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Tamil Nadu has been wit-
nessing incessant rain since

Wednesday, leading to death of
20 people, with normal life in
Chennai and suburbs coming
to a standstill. However, the
Government is yet to come out
with any death figures. 

The Airport Authority of
India (AAI) suspended the
arrivals at Chennai Airport
from 1.15 pm to 6 pm.
However, the service was
resumed later in the day.

Several roads in Chennai
were inundated on Thursday.
The traffic police closed at
least seven roads and 11 sub-

ways, and created diversions
across the city for commuters.
Due to waterlogging on rail
tracks, some suburban trains
were suspended while others
were delayed.

The Regional
Meteorological Centre has fore-
cast that the metro and suburbs
are likely to receive moderate
to heavy rainfall during the
next 24 hours and this is like-
ly to aggravate the situation.

S Balachandran, head,
RMC, told The Pioneer that
Tamil Nadu received 54 per
cent rainfall more than the nor-
mal level during the North East
monsoon. “Chennai has
received 77 per cent more rain-

fall than normal level,” he said.
In the next 24 hours, thun-

derstorms with scattered heavy
to very heavy rainfall are
expected in Chennai,
Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur and
Ranipet. Thunderstorm with
heavy rain can be expected in
Vellore, Tirupattur, 
Vellore, Villupuram and
Chengalpattu. Strong winds of
40-45 kmph likely over
Chennai and suburbs. 

At the time of going to
Press, there was an announce-
ment from the RMC that the
intensity of rain would come
down by Friday morning.

Last two days of rain inun-
dated 1.5 lakh acres of stand-

ing crops in Cauvery Delta dis-
tricts, known as rice bowl of
Tamil Nadu. Chief Minister M
K Stalin has rushed a team of
Ministers to Thanjavur to take
stock of the situation. 

Massive relief operations
are underway in Chennai and
suburbs to help the people got
stranded in the floods. The
storm water drainages that
carry the excess water from the
seven reservoirs that feed the
metro have been chocked and
this is being seen as the reason
for water logging and flooding
of the main thoroughfares and
ring roads.

Pravin Pillai, a resident of
Indira Nagar, a high end resi-
dential premises, said he has
been held up in the house
because of the flooded roads
and could not move 
out anywhere for buying essen-
tial items. 

“We did not expect this
kind of rain though the weath-
er bureau had forecast of heavy
downpours,” said Pillai.

The Chief Minister is tak-
ing stock of the situation on a
round-the-clock basis and has
deputed a team of ministers to
lead and supervise the rescue
and relief measures undertak-
en by the national disaster
response force.

Governor RN Ravi, himself
a former IPS officer, spoke to
the NDRF and conveyed to the
Centre about the kind  of relief
works underway in the flood
affected areas.

Video images of a woman
police inspector  in the suburbs
carrying a person on her 
shoulders to an autorickshaw
went viral. 

The inspector was seen
carrying the 28 -year-old man
on her shoulders to a waiting
autorickshaw and asking the
driver to take him to the near-
est hospital caught the attention
of the police chief who instant-
ly complimented the officer.  
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Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Thursday adopted a reso-

lution against the Centre’s noti-
fication extending the juris-
diction of the Border Security
Force from 15 to 50 km 
along the Indo-Pak interna-
tional border in the State, call-
ing it an “insult” to the State
police force and seeking its
withdrawal.

The House urged the State
Government to take up the
matter with the Centre and get
the notification withdrawn.

The resolution was unan-
imously passed by the House
“rejecting” the Centre’s order in
the absence of the only two BJP
MLAs — Arun Narang and
Dinesh Babbu — who left the
House just before the Deputy
Chief Minister-cum-Home
Minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa was to move 
the resolution.

Notably, the Central
Government had the previous
month amended the BSF Act to
authorise the border guarding
force to undertake search,
seizure, and arrest within a 50
km stretch, up from the exist-
ing 15 km, from the interna-
tional border in Punjab, West
Bengal and Assam.

The resolution stated that
“Punjab is a land of martyrs”,
and “they have made exem-
plary sacrifices in our country’s
freedom struggle”.

“Punjab police is a unique
patriotic force which has con-
tributed immensely in main-
taining the unity and integrity

of the country. As per the
Constitution of India, main-
taining law and order is the
responsibility of the State
Government and for this pur-
pose, Government of Punjab is
fully competent,” read 
the resolution.

Continued on Page 2
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Air quality deteriorated from
the higher end of the very

poor to severe category on
Thursday.

According to the System of
Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research
(SAFAR), the overall air qual-
ity index (AQI) settled at 411
micrograms per cubic.

Delhi will not get any
respite from pollution as pol-
lution monitoring agency,
SAFAR, a unit of Ministry of
Earth Sciences (MoES), said
that air quality is likely to
deteriorate further and it may
touch the higher end of severe
category. Though the reason for

the high concentration of pol-
lutants in the city’s air is slow
dispersion of particles due to
meteorological factors, 
stubble burning impact is also
significant.

“It is likely to be in the
‘upper end of very poor’ to
‘severe’ category for the next
two days. The effective fire
count was reduced to 3914
today. Today’s share of crop
residue burning is about 26 per
cent in PM2.5,” SAFAR said.

According to MeT, at 12.6
degree Celsius, Thursday
morning was the coldest of the
season with the mercury falling
below 13 degrees for the first
time. Values of Suspended
Particulate Matters (SPMs) on
the National Ambient Air
Quality Index (NAAQI) also
recorded many folds higher
than prescribed standards of
WHO and IMD.

Continued on Page 2

����������	
���������
��������	
��	�������	��	����	�������������
�����������


�����������������
������������������
�����������������

���������������������	������	���
����������������������	��	��	��
	����������������
����������������

 !��"�����#�$���	��	����	������ ������#�

���	����������
�����������������
��������
�������
��������������������
���� ���

����� ;.<��.=�2

India and Russia will review the entire
gamut of strategic and Defence ties

here next month during the summit
between President Vladimir Putin and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Afghanistan is also likely to figure
prominently during the talks as both the
countries are major stakeholders there.

The summit is held every year and
Putin had visited India last time in 2018
and Modi went there the next year. This
highest level exchange is a testimony to
the time-tested ties between the two
countries for more than five decades,
sources said here on Thursday.  The
summit could not be held last year due
to the ongoing corona pandemic.  At
least 20 summits have taken place so far.

On the forthcoming visit, likely on
December 6, the sources said Putin is
likely to arrive here for a day-long visit

on December 6 or 7 and hold bilateral
talks with Modi.  Besides exploring ways
to further strengthen Defence and
strategic ties, Afghanistan is also like-
ly to be accorded priority during the
summit, they said.

India participated in the Moscow
format of talks on Afghanistan in
September and Russian National
Security Adviser took part in a conclave
here on Wednesday hosted by Indian
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval.

Given this situation, Putin and
Modi are likely to hold extensive talks
on the Afghanistan issue and role of
Pakistan.  The Delhi Declaration on
Wednesday appealed that the Afghan
territory should not be used for 
spreading international terrorism and
radicalisation.

The two leaders will also review the
ongoing fight against corona pandem-
ic. Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine is being
produced in India, and during the sec-
ond wave, Moscow had sent humani-
tarian support to New Delhi.

Continued on Page 2
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In 2020, when
Covid-19 was

at its peak, more
than 22 million
infants — the
largest number
in two decades
— globally did
not receive the first dose of
measles vaccine, according to
a report published in MMWR.

Although measles cases
actually declined globally after
hitting a 23-year high in 2019,
Kate O’Brien, MD, MPH,
director of WHO’s Department
of Immunization, Vaccines and
Biologicals, warned that this
likely represents “the calm
before the storm.”

“It’s critical that countries
vaccinate as quickly as possible

against Covid-19,
but this requires
new resources so
that it does not
come at the 
cost of essential
immunisation pro-
grammes,” O’Brien

said in a statement. “Routine
immunisation must be pro-
tected and strengthened, oth-
erwise, we risk trading one
deadly disease for another.”

According to a joint state-
ment by the CDC and WHO,
24 measles vaccination cam-
paigns in 23 countries were
postponed last year because of
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Continued on Page 2
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As part of an ongoing bitter exchange
of allegations and counter-allega-

tions against each other by
Maharashtra’s former Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and Maharashtra
Minister Nawab Malik, Fadnavis’
banker-wife Amruta and Malik’s son-
in-law Sameer Khan served legal notices
against each for defamatory statements
being made against each other.

On day when Malik welcomed a
probe launched by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) into the
Pune Wakf board scam and
said he enjoyed the support of
all the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) leaders in his
fight against Fadnavis and
NCB’s Zonal director Sameer
Wankhede, the family mem-
bers of the two leaders joined

them in the war of charges and 
counter charges.

Fadnavis’ wife Amruta and Malik’s
daughter Nilofer Malik Khan released
copies of the legal notices on their
respective twitter handles, sent through
their lawyers.

“Mr @nawabmalikncp shared a
series of defamatory, misleading and
maligning tweets including some pic-
tures! Here is Notice of Defamation
including criminal proceedings under
various Sections of IPC. Either delete
tweets in 48 hours with unconditional

public apology or face action!,”
Amruta Fadnavis tweeted.

Uploading the legal notice
sent by her husband Sameer
Khan to Fadnavnis threatening
to file a �5 crore defamation suit,
Nilofer Malik Khan tweeted:
False accusations ruin lives. 

Continued on Page 2
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Raising the political tem-
perature ahead of Assembly

polls in five States, the BJP on
Thursday sought to turn the
tables on the Congress for
comparing “the Hindu com-
munity with Jehadi groups like
ISIS and Boko Haram”.

The BJP launched a no-
holds-barred attack after senior
Congress leader Salman
Khurshid’s said comparison in
his  new book, “Sunrise Over
Ayodhya: Nationhood in Our
Times’’ stirred  a controversy.
He also maintained “the robust
version of Hindutva” has taken
the centre stage in the country.

The BJP asked Congress

president Sonia Gandhi
whether she would break her
silence and tell “whether her
party considers Hindus as fun-
damentalists” and echo
Congressmen like P
Chidambaram and Shusil
Kumar Shinde “who called
Hindus as terrorists”.

The controversy generated
over the passage of the senior
Congressman’s book that read,
“Sanatan Dharma and classical
Hinduism known to sages and
saints were being pushed aside
by a robust version of
Hindutva, by all standards a
political version similar to the
jehadist Islam of groups like
ISIS and Boko Haram...”

Continued on Page 2
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The Enforcement Directorate has taken physical possession
of Empress Mall in Nagpur (constructed on commercially

diverted land of 2,70,374 square feet) worth �483 core in the name
of KSL & Industries Ltd under money laundering 
charges linked to the case of bank fraud by Tayal Group of com-
panies.

The ED had initiated money laundering investigation on the
basis of three FIRs of Banking Securities and Fraud Cell of the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Mumbai against three dif-
ferent companies of Tayal Group of Companies---Actiff
Corporation Ltd., Jaybharat Textiles & Real Estate Ltd. and KKTL
/ Eskay Knit (India) Ltd. for alleged cheating and fraudulently
availing loans to the amount of �524 crore from Bank of India
and Andhra Bank, Mumbai during the year 2008.

The ED investigated money trails for ascertaining and iden-
tifying the Proceeds of Crime (POC) and accordingly “Empress
Mall at Nagpur” was provisionally attached under the provisions
of PMLA which was subsequently confirmed by the Adjudicating
Authority.

A prosecution complaint (chargesheet) under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act has been filed before the Special Court,
PMLA, Mumbai and the court has already taken cognizance of
the money laundering offence on January 22, 2021.
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Miffed with Bollywood
actress Kangana Ranaut’s

statement that India got true
Independence freedom 2014
and that the freedom that the
country got in 1947 was
“bheekh” (alms), the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Thursday lodged a complaint
with the Mumbai police seek-
ing registration of an FIR for
sedition and other offences.

Hours after BJP leader
Varun Gandhi slammed the
actress that Kangana had
“insulted” the memory of
India’s freedom fighter, AAP’s
national executive member
Preeti Sharma Menon lodged a
complaint with the police
against Kangana for her
allegedly seditious comments.
“Submitted an application to
@MumbaiPolice requesting
action on Kangana Ranaut for
her seditious and inflammato-
ry statements on @TimesNow,

under sections 504,  505 and
124A (of IPC) Hope to see
some action
@ C P M u m b a i P o l i c e
@DGPMaharashtra” Preeti
tweeted.

Simultaneously, she
requested Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
to intervene and take up the
matter with the Centre for
withdrawal of “Padma Shri”
awarded to Kangana in view of
her “seditious” public com-
ments made in an interview  at
the “Times Now Summit-
2021” “Celebrating India@75,
shaping India@100”, which was
telecast from 7 pm to 9 pm on
October 10,2021.  

Preeti quoted Kangana as
having claimed during the
“Times Now” interview that
India did not achieve
Independence in 1947, that
what India got in 1947 was
“bheekh” ( woh Azaadi nahi
thi, woh bheekh thi)  and that
the real Independence was

achieved in 2014 ( when
Narendra Modi became the
Prime Minister). 

“This abdominable state-
ment not only discredits the
Indian freedom struggle & its
revered leaders but it is also
extremely inflammatory in its
nature, and tantamount to trea-
son. It is more infuriating that
such a seditious claim was
made on national television, by
a recipient of one of the high-
est civilian awards—the Padma
Shri”.

“It is unquestionable that
Kangana Ranaut has hurt the
sentiments of countless
Indians, by demeaning the
millions of lives laid down for
our nation to attain freedom,
and that her claim subverts the
spirit which the prestigious
Padma Shri embodies,” she
stated.

“As a citizen of this state, I
request you to please apply to
the Central government to
recall the Padma Shri bestowed

upon Kangana Ranaut in the
light of a seditious statement
made by her on national tele-
vision,” the AAP leader added.

In her complaint lodged
with the police, Preeti has
rooted for booking Kangana for
alleged offences under sec-
tions 504 (Intentional Insult
with intent to provoke breach
of peace), 505 (statements con-
ducing to public mischief)  and
124A (Sedition) of Indian Penal
Code. 

Earlier in the day, BJP
leader Varun Gandhi came
down heavily on Kangana
through a tweet that he put out
in Hindi: "Insulting the sacri-
fice of Mahatma Gandhi some-
times, praising his killer some-
times, and now the disdain for
the sacrifices of Mangal Pandey,
Rani Laxmibai, Bhagat Singh,
Chandrashekhar Azad, Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and
lakhs of freedom fighters.
Should I call this thinking
madness or treason?”.
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New Delhi: The BJP spent
�252 crore in the Assembly
elections held in Assam,
Puducherry, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and Kerala earlier this
year with almost 60 per cent
used for campaigning in the
Trinamool Congress-ruled
State.

According to the Election
Expenditure Statement sub-
mitted to the poll panel, of the
�252,02,71,753 spent by the
BJP, � 43.81 crore was for the
Assam polls and Rs 4.79 crore
for the Puducherry Assembly
election.

In Tamil Nadu, where the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) snatched power from

its arch-rival AIADMK, the
BJP, which got just 2.6 per cent
of the votes, spent �22.97 crore
in its campaign.

The BJP pushed full throt-
tle in its campaign against the
Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal, spending �151 crore in
the state.

In Kerala, where the
incumbent LDF retained
power, the BJP spent �29.24
crore.

The election expenditure
statements submitted by the
political parties to the Election
Commission have been put in
the public domain by the poll
panel. PTI
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In a related development,

India and Russia are likely to
hold first 2+2 dialogue later this
month. The talks will feature
Foreign and Defence Ministers
of both countries. For the dia-
logue, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
will visit Moscow. The mech-

anism was announced in April
this year, with Russia becoming
the fourth country with which
India has this mechanism.
India already has 2+2 mecha-
nism with the US, Japan and
Australia.

Both India and Russia are
expected to announce joint
commission on technology and
science, military-technical
cooperation for the next decade
2021-2031.

From Page 1
The BJP demanded the “sacking”

of Khurshid from the Congress for
his defamatory comments.

Addressing a Press conference,
BJP leader and party’s spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia lashed-out at Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Vadra, besides
Sonia, and wondered whether the
two “ ichhadhari Hindus who ahead
of elections in UP are currently vis-
iting each corner of each street of the
State “ will have the courage to say
that Hindus are comparable with ISIS
and Boko Haram..”

Condemning Khurshid’s
remarks, Bhatia stated that his words
hurt not only Hindus, but “the soul
of India”.

He said it is the same Khurshid
who when asked about the forced
exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from the
Kashmir valley had retorted “ho gaya
to ho gaya..ham kya Karen..! “.
Bhatia said it is a reply like that of for-
mer Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s
aide Sam Pitroda when he was sim-
ilarly quizzed about the 1984 Sikh
riots during the Congress regime.

BJP spokesperson questioned if
the statements in Khurshid’s book
were thoughts and remarks by senior
Congress leader Mani Shankar Iyer
who is often seen as “Pakistan sym-

pathiser” by the BJP leaders.
“This is the mentality of the

Congress party. This is all done on
the orders of Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi. Earlier, they had
mentioned ‘Hindu terror,” Bhatia
said.

Charging the Congress with
indulging in the Communal politics
and “spreading hate against the
majority community”, he hit-out at
it and accused it of ‘dividing the
country’.

“The Governments of the
Congress party, which remained in
the country for 55 years after inde-
pendence, have only done commu-
nal politics. How to divide the soci-
ety, how to spread poison in the soci-
ety, how to do Hindu-Muslim poli-
tics, Congress has done just this,” he
alleged.

“Why aren’t such Congress lead-
ers expelled from the party’ You can
be the opposition but you cannot be
an enemy of the Hindus. Congress
party is weaving a web of hatred
against Hindus like a spider,” Bhatia
added.

Accusing the 68-year-old
Congress leader and the lawyer of
comparing “Hindutva” with radical
Islamic terror groups and playing
“communal politics” to get Muslim

votes ahead of polls. 
“Due to the politics of hatred of

Congress, the public will teach a les-
son in the Assembly elections to be
held in 5 States next year,” said the
BJP spokesperson. 

Highlighting the paragraph in
Khurshid’s book, the BJP’s IT cell
chief Amit Malviya tweeted
“Congress’s Salman Khurshid in his
new book writes that Hindutva is
similar to the jihadist Islamist groups
like ISIS and Biko Haram. What else
can we expect from someone whose
party coined the term Saffron terror
just to draw equivalence with Islamic
jihad, to get Muslim votes?” he said.

A complaint has also been filed
an advocate Vineet Jindal saying
statement is “stirring enraged emo-
tions among the Hindu religion fol-
lowers “.

Calling it a “misuse” of the con-
stitutional right to free speech,
Jindal’s complaint read: “The con-
tents of the statement made by the
accused, claim Hinduism to be
equivalent to ISIS and Boko haram,
which are terrorist groups. It is a
quite aggravating and defamatory
statement for the whole Hindu com-
munity and also questions their val-
ues and virtues about a 
society.”

From Page 1
It added, “The decision of

extending the jurisdiction of
the BSF from 15 km to 50 km
by the Union Government is an
expression of distrust towards
the State Police and people of
Punjab. This is their insult
too.”

It further stated that the
Central Government should
have consulted the State before
taking such a major decision,
adding that the law and order
situation in Punjab is totally
under control and there is no
need to extend the jurisdiction
of BSF.

“All the political parties of
Punjab have unanimously con-
demned the decision of Union
Government and have
demanded that the Union
Government should withdraw
notification dated 11.10.2021
issued by the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of India,”
it stated, adding, “Therefore,
the Punjab Vidhan Sabha
unanimously resolves that a
resolution rejecting the notifi-
cation of the Central
Government in this regard
may be passed”.

Terming the Centre’s noti-
fication on extending BSF’s
jurisdiction an “attack on the
federal structure”, Randhawa
said that the House members
should meet the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
the issue.

Randhawa also made it
clear that the Government
would move the High Court
and the Supreme Court over
the notification, if needed.

Hitting out at the treasury
benches over the Congress
Government’s “double stan-
dards” on deployment of BSF,
SAD MLA Bikram Singh

Majithia said that on the one
hand, the Home Minister is
deploying BSF in jails, where-
as on the other, he is opposing
the BSF’s increase in jurisdic-
tion along the border.

Majithia said that the
Congress-led Government in
the State should pass a decision
that the Punjab Police would
not co-operate with the BSF
beyond 15 km.

On the contention raised
by Majthia, Channi said that
the draft of the resolution was
passed at an all-party meeting
and “all would be taken into
confidence”.

Congress MLA and Punjab
Congress president Navjot
Singh Sidhu also hit out at SAD
president Sukhbir Singh Badal
and Akali MLA Majithia for
being absent at the all-party
meeting where the resolution
on BSF was passed.

During the discussion over
the resolution, Transport
Minister Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring said that Sukhbir
Badal and former Union
Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal
themselves did not trust Punjab
Police as they had central secu-
rity forces to guard them.

MLA Parminder Singh
Dhindsa also sought clarifica-
tion from Channi about his
meeting with the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, pointing
that the notification on the BSF
had been issued after Channi
met Shah.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MLA Aman Arora also ques-
tioned the timing of the
Centre’s October 11 orders
after Channi met Shah. He
questioned the State
Government over not moving
the Supreme Court on the BSF
notification.

From Page 1
As per the SAFAR’s

index, Particulate Matters
(PMs) 10 and 2.5 were
recorded at 387 and 237
micrograms per cubic.

In the short range air pol-
lution forecast, values of both
particles are expected to be
445 and 272 for Friday and
368 and 225 for Saturday!

An AQI between 201
and 300 is categorised as
“poor”, between 301 and 400
“very poor” and over 400 is
“severe”. At 8 am, at least 21
air quality monitoring sta-
tions were in the severe range,
with Anand Vihar the 
worst (453).

Ghufran Beig, founder
and project director at
SAFAR, said local wind
speed, which was hovering
between 8-10 km/hr, was
also expected to drop. “A
combination of strong trans-
port-level winds, along with
calm wind speed over Delhi
is likely to see ‘severe’ air
again. If the farm fires remain
the same, the share of stub-
ble burning will start increas-
ing again from Thursday as
winds from Punjab and
Haryana will pick up.
Meanwhile, Delhi will see
calm wind conditions and
this can trap these pollutants
locally,” he said.

From Page 1
Before one accuses or con-

demns they must know what
they are talking about. This
defamation notice is for the
false claims & statements which
Mr. @Dev_Fadnavis has put on
my family. We will not back
down”

On her part, Amruta - in
her notice served on Malik -
referred to various “defamato-
ry” tweet and photographs put
out by the latter linking her to
an alleged drug peddler Jaideep
Rana, who purportedly
financed the video song titled
“River March” rendered by the
former Chief Minister’s wife
Amruta with Sonu Nigam.

“Rana was hired by the cre-
ative team of ̀ River March’ that
Mr Rana was hired by them
and our client or her family had
no association with him. This
fact has already been clarified
by ̀ River March’ that Mr Rana
was hired by them as financial
head. During the event pho-
tographs with the entire team
and others who were present
were taken. Our client states
that her husband, being the
then chief minister of the state,
had participated in the event to
promote the campaign which
was of social importance,”
lawyer Hitesh Jain stated in his
notice sent to Malik on behalf
of Amruta Fadnavis.

Among other things,
Amruta asked Malik to delete
the defamatory tweets within

48 hours of the receipt of the
notice and tender uncondi-
tional apology by addressing a
news conference, failing which
she would initiate legal pro-
ceedings against the
Maharashtra Minister under
section 499 and 500 for
defamation.

In the notice issued on
behalf of Malik’s son-in-law
Sameer Khan, his lawyer R I
Ansari referred to a statements
made by Fadnavis telecast on
ABP News: “Aata Nawab Malik
anche Jaavayi hey drugs sakat
sapaadle aahe” ( Now Nawab
Malik’s son-in-law was found
with drugs in his possession”
and “Jayncha Gharish drugs
saapadtat tyanchi party kay
honar aahe” ( In whose house
drugs were found what will will
happen to his party).

Sameer Khan stated that
the allegations made by
Fadnavis were “baseless and
without any merits”. “The
chargesheet filed by the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) does not support even
a single allegation levied by
you. The Panchanama dated
14/01/2021 ( filed by the NCB)
clearly says that the house was
searched and no contraband or
suspicious substance was found
in my client’s house or under
his possession. But which
source you obtained such a
false, frivolous and baseless
report is better known to you,”
Ansari told Fadnavis on behalf
of his client Sameer Khan in the
notice.

Meanwhile, amid reports
that the ED has raided seven
places in Pune and one place in
Aurangabad in connection
with the Pune Waqf Board
land scam, Malik said that he
as the Minority affairs minis-
ter welcomed the ED’s action,
as his ministry --under which
the Waqf Board falls -- has
already initiated “clean-up”
measures.

Talking to media persons,
Malilk said: “ Media reports are
claiming that Nawab Malik is
in trouble as ED has taken up
some cases pertaining to his
ministry. I want to say ED is
more than welcome to do its
job. We will cooperate with
them in every possible way. But
if there is a campaign to threat-
en me or to malign my image
because of the fight that we
have started against central
agencies, then I would say
Maharashtra government,
Maharashtra ministers, leaders
do not get scared by central
agencies”.

Maintaining that there had
been no raid in the Waqf Board
office as well, Malik said:  “The
agency can only clarify whether
Devendra Fadnavis made the
complaint or not. I only came
to know that there have been
some raids and that television
channels are saying Nawab
Malik is in trouble,” the minis-
ter said.

A section of the media
had earlier in the day reported
that seven places in Pune and
one place in Aurangabad had

been raided by the ED officials
in connection with the Pune
Waqf Board land scam case
involving irregularities to the
tune of Rs 10 crore. The raids
started on Thursday morning
after an Enforcement Case
Information Report (ECIR)
was registered by their zone-2
office.

In a related development,
Malik - who has been “expos-
ing” NCB’s Zonal director
Sameer Wankhede’s efforts to
implicate falsely innocent peo-
ple including Bollywood super
star Shah Rukh Khan’s son
Aryan and Fadnavis’ alleged
links with the underworld --
debunked the Opposition BJP’s
claim that he was fighting
“solitary battle”.  

“I am not alone. Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
NCP President Sharad Pawar,
all ministers, the government
and the party are standing by
me solidly,” Malik said.

“I may be fighting alone,
but I have the full backing and
blessings of all the top leaders
that gives me the strength. I
have taken up this responsibil-
ity to cleanse up certain things
and will continue,” Malik
added.

Malik’s statement came a
day after the state cabinet
presided over by Thackeray
complimented Malik for his
ongoing war in which he has
exposed alleged acts of irregu-
larities by Wankhede and the
BJP leaders who are supporting
the NCB’s zonal director.   

From Page 1
As a result, in addition to a decrease in first-dose coverage

of measles vaccine from 86% in 2019 to 84% in 2020, only 70%
of children globally received their second measles vaccine dose
last year, according to the new MMWR report - far below the
95% coverage needed to protect the population.

Researchers also reported a deterioration in measles sur-
veillance, as WHO’s global network of measles and rubella lab-
oratories received the lowest number of specimens for measles
testing since 2010, despite large measles outbreaks occurring in
26 countries.

“Large numbers of unvaccinated children, outbreaks of
measles, and disease detection and diagnostics diverted to sup-
port Covid-19 responses are factors that increase the likelihood
of measles-related deaths and serious complications in children,”
CDC Global Immunization Director Kevin Cain, MD, said in
the statement. “We must act now to strengthen disease surveil-
lance systems and close immunity gaps, before travel and trade
return to prepandemic levels to prevent deadly measles outbreaks
and mitigate the risk of other vaccine-preventable diseases.”

According to the MMWR report, from 2000 to 2010, cov-
erage of first doses of measles-containing vaccine increased glob-
ally from 72 per cent to 84 per cent and peaked in 2019 at 86
per cent.

Annual rates of measles cases decreased 88 per cent from
2000 to 2016, from 145 cases per 1 million population to just
18. The rate rebounded in 2019 to 120 but then dropped again
in 2020 to 22.

Annual measles deaths decreased by 94 per cent from 2000
to 2020, from 1,072,800 to 60,700, with an estimated 31.7 mil-
lion measles deaths averted, the researchers said.
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia has written

to Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, urging
him to postpone the National
Achievement Survey (NAS)
scheduled on Friday in schools
across the country to assess
learning levels. Sisodia, who is
also Delhi’s Education Minister,
said the data collected in the
survey will not be “reliable” as
schools have not completely
opened after a prolonged clo-
sure due to Covid-19, and the
exercise will be a “wastage” of
time and money.

“Students have gradually
started coming to schools after
one and a half year. I believe at
this time we should focus on
social, mental and emotional
well being of students.

A big number of students
have not returned to schools,
there should be an effort to
bring them back rather than
formulating a policy on basis of
a survey done when schools are
half open,” Sisodia said in the
letter. “I humbly request you
that the survey should be
stopped for now and conduct-
ed later at a time when situa-
tion turns normal. The purpose
of the survey will be served
then only and data will be reli-
able. To conduct the survey at
this time will be wastage of
time and money and if a poli-
cy is formulated on basis of this
survey, the results can be fatal,”
he added.

According to Ministry of
Education (MoE) officials, over
38 lakh students from 1.23 lakh
schools in 733 districts across
the country.
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Under the Delhi
Government’s new excise

policy, there will be no need of
having temporary P-10 licence
for serving liquor at weddings,
parties and other such events at
licenced premises of banquet
halls, farm houses, motels and
similar venues.

The need for P-10 licence
will be replaced by a L-38
licence for one year that will be
given on payment of a fee
ranging from �5-15 lakh
depending on the size of the
licensed premises.

The excise department of
the Delhi Government has
issued terms and conditions for
the applicants of L-38 licence
under the new excise policy for
2021-22.

The excise commissioner
in a note issued on Tuesday
said “no separate P-10 license
will be required at any event
being conducted at these
venues once the yearly license
is acquired. 

These venues which con-
duct multiple events will have
to take this licence (L-38) in
order to serve liquor at their
premises.”

However, the L-38 licensee
will issue a letter mentioning
date of the event, number of
guests and such other details to
the host of the event to enable
them to procure the liquor
from licensed source in Delhi. 

The host of the event will
produce purchase invoice if
demanded by excise officials,
according to the note.
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The national Capital on
Thursday recorded a max-

imum temperature of 25.4
degrees Celsius, three notches
below the normal, with the
weather department predicting
the mercury to fall further in
the next few days.

This was the lowest maxi-
mum temperature of this sea-
son so far. 

Before this, the city record-
ed the lowest maximum tem-
perature of 26.3 degrees Celsius
on November 5, India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) officials said.

On Thursday morning,
Delhi also recorded the lowest
minimum temperature of the
season so far at 12.6 degrees
Celsius, one notch below nor-

mal. The relative humidity at
5.30 pm on Thursday was 79
per cent.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board,
Delhi’s air quality remained in
the ‘severe’ category on
Thursday with the air quality
index clocking the value of 419
at 7 pm.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered ‘good’, 51 and
100 ‘satisfactory’, 101 and 200
‘moderate’, 201 and 300 ‘poor’,
301 and 400 ‘very poor’, and
401 and 500 ‘severe’.

The IMD has forecast a
clear sky with mist or shallow
fog in the city in the coming
days. Officials said the mini-
mum and maximum tempera-
tures are likely to fall further in
the next few days.

(Inputs from PTI)
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As half-burnt particles also
cause pollution primarily

in winters due to non-sup-
portive weather, the city
Government on Thursday
launched an ‘Anti-Burning
Campaign.’

Environment Minister
Gopal Rai also conducted a
surprise visit at the Ghazipur
landfill in East Delhi and
directed the MCD to present an
action plan for a foolproof fire
control mechanism to avoid
future instances of week-long
fires.

“The current progress of
landfill disposal, is very poor
and impractical and the East
MCD is severely lacking in its
work,” Rai said.

“Given the current levels of

pollution in Delhi and the
continuous instances of stubble
burning from all around con-
tributing to it, the ‘Anti Burning
Campaign’ has been started
today. The main goal of this is
to help cut down on any source
of pollution from within the
city where open burning of
waste, landfills, and the like is
taking place. This campaign
will run for a month till
December 11. Around 10 dif-
ferent departments with a team
of 550 people have been given
the responsibility to see this
campaign through,” Rai said.

In response to enquiries
about the disposal of the
Ghazipur landfill, Rai said,
“The MCD engineers and
DPCC scientists have recently
presented a report that despite
orders by the National Green

Tribunal regarding the dispos-
al of the landfill, only 5.5 per
cent of the area has been
cleared over a span of 2.5
years.  At this rate, the dispos-
al of the entire landfill looks
tough in my opinion, which
they have predicted will take a
long cumbersome 13 years,
which is completely impracti-
cal and unjustified. So the cur-
rent progress is definitely poor.
To accelerate it the MCD needs
to come up with a solid action
plan. We will also hold a meet-
ing concerning this matter to
figure out why the disposal is
getting stalled so much.”

He concluded saying he
would remind the Centre and
State Governments to hold an
emergency meeting at the ear-
liest. “Don’t know why they are
avoiding it”, he said.
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After a brief exchange of fire,
the Delhi Police nabbed a

sharp shooter of the Rajesh
Bawana gang and two of his
associates in outer Delhi’s
Bawana on Thursday morning.

The alleged sharpshooter
has been identified as Manbir
alias Rancho (24), a resident of
Pooth Khurd Village and he
was also declared a ‘Bad
Character’ by the Bawana
police station. Police said that
he sustained a bullet injury in
his right leg in the encounter
and was admitted to a hospital
for treatment.

According to the police,
Manbir, Naresh (42) and
Madan (36) had come to
Bawana with a plan to kill a

property dealer, but were
nabbed by a police team.

“Acting on a tip-off, the
police formed a special team
and a trap was laid. When the
three accused came to the area
on a motorcycle, the informer
spotted them and the police
team signalled them to stop,
but they tried to flee,” said
Bijendra Kumar Yadav, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Outer North
district.”The accused, Manbir,
even opened fire at the police
party with the intent to kill
them. In retaliation, our police
team also opened fire and after
a brief encounter, apprehend-
ed all three of them. A bullet hit
Manbir on his right leg near the
knee area and he was rushed to
a hospital,” said the DCP.
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A30-year-old married
woman was attacked with

a blade by a man who had been
allegedly stalking and pressur-
ing her to marry him.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sushil alias Ponta (21),
a resident of Wazirabad and he
has been arrested by the police.
Police said the accused had
been harassing the woman
over a period of time and had
also harmed her in the past
when she rejected his advances,
but she never approached the
police.

The incident took place at
Nehru Vihar area of Timarpur
in north Delhi on Tuesday.

According to Sagar Singh

Kalsi, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), North district, the
woman had gone to drop her
two children for their tuition
classes at Nehru Vihar on
Tuesday and while she was
returning, the bike-borne
accused intercepted her and
threatened her to come along
with him to a nearby area.

“Fearing the consequences,
she accompanied the man to a
deserted place. 

“He then attacked her with
a blade on her neck. When she
raised an alarm, the accused
fled on his motorcycle and also
took away her mobile phone so
that she does not approach the
police immediately,” said the
DCP.
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The body of a 36-year-old
man with a gunshot wound

to the head was found inside a
house in south Delhi’s
Chhattarpur on Thursday
morning.The deceased has
been identified as Sanjiv Sejwal
of Lado Sarai. He was a prop-
erty dealer.

According to a senior
police official, a police control
room (PCR) call was received
around 4:45 AM from a
woman who said that Sejwal
had shot himself on the fourth
floor of the Rajpur JMD Estate
building in Chattarpur.

“Sejwal came to the flat
around 9 PM on Wednesday
and there were other people
with him and they were having
a party. Sejwal was found dead
at the spot and a revolver was
also found there. Forensic
examination of the crime scene
has been done. We are investi-
gating the matter from all
angles,” said the senior police
official.

The victim is survived by
his wife and kids. There is a
bullet injury mark on his head.
No note has been recovered
from the spot, the police said.

Gurugram: A 39-year-old
Rekha was suffering from
severe headaches and visual
blurring for the last five years.
When a team of doctors, which
consisted of neurologists Dr
Rajnish Kumar and Dr Sunil
Singla and
Neurointerventionist Dr Nihar
Kathrani at Paras Hospital,
investigated her further, it was
found that she had increased
brain pressure which was caus-
ing the narrowing of the brain
venous outflow and thus the
given symptoms. 

Her symptoms were pro-
gressive despite the best med-
ical management. The patient
was offered the treatment of
brain venous pressure moni-
toring and stenting, which is a
minimally invasive procedure
performed without any anaes-
thesia, just by two small mil-

limetre size punctures in the
groin. The procedure was suc-
cessfully performed by Dr
Kathrani and eventually, the
brain (intracranial) pressure
was reduced and the vision of
the patient was saved.

Speaking about the case,
Dr Rajnish Kumar, Senior
Consultant and Unit Head of
Neurology at Paras Hospital,
Gurugram, said, “Venous Sinus
Stenting is a minimally invasive
procedure for the treatment of
medically refractory idiopath-
ic intracranial hypertension
(IIH) and patients with fulmi-
nant vision loss.  As the name
implies, it involves the place-
ment of a metallic mesh in the
shape of a tube (stent) in the
area of the narrowed vein to
expand the vein and resolve the
narrowing to aid in reducing
the intracranial pressure”.
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The Delhi Government
Thursday assured the

Delhi High Court that no
coercive action will be taken
against liquor retailers for
the time being for not paying
the licence fees under the
Delhi Excise Policy 2021-22.

The Delhi Government
gave the oral assurance dur-
ing the hearing of pleas by
over 16 retail liquor traders,
who are successful bidders

for licences for the operation
of retail liquor vends, seek-
ing to declare the decision of
the Delhi Government to
levy licence fees with effect
from November 1, 2021, as
illegal.

Delhi Government, rep-
resented through senior advo-
cates A M Singhvi and Rahul
Mehra, said no precipitate
action will be taken against
the traders for now since
they are partners in the busi-
ness.
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Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on

Thursday warned that States
and Union Territories ‘should-
n’t think that Covid-19 is over’
and should ask people not to
lower their guard.

Mandaviya virtually met
Health Ministers of all States
and Union Territories to review
the campaign of ‘Har Ghar
Dastak’ to ensure vaccination of
all adults who have not got
their first dose of Covid-19 vac-
cine or are overdue for their
second dose.

During the meeting,
Mandaviya said that in the
national interest, all States and
UTs must work together in a
collaborative spirit towards
‘Har Ghar Dastak’ Covid-19
vaccination drive so that no

household is left unvaccinated
in the country, said the state-
ment.

The meeting of the Health
Ministers comes a week after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on November 3 interacted with
district magistrates and health
officials of over 45 districts
across 12 States and Union
Territories where the first dose
coverage of Covid-19 vaccine
was less than 50 per cent.

As per the official figures,
around 79.2 per cent of India’s
adult population has been
inoculated with at least one
dose of Covid-19 vaccine,
while more than 37 per cent of
around 94 crore adult popula-
tion has been administered
both doses.

Uttar Pradesh tops the list
of States which have adminis-
tered the highest number of

Covid vaccine doses.
Maharashtra is at second spot

followed by West Bengal,
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.
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Delta variant of Covid-19
continues to be the main

variant of concern and other
variants of interest or concern
are now negligible in sequenc-
ing data from India, the
Indian Sars-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium (INSACOG) said
on Thursday.

Delta was first detected in
India in October last year.
Low frequency of the new
AY.4.2 variant in IndiaEurope
sees rise in Delta variant

The forum set up under
the Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, further
said that it has outcompeted
other variants in most coun-
tries adding that other VOI or
VOC are now negligible in
sequencing data from India.

In its bulletin, INSACOG
said “there is no change in the
global scenario and called
Delta, including B.1.617.2
(AY) and AY.x sublineages,
main VOC globally.”

Delta which was detected
in India in October last year
was responsible for the dev-
astating second wave of the
coronavirus pandemic in the
country, which reached its
peak in April-May 2022.

There is now a declining
prevalence of other variants
among SARS-CoV-2
sequences submitted to pub-
licly available datasets or

reported to the WHO, it said.
In India, Delta (B.1.617.2

and AY.x) continues to be the
main variant of concern
(VOC).

“No new VOI or VOC are
noted and other VOC and
VOI other than Delta are
now negligible in sequencing
data from India,” it said.

Last week, INSACOG had
said that AY.4.2 variant is less
than 0.1 per cent of all variants
of concern and variant of
interest (VOC/VOI), and thus,
too low to be of concern at
this time.

However, AY.4.3 is rapid-
ly spreading in several coun-
tries of Europe

Meanwhile, AY.4.3, an
offshoot of the Delta variant,
is rapidly spreading in sever-
al countries of Europe.

It has already been spot-
ted 8,138 times in England
and makes up around one in
24 cases in the country after
first being detected in mid-
July.

In Belgium, it makes up
40 per cent of infections,
while in Germany, it makes up
30 per cent and in Denmark,
just 15 per cent.
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Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Thursday

met Congress president Sonia
Gandhi after Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka are said to have
asked him to expand his
Cabinet in the next few days to
end a long-standing feud with
rival Sachin Pilot by accom-
modating his loyalists. The
push also comes as the
Congress has somewhat sorted
out the Punjab muddle.

AICC sources said
Priyanka Gandhi had report-
edly urged Gehlot to accom-
modate Sachin Pilot’s support-
ers in his Ministry.

Sources confirmed Gehlot’s
meeting with Sonia Gandhi
was on “expanding the
Rajasthan Cabinet and
appointing chairmen of state
corporations”.

“The party high command
will decide on the Cabinet
reshuffle in Rajasthan. Ajay
Maken has all the information
on it. We want good gover-
nance to continue in the State,”
Gehlot told reporters after the
meeting.

Sources said the Congress
leadership wants the reshuffle
to take place immediately, in
keeping with a major promise
to Pilot when he agreed to drop
his rebellion more than a year
ago.

Besides Priyanka Gandhi,
other Congress leaders like
KC Venugopal and Rajasthan

in-charge Ajay Maken were
present at a meeting at Rahul
Gandhi’s home in Delhi where
Gehlot was reminded about the
long-delayed cabinet changes.
Rahul Gandhi was not in the
meeting however, sources said.

Last year, Pilot camped in
Delhi with 18 MLAs for weeks
as he felt short-changed and
sidelined by Gehlot in the
Rajasthan Congress. Three
MLA’s had broken from
Sachin to avert a repeat of the
Madhya Pradesh situation
when Jyotiraditya Scindia
joined the BJP and made the
Congress government lose its
majority . These MLA’s are
also expected to be compen-
sated with a  ministerial berth
and other posts.

In 2018, when the
Congress won the Rajasthan
election, Pilot was credited
with the party’s win but had to
settle for the post of Gehlot’s
deputy leading to a revolt
within two factions of party.

In September this Pilot
met Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi on several
occasions. Sources in party
said the party high command
Gandhis want Pilot to take
charge of Gujarat ahead of
elections in the State next
year.
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India on Thursday slammed
Pakistan for playing spoil-

sport by refusing to attend a
conclave here on Wednesday to
discuss the situation in
Afghanistan.

The conclave of the
National Security Advisors
(NSA) issued a Delhi
Declaration urging that Afghan
soil should not be used for
spreading international terror-
ism and radicalisation. Eight
countries, including India, took
part in the meet. The other
countries were Russia, Iran
and five Central Asian coun-
tries which share the border
with Afghanistan.

India had invited Pakistan
also but it declined to come on
the pretext that New Delhi had
not invited the Taliban. Iran
had held such conclave in 2018
and 2019 but Pakistan did not
attend. China, which attended
the two earlier events, did not
participate in Delhi conclave
claiming “scheduling issues.” It,
is however, taking part in a par-
allel conclave on Afghanistan
on Thursday in Islamabad
besides the US and Russia.

As regards Pakistan’s non-
participation here, ministry of
external affairs spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi  highlighted
that India has been extending
support to Afghanistan for

many years but the situation on
the ground has become “very
difficult” over the last few
months.

He criticised Pakistan’s
decision to not attend Delhi
Regional Security Dialogue on
Afghanistan, saying it shows
Islamabad’s attitude regarding
the crisis in the war-torn coun-
try.

In an apparent reference to
Pakistan, he said there have
been difficulties in providing
humanitarian assistance to
Afghanistan due to a lack of
unimpeded access.

He highlighted that India
has been extending support to
Afghanistan for many years but
the situation on the ground has
become “very difficult” over the
last few months. Pakistan has
,so far, denied India to send
food to Afghan through road
from Attari.

“One of the key elements
which we’ve seen in previous
meetings was the need for
unimpeded, unhindered access
for humanitarian assistance
providers...There have been
difficulties due to lack of unim-
peded access,” Bagchi added.

He said that the “very seri-
ous humanitarian situation” in
Afghanistan was discussed at
length during the meeting of
NSAs of eight regional coun-
tries, including India, Russia,
and Iran.
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New Delhi: India on
Thursday said it has never
accepted illegal occupation of
its territory and claims by
China particularly in
Arunachal Pradesh. New
Delhi also said China has
undertaken construction all
along the border and in ille-
gally occupied Indian land.
This strong official reaction
by the Ministry of external
affairs came in response to a
recent Pentagon report last
week which said China has
built a village of more than
100 dwelling units in
Arunachal Pradesh last year.
Reacting unofficially, the
Indian security establishment

had on Monday said the vil-
lage was constructed on a
piece of land where an Assam
Rifles post was overrun in
1959.  Since then, the Chinese
army has a post there and it
controls that area. The
Ministry of External Affairs
said here on Thursday, “We
have taken note of the US
Department of Defence’
report to US Congress which
inter-alia also makes a refer-
ence to construction activities
by Chinese side along the
India-China border areas par-
ticularly in the Eastern Sector.
Reports had also appeared in
the media earlier this year on
this issue.”
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Thursday urged

Governors and Lieutenant
Governors of Union Territories
to be proactive in overseeing
the implementation of the
Central Government’s pro-
grammes and in mobilising
people for nation-building ini-
tiatives.

Addressing a conference of
Governors and LGs, Naidu
urged them to “monitor and
guide” the initiatives launched
by the Central Government
inspired by the philosophy of
‘Sabka Saath—Sabka Prayas’
to ensure the nation’s progress
with effective public participa-
tion.

Naidu shared with the par-
ticipants his thoughts and con-
cerns over a range of issues,
including environmental pro-
tection, promotion of entre-
preneurship among farmers,
healthcare for all, and promo-
tion of constitutional values

and ethics in public life.
Referring to the vast expe-

rience of governors in public
life, the vice-president stressed
that they have an important
role in shaping policies and
their execution, ensuring effec-
tive utilisation of scarce
resources and ensuring probity
and ethics in public life.

“Governors and Lt.
Governors should function not
only as a constitutional author-
ity but with the moral author-
ity of an elder statesman,”
Naidu underlined, adding they

should pioneer environmental
protection, preserve culture
and nature for a better future.

The vice-president urged
the governors and L-Gs to
ensure that governance and
public life are marked by strict
adherence to the philosophy
and provision of the
Constitution.
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Congress students’ wing the
National Students Union of

India (NSUI) on Thursday
launched the ‘Shiksha Bachao,
Desh Bachao’ campaign to
oppose the anti-student policies
of Modi Government.

AICC Communications
Secretary, Dr. Vineet Punia and
NSUI National President, Neeraj
Kundan launched the national
campaign at AICC headquar-
ters. 

Addressing the media per-
sons, Kundan said education is
the birth right of every youth
and child. BJP is working day
and night to snatch fundamen-
tal right by privatising the edu-
cation sector, he added. BJP’s
anti-students policies have hurt
the students’ interests but it was
trying to distract the students
through the divisive agenda, he
said.

Kundan added that the need

for this campaign has surfaced
because BJP since the time has
come in power is changing the
education system for its ulteri-
or motives. NEP was launched
silently by BJP government dur-
ing the time of Corona pan-
demic, which exposes its motive
and hidden agenda. The only
impact of this will be distancing
education from the common
people, he claimed. 

NSUI has demanded the
relaxation of age limit for jobs as
the students could not compete
for jobs as the selections were
not held during the two years of
Covid pandemic. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch two cus-

tomer centric initiatives—the
RBI Retail Direct Scheme and
the Reserve Bank – Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme—on
Friday via video conferencing.

The RBI Retail Direct
Scheme is aimed at enhancing
access to government securities
market for retail investors and
offers them a new avenue for
directly investing in securities
issued by the Government of
India and the State
Governments, according to
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO).

Investors will be able to
easily open and maintain their
government securities account
online with the RBI, free of
cost, said  the PMO.

The Union Finance
Minister and RBI Governor
will also attend the event.
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Regional parties collected �
445.774 crore from

unknown sources in 2019-20
which is 55.50 per cent of
their total income. Of them,
95.616 per cent or �426.233
crore of this came from elec-
toral bonds and �4.976 crore
collected by them from volun-
tary contributions. The amount
of total contributions declared
by the AAP, IUML and the LJP
in their audit reports is less
than the amount of total dona-
tions (above Rs 20,000 only)
declared in their contribution
reports by Rs 6.105 crore, Rs
31.20 lakhs and Rs 4.16 lakhs,
respectively.

The Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR) in
its latest report said that an
analysis of their Income Tax
Returns and donations state-
ments filed with the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
shows that the sources remain
largely unknown. At present,
political parties are not
required to reveal the name of
individuals or organisations
giving less than �20,000. As a
result, a substantial amount of
funds cannot be traced and are
from ‘unknown’ sources,” it
said.

The ADR said that the

contribution reports of the
AAP, IUML and the LJP are
available \on the website, but
the parties’ donations data
shows discrepancies as declared
in their annual audit report and
contribution report (donations
above Rs 20,000) for FY 2019-
20.”During FY 2019-20, total
income of regional parties from
unknown sources amounted to
Rs 445.774 crore and consti-
tuted 55.50 per cent of their
total income as declared in
their audit reports,” it added.

Some of the top regional
parties to declare highest
unknown income include the
TRS (Rs 89.158 crore), TDP (Rs
81.694 crore), YSR-C (Rs 74.75
crore), BJD (Rs 50.586 crore)
and the DMK (Rs 45.50 crore).
The ADR said the total income
of political parties from known
donors (details of donors as
available from contribution
report submitted by parties to
the Election Commission) is Rs
184.623 crore, which is 22.98
per cent of the total income of
these parties.

The total income of polit-
ical parties from other known
sources (membership fees,
bank interest, sale of publica-
tions, party levy etc.) is Rs
172.843 crore, or 21.52 per cent
of total income, the report
said.
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The CBI has sought assis-
tance from authorities in

the US in tracking two accused,
C Prabhakar Reddy who is also
known as “Punch” Prabhakar
and Mani Annapureddy, sus-
pected to be staying in that
country in connection with a
case related to alleged deroga-
tory social media posts against
judges and the judiciary.

Meanwhile, the CBI on
Thursday filed six more
chargehseets in the case.

The agency has also shared

with the US authorities the
arrest warrants issued against
both the accused from relevant
court here to buttress its claims
seeking their custody, officials
said.

The CBI, which is the
National Central Bureau
(NCB) for India under the
Interpol mechanism, has
approached Interpol
Washington, which is the
NCB of the United States,
with the arrest warrants
against the duo, the officials
said.

The CBI had gathered

information on the location of
the accused using a Blue
Corner Notice of the Interpol,
they said.

Every country has an
NCB, which is the link agency
with the Interpol.

The agency has filed six
more chargesheets against as
many accused — Sridhar
Reddy Avuthu, Jalagam
Venkata Satyanarayana, Guda
Sridhar Reddy, Sreenath
Suswaram, Kishore Kumar
Darisa alias Kishore Reddy
Darisa and Sudduluri Ajay
Amruth -- in the case.
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Zakia Jafri, widow of slain
Congress MP Ehsan Jafri,

told the Supreme Court on
Thursday that the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) which
gave a clean chit to then Gujarat
Chief Minister Narendra Modi
in the 2002 communal riots
should itself be investigated
for rendering conclusions con-
trary to facts. Senior lawyer
Kapil Sibal, representing Jafri,
alleged that the SIT did not do
‘investigation’ but did a ‘collab-
orative exercise’ and its probe
was fraught with omissions to
protect conspirators. 

“The SIT was rendering
conclusions contrary to facts
they were aware of. In fact, SIT
should be investigated. It is
true...I am not concerned with
individuals. I am concerned
with the process. I am only say-
ing SIT did not do its job. It was
an act of protection. It did a col-
laborative exercise,” said Sibal.
He said that there was evidence
in the form of electronic records
including call data records of
senior police officials and mobs
identifying houses of Muslims,
all of which pointed towards
conspiracy. 

But the SIT ignored all of it
and did not conduct any further
investigation into the and the
Magistrate and High Court too
chose to overlook the same, he
contended. 
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to hear a

plea of two advocates and a
journalist seeking quashing of
a criminal case lodged under
the harsh UAPA provisions
against them for allegedly
bringing facts through social
media posts about the “target-
ed violence” against the minor-
ity community in Tripura. 

A bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justices A S Bopanna and Hima
Kohli was informed by advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan that
the two lawyers and the scribe
who had gone there on a fact
finding mission have been pro-
ceeded against by the Tripura
police under the UAPA for
their social media posts and an
FIR has been lodged and a
notice under the CrPC has

been issued to them. 
“Why did not go to the

High Court? You go before the
High Court,” the bench
observed initially and later
agreed to consider listing the
plea after the lawyer said that
besides seeking relief of quash-
ing of the FIR, the plea also
challenged the constitutional
validity of some UAPA provi-
sions.  “Please list it as these
people are imminently under
threat,” Bhushan said. 

“Circulate the bundle. I
will give a date (for hearing),”
the CJI said. 

Advocates, Mukesh and
Ansarul Haq, and journalist
Shyam Meera Singh have been
accused in the FIR lodged at the
West Agartala Police Station
under the IPC and the UAPA
provisions for allegedly dis-
seminating information about
communal violence in the State.
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L u c k n o w / G o r a k h p u r :
Paediatrician Kafeel Khan of
Gorakhpur's BRD Medical
College and Hospital, who had
been suspended in 2017 after the
death of 70 children due to oxy-
gen shortage, has been dismissed,
a Government official said here on
Thursday.

Dr Khan has been sacked
after being found guilty in the
probe into the circumstances lead-
ing to the death of children in the
hospital, UP Principal Secretary
(Medical Education) Alok Kumar
said.

As the matter is sub judice, the
detailed information about Dr
Khan's dismissal will be given to
the court, Kumar added.

Dr Khan had been attached to
the office of Director General
Medical Education (DGME) after
his suspension on August 22,
2017, in the wake of the children's
death during the month.

Reacting to the report of Dr
Khan's dismissal, Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadhra termed his dismissal as
malice-driven and aimed at
harassing him.

Expressing surprise over the
reports of his dismissal, Dr Khan,

said he does not know how he has
been terminated despite the court
giving him a clean chit earlier.

“Principal Secretary Alok
Kumar had on Wednesday
released a statement about my ter-
mination from the BRD Medical
college,” he said, adding he, how-
ever, has not received any termi-
nation letter as yet.

"They have no authority to
terminate me. They should have
taken orders from Uttar Pradesh
Public Service Commission
(UPPSC) (to suspend me),” he
asserted in a statement on the
reports of his termination.

"Among the eight people sus-
pended in the lack of oxygen case
in the hospital, the suspension of
seven others except mine had been
revoked. The court had punished
all of them in one or the other
manner but the honourable court
had given me a clean chit on
charges of medical negligence
and corruption," Dr Khan
claimed.

“I was suspended on August
22, 2017 in the case and on March
5, 2019, the Allahabad High court
had asked the UP Government to
end the inquiry and on April 18,
2019, the high court had given me

a clean chit,” Dr Khan said.
“When I was in jail, the UP

government again set up an
inquiry against me on February
24, 2020, and on August 6, 2021,
the state government declared in
front of the court that they are
withdrawing the inquiry order of
the then Chief Secretary
Himanshu Kumar,” Dr Khan said.

He also explained that even on
Wednesday, the government had
not told the court about his ter-
mination.

“On November 10, 2021, there
was a date in the court but the gov-
ernment did not submit any
papers regarding termination.
The next court date is on
December 7, 2021. I have no
hope of justice from this govern-
ment,” Dr Khan added.

After Kafeel's dismissal,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi in a tweet in
Hindi said "Dr Khan's dismissal is
driven by  malice. Motivated by a
hate agenda, the government is
doing all this to harass him."

"But the Government should
keep in mind that it is not above
the Constitution. The Congress
party is with Dr Khan in his fight
for justice," she said. PTI 
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Apart from targeting the Bengali voters the
Trinamool Congress is also trying to win

over the SC and STs of Tripura in the com-
ing Agartala municipal elections and the State
polls sources said adding the party has spe-
cific plans for the three different segments of
the voters.

“The BJP has done nothing save spread-
ing mutual hatred among communities …
they have attacked the opposition … misled
the youth and in the name of nationalism they
have created communal disturbance … the
people of this State particularly those from
Agartala have understood their policy and so
they are gradually tilting towards Mamata
Banerjee and the TMC,” said party leader Rajib
Banerjee.

Welcoming an Apex Court order direct-
ing the Tripura Government and the State
Director General of Police to allow peaceful
campaigning in the elections another TMC
leader Shantanu Sen said “the order belongs
to the people of Tripura who have been lan-
guishing under the BJP rule … there is no
democratic right in the State … But if the peo-
ple give us a chance then Tripura will see the
same surge in their socio-economic life that
have come in Bengal under the Mamata
Banerjee regime.”

Ruling that every party has a right to
peacefully campaign in the elections the Court
has asked the State Government to ensure
security of the contestants directing the
Director General of Police and the Home
Secretary to file a compliance report.

Rajib Banerjee said “in Tripura the
Government is indifferent, the police a silent
spectator and the democracy is

under threat … only the court can save
democracy here.”

The order comes as a shot in the arm of
the TMC which had been facing similar
charges in Bengal leveled by the BJP.

On the TMC’s chances of winning the
elections the party leaders said “Mamata
Banerjee has shown in Bengal that she is a
fighter who pushed out the powerful Left
Front through years of struggle … she will do
it in Tripura too and the people of this State
know it well.

Earlier party Raja Sabha MP Sushmita
Dev said that her party was targeting all sec-
tion of the society “even the SC/ST voters are
our voters…” She said “20 out of 60 seats are
reserved for SC/ ST and those voters are equal-
ly important. Biplab Deb Government has
done nothing for Tripura … they have only
exploited the people and tortured the oppo-
sition … the people are determined to throw
them out … and as the Left and the Congress
are in a bad shape the people have decided to
give Trinamool Congress a chance.”

Reacting to the statements coming from
the TMC's side senior Tripura BJP leader
Nabyendu Bhattacharya said that “the TMC
has been complaining of violence which is
peculiar to their own regime in Bengal … in
Tripura they have no cadre which is why they
are trying to get publicity through the media
… but they will not be successful in this dirty
game … The BJP welcomes them to fight
democratically in this State.”

Lucknow (UP): A delegation of health
workers on Thursday met Congress
general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra here, two days after they were
allegedly roughed up by police while
trying to meet the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister in Shahjahanpur.

Priyanka had on Wednesday
accused the State Government of
"insulting" the work done by the
Accredited Social Health Activists
(ASHAs), promising an honorarium of
�10,000 per month to them and
Anganwadi workers if her party comes
to power in the State next year.

The ASHAs had tried to meet
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath during his visit to
Shahjahanpur but they were roughed
up by police, a Congress spokesman
said.

"The workers met Priyanka

Gandhi, who arrived in the state cap-
ital on Thursday morning and told her
about the issues faced by them, includ-
ing those related to their wages and ser-
vice conditions," he said. "They
also showed the injuries sustained by
them in Shahjahanpur," the spokesman
added.

On Wednesday, Priyanka had
shared a purported video of the
"assault" by police on ASHAs in
Shahjahanpur.

"Every assault on the ASHA sisters
by the UP Government is an insult to
the work done by them," she had said.

Meanwhile, Shahjahanpur
Congress president Rajnish Gupta
said Priyanka sent a health worker to
a hospital as her condition was not
good.

She also constituted a panel of
lawyers, who will fight a legal battle for

the hospitalised worker, he said.
Shahjahanpur Superintendent of Police
S Anand said on November 9, there
was a programme of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath there.

During this, the workers tried to go
to the public meeting, when they were
stopped, after which worker Poonam
Pandey scuffled with a woman inspec-
tor and its video had surfaced on social
media, he said.

A case has been registered against
Poonam, the SP said.
Poonam alleged that she was badly
beaten up by woman inspector Jyoti
Tyagi and other police personnel due
to which she suffered injuries and her
hand was fractured.

On being asked that she allegedly
hit the inspector first, Poonam said
someone kicked her from behind due
to which she fell on the officer. PTI

Muzaffarnagar: A Special
POCSO court here on Thursday
sentenced a man to 12 years'
imprisonment for raping a 15-
year-old girl five years back.

Special Judge Sanjiv Kumar
Tiwari also imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 on Zahid, the convict,
after holding him guilty under
section 376 of the Indian Penal
Code and sections 3 and 4 of
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

According to POCSO lawyer
Manmohan Verma, the girl was
abducted by Zahid on July 19,
2016 from her village in the dis-
trict and taken to Delhi where she
was kept in a room and raped. 

Baghpat (UP): A teenage girl
was allegedly raped and a video
of the act was made at a village
here, police said on Thursday. 

Police have arrested five
people in this connection and
sent two teenagers to a juvenile
home. 

The 15-year-old girl was
called near her house on
November 9 by two teenagers,
both students of her school.

She was taken to a college,
where she was raped,
Superintendent of Police Neeraj
Kumar Jadaun said. 

While they were raping
the girl, four others reached
there, took photographs and
made a video of the act, he said. 

The four also tried to rape
the girl but she managed to flee
and reached a field where a
farmer tried to rape her, police
said. 

The girl was later rescued
by police. While the
two teenagers were accused of
raping her, the other five were
held for trying to outrage her
modesty and make her obscene
video. PTI 

Jaipur: Congress leader Sachin
Pilot here on Thursday said
decisions regarding his party
Government and organisa-
tion in Rajasthan will be taken
soon, amid speculations over
the Cabinet expansion and
other political appointments in
theState.  

The former Rajasthan
Deputy Chief Minister said the
All-India Congress Committee
and the State Government are
in constant touch over it as the
panel, which was formed by
party president Sonia Gandhi
over a year ago, has complet-
ed its work.

"I met (K C) Venugopal a
couple of days ago. We con-
tinuously discuss and soon
decisions will be taken with
regard to the organisation and
the Government," he told
reporters in Dausa.

The Congress had formed
a three-member panel for the
resolution of the issues raised
by the legislators 
led by Pilot, who had revolt-
ed against Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot last year.

The Congress leader also
accused the Centre of collect-
ing �20 lakh crore through

cess on petrol and diesel, giv-
ing no relief to people even
after the price of crude in the
international market "halved".

Even during the coron-
avirus lockdown, the Centre
did not give any relief, he said.  

Now, when the elections of
five states are approaching, the
government has extended
relief, he added.

The former Rajasthan
deputy CM also flayed the
Centre for unemployment and
price rise.

"Inflation is increasing,
domestic gas cylinder costs
over ��900, petrol and diesel
are getting costlier than ghee.
There are no jobs, industries 
are getting ruined, the econo-
my has collapsed and farmers
are agitating," he stressed.  

He said people under-
stand that the Congress is a
better option.  Pilot also
claimed that his party
Government has fulfilled most
promises it made in its election
manifesto.   On the question of
VAT on petrol and diesel in the
state, he said the Chief
Minister has said that the
State Government will reduce
prices. PTI 

Muzaffarnagar (UP): The people
of Uttar Pradesh would have
faced no problem, had Yogi
Adityanath not migrated here
from Uttarakhand, Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav
said on Thursday.

Yadav took the dig at the
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
days after he promised compen-
sation for the families of industrial
town Kairana in adjoining Shamli
district, who had migrated from
here under the extortion threat.

Referring to Yogi's visit to
Kairana, Yadav said, "He came
and recalled exodus, the reality is
that if there had not been the  exo-
dus of the CM from Uttarakhand,
our five years would not have
been wasted."

Adityanath was born as Ajay
Mohan Bisht in Panchur village
of Pauri Garhwal in June 1972

before the formation of
Uttarakhand  out of Uttar
Pradesh.

Addressing a public meeting
in Kairana on Monday, Yogi  had
slammed the "Taliban mentality",
saying it will not be accepted  in
the state. Referring to the 2013
communal riots in Muzaffarnagar,
Adityanath had said the opposi-
tion did not act when houses of
Hindus  were being burnt and
innocent youths killed in
Muzaffarnagar.         

The alleged exodus from
Kairana was a key poll issue
before  the 2017 assembly elec-
tions as the BJP had claimed then
that scores  of Hindu families had
left the town after receiving
threats from  criminals. The
claim, however, was contested by
others.

Addressing the 'Kashyap

mahasammelan' in Budhana area
here,  Akhilesh Yadav said the
"Baba CM” does not understand
anything and  makes tall claims
on law and order.    

“Can anyone tell if police
are indulging in murders any-
where  in the country? I can give
many examples of innocents
being killed  in UP,” he said, recall-
ing the Gorakhpur murder of a
Kanpur trader  and Kasganj cus-
todial death of a youth and held

BJP responsible for the same.
“The CM who cannot extend

security to a trader in his home
district, what could be expected
of him on the law and order
front,”  Yadav said, adding that the
National Human Rights
Commission data  says that most
cases of injustice and custodial
deaths are in UP. 

Accusing Adityanath of pur-
suing a "thoko niti (staged
encounter  policy)”, the SP chief
said this led to the beating of a
jailor and  deputy jailor in
Farrukhabad and injuries to 30
others as no one  knew who had
to be beaten up.

Referring to Yogi repeated-
ly as “Baba CM”, Akhilesh said  he
should have read his 'sankalp
patra' (poll manifesto) which had
made several promises to farmers
and youths. PTI
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Aizawl: The Mizoram Government is planning to admin-
ister Covid-19 vaccine to Myanmar nationals who have taken
refuge in the State following a military coup in the neigh-
bouring country in February, a health department official
said on Thursday.

Altogether 12,736 people of Myanmar are currently stay-
ing in various parts of Mizoram, particularly in districts bor-
dering that country, according to the State police's record.

The official said the authorities of those districts are gear-
ing up to vaccinate all the eligible refugees.

East Mizoram's Champhai district has the highest num-
ber of Myanmar nationals at 7,291, followed by the south-
ernmost Lawngtlai district at 1,746 and State capital Aizawl
at 1,622. A large section of those who have taken refuge in
the state belong to the Chin, also known as the Zo, com-
munity. They share the same ancestry and culture as the
Mizos of Mizoram. They were mainly the residents of Chin,
a State in Myanmar, which shares its Western border with
Mizoram.

The majority of the Myanmar nationals are lodged in
relief camps set up by villagers, while others live with their
relatives in the state and some others in rented houses, police
said. They are provided with food, utensils, blankets and other
essential items by local people, NGOs and churches, officials
said. Earlier, Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga had writ-
ten to Prime Minister Narendra Modi urging him to pro-
vide asylum to the Myanmar nationals on humanitarian
grounds. The state government had also sent delegations to
Delhi seeking assistance for those people.

However, the Centre is yet to give a response. India is
not a signatory to the UN Convention on refugees.

Six Mizoram districts- Champhai, Lawngtlai, Siaha,
Saitual, Hnahthial and Serchhip - share a 510-km interna-
tional border with Myanmar's Chin state. PTI
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Palghar: An offence has been registered against an unidenti-
fied person for allegedly throwing ink at a driver of the
Maharashtra State Road Transport Corporation (MSRTC) at
a bus depot in Vasai of Maharashtra's Palghar district on
Thursday, police said. 

The alleged incident took place at Navghar bus depot in
Vasai, where an unidentified man threw ink on driver
Kamlakar Waghmare in the morning, the station house offi-
cer of Manikpur police station said.

An offence under section 332 (voluntarily causing hurt to
deter public servant from his duty) of the IPC has been regis-
tered, he said. 

According to reports at the depot, some drivers attempt-
ed to ply buses, but following the incident all buses returned
to the depot. 

Speaking to reporters, depot manager Dileep Bhosale said
some drivers and conductors were seriously concerned about
the strike and some of them wanted to resume work and
attempted to ply the buses.         However, the ink-throwing
incident has aggravated the situation, he added.         PTI 
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and their kin unable to get
treatment in hospitals.

Next on the list was terror-
ism — the lesser said the bet-
ter. Security experts would be
better placed to tell if demon-
etisation led to any let-up in
terrorism. It would be too sim-
plistic to assume that motivat-
ed terrorists would stop
because they could not
exchange their notes. After all
their accounts were not frozen.

As for counterfeits, accord-
ing to the Government's dec-
laration, more than 99 per cent
of the currency notes got back
into the system.

Digitisation, no doubts,
improved but is still a very
small fraction of the cash
transactions. Moreover, digi-
tisation in a country like ours
is conceivable only in cities.
India operates on cash. And
why should a farmer pay a
fraction of money to Paytm
for transacting? Digitisation
comes with a transaction cost.
Japan is still largely a cash
economy.

So what was the motive —
the real motive — of the
Government? The motives
were indeed different from the
ones propagated.

Maybe one was the
upcoming UP elections. In
Indian elections cash rules. It
stripped the Opposition par-

ties of their cash tranche. Or
maybe to shift the fulcrum of
the economy from an unor-
ganised to an organised sector.
The money started flowing
even more vigorously from the
common man to entrepre-
neurs. Whatever it was, it
meant severe hardships for the
people, small businesses and
workers. Eighty-five per cent
of the economy is the informal
sector which works on 95 per
cent cash transactions. It was
paralysed with the so-called
masterstroke. While the infor-
mal sector shrunk the organ-
ised sector ate into its chunk.
Indeed, they were better
equipped to adapt and take
advantage of the new digitisa-
tion and other policies.

Another big reason
could be that the party in
power wanted to do some-
thing dramatic. To show
that it was different from the
previous Government and
had the wish to purge the
economy. It was a quick fix
solution, which has hardly
ever worked anywhere in the
world, but it could be easily
sold to common people. The
‘shock and awe’ paradigm
was being invoked and put
to good political mileage.

An argument often
doled out is that if people
suffered then how come the

NDA Government came
back to power in 2019. That
has some merit to it. But
then people are often unable
to connect the dots especial-
ly when they are stuck with
'shock and awe'. They feel
the hardships they are facing
are somehow their follies, or
maybe they are unlucky.
They fail to connect it to a
grand executive order.
Moreover, PM Modi came
with a lot of goodwill and peo-
ple presumed he can do no
wrong, no evil. Even if it did
not work his intentions were
good so he deserved a better
chance. He was let down by
bureaucracy, the corporates
and exonerated the concept of
demonetisation.

However, after five years,
the Government did not do
a single press conference or
press release commemorat-
ing the occasion. No TV ad
or newspaper ad was com-
memorating the occasion.
Even the ministers who
tweet about anything and
everything, gave the fifth
birthday of demonetisation
a skip. Even the Government
wants to forget about it as a
nightmare. But can we?

(The writer is a columnist
and documentary filmmaker.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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Sir — It is really heartening to see Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin work-
ing on the field right from the day rains
started in the State. He has been wad-
ing through water in various areas and
supervising measures to alleviate the suf-
ferings of the people in distress, includ-
ing feeding them and giving instructions
to the officers for further action. His
presence is definitely a moral support to
the people who are affected by the flood
and an encouragement to all  those
engaged in public service.

At this juncture, it is unfortunate that
instead of extending their support to the
Government to tide over the precarious
situation, the Opposition leaders have
been indulging in mud-slinging and
accusing the ruling dispensation of
their failure in solving other unimpor-
tant issues which can definitely wait. It
is an irony that the AIADMK — which
has ruled the State for the last 10 years
and is the major contributor to the suf-
fering of the people — is trying to place
the entire blame on the ruling DMK.
CM Stalin has asserted that funds allo-
cated for related works have been swin-
dled by the AIADMK and that was the
real reason for the State.

Tharcius S Fernand | Chennai
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Sir — It is welcoming that India began
a new chapter by initiating the Afghan
Dialogue with eight like minded nations.
Though the timing is a little late, India's
move to concentrate on uncertain situ-
ations in Afghanistan is welcoming.
India did Delhi Dialogue with regional
partners of Central Asia so as to send a
message out to the whole world that
India is still a reliable friend and strate-
gic partner to its troubled friend
Afghanistan. However, it is regrettable
that for some countries geopolitical
rivalry still comes before the discussion
of Afghanistan’s future. 

The way Pakistan and China skipped
the dialogue and vowed to initiate their
own version of dialogue shows their nar-
row mindness. That can't stand a dia-

logue on Afghanistan being led by
India. Pakistan specifically wanted to
lead such a dialogue, claiming that a
Muslim nation should lead Afghanistan.
It is very selfish of Pakistan. Meanwhile
China is supporting such irrational
agendas of Pakistan. This clearly indi-
cates that China, too, can't stand inter-
national developments like the AUKUS,
QUAD, Malabar Exercise, etc.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Sir — In the last few years, tragic fire
accidents in hospitals in various parts of
the country have shaken the citizens of
this country and has further highlight-
ed serious lapses in the enforcement of
fire safety norms by authorities. It is
heart-wrenching to imagine how these
innocent patients, some of whom can-
not even run for safety due to their
health conditions, are burnt alive as fire
engulfs them in such accidents. The
Government authorities seem lax about

enforcing fire safety guidelines. This is
all due to carelessness, poor supervision,
insufficient staff and lack of dedication
on duty. 

As part of a larger emergency
response mechanism, with the growth
of cities, we should further modernise
and expand fire- force to meet the needs
of growing Indian cities which need
modern and well-equipped fire forces.
India has had a history of such deadly
fire incidents, hence these must be
made an opportunity to create an inde-
pendent fire safety monitoring agency
at the Central and State level, to carry
out the safety audit of such places and
streamline safety procedures for these
facilities. This Monitoring agency should
frequently visit these hospitals to see
whether fire safety guidelines are being
properly followed.

Ramesh G Jethwani | Bengaluru
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It has been five long years
since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
on November 8, 2016, that

the 500 and 1000 notes would
not be legal tender from mid-
night. The brief telecast made a
paradigm shift in the life of
every Indian. Chaos and confu-
sion followed the announce-
ment. Long serpentine queues
were seen outside of banks to
change the notes. It was the
moment of truth for India. More
than 70 people lost their lives to
exchange their notes.

We were told it was an
attempt to dig out the black
money from the system and
stop terror funding. The other
benefits enumerated included
weeding out counterfeits and
digitising the economy. Five
years have gone by. Let's assess if
the cherished goals have been
achieved, as the Government is
reluctant to do so. Was it at all a
masterstroke? Was it a surgical
strike on the black money or a
strike on the Indian economy?

Demonetisation did away
almost 95 per cent of the curren-
cy on a four-hour notice. It was
chaotic with the Government
changing the goal post every sec-
ond day.

After some time Prime
Minister Modi declared that he
was no economist and that he
had never claimed to be one but
his intentions were good. In the
same fashion, I can say that I
don’t hold a degree in econom-
ics but my intentions of revisit-
ing the demonetisation are good.
I approach demonetisation as a
commoner. I saw and endured
the months of upheaval that fol-
lowed demonetisation.

I as any other countryman
can vouch for one fact that black
money or the unaccounted
money is still there in the system.
During the exchange period,
some people made a killing by
facilitating the exchange. For a
fraction of the cost, the black
became the new white.
Innovative ideas to exchange
the old notes were flying all over.
You could do it by buying gold,
booking railway tickets, buying
petrol and so on. But common
men saw their marriages broken,
jobs lost, cottage business shut
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Controlling tuberculosis is
a disconcerting chal-
lenge for India. The

decades' old unrestrained
transmission of the disease
has impacted millions of
Indians leaving them with
latent TB infection.  A signifi-
cant number of people being
undernourished weakens their
immunity making them prone
to TB reactivation.The densi-
ty of the growing urban infra-
structure has facilitated in
quick transmission of TB
across all economic spheres.

India has undertaken
activities to control TB for
more than half a century, still,
TB has been the country's
most severe health condition.
Nearly, 480,000 TB-related
deaths happen every year and
over 1400 every day. In addi-
tion to this, around one million

cases are undetected or inad-
equately diagnosed in India. 

These tragic losses occur
due to the existing poverty, lack
of infrastructure and equip-
ment and less knowledge.
Fortunately, India is in a better
position to deal with
Tuberculosis now. The recent
interventions and technologi-
cal advancements for TB diag-
nosis have been effective in
providing appropriate and
timely treatment.

The National Strategy Plan
2017-2025 for TB elimination
has obtained remarkable goals
in strengthening the pro-
gramme structure, support
systems and implementation
surroundings for controlling
TB. This comprises compulso-
ry notification of all TB cases,
aligning the programme with
public health services and

National Health Mission, one-
stop service for TB-HIV cases,
tactical drug-resistant TB man-
agement and revaluation of
partnership guidelines.

As per the India TB report
2021 published by the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare,
NTEP (National Tuberculosis
Elimination Programme) iden-
tified more than 4,11,000
patients. With these steps and
measures NTEP almost cov-
ered the gap of enrolment of
TB treatment. Notifications
were sent to 18, 05,670 patients
around that time, which is 11

per cent more than the antic-
ipated numbers.

Early diagnosis of people
possessing a high probability of
having presumptive TB is an
essential part of the case iden-
tification strategy. Patients with
presumptive TB would be
proactively identified and
referred to the nearby diagnos-
tic facility for suitable investi-
gation. Patients attending both
the private and the public sec-
tor institutions need to be
periodically tested for TB
symptoms by the healthcare
facilitators. Passive case detec-
tion alone results in missed
cases and late diagnoses.
Enhanced medical outreach for
detecting more TB cases are
elementary for universal access. 

TB screening has to be
undertaken at all the points of
contact with healthcare person-

nel among the key population,
which include the socially and
clinically vulnerable and
deprived people. New diagnos-
tics approved by WHO can be
used in high burden resource
settings like India. 

RNTCP gained location-
wise coverage in March 2006
and since then, case notifica-
tion rates have increased up to
the time where it remained sta-
tionary. The notification rates
have decreased in many parts
of India despite growing efforts
examining symptomatic
patients in the public sector.
Steps for ascertaining TB noti-
fication from private medical
centres have contributed to
increasing the overall notifica-
tion, but it's still incremental
only. 

Prevalent surveys suggest-
ed that not all people with chest

symptoms seek care and treat-
ment and many do not pay
attention to them. This proves
that the health services' pro-
gramme needs to draw special
attention to create awareness
about how to identify symp-
toms and seek treatment.

Active case finding (ACF)
is one way to do the above
mentioned. ACF is a provider-
initiative with the main objec-
tive of early detection of cases
by actively finding targeted
segments and to begin prompt
treatment. It must be noted that
'screening' is a vigorous proce-
dure and prioritizing the
approach of screening, vulner-
able groups and screening
interval will have a regular
assessment done by the pro-
gramme. While there is a clear
definition of vulnerable target
groups for other national pro-

grammes, TB is no exception.
Moreover, while the pro-
gramme is capable of increase
examining symptomatic
patients by 50-60 per cent; it
will result in added case find-
ing substantially.

Analysing the social, eco-
nomic, and political context of
the operation of the TB pro-
gramme has highlighted the
insight and need to rapidly
respond to the issues to address
the unavoidable TB epidemic.

The consistent shortage of
resources, indifferent private
sector and a weak public health
system add to the pre-existing
challenges in Indian’s medical
infrastructure. Nevertheless,
the research has shown that the
NSP has huge underlying
strengths, and they could be
utilised for making an everlast-
ing epidemiological impact.
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There is a high concentration of
greenhouse gas emissions in towns
and cities where the populations are
dense and per capita electricity con-

sumption is high. It is therefore necessary
for every town and city to have an urban
forest. Urban forest refers to planting trees
in densely populated areas, like parks, street-
ways, and private properties. 

Like any other forest, it captures and
stores atmospheric carbon dioxide during
photosynthesis to help mitigate climate
change.It is also crucial to properly man-
age and log natural forest patches and pro-
tect them from construction and other
development activities in order to maintain
their carbon sink capabilities.

The implications of global warming,
including sea-level rise, temperature
changes, precipitation change and more fre-
quent extreme weather events, made it cru-
cial to examine greenhouse costs. Thus, the
work by William Nordhaus (an American
economist) such as the DICE (Dynamic
Integrated model of Climate and the
Economy), FUND (Regional Integrated
model of Climate and the Economy) &
PAGE (Policy Analysis of Greenhouse
Effect) [which are a part of Integrated
Assessment Models (IAM)] are used to esti-
mate the social cost of carbon which is the
present value of the net future harms caused
by an additional ton of emissions in a par-
ticular year. The IAM model is a quantita-
tive model that describes how the econo-
my and the climate are interwoven world-
wide. 

He also suggested that governments
around the world should impose a carbon
tax in order to combat negative externali-
ties caused by greenhouse gas emissions.
Furthermore, a carbon tax would provide
additional revenue to the federal govern-
ment that could be used to conserve and
develop forests, thereby reducing the
unequal impact of climate change on the
affluent and the poor. The model concludes
that attempts should be made to reduce
emissions, even at economic cost.  

Tropical forests are home to many
unique species of animals and plants as well
as provide food, medicine, and clean
drinking water to the people. They regulate
regional rainfall and prevent droughts and
floods in the region. Thus, their protection
from deforestation and degradation is crit-
ical not only to reduce emissions, but also
to conserve biodiversity and support sus-
tainable development. 

Spatial fragmentation affects mating
patterns, gene flow and pollen dispersion
within plant populations that are essential
to maintaining genetic diversity. Presently,
degradation and fragmentation of habitats
are the leading causes of biodiversity loss
in terrestrial ecosystems. Therefore, the peo-
ple who rely on these resources are likely
to suffer the most.

In the coming years, climate change will
cause major ecological and economic dis-
asters in coastal cities, where mangroves and
water bodies are rapidly disappearing.
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Mangrove vegetation will become
uninhabitable if it is not aggressive-
ly protected now. Furthermore,
waves, storms, and cyclones will like-
ly make coastal areas inhospitable.  

Himalayan range forests provide
vital protection and are the most vul-
nerable to climate change. A large
variety of medicinal plants grow in
the sub alpine and alpine regions of
the western Himalayas due to their
diverse topography and climate.
Medical plants play a crucial role in
health care. Millions of people make
a living as traditional healers or col-
lectors or vendors of these plants. It
is possible that climate change could
have harmful effects on medicinal
plants, such as a decrease in avail-
ability and species extinction. 

In 2009, State Governments
and Union Territories were asked to
assess their climate vulnerability
and devise state action plans to com-
bat climate change. This is the first
time the SAPCCs has facilitated dis-
cussions on state-specific climate
change solutions. One of the major
goals of SAPCC (State Action Plan
on Climate Change) is to protect the
State from the adverse effects of cli-
mate change and improve its ecolog-
ical sustainability. 

Most coastal states have devel-
oped climate change action plans,
which are under the purview of the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC).
However, there are no clear guide-
lines on how states should coordi-
nate their strategies. In addition, it
is less clear how the MoEFCC is
going to steer independent min-
istries towards a common climate-
change mandate.

At the UN Climate Change
Conference (COP21) in Paris, a
breakthrough was achieved in the
fight against climate change and its
negative effects. As part of the

agreement, all (192) countries have
committed to reduce emissions and
work together to adapt climate
change. In addition, countries were
urged to strengthen their commit-
ments over time. The countries
agreed to outline publicly what cli-
mate protection measures they
intend to take in their Intended
Nationally Determined
Contributions (INDCs). The INDC
provided India with a unique oppor-
tunity to strengthen its institution-
al capacity for climate change strate-
gies, particularly in relation to devel-
opment issues.But the INDC doc-
uments are merely a collection of
domestic policies with the exception
of the forest pledge and is also lim-
ited to ongoing actions rather than
coming up with new initiatives.
There is little evidence to suggest that
the NDC has made any additional
contribution to the development and
improvement in a national climate
policy. However, the process of its
formation demonstrated a deliber-
ate attempt at inter-ministerial coor-
dination. MoEFCC initiated inten-
sive consultations with various min-
istries, departments, state authorities
and inter-ministerial committees
were constituted to prepare sector-
specific background materials.
Research organizations and think
tanks were also consulted for input
on modelling studies.

The question arises, what can be
done at grassroots level to make
trees, forests, and biodiversity more
resilient and more adaptable to the
impending climate crisis? Climate
change and other environmental
challenges have made it crucial to
understand how we can build
resilience in society, nature and
interconnected socio-ecological sys-
tems. 

It is imperative that not only
politicians and bureaucrats, but all

groups of citizens are enlightened
enough to take action and put pres-
sure on the decision makers to
respect the forest for its ecological
services in the context of climate
change in India. 

Climate change will have a last-
ing impact on the way we produce,
transport, build, and think about
forests. Therefore massive efforts are
required to promote research in
engineering, agriculture, architec-
ture, transportation, and health ser-
vices, as pollution is one of the main
causes of most illnesses in India. 

To keep the environment
healthy, India needs more resilient
plan driven by communities.
Furthermore, to protect communi-
ties, we need to develop ecological
& reliable technical solutions.
Different methods are required to
achieve carbon-free agriculture,
architecture, transport, production,
and consumption, etc.

It is important to include
'Conservation of Forest' in early
childhood education so that the chil-
dren become more conscious of
their actions from a young age.
Empathy towards environment and
all living creatures is an important
value that schools need to inculcate
in children. Broad brush approach
needs to be refined in order to make
curriculum more interesting for
students of diverse streams.

Climate change has global impli-
cations and nations must take coor-
dinated action to reduce emissions
and adapt to climate change.
Diplomats from developed countries
such as the United States, Germany,
Netherlands, Japan and other EU
countries should prioritize fostering
international cooperation to trans-
fer technologies and funds for
research, education, forest conserva-
tion and development of forest
resources.

(The writer is a former
Indian Forest Service offi-
cer. The views expressed

are personal.)
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Wellington: Chinese President
Xi Jinping warned on Thursday
against letting tensions in the
Asia-Pacific region cause a
relapse into a Cold War men-
tality.

His remarks on the side-
lines of the annual summit of
the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum came
weeks after the U.S., Britain and
Australia announced a new
security alliance in the region
which would see Australia
build nuclear submarines.
China has harshly criticized the
deal. And in a separate illus-
tration of strains within APEC,
one Southeast Asian delegate
told The Associated Press that
the group had so far failed to
reach agreement on a U.S. bid
to host the 2023 summit due to
unmet demands from Russia.

Xi spoke in a pre-recorded

video to a CEO Summit at
APEC, which is being hosted
by New Zealand in a virtual
format. Xi is scheduled to par-
ticipate in an online meeting
with other Pacific Rim leaders
including U.S. President Joe
Biden on Saturday.

In his speech, Xi said
attempts to draw boundaries in
the region along ideological or
geopolitical lines would fail. His
reference to the Cold War
echoes Beijing’s oft-stated posi-
tion that the U.S. should aban-
don that way of thinking in
dealing with China.

The Asia-Pacific region
cannot and should not relapse
into the confrontation and
division of the Cold War era, Xi
said.

Xi also said the region
should make sure to keep sup-
ply lines functioning and to

continue liberalizing trade and
investment.

China will remain firm in
advancing reform and opening
up so as to add impetus to eco-
nomic development, he said.

The most pressing task in
the region is to make an all-out
effort to fight the pandemic and
to emerge from its shadow as
soon as possible, he said.

Meanwhile, the Southeast
Asian delegate, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity
because they weren’t authorized
to publicly discuss the issue,
said Russia had refused to sup-
port the U.S. bid unless some
of its diplomats were removed
from a U.S. blacklist or allowed
to enter the U.S. to participate
in the APEC meetings.

The delegate said the U.S.
is unlikely to agree to Russia’s
demands because issues involv-

ing America’s security are con-
sidered non-negotiable. The
delegate added that China had
stayed silent on the U.S. offer.

If the 21 APEC leaders fail
to reach a consensus on the U.S.
bid by Friday, the delegate
said, a paragraph in a draft of
the summit communique wel-
coming the U.S. offer would
have to be deleted.

New Zealand’s Foreign
Minister Nanaia Mahuta said
earlier this week that APEC was
founded on consensus and that
there was not yet a confirmed
host for 2023.

Human rights lawyer Amal
Clooney also spoke at the CEO
summit, saying she believed
that liberal democracies could
improve global human rights
by pressuring autocratic
nations. AP
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province Government on
Thursday removed the name of
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP) chief Saad Hussain Rizvi
from the terrorism list, suc-
cumbing to pressure from the
radical Islamist party which
was involved in deadly clashes
with the police.

The Government, howev-
er, didn’t clarify whether it
will pursue a number of cases
registered against Rizvi in
which he was booked for ter-
rorism charges.

According to a notification
issued by the provincial
Government, Rizvi’s name has
been removed from the Fourth
Schedule, a list of proscribed
individuals who are suspected
of terrorism or sectarianism
under the Anti-Terrorism Act
(ATA) 1997.

Rizvi, who was arrested on
April 12 ahead of planned

protests by the TLP, has been
languishing at Kot Lakhpat jail
under terrorism charges.

His name was placed on
the Fourth Schedule shortly
after, on April 16.

A source in the Punjab
government told PTI that Rizvi
is facing over 100 FIRs under
terrorism and murder, attempt-
ed murder and other cases.

The decision to remove
Rizvi’s name from the terrorism
list comes days after the Imran
Khan government entered into
a ‘secret agreement’ with the
TLP.

The federal Government
has already lifted the ban on the
TLP, citing in the larger nation-
al interest.

Early this week, tens of
thousands of TLP workers
ended their over a week-long
sit-in at Wazirabad, some
150kms from Lahore, they
were holding to press the gov-

ernment to expel the French
ambassador over blasphemous
sketches of Prophet
Muhammad, release of its chief
Saad Hussain Rizvi and revoke
the group’s proscribed status.

It is expected that Rizvi will
be freed from jail soon.

However, the source said
that the expulsion of the French
envoy does not figure in secret
agreement between the gov-
ernment and the TLP.

The government has also
set free over 1,200 TLP work-
ers so far arrested during the
clashes with the police in
Lahore and on way to
Wazirabad, in which 11
Islamists and eight policemen
lost their lives.

The TLP had launched
protests on October 18 from
Lahore and announced to
march to Islamabad to force the
Government to accept its
demands. PTI
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BEIJING: Leaders of China’s
ruling Communist Party on
Thursday set the stage for
President Xi Jinping to extend
his rule next year, praising his
role in the country’s rise as an
economic and strategic power

and approving a political his-
tory that gives him status
alongside the most important
party figures.

Central Committee mem-
bers declared Xi’s ideology the
“essence of Chinese culture” as

they wrapped up a leadership
meeting. In unusually effusive
language even for a Chinese
leader, a party statement said it
was “of decisive significance”
for “the great rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation.”

Xi, who has amassed more
personal authority than any
leader since at least Deng
Xiaoping in the 1980s, has
widely been expected to pursue
a third five-year term as party
general secretary. That would
break with a two-decade-old
party tradition that would
require the 68-year-old leader
to step down next year.

The party leadership’s res-
olution on its history is only the
third since its founding 100
years ago, following one under
Mao Zedong, the first leader of
the Communist government,
and another under Deng. AP
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WASHINGTON: President Joe
Biden, whose son Beau was an
Iraq war veteran, is using his
first Veterans Day in office to
announce an effort to better
understand, treat and identify
medical conditions suffered by
troops deployed to toxic envi-
ronments.

It centers on lung problems
suffered by troops who breathe
in toxins and the potential
connection between rare res-
piratory cancers and time spent
overseas breathing poor air,
according to senior White
House officials. Federal officials
plan to start by examining
lung and breathing problems
but said they will expand the
effort as science identifies
potential new connections.

Biden planned to travel to
Arlington National Cemetery
in Virginia on Thursday to par-

ticipate in a wreath-laying cer-
emony and deliver remarks.

The new federal effort is
also designed to make it easi-
er for veterans to make claims
based on their symptoms, to
collect more data from troops
who are suffering and to give
veterans more time to make
medical claims after symp-
toms such as asthma and sinus
problems develop.

“We’re discovering there is
a whole host of lung conditions
related to deployment,” said Dr.
Richard Meehan, an immu-
nologist and rheumatologist.
The retired U.S. Naval Reserve
officer, who served in the
Mideast during the 1990s and
again in 2008, is co-director of
the Denver-based National
Jewish Hospital Center for
Excellence on Deployment-
Related Lung Disease. AP
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London: India has highlighted
the need to focus on the emis-
sions related to two and three
wheelers alongside other vehi-
cles as part of a zero emissions
target at the COP26 summit in
Glasgow.

Under the Emerging
Markets and Developing
Economies section of the
COP26 declaration on accel-
erating the transition to 100 per
cent zero emission cars and
vans’ released on Wednesday,
India flagged the importance of
focussing on all kinds of vehi-
cles on the road to cleaner
transport.

NITI Aayog, on behalf of
the government of India,
extended its support to the
non-binding COP26 declara-
tion, focused on a global-level
acceleration of transition to
zero-emission vehicles.

Two-wheelers and three-
wheelers constitute more than
70 per cent of global sales and
more than 80 per cent in India.
All governments should also
support the transition of these
light vehicles to zero emission
vehicles, notes India’s inputs on
the declaration.

PTI
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COPENHAGEN: Sweden has
charged two executives of a
Swedish oil exploration and
production company for com-
plicity in the military’s war
crimes in Sudan from 1999 to
2003, including in its dealings
with the country’s regime to
secure the company’s oil oper-
ations in the African nation.

The two, who were not
identified by the Swedish
Prosecution Authority, had “a
decisive influence” on the busi-
ness of Stockholm-based
Lundin Oil AB in Sudan, the
prosecutors said, adding one
was indicted for complicity for
the period May 1999-March
2003, and the other for the
period October 2000-March
2003. Lundin Oil later became
Lundin Petroleum and is now
known as Lundin Energy.

From 1983 to 2005, Sudan
was torn apart by a civil war
between the Muslim-dominat-
ed north and Christian south.
A separate conflict in Darfur,
the war-scarred region of west-
ern Sudan, began in 2003.
Thousands of people were
killed and nearly 200,000 dis-
placed. AP

Seoul: Senior US and South
Korean diplomats discussed
how to restart stalled talks
with North Korea on Thursday,
days after the North conduct-
ed artillery firing drills in its lat-
est weapons tests.

US Assistant Secretary of
State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink was
in Seoul for talks on security
issues including North Korea,
economic cooperation and
other matters.

Kritenbrink and his South
Korean counterpart Yeo Seung-
bae agreed on the importance
of pursuing stability on the
Korean Peninsula.

The two discussed ways to
resume the talks with North
Korea as quickly as possible, the
South Korean Foreign Ministry
said in a statement.

The US Embassy in Seoul
tweeted that the two spoke
about “how our Alliance can
continue to promote the rules-
based international order in the
Indo-Pacific & beyond.”
Since September, North Korea
has conducted a spate of mis-
sile and other weapons tests,
including the artillery drills last
Saturday.

Some experts say North
Korea aims to pressure the US
and South Korea to recognise
it as a nuclear state in the hope
they will work to ease interna-
tional sanctions on the North.

Nuclear diplomacy
between Washington and
Pyongyang largely remains
stalled since early 2019.

Kritenbrink separately met
with South Korean officials
and discussed economic rela-
tionships and partnerships . AP
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Mumbai:Key stock market
indices Sensex and Nifty
declined for a third straight day
on Thursday due to heavy sell-
ing in banking, financials and
infra stocks following global
inflationary concerns and for-
eign fund outflows.

The equity benchmark
Sensex tumbled by 433.13

points or 0.72 per cent to close
at 59,919.69 points as 24 of its
scrips declined. 

The index had opened
lower and later touched a day’s
low of 59,656.26 points as
banking giants SBI and ICICI
Bank and HDFC took a beat-
ing.

PTI
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Indian economy is expected
to grow by more than 10 per

cent in the current fiscal sup-
ported by a record kharif crop
and bright rabi prospects, Niti
Aayog Vice-Chairman Rajiv
Kumar has said.

Kumar, however, cau-
tioned that inflation is emerg-
ing as a key risk to sustainable
global economic recovery  with
supply chain constraints and
rising energy prices. 

“We expect India’s real
GDP growth in FY22 to exceed
10 per cent supported by a
record kharif crop and bright
rabi prospects. This will boost
rural demand and spur the

revival in the manufacturing
sector with improving capaci-
ty utilisation,” he wrote in Niti
Aayog’s newsletter ‘arthNITI’.

According to Kumar, sig-
nificant increase in exports
will also boost economic
growth and employment gen-
eration.    “Gradual pickup in
contact-intensive services sec-
tor is further likely to support
the growth momentum. India
achieved the landmark mile-
stone of administering 1 billion
Covid-19 vaccine doses on 21
October, he said.  The Niti
Aayog Vice-Chairman also
noted that the rapid vaccina-
tion drive across the country
will ensure that the risk of
future wave is minimised.
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The auction for the 5G spec-
trum is likely to take place

around April-May next year,
Communications Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said on
Thursday.

While relief measures
announced in September this
year for telecom operators
marked the first set of reforms,
the government will bring out
a series of further reforms and
“telecom regulatory structure
should change in coming 2-3
years”, Vaishnaw said.

Speaking at the ‘Times
Now Summit 2021’, the minis-
ter said India’s telecom sector
regulation has to be bench-
marked with the global best,
and added that “so, we will
come with a series of reforms
in this, such that the global
benchmark of regulations is
achieved in India”.On the time-
line for 5G auctions, Vaishnaw
noted that the Telecom

Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai), which looks at the struc-
ture of auctions, is undergoing
consultations on the matter. 

“I think they will submit
their report by February-mid is
what we are thinking, maybe
February-end, maximum to
maximum March. Immediately
after that, we will have the auc-
tions,” he said.

The comment assumes
significance as the Department
of Telecommunications (DoT)
was earlier hopeful of holding
5G auctions by the end of the
current fiscal.

Giving a specific timeline
for the upcoming auction will
be difficult at this stage since
much depends on the time Trai
will take to finalise its views, the
minister added. “But, today,
our estimate is by April-May. I
was earlier estimating March.
But, I think it will
take...Because consultations are
complex, diverse opinions are
coming...,” he said.
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India’s GDP will rise by USD
406 billion by 2050 and more

than 43 million jobs will be cre-
ated, as the Asia’s third-largest
economy leaps towards a net-
zero target, according to a
report by Observer Research
Foundation (ORF).

At the 2021 Climate
Change Conference, also
known as COP26, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi out-
lined a net-zero emissions tar-
get by 2070 for India. Also,
India is targeting to increase its
low-carbon power capacity to
500 gigawatts (GW) by 2030,
and meet 50 per cent of its
energy requirements from
renewable energy by 2030.

“India’s net-zero carbon
emissions target of 2070 is
momentous and praisewor-
thy, but highly ambitious to say
the least,” an ORF statement
said.

Structural changes and
accelerants required to steer
this transformation while bal-
ancing the twin goals of sus-
tainability and development
are detailed in the report
‘Shaping Our Green Future:
Pathways and Policies for a
Net-Zero Transformation’.

The report, ORF said, is a
compendium of essays that
offers possible solutions to sev-
eral pressing questions and
aims to provide a roadmap for
India’s transition to a decar-
bonised and green economy.

“The net-zero pathway
will require committing to a
legally binding net-zero target
by a fixed year,” said Jayant
Sinha, Chairperson of the
Standing Committee on
Finance, in the report.

A legally binding net-zero
target and supportive govern-
ment policies can lead to mas-
sive investments in green tech-
nologies and equipment.
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The states will forego around
�44,000 crore of tax rev-

enue after they reduced VAT on
petrol and diesel in the
reminder of the fiscal but high-
er central tax devolution of
�60,000 crore will offset the
losses, according to a report.

After months of calls for
lowering the taxes on the fuels,
the Centre on November 4 cut
excise duty on diesel by Rs 10
a litre and by �5 on petrol.
Following this, as many as 25
states and Union territories
have lowered value-added tax
(VAT) on these fuels.

The FY22 revenue loss of
the states from tax cut is

around �44,000 crore, of which
�35,000 crore is by way of lower
VAT and the rest indirectly,
Aditi Nayar, chief economist at
rating agency ICRA, told
reporters on Thursday.

But, the states are not actu-
ally losing money as they are
getting �60,000 crore of addi-
tional revenue from the Centre
as part of the higher-than-
budgeted tax devolution, she
said.

While the Central excise
reduction leads to no direct
revenue loss to the states, the
reduction of VAT, which is
levied on an ad valorem basis,
the excise cut will lower their
VAT inflows by �9,000 crore,
Nayar said.
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The Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya

Scindia on Thursday launched
the e-governance for Civil
Aviation (e-GCA) online plat-
form through which the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation will provide 298 ser-
vices including pilot licensing
and medical examination. The
online platform will provide
services to various DGCA
stakeholders such as Pilots,
Aircraft Maintenance
Engineers, Air Traffic
Controllers, Air Operators,
Airport Operators, Flying
Training Organisations,
Maintenance and Design orga-
nizations, among others.

The launch of the e-GCA

project under DGCA was part
of the Minister’s 100-day plan
for the aviation sector. The por-
tal was developed by Tata
Consultancy Services.

“Two hundred and nine-
ty-eight services have been
moved to the e-GCA platform
- 99 in the first two phases and
198 in the next two phases. The
first 99 cover about 70-75 per
cent of what DGCA does
including pilot licensing, med-
ical examinations, permission
to flying training organisa-
tions and connecting regional
offices to the headquarters,” he
stated.

The next two phases cover
the remaining 30 per cent ser-
vices of the DGCA, he said in
his speech after launching the
online platform ‘e-GCA’ here.

“And through this transforma-
tion (DGCA to e-GCA), we
have achieved a number of
objectives of becoming a single
window online service plat-
form, eliminating procedural
inefficiencies and automating
regulatory reporting,” he noted.

On pilot licensing through
the e-GCA platform, Scindia
said, “In India, we have close to
17,860 CPLs (commercial pilot
licenses). Add to that, there are
almost 1500 helicopter pilot
licenses. There are close to
another 10,000 PPLs (private
pilot licenses). So you are look-
ing at a universe of almost
30,000 pilots”.

The medical examination
of pilots used to be a very cum-
bersome process in the old sys-
tem, he noted. 

����� ;.<��.=�2

McAfee Enterprise and
FireEye on Thursday

released Cybercrime in a
Pandemic World: The Impact
of Covid-19 findings, revealing
the imminent need for organ-
isations to prioritise and
strengthen their cybersecurity
architecture. 

The findings brought to
light that during the past 18
months, 81 per cent of global
organisations experienced
increased cyber threats, with 77
per cent of the organisations in
India experiencing downtime
due to a cyber incident during
a peak festive season. 
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Back-to-school anxiety is a
common concern. Many

kids experience stress going to
school after enjoying their sum-
mer or winter vacations, while
some become anxious when
they go to a new school for the
first time. Now after a long
Covid break where students
spent months out of the tradi-
tional classroom and studied
online at home, going back to
school might feel scary.  

As schools prepare to
reopen their doors, many chil-
dren find it difficult to cope with
this decision. Children are
uniquely impacted during the
pandemic. They have stayed at
home with their parents and
might have been affected due to
poor health, economic and
social consequences. The pan-
demic has taken a toll on human
health and some might have
experienced the loss of loved
ones. On the other hand, wor-
rying about wearing masks and
being unvaccinated can make
children more nervous about
joining back. 

How to identify your child
is anxious?

While the stress of return-
ing to school is common in chil-
dren, it is also important to
address it. Being a parent or a
guardian, one needs to identify
the signs of anxiety in children
and help overcome them. When
a child is anxious, the majority
of the time he/she will never
express it in words. Instead, one
needs to look for clues and
observe changes in their behav-
iour. 

Children who experience
anxiety or feel nervous may
appear more clingy than nor-
mal. This behaviour is one of the
most visible signs that can be less
present in older children but
commonly seen in primary-
school-aged children. Apart
from this, children become rest-
less and they can be seen facing
difficulty concentrating. The
changes in their eating and
sleeping patterns can be seen
and their complaints about
stomach ache, upset stomach
and indigestion increase.  

Identifying anxiety in chil-
dren is also crucial for parents.
Untreated or unaddressed anx-
iety can increase the risk of poor
concentration in children. This
affects their performance, rela-
tionship with friends and teach-
ers that might lead to other seri-
ous consequences. 

Ways to deal with anxiety
The most effective way to

overcoming anxiety is to make
your child speak about what’s
troubling them. Without judg-
ing their point of view or feel-
ings, listen to their concern
that will make them feel better.
Here are a few useful tips to deal
with back-to-school anxiety:

�Make things familiar
Children become anxious

when they enter into a complete
strange or unfamiliar environ-
ment. Thus, as the school
approaches, try to make your

child familiar with the environ-
ment they might experience on
the first day of their school. Not
being comfortable about their
school environment can make
them nervous and develop anx-
iety. It is better to tell them about
new guidelines, rules and safe-
ty measures taken by the school
to give them time to prepare for
things that will be new for
them. 

�Assure they are not alone
Spread positivity around

the child and make them under-
stand they will not be alone in
following stringent safety rules.
Other students and their friends
will also be a part of the new
environment and teachers will
always be there to make them
comfortable. Remind them of
the time they spent in school in
the pre-Covid era, enjoying
their favourite activity with their
loving friends and teachers. A
feeling of reconnecting might
help in easing their anxiety. 

�Be present for them in need
Transitioning from home to

school after a long break can be
extremely difficult for children.
Make an effort to be there with
them at least in the initial days
of school. Offer your support
and provide counselling before
they re-join. After coming back,
give them time and listen to how
their day went to make sure your
child expresses his/her feelings
and concerns.   

�Promote healthy living
The best way to address and

combat anxiety in children is by
making them indulge in healthy
habits. Observe their eating and
sleeping habits and make
improvements in their schedule.
A child needs to eat a balanced
diet, sleep properly and develop
physical exercise habits to make
sure their brain functions prop-
erly. Healthy living can also
boost their mood, release happy
hormones and help with better
concentration. 

�Know when to seek outside
help

If anxiety in children per-
sists for a longer period even
after trying your best, it's time
to get serious about it. Seek addi-
tional help — talk to your child’s
teacher or counsellor to make
them feel relaxed. The phase of
anxiety is temporary and a
counsellor can play a critical role
in easing anxiety in children.   

Summing up
The key to overcoming anx-

iety in children is to address it
on time. Be present for your
child always. Understand what
they are going through which
might be a challenging situation
for them. Spreading positivity
through your words and extend-
ing unconditional support can
help the child manage their
stress and anxiety with much
more ease. 

(The author is MBBS, MD
in Paediatrics and consultant
at Apollo Cradle & Children’s

Hospital, Amritsar.) 

For ages, we have been hearing that
essential oils have always been

used in beauty rituals helping to give
the best and all-natural results to your
skin. Keeping that in mind, face oils
continue to have their growing pop-
ularity for those looking for all-nat-
ural skin type glow.

From having oily skin to dry or
sensitive skin, using oils daily can
surely help you have a beautiful and
ever-glowing skin.

Below is the list of effective oils
good for  particular skin types:

�Oily skin
Jojoba oil 
Jojoba oil regulates sebum, it

helps to trick your skin that there is
enough oil and sebum present so it
doesn't need additional oil to be pro-
tected and hydrated by. 

The oil is good and beneficial for
ones with oily skin, helping them to
remove their makeup at ease.

You can even apply overnight
which will directly help you reduce the
secretion of oil from your pores giv-
ing you, as a result, glowing skin.

Grapeseed oil
Using grapeseed oil is beneficial

due to the oil being high in linoleic acid
as this acid helps to reduce clogged
pores which, in turn, naturally helps
reduce the natural oily content.

The oil is good in treating oily or
acne-prone skin as it has omega-6 fatty
acid which can be used as a skin bar-
rier, reducing the water loss from the

skin, and fighting acne. 
Helps in hydrating as it contains

vitamin C and vitamin E, which
ensures that your skin appears tighter
and more youthful.

�Dry skin
Almond oil
This oil has been used for ages in

treating dry skin conditions including
facial eczema.

Almond oil is a good option if you
have rashes on your skin or any
infections on your face, the oil works
beautifully on it.

Dry skin gets dehydrated more
often which gives you a dull and tired
look, applying almond oil on your face
regularly will revitalize and rejuvenate
your skin making it look hydrated and
brighter.

Marula oil
Marula oil is a wonderful mois-

turizer very lightweight that pene-
trates so easily in your skin proving
it to be an effective moisturizer for dry
and aging skin.

It is especially ideal for ultra-dry
and chapped skin as it has amazing
healing properties that enhance your
skin firmness making it smoother and
soft

�Acne-prone skin
Pomegranate oil

Pomegranate oil contains natur-
al antimicrobials Vitamin C which
helps fight against bacteria and fun-
gus treating from acnes 

If you are annoyed because of
your acne-prone skin, Pomegranate
oil seed oil will offer salvation and
solutions as it contains antimicrobial
and anti-inflammatory properties. 

If this oil is mixed with your sun-
screen, it levels up the game giving a
daily boost to your sun protection,
adding an edge to SPF.

Rosehip oil
This oil is commonly used for

solving acne problems due to the
abundance of vitamins, antioxidants
and essential fatty acids.

Rosehip oil contains fatty acids
which helps to not only have mois-
ture in your skin but even locks the
moisture so that the skin retains it for
longer.

It is rich in Vitamin A and has the
potential to fight against age spots and
do wonders in your daily skincare by
treating wrinkles and acne prone skin.

�Normal skin
Argan oil
The argan oil contains the anti-

sebum-effects which control the oili-
ness in the skin and gives a smoother

and calmer complexion, This oil
works perfectly for both dry and oily
skin.

The oil gives a subtle, glowy look
if applied regularly. 

It is an all-natural skin healer that
plumps fine lines, wrinkles and fights
against sun and pollution damage.

Retinol oil
It stimulates skin cell turnover,

which manifests an “exfoliating effect”
making your skin brighter and more-
toned skin with an increased level of
elastin.

The oil improves the texture,
pumping your normal and healthy
skin more smoothly.

�Sensitive skin
Moringa oil
If you have sensitive skin and

have to think a thousand times about
what to apply on your skin, moringa
oil can be your best partner as it's the
best to be used as a moisturizer and
beneficial for delicate skin.

Sensitive skin gets easily affected
by pollution so if one applies moringa
oil it protects and works as a skin bar-
rier to let pollutants penetrate your
skin.

Be it your dry skin or oily skin,
the moringa oil helps in nourishing
and cleansing 

Aloe vera oil
Sensitive skins are prone to sun-

burns so being called a burning
plant aloe vera oil is effective in sooth-
ing sunburns helping in skin repairs
and building new skin cells.

The oil has an antioxidant effect
that helps repair breakouts on your
skin and even slow down the aging
process of your skin

(The author is the founder of
Love Earth, a herbal and organic

skin-care brand.)

It will not be right to not
appreciate the latest efforts
on part of a number of

organisations or hotels to
promote India's rich cultural
heritage, and bring the cur-
rent generation one step clos-
er to decolonisation. Don’t get
me wrong, I’m all for going
global, however, inculcating
foreign traditions while for-
getting or ignoring our own is
something unacceptable, in
my opinion.

Thus, when I received
the opportunity to explore the
Ladakh Cultural Festival at
The Claridges, I was full of
excitement. I had not, yet, vis-
ited the union territory (for
I’m still exploring my initial
bucket-list places in India),

and so when I tell you I was
made to experience the actu-
al culture at the event yester-
day, I mean it.

In order to celebrate
Ladakh’s fascinating cul-
ture, The Claridges, New
Delhi, is hosting the
Mighty Maryul Festival,
in the heart of the cap-
ital from November 10.
The nine-day fest will
exhibit resplendent art
and artefacts, of which
I caught a pretty great
glimpse.

As I entered the
Claridges garden, I was
welcomed by a charm-
ing lady in a costume in
bright colours. She said
something I could not

comprehend, and the reason
could either be that I was

mesmerised by the vibran-
cy or the not-so-valid fact
that I did not understand

the local language.
Everywhere I looked, I
could see performers
and guests who had
travelled all the way
from the larger
Kashmiri region.

Dr Latika Nath,
a wildlife photogra-

pher from Ladakh
who is often known as
the ‘tiger princess’ for
she has pursued PhD
in tiger management
and makes docu-
mentaries on snow

leopards, was the moderator

for the evening. 
With a focus on Ladakh’s

beautiful fashion, delectable
cuisine and revelling music,
the event began with an infor-

mative and engrossing pre-
sentation by Dr Monisha
Ahmed, a researcher on tex-
tiles from Himalayas and an
expert on the Changthang
region of Ladakh. She shared
her knowledge on the tex-
t i l es  f rom L adak h and
emerging fashion in the
demonstration. 

It was followed by a cul-
tural pop-up, a fashion show
put together by renowned
Ladakhi fashion designers,
Jigmat Norbu and Jigmet
Wangmo, that entranced the
spectators. 

On subsequent days,
Jigmat Couture’s statement
pieces will be showcased at
the premises, where patrons
can buy the sustainable

brand’s products and enjoy
the al luring textures of
Ladakhi craftsmanship. The
pop-up was accompanied by
an enthralling live musical
performance by a Ladakhi
folk singer and instrumental-
ist, Tsewang Phuntsog. On
having a word with Phuntsog,
he exclaimed that he was
having the time of his life per-
forming and bringing to life
his local culture.

Also being exhibited are
the accessories of Lena
Ladakh Pashmina by Stanzin
Minglak and Sonam Angmo,
and exhibitions by landscape
artist  Kunal  Batra,  and
Thakalis Art Gallery. I pre-
sume this will be a visual
treat for the art and history
enthusiasts.

Since the Ladakhi cui-
s ine  i s  a  major  theme
throughout the festival,
noted chefs Pankaj Sharma
and Nilza Wangmo will be
presenting traditional and
contemporary flavours of
Ladakh every night. 

In a conversation with
Nilza, a Nari Shakti awardee
who also owns a restaurant
called Alchi Kitchen in Alchi,
Ladakh, she expressed, “I’m
cooking all the main dishes of
Ladakh, including the tradi-
tional tea, the dzomo (yak
cheese), a lot of herbs and
mountain spices. Through
me, Ladakh food is travelling
out of Ladakh.” 

Speaking about her signa-
ture dishes,  she added,
“People must try the Khamer,
Yakini pulao, and Gur gur
chao (salty tea with butter).”

I noticed that the culture
of Ladakh is similar to
Tibetan culture on many lev-
els. Ladakh was hugely influ-
enced by Buddhism which
reflects in the Ladakhis’ cloth-
ing. The traditional Ladakhi
attire includes the Perak, a
headgear studded with pre-
cious stones and usually worn
by women on special occa-
sions, a Kuntop or a woollen
robe, and a Bok shawl that
was inherently used by
women to carry children.
Men wear Goncha, a tradi-
tional robe, and a Skerag
waist-band. The art and craft
of Ladakh include woven
cloth-like Pashmina, stick and
wood baskets, carvings of
wood, and various paintings.
The aforementioned tradi-
tions will be displayed at The
Claridges till November 19.
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As the fall season is upon
us, we crave to soak up
the romanticised gold-

en fall  sunshine. Café
StayWoke, located in the heart
of Gurugram's Worldmark, is
just the place to do so. Walking
into the café, a strong yet
pleasing whiff of freshly
brewed coffee took over my
senses. The café, resembling a
beautiful glass cube, had the
golden-hour sun brimming
through the glass walls adding
to the aesthetic. It offers both
indoor and outdoor seating
options. The black and gold-
en décor adds a touch of ele-
gance and sophistication to the
café. The elegant, full-sized
coffee bar at the centre, is truly
the heart and soul of this
café. 

Once I was shown to my
table, I noticed the raw yet
matte-finished tables with a
pot of pink-brocade plant act-
ing as the centrepiece. Shortly
after, two refreshing drinks

were brought to the table.
The first one was the StayWoke
lemonade, which resembled
the taste of a virgin mojito —
minty lemony goodness —
minus the calories! The other
drink was a Kaffir lime kom-
bucha served in an elegant
flute glass. This was extreme-
ly refreshing with a strong
punch from the kaffir lime
leaves, leaving a sweet and fra-
grant after taste. 

This refreshing drink was
paired with a slightly spicy and
tangy Chicken ghee roast.
Served in a beautiful black
ceramic plate, the colours of
the bright red chicken popped
on the plate. The chicken was
paired with fried South Indian
papadam, garnished with
coconut shavings. This South
Indian signature dish had just
the right amount of heat, tin-
gling my taste buds gently. The
tanginess from the tomatoes
and strong flavour from the
curry leaves and the mustard

seeds defined the dish. These
bold flavours of the south
made the dish near-perfect. 

The next dish was the
Avocado toast. This superfood
has garnered a lot of attention
in recent years but no restau-
rant makes their avocado toast
the way Café StayWoke did.
Served over either a sour-
dough or focaccia bread slice,
the avocados were mashed
combined with some cream
cheese, finely chopped onions,
coriander, topped with hemp
oil and pomegranate seeds.

This version of the classic
avocado toast caters to the
Indian palate and showcases
the versatility of an avocado.
The sweetness from the pome-
granate and crunchiness from
the onions with a hint of gar-
lic worked well together. 

On the table next was the
Keema appam which took me
on yet another trip to South
India. The chicken keema
rested on a bed of appam,
topped with a beautifully
poached egg. As I ran my
spoon over the egg, the deli-

cate white covering tore, giv-
ing way to the runny yolk that
perfectly covered the keema.
The appam was crispy on the
outside yet light and fluffy on
the inside. The keema, tossed
in a variety of spices, had a
strong flavour of the comfort-
ing curry leaves. The best part
about this entire dish was the
lightness of the meal. One can
comfortably eat an entire plate
and not be over-stuffed!

For the mains, I had the
Vegetarian green Thai curry and
the Orange chilli chicken. As for
the Thai curry, the veggies are
served separately for those
who don't prefer a lot of veg-
gies in their curry. The curry is
served with kaffir lime rice,
which adds a touch of freshness
to the heavy and thick curry.
The flavours of the Thai curry
and rice is as authentic as it can
get and is a must-try! On the
other hand, the fragrant chilli
chicken is more on the sweet-
er side with just a dash of heat.
The chicken so soft and tender
on the inside and crunchy on
the outside, wrapped in the
thick, shining orange glaze
will have you craving more. 

Finally, it was time to end
my day with some dessert. I
was served the signature Cloud
pudding. Made with tender
coconut, this dessert was a set
and had the consistency
resembling that of a panna
cotta. Served on a banana
leaf, this soft, gooey coconut
deliciousness was the perfect
way to end a satisfying meal. 

At Café StayWoke, the
vibe is relaxed, the food is deli-
cious and the staff is courte-
ous. If you're looking to have
a good time with some deli-
cious plates of food from
around the world while soak-
ing the sun and connecting
with nature, this may just be
the place for you.

In the last few years, the
convenience food indus-

try has shown rapid growth
in India. About 79 per cent
of Indian consumers prefer
to have instant food due to
time constraints as indicat-
ed by the recent survey
conducted by the
Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of
India (ASSOCHAM). As
per market reports, the con-
venience food segment is
expected to show a volume
growth of 5.8 per cent in
2022. This can mainly be
attributed to a busier
lifestyle, the growing num-
ber of nuclear families and
more people preferring to
work late hours. During
the pandemic, as people
started to work from home,
the demand for convenience
food spiked, and all esti-
mates suggest the trend will
continue to grow. 

However, what changed
after Covid is the con-
sumers' tendency to be
health-conscious of the food
they consume. You see,
most packaged food is
loaded with preservatives,
chemicals and highly
unhealthy ingredients like
refined flour and refined
sugar. These ingredients not
only help increase the shelf
life of the food but also give
them their addictive flavour
that makes the consumer
want more and more. So,
while they do offer the con-
venience of carrying and
eating wherever you wish,
their health impact is alarm-
ing, to say the least.

Post-pandemic, most
consumers are relooking at
immunity and the role of
food in building the same.
The food industry in turn
has reciprocated with the
two overarching themes of
products with better immu-
nity and products with bet-
ter nutrition for a healthy
lifestyle. 

But the big question is
whether the products being
pitched as healthy or immu-
nity-boosting offer these
benefits or are they just
trying to ride the wave and
manipulate the consumers?
The answer is always writ-

ten on the package. The Food
Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) mandates every
manufacturer to specify the list of
ingredients used to make any
packaged product. And while
most of us tend to not consider
this key aspect of the package,
that is where one should look to
understand the health quotient of
the offered product. 

To put it gen-
erally, prefer
millets over
wheat, whole-
grain f lour
over refined
flour, jaggery
or maple over
refined sugar.
Any product that
has a list of chem-
icals and raising
agents or names that
you don’t consider as
natural food, should be
avoided. Another hint is to look
for shelf life as there is a limit to
how long you can store a com-
pletely natural food without
adding artificial preservatives.
So anything that has a shelf life of
over five months is bound to have
artificial preservatives unless it is
stored at sub-zero temperatures
or in a well-designed tetrapack.

These guidelines would most
probably eliminate most of the
offerings of major multinationals

as their scale of operations
make it necessary to have a
longer shelf life and be more
addictive. This specific gap has
opened the gates for several
young start-ups that cater to
niche demands by making
smaller batches and delivering
them fresh through their web-
sites or modern e-commerce

platforms.
Lastly, since

we live in a
c o n n e c t e d
world, our
health is
d i r e c t l y
dep endent

on the health
of our fellow

beings and the
health of our

environment. For
a portion of truly

healthy food, we as
consumers should

demand food that has a
positive socio-environmental
impact by using eco-friendly
technologies to procure, process
and deliver the food and creat-
ing a social balance by offering
livelihood opportunities to
rural India.

It is only when we start
looking holistically that we
truly appreciate the potential
health impact of the food choic-
es we make.

(The author is a dentist and
the co-founder of Kivu, India's

first solar-baked cookies.)

TASTE OF 
ELEGANCE
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Cricket South Africa (CSA)
on Thursday named a 14-

member South Africa ‘A’
squad for the upcoming three-
match four-day contests
against India ‘A’ in
Bloemfontein.

The home team will be led
by 32-year-old opening batter
Pieter Malan. The series, an
opportunity for the players to
vie for places in the senior
squad before India’s upcoming
tour of the country, will be
held from November 23 to
December 9 at Mangaung
Oval.

All-rounder George Linde
and fast bowler Lutho Sipamla
are in the squad with Warriors
pacer Marco Jansen and
Knights batter Raynard van
Tonder also included.

CSA convenor of selectors

Victor Mpitsang stressed on
the significance of 
the series before the Indian
team’s tour. 

“Test cricket remains one
of CSA’s key focus areas, along
with ensuring that the format
continues to thrive and hold
relevance in our country. 

“It is therefore vital that a

steady stream of talent contin-
ues to emerge from our high-
performance programme,”
Mpitsang said in a press
release.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic saw the disruption of
the South Africa A team’s fix-
tures and CSA is pleased to see
the return of content for this

programme. We are looking
forward to more tours for this
team in particular, as the A
team programme is a crucial
one to CSA’s overall pipeline
strategy.

“The senior South Africa
and India teams will be clash-
ing this summer here at home,
so this is an ideal opportuni-
ty for players with Proteas
ambitions to put their hands
up and make a case for them-
selves.” 

On Tuesday, the BCCI
also announced the India ‘A’
squad for the tour with
Gujarat’s Priyank Panchal
named as captain of the team
that also comprises Prithvi
Shaw, Navdeep Saini and
rookie Kashmiri pacer Umran
Malik. 

South Africa ‘A’ squad: 
Pieter Malan (captain,

Rocks), Sarel Erwee

(Dolphins), Dominic
Hendricks (Lions), Raynard
van Tonder (Knights),
Sinethemba Qeshile
(Warriors), Senuran
Muthusammy (North West
Dragons), Marco Jansen
(Warriors), Migael Pretorius
(Knights), Beuran Hendricks
(Western Province), Lutho
Sipamla (Lions), Glenton
Stuurman (Warriors), George
Linde (Western Province),
Jason Smith (Dolphins), Tony
de Zorzi (Western Province).

Fixtures: 
November 23-26: 1st

Four-Day game at Mangaung
Oval, Bloemfontein

November 29-December
2: 2nd Four-Day game at
Mangaung Oval,
Bloemfontein December 6-9:
3rd Four-Day game at
Mangaung Oval,
Bloemfontein.

New Delhi: The opening T20
International between India and
New Zealand in Jaipur on
November 17 could be played in
front of a sizeable crowd with the
host association putting no restric-
tions on entry of spectators with
even single shot of COVID-19
vaccine. Those who are not jabbed
will have to carry a valid COVID
negative test report which is not
older than 48 hours from the start
of the match.

The Sawai Mansingh Stadium
which has a capacity of 25000 is
hosting an international game after
eight years. “As per the current state
guidelines, we can have a full
crowd. You need to be vaccinated
with one dose or you carry a neg-
ative test report which will be
checked at the entrance,” Rajasthan
Cricket Association secretary
Mahendra Sharma said. PTI
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India is set to host the first-ever
yogasana world champi-

onship in June next year.
The National Yogasana

Sports Federation (recognised
by the Sports Ministry) is work-
ing towards building a strong
culture of fitness, competition,
well-being, and growth through
practice and development of
yogasana. Addressing the open-
ing ceremony of India’s first
Physical National Yogasana
Sports Championships in
Bhubaneswar, NYSF president
Udit Sheth said, “India is going
to host first-ever World
Yogasana Championship show-
casing India’s heritage sport to
the world in June 2022.”

Yogasana sport for both
male and female categories has
been included in the Khelo
India Youth Games, 2021. 
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England were “devastated”
to lose to New Zealand in

the T20 World Cup semifinals
but proud to have fought
“unbelievably well”, said limit-
ed overs captain Eoin Morgan,
who hopes to continue as the
leader of the side.

New Zealand avenged their
heartbreaking loss in the 2019
ODI World Cup final against
England on boundary count by
beating the same opponents by
five wickets in the T20 World
Cup first semifinals here on
Wednesday.

“Yeah, we’re devastated. To
be on the wrong side of a close
game is not easy to take. We
fought unbelievably well on a
wicket that didn’t necessarily
suit our batting, but we man-
aged to post in and around a
par score,” Morgan said at the
post-match press conference.

“I’m extremely proud of the
performance that we put in.
When you play really well, it

doesn’t always guarantee that
you win games. Unfortunately,
we found ourselves on the

wrong side of a really tight
game today.

“I hope to be back, I am still
offering enough, and I love
playing in this changing room.
Incredibly proud to be their
leader,” said the 35-year-old,
who has led the English T20
side since 2014.

Sent in to bat, England
posted 166 for 4 with Moeen
Ali remaining not out on 51.
The Black Caps chased down
the target with one over to spare
with opener Daryl Mitchell
playing a pivotal role with an
unbeaten 47-ball 72. 

James Neesham also played
an important cameo, hitting an
11-ball 27 with one four and
three sixes to take New Zealand
to the final.        

Morgan said England were
in the game till the arrival of
Neesham, who completely
changed the complexion of the
match, playing shots not even
his batters could execute on a
sluggish pitch.

“We were brilliant with the

ball. We were right in the game
probably until Jimmy Neesham
came to the wicket, if not ahead
of the game. Everything worked
right up until Neesham came
in. It was a fantastic cameo in
high-pressure circumstances.

“Throughout those innings
everybody struggled to clear the
ropes on both sides, that was
just the nature of the pitch. You
have to take your hat off to him.
He played really well. We’ve
played against Jimmy a lot.
He’s not struck the ball like that
against us ever. It’s really good
batting.”

He also praised Black Caps
opener Mitchell for his unbeat-
en knock which was studded
with four boundaries and as
many sixes.  

“I’d say, so he’s played a hell
of a hand today. He’s played
really well against the No. 1 side
in the world and taken his side
right to the final.”

Morgan admitted that his
side was outplayed by 
New Zealand.

�
��� �+�02

Pakistan batters Mohammad
Rizwan and Shoaib Malik are

suffering from “mild flu” and
they could be doubtful starters
for the T20 World Cup semifi-
nal against Australia on
Thursday.

Rizwan and Malik, who
missed the team’s training ses-
sion on Wednesday, though test-
ed negative for COVID-19. The
team has also cleared the regu-
lar testing through the tourna-
ment. 

“Both players were tested for
COVID-19 and both tested neg-
ative,” ‘ESPNCricinfo’ reported.

“As with the rest of their
squad, they have cleared regular
COVID-19 testing through the
tournament, including one a
couple of days ago. 

That is part of the ICC’s pol-
icy to encourage teams to test as

often as possible,” it added.
According to the report, the

two players woke up on
Wednesday morning with 
“light flu and low fever” and
were first advised to delay prac-
tice but were later allowed to give
it a miss.

“Pakistan are not overly
concerned at the moment about
their participation in Thursday’s
game, and will be reviewing their
status in the morning again,” the
report said.
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India’s Tokyo Paralympics gold
winner Pramod Bhagat was on

Thursday named among six
shuttlers for the Male Para
Badminton Player of the Year by
the sport’s world body but none
of his compatriots featured in the
able-bodied awards’ categories.

Reigning world champion
Bhagat, who had won a historic
gold medal in the men’s singles
SL3 class in the Tokyo Olympics
in September, was also named
along with Manoj Sarkar for the
newly introduced Para
Badminton Pair of the Year,
with five other nominees.

Sarkar had bagged a bronze
in the men’s singles SL3 class in
the Tokyo Olympics.

The 33-year-old Bhagat,
who had contracted polio when
he was four years old, picked up
the sport after watching his

neighbours play. Initially, he
competed against able-bodied
players before getting into com-
petitive para badminton in 2006.
Bhagat is also current world
number one and Asian champi-
on in SL3. In SL3 classification,
athletes with lower limb impair-
ment compete. There was no
Indian in the list of nominees in
the able-bodied categories.

Danish players Viktor
Axelsen and Anders Antonsen,
China’s Wnag Yi Lyu and Japan’s
Yuta Watanabe were nominated
for the (able-bodied) Male Player
of the Year.

Axelsen was the gold medal-
list at the Tokyo Olympics.
China’s Tokyo Games gold win-
ner in women’s singles, Chen Yu
Fei, Spain’s Carolina Marin,
Taipei’s Tai Tzu Ying and Japan’s
Akane Yamaguchi were the
nominees for Female Player of
the Year.
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Former England skipper Mike Atherton
feels New Zealand is the strongest team

across all three formats of the game at the
moment after the Black Caps reached their
maiden T20 World Cup final.

New Zealand registered a sensation-
al five-wicket win over favourites England
here on Wednesday in the first semifinals.
It would be their third final appearance
at an ICC global event in as many years.

Over the past few years, the Black
Caps have proved themselves to be a force
in all three formats. They reached the final
of the  ODI World Cup in 2019, losing to
England on boundary count and are the
holders of the inaugural World Test
Championship title.

“They are an outstanding team, in all
formats of the game really,” Atherton told
‘Sky Sports’.

“They are through to another World
Cup final, they were a sliver away from
winning the last World Cup in 2019, they
are the World Test Championship win-

ners. “Across formats, you would have to
say they are the strongest team at the
moment so congratulations to them, a fan-
tastic achievement with limited resources
in terms of personnel and money and
things that we’ve often talked about,” he
added.

Chasing 167, the Black Caps were on
the back foot when star opener Martin
Guptill and skipper Kane Williamson were
dismissed by Chris Woakes inside the first
three overs of the reply.

England kept mounting pressure but
opener Daryl Mitchell and Jimmy
Neesham had other plans.

Mitchell blazed his away to an unbeat-
en 47-ball 72 before Neesham hit a flur-
ry of sixes to give New Zealand the win.

“It just changed so quickly tonight. For
a long time in that chase, 

I thought England were ahead of the
game,” Atherton said.

“The pitch looked two-paced and
sluggish, no one really got going and sud-
denly Neesham comes out and changed
that game with some fantastic hitting,”

Atherton said.
Pakistan take on Australia in the sec-

ond semifinal and Atherton feels the for-
mer champions have the edge over Aaron
Finch and Co.

“I’m going with Pakistan, I think they
have got the best and most varied attack
in this competition.

“You think of that attack: Shaheen
Shah Afridi, Haris Rauf, the spinners, the
combinations that they have so I reckon
they got the best attack and I think they
will win it,” he said.
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It was a “perfect and happy
ending” for Nisha Dahiya as

she emerged national champi-
on in the women’s 65kg catego-
ry a day after her dramatic
“murder story” turned out to be
a case of mistaken identity.   
The title clash ended in just 30
seconds with Nisha, the U23
world championship bronze
medallist, pinning her rival
Jaspreet Kaur from Punjab.  

Except for her semifinal
against Haryana’s Priyanka, it
turned out to be an easy day in
the office for the 23-year-old
Nisha, who represents Railways.
“It indeed is a happy and per-
fect end to my campaign. I was
so stressed yesterday. I could not
even sleep. I was already low on
energy due to weight cut and
this incident just proved too
much to handle,” Nisha told PTI
after winning her third gold

medal at the Nationals. It was
reported that Nisha had been
shot dead in Sonepat but later
it came to light that the deceased
was her name sake and an
upcoming wrestler. 

Nisha’s agility and attacking
moves were too hot to handle
for her opponents. She stood
out with her leg attacks.     

“Of course, an athlete
wants to be discussed and
talked about but I am sure not
in this way. I want people to
know for my performance and
not for such freak incidents,”
she said.    
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Karolina Pliskova overcame
a slow start before beating

Garbiñe Muguruza 4-6, 6-2, 7-
6 (6) in her opening match at
the WTA Finals. 

In a contest between two
former No. 1-ranked players,
the third-seeded Pliskova
struggled early adjusting to
the nearly 5,000-feet altitude of
Guadalajara, Mexico’s second
largest city on Wednesday.

“The first set was not the
best from me. The serve was
amazing in the second set,
many free points on the first
serve,” Pliskova said. 

“Then it was a fighting
third set. I thought I just had
too many chances, didn’t make
it really, but happy it went my
way in the end.” 

Pliskova is playing the
WTA Finals for the fifth time,
having reached the semifinals
in 2018 and ‘19. The 2020 tour-

nament was canceled.
She didn’t win any titles in

2021 but kept a high ranking by
reaching the finals at
Wimbledon and Montreal, and
the semifinals at Cincinnati.

Pliskova now has a 9-2
record against former
Wimbledon and French Open
champion Muguruza, who won
the Chicago and Dubai titles

this year and is making her
fourth appearance at the sea-
son-ending event.

“That was a very tough
match for both of us. It was a
one-point difference — I saved
many match points and is a
tough loss I fought as hard as
I could,” Muguruza said.

“I´m happy with my fight-
ing spirit even though I lost.”
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Pliskova, Kontaveit open with wins at year-end WTA Finals
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Australia defeated Pakistan by
five wickets to enter the final of
the ICC T20 World Cup here on

Thursday.
Sent into bat, Mohammad Rizwan

and Fakhar Zaman smashed quick
fifties as Pakistan posted a challenging
176 for four. 

Opening the innings, Rizwan
scored 67 off 52 balls during which he
hit three boundaries and four sixes,
while Zaman remained unbeaten on 55
off 32 balls with the help of three fours
and four sixes.

Together with skipper Babar Azam
(39), Rizwan shared 71 runs for the
opening stand before stitching 72 runs
with Zaman.

For Australia, Mitchell Starc picked
up two wickets for 38 runs.

Chasing, David Warner made 49,
while Matthew Wade smashed a 17-ball
unbeaten 41 and Marcus Stoinis was not
out on 40 off 31 deliveries as Australia
overhauled the target with an over to
spare.

Shadab Khan was the best bowler
for Pakistan with figures of 4 for 26.

Australia will now face New
Zealand in the final on Sunday.

Mohammad Rizwan struck his
third half-century of the tournament
before Fakhar Zaman roared back to
form with a 32-ball unbeaten 55 to
power Pakistan to 176 for four in the
second semifinal of the ICC T20 World
Cup here on Thursday.  

Openers Rizwan (67 off 52) and
Babar Azam (39 off 44) shared a 71-run
stand before Zaman ended the innings
on a high with his unbeaten knock.

The last five overs yielded 59 runs
for Pakistan.    

Pakistan enjoyed their best pow-
erplay of the tournament, racing to 47
for no loss in six overs after Australia
put them in to bat. 

Rizwan, who was down with flu
ahead of the game, did not look at his
best early on and Babar took the lead
in attacking the Australian pace attack.
The Aussies were looking for some
swing early on but they were not able
to get it.

The Pakistan skipper began with
a regal cover drive off a late outswinger
from Josh Hazlewood. Babar, who had
shown supreme form in the group stage,
looked in sublime touch. Among the
five regal boundaries he hit, his short-
arm jab between deep midwicket and
long-on stood out. 

Leg-spinner Adam Zampa,
who has been Australia’s go to
bowler in the middle overs, finally
got the breakthrough Australia
needed by having Babar caught in
the deep with Pakistan reaching 71
for one in 10 overs. More than the
ball, it was the pressure created by
Zampa that led to the wicket. 

Rizwan, who was dropped
twice in the innings, got into the act
after Babar’s dismissal. The wicket-
keeper batter grew in confidence as
his innings progressed and once he
he got his trademark half full half
sweep shot right off Hazlewood, he
looked much more dangerous.  

Australia did well from overs 7-
11, conceding only 28 before
Rizwan changed Gears.

He decided to take the attack to
the impressive Zampa in the 12th
over which went for 14 runs and
included a slog sweep for six. 

Rizwan got his second six off
Hazlewood two overs later, dis-
patching the seasoned pacer over
deep midwicket. 

Zaman, who did not have a lot
of runs under his belt heading into
the semifinal, hit a flat six over long
off to gain confidence.

With Zampa completing his
tidy effort, Pakistan were looking
for a big over and that happened to
be the 17th when Hazlewood was
hammered for 21 runs, including a
six off a free hit.   

After Rizwan’s dismissal,
Zaman displayed his power hitting
skills against Mitchell Starc, club-
bing him for a six and four in a 15-
run over.

Six-hitting machine Asif Ali
had a rare failure in the tournament
as he was out first ball off Cummins.   

Zaman finished the innings
on an exhilarating note, depositing
Starc for two massive sixes to take
the team past 170.

Zampa (1/22 in four overs) was
the pick of the bowlers for Australia
while Hazlewood was the most
expensive, leaking 49 runs 
in four overs. 

Brief scores:
Pakistan: 176 for 4 wickets in

20 overs (Mohammad Rizwan 67,
Fakhar Zaman 55 not out; Mitchell
Starc 2/38).

Australia: 177 for 5 in 19 overs
(David Warner 49, Matthew Wade
41 not out, Marcus Stoinis 40 not
out; Shadab Khan 4/26). 
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