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With the objective of giving
a proper “interpretation”

of a Supreme Court ruling, the
Centre on Monday introduced
a Bill in the Lok Sabha that
seeks to define certain role and
powers of the Lieutenant
Governor of Delhi. Union
Minister of State for Home G
Kishan Reddy introduced the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Bill, 2021. 

According to proposed
amendments, Section 21 of
the Act — dealing with restric-
tions on laws passed by leg-
islative Assembly with respect
to certain matters — is sought
to be revised to clarify that the
expression “Government”
referred to in any law to be
made by the Legislative
Assembly shall mean the
“Lieutenant Governor”. 

A sub-section shall be

inserted to this effect in Section
21. In section 24 of the princi-
pal Act — which requires a Bill
passed by the Delhi Legislative
Assembly to be presented to the
L-G who may assent, withhold
or reserve it for consideration
of the President — an addi-
tional clause will be inserted to
cover any of the matters that
fall outside the purview of the

powers conferred on the
Legislative Assembly.

In Section 33 of the prin-
cipal Act, in sub-section (1)
after the words “conduct of its
business”, the words “which
shall not be inconsistent with
the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in House
of People” shall be inserted.

Also, in the proviso, for the

words “Provided that”, the fol-
lowing shall be substituted,
“Provided that the Legislative
Assembly shall not make any
rule to enable itself or its
Committees to consider the
matters of day-to-day admin-
istration of the Capital or con-
duct enquiries in relation to the
administrative decisions, and
any of the rule made in con-
travention of this proviso,
before the commencement of
the Government of NCT of
Delhi (Amendment) Act, 2021,
shall be void”.

“The section 44 of the act
deals with conduct of business
and there is no structural
mechanism provided in the act
for effective time bound imple-
mentation of said section.
Further, there is no clarity as to
what proposal or matters are
required to be submitted to the
LG before issuing order there-
on,” it said.

Continued on Page 2
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ADelhi court on Monday
awarded death sentence to

Ariz Khan, convicted for the
murder of Delhi Police
Inspector Mohan Chand
Sharma and other offences in
connection with the 2008 Batla
House encounter. 

Additional Sessions Judge
Sandeep Yadav said Ariz be
hanged by neck till death.

Inspector Sharma of the
police’s Special Cell was killed
during the Batla House
encounter between the police
and terrorists in Jamia Nagar in
South Delhi following serial
bomb blasts in the national
Capital in which 39 people died
and 159 were injured.

The court also imposed a
total fine of �11 lakh on Ariz
in the case. It said �10 lakh

should be immediately released
to the family of Sharma.

“I feel the fine of �10 lakh
is insufficient. Hence, I am
referring the matter to Delhi
Legal Services Authority for
award of additional compen-
sation,” the judge further said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Registering an upward trend
in Covid-19 cases for the

fifth day in a row, India record-
ed 26,291 new infections on
Monday in the last 24 hours, its
highest single-day spike in 85
days, taking the total tally to
1,13,85,339. Union Health
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan
blamed the rise in cases to peo-
ple’s disregard for social dis-
tancing and other guidelines.

Vardhan also said that
Covid-19 cases are on the rise
in a few States only. “Around
85% of cases are in five to six
States. The main reason behind
the increase in cases is people
not taking Covid appropriate
behaviour,” the Minister said.

Five States — Maharashtra,
which alone accounts for more
than 58 per cent of the total

active cases in the country,
Punjab, Karnataka, Gujarat and
Tamil Nadu — continue to
report a surge in Covid-19
cases, accounting for 78.41 per
cent of the new infections, the
Union Health Ministry said in
a statement here.

The death toll due to the
disease increased to 1,58,725
with 118 more fatalities being
recorded in a day, the Ministry
added. The total active caseload
has gone up to 2,19,262 which
is 1.93 per cent of the total
infections in the country, while
the recovery rate has dropped
to 96.68 per cent, the data said.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime electoral issues tend-
ed to give way to the ankle

politics as rival Trinamool
Congress and the BJP contin-
ued to cross swords on the plas-
tered heel of Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

Mamata on Monday start-
ed the second leg of her elec-
tion campaign in wheelchair
even as Home Minister Amit
Shah tore apart her “conspira-
cy” theory saying only God
knows what happened to her at
Nandigram in the evening of
March 10 when she hurt her leg
during election campaign.

“I was fortunate to survive
on March 10 … otherwise
people (read BJP) had thought
that they would be able to keep
me indoors with a broken leg,”
Mamata told a rally at
Balrampur in Bankura district
circuitously rebuilding the
“conspiracy” theory that she
alleged after hurting her ankle
during a campaign at
Nadigram last week — but
curiously skipped its mention

in her subsequent bites.
“I have plaster in my leg. I

have pain all over my body and
I cannot walk... They thought
that I will remain indoors after
this… But then I thought that
the pain of the people is greater
than my pain and so I am here,”
she said. 

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI has registered a case
against 23 persons, includ-

ing 17 Army officers in a
recruitment scam.It conducted
searches at 30 locations across
13 cities in the country.

The CBI registered a case
on a complaint from office of
Additional DG, Discipline &
Vigilance, Adjutant General’s
Branch, Integrated
Headquarters of Ministry
Office Defence (Army), New
Delhi against 17 Army officials,
including Lt Colonel, Major,
Naib Subedar, Sepoy, besides
six private persons on the
charge of bribery in recruit-
ment through Service Selection
Board (SSB).

Continued on Page 2
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With Indian and Chinese
troops still in a stand-off

mode at some friction points at
the Line of Actual Control, the
Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) worked overtime
despite inclement weather to
open the strategically impor-
tant road linking Lahaul in
Himachal Pradesh to Ladakh
ahead of schedule.  The road
will ensure steady logistical
support to the troops.

The BRO team braved dif-
ficult terrain, avalanches, sub-
zero temperatures, lack of oxy-
gen and shelter to open the
crucial pass Baralachala.

The BRO on Monday
praised the team for the “sheer
grit and dogged determination”
it showed in the line of duty
without concern for personal
safety.

Continued on Page 2
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The traffic movement on
the carriageway of Delhi-

Meerut Expressway leading to
Ghaziabad from Delhi, which
was closed since January 26,
was reopened for commuters
on Monday, police said.

“The carriageway going
towards Ghaziabad from Delhi
has been opened in due con-
sultation with police officials,”
a senior official said. 

The side of the road from
Ghaziabad towards Delhi, how-
ever, remains closed, they said.

The stretch has been closed
when violence broke out in
during a tractor rally. The car-
riageway was briefly opened on
March 2. The Tikri and the
Singhu borders continue to be
closed due to farmers’ agitation.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday

accused the BJP of seeking to
drastically curtail the powers of
his elected Government
through a new Bill in the Lok
Sabha.

He also said the Bill is “con-
trary to Constitution Bench
judgment”. 

In a tweet, the AAP nation-
al convener said he strongly
condemns “BJP’s unconstitu-
tional and anti-democracy”
move. “After being rejected by
ppl of Delhi (8 seats in
Assembly, 0 in MCD bypolls),
the BJP seeks to drastically cur-
tail powers of elected
Government through a Bill in
LS today. Bill is contrary to

Constitution Bench judgement.
We strongly condemn BJP’s
unconstitutional n anti-democ-
racy move,” Kejriwal tweeted.

“The Bill says- 1. For Delhi,
“Govt” will mean LG Then
what will elected govt do? … 2.
All files will go to LG This is
against 4.7.18 Constitution
Bench judgment which said
that files will not be sent to LG,
elected govt will take all deci-
sions and send copy of decision
to LG,” he said in another
tweet.

Later addressing a press
conference, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said,
“It is a very dangerous amend-
ment democratically and con-
stitutionally. It will render the
elections and elected govern-
ment in Delhi meaningless.”
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Kolkata: A complaint regard-
ing suppression of facts lodged
by BJP’s Nandigram candidate
Suvendu Adhikari against
Mamata Banerjee is threaten-
ing to boomerang on him.
Adhikari had lodged a com-
plaint with the EC saying
Mamata had suppressed facts
— while filing her nomination
— that she had six cases pend-
ing against her name.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Centre told
the Supreme Court on Monday
that it may not be desirable to
create a separate class of judges,
lawyers and court staff below
the age of 45 for administering
the Covid-19 vaccine on pri-
ority basis.

It said the vaccine, which is
already being produced beyond
the manpower and infrastruc-
tural capacity, is also being
exported in view of the global
pandemic.

A bench of Chief Justice
Bobde and Justices AS
Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian said that it
would consider the plea, seek-
ing inclusion of judges, judicial
staff and lawyers in the prior-
ity category for the Covid-19
vaccine, on March 18. 

During the hearing,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said the government
reply has been filed.

Senior advocates Harish
Salve, appearing for Serum
Institute of India, and Mukul
Rohatgi, representing Bharat
Biotech, said that different
High Courts are seeking data as
how many vaccines are being
produced and when will it be
given to all. 

Rohatgi said this was a very
important matter and they
have filed a petition seeking
transfer of all cases before the
High Courts to the top court.

The bench then said it will

take up the transfer petition
along with the PIL seeking fix-
ing of priority of judges,
lawyers and court staff for
Covid-19 vaccine on March 18.
Salve said the Delhi High Court
and the Bombay High Court
are hearing different petitions
and seeking data from them.  

Rohatgi said that the Delhi
High Court is asking how
much vaccine will be produced
and who will it be given to.  

“Please see that it’s a larg-
er issue and needs to be decid-
ed once and for all by your
lordship”, Salve said, as the
bench adjourned the matter for
further hearing on March 18. 

The Centre in its affidavit
said: “It may not be desirable to
create a separate class consist-
ing of lawyers and others below
45 years of age and discrimi-
nating persons engaged in
other trade, profession or busi-
ness and working under simi-
lar geographic conditions and
circumstances as such a classi-

fication would necessarily lead
to discrimination.

“As there are several other
trade, business or profession
who directly deal with the
health, help and assist a com-
mon-man to provide his day-
to-day requirements and are
working in a small space with
a large number. Thus it may not
be appropriate to discriminate
them as against a separate class
of lawyers as both are doing
their respective duties towards
the citizens under similar cir-
cumstances.” 

The government said that
from the facts it is clear that the
classification of citizens is based
upon most rational and non-
arbitrary criteria and thus any
specific classification either
based upon the nature of trade,
profession or otherwise is nei-
ther possible nor advisable. 

“It is submitted that the
fraternity of lawyers are
requesting for being classified
as frontline workers. Though
the government has tremen-
dous respect for the profession
and the discharge of duties by
these professionals for and on
behalf of citizens of India,
those lawyers and other asso-
ciated staff who are either
above 60 years or between the
age group of 45 to 59 years and
are suffering from very long
and almost exhaustive list of
co-morbidities would, in any
case, be covered by the vaccine
drive,” it said.  PTI
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Top officials of the water
resources ministries of

India and Bangladesh will
meet here on Tuesday to dis-
cuss issues related to river
water-sharing and flood fore-
cast, sources said on Monday. 

The Indian delegation will
be headed by Pankaj Kumar,
secretary in the Jal Shakti
Ministry. The Bangladesh side
will be headed by senior sec-
retary Kabir Bin Anwar, the
sources added. 

The meeting takes place
ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
Bangladesh later this month. 

Sources said the two sides

will discuss water sharing of
Manu, Muhuri,  Khowai,
Gumti,  Dudhkumar and
Dharla rivers. 

Discussions are likely to
take place on further cooper-
ation in the area of flood fore-
casting, they added. 

A system of transmission
of flood forecasting data on
major rivers like Ganga,
Teesta, Brahmputra and Barak
during the monsoon season
from India to Bangladesh
already exists. 

They added that discus-
sions are also expected to take
place on drawing water from
Feni river for the Sabroom
town in Tripura. 

Further, talks are also

expected on a possible
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for
drawing water from the Surma
river.

India and Bangladesh have
a robust mechanism in place
to address water issues at dif-
ferent levels.  An Indo-
Bangladesh Joint Rivers
Commission (JRC) is func-
tioning since 1972. It was
established with a view to
maintain liaison in order to
ensure the most effective joint
effort in maximising the ben-
efits from common river sys-
tems.

This enables meetings at
the ministerial, secretary and
at technical experts’ level. 
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Kochi: In a landmark judg-
ment, the Kerala High Court
on Monday allowed a
transwoman to enroll in the
National Cadet Corps (NCC).

Justice Anu Sivaraman
gave the order on a plea by a
transwoman, challenging a
Section of the National Cadet
Corps Act, 1948, which
excludes the transgender com-
munity from enrollment with
the NCC.

In its order, the court said
the petitioner is entitled to
enrollment in the NCC senior
girls division and the denial of
the request of the petitioner for
such enrollment is completely
unsustainable.

Observing that the
‘Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act
2019’ recognises the right of
transgender persons to a life of
dignity, the Court said the
provisions of the NCC Act
cannot prelude its operation.

The court said in view of
the specific provisions of the
2019 Act, a transgender person
has the right to be recognised
not only as a transgender, but
also a right to self-perceived
gender identity.

“The petitioner will be
entitled to participate in the
selection process on the basis
of her application. If she is suc-
cessful, the petitioner will be
enrolled in NCC Unit”, the
court said.

In November last year,
the court had observed that a
person cannot be denied legit-
imate rights merely because
he/she is a transgender.

The Central government
counsel had opposed the plea,
submitting that the petitioner
cannot be included in the
enrollment process for NCC
unit of the college because she
is a transgender, though
assigning herself the identity of
a woman. PTI
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Kozhikode: Veteran Kathakali
exponent Guru Chemancheri
Kunhiraman Nair, whose por-
trayal of Lord Krishna and
Kuchela on stage enthralled the
audience, died at his residence
near here early on Monday.

He was 105.
A Padma Shree awardee,

Chemancheri died at his resi-
dence at Cheliya in Koyilandi,
family sources said.

Condoling the death, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said his
passion towards Indian culture
and spirituality was legendary
and he made exceptional efforts
to groom upcoming talent in
classical dances.

“Saddened by the demise of
Kathakali maestro, Guru
Chemancheri Kunhiraman

Nair.His passion towards Indian
culture and spirituality was leg-
endary. He made exceptional
efforts to groom upcoming tal-
ent in our classical dances.My
thoughts are with his family and
admirers.Om Shanti,” Modi
tweeted. Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
Leader of Opposition Ramesh
Chennithala and various min-
isters condoled the demise of the
maestro.

“My heartfelt condolence on
the demise of PadmaShri
Natyacharya GuruChemancheri
Kunjiraman Nair,Kerala’s senior-
most exponent of Kathakali &
Bharatanatyam and mentor of
hundreds of dance & Kathakali
artistes,” Khan tweeted. PTI
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From Page 1
In section 44 of the princi-

pal Act dealing with powers to
makes rules for conduct of
business, in sub-section (2) —
which states that as otherwise
provided in this Act, all execu-
tive action of the Lieutenant
Governor whether taken on the
advice of his Ministers or oth-
erwise shall be expressed to be
taken in the name of the
Lieutenant Governor — the
following proviso shall be
inserted, namely “Provided that
before taking any executive
action in pursuance of the deci-
sion of the Council of Ministers
or a Minister, to exercise pow-
ers of Government, State
Government, Appropriate
Government, Lieutenant
Governor, Administrator or
Chief Commissioner, as the
case may be, under any law in
force in the Capital, the opin-
ion of Lieutenant Governor in
term of proviso to clause (4) of
article 239AA of the
Constitution shall be obtained
on all such matters as may be
specified, by a general or spe-
cial order, by Lieutenant
Governor”.

According to the statement
of objects and reasons of the

bill, the original bill was enact-
ed to supplement the provisions
of the Constitution relating to
the legislative assembly and a
Council of Ministers for Delhi
and for matters connected
therewith.

It said that to give effect to
the interpretation made by the
Supreme Court which had
ruled that the city government
need not obtain the Lieutenant
Governor’s “concurrence” of
every issue of day-to-day gov-
ernance, the bill has been
brought.

The Government said it
wanted to clarify the expression
“Government”, which in the
context of legislations to be
passed by the Delhi Assembly,
shall mean the LG of Delhi,
consistent with the status of
Delhi as a Union Territory to
address the ambiguities in the
interpretation of the legislative
provisions.

It further seeks to ensure
that the LG is necessarily grant-
ed an opportunity to exercise
the power entrusted to him
under proviso to clause (4) of
article 239AA of the
Constitution, in select catego-
ry of cases and also to make
rules in matters which inci-
dentally encroach upon matters
falling outside the preview of
the Assembly.

From Page 1
Additional Public

Prosecutor AT Ansari, appear-
ing for the police, sought death
penalty for Ariz, allegedly asso-
ciated with the terror outfit
Indian Mujahideen, saying it
was not just any killing but a
murder of a law enforcement
officer who was a defender of
justice.

Ansari said the case attracts
exemplary punishment, which
is capital punishment.

He further said a police
officer was killed while dis-
charging his public duty. 

“Ariz along with others
was carrying deadly weapons
which clearly suggests that
they were ready to kill anybody
in any eventuality. They were
the first to start fire without any
provocation,” the public pros-

ecutor said. 
He added that widespread

concerns were raised after the
incident regarding the safety of
police officers and it instilled
fear in the minds of the com-
mon people. 

Advocate MS Khan,
appearing for Ariz, opposed the
death penalty and said the
incident was not premeditated.

The court had said on
March 8 that it was “duly
proved that Khan and his asso-
ciates caused murder of police
official and fired gunshot on
the police official”.

A trial court had sentenced
Indian Mujahideen terrorist
Shahzad Ahmed in July 2013 to
life imprisonment in connec-
tion with the case. His appeal
against the verdict has been
pending in the High Court.

Khan had fled from the
spot and was declared pro-
claimed offender. He was
arrested on February 14, 2018,
and faced the trial.

On March 8, the
Additional Sessions Judge

Sandeep Yadav had convicted
Khan stating that the evidence
produced by the prosecution
duly proved the case beyond
reasonable doubt. The judge
had said it was “duly proved
that Khan and his associates
caused murder of police official
and fired gunshot on the police
official.”

“The evidence adduced on
record, including ocular, doc-
umentary and scientific, pros-
ecution has proved beyond
reasonable doubt that Khan
along with accomplices with
common intention obstructed
inspector Sharma in discharge
of public function,” the court
had said.

“Khan, along with his
accomplices, also fired gun-
shots at head constables
Balwant and Balvir Singh,” the
court had said.

During the encounter in
Batla House at Jamia Nagar in
south Delhi on September 19,
2008, two suspected terror-
ists, identified as Atif Amin and
Mohammed Sajid, were killed

while Inspector Sharma of
Special Cell received gun shot
during the encounter and died.
Three other terrorists identified
as Khan and Shahzad escaped
while Mohammad Saif sur-
rendered to the police.

The encounter had taken
place within a week of 2008
Delhi serial blasts that had
killed 30 people. Blasts had
taken place at Karol Bagh,
Connaught Place, Greater
Kailash and India Gate. The
Delhi police received intelli-
gence about terrorists hiding at
L-18 Batla House.

Khan, a native of
Azamgarh in Uttar Pradesh,
was arrested by the Delhi
police’s Special Cell in
February 2018. The multiple
bombings that rocked cities
like Jaipur and Ahmedabad,
apart from the national capital
itself, in 2008 saw 165 people
losing their lives and over 500
injured in all. A reward of �15
lakh had been declared on
Khan, besides an Interpol Red
Corner Notice.

From Page 1
“Searches were conducted today

at 30 places, including Base Hospital,
Cantonment, other Army establish-

ments, civilian areas covering 13
cities like Kapurthala, Bhathinda,
Delhi, Kaithal, Palwal, Lucknow,
Bareili, Gorakhpur, Vishakhapatnam,
Jaipur, Guwahati, Jorhat and
Chirangon which led to recovery of

several incriminating documents,”
the CBI said.

The documents so far recovered
during searches are being scrutinised
and investigation is continuing, it
added.

From Page 1
As many as 26,624 infec-

tions were recorded in a span
of 24 hours on December 20.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the dis-
ease surged to 1,10,07,352,
while the case fatality rate
stood at 1.39 per cent, accord-
ing to the data.

India’s COVID-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 30 lakh on August 23,
40 lakh on September 5 and 50
lakh on September 16. It went
past 60 lakh on September 28,
70 lakh on October 11, 80 lakh
on October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and surpassed
the one-crore mark on
December 19.

According to Indian
Council of Medical Research,
22,74,07,413 samples have been
tested for COVID-19 up to
March 14, including 7,03,772
on Sunday.

From Page 1
Baralachala - a mountain

pass that links Himachal
Pradesh’s Lahaul district to
Ladakh’s Leh district- - had to
be opened much ahead of
schedule to gain strategic
advantage over “the adver-
saries”. It was the first time the
armed forces had decided to
open the pass ahead of time,
the BRO said in a statement.

According to the initial
plan, snow clearance team
were to be air-inducted at two
points - Patsio and Sarchu - so
that the pass could be cleared
in an early time frame. Since
air induction could not take
place because of bad weather,
it was decided that the team
would walk 20 kilometres in
deep snow towards Satchu
Dett, where equipment was
stocked in “mothballed” state.

Stocked with ration, spare
parts and communication
equipment, the team began its
march on the morning of
March 11, but it had to return
to base because of heavy snow-
fall. On March 12, they
attempted to cross the pass -
which is at the height of 16,000
feet. Low visibility and snow-
fall sent it back again.

“Slight window was avail-
able on March 13. The team
again attempted crossing
Baralachala. This time they
succeeded in crossing
Baralachala, crossing a num-
ber of avalanches en route,” the
BRO said. 

From Page 1
“I can break but cannot bend …

I will never surrender before the out-
siders … I will never mortgage my
spines … I will continue to fight till
I am alive.”

Addressing a rally in neigh-
bouring Bankura district, Shah hit
back wishing her a speedy recovery
but wondering “what really had
happened to Mamata Didi who is
telling that she was a victim of con-
spiracy… whereas the Election
Commission is telling that what
happened to her was only an accident
… God only knows what happened.”

Taking a dig at the Chief Minister
he said, “Didi, you’re roaming around
in a wheelchair, we are concerned
about your leg, but are concerned
about the pain of mothers of my 130
workers who were killed by the
TMC goons.”

He said if BJP came to power in
Bengal it would end the “syndicate

and cut money raj unleashed by the
Trinamool Government where you
have to pay Rs 100 even for a gov-
ernment certificate.” Attacking the
Mamata Banerjee Government for
perpetrating “corruption, hooligan-
ism, infiltration and appeasement
politics”, Shah said, “After May 2 all
that will be a thing of the past. Bengal
will be restored to its glorious past
when it used to contribute 25 percent
of the national GDP.

Shah was scheduled to address a
rally at Jhargram but failed to do so
as his chopper developed a snag. “I
was going to come here for cam-
paigning. Unfortunately, my heli-
copter developed snag and I could-
n’t come to see you … but I won’t call
it a conspiracy,” he said.

Attacking the TMC Government
for blocking the Centre’s Jal Shakti
project aimed at reaching drinking
water to every household, Shah said
“the Centre had disbursed Rs 900

crore for the project but the State
could spend on Rs 130 crore.”

Promising the three-year arrears
of Kisan Sanman Nidhi project
amounting to Rs 18,000 Shah said
how the central projects to benefit the
farmers were being blocked by the
State Government. “Even the
Ayushman Bharat Project for free
medical insurance up to Rs 5 lakh has
been blocked by this Government,”
he alleged.

Banerjee hit back saying that the
Centre was not releasing the funds
that legitimately belonged to the State
whereas it took away thousands of
crores from the State in the form of
Central taxes.

“Remember, people cannot be
purchased with money. On one side,
we are doing development activities
and on the other side BJP is increas-
ing fuel and gas prices. How the BJP
became rich all of a sudden,” she
asked saying, “They earned huge
money from Notebandi (demoneti-
sation and now they are making
money by selling public sector
banks.”

From Page 1
Adhikari’s election agent

Meghnad Paul named
“Mamata Banerjee” in a dis-
proportionate Assets case.
However, the CBI sources said
that the name was indeed the
same but it was a different
Mamata Banerjee — the wife of
a Group D staff of the central
Government working in
Asansol area.

The fate of other five cases
allegedly filed against the same
name by the Assam police is
not known as yet, sources said.

Adhikari had on Monday
furnished a list of six cases and
demanded the cancellation of
the nomination of the Chief
Minister who is contesting
against him from Nandigram
in East Midnapore district.

Speaking to the newsmen,
Adhikari had earlier said, “She
hid facts and suppressed police
cases against her while filing
her nominations from
Nandigram. I have informed
the Election Commission and
demanded that actions should
be taken as per law.”
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The Delhi Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has alleged that

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA
and chief spokesperson Saurabh
Bhardwaj has encroached upon
a piece of land at a Chirag Delhi
village where a 150-year-old tree
once stood and used to be a
platform for staging of Ramleela
and meeting point of village
elders. Bhardwaj is illegally con-
structing party office there and
also hurting the religious senti-
ments of Hindus.

The party general secretary
Dinesh Partap Singh and Delhi
BJP Spokesperson Harish
Khurana said this is in gross vio-
lation of the Delhi High Court
orders which had ordered all
construction to be stopped there
but Saurabh Bhardwaj and local
AAP councillor Pooja Jakhar

have teamed up and got the
office construction work
resumed.

“BJP is with people of the
locality in this matter and will
do whatever is possible to help
them. The State Media Co-
Head Harihar Raghuvanshi was
present alongside them,” he
said.

The two leaders said this
piece of land is dear to the local
villagers whose religious senti-
ments are attached with this tree
which is being cut to make way
for the office. It is because of this
very reason the villagers are
forced to approach the court
again to restrain the AAP lead-
ers from going ahead with the
construction activity.

Singh and Khurana said a
wall has been erected all around
this piece of land. In fact, the
two leaders asked when Kejriwal

will continue to play with reli-
gious feelings of the Hindus.

They said if the need be, the
BJP which has always stood by
Delhiites, will stand by villagers
here and will oppose this work
of illegal construction and play-
ing with religious sentiments of
the Hindus tooth and nail.

They said it shows that
there is a vast difference
between what the Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal who
calls himself son of the soil, says
and does.  In fact, on one hand
the Kejriwal government does
not get tired of repeatedly say-
ing they are for making Delhi
green and on the other, his own
party MLA and councillor are
indulging in cutting of trees thus
destroying the green lungs of the
capital.

“While charging AAP with
illegally occupying land in the

capital, said it is not something
new for AAP. In fact, they had
tried this earlier as well but on
October 23, 2020 the court had
ordered stopping of illegal con-
struction here as also its demo-
lition. But the local councillor
and MLA conspired to do this,”
Khurana said.

“At least eight AAP MLAs
have their offices in the premis-
es of Delhi Jal Board which is
illegal. He asked the Kejriwal
government under which law
permission was given to these
MLAs for their offices in the
board premises. It seems occu-
pying land forcibly has become
a daily routine of the AAP
MLAs, he said.

The two BJP leaders alleged
all this is being done in the
name of making chaupals in the
villages whereas the fact shows
otherwise.
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The Delhi Police has arrested
seven women for allegedly

running a fake placement
agency and duping hundreds of
people across the country on the
pretext of providing them lucra-
tive jobs in reputed airline com-
panies.

The accused have been
identified as Sushmita (26),
Chhaya (21), Akansha Sharma
(21), Pooja (21), Roshni (24),
Rekha (23) and Jyoti (29).  The
police have recovered six
phones, fake appointment letters
of airlines and data of victims
from the accused.

According to Urvija Goel,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), West district,
police team raided a building in
west Delhi’s Ramesh Nagar on
Saturday where the agency was
being run through a call centre.

“The accused duped job
seekers across India in the name
of providing them lucrative
jobs at airports and reputed
government and private airline
companies. The accused used to
send bulk messages which read
‘Job openings in various airlines
and interested may call on the
given mobile number’, to ran-
dom people,” said the DCP.
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To curb street crime, the
Delhi Police conducted a

five-hour-long cordon-and-
search operation in Karol Bagh
and detained 55 people found
roaming around suspiciously
in the area. 

The operation involving
around 100 personnel, including
those of paramilitary forces,
was conducted on Sunday from
7 pm till midnight.

According to Jasmeet Singh,

the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Central district,
the idea was to cordon off and
search the area for suspects
who previously indulged in
crimes, especially street crime.

“The exercise lasted for
around five hours. During this,
“bad characters and listed
criminals” were rounded up.
Two people found consuming
alcohol in public were detained
under relevant sections of the
Delhi Excise Act, and 55 oth-
ers were held for questioning

under sections of the Delhi
Police Act as they were found
roaming around suspiciously,”
said the DCP.

An extensive usage of e-
beatbook led to checking of 59
vehicles, he added. An e-beat-
book of a particular area con-
tains details of suspects and
wanted criminals among others.

On March 6, a similar cor-
don-and-search operation was
carried out in areas of Patel
Nagar, Ranjeet Nagar and
Anand Parbat.
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Senior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Atishi ques-

tioned the Central
Government over “failing” to
table the ordinance of the
“Commission for Air Quality
Management” in Parliament
for controlling Delhi’s pollu-
tion.

However, replying to the
statement, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said the AAP is in a
habit of creating propaganda
and attacking Centre to avoid
its own accountability. “The
AAP tried to portray that
Delhi’s pollution is caused by
other States due to stubble
burning, thermal power sta-
tions and brick kilns within
300 km of Delhi as some of the
causes but the truth is that
these are not the main reasons
of Delhi’s deteriorating air pol-
lution situation,” he said.

The APP leader said that
the Commission for Air
Quality Management
Ordinance lapsed as BJP failed
to table the bill  in the
Parliament. “Despite constant
directions to the Central
Government to take action to
control pollution, it has done
nothing. After a petition was
filed before it, the Supreme
Court had asked the Central
government to submit a
detailed report on how it plans
to control stubble burning,” she
said.

Atishi also said that in
November 2020, the Supreme
Court had even brought a new
ordinance, the Commission
for Air Quality Management to
deal with air pollution in the
Delhi-NCR region and adjoin-
ing areas. Despite this, the
Central government did noth-
ing concrete to solve the mat-
ter, she added.

Accusing the BJP of not
being serious about solving

Delhi’s air pollution crisis, she
said “The Delhi government
has taken consistent steps to
control pollution in the city. A
report by the Centre for
Science and Environment stat-
ed that pollution in Delhi
reduced by 25 per cent With
providing 24*7 electricity.
Delhi is the only state in the
country to completely shut
down thermal power plants to
discourage stubble burning
and also had launched Green
Delhi app, which aims to con-
trol dust across the city.”

Elaborating it further,
Atishi said, “I’d like to ask the
Central government, what is it
doing to control pollution
that’s coming from outside
Delhi, from states like
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Rajasthan? Why has
the Central government taken
no steps towards controlling or
preventing this pollution? Why
is Delhi being forced to live in
pollution?”
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Monday

said the Covid-19 positivity
rate in the national Capital was
0.6 per cent which is lower in
comparison to States like
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala
and Punjab.

The Government rein-
forced that everyone including
those who have taken the vac-
cine shot should continue to
wear a mask and follow prop-
er social distancing. Ahead of
the Holi, he appealed to the
Delhiites, to celebrate a dry
Holi with proper precautions.

About the anticipated
water shortage due to cleanli-
ness work of the Munak Canal,
he said that if the Punjab
Government decides to halt the
supply, there will be a 25 per
cent shortage in the availabili-
ty of drinking water in Delhi.
While deliberations were being
conducted by the Delhi
Government team, in case
there is a shortage, it’ll be

equal for the entire capital.
Delhi Health Minister said

there were 407 positive cases in
Delhi on Sunday. “The posi-
tivity rate was at 0.6 per cent.
There was a time when the pos-
itivity rate in Delhi had crossed
15 per cent but according to
WHO guidelines, the positiv-
ity rate should be less than five
per cent and Delhi is continu-
ously seeing less than three per
cent for the past few months,”
he said.

Comparing the data of the
Delhi with that of the other
States, he said that
Maharashtra saw 16,620 cases
on Sunday with a positivity rate
of 16.46 per cent while Kerala
saw 1792 cases and the posi-
tivity rate was 3.54 per cent
Punjab had 1492 cases and the
positivity rate was 4.81. Gujarat
recorded 810 cases and the
positivity rate was 1.78 per
cent. When compared, Gujarat
has three times the positivity
rate of Delhi, Punjab has six
times, Kerala has seven times
and Maharashtra has 30 times

the positivity rate.
“We are aware and careful

and increased the testing capac-
ity to 70,000 per day,” he said.

Responding to queries sur-
rounding the surge in infection
given the upcoming festive
season, the Minister said,
“Coronavirus is a recurring
infection. It is not going to
completely vanish. People have
to be careful. The one thing
that we have learnt in the past
one year is that if we wear a
mask, safety is supreme.

Commenting on the query
regarding whether the sudden
increase in the number of cases
was due to the influx of patients
from states with a higher pos-
itivity rate, Jain said “Delhi is
the capital of India and there-
fore attracts a lot of people from
various states. There are a lot of
cases that fall in that category
as well. But still, I will maintain
that there is no need to worry
and that Delhi Government is
completely aware and careful.
Wear a mask, be safe and keep
others safe.”
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A22-year-old woman was
allegedly lured and raped in

Manesar by an accused on the
pretext of getting her a job.

The medical examination of
the woman has confirmed rape,
the police said on Monday. The
accused is still on the run.

The woman is a native of
Chamoli district in Uttrakhand
and was currently residing in
Aliyar village in Gurugram.

In her complaint, she told
the police that around 4-5 days
ago she came in contact with the
accused Amit Kaushik of Delhi

through Facebook messenger.
“During the chat, the

accused told the victim he was
a resident of Delhi but used to
commute to and from
Gurugram. So he promised her
a job at a reputed company in
Manesar,” she told the police.

“On Sunday, Amit called
me and told me he had arranged
a ‘good job’ for me. He asked me
to reach in Manesar immedi-
ately.

“Trusting Amit, I went to
Manesar there he took me to a
hotel in Manesar and offered
some soft drinks laced with
sedatives after consuming this

lost my senses and he raped me,”
the victim told the police.

“After the offence, he
threatened me with dire con-
sequences if I narrated the
incident to anyone. Later I had
filed a complaint at Manesar
women police station,” the
woman added.

An FIR has been lodged
against the accused under sec-
tions 376 (rape), 506 (criminal
intimidation and other rele-
vant section of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and a hunt is on to
nab the accused,” Assistant Sub-
Inspector Pinki Devi, the inves-
tigation said.
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'B)B')=�

The Municipal Corporation
of Gurugram (MCG) has

initiated action against prop-
erty owners who are not
depositing their property tax,
despite the interest waiver and
exemption given by the
Haryana Government on the
payment of property tax.

The team of Taxation
Branch in Zone-4, led by Tax
Inspector Pankaj Saluja under
the supervision of Zonal
Taxation Officer-4 Devendra
Kumar along with the police
force, visited 25 such properties
in the areas concerned, where
property tax of crores of rupees
is yet to be submitted to the
MCG. Out of these properties,
the team sealed 16 properties,
while one property owner paid
the property tax on the spot. 

Apart from this, 8 proper-
ty owners have applied to the
civic body to correct the prop-
erty tax. 
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Delhi recorded 407 new
Covid-19 cases on Sunday,

crossing the 400-mark for the
fourth consecutive day, while the
positivity rate stood at 0.60 per
cent, according to data shared by
the health department.

The death toll climbed to
10,941 with two more fatalities,
as per the latest bulletin issued
by the Delhi Health
Department. The city had
recorded 419 fresh Covid-19
cases on Saturday, while 431
cases were recorded on Friday,
the highest single-day spike in
over two months. The count on
Thursday was 409.

Delhi had registered 370
new cases on Wednesday and
320 on Tuesday. The city had
reported three Covid-19 deaths
on Wednesday and four on
Tuesday. A total of 585 cases
were reported on January 1 and
424 on January 3. The daily
count had dropped to 306 on
January 11 and risen again to
386 on January 12, according to
official figures.

<6 
��*

�����
��	�	=

�*�
�����	

����"-��#�	��	
�����	���
�����������
������

��	��	�.����	�
��'�
���/����	����������#��
���	
�
���
��	��.���	����!!	��	�


;�%
	���	
�/
���������	
��
��4
���������	

 
*���
����

���
�������
����
��������
������

;��
����	
����
*���
$��
�����
�������
)�(
����	
���(
��
���


11�����	
������
�����	�	������	
�2�����!�������	
�



���
����#������������������� ����� ��!"#�$%$!

$%�	&'(
��
���
���!����������
���2	
��	
�����"����

�������" ����������������������
���(���������G����(����
��	�����������
���(�	�	��
�
������%
��������A	����
'��
��������������'��(���%�
���	(������(������������������
��

���
��(��������	�������

���
�����������������<E�9$��
	������� �8A��
����=((��
�
�������
���.��������
��������
����4�
����������������������

�	��
������1"&H�������	�	��
(
���H�����
��������
����
E�����C��
�������������������&

!	���������
�3���
	��
3���	�������	
������

�������" B�����������
���
���
�
���������������
��������%���
���:����%��������������
.��������.�������I��
�����
4
�������(������
��J�=�� ��#�" 
�����������������
���������
��
(�����
����������
��������
��������������
����������
����&
���
�����4�����������


		��������%����������
���
������������&�=��	�
����
��%������������ �������
������
��� 
��������
����������
�����������
��������������
����������
��������
��������	��
�������

(��������(����������
��	���%��
(
�������	�����������(�����=��&�

���	
��
��	���	�
�!	��
	
�������	
���2���!��

�������"�3���������������
���������������	����������(���
	���������
������������� ���%���
��	
�����(
���(
����(
����
�
������%����������������������
�
�((�����
�������������
��������
:����%����������&����
��
����=������7���������C��� 
�#���	
������(
���������(����
��
��+��
��������������������-
��������(�+���������-������%��
(�
���
�����(����
��(
���(
���������������� ����
������
����%���&

�
� � 783�98:;�

The NIA along with local
police units on Monday

conducted simultaneous
searches at 11 locations includ-
ing eight in Kerala spread over
districts of Kannur,
Mallapuram, Kollam and
Kasargod,  two locations in
Bengaluru and one location in
Delhi in connection with a
case pertaining to terrorist
activities of a group led by one
Mohammed Ameen of Kerala
who along with two of his
associates were arrested pre-
liminary questioning.  

“The NIA also arrested three

accused persons Mohammad
Ameen alias Abu Yahaya,
Mushab Anuvar and Dr Rahees
Rashid after preliminary exam-
ination.  Mohammad Ameen
was leading the module and the
other two arrested accused were
his close associates,” the NIA said
in a statement.

This group has been run-
ning various ISIS propaganda
channels on different social
media platforms such as
Telegram, Hoop and Instagram
for propagating the violent
Jihadi ideology of ISIS and rad-
icalizing and recruiting new
members to this ISIS module,
the NIA said.
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The CBI on Monday ques-
tioned relatives of

Trinamool Congress MP
Abhishek Banerjee in connec-
tion with its ongoing probe into
the multi-crore coal pilferage
scam.

The agency had on Friday
issued a notice to Ankush
Arora, husband of Menaka
Gambhir who is the sister-in-
law of Banerjee, for question-
ing in the illegal coal mining
case. The agency had also
asked Gambhir's father-in-law
Pawan Arora to join the inves-
tigation.

"Both have appeared before
the anti-corruption branch
(ACB) of CBI at the agency’s
Nizam Palace office in
Kolkata," source in the agency
said.

Earlier, a CBI team had on
February 23 visited the resi-
dence of Banerjee and exam-
ined his wife Rujira in con-
nection with the case. The
agency also examined Rujira's
sister on the previous day in
this case.

Abhishek is West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee's nephew.

When Gambhir was inter-
rogated by the CBI, she had
told the sleuths that her hus-
band and father-in-law were in
the know of some bank trans-
actions. She claimed that she
was not aware of anything, the
sources said.

Searches were also con-
ducted at the residences and
offices of people who are "con-
sidered close to Anup Majhi
alias Lala" -- the prime accused
in the coal scam.
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With a rising consumer
base, e-commerce firms

have drawn maximum com-
plaints on Government
helplines.  As per data, on an
average 70,000 complaints are
registered at National
Consumer Helpline every
month. Out of this e-
Commerce Sector related
grievance comprise of 22 per-
cent of total grievances.
Besides, 172 Notices have been
issued by Central Consumer
Protection Authority since
October 2020 for misleading
advertisement and unfair trade
practice and Violation of
Declarations under Packaged
Commodity Rules including
country of origin.

According to the
Department of Consumer
Affairs, between April 2020 and
February 2021, 188262 dockets
registered against E-Commerce
companies. Between April 2017
and March 2018, the number of
dockets registered was 78089
which rose to 154122 in 2019-
2020.

Other Sectors which have
significant number of griev-
ances are Banking (8.6%) and
telecom (7.7%) of total griev-
ances. The number of conver-
gence companies on the NCH
Platform has increased from
403 in 2017-18 to 647 and with
98.5% of grievance redressal
during April – December 2020.
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The Centre on Monday said
it is trying to "consult and

convince" the Jharkhand
Government about benefits of
commercial coal mining poli-
cy which is designed to boost
domestic production and
reduce imports.  Union Coal
Minister Pralhad Joshi during
the Question Hour in the Rajya
Sabha said that it is a "big sin"
that India despite having the
largest coal reserves is depen-
dent on import of thermal
coal used in power generation.

The dependence on
imports was due to restriction
on allocation of coal blocks,
which has been eased out after
deep consultation with the
state governments, he said.
After consultations with states,
the central government has
brought a commercial coal
mining policy under which
coal blocks are opened to pri-
vate investors through auction
for commercial purpose, he
added.

"We have consulted the
state governments. Even we
have consulted the Jharkhand

government. Initially, they
appreciated it and later they
have opposed it. But we are in
regular consultation with the
state government," Joshi said in
the Upper House.

The central government is
trying to "consult and con-
vince" the Jharkhand govern-
ment because ultimately the
policy is in the interest of the
state as the revenue earned goes
to the state, not to the centre,
he said.

"We are trying to convince
them. I hope they will be con-
vinced. Already auction is

done, since cooperation of the
state is needed, we are in reg-
ular touch with the state gov-
ernment," he added. The min-
ister was responding to a query
by BJP leader from Jharkhand
Sameer Oroan that if any hur-
dle has been faced in imports
due to opposition to the gov-
ernment policy by Jharkhand.

Replying to another ques-
tion asked by BJD leader Amar
Patnaik on non-operation of
coal blocks that were already
auctioned, the minister said
some of the mines have not
started the production.
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Given the sustained drive to
achieve self-reliance and

indigenization in weapon man-
ufacturing, India’s imports in
the last nine to ten years have
dropped by more than 33 per
cent.  In the process, Russia, the
main supplier of arms to India,
suffered. And so did the US
which had emerged as a big
supplier of arms to India in the
last one decade.

Noting these points in its
report on Monday, the reput-
ed international organization
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) also
said the decline took place
due to an attempt by to reduce
its dependence on Russian
arms and complex procure-
ment processes.

Its arms imports reduced
by 33 % between 2011-15 and
2016-20, the report said. At
present, more than 70 per cent
of inventory in the Indian
armed forces is of erstwhile
USSR and Russian origin. For

its part, the US in the last one
decade has supplied arms and
ammunition worth over 15
billion dollars.

Attributing this reduction
in imports to an attempt to
reduce its dependence on
Russian arms and complex
procurement processes, the
SIPRI report said, “Russia was
the most affected supplier,
although India’s imports of US
arms also fell by 46%.” India is
planning large-scale arms
imports in the coming years
from several suppliers, it added.

Arms exports by Russia,
which accounted for 20% of all
exports of major arms in
2016–20, dropped by 22%, the
report said. “The bulk --
around 90% -- of this decrease
was attributable to a 53% fall in

its arms exports to India,”
SIPRI said. 

It also said exports by
China, the world’s fifth largest
arms exporter in 2016-20, fell
7.8% between 2011-15 and
2016-20.  However, the United
States, the world’s largest arms
exporter, saw its exports rise. Its
global share of exports went up
from 32% to 37% between
2011-15 and 2016-20.

Over the years, India has
taken several steps to reduce
dependence on imported mil-
itary hardware.  The defence
industry was thrown open to
the private sector in a big way
with special focus on giving an
impetus to MSMEs.

Last year, the government
banned the import of more
than 100 items in a determined
attempt to goad the armed
forces to procure such systems
from the local industry.  More
items are likely to be added to
the list in the coming days. 

Also, the budget for next
fiscal has set aside more than
Rs 71,000 crores, 63 percent of

the capital budget of defence,
for purchasing weapons sys-
tems from the Indian industry.
The government spent nearly
Rs 50,000 crore, 58% of the
capital budget, on indigenous
equipment procurement.

In a one of the big ticket
upcoming purchases, the IAF
will buy 83 Tejas light combat
aircraft(LCA)worth over Rs
48,000 crores from the aero-
space company Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited(HAL).

The Army will also buy
upgraded 118 Arjun main bat-
tle tanks(MBT) worth over Rs
9,000 crores from the tank man-
ufacturing unit in Avadi,
Chennai.  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last month
handed over to the Army the
indigenously designed and man-
ufactured Arjun Main Battle
Tank(MBT) MK-1A in Chennai. 

Presiding over the cere-
mony, Modi said the tank rep-
resented the united Indian
spirit as the weapon system
manufactured in the south will
guard the frontiers in the north.
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Taking note of an incident of
alleged racism in Britain

against an Indian, the
Government on Monday said
it will take up the issue with the
UK when required and assert-
ed it will never turn our eyes
away from racism wherever it
is”. 

Giving this assurance in the
Rajya Sabha, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar described
India as the land of Mahatma
Gandhi and said, “It can never
turn its eyes away from
racism..particularly so, when it
is in a country where we have
such a large diaspora,"

This reiteration came when
BJP MP Ashwini Vaishnav
drew the attention of the house
to the incident of racism and
cyber bullying that forced the
Indian-origin Rashmi Samant
to resign as president of the
Oxford University Students
Union.  The minister said New
Delhi has strong ties with the
UK and will take up such mat-
ters with “great candour” when
required.

Samant, the first Indian
woman to be elected as presi-
dent of the Oxford University
Students Union, was forced to
resign within five days of her
appointment over several of her
social media posts that were
labelled anti-Semitic and racist.

Vaishnav said she was cyber
bullied and her parent's Hindu
religious beliefs were publicly
attacked by a faculty member.

"As a friend of the UK, we
also have concerns about its
reputational impact.We will
monitor these developments
very, very closely. We will raise
it when required and we will
always champion the fight
against racism and other forms
of intolerance," Jaishankar
stressed.

Raising the issue through a
zero hour mention, Vaishnav
said there appears to a contin-
uation of attitudes and preju-
dices from the colonial era in
the United Kingdom. Samant,
a bright student from Udupi,
Karnataka, overcame all chal-
lenges to become the first
Indian women president of
the union, he said.

But "what was the treat-
ment meted out to her?" he
asked. "Shouldn't this diversi-
ty been celebrated?"  Instead of
that, she was cyber bullied to
the point that she had to resign.
Even the Hindu religious belief

of her parents was publicly
attacked by a faculty member,
which went unpunished. If this
happens at an institute like
Oxford what is the message
that goes out to the world," he
said.

While she did issue a pub-
lic apology for 'unintentional-
ly' hurting anyone's emotions,
Samant believes she was unfair-
ly targeted as a 'conscious
attempt'.

Vaishnav also referred to
Prince Harry's wife Meghan
Markle's accusations of racism
by UK royals.  "A behaviour of
a society is actually a reflection
of its beliefs and value system.
If such practices of racial dis-
crimination are followed at
the highest level in society
what would be the following at
the lower levels," he asked.

Stating that the two
instances were not isolated, he
said the treatment of migrants
and their segregation in the UK
on a racial basis is very well
known all over the world.

Quoting a recent report
which said the death rate
among people of Asian origin
because of COVID-19 is high-
er than the death rate in other
communities in the UK, the
MP said "Doesn't it raise a
major question about equi-
table access to health and
indeed the entire basic human
rights issue?"
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The Congress on Monday
attacked the Government

over reports that it plans to sell
its residual stake in the already
privatised Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad air-
ports, alleging that such pri-
vatisation hurts the public and
benefits only a handful of
cronies.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi questioned the
Centre’s plans to sell the stakes
of the Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad air-
ports. "Does not know how to
build, knows only how to sell.
India Against Privatisation
which hurts the public and
benefits only a handful of
cronies," Rahul tweeted

The attacks comes follow-
ing reports about ambitious Rs
2.5 lakh crore asset monetisa-
tion pipeline identified to raise
additional resources from the
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad airports.

In a statement, Congress
chief spokesman Randeep
Singh Surjewala said the gov-
ernment is running away from
its responsibility of ensuring
better governance in public

sector units including the
banks by recklessly selling these
public sector establishments.

The party recalled as to
how this government forced
ONGC to acquire HPCL, a
move with no benefits for the
oil explorer. But in the bar-
gain, ONGC‘s cash reserves
were eroded by 91% and
today the company is forced
to spend less than half of what
it did on oil exploration in
2014, consequently domestic
oil production has dipped
under the Modi regime. The
government needs to get out
of the mindset of running a
‘Hum do Humare Do’ gov-
ernment and instead focus on
the welfare of every Indian -
including the poor and mar-
ginalized, the statement 
read.

The Congress also attacked
the government on the two-day
bank strike. “We stand in sol-
idarity with 10 lakh bank offi-
cials and staff participating in
the strike against reckless pri-
vatisation of public sector
banks. The strike called by the
United Forum of Bank Union
is against the ill placed priori-
ties of the Modi 
government. 
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Reacting to the verdict and
conviction in the Batla

House encounter,  the
Information and Broadcasting
Minister  Prakash Javadekar
on Monday attacked the
Opposition leaders saying
"Delhi court's verdict on Batla
House Encounter today thor-
oughly exposes the "terrorist
sympathisers" and 
doubters lobby in the country."

Javadekar said Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee and
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
should apologise to the nation

for raising questions on the
integrity of our police 
forces.

He said all terrorist sym-
pathisers have been thorough-
ly exposed by the verdict 

Union Minister Giriraj
Singh also hailed the verdict. In
a tweet, he reacted to the 
verdict saying "Jai Ho".

Batla House is a locality in
Delhi’s Jamia Nagar, where an
encounter between the Delhi
police and alleged terrorists
took place on September 19,
2008. The terrorists were sus-
pected to be the members of
terror outf it ,  Indian
Mujahideen.
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday empha-

sized that India believes in
promoting multilateralism and
democratization of interna-
tional governance architecture.

In his interaction with the
President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU),
Duarte Pacheco, the Vice
President reiterated India’s
commitment to democracy
and an inclusive development
paradigm. This was also reflect-
ed in the supply of COVID-19
vaccines to several countries
around the world.

Naidu said that India also

provided COVID-19 related
medical supplies to more than
154 countries and Indian Rapid
Response Teams were deployed
in many countries to assist in
pandemic response. 

Pointing out that India has
been pro-actively associated
with the IPU since 1949, Naidu
wanted IPU to focus on issues
which enrich democratic gov-
ernance. It should avoid
becoming a forum for bilater-
al issues.

Secretary-General, Rajya
Sabha, Desh Deepak Verma,
Secretary to the Vice President,
Dr. I.V. Subba Rao, and senior
officials were present during
the interaction.
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Prominent Congress leaders
in Kerala accuse the BJP of

attempting to make them cross
over to the Hindutwa party
with offers of crores of rupees.
“I was offered crores of rupees
to ditch my party and defect to
the BJP but I rejected the offer
outrightly,” said M A Wahid, a
senior Congress leader in the
State.

Despite his rejection of the
offer, the BJP leaders told him
that they would wait till he
changes his mind.
Saratchanadra Prasad, another
Congress leader too accuse
the BJP of trying to make him
move over to the Hindu party.

Meanwhile, discontent-
ment is brewing up in Kerala
BJP over the highhanded
behaviour of V Muraleedharan,
union minister of state for for-
eign affairs and K Surendran,
state party chief for dumping
long serving cadres of the party
while allocating tickets. Till

Saturday, there was a feeling
among political commentators
that the BJP may win four to
five seats but developments in
the last 24 hours have damp-
ened the spirit of senior party
leaders.

“We may win two or three
seats but that will not make any
impact in Kerala politics,” a
senior party leader told The
Pioneer. Kummanam
Rajasekharan, former
Governor of Mozoram who is
the BJP candidate at Nemom
assembly constituency said that
he was in the dark about party
leaders approaching Wahid or
Prasad with offers of crores of
rupees.

The fight between Sobha
Surendran, former vice-presi-
dent of the Kerala BJP and the
present State leadership con-
tinued unabated as she was
denied a ticket. But what upset
the party cadre in the State was
denial of ticket to R Balasankar,
former chief editor of The
Organiser and author of many

books. He had begun his cam-
paign at Chengannur con-
stituency, his home town, with
the blessings of the party's
national leadership. “But
instead of Balashankar, it is a
political greenhorn who has
been fielded from
Chengannur,” said Sreela Pillai,
political commentator.

Adding to the woes of the
party, Manikuttan, whose name
was announced by Arun Singh,
national general secretary as
the candidate for
Mananthawadi constituency
cried off within hours telling
that his name was announced
without his consent. The
euphoria associated with E
Sreedharan, the Metroman and
Dr Jacob Thomas, the former
DGP, joining the party has
become a thing of the past, said
commentators.   

Roy Mathew, veteran scribe
and analyst, said that the pre-
sent leadership in Kerala is
incapable of making the party
take roots in the State. “They

don’t want the BJP to grow in
Kerala  because they know
they would be nowhere if a new
generation emerges as leaders.
The talks between Church and
BJP leaders are all bunkum. We
in the community do not go by
what the bishops or cardinals
ask as to do while casting
votes,” said Mathew.

The Congress is yet to
recover from the shock of the
visuals featuring Mahila
Congress leader Lathika
Subash tonsuring her head in
protest against denial of a tick-
et to her. Subash resigned from
the coveted post of AICC
membership despite requests
from senior leaders like A K
Antony and Oommen 
Chandi.

Seasoned leaders like
Chandi and K Sudhakaran
may intervene and save the
Congress from further embar-
rassment. But the BJP does not
have trouble shooters in their
ranks which could spell doom
for the party, said Mathew.

Aligarh: Now fraud on online
insurance installment platform
is also going on. The Kwarsi
police arrested a gang from
Noida with the help of a cyber
cell. The gang leader succeeded
in escaping. But four gang mem-
bers were caught. This gang has
so far transferred several crores
of rupees to a Bangalore account.
The police is now engaged in an
attempt to arrest the kingpin.
The four arrested members have
been sent to jail.

According to SP City
Kuldeep Singh Gunawat, a res-
ident of Kishan Pur had filed a
case of cheating last year at kwar-
si police station, stating that he
searched online platform to
deposit insurance premiums. 

2��������������
�� ,<�;�

Lali Vincent , senior Congress
leader in Kerala has lam-

basted Latika Subhash who on
Sunday tonsured her hair in
protest against denial of an
assembly seat to her by the
party leadership.

“What Latika Subash has
done is against all ethics asso-
ciated with a political party. She
has been honoured with many
State and national level posi-
tions by the party in the past.
She was twice elected to district
panchayath councils, made
chief of Janasree mission and
made president of district pan-
chayath president. Subash, her
husband too was appointed as
district panchayath member
and was fielded as a candidate
from Vypeen assembly con-
stituency in the 2016 assembly
election,” said Vincent.

She said there were no
couple like Lathika and Subash
who have made it big with the
label of Indian National

Congress. “Tonsuring the hair
over denial of ticket in the
assembly election is her per-
sonal issue. This is not the way
to protest against party deci-
sions,” said Lali Vincent, who
too was expecting a ticket to
contest the 2021 assembly elec-
tion.

Vincent said she too was
part of the group politics in the
Congress. “But we have drawn
a line beyond which we will not
take out party issues,” she said.

P Rajan, veteran scribe,
commentator and himself a
Congress leader belonging to
the old school, said there was
nothing abnormal in the behav-
iour of Subash. “This is part of
the Congress culture in Kerala.
We have seen much worse inci-
dents in the name of group
fightings. But this will not
affect the chances of the party
in the coming election. The
polling is on April 6 and
chances are that the Congress
would recover and retrieve the
lost space,” he said.
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The Rajasthan BJP on
Monday launched a sharp

attack on the Ashok Gehlot
Government after it “accepted”
phone tapping during the polit-
ical crisis of July last year. 

The BJP accused Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot of
“crossing all limits and bypass-
ing laws” just to “save his
chair”.

In August, the “rebellious”
Sachin Pilot camp accused
Gehlot of tapping the phones of
some MLAs who were staying
at a resort in Jaisalmer. Gehlot
had than claimed at the time
that it was “not the way” of his
government to tap the phones
of Ministers and MLAs.

Eight months after leaked
phone conversations between a
Union minister and Congress
leaders in Rajasthan triggered
a political crisis in the state,
Gehlot`s government recently
confirmed that phones were
indeed “intercepted”.

The confirmation was
reportedly  posted on the web-
site of the Rajasthan Assembly
in reply to a question asked
during the House session of
August 2020. BJP MLA (who
was health minister in the
BJP's Vasuandhara Raje gov-
ernment) Kalicharan Saraf in
his question asked: “Is it true
that phone tapping cases were
done in the last days? If yes,
under which law and on whose
orders? Place details on the
table of the House.”

In the reply, furnished after
a delay of many months, the
government reportedly said:
“In the interest of public safe-
ty or public order, and to pre-
vent the occurrence of a crime
which might risk public safety
or public order, telephones are
intercepted after an approval by
a competent officer under the
provisions of section 5(2) of
The Indian Telegraph Act,
1885, and section 419 (A) of
The Indian Telegraph
(Amendment) Rules, 2007, as

well as section 69 of the
Information Technology Act,
2000.”

“Telephone interception
has been done by the Rajasthan
Police under the above provi-
sion only after obtaining per-
mission from the competent
officer. As per the provision
described in Rule 419(A) and
Section 69 of the Information
Technology Act 2000, the
approval of the competent
authority is granted,” it said.

State BJP president Satish
Poonia attacked Gehlot and
accused him of conspiring
against the people of his own
party. “Those who wear the
false mask of Gandhism and
cry for democracy @
ashokgehlot51 Ji crossed all
limits for the sake of saving the
chair; They conspired against
the people of their own party,
but even tapped the telephone
of the leaders of the opposition
party in an unethical manner;
indulged in spying,” he said in
his tweet. 
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Patna: Five persons of a fami-
ly, including four minors, were
charred to death in a massive
blaze that broke out in Bihar's
Kishanganj district early
Monday leaving at least one
more critically injured.

The fire broke out in Salam
colony under Kishanganj police
station at around 2.30 a.m.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Noor Alam and his four
children aged between of 4 and
12.

Shahnawaz Akhtar Niyazi,
the SDO of the area said that
the reason for the fire was yet
to be ascertained. “We are
investigating the matter to find
out possible reasons. Short cir-
cuits could be one,” Niyazi
said.

“As per eyewitness account,
the intensity of the fire was as
such that it engulfed the house
of Noor Alam within minutes.
The fire was so intense, it also
damaged four adjoining hous-
es. The residents of other four
houses were evacuated,” Niyazi
added. IANS
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In the ongoing operation in
the South Kashmir district of

Shopian, Jaish-e-Mohammad
dreaded commander Sajjad
Afghani was gunned down by
the joint team of security forces
on Monday.  So far two terror-
ists including LeT cadre
Jahangir Ahmad Wani have
been eliminated while fresh fir-
ing resumed late Monday
evening after the security forces
established contact with the
third terrorist at the encounter
site.

Till the time of filing the
report intermittent firing was
going on in the area.

At least three houses also
caught fire on Sunday during
the heavy exchange of firing.
Some of the local residents also
tried to assemble near the
scene of action to disrupt the
operations but were dispersed
by the paramilitary forces after
they resorted to heavy stone
pelting in the area.

Meanwhile, Inspector

General of Police ,Kanshmir
range Vijay Kumar Monday
congratulated Shopian police &
security forces for eliminating
JeM commander Sajjad
Afghani in a Shopian
encounter.  

He along withGoC Victor
Force conducted aerial moni-
toring of the operation and law
and order situations at the
encounter site.  

Sajad Afghani along with
his associates was trapped by
security forces in Rawalpora
village of Shopian district on
Saturday.To avoid any collateral
damage the security forces
waited patiently while main-
taining a tight cordon in the
area.

Afghani, resident of
Rawalpora area of Shopian,
remained active since 2018
and was chiefly responsible
for recruiting local youth in the
terrorist ranks. 

According to a police
spokesman, “Several terror
crime cases were registered
against him and was wanted by

law for his complicity in several
terror crime cases including
Case FIR No. 304/2018 PS
Shopian pertaining to terroris-
ing the people so as to keep
them away from Panchayat
polls including blazing a
Panchayat Ghar at Kanji-ullar.
Case FIR No. 307/2018 PS
Shopian pertaining to barging
into the houses of police per-
sonnel, abducting and killing of
SgCt Nisar Ahmad, Foll.
Firdous Ahmad and SPO
Kulwant Singh. 

Case FIR No. 343/2018 PS
Shopian regarding attack on
34RR camp at Matribugh. Case

FIR No. 362/2018 PS Shopian
regarding abduction and killing
of civilian Suhail Ahmad
Ganai. Case FIR No. 35/2019
PS Shopian regarding killing of
SPO Khusboo Jan and Case
FIR No. 45/2019 PS Shopian
regarding abduction and killing
of civilian Tanveer Ahmad
Dar”.  

As per police records,
another terrorist Jahangir
Ahmad Wani was active since
01/09/2020 and was involved in
several terror crime cases
including attacks on security
forces and civilian atrocities.

Arms & ammunition
including USA made M4
Carbine rifle and other incrim-
inating materials were recov-
ered from the site of encounter
so far.

On the other hand,
Director General of Police,
Dilbag Singh accompanied by
IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar vis-
ited Anantnag where he
chaired a security review meet-
ing with Police, Army & CRPF
officers.
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Monday sought response from the Centre
on a plea by the Indian Medical
Association (IMA) against a Central
Council of Indian Medicine (CCIM)
order authorising post-graduate practi-
tioners in specified streams of Ayurveda
be trained to perform surgical proce-
dures.

A bench comprising Chief Justice S
A Bobde and Justices A S Bopanna and
V Ramasubramanian issued notices to
the Ministry of Ayush, CCIM and
National Medical Commission while
seeking their replies on the petition.

IMA has moved the top court seek-
ing to set aside or quash the amendment
to regulations to the Postgraduate
Ayurveda Surgery by CCIM and declare
that the council does not have the pow-

ers to include modern medicine in syl-
labus.

The notification by the CCIM listed
39 general surgery procedures and
around 19 procedures involving the eye,
ear, nose and throat by amending the
Indian Medicine Central Council (Post
Graduate Ayurveda Education)
Regulations, 2016.

According to the November 20,
2020 gazette notification the procedures
listed include removal of metallic and
non-metallic foreign bodies from non-
vital organs, excision of simple cyst or
benign tumours of non-vital organs,
amputation of gangrene, traumatic
wound management, foreign body
removal from stomach, squint surgery,
cataract surgery and functional endo-
scopic sinus surgery. PTI

New Delhi: The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) has moved the Supreme
Court challenging the Bombay High
Court order granting bail to actress
Rhea Chakraborty, arrested over
drugs-related charges in actor Sushant
Singh Rajput's death case.

A bench of Chief Justice Bobde
and Justices AS Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian will hear the plea
on March 18.

On October 7, last year the
Bombay High Court had granted bail
to the actress and directed her to
deposit a personal bond of Rs 1 lakh.

It had however rejected the bail
plea her brother Showik Chakraborty,
who is also an accused in the case, and

an alleged drug peddler Abdel Basit
Parihar.

Rhea, her brother and the other
accused were arrested in September
last year by the NCB in connection
with its probe into the drugs angle
related to the case of Rajput's death.

While granting bail to Rhea
Chakraborty and two others, the high
court had directed them to deposit
their passports with the NCB and  not
to leave the country without permis-
sion of the special NDPS court.

It had asked Rhea to deposit a
personal bond of Rs 1 lakh and
directed her to visit the NCB office at
11 am on the first day of every month
for next six months.
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The ruling Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) on

Monday scotched the intense
speculation that it had asked
Maharashtra Home Minister
Amit Deshmukh to put in his
papers over the allegations of
“inept” handling of the explosive
laden SUV recovery incident
and subsequent murder, saying
that that Deshmukh was per-
forming well and the question
of his resignation did not arise.
Talking to media persons here,
Maharashtra NCP president
Jayant Patil said: “Anil
Deshmukh is performing well
as the State Home Minister. The
question of his resignation does
not arise. Hence there is no need
for speculation over his resig-
nation”.

Patil made the statement
soon after NCP chief Sharad
Pawar held an hour-long meet-
ing with chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray apparently over the
situation arising out of the
recovery of explosive-laden
SUV near industrialist Mukesh
Ambani’s residence on February
25 and the events like the mur-
der of businessman Mansukh
Hiren and the arrest of
Mumbai’s crime branch officer
Sachin Vaze.

After his meeting with
Uddhav, Pawar headed straight
to the YB Chavan in south
Mumbai where he was sched-

uled to have a meeting senior
party leaders and review the
performance of some of the
party ministers in the Shiv
Sena-led MVA government in
the starte.

However, Patil – who was
present at the meeting –said that
no discussion took place on
either the resignation of
Deshmukh or the reshuffle in
the State Cabinet took place at
the meeting.

Reiterating the party’s stand
on police officer Vaze’s arrest,
Deshmukh said: “Two separate
investigations are going on in
connection  with the  recovery
of explosive-laden SUV near
industrialist Mukesh Ambani’s
residence on February 25 and
subsequent murder of Hiren.
While the NIA is investigating
the car recovery case, the ATS
is looking into the subsequent
murder of the businessman.
All the three constituents in the
ruling MVA – Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress – are on the
same page. There is no truth in
the allegation that the Shiv
Sena is trying to protect the cul-
prits behind the twin incidents.
Whoever found guilty will be
punished sternly”.

Alluding to the claim that
former chief minister and leader
of the opposition Devendra
Fadnavis possessed an incrim-
inating CD purportedly carry-
ing the telephonic conversations
between Vaze and late Hiren.
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Two days after his arrest for
his alleged link with the

recovery of an explosive-laden
SUV near Industrialist Mukesh
Ambani and subsequent murder
of businessman Manshukh
Hiren, the Maharashtra
Government on Monday sus-
pended Mumbai’s Assistant
Police Inspector and encounter-
specialist Sachin Vaze from his
service.

Confirming Vaze’s suspen-
sion, Mumbai Police
Spokesperson DCP S Chaitanya
said: “API Sachin Vaze has been
placed under suspension, by an
order of Addl CP Special
Branch.” Monday’s was the sec-
ond occasion when Vaze’s was
suspended from the service by
the Maharashtra government.

It may be recalled that on
March 3 2004, Vaze was sus-
pended along with 14 other
policemen for the alleged cus-
todial death of Khwaja Yunus, a
suspect in the December 2,
2002 Ghatkopar bomb blast
case. Vaze subsequently resigned
from the police on November 30
2007 after requests for his rein-
statement were rejected by the
Maharashtra government.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment revoked Vaze’s suspension
and reinstated in service in June
last year, after the outbreak of
Covid-19 when there was short-
age of police personnel.

Vaze’s latest suspension has
come two days after he was
arrested by the NIA for his
alleged link with the recovery of
an explosive-laden SUV near
Industrialist Mukesh Ambani
and subsequent murder of busi-
nessman Hiren.

Currently in the NIA’s cus-
tody, Hiren is being investigat-

ed for his role in the planting of
20 gelatin sticks in a “stolen”
Scorpio car, which was recov-
ered by the Mumbai police near
Industrialist Mukesh Ambani’s
skyscraper mansion “Antilia”
on Carmichael Road in south
Mumbai on February 25.

Vaze has been booked
under sections 120 (B) (crimi-
nal conspiracy) 286  (negligent
conduct with respect to explo-
sive substance), 465 (forgery)
473  (making or possessing
counterfeit seal) and 506 -2
(criminal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 4
(a)(b)(i) of the Explosive
Substances Act, 1908. Vaze is the
first accused to have been arrest-
ed by the NIA which registered
an FIR in the explosive-laden
SUV recovery case on March 8.

This is for the first time that
Vaze, who has gunned down 63
underworld gangsters during
his three-decade-long contro-
versial career, has come under
scanner. This time around, the
investigators are looking into the
recovery of gelatine sticks’ laden
SUV and the mysterious death
of businessman of Manshukh
Hiren, whose body was recov-
ered from the Reti Bunder creek
area at Mumbra-Kalwa on
March 5.

While the NIA is investi-
gating the case involving the
recovery of explosive-laden
Scorpio car, Maharashtra’s Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) is look-
ing into the murder of Hiren.

The ruling Shiv Sena and
State Home Minister Amit
Deshmukh have come under
severe flak for reinstating Vaze
into service on June 6, 2020 –
after the outbreak of Covid-19
pandemic and lockdown during
which there was shortage of
police staff.
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through productivity-linked
schemes as they have done for
batteries, as also spur con-
sumer demand through
access to cheaper finance.

India’s weightage is today
seven per cent of the world’s
GDP, based on purchasing
power parity. As we begin the
road to recovery and target to
reflate to healthy pre-crisis
growth averages of six-eight
per cent, increased econom-
ic activity will mean higher
mobility levels and higher
manufacturing intensity,
therefore, higher emissions.

Even though India main-
tains that we are on target to
achieve the goal of producing
450 gigawatts of renewable
energy by 2030, we require
$600 billion of funding to
leapfrog to that goal. Apart
from multilateral funding for
mega renewable projects and
for FDI for electric vehicles,
there is need for easier financ-
ing through development
finance institutions for long
gestation projects. While the
Government supports newer
financial instruments like
green bonds to raise capital at
competitive rates to finance
climate-friendly projects,
public sector banks need to
extend lower interest rates to
companies at the forefront of
sustainable ESG investing.

So, what kind of financial

allocations and prospects are
we looking at?

Being the most populous
country with a high-living
density, being a large manufac-
turing hub and having a large
consuming population, our
average carbon footprint is
estimated at 0.19 tonne per
capita among the poor, and
1.32 tonne among the rich. As
the target is to cut emission
intensity of the GDP by 33-35
per cent by 2030, this in itself
holds great business potential.

Second, there is heightened
awareness by corporates to
provision for ESG investing into
their business planning. So,
with 24 of the largest conglom-
erates in India (that contribute
to emitting 530 million tonnes
of CO2 annually) having signed
a declaration on climate change,
this is an important beginning,
as the private sector plays a vital
role in bringing technical exper-
tise and enhanced spending on
research and development.

According to the World
Economic Forum estimates, a
“nature-positive economy”
could globally deliver $10 tril-
lion of annual business and
create 395 million jobs by
2030. It is projected that for
every $1 spent to advance the
global energy transition, it
offers returns of around $3-8
as renewable and clean ener-
gy infrastructure construction

generates twice as many jobs
per $1 million spent as com-
pared to fossil fuel projects.

The vast potential for the
transition to green technology
is embedded in Budget 2021
itself, as also the 15th Finance
Commission report pushing
for priority outlays with �7 lakh
crore allocated for urbanisation
over the next five years; �5 lakh
crore allocated for water, san-
itation and waste manage-
ment; �15,000 crore for clean
air; and �2.87 lakh crore for the
Jal Jeevan Mission.

With the Government
having set an aspirational tar-
get of becoming a $10 trillion
economy by 2030, much of
India’s growth will unfold in
the next decade. This makes
integrating the principles of
green recovery a win-win
business proposition that can
address the concerns of jobs,
growth and sustainability.
This is an opportunity that
must be tapped into by forg-
ing stronger public-private
partnerships with the Centre
and State Governments, as
also by accessing global exper-
tise for technology inputs if
we are to make the green tran-
sition in conformity with the
Paris Agreement.

(The writer is an author,
columnist and Chairperson,
NCFIL, at NITI Aayog. The
views expressed are personal).
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At the Quad summit
last week, as also at the
last G20 summit,
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi reiterated India’s
commitment to combat climate
change, as we move towards the
target of “net-zero emissions by
2050”. This calls for far-sighted
policy initiatives and a collabo-
rative response with multilater-
al institutions to achieve a tran-
sition to clean energy.

The sunrise sectors that
emerged as post-pandemic
growth catalysts have been health-
care, ed-tech, digitisation, fin-tech
and e-commerce. While there is
a greater urgency to transition to
smart infrastructure and green
technologies, this space is yet to
see traction, as renewable energy,
electric vehicles (EVs), sustainable
infrastructure, smart urbanisation
and smart ruralisation, water har-
vesting, recycling of post-usage
wastage and so on, are still in
nascent stages of adoption by cor-
porates and consumers.

Currently, there is a resis-
tance to invest in the vast array
of utilities and products that
come under the sustainability
sector, like solar and wind ener-
gy, or EVs, as most products have
shorter technology life cycles.
Also, these products need a
proven track record of usage and
need to achieve economies of
scale to lower costs before con-
sumers actually buy into them.

Just to illustrate this point,
electric mobility is a sunrise sec-
tor in the sustainability field, with
the potential to create 15 million
jobs globally. Considering that
India has high dependency on oil
imports and rising levels of pol-
lution remain a challenge,
autonomous vehicles and EVs are
a solution to both the problems.
Yet, EVs account for less than one
per cent of the total vehicles sold
in India. Similarly, though solar
power prices have declined glob-
ally and India produces the
cheapest solar power as project
costs have declined, the transition
to solar energy is just two per cent
of the global energy generated.

To accelerate the transition
towards deep-decarbonisation
and facilitate adoption, the
Government needs to further
incentivise the supply side
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Sir — This refers to the editorial ‘Docile
threat’ (March 15). The first summit
meeting of the Quad countries — India,
Japan, the US and Australia — is a leap
towards realising a free and open Indo-
Pacific. The Trump dispensation, in deal-
ing with an aggressive China, went by its
gut instincts and lacked a larger strategic
vision. While it largely sought to push the
Quad in a military direction, US President
Joe Biden is seeking to expand its scope
and adopt a holistic approach to push back
an aggressive Beijing. This is smart strat-
egy as military coordination without an
economic and technological anchor is
insufficient to meet the challenges posed
by China.

The emphasis is on resilient supply
chains, emerging and critical technologies,
maritime security and climate change.
Hence, the idea is to insulate other coun-
tries from becoming dependent on
Beijing’s economic and technological
patronage. This will offer members mar-
ket access and technology transfers as an
alternative to Chinese products. 

India should fully capitalise on these
coalitions to obtain cutting-edge technol-
ogy, boost domestic research and devel-
opment and kickstart its own industrial
reforms. Also, India is on the right track
in seeking to firewall critical sectors from
Chinese equipment and cyber attacks —
such as the recent intrusions into India’s
power infrastructure. With telecom form-
ing the backbone of a digital economy, this
sector must be protected from Chinese
intrusions. We must be ready to meet all
the challenges posed by our northern
neighbour.

N Sadhasiva Reddy  | Bengaluru
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Sir — It is not the Government or the
Finance Minister who suffers from a
bank strike. Common people are the vic-
tims and poor, uneducated people in vil-
lages who have no access to e-banking are
at the receiving end of it. The debit card
transaction has a limit and in case more

money is required to be withdrawn or
transferred, those who are without inter-
net banking account are left in the lurch. 

Bank employees and unions don’t give
a second thought before taking a break
from work in the name of strike. Bank
employees should go to strike only on pub-
lic holidays and on weekends. Further, they
should voluntarily give up their salaries for
the number of days they are on strike and
ask the Government to donate it to the
poor. 

Further, banks should not be privatised
but salary should be given in accordance
with the work done by an employee and
the system of fixed salary should be done
away with. In the tussle between the
Government and bank employees, cus-
tomers should not be made to suffer. 

N Nagarajan| Secunderabad
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Sir —Elections in India, whether it is pan-

chayat or parliamentary polls, have under-
gone many changes.  Money plays a vital
role in elections these days. Our leaders
indulge in large-scale corruption and do
whatever they can to lure voters. The cul-
ture of sops and freebies has become com-
mon. Voters also don’t hesitate in taking
favours. 

The criminalisation of politics is also
a big problem amd many notorious crim-
inals  have entered politics and also won
elections. People often vote for such anti-
social elements out of fear or intimidation. 

We must keep in mind that our vote
is the deciding factor and we must exer-
cise our franchise judiciously. Remember,
it is these politicians who make laws in
Parliament and State Assemblies. 

Sravana Ramachandran | Chennai
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Faced with skyrocketing prices of petrol and
diesel, (with petrol crossing the �100-mark
in Sri Ganganagar), Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has blamed the erstwhile UPA
regime for not doing enough to increase domes-
tic production, thus making India vulnerable to
rising international prices, while Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas Dharmendra
Pradhan has urged oil exporting countries to
exercise restraint while fixing the price of
crude. However, their arguments don’t enthuse.   

With the pricing of oil products being linked
to international prices (even domestic refiner-
ies are paid for their supplies on this basis), even
if the share of indigenous production were to
increase from the current 15 per cent to, say, 50
per cent, Indian consumers would still be pay-
ing what they pay today. 

Even if the extant system of “linkage with
international price” were to be abandoned and
oil companies allowed to price products based
on market forces, then also, considering that
domestic supply is far short of demand, it is
unlikely that they would charge any less. As
regards Pradhan’s point, exporters don’t pay heed
to what leaders of importing countries say while
fixing the price. They go fundamentally by the
global demand-supply balance and don’t even
look at their cost of production. When, the bal-
ance is tight, they increase the price. For
instance, in 2008, when the demand zoomed
(courtesy, pump-priming by developed countries
in the wake of the Lehman financial crisis besides
major booster doses from China and India),
crude price touched a record high of $150 per
barrel. In 2014, under similar circumstances, it
touched $117 per barrel. 

At another extreme, in 1997 when there was
massive destruction of demand (due to the Asian
financial crisis), the price plummeted to $10 per
barrel. In recent times, due to excess supply
building all through 2015, it reached $26 per bar-
rel in January, 2016. In April 2020, the price
plunged to another low of $20 per barrel, cour-
tesy the Coronavirus-induced disaster and the
resultant demand annihilation. The price has
since been rising in sync with revival of demand
and is currently hovering around $70 per bar-
rel. From these trends, it is clear that the
exporters won’t reduce the price merely because
we want them to. The only way India can get
some leeway is by taking measures which
impact the demand-supply dynamics. 

We need to intensify our efforts on multi-
ple fronts. These include among others increas-
ing the percentage of ethanol in fuel mix; reduc-
ing consumption of diesel by farmers acceler-
ating the pace of solar-based power supply for
running pumps; electrification of railways (it has
plans to power trains with electricity drawn from
solar plants to be set up along the tracks); pur-
suit of conservation efforts across all sectors like
industries, services, infrastructure and making
the policy and regulatory environment conducive
for increasing domestic production of crude and
gas. 

However, it would be naïve to expect the
above measures to deliver results immediately.
It can happen only in the medium to long-term
and therein also the scope for substantial relief

to consumers is limited.  The real
culprit is the disproportionately
high component of taxes. To get a
sense, let us look at some numbers. 

The pump price is the sum
total of the ex-refinery price (ERP),
freight charges, dealer commission
and taxes. The ERP in turn is
linked to the import parity price
(IMPP) and export parity price
(EPP) of respective fuels in the
ratio of 80:20. In Delhi, the price
of �89.29 per litre (as on February
16, 2021) includes ERP plus freight
�32.1; central excise duty (CED)
�32.9; dealer commission �3.68;
Value Added Tax (VAT) �20.61.

With the tax component alone
being �53.51 per litre, even if the
ERP goes down to �22 per litre —
the level that existed in June 2020
when international crude price was
$40 per barrel (given the past
trend, this level won’t sustain
beyond a few months) as against
the current $70 per barrel — the
price at the pump would still be a
high of �79.29 per litre. 

With respect to taxes, even as
the Centre and State Governments
blame each other, the fact remains
that both are equally responsible.
Let us look at the precise bifurca-
tion. Out of the CED i.e. about �33
per litre collected by the Centre,
�18 per litre comes from the Road
and Infrastructure Cess (RaIC)
which is entirely retained by it. Of
the balance �15 per litre, it retains
59 per cent or �9 per litre (after
giving 41 per cent to States under
the 15th Finance Commission’s

devolution formula). On a net
basis, thus, the Centre gets �27 per
litre while almost an equivalent
amount �26.6 per litre goes to the
State.

Finance Minister (FM),
Nirmala Sitharaman has opined
that bringing petrol and diesel —
besides crude, natural gas and
Aviation Turbine Fuel — under the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) can
help in reducing the tax burden.
But it is easier said than done. The
Constitutional Amendment Act on
GST provided for inclusion of
these products but the purpose was
defeated by branding them as
“zero-rated” — a glamorous
nomenclature for continuing them
under the pre-GST regime. 

This was prompted by the
fear of revenue loss. But the GST
Compensation Act, 2017 — along
with an amendment to this Act to
garner resources by levying cess on
goods falling in the highest 28 per
cent slab to fund compensation to
the States for the loss of revenue —
was meant precisely to address this
concern. Yet, the decision to keep
these products outside GST in the
first place defies logic. 

Replying to a question on a TV
channel on July 1, 2017, the then
FM and chairman, GST Council,
Arun Jaitley had said that he was
“personally not in favour of exclud-
ing” the aforementioned prod-
ucts. Yet, the Central Government
and States decided to exclude
them and the position continues to
date. 

Following a spike in oil prices,
both the Centre and States feel that
now is the time to bring them
under GST. They don’t realise
what they are up to. Even if the
Council decides to put them in the
highest tax slab (by any stretch of
imagination, oil and gas products
can’t be termed as demerit or sin
goods; so placing them in 18 per
cent/12 per cent slab would be
more realistic), the tax rate on
petrol will be 28 per cent (or even
less at 18 per cent/12 per cent if
they are put in any of these slabs).
Against this, the current tax rate is
a whopping 167 per cent
(53.51/32.1x100)!  

At present, the Centre collects
over 20 per cent of its indirect tax
revenue (ITR) from CED on petrol
and diesel. States, too, get about 20
per cent of their ITR from VAT
and other taxes on these fuels. Put
together, their collection comes
close to �4,50,000 crore annually.
In this backdrop, they will shud-
der at the very thought of reduc-
ing tax to a mere
1/6th/1/9th/1/14th of what they
are collecting today. 

The message is loud and clear.
For lowering the burden of fuel
taxes, the Centre and States need
to put their heads to see how tax
revenue from other sources can be
boosted (there is huge untapped
potential, including taxes evaded).
If they don’t do that, there is no
escape for consumers from having
to pay high fuel prices perennial-
ly.
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Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has
announced that some

Government schools will be dis-
affiliated from the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE)
and affiliated to the new Delhi
Board of School Education
(DBSE) in the 2021-2022 acad-
emic year.  While presenting
Delhi’s annual budget for 2020,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia had announced that the
Government was setting aside
�62 crore to set up a separate
State Board of Education.
Currently, there are over 1,000
schools run by the Delhi
Government which are all affil-
iated to the CBSE. 

What is the rationale or
what benefits will accrue by set-
ting up a DBSE and by disaffil-
iating schools from the CBSE,
is a speculative question shroud-
ed in mystery as no rationale has
been given for the move. The
Delhi Board of Higher

Secondary Education was set up
by a resolution on November
26, 1942, and dissolved with
effect from July 1, 1962, when
schools were affiliated to the
CBSE, reads a notification of the
Delhi Administration dated
June 30, 1962. The CBSE, set up
almost a century ago in 1929,
has grown into a prestigious,
autonomous Board of education
in India for public and private
schools, including for many
Indian schools across the world.
From 309 schools in 1962,
today the CBSE has 25,185
schools including 228 institu-
tions in 25 foreign countries
affiliated to it. All these schools
follow the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) curriculum.

The British set up the first
school Board in 1921. The
Sadler Commission’s report of
1917-19 led to the formation of
various Boards of secondary
education in India. The Uttar

Pradesh Board of High School
and Intermediate Education
was the first such Board with a
vast jurisdiction. In 1929, the
Government of India set up a
joint Board namely, the Board
of High School and
Intermediate Education,
Rajputana. This included
Ajmer-Merwara, Central India
and Gwalior. Later it was con-
fined to Ajmer, Bhopal and
Vindhya Pradesh. In 1952, it
became the CBSE. It was a bold
and futuristic experiment
towards inter-State integration
and cooperation in the sphere
of secondary education. 

Besides facilitating rapid
growth and expansion, the
CBSE did a commendable job
in improving the standard of
secondary education in the
institutions recognised by it
through transformative initia-
tives and periodic inspections.
All Sainik Schools, Kendriya
Vidyalayas (KVs), all Jawahar

Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs),
Eklavya Model Residential
Schools, most private schools
and those approved by the
Centre are affiliated to the
CBSE. There are 1,245 KVs —
including one each at
Kathmandu, Tehran and
Moscow, 647 JNVs, 3,011
Government Schools, 20,265
private schools, and 14 Central
Tibetan Schools affiliated to
the Indian Board. Such is its
credibility and international
repute, the Board has schools
affiliated to it in Africa, the Gulf,

Nepal, Bangladesh, Japan,
Singapore and Malaysia. Over
the years, responding to the
needs and aspirations of the stu-
dents, the CBSE has taken steps
to transform the education
ecosystem, especially in peda-
gogy, the examination process
and assessment of papers. 

The CBSE grants affiliation,
following a transparent and
rigorous procedure, to the
schools under two broad cate-
gories —regular (Government)
and general (independent).
Schools seeking affiliation must
fulfil essential requirements and
procure from the State
Education Departments
mandatory certificates, that is
‘No Objection Certificate’,
‘Recognition Certificate’ and
land area documents as per
extant rules and provisions of
the Right to Education Act,
2009 (RTE Act). The CBSE
strictly monitors the obser-
vance of affiliation granting

conditions by the schools. In
case a school is found violating
the provisions of the affiliation
by-laws or examination by-
laws, or does not abide by its
directions, the CBSE imposes
penalties, including withdraw-
al of affiliation. All schools
funded by the Centre and
majority of the schools affiliat-
ed to the CBSE are private.
Delhi, Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, Chandigarh and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
do not have their own sec-
ondary school Board as they are
affiliated to CBSE. Over the
years, there has been spectacu-
lar growth in the number of
CBSE-affiliated schools and
students studying in them.
During the period 2011-2019,
the number of candidates
appearing for the Board exam-
ination from these schools
increased from 18,32,364 to
31,14,832, registering an
increase of almost 70 per cent.

This is so because the Board
strives to achieve academic
excellence by conceptualising
policies and operational plan-
ning to ensure balanced acad-
emic and physical activities in
the affiliated schools. It follows
the scheme of studies, curricu-
lum, academic guidelines and
capacity-building programmes
as per the objectives set by the
National Curricular Framework
and in consonance with the
policies approved and the laws
enacted by Parliament.

Before the setting up of the
National Testing Agency, the
CBSE was also entrusted with
the task of holding NEET exams
and continues to conduct suc-
cessfully many other tests. The
decision of the Delhi
Government remains shrouded
in mystery. Given the multiple
benefits of an internationally-
reputed Board like the CBSE,
disaffiliation and creation of a
new Board is hard to justify.
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Myanmar’s ruling junta has
declared martial law in six

townships in the country’s
largest city, as security forces
killed dozens of protesters over
the weekend in an increasingly
lethal crackdown on resistance
to last month’s military coup.

State broadcaster MRTV
said Monday that the Yangon
townships of North Dagon,
South Dagon, Dagon Seikkan
and North Okkalapa have been
put under martial law. An ini-
tial announcement was made
late Sunday saying two other
townships — Hlaing Thar Yar
and neighbouring Shwepyitha
— were being placed under
martial law.

At least 38 people were
killed Sunday and dozens were
injured in one of the deadliest
days of the crackdown on anti-
coup protesters, according to
the Assistance Association for

Political Prisoners, or AAPP, an
independent group tracking
the toll of the violence. Several
estimates from other sources
gave higher figures.

Complicating efforts to
organise new protests as well as
media coverage of the crisis,
mobile internet service has
been cut, though access is still

available through fixed broad-
band connections. 

Mobile data service has
been used to stream live video
coverage of protests, often

showing security forces attack-
ing demonstrators. It had been
turned off only from 1 am to 9
am for several weeks, with no
official explanation.

The blockage of internet
service forced postponement of
a court hearing in the capital,
Natpyitaw, for Myanmar’s
detained leader, Aung San Suu
Kyi, who was supposed to take
part via a video conference, said
her lawyer Khin Maung Zaw.

Suu Kyi and President Win
Myint were detained during the
February 1 military takeover,
and have been charged with
several criminal offences that
their supporters believe are
politically motivated to keep
them locked up.

Since the takeover six
weeks ago, Myanmar has been
under a nationwide state of
emergency, with its civilian
leaders ousted and detained,
and military leaders in charge
of all Government. 
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Acourt in Myanmar has
postponed deposed leader

Aung San Suu Kyi’s virtual
hearing because of internet
issues, a lawyer said, as securi-
ty forces again opened fire on
protesters rallying 
against the military’s February
1 coup.

The court’s decision on
Monday to adjourn Aung San
Suu Kyi’s hearing comes amid
a mobile internet shutdown in
the country, a day after securi-
ty forces killed at least 44 peo-
ple in the deadliest crackdown
on anti-coup protests yet.
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Chief of Nepal’s CPN-Maoist
Centre (MC) Pushpa

Kamal Dahal “Prachanda” has
proposed to drop “Maoist
Centre” from the party’s name
to make it acceptable for com-
munist forces in the country,
who do not like Maoism, to
join it, according to a media
report on Monday.

CPN-MC member Shiv
Kumar Mandal said that former
prime minister Prachanda was
always in favour of unity among
all communist forces of the
country and suggested that if
dropping “Maoist Centre” from
the party’s name could help
unite these forces, then the
party should be ready for that,
The Himalayan Times reported.

The proposal to change
the name of the party came as
CPN-MC faces the heat to

bolster the party after the
Supreme Court recently nulli-
fied its merger with CPN-
UML led by Prime Minister K
P Sharma Oli, it said.

This has created a situation
where Prime Minister Oli sud-
denly sees his position
strengthened in the party, as he
has a clear majority in the
Central Committee and
Parliamentary Party.

Other prominent leaders of
the CPN-UML’s Nepal faction
- Madhav Kumar Nepal and
Jhalanath Khanal, who had
joined hands with Prachanda
in seeking Oli’s resignation as
Prime Minister- find them-
selves in disadvantageous posi-
tion, the report said.

The CPN (UML) and CPN
(MC) merged in May 2018 to
form a unified Nepal
Communist Party following
the victory of their alliance in

the 2017 general elections.
The ruling NCP split over

Oli’s move to dissolve the 275-
member House of
Representatives in December.
In a landmark ruling, the apex
court last month reinstated
the lower house of Parliament.

Nepal’s Election
Commission on Tuesday asked
the CPN (UML) and the CPN
(MC) to come up with a new
name and election symbol of the
party if they decide to merge their
parties again after the Supreme
Court quashed the 2018 unifi-
cation of the two parties.

However, the political tus-
sle between the two parties
intensified after Prachanda on
Sunday for the second time
asked its ministers in Prime
Minister Oli’s government to
resign en masse for breaching
party discipline, amid their
reluctance to quit the Cabinet.
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The European Union said on
Monday it is starting legal

action against the United
Kingdom, arguing it does not
respect the conditions of the
Brexit withdrawal agreement
and is violating international
law.

The 27-nation EU is
objecting to Britain unilateral-
ly extending a grace period
beyond April 1 that applies to
trade on the island of Ireland,
where the EU and the United
Kingdom share a land border
and where a special trade sys-
tem was set up as part of the
Brexit divorce deal.

It marks yet another wors-
ening of relations between the
two sides since a divorce tran-

sition period ended on January
1. Disputes have ranged from
fights over vaccines, to the full
diplomatic recognition of the
EU in Britain and now again
the terms of the divorce agree-
ment.

Britain announced last
week that it is delaying the
imposition of checks on some
goods from the EU to give
businesses more time to pre-
pare for new post-Brexit rules.

On March 3, the UK decid-
ed to unilaterally extend a
grace period until October on
checks for goods moving
between Britain and Northern
Ireland, a key part of the deal
meant to avoid a hard border
on the island of Ireland when
the post-Brexit transition peri-
od ended on December 31.
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China on Monday criticised
the Quad, saying no “small

cliques” should be formed, as
it accused some countries of
trying to “sow discord” among
regional nations by “hyping”
the ‘China threat’ and 
asserted that they will not suc-
ceed.

Quad countries involving
the US, India, Australia and
Japan held their first virtual
summit on Friday during
which President Joe Biden told
leaders of the coalition that a
“free and open” Indo-Pacific is
essential to their countries and
vowed that his country was
committed to working with its
partners and allies in the region
to achieve stability.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi attended the virtual sum-
mit alongside Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison and
Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga.

���� �<,D<

Shared concerns about
China’s growing influence in

the Indo-Pacific region will
take center stage when
President Joe Biden’s defence
chief and secretary of state
visit Japan for their first in-per-
son talks with their Japanese
counterparts.

Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken arrived in
Tokyo on Monday for meetings
meant to reaffirm America’s
commitment to the region and
to the two nations’ alliance fol-
lowing former President
Donald Trump’s more con-
frontational approach.

The two secretaries will
hold so-called “two plus two”
diplomatic and security talks
on Tuesday with their Japanese
counterparts, Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi 
and Defense Minister Nobuo
Kishi.
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Arms imports to the Middle
East rose by a quarter in

the decade to 2020 even though
arms sales globally remained
stable over the same period, a
Swedish watchdog said on
Monday.

The Stockholm
International Peace Research
Institute, or SIPRI, said the
Middle East figures were driven
chiefly by the world’s largest
arms importer, Saudi Arabia,
which increased its purchases
by 61%. Egypt’s imports rose
136% and Qatar’s 361%.

SIPRI said the interna-
tional sale of major arms stayed
at the same level during the
period from 2011-2020. 

Rome: The Vatican decreed
Monday that the Catholic Church
won’t bless same-sex unions since
God “cannot bless sin”,

The Vatican’s orthodoxy
office, the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, issued a
formal response Monday to a
question about whether
Catholic clergy have the
authority to bless gay unions.
The answer, contained in a
two-page explanation pub-
lished in seven languages and
approved by Pope Francis, was
“negative”.

The note distinguished
between the church’s welcom-
ing and blessing of gay people,
which it upheld, but not their
unions. AP
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Beijing on Monday was
enveloped in yellow dust as

the most powerful sandstorm
in a decade swept through the
capital and most parts of
northern China, leading to the
cancellation of several flights
due to poor visibility.

Citizens of Beijing woke up
to a bleak yellow sky, with vis-
ibility reduced to less than a few
hundred metres. The concen-
tration of hazardous airborne
particles of PM10 in most
areas exceeded 2,000 micro-
grams per cubic meter, the
National Meteorological Center
(NMC), which issued a yellow
alert, said.
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The United Nations said
Monday at least 138 peace-

ful protesters have been killed
in Myanmar since the Feb. 1
military coup.

UN spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said this included 38
people killed Sunday, the
majority in the Hlaing Thayer
area of Yangon, Myanmar’s
largest city, and 18 people
killed on Saturday. The total
includes women and children,
according to the figures from
the UN Human rights 
office.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres “strongly
condemns this ongoing vio-
lence against peaceful pro-

testers and the continuing vio-
lation of the fundamental
human rights of the people of
Myanmar,” Dujarric said.

The U.N. Chief again calls
on the international commu-
nity, including regional coun-
tries, “to come together in sol-
idarity with the people of
Myanmar and their democra-
tic aspirations,” the spokesman
said.

UN special envoy
Christine Schraner Burgener
issued a statement earlier con-
demning the bloodshed “as the
military defies international
calls, including from the
Security Council, for restraint,
dialogue and full respect for
human rights and fundamen-
tal freedom,” Dujarric said.
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Growing for the third con-
secutive month, the coun-

try’s exports rose marginally by
0.67 per cent year-on-year to
USD 27.93 billion in February
even as trade deficit widened to
USD 12.62 billion, according to
official data released on
Monday. 

Imports rose by 6.96 per
cent to USD 40.54 billion in the
month, the data showed. The
trade deficit in February 2020
was at USD 10.16 billion.

Exports during April-
February 2020-21 period con-
tracted by 12.23 per cent to
USD 256.18 billion compared
to USD 291.87 billion in the
year-ago period. Imports
dipped 23.11 per cent to USD
340.8 billion in April-February.

In February, oil imports
declined by 16.63 per cent to
USD 8.99 billion while during
April-February the shipments
were down by 40.18 per cent to
USD 72.08 billion. 

Mumbai:The domestic airport
sector is expected to incur a net
loss of �5,400 crore, and cash
loss of �3,500 crore in FY21,
impacted by a 66 per cent
year-on-year slip in passenger
traffic amid Covid-19 induced
travel restrictions, rating
agency Icra said in a note on
Monday.

It also said that given the
significant delays in tariff
orders in the past, timely tar-
iff orders of regulator Airports
Economic Regulatory
Authority, which adequately
compensates for the ongoing
Capex and revenue loss due to
COVID remains critical from
the credit perspective.

According to the agency,
domestic passenger traffic may
drop by 61 per cent, while the
international passenger traffic
will nose dive by 85 per cent in
2020-21.The industry, howev-
er, could see its profitability
improving to Rs 190 crore
backed by an expected massive
130 per cent year-on-year
recovery in traffic in the next
fiscal, the note stated.
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The wholesale price-based
inflation rose for the sec-

ond consecutive month to a 27-
month high of 4.17 per cent in
February, as food, fuel and
power prices spiked.

The WPI inflation was
2.03 per cent in January and
2.26 per cent in February last
year.

After witnessing months
of softening of prices, the food
articles in February saw 1.36
per cent inflation. In January it
was (-) 2.80 per cent.

In vegetables the rate of
price rise was (-) 2.90 per cent
in February, against (-) 20.82
per cent in the preceding
month.

Inflation in pulses was
10.25 per cent in February,
while in fruits it was 9.48 per

cent.
Inflation in the fuel and

power basket was 0.58 per
cent in February, against (-)
4.78 per cent in January on ris-
ing prices of petrol and diesel.

Petroleum product prices
have reached historic highs as
international crude prices 
have surged in recent months
and due to high indirect taxes
both at the centre and state
level.

ICRA Ltd Principal
Economist Aditi Nayar said the
doubling in the WPI inflation
in February reflects the rise in
commodity prices brought on
by the global risk-on sentiment,
hardening of crude oil and fuel
prices, as well as a fading of the
favourable base effect for food
items. 

Core inflation was at 5.5
per cent in February.
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States may face a GST com-
pensation shortfall of �3

lakh crore in the next financial
year, a situation that will force
them to borrow more from the
markets, says a report.

The states may face a
shortfall of �2.7-3 lakh crore as
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
compensation from the Centre
next fiscal. Out of that amount,
the shortfall from cess collec-
tions will be at �1.6-2 lakh
crore, according to an Icra
report released on Monday.

In FY21, the States were
facing a shortfall of �1.1 lakh
crore in GST compensation
from the Centre but over 90 per
cent of that amount has been
cleared now.

According to the rating
agency, the shortfall will force
states to borrow at least �2.2
lakh crore more from the mar-
ket, which means that they will
have to utilise as much as 90
per cent of their enhanced
borrowing limits in FY22.

“Based on the Centre’s
GDP estimate for FY22, we
project the enhanced bor-
rowing of 1 per cent of Gross
State Domestic Product
(GSDP) or �2.2 lakh crore by
the states as we estimate a
shortfall in GST compensa-
tion from the Centre to the
tune �1.6-2 lakh crore, taking
the overall GST compensation
shortfall to �2.7-3 lakh crore
in FY22,” Jayanta Roy, group
head of corporate sector rat-
ing at Icra, said.

The 15th Finance
Commission has recommend-
ed that the normal limit for net
borrowings of states be fixed at
4 per cent of GSDP in FY22,
higher than the base borrowing
limit of 3 per cent. 

The commission has also
recommended an additional
borrowing of 0.5 per cent for
the states during FY22-25, if
they completed some condi-
tions linked to power sector
reforms.

The Centre has estimated
the maximum power sector-
related additional borrowings
at �1.1 lakh crore in FY22. This
along with any carried-for-
ward borrowing of FY21,
which we estimate at another
�1.1 lakh crore, will provide
considerable space to the states

to spend more on capital
expenditure in FY22, he said.

The agency has estimated
the states’ projected revenues at
�8.7 lakh crore next fiscal,
which is 14 per cent higher
than �7.7 lakh crore in FY21.

The numbers are based on
an estimate by the agency for
all the 31 states and the Union
Territories on a base case sce-
nario of 23 per cent growth in
GST collection by the states,
which is in line with the
Central estimate as well.

Based on this, the agency
expects the SGST collections by
all the 31 states and UTs at Rs
5.7 lakh crore in FY22. The gap
between the estimated pro-
jected revenue and SGST col-
lections is pegged at Rs 3 lakh
crore.

So far, the Centre has not
proposed a mechanism to fund
the possible shortfall in GST
compensation to the states.

Based on the State
Development Loans issuance
till March 9 and borrowings
notified/ indicated for the
remaining three weeks, the
agency expects the net issuance
of SDLs in FY21 at Rs 6.7 lakh
crore or 71 per cent of their
aggregate net borrowing limit
of Rs 9.5 lakh crore for this fis-
cal.

This means the states can
borrow an additional Rs 2.8
lakh crore during the reminder
of the outgoing fiscal but it
seems that some state may
choose to carry forward a por-
tion of the unutilised borrow-
ings to FY22. 

Life Insurance Corporation
of India has introduced

LIC’s Bachat Plus a Non-
Linked, Participating,
Individual, Savings Plan which
offers combination of protec-
tion and savings. This plan
provides financial support for
the family of the deceased pol-
icyholder any time before
maturity and lump sum
amount at the time of maturi-
ty for the surviving policy-
holders. Proposer can choose
to pay the premium either as
Lumpsum (Single Premium) or
for a Limited period of 5 years.

It can be purchased Offline
through agent /other interme-
diaries as well as Online direct-
ly through website www.licin-
dia.in.

An option to choose Sum
Assured on Death is provided
under this plan as per the two
options available under each of
Single Premium and Limited
Premium payment. 
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday

introduced a Bill in Rajya
Sabha that seeks to amend the
Insurance Act to pave the way
for 74% FDI in the sector. The
Union Cabinet on Wednesday
had given its nod for amend-
ments in the Insurance
Amendment Bill 2021. Finance
Minister Sitharaman intro-
duced the Bill for amendments
in the Insurance Act, 1938.

Currently, the permissible
FDI limit in the life and gener-
al insurance stands at 49% with
ownership and management
control with Indian. Sitharaman
presenting the Union Budget
for 2021-22 had said, “I propose
to amend the Insurance Act,
1938 to increase the permissi-
ble FDI limit from 49% to 74%
in insurance companies and
allow foreign ownership and
control with safeguards.”

New Delhi:Union Minister of
Information and Broadcasting
Shri Prakash Javadekar today
inaugurated a photo-exhibi-
tion at National Media Center
in New Delhi.  The exhibition,
set up by Bureau of Outreach
&Communication is part of a
massive awareness campaign
by Ministry of I&B to celebrate
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

Addressing media on the
occasion the Minister said this
was an important moment for

the country to reflect on how
far we have come since inde-
pendence as well as envision
what we want to achieve in next
twenty five years.

This is the core belief that
informs these exhibitions. The
Minister added that freedom
for the country came at a great
cost, and this exhibition seeks
to narrate the story behind
those sacrifices. Shri Javadekar
congratulated BOC for setting
up the exhibitions.
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The Finance Ministry on
Monday said it has

released the full �1.10 lakh
crore estimated GST com-
pensation shortfall to the
states with the release of final
weekly installment of Rs
4,104 crore.

With the release of the
20th installment, 100 per
cent of the total estimated
GST compensation shortfall

of �1.10 lakh crore for the
year 2020-21 has now been
released to the states and
UTs with Legislative
Assembly. Out of this, an
amount of Rs 1,01,329 crore
has been released to the states
and an amount of Rs 8,879
crore has been released to the
three UTs with Legislative
Assembly, the ministry said in
a statement.

The Government of India
had set up a special borrow-

ing window in October last
year to meet the estimated
shortfall of Rs 1.10 lakh 

crore in revenue arising
on account of implementa-
tion of GST. 

The borrowings are being
done through this window by
the central government on
behalf of the states and UTs.
Starting from October 23,
2020, the borrowings were
completed in 20 weekly
installments.
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As our nation prepares for
COVID-19 vaccines, we

know that issues of equitable
distribution and access for all
— particularly for the at-risk
population — are critical in
determining the pace and suc-
cess of the nation’s recovery.
Allocation, distribution, access
and utilisation of the COVID-
19 vaccine will likely be the
greatest public health effort of
our generation. 

And while this effort will
present significant challenges,
it also brings a new opportuni-
ty to expand the strength of
existing immunisation infra-
structure in India. This has
become more important now
than ever before.

Setting aside the current
pandemic, vaccine confidence
and hesitancy issues remain a
challenge across all sectors of
the healthcare system. Despite
the well-known benefits of
immunisations, more than 1.5

million people worldwide die
from vaccine-preventable dis-
eases each year. 

Adult coverage lags behind
current Healthy People targets
for most commonly recom-
mended vaccines: influenza,
pneumococcal, tetanus, hepati-
tis B, herpes zoster, and HPV.
The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
declared vaccines to be one of
the most important public
health interventions of the
twentieth century.

Because vaccines have been
so successful at controlling
diseases like smallpox and
polio, we often take our rela-
tively epidemic-free world for
granted. But less than a lifetime
ago, these diseases and others
were still real threats to health.
Despite vaccines’ successes,
many people do not know how
vaccines work, or that they are
not just important for children,
but adults too.

Aren’t vaccines for chil-
dren? 

Vaccines are for everyone,
not just children. In fact, there
are some vaccines that are
specifically recommended for
adults. 

These adult vaccines pro-
tect against diseases that are
more common in adults than
children. Some vaccines protect
against diseases that can be
more serious when contracted
by adults. Other adult vac-
cines may actually be boosters
of vaccines that you received as
a child. Boosters refresh the
immune system’s memory of
how to make the tools to fight
a pathogen, so that it can con-
tinue to provide protection
against the disease. 

Getting vaccinated reduces
your risk of getting diseases like
shingles, measles, whooping
cough, or influenza. Even if a
vaccine is not 100% effective at
protecting you from contracting

the disease, it is likely to lessen
the severity of the symptoms
associated with the disease.

Reasons to get vaccinated:
� Vaccine-preventable dis-

eases have not gone away.
� Vaccines will help keep you

healthy.
� Vaccines are as important to

your overall health as diet
and exercise.

� Vaccination can mean the
difference between life and
death.

� Vaccines are safe.
� Vaccines won’t give you the

disease they are designed to
prevent.

� Young and healthy people
can get very sick, too.

� Vaccine-preventable dis-
eases are expensive to treat.

� When you get sick, your
family is at risk, too.

� Your family and coworkers
need you.
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��"�Rich in fiber and
MCTs, coconuts may offer a
number of benefits, including
improved heart health,
weight loss and digestion.
Fresh coconuts can be
either young or mature.
Young coconuts either
have a green shell or a
white husk. Young
coconuts are the most
health enhancing of the
two. 

The water in the young
coconut is one of the highest
sources of electrolytes.
Electrolytes are responsible for
keeping the body properly
hydrated so the muscles and
nerves can function appropri-
ately. Therefore, it is more
beneficial to drink the water
from a young coconut after an
intense workout rather than the

commercial sports drinks.
Coconuts are highly nutri-

tious and packed with essential
vitamins and minerals. The
coconut milk is also good for
health. 

Coconuts also contain a
lipid called lauric acid, and
many researchers believe that
lauric acid can support the
immune system.

Achalasia is a disease where
the function of the esoph-
agus stops working over-
time. It is thought to be

neural degeneration of the selective
nerve fibers in the body of the
esophagus and the valve at the top
of the stomach. It is a rare disease
with an estimated prevalence of
10.82 and incidence of 0.3–1.63 per
100,000 adults per year.

In this disease esophagus mus-
cles do not squeeze and the sphinc-
ter muscle does not open, so food
cannot pass through valve top on
stomach. Patients begin to experi-
ence trouble swallowing. They can-
not swallow regular food; they
have trouble swallowing liquids
and they get a sensation that stuff
just sits in their esophagus. Some
may need to drink a lot of fluids to
get food into the stomach and oth-
ers may feel pain and/or discomfort
after eating. Some patients suffer-
ing from achalasia may have undi-
gested food come up after eating or
when lying down.

Symptoms of achalasia may
include:
� Regurgitation of food
� Chest pain or pain felt in the

back, neck, and arms.
� Difficulty swallowing liquids

and solids.
� Heartburn
� Unintentional weight loss
� Cough

How it can be diagnosed:
Esophageal manometry:

During esophageal manometry, a
thin, flexible tube (catheter) that
contains pressure sensors is passed
through nose, down into esophagus

and then into stomach. Esophageal
manometry provides information
about the movement of food
through the esophagus into the
stomach. The test measures the
force and coordination of
esophageal muscles as they propel
food into stomach. This test also
diagnoses other swallowing disor-
ders and classify Achalasia to cus-
tomise treatment accordingly.

Upper Endoscopy: In this test
flexible tube equipped with a light
and camera inserted into food pipe
through throat to examine the
inside of food pipe and stomach.
Endoscopy can be normal or may
show retained saliva, undigested
food, or liquid in the  food pipe a
without any   blockage of the
esophagus by tumour and narrow-
ing with subjective evidence of
resistant at valve at top of stomach
while negotiating tube.

X-Ray of upper digestive
System: X-rays are taken after the
patient swallows chalky liquid that
coats and fills the inside lining of the
food pipe and visualisation of a
dilated proximal food pipe with a
narrowed junction just above the
stomach  giving the characteristic
“bird beak” appearance is highly
suggestive of achalasia.

Both Endoscopy and barium
esophagram are only complemen-
tary to esophageal manometry and
lack sensitivity for accurately diag-
nosing achalasia.

TREATMENT:
�Pneumatic dilation: A bal-

loon is inserted by endoscopy into
the centre of the esophageal sphinc-

ter and inflated to enlarge the
opening. This outpatient procedure
may need to be repeated if the
esophageal sphincter does not stay
open. Nearly one-third of people
treated with balloon dilation need
repeat treatment within five years.
It is uncontrolled and forceful dila-
tion sometimes can result into
oesophageal perforation although
response is good among early or
evolving Achalasia.

�Botox: Botox is generally rec-
ommended only for people who are
not good candidates for Balloon
dilation,   endoscopic and laparo-
scopic myotomy because of  age or
overall health and presence of sig-
nificant comorbidities. Botox injec-
tions typically do not last more than
six months.

�Surgery (Heller Myotomy): 
During this procedure, five or

six small incisions are made in the
abdominal wall and laparoscopic
instruments are inserted. Then
muscle cut along the esophagus,
starting above the lower esophageal
sphincter and extending down onto
the stomach a little way

Per Oral Endoscopic
Myotomy (POEM): This new less
invasive and effective  procedure
eliminates the need for abdominal
incisions. It is a major advance in
treatment of achalasia and is less
invasive and less traumatic to the
body.

How is the POEM procedure
done?

�A flexible tube called an
endoscope is passed through the
mouth into oesophagus and  make

a small cut in the inner most layer
of the esophagus and then reach
between the layers of the esophagus
to  selective cut that stiff muscle and
then close the hole in the esopha-
gus with clips. This whole proce-
dure is being done with an endo-
scope without having any inci-
sions on your abdomen. Carbon
dioxide gas ( Co2) is used  for insuf-
flation during this procedures
because Co2 absorbed very rapid-
ly hence air insufflation related
complications can be a avoided in
this procedure .

�It can be done in advance
cases of Achalasia like sigmoid
Oesophagus and  in presence of
diverticula. POEM usually not
require an additional anti reflux
procedure.

�POEM is also effective for
other swallowing disorders like
diffuse oesophageal spasm ,  inef-
fective oesophageal motility and
Jackhammer Oesophagus.

�Procedure time is usually one
hours and some time can be pro-
longed due to difficult procedure in
view of  long standing disease , huge
dilation and unexpected bleeder
during myotomy.

�However, POEM is not with-
out risks. As with other operations,
there are risks of bleeding and rarely
leak which may resulting in chest
infection.  It has been shown to
increase the risk of long-term
reflux, although rarely troublesome
and most of times controlled with
anti acid tablets.
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Now that the season is changing, there is a steady rise in num-
ber of patients coming with allergic symptoms. Allergies are

common when the temperature starts increasing. Your immune
system overreacts to an outdoor allergen, such as pollen. An aller-
gen is something that triggers an allergic response. The real cul-
prits of summertime seasonal allergies are grasses, such as rye-
grass and timothy grass, as well as certain weeds. Grasses are the
most common trigger for people with hay fever.

The most common allergens are pollens from wind-pollenat-
ed plants, such as trees, grasses, and weeds. The pollens from
insect-pollinated plants are too heavy to remain airborne for long,
and they’re less likely to trigger an allergic reaction.Many peo-
ple with hay fever also have asthma. If you have both hay fever
and asthma, your seasonal allergens may trigger an asthma attack.

Allergies in children are caused by a complicated interplay
of genetic and environmental factors. Children are more likely
to develop allergies if one or both parents have allergies. It is not

a static disease and as the child
matures the pattern of the dis-
ease changes.

The dry, itchy throat can
last for weeks to months at a
time and varies in intensity
from one day to the next,
depending on the level of expo-
sure to the pollutant. Other
signs of seasonal allergies are
runny nose, sudden bouts of
sneezing, and watery and itchy
eyes. Some may also develop
dark circles under the eyes
known as allergic shiners.
These dark circles are caused by
the pooling of blood under the
eyes because of swollen tissue
in the nasal cavities. 

Viral infections can be
accompanied with headache, body ache, fever and tiredness. The
cough sometimes can be mucous-filled as the infection progress-
es. Most of these infections are self-limiting and the symptoms
improve on their own after peaking for two to three days.
Infections, both viral and bacterial, can lead to complications in
people with other health conditions such as lung or kidney dis-
ease, heart failure, chronic obstructive lung disease or asthma,
making their visit to a doctor a must if high fever lasts for more
than two days. Cough with phlegm or pus accompanied with
high fever, chills and difficulty breathing can also be a sign of
pneumonia, which must be ruled out.

Three of the most common allergens — house dust mites,
animal dander and cockroach droppings — are worse when there
is less ventilation. Choosing a wrong skincare product, forget-
ting to drink enough water, indulging in spicy and fried foods,
frequent use of peel-off masks and forgetting to apply sunscreen
daily adds to all these. Exposure to pollution leads to early age-
ing of skin, pigmentation, skin irritation and other skin related
problems. 

Precautions:
�Wear a good quality mask.
�Visit a doctor if your fever is 103 degrees F or more and

lasts for more than two to three days, or you develop trouble
breathing.

�Drink a lot of water.
�Wear loose cotton clothes.
�Keep the humidity level inside the house below 50% and

regularly clean the air conditioners and carpets.
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With the weather
department pre-
dicting an increase

in temperature over the
next few days, there are
chances that you might
feel dehydrated. 

Here are a
few home
remedies that
can help.

S t a r t
with sipping
s m a l l
amount of
water. This
will help your
body to get
rehydrated.

Drink elec-
trolyte containing
drinks. This is compari-
tively a faster and easier way
of getting hydrated. You
can choose coconut water as
it is rich in sodium and
potassium. Drink it four-

five times a day.
Saltwater is the easiest

way to cure dehydration
and consuming three litres
of saltwater daily will yield

better results. One
must add sugar

and salt to a
glass of water

and drink it.
Suck on

p op s i c l e s
made from
juices. This
will help
bring down

your body
temperature

and cool you
down.
And last, but not

the least yoghurt. Yoghurt is
one of the best home reme-
dies for dehydration and
consuming it once a day can
prove to be beneficial for the
body.

With temperature settling
above normal, there are high

chances that one might 
get dehydrated. 

ROSHANI DEVI shares easy
home remedies that can 

help treat it
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Ever wondered how maintaining an
optimum weight can solve many of
our health problems?  Weight balance

and a healthy digestive system are the two
major aspects of our good health. A healthy
lifestyle includes good food, nutrition and
adequate physical activity.  in recent times,
a lot of importance have been given in going
back to the traditional way of living for
maintaining optimum health.  Our ances-
tors not only followed a healthy diet, but also
believed in good physical activity for bal-
ancing weight. Several factors contribute to
one's weight. Thus, choosing what is right
for you personally is what we need to focus
on.  

As we know, maintaining good and
healthy lifestyle is essential for overall
weight, which will help in preventing
many health complications that may arise
from obesity. Just like overweight, being
underweight also can be harmful especial-
ly when you are starving from the key nutri-
ents that are essential to your day to day life.
Hence, it is important to focus on keeping
the weight in balance that helps to lower the
risk of various metabolic issues and make
us feel good inside out. 

How weight balance affects digestion:
Since majority of us work from home,

our lifestyle has changed totally with more
stress; binge eating, unhealthy diet and a
sedentary lifestyle, which has lead to a whole
lot of digestive distress and cause constipa-
tion, bloating and other problems related
to our digestive tract and such poor diges-
tion can also lead to unnecessary weight
gain. Thus, balancing our weight and
doing moderate exercise every day can stim-
ulate our intestinal activities and can pre-
vent us from facing digestive problems at
a later period. 

Three effective ways to balance your
weight:

Yoga: Yoga is one of the most trusted
and effective forms of exercise, yoga not
only helps in improving your digestive sys-
tem but will also help improve your men-
tal wellbeing.  

Food and nutrition: Having a balanced
and nutrient-rich diet is important for
maintaining optimum weight. It is neces-
sary to look into what we eat every day.
Improper diet is one of the major reasons
why we face digestive problems and weight
gain. A well-balanced diet is the need of the
hour especially during the seasonal changes.
During summer, with the rising tempera-
ture and humidity outside, we may face dif-
ficulty in digesting the foods that we usu-
ally consume.  Adding more fibre rich foods
to our diet will help us in improving our
digestive tract and eventually lead to weight
balance.

Get moving: The best way to do this
is by including your favourite activities in
your daily routine. Try to move around to
make the most of it. Try to include activi-
ties like dance, walking, spinning in your
daily routine, which gives you a lot of move-
ment and will always increase the scope of
your fitness in various ways and it helps to
promote the healthy functioning of your
digestive system. 
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WEIGH IN
CONSEQUENCES
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Doja Cat went for neon
feathers and a moto-
inspired look zipped

all the way down and Cynthia
Erivo stunned in a sparkling
silver gown with gold accents
by Louis Vuitton at the
Grammys as music’s big night
offered a luxe fashion moment
for the stars.

Dressed in Roberto Cavalli,
Doja’s revealing look included
cat-claw zips on each arm and a
feathered skirt. “I want to be the
cat lady, so let me be that,” she
said.

Erivo’s gown included a
low cutout at the front with a
gold bib effect at the top and a

gold belt, while DaBaby bright-
ened up a drastically pared-down
red carpet in a bright mustard and
green floral suit from Dolce &
Gabbana. Erivo didn’t hit the car-
pet, but she made a statement nev-
ertheless. Her gown was adorned
with more than 60,000 glass
beads, crystals and sequins. She
topped off the look with jewels
from Tiffany & Co.

Dua Lipa also sparkled in a
pink sequin Versace gown with
a butterfly motif. The body-
skimming gown included
cutouts at the hips and a sexy
high slit. “It was really cool to
collaborate,” she said of the
look.

Billie Eilish matched her
long nails to a loose pink and
black trouser look by Gucci,

her hat and face mask also a match.
DaBaby, his mom, Linda, by his

side in red, topped off his suit with a
wide-brim green hat with red under-
neath. He was on hand in person but
earlier created an Instagram red car-
pet moment with his daughter since
no kids were allowed at the Los
Angeles show.

Joanie Leeds, winner of the best
children’s music album, did some-
thing similar at a distance from
home in New York.

“I actually created a step and
repeat and a red carpet,” she told
reporters during a virtual news con-
ference before the show. “We all
walked the red carpet and we had a
photographer here and took some

really good pictures.”
Leeds wore a multicolour

sequined gown by Nicole Miller, and
she slid off her silver heels to show on
camera. “Just because we’re virtual
this year, I wasn’t going to wear my
hoodie sweatshirt,” said Leeds, a
first-time Grammy winner.

Due to pandemic precautions, the
“red carpet” was not the usual mass
of cameras and TV crews. A select
few outlets were permitted on site to
conduct live interviews — a safe dis-
tance apart.

The night’s host, Trevor Noah,
showed up for the pared-down car-
pet in a classic black tuxedo by
Gucci, while nominee Debi Nova
went big — and pink — in a mini

dress that had a huge train and trop-
ical details by Georges Chakra.
Phoebe Bridgers wore a black gown
adorned with a beaded human skele-
ton from Thom Browne, and Megan
Thee Stallion wore a strapless bright
orange princess look with a high side
slit and a huge back bow and train by
Dolce & Gabbana. Her Chopard
choker finished off the look.

“I wanted to pop. I wanted to look
like a Grammy,” Megan said.

Nandi Howard, associate fashion
editor at Essence, lauded the style
moments provided by Megan and
DaBaby.

“I’m eager to see D&G work more
with hip-hop artists. Megan looked so
regal in her orange gown, and tonight

she wore her outfit effortlessly. I hope
to see her in couture more often. She
wears it very well,” she said.

Howard also offered kudos to
Lizzo, who shimmered in a pink mer-
maid look to present an award and
earlier wore a short ruched sea foam
strapless dress by Balmain. She
dripped in Bulgari jewels.

“We normally see avant-garde
gowns at the Grammys, but leave it
up to Lizzo to switch it up in the best
way,” Howard said.

Jacob Collier said he went for
comfort in a floral Stella McCartney
turtleneck and red suit.

“I’ve never been asked about
clothes before,” he said. “I feel like a
rock star.”

In Dundas, H.E.R. rocked a bur-
gundy, mid-calf robe with matching
wide-leg trousers.

Jonathan Evans, style director for
Esquire, saw a healthy dose of 1970s
flare running through menswear, in
no small part to Gucci. Bruno Mars
and Anderson .Paak slid into leisure
suits for Silk Sonic’s debut.

“Big lapels and flared trousers
might, I’ll admit, sound a little intim-
idating, or like a return to the bad old
days, but when you see the way guys
like Anderson .Paak, Finneas and
Harry Styles are wearing it, it feels
fresh,” he said.

All three wore Gucci. Evans said
of Styles’ look: “A jacket with a pat-
tern that looks like it could be one of
your grandmother’s favourite tea
cozies is one thing, but a cropped
jacket with a gigantic lapel that chan-
nels Nana? That’s the kind of thing
that Styles seems to make wearable.”

Styles later performed in a black
leather suit — who needs a shirt —
with a green boa around his neck. He
wore a purple boa with his cropped
jacket.

Noah Cyrus spoke to reporters in
a cream gown with a huge cape-like
effect that encircled her face. It was
a Schiaparelli, a somber Cyrus and
first-time Grammy nominee said. She
said she was honored to be the first
to wear it. Cyrus is mourning the
recent death of her grandmother.

“I just wish my grandma could
have seen this,” she said of her nom-
ination.
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Just a few days before gallerist
and art curator Ashna Singh

could announce the opening of
her new gallery in March last
year, the entire country went
into lockdown.

Singh, also a musician with
a spiritual bent of mind, used
this opportunity to turn her
gaze inwards and curate a show
that reflects the sense of qui-
etude and self-examination
that all of us have experienced
in some measure over the last
year. Dealing with mixed emo-
tions of isolation and introspec-
tion during this time, artists
have used various mediums to
express themselves. Featuring
new works by Baiju Parthan,
Khalil Chishtee, Megha Joshi,
Pooja Iranna, Ranbir Kaleka,
Remen Chopra W. Van Der
Vaart, Shivani Aggarwal,
Sharmi Chowdhury, TV
Santosh and Veer Munshi, the
group show titled This & That
includes paintings, videos,
sculptures and photographs.

Says Singh, Director, Studio
Art, “The pre-COVID world
was of immense exposure and
collaboration, yet the empha-
sis on success, competition
and the desire to be visible may
have depleted the self emotion-
ally. This was ‘That’ time. Then
there was social media that per-
colated lives and didn’t make it
easier. One was visible but not
present in the moment.
Constant comparisons and
possibly an assessment of one’s
worth in the eyes of the world
may have impacted inner peace
and personal spaces. This was
‘That’ time. Last year forced
corrections upon the world,
compelling many to face their
inadequacies. This time was all
factual where peace was being
restored, not through com-
promises, adjustments or filling
voids but by simplifying the
unnecessary and understand-
ing the essentials. This time
brought about strength, a sense
of freedom and a reintroduc-
tion to oneself. That is ‘This’
time. Our inaugural show This
& That is an amalgamation of
choices that humanity has been
gifted with. A choice to choose
how to proceed forward. A
choice to repeal what doesn’t
serve a purpose anymore.”

Aptly then, Megha Joshi’s

ink and watercolour titled
Wavering Faith is about the
need to prioritise our choices.
The mental act of making a
choice to believe and to convert
those into action has never
been more important. In a
fractured society, where one’s
belief (in socio-religious and
eco-political terms) is shat-
tered daily and seldom
restored, believing in anything
firmly becomes even more dif-
ficult. “I have explored this con-
cept through the abstracted
metaphor of the rudraksha
bead. The bead is the divided
self, oscillating, rotating, trying
to find order in chaos... in a
perpetual motion of finding
and losing faith.”

Veer Munshi’s How Green
Is My Valley is a grid of 14 pho-
tographs and a video that cap-
tures moments from one lock-
down (post the scrapping of
Article 370) to another (post-
COVID). It is Munshi’s expe-
rience of being in Kashmir on
August 5, 2019, when Article
370 was scrapped and the com-
munication blockade was
imposed. “This led to mass
migration to other states and
reminded me of my youth
when I had left the valley three
decades ago,” says Munshi.

Pooja Iranna’s installation
in staple pins titled The
Meltdown represents man-
made structures, but there is a
twist to all the tales she express-
es. Everything is not to be seen

at the surface level. The not so
straight partitions and the vis-
ible curvatures all denote a con-
cealed part of life. This could be
beautiful for some or even
complex for others but all these
structures are about conflicting
emotions and stories. “During
the lockdown, I saw the cities
become like ghost towns, lead-
ing me to the question — is all
the construction in the name of
development really necessary?”

Ranbir Kaleka’s video
installation with digital collage
on canvas titled Turbulence,
Veiled, Un-veiled is about the
relentless cycle of losing and
reclaiming calm in our com-
plex lives. 

Khalil Chishtee uses trash
bags in sculptural works titled
Unbearable Lightness of Being &
Bedtime Ritual to speak about
the transience of life. “Our
smartphones are so efficient
that information is just a click
away. And yet most of the
truths are hidden. For instance,
we failed to see obvious signs
of an impending pandemic. We
live in the age of plastic and
trash bags are the lowest form
of it. My trash bags have the
ability to hold the content of my
work with so much love and
care that it bends themselves
for me like clay or any other
traditional modelling material.
My work is an attempt to con-
nect two worlds together; the
world of reality and fiction, the
world that we live in and the

world that lives within our-
selves.” 

TV Santhosh’s sculpture
in bronze is titled Obsolete
Objects. Society is undergoing
an enormous structural change
forced by technological
advancement and even though
it has made hardships of man-
ual jobs much easier to execute,
on the flip side it has made peo-
ple more and more dependent
on it. Industrialisation and
urbanisation have brought in a
sense of alienation, making
society more fragmented.
Technology is fast progressing
in a way, upgrading the exist-
ing systems, and in some cases
even replacing the old one
with a completely new system.
In the process, the world is
becoming more and more like
a wasteland of obsolete elec-
tronic items.

Says Santosh, “Today, we
live in a world of use and throw
culture. My generation has
lived through a period of tran-
sition, from the era of the
radio to the iPod, revolution-
ising our approach to listening
to music. These two sculptures
are a kind of re-imagined doc-
umentation of obsolete objects
that have become part of nos-
talgia today.”

Shivani Aggarwal sculptur-
al work titled Hangers is an
extension of the series of dys-
functional objects she has been
creating for a long now. The
work questions how our state

of being is compromised by sit-
uations and circumstances. A
simple wooden hanger is
pushed beyond its limits so that
it changes its shape and pur-
pose to become dysfunctional.
The fragility of the object fur-
ther adds to its loss of purpose.
These hangers echo the ethos
of the times we are living in
where anything and every-
thing loses its defined purpose

due to situational interven-
tion, whether economic or
ecological or man-made.

Sharmi Choudhury’s
sculptural work titled Inner
Conversation (Korean Hanji
paper & painted wood) is a
manifestation of intimate dia-
logue and confrontation with
the self. A self, which is an
assemblage of numerous iden-
tities and complex, interlinked

personal histories. “Material
always gives me support to
build the images. My work is a
metaphor for our life experi-
ences.”

The painting (acrylic on
canvas) titled Logos & Mythos
(Soul’s Sacrifice) by Baiju
Parthan depicts a collision
between two mutually exclusive
world views presented as pat-
terns that overlap each other.

Using Charles Darwin and
Alan Turing as the main pro-
tagonists, the work is a com-
ment about the old and the
new, about the world of poiesis
and mythos versus the world
that is arranged and perceived
through reasoning and logic.

(The show is on till May 15
from 11 am to 7 pm at Studio
Art, W-16, Okhla Phase 2, New
Delhi.)
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Darren Bravo hit 102 while
Shai Hope and skipper

Kieron Pollard made half cen-
turies as West Indies defeated
Sri Lanka by five wickets in the
third and final One-Day
International on Sunday.

West Indies chased down
their target of 275 with nine
balls to spare, swept the series
3-0 to follow their 2-1 win in
the T20 matches.

Evin Lewis was the first
man out, bowled for 13 by
Suranga Lakmal (2/56) in the
fifth over. The early wobble
continued as Jason
Mohammed was bowled for 8
by Wanindu Hasaranga (1/49).

Unfortunately for the Sri
Lankans, a 109-run stand
between Shai Hope and Darren
Bravo put the hosts back on
course from there.

At 148/2 the West
Indies were cruising but
the fall of Hope for 64 to
Perera opened the door for
Sri Lanka.

Nicholas Pooran
blasted a quickfire
15 off 8, includ-
ing two sixes,
before perish-
ing to
Gunathilaka in
the 35th.

With the
West Indies need-
ing 106 runs off
the final 15 overs,
the match was in
the balance.

Pollard (53*) and Bravo
took it away from Sri Lanka
from there. Pollard helped
himself to three consecutive
fours off Lakmal in the 37th
over to relieve the scoreboard
pressure and Bravo started to
up his run-rate.

He slammed Lakshan
Sandakan over long-off for six
in the 38th before tickling
Hasaranga down the legside for
four in the 43rd to move into
the 90s. In the 45th he raised
his fourth ODI century with
another clip past fine leg. He
perished in the 47th over to
Lakmal, caught brilliantly by a
leaping Karunaratne at extra
cover for 102.

An unbeaten 53 from
Pollard in the company of
Jason Holder (14*) saw the
West Indies home from there.

Earlier, asked to bat
first, Sri Lanka posted a
total of 274/6 thanks
largely to half-centuries

from Ashen
Bandara (55*)
and Hasaranga
(80*).

Both sides
will now play
two Tests,
starting next
Sunday.
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Their confidence soaring high
after a resounding series-lev-
elling win, India would look

to build on their new approach of
batting freely and fearlessly when
they take on England in the third
T20, here on Tuesday.

The Men in Blue were off to a
horrible start in the T20 series, suf-
fering a eight-wicket loss in the
opening match but turned the
tables on England with a seven-
wicket win in the second game.

In stark contrast from the first
match, Virat Kohli and his men
excelled in all departments.

The inclusion of Ishan Kishan,
who made a sparkling debut with
a 32-ball 56, allowed India to go
ahead with their new approach that
encourages batsmen to express
themselves.

Despite losing KL Rahul in
first over with no runs on the
board, the 22-year attacked from
the word go, smashing Jofra Archer
for a boundary in the very first ball
he faced.

The hosts will also gain con-
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Young batsman Ishan
Kishan says having faced

the best pacers from across the
world during the IPL had given
him the confidence to play fear-
lessly against England on his
India debut.

Kishan’s blistering 56-run
knock at the top laid the plat-
form for India’s comfortable
and successful chase in the sec-
ond T20 on Sunday night.

The 22-year-old left-han-
der acknowledged the contri-
bution, the IPL stint has made
in his growth as a batsman.

“It obviously helped (to
face the likes of Mumbai

Indians teammates Trent Boult
and Jasprit Bumrah) in the nets.
They are very pacy bowlers and

to hit shots against them gives
confidence,” Kishan said at the
post-match conference.

“In IPL you get to face
quality bowlers from across the
world and you start getting
used to these bowlers. And I
think that really helped me.”

Kishan also said that the
team management had backed
him to play his natural game
without feeling the pressure.

“Before the match I was
told to go and open the innings
and play freely the way I play
in IPL. I was told not to take
extra pressure. But it being my
first game I was little nervous
while going at the ground.”

“But when you wear the
jersey of your country that
pressure simply goes away and
you try to give your best.”

The debutant was in awe of
Virat Kohli during their 94-run
stand and hopes to pick the
brain of India skipper during
the five-match series.

“It was proud feeling for
me because I had just seen him
(Kohli) on TV, his attitude on
the ground, but to see it from
the other end is totally differ-
ent. I think it is something
which I can change in myself,
his energy, his appearance on
the ground, there is a lot to
learn from him.

“The way he talks in the
ground it takes pressure from
you. I just want to make sure
that I learn a lot from him in
this series,” Kishan said.
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India have exposed England’s
“weakness” in handling slow

conditions but competing here
will only prepare them well for the
T20 World Cup, feels skipper Eoin
Morgan.

Morgan admitted they strug-
gled to get used to the slow surface
used for the second match on
Sunday which India won by seven
wickets.

“I suppose the difference was
in the wicket we played and how
we adapted. It was different wick-
et from the one we batted in the
first game. The pitch was slow and
low and one thing that does is
expose our weakness on these
surfaces a little bit,” said Morgan.

“We don’t play a lot on slow,
low wickets and the more that we
can do that, the better. You only
become better in these conditions
by playing in them and making
mistakes.”

The English skipper, however,
said playing in such tough condi-

tions ahead of the ICC World T20
later this year in India, will only
help them.

“I thought the other night (1st
T20), the pitch really suited us
because it had more pace in it —
similar to a wicket at home.

“But this (2nd T20 wicket)
took us out of our comfort zone
and really was a typical Indian
wicket that we would play on in an
IPL game. Again, your accuracy
has to be on,” Morgan said.

“You tend to learn quicker if
you’re winning and confident and
everything goes reasonably
smoothly — you can integrate the
learning quite quickly — but equal-
ly, if we have to learn the hard way,
we’re still going through that
process of trying to learn game-on-
game so when it comes to the
World Cup in seven months’ time,
we can be as best prepared.”

KISHAN HELPED KOHLI
Former England captain

Michael Atherton says debutant
Ishan Kishan’s aggressive batting at

the top helped ‘under-pressure’
Virat Kohli settle down and play
his natural game in the second
T20I.

Atherton said Kishan’s fluent
batting (32-ball 56) helped in tak-
ing some pressure off Kohli, who
had registered three ducks in his
previous five innings.

“I think Virat felt under a lit-
tle bit of pressure in that first game
because of what he’d said in the
press conference about India play-
ing a slightly more aggressive
game,” the former England skipper
told Sky Sports.

“The problem in that first
game, with the line-up that India
had was that they had quite a lot
of similar players in the top-order
and I think Kohli felt pressured. 

“He’s (Kohli) an elite player
and scores very quickly but not like
a (Rishabh) Pant or, indeed, an
Ishan Kishan. So when that young
man came in and played the way
that he did, I think that just
allowed Kohli to come in and play
his natural game,” he observed.
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Cristiano Ronaldo hit back at
his critics with a quick-fire

hat-trick as Juventus brushed
aside Cagliari 3-1 on Sunday, five
days after their Champions
League elimination.

Portuguese star Ronaldo
bore the brunt of the criticism

for Juve’s latest European flop
after failing to score in either leg
of the last-16 defeat by Porto,
while also being partly at fault
for what proved to be the goal
which knocked
them out.

But the
36-year-old scored

a header in the 10th
minute at the Sardegna Arena,
added a second from the penal-
ty spot 15 minutes later, and
completed a ‘perfect’ treble on 31
minutes with a fine left-footed
strike.

Defending champions
Juventus are 10 points behind
leaders Inter Milan, who beat
Torino 2-1 earlier Sunday, but
with a game in hand.

Andrea Pirlo’s side pulled
just one point behind second-
placed AC Milan, whose title
hopes took a big hit following a
1-0 home defeat to Napoli.

“Our approach was spot on
and it was important to get off
on the right foot after being
knocked out the other night,”
said Pirlo.

“Ronaldo was angry like the
rest of the team. He reacted like
a true champion.”

He could also have been

sent off after a quarter of an
hour, receiving only a yellow
card for dangerous play as his

boot struck Cagliari goal-
keeper Alessio Cragno in
the face while attempting to

meet a Federico Chiesa cross.
Ronaldo is the leading

scorer in Serie A with 23 goals
this season, ahead of Inter’s
Romelu Lukaku, who has 19.

His career tally is now 770
goals, overtaking Brazil legend
Pele’s 767 scored in official
matches which he matched ear-
lier this month.

Later at San Siro, AC Milan’s

hopes of a first title since 2011
diminished as they failed to win
for their third consecutive game
at home, days before they host
Manchester United in their last
16 Europa League decider.

Matteo Politano scored the
only goal just after the break
with Milan finishing the game
a man down after Ante Rebic
was sent off in injury time for
arguing with officials.

Napoli’s Champions League
hopes have been revived as they
move above Roma into fifth
before the two sides play next
weekend.
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Zinedine Zidane admitted
Real Madrid are struggling

to explain Eden Hazard’s fitness
problems after the club con-
firmed the Belgian is injured
again ahead of Tuesday’s
Champions League game
against Atalanta.

Hazard came off the bench
against Elche in La Liga on
Saturday to make his first
appearance since January but
Zidane said in a press con-
ference on Monday the
Belgian is out again, with
what the club confirmed
was a “muscle injury in
the right pelvis”.

Zidane said there are
“things I cannot explain”
regarding Hazard’s fitness
issues and when asked
about the club’s long list of
injuries, he pointed to var-
ious factors including
“things up here in the head,
which influences a lot”.

Hazard has played
only 14 times this sea-
son for Real Madrid,
continuing a night-
mare period for
the 30-year-old
forward, who

joined from Chelsea for 100
million euros in the summer of
2019.

“He is not going to be fit,”
said Zidane. “There are things
I cannot explain. Like always I
try to stay positive and hope it
will be a little thing. Something
is happening. He is a player
who was never injured in his
career. We want to help him.”

Real Madrid beat Atalanta
1-0 in the first leg in Italy last
month as they bid to become
the first Spanish team to reach

the Champions League quar-
ter-finals.

Barcelona and Sevilla
were both knocked out last

week while Atletico
Madrid face Chelsea

on Wednesday, hop-
ing to overturn a 1-
0 defeat from the
first leg at home.

“I have no
doubt Atalanta are
going to come here
to win,” said
Zidane. “We are
going to have to
play very well.
The first leg
means noth-
ing, we have to

start from zero.”
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Having seen Ishan Kishan’s exploits in the
IPL, England opener Jason Roy was not

surprised at all when he saw the young left-
hander taking the game away from his team
in the second T20I.

“He’s obviously a star player, he’s done
that for Mumbai Indians, numerous amounts
of time so I wasn’t surprised when I saw him
kind of teeing off a bit because everyone
knows he’s a star player so good on him,” Roy
said in a virtual media interaction with the
UK media.

“A couple of times he might have got a
little bit wrong with the ball but he capitalised
by hitting it for six. It’s just a case of just mak-
ing sure you kind of execute your skills
extremely well.”

India have come into the series with the
intention of playing more fearless cricket,
which was on display in the second T20.
England, on the other hand, are already used
to that brand of cricket.

“It has worked for us in 50 overs crick-
et, it worked for us in kind of 10 to 20 games
we’ve played. Our policy is to play aggressive
cricket, but the problem is, when you’re play-
ing on pitches like this you have to be a lit-
tle bit more calculated. You have to assess it
a bit quicker,” said Roy.

“If you’re wanting to play that way, you
got to accept that some days it’s not going to
go that way. You are going to be three-four
down in a powerplay. But with the depth of
our batting lineup, that’s the opportunity it
gives to the top order batsmen,” Roy said.

Roy has been consistent with scores of 49
and 46 but has not converted into a big knock
and that is something he wants to do in the
remaining games.

He termed India a class team but said
they are confident to bounce back on
Tuesday.

“The boys have bounced back, we’re a fast
learning side. I don’t think there’s been a huge
amount of wind out of our sails to be hon-
est,” he concluded. 
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Manchester: Manchester
United tightened their grip on
a return to the Champions
League next season as Craig
Dawson’s own goal earned Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer’s men a 1-0
win over West Ham on Sunday.

Victory moved United back
above Leicester into second in
the Premier League and closed
the gap to runaway leaders
Manchester City to 14 points.

Despite also having a game
in hand on their local rivals, the
Red Devils are unlikely to haul
in Pep Guardiola’s men but do
now enjoy a nine-point cushion

over the fifth-placed Hammers
in the battle for Champions
League places.

Former United boss David
Moyes has failed to win in 15
attempts as the visiting manag-
er at Old Trafford and the Scot
was left to rue an overly cau-
tious approach before falling
behind early in the second
half.

Whille the hosts held out
for a fourth consecutive
Premier League clean sheet to
close in on the much-needed
resources of Champions League
football next season. AFP
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fidence from Kohli unbeaten
innings in the second game as he
took the side past the finish line,
breaking a sequence of low scores.

The skipper did not have the
best of times in the preceding Test
series and also got out cheaply in the
first T20. Both Kohli and Shreyas
Iyer will target big scores.

The bowling department, which
didn’t have runs to defend in the
opener, did a fabulous job to restrict
England to 164. The biggest positive
would be Hardik Pandya bowling
four overs which allowed the hosts
to go with an extra batsman.

The bowlers will look to repli-
cate their good show from the last
match where they found their
rhythm.

What India would aspire is a
better effort from Rishabh Pant, who
has been promoted to number four
ahead of Iyer. The big-hitting wick-
etkeeper has looked lethal in both
outings but failed to capitalise on his
starts.

India are unlikely to tinker
with the winning combination save
the return of star white-ball open-
er Rohit Sharma who is expected to

be back in the side after being rest-
ed for a couple of games.

With Kishan faring well, KL
Rahul, who looked out of sorts in
both the outings, is expected to
make way for Rohit.

The primary objective for India
remains the same — to get an idea
of the core group of players going
into the ICC T20 World Cup in
October.

England attack looked less
threatening in the absence of Mark
Wood, who missed the second T20
due to a bruised heel. However, skip-
per Eoin Morgan confirmed that the
pacer will return in the next game.

Opener Jason Roy has looked in
good nick but missed out on half-
centuries in both games, He will be
eager to go the distance come
Tuesday.

With the series locked at 1-1, the
third T20 promises to be a cracker
of a contest with both teams be vying
for the bragging rights at the the
Narendra Modi stadium.

With the game set to unfold on
a surface that red soil beneath, the
spinners are expected to test the
batsmen.
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The remaining three T20
International matches between

India and England will be played
here without spectators in the
wake of rising COVID-19 cases,
Gujarat Cricket Association vice-
president Dhanraj Nathwani said
on Monday.

“T20s on March 16, 18 and 20
will be played without audience at
Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad. Refund will be given
to the spectators who have pur-
chased tickets,” Nathwani said .

“Due to rise in the number of
Corona cases, we at GCA have
decided in consultation with
BCCI, the matches will be played
closed door and not allow the
spectators in the ground during
T20Is to be played between India
and England at Ahmedabad.”

8�	����������(

�����5���#�


