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With Maharashtra seeing a
huge spike, India regis-

tered a surge of 35,871 fresh
coronavirus cases in the last 24
hours, the highest since early
December, a day after the
Government said a total of 70
districts in 16 States have seen
an increase of more than 150
per cent active cases between
March 1 and 15.

The infection tally has rises
to 1,14,74,605, according to the
Union Health Ministry data
while the active caseload has
reached 2,52,364 which
accounts for 2.20 per cent of the
total infections. The recovery
rate has further dropped to
96.41 per cent, the data updat-
ed at 8 am on Thursday
showed.

The death toll too
increased to 1,59,216 with 172
new fatalities. The single-day
spike of 35,871 cases is the
highest in 102 days. As many
as 36,011 new infections were
recorded on December 6.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the dis-
ease surged to 1,10,63,025,
while the case fatality rate
stands at 1.39 per cent, accord-
ing to the data.

India’s Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 30 lakh on August 23,
40 lakh on September 5 and 50
lakh on September 16. It went

past 60 lakh on September 28,
70 lakh on October 11, crossed
80 lakh on October 29, 90 lakh
on November 20 and sur-
passed the one-crore mark on
December 19.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research,
23,03,13,163 samples had been
tested up to March 17 with
10,63,379 being tested on
Wednesday.

The 172 new fatalities
include 84 from Maharashtra,
35 from Punjab and 13 from
Kerala. Of 1,59,216 deaths,
53,080 were from Maharashtra,
12,564 from Tamil Nadu,
12,407 from Karnataka, 10,948
from Delhi, 10,298 from West
Bengal, 8,751 from Uttar
Pradesh and 7,186 from
Andhra Pradesh.

The Health Ministry
stressed that more than 70 per
cent of the deaths occurred due
to comorbidities.

In the meantime, the
Ministry said that the number
of tests conducted in the coun-
try for detection of Covid-19
has crossed 23 crore and the
cumulative positivity rate was
at 4.98 per cent. India’s tests per
day per million population is
more than 140 and the daily
positivity rate is 3.37 per cent
as of Thursday, it said, adding
the country was fast approach-
ing a milestone of immunising
4 crore people.

A total of 3,71,43,255
Covid-19 vaccine doses have
been administered through
6,15,267 sessions, according
to the provisional report.

&�(�� ���������

Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin

Gadkari on Thursday
announced the much awaited
vehicle scrappage policy in the
Lok Sabha and offered five per
cent discount to those buying
new vehicles after scraping
their old ones.

Rules for fitness tests and
scrapping centres are to come
into effect from October 1,
2021.

The voluntary vehicle
scrapping policy provides for
fitness test after 20 years for
personal vehicle while com-
mercial ones would require it
after 15 years.

“The vehicle manufactur-
ers are advised to provide a dis-
count of five per cent on pur-
chase of new vehicle against the
scrapping certificate”, said
Gadkari.

The State Governments
may be advised to offer a road
tax rebate of up to 25 per cent
for personal vehicles and up to
15 per cent for commercial
vehicles. The registration fees
may also be waived for pur-
chase of new vehicles against
the scrapping certificate.

Stating it to be a win-win
policy for scrapping old vehi-
cles, Gadkari said recycling
will reduce cost of compo-
nents for the automobile indus-
try. The Minister said, “Scrap
value for the old vehicle given
by the scrapping centre will be
approximately 4-6 per cent of
the ex-showroom price of a

new vehicle”.
A vehicle failing the fitness

test or failing to get a renewal
of its registration certificate
may be declared as “end of life
vehicle”.

“The policy is aimed at
reducing the population of old
and defective vehicles, bringing
down vehicular air pollutants,
improving road and vehicular
safety,” Gadkari said.

Continued on Page 4

�������������	���������������	������
�������	
�����������������������������������������
������

���������	
�����
�������	������������
���
���������������
���������������������
����������������������
���������� �� 

!����
�����
��"���#������$
��

&�(�� ���������

Amid a surge in Covid-19
cases, the Union Health

Ministry said that 400 patients
have been found to be affect-
ed with the UK, South Africa
and Brazil mutant variants of
the coronavirus which is far
more contagious than the first
virus. On March 4, the coun-
try had recorded 242 cases
with these variants while 158
cases were reported in the
last two weeks.

On December 29, the
mutant strain from the United
Kingdom was first reported in
India in six passengers who
had returned from Britain.
These were the first cases of a
mutant strain in the country.

“The total number of cases
with the UK, South Africa and
Brazil variants of the Covid
virus in the country as on date
is 400,” the Ministry said in a
statement.

On whether the people
who have been infected once
could get re-infected by the
new virus strain, Minister of
State for Health Ashwini
Choubey cited the example of
three countries where the pan-
demic is being driven by the
variant mutants of SARS-CoV-
2 virus.

He said as per World

Health Organisation, in these
three countries, the new strain
has shown the potential to
reinfect persons who have
been previously infected with
SARS-CoV-2.

The three variants are
believed to be more contagious
or easier to catch.

“No case of re-infection by
mutant variants of SARS-CoV-
2 virus has been reported
from India so far,” the Minister
said.

A genomic consortium of
10 regional laboratories with
the National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) as
the apex laboratory has been
established to perform genom-
ic sequencing of the samples
from positive travellers. It
found that about 5 per cent of
the positive test samples are
from the community.

The news has come
against the backdrop of
Maharashtra reporting an
upsurge in Covid-19 cases.
The State accounts for over 63
per cent of the daily coron-
avirus cases.
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The number of people vac-
cinated in Delhi each day

will be raised from around
40,000 to 1.25 lakh, according
to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

Asserting that the recent
rise in Covid-19 cases in Delhi
is not a cause of worry, the CM
said on Thursday in a Press
conference that the number of
vaccination centres in Delhi
will be doubled from 500 to

1,000 and they will
open from 9 am to 9
pm. 

In the last three
days, the number of
daily Covid-19 cases
in Delhi has
increased to over 500, he said,
adding that though it was a
“negligible” rise, his
Government has directed offi-
cials for stricter tracking, trac-
ing and isolation of cases.

Appealing to the Centre to
open vaccination for all instead

of prescribing who
were eligible to get it
first, Kejriwal asserted
that all the people of
Delhi can be admin-
istered the Covid-19
vaccine in three

months if the restrictions were
lifted and enough supply of
vaccine was ensured.

He appealed to the Centre
to decentralise vaccination
process so that States can carry
out immunisation on a war
footing. 
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Khela shesh hobe… vikas
arombho hobe (game will

be over and development will
commence).” That is how
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday countered Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s “khela hobey” (the
game will be played) rhetoric.
Modi was speaking at a huge
election rally in Purulia.

Alleging that the dynamics
of Mamata’s Government were
appeasement, syndicate, cor-
ruption and extortion, Modi
said in the name of bringing
Poriborton (change) the
Trinamool Congress had in the
past one decade had perpe-
trated a goonda raj.

“Didi has made appease-
ment, mafia raj and corruption
the corner stone of her gover-
nance where coal, cow and
sand mafia rule where violence
is perpetrated on the common
man and where people’s money
is stolen,” Modi said.

“It is because of Didi’s
appeasement policy that non-
stop infiltration is taking place
in Bengal,” the Prime Minister
said, adding the Chief Minister
had “only one thing in her
mind and that is vote bank pol-
itics. All that game would be
over now, he said, adding “O
Didi, you played for 10 years.
Now the game will end and
development will begin.”

“Bengal made up its mind
and earlier gave a lesson to the
TMC in 2019 by cutting its
strength of MPs to half and
now this time it would be
‘poori saaf ’ (it will be com-
pletely wiped out)… As she can
see what is going to come, Didi
is taking out her frustration on
me,” Modi said, wishing her
early recovery from ankle
injury sustained in Nandigram.

Continued on Page 4
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After Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s attack on

the TMC regime in West
Bengal, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said Bengal would
never tolerate the outside goons
who are coming to this State
with wads of cash in order to
purchase votes.

“Those who are jumping in
the name of poriborton in
Bengal will lose the elections
not only in Bengal but also else-
where … Bengal will lead the
way and after they are defeat-
ed in Bengal it will be difficult
for them to save Delhi… then
the real poriborton will come
in Delhi,” she said.

Mamata, who was address-
ing a rally at West Midnapore,
said if the BJP came to power
they will implement NRC, and
NPA which would lead to loss
of citizenship for the locals.

“The BJP will omit the
names of citizens and will evict
you from your land,” she said. 

“The TMC will never allow
NPR or NCA… Not a single
member of any family, no cit-
izen of the country can be
evicted from Bengal,” she said.

Attacking the PM for copy-
ing the word poriborton from
her books, she said it is my cre-
ation and they are using it as
they have done by copying all
the welfare schemes she start-
ed in Bengal like and imple-
menting them nationally.

Meanwhile, violence erupt-
ed in places like Bhatpara and
Nandigram after alleged TMC
supporters attacked the BJP
members, sources said.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday termed as “whol-

ly unacceptable” the Madhya
Pradesh High Court order set-
ting “rakhi” tying as a condition
of bail to an accused in a sex-
ual offence case, saying it
“transforms a molester into a
brother, by a judicial man-
date”.

The SC also issued a slew
of directions to be followed by
judges while dealing with sex-
ual offence cases, saying certain
attitudes such as references to
survivors’ previous consent,
promiscuous behaviour, cloth-
ing and so on should “never
enter judicial verdict”.

The top court’s judgment

came on a plea by nine citizens
against the high court verdict
imposing “bizarre” bail condi-
tion of “rakhi” tying on the
accused by the victim. They
had also sought clear directions
to all courts to refrain from
imposing “irrelevant, freaky
or illegal bail conditions”.

A bench of justices AM

Khanwilkar and S Ravindra
Bhat set aside the HC verdict
and said, “This court...Holds
that the use of reasoning/lan-
guage which diminishes the
offence and tends to trivialise
the survivor, is especially to be
avoided under all circum-
stances.”

“Using rakhi tying as a
condition for bail, transforms
a molester into a brother, by a
judicial mandate. This is whol-
ly unacceptable, and has the
effect of diluting and eroding
the offence of sexual harass-
ment. The act perpetrated on
the survivor constitutes an
offence in law, and is not a
minor transgression that can be
remedied by way of an apolo-
gy, rendering community ser-

vice, tying a rakhi or present-
ing a gift to the survivor, or
even promising to marry her,
as the case may be. 

“The law criminalises out-
raging the modesty of a
woman. Granting bail, subject
to such conditions, renders
the court susceptible to the
charge of re-negotiating and
mediating justice between con-
fronting parties in a criminal
offence and perpetuating gen-
der stereotypes,” said Justice
Bhat who wrote the judge-
ment.

The SC also directed the
Bar Council of India to work
on “training and sensitization
of judges and lawyers, includ-
ing public prosecutors”. 

Continued on Page 4
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All toll booths to be removed
within a year, money will be
collected based on GPS imag-
ing, Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari told Parliament.
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As the number of Covid-19
cases reported surge in

Delhi, Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Thursday
asked people to be cautious and
observe all safety norms and
not get complacent about the
pandemic situation in the
national Capital.

“The positivity rate of
Delhi was 0.6 per cent which
was the lowest compared to
States like Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Kerala, Punjab, M.P
and Haryana. The positivity
rate is between 0.6-0.8 per
cent and since the past two
months, it is under one per
cent. For the past 5 months, it
has been under five per cent. 

“Today, Delhi has a posi-
tivity rate of only 0.6 per cent
while Maharashtra has a posi-
tivity rate of 19.32 per cent M.P
has 4.89 per cent, Punjab has
4.96 per cent, while Kerala
saw positivity rate of 3.49 per
cent, Gujarat saw a rate of 1.92
per cent and Haryana was at
2.88 per cent. When compared
to all, Delhi has the lowest pos-
itivity rate,” he said.

The situation in Delhi is
well within control as com-
pared to other States. But I will
still emphasise staying cau-
tious of the coronavirus, he
said.

The Minister also said that
Delhi's testing capacity is five
times that of the national aver-
age and that the Delhi govern-
ment was very careful and
aware. “Delhi is well within the
safe arena. Everyone should
continue to wear a mask and
follow proper social distancing.

Responding to queries sur-
rounding the surge in infection
given the upcoming festive
season, the Minister said, “The
benchmark set by WHO is 1, 5
and above 5 per cent. Right
now the positivity rate is below
1 per cent and the fluctuation
of the positivity rate is normal,
as the Coronavirus has not
completely cured.''

Talking about the meeting
that was conducted by the
Prime Minister of India, Jain
said, ''The testing capacity in
Delhi has been increased to
80,000 per day, which is the
highest in the country. We are
testing at a capacity that is five
times that of the national aver-
age which is why we can iden-
tify and effectively treat the
active cases.''

''We are effectively moni-
toring people that are coming
to Delhi from various states.
Strict instructions have been
issued to adhere to corona
protocols. Ahead of the festive
season, people get relaxed and
it is my humble request to all

to not defy the precautions to
be taken. It is our humble
appeal to all Delhiites to main-
tain social distancing,” he said.

Speaking about the latest
proposal of the Central
Government to amend the
GNCTD Act, Jain said, "It is
unfortunate that the Central
Government is bringing a law
to change the Constitution.
Article 239A of the Indian
Constitution clearly states that
Delhi will have its government
which will form a Vidhan
Sabha and the elected govern-
ment will be accountable to the
Vidhan Sabha. Now the central
government wants to change
Delhi's elected government
with Lieutenant Governor
(LG).

“The real reason why the
Central Government is stress-
ing to bring this change is that
it wants to delay the develop-
mental works in Delhi. We
have got independence from
British rule after a long strug-
gle. Even in those times, the
elected government used to
report to the Viceroy. The
same thing BJP wants to bring
in the 73rd year of indepen-
dence which is unacceptable,"
he said.

The Minister further said
that it was a tactic to delay the
developmental work in the
Capital. 
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The resident doctors of the
Hindu Rao Hospital that

run by the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation (NMC)
have decided to go on a mass

casual leave on Thursday to
press for release of their pend-
ing salaries.

The ‘Resident Doctors
Association’ (RDA) in a state-
ment issued late night on
Wednesday threatened that its
members will go on a complete
indefinite strike, if the demands
are not met.

Their demands include
release of all pending salaries
from December 2020, along
with previous year's arrears,
immediately, the RDA said in
a letter dated March 17, writ-
ten to the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation's com-
missioner.

This is an "intimation
regarding mass casual leave on
March 19, followed by com-
plete indefinite strike from
March 22, if all salaries with
arrears are not released along
with interest and regular seat
vacancies are not issued at the
earliest", it said.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal thanked
his West Bengal counterpart Mamata

Banerjee for coming out in his support against
the Centre's bill that gives overarching power to

t h e
L ieutenant
G o v e r n o r
(LG), saying
anyone who
s u p p o r t s
India and its
demo crac y
cannot sup-
port the legis-
lation.

In a
t w e e t ,
Kejriwal also
wished for
B a n e r j e e ' s
"handsome
victory" in
the upcoming
polls in West
B e n g a l .
"Thank you
Didi for sup-

porting people of Delhi against Centre's uncon-
stitutional step. Anyone who supports India and
its democracy cannot support this Bill. I hope
BJP govt will withdraw this Bill. Please take care
of your health. I also pray for your handsome
victory in coming elections," Arvind Kejriwal
tweeted.

Banerjee extended support to Kejriwal over
the Government of National Capital Territory
of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021.

"I am sorry to say Prime Minister, I respect
your chair, but it is very unfortunate that you
want the Lieutenant Governor to have more
powers than the elected Chief Minister. I con-
demn this and I think every democratic citizen
of this country will oppose it. I support Arvind
Kejriwal and the elected government but I can-
not support a nominated person," Banerjee said
on Wednesday.

The GNCTD (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was
introduced in the Lok Sabha by Union Minister
of State for Home G Kishan Reddy on Monday.

According to the bill, the "government" in
the city would mean the "Lieutenant Governor"
in context of any law made by the legislative
assembly.

The bill also makes it mandatory for the
Delhi government to take the opinion of the LG
before any executive action.
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Giving a major boost to
upgrade and strengthen

security, Gurugram Police
Commissioner KK Rao on
Thursday inaugurated a hi-
tech and fully functional police
station at Vatika India Next
Township, Sector 83 in
Gurugram. Which is already
home to more than 30,000
residents.

"The Vatika Group has
handed over this fully-opera-

tional police station to us.
Before this, We were running
the 'Kheri Daula police station'
operations through a rented
private building as the con-
struction of this building was
delayed due to the Covid-19
pandemic. 

This building is equipped
with all the necessary and
modern amenities and will
give a huge relief to the resi-
dents of the nearby areas," said
KK Rao, Commissioner of
Gurugram Police.

New Delhi: Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor, accused in a
case related to his wife Sunanda
Pushkar's death, has told a
Delhi court that he should be
discharged as various investi-
gations have been conducted by
experts but they have not given
a "definite opinion on the cause
of death".

Tharoor, represented by
Senior Advocate Vikas Pahwa,
sought discharge in the case,
saying there was no evidence
against him to prove the
offence punishable under either
section 498A (husband or rel-
ative of husband of a woman
subjecting her to cruelty) or
306 (abetment of suicide) of

IPC.
Pahwa said her death

should be treated as accidental.
Pushkar was found dead in a
suite of a luxury hotel in the
city on the night of January 17,
2014. The couple was staying in
the hotel, as the official bun-
galow of Tharoor was being
renovated at that time.

Pahwa told special judge
Geetanjli Goel on Wednesday
that during the course of the
investigation there have been a
plethora of reports by experts
before the investigating offici-
er (IO) but there was 'no defi-
nite opinion on the cause of
death'.

“These reports have been

drafted by some of the nation's
most renowned doctors &
forensic experts. Furthermore,
a psychological autopsy was
conducted in this investigation.

“All of these reports have
one thing in common that is
'no definite opinion on the
cause of death'. As experts
have failed to establish death by
suicide or homicide, one must
conclude that the death would
fall into the only remaining cat-
egory which is accidental
death,” Pahwa told.

He added that even after
years of investigation by the
police, the prosecution has
failed to conclusively identify
the cause of death.
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Delhi’s own school educa-
tion board DBSE has been

registered and an official noti-
fication detailing its modalities
is expected soon, according to
officials at the Directorate of
Education (DoE). The Delhi
Board of School Education
(DBSE), which was approved
by the Cabinet on March 6, was
registered on Tuesday.

"The board was officially
registered on Tuesday and is
expected to bring a most-
awaited reform in the school
assessment system.  "To start
with, 20 to 25 Delhi govern-
ment schools will be affiliated
to DBSE from the 2021-22
academic session. 

Consultations are on with
principals, teachers and parents
concerned to decide upon
which schools will be affiliat-
ed with the board in the first
phase," a senior DoE official
said.

According to the official,
the modalities are being
worked out and a notification
detailing everything is expect-
ed soon. The board will have a
governing body chaired by the
education minister.

It will also have an execu-

tive body for day-to-day func-
tions will be headed by a CEO.
Both bodies will have experts
from industries the education
sector, principals of govern-
ment and private schools, and
bureaucrats, the official added.

At present, there are about
1,000 government and 1,700
private schools in Delhi, near-
ly all of which are affiliated with
the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE).

In July last year, the Delhi
government had constituted
two committees to prepare the
scheme and framework for the
formation of the state educa-
tion board and for curriculum
reforms.

Announcing the cabinet
approval,  Delhi  Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
said the present education
system focuses only on learn-
ing by rote that needs to be
changed. 

He added that high-end
technique will be used to 
teach students of the new edu-
cation board.

He had said that all schools
in the national capital will not
be brought under the new
education board in one go and
private schools will have an
option to choose from
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a 23-year-old man while

his juvenile friend has been
apprehended from Agra for
allegedly stabbing a person to
death in Dwarka area. The
accused has been identified as
Salman, a resident of Mahavir
Enclave. According to police,
the victim, Pankaj, was seriously
injured and shifted to DDU
hospital after he was stabbed by
the juvenile during a scuffle in
Dabri on Sunday. The victim
died during treatment.

“The accused, Salman went
absconding along with his
friend. The two were held on
Monday in Agra,” said Santosh
Kumar Meena, the DCP,
Dwarka district.

“After a brawl erupted
between Salman and Pankaj
over the latter's girlfriend in her
presence, the accused called his
juvenile friend for help. During
the scuffle, the juvenile stabbed
Pankaj with a knife and fled
from the spot,” said the DCP. 
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“Besides, it will help in
achieving better fuel efficiency,
formalising the informal vehi-
cle scrapping industry, and
boost the availability of low-
cost raw materials for the auto-
motive, steel and electronics
industry,” he said.

Gadkari also emphasised
that work is underway to intro-
duce schemes that will make
India the world’s largest auto-
mobile hub in the next 5 years.

The scrappage policy
increase in RC and fitness cer-
tificate renewal fee for person-
al and commercial vehicles
respectively, additional penal-
ty for delay in renewal of cer-
tificates and additional levy of
green tax on old vehicles by
States also proposed. Those
failing in mandatory automat-
ed fitness test to be deregistered
automatically, he said.
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From Page 1

Giving some illustrations,
the verdict said the language
and reasoning trivializing the
survivor should be avoided
“under all circumstances”. 

“Thus, the following con-
duct, actions or situations are
hereby deemed irrelevant, e.G. -
- to say that the survivor had in
the past consented to such or
similar acts or that she behaved
promiscuously, or by her acts or
clothing, provoked the alleged
action of the accused, that she
behaved in a manner unbecom-
ing of chaste or ‘Indian’ women,
or that she had called upon the
situation by her behaviour, etc.

“These instances are only
illustrations of an attitude which
should never enter judicial verdicts
or orders or be considered relevant
while making a judicial decision;
they cannot be reasons for grant-
ing bail or other such relief,” it said.

�����-�(((



��������%������������������ ��������� !�"#"�

��!�����1�*-��� ���������

The US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA)-

approved leprosy drug, clofaz-
imine, which is on the World
Health Organization’s list of
Essential Medicines, has been
found to have antiviral activi-
ties against SARS-CoV-2 and
initial trials show that it pre-
vents the exaggerated inflam-
matory response associated
with severe Covid-19.

Based on the tests on ham-
sters—an animal model for
Covid-19, the scientists found
that clofazimine lowered the
amount of virus in the lungs,
including when given to
healthy animals prior to infec-
tion (prophylactically). The
drug also reduced lung dam-
age and prevented “cytokine
storm,” an overwhelming
inflammatory response to
SARS-CoV-2 that can be dead-
ly.

Based on these findings, a
Phase 2 study evaluating clo-
fazimine as an at-home treat-
ment for Covid-19 is on the
anvil anytime soon, said a
study published in the journal
nature.

“Clofazimine is an ideal
candidate for a Covid-19 treat-
ment. It is safe, affordable,
easy to make, taken as a pill
and can be made globally
available,” said co-senior
author Sumit Chanda, profes-

sor and director of the
Immunity and Pathogenesis
Program at Sanford Burnham
Prebys.

“We hope to test clofaz-
imine in a Phase 2 clinical trial
as soon as possible for people
who test positive for COVID-
19 but are not hospitalised.
Since there is currently no
outpatient treatment available
for these individuals, clofaz-
imine may help reduce the
impact of the disease, which is

particularly important now as
we see new variants of the virus
emerge and against which the
current vaccines appear less
efficacious.”

Discovered in 1954 and
used to treat leprosy,
Clofazimine was initially iden-
tified by screening one of the
world’s largest collections of
known drugs for their ability to
block the replication of SARS-
CoV-2.

“The animals that received

clofazimine had less lung dam-
age and lower viral load, espe-
cially when receiving the drug
before infection,” said co-
author Ren Sun, professor at
the University of Hong Kong
and professor at the University
of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA).

Clofazimine also worked
synergistically with remde-
sivir, the current standard-of-
care treatment for people who
are hospitalised due to

COVID-19.
“Potentially most impor-

tantly, clofazimine appears to
have pan-coronavirus activity,
indicating it could be an
important weapon against
future pandemics,” said co-
senior author Kwok-Yung
Yuen, chair of Infectious
Diseases at the University of
Hong Kong, who discovered
the coronavirus that causes
severe acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS). 
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The Opposition on Thursday
raised a din in the Rajya

Sabha forcing repeated
adjournments against the
Insurance (Amendment)Bill
2021 hiking the Foreign Direct
Investment(FDI)in the sector
to 74 per cent from the current
49 per cent.

The Congress demanded
that the Bill be referred to the
standing committee as the pro-
posed law will put “the coun-
try into trouble.” The House
witnessed uproar when Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
moved the Bill in the post
lunch Session. The agitated
members also rushed into the
well.

Later, Sitharaman gave a
detailed reply on the Bill and
said in the Bill the FDI limit was
not a compulsion as it sets only
upper limit. Increasing limit
does not mean automatic for-
eign investment to that level to
all companies. Every company
will decide for themselves,
whether they want that money,
to what extent & so on, she said.
When the Bill was put to voice
vote, the Opposition staged a
walk out. The Bill was passed.

Earlier, Leader of
Opposition and senior
Congress leader Mallikarjun

Kharge said the Bill will put the
people of country in “trouble”
adding the Insurance Act 1938
is being amended for the third
time under the BJP.

The Act was first amended
during Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
tenure when 26 per cent FDI
was allowed in the insurance
sector, he said, adding later in
2015, the law was amended fur-
ther to allow 49 per cent FDI
and now the amendment is for
allowing 74 per cent FDI.

“I want the Bill scrutinised
to address the gaps and it
should be referred to a stand-
ing committee,” the Congress
leader said as his party col-
leagues rose in support of the
demand and began shouting
slogans. 

Amid sloganeering, BJP
leader Bhupender Yadav said
Kharge’s statement was “factu-
ally incorrect”. Firstly, the
Opposition has not given a

motion to refer the Bill to a
select committee under Rule 71
and 72, he said. Secondly, he
added, this is the only bill
which has been examined by a
standing committee, the Law
Commission and the
Narasimhan Commission and
even a select committee of the
Upper House.

As Opposition members
trooped into the Well of the
House raising slogans, Deputy
Chairman Harivansh told them
that amendments to refer the
Bill to a select committee has
not been given.

DMK leader Tiruchi Siva
said, “Had the bill been passed
in the Lok Sabha, we could have
given an amendment to refer it
to a select committee. The Bill
has been introduced in our
House, so it could be referred
to a standing committee. The
Bill needs to be scrutinised.” 

As the uproar continued,

the Deputy Chair first
adjourned the House for 10
minutes. When it reassembled,
the House was again adjourned
for 17 minutes and later for 15
minutes before the discussion
began at 3.15 pm amid com-
motion. As discussion started,
the House was adjourned again

for the fourth time till 3.39 pm
amid uproar. 

Later, the Deputy
Chairman invited Congress
leader Anand Sharma to initi-
ate the discussion on the bill.
But Sharma asked the Deputy
Chairman to hear the Leader of
Opposition for a while first. 

Kharge said, “I am not
going to make a speech. He
(Sharma) will make a speech.
But my request is that this is a
very important matter. It per-
tains to the crore of people’s
lives and crores of rupees are
invested. Nearly 58 companies
are involved in this. Therefore,

we are requesting, you refer this
bill to standing committee and
everything will come out.”

The Deputy Chairman
explained that the amendment
for sending the bill to standing
committee is given either by
Government or the Opposition,
but neither has done so in this

case. Addressing Sharma, he
said this Bill is now a property
of the House and the House will
decide about it. 

When Sharma did not start
the discussion on the bill, BJP
member Arun Singh was asked
to speak on the Bill. The
Opposition raised a ruckus.
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Opposition members in the
Lok Sabha on Thursday

raised concerns over the
Government’s “aggressive” dis-
investment and asset moneti-
sation plan and “failures” in
managing the economy.
Participating in a discussion on
Supplementary Demands for
Grants Second batch for 2020-
21, Supriya Sule of NCP said
eight ministries have lined up
asset monetisation plan and the
government’s stake in LIC is
also being diluted. Replying to
Opposition’s charges, Minister

of State for Finance Anurag
Thakur said that the steps
taken by the Government to
deal with COVID-19 pandem-
ic are resulting in ‘V-shaped’
economic recovery and the
country is likely to witness
double digit growth in 2021-22. 

“I understand a certain
amount of disinvestment is the
need of the hour, considering
that we are in the global game.
But aggressively? Why is the
Government in such a hurry
for eight ministries... Which are
all in a lucrative business and
also LIC... That is a concern,”
said Supriya Sule. Countering

her, Thakur said the Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC) is
not being privatised and an
Initial Public Offering (IPO) is
being planned. 

Margani Bharat of the
YSRCP asked the Government
not to go ahead with the pri-
vatisation of Vizag Steel Plant or
RINL and suggested that it
could be merged with SAIL. He
said that Rashtriya Ispat Nigam
Limited (RINL) has clocked �
200 crore profit before COVID-
19 and suggested that the
Centre and the Andhra Pradesh
State Gcould work out a way to
turn it profitable again. Saptagiri

Ulaka of the Congress alleged
that although the government
was hell-bent on disinvestment
and sets high targets, it doesn’t
have a strategy and hence no
one is buying Air India.
Participating in the discussion,
Vinayak Raut (Shiv Sena) said
that rising prices of petrol and
diesel have made the common
man’s life difficult and demand-
ed to know what steps have
been taken to control inflation. 

Replying to a discussion on
the second and final batch of the
supplementary demands for
grants for 2020-21, Anurag
Thakur he said that it was
because of the efforts of the
Government that GST collec-
tion was over �1 lakh crore for
continuously five months.  “The
GST collection in the last five
months was continuously more
than �1lakh crore...Because of
the steps taken by the govern-
ment during Covid, V-shaped
economic recovery is happen-

ing. And world over, agencies
have stated India will witness
double digit growth in 2021-22,”
said Thakur. 

The Minister further said
that the government has pro-
vided additional funds for
programmes such as MNRE-
GA, Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, capital expenditure
for defence, and free food for
80 crore people for eight
months.  He also said that
West Bengal farmers were
deprived of Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi because
of non-cooperation by the
State. 

Participating in the dis-
cussion, Hanuman Beniwal
(RLP) urged the Government
to reduce the prices of petrol
and diesel as these were
impacting the common man.
He regretted that fuel prices
are skyrocketing at a time
when international crude oil
rates have declined.
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Union Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari on

Thursday drew the attention of
the House to road accident
deaths which he said killed
more people last year than
Covid-19.

Maintaining that road
accidents killed more people
than COVID-19 last year,
Gadkari  said the Government
is serious about reducing road
accidents.

During the Question Hour
in the Lok Sabha, the Union
transport minister said the
Government is very much
concerned about road acci-
dents and will have to take all
steps to reduce road accidents.

“Our Government is seri-
ous about reducing road acci-
dents...1.5 lakh people died due
to road accidents in the last one
year which is more than 1.46
lakh deaths due to COVID-19,”
he said.

The Minister further noted
that most of those who died
due to road accidents were
people in the age group of 18-
35.

According to a recent
World Bank report, India
accounts for the highest num-
ber of road accidents globally,

with 1.5 lakh people being
killed and more than 4.5 lakh
crippled annually in 4.5 lakh
road accidents with losses
amounting to 3.14 per cent of
the GDP. 

For his part, BJP MP Sushil
Kumar Singh focused on the
plight of poor in jail by stating
in the Lok Sabha that lakhs of
underprivileged people remain
behind bars on bailable
offences even after getting bail
from courts and demanded
changes in law to help them. 

Highlighting the dismal
state of the poor in jail, the BJP
MP said drastic changes need-
ed in laws to help out the hap-
less poor jailed for small bail-
able offences.

Raising the issue during
the Zero Hour, when members
highlight matters of public
interest, Singh said it is a very
big problem afflicting the poor
across the country. 

These accused neither own
land/home nor any other asset
and even after being granted
bail, they are not able to sub-
mit it, he said. They own no
assets or have no one to ensure
surety for them, he said

Changes should be effect-
ed in law to help them, the MP
from Aurangabad in Bihar
said.
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With �2,904.18 crore
declared assets, the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
the richest political party in the
country, followed by the
Congress with �928.84 crore
and the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) with �738 cr. Among the
regional parties, the highest
assets were declared by
Samajwadi Party (SP)  worth Rs
572.21 cr (28.28%), followed by
BJD worth �232.27 cr and
AIADMK worth �206.75 crore.
“The total assets of seven
national- BJP, Congress, NCP,
BSP, CPI, CPI  (Marxist) and
TMC  and 41 regional parties
in 2018-19 is to be  amounted
to �5349.25 crore and �
2023.71 crore, respectively,”
the Association of Democratic
Reforms (ADR) said in its
report pertaining to assets and
liabilities of the national and
regional parties in 2018-19. The
total liabilities declared the
national and regional parties
amounted to be �213.231 crore.

According to the ADR,
the total assets declared by the
seven national parties in 2016-
17 amounted to �3,260.81 cr
which increased by 6 percent to
�3,456.65 crore in 2017-18. In

case of  regional parties, ADR’s
analysis showed that the assets
and liabilities declared by the 39
regional parties in 2016-17 in
amounted to �1,267.81 crore
while 41 regional parties in
2017-18 declared �1,320.06
crore.

“The liabilities declared by
political parties fall under two
major heads: Borrowings (from
banks, overdraft facilities and
sundry creditors) and other lia-
bilities. Political Parties
declared �123.40 cr (57.87%)
under Other Liabilities and Rs
89.831cr (42.13%) under
Borrowings,” the ADR said.

The Congress has declared
the highest total liabilities of
�78.415 cr (58.75%) followed
by BJP that declared �37.463 cr
(28.06%). The regional politi-
cal parties declared the total
liabilities of �79.751 crore in
2018-19. Regional Parties
declared �47.181 crore under
borrowings and �32.57 crore
under other liabilities. TDP
declared the highest total lia-
bilities of �18.10 cr (22.696%)
followed by JDS that declared
�18.01 cr (22.583%) in 2018-19.

“The lowest capital was
declared by CPI of �24.87 cr
followed by NCP of �31.05 cr,”
it said.
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AParliamentary Committee
has asked Mussoorie-based

Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration
(LBSNAA) to recalibrate its
training and instill a new ser-
vice-oriented professionalism
in civil servants so that they
reach out to the citizens they
serve. Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of
Administration (LBSNAA) is a
premier training institution for
civil services in the country. It
holds a common foundation
course for entrants to the all
India services; Indian Foreign
Service; Group ‘A’ services of the
Union and the Royal Bhutan
Service followed by profession-
al training for the regular
recruits of the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)
and members of the Royal
Bhutan Service. “The commit-
tee is of the view that civil ser-
vices training should be all
encompassing and focus on
behavioural aspects and inter-
personal relations as well,” the
D e p a r t m e n t - R e l a t e d
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law and
Justice said in its 106th report
on Demands for Grants (2021-
22) of the Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pensions,
tabled in Parliament.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wrote to a farmer

from Uttarakhand saying con-
tinuous efforts are being made
to remove every small and big
impediment in the way of farm-
ers’ journey from ‘seed to mar-
ket’ and to ensure the progress
of agriculture. Replying to a
message by Kheemanand
Pandey from Nainital, who had
congratulated the Prime
Minister on the completion of
five years of the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) on
NaMo App, Modi said the
scheme is continuously playing
an important role in protecting
the economic interests of hard-
working farmers by reducing the

risk associated with weather
uncertainties.

Crores of farmers are avail-
ing the benefits of this farmer-
friendly insurance scheme, the
Prime Minister noted in his
reply to Kheemanand’s letter.
Referring to the Government’s
committed efforts towards agri-
culture and farmers’ welfare,
Prime Minister Modi said,
“Through comprehensive cov-
erage and transparent claim
redressal process over the last
five years, the ‘fasal bima’ (crop
insurance) scheme has emerged
as an example of our determined
efforts for farmers’ welfare.”

“Today, continuous efforts
are being made to remove every
small and big impediment in the
way of the farmers’ journey

from the ‘seed to market’ and to
ensure their prosperity and
progress of agriculture,” Modi
wrote in the letter. In his letter
to the farmer, the Prime
Minister also appreciated the
contribution and role of the
people in the progress of the
country.

“With a vision of all-round
development, today the country
is rapidly moving towards build-
ing a strong, prosperous and
self-reliant India,” he said. The
country energised by the con-
fidence of all the citizens is unit-
ed to achieve the national goals,
the PM said and expressed
confidence “that our efforts to
take the country to new heights
on the world stage will be fur-
ther intensified”.
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CRPF Director General
Kuldiep Singh on

Thursday said the Force, in
conjunction with the Army
and J&K police, neutralised
215 terrorists last year and 11
ultras so far this year in the
Valley in operations. The
CRPF also killed 37 Maoists
last year.

In 2020, the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
apprehended 296 terrorists.

The DG said stone-pelt-
ing incidents in the Valley
have “reduced drastically”,
a lthough they have not
stopped completely.

The stone-pelting inci-
dents have now been reduced
to 10 percent of what it used
to be earlier, Singh. He was
addressing a Press confer-
ence on the eve of the Force’s
82nd anniversary.

“In Jammu and Kashmir,
where the force works in
close coordination with the

state police and the Indian
Army, 215 terrorists were
neutralised in 2020 and 11
terrorists were killed this
year,” Singh said.

“Only a few days back, we
neutralised four terrorists in
two different operations. This
included top Jaish comman-
der Sajjad Afghani who was
neutralised in Shopian in a
joint operation,” he said.

During the same period,
eight terrorists surrendered
before the security forces.
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but real, a fake pulled across
our five senses, fooling us with
its fine details? In the movie
Inception, a guy when woken
up feels that it is difficult to
say if he has woken up or gone
to sleep. So getting hung up
on reality is no good.

Abraham Lincoln once
said: “Don’t believe every-
thing you read on Facebook.”
Even George Washington
warned against WhatsApp. I
know you are sceptical about
the quotes. Please Google it
but, let me tell you, it is a bad
habit. If you want to live in
the brave new world of fake,
give up your habit of ques-
tioning everything. Being
rational is no virtue any-
more. These are old-school
things. Don’t be doubting
Thomases. It did him no
good. It does no good to you.

Haven’t you read how fake
news about the death of an ele-
phant, Ashwathama, helped
the Pandavas get rid of
Dronacharya and paved the
way for their victory in the
Mahabharata? We all know
how Krishna pulled off a fake
sunset to save Arjuna from
self-immolation and helped
him exact revenge on Jaidrath.
Does one need more stories to
validate the glory of the “fake”?

Of course, some spoilers
earn their bread and butter

by distinguishing between
the real and the fake. They
run websites like ‘Alt News’.
Good for them but what is
there for us, and for what?
Just to take away from you
those moments of elation
and pride? What purpose
does the news serve when we
are told that a few Chinese
soldiers strayed into our ter-
ritory? It is news better avoid-
ed; better still replaced by a
positive item. Replace it with
pictures of the Chinese sol-
diers’ graves so that people
don’t feel paranoid about
national security. Isn’t that
fake better than the real?

In any case, we can do
nothing more than delete
some Chinese apps on our
Chinese mobile phones. So
why the fuss? Rest assured, we
have a new reality being
woven for us right now, right
here, for our own good.
Nobody would be able to
know what is real and what
isn’t. Fake is being aided by
technology. Photoshopped
images, doctored videos and
edited audios help create an
alternative reality in this ago-
nisingly real or surreal world.
What more could you ask for?

Unlike real news, fake
news is fast and smart. It con-
vinces, motivates and propels
you to act. And what does the

real news do? It upsets you
and spirals you into depres-
sion. The problem is not
fake news. The problem is
that you haven’t completely
adjusted to it.

The stories of Riya’s thug
life and theories of Sushant
Singh Rajput’s murder mys-
tery kept you from watching
on your TV screens the
wrapped-up, lined-up bodies
of Corona victims. Besides,
the former stories were out-
right entertaining. Learn to
enjoy it. Fake news, just like
a fake orgasm, is loaded with
good intentions. Both offer a
feel-good factor to the second
party. A false sense of satis-
faction, but satisfying
nonetheless.

Fake, then, is the new
real. The new textbooks with
new insights on history and
polity, untold theories of the
greatness of a nation and the
stories of heroes hitherto
unknown would help create
an alternative reality. It is so
realistic! So, be prepared
because the floodgates of
fake are wide open.
Meanwhile, just ponder what
the great men had said about
Facebook and WhatsApp!

(The writer is a columnist
and documentary film-maker.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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Often, negative conno-
tations are attributed
to certain words that
are pious and mean

no harm. “Fake”, which has
gained currency in recent times,
is one such word. It does more
good than bad to an individual
or a nation, yet it is scorned. You
may rubbish this right away, but
hang on. What if I told you that
it is rooted in great Indian tra-
ditions, philosophy and popu-
lar culture? Larger good of
humanity is its raison dêtre.
Confused? Read on.

Let’s first onion the whole
concept. Fake is not fictitious
and by no means a lie. It is not
to be confused with “Feku”
which is a Hindi word and has
a different connotation. Fake is
an alternative reality. It furnish-
es a purpose and, that too,
rather cut-price.

Fake is all around us. Having
fake Ray-Ban glasses, fake Nike
sneakers, fake Louis Vuitton
bags that we all so proudly
sport, is popular culture. Why
do people buy fakes? Well, the
real may be too expensive and
beyond reach. Exactly! Fake
offers an alternative to an unaf-
fordable reality. It gives you a
sense of pride in your existence.

You may not have realised
but we do it all the time. We
don’t mind a fake smile while
entering a plane. We don’t mind
faking emotions — clapping for
a performance you hated or
smiling at the stranger who
stepped on your toes is so much
part of you and me. We are all
walking, talking fakes. Then
why such a hullabaloo?

Fake gives you that coveted
space in your national life. It
helps you feel proud of the
nation you belong to. Now that
it is done with such élan that one
should feel rather blessed. Fake
news is a work of art and has a
pre-defined purpose. It makes
you feel happy and content.

Now that faking has
emerged as a fine art, we have all
the more reasons to embrace it
with open arms. For those who
might have moral compunctions
in doing so, I have this to say:
Don’t you believe in the concept
of “Maya”; this world is anything

SOUNDBITE
��������	
���������������
Sir — The introduction of National Capital
Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021,
by the Modi Government is to circumscribe
the powers of the Delhi Government and
to confer more powers on the Lieutenant
Governor (L-G); who is an appointee and
an agent of the  Union Government. The
move is ill-advised and regressive, to say the
least.

The context in which the Bill is intro-
duced is significant; it is linked to the BJP’s
adverse political relationship with the AAP
and its inability to reconcile with the AAP’s
stronghold over the Capital. It is an attempt
to invert democracy to elevate the L-G to
the status akin to that of the Viceroy dur-
ing the British Raj and make him synony-
mous with the “Government”.  It is indeed
our understanding that a piece of legislation
should not be motivated by political con-
siderations.  A law should be above ascrip-
tion to any political motive. But the new Bill
does not meet these basic requirements.

Further, it reflects BJP’s scant regard for
the Supreme Court’s ruling that the Delhi
Government has powers to take its own
independent decisions on all matters other
than police and land. It shows the Centre’s
unwillingness to abide by the Supreme
Court’s verdict and putting in place a
power-sharing arrangement without any
friction between the Union Government
and the Delhi Government.  The Bill’s pas-
sage in Parliament could prove to be an exer-
cise in futility as it won’t stand constitution-
al scrutiny. We urge the Government to
show respect for electoral democracy and
drop the move.

G David Milton  | Tamil Nadu
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Sir — It’s a welcome move that the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Law and Justice has stated that holding
simultaneous polls will reduce the burden
on the exchequer as well as the expenditure
of political parties and ensure that human
resources are utilised optimally. The BJP -
led-NDA Government strongly favours
simultaneous elections, having registered

resounding wins in successive Parliament
polls, but the fragmented Opposition is not
so enthusiastic about it. 

Further, the collapse of the Governments
will discourage the Opposition to go forward
for “one nation, one election”. The frequent
imposition of the Model Code of Conduct
cripples governance and impedes develop-
ment; hence it makes sense to club the elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha, State Assemblies and
local bodies. Any move to curtail or extend
the tenure of some Assemblies has to be well
thought out in the face of constitutional hur-
dles. It is expected from all the parties that
they should come forward in the interest of
the country and implement the idea of “one
nation, one election”. 

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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Sir — Indian cities are polluted and resi-

dents are forced to breathe the poisonous
air. This is due to indiscriminate urbanisa-
tion and the pollution caused by vehicles.
Adoption of electric vehicles is not  as expe-
ditious as it should be and this is a matter
of concern. 

Our cities are not suffering only from
air pollution but land and water pollution
also are making life miserable for the citi-
zens. Despite water treatment plants, there
is a need to install water purifiers at home.
The Governments have failed to supply
potable drinking water. Also, garbage is nei-
ther properly dumped nor scientifically dis-
posed. It causes several diseases and vari-
ous bacteria and virus attack our immune
system.  

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Estimates by social impact organisations sug-
gest that at any given time there are more
than 25 million trafficked people in the

country. Human trafficking can take many
forms, be it forced labour, bonded labour, sex-
ual slavery, organ harvesting, or the commercial
sexual exploitation of women and children. In
India, the underprivileged and minority groups
are often at the highest risk of exploitation due
to factors such as extreme poverty, low levels of
education and lack of viable livelihood oppor-
tunities. The problem of human trafficking is a
multidimensional one and, to be effectively
addressed, it requires coordination across a spec-
trum of stakeholders like the Government,
industry, social enterprises, civil society, non-
Government organisations (NGOs), the local
community and media. Over the last few
decades, organisations in India have increasing-
ly focused on combating trafficking, with a stress
on safeguarding the most vulnerable, through
engagement with Government bodies, focusing
on rehabilitation of survivors, providing them
with livelihood opportunities and sensitising
community stakeholders. These efforts, howev-
er, are isolated in nature, highlighting the need
to create an enabling environment for implemen-
tation agencies to collaborate, scale and sustain
their efforts. 

Key gaps and challenges in the anti-
human trafficking ecosystem: The anti-human
trafficking (AHT) solution ecosystem in India
predominantly focuses on the delivery of services
to survivors, as opposed to building, strength-
ening and actively addressing gaps in the exist-
ing AHT solution systems. A recent study by
Sattva included a survey of 59 AHT organisa-
tions across 16 States, along with 120 institution-
al stakeholders and 52 survivor groups to iden-
tify gaps in the AHT ecosystem. The study found
that while 96 per cent of the surveyed organi-
sations focused on delivering immediate rescue,
care and support services to the survivors, only
42 per cent focused on building, strengthening,
and actively addressing gaps in the existing AHT
systems. Thus, there is a strong need for a bal-
anced approach between these two functions of
AHT programmes, with the disconnect often
leading to structural and systematic gaps and
challenges.

The recovery system can also often be dis-
organised and a lack of viable livelihood oppor-
tunities, holistic reintegration mechanisms and
social stigma can lead to re-trafficking of sur-
vivors. Even though there is increasing collab-
oration between organisations across various
intervention types in the ecosystem, most
stakeholders continue to operate in silos with lit-
tle coordination across State and national bor-
ders. Due to the lack of collaboration, implemen-
tation organisations also report having a high
dependence on funders.

The study suggested that other critical gaps
have crept in across the ecosystem due to a lack
of tailored interventions at the initial stages of
trafficking prevention, along with an absence of
robust tracking mechanisms leading to informa-
tion asymmetry across the ecosystem when it
comes to the scope or scale of the problem. The
absence of standard procedures to guide rescue

operations, the lack of logistical
and safety precautions in place for
field staff and the aforementioned
information asymmetry often put
both the rescue team and the res-
cued survivor at risk.

Additionally, an overall lack of
awareness associated with legal
processes and challenges in engag-
ing with local police can often
result in only a small percentage of
survivors receiving legal support,
and results in an overall poor rate
of convictions. 

Another critical gap in the
ecosystem pivots around the low
capacity of rehabilitation homes —
this is magnified when juxtaposed
against the increasing need for
rehabilitation both in transit and
within communities for survivors,
followed along with targeted qual-
ity mental health counselling and
medical interventions. 

Solving the gaps in the AHT
landscape: Keeping in mind the
structural and systematic nature of
the gaps in the ecosystem, there is
a primary need for strengthening
the capacity and engagement of
implementing organisations and
other stakeholders in the overall
AHT ecosystem. It is critical to
start working towards collabora-
tion and coordination, given the
expanding nexus of traffickers,
especially within the context of
emergencies like the COVID-19
pandemic. 

These traffickers can range
from opportunistic individuals to
sophisticated criminal organisa-

tions with multi-jurisdictional
activity. Combating them effective-
ly needs a multidisciplinary
approach that can influence larg-
er ecosystems, social policy and
drive legislative change while
strengthening the capacity of grass-
roots organisations.  

The study finds that the organ-
isations with funded AHT pro-
grammes need to widen their
reach and partnership beyond
local authorities and begin engage-
ment at the State or national level.
These efforts need to be in collab-
oration with organisations work-
ing across different parts of the
survivor life cycle and geographies.
On-ground organisations are often
burdened with various other chal-
lenges relating to implementation
and need support from stake-
holders across the ecosystem to
design holistic interventions which
consider all survivor needs.

Collaborative efforts and mea-
sures need to be taken at the sys-
temic, programmatic and delivery
level to ensure a comprehensive
response to human trafficking.
Across stakeholders, the creation
of common data repositories and
investments in centralised tracking
systems is an important step that
could be a means to prevent re-
trafficking. 

This could be coupled with a
means to incorporate feedback
mechanisms, wherein survivors
provide feedback to the imple-
menting organisations on sup-
port received from Government

officers and access to Government
schemes.

Overall, there is also an inher-
ent need to build the capacity of
the grassroots implementing
organisations to solve the gaps
within the human  ecosystem.
Revisiting how interventions are
driven, moving from an individ-
ual leader-led approach to a more
effective distribution of responsi-
bilities, along with designing con-
textualised interventions for the
prevention of human trafficking
with external audit and evalua-
tions, can be helpful. 

Moreover, creating networks of
organisations working in different
States and networks that are fun-
der-led across areas of intervention
will allow greater collaboration,
and allow them to leverage cross-
learnings and encourage knowl-
edge sharing. Aside from strength-
ening legal action and processes,
funder-led approaches for financial
aid or capacity building for NGOs
can lead to immense eventual
value for survivors, be it through
rehabilitation, medical care, or
the provision of mental healthcare.  

Fundamentally though, an
increased focus on survivor and
community-led and community-
centric solutions is imperative.
The Indian AHT ecosystem needs
to move beyond treating survivors
as victims and rather empower and
create survivor leadership models
wherein the victims can grow
within the ecosystem and influence
it. 

*���67*��	�� ����������������!��%� �������
��$����!!����
��!	����
����
�������#����

���	��
������!!�����
�����#������������������ �	
��$����
���������	�������	�� ����

&#/������ ��6
!7



�!�����:�7�����
����������

�������7������
7��������7��

������7 ����7��
��������7�

�;���;��7���
��������7����
7�����!��7��

�������7����7��
��;��

���� �7�;2
��!���7�������
��7��!��7����

�������!��:
;�!�������;���

����!�����
������@���

���������7���
;���������7�!�
���7����7������

������������7���:
��������7�
���������

���7�O7�������
��7��!��7����

����7��
���!��7������

��;��
7�������������7�
�O7����������7

�����!����7����:
��������������

������	�	
��	���
�	��
	�����	���
�	�����
�	��
	��	��
	����
�(
���	�	�
�	��������	��	������	������
���	���	
�
��
�	��	����(
���
	��
	�����	���������	��	�������������	�������
��	#�
	I���	�������

����������	��	+�����	��
	>,�	���������	���	)����	�
�
	����
�	��������
�	>,	$�
���
��	)�
	E��
��	#�
	�������	
�
������	���������	��
	$�
��
����
�
��	����
�	���
�	��
	�����������	�������
	��
	�������	����
�(
���	�����	�������	��	���
	���
��
�	��	�����
	������	�����
��
��	#���
��	��
	����������	���	+����	��	������	���
��	����	��
	����	���	�����
�����(
�	���������	����	��	�������
��	,�
�����	���	����(*���	1��	�������	+����
����	�
������
�	��
	�������	���������
	��	�

�	�����
���	��
�	����	��

>,	�����	 �������
	 ��	 
����
	 �
����
	 ��������	 ���������	 ��������	 ��
1���������	���	 
�	�
����	#�
	���	�������
��	�
����
	�����������
�����	
���	���
�	��	����
�	�������	���
	�����
�	��	�����
������	����(

���
	��	���	�����	��
��	��	����
	���	����
��
�	
�
�����	�
�����(
��	���	�
������	�
������	��	����	����
	��	�����	�
	�����	��	�
�����
��
	I���	����
�
��	�����	�
���J	/#���	�
	��
��
	��	�
�����	��	��


�������	���	�
����	�������	��	*@A+�(68�	������	������
	�����

���	����
��	����
�	�����
��
��	���������	��	��
�	����
�	��������	�
��(
������
��	�����
�(�
��������	"�����	�������������
	���
���
���	�����(
�������	���������
	���	������
�	�
��
�	��	�
��	��	�������
	��������0	+�
���
�	��	����
�
	��
�
	������	��
	I���	�
��
��	���
	��
��
�	��	���(
��
	��
��	
������	���	
��������	�	������
	
��
��	�������	�����	�������(
���	��	��
	�
��	����	��
	���
�������	�
�����	���	������
	���������
�
��	��
	�������	����
��
��	
��������	�	�������	�����	��	��������	���	
�
��(
���	�
�������	���
	����������	+��
����
��
	9�+;	���	3%�	��	�
��
	��	�	�����(
�������	�
��	���	��
�������	�
�	�
��������
�	���	�
�
������	�����	����(

�����	���	������	�	������
	������	����	������	+�	��	
����������	��	���

����	�
����
	������	���	��	��
�
	���������	�
�������	������
���	��	�����(

���	�������
�	+����	���	���	����	I���	�
��
�	����
�	���
�
��
����
����	��	��
	�����	���
	��
	����
	���	�

�	����
��
�	��	�	��������
���	����(
����	�����	���	�
	�

�	��	��
	���
	��	�	����	�
��
�
������
	�����	���
��	

1���
	����	���	�

�	����	�����	������
	���	������
	����
��(
�����	��
	����
	��	�����	�
�
����
��	��	�
�	���
���������	���������	���

�
�����	�
��������
�	�

��	��	�
	���
��
��	��	�
�	�
�������	�

��
��	 ������	 �
�����	 �������	 ���
��
�	 ���
���
����
	 ����������	 K��
�������
�	�	�����	��	�����	���	��	
�
�������	
"����
��	���	��	���
�

��	�	�
�����	���
���������	��������	��	�
	���
	��	�
	����	��������	+�	�������
�����	�
�
������	�����	���������	��	��
��	���	������(��
�����	����(
������	��	��	�
��	��	����
�	
��������	��	������	��������	��	���
����
����
��	���	�	�
�����	���	�
���
��	������	�����	�������	#�
	����

�
���
�	���	���
	�����
�	����	�
�	�
��������
��	����	
�
���
	��(
���	��	�
����
�	��
	���
�����	�����
��
�	���	������	+�	+����&�	���
�	�
�
������
�	�
�������(���
�	�
��������	�������	��
	
��
���
	��	���
�������	�����	�
��	��������	���������	��������
	�����	���
��	#���	��
�
�	��
��	���	���	�����
	����������	��	��
	�����	���	���	����
	
���
��

��	����	�	�����
	,���
(����
�	�
�������	������	���	��	��	�������
���
�
�����	#�
	I���	�������	��
	���	�
�������	�
��
��	���	�

�	��
�
�
���	�	����
�	�����	��	���	������	�	�������	�
��
������	����	�
���(
�
��	�����	��	�
	���
	��	����
	��	��
	76��	�
����	�������	
�����	���(
�����
�	C�
�	������	��
	I���	����
�
��	���	���	�
�����	�	�����	�
�
��

�������	������	��	�
������	�������
��	/��	���������	�	��

�	��
��
���
�(���
�	���
��	����
�	��	���
���������	���	��	������
	�
�����	���
�����
���	���	�����
�	���
���	��	����	��	��
	+���($������	���	�
����0
���	��	��
�
	������	��
	�
	��	�
������	�
�����������	�����	��
	�������
���	������	���	I���	�������
�	���
	�����
��
�	��������	��
	�������
�	������	I���	�
��
�����	����	��
	���
�����	��	��������	��	���
	����
�
����	C����
	���	��
	>.	�����	�
	�	����	���
	�����	��
���	

9
��	�����	��	�	������	��������	
��	����	���������	
���	���������;

The humble house spar-
row or Passer domesti-
cus is a bird most of us

grew up with. The chorus of
chirping that greeted one at
sunrise and sunset was as
good as clockwork, but slow-
ly and surely these little
delightful and hyperactive
birds have bid adieu to our
homes and cities. This has
been an ongoing process since
the 1990s.

Designated as the State
bird of Delhi in 2012, the spar-
row has been facing multiple
threats to its very existence
but, curiously, the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List has cate-
gorised the bird as being of
“Least Concern” which means
that it is a species requiring
least conservation attention.
This is concerning consider-
ing that huge swathes of the
sparrow population have dis-

appeared from various cities
in just under a decade.

Each year March 20 is
observed as the World
Sparrow Day and rightly so, as
these birds deserve sincere
conservation efforts because
they have been displaced from
their genuine habitats due to
anthropogenic intervention.
Modern technology-based
outdoor equipment coupled
with rising pollution levels has
disturbed the ambient living
conditions of these birds in
our cities. 

The rapid rise of cell
phone towers and the resul-
tant radiation emission from
these towers, coupled with
noxious pollution levels have
severely challenged the spar-
row population of our cities.
These conditions have been
exacerbated by the burgeon-
ing population of other inva-
sive bird species such as that
of pigeons which not only

reproduce faster but also put
more pressure on the available
food resources. 

These conditions have dri-
ven sparrows to the fringes
and peri-urban locations and
unless supporting measures
are undertaken to protect the
bird, it might disappear from
these locations as well.

As the sparrow becomes
an increasingly rare sight, the
bird’s extinction itself may
not be far off. The avian
species of carrier pigeons
which were in abundance at
the beginning of the 19th
century are nowhere to be
seen now. The same is the case
with the white-backed vulture
which used to be a common
sight in the 1980s but is not
anywhere to be seen now. 

In some cases, fascinating
insectivorous bird species have
succumbed to pesticide poi-
soning. The drongo and bee-
eater birds can be cited as

examples of this tragic occur-
rence. The treatment of crops
with aldrin pesticide to protect
against termites claimed a
huge number of the Sarus
cranes in Rajasthan as these
birds fed on wheat. Post this
blow, the crane population
could never recover and even-
tually disappeared. The ring
dove birds, too, fell for the
aldrin-laced crops and met the
same fate. This indiscriminate
use of pesticide has obliterat-
ed some amazing avian
species forever from our lives.

The house sparrow is
considered to be a social avian

species as it mainly survives
close to human settlements
and largely feeds on grains.
The species is considered as a
hardy survivor as it can adjust
in most weather conditions,
therefore, it is all the more
shocking that this little, strong
bird is now nowhere to be
seen. 

The fate of the species was
sealed due to the acute short-
age of nesting sites in modern
concrete buildings, disappear-
ing kitchen gardens and the
non-availability of a particu-
lar larvae (Helicoverpa
armigera), associated with the
field bean. These adverse con-
ditions, coupled with the ris-
ing heat island effect from
concretised urban settings,
meant that the bird could
also not withstand exception-
ally high temperatures. This
ultimately drove the species to
city fringes where food avail-
ability was a major problem.

The house sparrow plays
a vital role in balancing the
ecological biodiversity of a city
where the flora and fauna sur-
vive due to the complimenta-
ry role played by each one of
them. The extinction of an
entire species is bound to
create an imbalance that can
damage nature’s setting and
eventually harm human sur-
vival, too, as we also are a part
of nature.  

Many not-for-profit insti-
tutions are engaged in breath-
ing life into the dying species
of house sparrows. These spir-
ited efforts of the non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs)
are a valiant fight to keep the
spunky bird alive. However,
unless the Government
throws its weight behind the
activities of these NGOs it
could be akin to fighting a los-
ing battle to save the species.

As a first step, the munic-
ipal corporations must start a

special initiative aimed
towards resuscitating house
sparrows in the cities.
Buildings and other public
spaces must have an enabling
environment in the form of
nesting places to help the
bird get a foothold in urban
spaces. 

NGOs can be roped in to
work with Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) to help
build artificial nests that can
provide a secure place for the
birds to breed and keep their
newborns safe. House spar-
rows are birds of short flight
and, as such, cannot fly long
distances to bring food to
nourish the newborns, so the
RWAs can set up locations
inside residential colonies and
societies where provision of
nutritious bird feed can be
done for the benefit of the
sparrows. If these hardy little
birds are lost forever, it will be
a great loss to mankind. 
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Dang and Reddy are
research consultants while
Puri is research associate,

Sattva Consulting.
The views expressed 

are personal.
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The writer is an 
environmental journalist.

The views expressed 
are personal. 
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The poll battle in Tamil Nadu has
turned out to be a freebies war

between the AIADMK, the DMK and
other outfits vying for power and most
promises seem to be unrealistic. A cur-
sory glance through the election mani-
festos of the Dravidian majors makes one
feel whether this is an election or a free-
bies fair, said S Kalyanaraman, former
executive of the Asian Development
Bank and a former member of the Indian
Railway Accounts Service.

It has already been announced that
the AIADMK would offer Rs 1,500 per
month to the woman head of each fam-
ily, six cooking gas cylinders per year,
washing machines, solar powered cook-
er and stoves, 50 per cent subsidy for
women commuters in all city buses.

The DMK went one step further and
announced Rs 4,000 to each pandemic hit
ration holder, and Rs 100 subsidy on every
cooking gas cylinder. Besides this woman
head of every family in the State would
receive from the DMK, a monthly pay
packet of Rs 1,000.

“All these freebies are announced with
the intention to make the people lazy and
fully dependant on the Government
doles. There are no concrete announce-
ments about what these parties plan to do
to mitigate the drinking water shortage
and make Tamil Nadu self sufficient in
water. What I understand is that Tamil

Nadu’s war for water with Karnataka
would intensify,” said Dr Kalyanaraman,
a strong water for the national water grid.

Both the DMK and the AIADMK are
vying with each other to placate the com-
mon man with cash and kind under the
label of family pension, said  Dr
Kalyanaraman. He also pointed out that
the report by 15th Finance Commission
led by NK Singh had painted a pathetic
picture on the state of economy of Tamil
Nadu and this is due to the freebie cul-
ture.

“Though I scanned the manifestos of
both the parties, I could not find any
action plan to address the employment
problem haunting the State or any solu-
tions to help the mini, small, medium
enterprises (MSME) units in the State, the
main wealth generators,” said Sam
Rajappa, political commentator.

Tamil Nadu lost more than 12,500
lives during the Covid-19 pandemic. One
of the reasons being cited for the spread
of the pandemic was the absence of suf-
ficient space in cities like Chennai for
social distancing. “There are more than
three million persons in Chennai and sub-
urbs who live in unhygienic conditions
and overcrowded locations. Unless this
issue is resolved, we are certain to see
more pandemics and more fatalities,” said
Dr Murukadas, former head of the
department of economics, Madras
University.      

The DMK’s unique promise that it

would bring in special legislation to
make the State free from National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) has
been only made to cheat the voters. “How
is it possible to bring in a legislation to
derail the verdict by the Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court?” asked
Narayanan Thiruppathi, spokesman,
Tamil Nadu BJP.

The AIADMK, in its enthusiasm to
please the Muslim community which is
against the Citizens Amendment Act
(CAA) has assured them through party
manifesto that it would emphasise the
Centre to do away with the contentious
legislation. 

Chief Minister Edappadi Palaniswami
reiterates in all his meetings that the
AIADMK remains a secular party despite
its alliance with the BJP. “This is an indi-
rect way of telling the electorate that the
BJP is a communal organisation,” said
Govindarajan Satyamurthi, political com-
mentator  based in Coimbatore.  

The meaninglessness of the new age
manifesto comes a full circle with the
DMK’s promise that it would retrieve
Katchateeve, the islet in the Bay of
Bengal which was seceded by India to Sri
Lanka in 1976. “To retrieve Katchatheeve
we have to wage a war with Sri Lanka,”
the Centre had told the apex court dur-
ing a hearing on the topic.

“The question is whether DMK has
the wherewithal  for such an adventure,”
said Sathyamurthi.
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In a strange coincidence,
Kadakampalli Surendran, the

Marxist Minister for Temple
Administration and Tourism,
sees himself pitched against
Sobha Surendran, the mercu-
rial BJP leader at
Kazhakoottam in
Thiruvananthapuram district.

Surendran was in the fore-
front to ensure the entry of
women in Sabarimala Temple,
the holy shrine in the western
Ghats, while Sobha Surendran
led the devotees and believers
against the CPI(M) move to
make women enter the temple
premises.

Surendran had won from
Kazhakoottam in the 2016
assembly election by a margin
of 7,000 votes. The then BJP
candidate V Muraleedharan
came a close second while the
Congress candidate M A
Wahid had to content with the
third position.

Since then Sobha had
emerged as a leading woman
activist of the BJP and it was
reported that she was likely to
be appointed as the party chief
in Kerala. 

But the duo of K Surendran
and Muraleedhatran had their
way as the national leadership
chose the former, much to the
anguish of the RSS and the
Sangh Parivar groups.

Sobha Surendran has
endeared herself to the people
of the State with her charac-
teristic oratorical skills and
rival political parties are fear-
ful of her tongue-in-the-replies
in debates and discussions.

“I was deputed by Lord
Ayyappa to take on
Katakampalli Surendran who
violated all age-old customs
and traditions and ordered the
police to provide security to
women in the ten to fifty age
group to enter the temple. My
candidature was announced
on the day Sitaram Yechury of

the CPI(M) declared that the
Kerala Government would
stand by women who want to
violate the traditions,” Sobha
told reporters at
Kazhakoottam.

The Sobha-Katakampalli
Surendran duel would be
watched in awe by political
Kerala electorate as the
Congress has fielded   S S Lal,
a political greenhorn from
Kazhakoottam. This has given
rise to apprehensions among
the BJP cadre about a possible
CPI(M)-Congress deal. “The
Congress is likely to transfer the
party’s votes to the CPI(M) to
defeat the BJP. 

Lets wait for the final result
as the Congress had polled
38,600 votes in this con-
stituency in 2016,” said J K
Ambika, commentator, who is
touring select constituencies to
study the mood of the voters.
She said the voters are yet to
recover from the Sabarimala
shock.
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In the village Khedia
Bahadurgarhi, a drunk man

killed his wife by cutting her
throat with a spud (khurpi).
During this, the villagers
arrived after hearing the
screams of the young woman
but the accused had run away
after killing her. The police sent
the body for autopsy.

According to the police,
Neeraj, son of  Shankarlal, a
laborer and resident of village
Khedia Bahadurgarhi, was
addicted to alcohol. He used to
get into a quarrel with his wife
when he came home after
drinking alcohol every next
day. Despite convincing the in-
laws and family members, he
did not stop drinking alcohol.
On Tuesday night too, he
reached home after drinking
alcohol. On this, he got into a
fight with wife Ritesh Devi.
After this, Neeraj killed his wife
Ritesh Devi by a spud stabbing

her and escaped.
About fifteen years ago,

Neeraj was married to Ritesh
Devi, the daughter of
Ramprasad, a resident of
Dhimri, village Dibai of
Bulandshahar district.
According to the police, the
accused is being searched.

Vikas and Kuldeep, two
sons of Neeraj and Ritesh Devi,
are 12–13 years old. Both chil-
dren were sleeping. At night,
both of them opened their
eyes when there was a fight
between the couple. When the
children heard Ritesh Devi's
scream, they ran towards them.
The children told the police
that they held Papa's feet and
told him not to kill the moth-
er repeatedly, but father killed
the mother. The screaming of
children did not affect Neeraj
either. He inflicted a number of
spuds on his wife's neck. The
children were crying badly
after seeing the blood-soaked
body.
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Ablend of old members,
turncoats and cine stars

characterised the BJP’s list for
the fifth, sixth, seventh and
eighth phases of Bengal
Assembly elections. The 148-
member list — which saw saf-
fron workers revolting in many
places against the choice of
candidates — was released on
Thursday.

The main highlight of the
list was the candidature of party
all-India vice president Mukul
Roy who will contest from
Krishnagar North constituency.
Roy will be contesting an elec-
tion after a gap of almost two
decades.

Apart from Roy, Nadia MP
Jagannath Sarkar too has been
fielded to contest from
Shantipur in the same district.
Former Kolkata Deputy Mayor
Meena Devi Purohit will contest
from North Kolkata where as
fashion personality Agnimitra
Paul will contest from Asansol.

Among the turncoats are
Jitendra Tewari who will contest
from Pandaveshwar and

Vaishali Dalmiya --- a former
TMC MLA and daughter of late
BCCI president Jagmohan
Dalmiya --- will contest from
Bali. Besides, Bengali cine stars
like Rudranil Ghosh will contest
from Bhawanipore seat. The
Chief Minister who has shifted
to Nandigram is currently the
sitting MLA from this seat.

Actress Sayantika
Chatterjee will contest against
senior Bengal Minister Partho
Chatterjee from Behala where-
as former BJP State president
Rahul Sinha will fight from
Habra in North 24 Parganas.

Meanwhile, in a related
development violence erupted
in places like Bhatpara and
Nandigram after alleged TMC

supporters attacked the BJP
members, sources said.

At Bhatpara in North 24
Parganas a woman was injured
after several bombs were hurled
near the residence of BJP MP
Arjun Singh who alleged police
complacency in the matter.
Singh said bombs were thrown
at 15 places by TMC 
goons in Jagaddal area of
Bhatpara.

“We have informed the
police that criminals are roam-
ing around with arms. But
nothing has been done. Bombs
were hurled and CCTV cameras
installed by police have been
broken by the TMC goons. We
are bringing this to the notice of
the Election Commission,”

Singh added.
Elsewhere clashes broke out

between supporters of the TMC
and the BJP on Thursday at
high-profile Nandigram  where
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari have locked
horns.

The incident took  place just
after Adhikari’s meeting and in
presence of Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan who was
leading a rally. At least six per-
sons from both the parties were
injured, sources said adding
police have been rushed to the
area and the situation has been
brought under control.

“I saw five to six TMC men
attacking one of our Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) activists, Purna
Patra. He was bleeding as the
attackers fled the spot. I man-
aged to send him to Reapara
Hospital in the area,” Pradhan
said. Violence also broke out at
Harishchandrapur in Malda
and some other places after
angry BJP workers protested at
their respective party offices
alleging money had played a
game in distribution of tickets
in many places.

Bengaluru: Karnataka on Thursday
decided to rope in services of
Revenue Department staff also to
contain a possible emergence of a
second wave of Covid-19.

After chairing a meeting of
experts and officials concerned,
Health Minister K. Sudhakar told
reporters that there is no need to
panic at this juncture but to be dou-
bly sure, the government has decid-
ed to rope Revenue Department
staff, wherever there is a shortfall
of staff.

He added that the government
will also hold discussions with pri-

vate hospitals to reserve beds for
treatment of Covid-19 patients.

"If infection spreads, we will
have to rope in private hospitals as
well to ensure sufficient availabil-
ity of beds. The heads of respective
institutions will be held accountable
for any lapse," he said.

According to the minister, there
was a lack of information and
awareness when the pandemic hit
last year.

"Yet, we were successful in
controlling the pandemic. We are
now anticipating a possible second
wave and preparing to fight it. We

also have the advantage of vaccines
now which we didn't have last year.
People should follow precautions
and should not let the guard down,"
he said.

On the preparation front,
Sudhakar said that a 1,000 bed
Covid Care Centre will be opera-
tional in Bengaluru by March 22
and as many as 200 ambulances are
readied in Bengaluru to ensure that
there is no inadequacy of ambu-
lances for emergencies. A Covid
war room will start operating as
well.

"We will monitor the situation

using real-time data. Decision has
been made to recruit resident doc-
tors and paramedical staff on a tem-
porary basis," he added.

Emphasising on vaccine cov-
erage, Sudhakar said that the state
had shown that 2.5 lakh inocula-
tions can be done in a single day.
"Based on this experience, it is pos-
sible to ramp up coverage and a tar-
get has been set to vaccinate 3 lakh
people per day. If we vaccinate
senior citizens and people above 45
years with comorbidities we can
mitigate the second wave," he said.

IANS
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Lucknow: Over 3,500 couples tied the
knot at a mass marriage function held
here on Thursday.

UP Labour Minister Swami Prasad
Maurya said it was a world record of
sorts. The mass marriage was one of the
welfare schemes run by the Yogi
Adityanath government for 
economically weaker sections of soci-
ety.

The couples wearing clothes in
bright hues, sat on the carpets laid on
the sprawling grounds, waiting for
priests to perform the rituals. Some
Muslim couples too tied the knot at the
venue. UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, who completed four years
in office, was present to bless the cou-

ples at the event organised by the Uttar
Pradesh Building and 
Other Construction Workers Welfare
Board. 

Speaking on the occasion, he list-
ed the various welfare schemes for
labourers and said the government will
soon ensure payment of Rs 2 lakh to
any worker who dies while working.

He also asked those present in the
gathering to maintain social distanc-
ing and wear masks to prevent 
Corona virus from spreading as fresh
cases were being reported.

Swami Prasad Maurya said that as
part of the mass wedding scheme,
financial assistance is given under
different heads. IANS
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Barabanki (Uttar Pradesh): A minor girl in Uttar
Pradesh was allegedly gangraped by four youths from
her village in Barabanki district. Additional
Superintendent of Police (ASP), Manoj Kumar Pandey,
said that the incident in Zaidpur took place on
Wednesday and the matter was reported on Thursday.

"The girl has filed a complaint accusing four youths
of the village of abducting and raping her. The FIR has
been filed and the girl has been sent for medical exam-
ination," he said.

The victim said in her complaint that she was on her
way to her school when the four accused kidnapped her
and took her to a deserted place and took turns raping
her.

She further stated that after reaching home she nar-
rated her ordeal to her family members after which a
complaint was lodged with the police.

The victim's father said that he is a candidate for the
village head in the upcoming panchayat elections and
he was being pressurized not to contest the polls.

He said that he was offered money and when he
refused, his daughter was kidnapped by four youths.

He named Akash Verma, Lalji Verma, Sachin
Verma and Shivam Verma as the four accused.

He further said that after committing the crime, they
left his daughter near their house.

The ASP said, "The victim's statement has been
recorded and a complaint has been filed. We have
launched an investigation and will take appropriate action
against the accused after the medical report is 
received." IANS
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Andhra Pradesh government will
dole out a financial assistance of Rs

5 lakh to the family members of accred-
ited journalists who passed away due to
coronavirus. 
"After careful examination of the mat-
ter, the government hereby accords
sanction of financial assistance of an
amount of Rs 5 lakh to the dependents
of deceased accredited journalists due
to Covid," said Principal Secretary V
Usharani late on Wednesday.

The funds will be tapped from the
Chief Minister's Relief Fund.

Information and public relations
commissioner has been authorised to
take necessary action in these cases.
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Jaipur: In the wake of a resurge in Covid numbers, the students
from classes 1 to 5 shall be promoted to the next classes with-
out taking the test in Rajasthan, confirmed officials here on
Thursday.

However, final exams for Classes 6 and 7 students will start
on April 15, while a separate guideline will be released by the
officials for Class 8 Board examination.

Apart from this, Class 9 and 10 examinations will be held
from April 6-22. The result of all these exams will be announced
on April 30. The next session will start from May 1.

As per the orders, in view of changing circumstances of
Covid-19, children up to Class 1 to 5 will be promoted to the
next class based on the assessment made under Smile-1, Smile-
2 and "Aao ghar se sikhe" program. State government has
launched a smile project during lockdown under which teach-
ers were teaching students via YouTube channels. IANS
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Maharashtra Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh said here on

Thursday that Param Bir Singh was
transferred from his post as the
Mumbai Police Commission to facil-
itate unimpeded investigations into
the cases involving the arrested
police officer Sachin Vaze in the
recovery of gelatin sticks’ laden SUV
and murder of businessman
Manshukh Hiren.

A day after the appointment of
senior IPS officer Hemant Nagrale as
the Mumbai Police Commissioner in
place of Singh, Deshmukh said:
The NIA and ATS are investigating
professionally the cases involving
Vaze. Singh was shifted out from his
post as the Mumbai Police
Commissioner to ensure that there
are no obstacles in the investigations
being carried out by the NIA and
ATS”.  

Deshmukh said that Vaze, a
junior officer, had committed several
mistakes which were now being
investigated and since Singh was
overall in-charge of the case the

junior officer was dealing, “hence we
felt it is better to post him elsewhere
to ensure impartial probe”.

Deshmukh said that the decision
to shunt Singh from his post as the
Mumbai Commissioner was taken
after he discussed the matter with
chief minister Uddhav Thackeray
“We decided to shift him out from
his post so that there are no obsta-
cles to the investigations.  No officer,
however big or small will be spared
in the probe,” the Home minister
said, 

Speaking at a media event organ-
ised by leading group of publications,
Deshmukh debunked allegation by
former chief minister and leader of
the Opposition in the State Assembly
Devendra Fadnavis of the BJP that
the ruling Shiv Sena had pressured
the latter to reinstate Vaze into ser-
vice, by saying that it was a “politi-
cal statement”.

“Fadnavis should know that for
officers of the rank of Assistant Police
Inspector (API), there is a commit-
tee at the Police Commissioner level
that reviews such cases and takes
suitable decisions to reinstate them.

The files are handled by the CoP
committee and do not come to the
government… Neither the CM nor
have I the authority to take decisions
for an API-level officer,” Deshmukh
said.

Deshmukh said that no one
would be spared in the cases involv-
ing the recovery of explosive laden
SUV and the subsequent murder of
Hiren.

“Any officer found guilty in the
investigations would be prosecuted
and punished,” he said.

In a related development, senior
NCP minister and party’s chief
spokesperson Nawab Malik came to
the defence of the chief minister and
rubbished Fadnavis’ allegation that
Uddhav had pressured him
(Fadnavis) when he was the 
chief minister of the state to reinstate
Vaze.

“No such pressure was brought
to bear on Fadnavis by Uddhavji. It
was on the recommendation of a
committee headed by the Mumbai
Police Commissioner that Vaze came
to be reinstated into the service,”
Malik said.
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As part of the ongoing investigations into
the recent recovery of explosive laden SUV

near industrialist Mukesh Ambani’s sky-
scraper mansion “Antilia” in south Mumbai,
the NIA on Thursday seized two more high-
end cars – one Mercedes-Benz and another
Toyata Land Cruiser Prado.

The seizure came two days after it seized
a Mercedes car that Vaze was using in his per-
sonal capacity, the NIA seized two 
more cars.

With the latest seizure, the vehicles seized
by the NIA has gone up to five --a Scorpio,
Innova, Prado and two Mercedes.

The investigators suspect that the seized
vehicles were had been used to carry out recon-
naissance of the site near Ambani’s residence
where a Scorpio laden with 20 gelatin sticks
was recovered on February 25.
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Maharashtra’s former Chief Minister and senior BJP
leader Narayan Rane on Thursday demanded the res-

ignation of Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray over the plant-
ing of explosive-laden SUV near Industrialist Mukesh
Ambani’s, “mysterious death” of businessman Mansukh
Hiren and the arrest of police officer Sachin Vaze in con-
nection with the two cases.

Talking to media persons here, Rane said: “The recent
events, including the arrest of Assistant Police Inspector
Sachin Vaze and the subsequent transfer of Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir Singh have exposed the MVA gov-
ernment”.

“The law and order has collapsed in the state. Uddhav
Thackeray must resign as Chief Minister. I feel that he is to
be blamed for the reinstatement of Sachin Vaze 
in the police force. Given the police officer’s past record, the
charges he faces including his alleged involvement in the
planting of SUV near Ambani’s residence and   subsequent
murder Mansukh Hiran and others,  the chief minister must
own up moral responsibility and resign,” Rane said.
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Washington: The United States
and China will face a new test in
their increasingly troubled rela-
tions when top officials from
both countries meet in Alaska.

Ties between the world’s two
largest economies have been
torn for years and the Biden
administration has yet to signal
it’s ready or willing to back down
on the hard-line stances taken
under President Donald Trump.
Nor has China signaled it’s pre-
pared to ease the pressure it has
brought to bear. Thus, the stage
is set for a contentious first face-
to-face meeting Thursday.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and national security
adviser Jake Sullivan will meet
China’s top two diplomats, State

Councilor Wang Yi and Chinese
Communist Party foreign affairs
chief Yang Jiechi in Anchorage,
Alaska. Difficult discussions are
anticipated over trade, human
rights in Tibet, Hong Kong,
China’s western Xinjiang region,
Taiwan, Chinese assertiveness in
the South China Sea, and the
coronavirus pandemic. No
agreements are expected.

“This really is a one-off
meeting,” said a senior admin-
istration official. “This is not
the resumption of a particular
dialogue mechanism or the
beginning of a dialogue
process.” The official briefed
reporters ahead of the meeting
on the condition of 
anonymity. AP
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Asian Americans were
already worn down by a

year of pandemic-fueled racist
attacks when a white gunman
was charged with killing eight
people, most of them Asian
women, at three Atlanta-area
massage parlors.

Hundreds of Asian
Americans and Pacific
Islanders turned to social
media to air their anger, sad-
ness, fear and hopelessness.
The hashtag #StopAsianHate
was a top trending topic on
Twitter hours after the shoot-
ings that happened Tuesday
evening.

“I think the reason why
people are feeling so hopeless
is because Asian Americans
have been ringing the bell on

this issue for so long ... We’ve
been raising the red flag,” said
Aisha Yaqoob Mahmood,
executive director of the
Atlanta-based Asian American
Advocacy Fund, which does
political and advocacy work
across Georgia.

Many were also outraged
that the suspect,  21-year-old
Robert Aaron Long, was not
immediately charged with hate
crimes. Authorities said Long
told police the attack was not
racially motivated, and he
claimed that he targeted the
spas because of a “sex addic-
tion.” Six of the seven slain
women were identified as
Asian.

Law enforcement needs
“some training understanding
what a hate crime is. This man
identified targets owned by

Asians,” said Margaret Huang,
president and CEO of the
Southern Poverty Law Center,
which tracks hate groups. The
gunman “was very clearly
going after a targeted group of
people.”

Being Asian American her-
self, Huang said the shootings
felt personal. She is worried
that not classifying the attack as
a hate crime will “absolutely
discourage others from coming
forward and seeking help.”

She also cringed at the
comments of a sheriff ’s 
captain  who said of the gun-
man, “It was a really bad day for
him.”

The remark “appeared to
be trying to explain and justi-
fy” the suspect’s actions.
“Hopefully it was a misstate-
ment,” Huang said.

Mahmood said Asian
American business owners in
the Atlanta area were already
fearful  because of incidents like
graffiti and break-ins. The
shootings will raise that worry
to new heights.

“A lot of Asian American
business owners in the beauty
parlor industry and food ser-
vice — these are often the most
visible front-line faces in 
the community,” Mahmood
said.

Her organization is part-
nering with other groups such
as the Atlanta chapter of Asian
Americans Advancing Justice
to offer resources in multiple
languages, including mental
health assistance, self-defense
training and bystander train-
ing.

Meanwhile, from Phoenix

to Philadelphia, Asian
American organizations
nationwide organized events
aimed at showing unity.

Asian Americans United,
the Asian Pacific Islander
Political Alliance and several
other partner groups held a
vigil Wednesday afternoon in
Philadelphia’s Chinatown
neighborhood.

“After the month and year
we had, we knew our folks
needed the time to come
together safely just to grieve
and heal and mourn and speak
to what’s happening,” said
Mohan Seshadri, Asian Pacific
Islander Political Alliance co-
executive director.

As much despair as Asian
Americans feel, Seshadri said,
the shootings also mark a flash-
point.
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Kathmandu: The parliamen-
tary party meeting of Nepal’s rul-
ing CPN-UML, led by Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli, formed
a 24-member parliamentary
board and three-member statute
amendment task force on
Thursday even as leaders of the
rival faction boycotted the meet,
according to media reports.

Over 100 lawmakers close to
Oli, who is also the party’s
Chairperson, took part in the
meeting held at the Prime
Minister’s official residence in
Baluwatar. The 27-member par-
liamentary board, which will be
headed by Prime Minister Oli,
includes leaders of the party’s rival
faction Madhav Kumar Nepal
and Jhala Nath Khanal,
myRepublica newspaper report-
ed. The board will be full-fledged
after three more members are

added to it, the report said.
Padam Giri, a lawmaker

who attended the meeting,
said it was also decided to form
a three-member task force to
amend the party’s statute. The
task force comprises party’s
chief whip Bishal Bhattarai,
Bimala Rai Poudel and Sher
Bahadur Tamang, it said.

“More than 100 lawmakers
of the House of Representatives
attended today’s meeting,” Niru
Devi Pal, who is a parliamen-
tarian close to the Oli faction,
said. The next parliamentary
party meeting has been sched-
uled for March 20 and all the
lawmakers close to the Nepal-
Khanal faction will also attend
the next meeting, Sher Bahadur
Tamang, UML (Unified
Marxist Leninist) lawmaker,
said. PTI
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Thursday that

US President Joe Biden’s
remarks about him reflect the
past and current problems of
the United States.

Biden was asked in an
interview this week whether he
thought Putin was a killer and

replied “I do.” Asked about
Biden’s comment during a
video call marking the anniver-
sary of Russia’s annexation of
Crimea, Putin charged that it
reflected the United States’
own troubled history. 

The Russian leader point-
ed at the U.S. Atomic bombing
of Japan during World War II,
as well as America’s past histo-

ry of slaughtering
Native Americans
and slavery, argu-
ing that the
painful legacies
weigh on the
United States.

“Otherwise,
where would the
Black Lives Matter
movement come
from,” he said. 

The exchange
of tough state-
ments comes on
the heels of a
declassified report
from the US
National intelligence director’s
office that found Putin autho-
rized influence operations to

try to help
Donald Trump
win reelection in
the November
US Presidential
election.

“(Putin) will
pay a price,”
Biden said in the
interview, asked
about the declas-
sified report.

Asked what
he would tell
Biden in
response to his
remarks, Putin
said: “I would tell

him: Be well.’ I wish him health,
and I say that without any irony
or joking.” 

Beijing:Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov will visit China
next week amid the stepped-up
efforts by the two countries to fur-
ther solidify their close ties to
counter the Biden administra-
tion’s plan to pursue a tough pol-
icy towards Beijing and Moscow
on a host of issues including
human rights violations.

During his two-day visit
beginning March 22, Lavrov will
hold talks with his Chinese coun-
terpart Wang Yi on bilateral ties,
the recent high-level exchanges as
well as international and region-

al issues of common concern,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing here on Thursday.

The visit by Lavrov, the
longstanding Russian top diplo-
mat, will take place in the
immediate backdrop of the
first two-day “high-level strate-
gic dialogue” between US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan and senior
Chinese diplomats Yang Jiechi
and Wang from Thursday in
Anchorage, Alaska. PTI
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The Kremlin on Thursday
denounced U.S. President

Joe Biden’s remarks about
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, warning it would rethink
its approach to relations with
Washington.

Russia on Wednesday
announced it’s recalling its
ambassador in Washington for
consultations after Biden was
asked in an interview whether
he thought Russian President
Vladimir Putin is a killer and
said “I do.”

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, said it was a “very bad
statement by the U.S.
President” that made it clear
that “he doesn’t want to nor-
malize relations.”

Colombo: A Sri Lankan media
rights group on Thursday
urged police to expedite a
probe into the alleged abduc-
tion and torture of a journalist,
calling the incident a serious
threat to the safety of journal-
ists in the country.

However, Sri Lankan police
say the journalist, Sujeewa
Gamage, lied about being
abducted and has been taken
into custody for making a false
statement. A police spokesper-
son said the current investiga-
tion is focused on determining
why he fabricated the events.

AP
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Shamima Begum, the London-
born Bangladeshi-origin

woman who fled the UK to join
the Islamic State (ISIS) terrorist
network in Syria as a teenager,
has pleaded for a “second
chance” from Britain, according
to a newly released documentary
on so-called jihadist brides.

In ‘The Return: Life After
ISIS’ documentary, which pre-
miered this week at the South
by Southwest festival in Texas,
Begum says she was “naive”
when she left London as a 15-
year-old schoolgirl and does
not share ISIS beliefs. 

�&�� ;������ �K; ��;��L

AMyanmar construction
magnate with links to mil-

itary rulers said he personally
gave more than half a million
dollars in cash to deposed
leader Aung San Suu Kyi in a
broadcast on state television
aimed at discrediting the oust-
ed civilian government. 

The statement by Maung
Waik could pave the way for
more serious charges against
Suu Kyi, who has been detained
since the Feb 1 military
takeover while security forces
increasingly use lethal force
against a popular uprising
demanding the restoration of
democratically elected leaders. 

The military has already
tried to implicate Suu Kyi in cor-
ruption, alleging she was given
$600,000 plus gold bars by a
political ally. She and President

Win Myint have been charged
so far with inciting unrest, pos-
session of walkie-talkies and
violating a pandemic order lim-
iting public gatherings.

In the latest salvo of alle-
gations, Maung Waik, who has
previously been convicted of
drug trafficking, told state TV
he gave cash to government
ministers to help his 
businesses. 
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Mumbai: Reliance Securities
(RSEC) has been recognised as
India's top 10 most promising
share trading platforms of 2020. 

Despite the challenges
of last year due to the
Coronavirus pandemic, RSEC
emerged as one of the fastest-
growing financial services busi-
ness in India, enhancing its
retail customer base to over 1
million, increasing its financial
investment & savings offerings
and widening its pan-India
presence across 3500+ touch-

points and 60+ branches.          
Commenting on the

honour, Mr. Lav Chaturvedi,
ED & CEO, Reliance Securities,
said, "Reliance Securities was
able to grow transactions by 25-
30% at a pan-India level
despite the challenges of work-
ing remotely during the
COVID-19 pandemic. This
was possible owing to our sin-
gle-window Systematic Digital
Engagements (SDE) growth
model,  which is core to  our
consumer engagements across

all categories of our services
and offerings, along with our
'phygital' presence, which
helped us widen our reach
across a wider customer base
and geography." 

Reliance Securities was
chosen as India's top 10 share
trading platform by a team of
market experts and journalists
at Silicon India, after a 3-
month scrutiny and evaluation
process. The experts actively
tracked all the solutions avail-
able for share trading plat-
forms in India. Initially, 30 plat-
forms were shortlisted based on
the information collated from
market reports, industry news,
social media, surveys with
potential buyers and industry
events. Reliance Securities has
been creating continuous value
for customers as part of its SDE
initiative. It has been continu-
ously developing analytically
driven solutions for digital
consumer engagements across
advisory, research, transac-
tions, education, training and
awareness creation . It has also

consciously transited to the
'Phygital' business model,
which is a balanced growth of
brick-and-mortar and digital
presence,  to cater to a wider
category of clients and meet
every client need, which
includes market knowledge
and financial literacy, insights
and expert views and finally for
ensuring faster, smoother,
seamless and educated invest-
ment decisions across asset
classes. The trading and invest-
ing processes are backed by hi-
tech predictive technologies
such as data analytics, AI,
robotics for predicting possible
future events and enabling
clients to make well-calculated
investment decisions.
Application of regulatory tech-
nology (Regtech) has also
enabled R-Sec to become one
of the most compliant brokers
in the category by speeding up
and making compliance
processes seamless. For more
d e t a i l s
visit:https://www.Reliancesmar
tmoney.Com/. 

AHMEDABAD:Adani Green
Energy Limited (AGEL)
raised a USD 1.35 billion debt
package for its under-con-
struction renewable asset
portfolio through definitive
agreements signed with a
group of leading internation-
al lenders. 

The revolving project
finance facility would initial-
ly finance the 1.69 GW hybrid
portfolio of solar and wind
renewable projects to be setup
in four SPVs in the state of
Rajasthan, India.   According
to the agreement, 12 interna-
tional banks - Standard
Chartered Bank, Intesa
Sanpaolo S.P.A, MUFG Bank,
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation, Coöperatieve
Rabobank U.A., DBS Bank
Ltd., Mizuho Bank, Ltd., BNP
Paribas, Barclays Bank PLC,
Deutsche Bank AG, Siemens
Bank GmbH and ING Bank
N.V committed for the facil-
ity which will be the first cer-
tified green hybrid project
loan in India. 
The new pool of liquidity
strengthens AGEL's strategy to
fully fund its under-construc-
tion asset and augurs well for
its vision of scaling capacity to
25 GW by 2025.  The facility
is an important element of
AGEL's overall capital man-
agement plan and is key to
fully funding its growth aspi-
rations. The definitive agree-
ment sets out a financing
framework of agreed princi-
ples and procedures under
which AGEL shall engage with
the financiers to raise financ-
ing efficiently and expedi-
tiously for all the future pro-
jects as per the agreed thresh-
old parameters. 
The facility underlines the
overall development philoso-
phy of Adani portfolio com-
panies implemented through
in-house developed project
excellence framework com-
mitted to follow equator prin-
ciples and the highest standard
of due diligence.
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The Government while
encouraging private players

to host apps, is equally keen to
develop and strengthen its own
mobile app store, Parliament
was informed on Thursday.

India's first indigenously
developed Appstore, ‘Mobile
Seva Appstore' hosts more than
965 live apps from various
domains and categories of pub-
lic services, Minister for
Electronics and IT Ravi
Shankar Prasad said in a writ-
ten reply in the Rajya Sabha.

"While the government
encourages private players to
host apps, it is equally keen to
develop and encourage its own
mobile App Store," Prasad said.

The response has been
good and the government
wishes to strengthen it further,

he added.
The minister was replying

to a question on whether in the
absence of country's own dig-
ital application store, depen-
dence on Google and Apple for
digital services is creating prob-
lems in digital ecosystem and
if the ministry would consider
having either a single or sepa-
rate digital store for
Government and private apps,
for self-reliance.

Prasad informed that India
is the largest user of mobile apps,
and mentioned that Digital
India programme coupled with
encouragement being given to
Indian innovators to create apps
has become a big movement.

Citing India App Market
Statistics report 2021, he said
that around 5 per cent apps on
Android are from Indian Apps
developers.
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Steps taken by the govern-
ment to deal with COVID-

19 pandemic are resulting in 'V-
shaped' economic recovery and
the country is likely to witness
double digit growth in 2021-22, 

Minister of State for Finance
Anurag Singh Thakur said on
Thursday in the Lok Sabha.

Replying to a discussion
on the second and final batch
of the supplementary demands
for grants for 2020-21, he said
that it was because of the
efforts of the government that
GST collection was over Rs 1
lakh crore for continuously
five months.

In the final batch of sup-
plementary demands for grants
for the current fiscal, the gov-

ernment sought Parliament's
nod for an additional expen-
diture of Rs 6.28 lakh crore of
which the net outgo has been
estimated at Rs 4.12 lakh crore.
The rest will be matched by
savings in different ministries
and departments.

The Lok Sabha later passed
the supplementary demands
for grants and the related
appropriation bill by voice vote.

In his reply the minister
said the government focused
on saving lives during the pan-
demic without bothering about
the fiscal deficit.

In the next fiscal, the
Budget has earmarked Rs
35,000 crore for vaccination
and more would be provided if
needed, Thakur said.

"The GST collection in the

last five months was continu-
ously more than Rs one lakh
crore...Because of the steps taken
by the government during
Covid, V-shaped economic
recovery is happening. And
world over, agencies have stated
India will witness double digit
growth in 2021-22," he added.

The growth in the current
year is estimated to contract by
8 per cent on account of the
Covid-19 pandemic. It is esti-
mated to rise to 11 per cent in
2021-22.

The minister further said
that the government has pro-
vided additional funds for pro-
grammes such as MNREGA,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana,
capital expenditure for defence,
and free food for 80 crore peo-
ple for eight months.
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Equity investors became poor-
er by over Rs 8 lakh crore in

five days of market plunge.
The BSE benchmark has

lost 2,062.99 points or 4 per
cent in five trading sessions. On
Thursday, the 30-share BSE
benchmark tanked 585.10
points or 1.17 per cent to close
at 49,216.52.

Following the bearish
trend, the market capitalisation
of BSE-listed companies
declined by Rs 8,04,216.71
crore to Rs 2,01,22,436.75 crore
in five days.

"Indian market has been in
a corrective phase for the past

10 days due factors like high
bond yields in the US and
increased number of COVID
cases being reported across
the country," said Hemang
Jani, Head Equity Strategy,
Broking & Distribution, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.

After its two-day policy
meeting, the US Federal Reserve
reassured investors that it
expects to keep its key interest
rate near zero through
2023.HCL Tech was the biggest
loser in the Sensex pack, falling
3.97 per cent, followed by Infosys,
Dr Reddy's, TCS, Tech Mahindra
and Reliance Industries.

In contrast, ITC, Bajaj
Auto, M&M, Maruti and Bharti

Airtel were among the gainers,
gaining up to 3.25 per cent. 

"Having seen a brisk gap-up
opening on positive global cues,
domestic equities fell sharply for
the fifth consecutive day as
sharp rise in coronavirus cases in
the country made investors jit-
tery. The mounting concerns of
possible fresh economic restric-
tions made enthusiasm of dovish
commentary from the Federal
Reserve short-lived for domes-
tic markets," Binod Modi, Head
Strategy at Reliance Securities 
said. 

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap and smallcap
indices fell by up to 1.58 per
cent.  
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The Delhi High Court
Thursday upheld the

Singapore's Emergency
Arbitrator's (EA) order
restraining Future Retail Ltd
(FRL) from going ahead with
its Rs 24,713 crore deal with
Reliance Retail to sell its busi-
ness, which was objected to by
US-based e-commence giant
Amazon.

Justice J R Midha directed
Kishore Biyani-led FRL not to
take further action on the deal
and held that the group wilful-
ly violated Singapore
Arbitrator's order. The high
court directed the Future
Group and its directors to
deposit Rs 20 lakh cost in
Prime Minister's Relief Fund
for providing COVID-19 vac-
cines to senior citizens of Below
Poverty Line (BPL) category.

The court directed the
presence of Biyani and others
before it on April 28 as also

attachment of their proper-
ties.

The high court asked them
to show cause as to why they be
not detained for 3 months
under civil prison for violating
emergency arbitrator's order.

The high court's order
came on Amazon's plea seek-
ing direction to order enforce-
ment of the award by
Singapore's EA on October 25,
2020, restraining FRL from
going ahead with its Rs 24,713
crore deal with Reliance Retail.

Amazon, in its interim
plea, has sought to restrain FRL
from taking any steps to com-
plete the transaction with enti-
ties that are a part of the
Mukesh Dhirubhai Ambani
(MDA) Group.

Future Group and Amazon
have been locked in a battle
after the US-based company
took FRL into the emergency
arbitration over alleged breach
of a contract between 
them.
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Operators Reliance Jio,
Bharti Airtel and

Vodafone Idea have made
upfront payments to the tele-
com department for the spec-
trum they acquired in the
recently-held auctions, indus-
try sources said on 
Thursday.

The telecom department
had issued demand notes to the
three operators on March 8,
and the deadline for making
the upfront payment was
Thursday.

The sources privy to the
development said that Reliance
Jio has made an upfront pay-
ment of about Rs 15,019 crore,
while Bharti Airtel has paid
around Rs 6,323 crore as the
immediate upfront 
amount.

Vodafone Idea has paid
about Rs 574 crore, as stipu-
lated, they said. There was no
official word from the compa-
nies on the payments made.

The auctions held earlier
this month raked-in winning
bids of over Rs 77,800 crore for
855.6 MHz of spectrum.

Billionaire Mukesh Ambani's
Reliance Jio spent the most in
the auction, picking up 488.35
MHz spectrum in bands such
as 800 MHz, 1800 MHz and
2300 MHz for over Rs 57,100
crore.

Bharti Airtel won the right
to use spectrum, the total value
of which is about Rs 18,700
crore. For Vodafone Idea, the
value of spectrum bought in
auctions was pegged at Rs
1,993.4 crore.

As per the auction terms,
successful bidders could pay
the entire bid amount in one
go, or exercise an option to pay
a certain amount (25 per cent
for spectrum won in 700 MHz,
800 MHz, 900 MHz bands or
50 per cent for spectrum won
in 1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300
MHz, 2500 MHz bands)
upfront with the remaining
amount in a maximum up to
16 equated annual instalments,
after a moratorium of two
years.

It is pertinent to mention
here that there were no takers
for spectrum in 700 MHz and
2500 MHz bands in the recent
auctions.

New Delhi: Gold rose by Rs
105 to Rs 44,509 per 10 gram
in the national Capital on
Thursday, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had closed at Rs
44,404 per 10 gram.

"Spot gold prices for 24
carats in Delhi were up by Rs
105 reflecting overnight rally in
global gold prices," according
to HDFC Securities, Senior
Analyst (Commodities), Tapan
Patel.

Silver also jumped Rs
1,073 to Rs 67,364 per kilogram
from Rs 66,291 per kilogram in
the previous trade. PTI
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Ranchi:GAIL (India) Limited and Ranchi
Municipal Corporation (RMC) have signed a
Concession Agreement (CA) for setting up
Compressed Biogas (CBG) plant in Ranchi. The
agreement was signed in the presence of Hon’ble
Chief Minister of Jharkhand Shri Hemant Soren,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum & Natural
Gas Shri Ashish Chatterjee, Director (Business
Development), GAIL Shri M V Iyer and Executive
Director (Business Development), Shri Santanu
Roy by Ranchi Municipal Commissioner Shri
Mukesh Kumar, IAS and Executive Director
(Projects), GAIL Shri K B Singh. PNS
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New Delhi: Chief Electoral
Officer, Delhi Dr. Ranbir Singh
on Thursday presented to the
Chief Election Commissioner
Sunil Arora and Election
Commissioners  Shushil
Chandra and Rajiv Kumar four
publications on Delhi
Assembly Elections 2020 and
SVEEP activities conducted by
CEO office during Special
Summary Revision 2021.PNS
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New Delhi: India’s largest integrated power
generation company, NTPC Ltd has been con-
ferred the prestigious ‘Role Model’ Award at the
most coveted and prestigious 11th CII National
HR Excellence Award 2020-21.

CII National Committee Chairman on
Leadership and HR, Mr. Sanjay Behl presented
the award, along with Ms. Indrani Kar, Head of
CII’s Suresh Neotia Centre of Excellence for
Leadership to Shri D.K. Patel, Director (HR) in
the virtual conference "Learn from the Achievers"
held on Thursday amidst senior leaders from the
industry and HR assessors. PNS
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The festival of colours is around the
corner, and it’s time to get ready
to party! Holi brings a lot of fun,

bright colours, delectable delicacies,
and nonstop singing and dancing until
our throats hurt from all the cheering
and hooting! Colours, in reality, literal-
ly add to the holiday spirit, and there isn’t
a single person who doesn’t appreciate
the rainbow of hues in the air. Yet, time
again, we are the ones who bear the
brunt of chemical-based colours’ effects
on our skin and their negative health
consequences. However, there has been
a change in the trend lately. People are
opting for organically made colours as
of late, but are they still budget-friend-
ly? 

If you’re thinking of going organic
and ditching the chemical-based colours,

here is a list of easy-to-find kitchen
ingredients that can be used to create
natural colours at home.  

RED
The colour red represents both sen-

suality and purity. To make it, Hibiscus
flowers can be dried in the shade and
then you can grind them. Blood-red
flowers will add a lovely pop of colour.
If you want to bulk it up, add some flour
and mix it thoroughly. Another great
option is to go with red sandalwood
powder or what is also known as — lal
chandan. It will not only provide an
amazing shade but will also be benefi-
cial for your skin. Its powder form can
be used as a dry colour as well as a in the
wet form. Bring a liter of water to a boil
with two teaspoons of the powder. 

YELLOW
Knowledge and learning are repre-

sented by this colour. It represents hap-
piness, optimism, enlightenment, cre-
ativity, sunshine and spring. To make a
dry yellow gulal, combine turmeric pow-
der and gram flour in a 1:2 ratio. Any
yellow-coloured flowers such as
marigolds or yellow chrysanthemums
can also be crushed and converted into
a fine powder.

MAGENTA
Beetroot is an excellent agent for

magenta and all shades of pink. Soak
sliced beetroots in water. Leave
overnight. Then boil the mixture. Simply
dilute the concoction a little more if you
want a more pinkish tint. Red onions can
also be used for this. 

ORANGE
Orange is the colour of fire, and

since fire burns away impurities, it also
represents purity. Tesu (Palash/ Flame
of the Forest/ Dhak) flowers can be
soaked in water overnight or boiled to
achieve a lovely orange hue. For a dry
colour, you can also dry the medicinal
flowers in the shade and grind them
finely.

FOOD COLOURS
The following recipe can be used to

create Holi colors with food dyes or
icing colours. Just add your favourite
food colour to the rice flour and mix
well. 

Let’s be extra careful this Holi. 
(The writer is the founder of

SkinWorks.)

Award shows are a big no-no for actor John Abraham,
who said that he has no respect for them. The actor,

who will soon be seen in the film Mumbai Saga, refers
to award shows as “circus” and says he maintains distance
from such events.

“I totally don’t respect awards. It’s a joke. It’s comi-
cal to see actors dance and then collect an award and
make funny jokes,” he said. However, he knows that peo-
ple who take part in these shows don’t view them in this
way.

“I feel what they are doing is not necessarily wrong
or what I am doing is wrong. But I am on this side of
the fence. I am quiet about it. I just don’t go for these

functions. I will be a joker going to
a circus, it will be demeaning and

I don’t want to do that,” he said.
On his film Mumbai Saga,

which releases in theatres, he
said nothing can be predicted as

of now.
“No one is sure what

will happen the next day.
We are not experts here.
We are sure that we want
to release in the theatre.
We know that Mumbai
Saga needs a big screen
experience and merits a

large screen release and
that is what we are doing,”
he said.

The actor said he loves
being part of action films

and enjoys the genre. “It’s a
genre that I am comfortable

with. The audience finds that
space very believable with me
and I, too, enjoy that space.
There are actors who love song
and dance and I love action.
Action sequences are my item

numbers,” said the actor, who has
been part of many action films

including Shootout At Wadala and
Force.

John added that all action
films are not alike and have some-

thing different for him to showcase.
“There are different kinds of roles in
action films. In Ek Villain the action
was different from Satyameva Jayate.

Attack has action which is very
Hollywood. Each film has a different
brief,” he said.

The term — Kaleido — derived
from a Greek word, which means

“beautiful form”, evoked the essence
of designer duo Pankaj & Nidhi’s col-
lection at Lakmé Fashion Week
Summer/Resort 2021. In collaboration
with Lakmé Salon, it was a celebration
of new beginnings on the ramp — of
unbridled self-expression and an opti-
mistic look at the future. Kaleido was
a collection of free-flowing hair looks
and bright-hued, flowy garments that
encourage women to embrace and
enhance their natural form. Their geo-
metrically sharp and precise collection
came in a burst of rainbow hues of
brilliant reds, luscious oranges,
unabashed pinks, ultra-violet blues
and electric greens. The silhouettes
include flowing maxi and mini dress-
es to kick back and let loose and tai-
lored co-ord sets with sporty elements
to acknowledge our pursuits towards
wellness and fitness. The fabrics were
sheer, translucent, breathable and
easy to wear.

The Lakmé Salon hair cut and
style collection, created and curated by
the team of Lakmé Salon experts, was
inspired by the global collections
from TIGI Bed Head. They played up
the natural hair type and texture to
give trendsetting looks that can be
styled in different ways. From free-
flowing waves to a textured bob and
crown-caressing curls, each look rep-
resented the intrinsically magnifi-
cent spirit of the Indian woman. The
makeup looks used the watercolour
technique in happy shades like aqua,
orange, and pink to mirror the essence
of the collection.

Inspired by the basic elements of
3D geometry, especially optical pyra-
mids, Pankaj & Nidhi offered a new
vision for the new year with luminous
fabrics, wanderlust-inducing silhou-
ettes and edgy, psychedelic textures

and patterns. The shine of prismatic
elements was also interpreted in the
holographic embroidery; dexter-
ously hand-cut appliqués in trian-
gles, squares, and diamonds with
grading evocative of the transition
of light from its colourless form
to its disbursed spectrum.

Combined, this collabora-
tive collection was nothing
short of a celebration of life
and an ode to new begin-
nings. An optimistic
look at the future, this
partnership was about
breaking the shackles of
the past, moving ahead
with joy and embracing
one’s intrinsic self.

Commenting on
the show’s success,
Pushkaraj Shenai,
CEO, Lakmé
Lever, said,
“We have been
a part of the fashion
week backstage since its
inception, and we’re proud
to be able to bring our
expertise and innovation to

the ramp as well as to our customers
in the salon. This year, we wanted to
present a collection which is free-flow-
ing, trendsetting and happy, and with
Kaleido, the experts at the salon have
brought this vision to life.”

National Creative Director, Hair,
Lakmé Salon, Pooja Singh, added,
“Kaleido is our way of honouring the
Indian woman’s natural hair and
beauty to enhance her already exquis-
ite features. With glamorous waves,
textured curls and beachy bobs, each
look is crafted with the thought that
she should flaunt her natural locks and
feel like her best self every day. These
looks will look just as wonderful on

women ruling the real world
as they did on the runway,
and we’re looking forward

to launching the com-
mercial collection in the
salon for our customers

soon.”
Designer duo

Pankaj & Nidhi said,
“Through our col-

lection, we want-
ed to bring

about a sense
of freedom,

hope and
h a p p i -
ness, and
I think

with the
bright colours, versatile sil-
houettes, and edgy geomet-

ric patterns, we were able to
do justice to that vision
on the runway. Each
piece we created exudes
joy and optimism and
is also extremely
wearable. We’re so

glad we partnered with
the incredibly talented
team for this show.”

As a young boy, I had once
bought an encyclopedia of

world cars. If I remember cor-
rectly, it was for the years 1989-
1990. The cover of that book,
which must be in some trunk in
my mother’s house now, was the
legendar y Lamborghini
Countach. I even had a poster of
this mad Italian supercar on my
wall, its scissor doors alone mak-
ing it the dream car for any
young child. And if you were
lucky enough to be able to go to
the hotel we now call The Lalit
in central Delhi, you would see
hotelier Lalit Suri’s Lamborghini
Countach parked right on the
porch. Believe me, the car looked
even more bonkers in real-life.

It is an abiding regret that I
have not driven a classic
Countach or even a Diablo, for
that matter, but I have been for-
tunate enough to have driven the
Murcielago, Diablo, Huracan
and now the Urus in India. It has
been a privilege to be able to
drive these mean Italian
machines. But that was also pos-
sible, thanks to a very odd quirk
of the Indian market when it
comes to ultra-luxury vehicles
with a sticker price of two crores
and above.
Lamborghini is a mar-
ket leader in this slot
which is evident from
the fact that just three
years after the
Lamborghini Urus
Super-SUV was
launched in India in January
2018, the vehicle has cracked the
100-unit sales mark. When you
think that the base price of the
Urus is �3.15 crore but given
that, almost every car is cus-
tomised, ex-showroom prices
would easily top four crores. For
example, if an Urus buyer takes
the recently introduced ‘Pearl
Capsule’ shimmering dual-tone
paint job, it costs over �50 lakh.
So think about it, a single one of
these cars costs as much as a
hundred small hatchbacks!

In 2019, Lamborghini sold
52 cars, meaning one crazy car

found a loving home every week.
And it was the Urus that super-
charged sales for the Italian car-
maker in India. Sharad Agarwal,
who heads the Italian brand in
India, shared that it’s not just
because of the appeal of the Urus’
650 horsepower engine but the
fact that it allowed owners to
‘share’ the experience. “You do
want to take your family and
your friends out for a ride in a
car,” he told me over a recent
lunch.

The Urus has been so suc-
cessful in India, along with new
variants of the Huracan supercar

that Agarwal said that
the sales in 2021 will be
well over the 2019 fig-
ures, he, however, did
not disclose how many
cars Lamborghini India

sold in 2020. But he did add that
while in the beginning cus-
tomers deferred deliveries
because of the potential of bad
optics of taking an insanely
expensive vehicle while the econ-
omy was suffering and millions
lost their jobs, towards the latter
half of 2020, many potential
customers who had put off buy-
ing a supercar -- either a
Lamborghini or that ‘other’
Italian brand --  “realised that life
is too short to put such things
off.” The problem is that it was-
n’t just Indian buyers who had
that realisation post-pandemic.

“Getting slots is a challenge.
We get five-six slots for India
every month right now, but the
fact is that if you book a
Lamborghini today, it would
only be delivered in March 2022.”
However, Lamborghini India
ensures that customers are kept
engaged during the entire
process. “There is a significant
downpayment but customers get
a large-scale model of the vehi-
cle which is a replica as they
specified -- the colours, the inte-
riors, the wheels — everything.
So once the model is on his or
her table, we know that we have
just whetted their appetite for the
finished product.”

Can this segment grow fur-
ther? Agarwal believes it can but
gives the example of Thailand.
“In Thailand, the duties on
imported cars is actually far
higher than in India, if you can
believe that with taxes coming to
over 300 per cent. Yet, the ‘ultra-
luxury’ segment in Thailand is
around 700 vehicles annually
compared to India’s 300 at best.
So it isn’t just taxation that
impacts sales, but also the con-
flation of personal and compa-
ny wealth. We still have an old-
school mentality in this country
about wealth. That is changing
these days, but I hope that as the
economy grows that becomes
less pronounced.”

One can only hope that
teenage boys of today will look
out of their windows on
Gurugram’s Golf Course Road or
wherever they live and stare at
amazement at  these new
Lamborghinis as I stared at Mr.
Suri’s one back at his hotel.
These are special cars and
deserve the eyeballs and the
dreams that they inspire.
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Robert Lewandowski made
sure it was a comfortable

evening for Bayern Munich as
the defending champion eased
into the Champions League
quarterfinals.

Lewandowski netted in the
first half to end Lazio’s slim
hopes of a comeback as Bayern
beat the Italian club 2-1 at home
Wednesday to seal a 6-2 aggre-
gate win.

That meant four German
coaches in the last eight as
Bayern's Hansi Flick joined
Chelsea’s Thomas Tuchel,
Liverpool’s Jürgen Klopp and
Borussia Dortmund’s Edin
Terzic.

Lewandowski gave Bayern
the lead from the penalty spot in
the 33rd minute for his 39th goal
in all competitions this season,
and his 10th in seven games. 

Lewandowski calmly sent
his former Bayern teammate
Pepe Reina the wrong way after
Lazio’s Vedat Muriqi was judged

to have held Leon Goretzka as
they jostled for position at a cor-
ner. Lewandowski had the
chance to reach 40 goals but the
Polish striker hit the post with
a low drive from outside the
penalty area.

Choupo-Moting came off
the bench to replace
Lewandowski and soon scored

Bayern’s second off a defense-
splitting pass from David Alaba
in the 73rd, chipping the ball
over Reina.

Bayern has reached at least
the quarterfinals in nine of its
last 10 Champions League cam-
paigns, with the sole miss com-
ing with a 3-1 aggregate loss to
Liverpool in the last 16 in 2019.

Bayern coach Flick opted
not to risk goalkeeper Manuel
Neuer, who has a cold, or for-
ward Kingsley Coman, who has
a minor muscle problem.
Neuer's stand-in Alexander
Nübel acquitted himself well in
stopping a tame header from
Sergej Milinkovic-Savic early
on, in a rare flicker of ambition
for Lazio before the penalty put
the game out of the Italian
club's reach. He could do little
about Parolo's late header after
poor marking by the Bayern
defense. 
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Lakshya Sen on Thursday
became the youngest

Indian male shuttler to reach
the All  England
Championship quarterfinals,
where Olympic silver medal-
list P V Sindhu joined him
with an easy win at the Super
1000 tournament here.

Sindhu, the reigning
world champion, recorded a
dominant 21-8, 21-8 win over
Denmark’s Line
Christophersen in a complete-
ly lop-sided second-round
match.

Earlier, the 19-year-old
Lakshya from Almora, who
had claimed five titles in 2019,
saw off France’s Thomas
Rouxel 21-18 21-16 to make it
to his maiden quarterfinals.

However, it was curtains

for HS Prannoy and B Sai
Praneeth after the duo went
down in the men’s singles
second round on Thursday.

Lakshya, who had claimed
the Asian Junior
Championships title, the
World Junior championships
Bronze and Youth Olympics
Games Silver in 2018, will
next face Netherland’s world
no 36 Mark Caljouw.

Sindhu will take on Japan’s
third seed Akane Yamaguchi.

In the men’s singles,
Prannoy, a former top 10
player couldn’t find his way
across world number 1 Kento
Momota, the Japanese playing
his first event since a horrific
accident that saw him under-

go an eye surgery last year.
The Indian lost 15-21 14-

21 in a 48-minute match to
bow out of the competition.

Olympic hopeful Praneeth
then squandered a first-game
advantage, losing 21-15, 12-21
12-21 to second seed Viktor
Axelsen of Denmark.

Also ousted from the
tournament was the mixed
doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Ashwini
Ponnappa, who lost 19-21 9-
21 to Japanese duo of Yuki
Kaneko and Misaki
Matsutomo in the opening
round.

Sindhu came out will all
cylinders blazing, zooming
into the interval with a mas-

sive 10-point lead at 11-1 in
just 4 minutes. The Indian
then moved to 16-4 and soon
sealed the opening game with-
out much effort.

In the second game,
Sindhu opened up a 6-4 lead
before entering the break with
a seven-point advantage.

The Indian conceded
three points after the interval
before reeling off the remain-
ing 10 points as Line could
just watch at the other end.

On Wednesday night,
Prannoy along with Lakshya,
Olympic hopeful B Sai
Praneeth and Sameer Verma
had entered the second round
but former world number one
Saina Nehwal was forced to
concede her opening women’s
singles match after suffering
an injury.

Saina, who finished sec-
ond best here in 2015, looked
in considerable, troubled by
her right thigh. She decided to
retire after lagging behind (8-
21 4-10) in her opening round

match against seventh seed
Mia Blichfeldt of Denmark.

In the men’s singles, world
number 15 Praneeth had beat-
en France’s Toma Junior
Popov 21-18 22-20, while
Prannoy brushed aside
Malaysia's Daren Liew 21-10
21-10.

Sameer outlasted Brazil's
Ygor Coelho 21-11 21-19,
while Lakshya had stunned
Thailand’s world No. 18
Kantaphon Wangcharoen 21-
18 21-12.

In the mixed doubles,
Pranaav Jerry Chopra and N
Sikki Reddy went down 15-21
17-21 to Denmark’s Rasmus
Espersen and Christine Busch
in the opening round. 
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Pakistan Cricket Board chair-
man Ehsan Mani is opti-

mistic about hosting India in the
Asia Cup in 2023 and hopes the
political relations between the
two neighbouring countries
would improve by then.

Mani informed that Sri
Lanka will host the Asia Cup in
2022, ruling out any chances of
the continental event being
staged this year in June.

“In 2022 Sri Lanka will
have it (Asia Cup) and in 2023
Pakistan will be hosting the
regional event. I am optimistic
that by time the political rela-
tions between the two countries
would have improved and this
would pave the way for the
Indian team to come to
Pakistan,” Mani said.

“In recent days there has
been some positive signs
through backdoor channels and
hopefully the ice will melt in the
relations,” he told the 'Jang'

newspaper in an interview on
Wednesday.

Mani said if the Indian
team visits its neighbours, it will
be a “big breakthrough” for
Pakistan cricket.

Mani further said that the
Asia Cup 2021 is unlikely to be
held as Pakistan doesn’t have the
time for it due to PSL 6 match-
es and India will also be busy
with the ICC World Test
Championship final against New
Zealand.

“Their is no question of the
Asia Cup being held this year as
we are very busy and don't
have time to spare this year.”

“There was a small window
in June in which we are going to
play the rest of the Pakistan
Super League matches,” Mani
said. “The Indian team will play
the final of the Test
Championship against New
Zealand. They have to go to
England two weeks ago and stay
in quarantine so the Indian
team is also busy,” he added.
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Unconquered thus far, star Indian
boxer Vijender Singh would look

to extend his unblemished record in
professional circuit when he spars
with tall Russian opponent, Artysh
Lopsan, in what is being billed as the
‘Battle on Ship’ here on Friday.

The 2008 Beijing Olympic bronze
medallist has not lost a bout since turn-
ing professional, boasting of a 12-0
record, which includes eight knockouts.

At the ‘Majestic Pride Casino Ship’,
the 35-year-old will enter the ring after
a considerable while.

His last bout was against Ghana’s
former Commonwealth champion
Charles Adamu in Dubai in November
2019.

Vijender is expected to face a stiff
challenge from the 26-year-old Russian,
who also has a decent record as a pro-
fessional boxer.

Lopsan, who is 6ft 4-inches tall, in
his six bouts as a professional boxer has
won four, including two knockouts,
besides suffering one defeat and a draw.

Vijender set his weight at 75.1 kgs
while Lopsan set his at the official 76.2

kgs at the official weigh-in on Thursday
evening.

The Indian said due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, his UK team
could not come to the country, and so
he has been training with Jai Bhagwan.

“It is hard for everyone and espe-
cially in the US and UK (United
Kingdom)... All shut down because of
COVID and we didn't go for a fight or
anything, so I take (training) here in

India.
“Jai Bhagwan is my trainer now as

my UK team couldn’t come here
because of this pandemic. It is almost
like two and half months that we have
been training and we are in shape and
tomorrow we have a good show,” said
Vijender on the eve of the fight.

Both the boxers have been train-
ing in the coastal state ahead of the
marquee event.

He had a sparring session with
friend-cum-coach Jai Bhagwan at the
Salvador-do-Mundo boxing hall on
Wednesday.

Vijender was also asked if there is
pressure of expectations as he has an
unbeaten record, to which he answered
in the negative.

“Because it is one and half year, I
did not fight, my last fight was in
Dubai, so there is no pressure, it is all
about boxing, it is all about sports, it
is all about the spirit...

“Because of this pandemic, because
of this COVID, all things are shut
down, we are coming back now, and we
are doing our fight, it is all about our
sport. There is no pressure. I am here
to play boxing,” he said.
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His squad packed with
youngsters, India head

coach Igor Stimac wants his
players to play fearless football
when the team faces more fan-
cied Oman and United Arab
Emirates in the international
friendlies next week.

India play Oman and UAE
in Dubai on March 25 and 29
respectively — their first match-
es after more than a year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic — as
part of preparations for the
joint qualifying round matches
for 2022 FIFA World Cup and
2023 Asian Cup.

“We need to come to the
pitch without any fear, we need
to try to make our transitions
properly, and we need to try and
enjoy the possession that we
have. That’s what I want to ask
of my players,” Stimac told AIFF
TV.

“As part of our footballing
philosophy, we do not look for
easy opponents. We can improve
only by playing against better
sides. Immediately after we
found out (that the World Cup
Qualifiers were postponed to
June), we were able to confirm
two friendlies against Oman
and UAE.”

Though India are
already out of reckoning
for a 2022 World Cup
berth, they are still
left with three
matches —
a g a i n s t
Qatar (at
h o m e )
a n d
Afghanistan
(at home) and
Bangladesh (away).
All the three matches
will be played in June.

Stimac said the
selection of the 27-man

squad was based on a number
of criteria, including the Indian
Super League form, past perfor-
mances for the national team
and overall experience.

“A conglomeration of differ-
ent factors (went into deciding
the squad). Most of the players
made it to the squad on merit.
But there are a few who have also
proved themselves on the inter-
national stage. A few poor per-
formances should not erase
them from the squad,” said
Croatian.

He painted a bright future
for Indian football.

“It’s a long process, and we
are preparing to play and win
against the best,” he said.

“We are trying to build on
the U-17s and develop their
knowledge. Football promotion
has grown leaps and bounds in
India. Soon, football will take
over as the number one sport
here.”

While the Blue Tigers are set
for their return to internation-
al football after the pandemic,
they will be without their cap-
tain and talismanic striker Sunil

Chhetri, who has himself
tested positive for
COVID-19.

Stimac heaped
praises on Chhetri, stat-
ing that his presence

motivates youngsters
because not many
players of his age
can continue per-
forming at such a
high level.

“When you
watch Sunil this
season, you can
see that he has

improved, even
though Bengaluru
FC did not play as
well. His individual
numbers show
that,” said Stimac.
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Emerson came off the bench
to score the late goal that

sealed a comfortable 3-0 aggre-
gate victory over the lacklustre
La Liga leaders.

Thomas Tuchel said “super
hungry” Chelsea have their
sights set on reaching the
Champions League final after
Hakim Ziyech ended his goal
drought to inspire a 2-0 win
against Atletico Madrid in the
last-16 second leg on
Wednesday.

Morocco forward Ziyech
grabbed his first goal since
October to put the hosts ahead
in the first half at Stamford
Bridge.

Emerson came off the
bench to score the late goal that
sealed a comfortable 3-0 aggre-

gate victory over the lack-
lustre La Liga leaders.

Adding to Atletico’s
misery, Stefan Savic was
sent off in the closing stages
for elbowing Antonio Rudiger
in the stomach.

While Chelsea
were the superior side
for long periods,
Atletico could justifi-
ably claim they should
have had penalty for
Cesar Azpilicueta’s
challenge on Yannick
Carrasco when the
score was still 0-0.

T u c h e l
admitted it
could have
been a penal-
ty, saying:
“Azpi got a
bit fright-

ened because his ball was
short, I was a bit frightened
as well.”

But Atletico boss
Diego Simeone

added: “We are
not looking
for excuses.
We were
beaten by a
better team.
We tried to
press them
up the
field, but
c o u l d n’ t
attack the

way we
l i k e .” T h a t
was the only

major scare
for Chelsea as they

extended their unbeaten
run to 13 matches since

Tuchel replaced the sacked
Frank Lampard in January.

Tuchel boasts the longest
ever unbeaten start by a Chelsea
boss after moving past Luiz
Felipe Scolari.

Revitalised by Tuchel,
Chelsea have conceded just
two goals in his brief reign and
are on a run of six consecutive
clean sheets in all competitions.

“A very good performance,
unbelievable effort. I could feel
we totally wanted it,” Tuchel
said. "We enjoyed the battle.
The guys were totally on and
sharp. We were super hungry to
go through.”

Leading Chelsea into the
last eight for the first time
since 2014 is another feather in
Tuchel’s cap as the German eyes
a return to the Champions
League final following his defeat

with Paris Saint-Germain
against Bayern Munich last
season.

“They play with a special
bond. Fixtures and results like
this give you a certain edge to
achieve special things. I'm pret-
ty sure no-one wants to play
against us,” Tuchel said.

“Quarter-final means
there's only four games (until
the final). It’s a big step and feels
excellent.”

Chelsea, Champions
League winners for the only
time in 2012, had been elimi-
nated in the first knockout
stage in their last four appear-
ances.

But they never looked in
danger of losing the 1-0 lead
given to them by Olivier
Giroud's overhead kick in the
first leg in Bucharest.
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Table tennis ace Achanta Sharath
Kamal on Thursday became the

first Indian to book a spot at the 2021
Tokyo Olympic Games after he
defeated Pakistani opponent
Muhammad Rameez in the second
men’s singles round-robin in the
South Asia group at the Asian
Olympic Qualification Tournament
here on Thursday.

Veteran Kamal suffered an initial
defeat to compatriot Gnansekaran
Sathiyan 9-11, 13-15, 11-5, 11-7, 12-
10, 9-11, 8-11 in the opening match
of the group. However, he looked in
complete control against Rameez as
he took just over 22 minutes to wrap
up the game 11-4, 11-1, 11-5, 11-4
comfortably and seal the Olympic
berth with at least a second-place fin-
ish in the group, and by virtue of
being the highest-ranked paddler in
the event.

Sathiyan, too, is now just one win
away from joining Kamal in qualify-

ing for the Tokyo Games as he takes
on Rameez in the final round-robin
South Asian group game. 

“It was a good match against
Sathiyan but I made some errors and
he capitalised on them to win the
match. I was a bit nervous before
playing against Rameez as I had never
faced him before. But after the first
few games I was confident that my
strategy was working and I executed
it well to maintain control,”  Kamal
said after qualifying.

Kamal, 38, had been in impres-
sive form before the COVID-19
pandemic struck the world. With no
matches happening, Kamal's prepa-
ration for the Olympics was badly
impacted, much like others. However,
he refused to give up and returned to
the arena after a break of almost a year
at the recently concluded WTT
Contender Doha and a last-16 finish
in the two events, as well as defeat-
ing world No. 16 Patrick Franziska
gave him enough confidence ahead
of the Asian Qualifiers.
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India survived some nervy
late overs after Suryakumar
Yadav’s blistering maiden

fifty to register a series-levelling
eight-run victory over England
in the fourth T20 International
here on Thursday.

Asked to bat, India posted
185 for 8, their highest total in
the series, thanks largely to a 31-
ball 57 from Suryakumar and
then restricted England to 177
for 8 to win the match and level
the five-match series 2-2.

The visiting side were in the
hunt till Ben Stokes (46 off 23
balls) and Jonny Bairstow (25 off
19) were on the crease with the
Indian bowlers leaking runs in
the middle overs. The dew also
created problems for the bowlers
to grip the ball.

But the home side made a
fine recovery with Hardik
Pandya and senior pacer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar leading
the way. England needed 23
from the last over and Jofra
Archer hit a four and a six but
could not get the required runs
in the end.

From 132 for 4 at the end of
the 15th over, England could add
just 45 runs in the last five overs.

India were led by Rohit
Sharma in these anxious
moments as Virat Kohli left the

field. Shardul Thakur ended
with figures of 3 for 42 while
Pandya got 2 for 16. Rahul
Chahar also got two and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar one wick-
et.

Earlier, India kept England
on a tight leash by giving away
just two runs in the first two

overs and removing the danger-
ous Jos Buttler (9) in the third
over.

But Jason Roy (40) and
Dawin Malan (14) began to pick
up the pieces, with England
reaching 48 for 1 after the pow-
erplay. Malan was dropped by
Shardul Thakur when on 3 but

he did not add too many runs as
he was out for 14 in the eighth
over with Rahul Chahar clean-
ing him up.

With the asking rate near-
ing 10 an over, England had to
play the shots but Roy failed to
have a complete control of his
pull off Pandya in the ninth over
for Suryakumar to complete an
easy catch near the boundary.

At 71 for 3 at the halfway
stage and the asking rate going
past 11 runs per over, England
had to take risks and Ben Stokes
did just that with two huge sixes,
one off Washington Sundar and
the other off Chahar.

With the dew giving diffi-
culties to the spinners, Stokes
and Jonny Bairstow got the
boundaries required to keep
the asking rate near 10 an over.

Stokes was particularly in
ominous form as he cleared the
boundaries with ease.

But the dismissal of
Bairstow in the 15th over and
that of Stokes two overs later
turned the match in India's
favour. The duo had shared 65
runs for the fourth wicket.

After sending Stokes back,
Shardul Thakur took two in two.

Earlier, Suryakumar
smashed a blistering maiden
fifty and powered India to 185
for 8 after the hosts were asked
to bat.

Suryakumar, who replaced
an injured Ishan Kishan, struck
six fours and three sixes in his
31-ball 57 to top score for India.
He debuted in the second T20I
but did not bat in that match.

India did not have a big

partnership but quickfire knocks
from Shreyas Iyer (37 off 18
balls) and Rishabh Pant (30 off
23) took the hosts to their high-
est total of the series.

England again opened the
attack with leg-spinner Adil
Rashid but Rohit Sharma (12)
clobbered him for a six in the
first ball of the match.

But Rohit's promising
innings was cut short in the
fourth over as he was caught and
bowled by Jofra Archer, who
took career-best figures of 4/33.

Suryakumar hit Archer for
a six in the first ball he faced in
international cricket, picked up
the gaps and found the bound-
aries to keep the scoreboard
moving, though the England
bowlers were by no means way-
ward. 
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India’s left-arm yorker sensa-
tion Thangarasu Natarajan

has passed his fitness Test
and joined the team during the
fourth T20 International
against England in
Ahmedabad on Thursday.

The 29 year old, who
impressed one and all in
Australia by making his debut
across all formats, had a shoul-
der injury as well as a knee
niggle that had ruled him out
of the first couple of games of
the five-match series.

“Natarajan has passed all
the mandatory fitness tests
including YoYo and 2km run.
He had f lown into

Ahmedabad a few days back
but had to undergo mandato-
ry hard quarantine since he
was not a part of the bubble,”
a senior BCCI official told PTI.

“Today, his quarantine got
over and he could sit in the
dugout. He will certainly be
available for selection in the
next game also and for the 50
over games,” he said.

Natarajan was brilliant
during India’s T20 series win
in Australia and was also given
a Test cap in Brisbane where
he got three wickets in the first
innings. 
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