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When it comes to death,
Delhi has emerged as one

of the most favorite hunting
grounds for coronavirus across
the globe. With a case fatality rate
(CFR) of more than 5 per cent,
the national Capital is now only
behind Poland, Mexico, and
Romania on the daily casualty
chart. Delhi’s CFR is way above
the national average of 1.2 per
cent. While the caseload contin-
ued to show a downward trajec-
tory across the country, the rise
in CFR is worrisome. On
Saturday, Maharashtra too
recorded a high CFR of 2.6 per
cent. The daily Covid-19 infec-
tions dropped further to 34,848
in Maharashtra, while the num-
ber of daily deaths surged to 910
in the State.

Delhi’s neighbour Uttar
Pradesh also recorded a relative-

ly high case fatality ratio of
around 2 per cent. The State
logged in a caseload of 12,513 and
a death tally of 281 during the last
24 hours.

On Saturday, the national
Capital recorded 6,430 new
Covid-19 cases and 337 fatalities.
This translates into a fatality rate

of 5.22 per cent, which is only
behind Poland, Romania and
Mexico in the global arena and
way above the other States in the
country.

On Friday, Romania record-
ed 105 deaths as against 835 fresh
Covid-19 cases for a case fatali-
ty rate of a whopping 13 per cent.

Romania is followed by Poland
which has a case fatality rate of
8.76 per cent. The country
recorded 3,289 cases and 289
deaths on Friday. Poland is close-
ly followed by Mexico which has
a CFR of 8.56 pc (311 deaths
and 3,632 cases).

Continued on Page 13
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Acourt in Geneva has fined
Indian industrialist

Prakash Hinduja 157 million
francs (�1,270 crore) for 
tax violations.

According to Swiss news-
paper Gotham City and Le
Temps, the Geneva Court
imposed the fine on Hinduja
for claiming tax exceptions by
showing his Monaco residen-
cy, while he was actually living
in Geneva. 

“The Geneva tax authori-
ties suspect the billionaire of
Indian origin Prakash Hinduja
of staying in his villa in
Cologny (GE) until April 2018,
when he had officially settled
in Monaco in 2007,” reported
Gotham City. 

“In July 2018, the Geneva
public prosecutor sought to
collect information on Prakash
Hinduja and members of his
family on behalf of the cantonal
tax authorities, in the context
of criminal proceedings,
according to a judgment of the
Federal Court rendered on
April 21 (5A_1042/2020). 

In April 2019, the Federal
Tax Administration opened its
own investigation into this
case, which targets several indi-
viduals. The following month,
the Geneva tax authorities

declared two receiverships,
amounting to 154 million
francs for cantonal and munic-
ipal taxes, and 3 million for fed-
eral taxes” reported Le Temps. 

Hinduja Group controls
Ashok Leyland, IndusInd Bank
and Gulf Lubricants. The
Indian origin conglomerate
having business across the
world was started by late PD
Hinduja in early 1940s. The
Hinduja Group’s companies
are controlled by holding com-
panies situated in tax havens
like Mauritius and Geneva. 

Two months ago, apart
from Swiss newspapers,
London and Mauritius news-
papers reported the charges by
Geneva and Mauritius tri-
bunals against Prakash
Hinduja’s son Ajay Hinduja. 

The reports flagged the
illegalities in holding compa-
nies in Mauritius which con-
trols the entire firms of Hinduja
Group. Apart from the viola-
tions in Mauritius, Sunday
Telegraph of London reported
in a case of alleged forgery
against billionaire business-
man Ajay Hinduja, which has
added to the woes of one of
India’s richest families.
According to the story pub-
lished on Sunday (February 7),
Ajay was subject of a criminal

Continued on Page 13
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Pouring water on the hopes
of people on plasma thera-

py for Covid-19 treatment, a
study has found that it’s no sil-
ver bullet and its usage is not
effective on virus patients. In
other words, it has no effect on
disease severity or mortality.

Plasma therapy is basical-
ly using blood plasma from
recovered patients and infusing
it into newly infected patients.
Doctors have been divided
over its efficacy with several of
them from across India have
been recommending the ther-
apy, asking the patients to
arrange for plasma. They

believe that it helps to transfer
antibodies from recovered
patients to new patients. It is
said to boost the immune
response of a new patient.

However, a team of doctors
after conducting the
Randomised Evaluation of

Covid-19 Therapy [recovery]
trial, said in the “In recovery,
the largest clinical trial of con-
valescent plasma for any infec-
tious indication, we did not
find evidence that high-titre
convalescent plasma improved
survival or other pre-specified

clinical outcomes in patients
hospitalised with Covid-19.

“Whether convalescent
plasma would benefit other
patient groups is unknown
and would need to be evaluat-
ed in other, adequately pow-
ered, randomised clinical tri-
als,” the study published in The
Lancet said.

The trial is underway at
177 NHS hospitals from across
the UK. Earlier, other studies
including India’s ICMR-
PLACID Trial, as well as
Argentina’s PlasmAr Trial have
also shown that plasma thera-
py has no benefit on hospi-
talised Covid patients.

Continued on Page 13
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday took seri-

ous view of reports about ven-
tilators lying unutilised in stor-
age in some States and direct-
ed that an immediate audit of
installation and operation of
ventilators provided by the
Central Government should
be carried out.

Chairing a high-level meet-
ing to take stock of the Covid-
19 situation in the country, the
Prime Minister asked for a dis-
tribution plan for ensuring
oxygen supply in rural areas
where, he said the spread of
virus must be prevented.

The Prime Minister asked
States to be “transparent” while

reporting their cases “as high
numbers does not mean that
they have not done enough to
contain the virus.”

He said localised contain-
ment strategies are the need of
the hour and instructed that
testing needs to be scaled up
further, with use of both RT-
PCR and Rapid Antigen tests,
especially in areas with high
test positivity rates. 

Modi asked for augmenta-
tion of healthcare resources in
rural areas to focus on “door to
door testing and surveillance.”

Continued on Page13
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India’s Covid-19 situation
remains hugely concerning,

with several States continuing
to see a worrying number of
cases, hospitalisations and
deaths, WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
on Friday, warning that the
pandemic’s second year will be
“far more deadly” than the
first for the world.

Ghebreyesus added that
the WHO is responding to the
Covid-19 surge in India and
has shipped thousands of oxy-
gen concentrators, tents for
mobile field hospitals, masks
and other medical supplies.

“India remains hugely con-
cerning, with several states
continuing to see a worrying
number of cases, hospitalisa-
tions and deaths,” he said at the
daily media briefing.

“And we thank all the
stakeholders who are support-
ing India,” the WHO Director-
General said. 

Continued on Page 13
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The impact of aggressive
campaign and massive

mobilisation by political parties

in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Assam and Puducherry
in the run-up to the Assembly
polls are seen as the principal
reasons for massive spread of

corona in these States and
Union Territory. 

The judiciary, World
Health Organization, and
health experts have unequivo-

cally agreed that the 
election-related mobilisation 
paved the way for a later day
Covid-19 surge. 

Here is a reality check:
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With corona cases spiraling
up by the day, Bengal

health data experts have start-
ed questioning whether March-
May electoral extravaganza
played the main villain in
pushing up cases in the State.

According to State
Government reports, while in
the second week of March
when election campaigns had
just started the rate of corona
infections was just about 3-4
per cent of the total RT-PCR
tests done, the figure leaped up
to 31 per cent in the first week
of May when the election
process ended.

“You do not need rocket
science to prove that election
rallies with thousands of peo-
ple made a perfect recipe for
disaster and the disaster is in
front of you to see …Bengal
had a pretty controlled affair till
the month of March and the
cases started jumping up with
each electoral phase…,” said Dr
Kajalkrisna Dey.

Continued on Page 13
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On February 26, 2021, while
then Chief Election

Commissioner Sunil Arora
addressed a nationally tele-
vised Press meet to announce
the poll schedule for the
Assembly election to be held in
West Bengal, Assam, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala, and also the
Union Territory of Puducherry,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
was in a relaxed mood.

Kerala had almost recov-
ered from the Covid-19 cases
which shot up during the
Onam and Christmas festi-
vals. Minutes before he left for
a public meeting at the Capital
city to launch the State-wide
election campaign of the
CPI(M)-led Left Democratic

Front, Minister for health KK
Shylaja mailed him the details
of the day’s Covid figures.

It read that the State had
diagnosed 3,671 new cases
while 14 deaths were recorded
from across Kerala. The posi-
tive rate was 5.41 per cent. The
figures, new cases or fatalities,
were comparatively lower than
the national average and the
scenario on that Friday did not
warrant any apprehension,
member of the task force had
told him.

Continued on Page 13
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Tamil Nadu has
seen both the

extremes of the
pandemic Covid-
19 during the last
year. The State suc-
ceeded in control-
ling the transmis-
sion of the pandemic in the initial days
when delegates of Tablighi Jamaat con-
gregation held at New Delhi returned to
Tamil Nadu in the first week of March 2020.
Though the pandemic peaked by mid-2020
the total lockdown, had helped the author-
ities in bringing down the number of newly
diagnosed cases from 40,000 in mid-2020
to below the 500 marks by February 2021.

Continued on Page 13
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On February 26,
when the

E l e c t i o n
Commission of
India announced
the schedule of
Assembly polls, the
Union Territory of
Puducherry recorded just 29 Covid-19
cases and zero death. The total caseload
stood 39,669 and the death figure at 667.

Ten and a half weeks down the line, the
UT has seen 60 times jump in corona cases.
The UT is recording at an average of 1,800
new cases and 25 deaths every day during
the last week.

Continued on Page 13
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Assam lived
with little trace

of coronavirus till
the electioneering
picked up and lead-
ers descended on the State from all parts
of the country amid massive mobilisation
of people and resources on the ground.

When the poll schedule was
announced on February 26, the State
recorded just 34 cases and one death in a
24-hour period. People lived without any
fear of Covid, which was just beginning to
show an uptick in other parts of the coun-
try in the early second week of February.

But that was it. The poll fever changed
it all.  Continued on Page 13
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Misuse of steroids is a major
cause behind rising cases

of black fungus, also known as
mucormycosis infection,
among vulnerable Covid-19
patients, including those suf-
fering from diabetes, AIIMS
director Dr Randeep Guleria
on Saturday said, asking the
doctors to follow Government
protocol while dealing with
such drugs.

He said that patients who
are diabetic or Covid-19 posi-
tive and are taking steroids have
an increased chance of con-
tracting the fungal infection as
it could lead to weakened
immune systems.

“It is thus all the more
important to properly follow
protocols of infection control
practices at hospitals,” he said,
indicating that during 
Covid-19, patients prescribed
heavy and prolonged steroid
doses can have weakened

immune systems.
Mucormycosis spores are

found in soil, air, and even in
food, said the AIIMS chief
while addressing a press con-
ference here on Saturday. He
said that the black fungus can
affect the face, infecting the
nose, orbit of the eye, or brain,
which can even cause vision
loss. He added that it can also
spread to the lung.

In a new advisory over
black fungus infection, the
Centre has asked people to be
extra careful regarding infec-
tion protocols since 
the fungus enters the body
through a cut, scrape, burn, or
other types of skin trauma
when the skin comes in contact
with fungal spores in the envi-
ronment.

Dr Guleria also said 
that the mucormycosis 
fungal spores are of low 
virulence and usually do not
cause infection. 

Continued on Page 13
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In order to break the trans-
mission chain of coronavirus,

the Uttar Pradesh government
has decided to extend the
corona curfew in the state for
another week. The curbs which
were imposed till May 17 were
extended till 7 am of May 24,
UP government spokesperson
and minister Sidharth Nath
Singh here on Saturday
evening. However, he said that
online classes could be
resumed from May 20.

Essential services like vac-
cination, industrial activities,
medical work, etc will contin-
ue, he said. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath chaired a
meeting of the state council of
ministers on Saturday. Though
the positivity rate of Covid was
receding in the state, the coro-
na curfew was required for fur-
ther control, he said.

The UP government has
also decided to provide Rs
1,000 to registered street
venders, rickshaw-pullers and

the poor along with free ration
for three months to ration
card-holders. Singh said that 15
crore people would be benefit-
ed with free ration and one
crore people would be benefit-
ed with Rs 1,000.

Meanwhile, Yogi
Adityanath announced on
Saturday that the treatment of
patients for post-Covid com-
plications will be free in the
state. The CM said the patients
who have tested negative but
still need post-Covid care
should be provided with the
same medical care as Covid
patients.

“Many patients who have
recovered from COVID-19 still
require periodic monitoring
and medical assistance. Post-
Covid care and treatment is
also important. Upon careful
assessment of their medical
condition and based on the
intensity of the care required,
such patients must be assigned
beds with requisite oxygen
availability in L-1 hospitals,” the
CM said while addressing a

high-level Covid review meet-
ing on Saturday evening.

According to an official
communique, Uttar Pradesh
has witnessed significant
improvement with the aggres-
sive T3 (test, trace and treat)
mechanism of the CM. The
active Covid cases have shown
a steep decline in the last fort-
night. The active cases have
come down from 3,10,784 on
April 30 to 1,77, 643 at present.

With daily recoveries con-
sistently improving, more than
14,14,259 patients have defeat-
ed the deadly virus even as the
state’s recovery rate has now
gone up to 88%. A total of
12,547 new cases were record-
ed in the last 24 hours, the low-
est in 15 days, while the recov-
ery figures stood at 28,404.

To break the transmission
chain, over 2,56,755 Covid
tests have been  conducted in
the last 24 hours, of which
1,12,000 were RT-PCR 
tests. UP is the first state to
have conducted 4,44,27,447
tests.
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An Israeli airstrike on Saturday
targeted and destroyed a

high-rise building in Gaza City
that housed offices of The
Associated Press and other media
outlets. Hours later, Israel
bombed the home of Khalil al-
Hayeh, a top  leader of Gaza’s rul-
ing militant Hamas group. 

The Israeli military said Al-
Hayeh’s home served as part of
what it said was the militant
group’s “terrorist infrastructure.”
Al-Hayeh is a senior figure in the
Hamas political leadership in
Gaza, and the attack marked a
further escalation, signaling that
Israel is going after Hamas’ top
leadership, and not just 
military commanders. His fate
after the strike was not immedi-
ately known. Earlier, AP staffers
and other tenants safely evacu-
ated the building after the mili-
tary telephoned a warning that 
the strike was imminent within
an hour.  For 15 years, the AP’s
top-floor office and roof terrace
were a prime location for cover-
ing Israel’s conflicts with Gaza’s
Hamas rulers, including wars in
2009 and 2014. The news
agency’s camera offered 24-hour
live shots as militants’ rockets
arched toward Israel and Israeli
airstrikes hammered the city
and its surrounding area this
week. 
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NOTICE

Lucknow (PNS): UP BJP
president  Swatantra Dev
Singh on Saturday took a jibe
at Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on the issue of
Covid vaccine.  Singh
slammed the former CM for
his diatribe against the Covid
vaccine.

Akhilesh Yadav had said
in January earlier this year that
he would not take the “BJP’s
vaccine” and also that every-
one would be vaccinated for
free when his party came to

power. Following criticism,
he had subsequently tweeted
that he had full confidence in
the ability of India’s scientists,
but would not take the BJP’s
“political vaccine.”

Meanwhile, the BJP has
stepped up preparations for
winning the maximum num-
ber of seats of block pramukh
and district panchayat chair-
man. The BJP had suffered a
setback in several districts
politically crucial for its polit-
ical agenda.
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The UP government is said
to have made all arrange-

ments to meet the demand of
vaccines in the state. On
Saturday, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday
announced the expansion of
the vaccination drive in the
state. From Monday, vaccine
jabs will be administered to
people in the 18+ category in
five more districts, including
Mirzapur, Banda, Gonda,
Azamgarh and Basti.

“The vaccination drive for
the 18+ category has been sus-
pended in Delhi, Mumbai,
Rajasthan and Karnataka due
to the shortage of vaccines. On
the contrary, Uttar Pradesh,
despite being the most popu-
lous state, is conducting aggres-
sive vaccination to counter the
pandemic surge under the
supervision of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath,” according to
an official communique
released on Saturday.

The districts where the
vaccination drive is underway
include Aligarh, Agra,
Prayagraj, Kanpur, Ghaziabad,
Gorakhpur, Jhansi, Bareilly,

Meerut, Moradabad, Lucknow,
Varanasi, Saharanpur,
Firozabad, Mathura-
Vrindavan, Ayodhya,
Shahjahanpur, Gautam Budh
Nagar, Mirzapur, Banda,
Gonda, Azamgarh and Basti.

Experts said quickly vacci-
nating all adults is crucial to
fighting the devastating second
wave. The state has so far
administered as many as
1,47,94,597 doses of vaccine. As

many as 1,16,12,525 people
have received their first dose
while 31,82,072 have been fully
vaccinated. Till now, a total of
3,65,835 doses have been
administered to people in 18-
44 years category.

“While choosing a vaccine
centre, make sure that there is
an open space for the waiting
area to maintain social distanc-
ing,” the CM told officials con-
cerned. He added that online

registration was mandatory for
taking the shot.

The state government has
already made an advance pay-
ment to the vaccine manufac-
turers. The government has
already placed orders for the
supply of one crore Covid vac-
cine doses — 50 lakh doses
from Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech International Limited
that manufactures Covaxin
and 50 lakh doses from the
Pune-based Serum Institute of
India that makes Covishield.
The state has received 3.50 lakh
Covishield doses and 1.50 lakh
Covaxin doses.

The state government had
floated a global tender for 40
million vaccine doses earlier
this month to fulfil the huge
requirement. The government
has also opened communica-
tion channels with prospective
suppliers to ensure quick deliv-
ery of vaccines to boost the
inoculation

Uttar Pradesh is estimated
to spend up to Rs 100 billion to
buy the vaccines. The state gov-
ernment held early talks this
week with companies such as
Pfizer and the local partner of
the maker of Russia’s Sputnik V.
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After paucity of medical oxy-
gen having nearly derailed

the treatment of Covid patients
across the state in recent weeks,
a total of 1010.50 MT of oxygen
was supplied to medical colleges,
medical institutes, private hos-
pitals and refillers in Uttar
Pradesh during the past 24
hours. A total of 3,900 patients
in home isolation were also
supplied 29.23 MT of oxygen
through cylinders.

Additional Chief Secretary,
Home, Awanish Kumar Awasthi
said in Lucknow on Saturday
that of the total supply, 820.88
MT was supplied to the refillers
by Department of Food Safety
and Drug Administration,
299.26 tons were supplied to
medical colleges and medical
institutions and 97.89 tons of
was supplied directly to private
hospitals by suppliers. Awasthi
also said that the state was get-
ting the vital fluid through
trains from Linde, Inox and

Reliance Company. “For the
first time, oxygen was supplied
to Gorakhpur through a train
from Linde Company on
Saturday.  So far, 30 Oxygen
Express and 14 Jeevan Rakshak
Oxygen Express liquid medical
vehicles have reached Kanpur,
Gorakhpur, Moradabad, Agra,
Varanasi, Meerut, Ghaziabad,
Mirzapur, Bareilly, Lucknow,
Saharanpur divisions through a
total of 44 trains.Kanpur was
supplied with 95.25 MT oxygen,
Varanasi 48.72 MT, Prayagraj
35.35 MT, Meerut 301.42 MT,
Moradabad 46.97 MT, Agra
70.10 MT, Gorakhpur 56.23

MT while  53.73 MT of oxygen
was delivered in Saharanpur
and 119.01 MT in Lucknow in
the last 24 hours.

On the instructions of the
chief minister, online monitor-
ing of oxygen supply system was
being done by a special control
room in Home Department
and senior officers and employ-
ees of Home Department, Food
Safety and Drug Administration,
Medical Education, Medical
Health and Family Welfare and
Transport Department were
working continuously in sync to
ensure smooth supply of the
fluid.
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Taking cognisance of
increasing cases of

mucormycosis (black fungus)
in recovered and under-treat-
ment Covid patients, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
directed top officials to coordi-
nate with the advisory commit-
tee of state-level health experts
immediately to formulate and
release necessary guidelines
for its treatment so that the dis-
ease could be nipped in the
bud.

As per an official commu-
niqué released on Saturday,
senior officers engaged in
Covid management in the state
were asked to proactively
engage in the efforts to fight
black fungus thereby prevent-
ing it from acquiring ominous

proportions in future.  Also the
government has asked the offi-
cials to ensure the availability
of essential medicines for both
prevention and treatment of the
disease.

The Yogi government has
also called for online training
of Health professionals engaged
in the treatment of black fun-
gus. Authorities were  also
directed to immediately con-
nect all medical colleges, Chief
Medical Officers (CMOs) and
other physicians involved in
Covid treatment with experts
at Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences
(SGPGIMS) to facilitate neces-
sary training for them.

To overcome the challenges
posed by the rising number of
black fungus cases, the govern-
ment formed a 12-member

Covid-19 Associated
Mucormycosis (CAM) man-
agement team of SGPGI which
will be responsible for forming
Rapid Response Teams (RRTs),
charting out treatment proto-
col, ensuring availability of
medicines and database of
cases, creation of more teams
in state medical colleges and
hospitals, sensitisation of
Healthcare workers for early
diagnosis and management of
cases as per ICMR guidelines
and also make recommenda-
tions to reduce panic among
public and Health care workers.

Members of the expert
team include, Nodal Officer Dr
Amir Kesari (Neuro-otology)
and members Prof Alok Nath
(HoD, Pulmonary Medicine),
Prof Shantanu Pandey (CVTS),
Prof Vikas Kannojia

(Ophthalmology), Prog
Rungmie Marak
(Microbiology),  Dr Subhash
Yadav (Endocrinology),  Dr
Arun Srivastava
(Neurosurgery), Dr Pawan
Kumar Verma (Neurosurgery),
Dr Sujit Kumar Gautam
(Anesthesiology), Dr Chetna
Shamsheri  (Anesthesiology),
Dr Vinita Mani (Neurosurgery)
and Dr Kuldeep Vishwakarma
(Maxillofacial surgery).

The high risk groups for
black fungus infections are
Covid-19 patients, patients
with uncontrolled diabetes
mellitus (DM); Type 2 DM
patients on high steroids ther-
apy, patients receiving
Immunosuppressive therapy
and patients in ICU for a long
time, on oxygen therapy and
with high ferritin.
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After lady doctors and nurs-
es beside their male col-

leagues gallantly fighting the
second Covid wave in urban
Uttar Pradesh, Anganwadi
workers are playing a pivotal
role in breaking the chain of
transmission in villages of 
the state.

In a bid to flatten the
Corona virus curve in rural UP,
more than one lakh Anganwadi
workers along with Asha work-
ers and ANMs have been work-
ing tirelessly through 60,000
monitoring committees formed
by the state government at the
grass root level. The women
warriors have been diligently
engaged in activities ranging
from door-to-door surveys,
contact-tracing, organizing
awareness campaigns and
ensuring quarantine / isolation.
The yeoman service rendered
by these women Corona war-
riors  was recently hailed by the
WHO and NITI Aayog.

Working on the T3 ( Test,
Trace and Treat) mechanism of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, around 60,569
monitoring committees with
around 4 lakh members have
been set up in 58,194-gram
panchayats to provide relief and
timely medical facilities to the
villagers against the deadly
Corona second wave. As many
as one lakh Anganwadi women
are working round the clock for
public welfare in these trying
conditions. Officials engaged in
Covid management in
Lucknow said that Anganwadi
and Asha workers along with
ANMs have to generate leads
about diseases.  

“Since they have a mandate
as well as goodwill, an
Anganwadi worker was the
most trustworthy interface of
government with the public.
The government has been
training Anganwadi workers to
deal with the crises for a year
and now they were guiding the
patients on how to take the
right medicines and informing
them about isolating patients
for the larger good. Monitoring
committees are also playing an
important role in identifying

Covid-infected persons
through contact tracing.
Contact tracing is an essential
public health tool used to stop
the transmission provided it is
done timely and all contacts are
screened effectively. Testing of
more than 24 lakh people has
been done in all gram panchay-
ats of the  state, of which, more
than one lakh people were iso-
lated and were being treated,
the official said.
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The UP model of Covid control has come in for
praise from the Bombay High Court. The court,

in its observation, looked convinced by the model
adopted by the UP government to save people, espe-
cially children, from corona infection.

Earlier, the World Health Organization (WHO)
and NITI Aayog had praised the Yogi government
for Covid management. The Bombay High Court,
while referring to the arrangements made for the
protection of children from corona infection, asked
the Maharashtra government as to why it did not
consider doing that. The reference was the UP gov-
ernment’s initiative  to make 50 to 100 paediatric
beds in every major city of the state. Even the med-
ical fraternity described this decision of the UP gov-
ernment as a boon for children.

As per an official release, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has always been very serious about pro-
tecting children from diseases. Purvanchal is
aware of his campaign to eradicate life-threaten-
ing diseases like Japanese encephalitis. In the same
sequence, when the chief minister adopted the T3
(test, trace and treat) strategy, he instructed med-
ical experts to prepare a separate plan to save chil-
dren from corona infection. On the advice of the
medical experts, the CM gave instructions to offi-
cials to arrange  50-100 paediatric beds in all major
cities of the state, especially for children above one
month. In fact, all the districts have been asked to
remain on alert mode to ensure that there is prop-
er treatment of children in the state. The CM  has
also ordered to increase the manpower for the chil-
dren’s hospitals.

The CM said that if necessary, the services of
ex-servicemen and retired medicos  should be
taken. Even the medical students may be trained
in this regard.    Paediatrician Dr Salman Khan from
Dufferin Hospital in Lucknow said that the deci-
sion of the UP government to immediately make
50-100 paediatric beds in all major cities was an
effective way to protect children. He said that under
this system, dedicated beds are there in paediatric
ICUs, neonatal ICUs and sick newborn care units.

In fact, the bench of Bombay High Court com-
prising Chief Justice Dipankar Dutta and Justice
Girish Kulkarni had taken cognisance of the news
reports about this UP model and asked the
Maharashtra government to consider doing so.
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The third wave of novel
coronavirus is likely to

strike Uttar Pradesh in the
next three to six months.

Nodal Covid officer of
King George’s Medical
University, Dr Surya Kant
Tripathi, while giving a very
scientific reason for the
expected third wave of coro-
navirus coming within this
period said, “If we look at the
first wave, the peak was
reached on September 16 last
year and exactly six months
later -- March 16, 2021 -- the
second wave arrived which
means that we have to gear up
and prepare for October-
November this year for the
third wave to arrive.”

Talking about other rea-
sons why the third wave would
occur between three to six
months, he said that all those
who caught the novel coron-
avirus infection in April and
May would develop antibod-
ies and this antibody titre
would go down after three
months, keeping them safe
till July, August. He said that
it also depended on how fast
the people were vaccinated.

“We need to vaccinate 90
crore people in the country
which means 180 crore doses

of the Covid vaccine. The
Central government has
announced that by the end of
December 200 crore doses of
the vaccine will be available
which will suffice for India.
They are predicting that by the
end of July 25, crores of peo-
ple will be vaccinated,” he
said.

Dr Surya Kant pointed
out that the UP government
was also taking a lead at the
national level and had already
ordered one crore vaccine
doses -- 50 lakh doses of
Covishield and 50 lakh of
Covaxin.

“However, UP is a big
state and the population below
18 years will be around 10-12
crore. For a proper herd
immunity to develop, 8-9 crore
people will have to be vacci-
nated in the state which is a
very big target and I believe
that by the end of July we can
cover 3-4 crore people,” he
said.

The KGMU nodal Covid
officer said that the vaccina-
tion started in January 2021
and would continue ti l l
December 2021. “The very
big question here is what hap-
pens in 2022 is something
which we cannot comment
upon. Time will only tell
whether we need the booster
dose or not,” he said.

Dr Surya Kant admitted
that with more and more peo-
ple getting vaccinated and
with more people infected
recently, the state had a larg-
er number of people who were
protected having developed
antibodies in UP. “The virus
will now look for unprotected
hosts,” he added.

He said the third wave
would be weaker because most
of the countries had already
vaccinated large populations.

“Israel is the only country
in the world which has vacci-
nated over 81 per cent of its
people and did not face the

third wave,” he said
Meanwhile, Dr Surya Kant

said that things appeared to be
on a brighter side as the wait-
ing time for bed had gone now
for the COVID-19 patients.

“Occupancy of beds is
now 95 per cent. The demand
for ICU beds has gone down
by 5-10 per cent. We had to
close two wards on Saturday,”
he said. 

The KGMU nodal Covid
officer said that the oxygen
supply was good and there
were adequate beds. However,
he said, the bed strength
would be continued for the

expected third wave.
When asked if testing was

now low as a result of which a
lesser number of people were
testing positive, he said even if
testing was low, it could be
seen that now a lesser number
of serious patients were com-
ing to hospitals. “If the patient
is serious, irrespective of the
fact that testing is low, the
patient has to go to some
place for treatment. He/she
cannot be confined to the
home alone,” he said.

Meanwhile, president of
People Health Organisation,
Dr Ishwar Gilada, said the

third wave was expected any-
where between 4-6 months
and it would be less severe.

He said the extended lock-
down in various states had
helped in breaking the novel
coronavirus chain.

“The urban UP is getting
better and better every day,” he
pointed out. Commenting on
the increase in the gap
between two Covishield doses
by the Central government, Dr
Gilada said that studies carried
out in the United Kingdom
and by the World Health
Organisation had shown that
the vaccine was more effective
when given a large months’
gap. “The Government of
India has decided on a gap of
12 to 16 weeks between two
doses of the vaccine. The fact
is that one dose of the vaccine
is enough and the second
dose is a booster. The second
dose is given because some
people do not respond well to
the first dose. In the UK, they
decided to give the first dose
to many people rather than
two doses to a few people in a
gap of 8-12 weeks,” he said. Dr
Gilada said that giving the
dose in a gap of 12-16 weeks
would help in achieving two
goals, one being that the
demand would be less and sec-
ondly better results would be
obtained.
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Mucormycosis, commonly called black fungus,
is an uncommon opportunistic invasive fun-

gal infection which occurs in immunosuppressed
patients. Uncontrolled diabetes is the most common
risk factor for acquiring this infection.

These spores of this fungal are found in the air
and on decomposed debris and gain entry into sinus-
es and lungs by breathing contaminated air and
patients of COVID-19 with uncontrolled diabetes
and those undergoing treatment with steroids are at
higher risk of mucormycosis. A multidisciplinary
approach is paramount to its successful management.

This was stated in a virtual programme organ-
ised by Sanjay Gandhi Post-graduate institute of
Medical Sciences on Saturday on ‘management and
treatment of mucormycosis’ on zoom platform that
was shared with 52 medical colleges of UP.

SGPGI Director Prof RK Dhiman said that a
microbiologist, ENT specialist, ophthalmologist
and  diabetologist played a very important role in
diagnosing and treating patients with mucormyco-
sis so a multidisciplinary approach was paramount
to its successful management.

Dr RK Singh, professor and head of emergency
medicine at SGPGI, elaborated on the types of
mucormycosis, its prevention and early diagnosis.

“Though several types of mucormycosis exist,
Rhino-Orbital-Cerebral (ROC) Mucormycosis is the
most common and most aggressive form in diabet-
ic patients. High index of suspicion for early diag-
nosis is essential to its effective management and
optimal outcome. Prolonged antifungal therapy along
with an aggressive surgical intervention by trained
ENT specialists is urgently needed. Prevention is the
key to management,” he said.

Dr Amit Kesari, professor, neurotology at
SGPGI, said that patients with high blood sugar and
high ferritin were at high risk of mucormycosis.

“Microbiologist and radiological evaluation
and  ENT examination can diagnose it in the early
stage. MRI can show the blood vessel which is being
invaded. Any ENT surgeon can perform the surgery
in the first or second stage that is nasal cavity or
sinus,” he said.

This was followed by a talk by Dr Rachna
Agarwal, professor, ophthalmology at SGPGI, who
elaborated on the involvement of eyes in this fun-
gal infection. She said that vision loss should be doc-
umented, examination of pupils and ocular move-
ments should be done for early diagnosis.

“Early surgery should be done and it can also
be done in all the medical colleges by trained oph-
thalmologists,” she said. Dr Rumi S Marak, profes-
sor, microbiology at SGPGI, explained the need and
techniques of blood sampling and tissue biopsy for
diagnosing mucormycosis.

This was followed by an educative talk by Dr
Subhash Yadav, professor, endocrinology, who elab-
orated on the treatment modality of patients with
uncontrolled blood sugars in managing this dead-
ly fungal infection.

“It is important to identify the at-risk patients,
stricter glycemic control, judicious use of steroids
in COVID-19, wearing of masks all times by
patients, improved air quality index within hospi-
tal, optimal manpower, screening for it at time of
admission and during hospital stay as well as dur-
ing follow up can help mitigate this threat,” the pro-
fessor sad. The session was attended by 546 partic-
ipants and 176 questions were asked by them.
Participants demanded a repetition of the session.
The session will be repeated again on May 19in case-
based discussion mode.

Lucknow (PNS): In a freak incident, a milk vendor
died after an iron rod got pierced through his chest
in Mall police station area. Kin and villagers
protested, demanded compensation. The deceased
was identified as Aquil of Sarthara village. He was
going to bring milk from a neighbouring village on
a bike. When he reached Pataura village, he was hit
by a rod being carried over shoulders by two labour-
ers. Aquil died due to excessive bleeding. The news
spread like wildfire and a huge number of villagers
and kin of the deceased gathered at the scene. They
blocked the road and demanded compensation.
Senior officials reached the scene and counseled the
protesters to end the dharna. The police detained a
labourer, identified as Buddhu. The police said the
labourers carrying the iron rod over their shoulders
were working at a construction site in Pataura.
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Anew facility has been added
at KGMU in the form of a

group for the counselling and
comforting the4 family and rel-
atives of COVID-19 patients.

KGMU spokesperson Dr
Sudhir Singh said that for each
Covid ICU, two interns and a
supervising senior faculty had
been deployed for this service.

“They are supposed to make
regular calls to the families of
COVID-19 patients admitted in
ICU from 3 pm to 5 pm. They
express empathy and ensure
their trust in our doctors and

ensure that they are well
informed about the status of
patients,” he said. “Interns will
then provide feedback and sub-
mit a report to the medical
superintendent’s office every
week for any help in psycholog-
ical counselling. Resource per-
son is Dr Pawan, faculty, depart-
ment of psychiatry,” he said.

Meanwhile, the district
administration has also started
Covid and post-Covid coun-
selling services free of cost. It was
launched by District Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash at the Smart
City Office. Patients can dial
0522-4523023 for counselling.
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The corona graph contin-
ued to decline as only 617

fresh coronavirus infection
cases were detected in
Lucknow on Saturday while
2,371 patients recovered.
Besides, 12 patients suc-
cumbed while battling the
deadly disease.

Uttar Pradesh reported
12,547 fresh Covid cases in
the past 24 hours while
28,404 patients recovered
during the same period. As

many as 281 deaths were
also reported. The highest toll
(19) was reported from
Meerut, followed by 15 in
Chandauli, 14 in Kanpur, 12
each in Lucknow & Auraiya
and 10 in Gautam Buddha
Nagar. Presently, there are
1.77 lakh active Covid
patients in the state while
17,238 patients have suc-
cumbed.  On Saturday,
Meerut witnessed the maxi-
mum number of 879 fresh
cases followed by 801 in
Gorakhpur. Lucknow report-

ed 617 fresh cases but the
recovery was more than three
times at 2371. Now active
cases in Lucknow have come
down to 12,474.

Additional Chief
Secretary, Health, Amit
Mohan Prasad said in
Lucknow on Saturday that on
Friday, 2.56  lakh people
were tested for Covid infec-
tion taking the total investi-
gations to 4. 44 crore in the
state. He said that the recov-
ery percentage has gone up to
around 88 per cent.
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Two boys drowned in a lake
while another was feared

drowned in Kakori on
Saturday. Police recovered the
bodies and one of the deceased
was identified as Abdul Wahab
of Saadatganj. The identity of
another deceased was being
ascertained while divers were
searching for another person.

Reports said Abdul Wahab,
along with 8-10 friends, had
gone to take a dip in the lake
which was given a facelift

under a government scheme
recently. The lake is located
alongside the road between
Kakori and Malihabad. The
police got a call and reached the
scene and Abdul Wahab was
taken out and rushed to
KGMU, where he was declared
dead.

Meanwhile, another group
of boys reached the scene and
after a while, the police were
tipped off that two boys had
drowned in the lake. The police
got the body of a 15-year-old
boy fished out but his identity

could not be ascertained. In
another incident in Kakori, a
youth was found hanging from
a tree with a rope tied around
his neck in the forest cover near
Tikoniya locality on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, a BA (I) stu-
dent ended her life at her
uncle’s house where she was liv-
ing for the last one year, in
Talkatora police station area on
Friday night. She was identified
as Shalini of Madhoganj local-
ity in Hardoi. She was staying
at her uncle Ram Sahai’s house
in Ashok Vihar Colony.

On Friday afternoon, Ram
Sahai and his family went to his
in-laws’ house in Rasoolpur
locality in Hardoi while Shalini
stayed back. “We returned
around 10:30 pm on Friday and
gave calls to Shalini but she did
not respond. We somehow
gained entry into the house and
went into her room, only to
find her hanging from the
ventilator with a dupatta tied
around her neck,” Ram Sahai
said. Police sent the body for
autopsy and started further
probe.
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For the first time since its
inception, the Indian

Institute of Management
(Lucknow) held online convo-
cation on Saturday in view of
the Covid pandemic.  

At the 35th convocation of
the IIM-L, 646 students were
awarded degrees by Chairman
of IIM-L Board of Governors
N Chandrasekaran, and
Director Prof  Archana
Shukla. Dr Janmejaya Sinha,
Chairman of India, Boston
Consulting Group, was the
chief guest  on the occasion.
As many as 404 students from
the 35th batch of PG pro-
gramme in Management, 74
students from the 16th batch
of PG programme in Agri-
Business Management, 19 stu-
dents from Doctoral
Programme (FPM), along

with 103 students from
International Programme in
Management for  Executives
(IPMX), 29 students from PG
programme in Sustainable
Management and 17  stu-
dents from Executive Fellow
Programme in Management
(EFPM) received their
degrees. The Chairman’s Gold
Medal was awarded to
Agar wal Vishal Satish,
Director’s Medal  to Sauhard
Gupta, Chairman’s Medal  to
Radhika Chappolia,
Budhiraja Medal for best all-
rounder to Kaushik G and
Harishankar Singhania Medal
for best all-rounder to Piyush
Kedia.

Prof Archana Shukla
highlighted the accomplish-
ments of students, alumni
and faculty of the institute in
the academic year 2020-2021.
“This year, the institute

achieved a massive digital
transformation. IIM-L also
worked in close coordination
with the chairperson, board of
governors, board members,
senior alumni  and faculty to
discuss, debate and adopt a
perspective plan and Vision-
2030 document. The  perspec-
tive plan and vision document
has drawn clearly defined
goalposts on programme con-
solidation, Technological
upgrade, collaboration and
alumni involvement, focus on
entrepreneurship and hybrid
management development
programmes,” she said. 

N Chandrasekaran spoke
about the challenges the pan-
demic has  thrown and how all
have to work together to start
afresh. He said that not every-
thing is dark  and bleak in this
pandemic as there are some
positives too.
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A50-year-old man was beat-
en to death over a petty

issue in Sushant Golf City area
on Friday. However, police said
they did not detect any external
injury on the body which was
sent for autopsy. The police
detained the accused and he was
being interrogated even as he
was booked for culpable homi-
cide. Victim’s wife Sunita lodged
a case of murder, alleging that
he succumbed to the injuries
inflicted on him by the accused
intentionally. She alleged that
the police were trying to save 
the accused by tweaking the
findings.

The victim, identified as Raj
Kumar of Sitapur, was a labour-
er. He, along with his wife, lived
in a rented accommodation.
Sunita told the police that Raj

Kumar was returning from a
construction site in the evening.
On the way, his bicycle hit the
motorcycle of Yogendra Singh
aka Yogi, a resident of the same
locality. Yogendra thrashed Raj
Kumar and kicked him in the
stomach. She said Raj Kumar
did not retaliate and returned
home looking frazzled.

“He succumbed to the
injuries this morning. He was
being treated at home as I failed
to get him hospitalised even as
no police help came my way.
Surprisingly, the police failed to
detect any injuries on my hus-
band’s body,” she said.

A police spokesman said a
case under Section 304 of IPC
was registered against Yogendra
and he had been detained. 

In another case, body of a
man was recovered from a
drain in Hasanganj police sta-

tion area on Saturday. Police said
the deceased was an alcoholic
and died of excess liquor con-
sumption. He was identified as
Mirza Wasiullah Baig aka
Sheebu of Bhoosamandi in
Aminabad.

A police spokesman said a
resident of Mashalchi Tola spot-
ted the body and informed
them. “Prima facie, there were
no external injuries on the body
which was sent for autopsy,” he
said.           

Meanwhile, a man died
while three others were injured
when two bikes collided in
Gosainganj on Friday night.
The deceased was identified as
Sumit of PGI police station
area while the injured as Guddu,
Chhote and Pankaj of Amethi
locality in Gosainganj. The
mishap occurred near
Gangaganj Dhaba.
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UP Electricity Regulatory
Commission (UPERC)

will hold virtual hearing from
May 17 for revision in power
tariff for the current fiscal
2021-22. The Central
Electricity Regulatory
Commission has directed the
UPERC to hold the hearing on

the annual revenue require-
ment (ARR) filed by the UP
Power Corporation Limited in
January this year.

UP Power Consumer
Forum has filed its objections
against the ARR filed by
UPPCL. The forum has plead-
ed for the reduction in power
tariff by 25 per cent. The power
tariff is, however, all set to be

hiked as the regulator is likely
to allow the slab revision for
power consumption by differ-
ent categories of consumers.

Avadesh Kumar Verma,
chairman of the forum, said
the power regulator, in its pre-
vious tariff order in 2019, had
approved line losses of only
11.08 per cent. The UPPCL, in
its ARR for 2021-22, has shown

the line losses of 16.64 per cent.
Verma said the high line loss-
es shown by UPPCL are clear
violation of the order of the
power regulator.

UPPCL, seeking hike in
power tariff, had filed fresh
ARR for the fiscal 2021-22
with the UP State Electricity
Regulatory Commission in
January last. ARR is a projec-

tion of power tariff, which
UPPCL seeks to recover in a
new financial year.  UPERC
sources said that UPPCL’s effi-
cacy in recovering revenue
from consumers will be keen-
ly examined before taking a
decision on tariff hike. 

“Revenue recovery needs
to be improved and aggregate
commercial and technical loss-

es, essentially signifying line
losses from power theft, need
to be brought down,” an official
of UPERC said. The develop-
ment gains significance as it
will be a difficult decision for
the state government to imple-
ment the hike in tariff as the
challenge in coming months
will be the resumption of eco-
nomic activity post-lockdown. 
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In an eerie similarity to the
murder of ganglord Munna

Bajrangi by a fellow inmate
inside Baghpat Distrit Jail in
2019, two listed gangsters
aligned with jailed don-turned
politico Mukhtar Ansari were
shot dead by another notorious
criminal by Sumit Dikshit alias
Anshu using a 9 mm pistol
inside Chitrakoot District Jail on
Friday. The gangster allegedly
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath slammed the

Congress-led government in
Punjab for creating a new
Malerkotla district with
Muslim majority population.

“The creation of the new
district in Punjab is a reflection
of the divisive policy of the
Congress. Any distinction
based on faith and religion is
contrary to the spirit of Indian
Constitution. At this time, the
formation of Malerkotla district
carving it out from Sangrur is
indicative of the myopic  poli-
cy of the Congress," Yogi
Adityanath tweeted in Hindi, a
day after Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh made the
announcement.

On Friday, the Punjab CM
declared Malerkotla as the 23rd
district of the state and
announced several projects for
the development of the historic
city, located 131 km from
Chandigarh. Malerkotla was
carved out of Sangrur district.

Reacting to Yogi’s tweet,
Amrinder Singh on Saturday

slammed Yogi  Adityanath over
his ‘inflammatory’ tweet. In a
tweet, the Punjab CM asked his
UP counterpart to stay out of
Punjab's affairs, which he

claimed were in much better
shape than those in UP under
the divisive and destructive
BJP government that has been
actively promoting communal
discord in the state for the past
over four years.

“What does he (Yogi
Adityanath) know of Punjab's
ethos or the history of
Malerkotla, whose relation|
with Sikhism and its Gurus was
known to every Punjabi ? And
what does he understand of the
Indian Constitution, which is
being brazenly trampled every
day by his own government in
UP?” Amarinder said in a
statement.

Malerkotla was established
in 1454 by Sheikh Sadruddin-
i-Jahan from Afghanistan, and
subsequently  the State of
Malerkotla was established in
1657 by Bayazid Khan. It was
later merged with other near-
by princely states to create
Patiala and East Punjab States
Union (PEPSU). During the
reorganisation of states in 1956,
the territory of the former
state of Malerkotla became
part of the state of Punjab.

held five other inmates
hostage before being neu-
tralized by a police team.
While officials claimed that
Dixit snatched the service
pistol of a Jail Guard and went
on the shooting spree, sources
maintained that the sophisti-
cated handgun was smuggled
into the prison to execute the
crime.

Taking serious note of the
incident, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath ordered DG,
Prisons, Anand Kumar to
send a first hand report on the
incident and carry out a
detailed probe along with
Divisional Commissioner of
Chitrakoot, DK Singh and IG
of Chitrakoot Zone, K Satya
Narain. Hours after the inci-
dent, Jail Superintendent SP
Tripathi and Jailor Mahendra
Pal were suspended for the
major security goof up and a
departmental inquiry was
also ordered. Reacting to the
murders, DG, Prisons, Anand
Kumar conceded there had
been lapses by Jail officials
and promised strict action
against the erring officials.

As per reports, the inci-

dent took place shortly after 10
am when prison inmates came
out of their barracks. West UP
gangster Mukeem alias Kala
facing 61 criminal cases,
including the murder of three
policemen, and Merajudden, a
close aide of gangster-politician
Mukhtar Ansari wre strolling
in an open space outside their
barrack, when Dixit brandish-
ing 9 mm pistol approached
them. After a brief verbal
exchange, Dixit suddenly
opened fire and killed the two.
When other inmates came
there to enquire, the assailant
reportedly held five other
inmates hostage, threatening to
kill them. The District Jail offi-
cials later sought help from the
local police to control the sit-
uation. A police team later
rushed into the prison com-
pound and eliminated Dikshit
thereby rescuing the hostages.
The 9 mm pistol used by Dixit
was also seized by the police.

In December, 2019, Sitapur
ganglord Anshul Dixit was
transferred from Sultanpur jail
to Chitrakoot jail while
Mukeem alias Kala was shift-
ed to Chitrakoot from
Saharanpur jail in March this
year. On the other hand,
Mukhtar Ansari's aide
Merajudeen was transferred
from Varanasi jail barely a
week ago. Dixit faced over 15
heinous crime cases that
included the murder of former
Lucknow University Student
Union general secretary Vinod
Tripathi in 2007.

Meanwhile, a native of

Shamli and criminally active in
western UP, Mukeem alias Kala
had over 61 criminal cases
registered against him includ-
ing the murder of three police-
men. Kala operated extortion
rackets in Saharanpur, Shamli
and Muzaffarnagar where he
mostly targeted businessmen
and traders and was blamed for
businessmen shifting out of the
region. He started out as a side-
kick in the Mustafa Kagga
gang, infamous for robberies
and contract killing in
Haryana, west UP and
Uttarakhand and later started
his independent operations.
On the other hand, Merajuddin
has three cases but his claim to
infamy was his proximity to
Mukhtar Ansari.

While ssources revealed
that the killings were the all out
of a gang-war, an old video fea-
turing Dikshit also surfaced
online where he alleged that IG
(STF) Amitabh Yash and the
Chitrakoot ail administration
were conspiring to murder
him. Former IPS officer
Amitabh Thakur and his social
activist wife Dr Nutan Thakur
have written to Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath seeking a judi-
cial inquiry into the matter.
The couple pointed out that
Dikshit had narrated the
sequence of events leading to
his killing in the video and that
was exactly how the entire
incident panned out in
Chitrakoot jail on Friday and
hence a judicial probe headed
by a sitting High Court judge
must be ordered.
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In a tragic incident in
Ghazipur, a police constable

killed his wife and attacked his
seven children with a sharp-
edged weapon before ending
his life by jumping before a
speeding train in Usiya village
in Dildarnagar area on
Saturday morning. After a pre-
liminary probe, the police said
that among the seven children
attacked, the condition of three
was critical.

As per reports, constable
Munshi Yadav (42)was trans-
ferred to Fatehpur from
Prayagraj district in January this
year but he did not join his new
posting and instead went on
medical leave from January 5.
On Friday night, Yadav had a
dispute with his wife Reena (38)
but later the family retired for
the day. However, on Saturday
morning, the neighbours heard
frantic screams so they rushed
to Yadav’s house and were
shocked to see Munshi attack-

ing his wife with a sharp-edged
weapon. After causing critical
injuries to his wife, the cop later
targeted his children Neha (16),
Ritu (13), Nitu (10), Varsha (8),
Sudha (6), Krishna (4) and
Shyam( 2). Some neighbors
along with Munshi’s elder
brother tried to overpower the
assailant, but he managed to
wriggle free and escaped from
the scene Later Munshi fled
towards Kakrahi Dera where he
jumped before an approaching
train to end his own life.

The villagers said that
while Reena succumbed to
injuries, three children-- Sudha,
Krishna and Shyam, were bat-
tling for their lives in District
Hospital, Ghazipur. The bod-
ies of both Reena and Munshi
were sent for autopsy and a case
was registered. While the police
suspected the murderous attack
to be a sequel to a domestic dis-
pute, an investigation was
underway to zero in on the
actual motive for the brutal
attack.  
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Umar Shafi, a student of
City Montessori School, Aliganj
Campus I, has been selected for
admission to four prestigious
universities of Finland and the
Netherlands. He has received
offers for admission from the
Metropolia University of
Applied Sciences, Oulu
University of Applied Sciences
and South-Eastern Finland
University of Applied Sciences
of Finland and Radboud
University of the Netherlands.
Thus, another student of CMS
has brought name and fame to
the city of Lucknow by being
selected in noted universities
abroad due to his academic
excellence, diligence, and skills.
Umar attributed his achieve-
ment to his mentors, the ded-
icated CMS teachers.
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District Magistrate (DM)
Kaushal Raj Sharma said

that neither there was any
restriction on bringing dead
bodies to the city for cremation
in the past, nor the same has
been imposed now.
Categorically denying some
reports, he said that the move-
ment of dead bodies has also
been allowed even during the
lockdown, partial lockdown
and weekend lockdown. As
this holy city is also known as

‘Mahashamshan’, a large num-
ber of people from adjoining
districts and states bring  their
dead bodies for their consign-
ment to the flames at two
ancient burning ghats,
Manikarnika and
Harishchandra so that the
departed souls can get salvation
as per mythological beliefs.  

While directing the
Superintendent of Police (Rural
Areas) in a letter, he said that
rumours were being spread by
many people regarding putting
a ban on bringing bodies to the

city from outside districts but
the same is not true as neither
any such restriction was
imposed in the past nor in the
present. 

He also instructed the SP
(RA) to redirect all the border
police stations that no such
restrictions on movement was
imposed even during any type
of lockdowns and such people
can easily carry their bodies to
the ghats for cremation. He also
asked the police that if any per-
son is bringing body for cre-
mation, he should be helped to

reach the burning ghats easily.
Meanwhile, the DM has

introduced the availability of
Remdesivir injections for
COVID-19 patients at the
District Rifle Club, saying that
anyone whose patient needs
Remdesivir injections, can buy
three doses from the Rifle
Club by showing the doctor’s
original prescription and
Aadhaar card at the rate of
�1800 per patient. The injec-
tions will be sold through the
Red Cross Society daily from
the Rifle Club.
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The recovery rate in the dis-
trict has reached 93 per

cent due to the decrease in the
number of new infected people
and the increase in the number
of infection-free people.

In the case of Corona,
there was big relief news on
Friday night compared to the
rest of the days.  As many as
191 new cases of coronavirus
were reported in the last 24
hours on Friday night.  After
43 days the number of newly
infected people came down to
200.

Earlier on March 30, the
number of corona patients
was found to be under 200.
However, the death toll has not
decreased. On Friday, six peo-
ple died, including Father
Rolfie D’Souza, former
Principal of St. Joseph’s
College.

Nodal Officer of Corona,
Dr Rishi Sahai said that on
Friday, a total of 9,938 Corona
suspects were tested in the dis-
trict. About 191 new infections
were found in it. Of the 36 peo-
ple were found positive
through the antigen test, 109
were confirmed by RTPCR.
About 46 people have also
been found infected by
Trunat’s testing and 29 posi-
tives have been received from
rural areas and 152 in the city.
However, antigen screening
has been done to 5,546 people.
RTPCR tests of 3,956 people
have been done.

About 326 people have
been screened from private
labs and 110 from Trunat.
However, the total testing con-
ducted on Friday is less than a
day earlier or more. On
Thursday, a total of 10,699
people were screened for coro-
na. Out of that, 241 were

found infected. On the other
hand, experts say that the
number has come down due to
less than other days. At present,
the recovery rate of Corona
patients in the district has
reached 93% due to the
decrease in the number of
new infected, which has
increased by more days.

The surge in the number of
new Corona patients in the dis-
trict came on March 31,
according to Health depart-
ment data. 

On that day, 213 new
patients were found in 24
hours crossing the figure 200,
which was 156 more than the
day before. Since then, the fig-
ure has risen sharply by April
17 while 60 new infections
were found on March 30, the
day before March 31.

On Friday, the number of
people who became infection
free was higher than those

infected with the corona.
Home isolation of 484 people
was completed in the district
on Friday. 

While 51 people were dis-
charged from various  hospi-
tals including Swaroop Rani
Nehru Hospital, Beli, Railway
Hospital and private hospitals.
Due to the number of patients
being discharged and the num-
ber of new patients reduced,
beds in hospitals were also
emptied and the demand for
oxygen has decreased. 

Those who got infected on
Friday included teachers of
Government Inter College in
Phulpur and Holagarh,
Medical Officer of Swaroop
Rani Nehru Hospital, junior
engineer of Irrigation depart-
ment, a clerk of Agriculture
University and COD Chheoki,
peon of Meja Primary School,
a police personnel of Daraganj
police station.

ALLAHABAD (PNS): After
being expelled from the Akhara
Parishad and Niranjani Akhara,
Yoga Guru Anand Giri’s anger
has erupted. He has made
many serious allegations
against his mentor and Akhil
Bharatiya Akhara Parishad
(ABAP) president Mahant
Narendra Giri.

Yoga guru Anand Giri said
that the time of the downfall of
the Akhil Bharatiya Akhara
Parishad president has come to
a close. That is why they are
doing unrestrained work. He
also accused Narendra Giri of
selling the property of the
monastery. He alleged that
since becoming a Mahant,
Narendra Giri has made the
monastery hollow by selling the
lands of Baghmabari Gaddi
Math.

It may be pointed out here
that Swami Anand Giri, the
administrator of the Bade
Hanuman temple at Sangam, a
close disciple of Akhil
Bharatiya Akhara Parishad
president Mahant Narendra
Giri, has been expelled from
the panchayati akhara
Niranjani. There were com-
plaints of Anand Giri being
caught in the family charmed
after he became recluse. After
this the Panch Parmeshwar
Committee of the Akhara
investigated it. After the alle-
gations were found to be true
in the investigation, the
Executive Committee of
Akhara held a meeting in

Haridwar and decided to evict
him. The president of the
Akhara Parishad on Friday
confirmed the eviction action.

A letter regarding his
expulsion has been issued by
Niranjani Akhara. It states that
he has been expelled for hav-
ing ties with his family despite
being reclusive. After this
action of the Akhara, Akhara
Parishad president Mahant
Narendra Giri has also sepa-
rated Anand Giri from the
arrangements of the
Baghambari Gaddi Math and
the Bade Hanuman Temple at
Sangam.

Meanwhile, Swami Anand
Giri, the administrator of the
Bade Hanuman temple at
Sangam, a close disciple of
Akhil Bharatiya Akhara
Parishad (ABAP) president
Mahant Narendra Giri, has
been expelled from the pan-
chayati akhara Niranjani. There
were complaints of Anand Giri
being caught in the family
charmed after he took ‘sanyas’.
After this the Panch
Parmeshwar Committee of the
Akhara investigated it. After
the allegations were found to be
true in the investigation, the
Executive Committee of
Akhara held a meeting in
Haridwar and decided to evict
him. The president of the
Akhara Parishad on Friday
confirmed the eviction action.

A letter regarding his
expulsion has been issued by
Niranjani Akhara. It states that

he has been expelled for hav-
ing ties with his family despite
taking sanyas. After this action
of the Akhara, Akhara Parishad
president Mahant Narendra
Giri has also separated Anand
Giri from the arrangements of
the Baghambari Gaddi Math
and the Bade Hanuman
Temple at Sangam.

Swami Anand Giri is also
accused of sending the money
earned from the Baghambari
Gaddi and Hanuman temple to
the house. According to
Niranjani Akhara Secretary
Mahant Ravindrapuri, the let-
ter of Panch Parmeshwar was
received by the Akhil Bhartiya
Akhara Parishad president
Srimanta Narendra Giri. The
letter complained of the viola-
tion of the renunciation tradi-
tion of Sant Anand Giri. 

After this, Panch
Parmeshwar of the Akhara
investigated this case. The
investigation confirmed the
disclosure of Anand Giri’s fam-
ily ties as well as sending
money earned from the
Hanuman temple to the house.
Secretary Mahant Ravindrapuri
said that after examining the
Panch Parmeshwar, the Akhara
Executive Officers held a meet-
ing at Ashtakaushal Mayapur in
Haridwar. 

It unanimously passed a
resolution to get Anand Giri
out of the arena. Anand Giri
was contacted over phone and
WhatsApp in this regard, but
could not find his favour.

Swami Anand Giri has
been counted among the clos-
est disciples of Akhara Parishad
president Mahant Narendra
Giri. He was also called the suc-
cessor of Narendra Giri. Last
year the Hanuman temple in
Noida was entrusted to Mahant
Anand Giri.

Anand Giri Banbharabi
Gaddi was shouldering the
responsibility of the
Bagambhari Gaddi math and
Bade Hanuman temple  as the
administrator. 

Yoga Guru Swami Anand
Giri was arrested in Australia
on charges of assault and inde-
cency with two of his female
disciples in the year 2019.

Suddenly he came in the
headlines. In 2016 and 2018, he
was arrested by the Australian
police in an old case of assault
and misbehaviour with his dis-
ciples. He was acquitted by a
Sydney court.

Sant Anand Giri associat-
ed with the Akhara for the last
12 years. Mahant Narendra
Giri’s letter was received a few
days ago. 

In which it was mentioned
that Sant Anand Giri was
removed from the temple due
to family ties and it was asked
to investigate it at the Akhara
level too. 

The charges against Sant
Anand Giri were found to be
correct and ousted him from
the akhara, said Mahant
Ravindrapuri, Secretary
Niranjani Akhara.
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The continuation of the
corona curfew for the 17th

day in succession here on
Saturday has helped in bring-
ing a good result by controlling
the deadly spike of the second
wave of coronavirus pandem-
ic to a great extent. Though till
1 pm rush was seen in some
markets, most of the time dur-
ing the day, the roads wore a
deserted look. Due to this,
now within a week an improve-
ment of 6-7 per cent was seen
in recovery rate, though the
Health department is not test-
ing all the corona patients
being treated in home isolation.
During the one week, recovery
rate has improved from 83.41
per cent to 89.14 per cent (by
Friday) as out of 78,230 posi-
tive patients, 69,741 were cured
either in home isolation or in
hospitals.

Despite this rise in recov-
ery rate, a fear is still prevail-
ing over the reports of arrival
of third wave and black fungus

as many cases of the latter had
already been detected here.
The recovery rate had declined
sharply when a record spike
was seen in corona cases dur-
ing last month 45,346 Covid
positive patients were found.
Due to this sudden spike the
recovery rate which was 98.12
per cent in February dropped
below 70 per cent in the begin-
ning of the month. Meanwhile,
during the corona curfew, the
roads, markets, ghats etc wore
a deserted look. As in view of
a surge in Covid cases several
trains were cancelled in the
recent time, thin attendance of
passengers was seen at Varanasi
Junction (Cantt), Manduadih,
Varanasi City and other sta-
tions. The Roadways is also
incurring losses in absence of
passengers as none of the bus
depots including Cantt is not
functioning as per their capac-
ity. Earlier, the festival of Eid
was celebrated with tradition-
al gaiety and religious fervour
when the majority of Muslims
offered namaz staying at home

and only a few did the same at
mosques maintaining social
distance.

Meanwhile, apart from
providing treatment to cancer
patients, the Tata Memorial
Centre (TMC) is also playing
an important role in the fight
against corona across the coun-
try. Under the visionary lead-
ership of TMC Director, Dr RA
Badwe and Director of TMH
Dr CS Pramesh, CCE Deputy
Director  and in-charge of
Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital
and Mahamana Pandit Madan
Mohan Malviya Cancer Centre
(both in Varanasi) Dr Pankaj
Chaturvedi has started working
on a war footing to counter the
calamity. In view of the prob-
lem of oxygen during the sec-
ond wave of corona, TMC is
constantly contacting donors
from other countries including
India and the oxygen concen-
trators are being transported to
different parts of the country.
Recently several donors from
the US have sent 3,800 oxygen
concentrators as well as other

medical equipment to TMC.
Out of them, 92 oxygen con-
centrators were handed over to
Divisional Commissioner (DC)
Deepak Agrawal by Dr Satyajit
Pradhan, Director of Bhabha
and Malviya Cancer centres
here on Friday. Besides, 58
more oxygen concentrators
will be made available to the
respective district administra-
tion soon for the treatment of
corona patients of Varanasi,
Chandauli, Jaunpur and
Ghazipur districts of the divi-
sion. These oxygen concentra-
tors will be used for timely
delivery of oxygen to Corona
patients at community centres
in rural areas of Varanasi,
Jaunpur, Ghazipur, Chandauli
districts, so that their condition
can be improved in time. On
this occasion, Chief
Administrative Officer (CAO)
Madho Singh, Deputy Director
Dr BK Mishra, Assistant
Medical Officer Dr Akash
Anand and Public Relations
Officer (PRO) Akhilesh
Pandey were also present.
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The number of patients
inflicted with black fungus

has increased to six in the
Prayagraj district. The condi-
tion of the two infected admit-
ted to the Covid ward of L3
SRN Hospital is stable. On
Friday, two suspects suffering
from black fungus were
marked at a private hospital in
Tagore Town. 

These post-Covid patients
have been advised to undergo
MRI and fungal examination.
One of the suspect patients was
referred to the SGPGI,
Lucknow.

The district identified an
infection of black fungus
(mucormycosis) four days ago.
The doctors are stating the con-
dition of patients admitted in
SRN’s Covid ward. At the same
time, the fungus of the patient
admitted in the post-Covid
ward is being tested. The team

of experts from the Medical
College’s E&T, Medicine,
Surgery Department is moni-
toring the case history and
health of black fungus infect-
ed and suspected patients.

On Thursday, the referral
patient to the E&T department
did not return. The patients
sent to Lucknow are being
supervised by the experts of
SGPGI. On Friday, two patients
were found to be suffering
from black fungus at a private
hospital in Tagore Town. The
suspects have been advised to
undergo MRI, nasal endoscopy
and fungal examination. 

According to SRN co-
incharge Covid ward Dr Sujit
Verma, one patient is admitted
to Covid and the other post-
Covid ward in the hospital.
People who are free from infec-
tion should not panic, just
take care of the diabetes suf-
ferers, they will avoid trouble.

Dr Ram Siya Singh,

Assistant Professor, E&T
Department of Moti Lal Nehru
Medical College, said that peo-
ple suffering from post-covid
diabetes should pay attention to
the symptoms. If they see fun-
gus, clean it with Betadin or
Dettol.  

They need to see the advice
of a doctor if black coloured
water comes from the nose.
Fungus is easy to treat at the
initial stage, but carelessness
can increase the difficulty.  Dr
Singh further said that there is
no need to panic from black
fungus. 

He asked such patients to
control their sugar to shun the
possibility of getting infected
with black fungus.

According to E&T expert
Dr Shashank Ojha, OPD was
closed in the Corona era, but
there is a fear of black fungus
among those seeking online
counselling. Patients who have
diabetes, who are free from

corona infection, are troubled.
He said that patients suspect-
ed of black fungus are being
advised to take care of cleanli-
ness and get some necessary
tests done. 

Dr Shanshak said that in
severe cases of black fungus
infection, it may be necessary
to perform fungal endoscopic
sinus surgery, sometimes major
jaw surgery or eye surgery.
Primary level infections of
black fungus are overcome by
drugs. Diabetes victims may
have problems if they are neg-
ligent. 

He has advised the patients
not to be worried from black
fungus infection and advised
the people to increase the
body’s immunity, remain
stress-free, eat fresh digestible
food, and drink ample water.
By doing so, they will  not only
be saved from black fungus but
corona infection and other dis-
eases also.

ALLAHABAD (PNS): Three
deaths following a gang war in
the Chitrakoot Jail sent the jail
officials on their toes in whole
of Uttar Pradesh, and they
conducted search operations in
their respective prisons.

In Naini Jail the officials
checked thoroughly all the bar-
racks on Saturday morning
during surprise search opera-
tion just a day after the
Chitrakoot incident.
Fortunately nothing objec-
tionable could be found out
from the barracks.

Owing to Covid restric-

tions the family members of the
prisoners are not allowed to
meet them, and supply of food
from out side has also been
banned, so no outsider is com-
ing in contact with the prison-
ers at present.

During surprise raids by
the district administration and
the police in the past, objec-
tionable things including knife,
mobile phones, SIM cards, and
intoxicants were found from
the jail barracks a good num-
ber of times. But this time all
was well in Naini Jail a day after
Chitrakoot incident.

At present Naini Jail is free
from the big gangsters and
mafia dons. All of them have
been shifted to other jails, so
the supply of weapons and
mobile phones besides lavish
food is almost stopped, still the
jail authorities are going
through the criminal records of
the inmates to gear up them-
selves accordingly.

Naini jail is infamous for
gang war like situations and
incidents of murder and attack.
One inmate of Naini jail was
killed and then hanged in the
bathroom, one had been

attacked with a hunter, while
one had escaped after digging
a tunnel.

The Chitrakoot jail gang
war has raised an alarm bell,
and the jail officials are gearing
them up.

TRIPATHI NEW DIG
JAILS:  The vacant post of DIG
Jails here at Prayagraj, has
immediately been filled by
transferring the Lucknow DIG
Jail Sanjiv Tripathi to Prayagraj.

This transfer order was
issued in a haste immediately
after the Chitrakoot Jail inci-
dent by the top brass.
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In a major relief, the district
recorded less than 500 cases

for the first time in the second
wave of the pandemic. As
many as 426 cases of COVID-
19 were recorded on Saturday
evening increasing the total
number to 78,656 crossing the
78K-mark. With 7 more deaths
recorded during the last 24
hours, the death toll increased
to 686. As many as 900 patients
of home isolation recovered,
while as many as 77 have been
recovered from the hospitals.
The total number of patients
cured in the district increased
to 70,718 including 65,650 in
home isolation and 5,068 in
COVID-19 hospitals.

In the first report of the
day, 295 positive patients were
found out of 4,686 reports
received and this figure
increased to 426 out of 8,468
received samples as per report
provided by the Health depart-
ment this evening. The total
active cases also decreased to
7,252 from 7,810 which was a
day ago. On Friday evening, as
many as 503 positive cases
were recorded and the total
number was 78,230, while 7
deaths were reported and the

death toll was 669. Earlier, in
view of finding hundreds of
new positive cases, with 3 new
hotspots, the number of active
hotspots was 495 with 3 green
zones having been converted to
red zones by a day ago. Out of
total 3,305 hotspots, 2,810 are
green zones and 495 are red
zones.

The Health department
continued the vaccination drive
on Saturday at the vaccination
centres for the beneficiaries
aged above from 45 years at
vaccination centres of the dis-
trict including Ramkrishna
Mission Home of Service in
Luxa, Shree Ram Lakshmi
Narayan Marwadi Hindu
Hospital in Godowlia, Mata
Anandmayee Hospital in
Shivala, Raja Baldev Das Birla
Hospital in Machhodari,
Mahila District Women

Government Hospital in
Kabirchaura, Pt Deen Dayal
Government Hospital, near
Pandeypur and ESIC, near
Pandeypur.

Besides, the vaccination
drive was also launched for the
beneficiaries aged above 18
and below 45 years at 17 vac-
cination centres including LBS
Hospital, Ramnagar, Sir Sunder
Lal Hospital in BHU, Rajkiya
Ayurvedic College in
Chowkaghat, District
Government Hospital in
Kabirchaura, Central Hospital
in BLW and a few CHC & PHC
of urban and rural areas. The
long queues of the beneficia-
ries, particularly of aged
between 18 and 45 years were
seen at Women Government
Hospital. On Friday, a total of
6,830 beneficiaries took the
vaccines including 5,056 got
the first dose and the second
dose was administered to 1,784.
Out of them, 2,948 beneficia-
ries who took vaccines were
below 45 years and 3,882 were
above 45 years. The Health
department also conducted a
corona test of 7,090 at eight
development blocks including
an antigen test of 5,074 and RT-
PCR test of 7,090 persons.  

Meanwhile, the District

Magistrate Kaushal Raj Sharma
on Saturday directed for open-
ing all the Jan Seva Kendras of
the district from 10 am to 1 pm
all the days of week even on
Saturday and Sunday. The DM
also made 30 oxygen concen-
trators to six community health
centres including five each to
one centre and directed the
concerned authority to ensure
the food for each corona
patient in case to be admitted.

The social organisation
Seva Bharti, affiliated to the
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh
(RSS) has opened a post-covid
rehabilitation centre at Madhav
Seva Prakalp in Lohta where
such corona patients will be
provided free medical services
who had recovered from the
pandemic but are feeling
unwell physically. The patients
will be treated by the teams of
expert doctors in this 15-bed
rehabilitation centre through
Ayurvedic process, Yoga and
spirituality along with the
modern medical methods. The
RSS leaders Ajit Prasad
Mahapatra, Dr Rakesh Tiwari,
Alok Nath, Dr Vishwambhar
Singh, Jiyut Ram and Vinod
were mainly present on the
inaugural occasion of the cen-
tre.    
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At NTPC Vindhyachal Hospital the birth
anniversary of Florence Nightingale is

observed as International Nurses Day every year.
Florence Nightingale is considered to be the first
nurse in the world. This day is a tribute to show
respect to indomitable courage and commend-
able work of nurses and their contribution dur-
ing the difficult times of Covid pandemic.  On
the occasion maintaining social distancing and
following all precautions in the time of this pan-
demic as per the guidelines of the Government
of India at NTPC Vindhyachal the Chief
Medical Officer (CMO) BC Chaturvedi hon-
oured the nursing and paramedical staff and
praised their services during the challenging
times of the current Corona pandemic. Along
with Chaturvedi senior specialists Dr AK
Mishra, Dr Ashok Kurkanji, Dr Rajpal Singh, Dr
Raj Bongankar, Dr Manisha, Dr Juri Dutta and
Dr Hema Oraon were present on the occasion. 
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NTPC Ltd, India’s largest integrated ener-

gy company has inoculated over 70,000 of its
employees, workers and their family members

across its operations. The massive vaccination
drive continues across plant locations, which also
includes NTPC’s associates and their dependents
along with retired NTPC employees. Vaccination
drives have been undertaken across NTPC sta-
tions in coordination with respective state
administrations. NTPC has been organising
Covid-19 vaccination drives across its plants
from the time the vaccination programme was
announced in the country. NTPC has ensured
that its frontline workers, current and retired
staff over 60 and employees above 45 gets inoc-
ulated on priority. NTPC has also started vac-
cinating those are eligible in the 18-44 years cat-
egory at its plant locations. NTPC aims to cover
all eligible employees and their dependents
under the protection of the vaccine. The vacci-
nation drive has been running across 72 loca-
tions of NTPC which includes the JVs and sub-
sidiaries. Besides the vaccination drive, NTPC
has constituted a taskforce at central level for var-
ious Covid-related activities. India’s largest
integrated energy player runs 24x7 control
rooms for better coordination for patients
across sites. The taskforce also helps in coordi-
nation for hospital beds and other treatment
facilities across various empanelled hospitals. 
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Continuous efforts are being
made by the Varanasi divi-

sion of North Eastern Railway
(NER) for the prevention of coro-
navirus infection.

In the same sequence, under
the direction of Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM),
Varanasi, Vijay Kumar Panjiar
and under the leadership of
Chief Medical Superintendent
(CMS) Dr MS Nabiyal in collab-
oration with the district admin-
istration, 120 persons, including
27 railway persons and  and their
families and 93 others were vac-
cinated at the Divisional Hospital
here on Friday.   According to
DRM VK Panjiar for protecting all railway per-
sonnel working on Varanasi division from
Covid-19 their vaccination is important and they
are also being encouraged for it. This vaccina-
tion is being carried out as a campaign on NER.
Apart from it at Varanasi division’s various rail
sections and stations in order to vaccinate
employees connected with operations and their
families at their workplace the medical van

(SPARME) of the railway
was run as Vaccine Express.
The employees were admin-
istered vaccine at the work-
place/station.  Along with it
at various railway health
units/hospitals, including the
Divisional Hospital, better
treatment of Covid patients
and availability of necessary
medical equipment and med-
icines for them is also being
reviewed.

In addition at all major
railway stations and different
sections of Varanasi division
railway passengers are being
made aware about protection
from Coronavirus through
public awareness system.

Along with it through video messages and big
video panels at Manduadih station effective mes-
sages are being broadcast in order to protect peo-
ple from Covid-19 infection and for checking
it. At station premises awareness-related mes-
sages are being displayed through posters.
Meanwhile earlier on Thursday, a total of 90 per-
sons were vaccinated against Covid-19, includ-
ing 45 railway employees and as many others. 
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The body of a 28-year-old man was found near
a brick kiln under Jigna police station on

Friday. On getting information about the body
at Kashi Sarpati village SHO Pranay Prasoon
Srivastava reached the spot. The body was iden-
tified as Sukaru Bind (28) son of Vishwanath
Bind, a resident of Jaraila village under Jigna
police station. As per the family members, the
victim had left the house on Thursday evening
along with his friends and did not return home
at night. The police was speculating that a scuf-
fle took place in a drunken state and the victim
was murdered. The police authorities, includ-
ing SP incharge, Shubhash Chandra Shakya, vis-
ited the place and directed the area police to man
the culprits. Till filing the report no any arrest
had been done and the investigation was on. An
earlier report said that  the Padari police
arrested three juvenile delinquents and recov-
ered one android phone along with the �62,500
cash recently. Uma Shankar, a resident of
Putariha village under Padari police station, had
lodged an FIR stating that cash along and valu-
ables had been stolen from his house at night.
After registering the case SHO Venkatesh
Tiwari formed a  team to investigate the mat-
ter. The police ultimately arrested the three
accused identified as Indrakumar alias Chhotu,
Babloo Kumar, and Prakash Maurya, all resi-
dents of Putariha village under Padari police sta-
tion and recovered the cash and mobile phone.
For working out the case the SHO has patted the
back of the team.

FUND PROVIDED: DPRO Arvind Kumar
said the government has already provided ade-
quate fund to villages so that gram pradhans
were able to give impetus to development after
oath. Talking to ‘The Pioneer’ on Saturday he
said though new allotment of fund under 15th

Finance Commission was in the pipeline but till
date an amount of �85.07 crore was already in
the account of gram sabhas of the district which
could not be spent till panchayat elections. 

REVIEWED: District Magistrate Praveen
Kumar Laxkar has warned the working agen-
cies complete the work within the stipulated
time. These views were expressed by the DM
during the review of the schemes AMRUT,
Namami Gange and rural potable water supply
at Collectorate on Thursday. In the meeting the
DM directed the Forest department, Irrigation,

Minor irrigation and Jal Nigam to solve the prob-
lem of the agencies and cooperate to complete
the works timely. He said no department
should prove to be a stumbling block in the
works which were already under priority. He
directed the working agencies that for any prob-
lem in work they should inform him. He told
the agencies to carry out the work in such a
planned way that it could create minimum
inconvenience to the locals. On the occasion he
directed the ADM (Namami Gange) to inspect
the sites and give him ground report about pay-
ment. He directed to engage more manpower
if required. He reviewed the progress in the
works of intake wells, boundary wall at the reser-
voirs, approach bridges etc and instructed to
withhold the payment of those whose progress
was very slow. He directed the inspecting offi-
cers to report to him with video so that it could
be sent to the government for further action.
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Due to operational difficul-
ties and lack of adequate

number of passengers the can-
cellation of the following spe-
cial trains has been done by the
railway administration till fur-
ther orders, Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO)
Pankaj Kumar Singh said.

CHHAPRA-LUCKNOW
JN SPECIAL: The 05053
Chhapra-Lucknow Jn special
train will remain canceled from
May 16 until further notice.

LUCKNOW JN-
CHHAPRA SPL: The 05054
Lucknow Jn.-Chhapra special
train will remain canceled from
May 15 till further notice.

C H H A P R A -

FARRUKHABAD SPECIAL:
The 05083 Chhapra-
Farrukhabad special train will
remain cancelled from May 15
till further notice.

F A R R U K H A B A D -
CHHAPRA SPECIAL:The
05084 Farrukhabad-Chhapra
special train will remain
canceled from May 16 till fur-
ther notice.
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A10-year-old girl, Jyoti, who
was taking part in her

cousin brother’s wedding cer-
emony near Gandhinagar vil-
lage under Chakia Kotwali
died after being hit by a speed-
ing Bolero recently. As a result
celebrations turned into lamen-
tation. According to a report
received here, Lalji, a resident
of Janakpur village, had come
to attend his nephew’s wedding
along with his family members
and children. On Thursday
morning preparations for the
‘barat’ to go were on. In the

meantime the ‘parichhan’ cer-
emony of the bridegroom was
taking place near the house
along Ilya Road in nearby
Gandhinagar village. Jyoti was
also present along with family
members in the programme. 

It is learnt that the Bolero
which was coming from Ilya
side suddenly hit Jyoti while its
driver fled from there along
with it. Her family members
rushed her to the Chakia pri-
mary health centre (PHC) with
where the medical officer
declared her dead. Meanwhile
inspector Nagendra Pratap
Singh said that he had knowl-

dge about the incident and the
matter was being investigated. 

In another incident a
speeding Wagon R car coming
from Bihar side and going
towards Varanasi suddenly went
out of control and collided with
the rear portion of a container
which was parked on the side of
the National Highway-2 in
Naubatpur under Syedraja
police station here recently. As
a result one person in the car
died. On getting information,
the police reached the spot
and sent the body of the
deceased for the post-mortem
examination. 
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Dr Raj

Shekhar said that in view of
COVID-19 spreading in sub-
urban and rural areas, the UP
government had decided to
reactivate the monitoring and
coordination committees to
monitor counter measures
being taken to contain the
novel coronavirus and treat
the patients to minimise life
loss.

He said village vigilance
committees (gram nigrani
committees) had been set up in
every gram panchayat com-
prising a dozen members
including Asha Bahus,
Anganwadi workers, lekhpal,
secretary, ANM, prominent
persons of the villages and a
few more.

He said the UP govern-
ment was taking every possible
measure to handle the situation
effectively and timely to treat
and localise the resources and
prevent the virus from spread-
ing to urban areas again. He
said more rapid response teams
(RRTs) had been set up for the
rural areas to assist the gram

nigrani committees to suc-
cessfully and effectively carry
out testing and tracking and
ensure the distribution of
medicines in a transparent
manner.

The divisional commis-
sioner expressed satisfaction
over the working in the Pargahi
Bangar village in Kalyanpur
block of Kanpur Nagar. He said
focus should be on vaccination
and sanitisation drives, sanita-
tion and quarantine and the
rural people need to be
informed about the protocol of
home isolation as well.

There are 360 families in
the village and in the house to
house survey, 77 people were
found with COVID-19 symp-
toms.  Dr Shekhar said that
after checking of symptoms, 19
people were shortlisted for
Covid test through RT-PCR
and others were screened
through antigen test in which
one person was found positive.
He said one person was being
given medication and recom-
mended for home isolation
said 38 persons were adminis-
tered Covid vaccine, 15 of
them the second dose.

He said cleaning of the vil-

lage was done on a regular
basis, but fogging was not done
for the past many months
because of the non-availabili-
ty of kerosene for use in the
fogging machine. He said this
could be a problem in other vil-
lages as well. He directed the
district magistrate and the chief
development officer to exam-
ine the issue and to issue nec-
essary directions so that fog-
ging was done effectively and
quickly.

The divisional commis-
sioner said though a quarantine
centre had been established in
this village, no patient was put
in isolation or kept in the
quarantine centre till date. He
added that the quarantine reg-
ister was also not maintained at
the centre.  He directed the dis-
trict magistrate and the chief
development officer to issue a
standard format to all the quar-
antine centres in the district to
maintain and update the data
in a standard format. 

He also advised them to
put up banners or wall paint-
ings for the quarantine centre
so that the people were
informed about it.

Dr Shekhar then visited a

few houses and interacted with
the residents and family mem-
bers of those who were in
home isolation and enquired if
they were given free home iso-
lation kits or not. He said in
several cases the prescription
slip and medicine kits were not
given to the patients or identi-
fied persons. He warned the
MOIC and asked the CMO to
ensure that the prescription slip
(both in Hindi & English) was
kept in every medicine kit and
the patient or family members
are briefed by the ASHA bahus
during distribution of the med-
icine kits

He said one patient in
home isolation had turned
negative after 14 days but later
he developed post COVID-19
symptoms. He asked DM and
the CMO to examine this case
and issue detailed instructions
to the nigrani committees for
post-Covid follow-up of the
patient so that timely and effec-
tive necessary treatment could
be given to them.

The divisional commis-
sioner was accompanied by
CDO, DD panchayat, CMO,
SDM, DPRO, MOIC & other
officials.
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Kanpur Nagar District
Magistrate Alok Tiwari,

while carrying out a surprise
check of private hospitals on
Saturday, directed the static
magistrates to make random
calls every day to the relatives
of the admitted patients to
find out if they were satisfied
with the treatment given to the
patients.

He said on the complaints
of the relatives regarding sub-
standard treatment to the
patients, strict action will be
taken against the hospital.

He said in view of the
news appearing in the vernac-
ular dailies, the administration
had become strict and had
decided to deal with the erring
private hospitals strictly. He

said there should be no over-
billing and said it was the
patient’s choice to select the
package and the package was
inclusive of -bed, oxygen, med-
ical care, medicines, ICU

charges etc. He said the private
hospitals were not supposed to
charge anything extra than this
and in case of emergency, if
something needed then it
should be categorically men-

tioned in the bills.
He visited the two most

busy private hospitals, first the
Chandini Hospital and then the
Madhuraj Hospital, and
inquired about the mode of
treatment and if the static mag-
istrates were satisfied with the
working of the private hospitals
and if they were following the
Covid protocol.  He directed
the static magistrates of both
the private hospitals to moni-
tor strictly on CCTV if the doc-
tors on duty were visiting the
patients regularly and timely or
not. He said every day the pri-
vate hospitals had to hold a
direct dialogue with the kin of
the patients to explain to them
about the condition of their
patients and that too on a
fixed time. The district magis-
trate was accompanied with the
ADM (City).
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KANPUR (PNS): GSVM
Medical College, Kanpur
Principal Prof RB Kamal said
in view of the threat of black
fungus, the medical college
had girded up its loins to han-
dle the situation if it cropped up
in the district. He said a requi-
sition for the ant--fungal injec-
tions had been sent to the
government and 100 vials of
the injection had been arranged
locally to remain prepared for
any such case, if it emerged.

The principal said a special
committee comprising

Medicine, ENT,
Ophthalmology, Microbiology
and Radio-Diagnostics had
been formed and if any case of
black fungus surfaced then
MRI would be carried out a
nasal swab of the patient would
be sent to the microbiology
department for test. He said
mucormycosis, also known as
black fungus, was a rare but
dangerous infection caused by
a group of moulds called
mucormycetes and it often
affected the sinuses, lungs,
skin, and brain. He said people

inhaled the mould spores or
came in contact with them in
things like soil, rotting produce
or bread, or compost piles.

Doctors believe that
mucormycosis, which has an
overall mortality rate of 50 per
cent, could be triggered by the
use of steroids, a life-saving
treatment for severe and criti-
cally ill COVID-19 patients. He
said steroids reduced inflam-
mation in the lungs of COVID-
19 patients and appeared to
help stop some of the damage
that could happen when the

body's immune system went
into overdrive to fight off the
novel coronavirus. He said
steroids also reduced immuni-
ty and pushed up blood sugar
levels in both diabetics and
non-diabetic COVID-19
patients and it was feared that
this fall in immunity could be
triggering these cases of black
fungus. However, Chief
Medical Officer Dr Nepal
Singh had recently announced
officially that there was no
case of black fungus as on date
in Kanpur Nagar. 
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Mystery shrouds the death
of a lady doctor who died

after falling from the eighth
floor of an apartment in
Bithoor police station area in
the early hours of Saturday.

Police said preliminary
investigation suggested that
the doctor herself jumped from
the eighth floor of the apart-
ment to end her life. However,
her parents alleged the she
was killed.

Reports said that Dr Sushil
Verma, a native of Rae Bareli,
her doctor wife Manju and 18-
month-old son Rudransh lived
in flat No 8A on the eighth
floor of Tower No. 5 of Rudra
Apartment in Singhpur in
Bithoor.

Dr Sushil Verma is an
assistant professor in Jalaun
Medical College while Dr
Manju had completed her
MBBS from Swaroop Rani
Medical College in Prayagraj.

Around 1:30 am on
Saturday, Dr Manju died after
falling from the eighth floor of
her apartment

The local police immedi-
ately reached to the spot and
carried out an investigation. Dr
Manju’s parents also reached
the spot on Saturday morning.

Personal assistant of a
judge of the Allahabad High
Court, Arun Singh, said his
daughter Manju was married to
Dr Sushil Verma in January
2019. He said in the early
hours of Saturday, Dr Sushil
Verma’s younger brother
Sudhir informed him that
Manju had fallen from the
balcony of their flat and when
he reached the spot with fam-
ily members in the morning he
found Manju dead.

Singh alleged that his son-
in-law had taken a loan of
Rs.40 lakh to buy the flat and
used to press Manju to bring
money from her parents to pay
the installments of the loan and
when she refused to do so, he
pushed her off the balcony of
their flat on the eighth floor.

Bithoor police have started
an investigation. Dr Sushil
Verma’s brother Sunil Verma is
basic Shiksha adhikari (BSA) in
Kanpur Dehat while the
youngest brother Sudhir is a
lawyer.
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KANPUR (PNS): In a case of
honour killing, a minor
lovesick couple was axed to
death by the girl’s father and
uncle in Birahinpur village in
Ghatampur Kotwali police area
on Saturday morning.

While peeping through the
window, the youth’s father kept
urging the assailants to leave his
son but they axed the couple to
death. According to reports, a
truck driver of the village has
four children. His minor
daughter had an affair with a
youth of a neighbouring village.
On this, both the families often
had heated arguments.
However, despite several warn-
ings, the girl did not stop
meeting her lover.

On Thursday, the truck
driver along with wife and two
children went to attend the
marriage of his brother-in-law
in Baruwa village of Banda. His
minor daughter and a son
were present in the house.
While leaving for Banda, the
truck driver had asked his
brother to keep an eye on both
the children. Late Friday night,
on coming to know about the
presence of the neighbouring
village boy in the girl’s room,
her uncle put a lock on the
main gate of the house and
informed his brother in Banda.

The truck driver immedi-
ately returned to the village by
7am on Saturday and along
with his brother entered the
room and locked it from inside.
He scolded his daughter and
her lover for continuing their
affair despite being warned.
Meanwhile, the youth’s father
also reached the spot.

Suddenly, when his daugh-
ter argued with him, the truck
driver lost his cool and with the
help of his brother, axed the
couple to death. On getting
information from gram prad-
han Pappu Singh, local police
reached the spot and arrested
the father of the deceased girl
along with the blood-stained
axe. 
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Former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday called

for a national vaccine strategy
and claimed that the
Government’s “disastrous”
inoculation policy will “ensure
a devastating third wave” in the
country. 

He also accused the prime
minister of making “mother
Ganga cry” after bodies of sus-
pected coronavirus victims
were found floating in the
river. 

“The Government of
India’s (GOI’s) disastrous vac-
cine strategy will ensure a dev-
astating third wave. It can’t be
repeated enough - India needs
a proper vaccine strategy,” he
said on Twitter. 

Tagging media reports
claiming that over 2,000 bod-
ies have been found in 1140 km
area along the Ganga, he
alleged, “One who used to say
‘Ganga’ has called him has
made Mother Ganga cry.” 

Rahul and the Congress
have been attacking the prime
minister and his government
over its vaccine strategy and
handling of the pandemic. 

Senior Congress leader and
former Union Finance Minister
P. Chidambaram too slammed
the government over the
issuance of 1.23 lakh death cer-
tificates between March 1 to
May 10 this year in Gujarat and

said that government, in con-
junction with some state gov-
ernments, is suppressing the
actual numbers of new infec-
tions and Covid-related deaths.

“The increase was an
alarming number of about
65,000 death certificates. This
increase cannot be explained as
a natural annual increase in the
number of deaths. It can only
be attributed to a pandemic or
any other natural disaster,” the
Congress leader said.

Hitting out at the govern-
ment, Chidambaram said that
the party’s suspicion on the
actual death toll were 
confirmed by the fact that
hundreds of unidentified 
bodies have been found 
floating on the river Ganga and
nearly 2,000 unidentified bod-
ies have been found buried on
the sands along the river
Ganga.

“We have a strong suspi-
cion that the Government of
India, in conjunction with
some State Governments, is
suppressing the true numbers
of new infections and 18
Covid-related deaths,” he
alleged.

He said, “If our suspicions
are true, this is a grave misdeed

apart from being a national
shame and a national tragedy.”

C h i d a m b a r a m  
said that Central government
and the Gujarat government
owe an explanation to the peo-
ple of India. “We demand
answers and an explanation,” he
added.

Chidambaram also said
that the National Human
Rights Commission should
collect the true numbers from
every state about the death cer-
tificate issued last year and this
year.

In a separate tweet, Rahul
Gandhi appealed to people to
stay safe after cyclone Tauktae
warning was issued by the
government in many states. He
also appealed to Congress
workers to provide all assis-
tance to those in need. 

“May 15 Cyclone Alert has
been issued in Kerala,
Maharashtra, Goa, Tamil Nadu,
Gujarat and Karnataka.
Cyclone Tauktae is already
causing heavy rains in many
areas. 

“I appeal to Congress
workers to provide all possible
assistance to those in need.
Please stay safe,” he said on
Twitter.
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As torrential rain and fierce
winds influenced by

cyclonic storm ‘Tauktae’ (pro-
nounced as Tau’Te) in the
Arabian Sea have left a trail of
destruction in Kerala’s coastal
areas on Saturday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said the cyclone
‘Tauktae’ has intensified and
likely to intensify into a ‘very
severe cyclonic storm’ in the
next 12 to 15 hours with a wind
speed of 120 to 130 kmph gust-
ing to 145 kmph. It is also
expected to move north north-
westwards and cross the
Gujarat coast between
Porbandar and Naliya as a
very severe cyclonic storm
around May 18 afternoon or
evening. The IMD has placed
a ‘cyclone watch’ for south
Gujarat and Diu coasts.

This is the first cyclonic
storm this year as India fights
a deadly second wave of Covid,
which has led to a frightening
surge in the country’s caseload
over the last two months.
Many flights have been can-
celled for Kerala, Mumbai, and
Ahmedabad due to bad weath-
er on Saturday.  Officials said
that Tauktae intensified very
rapidly from a depression to a
cyclone on Friday. “There were
two more cyclones in the past
with similar tracks. One in
1933 between May 13 to 19 and
another in 1975 between May
20 and 21,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has reviewed the pre-
paredness of states, central
ministries and agencies con-
cerned to deal with the situa-
tion arising out of cyclone
Tauktae and asked them to take
every possible measure to
ensure that people are safely
evacuated. He also called for

ensuring maintenance of all
essential services such as
power, telecommunications,
health and drinking and their
immediate restoration in the
event of damages caused to
them, a statement said.

The IMD said the cyclonic
storm will be a very severe
cyclonic storm from May 16-18
and cross the Gujarat coast on
May 18. Along with Gujarat,
coastal areas of Goa,
Maharashtra, Kerala,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
have been put on alert after the
IMD said the impact of the
cyclone will be felt in the
southeast, east-central and
northeast Arabian Sea,
Lakshadweep islands, Maldives
area, triggering heavy rainfall
in coastal and adjoining dis-
tricts of all states.

“Very heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall “causing flash
floods and landslides” over
the coastal districts of Kerala,
Karnataka and Goa till Sunday
and Saurashtra, Kutch in
Gujarat on Tuesday and
Wednesday is expected, the
IMD has said. Fishermen have
been asked to avoid heading to
Arabian Sea till Tuesday,
tourism activities have been
restricted and necessary pre-
cautions have been advised
for naval operations in antici-
pation of rough sea. Tidal
wave of about 2-3 m above

astronomical tide is likely to
inundate coastal areas of
Morbi, Kutch, Devbhoomi
Dwarka and Jamnagar dis-
tricts and 1-2 meters along
Porbandar, Junagarh, Gir
Somnath, Amreli, Bhavnagar
and 0.5 to 1m over the remain-
ing coastal districts of Gujarat,
IMD has warned. The cyclone
is likely to cause rain - of vary-
ing intensity -in parts of Tamil
Nadu and Rajasthan too.

Due to the bad weather,
Air carriers like Vistara and
IndiGo have already issued a
travel advisory to passengers
travelling to and from
C h e n n a i ,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Pune,
Goa, and Ahmedabad. As per
the advisory issued by Vistara
on Saturday, flights to and
from Chennai,
Thiruvanathapuram, Kochi,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Pune,
Goa and Ahmedabad might be
impacted till May 17 due to the
adverse weather conditions
expected over the Arabian Sea
triggered by cyclone
Tauktae.Due to the adverse
weather conditions expected
over the Arabian Sea, flights to
and from Chennai,
Thiruvanathapuram, Kochi,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Pune,
Goa and Ahmedabad are like-
ly to be impacted till May 17,
2021,” it said. IndiGo also
issued a travel advisory stating
that flights to and from Kerala’s
Kannur.The airline tweeted,
“Travel Advisory: Due to
Cyclone Tauktae, f lights
to/from Kannur are impacted.
You may visit Plan B to opt for
alternate options or get a
refund.”

According to the IMD,
over Devbhoomi Dwarka,
Kutch, Porbandar, Junagarh,
Gir Somnath and Jamnagar

districts of Gujarat extensive
damage is expected on May 18.
There could be total destruc-
tion of thatched houses or
extensive damage to kutcha
houses; some damage to pucca
houses; threat from flying
objects; bending/ uprooting
of power and communication
poles; major damage to kutcha
and pucca roads; flooding of
escape routes; minor disrup-
tion of railways; overhead
power lines and signalling sys-
tems; widespread damage to
salt pans and standing crops
etc. Similar damage is also
expected in Amreli, Rajkot
and Morbi districts.

Visuals showed that from
Thiruvananthapuram in the
south to Kasaragod in the
north, hundreds of families
living close to the sea have had
to abandon their homes and
rush to relief camps set up by
the state government in the face
of massive sea-incursions.
Several houses close to the sea
in districts like Kasaragod,
Kannur, Kozhikode, Thrissur,
Ernakulam and Alappuzha
have been partially or com-
pletely damaged by the impact
of the cyclone.

In cities like Kochi,
Kozhikode and
Thiruvananthapuram, there
are widespread reports of
waterlogging due to overflow-
ing drains and canals.
Rupturing of trees and electric
posts have resulted in 
power outages and damage to
vehicles,

Airports Authority of India
(AAI) has took stock of the pre-
paredness of western coastal
airports in. Southern Region
and Western Region airports
through a Video Conference
and directed the concerned
airports to take all precautions
and plan preparedness.
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With the controversial
WhatsApp privacy poli-

cy coming into effect from
Saturday for its over 2 billion
users, including more than 400
million in India, industry
experts emphasised that the
Government must implement
stricter data privacy rules and
restrain the Facebook-owned
app as was done while banning
Chinese apps to protect the
sovereignty of the country.

Giving an interim solace
for those who do not accept the
new policy, WhatsApp has said
that its users will not immedi-
ately lose their accounts or face
curtailed functionalities on the
platform on May 15, but they
will have to eventually go
through limited functions if
they fail to accept the new
norms in the due course of
time.

On Thursday, a senior
Ministry of Electronics and
IT official said during an
Assocham event that the
Government is pro-actively
looking at a best possible action
over the new WhatsApp pri-
vacy policy.

MeitY Special Secretary
and Financial Advisor Jyoti
Arora stated that the ministry
is aware about the fact that
Germany has banned the pri-
vacy policy of WhatsApp.

“There is no judicial order
in favour of WhatsApp. In
view of the unlawful nature of
this privacy policy, the gov-
ernment should restrain
WhatsApp as was done while
banning Chinese apps to pro-
tect sovereignty of India,” said
Advocate Virag Gupta, who is
arguing K.N. Govindacharya’s
matter before the Delhi High
Court for disclosure of details
of designated officers of social
media companies.
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Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan on

Saturday said India will have
51.6 crore Covid-19 vaccine
doses by July end including the
18 crore doses already admin-
istered.

Vardhan reviewed the pub-
lic health response to Covid-19
and progress of vaccination
with Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and
Gujarat.

These states are depicting
a higher growth rate in the
number of daily cases, rise in
positivity, high mortality and
saturation of healthcare capac-
ity.

The Minister highlighted
the critical challenges faced by
the states.

Vardhan expressed a strong
view that the present plateau-
ing of Covid cases should not
be taken as a sign for compla-
cency but as a breathing space
to expand, revamp and
improve Health Infrastructure.

State health administrators
were advised to increase ICU

and oxygenated beds, under-
take oxygen audits, take stock
of availability of medicines in
the state and strengthen their
medical workforce.

A common point of con-
sensus among the state health
Ministers was that vaccines
had resulted in milder forms
of Covid thereby preventing
loss of precious lives.

Taking note of the fact that
all the states require more
vaccines to expand their vac-
cine coverage, Vardhan said,
“Production is being steadily
ramped up to cater to

increased demand while vac-
cines that are being produced
now continue to be equitably
apportioned and swiftly sent to
states/UTs.”

Detailing the ramping up
of vaccine production, he said,
“We will have 51.6 crore vac-
cine doses by the end of July
including the 18 crore doses
already administered. Sputnik
has been approved.

This along with the slated
approval of the new vaccine of
Zydus Cadila, Serum Institute
of India- Novavax vaccine,
Bharat Biotech’s nasal vaccine

and the Genova mRNA vac-
cine will push the availability
of Covid vaccines to 216 crore
doses in the August-December
period.”

Union Minister of State for
Health, Ashwini Kumar
Choubey assured his col-
leagues in states that the Union
government will listen to all
their requirements and try to
fulfill them as per capacity.

States were advised to
ensure complete utilization of
available vaccination slots for
45+ age-group, health care
workers, frontline workers
with awareness campaigns for
conveying the importance of
completing the second dose of
vaccine.

It was reiterated that States
need to focus on reduction of
vaccine wastage as that will be
factored in subsequent alloca-
tions to that state.

States were advised to con-
stitute a 2/3-member team at
State level on the lines of the
dedicated team at Union
Health Ministry to regularly
coordinate with manufactur-
ers for timely supplies of vac-
cine through ‘other than gov-
ernment of India channel’ and
also to coordinate with private
hospitals for their procure-
ment.

The Union Health
Ministry has already shared
the list of private hospitals
along with doses contracted
and supplied with state/UTs.
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Amid estimates of prediction
of a third wave of Covid-

19, the CRPF headquarters has
directed its medical directorate
to prepare for this and keep the
infrastructure created during
the first wave of the pandem-
ic as also the equipment fully
operational to face the eventu-
ality.

The whole nation is hit by
the second wave of Covid
and the CRPF has also not
been left untouched by this.
During the course of the pan-
demic, the paramilitary has
put in all the efforts to
strengthen medical infra-
structure which was devel-
oped during the first wave and
has succeeded to some extent,
officials said.

“Factoring in the predic-
tion of the third wave, the
Competent Authority has
desired that top priority must
be given to maintenance of
infrastructure/equipment
developed so far and they
should be kept functional and
in working order, and regu-
larly reviewed and audited in
a compact manner, a senior
official said.

The headquarters has also
directed all the sectors, med-
ical directorates and compos-
ite hospitals to take requisite
action and submit a report of
action taken for perusal of the
Director General Kuldiep
Singh, they said.

In a record of sorts, the
3.25 lakh-strong force has
completed the vaccination
against Covid-19 with both
the doses barring about 8,500
personnel who could not be

administered the doses due to
temporary postings or comor-
bidities. Those left from vac-
cination are being sought to
be inoculated in top priority
after stabilising their comor-
bidities fixing posting issues.

The CRPF is the lead
agency for counter-insur-
gency, anti-terror operations
and law and order duties. It
has a strong deployment in
Jammu and Kashmir, Naxal-
hit States and the Northeast.
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Senior Congress leader and
former Union Finance

Minister P Chidambaram on
Saturday slammed the Central
Government over the issuance
of 1.23 lakh death certificates
between March 1 to May 10 this
year in Gujarat and said that the
Government, in conjunction
with some State Governments,
is suppressing the actual num-
bers of new infections and
Covid-related deaths.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here virtually,
Chidambaram said, “On May
14, Divya Bhaskar, a Gujarati
language newspaper, published
a news story that sent shock
waves throughout Gujarat and
the country.”

He said that the thrust of
the story was that during the
period March 1 to May 10 of
this year (2021), Gujarat issued
about 1,23,000 death certifi-
cates as against about 58,000
death certificates issued during
the same period last year
(2020).

“The increase was an
alarming number of about
65,000 death certificates. This
increase cannot be explained as
a natural annual increase in the
number of deaths. It can only
be attributed to a pandemic or
any other natural disaster,” the
Congress leader said.

He said that the Congress
had independently verified the
two numbers referred to for the
period of 71 days.

“We have collected the
numbers from 33 districts
(including the cities), the sum
of the number of the death cer-
tificates nearly tallies with the
numbers published by Divya
Bhaskar -- 1,23,873 in 2021 ver-
sus 58,068 in 2020.

“During the period March
1, 2021 to May 10, 2021, the
government of Gujarat has
officially admitted to only 4,218
Covid-related deaths,” he said.

“The difference between
the increase in the number of
death certificates (65,805) and
the official Covid-related
deaths (4,218) must be
explained. It cannot be
explained as ‘natural annual
increase’ or ‘due to other caus-
es’. We have a strong suspicion
that the bulk of the increased
number of deaths is due to
Covid and the state govern-
ment is suppressing the true
number of 18 Covid-related
deaths,” Chidambaram said.
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With 11 States reporting
over one lakh active

Covid-19 cases while eight have
active cases between 50,000
and one lakh and 17 have less
than 50,000 cases, India is pre-
senting a mixed trend of Covid-
19 situation in the country even
as the Government on Saturday
asserted that overall, the situa-
tion is stabilising.

India in a day recorded
3,26,098 Covid-19 cases that
took the tally to 2,43,72,907,
while 3,890 new fatalities
pushed the death toll to
2,66,207.

The Central Government
officials at a press conference
here also took a dig at the Delhi
Government for reporting
Single-dose vaccination cover-
age among healthcare workers
below the national average of 89
per cent.

“ Single dose vaccination
coverage is 95 per cent in
Rajasthan, 96 per cent in
Madhya Pradesh and 99 per
cent in Chhattisgarh. In Delhi,
it stands at 78 pe cent, which is
11 per cent below the national
average. It should be taken to
above 95 per cent,”  Dr VK Paul,

Niti Aayog (Health) member
said.

Similarly, he said, overall
single-dose vaccination cover-
age among frontline workers
stands at 82 per cent in the
country. It is 93 per cent in
Gujarat, 91 per cent in
Rajasthan, and 90 per cent in
Madhya Pradesh -- well above
the national average. He said, it
stands at 80 per cent in Delhi
which has been complaining of
shortage of vaccines for its cit-
izens.

Talking about the overall
Covid-19 situation in the coun-
try, he said it is stabilizing and
the government will work
towards ensuring further stabi-
lization.

“ Some states have shown a
clear pattern, in some states
there are concerns and in some
others there is a trend towards
an increase. It is a mixed picture.
But overall, the situation is sta-
bilising and we hope and we will
work towards ensuring further
stabilisation and rapid decline of
this pandemic.”

He said that ten states
account for 85 per cent of the
total coronavirus cases in the
country.

The official said 11 states
have over one lakh active

COVID-19 cases, 17 have less
than 50,000 cases while eight
have active cases between
50,000 and one lakh.

Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat and
Chhattisgarh, which are record-
ing a high number of novel
coronavirus cases, are also
reporting decline in the number
of active cases.

Twenty-four states have a
COVID-19 positivity rate of
more than 15 per cent while
Delhi, Chhattisgarh, Daman
and Diu, Haryana and Madhya
Pradesh have reported a major
drop in case positivity, he said.

The active cases have
reduced to 36,73,802 and com-
prise 15.07 per cent of the total
infections, while the national
COVID-19 recovery rate has
improved to 83.83 per cent, he
stated.

Lav Agarwal, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Health,
said a total of 18.04 crore vac-
cine doses have been adminis-
tered so far in the country. This
includes 12.74 crore people
above the age of 45 years, 1.62
crore healthcare workers, 2.25
crore frontline workers and
42.59 lakh people between the
age of 18-44 years who have
received their first dose.
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Aplea has been moved in the
Supreme Court seeking

directions to utilise PM Cares
Fund for the purpose of instal-
lation of oxygen plants, pro-
curement of Covid-19 vaccines
and other essential equipment
at 738 district hospitals across
the country.

The plea added that it was
already announced on April 25
that PM Cares Fund would allo-
cate money to set up 551 oxy-
gen plants using pressure swing
adsorption at public health
facilities.

The plea has been filed by
advocate Viplava Sharma also
urged the top court to issue
directions to the states/UTs to
ensure that all the private/char-
itable hospitals within their
jurisdiction to procure, installed
and commissioned the subject
medical plant with essential
backups and thereby, have
become self-sufficient in having
more than adequate inhouse
basic and essential life support
service of medical oxygen with-
in the shortest possible time.

The petitioner also sought

a stay on April 24 notification
issued by the Centre to the
extent it capped the exemption
from import duty granted to
medical equipment, for a peri-
od of three months.

The plea said: “Three-
month time period is too short
a period from the standpoint of
logistics involved in importing
these highly sophisticated med-
ical equipment in India by over
300 concerned notable hospitals
throughout the country.”

“Pass appropriate urgent
directions to the respondents to
ensure forthwith setting up of
electric and all other kinds of
crematoriums in all cities with-
in their respective administra-
tion and also they also forth-
with undertake to
maintain/improve the existing
electric crematoriums all of
which have been used much
beyond their respective capac-
ities and may soon get non-
functional”, added the plea.

The plea also asked the top
court to direct states to set up
electric and other crematoriums
in all cities and additionally,
maintain and improve the con-
dition of existing facilities.
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The medical cadets of the
armed forces commis-

sioned as Medical Officers on
Saturday have joined the battle
against Covid-19. They will be
leaving immediately to join as
interns in 31 Armed Forces
Medical Services (AFMS) hos-
pitals across the country, which
are also designated for Covid
care.

The Defence Ministry said
110 medical cadets, including
21 female cadets, of the 55th
batch of the Armed Forces
Medical College were com-
missioned as Medical Officers
into the Armed Forces Medical
Services (AFMS) on Saturday.
The cadets were commissioned
by Commandant, AFMC Lt
Gen Nardeep Naithani in a
brief ceremony. Ninety four
cadets were commissioned into
the Indian Army, 10 in the
Indian Air Force and six in the
Navy. The Passing Out Parade
had to be called off for the first
time since 1982, keeping in
mind the Covid-19 restric-
tions.

In his commissioning

address, Lt Gen Naithani con-
gratulated the newly commis-
sioned officers for joining
AFMS which is the finest inte-
grated medical organisation in
the country. He complimented
the parents of the students for
the success of their children. He
added that it has the unique
distinction of having the entire
batch that entered AFMC in
2016 graduating together with
100 percent success, which by
itself is the best tribute to the
teachers at AFMC.

The Commandant
reminded the graduating batch
that they were joining the med-
ical profession at a time when
the country was passing
through a difficult phase. He
exhorted them to use their
knowledge and skills acquired
at AFMC to provide the best
possible care to their patients as
they join the nation’s battle
against Covid-19.

Lt Gen Naithani expressed
confidence that given their aca-
demic rigour and training, the
newly commissioned Medical
Officers would always mea-
sure up to the highest standards
expected from military doctors.
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With the number of coro-
na cases galloping up to

about 22,000 cases per day, the
Bengal Government on
Saturday announced a full lock-
down till May 30.

“The Government has
taken the steps in view of ris-
ing number of cases,” Bengal
Chief Secretary Alapan
Bandopadhyay said

Bandopadhyay said the
State would go for a full lock-
down whereby all the private
offices, schools and colleges
would remain closed. The
bazars selling vegetables, fruit
etc would remain open as usual
from 7-10 am every day while
the local trains, metro ser-
vices, inter-state bus and train
and ferry services would
remain closed he said. The local
trains had already been sus-
pended last week.

While intra-state goods
trucks movement would be

restricted to essential supplies
no private cars, taxis and auto
movement would be allowed,
he maintained adding the auto
repairing shops and petrol
pumps would however remain
open. The banks would func-
tion from 10 am to 2 pm and
cinema, bars eateries, spas,
malls and parlours would also
remain closed he maintained
adding anyone violating the

orders would be dealt with
strongly under pandemic laws.

Meanwhile, Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Saturday lost her second broth-
er Ashim Banerjee to corona
infection. He was undergoing
treatment at a city private hos-
pital in South Kolkata. He was
cremated at the designated
Nimtalla Mahasmashan (funer-
al) Ghat.
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Ahead of the arrival of the
high level team of experts

from New Delhi to study the
high mortality rate of Covid-19
patients in Jammu, 63 more
patients succumbed to the dead-
ly virus taking the tally of deaths
to 3,090 while total active positive
cases stood at 51,475 as 3,677 fresh
cases of coronavirus were detect-
ed across the region on Saturday.

Significantly, 4,140 more
Covid-19 patients recovered and
were discharged from various
hospitals including 1,086 from
Jammu Division and 3,054 from
Kashmir Division.  

Meanwhile, the corona curfew
was also extended by the UT
administration till May 24.

On the other hand to cover
the left over population in the age
group of 45 plus across Jammu
district special vaccination 
camps are being organised across
100 centres in Jammu to vaccinate
them.

So far around 98% of esti-
mated 45+ population in Jammu

given first shot till date.
According to a statement

issued by the office of Principal,
Government Medical College,
Jammu, "As per the recent
sequencing data analysis of posi-
tive Covid-19 patients received
from NCDC, New Delhi, B.1.617
variant is responsible for the
recent surge in Covid-19cases in
Jammu division.

Dr. Shashi Sudhan Sharma
said that the Department of
Microbiology at GMC, Jammu
besides testing of Covid-19 sam-
ples is also coordinating with
NCDC New Delhi for routine
sequencing of positive sample
and as per the latest report
received from them UK Variant
was reported in >60% samples in
March, 2021.

However, in April the %age of
UK Variant dropped to 47% and
B.1.617 increased from 5.8% to
38%.

Dr. Sharma further added
that till date 434 samples have
been sent to NCDC from Jammu
Division among which a report of
64 samples is still awaited.

Jammu: Jammu & Kashmir on Saturday claimed
to have averted a major tragedy by recovering
a 10-kg Improvised Explosive Device (IED) in
southern Pulwama district.

In a tweet, a police spokesman said that they
received inputs that Jaish-e-Muhammad ter-
rorists were planning to carry out ‘spectacular’
IED attacks. “On the basis of which few suspects
were questioned and on their admission an IED
weighing 10Kgs has been recovered at Pulwama,
thus a major attack has been averted,” said the
spokesman .PNS

Jammu: Jammu & Kashmir police on
Saturday warned  'inimical' elements
against disturbing public peace and
order in the Kashmir valley in the garb
of prevailing situation in Palestine.

A young mural artist, Mudasir Gul,
was also picked up by the J&k police as
he had painted a wall graffiti on the
request of few local residents in Padshahi
bagh area.  

Gul had reportedly painted  a face of
a sobbing woman, wearing Palestine’s flag
as the headscarf, and wrote “We Are
Palestine”. Local reports claimed,  Gul was
directed by the local police officers to
deface the graffiti on his own. Few other
residents in the area who had participated
in raising slogans and attempted to stage
a demonstration in solidarity with
Palestine were also rounded up by the
police. Posting a series of tweets J&K

Police said, " it is keeping a very close
watch on elements who are attempting
to leverage the unfortunate situation in
Palestine to disturb public peace and
order in the Kashmir valley".

Claiming that restoring peace
remains their top priority J&K Police in
another tweet said, "We are a professional
force and are sensitive to public anguish.
But J&K police has a legal responsibili-
ty to ensure law and order as well. It, how-
ever, wouldn’t allow cynical encashment
of the public anger to trigger violence,
lawlessness and disorder on Kashmir
streets". "Expressing opinion is a freedom
but engineering and inciting violence on
streets is unlawful. All irresponsible
social media comments that results in
actual violence and breaking of law
including Covid protocol will attract legal
action". PNS
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Jaipur: Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has expressed his deep
concern over the continuous
increase in the number of
Covid patients in the State
Capital, and directed the offi-
cials to formulate a special
plan to prevent the spread of
infection in Jaipur. He direct-
ed to further strengthen the
arrangement zone, more test-
ing, contact tracing etc. in the
entire district to control the sit-
uation of Covid infection in
Jaipur.

Gehlot was conducting a
high level review on Friday
night through video conference
on other related topics includ-
ing Covid compression, lock-
down and availability of
resources. He said the number
of active cases in Jaipur has

increased from 18 thousand to
more than 51 thousand in the
last three weeks and it is a mat-
ter of great concern to keep the
positive rate around 30 percent
continuously. “We need to
devise a new strategy for effec-
tive prevention on this.”
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Panaji: The Goa Government on Saturday  decided to take
over the rights to admission in all the 21 private hospitals
in the State treating Covid-19 patients from May 17 citing
various violations of norms.

Chief Minister Pramod Sawant said the move will ease
the load on facilities like the Goa Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH). A total of 75 Covid-19 patients had died
during treatment at the GMCH in the last four days, ring-
ing the alarm bells in the administration.

Explaining the rationale behind the State Government's
decision, Sawant said private hospitals were not reserving
50 per cent of their total beds for the treatment of Covid-
19 patients. "We have also come across the instances where-
in private hospitals were not providing Covid-19 treatment
under the DDSSY scheme (the medical insurance scheme
of the state government)," he told reporters.

There are instances wherein private hospitals were found
charging patients exorbitantly, he said. Sawant said the
government will only take over the rights of admissions in
these hospitals while their management will remain with their
owners. "There are 21 private hospitals which have been pro-
viding treatment to Covid-19 patients in Goa," he said.

The chief minister said Covid-19 treatment in private
hospitals would be covered under the DDSSY (Deen Dayal
Swasthya Seva Yojana) scheme. "We will ensure that 50 per
cent of beds in the private hospitals will be kept reserved
for treating Covid-19 patients. This will help to ease the load
on facilities like the Goa Medical College and Hospital,"
Sawant added. PTI
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Goa on Saturday reported
3,512 recoveries against

1,957 fresh coronavirus positive
cases, while 58 patients died, a
health department official said.

Goa's overall caseload now
stands at 1,34,542 while the
death toll reached 2,056, he
said.

A total of 3,512 patients
recovered during the day, tak-
ing the number of recoveries in
Goa so far to 1,01,712, the offi-
cial said, adding the coastal
state is now left with 30,774
active cases.

With 5,571 new tests, the
total number of samples exam-
ined so far in Goa went up to
7,53,271, he added.

Goa's Covid-19 figures are
as follows: Positive cases
1,34,542, new cases 1,957,
death toll 2,056, discharged
1,01,712, active cases 30,774,
samples tested till date 7,53,271.  

Agartala: Tripura Chief
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb
said on Saturday that no deci-
sion has been taken yet  on
imposing lockdown in any part
of the state, even as Covid-
19cases  continued to jump.

Speaking to reporters while
visiting Covid care facilities in
the  Sepahijala district, Deb
said such a decision is taken
when healthcare  experts and
the administration collectively
feel the necessity.

"There is no decision on
lockdown yet," he said, adding
that all updates will be made
public.

In the Sipahijala district,
200 new beds have been pre-
pared at two Covid care facil-

ities, and more than 1,400 beds
are being prepared at two other
centres.

Meanwhile, a door-to-door
survey has started in three
containment zones in the
Agartala Municipal
Corporation (AMC) area.

The State Government has
decided to conduct rapid anti-
gen tests in all houses in the
AMC area, Health Department
officials said.

Tripura recorded 449 new
Covid-19 cases on Saturday,
pushing the tally to 40,055.

The number of active cases
climbed to 3,781.

With three more fatalities,
all in the West Tripura district,
the death toll rose to 426. PTI
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Chennai: An expert team from
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on
Saturday visited Vedanta Ltd's
copper smelter plant Sterlite
Copper and suggested mea-
sures to set right the technical
snag that halted oxygen pro-
duction, the company said.

Oxygen production at
Sterlite Copper located in
Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu
was stopped on Friday due to

a technical snag.According to
Vedanta, an expert team from
ISRO came to the smelter plant
to support the ongoing efforts
and collaborate with the com-
pany's technical team."They
have suggested some measures
to help rectify the production
snag. This has helped fastrack
the repair process for which we
are thankful to the local admin-
istration, who was instrumen-
tal in facilitating this coopera-

tive effort to recommence our
oxygen production," Vedanta
said.

On Friday the company
said a technical snag had devel-
oped in the cold box in the oxy-
gen plant, leading to a tempo-
rary pause in production.

"The possibility of minor
technical fluctuations was
anticipated given that the plant
has been unattended for three
years," the company said in a

statement.
On Thursday the company

said one of its oxygen plants
commenced production from
May 12."The first tanker car-
rying 4.8 tons of liquid oxygen
is going to
Tirunelveli/Thoothukudi. We
will be dispatching two oxygen
tankers on a daily basis to begin
with, and gradually scale this
up as we expand production,"
Vedanta had said. IANS

New Delhi: The Government
on Saturday eases certain
norms under Gas Cylinders
Rules, 2016 to fast track
approvals for imported cylin-
ders and pressure vessels for
storage and transportation of
medical oxygen amid rising
Covid cases.  

The relaxations would be
valid for six months or till fur-
ther orders of the Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT), an
official statement said.\

The department said that
the certification of Petroleum
and Explosive Safety
Organization (PESO) will not
be mandatory before importing
consignment of oxygen cylin-
ders, and containers.

The certification of PESO will
be required before use of the
oxygen cylinders, which entails
weight and hydro testing, it
added. "The Indian mis-
sions should, however, ensure
that the oxygen cylinders
should comply with India or
international standards before
shipment," it said. In case of
filled cylinders, the agency
exporting to India would have
to certify that the oxygen filled
in the cylinder is of such puri-
ty and concentration that is fit
for medical use. 

The certification would be
attested by the Indian mission
in the exporting country and
soon upon arrival in India,
such filled cylinders will be
inspected on sample basis by an

empanelled agency of PESO.
"All the filled cylinders must be
verified for quality of gas filled
therein under the supervision
of medical/ Food and Drugs
Controllers and if quality of gas
conforms to their requirement
of medical oxygen, cylinders
may be sent directly to hospi-
tals for use," the department
said.

Regarding PSA (pressure
swing adsorption) installations
at hospitals with filling facili-
ties or at COVID centres, it said
PSA plants where generated
oxygen is directly supplied to
hospital and no filling of cylin-
ders is taking place, in such
cases the facilities do not need
any permission or license
under PESO rules. PTI
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Miffed by a letter written by
former chief minister and

senior BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis to Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi advising her
party not to indulge in politics
over vaccination but to play the
role of a constructive
Opposition, Maharashtra
Congress president Nana Patole
on Saturday dared Fadnavis to
show courage and write a sim-
ilar letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over the Covid-
19 situation in the country

Hours after Fadnavis shot
off a four-page letter to the
Congress president, Patole
charged that by writing a letter
to Sonia Gandhi, the BJP leader
was trying to push under the
carpet the “sins” of  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of
converting the country into a
cremation ground.   

Charging that the Modi
government had miserably
failed in handling the Covid-19
crisis in the country, Patole said:
“Rahul Gandhi had warned
way back on February 12, 2020
of a Corona Tsunami, but BJP
leaders like Modi and Fadnavis
did not take him seriously. The
result is that a staggering 4 lakh
infections and more than 4,000
deaths are being reported every

day in the country. The Modi
government’s arrogance and
mismanagement of affairs is
responsible for the curry situ-
ation in the country”

“By writing a letter to Sonia
Gandhi, Modi is trying to push
under the carpet the “sins” of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of converting the country into a
cremation ground.... Instead of
writing a letter to the Congress
president, Fadnavis should be
asking his party’s chief minister
as to how `Navami Gange’ has
turned into `Shavami Gange”,”
Patole said.    

Dubbing Modi as a “liar”
for claims that the Centre had
provided more than stocks of
Remdesivir and Oxygen to
states, Patole said that the
Supreme Court hadf called the
BJP’s bluff by passing strictures
over its false claiming in han-
dling the Covid-19. “The
Centre had claimed that utilis-
ing money from the PM’s Care
fund, it would set up Oxygen
plants. But not even one plant
has been set up in Maharashtra.
In fact, Maharashtra which
needs 1750 metric tonnes of
medical oxygen, the state itself
produces 1,200 metric tonnes of
Oxygen. Such is the sad state of
affairs that the Centre is not able
to provide the remaining 550
MT ofg Oxygen to the state,” the

state Congress chief said.
Charing that the BJP-ruled

states like Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh were
hiding information relating to
Covid-19 infections and deaths,
Patole asked: “Please let us as to
how many Covid-19 tests in
these BJP-ruled states. How
many patients are getting
Oxygen? How many deaths
have taken place in the BJP-
ruled states?. Fadnavis should
write a letter to the BJP presi-
dent and statistics in this
regard”.     

Patole said that there have
been 1,23,871 deaths in just 71
days in Gujarat, the government
there pegged the number of
deaths at 4,218, and blamed the
ego and greed of the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre for the
mess. “The BJP-ruled state gov-
ernments of Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka and Bihar are using
JCBs to remove bodies of the
people who died of Covid. And
the bodies are floating in river
Ganga,” he said.

Patole said that while the
Centre had claimed it had
made an allocation of �35,000
crore, the private vaccine man-
ufacturers were selling vac-
cines to the centre at �150 per
vaccine, �400 per vaccine to the
state government and Rs 600 to
individuals.
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After the first wave of 
Covid-19, the

Government, administration
and public dropped their guard
which led  to the current situ-
ation, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat said on Saturday and
urged people to stay positive
and proactive to fight the pan-
demic.

Addressing a lecture series
‘Positivity Unlimited', Bhagwat
said the country should stay
united and work as a team in
these testing times, instead of
pointing fingers at each 
other. "We are facing this situ-
ation because, whether it was
the Government, administra-
tion or public, everyone
dropped their guard after the
first wave despite indications
from doctors,” he said.

Bhagwat said there is talk
of a third wave. But, “we will
not be scared. We shall stand
like a rock.”

“We have to stay positive
and take precautions to keep
ourselves Covid-19 negative in
the present situation,” he said.

The RSS chief said that this
is not an appropriate time to
point fingers and all should
avoid making irrational
remarks.
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The daily Covid-19 infec-
tions dropped further to

34,848 in Maharashtra, while
the number of daily deaths
surged to 910 in the State.

A day after daily deaths
dropped from  850 to 695 and
number of infections dropped
from 42,582 to 39,923,
Maharashtra logged 910 deaths
and  34,848 new caes.

With 960 new deaths, the
total number of deaths in the
state climbed from 79,552 to
80,512 . Similarly, with 34,848
new infections, the total num-
ber of cases climbed from
53.09,215 to 53,44,063.   

As 59,073 patients were
discharged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-

ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
last year went up from
47,07,980 to 47,67,053. The
recovery rate in the State went
up from 88.68 per cent to 89.2
per cent.

The total “active cases” in
the state dropped from 5,19,254
to 4,94,032. The fatality rate in
the state stood at 1.51 per
cent.

With 62 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai
increased from 14,102 to
14,164, while the infected cases
went up by a relatively low 1450
to trigger a jump in the infec-
tions from 6,84,845 to 6,86,295.

The situation in Pune
improved a bit as the “active
cases”, which had come below

one lakh mark early this week,
improved once again as the
“active cases”  dropped from
96,028 to 93,245. 

Nagpur with 36,560 active
cases stood second in the state,
followed by Mumbai (34,083),
Thane (29,654), Ahmednagar
(30,221), Satara (21,283),
Nashik (20,218),  Solapur
(21,093), Beed (12,076),
Jalgaon (11,016), Chandrapur
(11,008), Latur (8799),
Aurangabad (8043), Parbhani
(7222), Jalna (7123),
Osmanabad (6108) and
Buldhana (6295). Of the 3,08,
39,404140 samples sent to var-
ious laboratories across the
State so far, 53,44,603 have test-
ed positive (17.33 per cent) for
Covid-19 until 
Saturday.
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An Israeli air raid in Gaza
City killed at least 10

Palestinians, mostly children,
early on Saturday in the dead-
liest single strike since the bat-
tle with Gaza’s militant Hamas
rulers erupted earlier this week.
Both sides pressed for an
advantage as cease-fire efforts
gathered strength.

The latest outburst of vio-
lence began in Jerusalem and
has spread across the region,
with Jewish-Arab clashes and
rioting in mixed cities of Israel.
There were also widespread
Palestinian protests Friday in
the occupied West Bank, where
Israeli forces shot and killed 11
people.

The spiralling violence has
raised fears of a new Palestinian
“intifada,” or uprising at a time
when there have been no peace
talks in years. Palestinians were
set to mark Nakba
(Catastrophe) Day on Saturday,
when they commemorate the
estimated 7,00,000 people who
fled or were driven from their
homes in what is now Israel
during the 1948 war sur-
rounding its creation. That
raised the possibility of even
more unrest.

US diplomat Hady Amr
arrived on Friday as part of
Washington’s efforts to de-
escalate the conflict, and the
UN Security Council was set to
meet Sunday. But Israel turned
down an Egyptian proposal for
a one-year truce that Hamas

rulers had accepted, an
Egyptian official said Friday on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the negotiations.

Since Monday night,
Hamas has fired hundreds of
rockets into Israel, which has
pounded the Gaza Strip with
strikes. In Gaza, at least 126
people have been killed, includ-
ing 31 children and 20 women;
in Israel, seven 
people have been killed, includ-
ing a 6-year-old boy and a sol-
dier.

Rocket fire from Gaza and
Israel’s bombardment of the
blockaded Palestinian territo-
ry continued into early
Saturday, when an airstrike on
a three-story house in a refugee
camp in Gaza City killed eight
children and two women from
an extended family.

Mohammed Abu Hatab
told reporters his wife and five
children had gone to celebrate
the Eid al-Fitr holiday with rel-
atives. She and three of the chil-
dren, aged 6 to 14, were killed,
while an 11-year-old is missing.
Only his 5-month-old son
Omar is known to have sur-
vived.

Children’s toys and a
Monopoly board game could
be seen among the rubble, as
well as plates of uneaten 
food from the holiday gather-
ing.

“There was no warning,”
said Jamal Al-Naji, a neighbour
living in the same building.
“You filmed people eating and
then you bombed them?” he

said, addressing Israel. “Why
are you confronting us? Go and
confront the strong people!”

Shortly afterward, Hamas
said it fired a salvo of rockets
at southern Israel in response
to the airstrike.

A furious Israeli barrage
early Friday killed a family of
six in their house and sent
thousands fleeing to UN-run
shelters. The military said the
operation involved 160 war-
planes dropping some 80 tons
of explosives over the course of
40 minutes and succeeded in
destroying a vast tunnel net-
work used by Hamas.
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Iran’s judiciary chief, a hard-
line cleric linked to mass exe-

cutions in 1988, registered on
Saturday to run in the Islamic
Republic’s presidential elec-
tion next month, a vote that
comes as negotiators struggle to
resuscitate Tehran’s nuclear
deal with world powers. 

The cleric, Ebrahim Raisi,
is among the more prominent
hopefuls — he garnered near-
ly 16 million votes in the 2017
election. He lost that race to
Iran’s relatively moderate
President Hassan Rouhani,
whose administration struck
the atomic accord.

Raisi’s close ties to Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and his popularity — due part-
ly to his televised anti-corrup-
tion campaign — could make
him a favorite in the election.
Analysts already believe that
hard-liners enjoy an edge as
Rouhani is term limited from
running again.

The public has widely
grown disenchanted with
Rouhani’s administration after
2018, when then-President
Donald Trump unilaterally
withdrew America from the
nuclear deal.

Raisi, wearing a black tur-
ban that identifies him in Shiite
tradition as a direct descendant
of Islam’s Prophet Muhammad,
offered fiery remarks to jour-

nalists at the Interior Ministry
as he registered. He vowed
that if he wins the June 18 vote,
corruption will be “dried up.”

“Those who founded and
partnered with the current sit-
uation can’t claim they can
change it,” Raisi said. “People
are complaining about the cur-
rent situation. They are upset.
Their disappointment is on the
rise. This should be stopped.”

The 60-year-old sought to
strike a populist note, urging
the public to donate to his cam-
paign and “turn their homes
into election headquarters” as
he wasn’t wealthy. 

“We need individuals who
believe in change,” he said. 

Raisi had been named as a

possible successor to Iran’s 82-
year-old supreme leader, lead-
ing some to suggest he would-
n’t run in the race. His entry
immediately saw some hard-
liners announce they would
withdraw, raising Raisi’s promi-
nence further among the can-
didates.

A February telephone sur-
vey conducted by the Chicago
Council on Global Affairs and
the Toronto-based organization
IranPoll found Raisi with an
approval rating of 27 per cent,
the highest among likely can-
didates. The survey found 35
per cent undecided; the poll
interviewed 1,006 Iranians and
had a margin of error of 3.09
per cent.
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Indian-American policy
expert Neera Tanden has

been appointed as a senior
adviser to US President Joe
Biden, two months after she
withdrew her nomination as
Director of the White House
Office of Management and
Budget due to stiff opposition
from Republican senators.

Tanden has been entrusted
with two tasks — launch a
review of the US Digital
Service, and plan contingencies
that could result from the
Supreme Court’s considera-
tion of Republican lawsuits
seeking to strike down the
Affordable Care Act.

Tanden, 50, is currently the
president and CEO of a pro-
gressive think-tank, Center for
American Progress (CAP). She
expected to join the White
House team on Monday.

“Neera’s intellect, tenacity,
and political savvy will be an
asset to the Biden administra-
tion,” CAP founder and direc-
tor John Podesta said.

He said the White House
has made remarkable progress
combating numerous once-in-
a-generation challenges —
from vaccinating millions of
Americans to delivering real
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economic relief from the coro-
navirus pandemic, and from
strengthening the Affordable
Care Act to tackling climate
change.

“Many of these bold poli-
cy solutions, which have bipar-
tisan support from voters
across the country, were devel-
oped and led by Neera at CAP
over many years. The admin-
istration’s efforts will be mag-
nified with Neera Tanden on
the team,” Podesta added.

In March, she faced a
tough time for the confirma-
tion of her nomination as
Director of the White House
Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) over her past
social media outbursts against
several lawmakers, including
those from her own
Democratic Party. She became
the Biden administration’s only

Cabinet nominee rebuffed by
the Senate.

Tanden previously served
as a senior adviser for health
reforms at the US Department
of Health and Human Services.
She worked with Congress and
stakeholders on particular pro-
visions of former President
Barack Obama’s signature leg-
islative achievement, the
Affordable Care Act.

Before that, Tanden was
the director of domestic poli-
cy for the Obama-Biden pres-
idential campaign, where she
managed all domestic policy
proposals. Tanden also served
as policy director for Hillary
Clinton’s first presidential cam-
paign. Before the 2008 presi-
dential campaign, Tanden
served as legislative director in
Clinton’s office, and deputy
campaign manager and issues
director for Clinton’s 2000
Senate campaign.

She began her career as an
associate director for domestic
policy in former President Bill
Clinton’s White House, and
senior policy adviser to the
First Lady.

Tanden holds a Bachelor of
Science degree from the
University of California, Los
Angeles, and a law degree from
the Yale Law School. 

United Nations: The UN chief
said foreign fighters and mer-
cenaries remain in Libya in vio-
lation of last October’’s cease-
fire agreement and called for
their withdrawal and an end to
violations of the UN arms
embargo, saying these are “crit-
ical elements” for lasting peace
in the north African country
and the region.

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said in a report to the
UN Security Council obtained
Friday by The Associated Press
that the smooth transfer of
power to a new interim gov-
ernment, which took power in
March, “brings renewed hope
for the reunification of the
country and its institutions
and for a lasting peace.”

But he said progress must
continue on the political, eco-
nomic and security tracks to
enable elections to go ahead on
December 24. Libya has been
wracked by chaos since a
NATO-backed uprising top-
pled longtime dictator
Moammar Gadhafi in 2011,
and split the oil-rich North
African country between a
U.N.-supported government
in the capital, Tripoli, and rival
authorities based in the coun-
try’’s east, each backed by
armed groups and foreign gov-
ernments. AP
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Dozens of Japanese,
American and French

troops landed amid pouring
rain from a CH-47 transport
helicopter onto a grassy field at
a training area in southern
Japan, part of Saturday’’s joint
scenario of defending a remote
island from an enemy invasion.

The three nations’’ first
joint drills on Japanese soil —
dubbed “ARC21” and which
began Tuesday — come as
they seek step up military ties
amid growing Chinese
assertiveness in the region.

Japanese soldiers and their
counterparts from the French
army and the U.S. Marine
Corps also conducted an urban
warfare drill using a concrete
building elsewhere at the
Japanese Self-Defense Force’’s
Kirishima Training Area in
the southern Miyazaki prefec-
ture. Around 200 troops took
part in Saturday’’s exercises.

On Saturday, the three
countries were also joined by
Australia in an expanded naval
exercise involving 11 warships
in the East China Sea, where

tensions with China are rising
around the island of Taiwan.

The drills come as Japan
looks to bolster its military
capabilities amid a deepening
territorial row with China in
regional seas. Japan is increas-
ingly concerned about Chinese
activity in and around
Japanese-claimed waters sur-
rounding the Japanese-con-
trolled Senkaku islands, which
Beijing also claims and calls
Diaoyu. Since the end of World
War II, Japan’’s constitution
has limited the use of force to
self defense. Japan in recent
years has continued to expand
its military role, capability and
budget.

Japan’’s Vice Defense
Minister Yasuhide Nakayama,
who observed the exercise,
stressed the significance of
French participation in the
joint exercises regularly held
between Japan and the U.S.,
and often with Australia.

“It was a valuable oppor-
tunity for the Japanese Self-
Defense Force to maintain and
strengthen its strategic capa-
bility necessary to defend our
remote islands,” Nakayama
said. 

Dubai: Saudi Arabia has called
for foreign ministers of the
world’s largest body of Muslim
nations to hold a meeting
Sunday. The gathering is to dis-
cuss Israeli acts of violence
against Palestinians and the
Israeli police’s use of force
against protesters at Al-Aqsa
mosque in Jerusalem.

The kingdom will host the
virtual summit, gathering min-
isters of the 57-nation
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation “to discuss the
Israeli aggression in the
Palestinian territory,” particu-
larly acts of violence in the
vicinity of Al-Aqsa Mosque, the
body said Saturday.

The Saudi-headquartered
OIC includes countries Iran,
Turkey, Indonesia and a range
of Muslim majority nations.

The sanctity of Al-Aqsa
mosque, one of Islam’s holiest
sites, is a sensitive and emotive
issue for Muslims around the
world. The OIC was formed 51
years ago in response to a
Jewish extremist arson attack
on the Al-Aqsa Mosque in
east Jerusalem. AP
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China on Saturday success-
fully landed a spacecraft on

Mars after surviving “nine
minutes of terror”, becoming
the second country in history
to have a rover on the red 
planet.

The rover, Zhurong,
named after a god of fire in
Chinese mythology, success-
fully landed at the pre-select-
ed area in Utopia Planitia on
Mars, the official Xinhua news
agency reported on the
Communist giant’s latest
achievement in its ambitious
goals in space.

The six-wheel solar-pow-
ered Zhurong rover weighs
about 240 kilogrammes and
carries six scientific instru-
ments. It will be later deployed
from the lander for a three-
month mission in search of life
on Mars’ surface.

Tianwen-1, consisting of an
orbiter, a lander and a rover,
was launched on July 23, 2020.
It was the first step in China’s
planetary exploration of the
solar system, with the aim of
completing orbiting, landing
and roving on the red planet in
one mission.

The China National Space
Administration (CNSA) said in
a statement that its rover has
successfully landed on Mars on
Saturday after “nine minutes of
terror”.

The lander, carrying a
Mars rover, touched down at its
pre-selected landing area in the
southern part of Utopia
Planitia, a vast plain on the

northern hemisphere of Mars,
at 7:18 a.M. (Beijing Time), the
CNSA said. 

It took ground controllers
more than an hour to establish
the success of the pre-pro-
grammed landing. They had to
wait for the rover to
autonomously unfold its solar
panels and antenna to send the
signals after landing, and there
was a time delay of more than
17 minutes due to the 320-mil-
lion-km distance between the
Earth and Mars.

“The Mars landing of the
Tianwen-1 mission has been a
total success,” Zhang Kejian,
head of the CNSA announced.

Zhang Rongqiao, chief
designer of China’s first Mars
exploration mission, said that
the landing had been a text-
book case of accuracy.

More than 40 Mars mis-
sions have been launched since

the 1960s, but only about half
have succeeded. The success
rate for landing is even lower.

The successful touchdown
of the Chinese spacecraft on
Mars is a remarkable achieve-
ment, given the difficult nature
of the task. Only the Americans
have really mastered landing on
Mars until now. 

All other countries that
have tried have either crashed
or lost contact soon after reach-
ing the surface of the Mars.

Thomas Zurbuchen,
Associate Administrator for
the Science Mission Directorate
at NASA was quick to con-
gratulate China. 

“Congratulations to
CNSA’s #Tianwen1 team for
the successful landing of
China’s first Mars exploration
rover, #Zhurong! 

“Together with the global
science community, I look for-

ward to the  important contri-
butions this mission will make
to humanity’s understanding of
the Red Planet,” Zurbuchen
tweeted.

Significantly, it will now be
a space race on Mars as the
Chinese  spacecraft has landed
three months after the suc-
cessful landing of  US space
agency NASA’s Perseverance
rover which is busy exploring
the red planet’s surface with a
helicopter hovering around.

Previously the US, Russia,
the European Union and India
have succeeded in sending a
spacecraft to Mars, regarded as
the most complex space mis-
sion. 

President Xi Jinping has
congratulated the space scien-
tists on the  successful landing
of China’s first probe on Mars.
Xi said in the message that the
landing marks an important
step  in China’s interstellar
exploration and a leap from the
exploration of the Earth-Moon
system to interplanetary explo-
ration.

“The landing left a Chinese
mark on Mars for the first time.
It  is another landmark progress
in China’s space industry devel-
opment,” said Xi. “Thanks to
your courage in face of chal-
lenges and pursuit of excel-
lence, China is now among the
leading countries in planetary
exploration,” Xi said. 

“The country and people
will always remember your
outstanding achievements,”  he
said. The Perseverance and
Zhurong explore different parts
of Mars.

West Palm Beach (US): The
student reporter who gained
national acclaim when he inter-
viewed President Barack
Obama at the White House in
2009 has died of natural caus-
es, his family says. Damon
Weaver was 23 when he died
May 1, his sister, Candace
Hardy, told the  Palm Beach
Post.  Further details were not
released. He had been studying
communications at Albany
State University in Georgia.

Weaver was 11 when he
interviewed Obama for 10
minutes in the Diplomatic
Room on Aug. 13, 2009, asking
questions that focused pri-
marily on education. He cov-
ered school lunches, bullying,
conflict resolution and how to
succeed. 

Weaver then asked Obama
to be his “homeboy,” saying
then-Vice President Joe Biden
had already accepted. 

“Absolutely,” a smiling
Obama said, shaking the boy’s
hand. He used that meeting to
later interview Oprah Winfrey
and athletes like Dwyane Wade. 

“He was just a nice person,
genuine, very intelligent,”
Hardy said. “Very outspoken,
outgoing. He never said no to
anybody.” Weaver got his start
in fifth grade when he volun-
teered for the school newscas-
tat K.E. Cunningham/Canal
Point Elementary in a farm
community on the shores of
Lake Okeechobee. AP

Paris: French riot police fired
tear gas and used water can-
nons Saturday in Paris as pro-
testers supporting Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip defied a ban
on marching in the French cap-
ital. Hundreds of people
marched peacefully in other
cities in France and elsewhere
in Europe.

In Paris, protesters scat-
tered and played cat-and-
mouse with security forces in

the city’s northern neighbor-
hoods after their starting point
for a planned march was
blocked. 

Paris police chief Didier
Lallement had ordered 4,200
security forces into the streets
and closed shops around the
kick-off point for the march in
a working-class neighborhood
after an administrative court
confirmed the ban due to fears
of violence. AP
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Adrastically truncated ver-
sion of a Hindu chariot fes-

tival took place Saturday in
Nepal's capital amid strict
COVID-19 restrictions, fol-
lowing an agreement by orga-
nizers and authorities that pre-
vented a repeat of violent con-
frontations between police and
protesters last year.

Typically, a five-story-high
wooden chariot of the deity
Rato Machindranath whose
statue is made from clay and
covered in red paint with wide-
open eyes is pulled by devotees
around a suburb of the capital,
Kathmandu. The annual festi-
val lasts about a month and
draws tens of thousands of peo-
ple.

But this year, only around
a hundred hand-picked devo-
tees were allowed to pull the

chariot for just a few meters
(yards), as riot police sealed off
the neighborhood to prevent
any spectators from entering.

The Himalayan nation is
experiencing a coronavirus
surge, with record numbers of
new infections and deaths.
Authorities imposed a lock-
down across most of the coun-
try last month, and extended it
in recent days by another two
weeks.

The agreement to drasti-
cally scale back the festival
came after consultations among
local politicians, officials, secu-
rity forces, priests and orga-
nizers. Many devotees stayed
home and celebrated with
feasts and rituals with their
families.

Last spring, the statue was
built but remained parked
because of virus restrictions
until September, when thou-

sands of protesters defied a
lockdown to take part in the
festival. Several people were
injured as police in riot gear
blocked protesters as they
moved the chariot, dousing
them with water cannons and
firing tear gar. The protesters
threw stones at the police.

The festival is held in the
belief that it will to please gods
so they can provide for a gen-
erous rainfall, a good harvest
and prosperity. It's thought to
have been held for more than
1,350 years.

Nepal, with a population of
around 30 million, has report-
ed 447,704 confirmed coron-
avirus cases and 4,856 deaths.

On Friday, China canceled
attempts to climb Mount
Everest from its side of the
world’s highest peak because of
fears of importing COVID-19
cases from neighboring Nepal.
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Warsaw (AP): Poles pulled off
their masks, hugged their
friends and made toasts to their
regained freedom as restau-
rants, bars and pubs reopened
for the first time in seven
months and the government
dropped a requirement for peo-
ple to cover their faces outdoors.

The reopening, for now
limited now to the outdoor
consumption of food and

drinks, officially took place on
Saturday. Yet many could not
wait for midnight to strike and
were out on the streets of
Warsaw and other cities hours
earlier on Friday evening to cel-
ebrate, gathering outside popu-
lar watering holes. Some
brought their own beer to hold
them over until the they could
buy drinks at midnight though
some bars were also seen serv-

ing up beers and cocktails early.
Now they are opening and

I feel so awesome. You know,
you feel like your freedom is
back, said Gabriel Nikilovski, a
38-year-old from Sweden who
was having beer at an outdoor
table at the Pavilions, a popular
courtyard filled with pubs in
central Warsaw. It’s like you’ve
been in prison, but you’ve been
in prison at home.
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�What is Nikki Aur Jadui Bubble
about?

It is a kids’ fantasy show where there
is the real world and the magical one
which merge together. Sometimes our
characters are in the real one sometimes
in the magical. It is about a girl, Nikki;
it’s her story. Her father is a great
magician and passes on his talent and
world to his father without him realising
this.
�What’s your character here?

I play the grey shade here —
Jhanjharika. I am also a magician and a
powerful one at that amongst the women
in the world of magic. She was not always
evil but then a competition took place
and she lost. She wanted the coveted
bubble which has immense power and
the bubble went to Nikki’s father played
by Himmanshoo Malhotra. From here
on, my character becomes negative and
I become the evil witch and my job is to
trouble everyone.
�How did you come on board the
project?

I was shooting for another project as
an assistant intern. But I keep getting
scripts since I have done other shows. I
have worked for Dheeraj Kumar earlier
as well and my experience was good and
saw no reason to say no. I went and gave
the audition. After three weeks I got a
confirmation call. But I was shooting in
Goa for a web series and told the team
that once I am done, I will be on board.
� It is a kid’s fantasy show, are you
having lots of fun?

We had lots of fun. There are no
adults in the scenes with me. There are
adults but we are never in the same
frame. The good is that there is gossip,
the atmosphere is stress-free. There is a
negativity like there might be in other

adult shows — she got this costume, I
didn’t; she got this jewellery, I didn’t.
There is no such thing here. Kids are
natural, they have no pretense. They
come, shoot and go back to their studies.
We spent a lot of time together and
chatted and generally had fun. I learnt
a lot from them as well. They are so full
of energy.
�Were there any challenges since you
are working with kids?

There were no challenges working
with the kids like I said the kids in the
show are extremely intelligent. I psyched
myself saying that it is a kids’ show so I
need to have patience working with
them. But they are quick learners. The
challenge came in the form of getting
into the look. I have two —one the
normal and the other the evil witch.
Switching and change in costume was
time consuming.  
�How did you get into acting?

I never had plans to get into acting.
Acting chose me. I was 12 when my
mother’s friend was coordinating for a
show — Tum Bin Jaaoon Kahaan on
Zee TV — that had a requirement for
a girl with curly hair. It was a show
by Aruna Irani Production
House. I went for the audition
and got selected. The minute I
stood in front of the camera they
chose me since I fit their character
to a T. I shot 70-80 episodes. But then
my Class VII finals came and I had to
leave the show. But I kept getting work
sometimes back-to-back.
�Hero Bhakti Hi Shakti Hai was a role
you did and grabbed eyeballs. What
made the show popular?

It was one of the few superhero
shows. Back then, there was just
Shaktiman. Hero Bhakti… became

popular because
the story was
interesting and
attracted the kids. Also,
every week there was a
new character that kept
the interest. Kids back
then watched TV.
Today, they are glued
to their mobiles, video
games and social
media.
� Is there a role that
you hated doing?

No, not really. I
never put myself in a
position where I
ended up hating
doing something.
Acting is my profession.
If I don’t love I can’t do
justice to the
characters I have
done.
� W h a t
next?

A t
present, I am not
willing to work on
anything due to the pandemic. I was even
scared to go out to buy groceries let alone
step out to shoot. But I am committed to
Nikki Aur… so I will shoot for it but no
new projects for the time being.
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We are stuck right in the
middle of what appears
to be a very lethal second
wave of COVID-19.
With not less than 3.5

lakh cases per day, the curve seems to not
flatten any time soon. However, the hor-
ror doesn’t end here. Doctors, scientists
and experts have started predicting the
third wave of COVID-19 which is expect-
ed to wreak further havoc. More so,
because it may hit children in a hard way. 

While this is a major cause of worry,
the question here is how prepared are we
to tackle the upcoming third wave? The
answer might not be what we want to
hear.

“Viruses hunt for a susceptible pop-
ulation. With schools closed presently,
children will be that group once the edu-
cational institutes reopen. This will bring
on the third wave which will hit children
big time,” Dr Arvind Taneja, MBBS, MD
(Paediatrics), Diplomat of the American
Board of the Paediatrics, Fellowship —
Infectious Diseases and Chief Advisor-
Senior Consultant, Paediatrics, Rainbow
Children’s Hospital, tells you.

In the absence of an effective vaccine
for children, they become the most sus-
ceptible group and masking and sanitis-
ing is the only way out. 

“When 70 to 85 per cent of the pop-
ulation is immunised ‘herd immunity’
kicks in to protect people, especially chil-
dren. Till then masks, social distancing
continues to be the norm for children too,”
he advises.

The need, he says, is to speed up vac-
cine trials in children. “If adults vaccinat-
ed are safe so should children be. We have
experienced this with polio, measles,
mumps, rubella live viral vaccines for 60
years and viral influenza for 40 years in
infants as young as months old,” Taneja
adds and tells you that pediatric trials of
vaccines are expected to be completed by
October-December. 

“However the onset of the third is
wave unpredictable,” he says.

The disappointing fact is that we
haven’t emphasised enough on paediatric
care and as a result we are lacking in it. 

“India’s preparation for paediatric
COVID-19 is woefully inadequate. We
have very few paediatric hospitals in the
country, very few paediatric critical care
specialists and pediatric trained nurses.
In order to be prepared for the third wave,
each major and medium sized city in
India should have at least one dedicated
children’s hospital to care for this fragile
population so that we are ready when and
if catastrophe such as COVID-19 strikes.
This is expected to happen in the third
wave,” he tells you.

However, the silver lining is that we
may expect a decline in cases by May end,
as per the doctors.

“According to a study, we may

expect a decline in cases by the end of May
in most States. There could be one or two
more peaks of Coronavirus cases but they
may not be as huge as the current wave.
Different States may see peaks at differ-
ent times. The prediction is that we may
see a declining trend by end of this week
in India all together. But if we are to check
as a nation, with all cumulative figures,
we are either at our peak or are very close
to it. Different states will have different tra-
jectories,” Dr Yash Javeri, Critical Care,
Anesthesia and Emergency Medicine,
Regency Superspecialty Hospital,
Lucknow, tells you.

The third wave, he says, may hit a few
States in the next two-three months. 

“If we put strict measures in place, the
third wave may not happen at all places
or might not be as huge as the second
wave. It depends on how effectively con-
trol measures are implemented at the local
level in the States, districts and cities
everywhere. In a few months, when the
naturally developed immunity of people
or the one with the help of vaccination
fades, the virus can strike again. The only
thing that can stop the virus from bounc-
ing back is how people are guarding them-
selves,” Arya opines.

He adds that if people follow COVID-
appropriate behaviour in the coming
months which includes  double masking,
using hand sanitiser, maintaining social
distancing and avoiding going out unnec-
essarily then we can probably cut the peak. 

“If we are  able to vaccinate a major-
ity of population then the magnitude of
third wave will be decreased,” he says,

However, Dr Animesh Arya, Senior
consultant in Respiratory Medicine, Sri
Balaji Action Medical Institute, is of the
opinion that it is hard to predict the
declining trend. “There is no definite
answer as to when we can expect a decline
in cases, but epidemiologists feel that with
all peaks there will be a fall after two to
three months so decline is expected in
June. But we can be way off our predic-
tions as in the past,” he says.

Many scientists, infectious diseases
experts and people from economics and
modelling background are trying to pre-
dict the third wave, but from a scientific
point of view which is based on the pre-
vious outbreak of severe epidemics espe-
cially Spanish flu, the expectations are all
in the press and it may be in September-
October. “It is also being assumed chil-
dren in the age group 12-15 are likely to
be affected largely in the third wave as they
are naive and the new mutant strain is
very potent and it challenges the immu-
nity of people not naturally protected or
partially protected by immunisation,”
Arya explains.

He adds that as we all know building
infrastructure of tertiary healthcare is
essential to treat sicker patients and pre-
vent mortality, we must not forget that pri-

mary aim to contain disease by early
detection, extensive testing of all levels of
contacts, isolating them and treating
them well ahead of time of going into seri-
ous complications and mortality remains
the key.

With that being said, there are sev-
eral doctors who believe that children
might not get affected as badly as it is
anticipated, because all these predic-
tions are based on statistics. Hence, par-
ents need not angst too much. However,
this doesn’t mean we can put down our
guards. All precautions have to be in place,
both in the presence or absence of a vac-
cine.

“There is no evidence that the third
wave will hit children. It can happen, but
these are only predictions. Though, the
symptoms in children are usually mild till
date, but this doesn’t affect the importance
of vaccination for them. We can’t antici-
pate if the symptoms will turn severe in
the third wave. However, in the absence
of a paediatric vaccine, the only way out
is to take precautions. Immunity is
another important thing. Children should
be given nutritious food, including lots of
green leafy vegetables and fruits in their
diet. Keep them hydrated. Coconut water,
twice a day, can do the job. Avoid junk at
all costs. And last, but not the least,
increase their Vitamin C intake,” Dr
Swetha Reddy P, Consultant Paediatrics,
Apollo Telehealth, tells you.

Though several States Governments
like Maharashtra have already started
prepping up for the third wave by setting
up paediatric centres, the need is to
increase the number of paediatric hospi-
tals, ICU beds and care centres to tide over
the third wave with less fatalities and more
recoveries. 

“To curb the impact of the third wave,
the need of the hour is to increase the
number of ICU beds and hospitals for
children, get more paediatric nurses on
board and also to make sure there are
ample doctors to attend to children. Our
healthcare infrastructure basically needs
a revamp, which is definitely not possi-
ble at this hour. Hence, now focus should
be on building a robust healthcare system,
well-equipped with proper staff so that
doctors and nurses don’t have to deal with
fatigue. The strategy should be to vacci-
nate 100 per cent children before the third
wave hits. Also according to observations
the mutants have been severely affecting
the children,” Dr Aashish Chaudhry,
Managing Director and Senior
Consultant, Dept of Orthopaedics &
Joint Replacement, Aakash Healthcare
Super Speciality Hospital, Dwarka, says.

One of the many ways to prevent chil-
dren from the risk of getting infected is
to get the parents vaccinated quickly. “It
is not the children that carry the virus, it
is their parents or families who pass on
the virus. There are no reports to back the

fact, but this is an observation that is made
during the first and second wave. Hence,
in order to prevent children from catch-
ing the infection, the elders need to get
vaccinated with both doses quickly. With
the shortage of vaccine, this might seem
a Herculean task, however it is the only
feasible option to reduce the impact of a
possible third wave,” Dr Gitali Bhagawati,
Consultant and Head, Department of
Microbiology and Infection Control,
Dharamshila Narayana Superspeciality
Hospital, tells you.

And apart from the rest of the mea-
sures, we need to prepare an army of
young nurses and doctors on standby to
move from one city to the other based on

the COVID wave, to support busy hos-
pitals. For this, we need to motivate and
encourage them largely, because money
alone, won’t motivate young people to risk
their lives in COVID ICU wards.

And lastly, mildly symptomatic
patients should be isolated immediately,
in order to reduce the risk of them spread-
ing infection. “In order to flatten the curve
and reduce the exposure to vulnerable
population of children who are at the
higher risk due to lack of herd immuni-
ty or passive immunity, mildly sympto-
matic patients should be provided isola-
tion facilities till they get infection free
since the infection rate this time is high,”
Arya tells you.
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Sacked as women’s cricket
team coach, WV Raman
has alleged that a “smear

campaign” against him has
gained unwarranted traction
and urged the BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly to stop it.

In a mail that has also been
marked to National Cricket
Academy head Rahul Dravid,
Raman wrote it will be
“extremely disconcerting” if his
candidature was rejected due to
reasons other than “my incom-
petency as a coach”.

In a surprising move,
Raman was not retained as the
head coach of the senior
women’s team by the Cricket
Advisory Committee (CAC)
which picked Ramesh Powar for
the top job.

It was under Raman that
Indian team cherished a runner-
up finish at the women’s T20
World Cup last year.

“I presume you might have
been told different views about
my style of functioning and
work ethic. Whether those
views conveyed to the officials
of the BCCI had any impact on
my candidature is of no conse-
quence now,” Raman wrote in
the letter.

“What is important is that
the smear campaign seems to
have gained some unwarranted
traction with some BCCI offi-
cials which needs to be halted
permanently. I am prepared to
give an explanation should you
or any of the office bearers
require it.”

He said he was not used to
“moaning and whining” but
was bringing up the issues in
case the BCCI president wish-
es to do a course correction.

“If I were to be rejected due
to my incompetency as a coach,
there is no argument on a judg-
ment call at all. But what will be
extremely disconcerting is if my
candidature was rejected due to
any other reasons,” said the
former India opener who played
11 Tests and 27 ODIs between

1988 and 1997.
“Especially if it was due to

allegations from people who
were more focussed on achiev-
ing their personal objectives at
the expense of the overall
hygiene and welfare of the
Indian women’s team and the
pride of the country.”

The stylish former left-
handed batsman’s letter to the
two former captains is sure to
ruffle a few feathers given that
it has always been the coaches
who have either stepped aside
or sacked following fallouts
with players, most notably ODI
captain Mithali Raj.

While Raman’s letter didn’t
name anyone, it is understood
that he was writing about the
star culture that prevails in the
team, which he said is probably
doing more harm than good.

“If some people in the sys-

tem have been highly accom-
modative to the extent of being
seemingly obsequious to an
accomplished performer for
years on end and if that per-
former feels constrained to
adhere to the culture, then I
would leave it to you to decide
if the coach was asking for too
much.

“In a coaching career span-
ning 20 years, I have always cre-
ated a culture in which the team
always comes first and insisted
on no individual overriding
either the game or the team.”

He said “paying heed to
only one individual’s views
while disregarding everyone
else’s over a long period of time
has resulted in gaping holes in
the process and the system”.

“The time has come for you
two accomplished former leg-
ends to salvage women’s crick-
et falling which things could
gather momentum in the
wrong direction,” he warned.

“I have some suggestions
that might help in the improve-
ment of women’s cricket. I will
be delighted to share those if
you are interested,” he signed
off. 
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England are unlikely to rush
their Indian Premier League

players straight from quarantine
to the Test squad against New
Zealand as they would be lack-
ing red-ball practice, according
to reports.

This will mean that the
likes of Jos Buttler, Jonny
Bairstow, Chris Woakes, Sam
Curran and Moeen Ali, who are
serving a mandatory 10-day
quarantine after returning from
the currently-suspended IPL,
are likely to miss the two Tests
against NZ, starting on June 2.

Their isolation period
expires at the weekend, leaving
little more than two weeks
before the first Test at Lord’s.

“The timeline is consid-
ered too tight for the (IPL)

returning players, meaning calls
up are expected for the likes of
Ollie Robinson, Craig Overton
and James Bracey,” according to
a report in BBC Sport.

“While fitness levels could
be managed, the lack of red-ball
practice could be a concern —
particularly with other options
having spent several weeks com-
peting in the County
Championship,” said another
report in The Independent.

Head coach Chris
Silverwood on Tuesday will
convene his first selection meet-
ing since taking full control of
the process from Ed Smith.

England men’s cricket man-
aging director Ashley Giles had
earlier hinted that players who
returned from the suspended
IPL are unlikely to feature in the
Test series against New Zealand.
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Rookie wicketkeeper-batter
Indrani Roy from

Jharkhand was rewarded with
maiden Test and ODI call-up
for India’s tour of England next
month but senior left-arm
spinner Rajeshwari Gayakwad
missed out as she is recover-
ing from Covid-19.

The 29-year-old
Gayakwad is also nursing an
injury.

The Neetu David led
selection panel made a course
correction with teen batting
sensation Shafali Verma and
seasoned pacer Shikha Pandey
making it to all three squads
after their South Africa home
series snubs.

“This time Neetu and her
colleagues didn’t go for any
outrageous experiments.
Shafali and Shikha were two of
the earliest names listed in all
three squads. There was one
Swetha Verma of UP whose
name was discussed but it was
found that she hasn’t even
scored 200 runs in a season,”
a source close to develop-
ments said.

Sneh Rana and Indrani
were two stellar performers
in the National One Day
competition and
thus got their
call-ups.

T h e
c ont ro -
versial picks of
the last time like
Monica Patel, C
Prathyusha have
been dropped from
the squad altogether in
the team selection
meeting which was
keenly followed by
BCCI president

Sourav Ganguly and secretary
Jay Shah.

Indrani was rewarded for
her string of scores which
included 103 against
Chattisgarh, 86 against
Karnataka and 49 against
Railways in the final.

Rana on her part was the
Player of the Final for her all-
round show while represent-
ing Indian Railways.

As expected Mithali Raj
will lead the team for the
one-off Test and three ODIs
while Harmanpreet Kaur will
take over the reins during the
three T20 Internationals.

SQUADS
Test & ODI: Mithali Raj (C),
Smriti Mandhana,
Harmanpreet Kaur, Punam
Raut, Priya Punia, Deepti
Sharma, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Shafali Verma, Sneh Rana,
Taniya Bhatia (wk), Indrani
Roy (wk), Jhulan Goswami,
Shikha Pandey, Pooja
Vastrakar, Arundhati Reddy,
Poonam Yadav, Ekta Bisht,
Radha Yadav.
T20I: Harmanpreet Kaur (C)

Smriti Mandhana,
Deepti Sharma,
Jemimah Rodrigues,

Shafali Verma,
Richa Ghosh,

Harleen Deol, Sneh
Rana, Taniya

B h a t i a
( w k ) ,
Indrani
R o y

( w k ) ,
Shikha Pandey,

Pooja Vastrakar,
Arundhati Reddy,
Poonam Yadav,
Ekta Bisht, Radha
Yadav, Simaran Dil

Bahadur. 
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Former Australian captain
Lisa Sthalekar has claimed

that the BCCI neither
checked on Veda
Krishnamurthy after the twin
tragedies in her family nor
communicated to the
bereaved India cricketer its
decision to not consider her
for the upcoming tour of
England.

Earlier this month, the
flamboyant middle-order
India batter lost her elder sis-
ter Vatsala Shivakumar to
Covid-19, two weeks after her
mother succumbed to the
dreaded virus.

On expected lines, she
was not included in the
Indian Test and ODI team for
next month’s tour of the
United Kingdom, but ICC

Hall of Famer Sthalekar was
not convinced with the
BCCI’s handling of the whole
episode.

“Whilst not selecting
Veda for the upcoming series
may be justified from their
point of view, what angers me
the most is that as a contract-
ed player she has not received
any communication from
BCCI, just to even check
how she is coping,” Sthalekar
said in a note on her Twitter
handle.

She added, “A true asso-
ciation should deeply care
about the players that play the
game... Not focus solely on
just the game at any cost. So

disappointed.”
Bengal’s wicketkeeper-

batsman Shreevats Goswami,
who has also had stints in the
IPL besides representing the
country in the U-19 level,
backed Sthalekar.

Goswami said state crick-
et associations in India don’t
care about their players.

“I don’t think cricket
Associations caring about
their players are even thought
by the management in India,
Mental health & communicat-
ing with players on drawing a
future guide for their players
doesn’t even cross their mind,
I can say this for domestic
cricket,” Goswami tweeted.
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England head coach Chris
Silverwood will take a break after

his team’s two Tests against New
Zealand, handing over the reins of the
ODI side to his assistants for the home
series against Sri Lanka and Pakistan,
starting late June.

Having been part of England’s
tours of Sri Lanka and India earlier this
year, Silverwood said he will take a
break to refresh himself before return-
ing at the helm for the marquee Test
series against visiting Indians, starting
in August.

In Silverwood’s absence, his assis-
tants Paul Collingwood and Graham
Thorpe will take charge of the ODI
team for one series each in the home

matches against Sri Lanka and
Pakistan from late June to mid-July.

“I’ll be passing the reins on for the
ODI series. It’s not fair on the players
if I am operating at less than 100% and
it is not fair on myself either,”
Silverwood was quoted as saying by

the British media.
“Thorpey will do one and Colly

will do the other and I’ll use it as my
break to refresh and get ready for what
is ahead of us,” he added.

After the two-match home Test
series against New Zealand, starting on
June 2, England will play 12 white-ball
Internationals at home. Their limited
overs home series against Sri Lanka
begins on June 23 with the first of the
three T20Is, followed by three ODIs.

Then, Pakistan’s tour of three
ODIs and as many T20Is begins on
July 16. This will be followed by a five-
match home Test series against India
beginning August 4, when Silverwood
will return at the helm of affairs.

After hosting seven Tests as well
as the 12 white-ball Internationals,
England is scheduled to tour Pakistan
and Bangladesh ahead of the T20
World Cup scheduled for October.

Joe Root’s Test team then travels
to Australia for the Ashes series, fol-
lowed by a tour of the Caribbean at the
start of next year.
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Opposition to the Olympic
Games will be there amidst

a raging Covid-19 pandemic but
conducting the biggest sport-
ing spectacle in Tokyo will
send out a strong message
that the world is moving
beyond the catastrophic sit-
uation, IOA President
Narinder Batra said on
Saturday.

The Tokyo Olympics,
which was scheduled to be

held last year, was postponed
because of the pandemic.

The Indian Olympic

Association (IOA) President,
who is also an International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
member, is hoping that the
Games will be held as scheduled,
from July 23.

“Life has to move on and
conducting the Olympics will
give a strong message that we
have moved beyond the Covid-
19 pandemic,” Batra said.

“Opposition to the Games
will always be there but it is now
up to the organising committee
of Japan and IOC to decide.

“But as far as Indian athletes
are concerned we are taking all
necessary precautions and have

been preparing to the best of our
abilities to put up our best-ever
performance in the Olympics,”
the IOA chief added.

Batra’s comment has come
after critics from Japan on Friday
submitted a petition, calling for
the Games to be cancelled as the
host nation fights a fourth wave
of coronavirus infections.

The IOA chief assured that
the travel ban imposed on India
by Japan wouldn’t affect coun-
try’s participation in the Games.

Japan on Thursday sus-
pended entry of foreign nation-
als from 153 nations, including
India in the wake of the recent
surge in Covid cases across the
globe.

“This is a temporary travel
ban which has been issued by
many countries but when it
comes to Olympics, there are
different protocols in place
which a member nation has
adhere to,” Batra said.

“I assure all the accredited
Olympics-bound Indian ath-
letes that they will face no prob-
lem in entering Japan. There are
enough guarantees being
ensured by the Organising com-
mittee and IOC,” he said.

“There will be no restric-
tions for them.”
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Cameron Bancroft, one of the
three central figures in the

infamous ball-tampering scan-
dal, says it is “self explanatory”
that apart from Steven Smith,
David Warner and himself,
Australian bowlers were also
aware of the illegal tactics dur-
ing the Newlands Test.

Bancroft was caught on
camera using sandpaper on the
ball in the third Test against
South Africa in 2018, a scandal
that had rocked Australian and
world cricket.

In an interview with The
Guardian, asked if some of the
bowlers knew what he was
doing, Bancroft replied: “Yeah,
look, all I wanted to do was to
be responsible and accountable
for my own actions and part.

“Yeah, obviously what I did
benefits bowlers and the aware-
ness around that, probably, is
self-explanatory,” he added.

The Australian bowling
attack in the Newlands Test
had comprised pacers Mitchell
Starc, Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood, Mitchell Marsh and
spinner Nathan Lyon.

Bancroft, who is currently
playing for Durham in the
County Championship, said he
wanted to be “liked” by his team-

mates and in turn “lost control”
of his values.

“I invested too much to the
point where I lost control of my
values. What had become
important to me was being
liked, being well valued, feeling
really important to my team-
mates, like I was contributing
something by using sandpaper
on a cricket ball.

“That’s something I don’t
think I even understood until
that mistake happened. But it’s
part of the journey and a hard
lesson I needed to learn.”

The 28-year-old rued that
he was not able to make a bet-
ter decision at that time.

“I guess one thing I learnt
through the journey and being
responsible is that’s where the
buck stops (with Bancroft him-
self). Had I had better awareness
I would have mad a much bet-
ter decision,” said Bancroft.
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Auckland: New Zealand batsman Devon Conway is
sprinkling kitty litter on practice wickets to simulate spin
bowling on the rough, hoping this will help him counter
the likes of Ravichandran Ashwin during the World Test
Championship final against India next month.

The 29-year-old has been named in the 20-mem-
ber visiting NZ squad for the two-match Test series
against England. The squad will then be trimmed to 15
for the WTC Final in Southampton starting on June 18.

Conway, who impressed in his first International
season for his adopted home country last summer in
ODIs and T20s, says he has been sprinkling kitty lit-
ter on practice wickets to simulate spin bowling pitch-
ing in the rough created by bowlers’ footmarks. 

“Basically the idea is to get the ball to sort of spit
out of the rough,” Conway, who has featured in three
ODIs and 14 T20Is for New Zealand, told Spark Sport.

Kitty litter is granulated clay which
absorbs waste products of pets like
cat or dogs.

“It’s a bit harder to play, but
good practice. It’s about finding
a gameplan to combat that and just
practice how you’re going to play
in the game,” said the left-handed
batsman. 

“When it does roughen up
and the ball does spit and turn
a lot, it’s all about being posi-
tive.”

Conway said he didn’t
want to rely on just defending
against spinners. “If you’re
going to look to just defend
throughout, at some point
there might be a ball that’s
going to have your num-
ber.” PTI
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Robert Lewandowski,
dubbed a “machine” by
his wife, has added the
Bundesliga record for
most goals in a season to

the long list of major honours and
achievements he has claimed in his
illustrious career.

Gerd Müller’s mark of 40 goals
in a campaign, set in the 1971/72
season, had withstood the test of
time until Lewandowski converted
a first-half penalty for Bayern
Munich at Freiburg on Saturday.

While Müller set his record over
34 league games, Lewandowski has
scored his 40 goals in 28 matches,
due to a knee injury last month and
squad rotation.

Lewandowski has scored five
Bundesliga hat-tricks this term,
including a four-goal haul in a 4-3
win over Hertha Berlin in October.

“I have to be honest, I am aston-
ished. I thought Müller’s record
would last for forever,” Bayern
chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge
said last weekend, after
Lewandowski’s treble against
Borussia Mönchengladbach.

With 276 goals in 349 games for
Bayern and Borussia Dortmund,
Lewandowski is already the second-
most successful striker in Bundesliga
history after Müller, who scored 365

in 427 matches.
Lewandowski was crowned

FIFA’s best male player last
December, edging out superstars
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi.

Lewandowski’s 55 goals in all
competitions in 2019/20 were key to
Bayern winning the treble, as the
Poland striker was the first player to

be top-scorer in the Champions
League, Bundesliga and German
Cup competitions in a single season.

He was recognised by FIFA after
proving himself in the knock-out
stage of the Champions League last
term.

But Lewandowski was side-
lined by a knee injury for Bayern’s

quarter-final exit to Paris Saint-
Germain last month, as the French
giants avenged their 2020 final
defeat in Lisbon.

He is set to be the Bundesliga’s
top-scorer the sixth time in eight
seasons, but Lewandowski was yet
to inspire Bayern to European glory
until last year.
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Juventus kept alive its Champions League
qualification hopes by winning at Serie A

champion Inter Milan 3-2 on Saturday,
when Atalanta clinched a place in Europe’s
premier competition. Antonio Conte’s Inter
squad had already ended Juventus’ record run
of nine straight Serie A titles, and it could have
ended his former team’s chances of reaching
the Champions League.

Referee Gianpaolo Calvarese had a busy
game, awarding three penalties and relying
on VAR for assistance. The first spot kick was
awarded to Juventus through VAR, which
showed Matteo Darmian holding back
Giorgio Chiellini with his arm. Cristiano
Ronaldo took his second chance from the
rebound in the 24th after a poor first effort.
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Some of the worst affected nations like
the USA and Brazil recorded a CFR of below
3 percent on Friday. 

The Delhi abnormally high CFR is by no
means a case of aberration. The same trend
has persisted for over a week. A week-long
calculation shows that the national Capital
recorded 88,114 cases between May 7 and 14
with an average of 12,600 per day. During this
period, Delhi recorded 2,178 cases. The CFR
for the weeks stands 4 plus pc, which is again
very high on every count and comparison.

Compared to Delhi, Kerala has the low-
est case fatality rate of .5 per cent even though
the State is recording high number of cases
every day.

The situation in the national Capital is
baffling because the state government has
resolved the oxygen crisis and also taken steps
to ensure that issues related to unavailabili-
ty of beds don’t come in the way of hospital-
isation of any serious patients. Incidentally,
at the peak of the first corona wave in
November last year, Delhi had recorded a
CFR of around 1.2 per  cent. The national
capital recorded 6,746 new Covid-19 cases
on November 20, 2020, with the day’s death
count of 121. At that time, several experts had
claimed that the rise in the death count was
due to pollution caused by stubble burning.
Now that there has been a near three-fold rise
in the CFR, nothing on the surface explains
this spike.
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order in a Geneva court in December
2019 on a charge of forging a document
at a bank. The Swiss prosecutor believed
there were grounds to proceed against Ajay
Hinduja, who has denied any wrongdoing.
The Geneva prosecutor’s office confirmed
that he had challenged and the matter is
due to be heard in court, but has been
delayed due to Covid. 

The four Hinduja brothers —
Sirichand P Hinduja, Gopichand Hinduja,
Prakash P Hinduja and Ashok P Hinduja
— are for the past two years bickering over
transfer of shares to the next generation.
It is  mainly because of the e family tus-
sles that  Ashok Hinduja and Prakash
Hinduja’s son Ajay are facing legal trou-
bles in Mauritius and Geneva courts.

According to lawyers, Sirichand and
Gopichand are unhappy with the handling
the affairs of the operation of the compa-
nies across the World.

The family disputes started in
November 2020, when Ajay stood for re-
election as Director in the Annual General
Meeting of the Mauritius-registered com-
pany IndusInd International Holdings
Ltd or IIHL. His uncle, Ashok Hinduja
who lives in India chaired the board. Other
elder brothers are settled in London and
Switzerland. 
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There were reports that a high num-

ber of imported ventilators have not even
been unpacked weeks after they arrived in
the country. The PM further said that
refresher training for properly operating
ventilators should be provided to health-
care workers if necessary. 

He also spoke about empowering

ASHA & Anganwadi workers with all nec-
essary tools. Modi asked for guidelines to
be made available in easy language along
with illustrations for home isolation and
treatment in rural areas.

Top officials  briefed the Prime
Minister saying  testing has gone up rapid-
ly in the country, from around 50 lakh tests
per week in early March to around 1.3
crore tests per week now. 

Modi has been taking regular high-
level meetings to review of Covid19 situ-
ation with a focus on Oxygen supply,
increased vaccination and ways to prevent
spread of Covid19 in rural areas. 
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There were very few cases before

Covid-19, but a large number of cases are
only being reported in recent times due to
the coronavirus disease infection, which
affects immunity. Since steroids like dex-
amethasone also repress the immune sys-
tem, it is necessary to be extra careful
regarding its use, now more so than ever.

The statement follows several deaths
being reported from the country due to
infections caused by the black fungus.

Earlier in the day, the Haryana Health
Minister Anil Vij said black fungus has
been declared a notified disease in the state.
“Now, if any cases of this disease are found,
the doctors will have to report them to the
concerned chief medical officer (CMO),”
Vij said.

Dr Anoop Misra, Chairman. Fortis
CDOC Hospital for Diabetes and Allied
Sciences said, “physicians should use
steroids judiciously, and use insulin aggres-
sively to control sugar. Once that is done,
black fungus will not occur.”

Experts say that those with compro-
mised immune systems, for example,
those with blood cancer undergoing
chemotherapy or bone-marrow trans-
plant (BMT) patients who can’t form neu-
trophils-a type of white blood cell that
defends against infections-in the initial
weeks, are vulnerable to black fungus.
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India is in the midst of a deadly wave
of the coronavirus pandemic, with 3,43,144
people testing positive for the virus on
Friday, taking the country’s caseload to
2,40,46,809. The death toll stands at
2,62,317. India’s Covid-19 tally crossed the
10 million mark on December 19 and in
under six months it has doubled, surpass-
ing the grim milestone of 20 million cases
on May 4. Ghebreyesus pointed out that
the emergency-like situation was not
restricted to India. “Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Egypt
are just some of the countries that are deal-
ing with spikes in cases and hospitalisa-
tions,” he said adding that some countries
in the Americas still have high numbers
of cases and as a region, the Americas
accounted for 40 per cent of all Covid-19
deaths last week.

There are also spikes in some countries
in Africa. “These countries are in height-
ened response mode and WHO will con-
tinue to provide support in all ways pos-
sible,” he said. 

Noting that Covid-19 has already
cost more than 3.3 million lives across the
world, Ghebreyesus said, “We’re on track
for the second year of this pandemic to be

far more deadly than the first.” 
He lamented that vaccine supply

remains a key challenge and that saving
lives and livelihoods with a combination
of public health measures and vaccination
— not one or the other — is the only way
out of the pandemic. 
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In the absence of any cure of Covid-
19, patients and their relatives have been
desperately seeking plasma donors, mak-
ing requests on social media like tweeter.
In fact since last year during the Covid-
19 spread, States like Delhi and
Maharashtra set up the plasma bank, for
donors and needy. However, the Union
Health Ministry’s AIIMS-ICMR National
Covid Task Force guidelines issued on
April 22 had allowed the “off label” use of
plasma therapy at the stage of early mod-
erate disease, i.e, within seven days of the
onset of symptoms, and if there is avail-
ability of a high titre donor plasma.

Disagreeing with the Ministry’s pro-
tocol, a group of 18 clinicians and public
health professionals last week wrote to the
Central Government asking it to change
guidelines in this regard. 

Agreeing with the study, Dr CS
Pramesh, Thoracic surgeon and director
of Tata Memorial Hospital tweeted, “We
have to let science decide our treatment
policy. Not personal opinions, eminence,
or experience. And based on very good sci-
ence, we now know that
#ConvalescentPlasma is not useful in
#Covid-19.”

As per the study, between 28 May 2020
and 15 January 2021, 13,127 (81 per cent)
of 16,287 patients enrolled into the recov-
ery trial were eligible to receive convales-
cent plasma. Of this, 1,569 (12 per cent)
were randomly assigned to the REGN-
COV-2 group and are not included in the
study. Of the remaining 11,558 patients,
5,795 were randomly assigned to the
convalescent plasma group and 5,763 to
the usual care group.

Outcomes were assessed at 28 days
after randomisation, with additional analy-
ses specified at 6 months.

The study found no significant differ-
ence in 28-day mortality between the two
groups: 1,399 (24 per cent) of 5,795
patients died in the convalescent plasma
group and 1,408 (24 per cent) of 5,763
patients died in the usual care group. The
median time to discharge was 12 days in
the convalescent plasma group and 11 days
in the usual care group.

“Patients in the convalescent plasma
group had a similar probability of being
discharge alive within 28 days compared
with the usual care group (3832 [66 per
cent] of 5,795 patients in the convalescent
plasma group vs 3822 [66 per cent] of 5,763
patients in the usual care group,” the study
said.

Even in terms of progressing to sec-
ondary outcomes, which include requir-
ing intrusive medical ventilation, the
study found no difference in the two
groups. “The number of patients progress-
ing to the pre-specified composite sec-
ondary outcome of invasive mechanical
ventilation or death was similar in the two
groups (1,568 [29 per cent] of 5493
patients in the convalescent plasma group
vs 1568 [29 per cent] of 5,448 patients in
the usual care group,” the study said.

“The results of this large, randomised
trial show that convalescent plasma did not
improve survival or other clinical out-
comes in patients hospitalised with Covid-
19,” the study said.

�� �6��5"�2�	F"@�+�
/644+	��425+�2�	"�

The day the Chief Election
Commissioner announced the poll sched-
ule for the State, Tamil Nadu had logged
481 new cases with five deaths. The State
had 4,046 active patients undergoing
treatment for Covid-19.

Dr C V Krishnaswamy, eminent physi-
cian, who had been monitoring the
“progress” of the Covid-19 curve from day
one itself, had declined to make any
comment when the poll dates were
announced. “This is not the ideal time to
hold the election in Tamil Nadu. But I do
not know the nitty gritty of politics and you
may kindly leave me alone,” Dr
Krishnaswamy had told The Pioneer on
that day.

On March 14, the State diagnosed 759
new persons with pandemics. There were
four deaths recorded from all over the State
with test positivity rate of 1.13 per cent. By
March 21, the number of new persons
diagnosed with Covid-19 rose to 1,289
with 9 fatalities. Since then there was no
going back in Tamil Nadsu. By March 28,
the figures read 2.194 new cases, 11
deaths and TPR 2.58 per cent.
Campaigning was approaching the peak as
face masks had altogether disappeared and
there were no social distancing norms.

Data provided by the Directorate of
Health and Preventive Medicine in subse-
quent days showed a steady and speedy
hike in the transmission of the pandem-
ic. While on April 6, there were 3,645 new
cases and 15 deaths, the TPR rose to 4.54.

By April 20, the figure for new cases
neared the 11,000 mark (10,986 to be pre-
cise) and 48 deaths were logged. The TPR
was 11.07 percent. On May 7, the State saw
the number of new patients reaching
26,465 with 197 deaths and 18.21 per cent
TPR.

Since May 9, the State has declared
total lockdown which has been extended
to May 24. “It was the peak of callousness
and irresponsibility that made the author-
ities go ahead with the election. The free-
for-all campaign in Tamil Nadu was not
unknown to the authorities in the State.
They should not have gone ahead with the
poll at this juncture,” said Dr T Jacob John,
a renowned virologist who headed the
Christian Medical College Vellore.    

He also blamed the Kumbh Mela for
the hike in pandemic cases. “I do not know
how many persons from Tamil Nadu made
it to Kumbh Mela but there are thousands
who went to the ritual from Karnataka and
the result is there to see,” said Dr Jacob
John. The virologist was of the view that
had the authorities taken enough precau-
tions the pandemic would not have
reached this level in Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. “If you had the option to put the
election on hold, you could have done that.
Otherwise, be strict and stringent with the
people,” said Dr John.
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On February 27, there were 3,792 new

cases diagnosed in Kerala while the death
figures stood at 18. The Chief Minister
asked the people in the State not to vio-
late the protocols and guidelines prescribed
by the Government during the campaign.
It is not known whether the message has
gone down well with the people.

On March 15, the number of new
patients had come down to 1,054 while the
fatalities reported in that day stood at 11.
“Since then the flood gates were opened
and there was no looking back. While elec-
tion campaign peaked, all leaders cutting
across party lines threw the protocols to
the winds and that’s why we are in a grave
situation as on today,” said Dr Rajeeve,
physician, who leads the rapid response
team of medical doctors and health work-
ers in Ernakulam district. He said the open
violation of the dos and don’ts has result-
ed in the triple lockdown of the district and
extension of lockdown in the State.

Dr D Reghu, head of the department
of pathology, Government Homeopathy
College, Trivandrum fully agreed with Dr
Rajeeve. “There should have been stringent
regulations in place. The leaders them-
selves should have set an example to the
followers and cadres by observing these
guidelines with diligence,” said Dr Reghu,
who is the secretary of Arogya Baharati.

The figures for March 30 showed 2,389
new cases with 16 deaths and TPR (Test
positivity ratio) of four percent marked the
arrival of Covid’s second wave in the State.
The festival of democracy came to a close
on April 6 while the festivities of Vishu
ended on April 15.

“The balance sheet for April 15 read
8,126 new cases, 20 deaths and TPR of 13
percent. Since then it was a north-bound
journey,” said Dr Madhu, senior
Government Physician at Ernakulam. He
is of the view that the Government and the
ECO should have decided to postpone the
polls till the pandemic subsided.
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To quote from Bengal Government
records, the State had registered a single
day spike of 812 cases with the death of two
persons on March 27 the first election day.
By April 4 the number of daily spike had
reached 2,000. By April 11 it had breached
4,000 mark. And then in a week’s time it
had more than doubled. In the next one
week the total number of daily cases had
witnessed a near 100 per cent rise with
more than 15,000 cases.

While in the first week of May the fig-
ure was hovering around 17,000 the num-
ber has crossed 21,000 post Friday, Health
Department sources said, adding, howev-
er, that the percentage rate of daily spike
had come down by a fraction in the past
few days to about 30 per cent.

To hammer home their point, the
Government health experts said the rate
of increase has been higher particularly in
the areas that witnessed large rallies: For
instance North and South 24 Parganaas,
East Midnapore, Howrah, Nadia and
Capital Kolkata.

The number of samples tested in the
24 hours intervening Thursday and Friday
for the first time exceeded 70,000 (70,473)
with the number of active cases going up
to 1,28,684. Kolkata and North 24 Parganas

have recorded the highest number of 44
deaths. The death toll in the State has also
mounted to 12,993 after 136 more people
died on Friday.

“In the first wave, we managed to save
rural areas of the state but this time the sit-
uation is alarming essentially because of
rallies and roadshows …the doctors had
been repeatedly asking the politicians to
avoid large rallies but they would not lis-
ten,” which is why we are in such a mess
… otherwise Bengal was in a comparative-
ly better situation,” said Dr Sibashis
Banerjee. Criticising the Election
Commission for holding elections in 8
phases TMC MP Saugato Roy said, “We
asked them to bring it down to 3 or 4 phas-
es because of the pandemic situation but
they would not listen …everyone knows
why … now the people will have to bear
the brunt.” Congress Lok Sabha leader
Adhir Chowdhury too said, “We had asked
the poll panel to stop elections after the
fourth phase till the situation improved but
they did not listen to us.”

In fact it required two strong orders
from Madras and Calcutta High Courts for
the elections to take steps towards curb-
ing big rallies. But by then the damage had
been done, experts said. 
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The campaigns, which directly and
indirectly, involved tens of thousands of
people on a daily basis, provided corona
the perfect manure for growth. On April
6 when the three-phase poll ended, Assam
was still recording a two-digit caseload
(92), but the virus had spread far and wide
during the six-seven week of campaigning.
With every passing of day more and more
cases began to surface and the death count
also rose proportionately.

The State is witnessing 4,000-plus cases
and 75 deaths per day during the last one
week. There will be few instances of such
multiplication of cases in any other parts
of the country.

For example take the case of
Maharashtra, the worst affected state in the
country. On February 26 the State record-
ed 8,333 cases and 48 deaths.
Subsequently, the state recorded nearly
70,000 cases at the peak, which translates
into a below nine-time rise.  Compare that
with Assam’s phenomenal growth of near-
ly 1,225 per cent, and the impact of poll
mobilisation on the spread of corona is
crystal clear.
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Puducherry has seen more than 60-
time rise in the number of cases during this
period, the better part of which was in the
throes of aggressive poll campaigning. The
poll in the UT took place on April 6.

While it’s true that on April 6, the State
was relatively safe from the scourge of
corona, but the data were misleading. The
UT recorded no fatality on that date and
the caseload on that day was just around
225. But the bomb exploded after the polls
when infections began to spread. In the last
one week, the number of new infections
has grown by an average of 2.4 per cent
every day and the case fatality ratio is 1.4
percent, way ahead of country’s average of
around 1.2 per cent.
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Leicester won the FA Cup for
the first time in the club’s

137-year history on Saturday as
Youri Tielemans’s sensational
strike beat Chelsea 1-0 in front
of 22,000 fans at Wembley.

The largest crowd for a
sports event in England since
the coronavirus pandemic hit
14 months ago were treated to
a goal worthy to win any tro-
phy as the Belgian midfielder
blasted into the top corner on
63 minutes. Kasper Schmeichel

produced a stunning save to
deny Mason Mount late on and
Chelsea also had a goal ruled
out by a VAR review for offside.

Five years after the Foxes
stunned the Premier League’s
giants to become champions,
Leicester have now claimed

English football’s other presti-
gious trophy at the fifth time of
asking. Four times they had
previously lost the final, but the
last of those was 52 years ago.

A historic week for
Brendan Rodgers’s men could
get even better as they are on

the verge of sealing a place in
next season’s Champions
League.

The sides meet again in
three days’ time at Stamford
Bridge in a pivotal clash to
decide who secures a top-four
finish in the Premier League.

Chelsea need a quick
response after losing for just the
fourth time in 27 games since
Thomas Tuchel replaced the
sacked Frank Lampard in
January. The Blues also have a
Champions League final to
look forward to against

Manchester City in two weeks’
time, but could end the cam-
paign without silverware or a
place in Europe’s premier club
competition next season.

Chelsea’s success under
Tuchel has come thanks to an
excellent defensive record, but

their struggles at the other end
were again exposed.

Tuchel’s men dominated
before half-time but laboured to
create clear-cut chances despite
Leicester losing defensive
lynchpin Jonny Evans to injury
midway through the first half.



�Tell us about your experience of
being part of Bigg Boss 13.

That was of course, was back in
2019. There was no Bigg Boss in 2020
for obvious reasons. I would say that
2021 is also turning out to be like 2020.
To come back to Bigg Boss, the expe-
rience was fantastic.  It was not the first
time that I was offered to part of this
reality show. I was offered Bigg Boss 1
and since  then it came to me almost
every year. But I kept turning it down.
I was not ready to be part of the show
till 2019. It is a very intense game that
one needs to be ready for. When it came
to me again, my gut told to be go ahead

with it. I am glad that I did it since it
is the only season to have the high-

est rating. I had a lot
of fun of

d o i n g
it.

�What was the take away from it?
Now that the season is behind me,

I can think of only good things it
brought me —  the good changes. It
makes you realise how important fam-
ily is. One is cut off from the world
when one is in the House. You are liv-
ing is a beautiful luxurious house but
there are a lot of restrictions and limi-
tations. It is about survival of the
fittest. One has to be prepared to be part
of it because it can take a toll on you
mentally.

�You kept refusing and said yes to
Season 13. What was the attraction?

I do follow my gut and intuition
when it comes to choosing projects.
When I was offered the season, I was
ready and there was something in me
that told me to go for it. I had been
offered so many times and felt this was
like a now or never for me. 

�You did Nach Baliye as well.
In Nach Baliye, I was in my zone.

I was known for my dancing. I think I
am the only one to have been part of
the show twice. It was great to dance
with Parag, him being a non-dancer. It
was tough to make him get up and
dance and I have such love for it. 

�You have done a few reality shows?
What's your take on them? Does it
help get noticed in the right circles?

The people who have already been
established are the ones who get an

opportunity to show another side to
you. Reality show are great but it is dif-
ferent from a talent-based reality
show. Shows like this come to artists
who are somewhat established. Reality
shows, on the other hand give you the
opportunity to showcase your talent
and get noticed. Bigg Boss does give
you an opportunity to stand out, gar-
ner attention and have a large fan fol-
lowing. But matters is what you do
after that to achieve a high.

�Does it bother you that people still
think of you are the Kaanta Laga
girl?

Not at all. Just the opposite. it is
wonderful. People spend years to cre-
ate an identity and with my very first
song I was able to make such a strong
one and no mater what I did after that,
I would forever be the Kaanta Laga girl
and there is only one Kaanta Laga girl
in the whole wide world. I am proud
to have this tag. It makes me happy that
after so many years, people still enjoy
the song. 

�Did you think that the song would
be such a hit?

Forget back then, it feels so surre-
al that the song garnered so much
attention even today. I find it difficult
to believe the popularity and success of
the song. I was just a college girls when
she was spotted outside her college and
offered the music. I had no aspirations
to be part of the industry. I did purely

because I wanted to be seen on TV.  

�How did you end up doing a music
album?

I was sitting outside my college
when I was spotted by director duo
Radhika Rao and Vinay Sapru. I was
not even looking my best that day but
they probably felt I fit the bill. Back then
songs were made like films. We spent
two-three months preparing. I was such
a spoilt brat and didn’t understand the
seriousness of the work. It was only
when the song became hot that I
understood. It was such a fairy tale for
me — a Gujarati girl from a middle
class family became a star overnight.

�What was about the album that
made you join the industry?

I would say it was my calling. The
album was destined to happen because
of the way things unfolded and it
carved a path for me. Once the song
became popular I felt it was something
that I was good at, be a good dancer
than an engineer. From the dancer, I
branched out and did two web series
and looking forward to more projects.
�Things have once again come to a
standstill for the industry. How are
you coping?

I have understood that I need to
deal with the situation since I am not
alone. I do have a few projects but they
are on hold. Jaan hai to jahan hai.
Money can be earned again. Staying
safe is the need of the hour.
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�What is Zamaana, the EP, about?
Basically, the EP has all the songs that are really close to me. They

talk about things that have happened and experiences that I have been
through over the course of time that I have been doing music like bul-
lying, censorship and my faith in God. it is a mix of many things. When
I am writing a song, it has many things; it is a journey. I ask myself a
set of questions. For example, it could be about society. I then answer
these myself. That is how Zamaana was born.
�The songs highlight issues the youth face like bullying, censorship,
self-esteem, corruption and faith. Why choose these subjects?

I have faced a lot of bullying when I was growing up because the
way I used to think about the world. My interests were different when
I was in school. I was an introvert. I would bunk my school to go to
learn music. I loved to spend time playing the instruments. Others kids
would make fun of me and say that I was weird. I was fat too that led
to bullying as well. Body shaming was so common. People would look
down upon me because I am an artist. Where I come from Jammu. There
is only one acceptable job, a Government job. People don’t understand
art here. I was pressurised to take up a Government job but I rode all
that. 
�From Shayaan to Shen B, how did that happen?

I gave this name to myself. I could have just gone with Shayaan; I
love my name. But I wanted to create a totally different persona for myself
- one who is expressive and is an extrovert. When I became Shen B, it
gave me the power to express myself. I had a few friends who supported
me. I had left music for four years to do m masters. I went to Mumbai
and worked there but then I came back home because I wanted peace
in my life. My friends encouraged me to get back to music and here I
am. 
�How did you get into music?

It has been with me since I was a toddler. My grandparents were
musicians so I would say that music is in my blood. I come from an
orthodox Muslim family and they don't encourage music. But I con-
tinued to learn. It was only when I turned 22 when my mother told me
about our family's legacy but they stopped due to religious reasons. I
got into music because I saw a few people play guitar. I was hooked. I
was in Class VIII. I joined them, became drummer and was part of their
band. 
�Why hip-hop?

If I could sing, I would. Unfortunately, I don't have the voice of a
singer. I can just express myself. I had made a rap about a man who
had bullied me and it went viral in Jammu and that got me more inter-
ested.
�What is the hip-hop scene in the city?

It is growing but sadly, those in underground rap have never left
the city. There is lack of exposure. But we are slowly getting there. We
have gatherings; rappers from other cities come. Since there is no club
culture, the rap scene is slow. 
�What are the challenges faced to be a singer?

When I came back home in 2019, I didn't know much about rap
but I started putting up my music. During the lockdown, we had no
Internet. I had to look for locations where I could get good reception
to post my music. I lost my mother due to COVID-19. She was my only
supporter so things changed for me after that. I also don't get many gigs.
But I am a graphic designer and earn enough to work on my music.
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Last year, when the virus
gripped the world and killed
lakhs, a new ray hope came
in the form of plasma thera-

py. Several people came forward  and
did whatever they could to connect
the recipient with the donor.
However, in 2020, the situation was
not what it is today. Cut to April
2021, the situation is just the oppo-
site.

The demand for plasma dona-
tion is sky high. This is when peo-
ple like Adnan Shah and Chef Sanjay
Raina stepped in. The idea to create
a Twitter handle — PlasmaNCR —
was to field requests and expand
plasma donor pools. 

“It was quite a spontaneous
decision. When the COVID-19 hell
broke loose, we saw some requests
on Twitter for plasma which were
not getting as much attention as
requests for hospital beds and oxy-
gen cylinders. We decided that this
would be our focus area and
PlasmaNCR was born,” Raina says.
And it began with him and Adnan
Shah, his friend, to assist fellow
Kashmiris in NCR in getting a hos-
pital bed. But the moment they saw
the scale of unfolding disaster, they
decided to help  whomsoever they
could.

And disaster it is. Shah and
Raina work round the clock to help
recipients connect with the donors.
Shah tells you that he and Raina sleep
only four hours each to handle the
number of calls they get 24X7.

“I sleep from 12 am to 4 am;
Raina sleeps from 4 am till 8 pm.
That is how we manage to address
the many calls as possible. So much
so that my number (07006946304)
has now gone viral since then. We
want to reach out to as many peo-
ple as fast as possible in the short-
est possible time because every
minute is crucial. People can reach
out on our Twitter handle where the
patient or his family member can
share the details and fill out a con-
cise form there. We then reach out
to people who can come forward and
become donors. At the same time,
we are trying to create a donor pool.
We started this social cause on the
day things went out of control. On
Day 1 we got 100 calls and since the
the number has only been rising.
Today, we are getting 1,000 requests.
The minute there is a thumbs up on
a request it means that we are work-
ing on connecting the donor with the
recipient. And it is not first come first
serve. It depends on the urgency and
criticality of each case,” Shah
explains.

However, it is not always possi-
ble for the duo to close to request at
their end. That is when they reach
out to others doing similar work to
help them out. No request is closed
until a recipient is connected with a
donor.

“We have been working for the
last 26 days. To begin with we were
closing 150 request. Today it is 200.
The nation is in crisis and it is not
possible to give the exact number

since we are also not keeping track

of the numbers. When we started
this initiative, we never realised that
we would get so many calls; never
realised that our work  would be
recognised in Delhi-NCR. Now, we
get requests from Mumbai and the
Valley as well. We have a contact in
Mumbai. whatever calls we get from
the city, we direct it to that person.
Similarly, we have contacts in
Kashmir and ask them to help us
when a request comes from that
State. We are also trying to lend a
helping hand in States where there
is a need,” Shah says. 

Nitesh Singh, who started Team
SOS India in April 2020, tells you
that their initiative has 1,723 volun-
teers spread all across the country
today. However, he tells you that this
is a small group given the number
of requests they get. 

“Our team works till 4 am daily
to handle the cases we get. To make
it easy for us to meet  requests, we
have three teams — North, Central
and South. On an average, we are
getting 500-600 requests for beds and
2,000 plasma requests. When I start-
ed this last year, it was on my per-
sonal number but soon realised I
needed a big team and created
Team SOS India. The idea is to save
one person and in doing so, one is
saving one’s soul,” Singh says.

He tells you that the situation at
present is not good. “We are get-
ting requests from places
people would have never
heard of. Take an exam-
ple —Tanuku, in West
Godavari district of
Andhra Pradesh or
Machilipatnam. Last year,
we weren’t getting any
cases from the South.
Today, we get five-six
requests daily. Also, people
are scared this time round,”
Singh says.

The challenge or the
gap that exists today is
in Delhi-NCR.
“There is so
much neg-
a t i v i t y
a r o u n d

in the Capital due to shortage of oxy-
gen, medicines and beds. All this
makes people of Delhi scared. Then
there is Black Fungus scare,” Singh
tells you.

Another challenge he faces is
that not many donors come forward
as they fear they may test positive
again. Also, they don’t want their
number to be given out. 

“In such a situation, a person is
assigned to the donor who are vol-
unteers and their extended family.
We coordinate everything. Just
arranging the donor doesn’t solve the
problem. Donation has to go
through too. The donor has to go to
the hospital where the recipient is,
give the patient ID and donate plas-
ma. Since we have been doing this
for a year, things are in place,” Singh
says who is an educator by profes-
sion and teaches students to prepare
for JEE. 

Singh is on a mission — Mission
2024 —  to ensure that nobody dies
due to lack of blood. “If I can get

10,000 people from
across India who can
donate blood, we can
meet the challenge of
any pandemic.”
Singh says. Bhawna
Arora, founder of
Kamla Arora
B l e s s i n g s
Foundation and
based out of London

tells you that her jour-
ney began in 2017 when

her mother died due to
a rare blood disease in

India. “I saw
the com-

plexities to get blood donors. We
have been for the last three years
working in the donation campaign.
Since the pandemic hit in March
2020, we have been working to
fetch a donor for the recipient. We
have received over 60,000 calls since
last year for plasma requests,” Arora
says.

Her number (8810618253) has
been circulated on social media
platforms and she gets WhatsApp
messages and Facebook. She and her
India coordinator, Vivek Jain
(9810063261) manage to attend to
the requests between the two on
them. “Looking at the demand, we
are working day and night. One
doesn’t look at the time when there
is a life involved,” Arora says.

She tells you that the need of the
hour is to give the right advocacy to
the people so that they can forward
and serve humanity. “Second there
is a need to streamline communi-
cation between all stakeholders. We
live in the time of AI. Why not use
it to optimum. There is so much
information out there, some verified
some not. We need to structurise it
more so we can serve more people.
It is necessary to motivate people to
donate as well. There is a need to
have one large platform — we need
one channel where the needs are
met, faith will develop and the peo-
ple will come forward and do what
is required. Things have become
competitive today. There are so
many people working trying to
bring donor and recipient together
but we don’t know who is giving
value output. The fraud and mistrust
is too hampering donors from com-
ing forward,” Arora opines.

Agrees Sarthak Verma of Plasma
Connect app. Back then he used to
get one or two downloads. “Today,

there are over a 1,000 users. Also
back then, few people knew about
plasma therapy. Today, there is far
more awareness as it has become a
critical treatment for COVID-19,”
Verma says.

According to him the biggest
challenge is the authenticity of the
requests made and the donors.
“Many brokers have emerged and are
charging to connect them with
donors. We don’t want such people.
It creates mistrust among the donors.
When people come to my app now,
a form has to be filled in. The infor-
mation is then verified. This takes
care of any false leads and we are able
to connect the correct donor with the
correct recipient,” Verma says.

For Nikhil Chawla, in the
Capital, it all started with a family
member needing plasma. “When I
was running around trying to
arrange for the same I realised the
lack of infrastructure and the huge
gap between the need for plasma
and donors. I contacted everyone
on my social media if they were
willing to donate plasma and the
journey began,” Chawla recalls. 

And it has been a tough one for
him personally. In the last 15 days
he has lost four immediate family
members and had thought of giv-
ing it up. But then he got a message
from a mother thanking him for
helping her get in touch with a
donor that saved her daughter’s life.
“When I lost two of my cousins,
taiji and tauji, I thought all my
efforts to create a data and putting
it out had come to not. But mes-
sages like the one sent by the
mother keeps me going,” Chawla
says.

He tells you that a donor does-
n’t have to go to the hospital to
donate plasma. “There are blood
banks. The donor can go there,
donate blood and walk away with
plasma. There are many banks that
give plasma in lieu of blood. There
is lack of awareness leading to
wrong information; people think
that if they donate plasma their
antibodies will reduce. This is
incorrect. The only thing to remem-
ber is that one can donate only once
a month,” Chawla tells you.

Initially, the idea was to help
people around Delhi but he could-
n’t turn down a request that came
from another city. “It has become
an obsession to try and help as
many people as possible. I just man-
age to sleep  couple of hours at
night. My work is on hold for now.
So I am trying to help whoever I
can. It brings me peace when I am
able to people,” Chawla says.
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The present scenario, with the rise in
Covid-19 cases and deaths, is noth-
ing short of a nightmare. Most peo-
ple are experiencing mixed emo-
tions and a lingering feeling of, “I

don’t feel like doing anything”. This is not
only because of the news and information
overload on social media, but also the fact
that people are losing their near and dear
ones without as much of a hint.

The pain, overwhelm, fears, anger, social
isolation and uncertainty are not only impact-
ing the youth but even the kids. The years
2020 and 2021 have changed not just how we
live or work but also how our children study
and play. While the working youth seem to be
grappling with the situation, whether it is loss
of a job, business, medical facility, or life, the
kids are a witness to it all. The impact is much
more than what meets the eye. The confused
feelings, unprocessed emotions, unclear
thoughts and panicky actions are leaving a
deep impact on our mental and emotional
health as well.

The immediate and the long-term mental
health impacts of the pandemic on the kids is
difficult to estimate. However, the cases of anx-
iety, stress and depression amongst children
between the age group of 5-16 years has seen a
huge spike in the last one year. While initially
they felt relieved with the online classes, the
severity of the pandemic and the impact of the
changes in their lives (and that of their par-
ents) soon began to dawn upon them. The
common complaints that I get from parents
these days is lack of focus, lack of physical
exercise, over-eating, irritability, anxiety, bouts
of anger, fears and sadness in kids. 

Ironically, all this is being experienced by
the parents as well. No matter how we con-
duct ourselves in front of our children, they
know exactly what is happening around us.
The TV, news, social media, conversations on
phone and with each other, the quarantine of
a family member, life-threatening situations,
the panic on our faces — they can sense it all.

The schools are rushing with the syllabus
online because the education of the child is
important but are we considerate towards
their mental health? How are the current
experiences and unprocessed emotions going
to impact these children as adults?

Our mental health impacts how we
respond, feel, think and act. Our behaviour,
decision-making and physical health is all
linked to our mental health. Hence, it is
essential to give love and assurance and
impart coping skills to not only the adults but
also to the children.

The pandemic has reshaped the world
beyond imagination. The suffering in India
has gone to the level of basic requirements of
food, shelter, medical facility and transport
not being met for a large part of the popula-
tion. The situation is grim with high levels of
insecurity and chaos.

Of late, there is propensity for blame
towards the authorities. It’s never easy to lose
a loved one, never. The fear, anger, blame,
guilt — the whole gamut of emotions is all
justified. But what is also important is to
pause for a moment and accept all these emo-
tions and begin to process them. Situation is
grim for everyone (in some way or the other).
What we need in today’s times is prayer, com-
passion, love and gratitude.

The impact of the pandemic on the youth
is disruptive. While they are actively helping
others, they are also simultaneously dealing

with immense emotional turmoil of their
own.

The fact is that as a country we do not
have a strong medical infrastructure vis-à-vis
our population. We all know this (we knew it
all along). But what we didn’t know is the
severity of the virus and how it could take
away our loved ones away from us, forever,
in a matter of hours. We are all guilty at
some level. We all have to take the
ownership for the present sit-
uation in order to change it.
Despite knowing the safety
protocol, a large part of the
population didn’t follow it. Do we
always need a lockdown to exhibit appropriate
behaviour? Do we know someone who doesn’t
wear masks, someone who went for the
Diwali party at a friend’s house with 20 oth-
ers, someone who couldn’t wait to travel to
Goa, Kerala, Maldives, someone who refuted
the existence of covid all together? 

Now is not the time to find faults with self
or others but to change the focus to what
good is happening around us and how can we
make it better. The brain is extremely power-
ful in amplifying whatever we focus upon. Till
we keep complaining about our present cir-
cumstances, our mind will focus on it. The
more we talk about it, write about it or feel
negative about it, the more we reinforce the
same neural pathways in our brain that keep
adding to the misery. To change this, let’s
focus on the good around us.

Look around, there are many people try-
ing to help with oxygen cylinders, connec-
tions in hospitals for beds, arranging plasma,
food, support, counselling, therapies and
more. Not everyone is trying to bribe, black-
mail or take advantage of the situation. It is
commendable how the youth is also coming
forward to offer assistance, structure commu-
nities and make a difference.

Research shows that over 70% of the
youth is deeply traumatised with the uncer-
tainty the pandemic has created whether it is
with respect to life, relationships, social inter-
actions, forms of expression, health and lives
of their loved ones or the disruption in future
prospects for education and employment for
the youth. 

In addition to the grief and loss, there is
an impending feeling of doom as over 43% of
youth are uncertain about their future career
prospects. Many even contemplate suicide.
This darkness remains unnoticed as we are
fighting to survive this situation.

Despite all odds, the youth is stepping up,
raising their voice, offering support, structur-
ing communities, enabling groups and volun-
teering in ways more than one to fight the sit-
uation.

While we should offer them social and
psychological support to deal with all this, we
should also come up with measures to protect
this generation from being permanently
scarred by this crisis — physically, mentally,
socially, emotionally, financially and behav-
iourally. Initiatives by the government as well
as private sector organisations will help in the
long run though immediate support in the
form of counselling, therapy, and open com-
munication can go a long way.

The future of our nation lies with our
youth and it’s of grave importance that we do
not take this lightly by letting their life be in a
quandary.

There are many people bracing and sur-
viving the virus amidst all the deaths, there

are many who are offering relentless care and
prayers for humanity at large There is help
and compassion in many places, if not all.
Hold onto that and allow yourself to be a con-
duit for more compassion, gratitude and assis-
tance in any way possible instead of fear and
uncertainty.

Coronavirus is probably going to be here
for a long time. But we have to move beyond
it to create a life outside of it, responsibly.

Some points to take into consideration are:
� Process emotions, don’t vent nor bottle
them up: Allow open communication to
address the stressors. Listen and express
deeply without judgments and in case of
chronic stress or anxiety, seek support from
an expert.
� Respond, don’t react: There is already a
lot going on in everyone’s lives. Don’t snap at
people at home or even on other people’s
social media feed. We can share our views
without attacking others.
� Operate from love and compassion and
not fears and anger: Say a kind word, offer
support, just hold the space for others to be
themselves and accept the situation but do
not cause panic with minute-by-minute
update of statistics.
� Be responsible, not reckless: Follow the
safety protocol. Even if you have recovered
from Covid, do not act as if all is well. Our
actions inspire many others and by being
responsible we save not just ourselves but
many people around us. The parties, social
gatherings, important meetings, can all wait
or be done online. Life is precious.
� Help in any way possible, don’t panic:
When someone you know is in a crisis, get
valid connects, check the sources, be mindful,
take precaution, help in every way possible
and pray for the best. This is all we can do

currently. Also, limit the news and social
media intake to up to 15-30 minutes a day to
be well apprised of the situation and not be
engulfed by it.
� Do your bit, refrain from judging self
and others: Judgment only takes us away
from action thereby delaying results. Be
proactive and sensitive to the battles everyone
is going through.
� Take care of yourself: You can’t pour from
an empty cup. So, take care of yourself — eat-
ing habits, sleep, exercise, breathing and
mindfulness practices, get vaccinated and be
in the attitude of gratitude.
� Ask: “What can I do today to make a dif-
ference?” instead of complaining.

It’s imperative we come together from the
space of love, compassion and gratitude to
fight the pandemic. There’s no other way.

No act is small. No prayer is negligible.
No support is trivial. Looking around and
complaining and blaming will only cause
more pressure on our emotional, mental and
physical well-being.

Operate from awareness and take care of
self and others. We are undeniably in a crisis
and there are faults at every level — from the
root to the top. However, this is not the time
to find faults and indulge in blame-game. 

It’s time to focus on “what can I do to
make a difference today?” and then purely
from a space of compassion, ACT; without
worrying about the results.

Will we able to save the world? I don’t
know. But what I do know is that with that
one act a day, and thirty acts a month, we all
can create ripples of change. It all matters.
Choose change over complaints. We always
have a choice.

The writer is a renowned Psychotherapist
& the founder of Gateway of Healing

and Life Artistry 
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Let’s be honest to admit that we have not been able to
handle the pandemic as effectively as we should have
and perhaps could have. While citing reasons may pro-

duce long list of responses that were found missing, if we
try to get to the roots, we may come to just one conclusion.
More than anything else it was a failure of character.
Character of those responsible for policy making that is the
political class. But the bureaucratic machinery was also equal-
ly responsible for not applying their mind, the job they are
supposed to do. It was also the failure of character of the
common people who acted irresponsible enough to let
Corona flourish the second time. What an irony. We knew
what was required. Yet, we did what was not required. The
point is that this is not the first time a pandemic like this
has dealt a bloody blow. When are we going to learn? Maybe
not as long as we are not honest to admit our mistakes, learn
from them and let those who know the job do it. This is a
typical Indian scenario. We always find the wrong man for
the right place. You need nothing else to invite a disaster.
And so, it was. Saying that the common man erred may pass
on some portion of the blame to the scapegoat but that does
not absolve the political class of their sin. Governance was
more important than forming governments but people pre-
ferred the latter. It took a higher judiciary to point out how
callous some institutions have become. If people are hon-
est to admit mistakes and learn from them things could
improve in the future. But hoping this is a tall order. The
chaos that has set in reminds of an old Gandhian quote —
When wealth is lost nothing is lost, when health is lost some-
thing is lost, but when character is lost everything is lost.
The point he wanted to emphasise was that character is the
all-important attribute. Character can help regain health and
wealth even if we lose these. But the present times have no
room for character, as wealth and health occupy the front
seat. The results are there to see. We still can make up for
the lost ground if we pick up the moral courage to own our
mistakes. But for that there is need to shed the ego, the king
size ego that always tells us that we are infallible. As the polit-
ical class continues to pat its own back, situation is going
from bad to worse. Time for some soul searching. Gandhiji
had talked about seven social sins in his weekly newspa-
per Young India on October 22, 1925. It would be worth-
while recollecting them, which were — Wealth without work,
Pleasure without conscience, Knowledge without charac-
ter, Commerce without morality, Science without human-
ity, Worship without sacrifice and Politics without princi-
ples. While all those sins are responsible for the present-day
situation, it may be prudent to identify the deadliest of the
sins talked by Gandhi 95 years ago. It is politics without prin-
ciples that has become the biggest curse of the present times.
It is politics that is at the helm of everything. Though many
definitions of politics are there power is Central to all of them.
It is obsession with power that is the root cause of all evil.
While thinking of principled politics may sound utopian
only that can lead us out of the morass we are in.
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Imagine a world without God.
Everyone is on their own. There is
no karmaphala principle. Everything

is happening by chance, because with
no God, who will enforce the cause and
effect rule which is also known as the
karmaphala principle. Some people get
together like in a dictatorship and
control the masses by terrorising them. 

You might say that this is happen-
ing in several countries, as in the past.
But you must remember that the
fiercest of the dictators eventually bit the
dust. So what does one make of that?
Simple, there is someone far superior
than any dictator howsoever powerful
he/she may be. That is God. We are
blessed to have God oversee everything.

Regarding their life span, no dicta-
tor could survive for long. However,
there are souls who live much beyond
hundred years. Some of these special
souls live even beyond that. To my
knowledge there is a saint who is said
to be five hundred years plus old. He
comes to attend the ‘Kumbha Mela’
every twelve years. That is how they
have estimated his age. He lives in the
Himalayas. He is one example, I know
of. But, there must be others who have
lived for longer years. How does it hap-
pen? Because God allows them this
privilege. They may wish not to be lib-
erated just yet, having qualified for such
a privilege. God can allow them; and
only God can, because such souls ben-
efit the mankind by their presence.

To understand this phenomenon,
we must get the hang of the cosmic
design. There is God, who is
omnipresent, omnipotent and omni-
scient. He is the basis of everything.
Everything revolves around Him. He is
the one who creates, sets rules
(‘maryadas’), which everyone is expect-

ed to follow. Those who do are reward-
ed and those who do not, get punished.

These rewards and punishments are
not instantaneous. The Lord Himself
sets the example of following all
maryadas. Then, there are all of us,
souls, all equal. Yes, our material or oth-
erwise bodies differ as also where we are
placed in the hierarchy which is based
upon our ‘karmas’, good or bad. Our
smallness is intrinsic, but this does not
prevent us from achieving very big tasks
like some scientists do or enlightened
saints do. Our smallness also does not
prevent some of us from becoming
despots, for which we are punished in
due course. As the arrangement is eter-
nal, there is no rush for anything. All
divine actions are well thought out and
absolutely fair.

Back to some souls turning rogue
and causing mayhem with assistance of
some other willing souls, their smallness
comes in the way and they are helpless-
ly punished. Therefore, there is no scope
of any soul becoming big at any time;

God is the only big soul, and will eter-
nally remain so. This uniform smallness
of all souls also excludes giving unfair
advantage to any particular soul based
on different sizes of their bodies, they
being temporary. 

God is there to discipline any soul,
that does not toe the line, and we should
be grateful for the protection granted by
the all-powerful God. The system is not
complicated. You have done pious
deeds and earned privileges. You are
expected to make good use of them to
make progress in the eternal journey. If
these are misused, punishment is on the
way once the good deeds have run out.
We shouldn’t get fooled by some years
of someone’s reign of terror; punishment
is coming but in a logical way — the
karmaphala way.

In conclusion, we can state that
there is the omnipotent God to both
protect us and reward us, some rogue
souls notwithstanding.
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Mantra is a sound, a cer-
tain utterance or a
syllable. Today, mod-
ern science sees the
whole existence as

reverberations of energy, different lev-
els of vibrations. Where ever there is
a vibration, there is bound to be a
sound. That means, the whole exis-
tence is a kind of sound, or a complex
amalgamation of sounds — the whole
existence is an amalgamation of mul-
tiple mantras. The yogic scriptures
often compare mantras to a boat or a
bridge that an aspirant can use to cross
the sea of delusion created by the
external world, which we call Maya,
and to reach the centre of conscious-
ness within. Yogis say that a mantra
is like an eternal friend who accom-
panies the meditator even after death,
lighting the path in the realm where
the light of the sun and the moon can-
not penetrate.

In understanding what a mantra
is and how a Mantra works, it is help-
ful to look at its translation. The word
mantra is derived from two Sanskrit
words, the first part is man, which
means mind; and the second part is
tra, which is the root of the Sanskrit
word meaning tool or instrument. A
mantra is therefore literally, an instru-
ment or tool of the mind that helps us
to concentrate, intensify and spiritu-
alise our consciousness.

������ ��	
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Chanting silently in the mind in a

meditative pose helps increase the
aura.

At gurukuls, students were taught
higher-order mantras that were specif-
ically created by sages of ancient India.
Mantras generate sound vibrations
that add to the aura or energy levels
of those who recite them. The mantras

of the Buddhist, Christian, Islamic,
Jain and other faiths, also fall into this
category. However, mantras can be
used positively as well as negatively.
Positively, they can be used to heal,
defend against spiritual attacks and
strengthen one’s aura. They also form
a telepathic connection between the
seeker and the collective power of the
deity or concept to which they are
attributed. If the mantra is attributed
to planets, it will connect to their rays
as well. For example, the guru mantra
will connect to the power and concept
of guru, including the rays of Jupiter.
If the mantras are attributed to a
deceased saint, they will home in to
his energy field, which exists in an
ethereal dimension. 

Mantras would be used in specif-
ic circumstances and were to be
recited while sitting in a specific
asana or seat. For example, the
Gayatri Mantra was best recited while
seated on a kusha grass mat or deer-
skin. The more advanced version of
the mantra, known as the Mahagayatri
Mantra, was to be recited while
immersed in water. Several such per-
mutations and combinations are
usable in mantra vidya (the science of
mantras). The intent of such techni-
calities is to ensure that the energy
vibrations of the mantras are optimal-
ly absorbed by the human body and
little is dissipated into the atmosphere.
A part of the dissipation adds to the
aura or energy of the location. Some
of it would be absorbed by the asana
or seat. It is for this reason that asanas
are bad conductors of electricity, that
neither absorb nor discharge it quick-
ly. As it is not possible to perform all
the suggested asanas on animal skins,
we use blankets, pure cotton sheets or
cotton mattresses, instead. 
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A Japanese scientist, Dr. Masaru
Emoto, conducted an interesting
experiment on the effect that sound
vibrations had on water. Emoto
observed that when water was
exposed to music from Bach and
Mozart, beautiful crystals formed in
it. But when negative intentions were
directed its way, the water formed
malformed crystals. He concluded
that sound is vibration; and positive
sounds have healing energy. His
research also showed that thoughts
emit vibrations at frequencies we are
yet to determine, and they too have
the power to heal. The question that
begs an answer is: ‘How do mantras
work?’

The knowledge of sound affecting
matter is not new. Chanting mantras
has been a part of Indian spiritual
practices for thousands of years. The
ancient rishis (sages) of India had a
deep awareness of the potency of
sound.

According to Quantum
Physicists, whether audible or not,
everything has a sound, a distinct and
unique vibration. This sound is
called resonance, the particular fre-
quency at which an object naturally
vibrates. In his book ‘Silent Pulse’,
George Burr Leonard writes, “At the
heart of each of us, whatever our
imperfections, there exists a silent
pulse of perfect rhythm, made up of
wave forms and resonances, which is
absolutely individual and unique, and
yet which connects us to everything
in the universe.”

Sanskrit, the language in which
many powerful mantras are com-
posed, is described as a vibrational
language. The ancient Indian spiritu-
al masters devised mantras to vibrate

at particular frequencies. Each mantra
is composed to have a distinct effect.
When you chant a mantra, you send
vibrations into the universe which cre-
ates a powerful ripple effect. Mantra
recitation also helps you tune in to the
universal sound that began creation
and is still vibrating — the Anahat.
Scientific research suggests, chanting
mantras causes the left and right
hemispheres of the brain to synchro-
nise. It also helps oxygenate the brain,
reduce our heart rate, blood pressure
and assist in creating calm brainwave
activity.

Mantras can rearrange your mol-
ecular structure and adjust your expe-
rience through the subtle vibrations
the chanting causes in your being.
This re-alignment allows you to expe-
rience the benefits of the vibration.
The more focused you are in chanti-
ng a mantra, the greater will be its
impact on your consciousness. When
you think negatively, you create a sub-
tle vibration with the negative thought.
The longer you think negatively, the
more damaging it is for your mind
and body. 

With every passing day, there is
more scientific data to corroborate
what the ancient rishis had a deep
understanding of — sound has power.
Words and thoughts, spoken and
unspoken, are potent tools. Being
aware of this will allow you to pay
close attention to the things you say
and think of yourself, and how these
words and thoughts, especially the
negative ones, impact you. This aware-
ness may serve as a trigger to change
the negative patterns into positive
ones. It may also help you to let go of
habits that impede your spiritual
growth. 
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The sources of Krishna saga contain
varied accounts that speak of his mul-
tiple marriages. It is said Krishna was

married to 16,100 damsels. Most of these
marriages were a consequence of his mili-
tary expeditions in the far-east of India, the
modern Assam. Krishna’s eight other mar-
riages are referred to in the Puranas. While
most sources are silent over Krishna’s other
marriages, his marriage to Rukmini, his
chief queen, is cited in almost all the
sources of Krishna-saga — an argument
cited by many scholars to bracket him with
the popular monogamists of the age like
Shri Rama, Nala, Satyavan and the others. 

These scholars, to prove their view,
quote a verse from the Mahabharata, which
equates Shri Krishna with the famous
monogamists of the age. It is said, Krishna
carried away Rukmini moved by her deep
love and desire to marry him. Later, they
duly wed at Dwarka. Next, during the sya-
mantak-gem episode Krishna is cited to
have married Jambhavati and Satyabhama.
Thereafter, it is said Krishna married
Kalandi, River Yamuna-incarnate. His mar-
riage to four maidens — Shrutakeerti,
Bhadra, Madri and Hemavati is mentioned
next. 

The river goddess, Kalindi, had begged
to marry Krishna, which reflects his influ-
ence and power during the Dvapara-age.
Philosophically interpreting Krishna’s per-
sonae, it may be stated that Lord Krishna
with this bounteous grace undertook the
role of a husband to all women, who
looked upon him to be their guardian and
saviour. At the same time, he is perceived
to be the father to all the men of the world
[the second role makes the first role of the
Lord inevitable]. 

According to the Yoga system, there are
sixteen thousand one hundred nerves
which get united at a prime-place near the
Sushmna nerve, and a Yogi has to hold full

control of them for exercising and carrying
out some specific Yogic sadhanas. Shri
Krishna being an excellent Yogi used to
inculcate such austere sadhanas by exercis-
ing full control over his body with all these
nerves. He was styled as the Lord or the
Swami [husband] and master of these
nerves, which probably was taken to imply
his wives. 

In the symbolic context, his so many
wives also imply his immumerable Vibhutis
in this world, reference to which is made in
the Vibhuti — Yoga of Gita (when Krishna
tells to Arjuna about this “ na asti anto me
divyam vibhutanam”). Likewise, his eight
chief queens including Rukmani are sym-
bolically treated as implying three qualities
of Sattva, Rajas, Tamas (in human body);
the river Ganges, presiding goddess of the
Himalayas, Samaveda-mantras personified,
soul and the personified [Krishna] patients
virtue in itself. 

Mythological, the multiple wives of

Krishna represent the Apsaras of Heaven in
their former lives with as well as the multi-
ple incarnation of goddess Lakshmi. The
Apsaras assumed their next birth on earth
to attain Lord Krishna as their sole hus-
band. Besides, Param Purusha Krishna’s
multiple wives are also symbolically viewed
as the different forms of Prakriti. In this
context, the relation between Param
Purusha and Prakriti corresponds to that
between husband and wife. So, Krishna, the
god has sixteen thousand one hundred
eight forms of Prakriti as his wives.
Likewise, his eight chief queens are symbol-
ically represent major energies of Prakriti
known as Mula (primary) Prakriti, namely
— Tattva, Mahat, Ahamkara, Akasha,
Vayu, Tejas, Apas and Prithvi.

The writer, a noted Indologist and
authority on Krishnaite Studies, was a regu-
lar contributor to Agenda, The Pioneer. We

recently lost her to the pandemic. Her pres-
ence in the form of writings will be missed
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Gaza has once again grabbed the

headlines. In East Jerusalem,
blood-stained streets and smolder-
ing tyres are telltale signs of a gory
fight between the Israeli security
forces and the Hamas. The region is
witnessing the worst violence since
the 50-day war that took place in
2014. Today, the bitter truth for Israel
is that Hamas, an Islamic militant
group, controls the sensitive Gaza
region.

Palestinians live under Israeli set-
tler colonialism. Their fear is based
on experience of torture, daily bout
of humiliations, constant denial of
basic freedoms, absence of dignity of
life, living and labour, imprisonment
and finally maiming and killing. So
it is very natural that every
Palestinian born there will have the
basic instinct to fight against the
Israeli occupation. The hatred is
growing towards Israel and its secu-
rity forces. And if it goes like this for
any longer, war-like situation will be
a daily affair. 

The moot point is what Israel
wants? Israel wants total control over
East Jerusalem. The current conflict
has emerged because of the forced
expulsion of Palestinian families
from the occupied East Jerusalem
neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah.
Some sources say the lands occupied
by these families were originally
under Jewish ownership. But the
Palestinians see this as an extension
of an Israeli policy to displace as
many Palestinians as possible from
Jerusalem. The final aim is to reclaim
and retain a majority Jewish identi-
ty in the city.

Will Palestine ever get the
desired independent land? No, at
least for the foreseeable future. It
must be said here that the struggle
and jehad for Palestine will contin-
ue. The Islamic resistance move-
ments like the Hamas, meaning
strength, will keep challenging the
very identity of the Israeli state. In
fact, the Hamas Covenant which
consists of 36 articles clearly high-
lights how the group will take the
Islamic movement further. Article 15
of the Covenant says that the jehad
for the liberation of Palestine is an
individual duty. 

It says, “The day that enemies
usurp part of Muslim land, jehad
becomes the individual duty of every
Muslim. In face of the Jews usurpa-
tion of Palestine, it is compulsory that
the banner of jehad be raised. To do
this requires the diffusion of Islamic
consciousness among the masses,

both on the regional, Arab and
Islamic ummah levels. It is necessary
to instill the spirit of jehad in the
heart of the nation so that they would
confront the enemies and join the
ranks of the fighters.” 

Palestinians have resisted Israeli
occupation and colonisation for
decades now. Anger on the
Palestinian street has grown. People
are raising the banner of protest
against Israel. They claim that Israel
is making concerted efforts to erase
the Palestinian identity from the
land. 

For now, Tel Aviv has rebuffed
any discussion for ceasefire. It vows
to continue the offensive. Benjamin
Netanyahu, the Prime Minister of
Israel, is in favour of stepping up its
Gaza strikes. He said, “At the con-
clusion of a situational assessment,
it was decided that both the might
of the attacks and the frequency of
the attacks will be increased.” 

He also commented that “Hamas
and Islamic jehad paid… and will
pay a very heavy price for their bel-
ligerence… their blood is forfeit”.
This indicates that Israel will con-
tinue its offensive. There is a possi-
bility that this will add fuel to the fire
over the decade’s long crisis in West
Asian region.

The spokesman for UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres
said he is saddened by the increas-
ingly large number of casualties,
including children, from Israeli air
strike in Gaza and of Israeli fatalities
from rockets launched from Gaza.
He called for maximum restraint by
the Israeli security forces. The UN
has warned that the planned expul-
sion of the Palestinian families from
East Jerusalem by Israel could
amount to war crimes. But it also
lashed out at the Hamas for the indis-
criminate launch of rockets and
mortars towards Israeli population
centres.

Meanwhile, the US postponed a
UN Security Council meeting on the
ongoing flare-up between Israel and
the Hamas for the next week. The
discussion was supposed to take
place this week, but the US is trying
to make room for diplomacy so as to
avert the worst situation in the con-
tested Gaza territory. The US, a key
ally of Israel, has confirmed on
multiple occasions that the latter has
the full right to defend itself as the
terrorist groups from Gaza have
launched about 1,750 rockets into its
territory. However, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken has brushed
aside all speculation that Washington

is trying to torpedo the crucial talks
altogether. President Joe Biden said,
“One of the things that I have seen
thus far is that there has not been a
significant overreaction.” 

Around the same time, Israel has
been pummeling Gaza with air
strikes, levelling buildings leading to
killing of dozens of people. Biden has
already touted Israel’s right to self-
defense amid rocket attacks from the
Hamas that have killed dozens of
people. Thus the White House clar-
ified that Jerusalem must be a place
of co-existence.

The European Union, a group of
27 nations, too has criticised the
Hamas for the war, by saying that
Palestinian rocket attacks on Israel
were totally unacceptable. And the
EU called on all sides to aim for de-
escalation and to prevent more civil-
ian casualties. At the same time, EU
foreign policy chief Joseph Borrell
condemned eviction of Palestinian
families in East Jerusalem.  He also
called the evictions illegal, saying it
only serves to fuel tensions.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson aired his view that “the UK
is deeply concerned by the growing
violence and civilian casualties and
we want to see urgent de-escalation
of tensions”. Arab League chief

Ahmed Aboul Gheit called the Israeli
air strikes indiscriminate and irre-
sponsible. 

However, Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, a
known bete noire of the Israel state,
said “Zionists understand nothing
but the language of force, so the
Palestinians must increase their
power and resistance to force the
criminals to surrender and stop
their brutal acts.” Meanwhile the 57-
member group of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation voiced its
concern over the deteriorating secu-
rity scenario in East Jerusalem.

Now, as international call for
restraint has been raised, both the
Hamas and Israel must understand
that they are simply killing innocent
civilians. War is not the solution to
the land problem. The current cri-
sis is only offering the radical ele-
ments on both sides a chance to
advance their agenda.

The massive deployment of
ground troops by the Netanyahu
Government on the border signals a
broader offensive in the coming
days. Moving armed forces near
Gaza raises the possibility of an inva-
sion and a bloody war. The Israeli
Defence Forces (IDF) is preparing for
all kinds of eventualities and an esca-

lation at the moment. Such deploy-
ment of forces took place only in
2014. 

As the war continues, global
media reports that most of the rock-
ets fired by the Hamas are being
blocked by Israel’s Iron Dome
Defence System. However, some of
the rockets that got through the supe-
rior defence circuit killed only a few
people on the side of Israel. On the
other hand, the attacks launched by
Israel through its air force over
Gaza have been more deadly, with a
reported death toll over 90 so far. The
Iron Dome is designed to selective-
ly deal with rocket attacks. And also
this system intercepts those enemy
rockets that head for populated
areas. The IDF claims that the Iron
Dome is around 90 per cent effective.
However, the sources say even a high
probability intercept rate can make
the Hamas efforts to destroy popu-
lated areas purely ineffective. It is to
be noted here that the Iron Dome
system was made with American
finance.

The constant struggle for
Palestine to establish its sovereign
identity has become a permanent
irritant for Israel. On the other
hand, Israeli attempt to maintain its
status quo and further expand and
also to evict illegal Palestinian occu-
pants (according to Tel Aviv) from
East Jerusalem foment an ever
greater war in the region. The Hamas
wants the Jews dead and the state of
Israel eliminated. For them, it is not
about Israel, but this is ultimately
about the Jews.

Today, situation in East
Jerusalem is terribly unnerving. It is
time for the Israeli garrison state to
talk peace. The Hamas, only by
working as a proxy, will find it real-
ly difficult to bring a solution to the
Palestinians. Only result would be
death of civilians. And the hawks will
be happy. When the deadly, Covid-
19 is killing millions across the
globe, Tel Aviv and the Hamas must
not venture out to take more lives
anymore. 

(Dr Makhan Saikia has taught
political science and international
relations for over a decade in 
institutions of national and 
international repute across the 
country after specialisation in glob-
alisation and governance from Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.
He is the chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an international
research journal)
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The second wave of Covid-

19 has exposed our lack of
preparedness for any medical
emergency as India has not
been able to meet any basic
medical requirements that do
not need complicated tech-
nology or high investment i.e.
medicines, oxygen, ventilators,
PPE kits, vaccine, etc. Had we
faced any other medical emer-
gency related to a virus dead-
lier than SARS-Cov or some
other deadly radiation (as faced
by Japan after nuclear attack),
probably Indian population
would have halved by now. 

Covid-19 has provided the
nation an opportunity to intro-
spect problems in our health-
care system to effectively deal
with the ongoing pandemic
(which doesn’t seem to get
over before 2022), and any
potential health emergency in
the future. Rather than square-
ly blaming any past or present
government at the Centre or
State, the purpose of this col-
umn is to shake our policy
makers to realise the systemic
flaws and bottlenecks in the
way of development of robust
and inclusive health infra-
structure in India. 

First, we need to recognise
that the human health is inter-
connected with his surround-
ing environment, including
living species i.e. various ani-
mals, birds, etc. Rudolf
Virchow, a famous German
physicist and pathologist, also
known as Father of Modern
Pathology, coined a term called
Zoonosis to refer to any infec-
tious disease which is trans-
mitted from animals to
humans. A zoonotic disease is
caused by virus, bacteria, fun-

gus, etc, and travels from ani-
mals to human. He asserted
that there are no dividing lines,
nor should there be between
animal and human medicine. 

The UN Food and
Agriculture Organization’s
report “World Livestock 2013”
states an important fact that 60
per cent of all new infectious
diseases that emerged in last
three decades are zoonotic dis-
eases. Viral outbreaks in recent
years like nipahvirus, ebola
virus, swine flu (H1N1) virus,
avian influenza (H5N1) virus,
severe acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS CoV) are all
zoonotic viruses. According
to World Health Organization
(WHO), zoonotic pathogens
represent a clear threat to glob-
al health. The entire world is at
higher risk of future pan-
demics, primarily of animal
origin and combating it would
require good co-ordination
among medical science, vet-
erinary science, environmental
science and other biological
sciences. 

Realising the importance
of this coordination, William
Osler, the father of modern
medicine and founder of the
discipline of veterinary pathol-
ogy, and Calvin Schwabe
(chairperson of a new
Department of Epidemiology
and Preventive Medicine at
the University of California)
advocated “one medicine” for
all. 

The second systemic flaw
is more relevant to India. It is
the presence of an extremely
high educational hierarchy,
which places MBBS course at
the top while degrading all
other health professionals and

scientists. This mindset is so
deep rooted that any talented
student pursuing a course in
virology, immunology, nursing,
physiotherapy or non-allo-
pathic medical courses, etc, is
considered inferior because of
his/her inability to secure
admission to an MBBS course.
On the one hand, this hierar-
chy demoralises other allied
fields, and on the other, it
paves the way for undue inter-
ference by MBBS doctors in the
other fields. This leads to a bar-
rier in the development of
these fields. Moreover, Indian
doctors despite their huge
potential, rarely take up med-
ical research as it is less remu-
nerating compared to consul-
tancy, which is highly paid. 

A lot of services that can be
taken care of by these profes-
sionals cannot be performed by
MBBS doctors. When a new
and unknown disease first hits

a country, the role of doc-
tors/nurses becomes vital. They
are expected to treat/care
patients with the existing med-
ications/knowledge. When it
becomes difficult to treat
patients with the existing
framework, then the role of
virologist, geneticist, veteri-
nary doctor, microbiologist,
pharmacologist and immu-
nologist becomes crucial to
understand the properties and
origin of the new virus to
develop medicines and vac-
cines. After developing vac-
cines, nurses play an important
role in vaccinating the people.
Depending on the kind of dis-
ease, if it causes complications
relating to mobility, muscular
contractures, etc, among
patients, then the role of phys-
iotherapist becomes impor-
tant; and if complications make
the patient physically disabled
or orthopedically handicapped

then begins the role of pros-
thetist and orthotist to figure
out devices to help them. 

The risk of zoonosis has
increased due to the present
human activities such as demo-
graphic alterations, increased
movement across various con-
tinents, disturbing natural phe-
nomenon and over exploitation
of the environment.  It brings
the environmentalist into the
picture. Thus, it is clear that an
integrated approach toward a
public health emergency is an
effective way to deal with the
unknown disease. Creating a
hierarchy between the profes-
sions of the same sector can
weaken our fight against any
disease. 

Moreover, these profes-
sionals (virologists, immunol-
ogists, orthotics & prosthetics,
physiotherapist, occupational
therapist) could have played a
very crucial role during the

ongoing pandemic to meet the
shortage of health workers, by
being given a very short train-
ing. It is worth mentioning here
that the educational courses
studied by these professionals
have a lot of syllabi common
with MBBS course.
Unfortunately, we have failed to
utilise their huge potential. 

Thirdly, India has a huge
shortage of doctors which is
reflected by the indicator of
population served by a doctor,
which is one of the highest in
the world. Despite availability
of huge talent, this artificial
shortage is due to unnecessary
stringent rules to establish a
medical college and limited
medical seats. Devi Prasad
Shetty, one of the leading car-
diologists in India, suggested
that the Government can build
around 300 new medical col-
leges without any cost which
can offer 30,000 new seats. He
argued that medical educa-
tion can be provided to the stu-
dents even in a single building
and for practical training they
can be taken to hospitals.
According to him most gov-
ernments refrain from creating
new medical colleges since it
requires an investment of
around �450 crore and a time
span of around 5 years. Further,
the annual maintenance cost of
a medical college is also around
�150 crore. Educating medical
students in a simple building
without health infrastructure
and training them practically in
hospitals is the simplest and
most cost-effective way of
meeting the current demand
for doctors.

Lastly, gradual withdrawal
of most successive govern-

ments from health infrastruc-
ture has resulted in the short-
ages of hospital beds, oxygen,
ventilators, etc. We can clear-
ly notice an obsession of all
governments with health insur-
ance schemes especially for
the last two decades, rather
than expanding existing pub-
lic health infrastructure. It is
worth mentioning here that
health insurance generate addi-
tional burden on the existing
health infrastructure rather
than creating any new health
infrastructure. If the same
amount that has been spent on
health insurances by all gov-
ernments in last two decades
had been used to expand health
infrastructure, it would have
expanded our medical facilities
by around 10 per cent, which
would have not only provided
a lot of jobs but also saved the
lives of lakhs of people.
Moreover, we can find numer-
ous reports of misuse of insur-
ance schemes by private hos-
pitals by inflating bills through
unnecessary medical testing.
This has depleted most of the
insurance coverage. 

It is high time when all
Governments in India (Centre
or State) should come togeth-
er to prepare a roadmap to
abolish all systemic flaws in our
health system. Let us learn
from this pandemic and pre-
pare ourselves better for any
other such threat to human life
in the future.

(The writer is currently
pursuing masters in prosthetics
and orthotics from Pt Deen
Dayal Upadhyay National
Institute for Persons with
Physical Disabilities, New Delhi)
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The Ganapati imagery and the story
line running around makes out an
interesting reading. He is perceived

as having the head of an elephant with a
single tusk. He has a small mouse as his
mount. Animal forms have been exten-
sively used in Indian tradition to enlight-
en us on one or the other virtue, vital to
qualitative existence, evident in the par-
ticular animal’s behavioural pattern. The
fact that animal behaviour is in public
knowledge, it provides easy ground to
make an analogy.

Let us first have a brief run into the
legend pertaining to his origin. It is
believed that Goddess Parvati, Lord
Shiva’s consort, made a beautiful clay idol
in human form. She then infused life
into it. He was named Ganesa.

The story suggests that our gross
bodies are made of earthly matters.
When the fundamental element of con-
sciousness becomes available to the
form-body, it becomes alive. It implies
that left to itself, the gross body made of
earthly matter would remain a dead mat-
ter. The paradox, however, is that most of
us just identify oneself with the gross
body, seldom realising that our
dynamism is actually rooted to the con-

sciousness element. This eternal truth
needs to be understood and acknowl-
edged, is what comes out of this story.

In the above context, it is worth
mentioning here once again that as per
ancient India’s perception, Lord Shiva
symbolises the transcendent conscious-
ness — the seed-potential to create life.
His consort Parvati, by Herself no differ-
ent from Lord Shiva, serves as His kinet-
ic side, the immanent consciousness, the
power by which She makes life flow. The
above legend needs to be understood in
this background.

The legend further states that once
Ganesa stood guard with the instruction
that he should ensure that no body dis-
turbs Parvati while bathing in her private
chamber. Meanwhile, Lord Shiva comes
to join His consort. Ignorant of the fact
that Lord Shiva is his mother’s spouse,
Ganesa did not allow Him access and
rather stood firm in His path. When all
persuasions failed, a battle followed in
which, enraged Lord Shiva chopped off
Ganesa’s head. When Parvati learnt of
Ganesa’s death, her ire got aroused. In a
fit of anger, having lost her sensibility,
She could have destroyed the whole
Universe. Everybody got alarmed.

To pacify Parvati, Narada was sent to
her as a messenger. Parvati agreed to
relent on two conditions: (a) that Ganesa
had to be brought back to life and (b) he
should be granted Godly status with all
divine rights. In deference to Her wishes,
first Ganesa’s headless body was bathed
and cleaned. Meanwhile, the head was
lost in the din of battle. Shiva then sent
out his companions with the instruction
to kill and bring the head of the first liv-
ing being in sight. That happened to be
an elephant with one tusk. The elephant’s
head was transplanted on Ganesa’s body.
Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, the God trin-
ity personified, respectively assigned
with the functions of creation, suste-
nance and recycling life, joined hands
and brought back the dead Ganesa to
life. Shiva accepted Ganesa as His son.
He also made Him the lord of His com-
panions (the ganas), and so is also called
Ganapati (the lord of gana-s).

Here, how true is the story, is not the
point of deliberation. It is actually sug-
gestive of the fact that be it an animal or
a human existence, their dynamic exis-
tence is rooted in a common factor —
the consciousness element. Second, it is
only when all constituents of a form-

body are in place that the consciousness
element would be manifest. But for a
form-existence in place, the conscious-
ness element would not be in reckoning.

Let us now look at the educative
import inlaid with this particular sym-
bolism. Elephant is one animal which
has sensibilities and emotions akin to a
human being. It lives in herd where the
order of their leader is strictly obeyed.
They remain as possessive of their mates
as human beings. They can be seen
weeping following death of their fellow
being. They are even believed to dig
ground and bury their dead. They get
enraged if ever their privacy is ever
encroached upon. And since they have
longest memory, the elephant hits upon
the person who encroached his privacy,
if ever noticed much later. The elephant
exactly remembers the track it followed
in the past in search of food or water and
will try that option when faced with
scarcity. Thus, goes the proverb: “ele-
phantine memory” to mean infallible
memory.
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