
�������
�����������	
���
������	��������
�����
���������������	
�����	�
�
�������	���������
��������������
�
����������
�	������	������	���
�������	
��
��
���	�����
	������	�����
�����������	���������
��
����	����������������������
�������	���	���
�������	���
��
 !�"�����	�����	
���������
���	��	���	���#�$�
�	�
%
	&	�	��������	�����

�
�	������	������������	���	�
'����������(�	���	��
�)��	

*	��#	���	(��
��	��$����
�����
���������������������	������	�
 	&�	�	�����
������� 	&	���	��

��	�����������	
�������������������
������ !�������+���
��	��
�$�
���	���	��	�����	��������	���������
,-���
��&��
�	���������
������������+�$��./�����
0�����
�����1���
�	�����2
3
�	�	�������	���4��	��
	�����	�����	�������������$�����
�����	����������������-5
&��
�	�������+���������	���
������
��	�����	��������
�	����������..�&��
�	���������
�	��	����	�	��������
�	����
����
���	���������������������	��

"���� 678�97*"1

Hours after Twitter
expressed concerns

regarding the safety of its
employees and “potential threat
to freedom of expression” for its
users, the Centre lashed out at
US-based microblogging site
asking it to stop beating around
the bush and comply with the
rules framed by the Ministry of
Information and Technology.  

In a strongly worded state-
ment, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY)  said the
statement by the social media
intermediary was an attempt to
dictate its terms to the world’s
largest democracy, and accused
Twitter of trying to under-
mine India’s legal system with
its “actions and deliberate defi-
ance”.

The Ministry  said it
“strongly controverts” the
claims made by Twitter in its
press release. The statement has
been posted on Koo, the India-
made social media platform,
which gained traction earlier
this year after the long-stand-
ing spat between the Centre on
Twitter started around January-
February. It termed Twitter’s
statement “unfortunate”, total-
ly baseless, false and an attempt
to defame India to hide their
own follies”.

“Twitter needs to stop
beating around the bush and
comply with the laws of the

land. Lawmaking & policy for-
mulation is the sole prerogative
of the sovereign and Twitter is
just a social media platform &
it has no locus in dictating what
should India’s legal policy
framework should be,” the
Ministry said. 

Through its actions and
deliberate defiance, Twitter
seeks to undermine India’s
legal system, it added.

“The Government con-
demns the unfortunate state-
ment issued by Twitter as total-
ly baseless, false and an attempt
to defame India to hide their
own follies,” the IT Ministry
said.

“Twitter refuses to comply
with those very regulations in
the Intermediary Guidelines on
the basis of which it is claim-
ing a safe harbour protection
from any criminal liability in
India,” the Ministry said.

The strongly-worded state-
ment said the only instance of
scuttling free speech on Twitter
is Twitter itself and its opaque
policies. “As a result of this,
people’s accounts are suspend-
ed and tweets deleted arbitrar-
ily without recourse.”

“India has a glorious tra-
dition of free speech and demo-
cratic practices dating back
centuries. Protecting free
speech in India is not the pre-
rogative of only a private, for-
profit, foreign entity like
Twitter,” it added.

Continued on Page 2
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Taking  cue from the
European countries, India

too is considering mix-and-
match doses of vaccines on a
trial basis with the Government
on Thursday saying that there
is no concern if just in case
people are getting different
doses.

Its assertion came follow-

ing a recent Spanish study that
has found that vaccinating
people with both the Oxford-
AstraZeneca and Pfizer-
BioNTech Covid-19 vaccines
produces a potent immune
response against the virus
SARS-CoV-2.

“As per the protocol, stick
to the same dose of vaccine as
the first one. If people are get-
ting different doses there is no
cause for concern, it’s safe. We
are thinking to mix and match
(vaccine doses) on a trial basis,”
said Dr VK Paul, member
(Health) of Niti Aayog at a
press conference here.  The
mix-and match option suits the
Government too in view of
supply-chain and shortage
issues affecting its nationwide
Covid-19 vaccination drive,
especially for the second dose.

Dr Paul was replying to a
query if there were health con-
cerns in a case of 20 residents

of a village in Uttar Pradesh
who were administered a dif-
ferent coronavirus vaccine as a
second dose.

“There should be no cause
of concern and added that any
adverse event is unlikely,” he
said, adding that more scruti-
ny was required in the case.

Continued on Page 2
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With Antiguan Prime
Minister Gaston Browne

urging neighbouring Dominica
to directly hand over fugitive
businessman Mehul Choksi to
India, agencies here are explor-
ing options to get him extra-
dited to face the law. Choksi is
wanted in the �13,500 crore
PNB credit fraud case.

Choksi was nabbed in
Dominica late on Wednesday
after fleeing from neighbouring
Antigua and Barbuda.

Browne reportedly said
Choksi will be deported to
India and Indian authorities are
in touch with their counter-
parts in Dominica.

Indian agencies were in
touch with Antigua and
Barbuda on the matter and

contact has also been estab-
lished with the Government of
Dominica for repatriation of
Choksi to India, sources here
confirmed. 

They said the agencies are
exploring possible legal
recourse to seek his custody at
the earliest.

After reports of Choksi’s
arrest in Dominica, Browne
told the media there that he has
given “clear instructions” to the
Dominican authorities to repa-
triate Choksi to India.

Continued on Page 2
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The anti-BS Yediyurappa
“rebellion” in Karnataka

has fizzled out again as the BJP
central leadership has not been
able to find out a “Lingyat”
leader of Yediyurappa’s stature
even though complaints that
his son was  remote-controlling
the administration and run-
ning a “parallel power-centre”
are on the rise in the State.

“Dissidents have not
received support from central
leaders as BSY, despite his age-
related problems, is still the
biggest vote catcher among
the dominant Lingyat com-
munity that forms around 11 to
13 per cent vote bank,”  said a
State leader who identified
himself a “BJP loyalist” away
from pro or ant-BSY camps.

He went on to admit  that
BSY’s “family” (son) interfer-
ence has adversely impacted
governance and “image” of the

party in the State with the rival
camp levelling charges of cor-
ruption.

The dissidents in
Karnataka, including backward
class leader and State Rural
Development Minister BS
Eshwarappa, have alleged that
the Chief Minister’s son BY
Vijayendra was running the
Government like a de-facto
Chief Minister.

Eshwarappa,  a bitter crit-
ic of the BSY, is also a claimant
for the top post. 

Continued on Page 2
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When Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

called on Governor Anandiben
Patel on Thursday evening, it
gave credence to the specula-
tion about possibility of reshuf-
fle or expansion of the Uttar
Pradesh Ministry.

The Chief Minister was
on an inspection tour of dis-
tricts for last three days and
returned to Lucknow on
Thursday at 6 pm and an hour
later he drove down to the Raj
Bhawan to meet Governor
Anandiben Patel, who is also in
charge of Madhya Pradesh,
and had suddenly returned to
Lucknow on Thursday from
Bhopal.

Anandiben Patel went to
Bhopal on May 10 and was slat-
ed to stay there till Saturday
next. The sudden arrival of the
Governor in Lucknow and her
meeting with Yogi Adityanath
was seen as a step toward
finalising details of reshuffle in
the Ministry.

Raj Bhawan officials, how-
ever, said it was a routine
meeting.

Continued on Page 2
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The liquor industry has
reported a decline of 12 per

cent in the sale of the Indian-
made foreign liquor (IMFL)
segment amid Covid pandem-
ic and lockdown despite 6 per
cent growth in the January-
March quarter in 2020-21.

The total sale of IMFL was
305 million cases (9 litres each)
products in 2020-21 — nearly
12 per cent below the previous
year. Though the sales picked
up in the second half of 2020-
21 in most parts, the States
which imposed high corona
cess and other taxes after the
first wave of Covid-19 showed
poor recovery.

According to a data com-
piled by the Confederation of
Indian Alcoholic Beverage
Companies (CIABC), the
liquor sales fell by a whopping
42 per cent in first quarter of
the last fiscal, it declined by 9

per cent in the second quarter
and 1 per cent in the third
quarter, before showing a
recovery of 6 per cent in the
fourth quarter.

The top five States in terms
of recovery in sales were
Maharashtra, Goa, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, while West
Bengal, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh were among the
big States which witnessed

largest declines over the previ-
ous fiscal.

As per the data,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh and Haryana reported
over 40 per cent growth in
IMFL sales during the fourth
quarter of 2020-21, while
Maharashtra and Goa report-
ed 23 and 22 per cent growth,
respectively. However, during
the January-March quarter,
sales of IMFL in States such as
Chhattisgarh reported a 31 per
cent decline, 28 per cent in
West Bengal and a 20 per cent
in Rajasthan. The highest
decline of 52 per cent was in
Meghalaya and 43 per cent in
the Union Territory of Daman,
Diu and Silvassa.

In Delhi, the sale of IMFL
fell by 67 per cent in the first
quarters, 8 per cent in the sec-
ond quarters, 3 per cent in the
3rd quarter and in the fourth
quarter, it showed recovery of
2 per cent. Andhra Pradesh’s

sales fell by 70 per cent in the
first quarter, 51 per cent in the
second quarter, 19 per cent in
the third quarter and two per
cent in the fourth quarter.
Chandigarh recorded 65 per
cent decline in the sale of
IMFL in the first quarter, 13
percent in the second quarter,
21 per cent in the third quar-
ter. In the fourth quarter the
growth rate was only 4 per cent.

Some States including,
Delhi, Assam, Odisha,
Chandigarh, and Madhya
Pradesh, have shown
positive trend in sales,
but the recoveries
were not strong
enough, or were
inconsistent
through quar-
ters, reflect-
ing inherent
fragility in the
market.

According
to CIABC

Director General Vinod Giri:
“Many states showed positive
trend through the quarters,
and even though most States
were unable to fully recover
volume lost in first and second
quarters, strong performance in
third and fourth quarters
reflects fundamental strength
in the market. It also confirms
that there is no lasting shift
against alcoholic beverages in
consumption baskets.”

“Incidentally, the majority
of these States are ones that
imposed high cess / tax during
the first wave of Covid, and
unlike other states did not

withdraw or reduce it.
West Bengal and
Chhattisgarh also
made changes in the

route-to-market
which may have
suppressed the
market’s natural
uplift”, he said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Police on
Thursday said Twitter’s lat-

est statements on ongoing
enquiry in toolkit are devised
to seek dubious sympathy
when they themselves not only
refuse to comply with the law
but also claim to be in posses-
sion of material evidence which
they refuse to share with legal
authority.

The strongly-worded state-
ment by the Delhi Police came
after Twitter on Thursday
called the visit by the Delhi
Police to its offices a form of
intimidation and said it was
concerned about its employees
and the potential threat to
freedom of expression.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Centre on
Thursday directed States and
Union Territories to continue
the ongoing Covid-19 guide-
lines till June 30 and asked
them to go for intensive and
local containment measures
in districts with a high number
of cases to check the spread of
the deadly disease.
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Against the backdrop of its
ongoing face-off  with the

Centre  and the Delhi Police,
Twitter on Thursday  expressed
displeasure on the recent raid
at its offices in Delhi and
Gurugram saying  it was con-
cerned with the “recent events”
regarding its employees in the
country and “the potential
threat to freedom of expres-
sion” for its users.

In a statement and in a
series of tweets, Twitter said
certain provisions of new IT
rules in India are against the
open public conversations and
wish to have a constructive dia-
logue with the Indian

Government. 
The microblogging site

expressed displeasure on the
recent raid at its offices in Delhi
and Gurugram. 

“But just as we do around
the world, we will continue to
be strictly guided by principles
of transparency, a commit-
ment to empowering every
voice on the service, and pro-
tecting freedom of expression
and privacy under the rule of
law. Right now, we are con-
cerned by recent events regard-
ing our employees in India and
the potential threat to freedom
of expression for the people we
serve,”said Twitter’s Policy
Division.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) on

Thursday lodged a complaint at
Delhi’s IP Estate police station
against yoga guru Ramdev
over his comment on allopathy.
Police said that they are con-
ducting an enquiry into the
matter.

According to the May 9
complaint of the IMA, Ramdev
has “wilfully and deliberately
spread false, baseless and mali-
cious information” about treat-
ment of Covid patients by
established and approved
methods and drugs. 

“In a video which has sur-
faced and is being shared wide-
ly throughout the social media,
Swami Ramdev is seen wilful-
ly and deliberately spreading
false, baseless and malicious
information with regard to the
treatment of various patients
suffering from Covid-19 by
established and approved
treatment methods and drugs,”
it said. 

The IMA has also served a
defamation notice on Ramdev
for his alleged disparaging
remarks against allopathy.
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Dehradun: Amid the raging
controversy over Ramdev’s
alleged disparaging remarks
against allopathy, another con-
troversial video surfaced on
social media in which the yoga
guru is seen reacting to the
demand for his arrest, 
saying “even their father cannot
arrest him”.

“They are just making a
noise. They keep creating
trends like Thug Ramdev,
Mahathug Ramdev, Giraftar
Ramdev and so on,” he said
responding to #Arrest Ramdev
trends on social media.
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The alluring coral archipel-
ago of Lakshadweep is in

turmoil. A series of decisions
initiated by Lakshadweep
Administrator Praful Khoda
Patel, a former BJP leader,
have triggered a huge contro-
versy, inviting sharp criticism
not only from the Opposition
but also from within the BJP.

Patel’s recall is demanded
by the Opposition parties,
including the Congress, the
CPM and the Nationalist
Congress party (NCP).

The steps taken by Patel
include a ban on beef con-
sumption in the Muslim-dom-
inated Lakshadweep, intro-
duction of a Goonda Act, a
proposal to disqualify pan-
chayat poll aspirants with more
than two children, and estab-

lishment of a development
authority with powers to
acquire land.

The steps has led to a
sharp division in the
Lakshadweep BJP unit with
president Abdul Khadee Haji
backing Patel but general sec-
retary Mohammad Kasim
describing the administrator

“authoritarian” saying his pro-
posals are against the interests
of islands. Kasim wrote a letter
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi opposing the proposals.

Kasim is of view that Patel’s
measures would lead to job
losses and harassment of peo-
ple. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Lakshadweep adminis-
tration has hit out at the

protest campaign, calling it
“misleading propaganda”.
Lakshadweep Collector S
Asker Ali called it a “motivat-
ed misinformation campaign,
which does not represent those
living in Lakshadweep”.
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From Page 1
An official statement issued by Chinmoy

Biswal, the Public Relation Officer (PRO) of
Delhi Police stated that prima facie, these state-
ments are not only mendacious but designed
to impede a lawful inquiry by a private enter-
prise.

“Twitter Inc. has taken upon itself, in the
garb of terms of service, to adjudicate the truth
or otherwise of documents in public space.
Twitter Inc. is purported to be both an inves-
tigating authority as well as an adjudicating
judicial authority. It has no legal sanction to
be either. The only legal entity, so empowered
by the duly laid down law, to investigate is the
Police and to adjudicate is the Courts,” it stat-
ed. “However, since Twitter Inc. claims to have
material information basis which it not only
‘investigated’ but arrived at a ‘conclusion’, it
must share that  information with the police.
There should not be any confusion about this
logical course,” it stated.

“The entire conduct by Twitter Inc,
including its Indian entity, in the last few days
has been obfuscator, diversionary and ten-
dentious.

There is one simple thing to do which
Twitter refuses to do. That is, cooperate with
the law enforcement and reveal to the legal
authority the information it has,” it further
stated.

From Page 1
We, alongside many in civil society in India

and around the world, have concerns with regards
to the use of intimidation tactics by the police in
response to enforcement of our global terms of ser-
vice, as well as with core elements of the new IT
rules, said Twitter’s Policy Division. 

“We plan to advocate for changes to elements
of these regulations that inhibit free, open public
conversation. We will continue our constructive
dialogue with the Indian Government and believe
it is critical to adopt a collaborative approach. We
believe that it is the collective responsibility of elect-
ed officials, industry, and civil society to safeguard
the interests of the public,” it added. 

Apart from its concerns over the police visit,
Twitter also said the company was concerned that
one person, the chief compliance officer, was being
made criminally liable for all the content on the
platform. “The requirement of proactive moni-
toring and a near blanket authority to the
Government and its agencies to seek information
about users represented a dangerous overreach,
which was inconsistent with democratic principles
followed in countries, the company said. 

In January and February, Twitter had initial-
ly refused to take down certain tweets about farmer
protests flagged by the IT Ministry for allegedly
“spreading misinformation” and having the poten-
tial to “lead to imminent violence affecting pub-
lic order situation in the country”.

From Page 1
The Ministry also said law making and

policy formulation is the “sole prerogative of
the sovereign” and a social media platform
like Twitter has no locus in dictating what
should India’s legal policy framework should
be. “The Government also wishes to emphat-
ically assure that representatives of social
media companies including Twitter are and
will always remain safe in India and there is
no threat to their personal safety and secu-
rity,” it said.

It also accused Twitter of having a dual
approach in responding to events concern-
ing the US and those concerning India.
“Twitter chose to take suo-moto action
against those users who it considered as per-
petrators of violence at the Capitol Hill in the
USA. But, just a few days after the unlawful
incidents on Red Fort in Delhi, Twitter
refused to take prompt action on the lawful
request made by the Government of India
to block contents,” the Government said.

Citing another example, it said Twitter
also chose to show the geo-location of cer-
tain locations in Ladakh as part of China at
a time when India and China were engaged
in peaceful resolution of border-related
issues through bilateral dialogue. “Twitter
took several days, that too only after repeat-
ed reminders, to rectify this blatant disrespect
to India’s sensitivity and territorial integri-
ty.”

The Government accused Twitter of hav-
ing “lack of responsibility” and said this has
led to “rampant proliferation of fake and
harmful content against India and Indians”.
“Promoting vaccine hesitancy has been
rampantly done through the use of Twitter
platform and yet Twitter has taken no
action. Is this commitment to the people of
India?” it asked.  “Twitter Inc., a USA-based
private company, in its communique says it
seeks ‘constructive dialogue’, ‘collaborative
approach’ from the Government of a sover-
eign democratic republic to ‘safeguard inter-
ests of the public’. It is time that Twitter dis-
abuses itself of this grandiosity and comply
with the laws of India,” the Government said.
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From Page 1
The BJP leader accused

Patel of running Lakshadweep
like a king. Patel, Kasim said,
has not taken anyone into con-
fidence and the BJP cannot
afford to continue him if the
party wants to expand its polit-
ical base in Lakshadweep.

Abdul Khader, the BJP
candidate in 2019 Lok Sabha
poll, however, backed Patel’s
measures saying they would
help develop the islands.
Maintaining that the Modi
Government’s welfare mea-
sures and development initia-
tives have got the people’s sup-
port in Lakshadweep, Khader
said. “Patel has been sent by the
Centre and he won’t take any
steps to harm the islands,” he
said.

But Khader too disagrees
on beef ban in Muslim major-
ity Lakshadweep.

Several Opposition parties
have criticised the steps saying
they would destroy unique
culture of the island.

On Wednesday, NCP

leader Sharad Pawar hit-out at
the decisions saying that they
would lead to the destruction
of traditional means of liveli-
hood and unique culture of the
island.

In a letter to the Prime
Minister, Pawar sought his
intervention, and said the deci-
sions taken by the administra-
tor were “unwarranted and
irrational”.

Pawar demanded that the
orders and decisions taken by
the incumbent authority of
Lakshadweep administration
be re-examined and necessary
directions be passed to the
Lakshadweep administration
to withdraw the unreasonable
and unwarranted orders.

The appointment of a new
administrator, who works in
close co-operation with people’s
representatives and takes a
holistic approach to work with
the native people, will be high-
ly appreciated, he said in the
letter.

Earlier in the day, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi accused
the “ignorant bigots in power”
of destroying the islands.

From Page 1
However,  he  belongs to

“Kurba” community whose
undisputed leader in the State is
Siddaramaiah, the former
Congress Chief Minister.
Eshwarappa had in April com-
plained to the State Governor
about  BSY’s  son meddling in
his Ministry. “When  BSY was
once forced to move out of the
BJP,  he damaged the party. But
after his return, he not only  un-
seated  Congress in the State but
the party also  won  25 LS seats
in 2019,” said Jagdish Shettigar,
a former RSS and BJP leader
hailing from Udupi, Karnataka.
He  pointed to the BJP’s dilem-
ma and its “hands-off ”
approach vis-a-vis BSY.

In their  latest attempt to
dislodge BSY, the rebels led by
State Tourism Minister Arvind
Bellad  had sought a meeting
with BJP president JP Nadda
and State-in-charge Arun Singh.
This was their second attempt
to reach-out to the Central
leaders in a fortnight  request-
ing  a change of guard in the

State.
The party leaders not only

refused to give the rebels any
audience but rubbished their
appeal by conveying that  “ such
demand is most unfortunate in
the time of Covid19”, sources
quoted them as saying.

Bellad, a Lingyat has been
aspiring to move up the ladder.
Besides, the name of Union
Parliamentary Minister Pralhad
Joshi, a Brahmin, has also been
propped by dissidents for the
CM’s post. BL Santosh, BJP gen-
eral secretary (organisation),
again a Brahmin from
Karnataka, who has been, for
long, critical of BSY style of
functioning also reportedly seen
by some as a possible  replace-
ment for the BSY (in the fash-
ion of Haryana CM Manohar
Khattar.) Earlier this month,
Karnataka Home Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, a Lingyat,
had denied speculation that he
is being considered as a replace-
ment for BSY as the next CM. 

All the while, BSY remained
cool saying “the only thing
before him is Covid19, con-
trolling it..”.

From Page 1
“We asked them not to repatriate him

to Antigua. He needs to return to India
where he can face the criminal charges lev-
eled against him,” Antigua News Room, a
media outlet, quoted Browne’s interaction
with journalists in Antigua and Barbuda.

Reports also ascribed Browne as say-
ing that Antigua will not accept Choksi
back into his country. Browne said he has
requested Dominica PM Skerrit and law
enforcement agencies to not return Choksi
to Antigua where he has legal and consti-
tutional protection as a citizen.

Choksi is currently in the custody of
the Criminal Investigation Department
(CID) in Dominica after he was nabbed fol-
lowing a Yellow Notice of the Interpol
issued at the behest of Antigua to trace him.

Choksi has acquired Antiguan citi-
zenship through an investment programme
there and has been staying in the island

country since his flight from India in
January 2018 before he fled to Dominica
on Sunday.“Dominica has agreed (for
Choksi’s repatriation). We will not accept
him back.’

He made a monumental error by skip-
ping the island. Dominican Government
and law enforcement are cooperating and
we have informed Indian government to
have him repatriated to India,” Browne was
reported to have said.

Choksi is facing extradition proceed-
ings as also a case for revocation of his cit-
izenship in Antigua.Choksi and his nephew
Nirav Modi are wanted for allegedly
siphoning off Rs 13,500 crore of public
money from the state-run Punjab National
Bank (PNB), using Letters of Undertaking
and Letters of Credit.

Choksi’s nephew Modi is in a London
prison after repeated denial of bail and is
contesting extradition to India. Both are
facing separate investigations by the CBI
and Enforcement Directorate.

From Page 1
Incidentally, the specula-

tion about the expansion and
reshuffle in Yogi Cabinet was in
the air after the recent meeting
of Sar Karyawah of RSS
Datttraya Hosbole with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
senior BJP leaders in Delhi and
in-house meeting in Lucknow.

The centre of the specula-
tion is Arvind Kumar Sharma,
a close aide of Modi, who was
made MLC in January this year.
There is speculation he might be
included in the Yogi
Government and given a promi-
nent position.

After the formation of Yogi
Adityanath Government in the
State on March 19, 2017, the
Cabinet was extended on
August 22, 2019. There were 56
members in his Cabinet. After
three Ministers Vijay Kumar
Kashyap, Chetan Chauhan and
Kamala Rani Varun, died due to
coronavirus infection, the
strength of the Ministry came
down to 53.

From Page 1
However, on May 22, Dr Paul called for

treading cautiously. “It is plausible. But there
needs to be more studies. It can’t be said
definitively that mixing of doses can be prac-
tised. There is no robust scientific evidence,”
he had said. The combination of doses of
Covid-19 vaccines started gaining prelim-
inary results from the trial of more than 600
people - announced in an online presenta-
tion on May 18- are the first to show the
benefits of combining different coron-
avirus vaccines, as published in a Spanish
journal. 

A UK trial of a similar strategy was said
to be reported on safety data last week, and
is expected to deliver further findings on
immune responses soon. 

According to reports, various European
countries are already mulling  such com-
binations so that some or all people who
were given a first dose of the vaccine devel-
oped by the University of Oxford, UK, and

AstraZeneca in Cambridge, UK, can get
another vaccine for their second dose.

Researchers hope that such mix-and-
match COVID-19 vaccination regimens will
trigger stronger, more robust immune
responses than will two doses of a single vac-
cine, while simplifying immunization efforts
for countries facing fluctuating supplies of
the various vaccines.

In the UK, Public Health England too
has taken a similar stance. After the
Government delayed second vaccine doses
for up to 12 weeks so that more people could
get their first jab and at least some protec-
tion, health officials acknowledged that, in
exceptional circumstances, mismatched
doses may be given to those who come in
for their second booster only to find that the
vaccine they originally had is not available. 

However, the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention on April 22 warned
against the mixing of vaccines unless there
are “exceptional situations”, such as a short-
age of the first-dose vaccine because of pro-
duction or distribution problems.

From Page 1
According to CIABC, for

instance, in Chhattisgarh intro-
duction of super distributor has
led to suppression of sales,
and in West Bengal mid-year
changes in excise policy have
led to further decline in sales.
“We are also concerned regard-
ing Meghalaya, where pro-
posed introduction of super
distributor where there is no
need for it, may lead to collapse
of sales,” Giri noted.

The Uttar Pradesh admin-
istration has allowed opening
of liquor shops from 7 am to 1
pm in the State while Haryana
has also allowed opening of
liquor shops with some restric-
tion. But, Delhi has not allowed
opening of liquor shops due to
higher cases of COVID-19.
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New Delhi: Amidst the grow-
ing concern of coronavirus
infection reaching remote vil-
lages in the country,
Chhattisgarh has good news to
share. Over 10 thousand vil-
lages in the State are completely
infection free as the virus has
either not been able to reach
here or those infected have
already recovered.

At present there is not a
single Covid-19 case in theses
villages, this was possible due
to the prompt measures initi-
ated by the Chhattisgarh
Government to prevent infec-
tion from reaching these vil-
lages.
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Amaravati: The Andhra Pradesh
Government has converted Road
Transport Corporation (RTC) buses
into treatment facilities for Covid
patients who live in remote and inac-
cessible areas of the State.

Transport Minister Perni
Venkataramaiah on Thursday said
that the RTC sleeper buses, equipped
with oxygen cylinders, would be sta-
tioned in forest areas, which lack ade-
quate medical and health infrastruc-
ture. So far, these modified buses are
being stationed at Buttayigudem, KR
Puram and other places under the for-
est agency areas of the State. IANS

Guwahati: The Numaligarh
Refinery (NRL), which was com-
missioned as per the provisions
of the 1985 Assam Accord, would
increase its capacity from the
existing 3 million metric tonnes
(MMT) to 9 MMT, besides
bringing 6 MMT crude oil to
Assam from Odisha, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said on Thursday.

Addressing the media here,
Sarma said that after NRL brings
the crude oil from Paradeep in
Odisha through pipeline, it
would be refined in Assam and
then the oil would be exported to
Bangladesh, Myanmar and other

Indian States.
He said the crude oil from

Paradeep would substantially
raise the capacity of the three
refineries in Assam –
Bongaigaon, Guwahati and NRL.

Earlier, Assam's crude oil
used to be sent to Barauni, but
now 6 MMT crude oil would
come to the State.

Accompanied by Assam
Finance Minister Ajanta Neog,
Industry and Commerce
Minister Chandra Mohan
Patowary and Minister for
Implementation of Assam
Accord Atul Bora, the Chief
Minister said that the capacity of

NRL would be increased from
the existing 3 MMT to 9 MMT
by 2024 and the Central govern-
ment has given the necessary
approval for this purpose.

He said the Assam govern-
ment's stake in the NRL would be
augmented from the existing
12.35 per cent to 26 per cent, for
which it would have to invest 
� 2,187 crore.

Set up in eastern Assam's
Duliajan, the NRL was commis-
sioned as per the provisions of
the 1985 Assam Accord, signed
after six years of Assam agitation
launched to eject "illegal immi-
grants" from the State. IANS
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In what is thought to be a
first-of-its-kind case, the

city’s Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
(SGRH) reported a white fun-
gus infection which caused
severe ulceration and gangrene
of the intestine with multifocal
perforations in the food pipe,
the small and large bowel in a
Covid-19 patient.

A 49-year-old woman was
admitted to the SGRH on May
13 with complaints of severe
abdominal pain, vomiting and
constipation. A CT scan of the-
abdomen revealed free air and
moderate amount of free fluid
in theabdominal cavity sug-
gestive of an intestinal perfo-
ration.

Doctors placed a tube
inside the abdomen and
drained about one litreof bile
stained pus. An emergency
surgery was conducted the
next day by a team of surgeons
led by Dr Samiran Nundy of
the Department of Surgical
Gastroenterology and Liver
Transplantation

Dr Nundy said that the
perforation in the lower end of
the food pipe was revealed
after the surgery. 

“A part of the small intes-
tine had developed gangrene
and sloughed off and she had
multiple thinned-out patches in
the wall of the colon with one
small leak.  The perforations
were closed and the gan-
grenous segment was resected
in adifficult surgery lasting for
four hours after which a piece
of the intestinewas sent for
biopsy,” he said.

“The biopsy of the intesti-
nal segment showed the pres-
ence of severeulceration of the
intestinal wall with resultant
perforation and necrosis caused
by invasive Candida pseudo-
hyphae - the white fungus.

She was immediately start-
ed on anti-fungals and showed
remarkableimprovement,” said
Dr (Prof ) Anil Arora,
Chairman, Institute of Liver,
Gastroenterology and
Pancreaticobiliary Sciences.

However, five days later,
she had to undergo a second
surgery for asmall leak from the
anastomotic site. She is cur-
rently recovering from it, said
Dr Aurobindo of the
Department of Liver
Transplantation and GI
Surgery.

Dr Arora added: “The
Covid-19 virus has been
known to affect the lungs and
upper respiratory tract.
Infection of the intestine by the
black fungus (Mucormycosis)
secondary to steroid use has

been recently reported but
white fungus (Candida) caus-
ing severe ulceration and gan-
grene of the intestine present-
ing with multifocal perforations
in the esophagus, small bowel
and large bowel in the setting
of Covid-19 infection has not
been reported in literature to
the best of our knowledge.”

As the exact mechanism is
unknown, the probable expla-
nation involves an unholy com-
bination of three states causing
immune suppression: A malig-
nancy (carcinoma breast),
recent chemotherapy and a
superimposed Covid-19 infec-
tion, he said.

“All three factors conspired
together in her case bringing
down theimmune system to
dismally low levels resulting in
the turning of a normalinhab-
itant of the intestine called
Candida into a monstrous
invasive formresulting in mul-
tifocal intestinal perforations
with resultant shockand sep-
ticemia,” he added.
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Soon after the US pharma
company sought fast-track

approval for its jab in India,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday sought
procurement of the Pfizer
Covid-19 vaccine as soon as
possible to inoculate children
in the national Capital.

“We should procure this
vaccine as soon as possible for
our children,” Kejriwal tweet-
ed, citing a news story on the
fast-track approval sought by
the company.

The Delhi Chief Minister
has been requesting the
Central Government to
explore suitable vaccine
options, citing the opinion of
experts that a possible third
wave of the corona pandemic
in the coming months may
affect children.

The Delhi Government
has also suggested that the
Centre shouldvaccinate stu-
dents and teachers if it decides
to conduct Class 12

Board exams that have

been delayed due to the second
wave of the virus.

The US major has told
Indian authorities that its vac-
cine is suitable for everyone
aged 12 years or above and can
be stored for a month at two-
eight degrees Celsius, sources
had said.

Pfizer, which has offered
five crore doses to India
between July and October,
recently held a series of inter-
actions with the Indian
Government authorities.

It has shared with author-
ities the most recent data points
regarding efficacy trials and
approvals for its vaccine in var-
ious countries and by the
World Health Organisation.
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At least 1,072 cases of Covid-
19  were reported in the

national Capital on Thursday
while the positivity rate stood
at 1.52 per cent.

According to the daily
health bulletin, issued by the
Delhi Health department, this
is the fifth day in a row when
the daily cases in Delhi have
remained below 2,000 and the
second consecutive day when
the cases are below 1,500. The
national Capital recorded 117
more Covid-19 fatalities, the
lowest since April 15.

The number of deaths
reported on Thursday (117) is
the lowest since April 15 when
the national Capital had report-
ed 112 fatalities. The city had
recorded 1,491 cases and 130
fatalities on Wednesday with a
positivity rate of 1.93 per cent.

Delhi  recorded 1,568 cases and
156 fatalities on Tuesday, while
the positivity rate was 2.14 per
cent.

On Monday, the national
Capital had recorded 1,550
fresh cases of Covid-19 and 207
fatalities while the positivity
rate was 2.52 per cent. 

On Sunday, 1,649 cases
and 189 deaths were recorded,
while the positivity rate was
2.42 per cent.

Since April 19, both daily
cases and single-day death
count had been spiralling up
with over 28,000 cases and 277
deaths recorded on April 20;
rising to 306 f atalities on April
22. On May 2, the city had reg-
istered a record 407 deaths,
according to the official data.

A total of 70.068 tests were
conducted a day ago, according
to the health bulletin on
Thursday.
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Delhi Police has arrested
32-year-old YouTuber on

charges of cruelty against an
animal for allegedly shooting a
video wherein he tied his pet-
dog with helium gas balloons
and risked it’s life by setting it
afloat in South Delhi.

The accused identified as
Gaurav Sharma is a resident of
Panchsheel Vihar in south
Delhi’s Malviya Nagar and he
has 4.15 million subscribers for
his YouTube channel.
According to Atul Kumar
Thakur, the DCP, South dis-
trict, the matter came to notice
after a complaint was received
at the Malviya Nagar police sta-
tion by Gaurav Gupta, a mem-
ber of ‘People for Animals
Society.’ He alleged that Sharma
had made a video where they
were seen to have tied their pet
dog with helium balloons and
later they let loose the balloons
thereby making the dog fly in
the air and hence, risking its
life. The video was shot on
May 21 and the purported
video has been removed from
his YouTube channel,” said the
DCP.” Based on the complaint,
a case was registered under
Section 188 (Disobedience to
order duly promulgated by
public servant) of Indian Penal
Code, Disaster Management
Act and other relevant sections
of Prevention to Cruelty to
Animal Act at Malviya Nagar
police station,” said the DCP.

��"���������� 678�97*"1

The Delhi Government on Thursday issued
regulations under the Epidemic Diseases Act

(EDA) on black fungus. Lieutenant-Governor,
Anil Baijal subjected the regulations citing the
threat of a Mucormycosis outbreak in the nation-
al Capital.

According to the notification, all
Government and private healthcare facilities and
medical institutions are required to follow the
guidelines for screening, diagnosis and man-
agement of the diseases issued by the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW), the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) as
amended from time to time.  The gazette noti-
fication says: “These regulations may be called
‘The Delhi Epidemic Diseases (Mucormycosis)
Regulations, 2021’ and shall come into force at
once. They will remain valid for one year from
the date of publication in the official gazette.”

Further, all medical institutions will report
each and every suspected or confirmed case of
Mucormycosis to the Health Department
through the concerned Medical
Superintendent/Medical Director/Hospital

Incharge/Chief District Medical Officer
(CDMO) of the concerned district. “No per-
son/institution or organisation will spread any
information or material for management of
Mucormycosis without prior permission from
Department of Health and Family Welfare, the
Government of NCT of Delhi,” it read further.

The guidelines make it mandatory for all
such facilities to report suspected and confirmed
cases to the health department through district-
level officers and the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Program (IDSP).

Further, any person or institution disobey-
ing these regulations or order issued under these
regulations shall be deemed to have committed
as offence punishable under Section 188 of the
Indian Penal Code – 45 of 1,860.
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Aplea to restrain the media
from ‘sensationalising’ the

trial of wrestler and Olympic
medallist Sushil Kumar in con-
nection with the death of a 23-
year old man, and seeking
rules for reporting criminal
cases, was mentioned on
Thursday before the Delhi
High Court which agreed to
hear it on May 28.

The petition was men-
tioned before a Bench of Chief
Justice DN Pateland Justice
Jyoti Singh which allowed it to
be listed for hearing onFriday.

The plea has been moved
by a law student alleging that
Kumar’s careerand reputation
has been damaged by the
media’s reporting of the case
against him in connection with
the Chhatrasal Stadium brawl
that led to the death of the 23-
year-old wrestler.

On May 23, a Delhi court
sent Kumar to six-day police
custody for interrogation in
connection with the killing of
a fellow wrestler, saying the
allegations against him are
serious in nature and that no
one is above the law.

Kumar and his associates
allegedly assaulted wrestler
Sagar Dhankar(23) and two of
his friends, Sonu and Amit
Kumar, at the
Chhatrasalstadium here on the
intervening night of May 4 and
5. Sagar succumbed to the
injuries later.
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Highlighting the acute
shortage of vaccines in

the national Capital, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA
Atishi said on Thursday that
around 34,000 people were
vaccinated in Delhi on May 26
and the majority of jabs were
provided by private hospitals.

The AAP leader also said
42 per cent of the people (24.32
lakh) in the 45 plus category
have received at least one dose
of vaccine. “This is the fourth
day; no vaccination for youth
between 18 and 44 in any of the
Government schools of Delhi
is done. 

Both Covaxin and
Covishield’s stock has ended for
the youth. This is a cause of
concern as youth was the only
group which does not have any
vaccine hesitancy and coming
in large numbers to register
themselves on CoWIN and
getting vaccinated,” she said.

She added that there are
many vaccines approved by
WHO are available in the inter-
national market which have not
been approved by the centre
yet. “Vaccines like Pfizer,
Moderna, and Johnson &
Johnson.
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With over 6.49 lakh people
in Gurugram being vac-

cinated, the district became the
first in Haryana to inoculate so
many people. 

According to the health
officials, so far over 5,07,000
people in the district have
been administered the first
dose of the vaccine while over
1,42,000 people have received
the second dose.

“Under the vaccination
campaign 59,191 healthcare
workers have so far received the
first dose of the Covid vaccine
and 37,161 workers have
received the second dose,” Dr
Yash Garg, Deputy
Commissioner, Gurugram said.

Similarly, around 51,213
frontline workers have received
the first dose of the Covid vac-
cine and 36,001 people have
been administered with the
second dose, Dr Garg said.

Also, around 88,080 people
in the 18 plus age group have
also received the Covid jab.
Health officials said testing is
being done to curtail the Covid
infections in Gurugram. In the
last 24 hours the health
department has conducted
5,493 Covid tests. 

According to the figures
from the health department,
the number of total active case
in Gurugram district is 2,554
out of which 2,145 patients are
in home isolation.
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In the last 50 years (1970-
2019), as many as 117

cyclones hit India and claimed
over 40,000 lives, according to
a study on extreme weather
events. However, the study
stated that the mortality rate
due to tropical cyclones has
come down significantly over
the past 10 years. 

A total of 7,063 extreme
weather events killed 1,41,308
people during the 50-year
period in the country, which
included 40,358 (or 28 per
cent) due to cyclones and
65,130 (a little over 46 per
cent) due to floods, the study
said. 

The research paper pub-
lished earlier this year has
been authored by M Rajeevan,
Secretary of Ministry of Earth
Sciences, along with scien-
tists Kamaljit Ray, S S Ray, R
K Giri and A P Dimri.
Kamaljit Ray is the lead author
of the paper.

The study assumes signif-
icance against the backdrop of
the back-to-back severe
cyclones, Tauktae and Yaas,
hitting India's western and

eastern coasts respectively,
leaving a trail of destruction. 

The study stated that the
number of deaths due to
cyclones has come down sig-
nificantly in the last two
decades, whose latter years
have witnessed much
improvement in the IMD's
weather forecast abilities.

In 1971, the study said,
four tropical cyclones devel-
oped in the Bay of Bengal
within a period of about six
weeks. Of these, the most
destructive one struck the
Odisha coast. About 10,000
people were reported to have
lost their lives, and more than
one million rendered home-

less, it said.
In 1977, two tropical

cyclones developed over the
Bay of Bengal during
November 9-20, out of which
the second one (Chirala
cyclone) which was a very
severe tropical cyclone with a
wind speed of the order of 200
kilometres per hour along

with tidal waves 5 metres
high, hit coastal Andhra
Pradesh, the study said.

The estimated mortalities
were around 10,000 and total
damage to infrastructure and
crops was more than USD 25
million. The decade from
1970-1980 alone recorded over
20,000 mortalities due to
cyclones. 

“Overall, the analysis
showed that the mortality rate
associated with tropical
cyclones decreased by almost
88 per cent in the last decade
(2010–2019) in comparison to
the earlier decade (2000–2009)
despite the significant increas-
ing trend of severe tropical
cyclones during the post-mon-
soon season over Bay of
Bengal,” the paper stated.

India Meteorological
Department Director General
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said
the reason for declining fatal-
ities during cyclones over the
years was due to improvement
in IMD's forecast abilities.
Earlier, storm surge was the
major reason behind fatalities,
but now deaths are caused
mostly by the collapse of a tree
or a house now, he said.
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The Centre on Thursday
granted a one-year exten-

sion of service to incumbent
chiefs  of  Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) and
Intelligence Bureau (IB),
Samant Kumar Goel and
Arvind Kumar respectively,
who were due to retire on
June 30.

Goel, a 1984-batch IPS
officer from Punjab cadre,
would continue to be the
Secretary of Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) for a

one-year period beyond the
presence tenure, according
to an official order.

Likewise, Kumar, an IPS
off icer of  Assam and
Meghalaya cadre, will con-
tinue as  Director of
Intelligence Bureau for a peri-
od of  one year af ter  
June 30.

The extensions were
cleared by the Appointments
Committee of Cabinet, read
the separate orders, signed by
secretary of the ACC and
Establishment Off icer
Srinivas R Katikithala.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday

launched an online medical
consultation platform to ensure
hassle-free health services for
Armed forces' personnel and
veterans.

Speaking after the virtual
launch, he said the online out-
patient platform will ensure
widespread access to quality
health services in remote areas
besides reducing the load on
the hospitals.

"This is a very important
step taken at a very critical time
for the health of service per-
sonnel," the Defence Minister
said even as he outlined that the
Central Government was con-
stantly monitoring the Covid-
19 situation and taking appro-
priate steps to fight it.

He said the second wave of
the disease is more dangerous
and unpredictable than the
first one and lauded the role of

the armed forces in contribut-
ing to the national effort to
meet this challenge.

He pointed out that the
Central Government has taken
steps to improve the supply of
medicines, medical oxygen and
other equipment through high-
level committees and a group
of ministers.

Chief of Defence
Staff(CDS) General Bipin
Rawat, Army Chief General M
M Naravane and Navy Chief
Admiral Karambir Singh were
among those who attended
the event.

Rajnath also talked about
the anti-Covid oral drug 2-
deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG)
developed by the Institute of
Nuclear Medicine and Allied
Sciences (INMAS), a leading
laboratory of the DRDO, in
collaboration with Dr Reddy's
Laboratories (DRL),
Hyderabad.

He said the drug has yield-
ed good results.
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Thursday said that conditions
are favourable for the onset of
monsoon over Kerala around
May 31, a day ahead of its usual
date.

“Monsoon has advanced
into some more parts of
Maldives-Comorin area,
Southwest and east-central Bay
of Bengal, most parts of
Southeast Bay of Bengal and
some parts of west-central Bay
of Bengal on Thursday,” the
IMD said. The normal onset
date of seasonal rains over the
Indian mainland is June 1.

The IMD has warned that
strong winds attaining speeds
of 40 to 50 kmph are likely over
the Kerala coast till May 29.

According to Skymet, a
private weather forecaster,
cyclone Yaas expedited the
advance of monsoon over these
parts and the next stop is
mainland India anytime soon.
Monsoon countdown starts
amidst a change of guard over
the Pacific Ocean. A La Nina
advisory is no longer in effect

and ENSO neutral conditions
are present.

Due to Yaas, Nawana
received 28 mm rainfall, Joda-
27 mm, Joshipur-25 mm,
Lathikata-21 mm, Jhumpura-
21 mm, Champua-20 mm,
Keonjhargarh-20 mm,
Panposh-20 mm, Basudevpur-
19 mm, Chandikhol-17 mm,
Karanjia-17 mm, Rajgangpur-
14 mm, Mandira Dam-14 mm,
Swam-Patna-13 mm, Deogarh-
13 mm, Tiring-12 mm, Udala-
11 mm, Gurundia-11 mm,
Barkote-11 mm, Hatadihi-11
mm, Tihidi-11 mm, Pallahara-
11 mm in Odisha.

Monsoon is likely to arrive
over Kerala on May 31 a day
ahead of its normal arrival
date of June 1, with a possible

error margin of plus/minus
four days, IMD had said on
May 14. 

The monsoon season,
which begins on June 1, is cru-
cial for summer crops and
brings about 70% of India’s
annual rainfall. It is critical to
the country’s agriculture, which
is one of the mainstays of its
economy. Monsoon spurs farm
produce and improves rural
spending. It is the lifeline for
about 60% of the country’s net
cultivated area, which has no
irrigation. The monsoon
impacts inflation, jobs, and
industrial demand. Good farm
output keeps a lid on food
inflation. Ample harvests raise
rural incomes and help inject
demand into the economy.
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The Government is in a fix
over the insistence of for-

eign vaccine manufacturers,
US-based Pfizer and Moderna
and J&J, on providing indem-
nification or protection from
compensation claims in case of
adverse events before they roll
out the jabs in India, given that
the Indian companies, Bharat
Biotech and Serum Institute of
India (SII), do not enjoy any
such legal shield.

In other words, any com-
pany providing vaccines here
will have to follow the rules of
the land. The SII’s indemnifi-
cation request was turned
down by the Government last
year itself.

The foreign vaccine mak-
ers want that “if a person expe-
riences severe side-effects after
being administered the Covid-
19 jab, he/she cannot sue Pfizer
or Moderna in the US as they
have been granted immunity
from liability. The person can-
not slap a legal case against the
US government for damages
either,” experts explained,
adding that the protection is for
the next three years. To date,
India has not provided any
manufacturer of a Covid-19
vaccine indemnity against the
costs of compensation for any
severe side effects.

The experts, however, said
that the Government needs to

make up its mind quickly as
dilly dallying in the matter
would only further delay in
achieving the vaccination tar-
gets.  Amid acute shortage of
vaccine availability, the
Government on Thursday
claimed that it is moving
towards ensuring at least one
crore vaccinations per day
soon.

“ We made providing 43
lakh doses in a day possible.
We should bring it up to 73
lakh in the next 3 weeks. We
should make a system to
achieve it,” said Dr VK Paul,
Member-Health, Niti Aayog.
The Government is under
intense pressure to provide
the vaccine to the people and
has been maintaining that as
soon as Pfizer indicated vac-
cine availability, one can hope
for its  earl iest  possible 
import.

Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar too is in the US
especially for the purpose of
ensuring vaccine 
imports.

According to sources,
Pfizer has told the Government
that its jab has shown "high
effectiveness" against the SARS-
CoV-2 variant prevalent in
India and on people of Indian
ethnicity or nationality, while
it is suitable for everyone aged
12 years or above and can be
stored for a month at 2-8
degrees.
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The Centre on Thursday
came out with a detailed

counter to States’ allegations of
closure of supply of vaccines to
them saying it was the States
which wanted “flexibility” and
“a say” in procurement of vac-
cines and it was in view of their
demand that a new “decen-
tralised” system was brought in. 

As per the system, the
Government said, the Centre
was to procure 50 per cent of
vaccines produced domestical-
ly for States for free for 45+
group and a special channel was
to be created for the remaining
50 per cent which the State
Governments and private hos-
pitals could purchase.

In a statement titled ‘Myths
& Facts on India’s Vaccination
Process’, Dr VK Paul, Member-
Health, Niti Aayog, listed out
seven ‘myths’ ranging from
the Centre abdicating its
responsibility to the states, not
doing enough to buy vaccines
from abroad, not giving
enough vaccines to the States
and not approving vaccines
available globally among oth-
ers. He asserted that these are
arising due to “distorted state-
ments, half truths and blatant
lies”.

He said the Centre ran the
entire vaccine programme
from January to April and it

was quite well-administrated
compared to the situation in
May. “But States, who had not
even achieved good coverage of
healthcare workers and front-
line workers in 3 months,
wanted to open up the process
of vaccination and wanted
more decentralisation,” he
stressed.

“Health is a State subject
and the liberalised vaccine pol-
icy was a result of the incessant
requests being made by the
states to give them more power.
The fact that global tenders
have not given any results only
reaffirm what we have been

telling the States from day one:
that vaccines are in short sup-
ply in the world and it is not
easy to procure them at short
notice,” he maintained against
the backdrop of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal com-
plaining about foreign vaccine
makers not being ready to deal
with States and the global ten-
ders floated by States not evok-
ing a warm response from
these manufacturers.

Incidentally, a number of
Opposition Chief Ministers
and leaders had sought for
more power to the States in the
vaccine procurement process.

Facing accusations of
delay in placing orders for vac-
cines, the government said it
has been pursuing Pfizer, J&J
and Moderna since mid-2020
for the earliest possible
imports, and has even waived
local trials for well-established
foreign vaccine makers.
"Buying vaccines internation-
ally is not similar to buying
''off-the-shelf '' items," Paul
maintained.

On allegations by some
states that the Centre is not giv-
ing enough vaccines to the
states, it pointed out that the
Centre is allotting enough vac-
cines to the states in a trans-
parent manner as per agreed
guidelines.

"The behaviour of some of
our leaders, who in spite of full
knowledge of the facts on vac-
cine supply, appear on TV
daily and create panic among
the people is very unfortunate.
This is not the time to play pol-
itics. We need everyone to
unite in this fight," the state-
ment said.

The Government also dis-
missed a report published by
The New York Times on India's
Covid death toll and called it
"completely baseless and false".
In its report, the NYT esti-
mated that India's "real" Covid
death toll could be way higher
than what has officially been
reported.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday chaired

a high-level meeting to review
the National Digital Health
Mission (NDHM) that sug-
gested that a Unified Health
Interface (UHI) should "soon
be rolled out."

Chairing the meet, the
Prime Minister said that the
mission will bring ease of liv-
ing for citizens as they can avail
a large number of health ser-
vices via it. The meeting
expected that the UHI would
be soon rolled out.

"It will allow users to
search, book and avail neces-
sary healthcare services such as

tele-consultations or labora-
tory tests. The system will
ensure that only verified
healthcare providers join the

ecosystem", a statement from
the Prime Minister's Office
said.

This interface  is likely to

"unleash a digital health tech
revolution with innovations
and various services for citi-
zens. In such a manner, health-
care infrastructure and human
resources can also be utilised in
a more efficient manner across
the nation", the statement said.

On August 15, 2020, dur-
ing his Independence Day
address,  Prime Minister had
announced the launch of
NDHM. Since then, the digital

modules and registries have
been developed and the mis-
sion has been rolled out in six
Union Territories. 

So far, nearly 11.9 lakh
Health IDs have been generat-
ed and 3106 doctors and 1490
facilities have registered on
the platform.

The meeting also discussed
the concept of UPI e-Voucher
developed by National
Payment Corporation of India
(NPCI). 

This digital payment
option will enable financial
transactions linked to specific
purposes which can be used
only by the intended user. It can
be useful for targeted and effi-
cient delivery of various gov-

ernment schemes and an
immediate use of UPI e-
Voucher could be healthcare
services.

Modi directed that steps be
expedited to expand operations
under the NDHM.   He
observed that though the tech-
nical platform and building up
of registries are inevitable
essential elements, the utility of
the platform to the citizens will
be visible only by way of
enabling citizens across the
country to avail of services like
tele consultation with a Doctor,
availing services of a lab, trans-
ferring test reports or health
records digitally to the Doctor
and paying digitally for any of
the above services.
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India is witnessing a down-
swing in the second wave of

Covid-19 and hopefully it will
be sustained even when restric-
tions are gently, systematically
and cautiously relaxed, the
Government said on Thursday
as it pointed out a steady
decline in new infections
recorded in the country for the
last 20 days, with 24 States wit-
nessing a dip in active cases
since the last week.

The country continues to
note stabilisation of second
wave in most parts, both by the
number of cases and positivi-
ty rate, and despite a sustained
and high overall testing cover-
age which is “reassuring”, NITI
Aayog member (Health) V K
Paul said at a Press conference
here.

“We are achieving this in
face of very significant restric-
tions in most states in addition
to other tools and operations,
including testing and Covid
appropriate behaviour and vac-
cination efforts. Nonetheless, it
is reassuring that we are on the
downswing of the second  wave
and we do hope and believe
that it will be sustained even
when restrictions are gently,
systematically and cautiously
opened up,” he said.

Health ministry Joint
Secretary Lav Agarwal  said
while Covid-19 testing has

increased manifold, a steady
decline in weekly COVID-19
positivity rate has been seen
since the last three weeks.

Paul said the vaccination
pace should pick up in July.
“We have a total of 51.6 crore
doses, a large proportion of it
is available and has to be used
in an efficient manner.  Bharat
Biotech which started with 90
lakh capacity is ramping up and
it is well within our expectation
that it can reach ten times the
production level to 10 crore per
month in the next few months,”
he said.

Paul said similarly the
Serum Institute of India is also
ramping up vaccine production
from 6.5 crore per month to 11
crore or even more in months
to come. Other vaccines in the
pipeline are also moving close
to increasing supplies such as
Sputnik, Zydus and Genova
vaccines so steady progress is
being made.
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As it takes a natural calami-
ty to bring Narendra Modi

and Mamata Banerjee to return
to the dialogue table the Prime
Minister and Bengal Chief
Minister will hold a brief dis-
cussion on the extent of dam-
age left by super cyclone Yaas
that on Wednesday hit coastal
Bengal and Odisha.

The duo will speak to each
other for the first time since the
Trinamool Congress roared
back to power on May 2 defeat-
ing BJP in the State Assembly
elections which saw unprece-
dented washing of dirty linen
in public.

The Prime Minister would
meet her on Friday at
Kalaikunda airport from where
he would fly off to Delhi after
making an aerial survey of
Odisha and parts of East
Midnapore, Banerjee on
Thursday said.

Bengal might have suf-
fered a loss in the vicinity of
�15,000 crore in the super
cyclone that conspired with a
full moon high tide to burst 134
dams and inundate large tracts
of land with saline water leav-
ing lakhs of fishes dead, ren-
dering thousands of village
ponds useless and reducing
thousands of hectares of land
unworthy of cultivation in four

districts of East Midnapore,
two 24 Parganas and Howrah
the Chief Minister informed.

“The Prime Minister is
coming to Bengal tomorrow.
He will first go to Balasore,
Jaleswar and Bhadrak in
Odisha and after that, he will
land at Kalaikunda in West
Midnapore via Digha in East
Midnapore to assess the extent
of damage, due to cyclone
Yaas. He will meet me at
Kalaikunda” enroute to Delhi,
Banerjee said adding after her
meeting with the Prime
Minister she would herself go
to Digha from where she would
make an aerial survey of East
Midnapore the next day.

Before meeting Modi the
Chief Minister Banerjee would
make an aerial survey of the vil-
lages of North and South 24

Parganas. “Before the meeting
with the PM, I will have an aer-
ial survey at Sandeshkhali and
Hingalganj in North 24

Parganas. Then, I will visit
Sagar Island at South 24
Parganas to review the damage
and devastation due to post
Yaas,” Banerjee said adding
though it would not be imme-
diately possible to calculate
the extent of damage “a pre-
liminary ground report
received by me puts it at about
�15,000 crore considering the
loss of both moveable and
immoveable properties.”

The Chief Minister who on
Thursday sanctioned an initial
government grant of �1,000
crore said her Government
would start “Duarey Traan”
(relief at doorsteps) pro-
gramme “where a task force of

government officials will first
visit the localities to assess the
damage and accept application
forms from the people seeking
help and then “after making an
assessment the Government
will directly send the relief
amount to the accounts of the
people affected.”

Interestingly in an apparent
bid to avoid controversy the
local TMC leadership and pan-
chayats are being kept out of
the monetary part of the relief
programme one was told. The
whole process of assessment of
loss and granting of relief
would take a month’s time, the
Chief Minister said adding
sectors like agriculture, elec-

tricity, fishery, animal hus-
bandry, horticulture were the
worst affected due to the
cyclone.

To avoid allegations,
“regarding hoarding of relief
materials that embarrassed the
state administration,” post
cyclone Amphan last “this time
the Chief Minister will per-
sonally instruct officials and
supervise the relief operations
and ensure that they reach the
affected,” a senior official at the
CMO said adding while more
than a one crore of people were
affected by the cyclone “a total
15 lakh people have been evac-
uated and are presently kept at
various shelter homes.”

��
��������
"	��� !)*!���

Bengal will extend its lockdown-
like restrictions for another

fortnight beginning May 31, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee said on
Thursday adding the Board exams
for Classes CII and X would be held
between last week of July and the
last week of August.

“Though I do not consider it a
lockdown and will rather like to call
it restrictions as most of the estab-
lishments are open within limited
hours the Government will extend
such restrictions beyond May 31 till
June 15 after which a review will be
done,” Banerjee said.

Accordingly the markets will
remain open from 7 till 10 am
everyday whereas saree and jew-
ellery shops will open between 12
and 3 pm,

Banerjee said. Allowing the jute
mills will to function with addi-
tional 10 percent attendance
Banerjee said “there is huge pres-
sure for products from Punjab
and so we are increasing the atten-

dance in jute industries by 10 per-
cent and hence forward they will be
allowed to work with 40 percent
attendance.”

Banerjee also said that the
Government would allow con-
struction sites to function provid-
ed they got their workers vaccinated
in private hospitals and made their
in-house living arrangements for
them.

The transports including local
trains and metro, schools, colleges
and government and private offices
would remain closed at least till
June 15, the Chief Minister said
even as the daily infections in
Bengal reported a marked reduc-
tion from more than 19,000 per day
to 16,800 cases on Thursday. There
were 153 deaths in the past 24
hours.

BOARD EXAMS
Speaking about Board exams

the Chief Minister said “Class XII
exams will be held only for the
compulsory subjects (numbering
15) in the last week of July.” The

exams will be completed by the first
week of August where after the
Class X exams would start with
reduced syllabus and for reduced
hours and for compulsory subjects
(numbering seven) only .

With this, West Bengal has
become one of the first states in the
country to announce dates for
board exams. “We understand the
importance of these two examina-
tions and so we are the first state to
announce the schedule. Higher
Secondary examination (Class XII)
will be held ahead of Madhyamik
(Class X) because after Class XII the
students have to go for higher stud-
ies and have to take all-India level
entrance tests which is closed by
that time,” Banerjee said.

While 8.5 lakh students would
appear for the HS exams 12 lakh
will take the Madhyamik exams,
Banerjee said adding both the tests
would be of 1.5 hours instead of 3
hours with reduce d syllabus and
question, the Chief Minister said.
The Class X exam would be held in
home centres.
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The Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir on Thursday recorded a

positivity rate of 6.25 as it reported 4,352
recoveries and  2,769 fresh cases of coro-
navirus. For the second consecutive
day less than 40 deaths were reported
across J&K and the active case load stood
at 42,272.

In Jammu division, eight out of 10
districts reported less than 100 cases of

coronavirus while Jammu district record-
ed  384 fresh cases and Reasi 102 cases. 

A total number of 10 patients suc-
cumbed to the virus in Jammu district
taking the tally of deaths to 1013 in
Jammu district alone.

Compared to Srinagar district, the
total number of active positive cases were
still more in Jammu. According to the
media bulletin, 6,631 patients were
active positive while Srinagar district had
5,450 active positive cases..
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Pinarayi Vijayan, Chief
Minister, said that Covid-19

claimed 181 lives in Kerala in
the 24 hours ended on
Thursday 6 pm, while 24,166
new persons were diagnosed
with the pandemic. Thoiugh
there has been a fall in the
number of new cases, the death
toll continues to be high, said
Vijayan.

Total number of Covid-19
patients across the State as on
Thursday stood at 2,41, 966
while 1,35, 232 samples were
tested. Across the State 89
health workers were afflicted
with the pandemic. The Chief
Minister said that the Test
Positivity Rate as on Thursday
was 17.87, which he said was a
sign that situation was improv-
ing in the State.
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Controversy over develop-
mental activities in

Lakshadweep islands took a
new turn with S Asker Ali, col-
lector cum district magistrate
and leaders of Opposition polit-
ical parties contradicting each
other. Collector Ali who flew
down to Kochi on Thursday to
brief the media was shown
black flags by the CPI(M)
activists demanding immediate
stoppage of all developmental
activities in the archipelago. 

A disclosure by a top
marine scientist in Kerala that
sea cucumber was being smug-
gled out of the islands has
added to the chaos. Resentment
by non-BJP political parties is

increasing day by day and
chances of a flare up cannot be
ruled out, said intelligence offi-
cials.  Collector Ali said that 90
per cent of the population was
with the Administrator’s initia-
tives to develop the islands. “It
is true that  the administration
has ordered beef and chicken off
the menu from the meals served
the island’s school. This has been
done to encourage the children
to switch over to fish and eggs
which are more protein-rich
than beef and chicken,” he told
reporters.”

He said the administra-
tion’s decision to demolish the
sheds and buildings along the
coastline was in line with the
policies enacted with the sole
intention of developing and

beautifying the islands and
atolls. “The crime rate in the
islands have gone up and that
was why the Goondas Act was
enforced. The administration is
working on setting up three hos-
pitals in the islands and works
are progressing fast,” said
Collector Ali.

Dr S Mohammed Raffi,
associate professor department
of aquatic biology and fisheries,
University of Kerala, said there
was large scale smuggling of sea
cucumber (a kind of marine
animal) from Lakshadweep
islands.

“These species, widely seen
in atolls and coral reefs of
Lakshadweep and Guld of
Mannar find use in preparing
aphrodisiac drugs in China and

Japan, “ said Prof Raffi. Another
marine scientist in Kochi said
that the smuggling of sea
cucumber from the islands was
on the hike because of the pre-
mium commanded by the
species in international market.

But leaders of opposition
parties ranging from Congress,
Muslim League and CPI(M)
took to the streets on Thursday
challenging the move of the
administration under the pre-
text of development. “The
demolition of buildings and
sheds owned by fishermen was
done without any notice. We do
not want any kind of develop-
ment proposed by administra-
tor Praful Patel in these  islands,”
said Komala Kasim, CPI(M)
leader.
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The knitwear units in Tamil Nadu’s
Tiruppur (known as the Knitwear

Capital of India) have the potential to
emerge as the global capital of casual dress
manufacturing if Government of India
comes forward to help the entrepreneurs
facing liquidity problems caused by the
pandemic, according to a leading indus-
trialist.

“As on today, the knitwear industry in
Tirupur directly employs six lakh work-
ers. The pandemic and its impact have
opened new vistas to the industry with
which we can additionally employ three
lakh workers in the next three years if the
Government of India listens to our pleas
and help us by offering a few crores as
loans,” Raja M Shanmugham, an indus-
trialist and president of Tirupur Exporters’
Association, told The Pioneer. He said the
TEA has written to Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitaraman highlighting the chal-
lenges and pleading for the extension of
Emergency  Credit Line Guarantee

Scheme (ECLGS) 3.0 to the sector.   
S Sakthivel, executive secretary, TEA,

said that there was huge demand for
Tirupur products from USA and Europe.
“But the work force is moving out fol-
lowing the lockdown and the possibilities
of it getting extended further,” said
Sakthivel. World all over the demand for
casual wears is on the rise and this is the
moment Tirupur was waiting for, he
said.   

“The Centre has helped us by sanc-
tioning as financial packages to tide over
the crisis caused by the lock down of 2020.
But now the Tamil Nadu Government has
declared total lock down taking into

account the increasing number of persons
afflicted with Covid-19. On Wednesday,
Coimbatore had 4,268 new patients while
Tirupur had 1,880 new cases. The Chief
Minister has said that he was not satisfied
with the way things were moving and
chances of the extension of lockdown can-
not be ruled out,” said Shanmugham.

He said that the Union Government
should come forward to extend the
ECLGS  announced along with the
Atmanirbhar Bharat Scheme to the
knitwear industry also. “The scheme was
meant to help specified sectors like
tourism and hospitality to tide over the liq-
uidity crisis. The Centre should take into

account the labour intensive  Ready
Made Garment Sector and  extend the
additional liquidity support of 20 per cent
so  as  to quickly revive  the MSMEs  in
RMG sector  to save the industry and
simultaneously protect the labour sector,”
pleaded Shanmugham.

He pointed out that though the pan-
demic has caused havoc across the world
, it has also opened a window of oppor-
tunities for the  casual   wear manufac-
turing  segment  (mostly  carried  out  in
Tirupur  like  cluster)  of  Ready Made
Garment Sector.  “The work from home
culture has become a new trend and this
is sure to energize the garment  business.
Due to this there is a lot of demand   for
casual-wear products like T shirts, trousers
and track suits.  Moreover we wish to
emphasis that the Ready Made Garment
Sector creates more jobs equivalent to or
better than agriculture  in  our  country.
Considering  this  crucial  importance,  the
Ready Made Garment Sector should be
protected effectively to revive the  coun-
try’s economy,” he said.
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The Jammu & Kashmir Prisons
department is gearing up to

launch an intensive vaccination
drive for the jail inmates above 45
years of age across both the central
jails in Jammu and Srinagar besides
one dozen district and sub jails in
the region.

According to official sources,
"over 150 jail inmates have been test-
ed positive for coronavirus in the
recent weeks across different jails".

The highest number of 72
inmates tested positive while they
were lodged in Udhampur district
jail and 53 Rohingyas shifted to a
holding centre set up inside sub-jail
Hiranagar also tested positive
recently.   Chief Medical Officer,
Kathua Dr Ashok Choudhary said,
"all 53 Rohingyas have been kept
under observation inside the hold-
ing centre and have been provided
with Corona kits". No one needed
hospitalisation as they were asymp-
tomatic, he added.

According to DIG Prisons Dr
Mohd Sultan Lone, "out of over 4500
jail  inmates 316 prisoners were vac-
cinated across different jails till
May 26".He said a vaccination camp
was organised in Anantnag district
jail on Thursday. He said it's a con-
tinuous process and we are on the
job to vaccinate  prisoners belong-
ing to different age groups". So far,
38 prisoners have been vaccinated
in Central jail Srinagar, 81 in
Udhampur, 42 in Bhaderwah, 53 in
Rajouri, 10 in Baramulla, 28 in
Pulwama, 58 in Kathua and 6 in
Reasi jail premises.

Earlier, a high powered com-
mittee headed by Justice Ali Mohd
Magrey of Jammu & Kashmir High
Court  had suggested the UT
administration to decongest the
prisons  in the wake of prevailing
circumstances.

The Committee was constitut-
ed by the Jammu & Kashmir
Government following an order by
the Supreme Court on March 23,
2020 and May 7, 2021, directing the
States and the UTs to decongest jails
to ensure social distancing among
the prisoners.
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Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Government extended
the provisions of Essential Services Maintenance Act
(ESMA) banning all types of strikes and protests in
Government-run offices and organisations across the
State with immediate effect for the next six months.

According to a Government notification issued
on Tuesday and made public on Thursday, all strikes
in government offices and organisations have been
banned for the next six months. “As the provision of
ESMA expired on May 24, it was mandatory to extend
it,” a government official said. The ban will be enforced
in all government departments, including all public
services, authorities, corporations under the UP
Government.

The Essential Services Maintenance Act, 1996
(ESMA) can be invoked by any government in their
respective jurisdiction to prohibit striking employees
from refusing to work on certain essential services
which were necessary and important for maintaining
normal life in the region. PNS
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Jammu: A centenarian in Reasi district of the
Jammu division on Thursday set an example for oth-
ers to follow when he got his first dose of the 
Covid-19 vaccine during an inoculation drive organ-
ised by the district administration.

118-year-old Sher Mohammad of Mahore
Tehsil in Reasi got the first jab of anti-corona vac-
cine. After taking the vaccine he feels others should
follow the same to tackle the deadly disease.

“Today after getting the Covid-19 jab, I feel
more confident and protected as the vaccine is the
biggest shield against the deadly disease,” he said.

Sher Mohammad appealed to the people of the
district to come forward and get vaccinated against
the infection. He said the vaccine has been advised
by top doctors and experts and no one should pay
heed to any rumour. “If I at this age can receive the
dose, I feel others shouldn’t shy away from getting
vaccinated and pay no attention to hearsay,” he said.

He also prayed for the good health and safety
of the whole mankind.

He said till the pandemic is over people should
continue to wear masks, maintain social distanc-
ing norms besides, follow other SOPs being issued
by the Government. PNS
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In what it called an effort to
check the consumption of

illicit liquor, plug the huge
revenue loss of revenue to the
state exchequer and curb the
growing crimes, the
Maharashtra Government on
Thursday lifted the six-year-old
ban on the sale and consump-
tion of liquor in the naxalite-
infested Chandrapur district in
eastern Maharashtra.

Acting on a report sub-
mitted In March this year by a
committee headed by retired
Principal Secretary Ramnath
Jha, the State Cabinet – at its
weekly meeting presided over
by Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray – decided to do

away with the ban on the sale
and consumption of liquor in
Chandrapur district where the
liquor ban had come into effect
from April 1, 2015.

“Keeping in view the
increased consumption of illic-
it liquor and consequent
increase in the crimes, the
Maharashtra Government has
lifted the ban on sale and con-
sumption of liquor in
Chandrapur district,” the state
government said in a news
release after the State Cabinet
meeting.       

In its report submitted to
the State Government on
March 9, 2021, the Ramnath
Jha committee stated that the
administration had miserably
failed in implementing the ban

on sale and consumption of
liquor in Chandrapur district.

“Illicit liquor was easily
available in the district in the
black market. This liquor was
dangerous to health. The sale
of illicit liquor increased in
black market. As a conse-
quence, the state began to suf-
fer huge losses in excise rev-
enue. The criminals began to
exploit the situation. In a dis-
turbing development, women
and children began to take part
in the illicit liquor business in
a big way,” the Committee stat-
ed in its report.

Another reason based on
which the Ramnath Jha-head-
ed committee recommended
the resumption of sale of liquor
in Chandrapur district was

that the various NGO and cit-
izens – who participated in a
poll on the issue —favoured the
lifting of the ban on the sale and
consumption of liquor in the
district. Quoting the crime sta-
tistics prior to and after the pro-
hibition imposed in April 2015,
the committee noted that in all
16,132 crimes were registered
between 2010 and 2014.
However the number of crimes
shot up to 40,381 between 2016
and 2019. 

While there were only 1,729
cases against women before the
liquor ban, the number rose to
4,042 after the prohibition was
implemented. In addition, it
also came to light a large num-
ber of children were being used
for the illicit liquor trade. 
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The daily Covid-19 infec-
tions in Maharashtra

dropped to 21,273 on
Thursday, even as the pan-
demic deaths came down to
884 in the State.

A day after the State
recorded 1,137 fatalities –
comprising 601 fresh deaths
and 531 previous unaccounted
deaths and 24,316 infections,
the situation improved in the
state as the infections dropped
by 3043, the daily deaths rose
by 884 — comprising 425 cur-
rent deaths and 459 previous
unaccounted deaths.

With 884 deaths deaths
reported on Tuesday, the total
number of deaths in the state
climbed from 91,341 to 92,225.
Similarly, with 21,273 new
infections, the total number of
cases climbed from 56,50,907
to 56,72,180.

As 34,370  patients were
discharged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
last year increased from
52,41,833 to 52,76,203 on
Thursday. The recovery rate in
the State rose from 92.76 per
cent to 93.02 per cent.��
�������������%����������������������������(����%��'����4��������.�����'� �.�
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tion, diagnostic and emer-
gency preparedness training to
officials and is responsible for
applied research, quality testing
of vaccines and other biologi-
cals and providing laboratory
support to the investigation and
control of outbreaks.

Its third pillar is the Indian
Council for Medical Research
(ICMR), which is a research-
oriented institution responsible
for “the formulation, coordina-
tion and promotion of biomed-
ical research”. This amounts to
“undertaking, coordinating and
implementing medical research
and translating medical inno-
vations in to products/process-
es and introducing them in to
the public health system”.

In theory, the NDMA
ensures that the country is
prepared to deal with any dis-
aster that may occur, and pro-
vides the necessary coordina-
tion, expertise and inputs to the
Governments when needed. In
the event of a pandemic, the
NCDC sends out teams, con-
ducts epidemiological research
and suggests the best course of
action. The ICMR, on receipt
of epidemiological data, under-
takes research into vaccines and
processes to counter the virus
and also assists in their market-
ing, after necessary approvals
have been obtained. In practice,

however, politics and turf wars
have ensured a disparate
response, leaving citizens to
fend for themselves.

Clearly, Modi had little
time for the NDMA because,
since the commencement of his
first term, he emasculated it
completely. He downgraded
the vice-chairman’s post to the
level of Cabinet Secretary and
politicised its functioning by
forcing the incumbent vice-
chairman and members to
resign on the specious grounds
of having been appointed by the
previous Government, thereby
ensuring that the available
experience, continuity and
expertise were lost. He com-
pounded this by failing to
appoint a vice-chairman, which
remains vacant to this date, and
appointing only five of the
authorised nine members. The
final nail in the coffin was to
replace it, with the NITI Aayog
being made the lead for provid-
ing forecasting, coordination
and guidance of our response,
something it was ill-equipped
to do, with neither the experi-
ence nor the expertise required.

As for the scientific thrust
of our response to this pan-
demic, it appears that the
NCDC was divested of its lead
role by the ICMR which, as we
have seen, has a completely dif-

ferent role. As a result, it has
been overwhelmed and has
been unable to do justice in ful-
filling its own mandate. The
reasons for this lopsided
approach appear to be rooted
in bureaucratic wrangling.
Probably the fact that the
Director General (ICMR) is
also a Secretary in the Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare,
under which the NCDC also
functions, and would obvious-
ly have more influence within
the Government may have
something to do with it.

In the final analysis, this
once proud nation has been
brought to its knees, thanks to
one man’s culpability and
inability to see beyond his own
selfish needs. His failure to
comprehend the importance
of institutions and their role in
ensuring effective and efficient
governance has resulted in
avoidable fatalities. His
enablers too must share much
of the blame and be held
accountable, be they Cabinet
colleagues, bureaucrats or uni-
formed senior officers.

(The writer is a military
veteran, who is a Visiting Fellow
with the Observer Research
Foundation and Senior Visiting
Fellow with The Peninsula
Foundation, Chennai. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s appearance and
theatrics on television of
late hardly inspire confi-

dence, appearing to suggest
instead that enormous and pro-
longed stress he faces is, expect-
edly, taking its toll. Banal plati-
tudes can never cover up for the
lack of foresight, incompetence
and callousness displayed till now.

Cynics suggest that much of
this is an act aimed at garnering
sympathy and attempting to por-
tray purposeful and strong lead-
ership. Indeed, in hindsight, one
can surmise that his single-mind-
ed focus on self-preservation
necessitated his winning the
Bengal election at all costs. In the
process, he acceded sovereign
territory to the Chinese and
ignored all warnings on the like-
ly impact of COVID’s second
wave, with disastrous results.
Ironically, he still lost Bengal and,
in the process, destroyed his care-
fully cultivated image of being a
strong and decisive leader.

The likelihood of being con-
fronted by a pandemic had been
visualised two decades earlier, and
appropriate processes and struc-
tures positioned for its control and
mitigation. A cursory examina-
tion of the functioning of these
institutions, this past year, will give
us clarity on what went wrong and
those responsible for the lapses.

The National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
is the apex body responsible for
“framing policies, laying down
guidelines and best practices for
coordinating a holistic and distrib-
uted approach to disaster manage-
ment”. Its responsibility extends to
preparedness and capacity build-
ing, including requisite measures
to prevent and mitigate disasters.
Its importance can be gauged
from the fact that its chairman is
the Prime Minister, supported by
a vice-chairman, of Cabinet rank,
and nine other members.

The National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) is the
second pillar of this triad and is
the lead agency for formulating
responses to control and mitigate
pandemics. It is tasked to “under-
take investigations of disease out-
breaks…employing epidemio-
logical and diagnostic tools”. In
addition, it provides informa-
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Sir — Yoga guru Ramdev claiming that the
ayurveda stream of medicine is not only
superior to allopathy in every respect but
going on to undermine the widely- accept-
ed allopathic system as defunct is ridiculous.
His brazen remarks questioning the allo-
pathic system and poking fun at the treat-
ment of COVID cases, when the whole
world is convinced that allopathy offers the
cure, is atrocious and unpardonable.

In fact, Ramdev rubbishing the allopath-
ic medical system to highlight the superi-
ority of the ayurvedic system is wrong
because allopathy has made giant strides
with great innovations and inventions,
besides unprecedented technological
advancements, for curing dreaded dis-
eases and ailments. Even today, most peo-
ple turn to allopathy for cure through drugs,
radiation and surgery despite adopting alter-
native medical systems in their everyday life.

Though Ramdev's incongruous remarks
against allopathy have been severely criti-
cised by the Ministry of Health and he has
since apologised, he cannot be allowed to
go scot-free. Suitable action as per due
process of the law is imperative to not only
prevent him from making uncharitable
remarks but also to make him understand
that all medicinal systems work by treating
patients within their own spheres but none
is inferior or superior to the other. 

KR Srinivasan | Secunderabad

��������������������	�������	
Sir — In the midst of the second wave of
COVID-19, Cyclone Yaas is battering Bengal
and the Odisha coast and high alert has been
sounded in Jharkhand. Nearly two crore peo-
ple in these States have been affected.

In West Bengal alone, more than three
lakh houses have been damaged. Generally
speaking, cyclones and other such natural
calamities are increasing around India’s
coastlines. Many countries have strength-
ened their coastal lines by building dams.
Why don’t we start working to tackle each
and every problem that faces us today or
is likely to vex us in the near future?

Though the Government has arranged

for shelter homes, the pandemic on the one
hand and the cyclone on the other have nat-
urally affected people just like the Bengali
proverb “Jaley kumir dangay bagh” (Between
the devil and the deep sea). Inside the shel-
ter homes, are people wearing masks? Are
they following the COVID-19 norms, like
physical distancing and frequent washing of
hands? Let’s hope and pray that such shel-
ters, where the people are already in distress,
don’t turn into another super-spreader.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

�������	���������������������	�	
Sir —This has reference to the article “Do
the States have any responsibility?” (May 26).
The Centre was blamed for everything that
went wrong during the first wave, with many
States pointing the finger towards it for the

spread of the virus and subsequent deaths.
Even during the second wave, it is being

blamed for the shortage of oxygen, hospi-
tal beds, jabs and lockdowns. Earlier, many
States were against lockdowns. But now that
the ball is in their court, they have ordered
stricter lockdowns. There is also substan-
tial delay in procuring jabs by the States. Do
they have no responsibility towards citizens? 

Unfortunately, the virus’ spread and the
related fatalities are merely being politicised,
with the Opposition parties seeking to pin
down the Centre on various issues. However,
many States have either wasted the vaccines
or hoarded these to make a fast buck. 

Sravana Ramachandran | Chennai
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The Central Vista redevelopment- inclusive
of constructing the New Parliament build-
ing- is a prestige project for the Modi gov-
ernment. New Delhi's Whitehall-equivalent

promises to become the face of 21st century India.
The Rs.20,000-crore project has come under fire
from several quarters for being pursued vigorous-
ly even during the Pandemic. Work is in progress
to meet the deadline despite the lockdown in Delhi.
Photography of the site has officially been banned
by CPWD, the executive agency of the project. This
is simply an example of how non-transparency is
the biggest bane of the project.

People's access to authorized information on the
subject is critically limited. There is no dedicated
web-portal for the project, or reference to the same
on the websites of the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Development or Central Public Works
Department. Time and again questions pertaining
to the project in Parliament have elicited vague and
perfunctory replies.

On March 17, 2021 replying to a Starred
Question (No.234) in Rajya Sabha, Minister of
Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri
informed that the number of existing buildings to
be remodelled and demolished under Central Vista
Project had not been finalized. While the works for
construction of the new Parliament Building and
Central Vista Avenue had commenced, the Minister
added, other components of the project were still
in the planning stages. 

A month earlier on February 4, 2021 the
Minister had informed Lok Sabha (Unstarred
Question No.548) that while North and South
Blocks would be retained and would be retrofitted
for being used as National Museum, no decision on
the fate of any other building like Krishi Bhawan,
Nirman Bhawan, Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan etc was
taken.

Even though the government is forthcoming on
the idea of the project, it was reluctant to share the
details. The Extraordinary Gazette notifications
dated March 20, 2020 and October 20, 2020 per-
taining to change of land use pattern of eight plots
measuring more than 100 acres appear to be the only
official statements holding some clues into the final
picture. The new PM House would come up on 15-
acres of plot near South Block. The public and semi-
public facilities at Indira Gandhi National Centre
for Arts measuring 54 acres would make way for
government offices and recreational facilities (dis-
trict park). Similarly, 15 acres of plot located on
Church Road near DTC Central Secretariat termi-
nal has been mutated to residential use apparent-
ly for MP accommodations.

The "public hearing" organized by the Delhi
Development Authority (February 6-7, 2020) was
concerned only with objections, if any, for change
of land use. There was no comprehensive public dis-
course on the Central Vista redevelopment. Justice
Sanjeev Khanna, in his dissenting Supreme Court
verdict, on Central Vista in January, 2021 lament-
ed the insufficient public consultation and public
participation in the matter.

Whatever details of the project are in the pub-
lic domain are due to media activism. Those, how-
ever, antedate the minister's statement in Rajya Sabha
that except for the new Parliament building and the
Central Vista Avenue rest of the components were
in planning stage. According to the PIB Release

dated October 25, 2019 while the
time line given to CPWD to com-
plete the Central Vista Project was
November, 2021 that of the new
Parliament was March, 2022 and the
common Central Secretariat by
March, 2024. The pandemic might
not be the only thing that would keep
the project from being completed on
time. One could foresee a host of
logistic problems to which there are
no easy answers. This appears to be
the principal reason why the final
decision of the project is being
delayed.

Say, an edifice like Shastri
Bhawan houses nine ministries. A
demolition of the building would
entail shifting of those offices to a
temporary facility - or the permanent
location neds to be completed before
the existing building is demolished.
How the government plans to relo-
cate the offices in the existing build-
ings in the compass of the Central
Vista is not known. 

Also, one of the professed objec-
tives of the Central Vista redevelop-
ment is to concentrate various min-
istries and departments now spread
across various locations in New
Delhi in a Common Secretariat. It is
a matter of opinion whether such
concentration of ministries at one
place and closer integration of
Executive and Legislature (New
Parliament) is symbolically and
strategically desirable. No ministry
is at present more than 10 km away
from the Prime Minister's Office or
Parliament. The CGO Complex,
Lodhi Road is a major hub of cen-
tral government offices. It is located

at a distance of mere 7 km from
Parliament House, and linked by
both Delhi Metro as well as road
from the Central Vista. Even the
West Block and East Block of R.K.
Puram can be reached within half an
hour. Do we need to relocate those
offices to Central Vista as well?
Clustering of more offices in the
Central Vista will strain its four
metro stations viz. Udyog Bhawan,
Central Secretariat, Patel Chowk
and Janpath during the peak hours.

In any project, planning should
precede execution. It was expected
that the government would place an
official layout plan or 3D model of
the proposed Central Vista reduced
to the scale of 1:100. At least the
external design of the buildings and
their proportions should be known
to the public in an authentic manner.
The government must also reveal the
stages in which it wants to redevel-
op the whole of Central Vista, and
relocate the offices in them.

The Rs.971-cr New Parliament
building lies at the heart of the
Central Vista redevelopment.
According to the government, the
existing Parliament House, built in
1927, was never meant to serve as bi-
cameral legislature. It is overstressed
due to large scale retrofitting, lacks
in office space and chambers for indi-
vidual MPs. Though the current
Parliament House will be retained as
a heritage building, the new
Parliament building is being con-
structed keeping in mind the future
expansion of membership (in sync
with India's population) under
Article 82 of the Constitution.

There is a freeze on
expansion/readjustment of seats for
various states/UTs in Lok Sabha
under Constitution (Forty Second)
Amendment Act, 1976 that was
extended by the Constitution (Eighty
Fourth) Amendment Act, 2001. In
the First Lok Sabha there were 489
elected members representing 401
constituencies (as there were some
two-member and three-member
seats) which shot up to 542 elected
members representing as many con-
stituencies in 1976. The next expan-
sion is due not before 2034 elections.
The expansion based on realistic
population figures might push the
membership of Lok Sabha in the
neighbourhood of 1,000 with con-
comitant increase in membership of
all state legislative assemblies, and
therefore of Rajya Sabha. Thus, state
legislative assemblies might also
require new buildings to absorb
increased capacity.

Even if one can manage the logis-
tics, and bear the increased burden
of salary, allowances etc of 1,000 MPs,
would one be able to allow them the
time to participate in the proceed-
ings? At present, with a total of 545
members, the three annual sessions
of Lok Sabha consume three months.
If 1,000 members were to participate
in the proceedings, then the sessions
might extend close to six months.
This will proportionately reduce the
presence of the MPs in their own
constituencies.A permanent freeze
on the number of MPs will be more
prudent, as they must serve their
constituency irrespective of popula-
tion size.  
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There were four events
which caught my atten-
tion in the past few days.

First, a horse funeral where an
entire village turned up, sec-
ond, a midair marriage with
guests jostling over each other
for a photo opportunity, third
and fourth being thousands of
farmers protesting outside
Delhi borders over central
farm laws. At a time when the
country is staring at over three
lakh Covid-related deaths
(reported),and epidemiolo-
gistswarning of the ability of
the virus to travel nearly 10
meters as suspended particles
in air, it is really criminal to
host any such activity when
thousands across the country
have lost their loved ones and
bread-earners in the family.

This comes at a time when
key trade and market chugging
metros and cities around the
country are planning a phased
opening of the lockdown. The

operative word for any admin-
istration in any part of the
country is to prevent any such
congregations and ensure strict
penal action for any "non-
Covid behavior". The only way
many Asian countries were
able to contain the pandemic to
a certain extent was by strict
enforcement of rules.  To quote
an example if one were to
enter a mall in one of these
countries, they would have to
wear a wrist band at the
entrance. This wrist band has
time sensor and beyond a cer-
tain number of hours if the per-
son is located in the
samepremises, the band sends
and alarm and then the author-
ities take over. It may not be the
best way to ensure safe shop-
ping experiences for Indian
shoppers but definitely serves
as good template. If metros like
Delhi or Mumbai need to have
a semblance of normalcy in
place, citizen behavior has to

change, if not voluntarily, then
by regulation. The cities will
have to keep some restrictions
in place and properly executed
at least till end of 2021. Any
crowding in public spaces has
to be discouraged, restrictions
on number of travelers in pub-
lic transport needs to continue. 

All of this sounds easy, but
requires a slow and steady
move towards re-designing
urban spaces. If people have
recreation centers, parks, work-
spaces, schools and healthcare

available in, say, a five-kilome-
ter area, they won't need to
travel long distances. The
effortshave to be honest and
not populist moves of putting
some glossy picturesof swanky
recreational centers which lie
under lock and key for most
part of the year. State and local
administrations with help from
the central government have to
build local healthcare infra-
structure and sustainable self-
sufficientneighborhoods. The
concept of 'Work from

Anywhere' is here to stay, and
with the second wave it is
nearly going to be permanent
for many in the working phase
of their lives. Urban planners
along with perhaps epidemiol-
ogists and climate experts need
to sit down and assist govern-
ment in reimaging and quick-
ly rebuilding these new metros
for tomorrow.

The other aspect is about
vaccination. I happened to
visit a couple of vaccination
centers around Delhi in the

past few days and what I saw
was best described as 'chefs
trying to fly an aircraft'. The
entire affair is ill-managed
with support and security
staff crowding and violating
all social distancing norms.
The other issue was no avail-
ability of vaccines at these
centers. What is important is
for politicians to understand
that vaccineswon't buy them
votesin the long run. People
rush to get free vaccines,but
there is aconsiderable size of

the population that is willing
to, and can afford to, buy a jab
for about Rs 1500. The entire
argument here is for Central
and State governments to
swallow their egos and work
like a team. A transparent
vaccination policy with avail-
ability and projections (accu-
rate to the last few thousand
doses),tracking mechanism
for all centers in real time
(ifpossible, on a dashboard)
has to be created and shared.
In the absence of a clear
strategy and shifting goal
posts on vaccinations, a slow
hesitancy is creeping up.
Theevolving theory around
the virus also suggests that
people may have to take year-
ly shots (like they do for a flu)
for a couple of more years
over and above the two doses.
The government has to prior-
itize vaccination and do so
with a sense of one-country-
all-jabbed.
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(The author is an
independent

researcher based in
New Delhi. The

views expressed are
personal.)
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(The author is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.) 
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Nepal's Supreme Court on
Thursday sent all the 19

petitions challenging the dis-
solution of the House of
Representatives by the
President to the Constitutional
Bench.

As many as 30 petitions,
including one by the
Opposition alliance, have been
filed at the Supreme Court,
challenging Friday's House dis-
solution by President Bidya
Devi Bhandari and rejection of
Opposition leader Sher
Bahadur Deuba's claim by the
President for the post of prime
minister.

After a preliminary hearing
on the 19 petitions, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court
Cholendra Shumsher Rana
decided to send them all to the
Constitutional Bench, the
Kathmandu Post reported.

“A single bench of Chief
Justice Rana has decided to
send all the petitions related to
the House dissolution to the
Constitutional Bench,” Kishor

Poudel, a communication
expert at the Supreme Court,
told the newspaper.

These cases will now be
heard along with eleven others,
including the one filed by 146
lawmakers demanding
appointment of Nepali
Congress President Deuba as
the prime minister.

Eleven petitions were
directly registered at the
Constitutional Bench.

Some of the petitioners
had demanded an interim
against the dissolution and
calling of the House meeting to
present the national budget.
Rana, however, refused.
According to the constitution-
al provision, the government
must present the federal bud-
get at the federal Parliament on
Jestha 15, which is May 29 this
year.

Since there is no
Parliament, the government is
planning to bring the budget
through an ordinance.

According to court offi-
cials, the Constitutional Bench
will start hearing from Friday.
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China on Thursday accused
the Biden administration of

playing politics and shirking its
responsibility in calling for a
renewed investigation into the
origins of the coronavirus pan-
demic that was first detected in
China in late 2019. 

Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian said
at a daily briefing that President
Joe Biden's order showed the
US "does not care about facts
and truth, nor is it interested in
serious scientific origin trac-
ing."

Biden told US intelligence
officials to redouble their
efforts to investigate the origins
of the pandemic, including
any possibility the trail might
lead to a Chinese laboratory. 

After months of minimis-
ing that possibility as a fringe
theory, the Biden administra-
tion is joining worldwide pres-
sure on China to be more open
about the outbreak, aiming to
head off Republican complaints
the president has not been
tough enough to press China on
alleged obstruction.

Republicans, including for-
mer President Donald Trump,
have promoted the theory that
the virus emerged from a lab-
oratory rather than naturally
through human contact with
an infected animal in Wuhan,
China. Zhao also said the US
must open itself up to investi-
gations into its biological lab-
oratories, including at the mil-
itary's Fort Detrick base. 
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Hong Kong's legislature on
Thursday passed a Bill

amending electoral laws that
drastically reduces the public's
ability to vote and increases the
number of pro-Beijing law-
makers making decisions for
the city.

The new law empowers the
city's national security depart-
ment to check the backgrounds
of potential candidates for pub-
lic office and a sets up a new
committee to ensure candidates
are “patriotic.” 

The number of seats in
Hong Kong's legislature will be
expanded to 90, with 40 of
them elected by a largely pro-
Beijing election committee. 

The number of legislators
elected directly by Hong Kong
voters will be cut to 20, from
the previous 35.

The bill, passed by a 40-2
vote, was met with little oppo-
sition, as most of the legislators
are largely pro-Beijing. 
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President Joe Biden has
ordered the US intelligence

agencies to redouble their
efforts in investigating the
emergence of the deadly
Covid-19 pandemic and report
back to him in 90 days, amid
growing controversy about the
virus's origins from a bio lab-
oratory in China.

Covid-19 was first detect-
ed in the central Chinese city
of Wuhan in late 2019. More
than 168 million confirmed
cases have since been con-
firmed worldwide and at least
3.5 million deaths reported.

The announcement comes
after a US intelligence report
found several researchers at
China's Wuhan Institute of
Virology fell ill in November
2019 and had to be hospitalised
— a new detail that fuelled
fresh public pressure on Biden
to order a detailed investigation
into the origin of the deadly
virus.

"I have now asked the
Intelligence Community to
redouble their efforts to collect

and analyse information that
could bring us closer to a
definitive conclusion, and to
report back to me in 90 days,"
Biden said in a statement on
Wednesday.

As part of that report, the
president said he has asked for
areas of further inquiry that
may be required, including
specific questions for China.

"I have also asked that this
effort include work by our
National Labs and other agen-
cies of our government to aug-
ment the Intelligence
Community's efforts. And I
have asked the Intelligence
Community to keep Congress
fully apprised of its work," he
said.

Biden said the United
States will also keep working

with like-minded partners
around the world to press
China to participate in a full,
transparent, evidence-based
international investigation and
provide access to all relevant
data and evidence.

Back in early 2020, when
COVID-19 emerged, Biden
had called for the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) to get access
to China to learn about the
virus so that the US could fight
it more effectively.

"The failure to get our
inspectors on the ground in
those early months will always
hamper any investigation into
the origin of COVID-19," he
said.

"Nevertheless, shortly after
I became President, in March,
I had my National Security
Advisor task the Intelligence
Community to prepare a
report on their most up-to-date
analysis of the origins of
Covid-19, including whether it
emerged from human contact
with an infected animal or
from a laboratory accident," the
president said.
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US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken wrapped up a

two-day Mideast mission on
Wednesday, winning valuable
diplomatic support and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars of
pledges from Arab allies as he
moved to shore up the cease-
fire that ended an 11-day war
between Israel and the Gaza
Strip's militant Hamas rulers.

But the mission made little
headway in resolving the deep-
er issues at the heart of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, including
the tensions in the contested holy
city of Jerusalem that played a key
role in the latest war. After two
days of talks with Israeli,
Palestinian and Arab allies,
Blinken acknowledged that any
resumption of peace talks
remained far off. In the mean-
time, he said he had made
progress toward the more mod-
est goals of cementing the cease-
fire and rebuilding hard-hit Gaza.

“We see the ceasefire, not
as an end, but as a beginning,

something to build on,” Blinken
told reporters in the Jordanian
capital of Amman, where he
met King Abdullah II. 

He said the first priority
was to meet the immediate
needs of Gaza's 2 million peo-
ple and then aim to “create bet-
ter conditions in which we can
try to move forward.” 

Earlier, he was in Egypt for
talks with President Abdel
Fattah el-Sissi. The visits came
a day after intensive talks with
Israeli and Palestinian leaders. 

Blinken has vowed to “rally
international support” to
rebuild hard-hit Gaza while
promising to make sure that
none of the aid reaches Hamas.
He also is trying to bolster
Hamas' rival, the internation-
ally recognized Palestinian
Authority. In a boost to those
efforts, the energy-rich Gulf
country of Qatar pledged $500
million to postwar recon-
struction in Gaza. Qatar often
serves as a mediator between
Israel and Hamas and it has
contributed hundreds of mil-

lions of dollars in aid to support
past cease-fires.

In Cairo, Blinken met with
el-Sissi for nearly two hours.
Meeting with American diplo-
matic staff afterwards, he
described Egypt as a “real and
effective partner” that helped
end the Gaza war.

El-Sissi spoke to President
Joe Biden last week before and
after the ceasefire was
announced, and his govern-
ment has also pledged $500
milllion  in assistane to Gaza.

“I think we both believe
strongly that Palestinians and
Israelis deserve equally to, to
live in safety and security to
enjoy equal measures of free-
dom, opportunity and dignity.
And we're working on that
together,” Blinken said.

El-Sissi said the latest
round of violence showed the
urgency of resuming direct
negotiations. In a statement, he
called for “active American
engagement” to bring Israel
and the Palestinians back to the
negotiating table.
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The UN rights chief said
Thursday that Israeli forces

may have committed war
crimes in the 11-day war with
the militant group Hamas that
rules the Gaza Strip. Michelle
Bachelet also called on Israel to
allow an independent probe of
military actions in the latest
spasm of deadly violence. 

The remarks came as the
UN's top human rights body
opened a one-day special ses-
sion to discuss the “the grave
human rights situation” in
Gaza, the West Bank and east
Jerusalem. Bachelet said
Hamas' indiscriminate rocket
fire during the conflict was also
a clear violation of the rules of
war. 

The UN high commis-
sioner for human rights
detailed to the Human Rights
Council the “most significant
escalation of hostilities since
2014” that left devastation and
death in the Gaza Strip before
a cease-fire last week. 

The 11-day war killed at
least 248 in Gaza, including 66

children and 39 women. In
Israel, 12 people 
also died, including two chil-
dren. 

“Air strikes in such dense-
ly populated areas resulted in a
high level of civilian fatalities
and injuries, as well as the
widespread destruction of civil-
ian infrastructure," Bachelet
said.

“Such attacks may consti-

tute war crimes,” she added, if
deemed to be indiscriminate
and disproportionate in their
impact on civilians. Bachelet
urged Israel to ensure account-
ability, as required under inter-
national law in such cases,
including through "impartial,
independent investigations" of
actions in the escalation. 

She also derided tactics of
Hamas that included locating

military assets in densely pop-
ulated civilian areas, and firing
rockets from them. 

"These rockets are indis-
criminate and fail to distinguish
between military and civilian
objects, and their use, thereby,
constitutes a clear violation of
international humanitarian
law,” Bachelet said. 

“However, the actions of
one party do not absolve the
other from its obligations under
international law.” 

She cautioned that unless
the “root causes” of the violence
are addressed, "it will certain-
ly be a matter of time until the
next round of violence com-
mences with further pain and
suffering for civilians on all
sides.“  

The day-long debate
involved personal accounts
from Palestinians — such as
that of a young woman jour-
nalist from the Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood in east
Jerusalem, an early flashpoint
that triggered the violence — as
well as statements from the
council's 47 member states and
also observer states.
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Israel's top diplomat to the
United Arab Emirates attend-

ed a ceremony in Dubai on the
grounds of the Arabian
Peninsula's first permanent
exhibition to commemorate the
Holocaust. Hours earlier, he'd
attended an event establishing a
joint venture between an Israeli
and Emirati company.

The receptions on Monday
were the clearest indication
since a cease-fire in the Gaza
Strip came into effect last week
that the devastating 11-day war
between Hamas and Israel and
the violence that gripped
Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque
in the days preceding it have had
no visible impact on the UAE's
commitment to establishing
deep ties with the state of Israel.

“What we see here is the
exact opposite of what we see
in Gaza... What we see here in
the whole normalization
process is a departure from the
past,” Israeli Ambassador Eitan
Na'eh said.
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In a key speech on his visit to
Rwanda, French President

Emmanuel Macron said he
recognises that France bears a
heavy responsibility for the
1994 genocide in the central
African country. 

Macron solemnly detailed
how France had failed the
800,000 victims of the genocide
but he stopped short of an apol-
ogy. France “was not an accom-
plice” in the genocide but ended
up siding with Rwanda's “geno-

cidal regime" and bore an “over-
whelming responsibility” in the
slide toward the massacres, the
French leader said, speaking
Thursday at the genocide
memorial in the capital, Kigali.

“France has a role, a histo-
ry and a political responsibili-
ty in Rwanda. It has a duty:
That of looking history in the
face and recognizing the suf-
fering that it inflicted on the
Rwandan people by favouring
silence over the examination of
truth for too long,” Macron
said. 

Bamako: Mali's military has
released the transitional presi-
dent and prime minister from
detention, a top officer said
Thursday. The release of
President Bah N'Daw and
Prime Minister Moctar Ouane
came after they resigned
Wednesday in the presence of
international arbitrators who
were in the West African nation
to mediate the political crisis,
according to Maj. Baba Cisse. 

“Indeed, the former pres-
ident and former prime min-
ister were released," Cisse said. 

The UN Security Council
indicated the resignations were
forced and demanded an
immediate resumption of the
civilian-led transitional gov-
ernment, saying after a closed
meeting Wednesday that mil-
itary personnel should return
to their barracks. AP
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Atotal of �25,702 crore has
been raised thr ough the

Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB)
Scheme since its inception till
end-March, according to the
RBI annual report released on
Thursday.

The scheme was launched
in November 2015 with an
objective to reduce the demand
for physical gold and shift a
part of the domestic savings -
- used for the purchase of gold
-- into financial savings.

In 2020-21, RBI issued
twelve tranches of bonds for an
aggregate amount of Rs 16,049
crore (32.35 tonnes).

"A total of �25,702 crore
(63.32 tonnes) has been raised
through the scheme since its
inception in November 2015,"
the annual report said.

"	��� 0:03�1

The economy faces more
downside risks now as eco-

nomic disruptions arising from
the second wave are likely to
stabilise only from July, warned
the Swiss brokerage USB
Securities. Last month, the
brokerage had cut its GDP
forecast by 150 bps to 10 per
cent for FY22, which though is
much higher than the consen-
sus projections by others with
some pegging it at as low as 8
per cent. Though adverse
impacts on sequential growth
is less severe than in the June
2020 quarter when it plunged
by 23.9 per cent, as lockdowns
are more targeted and localised
and households and business-
es have adjusted to the new
normal now, still, it is increas-
ingly possible that normalcy
returns only by July as against
our baseline assumption of
June. 
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The Indian rupee advanced
by 17 paise to climb to over

two-month high of 72.60
against the US dollar on
Thursday, tracking upbeat
Asian peers and positive
domestic equities.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened at
72.75 against the greenback
and witnessed an intra-day
high of 72.53 and a low of
72.76.

It finally ended at 72.60
against the American curren-
cy, registering a rise of 17 paise
over its previous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee had
settled at 72.77. 

Forex market was closed
on Wednesday on account of
Buddha Purnima.

"The Indian rupee appre-
ciated for the second straight
session against the dollar,
tracking gains in the Chinese
Yuan. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) also remained
away from the spot market
from accumulating dollars and
this also aided the rupee’s
gain," said Sriram Iyer, Senior
Research Analyst at Reliance
Securities.
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The Retailers Association of
India (RAI) on Thursday

urged the Centre to pay the
provident fund contribution of
both employers and employees
in retail sector till September
2021 for all those earning less
than �15,000 per month as part
of a slew of demands to help
the industry cope with the
Covid-19 crisis. 

Stating that retail busi-
nesses are under tremendous
financial strain due to the
extended closures, RAI said,
"Easing the burden will require
the support of various bodies
driven by the governments." 

Putting out a list of
demands, RAI sought exten-

sion by a year for the renewals
of existing permits and licences
required for running of malls,
shopping centres, retail stores,
restaurants and pubs. 

While seeking relaxation in
compliance requirements of
retailers to pay MSME suppli-
ers in 45 days till March 2022,
RAI asked the "Govt of India to
pay PF contribution of both
employer and employee (12 per
cent each) till September 2021
for all employees earning less
than �15,000 pm (per month)."
It also sought 100 per cent relief
to landlords and malls in pay-
ment of property tax for the
year 2021-22, besides a mora-
torium on repayment of prin-
cipal and interest on loans for
six months. 
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Markets regulator Sebi on Thursday ordered
attachment of bank accounts as well as

shares and mutual fund holdings of two indi-
viduals to recover dues totaling around �1.3
crore. The recovery proceedings have been ini-
tiated against GurmeetSingh and IS Sukhija after
they failed to pay fines imposed on them by the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
in June 2020. Sebi had levied a fine of Rs 1 crore
on Singh and �20 lakh on Sukhija in a case per-
taining to manipulation in the issuance of glob-

al depository receipts (GDRs) by Beckons
Industries. In two separate attachment notices
on Thursday, Sebi has ordered the attachment
of bank as well as demat accounts of the two
individuals to recover the pending dues.

The pending dues of �1.3 crore comprise ini-
tial penalty amount, interest, and recovery cost,
it added.Sebi asked banks and depositories not
to allow any debit from their accounts. However,
credits have been permitted. Further, the capi-
tal markets watchdog has directed the banks to
attach all accounts, including lockers, held by
them.

"	��� 678�97*"1

The GST Council is likely to
discuss on Friday a reduc-

tion in the tax rate on Covid
medicines, vaccines and med-
ical equipment as well as means
to make up for the shortfall in
revenues promised to States.

Ahead of the first meeting
of the top decision-making
body, finance ministers of eight
states ruled by non-BJP and
like-minded parties -
Rajasthan, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand,
Kerala and West Bengal - have
devised a joint strategy to press
for a zero tax rate on Covid
essentials, sources said.

The Council, which is
headed by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and includes representatives
of all states and Union territo-

ries, is meeting for the first time
in nearly eight months.

Besides discussion on tax
rates, the Council may also
deliberate on the estimated
�2.69 lakh crore that states
need to be provided as per the
promise in 2017 to make good
any loss in revenue they suffer
because of giving up their
right to levy VAT and other
taxes.

Sources said the Fitment
Committee on GST rates, com-
prising tax officers of Centre
and states, has also given its
report to the Council listing
out the pros and cons of waiv-
er and zero-rating of Covid
vaccines, drugs and other
equipment.

Exempting final products
from GST would deny manu-
facturers the option to claim
the benefit of the input tax
credit on raw materials and
hence not much benefit accrues
to consumers.

In 2018, the Council, fol-
lowing demands from various
women’s organisations, had
exempted GST on sanitary
napkins from an earlier rate of
12 per cent.

However, not much of the
rate cut benefits accrued to
consumers as manufacturers
could not claim the benefit of
taxes paid along the supply
chain.

"	��� 0:03�1

The Reserve Bank on
Thursday said it will ensure

comfortable level of liquidity in
the system during the current
financial year and assured that
monetary transmission will
continue "unimpeded".

To counter the impact of
Covid-19 first wave, the RBI
had undertaken several con-
ventional and unconventional
measures to ensure ample liq-

uidity in the financial system
during the financial year ended
March 31, 2021.

"The Reserve Bank will
ensure that system level 
liquidity remains comfortable
during 2021-22 in alignment
with the stance of monetary
policy, and monetary trans-
mission continues unimpeded
while maintaining financial
stability," according to the
annual report 2020-21. 

������ 678�97*"1

Compared to financial crises,
a health crisis can be more

pervasive, persistent and debil-
itating in its impact on the real
economy, as per the RBI annu-
al report for 2020-21.

"Letting down the guard is
perilous; it is best to prepare
for future waves," the report
said.

It added that private
investment is the missing piece
in the story of the Indian

economy in 2020-21; reviving
it awaits an environment in
which "animal spirits" are
rekindled and entrepreneurial
energies are released so that
backward and forward linkages
and multipliers prepare the
ground for a durable invest-
ment-driven recovery.

The report said 2020-21
will go down in history as the
year of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic break in the life and ethos of
humanity.

"It altered economic activ-

ity, finance and, more general-
ly, life and livelihoods in a dras-
tic and deep way that may take
several years to heal. 

The pandemic also
exposed the fragility of health
care infrastructure and the
inadequacy of health spending
over the years.

The year 2020 will also be
notable for unprecedented pol-
icy responses which, although
not coordinated, turned out to
be synchronised globally," the
report said.
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The pandemic has brought
forth many contrasting

trends in the country’s two
major real estate hotspots --
National Capital Region (NCR)
and the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR).

An Anarock report showed
that out of the total housing
sales in NCR (nearly 21,750
units) and MMR (around
47,140 units) took place in the
nine months between July 2020
and March 2021.

While 85 per cent of buy-
ers in NCR purchased their
very first homes; in MMR, a
massive 65 per cent of buyers
upgraded to bigger properties.

Just 15 per cent of end-

users in NCR felt the need to
upgrade to bigger homes, while
65 per cent of buyers in MMR
upgraded, driven by the ‘new
normal’ imperatives of WFH
and e-schooling.

The 950 square feet average
size of homes in MMR is sig-
nificantly smaller than NCR’s
1,250 square feet.

Bottomed-out prices, lower
stamp duty charges, low inter-
est rates and the growing pref-
erence to move to the periph-
eries amid WFH viability also
prompted more MMR home-
buyers to upgrade from 1BHKs
to 2BHKs/3BHKs, said the
Anarock report.

In NCR, all-time-best
affordability attracted more
first-time homebuyers to
respond to the new pandemic-
driven demand for homeown-
ership.
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New Delhi:Traders’ body
CAIT on Thursday sought
extension of the deadline for
filing various GST returns till
August as well as cut in tax
rates for medical and surgical
equipment required for treat-
ing coronavirus and black
fungus infections.  
Ahead of the meeting of the
GST Council on Friday, the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) has written to
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman urging her to
extend the date of filing of var-
ious GSTR returns till August
under the GST Act and Rules,
without late fee and interest.

It said that GST officers
should not resort to cancella-
tion of registrations at this
time unless there are pressing
reasons for doing so.Also, for
all traders having turnover of
below Rs 20 crore in a year, no
survey or audits or special
assessments should be ordered
for the years 2017-18 and
2018-19, it added. PTI
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The market capitalisation of
the BSE-listed companies

reached an all-time high of �
220.74 lakh crore on Thursday,
helped by a bullish sentiment
in the equity market.

At the close of trade, their
market capitalisation stood at
�2,20,74,421.11 crore.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark closed 97.70 points, or
0.19 per cent, higher at
51,115.22 on Thursday. In the
previous trade, it had closed
379.99 points or 0.75 per cent
higher at 51,017.52.

In two days of market rally,
investors’ wealth has risen by
�1,67,959.92 crore to
�2,20,74,421.11 crore.

Reliance Securities Head
(Strategy) Binod Modi said,

"Domestic equities remained
resilient and traded in range,
amid expiry-led volatility.
Buying momentum remained
visible in mid-cap and small-
cap stocks and they have out-
performed benchmark indices."

SBI was the leading per-
former in the 30-share BSE
pack, jumping 2.84 per cent,
followed by Kotak Bank, Axis
Bank and Bajaj Auto.

In contrast, HDFC, Bajaj
Finance, ONGC and Bharti
Airtel were among the laggards.

In the broader market, the
BSE Midcap and Smallcap
indices gained up to 0.54 per
cent.

The BSE bankex, con-
sumer durables, power, utilities
and IT rose up to 1.19 per cent;
while realty and telecom,
among others, closed 

"	��� 0:03�1

The size of the Reserve
Bank’s balance sheet, which

is reflective of activities carried
out by it in pursuance of cur-
rency issue function as well as
monetary policy and reserve
management, has increased by
6.99 per cent during the nine-
month period ended March 31,
2021. 

While income for the year
decreased by 10.96 per cent, the
expenditure decreased by 63.10
per cent, as per the RBI’s
Annual Report for 2020-21.  

The year ended with an
overall surplus of �99,122 crore
as against �57,127.53 crore in
the previous year, representing
an increase of 73.51 per cent, it
added. 

On account of transition
to April-March accounting year
from July-June accounting
period, the RBI has come out
with data for nine months for
2020-21 as compared to twelve
months for the previous year. 

Earlier this month, the
Central Board of Directors of
RBI had approved transfer of
�99,122 crore surplus to the
central Government.  
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Colours are more than a visual
experience and a way of com-
munication. These hold the

power to radically impact our mood
and emotions. How one perceives a
colour, tone or hue is completely sub-
jective. While some love experi-
menting with colours, others prefer
choosing a select few shades repeat-
edly. So, whether it is your bedroom
or a favourite nook in the house, the
colours in your rooms can reveal a
lot about your personality.

As we dive deep into the relation
between colours and our personal-
ities, here are a few home decor looks
to suit your vision.

PASSIONATE RED
Red is a colour of passion, love

and strength. Whether it is used in
clothes, makeup, or home decor, it
has the power to hold one’s attention.
This colour is best suited for person-
alities who resonate with traits such
as dynamism, impossible to ignore,
impulsive, and extroverted.  

While using this shade in your
interiors, opt for decorative laminates
to make a statement and subtly
weave in distinctive shades. Pair light
brown textures of wood alternative-
ly with red laminate decor as this
combination gives a refreshing and
eye-catching look to your cabinet.
Complete it with a timeless matte-
finished vase or a decorative show-
piece that will instantly accentuate
the space.

AS SERENE AS BLUE
Shades of blue are always asso-

ciated with the sky and water. If you
prefer a calm and airy bedroom
space, then start with layering your
bed with a plain bedsheet, thick fab-
ricated quilt and velvet-adorned
cushions. Remember to keep the
linen in shades of muted gray and
light blue for comfortable sleep
amid a warming ambience.

Keep your space uncluttered
and bring the goodness of nature
indoors with an indoor plant. You
can use dim lighting to zone areas.
This soothing indulgence is perfect
for those looking to transform their
bedroom into a peaceful space. For
walls, opt for scratch-resistant wood-
en laminates in grey with a slight tex-
ture to blend in with the decor
theme.

THE VIBRANCY OF YELLOW
The colours we choose for our

walls have a high influence on our
mood and energy. Therefore, we
often feel like choosing happy, pos-
itive, and encouraging colours, espe-
cially in areas dedicated to studying
or reading. Go for hues of yellow as
this colour instills eclecticism with
its vibe and radiates good energy. It
is preferred by people who love inno-
vation and originality.

To infuse vibrancy, begin with
bringing the sunrays to your walls in
the form of yellow laminate decor.
The laminate’s resistance to cracks,
steam, scratch, and surface wear and
tear makes it suitable for daily usage,
especially considering the increased

adoption of work from home. Place
white framed artwork on your walls
as statement pieces to compliment
the yellow. Last, keep your furniture
wooden and minimal to help you
relax and enjoy your me-time.

GLAMOROUS LILAC
Shades of purple are usually

preferred by those who have a high-
ly creative streak, and lilac lovers
aspire for uniqueness but lean on the
sentimental, softer side of purple.
The best way to glam up your room
is by getting mellow-dramatic with
your interiors. Choose lilac laminate
decor for walls and pair with engi-
neered wooden floors in light brown
to achieve an effortless balance.

To further make your interiors
interesting, play around with floral
patterned cushions on a muted gray
sofa set. Complete this look with a
mix of open and closed cabinets in
wooden laminates to inject an eclec-
tic effervescence. This look will cre-
ate a calm yet spectacular effect.

REJUVENATE WITH GREEN
Green is nature’s most ubiquitous

and versatile shade. While it is the
perfect equaliser between warm and
cool tones, shades of green are loved
by those looking to find the balance.
It’s the colour of renewal, prosperi-
ty, and harmony. Therefore, this
colour is capable of broadcasting nat-
ural sparkle and stability.

To bring home a rejuvenating
retreat, you can add nature’s colour
to your otherwise plain decor. For
instance, go for light green laminate
decor for cabinetry which will blend
with your soft colour palette. Also,
since decorative laminates come
with dimensional stability, you can
use them in any climatic condition
without worrying about replacing
them seasonally. Last, enhance this
with the timeless charm of ceram-
icware and curtains to maintain the
theme.

(The author is director of a com-
pany providing high-quality surface
solutions for residential and commer-
cial spaces.)

Almost a year ago, one of the
busiest airports in the world —

Indira Gandhi International
Airport in Delhi — had a desert-
ed look brought about by the
Coronavirus. A year later, the air-
port has terminated operations on
terminal 2 as a result of the reduced
number of flights due to the second
wave, which is turning out to be
more deadly than the previous one.

The air travel industry has
witnessed significant changes since
the pandemic, even as two things
remain constant — the threat from
the virus and the effort to ensure a
safer surrounding. While leisure
travel has taken a halt, air travel still
remains unavoidable for some —
many people are returning home
amid the second wave to be with
their families during these times or
for other personal or family health
emergencies.

Cases reported on air travel
spread have been minimal due to
which flights are being considered
as a safer travelling option, howev-
er, it is always good for travellers to
be extra cautious and look out for
their own safety and practice pre-
cautions while boarding a flight.
While it is imperative to mask up,
regularly sanitise and avoid unnec-
essary contact with people and sur-
faces, there are other things as well
to keep in mind while taking a
flight.

With the current safety con-
cerns set to stay for the foreseeable
future, EaseMyTrip.com shares a
list of precautions that a passenger

should keep in mind while travel-
ling by air.

DOUBLE MASK UP FOR MAX-
IMUM PROTECTION

With the second wave of
Coronavirus spreading ferocious-
ly, people have realised the impor-
tance of doubling up the protection.
Is a double mask safer than a sin-
gle mask? Indeed, studies done by
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) state that double masking
can reduce one’s exposure to the
virus by up to 95 per cent. The
CDC recommends layering a cloth
mask over a surgical mask. Avoid
combinations such as two surgical
masks, or a K95/N95 and any
other mask.

MINIMAL CONTACT CLOTHING
Such testing times require cau-

tious approach even while choos-
ing your outfit for air travel. It is
advisable to cover your body as
much as possible, so tracksuits are
a good option. Travellers should
also avoid wearing open toed shoes
to ensure minimal contact. Wearing

goggles can also add a protective
layer for your eyes. It is also advis-
able to wear socks so that your bare
feet don’t touch the airport floor
during security checks.

REDUCE, DISINFECT YOUR
BAGGAGE

The more the merrier? This
saying has gone for a toss, at least
while travelling during the Covid
crisis. Despite safety protocols in
place, your bag will pass through
several channels and people from
check-in to the final destination. It
is advisable to check-in fewer bags.
In the event that reducing the
baggage is unavoidable, it should be
thoroughly cleaned using disinfec-
tant wipes after the journey. Apply
sanitising gel to a tissue and make
sure to wipe the handles and bot-
tom of the luggage.

EDGING TOWARDS THE WIN-
DOW SEAT

A window seat could come
with an extra jab of protection
owing to the less exposure and
movement of passengers, and thus,

avoiding unnecessary contact. A
person sitting in the window seat
will essentially reduce the number
of people within your six-foot
exposure radius by half. An aisle
seat should be avoided as travellers
tend to visit washrooms, touch sur-
faces and walk by, increasing one’s
exposure to the virus. So make sure
that you book your ticket and seat
way in advance from a travel por-
tal.

MAINTAINING DISTANCE
AND HYGIENE OVER THE
COURSE OF THE JOURNEY

It is difficult to give up on a sip
or two of water throughout the
course of the journey. With Covid
around, it is advisable to carry your
own bottle to minimise contact
with people, which is a possibility
at the point of sale. While there is
very little you can do on the plane
to maintain distance, ensure that
you keep your distance from peo-
ple in the terminal. Walk around
the terminal while you’re waiting
for your flight as the seating area
could be a point of infection. It is
also advisable to clean and use dis-
infectant wipes for surfaces such as
the tray table or in-flight entertain-
ment systems that you will be
using in the flight. Similarly, pre-
cautions should be taken while
accessing washrooms at airports
and on flights, including using
elbows to open the doors. It is
advisable to stay away from wash-
rooms that are crowded.

While it may not be possible to
avoid all points of contact, the cur-
rent global crisis merits a height-
ened sense of caution, and it is
important for travellers to be aware
of their surroundings and take all
possible necessary precautions
from their end to ensure a safe jour-
ney. It is also advisable to look up
state wise air travel guidelines and
notifications to ensure that one is
up to date with all necessary trav-
el and airline information.
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Actor Huma Qureshi says
playing the protagonist
Rani Bharti in the forth-

coming web series Maharani
was exciting because it involved
‘forgetting’ a lot of what she
knows, in order to become the
character. She says moving
from Delhi to Mumbai to be an
actor was an experience that in
some way helped her under-
stand Rani.

Rani is an illiterate village
woman, oblivious to most
things in the world outside, and
yet she finds herself in the cen-
trestage of Bihar politics after
a twist of fate, and ends up
being chief minister of the
state. Like Rani’s ignorance
about the world of politics,
Huma says she had no idea
what it meant to be a part of
Bollywood when she was
growing up.

“Rani Bharti has never
stepped outside her village. To
play her was a big challenge.
She’s absolutely opposite to
how I am. That was the excit-
ing part. If you know some-
thing, do you forget about it?
How do I show in Rani’s eyes
if she doesn’t know something
despite me knowing it? That
was fun and challenging. The
look and costume really
helped,” she said.

“Moving from Delhi to
Mumbai has been a turning
point. It changed my life com-
pletely. I was living a different
life in Delhi. I never thought
that this was the world I
belonged to. I grew up in
Delhi, and my friends are also
from there. I dared to be some-
body I was told I can’t be. For
me and my family, me moving
to a different city was a big
change,” she said.

Huma is happy to be able
to entertain people during this
tough time. “The world is shut
down. I was talking to my
cousins and two years of the

kids’ lives are gone. They can’t
go out to play, meet school
friends. Their childhood has
gone. Theatres have shut down,
the industry has shut down. Of
course, it’s sad but we have to
make the best of the situation.
I am happy that I am blessed
that I can put out some work
where people can forget all this
for a while and watch some-
thing. So, maybe I can help in
this way,” she said.

In fact, she adds that social
media has been a big help right
now. “This pandemic has
shown us the worst that is
there. It is heartbreaking and
shocking. This pandemic has
also shown us humanity. So
many people have used social
media to help people, get
someone a bed, get plasma. I
have done that for people on
my social media. I have seen
the goodness of human beings.
That has been my one take-
away from this time,” she said.
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Restrictions due to the COVID-19
pandemic have adversely impact-

ed menstrual health in India by cut-
ting off access to free sanitary napkins
and critical information to help ado-
lescent girls cope with and better man-
age their period. This Menstrual
Hygiene Day, observed globally on
May 28, it is more important than ever
to highlight the importance of invest-
ing in adolescent health and well-being
and break taboos around menstrua-
tion.

Last year, the 10to19 Dasra
Adolescents Collaborative studied how
the lockdown and pandemic affected
various essential and developmental
aspects of the lives and well-being of
young people. The study surveyed
110+ non-profit organisations serving
vulnerable adolescents across the
country. According to this report 74
per cent of organisations before and/or
after lockdown reported difficulty in
obtaining sanitary napkins and about
43 per cent reported difficulty during
the lockdown. These findings validate
that the pandemic has severely affect-
ed adolescents and their access to

menstrual health and hygiene prod-
ucts. The second wave has only exac-
erbated these issues and gap; pushing
this already vulnerable demographic
even further into the trenches.

Highlighting the urgent need for
intervention, Divya Santhanam, Senior
State Programme Manager for
Population Foundation of India in
Rajasthan, said, “The Rajasthan gov-
ernment’s allocation of about �200
crore to the Free Medicine Scheme,
with a firm emphasis on the dispen-
sation of free sanitary napkins, expan-
sion of distribution through health and
medical facilities as well as sensitisa-
tion drives, will help create much-
needed awareness around menstrual
hygiene.”

Menstrual health has a major
impact on young girls’ lives. Ensuring
they receive reliable information from
parents or teachers about menstrua-
tion before their first period encour-
ages healthy habits and dispels stigma
and fears. However, the lack of access
to online classes due to the digital
divide in rural India has led to a dis-
ruption in girls’ education and, specif-

ically, key information about menstru-
al health. The National Family Health
Survey-4 (NFHS-4) reported in 2015-
16 that women with 12 or more years
of schooling were over four times
more likely to use hygienic methods
than women with no schooling (81 per
cent versus 20 per cent). A 2016 land-
scape analysis titled Menstrual Health
in India also observed that of nearly
355 million girls in India who have
come of age, 71 per cent had no idea
about menstruation before their first
period. Poor menstrual hygiene can
lead to many issues such as fungal,
bacterial infections or problems relat-
ed to fertility, physical and mental
health. 

Dr Amita Kashyap, MD-PSM
(Senior Professor, SMS Medical
College) said, “We need positive inter-
ventions at every level as NFHS-4
(2015-16) noted half of the rural
women still do not use hygienic
methods, and girls are often inade-
quately educated on puberty and
menstrual health. Many drop out of
school when they begin menstruating.
The normalisation of conversations
around menstruation is as critical as
the dispensation of hygiene products
because numerous taboos, misinfor-
mation, superstition, and ignorance
still surround the subject. Hopefully,
the awareness programmes being
anchored by the state government as
well as civil society organisations will
lead to social and behavioural change
and more communities will under-
stand the consequences of unhygien-
ic menstrual management.”

Divya applauded the fact that
approximately 1.2 crore women in the
age group of 15 to 45 years would ben-
efit from the Menstrual Hygiene
Scheme (MHS) in the state. “Such ini-
tiatives depict that the state govern-
ment is sensitive towards recognising
the issues and needs related to men-
strual health. These steps will go a long
way in protecting women and girls
from developing menstrual hygiene-
related diseases like fungal, urinary
tract, and reproductive tract infections.
All young girls deserve correct infor-
mation and resources to manage their
menstrual health,” she added.
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At a time when COVID-19 has
gripped our world, forcing us
to frantically search for the best

ways to survive and thrive, Dr
Vishakha Shivdasani has written a
book highlighting a six-point plan to
help us accomplish just that. COVID
and Post-COVID Recovery: Dr Vee’s 6-
Point Plan touches on diet, gut health,
sleep, exercise, stress management
and supplements while looking close-
ly at the connection between inflam-
mation and immunity.

Using the same principles of heal-
ing that have helped thousands of her
patients reverse chronic lifestyle dis-
eases such as obesity, type-2 diabetes
and PCOS, Dr Shivdasani has devel-
oped some easy-to-implement, prac-
tical strategies on how to expedite
recovery from COVID-19 while
reducing the chances of post-COVID
complications.

“I will never tire of telling people
that 70 per cent of their immune sys-
tem is housed in their gut. We all need
to take care of our gut health by
watching what we eat and drink. Now,
if you think having a turmeric and
black pepper latte before you sleep
will result in you waking up with the

immunity of a superhero, I am afraid
it is not as simple as that. You cannot
boost your immunity overnight and
anybody who tells you otherwise is
pulling the wool over your eyes. Like
most good things, immunity is some-
thing that one can only build over
time,” she expressed. While Dr
Shivdasani’s book highlights six mul-
tipurpose facets that can turn our
health around, she feels that in these
fast paced, uncertain times one can-
not lay enough emphasis on what we
eat.

“Little known fact, but do you
know that bacteria housed in your gut
produce over 90 per cent of your
body’s supply of serotonin, the feel-
good hormone? No, right? No one
talks about the little things which are
happening in the background.
Everyone wants a quick fix. But alas,
there is no alternative to this apart
from taking care of your gut health.
So many people out there are upset
and frustrated as they are isolated at
home in the backdrop of lockdowns
that don’t seem to end. While there
are a lot many factors involved in why
someone is upset or depressed these
times, what you eat can help in feel-

ing better,” she added.
Dr Shivdasani shared an excerpt

from her book which outlines a meal
plan that one could follow through-
out the day, with enough room for
alternatives. She pointed out that an
anti-inflammatory diet plan does not
only help expedite recovery from the
novel Coronavirus but will also help
with comorbidities. like obesity or
diabetes. Long-term adherence to
this has resulted in the reversal of

many chronic lifestyle diseases. Again,
not something that  happened
overnight but with a sustained disci-
plined approach.

“To build your immunity, the most
realistic approach would be to reduce
inflammation and slowly, over a peri-
od of time, you build your immunity.
But you need to reduce inflammation
at the earliest and that is where the diet
plan from my book comes in. We must
understand that anything which

reduces inflammation will enhance
immunity. Once again, there is no quick
fix that can help you with the cause of
boosting immunity, it has to be a way
of life, a lifestyle. However, if you fol-
low this diet plan to the letter, you will
start feeling the effects of this anti-
inflammatory diet within a week, not
months or years. If you wish to reclaim
your health I would recommend you
implement the six-point plan highlight-
ed in my book,” she concluded.

Ayurveda teaches that salt is essential for growth,
maintaining water-electrolyte balance, and prop-

er digestion, absorption and elimination of wastes. It
creates flexibility in the joints, stimulates the appetite
and helps digest natural toxins, clearing the subtle
channels of the body. It has a calming effect on the
nerves and emotions, replenishing and energising the
entire body. However, when used excessively it can
cause premature wrinkles, thirst, skin problems and
weakness.

Throughout time, salt (sodium chloride) has played
a vital role in human societies. However, excessive salt
consumption could result in serious health problems
as it directly impacts the energy levels in one body. Salt
is typically made up of fire and water elements and a
small amount regulates moisture level in the body
which promotes better absorption of nutrients from
food, regulates blood pressure and are vital to the func-
tioning of the brain and nervous system.

Eating too much salt can have a range of effects.
In the short term, it may cause bloating, severe thirst,
and a temporary rise in blood pressure. In severe cases,
it may also lead to hypernatremia, which, if left untreat-
ed, can be fatal. In Ayurveda, it is established that over-
indulgence or ati of any ingredient can cause various
imbalances in the human body. From a holistic per-
spective anything overused, misused or used in a high
amount leads to an imbalance and causes destruction.

Similarly, Ayurveda teaches that the sweet taste
nourishes and invigorates the mind, relieves hunger
and thirst, increases tissues and improves the immune
system. Importantly, it is associated with the positive
emotions of happiness, contentment, calmness, cheer-
fulness, love and satisfaction when eaten in appropri-
ate amounts. But again, in moderation.

From an Ayurvedic perspective, we need to con-
sider long-term moderation combined with well-timed
and precise restraint. Brown sugar, jaggery and nat-
ural fruits are alternatives to refined sugar. Natural
sources of sugar are digested slower and help you feel
full for longer. It also helps keep your metabolism sta-
ble.

Ati sevanam, as per Ayurveda, of salt might lead
to high blood pressure or hypertension. While a high
amount of fat intake can cause cholesterol to build up
in your arteries (blood vessels), too many spices may
give acute gastritis. If consumed in moderation, spices
help us in combating heart diseases, fight inflamma-
tion and keeping the body warm especially in winters.
Hence the key is to keep consuming everything in
moderation and to avoid atikriya (overdoing) of any-
thing. Whether it be food or any activity.

As recommended by professionals at Vana Retreat,
Dehradun, an individual should also practice some
tenets of the disciplined lifestyle for content and mind-
ful living. Some of them are: Daily exercising for at least
half an hour, avoid excessive exercises, avoid suppres-
sion of natural urges like that of urine, avoid daytime
sleeping, avoid excessive stress and anger, avoid stay-
ing awake during night and others.
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AN ANTI-INFL AMMATORY
DIET PLAN

This is a broad guideline. A diet
plan for individuals may vary sub-
stantially based on a patient’s med-
ical history and clinical examination.
A good anti-inflammatory way to
start the day is to begin it with
turmeric (haldi) and black pepper.
(Piperine, present in black pepper,
enhances curcumin absorption in
turmeric by up to 2,000 per cent.
Combining these spices, therefore,
magnifies their anti-inflammatory
effects.) Can either mix both and
drink; you can also add other anti-
inflammatories like basil (tulsi) and
ginger to a glass of water, boil, and
drink.

MEAL PLAN: NON-VEGETARIAN
� Breakfast

Two full eggs — protein and
good fat — are a great way to begin
the day. Don’t worry about choles-
terol; you need good fats to balance
the sugars and insulin. Protein will
increase antibodies.

Note: Do not begin your day with
carbohydrates. Have it during the
second meal of the day if you must.
No rice, poha, oats, fruits, or juices
for breakfast.
� Lunch

Any carbohydrate with a non-
vegetarian dish and portion of leafy
vegetables (in the ratio of 1:2 carbo-
hydrate: protein). You can add a bowl
of yogurt, which is rich in probiotics,
for gut health.
� Evening snack

A low glycaemic index fruit
(apples, oranges, berries) and a hand-
ful of nuts or avocado or cheese and
olives or hummus. Have it with a cup
of green/white/matcha tea for its
antioxidants and polyphenols. Avoid
coffee if you have a racing heart rate
or are anxious.
� Dinner

Avoid carbohydrates; only pro-
tein and vegetables.

Note: Include at least one portion
of a green leafy vegetable a day as it
is a good source of magnesium
which will not only help with insom-
nia but also with anxiety, stress, and

cardiac problems. It is also a rich
source of iron. Make sure you
squeeze some lemon on it to help the
absorption of iron; it will also help
with fatigue and hair loss.

MEAL PLAN: VEGETARIAN
� Breakfast

Sprouts/a sprouted lentil pan-
cake/almond milk smoothie (no
sugar/honey/agave, but you can use
berries).
� Lunch

Rice and a lentil (this combina-
tion completes the amino acid pro-
file and makes it a good quality pro-
tein) or any carbohydrate with leafy
vegetables and protein. Some yogurt
too.
� Evening snack

A low glycaemic index fruit
(apples, oranges, berries) and a hand-
ful of nuts or avocado or cheese and
olives or hummus. Have it with a cup
of green/white/matcha tea for its
antioxidants and polyphenols. Avoid
coffee if you have a racing heart rate
or are anxious.
� Dinner

One or more protein sources
like cottage cheese/sprouts/mush-
rooms/tofu with one non-cereal car-
bohydrate i.e., vegetables in any form
(soup/salad/stir-fry/ cooked veg-
gies). Again, avoid cereals. Either cot-
tage cheese/tofu with veggies/salad
with cheese or soup and stir-
fry/sprouts. Sprouts contain zinc,
which is important for gut health and
for COVID-19 patients experiencing
loss of smell.

GUT HEALTH
‘Feed the good bacteria, starve

the bad ones.’
Consider this: 70 per cent of our

immune system is in our gut. That’s
why taking care of our gut health is
essential. Both good and bad bacte-
ria live inside the gut, and what we
eat predominately determines which
of the two will flourish. My diet pro-
tocol promotes the feeding of good
bacteria and starving of bad bacteria
which, ultimately, promotes immu-
nity.

Good bacteria strengthen immu-

nity as they aid in fighting pathogens
(like COVID-19). They also release
toxins to counter the effects of the
pathogens and send signals to the rest
of the immune system, allowing it to
mobilise an appropriate response.

Need another reason to keep the
gut healthy? Depression, a recurrent
symptom in COVID-19 patients,
can be alleviated with a good healthy
gut — where 90 per cent of serotonin,
the ‘feel-good’ neurotransmitter, is
produced. So, how do you promote a
healthy gut?
� Eat prebiotics: Feed the good bac-
teria already in your gut prebiotics, a
type of fibre that helps them thrive.
Garlic, berries, onions, and apples are
great examples of prebiotics.
� And probiotics: You can consume
good bacteria, known as probiotics
(either fermented or cultured).
Probiotics are present in fermented
foods like yogurt, kefir, pickles, sauer-
kraut, and kimchi.
� Include good fats: Increase the
consumption of good fats such as
Omega-3, an anti-inflammatory found
in cold water fatty fish like salmon, sar-
dines, and mackerel. When eating
meats, choose grass-fed over grain-fed
as the former is higher in Omega-3.
For vegetarians, nuts and seeds are a
great source of Omega-3; flax and chia
seeds, and walnuts contain high
amounts.
� Eat the rainbow: Another benefi-
cial change that can help strengthen
the gut is to include a variety of fruits
and vegetables in the diet.
� Say goodbye to sugar: Sugar feeds
bad bacteria which, in turn, depress-
es our immune system and weakens
our ability to fight COVID-19, and
other diseases. It promotes inflamma-
tion, which is the root cause of most
comorbidities that are associated with
worse outcomes of COVID-19, irre-
spective of age. So, stop eating sugar
and foods that our bodies rapidly
change into sugar.

(Dr Vishakha Shivdasani is a prac-
tising physician based in Mumbai with
a fellowship in nutrition. The book,
COVID and Post-COVID Recovery:
DrVee’s 6-Point Plan, has been pub-
lished by HarperCollins India.)
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Zinedine Zidane has
resigned as Real Madrid

manager with immediate
effect, the Spanish club
announced on Thursday, just
days after they were beaten to
the La Liga title by Atletico
Madrid.

The Frenchman’s depar-
ture comes at the end of a dis-
appointing campaign for the
13-time European champi-
ons, who also lost to Chelsea
in the Champions League
semi-finals, as they failed to
win a trophy for the first time
in 11 seasons.

“We must now respect his
decision and express our grat-
itude for his professional-
ism, dedication and passion
over the years and what he
means to Real Madrid,” a club
statement said.

“Zidane is one of Real
Madrid’s great icons and his
legacy extends beyond what
he has achieved as a coach
and player at our club.”

The announcement
marks the end of Zidane’s sec-
ond spell in charge of the
Spanish giants.

The 1998 World Cup

winner first took the helm in
January 2016 and guided Real
to the 2017 La Liga title and
an unprecedented hat-trick of
Champions League titles
before abruptly quitting on
May 31, 2018, saying the club
needed “a different voice”.

He returned in 2019 after
Julen Lopetegui and Santiago
Solari were sacked as man-
agers in quick succession and
only won the league title
once and a Spanish Super
Cup.

During his second stint,
Zidane’s task was to rebuild
the club after Portuguese star
striker Cristiano Ronaldo
moved to Juventus.

Real Madrid president
Florentino Perez then opened
the coffers, signing Eden
Hazard from Chelsea as well
as several other rising stars
such as Eder Militao, Luka
Jovic and Ferland Mendy.

But playmaker Hazard
has been injured for most of
the season and most of the
other new recruits disap-
pointed, with Zidane forced
to rely on veteran players such
as Sergio Ramos and Raphael
Varane in defence and Karim
Benzema in attack.
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Rafael Nadal said “no-one
is invincible” in an inter-
view on Thursday as he

targets a 14th French Open title
and record-setting 21st Grand
Slam crown.

“No-one is invincible, any-
where,” said Nadal whose career
record at Roland Garros stands
at 100 victories against just two
losses since his title-winning
Paris debut in 2005.

“This year I lost (early) in
Monte Carlo and Madrid. I
hope not to lose here (Paris) at
Roland Garros. What I can do
is fight.”

Victory in the final in Paris
on June 13 will take Nadal past
the record of 20 majors he cur-
rently shares with Roger
Federer.

Despite his remarkable his-
tory in Paris, Nadal, who turns
35 on June 3, admits he remains
stunned at his longevity in a
sport where he has been an
ever-present in the world top 10
since 2005.

When asked if he could
have imagined still playing in his
mid-30s, Nadal said: “Ten years
ago, no. But if you had asked me
the question two years ago,
maybe I would have answered
yes.

“Ten years ago, I had so
many physical problems that it
was difficult for me to imagine
that my career would last so
long,” added the Spaniard,
whose career has been plagued
by a series of knee injuries.

Nadal will start this year’s
French Open as the overwhelm-
ing favourite once again, boost-
ed by his recent win over world

number one Novak Djokovic in
the Rome Masters final.

62 CLAY COURT TITLES
Of Nadal’s 88 career titles,

62 have come on clay.
He has won at least 10

times each at Roland Garros,

Monte Carlo, Rome and
Barcelona.

Between 2005 and 2007, he
went on an 81-win streak on
clay.

In his great rivalry with
Djokovic, which stands at 29-28
in the Serb’s favour, Nadal holds

the upper hand on clay.
He has a 19-7 record on the

surface against the world num-
ber one and is 9-4 in finals.

Three of those champi-
onship match wins came at
Roland Garros in 2012, 2014
and then last year where Nadal
swept to victory 6-0, 6-2, 7-5.

However, he will still be
wary of Djokovic, the 2016
champion in Paris.

The Serb handed Nadal
one of his two losses at the
French Open, in 2015, six years
after Robin Soderling had been
the first man to achieve the feat.

Apart from Djokovic and
Soderling, only injury has
defeated Nadal in Paris when a
wrist problem forced him to
withdraw after the second
round in 2016.

‘CATHEDRAL OF CLAY’
That helped pave the way

for Djokovic’s lone title at the
tournament.

“Roland Garros is a very
special place for me,” said Nadal.

“But favourite or not, that is
not the question. What matters
is to play well, and the one who
plays the best will be whoever
has the most chances of winning
the tournament.

“My goal is to be the one
who plays the best.”

Nadal describes Roland
Garros as “the cathedral of
clay” and said it is impossible to
pick out which of his 13 titles in
Paris is the most memorable as
“each one has had a particular
resonance in my career”.

However, he has no hesita-
tion in pinpointing the low
points. “My worst memories are
without a doubt 2009 and the
loss to Soderling, but also 2016,
when I had to give up due to a
wrist injury.”
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Paris: Naomi Osaka on
Wednesday said that she will
not take part in news confer-
ences at the forthcoming
French Open, believing that
some post-match inquests are
little more than “kicking a per-
son while they’re down”.

“I am writing this to say
that I am not going to do any
press during Roland Garros,”
the 23-year-old world number
two announced on Twitter.

“I have often felt that
people have no regard for ath-
letes’ mental health and this
rings true whenever I see a
press conference or partake in
one.

“We’re often sat there and
asked questions that we’ve
been asked multiple times
before or asked questions that
bring doubt into our minds
and I am not going to subject
myself to people who doubt
me.”

Under tennis tournament
rules, all players are required
to hold press conferences after
each match.

Osaka regularly packs out
media rooms due to her
standing in the sport and her
charismatic appeal to
reporters.

She added on
Wednesday: “I believe the
whole situation is kicking a
person while they are down
and I don’t understand the
reasoning behind it.” AFP
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Paris: Rafael Nadal, Novak
Djokovic and Roger Federer,
the three most successful men
in Grand Slam tennis history,
were on Thursday all drawn in
the same half of the French
Open.

Having slipped to number
three in the world, it was
always likely that Nadal, would
face top-ranked Djokovic
before the final. The two great
rivals could now meet in the
semi-finals this year.

Djokovic, the 2016 cham-
pion, is top seed and could pos-
sibly face 2009 winner Federer
in the quarter-finals.

All three men are chasing

history at the French Open
which starts on Sunday.

Nadal and Federer are
locked on 20 Grand Slams each
while Djokovic, who has 18,
can become the first man in
over half a century to win all
four majors on more than one
occasion.

In the women’s draw, if the
seedings pan out, world No 1
Ashleigh Barty and defending
champion Iga Swiatek will face
each other in the semi-finals.

Serena Williams is in the
other half of the draw where
Osaka is seeded to face Madrid
champion Aryna Sabalenka
in the last four. AFP
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Villarreal defeated
Manchester United 11-10

on penalties to win their first
major trophy after a 1-1 draw in
the Europa League final as goal-
keeper David de Gea missed the
decisive spot-kick in a remark-
able shootout.

Gerard Moreno gave
Villarreal the lead 29 minutes
into the Spanish club’s first
European final, but Edinson
Cavani equalised early in the
second half before Unai Emery’s
team prevailed on spot-kicks,
extending United’s four-year
trophy drought.

“It’s a disappointed dressing
room. That’s football for you.
Sometimes it’s decided on one
kick — and that’s the difference
between winning and losing,”
said United boss Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer.

“We have to learn from it,
taste this feeling and make sure
we don’t get it again.”

He added: “We didn’t turn
up. We didn’t play as well as we
know we can.”

Villarreal midfielder Francis
Coquelin was delighted that
the victory also led to a place in
next season’s Champions
League.

“It feels really good. To play
against a very good side like

Manchester United, we knew it
would be tough,” Coquelin told
BT Sport.

“We didn’t manage to get to
the Champions League through
the league so to get it through
the Europa League is something
special — and a first title for the
club as well — something amaz-
ing.”

RACIALLY ABUSED
Marcus Rashford says he

was racially abused on social
media following Manchester
United’s defeat in the Europa
League final.

The 23-year-old, who has
previously been a victim of
online attacks, said he had
received “at least 70 racial slurs”
following United’s penalty
shootout loss.

“At least 70 racial slurs on
my social accounts counted so
far,” Rashford wrote on Twitter.
“For those working to make me
feel any worse than I already do,
good luck trying. Rashford
added he was “outraged” that he
was sent “a mountain of mon-
key emojis” in a message from
a person using a profile which
identified them as a teacher.
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England pacer Jofra Archer
has targeted a return to

action in time for the T20 World
Cup in October and the subse-
quent Ashes series after ‘career-
defining’ elbow surgery.

The 26-year-old Sussex
bowler is rehabilitating after an
operation last week and is ready
to miss England’s summer fix-
tures in a bid to finally resolve
a problem with his right elbow.

“One thing I am deter-
mined about post-elbow oper-
ation is not to rush my come-
back because my primary focus
is to be playing for England in
the Twenty20 World Cup and
Ashes later this year,” Archer
wrote in his column for the Daily
Mail.

“Those are my targets. If I

come back before then and
manage to play in the home Test
series against India then fine, so
be it. If I don’t, I am quite pre-
pared to sit out the summer.

“The way I am looking at
things is that I would rather miss
a few weeks of a year so that I

have a few more years in my
career.”

England play two Tests
against New Zealand in June,
followed by white-ball series
against Sri Lanka and Pakistan
before their five-Test series
against India.

The T20 World Cup is
scheduled to take place in
October and November in India
and the Ashes series begins in
Australia in December.

Archer is an established
match-winner in the shortest
format of the game and would
be a certain pick for the T20
showpiece. He is also considered
a vital weapon for the Ashes.

“I’m not going to do myself
any good by coming back before
I’m fully fit, so I will take my
time and do what is best for me
and my life,” Archer said.
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Six-time world champion M C
Mary Kom (51kg) and

Sakshi (54kg) stormed into the
Asian Boxing Championship
finals in Dubai on Thursday
after notching up gruelling vic-
tories in their last-four stage
bouts.

While 2012 London
Olympics Bronze medallist
Mary Kom prevailed 4-1 over
Mongolia’s Lutsaikhan
Altantsetseg, two-time youth
world champion Sakshi
upstaged top-seeded Kazakh
Dina Zholaman 3-2.

However, Monika (48kg)
and debutant Jaismine (57kg)
settled for Bronze medals after
losing their respective semifinal
bouts. Monika went down 0-5
to second seeded Alua
Balkibekova of Kazakhstan.
Jaismine too was bested in a
unanimous verdict by another
Kazakh in Vladislava Kukhta.

The top-seeded Mary Kom
dug from her huge reservoir of
experience to outwit the spright-
ly Altantsetseg.

“It has taken a lot to adjust
to the humid weather here.
Today, I was a bit slow in the
first round but got my rhythm
from the second round
onwards. I had already fought

her once so it didn’t take much
to understand her gameplan,”
Mary Kom told PTI.

The veteran’s right hooks
were particularly impressive in
a compelling performance. She

fought with a perilously low
guard despite the aggressive
intent shown by her rival and
relied on her sharp reflexes to
score on counter-attacks.

“The guard wasn’t needed,
I knew her quite well,” she
quipped.

The 38-year-old will now be
gunning for her sixth Gold
medal at the continental show-
piece. She will be up against
Kazakhstan’s Nazym Kyzaibay,
a two-time world champion.

“I have faced Nazym earli-
er and have even defeated her in
a couple of past tournaments.
Let’s see what’s the challenge I
get this time,” said Mary Kom.

Sakshi also endured a tough
one against Zholaman but came
out trumps, riding on her grit.
She will face Uzbekistan’s Sitora
Shogdarova in the summit clash.

Earlier, in an intense con-
test, Monika just could not
keep pace with Balkibekova,
who craftily dodged the Indian’s
attacks and connected some
eye-catching combination
punches to dominate the pro-
ceedings.
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ATokyo medical group
warned on Thursday that

the Olympics should be held
without spectators because
of virus risks, while a doctors’
association urged outright
cancellation, warning of
potential “disaster”.

Several parts of Japan are
under virus states of emer-
gency over a surge in infec-
tions, and the public is large-
ly opposed to holding the
Games this summer.

Medical groups have
warned the massive event
could introduce new vari-
ants to Japan and strain med-
ical resources as the country
battles a fourth virus wave.

The Tokyo Medical
Association, with over 20,000
members, has not called for
an outright cancellation.

But its chairman Haruo
Ozaki said Thursday that
“holding the Games without
spectators is the bare mini-
mum given the current situ-
ation”.

“This is the Olympics in
a time of emergency,” he said

at a press conference.
Organisers have already

barred overseas fans from
the Tokyo Games, an
unprecedented decision for
the Olympics.

A decision on domestic
spectators is expected in late
June.

The virus states of emer-
gency in several regions,
including Tokyo, are expect-
ed to be extended this week
until June 20.

Ozaki urged the
Government to take stricter
measures against the virus
immediately, warning “this
is the last chance” to subdue
infections before the Games.

Tokyo’s current virus
restrictions allow venues to
have up to 5,000 fans or 50
percent capacity, whichever is
fewer.
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Australia head coach Justin
Langer must change his

coaching style if he wants to
continue in his role, an end-
of-season review of cricket
Down Under has warned.

A source-based report in
the Sydney Morning Herald
said, the 50-year-old was
given a “strong and straight-
forward” feedback — taken
from 40 players and support
staff — about his coaching
style as part of the team’s
regular end-of-season
reviews.

Earlier this year,
after an under-strength
India came back from
behind to hammer
Australia 2-1 in their
own den, some
players had
expressed dis-
s a t i s f a c t i o n
over Langer’s
management
style because of
his intensity
and mood
swings.

L a n g e r ’ s
response to the
feedback across the
rest of the year will
decide whether he
will be handed a
new contract.

“This is

effectively identical to the
process undertaken before
the last World Cup and the
2019 Ashes where the team
performed strongly,” CA’s
national teams boss Ben
Oliver said in a statement to
the publication.

“It’s part of our ongoing
commitment to on-and off-
field improvement and we
expect it will have a similar
benefit in the team’s prepara-
tion for the upcoming T20
World Cup and home Ashes,”

he added.
Assistant coach

Andrew McDonald
received good reviews
with players, saying he

was more approachable.
“In contrast to
reports from the

dressing room
during the

Au s t r a l i a n
s u m m e r ,
players spoke
glowingly in
public of the
mood and
team environ-

ment under
M c D o n a l d ,

whom members of
the Test side had
g r a v i t a t e d
towards due to
his more
a p p r o a c h a b l e
manner.” 
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New Delhi: Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) on
Thursday said all the Tokyo
Games-bound athletes and
officials have got their first
Covid-19 vaccine and they
will get their second doses
before their departure from
the country for the multi-
sporting event. 

“The IOA is ... ensuring
that all the participants
through the IOA for the
Tokyo Olympics including
athletes, technical officials
and delegate members will
follow all precautions and
will be vaccinated before
leaving for Japan,” the IOA
said. “... Presently each of the
above (athletes, technical
officials and delegate mem-
bers) has had the first vac-
cination and 2nd will hap-
pen as per vaccination pro-
tocols,” IOA President and
Secretary General said in the
statement. PNS

All members of Tokyo-bound
Indian contingent will be
vaccinated before departure
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