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Exactly 19 months after the
historic corridor linking

Dera Baba Nanak in India’s
Gurdaspur district to
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in
Narowal, Pakistan, was closed
in the wake of the Covid out-
break in March 2020, the
Central Government on
Monday announced its reopen-
ing for pilgrims on Wednesday.

Punjab’s politicians tran-
scended political boundaries to
welcome the announcement,
which comes just two days
ahead of the birth anniversary
of the first Sikh Guru Nanak
Dev that falls on November 19.
Besides, Sikh leaders, activists
also hailed the move.

Thanking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah for
the re-opening of the corridor
ahead of Gurpurab, Punjab
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi announced that the

entire State Cabinet would pay
obeisance at Kartarpur Sahib
on November 18 as a part of
the first delegation 
after reopening of the 
historic corridor.

“It’s a happy moment that
the Kartarpur Corridor is
reopening and the prayers of
the Sikh community are being
answered. I had met Prime
Minister Modi and Home
Minister Shah as Chief
Minister and had requested
them. Now they’ve announced
it. I thank them. The Punjab

Cabinet will be part of the first
jatha for paying obeisance on
November 18,” said Channi.

Also hailing the Centre’s
decision, the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) — known
as Sikhs’ mini-parliament, also
announced that it would send
a group to Darbar Sahib
Gurdwara in Kartarpur.

The group which will pay
obeisance at the gurdwara on
November 19, will be led by the
SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur,
besides a ragi jatha (group of

Gurbani singers) and other
members of the gurdwara body.
The SGPC has also appealed to
the Sikh sangat to take part in
the ‘jatha’ to celebrate Guru
Nanak’s 552nd birth anniver-
sary at Kartarpur Sahib.

Former Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh also
took to Twitter expressing his
profound gratitude to Modi
and Shah for the timely open-
ing of the corridor. “It will pro-
vide a chance to thousands of
devotees to pay obeisance at the
holy shrine on the occasion of
Gurupurab of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji,” he tweeted.

Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) president Sukhbir Singh
Badal said that he and former
Union Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal had written letters
to the Prime Minister calling
for the same. Lauding the deci-
sion, he added that the “senti-
ment of an entire community”
had now been fulfilled.

Describing it as a “welcome
step”, Punjab Congress presi-
dent Navjot Singh Sidhu said:
“The reopening of the Corridor
of infinite possibilities…invalu-
able gift for Nanak naam
levas…May the corridor of the
Great Guru remain open eter-
nally to shower blessings on
one and all….Sarbat da bhala.”

Continued on Page 2
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In an emergency meeting on air
pollution in Delhi on Tuesday,

the city Government suggested a
weekend-lockdown and work
from home (WFH) for a week. 

Meanwhile, in a late night
development the Commission for
Air Quality Management said
that all schools, colleges and
educational institutions in Delhi
and nearby cities have been
closed till further notice.

Earlier, Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said a ban on con-
struction and industrial activities
was also recommended in the
meeting with the Centre for Air
Quality Management (CAQM),
in which representatives of
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh (UP) Governments 
participated. “The other States
have also put forth their views
and we are waiting for an official
notification from the commis-
sion,” Rai said.
With SAFAR, marking that the
contribution of farm fires in PM
2.5 fluctuated between four to 48
per cent in November, Rai urged
the Centre to clear its stand on
pollution from stubble burning,

during the meeting.
“The Centre’s submission of

two contrasting facts in the court
has created chaos. It is shocking
that the Centre has said that the
contribution of stubble in pollu-
tion is four per cent on one page
and 35 to 40 per cent on anoth-
er page in the same document,”
he said.

“I looked into this and found
that SAFAR, a Central
Government organisation, was
responsible for publishing the
data and estimates from
November 4-14. Diwali was on
November 4th and SAFAR’s
assessment says that on
November 4, the contribution of

stubble burning was 25 per cent.
It was 36 per cent on November
5; 41 per cent on November 6; 48
per cent on November 7; 30 per
cent on November 8; 27 per cent
on November 9 and 10; 26 per
cent on November 11; 35 per cent
on November 12 and 31 per cent
on November 13 and 14. If we
were to consider the average of
the data from 

November 4 to November 14,
it is around 31 per cent. This data
is also from the Central
Government, and the data which
has been handed over inside the
court is also from the Central
Government,” Rai said.

Continued on Page 2
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Inaugurating the 341-km
Purvanchal Expressway in

Sultanpur district after landing
on the highway airstrip in an
IAF C-130 Hercules transport
plane, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched a
scathing attack on the previous
Samajwadi Party Government,
accusing it of discriminating

among the people in extending
the benefits of the 
development schemes to 
the citizens. 

“Previous Governments in
Uttar Pradesh reduced the
State’s vital eastern part to
“mafiawaad” and poverty, but
the BJP Government is now
writing a new chapter of devel-
opment,” said the PM.  

Modi also launched a
veiled attack on the Congress

saying “the roar of the fighter
planes also gives a 
message to the previous
Government who ignored the
Defence infrastructure for
decades’’.

“The nation’s security is as
important as its prosperity. In
a short while from now, we will
see how the Purvanchal
Expressway has now become
one more power for the Indian
Air Force in cases of emer-
gency. Our fighter plane will
land on the expressway short-
ly,” the PM said.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major move that will also
help India in its fight against

Covid-19, pharma giant Pfizer
Inc said on Tuesday it will allow
generic manufacturers to sup-
ply its experimental antiviral
Covid-19 pill to 95 low-and
middle-income countries. 

This will be done through
a licencing agreement with
international public health
group Medicines Patent Pool,
said the company. 

The voluntary licencing
agreement between Pfizer and
the MPP will allow the United
Nations-backed group to grant
sub-licences to qualified gener-
ic drug manufacturers to make
their own versions of PF-
07321332. Pfizer will sell the
pills it manufactures under the
brand name Paxlovid.

“We are extremely pleased
to have another weapon in
our armoury to protect people
from the ravages of Covid-19”,

said Charles Gore, Executive
Director of the Medicines
Patent Pool in a statement
here.

Pfizer will waive royalties
on sales in low-income coun-
tries. It will also waive them in
the other countries covered
by the agreement as long as
Covid-19 remains classified as
a public health emergency of
international concern by the
World Health Organisation,
said the company in the state-
ment here.

Pfizer Chief Executive
Albert Bourla further said,
“We believe oral antiviral treat-
ments can play a vital role in
reducing the severity of Covid-
19 infections... We must work
to ensure that all people —
regardless of where they live or
their circumstances — have
access to these breakthroughs.” 

Continued on Page 2
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In the first arrest in the
Pandora Papers’ probe, the

Enforcement Directorate (ED)
on Tuesday arrested Lalit
Goyal, the Managing Director
of IREO Group of companies,
under the Prevention of Money
laundering Act (PMLA) in a
case worth nearly �2,600 crore
related to cheating and siphon-

ing of funds of home buy-
ers/ investors and oth-
ers.

The ED initi-
ated money laun-
dering investiga-
tion on the basis
of FIRs regis-
tered at
Panchkula by
Haryana Police, FIR
of the Economic
Offences Wing, Delhi and
FIR registered at police station
Hauz Khas, Delhi, against
IREO Private Limited, IREO
Fiveriver Private Limited, Lalit
Goyal and others.

“The modus operandi
adopted by the group includes
routing of funds from various

entities based in tax haven
countries like British

Virgin Islands (BVI),
Mauritius etc,
diversion of funds
by way of buy
back of equity
shares, recording

of fictitious
expenses in the

books of accounts,
writing off project in

progress, loans and
advances to sister concerns
and round tripping of funds
through shell companies. Total
funds involved are over �2,600
crore, part of which are pro-
ceeds of crime,” the ED said in
a statement.

Continued on Page 2
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In a coordinated crackdown
against online content

providers on child sexual abuse,
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Tuesday
conducted searches at around
77 locations across India in 14
States/Union Territories in con-
nection with 23 separate cases
registered on Sunday against
total 83 accused on the allega-
tions related to online child
sexual abuse and exploitation
(OCSAE).

As per preliminary infor-

mation collected after the
searches, more than 50 groups
with 5,000 plus offenders are
sharing child sexual abuse
material. Initial estimates also
suggest that nationals of around
100 countries spread across
various continents may be
involved in the racket.

The searches were con-
ducted in Andhra Pradesh,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Bihar, Odisha, Tamil Nadu,
Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Haryana,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and Himachal Pradesh.

“In a nationwide coordi-
nated crackdown on crime
related to online child sexual
abuse material, the CBI regis-
tered 23 separate cases on
14.11.2021 against 83 accused
on the allegations related to

online child sexual abuse and
exploitation,” the CBI said in a
statement.

The agency further said, “It
was alleged that various syndi-
cates of individuals based in
different parts of India and for-
eign countries were indulging
in circulating, storing and view-
ing child sexual exploitation
material (CSEM) through var-
ious social media
platforms/groups.”

It was also alleged that
people were spreading  CSEM
by way of sharing links, videos,
pictures, texts, posts and host-
ing of such content on social
media groups/platforms and
third party storage/hosting
platforms, it said.

Continued on Page 2
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At least six people were
killed and four injured in

a road accident in Bihar’s
Lakhisarai district on Tuesday
when an SUV carrying them
collided with a LPG cylinder-
laden truck, a senior police offi-
cer said.

Five of the six people killed
in the accident were relatives of
late Bollywood actor Sushant
Singh Rajput,  sources said. 

The victims were returning
to Jamui from Patna where they
went to attend the last rites of
a relative.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will inaugurate the first global innovation sum-
mit of the pharmaceutical sector on Thursday
via video conferencing.

The Prime Minister's Office (PMO) said
this is a distinctive initiative that aims to bring
together key Indian and international stake-
holders from the government, industry, acad-
emia, investors, and researchers to discuss and
strategise priorities to foster a thriving inno-
vation ecosystem in the sector.

It will also highlight opportunities in the
Indian pharma industry that has a huge
growth potential.

The two-day summit will have 12 sessions
and over 40 national and international speak-
ers deliberating on a range of subjects, includ-
ing the regulatory environment, funding for
innovation, industry-academia collaboration,
and innovation infrastructure, the PMO said. 

It will witness participation of leading
members from domestic and global pharma
Industries, officials, investors and researchers

from Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), John Hopkins Institute, Indian
Institutes of Management (IIM) Ahmedabad
and other eminent institutes, it added. PTI

#"����	���������	���
�������	���
��	����%%	�
�������%�����������%����1 New Delhi: Union Health

Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Tuesday suggested that stick-
ers for houses to notify com-
pletion of both doses of Covid-
19 vaccines should be given to
fully vaccinated families to
encourage uptake of vaccine
among the population.

The Minister made the sug-
gestion during a meeting on
Tuesday with non-government
organisations, civil society out-
fits and development partners to
take the "Har Ghar Dastak"
Covid vaccination campaign
across the length and breadth of
the country, according to a
Union Health Ministry state-
ment.

Mandaviya noted that 'Jan-
Bhagidari' (people's participa-
tion) is essential for such a
mammoth exercise like India's
vaccination programme.

“India stood tall in Covid-

19 crisis because of the initiative
of non-Government organisa-
tions and civil society organisa-
tions which supplemented the
efforts of the government to
ensure that nobody went to
sleep on an empty stomach
during the Covid lockdown," he
stated.

The Minister also noted
their contribution in ensuring
that 80 per cent of the popula-
tion and 40 per cent of the pop-
ulation received their first and
second dose of the vaccine
respectively, according to the
statement.

New Delhi: The possibility that
India could get its first gay
judge with the Supreme Court
collegium approving the name
of Saurabh Kirpal for the Delhi
High Court was widely wel-
comed on Tuesday, some in the
LGBTQ community terming it
historic and others describing it
as a harbinger of an unbiased
India.

The senior advocate moved
a significant step towards
becoming a Delhi High Court
judge with the collegium, head-
ed by Chief Justice of India N V
Ramana, recommending his
name, a decision deferred mul-
tiple times since 2018 
for what many speculated was
because of his sexual orienta-
tion. Recommendations are sent
to the Centre for approval. It can
send it back to the collegium.
However, if the name is sent

back, the Centre has no option
but to approve it.

The news of the likely ele-
vation of 49-year-old Kirpal,
who has spoken candidly about
his gay status, was met with an
emotive response from those in
the gay community and also
from celebrities, rights activists
and others on social media and
elsewhere. For author Sharif D
Rangnekar, a friend of Kirpal,
this recommendation is "incred-
ibly huge" and will "inspire and
motivate many people" in the
community to live a dignified
life. "I can't tell you how happy
I am to get this news. It's
Saurabh Kirpal's achievement
definitely, all credit to him, but
we are living in a community
where there are so few people
who are holding certain position
or posts that carry a certain kind
of influence, that today this is

something we would want to
own as well," Rangnekar, a for-
mer journalist and author of
"Straight to Normal: My Life as
a Gay Man", told PTI.

"Saurabh could have chosen
to sign off from India and gone
to another country, and got
more dignity. But he hung on
here, he has not buckled under
any pressure .. You never know
how many more lawyers will
now come out as queer, and not
feel discriminated. It is indeed
a historic moment for the com-
munity," he added.

Son of former chief justice
of India Bhupinder Nath Kirpal,
Kirpal read law at the University
of Oxford and did his Master of
Law at the University of
Cambridge and returned to
India following a brief stint at
the United Nations in 
Geneva.
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New Delhi: The ban imposed
on Islamic Research Foundation
(IRF), set up by Zakir Naik who
was accused of inspiring
Muslim youths in India and
abroad to commit terror acts,
has been extended by the Centre
for five years.

Naik, who was born in
Mumbai but fled India in the
wake of the 2016 Dhaka bomb-
ing, is accused of spreading
hatred among different com-
munities through his Peace TV
and social media networks
where he has over 20 million
followers, and is currently living
in Malaysia.

In a late night notification,
the Union Home Ministry said
that the IRF has been indulging
in activities which are prejudi-
cial to the security of the coun-
try and have the potential of dis-

turbing peace and communal
harmony and disrupting the
secular fabric of the country and
hence declared unlawful under
the stringent anti-terror law
UAPA.

The IRF was first banned
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967 (37 of
1967) by the Central
Government on November 17,
2016.  Naik fled India after the
July 1, 2016 bombing at a cafe
in Dhaka where terrorists killed
over 20 people, including 17 for-
eigners.

One of the bombers of the
Bangladesh capital had said
that he was inspired by Naik's
speeches. Two of the many
Kerala youths, who joined the
Islamic State, had said that they
were attracted to the Middle-
East's deadliest terror group

after meeting the controversial
preacher.

Naik denied having any
role in any of these incidents.

Zahran Hashim, the leader
of National Thowheeth
Jama'ath, the group which
claimed the Easter bombings in
Sri Lanka, had praised Naik and
asked Sri Lankan Muslims what
they could do for him.

Over 250 people, including
45 children and 40 foreign
nationals, were killed in the
deadly explosions in Sri Lanka
on April 21, 2019, the Easter
Sunday.

In its notification, the home
ministry said it is of the opin-
ion that the IRF and its mem-
bers, particularly founder and
president Zakir Abdul Karim
Naik alias Zakir Naik, have
been encouraging and aiding its

followers to promote or attempt
to promote, on grounds of reli-
gion, disharmony or feelings of
enmity, hatred or ill-will
between different religious com-
munities and groups which are
prejudicial to the integrity and
security of the country, it said.

The Home Ministry said
the statements and speeches
made by Naik are objectionable
and subversive and through
them he has been promoting
enmity and hatred among reli-
gious groups and inspiring
youths of a particular religion in
India and abroad to commit ter-
rorist acts.

Naik also makes radical
statements and speeches to mil-
lions of people worldwide
through international satellite
TV network, Internet, print
and social media, it said.
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New Delhi: India regisered
8,865 new coronavirus infec-
tions, the lowest in 287 days,
taking the country's tally of
Covid-19 cases to 3,44,56,401,
while the active cases settled at
1,30,793, the lowest in 525
days, according to the Union
Health Ministry data updated
on Tuesday.

The number of deaths
climbed to 4,63,852 with 197
fresh fatalities, according to the
data updated at 8 am.

The daily rise in new  infec-
tions has been below 20,000 for
39 straight days and less than
50,000 daily new cases have
been reported for 142 consec-
utive days now.

The active cases comprise
0.38 per cent of the total infec-
tions, the lowest since March
2020, while the national Covid-
19 recovery rate was recorded
at 98.27 per cent, the highest
since March 2020, the Ministry
said. A decrease of 3,303 cases
has been recorded in the active
Covid-19caseload in a span of
24 hours.

India's Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23, 40 lakh on
September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It went past 60
lakh on September 28, 70 lakh
on October 11, crossed 80 lakh
on October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and surpassed
the one-crore mark on
December 19. India crossed the
grim milestone of two crore on
May 4 and three crore on June
23. 
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The ED said investigation further reveals that “Lalit Goyal is set-

tler and named beneficiary of a Guernsey based overseas trust, which
owns and controls entities holding assets outside India.”

“Recent Pandora Papers leak has also named four entities (which
are beneficially owned by Lalit Goyal) having registered address in BVI
hold assets having value more than USD 77.73 million (Rs 575 crore
approximately),” it said. Goyal was detained at IGI Airport in the wee
hours on November 11 in the wake of the Look Out Circular issued
against him by ED, while he was trying to leave the country.

“During investigation, Goyal was non-cooperative and did not
divulge any relevant information. Therefore, he has been arrested on
16.11.2021 under section 19 of PMLA 2002.” It further said.

He was produced before a designated special court here that
remanded him on Tuesday in seven-day ED custody. Further inves-
tigation is under progress, it added.

FromPage 1
The searches were conducted at around

77 locations, including Tirupati and Kanekal
(Andhra Pradesh), Delhi; KonchJalaun, Mau,
Chandauli, Varanasi, Ghazipur,
Siddharthanagar, Moradabad, Noida, Jhansi,
Ghaziabad and Muzaffar Nagar (Uttar
Pradesh); Junagarh, Bhavnagar and Jamnagar
(Gujarat); Sangrur, Malerkotla, Hoshiarpur
and Patiala (Punjab); Patna and Siwan
(Bihar); Yamuna Nagar, Panipat, Sirsa and
Hisar (Haryana); Bhadrak, Jajpur and
Dhenkenal (Odisha), Tiruvalure, Coimbatore,
Namkkal, Salem and Tiruvannamalai (Tamil
Nadu); Ajmer, Jaipur, Jhunjhunu and Nagaur
(Rajasthan); Gwalior (Madhya Pradesh);
Jalgaon, Salwad and Dhule (Maharashtra);
Korba (Chhattisgarh) and Solan (Himachal
Pradesh), on the premises of accused.

“A number of electronic
gadgets/mobiles/laptops, etc. have so far
been recovered during searches. It is revealed
that some individuals were involved in trad-
ing of CSEM material,” the agency said.

The CBI is coordinating with sister agen-
cies through formal and informal channels.
Searches and development of further leads is
underway and investigation is continuing.

Globally, the importance of recognizing
and combating online child sexual abuse has
been acknowledged. Every year, a lot of chil-
dren face abuse which becomes more horrific
when online platforms are used. It is a chal-
lenge for all stakeholders, including law
enforcement agencies. Cooperation amongst
law enforcement agencies is paramount for
tackling this menace, the agency said.

FromPage 1
“The accident occurred on Sikandra-

Sheikhpura National Highway-333 near
Pipra village under Halsi Police Station when
the SUV driver lost control over his vehicle
and hit the truck coming from the opposite
direction near Pipara village early on
Tuesday. 

“Six people, including the driver, were
killed in the incident,” Superintendent of
Police Sushil Kumar stated. 

Four injured were rushed to Jamui’s
Sadar hospital in critical condition.

The deceased have been identified as
Laljit Singh, his two sons Amit Shekhar alias
Nemani Singh and Ram Chandra Singh,
daughter Baby Devi, niece Anita Devi and
the driver Preetam Kumar.

Laljit was the brother-in-law of Om
Prakash Singh, a senior Haryana Police offi-
cer. OP Singh is the brother-in-law of
Sushant Singh Rajput.

The victims were returning to Jamui after
attending the funeral of Geeta Devi, the sis-
ter of OP Singh.

A case has been registered and further
investigation is underway, the SP added. 

FromPage 1
Utilising the occasion to

sound the poll bugle for the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions,  Modi said the previous
Government did “injustice” to
the people by “working for only
one family”, while the BJP
“ushered in an era of unfore-
seen development”.

He also said there were
areas in Uttar Pradesh previ-
ously “a hub of mafia and
poverty” but the expressway is
a testimony to the development
the state has witnessed in the
recent past.

“When I laid the founda-
tion stone of Purvanchal
Expressway in 2018, I had
never thought that I will land
here on an aircraft one day.

This is the expressway to the
State’s development and will
show the way to a new Uttar
Pradesh. 

This expressway is a reflec-
tion of modern facilities in UP.
This expressway is the express-
way of the strong willpower of
UP. It is living proof of the
accomplishment of resolutions
in UP,” the PM said and added,
“For the all-around develop-
ment of the country, the bal-
anced development of the
country is equally important.
Some areas marching ahead in
the race of development and
some areas lagging decades
behind aren’t right for any
country.”  

In a nearly hour-long inau-
guration speech, Modi

described how the Purvanchal
Expressway will fast-track the
region, and by extension the
State, on the road to develop-
ment.

Lauding the Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Modi said “ I
am happy that today Yogi’s
Government is working with-
out discrimination, casteism,
regionalism and dynastic pol-
itics. The UP Government is
working with the mantra of
‘Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas’.

``Those who have any
doubt on capabilities of UP, on
capabilities of people of UP
should come to Sultanpur
today to witness their capabil-
ity. Such a modern expressway
has now come up where it was
just a piece of land 3-4 years

back.”
“It is also a fact that a vast

State like UP was earlier cut off
from within to a great extent.
This expressway is a reflection
of the modernising face of UP.
This expressway is a symbol of
the strong willpower of UP. It
is living proof of the accom-
plishment of resolutions in UP.
This is the pride of UP, this is
the wonder of UP,” he
said.

Without naming
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, the PM said, “Some
people are losing their cool over
the performance of the double
engine Government. Those
who failed in their time are not
able to stand the success of CM
Yogi.”

FromPage 1
Media reports said Pfizer’s version of the

drug will be in high demand. The company
has said it expects to manufacture 1,80,000
treatment courses by the end of next month
and at least 50 million courses by the end of
2022.

FromPage 1
“It is essential for the Centre to

clarify immediately. Different strate-
gies are needed to deal with both the
situations and data on farm fire con-
tribution must be taken seriously,”
Rai asserted. “The Union
Environment Minister should clar-
ify the situation so that the right
strategy can be made regarding
pollution and we can together find
an immediate and permanent solu-
tion to it, ‘’ he added.

Meanwhile, to curb vehicular
pollution in Delhi, the city
Government will launch the next
phase of ‘Red Light On, Gaadi Off ’
campaign from November 19 to
December 3.

FromPage 1
At the same time, Sidhu

urged the Centre to reopen
Kartarpur Corridor, to create a
new Darshan Asthan for khule
darshan didar for all and to
cancel the three farm laws on
Shri Guru Nanak’s Gurpurab,
as it’s a day for reflection,
rediscovery and reiteration of
the Guru’s message of peace,
harmony and universal broth-
erhood.”

Earlier in the day, the
Union Home Minister
announced the decision on
Twitter. “In a major decision,
that will benefit large numbers
of Sikh pilgrims, PM
@Narendramodi govt has
decided to re-open the
Kartarpur Sahib Corridor from
tomorrow, Nov 17,” Shah

tweeted.
“This decision reflects the

immense reverence of Modi
govt towards Shri Guru Nanak
Dev Ji and our Sikh commu-
nity,” he added.

Shah added, “The nation is
all set to celebrate the Prakash
Utsav of Shri Guru Nanak Dev
ji on the 19th of November and
I am sure that PM
@NarendraModi Govt’s deci-
sion to reopen the Kartarpur
Sahib corridor will further
boost the joy and happiness
across the country.”

The decision comes two
days after Punjab BJP leaders
met the president Ram Nath
Kovind, besides the Prime
Minister, the Union Home
Minister, and BJP national
president JP Nadda in New

Delhi and submitted a memo-
randum requesting him to
reopen the Kartarpur Corridor
to Pakistan.

It has been learnt that
Covid-19 restrictions may be
put in place, including social
distancing, double vaccination,
RT-PCR tests within 72 hours,
and the numbers may be
restricted.

On March 16, 2020, both
India and Pakistan temporar-
ily suspended the day-long pil-
grimage in wake of the pan-
demic and also suspended the
registration for the Kartarpur
Sahib pilgrimage. However, on
October 2, 2020, the Pakistan
Government announced to
unilaterally open the Kartarpur
Sahib pilgrimage but India did
not reciprocate the gesture. 
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
said the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

Government’s target is to raise Delhi’s per capi-
ta income to Singapore’s level by 2047.

“In Delhi, the growth rate has been 11-12
per cent over the last 5-6 years. Delhi’s contri-
bution to the country’s GDP is 4.4 per cent
despite having only 1.49 per cent of the coun-
try’s population. Delhi’s per capita income is 3
lakh 54 thousand, which is three times the
national per capita income standard,” Sisodia
said.

“The Government intends to raise Delhi’s
per capita income to that of Singapore by the
100th anniversary of the country’s independence
in 2047,” he added.

In a statement released on Tuesday, Sisodia
said the national capital’s growth rate has
reached 11-12 per cent in the last six years and
the per capita income is three times the nation-
al average.

Highlighting that Delhi is one of the fastest
growing states in the country, the deputy Chief
Minister said the Arvind Kejriwal government
is committed to fostering a progressive business
environment in the city.

According to Sisodia, who also holds the
portfolio of Finance Minister in the AAP cab-
inet, Delhi has 29 planned industrial areas and
four flatted factory complexes. There are also 25
non-conforming industrial clusters. “On paper,
it is non-conforming, but all of the activities take
place there. The central Government should
conform these areas as soon as possible so that

they can contribute to the growth of Delhi. The
central and state Governments will have to col-
laborate,”

He  urged the central Government and the
DDA to cooperate in the larger interest of the
citizens. 

He asserted that the Kejriwal administration
intends to build a world-class multilevel man-
ufacturing hub on 147 acres of land in Rani
Khera.” On approximately 55.20 acres of land,
the Delhi Government is also developing a
Knowledge Based Industrial Park in Baprola. In
Kanjhawala, the Delhi Government plans to
build an integrated industrial township. The pro-
posed project will be a large greenfield project
spanning 920 acres,” he added.
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Delhi’s air quality on
Tuesday recorded very

poor and may slip to severe cat-
egory on Wednesday.
According to the National
Ambient Air Quality Index
(NAAQI), the air quality index
was recorded at 379.

While the farm fire con-
tribution in PM 2.5 was only
eight per cent, values of
Particulate Matters (PM) 10
and 2.2 recorded at 362 and 222
micrograms per cubic on the
NAQQI.

In its short range air qual-
ity forecast, SAFAR (System of
Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research),
under Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES) said, “The
AQI is likely to reach the high-
er end of very poor category by
tonight and then slip to Lower

end of severe by Wednesday.” “
Surface Winds are likely to be
very calm with a low ventila-
tion index pushing AQI to
severe by tomorrow and fluc-
tuate between severe to upper
end of very poor thereafter
until  November 18, Intrusion
of stubble burning related pol-
lutants into Delhi is not likely
for the next two days due to
unfavorable (winds coming
from east direction) transport
level winds. 

The effective farm fire
count has reduced to 1820 and
its contribution to Delhi’s
PM2.5 today is eight per cent.
The peak in fire count appears
to have reached last week and
fire counts are now starting to
show a declining trend which
is delayed by about one week
from the previous year due to
late withdrawal of the mon-
soon.” 
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In a major development in
connection with the Delhi

riots, Facebook India’s Public
Policy Director Shivnath
Thukral and Director (Legal)
GV Anand Bhushan will
appear before Delhi Assembly’s
Committee on Peace and
Harmony on Thursday,
November 18.

The Supreme Court on
July 9 had held the Delhi
Assembly’s Peace and Harmony
committee’s right to question
Facebook India officials as
valid. The committee is chaired
by AAP MLA Raghav Chadha.

In an official letter,
Facebook India’s Public Policy
Director stated, “We again
thank you for the opportunity
to appear before the
Committee on Peace and
Harmony (“Committee”) to

provide our views to assist the
Committee in its ‘aims to rec-
ommend preventative and
remedial measures concerning
issues of governance, social
cohesion, unity, brotherhood
and peace’ and ‘to strengthen
overall social and economic
development’ through com-
munal harmony. Facebook
shares the Committee’s aim to
improve harmony among reli-
gious communities, linguistic
communities, and social
groups.”

On October 29 , Delhi
Legislative Assembly’s com-
mittee on ‘Peace and Harmony’
had decided to call upon
Facebook India to send a senior
representative on “role of social
media in curbing the spread of
false and malicious messages
which can fan disharmony and
affect peace”
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Gurugram: Following an
ongoing dispute regarding
Friday prayers in open spaces
at Sector-12 of Gurugram, a
local Hindu man has created an
example of brotherhood by
offering his land for religious
rituals of the local Muslim
community.

Akshay Rao, who lives in
the neighbourhood, took this
initiative in view of the prob-
lems faced by the Muslim com-
munity due to objections raised
by different Hindu outfits to
Friday prayers in open spaces.

More than 25 people can
offer prayers at the land offered
by Akshay Rao.

“Such initiative can help to
maintain harmony in the soci-
ety. I will also provide the roof
of my property, where every
Friday some people can com-
fortably offer prayers until the
arrangement of conducting
prayers is not done,” Rao said.

This initiative of Rao is

being praised a lot on social
media.

“It is a responsibility of
each and citizen of Indian to
main law and order situation.
It was my little step toward
helping people. I welcomed
Muslim people to offer Namaz
at my place,” Rao said.

Due to an objection raised
by Hindu outfits regarding
Friday prayer in open spaces in
Sector-12 of Gurugram, the
Muslim representative had
demanded that the district
administration should open
the 19 mosques under the
Waqf Board, which are cur-

rently unused so that they can
offer prayers in those mosques.

For the past several weeks,
there has been a dispute in
Gurugram regarding the prayer
every Friday due to which 50%
of open prayers have been
closed.

In Sector 12 of Gurugram,
where Friday prayers were
held, Govardhan Puja and the
community kitchen (Bhandara)
was organised by Sanyukt
Hindu Sangharsh Samiti on
November 5.

Haji Shehzad Khan, the
chairman of Muslim Ekta
Manch, while welcoming the
initiative of Akshay Rao, said
It’s a good initiative that a
Hindu brother nearby gave his
place to offer Friday prayers.
There is a dispute regarding
open Namaz in sector 12 of
Gurugram, We are peace-lov-
ing people and do not want to
disturb law and order. It’s a
good move”.

��&&	��
�����	� 482��893$

Delhi Congress to hold
dharna against opening of

new liquor vends from
Wednesday under the revised
excise policy of the Delhi
Government.

Congress Delhi unit pres-
ident Anil Kumar said that
party workers will come out on
the streets to oppose the Aam
Aadmi Party Government’s
decision to make the national
capital “Nashe Ki Rajdhani”
with its liberalized excise pol-
icy. “The new policy will allow
three liquor vends to operate in
a ward to make  easy availabil-
ity of liquor, lowering the
drinking age to attract impres-
sionable, unemployed youth
and students to liquor addic-
tion, extending the bar timings
to 3 am, which will make Delhi
not only the liquor Capital of
the country but also a crime
capital,” he said.

Addressing the media,
Kumar said that Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal is behind the
revised liquor policy because of
his unholy alliance and secret
deal with the liquor mafia to
take kickbacks from them.

“The Congress will oppose
the new excise policy, starting
today in the Pol Khol Yatra at
Krishna Nagar, to expose the

corruption, lies and unfulfilled
promises of Chief Minister,”he
added.

Senior Congress MLA and
chairman of the communica-
tion department Anil Bhardwaj
was also present during the
press conference.

Kumar further said that
Delhi Chief Minister  has been
unilaterally taking decisions
on the revised excise policy
without consulting anyone,
including the Residents’
Welfare Associations/Mohalla
Sabhas.

He also said that even
senior AAP leader and Punjab
in-charge Raghav Chadha had
written to the Commissioner
(Excise) to stop opening of a
liquor vend at Naraina Vihar
following complaints by the
RWA.

Kumar said that CM
Arvind had promised to make
Delhi like Singapore, London
and Paris but he has only suc-
ceeded in making Delhi num-
ber one in air and water pollu-
tion and crime. He said that the
revised, liberalized excise pol-
icy  was intended to fulfil
Arvind’s greed for money,
which the Delhi Congress will
oppose very forcefully, by
protesting outside liquor vends,
and through the Pol Khol
Yatra.
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A26-year-old woman, who
was attacked with acid by

a man in outer Delhi’s Bawana
area on November 3, suc-
cumbed to her injuries on
Monday. 

Police said that the accused
identified as Montu (23), was
arrested from Buxar district in
Bihar.

Police said the woman sus-
tained third-degree burns on
her face, neck, chest and
abdomen after being attacked
by Montu who lived in her
locality and was known to her
family.

According to Brijendra
Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outer north district,
the woman died at the hospi-
tal in the evening on Monday.

“Police have added sec-
tion 302 to the FIR. Montu was
arrested last week and has
been booked under various
sections. Our two constables
had donated blood to help her
but her condition was critical.
She couldn’t survive,” said the
DCP.

Police had approached a
Delhi-based dermatology clin-
ic Medlinks which had agreed

to perform reconstructive burn
surgery on the victim for free
after her recovery.

Her husband, who works
as a daily-wage labourer in
Bawana Industrial Area, said
that he was waiting for her to
get well and had assured his
three children that he would
return with their mother.

“The doctors had informed
me about her deteriorating
condition. I wish she had told
me about Montu’s activities,
this wouldn’t have happened.
Now, I have to tell my children
about that their mother is no
more,” he said.

The couple got married in
May 2011 and they have a nine-
year-old daughter and two
sons, aged six and five, who are
presently living at his brother’s
house, unaware of their moth-
er’s death.

Meanwhile, a senior doctor
at the Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital, where she was being
treated, said that the woman
had extensive acid burns and
subsequent renal impairment
(kidney failure) which led to
her death.

“She had 45-50 per cent
burn injuries and had also lost
her eyesight a few days ago,” he
said.
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Suresh Chandra who was
appointed as the legal advi-

sor to Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
has tendered his resignation on
health grounds, an official said
on Tuesday.

A senior police officer said
the retired officer was only a
temporary consultant and was
under contract only for six
months. He was almost at the
end of his tenure and tendered
his resignation on health
grounds.

His successor has not been
appointed yet, the officer
added.

“Suresh Chandra has ten-
dered his resignation from the
post of consultant to work as
legal advisor to CP, Delhi on
health grounds and the same
has been accepted by the
Commissioner of Police,
Delhi,” according to an order
from the office of the Delhi
Police Commissioner stated.

The officer has been
directed to deposit all govern-
ment articles, if any, issued on
official capacity, it stated.

A police officer said
Chandra had served as a
Director of Prosecution in the
Delhi Government earlier. 
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ADelhi court has directed
registration of FIR against

two directors of a city-based air
charter service company for
allegedly failing to provide
helicopter service to a man
despite receipt of money, not-
ing that the duo had an “inten-
tion to cheat”. 

Additional Sessions Judge
Anuj Agrawal passed the order
on the revision petition filed by
complainant Anis Ahmad
against the magistrate’s order
rejecting his plea seeking reg-
istration of FIR against the duo
and an employee for not pro-
viding the helicopter for his
niece’s wedding after taking the
payment of Rs five lakh in
March 2019. 

The complainant alleged
that the director did not return
the paid amount after can-
celling the service and stopped
taking his calls, following
which he came to know that
they have closed the office. 

He further said that one of
the accused also threatened
him. He filed two complaints at
Jamia Nagar Police Station and
with the Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) in September
and October 2019 but no
action was taken. 

Police later told the court
that the dispute was civil and
there was no inducement or
cheating.  Allowing the revision
petition, the Additional
Sessions Judge said, “It appears

that respondent No.1 and 2
being Directors were having an
intention to cheat the revi-
sionist (Ahmad) since the
beginning as they did not come
up with an explanation as to
why no services were provid-
ed to revisionist despite receipt
of the amount.” 

Further, there is nothing on
record to suggest that they
had requisite permission from
the Competent Authority to
provide the helicopter services
to the complainant at the rele-
vant time as promised, the
judge noted.

“Investigation by police
would be required for recovery
of the cheated amount, for
ascertaining if the respondent
had requisite permission to
provide the services as
promised by them and for
effective investigation,” he stat-
ed. 

The judge added, “Present
revision petition stands
allowed. The impugned order
stands set aside. Magistrate is
accordingly requested to direct
the concerned SHO to register
an FIR under appropriate pro-
visions of law against respon-
dent No.1 and 2 being
Directors.”The court, however,
said that no criminal liability
can be attributed to the
employee of the charter service
company as he was cheated by
the directors and not paid
salary from the last six months.
The judge directed the police to
probe this as well.  
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With 26,554 passengers,
the Noida-Greater Noida

Metro has achieved its highest
single-day ridership post the
Covid-19 lockdown, while the
average daily ridership stands
at nearly 17,000, officials said
on Tuesday.

The feat was achieved on
November 15 (Monday), Noida
Metro Rail Corporation’s
(NMRC’s) Managing Director
Ritu Maheshwari said. 

The previous single-day
highest ridership of 22,996 on
October 20, according to the
NMRC. 

Sector-51 had the highest
footfall of 10,035 passengers, it
said.

“The NMRC is taking all
necessary measures to ensure a
safe journey for Aqua Line
commuters like passenger
screening at the station
entrance and proper sanitisa-
tion of all passenger circulation
areas in trains and stations,”
Maheshwari said.

“This has inculcated con-
fidence amongst the passen-
gers. Due to which aqua line
ridership has shown continu-
ous growth in the last few
months and the NMRC
achieved its post lockdown

highest single-day ridership of
26,554 passengers yesterday
i.E. On November 15,” she
said in a statement.

In pre-pandemic times, the
NMRC was having a month-
wise average daily ridership of
25,920 passengers in February
2020, she said. 

The NMRC passenger ser-
vices were suspended as per the
government guidelines from
March 22, 2020 to September
6, 2020 in the first lockdown
and May 1 to June 8 this year
in the second lockdown, she
added.

After resuming train ser-
vices on June 9 this year post-
second lockdown, the daily
average ridership had reduced
to 4,904 passengers, the officer
noted.

For better monitoring of
passengers, openings of metro
station entry/exit gates, as well
as operation of lifts, were
restricted, Maheshwari said. 

“However, keeping in view
the popular public demand,
more entry/exit gates and lifts
were opened in October 2021
to facilitate the smooth pas-
sage of metro users at various
stations while ensuring all
the Covid-19 norms, includ-
ing social distancing,” she
added.
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In a boost to indigenization,
the Indian Navy will com-

mission a guided-missile
destroyer and a Kalvari-class
submarine next week. These
inductions will also add lethal-
ity to maritime prowess of the
country at a time when China
is flexing its muscle in the
Indian Ocean and Indo-Pacific
regions.

The Navy has embarked on
a long term plan for building
warships and submarines with-
in the country and at present
nearly 40 such platforms are
under various stages of con-
struction in Indian shipyards.

Giving details of the latest
commissioning,  Vice Chief of
Navy Vice Admiral Satish
Namdeo Ghormade said here
on Tuesday, the destroyer
'Visakhapatnam' will be com-
missioned on November 21
while submarine Vela will be
inducted into the force on
November 25.  The two cere-
monies will take place in
Mumbai with Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh commissioning
Visakhapatnam.

Addressing a news confer-
ence, he said "We all know that
the maritime environment is a
complex one and it only
increases with more number of
players involved," he said.

"We live in a time when
global and regional balances of

power areshifting rapidly and
the region of most rapid change
is undoubtedlythe Indian
Ocean Region," the Vice Chief
said.

Continuous efforts are,
therefore, on to ensure that the
force levels grow progressive-
ly to enhance the capability of
the Indian Navy to meet the
emerging challenges, he said.

While warship
'Visakhapatnam' will be com-
missioned by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, the chief guest
at the induction ceremony of
Vela will be Navy chief Admiral
Karambir Singh. The public
sector  Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited(MDL)
has built both the ships. The
induction ceremonies will be
held at the naval dockyardin
Mumbai.

"The commissioning of
Visakhapatnam will reaffirm
India's presenceamongst an
elite group of nations with

capability to design and buil-
dadvanced warships," the Vice
Admiral said.

He said apart from myriad
indigenous equipment in the
'float' and'move' categories, the
destroyer is also installed with
many majorindigenous
weapons such as indigenous
medium-range surface-to-air-
missile systems developed by
Bharat Electronics Ltd, surface-
to-surfacemissiles by Brahmos
Aerospace and torpedo tubes
and launchers by Larsen and
Toubro.  "The overall indige-
nous content of the project is
approximately 75 per cent," he
said.  The ship weighs 7,500
tonnes, 163metres in length
and 17 metres in width.  It has
a speed of 30 knots.

Vela is the fourth subma-
rine of the Kalvari class.
"Submarine building is a
sophisticated exercise involving
placing small components
sequentially and logically inside

the submarine as the space
within is extremely constrict-
ed," Ghormade said.

"Very few countries possess
this ability in their industrial
capacity.

India has proven its capa-
bility to build our own sub-
marines for thepast 25 years,"
he added.

At present, India has 15
conventional submarines
besides two nuclear powered
submarines Arihant and
Chakra.  While Arihant was
designed and built indige-
nously, India leased Chakra for
ten years from Russia two
years back.  Moreover, three
more Arihant class submarines
are now under various stages of
construction.

Kalvari class submarines
are part of the Scorpene sub-
marine project where in these
submarines are built in collab-
oration with France.  The con-
tract is for six submarines.
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India and US on Tuesday held
detailed discussions here on

the situation in Afghanistan and
ways to accelerate humanitar-
ian assistance to that country. 

The review took place dur-
ing the talks between newly
appointed US Special
Representative for Afghanistan
Thomas West and Foreign
Secretary Harsh Shringla.  The
US representative also called on
National Security
Advisor(NSA)Ajit Doval.

Giving details of the talks,
sources later said the two sides
also took stock of forward move-
ment on Afghanistan after India
last week hosted NSA level
talks.  Seven countries besides
India including five central
Asian countries and Iran and
Russia participated in the day
long conclave on November 10.

India had invited Pakistan
but it declined to come on the
pretext that New Delhi had not
invited the Taliban.  China also
did not attend the meet quot-
ing scheduling issues.
However, it participated in
another meet on Afghanistan
hosted by Pakistan on
November 11 in Islamabad.

The US and Russia also par-
ticipated in that event.

As regards talks between
Shringla and West, sources
said the agenda  included
recently held Regional Security
Dialogue of NSAs, movement
of people in and out of
Afghanistan, coordinating
global efforts on humanitarian
assistance, regional security
issues and bilateral issues.

The issue of humanitarian
assistance came in the backdrop
of India urging Pakistan to
allow Indian trucks to supply
food grains and other essential
items to Afghanistan through
the land route.  Initially, Pakistan
dilly dallied and later Prime
Minister Imran Khan said the
issue can be considered
favourably.  India is reportedly
ready with more than 50,000
metric tons of supplies which
can be ferried to Afghanistan
through the land route from
Peshawar after entering Pakistan
from Attari-Wagah border.
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The discussions are ongoing
between authorities from

Singapore and India for
resumption of commercial
flights between the two coun-
tries. Singapore is planning to
allow quarantine-free travel
for fully-vaccinated passen-
gers from India and Indonesia
from November 29. Singapore
has already recognised both
Covishield and Covaxin, the
two main jabs used in India.
The move is expected to ben-
efit thousands of Indian stu-
dents, professionals and work-
ers, who have been unable to
travel to Singapore because of
Covid-related travel restric-
tions.

Sources said that discus-
sions are on as only commer-
cial scheduled passenger flights
can be designated as VTL
flights. Currently, the only
chartered flights are allowed
from Singapore to carry pas-
sengers to India under the
Vande Bharat Mission (VBM).
Since these flights are char-
tered repatriation flights, they
cannot be designated as VTL
flights.

Currently, there are 13
countries, including Canada,

Australia and Germany, under
Singapore's vaccinated travel
lane (VTL) programme.
Travellers under the VTLs are
not subject to stay-home notice
on arrival. Instead, they will be
required to produce a negative
pre-departure test taken with-
in two days prior to departure
and undergo an on-arrival
PCR test.

Since India has started
recognising vaccination cer-
tificates issued by Singapore.
This means that fully vacci-
nated travellers from Singapore
entering India will no longer
need to undergo post-arrival
tests home quarantine, they will
just need to self-monitor for 14
days upon arrival.

Last month, Singapore
began allowing the entry of
travellers from six countries,
including India. However,
travellers will be subjected to
the tightest of border mea-
sures, which involve a 10-day,
stay-home notice period at a
dedicated facility. “All trav-
ellers with a 14-day travel his-
tory to Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka will be allowed to
enter or transit through
Singapore from October 26,” it
said.
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The Union Health Ministry
will soon launch a drive

across the country to register
for the Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission aiming to com-
pile digital health records of the
individual. 

"Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission is a revolution and will
help us in keeping digital
records. Health and wellness
centres are important for
screening and early detection of
disease and therefore cure can
be timely done," Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said.

While addressing the inau-
gural programme of the Health
Pavilion at ITF2021,
Mandaviya said, "Health is not
trade for us but for total health,
people should get good facili-
ties, this is what we desire." The
purpose of the health pavilion
is to create awareness and pro-
ject the importance of total
health which is synonymous
with affordable healthcare. He
announced a month-long cam-
paign as part of "Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav" to create
awareness.

Malviya had peddled his
way to  the pavalllion to create

health awareness among the
people.

"As much as Rs 64,000
crore has been sanctioned by
the Government of India with
the aim that every district will
be covered to strengthen health
infrastructure of the country,"
said Mandaviya adding that,
"We need more doctors and we
are investing in hospitals and
increasing doctor-patient ratio
also".

He highlighted the achieve-
ments of the country in terms
of high vaccination coverage.
"We have achieved 113 crore
vaccination doses administra-
tion with the support of vari-
ous stakeholders," he said.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday expressed strong

displeasure over the Centre's
response on framing a pan-
India policy to implement the
Community Kitchen Scheme
and granted it three weeks to
hold a meeting with States, say-
ing that a welfare State's first
responsibility is to “provide
food to people dying due to
hunger".  A bench comprising
Chief Justice NV Ramana and
Justices AS Bopanna and Hima
Kohli, hearing a PIL seeking
directions to the Centre, states
and Union Territories (UTs) to
formulate a scheme for com-
munity kitchens to combat
hunger and malnutrition, was
irked with the Centre's affidavit
as it was filed by an official of
the level of an under secretary
and did not divulge details
about the proposed scheme
and its roll out as sought. 

"This affidavit does not
indicate anywhere that you are
considering framing a scheme.
You are extracting information.
It does not say what fund you
have collected and what you are
doing etc. We wanted a uni-
form model from the Centre.
You have to ask the states... Not

to collect information like
police,” the bench said. 

"You cannot ask for infor-
mation which is already avail-
able. Do you conclude your
affidavit saying you will con-
sider the scheme now. There is
not a whisper in your 17-page
affidavit,” it said.  The apex
court then expressed anguish
over the filing of the affidavit
by an Under Secretary of the
Union Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Administration.  "This is the
last warning I am going to give
to the Government of India.
Your Under Secretary files this
affidavit. Why can not a
Secretary level officer file the
affidavit? You have to respect
the institutions. We say some-
thing and you write some-
thing. This has been told sev-
eral times earlier,” the bench
said. 

Initially, the matter was
being argued by Additional
Solicitor General Madhvi
Divan and later Attorney
General K K Venugopal
stepped in and assured the
bench that a meeting would be
held by the Centre and a deci-
sion taken on the issue and
sought four weeks time from
the bench.  The top law officer

said that something can be
worked out within the frame-
work of the National Food
Security Act. 

"The question is simple, last
occasion we made it clear
unless and until states are
involved the Centre can not do
anything. So we directed the
Centre to call the meeting and
frame the policy. The issue is
now, make a comprehensive
scheme, identify areas where
there's immediate need, so it
can be uniformly implement-
ed," the CJI said. 

"See if you want to take
care of hunger, no Constitution
or law will say no... This is the
first principle: Every welfare
state's first responsibility is to
provide food to people dying
due to hunger," the bench said.
Earlier, the bench had asked the
Centre to come out with some
policy decisions concerning
the implementation of the
Community Kitchen Scheme
by taking into consideration
similar schemes which are
operational in different States.
Advocate Ashima Mandla,
appearing for the PIL peti-
tioners, was asked by the bench
to prepare a chart of all the
states who have filed their
replies to the PIL. 
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The United States (US) has
cautioned its citizens not to

travel to naxal affected areas
and Jammu and Kashmir due
to terrorism and civil unrest
and also within 10 kilometres
of the India-Pakistan border
due to the potential for armed
conflict.

Meanwhile, the US
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) has
also  issued a Level 1 Travel
Health Notice for its citizens
travelling to India, saying the
risk of contracting the infection
and developing severe symp-
toms may be lower if one is
fully vaccinated. In its adviso-
ry for Pakistan, the US urged
its citizens not to travel to
Balochistan province and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK)
province, including the former
Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA), due to terrorism
and kidnapping, and also in the
immediate vicinity of the Line
of Control due to terrorism and
the potential for armed conflict.

“Maoist extremist groups,
or “Naxalites,” are active in a
large swath of India from east-
ern Maharashtra and northern
Telangana through western
West Bengal, particularly in
rural parts of Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand and on the borders
of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,

Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West
Bengal, and Odisha. The
Naxalites have conducted fre-
quent terrorist attacks on local
police, paramilitary forces, and
government officials,” the advi-
sory said. The US government
has limited ability to provide
emergency services to US cit-
izens in rural areas from east-
ern Maharashtra and northern
Telangana through western
West Bengal as US government
employees must obtain special
authorisation to travel to these
areas, the notice said.

On Jammu and Kashmir,
the US advisory said that ter-
rorist attacks and violent civil
unrest are possible in the state
of Jammu and Kashmir. “Avoid
all travel to this state (with the
exception of visits to the east-
ern Ladakh region and its cap-
ital, Leh). Sporadic violence
occurs particularly along the
Line of Control (LOC) sepa-
rating India and Pakistan, and
in tourist destinations in the
Kashmir Valley: Srinagar,
Gulmarg, and Pahalgam. The
Indian government prohibits

foreign tourists from visiting
certain areas along the LOC,” it
said.

"Indian authorities report
rape is one of the fastest-grow-
ing crimes in India. Violent
crimes, such as sexual assault,
has occurred at tourist sites and
in other locations," it said.
The advisory further stated
that incidents of violence by
ethnic insurgent groups,
including bombings of buses,
trains, rail lines, and markets,
occur occasionally in the
northeast. U.S. government
employees are prohibited from
traveling to the states of Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Meghalaya, Tripura,
and Manipur without special
authorization from the U.S.
Consulate General in Kolkata.

"Terrorist groups continue
plotting attacks in Pakistan. A
local history of terrorism and
ongoing ideological aspirations
of violence by extremist ele-
ments have led to indiscrimi-
nate attacks on civilians as
well as local military and police
targets. Terrorists may attack
with little or no warning, tar-
geting transportation hubs,
markets, shopping malls, mil-
itary installations, airports,
universities, tourist locations,
schools, hospitals, places of
worship, and government facil-
ities," the US advisory said for
its citizens regarding Pakistan.

New Delhi:Urging auditors to
adopt strong and scientific
auditing practices, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said that audit is an
important tool for value addi-
tion which helps in recognising
problems and finding solu-
tions. Addressing an event
marking the celebrations of
first Audit Diwas organised by
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG), the Prime
Minister also stressed on the
importance of data, saying data
is information and it will dic-
tate history in the future. 

He said there was a time
when auditing in the country
was looked upon with appre-
hension and dread and 'CAG
vs government' had become
the common thought of sys-
tem. "...But today, this mind-
set has changed. Today audit
is being considered as an

important part of value addi-
tion," he added. Modi said
that the non-performing
assets (NPAs) of the banking
sector had continued to rise
because of wrong practices
and lack of transparency fol-
lowed by the earl ier  
regime. 

“You know very well how,
in the past,  NPAs were
brushed under the carpet.
However, we have put the
truth of the previous govern-
ments in front of the country
with complete honesty. We
will find the solutions only
when we recognise the prob-
lems”, he said.               

"But today in the 21st cen-
tury, data is information, and
in the coming times our his-
tory will also be seen and
understood through data. In
the future, data will dictate his-
tory," said Modi. He also list-

ed out reforms such as con-
tactless customs, automatic
renewals, faceless assessments
and online applications for
service delivery, that have
ended unnecessary govern-
ment interventions. "When
transparency is brought in the
system, results are visible," he
said adding India is the world's
third-largest ecosystem for
startups and already has 50
unicorns. 

Modi said documents, data
and files sought by the nation-
al auditor, CAG should be
provided by Government
departments. Referring to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
Prime Minister said the coun-
try's fight against it has also
been extraordinary. "Today,
we are running the world's
largest vaccination program.
Just a few weeks ago, the coun-
try crossed the milestone of
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New Delhi: On National Press Day, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi attacked the Government Tuesday, say-
ing when there is punishment for speaking the truth,
it is clear that "falsehood is in power". 

National Press Day is observed annually on
November 16 to honour the establishment of the Press
Council of India (PCI).

"When there's punishment for speaking the truth,
it's clear that falsehood is in power," Gandhi tweeted,
using the hashtag 'National Press Day'.

The former Congress chief had lashed out at the
BJP on Sunday, alleging that it is busy "killing" jour-
nalism, after two journalists covering the recent inci-
dents of violence in Tripura were detained by police.
Later, the journalists were arrested and subsequently
have been granted bail. PTI
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The counter terrorist operation con-
ducted by the joint team of securi-

ty forces at Hyderpora bypass in which
one foreign terrorist was neutralised
along with his local associate from
Ramban late Monday evening has
come under the scanner. 

The family members of two local
businessmen, also killed during the
operation, Tuesday leveled serious alle-
gations claiming the security forces
killed their loved ones in cold blood and
used one of the slain businessmen as a 
'human shield' during the operation.

The family members also demand-
ed their dead bodies but the local police
authorities refused to hand over the
same fearing law and order problem in
the area. The final burial was organised
by the police in the wee hours in a
graveyard located in Handwara.

Rebutting these allegations,
Inspector General of Police, Kashmir
range Vijay Kumar  in a press confer-
ence on Tuesday claimed one of the
businessmen identified as Altaf Ahmad
Bhat was killed in the crossfire while

another doctor turned builder, identi-
fied as Mudasir Gull, working as an
Over Ground Worker and harbouring
terrorists in the area, succumbed to his
bullet injuries after the encounter.

Reacting to the Hyderpora
encounter, GOC 15 Corps Lieutenant
General D P Pandey  Tuesday said that
Dr Mudasir, killed in the operation, was
operating a fake unauthorised call cen-
tre. He further said that the security
forces would not allow white-collar ter-
rorism to prevail in J&K. "People must
identify and question such elements
which act behind to recruit and fund
terrorism,he asserted.

Vijay Kumar also claimed “It is not
sure whether the owner of a commer-
cial complex Altaf Bhat, was hit by the
terrorists’ or the security forces’ bullet.
Terrorists were carrying pistols. The
cause of the death would be clear after
investigation. Referring to activities of
Mudasir Kumar said  he may have pro-
vided shelter to a foreign terrorist
identified as Haider and his associates
in the commercial complex. "He was
harbouring and ferrying terrorists.
Mudasir was also involved in ferrying

Haider from the site of the attack at
Jamalata Srinagar, where a policeman
was injured after a bullet hit him in the
neck. He was an overground worker and
was directly involved in harbouring ter-
rorists", Kumar added. 

Following these allegations several
Kashmir based political parties, includ-
ing the National Conference (NC),
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),
CPI(M) and the Peoples Conference,
demanded an independent judicial
probe into the incident.

“Using innocent civilians as human
shields, getting them killed in cross-fir-
ing and then conveniently labelling
them as OGWs  is part of the
Government of India’s rulebook now.
Imperative that a credible judicial

enquiry is done to bring out the truth
& put an end to this rampant culture of
impunity,” former Chief Minister and
PDP Chief Mehbooba Mufti 
tweeted. Former Chief Minister and NC
leader Omar Abdullah demanded “an
impartial and credible inquiry”. “There
are far too many questions being raised
about the encounter and about the peo-
ple killed. There have been numerous
instances of fake encounters in the past
and the questions raised about this
encounter need to be answered swiftly
and in a credible manner,” he 
remarked.

Police also constituted a special
investigation team (SIT), headed by a
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of
Police. Kumar said, "SIT would probe
the modus operandi of the hi-tech hide-
out at Hyderpora. “It will investigate the
sequence of events and if the mobile
phones and computers recovered from
the encounter site had links with for-
eign countries, including the US".

Two pistols, two magazines, half a
dozen mobile phones and a few com-
puters were recovered at the encounter
site, the police claimed.
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Bengal became the second state
after Punjab to pass resolution

against what the ruling Trinamool
Congress termed the BJP’s “raven-
ous intention to grab Bengal via
backdoor” by expanding the juris-
diction of the Border Security
Force to 50 km from the previous
15 km into the international border.

The House passed the resolu-
tion --- demanding the withdraw-
al of the notification by the Union
Home Ministry extending the BSF’s
area of functioning --- with 121
Trinamool Congress members sup-
porting it. BJP’s 63 legislators
opposed the resolution which said
that the notification exceeded the
provision of the BSF Act and that
it would  lead to coordination
issues between the State police and
the BSF.

Bengal Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Partha Chatterjee moved
the  resolution under rule 169 of
conduct of business of the House.
Later he told the media persons that
the Trinamool Congress
Government would always stand
against any attempt by the Centre
to destroy the country’s federal prin-
ciples.

He said, “in a federal structure
the law and order is a State subject

… the police are responsible for
maintaining law and order … any
decision to alter the status requires
consent of the State Government …
but in this case the State
Governments were kept in the
dark and the BSF was given addi-
tional area without consulting the
State Governments… If the notifi-
cation is implemented, then 11 dis-
tricts and 37 % of territory of the
State will pass under the hands of
the Centre.”

He however said that the TMC
had nothing against the BSF which
did its duty in most patriotic man-
ner.  “We are protesting against the
Centre’s move to usurp power
through backdoor,” he said adding
however that the State Government
did not see it as a conspiracy
against the State. He said “as the BJP
could not grab power despite mas-
sive campaign … as they were
defeated badly in Bengal … they are
now trying to grab power by using
the BSF which is controlled by the
Centre.” 

The other two opposition par-
ties Left and Congress which do not
have any representation in the State
Assembly too supported the TMC
on the issue. Earlier on Monday Left
Front chairman Biman Bose, wrote
a letter to Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee asking her to oppose New

Delhi’s “anti-federal “move. He
called the Centre’s notification an
act that went against the federal
structure. Pradesh Congress pres-
ident Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
also opposed the notification.

State Opposing Leader
Suvendu Adhikari however attacked
the TMC leadership for “attacking
the central para-military forces in
most filthy manner… The BSF
protects the country from the ter-
rorists and foreign enemy so that we
can sleep in peace but here this
crooked Government and its lead-
ers attacks the martyrrs using most
unkind and filthy words against
them,” he said.

“Some leaders even said that the
BSF in the border misbehave with
women and even touch them inap-
propriately … I wonder whether
such words have been expunged
…” the TMC-turned-BJP leader
said adding he proposed an amend-
ment seeking expansion of the
BSF’s jurisdiction from 50 lm to 80
lm.

“I said that the BSF’s jurisdic-
tion should be expanded to 80 kms
and I will appeal to the Centre to
consider the proposal seriously,” he
said adding at a time when
Rohingyas had entered the State and
terrorists were mushrooming the
BSF should be given added power. 
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Guwahati: Assam and
Meghalaya on Tuesday
announced that necessary mea-
sures would be taken to settle
interstate border disputes in at
least six areas by the end of this
year.

Addressing a joint press
conference here, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
and his Meghalaya counterpart
Conrad Sangma said border
committees set up earlier to
hammer out solutions will sub-
mit their reports by November
30.

"The committees will pre-
sent reports by November 30
before their respective state
governments, which will then
talk to all stakeholders. After
that, a clear picture will emerge
and a final statement will be
issued," Sangma said.

Three committees each
were formed by the Assam and
Meghalaya governments in
August after two rounds of
talks between Sarma and
Sangma over border disputes
and their likely solutions.

Of the 12 points of dispute
between the two states, six
areas with relatively less criti-
cal differences have been taken
up in the first phase, while the
remaining locations will be
attended to later.

"Going by the spirit and
pace, we are looking to issue a
final statement on these six
areas by December 30,” Sarma
said, adding that the entire
exercise is being monitored by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

The two states will be
receiving guidance from the
PM and the home minister
before the final statement is
issued, he underlined.

The Assam CM fur-
ther said if conclusions are
arrived at with regard to some
of the disputed locations that
are being taken up, the state-
ment will be issued only on

those "areas of agreement",
while discussions on the
remaining sites will continue.

The six disputed areas that
will be attended to in the first
phase fall under Kamrup,
Kamrup Metropolitan and
Hailakandi districts on the
Assam side, he added.

Asked if the Meghalaya
Government will try to resolve
the disputes before next year's
state elections, Sangma refused
to set a timeline, but expressed
confidence that solutions will
emerge in most areas.

"It will be a huge achieve-
ment if we can do it before the
elections, but I cannot com-
ment about it at this moment.
It is a challenging and sensitive
issue. The people have
bestowed a great responsibili-
ty on us. We will try and find
solutions at the earliest," he
maintained.

Both the chief ministers,
however, said that much
depends on the committees'
reports, which will state if the
boundary needs to be redrawn
or simple clarifications will
do. 

"Redrawing of boundaries
will require Parliament's inter-
vention. We are trying to get
clarity... Understand which area
belongs to which side," Sangma
said.

Backing his Meghalaya
counterpart's statement, the
Assam CM said, "To alter the
boundary, Parliament's
approval is necessary.
Clarification (of borders), how-
ever, can be done by the states."
A decision on any actual
change in the interstate bound-
ary will depend on the "contour
of the final statement", he
added.

Sarma and Sangma visit-
ed Langpih or Lower Lumpi
earlier in the day, with the
Meghalaya leader describing
the event as a "historic one" as
it is for the first time that the
chief ministers of the two states

toured a disputed area togeth-
er and interacted with people
there.        He also said that the
"will of the people" will be
among the important aspects
that will be taken into consid-
eration by the committees
before making final recom-
mendations.

"This was a long-pend-
ing visit. We went there and
tried to give a message of pos-
itivity, friendship, goodwill and
commitment to people on
behalf of both the govern-
ments. We want to find an ami-
cable and long-lasting solution
to the disputes," Sangma said.

Sarma, on his part,
maintained that Langpih is
not among the six areas being
pursued in the first phase, but
it has been chosen for the
joint visit as the states wanted
to underscore that critical dis-
putes in such areas can also be
resolved with the right spirit.

Addressing the people of
Lower Lumpi area, Sarma said
that both the Governments
have been making concerted
efforts over the last six months
to reach a mutually acceptable
solution.

He said the two states
have tentatively decided to
implement Central
Government schemes at
Lumpi, with collective
approaches by the deputy com-
missioners of Kamrup and
West Khasi Hills districts, in
consultation with public rep-
resentatives of both sides.

"People living in the dis-
puted border areas have
immensely suffered in the last
50 years. Earlier, no govern-
ment made such committed
efforts for settling border dis-
putes," Sarma added.

Meghalaya, carved out of
Assam as a separate state in
1972, has challenged the Assam
Reorganisation Act, 1971, lead-
ing to disputes in 12 areas along
the shared 884.9-km 
border. PTI
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Guwahati/Mumbai: Purported racist comments by a
host of a television reality show against a participant
from Assam has sparked an outrage, with Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Tuesday calling it
a "shameful" incident and asserting that racism has no
place in the country.

In a clip of Colors TV's 'Dance Deewane 3' that
has gone viral on social media, the show's host-dancer
Raghav Juyal is seen introducing a young participant
from Guwahati while speaking gibberish, using words
like 'momo' and 'chowmein', seemingly to mock
Mandarin, the language spoken by most of the
Chinese people.

When the judges, including actor Madhuri Dixit-
Nene and filmmaker Remo D'Souza, ask him what he
is trying to do, the host replies as he casually makes a
racist remark on the young contestant, Gunjan Sinha.

"People might not be able to understand her
Chinese but they surely understand her dance," he is
heard saying in the 40-second clip. The
third season of the show, which went on air earlier this
year, concluded last month. Juyal later issued
a clarification and apologised to "anyone whose sen-
timents were hurt".

Sarma took to Twitter and said the "racist rhetoric"
against the contestant was unacceptable.

"It has come to my notice that a popular reality
show host has used racist rhetoric against a young par-
ticipant from Guwahati. This is shameful and totally
unacceptable. Racism has no place in our country and
we should all condemn it unequivocally," the chief min-
ister tweeted.

TIPRA chairman Pradyot Bikram Manikya Deb
Barma also condemned the incident and tweeted, "A
third rate comedian - making an insensitive audience
laugh! Then these people justify and question us
Northeastern people why we don't feel like we are part
of mainstream India?" He said the fact
that the audience laughed and clapped at this "terri-
ble joke" is more saddening.

Assam Police Special Director General L R
Bishnoi has also urged the cyber cell of the state police
to take cognisance. "HQ Cyber Cell team
@assampolice pls look into it! Sheer ignorance on the
part of those involved!" Bishnoi tweeted. All
Assam Students' Union (AASU) chief advisor Samujjal
Kumar Bhattacharjya also expressed his anguish and
tweeted, "We have time & again been treated as objects
of ridicule for not looking 'Indian' enough.
Discrimination based on racial profiling is torment-
ing."  "NE is not a repository of rich resources or exot-
ic culture alone.@ColorsTV & @TheRaghav_Juyal's
racist slurs are condemned & punishable," he said.

"Dance Deewane" was judged by Dixit-Nene and
choreographers Tushar Kalia and Dharmesh Yelande.
D'Souza featured on the said episode as a special guest.

While there has been no official statement from
the channel as yet, 30-year-old Juyal shared a video
message on Instagram in an attempt to "clarify the mis-
understanding". He also shared a clipping
from the show where Sinha is seen telling Dixit-Nene
that she knows how to speak Chinese and then the host
shares some lighter moments with the participant by
conversing with her in gibberish. The
host said he wanted to share "the story" behind the small
clip that is circulating on the internet for the sake of
his mental health and the people who know him.

"When the children come on the show, we ask
them what their hobbies are. Gunjan said 'I can talk
in Chinese, I have this talent'. And we used to laugh
at the things children say. When we asked her to speak
Chinese, she started talking in gibberish. From there
onwards, we would ask her to speak in 'Chinese' on
every episode or ask her to speak in the language of
another planet!" he said in the video. PTI

New Delhi: There was a "stark collaboration"
between the political class, bureaucracy,
investigators and others during the 2002
Gujarat riots after the "national tragedy" of
Sabarmati Express incident at Godhra and
the SIT did not investigate these aspects,
Zakia Jafri told the Supreme Court on
Tuesday.

The apex court asked Zakia Jafri's coun-
sel Kapil Sibal as to whether he was attribut-
ing motives to the SIT and said the term “col-
laboration” is a very strong term for a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) constituted by the
top court.

A bench headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar said the same SIT had filed
charge sheets in the riots cases in which
accused were convicted.

Zakia Jafri, the wife of slain Congress
leader Ehsan Jafri who was killed at Gulberg
society in Ahmedabad on February 28, 2002
during the violence, has challenged the SIT's
clean chit to 64 people including Narendra
Modi, the then Gujarat Chief Minister dur-
ing the riots.

The S-6 coach of Sabarmati Express was
burnt at Godhra killing 59 people and trig-
gering riots in Gujarat in 2002.

Sibal told the bench that there are "glar-
ing instances of collaboration" which are
borne out from records but the SIT did not
investigate on the alleged larger conspiracy
in the riots.

"So far as your grievance about collab-
oration of local police at the ground level, we
can understand that and we will look into it.
How can you say that about the SIT which
was appointed by the court," the bench, also
comprising Justices Dinesh Maheshwari
and C T Ravikumar, asked Sibal. The bench
asked Sibal whether the petitioner is "attack-
ing" the manner of investigation done by the
SIT. The senior advocate said, "Yes. That is
something which troubles me."

The bench then observed, "How can you
attribute motives to the SIT? It is the same
SIT which filed charge sheets and people were
convicted. No such grievance was made in
such cases and you appreciated the work
done by the SIT in those cases.

"The expression 'collaboration' is a very
strong term for an SIT constituted by this
court." Sibal said grievances were raised
also in the cases where charge sheets were
filed and the records show collaboration of
the state machinery. "I will demonstrate that
after that national tragedy on Sabarmati
Express, what happened was that instead of
investigating the perpetrators of the crime,
the investigators actually became collabora-
tors to the crime. It is not that the entire police
machinery was collaborating," Sibal said.

"There are glaring instances of collabo-
ration that is borne out from the records. The
bureaucracy, political class, VHP, RSS and
others became collaborators. There was
stark collaboration," he told the bench.

The SIT had the knowledge of a sting
operation, which was used in another riots
case in which accused were convicted, but
they did not probe those people, Sibal said
and asked whether the SIT was saving
those persons. PTI
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Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday
accused Union Home Minister Amit Shah of being

involved in the fall of Congress Government in
Madhya Pradesh but failing to do it in Rajasthan last
year. 

Gehlot made the allegation while referring to the
crisis over the stability of his Government in 2020 and
said the Congress MLAs stayed in hotels for a long
time but “the present government is in place only with
the blessings of the people”. 

“The Home Minister could not do anything,” said
Gehlot, without naming Shah.

Gehlot who is himself battling an internal party
feud led bs his former deputy Sachin Pilot for last one
and a half years, said the Home Minister had a lot of
arrogance over Madhya Pradesh but the people of
Rajasthan shattered his arrogance.

“Is it a way to act in a democracy—bringing down
governments?’ he asked.

“In which direction the country is going? Nobody
knows. Today the Constitution and democracy are in
danger. The situation is very serious. Every person will
have to think,” the Chief Minister added.

Gehlot made the remarks while addressing a state-
level teacher award ceremony at Birla Auditorium in
Jaipur. The Chief Minister also targeted the Centre over
the rising prices of petrol and diesel.

He said when the Manmohan Singh-led UPA gov-
ernment was at the Centre, it did not allow the fuel
prices to rise and kept its prices under check despite
high crude oil prices in the international market.

But under the current NDA Government, the
prices of oil and diesel have increased rapidly despite
crude oil prices falling heavily in the international mar-
ket.

And for the state’s reluctance to cut down the VAT
on fuels despite the Centre slashing excise on diesel
and petrol by �10 and �5 respectively, he cited the fall
in the state’s share of revenue due to the Centre’s cut-
ting down the fuel prices.

“Now when the Centre has reduced the petrol and
diesel by � 5 and �10, the revenue of the state gov-
ernment has automatically reduced by Rs 1,800 crore
in the same proportion,” said Gehlot.

“Now we have demanded from the Centre that if
inflation is to be reduced, you should reduce fuel prices
by �10 and �15 more. They are making states com-
pete amongst themselves,” he added.

“So far, about one lakh government jobs have been
given in Rajasthan and the process of giving about
80,000 jobs is going on,” Gehlot
added.
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In a sensational allegation,
Maharashtra Minister and senior

NCP leader Nawab Malik on
Tuesday linked Mumbai Zonal
head of Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) Sameer Wankhede and
Fashion TV head Kashiff Khan with
the Russian drug mafia operating
in Goa and that Kashif was “man-
aging  the show" on behalf of
Wankhede there.

“Everyone knows, drug
tourism is flourishing in Goa. The
Russian mafia is running a drug
business in Goa and Kashiff Khan
is managing the show on behalf of
Wankhede.  Why was Kashiff Khan
not detained? Why was his phone
not checked? Why was he allowed
to board the (Goa-bound) Cordelia
Cruise. Wankhede has to answer all
these questions,” Malik said.

Malik was addressing a news
conference here after he shared on
his official twitter handle purport-
ed screenshots of WhatsApp chats
between K P Gosavi and an
informer from Delhi and alleged
that they were planning to trap peo-
ple who were going to attend the
party on the Cordelia cruise ship.

“I have shared whatsapp chats
between K P Gosavi and an
informer from Delhi. He has given
some names and photographs. On
the basis of names and pho-
tographs, people ( Aryan Khan and
others) were detained. In those
whatsapp chats where there were
two names, Kashif Khan being one
of the names. His photograph was
also shared,” Malik said.

“Why was he ( Kashiff Khan)
allowed to enjoy the party on the
cruise. He is the main kingpin of the
entire party. He had sponsored the
party. He is in Goa today. There is
a relation between Wankhede and
Kashiff. There are lots of cases filed
against Kashiff in the country. He
is absconding from a court order.
Why was Kashiff Khan not
detained? Why was he allowed to
board the cruise?. He (Kashiff
Khan) runs the show on behalf of
Wankhede in Goa,” Malik said.

“There is a person named
White Dubai, who runs the drug

racket in the country. I will talk
about him in the coming days. The
names of White Dubai and Kashiff
Khan figure in Gosavi’s whatsapp
chat. The photographs of Kashiff
Khan and White Dubai, Wankhede
allowed the two to board the cruise.
The drug went for two days on the
cruise. Kashiff and White Dubai
were behind the party. Even after
their return, Kashiff and White
Dubai were given safe passage,”
Malik alleged.

“Here are whatsapp chats
between K P Gosavi and an
informer which shows how they
were planning to trap people who
were going to attend the party on
the Cordelia Cruise. This is Sameer
Dawood Wankhede's private army
therefore he has a lot to answer,”
Malik had earlier tweeted.

“Re- posting the whatsapp
chats between K P Gosavi and an
informer for those doubting the
authenticity of the same. K P
Gosavi's number is visible here and
open to verification, he is current-
ly in the custody of Pune Police,”
Malik said in another tweet.  

Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan and seven
others initially detained on the
night of October 2 and later arrest-
ed on October 3, after the NCB offi-
cials busted a rave party and seized
13 grams of cocaine, 5 grams of
MD (Mephedrone), 21 grams of
Charas, 22 pills of MDMA
(Ecstasy) and Rs 1.33 lakh in cash
from Goa-bound Cordelia Cruises'
Empress ship, off the Mumbai
coast. Subsequently, 12 more per-
sons were arrested in connection
with the mid-sea rave party.

It may be recalled that on
October 25, 2021, the NCB had
ordered a vigilance inquiry against
Wankhede after its Deputy
Director-General, South West
Region Mutha Ashok Jain submit-
ted his report to the NCB head-
quarters saying among other things:
“....As some of the contents of the
affidavit relate to the vigilance
matters, I am hereby forwarding the
affidavit to the Director General of
Narcotic Control Bureau and
requesting for further action”.

A Special Investigation Team

(SIT), appointed by the NCB, is
investigating the mid-sea drug
bust case and five other cases
“which have national and interna-
tional ramifications”.

The appointment of an SIT
team comes in the wake of the NCB
ordering vigilance probe into the
“vigilance matters” relating to the
ongoing investigations in the mid-
sea drug bust case and summoning
of Wankhede to its headquarters in
the capital last week for a meeting
with the top bosses. The two events
were a fallout of the allegations
made through an affidavit by
“panch witness” Prabhakar R Sail
– including the charge of Rs 8 crore
extortion attempt -- in the mid-sea
drug bust case.

What has embarrassed most is
the manner in which is the fact
that Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh’s son Aryan and two other
accused -- Arbaaz Merchant and
Munmun Dhamecha – were grant-
ed bail by the Bombay High Court
on October 28, while a special
NDPS court granted bail to two
accused ahead of the high court
granting bail to Aryan and two and
two others and it granted bail to
nine others on October 30,

At a news conference held on
November 7, Malilk had alleged
that BJP leader Mohit Kamboj-
Bharatiya – in collusion with
Narcotics Control Bureau's
Sameer Wankhede—had  master-
minded the “kidnap and ransom”
drama involving Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aryan
Khan.

Among other things, Malik
had also claimed that as part of the
larger game-plan, the Team
Kamboj-Wankhede had wanted to
frame Maharashtra ministers and
their children in the cruise drug-
bust case. “Fashion TV India MD
Kashiff Khan had coaxed
Maharashtra Minister Aslam
Shaikh to come for the cruise party
as well. There were also plans to
bring children of several state
minister to the cruise party. Had
Aslam Shaikh had gone to the
party, it would have been Udta
Maharashtra after Udta 
Punjab".
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attempt. Nasheed, who has
asked Solih to ‘course correct’
before it is too late following his
pandering to religious extrem-
ism, has also been advocating
the parliamentary system.
Unity within MDP (there were
reports of a likely split) will
influence the outcome of the
September 2023 elections.

The Opposition has been
attacking the Government for
allowing India a consulate in
Addu atoll, calling it a possi-
ble “safehouse for Indian spies”.
India’s refusal to take back two
Dhruv helicopters based in
Addu had caused an outcry.
Addu is the second largest city
with a population of 30,000
and a strategic outpost.
Maldivian sensitivities on
India’s presence are interpret-
ed as boots on the ground. The
decision on Addu Consulate
appearing in Indian media
first also irked Maldivians.
India is building a police train-
ing facility and Coast Guard
harbour. The Solih
Government does not share
details of agreements with
India, citing national security.
The ‘India First’ policy has led
to anti-India rhetoric and even
a threat to blast the Indian
High Commission.

The India-Maldives rela-
tions are ancient with ups and
downs. India’s Operation
Cactus (1988) to prevent
PLOTE mercenaries seizing
Male, New Delhi being the first

responder during tsunami
2004, Indian naval ships pro-
viding drinking water during
the water crisis of 2014 and
ongoing medical and vaccine
supplies during the pandemic
are some highlights. Nearly 85
per cent of the population is
now double-jabbed. India has
become the biggest donor with
projects worth $800mn being
implemented across 34 islands.
Total investment is now valued
at a significant $1.3bn. The
Greater Male Connectivity
project is the largest-ever
Indian enterprise in Maldives.
It consists of a 6.4km bridge
and causeway which will con-
nect three populated islands.
An air bubble has been creat-
ed between the countries,
involving 60 direct flights from
five cities with Indian tourists
being maximum and Chinese
nearly zero. This has boosted
receipts by 104.5 per cent after
COVID had contracted the
economy by 33.2 per cent.

Defence cooperation is
central to bilateral relations.
Political uncertainty in an envi-
ronment of religious extrem-
ism will likely breed radicalisa-
tion. Arms and drugs smug-
gling, terrorism, piracy and
environmental fragility are
threats. Besides signing defence
protocols with India, Maldives
recently committed to the US
and Japan for the Maritime
Research and Coordination
Centre. The India-Maldives-Sri

Lanka maritime pact will soon
include Mauritius, Seychelles
and Bangladesh. Indian
Dorniers, Dhruv helicopters
and coastal radars are suitably
located for surveillance and
maritime rescue operations.
Maldivian military personnel
train in India. Maldives recent-
ly hosted the Indo-Pacific
Intelligence Conference with
US Pacific Command and was
attended by 17 countries where
Maldivian Chief of Defence
Forces, Maj Gen Abdulla
Shamal, praised India for pro-
viding assistance and expertise
to meet military challenges,
including non-traditional ones.
A Maldivian officer is now
posted at the Maritime Fusion
Centre in Gurgaon.
Interestingly, India has submit-
ted a DPR on the erstwhile
British strategic base at Gan
island that the Chinese have
been eyeing for long.

After being edged out by
China, India is back in busi-
ness. But the situation is fluid
due to political dynamics and
religious extremism. India
has to play its cards carefully
to maintain its primacy in the
face of Maldivian Opposition
and Chinese opportunism.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — It is laudable that the Supreme
Court suo motu intervened in Delhi’s air
pollution issue and expressed displeasure
on the administration’s handling of the
pollution crisis. Unfortunately, it is to be
realised that only when courts intervene
on different issues the respective admin-
istrations start to act. All along, the Delhi
Government was stating that stubble
burning in Haryana, Chandigarh, UP
and Punjab is one of the main causes of
air pollution in Delhi and did not take
concrete steps to prevent the air getting
worse year by year. Meanwhile, the
Centre has stated that stubble burning
contributes only about 10 per cent to air
pollution and there were other major
causes such as construction activities,
vehicular and industrial smoke etc. 

The Delhi Government, of course,
regulated traffic movement with its
odd-even scheme but it did not serve the
best purpose anticipated. The Delhi
administration should immediately
implement a ban on construction activ-
ities, reduce vehicles and suspend oper-
ation of unnecessary industries for a
week to bring the air quality back to nor-
mal. It is high time that the Central
Government works out modalities. If
there can be an alternative second
Capital in the southern part of the coun-
try, it will be of immense help in reduc-
ing pollution in Delhi, given the limit-
ed options we have.

Katuru Durga Prasad Rao | Hyderabad 

����
���	�����
���	���
�
	��
���
Sir — The critical report by the
Association for Democratic Reforms
puts our legislators in the dock for the
abysmal working of the Goa Legislative
Assembly during its ongoing seventh
term. With a decisive drop in the num-
ber of working days for its functioning
to be effective, the poor performance of
the house is indeed a matter of concern.
With average sittings of just 16 days a
year, over a four-year period, it is diffi-
cult to believe what the House has actu-
ally achieved. Revelations that the total
time spent by the legislators in the State

Assembly fell drastically over the four-
year period is a true reflection of the lack
of interest in governance that has been
a striking feature of the current house.

The fiscal crisis experienced due to
COVID-19 necessitated the opening up
of fresh avenues of economic activities
with the Government formulating plans
to facilitate the ease of doing business.
Call it a lack of political will or otherwise,
the inconclusive search for a workable
solution continues to hamper these ini-
tiatives. The report by the election
watchdog makes it more than obvious
now that most of these issues remained
unaddressed because of the lesser num-
ber of hours spent by the legislators in
the House. 

Pachu Menon | Margao
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Sir — Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met His Holiness Pope Francis at the
Vatican city in Rome on October 30,
2021, and invited him to India once the

pandemic ends. PM Modi’s meeting with
the Pope appears to be nothing more
than an election gimmick to lure
Christian voters in order to retain power
across the nation. On the one hand, PM
Modi meets the Pope and even extends
an invitation, while on the other hand,
a large number of Christians are being
attacked in the country and their places
of worship desecrated. 

During the meeting, Pope Francis
gave a hidden message to the Prime
Minister from the Book of Isaiah
(Chapter 32, verses 1 to 8) to make him
understand his job as the ruler of the
country. It appears that the Prime
Minister did not understand even a lit-
tle bit of what the Pope said, or else why
would he let religious intolerance prevail
and let such elements harass Christians
who are peace-loving and kind.

Jubel D’Cruz | Mumbai
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Maldives is the world’s
ninth smallest coun-
try at 90,000 sq km,
geographically dis-

persed with four lakh people
inhabiting 200 of its 1,192 islands,
with some used for agriculture
and tourism. Its pivotal location
in Channel 8 enables command
over shipping routes from the
Gulfs of Aden and Hormuz to
Malacca Straits. Maldives belongs
to the Sunni Shafi school where-
in Islam is central and laws based
on Shariah. It has the dubious dis-
tinction of having exported per
capita highest numbers of
Maldivians to the Islamic State
(IS) in Iraq and Syria but all are
believed to be dead. The IS’s front
organisation, Idharaa Khidmat-e-
Khalq, established a toehold and
sleepers might still be there. Its
economy is tourism-based, con-
tributing 56 per cent of the GDP.

Maldives follows an ‘India
First’ policy since 2018 before it
was considered ‘lost to China’.
Beijing is still heavily invested in
Maldives and owns Finalu island,
where it is building hotels. Former
President Abdullah Yameen had
changed the Constitution for
this. Maldives signed the first FTA
with China and owes it $1.4bn.
Beijing is on the lookout for
atolls — where Chinese expertise
in land reclamation adds to space
for strategic posts. China’s String
of Pearls was effectively demon-
strated in Maldives as was the
extension of Maritime Silk Route.
It was due to Chinese pressure
that India’s GMR contract for
building Male airport was can-
celled. The contract was given by
President Nasheed of Maldivian
Democratic Party, which tilts
towards India. But China has a
strong base among the
Opposition parties.

Internal developments will
determine whether Maldives will
be China or India First. While
Yameen is in jail for corruption,
the main Opposition Progressive
Party of Maldives has been taunt-
ing MDP’s president Solih for “sell-
ing” Maldives to India and start-
ed an ‘India Out’ campaign. The
rift between Solih and Nasheed is
a power struggle as the latter
returned last month from Berlin
and London after treatment fol-
lowing a terrorist assassination
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Will there be a third
wave of COVID-19?
The Health Ministry

has been warning of a possi-
ble third wave for some weeks
now, although no one knows
whether it will hit India at all
and, if it hits, how severe will
it be. COVID-19 has had its
periods of surge and lull, and
right now, India is facing a lull.

The pandemic attack has
hit over 220 countries and ter-
ritories since 2020 January.
The virus had infected almost
252 million people world-
wide, and the number of
deaths had reached five mil-
lion. The most severely affect-
ed countries include the US,
Brazil, and India.

India’s first cases appeared
in late January 2020 when
three Indian students travelled
to the southern state of Kerala

from Wuhan in China.
According to the health min-
istry, there was a total of
3,44,37,307 cases in India and
total deaths were 4,63,530
deaths so far.

Health experts say that
COVID-19 will not go away,
and we have to live with it.
They also predicted that the
present lull could be the calm
before the storm and a third
wave is a distinct possibility.
The national curve seems to
have entered a declining phase
now, after having peaked on
May 6.

However, “We cannot take
the current stable situation for
granted, and we have to be
mindful of the fact that the
pandemic is going on and can
take an untoward turn if we
are not careful,” Niti Ayog
member Paul has cautioned.

Some experts believe that
if a third wave hits now, it is
likely to be weaker than the
previous one. Also, India is bet-
ter prepared to deal with a third
wave.  Central and state gov-
ernments have said that they
are more prepared to tackle the
third wave in India.  Nationally,
India has added many more
hospital beds in the past few
months and imported more
than 100 oxygen carriers to
raise about 1,250.

Niti Ayog member
(health)Dr.V.K. Paul has said,
“We don’t have a straightfor-
ward formula to calculate
what extent the peak could
reach this time after reaching
71 per cent vaccination with
the 1st dose and a certain
level of natural infection. But
the government is preparing
for a surge of 4.5 to 5 lakh
cases per day.”

There is optimism all
around. First of all, more than
1.10 billion people have got
vaccinated already. “The num-
ber of susceptible persons will
be less now, as many persons
have been infected or vacci-
nated,” according to epidemi-
ologist and cardiologist Dr. K
Srinath Reddy, the president of
the Public Health Foundation
of India.

Secondly, the initial hesi-

tancy of the public has now
given place to confidence,
and more and more people are
coming forward to get vacci-
nated.  When the vaccination
drive began early this year,
even many educated people
adopted a ‘wait-and-watch’
attitude.

Thirdly, in the last year,
the Centre and the States have
improved health care,
increased beds in both public
and private hospitals, and
made covid guidelines manda-
tory.  The states are also
geared to deal with the situa-
tion.

Unfortunately, we see, par-
ticularly during the festivities,
many people have become
careless. Nature has also
played its role, and people
affected by rains and floods
cannot follow the regulations

when facing threats to their
lives and property. 

The carelessness is also
due to the belief that the
worst is over.  Memories of
India’s devastating second
wave of COVID-19 are slow-
ly receding.   In cities malls
and parks are crowded after
relaxation of covid regula-
tions. Business is coming back,
and all this give an impression
that COVID-19 is over. Even
the Government had believed
in March last when the then
Health minister Harshvardhan
declared that COVID-19 is
dead in India.

Fourthly, as many people
in the poorer countries are yet
to get their vaccination while
the rich countries have gone
ahead with their booster dose,
experts assume the chances of
the complete elimination of

COVID-19 in the world looks
quite vague.

States like Delhi face a
double whammy as the city
faces high air pollution during
November and December.
The All-India Institute of
Medical Science director,Dr.
Randeep Guleria is on record
saying, “COVID-19 affects
lungs, air pollution causes
inflammation. Therefore,
lungs get doubly stressed out.
This leads to more severe dis-
ease, causing higher hospital
admissions and deaths.”

However, it is better to be
cautious than sorry. While the
governments can do only that
much, the onus is on the gen-
eral public also to cooperate.
They must be more conscious
of the danger spreading
Covid-19 by not following
regulations.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views 

expressed are personal.)
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It has happened again. The dogged-
ness with which insurgents from
Myanmar have been targeting the
security forces in Manipur has

become almost a feature happening with
uncanny consistency. If it was Sajik
Tampak on June 4, 2014, when soldiers of
the 6 Dogras were ambushed in the Sajik
Tampak region of Manipur’s Chandel dis-
trict, it is the Commanding Officer of 46
Assam Rifles in the same state’s
Churachandpur district this time around. 

The only brazen variation was that this
time the militants did not even spare non-
combatants including the wife and nine-
year-old son of Col Viplav Tripathi, a pro-
gression in non-state action that is grad-
ually approximating the methodology of
terrorism. After all, even when United
Liberation Front of Asom’s sophisticated
“Programmable Time Delay Device” killed
innocent children on 15 August, 2004, in
Dhemaji, post hoc analysis determined that
it was clearly a mistake and later there was
both penitence and punishment (for the
perpetrators) by the ULFA leadership with
Paresh Baruah apologising for the mistake
on 13 December, 2009. 

The NSCN, too, have never targeted
non-combatants and there are anecdotal
accounts that the organisation treated
Sunday as a “Day of Forgiveness”. But for
all the unwritten ethical conduct of the
past the contours of North East insurgency
— hijacked by anti-India chaperons — is
fast changing and the fact of the matter
is that such incidents are beginning to
recur with not only astonishing regular-
ity, but also with all the barbarity that they
are able to muster. 

What can the Indian state do at this
hour of darkness? It would probably send
out twitters of defiance and censure,
condole the action and then contemplate
“surgical strikes” by which to erect yet
another “blockbuster” in order to inform
a beleaguered nation that “revenge had
been sweet.”  Unfortunately, even the pos-
sibility of such reprisals has to a consid-
erable extent been negated. Even when
Aung San Suu Kyi was the State
Counsellor of Myanmar she had cautioned
the Indian government that she would not
accept a repeat of New Delhi’s chest-
thumping violation of her country’s ter-
ritory. 

Today, when democracy has been
usurped by a stratocracy and New Delhi
is groping around for a Myanmar policy
that is not only ambiguous, but fraught
with grave security risks, the possibility of
a hot pursuit policy into the safe havens
of the Valley Based Insurgent Groups
(VBIGs) in the country's Sagaing Division
is next to impossible. In any event, even
if there were to be yet another “surgical
strike” against the perpetrators, the only
message that would be relayed is to the
electorate in Lucknow or Varanasi. It
would neither bring back the blameless
son of Col. Viplav Tripathi nor would it
add to the morale of a noble force that has
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been-without fear or favour-carry-
ing out its duties in hostile terrain.
This is despite the fact that most
thinking personnel of the Assam
Rifles or the Indian army for the
matter are aware that the man-
darins in Raisina Hill have never
pondered over an overarching pol-
icy for the “enchanted frontiers”
that might prevent such continu-
al acts of aggression from belliger-
ence that high policy has failed to
comprehend.

After all, the security scenario
in India’s North East has far from
healthy. The complacence with
which cessation of hostilities with
NSCN (K) was abrogated, the
consequence of which was the
2015 attack on the 6 Dogra brave-
hearts, the manner in which a
plethora of VBIGs were “permit-
ted” to come to an agreement with
the Myanmar army after the
February 1, 2021, military takeover
and the now almost definite collu-
sion between the Chinese Ministry
of State Security and insurgent
groups such as the Manipur’s
People’s Liberation Army (the
insurgent outfit which is perhaps
the likeliest of perpetrator of the
November 13, 2021 ambush), point
to not only failure of human intel-
ligence (the most convenient casu-
alty in the aftermath of such inci-
dents), but the inability of New
Delhi to grasp the realities of non-
state action in the North East
which in some ways is far more
serious than the ongoing one in
Kashmir. For one, there are few
rabidly anti-India, pro-Chinese
representatives in the Indian

Insurgent Groups. One of the fore-
most “Chinese” agentsis Manohar
Mayum the Commander-in-Chief
of the PLA (Manipur) and it is he
who could be the person who
planned the attack on 46 Assam
Rifles alongside his Chinese min-
ders.

The most important reason is
New Delhi’s inability to match
short-term goals with long-term
imperatives. Counter operations,
for instance, by their very defini-
tion play black — a disadvantage
that determines its response. But as
any sound chess player will sur-
mise, advantages can easily be
engineered after opening gambits
have been traded. Unfortunately,
for the North East, this has not
been perceived as a possibility.
Non-sensitive solutions that do not
look beyond the immediately con-
ceivable, non-comprehension of
the dynamics that govern the
North Eastern mind and the fail-
ure to set into action methodolo-
gies that are more than stimulus
response are responsible for the ail-
ments that continue to beleaguer
the enchanted frontiers. 

But what should be the way
ahead? As avid observers of the
North East, the author has always
felt that there should be a separate
policy-making body for the
region. Polemics apart, brass tacks
demand that such an arrangement
needs to be anvilled immediate-
ly. The vastness of India’s land-
scape and responsibility has not
quite provided adequate attention
to the region, which is not to sug-
gest that the frontiers have been

consigned to the flames of
anonymity by New Delhi. In all
probability it has not applied suf-
ficient cerebration for the con-
struction of a comprehensive
structure that would resolutely
attend to the essentials of the
region. 

The need of the hour is, there-
fore, the constitution of a North
East Security Council under the
Ministry of Home Affairs, which
in its wider ambit would not only
address traditional security issues
like border management, illegal
migration, drug-gun running,
insurgency, Islamist terror, human
and energy security (the listing
above not being all-inclusive),
but also development which is an
important factor of security. 

The formation of such a coun-
cil would also decisively inform
the expanse that makes up the
North East that New Delhi is seri-
ous about the region’s health.
Indeed, the author had taken up
the issue of the constitution of
such a Council even when the
Bharatiya Janata Party was not in
power. A robust blueprint had
been drawn up and presented to
the leaders of the dispensation in-
waiting. But nothing was done.
The untimely death of Col. Viplav
Tripathi, his family and the sol-
diers of 46 Assam Rifles in
Manipur by marauders who have
not been able to be brought to
heel would perhaps prod New
Delhi onto serious introspection
and even consideration of what is
being recommended by way of a
North East Security Council. 

(The writer is a conflict
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)
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Global wealth tripled over
the last two decades, with

China leading the way and
overtaking the US for the top
spot worldwide, Bloomberg
reported.

A report by McKinsey &
Co. that examines the nation-
al balance sheets of ten coun-
tries representing more than 60
per cent of the world’s income.

China accounted for
almost one-third of gains in
global net worth over the past
two decades, the 
report said.

“We are now wealthier
than we have ever been,” Jan
Mischke, a partner at the
McKinsey Global Institute in
Zurich, said in an interview.

Net worth worldwide rose

to $514 trillion in 2020, from
$156 trillion in 2000, according
to the study.

China accounted for
almost one-third of the

increase.
Its wealth skyrocketed to

$120 trillion from a mere $7
trillion in 2000, the year before
it joined the World Trade

Organization, speeding its eco-
nomic ascent, the report said.

The US, held back by more
muted increases in property
prices, saw its net worth more
than double over the period, to
$90 trillion.

In both countries — the
world’s biggest economies —
more than two-thirds of the
wealth is held by the richest 10
per cent of households, and
their share has been increasing,
the report said.

As computed by McKinsey,
68 per cent of global net worth
is stored in real estate.

The balance is held in such
things as infrastructure,
machinery and equipment and,
to a much lesser extent, so-
called intangibles like intellec-
tual property and patents, it
added.
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The US has expressed its
“concern” over the delivery

of S-400 Triumf surface-to-air
missile systems from Russia to
India but it remains undecid-
ed on how to deal with the
transaction, a senior Pentagon
official said. The S-400 is
known as Russia’s most
advanced long-range surface-
to-air missile defence system.

Though there is no official
comment by the Indian Air
Force on the deliveries, Russia’s
Director of the Federal Service
for Military-Technical
Cooperation (FSMTC) Dmitry
Shugaev told Sputnik news
agency last week that the deliv-
eries of the missiles are going
on as planned.

“We’ve been very clear with
our Indian partners about our
concern over this system,”
Pentagon spokesperson John

Kirby said at a press briefing on
Monday in reply to a question
on to what extent the defence
department is concerned about
India receiving the first S-400s.
It is learnt that deliveries of
some components of the mis-
sile systems have started and all
key parts are yet to reach India.

Kirby, however, indicated
that the US is yet to decide on
how to deal with the transac-
tion between India and Russia.

“We certainly have con-
cerns over that system, but I
don’t have any updates for
you,” he said.

US Deputy Secretary of
State Wendy Sherman during a
visit to India last month said
any country deciding to use the
S-400 missiles is “dangerous”
and not in anybody’s security
interest.

At the same time, she
hoped that the US and India
would be able to resolve dif-

ferences over the procurement.
It is learnt that the matter is
being discussed between India
and the US.

In October 2018, India
had signed a USD 5 billion deal
with Russia to buy five units of
the S-400 air defence missile
systems, despite a warning
from the then Trump admin-
istration that going ahead with
the contract may invite US
sanctions.

The Biden administration
has not yet clarified whether it
will impose sanctions on India
under the provisions of the
Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act (CAATSA) for procuring
the S-400 missile systems.

The CAATSA, which was
brought in 2017, provides for
punitive actions against any
country engaged in transac-
tions with Russian defence and
intelligence sectors.
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US President Joe Biden dis-
cussed with his Chinese

counterpart Xi Jinping the
importance of a “free and
open” Indo-Pacific, and com-
municated Washington’s con-
tinued determination to uphold
its commitments in the region,
including the importance of
freedom of navigation and safe
overflight to the region’s pros-
perity, the White House said on
Tuesday.

During his much-antici-
pated virtual summit with Xi
that lasted for about three and
a half hours, President Biden
welcomed the opportunity to
speak candidly and straight-
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Striking a tough posture at
the much-awaited virtual

summit with his US counter-
part Joe Biden on Tuesday,
President Xi Jinping said that
China will “certainly defend” its
sovereignty and security inter-
ests as he warned that whoev-
er plays with fire over Taiwan’s
bid for independence will “get
burnt”.

In a lengthy speech touch-
ing a host of issues at the
marathon summit, Xi, fresh
from last week’s ruling
Communist Party of China
Plenum meet endorsing an
unprecedented third term for
him from next year and per-
haps for life, pointed Beijing’s
“red lines” on several issues,
including Taiwan, and said
China’s rise is an “inevitable
trend of history” and cannot be

stopped.
Summing up the talks,

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing here that the
summit lasted for three and
half hours exceeding the
scheduled time with an inter-
val in between.

“It is of great significance
for China-US relations and
international relations,” Zhao
said.

“The two sides had
exchanges on a broad range of
issues, including those of strate-
gic, overarching and funda-
mental importance shaping
the development of China-US
relations, respective develop-
ment agenda, domestic and for-
eign policies and regional and
international issues of mutual
interest,” he said.

There was a consensus
about rejecting a “new Cold
War” between the two leaders,
he said.

President Biden also
explicitly stated that the US
does not seek a “new Cold
War”, Zhao said.

Bangkok: Myanmar’s state elec-
tion commission announced it is
prosecuting the country’s ousted
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, and 15
other senior political figures for
alleged fraud in last November’s
general election.  The announce-
ment was published Tuesday in
the state-run Global New Light of
Myanmar newspaper and other
official media.

Allegations of widespread
electoral fraud were the main
reason cited by the military for
its Feb. 1 seizure of power that
toppled Suu Kyi’s government.
Her National League for
Democracy party was about to
begin a second five-year term
in office after its landslide vic-
tory in the polls. The army-
backed Union Solidarity and
Development Party suffered
unexpectedly heavy losses.

Independent observers,
such as the Asian Network for
Free Elections, found no evi-
dence of substantive irregular-
ities in the polls, though they
criticised some aspects. AP
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Two explosions rocked
Uganda’s capital, Kampala,

early on Tuesday, killing at
least three civilians in what
police described as a coordi-
nated attack by extremists.

Three suicide bombers also
died in the blasts, police said.
The explosions caused chaos in
Kampala as terrified residents
fled the city’s center. 

“The bomb threats are still
active, especially from suicide
attackers,” police spokesman
Fred Enanga said, blaming the
blasts on the Allied Democratic
Forces, an extremist group. 

The twin explosions
occurred within three min-
utes of each other. Both were
carried out by attackers carry-
ing explosives. A possible attack
on a third target was foiled by
police who pursued and dis-
armed a suspected suicide
bomber, Enanga said. 

Police released security
video footage of the precise

moments the bombers deto-
nated their devices in the
streets, sending clouds of white
smoke billowing in the air.

“We give thanks to God. He
has protected us,” said eyewit-
ness Jane Among near one of
the blast scenes. “We first heard
a blast, and then when we
stayed a little we heard anoth-
er blast and saw dust all over.”

One blast was near a police
station and the other on a
street near the parliamentary
building, according to police
and witnesses. The explosion
near parliament appeared to hit
closer to a building housing an
insurance company and the
subsequent fire engulfed cars
parked outside. Body parts
were seen scattered in the
street, and later some lawmak-
ers were seen evacuating the
parliamentary building nearby. 

At least 33 people are being
treated at the city’s main pub-
lic referral hospital, Enanga told
reporters. Five are critically
injured, he said. 
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Polish border forces said they were
attacked with stones by migrants Tuesday

at the border with Belarus and responded by
using water cannons against them. Police
said the migrants were given gas grenades
and other weapons by Belarusian forces, who
directed the entire violent operation with a
drone.

The situation marked an escalation in a
tense migration and political crisis at the
eastern border of the European Union and
NATO in which the lives of thousands of
migrants who are being used as proxies by
Belarus are at stake.

The Poland Border Guard agency post-
ed  video on Twitter
showing a water cannon
being directed across the
border at a group of
migrants in a makeshift
camp in freezing 
weather.

Polish police said one officer was seri-
ously injured when the migrants threw
objects and he was taken by ambulance to
a hospital for a likely skull fracture.

The Border Guard spokeswoman, Anna
Michalska, said an estimated 2,000 migrants
were at the border crossing but only about
100 were believed to be involved in attack-
ing the Polish forces.

Police spokesman Mariusz Ciarka later
said the migrants at the border crossing in
Kuznica had been “pacified.” He added that
the attackers were equipped with gas and gas
grenades by the Belarusian services, threw
stones at the Polish police, and the entire
operation was controlled by the Belarusian
services using a drone.
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forwardly to President Xi about
America’s intentions and pri-
orities across a range of issues.

President Biden under-
scored that the United States
will “continue to stand up for
its interests and values and,
together with our allies and
partners, ensure the rules of the
road for the 21st century
advance an international sys-
tem that is free, open, and fair,”
the White House said in a read-
out of the meeting.

He also discussed the
importance of a free and open
Indo-Pacific, and communi-
cated the continued determi-
nation of the United States to
uphold its  commitments in the
region. President Biden reiter-
ated the importance of freedom
of navigation. and safe over-
flight to the region’s prosperi-
ty, the statement said, amidst
the Chinese military flexing its
muscles in the strategically
vital Indo-Pacific region.
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Numerous macro indica-
tors suggest that the eco-

nomic recovery is now taking
hold after the beating it has
taken during the pandemic, but
for growth to be sustainable
and reach its potential, private
capital investment has to
resume, the Reserve Bank
Governor said on Tuesday.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das said the economy has the
potential to grow at a reason-
ably high pace in the post-pan-
demic scenario, provided pri-

vate capital investment
resumes.

Despite many economists
revising down their growth
forecasts between 8.5 and 10
per cent for the current fiscal,
the central bank has not
changed its forecast of 9.5 per
cent for the year so far.

Addressing a banking
function - which he said is his
first since the pandemic begin
in March 2020, the governor
asked banks to be investment-
ready when the investment
cycle picks up, which the RBI
feels to begin from the next fis-
cal. 

It can be noted that since
2013, private capital has been
missing from the economy and
many are of the view that this
should begin from mid-next
fiscal.

Even though he took solace
in the fast-improving balance
sheets of banks, the governor
said gross bad loans of banks
have come down in the
September quarter from the
previous quarter.Das also asked
banks to improve their capital
management process. Lauding
the tech entrepreneurs, the
governor said the country has
emerged as a top performer in
the startup landscape, attract-
ing billions of foreign capital. 
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Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty tumbled

on Tuesday due to heavy sell-
ing in Reliance Industries,
ICICI Bank and SBI amid a
mixed trend in global markets.

The 30-share index
declined by 396.34 points or
0.65 per cent to close at
60,322.37 after a volatile trade.
The index hit a high of
60,802.79 points and a low of
60,199.56 in day trade. 

The 50-issue Nifty tum-
bled 110.25 points or 0.61 per
cent to end below the 18,000
level at 17,999.20 as 37 of its
stocks declined. 

Reliance Industries was
the top loser in the Sensex
pack, shedding 2.51 per cent.
Among other losers, SBI sank
2.31 per cent, Ultratech
Cement by 2.2 per cent, NTPC
by 2.08 per cent and IndusInd
by 1.8 per cent.

Pharma major Sun
Pharma declined 1.63 per cent
while Dr Reddy dropped 1.16
per cent. Private banks ICICI
Bank and HDFC Bank fell
1.14 per cent and 0.61 per cent,
respectively. 

On the other hand,
Maruti Suzuki soared over 7
per cent to become lead gain-
er among both Sensex and
Nifty scrips. Mahindra &
Mahindra rose by 3.44 per
cent on BSE and over 2 per cent
on NSE. Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finance, Infosys and Bajaj
Finserv also advanced.

“The domestic market
started trading between gains
and losses before slipping into
deep rd with heavy selling in
banking and pharma stocks.
The RBI’s statement that equi-
ty market valuations are
stretched added to the pres-
sure,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services stated.
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Women professionals want
to take on more respon-

sibilities and play a larger role
in operations, manufacturing,
and engineering services sec-
tors, and conducive policies
and practices are needed to
help gender inclusion in these
core sectors of the economy,
says a report.

A GE and Avtar research
released today at GE’s
BELONG 2021 conclave, has
shown that women profes-
sionals want to take on more
responsibilities and play a larg-
er role in Make in India.

The research also high-
lighted that a whopping 84.4
per cent of the male respon-
dents believed that operations,
manufacturing, and engineer-
ing services sectors would ben-

efit significantly from employ-
ing more women. According to
Avtar, these sectors have only
12 per cent women at present.

The research was commis-
sioned by GE and conducted by
Avtar during September and
October 2021 among around
500 professionals (women and
men), women engineering stu-
dents, business and HR leaders
in the operations, manufac-
turing, and engineering ser-
vices sectors in India.

“GE has a strong focus
on improving all diversity –
gender, sexual orientation, abil-
ities. This study provides us and
our peer companies specific
directions to improve gender
diversity in operations, manu-
facturing, and engineering pro-
ject management,” said Sukla
Chandra, I&D CouncilLeader,
GE South Asia.
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Private equity (PE) and ven-
ture capital (VC) invest-

ments touched an all-time high
of $12.9 billion in October, on
the back of high-value deals, a
report said on Tuesday.

The investments were 71
per cent higher as compared
with October 2020’s $7.5 billion
and 2.5 times the $5.2 billion

value recorded in September
this year, the report by consul-
tancy firm EY and industry
lobby IVCA said.

By the number of transac-
tions, the 127 deals in October
were higher than the 92 in last
October but lower when com-
pared with September’s 134.

“The PE/VC deal activi-
ty is on a roll in 2021, signifi-
cantly exceedingthe previous

all-time highs.
Year-to-date October

2021, PE/VC investments have
recorded $65.6 billion, 38 per
cent higher than the previous
annual high recorded in 2020,”
the firm’s partner Vivek Soni
said.

There were 21 large deals
of over $100 million each in
October aggregating to $10.9
billion, it said.
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Housing sales are likely to rise by 15-20 per
cent annually during the current calendar

year across eight major cities on pent up
demand and low-interest rates on home loans,
property consultant PropTiger said on Tuesday.

During the 2020 calendar year, sales had
plunged 47 per cent to 1,82,639 units from
347,586 units in 2019, mainly because of strict
nationwide lockdowns imposed in March last
year to control the COVID pandemic.

As per PropTiger’s ‘Real Insight Residential
Q3 2021 report, housing sales have increased by
12 per cent to 1,38,051 units during the
January-September period of the current cal-
endar year from 1,23,725 units in the corre-
sponding period of 2020.

PropTiger.Com, owned by Australian firm
REA group, tracks the primary housing market
of eight major cities -- Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi-NCR, Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) andPune
– in India.
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ASchool is a world in miniature where
children learn their first lessons of life.
They learn to take on challenges, face

defeat and feel joy in triumph, have a healthy
competitive spirit and rejoice in another's vic-
tory, learn how to bounce back with resilience,
feel jealousy, anger, empathy and love. They
have their fun and mischief moments, make
and lose friends, learn to respect peers,
become more accepting of diverse views. It is
imperative that children learn more than sim-
ply focusing on academic learning. Life skills
and academic progress go hand in hand which
can help children flourish and create a bright
future for themselves. 

Children must be equipped to deal effec-
tively with various kinds of challenges, mis-
steps, and conflicts that life may toss at them.
It is important to discover the most crucial life
skills children ought to have and how these
skills can incorporate the learnings in their
everyday routine! These are life lessons far
more significant and long-lasting than any aca-
demic learning. 

Critical Thinking:
Children have intrinsic skills to question

and inquire, and their natural interest to under-
stand more acts as the foundation for critical
thinking. However, in order to ensure that chil-
dren are properly applying critical thinking in
their daily routines, it is necessary to educate
them on the skill so that they can comprehend,
evaluate, measure, contrast, reason, and dis-
play excellent thinking skills. This is especially
important in an era where technology is rapid-
ly evolving, and children are bombarded
with information from a variety of sources,
including mobile phones, television, books,

peers and family. Critical thinking is essential
for addressing math and science problems as
well. 

A student must make appropriate judg-
ments in order to solve math queries. Thus the
child will be able to discover a solution if he
or she has the ability to think critically.
Analysis, experimentation, and deriving con-
clusions from the results are all part of science.
The process of interpretation is entirely
focused on questions and insights based on
critical thinking.

Money Management:
Money is essential for day-to-day living

transactions. In many households, the finances
of the household are kept hidden from the chil-
dren. Some parents believe that their children's
economics are not their concern, or that finan-
cial problems are too complex for their chil-
dren to comprehend. It doesn't have to be dif-
ficult, and it doesn't have to include informa-
tion that many parents are hesitant to share
with their children. 

Teach your children how to manage their
money effectively so that they can learn the art
of saving, spending sensibly, and living respon-
sibly. Teaching children about finances, their
value, and how to manage it can help them
prepare for the day when they get their own
income.

First-aid:
Whether we spend a lot of time or a little

time outside with the children, they will even-
tually venture off on their own. We strive to
raise children who are kind, inquisitive,
thoughtful, and intelligent. We wish children
to be able to make excellent judgments on their
own. We want them to be as prepared as pos-
sible to take care of themselves to face scenarios
(and others). 

Many people are afraid of injuries and
medical treatment, but this does not have to
be the case. You can train your children to
manage the essentials of first aid with relevant
information, planning, and forethought. This
can also help the child to become strong to face
any minor injuries and not be scared.

Value of environmental conservation:
We have all begun to realize the need of

maintaining and preserving our ecosystem for

future generations. Though many people use
the terms "conservation" and "preservation"
interchangeably, preservation aims to keep the
earth safe by protecting it from adverse
human actions. Involving children in envi-
ronmentally friendly exercises will help them
grow into environmentally conscious indi-
viduals who can make a difference in our soci-
eties. 

"Environmental preservation" should be
introduced as a key course at a preschool level.
Children will be more conscious about their
decisions if we instill in them the value of envi-
ronmental preservation from a young age.
They will also correct the elders when they
observe them indulging in activities that are
dangerous for the atmosphere. 

Decision-making skills:
Excellent decision-making skills, if

obtained at the right age, can help children to
become successful adults in the long run. The
transition from childhood to adulthood can
be smooth and uncomplicated if you have good
decision-making abilities. This ability allows
youngsters to resolve disagreements while also
teaching them crucial life skills. The ability to
make decisions is aided by logical thinking and
problem-solving. 

Children learn by witnessing their parents
and friends, gathering conversations about val-
ues, and having the opportunity to make a
decision and live with the consequences.
Children occasionally make illogical decisions,
but they learn from their experiences and strive
to make better ones in the future. When they
have a thorough understanding of the reasons
for their decision, as well as experience and
maturity, the skill improves.

COVID-19 has had a continued
toll on students’ mental health
due to a lack of physical

accessibility to schools and col-
leges. With educational campuses
closed, resources to manage mental
health were also limited or unavail-
able, leading to a sense of confusion
and uncertainty among students
about their future. The lack of
accessibility highlighted the need for
educational institutes to prioritise
how to care for student mental
health both on and off-campus. 

Positive thinking, effective cop-
ing strategies and remaining hope-
ful became challenging for school
and college students due to the per-
vasive nature of the virus. The
COVID-19 pandemic presented
many challenges to educators and
parents as well. Children already
coping with mental health condi-
tions have been especially vulnera-
ble to the changes or the new nor-
mal after the COVID outbreak. 

Closure of schools and colleges,
physically distancing guidelines and
isolation, and other unexpected
changes exposed students to sever-
al insecurities. At such a time of dis-
tress, schools, colleges, and univer-
sities are addressing well-being in
students with new and innovative
approaches. 

Effect of COVID-19 on mental 
health of students
Be it, children, elderly or health

professionals, every individual faced
mental tension in COVID -induced
lockdowns. School and college stu-
dents experienced anxiety, distress,
social isolation, and an abusive
environment. 

Difficulties with concentration
and attention, and unexpected
headaches were also found among
young students. As per some stud-
ies, post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) is closely related to depres-
sion and other psychological prob-
lems among students, the leading
cause being COVID-19 recently. 

In addition to this, lack of access
to friend groups, complete digital
mode of learning and the various
lockdowns affected the mental
health of youth. Moreover, many
students have been complaining
that while education and training
were given through digital mode,
assessment of the same is being
taken offline. 

Most of the students have not
been able to cope up with the edu-
cation through online mode.
Competitive exams added more
pressure and anxiety, with young
students dying by suicide. For exam-
ple, Tamil Nadu saw several young
students who died by suicide fol-
lowing the medical admission exam,
NEET. 

As per National Crime Records
Bureau data, India has the highest
rate of suicide in Southeast Asia, and

in 2019 alone, over 8,000 children
between the ages of 14 and 18 died
of suicide. It has further created an
immediate challenge for schools,
colleges, and policymakers to tack-
le depression and suicidal deaths
among students.

How educational institutes 
can help students
Online classes and exams have

become the new norms for school
and college students. Although phys-
ical classes resumed after a long time
earlier this year, schools and colleges
were again closed after a more
severe, second wave of the pandemic
struck. The emotional and mental
health of students, as well as the
teaching and non-teaching staff,
took a toll during the second wave
of the pandemic, prompting educa-
tional institutes to come up with
solutions to address the situation. 

Many health experts have noted
that concentrating on the mental
health of children is more important
rather than stressing them to do well
in exams. This requires equal par-
ticipation by parents and teachers.
Apart from that, educational insti-
tutions should also help older stu-
dents deal with the lack of surety in
getting jobs and college admissions
during the COVID-19 crisis. 

Generally, students are not com-
fortable talking about their problems
with their parents and professors.
They feel that their problems can

only be understood by peers, but
their friends might end up giving
them the wrong advice. Students at
the age of 18- 25 face many issues
like peer pressure of  performing
well on studies, looking attractive,
drug abuse, harassment, family
issues and some might have child-
hood trauma. 

While in India we do not have
access to help for mental health, pro-
fessional-level help at colleges can
help the students cope up with
their problems. 

Students should also be kept
apprised of the changes happening
in the industry due to the pandem-
ic, its impact and how to learn new
skills and technology to be job-ready.

Adaptability, agility, and innov-
ative thinking have emerged as key
learning through these tough times,
and they can help students to sur-
vive the pandemic ordeal. Regular
webinars, talks, close group discus-
sions and virtual one-on-ones have
also helped students to gain a per-
spective and understand the situa-
tion better and deal better. 

New realities of working from
home and temporary unemploy-
ment have made it difficult for par-
ents to take care of their children,
including young school and college
students. Spending time with fam-
ily and recreational activities at
home can help in managing stress
among youth. 
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Arecent national survey showed that only
20% of school-aged children who were

enrolled in the formal education system
received remote education during COVID-
19 induced school closures. School aged chil-
dren were considered those between the ages
of 5 and 18.

The survey was conducted by LIRNEasia,
a regional think tank working on digital pol-
icy issues across the Asia Pacific, and
ICRIER, a policy oriented economic policy
think tank based out of New Delhi.

The 2021 survey showed that access to

education was greater among students resid-
ing in urban areas, from wealthier families,
with more educated household heads, and in
higher grades. 

Many of the 20% who were able to access
education during school closures did so
through multiple channels. However, these
students’ experiences were heterogeneous.
Only 55% of students (of this small group
who received some education) participated
in live (real time) online lessons, while 68%
watched recorded video lessons and 75% had
information and assignments communicat-
ed to their smartphones through channels
such as WhatsApp. It is also noteworthy that

58% of these students also had contact with
schools through offline channels, with infor-
mation and assignments being physically
delivered to their homes.

The other 80% of children, however, were
left behind.

“The pandemic made the education gap
worse, impacting students from disadvan-
taged households the most.  But it wasn’t just
a connectivity problem - schools were caught
off-guard and were not prepared to deliver
online lessons in the first round of lockdowns.
Luckily things did improve in the subsequent
shut downs,” says the CEO of LIRNEasia,
Helani Galpaya.

9��$'������������<������ �����
�<� ���'���������


���	����	
������

The University of
Birmingham Dubai is now

inviting applications for
Masters in Urban Planning for
January and September 2022
entry.

This M.Sc. Urban Planning
programme aims to train the
next generation of urban plan-
ners, who will need to adopt a
multi- and inter-disciplinary
approach to address contem-
porary challenges and solve
associated problems faced by
urban regions. 

Course dates: January 2022
and September 2022

Eligibility: A four-year
Bachelor’s degree in a relevant
subject or a three-year
Bachelor’s degree (first class or
good upper second class) from
a recognised institution in
India. Applicants with rele-
vant work experience can also
be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

Fee: Overall programme
tuition fee for January 2022  is
AED 102,114 (Approx.
£20,717) and overall pro-
gramme tuition fee for
September 2022 entry is AED
112,666 (Approx. £22,858) 

Admission: Applications
for January 2022 and
September 2022 are open and
there is no application fee. To
submit an online application,
please click on the ‘Apply Now’
button on the course page.
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The applications are available
on the university website,

and the last date for the Early
Admission process is 16
January 2022. The classes for
the batch will commence
between August-September
2022. 

The programmes offered in
the university are – Bachelor of
Design in Communication
Design, Interaction Design,
Product Design, Space Design,
Sustainable Fashion and Textile
Design and Transdisciplinary
Design. The university also
offers Master of Design -
Integrated Product Design and

Urban
Design and Development

along with Fellowships - Anant
Fellowship, a one-of-a-kind
programme focused on the
built environment & Anant
Fellowship for Climate Action.
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The University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow is

inviting applications for the
MSc 5G Advanced
Communications course start-
ing in September 2022.

This full-time course will
cover the practical, theoretical
and technological aspects of 5G
Communications Systems as
they evolve over the coming
years. 

Eligibility- Normally a
first-class or second-class hon-
ours degree (or international
equivalent) in electronic, elec-
trical or communications engi-
neering, or a related physical
sciences subject from a recog-
nised academic institution.

Fee - £23,050 for interna-
tional students for 2022/ 23

Scholarship - scholarships
starting at £3,400 will be avail-
able for this programme. 
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The Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev (BGU), Israel

has now opened the applica-
tions process.  It is a two year
thesis track programme.

Course dates: Spring
semester dates: February 27th,
2022- June 24th, 2022

Admission Requirements:
B.Sc. degree, minimum

GPA of 80/100, TOEFL score of
at least 85/120.

Admission Cycle:  Spring
Semester 2022.

Application deadline:
Rolling admission 

Tuition: is approximately
$5,000 (US) per year.

Scholarship available
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Rule of law is the first req-
uisite of any democracy
and we the people are the

electors of the legislators and
also the beneficiaries of the
legislations.  

Starting from the protection
of life and liberty to our inter-
personal relationships in the
form of guardianship, inheri-
tance, matrimony to our daily
shopping, easements,  munici-
pal conveniences, professional
and business transactions, the
laws govern our daily activities. 

Coming to education, the
prime objective of education is
making good citizens and so a
good society. 

The citizens, who not only
understand the establishment of
rule of law but also, contribute
to its better  implementation by
being followers of law willing-
ly. 

The Preamble of our con-
stitution envisages the kind of
society, our founding fathers
were striving for which is to
secure justice, liberty, equality
to all citizens and promote fra-
ternity to maintain unity and
integrity of the nation and paves
down the path to achieve
through its Articles and sched-
ules. 

In order to contribute to
achieve these objectives, we
need to know them first and
grow its understanding in our
future generations. 

An aware citizen can only
force the elected representa-
tives and the legislators to per-
form and the Government to
account. 

Pendency in courts is one of
the most debated issues in India
and people here in day-to-day
life are cheated by shopkeepers,
suppliers etc. 

We are habitual of bad
roads, polluted water and air,
high decibel noises, arbitrari-
ness of public servants and
police atrocities.  

All of us have witnessed
corrupt practices around us,
when we see bad quality con-
struction of roads and drains,
col lapsing br idges  and
Government buildings. 

Further the coffin is nailed
by the legal principle that
“Ignorance of  law is  no
defence.”

Ignorance of Law is not
accepted as defense in an Indian
Court, which all the more
increases the  responsibility of
the Government to provide
legal education to its citizens. 

We should sincerely con-
template  introducing the
Const itut ion of  India ,
Consumer law, municipal laws,
and family laws to make it part
of compulsory curriculum in
schools and colleges. 
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On the Legal Services Day,
the AP High Court Legal

Services Committee launched
Mission Legal Service
Programme on November
09, 2021. 

As part of this pro-
gram VIT-AP School of
Law (VSL) is selected by the
AP High Court to join the
mission legal services and
render their services to cre-

ate Legal Awareness in the
villages Velagapudi, saka-
muru and Inavolu identi-
fied and adopted by the
VIT-AP University. 

On November 12, 2021,
the programme was started
at two of the three adopted
villages of VIT-AP
University i.e. Sakamuru
&amp; 

Velagapudi and the
legal aid clinics was inau-
gurated by Sri. B. Seshaiah,

Senior Civil Judge,
Mangalagiri and
Chairperson Mandal Legal
Services Authority and par-
ticipated by Dr. Chakka
Benarji, Dean VIT-AP
School of Law, Prof. M.
Mahathi Faculty
Coordinator of the VIT-AP
School of Law Legal Aid
Centre and Students. 

The programme wit-
nessed the participation by
the local people, mandal

officials, Police officers and
other village revenue offi-
cials and students of VIT-
AP School of Law. 

While inaugurating the
program the Mission Legal
Service Secretary informed
the participants about the
importance of creating legal
awareness to provide access
to justice to the needy peo-
ple. She further highlighted
the role of students, lawyers,
judges, etc. 
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The Central Teacher Eligibility Test
(CTET) is conducted by Central
Board of Secondary Education

(CBSE). After qualifying CTET exam,
candidate will be eligible to get a job in
State, Central and Under the control of
UT Schools. In the process of preparing
for any competitive exam, keeping calm
and being patient and consistent is
important. If you are Dedicated towards
cracking CTET 2021 exam, one must
have a proper strategic plan based on
your abilities. 

�The exam is divided into two parts
— Paper II and Paper II. Paper I is for
teachers who intends to teach primary
class; Paper II is for those who intend
to teach students from Classes VI-VIII.

�The total duration of two hour and
50 minutes is being assigned to complete
each paper.

�There is no negative marking.
�There are five subjects in exam.

Each subject covers 30 questions and
there will be no sectional cut-off.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS
Acknowledge syllabus and exam

pattern: The very First step towards the
preparation of CTET is to examine the
Exam pattern & syllabus. This will help
you to understand and get important
topics, time allotted for each section and
weightage of every topic. With the help
of this you can easily divide your time
for each section in the exam. The syl-
labus includes topics from the NCERT
syllabus for Classes I-V (Paper I) and
Classes VI-VIII (Paper II). The best way
to this is to read NCERT.

Identify your weak sections: Be
very clear about weak areas. Practicing
on regular intervals will help you to
determine this. To master your weak-
nesses, it is important to revise your fun-
damentals and keep basics clear. Work
more towards strengthening your weak
areas. Try not to waste your time by keep
revising the topics you are good at. Don’t
start any new topics at the last moment.

Make your own notes: Make a list
of important books and subscribe to
online platforms if possible. Start mak-
ing notes from the day of preparation.
Once syllabus is complete, pin down
important handy notes which will help
you during revision time. Revise topics
ike learning, development, child-cen-

tered and progressive education, teach-
ing methods and teaching aids, teach-
ing principles, evaluation and assess-
ment.

Maintain confidence: Self-confi-
dence is the key to success. If you are
confident about yourself, you will sure-
ly achieve success. For boosting confi-
dence, do a little bit of physical exercis-
es and meditate.

Analyse previous year papers: Try
to solve as many previous papers as you
can. This will help you to analyse the
important topics from which most of the
questions have been asked. Recreate the
examination environment. While solv-
ing question papers, try to give yourself
the exact amount of time which is going
to be provided in exam. Afterward, use
CTET answer key to cross-check how
well you performed. Keep an eye on the
scores and section-wise scoring pattern.
This will help you to identify your strong
and weak sections.

Watch tutorials: If you are facing
difficulty in understanding any topic,
then watch a tutorial video of it. Videos,
visuals, listening and learning activate
your right brain helping you image
things. Use technology to make study
easier rather than getting stuck.
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The University of Sheffield
, UK is delighted to offer
one Delhi Public School

Society (DPS) Undergraduate
Merit Scholarship in 2022. The
scholarship is a competitive
award worth 50% of the tuition
fee for an UG degree programme
starting in autumn 2022.

Eligibility: Must be current-
ly studying at a Delhi Public
School Society (DPS) institution
in India. You must receive an
offer to study a full-time under-
graduate degree or foundation
degree programme at the
University of Sheffield before
you can apply for this scholarship.

Your degree/foundation pro-
gramme must be scheduled to
commence at the University of
Sheffield in September 2021. All
undergraduate degree courses
are eligible with the exceptions of
Medicine (A100/A101) and
Dentistry (A200).

You must receive an offer for
a course studied in full at the
University of Sheffield. Degree
programmes split between the
University of Sheffield and a
partner institution are not eligi-
ble to apply for a scholarship.

For tuition fee purposes you
must be self-funded and eligible
to pay the overseas tuition fee.

You must not be a sponsored
student. You must enter a degree
programme at the university.

To know more visit:
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/inter-

national/fees-and-funding/schol-
arships/undergraduate/dps-
undergraduate-merit-scholarship

Application deadline: It is
13:00 (UK time) on Monday —
April 25, 2022.

The University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow, invites
applications for joining PG
taught programmes in January
2022, joining the Faculty of
Engineering in academic year
2021/22.

Eligibility: Postgraduate
Taught -To be considered for the
Faculty of Engineering
International Scholarship appli-
cants should normally have a 2:1
(or equivalent) in their under-
graduate degree.

To know more visit:
https://www.strath.ac.uk/study-
withus/scholarships/engineer-
ingscholarships/engineeringinter-
nationalscholarships- janu-
ary2022/.

All self-funded, internation-
al (non-EU) fee-paying offer
holders with strong academic
qualifications are encouraged to
apply. You must hold an offer to
a full-time PG taught degree
programme. 

If you're applying for a post-
graduate taught degree pro-
gramme, you'll receive a schol-
arship award equivalent to a 15%
reduction of your tuition fees,
which will typically be £3,280.

How to apply: Submit one
application form to be considered
for both scholarships and the
closing date.

Application deadline: It is
January 217, 2022.

The Common Admission Test
(CAT) is a national-level
examination conducted by

The Indian Institute of
Management. It is a mandatory
exam for seeking admission into
IIM or other prestigious B-schools.
The exam is conducted annually in
the last week of November. This
year it is on November 28, 2021.

Almost two lakh aspirants
appear for CAT every year and
less than 2,000 aspirants score 99-
plus percentile. This means that
your preparation needs to be dif-
ferent to stand out and be in those
2000 candidates. 

Over the years, it is observed
that the people have the following
strategies end up scoring 99+
percentile. 

BE FIRM ABOUT AIM
Since Day 1, be clear that

your aim is scoring 99 percentile.
Make up your mind of not settling
even 0.1 percentile less than 99 per-
centile. Be firm and confident
about yourself and just be opti-
mistic that you can achieve it.
Decide the IIM you want to get
into and work towards scoring the
percentile needed to get into the

best IIM in the country.

PUSH YOUR LIMITS
Work hard from the very

beginning. Go all out and study
with all your heart. Solve a mini-
mum of three-four mocks each
day. While solving every mock,
solve it like it is the actual CAT
exam. After every mock check for
the wrong answers and practice to
not make the same mistakes. Push
your limits and work as hard as you
can. Work hard on the topics that
you find tough. Keep practicing all
the topics even the ones you are
already good at. Be careful while
solving each question and con-
centrate completely on it.

MAKE STRATEGIES
Study the exam pattern at

first. Know how many questions
you need to get right in each sec-
tion to score 99 percentile. Try
those strategies while practicing
mocks. This will tell you which
strategy is more accurate. Use the
most tried and trusted strategy in
the actual exam. A lot of time you
will give to the section and how
much maximum time you will
spend on one question.

ANALYSE PERFORMANCE
After you practice, every time

evaluate what you have done.
Make a note of your mistakes. This
will help you know which sections
you are good at and which sections
need more practice.

Accordingly, try planning
upon the questions you will prefer
to attempt. This way you won't lose
marks unnecessarily. Don't be
overconfident about your strengths
and don't be ignorant of your
weaknesses. Strive hard to convert
your weaknesses into strengths. 

REMAIN CALM
One thing that sets the 99 per-

centile scorers apart from the less
percentile scorer is how they deal
with pressure. No matter what the
situation is during the exam you
cannot lose your calm. You need
to deal with the situation with
patience. Often, there are questions
that the candidate is unable to solve
in the first attempt.

In such situations, leave the
question and move ahead to solv-
ing the rest of the paper. This way
you won't lose your time. If you
panic and stick to solving that
question then you probably won't

be able to complete your paper
ahead. Go with a good state of
mind and have confidence in
yourself.  

TIME MANAGEMENT
Be quick with solving the

problems. Don't waste much time
on a particular question. If you are
not sure about an answer, keep the
question for later and solve it if
you have time in the end. But
while solving with speed, you can-
not afford to make silly mistakes.
Silly mistakes are a major reason
for the low percentile. You need
to be careful and alert with every
question. Understand the question
correctly.

PRACTICE AND ANALYSE
Solve as many questions as

you can. Keep practicing regular-
ly. It is said practice makes a man
perfect, so one should keep this
thought in the mind and give the
time for mock test.

Practicing all the topics even
the ones you are already good at.
Be careful while solving each
question and concentrate com-
pletely on it.
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Lionel Messi will play for
Argentina when they face Brazil

on Tuesday in a World Cup quali-
fier missing Neymar because of left
thigh pains. Messi, who has been
bothered by a knee injury, will play
in San Juan in a match that could
earn the team a spot in next year’s
World Cup, Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni said Monday.

Hours later, the Brazilian
Football Confederation said in a
statement that Neymar “reported
being insecure” about the 
possible injury. 

“Because there’s not enough
time to perform more exams, the
coaching staff decided to spare the
player, who will not travel with the
squad,” the statement said.

Neymar’s friend and rival,
Messi, played only 15 minutes in
Argentina’s 1-0 victory over
Uruguay on Friday. He also missed
two Paris Saint-Germain matches
because of the injury.

“A few days ago he was physi-
cally fit and at the end we decided
that the best would be for him to
play for a few minutes so he starts
getting that good feeling,” Scaloni
said. 

“For tomorrow (Tuesday), it is
confirmed that he will play. We hope
he finds himself in a good place.”

The Argentines, second in the
10-team South American standings
behind Brazil, can qualify with a vic-
tory. Brazil already has one of the
four automatic qualifying spots
from the region.

Brazil has not won in Argentina
since 2009. Scaloni’s main concern
is in the midfield. Leonardo Paredes
is recovering from an injury and
could once again be replaced by
Guido Rodríguez.

Beside Neymar, Brazil will be
missing the suspended Casemiro,
who could be replaced by Fabinho.
Coach Tite also expects to test
other players after beating Colombia
1-0, possibly using Matheus Cunha
up front instead of Gabriel Jesus.

England routs San Marino 
England hit double figures in

goals in a competitive game for the
first time to power into the World
Cup.

Harry Kane enjoyed himself, in
particular, in the embarrassingly
one-sided 10-0 win over San Marino

that secured England first place in
Group I of European qualifying  on
Monday.

England’s captain scored four
goals — all in the first half, with two
of them being penalties — to move
his international tally to 48, which
is tied with Gary Lineker and only
five off Wayne Rooney’s all-time

record for the country. Kane fin-
ished 2021 with 16 goals for
England, a national record for a cal-
endar year, and it could have been
more if he hadn’t been substituted
just after an hour.

“If we left him on another half
an hour, we would have had Wayne
Rooney’s family on the phone,”
England coach Gareth Southgate
said.

Italy head to playoffs
Four years on from Italy’s dark-

est moment, it could be about to
happen again for the Azzurri.

Italy was held to 0-0 at Northern
Ireland in its final World Cup qual-
ifier on Monday, while Switzerland
beat Bulgaria 4-0 to clinch top spot
in Group C and a place in next year’s
tournament in Qatar.

For European champion Italy it’s
the playoffs again. Italy lost a play-
off to Sweden in 2017 — four years
ago almost to the day — and failed
to qualify for the last World Cup.

A revival had been seen under

Roberto Mancini, who led the
Azzurri to the Euro 2020 trophy in
July, but they could miss out again
on soccer’s premier tournament. But
Mancini is adamant that won’t hap-
pen. “I am completely confident.
We’ll get there in March and maybe
we’ll win it too, who knows,” the
Italy coach said.     Scotland win over
Denmark

John Souttar scored in his first
international game for three years to
give Scotland a 2-0 win over
Denmark in World Cup qualifying
and secure a home draw in the play-
offs.

Denmark had already won
Group F but Scotland spoiled the
European Championship semifi-
nalist’s perfect record as they aimed
to win 10 games out of 10. 

Scotland put pressure on
Denmark from the start and won a
succession of set-pieces. John
McGinn swung Scotland’s eighth
corner deep to the far post, where
Liam Cooper nodded it back for
Souttar to head in. He hadn’t played

for Scotland since a red card against
Israel in October 2018.

“I went through a lot in the last
year and I was just looking forward
to it and I didn’t expect anything like
this to be honest and it was brilliant,”
Souttar told broadcaster Sky Sports.

“It was a total blur. We worked
on that corner during the week, and
thankfully we scored from it, just
delighted.”   

Kenya wins final qualifier
Kenya won its final World Cup

qualifying game to provide a
moment of relief from the crisis
engulfing its national soccer feder-
ation. Michael Olunga volleyed
Kenya ahead in the third minute on
the way to beating Rwanda 2-1.
Richard Odada added the second
from the penalty spot and Kenya
was 2-0 up inside 15 minutes in
Nairobi on Monday. Olivier
Niyonzima met a free kick with a
side-foot volley for Rwanda’s goal,
just its second goal in six games in
the group stage qualifiers.
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After a rude reality check in the
T20 World Cup, India will aim
to press the reset button for the

2022 edition under new captain Rohit
Sharma and an illustrious head coach
in Rahul Dravid, starting with the three-
match series against New Zealand
beginning here on Wednesday.

The duo in the next 11 months will
underline the ‘Men In Blue’’s template
and philosophy in the shortest format
after it became clear that some rejigging
will be needed as a part of course cor-
rection.      

The disappointment in the UAE
edition has forced India to look beyond
Hardik Pandya, who for long has not
been able to bring his all-round skills
to the table.

Star IPL performer Venkatesh Iyer
has been brought in as Hardik’s replace-
ment and the three games is likely to
give an indication if he can be groomed
for the much needed fast bowling all-
rounder’s slot. 

India can also do with more power
hitters in the batting department and
Venkatesh, who played for KKR this
IPL, has shown his ability to hit long
and big.    

The other IPL performers who
have been picked in the squad are

Ruturaj Gaikwad, Harshal Patel, Avesh
Khan and Yuzvendra Chahal, who
makes a comeback after controversial-
ly being left out of the World Cup
squad.

With Jasprit Bumah rested for the
series, India will be looking to find
another pacer, who can consistently

clock 140kmph and above. 
As it was seen in the UAE, the extra

pace always comes in handy, bringing
Avesh and Mohammad Siraj into the
picture.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who was
not at his best in the UAE, has been
given another opportunity to find his

A game.  
The think tank comprising skipper

Rohit Sharma and head coach Rahul
Dravid will also assess a player’s utili-
ty keeping the Australian conditions in
the mind as the country hosts the
World Cup in less than 12 months time.  

There are five shortest format

openers in the side and slotting them
in various middle-order position will
be a challenge. 

Rohit and vice-captain K L Rahul
are expected to open on Wednesday but
India might be tempted to experiment
in the presence of more options like
Gaikwad. 

In fact, even Venkatesh got all his
runs opening for KKR but he is set to
bat in the middle-order. 

Suryakumar Yadav could not find
his rhythm during the World Cup but
he is one player India would be look-
ing to groom at number four, especial-
ly for the true pitches in Australia.     

In the absence of rested Ravindra
Jadeja, Axar Patel can fill the spin bowl-
ing all-rounder slot while R Ashwin is
expected to retain his place in the play-
ing eleven  after an impressive white-
ball comeback in the UAE. 

India had only five bowlers to
choose from for most part of the World
Cup while other top teams had up to
seven options. Therefore, one might see
one of the specialist batters rolling his
arm over.

Their opponents New Zealand,
who effectively knocked India out of the
World Cup, have reached Jaipur on a
chartered flight from Dubai with little
time to reflect on their loss to Australia
in the title clash.
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India all-rounder Hardik
Pandya on Tuesday dismissed

reports of custom officials at
Mumbai airport seizing his lux-
ury watches, saying that only one
watch worth Rs 1.5 crore had
been taken for “proper valuation”
after he “voluntarily declared” the
items brought by him. 

The out-of-favour India all-
rounder, who was returning
from Dubai after an ordinary
outing in the T20 World Cup,
which led to his omission from
the squad for the T20 series
against New Zealand, refuted
reports that claimed that the two
wrist watches worth Rs 5 crore
were seized from him by the cus-

toms department. While he was
making the declaration of the
imported goods bought, it was
found that the price of the
watches, as per bills submitted,
didn’t match the actual value,
which is believed to be much
more. As per rules, he will have
to pay the correct duty fee before
he gets back his purchased
watches.

“The cost of the watch is
approximately Rs 1.5 crore and
not Rs 5 crore as per rumours
floating around the social media,”
Pandya tweeted in his defence.

Pandya claimed that he had
“voluntarily declared” all the
items that he had purchased
from Dubai. The law of the land
mandates him to declare every
item purchased from abroad
beyond a certain valuation that’s
earmarked.

“Early on Monday morning,
15th November, on my arrival
from Dubai, after picking up my
luggage, I voluntarily went to
Mumbai airport customs
counter to declare the items
brought by me and pay the req-
uisite customs duty. 
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Two-time Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu and in-form

shuttler Lakshya Sen made
impressive starts at the Indonesia
Masters Super 750 badminton
tournament, reaching the sec-
ond round with contrasting
wins here on Tuesday.

Reigning world champion
Sindhu, seeded third, record a
21-15 21-19 win over Thailand’s
Supanida Katethong in a 43-
minute women’s singles match
to set up a second-round clash
with Spain’s Clara Azurmendi.

However, the highlight of
the day was Lakshya’s stunning
win over world no 10 Japan’s
Kanta Tsuneyama in the men’s
singles.

The 20-year-old from
Almora, who had reached the
semifinals at Hylo Open Super
500 and final of Dutch Open,
displayed tremendous grit on
way to a shocking 21-17 18-21
21-17 win over Kanta in an hour
and 8 minutes.

Lakshya will now face top
seed and two-time world cham-
pion Kento Momota of Japan in
the next round.

Sindhu didn’t have much

trouble in outwitting Supanida
in the opening game as she ran
up a lead of 11-5 and kept her
opponent at a distance even after
the break.

Supanida was more com-
petitive in the second game as
she kept snapping at Sindhu’s
heels. The Indian opened up an
11-8 lead at the break but the
Thai player kept lurking around. 

At 19-18, Sindhu grabbed
two match points. Supanida
saved one before Sindhu sealed
the affair.

In men’s singles, Lakshya,
ranked 19th, continued his rich
vein of form to shock his high-
er-ranked opponent.

Lakshya rallied his way
from 6-9 down in the opening
game to first grab a 13-11 lead
and then reeled off four straight
points from 14-13 to leave Kanta
behind and gain an upper hand.

In the second game,
Lakshya was up 4-0 but Kanta
clawed his way back at 10-8. 
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Zhou Guanyu will
become the first

Formula One driver from
China after signing with
Alfa Romeo on Tuesday.

Zhou steps up from
Formula Two, where he is
second in the standings,
and will partner Valtteri
Bottas when the 10-time
race winner moves from
Mercedes for next season.

Zhou has previously
been a test driver for the
Alpine team and drove for
them in a practice session
for the Austrian Grand
Prix in July.

“To be the first ever
Chinese driver in (F1) is a
breakthrough for Chinese
motorsport history. I know
a lot of hopes will be rest-
ing on me and, as ever, I
will take this as motivation
to become better and
achieve more,” Zhou said.

Zhou replaces Antonio
Giovinazzi, who loses his
F1 seat after three years as
a full-time driver for Alfa
Romeo. 
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Indian duo of Mithali Raj and Smriti
Mandhana were static at the third

and sixth spots respectively in the latest
update to the ICC women’s ODI player
rankings on Tuesday.

Veteran pacer Jhulan Goswami was
at the second place among ODI
bowlers, while Deepti Sharma stayed
at the fifth position in the ODI all-

rounder rankings.
West Indies captain Stafanie

Taylor moved up in the list of bat-
ters after a match-winning cen-
tury against Pakistan that helped
complete a 3-0 series win.

Tuesday’s updates by the
ICC, which take into account

the second and third ODIs
between Pakistan and the

West Indies as well as the three Zimbabwe versus
Bangladesh matches, saw Taylor move up two slots
to 12th position after an unbeaten 102 in the third
ODI in Karachi.

Taylor’s compatriot Hayley Matthews is anoth-
er big gainer, moving up four slots to 25th among
batters and up three slots to 20th among bowlers.
She is also up two places to 12th in the all-rounders’
list after a match-winning four-wicket haul in the
second match and a score of 49 in the third.

For Pakistan, Aliya Riaz (up three places to
37th) and Omaima Sohail (up two places to 39th)
have moved up the list for batters and Nashra
Sandhu (up one place to 21st) and Anam Amin (up
four places to 43rd) have progressed among
bowlers.

Bangladesh’s Fargana Hoque has gained seven
places to reach joint-26th position after smashing
a 53 not out in the second ODI against Zimbabwe
while her team-mate Rumana Ahmed has moved
up two places to 34th. 
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India’s new T20 captain Rohit
Sharma on Tuesday said instill-

ing a sense of security in players
will be his priority and he will not
stop hand-holding them even if
they fail in a few games while try-
ing to perform specific roles for the
team.

Ahead of his first full-time
assignment as India captain against
New Zealand, Rohit outlined the
need for him and coach Rahul
Dravid to play a “big role” in
allowing individuals to play fearless
cricket and instil confidence even
when they don’t get the desired
results. “I think it is an important
aspect of the format (T20) where

people have that assurance of going
in and taking those chances in the
middle. 

If it comes off, it comes off, if
it doesn’t then what happens,” 

Rohit said when PTI asked how
he would like to maintain a balance
between security and flexibility
while trying out combinations
going into the next T20 World Cup

in 11 months’ time.
“That’s where both of us will

have to play a huge role and huge
part in terms of giving that individ-
ual an assurance you know going
out and expressing himself,” the
skipper was categorical on how he
and the new coach will go about
their job.

Rohit’s eye will be on how play-
ers are reacting to a variety of pres-
sure situations and how well they
are able to express themselves
while understanding the pitfalls of
taking risks.

“Especially, in this format
where sometimes, you need to go
out there and play fearlessly while
doing that there are chances that
you might not always be success-

ful. Because it’s such a short format,
you are always challenged and the
pressure is always there.”

For Rohit, it is important that
the individual knows what the
team requires of him and doesn’t
deviate from the set game-plan.

“I think the entire set-up will
play a big part in making sure that
particular individual wherever he
bats and how we want him to bat
goes and does the job for us.” So
what happens when a player fails?
“If he doesn’t, you still try and instil
the confidence in him that we have
full faith in you and just go and do
the role for the team. As long as
they are trying to do the role for the
team we are happy,” the skipper
played with a straight bat.
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Indian para shuttlers competing at the Uganda
Para badminton international suffered a jolt

when there were multiple explosions near the
team hotel at the capital city of Kampala on
Tuesday.

The two bomb blasts led to the death of at
least three civilians and caused chaos in
Kampala as terrified residents fled the city’s cen-

tre. Chief coach of Indian para badminton team,
Gaurav Khanna said the blasts happened
around 100 metres away from the hotel but
everyone is safe and there is nothing to worry.

“Few players were leaving for the badminton
hall when there was this blast. It led to lot of
choas on the street. We also immediately went
back but now things are fine. We have spoken
to the embassy and there is nothing to worry,”
Khanna told.
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Major cricket event will
return to Pakistan after

more than two decades with
the country set to host the
2025 Champions Trophy,
an ICC flagship tourna-
ment. The ICC board on
Tuesday awarded the hosting
rights of the 2025
Champions Trophy to
Pakistan, while picking
United States and West
Indies as co-host of the 2024
T20 World Cup. This will be
the first ever global event
hosted in North America.

According to the
announcement, India will
get to host three ICC events
in the next cycle, including
the 2026 T20 World Cup and
2031 50-over World Cup,
where the country will be Co

hosts along with Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh respective-
ly. India will also host the
2029 Champions Trophy
singularly.

Pakistan, who had last
co-hosted the 1996 World
Cup along with India and
Sri Lanka, have not been
able to host many interna-
tional games in the country
since the 2009 terrorist
attack on Sri Lankan team
bus in Lahore.

The Champions Trophy
was last held in UK in 2017
and it will be making its
return in the ICC calender
after a gap of eight years.
New Zealand and England
have recently pulled out of a
tour of the country and it will
be interesting to see if teams
finally get ready to travel to
Pakistan.
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Vidarbha stunned fancied
Maharashtra by seven wickets in

the first pre-quarterfinal of the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy here on Tuesday
to enter the last-eight stage of the
national T20 championship.

Opting to field at the Feroz Shah
Kotla, Vidarbha restricted Maharashtra
to 157/8 despite a brisk 45-ball 66 by
one-down Rahul Tripathi. Then they
rode on half centuries by opener
Atharva Taide (56 off 38 balls) and
skipper Akshay Wadkar (58 not out off
47 balls) to chase down the target with
13 balls to spare.

Maharashtra lost skipper Naushad
Shaikh (0), who was trapped in front
of the wicket by young right-arm pacer
Yash Thakur (3/17), in the second over.

Then Tripathi, who struck five
boundaries and three sixes, rallied the
innings with opener Yash Nahar (29),

as the two added 64 runs for the sec-
ond wicket.

But left-arm orthodox bowler
Akshay Karnewar (2/25) brought
Vidarbha back into contention by
removing a well-set Nahar to leave
Maharashtra at 77/2.

An out-of-form Kedar Jadhav (6)
became Karnewar’s second scalp as
Maharashtra slipped to 91/3. Vidarbha
bowlers kept making inroads and did
not allow the opposition batters to set-
tle.

Thanks to Tripathi’s knock,
Maharashtra closed in on 160.

Chasing 158, Vidarbha lost open-
er Siddhesh Wath (0) in the first over.
But Taide, who hammered six bound-
aries and a maximum, along with skip-
per Wadkar, knocked Maharashtra out
of the tournament with their match-
winning 95-run stand for the second
wicket.

After Taide fell, the skipper took
the onus upon himself to complete the
job in the company of Jitesh Sharma
(28 not out off 7 balls), who smashed
three consecutive sixes.

Vidarbha, who advanced from the
plate group, will take on Rajasthan in
the third quarter-final at the Airforce
Ground in Palam on November 18.

Meanwhile, Karnataka defeated
Saurashtra by two wickets in a thriller.

Electing to bat first, Saurashtra
were restricted to 145/7 with Sheldon
Jackson scoring 50 in just 43 balls.
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Zhou becomes F1’s
first Chinese driver
with Alfa Romeo
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India look for ‘fresh T20 template’ in Rohit-Dravid era


