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Aiming to speed up the pace
of the vaccination in the

face of an alarming surge in
Covid-19 cases, the Union
Cabinet on Tuesday allowed
the administration of coron-
avirus vaccine to people above
45 years of age from April 1,
irrespective of comorbidities.

Talking to reporters soon
after the Cabinet meeting,
Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar announced there will
be no need for medical certifi-
cates supporting co-morbidity
conditions, as the Government
had stipulated earlier for the
second phase of vaccination.

So far since the launch of
the national vaccination pro-
gramme, over 4.8 crore people
have been inoculated with
more than 32.53 lakh Covid-19
vaccine doses administered on
Monday itself. These include

health workers like doctors
and nurses, frontline workers
like police and municipal work-
ers followed by those above 60

years and 45 years but with co-
morbidities. However, now
“everyone above 45 years of age,
with or without comorbidities,

will be able to get the Covid-19
vaccine from April 1,”
Javadekar said.

While announcing the
Government’s decision,
Javadekar appealed to all eligi-
ble citizens to get themselves
registered to get inoculated
with the coronavirus vaccines.
The Union Minister assured
the nation that there is no
shortage of Covid vaccine
doses in the country.

“We have enough vaccines.
All eligible people should get
registered as it is a shield
against Covid-19. We appeal all
above 45+ should get vacci-
nated,” Javadekar said.

The decision to widen the
vaccine ambit comes amid the
concern that the doubling time
of Covid-19 cases in India has
decreased from 504.4 days on
March 1 to 202.3 days on
March 23, with six States —
Maharashtra, Punjab,

Karnataka, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh and Tamil Nadu
— reporting a surge in daily
new cases and together
accounting for 80.90 per cent
of the new infections reported
in a day.

When asked to comment
on the UK coronavirus variant
cases found in Punjab,
Javadekar said he was not a
health expert, but can say that
the virus erupts in several vari-
ants. “More cases are expected.

States which are noticing more
case, we are in constant touch
with them,” he added.

As per the advice by sci-
entists and world scientist bod-
ies, the second dose can be
administered between the sixth
and eight week, particularly for
Covishield. India has approved
Covaxin developed by Bharat
Biotech and Covishield from
the Oxford-AstraZeneca and
Serum Institute of India (SII).

Continued on Page 2
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Eighty-one per cent of the
latest 401 samples sent by

Punjab for genome sequenc-
ing have been tested positive
for the new UK Covid-19
variant. Alarmed, the Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh on Tuesday urged the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to widen the vaccina-
tion ambit to cover those
younger than 60 as “the
mutant has been found to be
infecting young people more”.

At the same time, the
Chief Minister has also
appealed to the people to get
themselves vaccinated and
strictly adhere to the Covid
safety protocols.

Continued on Page 2
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Bhubaneswar: Odisha might
have to stop its coronavirus
immunisation drive for four
days starting at the end of
March because of a shortage of
vaccine doses. The State does
have vaccines for 4 days. 

Nagpur: Nagpur’s Covid-19
tally rose by 3,095 on Tuesday
to touch 1,99,771, while the
death toll increased by 33 and
the recovery count by 2,136,
an official said.
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In a significant breakthrough
in the alleged Mansukh

Hiran murder case,
Maharashtra’s Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) on Tuesday
named arrested police officer
Sachin Vaze as one of the sus-
pected accused in the sensa-
tional case and said that it
would seek his custody in the
coming days.

Talking to media persons
here,  ATS Additional Director-
General of Police Jai Jeet Singh
said, “In our investigations,
we have found evidence to
suggest that Vaze was involved
in the alleged murder of
Mansukh Hiran. There are
several suspects in the case.
Vaze has denied his role in the
murder. His statement does not
hold water.”

“As part of our ongoing
technical investigations into
the case, we have come to
know that one of the arrested
accused Naresh Gore had
obtained a SIM card for anoth-
er arrested accused Vinayak
Shinde, a convicted police con-

stable, from a person known to
him from Gujarat. Vaze’s link
to the case has been established
on the basis of this SIM card.
After we established this, we
arrested Shinde and Gore,”
ATS Additional DGP said.

Meanwhile, the ATS has
recorded the statements of sev-
eral witnesses in the case.

Singh said that the ATS
would soon file a petition in the
court seeking the custody of
Vaze from the NIA.

Vaze, who is an accused in
the case involving the planting
of an explosive laden SUV
near industrialist Mukesh
Ambani’s residence in south
Mumbai on February 25, will
remain in the custody of NIA
till March 25.

The ATS’ confirmation
about Vaze’s alleged involve-

ment came two days after the
ATS arrested Shinde and Gore.  

It may be recalled that
Hiran’s body was recovered
from the marshy Reti-Bunder
creek Mumbra in the neigh-
bouring Thane district on
March 5.

Shinde is a dismissed
policeman, who has been con-
victed in the case involving the
fake encounter of Ramnarayan
Gupta alias Lakhan Bhaiya.
Bhaiya was killed in a fake
encounter on November 11,
2006. In 2013, a Mumbai ses-
sions court had awarded life
sentences to 21 people, includ-
ing 13 Mumbai Police person-
nel, convicted in the case.

Shinde has been on parole.
The investigations by the ATS
have revealed that Shinde was
in regular touch with Vaze
and helped the latter in his
activities.

Among other things, the
ATS Additional DGP admitted
that the accused had either
tried to destroy evidence or dis-
pose off mobile phones, SIM
cards and CCTV footages relat-
ing to the case.
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The Supreme Court will on
Wednesday hear the plea by

Mumbai’s former Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh seeking direction for
immediate “impartial and fair”
CBI probe into alleged corrupt
malpractices of Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh.

As per the Wednesday’s
cause list uploaded on the apex
court website, the petition
would come up for hearing
before a bench comprising
Justices SK Kaul and RS Reddy.

Singh, a 1988 batch IPS
officer, has also sought quash-
ing of the Government order
transferring him from the post
of Mumbai Commissioner of
Police alleging it to be “arbi-
trary” and “illegal”.

As an interim relief, he has
sought stay of the operation of
his transfer order and direction
to State Government, the
Centre and CBI to immediate-
ly take in its custody the CCTV
footage from the residence of
Deshmukh.

Continued on Page 2
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ADelhi court on Tuesday
upheld an order sentencing

AAP MLA Somnath Bharti to
two years in jail for assaulting
the AIIMS security staff after
which he was taken into cus-
tody and sent to the prison, his
lawyer said.

A magistrate court had in
January sentenced him to two
years in prison. Special Judge
Vikas Dhull partly dismissed
Bharti’s appeal and convicted
him for the offences under sec-
tions 147 (rioting) read with
149 (unlawful assembly) of
IPC and under section 3 (mis-
chief causing damage to pub-
lic property) of the Prevention
of Damage to Public Property
Act.

The court, however, set
aside his conviction under sec-
tions 323 (voluntarily causing
hurt), 353 (assault or use of
criminal force to deter public
servant from discharge of his
duty) read with section 149 of
IPC.

According to the prosecu-
tion, on September 9, 2016,
Bharti, along with nearly 300
others, brought down the fence
of a boundary wall at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) here with a
JCB operator.

According to Bharti,
AIIMS had no authorisation to
cover the “nallah” (drain)
between Gautam Nagar and
Ring Road as it was a public
property and had to be opened
for general use. 

During the course of inves-
tigation, it came on record
that the drain was given on
lease to the AIIMS for covering
and maintenance.

The sessions court said in
its order that the evidence of
eyewitnesses to the incident
was consistent to the effect that
a gathering of around 200-300
people along with Bharti were
present near the boundary wall
of AIIMS and they were trying
to break the wall and the   fence
by the use of JCB machine.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major relief to borrowers,
the Supreme Court on

Tuesday directed that no com-
pound or penal interest be
charged for the six-month
moratorium announced last
year amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the amount already
recovered is to be refunded or
adjusted in the next instalment
of loan account.

While refusing to extend
the period of moratorium, the
apex court said there is “no jus-
tification” to charge interest on
interest or compound interest
for the period during the mora-
torium once the payment of
instalment is deferred by last
year’s March 27 notification.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) had on March 27, 2020
issued the circular allowing
lending institutions to grant a
moratorium on payment of
instalments of term loans

falling due between March 1
and May 31 of last year due to
the pandemic. The moratorium
was extended by three months
till August 31.

The top court delivered the
verdict on a batch of petitions
seeking reliefs, including exten-
sion of loan moratorium, com-
plete waiver of interest or inter-
est on interest during the mora-
torium period and sector wise
relief packages.

“However, it is directed
that there shall not be any
charge of interest on inter-
est/compound interest/penal
interest for the period during
the moratorium and any
amount already recovered
under the same head, namely,
interest on interest/penal inter-
est/compound interest shall be
refunded to the concerned
borrowers and to be given
credit/adjusted in the next
instalment of the loan account,”
a bench headed by Justice

Ashok Bhushan said in its 148-
page judgment.

The apex court bench, also
comprising Justices RS Reddy
and MR Shah, noted that by a
notification dated March 27 last
year, the Government has pro-
vided deferment of instalments
due and payable during the
moratorium period.  

“Once the payment of
instalment is deferred as per
circular dated March 27, 2020,
non-payment of the instal-
ment during the moratorium
period cannot be said to be
willful and therefore there is no
justification to charge the inter-
est on interest/compound
interest/penal interest for the
period during the moratorium,”
the bench said.

“Interim relief granted ear-
lier not to declare the accounts
of respective borrowers as NPA
stands vacated,” the apex court
said.

Continued on Page 2

-��*	�������	�	�������	�����	�
����.) ����� �������� ���������

���%%��
�	��
���
2+7+9+2�87

Five police personnel were
killed and 13 others injured

as Maoists blew up a bus in
which they were travelling in
Chhattisgarh’s Narayanpur dis-
trict on Tuesday, police said.

The landmine explosion
took place between
Kanhargaon and Kadenar vil-
lages in the Dhaudai police sta-
tion limits.

Personnel from the District
Reserve Guard (DRG) were
returning in the bus to
Narayanpur town, 300 km away
from Raipur, after a counter-
insurgency operation, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P said.

“Five DRG personnel,
including the driver, were
killed,” he said.

On Monday, a joint team of
security forces from

Narayanpur and neighbour-
ing Dantewada district had
launched the anti-Maoist oper-
ation along the inter-district
border.

Around 3 pm on Tuesday,
forces belonging to Narayanpur
returned to Kademeta camp in
the district following which
those belonging to DRG from

the district headquarters left in
the bus, Sundarraj said.

Around 4.15 pm, the
Maoists triggered three IED
(improvised explosive device)
blasts targeting the bus, which
had around 25 personnel, near
a culvert. In the impact, the bus
fell into the culvert, he said.

Continued on Page 2

�����	����'	������������
�
'�
�����	
��*+	,	������	��$��

��������	
����	������������������������������	�����������������	�����	�����
����������������������������	���	�����

�		�����
������������ �� 

����� 2&3�.&456

Owing to the prevailing
Covid-19 situation, the

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has extend-
ed suspension of scheduled
international commercial pas-
senger flights till April 30. 

“However, international
scheduled flights may be
allowed on
selected routes
by the compe-
tent authority
on a case-to-
case basis,” the
DGCA added.

Scheduled
international
passenger ser-
vices have been
suspended in
India since March 23, 2020, due
to the Covid-19 pandemic. But
special international flights
have been operating under the

Vande Bharat Mission since
May and under bilateral “air
bubble” arrangements with
selected countries since July.

India has formed air bub-
ble pacts with 27 countries,
including the US, the UK, the
UAE, Kenya, Bhutan and
France. Under an air bubble
pact between two countries,
special international flights can

be operat-
ed by their
a i r l i n e s
b e t w e e n
their terri-
tories.

T h e
D G C A
c i r c u l a r
also said
that the
s u s p e n -

sion does not affect the oper-
ation of international all-cargo
operations and flights specifi-
cally approved by it.
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With the national Capital
reporting 1,101 coron-

avirus cases on Tuesday —
highest in over three months —
and four deaths, the Delhi
Disaster Management
Authority on Tuesday ordered
that there will be no public cel-
ebrations in the national
Capital during upcoming fes-
tivals such as Holi and

Navaratri.
Chief Secretary Vijay Dev

directed authorities to ensure
strict compliance of the order.

“All authorities concerned
will ensure that public celebra-
tions and gatherings, congre-
gations during upcoming festi-
vals like Holi, Shab-e-Barat,
Navaratri, etc, shall not be
allowed in public places/public
grounds/public parks/mar-
kets/religious places etc in NCT
of Delhi,” the Chief Secretary
said in the order.

It is for the first time since
December 24 that the city has
recorded more than 1,000 cases
in a day. 
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Varanasi: To drive away the
fear of Covid-19 pandemic
and at the same time celebrate
Holi without anxiety, young
innovators from Varanasi have
come up with a unique anti-
corona pichkari (water gun).

The resurgence of the
Covid-19 pandemic has left the
Government worried and also
dampened the spirits of people.
It may prove difficult to strict-
ly follow social distancing dur-
ing the festival of colours.

In this situation, youth

from Varanasi, which also hap-
pens to be Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's parliamentary
constituency, have created a
water gun which would not
play spoilsport during Holi
while maintaining social dis-
tancing among people.

This special water gun,
equipped with sensors, would
sprinkle colour at people with-
out physically touching one
another and would caution
people as soon as they try to
break social distancing norms.

Vishal Patel, a student of
Ashoka Institute of Technology
and Management, has created
this water gun. In a special con-
versation with IANS, he said
that the festive spirit of Holi
must not fade away due to
Covid-19. 

So, we have created an
anti-corona water gun, which
would follow Covid guidelines
issued by the government as
well as help people sprinkle
colour on each other.

Patel said the water gun

will be placed on the roof in
front of one's house. As soon as
a person comes near this water
gun, its sensors will get acti-
vated and would start throwing
colour. As long as nobody
comes in front of the water gun,
it will remain inactive. This
unmanned water gun can
prove useful in fighting coro-
navirus.

Apart from fighting against
Covid-19, this special pichkari
can also be used for the pur-
poses of sanitisation. It took 15

days to create this water gun in
which 8 litres of colour can be
filled at a time. It has been built
using a 12 volt battery, infrared
sensor, ultrasonic sensor a
switch and an LED light. The
watergun costs nearly Rs 750.

Manish Arora, Banaras
Hindu University
Coordination, Department of
Behavioural Arts and
Coordination Design
Innovation Centre, said this
water gun is an innovative
idea. It will protect people

along with helping people cel-
ebrate Holi.

Shyam Chaurasia, In-
Charge of the Research
Development Cell of the insti-
tute, says technology has
brought relief to people during
the pandemic. 

The water gun is another
experiment in this direction.
"The children have done a
remarkable job. This will help
maintain social distancing and
celebrate the festival of colours
with gusto." IANS
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New Delhi: The Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Delhi incubated startup,
Geliose Mobility, has launched
an electric scooter 'HOPE'.
The running cost of this scoot-
er is only 20 paise per kilome-
tre.

'HOPE' is a cost-effective
scooter for delivery and local
commuting. It gives a top speed
of 25 km. Along with this, it
also falls in the discount cate-
gory available for the e-vehicles
and does not require a driving

license or registration for dri-
ving.

'HOPE' comes with a
portable charger and portable
lithium-ion battery, which can
be fully charged in common
sockets used at home. This bat-
tery is fully charged in 4 hours.
The customers have the option
to select two different ranges of
50 km and 75 km of battery
capacity.

IIT Delhi said that this
scooter is equipped with mod-
ern technology like battery

management system, data
monitoring system and pedal-
assist unit. It comprises IoT
which always informs cus-

tomers about their scooters
through data analytics. Due to
such features, 'HOPE' falls into
the category of smart and con-

nected scooters of the future.
Geliose Mobility is one of

the few companies which pro-
vides special features such as
the pedal-assist system present
in the scooter. During the jour-
ney, customers can choose the
option of pedal or throttle as
per their convenience. 'HOPE'
is equipped with special reverse
mode technology for conve-
nient parking, with the help of
which the scooter can be
parked even in difficult places.

'HOPE' has a strong and

lightweight frame built for
ultra-modern usage. The struc-
ture of the scooter and its lean
design gives it the ability to eas-
ily move through dense traffic.
The vehicle has a revolutionary
slide and rides feature that
allows riders to attach different
load carrying accessories or
rear seat depending on the
requirement.

Geliose Mobility is collab-
orating with logistics and deliv-
ery companies to meet local
delivery requirements in food,

e-commerce, grocery, essentials
and other distribution appli-
cations.

Hubs for charging and
maintenance of the scooters
will be set up by the company
on frequent routes of the deliv-
ery partners. In case of an
emergency, contingency ser-
vices such as roadside assis-
tance and roadside battery
replacement will be provided
by the company.

Aditya Tiwari, Founder
and CEO, Geliose Mobility,

said, "We are going through an
era of increasing pollution and
climate change every day, and
there is a need for sustained
efforts in all the industries,
especially in the field of auto-
mobiles. We started Geliose
Mobility three years ago.
'HOPE' is our flagship step in
the effort to build the vehicle
ecosystem. The starting price of
'HOPE' is Rs 46,999, which
makes it the most affordable
Internet connected scooter in
the market." IANS
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The national Capital report-
ed 1,101 coronavirus cases

while the case positivity
reached to1.31 per cent on
Tuesday. Four fresh deaths also
reported, taking the total death
toll to 10967.

According to the health
department of the Delhi gov-
ernment the number of active
cases rose to 4411.

These 1101 new cases
pushed the tally of Covid-19
cases reported in the city till
now to 649973, while 634595
patients have recovered from
the disease. Delhi had regis-
tered over 888 cases on
Monday, 823 cases on Sunday,
813 on Saturday, 716 on Friday,
607 on Thursday, 536 on
Wednesday and 425 on
Tuesday, according to official
data. 
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From Page 1
Of 4.8 crore (4,84,94,594) vac-

cine doses administered through
7,84,612 sessions, 78,59,579 health-
care workers (HCWs) have taken the
first dose, 49,59,964 HCWs second
dose, 82,42,127 frontline workers
(FLWs) have received the first dose

and 29,03,477 FLWs have taken the
second dose. 

Besides, 42,98,310 beneficiaries
aged more than 45 to 60 with spe-
cific co-morbidities and more than
2 crore (2,02,31,137) beneficiaries
aged more than 60 years have been
administered the first dose.

According to the Government,
fourteen States and UTs have not

reported any Covid-19 deaths in the
last 24 hours. 

These are Jammu & Kashmir,
Goa, Uttarakhand, Odisha,
Lakshadweep, Sikkim, Daman and
Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
Ladakh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Arunachal Pradesh and
Nagaland.

From Page 1
“The petitioner has

invoked writ jurisdiction of this
court to seek unbiased, unin-
fluenced, impartial and fair
investigation in the corrupt
malpractices of Deshmukh,
the Home Minister of
Government of Maharashtra,
before the evidences are
destroyed,” he has said in his
plea.

“Deshmukh had been
holding meetings in February,
2021 at his residence with
police officers including Sachin
Vaze of Crime Intelligence

Unit, Mumbai and Sanjay Patil,
ACP Social Service Branch,
Mumbai, bypassing their
seniors and had instructed
them that he had a target to
accumulate Rs 100 crore every
month and had directed to col-
lect money from various estab-
lishments and other sources,”
Singh has alleged.

He has claimed it is reliably
learnt that on or about August
24-25, 2020, one Rashmi
Shukla, Commissioner
Intelligence, State Intelligence
Department, had brought to
the notice of the Director
General of Police, who in turn
brought it to the knowledge of

the State’s Additional Chief
Secretary Home Department,
about corrupt malpractices in
postings/transfers by
Deshmukh based on telephonic
interception.  

“She was shunted out
rather than taking any firm
action against said Deshmukh”,
he has said.
Deshmukh had been interfer-
ing in various investigations
and was instructing the police
officers to conduct the same in
a particular manner as desired
by him, Singh has alleged.

“Such act of Deshmukh in
abuse of the official position of
the Home Minister, whether in
calling and directly instructing
the police officers of lower
rank such as Vaze or Patil for
his malicious intent of extort-
ing money from establishments
across Mumbai and from other
sources or whether in interfer-
ing in the investigations &
directing the same to be con-
ducted in a particular manner,
or whether indulging in cor-
rupt malpractices in posting
/transfers of officers, cannot be
countenanced or justified in
any democratic State”, he has
claimed.  

Singh has said fair CBI
investigation is thus warranted
in each of such acts of
Deshmukh in alleged abuse of
the official position of the
Home Minister and added that
he has brought the corrupt
practices in the knowledge of
the senior leaders and the
Chief Minister of the State
immediately.  

He said
thereafter, on
March 17, by a
notification of
t h e
Maharashtra
Government he
was transferred
from the post
of the Police
Commissioner
of Mumbai to
the Home
Guard depart-
ment in an
“arbitrary and
illegal manner
without the
completion of

the minimum fixed tenure of
two years”. 

Referring to the February
25 incident outside Antilia,
residence of businessman
Mukesh Ambani, where a car
with explosives was found lead-
ing to a bomb scare, Singh said
he believes that the reason for
the transfer noted by the State
Government in its file is to
ensure a free and fair investi-
gation in the case.  

He said the said case is
being now investigated by the
NIA, and Vaze, officer of Crime
Intelligence Unit, Mumbai has
been arrested for custodial
interrogation by the NIA. 

“All necessary assistance
had been rendered by peti-
tioner’s office and his officers
for the conduct of a free and
fair investigation by the ATS
and the NIA into the Antilia
incident. It is not even case of
NIA that the petitioner had in
any manner obstructed in free
and fair investigation by NIA,”
he said.  

He further said having
made such startling revela-
tions, he apprehends further
malicious and coercive actions
at the instance of “disgruntled
Home Minister in abuse of his
powers”.  

He said Deshmukh while
mechanically denying the con-
tents of the letter dated March
20, submitted to the Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
has issued a Press release
threatening to initiate defama-
tion proceedings against him. 

He has also sought direc-
tions to safeguard him from
any further coercive steps
apprehended in the retaliation
for laying bare the alleged cor-
rupt malpractices of
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From Page 1
The bench, which referred

to previous verdicts delivered
by the top court, noted that
what is best in national econ-
omy and in what manner and
to what extent the financial
reliefs or packages be formu-
lated, offered and implement-
ed is ultimately to be decided
by the government and the RBI
on the aid and advise of the
experts.  

“The same is a matter for
decision exclusively within the
province of the central gov-
ernment. Such matters do not
ordinarily attract the power of
judicial review,” it said.

“Merely because some
class/sector may not be   agree-
able and/or satisfied with such
packages/policy decisions, the
courts, in exercise of the power
of judicial   review, do not ordi-

narily interfere with the policy
decisions, unless such policy
could be faulted on the ground
of mala fide, arbitrariness,
unfairness etc,” the bench said.

The bench also noted in its
verdict that the Centre had
come out with a policy decision
subsequently by which it was
decided not to charge interest
on interest on loans up to Rs 2
crores and this relief was
restricted to following cate-
gories -- MSME (Micro, Small
& Medium Enterprises),
Education, Housing,
Consumer durable, Credit card,
Automobile, Personal and
Consumption.

“There is no justification
shown to restrict the relief of
not charging interest on inter-
est with respect to the loans up
to Rs 2 crores only and that too
restricted to the aforesaid cat-
egories. What are the basis to
restrict it to Rs 2 crores are not
forthcoming,” it said.

From Page 1
It added that when some of

the eyewitnesses resisted the
bringing down of the fence, they
were abused and injured due to
stone pelting by the mob. "The
evidence which has come on
record of the eye witnesses
shows that unlawful Assembly
was comprising of 200-300 per-
sons of which appellant (Bharti)
was the member.

"It is true that only five
accused persons were charged
for the offence under Section
147 IPC read with Section 149
IPC and out of which four
accused persons have been
acquitted but still I do not find
any illegality in the conviction of
appellant for the offence under
section 147 IPC read with
Section 149 IPC as the evidence
which has come on record
shows that unlawful Assembly
was comprising of 200-300 per-
sons and the remaining persons
could not be identified or appre-
hended," the judge said in his
order.

The judge said, however,
that the magistrate court had
committed "grave illegality" in
convicting the AAP leader for
the offence of voluntarily caus-
ing hurt as the evidence of the
injured persons were not reliable
and trustworthy.

It said no explanation has
been given by the prosecution as

to why the injured persons were
not medically examined on the
date of the offence and on what
basis, opinion was sought, when
no injuries were observed by the
doctor or reported by injured.

"The opinion regarding
injuries has been taken by the IO
(investigating officer) on May 5,
2018, i.e. almost after two years
of the incident," it said.
It further said the manner in
which the persons had suffered
injuries was not corroborative
and was contradictory to each
other which made their testi-
mony doubtful and unreliable.

The court said the prosecu-
tion has not brought any such
medical record which made
this court raise an adverse infer-
ence against prosecution that no
such injuries were suffered by
the injured.

"In the light of the evidence
which has come on record, the
evidence of injured persons
namely...Was not at all reliable
and trustworthy and the MLCs
could not have been relied upon.  

"Therefore, the trial court
had committed a grave illegali-
ty in convicting the appellant for
the offence under section 323
IPC read with Section 149 IPC
when the evidence which has
come on record, was not reliable
and trustworthy. Accordingly,
the appellant is acquitted for the
offence under Section323 IPC
read with Section 149 IPC," it
said.

From Page 1
Reinforcements rushed to

the spot and evacuated the
dead and injured from the
dense forest. The injured were
flown to Raipur in an Indian
Air Force chopper for treat-
ment.

The bus was passing along
the under construction

Barsoor-Palli road which is
surrounded by the thick forests
of Abhujmad region.

The dead were identified
as Head Constables Pavan
Mandavi and Jailal Uikey,
Constables Karah Dehari and
Seval Salaam, and Assistant
Constable Vijay Patel, said the
officer.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel has

strongly condemned the
killings and vowed to intensi-
fy the anti-Naxalite opera-
tions.

“Maoists are frustrated as
they are losing ground due to
continuous operations by
security forces. This act is the
outcome of their desperation.
Operations against them will
be intensified,”, he said in a
statement.
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Delhi Police Commissioner
SN Shrivastava has organ-

ised a training programme on
Crowd Control and Public
Order Management for Delhi
Armed Police personnel, which
will enable them to handle
law and order during sensitive
situations in the national cap-
ital.

According to police, the
first batch of 75 police person-
nel are being trained from
March 22 to April 6 at RAF
Academy of Public Order
(RAPO), Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh.

“The training will help the
police personnel in handling

the law and order situation and
enable them in countering sen-

sitive situations such as riots
and protests effectively,” said

police.
“This training programme

is first of its kind in the 
history of Delhi Police in which
all the police personnel of
Delhi Armed Police will be
trained in all technical strate-
gies of crowd control along
with modern weapons and
special techniques,” said Anil
Mittal, the Additional Public
Relation Officer (APRO) of
Delhi Police.

“The police personnel will
also be trained in psychology,
public and police relations,
communal harmony, various
case studies, fire fighting tech-
nique, less lethal weapon and
ammunition handling, 
new special devices, anti riots
drill and human rights,” said
Anil Mittal. 
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a 24-year-old man for

allegedly robbing a person at
gunpoint in southwest Delhi’s
Kishangarh area.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Mohit, a resident of
Mehrauli. According to Ingit
Pratap Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Southwest district, on
Monday around 8 pm, police
were patrolling and saw at
Aruna Asaf Ali Road near

Sanjay Van, gate number 1
that a person was chasing a
man towards Sanjay Van.

“The patrolling team also
started chasing him and appre-
hended the person who was
later identified as Mohit.
During investigation, it was
revealed that Mohit, along with
his two associates, robbed the
victim, who works as manag-
er in a private company in
Kisangarh, of Rs 1.75 lakh at
gunpoint,” said the DCP.

“The victim was on his way
to his owner's house to deliver

Rs 1,75,500. When he reached
near Sanjay Van, gate number
1, the accused persons hit his
bike by their motorcycle. When
the victim fell on the road, they
started beating him and loot-
ed the bag at gunpoint,” said the
DCP.  

“While they were trying to
escape, police nabbed Mohit
after a brief chase, while his
other associates managed to
flee on motorcycle. Police
recovered the looted bag con-
taining Rs 1,75,500 from his
possession, the DCP said..

New Delhi: Three illegal call
centres have been busted by the
Delhi Police cyber cell, one of
them in Bindapur and two in
Janakpuri.

The accused were running
multiple fake processes includ-
ing a Social Security Number
scam, the Apple Tech Support
scam and the Amazon Tech
Support scam. As many as 37
accused have been arrested for
allegedly duping foreigners.

The accused used to send
voice recordings to foreign
nationals pretending to be US
Drug Enforcement personnel
and then extorted money from
them. They also used to send
recorded messages pretending
to be from Apple Technical
Support and Amazon
Technical Support and then
con unsuspecting callers. As
disclosed by the accused, they
have conned thousands of peo-
ple of crores of rupees in this
manner. A raid was conducted
at the premises on Monday and
it was found that the accused
were running illegal call centres
in Bindapur and Janakpuri.

IANS

���%%��
�	��
��� 2&3�.&456

The South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) has

approved the proposal to open
40 new Aadhar centers in its
jurisdiction.

Standing Committee
Chairman in SDMC Rajdutt
Gahlot said that that the move
will help people in availing the
services related to aadhar cen-
tre. “People can enroll for new
aadhar card can apply for cor-
rections, changes, etc in their
nearby areas. In the first phase,
10 aadhar centers will be
opened and remaining centers
will be opened in later phases.
People can avail the facility by
paying charges fixed by the
aadhar authority,” he said.

Gahlot further said that

with opening of the centres,
people will avoid long queues
as they will get services in their
locality. He said that the UIDAI
has authorized multiple agen-
cies for aadhar registration
including SDMC. With the
authorization, SDMC can start
aadhar enrollment and related
services in its jurisdiction, he
said.

The Standing Committee
Chairman said that out of 10
Centres which will be opened
initially. Out of these, five will
be permanent and five will be
on mobile centres. He
informed that Rs 100 will be
charged for aadhar enrollment,
Rs 100 for biometric update, Rs
30 for e-KYC and Rs 50 for cor-
rections in existing Aadhar
card.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) claimed on Tuesday

that the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-ruled South Delhi

Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) has brought a pro-
posal in House meeting to
hike the property tax by 34 per
cent. However, the claim was
denied by the BJP.

AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj said that a
proposal to hike property tax
by 34 per cent was tabled by the
SDMC in house. “On the one
side, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal reduced circle
rates by 20 per cent while the
BJP ruled MCD increased
property taxes by 34 per cent,”
he said.

The AAP leader said that
the BJP ruled MCD waved off
six months licence fee for out-
door advertisement contractors
and now making up for the loss
from residents. Also, the BJP
government has massively

increased the price of diesel,
petrol and LPG in the last sev-
eral days but the AAP govern-
ment has not hiked any tax in
the last seven years, he said.

“The BJP ruled SDMC has
decided to increase the prop-
erty tax in A, B, C, D and even
in the H category. Moreover,
they have not even kept out
Jhuggi-hope and JJ Cluster.”

Responding to the claim,
Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said
it seems "in his malafide anxi-
ety to level charges against
MCDs, AAP leader Bhardwaj
does not even cross-check facts

before speaking".
“Today the resolution was

brought in SDMC to reject the
Commissioner's proposed rise
in House Tax,” he said.

Standing Committee
Chairman in SDMC Rajdutt
Gahlot said that proposal to
increase house tax has been
rejected by the Standing
Committee earlier hence no
question of any hike so far aris-
es.  He said that AAP leaders
are misleading people by
putting wrong facts as his party
wanted to get political benefits
in municipal elections sched-
uled next year.
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A43-year-old man was
allegedly shot dead a by two

unidentified persons in west
Delhi’s Jaffarpur Kalan area.

The deceased has been
identified as Mukesh alias
Fauzi, a resident of JP Kalan.

According to Santosh
Kumar Meena, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Dwarka district, on
Monday around 5.30 pm,
Mukesh was singing along with

his friends in the field of one
Rajender near Firni Road,
Jaffarpur Kalan where two
unknown persons came on a
black motorcycle and asked
them about one Rakesh.

“Rakesh was not with
them. Meanwhile, the person,
who was inquiring about
Rakesh, opened fire from a
country-made pistol on
Mukesh. He shot Mukesh
around three to four bullets and
fled away on their bike,” said
the DCP.

“Later, Ishwar Singh (60),
a resident of JP Kalan, made a
PCR call. The nephew of
Mukesh took him to the near-
est hospital where he was
declared dead,” said the DCP.

“A case under relevant sec-
tions has been registered. Police
have inspected the crime scene
and recorded the statement of
the eyewitness. The post-
mortem of the body has been
conducted and investigation is
in underway to nab the accused
persons, the DCP said.
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The Delhi Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) President

Adesh Gupta said the Kejriwal
Government is the first in the
country which is pushing
youths towards alcoholism to
increase its own revenue.

Addressing a massive
protest against the new excise
policy here near Shahdara bus
terminal on Tuesday, he said on
one hand the BJP was orga-
nizing programmes on the
martyrdom day to encourage
and inculcate feeling of patri-
otism in youths; the Kejriwal
government on the other hand
is making them move towards
liquor consumption. The angry
workers also burnt the effigy of
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal. Present at the protest

with him were party vice pres-
ident  Virender Sachdeva,
Leader of Opposition in Delhi
Assembly  Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, MLA Jitender
Mahajan, district president
Master Vinod, Pravesh Sharma
among others.

The BJP president won-
dered whether Delhi govern-
ment is unmindful of the fact
that more liquor shops would
not only lead to increased
crime rate in Delhi but also
make it the Capital of Liquor.
Let’s not forget because of pro-
hibition in Gujarat and Bihar,
crime rate there is very low, he
said.

Gupta said not only will it
lead to spurious liquor and pro-
mote crime but will  also spoil
youngsters as the legal age for
drinking has been lowered

from 25 to 21 years.
He said the right thing

would have been for the gov-
ernment to tighten liquor pol-
icy to make Delhi safe for
women and keep youngsters
away from the liquor. It seems
the Kejriwal government values
the revenue more than safety of

women or saving the young-
sters from falling into this
habit, he charged.

The BJP president said the
move to totally hand over run-
ning of liquor shops to private
people smacks of corruption
and could prove counter-pro-
ductive.  The tendency of peo-

ple to drink liquor can lead
many families to break up sit-
uation, he observed. The fact of

the matter is all this is being
done for political funding, he
charged.
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As the coronavirus cases report-
ed a sudden surge, Delhi Health

Minister Satyendra Jain on Tuesday
requested people to be aware and
take all the precautions to contain
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Health Minister was speak-
ing at a function held at Delhi
Vidhan Sabha to facilitate the
Corona warriors from Deen Dayal
Upadhay and GTB Hospital in the
presence of Speaker of Delhi Vidhan
Sabha Ram Niwas Goel and various
senior doctors. On the occasion, Jain
said that Coronavirus is a recurring
infection and one need to learn to
live with it.

“I would like to thank all the
doctors, nurses, paramedics and
staff for their contribution in com-

bating the Covid-19 pandemic that
has been going on for the past year.
Nobody had anticipated or experi-
enced any of what happened. This
disease was first witnessed in 1918,
almost 100 years ago but nobody
was well versed with the protocol.
This is a recurring infection. The
minute we feel it is getting better,
there is a sudden surge,” Satyendra
Jain  said.

Delhi was witnessing 200 cases
per day some time back but it is
again the number has risen to 800-
900. Just like the other diseases, we
will have to learn how to protect
ourselves. If we continue to follow
proper precautions like washing
our hands, wearing a mask, a lot of
other diseases too, can be kept at
bay,” he said.

“The fight that we are putting up

against the coronavirus was only
possible because of your support.
We introduced many new success-
ful concepts to the world like home
isolation. 

When we bought oxygen con-
centrators in May-June in bulk,
nobody was ready to accept its util-
ity. However, a few months later cen-
tral government included it in their
protocol.

The Health Minister further
said that Delhi was the first city in
the world to use plasma therapy to
treat Covid-19, and within one
month. 

“I believe that the efforts put in
by our medical staff, cannot be put
in words. I extend my gratitude to
all of you for your dedication and
hard work. During the Corona
pandemic, our doctors, paramedics

and nurses have lost their lives in
pursuit of saving someone else’s life.
This in itself is the supreme sacri-
fice. It is because of this sacrifice, we
have been able to save many lives,
for which I thank all of you” said
Health Minister Jain.

The national Capital reported
over 800 coronavirus cases for the
third day on the trot on Monday,
while seven people succumbed to
viral disease, the highest 
since February 4, the Health
Department said.

The 888 new infections, the
highest in nearly three months,
pushed the tally of Coronavirus
cases reported in the New Delhi till
now to 6,48,872, while 6.33 lakh
coronavirus positive patients have
beed recovered from the deadly 
disease. 
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Power discom BSES has
urged its consumers to

‘Switch-off ” lights during the
Earth Hour on March 27.

Commenting on the
importance of a sustainable
planet, a BSES spokesperson
said, “We sincerely appeal to
our over 4.5 million consumers
and around 18 million resi-
dents in our area to make the
right choice for the planet and
for the future generations that
will inherit it. This Earth Hour,
‘switch-off and speak for
nature’. Citizens can help pro-
tect the natural world to safe-
guard our future."

“BSES discoms are active-
ly championing sustainable
growth by promoting renew-
able, roof-top solar, electric
vehicles, battery storage, behav-
ioural energy efficiency and
demand side management pro-
grams. As conscientious cor-
porate citizens, we also urge
consumers to adopt a sustain-
able way of life and adopt
green options like solar energy,

EVs and energy efficiency as a
way of life,” he said.

Earth Hour is an annual
global event that draws atten-
tion to sustainability of our
planet. Earth Hour 2021 will
unite people online and put a
spotlight on the urgent need to
address the issues of ‘nature loss
and climate change’. Showing
solidarity with the event, BSES
is once again actively and
wholeheartedly supporting and
promoting the Earth Hour ini-
tiative.
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The Aam Aadmi Party chief
spokesperson Sourabh

Bharadwaj on Tuesday said
that if Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta makes the minimum age
of buying liquor in Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) ruled States
25 years then the AAP
Government will make it 30
years in Delhi too.

Bharadwaj said that the
legal age of drinking alcohol in
the BJP-ruled States like Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh is
21 years, in BJP ruled Goa it is
18 years. He said that the BJP
is saying all these to protect
black markets and financial
misappropriations.

The AAP leader said that
the BJP leaders should ask the
Central Government to make
a law that the age of drinking
alcohol in the whole country
should be 25 years as this will
bring uniformity.

"I am surprised to see the
hypocrisy of the BJP. Till now

no one has seen such hypocrisy
inside any political party. It is
very clear that the BJP is fully
shameless.  Within the BJP-
ruled states, the legal of liquor
consumption is 21 years from
many years. It is 21 years in
dozens of states including Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Arunachal
Pradesh. The BJP has ruled for
15 years in Goa, where the legal
age is 18 years," he added.

Bhardwaj challenged the
Delhi BJP chief Adesh Gupta
and LOP Ramveer Vidhuri to
bring this age back to 25 years
in the BJP ruled states then will
make it 30 years. 

"This is BJP's attempt to
steal revenue and protect black
marketing. If you go to a
restaurant where liquor is
served, you often see the youth
of 21-year-old. The police and
other departments raid these
premises and extort money
from the restaurant owners.
This money goes to the top. By
our decision, this malpractice
will be stopped and that is why
BJP is upset," he added.
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The meat shopkeepers on
Tuesday staged a protest

against the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
(MCG) team that reached
Shona Chowk in old Gurugram
to close meat outlets which
were opened despite the MCG
orders.

The decision was taken
during a house meeting of the
MCG on March 18. The pro-
posal to keep meat shops shut
every Tuesday was approved
after a few councillors raised
the issue citing 'Hindu senti-
ments'.

Apart from this, the civic
body had also decided to
increase the license fee for
meat shops from Rs 5,000 to Rs
10,000. In case a meat selling
store is found to be running
illegally, it will have to pay ten
times in penalty which has
been increased from Rs 500 to

Rs 5,000.
"There is no law to close

meat shops every Tuesday. We
will soon approach the Deputy
Commissioner (DC),
Gurugram and the MCG
Commissioner against this
restrictions and if our demands
are not meet we will approach
the court for our rightful jus-
tice," Tahir Khan, president,
Meat Market Association told
IANS.

Meanwhile, the MCG offi-
cials who faced the ire of the
meat shopkeepers said they
were just following the orders.

"According to the corpo-
ration order it was told that if
we found any shop opened it
would be closed after issuing
warning and if the shop
remained open despite warning
a fine of Rs 5,000 would be
issued against the said estab-
lishment," said a MCG official.

"It is a dictatorship by the
MCG. Who has given right to

them to close meat shops every
Tuesday in Gurugram. The
civic body officials without
counsulting the meat estab-
lishment owners issued such
baseless orders. We will soon
approach the district adminis-
tration in connection with the
matter," Hazi Shahad Khan,
Chairman Muslim Ekta Manch
told IANS.
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The total number of
Coronavirus cases of the

UK, South Africa and Brazil
variants in India has doubled in
merely five days from 400
cases on March 18 to 795 till
date. These three strains are
considered to be more lethal
and spread easily, even taking
the young people in its grip.

Ringing the alarm bell at
the fast spread of the mutat-
ed strains, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh
said that 81 per cent of the 401
samples sent by the State for
genome sequencing tested
positive for the UK Covid
variant. Presently, as per the
Centre’s  directions, just five
percent of all positive Covid-
19 samples from each State,
five per cent are being tested
for genome sequencing  in
order to identify potential
outbreaks and related strains
as part of continuous surveil-
lance.

Expressing concern over
the surging cases, the Punjab
Chief Minister stressed the
need for the Central
Government to urgently open
up the vaccination for a big-
ger section of the populace.
The Union Cabinet has now
decided to allow vaccination
of those over 45 and above,
without any co-morbid con-
ditions.

A genomic consortium of
10 regional laboratories with
the National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) as
the apex laboratory has been
established to perform genom-
ic sequencing of the samples
from positive travellers and 5
per cent of the positive test
samples from the community.

This comes against the
backdrop of Maharashtra,
Punjab and Gujarat reporting
an upsurge in Covid-19 cases.
Maharashtra accounts for over
60 per cent of the daily cases.

In fact, Minister of State
for Health Ashwini Choubey
had recently told the Rajya
Sabha that these three mutat-

ed variants also have the
potential to re-infect people
who have been previously
infected with SARS-CoV-2.

As of March 10, 2021, a
total of 19,092 RT-PCR posi-
tive samples for SARS CoV-2
have been received from var-
ious states/UTs, in which 4,869
samples have been processed.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Tuesday said the Covid-

19 pandemic underlined the
importance of a quality health-
care system accessible to every
individual.

He said the year 2020 was
a watershed moment for health-
care in India as well as around
the world.

In his message on the eve of
World Tuberculosis Day, which
is observed every year on March
24, Kovind said that the entire
National TB Elimination
Program was at the forefront in
fight against COVID-19. 

"Their commitment
towards tackling the COVID
pandemic while continuing
with TB elimination efforts is

commendable. The
Government of India is com-
mitted to achieving the goal of
Universal Health Coverage as
per the United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goals," he said.

This is being implemented
under the aegis of Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana, which is the
largest national health insurance
scheme in the world, the pres-
ident said.

"The year 2020 was a water-
shed moment for healthcare in
India as well as around the
world. The COVID-19 pan-
demic underlined the impor-
tance of a quality healthcare sys-
tem accessible to every indi-
vidual," Kovind said.

The president said he is

happy to learn that World
Tuberculosis Day is being
observed on March 24 to raise
public awareness about TB. 

"On this day in the year
1882, Dr.Robert Koch
announced the discovery of
the bacteria that causes TB. It
paved the way for diagnosis and
cure of this deadly disease,"
Kovind was quoted as saying in
a statement issued by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

"I would like to compliment
the National TB Elimination
Program on their commendable
achievements despite the diffi-
cult circumstances. On this
occasion, we should reinvigorate
our efforts to achieve 'Health 

for All', and create a brighter
and healthier future for gener-
ations to come," he said. 
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Adetermined Opposition,
including the Congress

and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
raised a din in the Rajya Sabha
on Tuesday protesting against
a Bill that proposes to give
more power to the Lieutenant
Governor (L-G) of Delhi.

For its part, the BJP
demanded the dismissal of
Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh and sought to
raise alleged charges of cor-
ruption against him. However,
their demand was turned down
by Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu.

The House witnessed
repeated adjournments as the
Congress and AAP members
protested against the
‘Government of National
Capital Territory of
Delhi(Amendment) Bill 2021’.

The uproar started when
Deputy Chairman Harivansh
asked Minister of State for
Home Affairs G Kishan Reddy
to move a motion for the con-
sideration of the Government
of National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Amendment) Bill 2021.

Sanjay Singh (AAP)
protested against allowing the
motion, saying his notice has
been pending in the House.
The Deputy Chairman assured
the AAP member that his
notice would be considered
after the motion is moved, but
Singh called it “unconstitu-
tional.”

Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge said the
Bill is dangerous and it will
grab rights of the elected
Government of Delhi and
destroy democracy. He alleged
that the Government wants
the L-G as government and the
elected dispensation as his ser-
vant.

The deputy chairman
adjourned the House till 5.24
PM. As the House reassembled,
the protest by opposition
members continued, prompt-
ing the chair to adjourn the
House for a second time till
5.40 PM.

The Government of
National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Amendment)

Bill, 2021, which was
passed in the Lok Sabha on
Monday, seeks to make it clear
that the “government” in Delhi
means the “Lieutenant
Governor.” The Bill also makes
it mandatory for the Delhi
government to take the opin-
ion of the L-G before any exec-
utive action.  The AAP is in
power in Delhi.

Earlier, the AAP
approached all opposition par-
ties requesting them to oppose
the Bill in the Rajya Sabha.
Party sources said most of the
opposition parties support the

AAP’s stand against the bill and
will be raising their voice
against it.

As for the BJP demanding
the dismissal of Deshmukh it
lead to an uproar in the House
for a while. 

Trouble started towards
the end of the morning Session
when BJP MP Sushil Kumar
Modi said he had given a Zero
Hour mention seeking
Deshmukh’s dismissal. This
led to noisy scenes in the
House with members from the
opposition benches objecting
to it. 

4**�����	���������5����	��-���'���
������������
 ��������
!�����"#�$������%

����������&�
����

����� 2&3�.&456

The Government on
Tuesday informed Lok

Sabha that deposit threshold
limit raised to �5 lakh per
annum in provident fund for
which interest would continue
to be tax exempt.  

This would be applicable
to those cases where no con-
tribution is made by employ-
ers to the retirement fund.  In
her Budget presented to
Parliament on February 1,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had provided that
interest on employee contri-
butions to provident fund over
�2.5 lakh per annum would be
taxed from April 1, 2021. 

Replying to the debate on
the Finance Bill 2021 in the
Lok Sabha, Sitharaman made
the announcement regarding
raising the limit to �5 lakh in
cases where employers do not
make contributions to the
provident fund. The Finance
Bill, which gives effect to tax
proposals for 2021-22, was
approved by voice vote.  The
Bill was passed after acceptance
of 127 amendments to the
proposed legislation. 

Finance Minister also
stressed that tax on interest on
provident fund contribution
affects only 1 per cent of the
contributors, and the remain-
ing are not impacted as their

contribution is less than �2.5
lakh per annum. Referring to
the issues raised by various
members on higher taxes on
motor fuel, Sitharaman said
she would love to discuss the
issue of bringing petrol and
diesel under GST in the next
GST Council meeting. She
also sought to remind mem-
bers that it was not just the
Centre which taxes motor fuel
and States too impose levies. 

The Finance Minister also
said rationalisation of customs
duty structure will be under-
taken to help domestic busi-
nesses, especially the MSME
segment. On taxes, she empha-
sised on the need for widening
the tax base. With regards to
the equalisation levy, she said
this is meant to provide a level
playing field to domestic busi-
nesses which pay taxes in
India. 

In the debate, entire oppo-
sition MPs said high prices of
diesel, petrol and LPG are
hurting the common man
across the country and asked
the Government to reduce
them. Supriya Sule (NCP) said
excise component in the prices
of petrol is close to �38 per litre
while state value-added tax

(VAT) is about �19 per litre in
Delhi. The Government should
consider slashing this high
excise duty, she said.

She urged the Government to
bring down prices of petrol,

diesel and LPG cylinder. Sule
also raised concern over the
pace of disinvestment and pri-
vatisation of profit-making
public sector entities (PSEs).    

Ritesh Pandey (BSP) too
raised the issue of high prices

of petrol and diesel “burning a
hole in pocket of the poor”.
“The government is imposing
48 per cent as excise... And the
rising prices of petrol and
diesel are hurting the poor very
badly,” he said. 

“Selling of PSUs and their pri-
vatisation will impact reser-

vation policy for Dalits as pri-
vate companies will not follow
reservation policy. Privatisation
is going to have a long term
impact on poor and Dalits of
the country,” he added.
Equalisation tax is going to
make digital payment costly
and the government should
rethink about this, Pandey
said.

Nama Nageswara Rao (TRS)
too demanded that petrol

and diesel prices be reduced.
Rao also urged the government
to consider lowering the
import duty on cotton. The
government raised the import
duty on cotton from 10 per
cent to 15 per cent in the
Budget 2021-22.
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As the farmers continue their
protests and a resumption

of talks with them seems uncer-
tain in near future, the
Government on Tuesday once
again defended the three farm
laws saying that new farm laws
are intended to facilitate direct
buying from farmers in trade
area by traders, processors,
exporters, Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs), agricul-
ture co-operative Societies so as

to facilitate farmers to get bet-
ter price. The government said
that the new farm laws also pro-
vide farmers with cost effective,
easy time bound dispute reso-
lution system at local level with
provision of penalty against
traders for contravention of
any provision to protect the
farmers including small and
marginal farmers.

“The farm laws will accel-
erate more investment in mar-
keting and value addition infra-
structure including that in stor-

age facilities near to farm gate
creating more employment
opportunities for rural youth,”
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said in
a reply to the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday.

The minister said that farm
laws provide additional mar-
keting opportunities to farmers
for selling their produce outside
the Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC)
market yards such as at farm-
gates, cold storages, warehouse,

silos, etc. to help farmers to sell
their produce to direct buyers
without depending on middle-
men thus reducing cost of mar-
keting and improving their
gain.

The new farm laws also
provide farmers with a cost-
effective, easy time bound dis-
pute resolution system at local
level with provision of penalty
against traders for contravention
of any provision to protect the
farmers including small and
marginal farmers.
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Despite facing odds like ten-
sion at the borders,

cyclones and earthquakes dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic,
India emerged stronger and the
entire world realised its poten-
tial, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi told BJP MPs on
Tuesday.  

Addressing the BJP parlia-
mentary party meeting, Modi
said he relished all these chal-
lenges during the pandemic
and the country also over-
came them.

“Sharing his experiences of
the pandemic, Modi told MPs
that during the period, the
country was not only facing the
challenge of the virus, but on
others fronts as well. There
were tensions on the LAC,
cyclones, earthquakes and then
there was locust swarm attack
but despite all these odds, India
emerged stronger and the
entire world realised its poten-
tial,” said Union minister Arjun

Ram Meghwal briefing about
the meeting.

Meghwal said the prime
minister also mentioned that he
has been holding public office
for more than two decades, first
as the chief minister of a state
and now as the prime minister,
and he has never taken a day
off.

Besides Modi, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar also addressed the
BJP parliamentary party meet-
ing.

Jaishankar asserted that
India’s stature rose in the world
during the pandemic because
of its medical diplomacy of
providing antibiotics and test-
ing kits to other nations earli-
er and for its vaccine diploma-
cy later, Meghwal said.

The external affairs minis-
ter also shared details of the
Centre’s Vande Bharat mission
of bringing back stranded
Indians from abroad, Meghwal
said.
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The Government is plan-
ning to launch ‘Poshan

Abhiyan’ to provide nutrition-
al support to the indigent elder-
ly population not staying in old
age homes and are victims of
severe malnutrition, the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment said on Tuesday.

Minister of State for Social
Justice and Empowerment
Rattan Lal Kataria in a written
reply said in the Lok Sabha that
the scheme will focus on
procuring locally available
healthy food material and serv-
ing mid-day meals to the elder-
ly.

“The gram panchayats and

urban municipalities are the
implementing agencies of the
scheme. The funding for the
scheme is from the Senior
Citizens Welfare Fund,” he
added. Malnutrition is a con-
dition where a person is defi-
cient in nutrients, such as pro-
tein, vitamins and minerals, or
not getting enough calories.
This has many effects on health
and body function, including
increased frailty, delayed wound
healing, and higher mortality.

Experts, however, say that
improving nutrition alone
might not be the only answer to
malnutrition. “Old people may
need better fitting dentures to
help them eat and drink or food
should be easy to chew and
swallow.
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In a determined push to attain
self-reliance in defence man-

ufacturing, the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO) in the
last three years has undertak-
en 79 projects worth over �
8,201 crores. These weapon
systems include cruise mis-
siles, anti-ship missile, ammu-
nition, radars and torpedoes
besides others.

These indigenously
designed and developed state-
of-the art systems will be
inducted into the three armed
forces in the next three years,
the Government informed
Parliament.

Giving details, minister of
state for defence Sripad Naik
said in a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha on Monday, dur-
ing the past three years, 79 pro-
jects amounting to �8,201
crores directly pertaining to
development of new defence
equipments were undertaken. 

These systems included
Cruise Missile, Anti-Ship
Missile, Surface-to-Air Missile,
Air-to-Air Missile, Extended
Range Anti-Submarine Rocket,
Mounted Gun System,
Ammunitions, Electronic
Warfare System, Radars,
Torpedoes and High
Endurance Autonomous
Underwater Vehicle.

Some of the DRDO devel-
oped systems which are like-
ly to be available to defence
forces during 2021-23 are
Astra missile, anti-drone sys-
tem, SATCOM devices, sur-
face to air missile, guided
bombs and NAG anti-tank
missile,

Many DRDO developed
technologies such as Battle
Field Surveillance Rader
(BFSR),  Joint Venture
Protective Carbine (JVPC)
Jammers, 5.56 mm Rifle, 40
mm Under Barrel Grenade
Launcher (UBRL)and Oleo
Resin (OR) Grenade are being
utilized by the state police.

Moreover, the DRDO car-
ried out upgrades including

Arjun Mk-1A main battle
tanks, Akash missile, Light
Combat Aircraft(LCA) Mk-
1A

Medium Power Radar-
Extended Range PINAKA-
Extended Range, Guided
Electronics &
Communication System,
Unified Mission Computer
for SU-30 MKI aircraft,
Internal Electronic Warfare
System for MIG-29 Upgrade
Aircraft and electronic warfare
systems for warships.

This comes at a time,
when India’s imports in the
last nine to ten years dropped
by more than 33 per cent.
Moreover, Russia, the main
supplier of arms to India, suf-
fered in the process besides
the US which had emerged as
a big supplier of arms to India
in the last one decade.

Noting these points in its
report recently, the reputed
international organization
Stockholm International
Peace Research
Institute(SIPRI) also said the
decline took place due to an
attempt by to reduce its
dependence on Russian arms
and complex procurement
processes.

Its arms imports reduced
by 33 % between 2011-15 and
2016-20, the report said. At pre-
sent, more than 70 per cent of
inventory in the Indian armed
forces is of erstwhile USSR and
Russian origin.  Moreover, the
US in the last one decade had
supplied arms and ammunition
worth over 15 billion dollars.
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Jaipur: Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot said that late Harisingh
Mahuva was a leader associat-
ed with and his personality and
work was different. He left an
indelible mark while holding
various posts in the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly, including
the Chief Whip. He was com-
mitted to ideas and remained
dedicated to the interests of
every section of the society, irre-
spective of caste and religion.

Gehlot established himself
in a newly constructed
Sadbhavana Park in Khedla
Bujurg village of Dausa district
through video conference from
the Chief Minister&#39;s resi-
dence on Tuesday.
Harisinghwas addressing on
the occasion of the unveiling of
the statue of Mahuva. He said
that if any person&#39;s statue
is installed, then generations
remember the contribution of
that person towards society
and country. Self With the
installation of the statue of
Harisingh ji, the new generation

will get an opportunity to know
about him. He raised his voice
against social evils and strived
for the development of his
region. Declaration to make
Khedla Dujurg a sub-tehsil

The Chief Minister said
that in order to sustain his con-
tribution in the development of
the state and the region, he said.
Harisingh Ji&#39;s ancestral
village Khedla elderly was
named as Sub Tehsil and a
sports stadium in the village
was named after him.
Announced in the name of
Harisingh Mahuva. He said
that the state government will
not have any shortage in the
development of Mahuva and
surrounding areas.
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Farooq Abdullah has worn
many hats over the years in

his long political career. On
Tuesday he became a 'motiva-
tional' speaker and delivered a
'fiery' speech on the occasion of
40th foundation day of the
Panthers Party in 
Jammu.

His presence on the stage
alongside few Congress leaders
from Jammu also created rip-
ples as efforts were being made
to forge a 'united alliance' of like
minded parties to checkmate
Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) in
its strong 
bastion.

Dr Abdullah too used the
opportunity to his utmost
advantage and went on to warn
the people of Jammu region to
stay alert against all the 'divi-
sive forces' bent upon creating
a  communal divide in the soci-
ety to further their political
agenda.

Dr Farooq further said
that “India belongs to everyone
irrespective of caste, creed or
religion. However, in present
times, Hindus, Muslims and
Sikhs are being separated.”

Referring to the current
scenario prevailing in Jammu
and Kashmir, Dr Abdullah
said, “Today is the situation that

our children will not get
employment, but employees
will come from outside. Then
where our educated boys and
girls will go for jobs? Will they
get jobs in Haryana, Himachal,
or Punjab? Will we go to the
mountains? What will happen
with the sons/daughters?” he
questioned in indirect reference
to the abrogation of special sta-
tus which has opened local jobs
in J&K to outsiders.

Without naming BJP, Dr
Farooq said, “We have seen slo-
ganeering on development, but
where our children will go
(for jobs). Without Aadhaar
card, even you will not get
ration and that (ration) too, has
been decreased. How would
poor people get the ration?
Where do they make such
rules?” Dr Farooq said it was an
“attack on self respect” of the
local residents.

“I have come here to say get
united and fight against those
who want to create division
among us. Our Maharaja Hari
Singh was farsighted and his
General Zorawar Singh
reached upto Tibet to strength-
en the erstwhile state which
now has been divided (into two
Union Territories),” he said.

“If this State, its unity and
religion have to be saved, we
have to sacrifice for the nation

(India) and for the people of
J&K. We have to break the wall
of hate,” he added.

Without naming any polit-
ical party, Dr Abdullah
appealed to the people of
Jammu region to strengthen
the hands of Panthers Party
leaders.

On the occasion he didn't
spare a few Congress leaders
too. Pointing fingers towards
them he bluntly told them to
pull up their socks and work
harder towards consolidating
their party's base in the region.

Dr Abdullah delivered this
speech in the presence of Prof
Bhim Singh,President of the
Jammu and Kashmir National
Panthers Party. He also paid
tributes to the national heroes
Sardar Bhagat Singh, Rajguru
and Sukhdev who were hanged
on March 23, 1931 by the
British Govt. in Lahore Central
Jail. Last time When Prof Bhim
Singh sat alongside Dr
Abdullah during a meeting of
the constituents of Peoples
Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration in Jammu in
November 2020 Panthers party
leader Dr Harsh Dev Singh had
expelled its founder Prof Bhim
Singh from the party. On
Tuesday he too was present on
the stage and attended the
event.
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Aperson, who was dazed by the discon-
nection of the electricity connection,

threw acid on the contract worker of the
Electricity Department. A few drops of acid
fell on the contractor's face, causing the face
to scorch. A report has been lodged against
the accused in the case. However, the police
are talking about throwing chemical used
in cleaning of the idol in place of
acid.

Jeetu, son of Bhagwati Prasad, a resi-
dent of the  Shivdan Nagar, is working on
contract at the Hastapur Power Sub-station
in the Electricity Department. According
to Jeetu, he went to pick up the vegetable
at the main intersection. Meanwhile, he met
Pannalal son of Podinaram, a resident of
Asawar.

He started accusing him of power-cut-
ting of his house while abusing him. There
was an argument between the two on this.
It is alleged that after this Pannalal brought
acid and threw acid on him, which caused
some damage to victim's face. According to
the police, the case is being investigated and
the accused is being searched. On the other
hand, there is anger among the electrical
workers from the incident.
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The ruling CPI(M)-led LDF in Kerala
suffered an embarrassment on

Tuesday as a statement given by the prime
accused in the gold smuggling case
Swapna Suresh to the Enforcement
Directorate found its way to the media.
This time the statement by Swapna
Suresh features P Sreeramakrishnan, the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly,
who has been dropped by the CPI(M)
from the list of candidates  for the April
6 Assembly election.

Sreeramakrishnan had met the ruler
of Sharjah during the latter’s visit to
Kerala in connection with his business
projects to set up educational institutions
in the oil-rich kingdom. It was the UAE
Consulate at Thiruvananthapuram that
facilitated the meeting between the
Speaker and  ruler. Swapna suresh was the
liaison officer at the UAE 
consulate at Thiruvananthapuram and
was privy to the meeting that was held
in 2018.

She said the Speaker had consulta-
tions with the ruler to get land at sub-

sidised rates in Sharjah for his proposed
educational empire. Sreeramakrishnan
had plans to invest in educational insti-
tutions in many West Asian countries,
said Swapna Suresh in her statement to
the Enforcement Directorate.

The prime investigating agency was
in the process of summoning
Sreeramakrishnan for questioning about
his role in the reverse hawala transaction.
Swapna in her previous statement had
alleged that the Speaker had a role in
sending US dollars worth one million
from Kerala to UAE by hawala route.
Sreeramakrishnan had denied all charges
made by her in the past but he was not
available for comments about the latest
media leak about his West Asian business
mission.

Though Swapna had given statements
naming Sreeramakrishnan and
Sivasankar ( former principal secretary
to Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan) for
their roles in hawala transactions and gold
smuggling, she later retracted from the
versions and alleged that the ED officials
had coerced and forced her to name Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan as the master

mind behind these 
activities.

The Crime Branch of Kerala Police
had last week filed a FIR against ED offi-
cials for forcing Swapna Suresh to lie to
them in order to tarnish the name of the
chief minister. The latest leak came at a
time when it looked like the CPI(M)-led
LDF has surged ahead in the race to the
April 6 poll. But the statement by Teeka
Ram Meena , chief electoral officer, that
there were thousands of fake names in the
voters’ list in the State as alleged by Leader
of the Opposition Ramesh Chennithala
has shocked the front leaders.
Chennithala had charged that there were
more than 4.5 lakh fake names in the vot-
ers’ list in the State and he claimed that
he had submitted the documentary evi-
dences to the Election Commission of
India.

Prof Stanly Sebastian, a maverick
politician belonging to the BJP, who has
been campaigning against the influx of
illegal Bangladeshi immigrants to Kerala
alleged that there were 20 lakh
Bangladeshi and Rohyanga illegal immi-
grants in the State. 
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Going all guns blazing against
Mamata Banerjee for run-

ning a Government of “goons,
corrupt and extortionists,”
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Tuesday asked the people of
Sundarbans to throw the “syn-
dicate and tolabaj (extortionist)
Government out of power.”

Hitting the Trinamool
Congress where it hurt the
most he first dangled carrots
promising a new district and
huge development package for
this tiger-infested delta zone and
second he offered a probe into
the Amphan scam vowing to
put all the culprits behind the
bar. The South 24 Parganas, par-
ticularly the Sunderbans was the
hardest hit by the super-cyclone
that hit the State after a gap of
about 200 years.

Alleging that “cut money,
syndicate and tolabaji (extor-
tion) were the benchmarks of
Mamata regime the Home
Minister said Banerjee was
warning her chair for nephew
and Diamond Harbour MP
Abhishek Banerjee. While
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s aim is to develop Bengal
… while he works day and night
to improve the quality of your
life Mamata Didi’s only aim is to
see the Bhatija (nephew) on the
Chief Ministerial throne.”

Shah was addressing a huge
rally at Gosaba town at the
mouth of inhospitable
Sunderbans the world’s largest
delta.

Accusing the Bengal
Government of sitting on a
mountain of scams he said
“while till date the Modi
Government has launched 115
schemes the TMC Government
has equal number of scams to
its credit,” adding “the Centre
sent Rs 10,000 crore to help peo-
ple hit by Amphan (super
cyclone) but all that fund were
misappropriated by the Bhatija
and company.”

He said “after BJP wins the
elections a Special Investigation
Team will be formed to find out
the Amphan scamsters and all
those involved in the scam will
be jailed howsoever big he or
she is.” Elections to the 294
Assembly seats will be held in
eight phases from March 27 to
April 29. Votes will be counted
on May 2. 

Alleging that Banerjee was
concerned only with the welfare
of her nephew Shah said the
Chief Minister was blocking
implementation of central
schemes in the State like
Ayushman Bharat and Kisan
Sanman Nidhi.

Attacking the Bengal
Government for allowing
uncontrolled infiltration he said
“Mamata Banerjee Government

will never stop infiltration as it
suits its vote bank politics. But
once the BJP Government
comes to power we will stop
infiltration … not even a bird
will be allowed to enter out ter-
ritory.” The BJP Government
would implement the CAA to
provide citizenship to the
refugees and identify the infil-
trators once it came to power in
Bengal, he iterated.

Infiltration, border smug-
gling and cow-racketing
through a maze of rivers and
innumerable creeks at the
mouth of Bay of Bengal and
Sundrbans have been a major
problem of this area for years.

Promising an overall devel-
opment of this one of the most
backward regions of the State he
said once coming to power the
BJP Government would not
only make Sundrebans a district
but also form a Sunderbans
development board with a pack-
age of Rs 2 lakh crore. 

Shah who took out a mas-
sive road show at Midnapore
town later on Tuesday afternoon
will go all out in the final hours
of the first phase campaigning
addressing five rallies on March
25, party sources said.

Asking the people not to get
overwhelmed by the TMC
gangsters who capture booths
during the elections he said his
party was “ready to take on the
goons and syndicates” as “we

have to end this syndicate rule
of the TMC. We will end this
culture… don’t get afraid of the
goons come out and cast your
vote.”An irked Chief Minister hit
back mounting personal attack
on Shah saying, a “Gabdagobda
… Hodol kutkut (Bengali slang
for a fat man) is threatening the
people of Bengal but the people
here will unite and reject them.”

Alleging that the BJP was
planning to bring in police
men in civil dresses from States
ruled by it to capture booths and
rig elections, Banerjee asked the
people to remain on guard
against the outsiders.

“The BJP is bringing in
police men from other states to
capture booths, they are also
importing criminals from
neighbouring States … I am told
that some areas at Ayodhya hills
bordering Jharkhand are still
open from where the criminals
are coming … we appeal to the
Election Commission to seal the
borders,” Banerjee told a rally at
Para in Purulia district asking
the people to “remain alert and
brave and drive the outsiders
out from your areas if they come
to rig elections.”

Attacking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for peddling lies
she said “the Centre is selling off
all the government concerns …
only Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's ‘factory of lies’ will
remain. 

She said the BJP was mak-
ing tall claims in its manifesto
but they had forgotten about the
previous promises made before
the Assembly elections in
Assam and Tripura.

Saying that the BJP
Government had not only
slashed government vacancies
but also sacked thousands of
government employees in the
north-eastern States she said
“first ask them to fulfill the
promises made before the gen-
eral elections and other
Assembly elections.”

Meanwhile, in what is being
seen as being hit by its own
weapon the TMC has drawn the
attention of Election
Commission alleging that

Suvendu Adhikari the BJP’s
most high-profile candidate
who is contesting against
Mamata Banerjee from
Nandigram was “hiring crimi-
nals and anti-social elements” to
righ the polls.

Trinamool Congress leader
in Rajya Sabha Derek O'Brien
wrote to the Commission
demanding steps to filter out the
criminals being brought in
Nandigram.He game the
approximate number of alleged
suspicious outsiders who were
staying at various addresses for
the past several months in
Nandigram area and asked the
Commission to flush out these
men.
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Guwahati: Anti-CAA activist Akhil Gogoi in
a letter  from jail on Tuesday alleged physi-
cal and mental torture in custody  and claimed
that he was offered instant bail by NIA inter-
rogators  if he joined  either the RSS or BJP.

The letter released by Gogoi's newly
floated political outfit  Raijor Dal said that the
peasant leader was taken to Delhi on
December  18, 2019 without the Court's per-
mission.  “At the NIA headquarter, I was
lodged in lockup no 1 and was  given only
one dirty blanket. I slept on the floor in 3-4
degree  celsius of temperature,” he claimed.

During interrogation, the NIA officials
offered him instant  bail if he joined the RSS,
the letter claimed.

“When I was arguing against the insult-
ing offer, they came out  with another pro-
posal of joining the BJP. They said I could con-
test  the Assembly against a vacant seat and
become a minister,” Gogoi claimed.      The
RTI activist also alleged that he was offered
Rs 20 crore  to start an NGO by leaving the
peasant body Krishak Mukti Sangram  Samiti
(KMSS) and work against conversion of
Assamese people into Christianity.      “When
I did not accept any of their proposals, they
offered \ me a meeting with the chief min-
ister and an influential minister  of Assam. I

turned down that too,” Gogoi said.
He alleged that when he accepted none

of the NIA offers, he  was called  a “disobe-
dient citizen” as charged in extreme cases.

“I was threatened with dire conse-
quences if I don't accept their  proposals.
Death threats also came. I was threatened with
at least  10 years of imprisonment. With so
much physical and mental torture,  I became
restless on the night of December 20,” Ggogi
wrote.      He was admitted to Gauhati Medical
College and Hospital for  treating COVID-
19 and remains there for other ailments.

“I was threatened with dire conse-
quences if I don't accept their  proposals.
Death threats also came. I was threatened with
at least  10 years of imprisonment.

“With so much physical and mental tor-
ture, I became restless on  the night of
December 20,” Ggogi wrote.

The NIA had arrested him in December
2019 for his alleged  role in violent anti-
Citizenship Amendment Act protests. He was
admitted  to Gauhati Medical College and
Hospital for treating COVID-19 and  remains
there for other ailments. When contacted, BJP
spokesperson Rupam Goswami told PTI
“These are  all baseless allegations and noth-
ing but cheap politics.  PTI
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In its latest report, the
Association for Democratic

Reforms (ADR) has said that
11 per cent of the 345 candi-
dates contesting in the second
phase of the Assam Assembly
elections this year have
declared criminal cases against
themselves. After analyzing
the self-sworn affidavits of all
the 345 candidates contesting
for the second phase polls to be
held on April 1, the ADR said
that of the 345 candidates
analysed, 37 (11 per cent) can-
didates have declared criminal
cases against themselves and 30
(9 per cent) serious criminal
cases against themselves.

The ADR also gave the
financial status of the contest-
ing candidates, and out of the
345 candidates, 73 (21 per
cent) are crorepatis.

It said 10 (29 per cent) out
of 34 candidates analysed from
BJP, three (16 per cent) out of

19 candidates from the Assam
Jatiya Parishad, three (43 per
cent) out of seven candidates
from AIUDF, two (33 per cent)
out of six candidates from
AGP, two (7 per cent) out of 28
candidates from the Congress
and one candidate each from
AIFB, United Peoples Party
Liberal and SUCI(C), have
declared serious criminal cases
against themselves in their affi-
davits.

The report said three can-
didates have declared cases
related to crime against
women. Out of these, one can-
didate has declared cases relat-
ed to rape (IPC section 376).
Three candidates have declared
cases related to murder (IPC
section 302) against them-
selves, while two candidates
have declared cases related to
'attempt to murder' (IPC sec-
tion 307) against themselves, it
said. 

The report also mentioned
that two (5 per cent) out of 39

constituencies are 'red alert'
constituencies. Red alert con-
stituencies are those where
three or more contesting can-
didates have declared criminal
cases against themselves.
Among the major parties, the
report said, the average assets
per candidate for 34 BJP can-
didates analysed is Rs 2.74
crore; and for 28 
Congress candidates, it is Rs
4.78 crore.

It said 19 Assam Jatiya
Parishad candidates have aver-
age assets of Rs 88.70 lakh;
seven AIUDF candidates Rs
21.25 crore, 6 AGP candidates
Rs 1.13 crore and 13 SUCI(C)
candidates Rs 25.43 lakh.
About 209 (61 per cent) can-
didates have declared their
educational qualifications to be
between 5th and 12th standard,
while 131 (38 per cent) candi-
dates are graduates or above.
Two candidates are diploma
holders and three just literate,
it said.
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New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Tuesday
said it has attached assets worth
over Rs 7.5 crore of a Mumbai-
based global recruitment firm
and its promoters in a money
laundering case linked to alleged
cheating of 900 Kuwait-bound
nurses. 

The agency said it has issued
a provisional order for attaching
a duplex flat in Mumbai's JVPD
scheme area, a plot of land in
Kerala and a Mercedes Benz car
apart from Rs 4.55 crore in cash
of P J Mathew and others.

The action by the ED has
been taken under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).In a statement, the ED
said it has attached assets worth
Rs 7.51 crore belonging to
Mathew, the proprietor of the
Mumbai-based global recruit-
ment firm Mathew
International, and some people
linked to him, including Celine
Mathew and Thomas Mathew.

The PMLA case was filed
after taking cognizance of a
CBI FIR registered against
Mathew and Mohammed Naina
Prabhu, the promoter of
Mumbai-based firm Munavvara
Associates.

Mathew was also under the
scanner of the Income Tax
Department which had seized
Rs 4.55 crore cash from his
premises in April-May 2015.

“P J Mathew with the help
of others recruited more than
900 nurses who were to be
employed in Kuwait by charging
exorbitant service charges rang-
ing from Rs 18.5 lakh to Rs 20
lakh from each of the applicants,”
the ED said in a statement.”This
service charge was in excess to
the stipulated charges of Rs
20,000,” it said.

Mathew International “ille-
gally and dishonestly” collected
approximately Rs 205.71 crore
from the emigrants through the
criminal activity, it said. PNS

New Delhi: The West Bengal
Government showed interest to
implement the Central scheme
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana (PM-
KISAN) just before the code of
conduct for Assembly election
came into force. In a written
reply to the Lok Sabha, Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on Tuesday said
the PM-KISAN Scheme is
being implemented success-
fully all across the country
since December 1, 2018.

“Implementation has not
started in West Bengal as the
State refused to provide verified
data of farmers. Just before the
code of conduct for election
came into force, the
Government of West Bengal
decided to come on board, but
the process to be completed at
the level of the state was not
fully complied with,” he 
said. PNS

New Delhi: The BJP on Tuesday
made a scathing attack on the Shiv
Sena-NCP-Congress Government in
Maharashtra  saying the three-party
dispensation is “of extortion (vasuli),
by extortion and for extortion”.

Senior BJP leader and Union
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said
the Uddhav Thackeray-led dispen-
sation has lost the moral right to
govern the state.

His attack came following for-
mer Mumbai Police commissioner
Param Bir Singh's allegation that the
state's Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh had set a Rs 100-crore
collection target for the police every
month.

Prasad said it was the first time
in the country's history that a police
commissioner levelled such a charge
against a home minister.  “When the
target of one minister is Rs 100
crore, how much will

it be of the remaining ministers,”
asked Prasad.

Addressing a press conference at
the BJP headquarters here, Prasad
said, “A 'khela' (game) is going on in
Maharashtra. What's happening in
the state is not 'vikas' (development),
it is 'vasuli' (extortion).”

Dubbing the Maharashtra dis-
pensation as “the most confused
government”, Prasad said the ruling
coalition partners themselves don't
know what is happening in the state
and who is running the show.

Taking on NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar, Prasad said the political
credibility of the senior leader has
taken a hit and that he was forced
to speak a patent falsehood for
defending his party colleague and
state home minister Deshmukh.
Prasad further said Pawar's credi-
bility can be restored only if he
ensures resignation of Deshmukh.

Days after he was shunted out,
former Mumbai Police commis-
sioner Singh wrote a letter to
Thackeray alleging that the state
home minister had asked Sachin
Waze, currently in custody of the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), and other police officers to
collect Rs 100 crore monthly, includ-
ing Rs 50 crore to Rs 60 crore from
bars and restaurants in Mumbai.
Deshmukh had denied these alle-
gations.

The NIA is probing Waze's
alleged role in placing an explosives-
laden SUV outside industrialist
Mukesh Ambani's residence on
February 25.

The SUV was in possession of
Thane-based businessman Mansukh
Hiran, who was found dead at a
creek near Mumbai. The case relat-
ed to the death of Hiran was also
handed over to the NIA. PNS
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Amid the continued clamour
for Home Minister Anil

Deshmukh’s removal over the
“extortion” allegations,
Maharashtra’s former Chief
Minister and senior BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis on Tuesday
opened a new front against the
MVA Government, by demanding
a CBI inquiry into the alleged
racket involving the transfers and
promotions of police officers rang-
ing from inspectors to high-rang-
ing IPS officers.

Talking to mediapersons here
ahead of his visit to New Delhi to
meet Union Home Secretary to
hand over the evidence on the
alleged racket involving transfers,
postings and promotions of police
officers, Fadnavis charged that the
MVA Government had not acted on
a “top secret” report submitted to it
in August last year by the then State

Intelligence Commissioner Rashmi
Shukla through the then the
Director-General of Police Subodh
Jaiswal.

Fadnavis said that the then
State Intelligence Commissioner
had prepared a report after inter-
cepting the call records of “influ-
ential” politicians and IPS officers
and submitted it to the then DGP
Jaiswal, who in turn wrote a letter
to the then Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Sitaram Kunte.

In his letter to Kunte through
he submitted the Rashmi Shukla
report to the government, Jaiswal
stated on August 26, 2020, Jaiswal
wrote: “... It is recommended that
this (report) be brought to the
notice of Hon Chief Minister at the
earliest.    

Fadnavis said that in his let-
ter to the then State Additional
Chief Secretary (Home), Jaiswal
had recommended a CID inquiry
into the report prepared by

Rashmi Shukla. “No CID inquiry
was ordered. But Rashmi Shukla
was transferred and appointed in
a relatively insignificant post as
the DG (Civil Defence).. Though
Rashmi Shukhla submitted her
report to the state government
through the then DGP on August
25, 2020, the MVA government
has not taken cognisance of the
report,” he said.

“I have 6.3 GB of data that
includes the call records and the
transcripts which I will hand over
to the Union Home secretary as he
is the custodian of IPS officers and
demand a CBI inquiry into the
transfer-posting-promotion racket,”
Fadnavis said.

By seeking to “expose” trans-
fers-postings-promotions of police
officers, Fadnavis is making all out
efforts to erode the image of the
MVA government in general and
State Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh in particular.
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Mumbai:Hours after senior BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis went to
town about the alleged racket involv-
ing the transfers, promotions and
postings of police officers, the NCP
on Tuesday  dubbed two top IPS
officers – former State Director-
General of Police Subodh Jaiswal
and ex-State Intelligence
Department Commissioner Rashmi
Shukla - as “BJP agents” working
against the MVA Government.

“It is now established that
(Jaiswal-Shukla) were working for
the BJP and against the MVA gov-
ernment. After unsuccessful
attempts for 15 months to destabi-
lize the MVA, the BJP is now
resorting to pressurising officers,”
NCP Minister and the party’s
national spokesperson Nawab Malik
said. 
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shown how neighbours can
cohabit and thrive despite the
ups and downs. The upward
trajectory commenced with
Sheikh Hasina’s return to power
in 2009. The focus has been on
connectivity in power grid,
digital, road, railway, inland
waterways and port facilities.
The use of Chittagong Port,
which Dhaka had earlier
blocked, is now open connect-
ing Agartala, 80 km away in
Tripura, over the Maitri Setu
bridge across Feni river mak-
ing it the gateway to the North-
East. A new railway service
from Dhaka to New Jalpaiguri
will augment the existing con-
nectivity network. The aim is to
restore and extend the pre-
Partition rail-road-river systems.

Bangladesh’s economy is
booming. The World Bank in
its latest report has noted that
environment-friendly projects
will enhance GDP — in
Bangladesh by 17 per cent and
in India by eight per cent. Both
the countries have defused fric-
tion points except the sharing
of Teesta waters, vital for irri-
gation in north-east Bangladesh
during the dry season. A
Chinese-funded project is
assisting in the management of
Teesta. India and Bangladesh
share waters of 54 rivers, oper-
ating under the Joint River
Commission network. But it is

the people-to-people connect
that is at the heart of bilateral
relations. Sheikh Hasina calls
India a “true friend”. More
than 1.6 million visas are issued
to Bangladeshis annually, the
highest to any country. Both the
countries have evolved effective
“differences-resolving” mecha-
nism by high-level visits and
conversations. The CAA and
NRC are prickly issues that
were smoothened out. The
Rohingya issue has become
complex after the junta’s coup.
India has donated two million
doses of COVID-19 vaccine in
addition to five million doses to
be supplied commercially.

Commemoration of the
Liberation War annually in
New Delhi, Dhaka and Kolkata
has been institutionalised. As an
Indian soldier who helped the
Mukti Jodhas in their
Liberation War, I was a privi-
leged invitee to Dhaka to cele-
brate freedom and recall the
march to victory with
Bangladeshi colleagues, which
is a bonding in blood.

The father of Bangladesh,
Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, cel-
ebrates his centenary as Banga
Bandhu with Modi and Hasina
jointly inaugurating the Mujib-
Bapu digital exhibition and
Mujib being conferred the
Gandhi award. President
Mohamad Abdul Hameed will

release the Sheikh’s memoirs to
relive his political struggle cut
short by his assassination in
1975 which led to an era of mil-
itary rule. It was in this period
that the seeds of anti-Indianism
were sown. As late as in 2013-
14, on a visit to Dhaka, I discov-
ered that the Bangladesh Army
was treating India as Red Land
and China the high benefactor.

In his book, Zulfi Bhutto of
Pakistan, Stanley Wolpert says:
“If only Bhutto had abided by
election results, there would
have been no Bangladesh and
any reason for India to inter-
vene. India and the Federal
Republic of Germany facilitat-
ed the return of 195 PoWs
charged with war crimes by
persuading Mujib to be lenient.
In 1973, German Chancellor
Willy Brandt, through pro-
tracted negotiations with emis-
saries of Zulfiqar Bhutto and
Mujibur Rahman, succeeded in
convincing Mujib that he
should forego the trials. Sheikh
Mujib displayed extraordinary
courage and wisdom towards
reconciliation with Pakistan.
But that, alas, was shortlived.”

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Indisputably, Bangladesh has
turned out to be the sheet
anchor of India’s
“Neighbourhood First” pol-

icy, launchpad for “Act East” and
Indo-Pacific strategy. Barring
some issues over the CAA and
NRC, both the countries enjoy
most stable and trusted relations
in South Asia. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has, in payback
mode, delivered on security —
counter-insurgency and counter-
terrorism since 2009 — besides
connectivity, trade and other
bilateral issues. Insurgency in the
North-East, down 80 per cent, is
in its residual stage courtesy the
cleansing of sanctuaries in
Bangladesh. The land and mar-
itime boundaries have been set-
tled, including the enclaves. The
only problem remaining is shar-
ing the Teesta waters which
might be settled with a BJP
Government in West Bengal.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is the chief guest in Dhaka
on Friday for the historic triple
commemoration: 50 years of the
Liberation War of 1971, 50 years
of India-Bangladesh bonding and
the centenary of the founder of
Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman. The joint Indo-Mukti
Bahini victory in 14 days with the
surrender of 90,000 POWs, includ-
ing 195 Pakistani soldiers implicat-
ed in war crimes, is a rare politi-
co-military feat. It was the first war
India was prepared to fight with
deft political and diplomatic
manoeuvres. Strategic thinker
and author Jaswant Singh would
describe Bangladesh as geogra-
phy’s revenge over history and
lament that Pakistan’s military sur-
render in East Pakistan could not
resolve the Kashmir dispute. Now
Pakistan-Bangladesh relations are
at their lowest following diplomat-
ic excesses, including Islamabad’s
spying and trial in Dhaka of the
Jamaat-e-Islami members aligned
with the Opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) who
were not only involved in war
crimes but also opposed to inde-
pendence and secession from
Pakistan. A gentle apology from
Prime Minister Imran Khan any
time now would make a grand
gesture of reconciliation.

New Delhi and Dhaka have

SOUNDBITE
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Sir — India’s COVID vaccination drive has
picked up pace but it is not where it should
be — considering how the new variants of
the virus can ramp up cases as they have
worldwide. The cases are rising and we are
going back to square one. People have
absolutely no regard for others; they are not
wearing masks, social distancing has gone
out the window and, moreover, hygiene has
taken a backseat. We cannot afford to go
back to square one but it looks like we are
heading towards it.

The new variants — that were discov-
ered in the UK, South Africa and Brazil —
pose a big challenge. But with the kind of
capacity we have, the hope is there that many
in the coming months would get vaccinat-
ed and the country could move towards nor-
malcy. We need to vaccinate faster, or else,
face another lockdown.  However, a day after
when India detected around 40,000 new
COVID-19 infections, the Ministry of
Home Affairs on Tuesday issued an order
with guidelines for controlling COVID-19
which will be effective from April 1 and
remain in force up to April 30. The guide-
lines mandate the State and UT
Governments to strictly enforce the ‘Test-
Track-Treat’ protocol in all parts of the coun-
try. From April 1, all people above 45 years
of age are entitled to get the COVID-19 vac-
cine. Even people without comorbidity and
above the age of 45 years can get vaccinat-
ed. But still we must not drop our guard as
there is no substitute to taking precaution. 

Sean Colin Young | Delhi
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Sir — Many people gave their lives in order
to win Independence from the British
rule. In order to pay homage to these heroes,
India celebrates Shaheed Diwas. On March
23, three freedom fighters — Bhagat Singh,
Rajguru and Sukhdev — were hanged to
death by the Britishers. They fought for our
independence and sacrificed their lives for
the cause. For many young Indians, they are
a source of inspiration. 

Unfortunately, most of our political

leaders are corrupt and they don’t think of
the nation and welfare of its people. For these
self-centred and greedy politicians, their
vested interests come first. During the British
rule, the sacrifice of freedom fighters
inspired many people to come forth and
fight for their freedom. Therefore, in order
to pay real homage to the three of these rev-
olutionaries, our leaders must take a pledge
to maintain probity and integrity in public
life. India has progressed but still a lot more
is required to be done. There is still hunger,
poverty, unemployment and malnutrition.
These issues must be addressed, then only
the dream of our freedom fighters would be
realised. 

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — People must realise the importance
of water conservation. It is seen that peo-

ple are ignorant towards the issue of sav-
ing water and tend to waste it. We should
turn off the tap while washing our face,
hands or brushing the teeth. This saves a
lot of water. In fact, the freshwater problem
has led experts to predict that some of the
most densely populated Indian cities will
be uninhabitable in a couple of decade’s
time. The only way we can prevent this cat-
astrophe from befalling us is by mending
our ways.

We need to conserve fresh water
resources like rivers and ponds. We must
also ensure that underground water does-
n’t gets contaminated and spoiled. The
Centre is putting in efforts through its var-
ious initiatives and programmes but we
must do our bit. 

Amit Singh Kushwaha | Satna
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Sabir Ahmad was sitting outside a tea shop in
Attara market in Banda, Bundelkhand, when
this reporter met him by chance on February

10. He lives in a nearby village and had come with
his friend Vinod Chaudhry to the market to pur-
chase some goods. During the conversation, he casu-
ally mentioned that he had got a house under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). “I must
thank Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath for giving us
a pucca house,” he said as his friend, who is also a
beneficiary of PMAY, nodded in agreement. “I am
happy that Yogi, as the Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, is ensuring that Government benefits reach
Hindus and  Muslims alike,” Ahmad said.

Yogi’s political image (constructed by his
rivals) is that of a Muslim-hater. When the BJP
named him as the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh
(UP) in 2017, questions were raised whether a monk
of a mutt would be able to control the politically-
sensitive State. The Muslims reacted sharply. They
feared that Yogi had been selected to strengthen the
party’s Hindutva raj. The internal balance within the
BJP, too, was tilted against him because Yogi was
branded as a rabble-rouser and  had revolted against
the party leadership many a time. It was believed
that he would never be able to complete full term
in office because of his domineering nature. Some
political pundits even believed that Keshav Prasad
Maurya would replace him. 

However, in the last four years, Yogi proved
everyone wrong. Yogi gradually gained stature in
the party and his hard work paid dividends. After
Narendra Modi and Amit Shah, Yogi emerged as
a top-ranking leader in the BJP. At the national level,
people started talking about him having prime min-
isterial calibre. At the administrative level, Yogi not
only controlled Hindu hardliners but also instilled
confidence among the Muslims. The cow vigilante
groups or the rowdy Bajrang Dal activists who were
usually active during Valentine’s Day have all but
vanished. The police were given a free hand and even
Right-wing leaders were sent to jail once they went
to the other side of the law.  

“The mantra of this Government is ‘sabka saath,
sabka vikas’ and we are sticking to it. There is no
difference between Hindus and Muslims. The
Government is working for the welfare of all sec-
tions of society,” the Chief Minister told this reporter
recently. 

Yogi said that when the Government assumed
office, the State’s coffers were empty, law and order
was in a shambles. In many areas of UP, the situa-
tion had become so bad that people were forced to
sell their houses and settle in other places. The cur-
rent Government has established the rule of law and
good governance. As a result, all the festivals are held
in an atmosphere of peace and harmony.

Yogi was sworn in as the 21st Chief Minister
of UP on March 19, 2017, and is the fourth from
the BJP to occupy the top post. Before him Kalyan
Singh, Ram Prakash Gupta and Rajnath Singh
served as the Chief Ministers of UP. Yogi is the
longest-serving BJP CM and is likely to complete
his full term even as none of the other BJP CMs
completed three years in office. In the last four years,
he has been able to win the hearts of the people. The
perception of people has changed because of the
improvement in law and order and infrastructure
facilities. As a result, UP has become number one
in programme implementation and is now a

sought-after destination for investors.
MoUs worth �4.68 lakh crore were
signed at the Investor Summit held
in Lucknow in 2018. Out of these,
projects worth overs �3 lakh crore
have been started. An investment of
�50,000 crore was made in the
defence corridor set up in
Bundelkhand which will also create
five lakh employment opportunities.
As many as 13 new MoUs worth
�4,500 crore have also been signed
at the Aero India show held in
Bengaluru recently.

The Yogi Government has ded-
icated the last four years in tackling
infinite challenges, exploring endless
possibilities and realising the dreams
of the public. The mantra of “reform,
perform, transform” adopted by the
Government helped in restoring
UP’s image as a State with infinite
potential and possibilities.

This has resulted in the creation
of an atmosphere of development,
trust and good governance in UP.
The Government has set new stan-
dards of development in every field.
This has helped the Chief Minister
to change the perception of people
towards UP and investors are com-
ing to the State because the
Government has introduced trans-
parency in its working. That’s why
UP is second in the Ease of Doing
Business index in the country. Police
reforms, too, were pending for years.
These were implemented to improve
the law and order machinery.

Perception has become the buzz-
word now and Yogi talks about
change in perception in all his
speeches. Addressing a series of ral-
lies in Bengal and Assam, he talked
about the change in perception and

how people of all castes, creed and
religion are marching forward
together because they have a belief
that the BJP Government will pro-
tect them. This change in perception
has helped big multi-national com-
panies to set up their units in UP.
Sugar mills, which were closed for
decades, have started operations and
the ambitious ‘One District, One
Product (ODOP)’ scheme has given
wings to  local artisans and they are
getting work in their villages only.

The Government’s dossiers claim
that the State has helped over 49 lakh
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) units in UP to
get a finance of over �1,84,000 crore
from various banks in the last four
years. This year alone, bankers have
financed over seven lakh new MSME
units. In the last four years, the econ-
omy of the State has increased to
�21,73,000 crore from �10,90,000
crore taking UP to the second posi-
tion in the country. UP is moving
towards becoming the biggest econ-
omy in the country and its per capi-
ta income has also almost doubled.
According to the latest report by the
Center for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE), the unemploy-
ment rate in the State came down to
4.1 per cent in February from 17.5
per cent in 2017. This proves that
despite the Coronavirus pandemic
that has delayed many projects,
employment opportunities have been
created in UP.

What has gone in favour of
Yogi  is his transparent style of work-
ing. The Government has given
appointments to over four lakh peo-
ple in the Government sector, with-
out any complaints coming to the

fore. During  Akhilesh Yadav and
Mayawati’s time, the Government
appointments were mired in contro-
versies and accusations of
favouritism. 

However, all these achievements
come with challenges. The biggest
challenge Yogi is facing now is to lead
the party in the Assembly elections
slated for early next year amid the
Opposition’s charges that the suffer-
ing of the people is being ignored by
Government officials and political
leaders.  Recently, a video of Labour
Minister Swami Prasad Maurya went
viral where he can be seen rebuking
a woman who had come to him for
help.  

Ram Iqbal Singh, a lawmaker
from Ballia, said recently in a BJP
State working committee meeting
that tehsils and police stations have
become centres of corruption.
Surendra Singh, another lawmaker
seconded it. Last week, Yogi’s office
issued notices to 25 DMs and SSPs
for not picking up calls from the
CMO despite a clear directive from
the Chief Minister that district offi-
cials should attend all calls or call
back if they missed any call.

Such ugly incidents could harm
the party in the next election. In the
absence of an effective Opposition,
the BJP is almost ruling the roost.
There could be a sense of complacen-
cy that people will vote for the BJP
in the absence of an alternative. Yogi
needs to shrug it off and ensure that
infrastructure projects actually take
shape before the end of this year. He
needs to shepherd his resources and
manpower to a legitimate end. This
is a big challenge and how Yogi meets
it, only the time will tell.
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Lloyd Austin, the Defence
Secretary under the Biden
Administration, decided

to make an unscheduled stop at
Afghanistan after concluding
his first foreign visit to meet
close allies in Asia. After meet-
ing with his Japanese counter-
part, Austin met key officials in
Korea and in India where he
also met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Post this
scheduled trip which aimed to
bolster the US’ alliance network,
the Pentagon chief took an
unexpected detour to Kabul.
Austin — a former four-star
General in the US Army who
played a key role in the exit of
US forces from Iraq — went to
Afghanistan ostensibly to “lis-
ten to soldiers.” The visit
assumes significance since by all
indications the May 1 deadline
set for the withdrawal of US
forces (and with it the NATO
forces) is likely to be missed.
During the intervening period

of the present flux and the new
deadline, there will be a lot of
behind-the-scenes geopolitical
developments where India can
make itself relevant by playing
a more central role in deciding
the future of the troubled coun-
try. Though there is little doubt
that the US forces will withdraw
soon since there is little politi-
cal appetite for continuing the
US’ longest battle, the Biden
Administration is still in the
process of fine-tuning its final
strategy. This may delay the
withdrawal by anywhere
between a few weeks to a few
months (the US media report-
ed a six-month extension)
adding to the flux the war-torn
country is in. 

Irrespective of the actual
date of the withdrawal of forces,
it’s clear that the future of
Kabul does not look too bright.
The Taliban is stronger than
ever before with a 80,000-
1,00,000 strong force. It’s in con-

trol of most highways and has
already given threats of a “reac-
tion” if the May 1 withdrawal is
delayed. In all probability, the
Taliban hints at a bloody spring
even as it continues to have
deep links with the Al-Qaeda.
Taliban’s benefactor Pakistan —
which is a key part of decision-
making for the future of the
country — will not be able to
resist the urge to use the group
against India. New Delhi and
Islamabad announced a cease-
fire after wholesale violations by
Pakistan. But after the Taliban
takes control of the interim
Government in Kabul and con-
tinues to enjoy patronage of
other radical Islamist organisa-
tions, will this agreement be of
any consequence? 

India’s security challenges
are likely to intensify after the
Taliban takes control of the
Government. Since the possibil-
ity of holding elections soon
looks remote given the simul-

taneous challenges such an
exercise would entail, the
Taliban will become part of the
interim Government. So while
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
is clear that he will make way
only for a democratically-elect-
ed Government, this clause is
unlikely to be a deal breaker for
world powers. So, a stronger
Taliban, which continues to
enjoy patronage from other
radical outfits and becomes
part of the Government, will
mean a possible opportunity for
Islamabad to identify ways to

hurt Indian interests.
New Delhi has managed to

get a chair on the high table
after successful backroom
diplomacy. But India needs to
utilise this opportunity to
become more vital to the entire
peace process. India has been
historically disadvantaged by its
stance of “no talks” with the
Taliban and no boots on the
ground. 

So, despite being one of the
largest donors ($3 billion of
aid), it does not command
much geo-strategic weight.
While it cannot build inroads
in the organisation overnight,
New Delhi needs to be realis-
tic about how to address the
challenges. Not engaging at all
has brought diminishing
returns so far. But if the Taliban
forms the next Government in
Kabul, New Delhi stands to lose
by continuing its policy. 

Austin’s surprise decision to
stop at Kabul and the message

he gave to the soldiers posted in
the country seems to suggest
the possibility of the troops
being asked to hold fort for
longer. This means during the
flux, India can build its bridges
with other powers to play a
more meaningful role. Come
April, Turkey will play host to
a crucial round of talks with all
stakeholders to finalise the
withdrawal strategy. But most
of them would like to squeeze
New Delhi’s role, given the
existing tensions between India
and its hostile neighbours. 

So, while Ankara will utilise
this opportunity to tide over a
difficult diplomatic phase with
Washington, it will also like to
further marginalise India’s role
to come good on its strident
posturing. If there is no break-
through in the proposed talks,
for a number of reasons includ-
ing the Taliban’s refusal to ful-
fil the terms of the deal, New
Delhi should up the ante.

Afghanistan is fast becoming a
battleground where geo-strate-
gic priorities of Russia, China
and Pakistan are being aligned,
one of which is to completely
marginalise India’s role. 

New Delhi’s best bet is to
align its priorities and engage-
ment with the US. The Biden
Administration is not in a sim-
ilar hurry as the Trump
Administration and the May 1
deadline is not cast in stone. But
as the US leaves behind a very
volatile Afghanistan, it will be
a tinderbox for New Delhi too
and requires active engage-
ment.

In a post-pandemic world
order India envisions itself as a
regional heavyweight against
China. This vision cannot be
limited only to the Indian
Ocean Region, but should
extend to its regional neigh-
bourhood, including
Afghanistan. Neither should it
wait to “eventually play a role.”
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London: UK-based pharma-
ceutical giant AstraZeneca
said Tuesday it will release fur-
ther data “within 48 hours” on
US trials of its Covid-19 vac-
cine, after health officials
raised concerns about the ini-
tial information disclosed.

The company pushed back
against a statement from the
US National Institute of

Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) which said
that “outdated information”
may have been used to con-
clude that its vaccine was
highly effective against Covid.

“We have reviewed the
preliminary assessment of the
primary analysis and the
results were consistent with
the interim analysis,”

AstraZeneca said in a state-
ment.

“We intend to issue results
of the primary analysis with-
in 48 hours,” it added.

The US health agency’s
evaluation comes after
AstraZeneca said on Monday
that stage three US trials of the
vaccine had shown it was 79
percent effective. AFP

Dhaka: Fourteen Islamist mil-
itants were on Tuesday given
death sentence by a
Bangladeshi court here for
attempting to kill Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in
2000.

Judge Abu Zafar Md
Kamruzzaman of Dhaka’s
Speedy Trial tribunal-1 pro-
nounced the verdict as nine of
them were brought to the court
from jail to face the trial in per-
son.

The rest five convicts are
on the run. They were tried in
absentia and defended by state-
appointed lawyers.

“The verdict will be exe-
cuted by a firing squad to set an
example, unless the law barred
it,” the judge said.

Otherwise, the convicts
could be hanged in line with
the prevailing practice, follow-
ing mandatory review of the
death sentences by the High

Court Division of the Supreme
Court under the Bangladesh
law, the judge said.

Under the Bangladesh law,
the death sentences would
require to be endorsed by the
High Court following an auto-
matic death reference hear-
ing. The convicts are allowed to
file an appeal as well.

For the five convicts who
are at large, the judge ordered
the verdict to be executed after
their arrest or surrender.

All the convicts are opera-
tives of outlawed Harkatul
Jihad Bangladesh (HuJI-B).

HuJI-B’s chief Mufti Abdul
Hannan, who was found to be
the mastermind of the plot, too
was indicted in the case but his
name was dropped from the
trial as he was executed in 2017
in another case involving
attempted assassination of the
then Bangladeshi-origin British
High Commissioner. PTI

Boulder (Colorado): A shoot-
ing at a crowded Colorado
supermarket that killed 10 peo-
ple, including the first police
officer to arrive, sent terrorized
shoppers and workers scram-
bling for safety and stunned a
state that has grieved several
mass killings. A lone suspect was
in custody, authorities said.

Hundreds of police officers
from throughout the Denver
metropolitan area responded
to the Monday afternoon attack,
converging on a King Soopers
supermarket in a busy shopping
plaza in southern Boulder.

SWAT officers carrying bal-

listic shields slowly approached
the store as others quickly
escorted frightened people away
from the building, some of its
windows shattered. Customers
and employees fled through a
back loading dock to safety.
Others took refuge in nearby
shops.

One suspect was in custody,
a tearful Boulder Police Chief
Maris Herold said late Monday.
Authorities didn’t identify the
suspect, though Boulder County
District Attorney Michael
Dougherty said the suspect was
the only person injured and was
receiving medical care.  AP

Moscow: Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny’s allies on
Tuesday called for a new mas-
sive protest across the country to
demand his release from prison.

In a statement posted on
Navalny’s website, they urged
Russians to sign up for a protest
on an interactive map and said
they will set a date for it when
the number of people willing to
take part reaches at least 5,00,000
nationwide.

The organisers promised
in a statement that the rally
would the biggest that Russia has
seen.

The 44-year-old Navalny,
who is President Vladimir
Putin’s most outspoken foe, was
arrested on Jan. 17 upon his

return from Germany, where he
spent five months recovering
from a nerve-agent poisoning
that he blames on the Kremlin.
Russian authorities have reject-
ed the accusation.

Last month, Navalny was
sentenced to 2 1/2 years in
prison for violating the terms of
his probation while convalesc-
ing in Germany. The sentence
stems from a 2014 embezzle-
ment conviction that Navalny
has rejected as fabricated — and
which the European court of
Human Rights has ruled to be
unlawful.

Navalny’s arrest fuelled a
series of protests that drew tens
of thousands to the streets across
Russia. AP

Kampala (Uganda): Ethiopia’s
leader on Tuesday said atroci-
ties have been committed in
Tigray, his first public acknowl-
edgment of possible war crimes
in the country’s northern
region where fighting persists
as government troops hunt
down its fugitive leaders. 

“Reports indicate that
atrocities have been committed
in Tigray region,” Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed said in
an address before lawmakers in

the capital, Addis Ababa.
War is “a nasty thing,” Abiy

said, speaking the local
Amharic language. 

“We know the destruction
this war has caused.” He said
soldiers who raped women or
committed other war crimes
will be held responsible, even
though he cited “propaganda of
exaggeration” by the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front, the
once-dominant party whose
leaders challenged Abiy’s legit-
imacy after the postponement
of elections last year. 

Abiy spoke as concern con-
tinues to grow over the human-
itarian situation in the embat-
tled region that is home to 6
million people. 

The United States has char-
acterized some abuses in the
Tigray war as “ethnic cleans-
ing,” charges dismissed by
Ethiopian authorities as
unfounded.

It also has urged Eritrean
troops, who are fighting on the
side of Ethiopian government
forces, to withdraw from
Tigray. 

The Ethiopian prime min-
ister, who won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2019 for his efforts to
make peace with Eritrea, faces
pressure to end the conflict in
Tigray as well as to institute an
international investigation into
alleged war crimes, ideally led
by the United Nations.  AP

Beijing: China on Tuesday
said it summoned foreign
diplomats in protest after the
United States, the European
Union, Canada and Britain
jointly imposed sanctions on
senior Chinese officials over
alleged human rights abuses in
China’s far western Xinjiang
region.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying
on Tuesday called the new
sanctions a “slander and an
affront to the reputation and
dignity of the Chinese people.”  

“I admonish them that
they should not underestimate
the firm determination of the
Chinese people to defend their
national interests and dignity,
and they will pay the price for
their folly and arrogance,” Hua
told reporters at a daily brief-
ing.

That came hours after the
Chinese and Russian foreign
ministers denounced new wave
criticism and sanctions against
both countries over human
rights.

At a news conference in
the southern Chinese city of
Nanning, China’s Wang Yi and
Russia’s Sergei Lavrov rejected
outside critiques of their
authoritarian political systems
and said they were working to
further global progress on
issues from climate change to

the coronavirus pandemic.
“Countries should stand

together to oppose all forms of
unilateral sanctions,” Wang
said. “These measures will not
be embraced by the interna-
tional community.”

Russia is also under
Western sanctions over human
rights abuses and military
aggression against Ukraine.
Lavrov said Russia’s ties with
China grew stronger as
Moscow’s relations with the
EU suffered damage, while
accusing the West of “impos-
ing their own rules on every-
one else, which they believe
should underpin the world
order.” 

“If Europe broke these
relations, simply destroying
all the mechanisms that have
been created for many years ...
Then, probably, objectively,
this leads to the fact that our
relations with China are devel-
oping faster than what’s left of
relations with European coun-
tries,” Lavrov said.

In a joint statement issued
after the meeting, the two
ministers said no country
should seek to impose its form
of democracy on others.

“Interference in a sover-
eign nation’s internal affairs
under the excuse of advancing
democracy’ is unacceptable,”
the statement said. AP

Yangon: Myanmar’s military
junta on Tuesday took the
offensive to justify last month’s
coup and subsequent actions
against those opposed to it,
even as street demonstrations
continued against the takeover.

At a news conference in the
capital Naypyitaw, the military
presented a video of a former
political colleague of ousted
national leader Aung San Suu
Kyi claiming he had handed
over large amounts of cash and
gold to her personally, in what
the military has characterized
as corruption. Such allegations
were previously denied by her
lawyer.

Many of the protests
Tuesday were staged in a way
that avoided confrontations
with authorities, who have not
hesitated to use lethal force to
break up demonstrations. Some
marches were held before dawn
in Yangon, the country’s biggest
city, and elsewhere and went
unmolested. Other protests
adopted the tactic of having
signboards or other inanimate
objects lined up in the street to
serve as proxies for human
demonstrators.

The independent
Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners has veri-
fied 261 protesters’ deaths
nationwide but says the actual
total, including cases where

verification has been difficult,
is probably much higher. It said
2,682 people have also been
arrested or charged since the
coup, with 2,302 still detained
or sought for arrest.

In its news conference, the
military presented displays of
seized homemade weapons
and videos of street battles to
argue that the demonstrators
are violent and that its efforts
to stop them are justified.
However, in the weeks since the
Feb. 1 coup, protesters only
began using organized vio-
lence after more than 100
demonstrators had been shot
dead by police and soldiers.

The allegations against Suu
Kyi made by former Yangon

Chief Minister Phyo Min Thein
were first mentioned by the
military several weeks ago.
Last week the military-con-
trolled Myawaddy TV station
aired a similar video with a
construction magnate who also
claimed to have made large
payoffs to Suu Kyi. That video
was replayed at Tuesday’s news
conference.

No supporting evidence
for the allegations has been
offered, and they are general-
ly dismissed as an effort by the
military to frame Suu Kyi so
she can be discredited and
tried on a serious criminal
charge. She is already being
held on several more minor
charges. AP

Jerusalem: Israelis returned to
polling stations on Tuesday for
an unprecedented fourth time
in two years in what is being
largely seen as a referendum on
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s continuance at the
helm of affairs amid his ongo-
ing trial on corruption charges
as well as his handling of the
pandemic. The elections were
called barely seven months
after the last government was
formed after the Likud and Blue
and White party failed to agree
on a budget by a December 23
deadline. PTI

Manila (Philippines): The
United States said on Tuesday
it’s backing the Philippines in
a new standoff with Beijing in
the disputed South China Sea,
where Manila has asked a
Chinese fishing flotilla to leave
a reef. China ignored the call,
insisting it owns the offshore
territory.

The US Embassy said it
shared the concerns of the
Philippines and accused China
of using “maritime militia to
intimidate, provoke, and
threaten other nations, which
undermines peace and securi-
ty in the region.” 

“We stand with the
Philippines, our oldest treaty
ally in Asia,” the US Embassy
in Manila said in a statement.

Philippine Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
on Sunday demanded about
200 Chinese vessels he said
were militia boats leave the
Whitsun Reef, a shallow coral
region about 175 nautical miles

(324 kilometers) west of
Bataraza town in the western
Philippine province of
Palawan. 

Philippine officials said
the reef, which they call Julian
Felipe, is well within the coun-
try’s internationally recognised
exclusive economic zone, over
which the Philippines “enjoys
the exclusive right to exploit or
conserve any resources.” 

The Philippine coast guard
spotted about 220 Chinese
vessels moored at the reef,
which Beijing and Vietnam
also claim, on March 7. 

On Monday, a surveillance
aircraft spotted 183 Chinese
vessels still at the reef, said
Philippine military chief Lt.
Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, who
released aerial pictures of the
Chinese vessels in one of the
most hotly contested regions in
the strategic waterway.

The Philippines has filed a
diplomatic protest over the
Chinese presence, Foreign

Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr.
Said.

China insisted it owns the
reef, which it calls Niué Jiao,
and said the Chinese vessels
converged in the area to avoid
rough waters. 

Beijing denied the vessels
were maritime militias. 

“Any speculation in such
helps nothing but causes
unnecessary irritation,” the
Chinese Embassy said in a
statement on Monday. 

“It is hoped that the situa-
tion could be handled in an
objective and rational manner.” 

The US Embassy, howev-
er, said “Chinese boats have
been mooring in this area for
many months in ever increas-
ing numbers, regardless of the
weather.” China, the
Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei
have been locked in a tense ter-
ritorial standoff over the
resource-rich and busy water-
way for decades. AP
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Mumbai:Providing services
like broadband connectivity,
cable TV, enterprise solutions,
and payment wallets is the
need of the hour for telcos, and
a second wave of consolidation
is upon the industry, a rating
agency said on Tuesday. 

India Ratings and Research
said the sector, which was bat-
tered following the aggressive
entry of Reliance Jio, will con-
tinue showing signs of recovery
amid conducive regulatory
environment and maintained a
“stable” outlook for the indus-
try in FY22.  The second round
of consolidation (Consolidation
2.0) is kicking-in in the indus-
try, which will bring a trans-
formation in the business mod-
els of telecom companies, lead-
ing to the evolution of incum-
bents from the providers of tra-
ditional voice-only services to
complete digital solutions for
households, it said. PTI

����� 2&3�.&456

The Govt has exited Tata
Communications Ltd

(TCL) by selling about 26 per
cent stake in the company for
about �8,846 crore as part of
the disinvestment plan.

Public sector company
VSNL was privatised in 2002 by
disinvesting 25% sharehold-
ing along with transfer of man-
agement control to Panatone
Finvest Ltd, the strategic part-
ner. Subsequent to the strategic
disinvestment, the name of the
company was changed to TCL.
“Disinvestment of government
holding completed of 16.12% in
TCL through OFS at �5,457
crore and 10% to strategic
partner at OFS discovered price
for �3,389 crore. With this, govt
exits from TCL with total pro-
ceeds of Rs about �8,846 crore,”
DIPAM Secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey said in tweet on
Monday.
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Equity indices regained their
footing on Tuesday, pro-

pelled by banking stocks which
surged after the Supreme Court
declined to extend the the loan
moratorium period and said
complete waiver of interest is
not possible. Reversing last
session’s losses, the 30-share
BSE Sensex ended 280.15
points or 0.56 per cent higher
at 50,051.44.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty advanced 78.35 points or
0.53 per cent to close at
14,814.75.UltraTech Cement
was the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, rising 3.06%, followed by
IndusInd Bank, ICICI Bank,
HDFC Bank, Titan, Axis Bank,
SBI and Reliance Industries. On
the other hand, ONGC,
PowerGrid, ITC, NTPC, M&M
and HDFC were among the lag-
gards, shedding up to 2.28 %.

The apex court on Tuesday

refused to interfere with the
Centre’s and the RBI’s decision
to not extend the loan mora-
torium beyond August 31 last
year, saying it is a policy deci-
sion. A bench headed by Justice
Ashok Bhushan said that the
top court cannot do judicial
review of the Centre’s financial
policy decision unless it is
malafide and arbitrary.

It also directed that no
compound or penal interest be
charged during the six-month
moratorium period, but added
that complete waiver of inter-
est is not possible as it will have
huge financial implications.

Domestic market ended
the day on a strong footing sup-
ported by a rally in banking
stocks amidst weak cues from
global markets. Sentiments in
the banking stocks were lifted
post Supreme Court’s order
against  granting interest waiv-
er and extension of moratori-
um period.
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Non-performing assets of
banks declined to �5.70

lakh crore in December 2020
and the recovered amount
stood at �2.74 lakh crore fol-
lowing a slew of measures
taken by the Government,
Union Minister Anurag Singh
Thakur told Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday.

During Question Hour,
the Minister of State for
Finance also said the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) has helped in the
recovery of NPA (Non-
Performing Assets).

“There has been a reduc-
tion in gross NPAs. The NPAs
- which stood at �8.96 lakh
crore in 2018 - have reduced to
�5.70 lakh crore in December
2020. Recovery of �2.74 lakh
crore was also made,” Thakur
said while replying to a sup-
plementary question in the

Upper House.
According to him, the

occurrence of frauds, which
resulted in high NPAs, has
also witnessed a sharp decline
as a result of steps taken by the
government.

The incidents of frauds
reduced to 0.23 per cent from
1.01 per cent in 2013-14, the
minister added.

Further, Thakur said IBC
brought by the government
has resulted in major reforms
and improving the debtor-
creditor relation and better
recovery rate.

Under the present regime,
banking has vastly improved,
from phone banking to digital
banking, which has resulted in
transparency and accountabil-
ity, he noted.

In reply to a supplementary
question, Thakur said 7 out of
12 public sector banks have
taken up on priority efforts to
introduce digital banking and

added that this will result in
competition with the private
sector banks and benefit con-
sumers with better products.

The minister praised ini-
tiatives like the SBI Yono ser-
vice.

UPI Bhim was being
praised by big companies like
Google and Facebook, he
added.

In reply to another sup-
plementary by Anil Desai (Shiv
Sena) who wanted to know
whether the platform for pro-
viding and processing loans in
59-minutes has miserably
failed, Thakur said that the
member came from the eco-
nomic capital of the country
which resulted in an uproar.

Deputy Chairman
Harivansh said nothing will go
on record except the answer.

Thakur said banks have
already sanctioned Rs 60,000
crore on the 59-minutes plat-
form.
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Increased economic activi-
ties have resulted in higher

GST collection which stood
above �1 lakh crore for five
months in a row since October
2020, Minister of State for
Finance and Corporate Affairs
Anurag Thakur said in the
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

Thakur, during Question
Hour, said this could be possi-
ble on the back of the measures
taken by the Government to
boost economic activities over
the last year to deal with the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“GST collection has
increased. If you see e-way bill
data, numbers... Activities have

increased,” the minister said.
“GST collection has wit-

nessed above �1 lakh crore for
a stretch of five months since
October 2020... The GST col-
lection during the period has
been higher than the collection
in the same period last 

year,” he said. On the
economy, Thakur said V-
shaped recovery is being seen
as the third quarter GDP num-
bers are positive and trade is
getting better.  

The Indian economy had
seen a contraction of 24.4 per
cent in the June quarter of
FY21, impacted by COVID-
19.

After two consecutive
quarters of contraction, the

country’s GDP entered into a
positive territory with a growth
of 0.4 per cent in the October-
December quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal.

“When COVID-19 pan-
demic erupted... -24.4 growth
rate was recorded in April-
June.... Modi government has
initiated several good steps
with a positive result and 0.4
per cent growth was in the
third quarter,” Thakur said.

He also listed various
steps taken by the government
during the pandemic to boost
the economy, including stimu-
lus packages under
Aatmanirbhar Bharat pro-
gramme, emergency credit line
and loan moratorium.

����� 2&3�.&456

The Government has col-
lected �30,369 crore as div-

idend from Central Public
Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) so
far in the current fiscal, accord-
ing to a senior official.

In the revised budget esti-
mate, the Govt significantly
lowered the dividend receipt
from the CPSEs to �34,717.25
crore from �65,746.96 crore
estimated earlier for this finan-
cial year.”Dividend receipts of
GoI (Government of India)
from CPSEs stand at about
�30,369 crore in the current
financial year (as of 22.3.2021),” 

DIPAM Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said in a tweet.

The Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) also
said that it has received multi-
ple applications for BEML.

“Multiple Expressions of
Interest received for the pri-
vatisation of BEML. The trans-
action will now move to the
second stage,” he said in anoth-
er tweet. Last month, the gov-
ernment extended the deadline
for submitting preliminary bids
for buying a 26 per cent stake
in BEML till March 22.In
January, the government invit-
ed Expression of Interest (EoI)
for the strategic disinvestment
of a 26 per cent stake in BEML
along  with the transfer of man-
agement control.

New Delhi:Domestic edible
oil prices have not increased as
much as international rates
which have been ruling very
high over the year, Food
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Tuesday in Parliament.

As per the Govt data, the
average retail price of ground-
nut oil stood at �180 per kg on
Tuesday, higher than �120 per
kg a year ago. 

Similarly, retail mustard
oil prices increased to �147 per
kg to �110 per kg, soya oil to
�130 per kg from � 90 per kg,
while that of sunflower oil to
�140 per kg from �105 per  and 

Palm oil price to �160 per
kg from �82.5 per kg in the said
period. 

Goyal, in his written reply
to the Lok Sabha, said: “The
prices of edible oils are rising
internationally and since
domestic production is inade-
quate, domestic prices of edi-
ble oils have risen during the
last year.  “However, there is no
commensurate increase in the
domestic wholesale and retail
prices of edible oils as com-
pared with the international
prices which have been ruling
very high over the year,” he
said.  PTI
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Great Learning, one of
India’s leading edtech

companies for professional
and higher education has
announced that it will be
hosting a webinar on how to
become a full stack develop-
er in 2021 on March 26, 2021. 

The one-hour long live
session is free of cost and can
be attended by anyone who is
willing to understand the
basic concepts of full stack
development and looking to
kickstart a career as a full
stack developer.

The live session on “How
to become a full stack devel-
oper” by Ritwik Raj, Trainer
of Full Stack Development
and expert in HTML, CSS, JS,
Java, Python will shine a
spotlight on the impact of
pandemic on the current
trending technologies in
2021. The instructor will
introduce the participants to
the concepts of full-stack
development. Interested stu-
dents can log in on :
https://www.greatlearning.in/a
cademy/learn-for-free/cours-
es/how-to-become-a-full-
stack-developer-in-20211.

One  functional area that is
sought after by several MBA
students is Financial

Management. In the recent past tech-
nology has made sweeping changes in
all aspects related to managing money
and financial management. Here are a
few emerging trends in Financial
Management, which can’t be ignored-
and B School must focus and impart
knowledge in these areas in order to
create an efficient workforce which is
future ready.

Fintech: Today the influence of
digital technologies on finance is
palpable and digital banks, wallets,
blockchain tech, and more are becom-
ing a reality. Digital finance is the term
used to describe the impact of new
technologies on the financial services
industry. It includes a variety of prod-
ucts, applications, processes and busi-
ness models that have transformed the
traditional way of providing banking
and financial services. To remain rel-
evant in the future understanding all
aspects of fintech and knowing how
it is altering the landscape of financial
services can help in creating an effi-

cient workforce.
Financial Analytics: Financial

analytics helps in shaping up business
goals. Any organisation can improve
the decision-making strategies of
business by getting deeper insight
about the financial status of its busi-
ness and improve the profitability, cash
flow and value of its business. Data
Science and Financial analytics is
being used in many financial institu-
tions including insurance compa-
nies, banks to understand the con-
sumer to reduce losses by eliminating
below zero customers, to increase
cross-sale and to measure the lifetime
value of a customer. Financial analytics
is an important area which must be
studied by tomorrow’s force which can
deal with financial management.

Artificial Intelligence in Finance:
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a pow-
erful tool that is already widely
deployed in financial services. It has
great potential for positive impact if
companies deploy it with sufficient
diligence and care. AI is being imple-
mented by banks to assess risks,
detect and prevent payments fraud,

improve processes for anti-money
laundering (AML) and perform
know-your-customer (KYC) regula-
tory checks. Artificial intelligence is
leading the front of the digital trans-
formation strategy in finance today
and its role is going to grow bigger in
the future. Adept proficiency in AI is
mandatory for an efficient workforce
of tomorrow.

Financial Fraud Detection:

Modern financial institutions face
the growing threat of fraud in its dif-
ferent and ever-changing ways. Fraud
detection is a set of activities under-
taken to prevent money or property
from being obtained through false
pretences. Fraud detection is applied
to many industries such as banking or
insurance. Data mining is used to clas-
sify, cluster, and segment the data and
it helps in automatically finding asso-
ciations and rules in the data that may
signify interesting patterns, including
those related to fraud. Experts use
such intelligence systems to encode
expertise for detecting fraud in the
form of rules. This area is gaining
importance and is an emerging trend
in the study of finance management
for creating an efficient workforce.

Machine Learning in Financial
Management: Today machine learn-
ing algorithms are used to automate
trading activities and provide finan-
cial advisory services to investors.
Machine learning can analyse millions
of data sets within a short time to
improve the outcomes without being
explicitly programmed. Supervised

learning, un-supervised learning,
semi-supervised learning, and
Reinforcement learning is an emerg-
ing trend in the study of finance man-
agement and the future workforce can
be efficient if they develop expertise
in this domain.

Blockchain-based modes of
transactions and financial services:
A financial system underpinned by
blockchain offers many opportunities
for the accountancy profession in the
near future. Blockchain technology is
a decentralised, distributed, and pub-
lic ledger that is used to record trans-
actions across many computers with-
in a network. In the finance industry,
this underlying technology allows
the transfer of currency with confi-
dence that the transaction is secure
and reliable. Block chain is for sure an
emerging trend in the study of finan-
cial management and will have a tan-
gible impact across several financial
services.  The future workforce must
certainly be proficient and develop
expertise in this domain.
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With the rise of technology and
the world adapting to online

avenues in the new normal, skill
development is not a static process,
it is rather extremely important to
continue undertaking these pro-
grammes at all levels. You need to
fit into more than just one role to
keep up with the competition. The
survival of many businesses is
dependent on the aspect where
they require their employees to
upskill and/or re-skill themselves,
and leverage the cutting-edge tech-
nologies to convert their offices into
augmented environments for learn-
ing.

For a change to take place,
organisations must take the right
decisions and invest in continuously
training and upskilling their
employees through various cours-
es and training programmes.
Employees can also take up cours-
es on their own to up their game
and be a step ahead in this com-
petitive world.

We have curated a list of vari-
ous programmes that will help var-
ious professionals to upskill them-
selves in this highly progressive
landscape.

Post Graduate Diploma in
Global Education

Aditya Birla Education
Academy’s Post Graduate Diploma
in Global Education helps educators
develop their teaching skills and
knowledge in accordance with best
global practices and become more

effective teachers. This online pro-
gram also provides an opportunity
for working professionals to transi-
tion into the education space and
make a smooth career switch. As the
course is developed and delivered by
globally renowned academicians, it
promises academic excellence. The
salient features of PGDGE are
practicum based teaching and learn-
ing, internship opportunities in
reputed Indian schools, and campus
placement assistance.

IIM Skills — Content Writing
Master Course

IIM SKILLS tops the list of insti-
tutes that provide training for con-
tent writing. The Content Writing
Master Course at IIM SKILLS shows
you how to excel in the art of con-
tent writing. They offer the most
comprehensive course that is a per-
fect mix of content writing and con-
tent marketing, which is the need of
the hour for a lucrative job. The
course is entirely online, obliterat-
ing the need for a commute to the
institute. Also, they take in only a
limited number of students facili-
tating personal attention to every
participant, irrespective of your
profession. The design is such that
anyone can learn and benefit from
it. The mentor/trainer ensures every
candidate understands all aspects of
the training.

Great learning mastering Big
Analytics course

Big Data helps organisations to
create new growth opportunities

and entirely new categories of com-
panies that can combine and analyse
industry data. How is this huge
amount of data handled and
through what medium or tools the
data is processed or stored? This is
where Big Data comes into the pic-
ture. Big Data Analytics course
covers two important frameworks
Hadoop and Spark, which provide
some of the most important tools to
carry out enormous big data tasks.
The first module of the course will
start with the introduction to Big
data and soon will advance into big
data ecosystem tools and technolo-
gies like HDFS, YARN, MapReduce,
Hive, etc. In the second module, the
course will take you through an
introduction to spark and then
dive into Scala and Spark concepts
like RDD, transformations, actions,
persistence and deploying Spark
applications. 

Data Science for Business
Decision Making

Upgrad in collaboration with
IIM Kozhikode has launched the
programme Data Science for
Business Decision Making for pro-
fessionals from all backgrounds.
Every business requires to use data
in order to solve complex issues, so
there is a purpose why Data Science
has progressed as a lucrative and
high-growth career option.
Professionals can choose to upskill
their career by exploring this alter-
native, by undertaking a course in
Data Science.
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In order to provide world-class education
and promote high academic achieve-

ment for the students at all levels, largest
educational assemblage Tritya Educational
Trust has expanded their reach and start-
ed an abroad-education wing Tritya
Overseas Education. It provides compre-
hensive training to those students with
dreams of studying abroad and makes
them well-equipped with all material and
extensive information regarding their
dream course.

Tritya Overseas Education offers com-
prehensive classroom training for tests
such as MAT, GRE, SAT, TOEFL, IELTS
and PTE. They provide a wide bouquet of

services including career counseling, over-
seas study, immigration and funding,
visa and admission in countries such as
Canada, New Zealand, UK, Ukraine,
USA and Australia. 

“We feel education is the backbone of
any nation and our mission is to build the
nation through education and beyond. We
make the cumbersome admission process
of overseas education smooth with Tritya
Overseas Education. Our immigration
counselors continuously guide the students
to the right path keeping in mind their
preferences and countries. Our work
doesn’t end here. We also provide post-
admission care to the students,” said
Captain Amardeep, Founder and Director,
Tritya Group of Institutions. 
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An online learning plat-
form for Government

jobs, ixamBee, has raised
funding for an undisclosed
amount led by Mumbai
Angles. 

Dr Narendra
Shyamsukha from JITO
Angel Network and exist-
ing investor Keyur Joshi
(co-founder MakeMyTrip)
and few noted alumni of
ISB, Hyderabad also par-
ticipated in the current
round.

More than five million
students have been bene-
fited by ixamBee. The plat-
form is gaining populari-
ty due to its high-quality
content that has con-
tributed to the success of
thousands of students in
getting placed in various
government jobs. 

More than five crore
students are preparing for
government job exams and
most of them come from
small towns and villages.
Popularity of Government
jobs has immensely

increased due to job loss-
es and uncertainty in the
private sector post Covid-
19. Recruitment exams
have started again after a
pause.

Chandraprakash Joshi,
Co-Founder, ixamBee
said: “Working from
home, we recorded 100 per
cent plus revenue growth
in the last two quarters.
Also 99.7 per cent of our
website traffic is organic
that reflects the populari-
ty of ixamBee among stu-
dents. Funding at this stage

will help us in creating
superior ixamBee’s learn-
ing experience (iLX) and
accelerating our growth.”

Co-founded by
Chandraprakash Joshi
(Ex-RBI and alumni of
ISB, Hyderabad), Arunima
Sinha (Ex-SIDBI) and
Sandeep Singh (Ex-
MakeMyTrip) the plat-
form has been focussing
on providing complete
online learning experience
to the students to whom
coaching classes are not
accessible.
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Universally, education forms
the backbone of a conscious
and progressive society. The

values inculcated at an early age tend
to stick with adults that much eas-
ier. So when it comes to the biggest
threat to our generation — the cli-
mate crisis — the world is instinc-
tively turning towards the younger
generation for a grassroots move-
ment.

Today, if the climate strikes by,
the likes of Greta Thunberg are get-
ting noticed, it’s because the message
resonates with everyone. But their
generation did not just come to be
climate and nature conscious on day
one. It’s taken years of conscious
steps by policymakers, which has in
turn been accepted and enforced by
society, to create an environmen-
tally-conscious nation.

Environmental consciousness
— what’s exceptional’ to some, is the
norm in Sweden. 

Consider Sweden, which is way
ahead of the curve when it comes to
understanding the natural world.
Environmental education for them
goes much beyond theoretical
knowledge about nature. It aids in
an evolved and action-oriented
approach to solving issues like cli-
mate change, plastic pollution, etc.

The seeds of a green revolution
were sown in 1969 when the gov-
ernment introduced environmental
educational policies into the cur-
riculums. The teachings aren’t com-
partmentalised or limited to aware-
ness campaigns like bringing down
our consumption of single-use plas-
tics. It's holistic and everyone there
contributes equally.

Like Sweden, India also took an

initiative from the Stockholm
Summit in 1972 to integrate envi-
ronmental policies with its estab-
lishment of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests and other
measures to move towards a green-
er world. For instance, we have been
successful in educating a whole
generation about the ill effects of
firecrackers. The firecrackers indus-
try has witnessed a steady decline
over the years — 2019 saw a drop
in 25 per cent to 30 per cent in sales.

India’s culture, lifestyle, and

philosophy are firmly rooted in the
concept of our coexistence with
nature. Be it rivers, mountains,
lakes, animals, flora, the mineral
world, or the stars and planets —
India has an intrinsic relationship
with nature, to the point that mil-
lions worship it in various forms
since time immemorial. This fact
was echoed in a conversation I had
with a leading conservationist from
the USA. He remarked how road-
kills are much less common in
India and a large reason for it is

embedded in our cultural values.
Across geographies, several big

and small steps have been taken to
protect the environment. A citizen
initiative like iamgurgaon, which is
focused on restoring Gurgaon’s
green habitat has been a massive step
in the right direction towards pro-
tecting the environment. It consist-
ed of a group of concerned residents
striving to make a difference.

We must laud every effort and
cheer for every step that we take
towards an environmentally con-
scious society. In a large country like
India, the impact of such actions are
massive. Yet much remains to be
desired. It’s limited to a minuscule
population of hyper-aware individ-
uals and organisations. What steps
can we take to address this gap of
awareness creation at the grassroots?

Environmental education
must be holistic

It’s our collective responsibility
to do something about the nature
crisis. It’s not up to anyone individ-
ual or entity. Taking a holistic look
into creating transformations from
the ground up will help India reach
its 2050 Paris Agreement goals and
turn into a truly sustainable society.

Environmental education is
offering us the audacity to hope for
a brighter future. It’s time to join the
revolution.
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The IIHMR University
invites applications for MBA
in Digital Health. 

It is an interdisciplinary
master’s programme in digital
health, aimed to develop high-
ly qualified experts in areas
requiring interface between
computer science, IT and med-
icine.

The programme enables in
staying at the cutting-edge of
emerging health technology,
including digital health, tele-
health and health automation. 

Duration: Two years
How to apply: Log on to

www.iihmr.edu.in.
Last date to apply: March

25, 2021. 
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The School of Design and

Visual Arts (SDVA) at Apeejay
Stya University (ASU) invites
applications for admissions to its
Bachelor in Design programme
for the year 2021-22 with spe-
cialisations in Fashion Design,
Interior Design,  Animation &
Multimedia, and Graphic
Design. 

After completion of the
course, a student may work as a
Fashion Designer, Fashion
Stylist, Costume Designer,

Interior Designer,
Graphic Designer,

A n i m a t i o n
Filmmaker, VFX Artist,
or Creative Head in

reputed fashion & apparel
brands, design houses, media
houses, or corporate
houses/institutions according
to their specialisations. 

Some students with an
entrepreneurial bent of mind
may opt for setting up ventures
in their respective fields.

Eligibility: Students need to
secure at least 50% aggregate
marks in Class XII in any stream
from a recognised Board. Those
students who are going to attend
their final exams this year may
also apply; however, the final
admissions will be held only
after they submit their board
certificates with the minimum
aggregate marks as mentioned.

All eligible applicants shall
be shortlisted based on their
overall academic performances
and aptitude in the online
entrance test followed by a
mock test. 

How to apply: The appli-
cation forms can be down-
loaded from the University web-
site: www.university.apeejay.edu.

Last date to apply: June  8,
2021.
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A workshop was conducted
on the theme of

‘Atmanirbhar Bharat through
Experiential Learning,
Vocational Education,
Internship, Apprenticeship and
Entrepreneurship’ at the
University School of Education,
GGSIP University in collabo-
ration with MGNCRE,
Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of
Education on the March 23,
2021. 

The workshop was well
received by the target audience
which comprised of the prin-
cipals and faculty of BEd col-
leges  affiliated to GGSIP

University. The welcome
address was delivered by Prof
Dhananjay Joshi Dean, USE
and was steered by Dr
Shatrughan Bhardwaj covering
all the aspects of pedagogical
inputs required to establish a
synergy between experiential
learning, vocational education,
internship, apprenticeship and
entrepreneurship for making
Bharat Atmanirbhar in the real
sense.
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The Indian furniture industry has
started witnessing a boom in an
unprecedented way. According to

a report, the revenue forecast in the
Indian furniture market stands at
$216,293 million in the year 2021.
People are willing to buy new furniture,
replace the existing ones keeping in mind
their lifestyle and living standard due to
the rise in their income. Therefore, it is
crystal clear fact that the furniture
industry is growing. Here we list out five
critical skills needed for jobs in the indus-
try.

Drawing skills: If you want to land
a really good job in the Indian furniture
industry then drawing skills are some-
thing one can never ignore no matter
what. Drawing skills basically develop
sketching ability in you through which
you can always visualise the final prod-
uct even before any conceptualisation on
the product. Like a filmmaker visualis-
es the entire movie even before when
shots are captured by the camera, in the
same manner, a person abled with
drawing skills can see the final furniture
product even before the commencement
of production.

Understanding layout plans: There
is no dearth of jobs for a person who has
a great understanding of floor and
space structure and furniture layout
plans. Furniture layout plans are basical-
ly meant for creating a structure where-
in optimum benefit of space can be
availed keeping in mind the furniture it
occupies. 

Knowledge of 3D design software:
A person who is pro in 3D designing
software for preparing primary blue-
prints of final furniture products takes
an edge over others when it comes to
landing a job in the Indian furniture
industry. If you hold a great command
over 3D designing software of a comput-
er, then even in primary level talks you
can convince clients about how good
your final product is going to be. 

Good hold on industrial produc-
tion systems and processes:If you are
working for a big brand and reputed
name of furniture industry then knowl-

edge of industrial production systems
and processes is a prerequisite to grab a
job. This basically means that a person
willing to land a job in the Indian fur-
niture industry must be aware of all the
important aspects of industrial produc-
tion systems and processes of furniture
production.

Knowledge of materials: Material is
like the backbone or foundation of any
furniture product. If a person has a solid
knowledge about the types of woods
available in the market for furniture
products or material finishes then the job
becomes quite easy and quality too does
not get compromised. People who have
great identification understand of woods
like Maple, Oak, Cherry, Pine, Cedar and
material finishes like particle board,
MDF, etc always automatically gain an
edge over those who lack knowledge.
And, that's why it is advised that if you
want to make a career in the Indian fur-
niture industry, then knowledge of
material finishes is very important.

By keeping all the above-mentioned
skillsets in mind, landing a job in the
Indian furniture industry is not a big task.
Always remember, if you have good
knowledge about the furniture market
and can work with dedication with a
clear goal in mind, no target is too big
to achieve.
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The 2020 was one of the biggest
years of transformations the
education industry is witness-

ing currently. The coronavirus pan-
demic rapidly forced our classroom
learning process to completely
adhere to digital mediums and at
times blended education (partially
online and classroom) in order to
have an uninterrupted learning. 

The COVID 19 pandemic
impacted the education sector
heavily. With 1.26 billion children
worldwide having gone education
less as estimated by the UNESCO,
out of which 300 million children
are just from India. The initial hic-
cups of the lockdown had com-
pellednot only students but also
educators to come out of their com-
fort zone and learnt new skills to
master online teaching platforms
among others.

The complete education system
has gone through an unprecedent-
ed growth in digital transformation,
moreover, the education experts
suggest that this is just the begin-
ning. As we move towards a new

beginning, we should be ready
with novel challenges including
student retention, student engage-
ment, collaborative learning
requirements as well as competitive
models from international institu-
tions. Edtech is going to play a piv-
otal role in solving these challenges
for higher education institutes. The
key trends are: 
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One should not be surprised to

learn that the usage of videos for
online training (or video-based
learning) will get a new momentum
this year to make the education
process interesting and increase stu-
dent engagement.

No doubt videos are a high-
impact medium, and it creates an
engaging learning experience with
high recall and retention. It also
encourages microlearning, creativ-
ity and interactivity among the stu-
dents.

There is a myth that video-
based learning was created to
replace teachers and trainers, but

actually it was created to enhance
the learning experience and
increase the accessibility of quality
education even in the far-flung
areas, where there is a dismal stu-
dent and teacher ratio. 
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The Internet of Things,

Artificial Intelligence, Machine
Learning, Virtual Reality and
Augmented Reality are going to play
a pivotal role in education in order
to enhance studentl earning and
engagement.

It will reinvent the online learn-
ing space in the years to come.
Through AI, student learning abil-
ities will be estimated, which in turn
will help us to bring modifications
in the learning process.

But the biggest challenge in
implementing these evolved tech-
nologies in the education is the
internet penetration especially in
tier II and tier III cities. These tech-
nologies have to be affordable so
that underprivileged students can
also have an access to them. 
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With the onset of new strain of

muted coronavirus, looks like the
first few months of 2021 would fol-
low the new normal. In such a sce-
nario, blended learning will play a
significant role for education sector.

For the past few years, blend-
ed learning has been a part of pre-
mier higher education institutes
such as IIMs and IITs. 

This form of learning com-
bines online educational materials
and opportunities for online inter-
action with traditional place-based
classroom methods. Since some
courses involve practical classes,
blended learning is effective for
such studies. It helps in enhancing
the access to education and max-
imises flexibility to both students
and teachers. This kind of learning
process initiates student interest,
interaction and satisfaction in the
learning environment. Blended
learning is no doubt the future of
global learning.
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New Zealand secured a
series-clinching five-

wicket win in the second ODI
against Bangladesh on
Tuesday after a string of field-
ing errors dashed the tourists’
hopes of victory.

Black Caps skipper Tom
Latham scored an unbeaten
110 after being dropped twice
with New Zealand chasing
272 at Hagley Oval.

New Zealand batsman
Jimmy Neesham was also
given a life, with the errors
undoing Bangladesh’s good
work in making 271 for six
after losing the toss and being
put into bat.

Bangladesh captain
Tamim Iqbal was left frustrat-
ed after seeing his side come
close to a maiden victory on
New Zealand soil.

“We should have won this
game. We created chances but
we just couldn’t hold on to
those dropped catches,” he
said.

“We hardly ever win
games but in this kind of sit-
uation we have to make sure

that we do everything 100 per-
cent. I’m disappointed.”

Tamim top-scored for the
tourists with 78 and
Mohammad Mithun con-
tributed an unbeaten 73 off 57
balls.

Latham’s 110 came off 108
balls and was his fifth ODI
centur y,  while Devon
Conway’s 72 helped anchor
the innings.

The Black Caps reached
the target after 48.2 overs, fin-
ishing on 275 for five to take

an unassailable 2-0 lead in the
three-match ODI series.

“It was obviously nice to
have that match-winning con-
tribution,” Latham said. 

“I thought at the halfway
point we did a really good job
with the ball but we knew
Bangladesh were going to
come out fighting.

“For us it was just about
trying to build those partner-
ships through the middle.”

The third match will be
played on Friday. 
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World number one T20I
batswoman Shafali Verma

blasted 60 runs off 30 balls after
left-arm spinner Rajeshwari
Gayakwad’s fine bowling display
to power India to a consolation
nine-wicket win over South
Africa in the third and final
match here on Tuesday.

Gayakwad picked up three
wickets for just nine runs to
help India restrict South
Africa Women to 112 for 7
and then Verma and captain
Smriti Mandhana (48 not out
off 28 balls) shared 96 runs for
the opening wicket to canter
to an easy win with nine overs
to spare.

Shafali hit seven fours and
five sixes during his blistering
knock while Mandhana had
nine boundaries in his unbeat-
en innings.

SA Women clinched the
three-match T20I series 2-1,
having won the first two
matches.

Chasing 113 for victory,
the 17-year old Shafali went on
a rampage from the word go by
picking up 18 runs (3 fours and
a six) off the first over bowled
by Shabnim Ismail.

She kept attacking the

opposition bowlers and
smashed three more sixes in
the next three overs, including
two off Nadine de Klerk’s sec-
ond over.

The South Africa bowlers
came in for severe punishment
from Shafali as she produced a
wide array of shots during her
audacious hitting show.

Nondumiso Shangase
ended the young Indian open-
er’s knock by having her caught
by Ismail in the deep in the
ninth over. But by then, the
match was as good as over in
India’s favour.

Mandhana, who was like a
spectator when Shafali went
on the rampage, showed her
class by producing the final
flourish, taking India to 114 for
1 in 11 overs.

Earlier, Gayakwad (3/9) was
the star performer as she bowled
with great control and guile to
flummox the South African
batters while fellow slow
bowlers Radha Yadav (1/24) and
Deepti Sharma (1/22) chipped
in with impressive displays.

Skipper Sune Luus was the
top-scorer for South Africa
with 28 while Lara Goodall
finished with 25 not out from
17 balls after they were asked
to bat.
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The Gold rush continued
for Indian shooters at the

ISSF World Cup on Tuesday
as Ganemat Sekhon and
Angad Vir Singh Bajwa
claimed the skeet mixed team
top honours here.

The 20-year-old Ganemat
and 25-year-old Angad, who
had topped the qualification
with a score of 141, produced
another good show to beat the
Kazakh pair of Olga Panarina
and Alexandr Yechshenko 33-

29 in the Gold medal show-
down. It was the only final
lined up for the day.

With this, table-topper
India’s Gold haul at the ongo-
ing event went up to seven.
The hosts have also won four
Silvers and as many Bronze
medals for a total of 15 medals
so far in the tournament.

Another Indian pair of
Parinaaz Dhaliwal and Mairaj
Ahmad Khan, however,
missed the Bronze medal by a
whisker at the Dr Karni Singh
Shooting Range on Tuesday.

����� .8'+6�

Big-hitting teenage Indian
batter Shafali Verma rose

a rung to reclaim the top
spot in the ICC women’s T20
rankings, riding on her fine
performances in the ongoing
series against South Africa at
home.

The 17-year-old, who
grabbed the top position for
the first time after helping her
side reach the knockout phase
of the T20 World Cup last year
in Australia, has leapfrogged
Australia’s Beth Mooney with
scores of 23 and 47.

The Indian team, despite
winning the final T20 on
Tuesday, lose 1-2 to the visi-
tors in the three-match series.

South Africa opener
Lizelle Lee is another one to
gain in the rankings even
though the big-hitting open-
er lost her top spot in the ODI
rankings within a week of
replacing England’s Tammy
Beaumont, the ICC said in a

statement.
Lee has gained three slots

to reach 11th position among
T20I batters after a match-
winning 70 helped South
Africa to a winning 2-0 lead
on Sunday.

Laura Wolvaardt has risen
five places to 24th after guid-
ing her team to victory with
an unbeaten 53 in the second
match, while captain Sune
Luus (up five places to 38th)
and Nadine de Klerk (up
three places to 74th) are the
other South Africans to
advance in the batting list.

For India,
D e e p t i
S h a r m a
has moved
up four places
to 40th and
teenager Richa
Ghosh has rocket-
ed 59 places to 85th
among batters while
young all-rounder
Harleen Deol has
progressed in both

lists, up 262 places to 99th
among batters and up 76
places to 146th among
bowlers.

Left-arm spinner
Rajeshwari Gayakwad has
advanced from 34th to 25th.

There have also been some
notable changes in the ODI
rankings.

In the update to the longer
format, India captain Mithali
Raj, a formerly top-ranked

batter, has moved up one
place to eighth after an

unbeaten 79 while
Priya Punia has
moved up to five

places to 53rd.
Gayakwad is

up eight
places to
38th among

bowlers.
The 4-1 series win

saw South Africa over-
take England to second
position in the ODI
team rankings while
India remain fourth. 
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India batsman Krunal Pandya
smashed the fastest fifty by an

ODI debutant during the first
match against England here on
Tuesday and broke down
remembering his father who
died in January this year after
suffering a heart attack.

The 30-year-old Krunal
was handed the India cap by his
younger brother and star all-
rounder Hardik.

He reached the half centu-
ry mark in just 26 balls, overtak-

ing John Morris (35 balls) of
New Zealand. 

Krunal broke down while
being interviewed by the host
broadcaster after his blistering
unbeaten knock of 58 (31 balls),
which was studded with seven
fours and two sixes.

“This one is for my father,”
was all that Krunal could tell
commentator Murali Kartik
when asked about his unbeat-
en knock before being over-
whelmed by emotions.

He was enveloped by
Hardik in a tight hug soon after.
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India batsman Shreyas Iyer
dislocated his left shoulder

while fielding in the first ODI
against England here on
Tuesday, raising serious doubts
over his participation in the IPL
beginning April 9.

The incident happened in
the eighth over of the England
innings when Shreyas dived on
a drive hit by Jonny Bairstow
off pacer Shardul Thakur. The
26-year-old is unlikely to take
part in the remaining two
ODIs.

“Shreyas Iyer subluxated
(partially dislocated) his left
shoulder in the 8th over while
fielding. He has been taken for
further scans and won’t take
any further part in the game,”
said the BCCI in a medical
update.

“Rohit Sharma was hit on
the right elbow while batting
and felt some pain later. He
won’t take the field,” it added.

Shreyas looked in pain and
walked off the field while hold-
ing his shoulder, raising con-
cerns over his fitness ahead of
the IPL in which he captains
Delhi Capitals.

The Mumbaikar had per-
ished for just 6 while batting.

It could take as much as six
weeks to recover from shoulder
dislocation and much longer in
case a surgery is required. 
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Debutants Krunal
Pandya and Prasidh
Krishna made the big

stage their own to give an all-
round India a convincing 66-
run victory over world cham-
pions England in the first ODI
of the three-match series here
on Tuesday.

After under-fire opener
Shikhar Dhawan delivered
with a solid 98, Krunal (58 not
out off 31) smashed the fastest
fifty by a debutant to fire India
to 317 for five following
England’s decision to field.

At 135 for no loss in the
15th over, with Jason Roy (46
off 35) and Jonny Bairstow (94

off 55) going strong, England
seemed to be running away
with the chase before Krishna
(4/54) and Shardul Thakur
(3/37) shared seven wickets
between them to script a win-
ning comeback.

The 25-year-old Krishna’s
figures were the best by an
Indian debutant as England’s
innings ended at 251 in 42.1
overs.

“It didn’t start off well, and
they came hard at us because
we bowled poorly, but we had
belief,” said the Karnataka
bowler, who had drawn high
praise from skipper Virat Kohli
long before making the squad.

Considering the nature of
the surface, it was a com-

mendable effort from the
Indian bowlers, who carried on
from the T20 series to defend
gettable targets with remark-
able ease.

Krishna, who leaked 37
runs in his first three overs,
came back strongly and trou-
bled the batsmen with his abil-
ity to generate extra bounce.

Thakur once again provid-
ed the breakthroughs when the
team needed and senior pro
Bhuvneshwar Kumar too
chipped in with a couple of
wickets towards the end.

England had the game in
the bag but were guilty of
throwing it away, failing to
build on the flier of a start
given Bairstow and Roy.

Earlier, Dhawan and Virat
Kohli (56 off 60) shared 105
runs for the second wicket
before Krunal (58 not out off
31) and K L Rahul (62 not out
off 43) sent England on a
leather hunt with their
unbeaten 112-run stand off 57
balls to take the team past 300.

Dhawan hammered 11
fours and two sixes in his 106-
ball knock while Krunal plun-
dered seven fours and two
maximums in his entertaining
innings. 

Rahul also got welcome
runs after a lean run in the
T20 series.

Put into bat here, Rohit
Sharma (28 off 42) and
Dhawan shared 64 runs for
the opening wicket.

After Rohit’s dismissal,
skipper Kohli joined Dhawan
and the two rall ied the
innings.

Dhawan brought up his
fifty with a maximum, a slog-
sweep, off 68 balls, in the 24th
over, and then changed gears.
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