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Beware of coronavirus-laden
aerosols and droplets. They

can move about  as far as 10
metres — in case of aerosols —
and 2 metres — in case of
droplets — to infect you with
coronavirus, said a  new advi-
sory issued from the Principal
Scientific Adviser’s office on
Thursday.  However, it said the
infection can be prevented by
wearing masks, double masks
or N95 masks, keeping indoor
spaces properly ventilated and
adhering to other appropriate
behaviours such as keeping
physical distance and frequent
handwashing.

These can reduce the risk
of infection even from the
more infectious newer 
strains of SARS-CoV2 virus, it
maintained.

Principal Scientific Adviser
VijayaRaghavan had just
recently warned that a third
Covid wave is “inevitable” in
near future.

Larger size droplets fall to
the ground and on surfaces,
and smaller aerosol particles
are carried in the air to greater

distances, said the advisory
with illustrations.

“Saliva and nasal discharge
in the form of droplets and
aerosols, by an infected person
while exhaling, talking, speak-
ing, singing, laughing, cough-
ing or sneezing is the primary
mode of virus transmissions.
An infected person who shows
no symptoms can also transmit
the virus. People without symp-
toms can spread the virus.
People should continue wear-
ing masks, double masks or
N95 masks,”  said the Principal
Scientific Adviser’s office.

“Well-ventilated spaces
play a crucial role in diluting
the Covid-19 viral load of
infected air and help in

decreasing the risk of trans-
mission from one infected per-
son to the other,” said the advi-
sory titled “Stop the
Transmission, Crush the
Pandemic — Masks Distance,
Sanitation and Ventilation to
prevent the spread of SARS-
CoV-2 virus”.

Just as smells can be dilut-
ed from the air through open-
ing windows and doors and
using exhaust systems, venti-
lating spaces with improved
directional air flow decreases
the accumulated viral land in
the air, reducing the risk of
transmission, the advisory
explained.

“Ventilation is a commu-
nity defense that protects all of

us at home or at work.
Introducing outdoor air in
offices, homes and larger pub-
lic spaces is advised. Measures
to improve ventilation in these
spaces must be taken up on
urgent priority in urban and
rural areas alike, recommen-
dations for hutments, homes,
offices and large centralised
buildings are given. Simple
strategic placement of fans,
open windows and doors, even
slightly open windows can
introduce outdoor air and
improve the air quality inside,”
it stated.

Introduction of cross ven-
tilation and exhaust fans will be
beneficial in curtailing the
spread of the disease, it said.
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White fungus, an infection
more dangerous than

coronavirus and the black fun-
gus, is now rearing its ugly head
with at least four such cases
being reported clinically for the
first time from Bihar on
Thursday.

“Four patients of white
fungus (candidiasis) have been
detected in Bihar’s Capital
Patna,” said Dr SN Singh, Head
of Patna Medical College and
Hospital’s Microbiology
Department. 

He said initially patients
were showing symptoms of
Covid-19, but after thorough

investigation it was found that
they were suffering from white
fungus, which has been 
treated.

Though Dr Arunaloke
Chakrabarti, head of the
department of microbiology,
Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER),
Chandigarh, said there was no
need to worry and there was no
word as such “white fungus”, a
few medical experts have called
for keeping a watch on the fun-
gus which is said to be deadlier
than black fungus or
mucormycosis as it affects
other organs of the body too
apart from just the lungs. 

Moreover, it infects chil-
dren and women and accord-
ing to doctors, it is the main
reason for Leucorrhoea. Hence,
women with diabetes who have
increased susceptibility to oral
and Vulvovaginal Candida
(VVC) Species Infections and
reporting Covid-19 are more
affected. Cancer patients also
need to be careful of the fun-
gus.

Given that India is the dia-
betes capital of the world, there
are likely to be more cases
reported in near future. In
fact, according to a study pub-
lished recently, while Candida
is normally found in the oral
cavity, it has also been found
flourishing in diabetic patients
due to elevated glucose levels,
which can result in oral can-
didiasis and dental plaques.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid uncertainty over the
availability and supply of

vaccines domestically, at least
nine States have floated global
expressions of interest (EOI) to
procure 28.7 crore vaccine
doses in all from man-
ufacturers across the
world to inoculate the
age group of 18-44
years in India. These
States have put a time-
line of three months to
six months for suppli-
ers to supply the vaccine.  

But it remains to be seen as
to when the vaccines are actu-
ally delivered given the foreign
companies’ prior commitments
as many affluent nations have
placed their orders much in
advance.

As per the data collected by
The Pioneer ,  worst-hit
Maharashtra has invited
expression of interest for the
procurement of 5 crore Covid-
19 vaccine doses. Through the
EOI, it will know the stock,
price and supply schedule from
global vaccine producers
approved by the World Health
Organization and United States
Food and Drug

Administration.
The Maharashtra

Government went for the glob-
al EOI after lack of response to
the BrihanMumbai Municipal
Corporation’s separate tender
for the supply of 1 crore Covid-
19 vaccine doses. The BMC

was forced to extend the
bid submission dead-
line by a week.

The Uddhav
Thackeray Government
is exploring options of
procurement of vaccine
doses from Pfizer,

Johnson & Johnson,
Zydus, Cadila among others.
The EOI rolled out, however,
has added a clause that bars
countries sharing land bor-
ders with India. This means
that BMC will not consider any
company or vaccine that comes
from China.

While Tamil Nadu issued
an EoI for procurement of five
crore doses, Uttar Pradesh and
Karnataka have done so for 4
crore doses each. Odisha (3.8
crore), Kerala (3 crore), Andhra
Pradesh (2.4 crore) and
Rajasthan and Telangana (one
crore each) are the other States
to have floated global tenders. 

Continued on Page 2
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Afurious Mamata Banerjee
on Thursday hit out at

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
accusing him of “insulting”
the Chief Ministers and treat-
ing them as “puppets”. 

She complained that
though the Chief Ministers
were invited in a meeting fea-
turing the Prime Minister and
District Magistrates, they were
not allowed to speak.

Curiously Mamata used
“we” and “us” words instead of
usual “me” and “I” while
describing what she called a
collective “insult of the 
Chief Ministers.”

“Why were we invited in
the meeting if he was not pre-
pared to listen to our prob-
lems… are the Chief Ministers
puppets in his hand … are we
bonded labourers…”  she said,
adding, “I have not seen 
such arrogance and ballooning
ego before.”

Taking up the cudgel for
her counterparts in other States
— that many critics called a
result of her increased confi-
dence post the startling victo-
ry in Bengal elections —
Mamata said, “We feel insult-
ed and humiliated. This is an
attempt to bulldoze the feder-
al structure of the country.

Why is the PM feeling so inse-
cure — that he does not even
want to listen to us?”

Attacking the Prime
Minister for handling the pan-
demic scenario in cavalier
manner which had led to the
spike in the number of cases,
Mamata said, “This was a casu-
al and super flop meeting.
Only CMs of BJP-ruled States
were allowed to speak and
others were made to watch like

puppets… it seems that the
meeting was called only for
some media publicity to show
that yes they are working.” 

“Like me all the Chief
Ministers were ready with their
documents and data and were
willing to discuss their prob-
lems but they were not allowed
to speak… if this was to be
done then where was the 
need calling this meeting,” she
said.
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Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Ropar, has prepared a

digital tool named
“FakeBuster” to identify and
crack down on virtual
imposters either creating a nui-
sance during online confer-
ences, webinars, examinations,
meetings, chats and socialising
among others or even com-
mitting frauds entailing finan-
cial implications. The makers of
“FakeBuster” claim it to be one
of the first tools across the
world to detect imposters using
the “DeepFake” detection tech-
nology during live video con-
ferencing.

In simple terms, this stand-
alone solution enables a user
(organiser) to detect if anoth-
er person’s video is manipulat-
ed or spoofed during a video
conferencing. 

Imposters have been using
real-time mimicked visuals

(videos) known as “DeepFake”
during meetings, webinars,
online examinations and job
interviews with a lot of adverse
social, mental and financial
implications. Further, through
this mode, manipulated media
contents are being used in
spreading fake news, pornog-

raphy and other such online
content with major repercus-
sions. 

The platform is likely to
benefit organisations — both
the Government and private —
as also individuals functioning
from within the confines of
closed rooms to run offices or

events for more than a year
now due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“Sophisticated artificial
intelligence techniques have
spurred a dramatic increase in
manipulation of media con-
tents. Such techniques keep
evolving and becoming more
realistic. That makes detec-
tion difficult and it could have
far-reaching security implica-
tions. Hence, a platform was
conceived,” said Prof Abhinav
Dhall from IIT Ropar, one of
the four-member team that
developed the “FakeBuster” in
association with Monash
University of Australia. 

The virtual imposters were
successful in their evil designs
even in a meeting of the United
Nations last year, and similar-
ly, according to media reports,
a virtual meeting of South
African lawmakers was dis-
rupted by hackers who flood-
ed the video call with porno-
graphic images. The virtual

imposters also hurled racial
and sexual insults in the meet-
ing which were held by video
conference calls due to lock-
down restrictions last year.

A live meeting on Kashmir
organised six months ago in
which experts from several
countries were participating
was hacked with songs on
Lord Ram and Hanuman play-
ing in the background.  The
meeting had a group of
Pakistani diplomats, along with
some human rights “activists”
and as the event progressed,
pro-Indian accounts intervened
the event and tried to stop
Pakistani diplomats from lying
on the Kashmir issue.

The tool was planned after
cases of manipulations were
reported in recent times from
India and abroad which found
their way into video-calling
platforms through spoofing
tools based on transfer of facial
expressions. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Union Health
Ministry has urged States and
Union Territories to make
black fungus or mucormycosis
a notifiable disease under the
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897,
stating that the infection is
leading to prolonged morbid-
ity and mortality amongst
Covid-19 patients. 
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The Delhi Government will
set up a dedicated centre

to treat black fungus cases
each in three hospitals in the
national Capital.

“It will also ensure ade-
quate management of medi-
cines used in its treatment and
take all measures to spread
awareness among people
about disease prevention mea-
sures,” said Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

These centres will be
opened in LNJP Hospital,
GTB Hospital and Rajiv
Gandhi Hospital. “The Delhi
Government will prepare a
detailed plan and issue stan-
dard operating procedure on
how to raise awareness among
Covid-recovered people for
the prevention of the dis-
ease,” the Government said.
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday asked the

Centre to take steps to get the
medicine — Amphotericin B
— used for treating black fun-
gus which is primarily affect-
ing Covid-19 recovered people,
from wherever in the world.

The court said the Centre
should inform it about steps
taken to import medicine, the
shortfall of which was coming
in the way of treatment of
mucormycosis (black fungus)
which has been on rise in the
national Capital and elsewhere
in the country. 

“You have to get the med-
icine from wherever in the
world. You have to take steps
right now. Wherever it is avail-
able in the world get it,” said a
bench of Justices Vipin Sanghi
and Jasmeet Singh which was
assured by the Centre that it has
already started taking steps to
import the medicine.

The court noted the
domestic production of the
medicine lower than required
and the Centre said the pro-
duction capacity has been dou-
bled now.
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Union Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad on

Thursday condemned the West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamta
Banerjee for “seeking to inter-
rupt” Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s  meeting  with District
Magistrates on the Covid-19
situation on Thursday  “by not
allowing DM of 24 Pargana
from presenting his views”.

He said Mamata did not
allow her DM to speak on the
Covid-19 situation saying
“what does he know, I know…”

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday asked

District Magistrates to work out
a strategy to keep away  Covid-
19 from rural areas and prevent
vaccine wastage even as he cau-
tioned that the “challenge
remains” as long as the coron-
avirus  infection is present
“even on a minor scale”. 

The Prime Minister asked
the officials to work out their
strategy in a rural and urban
specific way and ensure that
rural India is Covid-free.

Addressing the District
Magistrates of 10 States, includ-
ing Opposition-ruled West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Kerala and
Odisha, through videoconfer-
encing, Modi said over the past
few days active cases have
started to reduce in the coun-
try but urged them to spread
the message about keeping vil-
lages corona-free and the need
to keep following Covid-appro-
priate behaviour.

The officials briefed the
Prime Minister about the

improving Covid situation in
their respective districts and
shared their experience of using
technology for real-time mon-
itoring and capacity building.
They also informed him about
the various  steps taken by
them  to enhance public par-
ticipation and awareness in
their districts.

The Prime Minister told
field officers that coronavirus
had made the work more
demanding and challenging.
New challenges, new strategies
and solutions are needed in the
second wave of the pandemic,
the PM said and lauded the
outstanding work of the State
and district officials in fighting
the menace. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: India is engaged
with American entities for pro-
curement of Covid-19 vac-
cines from the US and their
possible manufacturing in the
country subsequently, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said on Thursday. 
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal met the family

members of corona warrior
Sheoji Mishra who died due to
Covid-19 and handed over a
cheque of �1 crore as compen-
sation to the family on
Thursday.

Mishra was a teacher and
had contracted coronavirus
during his Covid duty in the
RSBV, Kalyanvas on June 4 last
year and three days later, he
succumbed to the infection.

Kejriwal said that no
amount of money can com-

pensate for the loss of a life but
this financial assistance would
ease some of the family’s fiscal
woes. 

He said that the Delhi
Government would also pro-
vide the late Corona Warrior’s
elder son a job and would stand
beside his family for any help
they might need in the future.

“Late Sheoji Mishra was a
very hardworking and dedi-
cated teacher in our Delhi
Government school. 

He passed away after get-
ting infected while being on
Covid duty last year. I can
understand the pain and grief

of his family. 
The Government will pro-

vide his elder son a job and we
will also stand beside them for
any assistance that we can pro-
vide,” he said.

Mishra, a resident of Delhi
had joined the service in 1999.
He is survived by his wife
Saroj Mishra and two sons.

The Delhi Government
school, in which he worked as
an English teacher, was facili-
tating screening of migrant
labourers and also organising
their movement and providing
food and temporary stay at the
night shelters to them.
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Delhi continued to witness
a dip in daily coronavirus

cases even as the Capital reg-
istered 3,231 fresh infections in
the past 24 hours. The number
of Covid-19 deaths in the same
period was 233, while 7,831
more patients have recovered.
The positivity rate recorded on
Thursday dipped further to
5.50 per cent from 5.78 per
cent.

According to the Covid-19
health bulletin, the cumulative
cases are 14,09,950 and the
death toll is 22, 579. The total
number of recoveries now
stand at 13,47,157, while active
cases are at 40,214, down from
45,047 as per Wednesday’s bul-
letin, or a fall of 4,833 cases.

According to health

department officials, 58,744
samples were put to test, down
from 66,573 in the 24-hour
period before that. Of the
58,744 samples tested,
RTPCR/CBNAAT/TrueNat
tests were conducted on 43,914
while 14,830 underwent rapid
antigen testing. 

The total samples tested in
the Capital thus far stand at
18,532,803 while tests con-
ducted per million are at
9,75,410.

In terms of vaccination, the
latest bulletin showed that
68,703 and 61,576 beneficiaries
were vaccinated with their first
and second dose respectively,
taking their respective cumu-
lative numbers to 37,87,895 and
11,02,133 while 48,90,028 ben-
eficiaries have been vaccinated
thus far. 
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The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP)-run Covid

Care Centre in South Delhi’s
Chattarpur, has been equipped
with 150 ventilator beds for
coronavirus patients requiring
critical care.

The ventilators were pro-
vided to the Sardar Patel Covid
Care Centre (SPCCC) by the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
from the PM-CARES fund
early this month.

“Around 150 GPS-based
ventilator beds have been made
functional. This will be in
addition to the 500 oxygen beds
which are already functional at
the centre.

The ventilators are being
used to provide critical care to
the patients infected with coro-
navirus. About 10 patients have
been admitted today,” said
Vivek Kumar Pandey, the
Public Relation Officer (PRO)
of the ITBP.

Inspector General (IG) of
the force Anand Swaroop, who
is responsible for the func-
tioning of the SPCCC, visited
the ventilator ward and
reviewed the arrangements
with doctors and senior officers

manning the facility.
The centre began opera-

tions on April 26 after the Delhi
Government requested the
Union Government to opera-
tionalise the facility at the
Radha Soami Beas campus in
Chattarpur area in view of the
rapid increase in Covid-19
cases.

According to data updat-
ed till Wednesday, a total of
1,223 patients have been admit-
ted at the SPCCC till now, out
of which 935 have been dis-
charged.

“At present, 200 beds are
occupied at the centre and
hundreds of patients who were
critical have been given anti-
viral treatment here and their
oxygen levels have improved
after proper medical care was
provided to them,” said the
PRO.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday held a

video conference (VC) with
more than 60 District
Magistrates of different States
in which he reviewed the mea-
sures being taken to tackle the
Covid-19 pandemic.

During the meet, the Prime
Minister also appreciated the
‘Drive through Covid vaccina-
tion’ programme recently
organised at different malls in
Gurugram by the district
administration and called it an
“innovative idea.”

During the interaction
with the Prime Minister, Yash
Garg, the District Magistrate of
Gurugram, informed him that
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar was mon-
itoring the management of
Covid-19 in Gurugram district.

He said that vaccination
was a major part of the Covid-
19 control measures in
Gurugram, and so far more
than six lakh doses have been
given, which means that about
30 per cent of the population
has been covered. Apart from
this, the focus is on testing indi-
viduals and so far more than 14

lakh tests have been done in the
district, one of the highest
numbers of tests done in the
country.

Garg said that the people in
urban and rural areas are being
motivated to prevent Covid-19
infections in their respective
areas and a team of civil
defence personnel is spreading
awareness regarding control
and containment measures. As
a result, the positivity rate of the
district has reached 10-12 per
cent from the 33 per cent ear-
lier. He said that around 32
RWAs opened Covid Care
Centres in their societies.
Similarly, four major Covid
Care Centres have been made

in collaboration with compa-
nies and institutions.

Garg informed Modi that
under the ‘Haryana Rural
Health Checkup Scheme’ peo-
ple are being checked at home
in every village. There are two
teams functioning in every vil-
lage, which includes
Anganwadi workers, teachers,
the sarpanch or other influen-
tial people of the village, gram
secretary and so on.

“Infected individuals are
being given an AYUSH kit
from the Government in which
there are 15 items including
Ayurvedic kadha and medi-
cines, allopathic medicines,
equipment etc.
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The Delhi Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) president,

Adesh Gupta, and former State
president, Member of
Parliament (MP) Manoj Tiwari
distributed food, medicines
and dry ration among needy
people at vaccination centres.

Gupta said that in the past
year during the pandemic the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Government distributed free

ration to the needy and poor
for the whole year but due to
shortcomings of the Kejriwal
Government’s distribution pol-
icy, many of these people could
not benefit from it. 

“In fact it was a deliberate
move on the city Government’s
part which led people to
migrate out of Delhi to their
hometowns. Even this time
seeing the pandemic, the Modi
Government has announced
two months’ free ration where-

as Kejriwal is again politicking
into this and thereby depriving
needy and poor of their right-
ful due,” he said.

“These people who are suf-
fering because of repeated lock-
down here can’t be left at the
mercy of Kejriwal. 

“This is why our party has
taken several welfare steps with
the motto of ‘Sewa hi Sangthan’
under which dry ration and
fruits are being given to them,”
he said.

��
������������� �)-��),.�

A56 year-old woman
Umlesh and her 29-year-

old son Ashok were found
dead at their house in northeast
Delhi’ Karawal Nagar on
Thursday morning.

Police said that primary
investigation suggests that it

was a murder and police teams
are scanning CCTV camera in
the area to identify the accused
and to know the crime
sequence. 

According to a senior
police official, a police control
room call was received at 8 AM
regarding the duo following
which a police team was dis-
patched for the spot.
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The Delhi High Court (HC)
on Wednesday asked the

Centre to take steps to source
the medicine Amphotericin B,
used for treating mucormyco-
sis (black fungus) which is
primarily affecting people who
have recovered from Covid-19,
from wherever it is available in
the world.  The HC said the
Centre should inform it about
the steps taken to import the
medicine, the shortfall of which
was coming in the way of the
treatment of mucormycosis,
which has been on the rise in
the national Capital and else-
where in the country. 

“You have to get the med-
icine from wherever in the
world. You have to take the
steps right now. Wherever it is
available in the world get it,”
said a Bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Jasmeet Singh
which was assured by the
Centre that it had already start-
ed taking steps to import the
medicine. 

When the HC noted that
the domestic production of
the medicine was far less than
what was required in India, the
Centre informed the court that

the manufacturing capacity of
some of the drug’s producers
had been doubled. It, however,
said, “Looking at the shortfall
in the supply, we are afraid that
mere doubling of production
will not suffice. It is not clear
by when the augmented pro-
duction will come in actual
production.” 

The Bench said, “The
Centre may place on record the
steps taken to import the med-
icine to augment supplies with-
in the country.” The Bench said
there were two things at a pre-
mium here, that is, time and
human lives.

“You need to import this
to bridge the gap between your
plan to enhance the capacity
and completing manufacture
before we lose more precious

lives. So act fast on this,” it said
and asked the Central
Government to file a status
report on the present produc-
tion capacity of the medicine,
details of the producers
licenced to make it, and by
when it would be manufac-
tured with the increased capac-
ity. 

The court, which was told
that Delhi had over 200 cases
of black fungus, also asked the
Centre to inform it about the
present case load and expect-
ed load in two weeks. The
Centre has to file its report
within three days. The issue of
shortage of the medicine for
treating black fungus was
raised by advocate Rakesh
Malhotra who said these cases
are rising.
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has filed an interlocutory

application before the Supreme
Court seeking intervention of
the court to direct the Central
Government to allow
Amritvahini App as an alter-
native for registration of vac-
cination so that maximum
number of people are vacci-
nated and protected from
Covid 19. 

Notably, the Supreme
Court is hearing several cases
related to Covid 19.

The Government submit-
ted that for common people the
registration process for vacci-
nation has become quite
lengthy hence the Central gov-
ernment should allow
Amritvahini App as an alter-
native online platform for peo-
ple to register for vaccination.
Besides, in the petition, the
government has raised other
issues also. 

Amritvahini App has been
developed by Jharkhand gov-
ernment.
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Symptoms of VVC include
white, cottage cheese-like dis-
charge, edema, redness, pain,
and burning sensation, said the
study published in the journal
Cureus.    “Out-of-control
blood glucose levels result in
various metabolic changes, like
a rise in glycogen levels. This
can cause a remarkable increase
in the colonizing and patho-
genic abilities of Candida
species, as raised glycogen lev-
els cause a fall in the pH of the
vagina, making the environ-
ment more susceptible to the
establishment of a VVC com-
munity,” authors Dr Lubna
Mohammed, Internal Medicine
at the California Institute of
Behavioral Neurosciences &
Psychology, and her colleagues
had noted after conducting a
review of articles published
between 2000 and 2021. They
also examined the pathogene-
sis of Candida species and why
they affect patients with DM.

They also noted that
patients may have asympto-
matic infection due to the
immune system keeping the
infection contained.  Globally,
millions of people are affected
with diabetes, but India tops
the list, making its population
more susceptible to secondary
infection such as white fungus
due to weakened immunity
and blood glucose levels that
are uncontrolled. The authors
have cautioned practicing
providers to watch for symp-
toms of VVC in women with
diabetes.
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From Page 1
States such as Uttarakhand,

Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Jammu
and Kashmir and Bihar have
indicated that they would be
floating tenders soon. The vol-
umes likely to be sought by
them are not clear as yet.

The EOI floated by the
Tamil Nadu Medical Services
Corporation  said the
Government sought a delivery
schedule of 180 days progres-
sively from the date of purchase
order for 3.5 crore (35 million)
vaccines for Rs 2,00,00,000 (20
million). The last date for sub-
mission of tenders is June 5 at
11 am. Rajashtan in its EOI said
international manufacturers,
whose vaccine has been
approved by the Government
of India, can participate in the
bid process. Many States also
seem to be competing amongst
themselves to place global bids
in order to send a message to
their populace that they are
making efforts for them.

“The EOI’s outcome
remains to be seen as most of
the affluent countries have
already booked the vaccines
much in advance. It depends on
how many companies show
their interest in the EOIs invit-
ed by the States,” an official
said.

As per the Health
Ministry’s data, over 8.31 crore
people have registered in the
age group of 18-44 since April
28. Of them, only 10-12 per
cent got the first dose of vac-
cination so far. Many States
have stopped the inoculation to
18-44 age group category due
to shortage of vaccine.

The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare on
Thursday claimed the
Government has provided
more than 21 crore vaccine
doses (21,07,31,130) to States
and UTs. Of this, the total con-
sumption (including wastage)
is 19,09,60,575 doses and near-
ly two crore Covid-19 vaccine
doses are still available with
states and union territories
while around 26 lakh are in the
pipeline and will be received by
them within the next three
days.
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From Page 1
“The behaviour of Mamata

is shameful, condemnable and
least expected form a State
Chief Minister,” said  Prasad
after Mamata hits out at Modi.

“If the PM interacts with
the DM, what is the problem if

good work is shared?”, he asked
and accused the Bengal Chief
Minister of trying to derail the
meeting.“Is tarah ka vyavhar
ashobhneey hain aur durb-
hagyapurn hain…” (this kind of
behaviour is undignified and
unfortunate), he said.Prasad
said the Prime Minister is clear
that irrespective of the politi-
cal colour “good work any-
where should be shared and
appreciated”.
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From Page 1
He said the experiences

and feedback from their work
in the field, helped in making
practical and effective policies
and that the vaccination strat-
egy is also being pushed for-
ward by incorporating sug-
gestions from States and vari-
ous stakeholders at all levels.

The Prime Minister
stressed on the “need to use
local experiences and the need
to work together as a country”
and emphasised that the meth-

ods and strategies in dealing
with the pandemic should be
“dynamic as the virus is expert
in mutation and changing the
format”.He said virus mutation
is concerning the youth and
children outlined the need to
boost the vaccination drive.On
vaccine wastage, the Prime
Minister said “wastage of a sin-
gle vaccine means not being
able to provide the necessary
security to an individual”.
Therefore, he urged the officials
to ensure vaccine wastage is
prevented.The Prime Minister
has been directly interacting
with DMs of States to take their
feedback and suggestions to
counter the pandemic. 

)�������
���������;;;

From Page 1
These fake facial expres-

sions are often convincing to
human eye and can have seri-
ous implications.  The IIT
claimed that the tool has
achieved over 90 per cent accu-
racy ever since being used as
pilot project in recent times.
This software platform is inde-
pendent of video conferencing
solutions and has been tested
with Zoom and Skype appli-
cations. The device has already
been tested and would hit the
market soon. The Deepfake
detection tool, “FakeBuster”,
works in both online and
offline modes. Since the device
can presently be attached with
laptops and desktops only “we
are aiming to make the net-
work smaller and lighter to
enable it to run on mobile
phones/devices as well”,

informed Associate Professor
Subramanian. He said the team
is working on using the device
to detect fake audios
also.Deeming a couple of plat-
form unsafe, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) had
advised Govt officials not to use
a particular video meet app for
holding meetings. According to
the Govt, the app can be easi-
ly hacked and confidential data
and material stolen.In its advi-
sory for private individuals, the
MHA issued detailed guide-
lines to prevent unauthorised
entry in the conference room,
to prevent an unauthorised
participant to carry out mali-
cious activity on the terminals
of others and avoiding DOS
attack by restricting users
through passwords and access
grant. A DOS (denial-of-ser-
vice) attack is done by hackers
to make a machine or network
resource unavailable to its
intended user (s).
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Amid alarming rise of coro-
navirus cases in the CRPF

ranks and their family mem-
bers, the CRPF headquarters
has directed all designated
Covid hospitals under its com-
mand to admit family members
and next of kin of the deceased
personnel.

Till now, the family mem-
bers of CRPF were dependent
on already overstretched civil
hospitals across the country for
management of Covid-19 cases
despite the paramilitary having
a large number of hospitals with
an authorised pool of about 740
doctors, including specialists
and over 3,000 paramedical
and nursing staff.   

Facing shortage of essential
medicines like Remdesivir and
equipment like ventilators as
also oxygen, the CRPF reiter-
ated to the various formations
across the country to liaise
with the State police forces to
acquire seized items on “zim-
manama” basis.

The CRPF has also been
relying on hospitals under the
civil administration in various
states for vaccination of serving
personnel and their depen-
dents as also the next of kin of
martyred men and veterans.

Insiders in the paramilitary
said, the ad hoc manner of han-
dling Covid-19 cases has even

demoralised the veterans who
have to run from one hospital
to another for vaccination as
well as treatment of the viral
disease despite serving the
nation for decades.

On the contrary, other
forces, like the ITBP, have been
using their composite hospitals
for both vaccination as well as
treatment of their personnel
and even opened the service for
other paramilitary forces like
the CRPF, sources said. The
BSF on Wednesday said it has
ramped up facilities at its Covid
Care Centres at Chhawla and
Tigri Camp in the national cap-
ital by adding 10 oxygen beds
each at the two camps.

The CRPF had on May 7
written to all the formations to
depute commandants to liaise
with the State police for taking
possession of life saving drugs
and equipment seized by the
police for use of its personnel.
On Tuesday, the CRPF again
shot off a letter stating, “Few
offices have written letters to
the State police, but merely

writing down a letter would not
suffice. An officer with good
communication skills or a
Medical officer be detailed to
liaise in person. Please instruct
all offices/units to make sincere
efforts for proper utilisation of
seized life saving Covid equip-
ment.”

Through an order earlier
this month, the CRPF had
directed the medical direc-
torate to allow admission of
family members of the para-
military personnel at dedicat-
ed Covid centres as they are
facing shortage of beds in civil
hospitals.

The CRPF topped the list
of the paramilitary forces with
the most number of infections
with 22,216 personnel con-
tracting the disease as on
Monday and also recorded the
most number of recoveries
that stood at 19,235. The CRPF
has suffered the most deaths
with 114 casualties in its ranks
due to Covid-19. It also has the
highest number of active cases
at 2,867.
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The Supreme Court
Collegium, headed by

Chief Justice NV Ramana, has
recommended the appoint-
ment of Justice Sanjay Yadav as
the Chief Justice of Allahabad
High Court.

A statement published on
the website of the apex court on
Thursday said: “The Supreme
Court Collegium on 20th May,
2021 has recommended eleva-
tion of Justice Sanjay Yadav,
Judge, Allahabad High Court
[PHC: Madhya Pradesh] as
Chief Justice of Allahabad High
Court.”

After Chief Justice Govind
Mathur demitted the office on
April 14, Justice Yadav has
been serving as the acting
Chief Justice of the Allahabad
High Court.

Justice Yadav enrolled as
advocate on August 25, 1986.
He practised on civil, revenue
and constitutional sides in the
High Court of Madhya Pradesh
at Jabalpur. Serving as Deputy
Advocate General of Madhya
Pradesh, he was elevated as a
judge of the High Court of
Madhya Pradesh on March 2,
2007, and then elevated as
permanent judge on January
15, 2010. He was appointed as
acting Chief Justice of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court
with effect from October 6,
2019, till November 2, 2019 and
from September 30, 2020, till
January 2, 2021.

Justice Yadav was trans-
ferred to the Allahabad High
Court on January 8, 2021.
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India’s first self-test kit,
CoviSelf Covid-19 Antigen

LF device, which allows you to
test yourself for coronavirus
right at your home, will soon
hit the market. To cost �250,
the kit will be available over the
counter and not need any pre-
scription. Approved by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), the kit uses
the Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT)
method for testing.

Manufactured by Pune-
based Mylab Discovery
Solutions, the kit is likely to
reduce the pressure on the
overburdened labs and delay in
tests and reports.

Mylab Discovery Solutions’
Managing Director Hasmukh
Rawal said that a positive test
will take five to seven minutes
and a negative result will take
a maximum 15 minutes. “We
currently have a capacity of 70
lakh test kits per week and will
enhance it to 1 crore test kits by
early-June,” he said.

At a press conference, Dr
Balram Bhargava, DG, ICMR,
said, “The testing by the kit is
advised for use only on symp-
tomatic individuals and imme-
diate contacts of laboratory-
confirmed positive cases.”

Incidentally, the company
had last year also given India its
first RT-PCR Test kit which is
now commonly used for Covid-

19 tests.
All symptomatic individu-

als who test negative by RAT
should get themselves imme-
diately tested by RT-PCRRapid
antigen tests are considered
less sensitive than lab-based RT-
PCR tests. This means that
some results from the RAT may
show false negatives – wrong-
ly indicating that the infection
is absent. However, experts
believe that accuracy of the tests
increase if the viral load is high.

Dr Bhargava said that users
will have to download the
home testing mobile application
available on Google Play Store
and Apple store. 

“The mobile app is a com-

prehensive guide of the testing
procedure and will provide a
positive or negative test result
to the patient,” Dr Bhargava
said. “All users are advised to
click a picture of the test strip
after completing the test pro-
cedure with the same mobile
phone, which has been used for
downloading the mobile app
and user registration.”

The research body has also
asked residents to take the test
according to the user manual
provided by the manufacturer
and strictly follow the guide-
lines on the disposal of the kits.
Users can download the man-
ual for Mylab Discovery
Solutions test kits, CoviSelf.
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APIL has been moved in the
Supreme Court seeking

direction to Centre and State
Governments to ensure ade-
quate medical treatment and
facilities are provided to all
non-Covid-19 patients in all
Government and private hos-
pitals, even during the lock-
down period.

The plea, moved by advo-
cate G.S. Mani, said the right to
public health was a funda-
mental right and insisted that
all governments should ensure
that fundamental right to life,
liberty, health and equality of
non-Covid-19 patients are
enforced and protected effec-
tively.

The petitioner said that
after the second wave, most of
the state governments have
put restrictions and protocols,
which resulted into denial of
regular treatment and check-up
of patients with heart, kidney,
liver and lung ailments. “Non-
Covid-19 patients are facing a

lot of difficulties. Major surg-
eries are postponed in all the
hospitals as doctors are fully
busy with Covid-19 patients...
for heart patients or pregnant
women, it is very difficult to get
admission,” said the plea.

The petitioner emphasised
that in some private hospitals,
online consultation is available,
whereas in government hospi-
tals, there is no such facility
available. “There should be
more government hospitals,
exclusively for non-Covid-19
patients. The doctors say that
they get many calls for other
emergencies. People are con-
fused a lot. Emergencies are
filled with Covid-19 patients,
others can’t go in there,” the
plea said.

The plea contended that
right to life and public health
is a fundamental right guaran-
teed under Article 21 of the
Constitution, and there was no
pre-planned mechanism in the
states in connection with pub-
lic health and medical treat-
ment.
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Alarmed over the rapid
surge in the cases of black

fungus, the Central
Government on Thursday
directed all States and Union
Territories to declare
mucormycosis an epidemic
that will help its better man-
agement. 

Now, all confirmed or sus-
pected cases of the fungal dis-
ease have to be reported to the
Union Health Ministry.

The Ministry’s recommen-
dation come days after a few
States like Maharashtra,
Haryana, Rajasthan and
Gujarat  notified the disease.

“In the recent times a new
challenge in the form of a fun-
gal infection namely mucormy-
cosis has emerged and is
reported from many states
amongst Covid-19 patients,
especially those on steroid
therapy and deranged sugar

control.
“This fungal infection is

leading to prolonged morbid-
ity and mortality amongst
Covid 19 patients,” Joint
Secretary in the Ministry, Lav
Agarwal, said in the letter to the
States.

The treatment of this fun-
gal infection requires multi-
disciplinary approach consist-
ing of eye surgeons, ENT spe-
cialists, general surgeon, neu-
rosurgeon and dental maxillo
facial surgeon, among others,
and institution of
Amphotericin-B injection as an
antifungal medicine.

“You are requested to make
mucormycosis a notifiable dis-
ease under the Epidemic
Diseases Act, 1897, wherein all
government and private health
facilities, medical colleges will
follow guidelines for screening,
diagnosis, management of
mucormycosis, issued by the
Ministry of Health and Family

Welfare (Gol) and the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR).

“And, make it mandatory
for all these facilities to report
all suspected and confirmed
cases to health department
through district-level chief
medical officer and subse-
quently to Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme
(IDSP) surveillance system,”
the letter said. The AIIMS,
Delhi is likely to come out with
a guidelines on management of
the disease soon.

The Telangana
Government and Tamil Nadu
too on Thursday declared the
black fungus as a notifiable dis-
ease under the epidemic act.
“We are making black fungus
a notifiable disease under the
Public Health Act. So now, we’ll
know what all cases are there.
Now, we’ll also get the data
from private hospitals,” Tamil
Nadu Health Secretary J
Radhakrishna said on
Thursday.

According to the doctors,
black fungus is a complication
caused by a fungal infection
and people infect it by coming
in contact with the fungal
spores in the environment.
Covid-19 patients having dia-
betes or compromised immu-
nity are vulnerable to the dis-
ease. At least 50 per cent cases
result into fatality.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday con-

gratulated Pinarayi Vijayan on
taking oath as the Chief
Minister of Kerala.

In a tweet, the Prime
Minister said, “Congratulations
to Shri @vijayanpinarayi Ji on
taking oath as CM and com-
mencing his second term in
office.”

Vijayan was sworn in on
Thursday as Kerala Chief
Minister for the second time
amid the Covid-19 crisis in the
state.

The oath ceremony took
place with Covid protocols in
place at the Central Stadium in
Thiruvananthapuram.

Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan administered the oath of
office to 76-year-old Vijayan. It
is the second stint of the
Marxist veteran in the top
office.

Along with Vijayan, 20
others also took oath.
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Cyclone Tauktae coupled
with a western disturbance

has led to incessant rain in
Kerala, Karnataka, Goa,
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, and Delhi.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly
has received 146 mm highest
rainfall; Uttarakhand’s Nainital
132 mm of rainfall, followed by
Delhi which received 119.3
mm; Jhajjar 117 mm; Gurgaon
115 mm and Dholpur in
Rajasthan 103 mm in the last

24 hours.
The IMD data says that

Jaipur has received 80 mm
rainfall, Meerut 85.9 mm,
Varanasi 82.8 mm, Meewat in
Haryana 84 mm, Mussoorie
103 mm and Mukteshwar 85
mm.

According to the IMD,
Delhi received the highest-
ever rainfall of 119.3 mm in
May for the first time since
1951. The perpetual rainfall
was due to the impact of
cyclonic storm Tauktae and a
western disturbance ending
8.30am on Thursday. This was
double the previous record
rainfall received by Delhi on

May 24, 1976, which was 60
mm. A record 119.3 mm rain
fell in Delhi between 8.30am on
Wednesday and 8.30am on
Thursday, which is a new
record for May,” Kuldeep
Srivastava, the head of IMD’s
regional forecasting Centre,
said.

In Uttarakhand, the IMD
has warned of more rain in few
districts including Uttarkashi,
Rudraprayag, Chamoli, Tehri,
Pauri, Bageshwar, Nainital,
Almora and Champawat. The
upper Himalayan regions of the
state, including Badrinath in
Chamoli district and
Kedarnath in Rudraprayag,

also received snowfall.
Rainfall recorded below

15 mm is considered light,
while that recorded between 15
mm and 64.5 mm is moderate.
If recorded between 64.5 mm
and 115.5 mm, it is heavy and
between 115.6 mm and 204.4
mm is considered very heavy.
Rainfall above 204.4 mm is
considered extremely heavy
rainfall.

Meanwhile, southwest
monsoon is very likely to
advance over south Andaman
Sea and adjoining southeast
Bay of Bengal around May 21,
one day in advance in associ-
ation with the strengthening
and deepening of southwesterly
winds over the region.

Meanwhile, the IMD has
warned that it can’t rule out the
possibility of a new cyclone
heading towards the Eastern
seaboard of India, Cyclone
Yaas, intensifying like Cyclone
Amphan. 

“A low pressure area over
north Andaman Sea and
adjoining eastcentral Bay of
Bengal is very likely to inten-
sify into a Cyclonic storm by
May 25. It’ll move northwest-
wards and reach near Odisha-
West Bengal coasts around
May 26 morning”, the IMD
said.

Last year in May, India saw
the formation of two cyclones,
Amphan on the Eastern coast
and Nisarga on the Western
coast. A UN report released last
month calculated that Amphan
caused more than $14 billion
worth of economic damage in
India alone.
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Swadeshi Jagran Manch
(SJM) on Thursday

requested European Union
(EU) ambassador here to
drop ‘ambiguity’ in its 
support to changing Patent
rights and thereby facilitate
cost effective production and
adequate  availability of
Covid-19 vaccines and med-
icines in India.

Noting that the Euopean
Union (EU) is not clear in its
support to changing Patent
rights in the World Trade
Organization (WTO)’s 
meeting, next month, the
SJM, an RSS outfit, asked it
to “unconditionally support
the TRIPS Waiver Proposal”.

In a letter to the
Ambassador

Delegation of the
European Union to India
and Bhutan Ugo Astuto SJM
Co-convenor Ashwini
Mahajan said the Global
health crisis due to
C o r o n a v i r u s
pandemic  has prompted
several countries to support
the Indian and South African
application for a patent
waver.
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As remnant of cyclonic
storm “ Tauktae” has

weakened, Central Ministries
and agencies have been
directed to work in close
coordination with States and
Union Territories to provide
all required assistance as well
as restoration work expedi-
tiously.

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv
Gauba gave the instruction on
Thursday while reviewing the
rescue and restoration efforts
during National  Crisis
Management Committee
(NCMC) meeting.

He also reviewed the relief
and restoration efforts made
by the State Governments
and Union Territor y 
administrations and Central
Ministries or agencies in the
aftermath of cyclonic storm
‘Tauktae’. Gauba stressed that
“restorat ion of  
telecom, power, roads, water
supply and other infrastruc-
ture by the concerned agen-
cies  and State and UT
Governments may be contin-
ued and completed expedi-
tiously”.

“Central Ministries and
agencies would work in 

close coordination with states
and UTs to provide a l l
required assistance expedi-
tiously,” Gauba said.

Chief secretaries of states
and advisors to administra-
tors of the UTs apprised the
NCMC of the 
damages to infrastructure,
crops as well as loss of life in
the affected areas and the
measures taken by them to
restore telecom, power, roads,
water supply and other utili-
ties.

It was noted that due to
the timely and accurate fore-
cast  of  India 
Meteorological Department
(IMD) and coordinated
efforts of all concerned cen-
tral and state and UT agen-
cies, damages and loss of lives
have been limited.

Due to advance and time-
ly action taken by all agencies,
it is apprised, functioning of
hospitals and Covid care cen-
tres in the affected areas also
remained unaffected.

The efforts carried out by
the Indian Navy and Coast
Guard along with other 
agencies, to rescue persons on
three barges and one offshore
drilling vessel of ONGC, were
also discussed.
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Hypertension and tobacco
are the top most causes of

premature mortality and peo-
ple consuming tobacco in any
form are at high risk of many
diseases, as nicotine is solely
responsible for constricted
arteries, heart failure, inflam-
mation, many types of cancers,
blindness, and gangrene, while
it also complicates existing
hypertension.

The above was mentioned
by noted interventional
Cardiologist Dr (Prof) (Col)
Shekhar Kashyap while speak-
ing at a webinar on
‘Hypertension, Covid-19 and
Tobacco – A Deadly Triad’.

Kashyap is the former
Head of Department
(Cardiology), Army’s Research
& Referral Hospital in New
Delhi.

“Although the tobacco
lobby promotes that nicotine
does not cause hypertension, it
affects all the organ systems.
Tobacco consumption in any
form be it cigarettes, chewable,
and nicotine gum, causes
increase in blood pressure and
elevates the heart rates.
Nicotine cessation can help
immediately. Within 20 min-
utes of cessation, blood pres-
sure returns to normal and 15
years of cessation eliminates all
hazards of smoking,” added

Kashyap.
Hypertension is the most

widely prevalent vascular dis-
ease among the low and mid-
dle income group countries.

It is also one of the biggest
causes of premature deaths in
the world.

Today, one in every four
men and one in every five
women today are suffering
from hypertension.

“Those who consume
tobacco have poorly controlled
hypertension. It is a myth that
smokeless tobacco or non-
combustible tobacco has no ill-
effects. There are ample stud-
ies to prove that these cause
many diseases,” Kashyap said,
adding that tobacco blunts the
effects of medicines taken to
stabilise blood pressure.

Kashyap said persons with
cardiometabolic factors face a
higher risk of severe Covid-19
condition along with compli-
cations and mortality.

Chewing tobacco can
increase the risk of Covid-19 as
the person does not wear a
mark, the hand to mouth con-
tact increases, salivating and
spitting puts others at risk,
and sitting together to drink
and smoke leaves no room for
social distancing, thereby
increasing the risk of spreading
the infection.

“To counter the threat of
Covid-19, it is imperative to
combat the misinformation
campaigns. The studies that
purportedly claim consump-
tion of alcohol or smoking
can prevent Covid-19, may be
manipulated and, therefore, as
a vigilant society, there needs to
be a high index of suspicion
around such studies, he added.

Kashyap advised that peo-
ple should rely on information
and guidelines from credible
sources such as the WHO, US
CDC, Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare and ICMR.

He said that there is a lot
of ground that needs to be cov-
ered, which can begin with
sensitising kids at the kinder-
garten level about the harmful
effects of tobacco on our
health.

Further, surrogate adver-
tisements promoting the use of
tobacco in any form should not
be allowed in the vicinity of
schools or other educational
institutions.
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Amid reports of severe short-
age of Covid -19 jabs in the

country, Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech on Thursday
announced that it has ramped
up additional manufacturing
capacities for the Covaxin vac-
cine. Covishield and Covaxin are
being provided under the
Government’s nationwide vac-
cination programme.

Chiron Behring, a subsidy
of Bharat Biotech in Ankleshwar,
Gujarat, plans to produce 200
million doses of Covaxin per
annum in the GMP (good man-
ufacturing practicing) facilities
that are already operational for
the production of vaccines based
on Inactivated Vero Cell
Platform Technology, under
stringent levels of GMP and
biosafety, the company said in a
statement here. Product avail-
ability at Ankleshwar will com-
mence from fourth quarter
2021, it added.

The addition in manufac-
turing capabilities takes the vol-
ume of covaxin doses to up to
1 billion doses per annum, the
company said. The company
ramped up capacities at its own
established campuses specialised
for manufacturing inactivated
viral vaccines under the highest
biosafety levels.
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While Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and 20

of his Cabinet colleagues were
being administered the oath of
office and secrecy by the
Governor, the Covid-19 
situation in Kerala continued to
be grave and critical. The State
saw 128 lives being claimed by
the pandemic during the last 24
hours that ended on Thursday
6 pm.

A total of 30,441 new cases
were diagnosed by the depart-
ment of health on Thursday.
The Test Positivity Rate for the
day was 23.18 per cent.

Malappuram topped the
table of districts with highest
number of new cases. The dis-
trict saw 4,746 persons diag-
nosed with Covid-19 while

3,969 new cases were logged in
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m .
Ernakulam, which is also under
triple lockdown orders record-
ed 3,336 new patients.

Out of the 30, 441 new
cases tested positive today, 28,
176 had contracted the pan-
demic through contact. The
number of health workers test-
ed positive on Thursday were
101, underscoring the demand
by the Kerala Government
Medical Officers Association
about the need to deploy more
doctors, nurses and para-med-
ical staff in all hospitals. Every
day in Kerala sees a 
minimum of 100 health work-
ers newly getting  afflicted
with Covid-19.

There were 3.17 lakh per-
sons under treatment for
Covid-19 across the State.
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Pinarayi Vijayan was sworn
in as the 13th Chief

Minister of Kerala in a color-
ful and unique function held at
Thiruvananthapuram’s Central
Stadium on Thursday. The
oath of office and secrecy was
administered by Arif
Mohammed Khan, Governor
of Kerala to the Chief Minister
designate and 21 members of
his Cabinet as per strict 
Covid-19 guidelines and pro-
tocol.

The swearing in ceremony
was attended among others by
the family members of the
designated ministers, senior
bureaucrats and leaders of the
constituent parties in the Left
Democratic Front. Sitaram
Yechury, the CPI(M) general
secretary had flown into
Thiruvananthapuram to attend
the oath taking ceremony.

Vijayan was the first min-
ister to be sworn in and Veena
George the last person to be
administered the oath of office.
Nobody from the principal
opposition party Congress and
the BJP were present during the
ceremony.

For the first time in the his-

tory of Kerala, the swearing in
ceremony of Vijayan was pre-
ceded by a musical show por-
traying the growth of the
CPI(M) in the State starting
from the 1957 E M S
Namboodirippadu-led United
Front Government to the
impressive victory gained by
the party in the 2021 election
that returned the ruling front
to power, the first such win in
the last fiur decades.

Vijayan came to the venue
of the ceremony accompanied
by wife Kamala, grandson (son
of Veena through her first
marriage), Veena and new son-
in-law Mohammed Riyaz.
Riyaz was also sworn in as a
minister in the cabinet, making
the Kerala cabinet a unique one
which has the father-in-las as
chief minister and son-in-law
holding important portfolios
(PWD and Tourism).

Earlier in the day Vijayan
and the minister designates
offered floral tributes at
Punnapra-Vayalar Memorial
in Alappuzhaa  , the resting
place of many party workers
who were killed in police firing
in the riots staged  by the unit-
ed Communist Party of India
in October 1946. The

Communists claim the riots of
1946 a part of the Indian free-
dom struggle.

In a significant develop-
ment, Yechury, while speaking
to reporters at
Thiruvananthapuram, set to
rest all controversies associat-
ed with the non-exclusion of K
K Shylaja, the health minister
in the outgoing government in
the new council of ministers.
The CPI(M) general secretary
said that the decision to bring
in new faces in the government
in Kerala was taken in the long
term interest of the party and
for the State.

When he was asked about
the reason behind the exclusion
of Shylaja, he said the question
of who will contest the election
and who of the elected MLAs
become ministers are matters
within the domain of the
respective State committees in
every State. He pointed out that
26 CPI(M) MLAs of the previ-
ous  House were denied tickets
for the 2021 assembly election.
“These MLAs included many
senior ministers. I 
think that decision was in the
long term interest of not only
the CPI(M) but for Kerala
itself,” he said.
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Covid-19 situation in Tamil Nadu took a turn
for the worse on Thursday with the admin-

istration announcing the detection of black fun-
gus in the State. 

Black fungus (Mucormycosis) has been
reported as a notifiable disease by Health
Secretary J Radhakrishnan who disclosed that
the private hospitals in the State have been asked
to furnish details of the disease which they have
diagnosed.

The Directorate of Health and Preventive
Medicine in its release said 35, 579 persons have
been diagnosed with Covid-19 on Thursday
while the pandemic claimed 397 lives during the
last 24 hours.

The deaths on account of the pandemic till
Thursday evening reached 19,131. As on
Thursday evening there were 2.63 lakh patients
across the State. Chennai continued to the prob-
lematic district with 6,073 new cases while
Coimbatore finished second with 3335 new
cases.

The hike in the number of Covid-19 cases
and fatalities is a matter of concern as the State
is under total lockdown mode.
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The Covid-19 infections
dropped to 29,911 in

Maharashtra on Thursday, even
as the State logged 984 deaths
– including 246 deaths arising
out of consolidation of old
unaccounted figures, even as
47,371 patients were discharged
from various hospitals across
the State after full 
recovery.

A day after the pandemic
claimed 594 lives and left
34,031 people infected in var-
ious parts of Maharashtra, the
infections dropped to 29,911,
while the state recorded 984
deaths – 429 that occurred in
the last 48 hours, 309 record-
ed in the last week and 246 old
unaccounted cases.

With 984 new deaths, the
total number of deaths in the
state climbed from 84,371 to
85,355. 

Similarly, with 29,911 new
infections, the total number of
cases climbed from 54,67,537
to 54,97,448.

As 47,371  patients were
discharged from the hospitals
across the State after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
last year breached the 50 lakh
mark to touch 50,26,308. The
recovery rate in the state went
up from  91.06 per cent to
91.34 per cent.

The total “active cases” in
the state dropped from 4,01,695
to 3,83,253. The fatality rate in
the state went up from 1.54 per
cent to 1.55 per cent.

With 37 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai
increased from 14,373 to
14,410, while the infected cases
went up by a relatively low 1433
to trigger a jump in the infec-
tions from 6,91,352 to 6,92,785.

The situation in Pune
improved vastly as the  “active
cases” dropped from  67,295 to
64,084.

Mumbai with 28,987
active cases stood second in the
state, followed by Thane
(27,604), Solapur (19,783),
Nagpur (19,615), Ahmednagar
(18,976), Satara (18,942),
Nashik (18,151), Amravati
(10,685), Beed (10463),
Chandrapur (8111), Jalgaon
(7839),   Aurangabad (6929),
Osmanabad (6692), Latur
(5588),  Buldhana (5088) and
Jalna (4745),

Of the 3,21,54,275  samples
sent to various laboratories
across the state so far, 54,97,448
have tested positive (17.15 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Thursday

Currently, 29,35,409 people
are in home quarantine while
21,648 people are in institu-
tional quarantine.
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While the UT administration across Jammu
& Kashmir is gearing up to strengthen

Covid care facilities at Panchayat level the active
case load is not showing signs of major
improvement. 

On Thursday, 67 more patients succumbed
to the virus while  4,169 cases tested positive
taking the tally of active positive cases to 50,554.
Out of these 67 deaths, 41 were reported from
Jammu division and 26 from Kashmir. The pos-
itivity rate reported across J&k stood at 8.7 per-
cent.  Government Medical College hospital in
Jammu reported highest number of 17 deaths
while seven patients succumbed to the virus in
GMC, Rajouri, two each in Doda, Katra and
Udhampur.   

According to the media bulletin, out of 4169
new positive cases of novel Corona virus
(Covid-19) 1518 were reported from Jammu
division and 2651 from Kashmir division.
Significantly, 4042 more Covid-19 patients were
recovered and discharged from various hospi-
tals including 1533 from Jammu Division and
2509 from Kashmir Division.
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Twenty three more bodies of
personnel on board the

accommodation barge Papaa-
305 – which sank amid Cyclone
Tauktae off the Mumbai coast on
Monday – were recovered by the
Indian Navy on Thursday, tak-
ing the total number of mortal
remains retrieved from under
the Arabian Sea to 49.

There were conflicting state-
ments as to the number of per-
sons still missing from the five
off-shore vessels – comprising
three barges off the Mumbai
coast, a drill ship of ONGC and
an anchor-handling boat –
which went either adrift or sank
during the passage of Cyclone
Tauktae  towards Gujarat on
Monday.

“From the accommodation
barge Papaa-305, we have res-
cued 188 people.  We have so far
recovered 49 bodies. Twenty six

persons are still missing,”
Defence spokesperson Mehul
Karnik said.

However the ONGC pegged
the number of missing persons
at 37.  “There were 714 people
on board five stranded vessels.
Of them, 628 people were res-
cued by the Indian Navy, Coast
Guard and ONGC vessels. Forty
nine bodies have been recov-
ered. As many as 37 persons are
still missing. Of the missing, 26
are from  barge Papaa-305 and
11 from Varaprada- Anchor
handling boat GAL constructor,”
an ONGC spokesperson said.

Indian Naval ships and air-
craft are currently engaged in
Search and Rescue (SAR) oper-
ations to locate the missing
crew members of
Accommodation Barge P-305,
which sank on Monday, 35 nau-
tical miles off Mumbai coast.

Ships INS Kochi, Kolkata,
Beas, Betwa, Teg, P8I maritime

surveillance aircraft, Chetak,
ALH and Seaking helicopters are
involved in the SAR operations,
while INS Talwar has also been
diverted to provide assistance in
relief and rescue operations.

Meanwhile, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh has
lauded the efforts of the Armed
Forces and the Indian Coast
Guard for the ongoing search
and rescue operations in areas
affected due to Cyclone Tauktae.

Singh – who has been in
constant touch with Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral Karambir
Singh, Chief of the Army Staff
General M M Naravane, Chief
of the Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal RKS Bhadauria and
Director General of the Indian
Coast Guard Shri K Natarajan -
- commended the Indian Navy
and Indian Coast Guard for sav-
ing the lives of people stranded
at sea.

The Defence Minister also

hailed the Indian Army for
deploying its columns in affect-
ed areas and the Indian Air
Force for transporting person-
nel of National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF).

Meanwhile, in a detailed
statement issued on Thursday,
the ONGC said: “When cyclone
Tauktae stuck on Monday (May
17), there were 342 installations
in the Western Offshore region
of the Arabian Sea with 7,675
people. Out of these installations,
243 were fixed and 99 floating”.

The officials said that based
on the weather warning, the
ONGC activated its emergency
response system and issued
instructions to all installations to
take action as per the standard
operating procedure.

“At that time, there were in
all 99 vessels. Of them, 94
remained safe. There were in all
6961 persons on board the ves-
sels. Of the vessels, five remained

stranded,” an ONGC spokesper-
son said.

While all 202 personnel
were rescued from the Support
station -3 construction vessel, all
101 personnel were rescued
from ONGC’s Sagar Bhushan
Drill ship. 

All 137 personnel were res-
cued from the GAL construc-
tion barge.  “From barge Papaa-
305, 26 are missing, while 11 are
missing from Varaprada-
Anchor handling boat GAL
constructor,” a statement issued
by the ONGC said.

The AFCONS-led consor-
tium, which is working closely
with ONGC, Petroleum
Ministry, Indian Navy, Coast
Guard, and DG (Shipping) to
coordinate the rescue efforts,
attributed the loss of lives of per-
sonnel from  barge Papaa-305 to
“the sudden deterioration of
weather (on May 17)” which left
no time at all for any further

action to be taken by the Master
of the vessel.

“On 14th May itself, all our
vessels were advised to secure
their respective work locations
and move to safe location at the
earliest. Accordingly, all vessels
and barges, including P305,
commenced moving out of their
work locations on 14th / 15th
May,” the AFCONS statement
said

“While the other barges
moved to Mumbai Port /
Mumbai Outer Anchorage /
Anchorage close to Revandanda,
the Master of P305 chose to
move 200 meter away from the
HT platform where the Barge
P305 was working, and to
remain at that location, deciding
this as a safe location since the
max predicted wind speed was
only 40 Knots and his location
was 120 NM away from the eye
of the tropical storm,” the state-
ment said.

Lucknow: Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra shot off a missive to Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, advising him to launch schemes to provide
financial assistance to the people reeling under sever-
al financial problems due to the second wave of Covid
in the state.

In her letter sent on Thursday, Priyanka pointed out
that the second Covid wave had severely affected the
masses and the people had to suffer unbearable pain and
trauma. The outcry of the helpless people in April-May
made it clear that the government had no plans to
counter the more fatal form of the pandemic.

“Many unnecessary rules and red tape brought down
a mountain of trouble for the people. The epidemic took
away thousands of people from us and on the other hand
it created huge difficulties in the form of livelihood, loss
in business and other work related to daily earners.
Today, crores of people are apprehensive about their
futures. Their means of earning have hit rock bottom
and a galloping inflation has only added to their mis-
eriest.  This has particularly put the middle class in trou-
ble. Instead of leaving people in these difficult situations,
it is necessary that your government initiates some con-
crete welfare measures so that people can get some relief
from their troubles,” Priyanka said. PNS
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With disputes over the number of
deaths of primary teachers due to

Covid during panchayat polls, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Thursday
announced that all the Government
employees who succumbed to the dead-
ly infection during polls would be given
compensation and rules would be amend-
ed for that.

“The State Government has decided
to provide compensation and jobs to the
dependents of the deceased during
Panchayat election duty or who got
infected with the virus while on duty, lead-
ing to their demise later,” the CM said in
a statement issued on Thursday.

On Thursday, Yogi Adityanath
chaired a high level review meeting and
gave instructions to chief secretary and
ACS, Panchayati Raj, to coordinate with
the State Election Commission and
request it to amend the said guidelines,
in a manner as deemed fit.

On Wednesday, the UP government
had claimed that only three teachers had
died of Covid during panchayat polls
against the claim of 1,621 deaths by the
primary teachers’ association, which was
supported by the opposition leaders.

The government made a U-turn on
Thursday and blamed the old guidelines
of the State Election Commission for the
confusion.
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Guwahati: Assam reported 74
deaths due to  Covid-19 on
Thursday, while the number of
coronavirus cases rose by a
record 6,573 persons testing
positive, pushing the total num-
ber of infections to 3,53,574, the
National Health Mission
(NHM) said.

With 10 persons in Kamrup
Metropolitan, nine in Barpeta,
eight in Kamrup, seven each in
Dibrugarh and
Goalpara,Nagaon (5), Tinsukia
(4),Darrang and Sivasagar (3
each),Bongaigaon, Cachar,
Golaghat, Lakhimpur and
Sonpitpur (2 each), and one
each in Baksa, Biswanath,
Chirang, Hojai, Kokrajhar,
Morigaon, Nalbari and Udalguri
districts, the total number of
deaths rose to 2,507 persons.

NHM said 1,347 more
Covid-19  patients have died till
now, but the government's
Death Audit Board has not
included them in the tally of
fatalities caused by the Covid-
19  virus as they had other ail-
ments too.     With detection of
6,573 patients against testing of
1,02,684 samples on Thursday,
Assam has reported a positivi-

ty rate of 6.40 per cent for the
day, the NHM daily bulletin
said.

The State had reported
6,143 coronavirus positive cases
on Wednesday against testing of
1,02,040 samples.     Currently,
the state has a total of 51,818
active cases they are being treat-
ed at different hospitals and
Covid Care Centres (CCCs)
across the state along with some
being at home isolation.

Out of the new cases, the
highest 1,084 patients were
detected from the state capital,
followed by 490 in Dibrugarh,
477 in Nagaon and 432 in
Kamrup.     With 3,53,574 total
COVID-19 positive cases in
Assam, the overall positivity rate
stands at 3.58 per cent against
total testing of 98,79,158 sam-
ples so far.

The Kamrup Metropolitan
district, which primarily com-
prises the Guwahati city, has so
far reported a total of 94,228
cases of Covid-19 .     During the
day, the state reported fewer
recoveries than the number of
new infections at 3,071 dis-
charges, NHM said in its daily
bulletin. PTI
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Jammu & Kashmir Lt-Governor Manoj Sinha on
Thursday dismissed tainted police officer, Davinder

Singh, who was earlier suspended and subsequently
charge sheeted by the NIA in a terror case, from ser-
vice with immediate effect.

Singh was arrested last year on January 11 after he
was found travelling in a car along with two terrorists
-- Naveed Babu and Altaf  on Srinagar-Jammu
National Highway. At the time of the arrest he was post-
ed at Srinagar International Airport.  

Initially two AK-47 rifles were seized from the car
intercepted by police at Mir Bazaar in  South Kashmir
district of Kulgam. Later, police had also recovered two
pistols and another AK 47 rifle from the residence of
Singh.

During the probe, Singh also came on the radar
of the investigating agencies for  having links with offi-
cials of the Pakistan High Commission through
secure social media platforms.  

According to the order issued by the Commissioner
Secretary to the Government, General Administration
Department, “ the Lieutenant Governor is satisfied
under sub-clause (c) of the proviso to clause (2) of
Article 311 of the Constitution of India that in the inter-
est of the security of the State, it is not expedient to
hold an enquiry in the case of  Davinder Singh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police (Under Suspension) S/o
Deedar Singh R/o Overigund Tral, Pulwama.
Accordingly, the Lieutenant Governor hereby dismisses
him from service, with immediate effect.

Soon after his arrest Singh was stripped off his  gal-
lantry award by the Jammu & Kashmir 
administration. 



ciating stranglehold of the
pandemic. Human ingenuity
would triumph once more, as
it has in the past. At present,
everyone seems to be impact-
ed either directly, or indirect-
ly. The loss of livelihood could
only be called ‘rampant’. In
April-May of 2021, the health
infrastructure stands shat-
tered, patients are dying in
front of hospital gates, in
verandas, on stretchers and,
shockingly, due to the non-
availability of hospital beds. It
is a tragic situation that would
leave permanent scars on mil-
lions of families for ever.

It has challenged human
sensitivity, emotionality and
compassion. So much is to be
rebuilt, resurrected and re-
energised on every front of
human existence. Its magni-
tude has already begun to
emerge. The learned and the
knowledgeable are already
envisioning the shape of
things in the post-COVID
India and its global context.
In the post-Corona era, no
nation can progress in isola-
tion. Corona knows no
boundaries, no nationalities,
and it could be countered
only by a strategy that is glob-
al in nature, international in
implementation and humane
in approach.

It would not be an over-
stretched logic to assert that if
the UN and organisations like
the Unesco and the UNSC
had really achieved their
objectives in the initial
decades of their existence,
humanity would have been
much better equipped, united
and ready to counter problems
like Corona. Sadly enough, the
global urge to create a world
of peace, nonviolence and
righteous conduct that led to
creation of International plat-
forms for dialogue and discus-
sion has so far failed to achieve
even basic objectives.

While the Governments
preferred to participate in
creating more and more lethal
weapons, the health sector
research was mostly taken
over by pharmaceutical com-
panies that were interested
only in remaining ahead of
their competitors, get the
patents before others, and
capture the market. In India,
the health infrastructure shall
obviously require serious
revamping. Rampant corrup-
tion in regulatory bodies
impeded the expansion of the
medical education for
decades. Fortunately, now
there are plans to have a med-
ical college in every district,
which would now materialise

with greater speed, efficiency
and resource inputs. There
ought to be a far greater say of
experts in policy formulation
at the highest levels. It is gen-
erally believed that if it were
so, India would not have faced
a nationwide shortage of med-
ical oxygen, a deficiency that
definitely led to several most
tragic and avoidable deaths.

India, which was being
hailed for offering vaccines to
several countries, found itself
in a distress situation by the
second wave that necessitat-
ed helping hands from
around the globe. Such inad-
equacies must not occur in
future.

The guiding principles
for the post-COVID India
could be extracted from the
basics Swami Vivekananda
had taught us: “The faith in
our own selves must be
reawakened and then only all
the problems that face our
country will be gradually
solved.” The mantra of suc-
cess would be: “We should
give positive ideas; negative
thoughts only weaken men.”
Let us trust human compas-
sion and ingenuity.

(The author works in 
education and social cohesion.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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These are not the best of
times. Everyone has his
own version, own expe-
rience, and most of it is

common: No one has ever expe-
rienced such devastating anxiety,
apprehensions and uncertainty
about the days ahead. There is a
disturbing sense as one receives
a call. Every conversation centres
around the near and dear ones
being under the grip of COVID,
and it is no more an exception
to receive the devastating news
of people suddenly passing away.
I received a call from a young
lady, known to me ever since she
was a kid, some five decades ago.
She devotedly looks after her 97-
year-old father, who is in com-
paratively good health for his age.
She tells me that she is extreme-
ly disturbed after receiving a call
from her close relatives, who stay
in a distant city.

When she received the call,
and began to ask about the wel-
fare of the family members on
that side, the caller brushed it
aside and came directly to the
point: “All of us are in isolation
having tested Corona positive.
We are upset and disturbed. We
don’t know what will happen
tomorrow. Whatever happens,
we shall not inform you as it
would serve no purpose.
Likewise, we would request you
not to inform us even if any fatal-
ity occurs on your side.” This
daughter, already under tremen-
dous tension, was just dumb-
struck! She always thought she
could fall back upon them. As an
elderly academic and family
friend, I did my bit. In this
instance, the old man is fine by
God’s grace and we hope to cel-
ebrate his centenary in a couple
of years; hopefully, without any
COVID restrictions. But will this
daughter ever forget how she was
left to fend for herself?

The unprecedented pan-
demic’s onslaught has triggered
numerous tragedies across the
nation, with people being unable
to attend even the last rites of
their loved ones. An estimate
suggests that 230 million Indian
families became poorer during
the first wave. Humanity, how-
ever, survives on Hope. Things
will change, and humanity would
certainly come out of the excru-

SOUNDBITE
��������	���	
�������	�������
Sir — As the country continues to grapple
with the pandemic, the teachers’ fraternity
has been hit hard. Several teachers of the
AMU, Delhi University and others, have fall-
en prey to the deadly virus. The faculty of
various Government schools, too, has been
affected by this scourge.

In fact, the Government school teach-
ers, who have been rendering their services
not just in routine work but also in crucial
non-academic fields, are bearing the brunt
of the pandemic the most. Thousands of
teachers have succumbed to the virus
while on duty, in the panchayat elections in
Uttar Pradesh and other States.

But the UP Government is in the denial
mode and has recently decided to compen-
sate only three teachers, although the teach-
ers’ organisations have listed 1,600 COVID-
related deaths among the teachers and
other school staff posted on election duty.
This clearly demonstrates the Government’s
callousness, lack of foresight and inability to
assess the magnitude of the crisis.

Global institutions like the Unesco
have called for teachers to be treated as a pri-
ority  group in the fight against the virus.
The Government must designate them as
frontline workers and ensure that they are
vaccinated on priority. 

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital

������	��	���	�����������
Sir — In the history of our nation, there has-
n’t been a period like this with so many peo-
ple dying and falling ill due to a pandemic
which, in its second coming, has taken the
form of a terrible killer marching ahead. 

Now who’s to be blamed for this? Well,
we are known for pointing the finger at one
another and, therefore, many people have
started criticising the Prime Minister and
the Union Government for the sorry state
of affairs. Many citizens lambasted the
Election Commission for conducting polls
during such a time. Many criticised the
Chief Ministers of various States. The lead-
ers and the public systems, including our
health system, might have erred somewhere
in tackling the pandemic but, above all this,

are we, the citizens of this great nation, also
not deserving of reproach for the terrible
plight in the country?

The Governments at the Centre and in
the States have their limits. They can cau-
tion, warn, instruct, guide and implement
rules and norms regarding proper COVID
behaviour. Why don’t we realise that, dur-
ing the lull in COVID cases a few months
ago, we completely forgot all norms — we
ignored the masks, the sanitisers and social
distancing. We organised celebrations, we
enjoyed festivities, crowded weddings took
place. As they say, as we sow, so do we reap.

M Pradyu | Kannur 

�������	�������	����
Sir — First and foremost is a woman’s sense
of self-worth, which goes a long way in
building confidence among women. Unlike
the caged parrots of yore, the modern

women are free to go out and achieve
things in various fields with their confi-
dence and conviction. 

Women rule the roost in offices,
companies and, at the same time, make our
dreams come true in our households as
well. They are confident beings and they
work and achieve targets. But in this pan-
demic situation, the position is changing
and the will to work for women is slowly
diminishing. To tackle the realities of
workplace bias, business leaders need to
embrace innovative approaches — chang-
ing mechanics rather than the mindsets to
design the bias out and bring the equity
in. Accelerating gender equality matters
now more than ever.

MR Jayanthy | Navi Mumbai
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Anew viral disease named Coronavirus or
COVID-19 which became a worldwide
pandemic was hitherto unknown,but
emerged so far believed to be acciden-

tally inlate 2019 from the laboratory of China’s
Wuhan University’s School of Virology. China
came to know of it immediately in November,
2019 but India was notified by WHO in late
January, 2020. India’s Lock down was announced
late night of March 25, 2020 and came into effect
midnight the same day. Parliament was in its
Budget Session from January 28, 2020 till March
13, 2020. Five MPs contracted the virus but recov-
ered in due course. However, one Minister
become a fatal victim of the virus.

In the research conducted for long, the US mil-
itary research establishment and India’s Tata
Institute for Fundamental Research through its
branch in virology located in Bengaluru partici-
pated in the Wuhan research to experiment on
Bats in Nagaland during 2017-18. The present
Principal Scientific Adviser to the Prime Minister
was a prime mover in the project. As we discov-
ered in the deposition by Ministry officials made
to the Standing Committee, the Nagaland Bat
Research Project was implemented without for-
mal clearance of the Modi Government. Because
of my insistence, the Government agreed to con-
stitute an Inquiry into the irregular Bat research
project, especially since Chinese money was paid
for research conducted. Such disregard of proce-
dures, necessary for clearance of foreign funded
research should never again be allowed with
impunity by the Government.

Because the Pandemic emerged In India sud-
denly, followed by a drastic nation-wide lockdown
with just four hour notice through a television
broadcastby the Prime Minister Narendra Modi
threw the nation into complete
pandemonium.There were no vaccines for the
entire new virus and deaths were taking in
unprecedented pace.  People were stunned with
the seriousness of the illness that followed.
Indians particularly were vulnerable because the
majority lacked social protection and easy access
to quality health care and had meager productive
assets. 

Nevertheless the team led by the Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan did a commendable day
and night work, brought the incidence down
steadily so much so the world began to felicitate
India. But this led to celebration, and complacen-
cy despite scientists in India warning a second
round could come soon which be a new more ter-
rible variant. This did come like a tsunami com-
pletely disrupting the medical infrastructure and
the disruption feeding on the lack of contingency
planning for another more virulent variant.
Nations which were praising India earlier now sud-
denly began sneering at our pathetic situation and
referred to the new virus as the “Indian variant”.
These countries have been shy to call the origi-
nal Covid 19 a “Chinese Virus”.

The recent outbreak of second wave of
COVID -19 and the oxygen shortages in India
have clearlypinpointed the lacunae in the
Government administration.The Government
however began devoting attention for producing
anti Covid-19 vaccine. Despite India being the
largest and cheapest producer of vaccines in the

world, Modi government began
focusing on a foreign imported vac-
cine produced by a joint venture of
Oxford University and Swedish
Astra Zeneca. This vaccine did not
have clearance in US, EU or even
now in Sweden itself, not to men-
tion Denmark and other
nations.When it was announced
that the Pune based Serum Institute
of India SII would get the exclusive
contract to produce Covishield, I
raised a public protest and also
requested for a urgent meeting of
the Parliament’s Standing
Committee to know why the Bharat
Biotech Ltd headed by a husband
Dr. Krishna Ella & wife team, both
Ph. Ds from the University of
Wisconsin USA and settled in
India, which could produce a whol-
ly swadeshi vaccine, and much
cheaper, was denied the contract. 

It was good that at first I got the
Union Health Ministry’s full sup-
port and then the Prime Minister
called an urgent meeting at late
night the same day announced the
Bharat Biotech would also get the
contract to produce Covaxin. Dr.
Krishna Ella was one of those rare
persons who tweeted thanking me
for my efforts. Later the Prime
Minister also showed his faith by
taking the Covaxin two shots at
AIIMS. Today, because of Bharat
Biotech we may be able to become
self-sufficient by 2021 end. Unlike
other foreign vaccines, Covaxin has
the best performance as far as the
collateral side effects are concerned.

Reputed scholarly magazines such
as Lancet have praised the Covaxin
performance as optimal. According
to the lead Editorial of Economic
Times dated May 17, 2021, titled :
“To Beat Variants, Go Big on
Covaxin” and subtitled “It’s found
to neutralise all emerging variants,”
it is stated that “ With a study in the
peer-reviewed journal,  Clinical
Infectious Diseases, revealing that
indigenously developed Covaxin is
effective against all known variants
of COVID-19, the Government
should make increasing its produc-
tion a chief priority.”  This is the sec-
ond best tribute after the interna-
tional reputedLancet praised
Covaxin. 

Where do we stand today in
India in terms of ending the pan-
demic and returning what we
know as regular freedom of life and
liberty? The light at the end of the
dark tunnel is visible but we can
trip again en route to the exit out
from the darktunnel? Within the
latest variant of COVID-19 peak-
ing around May 15 this year, if our
discipline does not flag as it did
during mid-March to May first
week, as it did as exemplified by
pandemonium of election rallies,
Kumbh Mela, and sheer indisci-
pline on the streets, we should be
rid of the latest variant induced
COVID-19 pandemic. 

There is no doubt that the med-
ical infrastructure in India is weak
because of the lack of required
Budgetary allocation for Health,

years after years at less than 1.5 per
cent of the total budget. Even the
Finance Minister displaying her
total lack of application of mind, in
her written speech which she read
out in Parliament in February this
year, that Health Ministry would
get an increase of 137 per cent more
than last year’s revised estimate,
when in fact as pointed out by the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee, it was barely above last
year’s after adjusting for inflation.
Such ignorant Ministers are the
bane of the BJP government’s gov-
ernance capability. This needs to be
rectified. That is why I had suggest-
ed that the Prime Minister delegate
by setting up a Crisis Management
Task Force to be headed by an
acclaimed efficient Minister such as
Nitin Gadkari.

We must also rethink the
future of our environment and
tackle climate change and environ-
mental degradation with ambition
and urgency. Only then can we
protect the health, livelihoods,
food security and nutrition of all
people, and ensure that our ‘new
normal’ is a better onethan before
ever. The scenario is such that it is
now a test for those in power and
authority who have proclaiming
“Vikas” and Aatmanirbhar Bharat
to display accountability, respon-
sibility and obligation. The govern-
ing process suffered huge turbu-
lence; the governed running hel-
ter-skelter; and governance stands
truncated.
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India is profligate. Its eco-
nomic policies are away
from realism dependent on

only one aspect of development
- build, build and build more -
the real estate that has virtual-
ly bust with little activity any-
where else at a time when the
fiscal 2020-21 touched �14.1
lakh crore deficit, 76 per cent of
revised estimates of �18.5 lakh
crore, 31 per cent more than last
year’s corresponding level of
�10.4 lakh crore. It is a grim sit-
uation. The government is on
Charvak philosophy of borrow-
ings without a thought how,
who or when repayments
would be made. It will impact
many future budgets - genera-
tions - and the expectation of a
recovery merely through GDP
projections is fraught with risks
because most projections are
unreal. The government
through its extravaganza like
the central vista, roads, rail cor-
ridors, temples and statues

wants to create an illusion of
boosting economy through
doses of impractical expendi-
tures. History abounds with
many misadventures, including
the Alai Minar in Delhi, which
could never be completed.

The real estate across the
country is in deep crisis. The
companies have invested billions
in acquiring land but projects
could not even take off through
slowdown in 2019-20 and con-
sequent lockdowns, job and
wage losses and stoppages of
work. It is hit by falling proper-
ty prices except in Ayodhya,
where land prices are shooting
up as 40 more acres of land is
being acquired to make an aus-
picious figure of 108 acre. The
prices have been jacked up by
speculative projects around a
supposed new tourist city. 

The unprecedented scale of
the impact of COVID-19 on
Indian real estate can be gauged
from the fact that the sector has

incurred a loss of over �1 lakh
crore since the pandemic broke
out, according to a KPMG
report. The credit shortage
brought down the residential
sales from four lakh units in
2019-20 to 2.8 lakh units in
2020-21 across the top seven
cities of India. 

The work from home has
given a boost to Google,
Amazon, Facebook, Apple and
Microsoft (GAFAM) tech com-
panies turning into money
minting machines. Amazon
alone is said to generate $

80,000 revenues every minute.
But it has ruined the real estate
as work from home has hit
demand for workspaces of
about 38 million square feet.
These companies are siphoning
off funds from India leading to
another revenue crisis.

Amid such scenario the lat-
est GDP figures are a  misnomer:
Industrial output rose 22 per
cent in March, on the back of a
19 per cent decline a year ago.
In reality, factory output shrunk
almost 10 per cent in 2020-21
because of the lockdown, the
biggest shock to manufacturing
activity since 1982-83, according
to Index of Industrial
Production (IIP). The March
spike needs to be seen in the
context of an 18.7 per cent con-
traction in March, 2020. In the
following months IIP numbers
underwent large contractions. 

Retail inflation figures as per
consumer price index (CPI)
slowed to 4.3 per cent as food

inflation comprising 39 per cent
weight has come down. Food
inflation “slumps” as vegetable
prices came down to two per
cent from 4.9 per cent in March,
2020. Vegetable prices fall by
14.2 per cent in April, cereals and
products contracted by three per
cent, biggest ever since January,
2012. Crash in vegetables pos-
sibly reflect fall in purchasing
power and supply disruption
due to lockdown curbs. The
cereal and veggie price crash will
have adverse impact on farm
incomes and possibly further
consideration for more cash
doles. 

It is a reflection of the agri-
culture policy that is not serving
the growers. How the three
new farm bills would impact
farm health should be a matter
of concern. But retail inflation is
to see additional headwinds in
May and June as fuel prices, after
a thaw during the state elections,
are being spiked every day.

Another concern is the rising
prices of edible oils of all sorts.
Latest to be added after mustard,
groundnut and soya oil is the
palm oil used by bakery and
other processing units. 

The rising fuel prices are
also reducing consumption lead-
ing to distress for petrol pump
owners as their overall income
slumps. But it is to increase com-
modity prices, fare and freight
continuously. A lopsided argu-
ment that for revenue generation
tax rises on fuel are must. 

The governments forget
that they are the largest owners
of vehicles in the country and
each rise drains large sums
from its coffers though it
adversely affects the economy. Is
that a wise decision? Let the
political leaders have a rethink.

Another “achievement” is
the record $589 billion forex
reserves. It is rising week by week
as imports, including petroleum
slump. Crude oil import is at a

20-year-low as it falls 12 per cent.
Export figures do not show an
encouraging trend. 

The pandemic has led to a
suspension of several business-
es of Tatas and other IT compa-
nies. Wipro, TCS and Infosys
have deferred pay hikes. Reliance
and OYO have cut wages.

The nation’s response to
correction is not being seen. The
Congress-ruled Chattisgarh is
the only state to stop construc-
tion of new governor’s house,
assembly, chief minister’s house,
residences of ministers and
senior officers, new circuit
house. It saves over �500 crore.

The centre also needs to
consider such wasteful expens-
es on various unnecessary con-
structions and pride in heritage
buildings like Parliament House.
These may be symbolic but
sends sharp messages of caring
for the causes of the people, par-
ticularly the covid19 hit and
severely-hit economy.
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Gaza City: Israel unleashed
another wave of airstrikes
across the Gaza Strip early
Thursday, killing at least one
Palestinian and wounding sev-
eral, and Hamas fired more
rockets, even as expectations
rose that a cease-fire could be
coming.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has pushed back
against calls from the US to
wind down the Gaza offensive,
appearing determined to inflict
maximum damage on Hamas
in a war that could help save his
political career. Still, officials
close to the negotiations say
they expect a truce to be
announced in the next 24
hours.

In another possible sign of
progress, Netanyahu sched-
uled a meeting later Thursday
with his Security Cabinet,
where the issue of a cease-fire

was likely to be debated.
Explosions shook Gaza

City and orange flares lit up the
pre-dawn sky, with bombing
raids also reported in the cen-
tral town of Deir al-Balah and
the southern town of Khan
Younis. As the sun rose, resi-
dents surveyed the rubble from
at least five family homes
destroyed in Khan Younis.
There were also heavy airstrikes
on a commercial thoroughfare
in Gaza City.

The Israeli military said it
struck at least three homes of
Hamas commanders in Khan
Younis and another in Rafah,
targeting “military infrastruc-
ture,” as well as a weapons stor-
age unit at a home in Gaza City.

With hundreds already
killed in the worst fighting
since Israel and Hamas' 2014
war, U.S. President Joe Biden
told Israel on Wednesday that

he expected “a significant de-
escalation today on the path to
a cease-fire” — but Netanyahu
pushed back, saying he was
“determined to continue this
operation until its aim is met.”
It marked the first public rift
between the two close allies
since the fighting began and

poses a difficult test of the U.S.-
Israel relationship early in
Biden's presidency.

Still, an Egyptian intelli-
gence official said a cease-fire
was likely late Thursday or
early Friday, after the U.S.
Appeal bolstered Cairo's own
efforts to halt the fighting. The

official spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the deli-
cate talks.

Khalid Okasha, director of
the Egyptian Center for
Strategic Studies, which has
close ties to the Government,
also said a cease-fire was like-
ly in that timeframe, as did
Osama Hamdan, a senior
Hamas official.

Visiting the region,
German Foreign Minister
Heiko Maas said Israel has
“the right to defend itself
against such unacceptable
attacks.” But he also expressed
concern about the rising num-
ber of civilian victims and
voiced support for truce efforts.

Even as the diplomatic
efforts appeared to gather
strength, an Israeli airstrike
smashed into the Khawaldi fam-
ily's two-story house in Khan
Younis, destroying it.  AP

Washington: It's a story Joe Biden has loved
recounting over the decades: A chain-smok-
ing Golda Meir welcoming the 30-year-old sen-
ator to Israel on his first visit in 1973 and giv-
ing him a grandmotherly hug before school-
ing him on the Six-Day War and the dangers
still faced by Israel.

A classified Israeli Government memo,
though, paints a less anodyne version of Biden's
meeting with the Israeli prime minister that
day, reporting that the young senator private-
ly “displayed an enthusiasm” that “signaled his
lack of diplomatic experience” as he laid out
his concerns over land seized in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip by Israel years earlier. The doc-
ument was published last year by Israel's
Channel 13.

For Biden it was the start of a familiar
dynamic. Over his nearly 50 years in nation-
al politics, he has often reserved his 
toughest messages for Israeli leaders for pri-
vate talks while publicly burnishing 
his image as an unwavering supporter of 
Israel. Agencies
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President Joe Biden's efforts to persuade
Benjamin Netanyahu to halt military strikes

against Hamas in Gaza are plunging the two lead-
ers into a difficult early test of the US-Israeli rela-
tionship. The two have had other moments of ten-
sion over the years, and their current differences
over the war in Gaza create a challenge that Biden
was trying mightily to avoid.

Biden told Netanyahu in a telephone call
Wednesday that he expected “significant de-esca-
lation” of the fighting by day's end, according to
the White House. But the prime minister came
right back with a public declaration that he was
“determined to continue” the Gaza operation
“until its objective is achieved.”

Netanyahu did allow that he “greatly appre-
ciates the support of the American president,” but
said nonetheless that Israel would push ahead.

This is not where Biden had hoped to
expend his time and energy.

Gaza City: The Gaza Strip's
already feeble health system is
being brought to its knees by
the fourth war in just over a
decade.

Hospitals have been over-
whelmed with waves of dead
and wounded from Israel''s
bombardment. ‘

Many vital medicines are
rapidly running out in the tiny,
blockaded coastal territory, as
is fuel to keep electricity
going.

Two of Gaza''s most promi-
nent doctors, including the
No. 2 in Gaza''s coronavirus
task force, were killed when
their homes were destroyed
during barrages since fighting
between Hamas and Israel
erupted 10 days ago.

Just as Gaza was climbing
out of a second wave of coro-
navirus infections, its only
virus testing lab was damaged
by an airstrike and has been
shut down.  AP

Geneva: The U.N.’s top human
rights body said on Thursday
it will hold a special session
next week to address “the grave
human rights situation” in
Palestinian areas of Gaza, the
West Bank and east 
Jerusalem.

The Human Rights
Council will convene the May
27 meeting following a request
presented by Pakistan, as coor-
dinator of the Organization for
Islamic Cooperation.

The session at the 47-
member-state body in Geneva
paves the way for a daylong
debate over the recent deadly
violence between Israelis and
Palestinians in the Mideast
conflict that has raged for
decades.

More than 60 States —
including member states and
observers — have so far
expressed support for the spe-
cial session, council spokesman
Rolando Gomez said. AP
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An estimated 4,000 to 6,000
refugees from Myanmar

have sought safety in India, a
spokesperson for the UN chief
has said, as the world body
voiced concern over the rising
levels of displacement of peo-
ple since the military coup in
the country in February.

The United Nations
Refugee Agency (UNHCR)
said that in Myanmar, as of last
week, approximately 60,700
women, children and men have
been internally displaced.

More than 1,700 refugees
have crossed into Thailand in
March and April, most of
whom subsequently returned
to Myanmar, and an estimated
4,000 to 6,000 have sought
safety in India, Spokesman for
the Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, Stephane Dujarric
told reporters at the daily press
briefing on Wednesday.

Myanmar shares an over
1,600 km long unfenced and
porous land border with India
as well as a maritime boundary

in the Bay of Bengal. Four
North-Eastern states –
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland,
Manipur and Mizoram share
the international boundary
with Myanmar.

The UN team in Myanmar
has called on all countries
across the region to offer refuge
and protection to all people
seeking safety, while humani-
tarian workers should be grant-
ed access to help them. UN col-
leagues again call on the mili-
tary to refrain from violence
and the use of disproportion-
ate use, including the use of live
ammunition.

Dujarric said that UN offi-
cials in Myanmar are still
gravely concerned over rising
levels of displacement since the
military takeover of the
Government on February 1.

Since then, there has been
widespread violence against
civilians across the country.
Clashes between the Myanmar
Armed Forces and ethnic
armed organisations in border
areas has intensified, he
said.
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Urumqi (China): China has highlighted an
unlikely series of videos this year in which
Uyghur men and women deny US charges that
Beijing is committing human rights violations
against their ethnic group.

In fact, a text obtained by the AP shows that
the videos are part of a government campaign that
raises questions about the willingness of those
filmed.

Chinese state media have published dozens of
the videos praising the Communist Party and
showing Uyghurs angrily denouncing former US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo for declaring a
genocide in the far west Xinjiang region.

The videos, which officials have insisted are
spontaneous outpourings of emotion, have also fea-
tured prominently in a series of government news
conferences held for foreign media.

But the text obtained by AP is the first con-
crete confirmation that the videos are anything but
grassroots.

Sent in January to government offices in the
northern city of Karamay, the text told each office
to find one Uyghur fluent in Mandarin to film a
one-minute video in response to Pompeo''s “anti-
China remarks.”

“Express a clear position on Pompeo''s remarks,
for example: I firmly oppose Pompeo''s anti-
Chinese remarks, and I am very angry about them,”
the text said.

“Express your feelings of loving the party, the
country and Xinjiang (I am Chinese, I love my
motherland, I am happy at work and in life, and
so on).” AP

Tehran: Iran's president on Thursday offered
his most optimistic assessment yet of ongo-
ing talks to resuscitate his country's nuclear
deal with world powers, claiming there had
been “major” agreement among diplomats
even as other nations involved suggested chal-
lenges remain.

The comments by President Hassan
Rouhani come as Iran prepares for a June 18
election to determine who will replace the rel-
atively moderate cleric. Saving his signature
atomic accord before the vote could boost
reformist and moderate candidates backing
Rouhani's agenda in an election in

which many believe hard-liners already
hold an edge.

Speaking at a ceremony inaugurating sev-
eral petrochemical projects, Rouhani assert-
ed that solutions to “major issues like sanc-
tions” had been agreed to by diplomats, while
other issues remained under discussion.

“We have taken a major and big step and
the main agreement has been done,” Rouhani
said. That comment came just as Mikhail
Ulyanov, a Russian diplomat involved in the
talks, tweeted that it “is obvious now that the
Vienna talks on (deal) will not be completed
by May 21 as the participants hoped.” He
described the situation as “regrettable but not
dramatic.”

“May 21 wasn’t a deadline but a target date.
It helped us not to forget about time pressure,”
Ulyanov wrote. “The talks will continue until
successful outcome.” AP
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FAITH, the policy federation
of all the national associa-

tions representing the complete
tourism, travel and hospitality
industry in India, has made
suggestions to the Finance
Ministry and Tourism Ministry
for GST rationalisation of
Indian tourism value chain, to
be taken up in the upcoming
GST council meeting next
week.

FAITH has suggested to
initiate the process of under-
taking a review and rationali-
sation of GST applicable across
different aspects of the Indian
tourism, travel and hospitality
industry. It said that this ratio-
nalisation will enable some
rationale support once the
tourism industry attempts to
begin its long crawl back from
the pandemic.

Some of the measures sug-
gested are hotels to be allowed
to charge IGST which will
enable seamless availability of
credit across India to all trav-
el agents and tour operators
and will thereby lead to build-
ing up a sustainable domestic
holidays, meetings and con-

ventions business within the
country.

Tour operators to be
enabled a special presumptive
GST rate of 1.8% with full GST
setoffs. The current rate of 5 per
cent without setoffs structurally
implies that tour operators
have an inbuilt margin of
around 27.8 per cent which is
an inherently flawed assump-
tion in the internet economy.

New Delhi:A day after the key
cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin
and Ethereum saw a bloodbath,
industry players on Thursday
requested people not to lose
hope and take a long-term
view of their investments.

The price of bitcoin tum-
bled below $40,000 for the
first time in months and other
cryptocurrencies were also
pressured on Wednesday, after
the People’s Bank of China
apparently warned against
using digital coins as payment.

It was the second jolt to the
fast-growing crypto market
after Tesla last week applied
brakes on Bitcoin as a payment
mode to buy its electric vehi-
cles, citing environmental
harm. IANS

New Delhi:The Income Tax
Department will launch a new
income tax filing portal on June
7. Therefore, the existing por-
tal will remain suspended for 6
days from June 1 to June 6,”
said a circular by the Income
tax Department.

As per the circular, officers
including AOs, CIT(A) etc
access the information for tax-
payers from the portal.

Likewise, taxpayers also
use extensive use of the portal
for filing their ITR, checking
refund and raising grievance
among others. Due to unavail-
ability of the system for six
days, officers have also been
advised to not fix anything for
compliance during these 6
days. The Department has
directed that any hearing or
compliance is to be fixed only
from June 10 such that tax-
payers are given ample time to
respond via the new system.

As per the official circular,
the officers in the field includ-
ing AOS, CIT (A), PCIT inter-
act with taxpayers through E-
proceedings over the E-filing
portal directly or through the
NeAC/NFAC for issuance of
notices IANS
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The supply of food items
under government schemes

to Industrial training institutes
(ITI) will be treated at par with
supply of mid-day meals to
schools and not attract GST.

In a ruling, the Authority
for Advance Ruling (AAR) has
brought ITIs at par with edu-
cation institutions equivalent to
higher secondary education
and thereby exempted supply
of food items under a govern-
ment programme to these
vocational training institutes
from applicability of GST.

The Kerala AAR ruling
came on an application made
by a service provider, HV
Azeez. The service provider has
sought clarification from AAR
whether his supply of GST
exempt food items such as
eggs, milk, banana to ITIs as
per government scheme will be
taxable. 

Since Azeez had taken GST
registration, the question
sought for clarification was
whether TDS on such supply
could be refunded and whether
the entity was required to have
GST registration at all.

The AAR ruled that since
ITIs were giving certificate
equivalent to 12th or 10th (if
students take the tests for two
additional papers under
National Institute of Open
School), they were at par with
other higher secondary educa-
tion institutes. This itself, gives
supply of food to ITIs immu-
nity from taxes (GST).

Also, as the supply of food
items includes all GST exempt
products, the applicant is not
required to take GST registra-
tion. 
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Consumers have been spared
of another increase in auto

fuel prices with oil marketing
companies (OMCs) deciding to
keep petrol and diesel rates
unchanged on Thursday.

This is second consecutive
day of fuel price pause and fol-
lows slight softening in global
oil market over demand con-
cerns prime markets in Asia
seeing rising cases of coron-
avirus.

With fuel prices spared of
another increase, the price of
petrol continues to remain at
Wednesday’s level of Rs 92.85

a litre and diesel Rs 83.51 per
litre in Delhi.

Across the country as well
the petrol and diesel price
remained static on Thursday
but its actual retail prices var-
ied depending on the level of
local levies in respective states.

Before Thursday, OMC
were revising fuel prices on
every alternate day for last one
week rather than undertaking
changes on a daily basis as has
been practise. Accordingly, the
Wednesday’s price hold came
after there was an increase in
prices on Tuesday. These was
no price increase on Monday as
well.
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Ahead of sowing of kharif
(summer) crops, the gov-

ernment’s premier agri-
research body ICAR has come
out with an advisory to help
farmers overcome the impact
of the second wave of the pan-
demic on farm production and
their income. 

“During 2021-22, second
wave of COVID-19 pandemic
is again posing a serious prob-
lem to the nation, halting eco-
nomic activities in one way or
the other. The resultant actions
may impact agricultural pro-
duction and consequently
national food and nutrition
security,” said the 400 page
advisory prepared by the
Indian Council of Agricultural

Research (ICAR).  ts with suit-
able technological options can
show sustainable pathways
under such circumstances, it
said.

Stating that the 2021 kharif
season is approaching in midst
of second wave of Covid pan-
demic, the ICAR advisory said,
“Therefore, disruption in nor-
mal operations/ logistics usu-
ally undertaken during the
pre-kharif period is likely.”        

To cope with shortages in
labour and timely availability of
inputs at affordable prices,
farmers need to enhance the
use of on-farm inputs especially
organic manures, adopt best
practices for increasing
resource use efficiency and
reduce cost of cultivation, it
said. 
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Equity benchmarks stayed on
the backfoot for the second

session running on Thursday,
mirroring the nervousness in
global markets after minutes of
the US Fed’s previous meeting
revealed discussions around
tapering its asset purchase pro-
gramme. 

After touching the 50,000-
mark in opening trade, the 30-
share BSE Sensex was dragged
lower by selling in banking and
energy counters. It finally fin-
ished at 49,564.86, down 337.78
points or 0.68 per cent. 

On similar lines, the broad-
er NSE Nifty gave up the
15,000-level to close 124.10
points or 0.83 per cent lower at
14,906.05.ONGC was the top
loser among the Sensex con-
stituents, tumbling 2.70 per
cent, followed by Sun Pharma,
PowerGrid, Axis Bank, HDFC
Bank, Bharti Airtel, Kotak
Bank and Nestle India.

On the other hand, M&M,
IndusInd Bank, Titan, L&T,
Bajaj Finserv and Infosys were

among the gainers, climbing up
to 2.47 per cent.   “Domestic
market witnessed selling due to
lack of further domestic cues
and weak global market. Wall
Street has extended its losses as
US treasury yield and dollar
index jumped post the release of
a watchful Fed minutes, which
was below the expectations.  

“Fed minutes signalled a
plausible slowdown in bond
buying ‘at some point’, a shift in
policy in the future, which
will have an implication on
emerging markets,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

Binod Modi, Head -
Strategy at Reliance Securities,
said the visible decline in daily
COVID-19 cases in India has
offered comfort to investors. 

“However, minutes of
FOMC meeting indicates
diversions among members’
view about higher inflation
and accommodative stance and
ECB’s warning toward poten-
tial bubble in financial assets do
not bode well for global equi-
ties, including India.  
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Retail inflation for farm
workers and rural labour-

ers in April eased marginally to
2.66 per cent and 2.94 per cent,
respectively, mainly due to
lower prices of certain food
items.

“Point-to-point rate of
inflation based on the CPI-AL
(Consumer Price Index for
Agricultural Labourers) and
CPI-RL (Consumer Price
Index for Rural Labourers)
decreased to 2.66 per cent and
2.94 per cent in April 2021,
from 2.78 percent and 2.96 per
cent, respectively, in March,
2021,” the labour ministry said

in a statement.
Food inflation based on

CPI-AL and CPI-RL stood at
1.24 per cent and 1.54 per cent
in April 2021, respectively, it
added.

The change in the index
varied from state to state.

In the case of agricultural
labourers, it recorded an
increase in the range of 1-17
points in 16 states and a
decrease of 1-4 points in four
states. Tamil Nadu, with 1,249
points, topped the index;
whereas Himachal Pradesh,
with 813 points, stood at the
bottom.

In the case of rural labour-
ers, it recorded a rise in the

range of 1-18 points in 17
states and a decrease of 1-4
points in three states. Tamil
Nadu, with 1,233 points,
topped the index table; where-
as Bihar, with 851 points, stood
at the bottom.

Among the states, the high-
est increase in CPI-AL and
CPI-RL was experienced by
West Bengal with 17 points and
18 points, respectively. It was
mainly due to a rise in the
prices of rice, mustard oil, fire-
wood, kerosene oil, vegetables
and fruits.

On the contrary, the high-
est decrease in the CPI-AL was
experienced by Andhra
Pradesh. In the CPI-RL,
Andhra Pradesh and Tripura (-
4 points each) saw the most
decrease. It was mainly due to
fall in the prices of rice, onion,
tamarind, saree cotton mill,
vegetables and fruits, it said.

The All-India CPI-AL and
CPI-RL for April 2021 rose 6
points each to stand at 1,041
and 1,049 points, respectively.
The two indices were at 1,035
points (CPI-AL) and 1,043
(CPI-RL) in March 2021.
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The Ministry of Agriculture
on Thursday said it has

chalked out a multi-pronged
strategy to bring in additional
6.37 lakh hectare area under
oilseeds in the forthcoming
kharif (summer) season begin-
ning July this year.  The
Government has decided to
freely distribute high-yielding
varieties of oilseeds, especially
soybean and groundnut, to
farmers in kharif season 2021-
22.             

Last year, oilseeds were
sown in 208.2 lakh hectare dur-
ing the kharif season and 80
lakh hectare in the rabi (win-
ter) season.  In a statement, the
Ministry said it has adopted a

“multi-pronged strategy’’ to
achieve self-sufficiency in
oilseeds production.     Soybean
seeds, costing �76.03 crore,
will be distributed for inter-
cropping in 41 districts of
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Telangana and Chhattisgarh.
This will cover 1.47 lakh
hectare.          

Further, soybean seeds --
costing �104 crore -- will be
distributed for high potential
districts in 73 districts of 8
states namely Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Gujarat, covering 3,90,000

hectare.   
About 8.16 lakh seed

mini-kits will be distributed in
90 districts of Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Karnataka, Telangana
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, UP and
Bihar. The area to be covered
will be 10.06 lakh hectare.        

“The soybean seeds to be
distributed will be having a
yield of not less than 20 quin-
tals per hectare,” the ministry
said. “Government of India
has approved an ambitious
plan for free distribution of
high-yielding varieties of seeds
to the farmers for the 2021
kharif season in the form of
mini-kits,” it said.       
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Using reason and logic to
deduce a belief, conclusion or
decision, may seem like a

natural ability. But the truth is, chil-
dren are not trained to think ratio-
nally. Precisely why the earlier they
are introduced to it and encouraged
to practise it, the better. It builds clar-
ity of thought, problem-solving abil-
ities and decision-making power:
Crucial skills that go on to improve
well-being in all spheres of life as they
grow.

�Benefits are evident as early as in
performance at school.

Numerous studies prove that
cognitive skills are more efficient

when the mind is trained to think
rationally. The cognitive process is an
accumulation of thinking, knowing,
remembering, judging and problem
solving. If rational thinking in the
form of reasoning and logic is added
to the mix, the result can be based on
a rock-solid foundation.

In subjects like Science,
Economics, Mathematics and
Philosophy, it gives wings to a stu-
dent’s curious mind, boosting it to go
beyond what they study in books and
learn in the classroom. 

�It helps overcome behavioural
problems in class. 

Classrooms are dynamic spaces.

While some students take on learn-
ing easily, for a few others it is a strug-
gle, often caused more by psychoso-
cial reasons than a real learning dis-
ability. It then falls upon the teacher
to control the disruptive behaviour.
The learning environment of the class
has to be protected like a fragile eco-
system. Not just for distracted school
kids, but also for the ones who are
eager to learn.

Inculcating rational thinking at
this stage prepares children for the
future. In such cases of disruptive
behaviour, instead of the traditional
method of reprimanding, the teacher
may lay out choices for the student.
Each choice is attached to a conse-

quence. The student is introduced to
cause and effect, the logical deduc-
tion method. Responsibility for their
actions lies with them. Once a child
has walked this path in the thought
process, they are armed for life with
rational thinking to make the right
choices for themselves and those
around them.

�The benefits of rational thinking
spill over to life itself.

Did you know that the most pro-
lific minds in human history like
Thomas Edison, Charles Darwin
and Isaac Newton, were endowed
with rational thinking that honed
their intelligence? 

Rational thinking makes chil-
dren cognizant of the consequences
of each action. This logical deduction
makes one take the right path in life.
The child grows up with a strong
moral compass. Performance in
school shoots up as the child is able
to relate learning with knowledge, a
lifelong asset. It prepares the student
to look beyond the traditional prob-
lem solving methods to hunt for the
right approach. 

�It builds enduring bonds between
students and teachers. 

Rational thinking opens minds.
Even as teachers look forward to con-
necting with each student individu-
ally, they understand how the child’s
mind works. These interactions go
beyond academic progress and text
book learning. The student has an
adult looking out for them in the
school environment, senses sup-
port, trust, security, and a two-way
channel for communication. This
teacher-student bond develops
mutual respect, and fosters emotion-
al well-being. 

Strong teacher student bonds
based on rational thinking sets the
ground for healthy relationships.
Students imbibe this experience as
the foundation for long-term con-
nections.

“People don’t think like scientists;
they think like lawyers,” concludes
Peter Ditto, a psychologist who stud-
ies decision-making at the University
of California, Irvine. In numerous
ways, rational thinking is the steady
way to build scientific thinking for
prudent decision-making, comple-
menting the natural gifts of a child.

(The writer is the Managing
Director of The Green Acres Academy,
an educational institution.)

The conventional Hindi
film heroine is often

one-dimensional, impossi-
bly perfect and confined to
song and dance routines.
However, a few films in the
recent past have challenged
these notions on the big
screen as well as on OTT
platforms by portraying
women in all their depth
and complexity. Here are a
few of such memorable
characters.

Upasana in Axone:
Upasana (played by Sayani
Gupta) in this Yoodlee pro-
duction is part of the North-
Eastern migrant commu-
nity in Delhi. Her body lan-
guage and habitual diffi-
dence show how guarded
and vulnerable she feels in
a milieu that treats her and
her friends as outsiders. Yet,
as the film progresses, we
see Upasana dealing with
her love life, her conflicted
feelings about a friend who
was in a relationship with
her boyfriend and her own
insecurities with increasing
confidence. Her determi-
nation to cook a special
dish to celebrate a wedding
finally wins the day and her
innocence and strength
endear her to us more than
any other character. Gupta

portrays Upasana without
artifice and gives us a hero-
ine we have never seen
before as a protagonist in a
mainstream film. Credit also
goes to director Nicholas
Kharkongor, who offers us
a complex story about race
and prejudice we are not
fully familiar with.

Ajji: Female anger is
often portrayed without
nuance in cinema. In the
dark and brooding
Devashish Makhija directo-
rial, Ajji, anger is a slow-
burning force that takes
over the life of a grandmoth-
er (played by Sushama
Deshpande). She is not a
one note heroine who

decides to take revenge one
fine day after a tragedy and
then spectacularly pulls off
a cathartic kill. She observes,
stalks the man who has
destroyed her family with
unblinking focus and pre-
pares herself psychological-
ly and physically (watch

how she learns to chop meat
with the help of a butcher
friend) to take on a man
whose privilege protects
him from the consequences
of his actions. In commer-
cial cinema, a grandmother
is usually a benevolent char-
acter incidental to the
theme, but here, Ajji is the
protagonist and the plot
because it is through her
that a story that usually
ends with an unreported
rape, reaches a conclusion
that nobody expected. Ajji
represents a section of soci-
ety that has been denied the
right to justice even in cin-
ema because in any other
film, she could just have
been a poor, old woman
wailing over her grand-
daughter’s crumpled body.
Here the tailor who has
possibly lived a lifetime,
being overlooked at the
margins of society, refuses to
accept injustice and will do
what she can to balance the
scales of power. 

Sandhya in Pagglait:
How many young widows
get to headline a Hindi
film’s narrative? In Umesh
Bist’s quirky directorial
Pagglait, you get to meet one
such protagonist who can-
not even fully mourn her
dead husband because her
marriage was loveless and
perhaps arranged only for
convenience. She spends a
large part of the film, clad in
an unflattering cardigan,
surrounded by a posse of

overbearing, loud relatives,
wondering about what hap-
pened to all her aspirations.
Sandhya (played by Sanya
Malhotra) is a flesh and
blood person who feels suf-
focated by widowhood.
When she discovers a secret
from her husband’s past,
she is forced to reevaluate
her short-lived marriage
and also how she wants to
live, the person she wants to
be and the dreams she wants
to chase now that she has
the freedom to do so.
Produced by Balaji Motion
Pictures and Sikhya
Entertainment, the film gave
us a character who was so
relatable that all of us felt we
had met her somewhere.

Bharati in Geeli
Puchhi: When was the last
time you saw a heroine who
was Dalit, queer and a blue
collar worker? Possibly
never  till you met her in
Geeli Puchhi in the recently
released Netfilx film compi-

lation, Ajeeb Daastaans.
Directed by Neeraj
Ghaywan, the film intro-
duces us to factory worker
Bharati Mondol (played by
Konkana Sen Sharma) who
has dealt with caste and gen-
der prejudices all her life, is
mocked at work and denied
a desk job she is qualified
for. She watches in anger as
the job is given away to a
higher-caste woman Priya
Sharma (played by Aditi

Rao Hydari) but then is
slowly won over by the
naive affection of her new
colleague. The two are
drawn to each other till
Bharati’s Dalit identity estab-
lishes her exclusion from
Priya’s life conclusively. But
this is not where the story
ends. Bharati finds a way to
not just get the job that she
wants but to establish once
and for all that she will no
longer be denied her share
of humanity.

Vidya in Kahaani: This
2012 Sujoy Ghosh directo-
rial (also co-producer of
the film) had a heroine who
did not play second fiddle to
anyone, drove the plot sin-
gle-handedly, was the sur-
vivor of a tragedy and an
avenger with a baby bump.
Ghosh struggled a lot to get
the film made because pro-
ducers did not want to
invest in a film where a
pregnant woman was the
lead star but Vidya Balan’s
self-assured histrionics and
poise guided the film to
box-office success and
bushels of critical acclaim.
Kahaani proved that even
modestly budgeted films
with female stars can earn
the big bucks. It also estab-
lished Balan as an actor
who can be everywoman
and yet be extraordinary.
Much of the film’s success
came from the unwavering
courage of the heroine who
meticulously crafts a plan to
smoke a mass murderer out
of his hiding place and then
without a moment’s hesita-
tion slays him while Durga
Puja celebrations reach a
crescendo around her. And
she does it without melodra-
ma and with an icy preci-
sion that leaves the audience
in awe.

SonyLIV is all set to stream the
much-anticipated series,

Maharani, but just before the
show goes live; the makers have
dropped yet another fascinating
and intriguing look doned by
actor Huma Qureshi. After tak-
ing the internet by storm with
the teaser, Huma’s Chief Minister
look is designed brilliantly. 

For the look, the actor has
donned dark shade sarees
clubbed with shawls symbolising
the right attitude required for her
role. With dark kohl eyes and a
red bindi, Huma proves that
she is here to stay and the
look is perfectly adorned by
her character.

Talking about it,
Huma said, “I’m
excited and look-
ing forward to
the show
s t r e a m i n g
soon. We’ve
got a great
response to the teas-
er and I’m sure the
viewers will be well
entertained through
the show. Playing
Rani Bharati is mul-
tifaceted, she has var-

ious shades associated to her
character and that has been a
great honour to portray. To get
into the skin of the character, we
tried on various looks that
helped establish the phases in her
life.”

Illiterate yet wise enough to
separate the wheat from the
chaff, docile yet combative when
danger looms large on her fam-
ily, Rani Bharati is a woman with
striking contrasts. Her life turns
upside down following a deci-
sion her husband takes. From

milking cows, making gobar
upalas to standing by her
family despite all odds, what
lies ahead of her is a mystery

that’s waiting to unfold.
Will Rani be able

to sail through this?
Directed by

Karan Sharma
and created by
S u b h a s h
Kapoor, the

show features Sohum
Shah, Amit Sial and
Vineet Kumar among
others. Maharani is a
fictionalised series that
is set to release on May
28 on SonyLIV.

Mask to mask kiss ?�a new trend
popularised by celebrities.

Recently Kamala Harris, Vice President
of the US and second gentleman Doug
Emhoff kissed before heading their sep-
arate ways on flights with their masks
on. Actor Varun Sood kissing his girl-
friend Divya Agarwal at the Mumbai
airport with a mask on before leaving
for Cape Town, South Africa raised
many eyebrows.

The question that rises: Is it safe?
Let’s see what experts have to say about
it in a world that is partially-vaccinat-
ed.

Delhi-based Dr Anubha Singh,
Gynecologist and Medical Director
from Shantah Fertility Centre says,
“Remember, a mask protects the other
person in how it limits the spread of
your respiratory droplets. For masks to
truly reduce the risks of getting
COVID-19, both people would have to
wear a mask: a mutual masking. But it
might not be a strategy that works for
everyone.

Dr Singh further added, “You see
masks are like condoms until you
know how to wear them correctly and
yes they are not 100 per cent safe. Hence
be very very careful while kissing.”

The consequences of dropping the
mask and kissing publicly can go
beyond one person getting COVID-19.

Dr Shobha Gupta, Medical Director
and IVF Specialist from Mother’s Lap
IVF Centre explained, “It’s very danger-
ous as the outer surface of the mask has
the maximum virus of other people.
Close contact with a mask on could be
risky. Hence, I would advise avoiding
face-to-face contact or closeness.”

What kind of problem arises if two
masked people kiss each other? She
answers, “It is still a questionable
thing, your protective layer over your
nose might not be good enough
because the virus is readily transmit-
ted by aerosols. One should be very
careful and avoid kissing even with a
mask on in public.”
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You must have heard that if you man-
age to beat the common symptoms of

COVID-19 such as fever, dry cough, sore
throat or loss of taste and smell, you pret-
ty much have emerged victorious against
the deadly virus. However, experts believe
that the road to recovery is a prolonged
affair, supported by the fact that even after
testing negative most people experience
fatigue. The novel Coronavirus takes a toll
on the immune system, which leaves the
person much weaker than before. And
that’s the reason why good nutrition is
important for your health when you are
recovering from Coronavirus.

A nutritionist on board for GAIL
India, Dr Rohini Patil, emphasises on tak-
ing one step at a time. She feels that deal-
ing with post-COVID fatigue is not an
easy task, the struggle is very much real.
“Don’t make the mistake of jumping back
to your ‘normal life routine’ right after you
have tested negative. Subsequently, you
need to give yourself enough time to get
back to the old everyday practice by tak-
ing one step at a time. Do not forget, you
have recently battled an illness that has
critically attacked your immune system.
Even if your reports come negative, the
body is still fighting the underlying
effects. And that is why one needs to rest
well. Sleeping for at least eight to nine
hours is mandatory,” says Dr Patil, who
also happens to be the founder and CEO
of Nutracy Lifestyle.

According to experts, exerting your-
self physically or even mentally can be
harmful. She suggests that hydration is
another important key to make sure
you’re keeping well. “Drink a lot of
water along with some chia or basil seeds.
They would provide the much-needed
hydration to the body,” adds Dr Patil.

Since it’s vital to maintain your ener-
gy levels, another leading health coach,
nutritionist and the founder of
MY22BMI, Preety Tyagi, underlines the
importance of including a sufficient
amount of healthy carbohydrates in your
diet. She says, “The best option is to con-
sume more complex carbohydrates such
as whole grains, millets and other simi-

lar items. Consume legumes and pulses
regularly. Aside from these, incorporate
fermented foods into your diet, such as
yogurt, kombucha, kanji, fermented pick-
les and beans. This will help maintain a
stable gut microbiota and improve immu-
nity. Just maintain a sufficient amount of
carbs in your diet and don’t skip them.
You should start your day with a hand-
ful of nuts and seeds such as walnuts,
almonds, pumpkin seeds among others.
This will give the body an immediate
boost and will aid in recovery as the day
progresses. These nuts, especially walnuts,
are an excellent source of omega-3 fatty
acids.”

Well, this reminds one of the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI)’s guidelines, which emphasises on
consuming foods with omega-3, zinc,
selenium, protein and vitamin B as they
play a role in our body’s healing process,
which would help us in maintaining a
healthy immune system. And, walnuts are
a great source of all these nutrients.

While no single item can prevent or
treat illness, let’s look at what health and
fitness educator Yash Vardhan Swami
hints at. He says, “More than the exact
food sources, we should look for nutri-
ents we need for better recovery and
immunity. Opt for food rich in vitamin
C, vitamin D3, zinc, protein and anti-
inflammatory in nature.”

A prediction by the great inventor and
businessman Thomas Alva Edison seems
very relevant in today’s times, “The doc-
tor of the future will no longer treat the
human frame with drugs, but rather will
cure and prevent disease with nutrition.”

On a normal day Utsav
Malhotra, proprietor of
Utsav’s Aroma Express

located in Navin Shahdara, would
wake up well in time to open the
shutters of his bakeshop and cafe
by 10 am. As a small business
owner, Utsav would take care to
tend to orders and requests well in
time so that the workload did not
pile up. His venture was fairly suc-
cessful and was shaping up to be a
popular joint among the youth who
resided in the surrounding areas.
That was until he had to make
peace with ‘the new normal’.

Fast forward to the second
wave of Covid. Utsav makes some
calls and takes stock of messages on
WhatsApp to confirm that he
needs to prepare 50 lunch thalis and
that there are no pending orders for
his cafe. He is one among numer-
ous volunteer groups and individ-
uals rising to address the need of
the moment by providing hot
meals to people affected by the pan-
demic. While some have the advan-
tage of having an abundance of
resources at their disposal, and are
making good use of this privilege,
there are others like Utsav who
work on a smaller scale but leave
no stone unturned in helping
those in need.

“As of now, the 50 food pack-
ets will be delivered to the mem-
bers of around 20 families residing
in or around Navin Shahdara. I am
very grateful to my family members
who help me prepare enough
food, depending on the need,
without any hesitation. They con-
stantly remind me with their
actions that I should appreciate
what I have and have successfully
instilled the practice of helping oth-
ers in me,” he shared over a rushed
telephonic conversation. Utsav has
been delivering hot, home-cooked
meals ever since the second wave
of COVID-19 cases have hit the
capital hard. While his team of
delivery attendants help hand over
orders from Utsav’s Aroma
Kitchen, they have refused to help
him with his philanthropic initia-
tive and he expressed that their
fears aren’t unwarranted and that
he won’t force them to do anything
they are not comfortable with.

He has made it a point to
refuse any sort of payment from the
people he delivers food to. “I do not
seek donations or payments from
those whom I am helping. While

I have to admit that I could use all
the help I receive but I haven’t asked
anyone for any sort of assistance. I
am grateful for everyone who has
aided me in my endeavour but
regardless, I have decided that
come what may I will continue this
tiffin service till the time I can.
There are children out there with
both parents testing positive for
COVID. There are entire house-
holds that have been rendered weak
due to the pandemic and I will go
out of my way to ensure that they
receive a hot meal at least twice a
day. I think that is the least I can
do,” Utsav signed off before abrupt-
ly disconnecting the phone call so
that he could get back to deliver-
ing the food before it turned cold.

Working on similar lines, but
on a somewhat larger scale, the
Rotary Club of Ghaziabad has been
delivering food to COVID-19
patients across Ghaziabad since
May 3. “We have been delivering
over 150 meals, give or take 20
packets depending on whether
there are any new cases or if some
of our recipients have recovered,
twice a day for lunch and dinner.
While we do not seek payment for
the food packages, we have been
accepting donations. In the mean-
while, we have been making use of
the funds accumulated by our
organisation,” said Virender

Aggarwal, a member of the club.
With an extensive team at their dis-
posal, they have been catering to
customised meal requests.

At the other end of the spec-
trum, we also have associations of
residential areas pitching in to

lend a helping hand.
With the onset of the second

wave of COVID-19 cases, my
friendly neighbour, who refuses to
be named, advised their domestic
help to be careful and not visit them
until the situation regains a sense

of normalcy, while handing her two
months’ salary in advance.
However, a few days later, when she
tested positive for the novel
Coronavirus, she was overcome by
helplessness and did not know
what to do. She highlighted her
plight in one simple statement, “All
I could think about was, if I am not
well, what will my son eat?”

That was when her neighbour-
hood’s residents welfare organisa-
tion came to her rescue by provid-
ing healthy, nutritious food to
their household till she recovered.
She shared that the first time she
received the warm package she
struggled to hold her tears back.
“My gratitude knows no bounds.
We received hot meals from our
neighbours for a couple of days
even after I tested negative.
Moreover, those who helped me
out refused to  accept payments for
the same. I cannot even express
how overwhelming this simple
act of kindness was,” she said.

Special shoutout to every per-
son out there who has been check-
ing up on others to make sure that
they are not hungry in these uncer-
tain times. The simple pleasure of
receiving a plate full of hot food
when one is starving cannot be
conveyed in mere words. Be the
reason someone else starts believ-
ing in humanity.
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Andrea Pirlo insisted he
wanted to continue as

Juventus coach after lifting his
second trophy this season in the
Coppa Italia final.

The dethroned league
champions beat Atalanta 2-1 to
win the Italian Cup for the 14th
time after winning the Super
Cup in January.

Federico Chiesa scored the
winner with quarter of an hour
to go after Dejan Kulusevski
struck after half an hour, in a
game played in front of fans for
the first time in over a year.

“It was a great match,
between two beautiful teams
who fought to the end, a final
worthy of this name, also a big
celebration for the public, with
everything that has happened
this season,” said Pirlo, who
turned 42 on Wednesday.

“I would really like to sit on
the Juventus bench again next
year,” he continued. “I think I did
my job well day by day, trying to
win finals. I would like to con-

tinue, I love this club.”
Atalanta coach Gian Piero

Gasperini, 63, was denied a
first trophy of his coaching
career, and his club’s second tro-
phy after the 1963 Coppa Italia.

“It’s a disappointment,” said
Gasperini. “We are happy to be
at this level, to be able to play this
type of game and to qualify for
the Champions League for the
third consecutive season.”

Gianluigi Buffon was in the
Juventus goal for the final time
in his career and the veteran

keeper was solid on the night
winning his sixth Coppa Italia 22
years after his first with Parma,
where he played alongside
Chiesa’s father Enrico.

It was Juventus’s first Coppa
Italia since 2018, having finished
runners-up last year to Napoli.
Atalanta also lost the 2019 final
to Lazio.

Ronaldo failed to score on
the night but has now won every
trophy in three of Europe’s five
major leagues — England, Spain
and now Italy.
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Paris Saint-Germain have a
domestic double in their

sights after they won the
French Cup by beating
Monaco 2-0 in Wednesday’s
final at the Stade de France.

Goals from Mauro Icardi
and Kylian Mbappe won a
largely uninspiring final for
PSG who now go into the
weekend’s final round of Ligue
1 fixtures with a record-
equalling 10th league title
still a possibility.

The French champi-
ons have now won the
French Cup six times in
the last seven sea-
sons having
reached the final
every year since
2015. 

It was also
the second tro-
phy of coach
M a u r i c i o
Pochettino’s man-
agerial career after
he won the
Champions Trophy
for PSG in January,

although this will for many
count as his first major honour.

“We work every day to
experience this kind of feeling,
reward and recognition,” said
Mbappe. 

“It’s the work of a whole
group, staff, all the people
who work every day for us, the
club and of course the support-
ers who couldn’t be there. We
think a lot about the fans and
this title is for them as well.”

Monaco meanwhile
continue their wait to win
the French Cup for the first
time since 1991, in their
first final since 2010 when

they were also beaten
by PSG.

Niko Kovac’s
side have how-
ever had a pos-
itive season
and can finish
it on a happi-
er note at the

weekend by
qualifying for the
C h a m p i o n s
League for the
first time since
2018.
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Liverpool set up a dramatic
final-day battle to qualify for

the Champions League with a
vital 3-0 win at Burnley, while
Tottenham’s bid to reach the
Europa League suffered a blow
in a 2-1 defeat against Aston
Villa on Wednesday.

Jurgen Klopp’s side moved
into fourth place in the Premier
League thanks to goals from
Roberto Firmino, Nathaniel
Phillips and Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain.

Liverpool are above fifth-
placed Leicester on goal differ-
ence, with the Reds on +24 and
the Foxes on +20.

If Liverpool win their final
game at home to Crystal Palace
on Sunday, they should finish in
the top four and salvage a diffi-
cult campaign that saw them
tamely surrender the title to
Manchester City.

Leicester host Tottenham on
Sunday, while third-placed

Chelsea, one point above
Liverpool, travel to Aston Villa.

Firmino put Liverpool on
course for their fourth consec-
utive victory with a clinical fin-
ish from Andy Robertson’s 43rd
minute cross.

Phillips got the second goal
in the 52nd minute with a head-
er from Sadio Mane’s cross for
his first goal for the club.

Oxlade-Chamberlain lashed
in Liverpool’s third in the 88th
minute.

“We had to win the ‘semi-
final’ and we did. Nothing is
decided yet but we improved our
position and we have the final,”
Klopp said.

“That’s what we needed. It’s
what we deserve because this
was a top performance.”

Fifth and sixth place finish-
es secure a spot in next season’s
Europa League, while seventh
place brings entry into a play-off
for the new Europa Conference
League.

Tottenham will have to wait
until their last game of the sea-
son to discover their European
destiny.

A second defeat in their last
three games left them in seventh
place, level on points with
eighth-placed Everton and three
points behind sixth-placed West
Ham.

They will have to beat
Leicester and hope West Ham
lose to Southampton to pip
their London rivals on goal dif-
ference.
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The Indian women’s cricket
team will compete in its

maiden Day-Night Test from
September 30 to October 3
when it tours Australia this year.

The match will be played in
Perth, which hasn’t hosted a
Day-Night game as yet, Cricket
Australia said after BCCI sec-
retary Jay Shah Shah made the
initial announcement.

“Taking forward our com-
mitment towards women’s
cricket, I am extremely pleased
to announce that Team India
@BCCIwomen will play in their
first-ever pink ball day-night
Test later this year in Australia,”
Shah tweeted.

The Indian women’s team,
which will play its first Test in
seven years from June 16 in
England, will compete in
another one during the tour of
Australia.

The team will also play
three ODIs (from September
19 to 24) and as many T20I
matches (from October 7 to 11)
Down Under.

India last played a Test
against Australia in 2006.

The pink ball Test between
India and Australia will be

only the second such match to
be held in the history of
women’s cricket.

The only Day-Night

women’s game played so far
was between Australia and
England at Sydney in
November 2017 which ended

in a draw.
Preparing for both the

England and Australia Test
will be a challenge since the
women don’t play with red ball
even on the domestic circuit.

“It will be a challenge for
sure but the good thing is that
women are getting to play Tests,”
a former India player said.

“The pink ball game in
Australia will be a tougher
challenge as the girls have
never played with that ball but
I am sure they will get to pre-
pare well for it. A few practice
games will also be needed,” she
added.
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Former Australia batsman
Mike Hussey, who tested

positive for Covid-19 in IPL’s
bio-bubble, has advocated mov-
ing this year’s T20 World Cup
from India to the UAE as he feels
teams will be “nervous” to trav-
el there because of the raging
pandemic.

Batting coach Hussey was
among three members of the
Chennai Super Kings contingent
who contracted the virus during
the IPL, which had to be sus-
pended after cases were detect-
ed in four teams.

“I think it’s going to be very
difficult in my view to play that
tournament in India,” Hussey
told Fox Cricket upon his return
to Sydney, where he is undergo-
ing a 14-day quarantine.

Hussey had also spent two
weeks isolating in India after
testing positive for the virus in
Delhi from where he was trans-
ported to Chennai in an air
ambulance.

“We’re talking about eight
teams in the IPL. I think there
are probably similar number,

maybe more teams coming in
from overseas (for the T20
World Cup), there’d be more
venues. As I said earlier, if
they’re playing in different cities,
that is when the risk goes up.

“I think they’ll have to look
some pretty big contingency
plans, perhaps looking at the
UAE or somewhere like that that
could host the World T20. I
think there will be a lot of
cricket boards around the world
that’d be pretty nervous about
going back to India for a crick-
et tournament," said Hussey.

UAE has already emerged as
the back up venue and the ICC
is likely to take  a call on the
tournament on June 1.

Melbourne: Australia all-
rounder Ellyse Perry reckons
the presence of skilful batters
in the Indian women’s team
will make the pink ball Test a
well-contested affair despite
the conditions at Perth being
more suited to the hosts.

“It’s an absolutely wonder-
ful venue for a women’s Test.
The pitch provides that little bit
of extra pace and bounce, the
ball carries through really well,

there’s a little bit of sideways
movement,” Perry was quoted
as saying by cricket.com.au.

“That’s certainly in (our)
favour … our conditions and
the Australian style of cricket
but having said that, looking at
the Indian team, some of the
skills of their players, particu-
larly their batters, it’s going to
be a really well-contested Test
match and a great opportuni-
ty for both sides.”

The Indian team is armed
with some quality batswoman
in the form of T20 skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur, swash-
buckling opener Smriti
Mandhana and ODI skipper
Mithali Raj.

While the WACA is
known to aid pacers, the 30-
year-old said the key will be to
pick a balanced side, something
which has led to the team’s suc-
cess in the recent years. PTI
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London: Tottenham striker
Harry Kane has given the
biggest indication yet that he
is ready to leave the Premier
League club and says he will
control his own future.

Kane is reported to have
told Spurs he wants to be sold
at the end of the season after
becoming frustrated at the
lack of progress at the club.

The England captain,
who is 28 in July, says he needs
a conversation with chair-
man about his future.

“I think it’s definitely a
conversation to be had with
the club,” Kane told Gary
Neville’s YouTube channel
The Overlap. “I want to be
playing in the biggest games,
the biggest moments.” “I’m
sure that (Daniel Levy, Spurs
chairman) will want to set out
the plan of where he sees it but
ultimately it’s going to be
down to me and how I feel
and what’s going to be the best
for me and my career this
moment in time.” AFP
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Playing India in neutral venue is exciting: Kane
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New Zealand skipper
Kane Williamson has
said that the prospect of

squaring off against India at a
neutral venue is pretty exciting. 

The Black Caps have
arrived in England to play a
two-match Test series against
the hosts before they face Virat
Kohli’s Team India in the final
of the World Test
Championship which is slated
to start on June 18 in
Southampton.

While addressing a virtu-
al press conference on
Thursday, the New Zealand
skipper stated that his team is
excited about facing India in
the World Test Championship
final.

“I know the boys are real-
ly excited for the challenge and
then the Test Championship
final. The focus will be on one
game at a time. I suppose hav-
ing a different opposition,
playing in a neutral country is
an exciting prospect,”
Williamson said during the
virtual presser.

“It’s great, and like I men-
tioned, it’s nice always to get
into the side after a break.
There is a lot of excitement in
the camp, and we know the

challenge, like coming over
here and playing against
England in their own back-
yard,” he added.

The New Zealand players
are currently serving the
mandatory quarantine upon
their arrival in England.
Williamson said that team is
keen to step out and start train-
ing.

“Most of the team is here
now. We are all pretty much on
the same side (of the hotel), so
we’re able to catch up a little bit
with one another on our dif-
ferent balconies. For a number
of guys, it’s their first time in
the bubble, while others have
done it a few times, so that can
be quite helpful,” said the New
Zealand captain.

“The first step is getting
out of the bubble, and after
that, we’re looking forward to
starting our preparation, in
terms of adjustment to condi-
tions and catching up with the
guys. It’s always exciting when
there has been a period of time
away from the team, and I look
forward to that,” he added.

The first England vs New
Zealand Test gets underway on
June 2 at Lord’s while the sec-
ond Test is scheduled to be
played in Birmingham on June
10.
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National Cricket Academy
chief and former India cap-

tain Rahul Dravid is set to be the
head coach of the Indian white-
ball squad that will tour Sri
Lanka in July.

Dravid, who stopped trav-
elling with the India A and U-
19 teams after taking over as
NCA head in Bengaluru, will be
the head coach of the second-
string side in the absence of Ravi
Shastri, who will be busy with
the Test side in England at the
same time.

“He will travel with the

team to Sri Lanka in all likeli-
hood,” a BCCI source said.

Other NCA staff members
are likely to be split into two par-
ties of which one will tour Sri
Lanka with Dravid and the
other will travel to England

with the women’s cricket team
next month.

Paras Mhambrey, who has
also coached the men’s A sides
and Under-19 teams, is likely to
be the bowling coach, the report
added.

India are expected to play
three ODIs and as many T20s in
Sri Lanka in July though the
schedule has not been
announced yet.

The squad will have plenty
of fringe players and some estab-
lished white-ball specialists.
Hardik Pandya, Shikhar
Dhawan and Shreyas Iyer are in
the running for captaincy.
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The World Test
Championship final

between India and New
Zealand in Southampton
will be held in the presence
of 4000 spectators,
Hampshire County Club
head Rod Bransgrove has
said.

The Covid-19 situa-
tion has improved in the
UK and around 1500 peo-
ple were allowed to watch
the county game between
Leicestershire and
Hampshire at the Ageas
Bowl, which hosts the

WTC final from June 18.
Bransgrove told

Cricbuzz that the ECB and
the ICC are permitting a
crowd of “4000 people” in
the eagerly-awaited clash.
“I understand 50 per cent
of the permitted crowds
will be taken by the ICC
for its sponsors and other
stake holders and we will
be selling the rest 2000
tickets. We have already
received more than double
applications from the fans,”
Bransgrove said.

“It is a high interest
game and there is a good
demand for it.”
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Southampton: New Zealand
pace bowler Kyle Jamieson
says he and the entire bowl-
ing unit won’t get carried
away with the extra swing that
the Dukes cricket ball offers
during their tour of England.

The Kiwis, used to play-
ing with the Kookaburra at
home, will be playing in
England with the Dukes ball
which offers more swing.

“You don’t want to start
trying to move the ball two
sets of stumps and then get
caught on the bounce,” he said
while speaking to the media.

The right-arm pace
bowler, who made his Test
debut in February, 2020,
against India, has picked 36

wickets in his first six Test
matches.

He said that experience
of bowling in seam-friendly

conditions in his home
country will come in handy.

“We’ve found favourable
conditions in New Zealand
at times, albeit not with the
Dukes ball, and we’re mind-
ful of the fact that if you start
searching too much, you
can get hurt a little bit,” he
added.

“I think that’s something
that we’ve hopefully taken
care of, but I guess we’ll
address that when the time
comes, and the next 10 days
or so, leading into that first
Test, is vital for us.” IANS
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London: England pacer Jofra
Archer will undergo a surgery
on his right elbow on Friday,
which could effectively rule
him out of the first part of the
five-match Test series against
visiting India beginning on
August 4.

Archer is already out of the
upcoming two-match Test
series against New Zealand
and this will be his second
surgery after being operated
upon on his right hand.

“Jofra has been reviewed
by a medical consultant in
respect of his right elbow sore-
ness. He will now proceed to
surgery tomorrow,” the ECB
said in a tweet. The 26-year-old,
who recently made a comeback
in the County Championship
for Sussex, consulted a special-
ist after feeling discomfort in
his elbow and was advised to go
for a surgery.

“Further updates will be
released in due course,” the
ECB stated without specifying
how long it will take for Archer
to make a comeback. PTI
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