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TIME TO EMBRAGE THE | SENSEX ENDS MARGINALLY HIGHER;

BIOLOGICAL REVOLUTION NIFTY STAYS BELOW 14,700

SPUTNIK LIGHT MAY BE INDIA’S 1ST
ONE-DOSE VACCINE

Russia’s Sputnik Light could be the first

single-dose vaccine to be used in India

and Dr Reddy’s will have discussions
with the government and the regulator in
June for an immediate launch, the
company said. "We are working very
closely with our Russian partner and the
Gamaleya Institute on this. As you may be
aware, the Sputnik Light has already been
approved in Russia. It demonstrated an
efficacy of 79.4%. This is a single-shot vaccine,"
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SECOND YEAR OF PANDEMIC SET TO
BE ‘FAR MORE DEADLY’: WHO BHIEF

he WHO said Friday that the Covid-19

Tpandemlc s second year was on
track to be its deadliest, as he
urged rich countries to donate
vaccines rather than jab children.

"We’re on track for the second year of
this pandemic to be far more deadly

than the first," the World Health

Organization’s director-general Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreyesus told a press

conference, adding: "l understand why some

Deepak Sapra, the CEO of Dr Reddy’s, said. "What it essentially
is, is that it is the first shot of Sputnik," he explained, adding that
a second dose would take the efficacy to up to 91.6%.

Pandemic Wave 2.0:
Plan of action

Black fungus has
claimed 52 lives in
Maha so far: Official

.
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Akshaya Tritiya
begins on sombre
note

Month & Paksham:

Vaishakha & Shukla Paksha

Panchangam

Tithi : Tritiya: 07:59 am

Nakshatram : Mrigashirsha: 08:39 am

Time to Avoid : (Bad time to start
any important work)

Rahukalam : 09:00 an —10:36 am

Yamagandam : 01:48 pm—03:24 pm

Varjyam : 05:57 pm — 07:43 pm

Gulika : 05:47 am - 07:24 am

Good Time : (o start any important work)

Amritakalam :12:09 am —01:55 am

Abhijit Muhurtham : 11:46 am - 12:38 pm

Forecast: Partly cloudy

Temp: 37/28

Humidity: 61%

Sunrise: 05:44 am

Sunset: 06:40 pm

Current Weather Conditions
Updated may 14, 2021 5:00 PM

countries want to vaccinate their children and adolescents,
but right now | urge them to reconsider and to instead
donate vaccines to Covax."
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0Z RESUMES REPATRIATION FLIGHTS
FROM INDIA FOR STRANDED CITIZENS

he repatriation flights facilitated by the
TAustraIian government for its stranded

citizens in India resumed from today,
Australia’s Foreign Minister Marise
Payne said. Ms Payne said that a flight
today departed from Sydney to pick up
Australian passengers in New Delhi
before arriving back in Darwin on
Saturday. It has also carried life-saving
oxygen equipment to India to support its
COVID-19 response, she said. Ms Payne said the
passengers would have to undergo a strict quarantine to make
sure they are not carrying the variant of the coronavirus first
identified in India.

KCR, Jagan under fire as TS
restricts inter-state movement

SNV SUDHIR
H VIJAYAWADA

The Telangana government's latest
circular regulating the entry of
Covid patients from other states into
Telangana for treatment at hospitals
in Hyderabad triggered a major
political controversy on Friday,
with scores of Covid patients on
oxygen support in ambulances
stuck on Andhra Pradesh-
Telangana borders for hours togeth-
er until a reprieve came in the form
of TS High Court's stay order.

While political parties in Andhra
Pradesh have criticised Telangana
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao for his 'unilateral and 'dictato-
rial attitude of not allowing patients
to enter Hyderabad, terming it as
denial of medical treatment, which
was violative of the fundamental
right to live, Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Jaganmohan Reddy has
been accused of 'soft-pedaling' the
issue though it impinges on AP's
rights following bifurcation due to
his 'friendly ties'with KCR. Leaders
of various political parties remind-
ed the two CMs that Hyderabad still
remained a common capital for
both the states until 2024; and,
hence, none could restrict anyone's
entry to the city.

Although the state government
had been impleaded in a case filed
against the Telangana government's
guidelines and regulations relating
to entry of ambulances from AP
into Hyderabad and the AP govern-
ment vociferously presented its
arguments, leaders questioned the
silence of Jaganmohan Reddy, who
was not inclined to talk to his
Telangana counterpart to resolve the
issue.

Stopping AP ambulances
unfortunate: Sajjala

PNS M VIJAYAWADA

Government Advisor (Public
Affairs) Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy said that it was unfortu-
nate that ambulances from
Andhra Pradesh were being
stopped at the Telangana border
and added that the Telangana
High Court had already directed
the KCR government not to
obstruct ambulances coming
from other states at inter-state
borders.

Addressing a press conference
here on Friday, he said that
everyone had to come forward
and work with humanity during
the crisis caused by the pandem-
ic. Further, he appealed to the
Telangana government to permit
the ambulances on humanitari-
an grounds, as the entire coun-
try was in emergency condi-

tions.

He stated that it was not
proper on the part of TS to stop
ambulances and ask them to
produce hospital letters and
passes, as it was not possible to
follow such rules in the current
situation.

It is quite common for people
to move to bigger cities, where
they can access better medical
infrastructure and being a
neighboring state, the Telangana
government should treat people
of AP with humanity, he said.

Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy
said that patients from Andhra
Pradesh were going for better
treatment to Chennai and
Bangalore also, but there were
no such problems from those
states.

AP govt argues
that inter-state
movementisa
fundamental right

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Advocate
General Sriram Subramaanyam
said in the TS High Court on
Friday that inter-state move-
ment was a fundamental right
under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India. Such a
restriction on travel was uncon-
stitutional under Article 21 of the
Constitution, he said.

He said the provisions referred
toin the circular, Epidemic Diseases
Act and the National Disaster
Management Act 2005 does not
allow asstate to discriminate on the
basis of residence of a patient.

Any power to classify persons
for specific measure under the
Epidemic Diseases Act on the
basis of residence would be
unconstitutional, he argued.

"Further, the measures pre-
scribed have no nexus with the
objective sought to be achieved
under the circular. Why are
these measures prescribed only
for other than citizens of
Telangana? Is residence disqual-
ification? Medical infrastructure
in the country; irrespective of the
state in which it is located, is a
national asset and the Supreme
Court has directed that there
should be seamless coordination
between all the states," he said.

Ambulances from AP intercepted at TS horder; two Covid patients die

CPRADEEP KUMAR
M VIJAYAWADA

Yet again the Telangana State police
intercepted the ambulances coming
from Andhra Pradesh carrying
Covid patients at AP -T'S border on
Friday. Chaotic scenes were wit-
nessed at the Pullur Toll Plaza on
the Kurnool-Jogulamba Gadwal
and on the Vijayawada - Hyderabad
highway when the Telengana police
stopped ambulances with covid
patients on the pretext that the hos-
pitals in Telangana were overbur-

dened. The Telangana High Court
on Friday questioned the state
government - "who has given the
right to stop the ambulances at the
state border” -and issued stay
orders on the state guidelines.

Two patients from Andhra
Pradesh died in the ambulance they
were travelling in, as Telangana
Police did not permit vehicles to
cross the interstate border at
Kurnool.

The deceased were identified as
natives of Nandyal and Kurnool
respectively. About 40 ambulances

Dr Reddy's Labs launches

Sputnik V vaccine in India
M Price at around Rs 995.4 per dose

PNS B NEW DELHI

Drug firm Dr Reddy’s Laboratories
on Friday said it has launched
COVID vaccine Sputnik V in the
Indian market with the first dose
being administered in
Hyderabad, as part of a lim-
ited pilot.

The company said the
imported doses of the

— -
I *" Kasauli, on May
1 y 13, 2021, i

lower price point when local sup-

ply begins,” Dr Reddy's
Laboratories said in a statement.

The first consignment of

imported doses of the Sputnik V

vaccine landed in India on

May 1, and received

regulatory clearance

¥ from the Central

Drugs Laboratory,

vaccine are presently Tt it
priced at a maximum e added.

retail price of Rs 948, with MACCINE As part of a lim-
5 per cent GST per dose, % [ ited pilot, the soft
amounting to Rs 995.4 per e launch of the vaccine
dose. “pme”  has commenced and the

"The imported doses of the vac-
cine are presently priced at an MRP
of Rs 948 + 5 per cent GST per
dose, with the possibility of a

first dose of the vaccine was
administered in Hyderabad, Dr
Reddy's said.

from Andhra Pradesh were forced
toreturn from the Pullur Toll Plaza
since Thursday when they tried to
cross the state border on the way to
Hyderabad.

A similar situation played out
at the Ramapuram cross border
post near Suryapet.

During the past few days, the
interstate border crossings at Pullur
near Kurnool, and Ramapuram
cross at Suryapet, have been wit-
nessing poignant scenes of patients'
kin pleading with Telangana police
to allow their vehicles' entry.

Telangana HC stays order
stopping ambulances

Says don’t adopt
any circuitous way
PNS B HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court on
Friday moved quickly to stay a con-
tentious government order issued
earlier by the Chief Secretary reg-
ulating the entry of Covid patients
from other states into Telangana.
Terming the order as 'discriminato-
ry, the High Court directed Police
Department not to stop ambu-
lances at inter-state borders and
wanted its fiat to be communicated
immediately to officials concerned.

Defending their work, while

the Telangana police officials said
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75 DEATHS AT GOA’S BIGGEST COVID
HOSPITAL FIGHTING OXYGEN GRISIS

eventy-five patients have died at the Goa

SMedlcaI College and Hospital - the
state’s biggest Covid facility - in the
past four days, because of "logistic
issues" in the supply of medical oxygen.
Thirteen died on Friday, according to for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister Vijai Sardesai,
whose Goa Forward Party was allied with
the ruling BJP before quitting last month
over "anti-Goan policies". On Thursday 15
deaths were recorded. The day before -
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CHIRANJEEVI'S
'LUCIFER’ REMAKE
< TOHAVE DIREC-
TOR CHANGE

that ambulances were not carrying
the required online permits and
therefore were barred from enter-
ing , the kin of some patients said
that even those with permits issued
by the Andhra Pradesh police were
forcibly turned away.

Telangana Police have been
directed to allow entry into the
state, only for patients who have the
requisite e-permit, and confirma-
tion from the hospital.

Wednesday - 21 people died, and on Tuesday 26 people lost their
lives. All 75 deaths, Mr Sardesai said, took place in the "dark hours,
which is the time from 1 am to 6 am...

Centre to supply 1921
vax doses to states,U'Ts

PNS B NEW DELHI

A total of 191.99 lakh doses of
COVID-19 vaccines--Covishield
and Covaxin--will be supplied to
states/UTs free of cost from May 16
to May 31, the Union health min-
istry said on Friday.

The delivery schedule for the
allocation will be shared in advance.
States/UTs have been requested to
direct the officials concerned to
ensure rational and judicious util-
isation of allocated doses and min-
imise vaccine wastage, it said.

The 191.99 lakh doses include
162.5 lakh Covishield doses and
29.49 lakh Covaxin doses.

"The basic objective behind
informing the states and UTs in
advance of the quantum of free vac-
cine doses to be made available
from Government of India for 15
days is to ensure that they prepare
effective plans for judicious and
optimum utilisation of these free
vaccine doses which are meant for

MP Raghurama
Krishnam Raju
arrested

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The AP CBCID officials issued a
statement on the arrest of the
YSRCP rebel MP from
Narasapuram K Raghurama
Krishnam Raju at his residence in
Hyderabad on Friday.

The statement says that the
Member of Parliament
Raghurama Krishna Raju has
been arrested at his residence in
Hyderabad. There was informa-
tion against Raghurama Raju,
stating that he has been indulging
in hate speeches against certain
communities and promoting dis-
affection against the government.
A preliminary enquiry has been
ordered by ADG CID PV Sunil
Kumar IPS.

the age group of 45 and above, and
for healthcare and frontline work-
ers," the ministry said.

In the previous fortnight, that is
1 May-May 15, 2021, a total quan-
tum of more than 1.7 crore vaccine
doses has been made available by
the Centre to states/UTs, free of
charge.

In addition, more than 4.39
crore doses were made available for
direct procurement by the states as
well as private hospitals in the
month of May, the ministry said.

The cumulative number of
COVID-19 vaccine doses adminis-
tered in the country is nearly 18
crore (17.93 crore as per the 7 am
provisional report on Friday).

The COVID-19 vaccination
drive has successfully completed
118 days wherein 17.93 crore doses
have been administered to identi-
fied beneficiaries through collabo-
rative efforts of all states and UTs.

Hike oxygen quota,
Jaganwritesto
PM Narendra Modi

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

With Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy writing a let-
ter to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking increase in the
allocation of medical oxygen and
other measures taken by him,
works related to supply of
required oxygen are being expe-
dited. Government of India has
allotted additional three ISO con-
tainers and 110 MT of liquid oxy-
gen from Jamnagar Reliance to
the state.

Explaining the details, senior
IAS officer MT Krishna Babu,
who is monitoring the supply and
storage of oxygen, has said two
cryogenic containers, each carry-
ing 20 MT of liquid oxygen had
started from Durgapur Steel plant
and the train would reach
Krishnapatnam Port in Nellore
district by 4 pm on Saturday.

He said Government of India
had allocated another three ISO
containers, which would be hand-
ed over at Durgapur on Saturday.
Another train with 60 MT of lig-
uid oxygen will start from
Durgapur on Saturday evening
and will reach Nellore within 24
hours.

Monsoon to make early arrival

over Kerala: Meteorological Dept

PNS B NEW DELHI

The southwest monsoon is likely to
arrive over Kerala on May 31, a day
earlier than its normal onset date, the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Friday.

The normal onset date of the
monsoon over Kerala is June 1.

"This year, the onset of the south-
west monsoon over Kerala is likely
to be on 31st May with a model error
of plus/minus 4 days," the IMD said.

In the Indian monsoon region,
initial monsoon rains are experi-
enced over south Andaman Sea and
the monsoon winds then advance
north-westwards across the Bay of
Bengal. According to the new nor-
mal dates of monsoon onset or
progress, the southwest monsoon
advances over the Andaman Sea
around May 22. As a cyclone is
expected to form over the Arabian
Sea, the cross-equatorial south west-

erlies have temporarily strengthened
over the Arabian Sea.

The cross-equatorial flow is very
likely to strengthen and deepen over
the Bay of Bengal from May 20 and
a sustained rainfall activity is likely
over the south Bay of Bengal and
Andaman Nicobar Islands from

May 21.

Hence, the monsoon advance
over Andaman and Nicobar Islands
is very likely around May 21.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has said mon-
soon is expected to be normal this
year.
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PANDEMIC WAVE 2.0: PLAN OF ACTION

andemic management
Pinvolves multiple tasks
being performed at dif-
ferent levels. Subsidiarity pro-
vides one way of assignment
of tasks (or functions) to mul-
tiple levels in a way that
brings about coherence and
maximizes their effectiveness.
The principle of subsidiarity,
popularized by Professor
Walter Stohr at the University
of Vienna, states that assign-
ment of functions should start
with the lowest administrative
unit and all functions that are
best performed by the lowest
unit should be portioned out
to it. What the lowest level is
unable to do should then be
assigned to the next higher
level.
The same process is repeat-
ed for succeeding levels. In
the case of COVID-19
management, let us do the
allocation of functions to
three levels: locality (e.g.
wadas, mohallas, purwas,
petas), district and the State.
At the lowest level (locali-
ty), coronavirus medical facil-
ities (called centres) would be
established in buildings (e.g.

banquet halls, community
halls) or open grounds (e.g.
exhibition grounds/stadia).
These centres would contain
beds, beds with oxygen (cylin-
ders or concentrators) and
would be manned by nursing
and medical students and
supervised by AYUSH doctors
(India has more than 7 lakh
AYUSH doctors). Testing
would also be performed at
this level. Administrative
arrangements, such as hiring
of beds from tent companies,
identifying
philanthropists/organizations
to provide food/water, etc.
would be looked after by the
local tahsildars/BDOs/munic-
ipal inspectors.

These centres would be the
first port-of-call for all afflict-
ed people from the localities.
Here, medical staff would
assess their condition and
divide the patients into three
categories: (1) not so serious
cases would be sent home

Vaccination would be done strategically in
order to break the link between infected
and healthy people. The tactic would be to
track down each and every case of Covid,
seclude the patient and first vaccinate
every person known to have physically
come into contact with the carrier

with a medicine kit and their
condition would be moni-
tored by doctors using tele-
consultation, (2) patients
requiring observation and/or
oxygen would be admitted in
the centre for a few days, and
(3) serious patients would be
referred to hospitals having a
tie-up with the centres.
Ambulances located at the
centres would ferry serious
patients to the hospitals for
treatment in hospitals.
Patients would also be referred
to private hospitals from the
centres only.

The second level

(district/municipal) and
would perform the following
functions: arrange for tie-up
of hospitals to the centre(s);
supply oxygen and medicines
to centres; maintain and oper-
ate ambulances; mobilize and
deploy AYUSH doctors and
medical/nursing students;
supply vaccines; collect data
and act on information
(including grievances); and
coordinate between the mul-
tiple centres and linked-up
hospitals.

The second level would
also be responsible for the roll-
out of active surveillance-

containment in order to cre-
ate a ring of immunity around
each infected person. Local
level field workers (e.g. ASHA
workers) would be identified
to conduct house-to-house
visits periodically in order to
identify infected persons and
prevent sick people from leav-
ing their homes, and isolate
the super-spreaders. Micro-
level lockdowns would also be
decided based on this infor-

Power utilities according priority
for owgen plants: Energy Secretary

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Power sector employees in the
state, who have been relentless-
ly striving even during the
Covid pandemic, had got a pat
from Energy Secretary Srikant
Nagulapalli. Despite Covid
second wave being more lethal
than the first one, the power
sector employees have been
ensuring 24/7 power supply.
AP Power utilities are provid-
ing quality and 24X7 uninter-
rupted power supply during
the crisis particularly to the
essential categories such as
domestic, hospitals and oxygen
centres.

Oxygen plants have become
vital in the state during the sec-
ond wave and these plants
have to be run without any
interruptions and the power
sector employees have been
ensuring that to their best.

Power utilities had accorded
top priority in running oxygen
plants and special nodal offi-
cers not less than the rank of

an executive engineer has been
appointed to each plant to
ensure a continuous power
supply. There are 22 such oxy-
gen generating plants under the
purview of three Discoms with
an energy demand of 249196
KVA (kilo volt-ampere).
During the review meeting
held on Friday on power sup-
ply position particularly to the
hospitals and oxygen-produc-
ing plants, the Energy Secretary

F i

said that the power utilities
should continue to be on high
alert and monitor power sup-
ply particularly to domestic,
hospitals and oxygen centres.

Thousands of engineers and
staff, especially O&M
(Operation & Maintenance)
staff are working relentlessly
and reaching out to the places
where their services are
required despite the risk of
Covid pandemic.

Hats off to
power sector
staff who
showed their
commitment in

supplying
uninterrupted
power in this
critical juncture,
said Energy
Secretary

“I appreciate the employees
of the power sector, who are
undoubtedly the front line
warriors, during the Covid
doing effective and efficient
service in continuing to pro-
vide reliable and uninterrupt-
ed power supply in the state.
While most of the public are
staying at homes during the
ongoing curfew, the employees
of power utilities are working

round-the-clock to ensure the
accessibility of an uninterrupt-
ed power supply. As we know
the electricity has become so
vital like oxygen, the electric-
ity department should put all-
out efforts to avoid any incon-
venience in supply to the con-
sumers, he said.

“Hats off to all the officers
and staff of power sector who
showed their commitment
with utmost service motive in
supplying uninterrupted power
in this critical juncture without
taking leave even though their
families are affected by Covid
and I feel proud that the power
sector is in the forefront in pro-
viding best service to the elec-
tricity consumers”, the Energy
Secretary added.

The Covid has caused
irrecoverable loss to the power
sector financially and affected
the health of more than 1,500
power staff. I urge all the staff
to follow social distancing
norms, keep the face mask on
and avoid unnecessary meet-

mation. In this way, the sur-
veillance-containment
method would prevent the
virus from spreading in other
localities (social networks).

Vaccination would be done
strategically in order to break
the link between infected and
healthy people. The tactic
would be to track down each
and every case of COVID-19,
seclude the patient and first
vaccinate every person known
to have physically come into
contact with the carrier. This
would reinforce the ring of
immunity created around
infected people and seal off
out-breaks from the rest of the
population. For vaccination,
the experienced pulse polio
health workers are readily
available.

The third level (State
Government) would perform
the following functions: (1)
continuously review and
revise the action plan based on
regular feedback, (2) decide
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on locking down
localities/wards/cities/vil-
lages/districts based on the
morbidity and mortality pat-
terns, (3) ensure doorstep
distribution of food, medi-
cines and daily provisions,
particularly to the poor and
the vulnerable, (4) monitor
and coordinate conversion of
establishments coronavirus
medical centres, (5) distribute
pensions, direct cash transfer,
etc. to the local residents, (6)
procure and supply all med-
ical and health supplies and
technical assistance, (7) mobi-
lize and provide digital solu-
tions for monitoring opera-
tions at all levels, track patients
and provide them access to
tele-consultation with doc-
tors, (8) organize advocacy on
arange of issues that are con-
nected to prevention of
COVID-19 and its treatment,
and (9) provide direct help if
the districts/municipalities
are overwhelmed by a large

number of cases.

This action plan provides a
basic template for integrating
pandemic control operations
in a way that the whole effort
becomes greater than a mere
sum of its parts. Most impor-
tantly, the action plan is a liv-
ing document and is contin-
uously updated and improved
based on feedback received
from lower levels. No matter
what the upgrade to the action
plan, the cornerstone would
be adherence to the subsidiar-
ity principle - processes and
decisions that can be per-
formed at a lower level should
be performed there. Only
those functions that cannot be
satisfactorily done at the lower
level would be "delegated” to
higher levels of government.
Such reverse delegation would
also include entrustment
functions to the private sector
and the 'third' sector.

(Author has a PhD from
USA and a DLitt from
Kanchi University. The arti-
cle is based on his research
and practice and views are
personal)

Dr Reddy’s Labs launches Sputnik
V vaccine in India

Continued from Page 1

"Further consignments of
imported doses are expect-
ed over the upcoming
months. Subsequently, sup-
ply of the Sputnik V vac-
cine will commence from
Indian manufacturing part-
ners," it added.

The company is working
closely with its six manu-
facturing partners in India
to fulfill regulatory require-
ments to ensure smooth
and timely supply, Dr
Reddy's said.

The Hyderabad-based
firm said that it will work
closely with stakeholders
in the government and pri-
vate sector in India to
ensure the widest possible
reach of the Sputnik V vac-
cine, as part of the nation-
al inoculation effort.

"With the rising cases in
India, vaccination is our
most effective tool in our
battle against COVID-19.
Contributing to the vacci-
nation drive in India is our
biggest priority right now

to help Indians be healthy
and safe,” Dr Reddy's Co-
Chairman and MD G V
Prasad said.

Till now, only
two vaccines were being
administered in India for
COVID-19 -- Covaxin
manufactured by Bharat
Biotech and Covishield
manufactured by Serum
Institute of India.

On Thursday, the Centre
said that over two billion
doses of vaccines will be
made available in the coun-
try in five months between
August and December,
enough to vaccinate the
entire population.

V K Paul, Member
(Health), Niti Aayog at a
Health Ministry briefing,
said that the estimated 216
crore doses that are likely
to be produced between
August and December
include 75 crore doses of
Covishield and 55 core
doses of Covaxin.

Further, Biological E is
expected to produce 30
crore doses, Zydus Cadila

5 crore, Serum Institute of
India 20 crore doses of
Novavax, and Bharat
Biotech 10 crore doses of
its nasal vaccine, while
Gennova will make avail-
able 6 crore doses and
Sputnik V 15.6 crore
doses, he had said.

Dr Reddy's had received
permission from the Drug
Controller General of India
(DCGI) to import the
Sputnik vaccine into India
for restricted use in emer-
gency situations in April.

The company had part-
nered with the Russian
Direct Investment Fund
(RDIF) to conduct the
clinical trials of Sputnik V
and distribute the vaccine
in India in September
2020.

Sputnik V uses two dif-
ferent vectors for the two
shots in a course of vacci-
nation.

Its efficacy was deter-
mined to be 91.6 per cent
as per a published article
in the medical journal
Lancet.

KCR, Jagan under fire as T'S
restricts inter-state...

Continued from Page 1

However, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Secretary Adityanath
Das spoke to Telangana Chief
Secretary Somesh on the issue,
but patients in ambulances
suffered in long traffic jams on
the borders.

"Why is Jagan not reminding
KCR that Hyderabad is a com-
mon capital for 10 years? KCR
and Telangana government has
been treating Andhra people as
second grade citizens, though
the law and order in Hyderabad
is still with the Governor. Why
is Jagan maintaining silence
and not questioning it? The
Telangana Police are violating
Article 14, 17 and 21. It is unfor-
tunate that Telangana is not
stopping those coming from
other countries to Hyderabad
for treatment, but stopping

those coming from Andhra
Pradesh. The AP police should
file cases against the Telangana
government and its heads for
the deaths of Andhra patients,"
said BJP state general secretary,
S Vishnuvardhan Reddy.

CPI state secretary K
Ramakrishna too questioned
the Telangana government's
rationale behind stopping
ambulances from Andhra
Pradesh.

TDP National General
Secretary and MLC Nara Lokesh
demanded that Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy must speak
to his Telangana counterpart for
obtaining permission for ambu-
lances from AP to carry coron-
avirus patients to Hyderabad for
medical treatment.

Lokesh said that the infected
patients would not go to
Telangana if proper treatment

were to be made available in AP
itself. Only those patients whose
condition had deteriorated
badly were being shifted to
Hyderabad. The AP Chief
Minister should explain
whether he was incapable to get
even entry for the AP patients
who were battling for their
lives.

Lokesh pointed out that the
ruling party ministers, MLAs
and MPs were going and imme-
diately getting hospital beds in
the Telangana capital. How can
they deny the same facility for
ordinary patients? It was a very
difficult situation for the AP
patients. If they would remain
in AP and get treatment, there
was no guarantee for their sur-
vival. Now, their right to save
their lives by getting outside the
State was also being denied, he
said.

Ambulances from...

Continued from Page 1

Though some of them had per-
mission from Andhra police, the
Telangana police said the patients
in the ambulances did not have
the consent of the hospitals in
Hyderabad and other parts of
Telangana. The police said they
were strictly following the
instructions given by the TS chief
secretary Somesh Kumar, as
there was too much pressure on
the hospitals in Hyderabad and
those could not accommodate
more patients from other states.

Reacting to the stopping
of the ambulances at the Pullur
toll gate the ruling YSRCP MLA
from Kurnool Abdul Hafeez
Khan, reached the spot and
spoke to the TS police. He asked
the police to allow the ambu-
lances to proceed to Hyderabad
with e-passes. MLA Hafeez
Khan also directed the Kurnool
GGH officials to admit patients
who did not have permission to
get admitted in Hyderabad hos-

pitals.

On the other hand BJP
leaders from Kurnool district
requested the TS police and
asked them to allow vehicles with
e-passes, but in vain. BJP lead-
ers then blocked the vehicles
coming from Telangana towards
Kurnool and that led to an
argument with the TS police.
The BJP leaders raised slogans
against the TS government. As
aresult, a large number of vehi-
cles on the Kurnool-Hyderabad
highway came to a halt.

Several people from
Andhra and Rayalaseema won-
dered whether Hyderabad had
ceased to be the common cap-
ital of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. "At least for anoth-
er three years, we have a right
over Hyderabad. The hospitals
in Hyderabad are not meant
only for Telangana people.
Anybody from any part of the
country can come here and take
the treatment," a patient from
Andhra said.

AP govt argues
that inter-state...

Continued from Page 1

"To restrict access or to con-
dition access on the basis of
residence is clearly unconsti-
tutional and this circular
issued to get over the judg-
ment of the High Court on
May 11 where the High
Court directed state not to
restrict. The circular was sent
to AP by mail last night and
since morning there is stop-
ping of ambulances. The
entire process is to work
around the orders of the
High Court, lacking complete
justification in law and on
facts. Separate restrictions
for Covid patients belonging
to other states are constitu-
tionally impermissible. Such
regulations can't be issued
under any law," AG Sriram
Subramanyam argued.

2topping AP

The problems were arising only
on the border with Telangana.
It was unfortunate that the
neighbouring state was keen to
safeguard the interests of only
its patients.

Revisiting reorganisation
issues, he said that post bifur-
cation Andhra Pradesh was
left with no tier-1 cities or the
best medical infrastructure.
Even the previous government
failed to develop infrastructure.
Had N Chandrababu Naidu
had brought at least one super
specialty hospital in the first five
years of the state's formation,
then AP patients wouldn't have
faced these hurdles. Although
Hyderabad was a common
capital till 2024, because of the
Chandrababu Naidu govern-
ment's cheap politics, Andhra
Pradesh had lost its rights. He
said that the Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy had been
discussing the issue with the

ambulances...

Telangana government to sort
it out at the earliest possible
time.

Further, Ramakrishna Reddy
said that the state government
had been relentlessly working in
containing the virus, providing
better medical facilities, getting
people vaccinated, and ensur-
ing that there were no lapses in
delivering welfare schemes even
during Covid times.

He said that the state govern-
ment had spent about Rs 5,000
crore for providing Covid treat-
ment by arranging all the nec-
essary medical facilities. Even in
these hard times, the state gov-
ernment had spent Rs 68,000
crore for farmers in the last 23
months, whereas for Rythu
Bharosa Rs 17,029 crore was
spent.

In all these 23 months, the
government had directly cred-
ited Rs 89,000 crore into the
accounts of beneficiaries under
various schemes with zero cor-
ruption.
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India adds 343 lakh new
Covid cases, 4k fresh fatalities

PNS B NEW DELHI

With 3,43,144 people testing
positive for coronavirus in a
day, India's COVID-19 tally of
cases climbed to 2,40,46,809,
while the death toll rose to
2,62,317 with 4,000 fresh fatal-
ities, according to the Union
Health Ministry data updated
on Friday.

The active cases have
reduced to 37,04,893 com-
prising 15.41 per cent of the
total infections. The national
COVID-19 recovery rate has
improved to 83.50 per cent, the
data updated at 8 am showed.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the
disease surged to 2,00,79,599,
while the case fatality rate

was recorded at 1.09 per cent,
the data stated.

India's COVID-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 30 lakh on August 23,
40 lakh on September 5 and 50
lakh on September 16.It went
past 60 lakh on September 28,
70 lakh on October 11, crossed
80 lakh on October 29, 90 lakh
on November 20 and sur-
passed the one-crore mark on
December 19. India crossed the
grim milestone of 2 crore on
May 4.

According to the ICMR,
31,13,24,100 samples have
been tested up to May 13
with 18,75,515 samples being
tested on Thursday.

The 4,000 new fatalities
include 850 from

Maharashtra, 344 from
Karnataka, 308 from Delhi,
297 from Tamil Nadu, 277
from Uttar Pradesh, 186 from
Punjab, 195 from
Chhattisgarh, 163 from
Haryana, 159 from Rajasthan,
129 from West Bengal, 122
from Uttarakhand, 109 from
Gujarat and 108 from
Jharkhand.

A total of 2,62,317 deaths
have been reported so far in
the country including 78,857
from Maharashtra, 20,712
from Karnataka, 20,618 from
Delhi, 16,768 from Tamil
Nadu, 16,646 from Uttar
Pradesh, 12,857 from West
Bengal, 11,297 from Punjab
and 11,289, from
Chbhattisgarh.

Telangana HC stays.d.

Continued from Page 1

A Bench of Chief Justice Hima
Kohli and Justice B. Vijaysen
Reddy responded to a PIL (pub-
lic interest litigation) petition filed
by moving a House motion chal-
lenging the Telangana govern-
ment'srecentlyissued guidelines on
COVID-19 patients being brought
from other States to Hyderabad for
medical assistance. The PIL was
filed by retired IRS officer
Garimella Venkata Krishna Rao.

The Bench said that no autho-
risation was required for patients
to enter the state. In case a patient
or kin applies for authorisation,
the authorities can assist them in
securing hospitalization.

The Court said that the govern-
ment "should not adopt any cir-
cuitous way of issuing fresh guide-
lines, circular or order putting ped-
als on inter-State travel of ambu-
lances carrying COVID-19
patients".

\MP Raghurama...

Continued from Page 1

In the enquiry, it was found
that through his speeches on
regular basis Raghurama Raju
was indulging in a systemat-
ic, schematic effort to cause
tensions among the commu-
nities and by attacking vari-
ous government dignitaries in
a way that will cause loss of
faith in the government which
they represent.

There is hate speech against
communities and social
groups also which was used
to foment social and public
order disturbances in con-
spiracy with a few media
channels. In the backdrop of
all these things a case was reg-
istered on the orders of PV
Sunil Kumar IPS ADG CID
under sections 124A, 153 A,
505 r/w 120 B IPC and an
arrest was made.

Centre to
supply 192L...

Continued from Page 1

India is the fastest country
globally to reach the 17
crore target in 114 days.
The US took 115 days and
China took 119 days to
administer ~ the  same
amount of doses.

The 'Liberalised Pricing
and Accelerated National
COVID-19 Vaccination
Strategy' is being implement-
ed from May 1 2021 where-
in 50 per cent of the available
doses are earmarked for sup-
ply to states and UTs, as free
of cost supply from
Government of India channel,
while the remaining 50 per
cent is available for direct pro-
curement from the vaccine
manufacturers by states and

UTs and private hospitals.

Hike oxygen
quota, Jagan
writesto...

Continued from Page 1

These two trains will be run-
ning in opposite
direction to
ensure
assured

supply offid
60 MT perﬂ"iﬂ"
day to

Rayalaseema 34|
districts and
Nellore.

He said that they would be
getting one train carrying
six ISO containers, along
with 110 MT of liquid oxygen
from Jamnager Reliance and
added that the train has start-
ed and will reach AP tomor-
row night at Concor Station,
Guntur.
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Lokesh demands ‘White
paper’ on vaccination drive

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

TDP National General
Secretary Nara Lokesh on
Friday addressed a letter to
Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy urging
him to buy and administer the
free vaccine to people to save
them from the second wave of
Coronavirus. He asked the
government to expedite ten-
dering process to procure vac-
cines. The last day for tenders
was put at June 3 and if the
procurement was not speeded
up, the crisis would become
severe, he felt.

He further stated that peo-
ple were expecting vaccines,
but not conspiracies and polit-
ical victimisation from the
ruling party. The Chief
Minister should come out
with a white paper on the gov-
ernment's action plan for
administering the free vaccine
to all in the state.

He asked the Chief Minister
how the vaccine shortage has
turned into a serious crisis in
just three weeks in the state.
All this was because of the
government's negligence and

inability to get proper vaccine
allocations from the Centre.

The Chief Minister and his
Ministers were only busy get-
ting wide publicity for their
programmes while leaving the
health needs of people aside.

Lokesh said that a golden
opportunity came between
April 20 and 29 to procure
vaccines directly from the
manufacturers. However, the
government had failed to
respond during that time
whereas Orissa, Maharashtra
and Rajasthan placed orders
for three crore vaccines each.
Why did the State government
fail to place advance orders to
the vaccine makers to get
timely supply as per the allot-
ment schedule, he questioned?

Lokesh deplored that Rs 45
crore was allocated for vaccine
purchase by the government
would not be sufficient to
meet the demand even in a
single district. The Chief
Minister and his Ministers
would boast of spending thou-
sands of crores on welfare, but
they are unwilling to spend Rs
1,600 crore on the free vaccine
to all, he alleged.

Lokesh said that a golden opportunity came between
April 20 and 29 to procure vaccines directly from the
manufacturers. However, the government had failed to
respond during that time whereas Orissa, Maharashtra
and Rajasthan placed orders for three crore vaccines each

Why did the State government failed to place advance
orders to the vaccine makers to get timely supply as per
the allotment schedule, he questioned?

Muslims offer prayers on the terrace to mark Ramzan in Vijayawada on Friday (Right)
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A family offer prayers at their residence

Covid dampens spirit of Ramzan

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Ramzan was celebrated on a
low key with Muslim brethren
offering prayers by confining
themselves to their homes for
the second consecutive year in
the wake of the covid second
wave.

The Covid curfew had a
huge impact on Ramzan cele-
brations in the state as Muslims
decided to celebrate the festi-
val in a very simple manner
without shopping and avoiding
mass prayers in the mosques
and Idgahs. Eid-ul-Fitr was the
most auspicious and important

festival for Muslims. After
observing 30 days of fasting,
Muslims decided to celebrate
the festival on Friday after
seeing the crescent.

All mosques and religious
organisations have called for
the prayers at home and avoid
congregations and prayers in
the mosques. Muslims clad in
new clothes offered special
prayers from their homes and
some in mosques with permis-
sion to only 50 persons. All
Idgahs and open places of
worship were shut to prevent
the spread of the Coronavirus
and they wore a deserted look.

There are no mass prayers in
any part of the state and hun-
dreds of Muslims usually con-
gregate at Idgah grounds,
Dargahs and open places to
offer mass prayers on Ramzan
were restricted to their homes.

The heads of families
donned the role of Imams to
perform Eid- ul-Fitr namaz in
their homes. Some preferred to
conduct prayers on the terrace
in small groups by adhering to
the social distancing norms.

Sufi mentor Altaf Ali Raza
performed Ramzan namaz and
offered prayers for the culmi-
nation of pandemic Covid for

the protection of mankind at
ancient Kondapalli mosque.
Similar special prayers seeking
the end of the pandemic were
offered in mosques in
Vijayawada and Guntur.

Md Aleem from Vijayawada
said that after 100 years
Ramzan festival was celebrat-
ed on a very low key due to
Covid second wave. This was
because in a majority of
Muslim families some are the
other family member or rela-
tives are either infected or
succumbed to the virus leaving
a gloom of sorrow among the
family members.
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Krishna District Collector
A MD Imtiaz

Covaxin to be
administered
from May 15

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Krishna District Collector A
MD Imtiaz disclosed that
6,74,272 doses of the Covid
vaccine have been adminis-
tered to people in the Krishna
district till date. The first dose
of Covishield was given to
3,77,363 people and the sec-
ond dose was given to
1,48,144 and a total of 5,25,507
doses of Covishield was vac-
cinated till now. Similarly, the
first dose of Covaxin was
administered to 1,16,166 and
the second dose to 32,599 and
a total of 1,48,765 doses was
administered.

According to medical
experts, the Central govern-
ment has extended the inter-
val between the first dose and
the second dose from 42
days to 84 days and people
should make a note of this.
The Central government has
suggested that the Corona
vaccine should be given six
months after recovery from
Corona.

The second dose of
Covaxin will be adminis-
tered at 40 Covid vaccination
centres in the district from
May 15. Vaccination will be
given at 17 centres in urban
areas and 23 centres in rural
areas, said the Collector.

MLA complains against

Covid hospital

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP MLA from Mylavaram
Assembly  constituency
Vasanta Krishna Prasad on
Friday lodged a complaint
with Collector A MD Imtiaz
against a private hospital in the
city demanding the cancella-
tion of its permission. He
alleged that the hospital man-
agement was extorting money
in lakhs from the Covid
patients' kin.

The MLA said that the hos-
pital authorities were not dis-
closing the details of the
deceased and were not hand-
ing over the bodies to their
family members.

He said that the government
should take action against the
management of Nimra
Hospital and cancel the per-
mission. He lamented that the

YSRCP MLA from Mylavaram Assembly constituency Vasanta Krishna Prasad is
seen with police after lodging a complaint against a private hospital, in

Vijayawada on Friday

hospital staff was not provid-
ing basic facilities to the Covid
patients.

He said that the issue would
be taken to the notice of Chief

Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy and added that the
hospital management was rude
with Joint Collector K
Madhavilatha.

‘Govt striving to provide good
medicare to Covid patients’

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Medical and
Health Alla Nani inaugu-
rated the Covid Care
Centre at Sheelanagar in
Visakhapatnam on Friday,
which was set up by YSRCP
Rajya Sabha member
Vijayasai Reddy with 300
oxygen beds, under the
direction of Chief Minister
YS Jaganmohan Reddy.
Ministers Kursala
Kannababu, Avanti Srinivas
and MP Vijayasai Reddy

participated in the inaugu-
ration ceremony organised
under the auspices of the
Pragati Bharat Foundation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, MP Vijayasai Reddy
said that the government
was providing medical care
without any hesitation with
the highest standards.

He said the government
aimed at helping the
Covid? victims, who are
suffering from low oxygen
levels. Pragati Bharat Trust
will provide nutritious food

to the Covid victims and a
patient attendance display
board has been set up at the
Covid Care Centre, he
added.

MP Vijayasai Reddy said
that all security measures
have been set up at the
Covid Care Centre.
Meanwhile, as many as
22,399 new cases reported
in the state out of 96,446
samples tested. Thus, the
total number of cases
mounted to 13,66,786
cases.

‘Treat power
staff as
frontline
warriors’

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Electricity
Backward Classes Employees
Welfare Association (APE-
BCEWA) urged the govern-
ment to ensure the provision
of timely medical aid to all
electricity employees during
the pandemic.

APEBCEWA state presi-
dent P Srinivas Rao on Friday
dashed off a letter to the Chief
Secretary and applauding the
instantaneous action of the
government to fight against
the Covid, which has been
thrown the life of mankind
out of gear.

“We extend our support
and are thankful to the gov-
ernment for taking adequate
precautionary measures by
striving to maximise the pro-
vision of vaccination, arrang-
ing adequate oxygen supple-
ments, ensuring timely hos-
pital facilities with proper
medical facilities and creating
awareness among the public
to fight against the
Coronavirus,” he said.

He appealed to the govern-
ment to support the employ-
ees during the critical times
of Covid. He said that prior-
ity should be given to them in
providing hospital admis-
sion, arranging adequate beds
with oxygen if required.

He also mentioned that
employees should be treated as
frontline warriors while dis-
charging their duties by arrang-
ing to issue requisite instructions
to the authorities concerned and
to all the hospital managements
in the state. He also asked the gov-
ernment to provide ex-gratia of
Rs 50 lakhs to employees, who
succumbed to Covid.

Reliance thanked
for providing oxygen
plant to Kakinada GGH

PNS B KAKINADA

The oxygen plant, which was
donated by the Reliance, was
inaugurated by Minister for
BC Welfare Chennuboina
Venu, along with the Collector
and other officials, on
Thursday. Addressing a gath-
ering, the Minister said that
there was a shortage of oxygen
for Corona patients in the
Kakinada  Government
Hospital and with the initia-
tion of the Reliance Group
oxygen shortage would be
resolved. The Minister and
District Collector Muralidhar
Reddy thanked the Reliance
Group for their gesture.

As the hospital was plagued
by oxygen shortage, the
Reliance Industries, which was
extracting oil and gas deposits
at KGD6 in Gadimoga in the
district, has come forward to
help patients.

T Narasimha Reddy, Head

of Support Services, said the
Reliance took this initiative
under Corporate Social
Responsibility. It was manufac-
tured in 10 days at Shree City
near Chittoor and brought it to
the Kakinada Government
Hospital on Thursday.

With a capacity of 10 kilo-
litres, the oxygen plant would
cost Rs 30 lakh. The plant and
its chillers were capable of
delivering oxygen up to 250
patients per day.

Similarly, the TB ward at the
Kakinada Government Hospital,
which is currently serving TB
patients, has been converted into
a Covid ward from Friday. The
Reliance Industries spokesperson
P Subramanian said on Friday
that the ward would be provid-
ed with 40 beds under the
Corporate Responsibility.
Doctors and staff working at the
Covid Care Centre in Bommuru
were provided with sanitisers,
gloves and masks.

3 Covid patients commit suicide

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

A pall of gloom descended on
Nallabelli village in Vepada
mandal of Vizianagaram dis-
trict as three members of a
family committed suicide after
all three tested Covid positive.
The whole family committed
suicide by jumping into a well
on Friday.

According to sources, U

Satyanarayana Gupta (62),
his wife Satyavathi (57) and
her mother Venkata
Subbamma (84) of Nallabelli
village went to Chodavaram
of Vizag district in search of
livelihood a decade ago and
were living there. But, due to
Corona lockdown, their
small-time business was
affected and they lost their
livelihood.

Hence, they came back to
Nallabelli recently and came to
know that they are infected
with Covid. The three feared
that they would die of a dead-
ly virus.

Therefore, they consumed
poison and later jumped into
awell. Locals found their bod-
ies and informed the police.
Bodies were fished out and
sent for post-mortem.

Lend helping hand to
Covid-hit: Nodal officer

PNS ® VIJAYAWADA

The government was taking
necessary steps for combating
Corona during the second
wave. The AP Covid
Command Control Room
team was operating 24/7 to
serve the infected by putting
all efforts to reach out to
them to track, test and treat.

According  to  the
Command Control Room
team, over four lakh volun-
teers/staff from the village
and ward volunteer system are
extending their support to
every nook and corner of the
state.

Covid Care Centres were
established across the state
and quality treatment was
being provided. Volunteers
have been encouraging home
isolation with proper guid-
ance. Despite continuous
efforts from the government,
Corona is spreading fast and
affecting people belonging to
all age groups and sections.

In this backdrop, represen-
tations have come in from
various regions within the

Dr Arja Srikanth, nodal
officer, said after
consulting the hospital
superintends, they
identified where help
and support can be
extended directly by
contacting the Covid
Command Control
Room

Alist of items were
mentioned that can be
sponsored by any
individuals, PSUs,
industrial units, NRIs and
institutes by adopting
Covid patients in their
locality by providing Rs
5,000 each which
includes medicines,
groceries for seven days

state, across the country and
NRIs to share the pain and
support the affected by possi-
ble means, along with the
government.

Dr Arja Srikanth, nodal

officer, said after consulting
the hospital superintends,
they identified where help
and support can be extended
directly by contacting the
Covid Command Control
Room.

A list of items were men-
tioned that can be sponsored
by any individuals, PSUs,
industrial units, NRIs and
institutes by adopting Covid
patients in their locality by
providing Rs 5,000 each which
includes medicines, groceries
for seven days i.e; treatment
period.

Funds can be transferred to
the Collector to help Covid
patients in their respective vil-
lages for medical consumables,
PPE Kkits, gloves, N95 masks
and sponsoring medicines like
Methyl Prednisolone injection,
Enoxaparin injection and
Remdesivir. The nodal officer
said that in addition to the
above, people/entities may
sponsor the items/ instru-
ments/devices/ any other as per
their ability, which is required
by the Covid-hit by contacting
over 91-9650990016, he said.
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Former minister and Kandukur MLA Manugunta Mahidar Reddy pleading with
people in Ongole on Friday to remain indoors to contain the spread of the

Coronavirus

MLA appeals to public
to remain indoors

PNS H ONGOLE

Former minister and
Kandukur MLA Manugunta
Mahidar Reddy appealed to
people to remain indoors. He
lamented that they were wan-
dering on streets violating the
rules imposed by the govern-
ment to contain the spread of
the Corona pandemic. He
pointed out the relaxation
given from 6 am to 12 pm was
also being misused by people

as they are throwing social dis-
tancing norms into the wind,
which may lead to further
spread of the virus.

He also said that police,
doctors, medical health per-
sonnel and nurses were dis-
charging their duties without
sleep, but the negligence
among people was leading to
the spread of the virus. He
advised people to take care of
their health, family well-being
and welfare of society.

Former sarpanch

PNS B SRIKAKULAM

Revenge led to a murder of a
former sarpanch in Srikakulam
district. According to police,
Kanugula Krishna Rao (76), a
former sarpanch of
Kanugulavanipeta village in
Srikakulam district was brutal-
ly murdered by K Savararaju of
the same village.

Addressing the media here
on Friday, Srikakulam DSP
Mahendra and Town CI
Ambedkar said that Savararaju

was running an illegal liquor
business at Kanugulavanipeta
village.

When Kanugula Krishna
Rao was at the helm as the
sarpanch he lodged a com-
plaint with the police alleging
that illegal liquor business was
going on in the village. Based
on the complaint, Savararaju
was arrested.

After his release, Savararaju
had shifted to Attavari village
in Narasannapeta with his wife
and children and stayed there

murdered over old enmity

Kanugula Krishna
Rao, a former
sarpanch of a village in
Srikakulam district,
was murdered by

K Savararaju of the
same village

for 15 years.
Since then he nursed a
grudge against Krishna Rao

and was waiting for the right
opportunity. Adding insult to
injury, Krishna Rao had report-
edly supported Savararaju's
younger brother in a property
dispute. This added fuel to his
enmity with the former
sarpanch. Savararaju arrived in
the village on Thursday and
went around his properties and
farms in Kanugulavanipeta. In
the meantime, he saw Krishna
Rao sitting under a tree at a
temple and asked Savararaju
why he had come to the village.

In the process, a verbal duel
ensued between Savararaju and
Krishna Rao, and fit of rage he
attacked him on the neck with
a sharp weapon killing him on
the spot.

The deceased is survived by
a wife and two children. On
receiving information, police
launched a man-hunt and
nabbed Savararaju. Rural SI
Rajesh reached the spot and
sent the body to RIMS for
post-mortem and is investigat-
ing the case.

Naidu
condemns
Raghurama
Raju’s arrest

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

TDP chief N Chandrababu
Naidu on Friday condemned
the 'illegal arrest' of YSRCP
rebel MP Raghurama
Krishnam Raju by the AP
CID officials when he was
celebrating his birthday with
his family and friends in
Hyderabad.

Expressing his displeasure,
Naidu said: "This Chief
Minister is not aiming at
saving people's lives. The
Coronavirus threat is being
neglected. He is only bent on
targeting Opposition leaders
with vengeance. They are
arresting even relatives of
the Tirupati Ruia victims.
Their only crime is that they
questioned the government
for its negligence."

The government was delib-
erately using vindictiveness as
a weapon to suppress all
voices of dissent, he alleged.
The vengeful and autocratic
activities of the government
were making it challenging
for Opposition leaders to
fight for the cause of the poor
from oppression and
exploitation.

Addressing an online
meeting with the party
Muslim leaders on the occa-
sion of Ramzan, the TDP
chief recalled how the gov-
ernment was suppressing the
minority voices also. When
the minority leaders ques-
tioned the government on the
attacks on their people, the
police filed counter cases
against them instead of tak-
ing action on their com-
plaints, he alleged.
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In 21 days, fami

ly loses five

members in fight against Covid

VASIREDDY RAVICHANDRA
B GUNTUR

The corona pandemic created
a trail of destruction in many
families in Guntur district.
More than 2-3 members suc-
cumbed to the virus in a fam-
ily. Such a tragedy struck in the
family of a retired teacher
where five members died of
Covid in a span of 21 days in
Guntur.

The family of retired teacher
Mohammad Fharuddin Shaw
of Sriram Nagar in the
Agraharam area of Guntur
lost five persons including
him, throwing the kin into
debt-trap. The incident
shocked the teachers’ com-
munity. Fharuddin Shaw, a
middle-class family person,
has two daughter and two
sons.

His daughter Johnny
Begum, who was initially
infected with corona, was
admitted to a private hospital
in Guntur. Fharuddin's moth-
er Nasser Bee and later
Fharuddin died of Covid with-
in a week.

Meanwhile, Fharuddin's
wife Karimunnisa and eldest

son Subani also died at differ-
ent hospitals on the same day.
It was a tragedy that five fam-
ily members died while being
treated in different hospitals
over a period of 21 days.
Unbeknownst to one another,
all the five family members
were fallen prey to the dread-

ed coronavirus.

The family of Fharudeen's
youngest son Jilani, who stayed
in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
and his elder brother's wife
Gaushia and her children were
living in dire straits. Gaussia,
who lost her husband, was con-
cerned about the future of

their children.

The corona pandemic not
only devastated the families but
also pushed them completely
into debt. Fharudeen's family
spent about Rs 20 lakh on their
beloved ones' medical expens-
es in different hospitals.
Though they have Arogyasri in
the name of Subhani, it would
not help them during the crit-
ical times as the hospital reject-
ed it. The family members
worried that how to repay the
debts at these difficult times.
They urged the government to
reimburse the amount which
they paid to the hospitals for
corona treatment. Despite
spending lakhs of rupees, they
have lost five members in the
family, they lamented.

The teachers' union leaders
sought the government to sup-
port the family of Fharuddin,
a senior teacher in the district.
Fharuddin master's services
rendered to teachers in the dis-
trict were invaluable. More
than 30 teachers died of coro-
na in Guntur district, they
said and appealed to the gov-
ernment to extend immediate
support to the bereaved fami-
ly members.

Covid hospital
sealed, quack
arrested in
Ongole

PNS B ONGOLE

The police arrested a quack
for running a Covid hospital
in Ongole on Friday. It was
revealed in the raid by the
Vigilance and Enforcement
sleuths that the quack Aavala
Srinivasa Reddy was run-
ning Aditya General Hospital
on Sundaraiah Bhavan Road
in Ongole and he was treat-
ing Covid patients charging
huge amounts as a fee.

On information, district
Collector Pola Bhaskar and
the Vigilance and
Enforcement officials con-
ducted the raid on the hospi-
tal and questioned Aavala
Srinivasa Reddy, who was
claiming himself as a doctor.
Shockingly, he was doing the
treatment for Covid without
an MBBS degree. Srinivasa
Reddy dropped his studies
while studying for his
B.Pharmacy. The officials
took him into custody and
shifted the patients to GGH.

Infuse courage among Covid

patients, Mekapatl te]ls 0

PNS B NELLORE

The officials have to infuse
courage among the Covid
patients, who were receiving
oxygen at the hospital by inter-
acting with them and their
attendants, Minister for
Industries Mekapati Gautam
Reddy has said.

The Minister inspected the
Nellore Government General
Hospital on Friday morning. He
interacted with the Covid
patients and enquired about the
medical treatment and food
they were receiving at the hos-
pital. He also greeted the
patients who came for medical
check-ups on the hospital
premises and the patients who
came in the ambulance and
enquired about their well-being.

The patients were also
asked about the medical ser-
vices they received at the
hospital. Later, the Minister
along with Nellore Rural MLA
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy
and District Collector KVN
Chakradharbabu handed over
50 oxygen concentrates to the
Government General Hospital.
Joint Collector, Asara Bapi
Reddy, Government General
Hospital Superintendent Dr
Jonna Prabhakar and others
were present.

3 teenagers die in quicksand

PNS B GUNTUR

In a tragic incident, three
teenagers were killed after
they entrapped in quick-
sand in Guntur district on
Friday.

According to reports, three
young persons fell into a
pond of quicksand while
jumping from a tree at
Malapalle village near
Korenapadu of
Vatticherukuru mandal of
Guntur district.

They were identified as
Borla Vardhan Babu (17),
Nelapati Prabhukant (17)
and Bottula Sudhakar (17).
Two boys died on the spot,
while the other one suc-
cumbed to injuries on the
way to Guntur hospital.

FIGHTING A DEADLY VIRUS

Minister for Information and Transport Perni Venkata Ramaiah (Nani), holding a review virtual meeting on Covid situation
through Zoom with West Godavari district ministers, MLAs, district Collector and medical officers from Machilipatnam on

Friday.

Ganja seized, 11 peddlers held

PNS B KADAPA

The police seized 120 kg of
ganja and arrested 11 per-
sons for smuggling near
the Chinna Chowk police
station in Kadapa on
Friday.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Kadapa district
SP Anburajan said the
Chinnachowk police with
the help of special teams
nabbed the gang after
receiving information.

The gang comprising 11
members including six
women was transporting
ganja from Chintapalli
mandal in Visakhapatnam
district and selling it in
Kadapa.

Police seized 120 kg of
ganja, a Tata Bolt car, Rs
7,000 cash and five cell
phones from the accused.
District SP congratulated
Inspector K Ashok Reddy,
Sub-Inspectors G
Amarnath Reddy, M
Satyanarayana and staff.
Kadapa DSP B Sunil and
other staff members partic-
ipated.

'Hospitals on wheels

PNS B KAKINADA

A bus ‘Hospital on wheels’ was
launched in Rajahmundry to
cater to the needs of Covid
patients and it has health facil-
ities like oxygen and mini
ICUs. The 36-seater bus con-
verted into a mobile hospital as
Jagannana Pranavayu Ratha
Chakralu’ Rajahmundry MP
Margani Bharat Ram, who

)

inaugurated the bus, said the
concept would be taken to the
notice of Chief minister
Jaganmohan Reddy once the
system proved a success. He
said two buses were getting
ready and each bus would
have six beds.

The people who found it dif-
ficult to get a bed or oxygen in
hospitals would be treated in
the hospital on wheels. They

launched

would be given oxygen till they
found a bed in the hospital.

Two Vennela buses from
the Rajahmundry RTC garage
were being used for the pur-
pose. The MP said that
Jagananna Pranavayu Ratha
Chakralu was designed to
overcome the shortage of oxy-
gen beds. People could utilise
the services during the emer-
gency, he added.
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MLA Mahidhara Reday
flags off ambulance

PNS B ONGOLE

Kandukuru legislator
Manugunta Mahidhar Reddy
on Friday flagged off a free
ambulance arranged by the
Prakasam District Kandukur
Ayyappa Seva Samithi.

The MLA praised the ser-
vices rendered by the mem-
bers of the Seva Samithi.
The Ayyappa Seva Samithi
committee members said
that the free ambulance was
arranged for shifting Covid
patients from Kandukuru
to all parts of Andhra
Pradesh. They said the
Samithi was providing the
ambulance facility for coro-

na pandemic victims and it
could also be used to shift
Covid victims during diffi-
cult times.

Sevadal General Secretary
Chakka Venkata Kesava Rao
handed over the cash dona-
tion to the members of
Ayyappa Seva Samithi.
Ayyappa Seva Samithi com-
mittee members, PDK
Venkateshwarlu,
Chenchuramaiah, Murali,
Dasari Srinu, Iskala Venkata
Narasimham, Veeraswamy,
Kancharla Srikanth,
Chakkavenkata Kesava Rao,
Daram Malyadri, Rafi and
Raja were present on the
occasion.

A HELPING HAND

Minister for Power, Forests, Environment and Science and Technology Balineni
Srinivasa Reddy inaugurating Balineni Covid Care Center at Government General
Hospital in Ongole on Friday. (Right) The centre was set up with 100 beds with
oxygen in German hangars sheds at a cost of Rs 62 lakh.

People buy gold on Akshaya Iritiya daring corona

DHV SAMBASIVA RAO
H KAKINADA

Not deterred by the dreaded
corona pandemic, the people of
East Godavari flocked to gold
and jewellery shops to purchase
gold on the eve of Akshaya
Tritiya.

There was no let-up in the
purchases of gold on the aus-
picious day of Akshaya Tritiya.
The second wave of Corona
was devastating the world in
general and its impact was
acute in the district in partic-
ular. A total of 3,327 cases were
reported in the last 24 hours
and 10 people were killed.
Despite the intensity of the
Covid, people left the houses
for sentiment and hit the road
on Friday. There were brisk
sales of gold and jewellery on
the eve of Akshaya Tritiya.

Akshaya Tritiya falls on the
third Friday in Visakha Masam.

The day was very special for
women and Vaishakh Shuddha
Thadiya day was celebrated as
Akshaya Tritiya. There were
several mythological connec-
tions to Akshaya Tritiya. It
was believed that the Ganges
touched Bhudevi on the same
day. Kuchela received huge
fortunes and money from his

friend Lord Sri Krishna on this
day, Vyasamaharshi started dis-
coursing Bharatham while
Vinayaka penned it on the
same day.

It was also believed that the
day when Kubera prayed
Eshwara and became the head
of wealth with Lakshmidevi,
the day when Lord Surya rec-

ognized the anonymous
Pandavas and gave them the
bowl of Akshaya and the day
when Simhachalam Varaha
Lakshmi Narasimha Swami
appeared in real vision that was
what the people believed.

They also believe that it was
Parasurama’s birthday and the
day Adi Shankaracharya recit-
ed the Kanakadhara Stotram.
Considering all these senti-
ments, the womenfolk would
buy gold.

However, it was clear from
the congestion on Friday that
they have not stopped their
purchases even during the crit-
ical times of the corona pan-
demic amid restrictions. There
were shops only from 6 am to
12 pm. Hence, from 5 am,
women and men in thousands
lined up at gold shops. On
Friday, 24-carat gold was priced
at Rs 4,970 and 22-carat gold at
4,560 in the open market.

Covid effect: Low pilgrim
turnout in Tirumala

TIRUAPTI: With surge in
coronavirus cases, Sri
Venkateswara Swamy temple in
Tirumala, the world’s richest
temple was witnessing a low
turnout of pilgrims. The temple
was one among the most
visited temples in the country
as it was a major Vaishnavite
pilgrimage centre. Under
normal circumstances, the
temple would witness a daily
footfall of 70,000 to 90,000
pilgrims and average Sri Vari
hundi collection of Rs 3 to 4
crore per day. After an unprece-
dented surge in corona cases,
the flocking of pilgrim rush
came down to just 2000 to
2500 pilgrims a day. The
pilgrim turnout was low in

Tirumala because of the lockdown
in the neighbouring states
Karnataka, Telangana and Tamil
Nadu. The pilgrims who booked
arjitha seva tickets earlier
cancelled their trips.

However, the TTD has given
opportunity to those who could
not come to Tirumala due to
partial lockdowns induced by
corona to reschedule their trips. It
should be applicable for pilgrims
who booked tickets between April
21 to May 31 and they could have
any day within a year. Keeping in
view the rising number of cases in
Tirup-ati, the TTD board has
tempor-arily stopped issuing
tokens tickets for slots of general
darshan to devotees for paying
obeisance at the temple.

TTD performs special
puja on Akshyaya Tritiya

TIRUAPTI: As part of its spiritual endeavour against pandemic Covid in
the month of Vaishaka, the TTD organised the Lakshmi Narayana puja
on the Akshaya Tritiya fete, at the Yagashala of SV Vedic University on
Friday. The celebrations were telecast live from 11 to 12 am by the
SVBC for benefit of Srivari devotees across the world. Speaking on the
occasion, Vice-chancellor of SV Vedic University Acharya Sannidhanam
Sudarshana Sharma said the performance of the Lakshmi Narayana
puja would ensure Lord Sri Venkateswara’s blessings.
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Black fungus has
lives in Maha so far: Official

PNS B MUMBAI

As many as 52 people have died
due to Mucormycosis, a rare
but dangerous fungal infection,
in Maharashtra since the
COVID-19 outbreak last year,
a senior health department
official said on Friday.

Mucormycosis, also known
as black fungus, became a
much talked about subject
after some recovering and
recovered coronavirus patients
were found infected with the
disease, whose symptoms
include headache, fever, pain
under the eyes, nasal or sinus
congestion and partial loss of
vision.

As many as 52 people in
Mabharashtra have died due to
the Mucormycosis disease
since the COVID-19 outbreak
last year. All of them were
COVID-19 survivors, but suc-
cumbed to the black fungus
infection, the official told PTI.

For the first time, the state
health department has com-
piled a list of deaths caused by
black fungus," said the official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

On Wednesday,
Maharashtra health minister
Rajesh Tope had said there
were 1,500 cases of black fun-
gus in the state, which is in the
throes of a severe second wave

of COVID-19.

Rising Mucormycosis cases,
whose treatment requires a
multidisciplinary approach, is
expected to put a further bur-
den on the state's healthcare
infrastructure which is already
under a strain.

The state will float a tender
to procure one lakh
Amphotericin-B anti-fungal
injections to treat Mucormy-

claimed 52

cosis patients, Tope had said a
couple of days back.

Mucormycosis has a very
high fatality rate and this has
increased the woes of the
health department which has
deployed all its resources to
combat COVID-19.

Mucormycosis was not a
notified disease like malaria
and hence its cases were not
mapped and a database was not
prepared, the official said.

With the rise in COVID-19
cases and preliminary reports
of growing infection of black
fungus, the state started creat-
ing a database.

This exercise revealed that so
far 52 people have died due to
the black fungus infection, the
official said.

All the 52 patients died after
the coronavirus infection
spread in the country.
However, very few deaths took
place in 2020 in Maharashtra.
A sizeable number of deaths

have taken place in the current
calendar year, he said.

As per health experts,
Mucormycosis is mostly found
among COVID-19 patients
who have diabetes, fluctuation
in sugar level or increased iron
level in the blood.

Tope has said patients with
suppressed immune system
and co-morbidities are vulner-
able to contract the disease.

As part of a contingency
plan to treat Mucormycosis
patients, the state government
has decided to set up separate
wards for them at hospitals
attached to 18 medical colleges.

The treatment requires mul-
tidisciplinary expertise because
the fungal infection spreads
through the nose, eyes and can
reach the brain, Tope has said.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has already admitted
that at least eight patients in the
state have lost vision in one eye
due to Mucormycosis.

PM-K
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SAN benefits reach

703 lakh farmersin WB

PNS B NEW DELHI

For the first time on Friday, the
benefits under PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi Scheme
reached farmers of West
Bengal as about 7.03 lakh of
them got Rs 2,000 each under
the programme launched more
than two years ago.

Under the scheme, also
known as PM-KISAN, a finan-
cial benefit of Rs 6,000 per year
is provided to the eligible
farmers, payable in three equal
4-monthly installments of Rs
2,000 each. The fund is trans-
ferred directly to the bank
accounts of the beneficiaries.
The scheme was launched in
February 2019 but was imple-
mented with effect from
December 2018.

The scheme was not imple-
mented till now in West Bengal
as the state government and
the Centre were at logger-
heads over various issues,
including verified data of farm-
ers.

"Today, the first installment
has reached lakhs of farmers of
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Bengal. As the names of farm-
ers from the state are received
by the central government,
the number of beneficiary
farmers will increase," Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
after releasing the 8th install-
ment of the financial benefit
under the scheme at a virtual
event.

About 7.03 lakh farmers from
West Bengal on Friday got the
first installment of Rs 2,000 in
their bank accounts, the Prime
Minister said.

Under the 8th installment
disbursed on Friday, a total of
Rs 20,667 crore was transferred
to more than 9.5 crore farmers
across the country, including
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those from West Bengal.

The scheme is benefitting
small and marginal farmers a lot
in the current difficult times of
COVID-19, Modi said.

Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, who
was present at the virtual event,
recalled that the Prime Minister
had directed his ministry to take
measures to bring all states
under the scheme as soon as
possible.

"In the absence of West
Bengal, we were not able to tell
all states have joined the
scheme... Today, West Bengal
has joined the scheme and
more than 7 lakh farmers will
get the benefit," he added.

INDIA CORNER

Bring retired doctors to help fight
COVID crisis: Former HP CM

rmer Himachal Pradesh
FDh|ef minister Shanta Kumar
on Friday suggested that the
state government should bring
retired medical experts from the
army and elsewhere to help deal
with the crisis. With the transfer
of doctors from Dr. Rajendra
Prasad Government Medical
College in Tanda to other parts
of the state, he said, there was a
need to make a special appeal to
the retired people so that the
state can overcome its human

resource shortage. The CM

should appeal to people of the state to come forward and make
donations, Kumar said, adding that other political parties should also give
full support to the HP government. So far, he has donated Rs two lakh
to the CM relief fund for the battle against COVID, he said.

Woman sentenced to 5-years
in prison in 33-year-old case

woman to five years’

imprisonment for helping
three men in abducting and raping
a 12-year-old girl 33 years ago.
Additional Sessions Judge
Parmeshwar Prasad on Thursday
also imposed a fine of Rs 15,000
on Ramvati, government counsel
KP Singh said. All the other

! local court has sentenced a

A I

accused in the case had died during the course of the trial, he said.
Singh said this was one of the oldest cases pending in the court. The
incident had taken place on June 30, 1988. The girl had gone to attend a
wedding in a village and later in the night, Ramvati and her mother
Phoolmata handed over the minor to three men -- Mukku, Pussu and
Lahri. An FIR in the matter was registered against five people -- Mukku,
Pussu, Lahri, Ramvati and her mother -- at Bhinga police station under
relevant sections of the IPC. Police had filed a charge sheet against the
five accused and after 33 years, the court in April 2021 had found all of

them guilty and reserved its verdict.

IYC president Srinivas BV
questioned by police

ndian Youth Congress
I (IYC) president Srinivas BV

on Friday said the Delhi
Police’s Crime Branch
questioned him about the
assistance being provided by
him to people during the
CQVID-19 pandemic. "Police
called me this morning and
came to my office around
11.45 am. They questioned
that how you are doing it," he
said. However, the Delhi
Police said the questioning

has been done following a Delhi High Court order. The high court
has directed the city police to conduct inquiry into politicians
involved in distribution of COVID-19 medicines and other items, and
take steps for lodging of FIR in case of offence, a senior police
officer said. In compliance with the directions of the high court,
inquiry is being conducted into several people, the officer said. On
May 4, the Delhi High Court had asked the police to examine the
instances of politicians allegedly procuring and distributing
Remdesivir, used in treatment of COVID-19 patients, in the national
capital and take steps for lodging of FIR in case of offence.

2 more hodies found near
Ganga cremated in UP

0 more bodies found

-I-:ging on the banks of the

Ganga were cremated by
the Ballia district
administration, after a video of
a few stray dogs dragging and
mauling the corpses went viral
on social media. FefnaSHO |
Sanjay Tripathi said he got the
information about the corpses

on Thursday afternoon, following which a team of Sub D|V|S|ona|
Magistrate (SDM) Rajesh Yadav reached Sagarpali village and cremated
the bodies. It appears that the bodies were left in the river by family
members after completing rituals, he said. According to Ballia residents,
at least 52 bodies were seen floating at the Ujiyar, Kulhadia and Bharauli
ghats in the Narahi area. However, the district authorities did not tell the

exact number of bodies found there.

UP records
15,747 new
COVID-19 cases,
312 deaths

PNS B LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh on Friday
recorded 15,747 fresh COVID-
19 cases that took the infection
count to 15,96,628 while 312
more fatalities pushed the death
toll to 16,958, officials said.

In the past 13 days, the num-
ber of active cases in the state
has come down by over 1.17
lakh. On April 30, there were
about 3.10 lakh active cases and
the number currently stands at
1,93,815, said Additional Chief
Secretary, Health, Amit Mohan
Prasad.

Asmany as 1,57,257 patients
are in home isolation, he said.

While the state reported
15,747 fresh cases the previous
day, 26,174 COVID-19
patients recovered from the
disease. So far, 13,85,855
patients have recovered in
Uttar Pradesh and the recov-
ery rate stands at 86.8 per cent,
Prasad said.

So far, over 4.41 crore sam-
ples have been tested in the
state, including more than
2.63 lakh samples tested on
Wednesday, he said.

Cong MPs, legislators in K'taka
to use LAD funds for vaccines

PNS B BENGALURU

The Congress' Karnataka unit
on Friday announced that the
party MPs, MLAs and MLCs
will use their Local Area
Development fund to the tune
of Rs 100 crore for procuring
vaccines.

"The government has miser-
ably failed to protect the peo-
ple and vaccinate people.
Hence, the MPs, MLAs and
MLCs of the Congress, who
are 95 in number have decid-
ed to donate at least Rs one
crore each to procure vac-
cines," former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, who is also the
Congress legislative party
leader, said at a press confer-
ence here.

According to him, a total of
Rs 100 crore will be given by
Congress leaders of Karnataka
for the purpose. T h e
Congress stalwart said, "This is
an unprecedented decision in
the history of Karnataka."

The state Congress chief D
K Shivakumar, who accompa-
nied Siddaramaiah, said the
Congress parliamentarians and
legislators are ready to stop
development works in their
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areas.

"We are ready to stop all the
development works in our
area. It is our bounden duty to
save lives rather than carry out
development works," he added.

He said the party will write
to Chief Minister B §
Yediyurappa to utilise their
funds for vaccine procure-
ment.

Later in a statement, the
state Congress unit said it
needed two small permissions,
one from the central govern-
ment and another from the
state government to allow
diversion of LAD funds for
vaccine procurement.

"My appeal to the BJP is to

not let politics come in the way
and in the spirit of
Atmanirbhar Bharat allow
Congress to directly procure
and administer vaccines," it
quoted Shivakumar as saying.

Currently, vaccine procure-
ment rules in India allow cen-
tral and state governments,
hospitals and industries to
directly procure vaccines, the
party said.

The Congress had a Rs 100
crore plan to kick-start the vac-
cination drive, of which Rs 10
crore was being contributed by
the Karnataka Congress party
fund, the party explained
adding another Rs 90 crore can
come from the Congress
MLA/MLC funds.

"I appeal to the Yediyurappa
government to please allow us
to use the MLA/MLC funds to
procure vaccines directly in a
transparent manner because
the Modi and Yediyurappa
governments are failing to do
so for months now," party
quoted Shivakumar.

The two leaders flayed
Union Minister for Chemicals
and Fertilisers D V Sadananda
Gowda for his 'suicide by
hanging' remark.

DJ held for hurting
Guj CM'’s reputation

PNS B AHMEDABAD

Police have detained a 30-
year-old disc jockey (DJ) in
Vadodara city of Gujarat on
the charge of harming state
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani's
reputation by making and
uploading a video by using a
part of the latter's past speech,
officials said on Friday.

The accused was identified
as Pradeep Kahar, a resident of
Kahar Mohalla in Dandiya
Bazaar locality of Vadodara,
they said.

He was detained on
Thursday by Vadodara city
crime branch under IPC sec-
tion 469, which deals with
forgery for purpose of harm-
ing reputation, a release issued
by the police said.

Right now, he is kept under
detention and will be formal-
ly arrested once his coron-
avirus report comes negative,
it said.

Kahar is a local DJ and uses
the name 'DJ Adee' on various
social media platforms, includ-
ing on Facebook. "He is
accused of making and circu-
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lating a fake electronic docu-
ment using some portion of
the CM's original speech with
an intention to harm the rep-
utation and position of the
CM," the release said, quoting
the FIR.

Since it is an act of defama-
tion, the Vadodara city crime
branch, upon learning about
Kahar's act from social media,
detained him, it added.

"Kahar is a DJ and created
avideo using CM's speech on
potatoes grown in
Banaskantha. He also circulat-
ed the video on various social
media platforms," Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Crime Branch, Jaydeepsinh
Jadeja, said.

Sterlite Copper oxygen

plant develops ‘tech snag

PNS W CHENNAI

Vedanta Ltd owned Sterlite
Copper Plant which recently,
commenced production of
medical oxygen at its facility in
Tamil Nadu has faced a 'techni-
cal snag' in a cold box leading
to a suspension of production,
the company said on Friday.
The facility began produc-
tion of medical oxygen and the
first set of medical oxygen
tankers was dispatched to the
beneficiaries on Thursday
from the Tuticorin plant, locat-
ed about 600 kms from here.
In a statement on Friday, the
company said, "a technical
snag has developed in the cold
box at our oxygen plant in
Tuticorin, leading to a tempo-
rary pause in production.”
The company said it antic-

ipated a 'minor technical fluc-
tuation' since the plant
remained unattended for three
years.

A technical expert group has
been onsite from day one to
monitor the situation and to
provide real-time solutions to
resume production at the ear-
liest.
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"We plan to return to sta-
bilised production soon," the
company said.

On Thursday, the company
said with the production of
medical oxygen, it would ini-
tially dispatch two oxygen
tankers on a daily basis and
later it would be 'scaled up' by
ramping up production.

Vax drive for 18-44 age
group to begin in HP

PNS B SHIMLA

The vaccination drive against
COVID-19 for the 18-44 age
group will begin in Himachal
Pradesh from May 17, a
health official said on Friday.

The state recently received
1,07,620 doses of Covishield
vaccine from the Serum
Institute of India, Pune for
this category, Special Health
Secretary Nipun Jindal said.

Vaccination for the 18-44
age group will be given only
on Mondays and Thursdays,
and slots will be visible on the
COWIN portal two days
prior to each scheduled ses-
sion, he said.

The state has already placed
an order for more vaccines for
this age group, Jindal added.

All the eligible persons will

have to register themselves
and schedule their appoint-
ment for vaccination on the
COWIN portal, he added.

The health official said the
available slots will be visible
on the COWIN portal from
May 15.

HRTC conductors and
drivers, fuel pump opera-
tors, PDS depot holders,
teachers on COVID duty,
banks and financial services,
chemists, staff of Lok Mitra
Kendra, employees in child-
care institutions under the
WCD department and the
workers of pharma industry
who are engaged in manu-
facturing process have now
been declared as prioritised
group for the anti-coron-
avirus vaccination, he
added.

Eid celebrated in
subdued manner
in UP

PNS B LUCKNOW

People in Uttar Pradesh celebrat-
ed Eid-al-Fitr, which marks the
end of the holy month of
Ramzan, in a subdued manner
on Friday, due to COVID-19
restrictions.

With mosques closed and
large congregations prohibited,
Muslim families celebrated the
festival with simplicity, offering
namaz at home and giving away
zakat (charity) to the needy.

At Lucknow's Aishbagh
Eidgah, five persons offered
namaz. Other mosques in the city
also witnessed a similar scene due
to restrictions, preventing congre-
gational prayers.

Both Shia and Sunni clerics
had appealed to the people to
avoid shopping for Eid and help
the poor and the needy, who have
been affected by the pandemic.

National plattorm to track impact of Covid vax

PNS B NEW DELHI

A national tracking platform
will be established soon to
determine the impact of the
jabs against COVID-19 and the
breakthrough infections that
are likely to occur among those
with complete and partial
immunisation, official sources
said.

The recommendation of the
National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation
(NTAGI) to establish such a
platform has been accepted
by the National Expert Group
on Vaccine Administration for
COVID-19 and the Union
Health Ministry, they said.

"The COVID-19 Working
Group which is part of NTAGI
has strongly recommended to
urgently establish a national
vaccine tracking platform to

determine the impact of the
COVID vaccine(s) and the
breakthrough infections that
are likely to occur among those
with complete and partial
immunisation," said Dr N K
Arora, the INCLEN Trust
chairperson who heads the
COVID-19 Working Group.

The vaccine tracker will be
particularly important to mon-
itor the impact of increasing
the dosing schedule of
Covishield, he said, as the gov-
ernment on Thursday accept-
ed the working group's recom-
mendation to extend the gap
between the two doses of the
Covishield vaccine from 6-8
weeks to 12-16 weeks.

The current data harmonisa-
tion work of the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) and other agencies
can be leveraged to set up this

facility for review of ground
realities on real-time basis, the
NTAGI has recommended.
The government panel has
also recommended that preg-
nant women may be offered the
choice to take any of the

COVID-19 vaccines and that
lactating women can be inoc-
ulated any time after delivery.

The NTAGI has also stated
that those having laboratory
test proven SARS-CoV-2 illness
should defer COVID-19 vacci-

nation for six months after
recovery, the sources said.

According to the health min-
istry's current protocol, vaccine
is to be taken four to eight
weeks after recovery from
COVID-19 infection and preg-
nant and lactating women are
not to be administered the
shots.

The NTAGI recommended
that all pregnant women visit-
ing for antenatal care (ANC)
may be informed about risks
and benefits associated with
Covishield and Covaxin. Based
on the information provided, a
pregnant woman may be
offered the choice to take any
of the vaccines.

An educational tool com-
prising information on risk of
COVID-19 infection during
pregnancy, benefits associated
with the vaccination and rare

complications associated with
vaccines like thrombosis and
thrombocytopenia (with
Covishield) may be developed.

In case of individuals who
have received the first dose and
before completion of the dos-
ing schedule if they test posi-
tive for COVID-19, they
should wait for 4-8 weeks after
clinical recovery from the ill-
ness.

Also, COVID-19 patients
who have been given anti-
SARS-CoV-2 monoclonal anti-
bodies or convalescent plasma
may defer vaccination for three
months from the day of dis-
charge from hospital, the rec-
ommendations stated.

Individuals having any other
serious illness requiring hospi-
talisation or ICU care should
also wait for 4-8 weeks before
getting the vaccine, it added.
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High and dry

Herd immunity is one thing; India needs to do a
lot more to protect its people from the pandemic

he COVID-19 vaccination drive in India appears to be wafting in the air with
Ta mind of its own. Never an easy task, what with a billion people to be vac-
cinated in time to avoid a third surge of the virus, the exercise is taking time
even to take off. Whether it is owing to gigantic nature of the task at hand or the
scattered nature of the vaccination management plan, one is not sure. The bare
facts of the case, if the pandemic is to be brought under control at the very least
by the end of this year, are before us. Scientists believe a minimum of 70 per cent
of the population needs to be vaccinated for the herd immunity to set in. In India,
that means the immunity can be achieved if nearly 94 crore people receive both
doses of the vaccine. At two doses each, that calls
for 188-0dd crore doses. That is a tall order. Even
if one were to scale down the vaccination to one
dose under the assumption that it is better to give
at least half protection to all than complete pro-
tection to only a few, even then, just under a 100
crore doses are needed. Where to get the doses
from? How long will it take to acquire them? How
long will it take to complete the vaccination
process? If, at the end, it is only one dose that
is given, an identical task stares at the country
for giving the second dose.
Bear in mind that all this is for vaccinating only
70 per cent of the population. That means just about a third of the population will
be left high and dry unless they largely constitute children who are yet to come
under the purview of vaccination. The Serum Institute of India has said it will be
in a position to produce 10 crore doses a month after July. One can assume that
Bharat Biotech can produce anywhere between five and six crore doses a month
after July. Zydus Cadila and Dr Reddy’s Labs will be able to pitch in with three-
odd crore doses a month. That can stretch the total figure of available doses per
month close to 20 crore by August 2021 or thereabouts. That leaves five months
till December to complete the task of giving around 100 crore doses. There are
reports that are not so confident; they contend that the task may actually take over
two or even three years. In any case, assuming the exercise ends by December,
a population of 94-odd crore will receive one effective dose or half of them will
get two doses each, as the case may be. The result is there for all to see: It is
simply impossible to achieve herd immunity before the end of 2021 unless 188
crore doses are available at once and an unprecedented, organised, synchronised,
national campaign is undertaken to complete the process in five months. The ques-
tion to the Centre goes abegging: Where is the plan?

ITBP personnel share a friendly moment at a training centre near Mana, Uttarakhand PTI

Hogwash

Amid the raging contagion, a handful of politicians are
providing comic relief to citizens, albeit unintentionally

C handler Muriel Bing of the Friends fame said in the series: “I’'m not great

at advice. But can | interest you in a sarcastic comment?” Something sim-

ilar in the nature of an emotion has ostensibly stirred Uttarakhand’s for-
mer Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat. The BJP leader, no less adept at stok-
ing controversy as the incumbent Tirath Singh Rawat, has now taken to bat for
the accursed Novel Coronavirus because, as it would appear, everybody is only
hurling doses of vituperation at the poor pathogen. Choosing to look at it “from
a philosophical angle”, Rawat said that the virus is a “living organism which has
a right to live”. In the same vein, he warned the
human species that despite considering ourselves
to be the most intelligent on the planet and out
to eliminate the virus, the killer is sensible enough
to keep mutating itself. Slipping into some sense
midway, he also clarified, to his credit, that peo-
ple need to outpace the virus to stay safe. So far,
so good! By that logic, do we need to go and offer
ourselves to a tiger just because it has a life and
the right to life? If the virus has the right to live,
as an organism, all of us don’t?

And, as most of us would agree, the new-age
politicians are nothing less than pernicious virus-
es. But do they really need to open their trap and prove it? As the old saying
goes, it is better to keep your mouth shut and let the world think that you are a
fool, rather than open it and remove all doubts! The unusual observation, as must
have been the desired outcome of the former Chief Minister, went viral at a time
when the entire country is battling a killer second wave of COVID-19. A Twitter
user sarcastically said: “This virus organism should be given shelter in the Central
Vista.” Another said: “Shri Rawat should invite the virus home, feed it well and
stay with it for at least 14 days.” All done and dusted, the statement just goes
on to show how devoid of empathy are our political leaders who, in spite of see-
ing the mass scale of devastation in terms of life, employment and business
opportunities, can’t keep themselves away from courting a headline-worth-of
controversy. As Chandler said, one more time: “Handle? | can handle it. Handle
is my middle name. Well, actually it's the middle part of my first name.”

'I'’he endgame
in Afghanistan ==

There’s a host of implications emanating from the withdrawal of
American troops from that country, and India needs to watch out

he latest available esti-
mates of the number of
people, mostly school-

girls, killed in three
blasts in front of a co-education-
al school in Kabul on May 8, vary
from at least 60 (BBC) to over 85
(CNN). The figure may rise fur-
ther by the time this column is
published. The diabolical intent
to kill as many as possible is clear
from the fact that a car bomb was
first detonated and two impro-
vised explosive devices followed
as the girls rushed out of the
school in panic.

Two questions arise. Who is
behind this ghastly crime? What
are its implications? As to the
first, no one has claimed respon-
sibility. The Afghan
Government has blamed the
Taliban, which has denied
involvement and condemned

the strike. This leaves one with
the Islamic State, which has
staged terror attack in Kabul and
elsewhere in Afghanistan and
which retains its ability to strike
despite losing a great deal of ter-
ritory over the months.

The Taliban are the more
likely culprits. There is no rea-
son why one should believe
them, particularly when the
May 8 blasts have to be seen in
the background of the surge in
their attacks and terror strikes
following President Joe Biden’s
announcement that all
American troops will leave
Afghanistan by September 11.
They know they will not win an
election and they do not believe
in democracy. They want to
control Afghanistan by force and
establish the Sharia rule.

Will they be able to do it?
What will happen if they do?
The answer to the first would
depend on the fighting qualities
of the Afghan National Security
and Defence Forces (ANDSF),
the support they continue to
receive from the US and its
NATO allies. As to the first,
despite serious problems of
desertion and unwillingness to
enlist, the Afghan National
Army (ANA), the land warfare
arm of the ANDSE has emerged
a battle-hardened force capable
of confronting the Taliban and

other terrorist organisations it
faces. Its commando and spe-
cial forces units have been
particularly successful.
Against this, the harsh fact
is that the Taliban have
expanded their control over
huge tracts of Afghanistan’s
countryside and some cities,
besides inflicting a number of
heavy defeats on the Afghan

roops At some of - AS THE DIVERSION
beginning of 2020 are attrib- TO KANDAHAR OF
uitle g the Tramp i THE INDIAN AIRLINES
These included asking the HIJACKED FLIGHT

Government forces early in
2020 to go on the defensive in
the interest of its peace nego-
tiations with the Taliban, and

IC-814 IN DECEMBER
1999 SHOWED, THE

arm-twisting it into agreeing TALIBAN WERE

relcasing 5000 of thei fgh- AGTIVELY

ers in Afgl,1an jails as a pre- PROMOTING

condition for talks. Many of

the released fighters have TERRORISM AGAINST

gone back to combat despite IT BY JAISH-E-

the Taliban’s promise that

they would not do so. MOHAMMED AND
The Taliban, however, LASHKAR-E-TAIBA.

began gaining ground even

before the Trum DO WE HAVE A

Administration’s policies and COHERENT POLICY

pressures hampered the

ANDSF’s operations. Also, TO MEET THE

while the capabilities of the CHALLENGE?

Afghan troops have improved,
a big question mark hangs

against the future availability
of effective air support, which
has played an important role
in many of the ANA’s success-
ful operations. According to
one estimate, 80 to 90 per cent
of the air support to it is now
provided by the fledgling
Afghan Air Force (AAF).
The AAF however, has
been supported by the massive
air power of the US. Also,
international contractors, now
doing the bulk of the mainte-
nance work on its planes and
helicopters, will depart with
the American troops. This
will seriously affect its opera-
tional capabilities. This under-
lines the importance of contin-
ued American aid. On July 7,
2012, Hillary Clinton, then US
Secretary of State, announced
in Kabul that President Obama
had designated Afghanistan as
amajor non-NATO ally of the
US. The questions are: How
much and of what kind?
Apart from military hard-
ware, there is a need for
funds. Countering a blend of
insurgency and terrorism is a
very expressive business. The
US has provided over $86 bil-
lion as security assistance to
Afghanistan between finan-
cial years 2002 and 2019.
Since 2014, it has been pro-
viding between five and six
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THE OXYGEN CRISIS IN GOA

Sir — An oxygen crisis in the Goa Medical
College and Hospital (GMCH), the State’s
largest COVID facility, has led to the death
of over 74 patients in the span of four days
due to daily disruptions in oxygen supply.
Just two days after 26 patients lost their lives
at the GMCH within hours, the State
Government told the Bombay High Court
Bench in Goa that 15 more patients had suc-
cumbed.

The Bench was informed of 13 more
deaths from the same hospital. The spate of
deaths due to the lack of oxygen is causing
a serious concern for the COVID-19
patients in Goa’s hospitals. However, the
Pramod Sawant Government and the hos-
pital both told the court that all the deaths
could not be attributed to the disruption in
oxygen supply.

The issue relating to oxygen shortage is
so severe that the court had ordered the State
Government to drop everything and ensure
that there are no deaths for “at least one
night”, The relatives of the patients did raise
an alarm after the oxygen pressure began
to drop overnight. But it was several hours
before anyone was able to fix the problem
and ensure a steady supply of oxygen. It was
a simple case of utter negligence on the part
of the health department and the
Government.

CK Subbu | Goa

BE CAUTIOUS, BUT NOT SCARED

Sir — The recrudescence of COVID-19 in
the form of the second wave has claimed
many lives since mid-March 2021. Cold,
cough, breathlessness and fever have been
experienced from time immemorial. Cold
triggers fever and cough triggers breathless-
ness if curative measures are not taken in
time; it is a known fact.

Fever appears in many forms like flu,
malaria, typhoid, encephalitis (brain fever),
monkey fever, and so on. The said fevers
have not given an undertaking that they
would not appear since Corona has been
appearing on a grand scale. But since
Corona made an appearance, we have
hardly heard of the fevers experienced ear-

E EDITOR

Open llll the barred humanity

placing convicts under house arrest is worth

considering. If one may add, the release of
political prisoners on bail or parole too merits
consideration. Political and civil rights activists
are often incarcerated for speaking out the truth
to power or rebelling against the “system”.
Dissent is now a crime punishable with
imprisonment!

It is a matter of immense significance in
terms of human rights that the undertrials make
up nearly 70 per cent of the total inmates in Indian
prisons. Many of them do not have access to
legal counsel or remedy. Pre-trial imprisonment
in itself is punishment. As they say, the process

The suggestion of the Supreme Court about

lier. If a patient with cold, cough or fever
approaches a doctor, they do not treat the
patient without subjecting her/him to a
COVID test. Have all other fevers lost
ground to Corona? If all other fevers are
treated like COVID, the fatalities are bound
to occur due to wrong diagnosis and
wrong administration of medicines.
Whether malaria, typhoid and flu have
not at all revisited after Corona first broke
out in March 2020, the other normal ail-
ments are still very much a reality. This
aspect must be looked into by the
Government, scientists and doctors.
KV Seetharamaiah | Hassan

PAY ATTENTION TO RURAL INDIA, TOO

Sir —This refers to the news report, Dozens
of bodies found buried in sand near Ganga
in Unnao, May 14. When COVID-19 first
hit India, the biggest fear among both the

is the punishment in India. It is a logical premise
that the undertrials could be convicted or acquit-
ted. Eventually, be it conviction or acquittal, they
cannot be kept in a place where they run greater
risk of contracting Coronavirus. They must be

spared the ‘capital punishment’ by the virus!
It is common knowledge that many of
India’s prisons are congested and have more
inmates than they can accommodate and, as
such, they remain the hotspots for the conta-
gion. Needless to say, the prison conditions are
conducive to the spread of the contagion. When
prisons are crammed full of inmates, it is next
to impossible to maintain physical distancing.
The incorporation of decongesting prisons into
the pandemic response is a much-needed mea-
sure. Prisoners also share the right to health with
those outside prisons for anyone to be dismis-
sive of their greater in-house susceptibility to con-
tract the virus. The non-violent and low-risk
offenders pose no significant risk to public safe-
ty. Releasing them is a containment measure that
has a health benefit by reducing the risk of trans-
mission and an uplifting humanitarian gesture.
G David Milton | Tamil Nadu

policymakers and public experts was that
the pandemic would travel to India’s Hindi
heartland — primarily across the rural belt
of Uttar Pradesh (UP) and Bihar.

Given the size of the two States, the den-
sity of population, the abysmal healthcare
infrastructure and the manner in which the
virus could quickly transmit in these
regions, this fear was legitimate. There was
never any cogent explanation as to why this
was the case, but this did not deter specu-
lative, and clearly misplaced, theories about
the innate immunity of those in rural India.

The tragic sight of the bodies floating
in the Ganga confirms that the numbers of
reported COVID fatalities are much high-
er than the official figures.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru
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billion dollars per year to
fund the ANDSFE. How much
and what form of assistance
will Washington provide
Afghanistan after the with-
drawal of its troops?

Clearly, the military out-
come in Afghanistan hangs in
the balance. So does the fate of
Afghanistan. All indications are
that the Taliban have every
intention to re-impose the
medieval, authoritarian theo-
cratic system that had reduced
Afghanistan to a cleric-admin-
istered prison. As Ahmed
Rashid wrote in Taliban: Islam,
Oil and the New Great Game in
Central Asia, edicts of the
Taliban’s Department of
Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice “had
changed the lifestyles of Kabul's
once easy-going population
and forced Afghan women to
disappear from public view”.

India needs to watch out.
As the diversion to Kandahar
of the Indian Airlines hijacked
Flight IC-814 in December
1999 showed, the Taliban were
actively promoting terrorism
against it by Jaish-e-
Mohammed and Lashkar-e-
Taiba. Do we have a coherent
policy to meet the challenge?

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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HEALTHCARE POLICY
NEEDS A BOOSTER

The disparity among the masses makes
the downtrodden people more vulnerable

ISHANEE SHARMA

ill the untoward dissemination of Coronavirus in India, the econom-
Tic prosperity and healthcare developments were often considered

complementary to each other. During the COVID pandemic, empir-
ical corroborations show the gap between the two has not narrowed down,
resulting in lopsided development. Every year, the Union and State
Governments while appropriating their annual finances accord utmost pri-
ority toward superficial sectors or ancilliary enterprises ie insurance sec-
tor and proffer marginal policy attention to our medical and health care
sectors. It is appalling that since Independence, the percentage-based
monetary allocation in healthcare development had never exceeded two
per cent of the overall financial allocations. Consequently, it results in a
displeasing growth of certain sectors accompanied by social disparity
caused by the whopping expenses incurred by the majority of our pop-
ulation in meeting the basic medicinal requirements at private hospitals.
This disparity makes the downtrodden masses vulnerable in the spheres
of human resource development, in seeking adequate health care ben-
gfits from the State. Ergo, the plunder bund-like insurance companies
explmt them at their own whims and fancies, which in turn eclipses the

economic development and ultimately takes lives of thousands of peo-
ple in our country due to inadequate healthcare infrastructure. This pan-
demic has inadvertently helped our economy in highlighting the existing
infrastructure lacunaein the medical and healthcare industry. Due to the
glaring deficiency of an adequate infrastructure and sufficient human
resource in the public hospitals, the most sought-after health care schemes
such as Ayushman Bharat have also failed to meet the legitimate med-
icinal demands of the masses during the times of the pandemic. A report
published in a leading daily newspaper highlights that barely 10 per cent
of the Ayushman Bharat cardholders could take the benefit of this cen-
trally sponsored scheme.

We have witnessed that ICUs, ventilators, availability of RT-PCR facil-
ities, oxygen cylinders, cardiac monitors for operation theatres, electrocar-
diogram machines, adequacy of beds available, vaccines, ancillary med-
icines and steroids, vertical transport facilities, staff and most important-
ly sufficient number of doctors were also inadequate in most of the health-
care institutions. Scarcity of testing facilities and vaccines erodes the util-
ity of rural and government hospitals and bulldozes the poor patients to
hasten to distant places for availing urgent treatment. It can be said that
the genesis of this problem accentuated in the year 1991 when our coun-
try adopted the LPG (Liberalisation, Privatisation, Globalisation) policy. Since
then the government allowed the private sector to take a lead in the health
care industry and thereby the state in a gradual manner withdrew from its
responsibilities for providing adequate health care means to the masses.
This stunted public sector spending on medical services, resulting in exces-
sive reliance upon the private sector in seeking health care benefits. The
government needs to realize the fact that the private sector operates in a
profit-centric manner and they will not take necessary initiatives to reach
the masses at the grass root level. Presently in the rural areas, there are
only 0.6 doctors per 1,000 population. A pure mercenary approach in the
medicinal industry and inception of users’ charges in healthcare sectors
have placed the people at a disadvantage. Equilibrium in appropriating bud-
getary allocation between other sectors of our economy and the health-
care sector is a very crucial policy decision, which our country urgently
needs to address for saving the lives of thousands of people who are dying
due to the pandemic. Earmarking adequate precedence to the health care
sector has also become non-negotiable in the present scenario.

(The writer is the Managing Partner, Ishanee Sharma Law Offices, and
works towards achieving gender justice and freedom of speech. The views
expressed are personal.)

hile ushering in the era of the :
biological revolution one can- :
not fail to notice that one of the :
biggest ironies in biology is that :

microbes, which are the oldest self-replicat- :
ing organisms on earth and which were :
among the last to be discovered, have large-
ly been ignored. This is evident from the pre- :
sent crisis of the Coronavirus, which has :
devastated half of the world and has brought
it almost to the brink of disaster, partly :
because of the late discovery of microbes and :

techniques of genome sequencing.

The lack of attention to micro-organisms
is largely due to our observational bias. We :
tend to ignore what we cannot see. This pre- :
disposition allowed us to make great :
progress in astronomy observing visible :
objects billions of miles away from us, long :
before we could appreciate the role of bac-
teria and viruses on this planet. Life on earth :
is much more than there are plants. Our :
inherent knowledge gaps about viruses &
microorganisms have brought us to the pre- :

sent-day crisis.

Hence, biological revolution is inevitable.
The following facts expose us to the ongo- :
ing revolutionary and unprecedented bio- :
logical research and its unique opportuni-

ties.

Microbes have evolved into a complex
nanomachine even capable of splitting :
water via energy from the sun, billions of :
years ahead, than terrestrial plants. There is :
only one existing prokaryotic type of bac- :
teria capable of producing oxygen without :
the sun — the cyano bacteria. We have yet :

to discover its mechanism.

If one happens to look to the list of noble :
laureates in the last decade one cannot fail :
to notice that most of the noble prizes even :
for physics and chemistry have gone for their
study on solving the biological riddle. :
Several aspects of the mystery of biology are
still to be unravelled. Dr Siddhartha :
Mukherjee of New York University observed :
that though cancer research started earlier :
than space travel, cancer is still an uncon- :
querable ‘emperor of maladies. It is no sur- :
prise that MIT, an institution known for :
engineering and technology has changed its :
focus to molecular biology and some of its :
faculty members have even won noble :

prizes for their research on cell biology.

Dr Bruce H Lipton of Wisconsin
University and subsequently at Stanford :
University, USA, in his ground-breaking :
work, has discovered how cell mechanisms :
receive and process information in the cell :
through the critical cell membrane. The cell :
membrane through its receptor and integral :
protein that serves as an antenna sends sig- :
nals from the outside environment. The :
implication of this research will radically :
change our understanding of life. It shows :
that genes and DNA are controlled by sig- :
nals from outside through the cell mem- :
brane. This research in cell biology and :
quantum physics is being hailed as a break- :
through showing that behaviour can be :
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Iime to embrace the
biological revolution

It 1s an inevitable, irreversible fact. Also, it hides within itself the potential
of biological research and its un1que opportunltles for humanity

changed as we train our thinking.
Thoughts and minds’ energy direct-
ly influence how the physical brain
controls the body’s physiology.
Mental ‘energy’ can activate or
inhibit the cells’ function to produce

Biologists in collaboration with

most of the areas of the burning
issues to meet the demands of the
growing population that consumes

of stored energy. Scientists are
turning to alternative sources of
renewable energy like solar, hydro,

¢ time difference between their pro-
i duction and demand. The alterna-
i tive renewable energies are getting
i cheaper, better all the time.
i However, we are yet to find a way
i to store these energies ineffective,
i cheap, reliable ways, without much
i creation of waste.

If biologists can devise a bat-

i tery that allows overcoming inter-
i mittency problems inherent in
¢ solar, wind, and other renewable
i sources, we could use clean and
¢ abundant sources to meet all our
¢ energy needs.

The battery converts chemical

. energy to electrical energy by mov-
¢ ing electrons from one metal to
i another. Electrons are tiny negative-
¢ ly charged particles. The copper-
¢ zinc plates form positive and neg-

ative poles. It conducts the electric
current. It can go as long as all the
electrons get transferred. Thus, a
battery is an energy transportation
device. When the battery is dis-
charged, we use electricity to charge.

Dr Angela Belcher, materials
scientist at MIT, is evolving virus-
es into variants that could organize
non-biological materials such as
gallium arsenide and silicon for
semiconductors. Her experiment
gave her confidence to build new
tools to build batteries. She found
that metals and metal oxides
worked particularly well. Viruses do
not have cell walls or any structur-
al elements. It is a protein capsule
with DNA / RNA. She found that
viruses-building elements could be
used to make electrodes that can
open a door to clean and efficient,
new way for making batteries. Her
next step is a virus-based state of art
battery, but could this battery take
the form of a dashboard, seat cover,
door panel? Nobody knows.

Until recently, it was undisput-
ed that cell membrane itself is a
medium for exchange of water
from cells and outside. Dr Peter
Agre, molecular biologist at John
Hopkin’s Institute, in 1980 while
purifying Rh protein from red
blood cell membranes to identify it
made a discovery that the mem-
brane has Rh protein that works as
a gate and alters a particular sub-
stance vehicle with a pass to allow
entry into the cell. These proteins
are known as aquaporins.

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

AS PER TV REPORTS, MY NUMBER WAS FALSELY
GIVEN AS BELONGING TO SOME AMJAD KHAN,
OSTENSIBLY TO LINK ME WITH DRUG TRAFFICKING.
— MAHARASHTRA CONGRESS PRESIDENT

NANA PATOLE

BKP SINHA

Starting with a large volume of
the red blood cells, he separated
the cell membrane from the rest of
its content. Next, he carefully iso-
lated Rh protein from other pre-
sent proteins. We all need fresh
water to survive but it is only five
per cent of the total water volume
of the earth. Most of it is in ice
sheets and the soil.

Hence, water purification is
critical for human survival. This
discovery will use cell proteins of
the cell membrane to purify water.
We now know the whole family of
aquaporin found in virtually all
organisms on earth. A particular
amino acid occupies a particular
pattern of location and pattern.

Contrary to the theory by a
famous economist, Thomas Robert
Malthus, the world would be
engulfed by war, famine and pesti-
lence, but the convergence of biol-
ogy and engineering is giving us
great hope that we can avoid the
gloomy future. How to bring
together researchers from the fields
of science for a collaborative effort
in bioengineering by encouraging
national investment in fundamen-
tal research that motivates scientists
to work in interdisciplinary areas.

For all this to happen we must
have convergence-minded policies
and international collaboration in
the field of biology, where scientists
and technologists can work on a
platform to defer the sixth mass
extinction of Holocene or
Anthropocene.

ONE PARTY SHOULD NOT TAP THE PHONES OF THE
OTHER PARTY OR LEADERS. THE MATTER SHOULD BE
INVESTIGATED BY A COMMITTEE OF RETIRED JUDGES.

— BJP LEADER

SUDHIR MUNGANTIWAR

'The nation needs to come up with a transparent vaccine policy

We, as one nation, one people, need to come together If all of us don t care for each other in this hour of crisis, who will?

been blessed with one of the

day on May 11 (the day is

celebrated to mark 1998
Pokharan nuclear tests) and
the irony is Indian science has
managed to break an atom
and unleash its power but an
atomic size virus seems insur-
mountable. The statement
could well be turned around-
to, in this battle of humans’ vs
virus, policy makers ignored
science.

A month into one the
darkest periods of modern
Indian history things look tat-
tered and dishevelled with
citizens in queues even for per-
forming last rites of their lov-
ing. Early celebrations, polit-
ical compulsions of a democ-
ratic society, vibrant regional
sensitivities,one can attribute
a ton of reasons to the current
level of pandemic devasta-
tion, yet what is lacking is
sound backing and knowl-
edge of a science-led bunch of

I t was national technology
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KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

(The writer is a
policy analyst.
The views expressed
are personal.)

experts leading the fight
against pandemic. It may not
be an exaggeration if one
assumes Indias second wave
COVID battle is being fought
in courts, national and local
administrative offices. Each
one in their desperation or
compulsion to make the right
announcement is giving a
siloed decision, often over-
reaching each other’s territo-
ry, therefore creating an
unwarranted bottleneck at a
critical time. Examples have
been quoted of differences
between Delhi and Mumbai
and will continue to be a case
study for any future pandem-
ic management, but what it
showed was any governance
has to start right at the colony
cluster level. The biggest
bunch of caregivers/adminis-
trators/counsellors are right in
the neighborhood and there-
fore healthcare and civic infra-
structure has to be upgraded

at the mohalla level. Tossing a
few social media posts with
glossy pictures of infrastruc-
ture fail to impress when a per-
son urgently needs to breathe.
Running to courts to intervene
is allowing the judiciary to
walk into executive’s core
responsibilities while present-
ing a united face to any calami-
ty/war or crisis is one of the
basic rules of public adminis-
tration. One does not start to

gain brownie points before the
unconnected and potentially
dangerous parties during a cri-
sis situation. It is shocking to
see central,state, local admin-
istrations if not judiciary, cre-
ating opposing guidelines for
Covid management or trying
to control surge with delays.
Second, it is important for
those at the top to understand
that the pandemic is a blunt
reminder of the gross neglect

of rationale domain experts in
policy making and governance.
India still is governed by
bureaucrats, who by training
are generalists with no special
domain knowledge for han-
dling new world challenges
and therefore solutions.
Political leaders of any hue
would always cater to their
constituencies and come up
with the most populist
schemes, which may or may
not impact lives and liveli-
hoods in the long term. An
example, free food distribution,
while at a humanitarian level
it is a noble move yet ensuring
a continuous supply of govern-
ment subsidized ration is the
only long-term solution. If the
‘one nation one ration card’
had been operationalised in
major parts of India, along
with various schemes for
migrants and those out of the
social net, tons of public sec-
tor human resources such as

police could have been better
utilized for enforcing other
Covid appropriate protocols.If
a few scientists, epidemiolo-
gists, doctors had been perma-
nently co opted in a steering
committee for Covid man-
agement in national and State
governments (if not local) the
permanent tag of India facing
worst Covid wave in the world
could have been avoided.
Finally, the truth no mat-
ter however harsh or shaming
if told honestly and with com-
passion, always benefits the
orator. The government has
been avoiding queries on vac-
cination supply and distribu-
tion. All domain experts have
been suggesting vaccination
being the only long-term solu-
tion for protecting a large
chunk of population and
avoiding mass graves. The
government had nearly eight
months to be prepared for the
current onslaught and has

largest vaccine manufactur-
ing sites in the world, along
with a home grown vaccine. It
therefore cuts a very sorry
figure when despite all the
wealth and a team to push
India to the next lever of
growth, only about 10 per
cent of the population has
been vaccinated while a size-
able chunk of India, even
inmost impacted districts of
Delhi and Mumbai,are battling
it for ajab in the arm. The cur-
rent vaccine distribution pol-
icy of the government is
opaque and needs clarity along
with an almost daily update on
the pipeline for next few
months. Estimates suggest
nearly one per cent of the India
population would be willing to
pay for vaccines. Government
must prioritise COVID3 man-
agement by securing nearly 1.5
billion vaccines for India in the
next few months.
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Sensex ends marginally higher;
Nifty stays helow 14,700

PNS B MUMBAI

Equity benchmark Sensex
ended marginally higher
after a choppy session on
Friday as concerns over the
economic impact of the sec-
ond wave of COVID-19 and
pace of vaccination weighed
on investor sentiment.

While the 30-share BSE
index ended 41.75 points or
0.09 per cent higher at
48,732.55, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 18.70 points or
0.13 per cent to 14,677.80.

Asian Paints was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack,
rallying over 8 per cent, fol-
lowed by ITC, Nestle India,
L&T, HUL and Reliance
Industries.

On the other hand,
IndusIind Bank, M&M, Dr
Reddy's, SBI and NTPC
were among the laggards.

"Indian equity markets
remained largely range
bound over the last week.
The COVID situation in
India is no doubt grim and

hence the health issue is
something that could keep
markets volatile in the near
term," said Shibani Kurian,
Senior EVP & Head- Equity
Research, Kotak Mahindra
AMC.

Going forward, market
will likely track the pace of
vaccinations, trajectory of
active cases curve and man-
agement commentary of
companies. Rollback of
localised lockdowns and
trend of inflation in many
global commodities like
crude oil and steel will be
other key factors to watch
out for, she noted.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai, Hong Kong,
Tokyo and Seoul ended on a
positive note. Stock
exchanges in Europe were
also trading with gains in
mid-session deals.

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
was trading 0.92 per cent
higher at USD 67.67 per
barrel.

Money 08

Petrol, diesel prices rise
again, reach record highs

PNS B NEW DELHI

Petrol and diesel prices on
Friday touched record high
levels across the country after
rates were increased for the
fourth time this week.

Petrol price was hiked by 29
paise per litre and diesel by 34
paise a litre, according to a
price notification by state-
owned fuel retailers.

The increase propelled rates
in Delhi to climb to an all-time
high of Rs 92.34 a litre for
petrol and Rs 82.95 per litre for
diesel.

Rates had already crossed
the Rs 100-mark in several
cities in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra and
with the latest increase, prices
in Mumbai too were inching
towards that level.

A litre of petrol in Mumbai
now comes for Rs 98.65 and
diesel is priced at Rs 90.11 per
litre.

Fuel prices differ from state
to state depending on the inci-
dence of local taxes such as
VAT and freight charges.
Rajasthan levies the highest

value-added tax (VAT) on
petrol in the country, followed
by Madhya Pradesh.

This was the fourth increase
in prices this week and eighth
hike since May 4, when the
state-owned oil firms ended an
18-hiatus in rate revision they
observed during assembly elec-
tions in states like West Bengal.

Sri Ganganagar district of
Rajasthan had the costliest
petrol and diesel in the coun-
try at Rs 103.27 per litre and Rs
95.70 a litre respectively.

In eight increases, petrol
price has risen by Rs 1.95 per
litre and diesel by Rs 2.22.

Since March last year when
the government raised excise
duty on fuel to an all-time

high, petrol price has increased
by a record Rs 22.75 per litre
(after accounting for a hand-
ful of occasions when rates fell)
and diesel by Rs 20.66.

Oil companies, who have in
recent months resorted to
unexplained freeze in rate revi-
sion, had hit a pause button
after cutting prices marginal-
ly on April 15. This coincided
with electioneering hitting a
peak to elect new govern-
ments in five states including
West Bengal.

No sooner had voting
ended, oil companies indicat-
ed an impending increase in
retail prices in view of firming
trends in international oil mar-
kets.

Jio announces free
offer

talk ttme

PNS B NEW DELHI

Reliance Jio on Friday said it
is working with Reliance
Foundation to provide 300 free
minutes of outgoing calls per
month, which amounts to 10
minutes per day, for the entire
period of the pandemic.

The scheme will be available
to JioPhone users who have
not been able to recharge due
to the ongoing pandemic, the
company said in a statement.

Reliance Jio is the first com-
pany to announce free talk
time for users in the second
wave of pandemic wherein
many states have imposed
lockdowns or lockdown-like
restrictions as a desperate
measure to restrict the spread
of the virus.

"Jio working with Reliance
Foundation will provide 300
free minutes of outgoing calls
per month (10 minutes per
day) for the entire period of
the pandemic, to JioPhone
users who have not been able

(1%
to recharge due to the ongo-
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ing pandemic,” Jio said in a
statement.

In addition to free talk time,
Jio has announced that for
every JioPhone plan recharged
by a JioPhone user, they will
get an additional recharge
plan of the same value for free.

"In these unprecedented
times of the COVID pan-
demic, we at Jio want to ensure
that staying connected
remains accessible and afford-
able for all customers, especial-
ly the less-privileged sections
of our society," the statement
said.

However, these offers are
not applicable on annual or
JioPhone device bundled
plans.

Number of independent directors on
decline; PSUs responsible: Report

PNS B NEW DELHI

The total number of indepen-
dent directors (IDs) has
decreased in 2020 as compared
to 2019 and 2018, and the
reduction is mainly on account
non-appointment of directors
on boards of state-owned enti-
ties, according to a report.

The total number of IDs
reduced to 2,249 in 2020 as
against 2,396 in 2019 and
2,494 in the previous year,
said the report by Institutional
Investor Advisory Services
India Limited (TIiAS) based on
the study of the board compo-
sition of NIFTY 500 compa-
nies as on December 31, 2020.

"This reduction can mainly
be attributed to the reduction
in the number of IDs in PSU
companies. The other reason
for the decrease in IDs has
been churn in the companies
forming part of NIFTY 500
over this period," it said.

The outgoing companies in
the NIFTY 500 in 2020 when

compared to 2019 had 208 IDs
on their boards while the
incoming companies had 188
ID, whereas when compared to
2018, the outgoing companies
in 2020 had 395 IDs on their
boards while the incoming
companies had 331 IDs, it
said.

The PSUs forming part of
NIFTY 500 had 133 fewer
IDs in 2020 compared to the
earlier year, the report said,
adding, there were 72 PSU
companies as a part of the
NIFTY 500 in both 2019 and
2020. PSUs in the NIFTY 500
companies needed to appoint
around 141 independent direc-
tors to their board to be in
compliance with the listing

guidelines of Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
as on December, 2020.

On December 31, 2020, 14
per cent (70 companies) were
non-compliant with board
composition norms. Out of
these 70 companies, 55 com-
panies were PSUs. Board inde-
pendence has long been a
problem for PSUs.

"The one area that drags
overall board statistics is state-
owned enterprises (PSUs). The
board structure related issues
are much more prominent in
state-owned enterprises than
in public sector banks (PSBs).
Excessive carve-outs for PSUs
embedded directly into regu-
lation justify the exceptions,
but violations of regulations
continue on account of poor
enforcement," it said.

RBI's recent regulations on
governance of scheduled com-
mercial banks also have a
carve-out for PSBs, given them
an unnecessary differential
status, it said.

Go Airlines
files draft
papers for
Rs 3,600 cr

PNS B NEW DELHI

Go Airlines, which has
rebranded itself as 'Go
First', has filed prelimi-
nary papers for an initial
share sale worth Rs
3,600 crore and the pro-
ceeds will be mainly
used to repay dues amid
the aviation industry
facing strong headwinds
due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

After taking to the skies
15 years ago, the Wadia
group-promoted budget
carrier -- which has ambi-
tious expansion plans -- is
looking to mop up the
amount through issuance
of fresh equity shares. It
also has plans to raise up
to Rs 1,500 crore by way
of a pre-IPO placement.

Dr Reddy’s Q4 profit dips 29 pc
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PNS B NEW DELHI

Dr Reddy's Laboratories on
Friday reported 29 per cent
decline in consolidated net
profit at Rs 557 crore for the
fourth quarter ended March
31, 2021.

The Hyderabad-based drug
major had posted a net profit
of Rs 781 crore in January-
March period of 2019-20.

Net sales however rose to Rs
4,608 crore in the quarter
under review as compared
with Rs 4,336.1 crore in the
fourth quarter of 2019-20, Dr
Reddy's Laboratories said in a
regulatory filing.

For 2020-21 fiscal year, the
company posted a consolidat-
ed net profit of Rs 1,952 crore
as against Rs 2,026 crore in
2019-20.

Net sales increased to Rs
18,420 crore during the last fis-
cal year as compared with Rs
16,357 crore in 2019-20.

"In FY 21, we continued to
grow across all our businesses,
enhance productivity and
strengthen our development
pipeline," Dr Reddy's
Laboratories Co-Chairman

A 5

and MD G V Prasad said.

The company is prioritising
its efforts to launch Sputnik V
vaccine across India while
working on the development
and commercialisation of sev-
eral drugs for the treatment of
mild to severe COVID 19
infections, he added.

The drug maker said it has
commenced a detailed inves-
tigation into an anonymous
complaint which alleges that
healthcare professionals in
Ukraine and potentially in
other countries were provided
with improper payments by or
on behalf of the company in
violation of US anti-corruption
laws. A legal firm is conduct-
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ing the investigation at the
instruction of a committee of
the company's board, it added.

Dr Reddy's noted that it has
disclosed the matter to the US
Department of Justice,
Securities and Exchange
Commission and Securities
Exchange Board of India.

"While the matter may result
in government enforcement
actions against the company in
the United States and/or for-
eign jurisdictions, which could
lead to civil and criminal sanc-
tions under relevant laws, the
probability of such action and
the outcome are not reasonably
ascertainable at this time," it
added.

Govt appoints
Vandita Kaul
as nominee on
board of BOI

PNS B NEW DELHI

State-owned Bank of
India (BOI) on Friday
said the government has
appointed Vandita Kaul,
additional secretary in
the Finance Ministry, to
its board as nominee
director. The bank said
it has received the com-
munication from the
Finance Ministry about
Kaul's nomination on
May 13, 2021. The gov-
ernment has nominated
Vandita Kaul, Additional
Secret-ary, Department
of Financial Services as
government nominee
director on the board of
directors of Bank of India
with immediate effect,
the lender said in a reg-
ulatory filing.

Covaxin dispatched
to various states: BB

PNS B NEW DELHI

Bharat Biotech on Friday said
it has dispatched COVID vac-
cine Covaxin to various states
like Gujarat, Assam, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Odisha.

The Hyderabad-based vac-
cine major, which has come
under fire from the Delhi
government over supply-relat-
ed issues, said it has also dis-
patched Covaxin lots to Kerala
and Uttarakhand.

"Covaxin goes to
Gandhinagar, Guwabhati,
Chennai, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru & Bhuvneshwar.
thank all our employees @
BHarat bio who worked thru
the holy month of Ramzan..."
Bharat Biotech Co-Founder
and Joint Managing Director
Suchitra Ella said in a tweet.

Earlier in a late night tweet
on Thursday, she tweeted
informing supply of the much
in demand vaccine to Kerala

and Uttarakhand.

"Covaxin sent to Kerala &
Uttarakhand. Thanq for the
concern, many offered to help.
Our work is highly stringent,
realtime & technical,no work
from home! All Our employ-
ees will be taken care of, won't
deter us from our mission!
Let's be thankfulhelpful &
hopeful always," she tweeted.

Ella however did not pro-
vide details on the quantum of
supplies.

On May 12, Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
said that Bharat Biotech has
informed the state govern-
ment that it cannot provide
'additional’ Covaxin doses to
the national capital.

Responding to the criti-
cism, Ella in a tweet said that
It was quite disheartening to
listen to some states com-
plaining about the company's
intentions regarding supply
of Covaxin.

Koo to raise funds; hopes
to close deal in 4 months

PNS B NEW DELHI

Twitter rival Koo is in discus-
sions with investors to raise
funding and hopes to close a
deal in the next 3-4 months,
Koo co-founder Aprameya
Radhakrishna said.

Koo, which has over the
past few months seen a mas-
sive surge in user base in the
country, is looking at raising
"more than what was raised in
the last round".

In February, Koo said it had
raised USD 4.1 million in
series A funding from Accel,
Kalaari Capital, Blume
Ventures and Dream
Incubator, and 3one4 Capital.
In all, it has raised about
USD 10 million in total fund-

ing through multiple tranch-
es.

"We raised some money in
January and we are in talks
with folks who are quite inter-
ested to invest money. Talks
are on, we will see what works
out," Radhakrishna told PTI.

He added that the compa-
ny is pretty hopeful of closing
a transaction in next 3-4
months.

While Radhakrishna
remained tight-lipped about
the amount of funding Koo is
looking at raising, he said the
platform would want to raise
more than what it had raised
in the previous round.

"The kind of appetite for
social media is being seen in
the VCs," he said.

Akshaya Tritiya be

eins on sombre note

PNS B MUMBAI

Akshaya Tritiya, a highly aus-
picious day to purchase gold,
has started on a sombre note
and jewellers are expecting
only 10-15 per cent sales as the
onset of the COVID-19 second
wave, local restrictions and
partial lockdowns have affect-
ed consumer sentiment.

"As most of the states are
under lockdown to curb the
infections there is almost no
business activity. The day of
Akshaya Tritiya has begun on
a slow note and whatever
booking or enquiries are hap-
pening it is only through tele
or digital medium," All-India
Gems & Jewellery Domestic
Council (GJC) chairman
Ashish Pethe told PTI. He
said, jewellers are expecting

only 10-15 per cent sales this
Akshaya Tritiya in places
where the lockdown is not
imposed or there are partial
shutdowns.
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The second wave of the
pandemic is turning out to be
much worse than last year
with huge loss of life across the
country causing an overall

negative consumer sentiment,
Pethe said. India's COVID-19
tally of cases climbed to
2,40,46,809, while the death toll
rose to 2,62,317 with 4,000
fresh fatalities, according to the
Union Health Ministry data
updated on Friday.

During the ongoing second
wave of the COVID-19 infec-
tions, many states have
imposed lockdowns or lock-
down-like restrictions as a des-
perate measure to restrict the
spread of the virus.

PNG Jewellers Chairman
and Managing Director
Saurabh Gadgil said the day
has begun with enquiries and
bookings, however, as delivery
is not possible due to lock-
downs the sales during this
Akshaya Tritiya is likely to be
tamed and muted.

MONEY MATTERS

Tata hoard to meet next week
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to consider fund-raise proposal

ata Motors on Friday said

its board will meet next
week to consider a proposal
to raise funds through
various means. The board
meeting is scheduled to be
| held on Tuesday, May 18,
2021 to consider and
approve the audited financial

results for the quarter and financial year ended March 31, 2021. "The
board in the said meeting would also consider a proposal for raising
funds by way of issue of one or more instruments including
convertible securities of any description or debt securities, through
preferential issue, private placements, rights issue or any other
methods or combination thereof in the domestic and/or international
markets," Tata Motors said in a regulatory filing. However, Tata
Motors did not give an indication on the quantum of the amount that

the company intends to raise.
=

1K power sector employees
succumbed to Covid: AIPEF
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AII India Power

Engineers

Federation (AIPEF)

on Friday said as

" many as 1,000

power sector

= employees have
succumbed to

COVID-19 and

" more than 15,000

have been infected

from the virus. In Maharashtra, a total of more than 7,100

power employees are COVID positive and about 210 have died.
While, in Uttar Pradesh, more than 4,000 power sector
employees are suffering from coronavirus and there have been
140 casualties. "Amid a record surge in COVID-19 cases in the
country, around 1,000 employees working in the power sector
have died and more than 15,000 employees have tested
positive for the virus," AIPEF Spokesperson V K Gupta said.

ADB commits record USD 3.92
hillion loan to India

X ded wih | v he Asian Development Bank
f . H;" - ,"Fr‘-L?],E. ‘ Ton Friday said it has commit-
i I_, : i i ted a record USD 3.92 billion in
=) 1 | 4 sovereign loans for 13 projects
h ’},-1 |J;‘ J!‘ i to India in 2020, including USD
2k L 1.8 billion in COVID-19 related
projects to support the govern-
| l ﬁ l 11'4- ment’s pandemic response. As
I_ Lﬁ part of the pandemic support to
: India, the Manila-headquartered
multilateral agency said it has provided emergency assistance to
contain the disease and establish social protection measures for
relief to the poor and other vulnerable groups. ADB also approved
financing to help the government improve equitable access to com-
prehensive primary health care in urban areas. This is ADB’s high-
est-ever annual lending commitment to India since the start of its
lending operations in 1986, it said, adding it has also committed
USD 356.1 million through its non-sovereign operations to India,
including three COVID-19 support projects.

L&T hags construction order
from Chennai Metro Rail Corp

Infrastructure company Larsen &

Toubro (L&T) on Friday said its
construction arm has bagged an up
to Rs 5,000 crore contract from
il Chennai Metro Rail Corporation.
"The business has secured an order
; - from Chennai Metro Ralil
Corporation Ltd (CMRL) to construct nearly 12 km twin bored tun-
nels from Kellys station to Taramani Road Junction station," the
company said in a regulatory filing. L&T said the business has also
secured another order from Chennai Metro Rail Corporation to con-
struct approx 8 Km of elevated Viaduct with 9 elevated metro sta-
tions starting from Power House to Porur Junction including other
associated works. The engineering and construction company did
not provide the exact value of the contract, but as per its project
classification, "large" orders are those valued between Rs 2,500 crore
and Rs 5,000 crore. L&T said these projects are the first packages
of phase - |l which have been awarded by Chennai Metro Rail.
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SALMAN KHAN’S RADHE
release: ZE5 servers crash

i
brewing?

Covid relief: Ajith
donates Rs 25 lakh
CM fund

Chief minister relief fund today

multiple mediums simultane-
ously.

It has released in theatres
overseas and in India, it is

amil superstar ‘Thala’

available on ZEES5’s pay per Ajith Kumar had via bank transfer”

view platform ZeePlex. It is donated Rs 25 lakh to Ace director AR Murugadoss
also available to watch on Tamil Nadu Chief also came forward to do his bit.
DTH services, including Dish Minister’s Relief Fund He met MK Stalin recently and
TV, D2H, Tata Sky and Airtel for the fight against presented a cheque of Rs 25 lakh

for the Tamil Nadu CM Relief
Fund.

Recently, Suriya and Karthi
contributed a sum of Rs 1 crore
to the Tamil Nadu government
to battle the Covid-19 second
wave in the state.

On the work front, Ajith
Kumar is busy shooting for
Valimai, which is being directed
by H Vinoth. He was last seen in
Nerkonda Paarvai, a Tamil
remake of critically acclaimed
Pink.

Covid-19. After the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu MK
Stalin recently urged people to
donate generously to the gov-
ernment’s Covid-19 relief fund,
many of the Kollywood bigwigs
have come forward to con-

. tribute.

Suresh Chandra, Ajith
Kumar’s manager, on Friday
took to his Twitter handle to
reveal the news. He wrote,
“Shri Ajith kumar had donat-
ed twenty five lakhs to the

Digital TV.

Salman Khan earlier spoke
about losing money at the
box office with Radhe. “We
will lose money at the box
office with Radhe. The rea-
son why we are releasing this
film is for the fans. I don't
want them to come to a the-
atre to watch me. I don’t want
ki kal ko koi bole ki Salman
Khan ke fans ko coronavirus
hogaya ya unhone faila diya. 1
am glad Zee also was ready

e

adhe has released
in theaters and on

entertainer Radhe: Your Most
Wanted Bhai on the digital

They also thanked the fans of
Khan for their immense love.

to take losses along with us;”
he said.
Besides Khan, Radhe stars

ZEES5’s pay per platform. On Thursday, the “Thank you for the unprece-  Disha Patani, Randeep
view platform servers of the streaming plat-  dented love, will be back Hooda, and Jackie Shroff in
ZeePlex. form ZEES5 crashed as many soon,” read the tweet. The pivotal roles.

The craze of a
Salman Khan film is not lim-
ited to the ticket counters of
cinema halls. The fans of the
‘bhai’ are equally excited for
the release of his latest action

rushed to stream the Prabhu
Deva directorial.

ZEE5 Premium took to
social media to share that
they are working on their
system and will fix the issue.

servers crashed at around
noon as over 1.25 million
people tried to login to ZEES5.
They were later fixed.

Radhe is the first mega
Bollywood film to release on

The film is receiving a
mixed response from the
audience. While for some it is
like a breather in these grim
times, some have called the
movie a waste of time.

Friends reunion special gets release date

he first teaser for
the Friends reunion
special, starring
Jennifer Aniston,
Courteney Cox,
Lisa Kudrow, Matt
LeBlanc, Matthew Perry, and
David Schwimmer, is out.
The teaser, which features
an acoustic version of the
theme tune and the cast

walking into the distance,
reveals the release date of the
Friends reunion special titled
Friends: The Reunion. It will
premiere on streaming ser-
vice HBO Max on May 27.
HBO Max is currently not
available in India.

As if the short video was
not enough to get fans excit-
ed, along with the teaser

trailer, HBO announced that
the cast will be joined by a
variety of special guests.

The list includes names
like David Beckham, Justin
Bieber, BTS, James Corden,
Cindy Crawford, Cara
Delevingne, Lady Gaga,
Elliott Gould, Kit Harington,
Larry Hankin, Mindy Kaling,
Thomas Lennon, Christina

special, Jennifer Aniston, Lisa
Kudrow, Matt LeBlanc,
Matthew Perry, Courteney
Cox and David Schwimmer
will return to Friends’ origi-
nal soundstage Stage 24, on
the Warner Bros. Studio lot
in Burbank, California, to
talk about playing Rachel,
Phoebe, Joey, Chandler,
Monica and Ross, respective-

Camila Cabello’s beautiful
transformation into Cinderella

he first look of singer-
songwriter Camila
Cabello in the upcom-
ing movie Cinderella is
out.

Cabello, known
globally for her megahit songs
like Havana debuts as an actor in
the Kay Cannon directorial fairy-

of the notable ones include Into
the Woods, a mish-mash of
fairy-tales in which Anna
Kendrick played the role and

2015’s Cinderella, with Lily James

in the role.

Corden was also a part of Into
the Woods’ cast.

Although we do not know

Pickles, Tom Selleck, James ly. tale adaptation. anything of the plot, Shannon
Michael Tyler, Maggie Courteney Cox recently Cinderella is a musical roman-  told Entertainment Weekly in an
Wheeler, Reese Witherspoon  talked about the Friends tic comedy. interview, “T just felt like it was a

and Malala Yousafzai.
Naturally, the news set social
media ablaze.

At once, hyped, emotional,
and super excited fans flood-
ed virtual timelines with
memories from their
favourite sitcom.

From sharing memes to
videos and from posting
quotes to iconic moments
from the show, Twitterverse
has got everything fans
absolutely love about the
show.

In the unscripted reunion

reunion special in a conver-
sation with talk show host
Ellen DeGeneres. During the
interaction, Cox said it was
“unbelievable” to meet and
film with her co-stars again.
She also remarked that the
reunion “was so emotional”
and there are “a lot of special
surprises.”

Friends, one of the most
popular sitcoms of all time,
ran for 10 seasons from 1994
to 2004. It chronicled the
daily lives of six friends in a
comedic way.

The official social media
accounts of the movie shared two
pictures from the film.

One features Cabella alone in
the role, while the second photo
also has Nicholas Galitzine, who
plays the role of Prince Robert.

The film also stars Billy Porter,
Idina Menzel, Pierce Brosnan,
Nicholas Galitzine, and Minnie
Driver. John Mulaney, James
Corden, Romesh Ranganathan
are also part of the film’s cast.

The story of Cinderella and the
character has been adapted sev-
eral times by Hollywood. Some

great opportunity to show this
loved, iconic character that is
Cinderella in a way that’s more
relatable to what girls and young
women, in particular, are going
through, where they can really
see themselves.”

She added, “She’s going to sur-
prise everyone, because nobody’s
ever seen her act before. She’s so
fantastic. She’s so good, and she’s
so natural, and just funny and
beautiful and really, really talent-
ed”

Well, it does sounds like the
shoe fits!
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DUGGAL.

he passion she
has shown to us
when speaking
about her admi-
ration for
Hyderabad makes
us believe that she’s con-
scious about what place
Clinical director and

Vi)

WITH A

Can you love a city? Not
just love living in a city,
but love a city like you
love another person?
Clinical director and
speech-language
pathologist Dr. Garima
Vegivada, who was born
and brought up 1n the
country’s capital

Delhi, projects these very
emotions, as she talks to

The Pioneer's SHIKHA

who’s a permanent resident
of the city. For the sake of
coherence, I have the ability
to postulate a lovely rela-
tionship with this city. I
really love the weather here!
Can’t ever get tired of this
place, evenings are so pleas-
ant here. It feels like home!

speech-language pathologist
Dr. Garima Vegivad, calls
home. Doctors are at the
forefront of fighting epi-
demics and pandemics pro-
viding high-quality treat-
ment and care! The Covid-

Though a major part of the
city is a concrete arena, the
part in which I reside is full
of greenery;” shares the
doctor who is a resident of
Alwal.

The city has places to eat

19 pandemic has come as a
stark reminder of the vital
role doctors play in our
lives. A relationship that
Dr. Garima is building
every day with the city feels
definitely awakening. “It
was the cadence of when I
decided to do my Masters
here in Hyderabad and then
I got married to a person

==}
=

i

==

at any time of the day. To
be honest, she was appre-
hensive when it comes to
finding a good food joint
initially because she’s grown
up in an environment
where the south and north
share a drastic choice of
cuisine! She thought she
won't be able to get accus-
tomed to South Indian cui-

7 the pioneer

ayawa

sine but as time passed by,
she developed a unique
taste for it. The city can
turn you into a new human,
she feels. Apart from that,
she’s in deep awe of the
Telugu dialect, it’s an inter-
esting language she says,
adding, “Basically, you can
never be bored here, there
is so much to do”

For many migrants, the
warmth of the welcome
they receive in another state
can make or break their
upcoming tenure and Dr.
Garima had a hearty wel-
come! “I was met with
utmost hostility. Felt so
appreciating of the people,
wasn’t met with any horrors
of a different city. The last
thing you want to do is
encounter rude people.
Also, in comparison with
Delhi, professionalism is
given high regards in this
city. I remember when we

excites her, she has
explored and learnt the
hotspots, which sides to
avoid, the best places to eat
and socialise! While learn-
ing every nook and cranny
of its existence and being,
she learns it more slowly
and methodically. Her own

da
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thought of setting up our
own clinic, my mother gave
us an option to shift back to
Delhi although my husband
was apprehensive of it
because he knew the popu-
lace back there is so com-
mercialised! However, 1
didn’t understand his
notion at that time and now
I see it. The way
Hyderabadis communicate
and sign deals shows their
tehzeeb altogether. You can
also look forward to lots of
pleasant interactions,” adds
Dr. Garima who is also a
therapist.

Everything about the city

eyes got to reveal and revel
in all of the secrets, good
and bad, of her newest ado-
ration. In a city in which
she doesn’t speak the native
language, another added
difficulty only added to the
romance of the relationship
as she learnt words by asso-
ciation and context.
Without a doctor, we can’t
win the current battle
against the outbreak, hence
we, through this special
weekly column, thank every
health worker out there
who has kept his/her safety
in a backseat to save thou-
sands of lives.

INTRIGUING SHOWS

WE ALL AWAIT FOR

here are good series,
then there are series
that make it to the
binge-watch list, and
then there are only a
few that intrigue the
audience, making them hungry
for more. Recently released
Hello Mini 3, produced by
Applause Entertainment in
association with Goldie Behl’s
Rose Audio Visual was certain-
ly one amongst them. Based on
the Stranger trilogy series by
Novoneel Chakraborty, the first
two seasons of the show fasci-
nated audiences so much that
on popular demand, makers
were forced to release the third
season within a month of the

Made in Heaven 2

Made in Heaven actress Shobhita
Dhulipala recently left audiences
wanting more with her glimpse into
the behind-the-scenes action from the
sets of Made in Heaven 2. The brain-
child of Zoya Akhtar and Reema
Katgi, the nine-episode series chroni-
cles the lives of Tara (Sobhita
Dhulipala) and Karan (Arjun Mathur)
who run a wedding planning agency
called Made In Heaven. While the
show itself is based on the recession-
proof wedding industry, it is brilliant
in the sense that it manages to capture
almost every aspect of Indian society —
from the snobbish ‘Dilli ki billi’ to the
girl from the ‘gutter’ who is trying to

make it big in the world. The relatabil-
ity of the show added it to the
favourites list of audiences. Since the
release of the first season, audiences
have time and again asked Amazon
Prime Video for the release date of the
sequel. We hope there is an announce-
ment soon....

release of the second season.
So, as we sit and enjoy the 3rd
season of Hello Mini 3, here is a
list of shows which left audi-
ences drooling for more.

The Family Man 2

After a lot of speculations on the
release date for The Family Man 2,
Amazon Prime Video along with the
makers Raj and DK have confirmed
the summer 2021 release of the second
season of The Family Man, giving all
Family Man fans another reason to
await the summers apart from the
mangoes. With a multi-layered narra-
tive, the sequel of the action spy
thriller marks the return of India’s
favourite Family Man, Srikant Tiwari,
played by Manoj Bajpayee. This time
Srikant, while struggling to balance

Undekhi 2

Undekhi’s first season imme-
diately clicked with the audi-
ence post its release on Sony
LIV. The show runs around the
life of two film Institute gradu-
ates turned to wedding videog-
raphers who travel to Manali
to cover a wedding.

One of them inadvertently

R

his personal and professional life, will
be pitted against a new nemesis, Raji
played by Samantha Akkineni. Replete
with twists and turns, the upcoming
season will see Srikant embarking on a
new mission as ‘This Time, No One is
Safe’

captures a cold-blooded mur-
der by the groom’s father. He is
horrified to see the killing
being cleanly swept under the
carpets and trying to do the
right thing, he puts all of them
in danger.

At the same time, a police
inspector from West Bengal
lands up in Manali investigat-
ing another murder which
adds to the twists in Applause
Entertainment’s production,
making things more compli-
cated for the two families and

Broken But Beautiful 3

This one is the most awaited by all
Siddharth Shukla fans as the heart-
throb debuts into the web space with
the third season of Broken But
Beautiful. The AltBalaji series was a
huge hit in the first two seasons.
Audiences were already excited for the
next installment and the recent video
of Siddharth and Sonia Rathee created
more agitation as it took social media

A
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by storm. We surely can’t wait to see
the sizzling chemistry between the
two in the upcoming season.

the resort owner.

The suspense in the thriller
keeps the audience on the edge
of the seats and now, here we
are all waiting for the sequel to
release soon.

Mind The Malhotras 2

If you have grown up on a diet of
comic family dramas like Dekh Bhai
Dekh, Family No. 1, Khichdi, Baa Bahu
Aur Baby, Sarabhai Vs Sarabhai, Mind
the Malhotras is the show that brings
that flavour on OTT. The Amazon
Prime Video show, produced by
Applause Entertainment is based on

the life of the Malhotra couple who are
like any other urban middle-class fam-
ily with a world of mundane problems.
The show brings to light these issues

with rib-tickling comedy and this
sugar of laughter is certainly what is
needed by us during these tough
times. So, mask up and stay safe as we
wait for Mind the Malhotras 2!

Elegance encasing

CIMOoC10NS

ith the ongoing pan-
demic, people can’t wait
to meet, greet, gather
and celebrate. Making
the most of the various
emotions one feels,
many have channeled them to art.
Encapsulating the most swoon-
worthy outfits that emit elegance
and grace is ‘Mehfil’ from Kaaisha
— thoughtfully crafted while envi-
sioning the perfect gala, it offers
some of the most individualistic
and unique designer wear.
Every industry has been gravely
affected by the Covid-19 outbreak
forcing the sectors from factories
to retailers to close their shutters
for an indefinite period of time
but this exuberant collection is
crafted with a sense of realisation
of the prevalent unprecedented
times the world is experiencing.
Founder of Kaaisha, Shalini
Gupta elucidates, “I was drawn to
artistic passions, and decided to

pay tribute to the unique beauty

and grace of every woman by
dressing each one to reflect this

uniqueness. It’s about celebrating

homely, cultural functions sur-
rounded by family, friends, and

well-wishers. It is about appreciat-
ing those magic moments that we

can share with our loved ones”

With social distancing becom-
ing the new norm, intimate cele-
bration with our nearest and dear-
est ones is what we look forward
to, this coming year. Kaaisha’s
‘Mehfil is a collection for all these
moments! The coronavirus crisis
may have crippled the functioning
of the industry, but not its spirit.
Originating from intimate gather-
ings for poetry recitations, the
word ‘Mehfil’ holds a warm mean-
ing today. It is about closeness,
warmth, like-mindedness. From
intimate home festivities, private
parties and functions, and inti-
mate reception galas, there is
something for everyone.

The label has introduced itself
to a new form of fashion while
acclimatising to the current sce-
nario. It’s your time to opt for easy,
breezy, and comfortable to wear,
while keeping a style quotient in
mind.

SRR
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Raman’s

PTI B NEW DELHI

unceremonious ouster from

the Indian women’s team
head coach’s position has opened
a can of worms with both the
Madan Lal-headed Cricket
Advisory Committee and Neetu
David-led selection panel coming
under the scanner of BCCI big-
wigs.

Raman, who successfully
coached the women’s team to T20
World Cup final in Australia and
is widely acknowledged as one of
the best Indian coaches, was
removed by Lal and Naik’s CAC,
which reinstated Ramesh Powar,
who was removed from the same
post in 2018.

Former opener WV Raman’s

IS LALS COMMITTEE ILLE-
GAL?

“Maddi paaji (Madan Lal) cel-
ebrated his 70th birthday on
March 20. The BCCI, in its appeal
to Supreme Court against some of
the reforms, doesn’t ask for roll-
back of age-cap of 70 years. So how
come Madan Lal was allowed to sit
in CAC meeting?” a senior mem-
ber asked.

While the BCCI has no inten-
tion of using its veto to over-rule
Lal and Naik, the board’s top offi-
cials are unable to wrap their
heads around as to what led to rec-
ommendation of Raman’s removal.

o
\

DID RAMAN & NEETU HAVE
A FALL-OUT?

It has been confirmed from
multiple sources that Raman had
red-flagged the kind of squad that
David, Arati Vaidya, Renu
Margrate, Mithu Mukherjee and V
Kalpana picked for the South
Africa series, for which teen bat-
ting sensation Shafali Verma was
not picked for the ODIs and senior
pacer Shikha Pandey was inexplic-

sack

ing bring CAC under scanner

ably dropped.

“Do you know what kind of
logic was given for dropping
Shikha and Shafali? It is beyond
comprehension,” a peeved senior
official said.

The selectors said that Pandey
was unfit because she hasnt
worked hard on training during
lockdown and was “overweight”

“But when they were asked to
prove their point, they couldn’t
simply do it,” the official alleged.

In the case of Shafali, her
fielding was questioned and put
forth as the reason for her non-
selection in the ODI team.

“If Raman had a counter-ques-
tion that if Shafali’s fielding is a
problem for 50-over cricket, then
it is bigger problem in T20 format
where it is more important. Then
how is she being selected in T20
format,” the official asked.

The selection of leg-spinner C
Prathyusha and left arm seamer
Monica Patel has also been ques-
tioned as they didn’t look ready for
the rigours of International crick-
et.

Prathyusha gave 60 odd runs
in 8 overs in one of the games.

“How did Monica get selected
over Shikha Pandey?” is a question
that is being asked.

COUNTER POINTS AGAINST
RAMAN

While the majority believe
that the stylish southpaw of yester-
years has been hard done by, there
are a few critics who feel that there
were some loose ends from his side
too.

“Some girls complained that he
will at times switch himself off dur-
ing training sessions. Also some
girls felt under-appreciated.
Someone like Rajeshwari
Gayakwad was not even once
praised despite she being the best
bowler during the series,” a mem-

There’s ‘prima donna culture” in women's
team: Raman writes to Ganguly, Dravid

New Delhi: Ousted Indian
womens coach WV Raman has
written to BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly, alleging that there is a
“prima donna culture” in the
national team and it needs to
change.

In the mail that has also been
marked to National Cricket
Academy head Rahul Dravid,
Raman has also offered to present
a roadmap for women’s cricket in
the country, if asked.

“As far as I know, Raman has
said that he has always ‘believed in
team being placed above every-
body else, and insisted that no indi-
vidual can really be a prima donna,”
a source privy to Raman’s mail said.

The stylish former left-hander’s
crisp letter to the two former cap-
tains is sure to ruffle a few feath-
ers given that it has always been the
coaches who have either stepped
aside or sacked following fallouts
with players, most notably ODI
captain Mithali Raj.

While Raman’s letter didn't

ber from the anti-Raman camp
said.

Another allegation against
Raman is that he unwittingly gave

name anyone, it is understood that
he has spoken extensively about the
star culture that prevails in the
team, which he said is probably
doing more harm than good.

It is learnt that Raman has
written about certain individuals
who need to place the team above
self.

“Raman has asked Dada
(Ganguly) that if a past accom-
plished performer feels constrained
by this culture, then he (Ganguly)
as a former India captain, should
take a call on this matter, whether
the coach is asking for too much,”
the source added.

Raman, it is learnt, is dismayed
by allegations that he is not proac-
tive as a coach. “In case the presi-
dent and secretary want to hear his
opinion on allegations about his
work ethic, he can explain”

The letter has been copied to
Dravid because Raman sincerely
believes that he can contribute
towards building a roadmap for
Indian women’s cricket. PTI

gloveswoman Nuzhat Parween a
debut cap without knowing that
she has already played both ODIs
and T20Is for India.

Paine clarifies on India comments after being slammed Hussey recovers from

PTI W MELBOURNE

Australia captain Tim Paine
on Friday stood by his

them is the distraction they can

create,” Paine said in the Gilly

and Goss podcast on Friday.
“There was a lot of talk that

win.

which the visitors rallied to

Soon Paine was trolled on
Twitter by Indian fans.

Covid, Saha +ve again

New Delhi: Chennai Super Kings batting
coach Michael Hussey has recovered

We haven't yet decided when he is going
to fly back and which route he will take
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TURKISH F1 CANCELLED

PARIS: The Turkish Grand Prix, which was
only drafted onto the F1 calendar as a
replacement for the cancelled Canada GP two
weeks ago, was itself axed on Friday. F1 chiefs,
forced into another change due to Covid-19
protocols, announced that they will instead
return to the sport’s safe haven of Austria.

NEYMAR TO MISS FINAL

PARIS: Neymar will not play for PSG in next
week’s French Cup final against Monaco after
a booking in Wednesday’s semi-final saw the
Brazilian incur a suspension.

LAPORTE CAN PLAY FOR SPAIN
LAUSANNE: Manchester City defender
Aymeric Laporte has been approved to play
for Spain instead of France at Euro 2020

ALAPHILIPPE TO SKIP OLYMPICS
PARIS: Cycling’s road race world champion
Julian Alaphilippe said on Friday he will not
take part in the Tokyo Olympics. The French
rider said the decision was a personal choice.

IRFAN, 4 OTHERS RETURN -VE

NEW DELHI: Olympic-bound race walker KT
Irfan and four other elite track-and-field
athletes have returned negative for Covid-19
in a confirmatory second test conducted at
SAl Centre of Excellence in Bengaluru.

PHILLIPS, MITCHELL GET NZ DEAL
WELLINGTON: White ball batsman Glenn
Phillips and allrounder Daryl Mitchell have
been included for the first time on New
Zealand Cricket's list of centrally contracted
players. But Test spinner Ajaz Patel has been
dropped from the 20-strong list.

ALVES, SILVA BACK FOR BRAZIL
SAO PAULO: Veteran defenders Dani Alves
and Thiago Silva were brought back into the
Brazil squad for next month’s World Cup
qualifiers against Ecuador and Paraguay.

SHOOTERS DOING DRY FIRING
NEW DELHI: In quarantine till May 19, India’s
Olympic-bound shooters are keeping themselves
busy with dry firing in their hotel rooms at
Zagreb before they hit the range next week.

comments that his team indeed
got distracted by India’s
“sideshow” but clarified that he
didn’t ever intend to use it as an
excuse for their home Test
series defeat in January.

A day after receiving online
flak from Indian fans for his
“side show” comments on
Indian team, Paine clarified
himself while chatting with
Adam Gilchrist in a podcast.

“T was asked a number of

.
_

things, and one of those was
talking about the challenges of
playing against India. One of

they weren't going to Brisbane.
They’re always changing gloves
and bringing out physios and
all that can get on your nerves.
Just said that was one of the
things that probably distracted
me and took my eye of the ball
at times””

The 36-year-old Paine had
said that his team was distract-
ed by the Indian team’s “nig-
gling” during the epoch-mak-
ing Test series early this year

“I did say that they simply
outplayed us and that they
deserved to win but they left
that one out. The Indian fans
have been slamming me on
social media. They say that 'm
making excuses again but it’s all
good fun,” Paine said.

“I certainly wasn’t making
any excuses. I was asked about
some of the challenges of the
summer, and I said that was
one of them for me,” he added.

from Covid-19, paving the way for his
return to Australia on Sunday but
Sunrisers Hyderabad’s Wriddhiman Saha
has received conflicting results in two
coronavirus tests, prolonging his isolation.
Saha, who has been named in India’s
squad for the World Test Championship
final and the subsequent Test series
against England, is hoping to join the
squad’s bio-bubble in Mumbai on May 25.
His inclusion is subject to fitness.
“Hussey has returned with negative
RT-PCR results and has recovered well.

— Maldives or Australia,” CSK CEO Kashi

Viswanathan said on Friday.
In case of Saha, he will continue to be
in quarantine after one of his two tests

came positive.

“My quarantine period is still not
over. Out of the two tests done, 1 was neg-

JAPAN EXPAND COVID EMERGENCY
TOKYO: Japan expanded a coronavirus state of
emergency on Friday, just 10 weeks before the
Olympics, as campaigners submitted a petition
with more than 350,000 signatures calling for
the Games to be scrapped.

ative and other one came as positive.

Otherwise I am doing much better.
Requesting everyone not to spread mis-
leading stories/information without whole
context,” the wicketkeeper-batsman post-

ed on Twitter.

BILES RETURNING TO COMPETITION
INDIANAPOLIS: Reigning Olympic gymnastics
champion Simone Biles will return to
competition for the first time in more than 18

PTI months at the US Classic next week. Agencies

‘Hardik needs to bow!
for place in playing X

New Delhi: Former India selector Sarandeep Singh has
backed the current committee’s call to ignore Hardik Pandya
from the Test squad and said the all-rounder doesn fit into
the playing XI even in the shorter formats if he can’t bowl
his quota of overs.

After undergoing a back surgery in 2019, Hardik has
not bowled regularly since his comeback and not being able
to offer his all-round skills cost him a place in the Indian
Test squad for the UK tour.

Sarandeep, whose tenure ended with the historic tour
of Australia earlier this year, was also surprised that a rare
talent like Prithvi Shaw did not even make the standbys for
the England tour.

“The selectors’ decision to ignore Hardik for Tests is
understandable. He has not been able bowl regularly after
his surgery. I feel he has to bowl 10 overs in ODIs and four
in T20s to be part of the playing XI even in shorter formats.
He can't just play as a batsman,” Sarandeep, a former India

Bond played major role in shaping Bumrah's careen

PTI W MUMBAI

Nadal ends losing

)

he used to operate,” the India pacer said.

Bumrah, who has so far played 19
Tests, said that Bond assisted him a lot in
broadening his horizon which in turn
helped him blossom as a cricketer.

“When I met him over here, it was a
good experience. He helped me a lot to
open my mind to different things that I
could try on the cricket field. So that was
very good and that relationship has only
gotten better each and every year;,” added
the Gujarat pacer.

Bond, on his part, termed Bumrah as
the best death bowler in the world.

Seasoned New Zealand left-arm pacer
Trent Boult also had words of praise for
his compatriot, saying that Bond was a
“tremendous thinker of the game and a
pretty good tactician”

“He has been here for a long time, he
knows what he is doing and he puts in a
lot of work into making sure that the

India’s star pacer Jasprit Bumrah has said
that former New Zealand speedster
Shane Bond, who is currently the bowling
coach of Mumbai Indians, has played a
major role in shaping his career.

The Mumbai Indians fast bowler,
who will lead India’s attack in the upcom-
ing World Test Championship final against
New Zealand, expressed his views in a
video shared by his IPL franchise.

“I always try to talk to him even when
I am not here and with the Indian team.
So, it’s been a good journey, and hopeful-
ly, every year I keep learning something
new and try to add new things to my bowl-
ing.

“He has played a major role in that. It’s
been a great relationship so far, and hope-
fully, this continues for many many years
to come,” Bumrah said.

He said he was always fascinated by
how Bond bowled in his playing days and
tries speaking to the MI bowling coach
even when he is on India duty.

“I met him (Bond) for the first time

in 2015. As a child, I had seen him bowl
and was always very fascinated by how he
used to bowl for New Zealand, and how

bowlers are well equipped and have got

enough information to make some deci-

sions on the day. Yeah, really enjoy work-
ing with him,” said Boult, who has played
71 Tests.
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| rout I_me-ipzig-
in German Cup final

Real trim Atleti’s lead

Granada: Real Madrid kept the
pressure on Atletico Madrid by
thrashing Granada 4-1 on
Thursday to reduce the gap to
two points at the top of La Liga,
with two games left to play.

A draw or defeat for Real
Madrid would have given
Atletico the chance to win the
title on Sunday by beating
Osasuna but goals from Modric,
Rodrygo, Alvaro Odriozola and
Benzema secured a comfortable
victory at Los Carmenes.

Atletico could still be
crowned champions this week-
end if they overcome Osasuna

and Real fail to win away at
Athletic Bilbao.

Even third-placed Barcelona
are still in the running but they
need an incredible swing of
results if they are to overturn a

four-point deficit. AFP

spinner, said.
“If Hardik doesn’t bowl, it disturbs the balance of the
side hugely. You have to play an extra bowler

because of that and someone like
Surykumar Yadav has to miss out. As we
saw in the ODI series against England and = 4

Australia, we can't play with five bowling o
options. .

“Then team now has other all-rounders
in Washington Sundar, Axar Patel, Jaddu is |
back, Shardul Thakur can also be an all-
rounder, he has shown that. Theyall -+
can do the job if Hardik can’t bowl”

Talking about Shaw not being
picked for the UK tour, Sarandeep
said it is way too early to sideline
a batsman like him.

“He has the potential to do
what Sehwag did for India. You
can't sideline him so early in his
career. He has scored tons of runs
in domestic cricket after being
dropped post Australia tour. He has
corrected his technical flaws also ;
and look how he played in the IPL.

“You have to back a talent like
Shaw for that matter”” PTI

AFP B BERLIN

adon Sancho and Erling

Braut Haaland both netted
twice on Thursday as Borussia
Dortmund won the German
Cup with an emphatic 4-1 win
over RB Leipzig to spoil Julian
Nagelsmann’s hopes of leaving
with a title.

Dortmund turned on the
style at Olympic Stadium,
converting all of their three
first-half shots on target to
sweep Leipzig aside as Sancho
netted twice either side of a
superb Haaland goal.

“I am very happy that I
could score two goals and set
up one for Haaland,” Sancho
told ARD.

The England winger could
have claimed a hat-trick late on
after rounding Leipzig goal-
keeper Peter Gulacsi, but failed
to get his shot away.

Spain midfielder Dani
Olmo pulled a goal back for
Leipzig, before Haaland
grabbed his second in the
dying stages despite slipping as
he connected.

Dortmund lifted the
German Cup for the fifth time
in the club’ history.

“Its unbelievable, I am
proud of the morale the team
has shown in the last few
weeks,” said captain Marco
Reus as Dortmund have also
recently got back into the
Champions League places.

AFP B MANCHESTER -

Laverpool end Old Trattord hoodoo

Liverpool kept their chances of a place
in next season’s Champions League in
their own hands with a thrilling 4-2 vic-
tory over Manchester United at Old
Trafford on Thursday.

Jurgen Klopp's men still need to win
their remaining three games over the next
10 days to guarantee their place in the
Champions League for a fifth consecutive
season, but cleared the biggest hurdle in
their path with a first victory away to
United since 2014.

Roberto Firmino scored twice either
side of half-time after Diogo Jota cancelled
out Bruno Fernandess early opener for the

Marcus Rashford’s strike set up a
grandstand finish, but Mohamed Salah

L secured a vital win in the final minute as
Liverpool moved up to fifth in the table.

“We are still in the game, still in the
race. That is all we could do tonight;” said
Klopp.

“It was necessary. Without this result
we don't have to talk about it”

The clash between English football’s
two most successful clubs had been
postponed 11 days ago as United fans
stormed the pitch and clashed with
police amid protests against the clubs
owners.

A peaceful protest took place before
kick-off as supporters again voiced their
anger at the Glazer family.

AP W ROME

Rafael Nadal ended a run of
three straight losses to
Alexander Zverev with a con-
vincing 6-3, 6-4 win over the
German on Friday to reach the
Italian Open semifinals.

Zverev had beaten Nadal in
straight sets at the same stage in
Madrid a week ago but their lat-
est meeting went the Spaniard’s
way from the start.

Aiming for a record-extend-
ing 10th Rome title, Nadal raced
to a 4-0 lead in the first set and
saved all eight break points he
faced in the second.

“I played more solid than

. Madrid. Conditions are differ-

ent,” Nadal said, alluding to the
fact that the high-altitude of the
Spanish capital allowed Zverev to
dominate more with his serve.
“Here are little bit more normal
conditions. I was able to control
a little bit more”

It was a stark contrast from
Nadal’s long three-set comeback
win over Denis Shapovalov a day
earlier, when the Spaniard saved
two match points.

Nadal’s semifinal opponent
will be big-serving American
Reilly Opelka, who reached his
first Masters semifinal with a 7-
5, 7-6 (2) win over Argentine
qualifier Federico Delbonis.

In the women’s tournament,
2019 Rome champion Karolina
Pliskova rallied past 2017 French
Open winner Jelena Ostapenko
4-6,7-5,7-6 (1) to set up a semi-
final against Petra Martic. Martic
eliminated Jessica Pegula 7-5, 6-
4 for her biggest result since
recently hiring former French
Open champion Francesca
Schiavone as her coach.

The only real moment of
concern for Nadal came when he

Roger Federer in action during a
training session prior to the start of
Geneva Open tournament on Friday AP

tripped over the service line
while running down a drop shot
when he was serving for the first
set.

The crowd of about 2,500 let
out a collective gasp as Nadal
tumbled onto the clay and rolled
over onto his back wincing in
apparent pain.

After putting Nadal’s reply
away for an easy winner — the
Spaniard still managed to get the
ball over the net — Zverev
hopped over the net to check on
the 20-time Grand Slam cham-
pion.

Nadal got up, though, dust-
ed himself off and served out the
set with his back and even head-
band still covered in clay.

“Some lines are higher than
the rest of court, so when you
touch the line it’s dangerous,’
Nadal said.

Zverev, the 2017 Rome
champion and winner of the
trophy in Madrid last weekend,
had numerous opportunities to
recover from an early break in
the second set but Nadal stepped
up his game each time and closed
it out on his first match point
with a perfectly executed serve-

home side.

and-volley.
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CHIRANJEEVI
LUGIFER REMAK

hiranjeevi earned the
reputation of being
the best judge of sto-
ries. Most of the time
his judgment never
fails at the box office.
Chiranjeevi is currently star-
ring in Acharya under the
direction of Koratala Shiva and
apart from it, he is starring in
Malayalam hit Lucifer remake.
Chiranjeevi, after deciding to
star in the Lucifer remake,
chose Mohan Raja as the direc-

it all,

tor. Mohan Raja of Thani Chiranjeevi’s
Oruvan fame in Chiranjeevi’s real-life political
advice worked on Lucifer script  party happenings
and made changes according to  come as a hin-
the tastes of Telugu movie drance.

lovers. Mohan Raja in the due
process met Chiranjeevi many
times but the actor wasn’t satis-
fied.

According to sources,
Chiranjeevi is planning to
change the director.
Chiranjeevi is unhappy that

Kondapalemin

despite numerous suggestions
and repeated meetings they are
unable to work on the script.
People, however, feel that
making changes in Lucifer
as per Telugu movie
lovers’ taste is very
difficult as Kerala
and the politics in
Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh
are completely
different. To top

Now we’ve learnt
that Chiranjeevi gave a
green signal to Mihana
Krishna after being
impressed with the
changes and the script for
the Telugu remake of Lucifer
has been locked.
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peculiar trouble

anjaa Vaishnav Tej,
nephew of Mega Star
Chiranjeevi created a
sensation on the silver
screen with his dream
debut along with Kriti Shetty with
Uppena directed by Buchibabu
Sana. He captured the imagina-
tion of all by signing another dif-
ferent genre entertainer
Kondapalem with creative director
Krish.

According to the latest news,
Kondapalem finds itself in a pecu-
liar situation.

The film’s first backdrop needs
to depict wild animals and this
requires extensive usage of VFX
and CGI. Krish, who wrapped up
the film shoot in a record 45 days

non-stop schedule, handed over
the VFX work to VFX companies
last December. 80% of computer
graphics work is yet to be com-
pleted and the companies cite
lockdown problems and coron-
avirus for the delay. Krish also
added that Kondapalem theatrical
release will not happen any soon-
er due to the current situation.
The film is inspired by the
novel Kondapalem written by
Sannapureddy Venkataramireddy
and is all about how a youngster
along with his father protected his
sheep and also became a forest
officer after completing B.Tech.
Rakul Preet Singh is playing the
role of Obulama and the film’s
shoot done in Vikarabad forests.
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Sumanth approached for
Mahesh-Trivikram film?

tollywood
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rabhas’ stardom and
craze for him are
increasing at a rapid
pace with each pass-
ing day. While top
directors and ban-
ners are showing interest in
making films with him,
actresses’ managers are said to
be competing with each other
to bag the golden chance to
have them screen presence
with him. We now hear that
now it’s not just Bollywood
but Hollywood actress too
might soon star opposite
him.

An insider tells us that
Bollywood director
Siddharth Anand penned
a powerful story for
Prabhas and he already
narrated it to the actor
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t is a known fact that
Mahesh Babu is doing a
film with Trivikram and
the film was announced a
few weeks back. So much
is being said about this
film time and again, and is making
the fans excited.

Now, the latest gossip in the film
circles is that Sumanth has been
approached to play a key role in the
film. Trivikram approached Sushanth
in Ala Vaikuntapurramloo... and now
Sumanth has been in talks for his
film.

Though there is no confirmation,
this news has caught on quite well in
the industry. Watch this space for
more updates on this film.
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~, HOLLYWOOD
ACTRESS
OPPOSITE
PRABHAS?

who gave his green signal.
Buzz is that the film is a high
octane action entertainer and
Siddharth Anand is planning
to cast a popular Hollywood
heroine. Now various
Hollywood actresses’ names
are being speculated to act
with the star. Siddharth
Anand recently directed Tiger
Shroff and Hrithik Roshan’s
War and scored a hit in
Bollywood.

Prabhas is cur-
rently busy
with films like
Radhe
Shyam,
Salaar, Aadi
Purush, and
an unnamed
project with
Nag Ashwin.

i

;’f-i\
il

Chay’s remarkable
transformation for

his Bollywood debut

aga
Chaitanya
is making
his
Bollywood
debut and
this is exciting all
Akkineni fans as he
is playing an impor-
tant role in mister
perfectionist Amir
Khan’s upcoming
entertainer Lal Singh
Chaddha under the
direction of Advait
Narayan.

Naga Chaitanya,
according to sources,
will undergo a
remarkable transfor-
mation in his
physique. Naga
Chaitanya already
allotted 15 days for
the shoot and will be
joining the film’s
Ladakh schedule.

It is known that
Amir Khan planned
to cast Kollywood
Star Vijay Sethupathi
but Vijay couldn’t due
to his busy schedule.
The makers then
zeroed in on to Naga
Chaitanya. Lal Singh
Chaddha is the ofti-
cial remake of the
Oscar-winning
Hollywood film
Forrest Gump. Tom
Hanks starred in the
film which released
in 1994. Naga
Chaitanya is also
starring in Love Story
along with Sai Pallavi
under the direction
of Sekhar Kammula
and in Thank You
along with Rashi
Khanna under the
direction of Vikram
Kumar.

n some heart-
breaking
news, director
and writer
Nandyala Ravi
succumbed to
Covid-19. Ravi, who had
been battling Covid for a
while now, breathed his
last on Friday morning.
Ravi had worked for
several films as a dialogue
writer. He made his
directorial debut in 2014
with Lakshmi Raave Maa
Intiki which starred Naga
Shaurya and Avika Gor
in the lead roles. He had
worked as a writer for Raj
Tarun’s Orey Bujjiga. Ravi
had an unfinished film, a
comedy film with
Sapthagiri and before it
could go to the theatres,
the tragedy took place.
Nandyala Ravi was
hospitalised and was crit-
ically ill. When he was
undergoing treatment, he
was supported by a few of
his friends from the film

Director-writer Nandyala
Ravi dies of Covid

industry including Naga
Shaurya’s home produc-
tion Ira Creations, direc-
tor Sriwass, and comedi-
an Sapthagiri. At a time,
Ravi had shown signs of
recovery, everyone
thought he would make
it, but he gave up on
Friday morning.
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