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The Centre on Sunday
brought two Ordinances

to enhance the tenure of direc-
tors of Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
from the current two years
from the date of taking charge
to a maximum of five years.

The CBI and ED chiefs
enjoy a minimum fixed tenure
of two years from the date of
their appointment in the wake
of the directives of the Supreme
Court in the famous Vineet
Narain case.

The Central Vigilance
Commission (Amendment)
Ordinance comes barely three
days ahead of the retirement of
incumbent ED Director SK
Mishra, a 1984-batch IRS offi-
cer. The Government had
granted him an extension of
one year in 2020 after the
completion of his two years
fixed term.

In response to a petition,
the issue of extension of
Mishra’s tenure was heard by
the Supreme Court this year

which did not quash the exten-
sion but told the Government
not to give any further 
extension to him beyond
November 17, 2021.

The timing of the promul-
gation of the Ordinance sug-
gests Mishra’s tenure may be
extended further, officials said.

The Ordinance promul-
gated by President Ram Nath
Kovind that comes into effect
“at once” states: “Provided that
the period for which the direc-
tor of enforcement holds the
office on his initial appoint-
ment may, in public interest, on
the recommendation of the
committee under clause (a)
and for the reasons to be

recorded in writing, be extend-
ed up to one year at a time:”

“Provided further that no
such extension shall be grant-
ed after the completion of a
period of five years in total,
including the period men-
tioned in the initial appoint-
ment,” the Ordinance outlines.

The ED director is appoint-
ed by the Union Government
on the recommendation of a
committee chaired by the cen-
tral vigilance commissioner
and members comprising vig-
ilance commissioners, home
secretary, secretary DOPT and
revenue secretary.

The Government has also
brought in Delhi Special Police

Establishment (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2021 which also
provides for a similar extension
of service to the CBI director
and is also effective with imme-
diate effect.

The Ordinance inserts the
provision in DSPE Act that
“Provided that the period for
which the director holds the
office on his initial appoint-
ment may, in public interest, on
the recommendation of the
committee under sub-section
(1) of section 4A and for the
reasons to be recorded in writ-
ing, be extended up to one year
at a time: Provided further that
no such extension shall be
granted after the completion of
a period of five years in total,
including the period 
mentioned in the initial
appointment.”

The CBI director is select-
ed on the basis of the recom-
mendation of a committee
consisting of the Prime
Minister, the Chief of Justice of
India and the Leader of
Opposition.

The fixed term of two years
was aimed at ensuring the
chiefs of CBI and ED work
freely from any Government
interference without worrying
about any adverse action for the
probes carried out by 
them against influential 
accused persons.
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Sticking to its schedule,
Russia has started the deliv-

ery of initial equipment of S-
400 surface-to-air anti-missile
system to India. The deal is
worth over �45,000 crore and
it was inked in 2018 for 
five systems. 

China has already pro-
cured six S-400 systems from
Russia and inducted into ser-
vice. It has deployed two S-400
squadrons at Ngari Gar Gunsa
and Nyingchi airbase in Tibet,
across Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh respectively.

Turkey is another customer
in waiting for this system.
Peeved over the deal, the US
imposed sanctions against
Turkey and has hinted India
may also be covered by sanc-
tions. These sanctions come

under the Countering
America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA),
which was passed in 2017 by
the US to take action against
countries involved in trade
with Moscow.

However, Russia and India
and have gone ahead with the
contract and the entire lot of
five systems are likely to be
inducted in next three to four
years.  More than 100 IAF per-
sonnel have undergone train-
ing in Russia to handle this
highly sophisticated anti-mis-
sile system which can detect an
incoming missile or aircraft
from 400 kms away. Another
batch of 50-odd IAF personnel
is likely to leave shortly for
Russia for advanced training.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid speculation about the actor-cum-
philanthropist Sonu Sood’s entry into

politics, his younger sister Malvika Sood
Sachar is set to enter the political battle-
field. Sood, not giving a clear reply over
the possibilities of his political venture,
made it clear that his sister will contest
2022 Punjab polls from Moga, maintain-
ing that the party she would represent
would be announced “at right time”.

Addressing the media at his home in
Moga, Sood said his sister has done a lot
of amazing works in the past, adding that
her commitment to social work was
“unparalleled”. “We today officially want
to say that Malvika will certainly come to
serve Punjab. We have not yet taken a call
about the party,” said Sood, adding that it
would be announced at the right time.

Continued on Page 2
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The  Government may have  placed a
purchase order with the Ahmedabad-

based Zydus Cadila’s for one crore doses
of the ZyCov-D vaccine, but kids aged 12
years and above will have to wait longer  to
get the shot. The National Technical
Advisory Group on Immunisation
(NTAGI) is  working out  a comprehen-
sive programme for paediatric immuni-
sation, including developing a priority list
of comorbidities.

Sources said that Zydus Cadila’s Covid-
19 vaccine ZyCov-D, which has been
cleared by India’s drug regulator for those
aged 12 years and above, will only be
administered to adults as of now under the
Government’s national anti-coronavirus
vaccination programme.

Detailed report on P4
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Communist Party
of India

(Maoist)’s Central
Committee Member
(CCM) Milind
Teltumbade, who car-
ried a bounty of �50
lakh on his head, and
two Divisional
Committee Members
(DVMs) were among
26 Maoists — including six women —
gunned in a massive encounter with the
special anti-naxal commandos of the
Gadchiroli police in eastern Maharashtra
on Saturday.

Fifty-seven-year-old Teltumbade was
the leader of Tipagad and Korchi naxal
dalams and also of Vistar Platoon.

Detailed report on P5
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The Congress is fuming over
the absence of presiding

officers of the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha as well as Cabinet
Ministers at the official func-
tion to commemorate the birth
anniversary of India’s first
Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, in
Parliament’s Central Hall 
on Sunday.

Former Union Minister
Jairam Ramesh called it “atro-
cious” that no Government
Minister had been present.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla and Rajya Sabha
Chairman Venkaiah Naidu
who usually are present on
such occasions skipped the
function. The Centre was, how-
ever, represented by the
Minister of State in the
Ministry of Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises Bhanu
Pratap Singh Verma.

Lok Sabha Speaker’s office
said the Speaker Birla was at a
“Bal Session” organised in
Rajasthan Legislative Assembly
to mark the occasion of
Children’s Day. Birla attended
the November 14 function in
2019 and 2020.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Vice President Venkaiah

Naidu took to Twitter to pay
tributes to the country’s
longest-serving Prime Minister.

“Extraordinary scene today
in Parliament at the tradition-
al function to mark the birth
anniversary of those whose
portraits adorn the Central
Hall. Speaker Lok Sabha absent.
Chairman Rajya Sabha absent.
Not a single Minister present.

Can it get more atrocious than
this?!” Ramesh tweeted.

“Nothing surprises me
anymore. This dispensation is
destroying India’s great insti-
tutions, including #Parliament
one day at a time,” added
Trinamool Congress’ leader in
Parliament Derek O’ Brien, in
a response to Ramesh’s tweet.

Continued on Page 2
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In a move to escalate fight
against pollution, schools,

colleges, skill development cen-
tres, and other educational
institutions will remain closed
till November 20 with excep-
tions for ongoing exams, 
said the Delhi Government 
on Sunday.

Besides, construction and
demolition projects have been
put on hold till November 17
to curb dust pollution that
they are major sources of pol-
lution in the city. The Delhi
Government’s offices and

Government autonomous
agencies will also remain closed
till November 17. The major
objective behind these emer-
gency measures is to cut down
on vehicular pollutants.

Delhi Pollution Control
Committee on Sunday issued
orders regarding shutting of
institutions and pollution activ-
ities amid high concentration
of pollutants in city’s air.

An advisory has been
issued to private offices to fol-
low suit and help this initiative
have an effective impact on the
pollution levels.

Continued on Page 2
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The Indian Railways is gear-
ing up to normalise pas-

senger services and revert back
in a phased manner to pre-
Covid levels of service. As part
of this efforts, the Railways
Passenger Reservation System
(PRS) will be shut down for 6
hours at night for the next
seven days.

The reservation system will
be shut from 11:30 pm to 5:30
am from the intervening night
of November 14-15 to the
night of November 20-21, the
Ministry of Railways said in a
statement. This is being done
to enable upgradation of sys-
tem data, updating new train
numbers, among others.

"Since huge amount of past
(old train numbers) and cur-
rent passenger booking data are
to be updated in all Mail/
Express trains, this is being
planned in a series of careful-
ly calibrated steps and imple-
mented during night hours in
order to minimise impact on
ticketing services," the state-
ment said.

During the six-hour peri-
od, no PRS services like ticket
reservation, current booking,
cancellation, enquiry services,
among others, will be available.

"During the period, railway

personnel will ensure the
advance charting for the trains
to start during the affected tim-
ings. Except for the PRS ser-
vices, all other enquiry services
including 139 services will
continue uninterrupted," it
added.

Earlier on Friday, the
Railway Board in a circular
informed about the decision to
resume regular trains with pre-
COVID fares.

"Ministry of Railways have
decided that all the regular
timetabled trains which are
presently operating as MSPC
(mail/express special) & HSP
(holiday special) train services,
included in the working time
table, 2021, shall be operated
with regular numbers and with
fare and categorisations applic-
able," the Railway Board said in
a letter to the principal chief
commercial managers.

The board added that the
second class of such trains
(mail or express) shall contin-
ue to run as reserved except for
any relaxation permitted in
special cases.

Around 1,700 mail or
express trains were being oper-
ated by the Railways before the
outbreak of COVID-19. These
services were halted during
the pandemic-induced lock-
down.
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The Congress on Sunday
launched nationwide "Jan

Jagran Abhiyan" to highlight
the issue of inflation and high
fuel prices in the country. It
will carry out its 'Jan Jagran
Abhiyan' from November 14
to 29 across the country by
holding foot marches and
street corner meetings on
inflation.

The Congress also released
a toll-free number
1800212000011 for people to
connect with the party's "Jan
Jagran Abhiyan". People can
fill a digital form to become a
part of the campaign against
the price rise. A campaign
song was also released by the
party.

Congress' social media
head Rohan Gupta said the
'Jan Jagran Abhiyan' will prove
to be the "last nail in the cof-
fin of BJP rule". "People can
give a missed call on the toll-
free number to connect with
the movement against infla-
tion by the Narendra Modi
government. After giving a
missed call, people will get an
SMS and have to fill a digital
form attached to it," he said.

Gupta added that the goal
is to increase public awareness
about inflation.

Nagpur: Police in Nagpur city
on Sunday imposed section 144
of the CrPC in view of the
stone-pelting that took place in
some parts of Maharashtra
recently post protests on Friday
against the violence in Tripura
in late October.

The order, issued by Joint
Commissioner of Police Aswati
Dorje, prohibits people from
disseminating messages and
posts on social media platforms
that could create communal
rifts among groups, as well as
holding meetings etc, an offi-
cial said.

"It will be in force from the

midnight of November 14 till
further orders. As per the
order, spreading messages etc
through social media plat-
forms, which could create a
communal rift in the society, is
prohibited. Holding a meeting
or assembly of five or more
people, putting up hoardings
and posters that could create
communal tension are pro-
hibited," he informed.

Violators will be prosecut-
ed under section 188 of IPC
and the cyber police have been
asked to initiate action against
rumour mongers, the official
added. PTI

Guwahati: From facing diffi-
culties in accessing online edu-
cation due to limited internet
coverage to being more
exposed to dangers of online
trolling, school-goers from dif-
ferent parts of Assam on
Sunday deliberated on the chal-
lenges thrown upon them by
the ‘new normal'.

They also did not fail to
highlight the positives that can
be derived from the current sit-
uation of online classes, par-
ticularly emphasising the ample
time at hand for reading course
materials as well as other
books.

The concerns confronting
young learners in wake of the
restrictions due to the ongoing
pandemic were raised by stu-
dents at a programme organ-
ised by UNICEF Assam and
Guwahati Metropolitan
Development Authority
(GMDA) to mark the launch of
week-long World Children's
Day celebrations in the state on
Sunday.

Assam Assembly Speaker
Biswajit Daimary and Chief
Executive Officer of GMDA
Kausar Jamil Hilaly, among
others, were present at the
programme.

The children, hailing from
different parts of the state like
Majuli, Dhemaji, Guwahati and
Sivasagar, highlighted that lim-
ited or no internet access and

non-availability of smartphones
or computers have posed a
major challenge for the stu-
dents, especially in rural areas
or from economically weaker
sections, to pursue their edu-
cation during the current situ-
ation.

They further said the vul-
nerability of their contempo-
raries of falling victim to inter-
net pornography or trolling due
to overexposure to the internet
in the name of studying
through the online mode has
also increased manifold.

Proper basic infrastruc-
ture, clean toilets and access to
drinking water in schools were
among other issues flagged by
the students.

The young learners also
pointed to some of the advan-
tages of learning from home,
with most stating that the extra
time they now have at hand has
helped them go through their
books in more detail.

The spare time has also
enabled them to read books of
diverse interests, besides those
of the curriculum.

Problems of ill health and
fatigue faced by many stu-
dents while attending regular
physical classes have also
declined, they added.

Experiences of learning
loss and other issues due to the
closure of schools of children
of 10 districts that have been

compiled in the form of a cof-
fee table book ‘Safer Together:
A compilation of stories by
Young Reporters' was present-
ed to Speaker Daimary on the
occasion.

The Young Reporters
Programme, under which the
compilation was made, is being
implemented in 10 districts by
Krishna Kanta Handiqui State
Open University (KKHSOU)
and Sadaou Asom Moina
Parijat, with technical support
from UNICEF Assam.

Under the initiative, about
300 children have been trained
through workshops to use sev-
eral communication tools
including artwork, photogra-
phy, comics, and report writing.

Children from the
NINEISMINE campaign under
the ‘Wada Na Todo Abhiyan'
(don't break the promise ini-
tiative) convened by the NGO
PratYek, also presented a
Charter of Demands on their
expectations from schools in
the new normal.

NINEISMINE network
provides children with the
opportunity to advocate for
their rights with decision-mak-
ers, and it has reached and sen-
sitised about 500 children from
Assam, through a series of
online workshops, and came up
with a Charter of Demands on
Learning in the new 
normal. PTI

Bhopal:The Madhya Pradesh Congress on Sunday set
up a new outfit called 'Bal Congress' by enrolling 1,000
members in the 16-20 age group to coincide with the
birth anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru, celebrated
nationwide as Children's Day.

Speaking at the launch event, MP unit chief Kamal
Nath said young people need to be alert as "the future
is secured only when true history could be known, and
efforts are being made to spread lies in the name of
history these days".

"The organisation will ensure young persons
become good citizens and work towards making India
of Nehru's dreams. The aim is to secure the future by
knowing correct history and culture as a big machin-
ery is working on social media platforms like
Whatsapp, Facebook, Instagram etc to spread lies," he
said. 
There is no other country in the world with such a
diverse culture, languages and efforts are being made
to attack this spirit of unity in diversity, and members
of Bal Congress will be protectors of the country's
future, he added. PTI

Tirupati: Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Sunday
asked the States to give top priority to address the men-
ace of drugs and check their spread.

“Chief Ministers should give priority to address-
ing the menace and spread of narcotics, as drug usage
destroys the lives and potential of our youth,” Shah said
in his closing remarks at the 29th Southern Zonal
Council meeting here on Sunday night. The Union
Home Minister also wanted the states to have “zero tol-
erance” to child sexual abuse cases as crimes against
children were 'unacceptable.' “Cases under the POCSO
Act should be given top priority. There should be zero
tolerance on such cases,” Shah said. PTI

Ahmedabad:Samples of Covid-19 patients
from Ahmedabad in Gujarat sent for
genome sequencing to a laboratory in
Pune in Maharashtra in August and
S eptember
were found
to be infect-
ed with both
'Delta' and
'Kappa' vari-
ants, an offi-
cial said here
on Sunday.

Out of
two samples
sent to the Pune laboratory in August, one
each was detected with Delta and Kappa
variants of coronavirus, while one sample
sent in September had the Delta variant,
said Dr Kanu Patel of the microbiology
department of the government-run BJ
Medical College here.

"Results are awaited for samples of
COVID-19 patients sent for genome
sequencing in October to the National
Institute of Virology in Pune. No sample
has been sent in November so far," he
added.

The Delta variant was first detected in
India in October last year, and continues
to be the main variant of concern, which
had also played a major role in the second
wave of the pandemic that peaked in April-
May this year, while Kappa is a variant of
interest and comparatively moderate. 

Ahmedabad district has, so far, report-
ed 2,38,410 COVID-19 cases, of which 63
are active, while Gujarat's caseload stands at
8,26,950, with 230 being active ones. PTI

New Delhi:With the Congress
set to raise the Pegasus snoop-
ing allegations in Parliament
again, Union Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Sunday said
what is the point of disrupting
the House over issues that are
"not based on facts", and also
asserted that the Opposition
should avoid linking the
upcoming Winter session with
assembly polls. 

The Deputy Leader of
Rajya Sabha said the
Government is ready to discuss
and debate all issues on the
basis of the decision of the chair
in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

In an interview with PTI,
Naqvi also took a dig at the
Congress over disruptions in
previous parliamentary ses-
sions, saying that in the last
seven years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has established
that "democracy delivers" and
"dynasty disturbs".

Asked about the
Opposition unity during the
last session of Parliament, he
said the BJP and Prime
Minister Modi believe that
there should be a "mazboot
(strong)" not "majboor (help-
less)" Opposition, but unfor-
tunately in their scramble to
lead the Opposition, the influ-
ence of such parties is getting
diminished.

"They should unite on
issues. Last time they united
just to disrupt," he said.
The Cabinet Committee on
Parliament Affairs has recom-

mended that the Winter session
of Parliament be held from
November 29 to December 23,
according to sources.

Asked about the Congress'
assertion that it will raise the
Pegasus snooping allegations in
Parliament again, Naqvi said
what they have decided is not
important,  whatever is decid-
ed with unanimity, the gov-
ernment will stand by that.

"Till when will they drag
their stories and tales about
spying. There is no point of
raising it. These are issues that
are not based on facts or logic.
So, if you want to disrupt the
House over illogical issues, it is
up to you," the Minority Affairs
Minister said.

Hitting out at the Congress,
Naqvi said, "We were ready to
discuss price rise last time, we
also fixed the time. Pegasus has
been discussed many times
and they have been exposed
every time."

The Supreme Court has
given its verdict and also other
agencies have made their stand
clear but the problem with the
Congress is that it is "the James
Bond of spying", the minister
said.

When in Opposition, the
Congress creates a "hullabaloo"
over spying and when in power
it spreads a "web of surveil-
lance", Naqvi alleged.
The Congress' history is such
that they have even spied on
their own home minister and
finance minister, he claimed.  

"So, all this is fake and fab-
ricated but despite that what-
ever the chair decides, will be
discussed," he added.

Last month, after the
Supreme Court order appoint-
ing a three-member panel of
cyber experts to probe the
Pegasus snooping allegations,
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi had asserted at a press
conference that the party will
raise the issue again and will try
to have a debate in 
Parliament.

Naqvi stressed that the
government maintains a con-
stant line of communication
open with the Opposition for
the smooth functioning of the
House. 

Asserting that in the pre-
vious sessions the Opposition
has been found linking the
Parliament session with assem-
bly polls, he said if this con-
tinues justice will not be done
to parliamentary responsibili-
ties.

"What we have seen tradi-
tionally is that Opposition rais-
es issues, there is an all-party
meeting and there is a business
advisory committee meeting
on it to decide, but unfortu-
nately even last time,
Parliament session happened
close to assembly polls and this
time also it is closer to 4-5
assembly polls. If we see the
session by linking it to polls we
will not be able to do justice to
our parliamentary duties," he
said. PTI

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
on Sunday said the co-opera-
tive sector is a great alternative
in modern times, but the laws
formulated by the Union
Government show "concerted
effort" to eliminate the sector
itself.

Vijayan, while inaugurat-
ing the 68th All India
Cooperative Week celebrations,
said the Central Government
was trying to manipulate the
federal principles of the co-
operative sector.

He said the Centre was try-
ing to "strangulate the co-oper-
ative sector through irrational
laws".

"The Co-operative sector is
a great alternative in modern
times...However, the Centre's
law also shows signs of a con-
certed effort to eliminate the
co-operative sector itself. It
(union government) is trying to
manipulate in a way that total-
ly violates the federal principles
of the co-operative sector,"
Vijayan said in his virtual
address.

The CM said many provi-
sions of the Income Tax Act
still hang over the co-operative
sector like the Damocles 
sword. 

The Left government sees
the co-operative sector as an
alternative to globalisation.

"The co-operation week is
being held at a time when the

sector is facing various chal-
lenges such as the demoneti-
sation, the post-COVID reces-
sion and the planned move to
destroy the co-operative sec-
tor," he said.

Vijayan noted that the co-
operative sector was able to
intervene in the banking solu-
tions according to the needs of
the people. The services were
brought to the doorsteps, wel-
fare pensions were delivered to
households and the co-opera-
tive sector has undertaken
many projects for the people
during floods and epidemic
season.

He also lashed out at a pur-
ported campaign during the
Demonetisation period against
co-operative societies that it
was safe haven for black
money.        "Even with the RBI
license, permission was denied
to the district co-operative
societies to change the cur-
rencies. The banking sector,
which the common man relied
on was isolated and humiliat-
ed. Still the co-operative sector
survived and revived," Vijayan
said.

Earlier this year the union
government has created a
Ministry of Cooperation,
which the political parties in
Kerala had termed as an 'intru-
sion' into the federalism of the
country as the sector falls
under the state subject, as per
the Constitution. PTI
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From page 1
On the birth anniversary of Nehru, floral tributes are paid

to his portrait in the Central Hall of Parliament every year.
Besides Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge, Congress chief Sonia Gandhi, other members of
Parliament and MoS Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma were pre-
sent.

Nehru’s portrait was unveiled in the Central Hall of
Parliament House on 5 May, 1966 by the then President of
India Dr S Radhakrishnan Sonia offered floral tributes at
Shanti Vana in New Delhi, while several party leaders paid
glowing tributes on social media to the Congress stalwart.

Former Congress chief Rahul Gandhi posted a quote of
Nehru - “What we need is a generation of peace” - and said
remembering India’s first prime minister who greatly valued
truth, unity and peace.

Though there was no official word on the absence of
Naidu and Birla, a senior official said the Rajya Sabha
Chairman usually did not attend such functions at the Central
Hall.

A formal press release from the Lok Sabha Secretariat said,
“Minister of State in the Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma, Leader of Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, President, Indian
National Congress, Sonia Gandhi and Members of Parliament
and former Members of Parliament paid floral tributes at the
portrait of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in the Central Hall of
Parliament House on his birth anniversary.”

The statement also added that the Secretary-General of
Lok Sabha, Utpal Kumar Singh, and the Secretary-General
of the Rajya Sabha, PC Mody also paid floral tributes.

From page 1
Environment Minister

Gopal Rai said, “The Cabinet
and the officers held a joint
meeting to address the rising
levels of pollution in Delhi on
Saturday. Officers of the DPCC
held presentations which clear-
ly depict that Delhi is suffering
from two kinds of pollution -
One, which is Delhi’s own,
i.e., sourced from within Delhi
like vehicular emissions, con-
struction site fumes, waste
burning, etc. And two, the
incoming pollution as a result
of stubble burning from other
States.”

“The severity of the pollu-
tion was quite high yesterday,
compared to which today seems
a bit of a relief. However, it has
been estimated that the pollu-
tion levels are only going to
escalate in the coming days. The
Environment Department has
issued orders regarding this
today under the Environment
Protection Act of 1986. The only
exception will be made for
institutions already in the
process of conducting exami-

nations. Post this, we will review
the progress and make appro-
priate decisions. Third, all
offices, corporations and
autonomous agencies under the
Government of National Capital
Territory (GNCTD)  of Delhi
will remain shut till 17th
November and all officers will
be expected to work from home
for the week,” it said.

Emergency services like
health, police, PWD, DPCC,
district administration and oth-
ers were exempted. Rai said,
“However, any institutions pro-
viding emergency services will
be exempted from this order.
This includes health and all
related departments and ser-
vices, police, jail, home guard,
fire service, district adminis-
tration, DPCC, Environment
Department, Pay and Accounts
Office, Electricity Department,
PWD, Irrigation and Flood
Control Department, Water
Supply and Sanitation, Public
transport - air, railway, metro,
bus. Additionally, the services
supporting public transporta-
tion like cargo, ticketing, air
flight, disaster management ser-
vices, NIC, Municipal service,
etc. will also be exempted.”

From page 1
As regards the delivery schedule, Russia’s

Director of the Federal Service for Military-
Technical Cooperation (FSMTC) Dmitry Shugaev
told Sputnik news that the deliveries are going as
planned.   

“The supplies of the S-400 air defence system
to India have started and are proceeding on sched-
ule,” he said.

Incidentally, the delivery has begun just weeks
ahead of President Vladimir Putin’s visit to New
Delhi in the first week of December.

India made the first tranche of payment of
around USD 800 million to Russia for the missile
systems in 2019.  The S-400 is known as Russia’s
most advanced long-range surface-to-air missile
defence system.

Sources said Russia is delivering the first lot of
missiles to India via sea and air and the first
squadron schedule is likely to be over by the end
of the year.

The missile defence system is equipped with
four different missiles, which can engage enemy air-
craft, ballistic missiles, and Airborne Warning And
Control System (AWACS) planes at 400km, 250km,
the medium-range 120km and the short-range
40km.

Each S-400 system, known as a battery, con-
sists of long-range radar, target acquisition radar,
a command post vehicle, and two battalions of
launchers (each battalion has eight). Each launch-
er has four tubes.

From page 1
Sood also announced that for the

time being, he was not joining politics,
but will support his sister to serve soci-
ety in a better way.

Notably, Sood’s recent surprise
meeting with Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi, which lasted for
over two hours, had started the rumour
mill grinding over the possibility of his
holding the Congress’ “hand”.

Also, sometime ago, Sood had met
Delhi Chief Minister and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) national convener Arvind
Kejriwal, setting off speculation about
him joining politics. It was believed that
the Bollywood actor would join AAP,
which was looking for a strong Punjabi
face for the State Assembly polls, sched-
uled to be held early next year.

When asked about his recent meet-
ings with the Punjab Chief Minister and
his Delhi counterpart, Sood showered
praise on both of them, and addressed
them as “good people”. He said that the
leaders whom he met are wonderful peo-
ple, but he especially praised Channi,
calling him a very humble person.

At the same time, he added that he
would soon be meeting Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) president Sukhbir
Singh Badal, as he has vast experience
in politics. It is believed that by holding

meetings with leaders of all political par-
ties, Sood is exploring the best option
for his sister.

Sood recently came to the limelight
when he released a video stating that the
manifesto, where political parties make
a lot of promises, should be made a
sacred document, and parties must ful-
fil what they promise in a timely man-
ner.

When asked about issues that are
plaguing Punjab, the actor said that the
biggest problem of the State is unem-
ployment and linked it to drugs. “When
people do not get jobs, they take drugs.
We are already working on it,” he said.

He also stressed that the IT indus-
try should be promoted in the State in
a big way for generating employment
opportunities.

The actor also called for improving
the healthcare system in Punjab. “There
are several dispensaries in villages of
Punjab where nobody is there (for
patients). Sometimes in Government
hospitals, doctors and medicines are not
available. These things should be set
right,” he said.

On the ongoing farmers’ protest, the
actor said that it was necessary that the
farmers get their rights, asserting that
their issues should be resolved so that
they can return to their fields.
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Meena Thakur coughs non-
stop as she sits down on

the floor to have lunch near the
entrance of All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in
Delhi. Doctors say there has
been a "30 to 40 per cent
increase" in the number of peo-
ple coming to hospitals with res-
piratory problems.

"We have observed an
increase in the severity of asth-
ma attacks. Those with pre-exist-
ing respiratory issues are requir-
ing hospitalisation. These are
acute effects of the hazardous air
pollution in the city," said Dr
Vikas Maurya, head of
Pulmonology Department,
Fortis Hospital.

According to an analysis by
the DPCC, Delhiites breathe the
worst air between November 1-
15 every year.

“I was okay at home, but
developed a cold and cough after
coming to Delhi. There's smoke
all around. I will leave as soon
as my father is discharged from
hospital,” she says.           PTI
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The Delhi Traffic Police has
intensified its crackdown

against pollution violators and
those still plying old vehicles
with deployment of teams at
170 locations across the city,
officials said on Sunday.

The crackdown has been
undertaken to execute the city
Government's Winter Action
Plan against rising air pollution.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday in
a meeting had announced
emergency measures to deal
with the pollution crisis the city
is currently facing. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior traffic officials
among other departments' offi-
cials.

In the meeting, the CM
directed all concerned depart-
ments, including traffic, to
strictly enforce guidelines
issued to curb pollution.

"We are already working
on the winter action plan in our
bid to curb pollution. Since
October especially, our prior-
ities have been to prosecute

vehicles causing pollution relat-
ed violations,” a senior 

Delhi Traffic Police officer
said.

“We are impounding old
diesel and petrol vehicles and
also checking vehicles for valid
pollution under control (PUC)
certificates," the officer added.  

As part of its plan, the traf-
fic police has deployed its
teams at several locations
where checks are being done to
see if vehicles have a valid PUC
certificate or not.

"At each of the 170 iden-
tified locations across our traf-
fic circles, we have deployed
our teams at three different
spots. These teams check
whether a vehicle has a valid
PUC certificate or not. 
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The discoms in the city esti-
mate that putting the entire

high tension overhead power
network in the city under-
ground will cost �2,400 crore or
three times more than the cost
of insulating it, discom sources
said.

The majority of high ten-
sion wires in the city are already
underground or insulated, they
added.

Delhi is a very old city,
much of it is unplanned.
Despite this, a large part of the
critical electricity network is
insulated or underground. In
fact, areas which are planned
with a high density of popula-
tion have a higher percentage
of underground network, the
sources said.

On the other hand, rural
and semi-rural areas, with vast
open spaces have a higher
degree of overhead network.
Moreover, usually the old net-
works are overhead, and all the
new upcoming networks are
underground, LT voltage level
in general is an exception, they
said.

The Delhi Cabinet in a
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal ear-
lier this month approved a
policy to convert bare electric-
ity lines into insulated con-
ductors for protection to life
and property.

The Government said in a
statement that about 2,264km
of bare conductor network will
be converted into an insulated

network by the three discoms
— Tata Power Delhi
Distribution Limited (TPDDL),
BSES Yamuna Power Limited
(BYPL) and BSES Rajdhani
Power Limited (BRPL) in
Delhi.

Kejriwal had also said that
the government was working
on shifting all overhead elec-
trical wires underground.

Official figures show that
out of a total of 2,264 km of
electric wires, TPDDL will
convert 1,270 km into an insu-
lated network, BYPL 29 km
and BRPL 965 km. The discom
sources said in South and West
Delhi, BRPL has 6,926 km of
cables at the 11 kV level. Of
this, 5,888 km or 85 per cent is
underground and 73 km or one
per cent is overhead (insulat-
ed).

Just 965 km or 14 per cent
is over-head wire and uninsu-
lated.

In East and Central Delhi,
BYPL has 2,662 km of cables at
the 11 kV level. Of this, 2,636
km or 99 per cent is under-
ground and only 26 km or one
per cent is overhead uninsu-
lated, they said.

In TPDDL area of North
and North West Delhi, around
65 per cent of the cables is
underground at the 11 kV
level. Around 1,270 km is over-
head uninsulated, the sources
said.

Around �2,400 crore is
estimated to be required for
conversion of the entire exist-
ing high tension (HT) overhead
network to underground. 
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Seventeen people sustained
burn injuries after an LPG

cylinder caught fire and
exploded in a shanty in north-
west Delhi on Sunday morning,
officials said.

The incident took place in
Lal Bagh area of Azadpur and
the fire department said a call
about the blaze was received
around 10 am, they said.

However, no deaths have
been reported so far, the offi-
cials said. 

"We rushed three fire ten-
ders to the spot as per the call
received and found out that an
LPG blast occurred in a 25
yards shanty due to which we
were told that initially that
five people sustained burn
injuries," said Atul Garg,
Director, Delhi Fire Service.

According to police, five
houses got damaged due to
the blast, following which 17
people sustained burn
injuries.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Northwest) Usha
Rangnani said, "A PCR call
around 10.08 am was received
in Adarsh Nagar police station
related to fire in a house near
Lalbagh masjid, Azadpur due
to cylinder blast in which five
persons were injured."

However, on reaching the
spot, it was found that 17 peo-
ple sustained burn injuries and
were shifted to a hospital. 
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Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Sunday said

that the department has issued
a notification for effective
implementation of the emer-
gency measures announced by
the Government to tackle air
pollution.

He said that all schools,
libraries and institutions will
remain shut till November 20,
except for those where exams
are being conducted.

Construction and demoli-
tion activities will be banned till
November 17.

“In the order issued on late
Saturday night by the depart-
ment, we have clarified that
those schools or educational
institutions where exams are
already being conducted will
remain open. All other educa-
tional institutions will be closed
till November 20," Rai told
reporters in a press conference.

The notification issued by
the Environment Secretary of
the Delhi Government said
that all construction activities
will be closed till November 17
with immediate effect.

The notification said that
all offices of the Delhi
Government, autonomous

bodies and corporation will
remain closed till November 17
except those involved in emer-
gency services such as health
and family welfare, medical
establishments, police, envi-
ronment department, public
works department, fire depart-
ment, among others.

"The Government employ-
ees of all departments except
for those involved in emer-
gency services, will work from
home till November 17. We
have also issued advisory to pri-
vate firms to allow work from
home for their employees as
well," Rai said.

He said the main motive
behind all these emergency
measures is to reduce vehicu-
lar and dust pollution in Delhi.

The Minister said that the
Delhi Government will submit

a proposal on lockdown and its
modalities to the court on
Monday.

The notification issued by
the Government also said that
uninterrupted delivery of pub-
lic services shall be ensured by
all departments and agencies.

It directed all private offices
and establishments to allow
their staff work from home, so
as to ensure least vehicular
movement on roads till
November 17.After an emer-
gency meeting, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Saturday announced various
emergency measures, including
closure of schools and col-
leges for a week, ban on con-
struction activities and work
from home for government
employees, to deal with the pol-
lution crisis faced by the city.
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People living in JJ clusters in
Delhi will not have to stand

in queues for long for water
tankers as the Government
plans to install around 1,000
RO water vending machines
there by the end of next year
which will operate 24X7.

The water ATMs will be
installed on the existing tube
wells at Government facilities,
such as those belonging to the
Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board, a
Government official said.

The proposal comes ahead
of the Municipal Corporation
elections due in April 2022. 

"The work on the project
will get underway by April
2022 and will be completed by
December 2022," the official
said.

These water dispensing
systems will gradually replace
tankers which cause a lot of
inconvenience to people
dwelling in such clusters, he
said. “People in JJ clusters have
to wait in long queues for
hours for a tanker which
becomes empty within 15 min-
utes of reaching the area. 

Many times, the tanker
never reaches them. 

“Now, RO-filtered water
will be provided 24X7 through
these dispensing systems,” the
official said.

A 100 kilolitre dispensing
system will be installed for
every 500 households or 2,000

people, which means 250 to
200 litres of drinking water per
family per day.

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
is also considering providing a
card to each household so that
every family gets a fixed min-
imum quantity of water every
day.

“There will be a proper
mechanism to prevent overuse
of water. 

A fixed quantity will be dis-
pensed per household per day.
There will be no queues and
long waits as these vending
machines will operate 24X7,”
the official said.

With their installation,
water availability per household
also stands to increase.

According to the official,
a DJB tanker carries 3,000
litres of water and even if five
tankers are sent to an area per
day, people get a maximum of
15,000 litres. 

But here, one vending
machine will dispense 100,000
litres of water, he said.

Considering salary of dri-
vers, fuel, and other operational
and maintenance costs, it costs
the DJB Rs 150-200 to supply
1000 litres of water through
tankers. 

The cost per 1000 litres of
water through vending
machines will be much less, he
added.  Another official told
PTI on condition of anonymi-
ty that tankers waste a lot of
water in transit from one point
to another. 
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Sunday

urged residents of the nation-
al Capital to use bicycles or
buses to commute at least one
day in a month to reduce pol-
lution.

"To reduce pollution, the
foremost responsibility lies
with the Government to make
rules and regulations. Then the
industrial sector and thirdly, we
as individuals. Take out at least
a day to travel via cycle or bus,"
Sisodia said.

"People can ride a cycle at
least once a month to prevent
pollution and save the envi-
ronment for future genera-
tions," he also said during a
cycle rally at West Vinod Nagar,
Patparganj as part of the Delhi
Government's Raahgiri pro-

gramme. "Participated in
"Raahgiri" - a campaign to
promote safer & cleaner streets.
I would like to thank Raahgiri
Foundation for collaborating
with Delhi Government's
"Yudh Pradushan Ke Viruddh"
campaign. Such initiatives are
necessary to raise public aware-
ness about pollution," he tweet-
ed.

He said that the pro-
gramme would be held widely
across the city. "We are taking
Raahgiri to every corner of
Delhi. Initially, it will be orga-
nized at six locations in six
weeks. The message is to
reduce pollution on your part."

His remark came a day
after Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal-led Government
announced several measures to
handle the worrisome air qual-
ity conditions.
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Air quality improved from
severe to very poor on

Sunday due to wind speed.
According to SAFAR, stubble
burning contribution in PM 2.5
reduced to 12 per cent only.
From November 16 onwards,
air quality starts deteriorating
due to calm winds and MeT
factors.

According to the forecast
from the Air Quality Early
Warning System, the AQI will
continue to remain in the very
poor category till at least
Tuesday.

In its short range air qual-
ity forecast, SAFAR said that
AQI today indicated very poor
category and is likely to
improve for the next two days
as winds at transport level are
slowing down, resulting in
lesser intrusion of farm fires
related pollutants into Delhi.
However, calm local winds
reduce dispersion of pollu-
tants. Net effect likely to make
air quality remain very poor
category. The effective farm fire
count is almost the same like
Saturday, 3445 and its contri-
bution to Delhi's PM2.5 is 12
per cent.

"Implementation of lock-
down for the next  two days
with restrictions in anthro-
pogenic activity emitting pol-
lutants, air quality may improve

a little but likely to remain in
very poor category for the next
two days if stubble burning
share does not increase,"
SAFAR said.  "AQI is likely to
deteriorate from November 16
night onwards due to calm
wind conditions predicted by
SAFAR. On November 17 it is
likely to be in the upper end of
very poor category," it added
further.

Meanwhile, values of
harmful pollutants - Particulate
Matter (PM) 10 and 2.5 on
National Ambient Air Quality
Index (NAAQI), recorded at
267 and 143 micrograms per
cubic.

On Saturday, as the air
quality tagged in the severe cat-
egory, the city Government
had issued orders to shut
schools for a week and asked all

Government employees to
work from home in order to
protect the children. As
employees move to working
from home, the number of
vehicles on the road is expect-
ed to dip, thereby reducing
congestion.

Importantly, the IMD said
that city will see fog between
Monday and Saturday, as tem-
peratures will continue to dip.
On Sunday, the minimum tem-
perature recorded was 10.1
degree Celsius, three degrees
below normal. The maximum
is expected to be around 26
degree Celsius.

Gurugram: To curb Covid-19
infection in Gurugram the dis-
trict Health Department has
decided to implement the
Containment Plan.

For this, preparations are
being made to include three
areas in the Containment Zone.
These include South Close of
Nirvana Country, Chandra
Apartment Sector-55 and
Ridgewood Estate.

The Health Department
has recommended to the
Deputy Commissioner
Gurugram to include them in
the category of Containment
Zone. At present, there is no
containment zone in the dis-
trict.

According to the officials,
three people each from two
families living in the South
Close of Nirvana country have
been found infected with the
coronavirus.

Similarly, three members of
a family each living in Chandra
Apartment and Ridgewood
Estate have also been found
infected with the coronavirus.

According to officials, at
present, the infection situation
in the district is under control
and for this, it is planned to
include these three areas in the
Containment Zone.

After the creation of the
Containment Zone, all those
arrangements will be made to
prevent the spread of corona, as
per the guidelines.

However, the Officials said
that all the infected members
of these families are currently

healthy and contact tracing of
the people who came in contact
with them has also been done.
On the recommendation of
the Health Department, now
the orders of the Containment
Zone are yet to be issued by the
District Deputy Commissioner.

Meanwhile, during the last
13 days of November, the
health department has identi-
fied 109 covid patients.

Till 31 October, where
only 52 active corona patients
were left in the district, now the
number of active patients in the
district has been increased to
70.
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Delhi on Sunday recorded
36 fresh cases and one

death due to Covid-19 while
the positivity rate rose to 0.07
per cent, according to data
shared by the city health
department of the Delhi
Government.

The death toll due to the
coronavirus infection in Delhi
rose to 25,094. The national
capital has last reported two
Covid-19 death on Friday.
Four Covid-19 deaths report-
ed in October and five in
September.

Gurugram: A day after the
Delhi Government
announced its decision to
shut schools due to the air
pollution the Haryana
Government on Sunday
ordered closure of all schools,
private and Government, in
Gurugram, Faridabad, Jhajjar
and Sonipat till November
17.

According to the orders
Government and private
offices are advised to allow
work from home. There is a
complete ban on all con-
struction activities, use of
stone crushers and hot mix
plants in construction activ-
ities. Deputy Commissioners
have been directed to con-
stitute joint inspections teams
for enforcing the directions
and ensuring extensive
checking, monitoring and
action against the violators.

The air quality in the
National Capital Region
(NCR) is very hazardous and
falls into the 'severe catego-
ry' leaving people gasping for
fresh air on Sunday morning.

According to the MeT
department the air quality
index in the city is 400 plus,
which puts it in the 'severe
category.'                      SR
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The Economic Offences
Wing of Delhi Police has

arrested a person in connection
with selling a Trust property in
the national Capital's Chandni
Chowk area, an official said on
Sunday.

A police officer said that
Mukesh Tulsian, 59, has been
arrested for selling the Tulsian
Dharmshala Trust in Chandni
Chowk area at �35 lakh.
However, the market price of
the property has been estimat-
ed to be approximately �15
crore. Delhi Police said 'Tulsian
Dharmshala Trust' was found-
ed by late Jamna Dass along
with and five trustees including
accused Manoj Tulsian's father
Radhe Shyam.

Later, Radhey Shyam
became the managing trustee
of the Trust. After death, his
wife Pushpa Devi was appoint-
ed to the position. And later,
accused Manoj Tulsian became
the managing trustee in the
Trust. Contrary to the Trust's
provision that no property of
the Trust can be handed over
to anyone.

The accused impersonat-
ed himself as the grandson of
late Jamna Dass, founder of
Trust, and sold the property at
�35 lakh, the police said.

Police said that a case was
registered in this regard on the
complaint of one Sharwan
Agarwal on May 25.
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Liquor companies have urged
the National Democratic

Alliance (NDA) Government
in Bihar to end prohibition in
the State. It has also suggested
several steps to the Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar to
ensure his avowed goals of
helping women is achieved
without adverse fallouts of pro-
hibition. 

The Confederation of
Indian Alcoholic Beverage
Companies (CIABC), the apex
body of the Indian Alcoholic
Beverage Industry, in its letter
to the leaders of the NDA
constituents—Janata Dal
(United), Bharatiya Janata
Party, Hindustani Awam
Morcha (Secular) and
Viskassheel Insaan Party, have
pointed out that Bihar is pay-
ing a heavy price of the prohi-
bition policy in the form of
proliferation of unlawful and
spurious liquor, hooch
tragedies, rise of crime syndi-
cates and loss of legitimate
Government revenues. 

“Bihar’s growth and devel-
opment has been affected as the
State is losing out on revenue
from the legitimate liquor trade
which is pegged at around �

10,000 crore per annum,” it
said. The CIABC letter comes
in the wake of the recent hooch
tragedies which claimed over
40 lives in four districts. Since
the Nitish Kumar Government
imposed a ban on liquor in the
State in April 2016, around 150
people have lost their lives in
various hooch tragedies. Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has
called a high-level meeting on
November 16 over liquor ban
in the State.

The CIABC has urged
Kumar to end prohibition in a
manner that the Government is
able to get revenues for the
State’s development without
compromising on the desired
goals of the prohibition policy.
The CIABC has asked Mr
Kumar to direct liquor factories
to hire 50% of their workforce
as women which will lead to
economic self-reliance and
empowerment. 

The CIABC has also pro-
posed a special cess on sale of
liquor to fund alcohol de-addic-
tion & rehabilitation centres. It
has suggested penal com-
pounding of existing liquor-
related cases in order to cut
down the massive backlog as
well as to help the State earn
additional revenues to the tune

of �1,000 crores. The CIABC
has also suggested a State-run
wholesaling Corporation for
close monitoring and control
on the liquor trade in the State.

According to CIABC
Director General Vinod Giri:
“Prohibition has led to cre-
ation of liquor mafia. It has also
caused major damage to the
State’s economy and potential
investments, thus hitting job
creation. Revenue from liquor
sales used to be a major source
of revenue for the State exche-
quer. Bihar is missing out on an
annual revenue of around
�10,000 crore, forcing the State
towards debt crisis.” 

Giri noted that a recent
National Family Health Survey
2019-20 report had clearly stat-
ed that Bihar consumes more
liquor than Maharashtra, which
proves that prohibition has not
worked. Report also suggests
that 90% of illegal sale of liquor
is among poor and backward
people. Similarly, liquor-related
cases have not only badly affect-
ed judicial administration but
have also led to overflowing of
jails as there are over 4.5 lakh
liquor-related cases pending in
the State.

“Bihar’s loss has turned out
to be its neighbours’ gain as
liquor sales in border districts
of neighbouring States have
gone up. Further, thousands of
crores are being lost in addition
by Bihar as hotel, entertain-
ment, tourism and other allied
businesses have been hit by
prohibition. Prohibition is
known to have not worked ear-
lier in other States like
Haryana, Kerala and Andhra
Pradesh. Gujarat, by the way,
does not have a complete ban
as non-domiciles are permitted
alcohol through licensed
shops,” he added.
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In an effort to further
strengthen defence and

strategic ties between the two
countries, Army Chief General
MM Naravane will hold talks
with his Israeli counterparts on
bilateral issues during his visit
commencing Sunday.

The visit comes weeks after
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and Defence
Secretary Ajay Kumar trav-
elled to Israel to explore ways
to boost strategic ties. In
August, then IAF Chief R K S
Bhadauria had also travelled to
Israel.

“General MM Naravane
#COAS proceeded on a five-
day visit to #Israel.

The visit aims to further
strengthen strategic defence
cooperation between both
countries,” the Army said in a
tweet.

Officials said Naravane will
hold wide-ranging talks with
the top military brass of Israel
on boosting overall military
cooperation between the two
countries.

In reflection of growing
bilateral defence ties, India
and Israel on Tuesday last week
had inked an agreement to
jointly develop next-genera-

tion technologies and products
such as drones, robotics, arti-
ficial intelligence and quantum
computing.

India has been a major
buyer of Israel’s military hard-
ware. Israel has been supplying
various weapon systems, mis-
siles and unmanned aerial
vehicles to India over the last
few years.

In fact, Israel has emerged
as one of the biggest defence
partners of India since diplo-
matic ties were established
between the two countries in
early 1990s.
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The CBI has terminated
from service a head con-

stable posted in the headquar-
ters for alleged molestation of
a contractual cleaner under
Article 311 of the Constitution
without conducting an enquiry
against the accused personnel.

Four days after the incident
that occurred on September 24
at the fifth floor of the state-of-
the-art-agency headquarters at
Lodhi Road here, the CBI, the
premier investigation agency of
the country, registered the case
on September 29. The CBI is
also the National Central
Bureau (NCB) that represents
India to the Interpol for coor-
dination and correspondence.

Questions are being raised
on the propriety of the CBI tak-
ing the case itself instead of
handing it over to the Delhi
police. Interestingly, Section
120-B (criminal conspiracy)
has been imposed against the
only accused in the case.

The order of termination
against Head Constable Kewal
Ram posted with the Banking
Securities and Fraud Cell

(BS&FC) of the CBI  was
issued by the Superintendent of
Police (Personnel) on October
5 after he was satisfied that the
accused official had “conduct-
ed himself  in a manner unbe-
coming of a public servant
whereby he attempted to out-
rage the modesty of a female
(name withheld to maintain
secrecy) contractual employee
of M/s Impression Services
Pvt. Ltd.) contracted with  M/s
NBCC Services Ltd,) on
24.09.2021 when she was
attending to the work of clean-
ing and sweeping at the 5th
floor of CBI, HQ Building,” an
official said quoting from the
termination order.

Ram allegedly “misbehaved
with her and inappropriately
touched/groped her forcibly,”
the official said.

An FIR (First Information
Report)/RC (Regular Case in
CBI parlance) No.
34(A)/2021dated September
29, 2021 was filed by CBI’s
Anti-Corruption Branch
(ACB) on September 29 under
Section 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy) and 354 (outraging the
modesty of a woman). Ram

was arrested on October 3.
The accused personnel has

been terminated from service
under Article 311 of the
Constitution read with the
Rule 11 of the Delhi Special
Police Establishment
(Subordinate Ranks)
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1961 after the agency con-
cluded that “it is not reasonably
practicable to hold an enquiry
in the case for the reasons
recorded in writing.”

On the basis of the infor-
mation available and recorded
in writing, the CBI concluded
that activities of Head
Constable Kewal Ram are such
that his continuation in service
cannot be maintained as his
conduct is not in public inter-
est, officials said. 

The SP rank official is the
competent authority to dis-
miss, remove from service or
reduce the rank in the case of
the accused Head Constable.
Accordingly, Verma dismissed
him from service with imme-
diate effect and without any
pecuniary benefits with regard
to his dismissal, official further
said.
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The monsoon is over but
several parts of the country

especially southern States and
north west India have wit-
nessed heavy to heavy rainfall
since October which caused
loss of life and properties worth
hundreds of crores.  

Experts say a combination
of factors — delayed mon-
soon and development of low-
pressure areas at multiple places
— have resulted in these rain-
fall events in several states.
Collectively, these triggered
severe weather events over
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Delhi,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Odisha and West Bengal.
Besides,  these  months are also
considered  as active cyclone
season and rainfall in October
to December in southern India
due to the northeast monsoon
which takes shape between
October to December in the
region.

Several parts of Tamil

Nadu and Kerala have wit-
nessed heavy rainfall since
Saturday night and the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Sunday declared a
red alert in central Kerala dis-
tricts of Ernakulam, Idukki
and Thrissur for the day. This
is the third instance when
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and coastal
Andhra Pradesh have received
heavy rainfall since October
after the withdrawal of the
southwest monsoon.

The incessant showers have
left many regions in the state,
including its capital city
Thiruvananthapuram, inun-
dated. Kerala witnessed 51.3
mm rainfall as against the nor-
mal of 4.7 mm on Sunday.
Pattanamittia has received 109
mm rainfall, Trishur 87 mm,
Alappuzha received 73.8 mm
rainfall, Ernakulam 96 mm,
Kollam 83 mm and Kottayam
66 mm. Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu received 88 mm rainfall.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan in a Facebook post
asked everyone to be extra

vigilant in view of the risk of
landslides and other hazards
due to unseasonal rainfall.
Incessant rains caused minor
landslides and disruption of
train services in some parts of
Kerala on Saturday prompting
authorities to sound extreme
caution in hilly areas, river sides
and tourist centres.

As the heavy rain regime
triggered by an erstwhile
depression shifted base from
North Tami Nadu and interior
to South Tamil Nadu and
adjoining Kerala, the
Meteorologists are monitor-
ing the behaviour of a fresh
low-pressure area that popped
up over the South Andaman
Sea and adjoining Thailand
coast as predicted on Saturday.
It is not very usual for depres-
sions to form one after the
other in the Bay during this
time of the year, according to
meteorologists.

According to the IMD,
usually, whenever these systems
form during mid-November,
there are times that some of

these do end
up becoming
storms since
this period
happens to be
an active
Cyclone sea-
son.  The
IMD has
a l r e a d y
declared a
watch for a
fresh low-
pressure area
over the
S o u t h

Andaman Sea by Saturday and
hinted at its intensification.

The IMD data showed that
in north-west India, Uttar
Pradesh has received more
than 170 percent rainfall,
Uttarakhand 420 percent ,
Haryana 123 percent, Delhi 350
percent, Punjab 221 percent ,
Jammu and Kashmir 170 per-
cent and Rajasthan 73 percent
between October 1 and
November 13. Similarly, Kerala
received 90 percent excess rain-
fall, Karnataka 52 percent,
Tamil Nadu 53 percent and
Puducherry 82 percent during
the same period. In totality,
India received 121.1 mm rain-
fall as against the normal of 92
mm since October 1 so far. 

Dr Abhay Singh, a meteo-
rologist said that  “cyclonic
activity” is expected to keep
southern India wet. The trop-
ical cyclone activity in the
northern Indian Ocean (Bay of
Bengal and Arabian Sea) has
been remarkable since October.
While powerful Cyclone
Hudhud hit Andhra Pradesh
on October 12, Cyclone Nilofar
that rose from the Arabian Sea
weakened before it could hit
Gujarat. “Rain in October and

November is not unusual.
October is considered a month
for transition, during which the
southwest monsoon withdraws
and gives way to the northeast
monsoon that largely affects
southern peninsular India,
mainly on the eastern side,” he
said. The northeast monsoon
(NEM) is a monsoon confined
to parts of southern peninsu-
lar India like Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Kerala, coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema
and south interior Karnataka.

Kerala recorded the high-
est rainfall in 120 years between
October 1 and 28 due to recur-
ring cyclonic circulations and
unexpected changes in the
weather pattern. Last week,
Chennai received the heaviest
since 2015, was part of a for-
mation of a low pressure over
the Bay of Bengal.

A 2020 modelling study
done by researchers at the
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Chennai, said that apart
from the seasons, the ocean
“also plays a big part in these
extreme rainfall events”, con-
cluding that a study of these
“collective factors would lead to
more precise conclusions”.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday assured a

visiting BJP delegation that he
would look into their demand
for the reopening of Kartarpur
Sahib Corridor for the pil-
grims.

As Punjab is to go to polls
in a few months time, a num-
ber of political parties and
leaders are seeking reopening
of Kartarpur Sahib Corridor.

BJP delegation led by
party’s general secretaries
Dushyant Goutham, R P Singh
and Punjab unit president
Ashwini Sharma and other
Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir
and Delhi leaders met the
Prime Minister and submitted
a memorandum asking for the
reopening of the Kartarpur
Sahib corridor, which has been
shut since March last year due
to Covid-related restrictions.

Sharma said the Prime
Minister assured them that he
will look into their demand.
The BJP leaders are also expect-
ed to meet Union Home

Minister Amit Shah on
Monday.

A similar demand has been
made by the SGPC president
Bibi Jagir Kaur and former
Union Minister and Akali Dal
leader Harsimrat Kaur Badal
who have also written to the
Prime Minister demanding the
opening of the Kartarpur Sahib.

Punjab Congress president
Navjot Singh Sidhu has also
pressed for the reopening of the
religious corridor.

November 19 marks the

birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak and the second anniver-
sary of the opening of the
Kartarpur Sahib corridor,
which was inaugurated by
Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Imran Khan on the eve of the
550th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev on November
9, 2019.

Pakistan-India bilateral
agreement allows entry of 3,000
Indian Sikh pilgrims nto
Pakistan for Gurpurab cele-
brations.
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Marking the birth anniver-
sary of freedom fighter

Birsa Munda, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inaugurate
‘Birsa Munda Smriti Udyan
and Freedom fighter Museum’
at Ranchi, Jharkhand, on
Monday  via video conferenc-
ing.

Government has declared
that the birth anniversary of
Birsa Munda will be celebrat-
ed as ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas.’

In his Independence Day
Speech in 2016, the Prime
Minister emphasised the role
played by tribal freedom fight-
ers in India’s freedom struggle
and envisaged building muse-
ums, dedicated to the memo-
ry of the brave tribal freedom
fighters, so that coming gener-
ations would be able to know
about their sacrifices for the
country, according to Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO).

The Ministry of Tribal
Affairs has so far sanctioned
construction of 10 tribal free-
dom fighter museums. These
museums will cherish the
memories of tribal freedom
fighters from various States

and regions.
The Museum has been

built in association with the
State Government of
Jharkhand at the Old Central
Jail in Ranchi, where  Birsa
Munda had sacrificed his life.

It will serve as a tribute to
his sacrifice for the nation and
tribal communities. The muse-
um will play an important role
in preserving and promoting
tribal culture and history. It will
also demonstrate the way the
tribals struggled for protecting
their forests, land rights, their
culture and would show their
valour and sacrifices, vital for
nation building, the statement
said.

Along with Munda, the
museum will also highlight
other tribal freedom fighters

associated with different move-
ments such as Shahid Budhu
Bhagat, Sidhu-Kanhu,
Nilambar-Pitambar, Diwa-
Kisun, Telanga Khadiya, Gaya
Munda, Jatra Bhagat, Poto H,
Bhagirath Manjhi, Ganga
Narayan Singh.

Museum will contain a 25-
feet statue of Munda and 9 feet
statues of other freedom fight-
ers of the region as well.

Smriti Udyan has been
developed in neighbouring 25
acres and it will have a musi-
cal fountain, food court, chil-
dren park, infinity pool, garden
and other entertainment facil-
ities.

The Union Minister for
Tribal Affairs, Arjun Munda,
will also be present during the
event. 
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Pilibhit (UP): A 16-year-old
girl was allegedly raped and
killed in this district of Uttar
Pradesh, a police official said
on Sunday.

The incident took place on
Saturday in a village under the
Barkhera police station limits,
police said. 

The teen had left for her
tuition classes on Saturday
morning. When she did not
return her home in the night,
her family members started a
search for her and contacted the
police, SP Dinesh Kumar said.

Police found the body of
the girl in a naked state in a
sugarcane field close to her vil-
lage, the SP said.

There were a number of
injury marks on the body and a
piece of cloth was found stuffed
into her mouth, police said.
Her books, bag, cycle and shoes
were found lying a few metres
away from the body, police said.

Four beer bottles, snacks and
cigarette butts were also recov-
ered from the spot, they said.

The family members of the
minor have alleged that she was
gang raped. Police said all angles,
including that of gang rape, are
being probed and it cannot be
ruled out. Six people have been
detained and are being interro-
gated, they said. PTI
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Chief Justice of India N V
Ramana on Sunday said

the mind of the Indian judi-
ciary can be known to millions
largely through the actions of
trial courts and district judi-
ciary and therefore, nothing is
more important than to 'pre-
serve, protect and promote'
the independence and integri-
ty of the judiciary at all levels. 

He said the Indian judi-
ciary has always remained in
the forefront of shaping the
welfare state and the decisions
of the constitutional courts of
the country have enabled social

democracy to thrive. 
Speaking at the valedicto-

ry function of Legal Awareness
and Outreach Campaign under
the aegis of the National Legal
Services Authority (NALSA),
the Chief Justice said, “Despite
our being a part of a welfare
state, benefits are not trickling
down to the intended benefi-
ciaries at the desired levels.
People's aspirations about lead-
ing a dignified life are often met
with challenges. One of them,
primarily, being poverty”. 

“The mind of the Indian
judiciary can be known to mil-
lions largely through the
actions of the Trial Court and

the District judiciary. For an
overwhelming majority of lit-
igants, what is real and existing
is only the district judiciary.
Without robust justice delivery
system at the grassroot level, we
cannot imagine a healthy judi-
ciary. Therefore, nothing is
more important than to pre-
serve, protect and promote the

independence and integrity of
the judiciary at all levels,” he
said. 

CJI Ramana, who was
addressing chief justices and
judges from high courts for the
first time in non-virtual mode,
said, “Together, we have been
handling the responsibilities
entrusted to us by the consti-
tution with utmost sincerity
and commitment. The
immense trust reposed by the
public at large upon the judi-
ciary, as a last resort of hope,
stands testimony to this fact.
The Supreme Court and the
high courts are hugely con-
scious of the constitutional

scheme, which is honoured in
letter and spirit by all of us”. 

He urged the judges that
since decisions of the consti-
tutional court have a huge
social impact, they should be
easily comprehensible and
must be written in simple and
clear language. 

“Today, I can state that we
all have sincerely worked to live
up to the aspirations of the
framers of our constitution.
The Indian judiciary has always
remained in the forefront in
shaping this welfare state. The
decisions of the constitutional
courts of this country have
enabled social democracy to

thrive,” he said in the pro-
gramme which was attended by
Union Minister of Women and
Child Development Smriti
Zubin Irani.

CJI Ramana said the abil-
ity of constitutional courts to
function with absolute inde-
pendence and necessary bold-
ness in the face of adversity
defines the character of the
institution.  

“Our ability to uphold the
constitution sustains our
impeccable character. There is
no other way to live up to the
faith of our people,” he said,
adding that the stark divide
between haves and have nots is

still a reality and “no matter
how many cherished declara-
tions we successfully arrive it,
in the face of poverty, inequity
and deprivations, it will all
seem pointless”. 

The Chief Justice of India
said this is where initiatives like
the intensive awareness cam-
paign launched by NALSA on
Gandhi Jayanti assume impor-
tance and these schemes and
activities of NALSA act as a
necessary bridge ensuring
access between the benefactor
and the beneficiary.  

Emphasising on the role of
high courts, the CJI said it
assumes great importance as

they are entrusted with the duty
to supervise and oversee the
functioning of all the other
courts in the state.  

“The state judiciary, being
closely associated with the peo-
ple, has to be sensitive and
aware about their problems
and practical difficulties. In
particular, it needs to be cog-
nizant about both victims as
well as accused, and must facil-
itate their emergency needs. 

After all, the law needs to
operate humanely. Remember,
it is the trial court which is
approached first by a woman in
distress, a child in need of care,
or an illegal detenue,” he said.
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Delhi Commission For
Women (DCW) chief

Swati Maliwal wrote to
President Ram Nath Kovind on
Sunday urging him to with-
draw the Padma Shri, India's
fourth highest civilian award,
bestowed on actor Kangana
Ranaut for her remarks alleged-
ly belittling the country's
Independence.

Ranaut on Thursday had
kicked off a row by saying India
attained "real freedom" in 2014,
apparently referring to the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment assuming power, and
describing the country's
Independence in 1947 as
"bheek" (alms).

Maliwal, in her letter, said
the actor had "made certain
outrageous statements dis-
gracing the great freedom fight-

ers of the country".
The DCW chief also

demanded sedition charges
against the 'Queen' actor. 

"These statements reflect
her hatred for our great free-
dom fighters like Mahatma
Gandhi, Bhagat Singh and
countless others who laid down
their lives for the nation! We all
know that our nation got its
Independence from British rule
through ultimate sacrifices and
martyrdom of our great free-
dom fighters," she wrote.

Highlighting that Ranaut's
statements have hurt the sen-
timents of millions of Indians
and are "seditious" in nature,
she urged the president to
"kindly take cognizance of the
matter and withdraw the
Padma Shri honour bestowed
upon Ms Ranaut".

"I also request you to kind-
ly ensure that an FIR is regis-
tered against her on charges of
sedition. I hope that you will
uphold the sentiments of crores
of Indians and do the needful
in the matter," Maliwal stressed.

The DCW chief said
Ranaut, "through her insensitive
and thoughtless lies", had
demeaned and belittled "the
sacrifices of millions of Indians
who participated" in various
movements such as the revolt of
1857, the Champaran Satyagrah,
the Khilafat Movement, the
Quit India Movement, the

Dandi March and the Non
Cooperation Movement among
several others.

"How can we forget the
thousands who had assembled at
the Jallianwala Bagh to protest
against British rule and the mas-
sacre that followed? Are these
chapters in our history a 'bheek'?"
Maliwal sought to know.

She also pointed out that it
was not a stray incident by the
actor and that "Ranaut appears
to not be of sound mind".

"She habitually spews
venom against people of her
own country and has repeat-
edly used vile language to
attack those she does not agree
with. Her behaviour is in no
way befitting of the recipient of
the highest award in the coun-
try and is also an insult to the
stalwarts who received the
award with and before her,"
Maliwal added.

Pathanamthitta/Idukki (Ker):
With heavy rains lashing vari-
ous parts of the state since
Saturday night, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Sunday declared a
red alert in central Kerala dis-
tricts of Ernakulam, Idukki
and Thrissur for the day.

The heavy rains led to
water level in various dams in
the state rising to the red alert
mark, prompting the govern-
ment to open one of the shut-
ters of Cheruthoni dam of
Idukki reservoir in the after-

noon.
Kerala Water Resources

Minister Roshy Augustine, in a
Facebook post, said that in view
of heavy rains in southern
parts of the state, it  has been
decided to raise the shutters of
the dam by 40 centimetres at
2.00 PM to control the rising
water level there.

The water level of the
Idukki reservoir at 10.00 AM
was at 2398.80 feet, close to the
red alert mark of 2399.03 feet.

The water level in various
places along the Periyar was

seen to be rising during the
heavy rains in the morning,
according to the state govern-
ment.

The heavy rains inundated
roads in several parts of south-
ern Kerala, which also saw
landslides in some parts.

Adding to this, the Tamil
Nadu government on Sunday
morning announced that the
water level in the Mullaperiyar
dam reached 140 feet, indicat-
ing the likelihood of its shutters
being also opened if the water
continues to raise. PTI
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More than 400 per cent
increase in cyber crime

cases committed against chil-
dren was reported in 2020 in
comparison to 2019, with most
of them relating to publishing
or transmitting of materials
depicting children in sexually
explicit act, according to the lat-
est NCRB data.

Top five States reporting
cyber crimes against children
are: Uttar Pradesh (170),
Karnataka (144), Maharashtra
(137), Kerala (107) and Odisha
(71), the National Crimes
Record Bureau data stated. 

Among the 842 cases of
online offences, 738 cases were
about publishing or transmit-
ting materials depicting chil-
dren in sexually explicit act.

As the NCRB 2020 data
reveals, there is a sharp rise
(over 400 per cent) in cyber
crimes (registered under the
Information Technology Act)
committed against children in
comparison to the last year. 

In 2019, 164 cases of cyber
crimes against children were
reported while in 2018, 117
cases of cyber crimes were
committed against children

and 79 such cases were regis-
tered in 2017.

Even though the number
of cyber crime cases commit-
ted against children in 2020
remain small, its rise from
2019 is alarming. 

Puja Marwaha, CEO, CRY-
Child Rights and You, said
while spending more time on
internet for accessing education
and other communication pur-
poses, children have also
become more vulnerable to
multiple risks, particularly in
the contexts of online sexual
abuse, grooming or sexual
solicitation, sexting, exposure
to pornography, production
and circulation of child sexual
abuse material, cyber-bully-
ing, online harassment and
cyber-victimisation, and many
other privacy-related risks.

"While there is little evi-
dence to ascertain the scale of
the impact of the epidemic
containment measures on
online abuse and exploitation

of children, closure of schools
and children's increased expo-
sure to the online space may
have had serious implications
on the increased online risks
experienced by them," she
added.

During the Covid pan-
demic, measures taken to con-
tain the spread of the pandemic
have resulted in closure of
schools and movement to vir-
tual learning environments.
Children also spent more time
online for entertainment, social
and educational purposes,
whilst not necessarily being
aware of any associated risks.

According to the UNICEF
report (2020), 13 per cent of
children and people aged 25
years or less in South Asia
accessed the internet at home.
The report also states that in
lower-middle income coun-
tries only 14 per cent school-
age children (3-17 years) have
internet access at home.

However, there is no con-
clusive data available in the
public domain to ascertain the
numbers of children accessing
the internet for education and
other purposes across India,
especially during the pandem-
ic.
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Communist Party of India
(Maoist)’s Central

Committee Member (CCM)
Milind Teltumbade, who car-
ried a bounty of �50 lakh on his
head, and two Divisional
Committee Members ( DVMs)
were among 26 Maoists –
including six women – gunned
in a massive encounter with the
special anti-naxal commandos
of the Gadchiroli police in
eastern Maharashtra on
Saturday.

Fi f t y - s e ve n - ye ar- o l d
Teltumbade was the leader of
Tipagad and Korchi naxal
dalams and also Vistar Platoon,
was the brother-in-law of
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi pres-
ident and former MP  Prakash
Ambedkar and the brother of
human rights activist and
scholar Anand B Teltumbde of
Yavatmal, who was among the
“urban Maoists’ arrested in
connection with the Elgaar
P a r i s h a d - c u m - B h i m a -
Koregaon case in early 2018.
Anand  is currently lodged at
the Taloja Jail in Raigad district.

A day after as many as 26
Maoists were killed the second
biggest encounter between the
outlawed naxalites operating in

Gadchiroli district and securi-
ty forces, Superintendent of
Police Ankit Goyal on Sunday
identified two DVMs killed in
the fierce gun battle as
Commander Lokesh alias
Mangu Podyam of Company
No. 4 and Commander Shivaji
Ravji Gota alias Mahesh.
Lokesh and Mahesh carried
bounties of �20 lakh and �15
lakh respectively on their heads.  

Apart from CCM Milind
Teltumbade, Madkam and
Gota, other prominent Naxal
operatives gunned down in
the encounter with the elite
commandos of the Special
Operation Squad (C-20) and
Special Action Group (SAG)
set up to fight the Maoists,
were: two naxal commanders
Kishan alias Jaiman of Korchi
Dalam and Sannu alias Kovachi
of Kasansur Dalam – both of
whom carried bounties of Rs 8
lakh each.  

The other Naxal opera-
tives eliminated in Saturday’s
gun battle included:  Manso
Sukhram Boga alias Vimla,
Dalsu Raju Gota alias Bandu,
Dalpat Lalsai Kachlami alias
Pramod, Musakhi alias Kosa,
Sadhu Sonu Boga alias Prakash,
Lacchhu, Dilip Hirooram
Tulayi alias Navluram (Rs.4

lakh each) and Chetan Pada �2
lakh).

Of the 26 Maoist killed in
the encounter, there were six
women.  One of the female
Maoists was identified as
Vimala alias Imla alias Kamala
alias Manso Sukhram Boga
Guard of Milind Teltumbade,
while five other women remain
unidentified. Similarly, six
other Male Maoists have not
been identified yet.

Meanwhile, the police have
recovered a huge cache of arms
and ammunition -- including
five AK-47 rifles, one AKM-
UBGL, nine SLRs, three .303
rifles, nine 2.2 single bore , one
Insaas rifle, one pistol and
explosives in huge quantities –
from the forests where the fierce
gun battle took place between 6
am and ended at 3.30 pm.

“The gun battle between
police and the naxalites that
began at 6 am continued for
approximately nine and half
hours and ended at around
15:30 hrs. Sensing mounting
police pressure, the Maoists fled
away from the place of incident
taking cover under the thick for-
est,” Gadchiroli’s Superintendent
of Police Ankit Goyal said.

Goyal said that the
encounter with the Maoists took

place when the commandos
were conducting search opera-
tions in the forest of Mardintola,
which comes in the limits of
Gyrapatti forests in Korchi talu-
ka of Gadchiroli district. The
Maoists had gathered there to
plan strategies to fight the secu-
rity forces in the backdrop of an
upcoming "naxal week" and
also to undertake subversive
activities in the area. “Ninety to
100 hidden armed naxalites
opened indiscriminate fire in the
direction of the commandos
with the intention of killing
them and thereafter snatching
away their arms and ammuni-
tion,” the Gadchiroli SP said.

Saturday’s was the second
biggest-ever encounter in terms
of naxal casualties  –after the
twin-operations that took place
on April 22, 2018 in which 40
Maoists – including 20 women
– were killed in the twin anti-
naxal operations.

While 33 Maoists were
killed in the first encounter
undertaken jointly by the C-60
commandos of the Gadchiroli
police and personnel from bat-
talion 9 of Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) in Boria-
Tadgaon jungle of Bramhagad
tehil on the morning of April
22, 6 left extremists were

gunned down in the second
operation carried out by the C-
60 commandos in Ninar jungle
of Jamalghatta sub-division in
Gadchiroli district on the fol-
lowing evening.

Later on April 28, 2021,
one highly decomposed body
of a Maoist from the Indravati
river bed, taking the toll in the
much-discussed twin naxal
encounters to 40.

The significance of the twin
encounters could be seen from
the fact that four of the five
Maoist Divisional Committee
(DVC) members of south
Gadchiroli unit were eliminat-
ed in the twin encounters.

Saturday’s encounter comes
on the heels of fierce gun bat-
tle in the deep forests of Kotmi
in Etapalli taluka of Gadchiroli
district on May 21, 2021, in
which 13 Maoists, including 7
women, were killed.

After that gun-battle that
lasted for more than 90 min-
utes, the elite C-60 commandos
of the Anti Naxal Squad (ANS)
of the Gadchiroli police had
recovered a huge cache of arms,
ammunition and explosives,
including one AK-47 rifle, SLR,
Carbine, 303 and 12 bore rifles
and an Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) from the spot.
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karma in the past. He is
unlikely to blame the rich for
having exploited him or his
family. Which explains why
Hindus are not a revolution-
ary people, but a tolerant
culture and not easily
excitable to violence. Despite
the widespread poverty in
1947, communism did not get
a countrywide response while
the Chinese went red faster
than a river of blood. Beijing
has only two close allies,
North Korea and Pakistan; it
has annoyed the rest of the
world. Can we ascribe this
phenomenon to the paucity
of faith or religion? Pakistan
has pulled a curtain over its
conscience due to national
poverty. Or else Islamabad
would not be the running ter-
rier of a civilisation that is tor-
turing and butchering broth-
er Uighurs in Xinjiang.

Hinduism is based on
‘inductive logic’ which has no
assumed premise; in fact, it
has no premise at all. It rises
from the ground upwards; the
reasoning moves up until a
conclusion is arrived at. To
illustrate briefly, suppose four
Hindus happen to meet and
discuss a rose. The northern-
er says roses are only red. The
southerner asserts they are
only white. The Hindu from

eastern India reports that he
has seen only pink roses. On
the other hand, the person
from Maharashtra believes
that the flower under discus-
sion is yellow. There is likely
to be a debate and the reso-
lution might be that in each
area the colour differs.
Therefore, roses can have
four colours depending on
the soil; just because one has
not seen it does not mean that
a colour does not exist. A
staunch Abrahamic would
adjudge that roses can be, say,
only red; the rest are proba-
bly weeds or possibly breeds
of other flowers, not roses.
This is a sample of ‘inductive
logic’ in contrast to the
deductive approach.

As far as I know, the word
‘Hindutva’ was first used by
Rajnarain Bose, the grandfa-
ther of Sri Aurobindo, in
1863. It only means
Hinduness. I have recently
written a book called The
Grammar of Hindudom,
rather like Christianity and
Christiandom. There are no
differences except of empha-
sis and context. Hindutva is
used in the political sphere
whereas Hindudom is writ-
ten when dealing with the
socio-economic-cum-politi-
cal comprehensiveness.

Remember, this is the only
ideology which has grown
from the soil and under the
sky of Asia. All others are
alien. Marxism was written
on a desk in the British
Museum library by a German
in the mid-19 th century.
Capitalism was formalised by
Adam Smith in the 18 th cen-
tury. Fascism or class collab-
oration was conceived in
Italy after World War I. Prof
Alfredo Rocco set forth the
gist of the ideology leading to
class collaboration in 1925 at
Perugia. It was felt that cap-
italism had proved inade-
quate and unfair to the poor
whereas communism was
considered dysfunctional.
Hence all the classes should
combine to pull the society
forward. The industrialists
should be fair to their work-
ers. If the latter felt dissatis-
fied, they should litigate but
not go on strike. The young
village men should get jobs as
soldiers. To occupy them,
when possible, the State
should try to conquer terri-
tory abroad. An occasional
war would generate demand.

(The writer is a 
well-known columnist, an
author and a former member
of the Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Since race, language, caste, religion,
nationality and sex are nothing but mere
“accidents of destiny”, and only human-
ity is the supreme truth; never do I feel
proud or ashamed of my demographic
credentials. But I indeed feel ashamed of
my religion if Hindutva gets systematical-
ly projected as the epitome of Hinduism.
If Hinduism means “discovering” the
Saraswati river and promoting one and
only Gita-Ganga-Ram at State's expense,
and that too, by eradicating all sorts of cul-
tural diversity in this heterogeneous
country; if Hinduism means distortion of
history and claiming Rana Pratap as “vic-
torious” at Haldi Ghati; if Hinduism
means non-recognition of religious iden-
tities of non-Hindus by claiming “All
Indians are Hindus”  — then I hate to call
myself a Hindu.

However, the Hindus who are
humanitarian, believe in the Hinduism of
Raja Rammohan Roy and Vidyasagar,
who had dedicated their lives for prohi-
bition of the practice of Sati and eman-
cipation of Hindu widows and girls
respectively. True Hindus believe in the
Hinduism of Mahatma Gandhi who
never misused the name of Ram for com-
munal gains and rendered a yeoman's ser-
vice for the upliftment of the tortured peo-
ple lying “low” in “caste hierarchy”. True
Hindus religiously follow the ideal of
Ramakrishna Paramahansa and Swami
Vivekananda who had always professed
and practically implemented equality of
all religions.  

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — November 14, 2021, observed the
132nd birth anniversary of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister
of independent India. The occasion is cel-
ebrated across the nation as Children's
Day (Bal Divas), as he was very popular
among children and thus received the
sobriquet of ‘Chacha (uncle). Nehru was
one of the most well-known figures of pre
and post-independent India. He was a
national leader, statesman, eminent
thinker, freedom fighter, prolific writer

and one of greatest proponents of parlia-
mentary democracy. 

He was a leader who had a grand
vision for India and laid the foundation
of modern India and left his indelible
mark in every area he chose to tread in
life. He was a passionate advocate of edu-
cation for India's children and youth, he
believed if India has to become a mod-
ern nation, education is essential for
India's future progress. Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, philosopher and the
second President of India, had said that
Nehru can be regarded as the founder of
the modern Indian State. 

Ramesh G Jethwani  | Bengaluru
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Sir — A few days ago, media reports
raised an important concern about the
increasing COVID-19 waste in ocean
and sea beds. It is important to note that
people are dumping the COVID-asso-
ciated plastic waste directly into water
bodies.  So far, we have hardly developed

any dedicated COVID-19 related waste
management system in India. About
25,000 tonnes of COVID plastic has
already been dumped in water, as per
reports. This means that our oceans and
other water bodies are getting polluted
with Coronavirus debris and infectious
leftovers. 

We must think about the marine
ecosystem.  Many fishes have been found
dead after getting trapped in hand gloves,
and face masks have been found inside the
stomachs of dead penguins. Plastic face
shields and empty sanitiser bottles can be
easily found floating on sea surfaces. The
Government must develop state-of-the-
art COVID waste management systems
for dedicated disposal without damaging
marine ecosystems. We can't endanger
aquatic organisms just to get rid of the
trash that we only created. 

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Anyone who believes in
karma in the frame-
work of her/his dhar-
ma is a Hindu. The

dharma of a soldier varies from
that of a pujari; that of a doctor
is different from a tailor’s. The
dharma of a king or ruler is an
onerous one compared to that of
a shopkeeper. The former’s
integrity is all-important for it
would affect the whole country
and its people, rather than jus-
tifying corruption by asking:
“Which country in the world is
free from corruption?” The
questioning Prime Minister
claimed to be a Hindu and
invariably wore a string of
rudraksha. For a dominantly
Hindu country, to tolerate such
ignorance at the peak of its soci-
ety is disgraceful.

The lack of full Hindu
awareness could be attributed to
the Abrahamic influence over
our civilisation. First, it was the
Islamist invasions of Mahmud of
Ghazni, then of Mohammed
Ghori and so on. Much later was
the arrival, followed by con-
quest, of the Christian East
India Company. In between,
Jews shipped in peacefully. Then
was the growth of Marxists
who have had a substantial
influence on Indian thinking,
especially the educated classes.
Apart from politics, academics
also influences thinking, often
much more.

The mix of Abrahamic and
Hindu ideas on faith is a sad
mismatch. The former four
—Judaism, Christianity, Islam
and Marxism — are scriptured
on ‘deductive logic’ where an
assumed premise is given. For
example, my god is so-and-so
and he is the only god. Or, there
is no god; religion is the opium
of the masses. Having pre-
scribed such a premise, the
deductive reasoning proceeds
virtually flawlessly in all cases
because it is deduced from an
assumed premise.

Hinduism has no such
assumed premise. Karma is very
similar to the reasoning in
physics where every action has
an equal and opposite reaction.
Every karma causes bhagya, or
fate, sooner or later. An illiter-
ate peasant would ascribe his
poverty to his unfortunate

SOUNDBITE

(���	����������
�
��������
��
�����������
���
������������
�

���L�����������	���
���L����

���.;�. �����.".��%�
G&
��
���1������	

7�
��
��%�
���)	
0����*����	�����
�����������
��
�
������	����������

�(%�����
	���������
	������
�

��2�;����(.�&'"
G*������������

7����
��7�����	��
����
��	��	������
�������
�
��	��

�
���	����
���������������
���
��� ��	�"�	����������

��'�.':��(�.�
G������7��


������	��	���()�����	��
�	��	�
	��
	�
������	�
����	��	#����	 ����	#�
	#����	�����
��	����	*
"�����
��	��	+��������,	�����	��
	�
�������	��	����	�
����	����	�����
*-�	�����,	�
���
�	������	����
	����	������	����
	���	���
�	���
�	��
	���(�����

���������	����
��	�
���
�	�	��������
	�
����	���	��
	����
�	����	���������	��������	#�

�����������	��	����	�
���	��	 ��������	.�����������	���	�������	%�����	�������	��	����
��	/�
����	��	�������
	�
��	������
�	�������	������	���	��		�
��	���	��
	�
����

�
����	�������
�	����	$�����	���	#��������	������������	��
�	�
���
	�
���
	��
��
������
�	������
	��������	0��	��
	����
��	���	�����
�	����
	1234�	��
�	 ��
��
�()�����
���	�
���
	��
	5�������	������	�
����&	��	#����	 ���	��	�
�
���	���	/�
����	��	���(

��������	#�
	 ����
���	-�������	�����	�������
�	��

�
�
������	������	��
�
	�������	���	�
���
	�	�����(
���
	��	/�
����	���	�����������	����������	+���
	1234�
���
�����	��������	����
���	��
	���	���	���	��	
��
���	��
	
����
	�������������
	��
�	���
��	-���	��������(
���
��	 ������	 ���	 ����	 �����	 �
����	 ����
��
�
���
�	 ��������
��	���	/�
����	 �
�
���
�	�	�����
�����	6��
�
��	��	�����	�
	�����	��	����	��	��	��
�(
�
��
�	�
�
����
��7	��	���	�	������	����	���	����(
���	 ��	 ����
�	 ��	 ��
	 -
���&�	 ��������
�	 ���
�
���
	������	���
	�

�	����
�	���	�����
��

8��
����������	������	���	���
��������	���

�
���
	������	
�
���	��	/�
����&�	���
�����	9��������	���	����
�	��
	#����	 ���
%��
���
��	��	����	��	122:	����	��
	+���
	�������&�	��������
�	���	�
���
	������
�

�	���
����
	���
������	�	�����
�
����
	����	�������������	��
	%�����	$����������
+��
�	���	���
��	;
��
�	��	��	��
	���������	��
�
	��������
�	���	�
���
	������
�
�	���
�	���	<�	��	��������	��	���
	����	
�
�	���
�	31	
���	��	��
	��������	��	������
���	�

�	���
�	�	��
	���������
�	����
��
�	��	�
����	����	�
�
��	�����	�����	���

����	�����	�	�
�	�����
�	����
�	���	���
�	��
�����	���
��	/��
�	-�����
�	-=	+�����
��	��	������
�	��	��
�
	����
�	��	�
	���	��
	-�����
�	���	>����	�
�
����
��	*122?
��	1233,	���	�	����
�	-���	��	��
	/�
����	-��������	/�����������	6
	���	�����(
��	
��
��
��
	���	�����
��
	��	��
	�
����
���
�	��������	����	�������	�
��������	�����
���	�	����	�
������	��	�
���	�	��
	�
��	 ����
���	-�������	��
	�
��
���	���
��	/�
����
�����	���
	��	
�����
��	�������
	��������	#�
	-
���	��	��
��
�	����	�	@22(��	�����
�
�����	���	��
	%��
���
��	�

��	��	��
	��	��	����	���
������

<�	�	�����	�	�
��������	��	�	���	��	���
�����	����	��
	����	��
	
�
���
�	���	��

�����
��	���	��	
����
	����	��	�
����	��	�
����
�	��	������
A	#�
	
�����
	�������
�
�
���	�
���
�	��	��
	-����	$���
��	6���	/�����	���	��	������	
�������
	��
	+���
�


/����	��	�
�����	�
�����	������
����	���
���	��	���������
��
	��	����	��	������	��	��

�����	��	�
��
��
�	�	��
	��	�
����	��	�
	���	��	��
	�������B	C#�
	�
������
�	����	���(
����	��
	��������	�
����
	�����	
����
��
	��	��	�
���	�
����
	��	�
���
�������	���	��

�����	����	���	
��
�����	��	��������
��	�	��
	�
������
��	#�
�
	������	�
	�	�
����	��
��
	������	��	��
	��������	�������
�	��	��
	�����	
�
�	���

	�������	��	��������(
���	��	�������	���
�	��
	������	���	�
�	���	��
	�
�
����	��	�����	#�
	�
������
�	���	��

��

���	��	�����	��
	��������	��	�	����
	��	���	�����
	*��������
�	����	6����,�D	#���	��
����	��	�	����	���
�	�	)�����
	�����	$�����	��	��
	%������	0
���	��	��
	6���	/�����

#�
	���
	��	���	�
���
�	��	
�������
����	�
���������
���	���
	��	�	������	#�
	�����
��	��	3E(
��(����
��	�����
�	���
�	+
������	F?F�	F@?*1,*�,	*�
�
��(

�	���
	��	��
	���
	�����,�	FG1	���	F1F	��	<$/
���	+
�����	4�?	��	$9/+9	����	#�
	�����
�	����
�
��	���	�	����
	���
	����	��	��
	���
	��
����	������
����	��	���
	���	�	�����
	��	C�����
	����
�����	��
����
	 ���	 ����

��	 *���,D�	 6
	 ������
�	 ��	 �����
��������	��	����	��	���	�
����
�

#�
	 ����
	 �����
�	 ���	 �����	 ����	 9����
�	 1E�
�����
�	���	��	�����	���������	���
�����	�
	���

�
�

�
�	�	�����
B	C#���	���
�����	��	���
	�	����

�����	��	�	�
��	���
	��	����
��	��
	������	��	.���
��
	���	H���	*���,	�	����
��
��	/�
�����	*���,	���	�	��
�	�������	������
��	����	 ����
	*���,�	#�
	�������	��������
��	�����������	�
����
�	���
	���	�
��	�

��	��	�
	�
�����
�	���	�����	
����
��

��	��
	��
	�����
�	�������
�	��������
�	��	�����	
����
��
�D	#�
	���
	����
	�����(

�	����	��	�����
�	1F(
��(���	���
	�����
�	��	 ��
��
�	E�	������	����	�
	�
	���
�
�	�����
	���	�����
	����
�����	���	�
����	����
���	#�
	�����
��	�����	���	C�
����
��
	�
����	��
	����	��D�	����	����
�	��	�
�����	��������	�
����
�	)��������
��

���	��
	����	���
�	��
�	���	�����	����	��
	�
����	��	��
	���
�	#�
	����
	��
��
�
��	����	����
	�����������	��
	����	���
��	6��
�
��	����	��
�	��
	�������	��	��

���
�	������	C���������	��	�	����	��	��
�	3E	
���	�������	��	��������	�
�����
��
�
���
�	�	�����
	�
	���
�	��	��
	���������	���	�����
	����
�����D�	����A	0���	��
�
��
�	����	������
�������	���	��
	����
�	<�	 ��	���	�	�������
��	
���
��	#���	����	��
C������	���	�	�����
	���	�����
	����
�����D	��	������
��	�
��
��
�	��	��������(
���	�	�����
��	 ��	��
	���
	���
A	#��

�	��
	����
	��	��
	���
�
�	������	����	 ���
(
��
����
	��	��
	�
����	��	��
	���
�	���	�

�	�
�	���
�
�	������	�
�����	�����	#
������
��

���	��	��	C�����
	����
�����D	���	�����	��������	��	�	���
	���
A

�������&����������
�

(�� ��&�������&
0��
����	��	��	�����������	�	��������	����

���	��) 1�������	���������	
���	����

�������
�		�

�����
�

A
���%����#�����������������
���&�������
�
��������
������
�����������
����
��#�����*����+��	����� �!

2���������	�����
	�����
	
�3�	
���
������
��	�������	������
�	��
���4���
����	��	

(��������
��
�����
	�����������(
���
�
����()��������
����������	�����

�'�!.��
"#����.�#�;'�;�
G%����*��	���

�����������	��������
�
�����&�����
���
�
���
����������	
�������������
1����
�
���	�
��
�������������������
�����

����
�

�'":�.&&�%.�#.��
G%�����1�
���



$	������������5�����

��������������	�	��	�

�����)���8�3�8���������������� �	
��3�������
�����������	 ��������������������������

������ �
��	��
���+�
<���82��
��������)
���
��)
	�)�����*

2�����������
����)��8������8����)�������
�������3����)�����������
	�+��)����


�����
���8
���)3��=����)����������)���+�
<��
���)�����
�
����

��
��)�)

6	
���	���	����������������������������	%�5����7
�()��	���	�����8����	����%
���	��	����	
������	������������	��	
�����	
���	������	�����������

#����	 ���I�	������	����	����	�
��	�����	��	����
����	����	
���
�������	
���	���	����	
��	��
	���	��
����
	��
�	0�	��	0
����
�����
�
�	��
	�
���
��	��������	��	/�
����	����
	1234�	#�
	�
���


����
�	��������	��	��
�	G2	����
�����	���	�
���
�����	�
������������
���	���	 �����
�	3G	 ���
�	 �
���
�	 ��������	����
��	�����	 ����
��
.���
����
	����
��	���
	���	�

�	����
�	��	�
���	���
		����	���
�	��
��������	����	�����	���
	�

�	�����
��

#�
	�������	 �
��
�����	 ��	 ��
	 ������	 ���	 �

�	 �

�	 �	 �����
/�
�����	J������	�
�
	����
��
�	��
	��	��
	���
��
	��������	���	���
�
�����	��	���������	����
��	/�����
	
��
���	��
����	����	
���
�
	������


�
���	����	����	
�
�	����
	��	�����
	���	��
�
	��	��	
���
��	�

�	���
�������	����
�	����	��	/�
����	��	��
���
	���	�������	������	���	�
�
����
��	�
���
�	�����
���	

/�
����	 ����	 �

��	 ��	 �����
	 ���	 ���
�	 ����
�	 �
��
�	 ��	 ����
�������
�	�
�
����
��	���	�
��	
����
	������	��	���	������
	��
	�����
������	���	�����	���������	���
�	����
�	����	���	��	�	��������	����
�	�������
����
�	������	���	�����
�	�
���
��	/�
����	
��
�����	���	���
��	����


��
�����	���
�	����
�	��	��������	����	����	���
	���
	��	��	���
	�
��
���	
�
�	��
	���	�������	�����	��������	������
�	��
	�����	���
�	�����(
�������	#�
	���	����	�

��	��	��
��������	�
����	��
	�����	���
��	��	/����
���	�����	����	����	�
��	��
	���
��	��	������	��	����
�	����
��
	��
���
�	�����
�

/�
����	���	���	
�����
�	��	��
	�����	��	
�������	��	�	 ����

�
������	$������������	��
�
	�
���
�����	������
��	�������������	��
��	���

�
�	�	����
	������
	����	���
	�

�	������	9�	��
	���
�	�����	��

����	 �����	 ���������	 ���
�	 ���	 �
�
�
�	 �
������
�	 ��
	 ����	 ��
0���������	/�����	�����	���	�
����
�	��	�	����
����
	�����
�	�������
������	���	�
�	����
���	<�	��
	����	�
�	�
���
��	��
�	F22	���
��	�����
���	������	���
	������
��
�	���	���������	��	��
	�����	����������(
�����	��
�	3�4	����	���
���	�������������	����
	��
	�������
�	0��	��
�

���
(������
�	 ����
�	���
	 ��	����������	��	��
	
�
�����	���
��	��
�������	����
	����	 ��	���	���
��
����	��	����
	��
	���
�	 ���
���
�	��
/�
����	����

<�	��
	�������	�������	�������	����	���	���
��	��
	������	�	�
�(
��������	���
�	#�
	�����	����
�	������	/�
����	���
	�
���
�	�
���
3E2	����
�	��	����
�	�������	����	����	��	��
	���
	��	�
���	G22
�����������	#�
	�������	����
	���	�����	��	�
	�
��������
	���	���
�
����������	��	G@?	���

��	��	��
	����
	�����
�	�
���	F22	��������	�����
���
�	������	����	��
	�
��������
	���	
��
��	���
�	��	��

�	
���	��
	���

���	

<�	��������	��	�����	�������
�	��
������	���	����
�	����
	���	����
�

�	�

�	��
�����	�����	��	��
	����
��	������	��	��
	����	#�
�
	���(
�������	��
	����	�
���	�

�	��	�	�
�
�
	���
��	��	��
	9���
	!���
	���(
��
�	����
	�
�����	�
����	��	������	��	�����

#�
	����
�	�����	 ��	�������	���	��
�
��
	���	��
	�
�����
	���

���
�	�	��
	���
	���	�����
�	��
	���	�����	���������	���	��
	�
��(
�
���	����
�	0��	����
�����������	���	
�������
��������	��
	���	���
�
�����	��	��
	���
	�

�	�������	����
��	���	��
	���
	���	�	����	���
�
#�
�
	����������	��
��	�	������
�	���	��
	������
	�����
	
�����
�	���(
��������	��
	���	���	���
��	���
��	�
�
����	�
����
�	��
	���
��	��

�����
	��	�����
	�����	�
	���
�
�����
�

%��
�	��
	����
��	���
	���
�	�	�������	��	���������	��
	/�
����
�������	��
	���
���
��	����	�������	����
�
��	��
	���	��	�������	���

����
	����	��
	��
	��	�����
	��
	��������	��	�
����
���	�
���
�	����
���	����	���
��	<�	��
	�������������	������	��	����	��
	��
�	#�
	#����
 ���	���
���
��	���	�����	���������
�	���
	�	
��	��	��	����	���	���

�	����
�
��
	�
���
	��
	�
��	��������

����������� ��������
���������	� ������	��������
��������������
�����������	��

There has been a steady
increase in the number
of frauds witnessed by

India Inc, and more often
than not, they are financial in
nature by creating deliberate
alteration of financial state-
ments to mislead stakeholders
and provide them an incorrect
picture of the company's per-
formance, financial position,
cash flow and liquidity status. 

Several companies, once
hailed for their standing in the
business world, like ICICI
Bank, Yes Bank, DHFL,
Vodafone India, IL&FS,
Punjab National Bank, have
become examples of corporate
frauds. Such frauds on the back
of failed corporate governance
mechanisms pose a threat to all
stakeholders like retail
investors, government, institu-
tions, vendors and so on. In

this context, the importance of
forensic accounting is increas-
ing by the day, to stabilise the
four 'pillars' of modern corpo-
rate regulatory system —
accountability, transparency,
fairness and disclosure.

Forensic accounting, as a
discipline, has come a long way
from being used by govern-
ment agencies like FBI, CBI
and tax authorities. It is now a
rapidly growing area of
accounting concerned with
the detection and prevention
of financial fraud and white-
collar criminal activities. Now
the financial detectives and
individual experts are required
to unearth any fraudulent
activities or misappropriation
in corporate world. Forensic
accountants are in great
demand due to their auditing,
accounting, legal and inves-

tigative skills. Litigation is one
of the major components of
forensic accounting that uses
the analytical skills of forensic
accountants in two broad ways
— one, to share their expert
opinion based on results of the
investigation and two, appear-
ance for a possible courtroom
testimony. Forensic accoun-
tant's investigative skills are
required for collecting, analyz-
ing and evaluating financial
evidence, as well as the ability
to interpret and communicate
findings. Over the last few
decades, there have been

numerous financial frauds and
scandals, which were mile-
stones with historical signifi-
cance. Enron, WorldCom and
Satyam Computers are just few
examples. Forensic accoun-
tants look beyond the numbers
of financial statements and
read in-between lines to find
out any manipulation in data.

To become a financial
detective, several skills are
required. Critical thinking
abilities are important to con-
duct an in-depth analysis of
financial statements to unearth
fraudulent accounting infor-
mation. Thoroughness about
various laws, legislations, reg-
ulations and codes is essential.
And since the analysis is
required in business setting,
knowledge about different
business methods and an
extensive knowledge and expe-

rience of auditing procedures
and accounting practices.
Since forensic accountants
have to scrutinize piles of
data, they should have the abil-
ity to work with large volume
of data and documentation. In
addition to well-honed com-
puter skills, forensic accoun-
tants should have a fair under-
standing of psychology.            

Forensic accounting is the
need of the hour in the devel-
oping nations as compared to
developed countries as corrup-
tion, which has an impact of
nation's economy, its citizens
and standard of living, is wide-
ly prevalent in these nations. 

Major scandals involving
the role of auditors, not only in
India but worldwide, have
raised a question on their
credibility. During the Enron
scandal, Arthur Anderson,

one of the Big Five auditors
worldwide lost its credibility.
So much so that the number
reduced to Big Four, after the
disgraceful fall of Arthur
Anderson and it became the
first accounting firm to be con-
victed of criminal charges.
Similarly, trust in PwC was
shaken after the Satyam fias-
co in India. 

This scandal also led to the
subsequent arrest of two of its
auditors. These are not the
only times when the big audi-
tors have found themselves in
trouble. In fact, at some point
of time, each of the big five
auditors have been ordered to
settle huge lawsuits filed by
shareholders to compensate for
the loss caused by the financial
statement frauds.  

The government should
take steps to check the fraud-

ulent financial activities in
companies in India. It could
follow a three-pronged strate-
gy -developing internal control
mechanism, ensuring proper
compliance, and strengthening
the corporate governance
mechanism. Strong internal
control mechanisms act as a
deterrence to company staff to
indulge in fraudulent activities.

And finally, a strong cor-
porate governance mechanism
which is established on the pil-
lars of fairness, transparency,
accountability, responsibility,
commitment and morality is
the need of the hour. Several
measures of internal control
and corporate governance
should be made mandatory for
corporates and proper compli-
ance should be monitored by
the government to stop finan-
cial frauds.
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In 2017, Pakistan and China decided
to extend the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) to the
agricultural sector wherein agricultur-

al land would be leased out to Chinese
enterprises in Pakistan to set up "demon-
stration projects" in varied areas such as
seed technology. The agri-plan of CPEC
connects different agricultural zones of
Pakistan from Gwadar to Gilgit (PoK) and
envisaged selling of agricultural produce
of China in Pakistan.The project aimed to
include land acquisition for joint owner-
ship or Chinese corporations for fertiliz-
er and other agricultural technologies
apart from other areas such as textiles,
cement, etc. 

In March 2021, its Allama Iqbal
Special Economic Zone (Faisalabad) was
announced under which, 15 investors were
allotted land and out of that Zhengbang
Crop Protection Co. Ltd decided to invest
$5.1 million to manufacture and sell fer-
tilizers. Strongly connected to this is the
Pakistan's army control over the agricul-
tural sector ranging from fertiliser com-
panies (Fauzi Foundation) to military
farms,is unmissable. With CPEC's strate-
gic forays in the agricultural sector and
Pakistan's anti-India approach, there can
be no doubt about what can conspire as
"demonstration projects" that focus explic-
itly on experimental farming in the garb
of mechanisation, development of new fer-
tilisers and HYV crops. 

Answers to questions about 'what is
being tested', which fertiliser is being
developed for world consumption in the
name of ushering an agricultural revo-
lution are hard to find as one is unsure
about the levels of Pakistan testing its soil
and water for contamination. Land grabs
and denying farming rights to the locals
ensures zero transparency leads to jeop-
ardising the regional food security
through the possible development of dan-
gerous bioweapons in the name of fertilis-
ers and seeds. The news of farmer unrest
does not reach out because farmers are
labelled as 'terrorists' in case of protests.
CPEC, as already discussed, will magni-
fy the threat.

Last month,the world witnessed a Sri
Lanka-China face off on the issue of con-
taminated organic fertiliser infested with
Erwinia bacteria that destroy crops.
Supplied by Qingdao Seawin Biotech
Co. Ltd, the incident exposed futuristic
agro terror plots. As per the agreement,
the $42 million fertiliser was supposed to
be 'organic', but instead,it put Sri Lanka's
food security at stake. 

Both the developments taken togeth-
er expose the vulnerabilities of the agri-
culture sector of those countries that
import Chinese phosphates in bulk.
India happens to be one of them. It is
highly unfortunate that despite a huge
market for organic food and the availabil-
ity of organic manure, India's 30 percent
raw material, intermediates and techni-
cal grade pesticides are roped in from
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China. The adversary's vertical
positions to supply DAP/Urea
increases its capacity to penetrate
into India, which translates into a
potential agro-terror plot. 

The importance of agricultur-
al security can be determined
from multiple examples. In the
1980s, the Chilean Grape scare and
the news of LTTE posing a risk to
the agricultural security of Sri
Lanka were examples where agro
terror has been strongly associat-
ed with high payoff instead of a
direct military confrontation. In the
contemporary scenario, news of
Jihadi material speaking of a 'Forest
Jihad' in the US, Europe, and
Russia point out strategies that
deliberately affect the land's fertil-
ity. The country can be reminded
that in 2017 India had banned the
import of Fuji Apples because of
the presence of micro-organisms
which was a violation of phy-
tosanitary norms capable of caus-
ing severe biosecurity risk to Indian
agriculture. 

Lester Brown, a scientist from
the World Watch Institute,raised a
fundamental question in 1995,
'Who will feed China?'. It was not
merely an economic question but
also a tactical one. In the last few
decades, its food dependencies on
meat, milk products and grains
hold it back to initiate open and
declared wars against India, Japan
or Taiwan. Last year, Xi announced
operation 'Clean Plate' in which
food wastages was discouraged.

Given the Sino-Pak collabora-
tive threat, there are strong possi-
bilities of phosphates being delib-
erately laced with microscopic
anti-agriculture pathogens to tar-
get the soil, crops, meat products
or the land. In either case, the pur-
pose would be to contain India mil-
itarily or cause a popular leader's
loss of public support. Further,
given the geographical continuity
of Punjab, the 'demonstration pro-
jects might increase soil acidifica-
tion and groundwater contamina-
tion, thereby putting India's future
generations at risk by decreasing
India's soil fertility.Thus, it becomes
pertinent to include Agricultural
Defence (AD) in the national secu-
rity doctrine. 

Today, rather than just confin-
ing to the balanced mix of fertilis-
ers, AD should include safety of the
supply chains, soil changes due to
the introduction of pathogens, tar-
geting of farm animal food and
other potential weapons of envi-
ronmental modifications.America
has high profile biocontainment
labs to study existing and emerg-
ing diseases that threaten the US

agricultural animal industry and
public health. The same approach
is required for India. 

The primary step that needs to
be initiated is bringing in an 'Agro-
Terrorism Preparedness Act' that
could be the beginning of a nation-
al strategy for early detection, pre-
vention, and taking counter-mea-
sures to combat agricultural bioter-
rorism. Such biotechnology
research labs or facilities need to be
under the National Security
Council (NSC). They should be
coordinating directly with the pre-
sent agricultural institutes in every
state to disseminate the necessary
information to the villages across
the country. Such initiatives should
aim for a multistate network with
grassroot participation so that
even slight changes in the soil and
the existing diseases of plants and
farm animals are detected and the
threats eliminated. Also, there has
to be a detailed policy outlining the
consequence management, which
should be included in the disaster
management preparedness.

Critical biotechnology research
labs that evaluate the bio-chemical
risks at the port of entry and
Inland Container Depots (ICD)
should be working in tandem with
the NSC apart from adopting the
protocols related to the disposal of
the contaminated phosphates and
imported fruits to avoid rodent
infestations and the spread of epi-
demics. Further, simultaneous food
emergency response must be set up
in case contamination escapes
detection, and new laws must be
framed for those who coordinate

with the enemy states concerning
deliberate biological contamina-
tion. Reopening the military farms
would perhaps be essential to
secure military food supplies from
any covert operations. 

In order to test the dependen-
cies, the Chinese National
Development and Reform
Commission (NDRC) recently
announced to significantly restrict
the production and export of
phosphates from next year. India
undoubtedly would be affected.
Further, what passes off as 'avail-
able phosphates' from the side of
China will have to be bio-chemi-
cally monitored. As a policy
response, Russia has decided that
its local farms would not be sup-
plied with the imported phos-
phates, thereby hinting towards an
'inward approach that largely
depends on organic manure. In
India, the government is current-
ly giving a subsidy of 140 percent
on fertilisers. A sudden price rise
of the phosphates will also affect
financial stability and can be
directly correlated with offsetting
military planning. Indigenous pro-
duction of bio-fertilisers holds
the key. 

Finally, as the tentacles of
hybrid warfare spread, a holistic
approach to a collaborative Sino-
Pak threat is required. Today, the
threat is not confined to the mili-
tary frontiers and has spread fur-
ther to the civilian domains, there-
by blurring the limits of warfare.
The responses, too, have to be
innovative and in accordance with
the evolving threats.

(The writer is an Assistant
Professor at Central

University of Punjab,
Bathinda. The views

expressed are personal.)



#�����6���� �!"��#�$%� &' #��%(�$)���*+,�-�-*

-./--�72-./--�72
2�/*��

�
�������	��
�8����

���*�	���)��
������	
�� �!�"#$� &�����	��
�
�
���������
�����
���������������	
�
����	����
���������
"������

*�
�����
��
������
�����
� �����
���������
������������������
��
���
������������	�
��%����
��
��������������������
���)	

������	���
���	��
����	������
�����������������	��
���
�
	����
�����4�
��&���	��
*���
�����*������������
"����
�
������
����
����
����������	����

�����
��������	��*��,
����3���	��)�����
��
����'� 8��������
��
��������
���

��	������
������
����
�9����
�����������������������������
�
�������
�D,,������	
��	������	�������	������

	��
�	��	�������
���������������
5��
����	��������
�����
�����

���������
������&	��
����������
�����
�������������������������	
���	�	��
��	���������		�	
*�
�����1����&	�����&�����	����
����	���	��������	������
	
��������������
�������	��
��
�
�����	�	�����		����
�����
����&������������8��	������
���	��D,-������������
��	������	���������	������
�
	������
�	��
�	��
�������������
�����������	������������������
���������
��
�����
����	�	�

����
������������
������*���
�����
�.�%�"� ����&�	����
�1����
�
�
����������
����
������������

�����
�����
������������	�����
�
��
�����*�
�������	����
������	��	������������
����
�����	��
��������
����
����������������	��
�����
����
�
��������	����������
�����>.�
���������
�����������	��!����
������	������������	�	�����	
�����
�����������	�����
��
���
�������������G���������
�
�����
�����

5����������>����
8�	�����)����
���
�.���"� &�����	���
�����	�
�����
�����������������������'����	
	����������	������
�(��
��

�����
������8���L��
��	�����
�2����������*�
�����*������2
'������&L�L������7�
��������
��
����&���	������
�����	
	���
����..�����������
�����
���
��
���������������������
���	�
������	�����	����������
�����'�����

���� 1;&*1$:

Almost 200 nations accept-
ed a compromise deal

Saturday aimed at keeping a
key global warming target alive,
but it contained a last-minute
change that watered down cru-
cial language about coal.

Several countries, includ-
ing small island states, said they
were deeply disappointed by
the change promoted by India
to “phase down,” rather than
“phase out” coal power, the sin-
gle biggest source of green-
house gas emissions.

“Our fragile planet is hang-
ing by a thread,” United
Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said in a
statement. “We are still knock-
ing on the door of climate cat-
astrophe.”

Nation after nation had
complained after two weeks of
UN climate talks in Glasgow,
Scotland, about how the deal
did not go far or fast enough.
But they said it was better than
nothing and provided incre-
mental progress, if not success.

In the end, the summit
broke ground by singling out
coal, however weakly, by setting

the rules for international trad-
ing of carbon credits, and by
telling big polluters to come
back next year with improved
pledges for cutting emissions.

But domestic priorities
both political and economic
again kept nations from com-
mitting to the fast, big cuts that
scientists say are needed to
keep warming below danger-
ous levels which would pro-

duce extreme weather and ris-
ing seas capable of erasing
some island nations.

Ahead of the Glasgow
talks, the United Nations had
set three criteria for success,
and none of them were
achieved. The UN’s criteria
included pledges to cut carbon
dioxide emissions in half by
2030, $100 billion in financial
aid from rich nations to poor,

and ensuring that half of that
money went to helping the
developing world adapt to the
worst effects of climate change.

“We did not achieve these
goals at this conference,”
Guterres said. “But we have
some building blocks for
progress.” 

Swiss environment minis-
ter Simonetta Sommaruga said
the change will make it harder

to limit warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) since pre-industrial
times — the more stringent
threshold set in the 2015 Paris
Agreement.

US climate envoy John
Kerry said Governments had
no choice but to accept India’s
coal language change, “If we
hadn’t done that we wouldn’t
have had an agreement.”

But he insisted the deal was
good news for the world.

“We are in fact closer than
we have ever been before to
avoiding climate chaos and
securing cleaning air, safer
water and healthier planet,” he
said later at a news conference.

Many other nations and
climate campaigners criticized
India for making demands that
weakened the final agreement. 

“India’s last-minute change
to the language to phase down
but not phase out coal is quite
shocking,” said Australian cli-
mate scientist Bill Hare, who
tracks world emission pledges
for the science-based Climate
Action Tracker. “India has long
been a blocker on climate
action, but I have never seen it
done so publicly.”
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has hailed the deal

struck at the end of the COP26
climate summit in Glasgow as
a “big step forward” and the
first-ever international agree-
ment to “phase down” the 
use of coal.

Praising the hard work of
COP26 President Alok Sharma
— the British Indian Cabinet
minister in charge of navigat-
ing the negotiations — Johnson
expressed the hope that the
two-week-long summit which
went into extra time over the
weekend will mark the 
“beginning of the end of 
climate change”.

His statement followed an
agreement between nearly 200
countries on a final commu-
nique late on Saturday, which
recognises India’s intervention
for the world to “phase down”

rather than “phase out” 
fossil fuels.

“There is still a huge
amount more to do in the com-
ing years. But today’s agree-
ment is a big step forward and,
critically, we have the first ever
international agreement to
phase down coal and a
roadmap to limit global warm-
ing to 1.5 degrees [Celsius],”
said Johnson.

“I hope that we will look
back on COP26 in Glasgow as

the beginning of the end of cli-
mate change, and I will con-
tinue to work tirelessly towards
that goal,” he said.

According to the impact
analysis of the agreement, the
central summit goal of limiting
global warming to 1.5C has
been kept in reach — provid-
ed countries continue to take
ambitious action over the 
next decade.

Over the last two weeks,
tens of thousands of people
from 197 countries came
together in Scotland for the
talks which culminated in the
‘Glasgow Climate Pact’. It com-
mits countries to phase down
unabated use of coal, supports
a just transition for developing
countries and action to tackle
loss and damage, and agrees a
common timeframe and
methodology for national com-
mitments on emissions 
reductions.

9:�;<�2��
�����
�=����
�	�
��8�����8������;�>��	��

��
�� 7&�8�& 5/

Four Indians have died after
the vehicle they were trav-

elling in crashed into a pond in
southern Nepal’s Rautahat dis-
trict near the border with India,
according to a media report 
on Sunday. 

The driver and the other
occupants of the vehicle are
suspected to have been “under
influence”, The Himalayan
Times reported quoting police
sources. The deceased were
all natives of Bihar, identified
as Dinanath Sah (25), Arun Sah
(30), Dilip Mahato (28) and
Amit Mahato (27).

The driver lost control of
the car on the Gaur-
Chandrapur Road Section in

Yamunamai Rural
Municipality, swerving into a
pond, Superintendent of Police,
Rautahat District, Binod
Ghimire told The 
Himalayan Times. 

Security personnel tried
rescue attempts, shattering the
windshield but the victims
were dead by then, he said.

The victims were identified
based on the Aadhaar Cards
found on them. Rautahat Police
has contacted the Indian Police.

The kin of the deceased
arrived on Sunday morning
and confirmed the identities,
Ghimire said.

The vehicle has been lifted
out of the pond using a crane,
further investigation is under-
way, police said.
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The Qatar-based satellite
news network Al-Jazeera

said on Sunday its bureau chief
in Sudan was detained by secu-
rity forces, a day after mass
protests across the country
against last month’s 
military coup.

The network said on
Twitter that Sudanese forces
raided the home of El Musalmi
El Kabbashi and detained him.

The development comes
after security forces fired live
ammunition and tear gas on
Saturday to disperse protesters
denouncing the military’s tight-
ening grip on the country.

The Sudan Doctors
Committee said a 15-year-old
protester died on Sunday of
gunshot wounds to his stomach
and thigh, raising the death toll
to six people.

In a later statement, Al-
Jazeera said El Kabbashi had
been arrested at his home in
Khartoum, the Sudanese cap-
ital. The broadcaster said it held
the Sudanese military respon-
sible for his safety.

“Al-Jazeera condemns in
the strongest terms the repre-

hensible actions of the military
and calls on the authorities to
release El Kabbashi immedi-
ately and to allow its journal-
ists to operate unhindered,
free to practice their profession
without fear or intimidation,”
the channel said.

Sudanese officials could

not be immediately reached 
for comment.

Thousands of pro-democ-
racy protesters took to the
streets across Sudan on
Saturday to rally against the
military coup last month. The
takeover has drawn interna-
tional criticism and massive
protests in the streets of the
capital of Khartoum and else-
where in the country.

The killings Saturday took
place in Khartoum and its
twin city of Omdurman. The
dead included four people
killed by gunshots and one who
died from being hit by a tear
gas canister. The 15-year-old
who died of his wounds
Sunday brought to six the
number of fatalities, the doctors
committee said. Several other
protesters were wounded,
including from gunshots, 
it said.
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The son and one-time heir
apparent of late Libyan dic-

tator Moammar Gadhafi
announced on Sunday his can-
didacy for the country’s presi-
dential election next month,
Libya’s election agency said.

Seif al-Islam, who is want-
ed by the International
Criminal Court on charges of
crimes against humanity relat-
ed to the 2011 uprising, sub-
mitted his candidacy papers in
the southern town of Sabha, 650
kilometers (400 miles) south of
the capital of Tripoli, the High
National Elections Commission
said in a statement.

Gadhafi’s son was captured
by fighters in the town of
Zintan late in 2011, the year
when a popular uprising,
backed by the NATO, toppled
his father after more than 40
years in power. Moammar
Gadhafi was later killed amid
the ensuing fighting that would
turn into a civil war.

In a video shared by an
election official, Seif al-Islam
addressed the camera, saying
that God will decide the right
path for the country’s future.
He wore a traditional Libyan
robe and turban and spectacles.
It was the first time in years that
Seif al-Islam appeared in pub-
lic.

Seif al-Islam, who was seen

as the reformist face of
Gadhafi’s regime before the
2011 uprising, was released in
June 2017 after more than five
years of detention. In July he
told The New York Times in an
exclusive interview that he was
considering a run for the coun-
try’s top office. His candidacy
is likely to stir controversy
across the divided country.
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Lithuania and Latvia are con-
sidering asking NATO to

hold emergency talks as they
struggle to manage a tense
migration standoff on their
borders with Belarus, the Polish
Prime Minister said on Sunday.

Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki said he and his
counterparts for the two Baltic
states are discussing whether to
ask for such talks under Article
4 of the NATO treaty, which
allows any ally to request con-
sultations if it feels its territo-
rial integrity, political 
independence or security 
is threatened.

Still, it’s a step that has only

been taken a few times in the
history of the Western alliance.

The authoritarian
Belarusian regime in Minsk has
for months been orchestrating
a flow of migrants across its
border into the three European
Union nations, which form
the eastern flank of both the
EU and NATO. They have
been reinforcing their borders,
seeking to block the newly
opened migration route.

A deputy interior minister
from Poland said Sunday that
more migrants are arriving
near the Polish border crossing
of Kuznica from the Belarusian
side. The ministry released a
video showing Polish police
warning people at the border:

“Attention, Attention, if you
don’t follow the orders, force
may be used against you.”

The situation has been
going on for months, but sud-
denly grew more tense as a
large group of migrants
appeared across the border
from Kuznica nearly a 
week ago.

In an interview with the
state news agency PAP,
Morawiecki vowed that
Poland’s border with Belarus
“will be an effective and final
barrier” to actions by
Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko. 

“There is no doubt that
things have gone too far,”
Morawiecki said.
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Queen Elizabeth II missed
out on the Remembrance

Sunday service in London to
pay tribute to Britain’s war
dead because she sprained her
back, Buckingham Palace said
on Sunday. 

The service is one of the
most important events on the
95-year-old monarch’s calendar,
and was meant to be her first
public appearance after taking
a few weeks off to rest under
doctor’s orders.

British media reported that
the back sprain was not
believed to be related to the
recent medical advice to rest
that prompted other 
cancellations.

“The Queen, having
sprained her back, has decid-

ed this morning with great
regret that she will not be able
to attend today’s Remembrance
Sunday service at the
Cenotaph,” officials said just
hours ahead of the ceremony.
“Her Majesty is disappointed
that she will miss the service.”
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At the main hospital in
Romania’s capital, the

morgue ran out of space for the
dead in recent days, and doctors
in Bulgaria have suspended rou-
tine surgeries so they can tend
to a surge in Covid-19 patients.
In the Serbian capital, the grave-
yard now operates an extra day
during the week in order to bury
all the bodies arriving.

For two months now, a
stubborn wave of virus infec-
tions has ripped mercilessly
through several countries in
Central and Eastern Europe,
where vaccination rates are
much lower than elsewhere

on the continent. While med-
ical workers pleaded for tough
restrictions or even lockdowns,
leaders let the virus rage unim-
peded for weeks.

“I don’t believe in mea-
sures. I don’t believe in the
same measures that existed
before the vaccines,” Serbian
Prime Minister Ana Brnabic
said last month as the Balkan
nation sustained some of its
worst daily death tolls of the
pandemic. “Why do we have
vaccines then?”

A World Health
Organization official declared
earlier this month that Europe
is again at the epicenter of the
coronavirus pandemic. 
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Afghanistan does not want
conflict with any country,

including India, the war-torn
country’s Taliban-led interim
government’s acting Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi
has said. Muttaqi made the
comments while talking to
BBC Urdu, which was also his
first ever interview with a
female journalist, who asked
him about Afghanistan rela-
tions with New Delhi under the
Taliban government.

“We do not want
Afghanistan to have a conflict
with any other country or to
have challenges that could
affect our nation. Therefore, we
will continue to work on this
issue,” he said.

When asked whether there
was a reaction from China or
Pakistan on Afghanistan hav-
ing close ties with India, instead
of a direct answer, Muttaqi
referred to recent meetings in
Moscow.

“When we participated in

the Moscow conference, the
representatives of India,
Pakistan and several other
countries were also present. We
had a positive conversation
and will hopefully not oppose
any country,” he said.

His interview comes days
after National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval chaired an eight-
nation dialogue on Afghanistan
in New Delhi which was
attended by officials from 
Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Russia, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

At the dialogue on
Thursday, the participating
countries vowed to work
towards ensuring that
Afghanistan does not become

a safe haven for global terror-
ism and called for the forma-
tion of an “open and truly
inclusive” government in
Kabul.

A declaration released at
the end of the dialogue said
Afghan territory should not be
used for sheltering, training,
planning or financing any ter-
rorist acts and that officials lent
strong support for a peaceful,
secure and stable Afghanistan.

The Taliban, ousted from
power by the US shortly after
the 9/11 attacks, seized control
of Afghanistan in mid-August,
ousting the previous elected
government which was backed
by the West. 

Responding to a question

on female education, Muttaqi
rejected that the Afghan
women were being excluded
from different fields.

“Women have 100 per cent
inclusion in the health sector.
They are also teaching in the
education sector. They are
working in each and every
one of those sectors where
they are required,” he said.

He added that the Taliban
government did not fire any
female official who was work-
ing under the previous gov-
ernment.

He, however, accepted that
educational institutions in
some areas were still closed but
said that it was due to Covid-
19 pandemic.

The Afghan Taliban leader
accepted that his country was
mediating between Pakistan
and the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) but
no agreement was reached so
far. He, however, said that the
process had a good beginning
and a month-long ceasefire
had been announced.
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AJapanese princess who gave
up her royal status to

marry her commoner college
sweetheart left for New York on
Sunday, as the couple pursued
happiness as newlyweds and
left behind a nation that has
criticized their romance.

The departure of Mako
Komuro, the former Princess
Mako, and Kei Komuro, both
30, was carried live by major
Japanese broadcasters, showing
them boarding a plane amid a
flurry of camera flashes at
Haneda Airport in Tokyo. 

Kei Komuro, a graduate of
Fordham University law school,
has a job at a New York law

firm. He has yet to pass his bar
exam, another piece of news
that local media have used to
attack him, although it is com-
mon to pass after multiple
attempts. 

“I love Mako,” he told
reporters last month after reg-
istering their marriage in
Tokyo. They did so without a
wedding banquet or any of the
other usual celebratory rituals. 

“I want to live the only life
I have with the person I love,”
he said. 

Although Japan appears
modern in many ways, values
about family relations and the
status of women often are seen
as somewhat antiquated, root-
ed in feudal practices. 
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GST officers have unearthed
�34 crore input tax credit

fraud, involving seven firms,
the Finance Ministry said on
Sunday. 

The seven firms were cre-
ated to generate bogus GST
invoices, with an intent to pass
on fraudulent ITC without
actual movement of goods and
without paying goods and
Services Tax (GST) to the
Government.

“Based upon specific intel-
ligence, the officers of the Anti
Evasion branch of Central
Goods and Service Tax (CGST)
Commissionerate, Delhi (East)
have unearthed a case of avail-
ment /utilisation and passing
on of inadmissible input tax
credit (ITC) through bogus
GST invoices without actual
movement of goods of �34
crore (approx),” the ministry
said in a statement.

These entities have gener-
ated fake GST invoices of value
�220 crore (approx) and passed
inadmissible ITC amounting to
�34 crore (approx). 

“Rishabh Jain was the mas-
termind behind running this
racket of creating bogus firms
and generating/selling bogus

GST invoices,” the statement
added.

The modus operandi
involved creating multiple
firms with the intent to
avail/utilise and passing on of
inadmissible credit. 

The firms involved in this
network are M/s Blue Ocean,
M/s Highjack Marketing, M/s
Kannha Enterprises, M/s S S
Traders, M/s Evernest
Enterprises, M/s Gyan
Overseas and M/s Viharsh
Exporters Pvt Ltd. 

Jain was arrested on
November 13 and remanded to
judicial custody by the duty
Metropolitan Magistrate till
November 26, 2021.
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Foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) were net sellers in the

Indian markets to the tune of
�949 crore in the first half of
November.

As per the depositories
data, they pulled out �4,694
crore from equities between
November 1-12.At the same
time, they pumped � 3,745
crore in the debt segment.This
translated into total net with-
drawal of �949 crore.

In October, FPIs remained
net sellers at � 12,437 crore.

FPIs have been worried
about higher valuations of
Indian equities, which contin-
ue to trade near all-time high
levels, said Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate Director
- Manager Research,
Morningstar India. 

FPIs sitting on profit,
would have chosen to book the
same which is reflected in the
flow trend over the last few
weeks, he said. 

New Delhi:The Income Tax
department on Sunday said
taxpayers can now access the
new Annual Information
Statement (AIS), which
includes additional categories
of information like interest, div-
idends, securities and MF
transactions, and remittances
from abroad, on the e-filing
portal.The I-T department had
last month expanded the list of
high-value financial transac-
tions, which would be available
to taxpayers in their Form
26AS by including details of
mutual fund (MF) purchases,
foreign remittances, as well as

information in ITRs of other
taxpayers.

Form 26AS is an annual
consolidated tax statement that
can be accessed from the
income-tax website by taxpay-
ers using their Permanent
Account Number (PAN).

“AIS provides ease of
access! It can be accessed now
on the e-filing portal & down-
loaded easily in downloadable
formats of PDF, CSV & JSON
(machine-readable format).
Click on link ‘AIS’ under
‘Services’ tab on
http://incometax.Gov.In,” the I-
T department tweeted. PTI
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Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will

on Monday meet all chief min-
isters and state finance minis-
ters to discuss ways to create a
reform-focused business cli-
mate and further facilitate
investments to help boost
growth.

In a tweet, the finance
ministry said the virtual meet-
ing on November 15 would be
attended by Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
and Bhagwat Karad, besides
secretaries of Government of
India line ministries, chief sec-
retaries and finance secretaries
of states.

“Discussion to be centred
on creating an enabling ecosys-
tem for increased pro-active
facilitation for investments
besides topics of energizing
growth, reforms, augmenting
investments and creating a
reform-focused business cli-
mate,” the ministry tweeted.

The meeting comes in the
backdrop of strong economic
recovery post the two Covid
waves, and push by the central
government to increase capital

expenditure. The Centre
believes that there is scope to
capitalise on the positive sen-
timent of the private sector,
with increasing demand, amid
lower non-performing assets
and banks willing to lend more.

Union Finance Secretary
TV Somanathan had last week
said that the focus of this inter-
action will be on state-level
issues, opportunities and chal-
lenges, which will enable us to
go to a higher trajectory of
investment and growth.

“There is capital expendi-
ture from the government side,
and there is a positive senti-
ment from the private sector
side, though perhaps not fully
translated into actual invest-
ment in big scale. Capital mar-
ket activity indicates that a lot
of investment is probably on
the cards,” Somanathan had
said.

After a slowdown in eco-
nomic growth due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the first
quarter of the current fiscal has
seen a pickup in economic
activity. Indian economy con-
tracted 7.3 per cent in the last
financial year after a 4 per cent
growth in 2019-20.
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The current month will con-
tinue to be a busy one for

the primary market, as two
companies-Tarsons Products
and Go Fashion (India) Ltd -
are set to float their IPOs next
week to collectively raise �
2,038 crore.

The three-day IPO of life
sciences firm Tarsons Products
will open on November 15 and
conclude on November 17,
while that of Go Fashion,
which owns women’s wear
brand Go Colors, will open for
public subscription during
November 17-22.

This comes after eight
firms have successfully con-
cluded their initial public offer-
ings (IPOs) in November so far. 

These eight firms are -
One 97 Communication,
owner of Paytm; FSN E-
Commerce Ventures, which
runs online marketplace
Nykaa, Policybazaar’s parent
entity PB Fintech, Fino
Payments Bank, Latent View
Analytics, Sapphire Foods
India, SJS Enterprises and
Sigachi Industries.

So far in 2021, as many as
49 companies have floated

their IPOs to raise �1.01 lakh
crore, according to an analysis
of data with exchanges.

Apart from these,
PowerGrid InvIT, the infra-
structure investment trust
(InvIT) sponsored by the
Power Grid Corporation of
India, mopped-up �7,735 crore
through its IPO and Brookfield
India Real Estate Trust raised
�3,800 crore via its initial share
sale.

The fundraising so far this
year is way higher than
�26,611crore collected by 15
companies through initial
share-sales in the entire 2020. 

Such impressive fundrais-
ing through IPOs was last seen
in 2017 when firms mobilised
�67,147 crore through 36 ini-
tial share sales. Individually,
Tarsons Products and Go

Fashion are looking to raise
�1,024 crore and �1,014 crore,
respectively, through their pub-
lic listing of shares.

Tarsons Products’ initial
share sale comprises fresh
issuance of equity shares worth
�150 crore an offer for sale of
1.32 crore equity shares by
promoters and an investor.

As a part of the OFS, pro-
moters -Sanjive Sehgal will
offload up to 3.9 lakh equity
shares, and Rohan Sehgal will
sell up to 3.1 lakh equity shares
- and investor Clear Vision
Investment Holdings Pte Ltd
will divest up to 1.25 crore
equity shares.The IPO price
band has been set at �635-662
a share, and at the upper end
of the price band, the public
issue is expected to fetch �1,024
crore.
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An expert panel has sug-
gested designing a nation-

al dashboard for insolvency
data, saying “reliable real-time
data” is essential to assess the
performance of the insolvency
process under the IBC.

The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), which
provides for a time-bound and
market-linked resolution of
stressed assets, has been in
force for more than five years
now.

The working group on
tracking outcomes under the
Code has suggested a frame-
work based on ‘Effectiveness,
Efficiency and Efficacy’ with
respect to Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIRP).

According to the group,

chaired by former Sebi
Chairperson GN Bajpai, reli-
able real-time data is essential
to assess the performance of the
insolvency process. 

While proposing the cre-
ation of the national dash-
board for insolvency data, the
panel also said the IBBI has
made commendable efforts in
publishing quarterly data on
the insolvency resolution
process in detail. 

The data published by the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI), a key
institution in implementing
the Code, include those on
insolvency filings, recovery
amount and duration of the
insolvency process across cor-
porate debtors for all creditors. 

In its report, the group said
that cross-validation of data
sourced from multiple data

banks is a challenge in making
credible assessments.

Against this backdrop,
there can be a “national dash-
board of insolvency data by
using the existing data sources
to the extent possible along
with specific insolvency indi-
cators, which the IBBI reports
on a quarterly basis”.

Another suggestion is for
the IBBI to look at including
quantitative data on cost indi-
cators such as court/bank-
ruptcy authority fees, resolution
professional’s fees and asset
storage and preservation costs
in its quarterly updates.

The report noted that data
on time, cost and recovery
rates will allow a reliable eval-
uation of the insolvency
process with respect to para-
meters of effectiveness and
efficiency.
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India’s coal import rose by
12.6 per cent to 107.34 mil-

lion tonnes in the first six
months of 2021-22.

The country had import-
ed 95.30 million tonnes (MT)
of the coal in April-September
2020-21, according to provi-
sional data compiled by mjunc-
tion services, based on moni-
toring of vessels’ positions and
data received from shipping
companies.

Mjunction--a joint venture
between Tata Steel and SAIL-

-is a B2B e-commerce compa-
ny and also publishes research
reports on coal and steel verti-
cals. However, the country’s
coal import dropped to 14.85
MT in September, against 19.04
MT in the corresponding
month of previous fiscal, it said.

“Coal imports in
September 2021 were also
down by 21.97 per cent over
September 2020 when imports
stood at 19.04 MT,” it said.

“The substantial drop in
import volumes in September
as compared to the same
month last year was in line with

expectation, given the steady
rise in thermal and coking
coal prices in the global mar-
ket. 

This trend is likely to con-
tinue till there is a significant
correction and stability in
seaborne prices,” Vinaya
Varma, MD and CEO, mjunc-
tion said.

Of the total import in
September, non-coking coal
was at 9.22 MT, against 11.97
MT imported in September last
year. Coking coal import was at
4.27 MT, down from 4.58 MT
imported in September 2020.
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Stock markets will focus on
global trends for further

direction in this holiday-short-
ened week as the earnings sea-
son is largely over, analysts said.

Trade experts expect the
key benchmark indices to move
sideways as investors are trying
to decode the impact of rising
inflation on foreign portfolio
investments.

Inflation data released by
the US and China last week
have fanned fears of earlier
than expected rate hike and
boosted US bond yields. 

The US inflation hit a 30-
year high level of 6.2 per cent
YoY in October. China’s CPI
rose 1.5 per cent YoY, while the
producer price index rose by
13.5 per cent YoY owing to
imported inflation and domes-
tic supply shortages.

Inflation concerns and
the possibility an early rate hike
can keep local stocks on edge
as such indicators tempt foreign
investors to pump out funds
from emerging markets like
India.

Indian stock markets
declined for three days in a row
last before a sharp recovery on
Friday last due to inflation
worries. 

Despite three days of loss-
es, the 30-share BSE bench-
mark jumped 619.07 points or
1.03 per cent last week.

“We were seeing
stock-specific movement amid
the Q2 earning session and
now the market’s focus will
shift to global cues,”  said
Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika Investmart
Ltd.

“Given that most of the
quarterly results and festive
mood is behind us, indices are
expected to move sideways. As
markets across the world are
trying to decode the implica-
tions of rising inflation, any
intensive selling by FIIs may
take Indian indices lower,
unless the domestic players
provide support,” Yesha Shah,
Head of Equity Research,
Samco Securities said.

WPI inflation data
is scheduled to be announced
on Monday.
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Digital payments and finan-
cial services firm Paytm is

likely to allocate shares at the
upper price band of �2,150
apiece on November 16 after
market regulator SEBI’s
approval which is expected to
come on Monday, sources
aware of the development said.

Earlier the allocation was
expected to take place on
Monday and the Paytm Money
app also displayed the same.

“Paytm share allocation is
likely to take place on Tuesday
after approval of SEBI. The
approval from SEBI is expect-
ed to come on Monday,” one of
the sources said. Based on the
bid received for Paytm’s
�18,300 crore initial public
offer (IPO), the company will
list an enterprise valuation of
�1,49,428 crore or slightly over
USD 20 billion at an exchange
rate of 74.35.The country’s
biggest IPO was subscribed
1.89 times with institutional
buyers including FIIs flooding
the share sale with offers seek-
ing 2.79 times the number of
shares reserved for them. 

�������	
�������
�
.�0/�;(#�(**/9*��$�$09 � 9M��:997��$%�*/�*#%(0�($ 

0����	����
���������
�������
�
� ���>?���
�.�>D,�������

&�������������		�
�<
%�&���	�0<

�
���������?���������
����	
����

2�-�!!�������	�
���
����������-��!�
��

-������	������
�
&��%�	��
���

!
9��2�-
�	&�����!�&
���

���������
:
���;<�
	�

�
����
�	
�����������-�

��	��	%���� ��
�����:
���;<

����������������������
�
���������������������
�

��������	
���
��
����		
���
���
������
���������
	��������
�
��������
�����

�����
�����	
�
�����
������	
��
�������	�������
����
������
�����	�	

 �����
����
�
��
��
��
���!�"��
�#$#�����


%&�
�����
�����'
��(����������
���')�����(��������"
��*����



���� �!"��#�$%� &' #��%(�$)���*+,�-�-*

=�
.�������/�
	�0����0��/	
$���	�����	���������
�	��	1�����������	����	

���	�/	��	��1
23�
	���/��00

/����455�������������		�����5��������5

)��������

���������������		����
������8
�����������������
�	���	����������	���
��������������	�������
���
	����������������������
������
��	����	�����	
���������	���
�

*���������	��3(���	�
�����	����
�����
���
	��
�	������&�����
��*����%�������������	 �
�
��������������������(���	�>?����>J�����	������
�����
�������	�����������&�����
��*����%�����
�����	�����
	����
�6

3���������	������������
����	����������(����	��	��
&�����
�����	����������	�������&
��������������
�
��*���������
�������(�����������������
�����������
�������E���
�����	�)�6�������� ��!� 	�������	�

&�����)�������*
		 ����	����������������
�����	���	��	�����
��������!�"#�������
8����
��		�	�����������
������*�����

��	���������������	�����������������

��������
��

#������	����	��3(��()����
�������
��
�	����������	����
�����������
�
����	��E;�����()��������������������
�
�����	�	����������
��)��&
����	��G E(
��
)����������()�������������
�����	)�6

3��������	���	�
	������!�����
��
��������
���
��
�����	
�		�6�������	�

3	 ��2����,���3
,��
���������

E����	�
� ���!����$����
���	��
���������������������
	���)	�
�������������	��	����
���	������(�������
��������
��
�
������	����
��������
��	��
�	����	��
��(��
�������!�������4�	����������
	�
����������	���������������
�
������������	������	������
�
����������������
���������
�
������
���
����������
����
���
�����	�������
����
�������
�����������	����	�
�����
�	�����
������	��
���

�� ���������%�����!�&�)

��������
��������

E(����
��7���
�7�
������	
�����
������������
 �	��
���������	� �	��
�
�	�	�����������������
����
����:��"�	��	�����
�����������������������
	�������
����������&����
���
����������������	��
����		��������
�
�����	����	������
��������	������������(��(
����
	�����������	���()��
�	��������������������
�
�����������	����)

	���
����
�����	�
���

2	���5������

3�,��
6��	�����	3,7


����������������������������������
�����

The antagonist is a serial killer who kills women by giv-
ing them cyanide pills, claiming they are contraceptive pills
post marrying them. His preys are those who couldn’t find
a perfect match or were under pressure of dowry.  It starts
streaming from November 19 on ULLU.
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Based in New York City in the immediate aftermath

of Avengers: Endgame, the mini-series shows Clint
Barton, the master archer, working together with the
young archer, Kate Bishop, to confront enemies from his
past. It starts streaming from November 24 on Disney+.
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Adapted from the novels by Robert Jordan, the story

revolves around five villagers who cross paths with Moiraine,
a  member of a magical organisation. She claims that one of
them is the reincarnation of a dragon and is prophesied to
save the world, taking them on the journey of a life-time. It
starts streaming from November 19 on Amazon Prime Video.
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Social media is another factor that
is outweighed by its adverse

effects over the good it does. Social
media can make you feel anxious,
depressed and may even portray
you as a failure. The reason behind
this negative impact is that the
social media sites constantly are
being updated with photos and
statuses of your friends, colleagues,
or even family members enjoying,
partying, travelling, landing the
perfect jobs, or getting married.
Somehow it makes you feel like
everyone is living the dream and
you are stuck at home with your
parents, or living a debt-laden life
due to your education or with the
house loan hanging over you. We
need to realise that we have not
needed social media for thousands
of years so we should not think that
life is over if we don't have it. 

Social media may promote neg-
ative experiences such as:

�Feeling little
Usually, images on social media

are manipulated, but it still success-
fully raises a concern and insecuri-
ty in the viewer's life. However, we
need to be aware that it is the highs
that the people are focussing on in
their social media posts, and tend
to leave out the lows. The smiles and
achievements create a sense of envy
and dissatisfaction within as you are
scrolling through a friend’s profile
centered around a beach vacation or
a promotion on the professional
front, and so on.

�Feeling left out
Social media platforms have

the ability to aggravate feelings of
being left out as the others are out
having fun or living a life you want-
ed. The idea of missing out on cer-
tain things can impact your self-
esteem, trigger anxiety, and fuel
even greater  socia l  media
usage/abuse. It even induces you to
pick, scroll and check for updates
every couple of minutes or obses-
sively react to every alert — even if
that means taking risks while you’re
driving, missing out on sleep at
night, or prioritising social media
interaction over real-world rela-
tionships. 

�Isolation
A study shows that intense usage

of social media platforms aggravates
the feeling of loneliness rather than
subsiding it. The study further high-
lighted that reducing social media
usage can make you feel less lonely
and isolated and improve your well-
being.

�Mental health problems
Human beings need face-to-face

contact to be mentally healthy.
Nothing reduces stress and boosts
your mood faster or more effective-
ly than eye-to-eye contact with some-
one who cares about you. The more
you prioritise social media inter-
action over in-person relation-
ships, the more you’re at risk for
developing or exacerbating
mood disorders such as anxi-
ety and depression.

�Being a victim of cyber
attacks

Most teenagers have
been subjected to cyberbul-
lying on social media, espe-
cially facing offensive com-
ments. Social media plat-
forms are a hotspot for

spreading hurtful rumours, lies, and
abuses that can leave lasting emotion-
al scars.

�Feelings of self-centeredness
Sharing constant selfies and your

inmost feelings on social platforms
tends to carve an unfit and inconsid-
erate being, distancing you from the
real life scenarios.

To alter your life positively and
make it worthy, try a social media
detox. With no notifications to check,
no photos to look at, and no tweets to
retweet, you will notice your produc-
tivity and happiness going up in life.
Thus, here are a couple of reasons for
avoiding the social media: 

�Going off social media improves
your sleep by preventing information
overload.

�In order to avoid being manip-
ulated

�Your data with the media sites
is for sale, irrespective of the privacy
you are insured. 

�Social media is one of the biggest
factors in the elevation of your com-
pulsive behaviours

�It spells discontent and loneliness
in life

�Time is of the essence but social
media is just a killer of it

Speaking of your well-being, get-
ting off of social media is good for your
overall health. Research shows that lim-
iting your exposure to social media

reduces anxiety and depression. It
directly reflects with an improve-

ment in your work perfor-
mance by not getting distract-
ed constantly by social media.
While social media is a great
tool to keep in touch with
people all over the world,
nothing beats engaging with
people face-to-face. If you
can't delete your social
media accounts, try limiting
your usage. 

(The author is a psy-
chologist and a mental

health expert.)

India, with all its diverse cultural and
work-approapriate attires, from
classy ethnic outfits to the chic west-

ern formals, presents countless options
for formal wear for women. Tasteful yet
trendy dressing at the workplace adds
to the oomph and rewards you with
confidence. 

Choosing the right kind of attire
for the office is a dilemma that you can
barely escape. And spending hours
staring at your closet is a ritual com-
mon to many. However, contrary to
popular belief, you do not require a
separate wardrobe to be able to dress
your best at work. All you need to do
is be able to throw in an ensemble that
ropes in sartorial elegance effortlessly. 

These six steps will help you make
a lasting impression in the boardroom.
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Indian fashion is renowned for its

numerous choice options in formal
wear. You can choose from either
Indian formals such as sarees or sal-
war suits and kurtis with leggings or
opt for western formals that comprise
of dresses, shirts and trousers or
blouses and skirts. Each of these has
a unique appeal and you can alternate
between them as you see fit. 
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Choosing formal attire goes only

that far. The bigger deal is to get the
right fit. Altered clothes are a styling
wizard you did not know you need-
ed. People are habituated to picking
up clothes off the rack and wearing
them to work without paying atten-

tion to minor fitting details.
Everyone’s shape is unique and your
clothes must look like they were made
for you. Get the tops or kurtis altered
to suit your body-type and the bot-
toms tailored to give you a clean and
trim look.

�
����������	���
Choosing the right colours to suit

your workspace will take your profes-
sional personality a notch higher. Go
for shades that are restful on the eyes
like pastels and powdered tints, blacks
and beiges and blues and browns. A
few solid and bold colours can make
a great fashion statement, too, if you
can carry them off effortlessly.
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No formal outfit is complete

without the right pair of shoes to go
with it. However, a common conun-
drum is to choose what goes with the
outfit the best. Stilettos or pointed
heels are a corporate favourite and
look classy when paired with slim
trousers and a blouse. Whereas if you
are sporting an Indian formal attire,
then platform heels or strappy sandals

with the outfit is a job well done.
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The right kind of accessories can
add an extra edge to your workwear.
It is the ideal personality-enhancer.
However, an unsaid rule with jew-
ellery is that a little goes a long way.
Go for classic studs and solitaires,
while the neck-pieces also should be
preferably dainty. Strap a modish
watch and a bracelet and you are set
to rule the corporate glam look. 
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A huge part of power-dressing has

to do with the bag you carry. They
speak for themselves when it comes
to making a style statement. A bag that
compliments office-wear for women
must be sophisticated and roomy
enough for files or a notepad. A tote
bag is ideal as it sets a serious tone, fol-
lowed by a satchel or a structured boxy
bag. Brief-case bags, too, can help if
you wish to exude classiness. 

(The author is the co-founder-of
Not So Pink, a western workwear

brand.)

We all have seen the matrimony listings in news-
papers describing the type of brides or

grooms one requires. It usually mentions the need
for an educated, homely yet modern bride from a
specific caste/religion with the most widely used
attribute — ‘fair-skinned and beautiful’. Even
though we live in a digitally-driven world where
young urban Indians search for their partner online,
the criteria to make a decision remains the same. 

Considering the match-making requirements
of young Indians, Betterhalf.ai recently conducted
an online survey to see the most important factors
that people consider while searching for their part-
ner and how important they feel to overcome these
factors. The survey estimates revealed a few cru-
cial factors that influence the partner-search
process behind the mobile screens.

According to the findings, 43 per cent of sin-
gle Indians out of 286 respondents consider ‘looks’
as the first thing on a matrimonial profile. Though
the factor is based on a materialistic approach, sin-
gle Indians consider ‘looks’ before showing inter-
est in a matrimony bio. On the other hand, 22 per
cent of respondents consider age, 19 per cent the
profession, while 16 per cent look at the salary first
on a matrimony profile. 

While we talk about creating a social identity
for everyone, we should also understand that online
representation of a person on match-making sites
is also crucial and the pictures you put up are the
first impression of you. So, looks here do not nec-
essarily mean that you are good-looking or bad-
looking, but the placement of pictures, quality of
pictures, variation of pictures that makes a profile
interesting and trustworthy can also be the make-
or-break point for profiles in an online world.

Moral of the story? Investing time in creating
your online identity can actually work in your
favour. Most of the single young millennials are in
the process of finding a life partner for themselves.
While the partner-search is an anxious process, the
traditional way of weeding out the profiles is based
on the criteria levered by factors like a similar or
higher family income bracket, caste, age, religion,
kundli and language, to name a few. 

During the partner-search process, nowadays,
people also consider profession and salary before

showing their interest in the profile, over other tra-
ditional criterias of considering caste, religion, com-
munity and culture.

The survey also stressed whether marriages in
India will ever be able to overcome the tradition-
al factors of match-making or not. The findings
reveal that 58 per cent believe these factors are not
their primary filters while 42 per cent find them
pretty important. The findings clearly state that the
problems of casteism, ageism, and religion hugely
influence the process of finding a life partner in our
country. However, the mindset of urban Indians is
slowly and steadily shifting towards a more realis-
tic approach based on compatibility rather than out-
dated matchmaking criterias.   

Considering the influx of options that the online
world is showcasing, busy single Indians look for
better and efficient matrimony sites and apps tai-
lored to meet their specific modern preferences. The
life partner-search process has been gradually
changing and becoming more logical than a
dreamy fairy tale.

(The author is the CEO of Betterhalf.ai, India’s
first matrimonial application without parents’

involvement.)
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Most of us have heard about inner strength or
inherent power, but not many of us know

about its real meaning. So, what is inner strength?
How does it help us in practical life? And what
exactly nourishes inner strength? 

These are a few questions that we need to think
over to get the right answer. There is no doubt about
it that everyone
needs inner
strength, regardless
of their business,
profession, voca-
tion, occupation.
Why? Because it
provides will power
which helps one to
sail through critical
situations. 

It is a very well-
known fact that
when people do
something good,
they naturally want
the world to know
about it and appre-
ciate them for it.
However, if they do
something bad,
they prefer that no
one should know
and hence they try
to hide it. As a mat-
ter of fact, a person
who has developed
a personal ethical
policy of not
defaming or insult-
ing anyone gener-
ates considerable
inner strength from
this inner discipline
and consequently
receives deep love
and respect from
others. In the process of consolidating such an eth-
ical policy, one becomes sensitive to the feelings
of others, as well as generating the inner power to
tolerate unpleasant truths about self, and realise
what personal changes are required. Making
those changes permanent and indelible is a proof
of inner integrity and strength. Practising such self-
restraint generates the power to tolerate various
social and personal challenges, defamation and the
phenomenon of having ones motivations ques-
tioned. It mitigates any remaining hunger for praise,
recognition and regard.

One must always keep in mind that we are all
on a journey of lifelong learning. Hence, learning
to let go of ego, dishonesty or superficial interac-
tion with others is not a small thing. There are
many fears to be faced and in this whole journey,
the heart is often broken, disillusioned and in pain.
We try best to cover these wounds with many
attractive bandages, but eventually we need to
remove them and begin the process of healing the
wounds and become whole again. It sounds sim-
ple while reading, but practically it is not so easy
to develop an attitude of renunciation and decide
to live simply, economically and with ease and free-
dom. Why? Simply because we all are deeply
attached to our limitations and the chains that bind
us. Moreover, individual karmic accounts have led
to accumulation of unlimited negativity in ones
sanskaras, compelling souls to forget their true, lov-
ing nature of peace and love and behave rudely.
Today we see that the vices of greed have penetrat-
ed all levels in society, be it political, civil or even
medicine. With massive scandals happening on a
daily basis, there has been a “trust deficit” in soci-
ety at a mass scale, putting entire humanity in tur-
moil. Under such a scenario, how can one even
think of experiencing inner power and inner peace? 

The only hope for humankind under such a
crisis lies in the almightys wisdom and connectiv-
ity, by which we feel blessed, energetic & secured,
for it is this divine wisdom which empowers us to
have a clear vision of ourselves and our roles in this
worlds drama. With trust and courage, if we take
a step of determination, we would surely receive
the strength to shed the false accoutrements and
make ourselves clean and free from dependencies.
Remember that it is a small price to pay for the great
gain of personal freedom, fulfilment and indepen-
dence.

This year, Marathi film Vrutti
(meaning, human nature) made its
debut at the International Film

Festival of South Asia, Toronto, Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne, and at the
DC South Asian Film Festival. The film
is a tale of caste discrimination explored
through a friendship of two adolescent
boys, Akshay (Krushna Thakur) and
Viju (Piyush Thakare Madan). It empha-
sises upon how class and caste discrim-
ination are passed on to the younger gen-
eration through adults who find it dif-
ficult to see friendship develop between
young minds belonging to different
castes. 

“If something bothers you, make a
film about it,” shares the Mumbai-based
filmmaker and director S Ashwin about
his feature film that pushed the audience
come face to face with the umbilical cord
that the country still finds difficult to cut.
“The film is an attempt to take their
blinkers off,” shared twenty-seven-year-
old Ashwin. 

“The idea is to hold a mirror up to
society. The intention is not to change
society but to get the audience to ask the
right questions,” expresses Ashwin who
has made 30 short films in the last
decade. Through his films, this young
director has touched upon different
issues. 

With no formal training, Ashwin
believes that one does not need to go to
a film school since no one can teach you
how to tell a story — “It is all you.” In a

fluke incident, he made a short film
on suicide prevention as part
of his college festival in
2011, after which he
received appreciation
for his work and was
told that he had a flair for
dark comedy - a genre he
did not know existed! This
is when he knew that he
wanted to tell stories that aim
to break societal norms.

Vrutti, initially written as a
short film, has emerged from the
mythological tale of friendship
between Krishna and Sudama. “It is
always touted as the bond that knew no

boundaries of caste, creed, or social
status. I wanted to recapture that

virtue of friendship and blend it in
the bewitching innocence that

children possess,” explains
Ashwin.

Speaking of Vrutti, he
mentions, “The film deals

with the often-unaddressed
issue of caste. The film has
many instances as to how

difficult it can be to achieve
minor and essential commodities -

if you belong to a certain community.”
“It wasnt easy to get children to act

on cue, but the workshops organised
with the child actors came in handy.

After spending hours with these children
reading our script, I started understand-
ing them better. In fact, not all the actors
cast in the film are actors! I had spotted
Krushna (who plays Akshay) at a restau-
rant, and I knew that instant he was the
Akshay to the Viju,” reveals Ashwin. 

The film creatively juxtaposes the
characters in a quaint village with rus-
tic charm and picturesque locations. It
not only asks difficult questions but
answers them boldly. As promised, it
does the important deed of making one
question these norms. Several carefully
crafted scenes (that might go unnoticed)
have toyed with the element of color to
display the covert identities of caste. As

per the director, the film is a peek into
24 hours that changed some lives forev-
er. 

The film brilliantly meanders
through the hard labor some communi-
ties have to embrace as their reality.
“Friends are family we choose. But
what if your family does not let you
choose your friends?” asks Ashwin at the
end of the conversation. It is about time
that social films like Vrutti take the cen-
ter stage and push masses out of their
comfort zone to look inward and ques-
tion their own belief about the caste sys-
tem. Hope people get to see this film
soon in cinemas or on OTT platforms.
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After a certain point in time,
things that have been useful and
helpful start becoming a hin-

drance. For instance, if you want to
reach the terrace of a building, you
need to climb the stairs. But if you
choose to stay on the stairs then can
you will never be able to reach to your
destination. 

This implies that in order to reach
the terrace, you have to leave the stairs.
Similarly, you need a boat for crossing
a river, but if you simply stay put on
the boat, can you cross the river? No,
you cannot. It means that it is just as
important to let go of the boat as it is
to get on it so that you can cross the
river. If you have the ability to not only
use the boat but to let it go as well, only
then you can cross the river.

This is what life is all about – hold-
ing on and letting go at the right
moments.

These principles can be applied to
our thoughts. To come to any decision
in life, we need to think. However, if
we get caught in the vicious cycle of
thinking and procrastination, we

would stagnate and never be able to
arrive at a decision that will take us for-
ward in life. So you also need to prac-
tice the art of letting go, surrender your
thoughts at the right time and making
a decision with the knowledge that you
have.

Our relationships, moments of
joys, family, success, and our friends
— we want them to be permanent in
our lives, but we forget that the very
nature of this life is temporary. All our
thoughts and emotions are temporary
and we must not associate ourselves
with our thoughts. Associating our-
selves with materialism is what makes
us unhappy. Rather, we must try and
practice the art of just watching our
thoughts without judging them or
being attached to them, irrespective of
whether they are pleasant or not. This
philosophy is known as stoicism and
can work wonders for you if you are
struggling with stress and anxiety.

You simply have to remove the
pebbles and stones which are standing
as a blockade just like a gardener has
to weed out the field for getting the

plants to bloom. Similarly, you have to
throw out all the repressed emotions
and feelings that have been blocking
the great reservoir of inner joy with-
in you. You cannot live a joyful life if
you cannot throw away all the baggage
youve been carrying on in the form of
repressed emotions and feelings, unful-
filled desires, hurt, guilt, and shame
that youve collected over the years.

Journaling is a powerful tool for
letting go of the past. Practice journal-
ing every morning to throw away all
the negative thoughts that have been
silently eating you from within. Let all
the negative thoughts come into your
mind and start writing them on paper
as they appear. Also, note down the
feelings associated with that thought;
like a strong desire to cry, run away, or
maybe hit somebody. Note down
everything without judging yourself or
your thoughts. Practice this for a
week and youll find that these thoughts
have stopped bothering you slowly.

(The author is the founder of
Science Divine, which aims to simplify
spirituality.)

We, humans, experience
thoughts and emotions

that can affect our health in var-
ious ways. Emotions are an
essential part of our health.
Emotionally strong people are
usually in the power of their feel-
ings, thoughts, and expressions.
Theyre better able to cope with
the challenges that life throws
towards them. It is significant to
understand that only emotions
which are free of judgment and
attachment are the ones that
dont affect the body negatively.

However, restrained negative
emotions can deviate our men-
tal energy and affect our mind
and body negatively, sometimes
leading to health problems. It is

crucial to acknowledge our
thoughts and emotions to com-
prehend the effects they can
impose on our bodies, behavior,
and relationships. The human
body reciprocates in the way it
thinks, feels, and acts; this is
what we call the mind-body con-
nection. If a person is distressed,
nervous, or troubled their body
will signal that something is
wrong. The symptoms could be
a problem like high blood pres-
sure, stomach ulcer, change in
diet, insomnia, et al. Many peo-
ple are afraid to express strong
emotions because they fear los-
ing control. This exercise can
help you to own your emotions
and learn how to express them
in a safe and healthy way.

�Begin with identifying
what you are feeling in the
moment.

�Practise expressing your-
self freely. Always own your
emotions. Never try and live in
denial; whatever the situation is
always face it without any fear.

�If at any point you are not

definite about yourself in the
company then try expressing
your emotions when you are
alone. Once you are calm and

sure about yourself then open up
about your feelings.

�Eventually put your prac-
tice to the test by using it in chal-

lenging situations. Remember
not to play the blame-game and
always remain open-minded
during the conversation. 

�Calm your mind and body.
Relaxation methods, such as
meditation, are useful ways to
bring your emotions into bal-
ance. Meditation is a form of
guided thought. It can take
many forms. For example, you
may do it by exercising, stretch-
ing, or breathing deeply. Ask
your family doctor for advice
about relaxation methods.

�Take care of yourself. To
have good emotional health, its
important to look after your
health. In order to do so, it is
essential to consume nourishing
meals, getting enough sleep,
and working out to relieve the
tensed muscles and emotions.
Another factor to keep in mind
is to limit the usage of drugs and
alcohol. Using drugs or alcohol
will just add to your problems.

In tough situations, it is
vital to keep up your spirit as it
will enable you to experience

rough emotions like pain, sor-
row, frustration, and grief with-
out scattering. Spirited people do
not refuse the misery or suffer-
ing they are experiencing; rather,
they sustain a sense of positivi-
ty that assists them to get the
better of the negative effects.
Some people have the ability to
look at stirring times with opti-
mism and promise, knowing
that their adversity will lead to
personal growth and an expand-
ed outlook on life.

A well managed emotional
state allows one to be a con-
tributing factor to society and
work with complete efficiency. It
can help you to be more cog-
nisant and reap the benefits of
your full potential. Research
provides evidence that a spirit-
ed mental state promotes con-
trolled blood pressure, reduced
risk of heart disease, and a
healthier weight.

(The author is a psycholo-
gist, qualified victimologist and

the founder of Nirbhiya Ek
Shakti, an NGO which spe-

cialises in victim assistance.)
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Sydney: The USA is likely to
host the T20 World Cup in
2024, which could serve as a
launch pad in the ICC’s bid for
cricket’s inclusion in the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics.

The ICC is expected to
award a joint bid by USA
Cricket and Cricket West
Indies to host the 2024 T20
showpiece. According to a
report in Sydney Morning
Herald, a “decision on venues
for ICC events in the next cycle
was imminent, and that an out-
ward, global focus would mean
they were more widely distrib-
uted than in the recent past.”

If all goes as per the plans,

it would be the first global tour-
nament not hosted by either
India, England or Australia
since the 2014 T20 World Cup
in Bangladesh.

The ICC has been for a
long time looking to give
emerging countries the hosting
rights for the mega events.

The 2024 T20 World Cup
is expected to have 20 teams
and 55 matches as compared to
the 2021 and 2022 editions
which have seen 16 teams play-
ing 45 matches. Between 2024
and 2031, the ICC is set to host
several global tournaments,
which will begin with the 2024
T20 World Cup. PTI

��
�� 7&%&#8(

Pakistan fast bowler Hasan
Ali has apologised for his

forgettable outing against
Australia in the T20 World Cup
semifinal, saying he is more
disappointed than anyone else
and pledged to come back
stronger from this bad phase of
career. 

In the 19th over of the
match, Ali dropped Matthew
Wade off Shaheen Shah Afridi
at deep midwicket and the
error proved to be costly for
Pakistan as the Australian
stumper then hit three consec-
utive sixes to take his side into
the final by registering a five-
wicket win in Dubai on

Thursday. 
This ended Pakistan’s fab-

ulous campaign in the tourna-
ment. The Babar Azam-led
side had entered the semifinal
clash with five consecutive
wins under its belt. 

“I know you all are upset
because my performance did-
n’t meet your expectations but
not more disappointed than
me. Don’t change your expec-
tations from me. I want to serve
Pakistan cricket at the highest
level possible, so back to hard
work. 

“This patch will make me
stronger. Thank you for all the
messages, tweets, posts, calls
and duas (prayers) — needed
them,” Ali tweeted.

Ali, a star of Pakistan’s
2017 Champions Trophy cam-
paign, became a national villain
following his dropped catch,
with the pacer being subjected
to a lot of trolling and negativ-
ity on social media. 
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Former India batter VVS
Laxman will be the next

head of the National Cricket
Academy (NCA), a senior
BCCI official confirmed on
Sunday.

Laxman will take over from
his former batting colleague
Rahul Dravid, who was recent-
ly appointed as chief coach of
the Indian team following the
end of Ravi Shastri’s tenure, as
reported by PTI on October 26.

“VVS Laxman will be the
new head of NCA,” the senior
BCCI official told PTI on the
condition of anonymity.

Laxman has already quit
from his role as mentor of IPL

team Sunrisers Hyderabad and
will also not be part of any com-
mentary panel or write columns
for newspapers to avoid conflict
of interest clause violation.

It is understood that
Laxman’s appointment will
come into effect before the
BCCI’s Annual General
Meeting (AGM), scheduled to
be held in Kolkata on
December 4.

Laxman had initially
declined the BCCI’s offer as he
was reluctant to shift base from
Hyderabad as the NCA job will
require him to stay in
Bengaluru for a minimum of
200 days.

The two stalwarts of Indian
cricket — Laxman and 
Dravid — will now work in tan-
dem as the BCCI wants smooth
co-ordination between 
the India chief coach and the
NCA head.
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Upcoming compound
archer Rishabh Yadav

pipped his mentor 
Abhishek Verma for the third
spot in the ranking 
round and hogged the limelight
in the Asian Championships
that got underway at
Bangladesh Army Stadium in
Banani on Sunday.

Overall, the Indian archers
took the second place in the
team and mixed events of
recurve and compound sec-
tions, as heavyweights Korea
dominated the qualifications
on expected lines.

Making his Asian
Championships debut, the 19-

year-old Yadav, who shot to
prominence by bagging a
bronze at the Youth World
Championships earlier this
year, scored 708 points to pip
Verma by one point.

A product of SAI Centre of

Excellence in Sonepat, Yadav,
who is being coached by Verma
since 2012, was lying second at
the halfway mark with 356
points, three behind the even-
tual topper Choi Yonghee 
of Korea.
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Novak Djokovic, the top
seed from Serbia, is chas-

ing another slice of history
while second seed, Russia’s
Daniil Medvedev, will be look-
ing to defend the trophy he
won in London last year when
the season-finale Nitto ATP
Finals commences here later on
Sunday.Also Read - Pressure of
Grand Slam Did Take a Toll on
me, Concedes Novak Djokovic

Djokovic, who has already
secured a record-breaking sev-
enth year-end No. 1 finish in
the ATP Rankings en route to
his sixth Paris Masters title
recently, has his sights set on
levelling Swiss ace Roger
Federer’s record six ATP Finals
titles. The Serbian has clinched
the season finale five times —
2008 Shanghai, and 2012-2015
in London — and would be
looking to go into the new sea-
son on the high of winning a
record-equalling sixth ATP
Finals title. 

Medvedev, after an inaus-
picious debut at London’s The
O2 arena in 2019, went on a
winning spree last year, defeat-
ing five straight top-10 oppo-
nents for the ATP Finals trophy.
Victories over No. 1 Djokovic,

No. 2 Rafael Nadal of Spain and
No. 3 Dominic Thiem of
Austria made the Russian the
first man to defeat the world’s
top-three players in the tourna-
ment’s history. 

The 25-year-old, who rose
to a career-high No. 2 in the
ATP Rankings with victory in
Marseille in March, won the
ATP Cup with Russia, and
added further titles in Mallorca
and Toronto before he lifted his
maiden major trophy at the US
Open, defeating Djokovic.

Among the other top con-
tenders, Germany’s Alexander
Zverev boasts more match wins
than any of his peers since
Wimbledon (28-2), picking up
the Tokyo Olympics gold, as

well as a Masters 1000 trophy
in Cincinnati and an ATP 500
in Vienna to add to his trophies
from earlier in the season in
Madrid and Acapulco, accord-
ing to atptour.com.

Three years ago in London,
the German became the
youngest ATP Finals champi-
on since Djokovic a decade ear-
lier, defeating Federer and the
Serbian back-to-back for the
trophy.

Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas
has endured somewhat of a
lean spell and is focused on a
return to form at an event he
has won before. The world No.
4 captured the trophy on debut
two years ago with victory
over Thiem in the final.
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Nikoloz Basilashvili beat American
Taylor Fritz 7-6 (5), 6-3 on Saturday

to set up a final against Cameron Norrie
at the BNP Paribas Open, which will
crown its first men’s winner ranked out-
side the Top 25 since 2010.

Norrie of Britain beat Grigor Dimitrov
of Bulgaria 6-2, 6-2 in an 86-minute semi-
final. Basilashvili needed 1 hour, 41 min-
utes to get by Fritz, who grew up in the
San Diego area and was the clear favorite
of the fans.

Former world No. 1 Victoria Azarenka
plays 21st-seeded Paula Badosa of Spain
in the women’s final Sunday.

The combined ATP and WTA tour-
nament has been filled with upsets dur-
ing its two-week run in the fall instead of
its usual March date.

Top seeds Daniil Medvedev and
Karolina Pliskova were among the fallen
in an event missing Novak Djokovic,
Rafael Nadal, Roger Federer, Naomi
Osaka and Serena Williams.

It’s the first time in the tournament’s
45-year history that all four men’s semi-
finalists were ranked outside of the Top
25. Norrie is 25th, Dimitrov 28th,
Basilashvili 36th and Fritz 39th.

The last man outside the Top 25 to
win Indian Wells was No. 26 Ivan Ljubicic
in 2010. 

Fritz was trying to reach the final and
have a shot at becoming the tournament’s
first American winner since Andre Agassi
in 2001. Instead, the 23-year-old fell to 0-
5 in semifinals this year.

Fritz’s ace gave him a 6-5 lead in the
first. He had a break point on Basilashivili’s

serve to close out the set, but the big-hit-
ting Georgian fought it off and hit a back-
hand crosscourt winner on the second
deuce to force the tiebreaker. Tied 5-all in
the breaker, Fritz committed two straight
errors to drop the set.

“His backhand he definitely hits hard-
er than anybody on tour,” Fritz said. 

“The way that it comes through the
court so hard and flat and deep, 
nothing you can really do. If I wanted to
be more aggressive, I would 
have been opening myself up for a lot
more mistakes just trying to hit big off of
such a big ball.” 

Basilashvili earned the first break of
the match in the sixth game and 
then held for a 5-2 lead. Fritz dropped one
point on his serve in the next game to close
to 5-3. 

Basilashvili couldn’t convert on his
first three match points. His unforced
errors gave Fritz two break points before
Basilashvili’s forehand winner into the
open court closed out the win.
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Mercedes driver Valtteri
Bottas won the sprint

race Saturday to take pole posi-
tion for the Brazilian Grand
Prix as a dramatic day at
Interlagos accelerated 
championship leader Max
Verstappen’s quest for his first
Formula One title.

Verstappen finished the
sprint race in second position
and added two points in the
standings. The Red Bull driver
also saw his rival, seven-time
world champion Lewis
Hamilton, hit by another pun-
ishment and set to start from
10th on Sunday despite an

impressive run from last to
fifth.

Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz fin-
ished third, with Red Bull’s
Sergio Perez in fourth.
McLaren’s Lando Norris
will inherit Hamilton’s
fifth position on the
grid. Ferrari’s Charles
Leclerc starts from
sixth place.

“ S t a r t i n g
Sunday’s race from
front row gives us
all to play for,”
Verstappen said.
“Let’s try again
tomorrow.”

Earlier, Hamilton was
forced to start the sprint race

from last after being disquali-
fied from Friday’s qualifying
session — where he was fastest
— due to a
technical

infringement by Mercedes.
Mercedes did not appeal the
decision.

Despite Hamilton’s fifth-
place finish in the sprint race,

a separate five-
place penalty
means the
d e f e n d i n g
c h a m p i o n
will start
10th after
M e r c e d e s
decided to
change his
car’s engine

in Sao Paulo. 
It wasn’t all

good news for Verstappen.
The Dutch driver was fined

after being seen touching the
rear wing of the Mercedes car.
He leads Hamilton by 21 points
in the standings, including the
two from the sprint race, with
four races left this season. 

Hamilton beat the
Dutchman by more than 0.4
seconds Friday in qualifying for
the sprint race, but organizers
said that his Mercedes was
under investigation for DRS
exceeding the maximum dis-
tance when opened. The tech-
nical infringement typically
leads to exclusion from a ses-
sion. The decision was only
announced after Saturday’s
practice session, and before the
sprint race.

GROUP A
Cristiano Ronaldo’s chance to

play at possibly his last World Cup
could hinge on the result of Portugal’s
winner-take-all clash against Serbia.
The two teams are tied on points
atop Group A before they meet in
Lisbon and can’t be caught by oth-
ers. Portugal has the better goal dif-
ference. Serbia rallied from two
goals down to earn a 2-2 draw with
Portugal in March. Ireland visits
Luxembourg with both already elim-
inated. Only the group winners
automatically qualify for the 2022
tournament in Qatar. The second-
place finisher faces a playoff with the
nine other runners-up and two
group winners from the UEFA
Nations League to decide the final
three European spots.

GROUP B
Spain hosts Sweden with only

one point separating the two teams
in their final qualifying game and a
direct World Cup berth up for grabs.
Spain can settle for a draw in Seville,
while Sweden needs a victory to
avoid the playoffs. Sweden coach Jan
Andersson has not said if Zlatan
Ibrahimovic will feature after the 40-
year-old star played 90-plus minutes
in Thursday’s shock 2-0 loss at
Georgia that cost Sweden the group
lead. Spain should have midfielder
Sergio Busquets back in its starting
lineup. A crowd of 50,000 is expect-
ed at La Cartuja Stadium. Greece
hosts Kosovo with both already
eliminated.

GROUP H
Host Croatia faces Group H

leader Russia in the key game. Russia
has 22 points, two more than Croatia
with one game left. The other four
teams in the group can’t advance.
Malta (5 points) hosts Slovakia (11),
and Cyprus (5) travels to Slovenia
(11).

GROUP J
Germany has already easily won

the group and plays at Armenia.
North Macedonia is second and
chasing a place in the playoffs to
move closer to its first World Cup
appearance. It hosts Iceland.
Liechtenstein hosts third-place
Romania, which is one point behind
North Macedonia. Armenia can
also make the playoffs.
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An injury-ravaged Mitchell
Marsh finally found his

night of reckoning and glory as
he led Australia to their maid-
en T20 World Cup title with his
stroke-filled 77 that fashioned
his team's comfortable eight-
wicket win over New Zealand,
here on Sunday.

A target of 173 in a global
final is never easy but Marsh
with his power and reach made
it look like a walk in the park
in company of David Warner
(53 off 38 balls), who also
turned the wheels of fortune for
himself and his team during a
victory, achieved in 18.5 overs.

Marsh, a man of immense
potential, who has never real-
ly done justice to his enormous
talent, lit the Dubai's skyline
with some ruthless stroke-play
and it was one such night
when Kane Williamson's touch
of class was left in the shadow.

It's never the great feeling
to watch Williamson as a 'trag-
ic hero' but even in defeat, the

graceful Black Caps skipper
would doff his hat for Marsh,
who became Australia's 'Man
for the Job', having been pro-
moted to number three for this
tournament.

There were twitched eye-
brows for the better part but no
more after the 'Super Sunday'.

It was a night when brute
power defeated sheer artistry.
Marsh hit six fours and four
sixes, including a couple off
monster ones off Ish Sodhi's
(0/40 in 3 overs) bowling. One
was a slog sweep and the sec-
ond was a straight one down
the ground.

Marsh, who took 50 balls
for his knock, also ensured that
Justin Langer got some breath-
ing space ahead of the big
Ashes after a tumultuous year
at the helm. And for all the
sceptics, who believe T20 crick-
et only needs short-format
specialist, Australia won their
first title with five Test special-
ists — three pacers Pat
Cummins, Mitchell Starc and
Josh Hazlewood — along with

Warner and Steve Smith in the
side. After five ODI World
Cup titles, Australia finally
exorcised the ghosts and in the
most professional manner
under a cool but under-rated
skipper Aaron Finch.

Warner, who was humiliat-
ed at this very venue by an
Indian IPL franchise, who
made him sit in the gallery with
a flag in hand, played his part
in their stand of 92 in just
under 10 overs.

It was a tournament where
Warner made a comeback after
being down in dungeons for a
very long time and showed the
world that one should never
mess with champions' egos.

Unlike New Zealand, who
wasted the first 10, Marsh
started the counter attack with-
in the Powerplay as he took
apart Adam Milne with a six,
four and four to set the tone.

When Warner played the
'slap' shot off Sodhi, one knew
that New Zealand will again
have to come second best in
this Trans-Tasman battle.

Put into bat, Williamson
was brutal and artistic during
his beautifully crafted knock of
85, which took New Zealand to
a competitive 172 for four.

New Zealand literally
struggled in the first 10 overs
with Martin Guptill's painful 28
off 35 balls slowing the pro-

ceedings. Williamson made
the stage his own own with a
grace of a 'ballet dancer' hitting
10 fours and three sixes in his
47-ball knock. 

In the last 10 overs, New
Zealand scored an astounding
115 runs to make a match of
the 'Grand Finale'.

Williamson shifted gears
with such ease that it was a treat
to watch him play. The first 16
deliveries that he faced fetched
him only 15 runs as Adam
Zampa was back then in the
midst of a good spell while
Guptill's scratchy form also
affected the skipper.

But once, he decided that
he needed to get a move-on, he
hit all those copybook shots at
his own free-will scoring 70 off
the next 31 deliveries.

The Black Caps skipper
showed why he is one of the
modern-day greats during the
back-10 as he strategically took
the attack back to the opposi-
tion camp. He became the cap-
tain with the highest score in a
T20 World Cup final surpass-
ing Kumar Sangakkara.

He first turned the tide in
the 11th over when he
launched into Mitchell Starc
(0/60 in 4 overs) taking 19 off
his over including a dropped
catch behind square by Josh
Hazlewood.

The manner in which he
creamed Starc through mid-off
by charging down the track,
was the most delightful one
among the three that he
smashed in that over.

When Starc came for his
third over and team's 16th, his
confidence was already shaken
and Williamson made a mock-

ery of him with class of Test
match batting mixed with a
dash of T20 flair.

One for the ages was a 'pick-
up flick' when Starc dragged one
into his pads and it soared into
the Dubai skyline before land-
ing in the gallery. If Starc's sec-
ond over was very bad, the
worse came in his third which
yielded the Kiwis 24 runs
including four fours and a six. 

It was a 'half-century' of
ignominy that he would like to
forget and also forgive Josh
Hazlewood for what could
possibly have been a 'match-
turning' bungle. 

Hazlewood (3/16 in 4
overs) though was pick of
bowlers along with Adam
Zampa (1/24 in 4 overs).

The first half of the night
certainly belonged to
Williamson, who again reiter-
ated the age-old saying — a
technically accomplished Test
batter can play any format
with authority as he did during
an en evening when it mattered
the most.
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Ali apologises for his costly drop catch
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