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The Supreme Court (SC) on
Monday directed the

Centre to hold an emergency
meeting on Tuesday with other
stakeholders and come out
with concrete proposals to
tackle the menace of air pollu-
tion. The SC issued this direc-
tive after the Centre submitted
an affidavit and said that 75 per
cent of the air pollution is due
to three factors: Industry, dust
and transport.

The top court came down
hard on the authorities after the
Centre’s submission that stub-
ble burning contributes only 10
per cent to air pollution 

in the National Capital 
Region (NCR).

Pointing to construction,
industry, transport, power and
vehicular traffic as the major
culprits in causing pollution,
the apex court asked the Centre
to take measures like stopping

non-essential activities 
and implementing work 
from home. 

“Even though some deci-
sions were taken by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management in the NCR and
Adjoining Areas Act it has not

indicated precisely what steps
they are going to take to con-
trol factors that are causing air
pollution,” a three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice NV
Ramana said.  

“In view of that, we direct
the Government of India to call
for an emergency meeting
tomorrow and discuss the areas
which we indicated and what
orders they can pass to effec-
tively control air pollution. So
far, as stubble burning is con-
cerned, broadly affidavits state
that their contribution is not so
much except for two months. 

Continued on Page 2
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Opposition parties, includ-
ing the Congress and the

Trinamool Congress (TMC)
on Monday, attacked the
Centre over its move to extend
the tenures of directors of the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) up to a max-
imum of five years.

While the Congress said
the Government has used the
two agencies as “henchmen’’
who are now being rewarded so
that “malicious prosecution’’ is
used to silence dissenting voic-
es, the TMC moved a notice for
statutory resolutions in the
Rajya Sabha objecting to the
Ordinances by the Government
to extend the tenure of CBI and
ED chiefs.

Sources in various
Opposition parties said such
notices will be filed by other
Opposition parties in the run-
up to the Winter Session of
Parliament.

President Ram Nath
Kovind had signed two
Ordinances promulgated by

the Ministry of Law and Justice
on Sunday. The Ordinances
stated that after the two-year
term of an ED or CBI chief
ends, the Union Government
may extend his/her tenure by a
year for three consecutive years.

The Ordinances amend
the Delhi Police Special

Establishment Act, which is the
parent law for the CBI, and the
Central Vigilance Act, which
covers the appointment of the
ED director.

The TMC has raised objec-
tion to the ordinances route for
the extension of the tenures
questioning the Government’s

hurry at a time when the
Winter Session of Parliament
was barely two weeks away.

Sources said the party has
moved two separate statutory
resolutions for the two laws the
Government has amended
through the ordinances to
extend the tenure of ED and
CBI chiefs.

“Two brazen ordinances
extend ED and CBI director
terms from 2 to 5 years
#Parliament Winter Session
begins two weeks from now. Be
rest assured, Opposition parties
will do all it takes to stop India
from turning into an elected
autocracy,” tweeted TMC Rajya
Sabha MP Derek O’Brien.

Continued on Page 2
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The wholesale price-based
inflation spiked to a five-

month high of 12.54 per cent
in October, mainly due to the
rise in prices of manufactured
products and crude petroleum.

WPI inflation has
remained in double digits for
the seventh-consecutive month
beginning April. Inflation in
September this year was at
10.66 per cent, while in
October 2020 it was at 
1.31 per cent.

The October WPI is the
highest in five months since
May, when it was at 
13.11 per cent.

Full report on Page 9
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With the number of flights
and travellers going up,

India witnessed the highest
number of single-day domes-
tic air travellers on Sunday
since the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic last March.

As many as 3,85,661 pas-
sengers travelled via 2,754
flights across the country on
Sunday. This was at 96.4 per
cent of the pre-Covid level as
in the year 2019 an average of
around 4,00,000 domestic pas-
sengers was recorded on a
daily basis.

Major airports saw heavy
crowds and long queues last
weekend, indicating the come-
back of air travel.  As many as
3.78 lakh domestic passengers

had travelled via 2,701 flights
last Sunday.  Post the second
wave of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, the daily domestic passenger
count crossed the three lakh
mark for the first time on
October 9.

The data of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation showed that as
many as 3.67 lakh passengers
travelled via 2,713 flights across
India on November 13.
Similarly over 3.21 lakh domes-
tic air passengers travelled via
2,594 flights on November 12.
Before the pandemic struck,
India’s daily domestic air traf-
fic was approximately 4.25 lakh
passengers.

On a weekly basis, the
average daily air traffic during
November 8-14 is around
3,52,400 passengers, 18 per

cent up on the week, and the
average passenger load factor
for all major airlines also hov-
ered around 80-90 per cent. For
context, the average daily
domestic air traffic in the
month of October was 2,83,334
passengers.

Last week, an ICRA report
had said that domestic air pas-
senger traffic in the country
had grown by a whopping 67
per cent year-on-year at around
87-88 lakh in October, on the
back of festive season demand
amid a continuous fall in the

number of Covid-19 infection
cases. 

According to credit rating
agency ICRA, domestic pas-
senger volume in October 2020
was at 52.71 lakh. Moreover,
domestic carriers operated 46
per cent more flights at 72,000

during the month under review
over 49,150 departures logged
in October 2020, ICRA said,
adding, on a sequential basis,
the number of departures in
October 2021 were higher by
around 18 per cent, as Covid-
19 infections demonstrated a
downward trajectory.

The Government has
allowed airlines to operate at
100 per cent capacity from the
existing limit of 85 per cent
from October 18, which is also
one of the factors behind
increasing air domestic pas-
sengers in the country.

And the trend was visible
in Srinagar as well. Air traffic
rose month-on-month and
year-on-year. 

Srinagar airport had han-
dled 3.32 lakh passengers on
2,460 flights in October against
1.63 lakh travellers on 1,227
flights a year back. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Government on
Monday submitted a

detailed affidavit to the
Supreme Court about its efforts
to reduce air pollution in the
national Capital.

The Delhi Government
listed the measures to bring
down pollution and pointed
out that imposing a lockdown
in the city would be meaning-
ful only if it is implemented
across the entire National
Capital Region (NCR). 

“The GNCTD
(Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi) is
ready to take steps like com-
plete lockdown to control local
emissions. However, such a
step would be meaningful if it
is implemented across the NCR
areas in neighbouring States.
Given Delhi’s compact size, a
lockdown would have limited
impact on the air quality
regime. This issue would need
to be addressed at the level of
airshed involving the NCR
areas. In view of the above, we
are ready to consider this step
if the same is mandated for the
entire NCR areas by the
Government of India or by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management in National

Capital Region and adjoining
areas,” an affidavit filed by the
Delhi Government said.

In the affidavit submitted
to the apex court, the Delhi
Government mentioned vari-
ous steps being taken by the
ruling regime.

From the ‘Green war room’,
the anti-dust campaign, instal-
lation of anti-smog towers, the
DPCC’s studies on different
sources of pollution, an IIT-
Kanpur study on vehicular,
roadside and construction dust,
to the identification of 13 major
hotspots in terms of air pollu-
tion in Delhi.

The city Government also

mentioned about controlling
stubble burning. “After success-
ful demonstration over 2,000
acres last year, the PUSA bio-
decomposer was sprinkled free
of cost by the Delhi Government
in more than 4,200 acres of bas-
mati and non-basmati fields
using combined harvesters,” said
the Delhi Government.

The city Government also
mentioned their project on the
construction of E-waste park,
monitoring landfill sites to
mitigate pollution from waste
burning, upgradation of the
Green Delhi App and control-
ling pollution from vehicles.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after issuing an
Ordinance to enhance the

extension of Directors of the
CBI and the Directorate of
Enforcement up to five years,
the Centre on Monday amend-
ed Fundamental Rules (FR),
which is a set of guiding prin-
ciples applicable to all
Government servants and cov-

ers the entire gamut of their in-
service and post-retirement
working scenarios.

The FR  bars extension in
service to any Government
servants beyond the age of
retirement of 60 years except a
few including Cabinet
Secretary, those dealing with
Budget-related work, eminent
scientists, Cabinet Secretary, IB
and RAW chiefs besides the

CBI Director among others,
with certain conditions.

The rules now allow the
Central Government to give
extension in public interest to
the Defence Secretary, Home
Secretary, Director of
Intelligence Bureau (IB),
Secretary of Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) and
Directors of the CBI

Continued on Page 2
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India and the US are likely to
announce a �20,000-crore

deal for 30 armed Predator
drones or unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAV) during the
forthcoming two plus two dia-
logue between the two coun-
tries in December.  Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will hold talks with
their US counterparts Lloyd
Austin and Antony Blinken
respectively during the high-
profile event.

Top Defence Ministry offi-
cials, including Defence
Secretary Ajay Kumar, held a
meeting here on Monday to
discuss the entire gamut of
issues related to the deal,
sources said.

If cleared, the Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC)
chaired by the Defence
Minister will examine the pro-
posed contract.  Following the
DAC nod, the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS)
headed by the Prime Minister
will then take the final call, 
they said.

The Predator drones are
also known as MQ-9 Reaper
systems. The Indian Army,
IAF, and the Navy are likely to
get ten Predators each, they
said.  The Indian armed forces
for long have urged the
Government for this crucial
procurement.

Continued on Page 2
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The Opposition BJP found itself
in the dock in Maharashtra on

Monday, as the police arrested 14 of
its local leaders and functionaries,
including a former party and the
local district party president for their
alleged role in the violence that
broke out at Amravati on November
13.

On a day when Maharashtra
Minority Affairs Minister Nawab
Malik accused the BJP of hatching
a conspiracy to engineer riots at
Amravati and even distributed
liquor and money to instigate riots
at Amravati in Vidarbha region, the
police rounded up BJP leaders
from various parts of the town.

Among the 14 BJP leaders and
functionaries arrested were party’s
former MLA Anil Bonde, district
party president Nivedita Choudhari
and party’s group leader in the
Amravati Municipal Corporation
(AMC) Tushar Bharati.        

The BJP had called for a bandh

in Amravati on November 13 to
protest against the violence that
broke out in Malegaon, Amravati
and Nanded on Friday during the
state-wide demonstrations and ral-
lies by Raza Academy and other
Muslim organisations.

The bandh called by the BJP
took a violent turn, with the pro-
testors going on a rampage van-
dalising several shops and private
properties. Turning the needle of
suspicion towards the Opposition
BJP, Amravati’s district guardian
minister Yashomati Thakur said that
no one who engineered violence at
Amravati would be spared.      

In a related development, senior
Maharashtra minister Nawab Malik
was more direct in his attack against
the BJP had hatched a conspiracy
to engineer riots at Amravati on the
pretext of organising a bandh on
November 13 in protest against the
morcha taken out by Raza Academy
on the previous day.

Talking to media persons,
Malik alleged: “On the pretext of

organising a bandh, the BJP tried to
instigate a riot in Amravati. The
police have busted the conspiracy.
The BJP’s plan was to organise in
various parts of the state. However,
the people maintained calm and
restraint, foiling the BJP’s conspir-
acy. That’s why there was no riot in
any place other than Amravati. BJP’s
local former MLA Anil Bonde
hatched the conspiracy and even
distributed liquor and money to
miscreants to unleash riots in the
Amravati”. Claiming that the
Amravati police had found evidence
to suggest the local BJP men’s
efforts to engineer riots at Amravati,
Malik charged that after failing in
all its efforts to destabilise and bring
down the MVA government, the
Opposition BJP had begun to prac-
tise riot politics in Maharashtra.
Hitting back at Malik, former BJP
MLA Anil Bonde said: “The local
police have not shown the courage
to arrest those behind the riots wit-
nessed at Amravati on November
12. 
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From Page 1
However, at present a good amount of stubble burn-

ing is taking place in Haryana and Punjab,” the Bench
said. It directed the Centre and the NCR States to exam-
ine introducing work from home for employees.
Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, informed the Bench about several measures
contemplated in an emergency meeting held between
the Secretaries of the Union Government, and Delhi,
Punjab and Haryana. “We have come to the conclu-
sion that stubble burning is not the major cause of pol-
lution and it contributes to only10 per cent of the air
pollution,” Mehta said. 

Reacting on his submission, the Bench, also com-
prising Justices DY Chandrachud and Surya Kant, said,
“Are you agreeing that stubble burning is not the main
cause? That hue and cry has no scientific or factual
basis?”

Referring to the affidavit filed by the Centre, the
apex court said 75 per cent of the air pollution is due
to three factors: Industry, dust and transport. 

“In fact now the cat is out of the bag, the farmers’
stubble burning contributes to only four per cent of the
pollution as per the chart. So we are targeting some-
thing which is totally insignificant,” the Bench said. 

The top court also expressed displeasure over the
earlier emergency meeting and said: “This is not the
way we expected an executive emergency meeting will
be held. It is unfortunate that we have to set the agen-
da. The sum and substance is that construction, power,
transport, dust and stubble burning are the issues. Ask
the committee created and decide how to implement
the action plan by tomorrow evening.” 

The apex court slammed the Delhi Government
for “passing the buck” to Municipal Corporations over
road sweeping machines and warned that its “lame
excuses” will compel it to hold an audit inquiry into
total revenue earnings and expenditure on advertise-
ments.  When senior advocate Rahul Mehra, appear-
ing for the Delhi Government, said that it has
deployed 69 mechanical road sweeper machines to clean
the dust from the roads, it asked, “Are these machines
sufficient for entire Delhi?” 

Mehra said the Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) is the one that sees all this as it’s an indepen-
dent and autonomous body. He said the Mayor or the
concerned corporation staff may place an affidavit on
record as to whether this is enough. The Bench react-
ed by saying “you are passing the buck to the MCD
again.” 

From Page 1
Air travel from the airport in the valley has been

on a steady rise since the second wave of the coronavirus
ebbed. The Srinagar airport handled 2.54 passengers
on 2,127 flights in April this year. This fell to 91,507
passengers on 1,042 flights in the following month. The
industry has suffered losses due to the two waves of the
Covid-19 pandemic, which brought air travel to the
ground. The Indian Government banned domestic air
travel for nearly two months in late March last year and
suspended scheduled international air services to and
from India as a response to other Governments’ trav-
el and visa restrictions. 

From Page 1
The Predator B is a Remotely Piloted Aircraft and

is the first hunter-killer UAV designed for long-
endurance, high-altitude surveillance.

The Reaper has a 950-shaft-horsepower (712 kW)
turboprop engine, allowing it to carry 15 times more
ordnance payload and cruise at about three times the
speed of its predecessor. The General Atomics built
craft can be flown for over 27 hours in the air at a
maximum altitude of 50,000 feet.  

The drones are armed with advanced systems and
weapons packages and can carry long-range sur-
veillance and precision strikes. 

The proposed deal first came up in 2017 during
Prime Minister Modi’s meeting with then President
Donald Trump there.  However, the contract could
not be finalized. In March this year, the Government
reportedly gave the go-ahead for joint procurement
of the Predator drones for the three Services.

So far, India has only drones which are capable
of surveillance and reconnaissance.  The initial lot of
these drones was imported from Israel some years
back.  India also procured two Sea Guardian UAVs
recently on lease from the US for surveillance in the
strategically important Indian Ocean region.

Underlining the importance of the armed drones
in modern-day warfare, Army Chief General M M
Naravane some weeks back said they have become
an integral part of the war.

From Page 1
The 27-page affidavit also remarked about the

Comprehensive Action Plan (CAP) — 2018 by Air
Quality Monitoring Committee (AQCM) and
Continuous Real Time Monitoring at 26 different loca-
tions and 14 air quality monitoring stations in city by
the DPCC, CPCB and IITM (SAFAR) to study PM 2.5,
10, No2 and other harmful pollutants. Meanwhile, the
AAP accused Centre of “misleading the Supreme Court”
by tweeting the affidavit filed by the Central
Government in the apex court.  “Efforts need to be inten-
sified to control instances of stubble burning to a min-
imum as currently the paddy stubble burning has been
contributing about 35 to 40 per cent of the total pol-
lution load in Delhi-NCR,” said the Centre’s affidavit.

From Page 1
of Investigation (CBI) and Enforcement Directorate

(ED) on a case-to-case basis, subject to the condition
that the total term of such secretaries or directors, “does
not exceed two years or the period provided in the
respective Act or rules made thereunder”, according to
a Personnel Ministry’s notification. Monday’s notifica-
tion has excluded Foreign Secretary from the ambit of
FR and included the ED chief, apparently allowing the
incumbent to continue getting the service benefits of the
extended tenure. The post of Foreign Secretary was
included in the FR following a proposal cleared by the
Union Cabinet in December 2010 “in view of the assign-
ment of Foreign Secretary having increasingly acquired
critical dimensions from the national security and strate-
gic perspective, and the need to ensure continuity and
swiftness in the decision-making process”.

From Page 1
Reacting to the develop-

ment, Congress’ chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala alleged that the
Government has used the two
agencies as “henchmen” who
are now being rewarded so that
“malicious prosecution” is used
to silence dissenting voices.

Abhishek Singhvi said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s slogan of
“Aatmanirbhar”(self depen-
dent) actually means “depend
on me” for their career, and as
a result, instead of upholding
the law the agencies are
“upholding the will of their
political masters”. 

Singhvi further said “the
BJP is consistently, deliberate-
ly, consciously, intentionally
engaged in undermining insti-
tutions, sabotaging institution,
creating security for the estab-
lishment instead of for the
nation”. 

Another Congress leader
and party MP in Lok Sabha
Manish Tewari said the
Opposition parties should chal-
lenge CBI, ED ordinances in
the Higher Court of 
judiciary.

New Delhi: E-commerce major
Amazon India on Monday said
it is currently investigating an
issue, wherein its platform was
allegedly used to source mari-
juana.

On Saturday, an online
marijuana sale racket was bust-
ed by Bhind police in Madhya
Pradesh, leading to the arrest of
two persons and seizure of 20
kilograms of the contraband,
according to an official.

The accused were operating
the racket through a leading e-
commerce firm, which received
two-thirds of the profits gener-
ated, as per the official.

Evidence is being collect-
ed to see if it could be prose-
cuted for providing a platform
for such drug transactions, the
official added.

An Amazon India
spokesperson on Monday said
the company operates a mar-
ketplace in India (amazon.In),
which enables third-party sell-
ers to display, list and offer for

sale, products to end customers
directly.

"Amazon has a high bar on
compliance and contractually
our sellers are required to com-
ply with all applicable laws for
selling their products on ama-
zon.In. We do not allow the list-
ing and sale of products, which
are prohibited under law to be
sold in India," the spokesperson
said. The spokesperson said in
case sellers list such products, as
an intermediary, it takes strict
action as may be required under
the law when the same is high-
lighted to the company.

"The issue was notified to us
and we are currently investi-
gating whether there is any
non-compliance on part of the
seller. We assure full co-opera-
tion and support required to
Investigating Authorities and
Law Enforcement agencies with
ongoing investigations and
ensure full compliance to applic-
able laws,” the spokesperson
said. PTI
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Several students clashed
inside Jawaharlal Nehru

University (JNU) campus on
Sunday night. Members of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS)-affiliated Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
and the Jawaharlal Nehru
University Students' Union
(JNUSU) allegedly got into an
argument over organising a
programme at the student

union hall in the campus.
Police said they acted as soon
as they received information
about slogans being raised.

The ABVP and the JNUSU
accused each other of attacking
their members and injuring
other students on Sunday
night. An FIR has not been reg-
istered yet, police said.

According to Gaurav
Sharma, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), South west district,

after receiving a call police
responded swiftly and a on
reaching the spot police team
did not find any quarrel taking
place on the spot.

“On inquiry, it was learnt
that heated arguments took place
between two groups of students.
Both sides are levelling allega-
tions against each other of dis-
rupting their meeting. Inquiry is
on and action will be taken
accordingly,” said the DCP.

According to a statement by

the left student bodies, an organ-
isation had booked the student
union hall for November 14 --
the birth anniversary of the
country's first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru -- for a pro-
gramme and had put up posters
in this connection.

However, when the organ-
isers reached the hall to begin
their programme late in the
evening, they found the place
to be occupied by some 15
members of the ABVP.
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Delhi’s air quality on Monday
improved slightly from

severe to very poor as air qual-
ity index (AQI) recorded 331
micrograms per cubic (μgm-3).

According to SAFAR (
System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And
Research ), a unit of Ministry
of Earth Sciences (MoES), the
AQI is unlikely to improve
Tuesday as winds at transport
level are increasing resulting in
more intrusion of farm fires
related pollutants into Delhi.

Calm local winds also reduce
dispersion of pollutants.

“The air quality is expect-
ed to remain in the higher end
of the very poor category
tomorrow. The effective farm
fire count is 3125 and its con-
tribution to Delhi’s PM2.5
today was 10%. Tomorrow
winds at transport level are
forecast to be blowing from the
east direction and slowing
down causing air quality to
improve on November 17. On
November 18, winds are
expected to be blowing from
the east direction which will

prevent intrusion of fire relat-
ed pollutants into Delhi,” it said,
“Surface winds are slowing
down further on 17th and
18th reducing dispersion.
Overall, the AQI is expected to
be in the very poor category
range for the next three days.”

Values of harmful pollu-
tants, Particulate Matter (PM)
10 and 2.5 were recorded 285
and 160 on the National
Ambient Air Quality Index
(NAAQI).  Both the values are
expected to  increase on
Wednesday as SAFAR fore-
cast 371 and 208.
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European Union
Ambassador to India Ugo

Astuto met Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Monday.

Astuto and Kejriwal dis-
cussed Delhi's fight against
Covid -19 and efforts to reduce
air pollution.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) supremo Kejriwal
shared the city Government’s
approach to deal with Covid -
19. From sero-survey to vacci-
nation campaigns across the
national capital, the AAP leader
also talked about how city
Government is dealing with the
air pollution problem.

Ugo Astuto appreciated
the Kejriwal Government’s
efforts in keeping Covid in con-
trol across Delhi

“We have done several
Sero Surveys in Delhi. These
Sero Surveys help us identify
what percent of our popula-
tion has developed antibodies
against Covid-19. In the latest
survey we got some fantastic
results. We have found out
that 96% of the people of
Delhi have developed anti-
bodies to fight the existing
strains of Covid-19. So at a

layman level, unless there’s a
new strain of the Coronavirus
heading towards us, Delhi
appears to be safe. This also
means that of this 96% there
would have been quite a few
people who would’ve caught
the virus but were not con-
sciously aware of it because of
its mild or asymptomatic
nature,” Kejriwal said.

The Chief Minister further
went on to share how the Delhi
Government is making great
efforts in vaccinating its resi-
dents and said, “We have been
actively working upon our vac-
cination programme as well.
The seriousness that we’ve
shown to raise awareness and
vaccinate our population has
contributed significantly in
keeping COVID-19 at bay. Till
now about 50% of our eligible
population has been fully vac-
cinated whereas about 90%
have received at least one dose
of the vaccine.”

Ambassador Astuto also
shared how Europe was deal-
ing with Covid -19 and said
that it largely depends on the
rate of vaccination and ideally
it should be easier to handle
when most of the population
has taken the jab.
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The Congress demanded a
"white paper" from both the

Centre and the Delhi
Government on Monday on
the steps taken by them to tack-
le pollution in the national
Capital and said they should be
held accountable for playing
with the health of people.

Talking to reporters here,
Congress spokesperson Jaiveer
Shergill accused both the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) of indulging in a blame
game and wasting the taxpay-
ers' money on "hollow" adver-
tisements.

"AAP's Delhi Government
and BJP's Central Government
should issue a white paper on
what steps they have taken to
tackle the black pollution
except hollow advertisements
and playing blame game poli-
tics and wasting the taxpayers'
money," he said.

Shergill said the Supreme
Court's observations have
exposed the "spineless and
careless approach" of the AAP
and the BJP towards tackling
pollution.

The truth is that Delhiites
are paying a heavy price for the
BJP's and the AAP's politics,
polluted with empty promises
and an obsession with self
publicity, he noted, soon after
the apex court came down
heavily on the two govern-
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The national Capital report-
ed 16 new cases of Covid-

19 and one death in a day while
the positivity rate stood at 0.04
per cent, according to data
shared by the health depart-
ment here on Monday.

The Capital has recorded
four deaths due to the infection
in November so far. Four people
had succumbed to viral disease
in October and five in September.

With the new cases, the
coronavirus infection tally in the
city climbed to 14,40,440. Of
this, over 14.14 lakh patients
have recovered from the disease.
The death toll stands at 25,095.

According to the health
bulletin, authorities conducted
37,495 tests, including 33,671
RT-PCR ones, the previous
day. There are 337 active Covid
cases in Delhi, of which 164 are
in home isolation. The number
of containment zones stands at
124.

Delhi reported 36 COVID-
19 cases and a death on Sunday,
56 on Saturday, and 62 cases
and two deaths on Friday.

In April and May, Delhi
battled a brutal second wave of
the pandemic that claimed a
massive number of lives and led
to a shortage of oxygen and
essential drugs at hospitals.

New Delhi: Seven people were arrested for
allegedly robbing people after offering them
lift in a car from west Delhi's Punjabi Bagh
area, police said on Monday.

Abhishek Kumar (32), Arun Sharma
(25), Nikhil (25), Prem Gupta (22), Anshul
(22), Hemant (27) and Arun (22), all residents
of Azadpur, were involved in around 25 rob-
beries and snatchings in different parts of
Delhi, they said.

According to police, the motive behind
the crimes was to make quick money in order
to sustain their lavish lifestyles and impress
girlfriends.

Police said Kumar had bought a car on loan
but was not able to pay the monthly installments.
So, he along with his associates decided to form
a gang and make money by illegal means. PTI
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ADelhi court expressed
"immense disgust" while

coming down heavily on a
lawyer for alleging that the
2020 riots here were the hand-
iwork of a political party and
criminal cases were fastened
upon the members of the
Muslim community alone, call-
ing his statements highly irre-
sponsible and patently false.

“These submissions of the
Counsel are certainly not in
good taste. These are noted
with immense disgust, repug-
nance and strong disapproval,”
Additional Sessions Judge (ASJ)
Virender Bhat stated in an
order dated November 11.

Advocate Mehmood
Pracha had submitted before
the court that the riots were not
actually communal and took
place at the instance of certain
political vested interests to
derail the peaceful protest
against CAA-NRC, as per the
court's order copy.

The lawyer made the sub-
mission while arguing for the
bail of Arif who is accused of
allegedly murdering one Alok
Tiwari. He had sustained sev-
eral blunt and sharp injuries

during the riots.
The advocate argued that

only those belonging to the
Muslim community were tar-
geted by the police in the after-
math of the riots and were
arraigned in false criminal
cases, as per the order.

Expressing disapproval
with the submissions, the ASJ
said: “The counsel did not
point out any material on
record to substantiate his claim
that the riots were not com-
munal in nature or were the
handiwork of any political
party.

“It is the Counsel himself,
who is now painting the entire
Delhi Police with a communal
brush by saying that the crim-
inal cases related to the riots
have been fastened upon the

members of Muslim
Community alone. The state-
ment of Counsel is not only
highly irresponsible but also
patently false.”

ASJ Bhat said that he, while
dealing with the cases related to
the riots, has noticed that
members of both the commu-
nities have been arraigned as an
accused and have been
charge-sheeted by the police.

“In some cases, it has been
observed that there are wit-
nesses belonging to Hindu
community cited against the
accused belonging to the same
community and witnesses
belonging to Muslim commu-
nity cited against the accused
belonging to the same com-
munity,” he said.

The police appears to have
done its job with utmost
integrity and certainly not on
communal lines, he said,
adding that some lapses have
occurred during the probe but
even they do not give slightest
indication that the investigation
was not fair and impartial or
that it was on communal lines.

The judge advised advocate
Pracha to desist from making
irresponsible, uncalled for, and
patently false submissions.
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In a tragic incident, four
members of a family, includ-

ing two children, sustained
burn injuries after a gas cylin-
der caught fire at their house in
Delhi's Nangloi area on
Monday morning.

According to Parvinder
Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outer district, 40 year-
old Daron, was preparing tea in

the morning when leakage of
gas from an LPG cylinder trig-
gered a fire.

“Daron, his wife Reena
(35), both labourers, their
daughter (15) and son (13)
were in the same room when
the fire broke out. Daron sus-
tained 70-80 per cent burn
injuries and his wife suffered
40-50 per cent burn injuries.
Their daughter suffered 20
per cent burns and son 18 per
cent burn injuries,” said the
DCP.

“A call regarding fire was
received at 7.26 AM following
which three fire tenders were
rushed to the spot. The fire was
in an LPG cylinder and some
domestic articles. Four people
received burn injuries and they
were rushed to Sanjay Gandhi
Hospital,” said Atul Garg, the
Director, Delhi Fire Services
(DFS).

The blaze was later doused
and a cooling process was
undertaken, the Fire
Department said..
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In observance of the Children’s Day in India lead-
ing up to World Children’s Day on November 20,

the UNICEF India unveiled a symbolic ‘Pandemic
Classroom’ installation at the amphitheatre at Select
City Walk in Saket in the national Capital.

Empty rows of desks and chairs along with
unused backpacks are set up to draw urgent atten-
tion to the plight of millions of young children
who missed going to school for over a year due
to the school closures through the pandemic and
have consequently experienced learning loss. 

Yasumasa Kimura, UNICEF Country
Representative and two adolescents unveiled the
pandemic classroom installation by ringing a
school bell.  Noted educationist, Venita Kaul,
Professor Emeritus, Early Childhood Education,
Ambedkar University were key speakers at the event.
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The Association of Victims of
Uphaar Tragedy (AVUT)

on Monday urged a Delhi court
not to suspend 7-year jail terms
awarded to real estate barons
Sushil and Gopal Ansal for tam-
pering with evidence in the
1997 case of Uphaar cinema fire
which had claimed 59 lives.

The counsel for the asso-
ciation made the submission
before Additional Sessions
Judge Anil Antil in response to
the pleas moved by Ansals
challenging the jail term award-
ed to them by a magisterial
court on November 8.

Senior advocate Vikas
Pahwa, appearing for the asso-
ciation, told the court that the
offence of tampering was
extremely serious in nature as
it affects the entire criminal jus-
tice system.

“It is direct interference in
the administration of justice
and thus requires serious con-
sideration while suspending
the sentence of seven years and
fine of 2.25 crore each to both
the brothers,” he said.

He added that the judge-
ment passed by the magisterial
court was well reasoned and the
court had dealt with each and
every argument of the defence.


���� <54�;5,=)

The number of dengue cases
in Delhi this season has

crossed 5,270, the highest in the
national Capital in a year since
2015, according to a civic
report released on Monday.

Nearly 2,570 fresh cases of
the vector-borne disease were
logged in the city in the last one
week. However, no fresh fatal-
ity was reported.

According to the report on
vector-borne diseases, a total of
5,277 dengue cases were
recorded this year till
November 13.

In the previous years, the
total count of dengue cases was
-- 4,431 (2016), 4,726 (2017),
2,798 (2018), 2,036 (2019) and
1,072 (2020), according to the
report.

In 2015, the city had wit-
nessed a massive outbreak of
dengue, during which the
number of reported cases
crossed 10,600 in October
alone, making it the worst out-
break of the vector-borne dis-

ease in the national capital
since 1996.

Of the dengue cases in
Delhi this year, 3,740 were
reported in the first 13 days of
November. In October, 1,196
cases were reported.

The total number of cases
this year till November 6 stood
at 2,708 and the official death
toll due to dengue was nine.

In September, 217 cases
were logged, the highest count
for the month in three years.

This is also the highest
number of fatalities due to
dengue recorded in a year in
the national capital since 2017,
when the officially reported
death count was 10.
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ments over the rising air pol-
lution in the national 
capital.

"It is high time political
accountability was fixed and
the people of Delhi should
hold both the BJP and the AAP
accountable for playing with
their health and jeopardising
it," the Congress leader 
said.

People have been suffering
due to the severe air pollution
in the national capital over the
last few days with an Air
Quality Index (AQI) of over
500. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will unveil a number of

schemes, including setting up of
100 Sainik schools all over the
country in collaboration with
the private sector, expanding the
National Cadet Corps
(NCC)network in border and
coastal areas and a  �400-crore
factory in Jhansi for manufac-
turing propulsion system for
anti-tank guided missile.

All these schemes will be
dedicated to the nation during
the two-day event in a celebra-
tion titled ‘Rashtra Raksha
Samparpan Parv’ from
November 17 in Jhansi, Uttar
Pradesh. These events are part
of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahaotsav’
celebrations.

Giving details of the events
here on Monday, Defence
Secretary Ajay Kumar said the
Prime Minister will dedicate
several new initiatives of MoD
to the Nation in a grand cere-
mony being organised in the
precincts of Jhansi Fort on
November 19, the birthday of
Rani Lakshmi Bai.  Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh will
inaugurate the event on
November 17.

The Rashtra Raksha
Samparpan Parv is being organ-
ised along with the  Uttar
Pradesh government.  The pro-
gramme on November 19 will
see the participation of the
defence minister, minister of
state for defence Ajay Bhatt,
Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath and other dig-

nitaries.
The new initiatives to be

launched include setting up of
100 New Sainik Schools, the
defence secretary said.  The
Cabinet recently approved set-
ting up of 100 Sainik Schools
throughout the country. 

These Sainik Schools will be
set up in partnership with private
educational institutions, NGOs
and state governments. At least
one Sainik Schools is proposed
in each State and Union
Territory.  These 100 Sainik
Schools shall be set up in the next
two years. All Sainik Schools will
be admitting girls also.

A NCC Alumni Association
will also be launched and Modi
is one of the ex-cadets from this
institution.  The Association is
expected to fulfill a felt demand
of lakhs of former NCC cadets.

A national programme of
Simulation Training for NCC
Cadets and training facilities for
all the three wings including
Army, Air and Naval wings will
also be inaugurated. This will
enable NCC cadets across the
country to get trained in their
respective areas.

It may be recalled that the
Prime Minister had announced
on August 15, 2020, from the
ramparts of the Red Fort, that
NCC shall be expanded in bor-
der and coastal areas. A scheme
for expanding NCC by one lakh
cadets dedicated to the border
and coastal areas of the country
was approved by Ministry of
Defence in September 2020.

Accordingly, 1,283 schools
and colleges were identified out
of which 896 are in border
areas and 255 are in coastal areas
and 132 are in Taluks housing
Air Force stations. At least 27
States and union territories have
benefitted with the implemen-
tation of the 
scheme.

As regards the factory, the
defence secretary said the pub-
lic sector Bharat Dynamics Ltd
is setting up a plant for propul-
sion system for Anti-Tank
Guided Missiles in the Jhansi
Node. It will be spread over 183
acres of land in Jhansi. The facil-
ity will involve an investment of
Rs 400 crore.

It is expected to provide
direct employment to 150 peo-

ple and indirect employment to
nearly 500 people. The founda-
tion stone of the project will be
laid by the Prime Minister on
November 19.

The Prime Minister will
hand over the Hindustan
A e r o n a u t i c s
Limited(HAL)designed and
developed Light Combat
Helicopter (LCH) to Chief of the
Air Staff.

The LCH is a new addition
to the HAL’s helicopter division.
This twin-engine helicopter is a
dedicated combat helicopter of
5-8 tonne class.  The LCH
incorporates advanced tech-
nologies and stealth features
for effective combat roles and is
designed to carry out roles such
as destruction of enemy air
defence, counter insurgency,
search and rescue, anti-tank
and counter surface force oper-
ations.  The LCH is the only
attack helicopter in the world
which can land and take-off at
an altitude of 5,000 m (16,400 ft)
with considerable load of
weapons and  fuel.

The Prime Minister will
also hand over drones designed
and developed by Indian star-
tups to Chief of the Army Staff.
The Army has decided to pro-
cure these drones from the
Indian industry.

Modi will also handover the
Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation(DRDO) designed
and Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL) manufactured Advanced
electronic warfare(EW) suite
for naval ships including that for
Indian Aircraft Carrier Vikrant.
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The Uttar Pradesh
Government on Monday

agreed to the Supreme Court
suggestion that a former judge
of its choice may be appointed
to supervise the State SIT's
probe on day-to-day basis into
the Lakhimpur Kheri violence.
The apex court said it would
need a day to decide the name
of former judge and that he
may be a Supreme Court or a
High Court judge and take his
consent.  “We need one more
day's time because we need to
talk to the judge concerned...
We will list it again on
Wednesday and find out the
judge who is willing to take up
the job,” said the bench by
Chief Justice NV Ramana. 

While consenting, UP

Government’s lawyer Harish
Salve said the state has no
issues with the apex court
appointing a former judge of its
choice to monitor the probe,
but the point that he should not

be a native of Uttar Pradesh
should not bear in mind as the
person concerned is a relevant
factor.               

The top court, while taking
note of the state's consent, red

flagged the issue of involve-
ment of mostly low-ranking
police officers in the ongoing
SIT probe in the case and
sought names of IPS officers,
who are of UP cadre but not the
native of the state, for being
included in the investigation
team.  

“The other concern is
about the task force (SIT). The
police officers of this task force
have to be little higher grade
officers and not from
Lakhimpur area...Most of the
members are SI (sub-inspec-
tor). Why don't you give some
names of some IPS officers. We
mean directly recruited IPS
officers who are in UP cadre,
but do not belong to the state
of Uttar Pradesh. Give the
names by tomorrow evening,”
said the bench.
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Union Minister  for
Minority Affairs Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi on Monday
lashed out  at the Congress for
its criticism over the  Modi-
government bringing ordi-
nances by which the tenure of
CBI and Enforcement directors
could be further extended,
saying it would  further dilute
the credibility of the opposition
party which is losing its polit-
ical base across the country.

The Congress has attacked
the Centre over its move to
issue the ordinances, saying the
government has used the two
agencies as "henchmen" who
are now being rewarded so that
"malicious prosecution" is used
to silence dissenting voices.

"Isi tarah ke aaropon ke
mantar ne Congress ko
choomantar kar diya hai (Due
to its mantra of making such
accusations, Congress is dis-
appearing)," the Minority
Affairs Minister told reporters
at an event here when asked
about the Congress' attack.

"Those who do such neg-
ative and destructive politics
only harm themselves," he said.

The tenure of the directors
of the CBI and the Enforcement

Directorate can now be extend-
ed by up to three years after the
mandated term of two years,
according to two ordinances
brought in by the government
on Sunday.           Attacking the
Congress, Naqvi said those
who hurl accusations should
have at least some positivity.

Earlier, inaugurating
‘Hunar Hat’  here at ‘Pragati
Maidan’,  the Union Minister
said  Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 'vocal for local' mantra
has proved to be an effective
mechanism for strengthening
the economy and the vision of
self-reliance. Naqvi said that
during the Covid crisis, indige-
nous production capacity ful-
filled domestic needs and
became the "safety cover" for
the Indian economy.

The minister said the
country, which used to depend
on foreign imports even for
food grains, has now not only
become self-reliant in food
grains production but is also
exporting food grains to the
entire world.

India's self-reliance in food
grains production is a result of
hardwork of our "Annadatas"
(food providers) and the Modi
government's efforts to ensure
"Aatmanirbhar Krishi Aur

Krishak (self-reliant agriculture
and farmer)",  he said.

“India has become a major
hub of the pharmacy sector,
within a year of the Covid pan-
demic, the country made the
entire world realise its capabil-
ity and strength in indigenous
production by developing
"Made in India" Covid vaccine,
various medical equipment
and other indigenous life-sav-
ing medicines to ensure the
health and well-being of the
people, said Naqvi.

India's traditional and
ancestral legacy of handloom-
handicraft has been promoted
by Prime Minister Modi's
mantra of 'vocal for local' and
"Swadeshi", he said.

The 'Hunar Haat' has not
only made the artisans and
craftsmen self-reliant, it has
also strengthened the com-
mitment to "Aatmanirbhar
Bharat", he said.The 'Hunar
Haat' at Pragati Maidaan is the
33rd in a series of such exhibi-
tions across the country.

More than 550 artisans
and craftsmen from over 30
states and union territories are
participating in the "Hunar
Haat", being organized at Hall
No 3, Pragati Maidan from
November 14-27 this year.
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In the backdrop of fast changing global secu-
rity scenario and new threats, Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday urged
scholars to inculcate high end technological
capability and diverse skill sets to keep abreast
with the times.

Making this observation here after unveil-
ing a plaque at the Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses(IDSA) to rename the institute after
former Defence Minister late Manohar Parrikar,
he also said “All of you are studying from tra-
ditional warfare to non-contact and hybrid war-
fare and  other concepts of war. But along with
comprehensive national security comes high end
technological capability, a population of a
diverse skill set and national economic strength.”

The renaming as Manohar Parrikar Institute
for Defence Studies and Analyses (MP-IDSA)
by the Defence Minister , who is the President
of the Institute, follows the unanimous decision
by the general body earlier this year to effect the
change in the memory of the former Defence
Minister. The renaming coincided with the 57th

Foundation Day of the Institute that is celebrated
on November 11 every year.

Addressing the gathering, Rajnath termed MP-
IDSA as an invaluable treasure which can provide
a new direction to the defence and security of the
country. The Defence Minister lauded the hard
work and determination of the institute which, he
said, has emerged as one of the best think-tanks
in the field of defence, national security and inter-
national relations in the last almost six decades.

He described it as a unique institution, which
has brought together the talents in academia and
different research areas as well as government
departments of many countries.

“The ideas that came out of the brain-
storming have helped decision makers in deal-
ing with the challenges of the 21st century. This
institute has reached people through its large
number of publications. It is constantly striving
to carry forward its glorious legacy,” Rajnath
added.

Paying rich tributes to the former Defence
Minister, Rajnath remembered late Manohar
Parrikar who, during his time as Defence
Minister, had focussed on promoting the work
of the institute.

Recalling his long association with him,
Rajnath said Parrikar had a deep understand-
ing of matters related to defence and his insis-
tence on indigenisation and efforts for politico-
military synergy made him an invaluable asset.

“He was a thoughtful leader for our Armed
Forces. His leadership in the 2016 counter-ter-
rorist strikes following the Uri incident and the
decision of 'One Rank One Pension' taken in the
interest of the Armed forces will be long
remembered,” he added.
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This has reference to reports
in media alluding to the

absence of Vice President of
India M.Venkaiah Naidu at a
ceremony in the Central Hall of
Parliament on November 14,
2021 on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of former Prime
Minister late Jawaharlal Nehru.

In this regard, it is hereby
stated that the Vice President of
India never attends such cere-
monies organized in the
Central Hall of Parliament as a
matter of convention and it was
misleading to suggest that Vice
President Venkaiah Naidu
skipped the ceremony.

The said misleading
reports have caused deep dis-
tress to the Vice President, as
per a statement from Rajya
Sabha secretariat. Naidu, who
was out of Delhi on Sunday,
paid tributes to the former
Prime Minister late Jawaharlal
Nehru and the same was
reported in the media.
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Days after former Punjab
Chief Minister Captain

Amarinder Singh announced
that he will launch a political
party under the name of
Punjab Lok Congress, the
Election Commission (EC) has
received an application from an
association seeking to register
itself as a political party under
the same name.

"An application for regis-
tration of a political party
under section 29A of
Representation of the People
Act, from an association want-
ing to be registered as a polit-
ical party under name of
Punjab Lok Congress party, has
been received in the EC," a
source in the EC said without
elaborating. The application is
under process, the source
added.

Earlier this month, Singh
had resigned from the
Congress, accusing party pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi, and senior
leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra of

hatching a ‘midnight conspir-
acy’ to oust him. On November
2, Singh, in a seven-page
scorching letter to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi,
resigned from the grand old
party. At the same time, he also
announced the formation of his
new political party 'Punjab
Lok Congress'.

Taking on Congress
Punjab President Navjot Singh
Sidhu, Amarinder Singh called
him a person of 'unstable mind'
and stated, "you will one day
regret this decision and it
would be too late by them. I am
sure you must be regretting it
now.

The 79-year-old leader
had timed his bitter resignation
letter with the announcement
on the name of his new party.
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The Union Health Ministry
on Monday said that

changes have been made in
post-mortem protocols to allow
the procedure to be conducted
after sunset in hospitals with
adequate infrastructure in a bid
to boost organ donation.

“The post-mortem proto-
cols were changed in response
to the multiple references that
have been received by the
Union Health Ministry from
various sources and in line with
the Government’s commitment
to promoting ease of living by
reducing the burden imposed

due to compliance to govern-
ment processes,” said the
Ministry explaining the reason
for tweaking the 
protocol.

The ministry further said:
“Apart from friends and rela-
tives of the deceased, this new
procedure also promotes organ
donation and transplant as
organs can be harvested in the
stipulated time window after
the procedure.”

The release added that the
changes were introduced after
a technical committee in the
Directorate General of Health
Services, Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,

examined the representations.
In fact, some institutes are

already performing night-time
post-mortem. So, in view of the
rapid advancement and
improvement in technology,
especially the availability of
required lighting and infra-
structure required for post-
mortem, performing night-
time post-mortem in hospitals
is now feasible.

Before hospitals are
allowed to do so, the fitness and
adequacy of the infrastructure
will have to be assessed by the
hospital in charge to ensure
that there is no dilution of evi-
dentiary value. 
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New Delhi: Chronic inflam-
mation caused by obesity may
trigger the development of cells
that break down bone tissue,
including the bone that holds
teeth in place, according to new
University at Buffalo research
that sought to improve under-
standing of the connection
between obesity and gum dis-
ease. Bone loss is a major symp-
tom of gum disease and may ulti-

mately lead to tooth loss. Also
known as periodontal disease,
gum disease affects more than
47% of adults 30 years and
older, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention. The study, complet-
ed in an animal model and
published in October in the
Journal of Dental Research,
found that excessive inflamma-
tion resulting from obesity rais-

es the number of myeloid-
derived suppressor cells
(MDSC), a group of immune
cells that increase during illness
to regulate immune function.
MDSCs, which originate in the
bone marrow, develop into a
range of different cell types,
including osteoclasts (a cell that
breaks down bone tissue).

"Although there is a clear
relationship between the degree

of obesity and periodontal dis-
ease, the mechanisms that
underpin the links between these
conditions were not completely
understood," says Keith
Kirkwood, DDS, PhD, professor
of oral biology in the UB School
of Dental Medicine.

"This research promotes the
concept that MDSC expansion
during obesity to become osteo-
clasts during periodontitis is

tied to increased alveolar bone
destruction. Taken together, this
data supports the view that obe-
sity raises the risk of periodon-
tal bone loss," says Kyuhwan
Kwack, PhD, postdoctoral asso-
ciate in the UB Department of
Oral Biology.

Also, the expression of 27
genes tied to osteoclast formation
were significantly elevated in the
group fed a high-fat diet.

New Delhi: Senior IPS officer
Sheel Vardhan Singh  on
Monday assumed the charge of
Director General, Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF).
Prior to his appointment as DG,
CISF, he was serving as Special
Director, Intelligence Bureau.

Singh is B.A. (Honours) in
English literature. He joined the
Indian Police Service in the year
1986 at the age of 23 and was
allotted the Bihar cadre. During
his distinguished career spanning
35 years, he has held many
important and sensitive positions
in Bihar as also during his
Central deputation.  Singh has
served in the Ministry of
External affairs at the Indian
High Commission, Dhaka,
Bangladesh as First Secretary.
Later, in Intelligence Bureau he
served as Addl. Director & Spl.
Director. Singh was decorated
with the President’s Police Medal
for Meritorious Service in the
year 2004 and President's Police
Medal for Distinguished Service
in 2010. He has become the 29th
DG of the CISF. PNS
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Monday expressed con-

cern over gradual decay in the
discipline and decorum in the
legislatures. Addressing a press
conference on the eve of 100th
anniversary of the All India
Presiding Officers' Conference
(AIPOC), he said it will pon-
der upon the continuing
decline in decorum of the leg-
islatures across the country.   

Prime Minister Narendra
Modo will inaugurate the con-
ference at Shimla on November
17.  AIPOC, the apex body of the
legislatures in India, is celebrat-
ing its hundred years in 2021. 

"The Shimla Conference
will ponder over gradual decay
in the discipline and decorum
in the legislatures which is a
matter of concern," he said.
The speaker also emphasised
on the roles and responsibilities
of members in the House for
the smooth conduct of pro-
ceedings.  Talking about the
anti-defection law, Birla said a
committee was constituted on
the subject matter during the
Presiding Officers' Conference
in 2019 and it is likely that a
detailed discussion on the
report will be held in Shimla.
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The CBI on Monday said it
has registered a case of

alleged post-poll violence in
West Bengal. With this, the
total number of cases in post
poll-violence has reached 45.

The CBI has been taking
over cases relating to violence
in West Bengal after the
Assembly polls in the State ear-
lier this year.

“It was alleged that the
accused attempted to rape the
victim. It was further alleged
that the complainant was
returning home along with her
friend from her relative’s house
at Kandi, Mrushidabad when
few youths intercepted the com-
plainant and her friend,” the
CBI said in a statement.

The agency further said, “It

was also alleged that youths
raped her friend, and one
youth attempted to rape the
complainant. The victim in
the present case had allegedly
complained about the incident
to local Police, but no case was
registered. As such, a fresh case
has been registered by CBI.”

The CBI had earlier regis-
tered a separate case on August
25, 2021, taking over the inves-
tigation of the case earlier reg-
istered at Police Station
Nabagram in Murshidabad dis-
trict vide FIR No. 114/2021
dated May 10, 2021 against
three accused on the allegations
of gang rape of the friend of the
complainant in this case, it said.

CBI has so far registered 45
cases related to violence and
other offences in West Bengal.
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Clear and simple specific
warning labels on the front

of packaged foods that can be
easily understood by all can
help cut down consumption of
high fat, sugar and sodium
(HFSS) causing serious disor-
ders like diabetes, stroke and
obesity, health experts have
asserted. NCDs cause an
alarming 64.9 percent of the
deaths in our country and 40
percent of hospital stays.

“This (FOPL) would
ensure curbing NCDs as has
been done successfully done by
the Chile”, Padma Shri awardee
and leading endocrinologist
Dr Anoop Misra said in a dis-
cussion with Gaurav S. Karrir
from Institute for Governance,
Policies and Politics (IGPP), an
advocacy group on the World
Diabetes Day on Sunday.

“Chile has mandated front-
of-package warning labels,
restricted marketing to chil-
dren, and banned in-school
sales of packaged foods and
beverages high in calories and
added sugar sodium, or satu-
rated fat and exceeding set
thresholds for these nutrients
or for overall calorie content to
carry FOPL—black octagon(s)
with the words high-in sugar,
sodium, saturated fat, and/or
calories, whichever applies,”
said Dr Misra.

Results have been encour-
aging. “These products saw a
reduction in the consumption
of sugary drinks by 23%,” said
Dr Misra, who also happens to
be the executive chairman of
Fortis C-DOC Hospital for
Diabetes and Allied Sciences.
The World Health
Organization (WHO) has also
found that regulations such as
these are instrumental in
reducing NCDs globally.

Nutritionist and diabetes
educator, Sugandha Kehar also
supported the FOPL stating
that clear and simple labeling
can help people including
mothers make better and
healthy choices for their kids
and family.

Dr. Misra expressed dis-
pleasure that while the NCDs
mostly caused by the unhealthy
dies is on increase, India’s top
food regulator FSSAI is yet to
take any decision on the FOPL
except holding a series of
debates on the issue since 2013.

With no check on what is
being sold in the market, Dr
Misra pointed out that sugar is
the single most important fac-
tor for obesity and consequent
diabetes while high salt results
in hypertension and consequent
risk of heart diseases. Kehar
called for intensified awareness
campaigns against HFSS laden
foods and help the people make
healthy eating choices.
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Rains continued to batter Kerala
for the third day in succession

on Monday as three deaths have
been confirmed from various
places in the State till 6 PM. All
rivers are overflowing and many
houses collapsed in the districts of
Kozhikode, Thiruvananthapuram
and Pathanamthitta.

Kuttanadu, the State’s Rice
Bowl, in Alappuzha district has
been submerged in flood waters.
Roads leading to Sabarimala, the
holy shrine atop the Western
Ghats in Pathanamthitta district too has
been flooded due to incessant rains putting
a question mark on this year’s pilgrimage
season which begins on Tuesday. The
opening of the sanctum sanctorum of the
temple was held on Monday in the pres-
ence of the shrine’s chief priest and mem-
bers of the royal family of Pandhalam, the
traditional owners of the temple.

Schools and colleges in many districts
remained shut down on Monday.
Landslides disrupted rail traffic between

Thiruvananthapuram and Nagercoil on
Monday. Efforts were in to remove the
obstacles from the track to resume the train
services by Tuesday.

Weather Bureau has announced that
the rains would subside by Tuesday.
Meteorologists attributed the Easterly
winds blowing from the high pressure
region of Siberia to the Bay of Bengal as
the reason for the  downpour that has been
tormenting Kerala for the last few 
weeks.
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Come November 20, the world will see
a new initiative from Tamil Nadu to

wean people away from their gadgets like
mobile phones, lap-tops and desk tops.
From 7.70 pm to 8.30 pm, families will dis-
connect from their gadgets and spend time
with their children-playing, talking, eating
and laughing together; rediscovering the
pleasure of each other’s company in a fun
way, says Parent Circle, a venture by Ramco
Group, Tamil Nadu based industrial con-
glomerate which has interests in cement,
computers, real estate and educational
institutions.

The Pioneer has carried a news report
about a scientific research in the US find-
ing that addiction to gadgets like mobile
phones and computers was as harmful as
drugs. The mission by Parent Circle is to
make people as well as the children to dis-
connect from their gadgets for one hour
and get reconnected to the near and dear

ones at least for an hour. November 20 is
being observed as World Children’s Day
by the United Nations and Parent Circle
decided it to the ideal day to launch the
mission to Disconnect to Reconnect.

“Though we were all home together
during the pandemic, we were in many
ways disconnected from our family mem-
bers – particularly our children – due to
our extreme dependence on technolo-
gy.With the parents busy working from
home and the children busy with online
classes, every
one has been cocooned in a ‘connected’
world of their own,” said Nalina
Ramalakshmi, founder and chairperson,
Parent Circle.

She said that Governments of Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry are actively par-
ticipating in this endeavour by sending
messages to teachers and students to take
a break of one hour from their gadgets and
on-line assignments and to spend the time
with family members. 

Itanagar: Two days after five Assam
Rifles personnel, including a colonel-
rank officer, were killed in ambush in
Manipur, soldiers of the paramilitary
force on Monday shot dead three militants
of National Socialist Council of Nagaland
(Khaplang), a separatist organisation, in a
remote part of Arunachal Pradesh's
Longding district.

The rebels were gunned down by
Assam Rifles (AR) at Khogla Village in
Wakka Circle of the district around 8 am,
Longding Deputy Commissioner Bani
Lego stated.

One AR jawan was reportedly injured
in the incident, he said.        A team of dis-
trict police officers later visited the village,
located along the country's border with
Myanmar, to collect the bodies and sent
them for post-mortem, the DC said.

The slain ultras are yet to be identified,
he said, adding that more details are await-
ed. 

On Saturday, a commanding officer of
the Assam Rifles, his wife and son, along
with four other personnel of the force, lost
their lives in an ambush by militants in
Churachandpur district of Manipur. PTI
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The Bengal Government suffered yet
another blow with the Calcutta High

Court on Monday ordering an inquiry into
the alleged irregularities in distributing
relief to the flood victims in Malda and
Murshidabad district.

Hearing a petition the Bench of Chief
Justice Prakash Srivastava on Monday
ordered a probe to be conducted by
Comptroller and Auditor General and
directed the State Government to submit
a report by February 14 stating the amount
sanctioned for the flood relief and the
amount spent for that purpose.

The Court has also said that while
CAG will conduct the probe the central
Government will keep an eye over it and
the State Go9vernment will have to coop-
erate in the investigation.

A public interest litigation was filed in
the Court in 2019 seeking an order direct-
ing investigation into a flood relief scam
worth crores in Malda and Murshidabad
district of the State. Thousands of people
had been affected in the flood that hit these
two districts in 2017.

Subsequently the Government

announced Rs 70,000 for those affected in
the flood. A large part of the amount was
to come from the central Government.

However, the opposition BJP and Left
complained of large-scale irregularities in
distributing relief. “Crores of rupees were
paid to unaffected people mostly belong-
ing to the ruling Trinamool Congress while
hundreds of those who were affected by the
flood received nothing,” said CPI(M)
leader Sujan Chakrabarty.

A P:IL was filed in the High Court in
2019 post which the thenAdvocate General
conceded before the Court that there
indeed had been irregularities adding the
guilty people had been showcaused and
they had been asked to return the amount.
However the Court reprimanded the
Government wondering whether issuing
showcause notices and asking return of the
misappropriated money was enough. The
Court also asked as to why no FIR was reg-
istered against the guilty.

Senior TMC leaders later said that the
corruption had taken place at the level of
some village pradhans --- a contention that
was summarily rejected by the opposition
which demanded action against the cul-
prits.
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Two women journalists, arrested
by Tripura police over their writ-

ings on the recent communal inci-
dents which allegedly created a
"sense of hatred between communi-
ties", were granted bail by a magis-
trate's court on Monday.

Samriddhi Sakunia and Swarna
Jha, journalists with HW News
Network, were produced before the
court of Chief Judicial Magistrate
(CJM) of Gomati district Shubhra
Nath, who granted them bail on bail
bonds of �7,500. They have been
asked to mark their attendance at
Kakrabon police station of the dis-
trict on Tuesday before leaving the
state.

Presenting his arguments for
bail, their advocate Pijush Biswas
asserted there was no evidence that
they spread communal hatred. "The
charges made against the journalists
are completely baseless. Police filed
the case with mala fide intention,” he

insisted.
Biswas said his clients will move

the Supreme Court for quashing the
case. An FIR was filed against
the journalists at Fatikroy police sta-
tion on Sunday on a complaint by a
VHP supporter alleging that they had
maligned the image of the Tripura
government with their reporting,
according to a statement issued by
their employer. 

The duo was detained by Assam
police in Karimganj district on
Sunday, when they were on way to
Silchar airport, at the request of
Tripura police, and kept at a
Government-run shelter home for
women. 

They were arrested by Tripura
police on Monday morning and
produced before the CJM's court in
Gomati district. A senior
Tripura police official had claimed
the journalists planned to fly outside
the state. Officials asked them to
meet some police officers before leav-
ing. The duo then started for Silchar

in Assam without informing the
authorities, prompting Tripura police
to request their Assam counterparts
to detain them. 

The official said the journalists
had posted on social media that a
mosque was burnt in Gomati district
and a copy of the Quran was dam-
aged. “Police suspect that the videos
uploaded by her (Sakunia) were doc-
tored and police want to know if the
videos are fake or true by interrogat-
ing them," he added. In a
tweet on November 11, Sakunia had
written, “#Tripuraviolence Darga
Bazaar: On 19th October at around
2:30 am, some unidentified people
burnt down the mosque in Darga
Bazaar area. People in the neighbor-
hood are very upset with the fact that
now they don't have any place near-
by to go and pray.” 

A press release issued by the office
of Tripura police chief V S Yadav had
claimed that Sakunia's posts were not
true and promoted a sense of hatred
between communities. 
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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat Anti-
Terrorist Squad (ATS) has seized
drugs valued at over �1,900
crore since 2016, and out of
these, narcotics worth �900 crore
were recovered this year alone,
officials said on Monday.

More than 70 people were
arrested by the ATS during this
period in some of the major
cases related to narcotics, they
said, adding that smugglers from
Pakistan had been trying to use
the Gujarat coast as a transit
route to transport narcotics to
their destination, especially in
the last four years, but all such
attempts were foiled.       

This year, heroin worth
�900 crore was seized in differ-
ent operations, including 120 kg
of the contraband valued at
�600 crore recovered on Sunday
from Morbi district, which was
also sent by a Pakistani smuggler
and brought to the Gujarat coast

through sea route, the ATS offi-
cials said. 

Since 2016, various drugs,
including heroin, mandrax,
methamphetamine (or MD),
charas and brown sugar, collec-
tively weighing 2,242 kg and
worth �1,923 crore in global
market were seized by the ATS,
they said.

In September this year, the
ATS in a joint operation with the
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) seized
30 kg of heroin worth Rs 150
crore transported by an Iranian
fishing boat at the Arabian Sea
of the Gujarat coast.

Last year, the ATS had seized
drugs worth �177 crore, in 2019
worth �526 crore, in 2018 of �14
crore, and in 2016 of �303 crore.
No major contraband was seized
in 2017, according to the ATS
data. 

Gujarat ATS Deputy
Inspector General (Operations)

Himanshu Shukla told reporters
on Monday that Pakistani drug
syndicates have been trying to
use the Gujarat coast as a tran-
sit route for smuggling purpos-
es, but all their attempts were
foiled by the State police and cen-
tral agencies, like the Coast
Guard and the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI).

"Pakistani drug cartels have
been trying to use the Gujarat
coast as the transit route because
of its proximity to the neigh-
bouring country," Shukla said.

"All such attempts have been
thwarted by the Gujarat police
and other central agencies, and
in future too, no such attempts
will succeed. A large quantity of
drugs have been seized at the sea
by the ATS, ICG and marine
police. We have a 1,600-km-long
coastline, hence all the agencies
work in coordination to achieve
this," the official said. PTI
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Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav on
Monday charged the BJP
Government with compromis-
ing on the quality of
Purvanchal Expressway to cut
down the project cost and
inaugurate it before the
Assembly polls to claim cred-
it.Regretting the denial of per-
mission by the Ghazipur
administration to use the
expressway on the pretext of its
inauguration, the SP chief said
his party will offer flowers in a
symbolic gesture to mark the
inauguration on Tuesday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to inaugu-
rate the 340-km-long express-
way connecting Ghazipur with
Lucknow in Sultanpur on
Tuesday. "In a bid to make it
cheap, there has been a com-
promise on its quality. To take
credit ahead of the polls, the
BJP is going to inaugurate the
half-baked (‘aadha-adhura')
Purvanchal Expressway. There
has been a compromise with

the quality with which it should
have been built," the SP chief
told reporters.

He said the foundation of
the expressway was laid during
his party's tenure.  Pointing to
the quality of work on the
Agra-Lucknow expressway, he
said in recent rains, some por-
tion of it caved in.  "If you
had travelled on the Agra-
Lucknow expressway, you
would have experienced that
tea will not spill even if you
drive at 100 km per hour," he
said. "But, we don't know
which bitumen has been mixed
that if you increase the speed,
then you will have stomachache
and even pain in your waist,"
Yadav said.

He also claimed that the
government snatched the
expressway work from compa-
nies which could have made a
better road. "We feel
happy that the prime minister
has not inaugurated any qual-
ity road like the one made dur-
ing the rule of the Samajwadis,"

he said, adding that they are not
taking side of the companies
from which the work was
snatched.Those companies are
doing the best job in the coun-
try. If they had made the
expressway, it would have been
better than the Agra-Lucknow
expressway," Yadav said.  

"But, we don't know which
quality has been brought by our
Baba CM,” he said taking a dig
at Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath."Dividers and
medians have been reduced to
make it cheap," the former UP
chief minister alleged.

However, Akhilesh Yadav
did not mention names of the
companies. Yadav also said if
the SP is voted to power, it will
construct a market along the
expressway and provide all
facilities. Yadav further said,
"The Samajwadi Party will on
November 16 offer flowers in
a symbolic gesture to inaugu-
rate it. Very soon the SP will
make a programme to move on
the expressway."   PTI
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Kochi: The Kerala High Court on
Monday dismissed the plea of a
former police officer, accused of
falsely implicating Nambi
Narayanan in a spying case in
1994, who had alleged that the ex-
ISRO scientist influenced the CBI
probe against him back then.

Former Kerala Police officer
S Vijayan had alleged that
Narayanan influenced the CBI
probe by entering into land deals
worth crores with the then inves-
tigating officials of the agency.

Justice R Narayana Pisharadi
dismissed Vijayan's plea. The
detailed order is awaited.    Vijayan,
along with 17 other former Kerala
police and IB officials, is facing a
CBI probe for allegedly falsely
implicating Narayanan and some
others in the 1994 spying case.

Vijayan had argued before
the high court that he had placed
before the trial court encum-
brance certificates of several acres
of land in the Tirunelveli district
of Tamil Nadu which show
Narayanan or his son as power of
attorney holders.        These lands

were sold to the CBI officials,
Vijayan had alleged and contend-
ed that this material was sufficient
for the trial court to order an
investigation under the Prevention
of Corruption Act against the sci-
entist and the agency officials.

]The high court, however, had
said that encumbrance certifi-
cates do not prove sale of land and
asked Vijayan to show the actual
sale deeds.

The high court had also said
that sanction to prosecute would
also be required for the trial court
to order an investigation.

Vijayan and three others were
granted anticipatory bail by the
high court in August in the CBI's
conspiracy case against them.
Besides the four, 14 others are
named as accused in the case for
various offences, including crim-
inal conspiracy, kidnapping and
fabrication of evidence in con-
nection with the arrest and deten-
tion of Narayanan in the espionage
case.

Besides Narayanan, two
Maldivian women -- Mariyam
Rasheeda and Fouziyya Hassan -
- were also arrested and detained
in the case. The two women were
jailed for over three years before
being released.        The two
Maldives nationals recently moved
the CBI requesting it to place
before the Supreme Court their
claim for damages of Rs 2 crore
from each of the 18 officers who
are arrayed as accused in the con-
spiracy case being probed by the
agency. The women have urged the
agency to place their claim for
damages before the apex court
when it hears CBI's appeal against
the Kerala High Court order
granting anticipatory bail to the
four accused - a former DGP of
Gujarat, two former police officers
of Kerala, and a retired intelligence
official - in the conspiracy case
being probed by the agency.

The agency, in its appeal,
has sought cancellation of the
anticipatory bail granted to the
four accused by the high court on
August 13.
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Jammu: At least two heavily armed
terrorists were gunned down by the
joint team of security forces in
Hyderpora area of Srinagar late
Monday evening.  The vehicular
movement on the highway near the
site of encounter was suspended to
prevent any injury to civilians pass-
ing through the area. 

According to a Twitter handle of
Kashmir Zone police, "in the initial
exchange of fire one terrorist was neu-
tralised. The second terrorist was neu-

tralised almost two hours later". 
Till the time of filing the report

the operation was still going on.
The identities of the slain terror-

ists could not be ascertained as their
dead bodies had not been retrieved so
far from the encounter site. 

Three terrorists were neutralised
in two separate encounters in Srinagar
and Kulgam districts on Friday. So far
135 terrorists have been neutralised
across Kashmir valley this year in dif-
ferent encounters.  PNS
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Renowned historian, Padma
Vibhushan awardee, an author-

ity on Maratha warrior Chhatrapati
Shivaji and theatre personality
Balwant Moreshwar Purandare –
popularly known as Babasaheb
Purandare – died at a private hos-
pital at Pune after a brief illness, in
the early hours of Monday.

Purandare was 99. He breathed
his last the Dinanath Mangeshkar
Hospital & Research Centre,
around 5.07 am.

After he was diagnosed with
pneumonia, he had been admitted
to the hospital a week ago. His con-
dition deteriorated on Sunday
evening. He was put on ventilator
in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of
the hospital, after his condition
turned critical.

Thousands of his admirers
turned out at his Pune residence
where his body was kept for final
darshan. His last rites were per-
formed at Vaikunth Crematorium
with full state honours at around
noon. 

Rich tributes were paid to
Puranare – who was known for bet-
ter part of his life as ‘Shivsahir,” a

bard of Shivaji -- from prominent
personalities from various walks of
life. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who was among the first
leaders to express his condolence
over the demise of Purandare , said
that Purandare  “was witty, wise and
had rich knowledge of Indian his-
tory”.

“Shivshahir Babasaheb
Purandare will live on due to his
extensive works. In this sad hour,
my thoughts are with his family and
countless admirers. Om Shanti,”
Modi tweeted.

“Shivshahir Babasaheb
Purandare was witty, wise and had
rich knowledge of Indian history.
I had the honour of interacting with
him very closely over the years. A
few months back, had addressed his
centenary year programme,” the
Prime Minister added.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, whose late
father Bal Thasckeray considered
Purandare as one of his earliest ide-
ologues, said that Shivsahir
Purandare’s eternal adoration of
Chhatrapati Shivaji and his dedi-
cation towards studying the life and
times of the Maratha warrior king
was his greatest source of energy

and inspiration throughout his
life.

Governor Bhagar Singh
Koshyari, NCP President Sharad
Pawar, Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar. Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis of the BJP,
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
President Raj Thackeray, state and
union ministers paid homage to
Purandare.

Born on July 29, 1922 at
Saswad near then Poona  and now
Pune, Purandare had been fasci-
nated by Chhatrapati Shivaji from
his early age. He had penned essays
and stories which were later pub-
lished in a book form, 'Thinagya'
(Sparks).

His other prominent works
included Raja Shivachatrapati and
Kesari, and a book on life of
Narayanrao Peshwa. Raja
Shivchhatrapat was Purandare’s a
two-part, 900-page magnum opus
on Shivaji in Marathi. It was first
published in the late 1950s and has
since gone through numerous re-
prints over decades.

His most well-known of his
works was a drama Jaanata Raja, a
widely popular play on Shivaji
published and first staged in 1985.

It seeks to re-create the life and
times of Chhatrapati Shivaji.

Since then Jaanata Raja has
been staged over 1,000 times in 16
districts of Maharashtra, Agra,
Delhi, Bhopal, and the United
States. Performed by more than 200
artistes, the drama is a visual
delight as it involves elephants,
camels and horses. The epic drama
is staged in various parts of the state
and country around Diwali every
year.

Apart from studying all the
forts and history of the Maratha
Empire, Purandare delivered more
than 12,000 lectures on the Maratha
warrior.

In over eight decades of his
writing and theatre career,
Purandare had delivered more
than 12,000 lectures on Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and had studied all
the forts and history of the Maratha
Empire, which had made him an
authority on the subject.

He was awarded the Padma
Vibhushan, India's second-highest
civilian award on January 25, 2019.
Among the other awards,
Purandare bagged in his lifetime
was 'Maharashtra Bhushan' (2015).

His wife Nirmala Purandare

(1933–2019) was a veteran social
activist who founded “Vanasthali”
in Pune. She had worked among
rural women rural women in the
field of child welfare.  Purandare is
survived by renowed writer-
painter-singer daughter Madhuri
and two sons, Amrut and Prasad.

Purandare, who would have
turned 100 on July 29, 2022 if he
were to be alive, was felicitated at
a public function on July 29 2021
on his entering the milestone 100th
year of his life, by Maharashtra
Education Society and Itihaas
Premi Mandal,

Apart from Raja
Shivachatrapati, Kesari, 'Thinagya
and Jaanata Raja, Purandare’s other
works included:  "Maharaj",
"Shelarkhind", "Gadkot  Kille",
"Agra", "Lal Mahal", "Purandar",
"Rajgad", "Panhalgad", "Sinhagad",
"Pratapgad", "Purandaryanchi
Daulat",  "Mujaryache Mankari",
"Fulwanti", "Savitri" and
"Kalawantinicha Sajja". 

His two-volume novel Raja
Shivachatrapati  was adapted into
a television serial in Marathi – with
a Pune-based doctor -turned-NCP
MP Dr.Amol R. Kolhe playing the
title role.
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New Delhi: Twenty-eight per cent of the 40 sitting
MLAs in Goa had declared criminal cases against them-
selves while 23 per cent had declared serious criminal
cases against them in their election affidavits, poll rights
group Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) said.

The ADR and Goa Election Watch have analysed
the criminal, financial and other background details
of all 40 legislatures. The analysis is based on the affi-
davits submitted by them prior to the 2017 Assembly
elections and bypolls conducted thereafter.

Of the 40 sitting MLAs analysed, 11 (28 per cent)
have declared criminal cases against themselves and
nine (23 per cent) MLAs have declared serious crim-
inal cases, it said.

The report said seven (26 per cent) out of 27 MLAs
from the BJP, one (20 per cent) out of five MLAs from
the Congress, one (33 per cent) out of three MLAs from
the Goa Forward Party, one (100 per cent) out of one
MLA from the NCP and one (33 per cent) out of the
3 Independent MLAs have declared criminal cases
against themselves in their affidavits, the ADR said.

The poll rights body further said five (19 per cent)
out of 27 MLAs from the BJP, one (20 per cent) out of
five MLAs from the Congress, one (33 per cent) out
of 3 MLAs from the Goa Forward Party, the lone (100
per cent) NCP MLA and one (33 per cent) out of the
three Independent MLAs have declared serious crim-
inal cases against themselves in their affidavits.

Meanwhile, all 40 sitting MLAs are ‘crorepatis’
(those with assets of �1 crore or more), the report
said.
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sile defence systems like the
Saudi-procured Patriot batter-
ies had come a cropper against
the crude drone attacks fired by
Yemen’s Houthi rebels in 2019.
Even the subsequent expo-
sure of the much-bandied
Israel’s Iron Dome interceptors
in the Israeli-Hamas war result-
ed in 60-odd Hamas rockets
piercing through the Israeli air
defence system. Such demon-
strated gaps in the supposed-
ly ‘cutting edge’ and existing
missile defence systems put the
threat of the Chinese hyperson-
ic capability in another realm,
even if the Chinese trial mis-
sile is believed to have missed
the target by 24 miles.

Some naysayers have
downplayed the Chinese alarm
by pointing to the possible
attempts by the Pentagon and
the all-powerful arms industry
to drum up the critical politi-
cal rhetoric and warmongering
towards finances for the esti-
mated $1.3 trillion investment
in ‘nuclear modernisation’ of its
entire base of the nuclear ‘triad’.
Aiding this plausible view is the
recent Biden commitment
towards defending Taiwan mil-
itarily, signing AUKUS (a secu-
rity pact among the US, UK
and Australia) and punting
substantially on the sensitive
microchip industry to stay
ahead of the Chinese on the
technological front. In times of
overall economic hardship
(COVID crisis, ironically orig-

inating from China), parallel
allusion to a grave Cold War
moment to frame a compelling
and bipartisan national argu-
ment in favour of strengthen-
ing the military wherewithal is
politically kosher.

Irrespective of the suitabil-
ity of the expression, the fact
remains that while the US too
has been working on hyperson-
ic technology, it has yet to con-
duct a hypersonic weapons
test. True to their patent play-
book of deflection, the Chinese
have rubbished news of
‘weaponising’ the technology
and, instead, attributed the
same towards a re-useable
space vehicle for “peaceful pur-
poses”. This convenient tact
affords the Chinese to rebuff
any calls towards nuclear arms
control until the last moment,
by when the die is cast in
Beijing’s favour. The unofficial
Chinese mouthpiece, Global
Times, worded its ostensible
clarification while still retaining
the spectre of threat in its
phraseology: “It is Washington
that has gone hysterical in
viewing China. Granted, the US
has enough nuclear weapons to
destroy the planet several times
over, but China has sufficient
countermeasures to make its
rivals fear and think twice
before launching a strike against
China. This is the goal of
China’s defence strategy that the
US does not understand.”

Such weapons and tech-

nology add to the ‘destabilising’
quotient of the Chinese imper-
atives that can be masked in
unrelated socio-economic-
diplomatic manoeuvres that are
usually deployed in adjunct to
the military footprint. Oddly,
the reverse-engineering of
American technology has
played a considerable role in
developing platforms like the
Chinese hypersonic missiles
programme, which the seminal
Financial Times article (which
broke the news first) described
as “far more advanced than the
US officials realised”, adding
that “the test raised new ques-
tions about why the US often
underestimated China’s mili-
tary modernisation”.

Meanwhile, back home,
the Indian leadership is con-
tent with obfuscations,
whataboutery, mealy-
mouthed statements and polit-
ical bombast to downplay the
Chinese threat. The reality of
the Chinese capabilities is
staring at the world, and it calls
for an honest, detailed and
thorough recognition of the
threat perceptions with due
preparation for countermea-
sures. The professional and
realistic assessment of a
‘Sputnik Moment’ by a US
General is one such lesson.

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — While allegations are made by the
Opposition parties that constitutional
bodies like the CBI, ED and IT are mis-
used by the ruling dispensation to tar-
get opponents and others who don’t toe
their line of thinking, the Government
has given enough credence to the said
allegations by promulgating two ordi-
nances on Sunday to extend the terms
of the chiefs of the ED and CBI up to five
years from the earlier mandatory two
year tenure for such positions. It is said
that the Centre has enacted the ordi-
nances to beat the Supreme Court’s order
that no more extension should be given
to the incumbent Chief of the ED
Sanjay Kumar Mishra, after his tenure
comes to an end on November 18.

Now, if the Government wants to
prove that the promulgations have been
made only in the interest of the nation,
and not to defy the verdict of the apex
court, they have a very good opportuni-
ty in hand to do so. The Government
should not extend the tenure of S K
Mishra anymore, allow him to retire on
the due date and appoint another senior
officer with an impeccable record as the
next Chief of the ED.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Sir — What were the reasons behind the
rise in cyber crimes against children in
2020 by over 400 per cent?. In 2019, there
were 164 reported cases against children,
in 2018, the number was 117, and in 2017,
79 such cases, as per NCRB data. Increase
of cyber crime against children from 2019
(162) to 2020 (842) is alarming. The rea-
sons behind this alarming increase is
attributed to the Coronavirus pandemic
which made it compulsory for children
to stay at home and use digital technolo-
gies more than ever. The use and popu-
larity of social media has already been
growing among children, but it increased
manifold during the COVID-induced
lockdowns. Another cause of this concern
could be the exposure to a sudden rise in
virtual learning among children in india. 

Since children are not very aware of

the cyber world, they are easy prey for
hackers. Exposure to violence and obscen-
ity, too, is an important cause.
Therefore,the need to educate children on
the risks of unsafe browsing from a
young age becomes even more important.
India is picking up pace in the field of digi-
tisation and the world is likely to revolve
around the internet for years to come.
Therefore, safe internet browsing practices
and data privacy should be taught in
schools and given equal significance. 

Tarun Patidar | Ujjain
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Sir — Referring to the Glasgow climate
pact, US climate envoy John Kerry
made a caustic comment that the
Governments had no choice but to
accept India’s coal language change for
‘the responsible use of fossil fuels.’ In con-
trast, the British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson sounded optimistic when he
said, “But today's agreement is a big step
forward and, critically, we have the first
ever international agreement to phase

down coal.” At the 26th Conference of
the Parties summit in Glasgow (COP26),
Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled
the five nectar elements, ‘Panchamrit,’
which he termed an “unprecedented con-
tribution of India to climate action.” 

Greta Thunberg’s views apart, the
cardinal question here is, can India phase
down the use of coal? As of September
2021, 2.09 lakh MW of India’s 3.89 lakh
MW installed generation capacity is ther-
mal power, generated from burning
coal and lignite, accounting for 53.6 per-
cent of the total installed capacity. And
as much as 0.60 lakh MW of thermal
power generation capacity is under con-
struction in the country. India will need
enormous investments to reduce its
dependence on fossil deposits buried
eternally under the earth. The fallacy of
the Net Zero commitment by 2070
appears obvious.

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode
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On October 4, 1954, then
Soviet Union had
launched the first earth-
orbiting satellite,

Sputnik 1, to shock the rival USA
in the early days of the Cold War.
This momentary setback in the
ensuing rivalry of sovereign com-
petences birthed the term ‘Sputnik
Moment’ to imply the disconcert-
ing technological gap between
nations, especially with an ‘enemy’
nation. The motive was to accept
the bitter reality of inequality
and galvanise the national mood
towards a common purpose and
resolve to overcome the obvious
lacunae. Later, Senator John Kerry
used the term “New Sputnik
Moment” to invoke the much-
needed spirit of bipartisanship on
matters concerning new energy
sources, education, infrastruc-
ture and technology, all of which
were falling prey to partisan chest-
thumping. Former US President
Barack Obama was to evocative-
ly posit the task of rebuilding the
economy in the aftermath of the
2007 global economic crisis as
“Our Generation’s Sputnik
Moment”! Most recently, in a
recalibrated context of the most
relevant ‘enemy’ facing the ‘Free
World’, Joint Chiefs of US Military
Staff, General Mark Milley, likened
the dangerous Chinese advance-
ments in military technology with
the test of its hypersonic weapons
system as “very close” to a
“Sputnik Moment”.

The fact that the forewarning
came from the topmost serving
General of the US military makes
the latest ‘enemy’ threat both
credible and significant. The lat-
est hair-raising alarm against the
Chinese can be contextualised to
the time when the Soviets
launched the Sputnik along with
the assumption that it could be
plunged back into the US territo-
ry without any credible deterrence
— today, similar questions of the
US military’s capability to deter a
potential Chinese deployment of
its hypersonic weapon loom. The
extremely provocative backdrop
of the ongoing Chinese belliger-
ence in the Taiwan Straits, South
China Seas or even along the
Indian border reiterates the vul-
nerability felt in the Sino-wary
sphere. As it is, the much famed
and multibillion worth of US mis-
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The Indian economy is
now moving up after
certain unsavoury sce-

narios of note-ban, pandemic
closures of activities. Gold
sales are up, event bookings are
rising, market has a good time
during Diwali despite 
cumulative inflation and less
intervention by the state 
apparatuses.

The G 20-led state controls
created panic, made people
dependent on the government
and stymied growth globally.
A free flow Diwali is changing
that. Sales rise 10 percent and
gold demand rises to 96.2
tonnes in India, says the World
Gold Council.

According to the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT), sales of its 70
million members increased
over �72,000 crore in at least

20 cities from where it could
collect the data. Some other
data claim $1.25 trillion sales.
Secretary general of CAIT
Praveen Khandelwal says that
for a long time, people had
subdued their needs because of
closure of activities in the
country and the shock that
demonetisation had given to
them. Now with the opening
up of the market and activities,
people are making their pur-
chases freely.

Many retailers say they
were apprehensive before the
festival but to their surprise
despite severe rise in prices
purchases are increasing. In
demand were items such as
earthen lamps, candles and
papier mache lamps, which
helped small potters, craftsmen
and handicraftsmen rake in
substantial profits. Sweets, dry

fruits, footwear, watches, toys,
home décor, and fashion cloth-
ing also saw huge demand.

The World Gold Council
expected gold sales would
recover from 35 per cent below
the pre-pandemic level. The
demand has been more than
expected. But it may not be as
euphoric as the government is
saying or as the Rs 1.3 lakh
crore GST collections indicate.

The CAIT says this year
sales exceeded that of 2019 —
�60,000 crore; �50,000 crore in
2018 and �43,000 crore in
2017. The confederation says

the upswing shows a sustain-
able demand trend as rising
vaccination levels along with
lower transmission levels have
instilled confidence in buyers.

The expectation is that by
March 2022, there would be
another �2 lakh crore sales. But
GST collections may not be the
actual indicator because it is
collected over high prices due
to inflation. Overall growth is
uneven. Some sections are
doing well but India slips
down on hunger index to 101
position.

The wedding season
beginning mid-November is to
continue the boom. The wed-
dings this year are expected to
happen with the usual pomp
and show. Countrywide, the
demand for gold sales surged.
Weddings are one of the
biggest drivers of gold purchas-

es in India as bullion in the
form of jewellery is an essen-
tial part of a bride’s dowry and
also a popular gift from fam-
ily and guests.

Gold remains the biggest
financial security instrument
for rural and other families.
The investment is considered
secure and appreciating. For
the bride too it is an essential
part of her dowry and also a
sought after gift from family
and guests. After two years of
pandemic and severe hits to
the economy due to note-ban
a semblance of restoration is
being noticed.

The weddings also create
wealth distribution at various
levels. Till November-end,
about 25 lakh marriage cele-
brations are on the cards. A
wedding in India involves
banquet halls, caterers, various

kinds of pipe bands, music sys-
tem, hiring of musicians, dec-
orations lights, ponies, priests,
ornaments, garments and gifts.
At the social level, different
artisans and craftsmen are
involved in generating income
for many.

It is not the Indian busi-
nesses that alone are gaining
but many foreign houses and
retailers are making robust
sales. In short, the Indian
social system is getting
strengthened. As per estimates
till Diwali, about �9,000 crore
was spent on gold jewellery
and silverware while traders
selling packaging items
marked good sales.

Despite the chances of a
progressive recovery, the RBI
holding on to the repo rate at
4 per cent unchanged for the
eighth time in a row is raising

eyebrows as savings is becom-
ing non-remunerative. In real-
ity, the rising inflation is erod-
ing the basic value of savings.
This is being viewed as a risk
to the economy. Indian econ-
omy traditionally has been
growing on small savings that
are now being disincentivised.

The note-ban that had
shaken the poor, could not
unearth black money nor con-
tain fake currency said to be
coming from Pakistan. After
five years, Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence says that
fake currency seizure has
unprecedented jump.

Strong controls and G-20
harsh steps have not helped
countries. India must discuss
how to ensure a free-flow
growth instead of oppressive
imposition of measures that
cause scares.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views 

expressed are personal.)
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On November 3, 2021, the Union
Government notified reduc-
tion in central excise duty
(CED) by �5 per liter on petrol

and �10 per liter on diesel. Seen in iso-
lation, these cuts may appear to be sig-
nificant. However, when viewed in the
backdrop of the unprecedented increase
affected by the Narendra Modi
Government ever since it assumed office,
this is small.

In May 2014, the CED on petrol was
�9.8 per liter whereas on diesel it was �3.8
per liter. As on November 2, 2021, it was
�33 per liter on petrol — a cumulative
increase of �23.2 per liter. On diesel, it was
�32 per liter — higher by �28.2 per liter.
The cuts notified on Nov 3, 2021, have
offset only 1/5th of the hike on petrol and
1/3rd on diesel.

The hike in duties has adversely
impacted the economy by way of increas-
ing prices across all sectors (all the more
because increase in diesel price leads to
higher cost of transportation), eroding the
purchasing power of common man,
undermining competitiveness of the
industrial and services sector and increas-
ing the cost of implementing welfare
schemes such as making food available at
subsidized rate. But, looking at things in
isolation won’t be fair.

We need to consider as to how the
extra revenue from duty hike was put to
use. Of the �23.2 per liter increase in CED
on petrol, �13 per liter was given effect
during 2020 alone (�3/- in March and
�10/- in May). In case of diesel, of the
�28.2 per liter hike, �16 per liter was done
in 2020 (�3/- in March and �13/- in May).
During FY 2020-21, the economy was
devastated by the COVID pandemic
leading to contraction in GDP (gross
domestic product) by 7.3 percent.

As a result, the Union Budget suffered
a double blow. 

While, on one hand, there was a dras-
tic reduction in receipts (gross tax receipts
or GTR was about �400,000 crore less
than the target) on the other, the expen-
diture of the Government increased
sharply to cover both life/health and liveli-
hood needs. Major heads where its
expenses zoomed included food subsidy:
�500,000 crore; fertilizer subsidy:
�134,000 crore; MGNREGA: �111,000
crore; health: �94,000 crore. Besides, it
had to maintain high capital expenditure
- revised estimate (RE) for the year being
�439,000 crore.

Consequently, the fiscal deficit(FD)
during 2020-21 was 9.5 percent of GDP
or �1850,000 crore in nominal terms. This
was despite the Centre collecting �335,000
crore from CED on petrol and diesel
alone (during 2019-20, tax collection from
these products was �180,000 crore).
Imagine, if CED were to be less by �5/10
per liter on petrol/diesel, i.e. same quan-
tum as the cuts affected now, the collec-
tion would have been lower by at least
�100,000 crore. 
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This would have affected
schemes for protecting the
life/livelihood;  alternatively,
Government would have been
forced to increase the FD to 10 per-
cent or �1950,000 crore which
would also entail heavy cost by way
of macro-economic instability, rat-
ing downgrade, high interest rate,
increasing debt, inflationary pres-
sures and so on. Clearly, reducing
duty cannot be an unmixed bless-
ing all the more, when other rev-
enue streams are drying up as hap-
pened during 2020-21.

During the current year, given
the fast pace of vaccination and
substantially diminished effect of
COVID, GDP is expected to reg-
ister growth of close to 10 percent.
As a result, the GTR is likely to
exceed the target by about
�200,000 crore. On the expendi-
ture side, food subsidy may not be
very much off the mark though
fertilizer subsidy could exceed the
target by at least �40,000 crore
(courtesy, steep increase in the
international price of fertilizers).

The resulting budgetary cush-
ion will help in absorbing the rev-
enue loss from the recent cut in
duties — estimated to be about
�65,000 crore in the remaining five
months of the current fiscal.

Twenty-five State
Governments have also reduced
VAT (value added tax). This
together with cuts in CED should
provide substantial relief (for
instance, �20 per liter on petrol in
Karnataka). Yet, there is clamor for

more; some even wishing that
CED goes back to the level exist-
ing prior to 2014. Even this should
be possible if only overall tax rev-
enue picks up say, monthly GST
collection going up to �150,000
crore on a ‘sustained’ basis. Till that
happens, both the Centre and
States will need to act in a calibrat-
ed manner.

However, to focus on reducing
taxes alone won’t help in reining in
oil prices. Let us look at some
numbers. In Delhi, the pump
price of around �104 per litre (as
on Nov 3, 2021) includes ex-
refinery price plus freight (ERP+F)
of �47/-, dealer commission of �4/-
, CED, �28/-and VAT, �25/-. Even
if, CED and VAT are completely
withdrawn (theoretical), the con-
sumer will still pay �51/-. 

In the break-up of pump price,
ERP+Falone is �47/-. This corre-
sponds to the international price
of crude oil at $85 per barrel. Being
a function of the global demand-
supply balance, the price of crude
can go to any level; for instance, in
the first quarter of CY (calendar
year) 2012, it had touched a high
of $125 per barrel. If, that scenario
were to repeat, the ERP+F would
be �69 per liter. Plus, dealer com-
mission, the pump price will be
�73 per liter even if the Centre and
State don’t charge any duty.   

Considering that India
depends on imports for 83.5 per-
cent of its crude requirements,
there is a high probability of our
having to pay such a high price.

Indeed, this is where the shoe real-
ly pinches. There is an urgent need
for promoting self-reliance in oil
production.

A recent directive of the Union
Government to Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) to
transfer 60 per cent of the operat-
ing rights in the Bombay High and
South Bassein region (nearly 50
percent of India’s oil production
comes from these two areas) to a
multinational oil company (MNC)
is a good move as this will help in
fully utilizing the potential of this
prolific area. That apart, there is an
urgent need to put in place a ‘sta-
ble’ and ‘conducive’ policy for
attracting investment and increas-
ing indigenous production.

Another important aspect has
to do with economy in the use of
fuel and improving energy use effi-
ciency — a potent way of moder-
ating demand. In fact, the current
high price should signal con-
sumers to make necessary moves
in that direction. India being the
third largest importer of oil, a
lower Indian demand can also con-
tribute to lowering of the interna-
tional price of crude.

Finally, at present, marketing
of petroleum products is the
monopoly of public sector under-
takings (PSUs). Out of 70,000
petrol pumps in the country, they
account for 90 percent. There is
need to bring competition by
increasing share of private sector
which will help reduce price by
lowering the margins of firms. 

(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)
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Alife-sized bronze statue of
Mahatma Gandhi, gifted

by the Indian government, has
been vandalised here in an act
Prime Minister Scott Morrison
strongly condemned as “dis-
graceful”, triggering shock and
disappointment among the
Indian-Australian community.

The incident happened
hours after Prime Minister
Morrison unveiled the statue at
the Australian Indian
Community Centre in Rowville
on Friday alongwith the Consul
General of India Raj Kumar
and other Australian leaders as
part of a celebration of 75
years of India’s Independence,
The Age newspaper reported.

“It is disgraceful and
extremely disappointing to see

this level of disrespect,”
Morrison was quoted as saying
in the report on Sunday.

He said that attacks on cul-
tural monuments would not be
tolerated in a country which is
the most successful multicul-
tural and immigration nation
in the world.

“Whoever is responsible
for this has shown great disre-
spect to the Australian Indian
community and should be
ashamed,” he said.

The statue was gifted by the
Indian government.

Victoria police said an

unknown number of offenders
used a power tool to decapitate
the statue sometime between
5.30pm on Friday and 5.30pm
on Saturday, according to ABC
News. The police said that the
Knox Crime Investigation Unit
detectives were investigating
the matter and are appealing
for witnesses to come forward
with information.

The Indian community in
the city expressed their shock
over the incident, terming it as
a “low act.”

“The community is very
shocked and sad. I don’t

(understand) why anyone
would do such a low act of van-
dalism,” Surya Prakash Soni,
president of the Federation of
Indian Associations of Victoria,
was quoted as saying in the
ABC report.

He said the Rowville cen-
tre was the first Indian com-
munity centre in the State of
Victoria and had been estab-
lished after 30 years of effort.

Australia India
Community Charitable Trust
chair Vasan Srinivasan said
that it saddens him that some-
one tried to vandalise the stat-
ue within 24 hours of its unveil-
ing. 

“They were trying to cut
the head off by grinding
around it,” he was quoted as
saying by SBS News.

He said that there are
almost 300,000 Indians living
in the state of Victoria and “I
never expected this thing could
happen in Victoria.”

Srinivasan said that police
could not get any fingerprints
because it was raining heavily
throughout the day.
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China on Monday asked
developed countries to stop

using the coal first and provide
financial aid to developing coun-
tries to adopt green technologies
as it defended its move to join
hands with India in calling for
“phase down” instead of “phase
out” of coal in the final text of the
COP26 conference declaration.

Negotiators from nearly
200 countries accepted a new
climate agreement after the
COP26 summit in Glasgow
concluded on Saturday with a
deal, which recognises India’s
intervention for the world to
“phase down” rather than
“phase out” fossil fuels.

“Green and low-carbon

transition is the overwhelming
trend that all countries should
work together for. China attach-
es high importance to energy
transition,” Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian told a media briefing here.

He was responding to a
question on COP26 Chairman
Alok Sharma’s reported com-
ments that China and India
need to explain to developing
nations why they watered down
the language on efforts to phase
out coal at the conference and
rejected calls for “phasing out”
coal firepower instead opted to
“phasing down”.

Zhao said, “To optimize
energy structure and reduce the
proportion of coal consumption
is an incremental process. The

varying national conditions,
development stage and resources
endowment of different coun-
tries should be respected”.

“In many developing coun-
tries, not everyone has access to
electricity and energy supply is
not adequate. Before asking all
countries to stop using coal,
consideration should be given
to the energy shortfall in these
countries to ensure their ener-
gy security,” Zhao said.

“We encourage developed
countries to take the lead in
stopping using coal while pro-
viding ample funding, techno-
logical and capacity-building
support for developing coun-
tries’ energy transition. We
need concrete actions more
than slogans,” he said.
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Islamabad: Pakistan and
Afghanistan have agreed to
resume the suspended ‘Dosti’ bus
service between the two coun-
tries in 2022 after more than five
years, a move that would help
mitigate the travel woes of peo-
ple living across the border of the
two countries, according to a
media report on Monday. 

The decision to resume the
bus service by early next year
was taken during the recent
visit by the Afghan delegation,
led by the interim Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi. 

The bus service will resume
from Peshawar, the capital of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, to
Afghanistan’s Jalalabad, tenta-
tively by early next year, The
Express Tribune reported.  

The top official of the

Afghan delegation said that the
final go-ahead for the bus ser-
vice is awaited from the secu-
rity services of both 
the countries.  

“The Pakistani side wel-
comed the Afghan interim
Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi’s request for resump-
tion of Dosti bus services and
assured that at most by the start
of the next year, the bus service
will resume,” the official was
quoted as saying by The Express
Tribune newspaper. The bus
service between the two coun-
tries was suspended in 2016. 

The resumption of the ser-
vice will help mitigate pedes-
trian traffic at the border cross-
ings and will facilitate Afghan
civilians living in or near
Jalalabad, the report said. PTI
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India's exports rose by 43
per cent to USD 35.65 billion

in October while trade deficit
widened to USD 19.73 billion
during the month, according to
the official data released on
Monday.

Imports soared by 62.51

per cent to USD 55.37 billion
widening the trade deficit.

Export sectors which
recorded positive growth dur-
ing October include petroleum,
coffee, engineering goods, cot-
ton yarn/fabs./made-ups, gems
and jewellery, chemicals plas-
tic and linoleum and marine
products, the data showed.
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Despite the overall increase
in the formalisation of the

economy in the past five-six
years, the key component of an
informal economy -- cash in
circulation (CIC) as a percent-
age of GDP -- has continued to
rise year after year, barring in
the year of note ban in 2016
when it fell to 8.7 per cent,
according to a report.

According to the report by
SBI Research, almost 80 per
cent of the economy has been
formalised in the past five
years with every aspect of the
non-cash component of the
economy including agri cred-
it, gaining traction.

In a detailed report on
Monday, SBI Research said
that after dipping to 8.7 per
cent of GDP in 2016 (after the
note-ban), cash in circulation
(CIC) as a percentage of GDP
has climbed again to 13.1 per
cent so far this fiscal. It is only
marginally down from the peak
of 14.5 per cent in FY21, which
could be because of the pan-
demic-driven sense of insecu-
rity and uncertainties.

During FY08-FY10, when
the economy was on a scorch-
ing growth rate, sniffing at
almost double-digits growth,
the CIC trended at 12.1, 12.5

and 12.4 per cent, respective-
ly. The same trend continued
with minor variations in the
next five years also peaking at
12.4 per cent in FY11 and
falling to 11.4 per cent in
FY15, according to the SBI
report pencilled by Soumya
Kanti Ghosh, its group chief
economic adviser.

Ghosh attributes the high
14.5 per cent CIC in FY21 to
the collapse of the economy
due to the pandemic, wherein
the GDP reported the worst
contraction of 7.3 per cent.

If the circumstances were
normal, nominal GDP growth
in FY21 and FY22 would have
been much higher and as a
result, CIC would also have fol-
lowed the trend as witnessed
pre-note ban.

According to him, without
the pandemic-induced GDP
collapse, the CIC-GDP ratio
would have been at 12.7 per
cent as against 12.4 per cent in
FY11 as because of the pan-
demic, people might have held
as much as Rs 3.3 lakh crore in
cash as a precaution.

Coming to digital transac-
tions, 3.5 billion transactions
worth Rs 6.3 lakh crore were
recorded through UPI in
October 2021, which is 100 per
cent more than the same peri-
od last month and in terms of

transaction value, it is 103 per
cent more than October 2020.

Data also show that UPI
transactions have jumped 69
times since 2017, while debit
card transactions have stag-
nated indicating people pref-
erence and shift to UPI.

UPI transactions have
jumped 69 times in the past
four years -- from Rs 1,700
crore in 2017 to Rs 15,100 crore
in 2018 to Rs 29,900 crore in
2019, to Rs 57,100 crore in 2020
to Rs 1,17,100 crore so far in
2021.

Similarly, credit card
spends rose manifold between
2012, when it was only Rs 1,500
crore, and 2018 when it
touched Rs 10,100 crore. It then
steadily added 30 per cent
more in two years to cross Rs
13,000 crore and peaked at Rs
13,500 crore in 2020, according
to the report.

It added that the credit card
spends are on course to set a
record this year as already
YTD (year-to-date), it has
reached Rs 13,300 crore,
according to the report.

Again, debit card spends
also continued to gain traction
with 2012 seeing Rs 12,100
crore of transactions, which
climbed to Rs 38,800 crore in
2016 but declined steeply in
2017 to Rs 15,600 crore. 
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The wholesale price-based
inflation spiked to 5-month

high of 12.54 per cent in
October, mainly due to rise in
prices of manufactured prod-
ucts and crude petroleum.

WPI inflation has
remained in double digit for the
seventh consecutive month
beginning April. Inflation in
September this year was at
10.66 per cent, while in
October 2020 it was at 1.31 per
cent.

The October WPI is the
highest in five months since
May, when it was at 13.11 per
cent.

"The high rate of inflation
in October 2021 is primarily
due to rise in prices of miner-
al oils, basic metals, food prod-
ucts, crude petroleum & nat-
ural gas, chemicals and chem-
ical products etc as compared
to the corresponding month of
the previous year," the
Commerce and Industry
Ministry said in a statement.

Inflation in manufactured
items was higher at 12.04 per
cent in October, as against
11.41 per cent in the previous
month.

In the fuel and power bas-
ket, the rate of price rise was
37.18 per cent in October, as
against 24.81 per cent in

September.
Crude petroleum inflation

was 80.57 per cent during the
month under review, as against
71.86 per cent in September.

Inflation in food articles
too witnessed some uptick on
a month-on-month basis at (-
) 1.69 per cent in October,
against (-) 4.69 per cent in
September. Vegetable prices
were lower at (-) 18.49 per cent,
while in onions it was (-) 25.01
per cent.

ICRA Chief Economist
Aditi Nayar said the core index
recorded a month-on-month
jump of 1 per cent with a wide-
spread uptick across the sub-
groups reflecting the pervasive
commodity price pressures.

"With demand reviving,
we expect producers to start
passing through higher input
and freight costs, even as the
tax cuts on fuels will offer them
a breather. Led by the base
effect, we expect WPI inflation
to moderate in the months
ahead, and print at 7.5-8.5 per
cent in March 2021," Nayar
added.

India Ratings and Research
Principal Economist Sunil K
Sinha said core and manufac-
turing inflation surged to a
fresh high of 11.8 per cent and
12 per cent respectively in
October 2021. This was the
fourth successive month in

which they have remained in
excess of 11 per cent.

"As supply disruption has
yet to normalize in many areas
and manufacturers are becom-
ing more confident about the
demand recovery they are
increasingly passing on the
higher input costs to their out-
put prices. Since fuel is a major
input into transportation cost,
higher fuel prices push up the
distribution cost further," he
said.

Sinha said with Brent crude
breaching the USD 82/barrel
mark in the international mar-
kets, fuel inflation is unlikely to
provide any breather going
forward.

"The recent outbreaks of
COVID cases in China and
Europe indicates that the chal-
lenge of COVID-19 has yet not
ended. Therefore, India Ratings
& Research opines that whole-
sale inflation is likely to remain
at elevated levels in the near-
term," Sinha added.

CRCL LLP, CEO and
Managing Partner, D R E
Reddy said the rise in the WPI
is a cause of concern as the
industries may pass it on to end
consumers.

"The persistent rise in infla-
tion points to a rise in demand.
On the positive side, the rise in
demand points to a recovery in
growth as lockdown is eased
across the country. The month-
on-month rise may hasten
RBI's decision to unwind the
excess liquidity, tighten the
policy rates earlier than expect-
ed," Reddy added.
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The Khadi India pavilion,
showcasing the theme of

“Aatmanirbhar Bharat”, was
inaugurated by Union Minister
of MSME, Narayan Rane at the
India International Trade Fair
2021 on Monday. Union
Minister of State for MSME
Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma,
Chairman KVIC Shri Vinai

Kumar Saxena and Secretary
MSME BB Swain were also pre-
sent. The Khadi India pavilion
comprises 50 stalls set up by
Khadi artisans and Khadi insti-
tutions from 20 states and
union territories, showcasing
the finest handcrafted Khadi
and Village Industry products. 

After the inauguration,
Rane lauded the KVIC for its
employment generation ini-

tiatives. “KVIC is doing excel-
lent work by creating self-
employment across the coun-
try and thereby strengthening
the rural economy,” he said.
The minister also said the
India International Trade Fair
provides an opportunity to
MSME entrepreneurs to show-
case their products and create
new avenuesfor growth and
self-reliance.
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AParliamentary panel,
chaired by BJP leader

Jayant Sinha, on Monday dis-
cussed the pros and cons of
crypto finance with various
stakeholders, and several mem-
bers were in favour of regulat-
ing crypto currency exchanges
rather than imposing an out-
right ban on crypto currencies,
according to sources.

The meeting took place
against the backdrop of rising
concerns in various quarters
about crypto currencies and the
possible risks emanating from
trading in them,  especially
since there is a growing inter-
est in such assets worldwide.
Currently, there are neither
specific regulations nor an out-
right ban on use of crypto cur-
rencies in the country.

Representatives of crypto
exchanges, Block chain and
Crypto Assets Council
(BACC), industry bodies as
well as academicians and other
stakeholders submitted their
views before the panel, whose
meeting also happened days
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held discussions with
senior officials from various
ministries and RBI on the issue
of crypto currencies.

This is the first meeting on
the subject that was convened
by the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Finance. The
panel is chaired by Sinha, who
is also a former Minister of
State for Finance.

The sources said that
broadly the panel members
wanted regulations for crypto
currency exchanges and were
not in favour of banning cryp-
to currencies.

Some Congress members
in the panel told PTI that there
are significant challenges in
banning crypto currencies.

The broad view of the
panel was that a Chinese wall
should be put in place on
crypto currencies' fungiblity
in the real world and its inter-
face with the real world should
be regulated, they added.

Currency is a domain of the
sovereign whereby its value is
fixed in assured manner and
crypto currency is a computer
programme managed in dis-
tributed format on internet. Its
value is only discovered by a
buyer and user on an exchange
which itself is illegal, they noted.

One of the members even
wondered how crypto curren-
cies are going to be regulated
when even regulating the inter-
net remains difficult.
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Diabetes has been treated using
insulin for nearly 100 years
now. In 1921, a team of

Canadian researchers discovered
insulin and triggered years of inno-
vations in the care and management
of Diabetes, helping innumerable
patients. From being an extract
obtained from animal pancreas to
being developed into a artificially
synthesized or also known as recom-
binant human insulin and now
insulin analogs (modified to deliv-
er as per the need i.e. faster or slow-
er, uniformly effective insulin),
insulin therapy has undergone a sea
of innovative changes over the years.
The changes in the insulin formu-
lations are intended to mimic
endogenous insulin (made by the
pancreas) that has helped people
with diabetes get closer to the goal
of optimal blood sugar control
along with decreased diabetes-relat-
ed complications. Amongst all
options available for the manage-
ment of Diabetes, insulin offers the
maximum efficacy in lowering
blood sugar levels for management
of Diabetes. The new generation of
insulins have further enabled treat-
ing physicians to achieve improved
control without compromising on
safety. 

Conventional formulations of
insulins have been associated with
the challenge of adherence and rel-
atively increased safety risk of hypo-
glycaemia. Each new generation of
insulin introduced brings in flexibil-
ity in terms of timing of dose
administration and can facilitate
increased adherence with much
lower risk of hypoglycaemia.
Multiple studies have shown that

adherence to medication is an
important factor in determining its
outcomes in patients, especially
those who are suffering from chron-
ic diseases. For people with Diabetes,
adherence to medication leads to
improved control of blood sugar lev-
els that can translate into lower risk
of complications, reduced health
care costs, lesser chances of hospi-
talization, and lower mortality. 

Benefits of Modern Insulin or
New Generation Insulins
(MI/NGI)

Today, the various types of
insulins available for patient use
include ultra-rapid, rapid, regular,
intermediate, with slow protracted
acting and concentrated, premixed
and coformulation insulins, bestow-
ing people with Diabetes several
options to suit their needs. MI/NGI
is given on the basis of the patient's
individual requirements. Due to
flexibility in the timings of the
insulin dose, MI/NGI are convenient
and can help in managing Diabetes
better. Additionally, there is a reduc-
tion in the number of injections
required per day, particularly with
the combination MI/NGI. Their
action profile is also predictable,
which comes handy in planning and
optimization of the doses. Unwanted
effects like weight gain have been
shown to be relatively less in patients
on MI/NGI as compared to those on
traditional human insulin.

Newer formulae enable a
smoother experience of delivery of
insulin and help in improving adher-
ence, and glycaemic control, apart
from being cost-effective in terms of
value they offer. New insulin formu-
lations, like long-acting acting, ultra-

rapid acting, and premixed analogue
insulins, have been shown to cause
lesser risk of hypoglycaemia while
providing required glycaemic con-
trol in patients who have Diabetes.
Moreover, it is not just that these
insulins are relatively better, but also
the new age pen devices that they
come in, are portable, easy to use
even by elderly patients, require less-
er dose force and can thus lead to
better compliance. With improved
accuracy and the lower safety risk,
they can be the preferred options
over the use of vials and syringes.

Early initiation of basal insulin
is helpful

The early initiation of the long-
acting basal insulin is known to
enhance glycaemic control and help
people with Diabetes manage their
condition better in the long run.
This treatment strategy is also
backed by international norms. The
reasons behind early initiation of
insulin are evidence-based. It has
many benefits which includes com-
batting the gluco toxic effects of
hyperglycemia, minimization of the
complications related to Diabetes
like ischaemic heart diseases, kidney
failure, loss of vision due to retinopa-
thy, stroke, neuropathy, peripheral
vascular disease leading to limb
amputation etc. 

As is well-known, Type 2
Diabetes is associated with gradual
deterioration of ß-cell function and
mass. One of the main aims of early
insulin therapy is to safeguard and
slow down decline in ß-cells. Insulin
therapy can help improve ß-cell
function and preserve ß-cell mass
through better insulin response to
glucose.

Hormonal changes are a normal
part of ageing, however, unlike

women, men do not experience a
dramatic reproductive hormone
plunge, rather these changes occur
gradually over a period of time. 

The term ‘male menopause’ is
also known as andropause which
describes age-related decreasing
levels of testosterone. While in
women, menopause results in end
of ovulation and hormone produc-
tion plummets within a short peri-
od of time, in men, this decline in
hormone level and testosterone
happens over a period of many years
and the consequences are not nec-
essarily clear.

For most older men barring an
estimated 10-25 per cent, remain-
ing have testosterone levels within
the normal range. Also, low testos-
terone levels often go unnoticed in
older men as they experience no
symptoms. 

In addition, the signs and symp-
toms associated with low testos-
terone aren't specific. They can also
be caused by a person's age, med-
ication use or other conditions, such
as having a body mass index of 30
or higher.  

Signs and symptoms sugges-
tive of low testosterone:

�Reduced sexual desire and
activity

�Erectile dysfunction
�Low sex drive
�Breast discomfort or swelling
�Disturbance in sleep patterns
�Infertility
�Height loss, low trauma frac-

ture or low bone mineral density

�Hot flashes or sweats
�Reduction in muscle mass
�Irritability and mood swings
Other possible symptoms

include decreased energy, motiva-
tion and confidence, depressed
mood, and poor concentration. It's
also possible to experience increased
sleepiness, sleep disturbances, mild
unexplained anemia, reduced mus-
cle bulk and strength, and increased
body fat. Other factors that can
cause lower testosterone levels are:
obesity, type 2 diabetes, hormonal
disorders, liver or kidney disease,
and infections. 

Common symptoms of
andropause:

�Depression
�Lack of energy
�Reduced ability in concentrat-

ing
It is important to note that signs

and symptoms of andropause can
differ from person to person. Men
who experience male menopause
also have an increased risk of devel-
oping certain complications like
osteoporosis and cardiovascular
problems.

Male menopause and fertility
Aging changes in the male

reproductive system may include
changes in testicular tissue, sperm
production, and erectile function.
Unlike women, men do not expe-
rience a major, rapid (over several
months) change in fertility as they
age (like menopause). Instead,
changes occur gradually during a
process that some people call
andropause. Aging changes in the
male reproductive system occur pri-
marily in the testes. Testicular tis-
sue mass decreases. The level of the
male sex hormone, testosterone
decreases gradually. There may be
problems getting an erection. This
is a general slowing, instead of a
complete lack of function. 

Treatment and Prevention of
Andropause

Symptoms associated with male
andropause are potentially treatable.
However, to reverse the decline in
testosterone levels, certain lifestyle
changes will be recommended. This
could be a combination of an exer-
cise program and dietary changes. 

Medication or testosterone
replacement therapy might be sug-
gested in selected cases, but it is
known to have some harmful side
effects. 

TOMATO SOUP: Tomato
soup is a tasty way to get the
most out of the health
benefits of tomatoes.
Tomatoes are high
in vitamins,
m i n e r a l s ,
antioxidants,
and plant com-
ponents, all of
which are bene-
ficial to one's
health. These nutri-
ents may potentially
protect against a variety of ail-
ments, including heart disease
and cancer, according to
research. During the colder

months, a hearty cup of soup
would be a welcome treat.

Tomato soup is high in
antioxidants such as

l y c o p e n e ,
flavonoids, and

vitamins C and E,
among other
t h i n g s .
Antioxidant con-

sumption has been
associated to a

reduced risk of cancer
and inflammation-related

disorders like obesity and heart
disease.  It protects against
Type 2 Diabetes, heart disease,
and brain illnesses.
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The main vector of Dengue is the Aedes mosquito which is
commonly found in a tropical region or subtropical region.
Only the female mosquito is attracted towards the human

because of the chemical composition of the human body and for
the host to carry her eggs.  

They are highly active during the early morning hours and
before sunset. Dengue can not be transmitted from one person
to another, it can only be spread by the mosquito bite, which trans-
mits the dengue virus from the infected person and passes to a
healthy person.    

Symptoms
It is like any other viral disease and common symptoms

include high fever( 104 F ), rashes, headache, muscle and joint
pain, nausea, vomiting, pain behind the eyes, rashes, and loss
of appetite.

Severe symptoms
Among these is abdominal pain, persistent vomiting, bleed-

ing from the nose or gums, blood in stools, breathing discom-
fort, altered sensorium, and irritability. Dengue can have three
grades of severity. Dengue fever where mild symptoms are seen
after the first week of a mosquito bite. Dengue hemorrhagic Fever
includes the presence of fever with hemorrhagic manifestations,
thrombocytopenia, and evidence of leaky capillaries. 

Prevention 
Prevention is two-pronged. One is preventing the birth of

Dengue mosquitoes and the second protecting from bites. As
regards the birth of Dengue Aedes mosquitoes- one should keep
surroundings clean and dry. Empty containers, untidy drainage,
collected water, plant pots, old scrap material are the ideal places
for their growth, the water in this should be dried and not allowed
to collect. 

Besides for protection, one should wear full sleeves garments
that protect you from a mosquito bite. Further applying mos-
quito repellents, closing windows in the evening are further ways
of protecting oneself from a mosquito bite. 

Treatment
There is no specific treatment for dengue but a few support-

ive measures which can help in preventing complications include
drinking plenty of water (hydration is the most important ele-
ment), avoiding NSAIDS for controlling fever, and taking only
paracetamol whenever needed with proper rest.In case of warn-
ing signs, one should immediately consult a doctor.

When is platelets transfusion required?
Platelets transfusion is only required if the number goes below

10,000. If the platelet numbers are higher no transfusion is
required unless there is any evidence of bleeding. Any type of
unwarranted blood transfusion has its own due risks and hence
it should be done only as per the guidelines.

Myths
A lot of people start consuming Papaya leaves and drink Goat

milk to increase platelet count. These treatments have no sci-
entific evidence and may even sometimes harm the patient.

Goat milk if taken in unpasteurized form, can at times be
more harmful as it may lead to the passing of bacterial infec-
tion from animal to the human body which may turn deadlier
than Dengue itself. 

Similarly, Papaya extracts may lead to severe gastritis in
patients causing persistent vomiting and excessive dehydration
which will further cause a drop in blood pressure.

So people should follow their doctors' advice and have faith
in science and evidence-based treatment. 

Hydration is paramount in the management and prevent-
ing mosquitoes from breeding around the house is the best mea-
sure to prevent Dengue. It runs for three days and panic should
be avoided. Hospitalisation is required in only very limited cases.
Can one get it twice?

There are four different types of serotypes of dengue so you
can get it more than once or multiple times in your life.Aedes
mosquito also spread Chikungunya, Zika, and Yellow fever.
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Dental health has never been a pri-
ority in our country. We only go to
a dentist only when there is an

emergency but never for a routine check
up. Following the principles of prevention
is better than cure. 

It is high time that we realise the
importance of dental health as our entire
physical health depends upon our diet and
eating abilities. 

It is mandatory to visit your dentist at
least once a year for regular check up and
cleaning. If the oral hygiene is not main-
tained and the teeth are not cleaned reg-
ularly there can be food accumulation
which can lead to carie.

Common problems that can occur
�Take care of poor oral hygiene 
�Scaling/polishing: Once a year pro-

fessional oral prophylaxis is a must that
makes maintaining your oral health so
much easier.

�Brush twice a day: Whether it’s
morning or night, brushing is a must. Due
to busy schedules, people usually forget to
brush at night or take it for granted, but
this is the biggest mistake that they make.

�Gum massages: Spend some time
with your gums as they are the foundation
of our teeth. Healthy gums are equal to
healthy teeth. Massaging in a circular
motion for 5 mins in morning and
evening with the oil of your choice ( olive
oil, vitamin E oil, almond oil) can do won-
ders for your gums.

�Tongue cleaning: Once a day, tongue
cleaning with glycerine and cotton pad can
prove to be magical not only for the love-
ly pink tongue but also bacteria-free oral
cavity.

�Mouth wash: Rinse your mouth after
every meal for 2-3 times with a mouth
wash of your choice, swirl it for at least 30
secs each for best results. 

�Bleeding gums: Bleeding from gums
while brushing and otherwise is one of the
most common problems. Periodontal laser
therapy will give back life to your gums. 

�Caries: Small black spots on your
teeth can get nasty and turn into major
infections if not treated on time so better
watch out for them to get simple fillings
done so that you don't need to get into root
canals later.

Most of the time the patient walks in
with the pain, which means the infection
has reached the pulp of the tooth and the
nerves are exposed. 

Root canal treatment (RCT) becomes
the  only option. An early detection of caries
is better but if the nerves are exposed, RCT
is a must. 

�Swelling: Swelling associated with
teeth is a bad sign that means the tooth is
now badly infected and one has to mostly
get rid of the same. We can do extraction
and then give an implant to replace the
tooth. 

�Oral cancers: Small ulcers or lacer-
ations in the oral cavity if neglected and not
attended, can lead to any kind of oral can-
cers.
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IMA resolve to coordinate intense campaign
to build awareness, early detection and mit-

igation of Diabetes complication through
organising walkathon, marathon, screening
camps, social media campaign, research paper
promotion among young doctors and intense
personal intervention in hospitals. The cam-
paign started on 14th and is extend for 10 days
with the target of reaching one billion people
and making all possible steps to mitigate
Diabetes complications.

In this campaign IMA join hands with the
association of Physicians of India, RSSDI,
Endocrine Society and many other speciality
organisations. Dr Shashank Joshi of Mumbai
will head this campaign and Dr Arthy Kannan
of Tuticorin will coordinate.

In India, more than 77 million adults are
living with Diabetes. Researchers predict that
this will increase to 134 million by 2045.
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Pyrotechnics, elaborate cos-
tumes and aerial acrobatics

ruled the night at the 2021 MTV
European Music Awards show in
Hungary’s capital on Sunday, a cer-
emony that was both a celebration
of the year’s biggest musical
artistes and a statement of support
for LGBTQ people in the event’s
host country.

The show at the Papp Laszlo
Sportarena in Budapest, which
aired live on MTV in 180 coun-
tries, featured performances by
some of the world’s most popular
artists — some of them LGBTQ
musicians that used their stage
time to speak out against policies
in Hungary that are widely seen as
curtailing LGBTQ rights.

Opening the night was English
singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran with
a performance of his newly
released song Overpass Graffiti.
Then the show’s host, American
rapper Saweetie, descended onto
the stage riding a giant snowflake
for her own medley of songs.

Saweetie, after speaking out on
the need to show ‘respect for the
LGBTQ community,’ presented
Sheeran with the award for ‘Best
Artiste’.

Later, Sheeran’s hit song Bad
Habits, a chart-topping single
from his fifth studio album
released this year, took the award
for best song, and the British
singer performed his hit Shivers.

American rapper Lil Nas X
was got the best video prize for
Montero (Call Me By Your Name),
a video the artiste co-directed
with Ukrainian music video direc-
tor Tanu Muino. The rapper
accepted the award via a video
message.

The win by Lil Nas X, who
came out as gay in 2019, highlight-
ed the rift in values between the
MTV EMAs and Hungary’s right-
wing government, which came
under heavy backlash during the
summer, when it passed a law for-
bidding the promotion or depic-
tion of homosexuality to minors.

When announcing in October
that the awards show would be
held in Budapest, the president
and CEO of MTV Entertainment
Group Worldwide,  Chris
McCarthy, said the ceremony
would be an opportunity to make
a stand for gay and transgender
civil rights worldwide in the
Central European nation that has
moved to curtail them.

“We’re looking forward to
using the event to amplify our
voices and stand in solidarity with
our LGBTQ siblings,” McCarthy
said in an interview, adding that
no censorship of the telecast would
be tolerated.

Another expression of that
solidarity came through the EMAs
debut of German musician Kim
Petras, the first transgender artiste
in the awards’ history to perform
at the show.

Earlier this month, Petras
expressed support for MTV’s deci-
sion to hold the awards in
Hungary, which she said she
hoped would inspire the local
LGBTQ community to “not give

up on themselves.”
“I’m transgender and per-

forming at the EMAs,” Petras said,
“It’s going to be pretty powerful to
be in Hungary and perform the
show when these laws have just
happened.”

In an interview from the red
carpet on Sunday, Petras said,
“censorship of any kind of love,
sucks. It’s not good. No one should
feel, you know, not represented in
media. No one should feel like it’s
not okay to be who they are.”

Also performing at the EMAs
was Norwegian indie pop act girl
in red,  with her hit  single
Serotonin. English singer-song-
writer Griff gave a debut perfor-
mance of her song One Night,
while American pop-rock group
One Republic performed the pre-
vious night at the MTV World
Stage on Budapest’s Heroes’
Square.

Taking the best rock award
was Italian band and first-time
EMA performs Maneskin, who
took the stage amid flying sparks
and a giant neon sign beaming the
name of their song MAMMAMIA.

South Korean pop group BTS
took the most awards with four —
Best Pop, Best K-pop, Best Group
and Biggest Fans — while host and
performer Saweetie won in the
Best New category.

Taking the best alternative
award was English multi-instru-
mentalist and singer YUNGBLUD,
who closed the night with his
newest single, Fleabag. Columns of
fire erupted during the perfor-
mance, and a smashed guitar and
overturned amplifiers were all
that were left once YUNGBLUD
left the stage.

During the show, the EMAs
recognised the winners of the
Generation Change Award, a new
category honouring five activists
fighting against anti-LGBTQ poli-
cies worldwide.

Actress and talk-show host,
Drew Barrymore, honoured the
winners through a video message,
saying they are doing “incredible
things for the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity.”

“I am proud to help elevate
these young voices. They are all
gravely asking to love who they
want and to love who they are,”
Barrymore expressed.

The winners were LGBTQ
activists from Iraq, Nigeria, Brazil,
the United States and Hungary.
Accepting the Generation Change
Award in person was Hungarian
activist Viktoria Radvanyi, an
organiser with Budapest Pride.

Radvanyi dedicated the award
to Hungary’s LGBTQ community
and urged them to “get out and
vote together” in Hungarian elec-
tions scheduled for April, where
Hungary’s right-wing governing
party faces its most serious chal-
lenge since it took power in 2010.

“Never accept the notion that
you should tolerate violence and
discrimination,” Radvanyi stated.
“Every single human being is
born equal, period ... Let’s not let
them force us back to the closet.”

?��

As I entered the Jain farms on a
November evening with noth-
ing but chilly wind brushing

against the skin (no it’s not a Jane
Austen novel, wait for it), I had no
clue the magnificent art displayed at
Episteme would blow me away. I will
not exaggerate a bit when I say the
convolutedly beautiful layers that
each and every art-work presented
forced the spectator to not blink, for-
get about looking away.

I walked through the outdoor
sculpture lawns, into the expanded
galleries that encompassed the art-
work which evidently spelt beauty
and elegance. The hub for South-
Asian contemporary art featured 33
works by 10 emerging Indian artists,
including Pinaki Ranjan Mohanty,
Kundan Mondal, Amjum Rizve,
Manish Sharma, Mainaz Bano, Tapas
Biswas, Soham Raha, Sangam
Vankhade, Pratik Raut, and Vijaya
Chauhan exploring historical-cultur-
al context through a contemporary
lens via the senses. These artists have
been educated from some of the best
Indian universities of art, each armed
with their own traditions. 

Episteme is a group exhibition
focussed on these 10 artists explor-
ing material relevance and the impact
that socio-political history has in the
present day. The exhibition is curat-
ed by Monica Jain, the director-cura-
tor of Art Centrix Space. 

Episteme, which translates to
knowledge, has always been debated
to have been extracted or obtained
from even art. Knowledge dissemi-
nated through art is a-priori or non-
empirical because the nature of the
work is an experience, while the
response is subjective. I felt the
paintings could be categorised under
epistemic art-work, since they had so
much hidden inside them, were so
much more than merely the visible.
Speaking on the power of art, Monica

shared a personal experience, “This
happened many years ago. I was at the
studio, sculpting. I was feeling weary
one day and decided to make some-
thing — it was a lady with a slight
bulge on the tummy. Four days later,
I found I was pregnant. Since then,
I knew art is something that comes
from within you. I also feel artists
know something more than an ordi-
nary person — they are gifted, in
some sense. Energy is important for
me and I truly believe in connections,
and associating people. This show is
about a lot of artists who were a part
of my journey.”

These layered narratives ques-
tioned deeper subjects like ecologi-
cal problems, man-made capitalist
issues, touched on colonialism, spoke
of power-relations, talked about
indigenous cultural practices, and
taught new forms of communication
like Braille. 

In addition, the exhibition fea-
tured sculptures and well-researched
site-specific works by Kundan,
Manish and Bano. Expressing art
through sculptures is a skill that has
been alive for centuries. At the end
of gallery were sculptures of birds in
gold on
the wall
with dif-
ferent senses
drawn on them. I
had an opportunity to
speak with the sculptor for
the same, Manish, who came
all the way from Bikaner. He
expressed, “I have created this based
on my experience during the Corona
period. Apparently, our senses froze
during the lockdown, and we could-
n’t see or feel or hear anything. We
had become numb. The work
demonstrates how we wanted to
come out of it, desperately break out
of the shell. I’ve used pure gold
because our senses are extremely pre-

cious. There is no life possible with-
out them. Also, since gold freezes, it
depicts the senses aptly.”

The paintings by Soham, ‘I am
not the body, I am the mind’,  espe-
cially, completely enraptured my
friend. Made on
an acrylic and
linen canvas, using
natural pigments,
the yellow, blue
and green colours
showed the roots
of the humans in
the universe. One
of the three paint-
ings showed a
human in a dhoti, listening to music
through a headset, whose roots went
deep into the ground, depicting clear
connections.

As I came across a fascinating
marble sculpture showing an open
haveli sort-of place with steps lead-
ing down to a bath, I had an urge to
question the sculptor about the back-
ground of the same. Sangam
explained, “My work is around stone-
carving. I’ve been researching, for

three years, on Champaner and
Pavagadh heritage sites that have been
disturbed. There used to be seven
step-wells out of which only one is left
now. It was known that the kings who
went to war used to fill water from
here (he pointed to the blue bath).

Legend has it that whoever filled
water from this step-well won the war.
I have imagined how this must have
looked like and created it, according
to my data points and information.”

While when I saw the dozens of
birds sculptured on the walls, I was
particularly intrigued by the concept.
On talking with the artist behind the
work, Pinaki, he shared, “My work is
made of recycled materials and some
have been collected from the Chilika
lake itself. There is an Odiya poetry
conveying that Asian local bards leave
a mark wherever they sit. That’s what
I have literally attempted to show. It

reflects the climate changes, their
migration, food changes.” 

Describing the vision behind
the exhibition, Monica noted, “Art
Centrix Space’s vision is to work
towards the development of South
Asian artistic practices through
exchanges, programmes and curato-
rial interventions, to generate larger
associations, and viewership of Indian
contemporary art and work by local
artists. Supporting young and mid-
career artists has been an integral part
of the aim and I sincerely hope the
new expansion will encourage and
provide them with the space they
need. We all should hold hands and
create an impact on the world,
together.” 

Here’s something for all the art
enthusiasts — the exhibition will con-
tinue till December 11 at Art Centrix
Space, Vasant Kunj.

Against the backdrop of the pandemic,
when everyone was shifting to the online

medium, is when I first heard of HCL
Concerts, through one of their programmes,
Baithak. The Baithak sessions are a series of
virtual performances by accomplished and
forthcoming Indian classical music and dance
artistes. Even as the world adapts to Covid-19,
it doesn’t seem like the online medium will lose
its relevance. 

The Baithak series led me to probe into
the phenomena that HCL Concerts is, and it
appears that conservation and promotion of
India’s art and cultural heritage are very close
to HCL’s heart. To this end, HCL has been
organising HCL Concerts for 23 years, dedi-
cated to nurturing and promoting talent
rooted in the glorious heritage of Indian clas-
sical performing arts. Over 1500 artists have
graced this platform and have contributed
towards reinvigorating the Indian classical per-
forming arts.

Over the years, more platforms have been
developed to contribute to the growth of the
Indian performing arts ecosystem. Most
notable of these are HCL Concerts’ Baithak
and Soundscapes series, which showcases the
independent and inclusive music from across
the Indian landscape including genres like Sufi,
Folk and Indie-pop, allowing music lovers
across the world a chance to enjoy the most
comprehensive collection of classical music
from the comforts of their home for free.

To know more about HCL Concerts, the
head of the platform was kind enough to share
his input. In charge of HCL Concerts since
2015, Rohit Kaul has a lot to do with some of
the latest innovations by the platform. Read
on for excerpts of the interview: 

�The internet proclaims you are a behav-
ioural science/ economics expert with over
a decade of experience in diverse sectors.
How has this experience helped HCL
Concerts?

My interest and experience with behaviour
science helped us in understanding the fun-
damental behavioural barriers and motivations
of consuming Indian classical music. 

This understanding allows us to create
brand communication that addresses these
barriers and appeal to the on-the-fence audi-
ence who are unsure if they will like Indian
classical music. My earlier experience also
enables me to understand customer journeys

better and identify ways to integrate listening
to classical music into the daily lives of our
audience. We have consistently increased the
number of people who are interested in
Indian classical music over the years.

�During your tenure at HCL concerts,
would you say art and artistes changed over
the years? If yes, how?

One big change that I have observed is the
willingness of artistes to experiment with dif-
ferent genres, styles of presentation and col-
laborations. Earlier this was something that was
seen more in younger artists but now maestros
are also experimenting with different ways of
presentation of classical music. This has
expanded the appeal of Indian classical music
to a much wider audience. 

Also, the way these experiments/collabo-
rations are done has evolved a lot. It is no
longer about just adding a drummer or a gui-
tarist to a classical music ensemble to make the
music ‘sound’ like fusion. Artists are re-imag-
ining their music and collaboration from
scratch, resulting in more cohesive and inte-
grated contemporary classical music.

�It is common knowledge that HCL
Concerts seeks to promote Indian classical

performing arts, however, in the past cou-
ple of years we have seen a shift in perspec-
tive. With Soundscapes, even indie-pop
artistes are being promoted. What caused
this shift in perspective?

At HCL Concerts one of our key objec-
tives is to be a platform that connects the audi-
ence with their favourite artistes and
Soundscapes is a step that’s aligned with this
objective. 

During the COVID lockdown, it was not
possible for indie artists to perform in live con-
certs, which is the most crucial way for them
to engage with their audience. Thus, we felt that
as India’s largest live music platform, it is our
responsibility to provide a platform to such
artists as well. We have received very encour-
aging responses from the artists and the audi-
ence, which makes us happy with the progress
Soundscapes has made in a short span of time.

�How has HCL Concerts changed over the
years?

Over the years HCL Concerts has expand-
ed its role in the music ecosystem and has gone
beyond concerts.

�Concerts: We have significantly expand-
ed our geographic footprint and conduct con-
certs in nine cities in India and New York and

the Bay Area in the US (pre-Covid). We have
also significantly expanded our digital footprint
with over 80 million people viewing our dig-
ital concerts from 62 countries (post-Covid).
We have also added more genres to our port-
folio.

�Talent identification: We are investing
significantly in identifying and nurturing
young talent through the Quest programmes
in partnership with the Rhapsody Foundation
to fuel the next wave of Indian classical music
maestros.

�HCL Music app: We have one of India’s
highest-rated music app, available free of cost
and without any ads, to music listeners on the
App store and Play store. Our collection has
thousands of hours of classical music from leg-
ends as well as promising newcomers that can
be enjoyed on-demand by anyone.

�What is your long-term vision with
respect to HCL Concerts? Like Soundscapes,
do you have any other interesting initiatives
in the pipeline?

HCL Concerts will continue to play the
role of a platform that connects the audience
with their favourite artists. We want to con-
tinue to expand the audience universe of
Indian classical music and the indie artist
ecosystem. This means that we will launch
new initiatives in the future that align with
our objectives.

One such new initiative is the launch of
a music album that features the winners of
the first Carnatic Quest programme. We plan
to do a worldwide launch of the album across
all OTT platforms to provide maximum
exposure to these young prodigies.

�Could you please tell us more about your
new initiative, The Carnatic Quest Junior?

The Carnatic Quest Junior is a talent iden-
tification programme launched in partnership
with the Rhapsody Foundation. It is open to
all school children between 12 and 18 years. 

The performances of these artistes will
be evaluated through a series of stages by
some of the most eminent Carnatic music
artists. We are inviting entries in five cate-
gories: Carnatic vocal, veena, violin, flute and
percussions (mridangam, ghatam and 
kanjeera). The winners will get a chance to
perform in HCL Concerts, mentored by 
eminent teachers and record an album with
our support.
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YASIR SHAH MISSES TEST AGAINST BANGLA
Karachi: Pakistan’s experienced leg-spinner
Yasir Shah was on Monday not picked for the
upcoming two-match Test series against
Bangladesh after failing to recover from a
thumb injury. The Pakistani selectors
announced a 20-member squad for the series
with opener Imam-ul-Haq and off-spinner Bilal
Asif earning a recall to the national side. 

ANIRUSH NEW CHENNAIYIN FC CAPTAIN
Chennai: India international Anirudh Thapa
was on Monday named captain of Chennaiyin
FC for the forthcoming season of Indian Super
League (ISL) beginning on Friday. The 23-year
old midfielder, who has been with CFC since
2016, takes over from Brazilian Rafael
Crivellaro.Thapa, who is one of the key players
for Chennaiyin FC over the years, said as a
captain there’s an added responsibility and he
would always protect his team and players.

MOHIT STUNS KOREAN TOP SEED
Dhaka: Young and unheralded Mohit Deshwal
of Haryana stunned Korean top seed Choi
Yonghee en route to setting up a semi-final clash
with Indian ace Avishek Verma in the men’s
compound section of the Asian Archery
Championships here on Monday. On a day
when the Indian recurve archers’ familiar
struggles against the Koreans once again came
to the fore, the compound trio of Mohit, Verma
and Jyothi Surekha kept India’s hopes alive in
the individual sections, advancing into their
respective last-four rounds.

NORWICH HIRES DEAN SMITH
Norwich (England): Norwich appointed Dean
Smith as manager of the Premier League’s last-
placed team on Monday, a week after he was
fired by Aston Villa. The 50-year-old Smith
replaces Daniel Farke, who was dismissed last
weekend despite overseeing Norwich’s first win
of the league season. “It has been a whirlwind
seven days, but I’m really pleased to be back and
working for Norwich City in the Premier
League,” Smith said in a statement.

INDIA TO COMPETE IN 13TH EWC
New Delhi: A seven-member Indian team will
compete in three gaming categories at the 13th
Esports World Championship in Eilat, Israel
starting on Tuesday. The Indian athletes, who
will be supported by MPL Sports Foundation
and sportwear brand from Bata, POWER, will
be competing in CS:GO, Tekken7 and PES
categories during the tournament, Esports
Federation of India (ESFI) said in a release.

WAHAB PLANS TO RETIRE AFTER 2023 WC
Karachi: Left-arm Pakistan fast bowler Wahab
Riaz is planning to retire from international
cricket after the 2023 World Cup in India. The
36-year-old pacer, who has played 27 Tests, 91
ODIs and 36 T20Is, has not been a regular in the
Pakistan team for a while now and was also
ignored for the T20 World Cup.”Everyone has to
say goodbye to cricket one day. 

LALREMSIAMI TO LEAD INDIA IN JUNIOR WC
New Delhi: Forward Lalremsiami, who was a
part of the Indian senior women’s hockey team
which finished fourth at the Tokyo Olympics,
will lead the country’s 18-member junior squad
at the FIH World Cup starting in South Africa
from December 5. The event will witness 16 top
teams from across the globe battle for the title
which was previously won by Argentina in 2016.
Ishika Chaudhary will shoulder the
responsibility of vice-captaincy. 
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No Indian cricketer figured in
the ICC’s T20 World Cup

‘Team of the Tournament’ which
comprises players from six dif-
ferent countries, including Sri
Lanka and South Africa, with
Pakistan’s Babar Azam being
named ‘captain’ of the squad.

India were ousted at the
group league stage after being
thrashed by Pakistan and New
Zealand before winning three
inconsequential games against
Afghanistan, Scotland and
Namibia. 

The jury members did not
think any of the Indian players
deserving to be picked while
South Africa’s Aiden Markram
and Anirch Nortje and Sri
Lanka’s Charith Asalanka and
Wanindu Hasaranga were the
players whose teams didn’t qual-
ify for the semi-finals but fore the
ICC team.

Stars players from champi-
ons Australia, runners-up New
Zealand, semi-finalists England
and Pakistan also feature in the
star-studded line up.

Opening batter and ‘Player
of the Tournament’ David
Warner, leg-spinner Adam
Zampa and seamer Josh
Hazlewood all made the cut for
Australia after helping steer their

side to their first ever T20 World
Cup title.

There were also spots for
England’s Jos Buttler as wicket-
keeper and New Zealand left-
armer Trent Boult, besides
Pakistan’s Babar as captain and
Sri Lanka star Hasaranga -- the
tournament’s leading wicket-
taker — in the line-up.

One of the jury members,
former West Indies pacer Ian
Bishop, said: “As with any team
selection there will be 
varying opinions, and robust dis-
cussion on the final composition
of the squad. 

“The panel respects that, and
we encourage the strong debate
that will ensue. This team was
incredibly difficult to select over
such a highly competitive tour-
nament. Selections were based
predominantly on the Super 12
onward to the final.”

Team
David Warner (Australia),

Jos Buttler (wk) (England), Babar
Azam (captain, Pakistan),
Charith Asalanka (Sri Lanka),
Aiden Markram (South Africa),
Moeen Ali (England), Wanindu
Hasaranga (Sri Lanka), Adam
Zampa (Australia), Josh
Hazlewood (Australia),Trent
Boult (New Zealand), Anrich
Nortje (South Africa), 12th:
Shaheen Afridi (Pakistan).
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Two-time Olympic medallist P V
Sindhu will continue her quest

for a podium finish when she spear-
heads India’s challenge at the
Indonesia Masters Super 750 tour-
nament but compatriots Saina
Nehwal and Sameer Verma will be
missing in action after deciding to
pull out of the tournament due to
injuries.

Sindhu, who had claimed a
bronze at the Tokyo Olympics to go
with her Rio silver medal, reached
the quarterfinals and semifinals at
Denmark and France before skip-
ping the Hylo Open in Germany.

The 2019 World Championship
in Switzerland was Sindhu’s last title.
She reached the final at Swiss Open
early this year but it ended with a
loss.

The third seeded Indian, how-

ever, has good memories of
Indonesia as she had reached the
finals at Jakarta two years back and
will look to make a good start when
she faces Thailand’s Supanida
Katethong in the opener.

Sindhu is likely to cross swords
with Spain’s Clara Azurmendi and
Canada’s sixth seed Michelle Li in the
next two rounds and a clash against
top seeded Japanese Akane
Yamaguchi could be on the cards in

the semifinals if she can cross the ini-
tial rounds.

Saina, the London Olympics
bronze-medallist, and Sameer, who
looked in good touch in the last two
events, will miss the Indonesia leg to
recover from their respective
injuries.

While Saina had suffered a
groin injury at Uber Cup, Sameer
had injured his calf muscle in
Denmark.

All eyes this week will also be on
Kidambi Srikanth and Lakshya Sen,
who had reached the semifinals of
Hylo Open.

While Srikanth seemed close to
regaining his form, Lakshya too has
looked in good touch in his last few
outings. The duo will look to con-
tinue the good run when they begin
their men’s singles campaign here.

Lakshya will meet Japan’s Kanta
Tsuneyama in his opening round,

while Srikanth faces a qualifier after
Sameer pulled out.

Tokyo Olympian B Sai Praneeth
will take on Indonesia’s Shesar Hiren
Rhustavito, while HS Prannoy is pit-
ted against sixth-seeded Indonesian
Jonatan Christie in his opener.

Parupalli Kashyap will square off
against Denmark’s Hans-Kristian
Solberg Vittinghus.

In men’s doubles competition,
sixth seeds Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty will lock horns
with Malaysia’s Ong Yew Sin and Teo
Ee Yi, while the fast-rising pair of
MR Arjun and Dhruv Kapila will
battle it out against the Japanese
combination of Takuro Hoki and
Yugo Kobayashi.

The women’s doubles pair of
Ashwini Ponnappa and N Sikki
Reddy will take on 
Denmark’s Alexandra Boje and
Mette Poulsen.
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Former India chief coach Ravi Shastri has been
roped in as the Commissioner of the Legends

League Cricket (LLC), a professional event for
retired players that is set to take off next year.

The first season of LLC is scheduled to be
held in January next year in the Gulf.

“It feels great to remain connected with crick-
et in the thick of action, especially with the
Legends of the game who have been champions
in their own rights,” Shastri, whose stint with
India ended after the team’s exit from the ICC
T20 World Cup, said in a release issued by the
event’s organisers. “It is going to be a lot of fun
with some serious cricket going. 

These stalwarts have nothing new to prove
but they have their reputation in line and I can
assure you, it will be interesting to see how they
do justice to it.  “I am extremely thrilled to be a
part of Legends League Cricket. This is a unique
initiative and we see a very bright future ahead,”
added the 59-year-old.
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Mercedes driver Lewis
Hamilton ended “the hardest
weekend I’ve had” with a

stunning victory at the Brazilian
Grand Prix, and gained momentum
in his Formula One title fight with Red
Bull driver Max Verstappen.

Hamilton, a seven-time world
champion, beat Verstappen despite
starting from 10th position on the grid
due to a penalty — the second
Hamilton faced this weekend in Sao
Paulo.

Verstappen, the winner of the
race’s previous edition in 2019, fin-
ished second and saw his lead in the
driver’s championship shrink to 14
points, with three races left. The
winner of a race gets 25 points.

“Let’s keep pushing,” Hamilton
said on team radio after his sixth vic-
tory of the season. He took a Brazil
flag to celebrate his win in the car and
on the podium, just as his idol Ayrton
Senna did.

Hamilton’s teammate, Valtteri
Bottas, finished third and Red Bull’s

Sergio Perez was fourth with the
Mexican clocking the fastest lap of the
race. The Ferraris of Charles Leclerc
and Carlos Sainz were fifth and sixth,
respectively.

Verstappen led most of the race
after the first turn, when he overtook
polesitter Bottas. But Hamilton, who
rose from 10th to third position in just
six laps, went ahead of Verstappen on
lap 59, putting a raucous crowd on
their feet at Interlagos.

Hamilton finished the race with
a 10-second advantage over
Verstappen and said he felt like he had
won his first race before a joyous
crowd at Interlagos.

“I was pushing as hard as I could,”
an emotional Hamilton said after his
101st victory. “From last on the grid
(for Saturday’s sprint race), and then
another five-place penalty — I think
that’s the hardest weekend I’ve had.
Things kept going against us, but it
just shows, never give up, keep fight-
ing. Never, ever stop fighting.”

Mercedes is now 11 points ahead
of Red Bull in the constructor stand-
ings. Verstappen will leave Brazil

50,000 euros ($57,200) poorer. He was
fined after being seen touching the
rear wing of Hamilton’s Mercedes on
Friday.

“We were just missing a bit of
pace, but we gave it our all and had

fun,” the Dutchman said. “We still
have a good points lead, today was a
bit of damage limitation. The coming
races we will bounce back.”

Organizers at Interlagos celebrat-
ed the return of the series to the tra-

ditional track, which will host the race
for nine more years. 

More than 181,000 tickets were
sold for the three days of action, with
thousands of fans gathering in front
of the podium — many of them
unmasked despite health protocols.

Brazil was cut from the 2020 cal-
endar because of restrictions in place
for the COVID-19 pandemic. The Sao
Paulo Grand Prix, renamed for this
year, was allowed to open for full
capacity only weeks ago when the state
government eased restrictions for
November.

Many fans saw the race as a
return to a more normal life, and they
liked the eventual winner. 

Antonio Siqueira, 45, had tears in
his eyes when Hamilton drove by
Interlagos’ straight with the 
Brazilian flag.

“Ayrton’s last title was 30 years ago,
and to see the greatest driver ever have
this performance here and still revere
our hero was very emotional,” Siqueira
said. “Today makes it official; there is
a Brazilian driver on the grid, and his
name is Lewis.”
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Sixty six premier domestic cricketers
will battle it out in toxic Delhi air

which has been the cause for health haz-
ards as the Syed Mushtaq Ali National
T20 Championship’s pre-quarter-final
starts in national Capital on Monday.

As on Monday, the highest Air
Quality Index (AQI) level in Delhi was
349, which is ‘Harzardous’ and was
recorded in Shahdara area.

The place where two of the pre quar-
ter-finals will be played is Feroz Shah
Kotla, which is located in Central Delhi,
where the condition is slightly better with
peak AQI of 249, which is deemed
“Unhealthy”.

“The conditions are slightly better

compared to past week and there is no
intimation tat we won’t go ahead with the
game,” a senior DDCA official told PTI
when asked if there is a chance of can-
cellation.

Kotla will host one match in the
morning and the other in the afternoon.

On the cricketing front, Maharashtra
will miss their key and inform player
Ruturaj Gaikwad, who has been called for
national duty, when they take on arch-
rivals Vidarbha in one of the three pre-
quarter-finals.

Ruturaj was the chief architect of
Maharashtra’s wins in the league stage
and he had continued his good run from
the IPL, where he was the leading run-
scorer for his side Chennai Super Kings.

But having earned a national India

call-up for the T20 series against 
New Zealand, Maharashtra will miss his
services.

In his absence, senior players Kedar

Jadhav and current vice-captain Naushad
Shaikh, will have to shoulder responsi-
bility if the side has to score or chase big.

Kedar has exactly not been among

heavy runs and come Tuesday, he would
like to take on the Vidarbha attack with
gusto and help his team advance to the
last eight.

Naushad, who is an aggressive bat-
ter and can take any attack to cleansers
on his day, would need to come good at
the ‘Kotla’. However, the duo would need
support from other batters.

If a fit Rahul Tripathi, who missed
the league stage due to an injury sus-
tained in the IPL final, is available, then
that will surely help Maharashtra, who
had won the T20 domestic champi-
onship, 10 years back.

Maharashtra will also have a new
captain for the marquee clash as the
young opener from Pune led in the
league stage.
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Brazil is already the first
South American team to

secure a direct spot in next
year’s World Cup. Second-
place Argentina is nearly there,
too.

Anyone thinking Tuesday’s
qualifying match between the
teams will not be decisive has-
n’t considered how much pride
will be at stake in the region’s
superclasico.

Copa America champion
Argentina is determined to
upstage Brazil and show Lionel
Messi he has a decent shot next
year of winning the only trophy
missing in his career. Victory in
front of home crowd could also
mean, pending other results,
securing qualification for Qatar
2022.

Brazil is aiming to com-
plete the best South American

qualifying campaign in histo-
ry, although coach Tite is still
expected to continue experi-
menting with his lineup with
an eye on the World Cup.

Only 25,000 fans in San
Juan, in Argentina’s northwest,
will be at the stadium to watch
the teams play a full game for
the first time in this edition of
World Cup qualifying. 

The first encounter was

stopped after seven minutes of
play in September by Brazilian
authorities enforcing proto-
cols in place for the COVID-19
pandemic.

Brazil leads qualifiers with
34 points, six ahead of
Argentina. 

Both teams have complet-
ed 12 games, one fewer than
the other eight teams in 
qualifying.
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Heavy dew, which will min-
imise the toss advantage,

has been predicted for India’s
opening T20I against New
Zealand as Jaipur gears up to
host its first international match
in eight years on Wednesday.

The winter chill can be
experienced the moment you
arrive in the pink city. 

Officials and groundstaff at
the Rajasthan Cricket
Association told PTI that in the
last two days, the dew has been

setting around 7pm, the start
time of the first ever T20
International to be played at the
Sawai Mansingh Stadium. 

The dew factor proved to be
a massive one at the recently con-
cluded T20 World Cup in the
UAE where teams preferred to
chase in better batting condi-
tions. 

“Here in Jaipur, there could
be dew in the first innings itself
going by the last two days
which minimises the toss
advantage to a certain extent.
Since it is a T20, one has to
expect lots of runs from this sur-
face,” said an official. 

“We will use the anti-dew
spray on match day but we 
have all seen its effect is very
limited.”

In the last ODI held here in
2013, India chased down
Australia’s 359 in just 43.3 overs
with Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli scoring a century each.
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The advantage teams have had batting sec-
ond in the just-concluded 

T20 World Cup is something the ICC can
look into to ensure a level-playing 
field, Indian batting great Sunil Gavaskar said
on Monday. 

In the T20 showpiece that concluded in
the UAE on Sunday with Australia’s triumph
over New Zealand in the title clash, 
teams batting second have won almost all
their matches, including the semifinals and
the final. 

“The commentators were saying that the
dew factor wasn’t there today so I 
don’t think it really came into play that much
in this game but I think it has in the previ-
ous games and maybe that is something that
needs to be looked at,” Gavaskar told 
Sports Today.

“But you may also say that if the group
matches are played at the same time then why
change for the knockouts,” said Gavaskar.
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As part of a new leadership group,
India’s T20 vice-captain K L Rahul

could not be more excited about work-
ing with Rahul Dravid and Rohit Sharma
as the head coach is big on setting a good
team culture with the new skipper being
a tactical genius.

The T20 home series against New
Zealand marks the start of a new era for
Indian cricket after the disappointment
of a pre-mature exit from the T20 World
Cup.

With the next edition only 12 months
away, Rahul said the team management
will soon take a call on what is the best

template to follow in the unforgiving
shortest format.

“Look, obviously I’ve been very for-
tunate I have known Rahul Dravid for a
long time. As a youngster I did pick his
brain and try and understand the game
better and understanding the art of bat-
ting better from him. Has been very help-
ful to all of us back home in Karnataka.

“As a coach he has has been with the
boys around the country and to have him
in the set up is a great opportunity to learn
from, we all know what a big name he is
and the kind of things he has done for our
country,” Rahul said referring to the new
head coach ahead of the first T20 on
Wednesday.

The vice-captain also spoke briefly
about Dravid’s vision for the team.

“When it comes to coaching, I have
played a couple of games with the India
A set up and we have had a small chat just

before coming out here for training. He
is somebody who’s big on setting a good
team culture and creating an atmosphere
where people are thriving and trying to
get better as people and cricketers.

“He was always  a team man when he
was playing and that is the kind of cul-
ture he wants to bring in here  where
everyone is putting the team ahead
instead of personal goals.”

The new think thank has just got
together and there will be plenty of dis-
cussions in the near future, said Rahul.

About Rohit, the stylish batter said his
performances for the Indian team and his
IPL franchise say it all.

“We have all seen him in the IPL and

his stats are for everybody to see. He has
a great understanding of the game and
tactically he is really good and that is why
he has been able to achieve what he has
as a leader.

“He will bring a lot of calm into the
dressing room. The next few weeks will
be exciting to know what kind of goals
he has for the team and what kind of tem-
plate we are looking to play.

“In a team sport it is always a collec-
tive effort and decision. 

The job of the leadership group is to
ensure that everybody is clear about their
roles and feeling secure in the team and
it will be an exciting challenge to create
that kind of atmosphere,” he said.
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Shastri joins upcoming Legends
League as Commissioner 6�	�������
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ICC must make sure
there is level-playing
field, says Gavaskar
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