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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday once again

unleashed a scathing attack
on dynastic politics and said
the “biggest threat” to the func-
tioning of a healthy democra-
cy is when a party is run by the
same family generation after
generation and the entire 
system of the party is 
controlled by it.

Without naming anyone,
Modi at a Constitution Day
event in the Central Hall of
Parliament hit out at family-
based parties, describing them
as “party for the family, party
by the family” and added, “I
don’t think I need to say 
anything more”.

The event was skipped by
15 Opposition parties, on the
call by the Congress, which
have been alleging that the
Government is “undermining
Parliamentary democracy”. 

Besides the constituents of
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), parties such as
the Biju Janata Dal, the YSR
Congress, the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi, the Bahujan
Samaj Party and the Telugu
Desam Party attended the

event. Addressing the gather-
ing, Modi said, “This event was
not that of any Government, or
of any political party, or of any
Prime Minister. The Speaker is
the pride of the House. It is a
dignified post. It is a matter of
Babasaheb Ambedkar’s 
dignity, the dignity of 
the Constitution.” 

In an apparent reference to
the Congress and some other
Opposition parties, Modi said
that in the form of family-based
parties from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari, India is heading
towards a kind of a crisis,
which is a matter of concern for
the people devoted to the
Constitution and those who
believe in democracy. He said
that more than one person
from a family joining a party on
the basis of merit and people’s
blessings does not make a
party dynastic, “but a party run
by one family generation after

generation and the family con-
trolling the entire system of the
party is the biggest threat to a
healthy democracy”. 

Continued on Page 2
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After scientists in South
Africa detected a new

Covid-19 variant B.1.1.529 with
as many as 50 mutations over-
all, Covid-19-battered coun-
tries were left in jitter with
many of them announcing
fresh travel curbs, quarantine
and vaccination rules for pas-
sengers travelling from and
via these South African coun-
tries. India has called for rig-
orous screening of passengers
from South Africa, Botswana,
and Hong Kong.

According to scientists, the
new Covid-19 variant is main-
ly affecting people in the under
25 age group, among whom the
vaccination rate against the
virus is only 26 per cent.
Current vaccines are not an
ideal match so might not work
quite as well, experts said but
added that “that doesn’t mean
they’ll offer zero protection”.

Over 100 cases have been
detected in South Africa, where
the new strain is slowly becom-
ing the dominant one. Israel
has identified a case of a Covid-
19 variant with a large number
of mutations “in a person who
returned from Malawi”. A case
has surfaced in Belgium too.

Two cases have been
detected in Hong Kong. In a
sign of the growing alarm, the
European Union separately

proposed prohibiting travel
from Southern Africa.

The United Kingdom was
the first country to declare
travel curbs from several south-
ern African countries and stat-
ed that passengers will have to
undergo a mandatory quaran-
tine. UK Health Secretary Sajid
Javid said six countries would
be added to the red list, with
flights being temporarily
banned. 

Continued on Page 2
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Good news for travellers,
students, corporate and

tourism sectors as the Ministry
of Civil Aviation on Friday
announced to resume sched-
uled international flights to
and from India from December
15 with 99 countries. 

The resumption will not
cover countries such as China,
South Africa, Singapore, Israel,
Hong Kong, the United
Kingdom, countries in Europe,
Brazil, Bangladesh, Botswana,
Mauritius, New Zealand and
Zimbabwe, where Covid-19 is
still not under control.

The decision was taken
after consultation with the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the
Ministry of External Affairs,
and the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare. Scheduled
international flights have been

on hold in India since March
23 last year due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

In an order, the Ministry
stated, “The matter of resump-
tion of scheduled commercial
international passenger ser-
vices to and from India has
been examined in consultation
with the Ministries of Home
Affairs, External Affairs and
Health and Family Welfare
and it has been decided that
scheduled commercial inter-
national passenger services to
and from India may be
resumed from December 
15, 2021.”

The announcement comes

two days after Civil Aviation
Secretary Rajiv Bansal said
international flight operations
are expected to return to 
normalcy soon, “by the end 
of this year”.

The Ministry wrote a letter
to the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) asking
it to take “further necessary
action” for the resumption of
scheduled international flights.

As per the order, the
Ministry has divided coun-
tries into three parts based on
Health Ministry’s Covid analy-
sis and accordingly allowed
resumption of flights. 

Continued on Page 2
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Expressing concern over the
developments in

Afghanistan, India on Friday
said it supported an inclusive
and representative Government
there and urged countries in
the region to coordinate 
respective approaches to 
terrorism, radicalisation and 
drug trafficking.

Making this point here at
the 18th meeting of the Russia,
India, China (RIC) trilateral
dialogue at the External
Ministers’ level, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
also said as a contiguous neigh-
bour and long-standing partner
of Afghanistan, India is con-
cerned about the suffering of
the Afghan people.

Participating in the meet-
ing in the virtual format along

with his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi and Russian Minister
Sergey Lavrov, he also said
India supports other provi-
sions of UN Security Council
Resolution 2593.

India has offered a supply
of 50,000 MT of wheat to
Afghanistan to address the
drought situation and said the
RIC countries need to work
together to ensure that human-

itarian assistance reaches the
Afghan people without hin-
drance and without politicisa-
tion, Jaishankar said.

In his opening remarks, he
said the agenda of the RIC
meeting include the fight
against Covid-19 pandemic,
Reforms of the Multilateral
System and International Hot-
spot Issues. 

Continued on Page 2
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Bihar is the poorest State in
the country followed by

Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, and
Meghalaya. According to the
Niti Aayog’s first
Multidimensional Poverty
Index (MPI) report, 51.91 per
cent population of Bihar is
poor, followed 42.16 per cent in
Jharkhand, 37.79 per cent in
Uttar Pradesh while Madhya
Pradesh (36.65 per cent) has
been placed fourth in the index,
Meghalaya (32.67 per cent) is
at the fifth spot.

As per the MPI report,

Kerala (0.71 per cent), Goa
(3.76 per cent), Sikkim (3.82
per cent), Tamil Nadu (4.89 per
cent) and Punjab (5.59 per
cent) have registered the low-
est poverty across India and are
at the bottom of the index.

The report said India’s MPI
has three equally weighted
dimensions, health, education
and standard of living, which
are represented by 12 indicators
namely nutrition, child and
adolescent mortality, antenatal

care, years of schooling, school
attendance, cooking fuel, san-
itation, drinking water, 
electricity, housing, assets and 
bank accounts.

Among Union Territories
(UTs), Dadra and Nagar Haveli
(27.36 per cent), Jammu &
Kashmir, and Ladakh (12.58),
Daman & Diu (6.82 per cent)
and Chandigarh (5.97 per
cent), have emerged as the
poorest UTs in India. 

Continued on Page 2
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Successive Chief Ministers
and even Governors who

were at the helm of affairs in
Jammu & Kashmir in the last
decade spent lavishly on hard-
selling the theme of “good
governance”. However, one
such ambitious project still
under construction for over
one decade clearly exposes the
“work culture” in the region. 

It is not just any other
infrastructure project but the
new legislative complex in
Jammu. There is no fund for 
its completion. 

Ironically, no attempts have

been made to expedite the
construction work and 
check the “unproductive” 
cost escalation.  

The foundation stone of
the complex was laid by the for-
mer Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah in Jammu on 
July 1, 2011.

Initially, the project was
estimated to be built at a cost
of �113 crore. Now the project
execution agency — Jammu
Kashmir Project Construction
Corporation Ltd (JKPCC) — is
awaiting the nod of the UT
administration to complete the
project at a revised cost of over
�190 crore.

According to the project
engineers, the work on the
project was going on smooth-
ly till 2015 but the same hit the
roadblock during the BJP-PDP
alliance Government in office.

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress and several
Opposition parties on

Friday boycotted the
Constitution Day event in the
Central Hall of Parliament to
convey that the Constitution is
being undermined during the
current BJP regime. 

Besides the Congress, sev-
eral other parties, including the
Left, TMC, NCP, DMK, Shiv
Sena, IUML, RSP, and the RJD,
skipped the event.

On the issue of not partic-
ipating in the event of
Constitution Day, Congress
Rajya Sabha member Anand
Sharma said the protest was
against the “authoritarian”
functioning of the BJP
Government as laws are enact-
ed bypassing Parliamentary
scrutiny and Parliamentary
democracy is insulted.

“Our protest today is based
on fundamental principles. We
have protested to remind the
country that the Constitution
is not being respected, the
Constitution is being under-
mined, Parliamentary democ-
racy is being undermined and
insulted with the enactment of
laws bypassing scrutiny which
is creating enormous prob-
lems because each law enacted
by Parliament impacts the
masses,” Sharma said at AICC
Press conference.

Continued on Page 2
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Chief Justice of India (CJI)
NV Ramana on Friday

asked lawyers to assist judges
and protect the judicial insti-
tution from “motivated and tar-
geted attacks” besides lending
a helping hand to those in need

for becoming worthy of the
confidence reposed in them by
the citizens. 

“I want to tell all of you,
that you must assist judges and
the institution. We are all ulti-

mately part of one large fami-
ly. Protect the institution from
motivated and targeted attacks.
Do not shy away from stand-
ing up for what is right, and
against what is wrong,” said the
CJI, who was speaking at the
Constitution Day celebration
organised by the Supreme
Court Bar Association (SCBA)
in the apex court’s lawns here. 

The SCBA’s two-day event
started on Friday to celebrate
Constitution Day, also known
as National Law Day. On the

same day in 1949, the
Constituent Assembly of India
had adopted the Constitution
which came into effect on
January 26, 1950. 

Justice Ramana stressed
the importance of “debate and
discussion” and said that the
Constitution is richer and a
more complex document in
comparison to when it was
adopted because of the dia-
logue which took place inside
and outside the courtroom. 

Continued on Page 2
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Mumbai: The Sensex nose-
dived 1,688 points while the
Nifty slumped below the
17,100-level on Friday as a
new and potentially vaccine-
resistant coronavirus variant
sent shockwaves through glob-
al markets. The variant, detect-
ed in South Africa, Botswana
and Hong Kong so far, has an
unusual combination of muta-
tions, as per initial reports.
Countries like Britain and
Japan have already imposed
travel restrictions, raising 
the spectre of a fresh wave 
of lockdowns.

Detailed report on P9
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On the completion of one
year on November 26 of

the farmers’ agitation against
the three farm laws, the farmer
groups on Friday assembled in
a large number at Delhi borders
— Singhu, Tikri, Ghazipur and
Shahjahanpur — to show sup-
port for the protesters on the
first anniversary of the begin-
ning of the farm agitation.  

Farmers flaunting colour-
ful turbans, sunshades, long
beards and twirling moustach-
es danced on tractors, distrib-
uted sweets and hugged each
other to mark the occasion that
seemed like a festival and
vowed to continue their agita-
tion to fulfil other six demands,
including legal guarantee of
minimum support price, com-
pensation to those who died
during protests, memorial for
them and the sacking and
arrest of Union Minister 
Ajay Mishra.

On the day of completion

of one year of farm agitation,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Friday tweeted farmers have
always been victorious in India
and will always continue to win
in the future as well. Priyanka
lauded the movement and said
that it would be known for the
“unshakable ‘satyagraha’ of the
farmers, the martyrdom of 700
farmers and the arrogance of
the ruthless BJP Government
and its atrocities towards the
farmers,” in a tweet in Hindi. 

Continued on Page 2
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Amaravati: As many as 16 people who were washed
away in the recent floods in Kadapa district on
Andhra Pradesh were still missing while the state
government said on Friday that another 44 were
killed in the deluge.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy made
a suo moto statement in the state Assembly on the
floods and the subsequent relief measures under-
taken by the state government.

He said an ex gratia of Rs five lakh each was
paid not only to the kin of the deceased, but also to
those of the missing persons.        He said for each
of the 1,169 houses fully damaged in the floods, Rs
95,100 was paid as compensation. Besides, a new
house at a cost of Rs 1.80 lakh would be construct-
ed for each of those families.        For partially dam-
aged houses, Rs 5,200 each was paid as compensa-
tion. Heavy rains that began on November 16 in SPS
Nellore, Kadapa, Chittoor and Anantapuramu dis-
tricts wrecked havoc on an unprecedented scale, the
Chief Minister pointed out.

New Delhi: Assam and
Mizoram on Friday resolved to
maintain peace and tranquilli-
ty along their inter-state border
and decided to set up com-
mittees to settle the boundary
disputes which claimed the
lives of five Assam Police per-
sonnel and a civilian in July.

The decisions were taken
at a meeting of Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
and his Mizoram counterpart
Zoramthanga in the presence
of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah here.

This was the second con-
secutive meeting in two days
between the chief ministers.
They had also met on Thursday
night over dinner. In a series
of tweets, Sarma said chief
minister-level talks will take
place from time to time.

"Heartening to share that I
along with HCM Mizoram Sri
@ZoramthangaCM met Hon
HM Sri @AmitShah this
evening in New Delhi. We
reaffirmed our resolve to main-
tain peace and tranquillity at
our borders.

"It has been decided that
both the states will constitute
committees for resolving the
border disputes through dis-
cussions. Towards this end,
Chief Ministers' level talks will
also take place from time to
time. We're grateful to Union
HM for his kind guidance and
support (sic)," Sarma tweeted.

Assam and Mizoram share
a 164-km-long border.
Zoramthanga had said on
Thursday that both the state
governments "will try" to
increase the fencing all along
the border.

The two chief ministers'
meetings in the national capi-
tal were held apparently fol-

lowing an intervention of the
Union Home Ministry, which
has been trying to resolve the
border disputes, officials said.

The Union government
wants a peaceful resolution to
the border dispute between
Assam and Mizoram and the
Union home minister is
believed to be in regular touch
with the two chief ministers, an
official said.

Following the July 26 vio-
lence, both Assam and
Mizoram Police registered sep-
arate cases naming each other's
political leaders and police and
civil officials. However, some of
these cases were withdrawn fol-
lowing a truce.

The chief secretaries and
DGPs of the two states on July
28 attended a meeting chaired
by Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla where the decision to
deploy a neutral central force
(CRPF) at the clash site was
taken.
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New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has carried
out multi-city searches in a
money laundering case against
then chief engineer Surinder
Pal Singh posted at various
offices of Punjab Mandi Board
and Greater Mohali Area
Development Authority
(GMADA) and his 
associates.

Besides Singh, the search-
es were conducted on Thursday
at the residential premises of
Gurdeep Singh Jujharand, busi-
ness premises of companies
controlled by him like Jhujhar
Construction & Travels Pvt. Ltd
and Fastway Transmission Pvt
Ltd, the agency said.

During the searches, a large
number of incriminating doc-
uments, digital devices, Indian
currency worth Rs 10.30 lakhs
and foreign currency equiva-
lent to USD 4,000 were 
seized.

A total of five lockers; and

fixed deposit receipts (FDRs)
worth Rs 6.70 crore have also
been frozen by the ED.

The ED had initiated
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of FIR regis-
tered and chargesheet filed by
Vigilance Bureau, Punjab
against Surinder Pal Singh and
others.

In the FIR, it was alleged
that Surinder Pal Singh mis-
used his official position and
allotted multi-crore projects
to his favoured firms/compa-
nies, thereby ensuring illegal
monetary gains for himself, his
family members and to the
companies/firms/entities to
which the illegal favors were
extended by him.

The ED investigation fur-
ther revealed that the modus
operandi adopted by Surinder
Pal Singh was to set up com-
panies in the name of his fam-
ily members and his close asso-
ciates. PNS
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From Page 1
Hitting back at the Prime

Minister, Sharma said Modi
wanted to change history itself
and obliterate the memory of
those who sacrificed for the
freedom of the country.  “The
BJP had no role in the freedom
struggle which Mahatma
Gandhi led. All leaders were
Congressmen. 

The BJP is seeking out
these leaders. They know their
ancestors had no role in the
freedom struggle. Rather, they
were complicit with the British
who crushed the freedom
movement,” he said.

“Had democracy been in
danger, had Constitution not
been respected, Modi could not
have become PM in 2014
through a free and fair elec-
tion...(It was) only because
democracy had thrived and
flourished in India,” he said.
The Congress leader 
said the criticism of the
Opposition by the Prime
Minister and his colleagues is
unwarranted.

Noting that while the
Congress honours the
Constitution and respects the
President, he said non-inclu-
sion of leaders of Opposition
parties and a mere formal
invite to sit in the event is not
acceptable.

Meanwhile, Congress on
Friday issued a three-line whip
to its Parliamentarians asking
them to be present in both
houses of Parliament when a
bill to repeal three farm laws

will be brought on the first day
of the Winter Session on
Monday. Leaders of various
Opposition parties will also
meet in the morning of
November 29 to ensure unity
and synergy among themselves
during the upcoming Winter
Session of Parliament.

“Some very important
issues will be taken up for dis-
cussion in the Rajya Sabha on
Monday, November 29, 2021.
All members of the Congress
party in the Rajya Sabha are
requested to kindly remain
present in the House from 11
a.m onwards till the adjourn-
ment of the house on Monday,
November 29, 2021, without
fail and support the party
stand,” said the whip issued by
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh to the party members
in the Rajya Sabha.

A similar whip was issued
for the Lok Sabha MPs of the
Congress by party leader K
Suresh. The Opposition party
has also asked its MPs to sup-
port its view and remain pre-
sent in Parliament from 11 a.m
onwards.

Leader of Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge has also written to the
leaders of various political par-
ties, urging them to participate
in a meeting of Opposition par-
ties on Monday to draw syn-
ergy in the Opposition strate-
gy in Parliament. 

The Winter Session of
Parliament begins on
November 29 and the
Government will table a bill to
repeal the three farm laws.

From Page 1
“The Constitution of today, built upon the foun-

dations laid by the framers, is a richer and more
complex document than what it was when it was
adopted in 1949. This is a result of the dialogue that
took place both inside and outside the Courtroom,
resulting in novel and unique interpretations,” he
said.  The CJI said “perhaps, the most important
feature of the Indian Constitution is the fact that
it provides a framework for debate. It is through
such debate and discussion that the nation ulti-
mately progresses, evolves, and achieves higher lev-
els of welfare for the people. The most direct and
visible players in this process are, of course, the
lawyers and judges of this country.”

He recalled the contributions of legendry
lawyers, Mahatma Gandhi, Dr BR Ambedkar,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Lala Lajpat Rai, Sardar Patel, and
Alladi Krishnaswamy Iyer in the freedom struggle
and making of the Constitution and asked lawyers
to “take an active role in lending your hand to those
in need. Take up cases pro bono whenever possi-
ble. Be worthy of the confidence reposed in you by
the public.” 

“As people with intimate knowledge of the
Constitution and the laws, it is also your respon-
sibility to educate the rest of the citizenry about the
role that they play in society. The history, present,
and the future of this nation lie on your shoulders,”
the CJI told lawyers.  

The legal profession is called a noble profession
for a reason and it demands “expertise, experience,
and commitment”, like any other profession, he said,
adding that it also requires “integrity, knowledge
of social issues, social responsibility, and civic virtue.
You must be leaders and mentors in society.” 

He said that everybody should take a pledge
to propagate the ideas that form the basis of the
Constitution: freedom, equality, and justice in all
of its facets for all people.  Besides felicitating five
lawyers for completing 50 years in the profession,
the CJI also congratulated advocates who were given
certificates for writing and publishing books in the
function where SCBA President Vikas Singh and
others were also present. 

From Page 1
The Prime Minister said the spirit of the Constitution

and every section of it is hurt when political parties lose
their democratic character. “How can the parties which
have lost their democratic character protect democra-
cy,” he asked. Elaborating on the spirit behind celebrating
Constitution Day, Modi said it was during the 125th birth
anniversary of Babasaheb Ambedkar, “We all felt that
what could be a greater auspicious occasion than the gift
that Babasaheb Ambedkar had given to this country, we
should always remember his contribution in the form
of a memory book (Smriti Granth)”.

He said it would have been better if along with estab-
lishing the tradition of Republic Day on January 26,
Constitution Day was also established on November 26
at that time itself.  Modi said opposition to marking the
day was not just being shown now but when the
Government had decided to mark Constitution Day, even
then it had met with criticism from some quarters. But
now the country is not ready to hear such a view when
it is a matter concerning Babasahab Ambedkar, he added.
The Prime Minister also warned against the tendency
of forgetting and glorifying convicted corrupt people.
He said that while giving an opportunity to reform, “We
should refrain from glorifying such people in public life”. 

The Prime Minister said today is the day to pay
homage to the far-sighted great personalities such as
Babasaheb Ambedkar, Rajendra Prasad, Mahatma
Gandhi and to all those who made sacrifices during the
freedom struggle.  “Today is the day to salute this House.
Under the leadership of such stalwarts, after much churn-
ing and discussion, the nectar of our Constitution
emerged,” he said 

Modi also emphasised that today is the day to bow
to this House of democracy also. The Prime Minister
also paid homage to the martyrs of the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attack. In his remarks, the Prime Minister said
Constitution Day should also be celebrated because our
path should constantly be evaluated whether it is right
or not. Modi said Mahatma Gandhi had tried to pre-
pare the people for their duties, even while fighting for
rights in the freedom movement. The event was also
addressed by President Ram Math Kovind, Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu, and Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla. 

President Kovind also released the digital version
of Constituent Assembly Debates, a digital version of a
calligraphed copy of the Constitution, and an updated
version of the Constitution that includes all amendments
to date.

From Page 1
Incidentally, he is the chairman of the

grouping since September last year and hand-
ed over to the Chinese Minister after the day-
long meet. Jaishankar reaffirmed India’s con-
tinued commitment to foster closer dialogue
and cooperation among the three largest
nations in the Eurasian region under the RIC
mechanism. “I believe that our cooperation in
areas like trade, investment, healthcare, edu-
cation, science and technology, and politics
could significantly contribute to global growth,
peace and stability. This would be in line with
our common ethos of recognising the “world
as a family”. Our approach to global develop-
ment should be human-centric and not leave
anyone behind,” he said.

The Covid pandemic has shown the inter-
dependence of an inter-connected world. The
need of the hour is, therefore, “one earth one
health”. That means a timely, transparent,
effective and non-discriminatory internation-
al response to global health challenges includ-
ing pandemics, with equitable and affordable
access to medicines and critical health supplies,
Jaishankar said.

Since joining the UN Security Council as
a non-permanent member in January this year,
India has been actively contributing to finding
mutually acceptable solutions to international
and regional issues. “We believe that a multi-
polar and re-balanced world based on sover-
eign equality of nations and respect for inter-
national law and contemporary realities requires
reformed multilateralism,” he said.

From Page 1
Puducherry having 1.72 per cent of

its population as poor, Lakshadweep
(1.82 per cent), Andaman & Nicobar
Islands (4.30 per cent) and Delhi (4.79
per cent) have fared better.

Bihar also has the highest number
of malnourished people followed by
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Bihar also
ranks worst when it comes to percent-
age of population deprived of maternal
health, percentage of population
deprived of years of schooling, school
attendance and percentage of popula-
tion deprived of cooking fuel and elec-
tricity.

According to the report, India’s
national MPI measure uses the global-
ly accepted and robust methodology
developed by the Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Initiative (OPHI)
and the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). 

Importantly, as a measure of mul-
tidimensional poverty, it captures mul-
tiple and simultaneous deprivation
faced by households, it added.

The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) framework, adopted by
193 countries in 2015, has redefined
development policies, government pri-
orities, and metrics for measuring
development progress across the world.

The SDG framework, with 17 glob-
al goals and 169 targets, is significant-
ly wider in scope and scale relative to
the Millennium Development Goals
(MDG), its predecessor.

The national MPI measure has
been constructed by utilising 12 key
components which cover areas such as
health and nutrition, education and
standard of living. 

From Page 1
“But in India, the farmers were, are and will always

be victorious. The victory of the farmers’ struggle is proof
of this,” she added, in an apparent reference to the Centre’s
recent decision to repeal the farm laws, following con-
tinued protests.

Meanwhile, the farmer groups claimed that lakhs of
farmers took part in the assemblies, rallies, marches, chak-
ka jams, held in Karnataka, West Bengal, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu, Jharkhand, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha among other States. 

Thousands of them have flocked to the site over the
last few days, buoyed by the Government’s announce-
ment to repeal the farms laws, to mark the completion
of one year of a dogged protest that saw a long dusty patch
of the Delhi-Karnal road between Delhi and Sonepat turn
into a makeshift town with bamboo huts and all the basic
amenities one could think of. Children and elderly, men
and women, carried flags of their farmer unions and
raised slogans of victory “Inquilab Zindabad” and
“Mazdoor Kisan Ekta Zindabad” amid passionate non-
stop beating of drums. In a statement, the farmers said
that in Karnataka, farmers and workers organized
chakka jams, and blockaded state highways in Bangalore,
Srirangapatna, Chickballapur, Belgaum, Vijaypura,
Bhagewadi. A vehicle rally was also held in Chickballapur.
Protest programmes were also held in Mysuru, Kolar,
Devangere in Karnataka. In West Bengal, SKM West
Bengal held a massive public rally at Y Channel,
Dharamtalla, Kolkata which was followed by a huge pro-
cession from Dharmatalla to Sealdah station. In Patna,
a joint procession of farmers and workers was organized
from Buddha Smriti Park to the collectorate, which sub-
mitted a memorandum of demands to the District
Collector. Protest prgrammes were also held in Sitamadhi,
Rohtas, Bhojpur, Khagaria, Begusarai, Samastipur,
Buxar, Darbhanga, Gaya, Arwal, Nalanda, Shekhpura, and
other districts of Bihar. A massive tractor rally was held
in Raipur. In Bijapur district of Bastar in Chhattisgarh,
tribal peasants observed the anniversary of the farm
movement with Dharnas at Silger and Gangalore. At both
the places tribals are protesting against Adani and other
corporates, and the deaths of four tribals in police fir-
ing on May 16, 2021.

Farm protests were held in Gunturu, Vijayangaram,
and other places in Andhra Pradesh. Protest events were
also held in Tamil Nadu, Jharkhand, Telangana, Odisha
among other States.

From Page 1
The countries that the Health Ministry has

identified as not “at-risk” of Covid-19 will get
“full capacity entitlements according to the
bilateral air service agreements”, the Ministry
noted.

The order  said if a country has been iden-
tified to be “at-risk” of Covid-19 and has an
air bubble agreement with India, then “75 per
cent of pre-Covid scheduled international
flight operations of Indian or foreign carrier
whichever is higher or a minimum of seven
frequencies per week subject to availability of
entitlements under bilateral agreements will
be permitted”.

In its circular, the Health Ministry has put
countries in Europe, including the United
Kingdom, and South Africa, Brazil,
Bangladesh, Botswana, China, Mauritius,
New Zealand, Zimbabwe, Singapore, Hong
Kong and Israel under the “at-risk” category.
However, special flights under the Air Bubble
arrangement will continue.

For a country that has been identified to
be “at-risk” of Covid-19 and does not have an
air-bubble agreement with India, then only “50
per cent of bilateral capacity entitlements or
50 per cent of pre-Covid operations of Indian
or foreign carrier, whichever is higher”, will
be permitted.

Restrictions were eased gradually - as the
caseload dropped and vaccination coverage
increased, with ‘air bubble’ arrangements with
other countries. India currently has 28 such
deals.

Under such a deal, international passen-
ger flights can be operated by member coun-
tries’ respective carriers into each other’s ter-
ritories, subject to certain conditions.

“The seats under air bubble arrangement
which have already been sold by airlines,
which are more than the capacity entitlements
under bilateral air service agreements avail-
able with the airlines, will be allowed to be
operated till December 14, 2021.”

From Page 1
According to these official sources, it is around the

same time the project executing agency had sought clear-
ance from the Government as the revised cost was pro-
jected to be over �150 crore. So far around �80 crore has
been spent by the JKPCC.

Non-availability of the funds not only delayed the
completion of the project but added to the cost escala-
tion.  After the fall of the BJP-PDP alliance Government,
the project remained a non-starter.

In August 2019, even after the erstwhile State of
Jammu and Kashmir was reorganised following the
Abrogation of Article 370 and Article 35A the project
executing agency failed to receive the funds to complete
the pending works. The work was delayed further dur-
ing Covid-19 pandemic.    Executive Director and JKPCC
Chief Engineer Pradeep Kumar Sharma told The
Pioneer, “Recently  Chief Secretary Arun Kumar Mehta
had visited the project site and issued necessary direc-
tions to submit the revised proposals and restart the work
on the project on ground zero at the earliest.”

According to official sources, the mult- story struc-
ture is almost complete. Some civil/finishing works are
left beside a connecting bridge to the complex.

“Once the funds are made available to us we should
be able to complete the pending works in less than 6
months time”, a senior JKPCC engineer added.

Referring to certain design modifications  Chief
Engineer Pardeep Sharma said, “We are working hard
on it. We will soon recall design consultants of the pro-
ject to submit a revised proposal incorporating all the
necessary modifications for a formal approval.”

He said we are not supposed to furnish the Upper
House as the same has been abolished. Sharma, however,
admitted the project was delayed over the non-availability
of funds in the initial stages. Project Engineers also attrib-
uted the escalated cost of the project to certain modifi-
cations suggested at a later stage which included the
installation of the most advanced electro-mechanical and
sound system The complex has been equipped with a
modern firefighting/alarm system, lifts, digital lighting
control system, FACADE lighting, LAN, CCTV, PAVA,
AV system, and solar lights besides rainwater harvest-
ing and treatment systems. 

From Page 1
However, no cases have been confirmed

in the UK as of now.
Same is the case with Italy which also

banned entry of those who have been in South
Africa, Lesotho, Botswana, Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, Namibia or Swaziland in the past
fortnight due to fears over a new coronavirus
variant. Health Minister Roberto Speranza said
scientists were studying the new B.1.1.529 vari-
ant, "and in the meantime, we will follow the
path of maximum caution".

Similarly, Germany joined Britain in ban-
ning most travel from South Africa as gov-
ernments scramble to prevent the spread of a
new Covid-19 variant with a large number of
mutations Singapore said it will restrict
arrivals from seven African countries. "All
non-Singaporeans and people without per-
manent residency in the city-state who have
recent travel history to the seven countries will
be barred from entering or transiting through
Singapore," the Health Ministry added. The
fresh curbs will be effective from Sunday, it
said. 

Scotland too took a cue from the UK
Government's decision, saying anyone arriv-
ing from the six countries will have to self-iso-
late and take two PCR tests, while hotel quar-
antine will be in place from 04:00 GMT on
Saturday.  France suspended all flights com-
ing from southern Africa for 48 hours. French
Health Minister Olivier Veran told news
agency Reuters that the new variant had not
yet been "diagnosed" in Europe and added that
all passengers who recently arrived from the
region will be tested and closely monitored.

The World Health Organization has called
for caution in the initial stages of dealing with
this variant; more research needs to be con-
ducted to understand how B.1.1.529 behaves,
the global health body said. 

Dr Maria Van Kerkhove, WHO's Covid-
19 Technical Lead, underlined the importance
of ensuring complete vaccination.
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Ahead of the Assembly polls
in Punjab, AAP leader and

Delhi Education Minister
Manish Sisodia on Friday
called upon his Punjab coun-
terpart Pargat Singh for pre-
senting a list of 250
Government schools which
have been improved in the
five years of the Congress
Government for a public com-
parison of their education
models. “Punjab’s Education
Minister Pargat Singh has
accepted my challenge for a
debate on improvement in 250
schools in Delhi and Punjab. I
am waiting for a list of 250
schools in Punjab which have
improved in the past five
years,” Sisodia tweeted in
Hindi.

“I will also submit a sim-
ilar list of Delhi schools. We
both will then visit these
schools together and invite the
media so that people can form

an opinion about schools in
Delhi and Punjab and the edu-
cation models of two states.

“(Delhi) CM Arvind
Kejriwal is also visiting Mohali
tomorrow. He will meet the
teachers in Punjab who have
been agitating for their
demands. Who can talk better
about improved situation in
schools other than teachers?”
he added.

Sisodia had on Thursday
invited his Punjab counter-
part for a public debate on the
education models under the
two governments.

He had also proposed a
joint visit to 10 Government
schools each in Punjab and
Delhi. Responding to his invite,
Singh tweeted earlier in the
day,” I welcome the Hon. Edu.
Minister of Delhi Sh.@msiso-
dia’s suggestion to compare
Punjab govt schools with Delhi
Schools. However We will take
250 schools each of Punjab and
Delhi instead of 10 schools”.
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The Delhi High Court Friday
advanced to December 10

the hearing on pleas to declare
the PM CARES Fund a ‘State’
under the Constitution and a
‘public authority’ under the
RTI Act to ensure transparen-
cy in its functioning. 

A bench of Chief Justice
DN Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh allowed the applications
for early hearing by the peti-
tioner Samyak Gangwal and
said, “Looking into the facts of
the case, we allow the applica-
tions and prepone the date of
hearing to December 10”. 

The matter was last listed
on November 18 when it was
adjourned till December 20
after the bench did not assem-
ble.  The petitioner has filed
two petitioners seeking a direc-
tion to declare the PM CARES
Fund a ‘State’ under the
Constitution to ensure trans-
parency in its functioning and
also to declare it a ‘public
authority’ under the RTI Act.
The pleas are being heard
together. The petitioner has

said that the PM CARES Fund
is a ‘State’ as it was formed by
the Prime Minister on March
27, 2020, to extend assistance
to the citizens of India in the
wake of the public health emer-
gency -- the ongoing Covid-19
Pandemic.

His counsel had told the
court that if it is found that the
PM CARES Fund is not ‘State’
under the Constitution, usage
of the domain name ‘gov’, the
Prime Minister’s photograph,
state emblem, etc has to be
stopped. However, an affidavit
filed by an Under-Secretary at
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) who is discharging his
functions in the PM Cares
Trust on an honorary basis, had
said the PM CARES Fund is
not a government fund as
donations to it do not go to the
Consolidated Fund of India
and no third party information
can be parted with irrespective
of its status under the
Constitution and the RTI Act.

It had said the trust func-
tions with transparency and its
funds are audited by an  char-
tered accountant.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday asked

the Central Government to
compensate families of farmers
who lost their lives during the
agitation against the three farm
laws and provide a guarantee
for the Minimum Support
Price (MSP). He also demand-
ed that the Government with-
draw cases against farmers and
immediately sack Union
Minister Ajay Mishra.

In a single day session,
Kejriwal referred to the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence and
questioned the BJP ruled
Central Government  over the
delay in sacking Mishra whose
son has been arrested for his
alleged role in the violence that
left nine people dead. “The
Lakhimpur incident is very
painful… Why cannot the
Centre remove him? I do not
know what their compulsion is,
but the entire country wants
that he (Mishra) should be
removed.”

Congratulating the farm-
ers, Kejriwal said that the farm-
ers’ Satyagraha has shown that
truth and strong will power will
always win against injustice.

The Delhi Assembly also

passed the resolution tabled by
the Development Minister
Gopal Rai on the victory of the
farmers’ struggle, “farmers were
forced to a point where they
had to protest against the elect-
ed Government  of their own
country for a whole year. Never
thought that farmers in inde-
pendent India would be sub-
jected to filthy abuses like anti-
national, Khalistani, agents of
China-Pakistan. If all the farm-
ers of our country are anti-
nationals, then what are the
people who are hurling abuses
at them? This is the victory of
democracy and it has increased
people’s faith in democracy, “
he added, “ the Assembly  fully
supports the pending demands
of farmers including MSP,
withdrawing all false cases
against farmers.” 

Addressing the special ses-
sion, Kejriwal said, “Exactly
one year ago, the Kisan
Andolan started after the
Centre passed the three _’Kaale
Kanoon’_ or black farm laws.
They did not bother to ask or
consult the farmers even once
about this decision that ended
up wreaking havoc all over the
country because of their arro-
gance. Because of the fact that
they have a majority in the Lok
Sabha and lead the Rajya

Sabha, they have been blinded
by this sense of arrogance that
they can get away with their
tyranny. When the farmers
came to Delhi they thought
that the farmers would come,
shout on the streets for a few
days, get tired and go back. Last
year on November 26th, this
movement started on the bor-
ders of Delhi. It has been one
whole year now and this
movement has turned out to be
successful.”

Kejriwal mentioned that
women from Punjab partici-
pated in the protest saying,”I
want to especially recognise the
contribution of the farmers of
Punjab in this movement.
Specifically, how they lead
everyone towards a common
cause. I salute the courage of
the women of Punjab who
walked in unison braving the
harsh weather and overcoming
all hurdles. When we used to
see them we could only think
of how we’d need heaters and
blankets to protect us from the
winters of Delhi but all that the
farmers needed was sheer will
and courage. The farmers
fought through tough sum-
mers, rains and even COVID
and dengue. It is because of
such determination that their
demands were met.”
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NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday announced that his
Government will include
Kartarpur Sahib (Pakistan) in
the CM’s free pilgrimage
scheme for the senior citizens
of Delhi. The first batch of
devotees will leave on January
5th in a deluxe bus from Delhi
to Kartarpur. Earlier, CM
Kejriwal announced that the
first train for Ayodhya, under

the free pilgrimage scheme,
would depart from Delhi on
December 3, and the registra-
tions for the same have start-
ed.The CM added that the
free pilgrimage to the
Vailankanni Church in Tamil
Nadu has also been included in
the list of places of pilgrimage
under the free Teerth Yatra
scheme for the benefit of senior
citizens of the Christian com-
munity of Delhi. 
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The Delhi Assembly on
Friday suspended BJP

MLA Jitender Mahajan from its
one-day special session and
also marshalled out BJP legis-
lators Anil Bajpai and Mohan
Singh Bisht for allegedly dis-
rupting the proceedings of the
House. Other BJP MLAs

walked out of the House to
boycott the proceedings in
support of their suspended
and marshalled out colleagues.

As soon as the proceedings
of the special session began, the
BJP MLAs demanded to be
heard on various issues such as
the new liquor policy, rising air
pollution in the city, and high

value-added tax on fuel among
others.

Assembly Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel denied any dis-
cussion on these issues saying
the one-day session had been
called for a special purpose and
only items listed in the agenda
will be discussed. “No other
discussion will be allowed,” he
said.
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The Delhi Government has
called a meeting of the

Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) to discuss
steps that need to be taken in
view of the threat of a new
Covid-19 variant from African
countries.  Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said on Friday.
“In view of the threat from the
new Covid-19 variant from
African countries, we have
requested experts to make a
presentation to the DDMA on
Monday and suggest what steps
we should take. We will take all
steps necessary to protect you
and your family,” he tweeted.

The Centre on Thursday
had asked all States and Union
Territories

to conduct rigorous screen-
ing and testing of all interna-
tional travellers coming from
or transiting through South
Africa, Hong Kong and
Botswana, where a new Covid-
19 variant of serious public
health implications  has been
reported.

The new variant of Covid-
19, feared to have a high
amount of spike  mutations
unseen before, has been detect-
ed in South Africa, with
authorities there confirming 22
positive cases associated with it
on Thursday

������
	��
����	�
6
�����

	���
2�

�
	(������
	�
��
>5=5>=&�

More than 50 Muslims per-
formed Friday Namaz at

a corner of an open ground
located at Sector-37 which is
also adjoining to the Sector-37
police station despite disrup-
tions by Hindu organisations.

Meanwhile, at the same
location, Hindu organisations
also offered Hawan and Aarti
in their attempt to stop Friday
Namaz in an open area.

Many members of Hindu
organisations had gathered at
the site on Friday morning at
around 11 am and performed
Hawan and Aarti.

They also shouted slogans
such as “Jai Shree Ram”, “
Hanuman Chalisa” and sang
religious Bhajans.

However, the heavy police
force was also stationed at the
spot to avoid any untoward
incidents. Police officials in
plain clothes were also present
at the spot to assess the situa-
tion.

Hazi Shahad Khan,
Chairman Muslim Ekta
Manch, who performed Namaz
along with Muslim people at
the site said, “Sector-37 site was
one of the designated sites for
Namaz and since 18-20 years
Muslims are performing Friday
Namaz here and there was no
disruption since then but last
one month few people of
Hindu organisation are trying
to continuously disrupt Friday
prayers which will not be tol-
erated. We will soon approach

before the local authority
against this act.”

Meanwhile, Hindu organ-
isations said they will not allow
anyone to grab land in the
name of religious activities.

“We had informed the dis-
trict administration that we will
perform Hawan and Aarti at
the Sector-37 ground. This
was not a designated site for
Namaz it is an illegal activity
that is being done by Muslims.
Local used to play cricket here
and the Muslims are disrupting

their game,” said a member of
a Hindu organisation.

The Hindu organisations
also claimed that they had
performed hawan to pay
homage to the soldiers who
were martyred during the
26/11 attacks on Mumbai.

Meanwhile, several
Muslims performed Friday
prayers at the ground without
mats. Few also offered Namaz
while standing.

“We have written permis-
sion of 20 sites for Friday
prayers in Gurugram and
Sector-37 was one of them.
This site was decided on a com-
mittee in front of the District
Commissioner Gurugram, in
which Hindu organization peo-
ple were also present. Few
anti-social elements are behind
today’s incident. The adminis-
tration needs to take strict
action against such people. If
such people disrupt Namaz
everywhere then where we will
offer Friday Namaz”
Muhammad Aslam, a com-
mittee member said.

��


�	���	��	�� �%3�4%.!�

Delhi’s air quality worsened
on Friday due to

unfavourable meteorological
conditions, the air quality index
(AQI) settled at 386 micro-
grams per cubic on the
National Ambient Air Quality
Index (NAAQI), which falls in
the very poor category.

According to SAFAR (
System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And
Research), a unit of Ministry of

Earth Sciences (MoES), the
overall AQI indicated the high-
er end of  very poor’ category
and likely to touch ‘severe’ by
Friday night. “Local surface

winds are likely to increase
slightly for the next two days
increasing dispersion of pollu-
tants leading to slight improve-
ment but AQI remains at ‘high-
er end of very poor’ category.”
“The share of stubble burning
(Count 274) related pollutants
is eight percent in Delhi’s
PM2.5. Mixing layer height
and wind are the dominant fac-
tors controlling air quality.
From the 29th significant
improvement in AQI is expect-
ed due to high wind speed.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led the nation in pay-

ing homage to the victims of
the Mumbai terror attacks 13
years ago and said the wounds
cannot be forgotten. The
Pakistani envoy to New Delhi
too was summoned here to
demand the expeditious trial of
those responsible for the das-
tardly incident in which 166
people including 26 foreign
nationals were killed.

The attacks by a 10-mem-
ber squad of Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorists began on
November 26, 2008.  Pakistan
arrested seven LeT operatives,
including operations com-
mander Zakiur Rahman
Lakhvi, but there has been lit-
tle headway in their trial.

Remembering the victims,
the Prime Minister said in a
video, “India can’t forget the
wounds of the Mumbai attacks.
Now, today’s India is combat-
ing terrorism with a new pol-
icy and new ways.”

“I pay my homage to all
those who died in the Mumbai
attacks. Many brave police per-
sonnel were martyred in this
attack. I also pay homage to
them,” Modi said.

The video said victims of
the terror attacks “from India
and across the world await
justice”. It included images of
the assault on Mumbai’s icon-
ic Taj Mahal Palace Hotel and
tributes to security personnel
killed in the attacks.

Footage of world leaders
such as former UN secretary-
general Ban Ki-moon con-
demning the attacks and pay-
ing tribute to victims during
visits to Mumbai were includ-

ed in the video. Among the
leaders featured in the video
were former US president
Barack Obama, the duke and
duchess of  Cambridge,
Belgium’s King Philippe, and
UK foreign secretary Liz
Truss.

Meanwhile, India sum-
moned a senior diplomat of the
Pakistan High Commission
here and issued a note verbale
“reiterating India’s call for an
expeditious trial in the
Mumbai terror attacks case”.

The note also called on the
Pakistan government “to abide
by its commitment to not
allow territories under its con-
trol for terrorism against India”,
according to a statement from
the external affairs ministry
said.

“It is a matter of deep
anguish that even after 13
years of this heinous terror
attack, the families of 166 vic-
tims from 15 countries across
the globe still await closure,
with Pakistan showing little
sincerity in bringing the per-
petrators to justice,” the state-
ment said.

“The 26/11 terrorist attack
was planned, executed and
launched from Pakistani terri-
tory. The former Prime

Minister of Pakistan had gone
on record and admitted that
the terrorists were sent from
Pakistan’s soil,” the statement
said, in a reference to former
premier Nawaz Sharif.

“We once again call on the
government of Pakistan to
give up double standards and
to expeditiously bring the per-
petrators of the horrific attack
to justice. This is not just a
matter of Pakistan’s account-
ability to the families of the
innocent victims who fell to
terrorists, but also an interna-
tional obligation,” it said.

“The Government of India
will continue to make every
effort to seek justice for the
families of the victims and the
martyrs,” it said adding the gov-
ernment and people of India
remembered victims of the
“dastardly attack” on the 13th
anniversary of the event.

A memorial event was
organised by the Maharashtra
government at the Police
Memorial in Mumbai. Indian
missions in the 14 countries
whose nationals were killed in
the Mumbai attacks also
organised memorial events for
the victims and reminded the
world of the continuing glob-
al threat of terrorism.
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The CBI has received sanction
to prosecute retired

Allahabad High Court Judge
Justice S N Shukla in a corrup-
tion case linked to alleged favour
granted to a private medical col-
lege through his judicial pro-
nouncement.

The CBI had sought per-
mission from the High Court to
prosecute the retired judge, on
April 16 this year, in line with
compliance of Prevention of
Corruption Act for prosecuting
him, official sources said.

Having secured a sanction
from the High Court, the CBI
can now proceed with a
chargesheet in the case against
the retired judge as the probe in
the matter has already been
wrapped up, officials said.

The sanction to prosecute
the retired judge, a prime
accused in the case, was sought
by the agency after the probe in
the case suggested prima facie
culpability of the named accused
in the case, the sources said.

Besides Justice Shukla of the
Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court, the
agency had also named retired
Chhattisgarh High Court judge
I M Quddusi (was earlier arrest-
ed in this case), Bhagwan Prasad
Yadav and Palash Yadav of the
Prasad Education Trust, the
Trust itself and private persons
Bhavna Pandey and Sudhir Giri
as accused in the FIR, they said.

The accused persons and
the Trust were booked under
Indian Penal Code Section 120-
B (criminal conspiracy) and
provisions of the Prevention of

Corruption Act.
Illegal gratification was

allegedly paid to one of the
accused named in the FIR by the
Trust in order to get a favourable
court order, officials said refer-
ring to the FIR.

After registering the FIR, the
CBI had conducted searches at
multiple locations in Lucknow,
Meerut and the national capital
in December 2019, including at
the then serving judge Justice
Shukla’s premises in Lucknow,
they said.

It is alleged that the Prasad
Institute of Medical Sciences was
debarred by the Centre from
admitting students due to sub-
standard facilities and non-ful-
filment of the required criteria
in May 2017, along with 46 other
medical colleges that were also
barred on similar grounds for
students' intake, they further
said.

The decision to debar the
Institute from admitting stu-
dents was challenged by the
Trust before the Supreme Court
through a writ petition, they
added.

Subsequently, a conspiracy
was hatched by the accused
persons and the Trust and the
petition was withdrawn with the
apex court's permission.

Another writ petition was
filed before the Lucknow bench
of the High Court on August 24,
2017.

It was further alleged in the
FIR that the petition was heard
on August 25, 2017 by a division
bench of the court comprising
Justice Shukla and an order
favourable to the Trust was
passed the same day, they added.
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The Supreme Court on Friday
a g re e d

to hear the
plea of
P r a s h a n t
Bhushan-led
NGO challenging the Delhi
High Court order which upheld
the Centre's decision to appoint
senior IPS officer Rakesh
Asthana as Delhi Police
Commissioner. A bench of
Justices D Y Chandrachud and
A S Bopanna issued notice to the
Centre and Asthana and sought
their response on the plea of the
NGO, the Centre for Public
Interest Litigation. The NGO has
filed a writ petition and an
appeal against the appointment
of Asthana as Delhi Police
Commissioner four days before
his superannuation on July 31. 

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for the
NGO, said that they have filed
the appeal as directed by the top
court on November 18.  Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for Centre and Senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi, represent-
ing Asthana said that they would
file their replies in two weeks. 

On October 12, the Delhi
High Court upheld the
Centre's decision to appoint
Asthana as Delhi Police
Commissioner, saying there
was “no irregularity, illegality
or infirmity” in his selection.
Dismissing a PIL challenging
his selection, it had said the
justification and reasons given
by the Centre for appointing
Asthana are plausible, calling
for no interference in judicial
review.
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Taking note of the historical
perspective of barriers and

challenges faced by women in
participation in elections in
India, Chief Election
Commissioner Sushil Chandra
said on Friday after seven
decades and 17 General
Elections since Independence,
women's participation in India
has exceeded that of men and
stood at more than 67 percent
in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls. 

Addressing an interna-
tional webinar on ‘Enhancing
Electoral Participation of
Women, Persons with
Disabilities and Senior
Citizens', Chandra narrated
how the Election Commission
made special efforts to enhance
the participation on women,
people with disabilities, senior
citizens and transgenders.

“Gender gap, a crucial
parameter, which was -16.71%
in 1962, has not only closed but
reversed to +0.17% in 2019. In
fact India has witnessed a
235.72% increase in female
electors since the 1971 elec-
tions,” he said. The poll panel,

Chandra said, has made con-
sistent efforts and has gone that
extra mile to empower and
facilitate the participation of
senior citizens and persons
with disabilities.   

In most countries and ter-
ritories, voting rights were
granted to women in a piece-
meal manner, he observed.
The United States took 144
years to give equal voting
rights to women, he pointed
out. 

In India, women got the
right to vote the year the coun-
try was born. This does not
obliviate the fact that many
Indian women campaigned
for equal right to vote. The
Indian suffragette movement
gathered momentum with the
participation of more and
more women in the freedom
struggle, he said. 

The real logistics issue
came up in the preparation of
electoral rolls when a large
number of women, owing to
customary practice, refused
to disclose their own names
and wanted to be registered as
A's wife or B's mother, he
recalled.
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Army chief General M M
Naravane on Friday

reviewed the operational pre-
paredness of the armed forces
in Jaisalmer to fight modern-
day war in a synergised man-
ner.

He undertook the two-day
visit ending Friday to Rajasthan
to an exercise location in
Jaisalmer to review exercise
‘Dakshin Shakti’ conducted by
the Southern Command of
Indian Army with an aim to
ensure integrated application of
forces in Multi-Domain
Operations and upholding the
nation’s military aims over the
entire spectrum of conflict. 

During the past one week,
units and formations of the
Indian Army practiced tactical
and operational 
manoeuvres by its Infantry,
Mechanised Formations and
Airborne troops in a fluid bat-
tlefield environment, opera-
tionalising future technologies.

This was effected by
exploiting versatile and 
indigenous airborne platforms
such as Advanced Light
Helicopter (Weapon System
Integrated), Swarm Drones

and enmeshing Artificial
Intelligence to provide a cohe-
sive operational and intelli-
gence picture amalgamated
within the Intelligence,
Surveillance and Recce (ISR)
Architecture.

A formidable display of
the same including Special
Heliborne Operations, Swarm
Drone and ALH Manoeuvres
and coordinated action by
ground troops were also prac-
ticed. 

The Army Chief com-
mended the Southern
Command for fielding and
exploiting the capabilities of
indigenous equipment induct-
ed as part of the ‘Atma Nirbhar
Bharat’ initiative. He also
emphasised the need to 
constantly evolve tactics, tech-
niques and procedure to fight
“Future Wars” as well as capa-
bility enhancement in Manned
and Unmanned systems.
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President Vladimir Putin
and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi will hold
summit level talks here on
December 6. The two coun-
tries will also have the first
two plus two 
dialogue on the same day
between the defence and for-
eign ministers of their coun-
tries.

Making an off icial

announcement about Putin’s
visit ,  the ministr y of 
external affairs (MEA) said
here on Friday the Russian
president will pay an official
visit to New Delhi for the 21st
India-Russia Annual Summit
with the Prime Minister. 

The Pioneer had reported
about these two high profile
events a few days back.

In an official statement,
MEA spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi further 

confirmed that the first meet-
ing of 2+2 dialogue between
Foreign and Defence
Ministers of India and Russia
will be held in Delhi on
December 6.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
will represent the Indian side.
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov and Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu will
represent their country.
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi will address a pub-

lic rally on December 12 as part
of her party's drive against price
rise and inflation. The Congress
president and the party have
decided to draw the country's
attention to price rise and infla-
tion' by holding a massive
"Mehngai Hatao rally" in Delhi
on December 12, AICC gener-
al secretary K C Venugopal
said.

The rally will be addressed
by Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and former party chief
Rahul Gandhi and other
Congress leaders from across the
country. "It will give a decisive
warning to the present Modi
Government to stop its loot and
reduce the backbreaking prices.
We shall continue our struggle
until the Modi Government
backs down," he said in a state-
ment.

Venugopal said "Modi and
'Mehngai' have become the bane
of people's lives" and the
unprecedented price rise and
inflation have demolished the
earnings, the household income
and budget of every family in the
country.

He said the people of India
are suffering unbearable cruel-

ty and untold misery on account
of the BJP government-driven
price rise and inflation.

The budget of every house-
hold bleeds, even minimum
nutrition suffers and people are
finding it difficult to buy and
consume day-to-day food arti-
cles as also other consumables,
he alleged. "The Modi govern-
ment remains oblivious to this
insurmountable pain and suf-
fering of people. Backed by a sec-
tion of the electronic media, the
only solution offered by Modi
government is a divisive reli-
gious discourse or sporadic
diversionary statements to reset
the agenda from fundamental
issues affecting the lives of the
people," he said in the statement.

The Congress has been
protesting on the issue of price
rise and inflation and have
called for a check on them. The
Congress leader said the real

issues affecting the people of
India are the backbreaking
prices of petrol, diesel and
cooking gas, which have had a
spiralling effect on the prices of
all foods and other consumable
items.

He said every home is
affected by the merciless rise in
prices of cooking oil, pulses and
other food items and it is per-
haps for the first time, price of
tomato has surpassed the price
of petrol and diesel in India. He
also alleged that price of con-
struction material such as
cement, iron and steel has seen
a rise of nearly 40 per cent to
50 per cent "Everything is
gradually going out of the
reach of the common man.
Modi government either
remains indifferent to the woes
and agony of ordinary Indian
or mocks it on other occa-
sions," he alleged.
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In keeping with its focus on
promotion of the North-

East, identifying new destina-
tions and developing itineraries
around them, the Centre is
kicking off a three-day
International Tourism Mart
on Saturday in picturesque
Kohima in Nagaland, which is
blessed with breathtaking
unexplored destinations.

Nagaland is holding the
mart for the first time. It was
earlier held in Guwahati
(Assam), Tawang (Arunachal
Pradesh),  Shi l long
(Meghalaya),  Gangtok
(Sikkim), Agartala (Tripura),
and Imphal (Manipur).

And the day after the
Mart wraps up, the State
Government will inaugurate
the much-awaited Hornbill
Festival, an annual tourism
promotional event showcas-
ing the rich Naga tradition
and culture at the Naga
Heritage Village, Kisama,

about 12 km from the state
capital.

Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio, Minister of State
for Tourism & Defence from
the Centre, Ajay Bhatt and
MLA and Advisor Tourism,
Nagaland  H Khehovi
Yeputhomi will jointly inau-
gurate the International
Tourism Mart.

“This edition of the Mart
will put the spotlight on
“Domestic Tourism”. Besides
deliberations on the promo-
tion of tourism in the North
East Region in general, the
Mart will also give a platform
for promoting cultural ties,
providing enhanced connec-
tivity to the States of North
Eastern Region with other
parts of the country,” said an
off icial  from the Union
Tourism Ministry which has
organized the mega event.

The three-day Mart to be
attended by a battery of stake-
holders will see a string of cul-
tural programmes, delibera-
tions on the promotion of

tourism in the North East
Region in general, promoting
cultural  t ies ,  providing
enhanced connectivity to the
States of North Eastern
Region with other parts of the
country.

Among over 300 dele-
gates including government
officials, industry stakehold-
ers and local participants, the
event is also going to be
graced by the High
Commissioner,  Brunei
Darussalam, High
Commissioner, Malaysia,
Ambassador Extra Ordinary,
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Ambassador, The
Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
amongst others attending dig-
nitaries and diplomats.

The city is a tourist's
delight, having been blessed
with rich cultural heritage
showcased in hotspots like
Kisama Heritage Village,
Kisama War Museum and
Morungs, Khonoma Village
and Kohima World War II
War Cemetery.
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Chairman of the Planning
and Finance Committee

at Union Minority Affairs
Ministry and a member of the
Central Waqf Council, Rais
Khan Pathan, has written to
Jammu & Kashmir L-G Manoj
Sinha drawing his immediate
attention to the recent incidents
in Kashmir where senior jour-
nalist Sajid Yousuf Shah, who
is also president of All JK
Youth Society, received threats
after he informed the authori-
ties about nefarious plans of
terrorists.

“The terrorists are plotting
to contaminate the food given
to the security forces by inject-
ing poison in it. I state with
deep anguish that the recent
occurrence has become a cru-
cial concern as informed to me
by the journalist by tagging
our official handle on Twitter

last week,” Pathan mentioned
in his letter and shared news
clippings and news channel
clips broadcast in the local
media.

“Also, it has been informed
that Shah has been attacked
several times in the past and is
on the top hit list of many ter-
ror attacks. The situation is
grim and completely dreadful.
The viral audios on Twitter
with different names, IDs are
disturbing and are jeopardiz-
ing the public safety. Looking
at the situation, it stands as a
major threat not only to the
journalist but also to millions
of security officers, which can
risk the security and stability of
our nation. In this regard, I
request you to personally inter-
vene in the matter and order an
immediate high-level investi-
gation to review the situation
minutely,” Pathan stated in his
letter dated November 23.
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Expressing "pain" over
Opposition parties boy-

cotting the Constitution Day
event organised by the Lok
Sabha Secretariat on Friday,
Speaker Om Birla said staying
away from such non-partisan
events held by Parliament is
not good for the health of
democracy.

Speaking to reporters after
the programme, Birla said,
"This culture of boycotting
non-partisan events, which are
of national interest, is not good
for the health of democracy."
He said he will sit with the rep-
resentatives from the opposi-
tion parties and discuss how it
can be ensured that all politi-
cal parties attend such events.

"I am deeply hurt as the
presiding officer of the Lok
Sabha that several political
parties boycotted the event
organised by Parliament to

commemorate the Constitution
Day," Birla said.

He found it strange that the
parties boycotting the event did
not even inform him about
their decision. "If they had
some issues, they should have
discussed it with me. I would
have tried to resolve their
issues so that they could attend
the event," the Lok Sabha
speaker said.

The people of the country
expect Parliament to function
in an orderly manner and all
political parties should try to
ensure that the House runs
smoothly, he added.

Arrangements were made
for Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury and his counter-
part in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge -- both
from the Congress -- to sit on
the dais. It was also intimated
to both leaders.

Speaking at the event, Birla

said the Constitution is like a
modern version of the
Bhagavad Gita that motivates
every Indian to work for the
nation. "The Constitution of
India is like a modern version
of the Gita for us that motivates
us to work for the nation. If
each one of us commits to
working for the country, we can
build 'Ek Bharat, Shrestha
Bharat'," he said.
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Srinagar: Majority of the shops
and business establishments
in downtown Srinagar were
shut on the second consecutive
day on Friday while mobile
internet remained suspended
in many parts of the city fol-
lowing the killing of three mil-
itants, officials said.

The shutdown was
observed mainly in interior
areas such as Nowhatta,
Gojwara, Khanyar, 
S a f a k a d a l ,
Nawakadal, Rajouri Kadal and
MR Gunj, they said.  

Traffic, however, was ply-
ing as usual, the officials said.

Police on Wednesday
gunned down Mehran Shalla,
a self-styled commander of
The Resistance Front (TRF)
and a resident of Jamalata area
in Nawakadal, and Manzoor
Ahmad Mir and Arafat Sheikh,
both from Pulwama, in a brief
encounter in Rambagh area of
the city.

Police said Mir and
Sheikh, too, were affiliated
with TRF, an offshoot of
Lashkar-e-Taiba.

Shalla was wanted by secu-
rity forces in connection with
several civilian killings, includ-
ing those of two teachers
belonging to minority com-
munities inside a school in
Eidgah area of the city last
month, they said. PTI 
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Youth, women and minorities constitute
a sizeable part of the ruling Trinamool

Congress and Left Front’s candidates’ list for
the upcoming Kolkata Municipal
Corporation elections which would take place
on December 19 about two years behind
schedule.

Incidentally both the TMC and the Left,
left principal opposition BJP behind in
announcing their respective lists with a mori-
bund Left on Friday coming out quite sur-
prisingly with its own list beating the ruling
outfit by several hours.

In an apparent bid to recognize the rise
of women electorate that played a decisive role
in this year’s Assembly elections both the
TMC and the Left Front have fielded a size-
able number of women candidates.

While senior TMC leader Partho
Chatterjee emerging from a core committee
meeting presided by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee announced that “we are fielding 80
male and 64 female candidates --- making it
a 55%-45% percent affair --- the Marxists
have nominated 56 female and 58 male can-
didates out of the 127 seats they are con-
testing.

TMC will contest from all the 144 seats
the Left Front have left 17 seats for the

“Congress, ISF or any other party that can
defeat the Trinamool and the BJP.” The Left
which announced the names of 114 candi-
dates will publish the names of 13 nominees
in a day or two, its leader Kallol Majumdar
said.

While both the TMC and the LF have
preferred the youth in deciding their candi-
dates the average age of the Front candidates
is about 48 years. For the Trinamool Congress
it is a tad lower.

Out of the 144 nominations the ruling
outfit has retained 87 councilors and dropped
39. “Those who have not been given tickets
would be used in the organizational work,”
said Chatterjee. Six MLAs --- all sitting coun-
cilors --- figure in the TMC list. Among them
are outgoing Mayor Firhad Hakim who is also
a State minister, Deputy Mayor Atin Ghosh,
Mayors-in-council Debashis Kumar and
Debabrata Biswas.

Out of the total candidates the TMC has
fielded 19 SCs and 23 minorities, Chatterjee
said adding out of the minority candidates
two are from the Christian community.

The West Bengal State Election
Commission had on Thursday announced
the date of elections amid rising demand from
the Opposition parties to hold simultaneous
elections to all the 118 municipal boards and
corporations in the State.
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Indigenously manufactured drones by
Indian scientists will be launched from

Saturday for delivering medicines in the
inaccessible and tough terrain of Jammu
and surrounding areas with a focus on
vaccine delivery initially.

"This is going to be a pilot project
for the area. The drone is developed and
manufactured entirely by our scientists,"
Union Minister for Science &
Technology, Dr Jitendra Singh told
reporters here.  The use of drones has
gained popularity in the last two years,
beginning with the World Economic
Forum’s “Medicine from the Sky” pro-
ject in India. Several States are piloting
similar solutions for better access to
medical care among rural communities.

Singh said he himself will be launch-
ing the project at Jammu.

The drone is developed by the sci-
entists at Bengaluru's National
Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), a con-
stituent of Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), an
autonomous Society that is headed by
the Prime Minister.

For now, the delivery would be lim-
ited to Covid vaccines and once suc-
cessful, it would be expanded to be used
for regular delivery of medicines in the
remote, hilly areas. Used for surveillance

and in humanitarian aid delivery, drones
are being increasingly developed to
transport medical samples and supplies.

Jammu and surrounding areas are
sensitive in terms of their strategic
importance. Some months ago, there
was an attack on an Army installation
using drones.

An official from the Science and
Technology Ministry said, "The drones
would be deployed by authorised agen-
cies such as hospitals, not anybody can
use it, nor would any random person be
permitted to use it." 

NAL has called the drone an
'Octacopter'. It can fly at an operational
altitude of 500 m AGL and at maximum
flying speed of 36 kmph. It can be used
for a variety of BVLOS applications for
last mile delivery like medicines, vac-
cines, food, postal packets, Human
organs (such as heart for heart trans-
plantation) etc.

In an article published inElsevier
Connect in 2016, researchers from the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health and the Pittsburgh
Supercomputing Center  had noted that
the cost savings would come from
drones being able to deliver vaccines
more quickly and cheaply than land-
based methods, which are limited by
road conditions and the need for cost-
ly fuel and maintenance.

Ballia (UP): A 27-year-old
man has been arrested here
for allegedly raping a minor
on pretext of marriage,
police said on Friday.

The arrest came on
Thursday on complaint of a
22-year-old woman, who alleged that
the accused raped her for two years
beginning in 2014 promising her
that he will marry her, they said.

She alleged she was 15 when the
accused first raped her and he con-
tinued to do so for the next two years. 

She approached the police after
he allegedly broke his promise and

married another
woman, Gadwar police
station in-charge
Durgeshwar Mishra
said.  

The woman also
alleged that the accused

not only abused and assaulted her but
also threatened to kill her.

A case has been registered under
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and
relevant sections of the Indian Penal
Code, and the woman has been sent
to the district hospital for medical
examination, Mishra said. PTI 
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AParliamentary Standing Committee
on Information Technology headed

by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor has
asked Facebook India officials to appear
on November 29 to hear on the safe-
guarding citizens’ rights and prevention
of misuse of social/online news 
media platforms including special empha-
sis on women security in the digital space.  

The committee is also expected to
take view point of Facebook India  on a
report shared by whistle blower Sophie
Zhang, a former employee of the com-
pany. The committee has earlier called
Facebook India in June this year to take
view

According to the agenda of the meet-
ing, the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on IT  will “hear the views of
the representatives of Facebook India on

the subject ‘Safeguarding citizens’ rights
and prevention of misuse of social/online
news media platforms including special
emphasis on women security in the dig-
ital space’. The committee will also hear
representatives of the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
on the same.

The Congress leader has earlier stat-
ed that the  the committee would look into
reports that Facebook did nothing to cen-
sor hate posts by some Bharatiya Janata
Party leaders in the run-up to the Lok
Sabha elections and ask the social media
giant to respond to the accusations.

The committee has earlier called
Facebook India in June this year to take
view on new the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 on
February 25, 2021. The Rules have come
into effect from May 26, 2021.
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In a development that would
affect 24 lakh consumers in

the metropolis, the Mahanagar
Gas Ltd (MGL) increased the
prices of Compressed Natural
Gas (CNG) and Piped Natural
gas (PNG) with effect from
midnight of Friday.

This is the third hike in
CNG and PNG prices carried
out by the MGL since October
14. The hike will hit the domes-
tic budgets of 16 lakh people
living in the metropolis and
neighbouring areas, eight lakh
consumers using gas-powered
vehicles will have to spend
more because of the hike.

The MGL has increased the
basic prices of CNG by

�3.06/kg and domestic PNG by
�2.26 per Standard Cubic
Meter (SCM) for the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR).

As a consequence, the
revised all-inclusive prices of
CNG used by vehicles will go
up from �57.54 per kg to �
61.50 per kg, while the domes-
tic PNG will be �36.50 per
SCM, in a single slab hence-
forth.

Earlier, the MGL had hiked
rates twice in the first week of
October ahead of the festive
season. It went in for one more
hike on October 14.

On its part,  the MGL has
attributed the price increase to
the shortfall in domestic gas
allocation for which it is buy-
ing higher priced PNG

(imported RLNG) to cater to
the growing numbers of CNG
and domestic customers.

“In addition, owing to the
substantial increase in natural
gas prices in the international
market, the MGL’s input gas
cost has also gone up. To par-
tially offset the increase in the
input costs of gas, we have gone
in for the latest price hikes,” an
MGL spokesperson said.

However, the MGL said
that despite the revised rates, its
CNG would help the con-
sumers save around 62 percent
and 35 per cent respectively in
comparison with  petrol and
diesel,  while the PNG users
were able to save 27 percent
compared with the prices of
domestic LPG.

Mumbai: IPS officer Param Bir Singh will
appear before the one-member commission
probing corruption allegations against for-
mer Maharashtra Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh on Monday, his lawyer said. The
Justice K U Chandiwal commission was
formed in March this year to probe the alle-
gations levelled by Singh, a former Mumbai
police chief, against Deshmukh, an NCP
leader.  On Thursday, the commission had
warned that if Singh did not remain present,
he would face the execution of the bailable
warrant issued against him.    

On Friday, Singh's lawyer told the
commission that the senior IPS officer won't
be able to appear during the day as he was
visiting Thane in connection with a case
against him.  Singh was ready to appear on
Saturday or any other day, he said. The com-
mission said it doesn't sit on Saturday and
asked Singh to appear on Monday
(November 29).   

The commission had fined Singh on
many occasions earlier for failing to appear.
A bailable warrant had also been issued
against him. Singh, transferred from the
post of Mumbai police commissioner in

March in the aftermath of the Antilia bomb
scare episode, alleged that Deshmukh,
then home minister, had asked police offi-
cers to collect Rs 100 crore a month from
bars and restaurants in Mumbai. Declared
absconding by a Mumbai court in an
extortion case, Singh surfaced in public on
Thursday after six months, and appeared
before the Mumbai crime branch to record
his statement. Meanwhile, a man, claiming
to be a social worker, on Friday approached
the Justice Chandiwal commission with an
intervention application, seeking inquiry
against Singh for his "misdeeds" during his
tenure as Thane police commissioner.
Singh implicated many builders, business-
men and common citizens in false cases, the
plea alleged. 

The commission took the application
on record.

Incidentally, Singh appeared before
Thane police on Friday in connection
with an extortion case filed against him and
some other police officials on the complaint
of a local builder. The IPS officer is facing
at least five extortion cases in
Maharashtra.   
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An ex-serviceman of the
Pakistan Army and well

known terrorist guide, working in
close coordination with Pakistan
based terrorist outfits Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba and Jaish-e-Mohammad
since early 1990’s, was gunned
down by the alert Indian Army
troops  while foiling an infiltration
bid along the line of control in
Bhimbergali area of Poonch late
Thursday night. 

The terrorist guide has been
identified as Mohd Arif alias Haji
Arif, resident of village Matrian,
Khuiratta, PoJK. 

According to reports, Haji
Arif 's house was located close to
the line of control and was used by
the terrorist outfits as launching
pads to push terrorists inside the
Indian territory. 

He was on the radar of the
Indian army for a long time.Late
Thursday night he ran out of his
luck while leading a group of infil-
trators inside the Indian territory. 

According to the dossier pre-
pared by the security agencies,
Haji Arif was well versed with the

topography of the region
and was regularly ferrying
small groups of terrorists
inside the Indian territory. 

According to the
dossier, his name also sur-
faced during investigations
after several operations,
IED blasts and even BAT
attacks by the Pakistan
army regulars targeting
Indian soldiers.  He most-
ly operated in Tarkundi
bowl along the line of con-
trol. In February 2018
when different agencies
were investigating the role
of different players behind
the BAT attack his name
too had surfaced  and sub-
stantiated by multiple
agencies. 

His two sons, identi-
fied as Naseer Khan and
Bilal Khan, are both work-
ing as labourers in Saudi
Arabia and UAE respec-
tively while one of his

younger brothers is also working
as a guide of LeT.
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Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari on Friday joined senior police

officials, family members of the victims and
brave hearts in paying homage to the mar-
tyrs of the 26/11 attack on Mumbai on its
13th anniversary at the Martyrs' Memorial
erected inside the Mumbai Police
Commissionerate premises near Crawford
Market in south Mumbai.

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray, who
is recuperating at the HN Reliance Hospital
in Mumbai after a cervical spine surgery that
he underwent on November 12, paid homage
those who lost their lives during the terror
strikes and expressed his gratitude to those
who fought the terrorists.

Uddhav described the November 26-29,
2008 attack on Mumbai as "a cowardly act".
He recalled the services of the police and
security forces and the people of Mumbai for
warding off the assault on the country's com-
mercial capital and recovering from its
effects.

Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, Home
Minister Dilip Walse-Patil, Tourism Minister,
Director-General of Police Sanjay Pandey,
Police Commissioner Hemant Nagrale and
other dignitaries also paid their respects at
the Martyrs' Memorial.

A large number of Police personnel
turned up to pay homage to their colleagues

who were killed while fighting the terrorists
at key locations in south Mumbai.

The 26/11  attack had claimed 166 lives
and left more than 300 others injured. The
sites targeted during the mayhem were the
world heritage building Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus (CSMT), Hotel Taj Mahal
Palace & Tower, Hotel Trident, Nariman
House, Leopold Café and Cama Hospital,
Wadi Bunder.

While Abdul Rehman, Abu Ali and Abu
Soheb marched to the Leopold Café in
Colaba and then laid siege at Taj Mahal
Palace Hotel, Abdul Rehman Chota and
Fahad Ullah headed to the Trident-Oberoi
Hotel.

Nasir Abu Umar and Babar Imran alias
Abu Aakasha targeted Nariman House
housing the Jewish Chabad House, and trio
- Isamal Khan, Abu Ismail and Ajmal Amir

Kasab unleashed terror at CSMT, Cama
Hospital and its precincts, before proceed-
ing towards Chowpatty.

All the targets were within a radius of
around 4-5 km area in south Mumbai, where
the state secretariat, business and commer-
cial hubs, deluxe hotels, residences of min-
isters, bureaucrats, diplomats, scientists and
business bigwigs are located.

Assistant sub-Inspector Tukaram Omble
was instrumental in catching Kasab alive at
Gairgaum-Chowpatty in south Mumbai on
the night of November 26,2008.  Omble, it
may be recalled, had held onto Kasab even
after he had been grievously injured by bul-
lets pumped into him by the latter. Omble
died before he could be rushed to the hos-
pital.

While nine of the ten terrorists were
killed by the security forces during the attack,
the remaining one- --Mohammed Ajmal
Kasab – was caught alive by the police at
Girgaum Chowpatty on the intervening night
of November 26-27, 2008.

Kasab was sentenced to death by a trial
court on May 6, 2010. Later on February 21
this year, the Bombay High Court confirmed
Kasab’s death sentence. After the high court’s
verdict, Kasab wrote to the Supreme Court
on July 28, challenging his conviction and
death sentence in the 26/11 case. The apex
court is likely to hear his case in the com-
ing months.

92��	4:	��������	 ���	��
����������	�����	��	*."

!	��
�������
	����
����	��'()����

����	����
�������������

Jaipur: Six people were detained
after they pelted stones at a Dalit
man's marriage procession after he
rode a mare against their wish,
police said on Friday.

Nearly a dozen people were
injured in the incident that took
place in Jaipur's Kotputli town late
on Thursday, police said.  

"Some people from a certain
community had objected to Dalits
riding a mare during marriage
ceremonies," Pragpura Station
House Officer Shiv Shankar said. 

"Anticipating trouble, the
Dalit groom's family members
had given a police complaint
prior to the marriage. Accordingly,
a police team was deployed to
ensure smooth conduct of the cer-
emony. However, some people
managed to pelt stones at the pro-
cession," the offices said. 

The accused have been
booked under Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989, and the
Indian Penal Code, Shankar said.

He said another person from
the victim's family is slated to get
married a few days later, and ade-
quate protection will be provided
to them. PTI 

Palakkad: The death of a three-day old
infant at a tribal hamlet at nearby Attapady
on Friday, the third such in the last four
days, prompted the Kerala government to
order a multi-departmental enquiry into
the incident.        The deaths occurred at
Agali and Puthur regions in the area.         

Health Minister Veena George direct-
ed the Directorate of Health Services
(DHS) to investigate the incident.

Minister for Welfare of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Backward
Classes, K Radhakrishnan, will visit the
backward hamlet in the district on Saturday
to take stock of the situation.

T V Anupama, the Director of the
Scheduled Tribes Development
Department, has been entrusted to enquire
into the matter and submit a report soon.

The Minister will also take part in a
meeting in the morning at Agali in the dis-
trict.                                        

The infant died at Mannarcaud hos-
pital in the district on Friday, Palakkad
DMO Ramadevi told PTI, adding that this
was the third such incident in the last four
days.         "The post-mortem will be con-
ducted at the District Hospital in Palakkad,"
the DMO said, adding that this was the sev-
enth infant death in the tribal hamlet this
year.         Medical officers said some were
Intrauterine Deaths (IUD) and other chil-
dren died due to sickle cell anemia. PTI
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Lucknow: Asserting that both the Central
and the Uttar Pradesh Governments had no
right to celebrate Constitution Day, Bahujan
Samaj Party chief Mayawati hit out at the
Samajwadi Party, asking the people to be
cautious of the party as it “tore the bill on
reservation of SCs and STs in Parliament”.

"People should be cautious of parties
like Samajwadi Party which tore the bill on
reservation of SCs and STs in Parliament.
They did not allow the passage of the bill.
This means, parties like SP can never work
for the development of these communities,"
Mayawati said at a press conference in
Lucknow on Friday.

Talking about the reservations for the
Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe com-
munities in educational institutions and
Government jobs, the BSP chief said that
the Centre and State Government had not
taken any steps to empower these com-
munities.

"The quotas are yet to be filled in many
seats reserved for the SC, ST and Other
Backward Classes communities. No steps
have been taken to provide reservation to
these communities in the private sector. The
Centre and State Government are not ready
to make a law regarding this. Is this how
the Centre and states are protecting the
Constitution?" the BSP chief sought to
know.

"Today, on the occasion of Constitution
Day, the Central and State Governments

should go for a thorough review whether
the Government is following the Indian
Constitution with full honesty and integri-
ty or not. But unfortunately it is well known
that the Central and State Governments are
not following the Constitutional norms at
all. Therefore, the Bahujan Samaj Party has
decided not to participate in this pro-
gramme of the Central and State
Governments on the occasion of
Constitution Day," she claimed.

Mayawati alleged that the provision
made in the Constitution by Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar for the weaker and neglected
sections had been ignored and these class-
es of people were not getting its full bene-
fit. She also asked the Governments to apol-
ogise to the backward communities.

Speaking on the first anniversary of
farmers' agitation against the three farm
laws, Mayawati said that there were other
important demands of the farmers which
the Government should accept at the ear-
liest.
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pens. Afghanistan has a vibrant
tradition in music, influenced
by Indian and Iranian classical
music. Besides, it has had a
thriving pop music scenario
marked by the syncing of elec-
tronic instrumental and dance
beats with more traditional
rhythms.

The justice system also
appears to be set to return to
what it was under the Taliban’s
first innings. On September 25,
2021, corpses of four men,
alleged kidnappers killed in a
shootout with policemen, were
hung in public areas at sever-
al places in the city of Herat to
convey, in the words of the
province’s deputy governor,
Mawlawi Shir Ahmad
Mujahir, the “message” that
kidnappers would not be tol-
erated. That this was not an
aberration is clear from the fact
that it happened just after
Mullah Noroddin Turabi, one
of the founders of the Taliban
and the head of the dreaded
Department for the Promotion
of Virtue and the Prevention
of Vice, which had savagely
enforced the draconian rules
and laws prevailing during
the Taliban’s earlier rule, had
told the AP’s Kathy Gannon
during an interview that the
punishments administered
then will return, though these
may not be carried out in pub-

lic. “Cutting off hands is very
necessary for security”, he had
said, adding that it had a
deterrent effect.

The media is under severe
pressure. The 11-point guide-
lines announced by Qari
Muhmmad Yusuf Ahmed, the
interim director of the
Government Media and
Information Centre, on
September 19, 2021, include
directives against publishing
matters in conflict with Islam
or insulting to national person-
alities and instruct journalists
to produce news reports in
coordination with the
Government media office. The
announcement, a requiem for
media freedom, comes in the
wake of sustained attacks on
journalists and other forms of
pressures on them, which have
sent many into hiding and
effectively closed down 153
media outlets since the Taliban
came to power.

The plight of women, it
increasingly seems, may be the
same as during the first
Taliban regime. Not one of
them was included either in
the first set of 33 ministers in
the caretaker Government
announced on September 7,
2021; nor in the second one of
44, announced on September
21, 2021. The Taliban
spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid

held out the possibility of
women being included later
but suggested no time frame.
The Taliban’s record during its
present incarnation in power
does not hold out much hope,
The order not to telecast IPL
matches because of the pres-
ence of women in the audi-
ence, the Kabul Mayor’s order-
ing of women — with the
exception of those whose jobs
could not be done by men —
to stay at home, the reopening
of secondary schools with
boys and not girls, the order
by the Taliban-appointed vice-
chancellor of the Kabul
University barring women
from the campus as long as “a
real Islamic environment is
not provided for”, are instances
which reflect an attitude
towards women which does
not augur well for the future
of their rights under the pre-
sent dispensation.

Nothing, however, makes
the Taliban Government’s atti-
tude towards women more
ominously clear than the shut-
ting down of the Ministry of
Women’s Affairs and the rein-
carnation of the Ministry for
the Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice, in the
building it had occupied.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Last week, the Prime Minister in
his address to the nation had politely and
apologetically said that the Government
could not make the farmers understand
the benefits of the contentious three
farm laws which were passed last year
and as a result, these laws were being
repealed. In over seventy years of
Parliamentary history, no Prime
Minister has ever apologised in such a
humble way as PM Modi did. Many
Opposition leaders have been claiming
it as their victory as their concerted and
persistent efforts have borne fruits. 

My personal opinion is that the
Government should not have with-
drawn these laws as the farmers would
further up the ante with their neo
demands, and it has come true. The
farmers, without applauding PM Modi
for his bold and magnanimous stand,
have added five more demands to their
lone remaining demand of MSP guaran-
tee. Almost all the Opposition parties are
backtracking from their main demand
of rescinding the three farm laws, to
which they had said, “if these bills are not
withdrawn, no going back to home.” Not
only this, the recalling of these bills has
opened a pandora’s box for the withdraw-
al of other bills such as the Article 370
and the CAA. The Government should
deal with troublemakers by not accept-
ing any more demands.

Sagar Singh | Muzaffarnagar
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Sir —Recently, Union Minister Dr
Jitendra Singh launched India's first vir-
tual science lab for children under the
Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) Jigyasa program. The
target audience of the lab will be students
from class 6-12. The primary vision of
the lab is to provide quality research
exposure to school students to drive their
scientific curiosity. It will enable curios-
ity-driven research-based concepts,
encourage higher-order thinking skills
and promote entrepreneurship. 

In this inspirational science lab, stu-
dents will have fun and carry out exper-

iments. It will help connect students with
scientists across the country. It is also in
tune with the National Education Policy
(NEP), where students are allowed to
choose any subject of their choice. It is
an open source platform and students
will be able to access content in region-
al languages. Science and research webi-
nars will be performed to connect with
more students across the country. This
will enable students to learn theoretical
concepts with practical experiments
and presentations. 

Vishal Patidar | Ujjain 
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Sir — The Coronavirus pandemic has
given rise to a vicious cycle of loss of jobs
and decreased income. Professionally
independent men and women were on
the backfoot when the pandemic was at
its zenith. Their woes have spilled over.
Reduction in income and increased
expenses pushed families to a corner. An
exponential increase in child labour hap-

pened during the pandemic. Even as
schools are opening doors, children are
being “protected” by their parents in a
different way — through disguised child
labour. 

The youngsters “employed” in their
own family enterprises are being pres-
sured to stay put by their parents. Forced
labour is being disguised as “training and
assisting” by parents. Almost two years
and counting, following the pandemic,
“well trained” children are being seen as
assets by parents for their occupation.
This is not to say that it was the pandem-
ic that solely bred pressure labour.
COVID-19 may have augmented parents'
proclivity for forcing their children into
family businesses. It may not appear as
exploitation in the literal sense but the
damage it does to the overall personali-
ty of the child is indescribable.  

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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It increasingly seems that the
Taliban’s second innings in
power is headed to being a
clone of its first (1996-2001).

Women had been shorn of all
basic human rights — to work,
education and even healthcare,
during the Taliban’s previous
tenure. They could also not
appear in public unescorted by a
“close” male relative — husband,
father, son or brother — and
wrapped from head to foot in a
burqa. Men were deprived of all
sources of entertainment and
amusement and imprisoned in a
life full of taboos. A savage crim-
inal justice system was in place
with public executions and pun-
ishments like amputation for
theft.

Indications that it will be the
same this time as well are emerg-
ing gradually as restrictions are
imposed. The latest, according to
the AFP and BBC, are the new
“religious guidelines” issued by
the Ministry for the Promotion
of Virtue and Prevention of Vice.
These direct Afghanistan’s televi-
sion channels to, among other
things, stop showing plays and
soap operas featuring women
actors. Women journalists and
presenters have been ordered to
wear Islamic hijab on the screen.
Films showing Prophet
Mohammad or other revered
figures are not to be shown, nor
should films considered against
the principles of Sharia — or
Islamic law — and Afghan values.
Comedy and entertainment
shows that insult religion or may
be considered offensive to
Afghans are also forbidden from
being shown.

The restrictions are vaguely
worded and vulnerable to vary-
ing interpretations, which would
give the Taliban enforcers ample
opportunity to crack down on
anyone they consider to be an
offender. This has already been
happening with musicians.
While, unlike during Taliban’s
first innings, music has not been
banned, musicians are being
harassed. Their establishments
are being raided and instru-
ments broken. They live in fear.
Many of them are trying to leave
the country. There is a growing
feeling that music is set to disap-
pear from the lives of Afghans. It
would be a tragedy if this hap-
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India conceived a plan to provide
about 97 km of mass rapid transit net-
work (metro rail) on two north-south
and one east-west routes in Kolkata

sometime in the late sixties. This was the
first major planned urban mass rapid tran-
sit system under Ministry of Railways.

In the next decade, a bold step to start
construction work on the predominantly
underground North-South (N-S) line
began with Cut and Cover technology at
considerable inconvenience to surface
traffic in a city. The era of metro rail began
in India in 1984 with the commissioning
of a three-kilometre stretch.

The next planned MRT system came
almost 25 years later in New Delhi. The first
line went into operation in 2002. With this
the era of participation of central and state
governments in setting up of the Metro rail
system began and subsequently MRT ser-
vices were planned for Bengaluru and
Chennai.Since then, the Metro has expand-
ed to several cities. 

Today in India, around 760 km. of
Metro Rail system is in operation and near-
ly 580km. is under construction. Of the five
most populous states, UP, Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh have a much larger share
of Metro system in multiple cities. Only
Kolkata features in the Metro map West
Bengal. Populous states like Bihar lag
behind with the Metro project only recent-
ly taking off in Patna. States like Telangana,
Karnataka and Gujarat having lesser pop-
ulations have larger route kms. per capita.
The development of Metro rail system has
been mostly concentrated in Western and
Southern states besides Delhi-NCR.
Eastern states like Bihar, West Bengal,
Assam, Odisha have lagged behind.

Transportation has long been viewed
as a means of energizing and sustaining
economic growth, generating employ-
ment, and fostering holistic development.
Unlike other sectors, the demand-supply
gap cannot be bridged by increasing
imports, but only through capacity-build-
ing. It is this unique feature which makes
transportation the backbone of a nation’s
development and improved quality of life.
However, with the ever-increasing popu-
lation and growing urbanization, the stress
on transportation is increasing, which is
adversely affecting the environment, seam-
less travel of people, and asset life deteri-
oration. A balance needs to be maintained
for inclusive and environmentally sustain-
able growth to ensure a better livelihood
and right to life, a constitutional right. 

Rail-based mass transit system is by far
more efficient and climate friendly. It
reduces transport congestion on road and
associated pollution. Any congested city
with large transport volume is ideal for the
provision of Metro.

Though Kolkata was the first city to
have metro rail, no further metro project
was sanctioned for any eastern states till
recently when metro rail was sanctioned
for Patna and Guwahati. 

Kolkata with high population density

/=&�9�;=/&/�;�
!&9�.;�>�<%%�

@�%3%4�&9�&
�%&�9�;�

%�%=>�9��>�&�4
959/&����>

%";�;��"
>=;3/!�

>%�%=&/��>
%��.;?�%�/�&�4

�;9/%=��>
!;.�9/�"

4%@%.;��%�/$
5�.�:%�;/!%=
9%"/;=9��/!%

4%�&�4-95��.?
>&��"&��;/�<%

<=�4>%4�<?
��"=%&9��>

���;=/9��<5/
;�.?�/!=;5>!

"&�&"�/?�<5�.4��>

and only six-eight per cent of road
space deserves Metro rail as a
means of Mass Raid transit.
Congested roads not conducive to
building the Metro along roads
poses a great challenge to planners.

Kolkata Metro was set up before
any guidelines or policy on MRTS
was issued by the Ministry of Urban
Development and is the only system
that is under direct control of the
Ministry of Railways.

There has been no proper tech-
no-economic and socio-economic
study for planned expansion of
Metro rail in Kolkata to overcome
travel issues of citizens in the twin
cities of Kolkata and Howrah. In 75
years since independence only two
road bridges have been added
across the river Ganges which are
miles apart unlike cities like London,
Paris, Moscow, et cetera, that have
extensive underground rail and
road networks criss-crossing the
rivers that pass through the cities.

It is unfortunate that no plan-
ning of rail-based transport system
for urban conglomerates like
Asansol — Durgapur, Siliguri-
Jalpaiguri, which have proximity to
fairly busy airports like Bagdogra
and Andal has been conceived. 

Metro rail projects in Kolkata
have always suffered for one reason
or the other and 36 years after the
first Metro started in Kolkata, only
32.25 km of one N-S line and seven
km of East-West line is commis-
sioned. Around 28 km of routes can
be added in next two-three years
with the likely commissioning of
Phoolbagan-Howrah Maidan (9.34
km), Noapara-NSCBI airport(6.87
km), Joka-Majerhat (7 km) and
New Garia-Ruby(5 km) sections.

This will leave around 36 km more
to be completed on the Joka-
Esplanade and New Garia-NSCBI
airport lines which may take four or
five years. Another about 25 km.
route where the Metro was sanc-
tioned a decade ago for expansion
on the northern fringes of the city
is yet to take off with no funds sanc-
tion.

Kolkata and Howrah need
metro systems with increased fre-
quency and faster travel to reduce
dependency on road transport to
provide seamless travel to citizens.
The suburbs of Kolkata need to be
brought into the Metro map to
reduce dependence on suburban rail
and road.

Apart from routes under con-
struction or planned, Kolkata needs
more east-west and north-south
routes with interchange facility and
a ring route on its outer periphery.
Some of the routes that could ben-
efit a large population with metro
connectivity can be: Extension of E-
W metro to Uluberia; New East -
West route from Shalimar to
Jadavpur covering west and south
kolkata

Extension of N-S route to
sonarpur; New North south route
from Bally to Garia-IIM/Joka in
south; Extension of Joka-Esplanade
route to Diamond harbour.

The feasibility of the various
options needs to be explored criti-
cally. 

Two important projects sanc-
tioned a decade back, Baranagar-
Barrackpur and NSCBI Airport-
Barasat, which can serve a large
population, are presently on hold
due to civic issues. These need to be
revived using modern technology.

We need to rope in top-class tech-
nical expertise wherever available to
find ways and means to overcome
the constraints.

Project delays lead to cost and
time overrun and citizens are denied
the benefits. These projects will con-
siderably ease pressure on land
routes and as such, a final decision
by stakeholders cannot be delayed.

Besides, the Metro rail system
in places like Siliguri-Jalpaiguri
area including Bagdogra Airport,
Durgapur-Asansol area including
Andal Airport, Kalyani-
Krishnanagar-Shantipur-awadip
area need to be planned now to
address the congestion due to sec-
toral urbanization and developing
industrial conglomerates. 

It takes at least 8-10 years for a
project from planning stage till it
sees the light of the day if all goes
well at every stage. The state must
identify routes and areas to be
served and quality DPRs need to be
prepared identifying possible routes
through established agencies like
RITEs, DMRC with clear Right Of
Way. Duly approved DPRs can be
basis for generating demand at the
centre with prioritizing projects.

The stake holders need to
remove bottlenecks for expeditious
completion of sanctioned works. It
is the common man who will reap
the benefits of such state of art infra-
structure.

Metro rail contributes tremen-
dously on environment front, gen-
erates carbon credits, reduces green-
house gas emissions. It has huge
potential to generate solar power
and contribute towards India’s
dream of fulfilling its target for alter-
nate energy.

(The writer is a retired
railway professional 
and an independent 
consultant on Metro 
railway. The views

expressed are personal.)

There is a saying, “out of
sight out of mind”, that
means we forget about

things we don’t see. It’s the
same thing with sanitation
and hygiene. As long as the
filth or faeces is visible to our
eyes, we are concerned about
it, but as soon as it’s flushed,
we stop thinking about what
happened to it faeces,
whether it was properly dis-
posed of or covered up osten-
tatiously. It happens because
either we are careless or we
lack correct information.

Now take the example of
septic tanks built in cities,
how many of us know about
the ‘sanitation value chain’?
How many of us know how to
make the correct septic tank,
what is the right design and
measurement? How many of
us are aware that to keep the

septic tank working smooth-
ly and effectively, the septic
tank should be cleaned every
3 to 5 years? How many of us
know that due to the lack of
regular cleaning of the septic
tank, the sewage treatment
process in the septic tank
stops and untreated septage
causes health problems? How
many of us know that
untreated septage from the
septic tank goes into small
and big rivers through drains
and contaminates rivers? 

All we know is that we
flushed the toilets and the
excreta was out of sight, now
whether it has gone to the
septic tank, went to the drain
or river, what difference does
it make to us? In many cities
sewer treatment plants or
faecal sludge treatment plants
are in the process of being

built, and in cities where
they exist, they are insuffi-
cient. So, the question arises
whether we are even aware of
this issue, the environmental
problems it causes, and if we
want to understand and play
a part in this.  

Generally, in urban areas
or even in villages nowadays,
the septic tank is nothing but
a container without any prop-
er process or method for
sewage treatment and it is safe
in the long run. Local builders
and contractors are also not

concerned with how the struc-
ture should be. The owners
understand it as a big-room
like structure under the
ground built as a septic tank
for which they do not have to
worry for 30-50 years. 

Cleanliness cannot be
achieved by making rules and
regulations. We can definite-
ly control it temporarily but
‘behaviour change’ is the solu-
tion. It should become a mass
movement.

When talking about san-
itation, there is a need to go
beyond just the construction
of toilets. Faecal Sludge
Management has been called
the missing and ignored com-
ponent of the sanitation as safe
management of faecal sludge
requires more than just access
to a toilet and use of a mere
septic tank. Improving city-

wide urban sanitation is com-
plex as it must consider both
on- and off-site systems,
encompass the entire service
chain, serve different cus-
tomers and be acceptable to a
broad range of stakeholders. 

As much as it is the
responsibility of the govern-
ment and the government
machinery, it is our responsi-
bility also to understand the
problem. The population is yet
to be fully persuaded to
change the age-old practice of
defecating in the open, con-
struct proper septic tanks, get
into the habit of scheduled
desludging and not neglect
basic sanitation practices. We
also have to be aware of the
correct structure and design of
the septic tank, in how many
days it is necessary to empty
the septic tank, who is the con-

cerned authority to contact to
get the septic tank emptied.
We also have to monitor that
solid waste from the septic
tank is disposed of properly
and not put in the drain or
open ground. Single houses
which do not have any
drainage channels should have
a soak-pit system unless the
local panchayat or municipal-
ity makes some other concrete
arrangement. Every effort has
to be made to avoid waterlog-
ging, whether through pit or
by planting trees that absorb
water or by applying other
environmentally friendly
methods. 

We have to make efforts to
ensure environmental cleanli-
ness so that when we look
around we see and feel clean-
liness in both visible and
invisible things.  
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(The writer is Programme
Coordinator, WaterAid India. The

views expressed are personal.)
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Brussels: A slew of nations
moved to stop air travel from
southern Africa on Friday, and
stocks plunged in Asia and
Europe in reaction to news of
a new, potentially more trans-
missible Covid-19 variant.

“The last thing we need
is to bring in a new variant that
will cause even more prob-
lems,” said German Health
Minister Jens Spahn, amid a
massive spike in cases in the
27-nation European Union,
which is recommending a ban
on flights from southern
African nations.

Within a few days of the
discovery of the new variant, it
has already impacted on a jit-
tery world that is sensitive to
bad COVID-19 news, with
deaths around the globe stand-
ing at well over 5 million.

Medical experts, includ-
ing the World Health
Organization, warned against
any overreaction before all ele-
ments were clear but nations
who acted said their concerns
were justified.

“Early indications show
this variant may be more trans-
missable than the delta variant
and current vaccines may be
less effective against it,” British
Health Secretary Sajid Javid
told lawmakers. "We must

move quickly and at the earli-
est possible moment,” he said.

Belgium became the first
European Union country to
announce a case of the variant.

“We have one case of this
variant that is confirmed. It's
someone who came from
abroad,” said Health Minister
Frank Vandenbroucke. “It's a
suspicious variant. We don't
know if it's a very dangerous
variant.”

Israel, one of the world's
most vaccinated countries,
announced Friday that it has
also detected the country's first
case of the new variant, in a
traveler who returned from
Malawi. The traveler and two
other suspected cases have
been placed in isolation. It
said all three are vaccinated but
that it is currently looking into
their exact vaccination status.

The new variant imme-
diately infected stock markets
around the world. Major index-
es fell in Europe and Asia and
Dow Jones futures dipped 800
points ahead of the market
opening in the U.S.

“Investors are likely to
shoot first and ask questions
later until more is known,” said
Jeffrey Halley of foreign
exchange broker Oanda.

AP

Brussels— The European
Union said Friday it is planning
to stop air travel from southern
Africa to counter the spread of
a new COVID-19 variant as the
27-nation bloc is battling a
massive spike in cases.

"The last thing we need is
to bring in a new variant that
will cause even more prob-
lems," said German Health
Minister Jens Spahn.

EU Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said in a
statement that she "proposes, in
close coordination with the
member states, to activate the
emergency brake to stop air
travel from the southern
African region."

A new coronavirus variant
has been detected in South
Africa that scientists say is a
concern because of its high

number of mutations and rapid
spread among young people in
Gauteng, the country's most
populous province.

Germany said von der
Leyen's proposal could be
enacted as soon as Friday night.
Spahn said airlines coming
back from South Africa will
only be able to transport
German citizens home, and
travelers will need to go into

quarantine for 14 days whether
they are vaccinated or not.

Germany has seen new
record daily case numbers in
recent days and passed the
mark of 100,000 deaths from
COVID-19 on Thursday.

The WHO says Covid-19
cases in Europe have 
risen steadily over the past 5
weeks.

AP

Geneva: Advisers to the World
Health Organisation are hold-
ing a special session in Geneva
to flesh out information about
a worrying new variant of the
coronavirus that has emerged
in South Africa, though a top
expert says its impact on
Covid-19 vaccines may not be
known for weeks.

The technical advisory
group on the evolution of
COVID-19 was meeting virtu-
ally to discuss the so-called
B.1.1.529 variant that has
caused stock markets to swoon
and led the European Union to
recommend a pause in flights
to southern Africa.

The group could decide if
it's a "variant of concern" — the
most worrying type, like the
well-known delta variant — or

a "variant of interest", and
whether to use a Greek letter to
classify it.

"We don't know very much
about this, yet. What we do
know is that this variant has a
large number of mutations,
and the concern is that when
you have so many mutations it
can have an impact on how the
virus behaves," Maria Van
Kerkhove, WHO's technical
lead on COVID-19 Maria Van
Kerkhove said in a social-
media chat on Thursday (local
time). Fewer than 100 full
genome sequences of the vari-
ant are so far available, she said.

"It will take a few weeks for
us to understand what impact
this variant has on any poten-
tial vaccines, for example," Ms
Van Kerkhove said. AP

Jerusalem: Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett said on Friday
that Israel is "on the threshold
of an emergency situation”
after authorities detected the
country’s first case of a new
coronavirus variant and barred
travel to and from most African
countries.

The Health Ministry said it
detected the new strain in a
traveler who had returned from
Malawi and was investigating
two other suspected cases. The
three individuals, who had all
been vaccinated, were placed in
isolation.

A new coronavirus variant
has been detected in South
Africa that scientists say is a
concern because of its high
number of mutations and rapid
spread among young people in
Gauteng, the country’s most
populous province.

At a Cabinet meeting con-
vened Friday to discuss the new
variant, Bennett said it is more
contagious and spreads more
rapidly than the delta variant.
He said authorities were still
gathering information on

whether it evades vaccines or is
deadlier.

“We are currently at the
threshold of an emergency sit-
uation,” he said. "I ask everyone
to be prepared and to fully join
in the work around the clock.”

government later said that
all countries in sub-Saharan
Africa would be considered
“red countries” from which
foreign nationals are barred
from traveling to Israel. Israelis
are prohibited from visiting
those countries and those
returning from them must
undergo a period of isolation.

The Israeli military will
work to locate all individuals
who have been to red countries
within the past week and
instruct them to go into isola-
tion while testing is carried out,
it said. Israel launched one of
the world's first and most suc-
cessful vaccination campaigns
late last year, and nearly half the
population has received a
booster shot. Israel recently
expanded the campaign to
include children as young as 5.

AP

Calais (France): French fishing
crews are threatening to block
French ports and traffic under
the English Channel on Friday
to disrupt the flow of goods to
the U.K., in a dispute over post-
Brexit fishing licenses.

It’s the latest tension point
between the neighboring coun-
tries, who are also trading
blame for not doing enough to
prevent the deaths of at least 27
migrants whose boat sank
Wednesday off Calais, in the
choppy waters of the world’s
busiest shipping route.

French fishermen are
angry at the British govern-
ment for not granting more
licenses to fish in U.K. waters
— and angry at their own
government for not doing more
to defend them.

The fishing industry is
economically tiny but sym-
bolically important for both

Britain and France.
Friday’s threatened block-

ades are “a warning shot,”
Olivier Lepretre, president of
the regional fishing committee,
told reporters.

Fishing crews are expected
to use their boats to block ports
in Calais, Saint-Malo and
Ouistreham, and to use cars to
block the highway leading to
the tunnel beneath the
Channel.

The fishers are protesting
to “respond to the derisive
and humiliating attitude of the
English,” Gerard Romiti, pres-
ident of the national fishing
committee, told reporters.

A spokesman for Prime
Minister Boris Johnson said the
U.K. was “disappointed by
threats of protest activity.”

Before Brexit, French fish-
ermen could fish deep inside
British waters. AP
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MOSCOW: Russian President
Vladimir Putin is hosting the
leaders of Armenia and
Azerbaijan for talks on Friday,
during which the three are
expected to discuss ways to
resolve the tensions over the
separatist region of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

In the southern city of
Sochi, Putin held a bilateral
meeting with Azerbaijan's
President Ilham Aliyev,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters on Friday.
After that, the Russian presi-
dent is to sit down with Aliyev
and Armenia's Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan together, and
then have a separate bilateral
meeting with Pashinyan.

Armenia and Azerbaijan
have been locked in a decades-
old dispute over Nagorno-
Karabakh, a region that lies
within Azerbaijan but was
under the control of ethnic
Armenian forces backed by
Armenia since a separatist war
there ended in 1994.

The Azerbaijani military
routed the Armenian forces in
44 days of fierce fighting in the
fall of 2020, which ended with
a Russia-brokered peace deal
that saw Azerbaijan gain con-
trol of a significant part of
Nagorno-Karabakh and
reclaim all the regions con-
trolled by Armenian forces
outside the separatist region.

AP

TAIPEI, Taiwan: Five U.S. lawmakers met with Taiwan
President Tsai Ing-wen Friday morning in a surprise one-day visit
intended to reaffirm the United States' "rock solid" support for
the self-governing island.

The bi-partisan group of lawmakers from the U.S. House of
Representatives arrived in Taiwan on Thursday night and were
planning to meet with senior leaders including Tsai, said the
American Institute in Taiwan, the de facto embassy. No further
details were provided about their itinerary.

The visit comes as tensions between Taiwan and China have
risen to their highest level in decades. Taiwan has been self-ruled
since the two sides split during a civil war in 1949, but China
considers the island part of its own territory.

"When news of our trip broke yesterday, my office received
a blunt message from the Chinese Embassy, telling me to call off
the trip," Representative Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., who is part of
the delegation, wrote on Twitter.

Representatives Mark Takano, D-Calif., Colin Allred, D-
Texas., Sara Jacobs, D-Calif., and Nancy Mace, R-S.C., are also
part of the visiting delegation. AP
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CAIRO: The deal struck in
Sudan to reinstate the prime
minister following a military
coup is imperfect but has saved
the country from sliding into
civil strife, the U.N. envoy to
Sudan said on Friday. 

Special Envoy Volker
Perthes was speaking of the
agreement between Sudan's
military leaders and Prime
Minister Abdallah Hamdok,
who was deposed and put
under house arrest following
the coup last month that stirred
an international outcry. 

The military takeover
threatened to thwart the
process of democratic transi-
tion that the country had
embarked on since the ouster
of longtime autocrat Omar al-
Bashir.

The deal, signed on
Sunday, was seen as the biggest
concession made by the coun-
try's top military leader, Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan, since the

coup. However, the country's
pro-democracy groups have
dismissed it as illegitimate and
accused Hamdok of allowing
himself to serve as a fig leaf for
continued military rule."The
agreement of course is not
perfect," Perthes told The
Associated Press. 

"But it is better than not
having an agreement and con-
tinuing on a path where the
military in the end will be the
sole ruler."Both signatories felt
compelled to make "bitter con-
cessions" in order to spare the
country the risk of more vio-
lence, chaos and international
isolation, he added. 

"It would not have been
possible to exclude a scenario
which would have brought
Sudan to something close to
what we have seen in Yemen,
Libya or Syria," Perthes said. 

He spoke to the AP via
videoconference from
Khartoum. AP
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TOKYO: Japan's Cabinet on Friday approved a 770 billion yen
($6.8 billion) request for an extra defense budget through March
to expedite the purchase of missiles, anti-submarine rockets and
other weapons amid rising concern over the escalation of mil-
itary activities by China, Russia and North Korea.

The request, still pending parliamentary approval, brings
Japan's military spending for the current year to a new high of
more than 6.1 trillion yen ($53.2 billion), up 15% from 5.31 tril-
lion yen in 2020. 

The Defense Ministry says its "defense power reinforcement
and acceleration package" is designed to speed up deployment
of some of the key equipment from the 2022 budget request.

AP

CAIRO: The U.N. mission in Libya con-
demned on Friday an attack by armed men on
an appeals court as it was set to re-examine an
earlier decision that disqualified the son of
longtime dictator Moammar Gadhafi from
running for president.

On Thursday, armed men surrounded the
court in the southern town of Sabha and pre-
vented judges from convening to look into Seif
al-Islam Gadhafi's appeal. 

Earlier, the country's electoral body had
deemed Seif al-Islam ineligible to take part in
the presidential race set for next month, cit-
ing his previous convictions. 

"Attacks against judicial or election facil-
ities or judicial or elections personnel are not
only criminal acts, punishable under Libyan
law, but also undermine Libyans' right to par-
ticipate in the political process," tweeted the
U.N. mission, known as UNSMIL. 

Libya is to hold the first round of presi-
dential elections on Dec. 24, after years of U.N.-
led attempts to usher in a more democratic
future and end the country's civil war. However,
the upcoming vote faces many challenges,
including unresolved issues over laws gov-
erning the elections and occasional infighting
among armed groups. Other obstacles include
the deep rift that remains between the coun-
try's east and west and the presence of thou-
sands of foreign fighters and troops.

The oil-rich North African county is cur-
rently governed by an interim government that
was elected by Libyan delegates after U.N.-led
talks in Geneva in February. 

Interim Interior Minister Khaled Mazen
vowed to hunt down and prosecute the
assailants in Thursday's attack. 

AP
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Aslew of nations moved to
stop air travel from south-

ern Africa on Friday, and stocks
plunged in Asia and Europe in
reaction to news of a new,
potentially more transmissible
Covid-19 variant.“The last
thing we need is to bring in a
new variant that will cause
even more problems,” said
German Health Minister Jens
Spahn, amid a massive spike in
cases in the 27-nation
European Union, which is rec-
ommending a ban on flights
from southern African
nations.Within a few days of
the discovery of the new vari-

ant, it has already impacted on
a jittery world that is sensitive
to bad Covid-19 news, with
deaths around the globe stand-
ing at well over 5 million.
Medical experts, including the
World Health Organization,
warned against any overreac-
tion before all elements were
clear but nations who acted
said their concerns were justi-
fied. “Early indications show
this variant may be more trans-
missable than the delta variant
and current vaccines may be
less effective against it,” British
Health Secretary Sajid Javid
told lawmakers. "We must
move quickly and at the earli-
est possible moment,” he said.

Mumbai:The Reserve Bank on
Friday accepted most of the
recommendations of its work-
ing group on corporate own-
ership of private sector banks,
by allowing unrestrained pro-
moter shareholding in the first
five years of operations and
hiking the same to 26 per cent
after 15 years from the extant
15 per cent and also the new
capital requirements.

The move will benefit lead-
ing banks like Kotak Mahindra

Bank and IndusInd Bank,
among others, which have been
seeking more time from the
regulator to divest their stakes
for many years now.

Accepting 21 of the 33
recommendations of the inter-
nal working group, the central
bank said the remaining sug-
gestions are under its consid-
eration.  The RBI constituted
the working group on June 12,
2020, and the panel submitted
the report on November 20,

2020, inviting comments of
stakeholders and members of
the public by January 15, 2021.

The RBI accepted the rec-
ommendation that no changes
be made to the extant instruc-
tions related to the initial lock-
in requirements of holding a
minimum 40 per cent of the
paid-up voting equity share
capital of the bank for the first
five years but said no cap on the
promoters holding during the
same period. PTI
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The Sensex nosedived 1,688
points while the Nifty

slumped below the 17,100-
level on Friday as a new and
potentially vaccine-resistant
coronavirus variant sent shock-
waves through global markets.

The variant, detected in
South Africa, Botswana and
Hong Kong so far, has an
unusual combination of muta-
tions, as per initial reports.

Countries like Britain and
Japan have already imposed
travel restrictions, raising the
spectre of a fresh wave of lock-
downs.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
plummeted 1,687.94 points or
2.87 per cent to close at
57,107.15 following an across-
the-board selloff. Similarly, the
NSE Nifty plunged 509.80
points or 2.91 per cent to
17,026.45. Currency markets
too were not spared, with the
rupee sinking 37 paise versus
the US dollar, in tandem with

other emerging market cur-
rencies.
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Mumbai:The rupee on Friday
plunged by 37 paise or 0.50
per cent against the US dol-
lar to close at a nearly month's
low as investors turned cau-
tious in view of massive sell-
offs in domestic equities and
worries over a new variant of
Covid-19.The rupee erased all
of its gains in the month
while suffering its worst week-
ly loss of 59 paise since
October 8 due to month-end
dollar demand and on antic-
ipation that the US Fed will
accelerate asset tapering and
hike interest rates around
mid-2022, analysts said. PTI
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The Department of Animal
Husbandry & Dairying,

Union Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry &
Dairying; National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB)
and other institutions -
GCMMF Ltd, Kaira Milk
Union (Amul Dairy), NCDFI
Ltd, IRMA, Mother Dairy Fruit
& Vegetable Pvt Ltd.

IDMC Ltd, Indian
Immunologicals Ltd, NDDB

Dairy Services and Anandalaya
jointly celebrated (NDDB)
“National Milk Day” to com-

memorate the birth centenary
of Dr Verghese Kurien on
November 26, 2021 at NDDB’s
TK Patel Auditorium.

During the ceremony,
Parshottam Rupala, Union
Minister of Animal Husbandry
& Dairying conferred the
Gopal Ratna Award to the
winners of the Best Dairy
Farmer rearing indigenous cat-
tle/buffalo breeds, Best
Artificial Insemination
Technician and Best Dairy
Cooperative Society (DCS)/
Milk Producer Company/
Dairy Farmer Producer
Organisation in the country.
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Unlu, a learning platform in cre-
ative education, has onboard-

ed India’s popular lyricist Sameer
Anjaan to teach lyrics-writing on
their platform. This lyrics-writing
class will help aspiring content cre-
ators learn the art of lyrics writing
from an industry veteran and will
open avenues to commercialise
their content to build a sustainable
career in songwriting. 

Anjaan moved to Mumbai in
1980 to pursue his career. In a short
span of time, he became one of the
most sought-after lyricists in the
Bollywood industry. He is an award-
winning songwriter and a Guinness
World Record holder for writing the
most songs. With his immense
knowledge and experience, Anjaan
will help the aspirants learn the
process of lyrics writing in his Unlu
class.

Commenting on his exclusive
class, Anjaan said, “It has always
been my dream to teach people to
become songwriters so when Unlu
came to me, asking to take this
opportunity, it was really a no-brain-
er. When you write lyrics there are

many nuances one needs to take
care of, but if you know how to
approach all the challenges that are
going to come your way, you can
really excel.” 

He continued, “So, here’s the
opportunity that will help aspi-
rants’ inner songwriters to step
into the sunlight and show them the
way forward to express their ideas
and emotions.”

In this class, Anjaan will share
what it took for him to become a
successful songwriter and how one
can use his methodology/process to
become a songwriter in their own
right. Beginning from his journey
as an artist to helping them in dis-
covering themselves, he will take the
learners through the complete
process of making it as a lyricist. The
course will help the students become
familiar with the structure of lyrics,
language and its process. Apart
from this, they will be taught about
the types of lyrics writing, genres
and how to make a mark in the
industry. On the completion of the
course, students will receive a cer-
tificate of completion.

Ace Bollywood director Gopi
Puthran has been vocal about

rights of women which came
through in Yash Raj Films’
Mardaani and Mardaani 2, for
which he wrote the script too.
Gopi wants society to be open
about admitting that violence
against women is an epidemic and
hopes that people engage with
each other immediately on how to
tackle this menace.

Gopi says, “Violence against
women keeps breeding because of
a toxic, stagnant culture that refus-
es to acknowledge the equal exis-
tence and independent agency of
women in the fabric of society.
And this culture has little to do
with the socio-economic strata
and has to do with the patriarchal
values which have seeped into our
day to day behaviour, cutting
across economic and social con-

ditions.”
He adds, “But cultures don’t

change overnight and they defi-
nitely don’t change by shoving
glaring issues under the carpet.
The more we talk about the extent
and impact that violence has on
women’s lives and the permanent
trauma that it causes, the more we
can hope to bring about some
behavioural change.”

He further states, “As someone

who’s been raised and influenced
by strong, independent women I
feel deeply that one of the ways
that crime against women can be
curbed is by talking about such
crimes openly and without attach-
ing ‘shame’ and ‘guilt’ to the
women who go through it. They
are not ‘victims’ that need rescu-
ing, they are ‘humans’ who seek
justice for the wrongs they’ve
faced.”

Drummond William Thomas
Money-Coutts, also lovingly known
as DMC, is one English magician

and card shark specialist you ordinarily will
not find but, at the same time, a person
whose friendliness and tricks (magic
tricks, duh) you’d fall for instantly.

The heir apparent to the Latymer
Barony, DMC decided to take the road
least travelled and make a name for him-
self. Somebody was right, when you love
what you do, you’ve already won at life.

I recently had the opportunity to con-
verse with one of the most eminent magi-
cians in the world, where he opened up
about how magic was a choice that made
itself. Read on for excerpts from the inter-
view:

You have many successfully running
shows, The Card Shark, Beyond Magic
with DMC, Death By Magic and so on. 

Tell us about your journey. 
My journey started as a child. I was

one of the strange children who was always
obsessed with unusual things, magic and
mysteries. When I was eight, my father
took me to a magic show. Now, my father
comes from a very old banking family,
called Money-Coutts. It originally used to
be a part of the family, it’s is a private bank
in UK. Underneath the bank was the old-
est magic shop in UK. He took me there
and that’s when I learnt that magic was
something that could be learnt and that
could give other people that incredible feel-
ing that magic has always given me. I, very
quickly, decided that that’s what I will give
my life to, and I never looked back.

You've risked your own life during
the stunts. What is it like? 

It’s a crazy thing, you know. Because
part of it is making a show like Death By
Magic. There's never enough time. There
were six episodes back-to-back and six
cities that we had to cover across four dif-
ferent continents. So, we almost never have
enough rehearsal time or prep-time. Of
course, when you’re dealing with very dan-
gerous stunts, things go wrong. And,
unfortunately, things did go wrong. I had
to see a medical team thrice in the course
of eight stunts, so almost half the show
went badly south. It was ironical that we
were creating a show that was a eulogy to
very incredible magicians who had given
their lives in pursuit of magic.

On those lines, how real is Death By
Magic? What type of illusions do you cre-
ate around it?

I’ve always thought of myself as the
forger of the impossible. So, I create what
look like forgeries of impossible moments
and, of course, in order to do that, we, as
magicians, use very many different tech-

niques — some are more psychological,
some are the tricks of hand. Many differ-
ent elements are at play and, of course, we
use all manners of different techniques. But
for me, the secret is a very small part of
the entire experience. Many people seem
to be fascinated by the secret of how it is
working. For me, it is not so much about
that but more is about the journey and the
experience that is created out of it.

We know a magician never reveals
his tricks, but one always wonders...
What are your thoughts about shows like
Magic's Greatest Secrets Revealed?

To me, it feels like one of the things
that when a person learns makes him dis-
appointed. It is rare that a person learns
the mystery behind a trick and they are
blown away. Usually, it’s something very
clever but more often than not, something

extremely simple. I believe it is like a snake.
If a magician stops running away from it,
it’ll stop chasing him. If a child is holding
on to a toy fiercely, then other children
want it even more but as soon as the toy
is left on the ground, people lose interest.

I can vouch for it, the secrets behind
magic are absolutely not the most fascinat-
ing part of what we do. It’s just, magicians
make a big fuss about guarding the secret.
So, of course, in doing so, they encourage
people to come and chase after them. So,
if they gave less importance to it, our audi-
ences would do the same.

You travel around the world and
entrance people with magic tricks. What
does magic mean to you? Is it an escape
or a world where the surreal seems real?

It’s one of those beautiful questions,
what magic is, and I’ve thought about it a

lot over the years. As a child, it was very
much an escape. It was a happy place that
I would dissolve into. I would read about
my heroes and great stories from the past.

Now, for me, magic is equivalent
with love on some level. What magic
means to you or me, to a monk or let’s say
a young girl, will all mean very different
things. Everyone will have their unique
interpretations of magic based on their
experiences. For everyone, their experi-
ences dictate their judgment. Someone
might have seen a brilliant magician
when they were a kid, while others might
have experienced a terrible magic show at
a party. That will inform, of course, their
understanding and definition of magic.

What is it that keeps calling you back
to India?

Magic can be so much richer, deeper.

We can find magic in almost anything in
life. That is one reason why I keep return-
ing to India. 

There's an energy here. There's a sense
of magic that I get from India — and its
culture, history, people — which is very
hard to capture, define or explain in words.
But I put it on a very similar level of magic. 

In India, you have this beautiful
tapestry of magic in many forms, this can
be a mere belief in the magic, but also you
have a very long history of people perform-
ing magic. 

I've travelled to parts of the world
where magic is something darker and seen
as something much more sinister and can
be associated with witchcraft and black
magic and voodoo. People are scared of it,
generally. Because there's no history of per-
forming magic. 

So, for me, India is very unique.
There's a wide interpretation of magic here,
a real appetite of magic that I can feel. 

You've performed a lot of public
stunts like public treasure quests. What
is your objective behind these? 

You know, that was just an idea. I think
when I started my professional career, I was
beginning to make money and I have
always loved the thrill of treasure hunts.
I put it at an equal level with the exhila-
ration of magic. 

I had an idea one day. I bought little

envelopes and stuck into them what must
be lakhs of rupees. I hid them then and
walked around, watching people find
them. They'd be overjoyed and confused,
both. It was very special, wasn't particu-
larly magical but it made me very happy
to watch. 

You come from a royal background.
And are an heir to Baron Latimer.
When and how did you decide to drift
away from the lineage and become a self-
made magician?

I don't know if that was a particular
moment. That realisation was something
always there. As soon as I found magic, I
knew it would be my life. I attempted more
conventional/professional careers for a
while, worked at banks, but none of these
things touched. The strength of magic was
something else. I couldn't bring myself to
sit if I knew I could bring magic into other
people's lives. In many ways, it was a choice
that made itself. 

I was 18 and my father and I were
climbing a mountain in Africa, I don't
remember this but he tells me that he asked
me what my plan A was. I answered,
'magic'. He then asked what plan B was and
I responded, 'to make plan A work.'

Magic was everything for me. 

You've a tattoo on your left ear that
says 'Hausla Pyaar Wishwas', if I'm not
wrong. Could you elaborate what that
means to you? 

Yes (smiles). When I came to India, it
was my second time, and I had commit-
ted to be coming a magician. I was in
Rajasthan and was inside a book shop. I
was reading books that spoke of mantras
and guiding principles in life. I decided I
wanted three foundational mantras for
myself, things I would hold on to, and
wrote these three phrases. 

When I landed in London, I wrote to
my friend in Udaipur and asked what these
principles in Hindi would be captured as.
He said they'd be 'hausla, pyaar, wishwas'.

It is my little piece of India. No mat-
ter what happens in my life, I return to
these mantras and my guiding principles. 

What do you prefer more: Live per-
formances or recorded shows?

I far prefer live performances because
it's uniquely my own work. And I love the
challenges of television, it's different,
many dozens of people making dozens of
creative choices, but not all of which you're
gonna agree with. 

With Netflix, we had 100s of people
in the crew. So not everything would go
my way. It is big and cumbersome. I love
it for many reasons but it is slower. 

There's immediacy with live magic, it
is right there. I can do it every day. 
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Last month, Zee TV
returned with its

longest-running singing
reality show, Sa Re Ga Ma
Pa 2021. With a legacy of
over 25 years, Sa Re Ga Ma
Pa has been successful in
discovering some gems of
music fraternity.  The
show's contestants have
managed to impress the
audience. However, viewers
are in for a treat this week-
end...

The upcoming episode
of Sa Re Ga Ma Pa will see
Salman Khan as the special
guest. During the shoot, he
will not only be seen shar-
ing some memories from
his career, but also share
screen time with the three
judges, host and contes-
tants from the show. In fact,
during the shoot, Salman
shared a never heard before

anecdote about Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa host Aditya
Narayan. 

Salman revealed, "I had
worked with Aditya when
he was just three or four

years old. We shot for Jab
Pyaar Kisise Hota Hai. I
used to wipe his nose when
he was a kid." Narayan
also added, "I always had a
runny nose, and he came to

my rescue. But look how
I've grown up, but Salman
Bhai is still the same young,
dashing man."

While Salman Khan's
revelations will leave you
surprised, Sanjana and
Neelanjana's soulful rendi-
tion of songs like Kahe
Toh Se Sajna and Tere
Naam Humne Kiya Hai
cannot be missed! 

(Tune into Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa this Saturday and
Sunday at 9 pm, only on

Zee TV.) 
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The expanse of sand spread end-
lessly, interspersed with scrub,
a few high rises, and cars that
were moving at a speed that is

possible only when viewed from the air.
But as the plane circled and swooped to
land, like the desert falcon, the high-rises
that Dubai is known for suddenly came
into view. The spectacular buildings are
just one of the many things that add up
to create an unmatched aura of the fore-
most of the seven Emirates, which exer-
cises an unimaginable pull over blue-
and white-collar workers, holidaymak-
ers and shoppers alike. Dubai is noth-
ing short of a man-made mirage, where
every flight of fancy, howsoever much
bizarre, finds a ready-to-take-off run-
way.

But then, all of these thoughts
crossed my mind much after I had been
through a gruelling 10 hours before hit-
ting the tarmac in the ‘Promised Land’
of shopaholics. I say, ‘gruelling’ as inter-
national travel post-pandemic is a beast
that is unrecognisable from its predeces-
sor. Despite that, having been hemmed
in within the boundaries that answer to
the political description of India — for
almost two years now — the break was
welcome. What wasn’t met with equal
enthusiasm was the mandatory arrival
at the airport six hours before the flight
for a RT-PCR test. For people like me,
who even earlier found the long check-
in hours burdensome, this was excru-
ciating, to say the least. So for a seven
o’clock flight, I had to reach no later than
1 in the morning! The sight that greet-
ed me was unlike any that I had seen at
any airport before. Queues of people —
who were awaiting results — sleeping on
parapets, rows of cubicles where their
details were noted and bills generated
as well as tests conducted while the lug-
gage lay in a bit of disarray while the
owners ran helter-skelter. 

With the tests done, the reports
finally filtered in two hours later. And
another queue to pick it up followed by
yet one more to confirm whether the
two reports and visas were in order. And
finally, check-in! However, one thing
hadn’t changed at the T3 airport in

Delhi. If you wanted to catch a wink, all
the sleeperettes were sure to be occu-
pied. 

It was only when the flight landed
that we 

were ushered into more cubicles
where yet another test was conducted.
But post that, it was business as usual...

...Except for the heat. It seemed to
have been channelled straight
from a blast furnace... that is
if you had the bravado to
step outside the air con-
ditioning. I quickly
took shelter in the 

waiting car at the
airport. Making my
way to Atlantis, The
Palm — which was to be
my abode for three days —
I sped past chrome and glass
buildings, cars in every imaginable
colour that could put a woman’s
wardrobe to shame, malls on roads that
were so smooth that would have you
stepping on the accelerator with glee.

We were headed towards Palm
Island, the largest man-made island
which is referred to as the ‘eighth won-
der of the world’. The Palm’s shape was
selected to ensure all buildings on the
island would have a sea view and beach
access. The finished island covers an
area equivalent to 600 football pitches
and is four times as big as London’s Hyde
Park. Today, the 17 fronds are home to
around 1,500 beachfront mansions,
with a further 6,000 apartments on the
trunk.

Soon enough, the car was running
parallel with the beach and a turn led
it to the hotel. And since Dubai does not
do anything which is less than grand,
Atlantis is spread over 46 hectares or —
to make a layperson understand its scale
— is the size of 64 Wembley football
pitches. Atlantis was the first resort to
open its doors on The Palm. With 1,548
rooms, seven signature suites and 22
storeys, it has played host to citizens of
227 different countries. Its signature
Royal Bridge Suite, measuring 924 sq m
costs US$27,000 per night, is an attrac-
tion — especially for Indians — as actor

Shah Rukh Khan has stayed here.
Another, the Underwater Suite — at 165
sq m, has a master bedroom with

direct views of The Ambassador
Lagoon aquarium, creating

an illusion of being
beneath the sea — is
another popular option.
The hotel is a micro-
cosm of the Emirate
which does not believe

in living life which is not
king size. 

Checking in, I couldn’t
help but admire the handblown

glass installation in a myriad of colours
and kept stealing looks as the Russian
lady at the front desk completed the for-
malities. The priceless Dale Chihuly
sculpture was created using 3,000 hand-
blown pieces that were individually
placed to build the 10-metre-high entry
centerpiece. Even in Dubai where every-
thing competes for attention — by being
even more mammoth than larger than
life and opulent — this is a showstop-
per. 

Ushered in my room, I immediate-
ly raced to the balcony as views from a
hotel room have often been behind my
impulsive decisions to stay or leave a
place since childhood. The vista that
greeted me, despite the heat, had me
tongue-tied (a rare occurrence) for
some time. From the 13th floor, the view
that spread out till the horizon had the
deep blue sea with several yachts skim-
ming on the surface (remember habibi,
money CAN buy you happiness in
Dubai), the Burj Khalifa shimmering in
the heat, a stretch of greenery before it
was interrupted by the new Atlantis, The
Royal slated to open sometime next year,
a monorail speeding past and also a
teeny weeny glimpse of the famous Palm
with its fronds that houses the whos who
(including our very Shah Rukh Khan
who is also the brand ambassador of

Dubai). Peeking down, I saw another
water body just below. I wondered what
it was but couldn’t ponder over it for too
long as I had to leave for lunch. 

It was the descent from the lobby to
the ground level which brought us face
to face with a glass wall with a myriad
of sea animals — stingrays, sharks, eels
and 65,000 others — swimming (it
seemed without care) in what could be
closest to viewing them in their natur-
al habitat without getting wet. I watched
on mesmerised as realisation dawned
that this was the water body I saw from
above. This aquarium recreates Atlantis,
the fictional island mentioned in an alle-
gory on the hubris of nations in Plato's
works Timaeus and Critias. Since the
hotel is named after it, it is not surpris-
ing that floor-to-ceiling unbreakable
glass practically brings in the water
world at every turn. I would have
stared on, lost in thought, had not my
stomach let out a low growl complain-
ing about the hours of neglect and in
anticipation of the feast that I knew was
in store. 

We were headed towards Gordon
Ramsay’s (yes, THE Multi-Michelin
starred British chef and star of the small
screen known equally well for his food
and his temper) Bread Street Kitchen &
Bar. This is just one of the 29 restaurants
including three outlets 

by celebrity chefs, Nobu Matsuhisa,
Giorgio Locatelli and 

Gordon Ramsay.
Done up in wood, with a profusion

of lights in different shapes and sizes, the
restaurant had an eclectic appeal that
was tough to miss despite me being con-
sumed by a state of sleep deprivation.
While one might assume that it would
be meats that dominate 

the menu, since Ramsay has often
expressed his dislike for vegetarianism,
the vegan trend has made inroads into
his restaurant — certainly as unlikely a

place as can be. And surprisingly, it was the
Rigatoni with handpicked mushrooms — with-
out even so much as a hint of animal protein —
that was the star of the table despite an array of
treats that were cooked and plated to perfection.
But the side-effects of stuffing oneself with a dish
of creamy carbohydrates soon became apparent.
The four people at the table begin to nod off...
especially since the night before had been less
than restful. However, since no meal is complete
without a dessert, an assorted platter followed.
The Medjool date & banana sticky toffee pud-
ding had us nodding in approval (and digging
in several spoonfuls immediately after loud
proclamations of being stuffed to the gills). 

An afternoon siesta was called for after such
an immensely satiating meal. Waking up
refreshed, I was raring to head out for the Fish
Tales Tour at The Lost Chambers Aquarium.
For a hotel in the centre of a desert, the abun-
dance of water, even if it is saline, is certainly
a feat. And if you add the upkeep of a whop-
ping 65,000 marine animals of 250 species, it
certainly becomes even more mind-boggling.
The Ambassador Lagoon at Atlantis is an 11
million litre marine habitat and one of the top
10 largest aquariums in the world. Its viewing
pane is 10 meters long and 70 cm thick and if
all its water was drained it would fill 4.5
Olympic-sized swimming pools! 

While I, along with three others, explored
the site on my own, it was the behind-the-
scenes during the guided tour that had us hold-
ing on to every word. A fish hospital (my, my,
did you know that existed?), a kitchen to pre-
pare their food 

(400 kg of the same quality as is served to
the hotel’s guests), a water filtration plant, a test-
ing centre, several fish tanks where the young
are kept and more were oohed and aahed over.

We wandered around before ending with
a dinner at Hakkasan. While we were still quite
full from the lunch, the hostess’ recommenda-
tion of Stir-fry vegetable and pine nut lettuce
wrap was certainly a revelation and was quick-
ly wrapped up (pun intended). However, we
could not do justice to the main course as our
stomachs collectively groaned under the
onslaught of a constant barrage of delicacies.
Practically collapsing into bed, we were soon
off to la-la land,

Post a delicious spread of South-East
Asian, local and international offerings at the
breakfast buffet at the Saffron, we were up for
some activities that were a little more adven-
turous than eating and walking about to take
in the sights. We headed towards the White
Beach, the seafront of the eponymously-
named restaurant, which is exclusively used by
the hotel guests. The sun beating down in all
its intensity did not flag our spirits as we brave-
ly ventured where we had never gone before
— a session of paddleboarding. Donning the
life jackets ensured that our courage was boost-
ed manifold and we weren’t daunted by the
open sea that stretched out till the horizon. If
we were being marked, the first person to take
off from the start point would have scored a
perfect 10. Paddling gently on both sides, she
stood up with perfect poise without losing bal-
ance and after a carefully executed pirouette,
she headed back to safe shores exultant to have
done it in one perfect sweep. I was up next and
I have always been pretty confident –— that
balance is something I always take time to

achieve while perseverance is my strong point.
And yet again, my hunch was not off the mark.
Within minutes (or was it seconds?) of stand-
ing up, a loud splash followed and I was float-
ing on my back. While the instructor was telling
me not to panic, I promptly responded 

by standing up in the neck-deep (okay, okay 
for a 5’1” me) water and wading back to

the 
shore to attempt it yet again. And yes, this

time I was successful.
But I was not yet done with the water

(blame it on me being a water sign) and
dragged out a kayak along with a companion.
The 20 minutes we paddled around were fre-
quently interrupted by peels of laughter as we
tried to manoeuvre the kayak without bump-
ing into obstacles. Deeply tanned but exuber-
ant, we made our way back...

Lunch was at White, the beachfront restau-
rant which specialises in Mediterranean cui-
sine. An 

all-white decor, fresh ingredients and a
meal that was light were just what we needed.
But it was the dessert, with its seemingly incon-
gruous nomenclature of ‘bread’ that had
everyone floored. Called the Monkey bread,
with a hint of cinnamon and coffee, we eyed
its large size when it arrived at the table and
thought we would never finish it. We could not
have erred more. And that was just another
incorrect assumption about the dish. We
sliced off a small bite and then another, and one
more... till the plate was almost empty. And yes,
even now, I can almost taste its delicious gor-
geousness. Sigh.

However, there was more to come. On the
last day of our stay, we were lined up for a dol-
phin and sea lion tour where we learnt the intri-
cacies. The Dolphin Bay, spread over 4.5
hectares, is home to Indo-Pacific Bottlenose
dolphins that eat between five and seven kg of
fish per day. The Sea Lion Point is the only one
of its kind in the region. Its residents are South
African Fur Seals and are cared for by experi-
enced Marine Mammal Specialists. 

The trainer explained that diet regulation,
regular health check-ups, exercise and more
were some of the things that ensured that both
the physical and emotional well-being of
these marine animals were well looked after.
With the dolphin parks having come in for
increased criticism from animal rights activists,
we watched the marine animals from afar. 

From there we headed straight to
Aquaventure, the water playground of more 

than 18 million litres of water. With 79 rides
spread across three towers 26 marine and
watersport experiences, anyone who loves
water parks this is a dream destination. While
I debated whether I should take the Leap of 

Faith — a sheer drop of 98-feet mega which
plummets in a near-vertical fashion at fright-
ening speed of 60 km/h in three seconds, shoot-
ing you through a clear acrylic tube surround-
ed by sharks and cownose rays — 

I took some of the relatively tamer rides.
So I went on a safari of a different kind in Shark
Attack, where the fibreglass gives a 360° view
of the shark-filled lagoon. Then, there were the
Rapids, a 1.6-kilometre river and the
Aquaconda, a 210 metres long and 25 metres
high six-person waterslide tube. 

Certainly, impossible is not a word that
exists in Dubai’s dictionary. 

IMPOSSIBLE... IS NOTHING
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Tim Southee bowled an
incisive morning spell to
take five wickets which

was then brilliantly comple-
mented by openers Will Young
and Tom Latham as New
Zealand dominated India to
reach 129 for no loss on the
second day of the opening
Test here on Friday. The only
highlight for India in an other-
wise disappointing day was
Shreyas Iyer’s (105 off 171
balls) debut hundred.

Playing his 80th Test match,
Southee (5/69) took his 13th
five-wicket haul on an unre-
sponsive track to send India
packing for 345 after they start-
ed the day at 258 for 4.

Young then held centre-
stage in his fourth Test appear-
ance as he looked composed and
unperturbed during his unbeat-
en knock of 75 off 180 balls.

Latham (50 batting off 165
balls), the seasoned campaign-
er, survived three on-field deci-
sions (two leg before and one
caught behind), negated by DRS,
and decided to frustrate the two
Indian spinners with a gritty
defensive game. The Green Park
track became better for batting
on the second day and the turn
that was on offer was minimal.
The variable bounce wasn’t also
there for the better part of the 57
overs that they batted.

Since it was slow turn, the

Black Caps duo mostly plonked
their front-foot and neutralised
the turn. And when they played
on the back-foot, there was
enough time to manoeuvre on
both sides of the wicket.

Both were able to adjust on
the back-foot against Ravindra
Jadeja (14-4-28-0) and
Ravichandran Ashwin (17-5-
38-0), both of whom didn’t look
threatening on the day.

Also what made it worse for
India was that hardly any deliv-
ery kept dangerously low, which

could have brought the leg-
before into the equation.

The most disappointing of
all was Axar Patel (10-1-26-0),
whose accuracy on the leg
stump line was of little or no
value and it was once again
proved that without assistance
from the track, he is not even
half the bowler that he is with
some help from surface.

Young, in particular, got as
many as 12 boundaries while
Latham helped himself to four
hits to the fence.

While Indian spinners can
come back on the third day if
the pitch considerably deterio-
rates but New Zealand would
like to take the game deep by
getting somewhere close to
India’s first innings total and
take it from there.

In the morning, Iyer became
the 16th Indian cricketer to
score a hundred on Test debut
but the home side’s lower-mid-
dle order caved in meekly save
Ashwin (38 off 56 balls), whose
counter-attacking effort took

them close to 350.
The credit for that went pri-

marily to Southee (27.4-6-69-5),
who was tirelessly bowling an
extended spell of more than 10
overs from one end, causing
extensive damage. The seasoned
campaigner’s 13th five-wicket
haul came in his 80th Test.

Resuming on his overnight
score of 75, Iyer followed the
great Gundappa Vishwanath in
reaching the milestone at this
ground.

Ashwin did the bulk of
scoring in the morning session
as India added only 87 runs, los-
ing six wickets in the process.

Southee was on target with
the second new ball first up as
he sent back Ravindra Jadeja
(50) on his overnight score.

He used the width of the
crease cleverly to trouble Jadeja
and got the ball to move from
length which was too much for
the lower-order players to nego-
tiate. Wriddhiman Saha and
Axar Patel nicked at those deliv-
eries that moved away at drivable
lengths.Sensing that he is now
batting with the tail as Saha (1 off
12 balls) is no longer a batter on
whom one can repose his faith,
Iyer hit a flurry of boundaries but
the best shot was a cover drive
off Kyle Jamieson (22.2-6-85-3)
which took him to 96. 

A glide towards wide of
third man off Jamieson got him
a double and the moment that
every batter dreams of.
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India’s two-time Olympic medal-win-
ning shuttler P V Sindhu came back

from a game down to beat South
Korea’s Sim Yujin and enter the semi-
finals of the Indonesia Open Super 1000
tournament here on Friday.

The men’s doubles duo of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty later beat Malaysia’s Goh Sze Fei
and Nur Izzuddin 21-19 21-19 in
straight games to also make the semi-
finals of the tournament, making it a
great day for the Indian contingent.

Third seed Sindhu, the reigning
world champion, had to toil hard to get
the better of Yujin 14-21 21-19 21-14 in
the quarterfinal that lasted an hour and
six minutes.

The Indian will play second seed
Ratchanok Intanon of Thailand, who
got the better of Japan’s Asuka Takahashi

21-17 21-12 in another women’s singles
quarterfinal match, in her last four clash
of the USD 850,000 event. It was not
smooth sailing from Sindhu against
Yujin. 

The Indian started confidently rac-
ing to a 7-1 lead before the Japanese
pocketed six straight points to draw the
first game level.

But once Yujin took a slender 11-
10 lead at the break, she didn’t look back
and won the game comfortably to grab
the early momentum.

The Japanese continued in the
same vein in the second game and
matched Sindhu stroke for stroke till the
first seven points before the Indian
upped her game.

Sindhu displayed better control
and authority over her strokes and
engaged her rival in long rallies to surge
ahead 14-8 before Yujin fought back.

Sindhu used her vast experience

and held her nerves to draw the con-
test level.

In the decider, Sindhu enjoyed the
early exchanges to race to a comfortable
11-4 lead but the Japanese secured seven
consecutive points to make it 11-11.
Sensing trouble, Sindhu took her game
to the next level just at the right time
to outwit her rival and seal the match
in her favour.

The combo of Satwik and Chirag
took 43 minutes to win their men’s dou-
bles quarterfinal against the Malaysians.

The other Indian in fray, B Sai
Praneeth, will play Olympic champion
and former world No.1 Viktor Axelsen
of Denmark in the men’s singles quar-
terfinals later in the day.

Praneeth, world no.16, staved off a
spirited fight from France’s world no 70
Christo Popov, claiming a 21-17 14-21
21-19 win in a gruelling second round
match on Thursday. 
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Former Australia Test crick-
et captain Tim Paine is set

to miss the first Ashes Test and
is taking an indefinite mental
health break from the game.

The news comes a week
after Paine tearfully quit as cap-
tain after revelations of a scan-
dal involving the sending of
inappropriate texts to a female
co-worker in 2017.

Cricket Australia said on
Friday that Paine advised them
he would be “stepping away
from cricket for a period of
time.” 

“We recognise that this is
an incredibly difficult time for
Tim and his family and are
committed to supporting
them,” Cricket Australia chief
executive Nick Hockley said in
a statement. 

“We respect and under-

stand Tim’s decision to have a
break at this time to focus on
his and his family’s well-being.”

Paine’s teammates were
hoping for the wicketkeeper to
play on December 8 — his 37th
birthday — when Australia’s
five-test series against England
begins in Brisbane. As of
Thursday, the veteran was
scheduled to join the test squad
this weekend.

Paine was called up and set
to bat in Tasmania’s one-day
match against Western
Australia on Friday, giving him
a chance to play five consecu-
tive days of cricket after a 
low-key return via the state’s
second XI.

But Cricket Tasmania (CT)
said Friday that Paine would
not take his spot in the side.

“Following discussions
over the last 24 hours, Tim
Paine has advised Cricket
Tasmania that he will be taking
a leave of absence from all

forms of cricket for the
foreseeable future,” CT
said in a statement. 

“Cricket Tasmania will
continue to support Tim
and his family both profes-
sionally and personally
over the summer.” 

Likely wicketkeeper
replacements for Paine in

the test side are Alex Carey
or Josh Inglis.
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Their campaign might be
back on track following a

massive win over lowly
Canada, but defending cham-
pions India are still not out of
the woods and would need to
beat Poland in their final Pool
B match to qualify for the
quarterfinals of the FIH Men’s
Junior Hockey World Cup here
on Saturday.

The Indians, one of the
pre-tournament favourites,
were given a rude shock in their
opener when France stunned
them 5-4.

The defeat dealt a massive
blow to India’s campaign and
put paid to their hopes of top-
ping their pool.

With one win and a defeat,
India are currently placed sec-
ond in Pool B ahead of Poland
on goal difference. France, who
have a perfect record till now,
are set to top the pool. This

means that in 

the quarterfinals, India face
the prospect of running into
European giants and top seed
Belgium, who are likely top
Pool A.

Given the scenario, com-
placency has no place in the
Indian scheme of things if they
wish to defend their title.

The Indians were slow to
get off the blocks in the tour-
nament and lacked intent and
purpose against France, leading
to their loss.

But against Canada on
Thursday, the hosts roared
back and looked more organ-
ised. From here on, India will
need to win every match to
reclaim the title, a fact which
chief coach Graham Reid is
well aware of.

“...But we can’t do anything
about that now (loss against
France).  If we have to win
back-to-back titles, we will
have to beat every team
henceforth,” Reid had
said.
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Legendary former India cap-
tain Kapil Dev on Friday

asked whether Hardik Pandya
can be called an all-rounder
given that he has not been
bowling as much as the role
demands.

A vital cog in India’s
scheme of things in white-ball
cricket, the flamboyant Pandya
bowled in just two matches in
the recent T20 World Cup
where India went out in the
group stage itself.  

He is also under fire for not
revealing the extent of his sev-
eral fitness issues and was
dropped from the home T20
series against New Zealand,
which India won 3-0.

“He has to do both the jobs
to be considered an all-rounder.
He is not bowling so can we call
him all-rounder? Let him bowl,
he has come out from the
injury,” Kapil said at the Royal
Calcutta Golf Course here.
“He is an extremely important
batter to the country, for
bowling he has to play a lot
more matches, perform and
bowl and then we will say,”
added India’s first
World Cup-winning
c a p -
t a i n .
K a p i l

also predicted that Rahul
Dravid the coach will be a big-
ger success than the immense-
ly accomplished Dravid the
cricketer.

Dravid began his new
innings as the Indian team’s
head coach in the ongoing
series against New Zealand, a
post he has been given till the
2023 ODI World Cup in India.

“He’s a good man, a good
cricketer. He will do a better job
as a coach than as a cricketer
because in cricket nobody has
done better than him. I’m just
keeping my fingers crossed,”
Kapil said.  Dravid earlier

served as the head of
National Cricket Academy
and was also the coach of
India’s Under-19 and A

teams, nurturing sever-
al young talents who

went on to repre-
sent the country
with distinc-
tion.
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Pakistan bowlers used some variety to take four
wickets in the first session of the first test against

Bangladesh on Friday, leaving the home side in trou-
ble at lunch.   Fast bowlers Shaheen Afridi and Hasan
Ali, medium pacer Faheem Ashraf and offspinner
Sajid Khan shared the four wickets to leave Bangladesh
at 69-4 after Bangladesh captain Mominul Haque
opted to bat first after winning the toss.

Liton Das was batting on 11 with Mushfiqur
Rahim on 5 at the break.

Saif Hasan hit Ali for two boundaries in the sec-
ond over to give a hint of a good start for Bangladesh.

But his opening partner Shadman Islam strug-
gled against Afridi, who moved the ball well, but Saif
grew with confidence, driving the left arm pacer
through mid-off for four. 

Afridi broke through in the next delivery when
Saif fended a short delivery to short leg for 14. 

Shadman also fell for 14, as Hasan had him leg-
before after leaking runs in his opening spell.

Khan gave the side a big breakthrough when he
reviewed successfully to dismiss captain Mominul
Haque for 6. Najmul Shanto then followed him, giv-
ing a straight catch to point for 14 as Bangladesh crum-
bled under pressure.
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The Indian women’s football
team scored one goal and

kept mighty Brazil at bay till
late in the first half but even-
tually lost 1-6 in its first match
of the four-nation internation-
al tournament here on Friday.

Manisha Kalyan equalised
in the eighth minute for India
after Debora Oliveira had put
the 2007 World Cup runners-
up in the lead in the very first
minute of the match.

Giovana Costa put Brazil
in the lead again in the 36th
minute to give the home side
the advantage at the breather.
Brazil, however, pumped in
four more goals in the second
half through Ariadina Borges
(52nd and 81st), Kerolin Ferraz
(54th) and Geyse Ferreira
(76th) to win the match with a
tennis-like scoreline. The
match marked the interna-
tional retirement of legendary
mid-fielder Formiga at 43 year
of age after playing 26 years and
233 games forBrazil. She came
as a substitute with barely 15
minutes left in Friday’s 

match at  Arena da
Amazonia. Nicknamed the
“ant” for her playing style,
Brazil’s most-capped player
Formiga played in seven World
Cups and as many Olympics,
after women’s football was
added in the 1996 Games.

She was part of the 1999
World Cup bronze-winning
Brazil team and the 2007 World
Cup silver medal winning side.
She has also won two 
Olympic silver medals, in 2004
and 2008.

Ranked seventh in the
world as against 57th of India,
Brazil expectedly were the far
dominant side with more than
70 per cent ball possession. 

Manisha’s lone goal and
goalkeeper Aditi Chauhan’s
strong performance were the
bright spots for India.

Brazil got off to a flying
start and took the lead in the
first minute itself. Defender
Daiana’s long ball from the back
found skipper Debinha whose
initial effort was saved by Aditi
Chauhan but the Indian custo-
dian could do nothing about
the rebound.
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Celtic’s chances of progress in the
Europa League were ended by a

late Bayer Leverkusen rally to lose 3-
2 in Germany on Thursday as Real
Betis, Lazio and Galatasaray secured
their places in the knockout stages.

Leverkusen had already qualified
but made sure of top spot in Group
G and a place in the last 16 thanks to
two goals in the final eight minutes at
the Bay Arena.

Robert Andrich headed the hosts
in front before Josip Juranovic
equalised from the penalty spot.

Jota’s sweet strike 11 minutes
into the second half had Celtic on
course for their first ever win on
German soil. But Andrich smashed
home his second of the game between
Joe Hart’s legs before Moussa Diaby
beat the former England internation-
al from the edge of the box. Celtic are

assured of dropping into the Europa
Conference League in the new year,
but cannot now catch Betis, who beat
Ferencvaros 2-0 to guarantee second
in the group. Lazio and Galatasaray
will face off in two weeks’ time for top
spot in Group E after securing qual-
ification in style.

The Italians were 3-0 winners over
Lokomotiv Moscow, who are set to
lose head of sports and development
Ralf Rangnick to Manchester United
according to reports.

Ciro Immobile scored two second
half penalties before Pedro Rodriguez
rounded off the scoring.Galatasaray
hold a three-point lead at the top of
the group after ending Marseille’s
chances of progress in a 4-2 thriller in
Istanbul. West Ham’s fine return to
European football continued with a 2-
0 win over Rapid Vienna despite
David Moyes naming a much-
changed line-up.
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DelhiHockey India on Friday
named the 20-member

Indian Men’s Hockey Team for
the upcoming Hero Men’s Asian
Champions Trophy which is
scheduled to be held between
December 14– 22, 2021.
Defending Champions India
begin their campaign on the
opening day against Korea (Dec
14).

In this edition, they will
battle it out against Korea,
Japan (Dec 19), Malaysia (Dec
18), Pakistan (Dec 17) and
hosts Bangladesh (Dec 15) in
the single-pool tournament for
top honours.  

The Semi Finals will be
played on 21 December fol-
lowed by the Final on 22
December.

The Indian team will see
Manpreet Singh captain the
side along with Harmanpreet
Singh who will be his deputy.

The team includes goal-
keepers Krishan B Pathak and
Suraj Karkera. India’s defence
will see Harmanpreet Singh
lead the charge along with
Gurinder Singh, Jarmanpreet
Singh, Nilam Sanjeep Xess,
Dipsan Tirkey, Varun Kumar
and Mandeep Mor.

With this line-up India will
have four options 
for dragflick. 
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Shreyas Iyer on Friday
became the 16th 

Indian batter to make a hun-
dred on his Test debut, joining
an illustrious list which
includes the legendary Lala
Amarnath, Gundappa
Viswanath, and BCCI 
president Sourav Ganguly
among others.

The elegant right-hander,
who hails from Mumbai’s Worli
area, achieved the feat in the
ongoing first Test against New
Zealand on the second day of

the match at the Green Park
Stadium here. Iyer scored 105
off 171 balls, striking 13 fours
and a couple of sixes during his
brilliant effort. 

He was dismissed by Tim
Southee. He became the second
batter after Viswanath to score
a hundred on his Test debut at
Kanpur. 

The 26-year-old is also the
third Indian to score a 
hundred on debut against 
New Zealand. 

Arjan Kripal Singh, who
achieved the feat in 1955, and
Surinder Amarnath, who

scored a hundred against the
Black Caps on his debut in
1976, are the other two Indians

to have achieved the same.  
Iyer is also the third

Mumbai player after Rohit

Sharma and Prithvi 
Shaw to slam a hundred on Test
debut.
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Indian team
announced for Asian
Champions Trophy
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