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In a fifth accident of its kind
in a hospital in Maharashtra

during the current year, as
many as 11 Covid-19 patients
died and six others sustained
burn wounds after a massive
fire broke out at the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) of a civil hos-
pital in Ahmednagar district on
Saturday.

Seventeen Covid-19
patients were undergoing treat-
ment at the ICU of the hospi-
tal, when the fire broke out
there at 10.30 am. Of them, 10
died on the spot, while one
more person succumbed to
burn wounds later. Six others
are undergoing treatment 
at some other ward of 
the hospital. 

Expressing his condolences
over the death of Covid-19
patients in the mishap,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray announced
a comprehensive enquiry into
the circumstances leading to
the fire.

“A high-level committee
headed by Divisional
Commissioner will go into the
cause of mishap. It will fix
responsibility, if any, for the
negligence on the part of the
hospital staff. Stern action will
be taken against the erring
hospital staff,” the Chief
Minister said.

Shortly after the fire broke
out, three fire tenders and sev-
eral water tankers belonging to
the Ahmednagar fire brigade
rushed to the scene and
brought the situation under
control within 45 minutes.

According to one version,
an electrical short-circuit might
have caused fire. The other ver-

sion said that an air-condi-
tioner caught fire, prompting
the hospital administration to
switch off the oxygen supply to
the ward. Some of the patients
died due to suffocation, while
others died because of fire
wounds.

In a related development,
the Chief Minister announced
a compensation of �5 lakh to
the family members of each of
the patient killed in the mishap,
while another �2 lakh would be
given to the families of each of
the patient from the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) fund.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed his anguish

over the Ahmednagar hospital
mishap. “Anguished by the loss
of lives due to a fire in a hos-
pital in Ahmednagar,
Maharashtra. Condolences to
the bereaved families. May the
injured recover at the earliest,”
Modi tweeted.

President RN Kovind,
Vice-President M Venkaiah
Naidu, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari, Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis and others
expressed grief over the
tragedy.

The district administra-
tion identified nine of those
killed in the mishap as Sitaram
Dagdu Jadhav (83), Bhivaji
Sadashiv Pawar (80), Ramkisan
Vitthal Harpude (70),
Kondabai Madhukar Kadam
(70), Chababi Ahmed Sayyad
(65), Satyabhama Shivaji
Ghodchaure (65), Kadubal
Gangadhar Khatik (65),
Asrabai Govind Nangare (58)
and Deepak Vishwanath
Jagdale (37).

The identities of two more
patients - one of who died on
the spot and another suc-
cumbed to burn wounds -
were not immediately known.
The remaining six patients
have been shifted to a Covid-
19 ward in another hospital.

Continued on Page 4
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Senior citizens were given
priority in administering

the Covid-19 vaccine when
the national vaccination pro-
gramme was launched on
January 16, but at least 40 per
cent of those 11,04,55,016
elders above 60 years who were
given the first shot are yet to
take the second one.

Data show that only
6,78,27,591 people in this age
group have been administered
both doses.

This has left the Union
Health Ministry in a tizzy as the
SARS-CoV2 infection is par-
ticularly damaging to people
over 60 years of age. And in the
case of the third wave, this half-
vaccinated group will be more
vulnerable.

A senior official from the
Ministry said that the “Har
Ghar Dastak” drive launched
recently will focus on senior cit-
izens too, convincing them to
complete the dose process and
make themselves safe from the
infection.

India’s overall Covid-19
vaccination coverage has
exceeded 108 crore as per the
provisional report. A total of
20,75,942 vaccine doses have
been administered in the last 24
hours, said the Ministry.

In a tweet, the Health
Ministry said, “India marches
ahead with another achieve-
ment in its fight against Covid
19. Total 108 crore Covid vac-
cine doses administered”.

The Healthcare workers

have got a total of 1,03,79,530
first dose vaccines and
92,56,225 as the second dose.
The front line workers have
been administered a total of
1,83,72,402 vaccines as the first
dose and 1,60,12,003 as the 
second dose.

Among the age group of
18-44 years, total 42,33,49,812
shots of first dose and
14,89,38,412 of second dose
have been administered so far,
as per the Health Ministry
report. 

A total of 17,60,88,375 vac-
cines as the first dose and
9,85,40,180 vaccines as the sec-

ond dose have been adminis-
tered to the age group of 45-59,
till now, said the Health
Ministry on Saturday morning.

Around 15.69 crore bal-
ance and unutilised Covid vac-
cine doses are still available
with the States and Union
Territories (UTs) to be admin-
istered, as per the data shared
by the Union Health Ministry.

Over 116.54 crore vaccine
doses have been provided to
the States and UTs through the
Government of India free of
cost channel and direct State
procurement category, said the
Ministry.
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India and France will further
strengthen their strategic and

defence ties with a focus on
maritime security, including in
the Indo-Pacific region. The
two countries will also work
together closely in the sphere of
nuclear energy and space.

These were the major take-
aways from the meeting
between National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval and
French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian  and and
Defence Minister Florence
Parly in Paris on Friday, offi-
cials said here on Saturday. The
two sides also reviewed the
entire gamut of bilateral ties,
they added.

The meeting took place on

the occasion of the 35th session
of the Indo-French strategic
dialogue. Following up on the
meeting between President
Emmanuel Macron and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, on
the sidelines of the G20 in
Rome recently, Le Drian
stressed his country’s commit-
ment to deepening the Indo-
French strategic partnership
and strengthening its various
aspects, particularly in the
areas of defence, space, civil
nuclear energy and security. 

Doval and Le Drian also
discussed the priorities in the
fight against climate change
with his interlocutor.

Continued on Page 4
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The BJP will hold its much
delayed National Executive

meeting on Sunday here. The
meeting will begin with the
inaugural address by the party
president JP Nadda and,
among other things, deliberate
the “winning strategy” for the
upcoming Assembly elections
in five States, including Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Punjab. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected to
deliver the concluding address.

At the conclusion of the
National Executive meeting,
the BJP will pass a political res-
olution drawing focus on the
Modi-Government’s “achieve-
ments” in domestic and inter-
national arena and its success
in fighting pandemic. 

There will not be any eco-
nomic resolution adopted this
time  in the meeting.

Union Home  Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Surface
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal among others will
attend the meeting.

The meeting would witness
exhibitions on the Central

Government’s “all-round
efforts” to mitigate people’s
suffering during Covid and
focus on the “milestone” of over
100 crore vaccination across
the country, according to BJP
general secretary Arun Singh.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence, Singh said deliberations
will be held  on the prepara-
tions and campaign strategy
for the Assembly polls in UP,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa and
Manipur. The party leaders in
the poll-bound States will stay
put in their respective places
and connect with the meet vir-
tually, he said.

The meeting will take place
in “hybrid” form, with some
attendees to be present physi-
cally, while others will attend
virtually.

Continued on Page 4

����� %&3�$&;<�

ANational Investigation
Agency (NIA) team prob-

ing the funding of local NGOs
by foreign secessionist
Khalistani outfits like Sikhs
for Justice (SFJ) has liaised
with the Canadian authorities
in Ottawa to seek legal action,
including their listing as terror
entities. 

The NIA team was in
Ottawa on Thursday and
Friday at the invitation of the
Royal Canadian Mounted
Police or RCMP for better
coordinating investigation
against entities and individuals
suspected of terrorism and to
discuss other criminal matters.

The NIA had earlier this
year formally requested Canada
to declare SFJ a terrorist enti-

ty. To buttress its case, the NIA
shared dossiers with the
Canadian law enforcement
authorities during interactions
in Ottawa, sources said.

The NIA team’s visit comes
as the federal anti-terror agency
has evidence to substantiate
India’s claim that SFJ was fuel-
ing violence in India, particu-
larly in Punjab, as part of its
separatist agenda. The SFJ is
also spearheading the Punjab
Referendum at the behest of
Pakistani agency Inter-Services

Intelligence (ISI).
Headquartered in New

York, the SFJ, aided by ISI, has
spread its tentacles globally
and has emerged as an influ-
ential voice among pro-
Khalistan elements in Canada.
The SFJ was banned in India
last year under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

Public Safety Canada’s cur-
rently listed entities include two
Khalistani outfits — Babbar
Khalsa International and
International Sikh Youth
Federation — other than
groups like the Taliban, Islamic
State, Al Qaida and its affiliates
Boko Haram, Haqqani
Network, Hizbul Mujahideen,
Indian Mujahideen, Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Lashkar-e-
Tayabba among several others.

Continued on Page 4
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In what could be seen as
another round of turf war

between Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi and
State Congress president Navjot
Singh Sidhu, Punjab Advocate
General APS Deol on Saturday
attacked the PCC president,
accusing him of obstructing the
functioning of the State
Government and his office as
well as “spreading misinfor-
mation to gain political advan-
tage”.

Deol’s remarks came a day
after Sidhu withdrew his res-
ignation as Punjab Congress
chief but declared that he will
not resume charge till Deol is
removed as AG and a panel set
up for the appointment of the
new director general of police
(DGP). 

Sidhu had resigned from
the post on September 28.

In a statement, Deol said
Sidhu’s “repeated utterances
seek to derail the earnest efforts
of the State Government to
ensure justice in the drugs

matter and the sacrilege cases”.  
“Sidhu is obstructing the

functioning of the Government
and the office of the advocate
general,” he alleged, adding
that he was spreading misin-
formation to gain political
advantage over his political
colleagues.

“There is a concerted
attempt by vested interests to
malign the functioning of the
Congress party in view of com-
ing elections in Punjab for
their selfish political gain by
politicking the constitutional
office of the Advocate General
of Punjab,” Deol added.

Continued on Page 4

��
�� %&3�$&;<�

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government has

decided to extend its free ration
scheme by six months till May
2022, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said on
Saturday.

Kejriwal also appealed to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to extend the Centre’s free
ration scheme for six months
through the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY).

“Inflation is at its peak. The
common man is struggling to
manage even two square meals
a day. Many have lost their jobs
due to Covid-19. Prime
Minister sir, please extend the
scheme of supplying free ration

to the poor by six months. The
Delhi Government is extending
its free ration scheme for the
next six months,” he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Kejriwal’s remarks came a
day after Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said the
Centre had no proposal to
extend distribution of free
ration through the PMGKAY
beyond November 30.
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�What is your role?

It's a very interesting layered
role. It's about a small town boy with
big dreams in his eyes and it's about
what lengths he wants to go through
to attain what he thinks is success.
Also it shows the cut throat world of
the legal world in Mumbai. Being a
junior lawyer, he desperately wants to
become a senior lawyer and what all
he does, that's Ajay in a nutshell. 

�How did you come on board for
this project? 

Vikram Bhatt is somebody who
I have worked with in the past. In
2018, we did a show called Memories.
Obviously he must have enjoyed
something that he saw because the
show was very good and I think my
performance wasn't bad either. So he
called me back again last year for
Sanak- Ek Junoon”. I think there is
some level of trust that he has in me
as an actor, that whatever is given to
me will be delivered to the best of my
abilities. So I think that's the reason
sanak happened.

�Do you relate to the role in real
life?

Not at all. It's as different like
chalk and cheese. Forget about
relating to the character, I would not
even think of stuff that Ajay actually
ends up doing in the show. That's
because we have a very different
mentality. That's why I say it's the
most challenging role I have done in
my career till now. 

Challenging because there is no
commonality and similar thought
process between me and the
character so I had to clearly build a
brand new character. A lot of actors
actually do that  but when there is
absolutely zero common ground
between your real self and your
character, you have to start
everything from scratch and usually
we don't have that kind of time,
liberty and luxury. But with Sanak I
had to do it because I realized that
it would not have been believable.

�How was it to act besides your co-

star Aindrita? 
Aindrita is such a bundle of joy.

I really love her. She is like a little kid.
She is a big star down South but she's
got the hunger of a newcomer and
that's what I like. Because I had the

same hunger and jitters on day 1. You
know I really got along with her. Infact
I know her from before personally
and socially which made things
easier. I'm very fond of her and she
is very fond of me. That kind of really

makes a difference when you are
doing a show like Sanak where you
are playing husband and wife. Our
intimate scenes and husband-wife
scenes were very comfortable to
shoot because I know her and I'm
fond of her and vice versa. It was really
good to work with her.

�An anecdote from the series
which is very close to your heart.
There are several anecdotes from the
stories but one thing that I'll never
forget is the first shot that Aindritta
and I did. On day 1 , she kept fluffing
up her lines and it went to a stage
where we were wondering whether
we could finish the show. That's one
thing that I can narrate as it was day
1. Day 2, she was a completely
different human being. I would fluff
up some dialogues but she was going
on like a rocket. I think that's one
more thing that I realised working
with her. Sometimes the beginnings
can be slow but the end is at speed.

�How did acting happen? 
Acting happened to me in a way

quite by accident I would say. It's not
something that I had planned. I had
come to Mumbai to do my MBA and
I didn't get a visa. I had never desired
to become an actor or model. But I
had no plan B as my visa got rejected.
I had nothing to do and at that point
I kind of got an offer to become an
actor. Quite frankly, the offer didn't
come to me but came to Mansi to act
in swabhiman. She wasn't interested
in acting in television. I called the
producer and asked him whether I
can do this role and audition. So that's
how swabhiman happened and I call
myself an actor by accident.

�How is working for a TV show
different from a film?

TV shows are shot very fast and
back to back. We don't have the liberty
to spend time on characterisation,
dialogues and look. Whatever is
given to us we quickly enact it and get
it on the way because it is going to
telecast the next day and that's the
pressure of television. But having

said that, that's also a very good
training ground for an actor. Now
when I do movies, you don't have to
tell me anything.  

I'm already prepared, that
pressure is a great help in your
acting. We used to do seven pages
of dialogue on 1 shot in television.
We used to remember our dialogues
and also the co-actors’ lines. That
helps you but in cinema you have the
luxury of building a character, role
and creating a brand new character
from scratch. Working on the
nuances, clothing, just the way the
character stands, talks, walks and all
of that. I think that's the essential
difference. Film is a little larger than
life wheras in television it Should be
a little more natural.

�What kind of stories attract
you? 

I like human interest stories. For
me that's what I really like and Sanak
is a part of a genre that I like. It's a
thriller but it is still a human interest
story. Its about a couple and their
relationship. Other than that I like
romance and watch romance. I hate
doing romance because I'm bad at
it. I find it very odd but I love
watching romance and comedy.

�What have the challenges been
like till now?
I don't know what challenges I
faced on a particular project but
every project has it's different set of
challenges. Like coming back to
creating a role, not knowing what
the outcome is going to be so you are
taking a risk about what you think
is right. You know the way I played
Ajay is not necessarily the way
people might perceive, see or like it.
That's a risk you are taking. All that
stays in your mind when you are
shooting for a project. But half way
through the project, you go into auto
pilot. 
Then recent times have been tough
and challenging because of COVID.
But otherwise it's all a great journey.
I don't see it as the challenges I faced
but I see it as part of the process.
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The air quality in the nation-
al Capital improved slight-

ly on Saturday due to higher
wind speed, which is expected
to flush out pollutants further
over the next two days, weath-
er experts said.

According to Central
Pollution Control Board’s
(CPCB) Sameer app, the city’s
air quality index (AQI) stood at
449 in the severe category at 8
am on Saturday. It was 462 on
Friday.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered ‘good’, 51 and
100 ‘satisfactory’, 101 and 200
‘moderate’, 201 and 300 ‘poor’,
301 and 400 ‘very poor’, and
401 and 500 ‘severe’.

Due to rampant bursting

of crackers on Diwali on
Thursday despite restrictions in
place, the air quality in Delhi
was the poorest in five years
post the festival with rise in
incidents of stubble burning in
neighbouring states.

The city’s AQI slipped to
the ‘severe’ category on
Thursday night and continued
its upward trend to reach 462
at noon on Friday.

The weather office has
predicted strong surface winds
that will help clear out pollu-
tants in the city’s air on
Saturday. Experts said the air
quality degraded to severe in
Delhi-NCR due to
unfavourable weather condi-
tions Calm winds, low tem-
perature and low mixing height
And a poisonous cocktail of

emissions from firecrackers,
stubble burning and local
sources.

The Ministry of Earth
Sciences’ air quality forecast
agency, SAFAR, stated that
stubble burning accounted for
36 per cent of Delhi’s PM2.5 on
Friday, the highest in this sea-
son so far.

Delhi witnessed a cold
morning on Saturday as the
minimum temperature in the
city was recorded at 14.7
degrees Celsius, normal for
this time of the season.

The city will witness a
partly cloudy sky with shallow
to moderate fog in the morn-
ing and strong surface winds
during the day, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Saturday.

The maximum tempera-
ture is likely to hover around 28
degrees Celsius, it said.
Humidity at 8.30 am was 78 per
cent, the IMD said.

Weather scientists said
the fog/smog condition has
improved in Delhi-NCR as
forecasted. 

There was shallow fog and
visibility remained in the 600 to
800 metre range reported at
Delhi’s two airports from 5.30
am to 9.30 am, weather office
said. “Due to westerly to north-
westerly winds set in and have
also reached a speed 8 to 15
kmph and some humidity
reduction or moisture dry up,”
it said in a statement.
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Afire broke out at a gas
stove repair shop in north-

east Delhi’s Jafarabad area on
Friday, injuring five fire service
personnel and two civilians,
officials said.

The injured were shifted to
GTB Hospital, they
said.According to the officials,
a gas cylinder explosion trig-
gered the fire.The injured fire
personnel have been identified
as Suhil, Feroz, Suresh, Rakesh
and Mahavir, officials said,
adding that Suhil’s condition is
serious. A call about the fire in
Jafarabad was received by the
fire brigade around 8.15 pm,
they added.  According to
police, the fire broke out at a
gas stove repair shop and also
affected an adjoining grocery
and a mobile store. Eight fire
tenders brought the blaze
under control. People residing
in the affected building were
evacuated to ensure safety. The
area is densely populated and
accordingly, all necessary pre-
cautions were taken, a senior
police officer said. An inquiry
into the incident is being con-
ducted and accordingly legal
action will be initiated, the
police added. 
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The Delhi Cabinet on Friday
approved a budget of

�1,544 crore under the
Emergency Covid-19 Response
Package to bolster health sys-
tems in order to be prepared for
a possible third wave, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said.

“The cabinet was of the
consensus that Corona is not
over yet and a third wave can
be expected. Thus...There
should not be any hesitations
with respect to the control and
prevention of the spread of
Covid-19. In this direction,
the Delhi Cabinet unanimous-
ly approved a budget of
�1,544.24 crore for the State

ECRP 2021-22 to further
strengthen the fight against
Corona,” Kejriwal said.

The Chief Minister said
that in view of a possible wave
of Covid-19, the Delhi
Government is trying its best to
strengthen its health systems
and preparedness at every level.

“As a responsible
Government, we are taking all
measures and steps necessary
in this fight against Covid. In
view of the advent of a possi-
ble wave of Covid, the Delhi
government is trying its best to
strengthen its health systems
and preparedness at every
level,” he said.

According to officials, the
budget will be spent on further

enhancing testing and labs,
procuring supplies, mobilis-
ing additional human
resources, increasing health
facilities in hospitals and man-
aging Covid Care Centres,
among others.

“Of the total budget, �415
crore will be used for the
strengthening of Covid-19 test-
ing and labs. �445 crore will be
allotted for procurement of
supplies. A budget of �280
crore will help bolster health
facilities and hospitals along
with an amount of �125 crore
that will aid the management of
Covid care centres,” the
Government said in a state-
ment.

“The experts are antici-
pating a third wave of Covid-
19 cases in India, including
Delhi, bigger than the earlier
surges of Covid-19 cases. The
Delhi government in that view
had constituted a state level task
force under state nodal officer
and several task-based sub
committees to prepare for
management of pro in Delhi,”
it added.

Officials said that 6,836
ICU beds will be added in
seven hospitals in Delhi after
which the capacity of ICU
beds in the national capital will
increase to 17,000.
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Politics over Chhath Puja in
Delhi intensified on

Saturday with the AAP accus-
ing the BJP of not letting
‘Purvanchalis’ prepare ‘ghats’
required to perform rituals
pertaining to the festival.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) urged the BJP to stop
playing “dirty politics” over
Chhath Puja and let people cel-
ebrate the festival in Delhi.

“And, if they (BJP) con-
tinue playing dirty politics over
Chhath Puja, Purvanchalvasi
(People who hail from
Purvanchal region of Uttar
Pradesh) will not forgive them,”
AAP legislator Sanjeev Jha
warned while addressing a
press conference at the party
headquarters here.

There was no immediate
response from the BJP over the
AAP’s allegations.

The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) has prohibited cele-
brations of Chhath Puja on the
banks of the Yamuna this year.

In a recent order, the
Authority said Puja celebra-
tions will be allowed at desig-
nated sites in the city, except on
the banks of the river Yamuna.

Following this, Jha
requested L-G Anil Baijal to
allow Chhath Puja celebra-

tions on the banks of the
Yamuna, saying ghats (banks)
are cleaned before the devotees
perform rituals.

“At the behest of the BJP,
however, L-G sahab issued an
order barring Chhath Puja cel-
ebrations at Yamuna banks,” the
AAP MLA alleged.

“The BJP is now trying to
prevent the celebration of
Chhath Puja at DDA and
municipal corporations’ land in
Delhi. It’s clear that 

the BJP hates
Purvanchalvasi,” he charged.

Jha alleged that authorities
are not letting devotees prepare
ghats for Chhath Puja at vari-
ous locations in Delhi at the
behest of the BJP.

“Preparations for Chhath
Puja ghat were underway in
Dwarka. 

The mayor of the BJP-
ruled municipal corporation
visited the spot and said Puja
will not be allowed,” he said,
adding that the AAP MLA of
the area has been sitting on a
dharna at the site in protest
against denial of permission by
the mayor.

Lashing out at the BJP,
AAP leader Somnath Bharti
claimed that the saffron party
is “insulting” ‘Purvanchalis’ by
putting hurdles in their prepa-
rations for Chhath Puja.
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The Delhi Government on
Saturday deployed 114

water tankers to sprinkle water
on roads to settle dust, one of
major contributors to air pol-
lution, after the national
Capital’s air quality deteriorat-
ed following the Diwali festival.

Environment Minister
Gopal Rai flagged off the water
tankers, terming it an “emer-
gency measure” to help people. 

“Last month, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
launched an action plan that is
being implemented across the
city. Along with the people of
Delhi, we are running the cam-
paign to check the local source
of air pollution in the city - be

it dust, vehicle or biomass pol-
lution,” Rai told reporters.

He added that on Diwali,
instances of crop residue burn-
ing in Punjab and Haryana
along with bursting of fire-
crackers in the city added to air
pollution.

“Even today, incidents of
stubble burning are increasing.
Yesterday, about 3,500 inci-
dents were recorded and today,
it is more than 4,000. All this
is impacting Delhi’s air. As an
emergency measure and to
help people, we are sprinkling
water from the tankers. We
have even installed smog guns,”
the Aam Aadmi Party leader
said.

Rai on Friday blamed the
BJP for defying of the fire-

cracker ban by people, alleging
that the saffron party made
them burst crackers on pur-
pose, as the city’s air quality
index (AQI) entered the ‘severe’
category on Diwali night and
continued its upward trend to
reach 462 at noon on Friday.

The 24-hour average air
AQI the day after Diwali was
435 last year, 368 in 2019; 390
in 2018; 403 in 2017 and 445 in
2016. The AQI was 382 on
Diwali day this year, 414 in
2020; 337 in 2019; 281 in 2018;
319 in 2017 and 431 in 2016.

The Delhi Pollution
Control Committee also shut
down 92 construction and
demolition projects across the
city on Friday for flouting dust
control norms. 
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With the air quality con-
tinuing to deteriorate in

the national Capital, Delhi
Congress attacked the Delhi
Government, saying that Delhi
Government’s “yudh” (war)
against pollution has failed to
address the issue.

“The toxicity of Delhi’s air
has galloped to “severe” level
two days after Deepawali, to
make a mockery of Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind’s
“Yudh” (War) against pollu-
tion, his verbal utterances only
adding to the noise pollution,
as Delhi continues to be a “gas
chamber”, endangering the
lives of the people,” senior
Congress leader and former
MLA Anil Bhardwaj said on
Saturday.  

Addressing the media,
Bhardwaj said that after the
Covid-19 pandemic devastated
people, Delhi hospitals are now

flooded with dengue patients
and those with respiratory dis-
eases and dedicated Covid beds
being used to treat dengue
patients.

“The Kejriwal
Government’s ‘war’ against
crackers bursting on Diwali day
was also a big flop, with Arvind
blaming the BJP for ‘encour-
aging’ people to burst crackers,
resulting in a spike in air pol-
lution,” he said.

The Congress leader fur-

ther said that Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind is indulging in
shadow boxing with the BJP-
ruled Municipal Corporations
of Delhi, to cover up his
Government’s failure on all
fronts. He said that all of
Arvind’s  action plans for sum-
mer, monsoon and winter have
come to a naught.

Bhardwaj said that the fail-
ure of the Arvind
Government’s plans to check
water-logging, dengue and air

pollution were due to no effec-
tive long-term, mid-term and
short-term plans. 

He said that instead of
owning up to his Government’s
utter incompetence to check air
pollution, Arvind was blaming
others and other factors like
stubble burning by farmers,
cracker bursting etc to offer
lame excuses, though 41 per
cent air pollution is due to
vehicular traffic.
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Even the recently installed
smog tower at Connaught

Place could not give breath-
able air to residents nearby on
Diwali night as the air quali-
ty across Delhi-NCR nose-
dived to the “severe” zone fol-
lowing rampant cracker burst-
ing, Government data
showed.

Around 9 pm on
Thursday, the 24-metre-high
air purifier, considered the
first such structure in India,
recorded a PM2.5 concentra-
tioof 642 micrograms per
cubic metre at the inlet and
453 micrograms per cubic
metre at the outlet.

The smog tower could
only reduce the PM10 level
from 649 micrograms per
cubic metre to 511 micro-
grams per cubic metre, as per
the readings taken at 9 pm.

The safe limit for the
lung-damaging fine particles
PM2.5 and PM10 is 60 micro-
grams per cubic metre and
100 micrograms per cubic
metre, respectively.

Earlier, it lowered the
PM2.5 concentration from
538 micrograms per cubic
metre to 261 micrograms per
cubic metre and the PM10
levels from 603 micrograms
per cubic metre to 288 micro-
grams per cubic metre at 9

am. 
At 10 am, the PM2.5 con-

centration was reduced from
481 micrograms per cubic
metre to 228 micrograms per
cubic metre and the PM10
levels from 544 micrograms
per cubic metre to 250 micro-
grams per cubic metre.

There was no immediate
reaction from the office of
Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai to queries on the
smog tower data.

Official sources, however,
said smog towers can “reduce
pollution only to a certain
extent and one cannot expect
the large air purifiers to pro-
vide clean air on hazardous air
quality days like Friday”.Sunil
Dahiya of the Centre for
Research on Energy and
Clean Air said all environ-
mentalists and scientists have
been saying there is no proven
record or data globally that
establishes that smog towers
are effective.”

This experiment at
Connaught Place has shown
that smog towers can never be
a solution to the problem of
air pollution. 

Any further wastage of
money on such structures
should be stopped immedi-
ately. The money should be
utilised to reduce pollution at
source,” he said.
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A38-year-old man was
stabbed to death by

unidentified assailants on
Saturday morning in southeast
Delhi’s Govindpuri area. 

According to a senior
police official, at 5.15 am, a
police control room (PCR) call
was received regarding the
incident at Navjivan Camp in
Govindpuri.

“In the call, a girl said that
some people have beaten up
her father and he was lying
unconscious. A team was
rushed to the spot and the
injured, Rajender Kumar, a
resident of Navjivan Camp,
was taken to a hospital where
he was declared brought dead
by the doctors,” said the senior
police official.”There is no eye-
witness to the incident. Kumar
was stabbed five times and a
case under section 302 (mur-
der) of the Indian Penal Code
has been registered at the
Govindpuri police station,”
police said, adding that inves-
tigation is underway. Kumar
was a driver by profession and
previously involved in criminal
cases, police added.
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The Delhi Government has
ordered an enquiry into the

automated multilevel parking
incident, asking the director of
the civic body to submit its
report within 15 days.

The parking lot which col-
lapsed was inaugurated by the
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) in
November last year.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said that the
Delhi Government will not
tolerate wastage of taxpayers’
money and negligence in pub-
lic safety. “The Government has
taken cognizance of this mat-
ter and ordered the director of
local bodies to investigate the
matter through the ‘Public
Works Department’ of the
Delhi Government.

“The director has to submit

a report within 15 days to
recognise the lapses in parking
construction so that appropri-
ate action can be issued. The
MCD collected huge money
from the nearby shopkeepers in
the name of parking conversion
charges. Traders’ shops were
sealed and a parking space
was constructed. But within a
year, the parking space was
engulfed in corruption by the
BJP-ruled MCD and had start-
ed to collapse. Due to which
many cars have been damaged,”
he said.

Sisodia said that the BJP
ruled MCD in Delhi always
weeps for lack of money, but
even when they have the
money, they indulge in cor-
ruption and are dishonest with
public money. “The multi-level
parking of Green Park has fall-
en prey to the BJP-ruled MCD’s
corruption. 

This parking lot was inau-
gurated by the BJP leaders
with great enthusiasm in
November last year but within
a year it broke down. Electric
floor plates have started to fall
apart inside the parking lot,
which has damaged many cars
and many people have suffered
heavy losses. It is obvious that
it is the result of BJP’s rigging
and corruption that the park-
ing could not last even for a
year,” he said.

Sisodia alleged that huge
money was collected from the
nearby shopkeepers in the
name of parking conversion
charge by the BJP ruled MCD.
“Shops of traders were sealed
and the parking space was
constructed. 

This parking lot has start-
ed falling apart due to corrup-
tion and scam. The BJP-ruled
MCD has not only been dis-
honest with the public and
wasted their tax money, but
have also caused immense
damage to their vehicles in this
parking lot and even before
operationalizing this parking
space, its safety audit was not
even conducted,” he added.

The automated stack park-
ing facility was inaugurated in
November last year by
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal and Union minister RK
Singh along with senior SDMC
officials.

Delhi BJP accused the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) lead-

ers of “constantly” running a
vicious campaign against BJP
ruled municipal corporations,
saying that the inquiry ordered
into the Green Park Car park-
ing incident is nothing but an
attempt to malign the image of
the civic bodies.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said
that the AAP leaders including
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia are
constantly running a vicious
campaign against BJP ruled
MCDs and the order of inquiry
against alleged break down of
South DMC’s Green Park Car
parking is part of their malafide
campaign to malign SDMC
image.

“South DMC Mayor has
already clarified three days ago
that there was just minor
mechanical malfunctioning at
Green Park car parking which
was set right in a few hours but
AAP leaders have been con-
stantly trying to portray as if
the car parking has collapsed,”
he said. “There has been no
corruption in Green Park Car
Parking construction and it is
functional and inquiry is just a
waste of administrative
resources by Delhi
Government,” he said.
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Former Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda
on Saturday congratulated Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for his 'dedication' to trans-
form the holy site of Kedarnath following the
unveiling of Adi Shankaracharya's 
statue.

He also said he was proud of the fact
that there was a Karnataka connection to the
endeavour as the statue was sculpted by
Mysuru sculptor Arun Yogiraj and the black
schist was extracted from H D Kote in
Mysuru district.

The 88-year-old JD(S) supremo also
wished that he would soon visit Kedarnath
to see the newly installed statue of the eighth
century seer.

"I am deeply moved to see the very
impressive black schist statue of the great
saint Sri Adi Shankaracharya being unveiled
by you in Kedarnath on November 5.

I congratulate you for the dedication you
have shown to the transformation of the holy
site," Gowda wrote in his letter to Modi.

The JD(S) supremo said he is an ardent
follower of the Sri Sringeri Sharada Peetham
in Chikkamagaluru district in Karnataka,
which is one of the four cardinal centres
established by Adi Shankaracharya.
Recalling the 'inclusiveness' of the Sringeri
Math, the former Prime Minister said
Sringeri has been a spiritual counselor
across the centuries to many rulers and king-
doms.

He said the Wadiyar, the Peshwas, the
Keladis, Travancore rulers, Hyder Ali, Tipu
Sultan and the Nizams of Hyderabad had
immensely gained from their devotion to the
Math and the wise counsel it 
offered."The glorious tradition of the Math's
guidance has continued to the present day.
The Sringeri Math, personally for me, has
been a refined symbol of inter-faith harmo-
ny," Gowda noted.           

The 12 feet tall statue, weighing 28 tons,
has been installed on a rebuilt samadhi of
Sankaracharya at Kedarnath, an important
Hindu pilgrimage centre in the 
Himalayas. 
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�� Salem (TN): Depressed over securing

low marks in the National Eligibility and
Entrance Test (NEET), a 20-year old
medical aspirant allegedly died by sui-
cide in the district, police said.

Subhashchandra Bose, a resident of
Vadagumarai, had appeared for NEET,
the results of which were announced
four days back, and had scored fewer
marks in it.

Dejected over the inability to clear
the entrance exam, he allegedly con-
sumed pesticides on November 2. His
parents noticed him struggling in bed
and took him to the Government hos-
pital in Athur.

As his condition was said to be seri-
ous, he was referred to a private hospi-
tal in Salem for further treatment, they
said. However, Bose succumbed on
Saturday around 3.30 AM.

His body was taken to the
Government hospital in Salem for post-
mortem, where a large number of rel-
atives gathered, leading to tense
moments.

The state has already witnessed

alleged suicides of some medical aspi-
rants who had appeared for NEET. 

Expressing anguish over the med-
ical aspirant's death, AIADMK top
leader K Palaniswami extended his
sympathies with the family of the
deceased.

In a tweet, the Leader of Opposition
in the state Assembly also appealed to
students to not resort to such "wrong"
steps. PTI

Puducherry: Counselling for admis-
sion of candidates to medical courses in
the Union Territory for 2021-2022 would
begin as soon as the list of results of NEET
(National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test)
is received. 
A press release from the Directorate of
Health and Family Welfare Services of
Puducherry said on Saturday said the
National Testing Agency had announced
the NEET undergraduate 2021 results on
its official website. Candidates who took
the test can check the results.

The release said the Department
of Medical Education attached to the
Ministry of Health, New Delhi, is yet to
communicate to the territorial govern-
ment the complete list of the results in
respect of the Union Territory of
Puducherry.

The release said the results would be
available positively on November 9 on the
website of the NEET. The Health
Department here would publish the
results on its website. Once the results are
available, the counselling for admission
through Centralised Admission
Committee (CENTAC) of Puducherry
government would be conducted to
admit the students to the medical course.
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Former Union Minister and Sultanpur MP
Maneka Gandhi on Saturday welcomed

the cut in petrol and diesel prices and also
called for lowering the LPG cylinders rates.
Maneka Gandhi made the request to the
Union Government while touring her par-
liamentary constituency on a four-day
visit.

“The petrol and diesel prices have come
down. The Union government should con-
sider lowering the prices of other things, like
gas (LPG cylinder), too to provide relief to
the people,” she said during a programme
in her constituency.

The BJP MP made the request days after
the centre slashed the excise duty on petrol
and diesel by Rs 5 and Rs 10 respectively fol-
lowed by various BJP-ruled states too low-
ering the VAT on the two fuels in signifi-
cant relief to the common man.

While participating in her party's mem-
bership drive program in the Dehli Bazar
township of Isauli assembly segment,
Gandhi said, “Our efforts will be to win
Isauli. Wherever I will go, I will keep mak-
ing members. There will be 100 programs
in 100 days but it does not matter much until
we don't make up our minds."
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Auraiya (UP): Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Saturday warned people
against political parties which
equate Sardar Vallabhai Patel
with Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
an apparent reference to a
recent remark by Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav.

Speaking at the foundation
stone laying of a Government
medical college here and inau-
gurating other projects,
Adityanath, without naming
Yadav, said, "A leader of a
party had a few days back in a
speech attempted to equate
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, the
man who symbolised the unity
of India, with Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, who divided the coun-
try. The entire state should
reject such shameful and con-
demnable remarks."

"Sardar Patel, who sym-
bolised India's integrity, unit-
ed over 563 kingdoms with
India (at the time of
Independence). We have to
understand the mindset of the
elements, who are trying to
equate Sardar Patel with Jinnah.
Sardar Patel united the coun-
try, while Jinnah divided the
country, both cannot be con-
temporaries ('samkaksh').
Sardar Patel was a 'rash-
tranayak' (national hero), but

Jinnah was the one to break the
unity of India. We have to
remain alert of people who are
trying to equate them," he said.

The Samajwadi
Party chief had on Sunday
spoke of Mahatma Gandhi,
Sardar Patel, Jawaharlal Nehru
and Jinnah in the same breath
as leaders who fought for
India's independence. 

Yadav had lavished praise
on Patel on his 146th birth
anniversary but raised eye-
brows at one point when he
appeared to equate the four
leaders, including Jinnah, the

founder of Pakistan.
Speaking on the law and

order front, Adityanath said
that the image of the state is
changing. 

"Earlier, professional crim-
inals and mafia had made the
lives of the poor, traders and
women miserable. Earlier, there
was a race to embrace the
mafia elements, and derive
political mileage. But, today
everybody knows that bull-
dozers are running over the
mafia, and it can also run over
those who give refuge to the
mafia," he said.

Lucknow: Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav on Saturday
sought to defend his Muhammad Ali Jinnah remark as he hit out
at his detractors, asking them to read history books again.

On Sunday, Yadav courted controversy when he named
Jinnah, along with Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
and Mahatma Gandhi, saying they had helped India achieve inde-
pendence and never shied away from any struggle. He had also
said the three leaders studied at the same institute for their bar-
ristership. 

Asked by reporters here on Saturday at the inauguration of
the office of ally Janvadi Party Socialist about that row, Yadav shot
back, "Why should I say the context? I would say read the books
again."

His comments drew a sharp response from Uttar Pradesh BJP
chief Swatantra Dev Singh, who in a Hindi tweet said, 
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Mathura (UP): Over one lakh pilgrims and local
devotees took a dip at different ghats of Yamuna
river on Yam Dwitiya festival on Saturday.  
"At least 1.25 lakh pilgrims have taken a dip in
the holy Yamuna at Vishram Ghat," Navneet
Singh Chahal, District Magistrate, Mathura
said.To avoid congestion, pilgrims and locals also
bathed at other ghats of Yamuna along with
those in Gokul, Vrindavan and rural areas of the
district. There was no untoward incident
reported owing to foolproof planning, the DM
claimed.

After bathing in the river, pilgrims also paid

their obeisance in Yamuna Yamraj temple
located at the banks. People from different parts
of the country came in for the festival includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Bihar.

If a brother and sister jointly take a dip in
the holy river at Vishram Ghat, it is said to open
the gates of salvation, a local priest said quot-
ing a famous legend. The boons, on the request
of his sister Yamuna, were granted by Yamraj as
he was said to be pleased with her owing to the
hospitality extended during to his visit on the
auspicious day, the priest added. PTI

Jammu: Jammu & Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha reviewed
the coronavirus situation in the Union Territory on Saturday and
directed for strict enforcement of Covid-appropriate behaviour
to check any spike in the cases.

Sinha also reviewed the situation of dengue in Jammu and
directed the officials concerned for effective prevention efforts
even as a central team is in Jammu to assess the on-ground sit-
uation in the Union Territory.

Reviewing the Covid-19 situation during a series of meet-
ings with the members of the Covid Task Force, deputy com-
missioners and superintendents of police, Sinha emphasised on
the need to take effective and quick actions to minimise Covid-
19 impacts.

He termed rapid asymptomatic testing and contact tracing
as important tools to help reduce the spread of the virus.

The lieutenant governor directed the deputy commission-
ers, superintendents of police and health department to strict-
ly enforce Covid-appropriate behaviour in hospitals, shopping
complexes and other public places. He passed specific
directions to the health department for monitoring all the rel-
evant data on a regular basis for swift action.

While appreciating the efforts of the district administrations
for making tremendous efforts in the fight against Covid on var-
ious fronts, Sinha said the good practices must be replicated by
other districts as well for a better outcome.

"The main line of defence is now vaccination. We have secured
sufficient supplies to support vaccination and efforts should be
made to maximise uptake,” the L-G said, setting a timeline of
one week for 100 per cent coverage of the overdue second doses.
Instructions were also issued to the officials concerned to ensure
that restrictions on the public gatherings continue, besides dec-
laration of red zones and micro containment zones in areas reg-
istering surge  in positive cases on priority, an official spokesper-
son said.

During the meetings, the lieutenant governor sought district-
wise feedback on various critical aspects of Covid management
and implementation of the directions passed in the previous meet-
ings.

Sinha directed the deputy commissioners to regularly mon-
itor the functionality of the oxygen plants in their respective dis-
tricts and get the audit of oxygen generating plants done for oper-
ational readiness.

In the meeting, they also discussed the way forward for more
effectively tackling and containing the spread of the infection
across the Union Territory, the spokesperson said, adding the
lieutenant governor was informed that around 59 per cent of the
targeted population has already received the second dose of Covid
vaccine.  The lieutenant governor reviewed the situation of dengue
in Jammu and directed the officials concerned for effective pre-
vention efforts.
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From Page 1
The two sides underscored the importance of the mutual trust

between France and India, as well as that of the Indo-French part-
nership in working to strengthen multilateralism and defend a
free and open Indo-Pacific based on the rule of law. They also
called for continued Indo-French coordination, including at the
UN Security Council, on Afghanistan.

Doval and the French Defence Minister discussed ways to
expand bilateral and regional co-operation, deal with new threats
and support India’s defence industrialization and self-reliance.

India also welcomed European Union’s (EU) Indo-Pacific
strategy and looked forward to the French presidency of the EU
in the first half of next year as an opportunity to give further shape
to the EU’s engagement in the Indo-Pacific region, including secu-
rity, connectivity, sustainability and economic development.

The Indian NSA stressed the point that France is one of
India’s premier global and Indo-Pacific partners. In the talks, both
sides agreed that the emerging trends in global affairs reinforce
the need for a closer partnership between India and France.

The two sides discussed global security scenario, including
current developments and long term challenges in the Indo-Pacific
region, the situation in Afghanistan, Africa, Southeast Asia and
West Asia, the challenge of terrorism and emerging threats in
maritime, cyber and space domain.

From Page 1
Singh said 124 members of the National

Executive would be present in the NDMC
Convention Centre, while BJP ruled States Chief
Minister, deputy-Chief Ministers and State
presidents would sit in  the BJP headquarters at
Deen Dayal Upadhya  Marg and connect with
each-other virtually. 

“All 36 State units have been provided with
Nation Executive meet  link,” said the BJP gen-
eral secretary.

The National Executive meeting which,
according to party’s constitution, must be held
“once every three months” has not seen the day
in last two year. The last time the ruling party
called a full-fledged national executive conclave
was more than two years ago - in January 2019.

The centralisation of powers since the
onset of the Modi-Shah regime in 2014 has con-
siderably reduced the significance of the
National Executive platform and squeezed the
scope of dissent and discussion.

The meeting, however, assumes significance
as it comes just a few months before five States
are going to  polls in February-March next year.
Of these, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur have BJP Governments, while Punjab

is the only Congress-ruled State. In late 2022,
Assembly elections will take place in two more
States ruled by  BJP--  Gujarat, and Himachal
Pradesh.

The meeting would also look into the party
‘s reverses in the bypolls and in particular defeats
in Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan.

The BJP had a  mixed performance in the
bypolls held on the last Saturday for three Lok
Sabha and 29 Assembly seats across 13 States.
The BJP won only one Lok Sabha seat, and lost
the other two, including the Mandi parliamen-
tary constituency in poll-bound Himachal
Pradesh. The Opposition Congress made a clean
sweep in the hill State, winning the Mandi seat
and three Assembly constituencies for which by-
elections were held.

In  West Bengal too,  the ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) registered victory in all four
Assembly seats, while in Karnataka, another BJP-
ruled State, the  party suffered defeat in the
Hangal Assembly seat that forms part of
Haveri, the home district of  Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai who this year had replaced
the veteran B S Yediyurappa.

In  Assam, the BJP  bagged all five
Assembly constituencies.

From Page 1
Sidhu, the Amritsar East

MLA, has been opposing Deol’s
appointment as the State AG
and Iqbal Preet Singh Sahota’s
as DGP. Both Deol and Sahota
are considered Channi’s choic-
es.  Last month, Sidhu had said
the Congress would have “no
face” if the AG and DGP were
not removed.

Deol had represented for-
mer Punjab DGP Sumedh
Singh Saini in cases related to
the 2015 sacrilege incidents and
police firing on protesters and
got blanket bail for him, while
Sahota was the head of the spe-

cial investigation team formed
by the previous SAD-BJP
Government to probe the sac-
rilege incidents in which noth-
ing much came out of the
investigations.Deol had
replaced Atul Nanda, who had
stepped down in September
following the resignation of
Amarinder Singh as Punjab
Chief Minister.  Early this
week, there were reports that
Deol had offered to resign as
the AG. However, the senior
advocate refuted the reports.

A day before Sidhu had tar-
geted the Chief Minister over
alleged inaction in the sacrilege

cases. Denying reports of hav-
ing differences with the Chief
Minister, Sidhu has said he
spoke to him for all the good
that can be done for the State.
“There’s nothing personal. I
speak to him for the State. I
speak to him for all the good
that can be done for the State.
I have no differences with
Channi, not at all. Whatever I
do is for Punjab. I stand for
Punjab. Punjab is my soul.
That’s the goal,” Sidhu had
said. The latest salvo by Deol is
understood to be a counter to
what Sidhu had said about
Channi.

From Page 1
After his visit to the fire-hit

civil hospital, District Guardian
Minister Hasan Mushrif said:
“A few days back, I had given
instructions to the hospital
authorities to ensure against
occurrence of any mishap. The
state government will initiate
stern action against those
indicted for negligence in the
inquiry” 

Saturday’s was the fifth
mishap to have taken place in
the State since early this year.

Of them, three took place
in designated Covid-19 hospi-
tals, while one in at a hospital
where Covid-19 patients are
undergoing treatment.

Earlier on April 29, four
patients were killed when a
major fire broke out at Prime
Criticare Hospital at Mumbra’s
Kausa area in Thane district in

the early hours of Wednesday.
On April 23, as many as 14

Covid-19 patients died in the
early hours of Friday, when a
fire swept through an Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) of a pandem-
ic hospital at Virar in
Maharashtra’s Palghar district.

On April 21, as many as 24
Covid-19 patients who were on
ventilators and on Oxygen sup-
port died at a civic hospital at
Nashik in north Maharashtra
on Wednesday afternoon, fol-
lowing the sudden interruption
in liquid Oxygen supplies
caused by a leakage in the pipe
carrying the life saving gas
from a tank installed at the hos-
pital.

On March 26, a massive
fire at the Sunrise Hospital in
Dreams Mall in Bhandup had
left 11 Covid-10 patients
dead. 

From Page 1
“The NIA team led by an

Inspector General of Police held
detailed discussions with senior
RCMP officials to collate evi-
dence on several ongoing inves-
tigations into cases of terrorism
and other serious crimes in
order to bring about successful
prosecution of the accused in
both India and Canada,” the
Indian High Commission in
Ottawa said in a statement.

The NIA delegation also
“held additional meetings with
the International Crime and
Counter-terrorism Bureau of
Global Affairs Canada and with
senior officials from the
International Affairs Division of
Public Safety Canada, with a
view to deepening and expand-
ing India-Canada collaboration
on counter-terrorism and inter-
diction of global terrorist financ-
ing.”

The NIA and RCMP offi-
cials also discussed issues relat-
ed to evidentiary requirements
in India and Canada and possi-
ble cooperation for capacity
building in police investigation
between the two agencies.The
Indian delegation invited their
Canadian counterparts to visit
India at their earliest conve-
nience to continue the ongoing
collaboration between police
agencies.India and Canada share
common views on the need for
strong concerted action against
global terrorism and for cur-
tailing terror financing. The
police and security agencies of
the two countries pursue inves-
tigation, prosecution and sup-
pression of crime, including
crime related to terrorism,
through cooperation and mutu-
al assistance in criminal matters.

The two countries have a
range of ongoing bilateral mech-
anisms including a Joint
Working Group on Counter-
Terrorism. The two countries
had signed a treaty on Mutual
Assistance in Criminal Matters
in 1994 and have an Extradition
Treaty since 1987.
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Citing a Pentagon report
that claims China has

entered 4.5 km into Arunachal
Pradesh, the Congress on
Saturday sought an apology
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and asked him to “with-
draw” his “clean chit” to Beijing
that no one has entered the
Indian territory.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera said the PM
must give answers and give
deadlines on when there will
be status quo ante as on April
2020 on all our borders with
China.

The demand came after
the Congress cited the
Pentagon report.

Khera said the Chinese
intrusion has now been con-

firmed by the Pentagon to the
US Congress in its annual
report. The villages across the
border are of dual-use that
have not only civilian popula-
tion but act as cantonment for
the Chinese army.

He said in June 2020, BJP
MP in Arunachal Pradesh
Tapir Gao had written to the
Prime Minister and the Home
Minister warning them of the
transgressions made by China
into Indian territory.

Khera said the Prime
Minister and the Home
Minister denied the transgres-
sions and it has been 17
months since PM Modi gave a
“clean chit” to China.

“That clean chit is a dark
chapter in our history because
it was used by China across the
world. China was emboldened

by this clean chit, not just in
Arunachal Pradesh and
Ladakh but also in
Uttarakhand, where PLA
entered and destroyed our
infrastructure,” he told
reporters.

“This is a very serious
issue. The Prime Minister must
withdraw his clean chit given
to China and give a deadline to
the nation and tell when the
status-quo ante of April 2020
be restored across all our bor-
ders with China, whether it is
Depsang, Gogra Hot Springs,
Daulat Beg Oldie or Arunachal
Pradesh,” he said.

Khera said, “We need
answers, we need deadlines, we
need dates and we need an
apology for misleading the
world that China has not
entered our territory.”
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As digitisation has become
the buzzword amid the

Covid-19 pandemic, coopera-
tive societies, particularly banks
— whether big or small — are
finding themselves in the
crosshairs of cyber criminals.
This has prompted stakehold-
ers like the National
Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC) to step
forward to ensure cyber secu-
rity of digital assets of these
institutions.

“There has been growing
awareness of an organisation’s
cyber preparedness and
defence mechanisms. A large
number of institutions wake up
to this reality only after an inci-
dent. Considering the serious-
ness of issues connected with
cyber-security and protecting
the interests of members of var-
ious cooperative societies
including banks, we have
already constituted

Cooperative Institutions
Cybersecurity Advisory Forum
(CICAF) way back in May
2019.

“We have been holding
several rounds of training pro-
grams on cyber-security for
cooperative institutions, includ-
ing banks since then. Also, a
draft model framework for
“Cyber-security and IT
Guidelines for User
Interaction” has also been for-
mulated under the supervision
of former Cyber Security
Advisor in PMO Dr Gulshan
Rai, who is now Senior Advisor
(cyber security) with our
organisation,” NCDC MD
Sundeep K Nayak said.

However, he refused to
share details of the draft stat-
ing that it was still being dis-
cussed. The NCDC will be
holding a meeting on
November 8 with all the inter-
ested stakeholders to discuss
the draft as well as ways to fur-
ther tighten the system and

plug the loopholes in cyber
attacks.

In fact, the need for the
guidelines for cyber security of
the cooperatives has been con-
sistently felt for the past few
years particularly after reports
of hackers attack in various
cooperatives dealing in finance
business. For instance, in late
2018, Cosmos Bank, India’s
second largest co-operative
bank, was attacked by hackers
who siphoned off over Rs. 94
crore through a malware attack
on one of its servers.

Similarly, later in May
2019, a cooperative bank
known as Urban Cooperative
got hacked and in the process
lost �68 lakh from one of its
biggest accounts. In December
2019, data leak from insiders
led to the loss of �29 crores
from Shamrao Vitthal Co-
operative Bank while the
Chembur Nagarik Sahakari
bank which has only 10
branches and serves customers

located in the Chembur suburb
of Mumbai has reported hack-
ers trying to attack its servers.

This seems to be just the tip
of the iceberg as a lot of inci-
dents go unreported either
because the banks don’t realise
a data breach in the first place
or fear reputation loss, point-
ed out players in the sector.

Jyotindra Mehta, President,
National Federation of Urban
Cooperative Banks and Credit
Societies Ltd. (NAFSCUB),
pointed out that as most of the
banks are very small the price
involved in following RBI
guidelines to adopt the cyber
security technology is very
huge. “These banks need to be
provided with a technology
umbrella to cover their risk. We
have to come together to face
the cyber security challenge in
terms of advisory and func-
tionally as well,” he said.

Dr Gulshan Rai talked
about the gravity of the prob-
lem in today’s fully networked
society artificial intelligence
and machine learning which,
he said, makes it easy to manip-
ulate the software. “Software
manipulation poses risk to the
digital assets and may have
huge financial and strategic
impact. Moreover, convergence
of technology and high speed
of communication coming up
with 4G & 5G will make it even
more difficult to have security
of digital assets and informa-
tion contained in digital assets.

As per the RBI data, in at
least ten years till 2018, banks
in India faced 130,000 report-
ed cases of cyber fraud involv-
ing an estimated �700 crore. In
comparison to the asset value
held by the banks, this is a small
amount, however, a severe
cyber-attack can result in bank
failure even when no money is
lost directly, said the experts.
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India may lift the ban on
Italian conglomerate

Leonardo in an effort to sustain
the momentum of modernisa-
tion of the armed forces.
AgustWestland, the helicopter
manufacturing unit, was part of
the Leonardo group. India can-
celled the deal in 2013 for
VVIP helicopters for the IAF
on charges of �3,600 crore
kickbacks.

Consultations are now on
between the Defence Ministry
and Law Ministry to look into
all the legal angles before giv-
ing the go-ahead to the Italian
company to do business in

India, sources said here on
Saturday.

However, the lifting of the
ban may be partial and the
ongoing investigations by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) into the heli-
copter deal scam will continue,
they clarified. Also, Leonardo
cannot claim any compensation
for the earlier deals, sources said
adding the lifting of the ban is
conditional.

Sources said the removal of
the ban will allow India to
access world-class technology
for some projects like Black
Shark torpedo for the Scorpene
submarines now under con-

struction at the Mazagon Docks
Limited(MDL). The navy needs
these torpedoes for more lethal-
ity. The torpedoes are manu-
factured by one of the sub-
sidiaries of Leonardo group.

They said discussions were
on at various levels in the
Government and with Italy
regarding the removal of the
ban. The VVIP helicopter scan-
dal erupted in late 2010 and
early 2013 in Italy. 

Later, the Italian
Government even arrested
some Augusta Westland offi-
cials in connection with alleged
kickbacks. The then Defence
Minister A K Antony cancelled
the deal in 2013.
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After connecting Srinagar
International airport to the

United Arab Emirate (UAE),
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
has declared it a major airport
in the country. A notification
to this regard was issued by the
Ministry on Saturday. The
Government plans to start
more international flights from
Srinagar in the coming days.
The airport has recently seen a
sharp increase in passenger
influx.

“In exercise of the powers
conferred by Sub-Section (i) of
Section 2 of the Airports
Economic Regulatory
Authority of India Act, 2008
(No.27 of 2008), the Central
Government hereby declares
the airport at Srinagar as Major
Airport,” the notification read.
The move will help to bring the
airport at international arena.

Officials said that the
Government may announce
more international flights from
Srinagar in the coming days.
“Discussions are on with Gulf
countries to start flights from
Srinagar,” officials added.
Officials said that the
Government has planned to
invest �1,500 crore at the
Srinagar airport in the coming
days.

As per data, a total 2,152
domestic flights took place in
September this year as com-
pared to 1,093 last year. The air-
port has witnessed almost
12,000-13,000 daily passen-
gers footfall this year as com-

pared to 2,500 daily passengers
footfall last year.

At present, the major air-
ports that have an annual
capacity to handle about one
and a half million passengers
remain under the purview of
the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India
(AERA).

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had inaugurated
international flight operations
from Srinagar to Sharjah, UAE
on October 23. Under pressure
from internal politics, Pakistan
had denied to use its airspace.
The journey now takes nearly
40-50 minutes extra due to a
longer route to stay clear of the
neighbouring country’s air-
space as planes will have to fly
via Udaipur, Ahmedabad and
Oman due to the decision.
However, India has approached
Pakistan through diplomatic
channels to start using its air
space for Srinagar-Sharjah
flights in the interest of com-
mon people. Pakistan has not
responded till date.
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Dapagliflozin — a common
diabetes drug can be used

as an option for treating peo-
ple with chronic kidney disease
(CKD) in adults, claims a study
published in the journal Lancet.
Dapagliflozin belongs to a
group of medicines called ‘sodi-
um glucose cotransporter-2
(SGLT2) inhibitors’.

An SGLT2 inhibitor works
by blocking the SGLT2 protein
in the kidneys. Blocking this
protein alleviates kidney dam-
age by reducing pressure and
inflammation in the kidneys. It
also helps to stop protein from
leaking into the urine, and
reduces blood pressure and
body weight.

A clinical trial of 4,304 par-
ticipants with CKD revealed
that dapagliflozin reduces the
rate of kidney function decline
in patients with chronic kidney
disease (CKD).

The participants were
divided into two groups: With
dapagliflozin 10 mg or place-
bo once daily, added to stan-
dard care.

Although participants
without diabetes also experi-
enced a slower rate of kidney
function decline with
dapagliflozin, the effect of
dapagliflozin was greater in
those with diabetes.

“The key conclusion is that
dapagliflozin is an effective
treatment to slow progressive
kidney function loss in patients

with CKD with and without
type 2 diabetes,” said lead
author Hiddo Lambers
Heerspink, from the University
Medical Center Groningen.

“Therefore, in addition to
reducing the risk of heart fail-
ure or mortality, dapagliflozin
also slows the progression of
kidney function decline,”
Heerspink added.

CKD is a long-term con-
dition in which the kidneys do
not work as they should. It is
common, especially in older
people. In the early stages,
there are usually few symptoms
and people can have the con-
dition without knowing it.

CKD is often caused by
other conditions that affect
the kidneys. These include dia-
betes, high blood pressure,
high cholesterol and kidney
infections. Making healthy
lifestyle choices and controlling
underlying conditions are
important. CKD can get worse
over time, but treatments can
stop or delay this, and many
people live for a long time with
their condition well controlled.
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More fresh rain is in store
for South India, especial-

ly Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal, for the next five days.
These places are likely to wit-
ness the brunt of heavy rains
and thunderstorms. The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Saturday predicted
heavy to very heavy rain in
parts of Tamil Nadu over the
next few days due to formation
of low pressure over Bay of
Bengal. 

Fishermen are advised not
to venture into southeast Bay of
Bengal during November 9-10
and southwest Bay of Bengal
during November 10-12.

“A cyclonic 
circulation lies over Southeast
Bay of Bengal & adjoining
equatorial Indian Ocean off
Sumatra Coast. Under its influ-
ence a low pressure area is like-

ly to form over Southeast Bay
of Bengal around 9th. It is like-
ly to become more marked and
move west northwestwards
towards north Tami Nadu coast
during the subsequent 48
hours,” the IMD said in its fore-
cast on Saturday.

The IMD said that due to
this low pressure, increase in
rainfall activity with heavy to
very heavy rainfall at a few
places and extremely heavy
rain at isolated places likely
over north coastal Tamil Nadu
and heavy to very 
heavy rainfall at a few places
over south coastal Andhra
Pradesh during 11th-12th
November .

“Fisherman are advised
not to venture into southeast
Bay of Bengal during 09th-10th
and over southwest Bay of
Bengal and along & off
Tamilnadu and adjoining
Andhra Pradesh coast during
10th-12th November, 2021,” it
said.
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Afresh plea has been filed in
the Supreme Court seeking

to make States and Union
Territories as parties in a PIL
that has sought certain steps,
including two-child norm, to
control the country’s growing
population.

The plea filed by
lawyer Ashwini Kumar

Upadhyay said population
explosion is the root cause of
many problems, including the
excessive burden on natural
resources of the country.

Upadhyay had filed
the PIL challenging a Delhi
High Court order that dis-
missed a plea seeking certain
steps, including two-child
norm, to control the country’s
growing population.

The Centre has ear-
lier told the SC that India was
unequivocally against forcing
family planning on its people
and any coercion to have a cer-
tain number of children was
counterproductive and leads to
demographic distortions.

In an affidavit filed
in the top court, the Centre had
told the apex court that the
family welfare programme in
the country was voluntary in
nature, which enabled couples
to decide the size of their fam-
ily and adopt family planning
methods best suited to them,
according to their choice and
without any compulsion.

The PIL said the

high court failed to appreciate
that the right to clean air,
drinking water, health, peace-
ful sleep, shelter, livelihood, and
education guaranteed under
Articles 21 and 21A of the
Constitution could not be
secured to all citizens without
controlling the population
explosion.

The plea in the high
court had claimed that the
population of India had
marched ahead of China, as
about 20 per cent of Indians did
not have Aadhaar and there-
fore, were not accounted for,
and there were also crores of
Rohingyas and Bangladeshis
living illegally in the country.
It claimed that population
explosion was also the root
cause of corruption, apart from
being a contributory factor
behind heinous crimes such as
rape and domestic violence.

It also held popula-
tion explosion responsible for
pollution and the dearth of
resources and jobs. 
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To promote rel igious
tourism, the IRCTC has

planned a series of Shri
Ramayana Yatra Tours, which
will mark a gradual resump-
tion of domestic tourism by
trains in view of the improved
COVID-19 situation.

One such tour wil begin
from November 7, the Indian
Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporat ion
(IRCTC) said on Saturday.

“IRCTC has
planned the train tour pack-
ages utilising its Pilgrim
Special Tourist Trains and
Deluxe Tourist Trains duly
understanding the 
requirement of the budget
and premium segment
tourists,” it said in a state-
ment.

“The first departure
on the Ramayana Circuit
train will commence on
November 7 from New Delhi

followed by four other depar-
tures in the subsequent
month,” the IRCTC said.
Other packages include 12
nights  /  13 days Shri
Ramayana Yatra Express-
Madurai, which will depart on
November 16.

To meet the
requirement of the pilgrim
tourist market of south India,
IRCTC will be operating Shri
Ramayana Yatra Express-
Madurai with its budget-seg-
ment train comprising of
sleeper class coaches, the
statement said.

The train will start
from Madurai with boarding
points  at  Dindigul,
Tiruchchirappalli, Karur,
Erode, Salem, Jolarpettai,
Katpadi, Chennai Central,
Renigunta, and Cuddapah.

It will cover Hampi,
Nasik,  Chitrakoot,

Allahabad, Varanasi and will
return to Madurai.

The statement said

that there is also the 16 nights
/ 17 days package of the Shri
Ramayana Yatra Express-Sri
Ganganagar and the train
will depart on November 25.

For budget segment
tourists of North India, the
IRCTC is operating the Shri
Ramayana Yatra Express-Sri
Ganganagar with its pilgrim
special tourist trains, it said

The train will start
from Sri Ganganagar with
boarding and de-boarding
points at Abohar- Malout,
Bhatinda, Barnala, Patiala,
Rajpura, Ambala Cantt. ,
Kurukshethra,  Karnal,
Panipat ,  Delhi  Cantt ,
Gurgaon,Rewari,  Alwar,
Jaipur, Agra Fort, Itawah and
Kanpur, the statement said.

It  wi l l  cover
Ayodhya,  Sitamarhi,

Janakpur, Varanasi, Prayagraj
and Chitrakoot, Nasik, Hampi
and Rameswaram,
Kanchipuran and will return
to Sri Ganganagar. 
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The Bihar Government has
told the Supreme Court

that it has taken all “possible
steps” to protect the rights of
the transgender community,
including establishing a State
Transgender Welfare Board to
monitor their social develop-
ment. 

A bench headed by the
then Chief Justice S A Bobde

(since retired) on April 12 this
year had sought responses
from the Centre and states on
a plea of Kinner Maa
Eksamajik Sanstha Trust seek-
ing directions to establish a
transgender welfare board to
address their social welfare
issues.

Filing the reply affidavit,
Rakesh Ranjan, the Assistant
Director of the Social Welfare
Department of Bihar govern-
ment, said, “All possible steps
are being taken so that the

rights of the transgender com-
munity is protected and they
could live a respectful life like
any other citizen in the coun-
try.”

The state government said
the Bihar State Transgender
Welfare Board has been con-
stituted in 2015. “The
measures for the social devel-
opment of the transgender
community are being imple-
mented and monitored by the
Board from time to time. Its
composition included the
members of the transgender
community to ensure their
recognition and empower-
ment.”

The state said that
other welfare measures are
also being taken and a case on
this issue is being monitored by
the Patna High Court which
has been passing several orders
from time to time. “For the
welfare of the transgender
community, several decisions

have been taken with regard to
the establishment of
‘Facilitation Centre’ at the dis-
trict level in which at least two
members of the transgender
community are included as
members,” the state said.

A separate web portal for the
third gender has been pre-

pared to disseminate relevant
information such as legal pro-
visions about the third gender,
it said. 

“Besides, at least half a
dozen short films or docu-
mentary...Will be developed
with the help of the transgen-
der community members,” it
said. 

The Sikkim Government,
meanwhile, also filed its
response to the plea and said
that no order was needed to be
passed to it as there was “no
registered transgender person
in the state of Sikkim and no
certificate of identity has been
issued to any person”.
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Jammu: The main road con-
necting Jammu & Kashmir's
Rajouri to Thanamandi was
briefly closed for traffic on
Saturday as security forces
extended the ongoing search for
a group of terrorists to the Khabla
forest following information
about their suspected movement
in the area, officials said.

The counter-insurgency
operation in Surankote and
Mendhar forest in Poonch dis-
trict and Thanamandi in
Rajouri district entered the
27th day on Saturday.

While the operation to
track down the terrorists in the
forest belt of Poonch-Rajouri
was underway, the security
forces received information
about the suspected move-
ment of terrorists in the vast
forest area of Khabla along the
Mughal Road in the early hours
of Saturday, the officials said.

An operation was jointly
launched by the Army and the
police in the forest area of
Khabla but there was no con-

tact with the suspected terror-
ists, they said.

In view of the operation,
the traffic on the Rajouri-
Thanamandi road was sus-
pended as a precautionary
measure for the safety of com-
muters, the officials said.

Nine soldiers, including
two Junior Commissioned
Officers (JCOs), were killed in
two separate encounters with
the terrorists on the first day of
the search operation in
Surankote forest on October 11
and in Mendhar forest on
October 14.

A Pakistani terrorist, Zia
Mustafa, who was shifted from
Kot Bhalwal Central Jail,
Jammu to Mendhar on police
remand for questioning in
connection with the operation,
was killed when the security
personnel accompanying him
to identify a hideout in the
Bhatti Durrian forest  in
Mendhar came under fire
from the hiding terrorists on
October 24. PTI 

Samastipur/Patna: Four more
deaths, caused by illicit liquor
consumption, were on Saturday
reported in dry Bihar, where
hooch has claimed close to 40
lives in different districts since
Diwali.

The latest deaths have been
recorded in Samastipur district.
Earlier, at least 33 people died
in Gopalganj and West
Champaran districts upon con-
suming spurious liquor.

According to Manavjeet
Singh Dhillon, the
Superintendent of Police of
Samastipur, all four deceased,
including an Army jawan and
a BSF personnel, were residents
of villages falling under Rupauli
panchayat in Patori police sta-
tion area.

"Two persons, who had
taken ill, are currently under-
going treatment at a hospital.
We have learnt that all of them
had attended a funeral after
which they consumed liquor
brought by the Army man
who was visiting his home on
a holiday," Dhillon said.        He
said a bottle of Indian-made
foreign liquor was recovered
from the spot where alcohol
was said to have been con-
sumed and a team of FSL offi-
cials has been summoned for
chemical analysis of the con-

tents.
"We are investigating the

matter further. Some more
people are said to have con-
sumed liquor and understood
to have taken ill afterwards. We
urge their family members to
report the matter to the police.
Our top priority is to get the
sick treated," the SP said.
Sale and consumption of alco-
hol was banned in Bihar by the
Nitish Kumar government in
April, 2016.        Meanwhile, a
group of young Congress lead-
ers held a press conference in
the state capital to inform that
they have written to the gov-
ernor with the request that �10
lakh ex-gratia be paid to the
next of the kin of each
deceased, since "the deaths
expose the failure of the state
government to properly
enforce prohibition".

Rishi Mishra, a former

MLA and one of the signatories
to the letter, alleged that "the
role of the BJP, which is a part-
ner in the ruling alliance, also
needs to be investigated. Liquor
has been seized in the past from
the premises of one of its min-
isters".        Mishra, who is the
grandson of late Lalit Narayan
Mishra, a powerful member of
the Indira Gandhi cabinet, was
alluding to Ram Surat Rai, a
member of the state cabinet.
Liquor was recovered from a
property owned by his
estranged brother earlier this
year.

"Moreover, the BJP seems
to be so enthusiastic about the
ban on liquor in Bihar though
it has not imposed prohibition
in any other State ruled by it.
This duplicity needs to be
exposed," said Mishra, who
was earlier a member of Nitish
Kuma's JD(U). PTI

Mangaluru: The Central and State
Governments were forced to margin-
ally reduce tax on fuel prices after the
setback in the recent bye-elections,
Congress leader and former Minister
U T Khader MLA said on Saturday.

Addressing reporters here, he said
the marginal reduction in petrol prices
is to temporarily pacify the people who
are angry at BJP's governance.

He said if it took 70 long years for
petrol prices to reach �70, the BJP gov-
ernment took only seven years to cross
the  �100 mark.        

The Union Finance Minister who
claimed that fuel prices were not in the
control of the Government has now
exposed the Government's double
game, he said. Khader also wanted the
Government to initiate steps to bring
down the soaring prices of essential
commodities.

On the controversy over the pro-
posal by BJP MLA Bharath Y Shetty
to name a circle in Surathkal after V
D Savarkar, Khader said the need of
the hour is to discuss public issues
rather than naming circles. PTI 
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Amaravati: The BJP organised State-wide protests in
Andhra Pradesh on Saturday demanding that the State
Government immediately reduce Value Added Tax on
petrol and diesel and provide relief to the people.

Leader of the Opposition and Telugu Desam Party
president N Chandrababu Naidu, separately, held a press
conference and demanded that Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy keep his word and bring down the prices
of petrol and diesel to the lowest level in the country.

BJP state president Somu Veerraju, who led the protest
in Rajamahendravaram, said the Centre has cut the Excise
Duty on petrol and diesel by � 5 and � 10 a litre respec-
tively.

"Several states across the country have reduced VAT
on fuels following the Centre's call. The Jagan government
blamed the Centre for spiralling fuel prices, but when the
latter provided relief in the form of Excise Duty cut, why
is the state not following that?" he asked.

Veerraju said the BJP would step up the agitation with
people's support if the State Government did not reduce
VAT on petrol and diesel forthwith.     BJP cadres organ-
ised protests at all district Collectorates on the petro price
issue.     At his press conference, the TDP chief recalled
Jagan's claims, when he was then in the opposition, that
he would bring down the petro prices to the "lowest in
the country". PTI
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Thiruvananthapuram: Sixteen months after her arrest in
the sensational gold smuggling case, Swapna Suresh, one
of the prime accused in the racket, walked out of jail here
on Saturday after securing bail on November 2.

Suresh, who completed the necessary bail proce-
dure, left for her residence with her mother, days after the
Kerala High Court granted bail to her and seven others
in a UAPA (Unlawful Activities Prevention Act) case
lodged by the NIA in connection with the smuggling of
gold through diplomatic channels.      

The court, while allowing her bail, had held that prima
facie it did not find that the accused committed any ter-
rorist act as alleged against them. 

Suresh was taken into custody by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) along with another accused
Sandeep Nair from Bengaluru on July 11, 2020, also a
Saturday.

Today, Suresh refused to talk to the media initially,
but said she will respond later following which the tele-
vision channels followed her to her residence in the city. 

However, her mother told the waiting media there her
daughter was not feeling well as she just got released from
the jail, and will not be talking to them today.

Earlier, after completing the official bail proceedings,
Suresh left the "Vanitha" jail at Attakulangara here, where
she had been lodged.

The court had granted bail to Suresh, a former
employee of the UAE consulate here, subject to furnish-
ing a bond of �25 lakh with two solvent sureties each for
the like amount.

The NIA, ED and Customs conducted separate
investigations into the racket that was busted with the
seizure of gold worth �15 crore from the diplomatic bag-
gage of the UAE Consulate at Thiruvananthapuram air-
port on July 5, 2020.   PTI

Ahmedabad: Five workers died after inhal-
ing toxic gas while cleaning an underground
tank at a pharmaceutical unit in Gujarat's
Gandhinagar district on Saturday, an official
from the fire department said.

The incident occurred at an effluent treat-
ment plant of the pharmaceutical 
unit in Kalol taluka in the afternoon, chief fire
officer of Gandhinagar Mahesh Mod 
said.

"As the plant was shut today, the man-
agement had decided to clean the tank,
which stores the factory's liquid waste before
it is sent for treatment. 

Although there was hardly any liquid
waste in the tank, the workers were unaware
about the presence of toxic gas inside it," Mod
said. PTI

Muzaffarnagar: Three people have
been booked for allegedly attempting
to rape a woman in a village here and
beating up her family members,
police said on Saturday. 

According to police, the incident
took place on Friday in a village under
Khatoli Police Station area.

The woman, 20, was accosted by
three men when she had 
gone out to give cattle fodder, police
said. 

As per the complaint lodged by
the victim's family, the three men took
the woman to a nearby field where
they attempted to rape her. 

When the family members con-
fronted the accused, they beat them
too, said the complaint, according to
police. All three accused are on
the run and a search is on to nab
them, police said. 

In another incident, a half burnt
body of a man was found in the fields
on Friday at Biharipur village in
Khatoli, police said.

The yet to be identified body has
been sent for postmortem and an
investigation is on in the matter,
they said. It is suspected that culprits
dumped the body after killing the man
and tried to burn it to prevent it from
being identified, police said. PTI

Agartala: As many as 821 nominations filed for
elections to 20 civic bodies in Tripura – comprising
Agartala Municipal Corporation (AMC), 13
municipal councils and six nagar panchayats --
were found valid after scrutiny, officials in the state
election commission said.

Civic body elections in the northeastern
state are scheduled to be held on November 25.
Results will be announced three days later, on
November 28. As many as 334 seats, including 51
of the AMC, will be up for polls.         The ruling
BJP has fielded candidates in all 334 seats, while
the opposition CPI(M) has named nominees for
212 seats, the CPI for six seats, AIFB  for five seats
and the RSP for two seats. 

The TMC has fielded nominees in 124 seats
and the Congress in 100. Twenty-nine
Independent candidates have also joined the fray
.The last date for submission of nominations was
November 3.    PTI
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Kolkata:Actor-turned-BJP
leader Joy Banerjee on Saturday
said he has decided to resign
from the primary membership
of the party, after having "faced
neglect" in the recent years.

Banerjee, who joined the
BJP in 2014 and unsuccessful-
ly contested Lok Sabha elections
twice, also said that he has
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, informing him
about his decision to sever all
association with the saffron
party. "I want to work for com-
mon people and that isn't quite
possible if I continue to be a part
of the BJP," he told reporters.

Mentioning that he has been
removed from BJP National
Executive, Banerjee further said,
"My security has also been
taken away by the central lead-
ership. I am not a new member;
I had joined the party way
back in 2014.

"I had told Narendra Modi
in 2017 that I would want to do
more for the organisation. But
there was no response. I won't
tolerate more neglect," he added.

To a question if he had any
plan to join the Trinamool
Congress, Banerjee said he has-
n't taken any such decision as
yet. PTI

8�
:�����	���	�.��	

	/�	
���;�����
/�������
�����<2-��	��	��2���

��	�������
������������
������������
���7�	�����
�������
����!!��
������,��
�$��(����

��� 
����������(������
����� ���

9��:���������
��!�����������
�
������

�����
���
������!
�����
��1��
������
�
�
!
������
������ ���

����
�����������

�R�>)!
��������������
�����
��

;�	���������
�����

�	�

���
�
����� �	���
�
����
�����

�����.!����!��� 686+5�

Having declined to entertain
a plea by the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) seeking
extension of his custody by
nine days, a Special Holiday
Court on Saturday remanded
Maharashtra’s former Home
Minister and accused in a
money laundering case  Anil
Deshmukh in judicial custody
for 14 days.  

On a day when his son
Hrishikesh Deshmukh-- who is
also being investigated --
approached the Sessions Court
seeking anticipatory bail, Sr
Deshmukh was produced
before Holiday Special Court
Judge P. R. Sitre. The Special
Judge rejected the ED’s plea to
extend Sr Deshmukh’s custody
for nine more days. Instead, he
sent the former State Home
Minister to judicial custody for
14 days.

S e v e n - o n e - y e a r - o l d
Deshmukh was arrested in the
early hours of November after
intense grilling lasting for more
than 12 hours in the alleged
money laundering case linked to
the charges of extortion made
against him by Mumbai’s former
Police Commissioner Param
Bir Singh.   

Deshmukh – who had
skipped the summons issued by
the ED on five occasions -- had
said ahead of his arrest: “A

false narrative and erroneous
impression is being created by
the vested interests that I am
evading or avoiding to appear
before the Enforcement
Directorate. Undoubtedly, such
propaganda is baseless. All that
I ever wanted is a transparent,
fair and objective probe without
any fear or favour so that the
truth is not rendered causality”.

Deshmukh had resigned
from his post as the State Home
Minister on April 5 2021 with-
in hours after the Bombay High
Court ordered a “Preliminary
Enquiry” (PE) by the CBI into
the serious charges of corrup-
tion made against him by
Mumbai’s former Police
Commissioner Param Bir Singh.
He is being investigated by the
CBI and Enforcement
Directorate (ED) over the alle-
gations of corruption made by
Param Bir Singh.   

It may be recalled that on
March 20, the former commis-
sioner of police had  alleged that
State Home Minister
Deshmukh had asked now
arrested and dismissed police
officer Sachin Vaze to "collect"
a staggering Rs 100 crore per
month from bars, restaurants
and other sources in Mumbai.

Deshmukh is being inves-
tigated by the CBI in connection
with a First Information Report
(FIR) registered by it on April
24 section 7 of the amended

Prevention of Corruption Act
and section 120-b (conspiracy)
of IPC for an “attempt to obtain
undue advantage for important
and dishonest performance of
the public duty”.

Having prima facie found
“cognisance offences” of cor-
ruption and conspiracy   against
him during a Preliminary
Enquiry (PE) conducted by it
into the allegations made against
him by Mumbai’s former Police
Commissioner Param Bir Singh,
the CBI on April 21 registered
a regular case against him and
other unknown people.

Having established a trail
for Rs 4.7 crore allegedly paid
by the 10 bar owners in
Mumbai over a period of three
months December 2020 and
February 2021, the ED had
conducted raids on the three
residences and one property of
Deshmukh on June 25.

The ED has alleged that of
the total amount, Rs 4.18 crore
was then deposited in cash with
four Delhi-based shell compa-
nies– Reliable Finance
Corporation Pvt. Ltd, VA
Realcon Pvt. Ltd., Utsav
Securities Pvt. Ltd. and Sital
Leasing and finance Pvt. ltd.
These firms subsequently
donated the entire money to
Shri Sai Shikshan Sansthan
Trust, a charitable trust head-
ed by Anil Deshmukh and his
family.
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An oil tanker exploded near
Sierra Leone’s capital,

killing at least 92 people and
severely injuring dozens of
others after large crowds gath-
ered to collect leaking fuel, offi-
cials and witnesses said on
Saturday.

The explosion took place
late on Friday after a bus struck
the tanker in Wellington, a sub-
urb just to the east of Freetown. 

The mortuary at Connaught
Hospital reported 92 bodies
had been brought in by Saturday
morning. About 30 severely
burned victims were not expect-
ed to survive, according to
Foday Musa, a staff member in
the intensive care unit.

Injured people whose
clothes had burned off in the
fire that followed the explosion
lay naked on stretchers as nurs-
es attended to them on
Saturday. Hundreds of people
milled outside the main gates
of the mortuary and near the
hospital’s main entrance, wait-
ing for word of their loved ones.

It was not immediately
known how many people were
undergoing treatment for burns
because patients were taken to
hospitals and clinics across the
metropolitan area.

Video obtained by The

Associated Press of the explo-
sion’s aftermath showed a giant
fireball burning in the night sky
as some survivors with severe
burns cried out in pain.
Charred remains of the victims
lay strewn at the scene await-
ing transport to mortuaries.

President Julius Maada Bio,
who was in Scotland attending

the United Nations climate
talks on Saturday, deplored
the “horrendous loss of life.”

“My profound sympathies
with families who have lost
loved ones and those who have
been maimed as a result,” he
tweeted.

Vice-President Mohamed
Juldeh Jalloh visited two hos-

pitals overnight and said Sierra
Leone’s National Disaster
Management Agency and oth-
ers would “work tirelessly” in
the wake of the emergency.

“We are all deeply sad-
dened by this national tragedy,
and it is indeed a difficult time
for our country,” he said on his
Facebook page.
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At least eight people have
died and scores of others

injured in what authorities
described as a “mass casualty”
incident on the opening night
of a popular music festival
here in Texas attended by some
50,000 fans of American rapper
Travis Scott.

The sold-out concert by
Scott at the Astroworld Festival
in Houston had to be cancelled
immediately after people start-
ed falling after the massive
crowd began “to compress
toward the front of the stage”
around 9:00-9:15 pm (local
time) on Friday, CNN reported.

Multiple fans were tram-
pled as hundreds rushed the
event’s perimeter. Once inside,
some people began climbing
onto portable toilets as securi-
ty personnel worked to try and
contain the crowd, ABC 13
news website reported.

“We had scores of individ-
uals that were injured,”
Houston Fire Chief Sam Pena
said during a news conference
early on Saturday morning.

“The crowd began to com-
press toward the front of the
stage, and people began to
panic,” Pena said.

Describing what unfolded
as a “mass casualty” incident,
the fire chief said that 17
patients were rushed to local
hospitals. More than 300 peo-
ple were treated at the field hos-
pital set up near the festival,

Pena said, adding that the con-
cert drew about 50,000 atten-
dees. So far, eight people have
died and hundreds of others
injured during the opening
night of the popular weekend
music festival, authorities said.

Astroworld organisers did
not immediately respond to
CNN’s request for comment
early Saturday morning.

Organised by rapper Scott,
the third annual festival fea-
turing multiple acts was sched-
uled to run from Friday
through Saturday, according to
the event’s website. The view
from SkyEye overhead Friday
night showed the heavy police
and fire department activity in
the area of the event as organ-
isers ended it early.

The organisers, rapper
Scott and LiveNation, stopped

the show when it was apparent
that multiple people were hurt,
according to Houston Police
Chief Troy Finner, ABC 13
reported. The crowd disre-
garded metal detectors and
security guards who were
checking bags.

Members of the Houston
Police Department’s (HPD)
Mounted Patrol Unit were also
on scene and worked to contain
the chaotic scene. HPD
Executive Assistant Chief Larry
Satterwhite was on-duty at the
festival along with 367 police
officers and 241 security officers,
according to the ABC 13 report.

Giving his first-had
account, he said, “Once we
started having the mass casu-
alty incident, they were start-
ing CPR on several people, and
it happened all at once.
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Akey conclave of China’s
ruling Communist Party

next week is widely expected to
pass a resolution on the major
achievements besides “histor-
ical experience” of the 100-
year-old party and pave the way
for an unprecedented third
term for President Xi Jinping.

Xi, 68, holding China’s all
three power centres- General
Secretary of the Communist
Party of China, (CPC),
Chairman of the powerful
Central Military Commission,
(CMC) the overall high com-
mand of the military and the
Presidency- will attend the
“high-profile Party plenum” of
the Party on Monday, a lengthy
commentary by state-run
Xinhua news agency said.

Titled “Xi Jinping, the man
who leads the CPC on a new
journey”, the commentary said
“a landmark document will be

tabled at this important meet-
ing — the resolution on the
major achievements and his-
torical experience of the CPC’s
100 years of endeavours”, it said.
The Plenum is scheduled to be
held from November 8 to 11.

Politically, it is regarded as
a key meeting for Xi who in the
last ten years of his tenure in
power has emerged as the most
powerful leader after party
founder Mao Zedong as he is
widely expected to take up an
unprecedented third term in

office. All China’s top leaders
derive their power from the
post of the General Secretary of
the CPC. All the predecessors
of Xi have retired following the
mandatory rule of two five-year
terms or completion of 68
years of age.

Xi is widely regarded to be
in power after the end of his
second tenure later next year,
possibly for life in view of a key
constitutional amendment in
2018 which removed the two-
term limit for the President. He
has also been made “core
leader” of the party in 2016, a
status enjoyed by Mao.

Over 370 full and alternate
members of the CPC Central
Committee will take part in the
Plenum being held in Beijing
under tight Covid-19 control
measures as the city in the last
few weeks has reported sever-
al cases of the virus prompting
officials to tighten entry and
exit controls.
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Cheering and marching to
the beat of drums, tens of

thousands of climate activists
paraded on Saturday through
the streets of the Scottish city
hosting the UN climate sum-
mit, demanding that
Governments step up actions to
reduce the use of climate-
warming fossil fuels that are
damaging the planet.

The mood in Glasgow was
upbeat despite bursts of rain
and the crowd was peaceful.
Protesters condemned govern-

ment leaders around the world
for climate talks that activists
say have so far failed to produce
the fast action needed. Climate
protests were also held in other
cities across Europe, including
London, Paris, Dublin,
Copenhagen, Zurich and
Istanbul.

“We’re having these con-
versations, but there’s no poli-
cies to actually back them,” said
Daze Aghaji, a marcher from
London at the Glasgow demon-
stration, shouting over the
steady beat of the drums. 

“And on top of that, the real

people should be in the room,”
Aghaji said, echoing complaints
from climate advocates that the
Glasgow summit has too
sharply limited participation by
the public. “How are we expect-
ing to make decent policy
when the people who are the
stakeholders of this aren’t even
present in the room?” 

Marchers held signs with
messages including “Code Red
for Humanity,” “Stop big pol-
luters,” “COP26, we are watch-
ing you” or simply “I’m angry.” 

Megan McClellan, 24, of
Glasgow said she doubted that

climate negotiators were lis-
tening: “This is a very easy
thing for them to ignore.
They’re nice and comfortable”
inside the summit conference
center. 

But her friend Lucette
Wood, 30, of Edinburgh dis-
agreed.

“They might not actually
do anything about it but they
pretend that they do ... and they
will just put it off for 20-30
years,” Wood said.

As marchers neared the cli-
mate summit, a rainbow arched
through the sky.

���� A<5��@86

Sudan’s protest movement
has rejected internationally

backed initiatives to return to
a power-sharing arrangement
with the military after last
month’s coup, announcing two
days of nationwide strikes start-
ing on Sunday. The movement
called for the establishment of
a civilian Government to lead
a transition to democracy.

The call came as a leader of
the country’s main political
party accused the military lead-
ership of negotiating in bad
faith. The Sudanese military
seized power Oct. 25, dissolv-
ing the transitional adminis-
tration and arresting dozens of

government officials and politi-
cians. The coup has been met
with international outcry and
massive protests in the streets
of Khartoum and elsewhere in
the country.

The takeover has upended
the country’s fragile planned
transition to democratic rule,
more than two years after a
popular uprising forced the
removal of longtime autocrat
Omar al-Bashir and his Islamist
Government.

Since the coup, the inter-
national community has accel-
erated mediation efforts to
find a way out of the crisis,
which threatens to further
destabilize the already restive
Horn of Africa region.

Islamabad: The Interim
Foreign Minister of the Taliban
Government in Afghanistan
is expected to visit Pakistan in
the coming days as part of
efforts by the two sides to
reset their ties in the wake of

the Taliban’s takeover of Kabul,
a media report said.

Amir Khan Muttaqi was
invited last month by Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi during his
visit to Kabul. PTI
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Two suspects have been
arrested in connection with

the killings of a civil society
activist and three other women
whose bodies were found in a
house in northern Afghanistan
last week, a senior Taliban
security official and a co-work-
er of the slain activist said on
Saturday.

The suspects confessed to
luring the women to the house
in the city of Mazar-e-Sharif,
Sayed Khosti, the spokesman of
the Taliban-run Interior
Ministry, said in a video state-
ment posted on Twitter. 

He did not say whether the
suspects also confessed to the
killings. He did not offer a
motive for the killings or iden-
tify the victims. The case is
being referred to a court, he
said. 

One of the victims was
Frozan Safi, 29, according to a
local cultural center where she
worked. Safi had been desper-

ate to leave Afghanistan
because she feared for her
future under restrictive Taliban
rule and because she wanted to
join her fiance, also an activist,
who fled the country previ-
ously, said Sayed Azim Sadat,
director of the Zainuddin
Mohammad Babar Cultural
Center.

Safi left her home close to
three weeks ago to meet some-
one who claimed he could
help her get out of Afghanistan,
Sadat told The Associated Press.
Khosti said the suspects con-
fessed during interrogation
that they had invited the
women to the house.

Some activists have report-
ed receiving phone calls and
emails from suspicious people
who claimed they could help
those wanting to leave
Afghanistan. The activists were
asked to share their personal
details and were invited to
come to certain locations,
according to posts in reporters’
WhatsApp groups.
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The Lahore High Court on
Saturday set aside a trial

court’s conviction and acquit-
ted six senior leaders of
Mumbai attack mastermind
Hafiz Saeed’s banned Jamat-ud-
Dawah (JuD) in a terror financ-
ing case.

Saeed-led JuD is the front
organisation for the proscribed
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), the ter-
ror outfit responsible for car-
rying out the 2008 Mumbai
attack that killed 166 people,
including six Americans.

The anti-terrorism court
Lahore in April this year had
handed nine-year imprison-
ment each to JuD senior lead-

ers – Prof. Malik Zafar Iqbal,
Yahya Mujahid (JuD
spokesperson), Nasarullah,
Samiullah and Umar Bahadur
- and six months’ jail term to
Hafiz Abdul Rehman Makki
(brother-in-law of Saeed) after
an FIR was registered by the
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) of the
Punjab Police.

The trial court had found
these leaders guilty of terror
financing. They had been col-
lecting funds and unlawfully
financing the proscribed organ-
isation Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).
It had also ordered the confis-
cation of assets made from
funds collected through ter-
rorism financing.
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The head of the UN body
investigating the most seri-

ous crimes in Myanmar said
that preliminary evidence col-
lected since the military seized
power on Feb. 1 shows a wide-
spread and systematic attack on
civilians “amounting to crimes
against humanity.”

Nicholas Koumjian told
U.N. reporters Friday that the
Independent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar,
which he heads, has received
over 200,000 communications
since the army takeover and
has collected over 1.5 million
items of evidence that are being
analyzed “so that onae day
those most responsible for the

serious international crimes in
Myanmar will be brought to
account.”

In determining that the
crimes against civilians appear
to be widespread and system-
atic, he said investigators saw
patterns of violence — a mea-
sured response by security
forces to demonstrations in
the first six weeks or so after the
military takeover followed by
“an uptick in violence and
much more violent methods
used to suppress the demon-
strators.”

“This was happening in
different places at the same
time, indicating to us it would
be logical to conclude this was
from a central policy,”
Koumjian said. 
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India is ready to move into the
next orbit of growth with the

hugely successful implementa-
tion of the Covid-19 vaccina-
tion program, State Bank of
India (SBI) Chairman Dinesh
Kumar Khara said on Saturday. 

The kind of vaccine drive
the country has seen makes all
the Indians proud, especially
because the domestically pro-
duced vaccine is being used in
a big way, Khara said at the
India Pavilion at EXPO2020
Dubai.  

“Actually, it (rapid vacci-
nation) has enhanced the con-
fidence level of the common
man as well as the economy,” he
said. 

India recently achieved a
major milestone in its vacci-
nation programme against

Covid-19 as the cumulative
vaccine doses administered in
the country surpassed the 100-
crore mark. 

“The country has lived
through one of the most chal-
lenging times and has come out
of it in a very successful man-
ner that gives the confidence
that going forward, the journey
should be rather easy, and we
should be having a huge oppor-
tunity for growth... Which I am
sure will go a long way in terms
of meeting the common man’s

aspirations,” he said. 
The credit growth in the

economy was quite muted for
almost two years, he said,
expressing hope that the capac-
ity utilisation will improve,
and help revive investment
demand in the corporate sec-
tor. 

“The government has
done a wonderful job by con-
tinuing its focus on infrastruc-
ture investment, which has
gone a long way in terms of giv-
ing a push to the core sectors
of the economy. And with pri-
vate corporate sectors coming
with the investment, the econ-
omy will certainly move to the
next orbit of development,” he
added.  On the India Pavilion,
Khara said it is presenting the
real India, which is full of
opportunities, to the whole
world in an impressive manner.
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Terming whistleblower allega-
tions on loan evergreening as

“grossly inaccurate and baseless”,
Indusind Bank on Saturday admit-
ted to have disbursed 84,000 loans
without customer consent in May
owing to a “technical glitch”.

Lending without the consent
was reported by the field staff in two
days, and the glitch was also recti-
fied expeditiously, the private sec-

tor lender said in a clarification.
On Friday, there was a media

report about anonymous whistle-
blowers writing to the bank man-
agement and the RBI about BFIL,
the microlending-focused sub-
sidiary of the bank, allegedly resort-
ing to evergreening of loans, where-
in existing borrowers unable to pay
dues were given new loans to pre-
sent the books as clean.

“The bank strongly denies the
allegations of ‘evergreening’. All

the loans originated and managed
by BFIL, including during the
Covid period which saw the first
and second waves ravaging the
countryside, are fully compliant
with the regulatory guidelines,” an
official statement said.

“Due to a technical glitch in
May 2021, nearly 84,000 loans were
disbursed without the customer
consent getting recorded at the time
of loan disbursement,” it added.

“Operational issues” due to the

pandemic’s second wave like lock-
downs, containment zones, and
restrictions at the village/panchay-
at level had necessitated disburse-
ment of some loans in cash, it said.

At the end of September,
26,073 of these 84,000 clients were
active with the loan outstanding at
Rs 34 crore, which is 0.12 per cent
of the September-end portfolio,
the bank said, adding that it carries
necessary provisions against the
loans.
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Airline major IndiGo said on
Saturday that it will com-

mence 12 new flights in
November 2021.The airline,
which commenced flight ser-
vice between Ahmedabad and
Jodhpur from November 1 and
in the Bengaluru-Rajkot,
Kolkata-Coimbatore, Delhi-
Trivandrum and Dibrugarh-
Dimapur routes from
November 2, will launch ser-
vice between Ahmedabad and
Ranchi from November 10.

The airline said these
flights are designed to cater to
business and leisure travellers,
who are constantly on the
lookout for new and affordable
flying options.Sanjay Kumar,
Chief Strategy and Revenue
Officer at IndiGo, said: “These
routes will enhance connectiv-
ity between northern, eastern,
northeastern, western, and
southern regions, promoting
trade and commerce. We will
continue to offer new routes as
per the travel demand across
various sectors.”At present,
IndiGo has a fleet of more than
275 aircraft and operates over
1,400 daily flights, connecting
71 domestic and 24 interna-
tional destinations.
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Which financial sector regulator in
India has the luxury of having

7,450 square feet office in high rent city
Mumbai for just six officials?

Well, the answer is the Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority
of India (IRDAI) that runs on policy-
holders’ money, a senior official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, told
IANS.

One can play ‘catch me if you can’
there, the official added.

“It is IRDAI’s ‘kala pani’ (the
Cellular Jail or the colonial-era prison

in Andaman during the British rule -
where inconvenient officials to the
powers that be are transferred out of
Hyderabad,” the official said.

Sources told IANS, the IRDAI had
taken on lease an office space of 7,450
square feet in Churchgate, Nariman
Point, Mumbai in 2014, got it renovat-
ed at a cost of more than Rs 1 crore, and
opened its Mumbai Regional office
(MRO) in October 2015.

Since 2015, at any point of time, not
more than 10 officers have been post-
ed in the MRO - a luxurious 740 square
feet per official.
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India’s real GDP is expected to
grow at 8-9 per cent year-on-

year (YoY) in Q2FY22, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services
(MOFSL) said.

The real GDP is the infla-
tion adjusted figure of all the
finished goods and services
produced in a country within
a specific time period.

In a report, MOFSL said its
in-house estimates suggest
India’s real GDP grew at 8-9 per
cent YoY in Q2FY22, margin-
ally higher than “our expecta-
tions”.

The second quarter GDP
numbers have not yet been
released. The macro-econom-
ic data points are slated to be
released on November 30.

MOFSL said: “Looking at
our EAI estimates, we believe
that better growth was largely
supported by massive govern-
ment spending in 2QFY22.”

Besides, the report said
the economic activity for
October 2021 appeared
promising.

“Most of the indicators -
PMI manufacturing, toll col-
lections, e-way or vahaan reg-
istrations, mobility indicators,

and power generation -
improved last month.”

However, the brokerage
house’s preliminary estimates
indicate that Economic Activity
Index (EAI) for India’s GVA
posted a seven-month low
growth of 5.4 per cent YoY in
September 2021 versus 11.7 per
cent YoY in August 2021.

“Consequently, EAI-EVA
grew 9.2 per cent YoY in
2QFY22 on account of lower
growth in the aFarm and Non-
Farm’ sectors.

This further indicates the
favourable base effect is wan-
ing off.”
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The Centre on Saturday said that
Income Tax (I-T) Department

recently carried out ‘search and seizure
operations at locations associated with
an Urban Credit Cooperative Bank
located in Maharashtra.

According to the Ministry of
Finance, the operation was carried out
on October 27 at the bank’s Headquarter
and one of the branches.

Besides, the residence of the bank’s
Chairman and one of its directors were
also covered.

“The analysis of bank data on ‘Core
Banking Solutions’ (CBS) and the state-

ments of key persons recorded during
the search action has revealed the glar-
ing irregularities in opening the bank
accounts.”

“More than 1,200 new bank
accounts were opened in the said
branch without PAN. The investigations
have revealed that these bank accounts
were opened without following KYC
norms and all account opening forms
are filled in by the bank staff and they
have put their signature or thumb
impressions.”

As per the statement, in all these
accounts, multiple cash deposits each of
exact denomination of Rs 1.9 lakh, were
made totalling to �53.72 crore.
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The Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran

(AEOI) said Iran’s reserves of
60 per cent enriched uranium
have reached 25 kg, Tasnim
News Agency has reported.

“Iran is among the few
countries that are able to pro-
duce it(60 per cent enriched
uranium),” AEOI’s Spokesman,
Behrouz Kamalvandi was quot-
ed as saying.

Iran’s “stockpile of 20 per
cent enriched uranium has
surpassed 210 kg,” he added.

According to a law passed
by the Iranian parliament in
December 2020, the AEOI was
required to produce at least 120
kg of 20 per cent enriched ura-
nium by the end of 2021.

Under the 2015 Iranian
nuclear agreement, officially
known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA), Iran was obliged to
limit its uranium enrichment to
a 3.67 per cent purity and to
stockpile no more than 300 kg
of the material, Xinhua news
agency reported. Iranian
authorities have said the boost
in uranium enrichment, along

with other measures to reduce
some commitments under the
JCPOA, is a reaction to the US
unilateral withdrawal from the
nuclear deal and the failure of
European signatories to protect
Iran’s interests amid US ener-
gy and banking sanctions.

After six rounds of negoti-
ations aimed at reviving the
JCPOA in Austria’s capital
Vienna between April and
June, Iran and the European
Union on Wednesday agreed to
continue the talks from
November 29.
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Ongoing quarterly results
season, along with the

release of macro-economic
data on industrial output and
inflation, will determine the
trajectory of the key Indian
equity indices in the week
ahead.

Besides, market experts
expressed concern over high
valuations as well as global cues
impacting FPI inflows.

However, healthy quarter-
ly earnings combined with
production growth and nor-
malisation of supply chains
will keep investors’ sentiments
high.

“FPI selling has abated for
the time being. However, we
need positive FPI flows for the
markets to keep rising from
here,” said Deepak Jasani, Head
of Retail Research, HDFC
Securities

“A 17,613-17,757 band is
crucial on the downside, while
a breach of 18,013 could lead
to more upsides.”

On Thursday, during the
hour-long ‘Mahurat Trade
Session’, FIIs sold Rs 328.11
crore worth of stocks on the
BSE, NSE and MSEI in the cap-

ital market segment.
In terms of corporate earn-

ings, Siddhartha Khemka,
Head - Retail Research,
Broking & Distribution, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services said:
“Companies have largely deliv-
ered in line with expectation.
Most companies have indicat-
ed of recovery in demand as the
economy opened up although
higher commodity and energy
prices have exerted downward
pressure on margins.”

“Companies have taken
price hikes to pass on the
impact of commodity costs,
and the impact of it on demand
remains to be seen. However,
valuations are still at a premi-
um and would demand con-
sistent earning delivery going
ahead. Thus market might con-
tinue to remain under pressure
till valuations get reasonable
and global cues improve.”

Furthermore, companies
such as Motherson Sumi
Systems, Britannia Industries,
Bharat Heavy Electricals, IDFC,
Indraprastha Gas, Mahindra &
Mahindra, MRF, Power Grid,
Coal India, Hero MotoCorp
and Hindalco are expected to
release their Q2 earning results
in the coming week.

Apart from Q2 results,
investors will look forward to
the macro-economic data of
IIP (Index of Industrial

Production) and Consumer
Price Index (CPI).

The Central Statistics
Office (CSO) is slated to release
the macro-economic data
points of IIP and CPI on
November 12.

According to Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services: “On a near
to medium basis, investors
should focus on defensive sec-
tors in anticipation of higher
market volatility.”

“Sectors such as tourism,
capital goods & infra due to the
fiscal push and power (renew-
ables) and manufacturing sec-
tors that are bound to benefit
from the full-reopening of the

economy should be under the
investors’ radar.”

In addition, Santosh
Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart said: “FIIs’
behaviour along with infla-
tion numbers from the US
and China will remain key
factors for the next week.”

“After an extended week-
end, Indian markets are likely
to start a fresh week with a pos-
itive note on the global back-
drop, however there is a risk of
selling pressure at higher lev-
els as we are underperforming
the global peers where the
near term texture has changed
to ‘sell on rise’ from ‘buy on
dip’.”
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PTC India has said Rajib
Kumar Mishra has been

given the charge of the com-
pany’s chairman and managing
director, effective Saturday.

“Rajib Kumar Mishra,
director (marketing and busi-
ness development) shall exer-
cise the power of chairman and
managing director of PTC
India Ltd with effect from
November 6, 2021, subsequent
to relieving of Deepak
Amitabh,” the company said in
a statement.

Earlier this month, the
company stated in a BSE filing,
“This is in continuation to our
letter dated October 13, 2021,
informing about the resigna-
tion of Deepak Amitabh as
CMD of PTC India  from
November 5, 2021.”

PTC India’s board in its
meeting held on November 1
decided that till  regular
CMD/MD is appointed,
Mishra, the current whole-
time director, will also exercise
the powers of CMD from
November 6, according to the
BSE filing.
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He has a list of accomplishments
and not a name to be trifled
with when it comes to devel-
opment of technology for off-
shore biomass production and

conversion to a variety of bio-products
including agricultural bio-stimulants, renew-
able fuels and chemicals. The words are
heavy and so is his work. Meet Shrikumar
Suryanarayanthe MD-co-founder of Sea6
Energy, Bangalore. 

The company was founded in 2010 in
Chennai by several alumni of IIT-Madras.
Shrikumar, formerly the President of
Research and Development and Chief
Scientific Advisor at Biocon Limited,
Bangalore the largest life-science company
in India for over 25 years has served as the
CEO for the Translational Health Sciences
Institute at the Delhi-NCR Biosciences
Cluster.

He has BTech in Chemical Engineering
from the Indian Institute of Technology,
Madras and a Masters in Biotechnology
from the Indian Institute of Technology,
Delhi. Shrikumar was conferred the
Distinguished Alumnus Award of the
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras in
2009 and was chosen as Entrepreneur of the
Year by Bio Spectrum in 2012. If this was
not enough to add to his credentials, he is
also the present President of the Association
of Biotechnology Led Enterprises of India.

Explaining what his company does,
Shrikumar tells you that at present his com-
pany is involved in production of all things
that are biological.

“Let’s take an example of biological mat-
ter — plant matter. Biological matter can be
derived from plants or animals. From this
we can get protein and take it further and
get energy from it. In other words, you can
get energy from plant matter. If we take a
step back, we can make all kinds of bio-prod-
ucts — from simple to complex bio-prod-
ucts. One such product is ethanol — a bio-
fuel. Once you make this, one can make sev-
eral petro-chemical products from this.
There are several technologies that can do
this,” Shrikumar tells you.

What this translates into is that if you
have an unlimited source of plant matter, you

can make a whole variety of products.
However, there is a catch here.

“You need to have a large unlimited sup-
ply of plant matter. So why should we go out
in the sea and make plant matter? The
answer is simple. Let’s make a calculation.
India imported a little over 198 million
tonnes of crude in 2020-21. When this is
burnt carbon dioxide is released leading to
global warming. A good solution is to switch
to bio-fuels. But to make this shift we will
need four times the plant matter — for every
kg of crude oil, we will need 4 kg of biomass,”
Shrikumar says.

The country will need one billion
tonnes of plant matter to make the substi-
tute from crude oil to biofuel. One can use
agricultural waste. But the entire output of
agriculture in India stands at less than one
billion tonnes a year.

“One can only imagine the waste we will
get. Obviously not enough. If the entire land
is used to make biofuel, what will we eat?
So instead of picking up the sunlight that
falls on the land why not pick it from the
sea? There are many plants that grow. Nature
is versatile. Seaweed is one of them and can
be converted into biofuels. But we need a bil-
lion tonnes of it. Just like we cultivate the
land for agriculture, we have to cultivate the
sea,” Shrikumar explains. And says biofuels
are the future.

Does India have enough sea space to
cultivate a billion tonnes of plant matter and
infringe on international waters? The
answer is a yes. “To satisfy India’s demand
for crude oil, we need one lakh sq km of cul-
tivation. We only need sea space the size that
is less than the area Tamil Nadu or Punjab.
India is lucky since we get so much sunlight
all the year around. We can definitely pro-
duce enough bio-fuel. Our company does
precisely this.” 

“We have the technology to cultivate on
sea. At present, we have a small portion of
the sea in India and Indonesia. While we are
waiting for our farm to grow and making
more sea farms, we are making using sea-
weed that can be used in agriculture. The
produce grows faster and gives more yield
from the same acre. Farmers can feed more
people and there is no soil pollution. Also,
since there is more yield, they need more car-
bon dioxide. For every �1 spent on buying
our product, the farmer gets a benefit of any-
where between �5 to �25,” Shrikumar says.
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What if it was
possible to
convert waste
crop residue
into value-

added chemicals like activated
carbon on-site? Vidyut Mohan,
co-founder of Takachar has
created technology that turns
waste crop residue  which can
mitigate smoke emissions. At
the same time it creates extra
income for marginalised farm-
ers. His company is a social
enterprise enabling farmers to
prevent open burning of their
waste farm residues.

Passionate about energy
access and supporting rural
livelihood, Vidyut became
interested in biomass-based
energy/chemical development
due to its untapped potential
and close association with
farmers.

After completing his mas-
ter’s thesis at TU Delft, he
came back to India to work
with village communities in the
Himalayas. This work led him
to discover a way to scale farm
residue utilisation through tech-
nology, as well as to support
farm-based livelihood which in
turn led to the formation of
Takachar. 

He tells you that the mis-
sion of his company is to dras-
tically scale the utilisation of
agricultural and forest waste to
reduce air pollution, create
livelihood and mitigate and
prevent carbon emissions.

“We have developed small
low-cost equipment that can be
used in a decentralised way to
process this waste into useful
products and fertilisers. Our
team has developed these
equipment that were lab
designed by my co-founder
and myself,” Vidyut says.

He did his masters in sus-
tainable energy technology and
specialise in biomass technol-

ogy and sustainable entrepre-
neurship. He was also named
an Unleash Energy Talent in
2017 and is a fellow at the
School for Social Entrepreneurs
India. Vidyut is also a 2019
Echoing Green Fellow.

His interest to convert agri-
cultural and forest waste came
when he did a pilot project in
the Himalayas — to convert
pine needle waste into a mar-
ketable charcoal-based product. 

“The success from this pro-
ject is what motivated me to
venture into this field and con-
tinue to do so. The people in the
region managed to earn a liveli-
hood — managed to double
their income — from the waste
and also prevented forest fires
during the pilot. The pine nee-
dles were used to make charcoal
using our equipment,” Vidyut
tells you.

The idea to convert pine
needles came while he was
pursuing his masters.

“I was deeply interested in
biomass because I thought it
had a lot of potential. It was an
interesting research question for
me to explore. India is a great
space for exploring this as there
is a lot of biomass generated
when it comes to agriculture

and forest waste. I focused on
technical development but I
didn’t want to limit my thesis to
this alone. We worked with an
organisation in Uttrakhand
who hosted us. They were
using pine needles to generate
electricity in the region. That’s
how we ended up making char-
coal,” Vidyut recounts.

The reason to come back to
India and work here was easy
enough for him. Though he had
a one-year visa and he could
always go back to Europe, he
just found a field that had him

hook, line and sinker. 
“I just found a field where

I loved working in. The whole
idea of also exploring my ven-
ture and working on the pilot
was exciting. I feel that what I
studied is something that can
be applied in developing coun-
tries. The challenges are so
much more here. We need to
grow and economically bring
people out of poverty and at
the same time, fight climate
change,” Vidyut tells you.

This year, his company
was among five winners of the
first-ever Earthshot Prizes
instituted by Prince William to
reward innovators with £1
million each for developing
groundbreaking solutions to
the world’s greatest environ-
mental challenges.

“Basically, we take any
type of agricultural waste and
put it into a machine. It under-
goes a roasting process. It
heats the waste between 200-
350°C in a controlled amount
of air. This, after a certain
process, can be used to make
fuels, fertilisers and even spe-
ciality chemicals like activat-
ed carbon. For example rice
waste can be used to make fer-
tiliser,” Vidyut says.
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Wearing a beaming smile
and sunglasses under a

helmet, 'Universe Boss' Chris
Galye on Saturday appeared to
have brought the curtains
down on his phenomenal T20
international career even as the
big-hitting batter did not make
any official announcement on
his retirement.

The happenings inside the
Sheikh Zayed Stadium here
pointed to this, as the swash-
buckling Jamaican walked off
to a standing ovation from his
teammates after scoring a nine-
ball 15 against Australia at the
T20 World Cup. 

Gayle, 42, bludgeoned Pat
Cummins for six off the first
ball of the third over to move
to 15, but dragged the next
delivery on to his stumps.

As his West Indies team-
mates gave a standing ovation

by the boundary, Gayle waved
his bat to all corners of the
ground as he left the pitch.

This was one ball after hit-
ting his 1045th six in T20
cricket. 

Very few players have had
more impact on T20 cricket
than Christopher Henry Gayle.

Gayle hasn't officially
announced his retirement yet,

but he has been a part of an
ageing West Indies team in this
ongoing tournament, which
has struggled to get going in its
quest to defending the title it
won more than five years ago.

Commentator Ian Bishop
said on air, "Everything points
to this being the last time we
will see Gayle in West Indies'
colours.

��
�� $8+5�

Senior all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja says that it is unfair to

judge the current Indian team
on the basis of one or two
defeats after consistent good
performances at home and
abroad in the last three years.

Jadeja, who was adjudged
'Player of the Match' for his 3
for 15 against Scotland, was
asked in the context of his skip-
per Virat Kohli's assertion that
the team wasn't "brave enough"
against New Zealand during
their second game which they
lost by eight wickets.

"If you look at it that way,
then in last two to three years,
we have played some really
good cricket, whether it's in
India or overseas. So it's not fair
to judge us on basis of one or
two games," Jadeja said after
India's 8-wicket win over

Scotland. 
"In T20 cricket, any team

can have an odd bad game or
two but you can't think too
much about those defeats. You
have to move on and think
about the opportunities ahead.
We will take the positives from
those two games and look to
play well in future games," he
added. India played three spe-
cialist spinners on the day but
Jadeja said that his role was the
same it has now been for years. 

"My role was same. I
looked to take wickets in mid-
dle overs and bowl like how I
bowl usually. No change in
plans just because we were
playing Scotland. It was a sim-
ple basic plan. Look to bowl in
good areas and let the wicket
do the rest."

He admitted that in the
ongoing T20 World Cup, dew
has become a game-changer
and often the same team that
looks disoriented while batting

in the first innings is looking
like a different team when bat-
ting second. 

A case in point was India's
chase of 86 in just 6.3 overs on
Friday night.

"In first innings of these
games, the ball is stopping and
gripping a bit off the surface. If
you bat in the second innings,
dew makes the track flat and
batters then find it very easy. 

"When you are batting first
on these tracks, we are not get-
ting the starts we are used to
and when the start is a poor
one, it becomes difficult to
comeback in middle overs. For
that, winning toss becomes
important and as then you
can opt to bat second."

Even after two defeats and
while staring at the exit door,
Indian team didn't press the
panic button, asserted its senior
member.
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Tarak Sinha, the Indian
coach with most number of

international and first-class
cricketers as his disciples, died
on Saturday morning after a
prolonged illness.

Sinha was 71.
He was a bachelor and is

survived by his sister and hun-
dreds of students and well
wishers, whose lives became
better due to his positive pres-
ence.Sinha was a father figure
in Delhi's famous Sonnet Club,
which has produced some of
the country's finest cricketers,
who ruled domestic and inter-
national cricket.
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The Indian team will watch with bated
breath as New Zealand face

Afghanistan in a T20 World Cup match,
the result of which will decide the semifi-
nal line-up from Group 2, here on Sunday.

Joining Team India in praying for an
Afghan victory will be its billion-plus fans.

A win for the Kiwis would shut India's
hopes of advancing to the last-four as it
would take them to eight points, putting

things beyond the reach of Virat Kohli's
men. 

If Afghanistan manage to turn the
tables on Kane Williamson & Co, it will
keep alive their slim chances while boost-
ing that of the Indians (on 4 points current-
ly), who would need to win their last match
with a good margin.

However, if the Kiwis secure a win,
India's final league game on Monday
against Namibia will be rendered inconse-
quential.

New Zealand will head into the match
high on confidence after having eased to
victory against Namibia on Friday. Jimmy
Neesham and Glenn Phillips rose to the
occasion after the top-order failed to fire
and set up a challenging total which
proved too much for the Namibian batters.

The Kiwi bowlers' experience and
skills have been on show in the tournament
and they would pose problems for the
Afghan batters too and could decide the
fate of Sunday's contest. 
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His T20 World Cup cam-
paign cut short due to a

hamstring injury, star all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan is
now set to miss Bangladesh's
home three-match Twenty20
series against Pakistan, begin-
ning November 19.

The 34-year-old was ruled
out of the ongoing T20 World
Cup in UAE after suffering a
grade one hamstring injury
during the match against West
Indies. Shakib, however, might
be available for the two Tests
against Pakistan which will be
held after the Twenty20 series.

"Shakib will take at least
three weeks to recover and get
back to the field. He might be
able to play the Test series,"
BCB chief physician . 
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Veteran opener David
Warner produced a
feisty unbeaten 89 as

Australia recorded a facile
eight-wicket win over the West
Indies to stay alive in the
semifinal race at the T20
World Cup, here on Saturday.

The left-hander was at his
vintage best as he smashed
four sixes and nine fours to
anchor the 158-run chase in a
match that was a swansong
game for Dwyane Bravo and
probably also for Chris Gayle. 

Warner got good support
from Mitchell Marsh who
slammed a 32-ball 53 (5x4,
2x6) before getting out while
trying to score the winning
run.

The duo stitched a match-
winning 124-run partnership
in 75 balls to seal the chase
with 23 balls to spare.

Australia would now have
to wait for the result of South
Africa and England match.

The Proteas need to beat
England by a big margin to
crush the hopes of Aaron
Finch's men who have a net
run rate of 1.216 with four
wins from five matches.

The Aussie lefthander,
who struggled to get going in

the recently-concluded IPL
here and lost his place at the
Sunrisers Hyderabad, upped
the ante in the third over,
smashing Jason Holder two
consecutive boundaries before
finishing the over with a six.

Skipper Finch (9) got out

in the next over after being
cleaned up by Akeal Hosein
but Warner maintained the
run rate.

Warner raced to his 20th
T20 International half-centu-
ry in 29 balls, as Australia were
never in a spot of bother and

made it a run-a-ball equation
at the halfway mark -- 98 for
/1 -- needing 60 off 60 balls.

There was his trademark
pull, sweep and switch hits as
he toyed with the Windies
attack.

Marsh also followed suit

with an equally aggressive
halfcentury -- his fifth in
T20Is as  Australia made it a
walk in the park.

Earlier, skipper Kieron
Pollard struck a combative
31-ball 44 to lead West Indies
to a fighting 157 for seven.

Opting to field in a must-
win match, Australia were
taken to the cleaners by
Windies opener Evin Lewis,
who smashed Josh Hazlewood
for a hattrick of fours en route
to his 26-ball 29.

'Universe Boss' Gayle
made a nine-ball 15 in what
seemed his last International
appearance as he enjoyed
every bit of the moment and
also signed off with a wicket
of Marsh. 

He also celebrated jump-
ing on to Marsh while the
Aussie was on his way back.

On a batting-friendly
wicket that aided true pace
and bounce, the struggling
defending champions finally
got their rhythm back.

Australia got three wickets
for five runs but the Windies
kept firing with Pollard hold-
ing the innings together.

Pollard slammed one six
an four fours while Shimron
Hetmyer (27) and Dwyane
Bravo, who made a 12-ball 10

in his final International out-
ing, also made useful contri-
butions.

Finally it  was Andre
Russell who finished it off
with two sixes (18 not out
from seven balls) to prop the
total as the Windies put on 58
runs in the final five overs.

For the Aussies,
Hazlewood was brilliant,
returning with 4/39 as he
bounced back brilliantly after
being hit for 20 in his first
over.

The loss also meant that
the two-time world champions
West Indies have missed out
on a direct qualification to
'Super 12' for the T20 World
Cup 2022 in Australia.

According to the ICC T20
rankings predictor, if the
Windies lose they would drop
to number nine and hence
would not get a direct qualifi-
cation.

It was an emotional match
for Bravo whose final innings
in International cricket was
over when he departed after
getting caught at long-on.

Bravo was hugged by
Pollard on his way out as
Russell and others too gave
him a standing ovation, while
Gayle also gave him an emo-
tional hug in the dugout.
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India's T20 skipper Harmanpreet Kaur and com-
patriot Jemimah Rodrigues slammed scintillat-

ing half-centuries to power Melbourne Renegades
to a 15-run win over Brisbane Heat in Women's
Big Bash League here on Saturday.

Kaur was adjudged the player of the match
after she smashed a whirlwind 32-ball 65 and then
claimed one wicket in an all-round show for the
Renegades.

This is the third time she won the award in
seven matches.

After Rodrigues hit a 31-ball 52 to set the plat-
form with a 101-run opening partnership with
Evelyn Jones (62), Kaur continued the momen-
tum with her six-hitting spree as Melbourne
Renegades posted 207 for four, the second-high-
est total in WBBL history.

Coming into the crease after Rodrigues was
trapped in front of wicket by Jess Jonassen and
Courtney Webb (7) was dismissed by Grace
Harris, Kaur plundered six sixes and four bound-
aries to take the team across the 200-mark.

She was dismissed in the last ball of the
innings, caught by Courtney Suppel off Nicola
Hancock's bowling.
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Indian cricketers including captain
Virat Kohli and his deputy Rohit

Sharma shared their "priceless" expe-
riences with the Scotland team follow-
ing their eight-wicket win in the
Super 12 match of the T20 World Cup
here.

Besides Kohli and Rohit, other
Indian stars like Jasprit Bumrah and
Ravichandran Ashwin were also seen
interacting with the Scottish players in
their dressing room after the match on
Friday night.

"Huge respect to @imVkohli and
co. For taking the time," Cricket
Scotland tweeted.

"Priceless," it wrote along with pic-
tures of the interaction.

India put up an all-round effort to
pulverise Scotland and keep their
semifinal prospects alive. 

The entire match lasted a mere

24.1 overs as India skittled Scotland for
85 in 17.4 overs and then needed only
6.3 overs to knock off the runs.

The dominating win took India's
net run-rate to +1.619, which is now
best among all six teams, even better
than top-placed Pakistan (+1.065).

To surpass Afghanistan's current
net run-rate of +1.481, India needed
to score the required runs in 7.1 overs
and KL Rahul (50 off 19 balls) and
Rohit Sharma (30 off 16 balls) added
70 in five overs to make sure that they
achieve it in style.

Vintage Warner seals eight-wicket thrashing of Windies
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Rassie van der Dussen smashed an
unbeaten 94 and Aiden Markram

made 52 not out in a brilliant display of
power hitting as they steered South
Africa to a commanding 189 for two in
their final Group 1 Super 12 match of
the ICC T20 World Cup against
England here on Saturday.

Van der Dussen's 60-ball unbeaten
knock had five fours and six sixes while
Markram struck two boundaries and
four maximums off 25 deliveries dur-
ing his unconquered innings as the duo
shared 103 runs for the unbroken third
wicket after South Africa were invited
to bat.

The Proteas added 116 runs from
the back-10, thanks to fireworks from
van der Dussen and Markram. 

South Sfrica now need to restrict
England to 131 runs to qualify for the
semifinals.     

South Africa needed a big win to
push up their net run rate, but they
made a slow start and on top of that,
they lost their opener Reeza Hendricks
(2), cleaned up by Moeen Ali in the third

over.
The Proteas did not go hammer and

tongs in the powerplay, by the end of
which they were just 40 for 1. One-down
van der Dussen was intent on taking the

England bowlers and he was able to hit
Chris Woakes for a six and a four in the
sixth over.

Quinton de Kock (34) and van der
Dussen were able to get the odd bound-

aries and South Africa reached to 73 for
1 at the halfway mark. 

But just as the duo was looking omi-
nous, England broke the partnership of
71 runs for the second wicket with Jason
Roy taking an excellent diving catch of
de Kock near the boundary of the bowl-
ing of Adil Rashid in the 12th over.

Van der Dussen was going great
guns and he reached his 50 off 37 balls
in the 13th over, before creaming Mark
Wood for a six in the 13th over to raise
South Africa's 100.

South Africa were 118 for two at the
end of the 15th over and form there on
the fireworks started. Van der Dussen
hit Woakes for two consecutive sixes and
Markram got another maximum from
the bowler as South Africa took 21 runs
from the 16th over.

The Proteas scored 39 runs from the
final three overs, out of which 16 came
from the last over. 

For England, Moeen Ali and Adil
Rashid took a wicket each.

Eoin Morgan and his team-mates
wore black arm bands in memory of for-
mer England player Alan Igglesden,
who died recently died at age 57.
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Xavi Hernandez's return to Barcelona
was confirmed on Saturday, with the

former club captain replacing Ronald
Koeman as head coach on a three-year
contract. 

The 41-year-old was given permis-
sion to rejoin Barcelona after the Catalan
giants agreed to meet the release clause in
his contract with Qatari side Al Sadd on
Friday. 

Xavi Hernandez, who played 779
games for Barcelona and won 25 trophies,
is expected to be unveiled at Camp Nou
on Monday. 

The former Spain international had
left Barca in 2015 to finish his playing
career at Al Sadd before taking over as
head coach. 
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Young Indian shuttler Lakshya
Sen dished out a gritty perfor-

mance to outwit Thailand's
Kunlavut Vitidsarn in a thrilling
three-game contest and progressed
to the semifinals of the Hylo Open
Super 500 here.

Lakshya, ranked world number
21, prevailed in a seesaw battle to
notch up a 21-18 12-21 21-19 win
over three-time junior World
Champion Vitidsarn on Friday
night.

He joined fellow Indian
Kidambi Srikanth in the semifinals,
who had beaten Hong Kong's NG
Ka Long Angus.

Lakshya, a 2019 champion,
will face Singapore's Loh Kean Yew
in the semifinals.

The 20-year-old, who had
claimed five titles in 2019, had a
decent outing at the Denmark

Open and French Open with sec-
ond round and quarterfinal finish-
es respectively.

The shuttler from Almora was
forced to pull out of the event last
year after his father and coach DK
Sen had tested positive for COVID-
19.

Lakshya came into the match
with a 2-3 head-to-head record and
battled for an hour and 18 minutes
against Vitidsarn, who is ranked

24th in the world.
The Indian ran up a lead of 8-

3 in a jiffy and led 11-8 at the break.
The Thai shuttler tried to turn the
tables but Lakshya was always
ahead and comfortably pocketed
the first game.

Lakshya also made a good
start to the second game, leading
8-5 but Vitidsarn managed to grab
a two-point advantage at the inter-
val and kept his nose ahead to
make a roaring comeback.

The decider was a closely
fought battle with the duo fighting
tooth and nail. If Lakhsya was up
9-6, Vitidsarn caught up at 11-11
after the break and stayed close till
13-14. 

The Indian soon grabbed five
match points but Vitidsarn made
things difficult for Lakshya, reeling
off four straight points. Lakshya,
however, kept his cool to end on
the winning side.
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The early laps in the dust of Mexico
City belonged to Mercedes. By late

afternoon, Red Bull was off and run-
ning again.

Formula One season championship
leader Max Verstappen posted the
fastest time of Friday's second practice
at the Mexican Grand Prix. His Red
Bull was more than half a second ahead
of title rival Lewis Hamilton of
Mercedes.

Hamilton even trailed Mercedes
teammate Valtteri Bottas, who was
more than 0.4 seconds behind
Verstappen in the high altitude and thin
air of Mexico City's Autodromo
Hermanos Rodriguez.

Verstappen's teammate Sergio
Perez was on Hamilton's rear wheel in
fourth after recovering from a crash in
Friday's first practice.

Verstappen leads Hamilton by 12
points heading into the final five races.
The 24-year-old Dutchman is trying to

win his first title. Hamilton, 36, is chas-
ing a record-breaking eighth.

Red Bull found the speed to make
a resounding recovery after Bottas
and Hamilton were quickest in first
practice, a session marked by clouds of
dust on a track that hasn't been used in
two years. The tricky conditions made

traction difficult and sent several car
spinning.

That included Perez, the national
favorite, who put his car into the wall
just a few laps into the opening session.
Red Bull had to park his car for 25 min-
utes of the hour-long session for repairs.

Red Bull is heavily favored at the

track. Verstappen won in Mexico City
in 2017 and 2018. He was dominant
through practice and qualifying again
in 2019, but a starting grid penalty and
a second lap tire puncture ruined his
race and Hamilton won.

"The margins are going to be very
close in qualifying to the Mercedes but
hopefully we can lock out that front
row,” Perez said. “I don't think it has
been a representative day in terms of
predicting qualifying, tomorrow every-
thing will be even closer.”

Hamilton has conceded it will be
very difficult for Mercedes to match
Red Bull's race speed on Sunday.
Unlike the previous race at the U.S.
Grand Prix when Verstappen flipped
Hamilton the middle finger and called
him a “stupid idiot” after their cars near-
ly touched in practice, the drivers
steered clear of each other in Mexico
City. Red Bull Team Principal Christian
Horner refused to rule out a potential
team owner for Perez to forfeit a win
to Verstappen.
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India's Dronavalli Harika
wore down Russia's Alina

Kashlinskaya with black pieces
in the ninth round of the FIDE
Women's Grand Swiss chess
tournament to share the joint
second spot with four other
players.

Harika opted for the Slav
Defence against the Russian
opponent and obtained an
overwhelming advantage in a
rook endgame and smoothly
converted it. Kashlinskaya
resigned on move 83. 

Harika now has six points
after nine rounds.

With eight points, Lei
Tingjie of China has a two-
point lead over the rest of the
field and is almost certain to
take the top spot in the

Women's section.
In the Open section, Indian

GM K Sasikiran defeated Pavel
Eljanov in the ninth round to
take his tally to 6 points and is
in joint third place with nine

others.
Sasikiran faces talented

Russian Andrey Espineko in
the 10th round.

Leader Alireza Firouzja
was joined at the top by No.1
seed Fabiano Caruana (USA)
and David Howell (England)
on 6.5 points after a loss to
Caruana in 54 moves.

Young GM Raunak
Sadhwani (5 points) was the
only other Indian to post a win
in the Open section, while P
Harikrishna (5.5 points) and
Nihal Sarin (5.5) settled for
draws against Samuel Sevian
(USA) and Deac Bogdan-
Daniel (Romania) respectively.

The others including R
Praggnanandhaa, Surya
Shekhar Ganguly and B
Adhiban lost to their respective
opponents.
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Top-ranked Novak Djokovic
beat unseeded American Taylor

Fritz 6-4, 6-3 to reach the Paris
Masters semifinals and remain on
course for a record-extending sixth
title at the tournament.

Djokovic is also vying for a
record 37th Masters title. He is tied
on 36 with fellow 20-time Grand
Slam winner Rafael Nadal.

Djokovic, who next faces sev-
enth-seeded Hubert Hurkacz of
Poland, is playing in his first tour-
nament since losing the U.S. Open
final in straight sets to Daniil
Medvedev in September.

"I felt good, considering that it
was only second match back on the
tour from almost two months of
not playing a competitive match,"
said Djokovic, who had a walkover
in the third round after Gael
Monfils pulled out injured. 

"I have to be satisfied, but also
there are things that need to
improve, and I know that."

He could face Medvedev, the
defending Paris Masters champion,

in the final again this Sunday. The
second-seeded Russian saved three
set points at 5-4 and 0-40 in the first
set before beating French qualifi-
er Hugo Gaston 7-6 (7), 6-4.

He next plays fourth-seeded
Alexander Zverev, whom he beat in
last year's final. Zverev was large-
ly untroubled in a 7-5, 6-4 win
against No. 6 Casper Ruud of
Norway.

Zverev leads Medvedev 5-4 in
career meetings, although

Medvedev won the past three con-
tests.

A double break of serve put
Medvedev 4-0 up in the second set
against Gaston.

But Gaston, who won seven
straight games from 5-0 down in
the second set against Spanish
teen Carlos Alcaraz in the third
round, rallied to 4-3.

Medvedev's 12th and 13th aces
made it 5-3.

As they did against Alcaraz, the

home crowd at times cheered
Medvedev's errors on serve and
they roared in delight when he
double-faulted on his first match
point. They were silenced when he
clinched victory on his next
attempt.

"It was a tough match, I have
to say, in front of a very difficult
crowd. ... Hugo played very well,
he's very good," Medvedev said. 

"He's able to put spin on the
ball and to also have drop shots on
the same ball. You never know what
he's about to do, so it's not easy for
your footwork."

Earlier, Hurkacz beat
Australian James Duckworth 6-2,
6-7 (4), 7-5 to secure the last spot
for the season-ending ATP Finals.

Following him onto court,
Djokovic secured an early break for
2-0 but Fritz broke the Serb at love
in the next game.

Djokovic had a love break of
his own in the eighth game but
slipped to 0-40 when serving for
the first set after Fritz won a 26-
shot rally, and then won the next
point to pull back to 5-4.
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Former England skipper Michael
Vaughan has been dropped from

a BBC show after allegations of racism
were levelled against him by two play-
ers.

Vaughan has been working as an
analyst on Test Match Special for 12
years on the BBC 5 Live's 'The Tuffers
and Vaughan Cricket Show '.

But he will not appear in the show
on Monday following allegations of
racism by Azeem Rafiq, who claimed
that Vaughan had made racist com-
ments towards him and other players
before a Yorkshire match in 2009.

In a column for 'Daily Telegraph',
Vaughan admitted that he was the for-
mer player implicated in the investi-
gation into Rafiq's allegations of insti-
tutional racism at Yorkshire but "com-
pletely and categorically" denied the
charges and vowed to "fight" to clear
his name.

Vaughan, who represented the
county from 1991 until his retirement

in 2009, apparently, told a group of
Asian players, including Rafiq, "Too
many of you lot, we need to do some-
thing about it."

The alleged incident occurred as
Yorkshire were taking the field during
a match against Nottinghamshire in
2009, Rafiq's maiden season as a pro-
fessional.

"I completely and categorically

deny that I ever said those words. I
have nothing to hide. The 'you lot'
comment never happened," the 2005
Ashes winning captain wrote in the
column. "Anyone trying to recollect
words said 10 years ago will be falli-
ble but I am adamant those words
were not used. If Rafiq believes some-
thing was said at the time to upset him
then that is what he believes." 
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Hockey India on
Saturday named 24

players in the core proba-
ble group for a preparato-
ry camp ahead of the
men's junior World Cup
scheduled to be held in
Bhubaneswar from
November 24.

The camp will begin
from Sunday at the venue
for the mega event.

"The players will
report to Chief Coach
Graham Reid and Coach
BJ Kariappa on 7
November for the
preparatory camp ahead
of the prestigious qua-
drennial event where 16
teams from across the
world will vie for top hon-
ours," HI said in a release.

The junior players
were preparing for the
showpiece in the camp
which was being held in
SAI, Bengaluru in a bio
bubble over the past few
months. 

But now with less
than three weeks left for
the FIH event, "the Core

Probable Group will be
vying to get used to the
pitch at the Kalinga
Hockey Stadium and get
acclimatised ahead of the
tournament."

Hosts and defending
Champions India are
grouped in pool B along
with Canada, France and

Poland.  The other teams
in the fray include
Belgium, Malaysia, South
Africa and Chile in pool A
while Netherlands, Spain,
Korea and United States
have been grouped in pool
C. Germany, Argentina,
Pakistan and Egypt form
Pool D. 
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Defending Premier League cham-
pion Manchester City visits Old
Trafford and hopes to contain

Cristiano Ronaldo. United manager Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer says "we've moved on"
from the 5-0 defeat to Liverpool that
called his leadership into question. 

Since then, United has a win over
Tottenham and a draw at Atalanta in the
Champions League. A derby victory
heading into the international break
would take pressure off Solskjaer as well
as put the team level on points with
third-place City. 

Current league leader Chelsea hosts
always-stubborn Burnley and again is
without injured striker Romelu Lukaku.
Crystal Palace is coming off an upset of
City and faces a Wolverhampton team
that is unbeaten in its past five games. 

The league's last two winless clubs
are in action: Norwich is at Brentford;
and Newcastle visits Brighton.

Barcelona visits Celta Vigo in its last
game under caretaker coach Sergi
Barjuan. The Catalan club has secured
the return of former player Xavi
Hernández as its new full-time coach,
but he won't arrive until Monday. 

Barcelona is mid-table and needs to
win to not fall further behind in the
Spanish league standings. Real Madrid
hosts crosstown rival Rayo Vallecano,
one of the surprises of the campaign. 

Madrid can overtake leader Real
Sociedad, which plays on Sunday. Rayo

has the best home record in the compe-
tition but has only one once on the road.
Espanyol seeks its first win in four

rounds when it hosts Granada, while
Levante, the league's only winless side,
visits Alavés after 12 games without a

victory.
Perfect in the Champions League,

Juventus continues to struggle in Serie

A. The Bianconeri are coming off con-
secutive defeats in the Italian league
entering a match against visiting
Fiorentina. 

"In order to play with a lot of
attacking players you need offensive
players who pay attention to the defen-
sive phase,” said Juventus coach
Massimiliano Allegri, who has had a
rough start to his second term in Turin.
'

"Otherwise you become vulnerable
and you win one, you draw one and you
lose one.” '

Fiorentina is in seventh place, three
points ahead of ninth-place Juventus.
Also, fifth-place Atalanta visits last-place
Cagliari coming off a draw with
Manchester United in the Champions
League; and relegation-threatened
Spezia hosts Torino.

Lionel Messi must wait even longer
for his first league goal for Paris Saint-
Germain. The six-time Ballon d'Or
winner will miss the away game against
Bordeaux because he is nursing minor
knee and hamstring injuries. 

Messi then travels to meet up with
Argentina for World Cup qualifiers. The
Nov. 20 home game against Nantes will
be his next chance to net his first
league goal after drawing a blank in five
games since joining from Barcelona,
although he has netted three times in the
Champions League. In the other match
defending champion Lille looks to move
away from midtable with a home win
against eighth-place Angers.

���� 5%�5;�5

Morinari Watanabe was re-
elected to a new three-year

term as president of  the
International  Gymnastics
Federation on Saturday after seeing
off a challenger.

Watanabe, from Japan, won
the vote 81 to 47 against Farid
Gayibov of Azerbaijan at a confer-
ence in Turkey, the federation said.

Watanabe has a background in
business and was first elected FIG
president in 2016 for a four-year term.
That was extended by one year when
the coronavirus pandemic caused the
Tokyo Olympics to be postponed. His
new term is three years so the next
elections coincide with the 2024
Olympics in Paris.
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For decades, wedding photogra-
phy mainly consisted of cliched
portraits of the bride and the

groom, sitting stiffly on gilded chairs,
flanked by their family or wedding
guests. Recently, however, that has
changed and drastically. Wedding
photography has reached a whole new
level. Gone are the days of shy brides
and impassive grooms. It is all about
bold and beautiful poses now.

Amitoj Marwah, a photographer
based out of Dehradun, who has been
in this field for the past 20 years, says,
“The modern-day bride has taken an
old wedding tradition and given it a
update, which allows her to express
her own personality without feeling
restrained to certain customs. Brides
today prize comfort as much as tra-
dition.”

Couples no longer posed photos
for gilded wedding albums. They
want records of every moment of
emotion, drama and colour that
defines the great Indian wedding. In
many ways, wedding photography is
now having a cinematic moment.

There is a rise in the popularity of
artsy videos. In pursuit of capturing
the essence of the moment, there has
been a change in wedding styles
ranging from gardenia to beachside.

A photoshoot is not just limited
to the day of the wedding. There are
pre and post-wedding shoot, bridal
shoot, couple shoot with various
themes and styles and even trailer for
the wedding film. Shooting aesthetic
wedding videos with realistic story-
lines just like an impressively shot film
is a thing in this day and age.

Kapil Sharma, the co-founder of
Delhi-based firm Divine Mantra,
which majorly focuses on destination
weddings and has covered 35 coun-
tries, says that many pre-wedding
shoots are story-based now.

He recalls, for instance, a recent
shoot of a pilot couple. It was shot in
Iceland, he says, adding that the whole
theme was planned, keeping in mind
their profession. “They dressed up in
their uniforms and were photographed
near an abandoned aeroplane,” he says.

Access to global trends and infor-
mation helps too. Today’s customers
and photographers are more clued into
different sorts of editing the lighting,
theme, and other aspects of the wed-
ding video would look like. Wedding
blogs, wedding magazines and
YouTube videos are a big source of
information and inspiration for cou-
ples to decide their wedding theme and
wedding film storylines.

Weddings aren’t season or home-
town specific anymore; it is about going
beyond the ordinary. Destination wed-

dings have been a trending category in
wedding photography for the past sev-
eral years. Photographers take great
delight in shooting in exotic and
unexpected locations.

“Shooting at different venues is fun,
and you learn about different cultures,”
says Sharma, adding that more and
more families now prefer to get away
from their hometown with a smaller,
tight-knit circle of loved ones.

Social media has become an
important part of everybody’s life. It has
also become an essential part of wed-
ding photography. Facebook and
Instagram are great resources for find-
ing affordable venues inside or outside
India. 

Photographers embed the culture
and lifestyle of the location into the
wedding photographs to make them

more vibrant.
“We pulled in the concept of Tik-

Tok and Instagram reels into wed-
ding videos, and it has helped us
reach the masses in huge numbers.
Social media helps in spreading dif-
ferent ideas with changing trends
too,” Marwah says. 

Technology has transformed the
landscape as a whole. Thanks to
advances in it, once camera-shy
people have become posers, who
don’t hang back when it comes to
getting clicked and enjoy every
moment of their wedding. 

Steadicams and drones have
taken the limelight in shooting a
wedding. “Earlier photographers
had to hire a crane to shoot incred-
ible shots. Now, drones have made
things very easy; their size makes it
possible for photographers to fly the
drones in areas that would never
have been possible with a crane,”
Sharma says.

Marwah believes in getting on
friendly terms with the couple and
their family to feel comfortable with
him on their wedding day.
“Communicating with your couples
prior to the shoot is very important
and helps you in knowing their
vision for photographs,” he says.

The gradual lifestyle change has
brought out the importance of wed-
ding culture worldwide, allowing
photographers to capture the
moments through an innovative
lens.

“Wedding stories are the most
precious memories that are captured
for a lifetime by a photographer.
Capturing emotions that you want to
preserve is what I have understood
from my experience, the emotional
moments of the family and friends
and tears of joy that are shown with
smiles,” says Marwah.
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�What is Aafat-e-Ishq about?
It is a human story; about

the loneliness and isolation of a
reticent orphan woman looking
for love. She is an avid reader of
romantic pulp novels and is an
anomaly in the world of digital
social media. Her journey soon
becomes fraught with disasters
when her suitors meet with
mysterious accidental deaths,
and she becomes the prime sus-
pect. The story has been treat-
ed with elements of magic real-
ism, fantasy and dark humour.
�How did you come across
this story?

The Zee Studio team had
acquired the rights for the
award-winning Hungarian film
Liza the Fox-Fairy and discussed
the possibility of an adaptation
in Hindi. I loved the movie and
its quirky black humour, and it
connected with some of my
favourite storytelling genres that
I have always been a fan of- fan-
tasy, film noir and romantic
comedies. 
�Why choose a dark drama?

The last two years of the
pandemic brought in the sense
of doom in all of us. This fear has
now become a part of our daily
lives. Death, disease, mental ill-
ness, isolation, loss are com-
monplace. I wanted to laugh at
all of that. It’s therapeutic not to
be distressed by the provocations
of reality and to insist that one
cannot be affected by the trau-
mas of the external world. 
� Is the genre tough to direct?

Being a director, in general,
is challenging. You have to trust
your vision to a team of some-
times more than 100. Everyone
has to share one’s vision as they
create all the pieces of the sto-
rytelling puzzle. As a director,
only you have the entire picture
in your head. My art helps. I
make sketches, paintings and
doodles which helps communi-
cate that picture to my team.
�How was the experience of
making this remake?

The challenge was to rein-
terpret an East-European sensi-
bility and nuance to that of the

small-town Hindi heartland.
With my writer Neha Bahuguna,
we created a fictional universe
for our protagonist Lallo by
putting together realistic small-
town elements of location, tex-
tures, sounds, and characters
from different parts of India.
�How true have you been to
the original?

I can safely say that Aafat-e-
Ishq is now an adaptation and
not a remake. It is a reboot of

Liza, with some new twists,
eclectic original music, and
quirky small-town Indian char-
acters. 
�How did you choose star-
cast?

Once we created our char-
acters, we fleshed out their back-
stories and quirks. I started to
assign actors to those characters
that we had visualised. Deepak
Dobriyal was my Vikram. Amit
Sial was my first choice for
Prem Gunjan for his irreverence
and eclectic stagecraft. Namit for
his accomplished singing abili-
ties and performance artistry. Ila
Arun for her multi-talented
thespian legacy. And Neha
Sharma for her versatile beauty
and effortless acting chops.
�What next?

I have completed Visual
Design and VFX production
for a film released soon on an
OTT. I have a web series in
development and a film script in
pre-production. Meanwhile, I
am working on my following art
collection.
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�What is Toofan about?
It is a story of a person who has been

marginalised by society and at the same
time, he is also a victim of not being
accepted socially because of his religion as
such. There is a very strong girl protagonist
on the other side.

�How did the idea come up for Toofan?
When the idea of toofan came around

and we discussed it for 20 mins. That’s
about it. I told Farhan that it is like, the
film is speaking to me and I think with the
story, we can speak to the audiences at
large. Let’s do it. The idea was to raise the
bar and we tried to do that. 

�Why pick boxing as a backdrop?
It lent itself naturally in my head.

Boxing is a sport about the last man stand-
ing and like the metaphor of life you will
be delivered many blows below the chin
and even get knocked out but you have to
get up and fight again. 

� Toofan is your second sports/drama
movie. Do these genres have a special
place in your heart? 

Not just my heart I think sports is
something which is a way of life. It is not
something like only that is selective. The
first thing we learn as kids is to play. Go
out and play with friends, whatever the
game is. 

As we grow we all experience a sport in
one way or the other. It is definitely close to
my heart but I’m not special, it’s close to
everyone’s heart. 

� Farhan Akhtar had a lead role in your
movie Bhag Milkha Bhag too. How has
your chemistry been with him? 

Both I and Farhan collaborated for

Bhaag Milkha Bhaag. I enjoyed the process,
the journey and at the end of the day, there
was a lot of love and appreciation from the
critics and the audiences. 

The film performed well at the box
office. It was a super hit and the songs did
well. All in all there was this thing of get-
ting together again these days and creating
something more which we can all be proud
of. 

�How tough is it to pick a
subject/theme and make it into a film?

For me it’s not tough at all. In fact, if
you are in touch with your instincts, hear
the voice from inside you, the choice is nat-
ural. You don’t have to think too much
about it. 

�What brought you to directing?
I was not destined to be a director, It

wasn’t my dream. I just followed my heart
and one thing led to another, one dot con-
nected with another and I found myself in
a director’s chair.

� Your instagram bio says, still search-
ing. Does that have something to tell?

It says life is a journey and there is no
destination. It’s a process and you keep
finding your purpose. So I’m still searching
my purpose. Hopefully we will achieve 10%
of it. 

�Upcoming projects?
As a director I’m working on three

scripts right now. Two of them are ready
and I have promised myself to finish the
third one by diwali. Post Diwali we will
decide which one we will go for. As a pro-
ducer, four are under production with
some amazing directors, Vijay Maurya,
Irshad Kamil and Atul Manjrekar.
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‘LIFE IS A
JOURNEY AND
THERE IS NO
DESTINATION’
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Indian advertising has come of age.
During pandemic, we saw a host of cre-
ative ideas, new business models and
communication, which gave new dimen-
sion to Indian Brands. Some advertise-

ments attracted controversy as well.
Advertisements by Sabyasachi, where they
showed Indian Mangalsutra on a scantily
dressed woman; FabIndia showing Indian tra-
ditional festival celebration with disregard to
religion sentiments; and Dabur India, depicting
same sex couple celebration Karva Chauth,
have not been received well by the Indian audi-
ence in India and globally. All these advertise-
ments have been withdrawn from all media.
The ads were well noticed, discussed and the
brands were well talked about. But does this
have a positive impact on the brand or does it
tarnish the brand image?

Concept of brand is central to Marketing.
Brands bring sales, brands power companies,
brands pay salaries. Consumers buy brands
because, they are more than trademarks, they
are trust marks. Brands are collective percep-
tion of consumer’s about an entity. Brands there
for exist in consumers mind,where products
exists ate the shelf of a retailer. 

Strawberry with cream may be your
favourite dessert. But when you go fishing, you
do not put strawberries there. You put a worm.
Something similar happens in marketing.
Consumer preference is the most important
deciding factor. Consumers often do not buy
the highest quality products. They buy the best
value proposition depending upon their need
and perception. 

In the 1990s, Parle products, the confec-
tionery and biscuits major in India, had a brand
called, Rol-a-Cola candy. This was launched at
the time when cola drinks were hooting up the
market. Rol-a-Cola had an attractive price
point of �2. Over a period of time, the brand
was dropped in 2006 for the purpose of prod-
uct portfolio rationalisation. Although con-
sumers loved it so much that they would mix it
with soda and water and make their own cola
drink at a low cost. In 2019, a Twitter user com-
municated his desire to have the product and
requested a comeback. The rolls segment is
about 7,000 tonnes, and Parle has a 50 per cent
share with high-power brands like Mazelo
Poppins. The brand was relaunched for Gen Z
at an attractive price point which would con-

tribute to �100 crore revenue for Parle prod-
ucts. The brand today is far more vibrant and
caters to the wants of consumers.

Yet another way is to never have a product
proposition very similar to another product.
You will have to spend a lot to establish in such
a market. If there are two products similar to
each other, a lot of promotional money is wast-
ed. If one detergent brand says, ‘first use it and
then have trust’, while another says ‘buy with
complete trust’, both will be unnecessarily using
a lot of promotional resources. Have a distinct
product proposition, create a distinct identity
for your product and serve a unique need of a
consumer, at least in a unique manner. Our ear-
lier observation on perceptual maps supports
this suggestion. In a crowded market as well, if
the products are differentiated, each has a place
to exist and grow.

Good brands promise certain quality. The
quality could be tangible like comfort, fitting,
elegance in case of men shirts, or intangible like
prestige, luxury, style. This collective perception
about brand is called positioning.

�����������������
By repeated hammering of the message

marketers create brand position. Brand posi-
tion of Lux is beauty soap, Liril is freshness
soap, and Lifebuoy is sportsman’s soap. The
position is created and reinforced by consistent
communication like endorsement of film
actors (Lux), waterfall and lemon slice (Liril),
sports activities (Lifebuoy). Once a position is
achieved, it is difficult for the competitors to
dislodge it, as long as it is not weakened by the
marketer’s in consistent communication or
over spent by competitors. Lux is essentially a
ladies soap. When Shahrukh Khan endorsed
the brand, Santoor gained easy entry. Line
extensions of Liril and millennial advertising
showing family togetherness was inconsistent
with earlier position. Cinthol gained an entry
for the freshness position. Lifebuoy reposi-
tioned the brand as Germi Check and went
head on with Dettol. A classic overexerting
from positioning point of view. 

Titan launched Raga and Fastrack. A
good brand portfolio segments the market
and targets the consumers and then commu-
nicates with them effectively. Historically, no
global watch brand has created a product
specifically for women. Indian women are

different from Westerns and, therefore, a dis-
tinct consumer group. For Indian women,
jewellery is an intimate treasure and posses-
sion. Also, the need to be considered sensu-
ous is very high but in an Indian way. Thus,
the brand Raga watches looks like jewellery
and make a beauty statement. Average own-
ership of watches by women after Raga was
launched jumped to 65 per cent. 

Similarly, for Fastrack, the insights were
that urban youth were rapidly discovering the
excitement of an uncommitted attitude and
lifestyle. Also, for Indian college-going youth,
style and affordability were key and, thus, came
Fastrack. The price was stated upfront and sent
a clear signal to the youth of its affordability.
The students were told that the brand looked
for inspiration on whatever was interesting to
youth-denims, hip hop, beachwear, skating, tat-
toos, etc. Later, the brand was extended to
affordable sunglasses and bags.

It is better to create a distinct identity. The
positioning of SPINZ fragrance is distinct from
that of FOGG, that of India today, Republic TV,
WION, and Times Now are all distinct and dif-
ferent. But, creating such identity requires con-
sistent communication. In today’s world of over
communication, chances are, once message
would get missed in a clutter. So what is the
most effective way of cutting through clutter
and taking a position in consumers mind?

● Celebrity endorsements: Yes, It does help. It
helps in cutting through the clutter of other
messages, gives a distinct image to the brand,
and adds prestige. It also has a rub-off effect of
the celebrity image on the brand. But not
always.

● Celebrity clutter: Sometimes, marketers use
over exposed celebrities. If the celebrity endors-
es too many brands, your brand gets lost. How
many people remember, which milk additive
brand does Sachin Tendulkar endorse? Or,
which apparel brand does Amitabh Bachchan
endorse?

● Positioning fit: Many times Brands are
endorsed by celebrity, whose image is not con-
sistent with the message, to be delivered. A few
years ago film star Jitendra endorsed a brand
called 30+. It was a serious health tonic, which
was inconsistent with Jitendra’s Jumping Jack

image. It was an elegantly executed advertise-
ment, but the brand failed.

● Execution fit: Just a good celebrity and a
product, is not good enough to create a brand.
The execution has to be good. Cricketer Hanse
Kronje endorsed a suiting brand in a badly exe-
cuted advertisement or Rajesh Khanna for a
ceiling fan company. The brand is not even
endorsed now.

● Credibility fit: Endorser's’ image gets rubbed
up on the brand, mostly positively, but how
many of us believe that Amitabh Bachchan uses
Anar dana or Navratna Tel?. Such ads do not
meet aspirations of consumers. 

● Celebrity under clout: At times if the
endorsing celebrity gets bad publicity due to
some reason, the brand suffers. Marketers have
to be careful about it, otherwise along with pos-
itive image the negative of the endorser's also
rub off. When Tiger Woods gained bad publici-
ty due to his promiscuous behaviour, he lost
most of his brands. But, I am amazed that today
so many ads have come featuring celebrities
who have bad publicity, like Shahrukh Khan for
BJYUS or Shilpa Shetty for good morning
brand. Yes, it will give top of the mind aware-
ness. But, brand image? It will help celebrities,
but brands?

● Owners Endorsement: Air India was a lag-
ging brand. But with Tata take over, it has
gained a new image. Tata’s means trust. Air
India has suddenly become a trusted brand.
The position has changed from a lagging brand
to one which can be trusted. Apart from other
things, will surely have a positive impact on the
image, as well as business. The cash register will
start ringing which is visible in the stock mar-
ket already.

Thus it is important that it is not sufficient
that you have a good product, market and
finance. Brand creation helps. This requires
strategy and execution. Marketing strategies
have much in common with war strategies.
After all brands create loyalty, brands give price
premiums and brands ensure sustainance.

The writers Rajiv Gupte & Anand Limaye
are authors. Their latest book, Brand Wars:

Combat Strategies for Indian Brands, has been
published by SAGE Publications India
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What makes a
brand click?
What makes a
brand click?
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The more things change the more they remain the same.
This old saying aptly sums up the present scenario as
the whole world expresses concern on climate change.

Despite so much of noise and campaigning precious little
seems to have been achieved. The global journey  began from
Stockholm some five decades ago reached Scotland this year,
through several countries and continents but the issues that
were deliberated continue to haunt us. Global warnings have
been consistently telling us to behave reasonably but glob-
al warming continues to throw grim challenges. The frequen-
cy and the severity of the natural catastrophes are on the rise.
It is time to have a look at the whole climate change debate.
Global dialogues to limit global warming seemingly have not
helped achieve any significant outcome. Meaningful and
effective action is what is still wanting. The signs of an
impending catastrophe are rather visible in the bold print
as disasters of all kinds keep on striking dangerously. An hon-
est assessment of the entire scenario can suggest that the dif-
ferent parties are talking about global interests but are more
concerned about local interests. Everyone wants the other
to mend ways. The slogan — think global act local — is a
reality but in a different sense. Creative videos of dinosaurs
warning of human extinction that are doing round these days
on the social media may not be that effective without prop-
er introspection. There is need for soul searching and real-
isation. Creativity certainly is on the rise but honesty seems
to be declining. Apportioning blame on others will hardly
make a difference. Looking inwards is the answer. Days of
powerful awareness campaigns are over, it is time for gen-
uine actions. There is already enough awareness regarding
pollution and climate change. But for rightful action the need
is to tackle the internal pollution, the pollution of the mind.
Intentions have to be clear not clever. It is the toxicity of the
mind that is the root cause of most problems, including exter-
nal toxicity. The answer lies not in cutting the carbon foot-
prints only. We need to cut wasteful consumption. The con-
sumption driven by vulgar consumerism has led to gener-
ation of huge wastes and technology change may not be
enough unless the psychology does not change. Just see what
is happening. We create one kind of technology, exploit it
to the hilt and then announce that it is not prudent to use
them. So we come up with the new technology. And the story
goes on. Necessity is no longer the mother of invention.
Rather invention creates necessity. It is a marketer’s world.
This is not to say that technologies are not needed. They are,
but more than that a shift in mindset is needed. Not only
our consumption pattern has become faulty, our attitudes
have become rigid. We need to reset the attitudes. Already,
waste disposal is a major problem and will be the biggest prob-
lem in days to come. Plastic waste, electronic waste are issues
to be addressed. Similarly, wastage of water and energy has
to be cut. And there is enough scope. We must realise that
this world is an organic and dynamic system comprising inter-
dependent parts and subparts. Any effect anywhere will lead
to a corresponding effect elsewhere and finally the whole sys-
tem. Conservation and frugality are the answers. The rest
will follow on its own. 
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Chanting is a great way to con-
nect with God. Having seen the
advantages of chanting, often

a question comes to my mind as to
why don’t more people chant. A few
reasons stand out. The first and fore-
most reason is ‘ahankar’ (ego). This
is what stops most people. If it is a
mantra, one appears weak or even
defeated. The faulty general impres-
sion is that only such persons turn to
God. If it is a name like “Rama”, then,
there is an additional hesitation.
What would repeating someone’s
name, even if it is God’s will help.
Such persons are not cognizant of the
cosmic design. As we are small and
quite helpless really, an easy way out
has been offered. 

You chant God’s names and He
will notice you. You now qualify for
his guidance, help, etc. Unfortunately,
as simple as this process is, it still does
not attract egoists, and they lose out.

Then, there are misconceptions
about the efficacy of chanting, though
it has been done from time immemo-
rial. Yes, benefits are gradual and sub-
tle, but they surely come as they did
in my case. I wonder why people don’t
understand that if fifteen to twenty
years can be spent just to be able to
earn a living, then, getting God’s help,
which is crucial for a quality life,
should not be expected in a jiffy. Most
of us are copycats. If others are not
doing it, we won’t either. The excuse
is: if it was so beneficial why aren’t the
majority doing it? The reason is the
‘tapasya’ involved in it. This modern
man has no patience, not for such
spiritual practices.

What has this pandemic taught
us? That there is no help other than

from God. Then, why not give chant-
ing a try? Aren’t we being forced to
stop socialising, etc.? Then, we should
have plenty of time and opportunity
to do so. I am sure many, who had
some exposure to God in their pre-
vious lives, have already got started.
Similarly, those whose ‘sanskars’ are
excellent will be trying it out also. In
case of chanting, quantum is as
important as is the quality. 

Every mantra or name adds up.
In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna
has assured us thus, “Neither there is
waste of effort here nor there is oppo-
site effect. Even a little of this karma-
yoga protects one from great fear.
(2.40) We can all agree that we are

facing a great fear. Fortunately, such
chanting can even be done in the
mind, i.e. not audible.

I have chanted ever since I start-
ed. It has been more than three
decades of regular chanting. And I
have had unimaginable experiences
and countless benefits, about some of
which I have written in my articles.
Desperate times require desperate
measures, if this can be called as such.
What I am proposing is a very sen-
sible effort, a spiritual effort. This is
one such time, which comes once is
a century. Help is available. Let us not
lose out by default.
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Words carry great
power. When spo-
ken or written by
inspired leaders,
they create revolu-

tions that can topple empires.
Ordinary words, on the other hand,
don’t carry such power. They are for-
gotten and rejected after a short peri-
od of time. For example, words
printed on a newspaper become
trash after a few hours; magazines
become irrelevant after a week or a
month; annual publications need to
update themselves with latest infor-
mation and bring out newer issues
every year. Books advocating a cer-
tain ideology and lifestyle may stand
the test of time for a few years or
decades. But all such works have a
limited shell life.

Scripture, which contains words
spoken by God himself, doesn’t
become stale or outdated even after
several ages. They continue to remain
fresh and relevant across all times,
irrespective of culture, geography
and religion. They are timeless —
which means the wisdom contained

in these words will remain relevant
eternally.

Bhagavad Gita is literally the
“song of God.” Throughout the Vedic
literatures, Krishna is described as
God, the original source of everything
in the universe. Krishna himself
declares his supreme position, “O con-
queror of wealth, there is no truth supe-
rior to Me. Everything rests upon Me,
as pearls are strung on a thread.” And
to convince the faithless who cannot
appreciate Krishna’s position as God,
Krishna displays the vishva-rupa,
the Universal Form, so that in the
future people will not retain doubts
about Krishna’s identity. 

About speech, Krishna makes an
interesting statement in Gita (17.15).
He says a good speech is characterised
by four qualities:
● Anudvega-karam (non-agitating):
Unless we are in a position of author-
ity like a parent or teacher, we should
not admonish anyone or try to correct
anyone. Such words will simply agitate
the other person, and our words will
not have the desired effect of trans-
forming the person. In contrast, the

person is likely to develop deep hatred
and anger against us and even take
revenge at an opportune time.
● Satyam (truthful): Truth is relative
— what is true today need not be true
tomorrow. It is therefore recom-
mended that we speak about the
Absolute Truth as described in the
Vedic literatures. 
● Priya (pleasing): In the name of
speaking truth, we don’t want to hurt
people and break their hearts. We
should speak palatable truth. If at all
we have to speak unpalatable truths,
we may use either humour or stories
in order to convey the hard messages.
As writer Mary Hirsch says, “Humour
is a rubber sword — it allows you to
make a point without drawing blood.”
● Hitam (beneficial): Ultimately, our
speech should uplift the life of the
audience by enlightening them with
transcendental wisdom. Otherwise,
our speech will simply add cacoph-
onic vibrations into the atmosphere
that will benefit no one.

Krishna also recommends a pow-
erful method by which we can con-
trol useless speech — by regularly

reciting Vedic literature. Vedic sound
is called apaurusheya, “not originat-
ing from a mundane source.”
Therefore, when we recite these
shlokas and messages, which are
mostly composed in Sanskrit, we are
actually purifying the atmosphere that
is filled with so much useless sound.
Even if we don’t understand their
meanings, merely vibrating these
sounds transforms the quality of the
atmosphere from material to spiritu-
al. 

Traditionally, this was done by
regularly reciting scriptures like
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavad
Gita and Bhagavata Purana. Our
ancient sages and seers have left
behind a limitless stock of transcen-
dental wisdom. It will be a good habit
to regularly recite them and apply
them in our lives. 

Let us remember this immortal
advice of Lord Krishna and begin a
positive transformation of the world
around us.
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The benefits of exercise
and a healthy diet are
well-known, but engaging

in creative activities, such as
painting or drawing, keeps
your mind sharp and may
enhance the quality of your life.
Here are some of the ways art
can enhance physical and men-
tal health.
● Promotes stress reduction: A
mental health disorder is accom-
panied by anxiety or stress. The
act of painting is an emotionally
liberating act for the mind that
allows it to relax and let go of all
the difficulties that lead to a high
level of stress.

In addition to stimulating
the creative mind, those who
paint something beautiful also
facilitate the relief of mental
tension. Reducing stress con-
tributes to a happier, healthier
lifestyle and improves mental
health as a whole.

● Contributes to the expansion
of creativity: Those with a
right-brained artistic outlook
are more natural at painting, but
analytical left-brained individ-
uals can stimulate and grow
their creativity by practicing
the art. Developing creative
skills at your own pace helps you
grow.

● Enhances memory: Art sharp-
ens the intellect through concep-
tualisation and application, as
well as helping to improve mem-
ory. As people age, they are less
likely to suffer memory loss dis-
eases if they get involved in cre-

ative pursuits such as writing,
painting, and drawing.

● Supports emotional growth:
The process of releasing emo-
tions through the creation of art
can be beneficial for many. By
expressing feelings through their
art, one also understands and
can examine the variables that
lead to mood swings. An artist

can better grasp what emotions
such as pleasure, sadness, love,
or rage evoke by experimenting
with diverse painting forms.
Abstract expression is often the
result of emotional healing
through painting.

●  Encourages a Positive
Attitude: Art provides a calm,
creative atmosphere where any-

one can develop their ideas and
become more optimistic. 

At any age, painting pro-
motes mental health, and
starting a new hobby is never
too late. Artists may use their
art to cultivate a positive atti-
tude not just in themselves but
in others too.

The writer is a visual artist
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During 1978-80, I was doing

my Masters in Economics
from Gorakhpur University.
Head of the department late Dr
BK Singh, a learned no-non-
sense person, used to teach
Public Finance, and Richard
and Peggy Musgrave’s magnum
opus “Public Finance in Theory
and Practice” that handled
allocative, distributive and sta-
bilisation functions of govern-
ments became soft clay in
experienced hands of Dr Singh.
For instance, he mixed pure,
abstract theory with Indian
economic scenario reducing
indecipherable, semi-mathe-
matical concepts to simple,
plain narratives students of
above average calibre could
easily grasp. One day a fellow
student asked him, “Why India
all along has problems in all the
three areas: resource allocation,
distribution of goods and sta-
bilisation of economic activi-
ties?” Dr Singh, with absolute-
ly no demur and looking
straight at that student’s face,
responded, “Because either you
are incompetent or you are dis-
honest or you are both.” Then
finding the student nervous, he
explained by “you” he did not
mean that student but “clusters
of politicians and bureaucrats
in charge of governance.” Dr
Singh’s response holds key to
this article. 

Realities are inseparable
part of governance. More so of
both bad and good gover-
nance. One may wonder what
good governance is. One can
think of endless indices: rule of
law, transparency, responsive-
ness, equity and inclusiveness,
effectiveness, economy and
efficiency, accountability, etc.
Still more refined approach to
understand good governance is
given by Gunnar Myrdal in
terms of indices that he
summed as “instrumental
value premises” incorporating
elements as varied as per capi-
ta income, democracy at the
cross-roads, gender equity,
power to vote, etc. In common
parlance, good governance in
the context of fast developing
nations like India may be
defined as a form of gover-
nance characterised by a sys-
tem of democratic govern-
ment sponsored welfare offer-
ing a guarantee of collective
social care to its citizens, while
maintaining capitalist system of
production. Myrdal’s belief was
in continuous evolution of wel-
fare state resulting from good
governance ultimately leading
to formation of what he called,
“the people’s home”. He further
desired “a created harmony”
and “social convergence” to
come into existence due to gov-
ernmental interventions.
Ultimately good governance is
all about good politics and

good policies, properly exe-
cuted. 

One of the areas of politi-
cal economy explored vari-
ously is the relationship
between politics, economics
and policies. Only good poli-
tics where political processes
are sorted out quickly and
with gusto and determination
produce enduring policies. A
former Prime Minister once
asserted that only fifteen paise
of every rupee meant for down-
trodden reached them. With
such state of affairs during
much of the period before
Narendra Modi became Prime
Minister of the country in
2014, good policies were few
and far between. If significant
allocations don’t reach the tar-
geted groups and disappear in
between, it is as much a reflec-
tion on bad policies as on bad
politics. Corruption pollutes
good politics. Jeffery Sachs
rightly observes corruption as
a poverty trap: poverty causes
corruption and corruption
causes poverty. That is the
fundamental cause of bad pol-
itics and bad policies. Added to
that, dereliction of duty at var-
ious stages, absence of trans-
parency, lack of accountability,
inflexibility, circuitous deci-
sion-making processes, weak
internal evaluation systems
and lax and lazy political lead-
ership in various ways hinder
smooth working of economy
and good governance. There
were instances of inefficient
expenditure and manpower
management in various depart-
ments. If prescribed infra-
structures in primary schools
are not available or
doctors/nurses as per norms
are not adequately placed in
hospitals, or costly equipment
is either not installed or if
installed, not put to use, or
huge time/cost overruns char-
acterise projects both big and
small, short and long term, or
health sector suffers absen-
teeism of health workers, how
good governance would be
delivered is a question none
can answer. Good governance
cannot be a reality unless at the
micro level transparent evalu-
ation of utilisation of allocated
resources occurs. To begin
with dereliction of duty of
those in charge of governance
needs to be tackled at the low-
est level. It will unravel trails
about how higher hierarchy
behaves. 

As Accountant General in
charge of audit of departments
of the government of Gujarat
during 2008-2009, I noticed
people’s tremendous faith in
administrative skills and self-
discipline of then Chief
Minister Narendra Modi.
Officially, I came across prompt
and responsible response to

audit requirements from very
high positions like that of
Chief Secretary/ACS (Home),
etc. Responding to require-
ments of institutions by gov-
ernmental functionaries is yet
another trait of good gover-
nance and it was amply evident
in Gujarat. Those who believe
in self-discipline believe in
discipline in society and trans-
parency. It’s a corollary. Gujarat
under then Chief Minister
Narendra Modi became a total-
ly transformed state. The same
spirit now extends to India. Let
us take a few examples. In less
than ten months, 100 crore vac-
cine doses have been adminis-
tered. It is largely because of
vaccine self-reliance and com-
prehensive institutional
approach to problem solving
something the Prime Minister
has been supporting whole-
heartedly. Look at the collective
involvement of doctors, health
workers, academia, adminis-
trators, scientists, entrepre-
neurs and government but for
whose coordinated efforts this
feat would have been impossi-
ble. In general, Sabka Ka Saath,
Sabka Ka Vikas, Sab Ka Viswas,
Sab Ka Prayas apart from being
at the root of good gover-
nance is also an amalgamation
of micro and macro approach
of economics to good gover-
nance. Constantly guiding
hands of the Prime Minister are
visible everywhere. 

Good governance as cur-
rent ongoing process in India
involves apart from trans-
parency at every level, account-
ability, emphasis on new tech-

nology, flexibility, mass partic-
ipation, government being pro-
poor, etc, to name a few. None
interested in good governance
can evade market discipline or
aging and inefficient enter-
prises where forthright gov-
ernmental intervention justifies
itself.    

Economists like John
Kenneth Galbraith believe that
the distinction between micro-
economics and macroeco-
nomics should blur and ulti-
mately disappear. This dis-
tinction being a legacy of
Keynes, on the one hand gave
responsibility for overall eco-
nomic performance to the state
while on the other hand left the
traditional role of the classical
market to the individual sectors
of the economy. That segrega-
tion ran contrary to good gov-
ernance. The undoing of it is
the sine qua non for good gov-
ernance. And this is what
Prime Minister Modi has
achieved. Recently addressing
a joint conference of the CVC
and the CBI at Kevadia in
Gujarat, the Prime Minister
stressed that earlier govern-
ments had maximum control
which led to many wrong prac-
tices. Maximum control any-
where is inimical to enhance-
ment of welfare. “We believe in
minimum Government and
maximum Governance,” the
Prime Minister reiterated. 

Power to the people paves
the way for good governance.
Under Prime Minister Modi’s
guidance, the concept has
become a reality. Initiatives
like JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-

Mobile) trinity are watershed
schemes in empowering the
poor. These have resulted in the
elimination of middlemen and
corrupt practices, and thereby
direct benefits reach house-
holds without any interrup-
tions. Institutional complexities
of socio-economic develop-
ment - allocation of resources,
distributive justice, welfare the-
ory, public economics, ease of
business, etc - are resolved at
reasonable speed and aggres-
sively. It has led to success felt
by men in the street. In 2019,
while travelling in Gorakhpur,
I asked the driver of the auto-
rickshaw, a fifty-five year old
man, “How the present gov-
ernment compares with previ-
ous ones?” 

The driver was clear in his
mind, “Now people have
expectations. They expect bet-
terment. They are hopeful.
Previously activities were neg-
ligible. We never sensed hands
of governance. Thus there were
no expectations. Earlier I used
to go to my village in Bihar to
hand over cash to my family.
Now I send it through mobile
monthly. I save my wages for
the days that were wasted ear-
lier when I went to my village.
Saved wages are my savings.”
The driver indicated, in his
own ways, his understanding of
psychology of savings.
Electronically transferred
money systems like mobile
transfers and using Aadhaar
cut the cost of transferring sav-
ings to families. Such savings
coupled with the present gov-
ernment’s resolve to deliver

have converted low level of
expectations into higher ones.
High expectations stem when
socio-economic activities
favourably affect people’s life at
the lowest ebb in general. 

Similarly coming to health
sector, Ayushman Bharat: a
comprehensive need-based
health care service which aims
at undertaking pioneering
interventions to address the
healthcare system (covering
prevention, promotion and
ambulatory care) at the pri-
mary, secondary and tertiary
level in a holistic manner,
adopts a continuum of care
approach: yet another feat on
the road to good governance.
Digital empowerment of citi-
zens of the country is amazing
and citizens across the country
can now access electronic and
digital services of the
Government. 

Anyone looking at the
website of any scheme realises
the presence and value of cru-
cial information about that
scheme. People need not run
around knocking at different
doors for different information.
Good economics believes in
revealing maximum informa-
tion to the beneficiaries. Thus
at present poor people don’t
lack critical information about
work done by the Government
and hence they are sure of what
the Government is doing for
them under Prime Minister’s
directions and guidance and
what are their rights and how
to avail of the services. People
believe they cannot be fooled.
Earlier these people could be
easily led to believe untruths
and guided by factors like
caste, region, and dominance of
certain families in politics,
used to place their votes in
wrong baskets. But now they
know the picture is clear: they
vote for honest, transparent,
development-focussed gov-
ernment rather than someone
of their ethnic group even if
voting for ethnic groups
enhances chances of corruption
and bigotry. People see the
focus has been on infrastruc-
ture development and struc-
tural reforms.  

Organisation is one of the
most inescapable facts of
democracy and contemporary
life and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is a big organisa-
tion. Democratic style of func-
tioning of the BJP since its
inception has permeated into
society in the form of good
governance. Only a disciplined
party can throw disciplined
leaders who hand over to the
most-needy and the most
neglected ones fruits of good
governance through democra-
tic means.

Critics and their criticism
of one of the most prominent

leaders of the world “Narendra
Modi” clearly establish how
attempts are being made to
malign such a courageous and
far-sighted leader like him with
his novelty of thinking, appli-
cation of mind and approach.
Absence of holistic perception
required for judgment about
the background against which
decisions are taken after seri-
ous scrutiny at different levels
really needs to be looked into
and reassessed by critics. A
proper appreciation of good
governance as a concept and in
practice requires that. Criticism
based on far-fetched assump-
tions results in irrational con-
clusions which is the root cause
of confusion. The best part of
good governance under Prime
Minister Modi is that the coun-
try suffers neither inertia nor
ignorance, nor incompetence,
nor dishonesty. Consequently,
good governance during last
seven years has yielded
changed mindset of people
within the country and globally
about how governance is con-
ducted amid probity and trans-
parency. 

The Prime Minister has a
sound understanding of the
processes of economic expan-
sion and required structural
changes through which people’s
life can be improved. Now
policies are better designed
because of careful appreciation
of constraints and motivations
of all segments like poor peo-
ple, taxpayers, industrialists,
farmers, etc. Changes resulting
from such good governance
may look incremental but soon
they will sustain and flourish.
For Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, with his highly innova-
tive mind and unparalleled
leadership qualities, good gov-
ernance as a discipline is a
relentlessly solemn pursuit. A
rosier future gets reflected in
the rosy present. 

(The writer is a former
Additional Deputy Comptroller
& Auditor General from office
of Comptroller & Auditor
General of India. He is a poet,
writer and columnist. Author of
three volumes of poetry, his
poems have been translated
into Hindi (Andhere Se Nikli
Kavitayen -VANI
PRAKASHAN (2017) and his
book “Shadows of the Real” into
Russian by veteran Russian
poet Adolf Shvedchikov. His
fourth book “Soliloquy of a
Small-Town Uncivil Servant”: a
literary non-fiction published in
March 2019 by Rupa
Publications, New Delhi, has
received international acclaim in
literary field. His next book: a
collection of Essays & Critiques
is expected shortly. Views
expressed here are his personal
views.) 
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Thailand, the land of the ele-
phants, situated at the cen-

tre of Indo-Chinese peninsula
is engulfed by a chain of fierce
protests. The most heartening
aspect of the demonstrations is
that most of the protests are led
by young people who are
demanding the repeal of dra-
conian laws, reform of the
Thai monarchy and the mili-
tary government in the coun-
try. These protests began in
early 2020. The first phase of
the anti-government rising
started in February 2020, the
second phase continued from
July to December 2020, the
third phase from February to
April 2021 and the current
phase i.e. the fourth phase,
since June 2021.

Thousands of protesters
were out on the road last week,
demanding the repeal of the
notorious Section 112
(Thailand’s Lèse-majesté), an
infamous law that criminalis-
es the criticism of the king.
Article 112 of the Criminal
Code of Thailand says that any-
one who “defames, insults or
threatens the king, the queen or
the heir-apparent or the regent”
will be punished with a jail

term between 3 and 15 years.
Further, this criminal code has
been made more forceful in all
the successive constitutions of
the country since its inception
in 1908. In 1976, the code gave
way for more prohibition or
restrictions in dealing with the
royalty. The code today says:
“The king shall be enthroned
in a position of revered worship
and shall not be violated. No
person shall expose the king to
any sort of accusation or
action”. 

The Lèse-majesté  in
Thailand has increasingly
become a terror. There is noth-
ing that clearly explains the
highly prohibitive criminal
code. There is no definition of
insult to monarchy in the code
which strengthens the author-
ities to book anyone under the
law. Even the UN reports say
that those arrested on the
charges of Lèse-majesté  can be
denied bail and such victims
normally languish in the jail for
long before the real trial begins.
Unfortunately, most of such tri-
als are held in close doors and
sometimes in military courts.
Therefore, the rights of the
defendants are extremely lim-

ited in such trials.
However, the anger against

the Chan-o-cha government
and the royalty are on the rise.
The three-finger salute of the
blockbuster “Hunger Games”
movies are gaining popularity
among the young protesters in
the country. Interestingly, the
May 2014 Thai coup took place
in between the release of these
movies and the salute was
adopted by the protesters. But
what this salute means for the
anti-government protesters?
The three-finger salute indi-
cates the value of freedom, lib-
erty and fraternity in the coun-
try. Therefore, the demonstra-
tors are trying to display that
they are not the object of
tyranny and abuse. Many of
them say that they want to fight
till the last breath.

The fight is between the
Red Shirts, the anti-govern-
ment protesters, and the pro-
government ones, who are
widely recognised with Yellow
Shirts. Initially, the Red Shirts
were the supporters of the
deposed billionaire Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.
He was overthrown in a mili-
tary coup on September 19,

2006. Since then he has been
living in self-imposed exile
except for a brief visit to
Thailand in 2008. In fact, the
Red Shirts compose mainly of
rural workers outside the city
of Bangkok. 

However, this movement
has gradually embraced the
students, Leftists, and a section
of businessmen who see the
status quo as attempts by the
military and the urban elite to
control the Thai political sys-
tem. 

Finally, for the Red Shirts,
these elites are a serious threat
to the country’s fragile democ-
racy. This movement was
launched to oppose the coup of
2006 that overthrew Thaksin
from power. And this also had
helped later to install Thaksin’s
sister Yingluck Shinawatra as
the Prime Minister of Thailand
from 2011 to 2014. She became
the first female PM of the
country, but she was also
removed by an army coup in
2014. Therefore, the elitist
Yellow Shirts and the Red
Shirts are on a long-drawn bat-
tle that largely displays the big
divide in Thai politics.

The Amnesty International

is collecting signatures for an
international petition to release
the arrested activists who have
been detained under the Lèse-
majesté . The group called
People’s Revolutionary Alliance
is trying to bring all the protest-
ing groups under one umbrel-
la. But this is very difficult exer-
cise as they are under strict sur-
veillance of the security agents. 

Across Thailand, the young
protesters are just airing:
“Abolish 112; Abolish fear;
Abolish indifference; Abolish
hopelessness”. Once it used to
be a big taboo to call for
reforms of the royalty. But
today, the youngsters are com-
ing out boldly against the lav-
ish monarch Maha
Vajiralongkorn, who is widely
considered an absentee king
across Thailand, unlike his late
father and revered king
Bhumibol Adulyadej. What
irked most of the young peo-
ple in the country is nothing
but the extravagant lifestyle,
financial squander and raging
controversies around the King.
In fact, the Thai monarchy is
highly regarded across the
country. It is the symbol of
Constitutional monarchy.

Today the Thai king is known
as the monarch of Thailand.
Earlier, the king was named as
the King of Siam, the old name
of Thailand. Further, the name
Siam was changed into
Thailand on June 23, 1939.

The Thai king is regarded
as an avatar of God, probably
Lord Rama. As of today, King
Vajiralongkorn is known as the
Rama X. A man who repre-
sents the centuries old Chakri
Dynasty is expected to be peo-
ple-friendly and think about
the welfare and development of
the country. But what has been
observed is his total disregard
for democracy. Rather he has
offered his full support to the
Government of former Army
General Prayut Chan-o-cha
cum Prime Minister since
2014. Interestingly, Chan-o-
cha won the general elections
in 2019 and became a civilian
Prime Minister since then. But
deep inside, he is an army man
under the guise of a popularly
elected leader.

The road ahead is dark for
Thailand. The democracy sup-
porters, the Red Shirts, are
going to encounter heavy
handed pressure and brutality

from the Chan-o-cha regime.
And certainly, the King is
maintaining his symbolic
silence. He is giving full power
to the Army-backed Chan-o-
cha administration to rein in
the protesters, particularly any-
one who is criticizing or defam-
ing the royalty in public.
Whatsoever, it may be, the
common Thais are at their
worst. 

The Army is ruling the
country through both their
proxies, cronies and with their
civilian avatars. But it is certain
that the civilian movement
will continue. The youngsters
are not on a relenting mood.
The Chan-o-cha and the roy-
alty must read the writing on
the walls carefully.

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an internation-
al research journal)
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AUSA citizen faced with a very dif-
ficult unforeseen situation came
seeking guidance. “I keep coming

to Delhi quite often on official business,
as our organisation has a branch here in
Gurgaon. This time when I landed up
here on August 8, I was informed that
there was a lookout notice against me. I
was taken for questioning by the con-
cerned officials. There I was informed
that my father and other two brothers,
had swindled the business loan granted
by a Bank, and ran away from the coun-
try warranting a criminal case. Since I
was also a signatory to the documents
mortgaging the household property to
the Bank, my name also figures in the
case. Fact remains that following a fami-
ly dispute, I had relinquished my share
in the said household property through
an affidavit as back as 2007. Later, the
officials released me, but they refused to
withdraw the lookout notice till the case
gets settled. Consequently, I am stuck up
here for more than two months now.
The district court refused to grant any
relief. I have now filed an appeal in the
High Court which is due for hearing on
October 6. Can I expect any relief from
the High Court? What is wrong with my

Karma that I have to suffer for no fault
of mine?” he shared.

Nothing is expected to happen on
the 6th as Mercury, the planet identified
with communication is retrograde. Also,
Jupiter, the planet identified with judicial
outreach, and incidentally the dasha lord
is retrograde. All the more because
Jupiter was retrograde when you were
born. But once Jupiter and Mercury,
both regain forward motion on October
19, time turns to your advantage where
after you can expect favourable verdict.
But you may be able to fly back to USA
only after November 4. So far your
Karma is concerned, there is nothing
wrong as such. It is your lack of alertness
that has caused your problem. Your mis-
take is that despite relinquishing your
right in the household property , you
signed the document under emotional
pressure. Remember, if ever you lose
your sense of alertness, you become vul-
nerable to be taken for a ride. “Sir, my
brother had informed me through a
mail, which was also confirmed by the
bank officials that my signature did not
involve any personal guarantee, is why I
signed,” the gentleman informed. Well,
the fact that you were not on even terms

with your family members, and still you
did not take pains to go through the
documents you signed just on verbal
assurance, led to this problem. 

“Sir, how sure you are? Some pundits
told me that I was running Saturn’s
dhaiya, as it was placed 10th to Moon,
which makes me vulnerable to be put
through agonising time. Also, I was run-
ning Saturn’s antardasha, which is con-
junct Rahu in the 10th house identified
with honour and dignity. Both factors
put together indicated that favourable
judgment was not in sight in immediate
terms. Also, imprisonment sooner or
later was probable. They have suggested
some puja to get over my suffering,
which may cost me heavily. “Sir, I am
worried, not because of the cost
involved. But my wife and children have
been left unto themselves with no sup-
port from me whatsoever. Is there any
chance of imprisonment?” Shall I go
ahead with the puja suggested,” asked
the man.

Well, the half knowing pundits have
read the astrological pointers wrong.
There is no scope for imprisonment, as
12th sub-lord Mars has no linkage with
the 8th house identified with serious dif-

ficulties. Favourable court verdict is
expected when either 6th house (identi-
fied with success over adversaries) or the
11th house (fulfilment of desires) are sig-
nified in the dasha sequence operating.
Being back home and reunion wife is
promised when 2nd, 4th, 7th and 11th
houses are simultaneously signified.
Incidentally, Jupiter, the lord of 2nd and
4th houses, is tenanted in the 8th house
identified with wife’s family. Saturn, the
antardasha lord is posited in the naksha-
tra owned by Venus, the lord of 6th, 7th
and 11th cusps, tenanted in the 11th
house itself. So, favourable court verdict
facilitating being back home and reunion
with wife is fully promised. Incidentally
Venus pratyantara begins on 5th
November. So, it happened. He got a
favourable verdict on 29th October. But
the court being closed because of ongo-
ing holidays, necessary formalities will be
possible only after November 5. No belief
driven puja can invade Judge’s mind
space to seek favourable result. The result
is there to see.
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