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The first day of the second
part of the Budget Session

of Parliament was virtually
washed out due to the uproar
created by the Opposition over
fuel price rise.

In the Rajya Sabha, while
the Congress wanted a discus-
sion right away on the issue,
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
did not allow and said the mat-
ter could be raised during
debate on the appropriation Bill
in the coming days.

In the Lok Sabha, members
of the Congress, the Shiv Sena,
the Indian Union Muslim
League gave adjournment
motion notices over the con-
tinuous rise in petrol, diesel
and LPG prices. After Speaker
Om Birla rejected notices of
adjournment motion moved by
Opposition members over the
issue, they started raising 
slogans.

Birla appealed to protesting
members several times to let
the House function so that
women members can raise
their issues on International
Women’s Day, but as the din
continued around 5.15 pm, he
adjourned the Lok Sabha till 7
pm.

The Congress made its
intentions clear on disrupting
the proceedings as soon as the
Rajya Sabha met for the first
day of the second half of the
Budget Session. The newly-
elected Leader of Opposition
and senior Congress leader

Mallikarjun Kharge raised the
issue and sought a discussion
on the “burning issue.”

“This is very important
issue and it is a burning subject.
Throughout the country, peo-
ple are agitated,” Kharge said.
Petrol prices touched nearly
�100 a litre while diesel rates
were more than �80 per litre
and LPG prices also increased,
he said adding the Government
had collected �21 lakh crore by
putting excise duty and cess on
petroleum products.

He said farmers and peo-
ple were suffering because of
rise in prices but the Chairman
did not allow his notice under
Rule 267 to suspend business
for the day and discuss the
issue.

Naidu reiterated that the
members will get ample oppor-
tunity to put the Government
on the mat on the issue during
the forthcoming debates. 

Continued on Page 11
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ADelhi court on Monday
convicted Ariz Khan for

the murder of Delhi Police
Inspector Mohan Chand
Sharma and other offences in
connection with the 2008 Batla
House encounter. Khan is
allegedly associated with the
terror outfit Indian
Mujahideen. The court will
pronounce the quantum of
sentence on March 15.

Additional Sessions Judge
Sandeep Yadav said the evi-
dence produced by the prose-
cution duly proved the case
beyond reasonable doubt.

The judge said it is “duly
proved that Ariz Khan and his
associates caused murder of
police official and fired gunshot
on the police official.”

The judge further said
Khan managed to flee and did
not appear before court despite
being declared a proclaimed
offender. “The evidence
adduced on record, including
ocular, documentary and sci-
entific, prosecution has proved
beyond reasonable doubt that
Khan along with accomplices
with common intention

obstructed inspector Sharma in
discharge of public function,”
the court said.

“Khan, along with his
accomplices, also fired gun-
shots at head constables
Balwant and Balvir Singh,” the
court further said. The court
also asked the Investigating
Officer (IO) to ascertain the
financial position of the convict
to decide on the amount of
compensation to be given to
the victim’s family.

Inspector Sharma of the
Special Cell of Delhi was mar-
tyred during the 2008 Batla

House encounter in Jamia
Nagar in south Delhi.

In 2013, Shahzad Ahmed
and Khan had escaped the
Batla House shootout while
two of their accomplices, Atif
Amin and Mohammed Sajid,
were killed during the
shootout. A third, Mohammed
Saif, was arrested. 

Delhi Police Inspector
Mohan Chand Sharma lost his
life while two other officers
were injured.

Later, Shahzad Ahmed was
also arrested and a trial court
in July 2013 had sentenced
Indian Mujahideen terrorist
Ahmed to life imprisonment in
connection with the case. His
appeal against the trial court’s
verdict has been pending in the
High Court.

Khan, a native of
Azamgarh, was arrested by the
Delhi Police’s Special Cell in
February 2018.
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The Budget Session of
Parliament is likely to be

cut short and may conclude
before the first phase of elec-
tions on March 27, while the
two Houses will resume their
normal timing of 11 am
onwards from Tuesday, sources
said.

Several parties had request-
ed that the session, which was
originally scheduled to con-
tinue till April 8, be curtailed
due to the Assembly elections
in four States and one Union
Territory being held between
March 27 and April 29.

While Rajya Sabha

Chairperson M Venkaiah
Naidu announced the new tim-
ings for the Upper House this
morning on the first day of the
second part of the Budget
Session, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla made a similar

announcement in the Lower
House. Birla said Lok Sabha
members would also sit in gal-
leries, apparently to maintain
distancing norms.

Keeping in mind the social
distancing norms due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, both
Houses were meeting in two
shifts since the Monson
Session, with Rajya Sabha
meeting in the first half of the
day and Lok Sabha in the sec-
ond half. There was no Winter
Session of Parliament due to
the pandemic. Some Rajya
Sabha members were sitting in
Lok Sabha chambers to adhere
to distancing norms. 

Continued on Page 11
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Lucknow (PTI): Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Monday said whenever
society discriminates against its
own people, a distorted form of
it like Maoism in Nepal is wit-
nessed.

Addressing an event held
to mark International Women’s
Day, the CM said the question
remains why there is a dis-
crimination against women
and could solutions be found
by remaining confined to the
formality of holding pro-
grammes on the day.

Referring to the Tharu
community, Adityanath said it
was deprived of facilities even
after the Independence of the
country.

Once central and state gov-
ernment schemes started
reaching them, the communi-
ty joined the mainstream and
started contributing to society,
he said. “The same communi-
ty turned Maoist in Nepal and
disrupted arrangements there,”
he said.

“When society discrimi-
nates against its own people,
then a distorted form of it like
Maoism in Nepal is seen,” the
CM said.

Referring to his govern-
ment’s efforts to ensure inclu-
sive growth, the chief minister
said, “We included products
made by the Tharu tribe under
the ‘One District, One Product’
scheme in Lakhimpur Kheri

and I am happy that it is get-
ting national and internation-
al recognition.”

The CM claimed that his
government has worked for the
uplift of women and said
Mission Shakti was launched
for their empowerment.

According to an official
statement, the chief minister
also held a dialogue with lead-
ing women from different fields
and assured them that the
Centre and the state govern-
ment are committed to the
empowerment of women for
which various schemes are
being run. The chief minister
also awarded Mission Shakti
Puraskar to 11 women and
inaugurated several schemes.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday said its observation

during the hearing last week in
a bail matter in a rape case were
“completely misreported” and
added that it has the “highest
respect” for women and wom-
anhood.

The comments — on
International Women’s Day —
come in the wake of recent crit-
icism against the Supreme Court

that it had purportedly asked a
rape accused whether he would
marry the victim, who was a
minor when the crime was com-
mitted and has turned major
now.

“We asked are you going to
marry? We didn’t ask him to
marry” a bench headed by Chief
Justice SA Bobde said, adding it
had asked this to the man, in the
context of the case.  

“The fact of the matter is that
we have the highest respect for

women,” said the bench, also
comprising Justices AS Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian. 

The observations by the
bench were made while it was
hearing another case, a plea by a
14-year-old pregnant rape sur-
vivor seeking permission to abort
the foetus of 26 weeks.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who was appearing in the
matter, said that the observation
by the bench last week was
reported out of context.
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In an unprecedented decision,
the Election Commission of

India has declared all the booths
for the first phase of elections in
five districts of Bankura, Purulia,
Jhargram and East and West
Midnapore in West Bengal as
sensitive. This implies that all the
10,228 booths will have at least
4-8 Central forces jawans
deployed, sources said, adding
the EC has already banned “civic
volunteers” or “green police”
appointed by the State
Government on a temporary
basis from manning the polls.

The first phase — of the 8-
phase elections — for 10 seats will
take place on March 27. 

Reacting to the EC’s decision
to deploy Central forces in all the
booths, Bengal Minister Tapas
Roy said, “We respect the EC’s
decision… they have the power
to do so and they are doing
accordingly … but the point is
decisions should not be one-
sided and favouring any one
party.”

Meanwhile, more Trinamool
Congress leaders quit the ruling
party either “feeling insulted” at
not being given a ticket or getting
“inspired” by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership
ahead of the Assembly polls.

Sonali Guha, former Bengal
Assembly Deputy Speaker and a
trusted lieutenant of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for
many decades, on Monday left
the ruling outfit along with other
outgoing Legislators Dependu
Biswas of Basirhat and Jatu Lahiri
of Howrah. 

Continued on Page11
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Lucknow (PNS): When
the entire nation was celebrat-
ing International Women’s
Day and organising pro-
grammes to honour the
females, a senior office-bear-
er of the minority cell of
Uttar Pradesh Congress open-
ly humiliated a woman leader
here on Monday.

The woman leader is also
a leading social activist of the
city.

The leader forced the
senior female colleague to
step down from the dais dur-
ing a programme organised by
UP Congress Committee
minority cell to felicitate some
women for their work on
Monday morning.

Surprisingly, the insult to
the woman leader was made
in the Congress when
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is in-
charge of party affairs in Uttar
Pradesh and the programme
was being held on UPCC
campus and party state pres-
ident Ajay Kumar Lallu was
also there.

Upset with the humilia-
tion, that too during Women's
Day function, the leader, who
also went to jail during the
anti-CAA protest in the state,
reportedly made a complaint
to Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
and sought action.

The party claimed to have
felicitated 100 working
women in the function.

Meanwhile, when
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is
leaving no stone unturned in
Uttar Pradesh to revive the
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said here on

Monday that his government
was committed to ensuring
the empowerment, dignity and
safety of women and therefore
it had given thrust to pro-
women, pro-rural and pro-
poor initiatives in the state.

In his congratulatory mes-
sage to women on the occasion
of International Women’s Day,
the chief minister said that they
were the architect of society.

“She establishes the institu-
tion of family, builds home,

brings up children and makes
them good citizens. Her
strength in totality contributes
in the making of an ideal fam-
ily, an ideal society and an ideal
state,” he said.

Elaborating on the govern-
ment schemes, Yogi Adityanath
said the Mukhya Mantri Kanya
Sumangala Yojana had played
a vital role in encouraging the
birth of daughters in the state
and had successfully ensured
the welfare of women.

“The government has not
only worked to improve the
existing condition of women in
the state but has also taken sev-

eral measures to ensure effec-
tive implementation of the
women-centric schemes of the
government, he said.

The Kanya Sumangala
scheme has been formulated in
a way which ensures that par-
ents take proper care of the girl
child with respect to her health
and education and other
aspects as it provides a fund of
Rs 15,000 to every family where
a girl child is born. The amount
is released to the family in a
phased manner in installments
at the time of birth, vaccination,
admission to classes 1, 5, 9 and
graduation. The state govern-

ment has executed the scheme
successfully to achieve its goal
of providing a bright future to
the daughters of the state.
More than 6.53 lakh female stu-
dents in primary, upper prima-
ry, secondary and higher edu-
cation have availed immediate
benefits under this scheme.

In addition to this, the
government has successfully
reached out to the schools and
colleges in all the 75 districts to
directly connect the eligible
girls to this golden scheme,
Deputy Director, Women
Welfare, Ashutosh Kumar
Singh, said.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
took part in the video conference of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi which was held in con-
nection with the first meeting of the national
committee constituted to commemorate the
75th anniversary of India’s independence.

This commemoration, named the ‘Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence’, will continue for the
next 75 weeks. The festival will begin on March
12, 2021.

In his address through video conferencing,
the prime minister said that the goal of this
event was to make people understand the
importance of India's freedom and freedom
struggle.

“The young generation has to be informed
about the freedom movement. This is to con-
nect the youth. This event has to be given the
shape of a movement,” he said.

The prime minister said that this event was
very important for the country. He said that all
efforts would be made to make this event a fes-
tival of the people.

“It should be a festival in which the
struggle for freedom is experienced. This
event will reflect the pride of Sanatan India. It
will also develop the concept of celebrating
100 years of independence in the year 2047,” he
said.

The prime minister said that through this
event, stories of unknown fighters of freedom
struggle would also be taken to the people.

It is worth mentioning that on the occasion
of the 75th anniversary of Independence, a state
level organising committee has been constitut-

ed for the state level Amrit Mahotsav under the
chairmanship of the governor. The executive
committee has been constituted under the chair-
manship of the chief minister. The state gov-
ernment has prepared a grand plan for the com-
memoration.

During the video conferencing, Chief
Secretary RK Tiwari, Additional Chief Secretary
(Information and MSME) Navneet Sehgal,
Additional Chief Secretary (Revenue) Renuka
Kumar, Additional Chief Secretary (Secondary
Education) Aradhana Shukla, Additional Chief

Secretary (Youth Welfare) Dimple Verma,
Principal Secretary to Chief Minister and
Information Sanjay Prasad and Principal
Secretary (Culture and Tourism) Mukesh
Kumar Meshram and other senior officials were
present.

Lucknow (PNS): An audio
call clip threatening to kill
Bharatiya Janata Party MLA
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In a brutal double-murder on the
eve of Women's Day, a woman

and her daughter were hacked to
death while a kin was injured when
a lovesick youth barged into their
house and attacked them with a
sharp-edged weapon late Sunday
night.

The incident took place in
Jarar locality of Bah in Agra. Five
police teams have been formed to
nab the killer.

Reports said that Sharada Devi
(50) was sleeping in her room
with her daughter Kamini (19)
when the accused, Govind, entered
the house and stabbed her and her
daughter late Sunday night.

On hearing their screams,
Vimlesh, the elder daughter-in-
law of Sharda Devi, rushed to their
room but she too was attacked with
the knife by the accused.

The locals also rushed to the
house on hearing the commotion
but by then the assailant managed
to flee.

All the victims were rushed to
hospital where Sharada Devi and
Kamini were pronounced dead

while the condition of Vimlesh was
stated to be critical.

Senior police officials, includ-
ing IG Satish Ganesh and SSP
Bablu Kumar, reached the scene of
crime and a forensic team was
called in to collect evidence. A dog
squad was called to trace the
accused.

Ganesh told reporters that the
accused was in love with the daugh-
ter of Sharada Devi but she did not
respond to his love. To get rid of
him, Sharda Devi had fixed her
daughter's marriage with another
youth and two weeks back her
engagement ceremony took place.
This had provoked the accused to
kill both.

The police official said that the
accused would be arrested soon.

The bodies were sent for post-
mortem.

In Sant Kabir Nagar, the body
of an unknown woman was found
inside a gunny bag lying in Kuwano
river in Saakhi hamlet of Dhanghata
on Monday morning.

Some local residents who spot-
ted the body informed the local
police about it. The cops later sent
the body for post-mortem.

The police said the girl was
probably killed and her body was
stuffed in the bag and thrown in the
river. She was wearing a pink T-
shirt and a mud colour salwar.

Efforts are on to find out the
identify the victim so that the
killers could be traced and arrest-
ed.

Meanwhile, in a shocking inci-
dent, a 15-year-old girl was alleged-
ly raped by a 16-year-old boy when
she was returning home from
school in Fatehpur district.

Inspector in-charge (SSI) of the
Hathgam police station Ashish
Singh said the incident occurred on
Wednesday and an FIR was lodged
on Friday.

He said the victim, a class 9 stu-
dent, was returning home from
school when a class 10 student of
the same school, who is also her
neighbour, allegedly caught hold of
her and forcibly took her to a near-
by forest area and raped her.

The SSI said the accused
minor student was held and
would be produced before a juve-
nile court. The girl was sent to a
government hospital for medical
examination.
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With sugarcane arrears continuing to be a
major issue, especially in the politically

sensitive western Uttar Pradesh, the Central gov-
ernment along with NITI Aayog has started
working on a mechanism to create a price sta-
bilisation fund. This fund will address the prob-
lem of sugarcane arrears faced by the farmers.

The details of the fund are yet to be worked
out. The fund is proposed to compensate the
cane growers in years of low price. The Centre
has also suggested tweaking the C Rangarajan
formula of revenue sharing, based on sugar
recovery levels.

The creation of the fund and the revenue
sharing formula are relevant for Uttar Pradesh
as the state is faced with galloping sugarcane and
sugar production and arrears of the cane grow-
ers.

Due to excess sugar production and slump
in demand for sugar, the UP government has
not announced any significant hike in State
Advisory Price (SAP) of sugarcane for the last
three seasons. The sugarcane production dur-
ing the last season 2019-20 was over 1.2 crore
metric tons and this year the sugar production
is likely to be more than that of last season.
Though the Yogi Adityanath government has
ensured payment of over Rs 1.25 lakh to the cane
growers during the last four years, the cane
arrears problem remains.

The revenue sharing formula had suggest-
ed fixing sugarcane price at 70 per cent of the
revenue realised from the sale of sugar and its
byproducts and 75 per cent from the revenue
realised if only sugar was taken into consider-
ation for calculation.

A formula for incentivising farmers who
grow sugarcane with a higher-than-average

recovery rate, along with staggered cane pay-
ment schedule is also being looked into.
Recovery rate is the amount of sugar extracted
from sugarcane. Higher the quantum of sugar
derived from sugarcane, greater the productiv-
ity of the sugar mill.

Sources said the first meeting of the panel
constituted to look into various issues pertain-
ing to the sugar sector was held recently. The
sources said discussions were also held on the
shape and structure of the price stabilisation
fund. The panel has sought the views of differ-
ent stakeholders and ministries, along with the
modalities of payment of cane price to the farm-
ers in installments. The ministries of agricul-
ture, food, commence, finance and petroleum,
NITI Aayog and representatives of all sugarcane
growing states are part of the panel.

On the price stabilisation fund, sources said
such a fund was mooted to bridge the gap

between fair and remunerative price (FRP) and
the liability of the sugar mills based on the rev-
enue sharing formula.  

In UP, the SAP is determined by the state
government while rest of the states follow the
FRP determined by the Centre.

To ensure farmers are not deprived in case
of lower FRP, the NITI Aayog has recommend-
ed a special price stabilisation fund. The
Agriculture Cost and Price Commission had
earlier also recommended the setting up of a
price stabilisation fund. The Commission every
year determines the minimum support price for
wheat, paddy and 20 other crops.

The sources, however, added that details
about the funds were yet to be worked out. They
said the revenue sharing formula was likely to
be implemented from the next sugarcane
crushing season 2021-22. UP also goes to polls
in early 2022.
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NOTICE

I, Nakshatra Tomar hereby
declare that my father's name
appears incorrectly as JK
Tomar in my Year 2019 ICSE
Highschool marksheet UID
6984040, Index no.
1196318/064. His actual name
for all purposes is Jitendra
Kumar Tomar.
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NOTICE

It is for the information that i
have lost my marksheets of
class 10th,12th & B.tech
degree also. enrollment no.
T/4207/020, B/8681/004 and
2012/971. Any misuse of them
will be illegal. Aishwarya gupta
D/o shri pankaj gupta R/o
14/87 civil lines kanpur.

NOTICE

I have changed my name
spelling from Radhika Khemka
to Radhica Khemka. In future,
I should be known Radhica
Khemka W/o Shri Sharat
Khemka R/o 6/31 E, Parvati
Bagla Road, Kanpur-208002

NOTICE

My Name is shown in High
School Marksheet as Amit
Kumar Dixit. Now I have
changed my name as Amit
Dixit. Hereinafter I shall be
known and identified as Amit
Dixit- H. No.: 406-B, Kajikhera,
Lal Bangla, Kanpur Nagar.

NOTICE

Due to mistake in some docu-
ments my name written
Mohammad Zaheer S/o
Mushtaq Mirza, D.O.B.
1.1.1959 whereas my correct
name is Zaheer Ahmad Beg
S/o Mushtaq Ahmad Beg,
D.O.B. 14-12-1968 please cor-
rect accordingly. Address 400/3
Abdul Aziz Road, Jhawai Tola,
Lucknow.

NOTICE

Notify that I have changed my
name from Alok Kumar Singh
to Alok Singh S/o Surindra
Singh for al l  purposes.
448/119/88A Nagaria
Thakurganj, Lucknow. U.P.
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NOTICE
I the Advocate Pradeep Yadav on behalf of
Pushpendra kumar solanki s/o Ram Prakash
Singh Solanki R/o H. No.18/121 Karam Chari
Nagar P.A.C Road Kanpur inform to all that
Pushpendra kumar solanki s/o Ram Prakash
Singh Solanki has offered to Mortgage the con-
cerned private plot No. 7 having area 55.5 sq
mts. part of Arazi No.1363 situated in Gram
Daheli Sujanpur Pargana & Teh. & Distt.
Kanpur Nagar. It is said by Pushpendra kumar
solanki s/o Ram Prakash Singh Solanki that
the concerned afore said private plot No.7 of
original sale deed dated 02.12.2010 execut-
ed by Mangala Sahakri Awas Samiti L.t.d.
Kanpru through Sachiv Rajendra Singh s/o
Jamuna Prasad in favour of Vatan Kumar
Sonkar s/o Bal Govind Sonkar of the afore said
Plot which is duly registered in the office of sub-
Registrar Zone-3 Kanpur Nagar in Bahi No.1
zild No.10697 on pages 89-108 SL No.12544
is really last somewhere ales. It has been
informed dated 04.03.2021 with the Lost Article
Information Report U.P. Police, L.A.R.
No.134987/2021. If any person or financial
institute has any claim with under signed advo-
cate within 15 days from publication of the
notice, failing which will be presumed that pro-
posed mortgage is free from Encumbrances
& my Client L.I.C, H.F.L Kanpur Nagar will be
free to process further accordingly. 

Pradeep Yadav, Advocate L.I.C, H.F.L. 
Kanpur Nagar Mo.9935712367

NOTICE
I the Advocate Pradeep Yadav on behalf of
Sudheer Singh Gautam s/o Late Sughar Singh
R/o Mohalla Ajeet Nagar P.S. friends colony
Etawah Distt. Etawah inform to all that
Sudheer Singh Gautam s/o Late Sughar Singh
has offered to Mortgage the concerned private
plot having area 144.98 sq mts. part of Arazi
No.532 situated in Mohalla Bheem Nagar
Pargana & Teh. & Distt. Etawah. It is said by
Sudheer Singh Gautam s/o Late Sughar Singh
that the concerned afore said private plot of
original sale deed dated 08.01.1998 execut-
ed by Manphool Singh s/o Buddhu & Ram
Dulare s/o Ram Dayal & Sone Lal s/o Girvar
Singh in favour of Subhash Chandra Gautam
s/o Ram Krishna of the afore said Plot which
is duly registered in the office of subRegistrar
Etawah in Bahi No.1 zild No.1190 on pages
265-292 SL No.64 is really last somewhere
ales. It has been informed dated 02.03.2021
with the Under Police Station friend's colony
Distt. Etawah. If any person or financial insti-
tute has any claim with under signed advocate
within 15 days from publication of the notice,
failing which will be presumed that proposed
mortgage is free from Encumbrances & my
Client L.I.C, H.F.LAgra-2 will be free to process
further accordingly. 

Pradeep Yadav, Advocate L.I.C, H.F.L. 
Agra office-2 Mo.9935712367 

NOTICE
I the Advocate Pradeep Yadav on behalf of
Sunil Kumar s/o Yaduveer Singh R/o H. No.165
near Prathmik Swasth Kendra Kakvan Kanpur
Nagar inform to all that Sunil Kumar s/o
Yaduveer Singh has offered to Mortgage the
concerned private plot No.46 having area
104.51 sq mts. part of Arazi No.247 situated
in Gram Mohamadpur Pargana & Teh. & Distt.
Kanpur Nagar. It is said by Sunil Kumar s/o
Yaduveer Singh that the concerned afore said
private plot No.46 of original sale deed dated
12.09.2013 executed by Amit Kumar s/o Raju
in favour of Ramesh Singh Yadav s/o Late
Mevalal of the afore said Plot No.46 which is
duly registered in the office of subRegistrar
Kanpur Nagar in Bahi No.1 zild No.6216 on
pages 199-224 SL No.5625 is really last some-
where ales. It has been informed dated 06-
03.2021 with the Lost Article Information Report
U.P. Police, L.A.R. No.140845/2021. If any per-
son or financial institute has any claim with
under signed advocate within 15 days from
publication of the notice, failing which will be
presumed that proposed mortgage is free from
Encumbrances & my Client L.I.C, H.F.L
Kanpur Nagar will be free to process further
accordingly. 

Pradeep Yadav, Advocate L.I.C, H.F.l. 
Kanpur Nagar Mo.9935712367 

Dinanath Bhaskar from Aurai
assembly constituency in
Bhadohi district went viral on
Monday.

After the audio clip was
brought to the notice of the
police, the local cops swung
into action to nab the culprit.
However, no case was regis-
tered as the matter is still
under investigation.

The caller is alleged to
have threatened to shoot the
MLA if any harm was caused
to his son who, the caller
claimed, was missing.

Reports said that one
Dhirendra Dubey, claiming to
be a native of Shahpur, made
a call to the MLA and accused
him of kidnapping his son.
Dubey reportedly said if any
harm was caused to his son, he
would not spare the MLA
and kill him.

When the MLA said he
did not understand what the
caller wanted to say, the caller
again said that his son was
missing since the last 24 hours
and if any harm was done to
his son, he would get him
(MLA) killed.

The caller even abused the
ADG.

In the audio clip, the MLA
is repeatedly heard asking the
caller of the entire incident but
he continues to issue life
threats. The audio clip was
made viral on social media by
the MLA's supporters.

Aurai in-charge inspector
Shrikant Rai said the case
was being investigated.
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party before the 2022
assembly polls, the decision of
the party’s state unit has
confused the rank and file lead-
ing to bickering among the
leaders of  the Lucknow City
Congress.

Congress appointed
Lucknow city president Mukesh
Singh Chauhan on December
24, 2019, who led or coordinat-
ed all the party activities during
the lockdown period. However,
the bickering started when Lallu
first appointed Ajay Srivastava
‘Ajju’ and later Dilpreet Singh as
president of Lucknow (North)
and Lucknow (South) respec-
tively.

After posting Dilpreet, the
UPCC issued a press release
claiming that posting of Dilpreet
was made against Mukesh, after
removing the latter. However,
confusion arose that besides
Lucknow North and South, who
would lead the party in the rest
part of the city as Mukesh was
incharge of the whole city.

Though no official clarifica-
tion has been issued so far but
some senior leaders claim that
soon three more presidents,
one each for Lucknow East,
West and Central, will be
announced.  
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LUCKNOW (PNS):
A company duped
several job-seekers
by promising them
jobs and facilitating
them visas. Police
swung into action
only after the vic-
tims of fraud
marched to the
police station, draw-
ing media attention
to their plight. On
Monday, a huge
number of youths
assembled at the
office of the firm and later moved towards the police
station. A police team tried to counsel the protest-
ers. Later, a case was registered in this connection
and a probe started. “We have received complaints
that that firm collected money from people by
promising them jobs abroad. Owners of the firm have
reportedly gone missing. We are trying to identify
and track them,” the police said. The office was being
run in a rented shop. The firm promised jobs and
work visas for Gulf and European countries. People
who approached the firm were charged Rs 10,000
to 50,000 in the name of processing their applica-
tions. Later, the owners of the firm went untraceable.
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Arailway employee allegedly shot
dead his wife in a fit of rage at his

house in Para on Monday morning over
being asked to quit drinking. The vic-
tim was identified as Rakhi Mishra aka
Ruby of Shahjahanpur. She had married
Anupam Mishra of Jalalpur Baghia in
Para in 2005. Police detained the accused
and also seized a single-barrel handgun
from his possession. Anupam is present-
ly posted in Unchahar district and is
staying in Lucknow these days.

As per reports, Anupam had been
consuming alcohol and smoking ciga-
rettes for the last three days following
some difference with his wife.

On Monday morning, Rakhi asked
Anupam to quit drinking. It led to a ver-
bal spat during which Anupam picked
up his gun and shot her wife. The bul-
let pierced through her head. Locals
reached the scene on hearing the gun-
shot and called police and ambulance.
A team of police reached the scene and
rushed Rakhi to KGMU Trauma Centre
where she was declared brought dead.

The police detained Anupam, who
was said to be in an inebriated state. The
police said Anupam was holding the
handgun and it probably went off dur-
ing a scuffle between Anupam and his
family members, claiming the life of his
wife. At the time of the incident, Rakhi’s
children Dev, Adi and Sakshi, her

brother-in-law Nirmal and mother-in-
law were present in the house. The fam-
ily of the deceased had a verbal spat with

Nirmal after
they reached
the house on
information.
The police said
they were wait-
ing for a formal
complaint from
the parents of
the deceased.

In another
incident, a 33-year-old caterer died in a
road mishap in Sarojininagar on Sunday
night. A probe was started following
receipt of a memo from the communi-

ty health centre. The victim was iden-
tified as Heera Lal Kashyap of
Kanchanpuri Colony in Sarojininagar.
Reports said Heera Lal was returning
home riding pillion on a bike which was
being driven by his friend. Around 11:50
pm on Sunday, the rider lost control of
the vehicle near  Sainik School and it
rammed into a road divider. Heera Lal
suffered injuries and was rushed to the
CHC where he was declared brought
dead.

Rakhi’s father Ramveer Dwivedi
lodged a case against Arvind and oth-
ers alleging that she was tortured by
them for dowry. In his complaint, he said
Anupam was demanding Rs 5 lakh from
him for his younger brother’s marriage.
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In a broad daylight incident,
three robbers entered a jew-

ellery shop in Ashiyana and
looted 500 gm gold & 10 kg sil-
ver ornaments at the gun-
point on Monday afternoon. It
was the second daring incident
in Lucknow close on heels of
dacoity at a courier company’s
office in Ravindrapalli in
Ghazipur police station area on
March 2.

Senior police officers,
including DCP (East) Sanjeev
Suman, also reached the scene
to take stock of the investiga-
tion into the case.

As per reports, Deepak
Rastogi of Ashiyana (sector-H)
runs the shop on the ground
floor of his house. Around
3:30 pm, a man wearing a hel-
met reached the shop and
asked for some ornaments.
Later, two of his aides who had
their faces covered with masks
also entered the shop and held
the shop-owner at the gun-
point. Reports said that the
robbers trained a pistol at the
shop-owners minor son and
threatened to kill him. The rob-
bers collected the booty and
fled the scene unchallenged.

On being informed, a team
of police, led by Ashiyana

inspector, reached the scene.
The police collected some
CCTV footage and started
examining them.

Deepak said the robbers
looted 500 gm of gold and 10
kg of silver ornaments from the
shop. He said he was checking
the list of the items looted from
the shop.

In an e-byte, DCP (East)
Sanjeev Suman said the shop is
located in the residential area
and not a market area. It was an
apparent bid to counter the
allegations of slack policing in
market areas. He said the child
came in between the robbers
and the shop-owner and was
held at the gun-point. The
DCP said the robbers were dis-
guised as customers.   

He said five teams had
been formed to crack the case.
“We are tracking the miscreants
through the CCTV footage.
Five teams are on the job and
we hope to crack the case
soon,” he said.

Meanwhile, even as the
police claimed that the shop is
not located in the market area,
sources said the policemen do
not patrol the area.

“Several shops have come
up in the pavement area all over
Ashiyana, including near a
shopping mall close to a hos-

pital. Rowdies often flock to
these shops and intimidate
shop-owners in connivance
with low-rung cops. Besides,
there have been incidents of
scuffles among the shop-own-
ers every other day. It has
given an opportunity to the
cops to earn fast bucks by
helping the warring groups
settle their disputes,” the
sources pointed out.

They said the area wit-
nessed a huge police presence
on Monday as senior officers
reached there to oversee the
investigation.

It surfaced during investi-
gation that one of the robbers
first entered the shop and
asked the shop-owners to show
him a gold chain. He was
wearing a helmet. He then
took out his phone and went
out of the shops. He called his
aides who entered the shop and
trained pistol at the shop-
owner. In the meantime, the
jeweller’s son returned from
school and entered the shop.
The miscreants trained pistol at
him and asked the shop-owner
to open the almirah in which
ornaments were kept. They
collected the booty and kept it
in a backpack before leaving on
foot. The robbers looted orna-
ments worth over Rs 35 lakh.  
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Acouple were found lying in
a pool of blood with their

wrists slit near Devi Kheda turn
in Ashiyana on Monday
evening. A team of
Cantonment police got the
information and reached the
scene. They later rushed the
couple to Lok Bandhu hospital
from where the youth was

referred to KGMU Trauma
Centre. Later, a team of
Ashiyana police reached the
hospital to collect details relat-
ed to the incident.

Sub-inspector Praveen
Gautam said the girl is a native
of Unnao and works at a pizza
joint in a shopping mall near
Ekana stadium, while the youth
is native of Lakhimpur Kheri.
He said the two came in con-

tact 3-4 months back and met
each other. The police suspect-
ed that the couple slit their
wrists following some differ-
ences. A spokesman said that
the police were investigating
when the couple reached Devi
Kheda. “They were lying in a
pool of blood on the road in
Devi Kheda leading to Telibagh
and were spotted by some
commuters,” he said.
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Atotal of 9,533 people were
vaccinated at 96 hospitals

across the state capital on
Monday. As many as 605
women were given the vaccine
jabs at three vaccination cen-
tres, exclusively for them, on
the occasion of International
Women’s Day.

District immunisation
officer Dr MK Singh 5,744
beneficiaries were senior cit-
izens who took the  first dose
while 1,451 others who took
the first dose were aged
between 45-49  years and had
co-morbidities. Besides, 820
frontline workers got their
first dose and 43 their second
dose. As many as 826 health-
care workers were given the
first dose and 649 the second
dose. Out of the 605 women
vaccinated at the three centres,
568 were given vaccine shots
at Civil hospital, 29 at BKT
and 8 at Avanti Bai hospitals.

Mayor Sanyukta Bhatia,
who also received the vaccine
jab at Civil hospital, said that
she went to attend the func-
tion of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath soon after.

Nodal officer at Civil hos-
pital and Additional CMO
Vivek Dubey said although
the vaccinations were being
carried out for women, they
also vaccinated men who
brought their wives.

“At first, the husbands
were being sent back, but
then we changed the rules and
vaccinated them too,” he
pointed out. 

Nodal off icer at Lok

Bandhu hospital Dr Arun
Tewari said the drive was
smooth. “People were coming
in queues following the token
system. We have adequate
arrangements for the senior

citizens,” he said
The nodal off icer at

RMLIMS said the beneficia-
ries were less in number on
Monday as compared to the
time when the drive started.
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Lucknow (PNS): Former
Rajasthan Governor
Anshuman Singh breathed
his last at the Sanjay Gandhi
Post-Graduate Institute of
Medical Sciences on Monday.
He was 86. According to an
official statement, Singh was
admitted to the hospital due to
coronavirus-related compli-
cations on February 8.

“Subsequently, his condi-
tion worsened and led to a
multi-organ failure requiring
life support system,” the hos-
pital said in the statement. He
died at 4.30 am. 

Anshuman Singh had
taken charge as the governor
of Rajasthan on January 16,
1999 and remained in office
till May 2003. Born in 1935 in
Allahabad, he became an
advocate in the Allahabad
district court in 1957. He was
appointed as a judge of the
Allahabad High Court in 1984
and later he became an acting
chief justice of the Rajasthan
High Court. Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath and several
ministers condoled his
demise.
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No- 1276/44 C-jhansi circle/20                E-Tenders Notice Dt-16/02/2021

1- On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids online from
the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP PWD, in class A, B, in Column
No. 8 & for the work in column no-3. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualifi-
cation criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award
of the contract. 

2-
Sl. District Name of work cost Bid Cost of Tender Period of Categ-
No (Rs. in Security inclusive all complition ary of

Lac) (Rs. in taxes with work in Conta-
Lacs) stationery inclusive ctors

(in Rs.) rainy season
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 Lalitpur Construction of Khaira 116.55 7.83 (Stationery Charges 09 Month (A & B)

Kathwar link road on the Rs.2000.00+ Tender Class 
left side of Km. 26 of cost Rs. 300.00) (Road work)
Hansar Kailguwan Road +18%GST
(ODR) Under RSN Scheme. Total 2715-00

3- Bidding Documents will be available on date 10.03.2021 to 16.03.2021 (upto 12:00 noon)
online on website http:/etender.up.nic.in. Bids must be submitted online on or before 12:00
noon on date 16.03.2021 & the technical bids be opened online on date 16.03.2021 at
3:30 PM 

4- Detailed informations of above tender will be available online on website
http:/etender.up.nic.in. Tender is uploaded on The Prahari Software of Chanakya Portal.
the URL software i.e. www.uppwd.gov.in/prahari. 

(Er. Avadhesh Kumar)
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 

JHANSI / JHANSI CIRCLE, PWD, JHANSI

Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Jhansi Circle P.W.D., Jhansi

UP- 161793 Date 7.3.2021 ��&���	����%�+:
www.upgov.nic.in ��	NN��O"�	
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Several programmes were
organised by various

organisations and institutes in
Lucknow on the occasion of
International Women’s Day
on Monday.

Director of Birbal Sahni
Institute of Paleosciences Dr
Vandana Prasad was the chief
guest at a programme organ-
ised at the National Botanical
Research Institute while Prof
Madhoolika Agarwal from
the Faculty of Science,
Department of Botany, BHU,
joined the function virtually
as the guest of honour.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, NBRI director Prof SK
Barik said that women play an
important role in family and
society development.
“Working women have dual
responsibility and they also
contribute to country’s devel-
opment moving shoulders to
shoulders with men in every
field. Therefore, we should
not only respect their contri-
bution but also support them
wherever possible,” he said.

“Women face many chal-
lenges in the society and have
to prove themselves in differ-
ent spheres of life. In such a
situation, it is necessary that
we understand women
empowerment is not just a
term. It is necessary to pro-
vide them proper place, equal
status and equal opportunities
in society,” Dr Vandana
Prasad said. Prof Madhoolika
Agarwal said women can
accept every challenge that
prevents them from playing
the main role in family, work-
place and society, and change
comes only from challenges.

Meanwhile, Women’s Cell,
in collaboration with the
Internal Committee of Avadh
Girls’ Degree College, organ-
ised a talk under the aegis of

Mission Shakti initiative of the
UP government.

Dean of Academic Cell,
Lucknow University, Prof
Rakesh Chandra was the chief
guest and he discussed issues
like gender discrimination
and women empowerment. 

Rashmi Srivastava from
UP Police spoke about creat-
ing an environment for
empowering women. The

speakers had an interactive
session with the college stu-
dents and it was followed by
a prize distribution ceremony.

The departments of
Languages and Fashion
Technology, Amity University,
also organised Women’s Day
celebrations online. Amity
School of Languages organ-
ised ‘Give Her Wings’, a week-
long programme. DCP

Shalini was the chief guest on
the occasion.

Amity School of Fashion
Technology (ASFT) and
Amity School of Fine arts
(ASFA) organised an online
interactive session with
Gulabi Gang founder Sampat
Pal Devi. 

Women empowerment
can be viewed as a means of
creating a social environment

in which one can make deci-
sions and make choices, either
individually or collectively
for social transformation,
Devi said. “Women empower-
ment strengthens the innate
ability of women by the way
of acquiring knowledge,
power and experience,” she
added.

Anupama Foundation
organised a programme called
‘Sukhan’ to celebrate Women’s
Day. Dr Nishi Pandey from
Lucknow University said
women are participating in
the process of national devel-
opment at a rapid pace.

Meanwhile, ACP Swati
Chowdhary SI and a group of
25 women constables took a
metro ride from IT college to
Hazratganj metro station in a
programme organized by
Lucknow Metro on the occa-
sion of Metro Day celebra-
tions.

Women’s Day was also
celebrated at CISH to recog-
nise  women leadership. 

A one-day skill develop-
ment training programme
was organised by Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar
University under the joint
aegis of Committee for Basic
Facilities For Women, Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan, Gender
Champion Committee and
NCC unit of the university.

Women’s Day was also
celebrated at Lok Bandhu Raj
Narayan Hospital and the
theme was ‘Women in
Leadership’. Women staffers
took part in the programme
and a collage carrying pictures
of legendary women from all
walks of life was also released.
The programme was attend-
ed by chief medical superin-
tendent Dr Amita Yadav,
Kanchan Mishra, Sandhya
Singh, Urmila Sachan,
Dhananjay Pratap and Sanjay
Anand.

Lucknow (PNS): NABARD
has been playing a pivotal role
in women empowerment
through its innovative initia-
tives like self-help groups,
Governor Anandiben Patel
said while speaking at the
inaugural function of ‘Mahila
Samruddhi Mahotsav’, a 3-day
event organised by NABARD
in the premises of Raj Bhawan
on the occasion of
International Women’s Day.

The governor said that the
SHG movement changed the
thinking pattern of women
from being homemakers to
nation builders. She expressed
happiness that women are step-

ping out of their houses and are
far ahead of their male coun-
terparts in many areas.

She indicated that despite
academic achievements,
women are not aware of their
own physical and mental
health issues. She said fatal dis-
eases like breast and cervical
cancer are the major unattend-
ed causes for fatality among
women.  She urged NABARD
to focus not only on the eco-
nomic progress of women but
also on their holistic develop-
ment and include the discus-
sion on social evils as a part of
their agenda, programmes in
public forums. Minister of

State for Women and Child
Development Swati Singh con-
gratulated women on the occa-
sion of International Women’s
Day. She underlined the role of
women, both in family and
society. She said that for
women to become self-reliant,
economic independence is
essential.

NABARD CGM DS
Chauhan DS Chauhan said
that the development of
women is their core mandate.
He expressed happiness that
NABARD’s SHG-Bank
Linkage Programme is the
world’s largest microfinance
initiative, facilitating bank link-

age of over 10 crore households
so far. He said that during the
financial year 2020-21,
NABARD sanctioned a grant
of Rs 4.5 crore for formation of
6,500 SHGs. He announced an
additional grant for forma-
tion of 1,000 SHGs.

He outlined the details of
the event and indicated that the
3-day programme will witness
an exhibition cum sale of prod-
ucts by WSHGs drawn from all
over the state. Awareness and
capacity building inputs will be
provided to the women partic-
ipants on topical issues, fruit
processing and mushroom 
cultivation. 

Lucknow (PNS): Author
Anuradha Goyal released her
book titled ‘Lotus in the Stone’,
a travelogue, at the Lucknow
Book Fair on the occasion of
International Women’s Day on
Monday. The book, she said,
strings together the experi-
ences during her innumerable
visits to ancient temples and
sacred spaces across the coun-
try over a long period of time.

“From Kumbh at Prayagraj, to
Kashi & Mathura and from
Nasik to Konark in Odisha and
various temples in the south
and north India, I have brought
out that one thread of spiritu-
ality which not only binds us
Indians across the country but
continues to hold together the
civilisational and cultural ethos
over centuries,” she said. 

The book brings out the

real India, as expressed
through interactions with the
common man at these sacred
spaces. Goyal wears many hats
to pursue her three prime pas-
sions — business innovation,
travel and books. She also
runs a travel blog. She also has
to her credit a record in the
Limca Book of Records, for
having reviewed more than
700 books.

Lucknow (PNS): Police on
Monday recovered a rare
stolen bronze artefact of Lord
Parshwanath worth over Rs 1
crore and arrested seven peo-
ple who were planning to sell
it. The bronze idol was report-
edly stolen from Bundelkhand
over four decades ago and is
believed to have been traded in
the black market through
hawala transactions.

DCP Somen Verma said,
“The bronze idol weighing
2.9 kg was recovered from the
possession of seven accused
who were arrested when they
failed to show relevant docu-
ments. We came to know that
they were planning to sell it to

some businessman in
Lucknow.”

Sarojininagar SHO
Mahendra Singh said that his
team began monitoring the
activities of the accused, fol-
lowing intelligence inputs. The
police team arrested the
accused near Nadarganj canal.

They were identified as
Sunil Katiyar (42) of Kannauj,
Raju Singh (45) & Raj Kumar
(22) of Kanpur; Shiv Kumar
(50), Vinod Kumar (40) & Md
Afzal (25) of Mahoba; and
Salman Shah (30) of
Hamirpur. The police said
they were also looking for the
eighth member of the gang,
identified as Akash of Kannauj.
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UPMRC celebrated two years of commercial run in

Lucknow’s North-South corridor on Monday. UPMRC felicitat-
ed 3 croreth passenger Ajeet Pal Singh and top-3 GoSmart users
— Rashmi Saxena, Sahiba Parveen and Avinash Kumar. The
metro ride was free for all the commuters who used GoSmart
on Monday. There was also a health camp set up in association
for pathological tests on slashed rates at Hazratganj, Alambagh,
Indiranagar and Munshipulia stations.

�"�	$
$
DRM, North-Eastern Railway (Lucknow divi-

sion), Monica Agnihotri was honoured with
‘Women of Eminence in Logistics’ award by the
Logistic Skill Council of India on Monday. The
DRM was presented the award at a function on Monday.
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A book titled ‘Prayas’ by students of Lucknow University was

released by Vice-Chancellor Prof AK Rai on  Monday. He con-
gratulated the youths and the mentoring institutions — Institute
of Wildlife Sciences and Centre for Environment Education
(CEE). He said that approach to education for sustainable devel-
opment can help preserve our planet where youth has power to
bring change and inspire others to be part of this change.  The
book has been developed as part of the Asia Pacific Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) Challenge, which was taken up by
Ruchira Nigam and Asif Ahmad Siddiqui.
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Kopal Sinha, a class VIII of City

Montessori School, Aliganj Campus I, was
presented a cash prize of Rs 11,000 for her
debut Bharatnatyam performance as a pro-
fessional artiste at Magh Mela 2021.
District Magistrate of Farrukhabad Manvendra singh present-
ed a citation, a memento and the cash prize to Kopal. 
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State Bank of India, Lucknow circle, celebrated International
Women’s Day in LHO premises on Monday. Circle CGM Ajay
Kumar Khanna inaugurated the programme by cutting a cake.
Health check-up for all women employees was also held in asso-
ciation with Apollo Medics Hospital. Dermatologist Dr Shefali
Yadav addressed the health concerns of the female staffers.
Eminent women personalities were felicitated for their contri-
bution to the society. They included Dr Poornima Pandey, Asha
Singh, Aavya Saxena, Poulomi Pawani and Palak Kohli.
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Swati Pandey was honored at a function

organised on the occasion of International
Women's Day at Punjab National Bank’s Zonal
Office in Lucknow on Monday. Swati complet-
ed BTech from IIT-Dhanbad and also studied at
the Imperial College in London. She opened a
start-up company and through the cultivation
of stevia, changed the lives of hundreds of farm-
ers of Lakhimpur Kheri, Sitapur, Lucknow etc.
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To strengthen training facil-
ities, Disaster Management

Training Cell ‘Manthan’ was
inaugurated by General
Manager (GM) Anjali Goyal in
Banaras Locomotive Works
(BLW) here on Monday. The
cell will be useful for training
the employees and supervisors
on safety precautions at the
workplace and emergency
response. This room will also
be used to provide them with
practical training on fire fight-
ing and the correct use of
Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) kits.

On the occasion, a live
demonstration of fire, rescue
and first aid activities was dis-
played at its preparations to
combat fire emergency, with
teams from RPF personnel,
health staff and volunteers of
Civil Defense and St. John
Ambulance Brigade and Scouts
and Guides. Fire is a major
cause of industrial accidents
leading to loss of property and

life. As a step towards fire pre-
vention, BLW has recently
obtained a fire safety certificate
from UP Fire Department for
BLW Hospital and Cinema
Club. The process of obtaining
such NOCs for other service
buildings has also been started
which will ensure that the fire
fighting measures are in ade-
quate and proper working con-
dition. Apart from taking steps
for fire prevention, it is very
important that all BLW

employees are given fire train-
ing. 

The security department
has started organizing regular
training programs on firefight-
ing and fire hydrant operations.

Activities being performed
during ongoing National Safety
Week will motivate and remind
the BLW employees to perform
their tasks safely and prepare to
deal with emergencies. The
theme of this year’s campaign
is ‘Learn from disaster and pre-

pare for a secure future’. Safety
is a very important aspect for
any industry as the accident-
free work environment increas-
es the morale of the employees
and increases their productiv-
ity. It is the duty of every
employee to follow safety rules
and take precautions to prevent
accidents, said the GM.

The function was also
attended by Principal Chief
Electrical Engineer Rajesh
Kumar Rai, Principal  Chief
Mechanical Engineer Vineet
Kumar Saxena, Principal Chief
Materials Manager DS
Jangpangi, Principal Chief
Financial Advisor Yogesh
Kumar Srivastava, Principal
Chief Engineer Santosh Kumar,
Principal Chief Personnel
Officer Pradeep Kumar Singh,
Principal Chief Medical Officer
Dr Sujit Malik, Principal Chief
Security Commissioner
(Railway Protection Force)
Ranveer Singh Chauhan, Chief
Safety Officer Nitin Mehrotra,
and Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO) Vijay.
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Vishesh Singh Yadav of
Kanpur showed his dom-

ination wearing the prestigious
crown of Mr Purvanchal, while
Akshit Chowdhary of Varanasi
got the title of Mr Muscleman
at a contest organised at
Swayambar Lawn, Chowkaghat
here on Sunday under the aus-
pices of Purvanchal Body
Building and Fitness
Association in which body-
builders not only of the district
but also from across
Purvanchal (eastern UP)
showed their fitness and body

building stunned for the cov-
eted title of Mr Purvanchal.
Both of them, apart from
receiving cash prizes of �10,000
each and certificates, also qual-
ified for taking part in the
forthcoming Mr India contest
to be held in Ludhiana
(Punjab).

In different weight cate-
gories,  Arpit  Yadav of
Chandauli was ranked first in
Under-50,  while Atul
Chaudhary of Jaunpur and
Shamsher Ali of Varanasi
received the second and third
places respectively while in
50-55 kg, Vikas Yadav of

Varanasi stood first followed
by Pankaj Singh and
Rajkumar Patel; in 55-60 kg,
Krishna Maurya of Jaunpur,
Shera II of Varanasi and Amar
of Lucknow were the top three
place holders and in 60-65 cat-
egory, Pratik Shukla I of
Varanasi was placed first,
while Tariq II (Varanasi) and
Saurav Singh of Jaunpur fin-
ished second and third respec-
tively.

Besides,  in Fitness
Physique, Ashutosh Yadav I,
Tariq II and Avinash Pratap
Singh were top three place
holders.  Divyang body

builders also participated in
the competition in which Sujit
Kumar of Lucknow was hon-
oured. The winners were hon-
ored by former MLA Ajay Rai
by providing trophies, certifi-
cates, cash prizes and medals.
The function was conducted
by Ahmed Faisal Mahato
while the participants and
guests were welcomed by
Milan Rai and Mohammad
Sagir. The jury consisted of
Fasruddin Khan, Awadhesh
Yadav and Firdausi, while the
function was also attended by
Arpit Yadav, Riyasuddin and
Mayank.
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It was all a women affairs dur-
ing the vaccination at three

pink centres when on Monday
only women above 60 and
aged 45-59 with co-morbidities
received vaccine doses on the
occasion of International
Women’s Day. These centres
were Government Women’s
Hospital, Urban Community
Health Centre (UCHC)

Durgakund and Primary
Health Centre (PHC) Sewapuri
where to encourage and show
respect to women, pink booths
were set up. 

Besides, thousands of peo-
ple above 60 and aged 45-59
with co-morbidities were
also vaccinated at 53 health
centres apart from 33 private
hospitals.

To accelerate the pace of
vaccination, District

Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma has appealed to all the
beneficiaries to reach the vac-
cination centres on time and
make the vaccination cam-
paign 100 per cent successful
in the district. 

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh said
that the vaccination drive is
going on at Government
Women’s Hospital, Shree Shiv
Prasad Gupta (SSPG)

Divisional Hospital,  Pt
Deendayal Upadhyay (DDU)
Hospital Pandeypur, Ayurveda
Medical College Chowkaghat
and Sir Sundarlal Hospital in
Banaras Hindu University
(SSH BHU) from Monday to
Saturday, while the beneficia-
ries will also be vaccinated on
every Monday, Thursday and
Friday at all the CHCs and
PHCs from 9 am to 5 pm in
the district.
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Former Governor of Rajasthan and
Gujarat and former Chief Justice of

Rajasthan High Court, Justice Anshuman
Singh breathed his last at SGPGI Lucknow
on Monday morning after a prolonged ill-
ness. He was 85.

His mortal remains arrived here at his
Georgetown residence, and in the after-
noon hours the funeral procession
reached Rasulabad Ghat where his
son Varun Singh consigned him to
flames.

He had been a leading lawyer in ear-
lier days at the Allahabad High Court,
and after 28 years he had been appoint-
ed as a judge of the Allahabad High
Court. He became the Chief Justice of the
Rajasthan High Court and after retire-
ment he had been offered Governorship
of Gujarat and then of Rajasthan.

Born on July 7, 1935 in Allahabad
Justice Anshuman Singh rose to the seat
of the Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High
Court and after retirement became the
Governor of Gujarat in 1998 and then of
Rajasthan in 1999.

Justice Singh had came to limelight
once again last year during Covid lock-
down when he had asked his son to go
back to the US from the airport itself
without meeting him for health reasons.

Elite of the city including High
Court judges,  leading lawyers,
bureaucrats, and politicians reached
his Georgetown residence to pay
homage, and a good number of them also
reached Rasulabad Ghat to attend his
funeral.

MINISTER INAUGURATES
MANY ROADS IN CITY WEST: The
state government is committed to provide
basic necessities to the people. People’s
cooperation is also necessary in this.
Before 2017, many mohallas, colonies
and village roads in the city west were in
a bad shape. 

The scenario is changing with the
support of the public. This was said by
the Cabinet Minister  Siddharth Nath
Singh. On Sunday, he inaugurated many
roads in the city west with the hands of
children.

Cabinet Minister Siddharth Nath
Singh inaugurated the interlocking road
and drain constructed by RES depart-
ment next to Krishna Vihar Colony,

Ramakrishna Mission Mundera Chungi,
and Adarsh Nagar Poghat Bridge
Patanjali. The cabinet minister in his
presence got it inaugurated by the local
children. Chandan Singh in Krishna
Vihar Colony, Shesh Mishra and Rinku
Yadav in Ramakrishna Mission Mundera
Chungi Colony and Vaibhav Singh and
Yash Kesarwani did this at Adarsh Nagar
Colony Poghat Bridge.

The children also looked very happy
to be with the cabinet minister and hav-
ing such an experience. Shivprasad
Bhartiya, Anil Kushwaha, Deepak
Kushwaha, Amarjeet Singh, Sanjay
Kushwaha, Kaviraj Pawan Mishra,
Dinesh Tiwari etc. were present on this
occasion.

A meeting of the office-bearers of
Ward 48, 49 and 50 was held in the BJP
city unit office. It was presided over by
city unit president Ganesh Kesarwani.
The chief guest was Member of
Legislative Council Laxman Acharya. He
said that elections from Prime Minister
to Village Head are important for BJP.
The BJP takes each challenge as a reso-
lution. 

Election Steering Committee should
be constituted at the ward level for good
results in panchayat elections. This com-
mittee should be made the basis of
social equation. 

Thereafter, the worker should also
work in a planned way. Gram Panchayat
level meeting and chaupal should be
organised till March 10. Ensure the
active participation of local people in it.
Devesh Singh, Rajesh Kesarwani, Ramesh
Pasi, Pramod Modi etc. were present on
this occasion.
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Steeped in debt, a 30-year-old
Pratapgarh resident scripted

his own abduction and
demanded � 30 lakh ransom
from his family. He hatched a
conspiracy to coerce his father
to sell land and cough up ran-
som, which he would pocket
and go underground. However,
his father went to the cops, who
blew the lid off the abduction
plot.

The accused, Hem
Bahadur, resident of Newada
Gaura Daad, hid from his
family that he took money
from more than 12 people on
the pretext of giving them jobs
in Railways. He was nabbed by
the crime branch and Lalganj
police while he travelling in a
roadways bus near Naya
Purva canal bridge.

On March 4, he sent
anonymous text messages to

his wife and another relative,
threatening them to pay up �
30 lakh, if they wanted him
alive. The SMS also cautioned
them against going to police.
The message read — Hem
Bahadur is in our custody, and
if you want to see him alive,
then arrange �30 lakh. If you
contact police or politicians,
you won’t even get his body.’

SP (West) Dinesh Kumar
Dwivedi said, ‘The accused’s
father, Ramjiyan Verma,
approached Lalganj police on
March 4 and alleged that his
son Hem Bahadur had gone
missing. Verma also suspect-
ed his son had been kid-
napped over a monetary dis-
pute. Following the complaint,
a case under Section 364 IPC
was registered at Lalganj
police station.

After activating the sur-
veillance mechanism, police
found Hem Bahadur moving

towards Rae Bareli from
Lucknow on March 5 and a
joint team of crime branch
and Lalganj police was dis-
patched to Rae Bareli-
Lucknow highway, where they
tracked him down in a road-
ways bus. 

During interrogation,
Bahadur confessed he had
taken money worth lakhs
from 12 people on the pretext
of arranging jobs in the
Railways. When these men
began knocking on his door,
asking for their money and
jobs, he faked his own kidnap-
ping.

Bahadur also confessed
he planned to move to
Lucknow on March 4 and
send messages to his wife and
relative from an unknown
number, demanding ransom.
He also told police he thought
his father would sell land to
arrange � 30 lakh after getting

news of his abduction. He
would then go underground
with the money after framing
those who had loaned him
money.

CRIMINAL ARRESTED:
A dreaded criminal Noor
Mohammad alias Paglu was
arrested on Monday by the
Mauima police of the dis-
trict .  The police had
announced a reward of �
25,000 on his head.

At the time of arrest the
police recovered from his pos-
session fire arms and car-
tridges. Involved in big loot
Noor Mohammad had been
absconding for the past one
year. Dozens of cases of differ-
ent nature of crime are pend-
ing against him in half-a-
dozen police stations.

Noor Mohammd is a res-
ident of Mandhata police sta-
tion area under the neigh-
bouring Pratapgarh district.
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The National Commission
for Protection of Child

Rights (NCPCR) took cog-
nizance of news reports of the
death of a three-year old girl at
the gate of a private hospital in
Prayagraj and asked the District
Magistrate Bhanu Chandra
Goswami to initiate an inquiry
into allegations of medical neg-
ligence and submit report with-
in 24 hours.

On Friday, the deceased
girl’s father Mukesh Mishra, a
resident of Karhenda village of
Prayagraj’s Kareli area, had
alleged that he had admitted his
daughter to the private hospi-
tal near Jhalwa 20 days ago. The
hospital falls under the jurisdic-
tion of Kaushambi’s Pipri police
station.

The DM had on Friday
ordered a probe by ADM (City)
AK Kanaujia and Chief
Medical Officer Dr Prabhakar
Rai.

‘Kaushambi police had sent
the body for post-mortem on

Friday. A probe has been
ordered after taking cognizance
of tweets that a minor girl was
ousted from the private hospi-
tal without stitches after
abdomen surgery,’ the DM
said.

‘Today, the NCPCR has
asked the DM for an inquiry
and submit findings within 24
hours,’ said ADM (City). ADM
City and CMO visited the pri-
vate hospital and checked the
records of the girl.

City Magistrate Rajnish
Mishra, CO Kotwali Satyendra
Mishra and CO Chail,
Kaushambi Shyamkant visited
the family and condoled the
death. They assured the fami-
ly that a thorough inquiry
would be done and the guilty
punished.

CO (Chail) Shyamkant
said an FIR was registered on
Saturday on the complaint of
family. ‘The post-mortem has
been performed and the report
is awaited,’ he added. The last
rites of the girl were performed
by the family in presence of

police.
Meanwhile, management

of the private hospital accused
of medical negligence held a
press conference in the city on
Sunday.

Medical director of the
hospital Dr Pramod Kumar
rebutted the allegations and
said, “The girl was admitted in
ICU for 16 days. We per-
formed surgery twice with her
father’s consent. The family was
charged �6,370 for the       same.
When her condition did not
improve, we advised them to
shift her to Children’s Hospital
under MLN Medical College
on March 3 and she was
admitted there on the same
date. We had put the stitches in,
but what happened after we
discharged her is not known to
us.’

Authorities of the private
hospital said that the girl was
admitted on February 15 with
acute intestinal obstruction.
She underwent surgery with
consent on February 24 where-
in the affected portion of intes-

tine was removed. On March 2,
she had to be operated upon
again due to leakage from
intestine and was referred to
SRN Hospital on March 3 for
advanced care where she was
admitted at 12.40 pm the same
day.

In this regard, Dr Mukesh
Veer Singh, head of pediatrics
department at Children’s
Hospital, which comes under
SRN Hospital of MLN Medical
College, he said, ‘The girl child
was admitted on March 3 and
remained under our supervi-
sion till March 4 evening when
the girl’s father left with the kid
without informing us.’

Dr JK Singh, the surgeon
who treated the girl at
Children’s Hospital, and he
said, ‘We monitored the girl
continuously since she was
admitted till March 4 evening
when her father took her away.
I had spoken to the doctor who
treated her at the private hos-
pital and had told her father
that the girl’s condition is not
good.’
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International Women's Day
was celebrated at Indian

Institute of Information
Technology, Allahabad on
Monday where women were
made aware of one of the most
common diseases cervical can-
cer.

The Health Centre  and
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA)
team of IIIT-A jointly organ-
ised a special talk on  ‘Cervical
Cancer Awareness’ at
Administrative building to
mark the  women’s day on the
campus.

Dr Kanchan Mishra speak-
ing on the topic said that
today's woman is multi-faceted;

who takes care of the family as
well as her aspirations. There
are times when she falls prey to
lifestyle diseases. Women
health problems are on the rise
partly because of a constant
race against time and partly due
to sheer ignorance.

‘Cervical cancer is highly
preventable and treatable.
Opting for routine Pap tests,
getting vaccinated, practicing
safer sex, and making healthy
lifestyle choices such as cutting
down on smoking can help pre-
vent cervical cancer.  Keeping
your weight in check and not
ignoring symptoms like abnor-
mal or watery vaginal dis-
charge and opting for a well-
balanced diet can also be help-

ful. Try to include fresh fruits
and vegetables in your diet, and
do not forget to follow-up on
abnormal Pap smears’, she
added.

Prof P Nagabhushan ,
Director ,IIIT-A said that
Women’s Day was our time to
recognise and lift up women
across the world. It was a day
to take note of the wonderful
contribution women make to
society and life as a whole.  ‘It
is important to recognize and
appreciate the incredible and
dynamic ladies in our lives.
Each new day, they’re inspiring
us in ways often difficult to
describe, he added.

Prof Krishna Mishra in
her address said that women

should be educated and
informed about their inherited
skills in uplift of the society.
The girls were now accepting
engineering stream more than
medical education, showing
how they were accepting chal-
lenges. Laxmi Bhushan was
honoured on the occasion.

Dr Vijayshri Tiwari,
Registrar congratulated all
ladies on the day that celebrates
the social, economic, cultural,
and political achievements of
women. It also marks a call to
action for accelerating women's
equality. Dr Rajendra Dayal,
incharge Health Centre con-
ducted the programme, while
Dr Anurika Vaish proposed the
vote of thanks.
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Uttar Pradesh’s Minister of
State (Independent

Charge) Ravindra Jaiswal,
praising the Prime Minister
and Chief Minister for launch-
ing various schemes for the
uplift of women and girls, said
that with these programmes the
women are being made self-
reliant apart from giving them

protection and respect.
‘Women's safety is a top prior-
ity of the government,’ he said
while addressing a ‘Mega Event
Ananta’ on the occasion of
International Women's Day
here on Monday.

On the occasion, for doing
excellent work under the
Mission Shakti Abhiyan, sever-
al women including Neelam
Singh, Priyanka Singh, Asha
Devi, Poonam Rani, Soni

Pandey, Bindu Singh, Varsha
Sidhore, Seema Sharma, Sharda
Mishra, Pooja Verma, Lakshmi,
Jyoti Kumari, Chhaya Kumari,
Shruti Nagvanshi, Aklim,
Komal and Priyanka Singh
Patel were honoured apart
from 20 others from Sewapuri
block, 25 counsellors of various
departments / organisations
and eight from Women’s
Welfare department.

Earlier, under the Mission

Shakti Abhiyan, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath interacted
with some women who were
felicitated through virtual plat-
forms while launching various
schemes from Lucknow. The
function was also attended by
ADG (Zone) Brij Bhushan,
Divisional Commissioner
Deepak Agrawal, IG (Range)
Vijay Singh Meena and officers
of various women's organisa-
tions and departments.
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In view of the non-interlocking (NI) work  at
Muzaffarpur station of East Central Railway

(ecr) and doubling work between Nandganj-
Ghazipur City the cancellation and diversion of
special trains will be as follows, CPRO PK Singh
said. The 04016 Anand Vihar Terminus-Raxaul
special train to depart from Anand Vihar
Terminus on March 12 and 14, the 04008 Anand
Vihar Terminus-Raxaul special to depart from
Anand Vihar Terminus on March 16 and 18  and
04016 Anand Vihar Terminus-Raxaul special to
depart from Anand Vihar Terminus on March
17 will remain cancelled. Besides the  05268
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus-Raxaul special to
depart from Lokmanya Tilak Terminus on
March 22 will be diverted via Aunrhihar-
Bhatni-Chhapra. 

STOPPAGE AT HAJIPUR STATION : Due
to NI work at Muzaffarpur station of ECR the
trains will be run on diverted route. For the con-
venience of passengers on the diverted route
09038 Barauni-Bandra Terminus, 02557
Muzaffarpur-Anand Vihar Terminus, 02558
Anand Vihar Terminus-Muzaffarpur, 09452
Bhagalpur-Gandhidham, 09040 Barauni-Bandra
Terminus, 09039 Bandra Terminus-Barauni
and 09037 Bandra Terminus-Barauni special
trains will be provided a five minute stoppage
at Hajipur station, SPRO said.

DOUBLING: In view of doubling of Jhansi-
Kanpur Central rail section of NCR for yard
remodelling of Bhua, Orai and Sarasoki stations
due to non-interlocking (NI) work the cancel-
lation and diversion of the following trains has
been  done, Senior Public Relations Officer
(SPRO) CP Chauhan said. The 02032
Gorakhpur-Pune bi-weekly special to depart
from Gorakhpur on March 11 and 15 will
remain cancelled. The 02031 Pune-Gorakhpur
bi-weekly special train to depart from Pune on
March 9, 13 and 16 will remain cancelled. The
09465 Ahmedabad-Darbhanga weekly special
to depart from Ahmedabad on March 12, the
09466 Darbhanga-Ahmedabad weekly special
to leave Darbhanga on March 15, the 01803
Jhansi-Lucknow special to leave Jhansi on
March 17 and  01804 Lucknow-Jhansi special
to depart from Lucknow on March 17 will
remain cancelled. Besides the 01019 Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus-Gorakhpur special to depart
from Lokmanya Tilak Terminus on March 11
will be diverted via Jhansi-Gwalior-Bhind-
Etawah-Kanpur Central. The 06093 Chennai
Central-Lucknow special to leave Chennai
Central on March 16 will be diverted via Jhansi-
Gwalior-Bhind-Etawah-Kanpur Central. The
02107 Lokmanya Tilak Terminus-Lucknow
special to depart from Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
on March 10, 13 and 15 will be diverted via
Jhansi-Agra Cantt-Tundla-Kanpur Central. The

01408 Lucknow-Pune special to depart from
Lucknow on March 11 will be diverted via
Kanpur Central-Tundla-Agra Cantt-Jhansi. The
05064 Lokmanya Tilak Terminus-Gorakhpur
special to depart from Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
on March 16 will be diverted via Jhansi-Agra
Cantt-Tundla-Kanpur Central. The 02589
Gorakhpur-Secunderabad special to depart
from Gorakhpur on March 16 will be diverted
via Kanpur Central-Tundla-Agra Cantt-Jhansi.
The 05066 Panvel-Gorakhpur special to depart
from Panvel on March 10, 12, 13 and 15 will be
diverted via Jhansi-Agra Cantt-Tundla-Kanpur
Central.  The 05065 Gorakhpur-Panvel special
to depart from Gorakhpur on March 11, 12, 14
and 16 will be diverted via Kanpur Central-
Tundla-Agra Cantt-Jhansi. The 05102 Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus-Chhapra special to depart from
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus on March 11 and 18
will be diverted via Jhansi-Manikpur Jn-
Prayagraj. The 05101 Chhapra-Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus special to departing from Chhapra on
March 9 will be diverted via Prayagraj-Manikpur
Jn-Jhansi.

DIVERSION OF TRAIN: Due to non-
interlocking work in Temburu station yard of
Southern Railway the 05119 Rameswaram-
Manduadih special to depart from
Rameshwaram on March 17 will instead of run-
ning on Chengalpattu-Chennai-Washermanpet-
Gudur  will be run via Chengalpattu-
Kanchipuram-Arakkonam-Perambur-Gudur
route. The train will arrive at Perambur station
at 14.30 hrs and depart at 14.35 hrs.

NI WORK AT AJMER YARD: Due to non-
interlocking work at Ajmer Yard of North
Western Railway (NWR ) the following pas-
senger trains will be run on the diverted route,
SPRO CP Chauhan said. The 05013 Jaisalmer-
Kathgodam special to run from Jaisalmer on
March 19 and 20 will be run diverted route  i.e.
Jodhpur-Merta Road-Phulera Jn. The 05014
Kathgodam-Jaisalmer special  to run from
Kathgodam on March 18 and 19 will be divert-
ed via Phulera-Merta Road-Jodhpur. The 09269
Porbandar-Muzaffarpur special to run from
Porbandar on March 18 and 19 will be divert-
ed via Marwar Jn-Jodhpur-Merta Road-Phulera.
The 09601 Udaipur-New Jalpaiguri special to
run from Udaipur on March 20, will be divert-
ed via Adarshanagar-Madar. The 09602 New
Jalpaiguri-Udaipur special to run from New
Jalpaiguri on March 22 will be diverted via
Madar-Adarshanagar.

ADDITIONAL RUN OF TEJAS: In view of
huge crowd of passengers on the occasion Holi
for their convenience the additional run of
82501/82502 Lucknow-New Delhi-Lucknow Tejas
Express will be done on March 25, 30 and 31 and
April 1. However, the 82501/82502 Lucknow-New
Delhi-Lucknow Tejas Express will remain can-
celled on March 29 and April 5, senior PRO said.
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The Rihand unit of NTPC, a Maharatna com-
pany of public sector, for participation in

nation building and proper utilisation of ash has
signed a contract for ash transporation. Under
it from NTPC Rihand station 5.53 lakh CuM ash
will be sent for the construction of four-lane road
connecting NH-29 and NH-2 under NHAI’s
Varanasi Ring Road Project, Phase-2 Package-

1. Through this contract the level of utilisation
of NTPC Rihand station will increase signifi-
cantly. In compliance with the contract the first
consignment of ash was flagged off by General
Manager (O&M) KN Reddy recently. The
efforts made by NTPC Rihand station for
increasing ash utility and support in nation

building have been well appreciated at the
national and international levels. Among those
present on the occasion were General Manager
(Fuel Management) M Ramesh, General
Manager (MTP) KC Tripathi, General Manager
(TS) AK Papaneja, Additional General Manager
(HR) SVD Ravi Kumar, Senior Manager (EMG)
Amit Dhiman and Raghavendra Narayan and
others. 

INAUGURATED: The Security Week was
recently inaugurated by the Rihand unit of
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)
deployed in the security of NTPC Rihand sta-
tion. General Manager (Maintenance) S
Srikrishna, who was the chief guest, presented
his views and expectations related to safety. He
also appealed to the people present to meet the zero
accident target. Earlier Assistant Commandant
(Fire) Devchand, urged the people to adopt a safe
working style. In the programme people were told
that during the Security Week, various sports and
quiz competitions will also be organised. The pro-
gramme was attended by senior manager (Human
Resources) Neeraj Kumar, manager (security) Mukesh
Kumar, officers and jawans of Rihand unit of CISF.
The programme was conducted by inspector CS
Singh who also proposed the vote of thanks.
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Director Gyananda Law
College Dr Sheela Singh

while addressing a function
organised on the eve of
International Women’s Day on Sunday as the
chief guest appealed to women to contribute to
the nation with their ability and with self-con-
fidence NPP Chairman Manoj Jaiswal, who was
guest of honour, enumerated the schemes which
were run by the government towards empow-
erment of women and said that women should
show their ability with their acumen because gov-
ernment had provided a congenial atmosphere for
them. Honouring the women who became an ideal
for the society through their contribution, he exhort-

ed others too to avail themselves of
the schemes of the government
and work not only for themselves but
for the society too. On the occasion
Bhagwani Devi and Pragya Devi
were honoured for earning their

livelihood by driving e-rickshaw besides Uma Gupta,
Poornima Singh, Shikha Mishra, Madhu Sailani,
Rukmini Gupta and Prabhavati Devi who had
become an example with their works. The pro-
gramme was conducted by Abha Srivastava and con-
vened by Dolly Agrahari. Earlier it started with the
lighting of the ceremonial lamp and garlanding of
the portrait of Rani Lakshmibai by the chief guest
and guest of honour. Among those present were
Uma Barnwal, Anita Srivastava, Vidya Singh,
Rachna Gupta and Neeru Srivastava.
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On the eve of International
Women’s Day on Sunday at

Veer Bahadur Singh Purvanchal
University (VBSPU)’s Aryabhatta
auditorium women who had made
special contribution in various
fields were honoured by Vice-
Chancellor  (V-C) Prof Nirmala S
Mourya. Registrar Mahendra Kumar said that
the programme had been organised to encour-
age women. In it Anganbadi and ASHA work-
ers, ANM, women police, those of Gayatri
Parivar and women who had done better work
in primary and secondary education were hon-

oured. Coordinator of Mission
Shakti at the University Dr
Janhavi Srivastava welcomed
the guests and threw light on
the activities conducted under
Mission Shakti. The programme
was conducted by Dr Vanita
Singh, Dr Priyanka and Dr
Nitesh Jaiswal while the vote of
thanks was proposed by Assistant

Registrar Babita Singh. The special guests at the pro-
gramme MLAs Dr Leena Tiwari and Dr Sushma Patel,
Hina Desai, Dr Smita Srivastava amd Dr Subha Singh
were also honoured. On the occasion Controller
of Examinations VN Singh, Prof Vandana Rai, Dr
Nupur Tiwari and others were present.

�$"�)��$�'�*��!���%''�������

+�*�����!�����#�!"��#�%)"��&�*��!$

�,������	�)��&�)%!����!��%-
�;$$2��;1?21+	�/33�*"

The 32nd convocation of
Chaudhary Charan Singh

University (CCSU) will be held
on Tuesday. This was said by its
Vice-Chancellor Prof Narendra
Kumar Taneja on Monday. He
said the convocation will be
presided over by Governor

Anandiben Patel in which
Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister of Secondary and Higher
Education Dr Dinesh Sharma will
be the special guest. The chief
guest will be former Vice-
Chancellor of Gujarat University,
MN Patel, he added. Meanwhile a
meeting of the University Executive
Council was also held on Monday

regarding the preparations for the
32nd convocation of the univer-
sity and for awarding medals
and degrees to the meritorious
students.  A total of 252
medals will be given at the
convocation in which there
will be one Chancellor Silver
Medal, 23 Vice-Chancellor Gold
Medals of the year 2019 etc. 
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Under the ‘Mission Shakti ?
Mahila Suraksha Saptah’

celebrations, Kanpur
Development Authority organ-
ised a ‘Kavya Samagam’ pro-
gramme depicting the strong
presence of women in the field
of literature at Shri Atal Behari
Vajpayee auditorium.

Apart from renowned
poetesses of the country, female
employees of KDA also recited
their poetry highlighting
women’s contribution in soci-
ety and family as well.

Nodal Officer Renu Pathak
said the programme was
designed by Tehsildar Archana
Agnihotri and attended by the
KDA Vice Chairman Rakesh
Kumar Singh as chief guest.

Special guests present in
the programme were KDA
Secretary SP Singh and
Additional Secretary Dr
Gudakesh Sharma.

Poetries revolved around
highlighting the importance
of women empowerment, their
challenges, struggle, responsi-
bility and sacrifice in the soci-
ety. 

The entire event remained
dedicated to women empow-
erment and lasted for around

three hours. Eminent poet-
esses who took part in the pro-
gramme were Dr Rashmi
Kulshreshtha, Dr Shital Bajpai
and Neeru Srivastava while
Pallavi Tripathi compered the
event.

The key attraction of the

programme was the participa-
tion of female employees of
KDA who shared their senti-
ments through writing. They
included Sarita Nishad,
Rambeti, Siara Bano, Vandana,
Ruchi and Kalpana. Other
female employees, including

Lekhni Sachan and Rekha were
also present.

Renu Pathak, who chaired
the programme, proposed the
vote of thanks.

The programme ended
with the recital of the national
anthem.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar, while visiting the four
national highways crossing and
Lucknow-Agra Expressway
nearby Kanpur, underlined the
need for an apex trauma cen-
tre with 200 bed capacity so as
to save valuable lives in case of
road accidents.

He said the UP govern-
ment had taken it up as a pri-
ority and was following it up
with the Government of India
as well.

The divisional commis-
sioner said the objective of his
visit was to get a first hand
report of the project and the
current status.

He said as per the data put

up by the Traffic police in the
last five years (from 2016 to
2020) , on an average around
1,200 to 1,500 accidents
occurred in Kanpur Nagar dis-
trict in which 600 to 700 peo-
ple died  and over 1,000 peo-
ple were injured every year. He
said the important facts of the
project were gathered and nec-
essary directions were issued to
speed up the work on a war
footing.

He said around two acre
land (approx 9,500 square
metre) was identified and
reserved on the medical college
campus (LLR Hospital ) for the
project.

Shekhar said the apex trau-
ma centre would have 200
beds with various specialties in
trauma care and treatment.

He said the tentative estimat-
ed cost of the project was Rs
275 crore which included con-
struction of the building, fur-
niture. He added that the cost
of medical equipment would be
calculated separately as per
the need.

He said the project report
was sent to the UP government
and then to the Government of
India in October 2019 under
the National Health
Mission Scheme but because
of COVID-19 pandemic
and related financial
issues, the project was not
sanctioned in the current
financial year.

He said the Government of
India had referred back the
proposal to the UP government
to send it again for the year

2022-23 with the revised esti-
mates, including the cost of the
medical equipment.

The divisional commis-
sioner said that the C&DS Jal
nigam was being nominated as
the work agency for preparing
the estimates. 

He then directed C&DS Jal
Nigam and Principal of GSVM
Medical College to get things
checked on ground and to
send the revised estimate latest
by March 31 so that it could be
taken up at the earliest by the
UP government and the
Government of India.

The divisional commis-
sioner was accompanied by
the principal of medical college
and project manager, C&DS
and other officials of the med-
ical college.
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The district administration
on Monday felicitated

women on World Women's
Day as part of  the ‘Adam
Sahasi Aaj ki Nari’ theme
under Mission Shakti at
the Merchants Chamber Hall
here.

The programme was
presided over by Industrial
Development Minister Satish
Mahana and was witnessed by
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. Top district offi-
cials were also present on the
occasion.

A total of around 50
women were felicitated for
their commendable work in
different spheres and were
handed over mementos and
certificates of merit. Each
awardee was then asked to
narrate their success story.

They spoke out how they
started from scratch but rose to
success and proved to be moti-
vators for other women as

well.
The divisional commis-

sioner, district magistrate, DIG,
and dozens of other district and

police officials took part in the
function.
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Ordnance Parachute Factory
General Manager DK

Bangotra while addressing the
women employees of the OPF
on World Women's Day said
the main objective behind cel-
ebrating this day was to pro-
mote peace with women's
rights. 

He said this particular
day was marked to honour all
the women, especially the
women staff of OPF, for their
achievements irrespective of
divisions, whether national,
linguistic or cultural.

He said it would be no
exaggeration to accept that
today women had excelled in
every sphere and the women
of OPF, be it from manufac-
turing parachute, medical or
effective administration, and
played a dominant role in
many spheres. He said the
women staff was certainly

devoted and hard working
and thus they deserved all
praise from the male coun-
terparts.

Addressing the gathering
DGM Pratiksha Saini said
women had always remained
in the forefront, be it the
home front, society or nation
welfare. She said the need
today was that women should
realise their importance and
equally focus on their health
as the health of the family also
rested on their shoulders.

Addressing the gathering,
Works Manager Aisha Khan
said without the uplift of
women there could be practi-
cally no real development of
the nation. She made a fervent
appeal to the women to ensure
that they remained always
ready to fulfill their duties
towards nation and society.

She said during the
COVID-19 pandemic the role
of women had been excellent

in all the areas where they
existed.

Aisha said today’s working
women not only continued to
be that, but were pound-for-
pound as fierce corporate
warriors as men. She said
apart from that they were
mothers, partners, sisters and
daughters who not only run
their households but make
great advances for the com-
pany while deeply nurturing
their team and co-workers.

She said despite enduring
more than men, women were
proving that they were equal-
ly productive in the work-
place.

Prominent among those
who took part in the felicita-
tion function were AGM
Shishir Sinha, AGM Ashish
Kumar, Anupama Tripathi,
Kiran Rajpal and all the
female staff of the OPF.

WOMEN'S DAY AT
VSIPS:   Virendra Swarup

Institute of Professional
Studies Principal Dr Poonam
Mandan while inaugurating
the Women's Day celebra-
tions at the institute on
Monday said it was true that
women had come to the fore-
front in every sphere which
were earlier under the male
bastion. She said without
women empowerment there
could be no progress of a
nation or society. She said
women could be motivated to
empowerment through edu-
cation and said each parent
must ensure their daughters
pursued higher studies and
helped in nation building.

The students of the insti-
tute later took out a rally car-
rying posters and banners. All
the students of BEd took part.

Dr Aruna Bajpai, Prof
Poonam Gupta, Prof Sarla
Madhyan, Prof Deepika, Prof
Shipra and Prof Seema were
present.
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GSVM Medical College
Principal Prof RB Kamal

while addressing a practical
workshop on ‘lipid profile’ at
Maharana Group of
Institutions, organised by the
pharmacy department, said in
the current times when people
hardly found time for exercise
and consumed junk food due
to paucity of time, the health
was affected and if the choles-
terol shot up one developed
several complications. He said
lipid profiles reflected choles-
terol levels and helped in deter-
mining the risk of cardiovas-
cular diseases.

He said the lipid test mea-
sured one’s total cholesterol –
‘good’ HDL cholesterol, ‘bad’
LDL cholesterol, and the
triglycerides (a type of fat
found in blood) - present in the
blood.

He said cholesterol was
carried in the blood attached to
proteins called lipoproteins.
He said LDL could increase the
risk of many fatal diseases
such as atherosclerosis (block-
ing of arteries) which could
lead to cardiovascular diseases.
He said the HDL was good
cholesterol because it acted as
a shield and removed harmful
bad cholesterol. Discussing
causes of cholesterol, he said if
cholesterol persisted in one’s
family, then one might be at a
greater risk than others.

Prof Kamal said today
lifestyles that entail junk food,
alcohol, heavily processed
meats and dairy on a daily
basis, smoking and not being
physically active could increase
cholesterol levels tremendous-
ly.

He said apart from this, it
was important to eat healthy
food. He said obesity was
another cause of high choles-
terol and said one need to keep
a healthy weight of the body.

He said most of the times
there were no symptoms and
this was the reason why it was
advised to get one’s cholesterol
levels checked by a doctor reg-
ularly. 

He said people who do not
suffer from any heart disease or
high cholesterol, should also get
the cholesterol level checked
every two years.

The welcome address was
delivered by Maharana Group
Principal Dr  Vikram Sahu and
Joint Secretary Gaurav
Bhadauria. Others present were
Rubia Farhaz, VP Rathore,
Amit Mishra and several oth-
ers.
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KANPUR (PNS): Phool.Co, a
venture of Kanpur
Flowercycling Pvt. Ltd., has
been awarded the BIRAC
Innovator Award 2021 for
making ‘fleather’, a bio alter-
native to animal leather. Backed
by the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, Phool.Co
has made this biomaterial out
of temple flowers and farm
waste but it performs almost
like leather. Besides being an
eco-friendly substitute, fleather
can be customised for aesthet-
ic expression, flexibility, density
and strength. IIT-K Director
Prof Abhay Karandikar said, “I
am happy that Phool.Co has
been recognised for its work. It
is not only a great business but
also a great workplace provid-
ing livelihood to more than 100
women from the marginalised
section of the society.”
Phool.Co founder Ankit
Agarwal said, “We humans
love leather. It delivers status,
luxury and comfort. But leather
is a co-product of the livestock
industry that produces around
18 per cent of the total earth’s
greenhouse emission. Fleather
can perform like leather while
significantly cutting down the
emission and reusing temple
and farm waste.” Founded in
2017, Phool Co. is at Startup
Incubation and Innovation
Centre (SIIC) at IIT-Kanpur
and has developed the ‘fleather’
material on the principles of
biomimicry. This is a means to
sustainable fashion, and the
product as well as its produc-
tion will help to cut down the
pollution caused by several
traditional downstream leather
tanning industries. At that
same time, the fleather manu-
facturing units will open an
archway of job opportunities to
women from the marginalised
sections of society.
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With the objective to give
more representation to

women, the Indian Navy, in a
major step, has deployed four
women officers on board its
warships for the first time after
many years. So far, officers were
serving only on shore-based
assignments.

The demand for deploying
women officers on warships
was pending for the past many
years. However, the Navy was
reluctant to do so due to vari-
ous practical issues including
separate washrooms and living
quarters on the ships.

So far, women officers in
the Navy were deployed in
land-based assignments. Some
of them were also flying heli-
copters. However, a stint on the
warship came about recently.
They were deployed on ships
about 23 years back and then
it was discontinued due to
logistical and related issues.

Giving details of the path-
breaking step on the
International Women’s Day,
Navy officials said here on
Monday four women officers
were recently posted on war-
ships.  Two of them were now
serving on the aircraft carrier
INS Vikramaditya while two
others are deployed on the
tanker ship INS Shakti.

It was for the first time
since 1998 that women officers
will be posted on warships.
Back then, women officers
started getting deployed
onboard warships but the deci-
sion was changed soon after
due to certain logistical and
other issues.

In the latest development,
women officers deployed
onboard the tanker vessel INS

Shakti include a doctor and
logistics officer. The two
women officers posted
onboard India’s lone aircraft
carrier INS Vikramaditya

include air traffic controller
and a logistics officer.

A present, the Navy has
704 women officers who form
6.5% of the overall officer

cadre. To mark Women’s Day,
the Navy on Monday released
a video shot aboard INS Shakti
with messages from the two
women officers posted on the

tanker.
“They say women can’t

have it all. But I would say dare
to be different. The Indian
Navy gave me the opportuni-
ty to be different and to dare,”
said one of two women offi-
cers.

Over the years, the Navy
inducted women officers in
different assignments. Last
September, two women offi-
cers were selected for the heli-
copter stream.  They were first
women in the navy’s history to
operate from flight decks of
warships and stay on board the
vessels.

The two women officers,

Sub-Lieutenants Kumudini
Tyagi and Riti Singh, were
among the 17 officers who
were awarded wings on grad-
uating as observers at a cere-
mony held in Kochi.

As observers, the two
women have been trained for
a variety of roles including nav-
igation, flying procedures, tac-
tics employed in air warfare,
anti-submarine warfare and
airborne avionic systems. They
are likely to be posted on war-
ships by the year-end, officials
said.

These women officers will
be posted onboard maritime
reconnaissance and anti-sub-

marine warfare helicopters of
the navy. In order to overcome
the issue of separate wash-
rooms and living quarters on
board, the Navy some years
back started building separate
cabins and toilets for women
officers on its warships.

The force also recently
deployed a lady officer as the
first women defence attache
posted abroad. The lady offi-
cer is Lieutenant Commander

Karabi Gogoi who is posted at
Moscow as naval attache.

The IAF had opened the
coveted fighter flying stream
for women in 2015 by select-
ing four officers to fly MIG-
21s.  The Army is yet to induct
women officers in combat
arms including the infantry,
artillery and armoured corps.
As of now, there are nearly
9,120 women currently serving
the army, navy and air force.
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Several Rajya Sabha mem-
bers on International

Women’s Day on Monday
pushed for at least one-third
reservation for women in
Parliament and State
Assemblies, saying this will
ensure they get adequate rep-
resentation. The demand
comes in the backdrop of a Bill
which sought to give 33 per
cent reservation to women in
Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies lapsing a few years
ago.

Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu on the occa-
sion appreciated the services
rendered by women members
of the House for the country’s
development and prosperity.
“We need to ensure an envi-
ronment that allows women to
express themselves to their
full potential in the form of
both words and deeds,” Naidu
said and wished them more
strength and power. The
chairman also acknowledged
the contribution of women cit-
izens to the development of the
nation.

Congress member Chhaya
Verma recalled that the
Government of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had

given reservation to women in
local bodies. Similar provisions
should be made for women in
State Assemblies, Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha, she said.
Nominated member Sonal
Mansingh made a case of cel-
ebrating ‘international men’s
day’ on the line of women’s
day.

Shiv Sena member
Priyanka Chaturvedi was of
the opinion that as women
form around 50 per cent of the
country’s population, their
representation in Parliament
and state assemblies too
should be in the same pro-

portion, and not merely 33 per
cent. Naidu earlier appreciat-
ed that women across the
world and in our country have
been at the forefront of tack-
ling the covid pandemic, be it
as doctors, healthcare workers,
bureaucrats, scientists, inno-
vators, community organis-
ers or caregivers at home. 

Referring to the history of
India freedom struggle and
active participation of women
in all walks of life, Naidu said
that the women of our coun-
try have been active partici-
pants in shaping the history
and contemporary times.
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To mark International
Women’s Day, the first

commercial passenger flight to
Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh oper-
ated by an all-woman crew was
flagged off from the Delhi air-
port by Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Monday.

In a tweet, Puri said
Indian carriers employ close
to 12.4% women pilots. “India
tops in the proportion of
women pilots than any other
nation. Indian carriers employ
close to 12.4% women pilots,
which is much higher than the
world average of 5.4%,” Puri
tweeted. In another tweet, the
aviation minister said:
“Women power soars high!
210 women pilots including
103 captains are a part of the
Air India family. AAI is effi-

ciently women-ed by 507
women Air Traff ic
Controllers.”

The percentage of female
pilots in India is twice as
high as in most Western coun-
tries, including the United
States and Australia. Globally,
less than 5 per cent of pilots
are women, according to the
International Society of
Women Airline Pilots.

Meanwhile, in a state-
ment, the civil aviation min-
istry said that the Bareilly
airport has been upgraded
for commercial flight opera-
tions under the regional con-
nectivity scheme – Ude Desh
ka Aam Nagrik (RCS-UDAN)
of the Government of India.

The al l-woman crew
operated Alliance Air’s Delhi-
Bareilly inaugural flight on
International Women’s Day, it
said.
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On the occasion of
International Women’s

Day, the Union Home Ministry
on Monday listed out initia-
tives through the Nirbhaya
Fund to enhance the safety and
security of women in the coun-
try. For his part, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah also said
that women empowerment
has always been the focal point
of the policies of the Narendra
Modi Government. 

The MHA said �200 crore
has been sanctioned to States
and Union Territories (UTs) to
set up women help desks in
police stations and to strength-
en anti-human trafficking
units in all districts of the
country. 

A separate women safety
division has also been set up in

the home ministry to sensitise
states and UTs on women
safety related issues including
timely completion of investi-
gation of sexual assault cases,
it said.

“The Government has
sanctioned �200 crore to States
and UTs to set up Women
Help Desks in police stations,
and to set up or strengthen
Anti Human Trafficking Units
in all districts of the country as
also on vulnerable borders,” the
statement said. 

The home ministry said
the Bureau of Police Research
and Development has distrib-
uted 14,950 Sexual Assault
Evidence Collection kits to
states and UTs and these SAEC
kits will facilitate the efficient
collection, handling and stor-
age of forensic evidence in
cases of sexual assault. 
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Covid-19 is profoundly
affecting the lives of girls

as they face pandemic-relat-
ed travel restrictions and
physical distancing restricting
their access to the health
care, social services and com-
munity support that protect
them from child marriage,
unwanted pregnancy and
gender-based violence,
UNICEF has pointed out.

On the occasion of
International Women’s Day, in
its analysis, ‘Covid-19: A
threat to progress against
child marriage’, the world
child body has warned that 10
million additional child mar-
riages may occur before the
end of the decade, threaten-

ing years of progress in reduc-
ing the practice.

More so as  schools
remain closed, girls are more
likely to drop out of education
and not return while job loss-
es and increased economic
insecurity may also force fam-
ilies to marry their daughters
to ease financial burdens.

As per the report, India is
among five countries in the
world which account for about
half of the total child brides
while worldwide, an estimated
650 million girls and women
alive today were married in
childhood, with about half of
those occurring in Bangladesh,
Brazil, Ethiopia, India and 
Nigeria, according to the
analysis. To off-set the impacts
of COVID-19 and end the

practice by 2030 – the target set
out in the Sustainable
Development Goals – progress
must be significantly acceler-
ated, it said.

“One year into the pan-
demic, immediate action is
needed to mitigate the toll on
girls and their families. By
reopening schools, imple-
menting effective laws and
policies, ensuring access to
health and social services –
including sexual and repro-
ductive health services – and
providing comprehensive
social protection measures for
families, we can significantly
reduce a girl’s risk of having her
childhood stolen through child
marriage,” said UNICEF
Executive Director Henrietta
Fore.
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The production of two main
kitchen staples — potato

and onion — is estimated to
be higher than last year, as per
the Ministry of Agriculture.
However, in case of tomatoes,
the production is pegged
slightly lower to 20.14 million
tonne this year from 21.17
million tonne last year and
this may hit the common
man budget in the coming
days. With 326.58 MT horti-
culture crops production in
2020-21, the first advance
estimate of horticulture crops
for the year 2020-21, the
Ministry has estimated that
onion production is likely to
be 26.29 Million Tons (MT) as
compared to 26.09 MT in
2019-20 and potato produc-
tion is estimated to be 50.19
MT against production of

48.56 MT last year. The toma-
to production is expected to
be less from 21.17 MT last
year to 20.14 MT in 2020-21.

Nevertheless, retail onion
and tomato prices are running
between �35-60 a kg for the
past two months due to lower
supply in the mandis across
the country. Onion prices
across the country, particu-
larly in primary agricultural
markets near the growing
regions, have crashed between
30 per cent and 40 per cent
over the last 10 days as the late
kharif crop has begun to flood
the markets. Traders and
exporters fear further fall in
the bulb’s prices as the rabi
crop is all set to hit the mar-
kets any time after March 15.
“Onion prices had topped
�4,000 a quintal in Nashik in
the third week of February,
but they have now dropped to

levels of � 2,500 as late Kharif
crop arrivals have increased
since the last 4-5 days,” said a
trader.

Potato prices have crashed
by about 80 per cent in vari-
ous primary agricultural mar-
kets in major producer-States
from a peak of Rs 2,750-2,900
a quintal seen in November
last year as arrivals have begun
to flood the markets. Potato is
ruling to Rs 10-12 a kg.

As per the first advance
estimate, the fruits production
too is estimated to be 103.23
MT compared to 102.03 MT
in 2019-20 and vegetables
production is estimated to be
193.61 MT compared to
188.91 MT last year. Total hor-
ticulture production in 2020-
21 is estimated to be 326.58
MT, an increase of about 5.81
MT from 320.76 million
tonne last year.
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The Congress on Monday
said it would continue to

protest against rising inflation
and high prices of petroleum
products, and would demand
a discussion on the issue in
Parliament. The first day of
the second part of the Budget
Session of Parliament in Rajya
Sabha was virtually washed
out due to the uproar created
by the Congress. 

Congress has alleged the
Modi Government has earned
at least �21 lakh crore in the
last over six years by raising
prices of petrol, diesel and
LPG.

Talking to media outside
the Parliament, Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha

Mallikarjun Kharge said he
had given a notice to the
chairman under rule 267 for
a discussion on rising prices
of petrol, diesel and LPG, due
to which farmers, women and
common people are upset, but
it was disallowed. “We want-
ed to raise the anger among
people against the rise in
prices and wanted to raise it
in Parl iament.  But the
Government did not agree to
it as it was not ready. We will
continue to raise our demand,
and our agitation for raising
the voice of the common man
wil l  a lso continue in
Parliament,” Kharge said.

Kharge said when the
Congress raises such issues, it
is not given time to raise
them in Parliament. 

����� ��������	

Peeved over some Elders not
attending the parliamen-

tary proceedings during the
Session even when they are in
the national Capital, Rajya
Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday urged the
MPs to come to the House to
enrich their knowledge and be
present during their allotted
standing committee meetings.

Making this point when
the Upper House met for the
first day of the second half of
the budget session, he appealed
to the members to be present
to enhance understanding of
parliamentary procedures and
also use the library facility.

Naidu said he was told
that some members do not
attend the proceedings even
when they are in the national
capital. He, however, made it
clear that he was not referring
to any particular member or
any party. “I appeal to all the
members, please make it a
point to be in the House and
then observe debates, enrich
your knowledge,” he said.

“The Parliament Library is
completing 100 years this year.
It has a huge collection of
about 14 lakh books including
hundreds of journals in all
languages. I am told that the
footfall of Members of
Parliament in this source of
information and knowledge is

not very encouraging,” Naidu
said, stressing that sufficient
homework is required on the
part of members to make qual-
ity contribution to debates and
interventions.

Naidu also gave an account
of the examination of the
Demands for Grants for 2021-
22 of various ministries under-
taken by the eight Department
Related Parliamentary Standing
Committees of the Rajya Sabha
during the three-week-recess
after the first part of the ongo-
ing Budget session of
Parliament. He referred to sev-
eral positives that emerged
during the Budget scrutiny by
the Committees of Rajya Sabha
and some concerns as well.
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Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat on

Monday met the BJP Central
leadership amid reports that he
may be replaced following dis-
sidence against him over his
style of functioning .

Rawat  met  BJP President
JP Nadda, who in turn dis-
cussed the political situation in
the hill State with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Talk of a leadership is rife  in
Uttarakhand ahead of elections
next year as Rawat, 60,  com-
pletes his four years at the
helm.  

On Saturday, the central

leadership rushed two central
party observers, Raman Singh
and Dushyant Gautam, to
Dehradun  to oversee the situ-
ation.

The BJP leaders met with
MLAs, ministers and also with
the Chief Minister and the RSS
functionaries  and submitted a
report to Nadda.

Uttarakhand  BJP head
Banshidhar Bhagat has, how-
ever,  denied  any move to
replace the incumbent Chief
Minister. According to dissident
MLAs, continuation of Rawat
may cost the party in the 2022
assembly polls with anti-incum-
bency against him  being “on the
rise”, they said.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has taken

over the case of a vehicle laden
with explosives being found
near top industrialist Mukesh
Ambani's residence in Mumbai,
an official spokesperson said on
Monday.

“NIA has received orders
from MHA (Ministry of Home
Affairs, GoI (Government of
India) for investigation of case
FIR No 35/2020 registered at
Police Station Gamdevi on
25.02.2021. This case relates to
recovery of explosives from a
Mahindra Scorpio parked at
Carmichael Road, Mumbai,”
the NIA said in a statement.

NIA is in the process of re-
registering the case, it further
said. The Scorpio, with 20
gelatin sticks inside, was found
near Ambani's high-rise south
Mumbai home on February
25. According to the police, the
vehicle was stolen from Airoli-
Mulund Bridge on February 18.

In yet another twist, Hiren
Mansukh, the purported owner
of the vehicle, was found dead

in a creek in Thane on Friday.
Meanwhile, Maharashtra

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Monday said the
NIA taking over the case sug-
gests something was “fishy”.

Talking to reporters in
Mumbai, Thackeray said gov-
ernments come and go, but the
official administrative machin-
ery remains the same and one
needs to trust it.

On Sunday, the
Maharashtra Anti-terrorism
Squad (ATS) registered the FIR
against unidentified persons
on the orders of the State Home
Department under IPC
Sections 302 (murder), 201
(causing disappearance of evi-
dence of offence) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy).

Thackeray said, “We had
handed over the case of the
vehicle laden with explosives
and the mysterious death of
Mansukh Hiren to the ATS.
The NIA taking over the case
shows something was fishy.”

The ATS will continue to
conduct its probe into Hiren's
death, the CM said.

He said the opposition does

not have faith in the state
machinery and wanted to show
it doesn't function.

“If that is so, why is it
demanding that the state gov-
ernment reduce taxes on fuel?”
the chief minister asked.

Thackeray also said the
state police will conduct probe
into the alleged suicide of Lok
Sabha member Mohan Delkar
and punish the guilty.

Delkar (58), a seven-term
MP from the Dadra and Nagar
Haveli Union Territory, was
found dead at a hotel on Marine
Drive in south Mumbai on
February 22. 

“A Union Territory is gov-
erned by the Centre. We will
take the case to its logical end.
I wonder how the Opposition
here is quiet on the issue of the
seven-term MP ending his life,”
Thackeray said. On Monday,
Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh said in the
Assembly that the state police
was capable of solving the case
of auto parts dealer Mansukh
Hiren's death and the recovery
of the explosives-laden car near
Ambani's residence.
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The Shiv Sena-led MVA
Government on Monday

proposed hikes in the State
Excise Duty and Value Added
Tax (VAT) on the sale of liquor
through which it hoped to
mobilise an additional revenue
of Rs 1,800, while it announced
one per cent concession on the
transfer of house or registration
of sale deed in the name of a
woman or women.

In his first budget present-
ed after the break-out of Covid-
19 in Maharashtra in March last
year, Deputy Chief minister Ajit
Pawar announced  three farmer-
friendly measures  --- zero per
cent interest crop loans up to a
borrowing limit of Rs 3 lakh, Rs

2000 crore scheme for strength-
ening Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committees
(APMCs) and 33 per cent con-
cession on farmers’ electricity
bills.

Alluding to additional rev-
enue generation by way of hikes
in the State Excise Duty and
VAT on liquor,  Pawar – who
holds the Stare Finance portfo-
lio -- announced the state gov-
ernment’s decision  to classify
country liquor into two separate
categories as branded and non-
branded country liquor. The two
separate categorisation of
branded and non-branded
country liquor involved an
increase of State Excise Duty to
Rs. 220 percent of manufactur-
ing cost or Rs. 187 per proof litre

whichever is high on branded
country liquor only.

The deputy chief minister
said that owing to the State
Excise Duty and VAT on liquor,
the state government was
expected to net an additional
revenue of Rs. 800 crore.

Pawar proposed to increase
the rate of Value Added Tax
(VAT) on the sale of liquor as
prescribed in Schedule-B of
Value Added Tax Act from the
existing 60 percent to 65 percent.
He also proposed to increase the
rate of Value Added Tax (VAT)
on the sale of liquor as pre-
scribed in Section 41 (5) of Value
Added Tax Act from the exist-
ing 35 percent to 40 percent.

Pawar said that owing to the
VAT, the state government was

expected to get additional rev-
enue of Rs 1000 crore.

In a tax concession measure
announced on the occasion of
International Women’s Day, the
Deputy chief minister proposed
concession of one per cent in the
Stamp Duty on the prevailing
rate exclusively to Women, “pro-
vided the transfer of house
property or registration of sale
deed is in the name of woman
or women only”.

Pawar said that owing to the
proposed tax concession, there
would be revenue shortfall of
around Rs 1000 Crore to the
State Exchequer.

In a couple of several health
infrastructure measures
announced in the wake of the
continuing Covid-19 crisis in the

state, Pawar said that a Rs 7500
crore project involving the con-
struction and upgradation of
health institutions would be
completed in the next four
years, while Rs. 5000 crore will
be provided by the government
in the next 5 years for quality
healthØ services in the
Municipal Councils and Nagar
Panchayats. Of the total alloca-
tion, Rs 800 crore would be
spent during the current year.

He also announced a cancer
Diagnosis Facility in 150 hospi-
tals and establishment of new
Government Medical Colleges at
Sindhudurg, Osmanabad,
Nashik, Raigad and Satara. H e
said that medical colleges would
also be set up at Parbhani and
Amravati.
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New Delhi: The Akhil Bharatiya Pratinidhi
Sabha (ABPS), the highest decision-making
body of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
will hold its two-day annual meet from March 19
to March 20 in Bengaluru  which is expected to
affect key changes in the organization. The
meeting was earlier planned for Nagpur, but had
to be relocated due to the active COVID-19 cases
in Maharashtra. According to sources , the
meeting –– which will have in attendance  about
500 to 550  RSS brass will be held on March 19
and 20. Election to the highest executive post of
the organisation, Sar Karyavah (general secretary),
is expected  to take place during the meeting.

Last year, the meeting was scheduled to be
held in Bengaluru from March 15 to 17 but was
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. “About
500-550 delegates are likely to participate in the
event. Sarsanghchalak  of RSS Dr Mohan Bhagwat,
Sar Karyavah Bhayyaji Joshi and other leaders of
the outfit will be in attendance.Several outfits of
the RSS will not be attending the meet on account
of COvid19 protocol. The meeting will review  the
work done by the RSS in last three-years and set
the road map for coming years. Sources said
Covid19 offered RSS workers opportunity to work
with people extensively  and the meeting would
also appraise that experience.  PNS
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with foreign breeds, mainly
Jersey and Holstein, that it’s
hard to tell what is indigenous
anymore. Many farmers fear
that the story of the Indian
bull will be their story, too, if
the three farm laws and a neo-
company raj enter India. Only
with minimal farmers and
maximum fossil fuel-based
machines will the fields 
be cultivated.

The more immediate
challenge to the revolution is,
of course, the increasing heat
— political and physical.
Temperature variations have
already started affecting peo-
ple’s health. With hotter days
ahead, the entire encamp-
ments are modifying their
tents. Many farmers are now
constructing high bamboo-
and-canvas tents for better air
circulation. The supply of
drinking water and perish-
able items like milk is becom-
ing slightly problematic.
Food wastage may also
increase due to insufficient
refrigeration facility. Farmers
have mobilised another
round of fundraising for
installing reverse osmosis
(RO) plants within the
encampments at Tikri border
because the groundwater is
highly contaminated with
industrial effluents.

The Ghazipur border is
also going for a summer
makeover. Much of the
encampment at this border is
on the Asian Highway2
(AH2). Surrounding it are
Ghazipur’s garbage moun-
tain, posh apartments and an
open sewage canal that flows
underneath it. The summer
will bring mosquitoes and
diseases. Both the sites will
have to be prepared to com-
bat vector and water-borne
diseases. As these fears grow,
a farmer from Jind died by
suicide at the Tikri border. An
avoidable death!

The farmers’ revolution
has transformed from an
agrarian movement into a
united opposition to the total-
itarian Government. The BJP
has suffered electorally in
Punjab and Haryana and a
strict boycott of the BJP and its
leaders is in place in these
States. While all eyes are on
Bengal, the farmer leaders are
expanding their base to the
States of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.
The morale on the ground at
the revolution sites has never
been higher. Because the
encampments have become a
breeding ground for hope,
camaraderie is the only cure
for hate. Many of these farm-

ers have stepped out of their
region for the first time, yet
they quickly learnt to work and
endure suffering together. The
movement is more disciplined
than earlier and the farmers are
ready to continue resisting.

Penance has been the
path to spiritual awakening
— Jesus on the cross or
Buddha starving under the
Bodhi tree — and the farm-
ers are also suffering for the
sins of our world. A bullet
may bring them death as a
slaughter may begin any day
but they hope their deaths
will not be in vain and shall
wake up a sleeping world. It
will bring together farmers
and citizens all over the world
to rise against this evil.
Despite the odds, the farm-
ers are hopeful.

Our world and democra-
cy is at a dangerous cross-
roads — Earth and millions
of farmers on one side and
Big Ag and corporate tyran-
ny on the other. If Indian
farmers win, democracy of
the world lives; otherwise,
Aldous Huxley’s ‘Brave New
World’ awaits us all.

(The author writes on
agriculture and environment,
and is the Director — Green
India. The views expressed are
personal.)
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As an orange sun hung
over the Tikri border;
Rakesh Tikait along
with other leaders was

addressing the gathering of
farmers on the 99th evening of
the farmers’ revolution. To mark
the 100th day, plans were to be
made. Farmers were preparing
to block the National Highway
into Delhi for five hours; a task
they did well and peacefully.
Tikait gave a call again to farm-
ers around the nation “to be pre-
pared for the harvest” and to
bolster the revolution simulta-
neously. Speeches ended and a
selfie frenzy began. The young,
the old, the media and the
police, all wanted to be in this
moment as it was special in the
history of the world. Winter,
spring and now summer, yet the
farmers’ revolution lives on.

But far from the maddening
crowds, the revolution had got
a new friend. Against public
advice, he kept ramming into
the yellow police barricades, try-
ing to enter Delhi. I caught him
red-handed. Shyly, he ducked
and began to look at the carrot
shavings. His mind was yet to
understand why humans used
barricades. The suspect was
big, blackish and middle aged.
His curved big black horns
made him stand out; he was an
Indian humped bull.

The advances in farm
machinery and artificial insem-
ination have made the indige-
nous bull redundant. Most farm-
ers sell off the male calves at birth
and the remaining ones roam the
streets of cities and townships
scavenging on garbage. The
more lucky ones are sold to
slaughterhouses to meet death
quickly. There is also a special
class of bulls that is part of the
artificial insemination industry;
they are bred and dishonoured
by sophisticated instruments,
robbing them of their spermato-
zoa. Today the Indian bull, far
from being Shiv’s ‘Nandi’, is a
pariah and first victim of indus-
trial agriculture. With less than
one per cent bulls working the
farms, India flaunts a large dairy
and cattle-rearing sector. The
Indian species are so intermixed
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Sir — Each year, March 8 is celebrated as
International Women’s Day. It goes without
saying that women have proved their worth
in all spheres and their progress is beyond
any doubt. Indian women, too, have shown
men that they are second to none. But we
need to introspect that why we still have to
talk about women empowerment and gen-
der equality. 

We have not achieved these things and
the reality is very disappointing. Daughters
are committing suicide daily in our coun-
try as they are forced by their husbands and
in-laws to meet their demand for dowry.
Many people in villages still hesitate to send
their daughters to schools and marry them
off at an early age. Even in big metros,
women are faced with discrimination of var-
ious types at the workplaces and at their
homes. They are sexually abused and
harassed at the hands of their male col-
leagues, while at home they are subjected
to domestic violence. The situation of
women in politics is also not much better.
There are very few women in politics as
compared to men and they are not enough
to pressure the Government to make laws
more favourable for the women. 

The fair sex is rather treated unfairly in
our country and working women in tradi-
tional domains of men are looked down
upon by their peers. When will this situa-
tion change? What are the responsibilities
of NGOs, States, the Centre  and civil soci-
ety with respect to improving the condition
of women? When will women rise against
their tormentors? 

Bal Govind | Noida
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Sir —As COVID-19 cases are again on the
rise in India, it is time to accelerate our vac-
cination drive. The Government must
involve more private hospitals and set up
mobile clinics for vaccination. The States and
Centre must deploy their ambulance ser-
vices for getting people inoculated. The
elderly should have the facility of calling
ambulance home for taking them to the
nearest centre for getting the jab. Further,

a door-to-door vaccination drive should be
conducted not only in big cities but also in
towns and villages. 

Vaccination is a safe and effective way
to prevent disease and save lives — now
more than ever. Today there are vaccines
available to protect against at least 20 dis-
eases. Further, there should be no crowd-
ing at the vaccination centres and arrange-
ments for potable water and toilet facilities
should be made available to all, especially
the elders. 

We must also not forget that safety pre-
cautions are the key to keep Coronavirus at
bay and wearing of masks and sanitising
hands is essential. 

Those who have taken the shot must
take the subsequent doses within the stip-
ulated time, else it might prove futile and
defeat the very purpose. 

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai

������������������������������������
Sir — If the massive crowd at the Prime

Minister’s rally at the Brigade Parade
Ground in Kolkata is anything to go by, the
indication is clear that the TMC is going and
BJP is coming to power in West Bengal.
Further, the schemes of the Centre will give
BJP an edge; however, the recent rise in the
prices of fuel and LPG cylinder will have a
bearing on the BJP’s vote bank. 

The Centre should not have allowed the
prices of petrol, diesel and LPG to touch the
sky. The rise in LPG prices especially wor-
ries women a lot and, despite the Centre’s
Ujjwala Yojana, might affect the BJP’s vote
bank. 

What will happen cannot be exactly pre-
dicted but it seems that the people of West
Bengal are fed up with the rule of Mamata
Banerjee and will most likely vote her out
of power.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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Every year on International Women’s Day the
world celebrates the achievements of women
in  social, economic, cultural and political

spheres. Not many are aware that this special day
for women began as a labour movement in 1908,
when 15,000 women marched through New York
City demanding shorter working hours, better pay
and the right to vote. March 8 was taken up as the
official International Women’s Day in 1975 by the
United Nations. This year’s theme was centred
around celebrating the tremendous efforts of
women/girls in shaping a more equal future and also
in aiding recovery from the pandemic. However, it
is imperative to highlight the gaps that remain and
the way forward to address them successfully. 

Gender inequality in the labour market, partic-
ularly in the context of developing nations, is one
area of concern that still poses a great challenge, par-
ticularly in a country like India. Historically,
women have been denied many opportunities due
to deep-rooted biases in the social system. These
eventually lead to labour market inequality as such
discrimination is not limited to the domestic arena
only but extends beyond the household. The
underlying factors that cause such discrimination
in India are the sex ratio at birth, life expectancy at
birth, the infant mortality rate, the under-five mor-
tality rate, the maternal mortality rate, nutritional
deprivation, inequality in literacy rates and the gen-
der gap at the highest level of political decision-mak-
ing. These inequalities have direct implications for
labour market outcomes in terms of women’s par-
ticipation in economic activities. Even with similar
educational attainments and skill sets as men, women
are denied opportunities, which leads to significant
differences in status of work, income and occupa-
tions. Despite the introduction of many affirmative
policy actions, such exclusionary approaches remain.

Inequality in the labour market: While some
studies have noted an improvement in employment
conditions for women, with rising salaries and more
participation in quality or decent jobs, other stud-
ies have highlighted jobless growth and declining
participation in the labour market in the past
decades. The pandemic severely hit economic
activities of those who were at the lower rung of the
occupation hierarchy, particularly women working
in the informal economy. They were out of jobs for
a significant period of the outbreak and those who
managed to hold on to one had to face wage cuts.
This has further precipitated the vulnerability of
women. 

Employment and education/skill level:
Globalisation has led to an increase in women’s par-
ticipation in the labour market in India. But there
is still a huge gender gap, with only 18 per cent of
women employed as compared to 47 per cent men.
It is often argued that women are engaged in most-
ly low-skilled, low-paid work under precarious work
conditions. Education and skill level play a key role
in access to the labour market and in the quality of
work one gets. 

Almost half of the working women (42 per cent)
are illiterate compared to 19 per cent men, and
around 77 per cent are educated up to the upper pri-
mary level as compared to 62 per cent men. There
is a significant difference between the higher edu-
cation level of working women and men, i.e. 23 per
cent of women as compared to 38 per cent of men
are educated above the secondary level.

Job quality and occupations:
More than half of working women
(53 per cent) are engaged in self-
employment, whereas one-fourth
take up some form of casual work (25
per cent) and only 22 per cent are in
regular salaried jobs. The share of
men engaged in regular work (24 per
cent) is relatively higher, while their
share in casual employment (24 per
cent) is slightly lower. Further, differ-
ences are also observed in terms of
occupational segregation in the
labour market i.e. the difference in the
share of men versus women within
an occupation. Such segmentation is
widespread within occupational
groups. 

The occupational distribution
by gender shows that women (28 per
cent) are relatively more involved than
men (22 per cent) in low-paid and
unskilled jobs, such as elementary
occupations (domestic helpers, clean-
ers, street vendors and garbage col-
lectors), services (personal care,
housekeeping and salespersons) and
as office and customer service clerks.
Women (10 per cent) are also under-
represented in high-skill and well paid
jobs, such as those of professionals,
technicians and associate profes-
sionals, as compared to men (13 per
cent). Additionally, the  percentage of
women (92 per cent) engaged in
informal employment in the country
is higher than men (88 per cent). 

Unemployment, NEET and
inactive people: The overall employ-
ment level among women (five per
cent) is less than their male (six per
cent) counterparts. The unemploy-

ment rate among young (15-29 years)
women is not only significantly high
(18 per cent) but also greater than
men (17 per cent). The trend also
shows a sizable increase in youth who
are not in employment, education and
training (NEET), among whom a
large proportion is that of women.
More than half of young women (55
per cent) are in the NEET category
with only 13 per cent of young men
featuring in it. Additionally, 84 per
cent of young women are inactive as
compared to 41 per cent of men. The
inactive youth include those who face
employment difficulties and may
drop out of the labour force when
jobs are hard to find, whether for
study, leisure, illicit activities or due
to inertia. Women face many social
and economic hurdles which limit
their participation in the labour
market and this may lead to labour
market inactivity.

Factors aiding inequality: There
are many factors that contribute to
labour market inequality. Mehta and
Awasthi (2019) analysed various fac-
tors through an econometric decom-
position exercise. Their study revealed
four important factors:  Educational
qualification or skill level is one of the
most important factors contributing
to inequality, as individuals with
high education or skill level can access
better jobs or have higher chances of
getting a decent job;  access to a
decent quality job or a regular formal
salaried job, which provides better
and secure income, while casual
work is irregular and low paid; gen-
der, as various socio-economic con-

ditions and other restrictions cause
women to have a lower labour force
participation rate and lastly work
experience, as people with experience
are more likely to get better access to
the labour market.There are other fac-
tors such as social groups, income
level or poverty and rural and urban
location which play a key role in gen-
der inequality in the labour market. 

The way forward: Rising
inequality in the labour market is a
reality, with the differences between
the male and female population
growing wider. Though, over the
years, female presence in regular or
high-skilled and better-paid jobs has
improved but still a large number of
them are engaged in low-paid and
unskilled jobs. In recent years, the
growing enrollment of young women
in secondary and tertiary-level edu-
cation has resulted in them being bet-
ter-skilled employees and their pro-
liferation in decent employment.
This trend is seen particularly in the
services sector, especially in financial
services and information technology.
Hence, apart from a gender-friend-
ly environment, it is necessary to
make education up to the secondary
level universal and free. 

However, the growing number of
women in the NEET category and the
higher unemployment level among
educated or skilled women is negat-
ing the advances made through such
measures. Therefore, it is not only
participation in higher education
that will provide a comprehensive
solution but skills training relevant to
the market demand is also necessary. 
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Urban development in
India is largely obstruct-
ed by the lack of avail-

ability of land at affordable
prices, a key prerequisite for
infrastructure development and
housing. According to the
Numbeo database for 2021,
Mumbai is among the top 10
cities with the highest price-to-
income ratios. The reason for
the high price of land available
for infrastructure development
or residential stock in India is
directly linked to the complex-
ities of the land acquisition
process. 

With a number of loop-
holes in its current design, it has
been largely debated by various
researchers and policymakers.
Making matters worse, the lack
of clear land titles and the need
for obtaining approvals and
clearances from civic authori-
ties impedes the progress of a
project.

As it has been a long-

standing problem, it is imper-
ative to seek solutions and
adopt appropriate policy mod-
els to address it. Taking cue
from China’s journey can prove
helpful. The improved infra-
structure quality has been a fun-
damental source of China’s
economic growth, which cur-
rently stands on a par with the
advanced economies. 

As per the World Bank’s
Infrastructure Index for 2018,
Beijing appeared in the top 20
ranks alongside other advanced
economies with a score of 3.75.
India, in contrast, was one of the
low-scoring countries on the
index at 2.91. This fast-paced
development of the Chinese
economy forces one to think
about its model of infrastruc-
ture development.

Of the many steps taken by
the Chinese Government, a
significant effort relates to mon-
etisation of public land to devel-
op infrastructure. According to

an estimate by Chinese
researchers, the Government
allocated 1,38,267 hectare of
land in 2010 for infrastruc-
ture, which was around 20 per
cent of the total State-owned
land.

Financial support in the
form of this land allocation
can be gauged by the fact that
had State Governments pur-
chased the same at market
rates, they would have ended
up paying 1,292.8 billion
yuan, amounting to 31.8 per
cent of their total revenue in
2010. This model can be
replicated and adopted by India
by making unutilised land with
Government departments and
Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) available to private play-
ers for infrastructure develop-
ment or housing construction,
thereby filling the existing gap. 

The Union Budget 2021-22
has proposed monetisation of
land belonging to the

Government-owned compa-
nies and PSUs by way of direct
sale, concessions or other suit-
able means.  The plan is to
launch a Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV) in this pursuit.
The decision is likely to free up
a large extent of land for build-
ing infrastructure and afford-
able housing projects.
According to various estimates
available in public domain, the

land held by various
Government agencies is over
5,00,000 HA, of which, over
1,60,000 HA is held across
various airports, seaports and
by the railways.
Approximately 11.8 lakh acres
is owned by the Railway
Ministry, out of which about
1.26 lakh acres is not in any
kind of use. For the pro-
posed land monetisation, it is
pertinent to ensure prepara-
tion on various fronts. First,
record of lands with plot
ownership and boundaries
should be available in an

updated form, without any dis-
putes or any other encum-
brances like lease terms of the
PSUs. Though States are mak-
ing substantial progress in digi-
tising land records, there is still
a long road ahead for improv-
ing its quality, as has been
exhibited by National Council
of Applied Economic Research
(NCAER) Land Records and

Services Index (N-LRSI) in its
2020 and 2021 editions. The
proposed SPV meant to carry
out the monetisation process
should take the essential steps
for making land assets of PSUs
free of any hindrances.  

Canada’s experience can
offer some useful lessons in
designing an SPV — Canada
Lands Company — identifies
and purchases surplus proper-
ties (including Government-
owned land) at market prices.
It further manages the pur-
chased properties and finally
sells it to private entities. 

Since 1995, it has developed
2,000 affordable housing pro-
jects. Second, land prices valu-
ation, which has proved to be
a major roadblock for loan
acquisition procedures, should
be determined through a
detailed analysis of market rates
and potential gains from the
proposed project. 

Lastly, Central and State

Governments should take the
necessary steps to limit the
requirement of multiple
approvals required to kick off an
infrastructure or real estate
project. This comes across as
the biggest bottleneck as
observed from heaps of land
parcels lying unutilised in the
States’ land banks as private
companies avoid the tedious
approval and clearance process-
es that are necessary to secure
access.

With increasing require-
ments of infrastructure
resources and housing stock in
Indian cities, there is an urgent
need to optimise land resources.
If adopted with adequate mea-
sures, Government land mon-
etisation can be an efficient pol-
icy step that captures real estate
value of unutilised public land,
augments revenues of local,
Central and State Governments
and also mitigates problems
posed by escalating land prices.
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Script Open High Low LTP
TATAMOTORS 331.50 331.55 318.85 321.25
SBIN 388.60 393.40 386.40 389.55
RELIANCE 2171.50 2231.00 2169.45 2190.45
GAIL 148.75 157.95 147.70 154.20
IDEA 10.65 10.85 10.45 10.51
AXISBANK 733.55 752.60 733.55 742.90
SRTRANSFIN 1310.00 1336.15 1255.70 1265.85
LT 1470.00 1525.00 1470.00 1513.85
BEML 1238.00 1406.25 1238.00 1406.25
UPL 600.00 635.75 600.00 629.65
ADANIPORTS 766.40 768.40 744.50 748.50
ICICIBANK 612.55 615.95 601.55 608.15
AMBER 3580.00 3632.50 3503.80 3552.45
TATASTEEL 744.90 751.00 735.00 737.35
BHEL 53.45 55.50 53.00 54.40
BANKBARODA 82.45 83.50 80.70 81.30
ONGC 118.95 122.30 117.25 118.30
IBREALEST 121.85 125.50 114.20 115.15
TATAPOWER 109.00 111.90 108.25 109.05
INDUSINDBK 1058.50 1058.50 1014.50 1018.40
BAJFINANCE 5465.00 5494.30 5310.00 5323.40
TATACOMM 1251.10 1365.00 1251.10 1330.15
INFY 1324.60 1346.20 1317.70 1336.30
SAIL 73.25 75.30 72.30 74.40
VEDL 223.00 229.45 221.00 224.90
IRCTC 1950.00 2025.90 1926.20 2015.80
ITC 210.00 210.75 207.70 208.05
HDFCBANK 1541.00 1555.50 1512.65 1519.40
MOTHERSUMI 229.65 233.35 224.05 224.85
TATACHEM 757.25 776.85 753.60 768.40
KOTAKBANK 1924.45 1947.80 1893.00 1915.25
M&MFIN 204.00 205.95 199.00 201.70
TVSMOTOR 623.00 625.65 599.20 601.30
PNB 42.30 42.85 41.50 41.75
ADANIENT 919.00 926.40 902.45 909.55
HCLTECH 951.15 973.00 944.50 962.15
EICHERMOT 2610.00 2643.65 2574.95 2585.05
BHARTIARTL 536.85 536.85 524.80 525.70
IDFCFIRSTB 67.45 68.70 67.00 67.15
HEROMOTOCO 3462.15 3487.50 3422.35 3464.00
IOC 102.40 105.00 102.15 103.55
JUSTDIAL 925.00 963.60 920.00 963.60
JSWENERGY 82.15 91.00 81.55 87.10
ULTRACEMCO 6809.00 6848.90 6636.00 6658.90
WIPRO 425.80 425.80 415.50 416.85
NTPC 110.95 113.20 109.60 110.55
HINDUNILVR 2212.00 2215.00 2170.00 2174.45
IBULHSGFIN 235.20 240.00 229.55 230.60
BANKINDIA 81.90 84.60 80.00 81.60
MARUTI 7299.00 7336.20 7217.00 7260.00
DELTACORP 176.50 179.50 169.25 172.40
ZEEL 223.00 227.65 218.65 224.80
ASHOKLEY 127.80 127.90 124.70 125.75
CIPLA 806.20 819.00 806.00 808.20
AUROPHARMA 865.00 876.20 859.70 863.80
HDFC 2548.20 2559.40 2507.00 2509.95
APOLLOHOSP 2887.50 2931.25 2846.75 2866.70
LAURUSLABS 353.00 359.80 341.75 343.00
MAHABANK 23.70 24.05 23.10 24.05
ATGL 716.30 748.90 706.10 715.80
HINDCOPPER 148.30 148.30 138.15 140.65
HINDPETRO* 247.00 250.25 242.40 243.40
ASIANPAINT 2398.70 2413.20 2359.40 2383.30
CONCOR 605.00 621.70 592.85 597.50
ADANIPOWER 76.45 78.15 76.00 78.15
DEEPAKNI 1604.70 1631.70 1557.00 1566.35
NMDC 136.45 139.85 136.40 138.20
COALINDIA 153.50 156.05 152.60 153.20
MUTHOOTFIN 1205.00 1271.00 1205.00 1259.90
CANBK 162.75 164.75 160.05 161.30
L&TFH 108.50 110.90 105.45 108.80
TCS 3039.00 3039.00 2996.00 3007.20
DLF 320.00 323.00 314.40 316.20
RBLBANK 243.65 249.55 243.00 244.35
M&M 852.85 857.05 840.00 850.35
JINDALSTEL 329.65 332.60 322.30 324.05
NCC 90.35 91.50 89.10 89.40
BPCL 464.95 472.65 462.30 467.00
NATIONALUM 58.15 60.90 58.15 59.95
DMART 3295.10 3312.10 3173.00 3189.20
BAJAJ-AUTO 3860.00 3860.00 3768.75 3799.60
IDFC 56.75 57.40 55.10 55.95
IRB 115.50 131.75 115.05 123.85
APOLLOTYRE 247.45 247.45 234.20 234.80
TANLA 993.80 1014.55 970.00 1010.95
TV18BRDCST 34.45 36.40 34.45 35.15
HINDALCO 340.00 341.80 334.65 337.00
IOB 17.40 17.60 17.10 17.60
CUMMINSIND 852.20 893.70 846.05 881.80
MRF 88700.00 89403.35 87303.30 87604.70
BAJAJFINSV 10050.00 10050.00 9806.95 9832.50
HAVELLS 1123.00 1149.70 1109.00 1115.40
SCI 130.75 132.70 128.30 129.15
BALMLAWRIE 139.40 153.60 137.15 146.70
NESTLEIND 16780.00 16888.00 16631.00 16851.35
BHARATFORG 625.05 641.85 615.30 619.20
POWERGRID 220.00 223.80 217.00 220.30
SBILIFE 900.00 930.00 900.00 923.90
QUESS 710.00 739.35 710.00 726.70
LICHSGFIN 441.75 443.50 430.50 432.20
VOLTAS 1048.00 1057.60 1032.90 1049.20
IDBI 36.70 37.75 35.70 36.00
FEDERALBNK 89.60 89.60 85.90 86.25
DRREDDY 4489.40 4521.70 4463.65 4490.20
BRITANNIA 3490.20 3507.60 3454.25 3463.90
NBCC 51.30 52.20 50.50 51.05
TATAMETALI 806.35 819.30 779.35 785.90
PEL 1959.95 1963.10 1909.20 1917.10

GLENMARK 468.35 491.00 467.80 487.35
INDIGO 1714.00 1742.00 1695.85 1705.45
BAJAJCON 246.75 265.00 246.75 260.25
STAR 860.00 888.00 860.00 866.25
IGL 531.00 535.20 521.70 529.20
NATCOPHARM 844.85 898.95 830.40 850.15
JSWSTEEL 411.00 415.40 406.55 408.05
DCAL 120.65 138.75 118.55 135.95
BEL 148.90 150.75 144.20 145.10
GRASIM 1348.00 1366.15 1336.65 1344.70
AMBUJACEM 286.05 290.90 284.30 285.25
LUPIN 1059.00 1064.15 1034.40 1050.45
SPICEJET 85.15 86.20 83.50 84.55
SUNPHARMA 613.20 621.70 612.20 614.85
PFC 130.00 134.90 129.40 133.70
SBICARD 1060.00 1078.00 1058.05 1066.55
ICICIGI 1490.00 1533.45 1475.00 1480.95
UNIONBANK 38.70 40.20 38.00 38.15
TITAN 1465.00 1481.20 1452.00 1455.65
ESCORTS 1340.00 1351.95 1323.00 1335.85
MANAPPURAM 167.00 168.50 163.30 163.95
GRAPHITE 481.00 491.60 477.40 479.55
HDFCLIFE 724.70 736.95 714.85 724.00
CHOLAFIN 534.70 539.00 526.30 534.20
PVR 1488.80 1488.80 1442.45 1450.20
SUNTV 509.00 513.45 498.75 501.90
BOMDYEING 84.10 85.75 82.50 82.90
JINDALSAW 82.85 87.60 82.65 85.05
SUZLON 5.60 5.80 5.60 5.67
PHILIPCARB 203.00 214.55 201.70 210.85
HEG 1536.00 1607.95 1535.90 1561.70
TECHM 975.00 980.15 962.30 968.55
ASHOKA 113.40 116.85 113.35 114.00
AARTIDRUGS 706.35 717.85 681.65 691.90
ITDC 342.00 394.00 342.00 361.40
LTI 3849.05 3956.30 3849.00 3868.55
CENTURYTEX 514.05 523.70 507.00 508.55
CROMPTON 407.05 417.30 402.85 408.05
ADANITRANS 819.85 835.00 776.25 792.90
AUBANK 1293.95 1293.95 1242.90 1265.20
DABUR 524.70 530.80 521.80 528.55
IRCON 91.00 91.30 88.45 89.00
SHREECEM 28199.95 28468.15 27094.10 27180.10
LTTS 2698.95 2761.00 2619.05 2713.10
SOUTHBANK 9.62 10.23 9.62 9.79
ABCAPITAL 125.15 133.00 124.55 131.40

CGCL 360.00 363.55 345.00 345.95
MGL 1237.90 1237.90 1200.10 1203.55
GMRINFRA 28.10 28.65 27.60 28.00
BALRAMCHIN 205.50 217.00 202.25 213.20
COLPAL 1633.35 1658.35 1631.85 1642.45
ACC 1847.00 1851.70 1813.55 1825.05
CSBBANK 264.00 279.75 252.95 270.40
EXIDEIND 205.10 208.25 204.20 205.00
PIDILITIND 1755.10 1759.85 1714.50 1717.05
BLUEDART 4850.00 5178.45 4841.60 5077.25
BANDHANBNK 351.20 356.30 347.25 352.05
GODREJPROP 1501.60 1510.45 1469.80 1481.95
BALKRISIND 1622.00 1622.00 1591.10 1599.15
TATAELXSI 2754.00 2761.20 2689.85 2708.15
HSCL 46.40 47.35 45.70 45.95
MRPL 43.30 45.80 43.05 44.25
TRIDENT 15.00 15.00 14.15 14.29
VENKYS 1660.00 1722.00 1659.00 1682.75
MARICO 405.90 405.90 400.00 400.40
CHENNPETRO 108.00 122.55 107.95 120.60
JUBLFOOD 3022.00 3121.60 2997.15 3010.30
NAUKRI 4959.80 5002.70 4885.10 4894.55
HDFCAMC 3190.00 3190.00 3139.00 3148.95
TATACONSUM 623.10 628.00 614.60 615.65
ALOKTEXT 21.50 23.30 21.45 22.00
CADILAHC 441.10 451.50 441.10 446.10
SRF 5660.00 5731.00 5600.10 5658.25
ICICIPRULI 484.20 488.25 477.85 479.20
PAGEIND 28157.00 28516.05 27400.00 27550.65
DIVISLAB 3510.00 3548.00 3499.85 3508.25
RAIN 155.00 159.65 154.65 156.05
OIL 131.00 133.50 130.20 130.95
IEX 309.00 313.90 305.10 306.85
RECLTD 145.40 147.55 143.75 146.50
JAICORPLTD 101.10 105.75 99.50 102.85
CANFINHOME 519.90 519.90 507.65 510.50
GUJGAS 530.00 550.00 530.00 537.30
RADICO 588.40 612.60 575.00 581.00
MINDTREE 1724.45 1763.50 1721.85 1747.85
BATAINDIA 1545.00 1545.00 1496.25 1499.90
ABFRL 218.00 223.35 215.30 220.65
UFLEX 422.85 422.85 407.30 414.50
ENGINERSIN 84.50 86.80 84.25 84.85
FRETAIL 70.00 70.00 68.50 68.60
RVNL 31.75 32.30 31.25 31.80

DCMSHRIRAM 525.00 577.70 521.70 555.15
CENTRALBK 18.50 18.55 18.30 18.55
TRENT 882.55 909.45 880.55 884.80
HFCL 29.00 29.80 28.45 29.00
INDIANB 142.30 143.95 138.85 139.40
TATAMTRDVR 137.00 139.95 134.75 136.60
PNCINFRA 270.00 286.85 268.40 269.80
IOLCP 668.40 671.85 646.85 650.20
BERGEPAINT 730.00 733.55 710.85 712.60
GREAVESCOT 147.40 155.45 146.75 150.50
ASTRAL 2270.00 2331.85 2232.95 2315.35
INDIACEM 175.00 177.40 171.15 172.60
RCF 91.70 91.75 87.65 88.20
AMARAJABAT 900.00 908.90 893.00 902.90
TORNTPOWER 414.00 420.35 407.70 417.10
GSPL 289.00 295.40 282.00 285.55
LALPATHLAB 2303.30 2397.95 2291.10 2315.25
WELCORP 135.40 139.85 134.10 136.85
ITI 127.35 132.45 127.35 129.50
BLUESTARCO 947.80 973.20 940.20 948.60
KSCL 518.90 518.90 507.35 509.85
MMTC 47.50 47.65 44.60 45.20
GRANULES 351.25 358.95 344.85 345.85
INDIAMART 8160.00 8197.95 8068.25 8095.25
FSL 107.35 108.50 105.30 105.80
UJJIVAN 247.90 252.15 245.25 246.10
HAL 1056.00 1081.95 1056.00 1064.90
MEGH 86.65 88.50 85.40 85.85
JKPAPER 162.00 162.00 154.80 156.35
RALLIS 278.00 280.80 270.70 272.25
BIOCON 402.00 402.00 391.35 393.40
INDUSTOWER 251.40 255.50 249.35 252.25
SWANENERGY 142.30 145.60 142.00 143.00
GODREJCP 692.20 697.20 687.35 688.90
PFIZER 4650.00 4755.00 4627.50 4668.00
HONAUT 47370.20 48317.00 47200.05 47869.85
KPITTECH 139.00 148.50 138.65 144.85
PIIND 2285.05 2300.00 2246.20 2269.10
COCHINSHIP 392.05 399.20 382.20 395.80
CUB 175.70 178.55 171.95 174.75
GNFC 308.50 325.00 308.50 319.85
FORTIS 179.90 181.25 175.70 177.95
PETRONET 252.25 256.85 251.60 252.20
CESC 632.00 645.10 621.00 630.00
CHALET 181.85 186.00 176.75 181.80
MFSL 938.00 938.00 902.05 915.30
NOCIL 190.00 190.00 177.95 178.80
BSOFT 234.00 239.20 230.50 231.45
ENDURANCE 1425.00 1430.00 1376.35 1384.40
WOCKPHARMA 490.15 494.45 483.85 484.50
GRINDWELL 908.25 980.00 908.25 940.75
MCX 1529.00 1558.10 1507.00 1532.20
COFORGE 2590.15 2630.95 2554.00 2562.85
IPCALAB 1947.00 1947.00 1917.00 1932.85
ADANIGREEN 1172.10 1185.80 1163.25 1171.30
ALKYLAMINE 5197.00 5200.00 5080.00 5105.25
KAJARIACER 1015.95 1015.95 972.00 997.05
BOSCHLTD 14906.00 15088.95 14848.15 14953.70
EDELWEISS 76.40 77.20 74.65 75.50
DIXON 19260.00 19678.80 18950.00 19000.60
UCOBANK 13.50 13.90 13.30 13.34
INDHOTEL 125.25 129.20 125.25 127.15
BAJAJELEC 1038.50 1094.00 986.00 1009.05
SIEMENS 1912.80 1923.05 1894.30 1900.60
HUDCO 51.15 51.60 50.00 50.35
SOLARA 1271.00 1286.95 1238.15 1252.10
OBEROIRLTY 555.35 555.35 529.55 531.95
GSFC 97.00 98.75 95.20 95.80
CASTROLIND 135.00 137.70 135.00 135.55
GESHIP 313.00 332.00 310.00 311.20
TATACOFFEE 129.90 130.85 126.55 127.65
GMDCLTD 62.00 62.70 60.70 61.00
EIHOTEL 111.45 112.50 107.05 108.20
CEATLTD 1591.00 1607.20 1576.60 1582.05
AFFLE 5895.05 6103.85 5830.15 5858.70
ZENSARTECH 294.00 297.10 274.00 276.40
OFSS 3237.00 3270.15 3174.05 3219.20
RAYMOND 396.80 400.00 384.80 386.10
KEC 451.00 478.00 451.00 467.25
APLAPOLLO 1341.00 1394.75 1335.65 1361.15
SYNGENE 545.00 547.00 535.25 537.45
DBL 689.00 701.65 656.15 660.50
ASTRAZEN 3471.65 3483.75 3420.00 3436.65
POLYCAB 1350.00 1358.10 1331.45 1352.20
MOTILALOFS 674.80 688.45 665.45 676.10
NHPC 26.00 26.10 25.70 25.80
JKTYRE 126.75 126.75 123.50 124.00
RAMCOCEM 1011.00 1025.85 1004.05 1012.30
WHIRLPOOL 2419.00 2437.25 2384.15 2405.10
MPHASIS 1645.00 1653.65 1596.10 1612.90
PERSISTENT 1670.00 1715.00 1670.00 1703.35
DCBBANK 117.00 119.65 115.30 115.60
TORNTPHARM 2488.00 2503.30 2456.75 2479.25
ISEC 415.00 422.75 413.85 418.10
SHOPERSTOP 254.00 263.90 253.25 259.20
NAM-INDIA 355.00 364.75 348.55 354.25
NAVINFLUOR 2771.00 2833.65 2711.00 2725.60
VBL 1054.00 1054.00 992.50 1001.45
ABB 1505.00 1512.00 1477.25 1489.50
NIACL 151.00 161.45 149.25 158.75
KTKBANK 69.50 70.75 67.40 67.80
GICRE 199.95 208.00 197.00 202.15
GODREJAGRO 505.00 505.00 491.55 495.85
JBCHEPHARM 1199.00 1219.45 1190.00 1193.60
FDC 289.75 302.50 283.20 291.35
EIDPARRY 349.00 366.55 346.80 355.00
LAXMIMACH 6337.00 6480.00 6173.70 6366.90
AVANTI 493.60 516.00 479.00 494.10
GODREJIND 469.50 488.95 466.25 474.15

EMAMILTD 475.00 488.80 475.00 481.45
NETWORK18 42.05 43.80 41.50 41.75
FINOLEXIND 664.00 677.90 650.50 653.45
BIRLACORPN 865.05 878.95 856.25 862.90
ABBOTINDIA 14650.00 14850.00 14642.25 14750.90
SOBHA 469.95 481.55 450.50 465.00
IFCI 12.20 12.47 11.80 11.86
DISHTV 11.69 11.69 11.34 11.43
CENTURYPLY 340.00 340.00 320.00 322.45
PTC 77.00 77.90 76.25 76.95
J&KBANK 29.25 30.10 29.25 29.30
CYIENT 640.10 657.00 631.10 653.25
SONATSOFTW 476.00 489.50 474.90 477.90
BDL 366.55 369.80 362.00 365.05
EPL 223.80 224.90 217.35 218.60
3MINDIA 26100.00 26905.00 25671.70 26557.55
AARTIIND 1270.00 1282.00 1251.80 1258.20
WELSPUNIND 74.55 75.45 73.65 73.90
CHAMBLFERT 240.00 240.00 234.05 234.50
SUDARSCHEM 558.00 558.00 540.00 544.55
SYMPHONY 1347.50 1386.95 1338.60 1347.05
MINDACORP 100.00 101.55 97.50 98.70
VGUARD 226.00 230.30 222.10 223.75
APLLTD 923.95 929.00 907.20 927.70
UBL 1200.00 1222.70 1200.00 1212.15
SJVN 27.30 27.30 26.80 26.85
HINDZINC 317.70 317.70 308.10 309.35
KNRCON 214.50 219.40 212.70 215.25
NLCINDIA 54.75 54.75 53.35 53.55
FINCABLES 411.90 411.90 401.00 402.50
GODFRYPHLP 903.50 910.70 901.25 901.95
MAHSEAMLES 294.65 312.85 294.65 302.10
COROMANDEL 779.50 788.50 769.00 774.75
UJJIVANSFB 36.00 36.65 35.35 35.45
ORIENTCEM 107.75 107.75 103.00 104.00
TIMETECHNO 61.30 64.00 59.30 62.55
SCHNEIDER 109.90 112.65 107.30 108.05
CARERATING 463.05 469.75 454.00 455.85
SHK 123.00 123.00 119.65 121.00
JKCEMENT 2700.00 2777.95 2700.00 2742.35
SUNTECK 345.90 345.90 331.45 333.85
MOIL 164.50 164.50 158.55 159.45
DEEPAKFERT 202.00 206.55 199.70 203.55
MIDHANI 197.40 197.80 194.00 194.75
MAHLOG 528.00 540.10 524.30 534.90
GALAXYSURF 2330.00 2458.05 2330.00 2378.75
STLTECH 209.90 216.70 209.90 214.75
SEQUENT 239.00 240.65 233.40 238.45
GMM 4237.05 4265.95 4183.00 4195.05
DALBHARAT 1486.45 1493.00 1441.70 1448.50
KRBL 198.40 198.80 194.00 194.30
TEAMLEASE 3437.65 3550.80 3397.55 3422.85
IIFL 305.00 305.00 293.35 295.10
VMART 2815.30 2854.45 2771.25 2785.95
ADVENZYMES 348.70 363.30 345.90 350.90
VRLLOG* 267.70 267.70 253.00 254.65
PRESTIGE 298.45 304.00 292.55 294.00
EQUITAS 99.95 99.95 95.35 95.65
TTKPRESTIG 7489.95 7700.80 7409.65 7449.90
FINEORG 2407.85 2482.75 2394.20 2405.50
VAIBHAVGBL 3819.00 3941.10 3819.00 3883.80
BASF 2275.00 2330.00 2188.70 2231.40
CRISIL 1865.00 1910.65 1843.55 1907.40
JAMNAAUTO 71.00 71.55 69.65 69.90
LAOPALA 229.00 231.50 224.60 227.60
BAJAJHLDNG 3576.95 3611.35 3575.95 3588.00
PRSMJOHNSN 118.45 118.75 114.35 116.15
METROPOLIS 1939.75 1956.10 1894.10 1911.25
FCONSUMER 7.81 7.95 7.81 7.91
CCL 257.00 266.65 254.45 264.30
TATAINVEST 1105.50 1133.20 1100.50 1105.30
SPARC 171.00 173.20 170.00 170.55
TIINDIA 1144.00 1161.85 1107.00 1114.25
VIPIND 417.00 417.00 405.55 409.20
GHCL 245.00 249.95 241.00 244.40
INOXLEISUR 335.00 335.00 326.25 326.85
NH 427.35 427.35 411.10 414.40
GRSE 209.00 210.85 202.00 207.60
CARBORUNIV 512.00 515.00 490.60 498.45
SANOFI 8244.00 8345.00 8194.00 8300.80
VINATIORGA 1452.20 1452.20 1412.10 1428.05
NBVENTURES* 69.15 69.35 67.75 68.60
BBTC 1219.95 1219.95 1197.10 1200.45
VAKRANGEE 53.40 53.55 52.25 52.90
RITES 275.00 275.00 260.75 261.85
GLAXO 1540.00 1569.00 1510.05 1521.55
PNBHOUSING 443.00 443.00 425.75 426.75
AEGISLOG 317.00 321.75 312.00 314.30
KPRMILL 999.00 1005.80 970.85 985.45
SUMICHEM 295.00 295.90 289.40 290.80
LEMONTREE 44.80 44.80 42.30 42.50
DHANUKA 739.50 739.50 725.00 728.25
HEIDELBERG 232.25 233.30 227.75 228.30
THYROCARE 915.00 915.00 899.10 902.00
SKFINDIA 2322.20 2322.20 2273.25 2299.10
JKLAKSHMI 442.00 442.00 430.45 432.40
HAWKINCOOK 5678.95 5678.95 5517.00 5563.35
GDL 181.85 189.00 181.05 182.35
VTL 1190.00 1219.80 1153.95 1166.35
CERA 3925.35 4023.60 3839.50 4003.25
JSLHISAR 127.10 129.55 126.20 127.75
GEPIL 309.75 309.75 300.75 301.40
SUNDRMFAST 716.50 721.45 706.45 709.10
SWSOLAR 247.10 253.90 241.90 243.70
JTEKTINDIA 91.00 94.55 89.90 93.15
GULFOILLUB 789.00 796.80 765.55 776.55
IFBIND 1164.15 1192.95 1142.20 1148.10
RAJESHEXPO 511.95 511.95 500.75 503.50
AIAENG 1908.00 1935.00 1895.00 1914.05

SUVENPHAR 490.00 490.00 474.95 483.60
AJANTPHARM 1754.00 1766.90 1734.80 1750.60
CREDITACC 729.00 729.00 696.65 699.50
POLYMED 720.75 731.35 703.90 726.40
GILLETTE 5621.10 5636.65 5581.00 5589.45
SHILPAMED 377.85 381.50 372.45 373.40
ORIENTELEC 285.00 285.00 280.25 282.05
SUPREMEIND 2050.05 2098.35 2050.05 2072.95
TRITURBINE 111.10 113.80 108.80 109.35
JYOTHYLAB 149.70 149.70 147.20 147.45
ESABINDIA 1900.00 1900.00 1855.95 1869.75
RELAXO 832.10 859.15 832.10 840.60
KEI 499.85 499.85 489.00 492.15
REDINGTON 181.50 182.60 175.95 177.20
GUJALKALI 360.95 365.00 357.75 358.15
LINDEINDIA 1737.25 1778.00 1671.00 1695.65
ALKEM 2790.55 2796.30 2770.00 2789.20
SIS 425.00 429.00 420.85 422.20
HATHWAY 30.70 31.70 30.70 31.05
STARCEMENT 105.80 105.80 101.40 101.55
THERMAX 1381.00 1420.00 1371.05 1399.55
MINDAIND 550.00 562.70 532.30 556.25
SHRIRAMCIT 1532.15 1532.15 1469.05 1501.05
TIMKEN 1270.20 1310.60 1270.20 1279.80
ECLERX 992.00 1003.00 981.00 988.20
WABCOINDIA 6650.00 6650.00 6330.30 6367.60
ATUL 6732.55 6771.10 6678.80 6738.05
SPANDANA 615.00 622.00 610.85 616.80
PGHH 13110.95 13120.00 12925.80 12991.65
TVSSRICHAK 1878.35 1889.60 1836.20 1841.75
SUPRAJIT 284.15 290.00 282.50 285.25
BLISSGVS 171.70 174.75 167.55 169.50
KANSAINER 581.70 583.20 575.00 581.30
WESTLIFE 499.45 519.70 498.45 512.35
GPPL 110.65 111.00 106.35 106.85
FLUOROCHEM 600.40 612.00 593.60 596.75
TASTYBIT 14554.70 14662.00 14299.75 14403.90
RATNAMANI 1947.45 1955.20 1902.60 1924.20
PHOENIXLTD 801.00 805.00 788.35 791.75
FORCEMOT 1356.00 1358.00 1313.70 1317.70
GARFIBRES 2563.10 2637.95 2563.10 2596.85
ALLCARGO 137.30 137.70 133.10 133.40
JSL 75.00 75.00 73.50 73.80
JMFINANCIL 94.90 96.75 92.20 92.60
BRIGADE 295.30 296.35 285.00 286.90
CAPPL 459.10 466.65 459.10 460.85
DBCORP 100.00 101.20 98.25 98.55
MAHLIFE 536.35 548.00 534.40 537.10
ASTERDM 144.50 144.50 140.85 141.15
PGHL 6750.00 6777.40 6695.00 6704.10
INDOCO 282.00 284.90 275.35 276.60
JAGRAN* 57.45 58.55 57.05 57.55
KSB 827.80 837.70 794.65 805.55
POWERINDIA 1421.70 1422.65 1375.00 1395.90
TCIEXP 918.00 921.95 896.90 905.90
OMAXE 71.30 72.75 70.00 70.25
KALPATPOWR 397.60 397.65 388.50 389.95
AAVAS 2262.00 2284.00 2225.00 2248.65
HERITGFOOD 338.35 345.15 338.35 340.20
NESCO 595.00 602.30 590.40 596.35
MAHINDCIE 180.50 183.20 179.05 179.95
RESPONIND 179.80 180.55 173.30 174.20
ERIS 580.05 582.25 569.10 575.25
VARROC 416.00 416.00 405.55 408.95
ORIENTREF 226.90 226.90 223.50 223.75
VSTIND 3483.35 3503.25 3445.00 3459.55
BAYERCROP 5134.85 5177.45 5120.00 5168.70
NAVNETEDUL 85.95 87.25 84.80 86.05
JCHAC 2807.45 2873.45 2807.45 2823.70
ZYDUSWELL 1887.60 1904.70 1877.10 1881.30
AKZOINDIA 2186.90 2209.70 2171.60 2203.00
LUXIND 1740.45 1745.30 1700.00 1705.05
SOLARINDS 1401.05 1411.95 1386.60 1403.25
MHRIL 238.05 239.50 229.30 230.85
SFL 2059.00 2059.00 2001.00 2034.95
MASFIN 913.00 915.60 883.10 894.55
CHOLAHLDNG 611.50 611.50 590.05 600.00
SCHAEFFLER 5225.00 5230.00 5165.50 5168.80
MAHSCOOTER 3749.45 3749.45 3650.00 3665.70
TVTODAY 268.35 273.50 266.70 268.60
IIFLWAM 1194.00 1194.00 1168.40 1179.35
NILKAMAL 1843.35 1843.60 1810.40 1824.00
INDOSTAR 327.30 332.75 325.10 327.15
TCNSBRANDS 489.20 493.75 487.00 487.00
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 15002.45 15111.15 14919.90 14956.20 18.10
UPL 601.00 636.20 600.00 633.45 41.90
GAIL 148.40 157.95 147.50 153.40 6.25
LT 1478.00 1525.00 1470.00 1513.65 50.10
ONGC 118.95 122.35 117.20 118.75 3.80
SBILIFE 903.60 930.65 901.70 929.00 25.45
HCLTECH 952.50 973.00 944.00 964.10 22.60
IOC 102.25 105.00 102.10 103.70 2.25
AXISBANK 735.00 752.50 732.00 745.00 14.25
NTPC 110.65 113.30 109.50 110.75 2.05
SBIN 388.45 393.40 386.05 390.10 6.45
HDFCLIFE 721.90 736.95 715.00 728.40 11.15
COALINDIA 153.90 156.00 152.35 153.40 2.30
INFY 1324.80 1346.10 1317.20 1336.05 19.35
POWERGRID 217.85 223.90 217.00 219.30 3.05
BPCL 462.00 472.95 461.80 467.20 5.40
M&M 847.95 857.35 840.00 848.70 8.30
TECHM 963.00 980.00 962.00 967.50 7.80
RELIANCE 2168.50 2231.90 2168.00 2193.00 14.30
CIPLA 807.95 819.00 806.20 809.40 4.25
SUNPHARMA 611.50 621.90 611.30 614.35 3.15
NESTLEIND 16725.05 16900.00 16607.00 16868.90 86.00
GRASIM 1339.95 1367.70 1331.55 1344.00 4.65
TATASTEEL 743.95 751.20 735.05 735.65 2.35
JSWSTEEL 411.95 415.50 406.50 407.65 1.25
DIVISLAB 3522.35 3548.95 3501.00 3507.90 11.00
TCS 3016.00 3033.00 2996.00 3008.70 0.65
EICHERMOT 2600.65 2643.50 2575.00 2588.00 0.25
MARUTI 7264.90 7338.80 7216.00 7248.10 -0.90
HEROMOTOCO 3461.65 3489.50 3422.70 3460.05 -1.65
ADANIPORTS 762.70 767.80 744.20 747.80 -1.15
ICICIBANK 611.60 616.00 601.15 608.50 -0.95
DRREDDY 4500.00 4522.00 4463.00 4485.00 -7.50
ASIANPAINT 2383.00 2413.50 2360.05 2382.75 -4.35
ITC 209.70 210.80 207.70 207.90 -0.65
HINDALCO 340.05 343.90 334.70 336.75 -1.10
KOTAKBANK 1920.00 1947.85 1893.30 1914.00 -8.50
HDFCBANK 1542.00 1555.00 1512.50 1522.00 -8.00
WIPRO 425.10 425.15 415.55 417.10 -3.75
BRITANNIA 3493.60 3508.95 3451.00 3459.00 -32.75
TATAMOTORS 331.75 331.75 318.80 321.35 -3.80
HDFC 2555.05 2560.00 2505.40 2512.00 -31.90
TITAN 1475.00 1481.25 1451.00 1455.00 -19.20
BAJAJFINSV 9970.00 10045.65 9805.30 9826.90 -131.20
HINDUNILVR 2210.00 2216.10 2169.00 2170.00 -31.10
BHARTIARTL 531.00 535.45 524.75 525.25 -7.55
BAJAJ-AUTO 3848.00 3848.00 3770.00 3794.95 -57.90
ULTRACEMCO 6840.00 6847.90 6641.80 6691.85 -118.45
BAJFINANCE 5469.00 5493.95 5311.00 5330.00 -114.90
SHREECEM 27900.00 28486.95 27093.20 27240.00 -608.60
INDUSINDBK 1054.00 1055.45 1014.50 1016.85 -23.05

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 35454.90 35537.70 35146.45 35199.25 -59.20
PFC 129.45 135.00 129.15 134.40 5.85
NMDC 137.60 139.90 136.15 138.25 5.35
GICRE 196.30 208.25 196.30 201.70 4.95
INDUSTOWER 249.75 255.60 249.50 254.00 4.95
LUPIN 1035.95 1064.25 1032.90 1050.15 16.90
BANDHANBNK 351.00 356.45 347.15 351.65 5.30
IGL 527.00 535.50 521.25 530.00 7.40
CONCOR 604.80 621.95 592.95 599.45 8.05
SBICARD 1068.25 1078.15 1058.00 1070.00 11.55
CADILAHC 443.00 451.50 442.00 446.65 4.40
BOSCHLTD 14975.00 15125.00 14830.00 15045.30 140.30
DABUR 525.00 530.95 521.75 529.20 4.80
LTI 3870.00 3955.00 3846.00 3879.65 34.50
BANKBARODA 82.00 83.50 80.70 81.25 0.60
UBL 1210.20 1223.70 1205.00 1210.00 6.10
AMBUJACEM 287.00 291.00 284.20 286.10 1.30
HDFCAMC 3174.00 3194.95 3138.30 3150.00 12.20
COLPAL 1639.90 1659.15 1632.40 1640.00 6.10
PETRONET 253.40 256.90 251.75 253.00 0.90
OFSS 3280.00 3280.00 3175.00 3215.00 10.95
MCDOWELL-N 553.90 561.50 549.50 553.10 1.05
HINDPETRO 244.80 250.25 242.25 243.60 0.40
ALKEM 2794.20 2803.95 2768.10 2786.80 3.45
PGHH 13055.70 13119.85 12924.35 13014.00 7.05
ABBOTINDIA 14770.05 14850.05 14625.15 14760.10 5.30
ACC 1836.45 1853.40 1813.50 1824.10 -0.35
BAJAJHLDNG 3591.35 3614.90 3560.10 3590.00 -1.35
MARICO 403.95 404.65 400.00 401.35 -0.20
ADANIGREEN 1178.00 1185.00 1162.25 1171.80 -0.95
PNB 42.20 42.85 41.60 41.65 -0.05
PEL 1951.10 1963.50 1910.15 1922.00 -2.45
AUROPHARMA 863.35 876.50 859.00 861.50 -1.30
MOTHERSUMI 229.00 233.45 223.95 225.00 -0.45
SIEMENS 1909.00 1924.95 1892.25 1897.60 -4.00
TORNTPHARM 2481.70 2504.75 2456.90 2475.00 -6.70
GODREJCP 694.60 697.60 687.70 689.00 -2.30
HINDZINC 314.80 317.35 308.05 310.00 -1.45
BIOCON 396.00 396.95 391.30 392.70 -1.90
HAVELLS 1129.00 1149.70 1109.15 1111.00 -5.80
DLF 320.80 323.25 314.40 316.40 -1.70
ICICIPRULI 489.00 489.00 477.85 479.95 -3.55
NAUKRI 4951.10 5010.65 4885.00 4903.00 -42.20
TATACONSUM 626.90 628.20 615.00 616.00 -6.65
ICICIGI 1499.00 1534.75 1475.00 1478.45 -17.10
INDIGO 1744.70 1744.70 1696.15 1706.85 -35.15
PIDILITIND 1757.85 1759.95 1714.25 1718.00 -39.65
BERGEPAINT 727.00 734.00 710.00 712.35 -17.20
MUTHOOTFIN 1228.50 1271.10 1225.00 1258.00 -31.85
ADANITRANS 816.00 827.40 776.10 793.10 -20.55
DMART 3309.00 3309.00 3170.00 3190.00 -96.10
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India’s domestic air traffic fell
37 per cent year-on-year to

78 lakh passengers in February
amid travel curbs and capaci-
ty restrictions due to the pan-
demic, according to Icra.

Even the sequential growth
slowed down for the second
consecutive month in February
with a nearly flat growth over
January 2021, rating firm Icra
said in a release.

Domestic passenger traffic
in January this year was record-
ed at 77.34 lakh, according to
DGCA data.

Similarly, 1.23 crore people
travelled on local routes in
February 2020 as against 78
lakh passenger in February
this year.”The number of flights
departing has also gradually
increased from 416 on day

one (May 25, 2020, when
domestic operations were
resumed) to 2,885 on day 267
(February 14, 2021).

“For February 2021, the
average daily departures were
around 2,296, significantly
lower than the average daily
departures of 3,137 in February
2020, though better than
around 2,190 in January 2021,”
said Kinjal Shah, Vice
President, Icra.

The average number of
passengers per flight during
February 2021 was 121, against
an average of 136 passengers
per flight in February 2020, she
said, therefore, it is expected
that the domestic aviation
industry operated at a passen-
ger load factor (PLF) of around
78 per cent in February 2021,
against 87.7 per cent a year ago,
that too on a low capacity.
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The Government has
realised Rs 53,346 crore

through direct tax dispute res-
olution scheme Vivad Se
Vishwas till February 22,
Parliament was informed on
Monday.

To a query in the Lok
Sabha on whether the govern-
ment has been able to achieve
the objective of settling income
tax cases after launching the
Vivad se Vishwas scheme,
Minister of State for Finance
Anurag Singh Thakur said,
“Yes”.  He said over 1.28 lakh
declarations have been filed
under the scheme involving a
disputed tax of Rs 98,328 crore.
Of this, Rs 53,346 crore has
been received as payments
against disputed tax.

This include Rs 27,720
crore worth payments made by
the central public sector under-
takings (PSUs), Rs 1,023 crore
by state PSUs, and Rs 24,603
crore by others.

The Vivad Se Vishwas
scheme provides for settle-
ment of disputed tax, disputed
interest, disputed penalty or
disputed fees in relation to an
assessment or reassessment
order. The dispute is settled on
payment of 100 per cent of the
disputed tax and 25 per cent of
the disputed penalty or inter-
est or fee.The taxpayer is grant-
ed immunity from levy of
interest, penalty and institution
of any proceeding for prose-
cution for any offence under
the Income Tax Act in respect
of matters covered in the dec-
laration.
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The Government is likely to
amend the telecom licence

norms this month to incorpo-
rate the guidelines of national
security directive on telecom-
munication sector that will
help in controlling installation
of network equipment from
China and other non-friendly
countries.

Under the provisions of
this directive, the government
will declare a list of trusted
sources and trusted products
for installation in the country’s
telecom network.

“DoT is almost ready to
amend licence conditions to
incorporate guidelines NSD
(national security directive). It
should be done in the coming

week,” an official source said.
Notably, Chinese telecom

gear maker Huawei has had its
run-ins in the past with the
governments of Canada and
the US. The US has alleged that
it did not comply with its
cybersecurity and privacy laws,
leaving the country and the cit-
izens vulnerable to espionage.

The list of the trusted
source and product for instal-
lation in telecom networks will
be decided based on the
approval of a committee head-
ed by the deputy national secu-
rity advisor.

The committee will consist
of members from relevant
departments, ministries and
will also have two members
from the industry and inde-
pendent experts.
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India’s benchmark equity
indices ended Monday’s

trade session on a flat-to-pos-
itive note even as high crude oil
prices along with rising bond
yields subdued sentiments.

Accordingly, the two key
indices had a gap-up opening,
subsequently they rose to make
respective intra day highs but
fears of inflationary pressures

due to high oil prices spooked
investors. Globally, Asian
shares broadly reversed course
to trade lower on Monday as
higher crude oil prices raised
inflation worries.

On the other hand,
European stocks rose with
bond yields near one-year
highs as the world’s largest
economy was on the verge of
adding $1.9 trillion in stimulus.

Besides, volumes were

below recent averages sig-
nalling lower institutional par-
ticipation.On Monday, FIIs
pulled out Rs 1,494.49 crore
from the Indian markets.

Among sectors, PSU bank,
media, metals gained the most,
while realty, FMCG, Auto lost
the most. Consequently, the
S&P BSE Sensex rose by just
35.75 points, or 0.07 per cent,
to 50,441.07 points from the
previous close of 50,405.32.
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Price of domestic cooking gas, LPG has dou-
bled to Rs 819 per cylinder in the last seven

years while the increase in taxes on petrol and
diesel has swelled collections by over 459 per
cent, Oil Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said on
Monday.

In written replies to a spate of questions on
rising fuel prices in the Lok Sabha, Pradhan said
the retail selling price of domestic gas was Rs
410.5 per 14.2-kg cylinder on March 1, 2014.
This month, the same cylinder costs Rs 819.

Small price hikes over the past couple of
years have eliminated subsidy on cooking gas
as well as PDS kerosene.
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KABUL (AP): Prominent
activist Sima Samar has been
fighting for women’s rights in
Afghanistan for the past 40
years. She believes her struggle
is far from over — especially at
a time when violence is on the
rise, peace talks between rival
Afghan groups are stuck and the
U.S. mulls a May departure
from her country.

Samar, 64, worries about the
future, noting that insecurity and
instability in Afghanistan have
reached frightening levels.

“No one knows what will
happen tomorrow,” she said in
an interview at her home in the
Afghan capital, Kabul, protect-
ed by blast walls, guards and a
German shepherd, who races to
his vantage point overlooking
the street when a car even slows
as it passes. 

Yet much is at stake and “a
lot of sacrifices have been made
in these 20 years,” she said,
reflecting the anxiety among
civil society leaders as the U.S.
searches for the best exit from its
longest war. 

Under a 2020 deal between
the Taliban and the Trump
administration, all U.S. troops
are to leave Afghanistan by May

1. The Biden administration
says it’s reviewing the deal, sug-
gesting it may not meet the
deadline. 

Last week, Samar and other
civil society representatives par-
ticipated in a Zoom call with
U.S. peace envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad. He assured them that
Washington stands with
Afghanistan’s civil society to
protect the gains made in the
past 20 years.

The call seemed last-minute
to Samar — held just before
Khalilzad was leaving Kabul for
Qatar to meet with Taliban
negotiators, following two days
of face-to-face meetings with
political leaders and warlords-
turned-politicians.

“I feel a little like history is
repeating itself,” said Samar,
questioning the prominence
given again to warlords and a
political leadership that struggles
to win over the trust of Afghans.

When the Taliban regime
was ousted in 2001 by the US-
led coalition she had pressed for
justice — that those who had
committed crimes in previous
regimes should be punished,
that accountability, equality and
justice should be given priority.
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Security forces shot dead two
people in northern

Myanmar on Monday, local
media reported, as the military
Government continued its
attempt to stamp out opposi-
tion to its February 1 coup.

The Irrawaddy newspaper
said the victims were shot in
the head during anti-coup
protests in Myitkyina in Kachin
State. Graphic video on social
media showed protesters in
the street backing away from
tear gas, responding with rocks,
then fleeing after a fusillade of
what seemed to be automatic
gunfire.

Demonstrators hurriedly
carried away a number of casu-
alties, including one apparent
fatality, a person who had
clearly sustained a severe head
wound. 

A second body was seen a
little later, on a stretcher, his
head covered with a cloth.

Security forces also
clamped down on anti-coup
protesters elsewhere Monday,
firing tear gas to break up a

crowd of around 1,000 people
who were demonstrating in the
capital, Naypyitaw. 

The protesters deployed
fire extinguishers to create a
smoke screen as they fled from
authorities.

Canberra: Australia has sus-
pended its defence cooperation
with Myanmar and is redirect-
ing humanitarian aid because
of the military takeover of the
government and ongoing
detention of an Australian 
citizen.

Foreign Minister Marise
Payne said on Monday that
Australian diplomats only had
access to economic policy
adviser Sean Turnell twice
since he was detained in early
February. AP

Bangkok: The escalation of
violence in Myanmar as author-
ities crack down on protests
against the February 1 coup is
raising pressure for more sanc-
tions against the junta, even as
countries struggle over how to
best sway military leaders
inured to global condemnation.

The challenge is made dou-
bly difficult by fears of harm-
ing ordinary citizens who were
already suffering from an eco-
nomic slump worsened by the
pandemic but are braving risks
of arrest and injury to voice

outrage over the military
takeover. Still, activists and
experts say there are ways to
ramp up pressure on the
regime, especially by cutting off
sources of funding and access
to the tools of repression. 

The UN special envoy on
Friday urged the Security
Council to act to quell junta vio-
lence that this week killed about
50 demonstrators and injured
scores more. More shootings
were reported over the weekend,
and a coalition of labor unions
called a strike for Monday. AP
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Meghan Markle struggled
as a new member of

Britain’s royal family after her
marriage to Prince Harry to
such a degree that she even
contemplated suicide, the
Duchess of Sussex revealed in
an explosive tell-all interview
with American chat show host
Oprah Winfry.

The two-hour special, aired
on the CBS network in the US
on Sunday and set to be aired
on ITV in the UK on Monday
night, saw Prince Harry join-
ing his wife half-way through
as the couple also spoke about
concerns of racism within the
royal ranks after being asked
about their son Archie’s expect-
ed skin colour when mixed-
race Meghan was pregnant
with their first child.

“I just didn’t want to be
alive anymore,” Meghan said,
adding that when she “went to
the institution for help” she was
told it would not be forthcom-
ing as it “wouldn’t be good for
the institution”.

The 39-year-old former
American actress, who is preg-
nant with her second child,
revealed that the couple are
expecting a baby girl and
shared how the palace decided
that their first-born, Archie,
could not be a prince and
would therefore have no 
security.

She alluded to “concerns
and conversations about how
dark his skin might be when
he’s born”.

“Who is having that con-
versation?” asked a stunned
Winfrey. Meghan replied:
“That was relayed to me from
Harry, those were conversa-
tions the family had with
him, and I think it was real-
ly hard to be able to see
those as compartmentalised
conversations.They were say-
ing they didn’t want him to be
a prince or a princess and that
he wasn’t going to receive
security.”

The Duke and Duchess of
Sussex’s children do not auto-
matically become princes or
princesses because of a rule that
has been in place since 1917,
unless the Queen steps in.

Both Meghan and Harry
refused to divulge who exact-
ly made remarks about their
son’s skin tone, with Meghan
admitting that if she revealed
who was involved in such talks
it “would be very damaging to
them”.

“That conversation I’m

never going to share,” asserted
Harry. The 36-year-old Duke of
Sussex, who is still sixth in line
to the British throne, also spoke
of his hurt at his father Prince
Charles not taking his calls after
the couple decided to step
back as frontline royals last
year. “[I had] three conversa-
tions with my grandmother
[Queen Elizabeth  II] and two
conversations with my father
[Charles], before he stopped
taking my calls,” he said.

“It was, like, I needed to do
this for my family. This is not
a surprise to anybody. It’s real-
ly sad that it’s got to this point.
But I’ve got to do something for
my own mental health, my
wife’s and for Archie’s as well,
because I could see where this
was headed,” he said, in refer-
ence to the couple’s decision to
relocate.

They have since moved to
California after formally step-
ping down  from royal duties
in March 2020, and it was
announced last month  that
they would not be returning as
working members of the royal
family. Harry said the couple
were only able to afford their
new life in California because
of his mother Diana – Princess
of Wales.

“My family literally cut me
off financially. I’ve got what my
mum  left me. Without that, we
never would have been able to
do this… I think she saw it
coming,” he said.

Asked by Winfrey how
they would respond to accusa-
tions that they  were “money-
grabbing” because of deals they
have signed with Netflix  and
Spotify since moving to
California, Harry replied: “First
of all this was never the inten-
tion. We’re certainly not com-
plaining. Life is great. We’ve got
a beautiful house, beautiful
family. The dogs are really
happy.”

“From my perspective all I
needed was enough money to
be able to  pay for security, to
keep my family safe,” he said.

During the interview, the
royal family were also accused
of failing  to protect the Duke
and Duchess, with Meghan
saying the situation  “started to
really worsen” after the couple
married in May 2018.

“I came to understand that
not only was I not being pro-
tected but  that they were will-
ing to lie to protect other
members of the family.  But
they weren’t willing to tell the
truth to protect me and my
husband,” she said.
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President Joe Biden is set to
sign an executive order on

Monday directing the
Department of Education to
review policies implemented by
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion, including changes to Title
IX regulations that prohibit
sex discrimination in federal-
ly funded institutions, accord-
ing to administration officials.

Biden focused on gender
equity during his campaign and
promised to strengthen Title IX
if he won the White House. He
also will sign a second executive
order formally establishing the
White House Gender Policy
Council, according to two
administration officials who
briefed reporters on the plan.
Biden’s transition team
announced his plans to create
the council before he took office.

The order directing the

review of Title IX could pave the
way to a major shift in how col-
leges handle allegations of sexu-
al misconduct moving forward.

Trump’s education secre-
tary, Betsy DeVos, in 2018
rescinded an Obama-era admin-
istration standard in cases of
reported sexual assault from
requiring a “preponderance of
evidence” — meaning it is more
likely than not that sexual harass-
ment or violence occurred — to
“clear and convincing evidence.”

The DeVos changes

reduced the liability of colleges
and universities for investigat-
ing sexual misconduct claims
and bolstered the due process
rights of the accused, including
the right to cross-examine their
accusers through a third-party
advocate at campus hearings.

Biden, as Vice-President,
along with then-Education
Secretary Arne Duncan in 2011
laid out the legal guidance of
what was expected of college
campuses in response to alle-
gations of sexual violence on
behalf of President Barack
Obama’s administration.

With the Education
Department review, Biden’s intent
is to set policies that help ensure
students have an environment
that’s free from sexual harassment
and without discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation or
gender identity, according to
one White House official who
briefed reporters on the orders.
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Jill Biden sees a teachable
moment in the depths of the

coronavirus pandemic. The first
lady sat in a socially distanced
circle in the library at Fort
LeBoeuf Middle School in
Pennsylvania, listening and tak-
ing notes as parents expressed
relief that the school had
reopened and their kids were
back in the classroom. 

One mother talked about
the “bumpy patches” of online
learning and said reopening
“has been so to the T” that she
doesn’t worry about her son and
daughter. Another mom said the
district included parent input
and she was comfortable her
children were in a “safe envi-
ronment.”

A teacher herself, Biden
praised the small circle of par-
ents, teachers and administrators
for working together to help
reopen Fort LeBoeuf. And she
repeated a message she had
delivered earlier that day while
visiting Benjamin Franklin
Elementary School in Meriden,
Connecticut. 

“We’ve been through really
tough, hard times, but I think the
one good thing about educators
that I love — and that includes
the cafeteria workers, the bus
drivers, the teachers, everyone
involved — is we’ve all learned
from this,” Biden said of the pan-

demic and its emotional, social
and human toll.

“We’re all going to take
everything that we’ve learned
and are going to turn it into
opportunity to make things bet-
ter for students as we move for-
ward,” she said.

The first lady seems intent
on turning every aspect of her
new job into an opportunity, for
that matter, especially anything
related to her triple passions for
education, fighting cancer and
supporting military families.

A few days after she became
first lady, Biden told governors’
spouses during a virtual meet-
ing at the White House that her
new platform is “one that I
would never let go to waste.” 

She’s long been focused on
education, having taught at a
high school, a psychiatric hos-
pital and community colleges for
more than three decades. She’s
still teaching, virtually from the
White House, and pining for the
day she can go back to the class-
room. Finding a cure for cancer
also motivates her and President
Joe Biden. 

The couple lost son Beau to
brain cancer in 2015 at age 46.
Her parents died of cancer, and
one of her sisters had a stem cell
transplant. Doctors also gave the
dreaded breast cancer diagnosis
to four of her girlfriends with-
in a one-year period in the
1990s.
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First lady Jill Biden says near-
ly two dozen women the

State Department is honoring
for their courage made an
“intentional decision” to persist
and demand justice despite
their fear.

The 21 women being rec-
ognized Monday with the
department’s International
Women of Courage Award
include seven from
Afghanistan who are receiving
posthumous honors. 

Hong Kong: Hong Kong leader
Carrie Lam said on Monday
the city’s government “fully
welcomes” changes to the city’s
electoral system that will sub-
stantially increase central gov-
ernment control over Hong
Kong politics and exclude
Beijing’s critics.

Chinese authorities have
said the draft decision before
China’s National People’s
Congress would mean the
largely pro-Beijing committee
that elects Hong Kong’s leader
would also choose a large part
of the legislature. 

The Election Committee
would also have the right to vet
candidates for  the Legislative
Council, weeding out any sus-
pected of being insufficiently
loyal to China and the ruling
Communist Party.  Currently,
half of Hong Kong’s legislature
is directly elected by  voters,
although the mass resignation
of opposition legislators to
protest the expulsion of four of
their colleagues for being
“unpatriotic”  means the the
body is now entirely controlled
by Beijing loyalists.  AP
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He also said the Chair did not want to
take drastic action on the first day of the
session and asked the agitated members to
let the House run.

The Opposition, however, did not
oblige him and started shouting slogans
forcing the Chairman to adjourn the
House till 11 am. Similar scenes were wit-
nessed when the House reassembled with
Kharge again seeking a discussion.

When Deputy Chairman Harivansh
clarified that Naidu’s ruling was final and
the Opposition could raise the issue later,
the senior Congress leader said it was
important to discuss the matter immedi-
ately as people were suffering due to the
frequent increase in fuel prices.

As the Chair decided to continue with
the legislative business, Opposition mem-
bers started shouting slogans forcing the
Deputy Chairman to adjourn the House
till 1 pm. The House was ultimately
adjourned for the day shortly thereafter
without transacting any business.

Some of the Bills listed by the
Government for this session include the
Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (Amendment)
Bill, National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and Development Bill,
Electricity (Amendment) Bill, and Crypto
Currency and Regulation of Official
Digital Currency Bill.
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Similar was the case with Lok Sabha
members. Some Lok Sabha members

were also seated in the visitors’ gallery
above the House chamber.

The move to return to normal timings
was taken a day before Covid-19 vaccina-
tion drive for members of Parliament
beginning from Tuesday. Floor leaders of
various political parties on Monday urged
the Lok Sabha Speaker to curtail the
Budget Session to allow them focus on the
Assembly polls in four States and one
Union Territory.

At a meeting of Lok Sabha’s Business
Advisory Committee (BAC), Birla spoke
with various floor leaders on a one-on-one
basis to take a sense on curtailing the ses-
sion.

While members of the Trinamool
Congress and the DMK did not attend the
meeting, Biju Janata Dal was of the view
that Assembly elections keep taking place
every few months and the session should
not be curtailed on this ground. YSR
Congress Party member PV Midhun
Reddy said if the current session is cur-
tailed, the next session should be longer.

Nearly 145 members have written to
the Speaker seeking curtailment of the ses-
sion. In a letter to the Rajya Sabha chair-
person, TMC national spokesperson and
RS member Derek O’Brien said due to the
polls, MPs of his party would not be able
to attend the Parliament session.

“I am writing to you as the parlia-
mentary party leader (Rajya Sabha) for the
All India Trinamool Congress. Sir, we urge
you to consider the adjournment of the
ensuing Parliament session, because of the
declaration of elections in five States,” he
said. TMC MP Sudeep Bandyopadhyay
wrote to the Lok Sabha Speaker on the
same issue.

O’Brien, in his letter, mentioned two
precedents when Parliament sessions were
adjourned due to polls in States. He cited
the example of the 222nd session which

commenced on February 21, 2011, and was
scheduled to conclude on April 21, 2011.
However, due to State Assembly elections
in Assam, Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal, the House was
adjourned sine die on March 25, 2011, he
said.

The second instance he provided was
of the 214th session which commenced on
October 17, 2008, and was adjourned early
on October 24, 2008, to meet again on
December 10, 2008. The session, as per the
original schedule, was to continue up to
November 21, 2008. However, due to State
Assembly elections in some States, the
House was adjourned till December 10,
2008.
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Guha joined the BJP at its Hastings
party office on Monday.

Former Bengal Minister and Singur
MLA Rabindranath Ghosh too quit the
party along with his son a local TMC
leader. None of these outgoing MLAs
were given nomination by the party and
“felt insulted at not being consulted or
even informed by the Chief Minister
once about her decision to drop us …”

Guha a former Deputy Speaker
said, “I had been with Mamata Didi like
her shadow for decades … till she
became the Chief Minister no one
could even conceive a photograph of her
without me by her side… I stood by her
through all the rough times and see what
I got at the end. I could not believe my
eyes when my name was dropped,” the
four-time MLA from Satgachia said.

She went on to add that Didi could
at least have informed me personally …
but she would not even call me up once.”

Sarala Murmu another former TMC
MLA who was given nomination this
time round from Habibpur in Malda dis-
trict too left the party alleging “unruli-
ness and lack of opportunity to work.”
The TMC election committee was hur-
riedly trying to name another candidate
from Habibpur, sources said.

Not only Murmu but at least 14 sit-
ting members of Malda district board
too left the party on Monday. All of
them joined the BJP rendering the
TMC into minority and prompting the
saffron outfit to stake claim to form the
B oard,  sources  said adding the
Trinamool leadership had swung into
action to control the damage. A South
Dum Dum councilor too had quit the
party and joined the BJP, sources said.

Meanwhile, the Chief Minister
launched a scathing attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for the second
consecutive day on Monday for “ped-
dling lies” against her Government.

Leading a huge women’s rally on the
event of Women’s Day in Kolkata,
Mamata attacked the Prime Minister for
leading the “biggest syndicate of the
country.” She said, “The Prime Minister
is calling Bengal a crime hotspot where-
as the BJP-ruled UP leads the country
in incidents of rape … Gujarat too is
high on the list of incidents of rape, mur-
der and attempted murder,” wondering
why the Prime Minister was not for once
mentioning the rising prices of fuel and
cooking gas.

“The women who have to bear the
brunt of the price hike in their kitchens
will give him a befitting reply in the elec-
tions,” the Chief Minister said alleging
instead of handling the basic problems
of the people the Prime Minister was
more interested in renaming stadiums
after his name.
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Aday after Union Health Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan and Delhi Health

Minister Satyendar Jain talked about
nearing the end of the (Covid-19) pan-
demic, the Indian Medical Association
(IMA) has cautioned politicians and the
Government not to invoke a “false sense
of security”. “It is painful to note the dis-
cussion on endemic Vs pandemic status
of diseases is echoing in the political cor-
ridors, however it ought to be substanti-
ated by scientific evidence by the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
or ICMR only,” the IMA
said. The apex body of the
doctors pointed out that
“invasion of muted virus UK
variant, South Africa variant
and Brazil variant continue to
haunt.”

“While corona pandem-
ic with its disastrous tentacles
and widespread infectivity
were under control amid spike here and
there by the dedicated and coordinated
services rendered timely by Governments
and private modern medical healthcare
providers, the stage is not ripe to call it the
end of pandemic or endemic,” the IMA
said in a statement here.

“The introduction of much efficacious
and safe corona vaccine in our country is
a tool for us to face this challenging war
with confidence. But for India and
Argentina, whole world had faced the sec-
ond wave and its much vitreous conse-
quences.

“The last one week has shown 35 to
40 per cent increase in the number of cases
from different parts of the State and even

in Capital of India the daily average has
risen up from 100 to 140 patients.

“Hence, let us not boast or trumpet
ourselves and indulge in prognosticating
the course of this viral disease and off
guard our preventive measures against this
dreaded disease of this stage,” said the
association.

The IMA , which is an umbrella
organisation for private doctors in the
country, also sought to remind the
Government that  good gain of cohesive
frontal services of upkeeping physical dis-
tance, hand and respiratory hygiene,

masking and the timely sup-
portive vaccination drive, shall
not go in vain with this “tussle
of words”.

Pointing out that the
Association lost about 740 front-
line warriors in pandemic, it said
unauthorised political state-
ments shall only invoke false
sense of security.

On Sunday speaking at the
Delhi Medical Association’s (DMA’s)
62nd Annual Delhi State Medical
Conference (MEDICON 2021) in col-
laboration with Dharamshila Narayana
Hospital on Sunday, Vardhan had said,
“We are in the ‘end game’ of the Covid-
19 pandemic in India and to succeed at
this stage, politics should be kept out.”

At another event, Jain too had said
coronavirus is nearing an endemic phase
in Delhi. “Experts say some cases continue
to occur in the endemic phase. Delhi wit-
nessed a swine flu outbreak around 10
years ago, but still some cases are report-
ed every year. Coronavirus is not going to
end completely… we will have to learn to
live with it,” Jain had said.



In the last few years, women’s
hygiene has been the talk of

the town, given that there are
so many diseases that stem
because of unhygienic prac-
tices. Despite the awareness
being created, India has still a
long way to go before being
able to talk about it openly.

When one talks about
hygiene, intimate washes is the
first thing that comes to mind.
Loaded with natural ingredi-
ents and Ayurvedic benefits,
rooted in ancient traditions,
these washes are fast catching
attention of  the urban women
looking for alternatives to the
chemical-loaded products.

More so, when
Coronavirus threat is looming
large and health and hygiene
have become a top-most pri-
ority. There are many who
prefer time-tested Ayurveda
based intimate hygiene that
offers a level of security against
infections.

Health experts support
this choice saying that one
should not lower one’s guard

when it comes to personal
hygiene.

They opine that washes
made of natural solutions
retain the good bacteria,
which protects the intimate
area and kills bad bacteria.  

“Those intimate washes
which enhances skin health
and serve as a helpful add-on
therapy for those with infec-
tions should be used,” Dr RP
Prashar from a Delhi-based
Ayurveda Hospital tells you. 

Sanchit Sharma,
Executive Director of AIMIL
Pharma, engaged in manufac-
turing Ayurvedic drugs  points
out that keeping in mind the
hygiene needs of  women, they
have, after intensive research
and development prepared
Ayouthveda Vagitone Intimate
Hygiene Wash that is rich in
green tea, haridra and  amla
among others, replacing
chemicals like silicon and
artificial colours.

Apart from the use of
Ayurvedic medicinal ingredi-
ents in hygiene wash,

researchers have supplement-
ed the Vagitone formulation
with natural fragrances and
employed refining techniques
endorsed by the Fragrance &
Flavour Development Centre,
Kannauj, an institution set up
by the Union Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprise
Ministry.

However, there is a wide-
spread ignorance among
women when it comes to
their intimate hygiene,
laments Prashar revealing that
around 95 per cent of the inti-
mate hygiene products in the
market are full of chemicals,
and, globally, approximately
75 per cent of the women suf-
fer from a vaginal yeast infec-
tion at least once in their life-
time.

According to various sur-
veys, in India at least eight out
of 10 women are vulnerable to
vaginal infection while at least
80 per cent ignore the impor-
tance of the internal hygiene
due to which they face various
infections.

Women leaders representing doctors
and corporates on March 8, 2021

underscored the need to change how
women are perceived by the society and
advocated that women must look after
themselves before noting what others
need. Attending the summit titled
Women’s Health Matters by the
Integrated Health and Wellbeing (IHW)
Council ahead of International Women’s
Day, they hoped that a substantial part
of the allocations for Atmanirbhar
Swasth Bharat Yojana, announced dur-
ing the Union Budget last month, is allo-
cated for women’s health issues.

Noting that gender discrimination
is a critical component that impacts
women’s health Dr Nandita Palshetkar,
Director, Bloom IVF Centres, said:
“COVID has hit the women badly – 60
per cent of them have been pushed to
poverty and unemployment due to the
pandemic and she is 20 per cent more
likely to become unemployed than
men. We launched a campaign to make
women safer from the violence and
abuses, smarter in terms of her repro-
ductive choices and stronger by focus-
ing on wellness and mental wellbeing.
We definitely need more women-cen-
tric policies. We have been focusing a
lot on maternal mortality in the past,
but the government is now looking at
it more holistically, which is a welcome
change, and I hope they will prioritise
women’s health under the allocations
for Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat
Yojana.”
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$�@� Highly
aromatic and flavourful
herbs, fennel seeds are used to
treat some common digestive
ailments including heartburn,
intestinal gas and bloating.

Some people eat fennel
seeds as mouth fresheners.
Chewing fennel seeds can also
help in getting rid of bad
breath as they increase the
production of saliva thereby
washing out the bacte-
ria. They also
help to

relieve morning sickness.
The antioxidants and other

antimicrobial properties in fen-
nel seeds help treat a host of
hair ailments. Some of these
include dandruff, scalp itchi-
ness, hair breakage and hair
fall.

They also contain nitrites,
compounds known to lower
blood pressure levels. The fiber
content in them also help in
lowering the cholestrol levels.

Millions of Indians are
affected by Chronic
Kidney Diseases
(CKD). Various epi-

demiological studies suggest preva-
lence of CKD to be around eight to
10 per cent. Multiply this with our
population and age is no bar!
Though prevalent among the elder-
ly, younger patients are also known
to have progressive loss of kidney
function. CKD is associated with an
increased risk of cardiovascular
disease and end-stage renal disease
(ESRD). 

The various causes of CKD can
range from strong medication,
Diabetes, obesity, agricultural food
chain pollution, water treatment
pollution, to dehydration and kid-
ney impact among others. Diabetes
Mellitusis the leading cause of
CKD. Of every 100 diabetics, near-
ly 40 land up with CKD. Diabesityis
a coinage to emphasise the havoc
created by marriage of diabetes with
obesity. One plus one becomes
eleven here. Of those with high
uncontrolled blood pressure, one in
five will have CKD.
Glomerulonephritis, which is
inflammatory condition of kid-
neys as well as chronic shrinking of
kidneys called chronic interstitial
nephritis are again factors that can
cause CKD. Young people working
in farms have a special proclivity.
Indiscriminate usage of agricultur-
al pesticidesand fertilisers along
with heat dehydration can cause
irreversible CKD, robbing the
nation of its young working force.

Obstruction to urine flow due
to kidney stones, enlarged prostate
and gynaecological problems can
also be major causes. Congenital

causes like polycystic kidneys, reflux
of urine and many other diseases
target children right from the moth-
er's womb or at birth causing young
people to get CKD.

Kidneys filter waste products
from the blood. All the nitrogenous
end products, sulfuric acid, phos-
phaturic acid and innumerable
organic wastes which are inimical
to good health are excreted by our
indefatigable friends. Milieu
Intérieur, the internal environment
of the body, a perquisite to good
health is the prime responsibility of
kidneys as they regulate blood
pressure, enable new blood forma-
tion in bone marrow by producing
the hormone erythropoietin, main-
taining fluid and electrolyte balance
and by forming active vitamin D,
kidneys keep our strong bones in
good humour!

Recognising early kidney dam-
age is imperative and there are
many early symptoms that can be
a giveaway to kidney health.
Paradoxically passing more urine
specially at night is a classic symp-
tom. Frothing in the urine, high BP
especially in young people, unex-
plained anemia, muscle aches and
bone pains, swelling over feet or face
(how so ever slight and transient)
and the inability to have a baby are
all symptoms to watch out for.

Knowing how to prevent or
manage the wellness of our kidneys
is equally important. One should
keep in mind the seven sins of this
disease and keep the following in
check — sugar, salt, stress, smoking,
sedentary lifestyle, spirits i.e., alco-
hol and sleep (the lack of it). CKD
is associated with an increased risk
of cardiovascular diseases like heart

attacks and heart failure. Many a
times the “seed of disease is in kid-
neys and the fruits of illness is borne
by our heart”. Invest a small sum of
money and a little time in your
health to reap bumper dividends of
good health. Regular BP and blood
sugar monitoring at home should be
done religiously.

Periodic health checks detect
asymptomatic early kidney disease
which are amenable to correction.
High risk patients above 50 years of
age, people with Diabetes or high
BP and patients having a family his-
tory of kidney diseases, stones and
cystic diseases should all opt for
periodic health checks. Every per-
son should have a health insurance
from first day of their earnings,
whether personal or employer sup-
ported and people below poverty
line should have coverage by
schemes like Ayushman Bharat,
ESI etc.

Are kidney diseases on the
rise? The answer is an unequivocal
yes. Ironically early CKD (stage 1 to
4) has no symptoms. Typically, it is
not until stages 4-5 where there is
severe reduction in Glomerular
filtration and kidney functions that
water, electrolyte and acids accumu-
late and cause flooding of lungs
leading to cardio respiratory failure.

Dialysis is a process by which
a person is hooked up to a dialysis
machine which filters out all toxins
and acidic wastes from the blood
thus reestablishing milieu interior,
albeit only for a few days. So, a per-
son will need a four-hour session of
dialysis every two to three times a
week. 

If prepared in advance, dialysis
is a seamless and painless procedure

which can lend many years of use-
ful life. Getting a small surgery
called AV fistula done well in time
can enable a safe and a high-qual-
ity dialysis. We have patients living
well for more than 15 years on dial-
ysis. In fact, dialysis is a lifesaving
and life prolonging procedure.
Bluntly put, it boils down to ‘either
dialysis or death’.

Nearly every person has two
healthy kidneys. In the event of
someone landing in End-Stage
Renal Disease (ESRD), changing
one kidney with a healthy kidney
from a relative will enable complete
recuperation of the patient. The
transplanted patient can lead a
normal life with some regular med-
ications and checks. The donor also
leads a full and fulfilling life capped
with the ultimate altruistic deed. 

If suffering from CKD, do ask
your healthcare specialist about
the other relevant advice for ESRD
and how to manage medications
and routine exercises to stay healthy.
A quick visit to the dietician to get
tips on managing good nutrition,
food suited for the body, and to pre-
vent thirst will go a long way in liv-
ing well with kidney diseases. Given
that kidney diseases are an epidem-
ic,it is important to maintain a pos-
itive attitude with self-help and from
the family. The treatment of kidney
disease is not just medical, but it is
about comprehending your life on
a daily basis and understanding the
choices you can make based on
your condition and available ther-
apeutic modalities.
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Most people know that stress can cause various health prob-
lems. We are living in a scenario where every person lives

under stress. Especially the pandemic has taken a toll on every-
one’s health apart from that sedentary lifestyle such as lack of
exercise, smoking, drinking, junk food eating, lack of sleeping
especially where people work in the night shifts, desk jobs, ten-
sion of target completion, the pressure of board meetings, client
pressure, etc. All these factors in totality lead to stress.

Many people don’t know that stress can also cause thyroid.
Hypothyroidism or thyroid refers to any state in which thyroid
hormone production is below normal. The symptoms are usu-
ally milder at the beginning but develop gradually as the con-
dition deteriorates.

The symptoms of hypothyroidism are often subtle but can
include:

�Increased cholesterol lev-
els

�State of depression
�Losing or gaining weight
�Swollen neck
�Mood swings
�Low energy
�Hair loss
�Constipation
�Dry skin
�Brittle nails
�Problem with vision
�Trembling of hands.
In today’s generation thy-

roid is a very common problem
especially post 25 years of age
and women are 4 times more
prone to thyroid disorders than
men. Undiagnosed and
untreated thyroid disease can
be a cause for infertility or fre-
quent miscarriage.

An underactive thyroid
(hypothyroidism) is a condition in which the thyroid gland does-
n’t produce enough of certain important hormones. For women,
there is a link between hypothyroidism and infertility. Low lev-
els of thyroid hormone can interfere with ovulation, which impairs
fertility.

Since standard thyroid blood tests are not sensitive enough
to detect low ovarian tissue levels the majority of the time. Women
must find a knowledgeable physician who understands that stan-
dard tests will often not be useful in detecting low ovarian thy-
roid levels. If you feel the above-mentioned symptoms imme-
diately go for TSH (thyroid-stimulating hormone) test, Chest X-
ray, T4, or thyroxin test.

Treatment: Hyperthyroidism can be treated in many ways.
However, a doctor chooses the line of treatment based on sev-
eral variables like the underlying cause of hyperthyroidism, the
age of the patient, the size of the thyroid gland, and the pres-
ence of coexisting medical illnesses.

If you are found to have hypothyroidism, thyroid hormone
replacement is very effective in restoring fertility. It may take one-
two months to normalise your thyroid hormone levels with med-
ication; and once you start medication, you must check your TSH
levels to confirm they are in the normal range. You will usual-
ly need to continue the medicines for the rest of your life and
recheck your thyroid function every six months or so.
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Taking care of eyes is
important, especially
when work from

home has probably left you
with longer working hours.
This definitely calls
for extra care for
the eyes. Here
are a few tips
that can help.

O n e ,
don’t forget
to take
breaks every
20 minutes.
Stop for a
while, look away
from the screen for
at least five minutes or
close your eyes for two
minutes. 

Two, use cold water to
wash your eyes every time
you take a break. Even in the
morning, just after you get
up splash water on the eyes
for a good two-three min-

utes. 
Three, if your eyes feel

tired or puffy, cut cucumber
slices and put them over the
eyes. Rest for 10 minutes.

One can also use cot-
ton pads soaked in

rose water to
soothe tired
eyes. One can
put the
soaked cot-
ton pads in
the fridge for

half an hour
before using

them.
Four, if you eyes

are itchy or red, use ice
cubes over the eyelids.
However, don’t use them
directly, wrap them in a
towel or a cotton cloth and
then use. Do this for at least
20 minutes. However, if the
itchiness continues do visit
the doctor.

Keeping your eyes healthy
should be your priority,

given that most of us are still
working from home.

ROSHANI DEVI shares easy
home remedies that can help

relieve the discomfort 

DadiKaKehna
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Meditation is a thousand-year-old
practice. The older the practice, the
greater are its effects and benefits.

In this modern time, our life is with stress
and excess consumption of information.
Meditation is a tool to fight these effects of
stressful life and find a peaceful living.

Meditation is to train the mind and
actions, create self-awareness, and achieve
a stable, emotionally calm and mentally
clear state of mind. The good thing about
meditation is that it does not require any
equipment. It is, though, best practised in
a quiet, peaceful surrounding. It is com-
monly a means to find answers to burning
questions of the mind.

Mental health: Most mental health
issues can be resolved, with the help of med-
itation. Researchers have believed that
meditation could be a solution in many
mental health cases to eliminate medication.
In the recent pandemic, mental health issues
became of grave concern in many nations
around the world. Those suffering from
depression and anxiety due to the pandem-
ic are advised to practise meditation to gain
relief. It has become an effective and
important part of daily life.

Take control: It is often when the chaos
of daily life takes control meditation comes
handy. It helps rid away negative thoughts
and allows the brain to find its zen and
focus. It permits zero in on positive think-
ing and finding an equilibrium. It penetrates
serenity into the mind that assists in fulfill-
ing the answers for an individual.
Answering desired questions is best
achieved in a quiet and peaceful environ-
ment or surrounding.

Motivation: Meditation allows humans
to gain power over their mind, body and
desires. The chaotic consistency of daily life
prevents individuals to stay motivated and
confident in their endeavours. Meditation
gives them dominating thinking to stay on
the course of positivity and healing. It gives
them the strength to ignore distractions and
manipulate the mind to do differently.

Stay calm: Meditation is useful for
school students, busy corporate employees,
business people and professionals in differ-
ent fields. It helps gain concentration,
resilience and improves performance.
People who meditate are known to be kind
in their actions and thoughts. They are also
more humble and gentle beings. A study
shows that meditation makes people soft-
er, agile minded and thoughtful as they can
stay calm and consider situations before
impulsively taking action.

Be disciplined: Meditation lets an
individual free from limitations and short-
comings. It leads them to peace and calm-
ness. It helps bring stillness to a racing mind
and controls fast-paced thinking.
Meditation allows individuals to take con-
trol and be disciplined about life and daily
habits.

The benefit of meditation is that it gives
an individual the ability to find peace. It is
a practice chosen by world leaders and high-
ly successful people. Meditation is adopt-
ed as part of the corporate world as well. It
is a significant part of daily life and is
utilised, as a way to live a happy life.
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The theme parks are the hub for
heady adventures, thrilling rides,
and adrenaline rush. However, vis-

iting them was, perhaps, the last thing on
people’s minds when the pandemic struck
us in 2020 as it brought a lot of difficul-
ties across businesses and brought our
lives to a halt. Despite 2021 being the year
of recovery for some, it is still a sluggish
period for the Indian theme park indus-
try. Earlier, it used to be a booming indus-
try with a good employment rate of a
minimum of 80,000 people, but now, the
employees are jobless or bearing salary
cuts.

Dealing with this major hit to the
theme parks, the industry is trying to
focus on the path of recovery. While the
future seems promising, it will require
some time and effort in the right direc-
tion to revive the customer base.
Currently, all they are focussing on is that
their operation adheres to the govern-
ment guidelines.
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Now, with the unlocking, most theme

parks in the country have reopened
after being shut for approximately 10
months as per the guidelines. The parks
are taking every possible safety precau-
tion for their visitors and making sure to
follow all the norms issued by the gov-
ernment. Their utmost priority is ensur-
ing the safety of the people.

They are trying to adapt to the new
normal and grasp the online working
methods. Online pre-booked admis-
sions, markings showing where to stand,
maintaining social distancing, tempera-
ture screening, and sanitising the visitors
and employees at the entry time and other
prominent zones inside the parks are
some of the steps taken to ensure safety.
The park operators are also pushing for
contactless transitions with food orders,
menus on applications, and for buying
things from the stalls and shop inside the
venue.

The parks are being properly steril-
ized — swings, surfaces, seat belts, and
handlebars — before and after every ride.
They have allocated their funds on the
safety of the visitors and are spending
approximately `10,000-15,000 or even
more than this per day.

It has, indeed, been a roller coaster

ride for the industry with theme parks
having to reopen and then shut down
multiple times due to the volatile
COVID-19 situation. In order to have a
blooming future, strengthening their
present situation is essential. The recre-
ational firms have realised this and
hence, are working towards achieving the
same objective.

Increased expenses, the imposition of
safety measures, social distancing, and the
provision of limited tickets are some of
the ways in which they are looking at
reviving their businesses. There are hard-
ly 40 visitors per day and rides are run-
ning at less than half the capacity as com-
pared to the pre-pandemic times.

It is undeniable that theme park
authorities are struggling with financial
issues to protect their employees and
mainly to apply the right strategies to
draw visitors to the theme parks.

Basically, there are two major categories,
one which includes rides with water, and
the other is without water. While the
firms haven’t made the water rides oper-
ational as of now but if they decide to
open them soon, then, it will become
increasingly challenging to curb the
transmission of the virus. However, in
case they re-launch their water rides, then
they will have to adopt specific safety
measures. They will have to use a certain
chemical that can help in eliminating the
virus from the water and is also skin-
friendly.

They can also make sanitising com-
pulsory before stepping into the water.
Changing or purifying the water at reg-
ular intervals after a certain amount of
people have entered is another basic yet
important step that can help in ensuring
the safety of the people while savoring the
water rides. The provision of COVID-19
tests at the entrance of the parks that too
at nominal charges will further aid in
keeping everyone safe and sound.
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One of the common ways in which

theme parks are attracting customers is
running creative advertisements and
campaigns as a part of their marketing
strategy to grab attention. Additionally,
they are offering the ticket at nearly 30
to 40 per cent discount on its full ticket
price. In the present times, the park’s price
point is 10-15 per cent lower than 2019
prices but they are optimistic and hope-
ful that if the demand sustains over the
next couple of months then the theme
parks will function in full swing. They
will be able to roll back to original tick-
et prices.
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The present might seem blurry but

the future of recreational parks is indeed
promising. As to the present risky situ-
ation, all these hygiene solutions need to
be adopted for the next 12 to 18 months
as the virus is here to stay and we need
time to minimise its risk.

Almost every company and business
was affected terribly by the pandemic.
Hence, it will take time to recover and we
need to imbibe relevant strategies to over-
come the losses and get back on our feet.
This is especially so in the case of theme
parks as the challenge for them is huge
and the revival journey is troublesome.
However, it isn’t impossible as everyone
wants cheerful and enthusiastic moments
after the lockdown, and theme parks will
be the perfect resort for the same.
Hopefully, with all the relevant strategies
in place, that day won’t be far when the
theme parks will again be crowded!

(The writer is the founder of Delta105,
Army theme park.)

Yatra Naryasthu is a title that
Adwaita Gadanayak, DG,

NGMA, took from the Sanskrit
shloka: Yatra naryastu pujyante
ramante tatra devata, which
means where women are wor-
shipped, there the gods rejoice. A
historic show gives us a glimpse
into the tapestry of the life of sev-
eral women artists. It straddles
India’s greatest names like Zarina,
Arpita Singh, Arpana Caur, Jayasri
Burman, Anupam Sud, Soghra
Khurasani, Jyotsna Bhatt, Dipali
Daroz, Jayashree Chakravorty
and many more. Created as a
corollary among printmakers,
sculptors, ceramic artists and
painters, the show has something
for everyone. Special is the
requiem for artists who have
passed away. A number of works
have been specially loaned to the
NGMA by eminent collectors
from Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai.

ZARINA’S MY DELHI
Zarina passed away last year

on April 20 in London. Poet,
printmaker and teacher Zarina
was born in Aligarh, India. After
receiving a degree in Mathematics,
she went on to study woodblock
printing in Bangkok and Tokyo,
and intaglio with SW Hayter at
Atelier-17 in Paris.

Her experiences and person-
al life define Zarina’s works. An
early interest in architecture and
Mathematics is reflected in the use
of geometry and her emphasis on
structural purity. While her work
gravitates towards minimalism, its
starkness is tempered by its tex-
ture and materiality. Her art
poignantly chronicles her life and
features recurring themes of
home, displacement, borders,
journey and memory.

Zarina mined her memory
and experience to reflect on the
nature of belonging. Delhi 1, II &

III, are three prints that address
the theme of home within the
context of individual and nation-
al identity, displacement, isolation
and community. Yet when you
look at them together, it’s like a
meditation on belonging.

MANISHA BHATTACHARYYA’S
SONG OF THE SEA

Ceramic artist and mentor
Manisha Bhattacharyya passed
away after a battle with cancer and
her cluster of three raku pots

belong to her series of the sea.
Laden with crackled glaze and the
sandy tone of a murky white, it
shows her prowess and passion for
creating pots that had a minimal
accent and a Zen echo of rare
rhythms.

LEENA BATRA’S PORCELAIN
PLATTERS 

In the history of ceramics in
India, former Garhi artist and co-
founder of Delhi Blue Pottery,
Leena Batra is an important name.

Three porcelain platters are a
treat for tired eyes. She was one of
the first to experiment with porce-
lain and these three platters speak
of precision, perfection and the
finesse needed to create celadon
glazed platters.

MADHURI JALAN’S LINGAM
Madhuri Jalan was a ceram-

ic artist. She used to create sculp-
tural pots and among her exper-
iments was a copper lingam that
was a part of her show at Habitat
Centre in 2010. This copper
lingam with a small trunk of an
elephant is on loan from a collec-
tor. As a work of art, it blends both

mythic and spiritual yearnings in
a deeply materialistic world. The
lingam initiates an exchange of
ideas/emotions around the the-
matics of the creative process,
inviting the viewer to weigh in on
deeper artistic sources and cogni-
tive triggers that stir them to cre-
ate.

PRABHA SHAH
At the Triveni studio creating

canvases for more than two
decades is abstractionist Prabha
Shah, who creates work in silence
because she can neither hear the
world nor speak her heart out in
syllables.

Prabha’s canvas is a testimo-
ny to the process of abstraction
being an experience — not only
is it the crux of creation but it is
also a residue that evolves with
both precision and fervour.
Prabha’s visual language is the key
to her own odyssey. In her canvas,
the addition, the summation and
the erasure all come into play.
These postulations of personal
choice become a paradigm of a
self-referential and self-editing
intention that is in parts voluntary
and involuntary – as an act of cre-
ating in a silent world that has no
sound. 

Ultimately for art lovers Yatra
Naryasthu details the passion and
devotion of a woman’s journey of
creation.

(The show is on till March 29
at NGMA.)

Actor Rani Mukerji says that the
power lies with women to change the

perception about how they are represent-
ed in every aspect of filmmaking. On the
occasion of Women’s Day on Monday,
Rani added that if women celebrated each
others success, they would be heard all the
more.

“In my journey
in the Hindi film
industry, I have
realised that the
power is with
the women to
change the per-
ception about
how women are
represented in
every aspect of
f i lmmaking.
We have to
s u p p o r t
each other,
root for each
other and
empower each
other, so that
the road is
smoother for
others who
want to make a
name for them-
selves in the male-driven
industry. We have to cel-
ebrate each other and our
successes collectively to ensure
that we are all heard all the
more,” Rani said.

She considers
herself fortunate
to have got the oppor-
tunity to bring fantastic

characters to life.
“As an artiste, I have been fortunate

enough to play some really fantastic self-
reliant women on screen and live their
inspiring stories closely. Like me, many
actresses over generations have tried to
change the conversation about how
women are portrayed on screen,” she said.

Rani feels blessed that through her
films she was given an opportunity to
change the conversation of female repre-
sentation in India.

Rani’s last two films were
Hichki and Mardaani 2. She says
she wants to continue finding

unconventional scripts as
these while represent-

ing women on screen.
“I have through-

out my career
made conscious
decisions to
portray strong

women charac-
ters on screen

who led by exam-
ple for society. I
have chosen to
play women char-
acters who can
command respect,

because of their unin-
hibited life choices,” she said.

“I will be inclined to pick projects
that have a powerful story to tell
through the eyes of a bold, upright
woman who doesn’t fear voicing her

opinions and is confi-
dent about being
herself,” she

summed up.

Actor Arjun Kapoor feels it is cru-
cial for women to stand up for

themselves and their dreams, and
shatter stereotypes.

“It is crucial for women to stand
up for themselves and their dreams
and shatter stereotypes. I have always
been a staunch supporter of women’s
causes and have always tried to con-
tribute in my own way as much as
possible,” Arjun said.

On the occasion of International
Women’s Day, Arjun interacted and
celebrated girls who have broken
stereotypes, challenged norms, and
have themselves become a role
model, inspiring a generation to
share their experiences and their
journeys.

Arjun conversed with these girls,
shared anecdotes from his life on how
women can do anything they set their
mind to.

“It was an eye-opener for me to
know the amazing stories of these
girls and their inspiring personal
journeys,” added the actor, who
spearheads a digital IP called Bend
The Gender that is aimed at saluting
girls who have been shattering the
glass ceiling across India.

On the work front, Arjun cur-
rently awaits the digital release of his
forthcoming cross-border love story
featuring Rakul Preet Singh.

He will also be seen in the hor-
ror-comedy Bhoot Police.
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Olympic-bound Indian wrestler
Bajrang Punia pulled off a

two-pointer in the last 30 seconds
of the Gold medal bout to defend
his title at the Matteo Pellicone
Ranking Series event, a result that
propelled him back to world num-
ber one rank.

Up against Mongolia’s Tulga
Tumur Ochir, Bajrang was trailing
0-2 till the final moments of the
65kg final but managed to level the
scores, 30 seconds from the final
whistle.

Since the last scoring point
came from the Indian, he was
declared the winner on criteria on
Sunday night.

Bajrang’s leg defence seemed to
be a particularly improved aspect of

his game in the one-year break,
forced by the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The 27-year-old though
said he needs to work more on
his defence as he is eyeing a
medal at the Tokyo Games.

“I found that my leg
defence has improved
compared to where it
was before the break.
I have got better but
it still needs more
work. I also need
to be better on my
attacking moves,”
Bajrang told PTI.

Asked about his strug-
gle in the final against the
Mongolian, one of the
three men’s Indian
wrestlers to have quali-

fied for the Tokyo Games
said it indeed was tough.

“Look, the 65kg catego-
ry is extremely competitive.
The Mongolian has quali-
fied for the Tokyo Games.

He is not a weak
opponent. All the

wrestlers in this
category have
the same aim of
doing well in
Tokyo, so all are
tough and we
are all almost at
same level,” he

said.
“It is such a sport,

that you go up and
down. I am just glad
that I am back to the
mat and competing,”

he said.
Bajrang will now be back in the

national camp but wants to train
outside before the Asian champi-
onship, scheduled to be held in
Kazakhstan from April 9 to 11.

“I am looking for a training stint
abroad. Let's see if it happens
because restrictions are back in
Europe because of rising virus
cases. Travelling is not easy these
days. You have to fill a lot of forms,
download apps, fill too much infor-
mation.”

Bajrang was placed second in
the rankings before the event and
is now on top of the table in the
65kg category with 14 points.

The fresh rankings are based on
results of only this tournament
which means that Gold-medallists
get the top spot.
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India will play their inaugural
World Test Championship final

against New Zealand at
Southampton’s Ageas Bowl
Stadium from June 18-22, BCCI
president Sourav Ganguly con-
firmed on Monday.

Initially, the final was supposed
to be held at the Lord’s but
Southampton, with a five-star
facility inside the stadium, will
make it easier for both the ICC and
the England and Wales Cricket
Board to create a bio-bubble for the
two teams.

“Yes, the final will be held at
Ageas Bowl,” Ganguly replied to a
query from PTI.

India qualified for the marquee
clash after beating England 3-1 in
a just-concluded Test series.

Southampton, with its slowish

track, puts India on even keel with
New Zealand as spinners will
come into the game at the venue.

“I will go for the World Test
Championship and hopefully we
can get past New Zealand in the
final. New Zealand will be there
before us and they will play a cou-
ple of Test matches (against
England),” Ganguly told ‘India
Today’ channel.

He lavished praise on the
team for its stupendous perfor-
mance in both the away series
against Australia and home games
against England.

Massive achievement?
“Oh yes, specially after what

players have gone through to be in

those bubbles and play cricket day
in and day out. It was remarkable.
Right from IPL till now. What they
have achieved is fantastic,” he told
the channel.

“I think we must congratulate
Ajinkya Rahane, first in Australia
and Virat Kohli in England, the
head coach, support staff, every-
body. (Rahul) Dravid who does a

lot of work behind the scenes with
these boys. To see that day in
Brisbane was outstanding,” he
said.

Ganguly believes that Rishabh
Pant is a match winner in the
mould of Virender Sehwag, Yuvraj
Singh and Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

“I have seen him for past two
years and I have belief in match-
winners. A player, who on his day
will win you games. Pant is one
such guy.

“Sydney Test, if he had been
there for six more overs, he would
have won us that game too. He is
like Dhoni, Sehwag and Yuvraj,
who can win matches alone,” said
the former India captain.

He was mighty impressed
with Pant’s game sense during his
under pressure hundred at Motera.

“...And look at how he played
in Ahmedabad. His game sense
while facing the second new ball
against James Anderson, who has
bowled well in the series. He
counter-attacked and changed it.”

He also lauded National
Cricket Academy head Rahul
Dravid, whose behind the scenes
work has helped in creating a solid
bench strength. “That’s why I say
Dravid has done a great job.
Mohammed Siraj and Shardul
Thakur did so well in Australia and
we won the final Test without
Jasprit Bumrah.”
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Young opener Devdutt
Padikkal sent a strong mes-

sage to the national selectors
before England ODIs as he
slammed his fourth consecu-
tive List A ton as Karnataka
beat Kerala by 80 runs in a
quarter-final game of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy here on
Monday.

Karnataka rode on skipper
Ravikumar Samarth’s knock of
192 off 158 balls and a stroke-
filled 101 by 20-year-old left-
handed Padikkal (off 119 balls)
to post an imposing 338/3 and
then bundled out the opposi-
tion for 258. Kerala’s decision
to put Karnataka into bat  back-
fired badly, as Samarth and
Padikkal toyed with their attack
with a massive 249-run part-
nership for the first wicket.

He completed his century
in 112 balls and was aggressive
right from the start, while
Padikkal hammered 10 bound-
aries and two maximums.

It was a Samarth-Padikkal
show as Karnataka were going
strong at 196/0 after 35 overs

having laid the foundation for
a mammoth total.

While Padikkal continued
his fabulous show in the
national ODI tournament and
in the process scored his 4th
consecutive List A century and
became the first Indian to do
so, Samarth surpassed veteran
Wasim Jaffer’s unbeaten 170 to
register the highest score in a
Vijay Hazare knock-out match.

For Kerala, right-arm
medium pacer Basil NP (3/57)
was the pick of the bowlers,
while others had an off-day. 

,�1�	�������
&��
Skipper Priyank Panchal’s

stroke-filled 134 and an equal-
ly impressive show from the
bowlers set up Gujarat’s mas-
sive 117-run win over Andhra
in the second quarter-final of
the Vijay Hazare Trophy. 

Gujarat rode on Panchal’s
134 to post a competitive 299
for 7 and then bundled out the
opposition for 182, to make it
to the semi-final. India Test star
and Andhra captain Hanuma
Vihari was out for a five-ball
duck.
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Former captain Michael
Vaughan has argued that

England Test skipper Joe Root
should also get to pick his best
players irrespective of ECB’s
rotation policy, just like limited
overs leader Eoin Morgan “gets
what he wants”.

In a column for Telegraph,
Vaughan wrote England fielded
a weakened team in the four
Tests against India with the likes
of Jos Buttler and Moeen Ali
returning home in the middle of
the series only to be back for the
limited overs leg of the tour.

“It is very clear where the
leadership power lies in English
cricket - it is with Eoin Morgan
and not Joe Root.

“I am pretty sure that
Morgan went to the selectors and
Ashley Giles and said he want-
ed his best team at all times this
year in Twenty20, so he could
build for the World Cup in

India in October. He has his
wish,” the Ashes winning skip-
per wrote.

“I understand rotation.
Nobody argues against the fact
players need breaks from Covid
bubbles but the frustration for
me as a lover of the game’s
longest format is why has our
Test team been weakened this
winter, yet the Twenty20 side is
at full strength? “When you win
a World Cup as captain you are
bombproof. I experienced it

when I won the Ashes. Do you
think Ed Smith is going to say
‘no’ to Morgan? No chance,”
Vaughan said referring to
England’s World Cup triumph in
2019 under Morgan’s leader-
ship.

Vaughan fears that Morgan
being too powerful could end up
harming English cricket.

“But it is dangerous for so
much power to be invested in
one person because it is rare they
see the bigger picture. As much
as he is a brilliant captain, it is
wrong for Morgan to always get
what he wants because under-
standably he will prioritise what
is good for his team, and
inevitably that will be at the
expense of something else.

“But at some point the man-
agement around him - Giles and
Tom Harrison - have to take into
account what is right for all
England sides, not just one for-
mat, and level up the balance of
power.
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Arusty Indian women’s
cricket team will be seek-

ing some rhythm in the second
ODI against South Africa here
on Tuesday after being out-
played by the visitors in the
series-opener.

Though captain Mithali
Raj and her deputy
Harmanpreet Kaur had insist-
ed that rustiness won’t be an
issue in their first series in 12
months, India clearly looked a
side which had not played for
a long time in the opener of the
five-match series on Sunday.

A better prepared South
Africa, on the other hand,
were clinical and will be hard
to beat in the coming games.

After the game, Kaur
realised the players needed
some time to gel as a unit.
Barring Kaur, Raj and Deepti
Sharma to a certain extent,
none of the batters could apply
themselves on a decent batting
surface.

A lot of them were
guilty of poor shot
selection as pointed out
by Kaur after the game.

The spinners, who
are traditionally consid-
ered India's
strength, hardly
troubled the
South African
duo of Lizelle
Lee and 21-
y e a r - o l d
L a u r a
Wolvaardt,
who put up
the highest
ever open-
ing wicket
s t a n d
against India to
run away with the
contest.

There were

some positives, however, such
as Raj scoring a gritty half-cen-
tury and pacer Jhulan Goswami
showing she is still among the
best in the business. Both the
veterans were playing their first
game since November 2019.

Kaur too looked good in
her 100th ODI but would have
liked to convert the start into a
big score.

Opener Smriti Mandhana
struck three delightful fours
before falling to a loose shot and
would be backing herself to bat
long on Tuesday.

"Few of them got starts but
couldn't convert. The bowlers
need to be more consistent
with lines and lengths, maybe
they weren't consistent because
they're coming back after a long
break," Raj acknowledged after
the match in which India could
post only 177 that South Africa
chase down in just 40.1 overs.

Pacer Monica Patel was
handed her debut on Sunday
and more caps can be handed
out in the second game with the

management keeping one eye
on preparations for the World
Cup next year.

Pulling off one back
against South Africa seems

like a daunting task con-
sidering the way they

played in the open-
er. They looked a
team high on
confidence hav-
ing blanked
Pakistan at home
recently.

Their pace
attack led by
S h a b n i m
Ismail was
impress ive
and Indians
will have to
find a way
to negate
that threat.
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The Indian team management
faces a problem of plenty going
into the five T20 Internationals

against England, an assignment which
marks the beginning of the side’s
build-up to this year’s T20 World Cup
at home.

There are 19 players available for
selection and with two in contention
for each slot, the XI for the five games,
starting here on Friday, will be an indi-
cation to how head coach Ravi Shastri,
captain Virat Kohli and bowling
coach Bharat Arun are looking at the
next six to seven months for the short-
est format.

Will they look for a settled com-
bination to first clinch the series and
then experiment or will they field
absolute rookies in the squad looking
at the bigger picture?

For a team that’s so closely fol-
lowed, the result does matter and that’s
why one can expect a settled first
eleven for the first three games since
all matches are at the same venue on
similar kind of tracks.

The roaring comeback of Rishabh
Pant will lead to a lot of interesting
developments at the top of the order.

Pant’s inclusion means that KL
Rahul, who till a few months back was
the first choice keeper-opener, is
unlikely to don the big gloves.

Shikhar Dhawan and Rohit
Sharma were a settled white ball
opening pair till recently but Rahul’s
emergence as a potent white ball spe-
cialist has spiced up the competition.

Dhawan recently had a score of
150 odd in the Vijay Hazare Trophy
for Delhi and when it comes to Rohit,
there's nothing to be discussed.

So where does the team manage-
ment fit in Rahul, who has been a suc-
cessful IPL opener? Will he be slotted
in the middle-order as Dhawan’s
game is not suited to batting lower
down?

These are two pertinent questions
and in the answer, will be a follow-up
question.

With skipper Kohli himself com-
ing in at No 3 and two game-chang-
ers like Pant and all-rounder Hardik
Pandya expected to play the big shots
at Nos 5 and 6, where does it ideally
leave Rahul?

The only place he can be slotted
is No 4 but Shreyas Iyer and
Suryakumar Yadav are also jostling for
a place.

If one closely follows the pattern
of picking the playing XI, Surya, a sen-
timental favourite, will have to wait for
his turn as Shreyas has done nothing
wrong.

But when it comes to a three-way
battle between Rahul, Shreyas and
Surya, the Karnataka man beats the two
Mumbai boys hollow with his reper-
toire of strokes and ability to shift gears.

Similarly, in the pace depart-
ment, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, once
upon a time India's best white ball
exponent, is coming back after a long
lay-off and will be engaged in a two-
way fight with Deepak Chahar and
Shardul Thakur.

For Bhuvneshwar, his experience
and being a better bowler at the death
compared to Chahar holds him in
good stead but he hasn’t played a lot
of cricket save a few Mushtaq Ali
games.

Ditto for Chahar, a potent
outswing bowler but more of a one-
trick pony with lack of variations dur-
ing the back-10.

Shardul is a crafty bowler who can
swing it at brisk pace and among the
three can use the long handle to the
best effect.

Yuzvendra Chahal, Washington
Sundar and Axar Patel are the three

spinners expected to feature in the
playing XI on the sluggish Motera
tracks.

In another three-way fight,
Thangarasu Natarajan, with his vari-
ation of yorkers, stands a better
chance to start off compared to
Navdeep Saini.

Two players, who will only get a
look-in if someone is injured or
forcefully rested are Ishan Kishan and
Rahul Tewatia as the two simply
can't be fitted anywhere.

In all, there are too many good
players and very little space to fit all
of them with three sure-shot picks —
Mohammed Shami, Ravindra Jadeja
and Jasprit Bumrah already resting or
recuperating from injury.

Once they comeback, it will be a
bigger selection headache for the
management but one that they won't
mind. 
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BCCI secretary Jay Shah on
Monday announced that the

Indian women’s team will be pitted
against England in a one-off Test
match, which will be held later this
year.

The last Test match that Mithali
Raj and her team played was against
South Africa women at Mysuru in
December, 2014 and it will be anoth-
er traditional format game after six
long years.

Currently, the ‘Women in Blue’
are playing the five-match ODI series
against South Africa in Lucknow
after almost 12 months of COVID-19
enforced break. This series will be fol-

lowed by a T20 series.
Shah took to Twitter to make the

announcement on the International
Women’s Day.

“On the occasion of International
Womens Day, I'm pleased to
announce that TeamIndia,
@BCCIWomen will play a one-off
Test match against @ECB_cricket
later this year. The “women in blue”
will be donning the whites again,”
tweeted Shah.

However, Shah did not announce
the venue of the Test on the occasion
but it is expected to happen during the
women’s team tour of UK and tenta-
tively some time in June or July.

The women’s team is coached by
former India all-rounder WV Raman.
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Fabian Allen hit three mighty sixes in the
19th over to help the West Indies to a

series-clinching, three-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in the third Twenty20 international.

Chasing Sri Lanka’s modest 131-4, the
West Indies were again constrained by Sri
Lanka’s spin attack and came to the 18th over
at 105-7, needing 27 runs from 18 balls.

Captain Jason Holder, cool and with a
plan in mind, blocked out the 18th over, the
last from dangerous spinner Wanindudu
Hasaranga, save for a six from a free hit which
helped break the mounting tension.

With 20 runs needed from the last two
overs, Allen hit sixes from the first, third and
last balls of the 19th over from Akila
Dananjaya to get the West Indies home with
an over to spare to clinch the series 2-1.

Allen hit 21 runs from six balls and also
took 1-13 from four overs to earn player-of-
the-match honors. He said there was no panic
in the West Indies dressing room, even when
it's biggest hitters failed to fire.  Sri Lanka chose
to bat on winning the toss on Sunday. 
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Principal secretary (sports) Kalpana Awasthi

handed over the Rani Laxmi Bai award to athlete
Priyanka on the occasion of International Women’s
Day. Priyanka missed on the opportunity to
receive the award from Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on January 24, as she was taking part
in the Olympic Games trials. She was also given
the memento and a cheque of Rs 3,11,000.
Principal secretary also congratulated her for
Olympic qualification. Director (sports) RP Singh
was also present on the occasion.
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Dhruv Cricket Academy defeated DYA by five

wickets in a league match of the BBD Super League
at Akhilesh Das Stadium on Monday. Batting first,
DYA scored 119 runs in 25 overs with Rohan Bambi
(42) being the top scorer. In reply, Dhruv Academy
achieved the target for the loss of five wickets in
25.5 overs. Shivansh Kapoor slammed an unbeat-
en 54 runs off 52 balls.
BRIEF SCORES:
DYA: 119 (Rohan 42, Kabir 23, Shailendra 19;
Anurag 19/3, Vaibhav 29/2, Sujal 33/3)
DCA: 123 (Shivansh 54, Milan 21, Ansh 18;
Abhinav 33/3)
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A joint handball practice camp of Uttar

Pradesh and Railways women’s probables began at
Chowk Stadium on Monday. Both the teams would
take part in the 49th National Senior Women’s
Handball Championship to be held at Bareilly from
March 17-21.
UP probables: Shiva Singh, Sonia, Sonali Yadav,
Sugandh Yadav, Akansha Singh, Nisha Rani,
Shalini, Asha, Tejaswini Singh, Supriya, Ragini,
Ankita Ratan, Aarti, Moni Chaudhary, Saroj
Gangwar, Satakshi Pal, Radhna Bhaskar, Hina
Khatoon, Ritu, Rikha Yadav, Sapna Kashyap,
Sarita, Nisha, Damini Sagar, Vaishali Chandra.
Coach: Asif Khan, Prabhakar Pandey.
Railways propables: Srishti Agarwal, Sushma,
Manjula Pathak, Bhavika, Santhiya, Deepa, Ramya
Krishna,Priya, Kusum, Neena Sheel, Sonam Singh,
Mona, Jyoti Shukla, Indu Gupta, Jyoti, Mamta,
Suman, Ashika, Sudhesh, Ekta Chauhan, Monika,
Monika Khanal, Pavitra, Pooja Pal, Deepa Devi,
Menka, Simran. Coach: Sachin, Arvind, Sandhya.
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Tanmay Tiwari of KKC bagged the best bats-

man award in the National Deaf Zone Cricket
Tournament. Playing for Central Zone, Tamnay
scored 172 runs in four matches to help his team
reach final.
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