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As the stand-offs persist at
some friction points along

the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh, the Indian
Army has launched an exercise
there to practise airborne land-
ing to hone its rapid response
capabilities. Troops are also car-
rying out combat drills to
ensure operational readiness.

The Shatrujeet Brigade
(nearly 3,000 troops) is con-
ducting an airborne insertion
along the northern borders in
Eastern Ladakh, sources said
here on Monday.  The complex
drills commenced on Monday
and will continue for some days
in an effort to familiarise the
troops with the rugged area
and harsh winters, they added.

Giving details of the exer-
cise, they said on Monday, air-
borne troops were inserted to
a drop zone at an altitude of
more than 14,000 feet. Pre-
acclamatised troops along with
specialist vehicles and missile
detachments were transported
via C-130 and AN-32 aircraft
from five different mounting
bases to validate inter-theatre

move, precision stand-off
drops, rapid grouping, cap-
ture of designated objectives
with speed and surprise.

Highlighting the degree of
difficulty, sources said the drop
was particularly challenging
due to the low temperatures of
up to minus 20 degrees and rar-
efied atmosphere in super high
altitude terrain. 

The exercise also involves
conduct of oxygen combat free
fall jumps and integrated bat-
tle drills by airborne forces
comprising highly skilled para-
troopers and special forces

commandos, mechanised
columns and attack helicopters,
validating capabilities and
seamless integration.

The exercise comes at a
time when more than 50,000
troops each of India and China
are deployed in front at the
LAC in Ladakh since the face-
offs started in May last year.

Not willing to take any
chances, the two sides
remained deployed throughout
the harsh winters there last year
and will do so this winter too,
sources said. 

Army Chief General MM

Naravane had visited the front
posts at the LAC in October to
review the operational pre-
paredness.  IAF chief VR
Chaudhari also visited the zone
some weeks back for the same
purpose.

China recently carried out
a military drill in the Tibetan
plateau on its side of the LAC
in Ladakh to test the readiness
of its forces.  In addition, it has
activated many helipads close
to the LAC in that area for
quick deployment in case of
any threat. 

The two countries have
held 13 rounds of Corps
Commander-level talks since
last year when the LAC flared
up.  India has all along reiter-
ated that complete disengage-
ment from all the friction
points is the prerequisite for
normalising ties between the
two countries.

The 13th round held in
early October did not yield any
positive results and the two
countries will shortly have
another round of diplomatic
level talks to find ways for early
withdrawal of troops. These
talks will be held between the
officials of the two foreign
Ministries under the aegis of
Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination
on India-China border affairs
(WMCC).
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said that

climate adaptation has not got
as much importance as miti-
gation in the international cli-
mate debate which is an injus-
tice to vulnerable countries.

Speaking at a side event
“Action and Solidarity: The
Critical Decade” at the 26th
UN climate conference in
Glasgow, Modi stressed on the
need to include in the school
syllabus the importance of liv-
ing in harmony with nature as
per traditional practices.

“Adaptation has not got as
much importance as mitigation
in the international climate
debate. It is injustice to those
countries which are highly vul-
nerable to climate change,” he
told the gathering.

“Many traditional com-
munities have the knowledge of
living in harmony with nature.
In our adaptation policies, the
traditional practices should be
given importance. To ensure
this knowledge reaches the
next generation, it should be
added to the school syllabus,”
Prime Minister Modi said.

He stressed that climate
change is a huge challenge for
the agriculture sector in devel-
oping nations, including India.

“Climate is a huge chal-
lenge for the farmers of devel-
oping nations, including India.
Cropping pattern is changing,
untimely rain, floods and con-
tinuous storms are destroying
crops. From sources of drink-
ing water to affordable housing,
all need to be made resilient
against climate change,” 
he said.

Talking about the impor-
tance of climate adaptation,
Modi said it should be made
the most vital part of the poli-

cies. “Climate adaptation has to
be made the most vital part of
our policies. In India, policies
like tap water for all, Clean
India Mission and clean cook-
ing fuel for all have given
adaptation benefits to the
needy as well as improved
their quality of life,” he said. 

“Even if the ways of adap-
tation are local, developing
countries should get global
support for it. India initiated
the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure CDRI
for global support to local
adaptation. I urge the countries
to join this initiative,” the PM
added.
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In an encouraging develop-
ment for Indian travellers,

Australia on Monday decided
to allow the entry of those
administered the Covaxin vac-
cine. This announcement came
as Australia eased restrictions
on international travel after
more than 18 months due to
the ongoing corona pandemic.

The crucial announcement
made by the Australian
Government said, “Covaxin
(manufactured by Bharat
Biotech, India) and BBIBP-
CorV (manufactured by
Sinopharm, China) vaccines
would be ‘recognised’ for the
purpose of establishing a trav-
eller’s vaccination status.”

Australia’s High
Commissioner to India Barry
O’Farrell AO said here on
Monday, “The Therapeutic
Goods Administration deter-
mined that Covaxin (manu-
factured by BharatBiotech) vac-
cine would be ‘recognised’ for
the purpose of establishing a
traveller’s vaccination status.”

He also tweeted that
“importantly, recognition of
Covaxin, along with the previ-
ously announced recognition of

Covishield (manufactured by
AstraZeneca, India) means
many citizens, as well as other
countries, will now be consid-
ered fully vaccinated on entry
to Australia.”

The Therapeutic Goods
Administration (TGA),
Australia’s regulatory authori-
ty for therapeutic goods, said it
has obtained additional infor-
mation demonstrating that
these vaccines provide protec-
tion and potentially reduce the
likelihood that an incoming
traveler would transmit Covid-
19 infection to others while in
Australia or become acutely
unwell due to Covid-19. 

The TGA determined that
Covaxin  and BBIBP-CorV
vaccines would be “recognised”
for the purpose of establishing

a traveller’s vaccination status.
The Australian

Government announcement
also said, “This recognition
means many citizens of China
and India, as well as other
countries in our region where
these vaccines have been wide-
ly deployed, will now be con-
sidered fully vaccinated on
entry to Australia. This will
have significant impacts on
the return of international stu-
dents, and the travel of skilled
and unskilled workers to
Australia.”
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The CBI has registered an FIR to investigate
the Bike Bot scam worth at least �15,000

crore, a financial swindle in Uttar Pradesh that
surpasses the Punjab National Bank fraud case
(worth �13,500 crore) involving diamond
traders Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi.

According to the FIR, Sanjay Bhati, Chief
Managing Director of Noida-based Bike Bot,
along with 14 others, allegedly cheated investors
of around �15,000 crore across the country.

The accused had allegedly floated highly
lucrative investment plans in the guise of a bike-
taxi service by the name of Bike Bot. A 
customer could invest in one, three, five, or seven
bikes, which would be maintained and operat-
ed by the company. 

The investor would be paid monthly rent,
EMI and bonus (in case of investment in mul-
tiples of bikes) and further incentives on adding
additional investors in a binary structure.

The company also allegedly allotted fran-
chisees in various cities but the bikes and taxis
hardly operated in these cities.

The dubious investments plans were float-
ed in August 2017 and the collection of money
from investors, customers and repayments to
them continued till early 2019. In November
2018, the company floated similar plans for e-
bikes, stating that the petrol bikes were facing
issues related to registration and operation. 
The subscription amount for the e-bikes was
almost double the investment amounts for reg-
ular petrol bikes.

Continued on Page 2
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Aiming to make the capital
begging-free, the city

Government on Monday
launched a pilot project 
to create livelihood opportu-
nities for beggars through
training and skill-building in
central Delhi.

According to a survey con-
ducted by the Social Welfare
Department and the Institute
for Human Development in
February, there are around
20,719 persons engaged in the
act of begging (PEAB) in Delhi. 

Of these, 10,987 are men,
9,541 women and 191 trans-
genders. East Delhi district
has the highest number of
PEABs (2,797). The pro-
ject will be conducted at Ashray
Griha, Katra Maula Bux,
Roshanara Road for men and

Ashray Griha (DUSIB Night
shelter), Khairia Mohalla,
Roshanara Road for women.

The department has
engaged Mosaic Pvt. Ltd. To
provide training on food pro-
cessing (jam, jelly, pickle) to
women and Ashray Adhikar
Abhiyan will offer training on
wall painting and mobile
repairing to men for a period
of three months.

Social Welfare Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam, who
launched the project, said the
aim of the Government is to
make Delhi begging-free by
rehabilitating PEABs. 
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In a major blow to hotels, restaurants and
dhabas ahead of festive season, the prices of

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cooking gas
were hiked by �266 from Monday onwards by
Oil marketing companies (OMCs). 

Commercial cylinders of the 19 kg in Delhi
will cost  �2,000.50 against �1,734 earlier. 

However, in a major respite for a common
man, the hike will not be applicable on domes-
tic LPG cylinders.  On the other hand, petrol and
diesel prices were hiked for the sixth consecu-
tive day across the country on Monday. In the
National Capital, with a hike of 35 paise a litre,
the price of petrol rose to �109.69 per litre while
the price of diesel increased by the same
amount to cost  �98.42 a litre.

In Mumbai, �1,950 will have to be spent for
a commercial gas cylinder of 19 kg. Now a 19
kg gas cylinder in Kolkata will cost �2,073.50,
while in Chennai �2,133.

The two main factors that determine the
prices of LPG cylinders in India are the
exchange rate of the rupee and the global crude
oil prices. The Government provides 12 cylin-
ders of 14.2-kg each
household at subsi-
dized rates. 

The increase
in subsidised LPG
price now has
taken the
cumulative
rate hike
s i n c e
January 1 to
�205 per
cylinder.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday set aside the

Calcutta High Court order
banning firecrackers during
Kali Puja, Diwali and other fes-
tivals this year to check air pol-
lution amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The SC clarified “there
can’t be a complete ban on
crackers” and allowed green
and low emission crackers sub-
ject to air quality decided by
pollution control boards. 

The special bench of jus-
tices AM Khanwilkar and Ajay
Rastogi also observed that the
State Government and State
Pollution Control Board have
to be heard in passing such
orders, while quashing the
High Court’s blanket ban on
crackers on October 29. 

The SC asked the West
Bengal Government to explore
the possibility to ensure that
banned firecrackers and relat-
ed items are not imported in
the State.  “State and Pollution
Control Board will have to be
heard if any order is to be

passed,” said the vacation bench
said during the hearing con-
ducted through videoconfer-
encing. 

“It appears that advance
copy has already been served
on the standing counsel for the
State of West Bengal as well as
the pollution control board. 

However, no appearance is
made on their behalf. We per-
mit the counsel for the peti-
tioners to intimate the standing
counsel for Bengal as well as the
West Bengal Pollution Control
Board, if any, that the matter
will be taken up at 3 pm
through video-conference and
to make themselves available
with appropriate instructions,”
the bench said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Aspecial NIA court on
Monday awarded death

sentence to four of the nine
people convicted in the 2013
serial blasts that left six dead
here at the venue of an election
rally addressed by Narendra
Modi, who was then the
Gujarat Chief Minister and
BJP’s PM candidate.

Special NIA judge
Gurvinder Singh Mehrotra,
who had on October 27 pro-
nounced the nine guilty, also
sentenced two other accused to
life imprisonment, besides
awarding 10 years rigorous
imprisonment to as many and
seven years in jail to another
convict.

According to Special Public
Prosecutor Lalan Prasad Singh,

capital punishment has been
awarded to Haider Ali, Noman
Ansari, Mohd Mujibullah
Ansari and Imtiyaz Alam.

“The court took a grim
view of the series of explosions
which were aimed at causing
heavy casualties at a gathering
of innocent people,” Singh told
reporters outside the court.

“Two others — Umar
Siddiqui and Azharuddin
Qureishi — had confessed to
their involvement during trial.

The court, considering their
confession, did not award death
sentence to them but only sen-
tenced them for life,” he added.

Notably, five of the convicts
— Haider Ali, Mohd
Mujibullah Ansari, Imtiyaz
Alam, Umar Siddiqui and
Azharuddin Ansari — were
awarded life imprisonment by
the court three years ago in
connection with the serial
blasts that had rocked the
international pilgrim city of
Bodh Gaya three months prior
to the explosions at Gandhi
Maidan in Patna.

Singh said of the remaining
three convicts, Ahmed Husain
and Mohd Firoz Aslam have
been awarded 10 years’ rigor-
ous imprisonment, while
Iftikhar Alam got seven years
in jail.

��������	
�	���
���
�������	������
�������	��	����

�����������	���	����
�
��

���	�

��	�����
���	

��������	��
���������������
����������

���������������
���
�������������

��������������
��������������	��
������
�
�
�����	�� ����������	�� �!�
���	

�� 	�����
���	! "	

�	�����	�#$%&&&'��	
����	��
	���	��	(�

���������	��)
�����	�����	�*	�+,,

�������	�
�����������

�������������	����
���������������	���

��������	����
�����
��	�
������������
����������
��
���	

�	������������	���
	���������	����������

-��
���	����������	��.���	
���	��
�*%	����	
�.��	�����

������"
��#���������

���	�����$�
�
���%������������$$��$&'	��

�&'����%�()��*(���+,
��+����-��..�/+�0�1
�//(,0�%�$-�!��
����� '89�%8:$�

In a major development that
will be useful for opening up

the global tourism sector for
economic recovery post the
pandemic shut down, the
Rome Declaration at the con-
clusion of the G20 Leaders’
Summit on Sunday has agreed
to mutually accept Covid-19
vaccines that are deemed safe
and efficacious by the WHO.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia and
others were on Monday asked
by a Delhi court to respond to
a plea filed by former Chief
Secretary Anshu Prakash chal-
lenging their discharge in a case
of alleged assault on him in
2018. Special Judge Geetanjali
Goel issued notices to Kejriwal
and 10 other AAP leaders on
the plea challenging a
Magistrate court’s order that
discharged the politicians on
August 11. 

The criminal case relates to
the alleged assault on Prakash

during a meeting at Kejriwal's
official residence on February
19, 2018.

The court directed

Kejriwal, Sisodia and other
AAP MLAs Rajesh Rishi, Nitin
Tyagi, Praveen Kumar, Ajay
Dutt, Sanjeev Jha, Rituraj
Govind, Rajesh Gupta, Madan
Lal, and Dinesh Mohania to file
their replies by November 23,
when the court will further
hear the matter.  

Besides, the court also
issued notices to AAP MLAs
Amantullah Khan and Prakash
Jarwal against whom the court
had ordered framing of
charges.

Senior advocate Sidharth
Luthra and advocate Kumar
Vaibhav, appearing for Anshu
Prakash, urged the judge to set
aside the order passed by the
Magisterial court and direct it
to frame the charges against all
the accused in the case.  The
plea stated that the Magisterial

court erred in discharging
Kejriwal and others in its
August order.

Prakash also sought the
framing of additional charges
including 506 (criminal intim-
idation) of IPC against Khan
and Jarwal.

“The trial court has con-
ducted a roving enquiry into
the allegations in the
chargesheet and has drawn
erroneous inferences and con-
clusions without having the
benefit of examination of the
prosecution witnesses. Many
such inferences and findings
are also contrary to the record,”
the petition said.  

The Magisterial court had
discharged Kejriwal, saying his
conduct clearly was not in
consonance with the allegations
levelled against him.
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Delhi’s air quality may dip to
a very poor category post

Diwali due to northwesterly
winds and bursting of crackers,
scientists from the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Monday.

While SAFAR (System of
Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research), a
unit of the Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES) marked the
AQI in poor category with
306 micrograms per cubic on
the National Ambient Air
Quality Index (NAAQI), IMD
scientist, VK Soni said, “Till
November 4, the air quality is
expected to remain in poor cat-
egory and will deteriorate fur-
ther due to unfavorable winds.
It could dip to a very poor cat-

egory on November 5 -6 due to
northwesterly winds and burst-
ing of crackers.”

According to SAFAR, the
share of farm fires in PM 2.5 was
seven per cent.The minimum
temperature in the national
Capital will remain between 13-
15 degrees Celsius for the next
three days. In its short range air
quality forecast, SAFAR said
Delhi’s AQI is in the very poor
category and likely to improve
to the upper end of poor for the
next two days due to prevailing
winds coming from west/south-
west direction reducing trans-
port of emissions from stubble
burning. According to the
Central Pollution Control Board
, overall AQI was 281 while val-
ues of Particulate Matter (PM)
10 and 2.5 were recorded at 292
and 126 micrograms per cubic.
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Delhi schools for classes
Nursery to VIII reopened

in Delhi on Monday after a
long break due to the pan-
demic. Schools’ administra-
tion were seen strictly follow-
ing the Covid-19 Protocol.

The students were
extremely delighted to meet
their friends as the schools
reopened after a long break.
Parents were confident to send
their children back to the
schools. Schools organised var-
ious activities to welcome the
children.

The teachers were eager-
ly waiting to welcome the stu-
dents. Some schools welcomed
the students with dance and
music, while some others
decided to watch a film with
the students in the school.
Many other activities were also
organised to help the children
connect with their schools,

before resuming physical edu-
cation.

Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister Manish
Sisodia visited schools and
spoke with children and their
parents. “Government is equal-
ly concerned about the stu-
dents’ health and education.
The students are already facing
a knowledge gap, which would
only widen if schools were not
reopened now,” he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said that, “I am happy that after
a long gap of 19 months, today
schools from Nursery to Class
VIII have reopened. Due to the
closure of schools, school edu-
cation had suffered tremen-
dously.

However, it is expected
that after schools reopening,
our teachers and parents will
work together to fight this
learning gap of the children.”
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leaders on Monday staged

a protest at the Civic Centre
against BJP-ruled municipal
corporations for not paying the
salaries to municipal employ-
ees.Party leaders and council-
lors demanded immediate pay-
ment of salaries to the employ-
ees of the civic bodies. AAP
councillor and Leader of
Opposition in North Delhi
Municipal Corporation, Vikas
Goel, alleged that MCD
employees have not got salaries
for the last two-three months.

"Diwali is just two days
away and the MCD employees
be it sanitation workers, DBC
(domestic breeding checkers)
workers, teachers, nurses
among others are waiting for
their salaries. They have not
been paid for the past two-
three months. This is injustice
to them. We demand immedi-
ate release of salaries of civic
employees," Goel said during
the protest. He said all AAP
councillors and workers have
gathered here to mount pres-
sure on civic authorities to
release salaries of MCD
employees ahead of the festival.
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NEW DELHI:The national
Capital reported an alarming
surge in dengue cases with
1,049 fresh cases reported in a
week and five more deaths due
to it.With this, the total num-
ber of persons affected with
dengue this year has reached
2,794 till October 30 and the
total number of fatalities to six,
according to a civic report
released on Monday. A senior
civic body official said that out
of the total dengue cases 1,015
patients were infected in other
cities but traced in Delhi while
242 patients did not provide

their address.
According to the data, this

is the highest number of fatal-
ities due to dengue recorded in
a year in the national capital
since 2017 when the total death
count officially reported had
stood at 10, same as in 2016
(10). In 2015, the city had wit-
nessed a massive outbreak of
dengue, when the number of
dengue cases reported has
crossed 10,600 in October
itself, making it the worst out-
break of the vector-borne dis-
ease in the national capital
since 1996.

From Page 1
Meanwhile, Delhi High

Court, while hearing on the
ban on sale crackers in Delhi,
told the petitioners to approach
NGT or the SC which is
already seized with the matter. 

“Please go to the Supreme
Court. Supreme Court is
already looking into the issue
today. Seek a clarification.
(High court is the) Wrong
forum. Inform NGT. They are
a specialised body,” said Justice
Sanjeev Sachdeva.  The Tamil
Nadu Government on Monday
made it clear only green crack-

ers will be allowed to be burst
on Deepavali on November 4
in the State and announced
time slots of two hours to light
firecrackers in line with the
Supreme Court directive.   The
Government also urged the cit-
izens to avoid bursting of
joined (serial) fire crackers
“which create huge noise pol-
lution.”   “Only green crackers
shall be used between 6 AM
and 7 AM and from 7 PM to 8
PM on Deepavali,” a press
release from the Environment,
Climate Change and Forest
Department of Tamil Nadu.
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From Page 1
“It is further alleged that

in order to extract money
from investors with ill motive
the company made advertise-
ment that ‘BIKE BOT -- THE
BIKE TAXI POWERED BY
GIPL’ scheme will enclosed
very soon and that person
desirous of availing scheme
must deposit money hurried-
ly.

On such advertisement,
about 2,00,000 investors invest-
ed money, however, fact
remains that complaints were
submitted and fraudulent activ-
ity of the company was in the

knowledge of the Noida district
authority as well as police
authorities who did not take
any action. 

Rather, the SSP and the SP
crime branch pressurised the
complainants to withdraw their
complaints,” read the CBI FIR
registered on October 21.

Under a pre-planned con-
spiracy, Bhati and his associates
cheated and defrauded
investors and collected at least
Rs 15,000 crore across the
country in the name of bike
taxi business and misappro-
priated the money thus col-
lected, the FIR further alleged.
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Top officials of the Election
Commission are likely to be

called by a Parliamentary panel
to brief it on electoral reforms,
including remote voting, link-
age of Aadhaar with voter ID
card, and one uniform voter
roll for all polls, sources said on
Monday. 

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Personnel, Public Grievances
and Law and Justice chaired by
senior BJP leader Sushil Modi
has also decided to deliberate
upon the issue of e-courts and
will seek an appointment with
Supreme Court Judge D Y
Chandrachud who heads the e-
committee of the Supreme
court.

After deliberating with
members of the panel, Sushil
Modi has decided to invite top

officials of the poll panel and
discuss with them remote vot-
ing, which allows anyone to
vote from outside his or her
constituency, and linking of
Aadhaar card with voter ID
card, which can do away with
multiplicity of the cards voters
need to show while going for
voting, they said.

A discussion will also be
held on various other electoral
reforms planned by the EC,
including a singular voter list
for the Lok Sabha, State
Assembly and panchayat elec-
tions. The officials from the
poll panel are likely to be invit-
ed in the first week of
November.

Former Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora,
who demitted the office earli-
er this year, had expressed
hope that the concept of remote
voting will see “the light of day”

by the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Earlier this year, the poll
panel had started a research
project for enabling remote
voting in consultation with
IIT Madras and eminent tech-
nologists from IITs and other
leading institutions.

The Supreme Court's e-
committee is the governing
body charged with overseeing
the e-courts project conceptu-
alised under the National
Policy and Action Plan for
Implementation of Information
and Communication
Technology (ICT) in the Indian
Judiciary, 2005.

E-courts is a pan India pro-
ject monitored and funded by
the Department of Justice, in
the law ministry. Its vision is to
transform the judicial system of
the country by Information and
Communication Technology
(ICT) enablement of courts.

�	�����������������
	�������������!����%��

����� '89
%8:$�

Th e
C e n t r e

has decided
to resume
b i o m e t r i c
attendance
for employ-
ees of all lev-
els from
November 8
which was
suspended for more than one
and half year due to the coro-
na pandemic. The Department
of Personnel Ministry notified
that it would be the responsi-
bility of heads of department to
ensure that sanitisers are
mandatorily placed beside bio-
metric machines and all
employees sanitise their hands
before and after marking the
attendance.

“Physical distancing of six
feet must be maintained by all
employees while marking their
attendance. If required, addi-
tional biometric attendance
machines may be installed to
avoid overcrowding,” the
Personnel Ministry said in an
order to all Central
Government Ministries and
departments. The employees
were previously exempted from
biometric attendance due to the
outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic.

All employees shall be
required to wear masks or face
covers at all times, including
while waiting to mark their
attendance, it said. “Meetings,
as far as possible, shall contin-
ue to be conducted on video

conferencing and personal
meetings with visitors, unless
necessary in public interest, are
to be avoided,” the order stat-
ed.

All officers and staff shall
strictly follow Covid-appro-
priate behaviour at all times in
offices, the DoPT said. In
March 2020, DoPT had
exempted employees from
using the machine earlier till
March 31 last year and asked
the employees to mark their
attendance in the attendance
register.

“It is learnt that the most
common method of transmis-
sion of virus seems to be
through infected surfaces
therefore, it is desirable to
avoid touching surfaces, which
might be infected due to
human touch,” the first order of
DoPT said suspending the
biometric attendance.

The Aadhaar-based bio-
metric attendance system was
introduced at the instance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who had claimed soon
after that it had brought about
a change in the work culture in
the Government.
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The CBI on Monday con-
ducted searches at the

premises of an executive engi-
neer of the South Western
Railways for allegedly taking
undue advantage from con-
tractors through bank
accounts and receiving a bribe
of �1.29 crore from 2011 to
2019.

The searches followed
registration of a case against
an Executive Engineer, South
Western Railways, Bangalore,
Ghanshyam Pradhan, private
person M Suryanarayana
Reddy, private contractor
Krishi Infratech, represented
by M Suryanarayana Reddy
and another private person
Vangala Sur yanarayana
Reddy besides unknown pub-
lic servant(s) private per-
son(s).

“It was alleged that the
accused public  ser vant
accepted undue advantage
from the contractors through
bank accounts while han-
dling/supervising works exe-
cuted by the contractors. 

It was further alleged that
illegal gratification to the
tune of � 1,29,00,000 was
received by the said public
servant in his accounts and in
the accounts of his family
members from the contrac-
tors during the period from
2011 to 2019,” the agency
said in a statement.

Searches were conducted
at 16 locations including at
Bangalore, Hubli, Mysore,
Sangli ,  Nandyala and

Rangareddy at the premises of
accused others which led to
recovery of several incrimi-
nating documents, it added.
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The CBI on Monday filed a
s u p p l e m e n t a r y

chargesheet before a desig-
nated court in Agartala
(Tripura) against then
Chairman and Director of
Rose Valley Group of
Companies, Gautam Kundu
and others in a chit fund
scam worth �464 crore.

Earlier, a chargesheet was
also filed by Tripura Police
during January, 2018.

The CBI had registered a
case against the accused on
October 18, 2019. During
investigation, it was found
that the accused, in conspira-
cy with each other and also
with the intention to cheat,
had allegedly established the
company and became the
Directors of the said compa-
ny.

It was further alleged that
the accused Directors in con-
spiracy with others including
the accused company had col-
lected huge public funds in the
form of deposits by issuing
Certificates in the name of
booking rooms in hotels to
huge number of investors in
violation of Companies Act

and SEBI (CIS) Regulations,
the agency said. 

The accused allegedly
formed several other compa-
nies under the Rose Valley
Group and diverted the money
in the group companies know-
ing that those companies were
loss making entities. They
opened several bank accounts
in the name of the company,
became signatories of these
bank accounts and allegedly
transferred/diverted the fund
as per their own interest.

The amounts invested by
the investors were allegedly
diverted to loss making sister-
concerns of the group where
the amounts were misappro-
priated. It was alleged that an
amount of �464,80,06,331 was
misappropriated.

Besides Kundu,  the then
Managing Director/Director
of Rose Valley Group of
Companies, Shibamoy Dutta,
then Directors of the Group,
Ashok Kumar Saha and Ram
Lal Goswami, then Director of
Rose Valley Group of
Companies besides the
accused firm Rose Valley
Hotel & Entertainment
Limited, Kolkata (West
Bengal).
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The Congress on Monday
launched its membership

drive across the country with
all its State units holding meet-
ings to discuss ways to ensure
a large number of people join
the grand old party. Those
wishing to take up its primary
membership will have to make
a declaration of abstention
from alcohol and drugs. They
will also have to give an under-
taking to never criticise the
party's policies and pro-
grammes in public forums.

The drive was launched by
state unit presidents of the
Congress, which also started an
online membership campaign
“JoinCongressSaveIndia”. It
urged people to join the party
to save the country from forces
trying to destroy constitution-
al values. 

Congress has accused the
BJP of spreading hatred and
dividing society, and has said
that it will fight back with
Mahatma Gandhi's teachings
of non-violence, truth and
unity.  The membership drive
will continue till March 31
next year.

New members will also
have to give a declaration that
they will not own any proper-
ty in excess of ceiling laws and
will undertake tasks, including
“manual labour”, prescribed by
the Congress. People can

become a member of the
Congress by paying a fee of �5.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot urged the youth
to join the party and said its
ideology is dedicated to
uphold the country's
Constitution and its democ-
ratic values. 

The Congress will also
focus on training its cadre to
counter the BJP's “false pro-
paganda” and will work out
modalities for the upcoming
training programmes. The
party's membership drive will
be followed by organisational
elections, which includes elec-
tion of state unit presidents,
vice presidents, treasurers,
executives and AICC members
by the Pradesh Congress
Committee general body
which will be held between
July 21-August 20 next year.

The election for the new
Congress president would be
held between August 21 and
September 20 next year. The
election of Congress Working
Committee members and
other bodies by AICC mem-
bers will take place at a plenary
session, dates for which will be
announced before October
2022.

The Congress will also
undertake a mass agitational
programme - 'Jan Jagran
Abhiyan', across the country
over rising prices from
November 14 to 29. 
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In a major development that
will be useful for opening up

the global tourism sector for
economic recovery post the
pandemic shut down, the
Rome Declaration at the con-
clusion of the G20 Leaders'
Summit on Sunday has agreed
to mutually accept Covid-19
vaccines that are deemed safe
and efficacious by the WHO.

“Covid-19 immunisation
is a global public good and the
recognition of Covid-19 vac-
cines, which are deemed to be
safe and efficacious by the
WHO wil l  be mutually
accepted, subject, of course to,
the national law and privacy
law that countries may have,”
said Piyush Goyal, India's
Sherpa at the G20 and Union
Minister for Commerce and
Industry.

‘At the G20 Summit, India
also pushed for language on

ending gender-based violence
and increasing women's par-
ticipation in the workforce;
language denouncing uneven
distribution of unpaid care
and domestic work.’

“But more importantly, it
has been agreed that every-
body will help to optimise the
processes and procedures of
the World Trade Organization
for vaccine approval and
emergency use authorisation
and the WHO will  be
strengthened so that they can
do recognition of vaccines
faster,” Goyal added as he
briefed the media after what
he called as the successful
culmination of G20 Summit.

This was Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's eighth G20
Summit since 2014 and the
first in-person summit since
the Osaka Summit in 2019.
The theme of the summit
under the Italian Presidency
was 'People,  Planet,

Prosperity', with an overarch-
ing theme of recovery from
the pandemic.

The Prime Minister par-
ticipated in all three Summit
Sessions on 'Global Economy
and Global Health', 'Climate
Change and Environment' and
'Sustainable Development'.
The leaders adopted the
'Rome Declaration' after over
five days of extensive negoti-
ations.

The Declaration has also
agreed to extend the debt sus-
pension service initiative so
that vulnerable countries, low-
income countries are not bur-
dened with debt repayment at
this critical time.

The G20 had acknowl-
edged the importance of
shared standards for seamless
travel,  including testing
requirements and results, vac-
cination certificates and mutu-
al recognition of digital appli-
cations, the Minister added.
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With an aim to realise
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s vision of ‘from cooper-
ation to prosperity’, Union
Minister of Cooperation Amit
Shah and Union Minister for
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying Parshottam
Rupala have jointly launched
‘Dairy Sahakar,’ a scheme envis-
aging investment of �5,000
crore having focus on encour-
aging cooperative dairy busi-
nesses in the country.

This is for the first time, a
comprehensive scheme exclu-
sively for cooperatives related
to all aspects of dairy business,
has been framed by the
National Cooperative
Development Corporation
(NCDC) in partnership with
the Animal Husbandry and
Dairy Department of the
Government of India.

Before launching the
scheme, Shah at an event held
in Gujarat’s Anand on Sunday
to celebrate the milk dairy
cooperative giant Amul’s 75th
foundation year, said that dairy
sector and cooperatives have a
major role to turn India not
only into a USD 5-trillion
economy but also help making
the agriculture and allied sec-
tors ‘atmanirbhar’ (self-reliant).

“We need to implement
this cooperative model to
empower sectors like agricul-
ture and animal husbandry,
and NCDC’s �5,000 crore
Dairy Sahakar is a step towards
that” Shah said, adding that
Amul was founded began as a
cooperative movement in 1946
in Anand under the guidance
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
and cooperative leader
Tribhuvandas Patel.  Shah said
Amul was a model for the
world.

Rupala echoed similar
views and appreciated how
Amul had helped in boosting
the economy of the State par-
ticularly those living in rural
areas. The scheme will provide
critical credit linkage for dif-
ferent types of business by
cooperatives, NCDC MD
Sundeep K Nayak said in flu-
ent Gujarati while introducing
the main features of the scheme
at the event.
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As dengue cases rise at an
alarming rate across the

States, Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Monday reviewed the situation
caused by the vector-borne
disease in the national Capital
and directed the health secre-
tary to send a team of experts
to States with a high active
caseload, for disease control
and management.

The Union Minister said
“full support” from the Centre
has been assured to states.
“Reviewed the dengue situation
in Delhi and assured full sup-
port from the central govern-
ment. On-ground initiatives,
like hotspot identification, fog-
ging and timely treatment will
be carried out to curb the dis-
ease. The Centre is also send-
ing a team of experts to States
which have been seeing a rise
in dengue cases,” Mandaviya
said.

In the wake of a surge in

cases of dengue in the capital,
the Delhi Government has
already asked the  hospitals that
they may use one-third of the
beds reserved for coronavirus
patients for those suffering
from vector-borne diseases, if
the need arises.

Doctors said earlier that
despite the prevalence of the
serotype 2 dengue virus asso-
ciated with a higher risk of
severe disease, most people
are not showing severe symp-
toms. States reporting serotype
- II dengue cases are Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Kerala, MP, UP, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
and Telangana.

Dengue virus causes fever
and haemorrhagic symptoms
and is associated with more
severe diseases.

Madhya Pradesh accounts
for 9.5 per cent of all dengue
cases reported across India
this year, according to the
Union health ministry data till
September. The State has

already recorded its highest
ever dengue count in any year
– 5,690. In sheer numbers and
percentage, MP is third on the
national list behind Uttar
Pradesh (8,977, 14.9%) and
Maharashtra (8,302,13.8%).

The national capital has
reported 531 new cases of
dengue during the week end-
ing on October 30, taking the
Capital’s total tally to 1,537 this
year. Of these, 1,196 cases
were reported in October.
Punjab is also reeling under
dengue cases with 16,129 cases,
an all-time high figure since
2016.

“The Union health min-
istry is monitoring dengue
cases being reported in Delhi
and other states closely. An
expert team will do detailed
planning with the Delhi gov-
ernment to monitor cases.
Awareness campaigns will also
be run in schools. Necessary
speed-testing will be conduct-
ed,” said an official from the
Ministry.
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Giving a new ultimatum to
the Centre, Bharatiya Kisan

Union (BKU) spokesperson
Rakesh Tikait on Monday said
the Government has time till 26
November to repeal the farm
laws, failing which farmers from
across the nation will gather at
Delhi protest sites in tractors.
The ongoing farmers' protests at
three border points in Delhi —
Singhu, Tikri and Ghazipur —
will complete one year on
November 26.

“The Central Government
has time till November 26.
From November 27, farmers
will reach the border at the
movement sites around Delhi by
tractors from villages and
strengthen the tents at the
movement sites”, Tikait tweeted.
In his tweet, he did not mention
whether November 26 is the
deadline for the Centre to
revoke the farm laws, or to invite
farmers for the next round of
talks. 

This was his second warn-
ing to the centre in two days. On

Sunday,  Tikait had warned the
government that there would be
consequences if they tried to
forcibly remove the protesters
from the Delhi borders. 

The BKU leader’s  com-
ments come days after the
Delhi Police, last week, removed
barricades and obstacles put up
by it at the Ghazipur and Tikri
borders, two of the three sites at
which farmers have been
protesting since November last
year, Singhu border being the
third. Tikait and his group have
been agitating at the Ghazipur
border.

The removal of barricades
has triggered a wave of appre-
hension among protesting farm-
ers of Haryana.  In a video mes-
sage to the farmers later, BKU
leader Gurnam Chaduni said,
“The government has been try-
ing to open the borders for the
past many days. There is afra-
tafri (chaos) among the people.
There are talks that the gov-
ernment will get the roads
cleared before Diwali. We would
like to warn the government
that it should not be mistaken.”
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Electoral results  for  three Lok
Sabha and 29 Assembly con-

stituencies across 13 States and
Union Territory  of Dadar Nagar
Havelli  where counting  to be
held on Tuesday  would be keen-
ly watched  and weighed by  the
BJP, the Congress and the
Trinamool Congress and the
incumbent State  Chief
Ministers,  wanting to re-assert
their political clout and ‘fortify’
themselves  against the  ‘threats’
from  within and outside  to
their leadership.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee,  who has
already ‘dented’  BJP  by wooing
its MLAs to her party fold post
her victory in the Assembly
polls, may be looking at winning
the Dinhata seat  in North-
Bengal  held by the BJP’s  Nisith
Pramanik who resigned after
gaining berth in the Modi-
Government ,  Bihar  Chief
Minster Nitish Kumar would
like to win Tarapur and
Kusheshwarsthan assembly seats
to prove that he continues to
have a tight grip over the voters

. By winning  byelections, Kumar
would  like to signal his
supremacy not only to the rival
RJD but also to the ally  the BJP
which  is averse to him gaining
more political  weight in the
state.But more importantly,
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and  Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan  who have  a lot   in
the  stake in the by-election out-
come  in their respective states
as both are wary of  their high
commands as also of  the  ‘rivals’
from within.  Gehlot  has
already faced   ‘rebellion’ from
his Deputy-Chief Minister
Sachin  Pillot and would be anx-
ious not  to loose  by-poll  con-
tests in the state that may pro-
vide extra-fuel to his political
enemies.

In Rajasthan, the bypolls
were necessitated due to the
demise of Congress MLA from
Vallabhnagar Gajendra Singh
Shaktawat and BJP legislator
from Dhariawad Gautam Lal
Meena. The change of  Chief
Ministers in the BJP -ruled
states   like that of  veteran B S
Yediyurappa in Karnataka and

induction of young Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
in the election-bound
Uttarakhand  has sent  a  mes-
saage  to old-guards like
Chouhan who would  want to
score a definitive win in three
assembly and one Lok Sabha
seats  to prove a point to the BJP
leadership of his  continued
hold in  the state.  The assem-
bly seats of Prithvipur, Jobat and
Raigaon and Lok Sabha seat of
kahndwa have undergone
polling on October 30.  

The loss of Damoh poll  in
April  2021 which the  Congress
candidate Ajay tandon  had
won comfortably  against the
BJP  has already put pressure on
the Chief Minister.

The poll results would also
reflect  and validate  the strength
of  farmers  protest against
three central farm laws as  in
Haryana, the by-election to
Ellenabad Assembly con-
stituency was necessitated by the
resignation of Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD)  leader Abhay
Chautala as MLA in protest
against the Centre's new farm
laws.
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In the backdrop of allegations of
extortion faced by Western Zonal

Director of   Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) Sameer Wankhede,
current Maharashtra Minister Nawab
Malik of the NCP and former Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis of the
BJP made serious allegations against
each other.

While Malik tweeted a photo-
graph of alleged drug peddler
Jaydeep Rana with Fadnavis’ wife
Amruta, and charged that Rana had
links with the former Chief Minister,
Fadnavis threatened that after Diwali,
he would expose the alleged links
between Malik and the underworld. 

Malik, who also posted on his
twitter handle another purported
photograph of Rana standing with
Fadnavis, responded to Fadnavis’
threat by saying: "Hai Taiyar Hum"
( I am ready).

The day began with Malik
addressing a news conference, in
which the NCP leader alleged that
Fadnavis had links with alleged drug
peddler Jaydeep Rana, who pur-
portedly financed the video song
rendered by the former chief minis-
ter’s wife Amruta with Sonu Nigam.

The picture was apparently taken
during the recording of Amruta
Fadnavis' river anthem project in
2018. Rana was allegedly the finance
head of the project.

Talking to media persons here,
Malik alleged: "One Jaydeep Rana
currently in jail in connection with
a drug trafficking case. He has links
former chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis. Rana was financial head of
the famous river song sung by former
CM's wife Amrita Fadnavis. Rana’s
drug business in the state grew
under his tenure".

Malik, who has been spear-hear-
ing a campaign against NCB’s
Wankhede, alleged: "Sameer
Wankhede is the kingpin who is run-
ning a drug racket in Mumbai. He
was appointed by then chief minis-
ter Devenddra Fadnavis".

Reiterating that Wankhede was
a Muslim by birth and had produced
a fake certificate to get a government
job, Malik alleged that the mid-sea
drug bust case was an attempt made
by the BJP to move Bollywood out
of Mumbai. “The drug bust of
October 2 was "fake" and it was a BJP
conspiracy to move Bollywood out
of Mumbai. It was a conspiracy to
defame Bollywood”.
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After skipping the summons issued by
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) for

five consecutive times, Maharashtra’s for-
mer Home Minister Anil Deshmukh on
Monday appeared finally before the ED in
connection with an alleged money laun-
dering case liked to the charges of extortion
made against him by Mumbai’s former
Police Commissioner Param Bir Singh.

Seventy-one-year-old Deshmukh
reached the ED office at around 11 am. His
grilling at the hands of the ED continued
till late in the evening. Among other
things, the ED recorded Deshmukh’s state-
ment under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Deshmukh’s appearance before the
ED for questioning came after the Bombay
High Court rejected his petition on October
29, challenging the summons issued by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) summons
for him to appear before it.

Ahead of his appearance before the ED,
Deshmukh released a detailed statement to
th media, Deshmukh said: “A false narra-
tive and erroneous impression is being cre-
ated by the vested interests that I am evad-
ing or avoiding to appear before the
Enforcement Directorate. Undoubtedly,
such propaganda is baseless. All that I ever
wanted is a transparent, fair and objective
probe without any fear or favour so that the
truth is not rendered causality”.

Deshmukh charged that those who

were maligning him had no credibility, hon-
our or pride. “These unscrupulous persons
are themselves kneep involved in several
rackets of extortion, fraud and even mur-
der. The principal person who held the
office of Commissioner of Police is now a
wanted absconding criminal, “the former
State Home Minister said, while referring
to allegations of extortion against him in
March this year.

“I have scrupulously complied with the
rule in letter and spirit. There has been no
occasion when I have not made myself
available for any probity in public life or per-
sonal life. My life is an open book and I have
absolutely nothing to hide,” Deshmukh said.   

“ I am keen to appear before “such unbi-
ased” authorities and expose the falsity of
the accusations that have been leveled
against me. With fervent hope that the ED
officers shall rise up to the occasion and act
in a fair manner and also to lay to rest any
misgivings about my cooperation with the
investigations, I am appearing before the
ED,” he said.     

Deshmukh had resigned from his post
as the State Home Minister on April 5 2021
within hours after the Bombay High Court
ordered a “Preliminary Enquiry” (PE) by
the CBI into the serious charges of cor-
ruption made against him by Mumbai’s for-
mer Police Commissioner Param Bir Singh.
He is being investigated by the CBI and
Enforcement Directorate (ED) over the alle-
gations of corruption made by Param Bir
Singh.   
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The Trinamool Congress and Congress con-
tinued to trade fire with Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee calling the tri-colour
outfit a “party that cannot be trusted anymore
because it has never fought against the BJP and
compromised with it at several points.” The
Congress leader Adhir Chowdhury immediate-
ly hit back calling her a “political traitor.”

While inaugurating a Kali Puja pandal in
Kolkata the Chief Minister on Monday attacked
the Congress for compromising with the BJP. “The
Congress cannot be trusted anymore because BJP
became stronger due to the Congress … they
never challenged the BJP … they withdrew from
the path of struggle and compromised with them
(saffron outfit).”  Saying that instead of fighting
against the BJP the Congress had fought against
the Trinamool Congress roundly helping the
cause of the saffron party Banerjee said “we came
out of the Congress-led UPA because we could
understand that the party was gradually leaving
the path of struggle … today there is no move-
ment against rising petro prices … it is only the
TMC which is fighting with its limited strength
… people of Bengal have voted us to power thrice
because they know that I will die but never com-
promise with the BJP.”
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With the Bengal
Government already

announcing the resumption of
offline classes in schools and
colleges from November 16, the
West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education and The
West Bengal Council of Higher
Secondary Education on
Monday declared the dates of
Class X and Class 
XII board examinations next
year.

While Class X exams will
start from March 7 and end on
March 16 of 2022 the Class XII
exams will commence from
April 2 and will end on April
20 of the same year, the Boards
officials said. 

The Class XII exams will
be conducted at home centres,
officials said adding exams
would be conducted main-
taining corona protocols.
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Health Minister of Kerala Veena George
announced on Monday that the State

diagnosed 5,297 new cases of Covid-19
from 51, 577 samples tested during the last
24 hours. As 78 persons succumbed to the
pandemic during the last 24 hours, the
death toll in the State reached 32, 049.

But what stands out in the release,
according to senior Government doctors,
is the fact that the intensity of the pandemic
remained unabated. “What the
Government has done is to being down the
number of samples being tested on a daily
basis. The truth is that the Test Positivity
Rate in Kerala remains between 10 and 12
and this is not a positive development,” said
the doctor who did not want his name to
be quoted.

Jammu: A former Member of the Jammu &
Kashmir Legislative council (MLC) and a Jammu
based BJP leader Vikram Randhawa has once
again triggered a fresh row with his derogatory
remarks against the Kashmiri Muslims. Reacting
to the viral videos circulated on various social
media platforms soon after the victory of
Pakistan against the Indian cricket team in Dubai,
Vikram Randhawa, known for making irre-
sponsible statements, had demanded stern action
against the Kashmiri youth, including girls
cheering for Pakistan.  

Speaking to a representative of a local news
portal Randhawa had resorted to the use of 'filthy'
language. The remarks came close on the heels
of the four day long visit of the Union Home
Minister Amit Shan to the union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir where he had attempted to
strike an 'emotional bond'  with the local popu-
lace.

Randhawa's outbursts have triggered a fresh
row in Jammu and Kashmir with several Kashmir
based leaders demanding action against the BJP
leader. Former Chief Minister and PDP Chief
Mehbooba Mufti tweeted her angry reaction say-
ing , "No action taken against an ex BJP MLA who
calls for genocide of Kashmiris & to skin them
alive. But J&K students are charged with sedition
for merely cheering the winning team. India is
surely the mother of all democracies". PNS

Rome: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has described the outcome
of the G20 Summit here as
"fruitful" and said world leaders
had elaborate deliberations on
issues of global importance such
as fighting the pandemic,
improving health infrastruc-
ture, boosting economic coop-
eration and furthering innova-
tion.   

The G-20 leaders during
their two-day summit that con-
cluded on Sunday, adopted the
'Rome Declaration' which gives
a very strong message under the
health section with the countries
agreeing that the Covid-19
immunisation is a global public
good. "Leaving for Glasgow
after a fruitful @g20org Summit
in Rome. During the Summit,
we were able to have elaborate
deliberations on issues of glob-
al importance such as fighting
the pandemic, improving health

infrastructure, boosting eco-
nomic cooperation and fur-
thering innovation," Modi
tweeted.

Commenting on the out-
come of the summit, Italian
Prime Minister Mario Draghi
said: "It wasn't easy to reach this
agreement, it is a success. Over
recent years, #G20 countries'
capacity to work together had
diminished, but something
changed at this summit: #G20
countries were once again able
to tackle global challenges
together."

"Under the #G20Italy pres-
idency, we reformed the inter-
national tax system, overcame
health protectionism, secured
more vaccines for the world's
poorest, laid the foundations for
a more equitable recovery, and
found new ways to support the
world's poorest," Draghi tweet-
ed. PTI
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KOCHI: Schools in Kerala which
have been remained closed for the
last 21 months on account of Covid-
19 pandemic reopened for the forst
time in the academic year 2021-2022
on Monday, the anniversary of the formation of the State
in 1956.

All schools across the State spotted a festive look as
more than 40 lakh children made their way to the class-
es. “There is no compulsion on the Students and their
guardians. The children need to come to school only of
they are confident and comfortable. We have made elab-
orate arrangements to prevent the children from getting
afflicted with Covid-19,” said V Sivankutty, education-
ist and minister for school education.

He said the on-line classes would continue along with
the off-line classes to facilitate the education of students
opting to study from home. Schools have been sanitized
and the students were given detailed counselling about
the dos  and don’ts to be observed while in school.
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other words, on an average, 632
Hindus leave the country each
day with an annual exodus rate
of 230,612.

The Government appears
to have acted (whether prompt-
ly or not is open to question)
to stem the current violence.
Security personnel have moved
into the affected areas and
Border Guard Bangladesh
troopers have been posted in 22
districts. The Government has
filed 71 FIRs and rounded up
450 suspects. Additionally, PM
Sheikh Hasina has reached out
to the Hindu community and
assured them that justice will be
done.

Despite these promises,
the Hindu community remains
skeptical and concerned as
past experience suggests that
follow-up action has been tardy.
Moreover, there are indica-
tions that some members of the
ruling Awami League have
been complicit in the attacks on
Hindus.

However, there is a silver
lining in this ghastly scenario.
For the first time, Hindus have
demonstrated resilience, over-
come their intrinsic passivity,
become vocal about their rights
as citizens of Bangladesh and
clearly expressed their rage.

Rana Dasgupta, General
Secretary of the Bangladesh
Hindu Buddhist Christian
Unity Council, launched a
scathing attack on the
Government, bluntly remind-

ing all Bangladeshis of the sac-
rifices made by the Community
in the war of liberation. He
averred: “But I want to say it
clearly, we did not fight the war
of liberation to survive as a
minority. Our first and most
important identity is that we are
citizens of Bangladesh. Then
there is the identity of our reli-
gion. We fought the war of lib-
eration as freedom fighters. The
religious and ethnic minorities
of Bangladesh no longer have
faith in any political leadership
and assurance.” Keeping up
the pressure on the
Government, the Hindus also
organised a mass hunger strike
and mass sit-in protest on
October 23.

But the Hindus need to
take more concrete and sustain-
able measures to safeguard
their interests. The Hindus of
Bangladesh must explore the
possibility of forming a Hindu
Party to take leverage of their
numbers, which is by no means
insignificant. Of the 8 admin-
istrative Divisions, Hindus con-
stitute more than 10 per cent of
the population in at least 3-
Sylhet (14.5), Rangpur (13.21)
and Khulna (12.94) and
account for more than 20 per
cent of the total populations in
districts like Gopalganj,
Khulna, Maulvi bazar and
Thakurgaon. In 60 of the 300
Parliamentary seats, the Hindu
votes can be crucial to the out-
come. With some negotiation,

the Hindus can exert consider-
able influence in national gov-
ernance to their advantage

It is also important that in
the long run, the Hindus of
Bangladesh write their own
destiny without looking to
India; India’s fluctuating polit-
ical climate may not be wel-
coming to Hindus seeking
refuge in India in the future.
The anti-CAA protests were
clear evidence of this. And in
some parts of West Bengal,
where most of the Bangladeshi
Hindus are likely to gravitate to,
the environment has become
decidedly anti-Hindu with a
significant number of Hindus
being killed in the aftermath of
Mamta Banerjees electoral vic-
tory. While Sheikh Hasina
must be commended for trying
to calm the situation, she needs
to do more to inspire confi-
dence in the Hindu
Community. On their part,
the Hindus must continue to
organise themselves better elec-
torally and take whatever mea-
sures necessary to protect their
lives and safeguard their prop-
erty to prevent their total dec-
imation.

If not, Prof Abul Barakat’s
clairvoyance may prove true
that, “there will be no Hindus
left in Bangladesh in 3 decades.”

(The author is a US-based
academic and political commen-
tator and writes on current
affairs in India. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — India recorded its second lowest
total in T20 cricket and its World Cup
dream this year has virtually ended.
Apparently, the Indian team does not
respect their opponent's abilities and
hence, don't face them with a strong
mind. India is losing matches after
matches, that too, in a humiliating way,
earlier against Pakistan and now the
Kiwis. The BCCI had appointed the for-
mer Indian captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni as ‘mentor’ but after the Pak and
Kiwis match, nobody knows what the
mentor is doing there? However, it’s
heartening to see Indian captain Virat
Kohli very rightly praising and hugging
the opponents and standing by his team
and also speaking up against the spine-
less trolls that Mohammed Shami faced
on social media.

It’s hard to understand why Ishan
Kishan came to open and Rohit Sharma
came at number three. Wonder why the
most experienced spinner Ashwin is
warming the bench. Except for Ravindra
Jadeja, Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed
Shami, all others need to be given a good
whip and rested for the next few series. 

Bidyut K Chatterjee | Faridabad


��������
�����
���
������
Sir — In terms of ethics or morality, there
lies absolutely no difference between an
Indian citizen supporting Pakistan in an
Indo-Pak game and a British citizen (of
Indian origin), supporting India in an
Indo-England game. Period. And it is
absolutely meaningless to invoke the one-
sided Partition story in the Indo-Pak
cricketing context. Yes, innumerable
Hindus got butchered in West Punjab and
East Bengal; but innocent Muslims also
faced the same horror during the may-
hem. Yes, the Partition of India happened
only because of intolerance and commu-
nal hatred, which a large section of
Hindus and Muslims possessed in their
hearts towards each other. Had such fis-
sure not existed, Partition would have
been thwarted fair and square.

If Sunil Gavaskar didn't get infuriat-
ed with Indians cheering for Pakistan in

the Srinagar ODI against West Indies, and
holds genuine respect for Imran Khan as
a cricketer, if Virat Kohli doesn't hesitate
to hug Mohammad Rizwan after a Pak
win; I wonder why the self-proclaimed
“nationalists” and a section of the media
turn a mere cricket game to a “war” of
sorts and question the patriotism of true
cricket admirers if they applaud the skill
of any Pakistani cricketer. 

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — Mamata Banerjee has realised the
“possibilities” not long ago. The massive
Assembly win in West Bengal has inject-
ed fresh hopes in her. This is her third
term there, and the Trinamool Congress
chief wants to expand her footprints far
and wide. She believes a pan-India
appeal will hold her in good stead
ahead. The TMC leader would not be so
naive to immediately fancy her chances
in States like Uttar Pradesh and Goa.

However, politics is not always about a
win; it is more about making a firm state-
ment of intent. 

Seen against this backdrop, Mamata
has been able to make a good impact in
Goa which will elect a new Assembly in
2022. Her immaculate planning came to
the fore when she was able to convince
the former two — time Goa Chief
Minister Luizinho Faleiro, serving his
seventh term as a legislator, to join the
Trinamool Congress party. Faleiro was
a Congress stalwart, and Mamata
Banerjee is aiming at more disgruntled
Congress legislators and leaders. Though
Arvind Kejriwal's Aam Aadmi Party has
a robust presence in Goa, if Mamata and
Kejriwal join hands then nothing is
impossible, though the Trinamool chief
wants her party to fight all alone.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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The recent spate of violence
targeting the Hindus of
Bangladesh is a grim
reminder of the sad plight

of Hindu minorities in that coun-
try. Classified as belonging to a
secondary religion as per the
Constitution, the Hindus are easy
prey for radical fundamentalists
who continue to harass them
with impunity.

The current round of atroci-
ties erupted on Oct 13, in Comilla,
following a fake social media
post that claimed that Hindus had
insulted Islam; eventually it was
found to be the handiwork of a 35-
year-old Muslim named Iqbal
Hossain. Nevertheless, without
any confirmation, Muslim mob
went on rampage in different
parts of the country, killing and
injuring Hindus, damaging Hindu
property and desecrating Hindu
temples and Durga Puja pandals.

In Noakhali, a 500-strong
mob vandalised the ISKCON
temple and killed one devotee.
And in a village in Rangapur dis-
trict, 66 Hindu homes were dam-
aged and 20 residences were burnt
down. Anti-Hindu violence is
not a new phenomenon in
Bangladesh and occurs at regular
intervals. In fact, Noakhali was the
scene of the horrific massacre of
over 5,000 Hindus during
Partition.

This increasingly vicious cli-
mate in Bangladesh (labeled as
“Jihadistan” by the exiled
Bangladeshi writer Taslima
Nasreen), has resulted in an unre-
lenting exodus of Hindus from
Bangladesh. In 1940, Hindus con-
stituted 28 per cent of the popu-
lation. Today, they barely make up
8.5 per cent, accounting for 12.73
million out of a total population
of 149.7 million as per the 2011
Bangladesh census. The formation
of Bangladesh in 1971 did not slow
down this outward migration.
More recent reports are still more
depressing; the Hindu population
was tagged at 7 per cent in 2016.

Abul Barakat, a Dhaka
University Professor, in his book
Political economy of reforming
agriculture-land-water bodies in
Bangladesh, states that around
11.3 million Hindus fled
Bangladesh from 1964 to 2013 due
to religious discrimination. In
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Even as the UN climate
change conference COP
26 proceeds, craze for

electric vehicles go up, the
world faces a new crisis as
the lithium-ion battery sup-
ply chain hits a number of
obstacles, high environmen-
tal concerns and shortage
affecting the nascent indus-
try. Highest rise in lithium
prices may put the search for
alternative fuel or even solar
energy in jeopardy.

Not-so-rich countries like
India need to apply caution on
automobile policy, including
scrapping of ten-year-old
operational, mostly low pol-
lution Euro IV and VI vehi-
cles. The semi-conductor
shortage has put a number of
industries on their toes. Now
battery shortages are emerg-
ing as blocking growth.

The developing and not-
so-developed countries have
to take steps to avoid taking
a hit on their economy by
junking vehicles. It costs India
�11 trillion. This is not
required. The pace that coun-
tries like India are trying to
junk should be a concern. It
can put an aspiring, high-
moving economy to an
unprecedented thaw. The con-
cern is becoming global,
though the industry is trying
to sweep the problem under
the carpet.

Is India a special target of
the large economies? That is
a potential question emerging
at the latest COP 26. The west
is the worst polluter but they
envy the growth of India as it
would make many of the
western producers redundant
as a rising India would have

the potential to grow and
produce independently.

The climate talks are
being couched in good words
to keep India dependent on
the developed economies by
putting up economic barriers,
including so called concern
for the environment. This
hits India hard. India has a
good record on pollution
control but NGT-like organ-
isations have to relook it from
a purely swadeshi angle. All
that the West says and pontif-
icates is not suitable for India.
It cannot take the burden of

world’s large sinners on itself.
Traditionally India has an
impeccable record of con-
cern for the ecology.

Industry cannot be
allowed to pollute but that
also means that norms in
India have to come in practice
gradually and not all of a sud-
den.

The production of new
vehicles is hit the world-over.
With the economy just pick-
ing up in India, giving up the
country’s existing strength is
impractical. Pollution may be
a concern but it should not be
used to stop the nation’s
growth because of a policy
that may cause more prob-
lems. Wealth is generated
gradually. People themselves
with better economic health
change to new technologies
but forcing them to do so

without allowing them to
consolidate their economic
positions may cause severe
damage to the nation.

The auto industry prob-
lems are mounting. Tesla
CEO Elon Musk says that his
company does not have
enough batteries to put new
products like semi-heavy duty
truck production. It shows
that dependence on unproven
new technologies can wreck
the economies and most of
the benefits imagined are far
from reality.

Globally now it is realised
that scrappage policy has
been followed by a temporary
boost in demand in the auto
manufacturing sector in the
US and Europe. It led to eco-
nomic slowdown in the man-
ufacturing sector and con-
sumption due to recession. 

It is gradually dawning on
the world that supposed tar-
gets to cut carbon emission
from China to the US cannot
be met without rechargeable
batteries. Each battery
replacement adds to the prob-
lems of pollution as the
scrapped battery adds to dis-
posal hazards. It leaves toxic
traces in large tracts and adds
to the same problem of tack-
ling pollution in a more dif-
ficult and widespread manner.

The latest is the emerging
concept of circular economy.
In such an economy, products,
materials, equipment and
infrastructure are kept in use
for longer, thus improving
productivity. The old vehicles
add to the strength of the
economy by keeping a signif-
icant low-end or marginally
growing population highly

mobile.
India has over an estimat-

ed 10.2 million vehicles that
are older than 15 years,
including 17 lakh commercial
vehicles. Actual numbers
would be far more. As a drive
is on to scrap all these vehi-
cles, it may hit the just rising
post-corona pandemic econ-
omy hard.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is doing a fine job of
talking to global leaders at
COP26 on reducing global
temperature but India has to
be cautious about falling into
a western trap and must set its
own independent course.

The days ahead are diffi-
cult. Let countries like India
completely review all new
climate policies and go slow
on them rather than rush into
a difficult situation.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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In July 2021, the G7 meeting of
Finance Ministers of advanced
economies agreed on a framework to
tax multinational companies that

stands on two pillars, a global minimum
corporate tax rate of 15 per cent and sec-
ondly, “reaching an equitable solution on
the allocation of taxing rights, with mar-
ket countries awarded taxing rights on at
least 20 per cent of profit exceeding a 10
per cent margin for the largest and most
profitable multinational enterprises”.

Meanwhile, 136 countries, including
India,were involved in the efforts being
made by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD)
on arriving at the BEPS (base erosion and
profit shifting) framework agreement for
taxing profits of the MNCs. On October
8, 2021, these countries signed on the
above proposal of G-7 with slight change
in the share of profit that source country
gets to tax under second pillar.

The OECD action plan requires
MNCs to pay taxes at a minimum 15 per-
cent where ever they operate and offers 25
per cent share in profits in excess of 10 per-
cent to be reallocated to market countries.
It also says “no newly enacted digital ser-
vices taxes (DSTs) or other relevant sim-
ilar measures will be imposed on any com-
pany from October 8, 2021, and until the
earlier of December 31, 2023, or the com-
ing into force of the MLC (multilateral
convention).”

The deal suffers from certain infirmi-
ties. Let us understand with the help of an
illustration. Consider an MNC, say
Amazon, whose home country is USA; it
has all its customers located in India who
buy goods and services on former’s on-line
platform and it has a 100 per cent invest-
ment arm/subsidiary registered in a low-
tax jurisdiction, say, Ireland.

If Amazon were to have a subsidiary
registered in India and record the revenue
from sales to Indian customers in this very
subsidiary (this indeed is the right way to
go), it would have paid tax on such income
to the Government of India. However, it
does not follow this route. Instead, it asks
its subsidiary in Ireland to raises invoice
on Indian customers even as the Indian
entity is crafted more like a service com-
pany or commission agent to the parent
firm. This dubious arrangement ensures
that almost all of the income from Indian
operations is shown in the books of Irish
subsidiary. Amazon’s business being in
digital mode — transcending physical
boundaries — it is easier for the compa-
ny to obfuscate the real nature of the trans-
action. 

Since the revenue is recorded in the
books of the Irish subsidiary, the right to
collect tax is vested with the Government
of Ireland. Being a tax haven, Amazon
either pays very little or no tax in that juris-
diction. Not having to pay any tax in India
either (as no income is shown here), it gets
away not paying tax anywhere. 

No wonder, the source countries are
losing billions of dollars in tax revenue; the
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loss for India is about $10 billion
annually.

The logical way to prevent
this loss is for the source country,
where the profits are earned, to
capture and tax them. This was rec-
ommended in a draft paper on
“Taxing digital companies” released
by the OECD on October 9, 2019.
It stated: “Profits of MNCs should
be available for taxation in the
country where their customers
are, irrespective of any physical
presence in that market.”

The developed countries led by
USA have given it a new twist by
bringing in the concept of corpo-
rate offshore minimum tax. They
have picked up things from a law
enacted by the Trump administra-
tion (2017) to impose” Global
Intangible Low-Taxed Income
(GILTI). GILTI is applied on the
offshore income of US-based
MNCs having subsidiaries in low-
tax countries at 10.5 per cent.

In our illustration, being the
home country of Amazon, the
sole objective of the US is to col-
lect tax on the entire income
earned by its Irish subsidiary. The
US administration is least bothered
that the company is deriving its
income mostly from Indian cus-
tomers and that the GOI has a right
to collect tax on it.  

If the administration were to
have its way, it would want Amazon
to conduct its global business from
its base in US so that it gets to tax
its income from wherever it earns.
Since, in an inter-dependent world,

this is not possible, it is looking for
options whereby its home-grown
MNCs are prevented from setting
up subsidiaries outside USA.
Hence, it came up with GMCT
which President Joe Biden wanted
to be set at 21 per cent but was
eventually lowered to 15 percent.It
is patently unfair.

It will interfere with the sov-
ereign right of a country to deter-
mine ‘what should be its tax pol-
icy’ and leave no room to adjust
tax rate to attract investment. For
instance, India will not be able to
lower the corporate tax to below
15 per cent currently applicable to
new entities in the manufacturing
sector. That apart, it does nothing
to tackle the core problem of prof-
it shifting.

For instance, the levy of tax at
21 per cent — against the prevail-
ing low of 15 percent (new man-
ufacturing units) — will not result
in additional tax collection to
fully offset the loss resulting from
profit shifting. 

As for distribution of profit for
the purpose of taxing rights, the
agreement allocates to the ‘source’
country taxing rights only to the
extent of 25 per cent of the prof-
it. Who gets the right to collect tax
on the balance 75 per cent? The
US and other developed countries
who are home to majority of the
MNCs want this right to be with
them.  

This is abhorrent. 
How can a country (read

India) from where the MNC gets

all its revenue and profit be treat-
ed as residual, getting the right to
tax only 25 per cent? On the other
hand, how can a country (USA)
which has no contribution to rev-
enue get away with collecting tax
on 75 percent of the profit?

True, from its real intent of
pouncing on 100 per cent of the
profit recorded in the books of its
investment arm or subsidiary in a
tax haven for garnering tax, USA
has come down to 75 per cent but
it continues to deny Indian
Government its legitimate share in
tax revenue. Earlier, the tax loot
(albeit from India) was kept
entirely by MNCs; now a big slice
of this will go to the US and other
developed countries.

To conclude, India should
pester OECD to drop the GCMT
idea; individual countries should
have the freedom to decide the tax
rate. As for the second pillar, ide-
ally the source country from
where an offshore firm is deriving
its income, should have the sole
right to collect tax on it. Yet, if at
all ‘non-source’ countries are to be
given something, they should get
it on residual basis say 20-25 per-
cent.  

Modi should also not agree to
withdraw the ‘equalization levy’ (a
DST introduced in 2016/2020 in
lieu of tax on profits) which under
the OECD action plan is required
to be done before the new tax rules
take effect. The levy should be
withdrawn on the date new regime
comes into force. 

(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)
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Glasgow: British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson on
Monday opened the COP26
climate summit in Glasgow,
with a warning about the world
leaders' meeting being the
world's James Bond moment to
save the planet.

"It is one minute to mid-
night and we need to act now,"
Johnson said as he opened day
one of the two-day World
Leaders' Summit of the 26th
Conference of Parties (COP26)
to the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) at
the Scottish Event Campus
(SEC) in Glasgow.

"We are in roughly the
same position my fellow glob-
al leaders as James Bond today
except that the tragedy is this
is not a movie… the doomsday
device is real," he said, referring
to the fictional spy who often
ends his films fighting to stop
a force from ending the world.

Johnson warned that two
degrees more to global tem-
peratures will jeopardise food

supplies, three degrees more
will bring more wildfires and
cyclones, while four degrees
and "we say goodbye to whole
cities".

Alongside Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, around 120
world leaders have gathered for
the summit to achieve a con-
sensus on implementing the
targets agreed during the COP
summit held in Paris in 2015
and set “ambitious” targets to
cut carbon emissions. Singling
out some of the biggest
economies of the world in the
US and China,

During the high-
profile segment of the World
Leaders' Summit, Prime
Minister Modi will be pre-
senting the formal position on
India's climate action agenda
and lay out the best practices
and achievements in the sector
at the COP26 summit.

In his address,
Johnson warned that unless
global temperatures are
brought down towards 1.5
Celsius, the world may have to

say goodbye to whole cities.
"Miami and

Shanghai lost beneath the
waves. The longer we fail to act,
the worse it gets, and the high-
er the price when we are even-
tually forced by catastrophe to
act because humanity has long
since run down the clock on
climate change,” he warned.

During the keynote
speech, Johnson made refer-
ence to a speech delivered by
teenage climate change activist
Greta Thunberg in which she
lambasted empty promises
made by political leaders by
saying "blah blah blah". 

Speaking at a youth sum-
mit last month in Milan, Italy,

Thunberg had said: “Build
back better. Blah, blah, blah.
Green economy. Blah blah
blah. Net zero by 2050. Blah,
blah, blah."

Johnson countered that by
saying that unless world lead-
ers act, "all those promises will
be nothing but blah, blah,
blah". “It is the children who
will judge us, and their chil-
dren. And we are now coming
centre stage before a vast and
uncountable audience of pos-
terity and we mustn't bluff our
lines or miss our cue because
if we fail, they will not forgive
us,” said Johnson, as part of
Britain's presidency of the
COP26 summit.

They will know that
Glasgow was the historic turn-
ing point when history failed to
turn. They will judge us with
bitterness and resentment that
eclipses any of the climate
activists of today and they will
indeed be right. COP26 will not
and cannot be the end of the
story on climate change," he
said. PTI

Glasgow: It's time for more
than 130 world leaders to feel
the heat. They will traipse to
the podium Monday and
Tuesday at crucial internation-
al climate talks in Scotland and
talk about what their country
is going to do about the threat
of global warming. From U.S.
President Joe Biden to
Seychelles President Wavel
John Charles Ramkalawan,
they are expected to say how
their nation will do its utmost,
challenge colleagues to do more
and generally turn up the
rhetoric.

“Humanity has long since
run down the clock on climate
change,” British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson was expected to
say during Monday's opening
session, according to partial
remarks released by his office
late Sunday. “It's one minute to
midnight and we need to act
now.”

The biggest names, includ-
ing Biden, Johnson, India's
Narendra Modi, France's
Emmanuel Macron and
Ibrahim Solih, president of

hard hit Maldives, will take the
stage Monday.

And then the leaders will
leave. The idea is that they
will do the big political give-
and-take, setting out broad
outlines of agreement, and
then have other government
officials hammer out the nag-
ging but crucial details. That's
what worked to make the  his-
toric 2015 Paris climate deal a
success, former U.N. Climate
Secretary Christiana Figueres
told The Associated Press. 

“For heads of state, it is
actually a much better use of
their strategic thinking,”
Figueres said. 

In Paris, the two signature
goals — trying to limit warm-
ing to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7
degrees Fahrenheit) since pre-
industrial times and net zero
carbon emissions by 2050 —
were created by this leaders-
first process, Figueres said. In
the unsuccessful 2009
Copenhagen meeting the lead-
ers swooped in at the end.

Thousands lined up in a
chilly wind in the Scottish city

of Glasgow on Monday to get
through a bottleneck at the
entrance to the venue. But
what will be noticeable are a
handful of major absences at
the summit known as COP26.

Xi Jinping, president of
top carbon-polluting nation
China, won't be in Glasgow.
Figueres said his absence isn't
that big a deal because he isn't
leaving the country during the
pandemic and his climate
envoy is a veteran negotiator.
Biden, however, has chided
China and Russia for their less
than ambitious efforts to curb
emissions and blamed them for
a disappointing statement on
climate change from the Group
of 20 summit of the world's
largest economies in Rome
this weekend.

Perhaps more troublesome
for the U.N. Summit is the
absence of several small nations
from the Pacific islands that
couldn't make it because of
COVID-19 restrictions and
logistics. That's a big problem
because their voices relay
urgency, Figueres said. AP

New Delhi: There has been a
significant increase in targeted
killings, blasphemy cases, forced
conversions, and hate speech
against religious minorities in
Pakistan, including the
Ahmadis, Shia Muslims,
Hindus, Christians and Sikhs,
the European Asylum Support
Office said in a report.

Militant groups continued
to attack religious minorities in
the country, the report said.

This report is an update to
the previous EASO COI
"Pakistan–Security Situation"
published in October 2020.

In 2020 and during the
first seven months of 2021,
several terror groups, including
Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan, Al
Qaeda, Islamic State-Khorasan

and the Haqqani Network, have
been reportedly present in
Pakistan and continue to carry
out attacks in the country.

The groups frequently carry
out targeted killings using dif-
ferent types of IEDs, suicide
attacks, kidnappings, grenade
blasts, rocket attacks and sabo-
tage acts, the report said.

In 2020 and during the
first half of 2021, 344 civilians
were reportedly killed as a result
of violence in Pakistan.

Pakistani security forces
carried out 47 operations and
raids against militants in 2020.

During the same period,
security operations and armed
clashes were reported in all the
four provinces of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan,

Punjab and Sindh. These oper-
ations resulted in the killing of
146 people including 129 mili-
tants and 17 security forces
personnel.

Over 26,500 Pakistanis
applied for asylum in 2019 and
almost 12,000 did from January
to September 2020, Samaa TV
reported. However, compared to
the same period in 2019, the
number of Pakistani asylum
applications between January
and September 2020 decreased
by 37 per cent because of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

At the end of September
2020, close to 19,200 Pakistani
cases were awaiting a first-
instance decision, down from
almost 21,200 cases at the end
of 2019. IANS
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The Chinese capital Beijing further
tightened measures on Monday to

contain the recent spike in cases, ask-
ing residents who travelled to other
areas of the country that reported a
surge to put off their return plans as
cases continued to climb nationally,
raising concerns about the efficacy of
the Zero-COVID policy.

The Beijing Health Commission
announced that residents who are on
trips outside of the city should postpone
their return if they have visited locations
that have reported confirmed cases dur-
ing the same period.

“People who have already come
back to Beijing from travels should
report their tracks to local communi-
ties, hotels or companies immediately
and start self-quarantine," the com-
mission said. The city govern-
ment is asking residents not to go out
of the city when it's not absolutely nec-
essary since the epidemic outbreak has
involved 16 municipalities, provinces

and autonomous regions.
Health officials are visiting resi-

dential compounds to physically veri-
fy the travel records of the people liv-
ing there.

After reporting over 20 cases last
month, Beijing officially reported no
new locally transmitted cases on
Sunday.

Beijing local government is step-
ping up measures as the ruling
Communist Party of China (CPC) is set
to host its Plenum, a high-power pol-
icy-making body from November 8-11
in which over 370 officials were expect-
ed to take part.

The meeting is being held ahead of
next year's party conference for lead-
ership change. The city is also
gearing up to host the Winter Olympics
in February next year for which hun-
dreds of international athletes are
expected to participate.

“If you have fever, cough and other
symptoms, please do not have meals
together or participate in parties … go
to the fever clinic of a nearby hospital

as soon as possible, do not take medi-
cine on your own, so as not to delay the
treatment opportunity,” the commission
said. Meanwhile, Covid-19 cases
continued to rise in different parts of
the country testing China's zero virus
policy, under which China strictly
restricted international travel followed
by 21-day quarantine to those includ-
ing diplomats returning to their posts
in the country.

On Monday China's National
Health Commission reported 92 Covid-
19  cases in the country including 59
new locally transmitted cases on
Sunday. China continues to ban
travellers from India and other South
Asian countries as part of the Zero-
Covid-19  policy despite criticism that
coronavirus has now turned endemic
and the cases continue to surface in dif-
ferent provinces and cities.

Whenever cases increase, hun-
dreds of officials resort to testing and
tracing millions of residents besides
banning local flights and trains to con-
tain the spread.

Jerusalem: Israel on Monday
authorised some 1,300
Palestinian homes in the occu-
pied West Bank days after
advancing plans to build more
than 3,000 housing units for
Jewish settlers.

The Israeli Government
says it is adopting a moderate
approach with the aim of min-
imizing friction with the US —
which is opposed to settlements
— and tensions within its rul-
ing coalition, which includes
parties from across the politi-
cal spectrum.

The Palestinians and rights
groups say the newly autho-
rized homes meet only a small
fraction of the need in the 60
per cent of the West Bank that
is under full Israeli control. 

Military permits for
Palestinian construction are
rarely granted and unautho-
rized structures are often
demolished.An Israeli security
official confirmed the approval
of the Palestinian housing, say-

ing it authorized existing
homes and gave permission to
build new ones, without pro-
viding a breakdown. 
The official spoke on condition
of anonymity in line with reg-
ulations.

Israel captured the West
Bank in the 1967 Mideast war,
and the Palestinians want it to
form the main part of their
future state. 

Today, the territory is
home to more than 2.5 million
Palestinians and nearly 500,000
Jewish settlers.

The Palestinians and most
of the international communi-
ty view the settlements as a vio-
lation of international law. 

The Palestinians say the
continuous expansion of set-
tlements since 1967 has made
it virtually impossible to estab-
lish a viable state alongside
Israel.  A two-state solution is
still seen internationally as the
only realistic way of resolving
the decades-old conflict. AP

Manila: Philippines forces have
killed a key rebel commander in
one of Asia's longest-running
insurgencies, in what the mili-
tary described as a daring raid
in the country's remote south-
ern region, but what guerrilla
leaders claimed was an ambush.

Jorge Madlos, who used
the nom de guerre Ka Oris, was
for many decades a leading fig-
ure and spokesman for the
communist fighters in the
southern Philippines's moun-
tainous hinterlands.

Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana on Monday said
government forces killed
Madlos in the Bukidnon
province on Saturday. 
He described the rebel's death
as a major blow to the already-
battered New People's Army
guerrilla group. 

Regional military com-
mander Maj. Gen. Romeo
Brawner said villagers tipped off
the military about the presence
of about 30 rebels, who were
holding discussions with resi-
dents in a far-flung village near

Impasug-ong town. 
Fighter planes were

deployed to fire rockets on the
rebel positions, which the mil-
itary said was protected by land
mines, before a ground assault
was ordered.

After a gunbattle that raged
for less than an hour, troops
found the bodies of the 72-year-
old Madlos and his medical
aide, their assault rifles and
ammunition, Brawner said.

“Justice has been served
for those innocent civilians and
their communities he terrorised
for several decades,” Brawner
told reporters. The guer-
rillas, however, said in a state-
ment posted on a website linked
with the group that the long-ail-
ing Madlos was travelling with
a rebel medic on a motorcycle
to get medical treatment when
government forces gunned
them down. 

The rebels said both Madlos
and his companion were
unarmed and added that no
military airstrike or gunbattle
took place. AP

Canberra: Sydney's international airport
came alive with tears, embraces and
laughter on Monday as Australia opened
its border for the first time in 20
months, with some arriving travellers
removing mandatory masks to see the
faces of loved ones they've been separated
from for so long.

“Just being able to come home with-
out having to go to quarantine is huge,”
Carly Boyd, a passenger who travelled
from New York, told reporters at
Sydney's Kingsford-Smith Airport,
where Peter Allen's unofficial national
anthem “I Still Call Australia Home” was
playing.

“There's a lot of people on that flight
who have loved ones who are about to
die or have people who died this week.
So for them to be able to get off the plane
and go see them straight away is pretty
amazing,” Boyd added. PTI

London: Greenland has lost 3.5
trillion tonnes of ice over the
past decade, increasing the
global sea level by one cen-
timetre and heightening the
risk of flooding worldwide,
according to a study published
on Monday.

The international team of
researchers made use of mea-
surements from the European
Space Agency (ESA)'s CryoSat-
2 satellite mission, using esti-
mates of surface elevation
change over time.

The study, published in
the journal Nature
Communications, is the first to
use satellite data to detect this
phenomenon -- known as ice
sheet runoff -- from 
space.

"Observations show that
extreme melt events in
Greenland have become more
frequent and more intense -- as
well as more erratic -- which is
a global problem,” said study
co-author Lin Gilbert from
University College London
(UCL) in the UK. PTI

Sanaa: At least 10 civilians were
killed and 25 wounded when
two ballistic missiles from
Yemen's Houthi rebels stuck a
religious educational facility
in the central province of
Marib, officials said on
Monday. 

The missiles hit Dar al-
Hadith - a religious school
and a mosque - in the residen-
tial neighbourhood of al-Aumd
late Sunday and the casualties
included women and children,
they said.

The attack also damaged
nearby houses, said the officials
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorized to brief media.

There was no immediate
comment from the Iranian-
backed Houthis, who have
attempted for months to take
oil-rich Marib to complete
their control over the northern
half of Yemen. AP
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India's merchandise exports
in October rose 42.33 per

cent to USD 35.47 billion,
according to provisional data
released by the government on
Monday.

The exports stood at USD
24.92 billion in October 2020
and USD 26.23 billion in
October 2019.

“India's merchandise
exports in October 2021 was
USD 35.47 billion, an increase
of 42.33 per cent over USD

24.92 billion in October 2020
and an increase of 35.21 per
cent over USD 26.23 billion in
October 2019,” as per an offi-
cial statement.

The merchandise imports
surged 62.49 per cent to USD
55.37 billion from USD 34.07
billion in October 2020. It was
USD 37.99 billion in October
2019.

As per the data, the trade
deficit in October 2021 was
USD 19.9 billion and USD
98.71 billion during April-
October 2021. 
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The BSE Sensex made an
emphatic comeback on

Monday after three sessions of
heavy losses as participants
returned to equities amid
robust corporate earnings and
positive macro economic data.
Global markets too stayed in
the positive territory ahead of
key central bank meetings this
week, including in the US,
Britain and Australia.
Reclaiming the 60,000 level, the
30-share Sensex rallied 831.53
points or 1.40 per cent to close
at 60,138.46. Similarly, the NSE
Nifty rose 258 points or 1.46
per cent to 17,929.65. IndusInd
Bank stole the show in the
Sensex pack, surging 7.46 per
cent, followed by Bharti Airtel,
HCL Tech, Tata Steel, Tech
Mahindra, Dr Reddy's and SBI.
Market major HDFC advanced
1.74 per cent after the mortgage
lender reported a 32 per cent
rise in standalone net profit to
Rs 3,780 crore for the
September quarter.
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India's Goods and Services
Tax (GST) collection surged

to �1.30 lakh crore in October,
the second highest since its
implementation in July 2017,
indicating economic recovery
from the Covid-19 pandemic
and impact of festive demand,
a Finance Ministry statement
said on Monday.

The highest GST collection
of �1.41 lakh crore was record-
ed in April 2021.

This is the fourth time in
a row when the GST collection
was upwards of �1 lakh crore.
The collection from GST was
�1.17 lakh crore in September,
2021.

Tax collections last month
on goods sold and services ren-
dered was 24 per cent higher
than in October 2020, and up
36 per cent over 2019-20.

"The gross GST revenue
collected in the month of
October 2021 is �1,30,127
crore of which CGST is
�23,861 crore, SGST is �30,421
crore, IGST is �67,361 crore

(including � 32,998 crore col-
lected on import of goods) and
Cess is � 8,484 crore (includ-
ing �699 crore collected on
import of goods)," the state-
ment said.

CGST refers to Central
Goods and Services Tax, SGST
(State Goods and Service Tax)
and IGST (Integrated Goods
and Services Tax).

The increase is very much
in line with the trend in eco-
nomic recovery and this is
also evident from the trend in
the e-way bills generated every
month since the second wave.

The revenues would have
still been higher if the sales of
cars and other products had
not been affected on account of
disruption in supply of semi-
conductors, it added.

During October, revenues
from import of goods were 39
per cent higher and the rev-
enues from domestic transac-
tions (including import of ser-
vices) were 19 per cent higher
than the revenues from these
sources during the same month
last year.
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India's manufacturing sector
activities gained further

strength in October as compa-
nies scaled up production and
stepped up input purchasing in
anticipation of further
improvements in demand, a

monthly survey said on
Monday.

Robust gains in new work
aided production growth in
October as output and new
orders expanded at fastest rates
in seven months, while busi-
ness optimism hit a six-month
high, the survey said.

The seasonally adjusted
IHS Markit India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) rose
from 53.7 in September to
55.9 in October, pointing to the
strongest improvement in over-
all operating conditions since
February.
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Seeking to protect honest
bank employees, the

Government has come out
with the 'staff accountability
framework' under which offi-
cers concerned will not be
hauled up in case bonafide
decisions involving loans up to
�50 crore go wrong.

The framework will cover
only genuine decisions and
not those involving malfea-
sance or malafide intentions,
according to the norms issued
by the Finance Ministry.

It specifies details and the
procedures to be followed for
scrutinising such acts of omis-
sion and commission on the
part of bank officials con-
cerned. 

To  save them from unnec-
essary hassle, the framework
also provides for resolution of
such cases against bankers.
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In an attempt to promote
dairy farming in Uttar

Pradesh, the Government of
Uttar Pradesh has requested
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB) to manage the
Varanasi Milk Union for a
period of five years. NDDB has
accepted the request of
strengthening state’s dairy
cooperative business. A
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to this
effect was signed between State
government , Pradeshik
Cooperative Dairy Federation
Ltd (PCDF), Varanasi Milk
Union and NDDB during a vir-
tual ceremony on Monday.

Lakshmi Narayan
Chaudhari, Minister of Animal
Husbandry, Dairy
Development & Fisheries, Uttar
Pradesh, Atul Chaturvedi,
Secretary, AHD, Govt of India,
Meenesh Shah, Chairman,
NDDB were present on the
occasion. Chaudhari said that

in line with Prime Minister’s
Narendra Modi’s aim of dou-
bling farmers’ income, this
developmental initiative of
NDDB will motivate and
involve milk producers and
provide them the required eco-
nomic resilience.

This MoU will provide
milk producers of Uttar
Pradesh the essential market
access, while broadly keeping
in view sustainability and via-
bility of the overall opera-
tions. Using biogas to run
Varanasi Milk Union’s dairy
plant will be a path-breaking
innovation. This unique tech-
nology-driven initiative, will
eventually bring rural pros-
perity. 

He appreciated NDDB’s
expertise in setting up modern
dairy plants across India and
making them profitable. 

Chairman, NDDB assured
necessary support to Varanasi
Milk Union so as to enable
them better serve their mem-
bers. 
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Amid reports of shortage of
fertilisers to several States,

the Government on Monday
said that there will  be more
than adequate supply of crop
nutrients, including urea and
DAP, in November and asked
the State Government to take
strict action against hoarders
and those engaged in black
marketing. 

Through a video message
posted on Twitter, Union
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Monday said that the
department has made plans to
make available 76 lakh tonnes
of urea for November as against
the demand of 41 lakh tonnes
by states after reviewing the
availability of fertilisers across

the country.
The sowing of rabi (winter-

sown) crops, including wheat
and mustard, has already start-
ed from last month.

Dispelling the rumours of
shortage, Mandaviya said 18
lakh tonnes of DAP (di-ammo-
nium phosphate) has been
made available as against the
projected demand of 17 lakh
tonnes. 

As much as 30 lakh tonnes
of NPK nutrients will be sup-
plied this month as against the
demand of 17 lakh tonnes.

"The Government has
made arrangements to supply
more fertilisers than required
in November. Hence, I appeal
to all farmers not to get carried
away by rumours of shortage
and request not to hoard fer-
tilisers," Mandaviya said.
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AY.4.2 is a Delta subvariant
that has now spread to at
least 42 different countries.

India has recorded 17 confirmed
cases of AY 4.2 variant from differ-
ent states like Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Jammu and Kashmir. It is a
generic analysis which is not usu-
ally done in all COVID positive
cases. So, the actual number could
be more. 

This variant is showing the
mutations in spike protein that
have initially been reported from
the UK, Russia and China. Since it's
a new variant, the major concern
is that it could be an immune
escape variant and the existing
antibodies might not protect us
against it. 

We are seeing a rising number
of cases in India and the festival
season is upon us. 

The question is what is the pos-
sibility of a third wave in India?
How worried should we be? Dr
Ankita Baidya,  Consultant-
Infectious Diseases, Manipal
Hospital, New Delhi tells us that if
the precautions and the COVID
appropriate behavior is not fol-
lowed, there are chances that we
might soon face another wave.
Continuing COVID appropriate
behaviour and precautions, might
save us from a third wave. 

She adds that new variants

will keep coming up and they
might also spread rapidly. In that
case, if people are not taking pre-
cautions, the third wave is not far
away. 

It is being said that it could be
more transmissible than Delta and
the existing vaccines might not
work. “The concern is that there is
a mutation in spike protein against
which the major antibodies are
what the vaccine antibodies are tar-
geting. So, in that case, there are
chances that these antibodies will
not work the same way,” says Dr
Baidya. 

She adds that the vaccines
need to be updated with more
research but there are chances that
the vaccine effect would be low or
the antibody cocktail effect could
be lower than pre-existing antibod-
ies.  

Most important measure to
be taken in case of a third wave is
that if it even hits the nation
despite taking all the precautions
because of the new COVID vari-
ants that are emerging, we have to
have our healthcare infrastructure
ready. In all sense, no oxygen
shortage, no medical supply short-
age is acceptable when we have
seen the bad second wave in our
country. And the loopholes now
have to be corrected so that no lives
are lost due to unavailability of
treatment.

Symptoms are mostly going to
be the same. “Only slight variation
could be seen in the way it is pre-
sented. Same symptoms as of pre-
vious variants such as fever, cough
and cold joint pain, malaise could
be seen,” Dr Baidya tells us. 

If you have a travel history
from a place where such strains are
circulating, get yourself checked
and inform the authorities, inform
your doctor that you have traveled
to the states. 

PRECAUTIONS
Precautions are the same that

we have been talking about since
last one and half years, practicing
COVID appropriate behaviour. We
need a tightly fitted mask covering
our nose, practicing hand hygiene,
following social distancing in this
festive season even if you're going
out. Wear your mask, try to main-
tain distance and avoid going to
crowded places. 

During this festive season if we
take care of the precautions we can
avoid the third wave.

Dr Baidya says that hand
hygiene is also very important.
Don't touch your eyes, nose and
mouth once you are out without
sanitizing or washing your eyes.
Take care of your health, do regu-
lar exercise and drink plenty of
water. Avoid drinking cold, take
plenty of vitamin C that builds up
your immunity.

In 1996, the city of Atlanta,
Georgia USA took dramatic
steps to improve the city's air

quality for the summer Olympics.
In the process, it showed how
reducing air pollution can improve
lung function. 
They changed public transport to
rapid transit and buses that ran on
natural gas instead of 
diesel— decreased asthma attacks
by up to 44 per cent in children and
ozone concentrations by 28 per cent
the CDC (Centre for disease con-
trol, Atlanta) reported in a study in
2001 in The Journal of the
American Medical Association.

Common air pollutants
Ozone, the primary component

of smog, created by a chemical reac-
tion that occurs when sunlight
interacts with particulates (soot)
from motor vehicle exhaust, gaso-
line vapors, and dust from power
plants.

Particulate matter, also known
as particle pollution, includes
nitrates, sulfates, organic chemicals,
metals, and soil or dust particles.

These small particles penetrate
deeply into sensitive parts of the
lungs and can cause or worsen res-

piratory disease, such as asthma ,
emphysema and bronchitis.

Carbon monoxide is a toxic gas
formed when carbon in fuel is not
completely burned. It is a compo-
nent of motor vehicle exhaust,
which contributes about 56% of all
CO emissions nationwide. 

Other sources are cigarette
smoke, wood and gas stoves, and
industrial emissions or firecrackers

during Diwali season.
Children are susceptible to sec-

ondary Smoke as well(parents
smoking around children)Greater
incidence of respiratory problems
such as cough and suffocation,
more frequent respiratory infec-
tions, including both upper and
lower tracts.

Children with underlying
chronic lung diseases, particularly
asthma, are especially vulnerable
and are at greater risk of adverse
effects of pollution.

Avoid air pollution or smog
Difficult to tackle problem and

difficult solution: Avoid outdoors
Air quality is at its worst in the

early mornings and evenings. No
sports, no marathon, no outdoor
matches.Very challenging to follow
above Ideal recommendations

Children with known Asthma
Those children with asthma

should continue to use their inhalers
or nebulizers regularly. 

If the symptoms increase, they
should contact their doctors to
increase the doses. 

Warning signs
Warning signs include getting

tired, breathless, waking up at night

due to cough, and decreased effec-
tiveness of inhalers.

Masks and air purifiers
Masks and air purifiers have

more of a symbolic value. Wearing
a mask is advisable outdoors but is
not really very effective if worn
loosely and may make breathing dif-
ficult if worn too tight. 

Wearing the mask all the time
is just not feasible. 

There is no hard evidence to
prove regarding the working of air
purifiers since it is just not possible
to sit in a room all day with air puri-
fiers.

�Air pollution is a big challenge
to be tackled in our country

�Higher level of air pollution
leads to exacerbation of respirato-
ry illnesses in children

�Smoking and specially sec-
ondary smoke inhalation can be
harmful especially in children with
asthma

�Smog during Deepawali fes-
tival season is a complicating factor
making it challenging to  breath 

�Home environment also
needs to be made safe to prevent
exposure to toxic detergents and
chemicals

OATS: This whole-grain food
is among the healthiest grains
on earth, scientifically known
as Avena sativa. They’re a
gluten-free whole grain
and a great source of
important vitamins,
minerals, fiber and
antioxidants. Studies
show that oats and
oatmeal have
many health
b e n e f i t s ,
which includes weight
loss, lower blood sugar
levels and a reduced risk of
heart disease. The nutrient
composition of oats is well-bal-

anced and are a good source of
carbs and fiber. They also con-
tain more protein and fat than

most grains. Whole oats
are high in antioxi-

dants and benefi-
cial plant com-
pounds called
polyphenols. It
may help lower
blood pressure
levels by

increasing the
production of

nitric oxide. Oats are
commonly eaten for breakfast
as oatmeal by boiling oats in
water or milk.

*(�$#)�
%4�;�=4��� $

�������	
����
��������������

���	���������������������

Present-day lifestyle involves prolonged hours spent sitting,
either working in front of computers, watching television at
home or even travelling. It not only increases the chances

of developing diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure but also
adversely affects spine health. 

Neck and back pain are amongst the most common complaints
among desk workers who spend around 8-10 hours a day in a sit-
ting position. Research has shown that prolonged sitting affects
the ligaments, muscles, joints and discs of the spine. Inactivity weak-
ens the spinal, gluteal and abdominal muscles which reduce core
strength. Bad posture like hunching or slouching forward, slid-
ing to the chair's edge and leaning back too much, neck bent to
look high or down while looking at the computer screen - all of
these can lead to chronic repetitive stress on the trunk muscles
and the spine structure that can cause significant back, neck or
shoulder pain.

�������������:����������
Poor Posture
With age, gravity starts to work against us which further com-

presses the spine. Poor posture can add more trouble to the prob-
lem, compressing the spine even further leading to rounding the
body, pain and troubling the disks. Millions of people around the
world are suffering from back and neck pain which can dimin-
ish the quality of life and prevent a person from accomplishing
even the smallest of tasks.

Wearing High Heels
Wearing high heels often too frequently can disrupt the align-

ment of the spine’s curvature. This can severely affect posture and
can cause the backs and hips to flex. 

Carrying Heavy Loads
Carrying heavy grocery bags, backpacks, shopping bags, etc.

can make a person lean on one side. When the body stays tilted
for long time periods, it can cause pain in the neck and damage
the spine.

Using Mobile Phones
Though using a mobile is a habit that has become a part of

our lifestyle, it is important to remember that it can immensely
damage the spine. Craning the neck to use a mobile or tilting the
neck while talking on the phone puts a lot of pressure on the back-
bone.

Bad Sleeping Position
Wrong or bad sleeping positions can be detrimental to spine

health. It can put increasing pressure on the spine arch and neck
which ultimately leads to neck pain, joint pain, and back pain.

�!
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Maintain Good Posture
It is crucial to maintain good posture all day long especially

while doing daily routine activities like sitting at work, doing house-
hold chores, bending and lifting weights, travelling, etc. There
should be adequate back support and the head and neck should
be in alignment with the back while working in front of comput-
ers. Also, one should choose ergonomic chairs with adequate back
support, adjustable height and armrests and thigh support. It is
also to walk or stretch the back muscles every half an hour. 

Exercise
Regular exercises can strengthen the spinal muscles and

improve core muscle strength which can help prevent spinal pain.
Those who sit for long durations are much likely to have a weak-
er core strength that adds to more stress on the structures in the
spine. Exercising regularly can improve the core strength and
strengthen the muscles of the back as well as the neck and shoul-
ders.

Sunlight and Diet
The functionality of the discs in the spine depends to a large

extent on their ability to retain water in their matrix. That's why
adequate water intake is important. 

Also, a balanced diet rich in calcium and vitamin D is essen-
tial for muscle and bone strength. 

Low vitamin D is associated with reduced muscle coordina-
tion. Loss of calcium from bones can lead to osteoporosis which
can lead to fractures and also results in acceleration of disc degen-
eration. Therefore, one should always get some sunlight, eat health-
ily and hydrate well. 

Quit Smoking
The only factor that is proven to lead to early disc degenera-

tion, apart from genetic composition, is tobacco smoking!
Smoking can cause reduced blood supply to the vertebral bodies
which affect the permeation of nutrients into the discs. This sets
off an acceleration of disc degeneration and related problems.
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Obesity is a serious health concern
across nations which is seeing a
rapidly upward trend among chil-

dren. Indians in particular are vulnerable
to lifestyle or non-communicable diseases
like diabetes, hypertension, heart disease etc.
which can only aggravate the health com-
plications in presence of obesity.
A BMI between 18.5 to 25 describes a
healthy weight range, the one between 25.0
to 30 is described as overweight and a BMI
higher than 30 is termed as obesity. 

Causes of obesity and overweight
The primary cause of obesity and

overweight results from the imbalance
between the consumption and utilisation of
calories. In general, countries across the
globe are witnessing an increased intake of
foods high in fat and sugars coupled with
an increase in physical inactivity owing to
a sedentary lifestyle and increase in urban-
isation. Environmental and societal changes
often result in changes in dietary and phys-
ical activity patterns of population thereby
leading to lifestyle changes which in turn
may result in obesity and overweight
among children and even adults.

Health problems
A raised BMI contributes as a major risk

factor for various noncommunicable dis-
eases such as diabetes, cardiovascular dis-
eases mainly stroke and heart disease, mus-
culoskeletal disorders especially osteoarthri-
tis and some cancers like ovarian, liver, kid-
ney etc.

Further, obese children have a higher
likelihood of obesity and disability as
adults and premature death. In addition,
they even experience a higher risk of frac-
tures, insulin resistance, breathing difficul-
ties, hypertension, early markers of cardio-
vascular disease to name a few.

Social impact 
Obesity and overweight have long last-

ing social implications on children and even
adults. It affects their mind more than their
body and can have major impact on their
self esteem which in turn can affect other
aspects of their lives, such as efficiency at
school and friendship development.
Moreover, it impacts how they feel about
themselves and the way they interact with
others. Going beyond the social impact,
obese children or adolescents are at a high-
er risk of several diseases and disorders as
adults irrespective of being obese in adult-
hood. Therefore, it becomes all the more
important to identify and work on revers-
ing the condition before children turn into
adults. 

Combating obesity
A BMI of 22 or less is the first step

towards improving one’s health. It is recom-
mended to eat a healthy and balanced diet
including fresh fruits and vegetables, poul-
try, whole grains along with rotating use of
plant oils such as mustard oil, til, ground-
nut. Besides, eating home food, staying
hydrated with plain water and other bev-
erages free of calories coupled with regu-
lar physical activity are key to staying away
from obesity and lead a healthy life. 
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Noting that an overwhelming 60 per cent
of people suffering stroke in India face

various degrees of disability, some lifelong, law-
makers, policymakers, and medical experts
have highlighted the lack of enough special-
ists and availability of treatment, especially in
the interior parts of the country to reduce such
cases. Speaking at the third edition of Stroke
Summit organised by Integrated Health &
Wellbeing (IHW) Council on the occasion of
World Stroke Day, they also emphasized on
the need to promote interventions such as
mechanical thrombectomy (MT) to save
patients beyond golden hour.

“We need to prevent disability caused by
stroke by making treatment available to the
affected. To that end, tehsil and district level
hospitals with stroke care capability are
being established. The Ministry will consid-
er proposals to prevent or help people who
suffered disability due to stroke. I will also
write to the Union Health Minister to ensure
stroke treatment is available everywhere,” says
Shri Ramdas Athawale, Minister of State,
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment,
Government of India.

“In India, about 30 per cent of people suf-
fer various degrees of disability. We need to
ensure they get treatment,” says Prof. M V
Padma Srivastava, Head, Neurosciences
Centre, All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), New Delhi. 
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�Fossil Everette solar watch
for him

The highlight
of Fossil’s Solar
Everette is the
solar powered
carbon case
which adds
to the pro-
planet attrib-
utes of this
wristwatch. The
solar digital
movement offers
features like 12 or 24 hour
time, chronograph mode,
backlight, countdown timer,
alarm, and second time zone. 

Priced at �13,995. 

�Jacqueline solar watches
for her

Solar powered, sustain-
able and available in several
shades, this collection by
Fossil is made with pro-plan-
et materials. It is created with

Litehide straps that reduce
water usage during the tan-
ning process. Adding to its
attributes are the use of recy-
cled stainless steel, and its sig-
nature solar movement.  

Priced at �9,995

�Joshua cactus leather wal-
let

Made with recyclable
leather in chocolate brown
and black, this wallet is the
perfect gift for men who love

fashion as well as the planet.
Primarily made from cactus
leather, a vegan alternative to
traditional leather, the eco-
friendly option offers a blend
of sustainability and impres-
sive performance. 

Priced from �2,495 to
�3,795

�Prahna Superfood
Prahna Superfoods, a

homegrown organic brand,
has on offer Festive Special
Turmeric Care Packs with

naturally grow high curcum-
in Lakadong Turmeric and
turmeric infused mixes, with
eight per cent more curcum-
in which is almost three to
four times more curcumin
content as compared to other
household brand. It has an
infusion of organic cinna-
mon along with the goodness
of real almonds and organic
jaggery. 

Their festive care pack’s
set of three includes:

Pure Turmeric, for your
everyday use with high levels
of curcumin for your immu-
nity. Their Lakadong turmer-
ic is grown ethically and
sourced from select farms
nestled in the valleys of
Meghalaya. 

Va n i l l a - C a r d a m o m
Golden Milk Mix, which con-
tains a dash of turmeric, per-
fectly-balanced with vanilla
organic cardamom and jag-
gery.

Almond Cinnamon
Golden Milk Mix, comes as a

blend of bold and chunky
almonds, mixed with organ-
ic cinnamon and pure turmer-
ic with the hint of jaggery.

The set of three is priced
at �999/-

�The Ayurveda Experience
The Ayurveda

Experience has gifts
you can give to
your loved ones
which are natur-
al, devoid of tox-
ins and harmful
chemicals. 

One of them being the
Ayurveda Experience Spa-At-
Home Combo. 

Indulge in a relaxing
Ayurvedic experience with
blissfully calming aromas, nat-
ural ingredients and authen-
tic formulations with the five-
product Spa-At-Home
Combo. 

In this combo you get- 
Arnash Arjuna-

Ashwagandha Himalayan
Bath Immersion: an
Ayurvedic bath salt that gen-
tly purifies, exfoliates, and
hydrates the skin all at once. 

Giloyglory Skin Calmer:
A beautifully aromatic
Ayurvedic body oil that brings
the wonders of Giloy to the
skin all over the body. It cools,
calms, and soothes the skin,
moisturizes the body, and
supports skin immunity. 

The Varaasa Wand: Face
& Body Massager, a non-
electrical kansa massage tool
that helps de-stress and
instantly rejuvenates the body. 

Salaven In-Shower Salt
Polish: a nature-based gentle
salt polish that leaves the skin
feeling clean, clear, and fresh. 

Zafaloe Bright Moisture
Hand & Body Lotion: an
ultra-light silk-slip moisturiz-
er that gives an irresistible
glow to the body and leaves it
feeling silky smooth and soft. 

Priced at �1,949 + one
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assured free gift 

�Orvi Home by Orvi
Orvi Surfaces, a home

décor brand, has launched a
designer range of tableware

and decorative objects. Made
from eco-sustainable mate-
rials, the handcrafted pieces
include edgy accent tables to
modern chic tableware. 

It unites indigenous
materiality with ancient craft
techniques and bold designs
for table top objects, home
accessories and kitchen
items like platters, bowls,
curios and cake stands. 

Price on request

�The Body Shop
The Body Shop’s gifting

options are mde with com-
munity fair trade ingredients
and sustainable packaging.
Each ingredient is hand-
picked to create products
that work for the consumer

and the environment. The brnd’s
Community Fair Trade initiatives
also help empower the artisan
farmers who help to
ethically source
these ingredients
from all
around the
world. It is a
100 per cent
vegetarian brand which is steadi-
ly moving towards being vegan
by 2023. 

Prices start at �695 onward

�Juice Beauty 
Juice Beauty, a clean beauty

brand, has prod-
ucts like
Prebiotix, Flash
Facial, Stem
Cellular Vinifera
Replenishing Oil
and Phyto-
Pigments Flawless Serum
Foundation, to suit varied Indian
skin types, ranging from oily,
normal to dry. 

Priced between �4,800 and
8,000
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Acaptain struggling to find his
bearings, a team in which few
players were picked on the

basis of reputation than current form,
and jaded bodies desperately seeking
a break from the bio-bubbles have all
contributed to India’s disastrous T20
World Cup campaign.

In 2021, it will be very difficult to
point fingers at one particular cause
for this shoddy performance — it
could be those first 12 balls from
Shaheen Shah Afridi that scarred
them, or perhaps it was about “not
being brave enough” in terms of exe-
cution as skipper Virat Kohli said after
the defeat to New Zealand.

“I am shocked, not just by the loss,
it’s the manner in which they have lost.
You can have all the support staff but
it’s about execution. It’s the 
cricketers who have to go out there
and play,” when someone as reticent
as VVS Laxman is sharp and pointed
in his post-match analysis on ‘Star
Sports’, it is a sure sign that all 
is not well.

The PTI does a lowdown of series
of possible reasons that contributed to
the disastrous show so far:

King Kohli reaching business end
of his captaincy career

Every captain has a shelf life. It’s
just that one needs to realise when he
has reached the end of that cycle. Sunil
Gavaskar had that judgement, and so
did Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

Virat Kohli realised it just before
the T20 World Cup and very rightly
decided to relinquish his leadership
role in the shortest format (including
IPL).

But why has Kohli never been suc-
cessful in multi-team events like the

T20 World Cup, 50-over World Cups,
Champions Trophy or the IPL? And
why is he very successful in bilateral
series? These are questions that have
been befuddling for the cricket fra-
ternity.

If one talks to people in the cor-
ridors of Indian cricket, they believe
that Kohli, while playing bilateral
cricket, always gets a chance to
do course correction against
same opposition if any-
thing goes wrong.

If there is one opposi-
tion for five games in a row, he finds
it easier to plan and lead. The moment
it becomes a multi-team
event, where the plan
and strategy changes
one game after the
other, he never seems
in control.

F a l l o u t :
Don’t be sur-
prised if a new
ODI captain takes
over as well with the
2023 50-over World
Cup being just two years
away. This team needs a
man with  new ideas and
fresh direction.

Lack of communica-
tion: Case in point being
Hardik Pandyafully fit and
it will be very, very difficult
to regain his full bowling fit-
ness, considering that batting
is his primary skill.

So, who was the one who mis-
led on Hardik Pandya’s fitness status
before the team for the World Cup was
selected?Was it chairman of selectors
Chetan Sharma? But then why would
he unless misguided by the team man-
agement? But Chetan is now copping

the flak for stating
on record that
Hardik will bowl
during the IPL at
the team selec-
tion press con-
ference.

Hardik didn’t
bowl a single over

in the IPL and his
MI skipper Rohit

Sharma said that he
might start bowling
in a week. Before
Pakistan game, skip-
per Kohli said that
they are looking at
Hardik purely as a bat-
ter.

Fallout: Hardik
might just find himself
out of favour against
New Zealand in T20I
series at home and
would need to again
show his all-round
prowess before he

makes a come-

back. Venkatesh Iyer is waiting in the
wings.

National selectors will have some
answering to do

T20 perhaps is the only format
where reputation counts for little
with any team on a given day capable
of upsetting a more fancied opposi-
tion. The national selection commit-
tee didn’t factor in current form dur-
ing their T20 World Cup picks when
they had IPL form for reference.

Would it have hurt to pick a
Rururaj Gaikwad in the suad going
purely by his form? He won the
Orange Cap and dominated attacks on
the UAE strips.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar has been
plagued by injury, lack of pace, swing
and poor form for the past two years
and yet, he was picked ahead of
Deepak Chahar, someone, who has
the knack of getting breakthroughs in
Powerplay.

Bhuvneshwar had only six IPL
wickets and if that’s not poor form,
what else is?

For a team that has been living out
of suitcases for more than four
months, the bubble fatigue had to
catch up and BCCI’s scheduling of the
remainder of Indian Premier League
did play a massive role.

It was nobody’s fault as COVID-
19 wreaked havoc on the scheduling.
For a tournament where billions of
dollars are at stake, abandoning it was
never an option for the BCCI and the
only window available was before the
T20 World Cup.

Fallout: Even if the players want
to play the home series against New
Zealand, the, likes of Kohli, Rohit,
Rahul, Bumrah, Pant and Shami
deserve a break before the Test series
that starts November 25.

<������������7���
����(�*
��������	�����
���������������
C����������#�9����
*��(�����(
������������������������
������������(��������	�����
����P�3�����	��������
���������	�����������
�����������
����	����
���������
��*���������7��������		�
���������	�
���������	����������������
����������������+�������
�	��������������7��������������
������������(����������
������(����������������������
�����������������P���(����
�������	����� ����������
%����������	����������������
�
�������������%����7��N���������*
���������������������

��	���

M�����	�2

���(�������		�
��������	����������
��������*�����	������
��
���������(�������	���������
��������
�������#�'������

��
��������*������
�������#���N���
���������

���������������
����(�������(
�������������

�������
���������P��	���������(��
����������
��
����.����������
(���'(�O������(�
���������������(�����		�
�������
	���������������
�������

���������������������������
(��
��	��
�����������������
�����#������7������*�����(��
������������������������(����
M���������	����

C�����������������	���������#
'O�(�����H���#������7������
��������(���7�����������������

��
���������*�	(
����������������
'(�O���������
���������������
(�(��7����*���

�������-������#
��������(��������������

������	�������������

�������
����
M2����	������!�

�������������������������
��7�

����������������//
���N����������
������������
������#�=�����
����������������
�7������������������
���������(�������
�����������*�����
������
C��"������

������	������������������
�����#���������(����������������
�������
�����(���L���������#
'(�O��������(��
������������������
������������*
����#�9��������
���������������
��*���������������
���	�������������*�
��������������
C22����:�

�����7��*��(��	���������	����	
	������������*��(������(�����

�������������������
���������������������������(��*#
4����� ��������
��
��������
�������������
����������������
'�#1#������
�����	��(������
��������������������'�#1
�����������	����'�#@#��
��������������*�������������
����������������������������
�	������������������#������
���������������.��.����������
����������������	�������������*
����(��*�����'�#@����'�#0
C�������2���

:�7����������������
����������#�B��(
*��(�����	��
�����
��
*�#
 ����N����
�������*�����������
�����	�����
��������#
3���(����������>3:�)�)�= 
'O�	���(�������������
�#���
(��	�������
�����������������
M������������

3����4�	��
���*%	������	�
����%	����	�0��	�����
���%	 ��	����������

DESERT DISASTER
+�
"��! 5��6�	��7���
#���!�����6���8���!�

"
		����	��!� !��!��
!
������9�:�� 
	�!
��

����!�����������
$$�#��
��8��
#����;� ���	9
+�8���!�� �� 5�������!
!
�����������!���


	����
�
44����<��/

�����  ��434�)�8'
!;84��'B"

Top shuttler Kidambi
Srikanth and in-form

Lakshya Sen will spearhead
the Indian challenge at the
HYLO Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament beginning
here on Tuesday.

Sixth seeded Srikanth
showed signs of returning to
form last week as he put up a
spirited fight against two-time
world champion Kento Momota
of Japan before losing in the
French Open second round. 

The Indian lost the match
narrowly after squandering a
two-point lead in the decider
but he will look to take focus
on the positives and put his best
foot forward when he begins
his campaign here against
Japan’s Koki Watanabe.

Young Lakshya, ranked
world no 22, had a decent out-
ing at the Denmark Open and
French Open with second
round and quarterfinal finish-
es respectively. 

He will look to continue
the momentum when he takes
on France’s Thomas Rouxel in
the opening match.
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Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur on Monday physi-

cally handed over trophies to
the winners of National Sports
Awards 2020 after the award
ceremony was held virtually last
year due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

All the winners of the
National Sports Awards 2020
had already received their cash
awards but were not able to col-
lect their trophies and citation
because of the pandemic.

On August 29 last, the
Sports Ministry had conferred
74 National Sports Awards,
including five Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna (now renamed as
Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna) and 27 Arjuna awards.

The notable awardees who
attended Monday’s ceremony at
a city hotel here were women’s
hockey captain Rani Rampal,

star wrestler Vinesh Phogat
and 2016 Paralympics gold
winner Thangavelu
Mariyappan, who were handed
the prestigious Khel Ratna.

Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist boxer Lovlina
Borgohain, cricketer Ishant
Sharma, sprinter Dutee Chand,
archer Atanu Das and shuttlers
Satwik Sairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Chandrasekhar Shetty
were among others who collect-

ed their the Arjuna trophies.
List of National Sports

Awardees for 2020: 
Khel Ratna Award: Rohit

Sharma (Cricket), Mariyappan
Thangavelu (Para-Athletics),
Manika Batra (Table Tennis),
Vinesh Phogat (Wrestling),
Rani Rampal (Hockey).

Arjuna Award: Atanu Das
(Archery), Dutee Chand
(Athletics), Satwik Sairaj
Rankireddy (Badminton),

Chirag Chandrasekhar Shetty
(Badminton), Vishesh
Bhriguvanshi (Basketball),
Manish Kaushik (Boxing),
Lovlina Borgohain (Boxing),
Ishant Sharma (Cricket), Deepti
Sharma (Cricket), Sawant Ajay
Anant (Equestrian), Sandesh
Jhingan (Football), Aditi Ashok
(Golf ), Akashdeep Singh
(Hockey), Deepika (Hockey),
Deepak (Kabaddi),  Kale
Sarika Sudhakar (Kho Kho),
Dattu Baban Bhokanal
(Rowing),  Manu Bhaker
(Shooting),  Saurabh
Chaudhar y (Shooting),
Madhurika Patkar (Table
Tennis), Divij Sharan (Tennis),
Shiva Keshavan (Winter
Sports),  Divya Kakran
(Wrestling), Rahul Aware
(Wrestling), Suyash Narayan
Jadhav (Para-Swimming),
Sandeep (Para-Athletics),
Manish Nar wal (Para
Shooting).
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Indian boxers Nishant Dev
(71kg) and Sanjeet (92kg)

made the quarterfinals follow-
ing impressive victories but
three others bowed out of the
AIBA Men’s World
Championships after  losing
their last-16 stage bouts here on
Monday.

Nishant defeated Mexico’s
Marco Alvarez Verde 3-2 in a
late night bout on Sunday to set
up a clash with Russia’s Vadim
Musaev.

Sanjeet, a quarterfinalist
from the previous edition, got

the better of Georgia’s Giorgi
Tchigladze 4-1 to enter the last
eight stage for a second succes-
sive time.

He will face Italy’s Aziz
Abbes Mouhiidine. However,
Rohit Mor (57kg) went down to
Kazakhstan’s Serik Temirzhanov
1-4. Akash Sangwan (67kg) too
lost 0-5 to Cuba’s former world
youth champion Kevin Brown
Bazain in a fight that left both
the boxers with bloodied faces.

Also exiting the tourna-
ment was Sumit Kundu (75kg),
who fought  valiantly against
another Cuban in Yoenlis
Hernandez but lost 0-5.

Mor gave a good account of
himself by fighting hard and
taking his chances 
against the technically sound
Kazakh, who was especially
terrific in the opening round
with his attacks.
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Former England batter Kevin Pietersen on Monday
backed the under-fire Indian cricket team, saying

the players are not robots and need fans’ support all
the time.

Coming into the T20 World Cup as a strong title-
contender, India lost their tournament-opener by 10
wickets to Pakistan and then followed that up with
an eight-wicket defeat at the hands of New Zealand.

India are now languishing at number five in Group

2 points table and their progression in the tournament
depends on other teams.

Team’s unexpected below-par show has drawn
sharp criticism from  its passionate supporters.

However, Pietersen, who represented England in
104 Tests and 136  ODIs, came out in India’s defense.

“In sport, one wins and one loses. No players takes
field to lose. Representing your country is the
biggest honour. Please understand that sports persons
are not robots and they need support all the time,”
Pietersen tweeted in Hindi language.   Former play-

ers questioned the shot-selection of the batters as well
the sudden change in batting under with Rohit Sharma
coming out to bat at number three instead of open-
ing the innings. 

India off-spinner Harbhajan Singh also backed the
team. i”Let’s not be harsh on our players. Yes we know
them for better cricket. Sabse jyada players ko hurt
hota hai after such results (players get hurt the most
after a loss). But well done to @BLACKCAPS NZ for
winning th match. They were fantastic in all depart-
ments,” Harbhajan tweeted.   
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Opener Jos Buttler smashed a magnificent
unbeaten 101 to set up England's 26-run win

over Sri Lanka in their Group 1 Super 12 match
of the T20 World Cup here on Monday.

Buttler continued his good form as he hit six
fours and equal number of sixes during his 67-ball
century as England posted 163 for 4 after being
invited to bat.

Captain Eoin Morgan contributed 40 off 36
balls.  

For Sri Lanka, Wanindu Hasaranga de Silva
was the most successful bowler with figures of 3/21.

Chasing 164 for a win, Sri Lanka were all out
for 137 in 19 overs with Wanindu Hasaranga de
Silva top-scoring with 34. 

For England, Adil Rashid, Moeen Ali and Adil
Rashid took two wickets apiece. 

Brief Scores:
England: 163 for 4 in 20 overs (Jos Buttler 101

not out, Eoin Morgan 40; Wanindu Hasaranga
3/21). 

Sri Lanka: 137 all out in 19 overs (Wanindu
Hasaranga 34; Adil Rashid 2/19, Moeen Ali 2/15,
Chris Jordan 2/24).

Buttler's unbeaten century sets up England's win


