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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday flagged bureau-

cratic inertia and TV channels
debate as contributory 
factors for worsening air pol-
lution in Delhi.

On Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta’s submission that
TV debates accused him of
misleading the court by giving
a low percentage of stubble
burning in air pollution, Chief
Justice NV Ramana observed
that debates on TV news chan-
nels are causing more pollution
than anybody with statements
made in the court being taken
out of context.

At the same time, the
bureaucracy faced the wrath of
the apex court for delaying the
implementation of measures to
tackle air pollution and not
leaving the courts to do the job. 

The bench headed by the
Chief Justice said every TV
channel has its own agenda and
statements are taken out of
context in their debates.  “You
want to use some issue, make
us observe and then make it
controversial, and then only
blame games will remain..,”
observed the bench also com-
prising Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya Kant.   

“Debates on TV are creat-
ing more pollution than any-
body. They don’t understand
what is happening and what the
issue is. Statements are taken
out of context. Everyone has
their own agenda. We can’t help
and we can’t control. We are

focusing on working out the
solution,” said the apex court
when Mehta pointed out 
that many debates in TV gave
a picture that he tried to mis-
lead the court on the role of
stubble burning in the air pol-
lution. 

“I watched some irrespon-
sible and nasty utterances on
TV media against me that I
misled the court on the ques-
tion of stubble burning by
showing that its contribution is
only 4 to 7 per cent. Let me
clarify,” SG said.  

The top court, however,
said, “We were not misled at all.
You said 10 per cent but it was

pointed out in the affidavit that
it was 30 to 40 per cent. This
type of criticism is bound to
happen when we are holding
public offices. We are clear, our
conscience is clear, forget about
all this. These kinds of 
criticism keep happening. Our
conscience is clear and we
work for the betterment of
society,” the bench said. 

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
the Delhi Government said
that stubble burning was one of
the contributors of the air pol-
lution which needs to be
addressed and referred to the
Centre’s figures on the issue.

The plea has been filed by envi-
ronmental activist Aditya
Dubey and law student Aman
Banka, who sought directions
to provide stubble-removing
machines to small and mar-
ginal farmers for free. 

After its displeasure on
TV debates, the apex court
blamed bureaucracy for not
taking decisions and trying to
put all job on courts.

“The bureaucracy has
developed “inertia” and does
not want to take any decision,
leaving it to the court to do
everything.  It is apathy and just
apathy,” said the CJI Ramana. 

Continued on Page 2

����� #�%,6,<,:

Pakistan’s Parliament in its
joint sitting on Wednesday

enacted a law to give 
Indian death-row prisoner
Kulbhushan Jadhav the right to
file a review appeal against his
conviction by a military court.

Jadhav, a 51-year-old
retired Indian Navy officer,
was sentenced to death by a
Pakistani military court on
charges of espionage and ter-
rorism in April 2017. India
approached the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) against
Pakistan for denial of con-
sular access to Jadhav and
challenging the death sentence.

After hearing both sides,
the Hague-based ICJ issued a
verdict in July, 2019, asking
Pakistan to give India consular
access to Jadhav and also
ensure review of his conviction.

On Wednesday, the joint
sitting comprising members
of the Senate and the National
Assembly was called to pass a
set of laws which were passed
by the latter in June this year,
including one to enable Jadhav
to appeal against his conviction,
but those laws failed to get the
nod of the upper house.

The International Court
of Justice (Review and Re-
consideration) Bill, 2021 aimed
to fulfill the obligation under
the verdict of the ICJ and was
presented by Law Minister
Farogh Nasim and was passed
by the joint sitting of the House
through voice vote.

The law allowed Jadhav to
challenge his conviction in the
high court through a review
process which was a require-
ment of the ICJ verdict.

The joint sitting is called
when the differences between
the National Assembly and
Senate are unbridgeable. The
current impasse was due to the
fact that the ruling Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf and allied par-
ties enjoy majority in the
National Assembly but are in
minority in the Senate or the
upper house.  

Continued on Page 2
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As Covid-19 cases go down,
the Ministry of Civil

Aviation (MoCA) has allowed
airlines to serve or sell meals on
all domestic flights irrespective
of their duration. In addition,
the Ministry has also allowed
to keep reading materials like
newspapers and magazines on
all flights on domestic routes.

The announcement came
days after the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare
told the Ministry of Civil
Aviation that meals 
can be served in flights that
have less than two hours of
journey time.

Issuing an order, the
MoCA said the airlines offer-
ing flights on domestic routes
may provide meal service on
board, without restrictions on
duration of flights. The order
from the Ministry further stat-
ed that the airlines — both

international and domestic —
can provide magazines/reading
materials for passengers on
board.

“The decision to resume
meals and magazines has been
taken as Covid caseload has
reduced due to proper imple-
mentation of appropriate Covid
behaviour protocol,” the
Ministry said in the order.

The ban on serving foods
in flights that fly for less than
two hours was implemented in
April this year, during the sec-
ond wave of Covid-19 infec-
tions in the country. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the

Tripura Police not to take any
coercive action against the
three civil society members,
including a journalist, in con-
nection with an FIR lodged
under the harsh UAPA provi-
sions against them for alleged-
ly bringing facts through social
media posts about “targeted
violence” against the minority
community in the State.  

A bench comprising Chief
Justice NV Ramana and
Justices AS Bopanna and Hima
Kohli also issued a notice to the
Agartala police on the plea filed
by advocates, Mukesh and
Ansarul Haq, and journalist

Shyam Meera Singh against the
lodging of the FIR. 

The three persons, who
were part of a fact-finding
committee, have also chal-
lenged the Constitutional valid-
ity of some provisions of the
UAPA, 1967 on the grounds
that the definition of “unlaw-
ful activities” is vague. 

The FIR took note of a
tweet of one of the members of
the civil society which had
stated that “Tripura is burning”. 

Recently, Tripura witnessed
incidents of arson, looting and
violence after reports emerged
from Bangladesh that the
Hindu minorities there had
been attacked during 
‘Durga Puja’. 

Continued on Page 2
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In a humiliating moment for
a top IPS officer, a city

Magistrate’s court on
Wednesday declared Mumbai’s
former Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh as a “pro-
claimed offender” in an extor-
tion case.

After hearing an applica-
tion filed by the Mumbai Police
on a complaint by hotelier
Bimal Agarwal against Singh
and three other accused, addi-
tional chief metropolitan mag-
istrate SB Bhajipale declared
two of his co-accused Vinay
Singh and Riyaz Bhati as “pro-
claimed offenders” on the
ground that they had 
been absconding and could
not be traced.

The Mumbai Police had
approached the court stating
that Singh could not be traced
and was not at his Malabar Hill
residence since an FIR was reg-
istered against him more than
three months ago.

The complaint Bimal
Agarwal had alleged that Singh

and dismissed police constable
Sachin Waze — who is cur-
rently behind the bars for
alleged involvement in the
cases involving the recovery of
an explosive-laden SUV near
industrialist Mukesh Ambani’s
south Mumbai residence and
subsequent murder of busi-
nessman Mansukh Hiran —
had extorted cash and valuables
worth �11 lakh from him.

Based on Agrawal’s com-
plaint, police had registered a
First Information Report (FIR)
against Singh, Waze and two
others for offences under
Sections 384, 385 388, 389
(extortion), 120B (criminal
conspiracy) and 34 of the IPC.

Continued on Page 2
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With no sign of an early
breakthrough in the

standoff between India and
China at several points in
Ladakh, Indian forces on
Wednesday carried out a major
exercise by airlifting ammuni-
tion, weapons, clothing, and
other critical items for the
troops at the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) in
Eastern Ladakh.

Several IAF planes flew
round-the-clock carrying these
items as part of winter stock-
ing. This assured logistical
chain will enable the troops to
perform their operational
duties in a more efficient man-
ner in temperatures dipping to
minus 20 degrees or more at
several places there. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh is also likely to hold talks
with the Army commanders on

this issue during his visit there
on Thursday.

Giving details of the effort,
IAF officials said here the joint
airlift exercise “Operation
Hercules” was undertaken by
the IAF and Army.

“The aim of this high-
intensity airlift was to strength-
en the logistics supply in the
Northern sector and to aug-
ment winter stocking in the
operational areas.

The platforms utilised for
the airlift were C-17, IL-76 and
An-32 aircraft, which took off
from one of the forward bases
of Western Air Command.

The effort was a real-time
demonstration of the inherent
heavy lift capability of the IAF,
which has played a major role
in ensuring the ability to quick-
ly respond to any contingency
during the past,” they said.

Last year, India and China
did not withdraw their troops
from the frontline at the LAC
in Ladakh in the winter months
unlike in the earlier years.
Given the persisting tension
there since May last year, the
two sides will remain posted
this year too in the harsh win-
ter months. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Resistance Front
Commander (TRF), Afaq

Sikander, was among five ter-
rorists who were gunned down
by the joint team of security
forces in twin encounters in
Gopalpora and Pombai area of
South Kashmir’s Kulgam dis-
trict on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, families of two
businessmen Mudasir Gull and
Altaf Ahmad Bhat, killed in the
Hyderpora encounter, staged
protest demonstrations for the
second consecutive day in
Srinagar demanding their dead
bodies. Braving the winter
chill, several close relatives
accompanied by women and
children staged a peaceful
demonstration and also held a

sit-in candle light protest in the
evening in support of their
demand.

National Conference
President Dr Farooq Abdullah
also sought the intervention of
Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj

Sinha in handing over the bod-
ies of two civilians killed in the
Hyderpora encounter. The
bodies were buried by police in
Handwara area of north
Kashmir’s Kupwara to “avoid
any law and order problems”.

Continued on Page 2
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For the first time in the
country, the number of fully

vaccinated individuals on
Wednesday surpassed the par-
tially vaccinated eligible popu-
lation under the mass vaccina-
tion coverage.

As of Tuesday night, of the
755.4 million people who have
received Covid-19 vaccine in
India, 380.7 million people are
fully vaccinated (have received
both shots) and another 374.7
million have received only one
shot, according to data from
the CoWIN dashboard.

“This has been made pos-
sible due to the Prime
Minister’s vision of “Jan-
Bhagidari” and whole of
Government approach, people’s
faith and confidence in the

Government, and the ongoing
“Har Ghar Dastak” campaign
which has seen tremendous
response from various parts of
the country,” said Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya, Union Health
Minister, here on Wednesday.

The Union Health Minister
expressed confidence that the
country will have vaccinated

every Indian by the end of the
month-long “Har Ghar Dastak”
campaign. Healthcare workers
are conducting door-to-door
vaccinations of people across
India with a special focus on
districts where less than 50 per
cent of the eligible population
has been vaccinated.

Continued on Page 2
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With little respite from air
pollution in Delhi and its

adjoining areas and air quality
index (AQI) remaining  in
“very poor” category on the
National Ambient Air Quality
Index (NAAQI) on Wednesday,
the Delhi Government 
took “ten key decisions” to
tackle the air emergency after
a meeting with the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM).

These include increasing
the number of CNG buses on
city roads, extension of ban on
construction and demolition
activities, closing of all educa-
tional institutions till
November 21, work from home
for Government employees,
request to Delhi Disaster

Management Authority
(DDMA) to allow standing
passengers in public trans-
portation (Metro and DTC).

Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said guidelines 
have been issued to imple-
ment all decisions with imme-
diate effect.

The national Capital could
see further dip in air quality in
the coming days due to
unfavourable climate condi-
tions resulting in low disper-
sion of pollutants in air.

Amid the blame game
between the Centre and  Delhi
Government, Rai said despite
several requests,  Union
Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav has not met
with Delhi Government official
to discuss the serious issue.

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI has arrested two officials of the rank
of Havildar in Army in an alleged bribery

case of �50,000 and a Gazetted officer of the
Indian Air Force in a separate graft case.

A case was registered on complaint against
two Army officials Susant Nahak and Naveen
from Southern Command, Pune.

The complainant was selected to the post of
multi-tasking staff (MTS) in the  Army
Ordnance Corps., Pune and  was to join at
Ordnance factory, Wardha (Maharashtra) on or
before November 19, 2021 along with the orig-
inal call letter. Under the pretext of early join-
ing formalities, the accused took the original call
letter of the complainant and demanded a bribe
of �2.5 lakh and agreed to accept the initial
amount of �50,000.

An amount of ��0,000 was transferred by
the complainant through Phonepe to the

account of one accused. Subsequently, both the
accused allegedly came for accepting the
remaining amount of � 20,000.

The CBI laid a trap and caught the accused
while demanding and accepting the bribe
amount. Searches were conducted at the premis-
es of the accused at Pune which led to recov-
ery of incriminating documents relating to the
case. Both the accused were produced before the
Court of Special Judge, CBI cases, Pune and were
remanded to five-day police custody.

In another case, CBI has arrested a Civilian
Gazetted officer of Indian Airforce, Lohegaon,
Pune, Suryakant Sangale for demanding and
accepting bribe of Rs 4000 as initial installment
from the complainant..

A case was registered on complaint against
Sangale. It was alleged that the accused demand-
ed undue advantage of �50,000 from the com-
plainant to consider his mutual transfer request
to Dehu Road, Pune. 
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Chitrakoot (UP): Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Wednesday
sought women's support to her party in the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections, telling
them to seek their rights in politics.

Priyanka Gandhi exhorted women to
support her party weeks after promising
to give 40 per cent of her party tickets to
women candidates in the UP assembly
elections next year.

Addressing a women's gather-
ing here as part of her “ladki hoon, lad sakti
hoon” (I'm a girl and can fight) campaign,
the Congress general secretary asked
them to rally behind her party, saying she
wants to be part of their struggle.

"I have come here to talk to you
as you have to make up your mind. You
are half the population, raise your voice.
Come together and seek your rights in pol-
itics,” she exhorted women.

"Why are you helping the gov-
ernment which is doing nothing for you?”
she asked.         "If a woman is contesting,
close your eyes and vote for her without
thinking anything else at the time of vot-

ing as she will stand with you in your strug-
gle," Priyanka Gandhi said, apparently
referring to Congress candidates.
Gandhi also referred to her recent meet-
ing with some ASHA workers who were
earlier allegedly beaten up by police while
trying to raise their demands at a public
meeting of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

"Will you get your rights if you
seek them from the very people who beat
you when you raise your voice?” she asked,
adding “You will have to fight for it, don't
ask for your rights from those who have
committed atrocities.”

The AICC leader said in one and
a half years that she has been working in
the state, she has seen the women's strug-
gle from close quarters and wants to be a
part of their struggle and help them raise
their voice.           In a lighter vein, she
told women participants that her slogan
“ladki hoon, lad sakti hoon” does not mean
going back home and fighting with hus-
bands. 

"Or else, they all will turn against
me," she said.         Referring to her party's

resolve of giving 40 per cent tickets to
women, she said, "Your participation in
politics is definite, the initiative that has
been taken by the Congress cannot be
reversed, women fighting in elections will
bring a change in politics and society."

“No political party will be able
to stop them, all will have to take the same
initiative and give women their rights,” she
asserted. 

She also took a dig at the gov-
ernment's free LPG cylinder scheme, say-
ing, “But the women are not able to get it
filled because of high prices.”

“The government thinks all can
be achieved by giving gifts, it does not want
to recognise your strength, not help you
move ahead. When you try to move for-
ward, you face problems," she said.

Recalling migrant workers' long
march during their return home amid the
Covid lockdown, Gandhi alleged that now
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
coming to the area on November 19, buses
are being arranged in advance to ferry peo-
ple to his rally. PTI
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From Page 1
However, on flights that

had a journey time of more
than two hours, food was
allowed conditional that the
tray, plates, cutlery should also
be disposable and none should
be reused. 

Beverages like tea, coffee,
alcoholic and non-alcoholic
were also allowed only in dis-
posable cans and bottles. All
crew members in the flight
were asked to wear a fresh set
of gloves after every meal or
beverage served.

Earlier in August 2020, the
Government had allowed the
carriers to serve food under
certain conditions. “Airlines
may serve pre-packed
snacks/meals/pre-packed bev-
erages on domestic flights
depending on the duration of
flight,” the Ministry had said.

From Page 1
On November 11, the top

court had taken note of the
submissions of advocate
Prashant Bhushan and agreed
to hear the plea seeking quash-
ing of the FIR lodged against
the three civil society members. 

Bhushan had said the two
lawyers and the scribe have
been proceeded against by the
Tripura police under the UAPA
for their social media posts and
an FIR has been lodged and a
notice under the CrPC has
been issued to them.

From Page 1
In a tweet on its party han-

dle, the NC said its party presi-
dent and MP Farooq Abdullah
has spoken to Sinha and reiter-
ated his demand for an impar-
tial probe into the civilian
killings.”He also sought the LG’s
intervention in handing over the
bodies to their kin,” the party
said. The NC said the Lt
Governor has assured Abdullah
to look into the demands of the
victim families.

In Jammu Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)
President Mehbooba Mufti led
a strong protest against the
civilian killings and demanded
handing over the bodies of
those killed to their families.

Sharing details of the twin
encounters, Inspector General of
Police, Kashmir range, Vijay
Kumar, said two terrorists were
killed in the Gopalpora
encounter on Wednesday. One
of the slain terrorists has been
identified as terrorist
Commander of proscribed ter-
ror outfit TRF, Afaq Sikander, he
added.

“In the second encounter in
Pombai area, the joint team of
security forces eliminated three
terrorists’’, tweeted Kashmir
Zone Police Earlier, a major
tragedy was averted by the secu-
rity forces by timely recovering
ready to use IED’s.

From Page 1
“Over a period of time what I am observing, as a judge and

an Advocate General also that the bureaucracy, completely, I think
has developed some sort of inertia. They don’t want to take a deci-
sion. How to stop a car, seize a vehicle, how to stop a fire has to
be done by this court. Everything we have to do. This is an atti-
tude developed by the Executive,” the CJI added. 

The Centre presented a slew of measures in the Supreme
Court, including a ban on entry of all trucks in the national Capital
except vehicles carrying essential goods, shutting of schools and
50 per cent attendance in offices of Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi (GNCTD) to reduce air pollution in
Delhi-NCR. Mehta told the bench that a meeting of chief sec-
retaries of Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi along with
others was held on Tuesday. 

The issue regarding work from home for Central Government
officers was considered but the total vehicles used for Central
Government officers are not huge. So rather than implement-
ing work from home we have issued an advisory for pooling and
sharing of vehicles, said Mehta.  The Centre suggested 50 per
cent attendance in offices of GNCTD. 

Meanwhile, construction workers’ associations also moved
the apex court seeking ex-gratia relief schemes for daily work-
ers who will suffer the loss of income due to sudden complete
ban on the sector’s activities imposed by NCR States to curb pol-
lution caused by dust.  A blanket ban on construction activities,
without identifying and excluding the ones which do not con-
tribute towards air pollution is “irrational, arbitrary and whim-
sical”, said the petition filed by National Campaign Committee
for Central Legislation on Construction Labour. 

It alleged that despite having a dedicated corpus of Rs 2,700
crore, the GNCTD  has failed to frame any ex-gratia relief scheme
for the building workers for the periods when they have to give
up their work due to “sudden absolute blanket bans”.  “The
GNCTD and Government of Haryana have failed to assess and
identify the pollution-causing activities. It is submitted that ide-
ally, the ban ought to be limited to activities such as demolition
and excavation only. 

From Page 1
Elaborating further, Rai said, instructions have been

given to police and transport department to ban entry
of trucks, except for essential services. Moreover, the city
Government has also issued directive to take strict action
if more than ten--year-old diesel and fifteen-year-old
petrol vehicles hit the city roads.

As industrial pollution also worsens, the Delhi
Government will keep special track monitoring pollu-
tants in 13 hotspots named red zone such as Anand
Vihar, Punjabi Bagh and Mayapuri.

“Pollution will be kept in check at 13 hotspots of
Delhi by water sprinkling using Fire Brigade’s machin-
ery,” said Rai adding, “Immediate action will be taken
against any industry that is found running on or emit-
ting pollutants and violating the industrial fuel ban.”

“So today, this 10-point decision has been taken
which will be launched with immediate effect as we are
issuing directions for implementing them throughout
Delhi. Moreover, as stated earlier, the “Red Light On,
Gaadi Off ’ campaign has also been extended for anoth-
er 15 days, and so the second phase of this will be
launched starting November 19. This is how we will
embolden our fight against pollution and conquer it.”
Rai concluded.

Meanwhile, SAFAR, a Central Government pollu-
tion monitoring agency, said, “From November 20
onwards surface winds are likely to be strong resulting
in effective dispersion that improves air quality. The effec-
tive farm fire count is 2643 and its contribution to Delhi’s
PM2.5 on November 17 is six per cent.”

From Page 1
Army Chief General M M Naravane

and IAF Chief V Chaudhari had recently
visited the forward areas in Ladakh to
review the operational readiness of the
armed forces during the winter months.
They also reviewed the status of winter
stocking.Incidentally, the effort on
Wednesday came days after the Army car-
ried out a high-tempo airborne exercise in
Eastern Ladakh involving more than 3,000
paratroopers and Special Forces comman-
dos.  The three-day exercise also saw the
army practicing airdropping vehicles and
light tanks at heights ranging from 14,000
feet and above.

In a related development, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS)General Bipin Rawat on
Thursday will inaugurate a revamped war
memorial in eastern Ladakh’s Rezang La.  It
is the site where Indian troops valiantly
fought the Chinese in 1962.

The memorial is dedicated to the brave
Indian soldiers who laid down their lives in
the Battle of Rezang La. Official sources said
after inaugurating the memorial, the
Defence Minister will also carry out a review
of the security situation with top Army
commanders in the backdrop of the lin-
gering border row with China. Rawat is also
set to accompany the Defence Minister dur-
ing his Ladakh visit. Naravane will not be
able to attend the event at Rezang La as he
is on a five-day visit to Israel. The Indian
Army had occupied a number of mountain
peaks in Rezang La region in August last
year following China’s aggressive posturing
and failed attempt to intimidate Indian
troops.

At present more than 50,000 troops
each from both sides are deployed at the
LAC as standoffs persist at some places.
India and China have held 13 rounds of
Corps Commander level talks since last
year. The last round of military talks on
October 10 ended in a stalemate following
which both sides blamed each other for the
impasse. In a strong statement after the 13th
round of talks, the Indian Army said the
“constructive suggestions” made by it at the
negotiations were neither agreeable to the
Chinese side nor could Beijing provide any
“forward-looking” proposals.  India and
China are likely to hold another round of
diplomatic level talks soon under the aegis
of Working Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination (WMCC).

From Page 1
Earlier, the ICJ (Review

and Re-consideration) Bill,
2020 was among the 21 bills
passed by the National
Assembly in June, but the
Senate refused to pass them.

The Government had also
tried to enforce the ICJ verdict
through promulgation of a
special ordinance in 2019 in the
wake of the ICJ verdict. When
the Government promulgated
an ordinance to let Jadhav file
a review, he refused. Later, the
Pakistan Government through
its defence secretary filed a case
in the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) in 2020 to appoint a
defence counsel for Jadhav.

The IHC formed a three-
member larger bench in
August 2020 which has repeat-
edly asked India to nominate a
lawyer from Pakistan for
Jadhav but New Delhi so far
refused by insisting that it
should be given a chance to
appoint an Indian lawyer.

The last hearing was on
October 5, 2021, and the IHC
once again asked the govern-
ment to ask India to appoint
the counsel before the next
hearing scheduled for
December 9.

Among other laws passed
in the joint sitting include a key

bill to grant right of vote to
overseas Pakistan through
internet and use of Electronic
Voting Machines.

Adviser on Law Babar
Awan presented the bill to
amend the Elections Act, 2017
[The Elections (Amendment)
Bill, 2021] and the lawmakers
present in the session voted in
favour of the bill to table it in
the Assembly.

The Opposition vocifer-
ously opposed it but it was
enacted through a voice vote,
prompting them to stage the
boycott of the proceedings.   

Earlier, opposition and
treasury members almost came
to blows when the opposition
lawmakers tried to stop the
proceedings of the joint house
session. The Senate comprises
100 and the National Assembly
342 lawmakers but both hous-
es are short of one member
each, hence the total strength
was reduced to 440.

Later, main Opposition
leader and Pakistan Muslim
League (Nawaz) chief Shehbaz
Sharif accused the government
of bulldozing the legislation
while Pakistan People’s Party
chief Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
announced to challenge the
new laws in the Supreme
Court.

From Page 1
Wednesday’s development came after

three Non-Bailable Warrants (NBWs) by
two different courts in Mumbai and one
court in the neighbouring Thane city.  

In all, five First Information Reports
(FIRs) have been registered in different
police stations in Mumbai and other
places. Singh has been absconding for the
past seven months. A look-out circular
(LoC) is already in force against him.

In their plea, the city police told the
court that despite having issued multiple
non-bailable warrants, Singh and two
other accused continued to remain miss-
ing and their existence concealed.

Advocate Shekhar Jagtap appearing
for the Mumbai Police, had told the court
that in compliance with the order, the
Crime Branch had deputed a team of offi-
cers to execute the warrants. The officers
visited the last known addresses of the
three accused, but could not find them.
They also discovered that the accused had
not visited their homes since the crime was
registered and their whereabouts were not
known.

Keeping in mind their failure to
respond to various summons by the var-
ious courts, the police had urged the court
that Singh and two other accused be
declared “proclaimed offenders” as pro-
vided under Section 82 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

The Section 82 reads thus, “If any
Court has reason to believe (whether after
taking evidence or not) that any person
against whom a warrant has been issued
by it has absconded or is concealing him-
self so that such warrant cannot be exe-
cuted, such Court may publish a written
proclamation requiring him to appear at
a specified place and at a specified time
not less than thirty days from the date of
publishing such proclamation”. If the
“proclaimed offender” fails to respond to
the written proclamation within the stip-
ulated time, the court may order attach-
ment of any property - movable or
immovable or both belonging to the
proclaimed offender concerned.  

After hearing the plea by the Mumbai
police, Judge Bhajipale pronounced the
order allowing the police to declare Singh
and two other accused as “proclaimed
offenders” in an extortion case.

Singh has been missing for nearly
seven months now. It may be recalled that

the Maharashtra Government told the
Bombay High Court on October 21 that
it has not been able to trace Param Bir and
assured the court that it would not take
coercive action against the latter. While his
whereabouts are not known, he
approached the high court through his
lawyer Mahesh Jethmalani to mention his
plea seeking the quashing of an FIR reg-
istered against him.

The Maharashtra Government-
appointed Justice (retired) Kailash
Uttamchand Chandiwal Commission of
enquiry - which is hearing into the alle-
gations of corruption made by him
against Maharashtra’s former Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh -- has issued
several summons against him, fined him
and even issued a bailable arrest warrant
against him.

Justice (Retd) Chandiwal had not only
earlier issued bailable warrant against the
former police commission but had also
imposed fines of Rs 5,000 in June and Rs
25,000 twice in August for his failure to
respond to the summons to appear before
it.

An IPS officer of the 1988 batch, Singh
had on March 20 made a sensational alle-
gation of corruption against State Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh, the
Maharashtra Government on Tuesday
appointed retired judge of the Bombay
High Court Kailash Uttamchand
Chandiwal to probe the former CP’s
charges against Deshmukh.

Following the allegations made by
Singh, Deshmukh had resigned from his
post as the State Home Minister on April
5, within hours after the Bombay High
Court ordered a “Preliminary Enquiry”
(PE) by the CBI into the serious charges
of corruption made against him by
Mumbai’s former Police Commissioner.

The commissioner of police had,
among other things, alleged that State
Home Minister Deshmukh had asked now
arrested and suspended police officer
Sachin Vaze last month to “collect” a stag-
gering Rs 100 crore per month from bars,
restaurants and other sources.

“The Hon’ble Home Minister
expressed to Vaze that he had a target to
accumulate Rs. 100 crore a month. For
achieving the aforesaid target, the Hon’ble
Home Minister told Shri Vaze that there
are about 1,750 bars, restaurants and other
establishments in Mumbai and if a sum
of Rs. 2-3 lakhs each was collected from
each of 3 them, a monthly collection of Rs.
40-50 crores was achievable. 

From Page 1
According to data maintained by

the website Our World in Data, on aver-
age, 54.1% of India’s population (the
entire population, not just those above
18 years) has received at least one shot
of the vaccine, while 26.8% are fully vac-
cinated. The global average for these fig-
ures is 52.2% and 40.9%, respectively.
This means that while India leads the
global average in total coverage, it is
considerably behind in the proportion
of people fully vaccinated.

The gap can be partly attributed to
the revision of the prescribed gap
between the two doses in the case of
Serum Institute of India’s Covishield (a
vaccine that accounts for nearly 90% of
all doses administered in the country).

On May 13, the Union Health
Ministry announced the widening of the
gap between the doses of Covishield
from 4-8 weeks to 12-16 weeks.  The
number of people who have been
administered just one dose of the vac-
cine have been steadily dropping since
the first week of October, data shows.

On Tuesday, Mandaviya stressed
that the completion of the Covid-19 vac-
cination drive with 100 per cent admin-
istration of both the doses to India’s
adults is an “immediate necessity.
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Lahore: The first batch of 28 Indian Sikhs, includ-
ing women, arrived at the revered Gurdwara
Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan on Wednesday by
using visa-free corridor, some 20 months after the
pilgrimage was suspended in March 2020 follow-
ing the Covid-19 outbreak. Similarly, over 2,500
Indian Sikhs arrived in Pakistan via Wagah bor-
der crossing to take part in the annual commem-
oration of the birth of Sikhism founder Guru Nanak
Dev."

As many as 28 India Sikhs including women
visited the Kartarpur Sahib on the first day
(Wednesday) after the Indian government
reopened the corridor,” Evacuee Trust Property
Board (ETPB) spokesperson Amir Hashmi told
PTI.  The ETPB looks after the holy places of
minorities in Pakistan.Hashmi said that Kartarpur
Corridor chief executive officer (CEO) Muhammad
Latif, Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (PSGPC) Pardhan (president) Sardar
Ameer Singh and Dr Mampaal Singh greeted the
Indian pilgrims at the Sikh shrine.The pilgrims
spent several hours at the gurdwara and offered reli-
gious rituals before crossing back to their home-
land, he added.

The corridor links Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in
Pakistan, where Guru Nanak Dev lived and died
at the start of the 16th century, to Dera Baba Nanak
shrine in Punjab's Gurdaspur district. The 4 km-

long corridor provides visa free access to Indian
pilgrims to visit Gurdwara Darbar Sahib.Pakistan's
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi termed
the reopening of the Kartarpur Corridor as a "good
development".“I welcome Sikh pilgrims on behalf
of the Government of Pakistan and the people of
Pakistan…The Sikh pilgrims will come to visit their
holy places through this corridor from today,"
Qureshi said while talking to the media outside the
parliament in Islamabad on Wednesday.Separately,
over 2,500 Indian Sikhs entered Pakistan via Wagah
border crossing by foot.

"The yatrees had been queued since 6am
Wednesday. Immigration and vaccine and other
Covid related tests made the process slow, caus-
ing a great deal of inconvenience for the pilgrims,”
an official told PTI.He added that unlike the past
practice, the yatrees would come here by foot
instead of train. "This time they came by foot and
that made the whole immigration process lengthy,”
he said.  When asked about the exact number of
Indian Sikhs who arrived via Wagah border
crossing, Hashmi said, "Pakistan had issued 2,890
visas to Indian Sikhs for this occasion and so far
over 2,500 have arrived. Hopefully by late in the
evening all those issued the visas will reach here.”At
Wagah, ETPB chairman Dr Aamer Ahmed, senior
board members and PSGPC officials received the
Indian pilgrims. 
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The Delhi High Court has
denied bail to a man,

arrested for allegedly helping an
undertrial gangster to escape
from a hospital here, on the
ground that the conspiracy of
helping the prisoner escape
from the lawful judicial custody
is of huge magnitude which
could have serious effects on
public safety and graver con-
sequences on the society.

The high court said that
an operation of this complex-
ity, that is, to aid an undertri-
al of notorious credentials to
escape lawful custody, has
wide ramifications that may
shake the confidence of the
public in the police adminis-
tration as well as the criminal
justice system.

Justice Subramonium
Prasad said granting bail to the
accused, at this juncture, has
the potential to encourage
“copycat criminal behaviour”
and dismissed the plea of
accused Bhupender Singh alias
Bhuttan.
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The air quality in Delhi
tagged under the ‘very

poor’ category on the National
Ambient Air Quality Index
(NAAQI) on Wednesday as the
overall Air Quality Index (AQI)
recorded 362 micrograms per
cubic.

According to SAFAR,
(System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And
Research), a unit of Ministry of
Earth Sciences (MoES), the
AQI on Wednesday indicated
a ‘very poor’ category. It is like-
ly to improve in the future but
will remain the same for the
next two days as transport
level winds are coming from
the east direction, preventing
intrusion of pollutants from the
upwind region. “Local surface
winds are low and mixing layer
height is about one km result-
ing in poor ventilation of near
surface pollutants,” SAFAR
said. 

In its short range air qual-
ity weather forecast, it said,
“From November 20 onwards
surface winds are likely to be
strong resulting in effective
dispersion that improves air
quality. The effective farm fire
count is 2,643 and its contri-

bution to Delhi’s PM2.5 today
is six per cent.”

Meanwhile, SAFAR also
advised people to stay indoors
and avoid outdoor activities.
“Avoid prolonged or heavy
exertion. Go for a short walk
instead of a jog and take more
breaks. Stop any activity level
if you experience any unusual
coughing, chest discomfort,
wheezing, breathing difficulty,
or fatigue. If the room has win-
dows, close them. If the air con-
ditioner provides a fresh air
intake option, keep that closed.
Avoid burning of wood, can-
dles or incense. Keep the room
clean – don’t vacuum. Do wet
mopping to reduce dust. Masks
known as N-95 or P-100 res-
pirators may only help if you go
out,” it added in its health
advisory.
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Delhi Police has arrested
two people for allegedly

trying to enter the Rashtrapati
Bhawan in the national Capital.
Police said that duo was under
the influence of alcohol at the
time of incident.

According to a senior
police official, the incident
took place around 9.30 AM on
Monday when a man and his
female friend under the influ-
ence of alcohol forcibly tried to
enter the Rashtrapati Bhawan.

“They were arrested after
registration of an First
Information Report (FIR) and
both of them work in a salon,”
said the senior police official
adding that further investiga-
tion is going on. 
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Delhi Police has received a
complaint from a Delhi’s

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader against actor-comedian
Vir Das alleging that he used
“derogatory” statements against
India at an international plat-
form with an intention to
malign the country’s image.

According to Deepak
Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), New Delhi, police have
received a complaint in this
regard and it is being inquired
while no First Information
Report (FIR) has been regis-
tered yet.

In his complaint lodged at
the New Delhi district police
station, Delhi BJP vice presi-
dent and spokesperson Aditya

Jha has alleged that Das, dur-
ing the show at the John F.
Kennedy Centre in Washington
DC, said in India, women are
worshipped in the day and
raped at night.

All such “derogatory” state-
ments were made on an inter-
national platform maligning
the image of women and the
country, Jha claimed.
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Delhi Police Commissioner,
Rakesh Asthana on

Wednesday accentuated the
urgent need for more thorough
impact assessment of crime
prevention strategies to make
systematic improvements for
effective policing in the nation-
al Capital.

The CP in the Crime
review meeting held at Police
Headquarters (PHQ) on
Wednesday also reiterated the
need for optimal utilisation of
manpower resources at police
stations level.

According to Anil Mittal,
the Additional Public Relation
Officer (APRO) of Delhi Police,
the CP directed district Deputy
Commissioners of Police
(DCsP) to review all pending
crime-against-women cases
and ensure that charge-sheet in
these cases are filed within
mandated period. 

“The CP also directed dis-
trict DCsP to make all efforts
to prevent and detect cases of
burglary and house-theft.
Upon reporting of such crimes,
the senior officers of the district
as well as crime teams should
immediately visit the crime

scene to pick up the leads like
fingerprints, CCTV footage,
etc., and make all possible
efforts to apprehend the
accused at the earliest. Tools
and technologies such as
Online Criminal Dossier
System, Facial Recognition,
etc., should be extensively used
to trace the suspects and
apprehend them,” said Mittal.

During the meeting, the
CP said that the weekly offs
should be provided to Station
House Officers (SHOs) and
other Inspectors posted in
police stations.

For the first time, all police

stations of Delhi have been
provided with three Inspector
rank officers including SHO,
Inspector, Law & Order and
Inspector Investigation.

“This will help in better
supervision of criminal inves-
tigations, evolving law & order
challenges and also better man-
agement of citizen services at
police station level. 

The availability of three
Inspectors will also ensure that
each Inspector gets assured
weekly off without hampering
the quality of police stations’
day-to-day management,” said
the CP.
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Isha Khosla, an IAS officer of
the 2011 batch of AGMUT

cadre, assumed charge as
Secretary of the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
on Wednesday.

Khosla succeeds Dr Brij
Mohan Mishra who has been
transferred as a Deputy
Secretary, Department of
Commerce, Government of
New India. She has held several
important assignments in the
past, in State Government of
Goa, Arunachal Pradesh and
Delhi.Earlier joining NDMC,
She has served in the
Government of Delhi in the
capacity of Deputy
Commissioner (North) with
additional Charge of Deputy
Commissioner (HQ).
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The Delhi Congress workers
under the leadership of its

president Anil Kumar on
Wednesday staged a protest
outside the liqour vends across
the national capital, saying that
the new excise policy would
turn the capital into “Nashe Ki
Rajdhani”.

The protest, held outside
vends in Sita Ram Bazar, saw
Delhi Congress workers hold-
ing placards opposing AAP-
government’s liberalised excise
policy, which allows “three
liquor vends” in each ward for

easy availability of liquor.
Kumar said that Delhi

Congress had begun the protest
against the new excise policy at
the Pol Khol Yatra at Krishna

Nagar last night where local
people and Congress workers
extended an enthusiastic sup-
port to the Congress party’s
opposition to the new liquor

policy of the Arvind
Government, as it will destroy
the youth and many families,
with women and children
absorbing the brunt of the
misguided policy.

“Delhi Chief Minister was
very enthusiastic and proactive
in the implementation of the
new excise policy but did not
show such zeal in generating
employment to help people
affected from Covid pandem-
ic. The new policy has lowered
the drinking age that can make
young people addicted of
liquor,” he said.
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The Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of Delhi, Dr. Ranbir

Singh on Wednesday directed
all the 11 District Election
Officers (DEOs) to speed up
the process of enrolling young
electors between the age brack-
ets of 18-19 years and 20-29
years to address the issue of
their under-representation in
the electoral roll.

The DEOs have been fur-
ther directed to improve gen-
der ratio in the electoral roll by
enrolling all women voters
who have been left out. Dr.
Singh directed all DEOs to
review the progress of the
ongoing Special Summary
Revision (SSR) of Electoral
Rolls on a daily basis till the
process of completion of SSR-
2022.

He also said that the Office
of the CEO has already taken
all necessary steps to spread
awareness via various plat-
forms of media during the
ongoing SSR-2022 to motivate
young electors to enroll as vot-
ers so that no voter is left
behind.

Dr. Singh, further empha-
sised that deletion of deceased
and permanently shifted voters
needs to be carried out by fol-

lowing due procedure to
improve the purity and accu-
racy of our voters list.

The CEO, Delhi directed
the DEOs to understand and
address any difficulties being
faced by citizens of Delhi
regarding their enrolment and
it must be ensured that they are
duly assisted. Disabled (PwD)
voters will similarly be facili-
tated to enroll as voters and also
get marked as PwD voters in

the electoral rolls for availing
various accessibility services
during election. The CEO,
Delhi has called upon all DEOs
to exercise due sensitivity and
empathy towards all margin-
alised sections of citizens and
assist them in getting  enrolled
as voters through special
camps. Dr. Singh directed that
during ongoing SSR all dupli-
cate or multiple entries be
removed.
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Food and Civil supplies
Minister  Imran Hussain

Wednesday visited Covid
Vaccination camp at masjid,
Gali Takiye wali, Kaccha Rasta
Nabi Karim in Ballimaran
Assembly constituency.

The Special Covid -19
Vaccination camp was orga-
nized by the Office of
Divisional Commissioner
(Central) in association with
Rotary Club and Jamia
Hamdard. Counsellor
Dharmendar Mahawar,

Director, Jamia Hamdard
Hamid Ahmad, Sub Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) Karol Bagh,
Senior officers and staff mem-
bers of Health Department
were also present on the occa-
sion.

During the visit , Corona
Care Kit consisting of N95
masks, sanitizer, oximeter,
thermometer and vitamin-c
supplements were also distrib-
uted to the residents.

The Minister also took a
round of the Covid vaccination
camp and appreciated the pro-
vision of adequate facilities for

the residents.
Hussain also noticed the

awareness posters put up at the
Covid Vaccination camp with
the aim of spreading awareness
about Covid-19 among the cit-
izens. The aim of organising
this camp was to sensitise  the
local residents, unorganised
workers, migrant workers,
building and construction
workers, fruit sellers, domestic
help and shopkeepers etc to get
their jab at their doorstep.

He  lauded the efforts of
the volunteers of the Rotary
Club and staff members of the

Jamia Hamdard for their active
participation in Corona
Vaccination camp and appre-
ciated the role of Medical team
and Delhi Administration
Government staff who have
also played vital roles in the
pandemic times of Covid-19.
Shri Hussain also appealed to
the representatives of RWAs,
youth groups, women’s groups,
market associations, NGOs
and religious organisations to
conduct awareness campaigns
in the assembly constituency to
encourage people towards
corona vaccination.
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To curb air pollution in
Haryana, the State

Government on Tuesday decid-
ed that the Odd-Even Rule
would be implemented in four
NCR districts of Haryana
which includes Gurugram,
Faridabad, Jhajjar and Sonipat
from next week.

It was decided in an emer-
gency meeting called by the
Additional Chief Secretary
Sanjeev Kaushal on Tuesday.
Along with this, it has also been
decided that in 14 districts of
the State falling under NCR,
Government employees will
Work From Home (WFH) till
November 22.

The 14 districts of Haryana
where WFH has been advised
are – Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri,
Faridabad, Gurugram, Jhajjar,
Jind, Karnal, Mahendragarh,
Nuh, Palwal, Panipat, Rewari,
Rohtak and Sonipat.

The Odd-Even Rule is a
vehicle rationing scheme under
which odd and even-num-
bered vehicles ply on alternate
days on the roads. Vehicles with
registration numbers ending in
odd numbers are allowed on

the roads on odd days and
even-numbered vehicles are
allowed on even days.

Apart from this, private
establishments were asked to
do the same. Such industries
where such a system is not pos-
sible will have to take special
permission from the Deputy
Commissioner concerned.

Earlier, in four districts of
Haryana, the administration
has already advised people to
work remotely and
Government and private
schools were also closed till
November 17.

Deputy Commissioner

Gurugram, Yash Garg said the
administration will take all
measures to implement deci-
sions taken in the meeting. The
responsibility of the transport
department has already been
fixed to follow directions.

An official of the district
transport department said, “We
will implement the Odd-Even
Rule as per the given directions.
As several people are already
working from home so we
hope it is not difficult for the
department to implement
orders,” he said, adding that,
“there will be no restrictions on
CNG vehicles”.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday urged

Parliamentarians and legisla-
tors to maintain quality and
healthy debates in the Houses.
With Parliament often wit-
nessing disruptions over a vari-
ety of issues, Modi said conduct
of lawmakers should be in line
with Indian values. Traditions
and systems of the Houses of
our legislatures should be
inherently Indian, he said,
pitching for policies and laws to
strengthen the sentiment of ‘Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’, he
said. 

Addressing the inaugural
session of the 82nd All India
Presiding Officers’ Conference
in Shimla virtually from Delhi,
he also called for collective
efforts, including from States,
to take the country to new
heights of progress and cited

the fight against Covid-19 as a
“historic” example of ‘sabka
prayas’ (everyone’s effort). The
Prime Minister also pushed the
idea of having a separate time
for quality and healthy debates
in legislatures which should be
serious, dignified and devoid of
political potshots at others. In
a way, it should be a “healthy
time” for House, he said. The
Prime Minister also said that
democracy is not merely a sys-
tem for India but it is its
nature. 

He emphasised the need
for everyone from parliamen-
tarians to the common man to
give primacy to their duties,
saying this is the mantra to
speed up India’s development
by many times from the pace
it has grown since
Independence.

“Next 25 years are very
important for India. During
this, can we with full strength,

dedication and response exe-
cute one mantra? In my view,
that mantra is duty, duty and
duty,” he said. Modi also assert-
ed that it is our legislatures’
responsibility to be vigilant
about any discordant voice
about the country’s unity and
integrity. It is our unity that
preserves our diversity, he
added.                 

Noting that lawmakers are
associated mostly with politics,
Modi proposed whether a few
days in a year can be demar-
cated in legislatures for them to
do something special for the
society, tell the country about
this aspect of their social life as
well. He also gave the idea of
‘One Nation One Legislative
Platform’, a portal that not
only gives the necessary tech-
nological boost to our parlia-
mentary system, but also works
to connect all the democratic
units of the country. 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, Deputy Chairman Rajya
Sabha, Harivansh, Chief
Minister of Himachal Pradesh
Jairam Thakur, Speaker of
Himachal Pradesh Vidhan
Sabha Vipin Singh Parmar also
spoke in the conference. Birla
said that the objective of the
legislative institutions is to
ensure active participation of
the people and their represen-
tatives towards making pro-
gressive legislations so that
positive socio-economic
changes can be brought to the
lives of the people.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on

Wednesday said it has arrested
seven accused persons from
various places including Delhi,
Dhenkanal (Odisha), Noida and
Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh and
Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh) in an
on-going investigation of a case
related to alleged online child
sexual abuse and exploitation.

“The arrested accused are
being produced today before the
Competent Courts,” the CBI
said in a statement here. Those
arrested are Raman Gautam, a
resident of Delhi, Sathyender
Mittal and Purushottam Jha, all
residents of Delhi, Surendra
Kumar Naik, a resident of
Dhenkanal, Odisha, Nishant
Jain, a resident of Noida, Uttar
Pradesh, Jitendra Kumar, a res-
ident of Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh
and T Mohan Krishna, a resi-
dent of Tirupati, Andhra
Pradesh.

During investigation, it was
revealed that the accused were
allegedly sharing the links of
Child Sexual Exploitation
Material (CSEM) videos on cer-
tain websites like
https://koflink.com and
https://pdisklink.com among
others. It was revealed that some
individuals were involved in
trading of CSEM material, the
agency said.

The CBI had registered 23
separate cases on Sunday against
83 accused on the allegations
related to online child sexual
abuse and exploitation.

It was alleged that various

syndicates of individuals based
in different parts of India and
foreign countries were indulging
in circulating, storing and view-
ing CSEM through various
social media platforms/groups,
the said.

It was also alleged that per-
sons were disseminating CSEM
by way of sharing links, videos,
pictures, texts, posts and hosting
of such content on social media
groups/platforms and third
party storage/hosting platforms,
it further said.

On Tuesday, searches were
conducted at 77 locations
including Tirupati, Kanekal
(Andhra Pradesh); Delhi;
KonchJalaun, Mau, Chandauli,
Varanasi, Ghazipur,
Siddharthanagar, Moradabad,
Noida, Jhansi, Ghaziabad,
Muzaffarnagar (Uttar
Pradesh);Junagarh, Bhavnagar,
Jamnagar (Gujarat); Sangrur,
Malerkotla, Hoshiarpur, Patiala
(Punjab); Patna, Siwan (Bihar);
Yamuna Nagar, Panipat, Sirsa,
Hisar (Haryana); Bhadrak,
Jajapur, Dhenkanal (Odisha);

Tiruvalure, Coimbatore,
Namkkal, Salem,
Tiruvannamalai (Tamil Nadu);
Ajmer, Jaipur, Jhunjhunu,
Nagaur (Rajasthan); Gwalior
(Madhya Pradesh); Jalgaon,
Salwad, Dhule (Maharashtra);
Korba (Chhattisgarh) and Solan
(Himachal Pradesh) across 14
States in the country at the
premises of accused which led
to recovery of electronic gad-
gets/mobiles/laptops and the
like.

As per preliminary infor-
mation collected, there are more
than 50 groups having more
than 5,000 offenders sharing
child sexual abuse material.
Many of these groups also have
involvement of foreign nation-
als. The probe so far has revealed
that there may be involvement
of nationals of around 100 coun-
tries spread across various con-
tinents.

The CBI is coordinating
with sister agencies through
formal and informal channels
for further progress in the probe,
it added.
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Signifying the ongoing indi-
genisation effort, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi will
formally hand over indige-
nously designed and devel-
oped defence equipment to
the three chiefs of armed forces
in Jhansi on November 19.

At the ceremony, the Prime
Minister will formally give
light combat Helicopter(LCH)
designed and developed by
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) to the Air Force
chief, drones and UAVs built by
Indian startups to the Army
chief, and the Defence Research
and Development
O r g a n i s a t i o n ( D R D O ) -
designed and Bharat
Electronics Limited-manufac-
tured advanced electronic war-
fare(EW) suite for naval ships
to the Navy chief. 

The LCH incorporates
advanced technologies and
stealth features for effective
combat roles, the statement
said, adding the deployment of
Indian UAVs by armed forces

is also a proof of the growing
maturity of the Indian drone
industry ecosystem. The
advanced EW suite will be
used in different naval ships
including destroyers and
frigates. 

Modi will also lay the foun-
dation stone of the �400-crore
project at the Jhansi node of
Uttar Pradesh Defence
Industrial Corridor. The pro-
ject is being executed by Bharat
Dynamics Ltd for setting up a
plant to produce propulsion
systems for anti-tank guided
missiles.

He will launch the National
Cadet Corps(NCC) Alumni
Association with the objective
to provide a formal platform to
enable NCC alumni to recon-
nect with the organisation.
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roll out the Ayushman

CAPFs scheme from

November 19 for cashless med-
ical treatment of paramilitary
personnel across networked

hospitals.
The present system of

reimbursement of medical bills
will stop once it is rolled out
and all payments will be made
via the IT platform of National
Health Authority (NHA). The
scheme will be implemented
fully by the end of this fiscal on
March 31 next year.

The Ayushman CAPFs was
proposed by the NHA in the
meeting of the standing com-
mittee on Ayushman Bharat-
PMJAY on  CAPF/Assam
Rifles on October 27. CAPF
refers to Central Armed Police
Force and includes paramilitary
forces like the CRPF, BSF, ITBP,
CISF, SSB and NSG.

“The Competent Authority
has approved the timeline for
pan-India roll out of 
Ayushman CAPFs proposed by
NHA and accordingly from
19.11.2021 at 00.00 Hrs
onwards, all the payment
against treatments taken by
beneficiaries of Ayushman
CAPFs will be processed only
on NHA’s IT Platform,” reads a
communication from the
Police Division II of Union
Home Ministry dated
November 10 and marked to
the paramilitary forces.

It said the prevailing mech-
anism of medical bill reim-
bursement has to be com-
pletely stopped by the CAPFs
and Assam Rifles with effect

from November 19.
“CAPFs, AR (Assam Rifles

and NSG (National Security
Guard are requested to note the
timelines and the procedure for
reimbursement of medical bills
and to also disseminate the
information to field forma-
tions and force personnel
appropriately.

The rollout of the
Ayushman CAPF that began
on November 11 in CGHS
hospitals in Assam and dis-
continuation of the old reim-
bursement of medical bills will
stop on November 19.

Likewise, the scheme will
be expanded to CGHS hospi-
tals across the country from
November 19 
onwards and culminate in
Ayushman CAPF in public
hospitals (transaction captur-
ing) and linked with PM-JAY
(Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana) on March 31 next year.

Paramilitary officials said
once the Ayushman CAPF is
fully networked with the relat-
ed hospitals, the personnel of
the Forces will have a hassle-
free cashless treatment and
will not have to submit bills or
seek reference from in-house
medical officers for reference to
empaneled hospitals.

Nearly 10 lakh paramilitary
personnel and their depen-
dents are expected to benefit
from the scheme.
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Just as India has started
opening up its economy in

view of declining Covid-19
cases, officials from the World
Health Organisation have cau-
tioned that the delta variant
now represents 99% of
sequenced Covid-19 cases
globally, making it more
prevalent than any other
strain.

The comments about the
widespread prevalence of the
Delta variant which was first
detected in India a little less
than a year ago comes amid an
international increase in
Covid infections driven by
surging cases in Europe.

Delta is believed to be
more than twice as contagious
as previous variants, and stud-
ies have shown that it may be
more likely than the original
virus to put infected people in
the hospital. People who are
not vaccinated are most at
risk, and the highest spread of
cases and severe outcomes is
happening in places with low
vaccination rates. 

Almost all of the up to
900,000 Covid cases
sequenced worldwide over
the last 60 days originated
from the delta strain, Maria
Van Kerkhove, the WHO’s
technical lead on Covid, said
during a Q&A streamed on
the organization’s social media
channels. Europe accounted
for roughly 60% of the more
than 3.3 million new cases in
the world last week, Van
Kerkhove said.

“Delta is really the domi-
nant one,” Van Kerkhove said.
“And there are two variants of
interest – mu and lambda –
that we’ve been tracking as
well, but again, where delta is

present, delta takes over.”  
Van Kerkhove said Europe

represented more than half of
the just under 50,000 global
Covid deaths in the last week,
a 5% increase in fatalities
across the Continent. Covid
cases worldwide have been
increasing over the last four
consecutive weeks, she added.

“The pandemic is heading
in the wrong direction at the
moment,” Van Kerkhove said.

The decreased use of
masks and social distancing
are to blame for Europe’s
surge, Van Kerkhove said at a
briefing last week. She cau-
tioned that societies reopen-
ing across the Northern
Hemisphere this winter could
lead to a rise in respiratory ill-
nesses over the months ahead,
including influenza and other
pathogens.

Select European countries
are bearing the brunt of the
surge. Germany set a record
s e v e n - d a y
average of nearly 39,300 new
cases on Monday, up almost
40% from the week before,
according to a CNBC analysis
of data from Johns Hopkins
University.

The U.K. tallied a weekly
average of more than 38,500
new cases Monday, an
increase of 13% from the pre-
vious week. Seven-day aver-
ages in France and Italy were
both up by nearly 40% as well.
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The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Wednesday

released five International
Training Modules on Planning
for Elections, Political Finance,
Voter Registration, Election
Technology, and Political
Parties & EMBs. This is part of
a total 10 modules under
preparation by India
International Institute of
Democracy and Election
Management (IIIDEM) in col-
laboration with International
Foundation for Electoral
Systems (IFES). The Modules
were virtually launched by
Chief Election Commissioner
Sushil Chandra along with
Election Commissioners Rajiv
Kumar and Anup Chandra
Pandey, along with the
President, IFES,  Anthony
Banbury and his team joining
from Washington, through a
video conference.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Election Commissioner
Chandra emphasised that the
ECI places high value on inno-
vation and technological up-
gradation to ensure meticulous,
accurate, voter friendly imple-
mentation of election process-
es by committed, competent,
credible and skilled managers.
Chandra welcomed the devel-
opment of these well-informed
updated subject specialised
modules for international
trainees who will be trained at
IIIDEM. He appreciated the
wide range of topics being
covered to address the key
dimensions in any election
management process.

Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar spoke about the
importance of these module
designs, considering the ever-
increasing challenges in various
aspects of election administra-
tion as seen internationally
and faced by the Election
Management Bodies world-
wide. 
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With no let up in toxic
smog which has engulfed

parts of Delhi and its adjoining
areas, leaving many with a
congested nose, sore throat
and coughing, ayurveda
experts from the All India
Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) in
the national Capital have sug-
gested that medicinal herbs
like Juffa, found in high moun-
tainous regions, can be effective
in providing protection against
the respiratory problems.

“There are certain herbs
and spices that will not only
ensure good lung health but
also keep respiratory ailments
at bay. Consumption of Juffa
with Tulsi, Cloves, Peepli,
Gojiya, Cinnamon, Kateli,

Baheda, Dried Fig and Unab
can offer relief from mucus and
cough,” informed Dr RP
Prashar, Head of Prashant
Vihar- based Ayurveda
Hospital.

In fact, herbal pharma

giant AIMIL Pharmaceuticals
has prepared Jufex Forte Syrup-
based on these herbs which can
be consumed with lukewarm
water for effective results.

Doctors say that most of
the people troubled by dry

cough are those who are out in
the open for long hours, breath-
ing in the toxic air. They are
usually two-wheeler riders or
those doing field work as part
of their duty. “If the cough lasts
more than three days, then one
should immediately take med-
ical help. It can be a sign of a
serious medical condition,”
warned the doctors.

It has been found that
herbs like Juffa, Tulsi, Bhringraj
and others are useful in cleans-
ing the respiratory pipe,
expelling cough from the body
system. These herbs also help
boost the body’s immunity,
they said.

Senior herbal expert from
the AIIA, Dr Shantanu Kumar
added that on account of air
pollution in Delhi, many peo-

ple are contracting anti-allergy
symptoms which include
cough, mucus, fever and
headache; these if not treated
early can turn contagious.
“Consuming tea and milk con-
taining turmeric, tulsi, ginger,
cloves and black pepper can
help heal the sore throat, and
remove toxic elements from the
body system,” he said.

According to a few
researches, some house plants
too can take in toxins from the
air and purify the air including
bamboo, Erica palm, peace lily
and money plants. Other meth-
ods may include use of beeswax
candles, salt lamps or essential
oils including rosemary, thyme,
oregano, tea tree, lemongrass
and cinnamon to cleanse the
air, according to the studies.
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In yet another embarrassing
order for the Bengal

Government the Calcutta High
Court on Wednesday warned
the State School Service
Commission with CBI investi-
gation and raids by central
forces into its premises even as
it heard a case related to alleged
large-scale irregularities in
appointments of class four
employees. 

Passing a stringent obser-
vation during the hearing
Justice Arijit Gangopadhyay
said that “if necessary” his
court could even get the SSC
office surrounded by the, CICF,
IB, CBI in order “to find out
who is behind this.”

The Justice also said that
her would not allow any mem-
ber of the commission to go

out. “All the information of all
the computers will be checked
by sending it to CBI. No con-
tact can be made with the
regional office during this peri-
od. No computer can be used
without a court order.”

The Court warned that it
would dissolve the entire SSC
if it was required directing the
Government to stop payment
of salary to 19 people of the
Class IV staff whose appoint-
ment procedure was under
cloud. Incidentally, the Court
had in the recent past sum-
moned the Chairman of the
Board of Primary Education
over allegations of irregularities
in the appointment of prima-
ry teachers.

Even as the SSC authorities
contended that the appoint-
ments were not made under
any recommendation post May

4 2019 the Court directed the
authorities to file an affidavit
explaining its conduct.

Different benches of the
High Court have been hearing
hundreds of cases of irregular
appointments at various levels
for the past eight years. There
are allegations that hundreds of
crores had changed hands in
giving appointments to class
four staff and primary and
secondary teachers.

Reacting to the strong
stance taken by the High Court
Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari said it would
be futile to target a few officials
of the SSC because the chain of
corruption went further up to
the highest level of the politi-
cal establishment.

“Nothing will be achieved
by catching some officers of the
SSC or its chairman or the sec-

retary because the they worked
according to the instruction of
the Minister and the Minister
worked as per the directions of
the person who is the second
in command in the Trinamool
Congress … let the investiga-
tion reached the door steps of
these people so that the top-
most echelon of the political
establishment is sent behind
the bar much like Om Prakash
Chautala so that they are sent
to the Tihar Jail,” said Adhikari.

When asked to comment
on the issue, TMC MP Saugato
Roy said that he had heard
about the Court order saying
“if some irregularities have
taken place then that must be
probed and the guilty must be
brought to book … the
Government is of the same
view and it will definitely act
accordingly.”

Kolkata: Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday said that her
Government would ensure that
drinking water reached every
household of the State by the
year 2024. “We performed most
of our promises and it is our
resolve to take drinking water to
every household of the State by
the year 2024,” the Chief
Minister said in an administra-
tive meeting at Barasat north
east of Kolkata. Banerjee also

announced that the most back-
ward region of the State the
Sunderbans would not be con-
verted into an administrative
district. Falling in the delta
region on the mouth of the Bay
of Bengal Sunderbans is criss-
crossed and incised into hun-
dreds of riverine islands creat-
ed by backwaters and branches
of the Hooghly Rive creating
problem for the development
projects to reach the interior
areas of the tiger infested tidal

territory. The region was under
the South 24 Parganas district
with headquartered by Baruipur,
Diamond Harbour and Alipore
in South Kolkata. After notifi-
cation it will be the 24th district
of the State.

“The area is very poor and
backward due to its difficult ter-
rain … after it is made a district
the developmental works will
reach the interior areas and
help people flourish in this
region,” Banerjee said.
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The AIADMK cadre has been
taken aback by statements being

issued by V K Sasikala, former tem-
porary general secretary of the party
and  close aide to late J Jayalalithaa.

Most days, the cadre as well as
the media receive signed statements
from Sasikala who describes herself
as general secretary of the party,
though she has been eased out pf the
post as well as the AIADMK in
September 2017 by Edappadi
Palaniswami and O Panneerselvam,
former chief ministers.

Sasikala’s statements issued on
the letter head of AIADMK that fea-
tures the pictures of C N Annadurai,
M G Ramachandran and J
Jayalalithaa has the artistically carved
signature of Sasikala, who is
described as Puratchi Thai
Chinnamma.  But the statement has

no telephone number or mail id. It
says the statement issued from her
Habibullah Road, T Nagar, Chennai,
camp office making her the only top
office bearer who cannot enter the
head quarters of the party!

Though former Chief Ministers
Edappadi Palaniswami and O
Panneerselvam are said to be not in
the best of terms, there are no
strong indications of OPS making
any positive gestures to Sasikala.

“Sasikala has no relevance in
Tamil Nadu politics as on today. The
major issue is the failure of the Stalin-
led DMK Government in taking
steps to prevent the floods that bat-
tered Chennai and surrounding
areas last week,” said Kolahala
Srenivaas, chief editor, Kolahala TV,
who is a respected political com-
mentator.

He said Sasikala’s roadshows are
all stage managed ones to woo the
party cadre. “She is out of touch with

reality and the cadre would not trust
her at all,” said Srenivaas.

Though there were reports in a
section of the media that Sasikala is
likely to hijack the AIADMK, such
reports have vanished over the last
few weeks. “Even vernacular media
that predicted that she would play
spoilsport for the AIADMK has
started ignoring her statements,”
Srenivaas pointed out.

Doraiswamy Raveendran, Tamil
Nadu’s most sought after commen-
tator is also of the view that Sasikala’s
efforts to make a split in the
AIADMK would not succeed. “She
has a good stature as an aide to
Jayalalithaa. But that alone does not
qualify her as a leader of the party
or the State. Palaniswami and
Panneerselvam would sail together
and lead the AAIADMK. But there
is no space for Sasikala in AIADMK
politics as on today,” said
Raveendran. 

Madhubani (Bihar): Bihar Police on
Wednesday claimed to have cracked
the kidnap and murder case of
Madhubani-based journalist and RTI
activist Avinash Jha alias Buddhinath,
insisting he was killed due to a "love
triangle".   Police have so far arrested
six people, including a woman Purna
Kala Devi. Others arrested have been
identified as Roshan Kumar, Bittu
Kumar, Deepak Kumar, Pawan Kumar
and Manish Kumar.

However, the deceased's family
refused to accept the police's theory.
“The police have planted the story.
They have not arrested the real culprits
involved in the crime just to save the
‘medical mafia' that killed
Buddhinath,” said a family member.
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JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on

Wednesday alleged that a for-
mer Chief Minister from the
Congress, who also desires to
hold the post in the future as
well, was making attempts to
lure in his party leaders, espe-
cially from the old Mysuru
region.

Though Kumaraswamy
did not wish to take the name
of the Congress leader, it
appeared to be directed at for-
mer Chief Minister and now
Leader of the Opposition
Siddaramaiah.                           

There was no reaction as
yet from him or the Congress.
"Yesterday, a MLA friend of
mine came and discussed with
me, saying that a senior
Congress leader who wants to
become Chief Minister and
was also the CM in the past, has
called him twelve times, asking
what he has decided (on join-
ing Congress), stating that
JD(S) has no future,"
Kumaraswamy said.

But the MLA directly
replied that he was 
in JD(S) because of his good
relationship with
Kumaraswamy and not for any
position and politics, he told
reporters.  

Kumaraswamy said the
MLA even showed him details
of the number of times he
received calls from the
Congress leader and said
despite making his stand clear,
the leader kept repeatedly call-
ing him.  

"I'm aware that there have
been constant attempts to
brainwash JD(S) leaders who
have a hold on their con-
stituency, but it will be inef-
fective," he added.

There have been specula-
tions within JD(S) circles that
some of its sitting legislators
and leaders may jump ship to
other parties, ahead of the
2023 assembly polls.

JD(S) MLA from
Chamundeshwari segment G T
Devegowda and Gubbi legisla-
tor S R Srinivas have given
enough indications about join-
ing Congress in the days to
come.  Kumaraswamy who did
not wish to name the Congress
leader, when reporters asked
him, said, "why should I tell the
name?. He is the Congress
leader. I don't want to talk
about anyone. They have been
making efforts for the last
three years. I'm aware of it."
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president Akhilesh Yadav on
Wednesday said he sensed a "wave
of change" in Uttar Pradesh that will
"wipe out" the BJP in the 2022
Assembly polls as he held a 'Vijay
Rath Yatra' on the Purvanchal
Expressway inaugurated a day ago
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

He said the 341-km-long
expressway was initiated by the
Samajwadi Party when it was in
power in the State. He also stated
that the Purvanchal Expressway is
still "incomplete". In a dig at
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, the
Samajwadi Party president claimed
that it was "bulls and bulldozers that
were moving around in the state"
and asked the people would not
they "wipe out bulls and bulldoz-
ers".

Yadav was referring to the
problem of stray cattle in the state
and the Chief Minister's claim of
bulldozers demolishing unautho-
rised properties.

"I see a wave of change in the
state... The BJP will be wiped out.
I can assure you that in the com-
ing days, Uttar Pradesh will see a
change and that will be for peace.
There will definitely be a change in
2022 (Assembly polls)."

"It was the Samajwadi Party's
dream of building the Purvanchal
Expressway to reduce travelling
time between Lucknow and Delhi.
It was to be an expressway of pros-
perity."

Attacking the BJP Government
in Uttar Pradesh, he said that
petrol and diesel have become
costlier under the current dispen-
sation. "These are the very people
who had said that poor with slip-
pers will travel by air. But the way
the prices of diesel and petrol have
gone up, riding a motorcycle has
become difficult."

Referring to the promis-
es the BJP made to the people,
Yadav said, 

"Unemployed youths waited

for jobs for five years. Where are the
jobs? Will the youth not bring a
change? All sections of the society,
be it farmers, labourers and youths,
are ready to bring a change in the
state."

Buoyed by the surging
crowd, the Samajwadi Party chief
said, "This is the beginning, the BJP
will be wiped out. A historical rally
will be held here soon."
Referring to the different shades of
flags of his alliance partners in the
crowds, Yadav said, "I can see red,
yellow, green and blue. It is a rain-
bow of all colours. The Samajwadi
Party takes all the colours along."
He took a dig at the ruling party,

accusing it of being "of one hue and
they cannot take the state on the
path of prosperity."

In an ostensible reference
to a video on social media where
PM Modi is seen in a four-wheel-
er surrounded by his security per-
sonnel in Sultanpur and Adityanath
walking, Yadav said, "It was for the
people to bring them on the road,
but they themselves have started
trodding down that path."

"We have to take this express-
way to Ballia and connect it with
Bihar. When the Samajwadi Party
forms government, it will provide
a better road, mandis and
employment opportunities for the
youth," the Samajwadi Party chief
said.

His alliance partner, Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP) pres-
ident Om Prakash Rajbhar said "the
Government will not change till we
all fight together against it" and
asked people not to rest till the  BJP
is voted out of power. PTI 
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New Delhi:  Minister of State,
Ministry of Culture, Meenakshi
Lekhi launches ‘Vande
Bharatam-Nritya Utsav’ as part
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to
commemorate 75 years of inde-
pendence of India.

Top selected 480 dancers
from the All India Dance
Competition will perform dur-
ing the cultural programme at
Republic Day Parade 2022 at
Rajpath, New Delhi.

The Ministry of Culture
has announced the launch of
‘Vande Bharatam-Nritya Utsav’,
an All-India dance competi-
tion as part of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav.

The prime objective of this
competition is to select the top
dancing talent from across the
country and provide them the
opportunity to perform during
the cultural programme at the
Republic Day Parade 2022. This
final performance will take place
on January 26, 2022 at Rajpath,
India Gate (New Delhi).

Meenakshi Lekhi
announced this during a press
briefing in New Delhi while also
launching the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav Mobile App.

Minister Lekhi said on the
occasion, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has regularly
stressed that during this 75th
year celebrations, we should
celebrate and showcase our cul-
tural greatness as well as provide
a vision of bright future of India
through the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav."
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Kota (Rajasthan): Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Wednesday lashed out at the
Centre holding it responsible
for the incessant rice in prices
of essential commodities and
also for bringing down the rev-
enue of States. 

He urged the Central
Government to formulate poli-
cies that strengthened the states
and raised their revenue. 
Addressing a public Assembly
at Jorwarpura village in Pipalda
area of Kota district, Gehlot
claimed that the rise in prices
was because of the Centre's
"faulty policies" and that the
country was witnessing such
steep hikes for the first time
since Independence. 

"The prices of petrol and
diesel continued to rise and
crossed �100 per litre. They
now cost around �113-�115
per litre. With the recent cut
announced by the Centre on
the excise tax, Rajasthan is set
to lose around �550 crore," he
said.

The Chief Minister, how-
ever, urged the Narendra Modi-
led government to further
reduce the fuel prices by � 10-
15 per litre, saying though this
would mean a loss of around
�3,500 crore for the state, his
government would bear it "in
public interest". G e h l o t
said it was not fair on the part
of the Centre to pressure the
states to reduces taxes but it was
the responsibility of the central
government to strengthen the
states and formulate policies
that would raise their revenue. 

He alleged the central gov-
ernment had reduced the state's
share in several schemes. 

The Chief Minister, accom-
panied by president of

Rajasthan Congress Govind
Singh Dotasra, landed in a
helicopter here and inspected
the 'Prashasan Gaon Ke Sangh'
camp being held in the gram
panchayat. At least
22 departments of the state
government have set up their
counters to sort out revenue,
land, pension, water and elec-
tricity connection-related issues
among others of the people. 

The Chief Minister
reviewed the working of these
counters and took feedback
from the people. 

He handed over a wheel-
chair to a local specially-abled
woman, Manjubai, asked her
the reason for her disability and
gently pushed her in the wheel-
chair in order to explain how
it worked.  Gehlot
termed the 'Prashashan Gaon
Ke Sangh' camp a great success
in addressing the grievances of
the public. 

At least 5,941 camps under
the initiative have been organ-
ised so far in 352 panchyats of
the state and over 6.09 lakh
cases of mutation, 5.6 lakh
cases of record correction, over
4,900 cases of residential land
allotment, 6.55 lakh cases of
various certificates, 70,000
cases of social security pension
and over 31,300 cases of dispute
over ways have been sorted out,
he claimed.

Mathura (UP): The Akhil Bharat Hindu Mahasabha has
announced that it will install an idol of Lord Krishna at the
deity's “actual birthplace”, which it claims is in the mosque
close to a prominent temple here.

Hindu Mahasabha leader Rajyashri Choudhary said the
idol will be installed after a “maha jalabhishek” on
December 6 to “purify” the place.

The date picked by the right-wing organisation marks
the demolition in 1992 of Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, the site
of a temple-mosque dispute.

The Mahasabha threat to perform the ritual inside the
Shahi Idgah comes at a time when the local courts are hear-
ing a series of petitions seeking the “removal" of the 17th
century mosque, close to the Katra Keshav Dev temple.
Hindu Mahasabha leader Rajyashri Choudhary, 
however, denied there was any link between the 1992 event
and organisation's Mathura plan. Water from the holy rivers
will be brought for the "maha jalabhishek", she 
said. PTI
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Kerala’s Thrissur city, and his
efforts to get a Padma award
formed the plot of the hilari-
ous film. Pranchiyettan hands
over �1.5 crore to a conman
who promises him a Padma
Shri. Needless to say that
Pranchiyettan did not make it
to the list and the conman did
a vanishing act with the
money. It is said that the story
was based on a real-life inci-
dent in which an expatriate
from Thrissur paid �4.5 crore
to get a Padma award.

The Padma honours come
with a lot of dos and don’ts.
The awardees are not allowed
to display the titles on their let-
ter pads or visiting cards.
There is no cash incentive of
any kind with the Padmas. The
awardees do not stand any
chance in getting a railway
reservation ticket confirmed or
preference of any kind in pub-
lic dealings.

The only honour awaiting
the awardees comes after they
pass away. The State
Government is bound to give
them full honours when the
last rites of the awardees are
performed. The policemen
would offer a gun salute as the
band plays The Last Post.
While the award winner’s body
is consumed by fire or lowered

in the soil, the police would fire
a volley of shots  which official-
ly marks the conclusion of the
“eventful” lives of these “great
sons and daughters”.

Bobby Chemmanur, a
business baron in Kerala’s
Thrissur, was heard telling a
television interviewer that he
was offered the Padma Shri by
“persons in high places”. He
said: “But when I was asked to
pay �50 lakh to meet the ini-
tial expenses, I said no. I am
happy with the kind of recog-
nition and adulation people
give me.” He took people by
surprise when he brought to
Thrissur the iconic
Argentinian footballer Diego
Maradona.

Since 2015, the selection of
Padma awardees is based on
the votes/nominations they
receive on the Government of
India website. Any member of
the public can nominate the
person of their choice for the
civilian honours and there is
no need to wait for the ‘kind-
ness’ of the State Government.
Those bagging the maximum
number of nominations stand
the chance to win the Padma
awards. It is not known
whether the process is fool-
proof or not. But there has
been a noteworthy change

since 2016. A female tribal
physician, another female
Kalaripayattu exponent, a folk-
lore artist, a visually impaired
primary school teacher and a
Harijan Gandhian (who were
all unsung, unheard of) have
made it to the list of the
Padma awardees.

Interestingly, there is a
retired top bureaucrat who
played a major role for years in
handpicking the awardees.
Pejawar Murari, former secre-
tary to the President who was
instrumental in organising the
swearing-in ceremonies of
three Prime Ministers (VP
Singh, Chandra Shekhar and
PV Narasimha Rao) and who
was the last word in selecting
the Padma awardees, stays in
his Chennai home surround-
ed by his favourite books and
taken care of by his wife, Sita.
In his eighties, Murari still
retains the old charm as well
as the ‘stiff upper lip’. He bursts
out laughing when asked: “Sir,
don’t you aspire for a Padma
honour?” That is P
Murari…He doesn’t care a
hoot for honours of any kind.

(The writer is a senior
journalist working as a Special
Correspondent with The
Pioneer. The views expressed
are personal.) 
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Sir — Air pollution has been troubling us
for decades, but this year it is alarmingly
high and Delhi-NCR is on the top of this
scourge. It is a serious health emergency
and people are suffering. Hospitals are full
of patients with breathing problems.
Pollution is all around us in different forms
but we always put the onus on others. The
farmers alone should not be blamed for
air pollution. Air and other types of pol-
lution are caused by several man-made
activities like industrial smoke, use of coal
for electricity, vehicular emissions etc.

The Government must come up with
some innovative pollution control strate-
gies. People too will have to sacrifice their
comforts for pollution control. We must
encourage electric vehicles and cycles, gen-
erate electricity through solar energy
rather than coal-firing thermal power sta-
tions and replace stubble burning by sus-
tainable means. Stubble can be collected
and transported to factories and used as
raw material for a variety of things.
Startups can be encouraged in this regard.
The Supreme Court had asked the Centre
to call for an emergency meeting to take
measures to curb toxicity in the air but no
concrete measures have been taken yet. 

Shashank Patil | Ujjain
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Sir — Actor Kangana Ranaut has defend-
ed her rant that Britain “gave”
Independence to India in 1947 as a
“bheek” or alms, mocking Mahatma
Gandhi’s mantra of Ahimsa (non-violence),
that offering the other cheek gets you
“bheek” but not freedom. In the ‘indepen-
dent' India of her vision, where she is patro-
nised, Kangana Ranaut enjoys the unbri-
dled freedom to demean the freedom
struggle, freedom fighters and the freedom
obtained from the colonial rulers itself,
unabashedly. However, Kangana Ranaut
should read what Albert Einstein had said
of Mahatma Gandhi, “Generations to
come will scarcely believe that such a one
as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon
this earth.” But no one will be surprised,
if she chose to rubbish Einstein’s words, too.  

It would be foolish if one thought that

the ruling BJP Government will classify
Kangana Ranaut’s sacrilegious com-
ments as sedition. Centre has always
looked the other way when Gandhi’s
killers were repeatedly lionised, indepen-
dent India’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru was relentlessly vilified
and Muslims were demonised in virulent
hate speeches. Kangana sees Narendra
Modi’s assumption of power in May 2014
as the dawn of the independent ‘Hindu
Rashtra’. It was not surprising that Padma
Shri Kangana Ranaut thought to pooh-
pooh India’s freedom struggle. 

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode

����	��	���	����	�
�����
���			
Sir — After the violence and chaos follow-
ing the Taliban’s annexation of Kabul in
August, things seemed to be falling in place
in Afghanistan. However, it will require a
long, long time before the Taliban can
infuse some sort of hope, if any, in peo-
ple of the country. Domestic Taliban
engagement is only one side of the story.

Interrelated are the widespread repercus-
sions of the Taliban rule far and across the
country's borders. Dangerous radicalisa-
tion, mindless extremism and cross bor-
der infiltration are grave issues that need
to be addressed on a war-footing. Going
by the background of the militant outfit,
one cannot blame the countries of the
region for feeling threatened by the pres-
ence of the Taliban in Afghanistan.

Terror breeds on opportunities and
convenience. Not only countries like
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan,
which share land borders with
Afghanistan, but other countries of the
sensitive region of Asia cannot waver an
inch on terror. That precisely is why the
central Asian countries should shed past
animosities and go on an interactive mode
with regards to Afghanistan, though it is
better said than done. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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As the COVID-19 pan-
demic subsides, a new
type of fever has
gripped Kerala and

Tamil Nadu. It is the Padma fever!
The craving for civilian honours
— the Padma Shri, Padma
Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan,
which would be declared on the
eve of the Republic Day — knows
no bounds in these States. It is
only in Kerala and Tamil Nadu
that one comes across people
with a passion for honorific titles,
such as a Doctor or Padma win-
ner. Though former Chief
Minister, late M Karunanidhi,
was a school dropout, he want-
ed people to address him as ‘Dr
Kalaignar’.

The fancy for recognition
plays a major role in the passion
for these awards. Mostly the
nouveau riche chase these awards,
which do not carry any cash prize
or material benefits. The Padma
awardees get importance in war-
rant of protocols in public func-
tions.

The Padma awards seek to
recognise achievements in all
fields where an element of pub-
lic service is involved. “The rec-
ommendations for the Bharat
Ratna are made by the Prime
Minister to the President of
India. No formal recommenda-
tions for the Bharat Ratna are
necessary. The Padma Awards are
conferred on the recommenda-
tions made by the Padma Awards
Committee, which is constituted
by the Prime Minister every
year. The nomination process is
open to the public. Even self-
nomination can be made,” states
the Government of India notifi-
cation in this regard.

Since 2015, the Union
Government has changed the
rules/procedures for selecting
the awardees. Earlier, the State
Governments were asked to send
a list of names, from which the
Centre picked the persons for the
Padma honours. But this was not
at all a transparent process. A
Malayalam feature film,
Pranchiyettan And The Saint
(2010), directed by Ranjit, a
CPI(M) fellow traveller, por-
trayed vividly the nuances of get-
ting a Padma award.

Pranchiyettan, a self-made
but uneducated entrepreneur in
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Any kind of progress is a
miracle, not of the
divine kind, but of a

very much human variety. In
fact, it can be said that only
humans can work miracles!
For a God, any remarkable
event would be a straightfor-
ward capability, and so not
really an odds-defying miracle. 

Indeed, so much of
astounding progress seems a
fluke; a matter of pure luck.
How many governments had
a program running to discov-
er a better alternative to lamps
and candles? Yet, a self-taught
tinkerer succeeds on his own
whim and motivation. And
electrifies the world with his
bulb, made correctly after
several hundred attempts!

There is so much zig-zag
in human affairs, both at an
individual as well as collective

level, that it leaves us often
wondering if there is actual-
ly a direction. Though educa-
tion, life expectancy and
access to opportunity are
improving for more and more
people, humankind is
nonetheless not on a steady
march but in an irregular
lurch towards progress. How
well can a novel written in
mid-1970s America convey
this?

When it's by Alice Walker
of 'The Color Purple' fame,
her name on the cover is
enough to compel one to
pick it up. "Meridian" is the
name of a young woman;
Meridian Hill, who grows up
in the South around the mid-
dle of the 20th century. She
has some academic aptitude
though she comes from a
labourer family. She gets lucky

with a second chance at a
good education by going on a
scholarship to a reputed col-
lege. She'd been expelled a
couple of years earlier from
high school for getting preg-
nant. 

On campus, she has
friends who are active minds,
enquiring into social inequal-
ity, history and law. Over a
period of time, she becomes
a Civil Rights picketer, and an

activist supporter for black
rights. Drafting petitions,
cooking, typing, nursing, can-
vassing, protesting...she is in
the thick of it all. 

The middle of the book is
about the personal vicissitudes
in these young lives as they try
to earn money, help their
friends, cope with their own
emotions, and continue their
political activity.

The rights campaigners
are greeted with cynicism
and derision, seen as deluded
dreamers, and there are many
community members who
cling to comforts — the bot-
tle, the weed, their local pas-
tor, or vices that occupy their
time. Most have no education.
The few beliefs they have are
religious ones learnt from
their family and local commu-
nity. Nothing in their lives or

their grandparents' lives could
inspire any optimism regard-
ing society. 

Still, social change is tak-
ing place. Individuals with
upward mobility are taking up
careers in the church, the
legal profession, and in teach-
ing. 

White America is brutal
on the activists, using violence
against non-violent protesters.
Through Meridian, we see it
all — the community that has
to be mobilized, the momen-
tum of the Civil Rights
marchers, the turmoil in per-
sonal lives compounded with
the unrest around them -
and we see how people change
expectations over time. 

It's simplistic to categorize
individuals into conservatives
and radicals, because there are
people like Meridian's moth-

er who's a generous, extreme-
ly hard-working person but
doesn't set store by political
change. Her devoutness has
already equipped her to for-
bear her lot and consider it
still to be morally better than
that of any exploiter. 

The last quarter of the
book is powerful. It has
poignant scenes like the
crowds milling into the
church for a glimpse of
Martin Luther King Jr. during
the funeral service for him. 

Much older now, and the
Movement in a different
phase, Meridian happens to
step into a church, and hears
the preacher speak in the
very style and language of
Martin Luther King to the
congregation. She feels a dif-
ference in the body language
of the attendees. She senses

that the civil rights movement
now has the majority of the
community with it.

"...she actually felt as if the
rich and racist of the world
should stand in fear of her,
because she - though appar-
ently weak and penniless, a lit-
tle crazy and without power -
was yet of a resolute and rel-
atively fearless character,
which, sufficient in its calm
acceptance of its own pur-
pose, could bring the might-
iest country to its knees."

The takeaway is that
social reform requires street
tactics, diplomacy, the spread
of its message, legal petitions,
the support of community
elders, the backing of youth,
and the hope of success to
make headway. Perhaps today,
the use of digital platforms is
a contributing factor too.
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(The writer is a creative director,
advertising faculty, 

and an amateur epistemologist.
The views expressed 

are personal.)
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The election scenario in Uttar
Pradesh is hotting up. Leaders of
major political parties are out
wooing the voters. Akhilesh

Yadav has started his Vijay Yatra claiming
that people have already written a requiem
for the BJP and that the return of the
Samajwadi Party is inevitable. Priyanka
Gandhi is on a whirlwind tour of Uttar
Pradesh, meeting people, exhorting party
workers to unite and project Congress as
the only alternative BJP in UP as well as
at the national level. 

On the other hand, BJP leaders, led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah are holding
meetings, inaugurating projects, and
stressing the importance of double-engine
government. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath is injecting the dose of
Hindutva with freebies. The scheme of free
ration among the poor has been extend-
ed till March 2022 (by the time elections
will be over) and also released money to
the accounts for parents of school-going
children to purchase uniforms. This way,
every parent whose ward is studying in a
state-run or government-aided school will
get Rs 1,100.

The aggressiveness in the election
campaign shows the desperation among
the parties to do well in this politically sen-
sitive state. This is clear that the future of
these parties is at stake and the Uttar
Pradesh elections will decide the role of
these parties in national politics.

The BJP leadership has accepted this
stark reality as Amit Shah during his
recent rally said that if you want to bring
Modi back to power in 2024 vote for Yogi
in Uttar Pradesh in 2022. Though he gave
this statement in Varanasi, Modi's parlia-
mentary constituency, it shows how much
the future of BJP hinges on the result of
the Uttar Pradesh elections. The Modi
government is bound to lose the political
command if BJP loses Uttar Pradesh. The
barbs would be more stringent and every
decision of the Prime Minister would be
put under the microscope. The
Opposition is already questioning BJP's
losses in Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka
bye-elections and a further loss in Uttar
Pradesh would enthuse the opposition and
give them hope that they can topple BJP
in the 2024 general elections.

The scenario would not be different
for Priyanka Gandhi and Congress. The
leadership quotient of the sister-brother
duo is at stake in Uttar Pradesh. The defeat
of the party in the last decade and a half
has led to erosion of the party's base.
Dalits, Muslims, and upper castes who
were the quintessential support group of
Congress till the mid-80s gradually shift-
ed to the Bahujan Samaj Party, Samajwadi
Party, and BJP, respectively. Despite the
Congress-led UPA government ruling
India for 10 years till 2014, the party's
reliance on the Samajwadi Party and
Bahujan Samaj Party to run the
Manmohan Singh government at the
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Centre allowed these parties to gain
in Uttar Pradesh at the expense of
Congress. In the passage of time,
Congress lost mass support, which
it once enjoyed in Uttar Pradesh.

In this scenario, it will be a
Herculean task for Priyanka Gandhi
to revive the party. In the last assem-
bly elections, Congress had won just
seven seats in the 403-member
assembly but now is left with only
five members. In the present sce-
nario, even winning two dozen
seats would be a great victory for
the party. This is an onerous task
and if Priyanka fails to achieve the
result, questions would be raised
about her leadership quality. The
voice of discontent would start ema-
nating within the party demanding
a change in leadership.  

Similar is the case with
Samajwadi Party. Akhilesh knows
that a loss in this assembly election
would further push him to obliv-
ion and questions would be raised
over his leadership. The Samajwadi
Party had lost the 2014 and 2019
Lok Sabha elections and 2017
assembly elections which it contest-
ed under Akhilesh's leadership. In
2017 the SP had forged an alliance
with Congress and in 2019 the
party contested as an ally with BSP.
The experiment failed and this time
Akhilesh has decided to go with
small parties instead of allying with
big political players.

The silhouette of Akhilesh's
plan was visible in a rally in
Ambedkar nagar where two senior
BSP leaders - Ram Achal Rajbhar
and Lalji Verma - joined the
Samajwadi Party. In that rally,

Akhilesh gave a call to merge B R
Ambedkar and Ram Manohar
Lohia. The subtle declaration
shows an attempt of the Samajwadi
Party to turn a new leaf in caste-
based identity politics with a des-
perate attempt to forge a Dalit-
backward social coalition.

This is not the first time that
such an experiment has been tried
in Uttar Pradesh. Earlier, it was
BSP's patriarch Kashi Ram who
carved out a larger Dalit-Bahujan
coalition of Scheduled Castes and
OBCs. The experiment yielded
results in 1993 when the Samajwadi
Party and BSP came together to
defeat BJP at the peak of the Ram
Temple movement to form a coali-
tion government. 'Mile Mulayam
Kanshi Ram, hawameinudgaye Jai
Shri Ram' was the common refrain
at that time. In 2007, through her
focus on Sarva Samaj, Mayawati
succeeded in enlisting the support
of sections of the extremely back-
ward castes and won a clear major-
ity on her own. The political pun-
dits called it the magic of social
engineering where the Dalits
stitched an alliance with backward
and upper castes.

In this election, Akhilesh Yadav
wants to revive the same magic and
has given a call for the coming
together of the followers of Dr. BR
Ambedkar and Ram Manohar
Lohia to protect the honour of the
Dalits and OBCs and ensuring
their due representation in the
power structure. This declaration
is made with a design because
Other Backward Castes (OBCs) are
bound to play an important role as

they played in the 2019 general
elections and 2017 assembly elec-
tions. BJP came to power only
because it was able to garner good
support of OBC because it stitched
effective alliances with small but
caste-based parties. Samajwadi
Party has thrived largely on a
Yadav-Muslim core base. When
non-Yadav OBCs supported M-Y
social equation, Akhilesh came to
power in the 2012 assembly elec-
tions. Since the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, the non-Yadav OBCs
have veered around to the BJP and
Akhilesh's slogan is an attempt to
bring this OBC vote bank back to
the SP umbrella.

In this edition of the election,
Akhilesh has already forged an
alliance with small parties like
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) of Om Prakash Rajbhar. It
is also in alliance with Mahan Dal
led by Keshav Prasad Maurya and
in western UP it has declared its
alliance with Rashtriya Lok Dal.

About BSP, no one questions
the support Mayawati enjoys
among Dalits. It will be erroneous
to write off the Bahujan Samaj
Party as the party has committed
a vote bank of over 20 per cent. The
party has successfully carried out
Brahmin Sammelans across the
state but the way senior party
leaders, including legislators, have
left BSP and joined Samajwadi
Party reflects the eroding base.
Mayawati is yet to start the cam-
paign, once she starts moving
from one district to another the
groundswell in her support cannot
be ruled out.

(The writer is Political
Editor, The Pioneer,
Lucknow. The views

expressed are personal.)
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WASHINGTON: The US’ rela-
tionship with India is deepen-
ing, a top Republican Senator
has said, as he supported grow-
ing calls for a presidential
CAATSA waiver to New Delhi
on the purchase of S-400 mis-
siles from Russia.

The S-400 is known as
Russia’s most advanced long-
range surface-to-air missile
defence system.

Senator Tommy Tuberville
said he favours granting India
a sanctions waiver for its pur-
chase of the Russian S-400
missile-defence system.

“Our relationship with
India is deepening. We met
with Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi and high-
ranking officials to discuss
Chinese aggressions toward
India,” Senator Tommy
Tuberville said on Tuesday.

The Senator was part of a
Congressional delegation to
India and Southeast Asia to
have a firsthand impression of
the dangers being posed by
China in the region.

Talking about CAATSA, he
said, “I think it should be”
waived,” Politico reported on

Monday.
“We would have loved (for

them) to have an Aegis system
or a Patriot system . But they
decided to go another direc-
tion. So we’ll see what Congress
and President Biden say about
this,” he was quoted as saying.

The US has expressed its
“concern” over the delivery of
S-400 Triumf surface-to-air
missile systems from Russia to
India.

The Biden administration
has not yet clarified whether it
will impose sanctions on India
under the provisions of the
Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act (CAATSA) for procuring
the S-400 missile systems.

The CAATSA, which was
brought in 2017, provides for
punitive actions against any
country engaged in transac-
tions with Russian defence and
intelligence sectors.

In October 2018, India
had signed a USD 5 billion deal
with Russia to buy five units of
the S-400 air defence missile
systems, despite a warning
from the then Trump admin-
istration that going ahead with

the contract may invite US
sanctions.

The US has already
imposed sanctions on Turkey
under the CAATSA for the
purchase of a batch of S-400
missile defence systems from
Russia. PTI

London: The World Health
Organization says coronavirus
deaths in Europe rose by 5% in
the last week, making it the
only region in the world where
Covid-19 mortality increased. 

The U.N. health agency
said confirmed cases jumped
6% jump globally, driven by
increases in the Americas,
Europe and Asia.

In its weekly report on the

pandemic issued late Tuesday,
WHO said COVID-19 deaths
in all regions other than Europe
remained stable or declined,
and totalled 50,000 worldwide
last week. Of the 3.3 million
new infections reported, 2.1
million came from Europe.

It was the seventh consec-
utive week that COVID-19
cases continued to mount
across the 61 countries WHO

counts in its European region,
which stretches through Russia
to central Asia.

While about 60% of people
in Western Europe are fully
immunized against COVID-
19, only about half as many are
vaccinated in the eastern part
of the continent, where officials
struggle to overcome wide-
spread vaccine hesitancy.

said infections have been

falling in Africa, the Middle
East and Southeast Asia since
July.

Within Europe, WHO said
the highest numbers of new
cases were in Russia, Germany
and Britain. It noted that deaths
jumped by 67% in Norway and
by 38% in Slovakia.

The health agency previ-
ously described Europe as
being the epicenter of the

ongoing pandemic and warned
that there could be 500,000
more deaths by January if
urgent actions aren’t taken.

In the last week, Austria,
the Netherlands and some
other countries reintroduced
some lockdown measures to try
to slow infections, while the
U.K. decided to roll out boost-
er doses to everyone over age
40. PTI

Kabul: Two explosions hit the
Afghan capital Kabul on
Wednesday, killing at least one
person and wounding at least
six, including three women,
Taliban officials and residents
said.

One car bomb blast in
Dasht-e Barchi, a heavily Shi’ite
Muslim area of western Kabul,
killed a civilian and wounded
six, interior ministry
spokesman Qari Sayeed Khosty
said in a tweet.

There was no confirmation
of casualty numbers and one
Taliban official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
seven people had been killed
and nine wounded.

A second explosion was
also reported in the nearby
Karte 3 area, local residents

said. A Taliban official said
security forces were still gath-
ering information.

Images posted on social
media showed a car destroyed
by flames as well as twisted
wreckage.

The explosions added to a
series of blasts to hit Kabul in
recent days, with Shi’ite areas in
the west of the city targeted sev-
eral times.

There was no claim of
responsibility but Islamic State
militants have claimed several
attacks on Shi’ite targets includ-
ing mosques.

Mohammad Nabi, a resi-
dent of Dashti Barchi, said it
appeared that the second
explosion had also caused casu-
alties but there were no imme-
diate details. PTI
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Washington: China is engaged
in a “border war” with India and
is posing a grave threat to its
neighbours, top Republican law-
maker John Cornyn has told the
U.S. Senate, giving details of his
visit to New Delhi and Southeast
Asia to understand the chal-
lenges faced by countries in the
region.

Senator Mr. Cornyn, who is
also the India Caucus Co-Chair,
and his Congressional colleagues
have just returned from a visit to
India and Southeast Asia where-
in they had a firsthand experi-
ence of the challenges being
posed by China.

“The most urgent and grave
threats are against countries
closer to China’s borders,” Mr.
Cornyn told members of the
Senate on Tuesday.

“Last week, I had the chance
to lead a congressional delegation
visiting Southeast Asia to gain a
better understanding of the
threats and challenges in the
region,” he said.

“It (China) threatens free-
dom of navigation in interna-
tional waters, and it’s guilty of
gross human rights abuses
against its own people, namely
the Muslim minority Uyghurs.
It’s engaged in a border war with

India and it threatens to invade
the Republic of China, otherwise
known as Taiwan,” Mr. Cornyn
said. Mr. Cornyn said that they
travelled to India where “we met
with Prime Minister (Narendra)
Modi and Cabinet officials to
discuss threats posed by China
as well as other shared priorities.”
The border standoff between the
Indian and Chinese militaries
erupted on May 5 last year fol-
lowing a violent clash in the
Pangong lake areas and both
sides gradually enhanced their
deployment by rushing in tens of
thousands of soldiers as well as
heavy weaponry. PTI
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Dubai: The president of long-
haul carrier Emirates said
Tuesday that an initial public
offering of stock in the Dubai-
based airline could happen as
the city-state tries to boost its
local financial market, while
promising that its fleet of icon-
ic double-decker jumbo jets
would soon ply the skies again.

Chicago-based manufac-
turer Boeing Co. meanwhile
announced its first major sale
at the Dubai Air Show, selling
nearly USD9 billion worth of
737 MAXs to India’s Akasa Air.
European plane maker Airbus
reached an agreement valued
over USD3.3 billion to sell 28
new aircraft to Kuwait’s Jazeera
Airways. Tim Clark of state-
owned Emirates told reporters
at the aviation show that a pro-
posal to sell shares of Emirates
“is out there” after his boss,
Emirates chairman Sheikh
Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum,
commented on the possibility.

The city-state this month
announced plans to list elec-
tricity company and other gov-
ernment-backed firms to raise
liquidity and expand the local
Dubai Financial Market so it
can compete with bigger coun-
terparts in the region.

The market also has seen
major players go private in
recent months, as well as a
fraud investigation target one
major real estate developer
listed in Dubai. PTI
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LONDON: Consumer prices in the United Kingdom surged at
the fastest rate in nearly a decade in October amid soaring ener-
gy costs, official figures showed Wednesday, a development that
has cemented market expectations that the Bank of England will
raise interest rates next month.

The Office for National Statistics said inflation accelerated
to 4.2% in the 12 months through October, from 3.1% the pre-
vious month. The bigger-than-expected increase pushed infla-
tion to its highest level since November 2011 and means most
people will be enduring a drop in living standards in the run-
up to Christmas as household incomes get stretched.

Because inflation is running at more than double the Bank
of England’s target rate of 2%, the central bank is under pres-
sure to raise interest rates to try to curb the price surges by cool-
ing the economy. It had been widely expected to become the first
central bank among the leading industrial nations to raise inter-
est rates earlier this month but held off because of some unease
about the outlook for unemployment. AP
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London: Air filtration significantly reduces the presence of air-
borne SARS-CoV-2 in Covid-19 wards of hospitals, according
to a study. Researchers at the University of Cambridge in the UK
placed an air filtration machine in Covid-19  wards, and found
that it removed almost all traces of airborne SARS-CoV-2.

The finding opens up the possibility of setting standards for
cleaner air to reduce the risk of airborne transmission of infec-
tions, they said.

The researchers noted that there has been a steady rise in
the evidence that the SARS-CoV-2 virus can be transmitted
through the air in small droplets called aerosols.

However, as hospitals have seen their capacity over-
whelmed, they have been forced to manage many of their
COVID-19 patients in repurposed ‘surge’ wards, which often lack
the ability to change the air with a high frequency, they said. PTI
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Bank credit grew by 7.14 per
cent to �111.64 lakh crore

and deposits increased by 11.42
per cent to �160.49 lakh crore
in the fortnight ended
November 15, 2021, RBI data
showed. In the fortnight ended
November 6, 2020, bank loans
stood at �104.19 lakh crore and
deposits at �144.03 lakh crore,
according to the RBI's
Scheduled Banks' Statement
of Position in India as on
November 5, 2021, data
released on Wednesday.  In the
previous fortnight ended
October 22, 2021, bank credit
had grown by 6.84 per cent and
deposits by 9.94 per cent. In
FY2020-21, bank credit had
risen by 5.56 per cent and
deposits by 11.4 per cent. 
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Key stock indices Sensex
and Nifty declined by more

than half a per cent for a sec-
ond straight day on Wednesday
due to profit booking in bank-
ing, oil & gas and pharma
stocks amid lingering worries
over inflation. 

The 30-share index ended
314.04 points or 0.52 per cent
lower at 60,008.33 as 20 of its
components ended with losses.
The index moved between a
high of 60,426.61 and a low of
59,944.77 during the day. 

The broader Nifty of the
National Stock Exchange
declined by 100.55 points or
0.56 per cent to close at
17,898.65.

Axis Bank was the top
loser in the Sensex pack, shed-
ding around 2 per cent.
Reliance Industries declined
by 1.91 per cent, Kotak Bank by
1.51 per cent, Bharti Airtel by
1.39 per cent and Titan by 1.2
per cent.

Among others, HDFC
Bank, HDFC, Dr Reddy's, Sun
Pharma, TCS, and HCL Tech

also declined.
On the other hand, Maruti

remained the top gainer among
Sensex scrips for a second day,
rising by 2.77 per cent. Asian
Paints and PowerGrid rose
more than 2 per cent. 
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday

said there are clear signs of an
uptick in the economy and the
industry should now start tak-
ing risks and invest in capaci-
ty creation that will help cut
reliance on imports.

“I appeal to industry not
to further delay increasing
capacity, not to further delay
looking at areas to partner in

technology,” she said while
addressing CII Global
Economic Policy Summit 2021.
She also asked the industry to
offer jobs to reduce income dis-
parity and cut down on import-
ing finished goods reduce and
instead ramp up investment in
manufacturing. “At a time
when India is looking at impe-
tus to growth, I want Indian
industry to be a lot more risk-
taking and understand what
India wants,” she said.
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Even though the overall out-
look for corporates have

improved on the back of faster
than expected recovery, and the
same is likely to gain further
traction in H2 but the rising
commodity prices and logistics
cost pose headwinds to their
profitability, a report said with-
out quantifying it.

The economy has made a
faster turnaround with the

impact of the pandemic fading
and favourable financing and
external demand conditions.
This has many analysts revis-
ing up their real GDP growth
forecast for the year.

Earlier in the day, Swiss
brokerage UBS Securities
revised upwards their growth
projection for FY22 to 9.5 per
cent growth, from the 8.9 per
cent they projected in
September. Meanwhile,
PMEAC chairman Bibek

Debroy sees the economy clip-
ping at 10 per cent.

In a report on Wednesday,
rating agency India Ratings
said entities with a strong mar-
ket share and healthy balance
sheet will continue to show
strong earnings in H2,
although margin may moder-
ate, commodities dependent
sectors will face challenges in
the complete pass-through of
input prices. 
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India's apex Hospitality
Association - Federation of

Hotel & Restaurant
Associations of India (FHRAI)
has submitted a representation,
requesting Prime Minister

Narendra Modi to provide
immediate relief to the
Hospitality industry from the
abnormal increase in the cost
of Liquid Petroleum Gas
(LPG).The Association has
requested that the tax rate
charged on LPG supplied to

standalone restaurants be
reduced from the current 18
per cent to 5 per cent.

It has stated that since
standalone restaurants are not
allowed to claim ITC, this
move will help reduce the cost
burden on restaurants.
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Union Cabinet on approved
the construction of 32,152

km of roads at a cost of �33,822
crore and mobile connectivity
in 7,287 uncovered villages
across five states at an estimat-
ed cost of �6,466 crore by
establishing mobile towers.
Noting that a better road net-
work brings with it several
benefits, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said Cabinet's
decision on expanding road
network will enhance rural

development and help remote
areas of the northeast as well as
areas affected by the Left Wing
Extremism.  “An important
Cabinet decision, which will
take the fruits of technology to
our Aspirational Districts across
five states and contribute to
social empowerment," Modi
said. Briefing media on the
�6,466 crore worth mobile
phone towers in remote areas,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur said
these uncovered villages of 44
aspirational districts across five

states of Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra and Odisha will
get 4G-based mobile services.
"So, a total 7,287 uncovered vil-
lages will get telecom towers
and services, and lakhs of peo-
ple will get connectivity,"
Thakur said.  The work related
to provision of 4G mobile ser-
vices in identified uncovered
villages would be awarded
through an open competitive
bidding process as per extant
Universal Service Obligations
Fund (USOF) procedures. 
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Mumbai: The rupee pared
initial losses to settle 9 paise
higher at 74.28 against the US
dollar on Wednesday on
lower crude oil prices.

A strong dollar in over-
seas markets and losses in
equity markets capped gains
in the local currency.At the
interbank forex market, the
local unit opened on a weak
note at 74.51 against the
greenback. The unit rebound-
ed fromthe lows later to set-
tle at 74.28, higher by 9 paise
over its previous close of
74.37. PTI
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In the context of the media and entertainment
industry, one could easily argue that the past

few months have been largely revolutionary. With
country-wide lockdowns in place due to Covid-
19, consumers demanded more and better con-
tent and OTT platforms helped in filling the void
quite effectively. According to IBEF (India
Brand Equity Foundation), the overall growth
in the total number of paid subscribers increased
almost four times in a single year when in the
year 2020, the number reached 18.69 million sub-
scribers. With the continued popularity of such
platforms, recent research by Statista suggests that
the total size of India’s OTT market is expected
to cross $12.5 billion by the year 2030. 

It would be challenging for the newcomers
to effectively showcase their talent and be
‘available’ as soon as the demand arises. Along
with the need for a sourcing platform, let us look
at how OTT provides a plethora of opportuni-
ties (to newcomers) for entering the media and
entertainment industry. 

For any newcomer, an OTT platform pro-
vides a plethora of opportunities to enter the
media and entertainment industry. TV and
movie stars making their debuts on various OTT
platforms is one such prominent example. Even
though the star power of Saif Ali Khan and
Nawazuddin Siddiqui in Sacred Games have
made it very popular, one could not take away
the fact that a majority of success stories of the
OTT series include some unknown (and high-
ly talented) people backed by creative content and
a team of experts. Based on the trends, it could
be worth mentioning that Indian audiences have
matured enough to shower attention, time and
money on the new faces of OTT platforms, many
of whom have become household names.

There are different ways through which OTT
could be the best chance for entry seekers to
make a name in the media and entertainment
industry. Some of the most important factors are
as follows:

The success of creative and interesting sto-
ries with unknown faces

The success of creative stories such as Kota
Factory, Scam 1992, Panchayat, and TVF
Pitchers, all show that creative content when
clubbed with fresh and new faces can be pop-
ular among users across the country. For
instance, Jamtara web series won the hearts of
the audiences without being packed with a stel-
lar cast. Ironically, the crew was comparatively
new with almost all being fresh faces in the
industry.

However, in no manner should the popu-
larity of star-studded series such as the Family
Man or Asur be undervalued. The fact remains
that creative concepts and interesting stories help
the content in gaining popularity.

Short stories have become extremely pop-
ular

Newcomers can be part of short story-based
series which are now picked by OTT platforms
such as Disney+ Hotstar. Stories that are eight
to 10 minutes long are engaging and quite relat-
able for the general audience. These stories often
have new faces and hence entry-seekers could
kickstart a career by being part of such shows. 

New entrants are affordable and easy to
work with

For a new content creator or producer, it is
easier to work with newcomers when compared
with established stars. The scheduling of new-
comers is hassle-free. Not everyone can afford

stars, hence roping in fresh artistes is also a good
business decision.

The overall rise of the OTT platforms 
Based on a trend that the media and enter-

tainment industry has witnessed in the past few
months, along with the market expectations, the
total volume of content on the existing OTT plat-
forms along with the total number of OTT plat-
forms is expected to increase tremendously in
the future. For instance, as per Finder India,
Netflix already has one of the most extensive
libraries in India consisting of 4,706 titles.

The need for more showcasing platforms
to ease talent sourcing

One of the factors that can stimulate oppor-
tunities for young artistes in the media and enter-
tainment industry is the lack of a platform that
could not only help in showcasing talent but
would also ensure that talent sourcing becomes
easy. Such a platform could help in effectively
bridging the demand-supply gap in the market.
The media and entertainment industry is also
often associated with exhibiting favouritism
towards established ‘stars’. In such a scenario, hav-
ing an interactive platform showcasing newcom-
ers’ artistic abilities and helping them secure rel-
evant career prospects has emerged to be the dire
need of the hour. 

New entrants often have to knock on more
than one door to get their real ‘break’ in the
media and entertainment industry. With posi-
tive growth in the OTT platform anticipated and
witnessed (in the past few months), newcomers
must make the most of the opportunity. Looking
for such platforms that help new artistes in show-
casing their skills and interacting with people
sharing the same passion could be a good start
for the newcomers aiming to debut in the media
and entertainment industry.  

(The author is the CEO and founder of
Youforrte, an open market that provides a wide

range of networks to connect with the media
and entertainment industry.)

Everyone loves a good story that
revolves around the ‘bad guy’.
But when was the last time

your paths crossed with such an
engrossing tale? We can only speak
for ourselves, and we have to con-
fess it has been a long while since we
came across one.

This is what went through our
mind, as we watched the trailer for
MX Player’s new series, Matsya
Kaand, which releases today, as it
played on loop at Le Meridien’s
Conference Hall, as we waited for the
cast, ahead of the promotional event
for the show. In the past year, MX
Player has acquired a good chunk of
the OTT market, based on its USP
— every show/ film on the platform
can be streamed or downloaded for
free.

At first glance, the show seems
to be full of dialogue-baazi. While
we could provide innumerable
instances, the one that stands out is
when Ravi Kishan, who seems to be
playing a shifty policeman, is asked
by his sidekick, “Sir, how are you able
to sleep peacefully at night?” To
which Kishan retorts, “A man can
sleep peacefully on two occasions.
The first is when he is in his moth-
er’s womb; the second, at his funer-
al.”

We presume that should suffice,
to say the least, to give you a sam-
ple of what you can expect from the
show. As the show’s cast walk in,
Kishan walks at the head, exchang-
ing pleasantries with the customary,
“Umeed hai aap sab theek hain.” (I
hope you all have been keeping well.)

Kishan is accompannied by
Zoya Afroz and Ravii Dubey, the
protagonist. To those who might be
unaware, Afroz won the title of Miss
India International 2021 competing
at the Glamanand Supermodel India
contest and will represent India at
the Miss International 2022 beauty
pageant in Japan and was previous-
ly crowned as the second runner-up
at Femina Miss India 2013.

Read on for excerpts of the inter-
action:

Could you please tell us more

about the show and your charac-
ters?

We all are familiar how, with the
rise of OTTs, most shows try to
extend the storyline, just to keep a
good story going. 

Matsya Kaand seeks to break the
norms in that regard. The first sea-
son of our show has just 11 episodes
and I am glad I could ply my trade
with such an extended role after a
long hiatus. I believe it is the first
time that all three of us would be
seen in such roles and I am sure after
watching the trailer that, while you
are aware of the gist of the story, you
would agree this is way different than
the usual con man stories. The
story, characters are based on some
real incidences, prior to the demon-
etisation.

I play Officer Tejraj Singh, a cop
who is adept at thinking like a crim-

inal. Zoya is a magician, who has
many tricks up her sleeve, apart from
just her magic. And Dubey, well, he
is the man of the moment. The mas-
termind behind every kaand in the
show; need I say more?

How have you been able to
keep up with work in addition to
your commitments as the MP of
Gorakhpur?

When I became an MP from
Gorakhpur, people presumed I
would not be acting during my
tenure. And let me tell you, when I
am in Gorakhpur, I do not sleep for
more than 3-4 hours, the desire to
serve my nation is to strong.

I fulfill my duties to the best of
my capabilities but I cannot forget
that acting is what made me. Every
person I met, while carrying my
duties, would ask me when is my
next show/film be released. I

remember crossing paths with
Hema Malini ji in the Parliament
and she told me that I should not
stop acting, because that is my
identity. I am glad that Matsya
Kaand came my way during this
time.

But let me assure you, while I
keep up with my love for acting, I
have not left my duties behind. I
have made sure that everyone is
aware of my whereabouts at all
times. I thank Zoya and Dubey for
adjusting with my hectic schedule. 

And I almost forgot to tell
you, even when I was not acting, I
would practise my craft; I trained
300 children in the ways of theatre
in Gorakhpur.

How difficult or easy was it,
to get back to acting?

Acting requires a lot of disci-
pline, and you just need to ask
Dubey, who adopts numerous dis-
guises throughout the series. 

One might think that acting is
fairly simple, but there is alot
more to it than what meets the eye.
I would sit in the vanity van with
Dubey as the prosthetic make-up
would be applied to his face, and
he had to make peace with the fact
that he could not eat, could not
drink more than a couple sips of
water every hour just to preserve
the integrity of his prosthetics.

NOT JUST ANOTHER CON MAN
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Union Minister for Minority
Affairs and deputy leader of
Rajya Sabha, Mukhtar Abbas

Naqvi stated that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s mantra of ‘Vocal
for Local’ has become a ‘mass
movement’ to strengthen the vision
of ‘Swadeshi to Swavlamban’. 

On the occasion of the inaugu-
ration of Hunar Haat, being organ-
ised at the India International Trade
Fair (IITF), Pragati Maidan in New
Delhi, Naqvi said, “During the
Corona crisis, indigenous produc-
tion capacity fulfilled the domestic
needs and became a safety-cover for
Indian economy during the global
recession.” 

Union Minister of State for
Minority Affairs, John Barla, Iran
ambassador to India HE Dr Ali
Chegeni, Kuwait ambassador HE
Jasem Ibrahem Al Najem, Union
Minority Affairs Ministry Secretary
Renuka Kumar and other senior
officials were present on the occa-
sion. 

Naqvi also shared, “the country
which used to depend on foreign
imports even for food grains, has
now not only become self-reliant in
food grains production, it is also
exporting food grains to the entire
world. India’s self-reliance in food
grains production is a result of hard
work of our ‘Anndatas’ and the
givernment’s efforts to ensure
‘Aatmanirbhar Krishi Aur Krishak’.”

He continued, “India has
become a major hub of pharmacy

sector. Within a year of the pandem-
ic, India made the entire world
realise the capability and strength of
our country’s indigenous produc-
tion by developing ‘Made in India’
Corona vaccine, various medical
equipment and other indigenous
life-saving medicines to ensure
health and well-being of the people.” 

“India's traditional and ances-
tral legacy of handloom-handicraft
has been promoted by PM Modi's

mantra of ‘Vocal for Local’ and
‘Swadeshi’. The Hunar Haat has not
only made the artisans and crafts-
men self-reliant, it has also strength-
ened the commitment to
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’,” he conclud-
ed. 

This is the 33rd Hunar Haat in
the series of on-going Hunar Haats
across the country. More than 550
artisans and craftsmen from more
than 30 States/UTs are participating

in the same, organsied at hall num-
ber three, Pragati Maidan from
November 14-27. With 300 stalls,
this is the largest participation by
the Union Ministry of Minority
Affairs in IITF this year. Canara
Bank has set up a stall to provide
easy loans to artisans and crafts-
men for employment and self-
employment. 

Naqvi also mentioned that
Hunar Haat’s virtual and online

platform http://hunarhaat.org and
GeM portal, better marketing
linkages, new designs, better pack-
aging, training and credit linkages
have opened enormous opportu-
nities for economic empower-
ment of artisans and craftsmen.
More than 6,75,000 artisans, crafts-
men and people associated with
them have been provided employ-
ment and employment opportuni-
ties through Hunar Haat in the
past six years. 

Exquisite and elegant indige-
nous handmade products from
Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Gujarat, Ladakh, Jammu-Kashmir,
Punjab, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, Nagaland, Meghalaya,
Delhi, Maharashtra, Uttarakhand,
West Bengal, Manipur, Goa,
Puducherry, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana, Chandigarh, Haryana,
and so on, are available for sale and
display. Various cultural and musi-
cal programmes of renowned
artists are being organised in an
open auditorium at Pragati Maidan
every day. The visitors will also
enjoy circus at Hunar Haat where
the Indian circus artists will per-
form spectacular diverse tradition-
al entertainment shows.

The Hunar Haats ahead will be
organised in Hyderabad from
November 26  to December 5, in
Surat from December 10-19, at JLN
stadium, New Delhi from December
22, 2021 to January 2, 2022.

On the eve of Children’s Day,
five children rehabilitated at

Bal Ashram established by the
Nobel Peace laureate, Kailash
Satyarthi, and Sumedha Kailash,
have secured admission in SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology, Chennai. They have
been enrolled in various courses
of SRM.

These children, hailing from
the most vulnerable and margin-

alised sections of the society. —
Sanjay Kumar, Imtiyaz Ali,
Manish Kumar, Chirag Alam and
Mannu Kumar — were once
child labourers and their child-
hood was spent in suffering and
torture. They were rescued by
Satyarthi’s organisation and were
rehabilitated at Bal Ashram where
they continued with their studies.

Living and studying in Bal
Ashram, all of them passed class

12 examination with flying
colours. The long-term rehabili-
tation centre. established in 1998,
rescues children from child
labour, trafficking, abuse and
exploitation. Since then, it has
established itself as a center for
child participation and child lead-
ership development across the
country. Till date, 1431 children
have been rehabilitated and main-
streamed with the society.

Sheel Vardhan Singh, IPS, assumed the
charge of director general, Central

Industrial Security Force at CISF headquar-
ters, 13 CGO complex, Lodhi Road, New
Delhi on November 15. He is the 29th DG
of CISF.

Prior to his appointment as DG, CISF, he
was serving as special director of the
Intelligence Bureau. He was decorated with
the President’s Police Medal for Meritorious
Service in the year 2004 and President's Police
Medal for Distinguished Service in 2010. 

Singh is BA (Honours) in English liter-

ature. He joined Indian Police Service in the
year 1986 at the age of 23 and was allotted
Bihar cadre. During his distinguished career
spanning 35 years, he has held many impor-
tant and sensitive positions in the state of
Bihar and during central deputation to
Government of India. 

The Power Grid Corporation
of India Limited (POW-

ERGRID), a Maharatna CPSE
under the Ministry of Power
has upgraded Assam’s new mar-
iani sub-station from 220 kV,
switching station to a 400/220
kV sub-station with 2x500
MVA transformation capacity,
2x125 mega volt ampere (reac-
tive) power compensation along
with other associated bays
under North Eastern Region
Strengthening  Scheme
(NERSS-VI) project.  

This  capacity addition will
add efficiency and robustness,
leading to supply of reliable
power.  The project has been

commissioned timely, despite
limitations in wake of the pan-
demic, and difficult soil and
weather conditions. The bays
and additional 400 kV D/C line
section for upgradation of
Misa-New Mariani line from
220 kV to 400 kV level are now
under commercial operation.
The project has been commis-
sioned as part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, marking 75
years of India's Independence.  

Manoj Joshi, general manager, along with senior
officials of Metro Railway conducted a thor-

ough inspection of Noapara-Bimanbandar metro-
stretch to assess the progress of Noapara-Barasat
via Bimanbandar metro project.

He also  inspected the stretch between Kavi
Subhas to Salt Lake sector V stations of the upcom-
ing New Garia (Kavi Subhas)-airport metro pro-
ject along with other  senior officers  of Metro
Railway and Amit Roy, ED/ RVNL.

Joshi held a high-level meeting with senior
Metro officials at Noapara project site on
November 12. Progress of engineering, electrical
and signal and telecommunications works of this
project was reviewed in the meeting. He inspect-
ed Jessore Road, Bimanbandar metro stations, via
duct and Bimanbandar underground construction
site and yard.

Joshi also inspected the construction site of
Kavi Subhas Metro station on November 19 and
the rake reversal arrangements at this station.  He
visited the passenger interchanging points between
old and new Kavi Subhas Metro stations as well
as New Garia station of Eastern Railway. He took
stock of the progress of the construction of dou-
ble discharge platforms and the car shed near Kavi
Subhas Metro station. He instructed concerned
officials to complete all project works within the
stipulated time.

To commemorate the cele-
bration of Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav and Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas,  Tribal  Cooperative
Market ing Development
Federat ion Ltd (TRIFED),
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India, is organ-
ising several events. One is the
Aadi Mahotsav, a mega National
Tribal Festival in Dilli Haat,
New Delhi from November 16 to
November 30. 

The festival was inaugurated
by Sukhram Munda, the grand-
son of Bhagwan Birsa Munda.
Arjun Munda, the union minis-
ter for tribal affairs presided over
the inaugural function. Dr
Subhash Sarkar, minister of state
for Education, MC Mary Kom,
MP Ramsinh Rathwa, the chair-
man of TRIFED, were the guests
of honour for the inaugural
function. 

Arjun, while presiding over
the function, expressed, “I am
very proud and pleased that the
Aadi Mahotsav has been estab-
lished as a platform for tribal
products and also a showcase for
tribal culture. The mahotsav not
only provides an opportunity to
expand tribal commerce but also
ensures that tribal craft, cuisine
and other traditions are main-
tained. The success of this ven-
ture and the subsequent expan-
sion has filled tribals with a new
zeal and a great sense of confi-
dence. I would like to request all
Delhiites to visit this 15-day
National Tribal Festival and
come and partake a slice of the
rich and indigenous tribal cul-
ture through its cuisine, crafts,
arts, and other products.”

The festival is an attempt to
familiarise the people with the
rich and diverse craft, culture of

the tribal communities across
the country, in one place. 

While the Aadi Mahotsav
was not held due to the unprece-
dented circumstances because of
the pandemic, TRIFED resumed
the tradition with a successful
edition in February.  

The November edition of
the same will showcase the rich
and diverse heritage of our tribes
across the country as seen in
their art, handicrafts, natural
produce and delectable cuisine.
With over 200 stalls, it is expect-
ed that once again, 1,000 tribal
artisans and artists will be par-
ticipating in the 15-day festival.
A two-day workshop cum trib-
al talk will also be organised to
connect with them. The discus-
sion sessions have been planned
around sessions on entrepre-
neurship development, market-
ing and promotion, taking trib-
al business online, understand-
ing new trends and market
potential for tribal artefacts,
engagements of financial institu-
tions and education for tribals.
These sessions will be taken by
experts from Mushroom Council
of India, Andrew Yule, Reliance
foundation, Amazon, Facebook,
ONGC, Tata Trusts, Paytm, and
SBI. Representatives from 20
major tribes of India are being
invited for this two-day work-
shop. 

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) award-
ed their archers who sweeped all trophies at the

10th All India Police Archery Championship
(AIPAC-2021) and won 41 medals. 

Sanjay Arora, DG of ITBP, awarded the medal-
ists and their coach with DG’s insignias and cash
rewards as per sports policy of the forces for their
exemplary performance at the championship which
was held from 9 to 13 November, 2021 in Greater
Noida. Speaking on the occasion held at the Force
HQrs, Arora said that the unprecedented success
of ITBP archers will surely be a motivation for other
players of the Force. 

S Duhan, IG (Training) ITBP, stated that 17 DG’s
discs, one commendation roll and cash reward of
a total amount of � 2,86,000 are being awarded by

the DG of ITBP to the archers.
23 members of the central archery team of ITBP

participated, out of which 18 have won medals.
Raised in 1962, the ITBP is deployed to guard

the extreme borders of the nation from Ladakh to
Arunachal Pradesh. For continuous deployment in
snowy regions, the jawans of ITBP are known as
‘Himveers’.

NTPC Ltd and Indian Oil signed
a memorandum of understand-

ing (MoU) to collaborate in the field
of renewable energy and mutually
explore opportunities for supply of
low carbon/RE RTC captive power. 

The MoU was signed in New
Delhi in the presence of Gurdeep
Singh, CMD-NTPC, Shrikant
Madhav Vaidya, the chairman of
Indian Oil, C K Mondol, director
(commercial), NTPC, SSV
Ramkumar director of R&D and
P&BD of Indian Oil. The signato-
ries of the MoU were Sangeeta
Kaushik, chief general manager

(BD) of NTPC and V K Raizada,
executive director (M&I) of Indian
Oil.

This is a first-of-its-kind novel
initiative by two leading national
energy majors of India, to support
the country’s commitment to
achieve renewable energy targets

and reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

Singh said, “NTPC is taking
various steps to make its energy
portfolio greener by adding signif-
icant capacity of renewable energy
sources so that our non-fossil fuel-
based capacity will become equal or

greater than our thermal portfolio
by 2032. Through this MoU, the
strengths of both the organisations
can be leveraged to achieve the aim

of the country to meet its net zero
commitments.”

Vaidya added, “As a global
energy major, environmental prior-
ity is being weaved into every busi-
ness aspect of Indian Oil and now,
we intend to use green energy to
power new projects and refinery
expansions.”

NTPC and Indian Oil have
come together for generation and
storage of renewable energy or
other forms of energy, including
gas-based power, primarily to cater
for Indian Oil refineries or other
installations.
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The Diabetic Foot Treatment
Center was inaugurated at the

super specialty Naruvi Hospitals in
Vellore, at a function to mark the
observance of World Diabetes Day.

The new medical facility for
Diabetes Mellitus patients was inau-
gurated by Dr M S Seshadri, a spe-
cialist in diabetes and medical
director of the Thirumalai Mission
Hospital, Ranipet. He earlier deliv-
ered a special lecture on treatment
of diabetes to mark the occasion. 

The function included an inter-
action by doctors with diabetes
patients, an awareness camp by
nutrition experts on the right type
of food for diabetics and on simple
physical exercises to tone up their

health. 
Dr Aravindan Nair, chief of

medical services of Naruvi
Hospitals, earlier welcomed the
guests and participants to the func-
tion. Manimaran, CEO of Naruvi
Hospitals, proposed a hearty vote of
thanks.  Executive director, Dr
Paul Henry, Dr Simon
Rajarathnam, head of the hospital's
Diabetics department, and Chief
Financial Officer, Venkatrangam,
were among those who participat-
ed in the function. 

Naruvi Hospitals, a super-spe-
ciality hospital in Vellore, has been
set up in technical collaboration
with the Henry Ford Health System,
USA

+���
!��&
-�
��
$�������
$��
'��������"���� 
�������������
�����������+�
	��
-������
�����>�

�
�



���� �,(��,"%(

Argentina secured a place in
next year’s World Cup after a

0-0 draw against Brazil, giving
Lionel Messi his fifth and possibly
final shot at winning the only
major trophy missing in his career.

Second-place Argentina qual-
ified after Chile lost 2-0 at home
to third-place Ecuador. With 29
points and four qualifiers remain-
ing, Lionel Scaloni’s Argentina
squad cannot be overtaken by
more than two rivals.

Competition-leading Brazil
had already secured the first of
South America’s four direct entries
to Qatar 2022. The fifth-place
team goes into an intercontinen-
tal playoff for a spot in Qatar.

Brazil has 35 points, six ahead
of Argentina. Both teams have
completed 13 games, one fewer
than scheduled because their
encounter in September was sus-
pended after seven minutes when
Brazilian officials belatedly
enforced COVID-19 restrictions.
FIFA is yet to decide what to do
with that match.

Ecuador has 23 points and is
well established in the third posi-

tion. And then, except for last-place
Venezuela, there’s a crush of can-
didates to qualify.

Colombia and Peru have 17
points and Chile is sixth with 16
points, narrowly ahead of Uruguay
on goal difference. Bolivia is sur-
prisingly competitive with 15
points in eighth position. Paraguay
can’t be ruled out with 13 points.

Few opportunities were avail-
able for Argentina and Brazil in a
tense match marked by Messi’s low
key performance and Neymar’s
absence due to injury. Goalkeepers
Emiliano Martinez and Alisson
were just about spectators most of
the match.

Messi, who played the entire
match after recovering from a
knee injury, said he felt well on the
pitch. He played for only 15 min-
utes in Argentina’s 1-0 win over
Uruguay last week so he could
recover to face Brazil.

Dutch head back to World Cup
The Netherlands will be back

at the World Cup after an eight-
year gap, forcing Norway star
Erling Haaland to wait until at least
2026 to make his debut on the
biggest stage.

The Dutch did just enough
Tuesday with late goals in a 2-0 win
in Rotterdam that eliminated the
Norwegians who were missing
Haaland, their injured 21-year-old
forward. Turkey overtook Norway
into second place in Group G, win-

ning 2-1 in Montenegro to enter
the European playoffs in March.

Ukraine also won away, 2-0 at
Bosnia-Herzegovina, to join
Turkey as unseeded teams who will
be on the road again in the play-
offs semifinals.

The unbeaten Ukrainians,
who drew six of their eight Group
D games, rose into second place
above Finland, which was eliminat-
ed by losing 2-0 at home to table-

topping France.
Kylian Mbappe set up Karim

Benzema to score in the 66th
before getting the second himself
10 minutes later after a speedy solo
run down the left flank.

Wales and the Czech Republic
started their Group E games
Tuesday knowing both were head-
ing to the playoffs, with leader
Belgium already having claimed
the direct qualification spot to the
finals tournament in Qatar.

Algeria, Nigeria, Cameroon 
in WC playoffs

Algeria, Cameroon, Nigeria
and Tunisia took their last chances
and qualified for the World Cup
playoffs in Africa, but Ivory Coast
didn’t seize the day and is the con-
tinent’s biggest team so far to miss
out on next year’s tournament in
Qatar.

African champion Algeria and
Nigeria scraped through to the 10-
team playoffs in March after both
were held to home draws but

clinched the point they needed to
progress on the final day of the
group stage.

Tunisia was more convincing,
beating Zambia 3-1 to take the top
spot and the playoff place in
Group B, snuffing out Zambia’s
hopes.

Cameroon ended Ivory Coast’s
campaign with a 1-0 win in their
much-hyped West African show-
down in Cameroon. Karl Toko
Ekambi’s first-half goal settled the
tense Group D decider as Ivory
Coast lost the game and the lead
of the group right at the end.

Ivory Coast, a two-time
African champion, will miss its sec-
ond straight World Cup after also
failing to make it to Russia in 2018.

Only the 10 group winners
progressed to the playoffs and
Algeria, Cameroon, Nigeria and
Tunisia took the last four spots.
They joined Mali, Egypt, Ghana,
Senegal, Morocco and Congo,
which had already advanced,
although there are two appeals
brewing that may still have a say
on who actually plays in the two-
leg playoff ties to decide the final
five African teams to go to the
World Cup.
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FEDERER WON’T PLAY AUSTRALIAN OPEN
Geneva: Roger Federer does not expect to
return from his latest knee surgery in time for
Wimbledon next June, the tennis great said in
an interview published Wednesday by Swiss
media.”The truth is that I’d be incredibly
surprised to play Wimbledon,” the 40-year-old
Federer told the Tribune de Geneve daily.

ATK MOHUN BAGAN NAMED CAPTAINS
Kolkata:  Indian Super League heavyweights
ATK Mohun Bagan head coach Antonio Lopez
Habas on Wednesday announced three
captains, including Fijian ace striker Roy
Krishna, for the season beginning on Friday.
Reiterating the need for joint leadership to keep
the team’s unity intact, the Spanish gaffer chose
two local star players Pritam Kotal and
Subhasish Bose along with the Fijian as the
skippers. The announcement came two days
ahead of the team’s opening match against
Kerala Blasters on Friday at Margao. Elated at
the new responsibility, Subhasish said: 

NHMD CONCLUDED MEMORABLE TRIP
Manali: The Nazir Hoosein Memorial Drive
culminated on Saturday in Manali,after a five-
day journey passing through Lansdowne,
Mussoorie, Kufri, driving through the Jalori
Pass and to Koksar via the Atal tunnel. On the
final day of the drive, participants were allowed
a free run to Koksar via the Atal tunnel, towards
Sisu, to take in the sight of snow-clad mountains
and serene mountain scenery. Lunch in the
valley was followed by a farewell dinner in
Manali. Speaking after the completion of the
event, Rajan Syal expressed his gratitude
towards everyone who participated in the event 

INDIA ENTER SECOND ROUND OF INDO MASTER
Bali: Indian shuttlers Kidambi Srikanth and HS
Prannoy notched up contrasting wins to make a
positive start to their men’s singles campaign at
the Indonesia Masters Super 750 badminton
tournament here on Wednesday. While
Srikanth staved off a stiff challenge from world
no 71 France’s Christo Popov 21-18 15-21 21-16
in an hour and 15 minutes, former world no 10
Prannoy saw off Malaysia’s Liew Daren 22-20
21-19 in the opening round. Former world no 1
Srikanth, who had claimed the Indonesia Open
Super Series premier in 2017 at Jakarta, will face
Indonesia’s sixth seed Jonatan Christie next.

MIXED DAY FOR INDIAN ARCHERS
Dhaka: India’s men’s compound team won a
bronze medal but the women team lost its play-
off as the country had a mixed day at the 22nd
Asian Archery Championships, here on
Wednesday. The men’s team of Rishabh Yadav,
Abhishek Verma and Aman Saini outplayed
local challengers Bangladesh 235-223, while the
women’s team was let down by their
inexperience. It went down 208-220 to
Kazakhstan in the bronze playoff. 

SBI SIGNS PACT WITH JAMSHEDPUR FC
Jamshedpur:  Tata Steel on Tuesday said State
Bank of India has entered into a strategic
partnership with Jamshedpur FC, the football
club owned by it, with an aim to support and
promote Indian football. Making SBI’s first
major endeavour in the game, the lender signed
an agreement with JFC and became one of the
principal sponsors of the club.

��08.5�

���� �,�#�

Mercedes has asked for a review
of the overtaking incident

involving world champion Lewis
Hamilton and title rival Max
Verstappen during the Brazilian
Grand Prix, the Formula One team
said. Verstappen was leading the race
on Lap 48 when the Red Bull driver
defended an attack from Hamilton
on Turn 4 and appeared to push the
Mercedes star wide off track.

Both were able to continue and
Hamilton overtook Verstappen for
good on Lap 59 at Interlagos to win
and slash the Dutchman’s overall lead
to 14 points, despite starting last
Sunday’s race from 10th place on the

grid. Race stewards noted the inci-
dent at the time but quickly conclud-
ed no further action was necessary
as they considered it a racing inci-
dent.

“I think it was a good battle,”
Verstappen said after the race. 

“I mean we both of course tried
to be ahead into the corner so I

braked a bit late to get that position.
I was on the edge of grip. 

That’s why I think I was already
on the apex and it’s a safer way of
running a bit wide there. In a way, I
was happy stewards decided we
could keep on racing.”

Hamilton appeared to shrug it off
in his post-race press conference.

“I didn’t think too much of it and
obviously I’ll have to watch the
replay, but it’s hard battling and
wouldn’t expect anything less really,”
the British driver said. 

“We didn’t touch wheels, which
is good.” But now Mercedes said it is
appealing “on the basis of new evi-
dence unavailable to the stewards at
the time of their decision.”
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Eighty-eight premier domestic
cricketers will battle out in

hazardous Delhi air when the four
quarterfinals of the Syed Mushtaq
Ali tournament kicks off at the
national capital here on Thursday.

A toxic haze has enveloped
Delhi ever since Diwali with
authories in the NCR region mak-
ing desperate efforts to contain the
spiralling air pollution levels.

Despite the toxic air, the pre-
quarter finals of the coveted
domestic T20 championship were
held at the Arun Jaitley stadium
and the Airforce ground in Palam
without any fuss.

The quarterfinals are also
scheduled in Delhi with the two
venues hosting two games each,
one in the morning and one in the
afternoon.

On cricketing front, an unbeat-
en and fancied Rajasthan will face
its toughest opponent when they
take on Vidarbha.

For Vidarbha, opener Atharva
Taide and skipper Akshay Wadkar
are among runs and the duo would
like to take on a strong Rajasthan
attack, comprising the likes of

pacer Tanveer-ul-Haq and leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi.

The role of middle-order bat-
ters Shubham Dubey and Jitesh
Sharma, who played a cameo
against Maharashtra, would be
vital, if the side has to chase or set
up a big total.

In the bowling department,

left-arm orthodox bowler Akshay
Karnewar and seasoned off-spin-
ner Akshay Wakhare, would be key
to their success and their eight
overs could decide the match’s
fate.

Young right-arm pacer Yash
Thakur’s confidence would be bol-
stered by his three-wicket haul in
the pre-quarters, but he would
need support from Darshan
Nalkande. For Rajasthan, Deepak
Hooda, who shifted from Baroda,
has been their batting mainstay and
has delivered on every occasion.

But he would need assistance
from skipper Ashok Maneria,
Mahipal Lomror and others. Their
bowlers will also need to bowl in
right areas to stop marauding
Vidarbha batters.

In another clash, defending
champion Tamil Nadu face Kerala
in a ‘southern derby’. 
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Muguruza dominated
Paula Badosa in a 6-3, 6-

3 victory and will play Anett
Kontaveit for the title at the
WTA Finals.  Eighth-seeded
Kontaveit beat Maria Sakkari 6-
1, 3-6, 6-3 to advance, ensur-
ing two first-time finalists at the
women’s season-ending cham-
pionship. Kontaveit lost to
Muguruza in the last match of
the round-robin stage, and has
a 2-3 career record against the
two-time major winner.

The sixth-seeded
Muguruza, a losing semifinal-

ist in 2015, is the first Spanish
woman to reach the singles
final since 1993, when Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario was runner-
up to Steffi Graff.

“I’m very happy with my
performance. It was the best
match I played here in

Guadalajara,” Muguruza said. 
“It’s the first time we

encountered each other. I’m
very proud of Paula, she start-
ed the year back in the rank-
ings and made all the way to
the top 10.” The 28-year-old
Muguruza now has a 13-2
record in Mexico, where she
won back-to-back titles in
Monterrey in 2018 and ‘19.

She opened this year’s
WTA Finals with a loss to
third-seeded Karolina Pliskova
but bounced back with victo-
ries over second-seeded
Barbora Krejcikova, Kontaveit
and Badosa.
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Calling the Tests against India a key
priority, New Zealand head coach

Gary Stead has said that the all format
players will be given rest during the
preceding T20 series against the hosts.

Stead also confirmed that pacer
Lockie Ferguson, who had suffered a
calf injury at the start of the T20 World
Cup in the UAE, has regained full fit-
ness and is available for the series open-
er here on Wednesday.

All format players like skipper
Kane Williamson and pacer Kyle
Jamieson have been rested for the T20s,
while the other players who are in both
squads are Glenn Phillips, Daryl
Mitchell, Mitchell Santer and Tim
Southee, who will be the stand in cap-
tain.

“You’ll definitely see that the whole
squad (T20) will get match time over
here. Again, it’s about us

managing the workload of the players.
And especially with the Test matches
coming up, which will be a real key pri-
ority for us as we work through this
next week,” Stead told NZC’s media
team.

New Zealand arrived here less than
24 hours after losing the World Cup
final to Australia, raising questions
about the scheduling of the series in
India. The Test squad including the
likes of Ross Taylor and Tom Latham
had arrived here last week.

“We’ve decided through talking
with Kane and Kyle that they won’t play
in the T20 series so they’re both going
to get ready for the Test matches.

“And I think you’ll probably find
there’ll be other guys involved in the
Test matches who won’t play the entire
series either. So it’s a bit of a balancing
act at the moment and with three T20
games and five days, plus travel to three
different cities. It’s a it’s a very, very busy
time.”

The two-Test series is part of the
new World Test Championship cycle.

Ferguson regaining fitness for the
T20s is a big boost for the team, said
Stead.
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BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly has been appoint-

ed as the Chairman of the ICC
men’s Cricket Committee, the
game’s governing body said
on Wednesday.  Ganguly will
replace fellow Indian Anil
Kumble, who stepped down
after serving a maximum of
three, three-year terms. 

“I am delighted to welcome
Sourav to the position of Chair
of the ICC Men’s Cricket
Committee,” ICC Chair Greg
Barclay said in a release. “His
experience as one of the world’s

best players and latterly as an
administrator will help us
shape our cricketing decisions
moving forward. 

“I would also like to thank
Anil for his outstanding leader-
ship over the last nine years
which has included improving
the international game through
more regular and consistent
application of DRS and a robust
process for addressing suspect
bowling actions.” The Board
also approved that first-class
status and list A classification
will be applied to women’s crick-
et to align with the men’s game
and applied retrospectively. 
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Smriti Mandhana
on Wednesday

became the first
Indian to hit a cen-
tur y in the
Women’s Big Bash
League with a
record-equalling
114 not out but
her splendid effort
went in vain as
her side Sydney
Thunders lost
the match.

Ironically, Mandhana could not pull off
a winning six in the last ball off India T20

captain Harmanpreet Kaur as Melbourne
Renegades won the match by four runs
to send Sydney Thunder out of reckon-
ing of the final.

Mandhana, who faced 64 balls, pun-
ished the bowlers with 14 fours and three

sixes, equalling Australian batter Ashleigh
Gardner’s highest individual score in

WBBL history. 
The left-hander took the

Thunder within one six of pulling
off a remarkable victory against the
Renegades, but she was unable to
hit the maximum required from

Harmanpreet’s final delivery as her team finished
on 171/2.

The defending champions needed an upset
win to keep their slim finals hopes alive, and they
had a less-than ideal start with Sammy-Jo Johnson
(12) and Phoebe Litchfield (1) dismissed inside
the powerplay.

Finding a stable partner in Tahlia Wilson (38
not out from 39 balls), Mandhana posted her third
fifty of the season from 33 balls. But the asking
rate was climbing with 63 runs needed from the
last five overs.

Mandhana shifted gears as she took 24 runs
off Holly Ferling in the 18th over. She then brought
up her century in 57 balls but there was still work
to do as 22 runs were needed from the final two

overs. Renegades skipper Sophie Molineux con-
ceded just nine runs from the 19th over and
Mandhana was left to face the off-spin of her
national skipper Harmanpreet.

Mandhana, who was the beneficiary of two
fielding errors, ultimately failed to hit the last-ball
six required to complete what would have been
a famous victory.

Earlier, Harmanpreet top-scored for the
Renegades, who were asked to bat first, with a 55-
ball 81 not out with the help of 11 fours and two
sixes.

She shared a 91-run stand for the third wick-
et with English batter Eve Jones (42 off 33 balls).
Another Indian, opener Jemimah Rodrigues was
out for 2 in the first over. 
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Skipper Rohit Sharma and
Suryakumar Yadav pro-
duced sublime knocks as

India bungled towards end
before recovering in time to
fashion a five-wicket win over
New Zealand in the opening T20
International ushering in a new
era in Indian cricket. 

Martin Guptill (70 off 42)
and Mark Chapman (63 off 50)
took New Zealand to 164 for six
on a good batting surface.

India’s chase was set up by
Rohit (48 off 36), who made his
full-time captaincy debut, and
Suryakumar Yadav (62 off 40)
who came in at number three in
place of rested Virat Kohli.

The home team was canter-
ing to a comfortable win but
messed up the chase in the final
four overs. In the end, with New
Zealand running out of bowling
options, the job was done in the
20th over bowled by part-time
pacer Daryl Mitchell.

Debutant Venkatesh Iyer hit
his first ball in international
cricket for four before Rishabh

Pant got the winning runs. The
game marked the start of a new
chapter in Indian cricket with

Rohit as T20 skipper and Rahul
Dravid as head coach. 

With both teams resting

some of their key players as part
of workload management, it
was very much an even contest
before the first ball was bowled.  

India raced to 50 for no loss
in five overs with Rohit playing
some delightful shots.

He got going with back to
back fours off Tim Southee in the
third over before unleashing his
signature front pull on the final
ball of the over.

The seasoned pace duo of
Southee and Trent Boult were
put under pressure upfront by
both the openers. K L Rahul (15
off 14) got into the act with a
massive six over deep square leg
off Boult before Rohit hit anoth-
er pull shot to collect 21 from the
over. Rahul fell to a soft dismissal
on the first ball of Mitchell
Santer’s spell to give New

Zealand a wicket against run of
play. Suryakumar meant busi-
ness from ball one and the most
memorable shot of his innings
was the pick up stroke off Lockie
Ferguson to get to his third T20
fifty. Both Rohit and Suryakumar
should have gone on to finish the
game but that didn’t happen.

From a straight forward 23
off the last 24 balls, India made
it complicated by making the
equation to 10 runs off the last
over. Earlier, Guptill and
Chapman ensured New Zealand
were well placed for a 180 plus
total on a batting beauty but
Ravichandran Ashwin’s double
strike in one over put the brakes
on the scoring rate.

Ashwin was the pick of the
bowlers for India, taking two for
23 in four overs while senior
pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar (2/24
in four overs) too got his swing
back.   Expecting heavy dew later
in the evening, Rohit opted 
to field. Venkatesh  was expect-
edly handed a debut while New
Zealand made four changes to
the playing eleven that played the
T20 World Cup final on Sunday

as part of workload manage-
ment. Bhuvneshwar, who looked
far from his best in the T20
World Cup, got his trademark
swing in the very first over of the
match. 

After a couple that shaped
away from Guptill, he bowled a
beautiful outswinger from length
to breach Daryl Mitchell’s
defence. New Zealand reached
41 for one in the powerplay after
a 15-run over from Deepak
Chahar, who was guilty of bowl-
ing too short or too full.

The Hong Kong-born
Chapman whipped and pulled
Chahar for a four and six in the
6th over to give the innings
much needed momentum.

India had the run rate under
control until 10 overs with New
Zealand reaching 65 for one.

Three big overs followed
with Chapman and Guptill
putting their foot on the pedal.

Ashwin was brought back
into the attack in the 14th and
he struck twice at a timely junc-
ture for his team with New
Zealand getting to 123 for
three in 15 overs.
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