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uthless attacks on the vanquished Opposition workers continued in West Bengal
with at least 8 people losing
their lives to alleged Trinamool
Congress violence in various
parts of the State in the past 24
hours or so, reports said.
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee made a public appeal
asking the people to remain
indoors and refrain from
engaging in violence, but political animosity degenerated into
bloodshed.
Indian Secular Front worker Hasanur Zaman was repeatedly bombed to death at De
Ganga in North 24 Parganas
while BJP worker Haran
Adhikari was shot in Sonarpur.
Another BJP supporter
succumbed to bullet injury at
Moynaguri in Jalpaiguri district
of North Bengal. A third BJP
worker was shot dead at
Burapancha village near
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ustaining the tempo of airSoxygen
lifting the much-needed
from abroad, an aircraft
of the IAF flew non-stop for 12
hours to bring home oxygen
from Frankfurt, Germany. The
C-17 transport plane ferried
four empty cryogenic containers from there and landed at the
Hindon airbase, Ghaziabad.
Similarly, another C-17 aircraft airlifted 450 oxygen cylinders from Brize Norton in the
UK to the Chennai airbase in
Tamil Nadu. In the past few
days, the IAF planes carried out
numerous sorties to ferry the
containers from Singapore,
Thailand and United Arab
Emirates.

Sitalkuchi in Coochbehar
where CAPF firing had claimed
four lives during the elections.
A woman was bumped off
at Ranaghat in Nadia district
while a Left supporter was
killed in Murshidabad, sources
said. Another BJP man was
allegedly beaten to death at
Beleghata in North Kolkata,
party men alleged.
Properties, including
motorcycles, of BJP and
CPI(M) supporters were
destroyed at Chakdaha,
Haringhata and other areas of
Nadia district, sources said.
Bengal BJP president Dilip
Ghosh alleged that the houses
of BJP men were vandalised
and torched at Bhagwanpur
and Patashpur in East
Midnapore while saffron party
offices were torched at
Balurghat and North Dinajpur
in North Bengal. He appealed
to the Chief Minister to “stop
this carnage and let the people
live in peace.”

n a sad end of the panchayIdozen
at elections, more than half a
candidates in the panchayat polls have died across
the State before they were
declared elected by the returning officer.
Re-poll will now be held on
these seats later.
According to reports, most
of the candidates died following Covid like symptoms but
none of them had got themselves tested or treated because
they did not wish to be barred
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he people of West Bengal
T
had put the rulers of Delhi
in their place by handing them
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out a stunning loss in the
Assembly elections and this
“proves that the BJP is not a
shahenshah,” Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said.
Mamata will take oath for
the third time in a row as
Bengal Chief Minister on May
5, senior party leader and
Minister of the outgoing State
Cabinet Partho Chatterjee said
after the TMC Legislator party
on Monday unanimously elected her as the Leader of the
TMC Legislature Party.
She alleged the BJP had
misused the poll body to defeat
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n yet another hospital
Irecent
tragedy in the country in
days, 24 patients, 23 of
them Covid-infected, died in
Karnataka’s Chamarajanagar
due to alleged oxygen shortage
in the district hospital
in the last 24 hours, with the
Government warning of stringent action against those
found guilty.
The Government ordered
a probe into the matter and
appointed senior IAS officer
Shivayogi Kalasad as the
inquiry officer.
Following the incident,
Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa
convened a meeting with oxygen producers, where a number of decisions were taken to
ensure supply of allocated
quantity of oxygen to the State
by the Centre.
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Ghosh led a team of BJP
leaders to meet the Governor
at Raj Bhavan. He said,
“Elections are over and whatever ill-feeling should now be
forgotten… Instead of that our
workers and those of some
other political parties are being
systematically targeted, beaten
up, murdered and their properties destroyed. We have been
forced to transfer the victims of
this violence to other safer
places. I request the Chief
Minister to order her men to
stop this or else we shall be
forced to resume campaign
from tomorrow.”
Refuting the charges, TMC
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said, “Our leader Mamata
Banerjee has asked people not
to indulge in violence. In none
of the cases, the TMC is
involved. In fact, it is the fight
between the old and the new
BJP men. The old BJP men are
beating up the new entrants
who went from the TMC.”

from the counting process.
The State Election
Commission (SEC) had said
the candidates and their
agents will be allowed to enter
the counting centres only if
they have tested negative for
Covid-19 in the 48 hours
prior to the commencement of
the counting process or taken
both doses of the vaccine.
Pinky, who contested the
village pradhan post in
Kurawali in Mainpuri district, won the election on
Sunday. However, she died
before the counting could
take place.
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Among these were to
reduce the time taken to refill
oxygen tankers, provide a green
corridor for faster commuting
of oxygen tankers and avoid
unnecessary delay at toll gates.
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he Supreme Court on
T
Monday rejected the pleas
of Election Commission of
India to ban media reporting
on the Madras High Court’s
observations that the poll panel
was singularly responsible for
Covid-19 deaths and it should
be booked for murder.
Justices DY Chandrachud
and MR Shah advised the EC
to take the criticism by the
Madras High Court in the
right spirit. “The ECI is a seasoned constitutional body
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C
Monday called for mandatory

stay at quarantine centres and
Covid-19 tests for those arriving from other States.
He said that in several
rural areas of the State, those
arriving from other States and
returning migrated workers
have been found Covid positive.
To put a break to the
spread in the villages, those
arriving from other states and
workers should be put on
mandatory quarantine at the
centre for a few days.
The centre should be
established outside the village, an official communication informed, adding that

Utilising the service of the
LPG tanker tanker drivers in
case of emergency was also
another important decision.
Health Minister Dr K
Sudhakar maintained that only

three people had died due of
oxyten shortage and not 24 as
reported, though he stressed
that the probe would reveal the
truth.
The incident evoked a
sharp response from the
Congress, with party leader
Rahul Gandhi wondering
“how much more suffering
before the ‘system’ wakes up.
In heart-breaking episodes
preceding today’s incident in
the country, a fire at a mall in
Mumbai housing a Coviddesignated hospital in March
left nine, including those on
ventilators, dead, while 22
Covid-19 patients who
were either on ventilator or
oxygen support, suffocated to
death when their oxygen supply stopped suddenly due to a
malfunction in the main storage at a civic hospital in
Nashik.

their Covid test should also be
conducted.
Only after their report is
negative, they should be
allowed to shift to their village.
The Chief Minister directed the Panchayat office bearers, all State Government rural
departments’ employees,
mitanins, Anganwadi workers
and kotwars to keep an eye on
those arriving from other
states in the villages.
The directive was issued
by the Chief Minister after a
virtual interaction with
mitanins and health workers
of Bilaspur and Surguja divisions.

which has been entrusted with
functions of conducting the
elections. We cannot in today’s
times say media will not report
the discussions that take place
in court,” the Bench said.
The Bench went on to
point out that the discussions
that take place in the courts are
of importance and are in public interest. “It’s not a mono-

logue that one person will
speak and then judges will
speak. We have an Indian pattern of arguments in
court...There is an aspect of
the application of mind. First
prayer of don’t report what is
said in court was farfetched,”
said Justice Chadrachud
rejecting the EC plea.
“When something is
observed, it’s in the larger
public interest. They (Judges)
are also humans and they are
also stressed...Take this in the
correct spirit,” said Justice
Shah.

her but failed, “thanks to the
people of Bengal”.
Refusing to let her anger
on the Election Commission
die down, Mamata complained
how the counting of votes at
Nandigram was manipulated
at gunpoint to ensure that she
lost by a wafer-thin margin.
“I have an SMS with me…
it was sent by someone... it said
the Returning Officer of
Nandigram was forced not to
order a recount at gunpoint…
he said he had risk his life and
family if he ordered a
recount… But I will not take it
lying down. I will move the
court and definitely tell all the
officials to preser ve the
VVPAT and other papers,” she
said.
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day after the Supreme
Court advised the Central
and State Governments to consider a lockdown to break the
chain of Covid-19 transmission, prominent industrialist
and trader bodies have called
for a nationwide shutdown.
Prominent industrialist
and Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) president Uday
Kotak called for the curtailment of economic activity “to
reduce suffering” due to the
deadly second wave of Covid19 cases in India.
“At this critical juncture
when the toll of lives is rising,
the CII urges the strongest
national steps, including curtailing economic activity, to
reduce suffering,” Uday Kotak
said in a tweet.
Kotak has asked for the
highest-level response measures to address the rising
wave of Covid-19 cases, as
currently safeguarding lives is
key to cut the transmission
links.
“The healthcare infrastructure and supply build-up
are being undertaken on an
emergency basis by the
Governments at the Centre
and States, but will take time,”
he said.
Earlier, several experts as
well as leading economists suggested the Government a
nationwide lockdown is the
only solution to break the
chain of Covid infections. From
US epidemiologist Anthony
Fauci to AIIMS Director
Randeep Guleria, all have suggested a complete lockdown.
An online survey conducted by the Confederation of

All India Traders (CAIT)
showed that at least 67.5 per
cent participants are in favour
of nationwide lockdown while
78.2 per cent people have said
they agreed that corona has
become uncontrollable.
CAIT national president
and secretary general Praveen
Khandelwal on Monday urged
the Prime Minister to immediately impose a nationwide
lockdown in order to break the
chain of infections during the
second Covid-19 wave.
CAIT said in the event of
a national lockdown, the trading community across the
country will ensure the supply
of essential items like last year.
Over 9,000 respondents participated in the online survey.
Amid an exponential rise
in coronavirus cases, the SC
on Sunday urged the Centre
and States “to consider imposing a lockdown to break the
chain in the interest of public
welfare”.
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Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
Government has extended
the coronavirus-induced curfew in the entire State by two
more days, May 6. As per the
latest order, the restrictions
will remain in place in all 75
districts till May 6 morning.
The restrictions were slated
to be lifted on May 4 morning. This is the second extension of lockdown-like curfew
in the country’s most populous State.
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ith people rushing for
W
computerised tomography scan (CT-scan) at the
slightest sign of Covid-19
symptom, the Government has
asked them not to do so as it
can have health side-effects as
serious as cancer besides causing holes in their pocket.
“In mild Covid-19 illness
CT-scan is not needed, rather
it can result in cancer in young
people in their later stage of life.
One CT-Scan is equivalent to
300 chest x-rays, it’s very harmful,” said AIIMS director and
pulmonologist Dr Randeep
Guleria.
CT scan and markers are
being misused. A lot of people are getting CT scans
done. There is no use of the
scan in the early stages, as it

will not detect Covid properly in mild cases, Dr Guleria
said.
Guleria, who is also a
member of the national pandemic task force, added
blood tests can’t always prove
Covid infections as other
underlying diseases can also
trigger a spike in biomarkers.
The CT-scan machine
takes cross-sectional images

of the body using computers
and rotating X-ray machines.
They are being used to detect
Covid infections by detecting
signs of pneumonia or white
patches in the lungs. More
people are relying on the
expensive scan than last year
as reports suggest the mutant
variants of the virus can go
undetected in the gold standard RT-PCR test.
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amil Nadu’s sombre mood
T
due to Covid-19 pandemic gave way to celebrations,
music, dance and bursting of
firecrackers since Sunday
evening when it was known
that MK Stalin would form the
next government as the DMK
won a comfortable majority in
the legislative Assembly polls.
By late Sunday evening, the
DMK headquarters and Stalin’s
personal bungalow came under
a security blanket as the cops
of the State Armed Police took
over the entire route.
Limousines
with
Government number plates
were the first ones to reach
Stalin’s house and since then
there has been no end to the
number of visitors calling in.
DMK cadre from all over the
State flooded the party headquarters as the route to Stalin’s
residence was completely taken
over by security men.

It was fun, music and
dance ever ywhere. Party
activists with pictures of Stalin
pinned to their pockets (a
show of obeisance to

Thalapathy, as Stalin is
addressed by friends and
cadre) were seen distributing
sweets to all those who had visited the party headquarters.

Iniyavan, popularly known
as Idli King of Tamil Nadu, had
come to the party office to pay
his respect to the Chief
Minister designate. He made

the day a memorable one to all
those who had come to the
party headquarters with a special gift. A specially made idli,
aptly titled Kalaignar Idli, was
Iniyavan’s gift to Stalin. It took
him and four of his assistants
nearly ten hours to cook the
idli which resembled the face
of M Karunanidhi, the former
Chief Minister and Stalin’s
father.
“This is a special idli and
not for consuming. It has nine
kinds of grains engraved on it
with colouring agents
approved by the Food and
Drug Agency. This is our tribute to Karunanidhi as well as
a welcome gift for Stalin,” said
Iniyavan, who holds a world
record in the different varieties
of idlis. Iniyavan can make
more than 100 varieties of
idlis, namely, chocolate idli,
coconut idli, vanilla idli, jasmine idli, carrot idli and a host
of steam cakes with different
flavours.
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fter Haryana’s Deputy
Chief Minister Dushyant
A
Chautala’s request to the Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman for GST exemption
on oxygen concentration, Delhi
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia
Monday also wrote to the
Minister saying oxygen concentrators have emerged as
‘essential life support machines’
in present circumstances and
GST should be exempted on
them.

Delhi has been reporting
over 300 Covid-19 fatalities
every day mainly due to oxygen
supply lacking in hospitals.
Under such circumstances,
Sisoida, the Nodal Minister
for Covid 19 crisis management and Finance Minister in
Delhi Cabinet, requested
Sitharaman and wrote, it had
emerged as “essential life support machines” given the surging Covid cases in the Capital
and citizens would benefit if the
GST complement of the price
could be waived off.

Sisodia wrote, Delhi has
16,272 non-ICU oxygen beds
and 4,866 oxygen beds and the
Delhi Government was working on a war footing at creating 15,000 oxygenated nonICU beds.
1,200 ICU beds over next
10 days even as more than
50,000 COVID patients were in
home isolation.
He expressed gratitude to
Sitharaman for the Centre’s
decision for allowing the
import of oxygen concentrators
for personal use through ecommerce portals till July 32
this year and the reduction of
IGST on these from 28% to
12%
However, these oxygen
concentrators had become
“essential life support
machines” during the ongoing
and unprecedented health crisis and steps could be considered to further lower the financial burden on those purchasing them, he stated.
“It would be appropriate if
the Government of India and
the GST Council consider
exempting GST on oxygen
concentrators for a period of six
months to make them more
affordable for our citizens,” he
wrote.
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lert Delhi Police personnel
A
rescued a 75-year-old man
and his son from a fire in south
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nitiating its first vaccination
Irence
drive for Covid -19 deterat 301 centres operationalise by the Government
schools for 18-44 age group, the
Delhi Government on Monday
said it will expand immunisation centres in all 272 wards for
swift actions as vaccination is
the only weapon to combat
coronavirus.
“About 92 lakh people have
been registered for the free vaccination drive for 18-44 years,
a Government official said.
While the city administration is aiming to set up 3000
vaccination centres which will
be operating at 300 schools
across Delhi, many people had
to travel inter-districts to get

AP]YP]SX\aX

vaccinated due to non - availability of the vaccine at their
nearest centres mentioned in
the list released by Delhi
Government on Sunday, particularly people residing in
south-west district.
To mount surveillance on
the ongoing vaccination drive
at limited centres, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
and Cabinet Minister Gopal
Rai also visited different centres located West Vinod Nagar
and Shahdara.
Explaining the situation,
Sisodia said the Government
has received 4.5 lakh vaccination doses until now, on the
basis of which 301 vaccination
centres have been set up in 76
schools across Delhi, vaccinating 45,100 citizens.

0\TSXRPS\X]XbcTabcWTUXabcS^bT^U2^eXS (ePRRX]Tc^h^d]VQT]TUXRXPahPcP
ePRRX]PcX^]RT]caTX]P6^eTa]\\T]cbRW^^[X]=Tf3T[WX^]<^]SPh
AP]YP]SX\aX

“The West Vinod Nagar
Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya
School in itself has 5 centres
that are working parallelly in
the school.
We want to ensure that all
citizens between the ages of 1845 are vaccinated, and are
committed to scale vaccination
centres in Delhi in a way that
each school has 10 vaccination
centres.”
Rai said, “We are regularly communicating and as and
when we receive the next
consignment, we will keep
increasing the number of centres”
As per the data of Delhi
government, more than 33
lakh doses have been administered since the initiation of
Covid-19 vaccination in Delhi

till now.
“More than 7 lakh beneficiaries have been completely
vaccinated with 2 doses of vaccination while daily vaccination
capacity for the 45 plus age
group is about 60,000,” a Delhi
government official said.
“As per the ongoing trend,
youth are on the target of
Wuhan virus, we should get
vaccinate ourselves as soon as
possible, however, amid lockdown restriction, traveling to
other district is trouble when
the virus is in air,” said
Mandar Lokhande , a public
servant, who travelled central
district to get his first shot of
Corona vaccine, adding, “I am
happy though as to get vaccine is priority and will give
sense of relief.”

Delhi’s CR Park area on
Monday.
The man has been identified as Someer while his son
has been identified as 30 yearold Agnibha.
According to a senior
police official, on Monday at
3.03 AM, police control room
(PCR) received a call about a
house in CR Park has caught
fire,
following which
Emergency Response Vehicle
(ERV) was dispatched for the
spot.
“Police reached the spot
where house owner Kalyani
Chaterjee said that her son
Agnibha is a psychiatric patient
and he has allegedly lit fire in
her house.
Her husband Someer, a
diabatic patient, and son were
inside the house,” said the
senior police official.
“Someer was rescued from
his bedroom by breaking the
door.
Police heard a cry for help
from inside the room, but due
to heavy fire and smoke, the
exact location was not traceable,” he said.
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he North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC) has
activated 24 hours tele counselling service for Covid-19
patients through its helpline no
1800 200 8701.
Mayor of North Delhi Jai
Prakash informed that the civic
body has introduced consultation from Ayurvedic doctors.
However, residents can also
take consultations from
Allopathic doctor as well.
“All one need to do is to
dial a helpline number and
press 4 after that to get connected with doctors,” he said,
adding that in cases of consul-

BC055A4?>AC4AQ =4F34;78

aced with shortage of oxygen, some hospitals in Delhi
F
on Monday sent out desperate
SOS calls to authorities to
replenish their dwindling
stocks. AAP national
spokesperson Raghav Chadha
responded to calls and provided immediate help to save
many lives.
The AAP leader also
appealed to the Centre to
ensure delivery of Oxygen to
Delhi.
Replying to SOS call of
Irene Hospital situated in
Kalkaji, he tweeted “It has been
taken care of. We have earmarked 8 D-type oxygen cylinders to IRENE Hospital from
our Rajghat Response Point. As
our oxygen reserves are quickly depleting, we urge Centre to
ensure that committed oxygen
supply to Delhi is delivered,”
The hospital in the message
said that it was left with one
hour of Oxygen and 27 of
patients are on Oxygen support
and seven on high flow supply.
Similarly, Chadha provid-

ed four D-type oxygen cylinders from our Rajghat response
point to Dharamveer Solanki
MultiSpeciality Hospital
(Rohini) and averted any
tragedy.
“We are in touch with the
hospital administration and
have allocated four D-type
oxygen cylinders from our
Rajghat Response Point. We
shall spare no effort to address
each and every SOS. But we at
the Delhi Govt are raising
#SOS too. Please give us our
allocated share of oxygen,” he
said in a tweet.
The AAP leader also made
available 10 D-type oxygen
cylinders to IBS Hospital in
Lajpat Nagar who was running
out of Oxygen and lives of 37
were on stake.
“We have rushed 10 D-type
oxygen cylinders from our SOS
reserves to IBS hospital in
Lajpat Nagar, which would
help them tide over the crisis.
Sincerely hope that with the
intervention of judiciary, the
Centre will finally be charitable enough to give Delhi its
share of oxygen,” he tweeted.

tation required with allopathic doctors of Hindu Rao
Medical College, one can press
3 after dialing helpline.
The mayor said since a
large section of people, believe
in Ayurveda system of medicine and treatment, North
DMC has extended this service
in addition to Allopathy.
“It is an important step
towards providing consultations to the Covid patients
who are under treatment especially at home and their attendants or their family members
who are in trauma due to the
pandemic. This helpline would
certainly help in relieving their
trauma and guide them

towards the right line of treatment either in Allopathic or
Ayurvedic system of treatment
and medicine,” he added.
Municipal Commissioner,
Sanjay Goel said that the telecounselling would be done by
the senior faculty of Hindu Rao
Medical College for Allopathic
system of medicine, while
senior Ayush doctors practicing in Ayurveda would respond
to the queries of citizens as per
their choice.
“Their rich experience and
knowledge would help in treating the patients and their family members of the corona and
mental trauma of the disease,”
he said.

Jai Prakash further said
that the civic body started
covid helpline number 1800200-8701 for the convenience
of the citizens where they can
get information related to covid
testing centre, vaccination centre, hospital, covid care centre,
isolation centre, lifting of biomedical waste, cremation/ burial ground and queries related
to requirement of sanitization.
Now, this helpline as telecounselling tool is real source
of authentic information
regarding line of treatment of
disease and cure trauma
through various branch of
medicine and treatment, he
said.
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o fix accountability of oxygen supply in Gurugram,
the district administration has
roped in Vplak India, a professional company which manages supply chain of e- commerce companies like Amazon
and Flipkart, to make supply of
oxygen cylinder smooth In
Gurugram.
Gurugram Divisional
Commissioner Rajeev Ranjan
recently held a meeting with
Ravinder Yadav of Vplak India
and Pradeep Aggarwal, an
Artificial Intelligence expert.
Ranjan said that presently
there is no accounting of oxygen cylinders as many people
are taking cylinders, majority of
which are not returned.
There are reports that some
people are storing these cylinders.
He said that bar coding of
oxygen cylinders may be done

T

so that while distributing cylinders, mobile numbers and
Adhaar number of the person
receiving cylinder can be taken.
“If any cylinder does not
come for refilling in 48 hours,
then the details of receiver
person would be sent to Call
Centre, from where a call will
be made to him or her.
If he or she still requires
oxygen then it would be got
filled up, otherwise he or she
would be asked to return the
cylinder, so that it can be given
to another needy patient,”
Ranjan said, adding that the
company officials asked to
devise a mechanism for proper utilisation of available
resources”
Ranjan also said that the
district administration would
be requiring more number of
doctors and paramedical staff
for additional facilities and for
replacement of doctors who
have themselves become covid
positive.
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40-year-old ambulance
driver was arrested for
A
over-charging to shift Covid
patient from Govindpuri to All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) hospital.
The accused has been identified as Faizan, a resident of
Sangam Vihar.
According to a senior
police official, a complainant
Sonu Tiwari on Sunday lodged
a report where he alleged that
an ambulance driver charged
Rs 9,000 from him to shift his
elder brother, who was having
fever, from Transit Camp,
Govindpuri to Apollo Hospital
which is around seven kilometers.
“Thereafter, a dummy
client called the driver for
ambulance service from Majida

hospital to Apollo hospital.
After reaching the Majida hospital, the customer contacted
the ambulance driver to shift
his patient,” said the senior
police official.
“The driver demanded Rs
9,000 to shift the patient within a range of ten kilometers and
Rs 5,000 extra for waiting in
hospital parking. After bargaining, he agreed for Rs 8,500,”
he said.“When the dummy
customer gave him Rs 8,500
cash, police nabbed the accused
person. One ambulance was
seized from his possession,” he
added.
Earlier on Sunday, the
Delhi Police in Northwest district had arrested an ambulance
driver for allegedly charging Rs
14,000 to ferry the body of a
COVID-19 victim from the
hospital to the crematorium.

eaving no stone unturned to
provide assistance to the
needy, the Delhi Police has
released lifesaving injections,
medicines, oxygen and equipment like oxygen concentrators
to hospitals and care centers for
use by needy patients in the
national Capital.
According to police, so far
86 remdisivir injections, used
for critical care in high lungs
infection, have been released to
hospitals that include Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital,
BSA Hosipital, Deepchand
Bandhu Hospital, Park
Hospital, Kailash hospital,
CDMO, Terapanth Chhatarpur,
Rohini Covid Care Center and
DDMA North.
“Around 90 Fabipiravur
tablets have been given to
Deepchand Bandhu Hospital
by order of the District
Commissioner (DC) of North.
Over 100 remdisivir injections
are under process of release,
awaiting orders from authorities concerned,” said Chinmoy
Biswal, the Public Relation
Officer (PRO) of Delhi Police.
“Police have also released
70 oxygen cylinders to institutions that include the official in
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address spurt in cyber
Delhi Police
Tooffences,

Commissioner S N Shrivastava
on Monday directed to immediately put in place a comprehensive strategy. Police said
they are getting numerous

complaints regarding the
online fraud to the Covid
patients and they have registered eight FIRs in this connection in CyPAD and different police stations.
On Monday, a meeting of
all district Cyber Crime Cells
and Crime Branch was also
held coordinated by CyPAD of
Delhi Police. Senior officers of
Indian
Cyber
Crime
Coordination Center (I4C) of
MHA and National Payment
Corporation of India (NPCI)
were present as special invitees
in the meeting, a statement
released by police said.
The NPCI and I4C have
agreed to intensify cooperation
in this regard and to get the
bank accounts being used by
cyber criminals frozen and the
SIM cards being used by them
be escalated to DoT for mandatory KYC so that it becomes
further difficult for the criminals to continue with such
criminal practices, it said.
According to the statement, each and every com-

plaint shall be duly enquired
into and appropriate action
will be taken. CyPAD will act
as the nodal point for interacting on a daily basis with the
concerned authorities. All
major cyber-criminal networks
based out of Jamtara, Mewat,
Purulia etc. shall be under
intense scrutiny.
Police said in the statement
that they have urged the citizens to call on the COVID
helpline number 01123469900
to report incidents that includes
overcharged by ambulances,
harassment faced at cremation grounds, black-marketing of life saving drugs, oxygen
and medical articles, and cheating and fraud in name of supplying COVID drugs.
The inputs, regarding
online frauds, are being verified
and it is noticed that people in
desperation are not verifying
before transferring money
online to unknown persons
who claim to be oxygen or
medicine providers, the statement said.
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ith the arrest of four persons, the Delhi Police
W
has busted a racket of black
marketing of oxygen concentrator machines (OCM) which
is required for the treatment of
Covid-19 patients. Police said
that a total of 115 OCMs were
recovered from the possession
of the accused.
The accused have been
identified as Anuj Jain (40) and
his brother Anil Jain, a resident
of Janakpuri, Shekhar Kumar
(37), a resident of West
Sagarpur area and Keshav
Chaudhary, resident of Vaishali
Extension.
According to Rajiv Ranjan
Singh,
the
Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outernorth district,
police received specific inputs
that one Anuj Jain was selling
oxygen concentrator machines

on higher price and was
involved in profiteering.
“Thereafter, head constable
Arun Kumar was sent as a
decoy customer to purchase the
machine.
He found Anuj, along with
Shekhar Kumar, was inside a
car at Sanjay Gandhi Transport
Nagar,” said the DCP.
“Suring interrogation, the
accused Anuj agreed to sell one
oxygen concentrator machine
for Rs 1,10,000 and accepted Rs
5,000 as a token money, following
which
police
apprehended both the accused
persons.
Later, Chaudhary was also
arrested,” said the DCP.
“The accused persons
operating a godown at
Janakpuri which was found
locked. The godown was
searched at the instance of
Anuj and his brother Anil was
found present inside the locked

premises with oxygen concentrators,” said the DCP.
“Anil was also arrested by
Delhi Police Crime Branch in
2017 for changing old curren-

charge of DDMA West district,
CDMO Terapanth Ansari
Hospital, World Brain Centre
Hospital, Aarya Hospital,
Bhagat Chandra Hospital in
south west district. 140 oxygen
cylinders freshly seized are in
the process of release,” said
Biswal.
“Around 170 Oxygen concentrators seized by north district police have been released
to AIIMS (60), CAPF Hospital
(40) and Covid Care Centres
while over 100 concentrators
seized by Outer North district
and others are in the process of
release.
In the same manner, 66
Oxygen flow meters, 24 oxygen
regulators and 63 pulse
oxymeters have been released.
18 oxygen pumps and 28 oxygen flow meters are in the
pipeline for release,” said
Biswal.
“Over 190 remdesivir vials
seized by various police teams
were found fake. Crime
Branch has busted a fake
remdesivir manufacturing unit
at Kotdwara, Uttarakhand and
arrested 7 persons. Over 2000
fake remdesivir had already
come to market from this unit,
investigations have revealed,”
Biswal added.
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cy note worth Rs 5 crore. A
total of 115 oxygen concentrator, two cars and Rs 4,90,000
cash were recovered from their
possession,” the DCP added.
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Doctors, nurses like angels: CM Chhattisgarh
judicious use of
Remdesivir, plasma
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

C

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
hhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh
C
Baghel on Monday praised the dedication
and efforts of mitanins and rural health
workers battling Covid-19, calling them Godsent angels who are working tirelessly to save
the lives of people.

The Chief Minister spoke to the mitanins and
rural health workers via video conferencing.
He asked them about their health and wellbeing.
While addressing them, Baghel said the significant decline in the number of critical
Covid patients and speedy recovery of mild
and moderately infected patients are the

result of "your hard work and perseverance."
Availability of hospitals, treatment, medicines, oxygen beds and ICUs has also
improved noticeably. Especially in Raipur
and Bilaspur, the number of critical patients
has decreased, he said. The Chief Minister
further said that timely availability of Covid
medicine kits save the symptomatic patients

Grant relief to Chhattisgarh,
Baghel tells Sitharaman
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

grant relief to small and medium
businessmen of Chhattisgarh in
view of their problems after the
state was declared a ‘containment
zone’.
On a request of the Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (CCCI), the Chief
Minister has asked the Minister to
postpone the due date of filing
various returns in April and May,
an official communication said on
Monday.
Baghel also requested the Minister
to consider the extension by at
least three months the deadline
for principal and interest installments against business loans.
As a final and effective measure to
contain the second and more fatal
Covid pandemic in Chhattisgarh,
all the districts including Raipur

T

he distribution of medical
kits containing medicines for
patients having even mild symptoms of Covid-19 is helpful in
controlling the pandemic, especially in rural areas.
The Health Department said in a
press communiqué on Monday
that in a bid to check the pan-

Missing liquor,
two men die
after taking
sanitizer

F

have been declared containment
zones from April 9 to May 6.
Subsequently, the economic and
business activities have been
affected. As a result, small and
medium category businessmen
are facing financial crises.
The Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries has
demanded certain immediate
relief to help them overcome this

Medicine kits
effective against
infection: Govt

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

from the critical stage of the disease.
He interacted with the mitanins and health
workers from various villages in Sarguja,
Balrampur, Surajpur, Kota of Bilaspur districts and Kartala of Korba district, Pendra,
Mungeli of Gaurela-Pendra Marwahi district,
Janjgir-Champa district, Baramkela and
Tamnaar block of Raigarh district.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

hief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
C
has urged Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to

demic, a total of 6.29 lakh medicine kits have been distributed
across the state.
“The kits are provided to the
symptomatic patients at a very
initial stage,” said an official. “It
prevents the disease taking an
alarming proportion."
The kits are provided by the
mitanins and members of surveillance teams.

crisis, stated the official communication.
The Chief Minister has mentioned
that cash flow of business and
industries has got adversely affected. Hence, businessmen are having an extremely tough time
returning the principal and interest amount against the business
loans taken from banks and financial institutions.

hhattisgarh will be using
Remdesivir, Tocilizumab
and Convalescent plasma selectively vis-a-vis the Covid-19
patients from now on.
The Health Department is coming out with a new protocol on
their use based on the new
guidelines issued by the Central
government, Dr Subash Mishra,
Director, Epidemic Control,
Chhattisgarh, said on Monday.
Interacting with the media virtually, Dr Mishra said that
AIIMS/ICMR-C ovid-19
National Task Force/Joint
Monitoring Group has issued
new guidelines for the treatment

our men who were desperate for a drink but did not
have liquor due to lockdown
consumed hand sanitizer here.
Two of them died and two others were in a hospital, police
said on Monday.
The incident took place Sunday
night at a residential locality
near Lal Ganga Shopping mall
in the Gole Bazar police station
limits,
Raipur
Senior
Superintendent of Police Ajay
Kumar Yadav said.
They fell sick and were rushed
to the Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital (BRAMH)
where two of them died, Yadav
said.
The deceased were identified as
Raju Chhura and Vijay Kumar
Chouhan, both aged around 40.
Anil Chhediya and Chandan
Tiwari are in hospital.

MGNREGA works
underway amid pandemic
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
mid a lockdown enforced in
A
districts including Raipur, the
Chhattisgarh government has
told district collectors to open
employment under the Mahatma
Gandhi
National
Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA).
The instructions are helping the
rural economy to remain in
motion by providing employment
to the ruralites amid the Covid-19
induced lockdown, an official
statement said on Monday.
According to Zila Panchayat CEO
Bhatapara-Baloda Bazaar, a total
of 69,521 labourers have benefitted in the district under the
MGNREGA in the first week of
May.
These include 20,505 in Kasdol,
18,166 in Bilaigarh, 12,593 in
Simga, 6,943 in Baloda Bazaar,
5,926 in Bhatapara and 5,388 in
Janpad Panchayat of Palari.

Contact tracing of 52,649 done in Raipur
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
he contact tracing of 52,649 corona affected patients was carried out in Raipur district in April. Also, 43,887 citT
izens and high risk asymptomatic 1.79 lakh citizens who came in contact with these patients were traced.
Raipur Additional Collector Padmini Bhoi said in a statement on Monday that contact tracing is done in three shifts,
for which 285 officers and employees have been deployed.
Besides, 220 officers in the field are carrying out the tracing work.
She said that based on the information compiled by the team, the corona sampling team reaches the home of the
prospective people and conducts their corona test.

Amit Jogi files
petition on
reservation
in vaccines

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
Congress Chhattisgarh –
JJogianta
Jogi (JCC-J) President Amit
has filed a petition in the

As part of awareness campaign for Covid19, wall painting has been done at Telibandha area in Raipur.
Pioneer Photo

Chhattisgarh High Court against
the government's decision to vaccinate select people in the 18-44
years. Jogi said in a statement that
he had filed a petition at the
Bilaspur High Court through
advocate Arvind Shrivastava,

Strokes in young adults linked to Covid-19: Study
IANS n RAIPUR
team of Israeli researchers
A
have identified a link
between coronavirus and
stroke victims, especially in
healthy young people, media
reports said.
The global study led by
researchers at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem
involved at least 136 medical
centers in 32 countries,
i24news.tv reported.
Of the 380 patients who suffered stroke while suffering
from Covid-19, nearly 38 per
cent were asymptomatic to
the coronavirus, and had no

of Covid positive patients.
They have taken off Remdesivir,
Tocilizumab and Convalescent
plasma based on limited available evidence. Doctors have been
advised to use these medicines
and plasma only in specific circumstances.
With the new protocol, the use of
Remdesivir will further be
reduced, he added. The consent
of the patient is mandatory if
these medicines or plasma are to
be administered.
Dr Mishra said that except
Mahasamund, all other districts
have recorded a lower rate of
positive cases when compared to
Sunday. Thus, the overall situation is under control, he said.

recognisable symptoms from
the virus such as cough or
fever. The diagnosis came
only after they were admitted
to the hospital for stroke.
The study, published in the
journal
'Stroke',
led
researchers to fear that the
virus may increase the risk of
stroke, even in people without
chronic conditions like high
blood pressure or diabetes.
Of the 432 patients, 323 had
acute ischemic stroke, 91 had
intracranial hemorrhage, and
18 had cerebral venous or
sinus
thrombosis.
The
younger
patients
with
ischemic strokes had no

known existence of the types
of aclassical' risk factors that
contribute to the onset of
stroke such as vascular disease, high blood pressure, diabetes or smoking, the report
said. "This study further
strengthened our understanding of the link between coronavirus and stroke in young
patients," said Ronen Leker, a
professor from the varsity. "In
the future, we recommend
performing PCR tests routinely on all young stroke
patients, especially those who
have had a stroke, especially
in those with no known
pathologies," Leker added.

challenging the decision of the
government to prioritize the vaccination in state for Antyodaya
and BPL card holders. “Such a
reservation is not only immoral
but is unconstitutional," he said
in a press statement. “Let a medical expert decide who are prone
to the infection and the life-saving jabs must be given to those on
priority who have greater exposure to the infection," he said.
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larmed at various requests
appearing on social media
A
such as twitter regarding the
?=BQ =4F34;78

tates seem to have to wait
Ssupply
more to get the adequate
of vaccines, particularly Covishield with its manufacturer Adar Poonawalla of
Serum Institute of India (SII)
on Monday categorically stating that his firm cannot ramp
up production overnight as
vaccine making is a specialised
process.
The
statement
of
Poonawalla comes days after
he had said that due to “pressure and aggression” for him
and his family temporarily
leaving the country for the
UK, as “everyone wants the
vaccine to be available in the
quickest possible time.” This is
likely to impact the vaccination drive that was kicked off
from May 1 to cover 18 + population i.e. about 60 crore
people.
In a statement here,
Poonawalla said that it has
orders from the Government
to supply 11 crore more doses
over the next few months on
top of 15 crore already supplied, Poonawalla said. He
further said that another 11
crore doses will be supplied to

states and private hospitals in
the next few months. “We
have got all kinds of support,
be it scientific, regulatory and
financial. As of today, we
received total orders of over 26
crore doses, of which we supplied more than 15 crore
doses. We have also got 100
per cent advance of Rs 1,732.5
crore by the GOI for the next
tranche of 11 crore doses in
the next few months,” he said.
Earlier in the day, the
Union Ministry of Health said
that 11 crore doses of
Covishield are to come from
SII during May, June and July.
Another 5 crore doses of
Covaxin have been ordered
from Bharat Biotech India Ltd
for the same months.
Poonawalla, however, did
not give a timeline for supplying the vaccines. Punebased SII can produce 6-7
crore doses a month and is
reportedly planning to ramp
up production to 10 crore by

July.
Though the Centre has
among various steps opened
up vaccination for all above 18
years from May 1, the procurement of jabs has been left
to states and private hospitals.
This has led to state after
state rushing to SII, which can
meet only a small part of the
demand.
Serum is licensed to manufacture COVID shots from
AstraZeneca Plc and Novavax
Inc. But so far, the government
has
approved
only
AstraZeneca’s Covishield vaccine for use.
The Government has also
approved the homegrown
Covaxin vaccine of Bharat
Biotech. Russia’s Sputnik V
vaccine too has been approved
for emergency use.
SII CEO Poonawalla, who
is currently in London, said the
population of India is huge and
to produce enough doses for all
adults is not an easy task.
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he Union Home Ministry
has ordered deployment
of 50 additional companies
(5,000 personnel) of the
Central paramilitary forces in
Jammu and Kashmir to augment law and order security
grid in the Union Territory
from May 7. The move comes
after a request to the effect was
made J&K DGP through a letter on April 27 and it was
approved by the Centre the
next day.
The mobilisation is being
made “for augmentation of
existing deployment grid to
effectively manage law and
order and security duties.”
On the decision for

T

deployment of the 50 Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
or Central paramilitary companies, the order said, “The
matter has been considered in
this Ministry, it has been decided to provide 50 companies of
CAPF (CRPF-20, BSF-10, SSB10, ITBP-05 and CISF-05 com-

panies) to Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir by May 7.
“The UT Administration
of Jammu & Kashmir is
requested to work out the
detailed deployment plan in
consultation with the respective CAPFs and the deployment of the CAPFs companies
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ustaining the tempo of airlifting the much-needed
Soxygen
from abroad, an aircraft of the IAF flew non-stop
for 12 hours to bring home
oxygen from Frankfurt,
Germany. The C-17 transport plane ferried four empty
cryogenic containers from
there and landed at the
Hindan airbase, Ghaziabad.
Similarly, another C-17
aircraft airlifted 450 oxygen
cylinders from Brize Norton
in the UK to the Chennai airbase in Tamil Nadu. In the
may be made only after completing the mandatory quarantine period to break the
chain of coronavirus, reads
the order issued on April 28.
Keeping in view the
Covid-19 situation, the Home
Ministry advised the Jammu
and Kashmir administration to
take necessary transportation/logistics/accomodation
and other arrangements
required in connection with
deployment of the CAPFs
within the UT, as per the
Government guidelines on the
subject. The deployment of the
additional paramilitary personnel will be organised by UT
Administration, added the
copy of the order.
Presently, 60 battalions of
the CRPF and 10 battalions of
other CAPFs are deployed on
the ground in the Union
Territory for law and order as
also for the security duty roles,
sources said. The additional
troops are likely to be also used
for the conduct of the
Amarnath Yatra, they added.

past few days, the IAF planes
carried out numerous sorties
to ferry the containers from
Singapore, Thailand and the
United Arab Emirates.
An Italian air force transport plane landed here on
Monday with a team of medical experts, oxygen generation plant and ventilators to
help India fight the pandemic. The oxygen generation
system capable of supplying
the gas to the entire hospital
will be deployed at the IndoTibetan
B order
Police(ITBP)hospital in
Greater Noida.

adoption of kids whose parents
have died due to Covid-19, the
National Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) has warned the common citizens/NGOs to refrain
from doing so and written to
States and Union Territories,
urging them to inform child
protection authorities about
such orphans.
“The commission has
been made aware of instances
where it has been seen that
many NGOs are advertising
about the children who have
become orphans after losing
both their parents to Covid19,” NCPCR chairperson
Priyank Kanoongo has written
to chief secretaries across the
States in a letter.
He said that “in such a sad
situation of the surge in
Covid-19 cases in the country
there are situations arising
where the child has lost both
its parents or is found to be
abandoned. It may be noted
that the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015 provides for the
procedure to be followed for
children who have lost their
family support and have
become children in need of
care and protection.”

The missive followed
complaints that a few NGOs
and individuals had been on
their own on the social platforms like twitter and
WhatsApp urging people to
help such kids “get a new life
and spread the word,” while
sharing their contact numbers.
The procedure under the
JJ Act, 2015 ensures that children are provided all the minimum standards of care and
their rights are upheld and
protected, Kanoongo said.
“Therefore, it is of utmost
importance that these children
who have lost their family
support must be produced
before the child protection
authorities of the district, and
information about these children must be shared with the

authorities”
He also pointed out that it
was necessary for every individual, entity, organisation or
NGO to ensure that any information received about
orphaned and abandoned
children during these Covid
times is shared on the helpine
1098.
“Similarly, it is further
requested that if any such
information for an abandoned
or orphaned children is
received by any entity, organisation, NGO then the same
can be also be informed to the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
either through email
(cp.Ncpcr@nic.In) or through
telephone (011-23478250) for
assistance and help to the
children,” the letter said.
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he CBI on Monday said it
has registered a case in
T
connection with the “ISRO
spy case” in compliance to a
Supreme Court order of April
15 this year for taking action
against the erring police officers who allegedly framed scientist S Nambi Narayanan in a
false espionage case.
Earlier, the case was registered by Kerala Police on
October 20, 1994, as Crime No.
225/94 at Police Station
Vanchiyoor, Trivandrum
against a Maldivian National
under Foreigner’s Act on the
allegations of overstaying in
India after the expiry of the
visa.
Subsequently, another case
as Crime No. 246/1994 dated
November 13, 1994, was also
registered at Vanchiyoor Police
station under Official Secrets

Act 1923 and Section 34 (common intention) of IPC against
two accused Maldivian nationals on the allegations that they,
in collusion with some others,
had taken part in the activities
against the sovereignty and
integrity of India and indulged
in other activities which would
harm the cordial relations of
India with its neighbours.
Later, the investigation of
both the said cases was
entrusted to a SIT of Kerala
police. In Crime no. 246/1994,
besides said two accused, four
more persons including two
scientists working at Liquid
Propulsion Systems Centre
(LPSC) of ISRO were arrested on the charges of espionage

activities.
Further, the investigation
of both these cases was transferred to CBI. In the
Espionage case, CBI submitted Final Report (charge
sheet) before the Chief Judicial
M a g i s t r a t e ,
Ernakulam(Kerala) which was
accepted by the Court. While
submitting the said report in
the Espionage case, the allegations pertaining to espionage were found to be false.
One of the scientists S
Nambi Narayanan took the
matter for taking action
against the erring officials to
the apex court by way of filing a civil writ petition.
The SC, in its judgement
dated September 14, 2018 in
the Civil Appeal No. 66376638/2018), awarded compensation of Rs 50 lakh to
Narayanan on several counts
and also ordered the consti-

tution of a Committee, for
obtaining actual scenario
including arrest, false implication of the said scientist and
to find out ways for taking
appropriate steps against the
erring officials, the CBI said.
Accordingly, a Committee
under the Chairmanship of a
retired judge of the SC, was
constituted by the Union
Home Ministry, it said.
The Committee, after
conducting inquiry, submitted
its report before the apex
court. Based on the said
enquir y report, the SC
through an order on April 15
directed the CBI to proceed in
the matter in accordance with
law, being a Court directed
enquiry.
“Accordingly, as per the
directions of Hon’ble Supreme
Court, CBI has registered a
case,” the agency said in a
statement.
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xternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Sunday took
E
on the Congress, which had

attempted to project that the
Central Government had collapsed and foreign embassies
were reaching out to the
Opposition for help with their
Covid-19 medical emergencies.
On Sunday, the New
Zealand Embassy in New Delhi
tweeted an SOS tagging youth
leaders of the Congress, saying,
“Could you please help with
oxygen cylinder urgently at
the New Zealand High
Commission? Thank you.”
Youth Congress president
BV Srinivas responded to the
request and tweeted an hour
later saying, “We have reached
New
Zealand
High
Commission with oxygen

cylinders. Please open the gates
and save a soul on time.”
However, the New Zealand
Embassy apologised soon after,
saying, “We are trying all
sources to arrange for oxygen
cylinders urgently and our
appeal has unfortunately been
misinterpreted, for which we
are sorry.”
The apology came after
Jaishankar rebutted Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh, who
had on Saturday accused the
Government of being completely dysfunctional and unresponsive towards medical
emergency at the Philippines
Embassy.
On Saturday, the Indian
Youth Congress had tweeted a
video claiming that its members were providing medical
emergency services at the
Embassy of the Philippines in

New Delhi.
Ramesh tweeted the video,
saying, “While I thank @IYC
for its stellar efforts, as an
Indian citizen I’m stunned that
the youth wing of the opposition party is attending to SOS
calls from foreign embassies. Is
the
MEA
sleeping
@DrSJaishankar?”
To this, Jaishankar tweeted
on Sunday morning, “MEA
checked with the Philippines
Embassy. This was an unsolicited supply as they had no
Covid cases. Clearly for cheap
publicity by you know who.
Giving away cylinders like this
when there are people in desperate need of oxygen is simply appalling. Jairamji, MEA
never sleeps; our people know
across the world. MEA also
never fakes; we know who
does.”
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eacting to reports of the
Central Vista as essential
<70bTTZbaT_^acUa^\1T]VP[ R
service, Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera has attacked the
6^ec^]_^bc_^[[eX^[T]RT
Union Government and raised
80=BQ =4F34;78

he Union Home Ministry
on Monday sought a
report from the West Bengal
Government on the post election violence in the State targeting Opposition political
workers.
The Home Ministry in a
letter to the West Bengal Chief
Secretary has asked him to
submit a detailed report on the
violence that broke out in
parts of the state on Sunday
evening even as trends and
results from the Assembly
election were pouring in.
The houses and vehicles of
some Bharatiya Janata Party
candidates were allegedly
attacked and a party office at

T

Arambagh was set on fire. The
vehicle of Suvendu Adhikari,
who defeated Chief Minister
Mamata
Banerjee
in
Nandigram, was also reportedly attacked.
“MHA has asked West
Bengal Government for a
report on the post election violence targeting opposition
political workers in the state,”
the
Home
Ministr y
Spokesperson tweeted.
After the violence,
Trinamool Congress leaders,
however, said they had nothing to do with any such incidents in West Bengal and
urged people to maintain
peace and follow Covid-19
protocols.
At Natabari, the car of BJP

candidate Mihir Goswami was
learnt to be damaged after the
Election
Commission
announced his victory from
Natabari in north Bengal
defeating Rabindranath
Ghosh, minister and senior
TMC leader.
A BJP party office at
Arambagh was set ablaze
where the party’s candidate
Madhusudan Bag defeated
TMC’s Sujata Mondal by
around 7,100 votes.
At Siuri, a BJP office was
ransacked and the local party
leader’s tractor was set ablaze.
A similar incident was
reported from Kolkata’s
Beleghata constituency where
a BJP candidate’s garage was
set on fire.

questions about the vaccines.
Addressing a Press conference on Monday Khera said,
“Central Vista is an essential service, amid this pandemic in the
Capital where thousands are
dying every day, lakhs are suffering and struggling for hospital beds, for oxygen, for medicines, in the same capital city, the
Central Vista is an essential
service, but the vaccine will
come in July, is that a joke?”
He said over the last 15 days,
the tragedies in the hospitals that
we have all witnessed in Delhi,
which is the capital city, a few
kilometres from the Central
Vista, hospitals are pleading
through social media, through
media, they are pleading, begging for oxygen.
“Is the vaccine available? We

CWT2^]VaTbb
ST\P]STS
PdSXcX]VP]S
SXbcaXQdcX^]^U
U^aTXV]PXS[XZT
X]YTRcX^]b
^ghVT]
have been told by the manufacturers that it wouldn’t be available before July. I don’t want to
remind Hon’ble Prime Minister
what he said in January at the
World Economic Forum that by
August, 300 million people
would be vaccinated,” he said.
The Congress demanded
auditing and distribution of foreign aid like injections, oxygen
and other drugs. “We request
and demand from the
Government, every day, please
make public, share it with every
Indian, where has this aid come
from, where is it going -- which
state, which hospital, which
agency,” he said.
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special NIA court in
Kerala’s Ernakulam on
A
Monday sentenced a fake
Indian currency note (FICN)
racketeer to six years rigorous
imprisonment besides imposing a fine in connection with
the Thrissur FICN case.
An NIA spokesperson said
here that the special court for
NIA cases in Ernakulam convicted Ali Hossain aka
Mohammed Ali Hossain, 30, a
resident of Murshidabad district in West Bengal, under several sections of the Indian
Penal Code in a 2018 FICN
case and sentenced him to six
years rigorous imprisonment
besides imposing a fine of Rs
85,000 on him for his role in
procuring, possessing and circulating FICN in Kerala.
The official said that a case

was originally registered at the
Thrissur East police station
on August 19, 2018 against
Hossain following the seizure
of two FICNs of Rs 2,000
denomination from his possession.
Based on Hossain’s interrogation, 101 fake notes of Rs
2,000 face value each were
recovered from his residence in
Palakkad district.

NIA had taken over the
case on October 27, 2018.
The official said that investigation had revealed that in
2018, Hossain had conspired
with accused Alim Sheik, a
Bangladeshi national who is
absconding, to smuggle FICN
into Kerala, with an intention
to use the same as genuine
Indian currency for unlawful
gains.
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peace prevailing along the 194 km
long international border between India
Sandhattering
Pakistan across Jammu frontier, the
Pakistani rangers early Monday morning targeted a BSF patrol party in the Ramgarh sub sector of Samba by opening 'unprovoked' firing on
them.
This is the first incident of 'unprovoked' firing on the Indian border guards after both India
and Pakistan had renewed their mutually brokered ceasefire agreement from the midnight of
February 24-25.
Luckily, the BSF patrol party escaped
unhurt. Official sources in the BSF confirmed,
"no loss of life/injury was reported on ground
zero".
According to official sources, "early Monday
morning Pakistani rangers stationed at one of
the Pak post 'Tipu' and 'Hussain' fired around
20 rounds of small weapons targeting the
working party of BOP Majra near mount no 8/36
pillar no 81". In response, BSF jawans exercised
utmost restraint but maintained a close watch
on the activities of the Pak rangers.
After gathering inputs and making preliminar y assessment of the ground
situation, PRO BSF, DIG SPS Sandhu, Jammu
frontier in a formal statement claimed, "Pakistani
r
a
n
g
e
r
s
resorted to 'unprovoked' firing at 06:15 a.m in
Ramgarh sector on BSF patrolling party ahead
of fencing." No loss of life/injury was reported,
he added.

Interestingly, the Ramgarh sector was witnessing hectic activity for the last couple of
weeks.
On March 16, 2021 alert BSF jawans had
killed a Pakistani intruder in the same sector
after he refused to retrieve inside the Pak territory and kept advancing towards the Indian
side.
Several aeroplane shaped balloons with PIA
written on it were also recovered from agricultural fields in the Hiranagar, Arnia and RS Pura
sectors of Jammu frontier.
Meanwhile, local villagers in the border
areas were living peacefully for the last two
months and focusing on harvesting their wheat
crops standing in the fields.
Local civilians bore the maximum brunt of
cross border firing in the past and were leading peaceful lives since the past more than two
months in the forward areas.
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Lucknow: In order to prevent
Covid surge in the rural areas in
Uttar Pradesh, the Yogi
Adityanath Government is
going to launch a mega testing
campaign for Covid infection in
all the revenue villages of the
state from May 5.
The Chief Minister, while
presiding over a high-level
Covid review meeting, said that
the rural areas have been a matter of huge concern and we have
to protect the villages from the
Covid spread.
To curb the Covid numbers
in rural areas, the government
has decided to ramp up testing
in around 97,409 revenue villages of 75 districts.
The focus is to contain the
spread of the infections in rural
areas."We have to protect villages from Covid infection at
any cost. There is a need for special vigilance in the villages. In
such a situation, a massive campaign of Covid testing should be
conducted in all the 97,409
revenue villages of the state", he
directed. The initiative starting
from May 4, aims to drive
down Covid-19 rates and transmission in the rural areas by
identifying positive cases.
The Chief Minister has
asked the officials to make all
the necessary preparations.

?C8Q ;D2:=>F
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The number of RRTs
(Rapid Response Teams) should
be increased to check Covid
spread in the villages of each district.Members of RRTs should
make door-to-door visits and
check body temperatures,
record oxygen level and check
for other symptoms in people
who are into home isolation.
The Chief Minister also
ordered the health department
to complete preparations for the
successful implementation of
this large testing drive which
will begin from Tuesday.
"We are hoping that the villagers will recognize the benefits of getting tested to help
reduce the spread of the virus,"
said
a
government
spokesman.
Yogi Adityanath asked the
officials to seek help from the
monitoring committees. Those
who are found unwell or those
who tested positive, should be
given treatment according to
Covid medical protocols.IANS
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amil Nadu Chief Minister
Edappadi Palaniswami submitted his Government’s resignation to Governor
Banwarilal Purohit on Monday
morning as a follow up to the
Election Commission of India
declaring the results of the
Legislative Assembly election
held on April 6.
M K Stalin, president of the
DMK, who led his party as well
as the Secular Front to an
impressive win in the election
would be sworn in as the next
Chief Minister on Friday. The
newly elected MLAs of the
DMK are meeting at the party
headquarters in Chennai on
Tuesday to formally elect Stalin
as the leader of the legislative
assembly. Stalin had told media
persons late Sunday evening
that the swearing in would be

T

held at the Raj Bhavan in
Chennai and it would be a simple affair. The mission to ensure
a smooth transition of power
began late Sunday evening and
continued throughout Monday
with bureaucrats and police
officials calling on Stalin at his
palatial residence many times.
In the 234 strong
Legislative Assembly, the DMK
would have 133 members while
the AIADMK with 66 members would don the role of the
principal opposition party.
The Indian National
Congress, the principal ally of
the DMK, won 18 of the 25
seats it contested, while the two
Communist parties shared two
seats each. The VCK, a Dalit
outfit, managed to win four
seats. The DMK will not
include any of the allies in its
government as the party commands a safe and secure
strength in the House.

Jammu: The Union Territory
of Jammu & Kashmir on
Monday recorded 51 deaths,
highest so far in one single day
while 3,733 new cases of coronavirus tested positive taking
the tally of active positive cases
closer to 35,000 cases.
According to a media bulletin, only 11 Covid ICU beds
have been left vacant in GMC,
Jammu, four in Chest Diseases
Hospital, 20 in Gandhi Nagar
hospital, three in ASCOMS
Hospital. The situation in
Srinagar is no different. As per
the media bulletin, only 1
Covid ICU bed was vacant in
SMHS hospital in Srinagar, 2 in
SKIMS, Soura.
Meanwhile, there has been
no let up in the total number
of new cases. On May 3 out of

3733 new positive cases1294
were reported from Jammu
division and 2439 from
Kashmir division.
The death toll due to
Covid 19 touched 2421 after 35
deaths were reported from
Jammu division and 16 from
Kashmir division.
Moreover, 1536 more
Covid-19 patients have recovered and discharged from various hospitals including 626
from Jammu Division and 910
from Kashmir Division.
Both the capital cities of
Srinagar and Jammu continue
to record the highest tally of
positive cases despite observing
corona curfew. On Monday,
Srinagar recorded 1136 cases
taking the tally of active positive cases to 10,143.
PNS
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New Delhi: The BJP is likely to
finalise its choice of Chief
Ministerial nominee for Assam
in a day or two as internal consultation within the party has
begun amid a suspense over
whether it will continue with
incumbent chief minister
Sarbananda Sonowal or bring in
a new face.
Sonowal and his powerful
ministerial colleague Himanta
Biswa Sarma are being seen as
the two most obvious contenders for the top job.
BJP sources said internal confabulation is on in the party, and
the its parliamentary board
may soon name central
observers to preside over the
meeting of its newly-elected
party MLAs in Guwahati where
they will pick their leader.
Central observers generally convey the choice of the party top
brass to the state leadership
which in turn is endorsed by the

MLAs.
The ruling BJP-led NDA
has retained its grip on Assam,
bagging 74 of the 126 assembly

constituencies that went to polls,
while the opposition Congressled grand alliance managed to
clinch just 50 seats.
PTI
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ssam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal
A
thanked all sections of people
for giving a clear mandate to
the BJP-led alliance in the
assembly election, results of
which were declared on
Sunday.
Expressing his gratitude
to the people belonging to
Barak and Brahmaputra valleys, and other parts of the
state, the chief minister in a
statement on Monday said,
they had reposed their faith in

the BJP-led alliance due to its
performance in four key areas.
The areas were "development carried out by the BJP-led
government which manifested
in every nook and corner of the
state, its unrelenting fight
against corruption, initiatives to
strengthen peace and harmony, and committed efforts of
the government to safeguard
the identity and existence of the
Assamese people from the
influx which had significantly
altered the demography of the
state, especially lower Assam",
the statement said.

amajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav on Monday
accused the ruling BJP Government in Uttar Pradesh
of remaining in "isolation" and said the frightening pictures
coming from hospitals are exposing the tall claims of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
"The BJP government did nothing in past four years
and remained in isolation due to which it has put entire
state in isolation now. The tall claims of Adityanath is
exposed in frightening pictures and videos coming from
hospitals daily," Yadav said in a statement here.
He also questioned the work being done by chief minister's 'Team-9', saying that in some cases, entire families
are COVID-19 positive and no one is there to take care of
them. The SP leader also alleged that alive people are being
declared dead in hospitals.
"There is no proper supply of oxygen and no beds in
hospitals. Hundreds of people are dying due to mismanagement and BJP government is responsible both administratively and morally," Yadav said, adding that such irresponsible government is of no use to people.

The PMK and the BJP,
allies of the AIADMK, won
five and four seats respectively. The Anna Makkal Munnetra
Kazhakam launched by TTV
Dhinakaran and the Makkal
Neethi Maiam, launched by
film actor Kamal Hassan failed
to win at least one seat from the
State. Both Dhinakaran and
Haassan were defeated in the
hustings.
Sixty eight year old Stalin
would be the oldest person to
be sworn in as Choef Minister.
His predecessor Edappadi
Planiswamy was 63 when he
took oath of office as chief minister in 2017, while M
Karunanidhi, Stalin’s father
had become the chief minister
at the age of 45. K Kamaraj was
57 when he was sworn as chief
minister while C N Annadurai,
the first DMK chief minister
was 60 when he became the
chief minister.
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Jammu: In a shocking incident, parents of a 2-month-old dead Covid positive baby abandoned the body at a hospital in Jammu district and fled, an official said on Monday.
S.M.G.S. Hospital Medical
Superintendent, Dr Dara Singh, said the
parents ran away from the
hospital. "The baby was admitted to the
hospital on Sunday with congenital
heart disease and other problems. The
baby, who had tested positive for
Covid-19, expired and the parents
were told to test themselves for the
virus. Instead of testing themselves or
taking the dead baby's body, the
parents ran away from the hospital," he
said.
"Our efforts to trace them have
failed so far and we have kept the body
in the hospital mortuary.
IANS
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n a relief to the health authorities, the number of Covid 19Itriggered
deaths in Maharashtra
dropped further to 567 on
Monday, while the state logged
48,621 new infections.
A day after the state recorded 669 deaths and 56,647 new
cases, the daily deaths dropped
by 102 while the infections
came down by 8026.
The drop in the number of
daily deaths in the state should
be seen in the context of the fact
that the daily deaths had gone
up to 10-35 on April 28, while
the state witnessed 802 deaths
on May 1 and 669 deaths on
May 2. With 567 new deaths,
the total number of deaths in the
state climbed from 70,284 to
70851. Similarly, with 48,621
infections, the total number of
cases rose from 47,22,401 to
47,71,022.
As 59,500 patients were
discharged from the hospitals
across the state after full recovery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
last year went up to 40,41,158.
The recovery rate in the state for
the first time in several days rose
from 84.31 per cent to 84.7 per
cent.
The total “active cases” in
the state dropped from 6,68,353
to 6,56,870 cases. The fatality
rate in the state stood static at

1.49 per cent.
With 78 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai
increased from 13,294 to 13,372,

while the infected cases went up
by 2624 to trigger a jump in the
infections from 6,55,997 to
6,58,621.
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oncerned by the sudden
decrease in the number of
C
Covid-19 tests being conducted in the metropolis, Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner I S
Chahal on Monday appealed
to the citizens in the city to
come forward to get tested so
that “a minimum of 40,000
tests are done every day” in the
country’s commercial capital.
In an appeal made on a
day when the number of daily
Covid-19 tests dropped to
23,542 as against 56,000 tests
done in a single day the
metropolis last month, Chahal
said: “It has been the consistent
policy of MCGM to do maximum testing to flush out
Corona virus from Mumbai’s
environment”.
“Our highest single day
testing from March 2020 till
10th Feb 10, 2021 when second pandemic wave hit
Mumbai was 24,500,” the civic
chief said.

“However, immediately
thereafter our testing was more
than doubled & touched 56000
tests on a single day in April
2021. Our average daily testing
in the month of April’21 was
nearly 44000 per day,” Chahal
said.
“It has been observed that
the testing figures have fallen
in last few days from 50,000
plus to 38000 day before &
28,000 yesterday. It’s likely to
fall further during weekends,”
the civic chief said in the
morning.
As per the Covid-19
update released by the
Birhanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), the number of Covid-19 tests done on
a single day dropped to 23,542
on Monday.
“Our aggressive testing
policy has resulted in reduction of the positivity rate. This
might have reduced the natural
demand for home collection of
swabs by our citizens in the last
few days,” Chahal said.
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wo major NGOs here that
have been providing oxyT
gen to Covid patients, have
urged their families to return
empty cylinders.
About 200 oxygen cylinders and 15 concentrators, provided by the two nonprofit
organisations — Shri Chetra
Bajaj Committee and Help
Agra — are lying with people
being treated in home isolation,
they told PTI.
“Some people are renting
our cylinders further to other
people at heavy rates. When we
call them, they refuse to return
them and tell us to keep the
security amount," Shri Chetra
Bajaj Committee Spokesperson
Nandkishore Goyal said,
adding the security amount
varied from Rs 5,000 to Rs
6,000.
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Jaipur : Rajasthan Chief
case.
stated.
arrest in the case.
Minister Ashok Gehlot has
C'c^WP]S
It may be recalled that the
The petition pertains to an
Shukla’s counsel said in
instructed officials to maintain
the petition: “My client is one FIR registered by the police at SID had lodged a lodged a
constant coordination with the
Central Government to
n a new development in the of the senior most officers of the BKC Cyber Police Station complaint with the police after
^eTaQ^Sh
increase the allocation of medmuch-discussed phone tap- 1988 cadre in police service for on March 26 based on a com- Maharashtra’s former chief
I
ical oxygen in view of the
ping case, senior IPS officer more than 30 years....The plaint filed by the State minister and senior BJP leader
C=A067D=0C70Q <D<108

ever-increasing active cases of
Covid in the state. Along with
this, he has also directed to
strongly advocate for providing
tankers as per requirement to
Rajasthan out of the oxygen
transport tankers being
imported through the central
government.
The Chief Minister has
said strict adherence to the
Covid protocol is very important for lifesaving. He instructed that the epidemic red alert
starting from Monday should
be strictly followed the guidelines of Public Discipline
Fortnight, there should not be
any laxity in it.
Shri Gehlot was reviewing
the supply of oxygen, availability of medicines, Covid
condensation and the epidem-
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ic Red Alert - Public Discipline
Fortnight starting Monday
through video conference on
Sunday night.
He said that the consumption of oxygen in the state is
increasing rapidly due to
increasing compaction. Since
the central government is allocating oxygen under the
National Plan, it is very important to increase the amount of
allocation in view of the need
of Rajasthan. He said that there
has been an additional increase
of 350 metric tonnes in the production capacity of oxygen at
the Jamnagar plant. In such a
situation, Rajasthan gets an
allocation of extra oxygen from
there.

uring the covid pandemic,
it has been seen that the
sensitivity of Deendayal
Hospital staff is dead. Beena
Ghosh, resident of Begambagh,
died on April 30, but Rs 8,000
were demanded to hand over
the body.
Son Shankar was upset
due to lack of money. After the
matter went viral on social
media, the DM in charge took
cognizance and the investigation has been handed over to
SDM. After this, the body was
also handed over to
Shankar.
Bina Ghosh was tested
positive on 24 April, the same
day she was admitted to the
corona ward of Deendayal
Upadhyaya Joint Hospital.

D

Rashmi Shukla on Monday
moved the Bombay High
Court, seeking a direction to
the Mumbai police not to take
any coercive action against her
and urging the court for an
urgent hearing in the case registered under the Official
Secrets Act and other laws for
allegedly leaking certain confidential documents.
In a criminal write petition
filed through her advocate
Sameer Nangre, Shukla – who
is currently Additional Director
General (ADG) of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
based in Hyderabad – sought
a direction to the police to not
take any “coercive action”
against her. She also sought an
urgent heading in the case, as
she was apprehending her

approach of the respondent
state is to arm-twist the petitioner by bogus and frivolous
case”.
“The petitioner has
exposed the nexus between
ministers and politicians and
other gross corruption involved
in assigning posting to police
officers...This reveals courage
and integrity of the petitioner
in performing her official
duties and making her best
endeavours to expose and eliminate the corruption by bringing the guilty to books,” Nangre
stated in the petition.
“Instead of applauding and
appreciating the work of the
petitioner, the government
authorities are involved in
framing the petitioner in a
false criminal case,” the petition

Intelligence Department (SID)
against unknown persons for
the alleged illegal phone tapping and invoked sections of
the Official Secrets Act,
Information Technology Act
and Indian Telegraph Act.
Before the BKC police registered an FIR in the phone
tapping case, Maharashtra
Chief Secretary Sitaram Kunte
had claimed in a report submitted to Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray that “it
appears that Ms. Shukla herself
had leaked the confidential
report (to the former chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis)”.
On her part, Shukla
skipped the summons issued to
her to appear before the BKC
on April 26 and April 28 for
recording her statement in the

Devendra Fadnavis had on
March 23 gone to town
demanding a CBI inquiry into
the alleged racket involving
the transfers and promotions of
police officers ranging from
inspectors to high-ranging IPS
officers.
Fadnavis had made his
demand based on a confidential submitted to it in August
last year by the then State
Intelligence Commissioner
Rashmi Shukla through the
then the Director-General of
Police Subodh Jaiswal on
August 25, 2020 allegedly
involving corruption in matters
relating
to
the
transfers and promotions of
police officers ranging from
inspectors to high-ranging IPS
officers.
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W·VDFODVVLFFDVHRI´JODVVKDOIIXOOµEDWWOHRIMLEHVIRUERWKWKH%-3EDFNHUVDQG
WKHLU FULWLFV )RU WKH VXSSRUWHUV RI WKH VDIIURQ RXWILW WKH YLFWRU\ LQ $VVDP DQG
3XGXFKHUU\DQGWKHPDVVLYHULVHLQERWKWKHYRWHSHUFHQWDJHDQGWKHQXPEHURI
VHDWVLQ:HVW%HQJDODUHDUHIOHFWLRQRIWKH%-3·VXQPDWFKHGHOHFWRUDOPDQDJHPHQW
DQG3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD0RGL·VSRSXODULW\7KHVDIIURQEDLWHUVKDYHWKHLURZQ
DUJXPHQWV7KH\FRQWHQGWKDWWKH%-3·VYLFWRU\DJDLQVWWKH&RQJUHVVLQ$VVDPZDV
SUHGLFWDEOHEHFDXVHWKHODWWHULVQRPRUHDSRWHQWSROLWLFDOIRUFH6LPLODUO\LQ3XGXFKHUU\
LW·VWKHSHUVRQDOYLFWRU\RI$OO,QGLD15&RQJUHVV $,15& OHDGHU15DQJDVDP\DQG
WKH%-3KDVPHUHO\EHQHILWHGIURPWKHDOOLDQFH%XWLQ%HQJDOZKHUHWKHUHDOEDWWOH
RIWRRNSODFHWKH%-3FDPHDFURSSHU$IWHU
DOOLWKDGWKURZQLQHYHU\WKLQJLWKDGLQLWVHYHU
JURZLQJNLWW\RIUHVRXUFHV³SROLWLFDOILQDQFLDODQG
RWKHUV7KH3ULPH0LQLVWHUKLPVHOIDGGUHVVHG
UDOOLHVDQG+RPH0LQLVWHU$PLW6KDKKHOGGR]HQV
RI PDVVLYH URDG VKRZV 6HYHUDO RWKHU &KLHI
0LQLVWHUV03V0/$VDQGSDUW\SUHVLGHQW-31DGGD
FDPSHGLQ%HQJDOIRUPRQWKVWRJHWKHUDQGWULHGWR
FUHDWHWKHQHFHVVDU\PHGLDEX]]WRGHIHDWWKH70&
LQWKHSV\FKRORJLFDOVSDFH&RLQFLGHQWDOO\VHYHU
DOLQLWLDWLYHVRIWKH&%,DQGWKH,7GHSDUWPHQWDJDLQVW
WKH70&OHDGHUVDOVRFDPHLQKDQG\IRUWKH%-3
0DPDWDDQGKHUVXSSRUWHUVDOVRNHSWDOOHJLQJWKDW
WKH(OHFWLRQ&RPPLVVLRQZDVDFWLQJDVDSOD\HUUDWKHUWKDQDQDUELWHU
2QWKHRWKHUKDQG0DPDWDJRWOLWWOHVXSSRUWIURPWKHDQWL%-3EDQGZDJRQ7KRXJK
WKH&RQJUHVV/HIWDOOLDQFHWKUHDWHQHGWRFXWLQWRKHU0XVOLPYRWHVDIHZHUVWZKLOH
83$OHDGHUVFDPHLQWRFDPSDLJQIRUKHU'HYRLGRIDQ\VHULRXVSROLF\DQGSURJUDPPH
QDUUDWLYHVWKHFDPSDLJQEHFDPHKLJKO\SHUVRQDOLVHGZLWK0RGLJUHHWLQJ0DPDWD
ZLWK´'LGLR'LGLµFDWFDOOVDQGWKH70&VXSUHPRKXUOLQJWKHFKRLFHVWLQYHFWLYHVDW
6KDK7KH%-3ORVWWKHSORWZKHQLWIRFXVHGPRUHRQGDPQLQJ0DPDWDWKDQDGYDQF
LQJLWVFRUHSROLWLFDODJHQGD7KH%HQJDOLLGHQWLW\SROLWLFVWXUQHGRXWWREHIDUPRUH
DVVHUWLYHDQGOHWKDOIRUWKH%-3ZKLFKGLGQ·WUHDOLVHWKDWORUG5DPZRXOGQRWWKUHDW
HQDZRPDQZKRHSLWRPLVHGJRGGHVV'XUJDIRUPLOOLRQVRI%HQJDOLV,QIDFWWKH
PRUHWKH%-3OHDGHUVULGLFXOHG0DPDWDWKHPRUHV\PSDWK\VKHGUHZIURPWKHSHR
SOHRIWKH6WDWH7KHSUHVHQFHRIDOHDGHUZKRFRXOGJLYHDIDFHWRLGHQWLW\SROLWLFV
FRVWWKHVDIIURQSDUW\LQDELJZD\0RVWRIWKHERUURZHGSOD\HUV³GHVFULEHGDV
´URWWHQHJJVµE\3UDVKDQW.LVKRU³ZHUHVHHQDVRSSRUWXQLVWVHYHQE\WKH%-3·V
RZQVXSSRUWHUV,W·VREYLRXVWKDWDQ\FDGUHEDVHGSDUW\FDQ·WDVVLPLODWHVXFKDQ
RYHUQLJKWLQIOX[ZLWKRXWDOLHQDWLQJDVHFWLRQRILWVRZQVXSSRUWHUV7KHOHVVRQIRU
WKH%-3LVORXGDQGFOHDU:KHUHYHUWKHSDUW\LVSLWFKHGDJDLQVWVDWUDSVLWZRXOG
QHHGWRIRFXVPRUHRQORFDOLVVXHVDQGLGHQWLW\SROLWLFV7KHUHFRUGRIWKHODVWVHYHQ
\HDUVVKRZVWKDWWKH%-3KDVQRWEHHQVXFFHVVIXOLQZLQQLQJDJDLQVWSRZHUIXOUHJLRQ
DOSOD\HUVLQWKH6WDWHOHYHOHOHFWLRQV
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FTfTaTfX[Ud[[hd]_aT_PaTSU^acWXbcbd]P\X^UP]^dcQaTPZ
^U2>E83 (cW^dVWcWTcT[[cP[T\PaZbfTaTP[[X]_[PX]bXVWc
nybody who has seen
videos of the horrific
2004 tsunami that
killed an estimated
quarter of a million people, and
there are several of these on
YouTube, might have noticed in
some videos that as much as 1015 minutes before the tsunami
actually hit the shore, water
had started withdrawing from
the beach. The students of middle-school geography will
remember that it is taught as a
classic warning sign of an
impending tsunami; and we are
actually taught at a very early age
that one needs to find higher
ground in such a situation. This
lesson is redoubled in many
coastal areas. Maybe some people did seek shelter when they
noticed this, many did not. Yes,
the tsunami might have gotten
many of those who escaped
anyway; it was so devastating
that running away could do only
so much. But even if it saved a
few lives, the lessons in school
would have been worth it.
That was a real tsunami,
what we have in India right now
is not a second wave of COVID19 infections. We have an overwhelming tsunami of COVID19 infections and, in Delhi and
in many other cities across
India, the healthcare system is
overwhelmed. We know that at
least 3,500 people are dying
every day, at least in official statistics. India is inching up to
2,50,000 deaths and almost
every family in Delhi at least
knows either a loved one or a
close friend who has died from
the Coronavirus Tsunami.
While the authorities now struggle with managing the situation,
we have to start taking into
account as to why we all ignored
the warning signs.
And these were there. These
were there for all of us to see and
read about in the news. We
knew there was a deadly new
British variant doing the rounds;
we knew that there was a new
“double mutant” variant. Even
with limited testing, we knew
that there were hotspots emerging in and around Mumbai and
Pune. But instead of herding

A

people to a higher ground and
safety, like we should have if
this were a real tsunami, we
were mesmerised and walked
into the exposed seafloor,
trying to pick up coral and
seashells. We travelled to Goa,
crowded planes and airports
and instead of managing travel from hotspots like the
United Kingdom, or even
domestic travel, we “celebrated” the rising numbers of air
passengers through tweets.
Instead of restricting air travel, either within India, from
India or into India, we
allowed hundreds of people to
come in likely carrying new
and exotic variants of the
virus. The world, however, is
scared of the new variants
emerging from India and has
pretty much closed its doors
to India.
Some of us had read about
the sudden rise in cases in
Brazil, starting with the
Amazonian city of Manaus
and spreading across that
South American country, and
wondered whether India too
could see such a tremendously debilitating tsunami of
cases. Instead, we were told
stories of Indian exceptionalism, how India had beaten
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back the virus and taking a cue
from our leaders, across fields
from politics to sports, we all
let our guard down. Instead of
understanding why India was
spared the “full” impact of the
original Coronavirus, we
rolled out a gradual vaccine
programme and indeed made
a song and dance about
exporting millions of vaccines abroad. Nothing against
India’s generosity to the world,
but maybe here following a
more selfish American philosophy might have ensured that
more people in India were
vaccinated and the death toll
from this outbreak might have
been less.
Yes, a large majority of
those who have died were
elderly and had led full lives,
and while many of them
might have died in this tsunami also, the issue is that a large
number of people who died
need not have died had the
arrangements for more beds
and oxygen been made earlier. Yes, the system might still
have been overwhelmed,
meaning that those who
caught the disease early benefited from more resources
but if the special COVID-19
hospitals in Delhi and
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HYDVWDWHGE\&29,'·VVHFRQGZDYHWKHQDWLRQLVDQ[LRXVO\ORRNLQJIRUVROX
WLRQVEXWVHHPLQJO\FDQ·WILQGDQ\7KH3ULPH0LQLVWHUZKRKDGODVW\HDUDQQRXQFHG
DKDUGORFNGRZQLVQRZDGYRFDWLQJD´PLFURFRQWDLQPHQWµVWUDWHJ\ZKLOHWKH
6XSUHPH&RXUWUHFHQWO\DVNHGWKH&HQWUHWRFRQVLGHULPSRVLQJDQRWKHUORFNGRZQ
%XWFRQVLGHULQJWKHIHURFLW\RIWKHVHFRQGZDYH³WKHH[SRQHQWLDOULVHLQFDVHVPRXQW
LQJGHDWKWROOVKRUWDJHRIPHGLFDOR[\JHQYDFFLQHVDQGKRVSLWDOEHGV³DQGWKH
ORVVRIFUXFLDOWLPHLQWKHFRQGXFWRIWKH$VVHPEO\
HOHFWLRQVDQGWKH0DKDNXPEKWKHPRRWTXHVWLRQLV
:RXOGDQRWKHUORFNGRZQKHOSFRQWDLQWKHLQIHFWLRQ"
7KHUHKDVEHHQQRVLJQLILFDQWLPSURYHPHQWLQ'HOKL
HYHQDIWHUDWZRZHHNORFNGRZQ³QRZH[WHQGHG
IRUDWKLUGZHHN³DVWKHSRVLWLYLW\UDWHFRQWLQXHV
WREHDODUPLQJO\KLJK)XUWKHUHYHQLIDSDQ,QGLDORFN
GRZQLVLPSRVHGDVDNQHHMHUNUHDFWLRQWRWKHFRXUW·V
VXJJHVWLRQLWVLPSDFWRQEUHDNLQJWKHWUDQVPLVVLRQ
FKDLQLVGHEDWDEOH7KHUH·VQRGRXEWKRZHYHUWKDW
LWZRXOGEHDGHDWKEORZWRPLOOLRQVRIXQGHUSULYLOHJHG
FLWL]HQVDOUHDG\IDFLQJDQH[LVWHQWLDOFULVLV:HKDYH
VHHQKRZWKHKDSOHVVPLJUDQWZRUNHUVDJDLQUXVKHG
EDFNKRPHIURPELJFLWLHVIHDULQJDORFNGRZQHYHQEHIRUHLWZDVDQQRXQFHG
,WLVWKHGXW\RIWKH&HQWUHWRPDNHDGHTXDWHDUUDQJHPHQWVIRUWKHUHWXUQRIWKHVH
ZRUNHUVLILWSODQVWRHQIRUFHDQRWKHUORFNGRZQ,WPXVWHQVXUHWKDWWKHVHSHRSOHDUH
QRWVWXIIHGLQWRWUDLQVRUEXVHVOLNHODVW\HDUEHFDXVHWKDWZRXOGEHDQRWKHUVXSHU
VSUHDGHU$UHDVRQDEOHSHULRGDWOHDVWWZRZHHNVPXVWEHDOORZHGIRUWKHLUVDIHUHWXUQ
EHIRUHWKHORFNGRZQLVHIIHFWHG7KH*RYHUQPHQWVKRXOGDOVRWUDQVIHUVRPHIXQGV
YLDWKH'%7VFKHPHVLQWRWKHLUEDQNDFFRXQWV$OVRZLWKWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWREVHUY
LQJWKDWQRSHUVRQVKDOOEHGHQLHGKRVSLWDOLVDWLRQIRUODFNRILGHQWLW\SURRIWKH&HQWUH
PXVWQRZFRQVXOW6WDWHVDQGIRUPXODWHDQDWLRQDOSROLF\ZLWKLQWZRZHHNV7KHVLW
XDWLRQLVDOUHDG\RXWRIKDQGDQGWKHHQWLUHSRSXODWLRQPXVWEHYDFFLQDWHGDVHDUO\
DVSRVVLEOH:LWKYDFFLQHVKRUWDJHDQGDQXQHYHQSULFLQJSROLF\KDXQWLQJWKH6WDWHV
JHWWLQJWKHGHVLUHGRXWFRPHIURPWKHLQRFXODWLRQGULYHLVHDVLHUVDLGWKDQGRQH:LWK
UHSRUWVWKDWWKHVHFRQGZDYHPD\KLWLWVSHDNEHWZHHQ0D\EHIRUHGHFOLQLQJ
E\0D\HQGZHPXVWEHSUHSDUHGIRUWKHZRUVW
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Sir —The Indian Premier League (IPL)
match between archrivals Mumbai Indians
(MI) and Chennai Super Kings (CSK)
recently was a perfect entertainer and certainly the match of this season so far.
Kieron Pollard’s stunning onslaught took
the Mumbai Indians to an improbable win
in a run-fest. The defeat also ended the
Super Kings’ five-match winning streak.
The MI came out with flying colours in
a last-ball thriller. With 138 needed from the
last 10 overs, they knew there was just one
way to go about it and, in Pollard, they found
the man to pursue the Herculean task. He
muscled Jadeja for three sixes in the 13th
over before smashing two more off Lungi
Ngidi in the next. By the end of 14 overs,
Mumbai were 130 for three. At the same
stage in their innings, the Super Kings were
126 for four. Pollard raced away to 50 in 17
balls, the fifth joint-fastest in the IPL, and
reduced the equation to 66 required from
the last five overs. A match that witnessed
an equal number of fours and sixes (30 each)
is absolutely a bad memory for the bowlers.
Remarkably, both teams displayed true
teamwork to arrive at such a mammoth
total. But Rayudu and Moeen Ali from CSK
and Pollard and Krunal Pandya from MI
deserve special applause. Let’s hope the richest cash league will offer the best entertainment in the remainder of the series.
Satish Reddy Kanaganti | Nalgonda
9DµCD9=5D?258?@56E<31B56E<
Sir — Winning over the first wave of
COVID-19 was no mean feat for India.
Buoyed by it, New Delhi started vaccine
diplomacy to help other nations during the
crisis. However, things turned upside
down as the second wave hit us hard and
sent our healthcare system reeling. Some
sceptics applaud other countries for beating the second wave and compare it with
India’s “failure”. However, we must keep in
mind that we have a huge population and
there are several other barriers. Despite all
the constraints, our recovery rate is far better and mortality rate is too low. Even the
US and Russia, among the developed

2:@cX_e\TY^db_c`USdYdcVQY\ebU

8

]cWTFTbc1T]VP[0bbT\Q[hT[TRcX^]bcWT
1WPaPcXhP9P]PcP?Pach19?UT[[fPhQT[^f
XcbTg_TRcTS]d\QTa^UbTPcb1dcX]Pbda
_aXbTcda]<P\PcP1P]TaYTT[^bcc^BdeT]Sd
0SWXZPaX WTa U^a\Ta _Pach R^[[TPVdT fW^
bfXcRWTSbXSTb\^]cWbTPa[XTaP]SY^X]TScWT
19?8c³bcX\TU^acWT19?P]SXcb[TPSTabfW^
fTaT TPa[XTa R[PX\X]V c^ fX] \^aT cWP] !
bTPcb c^ X]ca^b_TRc PQ^dc fWPc [TS c^ cWTXa
STUTPc8]P]T\QPaaPbb\T]cU^acWT19?Xcb
bcP[fPacb bdRW Pb D]X^] <X]XbcTa 1PQd[
Bd_aXh^ U^a\Ta APYhP BPQWP <? BfP_P]
3PbVd_cPP]S;^ZBPQWP<?;^RZTc2WPccTaYTT
UT[[ [XZT ]X]T_X]b CWT 0bbT\Q[h T[TRcX^]

nations with top medical infrastructure,
were devastated by the second wave.
The Centre and State Governments are
doing their best to fight the pandemic and
utilising their resources to the optimum.
The services of final-year MBBS students
can be utilised for providing services like
tele-consultation and monitoring of mild
COVID cases after due orientation by and
under supervision of faculty. It’s time for
all of us to work together and overcome
the pandemic. The darkness will soon go
away if every citizen follows the rules and
precautions at individual level.
Aman Jaiswal | New Delhi
D1=9<>14EµC4B1F9491>93?>C
Sir — These Tamil Nadu Assembly elections were the first time in the last five
decades without the towering presence of
the icons of Dravidian politics. This time,
the State may well have seen the emergence

aTbd[cXbPSP\_T]TaU^acWT19?XUR^\_PaTS
fXcWcWT^dcR^\T^UcWT! (;^ZBPQWPT[TR
cX^]8cWPSf^] '^UcWT#!bTPcbP]ScPZT]
P[TPS^] ! ^UcWT!(#0bbT\Q[hbTV\T]cb
Qh VPa]TaX]V #! _Ta RT]c e^cT bWPaT
7^fTeTaX]cWXbT[TRcX^]Xcf^]&&bTPcb¯
##bTPcb[TbbcWP]cWT[TPSXcWPScPZT]X]cWT
! (;^ZBPQWPT[TRcX^]
CWT_T^_[T^UFTbc1T]VP[RW^bTc^aP[[h
QTWX]S<P\PcP1P]TaYTTSTb_XcTcWTeXV^a^db
RP]ePbbX]V PVPX]bc WTa Qh cP[[ 19? [TPSTab
X]R[dSX]V?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP<^SXP]S
D]X^]7^\T<X]XbcTa0\XcBWPW8cbTT\bcWPc
cWTCaX]P\^^[2^]VaTbbfPbbdRRTbbUd[X]R^]
b^[XSPcX]V cWT <db[X\ e^cTb P]S cWPc WPS P
SXaTRc X\_PRc ^] cWT T[TRcX^] aTbd[cb 8]
:TaP[PcWT;356^eTa]\T]cV^cSdTaTR^V]X
cX^]Ua^\cWTe^cTabU^aXcbTUUXRXT]c\P]PVT
\T]c^UcWTBcPcTSdaX]VcWTbTeTaTU[^^SP]S
Xcb_a^_TaWP]S[X]V^UcWT2>E83 (_P]ST\
XR8c³bV^^SU^acWT19?c^QTP\QXcX^dbQdc
cWTaTRT]c0bbT\Q[haTbd[cbWPeTbW^f]cWPc
^eTaP\QXcX^]XbR^d]cTa_a^SdRcXeT
:Pcdad3daVP?aPbPSAP^ k7hSTaPQPS

Mumbai had been established
a week earlier, if a proper
logistical programme had
been thought out for oxygen
transport a month earlier,
many lives might have been
saved. The Government is
going around tom-tomming
India’s “low” COVID-19
Fatality Rate; in fact, with a bit
of planning and organisation, it could have been lower
still.
The fact of the matter is
that we saw the warning signs
but chose to ignore these; we
all bought into the story of
Indian exceptionalism. We
blithely chose to ignore what
was happening elsewhere in
the world and believed that
once we all start getting vaccinated, things will get even
better. We went ahead and
planned for massive religious
functions
like
the
Mahakumbh, we had parties
on Holi and we put ourselves
at risk. We ignored the warning signs, even though these
were in plain sight for all of us
to see. No wonder, now we
find ourselves drowning in a
tsunami.
(The author is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)

SOUNDBITE
B^UPaaTUaPX]TSUa^\
^aSTaX]VPbfTT_X]V
[^RZS^f]1dcXUcWT
_T^_[TS^]^cR^\_[h
fXcWcWTaTbcaXRcX^]b
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of one, perhaps two, new icons. Now the
State has newly elected MLA and to-be0Rc^a
Chief Minister M K Stalin who is well suit¯:P]VP]PAP]Pdc
ed for this new generation and for the
HTPWBP]YdBP\b^]
DMK. He is 68 years old and has finally
XbV^^SUd]c^QPcfXcW
reached where he wanted to be for five long
FTP[[Z]^fWTXbP
decades in the shadow of his father and one
RWX[[TSUd]RWPaPRcTa
of the leading lights of the Dravidian move7TfP[ZTSX]P]S
ment, the late Muthuvel Karunanidhi.
b\PRZTSWXbUXabcQP[[
However, the AIADMK hasn’t done as
badly as was expected, especially with the U^aPbXgfWXRWfPb`dXcTP\PiX]V
weight of an alliance with the BJP which
APYPbcWP]A^hP[b^_T]Ta
was more like a liability. Stalin, because of
¯9^b1dcc[Ta
his genealogy, long years in politics and
two successive wins, in 2019, when the
DMK-led grouping won 38 of the 39 Lok =XaePRWP]BPSP]XbcWT
Sabha seats in the State, and now, can stake ]TfRaT\Pc^aXd\X]
3T[WX2^]bcXcdcX^]P[
claim to being the next Dravidian icon.
Anshita Rochwani | Ujjain Q^SXTbPaTQda]cWTaT
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

C<2[TPSTa
¯<PWdP<^XcaP
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FRQRPLFDFWLYLWLHVKDYHEHHQKLWVRKDUGE\WKHORFNGRZQWKDW
WUDGHUVKDYHFULHGIRUGHIHUPHQWRIWKH*RRGVDQG6HUYLFHV7D[
*67 DQGRWKHUWD[HV$FFRUGLQJWRWKH&RQIHGHUDWLRQRI$OO,QGLD
7UDGHUV &$,7 WKHGDLO\ORVVRIEXVLQHVVRZLQJWRWKHORFNGRZQLQ
'HOKLLVOLNHO\WREHDURXQGCFURUHZKLOHWKHWRWDOORVVDFURVVWKH
QDWLRQFRXOGEHQHDUO\CFURUHLIIXOODQGSDUWLDOORFNGRZQVQLJKW
FXUIHZVDQGRWKHUIRUPVRIUHVWULFWLRQVDUHWDNHQLQWRDFFRXQW&$,7·V
VHFUHWDU\JHQHUDO3UDYHHQ.KDQGHOZDOVD\VWKDWQRQFRPSOLDQFHZLWK
WKHVHWD[VWLSXODWLRQVZLOODWWUDFWKXJHSHQDOWLHVRQWUDGHUVDFURVVWKH
FRXQWU\7KHUHLVQRSROLF\RUUHYLYDOSODQDQGWKHHFRQRP\LVVKULQN
LQJDVSHRSOH·VLQFRPHVDUHLQDWDLOVSLQPDUNHWVKDYHVDJJLQJGHPDQG
DQGDFWLYLWLHVDUHDWDYLUWXDOWKDZ$KDUGORFNGRZQZDVLPSRVHGRQ
0DUFKZLWKRXWJLYLQJDVLPSOHWKRXJKWRQKRZFURUH
,QGLDQVZRXOGVXUYLYHLIWKHLUOLYHOLKRRGVZHUHVQDWFKHGDZD\,WKDS
SHQHGDQGWKHQH[WWKUHHPRQWKVUHYHDOHGWKDWWKHGHFLVLRQWRFORVH
GRZQDOODFWLYLWLHVH[FHSWWKRVHFHQWHUHGDURXQG&29,'KDGOHG

WKHFRXQWU\WRDGHYDVWDWLQJSDWK/DNKVRIWKHFURUHPLJUDQWZRUN
HUVKLWWKHURDGDPLGORVVRIZRUNDQGGLJQLW\1HDUO\PRQWKVGRZQ
WKHOLQHWKH*RYHUQPHQWVKRXOGKDYHFRPHRXWZLWKDURDGPDSWLOO
QRZEXWDODVWKHQDWLRQEHFDPHFRPSODFHQWDERXWKDYLQJFRQTXHUHG
&29,'RQO\WRUHDOLVHWRRODWHWKDWWKHYLUXVKDVQRWJRQHDQGKDV
KLWXVZLWKJUHDWHUIHURFLW\&RQVHTXHQWO\WKHUHKDVEHHQDQH[SRQHQ
WLDOVXUJHLQLQIHFWLRQVDPRXQWLQJGHDWKWROOODFNRIPHGLFDOR[\JHQ
DQGPHGLFLQHV
7KH6WDWHKDVODUJHO\UHPDLQHGDPXWHVSHFWDWRUFRPSHOOLQJWKH
FRXUWVWRLQWHUYHQHDQGVWRSWKHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQIURPVPRWKHULQJYRLF
HVEHLQJUDLVHGDJDLQVWWKH*RYHUQPHQW·VPRQXPHQWDOIDLOXUH'HVSLWH
LWVPDVVLYHIDLOXUHWRGHDOZLWKWKHFULVLVWKH&HQWUHKDVFODLPHGWKDW
DOODUPVRIWKH*RYHUQPHQWDUHZRUNLQJXQLWHGO\DQGUDSLGO\WRGHDO
ZLWKWKHVLWXDWLRQ7KHQDWLRQLVVWLOOH[SHFWLQJVRPHGHFLVLYHDFWLRQ
DJDLQVWWKHSDQGHPLFEXWZLWKLWVDLOLQJKHDOWKFDUHV\VWHPDQGPRXQW
LQJGHDWKWROOWKHVLWXDWLRQLVEHFRPLQJJULPGD\E\GD\5HSRUWVIURP
WKHFRXQWU\VLGHVD\WKDWKDOIEDNHGKRVSLWDOVDUHGRLQJPRUHKDUPDQG
KRZWKHERGLHVDUHFUHPDWHGUHPDLQVDP\VWHU\´7KH6WDWHKDVIDLOHG
LQLWVIXQGDPHQWDOREOLJDWLRQWRSURWHFWWKHEDVLFIXQGDPHQWDOULJKWWKDW
LVWKHULJKWWROLIHXQGHU$UWLFOHµVDLG'HOKL+LJK&RXUWRQ$SULO
7KH%HQFKHDUOLHUGXULQJWKHVDPHKHDULQJKDGQRWHGWKH´FRPSOHWH
IDLOXUHRIWKH6WDWHµZKHQGHDOLQJZLWKRWKHUSOHDV
:HKDYHQRWVXGGHQO\SOXPPHWHGLQWRVXFKDVWDWH,WDSSHDUV
WKDWWKHQDWLRQZDVLQHXSKRULDRIFROOHFWLQJEURZQLHSRLQWVDQGKDV
JLYHQXSDOOWKRXJKWVDERXWWKHOLYHVRILWVRZQSHRSOHRUWKHVWDWHRI
LWVHFRQRP\7KHODWHVWLQGLFDWRUVIURPWKH5HVHUYH%DQNRI,QGLD 5%,
DERXWWKHEDQNLQJV\VWHPGRQRWEULQJDQ\FRPIRUW7KHEDQNORVVHV
RU1RQ3HUIRUPLQJ$VVHWV 13$ DUHPRXQWLQJ,QVXFKDVFHQDULR
FUHGLWVTXHH]HLVREYLRXV7KH5XSHHLVSOXQJLQJDQGSHWUROSULFHVDUH
DWDQDUWLILFLDOKLJK7KHWLPHIRUFRUUHFWLRQKDVFRPH7KH*RYHUQPHQW
QHHGVWRRZQXSWRIDLOXUHRQLWVSDUWWRFRQWUROWKHSDQGHPLF)XUWKHU
LWPXVWDOVRDGPLWWKDWLWIDLOHGWRSURYLGHHPSOR\PHQWDQGSUHYHQWORVV
RIMREVIROORZLQJWKHGHPRQHWLVDWLRQH[HUFLVHDQGSXVKHGWKHFRXQ
WU\LQWRVHYHUHVRFLDODQGHFRQRPLFFULVLV7KH&HQWUHPXVWUHIRUPX
ODWHWKHSODQIRUUHVXUJHQFHRIWKHFRXQWU\ZLWKWKHKHOSRIWKH2SSRVLWLRQ
UHOLJLRXVOHDGHUVDQGVRFLDOJURXSVQRWPHUHO\IRU*URVV'RPHVWLF3URGXFW
ILJXUHVEXWIRUVXUYLYDORIWKHLQIRUPDOVHFWRUDQGWKHIUHHIORZRIFDVK
,WPXVWJLYHXSDOOSROLWLFDOHJR+HDOWKFDUHVKRXOGQRZEHFRPHWKH
EHGURFNRIWKHQDWLRQ·VUHVXUJHQFHVXSSRUWHGE\DSUXGHQWHFRQRP
LFSROLF\HYHQLIWKDWPHDQVIRUPLQJDQDWLRQDO*RYHUQPHQW
7KHZULWHULVDVHQLRUMRXUQDOLVW7KHYLHZVH[SUHVVHG
DUHSHUVRQDO
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nder the ‘Liberalised Pricing and
Accelerated National COVID-19
Vaccination Strategy (LPANCVS)’,
announced on April 19, which was kicked off
from May 1, the Centre has plans to vaccinate
all adults above 18 years of age. Before this, the
inoculation drive that was launched on January
16, covered healthcare and frontline workers and
people above 50 years of age and those with
comorbidities. In the second phase of the drive
the age limit was brought down to those above
45. Vaccine manufacturers were giving all their
supplies to the Government of India (GOI) and
charging C150 per dose even as the latter was
arranging for inoculation of eligible people free
at Government vaccination centres (GVCs).
However, those opting to get vaccinated at private hospitals needed to pay C250 per dose. The
GOI incurred a subsidy on vaccination done at
GVCs equal to C150 per dose, plus the cost of
administering it. It was funded from the Union
Budget.
Even as the above arrangement involved differential pricing, like free for those who got vaccinated at GVCs and others getting the jab at private hospitals for a price, the proposed system
from this month is much more complex. Under
it, of its total supply, the vaccine manufacturer
would give 50 per cent to the GOI at the rate of
C150 per dose and make the remaining 50 per
cent available to State Governments, private hospitals, industrial establishments at a price to be
declared in advance (the price charged for vaccination by private hospitals would be monitored). People can make an “informed” choice
at the time of booking an appointment at a private vaccination centre.
The vaccines will not be available for sale at
pharmacists or chemist shops in the open market. The present system of private hospitals inoculating those above 45 years for C250 per dose
will cease to exist as they will no longer be getting any supplies from the GOI quota and will
have to procure directly from vaccine manufacturers at the price notified by the latter.
Meanwhile, the manufacturers have
announced prices they intend to charge from the
State Governments and private hospitals. The
Serum Institute of India (SII), the maker of
Covishield, will charge C300 per dose on supplies to States and C600 per dose from private
hospitals. Bharat Biotech, the maker of Covaxin,
will charge C400 per dose from States and C1,200
per dose on supplies to private hospitals. Both
will continue to supply to the GOI at the rate of
C150 per dose (this is as per a statement issued
by Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health
and Family Welfare).
Putting all pieces together, there will be a
minimum of five prices for the COVID-19 vaccination dose i.e. zero, C300, C400, C600, C1,200
(the cost to the recipients will be higher by an
amount equal to the “service charge” levied by
the State Governments/private hospitals to
cover the cost of administering the vaccine)
depending on the vaccine type and the channel
through which it is done.
Meanwhile, more vaccines like Sputnik V,
Nasal Covaxin and so on, are are expected to get
approval shortly. But those are likely to be priced
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The writer is a
New Delhi-based policy
analyst. The views
expressed are personal.

even higher. The earlier arrangement was far from optimal as it
entailed differential treatment of
eligible people depending on the
place they got the jab. While,
those going to GVCs got it free,
others opting for private hospitals
paid C250 per dose. Even as the
involvement of private hospitals
was justified in view of the need to
cover a large number (there are
300 million in the 45 plus group)
within a short time frame, putting
a price tag to it and that too C100
over and above the price they paid
to manufacturers militated against
this objective. Indeed, this was a
potent factor behind dismal results
thus far with only about 20 million
in a total of 300 million having got
both the shots (even as other factors such as the initial vaccine hesitancy among the public at large as
also supply constraints were equally responsible).
Under the new regime, even as
the facility of getting a jab for C250
per dose at private hospitals for
persons in the 45 years plus category has been withdrawn, the
Central Government wants over
500 million people (50 per cent of
about one billion of the adult population i.e. over 18 years whom it
expects to get jabs from States and
private hospitals’ quota) to pay a
price high enough to destabilise
the budget of even a middle
income family.
Consider the following two
scenario: First, let’s take the lowest in the price spectrum i.e.

Covishield — supplied for C300
per dose to States. Add service
charge of C200 per dose (67 per
cent of the price; this is the markup applied to C150 per dose being
the price billed to private hospitals
under the erstwhile dispensation),
the recipient will pay C500 per
dose. For two doses, this comes to
C1,000. A family of four will have
to shell out C4,000.
At another extreme, consider
Covaxin supplied for C1,200 per
dose to private hospitals. Plus
service charge, the recipient will
pay C2,000 per dose. For two
doses, this will be C4,000. In this
case, the dent on this family’s budget will be C16,000.
Given the high prices at State
centres and much higher at private
hospitals and considering that
vaccination from the GOI quota
(50 per cent of total supply) is for
free, people will tend to gravitate
towards the latter. The clamour for
getting vaccinated at GVCs will be
so pronounced as to cause a complete breakdown of this network.
This could be averted if only the
State Governments decide to do
free inoculation even out of the
paid quota; however, this will
require them to give heavy subsidy
from the State Budget.
Already, some States like
Maharashtra, Delhi and so on have
announced their intent to give it
all free and others are likely to follow suit. If, it has to be free for all
involving subsidisation by the
Centre or States then why go

through such a cumbersome
route?
Considering that the crisis is of
an unprecedented magnitude
(once in a lifetime) afflicting the
entire population, there is a dire
need for vaccinating at least one
billion within the shortest possible time frame and given the pitfalls of differentiated pricing, the
Centre should opt for inoculating
everyone free of charge.
Apart from GVCs, all other
stakeholders like the State health
facilities, private hospitals, industrial establishments and so on
should be involved in the vaccination drive. They can pick up their
requirements directly from the
manufacturers even as the GOI
does overall coordination, negotiates a good price and makes payment.
Given the mammoth numbers
i.e. two billion doses, a price of
C200 per dose should be good
enough to cover the cost and give
good return to the manufacturers
(here, it is pertinent to recall a
statement by Adar Poonawalla,
CEO, SII, “the firm was making a
profit even at a price of C150 per
dose”). The cost of purchase i.e.
about C40,000 crore can be met
from the allocation of C35,000
crore made in the Union Budget
for 2021-22 (an additional C5,000
crore would be needed to make up
for the deficit). As for the “service
charge” for vaccination, this cost
may be paid by the States from
their Budgets.
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oseph Needham a brilliant
British bio-chemist who
had obtained a doctorate
from Cambridge University
in 1925, visited China several
times. In his book ‘Science and
Civilisation in China’ Needham
posed the problem, known as
“Needham’s grand question”, in
respect of China, but which
applies equally to India.
The question is this: Why
did China (and India), which
were far ahead of Western
countries in science and technology at one time, later fell
behind, did not have an industrial revolution, became backward and consequently victims
of imperialism and colonisation?
There is no doubt that
both India and China were at
one time far ahead of the
Western countries in science
and technology. China invented gunpowder, the magnetic
compass, paper and printing,
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judge of the Supreme
Court of India. The views
expressed
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which, according to Francis
Bacon, were the three most
important inventions facilitating Europe to pass from the
dark Middle Ages to the
Modern age. But why did
China’s progress in science
and technology stop thereafter? According to Needham
it could have been the
Confucian philosophy, which
was incompatible with scientific development, which was
responsible for this. But is this
explanation not superficial?
As for India, it was far
ahead of the West in ancient
times. Indians invented the
decimal system in mathematics, which was one of the revolutionary inventions in history. The numerals in the decimal system were known as
Arabic numerals by the
Westerners, but the Arabs
called them Indian numerals.
Were they really Arabic or
Indian? To answer this we

may note that the languages
Arabic, Persian, and Urdu are
written from right to left. But
if we ask an Arab, Persian, or
Urdu writer, to write any number (say 259 or 1,379) he will
write it from left to right. This
indicates that these numbers
were taken from a language
which is written from left to
right. And now it is accepted
universally that the decimal
system and the number zero,
was invented in India.
The importance of zero
can be understood by considering the following: The
ancient Romans built a great
civilisation of Caesar and
Augustus. But if we were to ask
an ancient Roman to write the
number one million he would
have been stumped. The reason for this is that the ancient
Romans wrote their numbers
in alphabets, V standing for
five, X standing for ten, L for
50, C for 100, D for 500, and

M for 1,000 (or millennium).
There was no alphabet expressing a number greater than
1,000. So if an ancient Roman
had to write 2,000 he would
have to write MM and if he
wanted to write one million he
had to write M a 1,000 times.
On the other hand, according to the system invented by
Indians, to write one million
they had only to write one and

then put six zeros after that.
The ancient Greeks and
Romans just did not have the
imagination to conceive of a
number called zero. By using
zero our ancestors could conceive of astronomically large
numbers. Thus, 1,000 had
three zeros after one. If we add
two more zeros we get one lakh
and so on.
Aryabhatta, who reputedly lived in the 5th Century AD
worked on quadratic equations, the binomial theorem
and calculated the value of pie
to a fairly accurate degree. He
also made significant contributions to astronomy, being perhaps the first person in the
world to prove that the Earth
rotates on its axis, thus causing
day and night.
Brahmagupta and Bhaskar
also made great contributions
in mathematics and so on. In
medical science India was at
least 1,000, if not 1,500, years

ahead of any country. Thus,
Sushrut, the father of surgery,
invented plastic surgery in the
6th century BC while the
Britishers discovered it only
towards the end of the 18th
century AD during the AngloMysore wars, and that too,
from a traditional physician
who lived near Pune.
The harbour at Lothal in
Gujarat, which is regarded as
quite modern in its construction, was built around 5,000
years ago, and is regarded as
part of the Indus valley civilisation. Why, then, did we fall
behind the West? Why did we
not have an industrial revolution? Why was our advance in
science and technology
blocked, while Europe produced Copernicus, Galileo,
Kepler, Newton, Descartes,
Robert Boyle, Cavendish,
Priestly, Lavoisier, Maxwell,
Gauss,
Max
Planck,
Rutherford, Heisenberg, Pauli,

Niels Bohr, Einstein,
Schrodinger, Chadwick,
Madam Curie, Otto Hahn in
physics, chemistry and mathematics, William Harvey, Ross,
and so on in medicine,
Edmond Halley and so on in
astronomy, James Hutton in
Geology, Linnaeus, Buffon,
and Darwin in biology, and so
on. No doubt we produced CV
Raman, Srinivasa Ramanujan,
Chandrashekhar, S Bose and so
on but these are just a handful
What happened that made
in the history of India the
development of science and
technology less important
(after the great burst of scientific creativity in ancient India),
while in the West it became
more important? This mystery
is yet to be solved. Were there
cultural, economic, or historical factors involved in this
deceleration in learning? A
lot of scientific investigation is
called for.
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n ethnic rebel group in
northern Myanmar said it
A
shot down a Government military helicopter on Monday
during heavy fighting over a
strategic position.
The claim by the Kachin
Independence Army came as
protests against Myanmar's
military government continued
in Kachin State and elsewhere
in the country. It would be the
first aircraft shot down during
recent hostilities between the
government and ethnic guerrilla armies. There was no
immediate comment by the
government on the incident.
The Kachin are one of several ethnic minorities who
have allied themselves with
the nationwide protest movement against the military's
February ouster of the elected
government of Aung San Suu

Kyi, who was arrested and
remains in detention. The
country's ethnic minorities
have been fighting for decades
against the central government
for greater autonomy.
Government offences are
underway against the Kachin
and the Karen, another ethnic
minority in eastern Myanmar
that maintains its own armed
force and also has been the target of airstrikes. The fighting in
Kachin and Karen states has
displaced more than 45,000 villagers.
Col Naw Bu, a spokesman
for the Kachin Independence
Army, said his group's forces
shot down the aircraft after
government forces used helicopters and jet fighters in an
attack on Momauk township,
where the Kachin seized a base
at the foot of Alaw Bum mountain from the government on
March 25.
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he US will never waver in
its commitment to prevent
T
another terror attack on the
country and to keep the
American people safe,
President Joe Biden has vowed,
as he marked the 10th anniversary of the killing of Osama bin
Laden in Pakistan.
The al Qaeda leader who
evaded justice for 10 years
after the terror attacks of
September 11, 2001 met his
end in a covert raid by US special operations forces on May
1, 2011 in the Pakistani garrison city of Abbottabad.
In a statement on Sunday,
Biden, then Vice President,
recalled that he joined
President Barack Obama and
members of the national security team, crowded into the
Situation Room of the White
House in 2011 to watch as the
US military delivered longawaited justice to bin Laden.
"It is a moment I will never
forget," Biden said, while praising the intelligence professionals who had painstakingly
tracked bin Laden down; the

clarity and conviction of
President Obama in making
the call; the courage and skill
of the American team on the
ground.
"It had been almost ten
years since our nation was
attacked on 9/11 and we went
to war in Afghanistan, pursuing al Qaeda and its leaders. We
followed bin Laden to the gates
of hell — and we got him.
"We kept the promise to all
those who lost loved ones on
9/11: that we would never forget those we had lost, and that
the United States will never
waver in our commitment to
prevent another attack on our
homeland and to keep the
American people safe," the
president said.
Biden noted that as a result
of the efforts taken the US, his
administration was bringing to
an end the country's longest
war and draw down the last of

the American troops from
Afghanistan where al Qaeda is
now a "greatly degraded" terror
group.
The US and NATO formally began withdrawing their
last troops from Afghanistan
on Saturday, according to
White House and military officials. President Biden set May
1, 2021 as the official date on
which the remaining troops
would begin pulling out,
although the military has been
flying equipment out of the
country in recent weeks,
according to US media reports.
There are between 2,5003,500 US troops and about
7,000 North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) soldiers
remaining in Afghanistan, the
last of whom will leave the wartorn country by the end of
September.
Under a deal signed last
year between the Taliban militants and the administration of
former president Donald
Trump, foreign forces were to
have left by May 1 while the
Taliban held off attacking international troops.
Biden last month pushed
back the May 1 pullout, saying
some troops would stay on
until September 11 this year,
the 20th anniversary of the 9/11
attacks, citing the security situation.
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audi Arabia's King Salman
appointed a new Economy
Minister and named his eldest
living son as a special adviser
in a series of royal decrees
issued early on Monday.
The king named Faisal alIbrahim as the minister of
economy and planning, a move
that promotes him from his
post as deputy minister in
which he'd served as since
early 2018.
Al-Ibrahim has previously
held jobs with Aramco and in
the country's Council of
Economic Affairs and
Development, according to
Saudi state media reports.
Finance
Minister
Mohammed al-Jadaan had
been serving as the acting
minister of economy since last
year. In another decree published in state media, King
Salman appointed Prince
Sultan bin Salman as a special
adviser to his father.
The prince had been head
of the Saudi Space Authority,
leaning on his experience as the
first Arab astronaut to go to
space in 1985.
The space authority will
now be chaired by Abdullah alSwaha, who is also the minister of communications and
information technology.
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Colombo: Sri Lanka's Attorney
General on Monday slapped
800 charges against two top former security officials for their
failure to prevent the deadly 2019
Easter Sunday bomb attacks in
which over 270 people, including 11 Indians, were killed.
The charges were unveiled
in the Colombo High Court by
the country's top law officer
Dappula de Livera against former official in the defence
ministry Hemasiri Fernando
and former chief of police
Pujith Jayasundera.
The duo has been accused
of neglecting the prior intelligence input on the impending

attacks, thereby failing to prevent the loss of life.
Nine suicide bombers,
belonging to local Islamist
extremist group National
Thawheed Jamaat (NTJ) linked
to ISIS, carried out coordinated blasts that tore through
three churches and as many
luxury hotels in Sri Lanka on
the Easter Sunday in 2019.
A special presidential panel
recently recommended that
criminal action be taken
against both Fernando,
Jayasundera and several other
senior defense officials, including
former
president
Maithripala Sirisena.
PTI

he European Union has
summoned Russia's ambassador after Moscow blacklisted
eight EU officials in retaliation
for the bloc's decision to impose
sanctions over the imprisonment of Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny.
The
Russian
list
announced Friday includes
European Parliament President
David Sassoli and Vera Jourova,
a vice president of the
European Commission whose
brief includes rule of law issues
and disinformation.
European Commission
spokesman Peter Stano said
that Ambassador Vladimir
Chizhov would meet in
Brussels later Monday with

lethal force to break up the
protests. The Assistance
Association for Political
Prisoners, which tracks deaths
and arrests, said at least five
civilians were killed Sunday on
what protesters declared was
Global Myanmar Spring
Revolution Day.
The organisation said security forces have now killed 765
protesters and bystanders. The
government puts the death toll
at about one-third that figure
and says its actions are justified
to stop what it calls rioting.
The government also has
kept up targeted arrests of
activists and other people it
considers to be behind the
resistance movement. The
Assistance Association says
3,555 people have been
detained since the army's
seizure of power. About 40
journalists are among those
being held.
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op Biden administration
officials and US senators
crisscrossed the Middle East on
Monday, seeking to assuage
growing unease among Gulf
Arab partners over America's
re-engagement with Iran and
other policy shifts in the region.
The trips come as the U.S.
And Iran, through intermediaries in Vienna, discuss a return
to Tehran's tattered 2015 nuclear
deal with world powers that
former President Donald Trump
abandoned three years ago.
The United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf
allies, excluded from Obamaera nuclear negotiations, have
repeatedly pressed for a seat at
the table, insisting that any
return to the accord must
address Iran's ballistic missile
program and support for
regional proxies.
Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del.,
a key Biden ally dispatched on
overseas diplomatic missions,
told reporters in the UAE's capital of Abu Dhabi that he hoped
to allay the sheikhdom's
“understandable and legitimate
concerns” about the return to
the landmark deal and to create “broader engagement” with
Gulf partners.
Coons said “close consul-
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A video on social media
said to be of the helicopter
shows, at a great distance, an
aircraft diving as the sounds of
heavy weapons are heard. As
the helicopter continues a steep
descent, it appears to catch fire
and leaves a trail of smoke. The
video, and another taken from

a distance showing smoke from
what was said to be the crash
site, could not be independently verified.
Naw Bu said it was the first
aircraft shot down in what has
become a fierce battle lasting
almost two weeks after the
government attacked with
heavy artillery and fighter jets.
“Good news! Our prayer
has been answered. KIA shot
down a terrorist's helicopter,”
Hkanhpa Sadan, foreign secretary of the guerrilla army's
affiliated Kachin National
Organisation, said on Twitter.
Opponents of the military government routinely refer to its
forces as “terrorists”.
The ruling junta continues
to also face a challenge in the
cities and towns of Myanmar,
where street protests are still
being held more than three
months after it seized power.
Security forces often use

tation” with the UAE about the
ongoing talks in Vienna was
“important, expected and happening," adding that he hopes
the Emiratis “may not just be
notified, but actually help.”
What that means remains
unclear, as Gulf states now
watch with resignation as negotiations gain traction in the
Austrian capital. When asked
to elaborate, Coons balked at
the suggestion that the UAE's
input had acquired any greater
significance in talks with Iran
over the last five years.
“I did not in any way mean
to suggest that there was some
deal in the works where the
Emiratis would be securing
anything,” he said. “Vienna is
the place where the United
States government, the administration, is negotiating.”
Regional tensions are rising. To pressure the Biden
administration to lift sanctions
and come back into compliance
with the deal, Iran has steadily violated the accord's limitations on nuclear enrichment
and stockpiles of enriched uranium. The long shadow war
between Israel and the Iran has
intensified, with suspected
Israeli attacks on Iranian ships
in volatile Mideast waterways
and at Iran's Natanz nuclear
facility.

San Diego: The Biden administration said on Monday that
four families that were separated at the Mexico border during
Donald Trump's presidency will
be reunited in the United States
this week in what Homeland
Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas calls “just the beginning” of a broader effort.
Two of the four families
include mothers who were separated from their children in
late 2017, one Honduran and
another Mexican, Mayorkas
said, declining to detail their
identities. He described them
as children who were 3 years
old at the time and “teenagers
who have had to live without
their parent during their most
formative years”.
Parents will return to the
United States on humanitarian
parole while authorities consider other longer-term forms
of legal status, said Michelle
Brane, executive director of the
administration's Family
Reunification Task Force. The
children are already in the US
exactly how many families will
reunite in the United States and
in what order is linked to
negotiations with the American
Civil Liberties Union to settle
a federal lawsuit in San Diego,
but Mayorkas said there were
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according to a statement from
the ministry of defense.
“While in police custody,
before being transported to
Niamey, the suspected terrorists tried to escape around 4
a.M. And 24 of them were shot
dead by the army,” the defense
ministry said.
Both incidents are being
officially investigated.
Niger and neighboring
Burkina Faso and Mali are
battling the spread of deadly
extremist violence from groups
linked to al-Qaida and the
Islamic State group.
The increasing violence
has killed thousands of people
and displaced hundreds of
thousands despite the presence of regional and international troops.
AP

senior EU officials who “will
convey to him our strong condemnation and rejection of
this decision.”
Stano said the Russianimposed travel bans are “obviously very politically motivated and lack any legal justification. They are groundless.” He
said that “this all shows that
Russia is determined to continue the hostile track of confrontation.”
Russia's foreign ministry
has accused the EU of wanting to punish Moscow for its
“independent foreign and
domestic policies” and of trying to limit its development
with “unlawful restrictions.”
EU foreign ministers will
discuss tensions with Russia
when they meet on May 10.

Niamey (Niger): An ambush
on a military patrol near Niger's
border with Mali killed 16
Niger soldiers and left one
missing, the government said.
The patrol was returning
from a security mission near
the border with Mali in Tillia
in the northern part of Niger's
Tahoua region when it was
attacked by a band of men riding motorcycles on Saturday
evening, the Ministry of
Interior said in a statement late
Sunday. Six other soldiers were
wounded in the ambush.
Niger's military also intercepted a group of suspected
extremists Friday night, killing
at least 24 who were preparing
to attack Baibangou, a village
about 100 kilometers (62 miles)
north of the capital, Niamey,
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Brussels: In an announcement
sure to be welcomed by travelers worldwide, EU officials on
Monday proposed easing
restrictions on visiting the 27nation bloc as vaccination
campaigns across the continent
gather speed. Travel to the
European Union is currently
extremely limited except for a
handful of countries with low
infection rates.
But with the summer
tourist season looming, the
bloc's European Commission
hopes the new recommendations will dramatically expand
that list. The Commission
hopes the move will soon allow
travelers reunite with their
friends and relatives living in
Europe and support the bloc's
economy this summer.
“Time to revive EU
tourism industry and for crossborder friendships to rekindle
—
safely,”
European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen said.
AP
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ustralia's Prime Minister
Scott Morrison on Monday
A
defended his government's
decision to ban and impose a
jail term and a penalty for
Australians trying to return
from India, saying it is in the
country's “best interests” and to
prevent a third wave of infections.
The Australian government, for the first time in history, recently imposed a ban on
its citizens from returning
home, if they have spent time
in India up to 14 days before
flying back.
The government threatened to prosecute them with a
possibility of five years of jail
term or a penalty of 66,000
Australian dollars (USD
50,899).

Covid-19 restrictions capsised
after hitting a stationary sandladen cargo vessel in the Padma
River on Monday, leaving at
least 26 people dead, a senior
Bangladesh police officer said.
The accident occurred at the
old Kanthalbari ferry terminal in
Shibchar upazila of Madaripur
at around 8 am. The boat, driven by an inexperienced driver,
overturned in the Padma River
in central Bangladesh while
heading for Madaripur district
from Munshiganj district.
Rescuers have retrieved at least
26 bodies, police said.
"We have retrieved 26 bodies, rescued alive five others . ..
But searches are underway
for more as several speedboat
passengers are feared missing," said Ashiqur Rahman, the
police inspector of a nearby
ferry terminal.
PTI

more to come.
“We continue to work tirelessly to reunite many more
children with their parents in
the weeks and months ahead,”
Mayorkas told reporters ahead
of the announcement. "We
have a lot of work still to do, but
I am proud of the progress we
have made and the reunifications that we have helped to
achieve this week.”
More than 5,000 children
were separated from their parents during the Trump administration going back to July 1,
2017, many of them under a
“zero-tolerance” policy to criminally prosecute any adult who
entered the country illegally,
according to court filings. The
Biden administration is doing
its own count going back to
Trump's inauguration in
January 2017 and, according to
Brane, believes more than 1,000
families remain separated.
While family separation
under “zero-tolerance” ended
in June 2018 under court order
and shortly after Trump
reversed course, Biden has
repeatedly assailed the practice
as an act of cruelty. An executive order on his first day in
office pledged to reunite families that were still separated “to
the greatest extent possible.” AP
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sraeli settlers attacked a
Palestinian village in the
Ioccupied
West Bank overnight,
setting brush fires and hurling
stones, Palestinian officials and
an Israeli rights group said
Monday.
It appeared to be a revenge
attack after three Israelis were
wounded in a drive-by shooting at a nearby traffic junction
on Sunday.
The Israeli human rights
group B'Tselem said dozens of
settlers attacked the village of
Jaloud. It circulated videos
showing the fires, with people
shouting in the background.
Israeli security forces arrested
11 Palestinians and four people were wounded by rubber
bullets, B'Tselem said.
Ghassan Daghlas, a
Palestinian Authority official
who monitors settlement activity in the northern West Bank,
provided a similar account,
saying the villagers had come
out to defend the village after
the settlers attacked.
The Israeli military said
Israeli civilians and Palestinians
hurled rocks at each other outside the village and that “a
number of locations were ignited.” It did not provide details on
what triggered the violence. It
said around 10 people were
detained, but did not identify
them.
Radical Israeli settlers have
been known to carry out socalled “price tag” attacks on
Palestinian communities in
response to violence or perceived Israeli plans to restrict
settlement activity.
Israel captured the West
Bank in the 1967 war, and the
Palestinians want it to form the
main part of their future state.
Nearly 5,00,000 Israeli settlers
live in more than 100 settlements scattered across the West
Bank, which is home to some
2.5 million Palestinians.
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he Government on
Monday waived Integrated
T
GST (IGST) till June 30 on the
import of Covid-related relief
material donated or received
free of cost from outside India
for free distribution.
The Finance Ministry in a
statement said the government
had received a number of representations from charitable
organisations, corporate entities, and other Associations/
entities outside India seeking
exemption from IGST on the
import of Covid-19 relief material, donated/received free of
cost from outside India for free
distribution.
“Accordingly, the Central
Government has ... Granted
exemption from IGST on
import of such goods received
free of cost for free distribution
for covid relief,” it said, adding
the exemption would be applic-

able till June 30.
This exemption would also
cover goods already imported
but lying uncleared at the
Customs ports.
The Government has
already exempted from customs duty import of a host of
COVID-related relief materials,
including Remdesivir injection and its APIs, Inflammatory
diagnostic (markers) kits, medical grade oxygen, oxygen therapy related equipment such as
oxygen concentrators, cryogenic transport tanks, etc, and
Covid vaccines.
The IGST exemption given
on Monday would be subject to
nodal authorities, appointed
by the state governments,
authorising any entity, relief
agency or statutory body, for
free distribution of such relief
material.
The said goods can be
imported free of cost by a state
government or, any entity/
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ndia’s high frequency indicators have started to show a
Isoftening
trend in economic
activity, Crisil Research said on
Monday.
“In India, the impact of
state-announced restrictions
are more clearly showing up
across high frequency indicators - they all trended down for
the second consecutive week,”
it said. Retail mobility fell 8.2
percentage points (pp) on average in the week ending May 2,
while workplace mobility
slowed 7.1 pp.
Besides, toll collection
through electronic mode
declined 2 per cent on-week.
Similarly, Goods and
Services Tax e-way bill collection (volume) declined 6.9 per
cent on-week for week ending
April 25.
Lately, India’s crushing second Covid-19 wave has been
making new peaks with every
passing day, as daily cases near
the 4 lakh plus level.
“If it was any consolation
amid the steep rise in daily
cases and deaths, growth in

recoveries, which lagged cases
till last week, grew faster by 57
per cent in the week April 26May 2. That compared with 16
per cent growth in cases.”
“Growth in daily cases in
major affected states, such as
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh
too slowed down, compared
with the week ending April 25.
But recovery rate has declined
to 82 per cent as of May 2, due
to the high base of confirmed
cases,” Crisil said.
Furthermore, it said that
Covid-19’s second wave is closing in on rural India.
“The share of predominantly rural districts in new
cases in April was 30 per cent
up from 21 per cent in March.
This is still lower than the peak
reached in the first wave (at 40
per cent in August 2020).”
“Further, daily vaccinations are slowing as vaccine
supplies are choked. They
dropped from 1,992 per million
in the week prior to 1,585 per
million on average, in the week
ending May 02. This is the third
straight week that daily vaccinations have declined.”

relief agency/ statutory body,
authorized in this regard for
free distribution anywhere in
India.
The importer shall before
clearance of goods from
Customs produce a certificate
from the said nodal authorities
that goods are meant for free
distribution for Covid relief.
After imports, the
importer shall produce, to the
Deputy
or
Assistant
Commissioner of Customs at
the port within a period of six
months from the date of
importation or within such
extended
period not exceeding nine
months, a statement containing
details of goods imported and
distributed free of cost.
This statement shall be
certified by the said nodal
authority of the state government.
“This exemption shall
thus enable import of the Covid

relief supply imported free of
cost for free distribution without payment of IGST (up to the
30th June, 2021). As customs
duty is already exempt , these
imports will not attract any customs duty or IGST,” the ministry added.
India’s single day COVID
infections had crossed a record
4 lakh mark last week. On
Monday, 3.68 lakh new infections and 3,417 deaths were
reported.
Last week, the government
slashed IGST rate on import of
oxygen concentrators for personal use to 12 per cent, from
28 per cent, for two months till
June 30.
Under Goods and Services
Tax (GST), the tax levied on
consumption of goods or rendering of service is split 50:50
between the Centre and the
state. Such tax is known as
Central-GST or CGST and
State-GST or SGST.
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emand growth pushed
India’s manufacturing sector output higher in April,
showed IHS Markit India
Manufacturing PMI report on
Monday.
Accordingly, the report
said economic conditions in
India’s manufacturing sector
remained favourable in April,
as companies scaled up production in line with a further
improvement in demand.
Consequently, the headline seasonally adjusted IHS
Markit India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) inched up from 55.4
(index reading) in March to
55.5 in April.
The PMI ranges between 0
and 100, with a reading above
50 indicating an overall
increase compared to the previous month.
Besides, the report said
consumer goods sector was
the strongest-performing category, followed by capital goods
and then intermediate goods.
“While output and sales
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increased at the slowest rates
since last August due to an
intensification of the Covid-19
crisis, there was a faster upturn
in international orders,” the
report said.
“Moreover, quantities of
purchases expanded at one of
the strongest rates seen for over
nine years as firms sought to
boost their inventories.”
Furthermore, survey participants signalled a steep
increase in input costs, the
quickest since July 2014, and
upward revisions to selling
prices.
“The rate of charge inflation climbed to the highest in
seven-and-a-half years.”
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he second wave of Covid19 and the rollback of the
stamp duty cut in
Maharashtra impacted the
housing sales in April, showed
a report by Knight Frank
India.
The report noted that
Mumbai recorded upwards of
10,000 residential property
registrations in April 2021.
However, upon delving
deeper into the property registrations data, it was found
that, only 7 per cent of these
registrations were from new

T

residential sales concluded
in the same month, while 93
per cent of the registrations
were from properties transacted between December
2020 to March 2021 for which
applicable stamp duties were
paid during the lower rate
window, it said.
The Maharashtra state
government in December
2020 had given a leeway of
four months to homebuyers
to register a property after the
payment of stamp duty in
order to prevent crowding of
registration offices.
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ith the second wave of
the pandemic disruptW
ing supply chains for most
industries, India Ratings has
projected an overall 6 per cent
median revenue growth for
corporates this fiscal over
FY20.
However, this will be a
high 21.2 per cent over FY21,
the year of the pandemic when
half of the year was almost lost
in lockdwons; and the forecast
is more than its own earlier
assumption of 4.4 per cent,
though.
The service-oriented sector is the worst hit so far when
it comes to supply-side disruption from the second wave
of the pandemic, the report
said on Monday, adding this
has pushed back their recovery
beyond the current fiscal.
While FY22 is likely to be
better than FY20 for most of
the sectors due to an improvement in revenue benefitting
largely from elevated prices
and pent-up demand resulting
in higher volume growth,
volatile commodity prices
along with interest rates reversal and the rupee fall are like-

ly to cap profitability, the report
added.
“Given these, we expect an
overall median revenue growth
of 6 per cent for corporates in
FY22 over FY20 and 21.2% over
FY21,” India Ratings said, and
pointed out this is an increase
from its earlier estimate of a
median growth of 4.4 %.
The gains in FY22 is primarily a result of some level of
consolidation resulting in bipolarisation, meaning larger companies growing faster than
smaller ones, it said. Moreover,
excess cash used for deleveraging across sectors will result
in higher operating leverage
supporting the overall credit
profile of corporates, the
agency noted.
But sectors like pharma,
chemicals, cement and steel
may witness some capex on
account of higher liquidity
cushion with them, it added.
Lower revenue growth is
likely to test the credit profile
in FY23 due to the moderation
in consumption and investment demand outlook and
smoothening out of supply
chain issues, and the consequent possible moderation in
prices, the rating agency said.
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quity benchmark Sensex
E
staged a smart recovery
from the day’s low to end with
marginal losses on Monday,
propped up by robust buying in
FMCG and telecom counters.
Reliance Industries and
banking stocks accounted for
most of the losses, while a
rebounding rupee also provided support, traders said.
After plunging over 750
points in early trade, the 30share BSE index made a U-turn
to finish 63.84 points or 0.13
per cent lower at 48,718.52.
In similar movement, the
broader NSE Nifty closed 3.05
points or 0.02 per cent higher
at 14,634.15.
Titan was the top laggard
in the Sensex pack, shedding
4.58 per cent, followed by
IndusInd Bank, Reliance
Industries, Axis Bank, Kotak
Bank, ITC, SBI, ONGC and
ICICI Bank.
On the other hand, Bharti
Airtel, HUL, Maruti, Bajaj
Finance, Asian Paints, NTPC

and Nestle India were among
the gainers, climbing up to 3.98
per cent.
“Domestic equities recovered sharply from day’s low
despite weak global cues. While
growing uncertainties about
collection efficiency and asset
quality of banks/NBFCs
dragged heavy weight financials, strong buying in FMCG
and Metals supported recovery
in markets,” said Binod Modi,
Head Strategy at Reliance
Securities.
While persistent rise in
second wave of COVID-19
cases has weighed on investors’
sentiments, steady corporate
earnings with positive managements’ commentaries
offered support to markets, he
noted.
On the macroeconomic
front, India’s manufacturing
sector activity was largely flat
in April, as rates of growth for
new orders and output eased to
eight-month lows amid the
intensification of the COVID19 crisis, a monthly survey
showed on Monday.
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were higher in Europe
he rupee rose by 14 paise to
SAsia,hares
on Monday after a retreat in Tclose nearly one-month
where some markets high of 73.95 against the US
including those in Tokyo and
Shanghai were closed for holidays. London was also closed
for the May Day holiday.
Hong Kong and Seoul
declined while Paris and
Frankfurt advanced. US futures
were higher.
Oil prices were mixed and
the yield on the 10-year
Treasury note was steady at
1.62 per cent.
Markets have mostly
climbed in recent weeks as
investors remain optimistic
that the pandemic is slowly and
steadily coming to a close, at
least in the United States.

dollar on Monday following
losses in the American currency in the global markets.
A fall in crude oil prices
and positive economic data
helped the local unit pare early
losses.
The rupee had opened
lower at 74.25 and hit the day’s
low of 74.33 later in line with
early losses in the domestic
equities.
The local unit, however,
pared its losses in afternoon
trade on the back of dollar sale
by exporters, positive manufacturing data and a recovery
in stock indices.

BdVPa_a^SdRcX^] &$[PZW_T^_[T[^bTY^QbX]0_aX[Pb B18P[[^RPcTb @9<cUU[cbU]_fQ\_VX_QbTY^Wc
aTPRWTb!(( \] [^RZS^f]bb_a^dc*d]T\_[^h\T]c C& Ra^aTU^a `b_]_dY^WRUUb*83cUU[c
c^]]TbX]>Rc0_a Pc#\^]cWWXVWbPhb2<84
UXVWcPVPX]bc 4U\XY7_fd>4=3cdQ^T
Ministry of Information &
?C8Q =4F34;78
^U!!! )8B<0
Broadcasting (MIB) in

10"  
 1 6*5*

he country’s sugar produche second wave of Covidtion has reached 29.91 mil- T19 and the resultant
T
lion tonne till April of the localised lockdowns have

Reserve Bank of India for a
period of three years, the central bank said in a statement.
Sankar has filled the
vacancy created after the retirement of B P Kanungo on April
2.
The other three deputy
governors are Michael D Patra,
who heads the all-important
monetary policy department;
Mukesh Kumar Jain, the commercial banker-turned-central
banker; and Rajeshwar Rao.
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ongoing 2020-21 marketing
season, industry body ISMA
said on Monday.
With regard to sugar
exports, mills have contracted
for shipments of 5.4 to 5.5 million tonne so far. Out of which,
3.5 million tonne has been
exported, while another 1 million tonne is expected to be
done by this month, it said.
On ethanol, Indian Sugar Mills
Association (ISMA) said mills
have supplied 117.72 crore litres
of ethanol to oil marketing
companies till April 19 of this
year against the total contracted quantity of 302.53 crore
litres, it added. Releasing updated production figures, ISMA
said mills across the country
have produced 29.91 million
tonne of sugar during the OctApril period of the 2020-21
marketing season (Oct-Sept).
ISMA has estimated sugar
production to be 30.2 million
tonne in the 2020-21 marketing season, higher than 27.42
million tonne achieved in the
previous season.
As per
the ISMA data, Sugar production in Uttar Pradesh, the
country’s largest sugar-producing state, remained slightly lower at 10.56 million tonne
till April of this year, as against
11.65 million tonne in the
year-ago period.
Whereas the output in
Maharashtra, the country’s second-largest sugar producer,
rose substantially to 10.56 million tonne from 6.09 million
tonne in the said period.
Similarly, output in Karnataka,
the country’s third-largest
sugar-producing state, rose to
4.16 million tonne till April of
this year as against 3.38 million
tonne in the year-ago period.
Most mills in these key producing states are expected to
close their operations in the
next fortnight or so.
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impacted over 75 lakh jobs,
taking the unemployment rate
to a four-month high of 8 per
cent, the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE) said
on Monday.
The situation on the
employment front is expected
to continue to remain challenging going forward as well,
CMIE’s managing director and
chief executive Mahesh Vyas
said.
“In the month of April,
compared to March, we have
lost 75 lakh jobs. That is what
has caused the jump in the
unemployment rate,” he told
PTI.
The national unemployment rate touched 7.97 per cent
as per the centre’s proprietary
data, with urban areas witnessing higher stress at 9.78 per
cent and rural joblessness at
7.13 per cent.
The national unemployment rate had stood at 6.50 per
cent in March, and the number
on both rural and urban front
was lower.
The second wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic has led
to a slew of pockets going

under lockdown-like situation
with only essential activities
being allowed, which result in
a chill in a bulk of economic
activities and a resultant impact
on jobs.
“I do not know about the
peaking of the COVID wave,
but I can see stress on the
employment front,” Vyas said.
What is likely to happen
is that unemployment can
remain at high levels, he said,
adding that the labour force
participation rate can also fall.
“In worst situation, both can
happen,” Vyas added.
He, however, said that the
situation right now is not as
dire as the one witnessed in the
first lockdown, when the
unemployment rate had
touched up to 24 per cent levels.
The country is reporting
around 4 lakh new infections a
day and over 3,000 deaths. In
an address to the nation last
month, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had advised
states to look at lockdowns as
a last resort, because of its
impact on economic activity.
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in the Delhi High
Court on Monday sought
New Delhi:The country’s direction to the Delhi governlargest lender SBI on Monday
announced allocating C71 crore
towards the fight against
Covid-19, a part of which will
be used to set up a makeshift
1,000-bed hospital for the treatment of patients in some of the
worst-affected States. State
Bank of India (SBI) has allocated C71 crore to undertake
various support initiatives to
combat the second wave of
Covid-19, SBI said in a release.
The State-owned lender
has allocated C30 crore for a
makeshift hospital while C21
crore will be used to support
initiatives such as procurement of life-saving healthcare
equipment, oxygen supply to
hospitals, Covid-care centres,
ambulances, PPE kits, masks as
well as food relief efforts.
Besides, C0 crore will be used
to supplement government’s
effort in genome sequencing,
and C10 crore will be earmarked to collaborate with
on-ground NGOs to address
the community needs, SBI said.

ment and the NDMC to
remove the hoardings put up
by a Bengaluru-based beer
manufacturer advertising its
product.
A bench of Chief Justice D
N Patel and Justice Jasmeet
Singh issued notice to the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi, the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) and the beer manufacturer - Pegasi Spirits - seeking their stand on the plea by
a lawyer.
Advocate Dhruv Chawla,
in his plea, has said that the

September last year put out an
advisory for private satellite TV
channels to ensure that liquor,
tobacco and other intoxicants
are not advertised directly or
indirectly on their channels in
violation of existing law.
In March this year he came
across several hoardings across
Delhi advertising the alcoholic
beverage of Pegasi and filed a
complaint with the Advertising
Standard Council of India
(ASCI) regarding the same.
He also filed an application
under the Right to Information
Act seeking details with regard
to any sanction or permission
given by NDMC to put up the
hoardings.
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Rabi Sankar on Monday
took over as the new
T
Deputy Governor of the

Sankar
was
Executive Director of the
Reserve Bank before being elevated to the post of deputy governor.
The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
cleared Sankar’s appointment
as the new RBI deputy governor on Saturday.
“In pursuance with the
Government of India notification dated May 3, 2021, T
Rabi Sankar took over as the
Deputy Governor of Reserve
Bank of India today for a period of three years or until further orders, whichever is earlier,” the RBI said.
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Time to
heal naturally

ne of the most common chronic diseases of the respiratory
system, asthma affects more than 300 million people across
O
the world with around one-tenth of them in India. While the prevalence of asthma is higher in developed countries, the burden of
asthma-related deaths is much higher in developing countries like
India. In fact, according to a report published by the World Health
Organisation (WHO), over 80 per cent of asthma deaths take place
in developing countries.
While environmental allergens like dust, pollen, insects and
domesticated animals are the leading triggers of asthma, outdoor
air pollution has also emerged as a problematic trigger. Researchers
from the French Institute of Health and Medical Research found
that high traffic intensity and ozone exposure has increased the
risk factors in individuals living with asthma. With rising environmental pollution, the incidence of respiratory disease is increasing in India, particularly among children. It is important therefore to introduce a holistic approach towards the management of
this condition through the use of naturopathy and yoga. Evidence
suggests that a naturopathic approach can offer long-term health
benefits to people with asthma by reducing the intensity of the
disease, improving symptoms and lung function while significantly reducing drug requirement.
Modern medicine relies
heavily on the use of steroid
FWX[T\^STa] inhalation and anti-inflamma\TSXRX]Tf^aZbX]P tory drugs to manage the conThese drugs work by
aTPRcXeTP__a^PRWc^ dition.
reducing inflammation and
\P]PVTbh\_c^\b mucus production in the airthereby improving
fWT]cWThPaXbT ways,
symptoms and con]Pcda^_PcWhf^aZbc^ trolling the condiT[X\X]PcTcWTRPdbT tion. However, the
high cost of drugs
P]SaTSdRTcWT and their potential
bTeTaXch^U side effects remain a
of concern. A
cWTSXbTPbT cause
naturopathy based
treatment, on the other
hand, uses a drugless
approach which is much safer and sustainable.
Naturopathy is holistic rather than a compartmental way of
treating and managing a condition. While modern medicine works
in a reactive approach to manage symptoms when they arise, naturopathy works to eliminate the cause and reduce the severity of the
disease. The Alternative system of medicine believes that all diseases are caused due to an accumulation of toxins or morbid matter in the body and negative vibrations in the mind. The therapeutic plan in naturopathy is executed in three phases — the eliminative phase, which focuses on cleansing the body of accumulated toxins, the soothing phase, which focuses on rejuvenating the
body and supplying the necessary nourishment, and the constructive phase, in which the body’s metabolic activity is regulated.
The treatment is divided into three therapy sections — Nature
cure therapy, Diet therapy and Yoga therapy. Nature Cure therapy consisted of chest pack applied from 30 minutes to an hour once
or twice a day depending upon the clinical condition of the patient.
This was accompanied by a combination of hot foot and arm bath,
partial massage therapy to upper back and chest, fomentation,
Asthma Bath, Oxygen Bath, Steam and Sauna Bath, Enema, Steam
Inhalation and Drainage therapy. Under the diet therapy, patients
were prescribed nutritionally calcium-rich, non-mucus and nonacid generating food-items along with herbs and lots of water. Yogic
kriya, Yogasana, Pranayama and Yoganidra spanning into a threeweek programme with a gradual gradation in the severity of the
practices was the third pillar of the treatment approach.
The study combined with a year follow up of patients had shown
highly promising results. The naturopathy approach helped these
patients to improve their lung function and symptoms while reducing the requirement of drugs in most patients.
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0;<>=3B ) Immunity has
taken centrestage during the
pandemic. So much so, that
anything and everything that
has
immunity
booster
written on it is running off
the shelves real quick.
However,
heightened
immunity can be achieved at
home without too much
efforts.
Eating a handful of
almonds every day can do
the job for you. Almonds
are a source of 15
nutrients such as
magnesium,
protein,
riboflavin,
zinc, etc. In
addition to
this, they are
also high in vitamin E, which acts as an

antioxidant to support pulmonary immune function.
Vitamin E is also known to
offer protection against infections caused by viruses and
bacteria. It also helps prevent
cold.
Alternatively, you can
soak five-six almonds
overnight and have them as
the first thing in morning.

he second wave of COVID-19 has been
characterised by a sharp spike in cases
that has overwhelmed the healthcare
system in India. Scenes depicting patient and
attendants waiting for tests, oxygen and medicines have become common these days. The
only solution is to fight back.
The first important observation during
this time is that vaccinated people seem to
be protected against severe form of the disease. Except a few rare cases, the vaccinated
people have mostly recovered well. In addition to this, the infection rate among vaccinated people does not appear to be significantly lower than unvaccinated people.
Third, vaccination doesn’t provide absolute
protection against infection or reinfection.
This makes it clear that all citizens need to
follow guidelines like wearing of masks, regular hand washing/use of sanitisers and social
distancing norms. Fourth, the proportion of
people with moderate or severe disease
appears to be higher as compared to previous years pandemic. This too has overburdened the healthcare system. Fifth deterioration of patients in second week (from symptom onset) has been reported frequently. The
most frequent deterioration has been reported from day seven to day 12 of symptom
onset. Deterioration includes rapid decline
in oxygen saturation level, markedly increased
breathlessness overnight, chest pain, appearance of high grade fever after few days of
being afebrile etc. Sixth, though elderly people and people with comorbidities appear to
be at higher risk of adverse outcomes but
severe disease isn’t infrequent among healthy
unvaccinated adults.
The picture appears to be gloomy. What
can be done at this stage to minimise the loss
of lives? Here are a few basic facts that are
essential to manage the ongoing pandemic.
The first part focuses on what can be done
at home. The first step involves classification
of disease severity at home. First, anybody
testing positive for Covid-19 by rapid antigen kit or RT-PCR needs to isolate himself
and monitor his oxygen saturation. Person
with oxygen saturation of 94 per cent, 90 to
94 per cent and less than 90 per cent at room
air are considered to have mild, moderate and
severe disease respectively. These needs to be
monitored at least four times a day till two
weeks are competed or the person is completely symptom free. Second, we need to
identify factors which predict the progression
to moderate and severe disease. One important test which can be done at home itself is
measuring pulse rate regularly along with
oxygen saturation. If the pulse rate is persistently more than 100 on repeated measurement and oxygen saturation drops by more
than five per cent on walking for six minutes
then there are higher chances of progressing
to moderate and severe disease. High
Resolution Computed Tomography scoring
is informative of disease severity too if it is
done on day six of symptom onset.
By following the basic precautions and
getting vaccinated will help us beat the virus.
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DEALING WITH DOUBLE TROUBLE

>]cWT^RRPbX^]^UF^a[S0bcW\P3Ph<DB1070B7<8b_TPZbfXcWS^Rc^abc^
cT[[h^dW^f^]TRP]\P]PVTcWTSXbTPbTSdaX]V2^a^]PP]SfWPcc^S^XU^]TXb
d]bdaTfWTcWTaWTXbTg_TaXT]RX]VP]PbcW\PPccPRZ^a2>E83bh\_c^\b
reathlessness, chest tightness
and coughing, does these
sound like COVID symptoms to you? Most probably, yes.
However, the fact of the matter is
that all these symptoms echo with
asthma too.
While it is hard to identify
whether a person is having an
asthma attack or COVID because
the patients are now presenting with
newer symptoms, experts say that
asthma patients should continue
with their medications.
“People feeling breathless
may sometimes confuse
between Covid symptoms
and an asthma attack.
The major symptoms
seen nowadays in Covid
positive patients are
breathlessness instead of
fever or any other common Covid symptoms
such as sore throat,
headache, cough etc. In such a
situation it is best to use the inhaler
so the asthma attack can be managed. In case of asthma patients having contracted Covid, inhalers and
bronchodilators as well as other
medications should be continued as
per schedule. Nebulisers are again
very useful in handling Covid
induced bronchospasms. Asthma
patients can easily use nebulization,
with or without steroids, to help
alleviate chest congestions and
pressure,” Dr Sandeep Nayar, Senior
Director & HOD, Chest &
Respiratory Diseases, BLK-MAX
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Ud[[haTR^eTaTSP]SS^]TfXcW
bT[UXb^[PcX^]P]S`dPaP]cX]T
\TPbdaTb
Q 0[b^XUh^dWPScWTX]UTRcX^]
PUcTaaTRTXeX]VcWTUXabcS^bT^U
ePRRX]TcWT]fPXcPc[TPbc
\^]cWPUcTaaTR^eTahQTU^aT
VTccX]VcWT^cWTaS^bT
Q 8UP[^]VfXcWPbcW\Ph^dP[b^
WPeT^cWTaR^]SXcX^]bRPdbX]V
X\\d]TSTUXRXT]Rh[XZT78E^a
RP]RTabR^]bd[ch^daS^Rc^a
QTU^aTVTccX]VcWTePRRX]T
Q 3^]^cbcT_^dc^UW^\T8U
d]Pe^XSPQ[TfTPaPS^dQ[T

Super Speciality Hospital, tells you.
Respiratory viruses can trigger
and worsen asthma symptoms and
if a person has uncontrolled asthma, they may develop or face severe
Covid symptoms. Uncontrolled
asthma can mean that there will
already be inflammation in the
lungs and airways will be compromised so in many cases Covid may
even lead to pneumonia, fibrosis
(thick and stiff lung walls) or other
intense respiratory diseases.
“All asthmatics need to be compliant with their regular medications. Covid virus can also cause
flare up of asthma in addition to
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Pearly white teeth and
picture perfect smile is on
everyone’s bucket list.
ROSHANI DEVI shares
simple and easy to follow
home remedies that can help
azzling white teeth is
a dream of many.
Everyone wants to
get rid of yellow teeth for that
perfect smile. Of course, one
can visit a dentist but that
will fall heavily on your
pocket. Here are home remedies foe the same.
Most homes
have baking soda
and yes, it can
be used for
almost anything — from
cleaning toilets
to getting rid of
that stain in your
favourite dress or
shirt to even whitening the teeth.
Take two-four teaspoons of baking soda and
add lemon juice to make a
paste. Depending on the
amount of baking soda, the
added liquid will differ.

D

Apply a liberal amount onto
the toothbrush and brush
teeth for two minutes.
Repeat the process a few
times a week or until the
desired results are achieved.
Believe it or not rinsing
the mouth with coconut
oil for whitening is
age-old. Prior to
brushing your
teeth, use a
spoon to
scoop an
appropriate
amount of
coconut oil
up. Take oneand-a-half tablespoon of coconut
oil and put it into your
mouth. Like the mouthwash, swish the liquid
around for 10-15 minutes.
Spit out the oil and then
brush teeth. Repeat as necessary.

\PbZfWX[TV^X]V^dc
Q @dXcb\^ZX]VPbXcRP]QTeTah
SP]VTa^dbU^a_PcXT]cbfXcW
PbcW\P^a^cWTaaTb_XaPc^ah
X[[]TbbTb
Q 0e^XS^dcS^^aTgTaRXbTbU^Rdb
^]QaTPcWX]VTgTaRXbTbP]S
S^X]Vh^VPX]S^^ab
Q CPZT_aTbRaXQTS\TSXRX]TbP]S
X]WP[Tab:TT_]TRTbbPah
\TSXRX]Tbbc^RZTSd_
Q 4PcPWTP[cWhSXTcaXRWX]
]dcaXT]cbP]S_a^cTX]b0e^XS
TPcX]V^dcP]SU^^SbaXRWX]^X[
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\TSXRPcX^]bbW^d[S
QTR^]cX]dTSPb_Ta
bRWTSd[T
°3aBP]STT_=PhPa

causing pneumonia. Hence, early
medical advice should be sought in
case of symptomatic deterioration,”
Dr Arunesh Kumar, Senior
Consultant & Head Respiratory
Medicine/Pulmonology, Paras
Hospital, says.
Nayar adds that all asthma
patients above 18 years of age must
get vaccinated to prevent the deadly implications of the virus even if
they get infected.
“Vaccination will not just help
in protecting from the virus but will
also help reduce the severity of the
symptoms. However, those having
had an immediate or severe allergic reaction to the vaccine or any of
its ingredients, must consult their
physician,” Nayar says.
Many people don’t consider
asthma as a serious condition,
however, asthma compounded by
other infections can increase the
risk. An important aspect for all
patients is to know the triggers so
one can keep away from them and
be protected from another attack.
“Identify your triggers. If dust
causes problem, try and keep your
surroundings dust free. Maintain
proper cleanliness at all times. At
such a time, when differentiating
between COVID and asthma attack
has become a task, it is advisable
that you are on optimum guard and
eliminate anything and everything
that can aggravate asthma,” Dr.
Deepak Verma, Internal Medicine,
Columbia
Asia
Hospital,
Ghaziabad, explains.
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B has killed more people in
history than any other infecT
tious disease. Mycobacterium
Tuberculosis continues to ravage
communities and societies
across the globe since its emergence 9000 years ago. India
bears disproportionately large
burden of the global TB incidence, accounting for over 27
per cent of the world’s 10.8 million TB cases. This burden is
further exacerbated as India
also is a leading country for people with multiple drug-resistant
forms (MDR-TB) that do not
respond to commonly used
medicines and aggravate mortality.
Multiple factors contribute
to the growing rates of TB:
Tuberculosis is a social disease.
The under-privileged are disproportionately affected due to
poor living conditions, malnutrition and access to healthcare.
Stigma leads to underreporting
and ostracization within the

community and the workplaces.
The long treatment period leads
to poor compliance, and the
chronic nature of the disease
leads to rising mortality.
“The severity of the epidemic has led to a host of TB control initiatives in the country
with the Government committed to eradicating TB by 2025.
We have made great strides in
TB care. The scaling-up of diagnosis and treatment and an efficient system has saved millions
of lives. However, while these
successes are commendable,
there remain gaps, such as the
medicalised perception of TB,
that need to be addressed. For
too long, the focus has been on
diagnosis and treatment of disease, with minimal attention to
supportive services, making TB
redressal a challenge,” Dr Dalbir
Singh, President, Global
Coalition for TB, says.
TB is a multifaceted issue
involving society, gender, and

inequalities. Viewing it through
a solely medical lens hinders our
opportunities for patient care. A
TB patient’s first interface with
a medical service is often an
unfamiliar hospital environment, where a heavy emphasis
on technical knowledge and
treatment procedures reinforces
the patient’s growing anxieties.
A large part of making TB services accessible involves demystifying the disease. While counselling services ensure that
patients are adequately sensitised
regarding their illness, these are
still centralised facilities that are
inaccessible for many. We need
to move towards decentralised
patient-centric approaches that
serve to reduce the burden on
marginalised communities.
“While we work towards
making TB care more accessible,
we must also consider the experiences of those affected by TB.
Often, programmes are designed
from a position of expertise that

fails to account for the needs of
those the programme aims to
benefit. There is a glaring
absence of the patient’s voice in
our TB control initiatives and a
subsequent lack of understanding of the patient experience.
The voices of those affected by
TB matter because they break
through pre-existing perceptions and provide real experiences and needs of those that
have survived TB. There is a
need for a sustained effort
focused on benefiting them,
easing their experiences,
empowering them and making
them the voice for change,” Dr
Rajeev Gowda, Former Rajya
Sabha member, adds.
The fight against TB
requires the combined effort of
many sectors. The pandemic has
shown us that it is possible to
tackle such diseases if we work
together and that there is much
to be learned from the COVID19 response.
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ith Covid-19 impacting us like
never before, most of us are
spending more time at home.
Working from home, around the same
environment, can become a mundane
task. Along with work stress, being
locked up at home, can impact us
majorly. Changing the set up at home
can increase our productivity as what
we see and interact with directly influences our well-being.
A home office that inspires creativity is easy. It is also a great way to utilise
quarantine time. Here are three basic
tips which you can play around with
and also infuse with your personal
style.
SUse bright colours as these help
you stay awake and alive while keeping
lethargy away. An accent piece is a great
way to add a fun element to your space.
Stress can sneak up on you but the good
news is that you can keep the levels
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down by simply using the right colours
in your home. You might not even
notice it, but your body and mind react
to colours. For 2021 Pantone hasn’t chosen one but two colours of the year —
the neutral ‘ultimate grey’ together with
a lovely yellow called ‘illuminating’. This
mix of colours conveys a message of
strength and hopefulness that is both
enduring and uplifting. Practical and
rock solid but, at the same time, warming and optimistic, this union is one of
strength and positivity. As grey is a neutral, soothing shade, hints of yellow can
bring in a bright element that your
space would be happy to have.
SWorking from home is the norm
for plenty of professionals, but for some
of us, we’re just getting in the groove of
working remotely for the first time. As
we get used to that work-from-home
life, it’s important to rearrange your
home work space in an organised way

ctress Shweta Tripathi encourages sustainable
fashion for the sake of the environment.”I am a big
A
advocate of sustainable fashion and I think if one is con-

that will keep you focused on your daily
tasks with all the essentials you need.
To help you upgrade your new work
station, avoid getting too cosy or comfy,
invest in a good office chair, a desk and,
maybe, then add a fashionable cushion
to go along with the arrangement.
WFH can get boring and it’s here to stay,
so keep changing your cushions
every month or so as these can add a
new look to your home-office every
month.
SLast, keeping your surroundings

scious of the environment, they’d always choose ethical clothing over anything else. Right from thrift stores
to second-hand shopping, I’d like to encourage people
to indulge in these practices and make a difference,”
Shweta said.
The actress treats her clothes with a lot of love and
care to ensure they are not torn or damaged.
“The problem is that everyone thinks someone else
will save the world. It’s time to be that someone. If we
all do our little bit, the world will be in a better place.
I’d also like to tell people that even when it comes to
sourcing for shoots, we try our best to cut down on new
things,” she added.
In her new web-series, the thriller Escaype Live,
Shweta wears her own footwear.”For my character in
Escaype Live, I’m wearing my own footwear as opposed
to buying new ones because if there’s something that
already fits, I think it’s really unnecessary to purchase
new ones,” she said.
—IANS

clutter-free can change the entire game.
With fewer distractions around, your
eyes will remain focused on tasks at
hand. It’s essential for your productivity — and your mental health — to keep
your workspace organised. It may seem
like a daunting task, but the incentive
to start organising is undeniable.
—The author is director of e-commerce of an Indian brand of handmade
rugs and accessories that are exported to
over 90 countries across the world
ccording to National
Eating
Disorders
A
Association, the International
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eauty is a matter of cultivating
some good habits to last you a lifeB
time. Here are some tips that I swear
by to give you that extra edge:
Remember to cleanse your
face every night, removing makeup and pollutants that are
deposited during the day. I
use an aloe vera and lemon
cleanser for normal
to dr y skin.
Glowing skin that
is free from
blemishes is the
result of daily,
appropriate
cleansing.
Remove all
creams, like
cleansing
creams, nourishing
creams,
under-eye creams
with moist cotton
wool, so that there is
no moisture loss.
Moist cotton doesn’t

absorb moisture from
the skin.
Moisture and protection are the life of
skin, especially in winter,
to keep the skin soft
and smooth. Sun-exposure also causes moisture loss. Use sunscreen
or sun-block before
going out in the sun.
Choose high SPF for sunsensitive skin, while SPF
25 would suit most skins.
Use a sunscreen gel for
oily skin. When you are
at home, apply moisturiser.
I have normal to
dry skin. So, I apply
nourishing cream at
night, after cleansing, massaging it on the face with
outward and slightly upward
strokes. I include the neck in
my massage routine and wipe
off cream with moist cotton

wool before bedtime.
Use a facial scrub for blackheadprone, oily skin at least twice a week.
Avoid scrubs on pimples, acne or rash, as
well as very dry, dehydrated skin. It can
deplete both oil and moisture, causing
flaking of the skin. For normal skin, a
scrub may be used once a week.
Use a face pack at least once or twice
a week. I use a face pack daily. It consists
of herbal powder and seaweed lotion,
mixed with yogurt, honey and egg
white. If your skin is oily, apply it more
often. Packs help to deep cleanse the skin
and tighten it, delaying ageing signs. The
Shahnaz Husain Home Pack suits all skin
types.
Keep your hair clean and never
neglect shampooing the hair. It is very
vital to your hair looking its best and staying healthy. Use mild herbal shampoo and
hair rinse. After washing the hair wrap it
in a towel and allow it to soak up moisture. Avoid rubbing the hair. Avoid
brushing wet hair. Use a wide toothed
comb.
—IANS

No Diet Day on May 6 encourages the rejection of diet culture. This movement, started by
Mary Evans Jones in 1992, celebrates the importance of body
acceptance, diversity, and
respect for all body shapes
and sizes.
The day is dedicated to
promoting a healthy lifestyle
with a focus on health at any
size. It aims to educate people
about the right way to diet and
not feeling guilty about
indulging once in a while; create an acceptance of how your
body looks and its uniqueness;
and to end weight discrimination.
Nutritionist, sports consultant, psychologist Shwetha
Bhatia, who is among the few
dieticians recognised by the
Indian Dietetic Association,
Mumbai, shares her thoughts
on the day’s importance that
may make you rethink your
approach to dieting culture.
“We must respect people of
all sizes and their unique battles with body shaming and
weight loss. However positive
body image in no way should
be an excuse for quitting and
remaining unhealthy. As
humans we do have a psychological association with food.
This can reach unhealthy proportions in the form of emotional eating,” Bhatia says.
She emphasises, “Shooting
for unrealistic body types is
harmful. The focus should be
on health and fitness rather
than a certain size or number
on the scale. Shape is largely
determined by your genes. So
is the tendency to store fat and
build muscle in certain areas.
Even when you begin to lose
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fat, it leaves areas that were
never meant to store it first,” she
says.
With major celebs in her
list of clients, Bhatia, 43, is a
well-known name in the fitness
and nutrition field. She says: “A
fit body always looks good.
Aesthetics is the by-product
when you have more muscle
and less fat. Spot reduction
does not work. When you
exercise, it is working the muscle rather than burning the fat
sitting above it. Fat burning is

targeted trough the diet. A diet
is a combination of nutrients
your body needs on a daily
basis to survive, repair and
adapt. Being on a diet therefore
means doing the right things
most of the time in line with
your heath and fitness goals.
Going off the diet then means
letting go once in a while in a
way that it does not throw you
off the wagon.”
Finally, she advises: “Stop
obsessing over calories and
consumed and burnt: Exercise

is for improving fitness, not trying to cancel out cheat meals.
Calorie burning is the bonus
and not the goal of the exercise
program. The caloric value of
foods is measured in a controlled environment in a lab.
But in your body, your hormones and enzymes decide
how these calories are released
and used.
All calories are not equal.
Foods with similar calories
take different pathways once
digested and their fate depends
on our hormones. Calorie
counting without paying attention to quality and quantity of
nutrients does not make sense,
even within a calorie deficit
plan. You may lose weight but
healthy weight loss means less
fat mass while gaining or maintaining muscle.”
—IANS
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Covid-19 outbreak left the
star-sprinkled IPL on tenterhooks as Kolkata Knight
Riders’ Varun Chakravarthy and
Sandeep Warrier tested positive
for the dreaded virus, forcing
postponement of their game
against Royal Challengers
Bangalore, while cases also came
to light in the Chennai Super
Kings camp.
The match, which was to be
held in Ahmedabad on Monday
evening, will be rescheduled some
time later during the tournament, which will conclude on May
30.
“Varun Chakravarthy and
Sandeep Warrier were found to be
positive in the third round of testing in the last four days. All other
team members have tested negative for Covid-19,” the league,
which features the biggest names
in International cricket, said in a
press release.
Apart from this, Chennai
Super Kings CEO Kasi
Viswanathan, bowling coach
Lakshmipathy Balaji and a bus
cleaner with the contingent tested positive on Sunday.
A top BCCI official, after
declaring all three cases to be “false
positives”, later clarified that Balaji
along with the unnamed cleaner
had come out positive even in the
repeat test.
“Three members of CSK contingent, CEO Kasi, bowling coach
L Balaji and a bus driver had tested positive in the morning followed by negative Rapid Antigen
test report,” the source said.
“However second RT-PCR
report found Balaji and bus driver positive again. The others in
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the team especially playing members have tested negative,” he
added.
CSK, currently based in Delhi,
suspended their training for the
day and are scheduled to face
Rajasthan Royals on May 5. The
team had been hit by Covid cases
even in the 2020 edition which
was held in the UAE.
There was cause of concern in
Delhi too as a few groundsmen at

the Arun Jaitley Stadium, which
is due to host Mumbai Indians vs
SunRisers Hyderabad on Tuesday,
have also tested positive for the
virus.
However, Delhi and Districts
Cricket Association (DDCA) chief
Rohan Jaitley asserted that “none
of the groundsmen on duty” are
among them.
The BCCI continued to insist
that the league will go on but

Monday’s developments have definitely cast a shadow on how the
Covid-19 threat would be managed for an event being staged
across six venues — two at one
time.
Leg-spinner Chakravarthy
and pacer Warrier, both 30, have
been isolated and the rest of the
KKR contingent has returned
negative reports for now. Of the
two, Warrier has not yet made the
playing XI in any of the seven
matches KKR have played.
“The Medical Team is in continuous touch with the duo and
are monitoring their health.
Meanwhile, the Kolkata Knight
Riders have now moved towards
a daily testing routine to identify
any other possible cases and treat
them at the earliest,” the IPL stated.
“The Medical Team is also
determining the close and casual
contacts of the two positive cases
during the 48 hours prior to collection of the sample that returned
the positive test results,” it added.
KKR last played on April 29
against Delhi Capitals in
Ahmedabad and the development is bound to trigger anxiety
in the league, which had been
going along smoothly so far in a
bio-secure bubble in front of
empty stands.
“Now, the DC players (currently in Ahmedabad) will also
have to be tested and every member of the team contingents that
came in contact with
Chakravarthy and Warrier will
also be contact traced through the
app watch that has been given to
everyone,” a BCCI source said.
According to IPL’s Standard
Operating Procedure for Covid19 management, any close contact

1P[PYX´beTcTbcX]bXSTQdQQ[T
_dcb3T[WX8?;VP\TbX]UXg
New Delhi: Chennai Super
Kings
bowling
coach
Lakshmipathy Balaji testing
positive for Covid-19 has left
the BCCI in a fix about the next
few IPL games in Delhi after
postponement of Monday’s
evening match between Kolkata
Knight Riders and Royal
Challengers Bangalore in
Ahmedabad.
While the entire KKR team
has gone for a six-day hard
quarantine, starting Sunday,
after Varun Chakravarthy and
Sandeep Warrier returned positive, Balaji, who is a regular feature in the CSK dug-out has
gone into isolation after returning with two RT-PCR positives
on Monday.
of an infected person has to isolate for six days and return three
negative tests on days 1, 3 and 6.
It is learnt that KKR’s pace
spearhead Pat Cummins revealed
the latest development to all the
Australian players in the IPL after
Chakravarthy, while undergoing
some shoulder scans for a niggle
after Thursday’s game, tested positive for the virus.
Chakravarthy has appeared in
all of KKR’s matches so far and
been one of their most successful
players with seven wickets under
his belt.
KKR and CSK had clashed on
April 21 in Mumbai.
IPL had dealt with positive
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“Balaji’s positive report is
certainly a cause of concern
although the CSK players have
tested negative. But normally, a
lot of people start showing
symptoms from the fifth or
sixth day. There are discussions
whether it is safe to go ahead
with the next two matches in
Delhi,” a senior BCCI source
told PTI. While DDCA president Rohan Jaitley told PTI that
he hasn’t been informed about
any re-scheduling.
Since KKR team is doing
everyday testing with six days
of hard quarantine, many
believe that the same rule
should be applicable for CSK
also before they play their next
match.
PTI
cases before the tournament started, including some high-profile
names like Axar Patel and Devdutt
Padikkal.
However, this is the first
instance of positive cases in the
middle of the tournament.
“The BCCI and the Kolkata
Knight Riders prioritise the health
and safety of everyone involved
and all measures are being taken
in that endeavour,” the IPL stated.
Foreign players, who were
already anxious about getting
home with travel restricted from
India, are edgier right now. But
franchises would prefer the league
to continue with necessary safeguards.

SUMMER SLAM
MOTION PICTURE
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ack in the groove after two consecutive wins,
defending champions Mumbai Indians will
B
be firm favourites to put it past the turbulencehit and bottom-placed SunRisers
Hyderabad here on Tuesday.
Mumbai will enter the game after
their four-wicket win over in-form
Chennai Super Kings courtesy Kieron
Pollard’s blitzkrieg.
SunRisers, in contrast, suffered a
humiliating 55-run loss to Rajasthan
Royals, their sixth in seven games
this season.
Mumbai openers Rohit
Sharma (250 runs) and Quinton
De Kock (155 runs) would be
itching to give the five-time
champions another strong platform and also convert their
starts into big scores.
Mumbai’s hard-hitting
middle-order has clicked in
the last two games, which would
be quite pleasing for the team management. Pollard (168 runs), who
blazed his way to a match-winning
87 off 34 balls in the last game,
would be keen to continue from
where he left.
The likes of Krunal Pandya
(100 runs), Hardik Pandya (52
runs) and the flamboyant
Suryakumar Yadav (173 runs)
can be destructive on their day
and the trio would be aiming to
fire in unison.
However, the Mumbai bowlers
would need to forget the hammering
received at the hands of the CSK batsmen and start afresh.
The pace duo of Jasprit Bumrah
(6 wickets) and Trent Boult (8 wickets) have been exceptional at the
death and would pose a big threat to
the SRH batting unit, which has been
inconsistent at best.
Leg-spinner Rahul Chahar (11
wickets) has been the MI’s main
wicket-taker, but he would

VENUE: ARUN JAITLEY STADIUM, DELHI
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Flooding them with too many
opinions on what should be
done following the cases at KKR
would only lead to more confusion,” said another top official of
a team.
Five-time winners Mumbai
Indians were already testing their
players on a daily basis and
other teams are likely to follow
that in the wake of cases at
KKR.
KKR players have been told
to isolate in the room and even
teams like Delhi Capitals have
told its players and support staff
to stay in their rooms after the
development on Monday.
The two sides played each
other four days ago.
“Following the news, we have
been told to stay in our rooms
and strictly follow the protocols.
The players are fully aware that
the situation outside is grim and
the IPL bio bubble is a much safer
environment at this point in
time,” said a support staff member of a leading franchise.
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need support from Krunal, who
has just three scalps.
However, there are problems
aplenty for SRH.
They are over-reliant on their
top-order, especially Jonny Bairstow
(248 runs), but their middle-order has
faltered most often.
Against RR, they dropped Warner
and opened with Manish Pandey
and Jonny Bairstow, with Williamson
coming in at three. If they persist with
the same line-up, the three need to fire
on all cylinders.
Also, the likes of Vijay Shankar (58
runs), Kedar Jadhav (40 runs), Abdul
Samad (36 runs) and Mohammed
Nabi (31 runs), if he plays, will have
to get some runs for the side to have
any chance of building a momentum.
On the bowling front, star leg-spinner Rashid Khan has been the pick of
the bowlers with 10 wickets but pacers
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (3 wickets) and
Khaleel Ahmed (4 wickets) would
need to find their form too.

ricket Australia currently has no
plans to arrange a charter flight to
bring its players back home from
Covid-19-ravaged India once the IPL
gets over, its chief Nick Hockley said
on Monday.
Hockley insisted that Australian
players are feeling safe and secure in
the IPL bio-bubble but his comments
came before it emerged that two KKR
players have tested positive for the
dreaded virus.
Mumbai Indians batsman Chris
Lynn had recently requested Cricket
Australia to arrange for a charter flight
for Australia players after the tournament concludes on May 30.
“There’s no suggestion at the
moment of any charter flight,” Hockley
told Melbourne radio station SEN.
“We’re working closely and talking closely with the Australian
Cricketers’ Association, with the players and with the BCCI to make sure
everyone’s okay and the people have
got full information.
“We’ve been in touch with the
players there and they are generally in
good spirits. The work the BCCI has
done around the (bio-secure) bubble
means they are feeling safe and secure,
and those we’ve talked to are generally planning to complete their playing
commitments.”
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“If our Government cared for
the safety of Aussies they would
allow us to get home. It’s a disgrace!!
Blood on your hands PM. How dare
you treat us like this. How about you
sort out quarantine system. I had
Government permission to work on
the IPL but I now have Government
neglect,” Slater tweeted.
Threatening a five-year jail
term or hefty fine, the Australian
Government temporarily barred
its citizens from entering the country if they happened to be in India
within 14 days of their intended
arrival.
PTI
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PERERA RETIRES
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SL SEAL TEST SERIES WIN
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VARANE OUT OF CHELSEA GAME
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New Delhi: Cricketer-turned-commentator Michael Slater, who is currently doing commentary in the IPL
here, has launched a scathing attack
on his country’s Prime Minister
Scott Morrison for not allowing its
citizens to return from Covid-19 hit
India, calling the travel ban a “disgrace”.
Australia has shut its borders
and not allowing any commercial
flights from India because of the
massive Covid-19 surge here which
has led to all the players, support
staff and commentators, who might
have wanted to leave the IPL in a fix.
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The Cricket Australia boss said
they are monitoring the situation and
a decision will be made but not
immediately.
“The BCCI have come out and
said they understand and want to support the players in making sure they
get home safely at the end.
“The tournament doesn’t finish
until the 30th of May, so for the
moment it’s monitor the situation and
as we get closer to the end of the tournament we’ll need to see where the situation is at,” he said.
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BALE’S HATTRICK LIFTS SPURS
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layers, especially overseas
recruits, are feeling edgier
following the emergence of two
Covid-19 cases in the Kolkata
Knight Riders camp on Monday
but teams feel “there is no going
back” and the IPL should continue despite the ever-increasing
threat of the raging pandemic.
Questions are being raised on
how a strict bio-bubble created
for the world’s biggest T20 league
was breached after KKR’s Varun
Chakravarthy and Sandeep
Warrier got infected with the
deadly virus.
Foreign players, who were
already anxious about getting
home with travel restricted from
India, are a more worried lot.
“There is no going back now
with half of the tournament
done. The news (positive cases in
KKR) makes the BCCI’s job
more challenging,” a franchise
official said.
“We have been hearing that

a player got infected because he
was taken outside the bubble for
scans. So, it could have happened
outside the bubble. As far as I
know, everyone is strictly following the protocols laid out by the
BCCI and there was no breach
there,” he added.
Another team official said
the tournament should continue
as long as more teams are not
affected by the virus.
“Even if you have to pause
the tournament, how long can
you hold back? The only way is
to keep isolating the positive
cases and keep playing. The
players are naturally more anxious now but it is mainly because
they are not sure about how they
would get back home,” said the
official.
UK, Australia and New
Zealand have banned travellers
from India and a sizable number
of players competing in the IPL
are from the these countries.
“We should let the BCCI
decide what is best for all of us.
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MESSI LEADS BARCA WIN
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