathy towards them which is evident
in songs like Aurat Ne Janam Diya
Mardon Ko.”

The play, which starts at his birth,
delves into Sahir’s relationship with
Amrita Pritam, the Hindi and Punjabi
novelist, essayist and poet. It looks at how
the association moved forward and
how they expressed their feelings
towards each other by way of poetry.

To portray the role and direct the
play Shamir has relied a lot on Main
Sahir Hun, a book by Dr Salman Abid

TREND|:]¥.v41;]

dailytalk

and Chander Verma as the poet did not
dwell upon himself or his feelings often.
Jaishree, a senior theatre artiste who also
works with Doordarshan is playing
Amrita. “The character of Amritaji did
not need any interpretation. She was an
open book and expressed herself in her
autobiography, Rasidi Ticket, and other
books. Her personality was way ahead
of its time;” says Shamir.

The relationship has been the sub-
ject of books. A biopic too has been
announced though it is yet to get off the
floor. Then there is the iconic play, Ek
Mulagat, where Shekhar Suman and
Deepti Naval played the protagonists.
“That is a legend but I haven't seen it.
In the past, when we staged it there were
some in the audience who had watched
both so comparisons were inevitable. But
we have attempted to use very simple ele-
ments of theatre to present the events
from our viewpoint. We have tried to be
authentic and remain true to what has
been documented. We have read and
gone into depths of whatever is there in
public domain,” says Shamir who staged
the play at Satish Chander Dhawan
Government College, Ludhiana —
where Sahir studied — in its centenni-
al year.

However, that was then. In times
when a pandemic has changed our life
including entertainment, how did the
team go about with rehearsals? “Since it
is a play that we have already staged, we
did it over the phones. Physical
rehearsals took place only on two days,”
says Shamir, who has been active in the-
atre since college.

He points out that during lockdown,
people did attempt to do projects online
but “the ambience and impact of live the-
atre is completely different which does-
n't come through in a recording” Even
though theatres can now function with
capacity Team Raabta, which usually
stages literary performance, has decid-
ed to maintain social distancing among
the audience. It had performed Dara
Shikoh at the Rekhta festival in 2019.

(The play has two shows — 5.00 pm
and 7.30 pm — at Akshara Theatre,
Delhi.)

releases on March 26 on Netflix.

Arshad remembers
the last normal week

Actor Arshad Warsi recalled memories from
March last year, which witnessed the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic in India. Arshad took to
social media to remind netizens of the ‘last normal
week’ of their lives before the pandemic hit and the
subsequent lockdown across the nation from end
of March.

Arshad Warsi tweeted, “A year ago this was our
last normal week and nobody knew it

“Some day it'll all be behind us..”
actor.

Reacting to the actor’s tweet, netizens recount-
ed their ordeal how they’ve suffered due to the pan-
demic and lockdown.

“I would like to remain optimistic, but the pan-
demic has grossly impacted my business which had
already hit a low post demonetisation. Wish we too
had a generous and compassionate leader like Joe
Biden to bail us out,” commented a user.

“Circuit bhai why are you
reminding us of the lockdown, I
lost my job during the lock-
down period and I remain
extremely worried these days,”
'commented another user
addressing the actor by the
name of Circuit, his character in
the popular Munna Bhai fran-
chise.

added the

On the work front,
Arshad recently wrapped
up shooting for his
) forthcoming film
|\ Bachchan Pandey
§ where he stars along-
side Akshay Kumar.
The actor shared
the news on Twitter
just a few days ago.
He wrote,
= “Wrapped up
#BachchanPandey.
This film is going
to be very close to
» my heart because I
met some of the most
talented and really
- wonderful people”

SOORAJ PANCHOLI

‘Time To Dance is going
to be my first dance film,
which is totally different
from my past action
movies. We trained for
four months twice a day
with a professional
Indian-Latin dancer, fol-
lowed by one month of
training in the UK with a
few teachers, all of who
are world champion Latin
dancers.’

documents to trademark the name of
their greeting cards line as Kardashian
Kards.

surname into producing greeting
cards, calendars, photo albums and
postcards.

KIM TO START GREETING
CARDS LINE

Socialite and entrepreneur KIM
KARDASHIAN and her family — sisters
Kourtney and Khloe, and mother Kris
Jenner — are reportedly planning to
foray the greeting cards business.

The Kardashians have already filed

The family plans on using their
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THE FUTURE IS SOUN

Whether you are preparing for government jobs or upskilling to reach greater heights in career, the
audio format will continue to influence learning, shares DUSHYANTT KOHLI

udio has never gone out of vogue
Aas citizens today are able to learn
on the move. With the utility of
audio going beyond radio services and
entering into the digital realm, people are
provided new learning opportunities. Be
it news, entertainment or educational
information, audio is converting anytime
into learning time, considering that
accessibility has become ubiquitous and
affordable. Since radio, the subsequent
advancements in technology moved
the audience towards television and per-
sonal computers for their everyday
needs. More importantly, education
and learning through the internet began
to take shape in the early 2000s, laying
the foundations for an EdTech industry.
Due to the unexpected COVID-19 pan-
demic, students, schools, training insti-
tutions, and colleges now view learning
outcomes through a different lens.
Within a span of a year, e-learning plat-
forms have disrupted the ecosystem.
However, as a developing nation,
there are several challenges that we need
to cope with. For instance, all the major
e-learning platforms require high qual-
ity video streaming and internet connec-
tivity so that users are able to avail the
resources they have to offer.
Unfortunately, several corners of India
are yet to see the infrastructure that can
present high-bandwidth content for all.
Beyond this, people across generations
are suffering from various health effects

on account of excessive screen times as
school lectures and live interactions are
primarily in the video format.

In fact, recent reports suggest that
the current average screen time every
week is around 6.9 hours, on account of
the ample time available during the pan-
demic. Indians access their internet
mostly through their smartphones, and
within a year, it has increased by 25 per
cent, from 4.9 hours to 6.9 hours from
April 2020 onwards. Such trends do not
indicate a healthy precedent, and audio
could prove to a suitable hands-free alter-
native. Even for education, video creation
and development are arduous process-
es that require time and effort to achieve
quality. We often forget that a majority
of competitive exam aspirants hail from
tier II1, IV cities, and rural areas that lack
the resources to afford video-based ser-
vices. Withprice constraints and limit-
ed access to the latest technologies, the
chances of aspirants who wish to crack
examinations is hindered. On the bright
side, the gap is now being addressed by
audio services, through podcasts, audio
lectures, and bite-sized audio clips on
course concepts due to easy production
processes and low costs.

ODiversity in course offerings and
exam prep

In the last couple of years, we have
seen the proliferation of several EdTech
apps, delivering different levels of edu-

cation across all age groups. Similarly,
several audio-based learning apps are
offering multiple courses on their plat-
forms, making it ideal for candidates
preparing for government exams to be
on top in the highly competitive space.
Be it courses like current affairs, static
GK, History or English. They are deliv-
ered by subject matter experts in the
audio format, which helps in sequenc-
ing audio content for exam preparation,
and cracking government jobs.

Moreover, some of these apps also
have versions that cater to feature phone
users, which function on low bandwidths
and affordable data packs. It makes it eas-
ier for users to download or stream con-
tent while consuming far lesser data as
compared to video services. In fact,
exclusive exam preparation content is
available in vernacular languages like
Hindi, Bengali, and others as well,
reaching a wider audience beyond the
big cities. In addition to this, career
coaches and teachers realise the quali-
ty, reach and potential of audio-based
learning. The students are increasingly
expressing a desire to learn from the best,
and short audio content and clips from
experts is the preferred format, and it is
redefining their approach towards job
seeking.

(Effectiveness of audio-based learn-
ing
The quality learning programmes

are often unaffordable even in the realm
of digital. Here is where audio is play-
ing a transformative role as it is bring-
ing inexpensive services into the deep
corners of the country by merely util-
ising existing infrastructure. In fact, sev-
eral players in the podcasting and
audio-based educational space are serv-
ing millions of students every day, mak-
ing it an effective medium for consum-
ing good quality exam preparation
content.

The critics often question the effi-
cacy of audio as a medium of learning.
They argue that providing both text and
audio material for preparation could
overwhelm aspirants. However, there is
enough evidence from the scientific
world that points towards audio’s role
in improving the cognitive abilities of
listeners. The argument is that repeti-
tive listening can lead to better reten-
tion of concepts. Analytical reasoning
too can be understood through audio,
which is contrary to popular notions
that audio’s role in imparting education
is inadequate for attaining reasoning
abilities.

Going by examples from the real
world, we can understand how cus-
tomer care services, doctors and medics,
and musicians develop an ear for
sound, structure, and form. Similarly,
even in audio-based learning, it
becomes easier by replaying audio files
and practicing concepts by visualisation.

This trend is identifiable in India as
more and more users are consuming
audio content in their native languages,
ensuring better retention.

[OReasons for audio’s resurgence and
how the future looks

One of the most impressive aspects
of audio that has only been rediscov-
ered during the pandemic is the posi-
tive effect of passive listening. Since the
lockdown and COVID-19 restrictions
were imposed, a majority of citizens
remained indoors, relying on all the
tools at their disposal to bring their lives
back to normal. Audio-streaming ser-
vices and apps underwent astounding
growth, thanks to the increase in con-
tent consumption by users while stay-
ing home.

It further justifies the fact that
people feel comfortable carrying out
their daily chores and listen passive-
ly to educational content, thereby, sav-
ing precious time. Further to this, it
is enabling the conversion of non-
study time into learning time, due to
hands free devices that play audio files
through voice commands. Therefore,
whether a person is preparing for gov-
ernment jobs or upskilling to reach
greater heights in their career, audio
will continue to influence learning,
and impact even the future genera-
tions.

(The writer is the COO of Khabri.)

halhan is a nondescript ham-
letlocated one and a half kilo-
meters from the main road in
Shalla Gram Panchayat of Gohar
block of Mandi district in the hilly
state of Himachal Pradesh.
Agriculture is the main source of
livelihood for the residents of this
village who own five to seven
bighas of land on an average. Till
two years ago, the village did not
have a link road and was consid-
ered a major development chal-
lenge by its inhabitants.
Anybody who fell sick had to
be taken on a chair or charpoy
(cot) by at least four men to the
main road from where they could
be taken to the nearest hospital.
The farmers had to hire ponies for
carrying their produce to nearby
markets. It became a tedious
task, especially during the mon-
soon. The tough, hilly twisted
trails become muddy, slippery
and risky to commute. The gov-
ernments commitment to work
towards connecting rural India,
the long-standing demand of the
villagers for the link road finally
materialised two years ago.
“The link road has trans-
formed our lives,” says
Purnanand, a resident of the vil-
lage. Now the pickup vans and
ambulances can easily come on
this road which is connected to
the state highway. “We are now
able to save money that we used
to pay for hiring ponies.
Sometimes our vegetables would
perish or we had to sell them at
throw away prices. Now we can

Connecting dots

Villagers witnessed the transformation brought about
by link roads in Shalla Gram Panchayat and hoped
that a similar development would touch their lives,

— f

sell them at a much higher price
because of which our income has
gone up,” shares Purnanand.

This is the story of every
household in 35 small and big vil-
lages in Shalla Gram Panchayat.
All these villages have been con-
nected by link roads to their main
road heads for transportation. A
single household hamlet of Jeyog
too was connected via a link road
one year ago.

Hetram recalls the day his
mother fell sick. He had to wait
for a day to get help from men

says SARITA BRARA

from nearby villages to carry his
mother to the main road from
where she was taken to the hos-
pital. They carried her on a chair
on the steep path on hilly terrain.
It took them almost an hour to
cover the small distance.
Overwhelmed by the Panchayat’s
concern,

“It took almost five years to
connect every single village and
hamlet in all the seven wards of
this Gram Panchayat with road
heads,” informs Raj Kumar, the
Panchayat Pradhan. The last vil-

lage that was connected by a link
road was a few months ago in
November 2020. Shalla Gram
Panchayat is indeed a remote area
of Mandi district tucked away in
a difficult mountainous terrain.
The process to get these link roads
was equally difficult.

“It wasn't easy at all - making
rounds of the concerned depart-
ments for sanctions and clear-
ances, pleading villagers to part
with their land for the sake of the
convenience of all others. One has
to apply every method from

cajoling to counselling to get
consent for using their land for
the benefit of the villages other-
wise everyone in the village has
to struggle,” says Raj.

The roads have undoubted-
ly changed the lives of the vil-
lagers. Many farmers in these vil-
lages are today earning a decent
income by growing cash crops
like peas and other vegetables.
This wasn't doable earlier because
of the fear that their produce will
perish before it could be trans-
ported to the market. Another
constraint was the money
required to be paid for the ponies
which cost them a lot.

The construction of a 16-
kilometer-long road has solved
connectivity issues of a popula-
tion of over 1,000 people in five
villages. It has given a boost to
tourism as it connects them to a
famous temple. This road has also
been metaled. With lakhs of peo-
ple travelling here, opportunities
for employment have opened
up. The Gram Panchayat has also
been able to increase its revenue
from parking fees for the vehicles.

For Udham Singh, a resident
of Village Chatti, it is a matter of
envy as his village is located on the
boundary of Shalla and Tulna
Gram Panchayat. A home guard
with agricultural land, Udham
has been running from pillar to
post to get a link road sanctioned
for his small village but has not
been successful in his endeavors
so far.

“My village, with nearly half

a dozen families, is approximate-
ly five kilometers from the near-
est road head. Since my village
does not fall under Shalla Gram
Panchayat, they can't construct
the road from their allotted
funds,” shares Udham Singh.

The challenges of this village
are also the same. The health and
transportation of agriculture
produce are the main concern of
the villagers here as well.

Connecting villages to road
heads in this state, especially in
extremely remote and hilly ter-
rains is a tedious task. Getting
clearances, especially for the vil-
lages that come under forest
areas is not that easy, carving out
roads through mountains is time
consuming, costly and difficult.

According to the informa-
tion available on the official
website of The Public Works
Department (PWD) of
Himachal Pradesh government,
6,948 out of its 17,449 villages
were not connected by road till
the end of October 2020, which
means that nearly 40 per cent of
the villages in the state were not
connected. Their challenges are
endless. Monsoon and winter
become even more difficult due
to the lack of connectivity. Seeing
how the lives of inhabitants of
Shalla Gram Panchayat has been
transformed through these link
roads, villagers of other remote
regions are full of hope that soon
their prayers will see the light of
day.

—Charkha Features

Leaders can let you fail and yet not let you be a failure.
—Stanley McChrystal

Attain wisdom

People should strive to achieve
values and ethics as these
shape character, says

RAJY0GI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

Off lately, governments across the globe have
come to accept the fact that the absence of right
values is the cause of various ailments, including the
on-going COVID-19 pandemic. Millions and bil-
lions have been spent and are still being spent by
countries on re-establishment of values in our pre-
sent-day degenerated society, but, as is evident from
the result, success evades them all. The elderly peo-
ple grumble and complain that the millennials have
thrown values to the winds. Some allege that the
whole society has become corrupt; others say that
because of corruption, the government has become
almost bankrupt. Newspapers are full of news about
ghastly crime. Religious
leaders say that religion is
being defamed.

In fact, every individ-
ual is an eye-witness to the
degeneration of morals
and all are crying for val-
ues. But why are all efforts
not showing any tangible
transformation in even a ]
few thousand people? :

That’s a million dollar

question. If we ponder

deeply over the matter,

we will find that there is no human being who does
not adopt any values whatsoever. Everyone does
imbibe some values. However, the values differ from
man to man, depending upon his world-view or his
belief system because every man has some belief
about his own identity, about the society, about man’s
nature, about time and space, etc... Similary
everyone has some views about religion, education,
business, media, government, politics, etc. This net-
work of beliefs gives him/her a world-view, differ-
ent from the world-view of others. It is this world-
view that determines a person’s outlook, attitudes
and pattern of behaviour.

People across the world practice values taught
by religious preceptors or some public figure. For
example, some people put into practice vedantic,
buddhist, jewish, christian, muslim values, while
some others try to imbibe Gandhian values or val-
ues taught by some leader. Now, all the above men-
tioned set of values were advocated by different
souls, according to their world-view. However, there
is no universal code of conduct available for all peo-
ple to follow. No one has, uptill now, given a com-
prehensive, all-inclusive, totally rational and
absolutely correct world-view because such a view
can be given only by one, for he (god) alone is per-
fectly moral, truly knowledgeable, all-virtuous and
the parent of all souls, whichever religion, philos-
ophy or world-view they may profess. He is of
impeccable character, without any weakness, incom-
parably just and fair, totally free from prejudice of
any sort, above any sectarian, regional, racial or nar-
row view and without any consideration of bene-
fit to himself. He has not even the least degree of
selfishness but is overwhelmed with love for all and
the will to be generous, kind, compassionate, co-
operative, friendly and ever-helpful.

But what is essentially relevant in the present
context is that he has the knowledge of the present,
the past and the future in its entirety and without
any gaps. The knowledge which he has is not divid-
ed into any departments or compartments but is
wholesome. It does not have any inner contradic-
tions. It is final and does not require any research
or future confirmation. It takes into account all reli-
gions, culture, geophysical circumstances, human
nature, etc. It is theoretical, practical and also expe-
riential. It has distilled wisdom, without any impu-
rities, fallacies and pseudo elements. It does not have
even a grain of fake or artificial ingredients. So, the
world-view formed on the basis of that revealed
knowledge or divine wisdom is the only one that
is capable of removing a person’s flaws of charac-
ter. It is that knowledge which brings right type of
values and transformation in one’s life.

It is, therefore, essential that those who earnest-
ly and sincerely feel that our society should be value-
based should also make all efforts that they them-
selves and all others should have the right world-
view, for without it, cultivation and development of
right values will remain mere a wishful thinking or

an unrealised dream.

CONCERNED ABOUT DRUG USE? THIS APP HELPS

esearchers at the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign

are developing a new smartphone app that may help
teach young adults how to talk to a peer if they are
concerned about that person’s drinking or drug use.

The app named “Harbor” prompts the user to answer
several
questions about
their friend’s
substance use
behaviour and
provides
feedback on the
potential
Seriousness —
a feature that
may be
especially helpful to people who feel conflicted about
intervening.

Designed for people aged between 18-29, Harbor
teaches young adults how they can “act as first responders
for their close friends who demonstrate risky substance use
behaviours,” according to the app’s lead developer Douglas
C Smith from the varsity.

TRUSTED SUPPORT MAY HELP BATTLE DEPRESSION

earning about their

health through a
trusted source may help
teens take better care of
themselves, leading to
less depressive
symptoms, says a new
study.

The study indicated
that trust played a factor in whether receiving health
information improved depression.

The more that adolescents trusted their parents or
teacher as a credible source of health information, the more
likely they were to experience less depression.

Additionally, even though adolescents reported that
they trusted traditional media — like TV, radio and
newspapers — more than online content, only content from
social media or websites resulted in actual changes in
behaviour.

“This study was actually inspired by my students, after
several of them came to me really stressed out,” said
researcher Bu Zhong from the Pennsylvania State
University.

OBESITY — BIGGEST KILLER OF HUMANKIND

or over two decades, obesity has emerged into a bigger
health crisis globally and in India, than hunger.

Obesity is now the leading cause of disabilities and deaths
around the world. More so, during the COVID-19 pandemic
when lakhs of people died across countries, one key reason
was the ailments associated with overweight.

On the eve of World Obesity Day, healthcare professionals
underlined the need to enhance awareness on this ever-
growing lifestyle disease, which is
fast emerging as the biggest killer
of humankind in the modern era.

“Over the past century, the
world has progressed on many
health parameters. Today there are
very less deaths among kids due
to immunisation against ailments;
and availability of food is shifting
focus away from malnutrition. However, changing lifestyles and
easy access to high-calories food is pushing children and
adults towards obesity, which unfortunately has some
devastating outcomes at times,” said Dr Riyaz Khan, CEQ,
Continental Hospitals.

KIDNEY STONES LINKED TO BONE PROBLEMS

eople with

kidney stones
may be at risk of
osteoporosis or
bone fracture,
says a new
study.

The study, [
published in the
Journal of Bone and Mineral Research, found that
approximately one-quarter of individuals with kidney
stones had a diagnosis of osteoporosis or bone fracture
around the time of their kidney stone diagnosis.

“We hope this work raises awareness regarding the
possibility of reduced bone strength in patients with kidney
stones,” said lead author Calyani Ganesan from Stanford
University in the US.

“In our future work, we hope to identify which patients
with kidney stones are at higher risk for osteoporosis or
fracture to help guide bone density screening efforts by
clinicians in this population,” Ganesan added.

o

YOUNGSTERS T0O0 DRUNK TO USE PROTECTION

ne-fifth of young adults forget to use contraception at
the height of passion because they are too drunk to
remember when having sex, says a study.

The study, commissioned by OnePoll with 1,200
participants aged between 16-25 years, indicates that
many youngsters are taking unforeseen risks due to a
lack of knowledge, education and intoxication.

The study showed that four in 10 have had sex
during a night of
drinking alcohol, while
13 per cent have had
intercourse and not
remembered the
following day whether
they had used
protection or not,
reports The Sun.

“We need to arm our young people with as much
information as possible before they get to the point
where they are experimenting with sex and drink,” said
Joanna Buckard, a spokeswoman for The National
Organisation for FASD (Foetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder) in the UK.
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PTI W LUCKNOW

izelle Lee and Laura

Wolvaardt shared the

highest opening wicket
stand against an under-pre-
pared India to give South Africa
an emphatic eight-wicket win in
the first ODI of the five match
series here on Sunday.

Asked to bat, India never
got the momentum it needed
and could only manage 177 for
nine despite sedate fifty from
skipper Mithali Raj (50 off 85)
and a quick-fire 40 off 41 balls
from her deputy Harmanpreet
Kaur

Lee (83 not out off 122) and
Wolvaardt (80 off 110) helped
South Africa chased down the
target in 40.1 overs with a
record 169-run stand.

India would quickly like to
forget their first outing in 12
months and come back much
stronger in the next game
against a side which has come
into the series with substantial
game time.

The South African opening
duo did not look any sort of
trouble against the India pacers
as well as their highly rated spin-
ners. Lee smashed 11 fours and
a six while Wolvaardt collected
12 boundaries.

Veteran India pacer Jhulan
Goswami (2/38), playing her
first game since November
2019, was the most impressive
in an otherwise disappointing
bowling effort. Debutant pacer
Monica Patel got only four
overs in which she conceded 20
runs.

The spin-bowling troika of
Rajeshwari Gaekward, Deepti
Sharma and Poonam Yadav
failed to provide any break-
throughs that were needed to
keep India in the game.

Earlier, the 62-run stand
between Raj and Kaur steadied
the innings after India lost their
first three wickets for 40 runs,
including star opener Smrit
Mandhana (14 off 20), who
looked in sublime touch during
her short stay.

Harmanpreet, playing her
100th ODI, looked ominous but
played one big shot too many to
be caught at long off. She
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Need more time to rediscover rhythm: Harman

PTI B LUCKNOW

Indian women’s ODI vice-
captain Harmanpreet Kaur
on Saturday said the team was
lacking match practice and
will need time to get back into
rhythm after being away from
International cricket for a year
due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic.

“We didn’t get any
International cricket for a year.
Apart from three IPL games we
didn’t get much time to work
as a unit. As a team you need
to spend time and get ready for
any series,” Kaur said at the
post-match press conference.

“Nowadays everybody is
looking for a big total, every
game we want to score more

than 250 but for that you need
some time and matches.

“In the past few years we
had built a rhythm but we will
need time to create that
rhythm and next game we will
try to do that as a unit,” added
Kaur, who was playing her
100th ODI.

The Indian team last
played on March 8 last year
when they lost to Australia in
the T20 World Cup final.

Additionally, they got only
two days of nets before the
series, making it tougher for
the players to be at their best
from the word go which was
visible as India struggled with
the bat, managing 177 for nine
in the designated 50 overs.

The 31-year-old conceded

that her side was guilty of
throwing away their wickets
and lacked partnerships with
both bat and ball.

“When you are playing
after a long time there are
chances were you can collapse
but they bowled well and we
threw our wickets. As a bowl-
ing unit, there were no part-
nership, you need partnership
whether it is bowling or bat-
ting,” she said.

“Today I felt our bowling
was also not upto the mark,
our spinners are good but it
can happen if you are playing
after a long time, sometimes
things cannot be in your
favour. We had a bad day
today, whatever we were doing,
we couldn’t execute it”

smashed six boundaries in her
entertaining knock.

Raj, who took some time to
get going in her first game
since November 2019, then
shared a 52-run partnership
with Deepti Sharma (27 off 46)
to keep the innings moving. But
her dismissal off a full-toss

triggered a collapse that saw
India reeling at 160 for eight
from 154 for four.

The skipper’s innings com-
prised four boundaries and a six.

Senior South Africa pacer
Shabnim Ismail was the pick of
the bowlers, taking three wick-
ets for 28 runs in 10 overs.

BRIEF SCORES

India: 177 for 9 in 50 overs
(Mithali Raj 50, Harmanpreet
Kaur 40, Deepti Sharma 27;
Shabnim Ismail 3/28, N Mlaba
2/41). South Africa: 178 for 2 in
40.1 overs (Lizelle Lee 83 not
out, Laura Wolvaardt 80; Jhulan
Goswami 2/38).

sport 12

IPL. 2021 STARTS APRIL. 9

No home games, no crowds at 6 venues including Mumbai

2021 SEASON SCHEDULE

MNO DAY DATE TIME VENUE TEAM1

1 FRI 9-April 7:30 PM Chennai Mumbai Indians

2 SAT 10-April  7:30 PM Mumbai Chennai Super Kings

8 SUN 11-April 7:30 PM Chennai Sunrisers Hyderabad

4 MON 12-April  7:30 PM Mumbai Rajasthan Royals

5 TUE 13-April - 7:30 PM Chennai Kolkata Knight Riders

6 WED 14-April 7:30 PM Chennai Sunrisers Hyderabad

7 THU 15-April  7:30 PM Mumbai Rajasthan Royals

8 FRI 16-April  7:30 PM Mumbai Punjab Kings

9 SAT 17-April  7:30 PM Chennai Mumbai Indians

10 SUN 18-April  3:30 PM Chennai Royal Challengers Bangalore
ihl SUN 18-April  7:30 PM Mumbai Delhi Capitals

12 MON  19-April  7:30 PM Mumbai Chennai Super Kings

13 TUE 20-April ~ 7:30 PM Chennai Delhi Capitals

14 WED  21-April  7:30 PM Chennai Punjab Kings

15 WED  21-April  7:30 PM Mumbai Kolkata Knight Riders

16 THU 22-April  7:30 PM Mumbai Royal Challengers Bangalore
17 FRI 23-April  7:30 PM Chennai Punjab Kings

18 SAT 24-April - 7:30 PM Mumbai Rajasthan Royals

19 SUN 25-April 3:30 PM Mumbai Chennai Super Kings

20 SUN 25-April  7:30 PM Chennai Sunrisers Hyderabad

21 MON  26-April  7:30 PM Ahmedabad Punjab Kings

22 TUE 27-April - 7:30 PM Ahmedabad Delhi Capitals

23 WED 28-April ~ 7:30 PM Delhi Chennai Super Kings

24 THU 29-April  3:30 PM Delhi Mumbai Indians

25 THU 29-April  7:30 PM Ahmedabad Delhi Capitals

26 FRI 30-April  7:30 PM Ahmedabad Punjab Kings

27 SAT 1-May 7:30 PM Delhi Mumbai Indians

28 SUN 2-May 3:30 PM Delhi Rajasthan Royals

29 SUN 2-May 7:30 PM Ahmedabad Punjab Kings

30 MON  3-May 7:30 PM Ahmedabad Kolkata Knight Riders

31 TUE 4-May 7:30 PM Delhi Sunrisers Hyderabad

32 WED 5-May 7:30 PM Delhi Rajasthan Royals

33 THU 6-May 7:30 PM Ahmedabad Royal Challengers Bangalore
34 FRI 7-May 7:30 PM Delhi Sunrisers Hyderabad

35 SAT 8-May 3:30 PM Ahmedabad Kolkata Knight Riders

36 SAT 8-May 7:30 PM Delhi Rajasthan Royals

37 SUN 9-May 3:30 PM Bangalore Chennai Super Kings

38 SUN 9-May 7:30 PM Kolkata Royal Challengers Bangalore
39 MON  10-May  7:30 PM Bangalore Mumbai Indians

40 TUE 11-May  7:30 PM Kolkata Delhi Capitals

41 WED 12-May  7:30 PM Bangalore Chennai Super Kings

42 THU 13-May  3:30 PM Bangalore Mumbai Indians

43 THU 13-May  7:30 PM Kolkata Sunrisers Hyderabad

44 FRI 14-May  7:30 PM Kolkata Royal Challengers Bangalore
45 SAT 15-May  7:30 PM Bangalore Kolkata Knight Riders

46 SUN 16-May  3:30 PM Kolkata Rajasthan Royals

47 SUN 16-May  7:30 PM Bangalore Chennai Super Kings

48 MON  17-May  7:30 PM Kolkata Delhi Capitals

49 TUE 18-May  7:30 PM Bangalore Kolkata Knight Riders

50 WED 19-May  7:30 PM Bangalore Sunrisers Hyderabad

51 THU 20-May  7:30 PM Kolkata Royal Challengers Bangalore
52 FRI 21-May  3:30 PM Bangalore Kolkata Knight Riders

58] FRI 21-May  7:30 PM Kolkata Delhi Capitals

54 SAT 22-May  7:30 PM Bangalore Punjab Kings

55 SUN 23-May  3:30 PM Kolkata Mumbai Indians

56 SUN 23-May  7:30 PM Kolkata Royal Challengers Bangalore
57 TUE 25-May  7:30 PM Ahmedabad Qaulifier 1

58 WED 26-May  7:30 PM Ahmedabad Eliminator

59 FRI 28-May  7:30 PM Ahmedabad Qaulifier 1

60 SUN 30-May  7:30 PM Ahmedabad Final

TEAM 2
Royal Challengers Bangalore
Delhi Capitals
Kolkata Knight Riders
Punjab Kings
Mumbai Indians
Royal Challengers Bangalore
Delhi Capitals
Chennai Super Kings
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Kolkata Knight Riders
Punjab Kings
Rajasthan Royals
Mumbai Indians
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Chennai Super Kings
Rajasthan Royals
Mumbai Indians
Kolkata Knight Riders
Royal Challengers Bangalore
Delhi Capitals
Kolkata Knight Riders
Royal Challengers Bangalore
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Rajasthan Royals
Kolkata Knight Riders
Royal Challengers Bangalore
Chennai Super Kings
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Delhi Capitals
Royal Challengers Bangalore
Mumbai Indians
Chennai Super Kings
Punjab Kings
Chennai Super Kings
Delhi Capitals
Mumbai Indians
Punjab Kings
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Kolkata Knight Riders
Rajasthan Royals
Kolkata Knight Riders
Punjab Kings
Rajasthan Royals
Delhi Capitals
Punjab Kings
Royal Challengers Bangalore
Mumbai Indians
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Rajasthan Royals
Punjab Kings
Mumbai Indians
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Chennai Super Kings
Rajasthan Royals
Delhi Capitals
Chennai Super Kings

Defending champions Mumbai Indians will face Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the tournament opener in Chennai on
April 9. The Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad will host
the final on May 30 as well as the play-offs.

o \en za Viarin Deats Sindhu in Swiss final

; i S \
Lionel Messi casts his vote during Barca presidential elections

MILAN WIN TO BOOST TITLE HODES

VERONA: AC Milan boosted title hopes by winning 2-0
at Hellas Verona in Serie A on Sunday despite being
without a number of key players missing through
injury. Rade Krunic and Diego Dalot scored for Milan,
which moved to within three points of league leader
Inter Milan. The Nerazzurri host Atalanta on Monday.

ANKITA STUNS ERRAN! IN QUALIFIERS
MEexico City: India No 1 Ankita Raina notched up one
of the biggest wins of her career as she stunned Sara
Errani in the first round of qualifying at the WTA 250
tournament in Guadalajara in Mexico. The world No
168 fought from a set down to beat the Italian second
seed and world No 106 2-6, 6-4, 6-3 in two hours and
6 minutes. She will next play Leonie Kung in an
attempt to qualify for the main draw.

LEWA HAT-TRICK TOPS HAALAND DOUBLE
MunicH: Robert Lewandowski scored a hat-trick to
leave him on 31 Bundesliga goals this season and seal
Bayern Munich’s 4-2 comeback home win over
Borussia Dortmund. Dortmund raced into a 2-0 lead
as Erling Haaland netted twice in the first nine minutes
behind closed doors at the Allianz Arena. However,
Lewandowksi then struck twice — the second from
the penalty spot — to haul Bayern level before the
break. Leon Goretzka put Bayern ahead for the first
time with two minutes left before the Poland striker
completed his hat-trick on 90 minutes.

PsSG, LYON CRUISE INTO NEXT ROUND
PARis: Kylian Mbappe grabbed a pair of goals as
holders Paris Saint-Germain eased into the French
Cup last 16 on Saturday with a 3-0 victory at Brest,
while Ligue 1 title rivals Lyon defeated second-division
Sochaux 5-2. Mbappe returned from a one-match ban
and fired PSG ahead on nine minutes. Julian Draxler
set up Pablo Sarabia for a second goal before half-
time. And then Verratti created third, somewhat
inadvertently, as he prodded across goal and straight
into the chest of Mbappe, wrong-footing Brest
goalkeeper Sebastien Cibois.

DELHI IN VIVAY HAZARE QUARTER-FINAL
New DeLHI: Wicketkeeper-batsman Anuj Rawat
smashed a dozen of sixes in his unbeaten 95 off 85
balls as an under-pressure Delhi made a remarkable
recovery to beat Uttarakhand by four wickets in the
pre-quarter final of the Vijay Hazare Trophy on Sunday.
Delhi will meet Uttar Pradesh in their quarter-final
match on Monday. Batting first, Uttarakhand posted
287 for 8 in 50 overs. In reply, Delhi surpassed the
target in 48.3 overs after being reduced to 146 for 6 in
the 33rd over.

LIVERPOOL CRASH AGAIN AT ANFIELD

LiverpooL: Mario Lemina condemned troubled
Liverpool to a sixth successive home defeat as Fulham
earned a shock 1-0 win that left the champions’ top
four bid in turmoil on Sunday. Jurgen Klopp’s side are
four points adrift of fourth-placed Chelsea, who can
extend that lead to seven if they beat Everton on
Monday. That would leave Liverpool with a tough task
to qualify for next season’s Champions League via a
top four finish. Agencies

PTI B BASEL

orld Champion P V

Sindhu finished a distant
second best in the Swiss Open
final after being completely
routed by Olympic Gold
medallist Carolina Marin of
Spain in a lop-sided women’s
singles title clash here on
Sunday.

The 25-year-old Indian,
who had won the coveted
World Championship Gold
medal here in 2019, couldn’t
match the speed and accuracy
of Marin during her 12-21, 5-
21 defeat in the final that last-
ed only 35 minutes.

It was Sindhu’s third suc-
cessive loss to Marin, who had

in Thailand in January before
finishing runners-up at the
HSBC BWF World Tour Finals.

Playing her first final in 18
months, Sindhu, ranked 7th in

the world, entered the match
with a 5-8 head-to-head record
against Marin, having lost her
last two matches against the for-
mer world No 1.

The world No 7 Indian,
who didn’t drop a game in the
last four matches this week,
however, failed to summon
her A’ game under pressure as
Marin came up trumps to
claim her third title of the
year. She seemed completely
clueless against a rampaging
Marin, who outclassed the
Indian with her pace, power
and precision during the sum-
mit clash.

Sindhu will next compete
at the $850,000 All England
Championships to be held from
March 17 to 21.

won both the Super 1000 events

PNS B NEW DELHI

avi Shastri was both

Sunil Gavaskar and
Kapil Dev’s ‘go to man’
with his all-round abilities
during the ‘80s and India
head coach firmly believes
that young Washington
Sundar could play a simi-
lar role in the current Test
team.

The left-handed spe-
cialist batsman, who also
bowls mean off-breaks,
scored three half centuries
in his four Tests along with
six wickets which includes
prized scalps of Steve Smith
and Joe Root.

Do you see glimpses of
you in him?

“I think Washy has far
more natural ability than I
had,” said the veteran of 80
Tests who had close to
4000 runs and 150 plus
wickets.

“He has the ability and
he belongs at this level and
he can go a long way. If he
could focus on his bowling
(in Tests), India could have
avery good number six for
overseas conditions.

“Someone who can get
you those 50s, 60s and 70s
and then bowl for you 20
overs and can pick up 2-3
wickets. That was my role
overseas (during whole of
1980s) and I think he can
do that role easily, the
head coach said during a
virtual press meet on
Sunday.

Washington should
start batting in the top four
for Tamil Nadu across for-

Sundar can perform role | used to play for India; Shastri

“Definitely, he should
be batting in the top four
for his state. There is no
question about that. I
would like to have a word
with Tamil Nadu selectors
or DK (captain Dinesh
Karthik) for that matter. I
think he should be batting
in the top four;” Shastri said.

For Shastri, Sundar’s
innings of 96, coming in at
153 for 6 was a better
effort than his 85 not out
in Chennai.

“Washington Sundar,
this is unreal. Facing some
of the toughest bowlers in
the world. I would say this
innings was far better as
the WTC was on line,” he
said.

mats, suggested Shastri.

Federer ‘pain free’
ahead of Qatar Open

AFP B DOHA

oger Fedrer said retire-

ent was never really [

an option during his battle

with injury, insisting on

Sunday the pain is “com-

pletely under control”

ahead of his return to com-

petitive tennis at this week’s
Qatar Open.

The 39-year-old hasn’t
played a match since a
semi-final defeat to Novak
Djokovic at the Australian
Open in January 2020 and
acknowledged it was
unusual for a player of his
age to return after injury.

“Iknow it’s on the rare side for a 40-year-old to come
back after a year out,” he said at a media briefing in the
Qatari capital Doha.

“The important thing is 'm pain free and injury free.

“I'm very happy to be back playing a tournament —
I never thought it was going to take this long”

On his rivalry with Rafael Nadal and Djokovic, who
this week overtakes his record of 310 weeks as world num-
ber one in men’s tennis, Federer said “it’s a great debate
to have”.

“I think what Novak and Rafa have done of late is extra-
ordinary — they’re not 25 either,” he said with a smile.

“Novak did it in Australia, Rafa did it at The French
— they seem at their peak which is great for tennis and
for the debate.

“My concern is my own health, my own game (more)
than the record.

“The guys are unreal, I hope they keep on going and
can do everything they possibly want — you want to leave
the game with no regrets, and in that respect we all sleep
very well at night”

Federer, a 20-time Grand Slam title winner, said that
while “expectations are really low” for his campaign in
Qatar, he hoped to surprise himself.

Gerrard leads Rangers to league itle

AFP B GLASGOW

Ria)ngers’ first Scottish
remiership title for 10
years was confirmed Sunday
after Celtic’s drew 0-0 at Dundee
United to stand 20 points
behind their Glasgow rivals
with six games left to play.

Steven Gerrard’s men have
stormed to the title without los-
ing a game to end Celtic’s
record-equalling nine consecu-
tive Scottish league titles.

Rangers were not even in
the top-flight for four of those
seasons after the club was
demoted to the fourth tier fol-
lowing liquidation in 2012 due
to financial troubles.

“This club has been to hell
and back over the past 10 years,”
said Gerrard after Saturday’s 3-
0 win over St Mirren put
Rangers on the brink of a first
major trophy since 2011.

“I've only been part of it for
three, but I can certainly relate
and I've got that feeling and that
affection with the fans and I
know what they have been
through.”

The former England and
Liverpool captain never won a
league title during his legendary
17-year career at Anfield.

However, Gerrard has
transformed Rangers’ fortunes,
both domestically and in
Europe, since taking his first
senior managerial role in 2018.

The newly crowned
Scottish champions have
reached the last 16 of the
Europa League for the second
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Rangers manager Steven Gerrard hangs out the window of the dressing room to
cheer with fans gathered outside the stadium AP

consecutive season and face
Slavia Prague on Thursday.

Rangers were denied the
chance to rub salt into Celtic
wounds by winning the title at
Celtic Park in two weeks’ time
in their next league fixture.

Celtic dropped points for
the 12th time in the league this
season with caretaker manager
John Kennedy taking charge for
just the second time since Neil
Lennon resigned last month.

The issues that have dogged
Celtic all season cost them at
Tannadice as they dominated
but failed to find the net with 27
attempts on goal.

“Our objective was to get to
10, but Rangers have been bet-
ter than us this season,”
Kennedy told Sky Sports. “We've
been champions for so long, but
we've not been good enough
this season.”

Thousands of Rangers fans

ignored coronavirus restric-
tions to descend upon Ibrox on
Saturday to get the title celebra-
tions going early.

“Once we got close or
achieved our first big part of
success together, which was
always going to be the hardest,
I had a good idea what the reac-
tion would be like,” said
Gerrard.

“I think what you've seen
today is 10 years of what these
supporters have been through.
I'm delighted for them and
really proud of the players
efforts because they’ve been
outstanding this season.

“From a league point of
view, they’ve been close to per-
fect”

The Scottish Government
condemned the scenes outside
the stadium on Saturday and
pleaded with supporters not to
congregate again on Sunday.

Kiwis win final
120, series
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Acentury opening stand by Martin Guptill
and Devon Conway saw New Zealand
clinch their T20 series against Australia in
Wellington on Sunday after the tourists fal-
tered in the face of an experimental spin
attack.

Set a target of 143 for victory, Glenn
Phillips hit the winning runs with a six to seal
New Zealand’s victory by seven wickets and
to take the series 3-2.

Guptill, who had been out of form going
into the series, led with a masterful 71, includ-
ing seven fours and four sixes, while Conway
contributed 36 with the pair putting on 106
for the first wicket.

New Zealand stumbled slightly when
Kane Williamson went first ball but a Guptill
single denied Riley Meredith the hat-trick.

Phillips, unbeaten on 34, guided New
Zealand home with 27 balls to spare.

With the first four games in the series won
by the team batting first, New Zealand cap-
tain Kane Williamson needed to be innova-
tive when he lost the toss and was told to bowl.

He put his faith in spin with his slow
bowlers sending down 12 overs, the most for
New Zealand in a T20 match, and they took
four of the eight wickets.



