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The Centre on Tuesday
sounded the alarm over

India’s Covid-19 situation
which, it warned, is going from
“bad to worse” and becoming
a “huge cause of worry”.
Stressing that the “whole coun-
try is at risk” and nobody
should be complacent, the
Union Health Ministry asked
the States to prepare a district
action plan, convert hospitals to
dedicated Covid facilities yet
again, ramp up testing with
focus on RT-PCR, isolate
promptly, trace contact, and
boost healthcare resources.

India has recorded 56,211
new coronavirus cases in the
last 24 hours, which, in some
relief, is 17 per cent lower
than the day before, taking the
total tally to 1,20,95,855 on
Tuesday. Maharashtra, Kerala,
Punjab, Karnataka and
Chhattisgarh account for 80.17
per cent of the total active cases
in India, whereas 19 States
and UTs have higher coron-
avirus cases per million than
the national average.

At a Press conference here

on the Covid-19 situation in
the country, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said
that 10 districts, with 8 in
Maharashtra alone, have
reported nearly 6 lakh cases in
March. The 10 districts also
include Delhi taken as a whole.

“The 10 districts with max-
imum active Covid-19 cases are
Pune (59,475), Mumbai
(46,248), Nagpur (45,322),
Thane (35,264), Nashik
(26,553), Aurangabad (21,282),

Bengaluru Urban (16,259),
Nanded (15,171), Delhi (8,032)
and Ahmednagar (7,952).

Continued on Page 2
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The Government on Tuesday
said that Covaxin and

Covishield are effective against
the UK and Brazilian variant of
SARS-CoV-2. “Work against
South African variant is going
on,” said Union Health
Secretary Bharat Bhushan. 

Of the 11,064 genome sam-
ples of coronavirus sequenced,
the UK variant has been detect-
ed in 807, South African vari-
ant in 47 and Brazilian variant
in one.

He said that India will
open Covid-19 vaccination for
everyone aged above 45 years
from April 1, irrespective of
whether they have any co-
morbidity or not.

“Everyone in the eligible
age group can register on the
CoWIN platform for vaccina-
tion or can visit the vaccination
Centre after 3 pm with any
identity document. Usually
people with Aadhaar card &
voter ID. But you can also pro-
duce bank passbook, passport,
ration card,” said the official at

a Press conference here.
However, reports of glitch-

es in CoWIN app as well as
some hospitals showing negli-
gence during the vaccination
process seem to be deterring
many from coming forward 
to take the jab. 

Take the case 
of Nirupama Cairie (58), who
even after eight days of taking
the first dose of Covishield, 
continues to reel with severe 
side effects of the jab. She
alleged the private hospital
where she was registered for
vaccination did not follow the
norms.

“I had registered on
CoWIN app and scheduled
my vaccination appointment at
at a private hospital in Noida,
Uttar Pradesh and went for my
first dose on March 22nd
2021.Without bothering to
look into my medical papers
about my co-morbities, the
hospital staff vaccinated me
which left me with severe itch-
ing all over my body,” said
Nirupama. 

Continued on Page 2
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In view of the rising number
of Covid cases across the

country, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Tuesday asked
airports to enhance surveil-
lance and explore the possi-
bility of imposing “spot fines”
on those who violate Covid-19
protocols. In an advisory
issued to airports, the DGCA
noted that compliance of some
airports to Covid-19 guide-
lines weren’t satisfactory.

“All airport operators,
therefore, are requested to
ensure that the instructions on
Covid-19 protocol from the
standpoint of wearing a face
mask properly, covering nose
and mouth, as well as main-
taining social distance norms
within the airport premises are
followed scrupulously,” the
circular said.

Airports have been given
a strict SOP as part of the mea-
sures being taken to contain
the spread of the novel coro-
navirus as India stares at a sec-
ond more lethal wave.
Accordingly, all airport oper-
ators can increase surveillance
in this regard, the DGCA
said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Chandigarh: The Punjab
Government on Tuesday
extended restrictions to tack-
le coronavirus with schools
and colleges to remain shut for
another 10 days.
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The countdown for the April
6 elections in Kerala and

Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assemblies began on Tuesday
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi leading the campaign
against the CPI (M)-led LDF in
Kerala and the DMK-led
Opposition in Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry.

Addressing an election
rally at Palakkad, from where
the legendary engineer E
Sreedharan is contesting as a
BJP candidate, Prime Minister
Modi lambasted the Marxists
whom he described as Judas
who betrayed Jesus Christ for
30 silver coins. 

“Judas betrayed Lord Jesus
Christ for 30 silver coins. But
the CPI(M) betrayed Kerala
and the country for some gold
bars,” the Prime Minister said
in a thundering voice as the

thousands who had gathered to
listen to him roared in
approval.

Modi reminded the people
of Kerala how the CPI(M) sys-
tematically destroyed the age-
old custom and tradition of
Sabarimala shrine. “While the
CPI(M) was destroying the

cultural fabric of the State, the
Congress-led UDF watched it
in silence,” charged the Prime
Minister. 

He also reminded the peo-
ple of the State about the match
fixing between the CPI (M) and
the Congress. 

Continued on Page 2

�����	 ��!�
����"����#�

$�������������
����#��%�
	

��������	����������	�������������	���� �!���������	����� �����	��������	
��� ���	��	���  �������������"#����������	�������
���������$����������#����!�%
 ��������"��� ������	�$���  �������������	�$�����%� �$&

������
������	�
�
���%�4���2+�0%��

Campaign for second phase
of Bengal polling came to

an end on Tuesday with reports
of violence coming from sev-
eral places. 

Former India cricketer
Ashok Dinda, who is contest-
ing on a BJP ticket from
Moyna, sustained back and
shoulder injuries in an attack
by TMC supporters. 

Elsewhere, a BJP candidate
was attacked at Tamluk by
TMC men and he had to be
hospitalised, sources said,
adding another BJP worker
was beaten to death at Egra in
East Midnapore. 

Allegedly gangraped by
TMC supporters, the woman,

the wife of a BJP supporter who
had campaigned with Suvendu
Adhikari even on Monday
evening, was in a critical con-
dition, sources said. The
Election Commission had
sought reports of the incident.

Even as reports of vio-
lence came in, war of words
ensued between Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and Home
Minister Amit Shah with each
blaming the other’s outfit for
the volatile situation in Bengal.

Shah on Tuesday reiterat-
ed that his party would win
200-plus seats, before con-
demning the TMC
Government for creating an
atmosphere of violence in the
State, even as Mamata hit back
accusing the BJP of importing
and harbouring criminals in
Nandigram and other parts of
the State with a “vicious design
of rigging the polls.”

Continued on Page 2
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In a bid to incentivise the
owners of old vehicles to go

for scrapping, the Centre on
Tuesday directed the trans-
port departments of the States
through a gazette notification
to give discounts on registra-
tion fee and road taxes as per
the vehicle scrappage policy
that will come into effect from
October this year. 

Some of the incentives
notified are: scrap value for the
old vehicle given by the scrap-
ping centre, expected to be 4-
6 per cent of the price of a new
vehicle; a road-tax rebate of up
to 25 per cent for new person-
al vehicles and up to 15 per cent
for new commercial vehicles
from the States besides an
additional discount of 5 per
cent by auto companies against

the scrapping certificate.
Private vehicle owners,

who renew fitness certificates
after 20 years, will have to pay
an increased fee of �7,000.
They will pay another �5,000
for renewal of registration fee.

Additional discount of 5
per cent by auto companies
will, however, not be manda-
tory for the manufacturers but
the Government anticipates
that the all the stakeholders
could be a contributor for a
green tax in the country to help
reduce pollution.

As per Government esti-
mates, currently there are 51
lakh light motor vehicles in the
country, which are over 20-
year-old and 34 lakh light

motor vehicles, which are over
15-year-old. Besides, there are
17 lakh medium and heavy
vehicles, which are over 15-
year-old, and plying without
fitness certificates.

The Centre early this year
had proposed a slew of mea-
sures to ensure that vehicles
over 15 years old stay off the
road. This included a steep rise
in fee for renewal of fitness cer-
tificate for old commercial
vehicles, increasing the fee for
renewal of registration of pri-
vate vehicles that are over 20
years old.

Union Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari during the
Budget session had announced
that all vehicles of the Central
Government, State
Government, Municipal
Corporation, Panchayats, State
Transport Undertakings, PSUs
and autonomous bodies may
be de-registered and scrapped
after 15 years from the date of
registration. 
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Amob of sword-wielding
Sikhs on Monday attacked

policemen, injuring at least
four of them, after being denied
permission to hold a public
procession in Nanded due to
the coronavirus pandemic, an
official said. 22 people have
been arrested for the attack. 

A viral video showed the
sword-wielding mob barging
out of the gurdwara, breaking
the barricades put up by police
and attacking the policemen.

Several vehicles were also
damaged in the violence.

Nanded Range DIG Nisar
Tamboli said the condition of
one of the four constables was
serious.

Detailed report on P5
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Police officer Sachin Vaze and
former policeman Vinayak
Shinde were present at the
meeting where the murder of
Thane-based businessman
Mansukh Hiran was planned,
the NIA told the court on
Tuesday and added Vaze had
used a mobile phone to contact
a “conspirator”.

The NIA, however, didn’t
name the conspirator.

The investigating agency
also said that it was close to
unravelling the conspiracy and
the motive behind the crime.

The special court judge P
R Sitre has extended till April
7 the NIA custody of Shinde
and another accused Naresh
Gor, a cricket bookie, in the
murder case.

Hiran, a Thane resident,
had been in possession of an

SUV which was later found
with explosives near the resi-
dence of industrialist Mukesh
Ambani in south Mumbai on
February 25.

The body of Hiran was
found in the Mumbra creek in
Thane on March 5.

The Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad had arrested
suspended constable Shinde
and Gor in this connection ear-
lier this month.

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) took the duo
into its custody last week. They
were presented before the spe-
cial NIA court on the expiry of

their remand on Tuesday.
The NIA told the court that

its probe revealed that Vaze and
Shinde were present at the
meetingwhere the murder of
Hiran was planned.

Continued on Page 2
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In what could be an ominous
sign of the impending trou-

ble, the RAW has warned that
the terror groups in Jammu &
Kashmir have decided to loot
protective gear from the secu-
rity forces, even by killing
them, in the Valley. The ter-
rorists have already been
snatching weapons from the
forces’ personnel in both the
Valley as well as the Maoist-hit
States.

The Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW), country’s pre-
mier external intelligence
agency, has warned that the ter-
ror groups operating in Jammu
& Kashmir are planning to
acquire protective gear like
bulletproof helmets by any
means like snatching, stealing
or even killing security forces
personnel.

The agency said that
Maoists are also estimated to
have been using bullet-resistant

helmets and bulletproof vests
snatched from the security
forces in Chhattisgarh.

The input was generated by
the RAW on March 19 and has
been passed on to stakeholders
engaged in law and order roles
as also counter-terror opera-
tions in the Valley like the
Army, Rashtriya Rifles and
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), sources said.

As per the chatter of mili-

tant outfits on the social media,
intercepted by RAW, Abdul
Ghani Khwaja (Al Badr
Operational Commander) died
due to bullet injury in the
head and he could have sur-
vived, if he had been wearing
the bulletproof helmet, sources
said, adding liquidation of
Khwaja has prompted the ter-
ror groups to acquire bullet-
proof helmets.

Khwaja was killed by the

security forces in an operation
in Sopore on March 9.

After the killing of Khwaja,
the terrorist outfits have tasked
their cadres to make efforts to
acquire bulletproof helmets “by
any means, including snatching,
stealing or even by killing secu-
rity forces personnel.”

According to the inter-
cepts, the terror outfits have
highlighted Maoists are using
such helmets in Chhattisgarh
after snatching the items from
security personnel.

The security forces have
sensitised their formations to
alert their troops in their juris-
dictions regarding the latest
input and remain extra alert
and highly vigilant while on
security duties to avoid inci-
dents of snatching of their
protective gears, officials said.

Apart from bulletproof
vests, the forces also use bullet-
resistant helmets and patkas as
protective gears.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Vistara will be
rolling back pay cuts for a few
categories of employees, start-
ing April. These pay cuts
were implemented last year
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic leading to severe finan-
cial issues for the aviation
industry. 
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Mumbai: The Maharashtra
Government on Tuesday set up
a committee headed by a
retired judge of High Court to
probe the corruption allega-
tions levelled by former
Mumbai Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh against State
Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh.

��	�
(����
	�
�����
����	����
������
��
�����
���
������	
��#�
#���
�����	��


5���%��#�������� "������$!��2���#��������#����
�����

���������	�
�����
�

���	����!��2���#��������2

60�	�
,�	� +��,
7'
�--%� 88
6���
���������
.9	��
�"
���#����#�

���#�����
:��


%.0+�

03,��1/  +1��0

 +3 ��.�/��

���,+�
����3� ,+��%�4��+

%.+��%3� +;%.�� �%
&�<�;/�%�

�-! ���-��.
)/01
���������	
������������������ �����������������	������������� !���"#$���

��2
��#��
2��������
����# 3)�
4*4)5
�����
)4
�3

$�%&%$&�'�
�+.
.0.,���,
,+�00.�4.

�()&*)!�+,
���.
�
,��..�


��
,1%��4

��
-$./0�1

/1�0%
0.�%.��
,�00
:1�
�./
���=0
���%.��,
��.��;

������	

�	�����	
��	��
�
��	����




	
��	������������������������ ��������� !�"#" 

�������	
��	��������	�	��
��
�	����
	���	
��	��	��
��	��	����	��������	�����	���	��	������	���
	��
 
�� �
�
���	!�
�	"
�
�	�
�#�	�� 	$����%&&'	''(� 
��	�������	
�	)
#�
�	��
*
��
�	����	$	(&'�(&&	!�����%�+�	����
	,-���.�	/�����0	��
��
�	����
�	123	!-3�413�/	��	���(�''	/
��0	�
�����
�	�����0
���	5���0	��6
�	7	1�6��

�	!����0	�
�#
����	7	�����
��		�����
�	0	��
8��
���	$���� 9���������0	/�1�:%;'<=;&''�	(+<==(<&%<;�	>?<&(+;(<&�	���*�� 	@�����0	;��	A�����	!
�
�
	!������#	�������	A
�B

�	3�
��	���*�� %((�	'&��	9���������0	'=((%(+;�;;+�	(+;�;;;�	(+;�;;=�

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

�	�
� ����<�

Of more than 1.6 lakh COVID-19  Vaccine
doses allotted to Goa, the state has admin-

istered 90,590 doses till March 15, state Health
Minister Vishwajit Rane told the legislative
Assembly on Tuesday.

In a written reply to a question tabled by
Independent MLA Rohan Khaunte, Rane said as
of March 15, a total of 69,980 doses of vaccines
had remained in the state.

"The total quantum of vaccines allotted to
Goa is 1,60,570 doses, of which 90,590 have been
utilised till March 15," the minister said.The
quantity of doses in the next batch of vaccine for
states will be decided by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, depending on utilisation and
stock availability in the state as per the eVIN por-
tal, he said.

An email requesting for the next lot of vac-
cine has been sent to the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, he said.

Till March 15, of 17,516 registered frontline
workers, 12,798 have been inoculated at gov-
ernment hospitals and centres and nine in pri-
vate hospitals, Rane said, adding that only one
severe AEFI (adverse event following immuni-
sation) had been reported as on date. At least
4,718 frontline COVID-19 workers are yet to be
vaccinated, the minister said. 
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Kerala logged 2,389  positive
cases, including 13 health

workers, on Tuesday, pushing
the total caseload to 11.21 lakh
and the active cases to 24,650,
the state government said.

As many as 1946 people
have been cured of the infec-
tion, taking the total recover-
ies to 10,92,365.  In the last 24
hours ending at 2 pm, 58,557
samples have been tested and
the test positivity rate was 4.08
per cent.So far,1,31,09,437 sam-
ples have been sent for testing.
Kozhikode recorded the high-
est number of cases 325, fol-
lowed by Ernakulam 283,
Malappuram 250, Kannur 248
and Thiruvananthapuram 225,
while Pathnamthitta had the
least at 62, Health minister K
K Shailaja said ina press
release.The toll has gone up to
4,606 with the addition of 16
recent deaths and the total
number of cases has touched
11,21,931.    
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New Delhi: The CBI on
Tuesday questioned Anup
Majhi, the alleged mastermind
of illegal coal mining in Eastern
Coalfields Ltd mines in Asansol
(West Bengal), in connection
with the coal pilferage scam. He
was grilled at the agency’s office
in Kolkata.  Earlier, the Supreme
Court had restrained the agency
from arresting Majhi till April
6."The petitioner shall not be
arrested until April 6. This
order has been passed without
going into the merit of the case.
We clarify that this order will
not restrain the investigation," a
bench headed by Justice D Y
Chandrachud had said.

The bench, also comprising
Justices M R Shah and Sanjiv
Khanna, directed that Majhi
shall cooperate in the probe in
the case. The multi-crore coal
pilferage scam is related to the
Eastern Coalfields Ltd mines in
the Kunustoria and Kajora areas
in West Bengal.The CBI had
registered an FIR in November
last year against the alleged
kingpin of the pilferage racket,
Manjhi alias Lala, ECL general
managers Amit Kumar Dhar
and Jayesh Chandra Rai, ECL
security chief Tanmay Das,
Kunustoria area security inspec-
tor Dhananjay Rai and Kajor
area security in-charge
Debashish Mukherjee. PNS
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From Page 1
Though technically speaking,

Delhi has many districts, it has been
taken as one district, said Bhushan
who has also written to Chief
Secretaries and Administrators of all
States/UTs, highlighting specific dis-
trict-level strategies with proactive
and focused action to contain the
cluster outbreaks of corona cases in
some districts from overflowing
into other regions.

NITI Aayog member (Health)
VK Paul said, “Covid-19 situation is
turning from bad to worse. In the last
few weeks, especially in some States,
it is a huge cause for worry. No State,
no part of the country or district
should be complacent.”

“We are facing an increasingly
severe and intense situation, more so
surely in some districts. But the
whole country is potentially at risk

and therefore all efforts to contain
and save lives should be taken.

“Hospital and ICU preparations
have to be readied. If the cases
increase rapidly, the healthcare sys-
tem would be overwhelmed,” Paul
said.

About surge in case positivity
rates, Bhushan said Maharashtra
last week had an average positivity
rate of 23 per cent, followed by
Punjab 8.82 per cent, Chattisgarh
8.24 per cent, Madhya Pradesh 7.82
per cent, Tamil Nadu 2.5 per cent,
Karnataka 2.45 per cent, 
Gujarat 2.22 per cent, and Delhi 2.04
per cent.

The average national positivity
rate during last week was 5.65 per
cent. All States and Union Territories
are reporting a surge in cases and
there is a need to significantly and
exponentially increase the number of
Covid-19 tests. The proportion of
RT-PCR tests need to be increased
too, Bhushan said.

In his letter to the States/UTs, the
Health Secretary asked all districts to
prepare a District Action Plan with
clear timelines and responsibilities.
“While RT-PCR test proportion
must be more than 70 per cent as this
impacts on positivity rate, an
Emergency Operations Centre with
a team to monitor the indicators,
their growth, and spread 24×7
should be set up. The District
Magistrate should review this twice
a day and firm up a strategy for
action.

Containment zones (CZ) in
compliance with the SOPs issued by
the Ministry should be dynamic and
the district should take into account
the evolving situation and clustering
of cases and review on a daily basis.
“All districts with high caseload and
fast growth of cases must ensure 100
per cent saturation vaccination of the
priority age group of 45 year and
above, in the coming two weeks,” said
the official in the letter.

From Page 1
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From Page 1
“The hospital staff did give me an injection but post-

vaccination care was nil. Within 2 hours of my leaving for
home I suffered severe asthmatic attack, high fever, breath-
ing distress and cough. My family doctor has put me on
all medications including steroids. The effects reduced but
continue but I am still suffering. My doctor has suggest-
ed me not to take the second dose.”

Nirupama who happens to be the wife of a former IAS
officer also alleged that she got two vaccination certifi-
cates with PAN card number which is not hers. Finally
after her several complaints when she got yet another vac-
cination certificate, it had wrong date of March 25, 2021
as the date of vaccination, she alleged and asserted that
she will never suggest that particular hospital for vacci-
nation as well as the particular company’s vaccine.

Dr Rahul Bhargava Director and Head, Hematology
and Bone Marrow Transplant, Fortis Memorial Research
Institute, Gurugram voiced concerns that the Government
is neither sharing data on re-infection, or those getting
infected with coronavirus nor about those who are report-
ing adverse impact post vaccination.

He said that the Government should provide data on
the number of people being inoculated with the Covaxin
and Covishield and how many are getting infected despite
getting the two doses of the jabs.

From Page 1
The agency said it needs to question the accused

duo regarding the recovery of seven SIM cards, some
mobile phones and a CPU during the probe.

These SIM cards and cell phones were recovered
from Shinde, the court was told.

Special public prosecutor for NIA Sunil Gonsalves
told the court that the probe team found a piece of paper
during the probe listing 14 mobile phone numbers, of
which five numbers were given to Waze.

One of the mobile phones was also given to Waze,
which he used for contacting “conspirator” to kill Hiran,
the agency told the court.

The NIA further said the agency is closer to unrav-
el the conspiracy and the motive behind killing Hiran.
Shinde’s lawyer Gautam Jain submitted that no role in
the crimehas been attributed to the accused other than
the delivery of the SIM cards.

He said Shinde’s further remand is not required as
he has been in the custody of the probe agencies (first
the ATS and then the NIA) for almost nine days.

Gor’s lawyer Aftab Diamondwale told the court that
his client’s role was restricted to providing the SIM cards
and that he is not connected to the (murder) case.

Diamondwale told the court that Gor has been false-
ly implicated in the case. PTI

From Page 1
“The possibility of taking punitive action, such as levy of spot fines in accor-

dance with the law, shall also be explored with the local police authorities so as
to serve a deterrent for violation of Covid-19 protocol,” it stated.

The March 13 circular had asked the airport operators to hand over the pas-
sengers, who are not following the Covid-19 protocol even after repeated warn-
ings, to the security agencies. Moreover, it had asked the airlines to de-board the
passengers who refused to adhere to Covid-19 norms even after repeated warn-
ings and consider banning them from flying for at least three months.

Till last week, three Indian carriers had started the process of putting 15 domes-
tic travellers on no-fly list. These 15 are likely to be barred from flying for up to
three months, under DGCA’s unruly flyer norms. Of these 15 passengers, three
were offloaded before take-off for refusing to wear PPE gown as required on their
middle seats or masks. The other 12 were handed over to police on landing at
the destination.

The DGCA said that it has approved 18,843 flights per week from 108 air-
ports for the summer schedule, which begins on the last Sunday of March and
ends on the last Sunday of October. “It may be noted that 18,843 departures per
week have been finalised to/from 108 airports. Out of these 108 airports, Bareilly,
Bilaspur, Kurnool and Rupasi are the new airports proposed by the scheduled
airlines,” the Directorate General of Civil Aviation said on Twitter.

It said IndiGo’s 8,749 weekly flights and SpiceJet’s 2,854 have been approved
for the summer schedule. GoAir’s 1,747 flights, Air India’s 1,683, Vistara’s 1,288
and AirAsia India’s 1,243 have also been approved.
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From Page 1
“Here in Kerala they oppose

each other while in the rest of the
country they are alliance partners.
In Kerala the secret deal between
them is to rule and loot the State
alternately.  We saw the youth in the
State who agitated for employ-
ment getting lathi-charged by the
police,” said the Prime Minister.

A Muslim woman who want-
ed to seek the blessings of Modi by
touching his feet was asked by the
Prime Minister not to do so and he
himself touched her feet.

The campaign pitch in Tamil
Nadu touched new heights as Modi
unleashed a scathing attack on the
DMK and its allies. Addressing a
mammoth rally at Tirupur where
BJP’s State chief Dr Murugan is the
party’s candidate, the Prime
Minister came down heavily on the

derogatory comments on women in
Tamil Nadu made by A Raja, for-
mer Union Minister for
Telecommunications during the
UPA regime. Raja has used unpar-
liamentary and obscene comments
while mentioning about Chief
Minister Edappadi Palaniswamy’s
mother.

Without naming Raja, the
Prime Minister said the UPA led by
the DMK has launched an outdat-
ed 2G Missile to attack Chief
Minister Edappadi Palaniswamy’s
mother. “The attack was targeted
against the women of Tamil Nadu.
If the DMK comes to power it
would target women in the State
and I do pray that such things do
not take place in the State,” he said.

Modi reminded the voters
about the physical assault carried
out by the DMK on former Chief

Minister Jayalalithaa inside the
Legislative Assembly. “How can we
forget the incidents of March 29,
1989 when the DMK’s MLAs phys-
ically assaulted Amma Jayalalithaaji
while the Legislative Assembly was
in session?  It was the most despi-
cable incident,” said the Prime
Minister.

Later in the evening, address-
ing an election rally at Puducherry,
the Prime Minister described the
previous Government of the Union
Territory led by V Narayanasamy
as a disaster. “In a long list of non-
performing Congress Governments
over the years, the previous
Puducherry Government  has a
special place. The Delhi High
Command and Government of
Puducherry failed on all fronts; take
any sector - education, filling of
medical seats, welfare of SC-STs,

there was only loot,” said the Prime
Minister.

“I have seen many elections but
the 2021 elections in Puducherry is
unique for the fact that the sitting
Chief Minister has been denied a
ticket. So many years of loyalty, lift-
ing the slippers of his leader, doing
wrong translation to impress his
leader. Still no ticket. 

This clearly shows how much
of a disaster his Govt has turned out
to be,” said Modi. He said MLAs
belonging to Congress were open-
ly talking about corruption, direct-
ly linked to the family of the former
Chief Minister.

Election fever touched the
zenith by the end of Tuesday as the
Prime Minister set the agenda for
debate and discussion in the run up
to the April 6 election in the two
States and the Union Territory.

From Page 1
Speaking to the reporters in the

morning he said “after reaching
Nandigram, I got a sad news about how
a woman was raped within a 5-km of
the place where Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is staying,” wondering how a
woman could be raped when the Chief
Minister herself a woman was staying
within five km of the area.

Saying that the “large crowd assem-
bling in the roadshows only show that
the people have made up their minds
to bring about a change…Suvendu
Adhikari is winning from here,” Shah
said, adding “Change is the mood in
Bengal and Nandigram will show the
way. The victory margin of the BJP
should be so big that no politician will
dare to fool people with false promis-
es ever again… The party that will win
Nandigram will form the Government
in Bengal.”He said, “If you defeat
Mamata Didi here, the TMC will be
automatically be defeated in other
parts of the State.”

Dinda who first “hid beneath the
car seat and then ran with the help of
my security and took shelter in a BDO
office,” said “one of my workers has
been severely hit and he has been hos-
pitalised. My vehicle has been com-
pletely damaged and I have received
injuries to my back and shoulder.”

The TMC supporters returning
from a roadshow held by TMC MP and

actor Nusrat Jahan attacked Dinda’s car,
sources said. The EC has sought a
report on the incident sources said.

Shah, who conducted two other
roadshows at Debra and Keshpur rode
a four-km stretch between Bethuria and
Reyapara with Adhikari by his side.
Apart from Shah cine star Mithun
Chakrabarty too led a roadshow at
Nandigram with thousands of people
joining the walk.

Hitting back at the Home Minister
and his party, Mamata said it was the
BJP which was creating problem in
Bengal. “They have brought out-
siders… we have already brought this
to the notice of the Election
Commission that police men from the
BJP-ruled States are coming to Bengal
to create violence … but the
Commission has not taken any
action… we have information how they
are harbouring criminals in various
guest houses here… is this the way you
win elections by creating terror,”
Mamata who travelled more than 5 km
on wheel-chair said.Betraying a tad lack
of confidence apparently in the changed
polarised atmosphere in Nandigram
where the minorities account for about
23.5 per cent vote share, the Chief
Minister said, “I could have contested
from my home seat Bhawanipore also
but I came to contest from Nandgiram
because I had longed for it … When I
put this proposal during a rally many
youth expressed their enthusiasm and
so I am here… I hope Nandigram will
not return me empty handed.”
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New Delhi: In India, 61 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccine have already been admin-
istered, while 64 million doses have been given
to 84 nations under various programmes,
Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan said on
Tuesday.  

Virtually participating in a panel discus-
sion on vaccine production and distribution
across Asia at the 'World Immunisation and
Logistics Summit', he detailed how the infra-
structure of India's universal immunization
programme provided a pivot for its COVID-
19 vaccine drive. The virtual conference
brought together over 1,000 attendees from
around the region and the world to discuss key
issues of global supply chains as the world faces
the largest and most complex logistical oper-
ation in history in an effort to deliver life-sav-
ing vaccines worldwide, the health ministry
said in a statement.It said the panel was
informed how India is scaling up production
of COVID-19 vaccines and how the govern-
ment was working with local and international
partners to ensure timely distribution of the
same.

Reminding everyone that India produces
60 per cent of the world's vaccine, Vardhan

said, "More than 61 million vaccine doses have
already been administered in our country and
64 million doses have been given to 84 coun-
tries under various programmes. We always
feel that benefits of science be delivered to the
whole world." At the summit, he show-
cased India's vaccine drive, the development
of two vaccines -- Covishield and Covaxin --
as well as the priority pyramid of beneficiaries.

The Union health minister said that
half a dozen vaccines are under clinical trial
and around one dozen are in pre-clinical trial
which are being monitored by an expert group
for vaccine NEGVAC, Vardhan said. 
Applauding initiatives for collaboration,
including the HOPE consortium, as a welcome
step, he observed, "It is going to help in shap-
ing the future policy for equitable distribution
of the vaccine." This will strengthen the
efforts of WHO in their commitment to ensur-
ing that there is a common platform invali-
dation, all manufacturing companies of the
world are on the same page and all stake-
holders are committed to equitable distribu-
tion of vaccine, the minister said. "We have
learnt from each other's experiences and
from various guidelines.  PTI
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Aspecial NIA court on Tuesday
remanded till April 7 a con-

victed constable and a bookie arrest-
ed earlier by Maharashtra’s Anti
Terrorism Squad (ATS) in the
extended custody of the NIA in the
case involving the alleged murder of
businessman Mansukh Hiran, even
as the NIA seized a white Mitsubishi
Outlander allegedly owned by
arrested Assistant Police Inspector
Sachin Vaze. 

After hearing the submissions
made by the Prosecution, the
Special Court extended the remand
of convicted Mumbai Police con-
stable Vinayak B. Shinde (51) and
a cricket bookie Naresh R. Gaur
(31), till April 7.

Shinde and Gaud were arrest-
ed by Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) on March 21 a day
after the Union Home Ministry ask-
ing the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) to take over the
investigations into the murder of

Hiran, whose body was recovered
from the marshy Reti-Bunder creek
Mumbra in the neighbouring Thane
district on March 5.

While seeking 10 day custody
of Shinde and Gaud, NIA Special
Public Prosecutor Sunil Gonsalves
told the court that the investigating
agency had seized two mobile, one
iPhone, 7 SIM cards, a blank cover
of SIM card, a note with 14 mobile
numbers mentioned including 5 in
the name of arrested-suspected cop
and prime accused Sachin Vaze with

'Ok' written (for activation) beside
them. 

Gonsalves also informed the
court that Gaur had given those 5
numbers to co-accused Shinde who
in turn gave it to Vaze. 

These numbers, the SPP said,
were  allegedly used for the con-
spiracy and crime pertaining to the
explosive laden SUV Scorpio plant-
ing case and the subsequent alleged
murder of Hiran, whose body was
recovered from the Mumbra creek
on March 5. 

Dharmapur/Bilasipara: BJP President
J P  Nadda on Tuesday alleged that the
Congress is suffering from "mental
bankruptcy" as it has aligned with
political parties on religious lines in the
current round of elections in the states.

The Congress has joined hands
with the political parties on religious
lines be it Kerala, West Bengal or
Assam, Nadda said while addressing
election ralles in Assam.     "At the same
time it has entered into alliances with
the Left parties in Bengal and Assam but
in Kerala, it is fighting against them.
This exposes the party's mental bank-
ruptcy", he said at a poll rally.    He
alleged that the Congress has divided
the society on diffierent criterion,
including religion, but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ensured that all people
get benefits of various schemes on the
basis of their need and not on any other

considerations.     The Prime Minister
has always insisted on inclusion of all
sections by emphasising on "Sabka
saath, sabka vikash aur sabka vishwas"
unlike the Congress which had divid-
ed society on the basis of caste, class and
religion for nearly seventy years after
Independence.      "Congress todne ka
kaam karta hain, aur Modiji jodne ka
(Congress divides but Modiji unifies)",
he added.     

The BJP president further that
Congress leaders claim that there have
been no development during the last
five years in Assam, but "actually they
cannot see it, as they have not developed
".     "Rahul Gandhi accuses us of
'Jumlebaji' (hypocrisy) but keeps silent
about the 'jumlebaji' by his grand-
mother, father and mother who only
gave slogans and did nothing to solve
the problems of the country. PTI
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With Delhi reported 992
fresh cases of Covid-19

on Tuesday, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
that the number of beds in nor-
mal and ICU “Intensive Care
Unit” is being increased to
deal with the situation and
urged people to take all the pre-
caution to check the coron-
avirus.

“In view of Covid situation
developing in Del, no of nor-
mal n ICU beds reserved for
Covid is being increased in a
few hospitals. This will improve
bed availability We r keeping
close watch and will take all
steps necessary. There is noth-
ing to worry. But pl follow all
precautions,” Kejriwal tweeted.

The positivity rate stands at
2.70 per cent. These new infec-
tions pushed the tally to
660611, while 642166 patients
have recovered from the virus.
The active cases reached to
7429 on Tuesday, according to

the health bulletin issued by the
health department of the Delhi
Government.

A total of 36,757 tests,
including 28618 RT-PCR tests,
were conducted a day ago, the
bulletin said.

The number of people
under home isolation rose to
4832 and containment zones
rose to 1903, it said.

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain had on Saturday dismissed
any possibility of imposing

another lockdown in the
national Capital, saying it was
not a solution to check the
spread of the coronavirus that
is again surging rapidly.

The Health Minister also
said that random testing is
being done at the railway sta-
tion and airport to check peo-
ple coming from outside to
Delhi. 

He urged people to follow
all the safety measures to check
the virus.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal met Switzerland

Ambassador Ralf Heckner in
Delhi Secretariat on Tuesday
and discussed the steps taken
by his Government for the
effective management of
Covid-19, promotion of
tourism and dealing with pol-
lution etc.

During the meeting,
Ambassador Heckner praised
the various steps taken by the
Delhi Government to deal with
Covid-19 despite difficult cir-
cumstances.

Kejriwal spoke about how
they did not allow any bed
shortages even when Covid was
at its peak in the city, with the
Delhi Government even
launching a mobile application,
which helped one find out bed
availability in hospitals. He
also spoke about how the Delhi
Government will implement a
Health Information
Management System (MIMS)
soon, whereby every Delhi cit-
izen will get a health card,
detailing their entire medical
history.

“The Delhi Government
not only succeeded in dealing

with Covid-19, but also pro-
vided good health facilities to
patients in hospitals. The gov-
ernment adopted the method
of home isolation to deal with
Covid-19. Under this method,
serious patients were admitted
to the hospital, while under
treatment patients were pro-
vided treatment at their home.
The home isolation method
was very successful and later it
was adopted in other states of
India and outside India,” he
said during the meeting.

Kejriwal said that the Delhi
government launched an app
with the aim of providing beds

easily in hospitals.
“Information on the current
status of available beds and
those occupied could be found
on the app. Those who were
required to be admitted to a
hospital could get informa-
tion about empty beds in the
hospital and they could go to
the hospital for treatment. The
app helped people a lot and
there was no shortage of beds
for anyone,” he added.

The chief minister also
discussed in the measures
being taken to tackle pollution
in Delhi. Kejriwal said that the
Delhi government is serious
about controlling pollution in
Delhi, with the government
taking several steps to combat
pollution, including imple-
menting a progressive EV pol-
icy.

“The Delhi government is
also taking the support of IIT-
Kanpur, IIT-Delhi and TERI.
Both, IIT-Kanpur and IIT-
Delhi have developed a tech-
nology, which allows one to
identify the actual source of
pollution occurring at certain
places during a certain period
of time. This technique will
identify the actual source of
pollution at that place at a given

time. When the source is
known, it will be easy to take
necessary steps. Under the
pilot project, super sites and
mobile sites will be installed in
the hotspot areas of Delhi,” he
said.

In this meeting, Kejriwal
also expressed the need for
cooperation to promote
tourism in Delhi. He told

Ambassador Heckner that the
Delhi Government is taking
various steps to promote the
tourism industry in the city and
working on a number of
schemes. 

He also discussed the Swiss
companies working in the
tourism sector to invest in
Delhi, so that tourism in Delhi
can be promoted.
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Delhi Cabinet Minister
Gopal Rai on Tuesday

claimed that the measures
taken by the AAP-led Delhi
Government to curb pollution
have been successful as accord-
ing to a study, Delhi’s pollution
has decreased by 15 per cent

Rai presented the report by
iqair.com, a Sweden-based
organisation and the second
one was by the Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE). The report by IQ Air
revealed that the capital has
dropped down to the 10th
spot among polluted cities in
the world and the one by CSE
revealed that Delhi’s PM 2.5 has
decreased at the rate of 25 per
cent between 2018 and 2020.

“Among the world’s most
polluted cities, Delhi has
dropped down to the 10th
position, as the report by IQ
Air revealed. Among the top 10
of this report are seven of
Uttar Pradesh’s cities and states,
including Lucknow, Kanpur,
Noida, and Bulandshahr. The
report also reveals that Delhi’s
pollution has decreased by 15
per cent,” he said.

The CSE’s report also dis-
closed that Delhi is the first
state in India to have shut

down those power plants which
emit harmful gases and the first
state to have 39 Air Quality
Monitoring Systems, he said,
accusing the municipal corpo-
rations in Delhi carelessness is
behind the fire incident of the
Ghazipur landfill as revealed by
the ‘Delhi Pollution Control
Committee’ report.

Following the unfortunate
incident of the fire in Ghazipur
Landfill, Rai made an earnest
request to the central govern-
ment to analyze these reports
and said that the incident was
a result of careless working by
MCD and the Delhi govern-
ment shall file a complaint
against the Delhi Municipal
Corporation.

Underlining the five major
points mentioned in the report
by the Centre for Science and
Environment, he said, “First,
the report highlights that Delhi
is the first state to have shut
down those power plants which
emit harmful gases. Despite
Supreme Court’s rulings, 12
such plants are operational in
the neighbouring areas of
Delhi, and the central govern-
ment has not done anything in
this regard.”

The second one is that the
city is the first state to have ini-
tiated 13 hotspots which initi-

ate measures at the micro-
level to curb pollution, right
from dust particles to expan-
sion of the green-belt. The
third one, Delhi is the first state
to have provided PNG Gas at
subsidised rates to its industri-
al sector. The fourth one is,
Delhi is the first state to have
installed 39 Air Quality
Monitoring Systems which
analyze and take concrete steps
to decrease the AQI index. A
lot of other neighbouring states
which have these systems do
not work effectively, leading to
increased air pollution. The
fifth one is, the EV policy
launched by the Delhi govern-
ment and its constant efforts to
enforce it will help in curbing
air pollution,” he said.

Delhi government’s efforts
in expanding its green-belt
have been successful, whose
report the government will be
publishing very soon. “Delhi is
the first state to have launched
the Tree Transplantation Policy,
which is inclusive of afforesta-
tion measures. Moreover, we
have made a policy in which 80
per cent of the plants will be
transplanted,” Rai said.

Rai further added that the
Delhi Government is going to
conduct a two-day conference
with environmental experts

that will primarily focus on
curbing pollution of the nation-
al capital.

Highlighting the compla-
cency of neighbouring areas,
Rai said “Neighbouring states
play a major role in curtailing
pollution in Delhi. If
Ghaziabad has a high pollution
rate, Delhi will inevitably suf-
fer. Furthermore, Noida,
Greater Noida or Gurgaon are
polluted severely, it will have an
impact on the state of Delhi’s

air pollution. Hence, I request
the central government to ana-
lyze these two reports and
make efforts like shutting down

dangerous power plants or
putting an end to diesel-ori-
ented generators by providing
24-7 electricity.

�����
����#
� �./
%.0+�

Due to a strong dust storm,
the air quality in Delhi was

recorded as ‘poor’ with 301
micro grams per cubic con-
centration of Particulate 
Matter – 10.

According to the National
Ambient Air Quality Index
(NAAQI), the overall Air
Quality Index (AQI) recorded
251.

City’s Anand Vihar record-
ed highest levels of Suspended
Particulate Matters (SPMs)
with PM 10 and 2.5 recorded
308 and 325 respectively.  

Scientists from the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said air quality is likely
to deteriorate further as strong,
westerly winds are likely to
blow over the city till April 1.

“The change in the color of
sky is mainly due to the dust,
the dust particles from
Rajasthan are affecting air qual-
ity, these conditions will con-
tinue till April 1 following
which temperature will rise
further,” a MeT scientist said.  

System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR) in its weath-

er forecast said that the over-
all air quality is in the high end
of the moderate category.
“Surface winds are moderate
and forecasted to stay high for
the next 72hours.Better venti-
lation is forecast however, an
increase in coarse dust contri-
bution in suspended particles
is expected due to the dust rais-
ing high winds. Chance for sig-
nificant long-range transport of
dust from the arid region for a
short period exists. AQI is
likely to stay in the Poor to
Moderate category for the next
three days,” SAFAR said.

The air quality in the
national capital was recorded in
the poor category. The air
quality index (AQI) was 202 at
9.05 am, real-time data of the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) showed.  An
AQI between zero and 50 is
considered good, 51 and 100
satisfactory, 101 and 200 mod-
erate, 201 and 300 poor, 301
and 400 very poor, and 401 and
500 severe.

On Monday, the maxi-
mum temperature shot up to
40.1 degrees Celsius, making it
the hottest day in March since
March 31, 1945.
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The first meeting of the
Delhi Board of School

Education’s (DBSE) general
body was held on Tuesday in
which matters regarding the
registration and the constitu-
tion of the board were 
discussed.

The meeting was attended
by the nominated and ex-offi-
cio members of the board.

"The agenda of the first
meeting included appraisal
regarding the registration of the
DBSE under the Society
Registration Act, 1860, the
constitution of the DBSE and
its functioning from the acad-
emic session 2021-2022, and
the appraisal of the mem-
bers/nominated members of
the general body of the Board,"
according to a statement issued
by the Sisodia.

Sisodia said that the DBSE
will discourage rote-learning,
bring continuous formative
assessments and promote
growth mindsets in students.

"The purpose of the Delhi
Board of School Education is
three-fold. First, the Board will
move away from the practice of
rote-learning and move
towards giving a holistic picture
of each learner, which goes
beyond scholastic ability in
subjects to include values and
skills required in the future
such as critical thinking, cre-
ativity, collaboration. Secondly,
it will emphasise on continuous
formative assessments.

"The main aim of setting
up the board is that the assess-
ment system should become a
'Partner of Learning and not an
Authority of Testing'. And
third, we want to encourage a
growth mindset among stu-
dents, which would be
strengthened by making it a
part of regular assessment,"
Sisodia said.

The Delhi Cabinet had

approved the setting up of the
DBSE on March 6, following
which the society for the Board
was registered on March 19.

Sisodia added that the
DBSE will also empower teach-
ers to achieve their full poten-
tial by giving them "timely
feedback on specific actions
they take to help every child in
their classroom".

"...Often, the style and fre-
quency of our assessments
leaves little room for teachers
to change their teaching plan so
as to help individual learners in
areas where they need help.
With a more personalized and
continuous form of assess-
ment, teachers will receive
actionable inputs on how they
can help learners overcome
difficulties they may be facing
in the classroom," he said.

Sisodia presided over the
first meeting of the Delhi Board
of School Education as its pres-
ident. The meeting was attend-
ed by the nominated and ex-
officio members.

The agenda of the first
meeting included appraisal
regarding the registration of the
Delhi Board of School
Education under the Society
Registration Act, 1860, the
constitution of the Delhi Board
of School Education and its
functioning from the academ-
ic session 2021-2022, and the
appraisal of the Members /
Nominated Members of the
General Body of the Board.

The Delhi Cabinet had
approved the setting up of the
Delhi Board of School
Education on 6th March 2021,
after which the society for the
Board was registered on 19th
March 2021. The DBSE is
formed with the objectives to
manage quality and standard in
school education, design/con-
duct holistic learning assess-
ments, amplify learner’s skills,
and knowledge among its affil-
iated schools in NCT of Delhi.
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Senior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and MCD in-

charge Durgesh Pathak accused
the BJP- ruled Municipal
Corporation of transforming
the national capital into the
Mosquito Capital.

Pathak said that the civic
bodies have not started fogging
in the national capital to curb
the mosquito's spread. He said
that the AAP demands the
Corporations to begin the fog-
ging within 48 hours or else the
citizens of Delhi will take to the
streets.

However, responding to
the claim, Delhi BJP
Spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said that the AAP

leader kept leveling allegation
after allegation under political
compulsion that too without
any facts.

“The AAP seem to have
intentionally ignored the fact
that fogging cannot be done
following the order issued by
the DDMA as it can cause
breathing problems to peo-
ple,” he said.

"The MCDs cleans neither
the drains nor is the garbage
collected - this is the primary
reason for the outbreak of and
the increase in the number of
mosquitoes. BJP has dominat-
ed the MCD for the last 15
years yet as per a survey con-
ducted by the Prime Minister
himself, it has been revealed
that Delhi is the dirtiest city in
the country," he added.
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A31 year-old Supreme Court
lawyer was mowed down

by a car in Civil lines area on
Holi. Police said that they have
arrested the accused.

The deceased Aditya
Chanakya Boxipatro, a resident
of Odisha, who was practising
in SC. Police said that the
accused has been identified as
67-year-old Preeti Gupta, a
resident of Bengali market.

According to police, at
3:15 pm on March 29, a PCR
call regarding the accident was
received following which a
police team was dispatched
for the spot. 

“The accident between a

Royal Enfield and a Toyota
Glanza had occurred in the
civil lines. The bike was being
driven by Aditya who was
taken to Parmanand hospital in
where he died during the treat-
ment,” said the police official.
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With the rise in tempera-
ture, the cases of fire

have also started to rise. On
Tuesday, two fire incidents
were reported in the National
Capital. Officials said that no
one was injured in the incidents
at JJ cluster near Bawana and
office at ISBT in Kashmiri.

In the first incident, a fire
broke out at a slum cluster in
JJ colony in outer Delhi's
Bawana area on Tuesday but no
injury was reported. Officials
said that around 100 jhuggies
were damaged in the fire.

According to fire depart-
ment, a call about the fire was
received at around 12.36 pm
and 15 fire tenders were rushed
to the spot and the fire was
brought under control.
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A58-year-old BJP func-
tionary in Delhi hanged

himself at a park in West Delhi’s
Hari Nagar over a family dis-
pute. The deceased has been
identified as Gurvinder Singh
(58), a resident of Fateh Nagar.
Police said that Singh was head
of the Legal Department of the
BJP’s West Delhi district unit.

According to a senior
police official, Singh's body
was found hanging at Jheel
Wala Park on Monday, follow-
ing a minor dispute with his
family. “His son Ishwender
Singh reached the spot and
identified the body which was
later sent for postmortem.
Further investigation is on,”
said the senior police official. 
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In an order to provide time-
ly medical help to accident

victims the regional transport
authority (RTA) of Gurugram
has claimed that the authority
in collaboration with the health
department and the traffic
police have reduced an earlier
response time from 18 minutes
in November in 2020 to 12
minutes in February this year
so far.

Medical experts said that

the first hour after the mishap
is considered the golden hour,
and a delay of a few minutes
could claim the victim’s life. In
several cases, the victims died
due to excessive bleeding and
lack of timely medical help.

RTA officials said that they
had analysed data for the
month of November 2020 and
it found that it takes 18 minutes
on average for a road accident
victim to get medical aid. RTA
officials say that since February
this time has been reduced to
12 minutes.

“We have asked the chief
medical officer (CMO)
Gurugram, Virender Yadav to
coordinate with the private
health facilities in the city and
work out an arrangement
under which the private hos-
pital nearest to the accident site
can send their ambulance. This
practice will surely cut down
the response time and will
help in saving valuable lives,”
said Gurugram RTA secretary,
Dhaarna Yadav.

Gurugram has a large
number of private hospitals and

these are located in almost
every corner of the district. All
these private hospitals along
with private ambulance oper-
ators together own around 500
ambulances in Gurugram.

Therefore, the nearest pri-
vate hospital is in the best
position to provide timely med-
ical help to road mishap vic-
tims, said RTA officials.

Yadav informed that in
many cases, commuters take
accident victims to the nearest
private hospital on their own,
but private hospitals do not

keep records of such instances.
“Private hospitals should

alert the health department
officials after admitting any
accident victim. At present,
they are only informing police,”
said Yadav, adding that she has
asked health officials to prepare
records of the time 
lapse between road accidents
and death of victims and find
out ways to reduce response
time.

The RTA official revealed
that, in 2021 around 55 people
lost their lives in road accidents

in the city while in 2020 around
380 people had died in acci-
dents.

According to data shared
by the police, in 2019 around
433 people had died in road
mishaps.

Apart from this, in 2018 a
number of 446 deaths were
reported in Gurugram. In 2017
the number of fatalities stood
at 415 in 2016 around 435
death cases were reported and
in 2015 at least 400 people lost
their lives on the multiple
stretches of the district.
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Taking strict action against
those violating Covid-19

norms, the Delhi Police issued
challans to over 700 people
who were found not wearing
a face mask at public across the
national capital on Holi.
Officials said that authorities
have been asked by the
Lieutenant Governor to inten-
sify drive against violations of
Covid norms.

According to a data shared
by the police till 4 pm on Holi,

730 challans were issued to
people for not wearing a face
mask while nine people were
fined for not adhering to social
distancing norms.Three peo-
ple were issued challan for
spitting in public places.

A total of 5,73,457 challans
have been issued in the nation-
al capital since June 15, 
police said.

Meanwhile, 94 face masks
were distributed by the police
in the city on Holi, officials
said, adding that 4,27,258
masks have been distributed
by the force since June 15.
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The eighth and the final
week of the ‘Switch Delhi’

EV (electric vehicles) aware-
ness campaign will focus on
sensitising the youth of Delhi
on the benefits of e-vehicles. 

The city Government's
EV policyTransport Minister
Kailash Gahlot said “The
youth of Delhi can play a huge
role in making the EV move-
ment in Delhi a mass move-
ment. I appeal to the youth to
make their first vehicle pur-
chase an electric one.

“Youth is the most impor-
tant section in any country,
especially in a young country
such as India. They can drive
change and be the torchbear-
ers of this movement. The
Delhi government will engage
with the youth via the Switch
Delhi campaign to motivate
them to adopt EVs and con-
tribute to a cleaner and green-
er Delhi,” he added.

With the wide range of
financial and non-financial
incentives offered under EV
policy, youth can obtain ben-
efits in buying an EV. 

“By switching to electric
two wheelers which have very
low operating costs, an indi-
vidual can make an annual
saving of approximately Rs
22,000 as compared to using
petrol scooter and Rs 20,000 as

compared to a petrol bike,”
Gahlot said.

Gahlot added, “An average
electric two wheeler provides
a lifetime savings of 1.98
tonnes of carbon emissions as
compared to an average petrol
two wheelers, which is equiv-
alent to planting 11 trees.”

“Youth, by adopting EVs
instead of motorised vehicles,
can set an example. I am sure
that the youth of Delhi will
become torchbearers of this
movement and spread the
message to the rest of the
country to adopt electric vehi-
cles,” Gahlot said.

The minister said “Delhi’s
youth has the power to trans-
form Delhi by adopting EVs
and can help reduce vehicular
pollution levels in the capital.
The youth is an active stake-
holder in helping achieve the
vision of making Delhi the EV
capital of India.”

Switch Delhi is an eight-
week mass awareness cam-
paign by the Government to
sensitize every Delhiite about
the benefits of switching to
EVs to the environment as
well as to make them aware of
the incentives and infrastruc-
ture being developed under
Delhi’s EV policy.

The campaign aims at
informing, and motivating
each person in Delhi to switch
from polluting vehicles to
zero-emission electric vehicles.
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The Congress on Tuesday wrote to the
Election Commission urging it to debar

BJP leader and Assam Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma from campaigning for the
Assam Assembly election for allegedly
“threatening” its ally and Bodoland People's
Front chief Hagrama Mohilary of sending
him to jail.  The Congress further charged
that by the said threats, Sarma has also
attempted to influence the voters to not vote
for the INC alliance, including Mohilary’s
BPF.

Addressing the media on the sidelines
of a rally, Sarma had said that Mohilary will
be jailed if found to be “encouraging” for-
mer NDFB militant M Batha to return to the
jungles.

In a three pages  letter to poll body, the
Congress alleged, “We would like to draw
this Hon'ble Commission's urgent attention
towards senior BJP leader, Himanta Biswa
Sarma's open public threats, who foresee-
ing the looming defeat of his party, has made

blatant, scandalous and intimidating state-
ments on 29.03.2021 wherein he has open-
ly threatened his opponent party, INC
alliance partner & Bodoland People's Front
Chairperson Shri Hagrama Mohilary of
sending him to jail by misusing the Central
Agency - NIA which is under the direct
administrative control of the BJP-led Central
Government.”

The party further alleged that Sarma has
said that the BJP will ensure that NIA inves-
tigates and implicates Mohilary and that he
is sent to jail. It also accused Sarma of
attempting to influence the voters to not vote
for Congress’ alliance, including Mohilary’s
party.

“Sarma has sought to cast a malicious
and malafide impression on the public at
large, that on account of the undue strength
of the BJP led Central govemment manning
the Central agencies, Sarma is in an undue
position to control/ misuse the NIA and
hence capable of sending Mohilary to jail.
This is a clear message to the voters in order
to influence them to not vote for INC

alliance including the BPF by completely
unconstitutional means and propaganda,”
the letter read.

The Congress further said that the cen-
tral investigative agencies are not the tools
of the party in power at the Centre to be used
for electoral gains. It also alleged that the BJP
leader has been “terrorising its opponents
of false implications, jail, curtailing personal
liberty by misusing central Investigating
agencies”.

The party also urged the EC to dis-
qualify the candidature of Sarma from the
Assembly elections and prohibit him from
campaigning during the remaining election
period in Assam. It also requested the poll
panel to issue directions for the filing of a
complaint against Sarma for violation of,
“inter-alia, Sections 123(2)(a)(i), 123(4),
123(7) of the Representation of People Act,
1951 and Section 171C of the Indian Penal
Code”.  Sarma is contesting the ongoing state
elections on a BJP ticket from Jalukbari, that
will vote in the final phase of the three-phase
election, on April 6.
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The Trinamool Congress (TMC) has
registered a complaint with the

Election Commission (EC) flagging what
it calls a violation of “democratic ethics”
and the Model Code of Conduct by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during his offi-
cial visit to Bangladesh last week.

In a complaint (dated March 28) by
TMC leader and Rajya Sabha MP Derek
O'Brien addressed to the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) , the West Bengal's
ruling party has raised objections to PM
Modi's programmes in Bangladesh on
March 27, the second day of the visit.
Earlier, Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had slammed PM Modi over the
timing of his Bangladesh visit and said
the trip was aimed at the Assembly polls
in Bengal.

The subject line of the letter read:
"Gross violation of democratic ethics and
the Model Code of Conduct by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi during his
visit to Bangladesh."

"We have no objection whatsoever to
his visit to Bangladesh for this official
purpose. After all, India played a criti-
cal role in the liberation of Bangladesh.
West Bengal, in particular, made an
immense contribution to the heroic
struggle of our fellow Bengalis in (what

was then) East Pakistan for freedom from
the brutal regime in West Pakistan.

"However, the All lndia Trinamool
Congress strongly objects to Shri Modi's
programmes in Bangladesh on March 27.
These had nothing to do with either the
50th anniversary of the independence of

Bangladesh or the birth centenary of
'Bangabandhu'. Rather, they were solely
and exclusively intended to influence the
voting pattern in certain constituencies
in the ongoing elections to the Legislative
Assembly of West Bengal," O'Brien said
in the letter.

"No lndian Prime Minister has so
brazenly indulged in an unethical and
undemocratic act and violated the Model
Code of Conduct by indirectly cam-
paigning for his party from foreign
soil," he said.

The TMC leader further alleged that
the political motive behind Modi's visit
is proven by the fact that he took along
with him BJP MP from West Bengal
Santanu Thakur, who holds no official
position in the government of lndia.

"No MP or representative from the
Trinamool Congress or other parties was
invited to accompany the PM. Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi has thus
grossly misused his official position to
interfere from foreign soil in the election
process in West Bengal," O'Brien said.

Modi visited Bangladesh from March
26 to 27 to attend the celebrations of the
50th anniversary of the country's inde-
pendence and the birth centenary of
'Bangabandhu' Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
following an invitation from his
Bangladeshi counterpart Sheikh Hasina.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Tuesday attached 12 land pieces
measuring 48.56 acres in
Gurugram, Haryana, worth
Rs. 152.48 crore, owned by pro-
moters of Unitech Group
through proxy/benami enti-
ties.

The benami entities are
styled as Crown Infra Projects
Pvt. Ltd, Kore Communities
India Pvt. Ltd. and Joshu
Gurgaon SEZ Pvt. Ltd. These
three companies are the part of
one Trikar Group/ Kore Group
which is the benami investment
of Chandra family of Unitech
Group, the ED said.

The ED had initiated a
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of multiple
FIRs registered by Delhi Police.

“During money laundering
investigation, it is revealed that
for purchasing of these prop-
erties, funds were transferred
through Singapore-based com-
panies namely Joshu Pte. Ltd.,

Trikar Residential Developers
Pte. Ltd and Trikar Property
opportunity Pte. Ltd during the
period 2015-2020,” the agency
said in a statement. 

The source of  funds in
these Singapore-based com-
panies was from a Cayman
Island based entity namely
Trikar Fund Limited (SPC)
which is being controlled by the
Chandra Family through
another Cayman based entity
Trikar Asset Management  Ltd
SPC, it said.

The ED had conducted
searches at 35 premises in the
National Capital Region (NCR)
and Mumbai. Analysis of seized
records followed by the admis-
sions of various accused per-
sons, the benami structure (of

companies) has been
unearthed.  

Further investigation
revealed that the promoters of
Unitech Group, Sanjay
Chandra and Ajay Chandra,
had illegally diverted more
than Rs 2,000 crore to Cyprus
and Cayman Island. “It is high-
ly likely that this Benami
investment is the part of the
fund diverted to Cayman
Island and Cyprus,” it added. 

The ED case under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act was filed after
studying multiple FIRs filed by
the Delhi Police economic
offences wing (EOW) against
the promoters of Unitech as
also the company. One of the
cases relates to the accused
allegedly failing to complete a
housing project on the sched-
uled time in Gurgaon.

Before the initiation of the
criminal cases by the Delhi
Police and subsequent probe by
the ED, the Unitech was a
major builder in Delhi and
NCR. 
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The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) that secures

the frontier along China has
plans to double its women
contingent from the present
500 to 1,000 for deployment
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)  in Ladakh and
Northeast.

The move comes amid a
standoff between India and
China in eastern Ladakh since
May last year. However, under
the disengagement process that
began on February 10, both the
countries’ troops have moved
back from their positions at the
Pangong Tso Lake’s northern
and southern banks.

In a first, the ITBP had in
2019 raised a women contin-
gent comprising 500 troops of
ITBP, breaking the proverbial
glass ceiling and traditionally a
male forte of deployment at
high-altitude border posts
along the Indo-China border
with treacherous sub-zero tem-

peratures and difficulties of
survival in cold desert. The
Contingent was subjected to
rigorous 44 weeks of training in
battle craft and mountain sur-
vival. Like their male counter-
parts, the women combatants
had undergone grueling drills
and learnt to handle weapons,
read maps, gather intelligence
and were trained in comman-
do tactics, official had then
said.

Earlier, women in the para-
military force were deployed
for maintaining law and order
and VIP duties and were also
posted at the cantonments and

hospitals.
The total number of

women troops in ITBP was
2,000, mostly constables, head-
constables, sub-inspectors and
inspectors posted at various
places.

“We are now also planning
to recruit women officers in
ITBP in supervisory and com-
bat roles. A proposal for
recruitment of officers in the
rank of commandants and
assistant commandants has
been sent to the Ministry of
Home Affairs,” said an ITBP
official. 

As the first line of defence,
the ITBP secures the 3,488km
border with China that passes
through the five states of
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir.

The 90,000-strong ITBP
was raised on October 24,
1962, exclusively securing the
Chinese frontier after the Indo-
China war. 
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The country's premier scientific body,
Council of Scientific and Industrial

Research (CSIR), has recommended
setting up sewage and air surveillance sys-
tems in Parliament to detect the preva-
lence of Covid-19 to estimate the num-
ber of people infected in a population to
be used to understand the progression of
infection even when mass scale tests for
individuals are not possible.

A presentation in this regard was
made on Tuesday before Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu who, being the chair-
person of Rajya Sabha, said he would
discuss the issue with Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla and the government.

Elaborating on the relevance of
sewage surveillance in his presentation,
Director General of CSIR Shekhar C
Mande said, "Covid-19 patients shed
SAR-CoV-2 in stools. Apart from symp-
tomatic individuals, asymptomatic peo-

ple also shed the virus
in their stools."

Sewage surveillance
provides a qualitative
as well as a quantitative
estimate of the number
of people infected in a
population and could be
used to understand the
progression of Covid-19
even when mass scale
tests for individuals are
not possible, an official
statement said quoting
the CSIR chief.

It is a measure to

comprehensively monitor the prevalence
of the disease in communities in real
time, Mande said.

Presenting data of sewage surveil-
lance carried out to find the trend of
infection in Hyderabad, Allahabad,
Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, Nagpur,
Puducherry and Chennai, he said it pro-
vides an unbiased estimate of numbers
since the sampling is not done at the
individual level.

Mande said that sewage surveillance
of Covid-19 would not only help under-
stand the present epidemiology of the
disease but would be an indispensable
tool for early and easier detection of
future coronavirus outbreaks.

However, the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) has already
asked sewage water treatment plants to
ensure adopting all covid-19 precautions
for its workers to protect them from
SARS CoV2 infection as virus found in
sewage water may be a source of trans-
mission of disease.

“We are already conducting sur-
veillance of SARS CoV2 virus in bio-
medical waste and wastewater. We have
recently observed that viral RNA is
found in sewage water and there is a
high possibility in biomedical waste too.

“However, currently there is no evi-
dence that virus transmission occurs
through sewage, but if that is, which we
still may not know, the workers in the
sewage treatment plants may be highly
susceptible to the infection," said T K
Joshi, member, Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) task force on air
pollution and health.
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As talks are on between the
two countries to defuse

tension at the border, Army
Chief General MM Naravane
said here on Tuesday India has
not lost any territory to China.
He also said parleys are taking
place to ensure disengagement
from flash points.

Making these observations,
he said a phased disengage-
ment took place from the
northern and southern banks
of the Pangong Tso(lake)in
February.  This breakthrough
came nearly after ten months of
stand-off at multiple points at
the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)in Eastern
Ladakh.

Informing that both the
armies have withdrawn to their
previous positions in the
Pangong Lake area, Naravane
said India did not lose any ter-
ritory while negotiating for
peace at the LAC.

Reiterating that India has
all along favoured dialogue to
resolve differences at the bor-
der, the Army Chief said talks
are now on to defuse tension at
other face off sites like Gogra
and Hot Springs in Ladakh.

The face-offs began in early
May last year beginning with
the first incident at the Pangong
Tso and then spread to some
other sectors.  In June, a bloody
brawl took place between the
soldiers of the two armies
resulting in the death of 20
Indian personnel including the

commanding officer.  China
also lost more than 40 soldiers
though there is no official con-
firmation from the other side.

On the ever-present threat
of a two-front war simultane-
ously with China and Pakistan,
the Army Chief said there are
challenges and the Indian
armed forces are prepared to
meet any threat.

On the recent agreement
with Pakistan to uphold cease-
fire on the Line of
Control(LOC)in Jammu and
Kashmir, Naravane said the sit-
uation on the border is peace-
ful for the past one month. 

In late February, the
Director Generals of Military
Operations (DGMOs) of India
and Pakistan issued a joint
statement saying two sides will
adhere to the 2003 agreement
on maintaining ceasefire on the
LOC.  Firing stopped from
midnight of February24-25.
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The Supreme Court has
taken note of the traffic

management problem in
Ghaziabad’s Kaushambi area
and constituted a committee
comprising representatives of
the statutory authorities of
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh so that
a “coordinated and concerted
effort” can be made to resolve
the issue.

The apex court, which said
that a “comprehensive traffic
management plan” should be
presented before it, observed
that a resolution of the issue
would not be possible unless all
the authorities concerned joint-
ly agree on a concrete effort to
manage the traffic problems.

A bench headed by Justice
D Y Chandrachud constituted
a committee consisting of
Divisional Commissioner
Meerut, Chairperson of the
Ghaziabad Development
Authority, District Magistrate
Ghaziabad, Transport Secretary
of Delhi government,
Municipal Commissioner of
East Delhi Municipal
Corporation and other con-
cerned authorities.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices M R Shah and
Sanjiv Khanna,said that
Ghaziabad's District Magistrate
shall be the nodal officerof
committee.
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CHENNAI: In what could be
a shock to the DMK-led alliance,
a journal on astrology has said
that M K Stalin, Leader of the
Opposition, who is also the
party chief would not be able to
form a government after the
April 6 election to the State
assembly.

This is in contrast to the
‘findings’ of opinion polls held
by various media houses in
Tamil Nadu which forecast that
the DMK-led front would
demolish the ruling AIADMK

and its allies in the assembly
election.

Stalin himself had said at
Salem that the DMK and its
alliance would win all 234 seats.
“People of Tamil Nadu will see
a House without Opposition
after the April 6 election,” he had
declared.  But Gayatri Devi
Vasudev, editor, Modern
Astrology told The Pioneer that
planetary positions do not
favour the DMK and Stalin.
“The AIADMK is likely to retain
power in Tamil Nadu,” she said.
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Jammu: The splen-
dour and richness of
Jammu came alive
once again on the
second day of
“Fulkari 2021” a two
days festival of folk,
colours and music
organized by the Directorate of
Tourism Jammu in collaboration
with Atlas Event Management
Company. 
The musical evening at Gulshan
Ground opened with a power
packed performance by “Saptak
Classical Fusion Band” from
Jammu. The local band is
amongst the top 100 perform-
ers of India’s Got Talent Season
3. Their performance on
&quot;Uss Dogreian aakhnean
Shaane knne&quot; gained a lot
of applause from the
crowd.Another attractive pre-

sentation of this pro-
gramme was fusion
dance performance
by Rakesh Kona and
group.The dance
filled the air with
rhythms of Dogri
and Punjabi fusion

on this very special festive
evening. 

The main highlights of the
evening were live performances
by famous playback singer and
performer&quot; Titliyan
fame&quot;Afsana Khan,
Television Actress Prerna Bhat
and “VePathra” fame Gursaaz.
The soulful voice of Afsana
Khan left the audience spell-
bound.The Celebrity artists
appreciated jammu for their
love and warmth they had show-
ered on them since the very
beginning of the festival.
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The CPI(M) which swears by the
adage “LDF for Sure” and the

Congress  offering “Clean and
Transparent governance” are worried
about a political outfit launched in
2012  and its mind boggling growth
in Ernakulam district.

Twenty 20, which came into exis-
tence in 2012 thanks to an initiative
by Sabu Jacob, scion of a corporate
family, wrested power from conven-
tional parties by winning all the 20
wards of Kizhakkambalam
Panchayath in the 2015 election to the
local bodies.

What Kizhakkambalam
Panchayath saw in the last five years
was something hitherto unseen in the
State. The dilapidated roads passing
through the Panchayath and the ring
roads were re-laid and rebuilt by the
Panchayath. All roads spot footpath
and well designed drainage system
that made waterlogging a distant
memory. Not only that, the
Panchayath constructed safe walls for
houses along the road side.

“We have seen such roads only in
television programmes on foreign
countries, not in India,” said Suresh
Gopinath, a young auditor. He said he

was not at all surprised by the growth
of Twenty 20 over the last five years.
“They deserve the public acceptabil-
ity because they have delivered what
they promised in their manifesto. This
political group is a threat to both the
Congress and the CPI(M),” said
Gopinath.

The recent election to the local
bodies in the State saw Twenty 20
spreading its success to four more
Panchayaths in the district. “When we
assumed power in Kizhakkambalam
in 2015, the panchayat had liabilities
of Rs 39 lakh. We completed our five
year tenure in 2020 by investing an
amount of Rs 13 crore 57 lakh as fixed
deposit  as  reserve fund of the pan-
chayat,” Sabu Jacob, President and
chief coordinator of Twenty 20, told
The Pioneer.He said it was for the first
time in India the village roads were
built with state-of-the-art technology
using BM&BC tarring, which makes
the road strong and sturdy. “We do
have visitors from other parts of the
State to get a glimpse of these roads,”
said Jacob.Roads are just a part of the
development  works initiated by
Twenty 20. 

Those without roofs over their
head  were given beautifully built
houses with modern facilities during

the last five years. Houses that were
built by the UDF Government in 1969
under the Laksham Veedu Project
were demolished and re-constructed
using modern technology. The villages
in the Panchayat spot 72 God’s Villas
where one can feel the happiness and
satisfaction of the residents, mainly
casual labourers and people below
poverty line.

Two more institutions built dur-
ing the tenure of the Twenty 20
deserve special mention. The Food
Security Market and the various
health schemes launched for the poor
and downtrodden in the society have
become benchmarks  for other polit-
ical parties.

While Dr G Madhavan Nair, for-
mer chairman, Space Commission,
said he does not have words to
describe the kind of development he
saw in Kizhakkambalam, film actor-
turned- Kamal Haasan declared that
his mission was to emerge as a hero
in real life like Sabu Jacob.   With
proven track records, the Twenty 20
has fielded candidates in eight con-
stituencies in Ernakulam district.
According to political pundits, the
Kunnathunadu assembly constituen-
cy is sure to go the Twenty 20 way.

The fact that Kochouseph
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An uneasy lull descends at
Muhammadpur Bazaar a

tiny hamlet in Nandigram as
the sun dips below the western
rim. There was a skirmish
between TMC and BJP work-
ers a little while ago as the saf-
fron supporters shouted Jai
Shri Ram at Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s convoy and
the Trinamool cadres charged
back menacingly. The central
forces had a trying to keep the
two sides away. Even as the
rival sides retreat for the time
being they vow reprisal.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is pitted against her
former Man Friday-turned BJP
nominee Suvendu Adhikari in
Nandigram --- that goes to
polls on April 1 --- with a

young and active CPI(M) can-
didate Minakshi Mukherjee
giving valiant chase to her
high-profile opponents.

A comment by Home
Minister Amit Shah hours ago
that the party that wins
Nandigram will form the
Government seems to have
charged up an already ignited
atmosphere.

With the campaign for the
second phase polling coming to
an end on Tuesday motley
crowds collect hesitantly at the
tea shops discussing hot topics.
“Who knows what is there in
store for us in the coming
days,” says Khagen Jana a local
who like many Nandigram res-
idents want the politics and
politicians out of the place.

With news of attacks and
counterattacks filtering in from
neighbouring villages gossipers

who had collected at Ibrahim’s
tea stall gradually fade away.

“We want to live peaceful-
ly, we want jobs, we are not
concerned as to who is coming
here from Delhi or Kolkata…
Just leave us alone. Enough of
using Nandigram as a ladder to
realize political dreams… we
do not want violence.,” says
Abbas a local farmer who
walked back home for more
than 300 km from
Bhubaneshwar during the lock-
down.

“Why do these leaders use
so harsh words for each other?
Why do they have to polarize
the atmosphere like this? What
Lord Rama or Allah has to do
with the elections, an Arpan
Maiti unemployed postgradu-
ate --- who unsuccessfully
attempted two TET (Teachers’
Eligibility Test)exams --- from

Reyapara wonders. But like
many others he two feels like an
ant in the artificial show of
titans.

Asfaquddin an old man
from Sonachura admits
Nandigram of breaking along
communal lines “perhaps for
the first time after
Independence. “Hindus and
Muslims were together during
the Nandigram movement …
but today there is a unex-
plained divide … Now we hear
that all that land movement
during 2007 was fake and a part
of some big master plan … I
think the earlier regime was
better. But still we have no
other way but to support …” he
stops short of naming Mamata
Banerjee.

True, Nandigram has not
seen a tensed and polarized
election like this before. Not

even during the Left rule. With
Tuesday being the last day for
campaigning for the second
phase of polling the boon-
docks of Nandigram saw at
least half a dozen road shows
by the Chief Minister on one
side and Home Minister on the
other.True as well that Lord
Rama is a comparatively new
deity in this part of Bengal that
largely worshipped Durga, Kali,
Saraswati, Laxmi, Siva and
Narayan.

On what lay ahead of the
contestants he boldly says, “the
candidate who will be able to
catch most of the Left votes
…effectively Nandigram has
about 35 percent Left voters
most of who would not like
their votes to go waste … you
know what I am saying. In that
case if they vote in lot for
Minakshi she may win but

they won’t… In that case even
the side that manages to get
half of the Left votes will win.”

Like him another local
farmer says how the CPI(M)
workers “are so angry with the
present government that they
will vote only for the party will
bring a change … they are
working for the CPI(M) but
this time round they may vote
for some other party … you
can understand what I am say-
ing... The would not let us vote
for years … they would fine us
lakhs of rupees if we went to
CPI(M) rallies… I sold my land
to pay that fine .,.. they would
make us do sit-ups in public for
doing CPI(M)… a time has
come to pay back.”

But with lot many people
choosing not to say anything.
Nandigram is any body’s game
and anybody’s guess.
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For the first time in more
than six years former Chief

Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee on Tuesday
addressed the public releasing
an audio tape and asking the
people to back the Left-demo-
cratic-secular forces and defeat
the conspirators like TMC and
BJP who had come to ruin
Bengal.

Coming down heavily on
the two parties ailing
Bhattacharjee who is almost
bed-ridden for years said only

the Left-Congress-ISF alliance
could pull Bengal out of the
present anarchy that the State
was win. Earlier he had in a
written statement said how his
version --- of a deep-rooted
conspiracy --- stood vindicat-
ed more than 14 years after the
Nandigram police firing that
killed 14 people.

This, after Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee from a rally
at Nandigram on Sunday said
that Suvendu Adhikari and his
father and MP Sisir Adhikari
were behind the Nandigram
police firing.
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Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) President Sharad
Pawar who has been unwell since Sunday, was

rushed to the Breach Candy Hospital here Tuesday, after
he developed fresh abdominal pains. 

Eighty-year-old Pawar, who was in the normal
course was to be admitted  to the hospital on Wednesday
for an endoscopy and surgery for removal of gallblad-
der stones, was taken to the Breach Candy Hospital after
he complained of pain in the abdomen.

“In the normal course, Pawarsaheb was to be admit-
ted to the Breach Candy Hospital tomorrow, for an
endoscopy and surgery. But, after he developed pain in
the abdomen, he was taken to the Breach Candy Hospital
today,” NCP’s chief spokesperson Nawab Malik said.

“After his treatment and further examination, the
doctors attending on him at the hospital will take a call
on his surgery,” Malik said.

Earlier, Pawar was on a blood thinner medication.
The doctors advised him to stop the medication, pend-
ing his surgery.     

Meanwhile, several prominent personalities includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, Bharat Ratna Lata Mangeshkar and
others have enquired about Pawar’s health and wished
him a speedy recovery. 
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Ten days after Mumbai’s for-
mer police commissioner

Param Bir Singh made a sen-
sational allegation of corrup-
tion against State Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh, the
Maharashtra government on
Tuesday appointed retired
judge of the Bombay High
Court Kailash Uttamchand
Chandiwal to probe the former
CP’s charges against
Deshmukh.

The appointment of a sin-
gle-member judicial committee
to go into the allegations made
by Singh against the State
Home Minister came two days
after the latter himself gave an
indication to that effect.

It may be recalled that on
March 20, the former com-
missioner of police had  alleged
that State Home Minister
Deshmukh had asked now

arrested and suspended police
officer Sachin Vaze last month
to "collect" a staggering Rs 100
crore per month from bars,
restaurants and other sources.

On his part, Deshmukh –
in a tweet put in the evening –
had debunked Singh’s charge
and said: “The former
Commissioner of Police,
Parambir Singh has made false
allegations in order to save
himself as the involvement of
Sachin Waze in Mukesh
Ambani & Mansukh Hiren’s
case is becoming clearer from
the investigation carried out so
far & threads are leading to Mr.
Singh as well”.

In the terms of reference
for the judicial probe ordered
by it, the state government
said that the retired Judge
would look into whether the
former Police Commissioner
had produced any evidence to
establish that either Deshmukh

or any officer in the Home
Minister’s office had indulged
in any irregularity or crime.

“The probe panel   will also
look into whether there was
any substance in the informa-
tion provided by Assistant
Commissioner of Police Sanjay
Patil, then Assistant Police
Inspector Sachin Vaze to Singh,
based on which the latter made
allegations of corruption
against the State Home
Minister in his letter dated
March 20, 2021. It will also sug-
gest whether there is a need to
order a probe by the Anti
Corruption Bureau (ACB) or
any other agency,” the govern-
ment notification announcing
the judicial probe stated.     

Justice (retired)Kailash
Uttamchand Chandiwal-head-
ed Judicial committee to sub-
mit its report to the state gov-
ernment within next six
months.
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RSS head Mohan Bhagwat will inaugurate 'Kala
Sankul' (campus), a modern complex for art and

culture where artists from across the nation will
showcase their talent, on April 2 here at Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Marg.

Kala Sankul, an art and culture activity com-
plex dedicated to showcasing a number of genres
including art, literature, and theater in an integrated
format and will be extensively promoted, accord-
ing to an RSS press statement.

The Kala Sankul ,  under 'Sanskar Bharti', is
designed with many amenities for the art and cul-
ture field, including a rich library equipped with
art and culture books, an art gallery, auditorium,
studio, and conference rooms encompassed in a sin-
gle complex.  ‘Kala Sankul' will be positioned as the
most renowned and major center of art and cul-
ture, said the press statement.

Sanskar Bharati is a cultural organization, which
is "committed and devoted to try and implant
national values in the folk lives through the tradi-
tional, classical, folk, and modern arts of India", it
said .

"Even in the era of massive advancement in art
and culture, Sanskar Bharati has been implementing
an irrevocable mantra 'Sa Kala Ya Vimuktaye' which
has been continuous since the past four decades and
to give a concrete shape to these objectives, 'Kala
Sankul' is being established", said the statement 
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Amid the continued spurt in
the Covid-19 cases in

Mumbai, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
on Tuesday announced that it was
making  additional 2,269 Covid
beds available to our citizens in
private hospitals(including 360
ICUs) with immediate effect.

“We will be making addition-
al 2269 Covid beds available to our
citizens in private hospitals
(including 360 ICUs) with imme-
diate effect,” Mumbai Municipal
Commissioner I S Chahal said
here.

“This will be in addition to
more than 3000 beds currently
vacant in Mumbai for covid
patients(including currently
vacant 450 beds in private hospi-
tals),” Chahal said.

Chahal said that the BMC was
also operationalising additional

1500 beds in Jumbo field hospitals
this week to take vacant beds to
approx. 7000 by the weekend.

The Municipal commissioner,
however, made it clear that no bed
would be allotted directly to any-
one by hospitals.

“All allotment of hospital beds
shall be through 24 WARD WAR
ROOMS only & therefore no one
should try to procure a positive
covid report directly from Testing
Labs. Otherwise,they will find it
difficult to get beds anywhere,” he
said.

“Let the name come to us in
our line list from labs at midnight
and we will go to their homes with
beds early next morning as we
have been doing since last June.
Let us all follow the system please,”
Chahal said.

Chahal, it may be recalled, had
said last week that   the BMC
geared itself to handle 10,000
Covid-19 patients per day.

Chahal had said that the BMC
was preparing to increase the
total availability of DCHC/DCH
Covid beds from 13,733 to 21,000
in the next 15 days in various hos-
pitals of Mumbai.“Assuming that
the number of positives in the due
course of time  in Mumbai
increases to 10,000 per day with
assumption that 15 per cent of  of
these would be symptomatic –
requiring beds as per ICMR
guidelines,” Chahal had said.

He had pointed out that
assuming that every symptomatic
patient requires bed and consid-
ering a 14 days’ bed occupancy,
the total beds needed to handle
10,000 cases per day for a period
of next six to eight weeks, around
21,000 beds would be needed.

Chahal had said that the mor-
tality rate is low – 4.6 per day and
0.3 per cent of the total positive
cases between 10 February-24
March.

(%��� ������	��"���6�6;<��

	�	����
���	
�"�
��������	�����	����������	���

+ ����������		������
������������&������

+������
��
�2���
2������
���#�

	�
���#���	#� � �3� ��A

Aday after a video clip that showed a sword-
wielding mob come out of a gurdwara at

Nanded, break the barricades and attack the
policemen stationed to prevent them taking out
a procession went viral, the local police on
Tuesday arrested 14 persons in connection with
the attack on the policemen.

Having registered three FIRs against 64
unidentified persons allegedly involved in the
attack on policemen that took place at the Sri
Hazur Sahib gurdwara on Monday, the
Wazirabad police in Nanded district of
Marathwada region arrested 14 persons on
Tuesday.

The irate mob had attacked the police after
it was denied permission to hold a “Hola
Mohalla” public procession as part of the
restrictions imposed due to the COVID-19
pandemic..

In all, four constables were injured, while
six vehicles were also damaged in the violence.

A video clip that surfaced immediately
after the incident showed an angry sword-
wielding mob barge out of the gurdwara, break

the barricades put up by police and attack the
policemen.

The local police said that the condition of
one of the four injured policemen was “seri-
ous”.

“"The gurdwara committee had assured us
that they would abide by our directives and
hold the event inside the gurdwara premis-
es...We are trying to ascertain if any member
of the gurdwara committee had a role in the
incident,” a senior police officer said.

Meanwhile, the Wazirabad police have
booked the 14 arrested persons on charges of
attempt to murder, rioting and other sections
of IPC  and under provisions of the Arms Act.

“We are looking out for other absconding
people named in the three FIRs registered in
connection with the incident,” the police offi-
cer said.     

The violence broke out when the “Nishan
Sahib” -- a triangular saffron-colour flag furl-
ing outside a gurdwara on a steel pole covered
with a saffron cloth -- was brought at the
Gurdwara gate late on Monday afternoon.
Some of the participants got into verbal
exchanges with the police.



constitutes a majority of India’s
power mix. But again, like
fuel prices at the pump, that is
being a victim of the present.
India is aggressively changing
its energy mix with more solar
and wind energy sources com-
ing onstream. But the one that
cannot be escaped is the fact
that electric vehicles are much
more expensive than internal
combustion engine vehicles
and leave India vulnerable to a
whole new cluster of nations
that dominate natural resources
in this arena, much like India
was beholden to oil-producing
Arab nations for years. And in
electric vehicles, India has been
very slow compared to China;
not only has China hoovered
up Lithium and other vital
resources but also by establish-
ing a manufacturing ecosystem
around electric vehicles and
batteries, poses an existential
threat to Indian automotive
manufacturing. 

The automotive industry
in India directly employs
close to 15 million people,
indirectly employing five-six
times as many in varied other
sectors, from components to
logistics to sales and even the
vibrant automotive media.
There is a realisation that the
industry has to pivot to clean-
er alternatives as air pollution
and fuel prices are a concern.
However, it is not going to be

an easy task, although increas-
ing consumer preference for
electric vehicles will be a
major driver for change. 

But to truly drive electrifi-
cation, the products have to be
desirable, and affordable. The
perfect electric motorcycle
considered by a large industry
player has what that company
calls the ‘70 Trifecta’, a range of
70 km, a top speed of 70 km
per hour and costs �70,000.
Fulfilling the first two criteria
is relatively easy to fit a bigger
and better battery, the third is
the challenge in India. And if
prices of important raw mate-
rials go up, the price of Lithium
Carbonate has doubled since
bottoming out in late 2020, it
will only drive prices higher.
And similar issues exist in
passenger vehicles; even if
lower-range urban commuter
hatchbacks are a model chosen
for India, would a consumer be
willing to pay 50 per cent
more, say �9 lakh vis-a-vis �6
lakh, even if they knew that
over a lifetime of eight years
and 1,00,000 km of driving
they would save �6-7 lakh in
running costs if benchmarked
at today’s petrol prices? May be.
But would they pay �12 lakh
for such a car even if net-net
they will end up saving money?

And then there is the
biggest problem for the
Government. If mass electric

vehicle adoption takes place in
the next five-six years, have
the Governments thought
about just how they will make
up for the lakhs of crores of
lost petroleum taxation? Here
is the bizarre irony of the sit-
uation: The Central, State and
city Governments are incen-
tivising people to buy vehicles
that will eventually cost them
their lunch. After all, even the
most dedicated petrolhead
will not be able to argue with
the fuel costs involved.

While a bureaucrat will
come up with ideas to cover the
revenue shortfall, but what will
that entail? The reduction of
electricity subsidies for one, and
maybe even increased taxes on
electricity including a cut from
fast-charging stations? Of
course, even if there is rapid
adoption of electric vehicles in
India, it will not replace inter-
nal combustion engines total-
ly. Far from it, recently the Delhi
Government and Tata Motors
got into a disagreement regard-
ing the range of the Tata Nexon
EV, proving that not only is
range anxiety real, but it can
impact policy issues as well. 

This is the first part of a
series on electric vehicle adop-
tion and policy issues around
the same in India.

(The author is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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During a recent round of
increase in petrol and
diesel prices, many
crocodile tears were

shed by the politicians of all hues.
The Centre and State
Governments have raised incred-
ible sums of money from excise
duties, surcharges and cess on
petrol and diesel. But the recent
price surges saw the reality of
�100 a litre petrol in some States,
and with Black Swan events con-
tinuing to take place, such as the
Suez Canal blockage, and oil pro-
ducers’ cartel OPEC talking of
production cuts, crude oil prices
will not dramatically decline
anytime soon. With the Reserve
Bank of India keeping the rupee’s
exchange rate against the dollar
steady, prices at the pump might
not come down soon. With an
ambitious infrastructure building
programme and higher agricul-
tural expenditure on the cards,
the Centre will need funds and
the amount it takes from every
litre of petrol or diesel will only
go up. Petrol at �100 a litre will
be a reality nationwide sooner
rather than later, and at the cur-
rent rate of increase, �120 a litre
for ordinary petrol will be a real-
ity by the next general elections. 

Why talk about fuel prices in
a column about vehicle electrifica-
tion? Because fuel prices are both
the greatest opportunity as well as
the biggest challenge for this. The
opportunity is simple, because
whether we like it or not, a cogent
argument can be made that high-
er taxes on petrol and diesel are like
a carbon consumption tax. If you
do not want to pay this tax, go elec-
tric. As an automotive reviewer for
almost two decades, this columnist
has driven several electric vehicles,
even living with them for a few
weeks. This gave me the opportu-
nity to evaluate their running
costs in a real-world situation and
on something like the Hyundai
Kona and Tata Nexon EV, this
came to a rupee a kilometre even
at the peak unit rate of power in
Delhi. A similar vehicle with a
petrol or diesel engine would
have running fuel costs between
�6-10 per km at the current rates.

There are many arguments
against electric vehicles. The more
fallacious ones surround the fact
that polluting thermal energy

SOUNDBITE
�������	
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����������������������
Sir —Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Bangladesh visit is really remarkable and
historic as well.  Modi reiterated India’s “sin-
cere and continued efforts” to conclude the
Teesta water-sharing agreement in consul-
tation with relevant stakeholders during his
talks with Bangladesh counterpart Sheikh
Hasina. Both India and Bangladesh share
common goals and challenges and the two
countries should remain focused on deal-
ing with challenges like terrorism. 

A new passenger train connecting
Dhaka and New Jalpaiguri on the Indian
side was also inaugurated jointly by Modi
and Hasina via video conference. This is the
third passenger train after Maitree Express
(Dhaka-Kolkata) and Bandhan Express
(Khulna-Kolkata) running between the two
neighbouring countries. This will strength-
en the people-to-people ties between both
the nations.  PM Modi reached Dhaka at
the invitation of his Bangladesh counter-
part for the twin occasions of the neigh-
bouring country’s 50 years of nationhood
and the centenary of Bangabandhu Mujibur
Rahman. However, it cannot be seen in iso-
lation with the elections in West Bengal. 

The Prime Minister’s visit to
Bangladesh is likely to not just consolidate
in general the Hindu voters who have
migrated from the neighbouring country
but also attract in particular the Matuas in
favour of the BJP. Also, Modi courted con-
troversy when he said: “I must have been
20-22 years old when my colleagues and I
participated in the Satyagraha for
Bangladesh’s freedom. I even courted arrest
for the same”. After which social media has
been abuzz with many disbelieving the
Prime Minister’s claims. However, we have
no reason to disbelieve our PM. 

S Ramanathan | Ghaziabad
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Sir — The second wave of the Coronavirus
is posing a huge challenge has to be
looked at and understood in terms of the
dual phenomena of transmission and
mutation. It is understandable that people

grew weary of the pandemic. It is evident
from the way they go about their business
despite the spike in cases. The crowds break
norms at festivals and election rallies and
roadshows. This is when it is entirely inad-
visable to lower the guard and make con-
ditions conducive for the contagion to
spread and take its toll. 

There is nothing called individual
safety in a pandemic; we must all under-
stand that no one is safe till everyone is safe.
Vaccination is the life-saving pharmacolog-
ical intervention now in progress with vary-
ing degrees of success. At this juncture, it
would be foolhardy to let the ongoing vac-
cination drive, that has covered less than six
per cent of the country’s population, lull us
into a false sense of security. 

G David Milton | Tamil Nadu

	�����������������������
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Sir — Hate politics has overshadowed the

Assembly elections campaign in the States
concerned. The leaders of all parties are
trying their best to woo the voters and lev-
elling false allegations against one anoth-
er. The situation is particularly disturbing
in West Bengal. 

Such politics is not good for our
democracy. Real issues are ignored or side-
lined while political parties and their lead-
ers enagage themselves in rhetoric and the
spate of allegations and counter-allega-
tions. The voters have no option except to
vote for one of these parties as to exercise
their franchise is always better than not
going to vote at all. However, not only the
voters but also the politicians should do
their bit to uphold the tenets of democ-
racy and should set healthy precedents. 

Amit Singh Kushwaha | Satna
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On March 18, 2021, Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari
announced in the Lok Sabha a “voluntary”

vehicle scrapping policy which will lay the foun-
dation for what he termed the “Voluntary Vehicle
Fleet Modernisation Programme” and enable the
Indian automobile industry to more than double
its turnover from the current �450,000 crore to
�10,00,000 crore in a few years. Besides, it will have
a salutary effect on environment due to the miti-
gated vehicular pollution. 

Apart from it, other benefits are expected by
way of reduction in fuel consumption (as old vehi-
cles get replaced by more fuel-efficient new ones)
and cut in import bill; boost to inclusive develop-
ment as investment flows into setting up scrapping
and fitness centres thus creating jobs; increased
safety on the roads and reduction in accidents; rein-
ing in input costs for industries such as automo-
bile, steel, electronics, white goods and so on and
increase in Goods and Services Tax (GST) collec-
tion.  So, how will the Government realise it? What
are its possibilities? Will the intended outcomes
flow? Currently, there are 51 lakh vehicles in India
which are older than 20 years while 34 lakh vehi-
cles are more than 15 years old but less than 20 years
and 17 lakh vehicles older than 15 years, but with-
out renewed fitness certificate. Based on the
premise that vehicles older than15 years are con-
sidered to be more polluting and less fuel efficient,
the policy architecture is founded on two major pil-
lars — incentivise owners of such vehicles to go for
scrap and disincentivise hanging on to the old vehi-
cle. 

The owner going for scrapping will get four-
six per cent of ex-showroom price of the new vehi-
cle as compensation termed ‘scrap compensation’;
five per cent discount on the purchase of the new
vehicle; rebate on the road tax at the rate of 25 per
cent for personal vehicles (generally, States collect
this tax at four per cent, so 25 per cent rebate comes
to one per cent). The policy also moots waiver of
the registration fee for a new vehicle purchased on
production of the ‘scrap certificate’ issued against
the scrapped vehicle. 

As for the disincentives, the policy suggests hike
in fee for renewal of registration (�5,000 for a car
older than 15 years, up from �600 at present) and
fitness certificate renewal fees, stiff penalties for
delay in renewals and imposition of the so-called
‘green tax’ by the States on such vehicles. All per-
sonal vehicles will have to undergo mandatory auto-
mated fitness test after 20 years to ply on the roads
(for commercial vehicles, the threshold is 15 years).
If they don’t pass, those vehicles will be de-regis-
tered and impounded by the transport authorities,
pronouncing it as “end of life vehicle”.

If the owner goes for scrapping, he is promised
a total benefit of 11per cent including scrap com-
pensation of around five per cent (average of four-
six per cent), discount five per cent and one per
cent rebate in road tax. Against this, he can easi-
ly realise at least 15 per cent by selling. So, he won’t
opt for scrapping. 

Even 11 per cent incentive on scrapping is not
guaranteed. Road tax being a major revenue source
for States and given their precarious finances (this
scenario is unlikely to change until 2024-25), they
are unlikely to give any rebate. As for the balance
10 per cent, the onus is entirely on auto compa-

nies. If they don’t oblige (a lot will
depend on individual firms, their
cost dynamics and, in particular,
how much they gain by way of
reduction in cost of raw materials
and components due to scrap pur-
chase), the scale will be further tilt-
ed against scrapping.  

However, a more likely sce-
nario for the majority of old car
owners is one wherein they retain it
after renewing the registration. They
belong to the middle or lower mid-
dle class, their resource position
being pretty tight. They had financed
purchase of their vehicle (albeit
old) from loan. Many of them may
have only recently completed servic-
ing that loan. So, they will all go for
this option. Even the increased re-
registration charges and imposi-
tion of green tax won’t deter them
(compare a few thousand they need
to spend on paying these charges
against a minimum �5 lakh-�� lakh
on purchase of a new car). 

The policy, too, is liberal towards
them. Barring vehicles owned by the
Government or its agencies, pan-
chayats and State transport under-
takings and so on which have to be
mandatorily scrapped after reaching
15 years of age, all personal vehicles
will have to go for a fitness test only
after 20 years. Those more than 15
years but less than 20 years will get
the registration renewed sans test.    

On balance, therefore, the pol-

icy may not prompt the owners of
aged vehicles to go for scrapping on
a large scale. However, things could
look different — tilting the scale in
favor of abandonment of old vehi-
cles and making way for new ones
— if the GST Council accedes to
Gadkari’s suggestion for exempting
new vehicles purchased against  the
scrapped vehicles from levy of the
GST. At present, automobiles attract
tax at the rate of 28 per cent and if
this becomes zero (for those decid-
ing to dump the old and buy new),
this will be a big boost. But given the
huge revenue implications, this is
easier said than done.

Meanwhile, there is an order of
the Supreme Court (2015) validat-
ing a National Green Tribunal
(NGT) directive that prohibited
petrol vehicles older than 15 years
from plying in the National Capital
Region (NCR) (for diesel cars, the
threshold is 10 years). The order is
not just a negation of the extant law
which provides for registration
renewal on completion of 15 years
from the date of first registration but
also presumes that all such cars
become unfit for plying after attain-
ing this age. Even as the policy lays
emphasis on fitness rather than the
age of a vehicle and is structured
around incentives and disincen-
tives, the court order militates
against this. In fact, the order ren-
ders the policy infructuous in the

NCR. It also creates an anomalous
situation whereby the vehicle own-
ers in other States have the freedom
of choice (scrap versus retention or
resale) while those in the NCR are
forced to scrap their aged vehicles or
resort to desperate sale and buy a
new one, thereby plunging into
another round of financial night-
mare. The Union Government
should take urgent steps to correct
this anomalous situation. It may
either approach the top court to
relent; alternatively, bring about
necessary amendment in the Motor
Vehicles Act (MVA) to reflect the
policy intent that is using fitness as
the sole criterion irrespective of the
vehicle’s age for determining whether
it can be allowed to run.
Concomitantly, it should go for set-
ting up of the required network of
testing infrastructure to be operat-
ed by trained manpower having
impeccable credentials so that scope
for malpractices and corruption is
completely eliminated and only
those vehicles which pass the test —
as per specified norms — are
allowed.    

As regards the scrapping of old
vehicles and making way for new
more fuel-efficient and less pollut-
ing vehicles on the intended scale, it
should endeavour to make the
incentives more attractive. Giving
exemption from the GST could be
the way forward. 
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The heads of the States of
the Quad Group — India,
Australia, Japan and the

US — recently held a meeting to
counter the Chinese threat and
to ensure a free and secure Indo-
Pacific. Analysts are of the view
that it will provide the much-
needed impetus to work out a
new security road map in deal-
ing with most obnoxious forms
of modern terrorism. It is a wel-
come development as it would
provide a platform for multilay-
ered security cooperation to
deal with various other issues
like funding of terrorist activi-
ties, policing cooperation and
dealing with cyber threat
through enhancing the techno-
logical innovation and tighten-
ing border and maritime secu-
rity information-gathering exer-
cise. 

Cooperation and coordi-
nation in aggrandisement
towards communication capa-
bility and management of secu-

rity arrangements to deal with
any kind of threat is the main
credo of relevance. With the
changing times the parameter of
national interest is also becom-
ing more dynamic. Another
important area which requires
immediate attention on the part
of cooperation to develop a
mechanism to deal with the
chemical weapons in the posses-
sion of the new breed of terror-
ists. Actually chemical weapons
are normally not easily
detectable and are easily trans-
portable compared with conven-
tional weapons. The revolution
in communication network and
growth of international narcot-
ic trade spread through the
Golden Triangle on the borders
of Myanmar, Laos and Thailand
and the Golden Crescent
through the network of
Afghanistan and Pakistan have
posed new forms of threat. 

The nations need to change
their strategy, keeping in view

the changing dynamics of the
world order on account of new
threats, some very apparent but
a few extremely subtle. A cou-
ple of years ago there was the
news of 50 refugees found dead
near eastern Austria along
Slovakia and Hungarian border
which brought forward a debate
on the tedious issue of illegal
migration and related crime. 

In the search for survival in
the competitive world order,
many people from underdevel-
oped societies have moved to
European countries for greeney
pastures, sometimes through
illegal transit. In another such
incident a few years ago, a boat
carrying more than 80 illegal
migrants drowned in Libya. It is
high time that European coun-
tries developed sophisticated
mechanism to handle the prob-
lem head on as it has already
caused severe tension between
various countries. The issue of
migration at times creates the

problems of human trafficking
and refugees across the globe. In
certain pockets, the problems of
migration and refugees have cre-
ated quagmire and terrorism.
The problem of refugees who
have fled due to disturbances in
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan
has added a new dimension to
the existing problem of violence
and crime in Central Asian
Republics. 

Afghanistan is a clear exam-
ple of such a situation wherein

refugees were misled and organ-
ised into a deadly force. Despite
various steps taken by the
United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), there has not been
any significant improvement in
their conditions. Contrary to the
claims made by nations about
the distribution of resources
for refugee welfare, extreme
economic vulnerability has
worsened their lot. According to
a survey, over 70 per cent of the
26 million refugees in the world
are women and children.
Although most countries have
faced the problem, it has
assumed alarming proportions
in Afghanistan, Rwanda,
Vietnam, Bosnia, Cambodia,
Burundi, Ethiopia, Sudan, Iraq,
Sri Lanka, Zaire, Bangladesh and
South and Central America.

Most refugees have taken
shelter in nearby countries . The
serious problems in Kampuchea,
Vietnam and Laos compelled

people to seek refuge in
Malaysia, Thailand and
Indonesia. The victims in
African countries have taken
refuge in Somalia, Kenya and
Zambia. The issue of refugees at
times becomes crucial due to
their exploitation by many ille-
gal and antisocial elements.
The following measures can be
suggested for addressing the
problems of refugees:
Development of local infra-
structure to create self-suffi-
ciency,  increasing the role of
N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l
Organisations, extensive train-
ing to the staff involved in res-
cue operations, coordination
between the local units and the
UNHCR, financial support for
implementation of new pro-
grammes and so on. 

There have been instances
where refugee camps were
attacked by the armed forces of
countries across the border.
Many Governments have for-

mulated policies to deal with this
alarming situation. But many
nefarious actors interpret these
steps as surrender to interna-
tional criticism. In such a situ-
ation, the role of security forces
becomes very crucial.  The
strength of success in handling
the problem of refugees lies in
creating internal dynamism by
ensuring inclusive growth and
addressing the plight head on
and taking care of the security
concern and law and order
threats, if any, collectively. 

The recent international
changes might have brought
some hopes of reform and
change in the international
arena but there are mounting
tensions across the globe due to
the rise in religious-based terror.
No country can afford to com-
promise on its security despite
having deep feelings and
tremendous magnanimous out-
look towards the problem of
refugees. 
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Suez (Egypt):Experts boarded
the massive container ship on
Tuesday that had blocked
Egypt's vital Suez Canal and
disrupted global trade for near-
ly a week, seeking answers to a
single question that could have
billions of dollars in legal reper-
cussions: What went wrong?

As convoys of ships again
began travelling through the
artery linking the
Mediterranean and Red Seas, a
canal service provider said
more than 300 vessels carrying
everything from crude oil to
cattle were still waiting for
their turn in a process that will
take days.

Egyptian government offi-
cials, insurers, shippers and
others similarly waited for
more details about what caused
the skyscraper-sized Ever
Given to become wedged
across the canal on March 23.

When blame gets assigned,
it will likely lead to years of lit-
igation to recoup the costs of
repairing the ship, fixing the
canal and reimbursing those
who saw their cargo shipments
disrupted. Since the vessel is

owned by a Japanese firm,
operated by a Taiwanese ship-
per, flagged in Panama and
now stuck in Egypt, matters
quickly become an interna-
tional morass.

“This ship is a multina-
tional conglomeration," said
Capt. John Konrad, the founder
and CEO of the shipping news
website gcaptain.Com.

Experts boarded the Ever
Given as it idled Tuesday in
Egypt's Great Bitter Lake, just
north of the site where it pre-
viously blocked the canal. A
senior canal pilot, speaking on

condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized
to talk to journalists, told The
Associated Press that experts
were looking for signs of dam-
age and trying to determine
why the vessel ran aground.

There could be significant
damage to the the ship, Konrad
warned. Stuck for days across
the canal, the ship's middle rose
and fell with the tide, bending
up and down under the
tremendous weight of some
20,000 containers across its
400-meter (quarter-mile)
length. 

On Monday, when workers
partially floated the ship, all
that pressure came forward to
its bow. “Structural integrity is
No. 1. You know, there was a lot
of strain on that ship as it was
sagging in the waterway,”
Konrad said. “They have to
check everything for cracks and
particularly that rudder and the
propeller in the back that's
connected to the engine room.”

AP

Hong Kong: China has sharply
reduced the number of direct-
ly elected seats in Hong Kong's
legislature in a setback for the
territory's already beleaguered
democracy movement. 

The changes were
announced on Tuesday after a
two-day meeting of China's top
legislature. 

The legislature will be
expanded to 90 seats, and only
20 will be elected by the pub-
lic. Currently, half of the 70-seat
legislature — 35 seats — is
directly elected.

The move is part of a two-
phase effort to rein in political
protest and opposition in Hong
Kong, which is part of China
but has had a more liberal
political system as a former
British colony. China imposed
a national security law on

Hong Kong last year and is fol-
lowing up this year with a
revamp of the electoral process.

The crackdown comes in
the wake of months of pro-
democracy protests in 2019
that brought hundreds of thou-
sands to the streets and turned
violent as the government
resisted the movement's
demands.

"It's a very sad day for
Hong Kong. The election sys-
tem is completely dismantled,”
said former lawmaker and
Democratic Party member
Emily Lau.

“They are going to get rid
of opposition voices because
under this new system, which
is so oppressive and restrictive,
I don't think any self-respect-
ing individual will want to
take part,” Lau said. AP

Rawalpindi: Unidentified
assailants ransacked a 74-year-
old Hindu temple located in
Rawalpind's Purana Qila area.

As per the police authori-
ties, a case has been registered
at the Bani Gala station against
the attack which took place
early Sunday morning.

The authorities said that
the temple was being restored
and construction and repair
work was underway since the
last one month.

It was further revealed that
due to the restoration process,
there were no religious rituals
taking place in the temple, nor
were there any idols in the
premises. "Ten to 12 people
came and ransacked the doors
and stairs of the temple on its
outer side, which affected the
construction work," Syed Raza
Abbas, Assistant Security
Officer, Evacue Trust Property,
Northern Zone, Rawalpindi,
said. IANS

Kabul: Three members of a
polio vaccination team were
killed in two separate incidents
in Afghanistans Nangarhar
province, officials said on
Tuesday. 
Provincial police chief Jumagul
Hemat told dpa news agency
that one member of the team
was killed in Police District
four of the provincial capital of
Jalalabad.

The other two deaths took
place in the city's Police District
seven.  AP

Brussels: Twenty-five world
leaders have supported a pro-
posal from European Council
President Charles Michel to
draw up a new international
treaty on pandemic prepared-
ness in the wake of the Covid-
19 crisis.

Leaders including UK
Prime Minister Boris Johnson,
South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa and Thai Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
signed an opinion piece along
with Michel and World Health
Organization (WHO)
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, dpa
news agency reported.

"There will be other pan-
demics and other major health
emergencies. No single gov-
ernment or multilateral agency

can address this threat alone,"
the piece, published on
Tuesday, said. The article made
the case for a new agreement
anchored in the WHO's con-
stitution that would improve
global preparedness for pan-
demics and ability to respond.

A treaty would provide a
framework for international
cooperation to immediately
exchange information at the
start of possible pandemics,
and channel global resources
for research into possible treat-
ments and vaccines, Michel
said at a virtual press confer-
ence with Tedros on Tuesday.

"The time to act is now,"
Tedros said, "We must not
allow the memories of this
crisis to fade and go back to
business as usual." IANS
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Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad and his wife, Asma,

have recovered from the coro-
navirus and returned to their
duties, his office said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

"After the end of the quar-
antine period, the disappear-
ance of Covid-19 symptoms,
and the negative result of the
PCR swabs, President Bashar
al-Assad and Asma al-Assad
returned starting today to their
work normally," dpa news
agency quoted the statement as
saying.
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An Asian American woman
was attacked by a man

who repeatedly kicked her in
front of witnesses who seem-
ingly stood by, according to
surveillance footage released by
the New  City Police
Department. The 65-year-old
woman was walking in mid-
town Manhattan on Monday
afternoon when a man came
up to her and kicked her in the
stomach, knocking her to the
ground, the NYPD said.

The man then stomped
on the woman's face several
times while hurling anti-Asian
sentiments at her, police said.
He later casually walked away,
the footage shows. The woman
was hospitalised with serious 
injuries.

Dushanbe: Voicing "grave con-
cern" over violence and blood-
shed in Afghanistan, India said
on Tuesday that there is need
for a genuine "double peace" in
and around the war-torn coun-
try and asked the negotiating
parties to engage in good faith,
with a serious commitment
towards reaching a political
solution.

Addressing the 9th Heart
of Asia Ministerial Conference
here in Tajikistan's capital,
Dushanbe, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar also said
that India has been supportive
of all the efforts being made to
accelerate the dialogue between
the Afghan government and
the Taliban, including intra-
Afghan negotiations.

"For a durable peace in
Afghanistan, what we need is a
genuine ‘double peace', that is,
peace within Afghanistan and
peace around Afghanistan. It
requires harmonising the inter-
ests of all, both within and
around that country,"
Jaishankar told the conference
attended by Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani, Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi and others. AP

Nay Pyi Taw: The number of
pro-democracy protesters
killed in the ongoing demon-
strations in Myanmar against
the February 1 military coup
has surpassed the grim 500
mark, a monitoring group said
on Tuesday.

The Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners (AAPP)
puts the nationwide death toll
at 510, after another 14 people
lost their lives at the hands of
security forces on Monday,
reports dpa news agency.

The deteriorating situa-
tion in Myanmar is alarming
the international community,
especially after 110 deaths were
reported on March 27 alone,
with the European Union call-
ing it "a day of terror".

The latest crackdown was
in Yangon's South Dagon
township, where witnesses say
that, during the past two days,
the military has carried out a

campaign of destruction that
laid waste to whole neigh-
bourhoods.

The General Strike
Committee of Nationalities,
one of the main groups behind
the protests, on Monday urged
Myanmar's ethnic armed
groups to stand on the side of
protesters.

On Tuesday, three such
groups heeded the call.

In a joint statement, they
"strongly denounced" the mil-
itary's actions and said they
share their sympathies with the
family members of those who
have lost their lives fighting for

Myanmar.
The military must imme-

diately stop their attacks and
engage in political dialogue, the
Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army, Palaung State
Liberation Front and the
Arakan Army said in the state-
ment.

"If Myanmar's military
doesn't do the above men-
tioned facts and continue (the
killings), our three partner
groups will cooperate with all
nationalities who are joining
Myanmar's spring revolution in
terms of self-defence," it added.

The military seized control
of the South-East Asian coun-
try after an election which for-
mer de facto leader Aung San
Suu Kyi's ruling National
League for Democracy party
won by a landslide.

The Army has had Suu Kyi
under house arrest since
February 1. IANS
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Washington: US President Joe
Biden has said 90 per cent of
adult Americans will be eligi-
ble to get Covid-19 vaccination
in three weeks.

He told a White House
briefing on Monday that while
90 per cent of adult Americans
will be eligible to get vaccinat-
ed by April 19, the remaining
10 per cent will be eligible by
May 1, Xinhua news agency
reported.

Biden's remarks came as
the country has seen a rise in
new Covid-19 cases in 27
states. IANS
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Brussels: European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen has warned of
the "domino effect" of the
health crisis brought about by
the raging Covid-19 pandem-
ic. "We risk that the Covid cri-
sis sets off a number of other
crises, especially in developing
countries," she said while
addressing a high-level meet-
ing on international debt archi-
tecture and liquidity on
Monday. Von der Leyen named
those crises as a debt one, an
education crisis and a crisis of
rising inequalities both
between countries and within
countries. IANS
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Ousted Tata Sons Chairman
Cyrus Mistry on Tuesday

expressed disappointment over
the Supreme Court order in the
fight against the conglomerate
over his ouster, but asserted his
conscience was clear and he
had no doubt about the direc-
tion he took regarding the
generational change in leader-
ship during his tenure. 

The apex court order on
Friday had set aside National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) order
restoring Mistry as executive
chairman of the conglomerate,
while allowing appeals filed by
the Tata Group. 

"Every member of society
looks to institutions such as
courts to validate and endorse
the appropriateness of his or
her actions and beliefs. As a
minority shareholder of Tata
Sons, I am personally disap-
pointed by the outcome of the
judgement with respect to our
case," Mistry said in a state-
ment. 

He further said, "Although
I will no longer be able to influ-
ence the direction of gover-

nance of the Tata group direct-
ly, I hope that the issues I have
raised will cause deeper reflec-
tion and influence individuals
concerned to catalyse change.
I sleep with a clear
conscience. "

On Friday a bench of
Chief Justice SA Bobde and
Justices AS Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian allowed
appeals filed by Tata Group.  
The court said, "All the ques-
tions of law are liable to be
answered in favour of the
appellants Tata Group and the
appeals filed by the Tata Group
are liable to be allowed and
those by Shapoorji Pallonji
Group are liable to be dis-
missed.

The apex court had on
January 10 last year granted
relief to the Tata group by stay-
ing NCLAT order by which
Mistry was restored as the
executive chairman of the con-
glomerate.

Reflecting on the Supreme
Court order, Mistry said, "Life
is not always fair, but we are
still the lucky ones – I am lucky
to have the unwavering sup-
port of my family, friends,
colleagues - past and present.

I am grateful to my legal team
that has remained steadfast and
committed beyond the call of
duty, through this journey.

"This is another step in the
evolution of life for me and my
family. We will celebrate the
good times and take the
knocks on our chins." 

Mistry, who had raised
several raised issues related to
corporate governance and
transparency, including alleged
Rs 22 crore fraudulent trans-
actions involving non-existent
entities in India and Singapore
in Tatas' joint venture with Air
Asia, besides accusing Ratan
Tata of feeling insecure about
his legacy, said he has reflect-
ed on his actions since his exit
from the Tata Group. 

"Over the last four years,
I have had the opportunity to
reflect on my actions and on
whether I could have handled
the generational change in
leadership better. In hindsight,
while I may have had many
imperfections, I have no doubt
or erosion of conviction about
the direction I chose, the
integrity behind my actions
and their consequences," he
said. 

Mistry said his aim at Tata
Group, "an iconic institution
undergoing a generational
change in leadership, was to
ensure a robust board-driven
system of decision-making and
governance that is larger than
any one individual". 

A key focus was to enable
the directors on various
boards to discharge their fidu-
ciary duties without fear or
favour, while still ensuring
that shareholders views were
reflected in strategy and
actions, he added. 

"It continues to be my
belief that it is by such a
model, that one would protect
value for all stakeholders in
Tata Sons and its various group
companies," Mistry said. 

To this end, he said, "My
performance was reviewed by
nearly 50 independent direc-
tors across multiple Tata
boards that I served. Beyond
the performance metric that
speaks for itself and the docu-
mented appreciation for my
initiatives, I am humbled by
the continued support I have
received from my former col-
leagues and other board mem-
bers”. 
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Investor wealth surged Rs
6,02,001.9 crore in two days

of market rally which was sup-
ported by positive global cues.

The 30-share BSE index
on Tuesday closed at 50,136.58,
an increase of 1,128.08 points
or 2.30 per cent. During the
day, it gained 1,259.95 points to
touch 50,268.45.

On Friday, the bench-
mark had closed 568.38 points
higher. Markets were closed on
Monday for Holi.

Driven by the rally, the
market capitalisation of BSE-
listed companies soared Rs
6,02,001.9 crore to Rs
2,04,77,472.33 crore in two
trading days.

"Beating worries of
increasing COVID cases and
rising bond yields, the domes-

Mumbai: Led by a record
number of QIP issues and
IPOs, the pandemic-hit FY21
has been the best for fundrais-
ing, with companies raising a
record �1,88,900 crore in pub-
lic equity sales during the year,
more than double of �91,670
crore in the previous fiscal,
according to a report.

According to data com-
piled by PRIME Database on
Tuesday, the previous best was in
2017-18 when companies had
mopped up Rs 1,75,680 crore.

The year was also good with
a record qualified institutional
placements worth Rs 78,731
crore and IPOs with Rs 31,268
crore raised through initial pubic
issues, more than half of which
took place in the ongoing quar-
ter of the outgoing fiscal.

Of the total Rs 1,88,900

crore, fresh capital amount
was Rs 1,36,992 crore (73 per-
cent); the remaining Rs 51,908
crore being offers for sale.

PRIME Database
Managing Director Pranav
Haldea said strong retail par-
ticipation in IPOs, huge listing
gains and the highest-ever
amount raised through qualified
institutional placements (QIPs)
and InvITs/ReITs were the key
highlights of the fiscal.

Similarly, this was the best
year for QIPs, with 31 issues
mobilising Rs 78,731 crore,
the highest ever in a financial
year, and this was 54 per cent
higher than Rs 51,216 crore
raised in 2019-20. The largest
QIP was from ICICI Bank
raising Rs 15,000 crore,
accounting for 19 per cent of
the total. PTI

New Delhi:: Amidst assembly
elections in four states and a
Union territory, the govern-
ment on Tuesday approved
issuance of the 16th tranche of
electoral bonds which will be
open for sale from April 1 to
10.

Electoral bonds have
been pitched as an alternative
to cash donations made to
political parties as part of
efforts to bring transparency in
political funding. However,
Opposition parties have been
raising concerns about alleged
opaqueness in funding through
such bonds.

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) has accorded 'no
objection' from the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC) angle
on March 17. PTI

New Delhi:As per Council
Regulations of 2020, candi-
dates need to qualify an
Aptitude Test in Architecture
conducted by the Council for
admission to B.Arch. course.
Aspirants for B.Arch. course
need to register themselves at
the portal www.nata.in for
NATA 2021 for admission, irre-

spective of place of study, insti-
tution, deemed University, uni-
versity centrally funded, state
funded or private or any other.
place offering B.Arch degree.
Last date of registration for the
first test is 01.04.2021. Further
details on NATA, are available
in the brochure at 
www.nata.in.

New Delhi: India's inflation is
at "uncomfortably high" level,
which is an exception among
Asian economies, Moody's
Analytics said on Tuesday.

Higher fuel prices will
keep upward pressure on retail
inflation and keep the RBI
from offering further rate cuts,
said Moody's Analytics, a
financial intelligence company.

Retail inflation rose to 5
per cent in February, from 4.1
per cent in January. The
Reserve Bank mainly takes
into account retail inflation
while deciding on the mone-
tary policy.

Core inflation (which
excludes food, fuel and light)
was up 5.6 per cent in February,
from 5.3 per cent in January,
Moody's Analytics said, adding
India's inflation is "uncom-
fortably high".

In its macro roundup,
Moody's Analytics said infla-
tion is subdued in most of Asia,
and expected to only gradual-
ly pick up over 2021 because of

rising oil prices and economies
starting to reopen. Brent crude
has climbed 26 per cent this
year at around USD 64 per bar-
rel. 

It was around USD 30 per
barrel in March 2020, when the
COVID-19 crisis was near its
peak.

"India and the Philippines
are exceptions. In these
economies, inflation is above
comfort levels, adding to the list
of challenges for policymakers,"
it said.

Stating that India's infla-
tion is "worrisome", it said
volatile food prices and rising
oil prices led retail inflation to
exceed the upper band of 6 per
cent several times in 2020,
inhibiting the RBI's ability to
keep accommodative monetary
settings in place during the
height of the pandemic. 

Under the monetary poli-
cy framework, RBI has a target
for maintaining retail ination at
4 per cent (+/- 2 per cent).

PTI

New Delhi: India's economic
output in 2021 is expected to
remain below the 2019 level
despite roll-out of the vaccine
to deal with the menace of the
coronavirus pandemic, said a
report by the United Nations
Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (UNESCAP) released
on Tuesday.

India, according to the
'Economic and Social Survey of
Asia and the Pacific 2021:
Towards post-COVID-19
resilient economies', is esti-
mated to record an economic
growth of 7 per cent in 2021-
22, over a contraction of 7.7 per
cent witnessed in the previous
fiscal on account of the pan-
demic's impact on normal busi-
ness activity. Observing that
India entered the pandemic
with subdued GDP growth
and investment, the report
said, "Following one of the
most stringent lockdowns in
the world, the economic dis-
ruptions that the country expe-

rienced mounted in the second
quarter of 2020."

It added that a subsequent
change in lockdown policies
and success in reducing infec-
tion rates supported an impres-
sive economic turnaround in
the third quarter.

"However, the pace of
recovery moderated in the
fourth quarter with estimated
year-on-year growth still close
to zero. "Despite a robust
reduction in new COVID-19
cases and the start of vaccine
roll-out, India's 2021 econom-
ic output is expected to remain
below the 2019 level," it added.

Meanwhile, maintaining
low borrowing costs while
keeping non-performing loans
in check would be a challenge,
it added.

In its second advance esti-
mates of national accounts,
the National Statistical Office
(NSO) has projected an 8 per
cent contraction in 2020-21,
showing the pandemic impact.

PTI
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Mumbai:The rupee slumped
by 87 paise to close at 73.38
(provisional) against the US
currency on Tuesday as rising
crude oil prices and a strong
American currency weighed on
investor sentiment.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened at
72.85 against the greenback and
traded in the range of 72.77-
73.47 during the day. PTI

tic market sparked a rally today
as investors turned their focus
to economic recovery sup-
ported by vaccination drives.
Positive openings seen in Asian

and European markets also
helped in boosting optimism in
the Indian market," Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services, said.
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New Delhi:Gold dipped by 
� 138 to � 44,113 per 10 gram
in the national capital on
Tuesday amid decline in glob-
al precious metal prices,
according to HDFC 
Securities.

In the previous trade, it had
closed at � 44,251 per 
10 grams.

Silver also declined �320
to �63,212 per kg, from �63,532
per kg in the previous trade.

PTI
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Faridabad: Goodyear India
Limited, in association
Municipal Corporation of
Faridabad, Corridor
Management Unit of Mathura
Road, NHAI, and Indian
Pollution Control Association
(IPCA), installed 22 wind puri-
fying units at 3 highly polluted
locations at Ballabhgarh as part
of its CSR initiative "Solutions
to Air Pollution". IPCA will

install, maintain and ensure the
upkeep of the advanced air
purifiers.

We hope our contribution
helps the residents of
Ballabhgarh and Faridabad to
lead a healthier life by breath-
ing cleaner air, said the CMD
Goodyear India Limited.
Faridabad Deputy
Commissioner Yash Pal appre-
ciated Goodyear's contribution.
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Mumbai:Anshuman Singhania,
managing director of JK Tyre &
Industries, and Mohan Kumar
executive director, Michelin
India, have been unanimously
elected as chairman and vice-
chairman of Automotive Tyre
Manufacturers' Association
(ATMA), the national industry

body for automotive tyre sector
in India, respectively.   

Anshuman Singhania is a
graduate from Oxford Brookes
University, UK and an alumnus
of London Business School;
while Mohan Kumar is a grad-
uate from NIT Trichy and a post-
graduate from IIM Bangalore.
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New Delhi: In order to aid the
mid-meal beneficiaries during
the Covid-19 pandemic that has
disrupted ongoing child welfare
activities and aggravated mal-
nutrition crisis, Newgen
Software, a global provider of
digital automation platform,
teamed up with The Akshaya
Patra Foundation to provide

mid-day meals and happiness
kits, worth around Rs 1 crore to
17,378 children in Vrindavan,
Lucknow and Jhalawar.
Priyadarshini Nigam, head of
corporate communications,
Newgen Software, said, "This
collaboration supports our
vision of ensuring the holistic
development of children."
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Shiksha, a part of Info Edge
Limited and one of India’s

leading career and college
selection website for stu-
dents, recently conducted a
survey on MBA aspirants
titled MBA Outlook 2021
that traces trends on prefer-
ences that are gaining traction
among Indian students aspir-
ing to pursue higher educa-
tion in India.

The report provides an
overview of popular MBA
entrance exams in India, with
a particular focus on top

locations in the country for
students who want to pursue
MBA. The report highlights
nine different facets of what
MBA aspirants want includ-
ing, apart from CAT, MAT
and CMAT are gaining pop-
ularity. 

According to report,
overall preference for CAT,
XAT, SNAP, MICAT,
IRMASAT and SPJAT
increased by minimum 10%
in 2020 when compared to
2019 while preference for
exams such as NMAT and
IIFT declined by nearly 12-
25% in 2020 over 2019. 

�The pandemic has seen an increase
in K-12 segment students learning
coding. What is the reason?

Due to the pandemic, K-12
schools across the globe were forced
to adopt online learning. The grad-
ual shift towards online learning
from traditional learning methods
ignited the continuation of extra-cur-
ricular activities and vocational skills
through online mode. As a skill, cod-
ing is crucial in making young chil-
dren future-ready to cope with ever-
rising technological advancements
across all sectors. We are living in the
age of Artificial Intelligence and
automation. Our upcoming genera-
tion will require coding as an inher-
ited skill in order to become employ-
able and even carry out day to day
tasks. This is why we have seen a rapid
rise in K-12 students learning coding
during the pandemic.
�Isn’t it too early?

Coding is a proven tool to
enhance 21st-Century skills like log-
ical thinking, creativity, analytical
skills, computational thinking and

problem solving skills. Understanding
computers and learning the basics of
coding helps children develop a com-
prehensive understanding of how
things work in the real world around
them. Critical thinking, a fancy way
of saying good thinking, is a skill that
can be developed with the help of
coding. With the help of block-based
programming, kids can understand
the cause and effect relationships and
can explore a whole different list of
options. Creativity, the most sought
after skil, can also be developed with
coding. The purpose of introducing
coding at an early age is not to make
future techpreneurs and software
engineers but coding is a medium for
students to understand the underly-
ing concepts of science and mathe-
matics as they continue to build
solutions inspired by their sur-
roundings. 

Coding, as being introduced at an
early age, will help identify the round-
pegs in the square holes and motivate
students to become thinkers and
tinkerers. This will help our youth to

be prepared for any challenges and
adversities they might face in the
future.
�What are some of the courses that
children can explore?

Coding is being taught through
multiple platforms and children can
choose a technology as per their
interest like Block-based coding, 3D
Designing, Artificial Intelligence &
Python, Application Development,
Electronics, Robotics and many
more. With Tinker Coders, chil-
dren are able to understand the con-
cepts of programming with  in the
easiest way possible. Also, students
can explore multiple technologies in
the initial months with the help of
Grade wise courses designed for
various grades starting from Grade
II-XII and as per their interests and
capabilities, they can further pursue
coding in the technology of their
interest with the help of various
internship programmes. 
�What does the future hold for cod-
ing?

With rapid technological

advancements, it has become manda-
tory to equip the students with the
skills and knowledge needed for
them to sustain and excel the futur-
istic jobs accelerated by these
advancements. With coding becom-
ing an indispensable part of our life,
we are ready to witness exponential
growth in the coding market in the
upcoming years. The New Education
Policy 2020 where coding is being
introduced from Class VI onwards as
a vocational skill, has accelerated the
growth of coding market in India.
Even in the pandemic, many com-
panies have witnessed 100 per cent
month on month growth in terms of
valuation. At the current pace, we are
likely to witness an exponential
growth in the coding market for kids.
�What all initiatives have you
taken for the students in rural
areas so that they can learn coding?

To bridge the gap of access to
technology among all sections of
society, we have come up with mul-
tiple solutions on which we are
working parallelly. Tinker Coders will

play a crucial role in reaching out to
the masses having little exposure to
computers and laptops as most of our
coding platforms work on
Smartphone as well. We are launch-
ing various programmes that will ease
the access to coding and experiential
learning through smartphones.
Students will be able to access the
complete course on their smart-
phones and will be able to learn cod-
ing and make interesting projects,
mobile applications through their
smartphones itself. To tackle the
issue of internet connectivity, the
company provides self-learning mod-
ules as well, so that the learning
process doesn’t hamper. With the
help of self-learning modules, stu-
dents could access pre-recorded
videos and documents at any partic-
ular time. We have collaborated with
the schools across India under
“De<Code> The Future” campaign
where we are targeting to reach to the
maximum students who might not
have access to facilities like comput-
ers, Internet and electricity.  

In spite of the fact that the effect of
the Coronavirus has been very

unfavourable to numerous busi-
nesses and organisations, it has
opened the window to significant
learning opportunities for students
in sports management and commu-
nications programs. 

Here’s how:
The pandemic and the subse-

quent lockdown had affected busi-
nesses all over the globe across
nearly all industries. If we talk
specifically about the sports indus-
try, we witnessed continuous can-
cellation or postponement of major
sporting events — from football to
cricket, rugby, ice hockey, basket-
ball,  and even Olympics &
Paralympics (now to begin in July,
2021). 

While some sporting events
and related businesses have
resumed their operations and ser-
vices, the need to reduce the oper-
ating costs is sti l l  looming.
Consequently, the kind of job
opportunities and compensation
trends in sports industry have also
taken a downturn. Although this is
a tough situation for experienced
workers, it can turn out to be an
excellent time for students to
acquire valuable learning opportu-

nities, as more businesses in the
sports industry are now willing to
onboard apprentices and interns to
take over the roles to fulfil their
business goals at minimised costs. 

While most internship and
learning opportunities with various
businesses can be found on the
respective company’s website and
preferred job portals, it can be hard
for students to come face-to-face
with these opportunities on their
own due to lack of experience and
knowledge of where to look. Thus,
involvement of administration, aca-
demic counseling and placement
centers of educational institutes
and learning centers can help bridge
the gap. 

Ideally, the role of institutes and
faculty members in this scenario
would include:

�Consulting with business per-
sonnel to understand their needs,
and figure out and communicate
ways in which students and fresh-
ers could assist.

�Collaborating with business-
es and arranging guest-speaking
sessions by business personnel or
academic counselors to share the
opportunities and needs of the
said business. 

�Guiding students throughout

the process in understanding the
business processes, workplace poli-
cies, applying their literary knowl-
edge in real-word scenarios, and
resolving challenges faced - along-
side the actual business mentors.

�Creating learning strategies
such that all student generated con-
tent goes through an initial review
round by a faculty member before
being passed on and presented to
the business mentor. Such strategy
would help ease the learning process
for the students and would leave lit-
tle to no room for doubts. 

Benefits of developing student
learning based on participatory
sport:

�It can help students get a first-
hand experience of what it is like to
work with an actual participatory
sport business and add a sense of
realism to their learning. 

�It can assist students under-
stand the basics and diverse oper-
ations involved in creating and
handling any task specific to the
business.

�It will challenge students to
improve their critical thinking skills
and think of various ways to attract
and retain customers.
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The IIM Bodh Gaya organised intro-
duced their Integrated Programme in

Management (IPM) course on March 24,
2021. The institute is all set to launch the
five-year course from the academic year
2021. 

The course is designed for under-
graduate students interested in the man-
agement field. Dr Vinita Sahay, Director,
IIM Bodh Gaya, said that the number of
opportunities for students interested in
entering the corporate world is signifi-
cantly less, especially at the undergradu-
ate level. IPM will be a gateway for ‘fresh
out of school’ students interested in cor-
porate without waiting to reach the post-

graduate level to study. 
The first three years will be for under-

graduate studies and the latter two years
will be for the core management studies,
and the IPM course will culminate with
an MBA. 

The candidates will be assessed
through a test called the Joint Integrated
Programme in Management Admission
Test (JIPMAT). IIM Bodh Gaya and IIM
Jammu have come together to conduct JIP-
MAT across 78 cities in India. The regis-
tration will start from 1st April 2021. The
assessment will be done based on Class X,
XII and entrance test scores. The weigh-
tage to the JIPMAT scores, Class X and
Class XII percentages will be 70%, 15%,
and 15%, respectively. 
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India is full of talented
people inclined toward

acting and storytelling, but
they don’t know where to
start, as a result of various
barriers of entry.
Geography, language, eco-
nomic and socio-cultural
differences pose real barri-
ers for most when it comes
to getting access to high
quality theatre education.

The Ekalavya Online
School of Drama aims to
transcend these obstacles,

and give individuals who
seek these opportunities, a
space to learn, hone their
natural talent, and boost
their self-confidence, while
teaching them to act and
setting the stage for a
career in the film and the-
atre industry.  

As online education
goes mainstream, the DSM
has embraced this medium
and designed never before
imagined online training
modules in acting. Courses
that are not just "gyan" for
passive consumption, but

require active participa-
tion, performing tasks to
camera, with a strong
focus on learning-by-
doing.

Ekalavya is created by
core team members from
DSMs highly experienced
faculty; theatre actors,
directors and teachers,
many of whom are nation-
al award winners.  Since
2008, DSM faculty have
created courses that boost-
ed the careers of actors like
Ranveer Singh, Kalki
Kochlien, Richa Chaddha,

Swara Bhaskar, Kunal
Kapoor, Gulshan Devaiah,
Vicky Kaushal, amongst
others.

The Ekalavya Online
School of Drama offers
preparatory courses in
Character Study,
Monologue, Expressive
Voice, Expressive Body,
Script Analysis,
Storytelling, Acting for
Camera, the Art of
Auditioning, among oth-
ers. In essence, it forms the
fundamental textbook for
theatre and acting.
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India’s education segment is rapid-
ly changing and online learning has

become an indispensable part of it.
All thanks to technological advance-
ments, marking a new chapter for the
sector in the post-Covid world.
While other occupations struggled in
2020 due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, educational start-ups and teach-
ers found a common platform of e-
learning to engage with learners.
EdTech startups are mushrooming at
a rapid pace to keep up with the
demand in the market. 

While work-from-home was not
entirely a new concept in the pre-
Covid days, school-from-home cer-
tainly is! Educational institutions
were among the first to shut down
and the country was faced with a seri-
ous predicament — academic dis-
continuity for millions of students.
Enter, e-learning! The pandemic
exponentially accelerated adoption of
e-learning. Edtech companies that
were agile, adapted quickly to the new
circumstances and offer more than
just online tutoring that existed
before the pandemic struck. 

With students sequestered at
home due to social distancing norms
and health concerns, educators had
to find efficient and interesting ways
to engage students. It became impor-
tant for solution providers to design
lessons to interest the curious learn-
er to learn further, even during the
pandemic-induced lockdown.

One reason edtech companies
were able to allow students to gain
access to best-in-class remote learn-
ing is technology. Internet prolifer-
ation and increased usage of smart-
phones has made elearning more
accessible than ever, even to students

in Tier-II and Tier-III towns. Schools
have shifted to online learning and
teachers are encouraging students to
adopt online learning methods since
they are convenient and efficient. The
future of education is now set to be
student-centric rather than teacher-
centric, with the advent and increased
adoption of online learning tools.

Experiential learning:
Experiential learning is a process that
allows learners to develop knowledge
and skills from their own experience
rather than from formal courses. This
is understandable. When you learn
to ride a bicycle or to swim, you never
forget because you learnt the skills
practically. Similarly, when you watch

movies, you retain more - the con-
cepts come to life before your eyes
and ears — creating greater retention.
How many of us have sat through
boring classes and lost interest in sub-
jects because of the traditional meth-
ods of teaching and learning?
Experiential learning is, therefore,
interactive, participative and multi-
dimensional. It is only through expe-
riential learning characteristics, when
woven into the curriculum, that
students will be better prepared to
face the complexities of the modern
world.

Edtech companies are facilitating
live classes, automated attendance,
personalised assignments, ready-to-

use presentations, adaptive practice
and even instant doubt-clearing,
making learning more convenient
and efficient, and creating a unified
learning solution. These advances in
e-learning further help India make
the transition to digital education
from physical classrooms. And the
big difference between the traditional
ways and digital education is expe-
riential learning. Hands-on learning,
immersive storytelling, gamifica-
tion, simulations and videos are the
best way for students to absorb, retain
and apply concepts.

Experiential learning is effective
because it closely mimics real-world
experiences, structures and monitors
those experiences and provides ample
opportunities for hands-on doing,
experimenting and simulation. Using
all these elements produces a pow-
erful learning experience that cannot
be replicated by other learning meth-
ods.

Today, the classrooms combined
with digital learning tools through
innovative methods have helped in
increasing the student’s engagement
with personalised learning approach.
Artificial intelligence and machine
learning have become an integral part
of the teaching process that allow stu-
dents to learn with an understand-
ing. 
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The University of

Sheffield, UK invites applica-
tions for MSc Robotics course
starting in September 2021.

Build on your existing
knowledge to become an
expert in robotics and
autonomous systems, with the
interdisciplinary skills to join
the next generation of engi-
neers. This course helps you
translate your existing knowl-
edge and skills and develops
them in the key areas of robot-
ics and autonomous systems.
You’ll learn about sensing and
perception, cognition and
autonomy, control and plan-
ning and robotic devices.

Duration: One year
Eligibility: Minimum of

60 per cent or first class from
a reputable university in a
numerate subject such as engi-
neering mathematics or phys-
ical sciences. Overall IELTS
score of 6.5 with a minimum
of 6.0 in each component, or
equivalent.

How to apply: Log on to
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/pos
tg ra du ate / taug ht / c our s -
es/2021/robotics-msc or con-
tact: pgtacse@sheffield.ac.uk.
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The Strathclyde Business

School (University of
Strathclyde) Glasgow invites
applications for its new MSc
Economics & Policy of Energy
& Climate Change course
starting in September 2021.

Develop a strong under-
standing of key issues in envi-
ronment and energy from pol-
icy and economic perspec-
tives, gain practical insight
from leading energy and cli-
mate change experts and ben-
efit from applied teaching,
which focuses on the devel-
opment of transferable skills
and applicable knowledge.

The course offers excellent
opportunities to network with
energy and climate change
specialists from a broad range
of organisations. The course is
designed  to maximise the
opportunities for industry
engagement. You'll also have
the opportunity to take part in
events organised by the

Scottish Energy Forum.
Eligibility: Minimum sec-

ond-class honours degree or
overseas equivalent in any
subject. Applications are wel-
come from candidates with
significant high-calibre indus-
try or Government experi-
ence. 6.5 IELTS score, with no
individual score lower than
5.5.

How to apply: Log on to
https://www.strath.ac.uk/cours-
es/postgraduatetaught/eco-
nomicspolicyofenergyclimate-
change/#whythiscourse.

���
���������
The Hong Kong

University of Science and
Technology (HKUST) invites
applications for the 2021-2022
academic session for the uni-
versity’s most popular cours-
es across Engineering, Science,
Humanities and Business
streams that are designed to
help students with ingenuity,
entrepreneurship and leader-
ship skills required for 21st
Century job market.

Eligibility: Students who
wish to apply must fulfil the
General Admission,
School/Program-Specific and
English Language require-
ments. The university reviews
each application holistically,
considering both academic
performance and non-acade-
mic achievements. For stu-
dents using Indian Boards
exams, the requirements are
“Pass Certificates obtained on
completion of Standard XII
(State and National boards)”
and reference score of previous
students admitted to HKUST
is “overall average of 85% or
above”.    

How to apply: Log on to
https://join.ust.hk/admis-
sions/international-qualifica-
tions/. The students can also
visit https://join.ust.hk/apply.

Decoding a bright future
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What is the best job in country
today? Undoubtedly Civil
Services will come out as clear

winner if we take a poll. The UPSC exam
is considered the toughest exam in the
country, and it is no joke to crack it. It
has earned this reputation because of the
intense competition and the vast syllabus
the exam has to offer. Yet, why do we not
see the best talents of the country mak-
ing bee-line to prepare for UPSC. Why
UPSC is a priority only for a select few?

Preparing for UPSC can be the best
thing for our young graduates. The dis-
cipline, vast knowledge and analytical
skills one learns in the process is useful
in any profession.

Only requirement is that aspirants
preparing for this exam have to be deter-
mined, focused and have high energy if
they wish to clear the exam. Any 21-
year-old graduate is eligible for the UPSC
exam.

Students who begin preparing for
UPSC exams while pursuing a degree get
a proper lesson in time management.
They have to juggle their preparation
with the classes and courses they have
enrolled in, and they even have to fol-
low a proper timetable. This habit even-
tually will help them in their profession-
al career, irrespective of the field they
choose.

Candidates who get selected are
among the brightest and smartest indi-
viduals in the country. Not even five per
cent of the graduates apply for the UPSC
exams each year. Why? Why is the best
job in the country not attractive to the
majority of Graduates? If each and
every student starts appearing for the
exam, then the amount of talent to
choose from will certainly increase and
that would be beneficial for the nation.

The major concern that college stu-
dents feel is how to manage regular stud-
ies along with UPSC preparation? And
by getting stuck in this dilemma, most
students quit their dream of becoming
a Civil Servant one day.

Today the challenge in front of any
student is different. In a world of
Whatsapp, Youtube and Google, how
will one find a trustworthy and concise
source of information and content.The
lure of availing Free content leads to
many wasting precious time. These for-

mative years shouldn't be wasted.
Keeping in mind the benefits one

can get if he/ she starts preparing for the
exam early in life, We at UPSC Pathshala
have also come up with different cours-
es that aim at helping the early starters
with proper guidance. The flexibility of
this platform makes it even easier for stu-
dents to prepare for the UPSC exam
along with their regular college sched-
ule.

Each individual who is currently
enrolled in any university should aim to
clear the UPSC exam because there
wouldn't be a better time than this to
prepare for the examination.

The perks and the peace of mind the
candidate will get after clearing the
examination and serving the country
would match the efforts he/ she puts in
today. Saying that appearing in UPSC
exams should be made compulsory for
students pursuing a degree won't be right
as each individual should have the free-
dom of doing what he or she wants to
pursue.

But each student should be made
aware that Civil Service is also an
attractive option considering that not
each profession will give a chance to
bring a change in society. 
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The Verizon India has
collaborated with
the Indian Institute

of Technology, Madras to
launch V Provide Right
Opportunity to Power
Enabled Learning, a merit-
cum-means scholarship
programme to pursue BSc
in Programming and Data
Science. 

The aim’s to support
meritorious students whose
annual family income is
less than �1lakh. Through
this scholarship pro-
gramme, select students
will receive financial assis-
tance for four academic
terms.

This will provide an
opportunity for learners to
pursue an undergraduate
degree/diploma from IIT
Madras regardless of age,
location or academic back-
ground. In addition, the
scholarship will give prefer-
ence to meritorious women
students and students with
disabilities.   

For more details about
the programme, visit:
https://onlinedegree.iitm.ac.i
n.

The Queen’s
University,  Belfast invites
applications for its
Undergraduate Awards for
the academic year 2021-

2022.
N a t i o n a l i t y :

International students
(INdian) can apply.

Award: £2500-£3000
Eligibility: Students

must be self-funded (the
grant is awarded for the first
year of study, and it is
deducted from gross tuition
fees upon enrolment); If
you receive funding from
an external sponsorship
body such as a charity, a
private organisation, or
government, you will not be
eligible for the award, stu-
dents can use their award in
conjunction with the Early-
Bird reward discount.

Supporting docu-
ments: Applicants must
present a transcript, pho-
tographs, letter of recom-
mendation, a resume, pho-
tocopy of passport, and all
the previous necessary
mark-sheets.

Language require-
ments: Students must have
excellent proficiency in the
English language to study in
the UK.

How to apply: To be
eligible for the sponsor-
ship, students must take
admission in an under-
graduate degree pro-
gramme at Queen’s
University Belfast. After
getting enrolled, aspirants
will automatically be
assessed for the bursary.

Application deadline:
The last date to apply is
June 30, 2021.

Global companies developing
businesses across countries
have created a diverse and

competitive workforce that can
run businesses internationally.
Graduation from an internation-
al business development MBA
programme is a career-changing
event that can drastically increase
chances for promotions on the
global front.

Today, every business is going
to expand. It is the age of compe-
tition and everyone is trying to
adopt the money-making tech-
nique. Companies that are aiming
to expand and establish their
business in a foreign country
require candidates that are trained
to deal with international scenar-
ios and are knowledgeable with the
concepts and theories that can be
helpful for business’ establish-
ment. 

Here students are taught about
the International Business Law &
Ethics, Strategic Marketing &
Branding, Intercultural
Management & International
Negotiation, Management of
Innovation, International

Partnerships and Mergers &
Acquisition, Advanced Business
Planning, Business Plan Jury
Presentations, International
Economics & Micro Markets to
develop skills. 

Roles and Responsibilities
International Business

Development Managers are
expansion wizards who craft suc-
cessful strategies for taking com-
panies into new avenues to max-
imise the Return on Assets. They
are responsible to monitor the
effective implementation of inter-
national business development
activities. Develop individual busi-
ness plans for each country. They
administer and develop initia-
tives to increase sales and market
development activities.

Help to analyse business
strategies and develop improve-
ment plans for the same to provide
appropriate growth to the busi-
ness. They manage all develop-
ment processes and ensure com-
pliance with government policies
and regulations. Assist businesses
to identify opportunities and

develop strategic plans to enhance
the same. Manage customer/client
communication and maintain an
effective relationship with all.
Prepare and implement various
capture methods for business
development. Review competitor
plans and the effect of products
and services in management.
Maintain all communication with
Director. Evaluate market trends
and provide appropriate support
to product development. 

Skills Required
Analytical  and leadership

skills, creativity, business develop-
ment, market research, logistics,
new customers, sales goals, expan-
sion planning, intercultural com-
petence are a must. 

Scope
After completing this degree,

you can join various enterprises or
firms anywhere. Apart from glob-
al companies that contend on
international markets. For exam-
ple, airlines and chain restau-
rants, graduates of international
business MBA programme fre-

quently find careers within non-
profit organisations, Government
agencies, and banks.

Eligibility
Student must hold a bachelor’s

degree minimum of three years
duration in any of the disciplines
& score at least 50 per cent  marks
in the qualifying exam. You can
join this course after completing
UG degree in BTech/BArch,
Medical, Arts, Humanities and
Science. One has to clear the
entrance exam, group discussion
and personal interview. There is
no age limit to apply for this
course. 

Remuneration
This field has a good oppor-

tunity to get handsome salaries. A
postgraduate in international busi-
ness development from a reputed
institution can get the initial salary
offered range from �5 lakh to �8
lakh per annum and the designa-
tion will be as a business develop-
ment manager.
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The SRM Institute of Science and
Technology (SRMIST),
Kattankulathur in collaboration

with National Chung Cheng University
(CCU), Taiwan has come out with a Smart
Pandemic Prevention Technology. The
Taiwan-India Joint Collaboration Effort
has been made on alleviating the effects
of the ensuing global pandemic problem. 

CCU and SRMIST have shared smart
and advanced technologies resulting in the
implementation and deployment of the
Smart Pandemic Prevention System
(SPPS) which includes smart face recog-
nition, thermal body temperature moni-
toring and real-time social contact analy-
sis. 

A presentation of the results of the
“Taiwan-India Joint Collaboration in
Smart Pandemic Prevention System” was
held online, presided by Vice Chancellor
(Interim) of SRMIST Dr C
Muthamizchelvan and Pro-Vice
Chancellor (Medical and Health Science)
of SRMIST Lt Col Dr A Ravi Kumar along
with Dr Mu-Min Chen, Deputy
Representative of TECC, Dr CT Wang,
Director of Science and Technology,
TECC, Dr Chadaram Sivaji, Director of
International Bilateral Cooperation
Division, DST, India.

The Taipei Economic and Cultural

Center (TECC) and Taiwan Education
Center (TEC) had invited the Taiwan-
India Joint Research Center on Artificial
Intelligence organised by the National
Chung Cheng University (CCU) and IIT
Ropar along with the SRMIST to jointly
create a Smart Pandemic Prevention
System (SPPS) which is currently deployed
on the campuses of both CCU and
SRMIST, with the possibility of extending
it to hospitals and other hotspot areas
where pandemic prevention is of utmost
importance.

The system has four main features,
including automatic body monitoring and
recording, smart face recognition, along
with face mask recognition and social con-
tact analysis. Automatic body monitoring
was achieved using a thermal camera, but
the students and professors worked on
making the software checking more accu-
rate. This helped reduce the number of
employees that were needed for checking
body temperatures at each and every
entrance/exit on campus.

Face recognition adapted the latest
deep neural network model such as
MTCNN and MobileFacenet, with opti-
misations for Indian faces. Face tracking
was achieved using the SORT algorithm.
An edge-based version was also developed
on the Nvidia Jetson Nano board.
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Smart pandemic prevention technology
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Sergio Aguero, Manchester
City’s all-time leading scorer,

will be leaving the club when his
contract expires at the end of the
season, the team announced on
Monday.

Aguero dazzled
over an illustrious
decade-long spell at
City, winning the
Premier League
title four times,
the League Cup
on five occa-
sions, and the
FA Cup in
2018-19.

The 32-year-
old is likely to add to
his trophy cabinet
before he departs, as
City remain in the
hunt to win an
u npre c e d e nte d
quadruple.

“A huge sense of satisfac-
tion and pride remains in me
for having played with
Manchester City for a whole
10 seasons — unusual for a
professional player this day

and age,” Aguero wrote in a
statement.

“Ten seasons with
major achievements,
throughout which I
was able to become
the top historic
goalscorer and forg-
ing an indestruc-
tible bond with all
those who love this

club — people who
will always be in my

heart.”
Aguero famously

delivered City’s first
Premier League title on the
final day of the 2011-12
season with a 94th-
minute winner against
Queens Park Rangers.

The goal bumped crosstown rivals
Manchester United out of first place
on goal difference.

Commentator Martin Tyler’s
famous call of Aguero’s heroics
makes the rounds to this day.

But it is Aguero’s longevity as
City’s go-to striker that sets him
apart. The Argentine has scored 257
goals in 384 appearances since join-
ing City from Atletico Madrid in

2011, breaking Eric Brook’s 78-
year-old record in the process.
Among those tallies is a Premier
League-record 12 hat-tricks.

Aguero transformed into a com-
plete player upon Pep Guardiola’s
arrival in 2016, upping his intensi-
ty and contributing to the team’s
build-up play. But several injuries
have curtailed his contributions
over the past year. Aguero, who also
missed time with Covid-19, has
started just five matches in all com-
petitions this season.

Team chairman Khaldoon Al
Mubarak said a statue of Aguero
alongside former teammates David
Silva and Vincent Kompany will be
placed outside the Etihad Stadium.

It’s unclear where Aguero will
end up next. He previously expressed
a desire to return to Argentinian club
Independiente, where he started his
career, and he’s also been linked with
Barcelona, Paris Saint-Germain, and
Juventus. He’ll be available on a free
transfer.
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BENZEMA TO STAND TRIAL IN OCTOBER
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HARMANPREET KAUR TESTS COVID POSITIVE
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LEWANDOWSKI OUT FOR 4 WEEKS
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GASPERINI IS SERIE A COACH OF YEAR
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CHELSEA VS PORTO CL TIE IN SEVILLE
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BUMRAH STARTS PHYSICAL TRAINING
Mumbai: <�����	
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IPL auction’s most expensive buy
Chris Morris says leading the
Rajasthan Royals’ pace attack in the

absence of injured Jofra Archer in the
upcoming IPL will be an added respon-
sibility but it doesn’t change his role in
the team.

In a major blow to the Royals’ cam-
paign, pace spearhead Archer was
ruled out of the first half of the tour-
nament due to an elbow injury he suf-
fered during the recently concluded
England’s tour of India.

In his absence new-recruit Morris
is set to lead the fast-bowling attack.

“Every single team that I have
played in the IPL, my role has been with
the new ball and at the death. That
doesn’t really change. I have always had
fast bowlers in the team and I’ve been
there as supporting act,” Morris said at
a virtual press conference. “It won’t be
a new role if I am leading an attack,
won’t be new if I am supporting. There
is a little bit of responsibility when it
comes to leading the attack. But like I
said, it wouldn’t be able to be alien to
me,” he added.

Morris became the most expensive
buy in the IPL auction history with the
Royals shelling out �16.25 crore for the
South African all-rounder last month.

Talking about the pressure that
comes with such an expensive price tag,
Morris said, “I think it’s natural to have
a little bit of a pressure when something
like that has happened. I’d be lying to
you if there wasn’t any pressure but for-
tunately enough in the past, I have been
coming in with quite a big price tag on
my head.

“At the end of the day, you need to
perform, no matter what the price tag
is.”

Morris feels his role in the team is
different to that of fellow all-rounder
Ben Stokes, who he feels possess the
“magic touch in cricket”.

“I think we have got different roles
Stokes opens the batting. He is one of
the best in the world if not the best. My
role is to finish off games with the bat
which I hope I can do more of this year.

“With the ball it’s different I think
he bowled a lot less in the IPL last year
than he did in the previous years. But
the guy has got the magic touch when
it comes to cricket. So, you know, if we
feeding off each other in our different

roles on the team, you know, I think we
could be quite a quite an interesting duo
to come up against,” Morris said.

The Royals have a new skipper in
Sanju Samson this year. Morris, who
has shared the dressing room with the
26-year-old in the IPL before, feels as
someone who keeps wickets and also
fields, the Indian will have to a lot to
offer while leading the side. “I’m obvi-
ously quite lucky I’ve got a very good
relationship with Sanju, I have batted
with him at Rajasthan and in Delhi. I
don’t see him as a young captain, I see
him as seriously good cricket player,
who has got a great cricket brain.

“For a guy who can keep wickets
and field he has seen different angles,
different approaches from the back and
the side. So, you know, I’m sure it’s got
some good ideas, I’m sure it’s got some
interesting things that we can discuss
when it comes to tactics and to what the
plans are.”

Humbled to have gone for such a
high price tag, Morris said that seeing
so many teams interested in his services
is a confidence booster.

“I didn’t expect to be bought for that
much and so many teams to employ my
services. It’s humbling, I never thought
I’d be playing these many IPLs.”

The 33-year-old is firmly focussed
on winning the IPL.

“Whether T20 World Cup or not it’s
going to be a very important season.
Your main focus is to win the IPL. It’s
the second biggest trophy, if not the
biggest in the year without a World
Cup, you want to win as a domestic
cricketer.”
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Steve Smith is interested in
becoming Australia skipper

once again if the opportunity
comes but head coach Justin
Langer has made it clear that
the position is not available
right now.

The 31-year-old Smith
served a one-year ban from
playing and was disqualified
from leading Australia for
two years because of his role
in the 2018 ball-tampering
scandal in a Test against South
Africa.

“I’ve certainly had a lot of
time to think about it and I
guess now I’ve got to a point
where if the opportunity did
come up again I would be
keen,” Smith told News Corp.

Langer, however, said that
the Australian captaincy is
currently not available.

“We have two very good
captains and two important
competitions coming up — an

Ashes and a T20 World Cup.
Our future looks good,” he was
quoted as saying by ABC Sport.

“Despite the media chatter
there is no captaincy position
available,” the coach added.

According to the report,
the board of Cricket Australia
will determine whether Smith
can return to captaincy at its
next meeting.

“If it was what Cricket
Australia wanted and it was
what was best for the team at
the time, it’s certainly some-
thing I would be interested in
now, that’s for sure,” Smith
said.

Smith acknowledged that
the scandal will forever be
attached to his name and he
has made peace with the dam-

age it caused to his career and
reputation. He will, however,
not let it get in the way of
assuming leadership again.

“I’m always going to have
to live with Cape Town
regardless of whether I lead
again or not. It’s always there,”
he said.

“I’ve been through all that
now. Time keeps moving for-
ward, and I’ve learnt so much
the last few years about myself
and grown as a human being.

“I feel as though I’d be in
a better place if the opportu-
nity did come up. If it doesn’t,
that’s fine as well and I’d sup-
port whoever is in charge the
same way I’ve supported (Test
captain) Tim (Paine) and
Finchy (ODI captain Aaron
Finch).”

Paine has been under fire
ever since Australia lost a
high-stakes Test series to an
injury-plagued India earlier
this year. Finch, on the other
hand, has turned 34. 
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New Zealand beat Bangladesh by 28
runs in the rain-affected second T20

on Tuesday and took a winning 2-0 lead
in the three-match series.

Sent in by Bangladesh, New Zealand
was 173-5 in the 18th over when its
innings was cut short by rain. Bangladesh
was set a revised winning target of 170
from 16 overs under the Duckworth
Lewis system and finished on 142-7.

The series win was New Zealand’s
seventh at home this season; four of those
were in T20s, two in Tests, and one in
ODIs.

Amid bizarre scenes, Bangladesh
began before match referee Jeff Crowe
officially calculated its revised total. The
umpires stopped the match with
Bangladesh 12-0 after 1.3 overs, waiting
for official notification of the new target.

There was a long delay while Crowe
worked feverishly at his computer. At one
point he had what appeared to be an
angry exchange with Bangladesh coach
Russell Domingo.

Bangladesh at times looked on pace
to succeed in what would have been an
extraordinary chase which required
them to score mostly at 12 runs per over.

Soumya Sarkar made a half-century
from 25 balls and added 81 for the sec-

ond wicket with Mohammad Naim (38)
to raise the hopes of the touring team.

Soumya fell to Southee for 51 in the
11th over and Bangladesh's task became
insurmountable.

Phillips dismissed Naim and the
speedster Milne returned to bowl
Mahmudullah and Afif Hossain in the
14th over. Bangladesh slumped from 123-
3 to 126-6.

Earlier, New Zealand’s innings moved
in fits and starts, propelled at the end by
Phillips who made an unbeaten 58 from
31 balls — his 50 from 27 deliveries —
and Daryl Mitchell, who made 34 from
16.
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Former US Open champion
Bianca Andreescu prevailed

over in-form Garbine Muguruza
3-6, 6-3, 6-2 to reach the Miami
Open quarter-finals on Monday
while reigning US and
Australian Open champion
Naomi Osaka extended her win
streak to 23 matches by defeat-

ing Belgian 16th seed Elise
Mertens 6-3, 6-3.

Top-ranked defending
champion Ashleigh Barty bat-
tled into the quarter-finals by
outlasting former world No 1
Victoria Azarenka 6-1, 1-6, 6-2
while Ukraine’s fifth-seeded
Elina Svitolina rallied to defeat
Czech ninth seed Petra Kvitova
2-6, 7-5, 7-5.

Second seed Osaka will next
face Greek 23rd seed Maria
Sakkari, who outlasted US 29th
seed Jessica Pegula 6-4, 2-6, 7-
6 (8/6).

While Barty, who had to
save a match point on the way
to a three-set victory over
Kristina Kucova in the second
round, plays next against sev-
enth seed Aryna Sabalenka,
who downed Czech 19th seed
Marketa Vondrousova 6-1, 6-2.

On the men’s side, second
seed Stefanos Tsitsipas defeated
28th seed Kei Nishikori 6-3, 3-
6, 6-1 after an hour and 56 min-
utes to reach the last 16.

Russian fourth seed Andrey
Rublev routed 29th seed Marton
Fucsovics 6-2, 6-1, to reach the
fourth round.

The 23-year-old from
Moscow will next face Croatia’s
32-year-old Marin Cilic, the
world number 45 who beat
Italy’s 19-year-old Lorenzo
Musetti 6-3, 6-4.
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India should stick to the experienced
opening combination of Rohit Sharma and

Shikhar Dhawan in the T20 World Cup, feels
former selector Sarandeep Singh, calling the
duo the “best option” despite skipper Virat
Kohli’s recent interest in the slot.

Sarandeep, whose term ended with
India’s historic win in Australia earlier this
year said: “It was surprising. He (Dhawan)
did well in the IPL, he did well in Australia.
Whenever he plays he performs. He is men-
tally very strong. May be they want to try out
options but in my view the left-hand right-
hand combination of Rohit and Dhawan is
the best option for the India at World Cup.” 

“You can’t judge him on basis of one
match. He did well in ODIs after that. The
IPL will decide a lot of the team. There are
no easy places in the team. Ishan Kishan too
will need to do exceptionally well to make
the team,” he added.

He also said that K L Rahul should con-
tinue keeping in the ODIs and the in-form
Rishabh Pant will have to wait for his turn
when Shreyas Iyer returns.

Sarandeep also believes there is no
place for Krunal Pandya in the ODI team if
Hardik is not bowling.
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An accident while cleaning his fish
tank was the cause of Jofra Archer’s

hand injury that troubled him during
the series against India along with an
elbow issue and a glass fragment was
found lodged in the England pacer’s
right middle finger that had to be oper-
ated.

England’s director of cricket Ashley
Giles made this revelation while giving
an update on Archer, who underwent
the surgery on Monday. 

“They (surgeons) have operated
and I think they found a small fragment
of glass still in attendance. It obvious-
ly healed but there was part of the fish
tank still in his finger,” Giles said on
BBC’s Tuffers and Vaughan show.

“This is going to sound like an
awful conspiracy ... But it’s true.”

Archer suffered a cut on his right
hand’s middle finger in the accident that
took place at his home at Hove in
January prior to the tour of India.

The finger healed sufficiently for
Archer to take part in both the Test and
T20I legs of the tour but the England
management decided it would be pru-
dent to investigate the wound proper-
ly after he flew home ahead of the three-
match ODI series to undergo treatment
on a long-term elbow injury.
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Explosive Indian wicket-keep-
er batsman Rishabh Pant on

Tuesday was appointed as the
Delhi Capitals captain for the
upcoming edition of Indian
Premier League. 

Pant will step in as captain
for the 14th edition of the tour-
nament, for the injured Shreyas
Iyer, who hurt his left shoulder
during the recently concluded
India-England ODI series.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, Shreyas Iyer said, “When
I sustained the shoulder injury,
and Delhi Capitals needed a
leader for this edition of the IPL,
I had no doubt that Rishabh
would be the best man for the
job. He has all my good wishes
to make amazing things happen
with our absolutely incredible
team.”

On his new role, Rishabh
Pant said, “Delhi is where I grew
up, and where my IPL journey

began six years ago. To lead this
team one day is a dream I’ve
always harbored. And today, as
that dream comes true, I feel
humbled. With an amazing
coaching staff, and a plethora of
accomplished seniors around
me, I can’t wait to give my
absolute best for Delhi Capitals.”

Meanwhile, head coach
Ricky Ponting said, “The previ-
ous two seasons under Shreyas’
leadership have been incredible,
and the results speak for them-

selves. This is a tremendous
opportunity for young Rishabh,
who is coming off successful
stints against Australia and
England which will no doubt
give him the confidence need-
ed to take on a new role that
comes with a lot more respon-
sibility. The coaching group is
excited to work with him.”

This will be Rishabh Pant’s
debut as IPL captain. The 23-
year-old has captained Delhi’s
state team in the past.
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