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In view of the emerging threat
from the new variant of the

coronavirus, the resumption of
scheduled international flights
could be delayed. The Centre on
Sunday said it would take a deci-
sion after reviewing the evolv-
ing global scenario as well as the
Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) on testing and surveil-
lance of incoming passengers,
especially from countries iden-
tified as ‘at risk’. The interna-
tional flight operations were to
resume from December 15.

Alert to the looming threat
from Omicron, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai and
Jharkhand Health Minister
Banna Gupta have urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to not
allow flights from the countries
affected by the new variant.

At the same time, States
have begun to tighten curbs

again and urgently trace people
who arrived from abroad espe-
cially those coming from ‘at risk’
nations. Several countries have
already temporarily suspended 
flights to southern African
nations.

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla on Sunday held an
urgent meeting with all stake-
holders to discuss the spread of
the new variant of the Covid-
19 strain Omicron. The meet-
ing decided that the Ministry
of Home Affair would take a

decision on the date of 
resumption of scheduled com-
mercial international passenger
service.

Dr VK Paul, Member
(Health), NITI Aayog, Dr Vijay
Raghavan, Principal Scientific
Adviser to Prime Minister, and
senior officers from Health,
Civil Aviation and other
Ministries were present in the
meeting. The meeting was held
a day after a high-level review
by Modi on the new variant of 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday skipped an all-party meet-

ing called by his Government, a day
before the start of the Winter Session
of Parliament. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) staged walk-out and the
Congress-led Opposition demanded a
law for the Minimum Support Price
(MSP), compensation for the families
of ‘martyred’ farmers and a discussion
on fuel prices and inflation.

The violence in Tripura, the Pegasus
spying controversy and the safeguards
to prevent a potential third Covid-19
wave are on the Opposition’s agenda for
the Winter Session of Parliament. The
session comes barely a few months
before the crucial Assembly polls to the
five States of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa, Manipur — ruled by
the BJP — and Punjab run by 
the Congress.

The Government is looking for a
smooth session of Parliament after it
‘bowed-down’ to farmers’ demands to

scrap the controversial farm laws.
In addition to the withdrawal of the

three farm laws and the Cryptocurrency
Bill on the first day itself, the
Government has listed as many as 26
Bills for introduction in Parliament dur-
ing the Winter Session, which is set to
take place from November 29.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal were
present from the Government’s side in
the meeting.

The Opposition leaders present at
the meet included Mallikarjun Kharge, 
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The differences in Opposition ranks, name-
ly between the Congress and the TMC —

after the poaching of leaders by the latter from
the grand old party — came to the fore on
Sunday with the TMC saying it was “disinter-
ested” in coordinating with the Congress dur-
ing the forthcoming Winter Session of
Parliament. The TMC has decided not to
attend the meeting of Opposition floor leaders
called by the Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge of the Congress on November 29 ahead
of Parliament’s Winter Session. At the same time,
Mamata Banerjee’s party maintained that it
would cooperate with other Opposition camps
on various issues concerning people’s interests.

“I think all the Opposition parties should come
to the meeting on Monday to create a consensus
over the issues to be raised in Parliament. The issues
that are on priority shall be discussed in the meet-
ing,” Kharge said reacting to the TMC’s stand.

Continued on Page 11
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New Delhi: The Government
on Sunday said global passen-
gers must submit 14 days’ trav-
el history and upload negative
Covid test results. Travellers
from countries deemed “at-
risk” will also undergo a
mandatory 7-day home quar-
antine if they test negative, the
Union Health Ministry said

Continued on Page 11
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Asserting that Uttar Pradesh
(UP) would maintain

‘transparency’ and ‘fairness’ in
recruitments, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
announced to invoke the
Gangster Act and National
Security Act (NSA) against
those involved in the UP TET-
2021 paper-leak. The paper
was cancelled within minutes
after it was leaked through
WhatsApp on Sunday.

“Those who are involved in
this misdeed must know that a
case is being registered against
them under the Gangster Act
and their property will be con-
fiscated along with imposition
of National Security Act,” said
the CM while addressing a
public gathering in Deoria.
Sending a warning to all those
who tend to vitiate the trans-
parent recruitment process,
Yogi asserted: “If someone is
trying to play with the life of
the youth, then he should be
aware of the consequences. Be
it a job or any test, utmost
transparency must be main-
tained. The current
Government has given jobs to
more than 4.5 lakh youths in
UP with full transparency and
the process will be continued
further.”

In a statement issued here
on Sunday night , the UP gov-
ernment said 29 people have
been arrested in this connec-
tion while Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said he will invoke

the National Security Act and
Gangster Act against the cul-
prits. Of the 29 arrests, 16 were
made from Prayagraj, the gov-
ernment statement said.

Those arrested in Prayagraj
include Satya Prakash Singh, an
assistant teacher at a primary
school in the city’s Shankargarh
area.

When searched, he was
found to have the solved ques-
tion paper in his WhatsApp.
Rajendra Patel — the alleged
mastermind of the whole oper-
ation — and Chaturbhuj Singh,
one of the key players, were also
among those arrested from
Prayagraj, according to the
statement.

Besides, police arrested
other members of the gang,
including one Sunny Singh,
who was instrumental in sourc-

ing solvers from Bihar, the
statement said.

Four persons were arrest-
ed from Lucknow district and
one each from Kaushambi,
Ayodhya, and Ambedkarnagar.

Three persons were arrest-
ed from Shamli district. These
three had procured 10 copies of
the question paper for Rs 5 lakh
and had taken Rs 50,000 from
50-60 candidates each to give
them access to the papers for
reading and memorising.

Search is on for the rest of
the members of the gang, the
government said.

“A question paper was
leaked. I issued an order to can-
cel the examination and arrest
the entire racket. Instructions
were also given to conduct the
exam within a month, and
that no candidate should be

charged additional fee,”
Adityanath said addressing a
function in Deoria district on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, the CM also
assured that the exam will be
re-conducted in a transparent
manner within a month. No
extra fee will be taken from any
examinee and the Government
will arrange for their free
movement through UPSRTC
buses. The Government has
also made it clear that the
examinees will not have to fill
any forms and submit applica-
tion fees.

Uttar Pradesh Additional
Director General of Police
(ADG), Law and Order,
Prashant Kumar said. The
exam, scheduled to be held on
Sunday, was cancelled as
reports of paper leaks in
Mathura, Ghaziabad, Meerut
and Bulandshahr came in
before the exam started. “A few
photocopies of the question
papers were found from those
arrested. The STF will probe
the case and take action against
those found guilty,” Kumar
asserted. The exact date of the
fresh UPTET exam will be
notified in due course of time
by the Uttar Pradesh Basic
Education Board (UPBEB),
informed ACS UPBEB, Deepak
Kumar.

As many as 19,99,418 can-
didates had registered for the
UPTET 2021 exam which was
scheduled to be conducted at
several exam centres across 75
districts of UP. 
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Underlining the grave threat
emerging from the new

Omicron variant of the coron-
avirus, AIIMS Director Dr
Randeep Guleria has said the
effectiveness of the vaccines
against the new mutant will
have to be critically examined
since the variant has reported-
ly got over 30 mutations in the
spike protein, giving it the
potential to develop a immu-
noescape mechanism.

The presence of spike pro-
tein facilitates a virus’ entry into
the host cell and is responsible
for making it transmissible
and causing infection.

“The new variant of the
coronavirus reportedly has got
more than 30 mutations at the
spike protein region and, there-
fore, has the potential of devel-
oping immunoescape mecha-
nisms. As most vaccines (work
by) forming antibodies against

the spike protein, so many
mutations at the spike protein
region may lead to a decreased
efficacy of Covid-19 vaccines,”
Dr Guleria said.

In such a scenario, the effi-
cacy of vaccines, including
those in use in India, needs to
be evaluated “critically”, he said.

The future course of action

will depend on what more
data on its transmissibility, vir-
ulence and immunoescape
shows, he said.

The Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomic Consortia INSACOG
is closely tracking the new
variant of Covid-19 called
B.1.1.529 and its presence has
not been detected yet in the
country, officials have said.

Dr Guleria emphasised the
need to be very vigilant and
having an aggressive surveil-
lance both for international
travellers and in the region
where there is a sudden increase
in the number of cases.

“Also, we must ask everyone
to religiously follow Covid-
appropriate behaviour and not
let their guards down. Also, it
has to be ensured that people get
both the doses of the vaccine and
those who have not yet taken the
jab are encouraged to come
forward to take it,” he said. The 
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Tripura’s ruling BJP pul-
verised Mamata Banerjee’s

TMC and the Left on Sunday,
capturing with surprising ease
the Agartala Municipal
Corporation and 13 other civic
bodies where it now has 329 of
the 334 seats.

Contesting its first civic
polls after it stormed to power
in the northeastern State in
2018, the saffron party steam-
rollered a feeble challenge from
the Opposition after a vitriol-
filled campaign marked by
communal tension, clashes and
court battles that forced the
Supreme Court to intervene
and order peaceful polls.

Not a single Opposition
candidate could win from any
ward of the 51-member
Agartala Municipal
Corporation all of which went
to the BJP.

The saffron party’s domi-
nation was so complete that it

Continued on Page 11
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Lucknow (PNS): A youth was killed in a road mishap in

Gomtinagar police station area on Sunday morning. The victim
was identified as Arvind Rawat (21) of Vishal Khand. As per
reports, Arvind was going towards Ambedkar crossing by a bike.
When he reached Vipulam crossing, a speeding car hit his bike
from behind around 10:50 am on Sunday. 

He sustained grievous injuries and was rushed to RML hos-
pital where he was declared brought dead. His mother Sunita said
some of the commuters noted down the registration number of
the car and gave it to police. A case was registered in this con-
nection.

1$
'���.�.
A man was found hanging at his house in Sarojininagar

police station area on Sunday. The deceased was identified as
Chandan Sahu (36) of Badali Kheda locality in the area. He was
a tempo driver. Reports said that as Chandan did not wake
up on Sunday morning, his family members found the door
of his room bolted from inside. Later, he was found
hanging,” Chandan’s cousin Jeewat Sahu said. Preliminary
probe revealed that Chandan was staying all alone these days after
his wife had gone to his in-laws’ house in Bihar. It was not clear
why he ended his life as no suicide note was recovered from the
place.
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Opposition parties on Sunday launched
a scathing attack on the Bharatiya

Janata Party-led Uttar Pradesh government
after the Uttar Pradesh Teacher Eligibility
Test (UPTET-2021) was cancelled over
paper leak.

Making a direct attack on the Yogi gov-
ernment, Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra alleged that corruption in recruitment
has become the identity of the BJP govern-
ment.

“Corruption in recruitment and paper
leak has become the identity of the BJP gov-
ernment. Today, the hard work of lakhs of
youths was ruined due to UPTET paper
leak,” Priyanka said in a tweet in Hindi.

“Every time a paper is leaked, Yogi
Adityanath ji's government saves the big fish-
es involved in corruption, that is why cor-
ruption is at its peak,” the Congress gener-
al secretary said.

Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh
Yadav said, “The cancellation of UPTET-
2021 over paper leak is an effort to play with
the future of 20 lakh unemployed youths.
Paper leaks, cancellation of exams and
results are common in the BJP government.”

“UP is at the peak of educational corrup-
tion. There will be revolution for the unem-
ployed and  there will be a change in 2022,”
he said another tweet

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) president
Mayawati, in her tweet said, “The cancella-
tion of today's Uttar Pradesh Teacher
Eligibility Test (UPTET) for the recruitment
of teachers in UP due to paper leak is a very
serious matter in the BJP government
regime, just as copying was common in the
SP government. It is not appropriate to play
with the future of about 20 lakh youths.”

“The UP government should take this
latest incident very seriously and get a high-
level inquiry done at the earliest and ensure
strict legal punishment to the culprits.

They should also ensure a solid system to
conduct this examination as soon as possi-
ble as this is the demand of BSP,” she added.

State secretary of  the Communist Party
of India (CPI), Dr Girish expressed concern
over the UPTET paper leak and held CM
Yogi Aditynath responsible for it.

He said the paper leak was a big blow
to the meritorious students. “The BJP
claimed to be conducting exams in a trans-
parent manner and also boasted of taking
strict measures against those involved in cor-
rupt practices. But the BJP is so engrossed
in garnering votes in the coming assembly
elections that scams are taking place one after
another at present,” he said. He added that
people were passing through tough times
while the UP CM was busy only in issuing
instructions. He said they demanded stern
punishment for the culprits and Rs 50,000
compensation to each UPTET candidate.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will unveil the Kashi

Vishwanath corridor in
Varanasi during a two-day visit
to his Lok Sabha constituency
on December 13 and 14. Before
that, he is also expected to visit
Gorakhpur on December 7 to
inaugurate AIIMS, nine hi-
tech ICMR laboratories at BRD
Medical College, and a fertilis-
er plant. The fertiliser plant,
once operated by a central
PSU, was closed for the last
three decades.

On December 13, Modi
will be inaugurating his dream
project, ‘Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Dham’, following which each
house in Varanasi will receive
‘prasad’ from the temple as also
a book on the project. Also, a
programme, ‘Bhavya Kashi
Divya Kashi’, will be organised
on both days of his visit.

Significantly, during the
2017 elections, Modi had cam-
paigned in Varanasi for three

days and attended different
programmes. This time too, he
will be taking part in more than

a dozen events during his visit.
He will attend a dialogue

programme with all the chief

ministers of BJP-ruled states as
well as with over 200 mayors.
The PM is also likely to address

a public meeting at the inaugu-
ration of the Kashi Vishwanath
corridor. He may also visit

Sewapuri, the country’s first
model block. Along with this,
the PM is expected to interact
with farmers on “zero budget"
farming and inspect a newly-
constructed biogas plant in
Shahanshahpur.

In Gorakhpur, the fertilis-
er plant built by Hindustan
Fertilizers and Chemical Ltd
will produce 12.7 lakh metric
tonnes of neem-coated urea
annually. Large-scale produc-
tion of fertilisers could help
reduce the import of fertilisers.

The factory of Fertilizer
Corporation of India, estab-
lished in 1968 at Gorakhpur,
was closed after an accident in
1990. After that, no attempt
was made by the previous gov-
ernments to revive the fertilis-
er plant. After becoming an MP
from Gorakhpur in 1998, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
pushed for revival of the fertilis-
er plant or setting up of a new

plant. After becoming prime
minister in 2014, Narendra
Modi accorded priority to the
demand by Yogi Adityanath
and on July 22, 2016, he laid the
foundation stone of a new
plant.

After Adityanath became
the CM in March 2017, the
construction work of the new
fertiliser factory started. Under
this joint venture, about Rs
8,000 crore have been spent. A
special rubber dam has also
been built in the factory premis-
es at the cost of Rs 30 crore. The
installed production capacity of
this fertiliser plant is 3,850 MT
per day while the annual capac-
ity is 12.7 lakh MT. The fertilis-
er plant will ensure large-scale
supply of neem-coated urea in
eastern Uttar Pradesh as well as
in adjoining states and even in
Nepal. The trial production in
the plant will begin on
November 30.

Lucknow (PNS): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in his
monthly ‘Mann Ki Baat’ ses-
sion on Sunday, praised peo-
ple’s collective effort to rejuve-
nate Noon river here in Jalaun
district.  

“Noon river was on the
verge of extinction. The river
had virtually turned into a
drain, causing an irrigation cri-
sis in the area. It was then that
people made the resolution to
restore it. A committee was
formed in May this year and
thousands of villagers and
panchayats voluntarily joined
the mission to revitalise the
river. As a result, the river

stands restored today with
‘sabka prayas’ (collective
effort),” Modi said. “Noon
river has been rejuvenated in
very little time and at little cost
with people’s effort. It is a bril-
liant example of how people’s
will can do wonders. When we
protect nature, it also protects
us,” he added. Earlier on June
28 last year, Modi had lauded
the Uttar Pradesh government
for the rejuvenation  of Kalyani
river in Barabanki.

An official spokesman said
here on Sunday that the Yogi
Adityanath government has
revitalised dozens of rivers
since 2018 as part of its vision

to protect the environment. In
the financial year 2018-19, the
government rejuvenated six
rivers, including Aril,
Mandakini, Karnavati, Varuna,
Morva and Gomti, spanning
94.48 kilometres under MGN-
REGA scheme at the cost of Rs

442.68 lakh, he said.
Similarly, in the financial

year 2019-20, 19 rivers spread
over 26 districts and spanning
843.84 kilometres were
restored at the cost of Rs
3,523.34 lakh. The rivers
included Tedhi, Manorama,

Pandu, Varuna, Sasur Khaderi,
Sai, Gomti, Aril, Morwa,
Madankani, Tamsa, Nad,
Karnavati, Ban, Sot River, Kali
Purvi, Darhi, Ishan and Budhi
Ganga. As many as  698 ponds
and 216 drainage networks
were renovated while 33.36
lakh saplings were planted as
part of the river restoration
project in the year 2019-20.

Furthermore, in the finan-
cial year-2020-21, 25 rivers in
36 districts were restored at the
cost of Rs 6,706.60 lakh. They
include Tedhi, Manorama,
Pandu, Varuna,  Sasur
Khadedi, Sai, Gomti, Aril,
Morwa, Madankani, Tamsa,

Nad, Karnavati, Ban, Sot, Kali
Purvi, Darhi, Ishan, Budhi
Ganga,  Kunwar, Kayani,
Belan, Sirsa, Kivad and Utgan.

The restoration work was
carried out on a total of
1,410.81 kms, including 919
ponds, 664 drainage networks,
while 22.60 lakh saplings were
planted. A total of 29.17 lakh
man days were also created.

Meanwhile, Yogi thanked
the prime minister for his
continuous support. “It is
because of his support that the
double-engine government of
UP has been executing public
welfare and development
schemes so effectively,” he said.
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Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD), an
ally of the Samajwadi party

has ‘identified’ 32 assembly seats
in western Uttar Pradesh for the
2022 Uttar Pradesh elections.

RLD’s state unit chief Masood
Ahmad said that as of now, 32
seats of western UP have been
identified from where its candi-
dates would be contesting. The
seats on which RLD wants to field
its candidates are spread across
Saharanpur, Shamli, Bulandshahr,
Hathras, Muzaffarnagar, Aligarh,
Moradabad, Meerut, and
Mathura, Agra, and Amroha dis-
tricts.

The RLD leader said that the
number of seats on which the
party will contest in UP elections
2022 is likely to go up further.
Ahmad said that RLD workers
want Jayant Singh to contest the
UP assembly elections.

In an attempt to gain the sym-
pathy of the protesting farmers
and the aggrieved families who
lost their loved ones during the
agitation against the three farm
laws, the RLD leader said if kin of
the deceased farmers are willing
to contest on RLD tickets, the
party will take a decision based on
the winnability factor. He, how-
ever, made it clear that if the RLD-
SP alliance wins the UP elections,

Akhilesh Yadav would be the
chief minister. Asked whether
Jayant Chaudhary will become the
deputy chief minister if the SP-
RLD alliance wins, Ahmad said,
“I don’t know whether Jayant
Chaudhary will contest or not.
Almost three months ago when I
asked him if he would contest the
2022 UP assembly elections, he
had said ‘no’. But in politics,
things change fast.”

The RLD and the SP are yet
to announce a seat-sharing
arrangement for the 2022 UP
elections.  Both the parties are
likely to organise a joint rally at
Meerut on December 7 to formal-
ly announce their alliance.

33�
������
�������
�������
���������
��������

Lucknow (PNS): Workers and leaders of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Sunday staged demonstration across Uttar Pradesh to
raise their voice against the incident in which four members of
a Dalit family were axed to death in Phaphamau, Prayagraj. One
of them, a girl, was also gangraped.

In Lucknow, the demonstration was led by AAP state pres-
ident (women’s wing), Neelam Yadav. Police had a tough time
controlling the protesters who tried to breach the security cor-
dons at several places in the city in a bid to march towards Vidhan
Bhawan.

Later, the police detained the protesters following a scuffle
and took them to Eco Garden Park in Alambagh. The AAP work-
ers raised slogans and alleged that the BJP government promot-
ed casteism and gave a free hand to goons.

Speaking on the occasion, Neelam Yadav said protests were
observed across the state, and the workers and leaders vented
their anger at the poor law and order situation in UP.

She demanded a speedy probe into the incident and
demanded security for the kin of the victims.

���� �
 .�*�

The 73rd NCC Day was celebrat-
ed with enthusiasm and fervour

on Sunday by Uttar Pradesh NCC
Directorate in Lucknow. Various
programmes were organised at
Kunwar's Global School.

Additional Director General,
Uttar Pradesh NCC Directorate,
Major General Rakesh Rana was pre-
sent on the occasion as the chief
guest. General manager of Dayal
Group of Companies Rajesh Singh
was the guest of honour. 

The celebrations began with an
engaging cultural programme in
which the NCC cadets enthralled the
audience with their dance and music
performances. Earlier, Major General
Rakesh Rana was given a guard of
honour by the NCC cadets on his

arrival at the ceremony and was wel-
comed with a bouquet of flowers.

The NCC cadets who performed
well in different fields and person-
nel and officers associated with
NCC were honoured with the
Chief Minister’s gold and silver
medals and NCC Director General’s
citations.

In his address, Major General
Rakesh Rana said NCC has been
fully committed to shaping the bright
future of youths in nation building.
“It has been the endeavour of NCC
to progressively develop qualities like
character building, discipline, lead-
ership spirit etc in the youth of the
country,” he said. Major General
Rana briefed the gathering about var-
ious activities and achievements of
NCC, including initiatives during the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

He said NCC was started in the
year 1948 with the aim of inculcat-
ing the spirit of unity and discipline
in the youth.

Major General Rana also
released the NCC Cadet Journal-
2021. Skeet shooting, including mod-
els of military weapons and equip-
ment, was showcased during the cer-
emony. 

Brigadier Ravi Kapoor,
Commander, Lucknow NCC Group
Headquarters, Col Dinesh Kannojia,
Commanding Officer of 19 UP NCC
Girls Battalion, senior officers of
NCC Directorate and commanding
officers of other NCC battalions,
civilian guests and a large number of
NCC cadets were present on the
occasion. 

The celebrations ended with a
rendition of the NCC song.
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Following a stiff protest by students of Rajkiya
Ashram Paddhati Girls’ School where 18 students

had fallen sick after consuming food supplied by a
private firm late Saturday night, a case was registered
on instructions of District Magistrate Abhishek
Prakash on Sunday. The complaint was lodged by
principal Vandna Trivedi. The school is located on
Mohan road and run by the Social Welfare depart-
ment. In her complaint, the principal said that the
directorate had tasked Krishna Enterprises, Indralok
Colony, with providing food to the students. She
alleged that the firm provided impure and rotten food
due to which 18 girl students fell sick and were hos-
pitalised. “The girls complaints of nausea and pain
soon in the stomach after consuming the food,” she
said. The principal said the college collected a meal

to show that it was of low quality. “The firm was
reminded of the supply of low-quality food on sev-
eral occasions and the social welfare officer had also
written warning letters to the firm in February and
August in 2019,” she recalled. The principal asked
the police to send the food samples for a lab test.
Meanwhile, the firm in question was removed with
immediate effect and arrangements for food supply
were ensured on Sunday. The DM directed officials
concerned to register a case against the firm. Also,
an action was recommended against the staff and offi-
cials tasked with checking food quality on a daily
basis. A letter to this effect has been sent to the direc-
tor of the Social Welfare department. The department
has sought an explanation from the principal. The
guard deployed at the school is also under scanner
and the district youth welfare officer has been asked
to initiate action in this regard.

��
��
�����
4����
5���#�����
��������
��
.�������

�3��
40
!33*

)(���!���=�������$���##��?������!$�����������$������/���!�

������	��$(�)����

��
���
����������*�����

@ *++
)&	*��	�
+� +
	&(��&�����)�)�+
���.������� *(��&��
	���&	&;�*:�&����/)
1*<�+�(��&-�&*��;'�&��
��+���*+.�*:���.���*:
;*
&�������+
	�����
�
&*�
)&�&�)�)�+����.A

Mathura (PTI): The Mathura
district administration has imposed
prohibitory orders under CrPC sec-
tion 144 following an announcement
by the Akhil Bharat Hindu
Mahasabha that it will install a Lord
Krishna idol at the deity's "actual
birthplace", which it claims is in a
mosque close to a prominent tem-
ple here.

"Nobody will be allowed to dis-
turb the peace and tranquillity in
Mathura," District Magistrate
Navneet Singh Chahal said.

The clampdown comes even as
another right wing organisation,
the Narayani Sena, has said it will
take out a march from Vishram Ghat
to Sri Krishna Janmasthan, demand-

ing the "removal" of the mosque.
Section 144 of the CrPC pro-

hibits the assembly of four or more
people in an area.

Police said they have detained
Narayani Sena secretary Amit
Mishra in Mathura Kotwali, while
the outfit claimed its national pres-
ident Manish Yadav has been
detained in Lucknow.

Chahal said he, along with
Senior Superintendent of Police
Gaurav Grover, reviewed the secu-
rity around both the religious places,
the Katra Keshav Dev temple and the
Shahi Idgah.

He said the Mahasabha had
requested permission to install the
idol at the mosque but it was turned

down. Question of granting permis-
sion to any event that may potential-
ly disrupt peace does not arise,
Chahal added.

Hindu Mahasabha leader
Rajyashri Choudhary had earlier said
her organisation will install the idol
of Lord Krishna in the Shahi Idgah
after a "maha jalabhishek" to "puri-
fy" the place on December 6.

The date marks the demolition
of the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, the
site of a temple-mosque dispute, in
1992. The Mahasabha's threat to per-
form the ritual inside the Shahi Idgah
comes at a time when the local courts
are hearing a series of petitions seek-
ing the "removal" of the 17th centu-
ry mosque.
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Over 81,000 candidates, who
were scheduled to appear

for UPTET-2021 in Lucknow
were left disappointed when the
exam was cancelled at 10:15 am
on Sunday following reports of
paper leak. Approximately 21
lakh candidates were sched-
uled to take the exam across the
state.

Basic Education Minister
Satish Dwivedi said that the
papers of both shifts  were can-
celled because they had received
information regarding paper
leak. “The examinations will be
held after a month and no
additional fee will be taken
from the candidates. An FIR has
been lodged and the probe is
being handed to the STF,” he
said. When the exam was can-
celled, question papers had
already been distributed and the
candidates had started writing
at their respective centres.
Teachers Eligibility Test (TET)
is held for candidates who are
aspiring to teach students of
classes 1-8. Clearing this exam
is mandatory for all those who
want to become primary school
teachers.

District Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash said new
dates would be announced soon

and the candidates were
informed about it by the officers
present there. The ADM,
Administration, said soon after
the exam was cancelled, mes-
sages were posted on the official
WhatsApp groups and the
DIoS, his team and static mag-
istrates were informed.

DIoS Amar Kant Singh said
that the exam was scheduled to
be held at 99 centres in
Lucknow and 81,000 were slat-
ed to appear for it. “We received
the information when the first
shift was about to begin. As
many as 49,000 candidates were
slated to appear for the exam in
the first shift in Lucknow while
the remaining in the second

shift,” he said.  
On whether there was any

untoward incident due to the
cancellation, he said no such
incident was reported from
anywhere. However, many stu-
dents expressed disappoint-
ment. The DIoS said that cur-
rently there are over 2500 basic
education schools in the district.
The exams are held twice every
year but because of corona, it
was going to be held after a gap.

UPSRTC officials said that
following the tweet by CM Yogi
Adityanath, the candidates
would be allowed to travel free
of cost from their districts to the
respective exam centres when
fresh dates were announced.
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Scaling up preventive mea-
sures amidst the surge in

Covid due to the new coron-
avirus variant ‘Omicron’ detect-
ed in countries like Botswana,
South Africa and Hong Kong,
the Uttar Pradesh government,
as per the guidelines of the
Centre, has intensified screen-
ing and strengthened surveil-
lance at the airports.

To guard against the new
variant of SARS CoV2
(B.1.1.529), which has been
classified as a ‘variant of con-
cern’ by the WHO, the state
government has taken prompt
action by putting the health
teams in all the 75 districts on
alert. “UP has been maintain-
ing control over the Covid sit-
uation fairly well. While there
is no situation at present which
warrants panic or worry, our
citizens should be more mind-
ful about maintaining all uni-
versal precautions against
Covid — masking up, physical
distancing and avoiding
crowds,” a government official.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has already asked
the officials to make special
efforts to improve surveillance
with a focus on airports to
ensure that the situation
remains normal, State
Surveillance Officer Vikasendu
Agarwal said that a meeting has
been held with DSOs, CMOs,

DIOs and health experts of 75
districts of the state. Guidelines
have been issued by the state
government to ensure thor-
ough screening of travellers
who have returned from

abroad in the last 14 days.
The state government has

directed the officials to main-
tain a strict vigil on foreigners
coming in large numbers to
Agra, Prayagraj, Varanasi,

Lucknow and Kanpur. The
officers are constantly in touch
with the districts regarding
this. Along with this, a list of
people who have been fully
vaccinated has also been

sought. Former head of
KGMU’s department of
Pulmonary Medicine and
chairman of the department of
Pulmonary Medicine, ERA’s
Medical College, Prof Rajendra
Prasad said the state govern-
ment is geared up for the new
challenges with special empha-
sis on improving health infra-
structure. In a short span, the
government has equipped the
state with health facilities by
setting up new oxygen plants,
new medical colleges, increas-
ing the number of beds,
recruiting doctors and
strengthening CHCs and 
PHCs in view of any future
challenges.

Meanwhile, of the 1,46,396
samples tested in UP the last 24
hours, only nine tested positive
for Covid-19, as a result of
which the test positivity rate
(TPR) slumped to 0.01 percent
in the state. In the same peri-
od, nine patients recovered
from the infection. The active
cases have drastically reduced
from a high of 3,10,783 in April
to 83 now.

Besides, over 15.90 crore
vaccine doses have been
administered in the state so far.
The pace of vaccination has
made UP the top state with the
largest population in the coun-
try. On the other hand,
Maharashtra lags behind with
only 11.18 crore doses given 
so far.
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The Health department will
be releasing detailed guide-

lines for the international trav-
ellers shortly in view of the
Omicron variant of coron-
avirus. Director General,
Medical and Health Services,
Ved Vrat Singh said the state
government was in consulta-
tion with the Centre for the
purpose.

He said the guidelines
would be released on what
would be the premises to enter
the state for international trav-
ellers. Aspects like vaccination,
RT-PCR tests and quarantine
period etc will be taken up and
the guidelines will be released
either on Monday or Tuesday.

“Discussions are on with
the Central government
because the main guidelines
have to be issued by them. We
will release out guidelines in
accordance with them,” he

said. He added that all the
details and addresses of the
international travellers would
be shared with CMOs and they
would be in touch with the 
visitors.

Singh said they have scaled
up testing in view of the
Omicron variant. “Our target
was 2 lakh tests per day but it
was going down, so we gave
instructions for the testing to
be increased in all the districts.
There is a fixed target for
each district,” he said.

Regarding the threat per-
ception of the new variant, he
said nothing could be said as
of now. “As we have seen in the
first and second waves, noth-
ing is predictable about coro-
navirus. However, now things
have changed and majority of
people have taken at least one
vaccine jab,” he added.

“Nobody knows much
about the new variant, how
will it spread, what will be its

infectivity and immune
response. International organ-
isations and WHO are study-
ing the variant,” he pointed out.

Meanwhile, DM Abhishek
Prakash called for an urgent
meeting at the Lucknow air-
port. He said the infection
through this variant started in
South African countries and
hence airports have to be the
focus areas to prevent the
spread of infection.

Nearly nine flights land at
the Lucknow airport daily
from Dubai, Sharjah, Abu
Dhabi, Muscat, Oman, Riyad,
Jeddah, Kuwait and Jordan,
bringing 1,800 international
travellers.

The DM issued instruc-
tions for free-of-cost RT-PCR
tests of all these passengers and
told the officials to ensure
that all the details are noted
down. He also said that the 15-
day travel history of these
people must also be noted.
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Chief Minister Adityanath Yogi will be naming
four tiger cubs during the Centenary Day cel-

ebrations of Lucknow zoo on Monday. Zoo direc-
tor RK Singh said these tiger cubs are ten months
old and were brought from Pilibhit.

“These cubs had been orphaned when their
mother was killed in an accident and were barely
10-15 days old when they were brought to the zoo.
When their mother died, the signs of tiger paws were
found around the cubs and a search was carried out
for them. The cubs were found after nine days but
they were still alive after which they were brought
to Lucknow zoo,” he said, adding that these are three
male and one female cubs. Yogi will also unveil the
‘Shatabdi Stambh’. A postal stamp will also be
released on the occasion and a ‘smarika’ will also be
released. All the former directors and keepers will
share their experiences.

A walkathon was organised on Sunday by
American Chambers of Commerce, which was inau-
gurated by Forest Minister Dara Singh Chauhan. The
6-km walkathon, which started from 1090 crossing,
witnessed the participation of 550 students holding
placards with ‘Save animals and adopt them’ writ-
ten on them along with forest officials.

Amongst the major attractions of Lucknow zoo
is the  recently set up Butterfly Park, which was inau-
gurated by Dara Singh Chauhan in 2018. The park
is on two acres and hosts plants of more than 80
species. “As there are different host plants for dif-
ferent types of butterflies, about 28 types of butter-
flies are presently seen in this park. Information
about butterflies is given through various hoardings
inside the park. Butterflies are the most important
component of the environment as they play the most
important role in pollination after bees, due to which
the yield of grains and fruits etc is increased. The
flowers are indicative of a healthy environment,” 
officials said.

Another attraction is the  Wildlife Hospital
which is equipped with modern facilities. “It has four
veterinary doctors. Out of these, the senior most
wildlife practitioners have been working for more
than 25 years. It has an  ultrasound, X-ray, pathol-
ogy, surgery room and 29 ventilated indoor wards
to keep rescued animals,” they said.
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Four students from the
Faculty of Engineering,

Lucknow University, were
selected in Wipro during a
campus placement. Lucknow
University spokesperson
Durgesh Srivastava said
Siddhartha Singh, Sumedha
Singh, Nikhil Agnihotri and
Rishabh Agarwal were recruit-
ed as project engineers by
Wipro Ltd on November 27.

“Earlier on November 21,
20 students were placed in the
same company. So far, 24 stu-
dents have been placed in
Wipro. The placement drive
was conducted under Dr
Himanshu Pandey from the
Faculty of Engineering and
Vice-Chancellor Prof AK Rai,”
Srivastava said.

Meanwhile, on  the occa-
sion of NCC Day, DGNCC
announced the award of DG
NCC commendation card for
the year 2021. This prestigious
award will be given to Capt
Kiran Lata Dangwal of 63 UP
BN NCC, University of
Lucknow, for her excellent and
commendable work in NCC. 

“She strikes a balance
between NCC and university
tasks intelligently. She is a
mentor and role model for
cadets. Due to her commitment
and motivation, her cadets
have been selected as an offi-
cer in the Indian Army, and
many cadets have also been
conferred prestigious medals,”
Srivastava said. 

He added that she also
conducted many
seminars/webinars at the uni-
versity and national level on
topics of national interests and
the same were attended by
NCC officers, academic lumi-
naries and cadets.
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Leafy vegetables are abun-
dant during winters. Also

known as saag, these were
once considered a poor
man’s staple diet, but as public
awareness grew, they became
more important to everyone
and are now consumed on a
regular basis for a healthy
lifestyle.

Many cold-loving leafy
vegetables were introduced and
demonstrated by ICAR-CISH
in Lucknow. Kashmiri haaq,
Srinagar bunching onion, cool
climate spinach, and more than
a dozen lettuce varieties were
evaluated.

CISH director Shailendra
Rajan said that SR Singh inves-
tigated the antioxidant and
nutritive value of lettuce vari-
eties.

“Many of these vegetables
were grown in hydroponics at
the institute. Leafy vegetables
were successfully grown for
rural farmer demonstrations.
Farmers were given the seeds of
these vegetables in order to

popularise them in rural areas.
Demonstration plots for rural
farmers have been established
at Rehmankhera. People come
to these demonstration plots to
learn how to grow these vegeta-
bles. Dr SR Singh of the insti-
tute is working to make these
vegetables more popular in
Lucknow,” the CISH director
said.

He pointed out that  leafy
vegetables have a lot of variety
in winters. 

“The market offers a wide
range of colours, from dark
green to red. They are more
appealing because they have a
variety of aromas and tastes.
Consumption of these
foods, which are high in
dietary fibre, aids digestion,” he
added.

However, he pointed out
that in summers and rainy
season, leafy vegetables are not
as safe as they are in winters.

“Because of the low tem-
perature, insect pests are unable
to attack in large numbers due
to their low population in the
field. As a result, these vegeta-

bles are safe until the first
week of April. The quality of
leafy vegetables is excellent
during the winters and one can
feel the difference between the
taste of spinach available dur-
ing the rainy season and that
during winter months. Spinach
is difficult to grow outside of
the winter months because the
leaves are damaged by insect
pests and the produce is not
suitable for good markets.
Pesticides are not used by
farmers to protect their crops
from insect pests,” he elaborat-
ed.

Rajan said that in addition
to being pesticide-free, the
crop is more nutritious
than crops grown in other sea-
sons.

“In winters, the slow
growth rate of leafy vegetables
gives them an excellent flavour.
These vegetables can be stored
for longer periods, as evi-
denced by the fact that cabbage
grown in the summer can be
stored for longer periods than
cabbage grown in winters,” he
added.
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Ateam led by Hazratganj
inspector Shyam Babu

Shukla claimed to have nabbed
a scamster, wanted in a multi-
crore scam in Lucknow, and
was on police radar for a long
time. The accused was identi-
fied as Abhay Kushwaha (44)
aka Nirmal Kushwaha of
Jankipuram. He was named in
36 cases of fraud and was also
wanted in a case registered in
Hazratganj.

In the Hazratganj case,
Naveen Gupta of Indiranagar
had accused Kuswaha of dup-
ing him of Rs 65 lakh on the
pretext of investment in prop-

erties. Gupta said Kushwaha
and his aides had taken money
from him to invest in a compa-
ny called Infinity World Infra
venture Private Ltd. Naveen
alleged that Kushwaha did not
give him the plot/shop as
promised, and also refused to
return the money.

The Hazratganj inspector
said he, along with a team, was
on patrol when an informer
tipped him off about
Kushwaha’s presence in
Rajajipuram. “We worked on
the lead and Kushwaha was
cornered near the railway
underpass in the area. He was
later apprehended by the police
team,” the inspector said.   

He said Kushwaha was
named in 35 cases of fraud reg-
istered at Vibhuti Khand police
station. “We arrested him from
the railway underpass under
Talkatora police station.
Kushwaha is bearing a cash
prize of Rs 25,000 in his name
in view of the number of crime
cases registered against him,” he
said.

Kushwaha said he and his
men made 10,000 gullible peo-
ple invest in ‘Hello Ride’ and
‘Infinity World Infra Venture
Private Ltd’ companies. He
said he pocketed Rs 61 crore
from the investors and never
returned anything to them.

Meanwhile, the Mall police

have failed to work out the
murder of father of a sub-
inspector even as three months
have elapsed. Now, the family
of the victim has written to the
UP chief minister, pleading
that the probe be assigned to
CB-CID. The incident had
taken place in Atari village of
Mall where Tej Narayan aka
Teja Maharaj was gunned
down in around midnight on
August 24. He was a wholesaler
of grains. The then SHO had
claimed that  Tej Narayan was
struck by lightning. Later,
senior officers had to intervene
to mollify the bereaved family.
The SHO in question was also
shunted.
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The three-day
International Cosplay
Competition, ‘Fantasm 2021’
organised by City Montessori
School, Rajendra Nagar
Campus I, came to a close on
Sunday. The winners of various
competitions were announced
in a scintillating educational-
cultural closing ceremony.
Student team of BCM Arya
School, Ludhiana, won the
Overall Championship while
Vidya Bharati Chinmaya
Vidyalaya, Jamshedpur,
ended up as the runner-up.
Students from schools of
Australia, USA, Russia,
Nepal, UAE and India partici-

pated in various competitions
in the three-day event. CMS,
Gomti Nagar Campus I, won
the first prize in La
Imaginacion (poster making)
while BCM Arya School,
Ludhiana, and CMS Gomti
Nagar Campus I, were declared
the joint winners in the
Super Actores (role play) com-
petition. 
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Lucknow Veterans defeat-

ed Unnao Veteran by 54 runs
in the opening match of the
23rd UP Veteran’s Cricket
Championship at GP ground
on Sunday. Battin first,
Lucknow team piled up 165
runs in allotted 20 overs with
Mohd Riaz (81) being the top
scorer. 

In reply, Unnao were bun-
dled out for 111 runs. Priyesh
Bhaskar claimed four scalps
and was declared man of the
match.
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Two former Uttar Pradesh
ministers, three ex-MLAs

and several leaders from other
parties joined the BJP here on
Sunday.

UP BJP chief Swatantra
Dev Singh inducted them into
the party and said their joining
will strengthen the BJP.

Among the former minis-
ters who joined the party was
Jainarayan Tiwari from
Sultanpur, according to a state-
ment.

A three-time minister, he
has been associated with the
Congress and the Samajwadi
Party in the past.

Tiwari was close to former
UP chief minister Sripati
Mishra.

In an apparent reference to
the Congress, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had recently
alluded to the removal of
Mishra from the chief minis-
ter's post in the 1980s.

Vijay Mishra, who was an
SP MLA from Ghazipur and a
former minister, also joined the
BJP. The former MLAs who
joined the ruling party are
Ram Shiromani Shukla
(Pratapgarh), Madan Gautam
(Auraiya) and Abhimanyu
Pratap Singh (Ayodhya).

The others who joined the
BJP are Manoj Divakar, Jagdev
Kureel (Kanpur), Ashok Kumar
Singh, Dharmendra Pandey
(Unnao) and Akhilesh Verma
(Lakhimpur Kheri).

Laxmikant Bajpai, the
chairman of the party's joining
committee, and Deputy Chief
Minister Dinesh Sharma were
also present.

Meanwhile, three BSP

leaders, including a former
OSD of ex-Uttar Pradesh CM
Mayawati, joined the Congress
here on Sunday.

They joined the Congress
in the presence of state party
chief Ajay Kumar Lallu, a state-
ment said.

The Congress said Ganga
Ram, who has been the Officer
on Special Duty (OSD) to BSP
supremo and former chief min-

ister Mayawati, joined the
party. The other two who
joined the Congress are Shiv
Puran Singh Chauhan from
Ghazipur and Rajyavardhan
Singh 'Raju' from Hardoi.

Speaking on this occasion,
Lallu said the central govern-
ment for the past seven-and-
half years and the UP govern-
ment for the past four-and-half
years have created an environ-

ment of fear and apprehension
among people because of their
wrong policies.

The announcement of the
repeal of three farm laws,
reducing the excise duty on the
petroleum products and
advertisement of jobs are a con-
spiracy by the BJP to once
again divert the attention of the
public and gain votes, he
alleged.
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Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
Supremo Mayawati asked

the BJP government at the
Centre to fulfil all the promis-
es made by them during the
winter session of Parliament
beginning Monday.

In a series of tweets on
Sunday , Mayawati wrote, “The
Winter Session of Parliament
is starting from tomorrow.
During this, the government
should not forget its promises
made to the public on the
‘Constitution Day’ three days
back.”

“They should fulfil their
promises properly. What will

be the stand of the government
towards all the issues of the
farmers is also a concern for all
and  everyone will also keep an
eye on it,” she said.

Mayawati said all the BSP
MPs have also been directed to
raise important issues of the
country and public interest in
both the Houses of the

Parliament with full prepara-
tion under the rules.

“It would be better if the
government also does its bit by
taking the House in full con-
fidence before taking any deci-
sion,” she suggested.

She further said, “At the
same time, non-assessment of
its impact while enacting laws
on issues of wider public inter-
est like agricultural laws has
become an important question
to which the judiciary is
repeatedly pointing.”

“The Center must pay
attention to this too so that the
country can be saved from fur-
ther unnecessary confronta-
tion over new laws,” she fur-
ther suggested.
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Continuing his aggressive
posturing over the various

demands of the agitating farm-
ers, Bharat Kisan Union (BKU)
leader Rakesh Tikait on Sunday
warned the Government that if
it did not mend ways and bring
in a law guaranteeing Minimum
Support Price (MSP) to farmers,
the farmers’ unions would not
have any alternative but to
organise tractors' mocha in the
national Capital on the next
Republic Day.

On a day when a Kisan
Mahapanchayat called for the
defeat of the ruling BJP in the
forthcoming State  Assembly
elections and other local body
polls, Tikait said: “Despite hav-
ing been called traitors, we have
raised the farmers’ demands....
Declare us as traitors and put us
behind the bars.  Let the
Government mend its ways.. Let
them know that their intimidat-
ing tactics will not work with us.
Farmers have suffered a great
deal during the last one year. Let

them bring in a law guarantee-
ing Minimum Support Price
(MSP) to farmers. Otherwise,
January 26 is not far away, our
four lakh tractors and farmers
are very much around”.

A day after the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha deferred its trac-
tor mocha to Parliament on the
first day of the winter session
after urging Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to fulfil their six
demands, the farmers and work-
ers attending a Kisan
Mahapanchayat organised by
the Samyukta Shetkari Kamgar
Morcha (SSKM) at Azad
Maidan in south Mumbai cele-
brated its year-long agitation
which saw the Government
announce its decision to repeal
the three controversial laws. 

The farmer leaders vowed to
continue their agitation till the
Government settled their
remaining demands. Apart from
a law guaranteeing MSP for for-
mers, withdrawal of the
Electricity Amendment Bill,
removal from the Cabinet and
arrest of “butcher of Lakhimpur

Kheri” Union Minister Ajay
Mishra Teni, repeal of the four
Labour Codes, an end to sale of
public undertakings through
privatisation, halving of the
price of diesel, petrol,. cooking
gas and other essential com-
modities, doubling the days of
work and wages under MNRE-
GA and extending it to the
urban areas.

In a call given by the farm-
ers’  joint body that may be a
major cause of concern for the
ruling BJP ahead of the crucial
Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and
Punjab, the Mahapanchayat
called for the defeat of the BJP

in the forthcoming State
Assembly elections in three
states and local body elections in
Maharashtra.

Thousands of farmers,
workers, agricultural labourers,
women, youth and students had
turned out at the Kisan Mazdoor
Mahapanchayat held at Azad
Maidan in south Mumbai on
Sunday on the occasion of the
death anniversary of renowned
social reformer Mahatma Jotirao
Phule.Apart from Tikait,  SKM
leaders Dr Darshan Pal, Hannan
Mollah, Yudhvir Singh, Tajinder
Singh Virk, Atul Kumar Anjaan,
Rajaram Singh, Yogendra Yadav,
Jasbir Kaur Nat, Ashish Mittal,

Dr Ashok Dhawale, B Venkat,
Medha Patkar, Jayant Patil,
Pratibha Shinde, Narasayya
Adam, J P Gavit, Dr Ajit Nawale
addressed the Kisan
Mahapanchayat.

The Shaheed Kalash Yatra of
the Lakhimpur Kheri martyrs,
which began from Pune on
October 27, traversed over 30
districts of Maharashtra in the
last one month, visited the stat-
ue of Chhatrapati Shivaji, the
Chaitya Bhoomi of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar, the
memorial to Shaheed Babu
Genu and the statue of Mahatma
Gandhi  in Mumbai on Saturday
On Sunday morning, the
Shaheed Kalash Yatra visited
Hutatma Chowk, which com-
memorates the 106 martyrs of
the Samyukta Maharashtra
Struggle in the 1950s, immersed
the ashes of the martyrs in the
Arabian Sea off the Gateway of
India in a special programme at
4 pm, before descending Azad
Maidan in south Mumbai for the
K i s a n
Mahapanchayat.  

New Delhi (PNS): The
Mizoram Government led by
Chief Minister Zoramthanga is
committed to maintain peace
and tranquillity with all its
neighbouring states, a senior
official said on Sunday. K
Lalsawmvela, adviser (Tech)
to the Mizoram chief minister,
also made it clear that
Zoramthanga had never said
about extending fencing along
the Mizoram-Assam interstate
border as no fencing exists
there. 

The Mizoram government
led by Hon'ble Chief
Minister Zoramthanga has
always been committed to
maintain peace and tranquilli-
ty with all our neighbouring
states and countries,"
Lalsawmvela said in a state-
ment. Referring to a report
which quoted the chief minis-
ter as saying that "we will try to
increase our fencing all along..",
the adviser to the Chief
Minister said.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, during his two-

day visit to Varanasi, reviewed
the preparations for month-
long ‘Bhavya Kashi Divya Kashi’
programme proposed to be
organised from December 13 to
January 14 next year during the
proposed inauguration of Shri
Kashi Vishwanath Corridor,
the dream project of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Later, the chief minister
made an on-site inspection of
Shri Kashi Vishwanath Corridor
on Saturday night to see the
progress of the ongoing con-
struction works after offering
prayers at Kashi Vishwanath
temple. He directed the officials
to complete the remaining work
on a war footing. Earlier, he also
offered prayers at Kal Bhairav
temple.

During the review meeting
at Circuit House, the chief min-
ister directed the officials and
public representatives to ensure
distribution of special prasad of
Baba Vishwanath and coffee-
table book highlighting the his-
tory of the temple to every
house of the city from
December 14 to 16 after inau-
guration of the corridor on
December 13.

He also directed the officials
to ensure live telecast of the

inauguration of the corridor and
offering of prayers by the prime
minister at garbhagriha (sanc-
tum sanctorum) at public
places. 

“Before the inauguration
of Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor, the people of both
urban and rural areas of the dis-

trict should be appealed to light
lamps on their homes after
launching special cleanliness
drive to make a festive atmos-
phere,” the chief minister said,
adding that 352 years after the
revival of Kashi Vishwanath
temple by Ahilyabai Holkar in
1669, Modi had renovated the

dham (corridor) with a resolve.
He instructed the officials to

make all the roads of the district
pothole-free and to launch a
special cleanliness drive prior to
the proposed inauguration of
the corridor.

Yogi also stressed on the
need for special decoration and

lighting of the main buildings
along with the Ganga ghats
between December 12 and 14
and making a provision for
permanent lighting of govern-
ment buildings.

He directed Varanasi
Divisional Commissioner
Deepak Agrawal to ensure the

arrangement of digital donation
in Shri Kashi Vishwanath tem-
ple and also to prepare a digi-
tal map of the entire Kashi.

“Kirtan mandalis should
be organised in every ward for
kirtan-bhajans in the morning
and these kirtan mandalis
would be honoured by the

Culture department. Besides,
the fine art students should be
asked to paint the main cross-
ings of the city and a quiz com-
petition related to the develop-
ment of Kashi should be organ-
ised, the chief minister told the
officers, emphasizing on con-
ducting a month-long cultural

programme.
He also laid special empha-

sis on preparing a team of 200
women and 200 men to reach
the people of Kashi to tell them
about the history of Kashi
Vishwanath Dham.

He instructed the police
officials to make arrangements
for elaborate security, proper
vehicle parking and traffic man-
agement during the pro-
grammes.

During the meeting,
District Magistrate Kaushal Raj
Sharma said that an action plan
had been prepared and sent to
the government for providing
basic facilities in 84 villages con-
nected with the municipal cor-
poration. The divisional com-
missioner made a digital presen-
tation of the outline related to
the preparations for the entire
programme. The meeting was
also attended by UP ministers
Anil Rajbhar, Dr Neelkanth
Tiwari and Ravindra Jaiswal,
District Panchayat Chairperson
Poonam Maurya, Mayor
Mridula Jaiswal, MLC Ashok
Dhawan, MLAs Surendra
Narayan Singh and Dr
Awadhesh Singh, Additional
Chief Secretary (Home)
Awanish Kumar Awasthi, ADG
(Zone) Brij Bhushan, IG
(Range) SK Bhagat and
Commissioner of Police A
Satish Ganesh.
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Varanasi (PNS): Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath made an on-site
inspection of tourism development
works at Sant Ravidas temple area
located at Seer Govardhan on the sec-
ond and last day of his visit here on
Sunday. The tourism development
works costing Rs 151.4 crore are
underway in Seer Govardhan as per
the announcement of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. After reaching there,
the chief minister visited Sant Ravidas
temple and offered prayers. Then he
inquired about the arrangements.

Later, he reached the
project/expansion work site near the
temple and inspected the Langar
Bhawan constructed by the Rajkiya
Nirman Nigam. While giving strict
instructions to the officials con-
cerned, Yogi asked them to complete
the work within the stipulated time.

“There should be no delay of any
kind in the work,” he warned the offi-
cials.

During the inspection, UP

Minister of State for Tourism,
Religious Affairs and Protocol, Dr
Neelkanth Tiwari, apprised the chief
minister in detail about the tourism
development works being done in
Seer Govardhan and assured him of
completion of all the works there on
time. District Magistrate Kaushal Raj
Sharma informed the chief minister
that 60 per cent of the land had been
acquired, where the park was to be
developed.

Along with this, a bronze statue
of Sri Guru Ravidas will be installed.
Besides, three routes for easy traffic
movement of followers and visitors,
from Trauma Centre, Langar Bhawan
and National Highway to Sant
Ravidas Mandir crossing are being
strengthened. During the inspection,
UP Minister for Backward Classes
Welfare and Divyangjan
Empowerment Anil Rajbhar,
Divisional Commissioner Deepak
Agrawal, senior officers and public
representatives were also present.
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With an objective to facil-
itate the micro, small

and medium entrepreneurs
(MSMEs) by providing them
loans at attractive rate of inter-
est so that this sector could
recover from the losses suffered
due to COVID-19 pandemic,
the Union Bank of India (UBI)
has launched the ‘MSME
Festive Bonanza’ scheme.

The MSME sector suffered
a lot during the lockdown
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and so to assist the
entrepreneurs of this sector, the
UBI has launched ‘MSME
Festive Bonanza’ so that they
could recover by promoting
their business, said Deputy
General Manager of the bank,
Sunil Kumar, while talking to
news persons here.

To facilitate the entrepre-
neurs, the bank will provide
loans above Rs 25 lakh to them
under this scheme and the
rate of interest on the loan will
be the lowest, competitive and
attractive, ranging from 6.80
per cent to 7.40 per cent, he

said adding that there was 50
per cent to 75 per cent conces-
sion on the applicable process-
ing charge. The bank has
opened a central processing cell
so that the entrepreneurs could
get loans without any compli-
cation and delay through an
easy process, the DGM said,
adding that the process for
granting the loan was online so
that the entrepreneurs did not
face any inconvenience.

Besides, the bank is also
providing loan to farmers,
traders, entrepreneurs and
industrialists under various
schemes of the government
and to make the loan process

simple, the bank is using tech-
nology so that the loan seekers
could seek loan conveniently
without any middleman and
hurdle, Kumar said and added
that the bank was giving retail
loan, personal loan, etc digital-
ly by using technology. 

He said there was also a
scheme to make settlement
with the farmers on 30 per cent
of their dues.

Deputy regional heads of
the bank Umesh Kumar Singh
and Ashutosh Pandey, Assistant
General Manager Randhir
Kumar and Chief Manager
Rajesh Nagvanshi were also
present on the occasion.
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To mark the NCC Day, the
cadets of National Cadet

Corps 97 UP Battalion,
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapith (MGKVP), on
Sunday took out a cleanliness
rally to make people aware of
cleanliness.

The battalion also organ-
ised a blood donation camp in
which the cadets donated
blood.

The rally started from the
main campus of the universi-
ty and reached Sigra tri-junc-
tion and thereafter returned to
the starting point. During the
rally, the NCC cadets made
vegetables sellers and com-
mon people aware about clean-
liness and appealed to them to
make their houses, areas and
city clean for a better environ-
ment and health as well.

Officer of the NCC
Battalion, Ayush Kumar, said
cleanliness was a must to
remain healthy. He empha-
sised on the active participation
of people, particularly youths,
in the cleanliness drive. He

appealed to the NCC cadets
and others to include cleanli-
ness in their regular habits.

The battalion also organ-
ised a blood donation camp in
which the cadets donated
blood, conveying the message
of humanity.

Daya Ram of BCC depart-

ment, PI staff of the battalion
and cadets of the unit partici-
pated in the rally.

Meanwhile, under the
group head office (A) of NCC,
the 7 UP Naval NCC, Banaras
Hindu University (BHU), also
organised a blood donation
camp on the university campus

on the occasion of NCC Day
which was inaugurated by
Command Officer of the unit,
Commander Arun Rai, by
donating blood.

The NCC Day is observed
every year on the last Sunday
of November because the first
Prime Minister of the country,

Jawaharlal Nehru, had presided
over the function of the first
NCC unit on the last Sunday of
November in 1948.

The National Cadet Corps
was formed on July 15, 1948
under NCC Act. Unity and dis-
cipline is the mantra of NCC.

A total of 42 units of blood
were donated by the cadets.
Wife of Commander Arun Rai,
Kirti Rai, also attended the pro-
gramme with the army and
naval wing cadets of the NCC.

The day was also observed
by the 100th Battalion of NCC
in Udai Pratap PG College
which was presided over by the
administrative officer of the
battalion, Lt Col Krishiraj
Charan, and attended by Lt
Sarnath Singh, Lt Mayank
Singh and Subedar Major
(Honorary Captain) Himmat
Singh Chahar.

Retired NCC officer Major
Dr Arvind Kumar Singh, while
addressing the cadets, said that
positive approach was the base
of national development and
positive thinking of a person
lowered the impact of negative
approach.
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Taking a serious note of repeated
wrongful implication of a man in

criminal cases, the Allahabad High Court
has sought personal presence of UP
director general of police (DGP) and
senior superintendent of police,
Muzaffarnagar on December 13 in the
matter.

The court passed this after the bail
plea of a man, who was accused in 49 nar-
cotic drugs cases in the last 23 years but
was either acquitted or his name was
expunged from the case later on.

Hearing a bail application filed by one
Gaurav alias Gaura of Muzaffarnagar,
Justice Vivek Kumar Singh observed,
“This court fails to understand the
working of the police of the concerned
police station that how the cases said to
have been wrongly imposed on a
person that too not once, it happens
repeatedly in the present case, it is not
expected from the Uttar Pradesh
Police. Such callous action cannot be
imagined from the officers of the disci-
plined force.”

Expressing concern of the working of
the police, the court observed, “For a cit-
izen the term ‘police’ is a sense of protec-

tion, relief, peace and tranquillity and
under its auspices, he walks and sleeps
fearlessly. However, if his protection
shield finds pores, the belief is devastat-
ed. Police is one of the wings of disci-
plined forces which have been set up for
the safety and security of the public at
large.”

Elaborating on the human rights
aspect involved in the matters of wrong-
ful implications, the court said, “The life
of every person has similar values. The
day passed never gets back and if it is
darkened it becomes hard to live life with
the basket of allegations. Belief is that
deliberate mistake should be repented,
however, if the days of life are spotted with
stigma of criminal activities and those
allegations ultimately are found to be
unproved, the question arises whether it
can be compensated or the sphere of his
life can be rewilded. Though there is no
mechanism to forecast involvement or
implication, however, finding it proved
that someone’s life has been spoiled
because of ill-intention, it needs to be
dealt with strictly”.

According to the applicant, the police
of the Khatauli police station of
Muzaffarnagar is registering false and
frivolous cases against the applicant and

in this regard a complaint was made by
the applicant to Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), New Delhi,
whereupon an order was passed on June
5, 2007, directing the additional director
general (ADG) of Police, Allahabad to
compensate the applicant and compen-
sation to the tune of Rs 10,000 was also
awarded to the applicant and his broth-
er Omi.

The court in its order dated
November 9, after going through the
details of previous cases, related to nar-
cotics drugs, registered against the appli-
cant observed, “Perusal of the aforesaid
history chart shows that there is history
of 49 cases to the credit of the applicant
pertains to one and same police station,
i.e., Police Station Khatauli, district
Muzaffarnagar, wherein out of 45 cases
shown above the applicant has been
acquitted in 11 cases; and in 9 cases
notices were withdrawn. 

Besides, in two cases the name of the
applicant has wrongly been mentioned.
In addition to it, in one case under
National Security Act (NSA), the pro-
ceedings were quashed and in twenty one
cases, the applicant has been enlarged on
bail and in one case anticipatory bail has
been granted.
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Allahabad (PNS): Former Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh and national
president of Samajwadi Party, Akhilesh
Yadav flayed the state government over the
paper leak of UP TET-2021. Yadav, who
came to attend a private programme
held in Patt, said those who leaked the
paper were supporters of the BJP govern-
ment and that is why no action is taken
against them papers are leaked everyday.

Akhilesh said the BJP government is
not able to provide employment, so it con-
spires by leaking question papers. Handing
over the investigation to the SIT is a cover-
up, he said. “If the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment is voted to power, a fair investi-
gation will be conducted in all such
cases,” Akhilesh said.

The former CM was accorded a grand
welcome by the SP office-bearers and
workers. He left for the wedding of the
niece of SP district vice-president Pappu
Yadav in Ramkola village of Patti area by
car. Akhilesh, who reached Ramkola vil-
lage, after inaugurating Sharda Public
School, sat in a room and had a meeting
with senior party leaders. After that, he
blessed the newlyweds.

���� ���������

Patient care was badly affected at the SRN
Hospital on Sunday as the junior resi-

dents were on strike. The junior doctors
joined the nationwide strike called to show
their displeasure among the doctor frater-
nity due to non-availability of first year
counseling for a year.

A nationwide strike was called by the
Junior Doctors Association. Because of the
strike patients, especially those coming from
far flung areas, faced a lot of trouble. The
doctors also announced the suspension of
emergency services if their demands are not
met. The junior doctors maintain that due
to lack of counselling for one year, the load
of first year students is falling on second and
third year students. Due to this the work-
load is increasing and although the associ-
ation had raised the concern, but the gov-
ernment was not listening.

Agitated junior doctors did not allow
OPD to run on Saturday. When the senior
doctor sat in the OPD, they could manage
to attend only a few patients who came with
old prescriptions. While there was a huge
crowd of patients at the prescription counter.
“I have come for treatment from Rewa
because of a heart problem. My local doc-

tor had referred me to SRN but because of
the strike, I am helpless,” said Ram Charit
Mishra. Likewise, Vindeshwari Prasad who
came from Jaunpur was troubled by a stom-
ach ailment. After standing in the queue
since morning, they were not able to get the
OPD slip due to the strike.

The protesting residents also took out
a candle procession in the evening. The
junior doctors gathered at SRN and raised
their demand vigorously. The doctors said
that this is a symbolic demonstration and
if the demands are not accepted, the agita-
tion will be further intensified and even
emergency services would be stopped at
SRN.

“Our demands are justified as we are
here to serve the patients and for this we
constantly work peacefully under pressure
of work and when there was a nationwide
strike today, we joined our association. If the
demand is not accepted, then the scope of
the movement will be increased”, said Dr
Servesh Pathak, office bearer of the Prayagraj
Unit of the association.

Principal, MLN Medical College, Dr SP
Singh, said, “It is true that the services were
affected for some time, but later senior doc-
tors attended the OPD and all were treat-
ed. OT also functioned normally”.
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On Sunday, a huge worker
meeting of Jai Chitransh

Andolan Kayastha Swabhiman
Sangharsh was held in the
premises of Seva Samiti in front
of Rambagh station, Prayagraj, in
conjunction with Govind Khare
and conducted by Neeraj Sinha,
in which thousands of Kayasthas
participated with enthusiasm.  At
the end of the meeting, some res-
olutions were passed unanimous-
ly. Speakers said they are in a
position to win three assembly
seats of Prayagraj (city north, city
west and city south) and 36 seats
across Uttar Pradesh.

The speakers said that there

are about 2.75 crore Kayastha vot-
ers in Uttar Pradesh, including
about 3.30 lakh in Prayagraj,
who can play a decisive role in
100 assemblies besides winning
36 assembly seats. Apart from
this, it is important that in almost
all the seats of the state, we can
reverse the results by voting
against any political party.

A resolution passed unani-
mously that if any political party
gives ticket to a Kayastha candi-
date belonging to the general pub-
lic of the society, all of them will
vote and support that political
party in the entire state.

It was also proposed that if
tickets are not given by any polit-
ical party to the  leaders of their
society who are connected with

the land, then the Kayastha soci-
ety would be compelled to fight
its candidates and make concert-
ed efforts for victory.

The people of Kayastha com-
munity present on this occasion
also formed a powerful 9-mem-
ber Kayastha committee to take
political and social decisions of
the society. 

The members include
Govind Khare, Prashant
Srivastava, Dilip Srivastava,
Rajesh Srivastava, Jitendra Verma
Alok, Pawan Shankar Srivastava,
Ramesh Srivastava, Anita
Srivastava and Ratan Srivastava.
The Kayastha Committee will
have the right to invite other
Kayasthas in its meetings as per
the need of the subject.
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School of Film and Mass
Communication, Sam

Higginbottom University of
Agriculture Technology and
Sciences (SHUATS), is hosting
a shoot with Josh Talks. 

In these two days, they are
shooting over 40 blazing,
intense and gifted stories of
people from almost every class,
section and realm of the soci-
ety. 

Dean SFMC Dr Ashish
Alexander said he is proud to
be the venue partner with
Josh Talks encountering these

amazing stories being
brought alive, which is also a
learning experience for the
students. Assistant
professors Ram Mani Tripathi,
Aneesha Henry and Amit
William are coordinating the
event along with students of
School of Film and Mass
Communication, SHUATS,
Prayagraj.

Josh Talks is an Indian
media platform headquartered
in Gurgaon, Haryana which
hosts content in nine lan-
guages, and is also featured in
Forbes magazine ‘Asia 30
Under 30’ list for 2018.
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Allahabad (PNS): Staff and students of Ruchi’s
Institute of Creative Arts organised a welcome party
to welcome the newly admitted students of the 2021-
22 academic session. A number of dance, singing, mim-
icry programmes were organised by senior students
along with games and quizzes. The winners of the games
included Alka Prajapati, Archana Singh and Garima
Sharma. In the overall creative personality presenta-
tion Alka Prajapati and Pankaj Tripathi were judged
as ‘Ms and Mr Fresher’. On this occasion, principal Dr
Ruchi Mital welcomed the freshers to be part of the ever
growing RICA family. She enlightened the students
about the Institute activities and said that participat-
ing in extracurricular activities is as important as attend-
ing academic lectures, as these together bring about an
overall development of one’s personality. On this occa-
sion Sunil Pandey, Pragya Mishra, Radhey Shyam
Gupta, Niraj Kumar and others were present.
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The wrestlers of Railway Protection Force
(RPF), North Eastern Railway (NER) while

performing brilliantly in the 32nd Inter-Railway
Protection Force Wrestling Championship-
2021 held at Daya Basti, New Delhi, from
November 22 to 25 received one gold medal and
four bronze medals. As many as 11 wrestlers

from RPF, NER, participated in it. In the 125 kg
weight category Ramchandra Yadav by defeat-
ing Vijaypal of Northern Railway (NR) won the
gold medal. In the 70 kg weight category
Rajeev Kumar Gaur of NER’s RPF defeated
Pawan Dahiya of Western Railway to get
bronze medal. In the 79 kg weight category,
Umakant of RPF NER won the bronze medal
by defeating Vivek Kumar of NER. In the 86

kg weight category, Nahar Dev Yadav of RPF
of NER won the bronze medal by defeating Amit
of Railway Protection Special Force (RPSF). In
the 92 kg weight category, Rajesh Yadav of NER
RPF defeated Sacha Singh of Northern Railway
to clinch the bronze medal. Under the super-
vision of coach Surendra Ram Tripathi, Rajesh
Singh Yadav, Jawahar Yadav, Ramnath Yadav,
Janardan Yadav and Sudhir Kumar Rai also per-
formed brilliantly.
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In the All India Railway Protection Force
Badminton, Table Tennis and Lawn Tennis
Championship-
2021 held at
Prayagraj from
November 20
to 22, Dashrath
P r a s a d ,
Inspector, RPF,
C r i m e
I nt e l l i g e n c e
Branch (CIB),
G o r a k h p u r
region, repre-
senting North
Eastern Railway, won a silver medal in men’s cat-
egory above 45 years of age in table tennis (TT).
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As many as 11 cases out of 62 cases were dis-
posed on Thana Samadhan Divas in the dis-

trict on Saturday.  District Magistrate Praveen
Kumar Laxkar and Superintendent of Police (SP)
Ajay Kumar Singh jointly held the meeting at
Madihan police station but out of two cases
none could be disposed of on the spot. Taking
the cases on priority  teams were sent to the spots
for solving them. On the occasion the officers
directed the officials concerned to solve the cases
on merit without inordinate delay. At Halia
police station ASP (Operation) Mahesh Singh
Atri heard the applicants and gave necessary
directions to the SHO and the teams concerned.
CO Lalganj Uma Shankar held the meeting at
Lalganj police station and heard the applicants.
Besides, ADM (land revenue) Hari Shankar
Yadav heard the cases at Jigna police station. At
eight police stations no case could be solved. 

SEMINAR: DIG (Vindhyachal range) RK
Bharadwaj while speaking as the chief guest at
a seminar organised on Dr Kashi Prasad

Jaiswal’s birth anniversary at GD Binani PG
College on Saturday opined that though he had
been considered as leftist he had immense regard
for Indian tradition and culture. Dr Dhruavji
Pandey said Dr Jaiswal being a high qualified
scholar opted to serve the Indian culture.
While chairing the seminar, Mirzapur Nagar
Palika Parishad (NPP) chairman Manoj Jaiswal

said that
he was
t r y i n g
his best
t o
s pre a d
D r
Jaiswal’s
l i t e r a -
t u r e

among people. Dr Brajdev Pandey was the
keynote speaker during it. Principal GD Bimari
PG College Dr Beena Singh proposed the vote
of thanks. Prominent among those who were pre-
sent on the occasion were Salil Pandey, Rajendra
Tiwari, Lalloo Shukla, Umesh Singh and others.
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Keeping the winter
and foggy weather

in mind the railway
administration under
the work plan for
ensuring safe and fast
rail travel Principal
Chief Safety Officer
(PCSO), North Eastern
Railway (NER) AK
Mishra and his team on
Friday conducted safety audit inspection of
Gorakhpur Cantonment – Thawe rail section.
Along with it testing of railway track was also
done for increasing the speed of trains on this
section. On the occasion Principal Chief Signal
and Telecom Engineer (PCSTE) AK Tripathi,
Chief Passenger Traffic Manager Alok Singh,
Chief Engineer/Work SP Yadav, Additional
Divisional Railway Manager (Operations) SPS
Yadav, Senior Divisional Operations Manager
(General) AK Saxena, Senior Engineer-I JK
Singh, Senior Engineer-II MK Singh, Senior
Divisional Signal and Telecom Engineer
Tryambak Tiwari, Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer (Operation) AK Shrivastava, Senior
Divisional Electrical Engineer (Operation)
Pankaj Kesharwani, Assistant Safety Officer
(ASO) Ramesh Pandey along with senior super-
visors of headquarters and division were pre-
sent.The safety audit team by push trolley on
Gorakhpur Cantonment – Thawe rail section
while testing the standard of traction over head
line, power feeder, level crossing gates, curva-
ture and bridge culverts, between all block sec-
tions conducted a thorough inspection of rail
section’s line fittings and signals installed there-
on, turnouts, ballasting and packing, adequate
clearance at curvature, points and crossings,
railway track line fittings, electrified colour light
signal, lock and block token less instrument,
block overlap, block and signal overlap, fouling
mark and regarding the safety/ security of the

passengers on the platform.
During it he ensured lock-
ing of boom locks of vari-
ous level crossing gates
located in this section and
the installation of height
gauges and thoroughly
inspected the track fittings
on the bridges and culverts
falling in this section and
gave instructions to the
persons concerned. In the
sequence of inspection, at

Gorakhpur Cantonment, Kaptanganj, Padrauna
and Thawe stations for safe traffic management
the competency certificate and periodical med-
ical examination of the safety related employ-
ees of Engineering, Signal and Operating
departments were checked. While doing thor-
ough inspection of berthing tracks installed at
station section, point machines, signals, foot
overbridge’s height and approach, platform
length clearance, fire alarm, station working rule,
relay room, point crossing and fail safe side sys-
tem of various equipment etc, reviewed the safe-
ty and gave instructions to the persons con-
cerned. During it in this block section for
increasing the speed of trains testing of bolt holes
of rail joints and joggled fish plates and inspec-
tion of lubrication work was inspected and along
with the destressing of LWR and CWR, instruc-
tions were given to remove all the shortcomings
on the railway track. For cold weather patrolling
the management was reviewed. Instructions
were given to get the temperature of the train
checked regularly and to be recorded in the reg-
ister too. The safety team also ensured availability
of adequate quantity of cracker signals, lime
marking across the track on signal sighting
boards, signal sighting boards, WL boards, fog
signal post, yellow markings on lifting barriers
at level crossings, arrangement for black lumi-
nous strip for clear visibility all required works
were found complete, Public Relations Officer
(PRO), Ashok Kumar said. 
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Under the aegis of North
Eastern Railway Sports

Association (NERSA) the
Inter-departmental Cricket
Tournament organised at
Railway Cricket Ground here
from November 27 to January
16 next year was inaugurated
by General Manager, North
Eastern Railway (NER) Vinay
Kumar Tripathi. Earlier,
Tripathi got introduced to the
players. The inaugural match
was played between the joint
team of Management,
Personnel and Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and the
joint team of Engineering and
Construction Organisation. In
it the Management depart-
ment defeated the Engineering
department team by eight
wickets and entered the next
round. Chairperson of North
Eastern Railway Women’s
Welfare Organisation  (NER-

WWO) Meena Tripathi pre-
sented the Best Fielding Award
to Vinay Kumar Tripathi, cap-
tain of Management
Department and Man of the
Match award to Pankaj Kumar
Singh. On the occasion
Additional General Manager
(AGM) Amit Kumar Agrawal,
principal heads of department,
members of Women’s Welfare

Organisation, senior railway
officers, sportspersons and
cricket lovers were present.
Batting first after winning the
toss, Engineering department
scored 112 runs in the allotted
20 overs for the loss of all wick-
ets. Surendra Negi of
Engineering department scored
a brilliant 26 and Anand
Vardhan played a useful
innings 20 runs. The captain of
Management department,
Vinay Kumar Tripathi while
fielding brilliantly gave a big
blow to the Engineering
department by catching a great
catch at short mid on. Chasing
the target of 113 runs, the
Management department made
quick runs and won the match
by scoring 113 runs for the loss
of two wickets in just 16.2
overs. Management depart-
ment’s Pankaj Kumar Singh
and Ramashish contributed 25
runs each, Akhilesh 21 and Atul
Kumar Gupta nine runs.
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Senior gynecologist Dr Arti
Singh, while addressing

media persons at Regency
Hospital in Kanpur, described
the side effects of painkillers
during periods.

She said a significant num-
ber of females experienced
menstrual pain during their
lifetime and it varied in inten-
sity from just a mild discomfort
to excruciating pain, associat-
ed with lower abdominal
cramps. Dr Singh said this
condition was known as ‘dys-
menorrhea’ and one out of five
women complained of experi-
encing a pain as agonising as a
heart attack.

According to the senior
gynecologist, severe menstrual
cramps are more common in
teenagers and young adults.

Often these can lead to
impaired work performance
and even cause difficulties in
carrying out routine activities.
Consequently, women tend to
take painkillers during periods,
without consulting a doctor.

“Mild doses of painkillers
combined with anti-spasmod-
ic can help ease menstrual
cramps and are safe to con-
sume. Up to two doses of
painkillers for the first two
days is relatively harmless, and
is usually sufficient for provid-
ing adequate relief. However,
for someone taking a higher or
more frequent dosage, a doctor
should be consulted. Just like
every other medication has a
side effect when taken in excess,
so do painkillers. Prolonged
and injudicious use of aspirin,
ibuprofen, paracetamol etc may
cause serious long-term side

effects," she said.
Dr Singh said some of the

common side effects were gas-
tric problems like heartburn,
stomach ache, acidity, diar-
rhoea, nausea, vomiting and
they could eventually progress
to more severe problems like
gastrointestinal bleeds, stomach
ulcers etc. She said allergic
reactions could be rare but
severe like rashes, hives, itching,
red swollen blisters or peeling
skin, fever, wheezing, swelling
of face, lips or tongue could be
found sometimes.

Besides, tightening of chest,
trouble in breathing, swallow-
ing or talking; unusual hoarse-
ness of voice, irregular heart-
beat, palpitations, dizziness,
fatigue, drowsiness, headache,
bleeding disorders, liver dam-
age, jaundice, dark coloured
urine, decrease in amount of

urine passed, tiredness, stom-
ach upset, light-coloured stools,
vomiting, may aggravate
depression, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, kidney damage and failure
were also observed.

She said in the present
days and age, overuse of
painkillers was one of the com-
monest causes of kidney failure.
She said apart from causing
long-term damage to various
organ systems of the body,
painkillers could also cause
addiction problems in certain
people, as they get accustomed
to the immediate relieving
effect, thus making it harder to
consume painkillers wisely.

“To sum up, painkillers, like
any other medication, are great-
ly beneficial and effective when
taken after a professional’s con-
sultation. They provide imme-
diate relief, and make it easier

to go about the day without
being impaired by the painful
cramps that are a monthly
occurrence for most. A mini-
mal dose of painkillers is most-
ly more than adequate to
decrease the pain. However, if
an individual requires more
intensive dosing of painkillers,
especially during periods, it
could be an indication of
underlying problems of the
reproductive tract, and requires
a proper consultation,” she added.
Gynaecological conditions such as
endometriosis, fibroids, adeno-
myosis, ovarian cyst, infections of
reproductive organs, even undi-
agnosed ectopic pregnancies etc.
could cause severe abdominal
pain, and require further workup,
Dr Singh said and added that any
menstrual pain/cramps needing
higher doses of painkillers, should
be investigated.
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Kanpur (PNS): Prescience
Insilico Private Limited, an
Indian Institute of Technology,
Kanpur incubated company, has
won the Global Innovation
Challenge Award at the Global
Innovation Summit 2021 held in
Bengaluru, for its unique AI-
state-of-the-art software plat-
form PRinS3 that helps reduce
time and cost for drug discov-
ery process by 50 per cent as well
as design new materials. The
average time of drug develop-
ment is around 12 years while its
development costs on an aver-
age around $2 billion. The
award, instituted by Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance (IPA),
was announced at the Global
Innovation Summit which was
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Over 56 com-
panies and academic institutes
participated in the challenge.
The theme of the summit was,
‘Discover in India: Accelerating
the innovation journey of the
Indian life sciences industry’.

Prescience founder Prof
Jayant Kumar Singh said, “The
award is a big boost to our efforts

and reflects that our product is
good at global level. Our tech-
nology platform for drug design
and development is made in
India and can be widely useful
to all the global players in this
field, starting from university
research groups to small biotech
companies to large innovator
pharmaceutical companies.”

Driven by artificial intelli-
gence, cloud-based supercom-
puting and highly quantitative
physics-based methodologies,
the platform helps users, par-
ticularly pharma companies and
academic researchers, in design-
ing a completely new set of mol-
ecules and validate their effica-
cies, which otherwise is not
possible.

The platform is fully cloud-
enabled, which means one can
use cloud computing with
graphical processing units
(GPU) in high-throughput to
reduce the time of the discovery.
Additionally, the cloud is avail-
able as and when required with-
out any hassle of having or
procuring one’s own on-premise
computing resources.
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Minister of State for Higher
Education Neelima

Katiyar, while inaugurating a
seminar on Eye Protection and
Eye Donation organised by
Saksham Sanstha at the BNSD
Shiksha Niketan, said although
all organs of the body were
equally significant, eyes were
much above and treated as very
special.

She said eyes rendered one
vision and allowed one to enjoy
the aesthetics that the world
had to offer. She said due to
several kinds of visual impair-
ments, many people lost their
vision and the world turned
dark to them and thus one
could give them the gift of light
by a simple step of eye dona-
tion.

She said blindness was a
major cause of concern around
the world today and according
to World Health Organisation,
after cataract and glaucoma,
blindness was mostly caused by
corneal impairments.  She said
most of these impairments
were curable, especially
through eye donation, which
referred to donating one’s eyes
after death. She said just like
any other body organ, the
cornea of the eye could also be
donated after death which
would render vision to the
blind.

Katiyar said it was a matter
of concern that due to lack of
awareness, social or religious
reserves, etc., eye donation was
yet to get its due importance in
India engendering the need to
raise awareness among the
masses about eye donation.
She said the donated eyes were
used to restore vision in people
suffering from corneal blind-
ness. She said anyone could be
a donor irrespective of age, sex,
blood group or religion and
even those suffering from
cataract, long/short sighted-
ness, operated eyes or common
illnesses could donate eyes. She
said eye donation was truly a
noble deed. She said what could
be more noble than giving
someone the gift of light and let
them see the world in colours.

Prominent among those
present were Dr Shalini
Mohan, Dr Devendra
Lalchandani, Dr Om Pal Singh
and several others.
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Inaugurating ‘Samavesh’, a cul-
tural function, on the 47th

Founder’s Day at Seth
Anandram Jaipuria Public
School, its chairman Shishir
Jaipuria said the school had
carved a niche for itself among
the quality English medium
schools and on account of its
perfect balance between acade-
mic and co-curricular activities
it had reached the topmost
rungs of the success ladder in the
field of education.

He said it would be the
endeavour of the school to ensure
it maintained the quality and its
position. He said the alumni of
this school were in top-most
positions not only in India but
across the world.

Addressing the gathering,
school’s principal Shikha
Bannerjee said the achievements
of the students of the past and the

present were the motivation of
the principled teaching of this
institution and the painstaking
efforts made by the teachers to
instill confidence and positivity
to achieve what was best. She said
the institution would continue to
churn out quality students in the
time to come. She said it was the
collective efforts of the manage-
ment, teachers, parents and the
students that made this a proud

institution of the country.
Addressing the students,

chief guest Padma Bhushan and
Grammy Award winner Pt VM
Bhat said it was a great honour
to be invited to grace the
Founder’s Day function of this
prestigious institution. He said
there was always a turning point
in the lives of the students and
from that very point the students
went up the success ladder.

He said it was the duty of
parents, teachers and peers to
identify the talents of the children
and motivate them to achieve in
the respective fields. He said it
was good to see that there was
immense talent in the students of
this school, especially toward fine
arts and music. He said honing
their skills at this tender age
would certainly bring accolades
to not only the children but the
parents, school, city, state and the
country as well. The Dr Rajaram
Jaipuria Achievers Award was
conferred on alumnus Gaurav
Taneja. 

Later, the children present-
ed a prayer dance, bilingual
dance, school orchestra, choir
and the grand finale was
‘Dasaavatar’. The vote of thanks
was proposed by Manish
Sakseria. A virtual art exhibition
titled ‘Pencil to Pixel/ was also
organised and it was praised by
the visitors.

���� .��)
+

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj
University Vice Chancellor

Prof Vinay Pathak said the pre-
sent day education required a
holistic approach and it was
imperative to have interdisci-
plinary collaboration.

Addressing the function of
Indian Thinkers Society at
CSJMU, Prof Pathak said the
Society was doing a yeoman's
service for society and there was
a need also for devoting oneself
to the uplift of the society. He
said there was a rapid change in
the field of technology and thus
teachers must be aware of it. He
advised teachers to update their
knowledge.

He said today the students
should know more than the
teacher as only then they would
acquire something exclusive to
their knowledge.

Speaking on the ‘Role of
university in all-round devel-
opment of teachers and students’,
guest of honour, Dr PN Kaul,
said education had changed
drastically and in the present
times more emphasis was laid on

intellectual growth of the child
instead of remaining confined to
the 3Rs. He said thus the intel-
lectual growth of a child, in turn
became instrumental in the
development of a country. He
said the child could develop
intellectually provided he or
she was exposed to a compre-
hensive training regimen, as
only then would the child’s all-
round development be ensured.

He said today the aim of the
curriculum department was to
make the syllabus child-centric
which comprised sports and
physical activities which were
considered integral. He said
compared to others who just
had academic or pedantic
knowledge, students following
a child-centric curriculum were
exposed to practical knowl-
edge and enjoyed the advantage
of hands-on experience. He
said with the establishment of
such a department, the cur-
riculum was customised in
accordance with the needs of the
children and not the other way
round.

Dr Kaul said the curriculum
department was responsible for

the effective planning of the cur-
riculum and the duties of the
department included determi-
nation of curriculum content,
selection of learning resources
and classroom procedures and
even evaluating progress. He
said establishing useful learning
experiences, defining appro-
priate learning objectives and
evaluating the curriculum at
regular intervals were the prin-
ciples which drove the depart-
ment and with a dedicated
department, periodic revisions
of the curriculum were also pos-
sible as and when needed.

Addressing the session, Dr
Chitra Singh from SN Sen
Degree College said the cur-
riculum content was one of the
core concerns of the department
and the content was based on
the knowledge of international
teaching trends and the latest
research inputs. She said with
the ideal student-teacher ratio of
10:1, the focus was on the
learners’ needs while tailoring
the curriculum. She said the syl-
labus was designed with the aim
of building and deepening the
understanding of students.
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Kanpur Development
Authority (KDA) got its

property worth around Rs.12.25
crore freed from unauthorised
possession in Dabauli on
Saturday.

The illegal construction car-
ried out in a park there was also
demolished.

Unauthorised possession had
been made on 3,000 square metre
land of the KDA and it had been
rented out to different people. On
the directives of KDA Vice
Chairman Arvind Singh, the
enforcement squad reached
Dabauli and found unauthorised
possession on 3,000 square metre
land of a park apart from anoth-
er 500 square metre land there.

During the Janata Darshan
programme, the local residents
had informed the KDA vice
chairman about the unauthorised
possession of the park by some
local elements.

According to KDA PRO SB
Rai, the appeal filed by Baba Ram
Das regarding his unauthorised
possession of the park with the
Kanpur divisional commissioner’s
court had already been dismissed.

Besides, the squad demol-
ished unauthorised construction
on around 500 square metre
land in Dabauli Scheme No. 40.

During the drive, KDA Zone
3 Executive Engineer Dhirendra
Bajpai, Tehsildar Arsala Naz,
Junior Engineer PK Gupta, KK
Gupta and JN Dubey were pre-
sent.   

Kanpur (PNS): Noted chartered accountant and tax
expert from Lucknow, US Tiwari, addressing a seminar on
‘Capital Tax Gains’ at Civil Lines on Sunday, said selling and
purchasing shares were now taxable.

Addressing a seminar organised by the CA Society, Tiwari
said as per the provisions if a seller made long term capital
gain of more than Rs 1 lakh on sale of equity shares or equi-
ty-oriented units of mutual fund, the gain made would attract
a capital gains tax of 10 per cent long-term capital gains tax.

He said since 2020 there had been a rapid rise in share
investors, especially among the youth, and the main reason
was the massive profits incurred in the share markets.

He said if equity shares listed on a stock exchange were
sold within 12 months of the purchase, the seller may make
short term capital gain or incur short term capital loss. He
said the seller made short term capital gain when shares were
sold at a price higher than the purchase price.

He said if the equity shares listed on a stock exchange were
sold after 12 months of purchase, the seller may make long
term capital gain or incur long term capital loss. He said as
per the provisions, if a seller made a long term capital gain
of more than Rs 1 lakh on sale of equity shares or equity-ori-
ented units of a mutual fund, the gain made would attract a
capital gains tax. 

Tiwari said short term capital gains were taxable at 15 per
cent but if the tax slab rate was 10 or 20 or 30 per cent then
a special rate of tax of 15 per cent was applicable to short term
capital gains, irrespective of tax slab. He said if total taxable
income, excluding short term gains, was below taxable income,
i.e., Rs 2.5 lakh, one could adjust this shortfall against short
term gains while remaining short term gains shall be then
taxed at 15 + 4 per cent cess on it. He said long term capital
gain on equity shares listed on a stock exchange were not tax-
able up to the limit of Rs 1 lakh. 

He said long term capital loss from equity shares was con-
sidered to be a dead loss and it could neither be adjusted nor
carried forward.
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There is an all-round resent-
ment and anger among

Hindus in Tamil Nadu thanks to
the social media that beam views
and news stocking religious sen-
timents. Reports about deliber-
ate demolition of temples across
the State since M K Stalin became
Chief Minister in May 2021 have
reached a peak.

R Ananthanarayanan, an
entrepreneur in Chennai spe-
cialised in yacht and boat build-
ing wears an agitated look when
he recounts the haste with which
the State administration demol-
ished the Ambal temple in
Thiruvallur district on Thursday. 

“The proprietor of the tem-
ple, who built it from scratch was
told at 3 pm that the structure
would be demolished since it has
been built on Government land.
The officials came to the temple
in an hour’s time and much to the
dismay of the devotees the build-
ing was razed to the ground,”
Ananthanarayanan told The
Pioneer. He said nearly 20 tem-
ples have been demolished in the

State since the month of May.
Krishnaswamy, the owner

and priest of the temple denied
that the place of worship was
built illegally on government
land. “When we were told by the
Revenue Division Officer that the
temple was being demolished as
per Government order, we plead-
ed with folded hands to grant us
a day to furnish the relevant doc-
uments. But by 4 pm, everything
was over,” said the priest.

Gauthaman Ramakrishnan,
director, Vedic Science Study
Centre, Chennai, described the
government action as unilateral
and violative of the law of the
land. 

“If the authorities felt that the
temple has been constructed in
poramboke land, the trustees
should have been asked to vacate
the premises within a stipulated
time. Whatever has happened is
despicable and unfortunate,” said
Gauthaman.

An intelligence official in
Chennai who is privy to the law
and order situation in the State
said that tension was brewing up
in the community.
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At least 18 people including
six women and a child

died and several others were
grievously injured in a mid-
night mishap that saw a mini
truck carrying a dead body and
the victims ram into a truck
head on in the small hours of
Sunday.

The accident happened in
Nadia district some 100 km
north of Kolkata.

The mangled vehicle was
carrying a dead body from
Bagda in North 24 Parganas to
Nabadwip in Nadia. 

The collision occurred near
Hanshkhali block. Locals said
that the accident might have
occurred because of dense fog
though the police would not
rule out the driver 

having dozed off during the
drive. According to the police
the mini truck was carrying
about 35 people while it hit a
stationary truck laden with
stone chips killing 12 people on
the spot. Locals said the acci-
dent site was terrifying because
the mini truck had turned into
a mangled metal trapping most
of the victims.

Senior leaders, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
condoled the deaths.

“Extremely pained by the
loss of lives due to a road acci-
dent in Nadia, West Bengal. My
thoughts are with the bereaved
families. May the injured recov-
er at the earliest,” the Prime
tweeted.

Expressing his condolence

the Home Minister said “may
God give them (the family
members of the victim) the
strength to bear this grief. I
wish the injured a speedy
recovery.”

The Chief Minister,
promising all necessary assis-
tance to the family members,
wrote that “heartbroken to
hear about the road accident in
Nadia. I offer my deepest con-
dolences to the bereaved fam-
ilies and pray for the speedy
recovery of those who were
injured. May God give them
the strength to get past this dif-
ficult time.”

Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar on the other hand
questioned the safety norms on
highways saying he was “deeply
pained at reported death of 18
people and 5 others injured in
Nadia District.”
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The Trinamool Congress
which emerged for the first

time as the principal Opposition
party in Tripura, post civic elec-
tions in the north-eastern State
on Sunday attacked the ruling
BJP for “consigning democracy
to fire”

While TMC national gener-
al secretary Abhishek Banerjee
congratulated his party’s “Team
Tripura” for doing “exceptional-
ly well” party MP Shantanu Sen
said the world had seen how
democracy was trampled upon
by the BJP in that State.

Banerjee said that it was
“exceptional for a party begin-
ning with negligible presence to
successfully contest municipal
elections and emerge as the
Principal Opposition in the state
with more than 20% vote share.” 

This was “despite the fact
that we commenced our activi-
ties barely 3 months ago and the
Tripura wing of the BJP left no
stone unturned to

Butcher democracy” in that
State.

Sen said that the “people of
India could see how the BJP

ruined and raped democracy in
Tripura and how the hooligans
of Biplab Deb Government
destroyed democracy in that
State … the BJP has totally
ruined and destroyed the demo-
cratic structure of this country
… Tripura is a big example.”

According to inside sources
the Trinamool Congress which
polled about 20 percent votes in
the Tripura civic polls would “go
all out ahead of the Assembly
elections next year.”

This would start with a pad
yatra by Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee who would
embark on a political walkathon
in that State criss-crossing
Tripura on foot, sources said.

TMC leader Rajib Banerjee
who before the Bengal Assembly
elections had joined the BJP but
returned to his original party
soon after Trinamool’s stunning
victory in the State said “the way
the BJP Government has
destroyed democracy in Tripura
would be remembered by the
people of this State for ever and
“they will have the last laugh …
they will give a befitting reply to
the BJP in the firstopportunity
they get.”
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New Delhi: Nearly all the terrorists involved in
the killings of civilians in Jammu and Kashmir
last month have been neutralised and the armed
forces are now focussing on intelligence-based
"surgical operations" involving smaller teams to
deal with terror activities in the Union Territory,
sources in the security establishment said on
Sunday.

They said a "refined" approach to deal with
terrorism has been put in place under a more
nuanced framework of better coordination
among the Jammu and Kashmir police, the intel-
ligence agencies and the Army with an aim to
minimise collateral damage.

After a spell of relative calm, Jammu and
Kashmir witnessed a spate of killings of inno-
cent civilians last month, triggering apprehen-
sions of an intense cycle of violence and turmoil
in the region. The sources said a major
focus of the anti-terror drill has been to achieve
"zero loss" of innocent lives and all wings of the
security forces have been trying to achieve it.

That is why the focus has been on "intelli-
gence-based surgical operations" involving
smaller teams, with a focus on drawing support
from the local population to such actions, they
added. According to intelligence inputs, Pakistan-
based terror handlers have instructed their prox-

ies operating in Kashmir to ensure at least 10
civilian deaths whenever the security forces
undertake counter-terror operations, the sources
said. They said 24 civilians were killed and 49
injured in various counter-terror operations in
2018. Over the past three years, the security forces
undertook a series of measures to ensure min-
imum collateral damage and as a result of such
efforts, only two civilians were killed and two
received minor injuries in 2021, the sources said.
Asked about the encounter in Srinagar's
Hyderpora, they said a certain section is
focussing on it to occupy "lost space".
Jammu and Kashmir police chief Dilbag Singh
on Thursday said the ongoing investigation into
the Hyderpora encounter suggests that the ter-
rorists were supported by a network in carrying
out terror activities.

The sources said the security forces have
been getting support, including actionable intel-
ligence, from the locals in several parts of Jammu
and Kashmir as they have rejected the "false pro-
paganda" unleashed by Pakistan. "There were
instances of terrorists even being allowed to
escape when there was a threat of collateral dam-
age or when the lives of innocents were assessed
to be at risk," said a source on condition of
anonymity.

Bengaluru: The Bengaluru police have
denied permission to Munawar Faruqui's
stand-up comedy show in the city on
Sunday amid protest by the Hindu right
wing outfits who alleged that the artist
had hurt the Hindu sentiments in one of
his shows. "Yes, we have denied him per-
mission. He will not perform any pub-
lic show today," a senior police officer told
PTI on condition of anonymity. Faruqui
also shared a statement on social media

confirming that his Bengaluru show that
had sold "600 plus" tickets was cancelled
Sunday in the wake of the "threats to
venue vandalism" and said he was
"done". "My name is Munawar Faruqui.
And that's been my time, you guys were
(a) wonderful audience. Good bye, I'm
done," he said. The proceeds from the
show were supposed to be donated to late
Kannada star Puneeth Rajkumar's char-
itable organisation.
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tect told Hector Bolitho,
Jinnah’s first biographer, “He
insisted on choosing the
colours of the marble for the
terrace, and standing by when
the pieces of stone were fitted,
much to the annoyance of the
Italian stone masons doing
the work.” Besides the Italian
stonemasons, Jinnah also
hired a Muslim clerk of
works, an English builder
and a Hindu plumber.”

People including the
Muslim League members
gossiped that when Jinnah
moved in 1940, he was no
longer Qaid but Qaid-e-
Azam. That was how his
admirers were impressed by
the talk, if not also the sight,
of the Marble House. It was
rumoured to be worth �20
lakhs in 1941. Sri Prakasa, as
Governor of Bombay came
away impressed, he said, “I do
not wonder that Mr Jinnah’s
heart even as Governor
General of Pakistan, was not
in his Government House in
Karachi, but in his house in
Malabar Hill in Bombay.”

Such a person could not
fight for Pakistan with his
heart in it. Remember, until
he returned from London in

1935, there were no politics in
his life. And until 1928, he
attended the plenary session
at Calcutta and felt insulted;
he had been a Congressman.
So much so that Sarojini
Naidu, the poetess politician
had described Jinnah as the
best ambassador of Hindu-
Muslim unity. His heart was
in his law and its practice. He
was reputed to be the highest
paid barrister in the British
Empire. He had presided over
a function in Bombay to wel-
come Gandhi when he final-
ly returned to India in the
year 1915. When Gandhi got
up to reply, he began by say-
ing that he was so happy
because he was welcomed by
a Mahomedan leader. Jinnah
publicly showed his irritation,
if not also his anger, at refer-
ence to his religion for no
rhyme or reason.

According to his brother
Ahmed, they were culturally
Parsee and not committed
Musalmans. They did not
pray and did not know how
to offer namaz. They ate and
drank what they liked.
Mohammed Ali loved pork
sandwiches and ate them
openly. They enjoyed whisky

soda in the evening before
dinner. His wife, Ruttie, was
a Parsee until she died; his
only child married a distin-
guished Parsee called Neville
Wadia.

Campaigning for the
1945/46 general elections, he
had stopped to make a speech
at Jalandhar. Pran Chopra,
who later became Editor of
The Statesman, was then
reporting on the election
campaign. In the middle of
the speech, reported Chopra,
the azan (call to prayer) was
heard. So the crowd retired
for namaz. Jinnah remained
on the stage, sat down,
reached out to his achkan
pocket and pulled out his
cigar and smoked until the
crowd returned and later
resumed his speech in elo-
quent English (Jinnah knew
only English and Gujarati).
How much the Jalandhar
crowd understood, no one
knows.

(This is part of an ongoing
series on Indian Partition.

The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a
former member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Sir —The percentage of children who are
stunted, wasted, underweight, anemic and
obese is on a steady rise in India as per
the National Family Health Survey
released a few days ago. Over the years,
India has become home to the largest
number of malnourished children.
Despite the States with a high burden of
malnutrition having Public Distribution
System (PDS) in place to ensure that the
poor get food grains at subsidised rates,
frequent child deaths are reported due to
malnutrition. Scientists say the initial
1,000 days of an individual's lifespan, from
the day of conception till he or she turns
two, is crucial for physical and cognitive
development. 

According to the Registrar General of
India, under-five mortality in India is 59
per 1,000 live births, which is one of the
highest in the world. In 2012, the London
based non-profit organisation ‘Save the
Children’ reported that 1.83 million
Indian children die every year before the
age of five and pinned malnutrition as the
prime reason for the deaths. These find-
ings indicate that India is dangerously slip-
ping into a vicious cycle of malnutrition
and it is high time that we start investing
in child welfare schemes.  

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir —There lies no doubt that from Indira
Gandhi to Rajiv to Sonia to Rahul — all
have attained the Post of Prime Minister
or Party President smoothly just because
they are/were privileged enough to take
birth or wedded to the Nehru family. But
at the end of the day, the fact also remains
that Indira and Rajiv Gandhi had won
elections not by brute force; but by win-
ning the hearts or votes of the Indian elec-
torate through the free and fair democ-
ratic process. Be it 2004 or 2009, it is the
common people who had voted the
Sonia Gandhi-led Congress to power in
New Delhi. 

Still, if the Gandhis are constantly
character-assassinated through the hue
of “Family rule” or “Dynastic regime”,
none other than the free will of the

Indian electorate gets continuously
maligned, mocked and abused as
Gandhis did not elect themselves, rather
people elected them to power. The BJP
should also not forget that it is the peo-
ple who threw out the saffron regime of
“India Shining” to bring in the “Family”
in 2004. Do the self-declared guardians
of the Constitution mean to say that the
electorate are all “bunch of fools” and got
“brainwashed” to elect the Congress at
the Centre or various States? 

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — Suicide is defined as intentional-
ly taking one’s own life and comes from
the Latin ‘suicidium', which literally
means “to kill oneself.” Now, Suicide is a
serious public health problem. Suicide is
the third leading cause of death among
young adults worldwide. There is a
growing recognition that prevention
strategies need to be tailored to the
region-specific demographics of a coun-
try and to be implemented in a cultur-

ally-sensitive manner. This review
explores the historical, epidemiological
and demographic factors of suicide in
India and examines the strategies aimed
at the prevention of suicide.

A person suffering from the problem
of suicidal thoughts starts getting thoughts
of destroying his own life, he also starts
feeling depression and behavioral changes
during this time. Suicidal thoughts are a
common problem and most people feel it
when they are going through stress or
depression. The reasons for suicide are dif-
ferent in different cultures and sections of
the society. But we must keep in mind that
suicide is the most preventable cause of
death. It is preventable. Suicide attempts
are often just a call for help and are increas-
ingly being viewed as a psychological
emergency. It’s our responsibility as
humans and as a part of the same society
to prevent suicides. 

Nripendra Abhishek Nrip | Saran
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What Akhilesh Yadav
of the Samajwadi
Party and Rajbhar
Singh of SBS Party

said about Mohammed Ali
Jinnah being offered the first
prime ministership of India to
avoid Partition is incorrect. The
offer was made by Gandhiji and
was not supported by Jawaharlal
Nehru and Sardar Patel or any-
one else in the Congress. Jinnah
did not even care to reply. He
wanted a place in history’s hall
of fame which he could do best
by finding a new country.
According to his brother Ahmed
Ali, Jinnah was obsessed with
becoming the numero uno,
nothing less or lower. Ahmed
had said this to his friend and
my grandfather Dharamdas
Vora in 1946.

Holding a post can be a
fleeting phenomenon as with
any ministership while finding
a nation is forever. In any case,
the atmosphere amongst
Muslims was so charged that
they would have accused Jinnah
of selling out himself to the
Hindus. And certainly not fol-
lowed him into remaining in
India. Also, remember, Jinnah’s
health was generally known to
be on its last legs; although
everyone might not be aware of
him suffering from tuberculosis.
Compare prime ministership
for one or two years with being
the founder of a nation for
eternity. Which one would an
intelligent person prefer? I would
go to the extent of saying that
Jinnah would not have enjoyed
being the head of Pakistan for
long. He delighted himself mix-
ing with the elite, whether Parsee,
Hindu or Muslim. Rubbing
shoulders with the common folk
was not for him, who wore
mostly Savile Row (London)
hand tailored suits and English
or Swiss shoes. His fancy for
these items of attire was so great
that he had himself buried in a
suit and such shoes and not in
pyjamas and a sherwani.

On his return from England
to take over the Muslim League
as President for life, he got
down to building a magnificent
bunglow which is still well
known as Marble House on
Malabar Hill, Bombay. As
Claude Batley, its English archi-

�������	

	#��� ������
1$����������
#��������
����
)������'���������
#�#������������
%�����$��-

#�795����9�7�5�����;5���5=�
J )��������1�����

&������� *<	�
$��������������
�!���������������
���������������
��������������

"���%����$�����#����!��
���"���-

���'���5�;��5
J �������:�!��

&���&( �������
��$��������������
"����������!�����
&��"!��'���������
����������-

)���7����7���<�;�365�����7��
J ����"�1���

*%$�!�������#����
�����-�&���$������
������������#�����
�������������	>$�
"!����-

�7���7��>�����6��=�5�
J ��!��$�1����

����	�������	������	����
���	��
�	��
	�
�	1'.,2	��������	�	���	��	�
��	���	����
�

��	��	�
	����
����	���
����	��
�	,����%�	���������	����3���	����	4���
	#���

+�����
�	/��
����	+����	���
�����	��
	�

�	��	�
	��������
	��	��
	���
	��	����

����	�
�
����
���	���	���
��	���
��
�	��
	$��
���
��	���������	��	�
��
�	��
	����!

�	�����	���	
�����	��	���
���������	������	�
����������	��	��
	�����	��	5
�
�����	�
�	
��!
�
��
6	�������	'�������	���
��
�	�	��
	4)'	��	�	5�������	��	����
��6�	��
�
	��
	���!

��	�����������	���	��
	����	
���������	����	����������	��	���	��	��
��	���������	�����
�

��
�����	��
��	��	��
	���
���	
�
������	��	���
	0���
�	
���	�
��	
���	4���
	��
	#���

+�����
�%�	���
����
	��	��
	���������	���
	�	��	���
�	��
	+������	��	1����	��������	�������
�
��
	�
��������	��	���
���
�	���
���������	�������	�
�������	2
�
��
�	78	9���
�	�
��!

�	:;	������	��	��
	1����������!�����
�
����
�����<�	��
	'���������	�
��
��	= ���

2
���	1��
�	+�����
�	���	���	�����	#���%�
��������	 ����
�
�	 ������	 (
������	 =
���
	���
�	��
	���
	�	������	+���	��
����	��
	�������	������	����	,�����	
��
!
�����	����	����
	�������
�	�����	��
	��	��

����	��	��
	�
�	�������	��	��
	1����������
���
������

,�	����	���	���	�
	�
��
�	�	���������	����
�
���	(
������	������	��	�����	��
	������%�
�
���
	�������	��
	������	����	��	��
	1
���
	��
�	�
	����	����	,����	���	5�
���
�
�6
5����	���
����
	
��
��6	����	��
	1'.,2!7>	����
���	5����	��
��	���������6�	'�	�����
�
��	����	�
	���
����
�	����	��
	�
�	��������	�
��
�	��	���
	�	����	���
�����	���	�����!

�	����
	��	���������	��	���

�	
�
�	�
���
�	���	�
�
��
�	��	�	�������	��	0����	�������
��������	,�	��
�	��	����	��
������	�	����
�	��	�������
��	���������	��
	?����
��	*�����
���
	���
��	����
��
�	����
�	��	��
	���
��
�	�
������	,�	����	������	��
�
%�	��	���
�!
����
�	���	
��
��
��	���	���
	�

�	���	��
	������%�	�
���
	��	�
	���
	��������	��	���!
������	1'.,2!����������
	�
����
�	���
	�������	���	�����������	�
������	���
�

���	������	�����������	�
���
�	��������	������
	�
������	���	�����	���	��
	�����
!
���
	������������	,�	���%�	�
	���
��
�	
�����	����	�
���
�	
��
�����	��
	����	���
��
 �
��	����
��
���	�

�	��	���
������	����	����	��	���	��
	���
	��	�
	�������
��	��

����
	��	��	����
	�
��
	��	�
������	4
�	���	��	���	����	���
������	����	�
	�

�
��	�����	����
�	��	��
	���
	��	����	�������	�
�	���
��	��	��
	�����%�	�
����	���	��

�
������	��	���	��������	���	�	���	���
�	��	�
�
��	����	�
��������	������

,�	,����	��
�
	�������	���	���
	��	�	���	����
	�
��	�
�
�����	1'.,2!�����!
�����
	�
�������	���	�	����
����	����	��
	�����	����
���	���	�
��	,�����	����
��
��
	�
�	0����	�������	�������	���
�	�	�
�����	���
!��	�����	"�
�
	��
	��	���

�
���
	�
�����	�����	��	��
	����������	���	�
�����	��
��	"�
	����	����	��
	�
�!
���
	�
����	���	���	�
��	��	��	�����	����
	
�
�	������	���	���
�	��
��������	�
�

�����
�	���	�
�	��	�	����
	�������
��	����	��
	�����	��	����	���	0����	����	��	������
"�
	4)'	���	�
����
�	��
	�
�	��������	���
�	'�������	��	�	@�������	��	����
��%�
"���	��	��	���	��	���	���
	��	��������
	�����	)
�
	��	����	��
	�����	�����	�����
'�������	�����	��	���	�����	'������%�	��
���
��
	��	���
	����	�����
���
	��	0����
�������	A��������	A
������	)���	(���	���	,���
�	���
	����	�
����
�	���
��	"�
	����!
���	���	����
�	��	?����
	����	����	��
	*(	�
�������	���	���
��	0��
������	���
	��

��
�	��	��	���	�
��	��	�	����
�	���	��	����	��	�����
�
�	����	�
!���
�����	�����	,������	�
�
����	���	�����
����	��
	�������	��	��������
�	����	���������	����	����!
���
	��	���	�
	�����	������������
	���	����
�����!
�	���
����
�	'�������%	����	���
�����	��	�
���	�
��!

�	��	�	���������	�
�����	��	��
��	��
	
������	��

�������	 ������
�	 ��	 ����������	 ���	 ���
������	 "�

���������	 �
�����	��������	��	����
�	��	��
��
�
'������	���	
���
	��
	�����
	�
�����
�

"�
	����
�	������	�
��
�	���
	����	�	���
�!
�����	 ���������	 ����	 ����	 �	 ����������	 ���
��
�
�������	��������
	��	�������
���	4���	��
�	����

�
��	���	,����	�����	���	����	�������
�	���	����
!���
	�����	��	��
����	��	��

���
�B	/��	����	��	��
	$��
���
��	�������	�������	��
	���

����	��	����
��
��	���!
���	��	����	������	���	�
��

�	���������	 ��������
	���	���	�

��	�������	
��
�!
�����	"�
	�
����	�������	���	����
�	��
	�������
�	�
�������	��
	�
�	�������	��	��
	����!
����	���
����	"�
	+������	������	���	�
���
	 ���	���
�	��	��������	�
��������	��
�������	��	��
�
	�������
�	���
��
����
	��	�����
���	���	�����
	���

�
����	,����	���
����	��	
����
	����	�
�������	�������
��	��	����������	�����
��	��	����
�	���!
�
�	��
	�����������	����
���	0��
������	��
	���������	����	���
	����	
�
��	����	���!
��������	��	��������	��	����
��	��
	��
�	���	����
	����	�����������
�	��	�
��	��	�
����
�����������	���	���
	����	�
����
�	��	������	��������
��	A���	������	���	�	����	����
��	���������������	���	�
���	��	��
	��
	���	����	��������
��	"���	C�����	��
�	7:;	���

���
�	�
�
	��������
�
�	��	�����	���	�	������	D:�E:	����
�	�
�
	�
����	���
��
"���	�����
	���	��	����	��	���	�����	0
������	��
	���
��	�����
�	����	����	��
	��	��

������
�	��������
	��	,�����	��
	���
!���
	1�������	 ��	���	8;	�
�	�
��	
��
����

�������	����������	1'.,2!7>	���
��
�	+��	����
�	���
	���
	���	��	��
	����
������	����
�
��	
������	�����
��	"�
	����
	����	F7	�
�	�
��	��	GG�F	�
�	�
��	��	E8�:
�
�	�
���	"�
�
	�����	�
	���
������	
�����������	���	
���	��	��
	�����
�	��	������
���	����	��
�	���	�
��	��
	��	�
����	���	��	�
	���������
�	�	��
��

0��������
������>

*����
�����
��������������������
������		�������
�
��

���������
��������������	���	#�����	

�����	�

4�

���	����	�$����������	������$���������������5����
��	�2�	��������� �� 

��������2��
������ ������
�����
���	��������
���������������������������$	��
5�#�����
�

���������������
���#����������
�����������
%����$����!���?�
���������!���
�!���������������"���-

�;��5
J ;����1�!���



1�#��������������
���
������ �7 <

�'��������&�#���4��#$0�
�'��#
���$���'
0�������$���$1�0���'�?�)���.$�����0
1$������
)�0�0��"����0�$1��(�)$$	�
@#$.�����"��'���
������0�%����

������0�%������$
"'�1$#
��$�#���
��0��'�$1�#��0�#���.�0���
���.$�����0

$�����0����'"�.�$1�0���* ?����00�#	�
@#$.�����"��'���

�'���������#�$%'�
�(

������$
������2#�
����������2
�
�����������2
���������
�	�����

������
�������	��
����$
���5���
����
		�����������;��	

��	�
����������������
����

,�	��
	��	���	���
���������	��
	C����
�	��	*0	
!����
��
	������
���3���	H
��	A
3���	�����	5,	��	�
�	���
��	���	 ���
	��
 �
���	@4���%�
�����	��	�����
	��	��
	�
��	7;	
���B%	,	���
�	�
�	���
�	I	����%�

���	�����	��	�����
B6	)
	
��
������	�
��	��	��	
������	���	��
	�
�
������
�����	��	��
	�����
��	����
�	�
����	�������
��	,�	��	������	��
�

������
�����	����	�����
	�����
��	
����
�	��
	������	0��	����%�	
��
�!
�����	���	�����	��	�����
	��	��
	������
��	�
�������	�
��
�	 �����	��
��������	���	�
����
�	�����	��
	���
	
����	���
�����
	���	��	���

���������
	���
��	"�
	������
�	�����	��	�
	������	���	�����
��	"�
�

������
�����	���
	�����	��
	�
��	��	���
�	�
�������	��������	�������!
���	��
	
��������	��	�����	������3�����	���	���	
���������	"�
	�����!
���	���
���	�
��������
��	���	�����
��	�������
�	���
�	��	��
	���
	���!
���
������	"����	����	�������
�	��	��
	�����	���
	������
�!����
�

������
��	"�
	�������	�
�
����
���	���	�����
���	��	��
�
	�������
�
����
�	�
�
��	��	������	��
������	A
���	��
	��	��
	����
��	������
�
����
���	,����	���	��	����
�	�	������
�����	������	88	�
�	�
��	��	��

������%�	����������	����	��
	���������	������	����	�	��
�����	���
�
��	��
�	J77	�
�	���	��	�
�	�	+�(���
	$�����	,�������
	�����	��	��	
��
��!


�	����	�����������	��	,����	����	����	�	J7�F	��������	��	��
	�
��	�
���
�
0�������
�����	��
	������
�	����
	��	��
	���	����
��	�����
	��
��	9����

������
��	���	��
��	���
	����	JK;	��	JG;	�
�	��<	�����	�����
	�
:;	�
�	�
��	�	:;K;�	��	��
	���
�	
��	��	
���	�����
���	��	��	��
	���!
���
��	���	����
�	��
	�����	"�
	��
�	��	������
�!�
�������	��	������!
����	����
�	��	��
	������
�����	��	�����
��
��	4���	
��
����	�����
��
�
����	��	��
	�������	����
���	�������	��
	�������	
�����
�	���	���	���

���
���	"�
	���������
�	������
�	�����	��	��������	���	��
	����
�����
�
�
�������	��	����	����
������	���	�
��������
�	��	���
����	��
	�
��
�
�
������	��	������
	����
��	��������	���	����	�����
�	*����
	���
�
��
��
�	��	��
	����
��	�����	�
����	���
	�����	��
�	���	��
	������	��
������3
	��
	�����3�����	��	���
�	C����������	��	�	����!���
�	������	��

:7��!�
����	������
��	����	��	�����3
	��
��	���
	���	���
	����������!
�	��	��
��	��
��	��	���
�
��	��	����
������	�����������	�������	�����	��	�
�!
���
	������
���	C��	�������
�	�����
	����	���
����	���	������������	�
����
�
��
	����
�	��	���
!����
�	�
���	��	�	�����	����	���	������	����
�
1�����
��	����
������	����	��	���	����	��	����
�	���
	��	����
�	���
�
�	�
����
��	 �������	 ����	���
	��
�����	 ��	 �
����	���������	��	 ��
��
������
��	�	�����	����	��	��
	�������	���
�	���	������
��
�	��	��
��
����
��	,���
�������	�
��!�����!���	���
	���
��
�	��
	���	�
��

�	����!
����	��	�
����
	���
��	���	��
	������
���	�����	���	���
	�����
��
���
��	����	����	��
	�
����
	�
���
�	�
��
���	

"����	���������
	��
�!�����	���������	���
	
��
�
�	��
	����
��	+��

�
�����	�����!���	���
	����	�����
�	��
	���	�	������	�����	�
��
��
��������
	��	��
��	�
���	������
��	���������	)��
!�����	�����
��
�
���
	�	��
��
�	���
�����	��	
�����
���	�
�
������	��
	��������
�	��	�	���!
����	��������	��	���
	�����
��
�	���
	���������
	���	���������
	��	�	���
�
������
�	���
�	$����	��
�!�����	������
�	���
	�
����
��	���	������
��	��
�
	�����
��
��	"�
	����
���	��	�	���
��	�
������	��	���	����!
�
��
�	��
������	����	��
�!�����	���
��	���
	�	 ����
�	���
����	��
��
	����
��	,�	��	����	���
	���	���	���	��
	���
�
��
��	���
!�����	����!
�
��
�	��	����	����	��
	��������������	��	��
��	�����
��
��	)�
�!�����
����	���	���
!�����	�����
��
�	���	���	�����	�����
��
�	��	�
��
	���!
���
��	�������	"�
	������������	�
����������	����	��
	�
���	����
	���
�
��	�
��
�	����	��	��
	���
����	��	�����	�����
��
��	��	��	����	��	�	�����
����������	���	���������	������
�	������	�	�������	��������	���
�	�����
�����
��
�	�	����
�����
	
��
	��	������
	�	���
�	������
�	���
	�
�
�
�����	����	��!����
	���	���!����
	���
��	���	����
�
	�����	������	��
�!
�����	������
��	���	�	�����
�	�
���
�	���
�	

�������	
���	�������������������������������������	������
 	��������������������������!

���������������� ��������� �!"#�!$!%

�9
.../�� &+, %�""*/�%0 #���%�-��6�����"�������H 5&�������)�������H ���������-��6�����"�����6

����	�����
0���53*0�?
!7(0�8((8(

&�)
*=8
�7(*��8)

����	���	
�����	

������������

���������� �����

4���	
��
����	�����
��
�	����	��	��
	����
����
��
	�������	
�����
�	���	���	���
	���
��

Recently, sudden protests erupted in
Gwadar against the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
Project. Slated to be an ‘upliftment

project’ for the people of Pakistan, it has
instead become a hallmark of Chinese
expansionism resulting in crushing the
rights of those very people who have host-
ed it. Due to Pakistan’s fragile governance
mechanisms, a weak economy marred with
corruption; the situation has turned grave.
The protestors were supported by the local
political groups and NGOs that had gen-
uine interests against the CPEC Project. The
Head of the ‘Give rights to Gwadar’ rally,
Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman, has often
been speaking on the rights of the people
of Gwadar.  Further, the role of the
National Party and Baloch Student
Organisation also has to be duly recognized
in raising their voices against injustice.
CPEC goes much beyond the commercial
corridor route. It has more penetrative,
severe effects on Pakistani society. 

First, the CPEC Project has a long belt
of ‘coastal enjoyment industry’, which will
supposedly have a vibrant nightlife with
luxury hotels, spas, theatres, golf courses.
Undoubtedly, the coastal land that would
be appropriated for this purpose has noth-
ing to do with Pakistan's small-scale farm-
ers or fishers. Instead, the facilities will
ensure ‘entertainment’ for the Chinese and
Pakistani retired Army personnel at the cost
of the fishing industry, which has a share
of 2 percent in Islamabad’s economy. 

The news of the Pakistani government
giving licenses to the Chinese fishing
trawlers has been around for quite some
time now. It is in addition to the Chinese
illegal and unregulated fishing in the
Arabian Sea even during the critical
spawning period. These trawlers possess
state of the art technology to fish, process
and store fisheries immediately, thereby
making the competition with the local fish-
ermen asymmetric in nature. These devel-
opments will surely leave behind a trail of
unemployment and poverty,resulting in
people moving towards drugs and human
trafficking.

Second, the CPEC has given immense
opportunities to grab huge pieces of fertile
agricultural land of the farmers. As the
world knows, Pakistan is by and large a
praetorian state, i.e., with the Army hav-
ing the upper hand in most of the govern-
ment's decisions. CPEC aimed to cover all
parts of food production and distribution
in the agricultural sector, ranging from
seeds and fertilizer manufacturing to stor-
age and transportation. However, the
Project is implemented through land
acquisitions under the direct supervision
of the Army. These acquisitions have been
without proper compensations and some-
times even without the consent of their
rightful owners. The usurped land is rent-
ed out further with ‘land rights’ to the
Chinese enterprises. In other cases, the agri-
cultural projects convert to Chinese private
corporations forging joint ventures with
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Pakistani companies. Also, when the
Pakistan-based private enterprises
own the land, the owner turns out
to be retired army personnel or
someone who holds influence via
the armed forces. It is for this rea-
son that the army land grabs has
been time and forth been brought
to the notice of the international
community by the judiciary of
Pakistan itself. In April 2021, the
Lahore High Court Chief Justice
Mohammad Qasim Khan went on
record to say that “the Army seems
to have become the biggest land
grabber in the country and .the uni-
form of the Army is for service and
not to rule as a king”. 

The CPEC Authority has decid-
ed to construct a fenced wall with
only one entry and exit point to
ensure that the voices are suppressed
and that international media does
not highlight the human rights
issue. The city would be guarded
fiercely with round-the-clock, AI-
enabled CCTV cameras and other
high technological types of equip-
ment providing ample surveillance.
Sources indicate that this wall is 30
kilometres in length and 10 feet
high. Further, Pakistan raised its
34th Light Infantry Division, also
known as Special Security Division
(SSD), to protect the CPEC. One
can hardly come across any other
such example where a loan Project
of “commercial importance”
requires raising a military Division.
The development has led to the
social alienation of the people of
Balochistan, Gwadar in particular
and will undoubtedly lead to a full-
blown violent conflict and demands
for secession. 

Agricultural and urban residen-

tial and commercial land appropri-
ation by the Army through conces-
sional purchases in the name of sup-
porting the economy has taken deep
inroads into its national character.
Various Military subsidies, such as
the National Logistics Cell and
Fauji Foundation, have at a rapid
pace nibbled out the civilian com-
petition in various sectors such as
cargo transportation, real estate, fer-
tilizers, oil and gas etc. With each
sector dominated by the Military,
CPEC only seems to augment a mil-
itary economy and the lust for land
grab. Given the times to come, the
farmers would have no legal stand-
ing over their land, and in the name
of securitizing the Project, it is
beyond doubt who will be the
actual owner. The Army thus has a
nation to itself which is shared with
the Chinese Army. On the other
hand, in China, the penetrative
extent of the Project is that it is often
called an ‘internal corridor’, and
hence, it would not be wrong to say
that it is a Military Project instead
of an economic one. 

Last year, Criminal Law
[Amendment] Bill 2020 was passed
that proscribed ridiculing, bringing
into disrepute or defaming Pakistan’s
armed forces or its members. Of
course, given the brewing discon-
tents and recent developments, the
role of this Bill is well understood.
Usually, the Uniform is accorded
much respect, and people world-
wide express their gratitude towards
their respective forces. The emerg-
ing role of the Pakistani Army now
seems to encapsulate the idea of
defending the Taliban and other
extremists apart from the Chinese
Project. It is now determining the

economic and social conditions of
the people in Pakistan, which will
hurt the geopolitical interests of the
region.  

Further, the military govern-
ment deepened the Baloch alien-
ation with the murder of Akbar
Khan Bugti in 2006, who at the time
of his death was 79 years old. The
killing of Mufti Hidayatullah in
2018, another Baloch leader, also
raised the intent of the Military pres-
ence in Balochistan. Early this year,
a Pakistani army Major General
Ayman Bilal, confessed TO China’s
role in suppressing the Baloch
movement and the Sino-Pak inten-
tions against Iran’s activities in
Balochistan. The CPEC and hous-
ing societies predominantly being
given to the Pakistan Army person-
nel probably intend to replace
Balochs with the Pakistani Punjabis
to contain the Baloch independence
movement. 

So closely related to this land
plunder is a geopolitical question.
Where does more land come from
to settle the new batch of military
officers who retire every year? The
answer to this question lies in the
current Afghan conundrum. In
case the Afghan corridor is integrat-
ed with CPEC, then where do the
Afghan people go? It seems that the
Afghan refugee crisis would be a
problem of Europe and Russia and
not a Sino-Pak one. The appoint-
ment of new ISI Chief Lt. Gen
Nadeem Anjum, who was previous-
ly the awardee of ‘Mohsin e
Balochistan’, sets the agenda for
Afghan ‘land grabs’ and increased
suppression of the Baloch and the
Afghan people. More mess, it seems,
awaits the region. 

(The writer is an Assistant
Professor at Central

University of Punjab,
Bathinda. The views

expressed are personal.)

Radicalisation that is
being felt in India of the
present can be attributed

to the growing persuasion of
the Hanbali school in the
country by way of the revival
of groups such as the Popular
Front of India (PFI). Although
PFI—whose top leadership
are primarily from Kerala—
deny the allegation that the
organisation has any truck
with the Hanbali school
(another name for Wahabi
and/or Salafi), the fact of the
matter is that they have been
radicalising Indian Muslims
towards the conservative strain
of Islam whatever be the
denominations. 

The Hifazat-e-Islam
Bangladesh (HIB) and Islami
Andolan Bangladesh (IOB)—
Islamist formations that have
re-emerged in current times

and are becoming increasing-
ly active after the Taliban
takeover of Bangladesh—are
close associates of PFI. The
HIB and IOB are working
inside Bangladesh as over-
ground activists of al-Qaeda
and ISIS affiliated organisa-
tions such as Jama’atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB) and Ansarullah Bangla
Team (ABT). Bowing to
immense pressure from the
Counter-Terrorism and
Transnational Crime appara-
tus of Bangladesh, both JMB
and ABT have curtailed their
activity for the present, prop-
ping up instead its surrogates
by way of HIB and IOB. The
stratagem is simple. The
methodology is to instill a
sense of complacence in the
establishment that JMB and
ABT has disappeared. The

reality is that they have activat-
ed “Op Confusion” in
Bangladesh as well as rejuve-
nated Islamism in Bangladesh.

Indeed, the timeline of
the Islamist threat is quite
simple. The author was able to
plot a perceptible timeline
during the period of his
advanced research in the
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, USA.
The study unearthed a “pro-
gression of wave” in the modus
operandi of Islamist action
which incidentally would
never cease until the end of

time: the “transformative
moment in Islam” is going to
be never-ending. In fact, the
manner in which the United
States-led coalition has sought
to de-territorialise ISIS from
the area that the latter had
occupied in order to sustain
the neo-caliphate has ascer-
tained that the “war against the
infidels” would now not only
be a ceaseless one but an
accelerated course of action. 

The point that is being
made is that although ISIS has
experienced territorial defeat
it has been able to confuse the
enemy with its continual sub-
terfuges, turning disadvan-
tages into advantages. A clear-
eyed analysis would, therefore,
bring to the fore the simplici-
ty with which the Islamists are
readying themselves for the
next onslaught. 

Therefore, whereas there
was exhibition of massive vio-
lent movement and radicalisa-
tion between 1999 and 2005
which the author describes as
the “First Wave”, the “Second
Wave” began with the “oath of
allegiance” or Bay’ah by groups
such as JMB and ABT to ISIS
in the wake of the formation
of the neo-caliphate of Abu
Bakr-al-Baghdadi. The territo-
rial setbacks witnessed persis-
tent “lone-wolf ” attacks
throughout the world includ-
ing places such as Orlando and
Nice and observers of Islamist
action in Bangladesh would
recall the “hostage situation” in
Dhaka on July 1, 2016 and the
machete killings and suicide
bombings of the years follow-
ing the event. The new “call to
arms” was to decimate the infi-
del wherever found as the

hijrah was no longer an unde-
manding affair. However,
relentless action by the
Bangladesh security forces
against the Islamists have qui-
etened the radicals momentar-
ily and the “battle” has been—
temporarily—handed over to
the good offices of HIB and
IOB who are keeping the
movement alive by demanding
aspects such as the enactment
of “Blasphemy Laws”.

However, with the almost
total territorial ouster of ISIS
from the areas that it had occu-
pied in Iraq and Syria the strat-
egy is about to witness a sea
change. Egged on by al-Qaeda
and ISIS which is already
inside India, its affiliates
(including PFI) would throw
open the gates of radicalism
and don a form that would be
hitherto the most menacing. It

would be a combination of a)
mass recruitment b) protests
against acts, laws and ministra-
tion that a combined grouping
of radicals considers un-
Islamic—bringing thereby into
their fold fence-sitters and
moderates among the minor-
ity community and c) let loose
sophisticated forms of vio-
lence that most agencies would
not be able to even imagine. 

Memories of Shakira, wife
of Rashedur Rahman Sumon,
a hardcore pro-ISIS, Neo-JMB
cadre blowing herself up with
her infant in her lap on 26
December 26, 2016 should be
sufficient proof about the man-
ner in which an “aping-exer-
cise” would be engendered by
Indian counterparts in what
the author presages as the
dawn of the “Third wave” of
Radicalisation.
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(The writer is a conflict analyst
and author of Terror Sans

Frontiers: Islamist Militancy in
North East India. The views

expressed are personal.)



�������10���������������� ��������� �!"#�!$!%

���� ��������	

On the occasion of
Constitution Day, Ministry of

Women and Child Development
and UN Women India commem-
orated India’s constitutional his-
tory and contributions of the
great women visionaries, with a
commitment to uphold the fun-
damentals of equal and just repub-
lic that is enshrined in the coun-
try’s foundational charter. 

In her keynote address Union
Minister, Ministry of Women and
Child Development, Smriti Irani,
said, “We've had the opportunity
to honour the excellence and
determination of so many women
of India, especially those women
of history who took part in writ-
ing the Indian Constitution. This
constitution was not given to us.
We gave it to ourselves. Let us
remind ourselves on Constitution
Day the things the Indian
Constitution stands for - justice to
all, appeasement to none.” 

Secretary, Ministry of Women
and Child Development, Indevar
Pandey, Anita Bhatia, Assistant
Secretary-General & Deputy
Executive Director, UN
Coordination, Partnerships,
Resources and Sustainability, UN
Women, Susan Jane Feruguson,
UN Women India Country
Representative were present on the
occasion.
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Apassenger from SpiceJet
flight SG 8169 (Guwahati-

Delhi) was offloaded on
Sunday (November 28) after
he repeatedly got up from his
seat and caused a ruckus.
Other passengers told the
crew that they refuse to fly
with the man on board.  The
passenger was identified as
one Ajay Gaur who was flying
from Guwahati to Delhi on
flight SG 8169.

Reportedly, after the plane
took off, Gaur began scream-
ing that this would probably
be his “last journey” and that
he would die on the flight.
The passenger also claimed
that his “assassin” was also on
the flight and pleaded with the
other passengers to “save
him”.

After creating ruckus and
allegedly hitting crew mem-
bers of the plane, the co-pas-
sengers stood up and com-
plained that they were not pre-
pared to fly with Gaur.  The
passenger was then deplaned
from the plane and handed
over to the CISF ORT team at
Borjhar’s Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International

Airport.
According to a SpiceJet

spokesperson, "After repeated
attempts to pacify him failed
and co-passengers told the
crew that they were not ready
to fly with the said passenger
on board. The aircraft was
brought back to the bay where
airport security officials along
with SpiceJet staff deplaned
the passenger and handed
him over to the CISF (Central
Industrial Security Force)."

Earlier in July this year,
Air India offloaded a man on
board its flight bound to
Hyderabad from Muscat at
Vijayawada International
Airport for allegedly misbe-
having with a woman passen-
ger.  Identif ied as K.
Lakshman, 45, the person
hails from Kamareddy in
Telangana state. He boarded
the Air India flight in Muscat
to reach Hyderabad via
Vijayawada. However, as he
allegedly started misbehav-
ing with a woman passenger
sitting in front of his seat,
Lakshman was made to dis-
embark at Vijayawada.
Authorities at the airport
handed him over to
Gannavaram police.
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Given the strategic impor-
tance of the Indian Ocean

region, the navies of India, Sri
Lanka and Maldives are
engaged in an intense multi-
lateral maritime exercise
named ‘Colombo Security
Conclave Focused Operation.’ 

It is the maiden two-day
exercise of this nature between
the lead Maritime Security
Agencies of India, Maldives
and Sri Lanka ending on
Sunday, navy officials said here
on Sunday.

Giving details of the exer-
cise, they said ships and aircraft
of Indian Navy, Maldives
National Defence Force and Sri
Lankan Navy are participating
and operating over a vast area in

the Exclusive Economic Zones
(EEZ) of the three countries in
the Southern Arabian Sea.

A trilateral Table Top
Exercise between the three
navies was conducted on July
14 and 15 July this year.  The
three countries had partici-
pated in the 5th Deputy
National Security Advisors
(NSA) – level meeting of
Colombo Security Conclave
on August four wherein ways
of enhancing maritime securi-
ty cooperation in the Indian
Ocean Region were deliberat-
ed upon.

The ‘CSC Focused
Operation’ is being conducted
with an aim of keeping this vital
part of the Indian Ocean
Region safe and secure for
commercial shipping, interna-

tional trade and conduct of
legitimate maritime activities.

The exercise will help build
understanding and interoper-
ability between the lead mar-
itime security agencies, and
facilitate institution of measures
to prevent and suppress
transnational crimes in the
region. It will further enhance
the operational synergy by
exchange of information and
conduct of coordinated oper-
ations to handle maritime inci-
dents and accidents.

The conduct of ‘CSC
Focused Operation’ exemplifies
the deep trilateral engagement
between India, Maldives and
Sri Lanka, and emphasises
their commitment to promote
peace, and security in the
region, officials said.
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Alow pressure system is like-
ly to develop over south

Andaman Sea around
November 29-30, which might
intensify into the current
cyclone season’s first cyclone
over the Bay of Bengal (BoB) in
the 2021 post-monsoon season.
In its latest weather bulletin, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said that a
low pressure area is likely to
form over the south Andaman
Sea around November 30 and
this system is likely to become
more marked and move west-
northwestwards during subse-
quent 48 hours. This has the
potential to intensify into a
cyclonic storm in due course. 

“Under its influence, iso-
lated heavy rainfall has been
predicted for Andaman and
Nicobar Islands on November
30. Rainfall is likely to increase
over North Coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha from the
night of December 3,” the IMD
said.

October to December is
among the favourable months
for the development of cyclones
in the Bay of Bengal and the
Arabian Sea.This year, no
cyclonic storm formed over the
Bay of Bengal in October and
November.

The last such storm over
the bay was cyclone Gulab in
late September when the south-
west monsoon was still active
over the region. Cyclone Gulab
made landfall over north
Andhra Pradesh on September
26. Later, the remnants of the
storm entered the Arabian Sea
and intensified into a severe
cyclone, Shaheen.

About 80 cyclones are
formed around the world
annually, out of which five are
formed in the Bay of Bengal
and the Arabian Sea, together
known as the North Indian
Ocean. India’s east and west
coasts are prone to cyclones
with the maximum associated
hazards—rain, heavy winds
and storm surge— faced by
coastal districts of West Bengal,
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.”
Cyclones in the North Indian
Ocean are bi-modal in nature,

that is, they occur during two
seasons— April to June (pre-
monsoon) and October to
December (post-monsoon). Of
these, May and November
remain the most conducive
for the development of
cyclones,” IMD said.

The IMD has also issued
an orange alert for coastal dis-
tricts in south Andhra Pradesh
and north Tamil Nadu as the
rain continued in the two
southern states with the activ-
ity expected to reduce over
Tamil Nadu by the end of this
month.An orange alert usual-
ly indicates heavy rain accom-
panied by thunderstorms and
lightning. The Puducherry gov-
ernment declared holiday for
all schools and colleges in
Puducherry and Karaikal
regions on November 29 and
30 in view of the incessant
rains.
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Haryana has slashed the
value added tax on avia-

tion turbine fuel to 1 per cent,
making it the fifth State to
reduce the levy on the fuel. In
a series of tweets, Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Sunday expressed his grat-
itude to Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
for the prompt action on reduc-
ing the VAT on jet fuel to 1 per
cent and said the move will also
set an example for other states
to follow.

Scindia also noted that the
decision will boost air connec-
tivity and economic develop-
ment in Haryana. "With this,
Haryana becomes the 8th
State/UT to slash the tax rate
after Andaman & Nicobar
Islands, J&K, Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, MP & Tripura,"
he said. Scindia has been
requesting states to reduce
taxes on jet fuel, which
accounts for a major chunk of
the operational costs of an air-
line.

On November 18, the min-
ister had said that seven states
and Union Territories have
slashed their VAT on ATF and
that he was expecting more
states to follow suit.With the
current tax structure on ATF,
"you cannot have a robust civil
aviation sector. I am very clear
on that," he had said.
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The Border Security Force (BSF) has
handed over a Pakistani national

who inadvertently entered Indian terri-
tory in Gurdaspur, Punjab to its Pak coun-
terpart Pakistan Rangers as a goodwill
gesture.

"On November 26, 2021, alert
Border Security Force troops observed
that one Pak National  crossed
International Boundary, entered inside
India and further moved towards Border
Security Fencing in the area of respon-
sibility (AOR) of 73 Battalion of BSF,
Gurdaspur sector," the BSF said in a
statement.

Sensing the threat and to stop the mis-
adventure, troops challenged him. The Pak
intruder stopped and subsequently was
apprehended by BSF, it said. 

During questioning, it came to notice
that he had crossed over Indian territory
inadvertently. Nothing objectionable was
recovered from him, it further said. 

The BSF approached Pakistan Rangers
and lodged protest on the matter.
Thereafter, on request of Pakistan Rangers,
the said apprehended Pakistani national
was handed over to Pak Rangers at about
Saturday.

He was an inadvertent border cross-
er and on humanitarian grounds, the BSF
decided to hand him over to the Pak
Rangers. 

During this year, 16 Pakistan inad-
vertent border crossers have been hand-
ed over to Pakistan Rangers by Border
Security Force, 

Punjab Frontier on humanitarian
grounds and goodwill gesture, it added.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday lauded

the 'Ayushman Bharat" scheme
which, he said, is "proving to be
a boon for the poor", empha-
sised on innovation and "can
do spirit" and  praised the
armed forces saying the 50th-
anniversary celebrations of
India's victory over Pakistan in
the 1971 war will take place
next month.

Modi also cautioned
against being casual about
Civid19 behaviour saying the
pandemic has yet  not made itrs
exit from the country.

Addressing  his  83rd
episode of  monthly 'Mann Ki
Baat' radio programme, Modi
said, "The country celebrates
Navy Day and Armed Forces
Flag Day in December. We all
know that on December 16,
the country is celebrating the
golden jubilee year of the
1971 war."

"On this occasion, I want
to remember our armed
forces ,  our soldiers .
Especially, the brave mothers
who gave birth to these
heroes," he said

He also highlighted the
significance of places like Jhansi
and Bundelkhand in India's
freedom struggle. "Heroes like
Rani Laxmibai and Jhalkari Bai

belong from here. These
regions have also gifted us
Khel Ratna like Major Dhyan
Chand,"  said the Prime
Minister.

In his second last radio
address of 2021 ,Modi asked
youth to innovate and show
determination an "Can Do
spirit" to achieve their goals and
setting up startups.

" In every country with a
large youth population, three
aspects matter a lot.
Sometimes, it becomes the
true identity of the youth. The
first aspect is - ideas and inno-
vation. The second is the spir-
it of taking risks and the third
is the ‘Can Do’ spirit. This is the
era of start-ups and it is also
true that today India is leading

the way in the world of start-
ups", he said.

Modi interacted with peo-
ple who benefited with the
'Ayushman Bharat' health
scheme and heard how they
cured themselves of heart and
knee ailments without spend-
ing any money.

" 'Ayushman Bharat
scheme is the biggest boon to
poor and their well-being",
Modi said.

He asked people to connect
with nature and cited examples
as to how people pioneered,
resurrected and preserved  it in
their respective areas.

"There was a river in Jalaun
called Noon river. Gradually,
the river came to brink of
extinction. This created a cri-

sis for farmers in the area. The
people of Jalaun this year
formed a committee and
revived the river. This is an
example of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas’ , he said

The PM said "When we
conserve nature, it blesses us
with sustenance and protection
in return.”

BJP president J P Nadda
who listened the  radio talk,
described 'Mann ki Baat' as a
"unique non-political address"
by the Prime Minister and
said it inspires everybody. In
the BJP National Executive
this month, Nadda had asked
party workers to institutionalise
the ' Mann ki baat' programme
at  booth levels across the
country.
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Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan wrote to Lok Sabha

Speaker Om Birla on Sunday to
ease the restrictions imposed
on media to ensure free and fair
coverage of proceedings of
parliament during the Winter
Session commencing Monday.

Raising the issue of restric-
tions on media, the Congress
leader said during the past
one and a half years, a major-
ity of the media people were
denied access to the Press
Gallery and interactions with
parliamentarians on the pretext
of pandemic guidelines. 

While malls, restaurants,
cinema halls, marketplace and
other public places have been
opened due to the withdrawal of
the Covid-19 curbs, the restric-
tions imposed during the pan-

demic are still on for the media
persons as far as covering the
proceedings of the Parliament is
concerned, he pointed out. 

"It is definitely against the
spirit of parliamentary democ-
racy. I am concerned that there
is a dangerous trend emerging to
isolate parliament and parlia-
mentarians from media scrutiny. 

"In view of the above, I
appeal to you to ease the restric-
tions on the media persons in the
Parliament complex and they
should be allowed access to
Press Gallery and all necessary
facilities may be provided to
them to cover parliament pro-
ceedings in a free and fair man-
ner," he said in his letter to the
Speaker.

The winter session of
Parliament starts from Monday
and will continue till December
23.
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The Enforcement
Directorate has summoned

Amazon India head Amit
Agarwal next week over alleged
irregularities in a deal with
Future Group. The agency has
also summoned the senior
executives of the Future Group.

The executives have been
summoned along with docu-
ments under the provisions of
the Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA),
sources said.

Amazon India head
Agarwal, some other senior
officials of the company and
those of the Future Group
have been called, the sources
said.

The investigation is being
conducted under various sec-
tions of the FEMA after the
federal agency received a com-
munication from the
Commerce Ministry early this
year seeking "necessary action"

against e-commerce players
like Amazon and Flipkart per-
taining to certain multi-brand
retail businesses and an obser-
vation made by the Delhi High
Court in relation to Amazon.

The HC had said that the
attempt made by the US-based
firm to control Future Retail
through a conflation of agree-
ments it has with an unlisted
unit of the Indian company will
be considered as violative of the
FEMA and foreign direct
investment (FDI) rules.

The executives have been
asked to join so that investiga-
tion can be taken forward.
The agency has gathered details
from the documents submitted
by the companies earlier and
other sources over the last few

months, agency sources said.
An Amazon spokesperson

said they were examining the
ED summons.

"We are in receipt of sum-
mons issued by the ED in
connection with the Future
Group. As we have just
received the summons, we are
examining it and will respond
within the given time frame,"
the spokesperson said in a
statement. The Kishore Biyani-
led Future Group did not
respond to the queries over the
development.

Amazon and Future
Group have been battling it out
in courts after the Kishore
Biyani-led group in August last
year agreed to sell its assets to
billionaire Mukesh Ambani's

Reliance Retail on a slump sale
basis for Rs 24,500 crore.

Earlier this month, a pro-
moter entity of Future Retail
Ltd (FRL) had been asked by
the ED to provide documents
pertaining to the 2019 deal
with Amazon. FRL had noted
that it has not received any
direction to provide any doc-
ument.

The independent direc-
tors of FRL have approached
the Competition Commission
of India (CCI), urging it to
revoke the approval it had
given to the Amazon-FCPL
deal in 2019, alleging the e-
commerce major of making
false statements before it.

Amazon has also written
to the independent directors of
FRL, alleging "significant
financial irregularities", and
said this warrants a "thorough
and independent examination"
of relevant facts and related
party transactions between
FRL and other Future Group
entities.

It has also reached out to
CCI, requesting it to "act in aid
of the binding injunctions
operating against FRL, FCPL
and the Biyanis, in terms of the
EA (emergency arbitrator)
Order and the Order on Vacate
Application and recall the
Observation Letters forthwith".
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India will soon have a new National
Tourism Policy in keeping with the

Covid-induced new norms that have
changed the way people travel within the
country and abroad.

"Just when we were ramping up the
tourism policy, Covid-19 crisis came
bringing many challenges but it has also
brought opportunities. We are now
again deliberating on how the policy is
framed in keeping with the global stan-
dards to be followed in the Covid-era,"
ADG  from the Union Tourism
Ministry, Rupinder Brar told The Pioneer
on the sidelines of the second day of the
three-day International Tourism Mart
being held here at the picturesque cap-
ital of Nagaland. 

The Mart aims to showcase the
Northeast region as a tourist hotspot as

well boost its tourism potential as a part
of the government's 'look east policy.'

She explained that focus is now on
product, process and promotion where
technology including the digital one will
play a key role in keeping with people's
needs during the Covid era.

"Tourists are looking for contactless
facilities, for instance both to drive book-
ings and to facilitate safe travel." 

She also pointed out that Staycations
are becoming a way of travel in post-
Covid era. Tourists are looking for
open spaces and travelling in smaller
groups preferably with family or close
friends as a safety measure.

During the event, various State
Governments from the region made pre-
sentations and discussed several aspects
of tourism and how they plan to boost the
sector which has huge revenue and
employment generation potential. 
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Telecom industry body
COAI is learnt to have

asked the government to cut
the base price of spectrum by
more than half, for the pro-
posed auction especially for 5G
services, according to industry
sources.

In the first auction of
radio airwaves in five years in
March 2021, the government
offered 2,308.80 MHz of spec-
trum in seven bands, at a
reserve price of nearly �4 lakh
crore.

However, airwaves in the
premium 700 MHz and 2,500
MHz bands went unsold main-
ly due to high base price.

The Government could
not put 3.3-3.6 Ghz frequency
range for auction as it could not
get it vacated in time and the
base price of the radio waves in
the spectrum band was termed
to be very expensive for 5G ser-
vices.

“COAI has asked the
Government for a drastic cut in
spectrum price for the prolif-
eration of digital connectivity
and specially for ushering 5G

services. It has requested the
government to reduce the base
price by more than half in the
proposed spectrum auction,” a
telecom operator representative
told PTI.

The proposed spectrum
auction is likely to be held in
the April-June quarter of 2022.

The Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI)
declined to comment on the
matter.

Representatives of two
separate telecom operators
quoted different figures on the
scale of reduction demanded
by the industry body, but con-
curred on the view that the
COAI has sought to slash spec-
trum price by more than half.

One representative said it
is to the tune of 50-60 per cent
and the other senior official of
another telecom operator men-
tioned 60-70 per cent.

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) had
recommended a base price
fixed at �492 crore per mega-
hertz for spectrum in 3.3-3.6
Ghz.

Telecom operators inter-
ested in buying radio waves for
5G will have to shell out a min-
imum of �9,840 crore on pan-
India basis to buy spectrum in
3,300-3,600 Mhz band as Trai
has suggested that it “should be
put to auction in the block size
of 20 MHz”.

In May, the Government
allocated spectrum to the tele-
com companies for trials across
various locations for six
months in the 700 Mhz band,
3.3-3.6 Gigahertz (Ghz) band
and 24.25-28.5 Ghz band.

At present 5G trials are
going on in the country. The
Department of Telecom has
extended the trial period to
May 2022, or till the time
spectrum auction results are
out, whichever is earlier.
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The IT ministry will cele-
brate ‘Azadi Ka Digital

Mahotsav’ from November 29
to December 5, marking a
week-long series of events and
activities to showcase India’s
achievements in the digital
space and outline road map for
future, an official release said
on Sunday.

The event would high-
light how digital technologies
are transforming all sectors of
the economy, impacting the
socio-cultural, political and
economic landscape, and

underline the spirit of self-
reliance in the digital sector.

The event will be attend-
ed by Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Minister for Electronics and IT,
Railways and
Communications, and Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, Minister of
State for Electronics and IT and
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship.

It will also be attended by
senior officials from the
Central Ministries and
Departments, States and UTs
and industry representatives.

“MEITY to celebrate
‘Azadi Ka Digital Mahotsav’

from 29 November to 5
December, 2021,” the state-
ment said.

The key themes of events
scheduled during the week are
Digital India, making India
Aatmanirbhar in Electronics
System Design and
Manufacturing, empowering
common service centres, mak-
ing India Aatmanirbhar in
Swadeshi Compute Designs,
citizen engagement by MyGov
and Digital Payments Utsav. 

The events during week-
long conference will include
plenary sessions, panel discus-
sions, and exhibitions. 
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State-owned Punjab National
Bank (PNB) has put up a

Madhya Pradesh-based steel
and agriculture company for
sale to recover its outstanding
of nearly �200 crore.

The National Steel and
Agro Industries Ltd has a bal-
ance outstanding of �199.90
crore to the bank.

“We intend to place the
account for sale to
ARCs/NBFCs/other banks/FIs,
on the terms and conditions
stipulated in the bank’s policy,
in line with the regulatory
guidelines,” PNB said in an auc-
tion notification.

The lender has set the
reserve price (on cash basis) at
� 95 crore for the sale process.

For the prospective bid-
der to expedite the process of
due diligence exercise and for
verification purposes of the

buyer, the bank said it will
make all possible efforts to
bring copies of documents at
one place.

However, the bank at its
sole discretion may withdraw
the account offered for sale,
without assigning any reasons,
it  PNB has set December 8 as
the last date for completion of
due diligence exercise. The last
date of submission of binding
bids is December 9, while the
date for opening of bids is fixed
as December 10, 2021.

New Delhi:Foreign portfolio
investors (FPI) have pumped in
a net sum of �5,319 crore in
Indian capital markets despite a
massive correction seen in equi-
ties over the last fortnight.  In
October, they were net sellers to
the tune of �12,437 crore.As per
depositories data, overseas
investors put in a net � 1,400
crore into equities and �3,919
crore into the debt segment
between November 1-26. This
translated into total net invest-
ment of � 5,319 crore. “Since
FPIs have been holding large
quantity of banking stocks, they
have been major sellers in this
segment. Sustained selling has
made banking stocks attractive
from the valuation perspec-
tive,” said VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services. He
further noted that sharp cor-
rection in the market on 26th
November has been mainly
triggered by concerns arising
out of the new strainof the virus
spotted in South Africa,
Botswana and Hong Kong. 
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Petrol and diesel prices will
be reduced only if the cur-

rent drop in international oil
prices is sustained for a few
more days, as domestic retail
prices are fixed on a 15-day
rolling average, official sources
said.

Global benchmark Brent
crude oil prices remained large-
ly range bound at around USD
80 to 82 per barrel, levels dur-
ing November (till November
25).On Friday, November 26,
prices fell by around USD 4 per
barrel till Asian timestamp.
However, subsequently after
the opening of the US market,
with the drastic sell off in
Brent Futures, prices fell further
by around USD 6 to close at
USD 72.91 a barrel at ICE
London. Sources said, this
seems like a knee jerk reaction
from fears that the new Covid-
19 variant discovered in
Southern Africa might damp-
en economic growth and trig-
ger another demand slump.

State-owned fuel
retailers Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) revise petrol and diesel
prices on a daily basis.

But this revision is based
on the average benchmark
international fuel rate in the
previous fortnight. So, the price
on Sunday is decided by the
average in the previous 15-days.

“Natural expectation from
the drop in rates on Friday is
that retail pump rates will also
go down. But that is not how
retail rates move. Since the
international oil prices have
been range bound in most of
November, the drop on Friday
when averaged out with the
previous fortnight does not
translate into any significant
change.

“Only when the fall in
rates is sustained for a few more
days will we see a reduction in
retail petrol and diesel prices,”
a source said.
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As many as 438 infrastruc-
ture projects, each worth

�150 crore or more, have been
hit by cost overruns totalling
more than �4.34 lakh crore,
according to a report.

The Ministry of Statistics
and Programme
Implementation monitors
infrastructure projects worth �
150 crore and above. Of the
1,680 such projects, 438 report-
ed cost overruns and 539 were
delayed.

“Total original cost of
implementation of the 1,680
projects was �21,74,182.86
crore and their anticipated
completion cost is likely to be
�26,08,330.02 crore, which
reflects overall cost overruns of
�4,34,147.16 crore (19.97 per
cent of original cost),” the min-
istry’s latest report for October
2021 said.  

According to the report,
the expenditure incurred on
these projects till October
2021 is �12,64,545.31 crore,
which is 48.48 per cent of the
anticipated cost of the pro-
jects.  However, the report said
that the number of delayed
projects decreases to 377 if
delay is calculated on the
basis of the latest schedule of
completion.

Further, for 837 projects
neither the year of commis-
sioning nor the tentative ges-
tation period has been report-
ed.

Out of the 539 delayed
projects, 98 have overall delay
in the range of 1-12 months,
109 have been delayed for 13-
24 months, 211 for 25-60
months and 121 projects have
delays of 61 months and above.

The average time overrun
in these 539 delayed projects is
47.16 months.

New Delhi: The customers of
16 stressed cooperative banks
will get up to � 5 lakh deposit
insurance cover on Monday
from the Reserve Bank of
India's (RBIs) subsidiary
DICGC as part of its mandate
under a new law.

The Deposit Insurance and
Credit Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC) had earlier prepared
a list of 21 banks but five,
including Punjab &
Maharashtra Co-Operative
Bank (PMC Bank), are out of
the list as they are either in
merger process or out of the
moratorium.

The Parliament in August
passed the Deposit Insurance
and Credit Guarantee
Corporation (Amendment)
Bill, 2021 ensuring that account
holders get up to � 5 lakh with-
in 90 days of the RBI imposing
a moratorium on the banks.
Following the enactment, the
Government has notified
September 1, 2021 as the date
on which the provisions of the
Act would come into force. 

The mandated 90 days
from the notified date comes to
an end on November 29, 2021.

The depositors of these banks,
who have not yet submitted
their claims, are advised to con-
tact the respective banks, a
public notice from DICGC
said.  

"The claims should be sup-
ported by officially valid doc-
uments of identity and written
consent to receive the amount
lying in credit of their deposit
account (willingness declara-
tion) subject to a maximum of
�5 lakh along with alternate
bank account details into which
the said amount may be cred-
ited," it said.

Depositors submitting
valid documents, as mentioned
above, will be paid by credit to
the alternate bank account
specified by depositors or on
their consent, to their Aadhaar
linked bank account, it said.

For the second
phase, the last date for sub-
mission of documents is
December 10, 2021 while date
of payment is December 31,
2021, it added. Besides PMC
Bank, depositors of Hindu Co-
Op Bank Ltd, Pathankot of
Punjab, Rupee Co-Operative
Bank Ltd and Needs Of Life

Co-Operative Bank Ltd from
Maharashtra and Bidar Mahila
Urban Co-Op Bank Ltd of
Karnataka are out of this.  It is
to be noted that the RBI had in
June given in-principle
approval to a consortium of
Centrum Financial Services
and fintech startup BharatPe to
acquire the stressed PMC Bank.

Clearing decks for the
takeover, the RBI in October
gave licence for small finance
bank to the consortium.
Recently, the DICGC said there
may be a need to invoke the
provisions of Section 18 A (7)
(a) of the Deposit Insurance
and Credit Guarantee
Corporation (Amendment)
Act, 2021.

As per the Section 18 A (7)
(a) of the Act, if a stressed bank
is under the resolution process,
the period for disbursement of
�5 lakh can be further extend-
ed by 90 days.

Last year, the Government
increased the insurance cover
on deposits by five times to �
5 lakh. The enhanced deposit
insurance cover of � 5 lakh
came into effect from February
4, 2020.                   (PTI)
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The Reserve Bank of India’s  (RBI’s) recent
notification on income recognition, asset

classification, and provisioning norms for
banks, non-banking financial institutions
(NBFCs)  and all-India financial institutions may
lead to a sharp spike in the non-performing

assets (NPAs) for non-banking finance compa-
nies, ICRA said on Sunday.

On November 12, the central bank had said
that classification of special mention accounts
and non-performing accounts should be done
on a day-end position basis and upgraded from
an NPA to standard category only after clear-
ance of all outstanding overdues.
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concern ‘Omicron’.

The Centre has asked all States and
UTs to focus on intensive containment,
active surveillance, enhanced testing,
monitoring of hotspots and increased cov-
erage of vaccination and augmentation of
health infrastructure. In a letter to Modi,
the Delhi Chief Minister urged him to stop
international flights from countries affect-
ed by the new Corona variant. “Our
country has fought a tough fight against
Corona for the last one-and-a- half years.
We should do everything possible to pre-
vent the new variant of concern, recently
recognised by the WHO, from entering
India. A number of countries, including the
European Union (EU), have suspended
travel to the affected regions. I urge you
to stop flights from these regions with
immediate effect. Any delay in this regard
may prove harmful if any affected person
enters India,” Kejriwal said in the letter. The
Karnataka government has requested the
Centre to impose a travel ban on passen-
gers coming from South Africa, Hong
Kong and Botswana in view of the detec-
tion of Omicron, Chief Minister Bommai
said.

The BMC has also imposed new
restrictions on international passengers
travelling from or transiting through
South Africa, Hong Kong and Botswana.
All air passengers will have to undergo
mandatory RT-PCR tests at the Mumbai
Airport. If a traveller tests positive for
Covid-19, they will be sent to institution-
al quarantine and the samples will be sent
for genome sequencing. Until recently, a
passenger testing positive was sent to home
quarantine. All passengers arriving at the
Mumbai airport will have to get their pass-
port scrutinised at the immigration
counter for travel history of the last two
weeks.

Earlier this week, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation issued an order allowing sched-
uled international flights to and from all
countries considered “not at risk” with
effect from December 15. The Ministry
said that passengers from countries in “at
risk” category would require to follow addi-
tional measures following their arrival in
India, including testing for coronavirus dis-
ease. The countries kept in ‘at risk’ cate-
gory are – the UK, South Africa, Brazil,
Bangladesh, Botswana, China, Mauritius,
New Zealand, Zimbabwe, Singapore, Hong
Kong and Israel.
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in revised travel guidelines for international
passengers in view of ‘Omicron’.

Passengers will have to submit a self-
declaration form on the online Air Suvidha
portal and include travel history for the
past two weeks. They will also be required
to upload a negative Covid-19 RT-PCR test
report, which should have been conduct-
ed within 72 hours of the journey. A dec-
laration with respect to the authenticity of
the Covid test report will also be required,
manipulated reports will make the pas-
senger liable for criminal prosecution.

The new guidelines will come into
effect from December 1, 2021. 

Travellers from 12 at-risk countries will
be subjected to testing and extra surveil-
lance. They will need to take the Covid test
post-arrival and wait for results at the air-
port before leaving or taking any con-
necting flights. If the test is negative, they’ll
follow home quarantine for 7 days, re-test
on the 8th day and if negative again, fur-
ther self-monitor for the next 7 days.
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new, and potentially more contagious vari-
ant, was first reported to the World Health
Organization (WHO) from South Africa on
November 24. It has since been identified
in Botswana, Belgium, Hong Kong and Israel
among other countries.

On Friday, it was designated a Variant
of Concern’ by the WHO, which named it
Omicron. A ‘Variant of Concern’ is the
WHO’s top category of worrying Covid-19
strain. 
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Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
Anand Sharma from the Congress, TR
Baalu and Tiruchi Siva from the DMK,
Sharad Pawar from the NCP, Vinayak
Raut from the Shiv Sena, Ramgopal
Yadav from the Samajwadi Party, Satish
Mishra from the BSP, Prasanna Acharya
from the BJD and National Conference
leader Farooq Abdullah.

“We were expecting the Prime
Minister to attend the meeting and share
something with us. We wanted to ask
more about the farm laws as there are
some apprehensions that these three farm
laws may come back in some other form,”

said Kharge after the meet.
The Congress demanded that com-

pensation be paid to the families of farm-
ers who passed away during the protest.
The fuel price rise and tensions with
China at the Line of Actual Control were
also raised by the Congress. Several par-
ties also renewed their demands for the
early passage of the Women’s Reservation
Bill. With many floor leaders pointing out
that Bills are not being discussed at the
standing committee, Rajnath Singh said
that the Government is ready to refer the
Bills to the parliamentary committees for
detailed discussion.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi denied that the Prime
Minister violated a tradition by skipping
the all-party meet. Left parties had
raised the issue of the Prime Minister
absenting himself from the important
meeting.

“There was no tradition of the Prime
Minister attending the all-party meeting.
It was started by Modiji. He couldn’t
attend the today’s meeting,” said Joshi,
adding 31 parties attended the meeting.
AAP leader Sanjay Singh walked out of
the all-party meeting alleging he was not
allowed to speak and alleged “muzzling
of the Opposition”. Singh wanted to raise
the farmers’ demand for law on MSP.
“They (Government) don’t let any mem-
ber speak during the all-party meeting.
I raised the issue of bringing the law on
MSP guarantee in this session of the
Parliament and other issues including
extension of BSF’s jurisdiction etc. They
don’t us speak in all-party meet and
Parliament,” said Singh.

The YSR Congress Party demanded
that the Government form a Joint
Parliamentary Committee for bringing
statutory resolution for the MSP.  YSR
Congress leader in Rajya Sabha Vijaysai
Reddy said the party also demands that
marine and poultry products be brought
under the MSP regime.Trinamool
Congrees and YSR Cong also asked the
Government not to divest the profit-mak-
ing public sector companies.

Almost all Opposition parties sought
the sacking of Minister of State for
Home Ajay Kumar Mishra, whose son is
accused of running over farmers in
Lakhimpur Kheri in Uttar Pradesh.

The Bill to repeal the three farm laws
will be introduced by the Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar. The ruling BJP and main
Opposition party Congress have issued
whips to their MPs to be present on the
day.
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The reaction from the grand old
party came even as the TMC attended the
all-party meeting convened by the Union
Government earlier in the day. 

The Congress, in its Parliamentary
party meeting chaired by party president
Sonia Gandhi had expressed anger over the
way the TMC has been poaching Congress
leaders, including Sushmita Dev, Kirti
Azad Ashok Tanwar, Mukul Sangam and
others in the  last few months.

“We invite every party in the
Opposition for an exchange of views
before the start of the Parliament session.
But it is up to them (TMC) whether to
attend or not,” the leader of the Congress
in the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury said. Kharge has called for a
meeting of the Opposition parties to dis-
cuss the issues to be raised in Parliament
during the forthcoming session.

When asked about the TMC’s decision
to not attend the meeting Kharge said, “We
will try to convince everyone to join the
Opposition meeting,” Kharge said.

Talking to the media, Kharge said par-
ties that attended the all-party meet con-
vened by the Government ahead of the
Winter Session of Parliament demanded
immediate action on a law on minimum
support price for farm produce.

He said demands were also raised to
extend compensation to those farmers who
died during the protest against the three
farm laws.  After the meeting, Kharge men-
tioned that there were some other big
issues that were raised by the parties such
as the rising prices of petrol and diesel and
the tensions at LAC with China.
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secured all the wards in the 15-mem-
ber Khowai Municipal Council, 17-seat
Belonia Municipal Council, 15-member
Kumarghat Municipal Council and nine-
member Sabroom Nagar Panchayat, State
Election Commission officials said.

The party made a clean sweep in the
25-ward Dharmanagar Municipal Council,
15-seat Teliamura Municipal Council and
13-member Amarpur Nagar Panchayat,
they said. Sonamura Nagar Panchayat
and Melaghar Nagar Panchayat will be
without Opposition with the BJP having
won all the 13 seats each. It also bagged the

11-member Jirania Nagar Panchayat.The
party secured 12 seats of Ambassa
Municipal Council, while the TMC and the
CPI-M won one seat each and another went
to an independent candidate. The BJP also
won 16 seats of Kailashahar Municipal
Council and the CPI(M) got one. In
Panisagar Nagar Panchayat, the BJP
emerged victorious in 12 seats and the CPI
(M) bagged one. The BJP had won seven
wards of Khowai Municipal Council, one
of Dharmanagar Municipality, two of
Melaghar Municipal Council and 10 of
Jirania uncontested. It had also won with-
out a contest the civic bodies of Ranirbazar,
Bishal Ganj, Mohanpur, Kamalpur, Udaipur
and Shantirbazar, which together account
for 92 wards.

With the resounding victory, BJP has
in its kitty 329 of the State’s 324 wards of
urban civic bodies, the CPI(M), which
ruled Tripura with an iron fist for decades,
three, Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress and Independent (one each).  

Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb, in
the line of Opposition fire over communal
violence in the State, dubbed the victory as
“historic” and said people of Tripura gave
a “sothik jawab” (the right answer) to those
opposed to the BJP. “Those who tried to
malign Tripura should see....People from
majority and minority communities have
together voted in favour of development
under Narendra Modi ji,” Deb said, smil-
ing broadly as BJP supporters gathered on
the streets of Agartala, distributing sweets
and dancing to drum beats.

There was jubilitation in the BJP camp
in neighbouring West Bengal where the
TMC had bested it in the Assembly elec-
tions a few months ago. “Heartiest con-
gratulations to @BJP4Tripura & Hon’ble
CM @BjpBiplab for registering landslide
victory in Agartala Corporation & all other
Nagar Panchayats and Municipalities. We
are grateful to the people of Tripura for wip-
ing out the corrupt & fascist Tolamool party
of Bengal,” said Suvendu Adhikari, the
leader of the Opposition in West Bengal on
Twitter. BJP’s IT cell chief Amit Malviya
tweeted: “BJP has swept Tripura local body
polls. Spare a thought for the entire oppo-
sition, new kids on the block and sponsored
media, which finally figured Tripura’s
existence after BJP came to power in the
State. All conspiracies, fake narrative about
religious tension etc bites dust.” 

The TMC brass, however, put up a
brave face despite the crushing defeat.
Taking to Twitter, TMC national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee said the per-
formance was “exceptional” for his party,
which had negligible presence in Tripura. 
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New Delh (PTI)i: There has been a rise
in obesity among children under five years
of age with 33 states and union territories
registering a spike in the number of over-
weight children, according to the latest
National Family Health Survey (NFHS).

Experts attributed the increase in
obesity to lack of physical activity and
unhealthy food habits.

The number of overweight children
increased from 2.1 per cent in NFHS-4 to
3.4 per cent in NFHS-5.   Not just chil-
dren, obesity among women and men also
increased. The per centage of overweight
women rose from 20.6 per cent to 24 per
cent while in men the number increased
from 18.9 per cent to 22.9 per cent,
according to the NFHS-5.

According to the NFHS-5, several
states and union territories, including
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Mizoram, Tripura,
Lakshadweep, Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, West Bengal, Andhra
Pradesh, and Ladakh, have registered
increase in the percentage of obesity
among children below five years of age in
comparison to NFHS-4 conducted
between 2015 and 2016. Only Goa, Tamil
Nadu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and
Daman and Diu registered a drop in the
number of overweight children under five
years of age, the data showed.

According to the survey data, 30 states
and union territories registered a rise in
obesity among women while 33 states and
UTs recorded an increase in obesity
among men. Men and women were
counted as obese whose body mass index
was found to be over or equal to 25.0
kg/m2 while children's obesity was count-
ed in terms of weight-for-height.

Healthcare experts have attributed the
rise in obesity to unhealthy food choices
and lack of physical activity among chil-
dren and even adults. Po o n a m
Muttreja, Executive Director at the
Population Foundation of India, said
behind the trend of increasing obesity
among Indian women, men and children
over the past 15 years, confirmed by
NFHS-5, are rising incomes, poor dietary
habits, and unhealthy life choices. 

"Sustained economic growth over
the past 15 years has led to a marked
increase in people's incomes.  We know
that obesity among Indians goes up as they
become wealthier. 
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The new potentially more
contagious omicron variant

of the coronavirus popped up
in more European countries on
Saturday, just days after being
identified in South Africa, leav-
ing governments around the
world scrambling to stop the
spread. 

The UK on Saturday tight-
ened its rules on mask-wearing
and on testing of internation-
al arrivals after finding two
cases. New cases were con-
firmed Saturday in Germany
and Italy, with Belgium, Israel
and Hong Kong also reporting
that the variant has been found
in travelers. 

In the US, Dr. Anthony
Fauci, the government’s top
infectious diseases expert, said
he would not be surprised if the
omicron variant was already in
the United States, too. 

“We have not detected it
yet, but when you have a virus
that is showing this degree of
transmissibility ... it almost
invariably is ultimately going to
go essentially all over,” Fauci
said on NBC television.

Because of fears that the
new variant has the potential to
be more resistant to the pro-
tection offered by vaccines,
there are growing concerns
around the world that the pan-
demic and associated lock-
down restrictions will persist
for far longer than hoped. 

Nearly two years since the
start of the pandemic that has
claimed more than 5 million
lives around the world, coun-
tries are on high alert. Many
have already imposed travel
restrictions on flights from
southern Africa as they seek to
buy time to assess whether the
omicron variant is more trans-
missible than the current dom-
inant delta variant.

In Britain, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson said it was nec-
essary to take “targeted and
precautionary measures” after
two people tested positive for
the new variant in England. 

“Right now this is the
responsible course of action to
slow down the seeding and the
spread of this new variant and
to maximize our defenses,” he
told a news conference.

Among the measures

announced, Johnson said any-
one arriving in England must
take a PCR test for COVID-19
on the second day after their
arrival and self-isolate until
they provide a negative test.
And if someone tests positive
for the omicron variant, then
he said their close contacts will
have to self-isolate for 10 days

regardless of their vaccination
status — currently close con-
tacts are exempt from quaran-
tine rules if they are fully vac-
cinated.

He also said mask-wearing
in shops and on public trans-
port will be required and said
the independent group of sci-
entists that advises the British

government on the rollout of
coronavirus vaccines has been
asked to accelerate the vacci-
nation program. 

This could involve widen-
ing the booster program to
younger age groups, reducing
the time period between a sec-
ond dose and a booster and
allowing older children to get

a second dose.
“From today we’re going to

boost the booster campaign,”
he said.

Britain’s Department of
Health said the two cases found
in the U.K. were linked and
involved travel from southern
Africa. One of the two new
cases was in the southeastern

English town of Brentwood,
while the other was in the cen-
tral city of Nottingham. The
two confirmed cases are self-
isolating with their households
while contact tracing and tar-
geted testing takes place. 

The British government
also added four more countries
— Angola, Malawi,

Mozambique and Zambia —
onto the country’s travel red list
from Sunday. Six others —
Botswana, Eswatini (formerly
Swaziland), Lesotho, Namibia,
South Africa and Zimbabwe —
were added Friday. That means
anyone permitted to arrive
from those destinations will
have to quarantine.
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China is expected to contin-
ue its much-criticised Zero

Covid policy, shutting the
country to most of the world as
a new study has warned of a
“colossal outbreak” with over
6.30 lakh patients per day if it
opens up.

According to a report by
the Peking University mathe-
maticians, China could face
more than 6,30,000 coron-
avirus infections a day if it
dropped its zero-tolerance
approach and followed 
other countries by lifting 
travel bans.

“The estimates revealed
the real possibility of a colos-
sal outbreak which would
almost certainly put an unbear-
able burden on the medical sys-
tem,” the report said.

China on Saturday report-
ed 23 new COVID-19 cases,
including 20 imported ones as
the country appears to have
contained a recent spike of
infections in Beijing and other
cities.

China, where the coron-
avirus first surfaced in Wuhan
in late 2019 before it turned
into a pandemic, has so far
reported 98,631 cases and 4,636
deaths, the National Health

Commission said on Sunday.
This included 785 patients

still receiving treatment.
On Saturday, Chinese top

respiratory expert Zhong
Nanshan warned that the new
and more contagious coron-
avirus variant Omicron, report-
ed in South Africa causing
global alarm, may cause more
challenges to the work of pre-

venting and controlling the
pandemic as the World Health
Organization (WHO) said it
carries a large number of muta-
tions.

He said that about 76.8 per
cent of China’s population have
been vaccinated, laying a good
basis for the country to reach
the target of 80 per cent vacci-
nation to build herd immuni-

ty by year end.
One of China’s major vac-

cine producers, Sinovac
Biotech, told state-run Global
Times that the company is
paying close attention to
Omicron and has tapped into
a global partner network to col-
lect and obtain information
and samples specific to the
mutant virus.
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The Netherlands confirmed
13 cases of the new omi-

cron variant of the coronavirus
on Sunday and Australia found
two as the countries half a
world apart became the latest
to detect it in travelers arriving
from southern Africa.

A raft of curbs being
imposed by nations around
the world as they scramble to
slow the variant’s spread also
grew, with Israel deciding
Sunday to bar entry to foreign
nationals in the toughest move
so far.

Confirmed or suspected
cases of the new variant have
already emerged in several
European countries, in Israel
and in Hong Kong, just days
after it was identified by
researchers in South Africa.
The “act first, ask questions
later” approach reflected grow-
ing alarm about the emergence
of a potentially more contagious
variant nearly two years into a
pandemic that has killed more

than 5 million people, upend-
ed lives and disrupted
economies across the globe.

While much remains to be
learned about the new variant,
researchers are concerned that
it may be more resistant to the
protection provided by vac-
cines and could mean that the
pandemic lasts for longer than
anticipated.

The Dutch public health
authority confirmed that 13
people who arrived from South
Africa Friday have so far test-
ed positive for omicron. They
were among 61 people who
tested positive for the virus after
arriving on the last two flights
to Amsterdam’s Schiphol air-
port before a flight ban was
implemented. They were
immediately put into isolation,
most at a nearby hotel, while
sequencing was carried out.

Authorities in Australia
said two overseas travelers who
arrived in Sydney from Africa
became the first in the country
to test positive for the omicron
variant. 
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South Africa’s top health fed-
eration on Sunday slammed

the 18 nations which have
imposed travel bans on the
country on fears of the new
potentially highly-transmissible
variant of Covid-19, Omicron,
saying the world must avoid
such “knee-jerk reaction” if it
wants “transparency” in the
sharing of critical medical data.

The new Covid-19 variant
B.1.1.529, first detected in
South Africa, was on Friday
designated as a “Variant of
Concern” by the World Health
Organisation (WHO), which
named it “Omicron”. 

The decision by 18 coun-
tries to ban flights to and from
South Africa was premature, as
there is still not enough infor-
mation on how dangerous the
variant might be, Angelique
Coetzee, Chairman of South
African Medical Association
(SAMA) said. Coetzee also
defended the decision to
announce the findings, point-
ing out that South Africa
should be lauded and not vili-
fied for this.  

“My suspicion is that
because our scientists are very
alert and doing a lot of sequenc-

ing in the background, maybe
those European countries
missed it because of the symp-
toms,” Coetzee told the TV
news channel Newzroom Afrika.

The UK announced on
Thursday that all flights to and
from South Africa and five
neighbouring countries would
be banned from Friday follow-
ing an announcement that the
new Omicron variant of Covid-
19 had been detected in South
Africa. Many other European
countries followed suit, most of
them indicating that only their
own citizens would be allowed
back, subject to a quarantine
period. Many other countries
have now started to severely
regulate or ban flights com-
pletely from the African nation.
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Aroadside bomb attack by
Islamic State group fighters

in northern Iraq killed five
Kurdish forces and wounded
four others, Kurdish state news
agency Rudaw reported
Sunday.

The peshmerga fighters
were killed in the Garmian dis-
trict in Iraq’s Kurdish-run
north late Saturday. IS militants
then attacked a peshmerga
post, wounding four, according
to the report. 

Attacks targeting Iraqi
security forces, including
Kurdish peshmerga fighters,
are common and have been on
the rise since IS was defeated
on the battlefield in 2017.

Militants remain active through
sleeper cells in many areas,
especially across a band of ter-
ritory in the north under dis-
pute between federal Iraq and
the semi-autonomous
Kurdistan Regional
Government. 

Militants from IS, a Sunni
Muslim extremist group, still
conduct operations, often tar-
geting security forces, power
stations and other infrastruc-
ture.

Kurdistan Region
President Nechirvan Barzani
offered condolences to the
families of the dead Sunday. 

“The increase in the (IS)
attacks sends a dangerous and
serious message and brings
forth a serious threat in the
region. Therefore, further
cooperation between the
Peshmerga forces and the Iraqi
security forces with support
from the global coalition is an
urgent need,” he said in a state-
ment. 

The U.S.-led coalition to
defeat IS announced the end of
its combat mission and said
troops will withdraw from Iraq
by the end of December.
Advisers will remain to con-
tinue to train Iraqi forces. 
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University of Maine
researchers are trying to

produce potatoes that can bet-
ter withstand warming tem-
peratures as the climate
changes.

Warming temperatures
and an extended growing sea-
son can lead to quality prob-
lems and disease, Gregory
Porter, a professor of crop
ecology and management, told
the Bangor Daily News.

“The predictions for cli-
mate change are heavier rain-
fall events, and potatoes don’t

tolerate flooding or wet condi-
tions for long without having
other quality problems,” Porter
said. “If we want potatoes to be
continued to be produced suc-
cessfully in Maine, we need to
be able to produce varieties that
can be resistant to change.”

Around the world, research
aimed at mitigating crop dam-
age is underway. A NASA
study published this month
suggests climate change may
affect the production of corn
and wheat, reducing yields of
both, as soon as 2030.
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An earthquake with a pre-
liminary magnitude of 7.5

struck northern Peru early
Sunday, damaging some build-
ings and blocking several roads
with rubble. While the quake
was extremely strong, it was rel-
atively deep — measured at 112
kilometers (70 miles) — which
usually reduces the possibility
of damage and casualties.

The quake occurred at 5:52
am (1052 GMT) and its epi-
center was in the Amazon
region, 42 kilometers (26 miles)
north northwest of the city of
Barranca. It had a magnitude of

7.5, according to the U.S.
Geological Survey. Part of a
16th century church in La Jalca
district in the Amazon region
collapsed and three people were
lightly injured, Mayor Walter
Culqui told Peru’s RPP radio.

Falling stones blocked sev-
eral highways in the Amazonas
and Cajamarca regions in Peru,
and the tremor was felt nearly
800 kilometers (500 miles)
away in the capital of Lima,
where some people rushed out
of their homes in alarm. 

A church in the Loja
municipality in neighboring
Ecuador was also partly dam-
aged. 
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At the makeshift camps in
France near Calais and

Dunkirk, migrants are digging
in, waiting for their chance to
make a dash across the English
Channel despite the deaths of at
least 27 people this week when
their boat sank a few miles (kilo-
meters) from the French coast.

Police have stepped up
patrols in recent days and the
weather has worsened, making
this a bad time to attempt a cross-
ing. But most migrants say the
tragedy won’t prevent them from

climbing into a flimsy inflatable
boat packed with up to 50 peo-
ple in hopes of reaching Britain.

“I don’t afraid of anything,”
a 22-year-old from Iran who
identified himself only as Kawa

said in halting English. “Water?
If we die … sorry to say this but
we already died. Nobody
accepts us anywhere. We’re
useful. Useless, sorry,” he said,
correcting himself. “Just look at
these people.”

Kawa and his father spent
the past six years in the
Denmark, where they say they
never felt free because they
constantly had to report to
police and other authorities.
Now they want to reach
England, and eventually
Canada, because “they are good
to Iranians.”
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Apair of gunbattles in the cen-
tral Mexico state of

Zacatecas has left eight men
dead. State prosecutors said
Saturday that vehicles and guns
were found at the scene of the
shootouts near the town of
Valparaiso, which is located
near the border with Jalisco state.
The gunmen may have been
killed in turf battles between the
Jalisco and Sinaloa cartels. 

National Guard and army
troops responded to the shoot-
ings, but the dead have not yet
been identified. 

The shootings late Friday
came three days after police
discovered three more bodies
hung from a highway overpass
in Zacatecas, where 10 other
bodies were found the previous

week, nine of them hanging
from an overpass.

On Wednesday, the
Mexican army announced that
it will send three helicopter
gunships to Zacatecas, a
weapon that President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador has
expressly said he no longer
wants to use or accept from the
United States. The Sinaloa and
Jalisco New Generation cartels
have been battling for control
in the state, which is a key tran-
sit point for drugs, especially
the powerful synthetic pain
killer fentanyl, moving north to
the U.S. border. 

In the first nine months of
the year, Mexico had more
than 25,000 murders, a number
3.4% less than the same peri-
od a year earlier, according to
federal data. 
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Taiwan said 27 Chinese air-
craft entered its air defense

buffer zone on Sunday, the lat-
est in a long series of incursions
as part of Beijing’s pressure on
the self-ruled island. 

The Defense Ministry said
Taiwan scrambled combat air-
craft to “warn” the Chinese
planes to leave. It also deployed
missile systems to monitor
them.

Sunday’s incursion includ-
ed 18 fighter jets and five H-6
bombers, as well as a Y-20 aer-
ial refueling aircraft, according
to Taiwan’s Defense Ministry.

The Chinese aircraft flew
into Taiwan’s air defense iden-

tification zone near the south-
ern part of the island and out
into the Pacific Ocean before
returning to China, 
according to a map by Taiwan
authorities.

Over the past year, the fre-
quency of Chinese incursions
has increased, with about 150
aircraft over a period of four
days.

China’s air force mission
toward Taiwan came as
Chinese President Xi Jinping
met with officers at a military
conference, where he called for
military talent cultivation to
support and strengthen the
armed forces, according to
state-owned news agency
Xinhua.
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Cambodia’s Prince Norodom
Ranariddh, former prime

minister and the son of the late
King Norodom Sihanouk, 
died Sunday in France,
Information Minister Khieu
Kanharith announced 
on his Facebook page. 
He was 77.

Khieu Kanharith, who said
he learned of the death from
Um Daravuth, a minor mem-
ber of Cambodia’s royal 
family, did not give the 
cause of death.

Ranariddh had been in ill-
health since an auto accident in
Cambodia in 2018. 
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Pretoria: The overcast, drizzly
skies match the somber mood at
the Tshwane University of
Technology, a hot spot in South
Africa’s latest surge of Covid-19
cases, apparently driven by the
new Omicron variant that is
leading countries around the
world to impose new restric-
tions.After several students test-
ed positive, the university post-
poned some exams, and offi-
cials in the larger metropolitan
area of Tshwane, which includes
the capital of Pretoria, are push-
ing vaccinations, especially

among younger adults who
have been slow to get the shots.

At TUT, as the university is
known, few students wanted to
speak about the new variant that
has cast a pall. Many were not
vaccinated — only 22% of 18-
to 34-year-olds in South Africa
are — and some seemed to be
rethinking that, though notably
the university’s vaccination cen-
ter was closed for the weekend.

Manqoba Zitha, a student
who has gotten the shot, said he
will be pushing fellow class-
mates to do the same.

“I’m trying to encourage
them so that they can vaccinate,
so they can stay away from
coronavirus because it’s there,
it’s killing people, and now
numbers are rising,” said Zitha.
“Now when we are watching
TV we can see that people are
getting coronavirus. So they
must vaccinate!”

Nearly two years into the
pandemic, the world is racing
to contain the latest variant,
first identified in southern
Africa but popping up around
the globe. AP
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The American computer-animated comedy film is

directed by Swinton Scott, on a script by Jeff Kinney
and based on the 2007 book of the same name. Serving
as a reboot and the fifth installment in the Diary of a
Wimpy Kid series, the film marks the first animated
entry. It starts premiering on December 3 on
Disney+Hotstar.
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Bigger and more ambitious than the first two

seasons, the third season sets the stakes higher, with
more mind games, money laundering and an overview
into the vicious circle of betting thatll have a huge
impact on the ongoing plot. It starts premiering on
Amazon Prime Video from December 3.
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The Indian crime thriller, directed by Diya Annapurna

Ghosh, stars Abhishek Bachchan and Chitrangada Singh.
It is a spin-off of the 2012 thriller Kahaani. The protag-
onist is inspired by the character of the private contract
killer, Biswas, in Kahaani. Bob Biswas will focus on his life
as a paid contactor. It will premiere on December 3 on
ZEE5.
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Starting his career as a child actor with
the film Mr India, he has appeared

in other films like Awwal Number,
Shahenshah and ChaalBaaz. After mak-
ing his debut in Bollywood as a lead
actor with Mast, Aftab was mostly seen
in comedy films like Awara Paagal
Deewana and Hungama, to name a few.

However, with a character like
Aditya Singh Rathore in Poision 2 last
year and now his portrayal of Vijay
Kumar in the espionage thriller Special
Ops 1.5: The Himmat Story, the audience
has got a chance to see a new side of
Aftab.

Asked about if he made any strat-
egy on choosing certain kinds of pro-
jects henceforth, he shared, “I would say
that I am still the same actor who is try-
ing to be the better version of himself
with each passing day, it is all about the
opportunity. I have always looked for an
opportunity and made the most out of
it. I have been working for the last 22
years and most of my life, I am being
stereotyped until these two web series
happened to me. I think it is just that I
had to wait longer to get these chances.”

He added, “Having said that, I am
a big believer of destiny and timing. For
all these years, if I did not get a chance
to act a character like Vijay Kumar that
I did in Special Ops 1.5, it was meant to
happen that way. I have no problem with
the past and I made my peace with it.
Now, I know how I am preparing myself
for greater opportunities. And that has
nothing to do with genres, tomorrow
again if I am offered a good comedy, I
will show my interest as much as that
for action or thriller.”

In the show, the actor played
Himmat Singh’s best friend, who is also
an intelligent agent.

As he was working with the cast and
crew for the first time Aftab shares how

his friendship with Kay Kay reflected on
their on-screen equation.

“I met Kay Kay first time when we
were heading for the shoot. You know,
we shot post the first unlock process
started. So, after we reached Ukraine, for
15 days, we had to stay in quarantine in
our hotel. Every day, all of us including
Neeraj (creator of the show) will do calls
from the landline and endlessly chat
about everything…cinema, things hap-
pening around the world, or life in gen-

eral. We bond over a lot of things and
that somewhere reflected in the on-
screen friendship between Vijay and
Himmat.”

The show Special Ops 1.5: The
Himmat Story is a prequel to the main
espionage thriller that was released last
year. The show, also features Gautami
Kapoor, Parmeet Sethi, Kali Prasad
Mukherjee, Vijay Vikram Singh, Aadil
Khan and it streams on Disney+ Hotstar.
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Debutant Sharvari has won
praise for her acting skills in

her big-screen debut Bunty Aur
Babli 2. A rank outsider to
Bollywood, Sharvari has her
eyes set on the prize to become
a star who is known for her per-
formances. Being a Marathi,
she naturally aspires to follow
the footsteps of the
Maharashtrian icon, Madhuri
Dixit, who became a pan Indian
sensation and was considered as
big, if not bigger, than her male
counterparts during her prime.

Sharvari says, “Being a
Maharashtrian, I have grown up
idolising Madhuri Dixit. My
family and everyone I know, is
a huge fan of her. Hailing from
our state, she became a pan-
Indian superstar who ruled the
hearts of innumerable people.
Artistes, like me, who are from
Maharashtra aspire to be like
Madhuri Dixit and achieve fame
and have the brilliance of craft
that she possessed. She is an
inspiration to us all. I have
danced on her songs, performed
on her scenes since childhood.”

She adds, “Even before my
debut, she has been a huge ref-
erence point for me as I have
tried to take notes from her per-
formances. I hope to make her
proud one day and the people of

my state and my country. I
know I need their love and
support to get the projects that

I aspire to be in. My journey has
just started and I know I have a
really long way to go.”

About being praised for her
acting performance in Bunty
Aur Babli 2, she says, “I’m truly
humbled with the way people
have appreciated my perfor-
mance. For someone who does-
nt belong to the industry, I
have had my share of struggle
and heartbreaks before I got this
film as my debut and I cherish
every bit of it. I know that I have
poured my heart and soul into
the film and I’m happy with the
way people have appreciated
me. It truly means a lot.”

Sharvari is happy to have
been able to showcase her skills
well in her debut because she
feels as an outsider one has to
deliver with their first film to get
attention.

She says, “I think for artistes
who are outsiders, we have to
prove our mettle with our first
film and I liked that pressure on
me because it only made me
strive to deliver the best perfor-
mance that I could have and I’m
thrilled with the response
towards my craft.”

Sharvari adds, “I have miles
to go and I am determined to
work really hard to better myself
every day and constantly prove
myself with every film. I cant
wait for people to see my second
film and every film that I do
from here on. I’m looking to do
challenging work and I’m grate-
ful to the start that I have had
in the industry so far.”

And just when you begin to lose
all hope, shines on you that fee-
ble and fading light ray. It seems

like it is trying to show you something
while it directs its very meager light,
blinking on and off, on an unknown
path. You squint your eyes to concen-
trate on what you are seeing. You are
surprised because when you were in
complete darkness, you thought all that
there could be around you was empti-
ness, loneliness, and hopelessness and
suddenly this thin, meek ray has, as if,
resurrected you. A strange feeling is ris-
ing inside you like a little plant that
grows above the ground through its
invisible, yet strongly embedded roots.
This feeling gives you power that you
had lost a long time back. The light
becomes stronger while you take more
steps forward and you start feeling safer
and more sure of yourself. 

That’s how hope works. It changes
the way you see the world and instills
into you a new kind of enthusiasm to
not only survive but succeed. And
when, recently, I received the opportu-
nity to converse with one of the most
renowned modern writers, Devdutt
Pattanaik, about his new book, Hope:
Wisdom to Survive in a Hopeless World,
I was beyond excited. While mytholo-
gy is extremely engrossing, Pattanaik
has time and again shown to the world
that it could be even more lucid and
much more interesting. He has, often,
made it a medium to render modern
solutions. 

He writes, Do you want to run
away? Are you anxious about money,
your family, and your future? In this
book, the author helps you to unravel
your emotions and find a way to move
from darkness into light. 

Read on for excerpts from an
exclusive interview with one of the lead-
ing mythologists in India:

�Many congratulations on your recent
release, Hope: Wisdom to Survive in a
Hopeless World.  

Tell us everything about it. How
did the book come into existence? 

So the book, Hope, came into exis-
tence in the latter part of the Covid lock-
down. I think we all had gone through
a lot, and had seen our lives change dra-
matically. The lockdown had put a lot
of stress on many people. Many people
lost jobs, lost family. We, ourselves, went

through trauma. Social media was full
of nasty news and trolls, too. Even in
these horrible times, people were mis-
behaving on Whatsapp
groups. We felt a sense of
doom and despair. 

The publisher, Chiki
Sarkar, of Juggernaut
Books, spoke to me. We are
friends and she asked me if
I would consider writing a
book on hope. She basically
began with conversations
about hope. I told her stories
from mythology and she felt
that, maybe, we should put it
together and get it published.
That’s how Hope came into
existence.

�Was Hope inspired by real inci-
dents/events? 

Well, yes, it is an outcome of all the
things that we went through — the
migrant crisis, the large number of
deaths, people losing jobs. I heard sta-

tistics there were more people who died
of suicide than who died of Covid-19.

All these things created a
sense of despair and hopeless-
ness. Besides, the news com-
ing on the political and eco-
nomic front was all very,
very sad and depressing.
And people, instead of
working together with each
other in bad times, seemed
to be snarling at each
other. And that was all
causing a lot of sense of
hopelessness. I felt the
book Hope was the need
of the hour.

�While almost all ancient religions
and faiths agree on hopelessness
being tackled by the self or getting
resolved from outside, what do you
have to say about the thought process
of the absurdists? 
�Existentialism, as a philosophy,
accepts that life is meaningless and we

have to suffer from angst and despair
as its consequences. 

Care to weigh in? 
But, what is hope? Hope is about

trusting that there are opportunities for
you out there in this world. And you feel
hopeless when those opportunities are
just going away from you. Now, I feel you
create a world full of hope when you
yourself give hope to people around you.
Western philosophy, with words, is
very self absorbed, it doesnt talk about
the other so much. It talks about self real-
isation, self actualisation, but never
talks about our relationship with others. 

Only when we create an ecosystem
of hope, give others hope, will others rec-
iprocate and give hope to us. I think that
is missing in todays conversation. We are
so self absorbed. We expect life to give
meaning to us and we expect others to
take care of us. We don’t realise that life
is a give and take relationship — that
every self exists in an ecosystem of oth-
ers. We cannot exist without each other.

�You mentioned that Covid-19 is not
our enemy, and I second you.
However, whenever a catastrophe
occurs, do you think hope is what gets
us, as a collective entity, out of it? 

You know, Covid is not the prob-
lem. It is how humans react to Covid,
which is the problem.  

You know, in the Bible, we talked
about the great flood and how all the
animals huddled together on a boat,
which is managed by Noah. And I think
that the catastrophe is when we are on
that boat and we, rather than support-
ing each other through this crisis, keep
fighting with each other. That was the
crisis, where politicians are not willing
to admit that they had to take tough
decisions. Where politicians were play-
ing politics at a time of need, instead of
making tools available. We created
shutdowns without realising the conse-
quences to the poor. You know, the rich
have resources to survive, but the poor
don’t have those.

I think, empathy was missing.
Those are far more dangerous things
than the virus itself — the absence of
empathy, the absence of support to peo-
ple — and the absence of support not
just of the state, but humans with each
other. And, I think, that is the great cat-
astrophe. Theres humungous burden on
doctors and nurses, and no one seems

to realise that they are human beings,
too, and need our support. So, I think
those are questions that we should ask
ourselves.

�If aham brahmasmi or shivo hum
hold true, does Sunahshepa save him-
self?

Well, everybody asked me what
happens to Sunahshepa. And yes, we
would like to believe the gods came
down and helped him, or he managed
to help himself. But the problem of the
story is about being abandoned, where
he realises that the people who are sup-
posed to protect him — his parents, the
king, that is the state, — have aban-
doned him. And the God, instead of
helping him, wants him as a sacrifice.
In a world where everybody sees you,
seeks to consume you and uses you for
their benefit, you feel used and lost.

Instead of being taken care of,
Sunahshepa realises he’s being aban-
doned. I believe his story is to remind
that there are people in this world who
feel abandoned by us. Hence, it is not
that we are Sunahshepa. Maybe, we are
his father, mother, teacher, or, maybe,
we are the God who’s asking his sacri-
fice. So, we have to always be careful.
Do we see ourselves as the victim in the
story, the hero in the story or the vil-
lain in the story? And, not all stories
have happy endings.

�As a mythologist, what part of
Indian culture do you feel needs
utmost intervention on saving and
preserving it?

As a mythologist, I don’t believe
cultures need preservation. Cultures
evolve and transform over time.
Everybody believes that the world is
coming to an end, that culture is going
to collapse. But, as I speak in my book,
these are the good times and bad times
we go through. We pass through
heaven and hell constantly. Heaven is
created when we help each other and
hell is created when we hurt each other.
And, therefore, what we need to focus
on is our humanity. It is that which
needs to be remembered, because
that is the most precious thing about
culture.

‘We try to establish Swarga, full of
opportunities, but ignore Naraka, full
of threats that the children may have
to deal with again and again in future.’
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Debutant Shreyas Iyer showed
his ice-cool temperament
under pressure to stand tall

with a fine half-century which
placed India in a commanding posi-
tion as they set up a stiff victory tar-
get of 284 for New Zealand on the
fourth day of the opening Test here
on Sunday.

India declared at 234 for 7 for an
overall lead of 283 and gave the Black
Caps four tricky overs to face under
fading light during which they man-
aged four runs and lost opener Will
Young to Ravichandran Ashwin.

With that scalp, Ashwin became
the joint third highest wicket-taker
in Indian cricket with Harbhajan
Singh (417 wickets).

The highest ever fourth innings
chase by a visiting team in India is
276 by Viv Richards’ West Indies
against the Dilip Vengsarkar-led
India in 1987 at the Feroz Shah
Kotla, which placed statistics on the
home team’s side.

The honours for India on the
day were shared by Iyer (65 off 125
balls), who became the first Indian
to score a hundred and fifty on debut
and the plucky Wriddhiman Saha

(61 not out, 126 balls), who battled
stiff neck to make an invaluable con-
tribution which will certainly count
a lot in the final context of the match.

Axar Patel (28 not out) then
conjured another 67-run eighth-
wicket stand with Saha to slowly take
the match out of the Black Caps’
grasp.

If New Zealand are still in the
match, credit must go to their tire-
less seam bowling duo of Tim
Southee (22-2-75-3) and Kyle
Jamieson (17-6-40-3), who showed
an exhibition of top class bowling on
an unresponsive track.

However, it will now depend on
how much time it takes for India’s
spin troika to roll over New Zealand,
whose openers showed a lot of
gumption on the second afternoon
and third morning.

Also if skipper Williamson can
do something mind-blowing with
the willow, there might just be a great
contest on the cards.

If the morning belonged to
New Zealand’s bowlers, who decid-
ed to prolong Cheteshwar Pujara and
Ajinkya Rahane’s bad patch, the
afternoon was Iyer’s time under the
sun while Saha did his bit, reaching
his sixth half-century in the final ses-

sion of the day.
This is certainly an innings

which will give Saha’s Test career a
new lease of life.

This was after stand-in captain
Rahane and his temporary deputy
Pujara’s saga of failures continued
leaving India tottering at 51 for 5 in
the first 75 minutes of the morning
session.

But credit to Iyer, who once
again displayed steely temperament
on the way to his second 50-plus
score in the match, hitting eight fours
and a huge six over long off against
Will Sommerville.

His best shot, however, was an
inside out lofted drive off left-arm
spinner Ajaz Patel. It was a difficult
shot that was perfectly executed.

It was followed by a square cut
in the same over as Williamson erred
by bowling his spinners for way too
long.

That was proved when Southee
removed Iyer at the stroke of tea
when he tried to pull one that was
drifting down leg side.

Credit should also be given to
Saha as he batted with an open-
chested stance compared to his
usual side-on which reduces the pro-
nounced neck movement.

He played his customary game
of dabs and flicks and also produced
an occasional slog pull for six as his
innings had four fours and a six.

However, on the fourth morn-
ing, Southee, a practitioner of con-
ventional swing bowling, took a mas-
ter-class on how to bowl on an unre-
sponsive Indian track, classically set-
ting up the batters.

But before Southee got into the
act, Kyle Jamieson (13-6-26-3) tar-
geted Pujara’s (22 off 33 balls)
ribcage, getting one to rear up on this
dead track and it brushed the India
No. 3’s gloves into the hands of keep-
er Tom Blundell.

Rahane (4 off 15 balls) is out of
form and the world knows about
that. However, Ajaz Patel (17-3-60-
1), who has looked way below Test
class, then produced his best deliv-
ery of the match.

An arm ball that was fired in
with the angle caught Rahane plumb
in-front while he tried to play a for-
ward defensive prod.

Mayank Agarwal (17) did all the
hardwork in the first hour but
Southee (15.2-3-48-3) set him up
with deliveries that came into him
from good length spot as he played
with a closed bat-face.
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Experienced batter Kedar
Devdhar will lead Baroda in

the upcoming Vijay Hazare
Trophy while Bhargav Bhatt
will be his deputy, a top official
said on Sunday.

The development was con-
firmed to PTI by Baroda
Cricket Association (BCA) sec-
retary Ajit Lele. He said the
decision was taken the selection
committee. 

The 31-year-old Devdhar,
a right-handed batter, has so far
played 73 List A games from
which he has scored 2,402
runs with 148 as his highest
score.

The development comes a
day after Mumbai Indians and
India all-rounder Krunal
Pandya stepped down as
Baroda captain, following the
team’s underwhelming cam-
paign in the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy. 

PTI had on Saturday
reported that Kedar Devdhar is

among the frontrunners to
succeed Krunal, starting with
the Vijay Hazare Trophy
national ODI championships
next month.

Baroda finished with the
least points -- 4 -- from Group
B, alongside Services, with one
win and four losses in the
Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy.

The 31-year-old Bhargav
Bhatt is a left-arm orthodox
spinner and a left-handed bat-
ter, and has taken 50 wickets
from 42 list A matches.

For the Hazare Trophy,
which begins on December 8,
Baroda are placed in Elite
Group B, along with Tamil
Nadu, Mumbai, Bengal,
Karnataka and Pondicherry. 
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Pakistan’s fast bowlers reduced
Bangladesh to 39-4 in its sec-

ond innings at the end of day
three on Sunday to 
leave the first cricket test even-
ly poised.

Bangladesh had secured a
44-run lead after bowling out
Pakistan for 286, thanks largely
to left-arm spinner Taijul Islam,
who returned figures of 7-116.

Instead, the home side
ended the day by extending its
lead to 83 runs but has just six
wickets remaining. Mushfiqur
Rahim, who made 91 in the first
innings, was batting on 12 and
Yasir Ali on 8 after surviving sev-
eral close calls.

Despite the first-innings
deficit, Pakistan fought back
through its fast bowlers —
Shaheen Shah Afridi and Hasan
Ali — who used the short ball
to precision, leaving Bangladesh

in a potentially precarious posi-
tion.

Afridi cracked the game
open, striking twice in his third
over.

He trapped Shadman leg-
before for 1 with a ball that
swung sharply and then two
balls later had Najmul Hossain
caught at first slip for a duck with
a short ball.

His short ball again worked
for him when opener Saif Hasan
gave the return catch and was
dismissed for 14.

Ali also got into the act, dis-

missing captain Mominul
Haque for a duck with a leading
edge, leaving Bangladesh on
25-4.

Earlier, Taijul pegged back
the Pakistan innings after the
visitors began the day on 145 for
no loss.

Opener Abid Ali top-scored
with 133 off 282, hitting 12 fours
and two sixes.

Taijul struck in the first
over of the day, dismissing
Abdullah Shafique and Azhar
Ali via review with consecutive
deliveries.

Shafique couldn’t add any
runs to his overnight total of 52.

Abid, who started the day
on 93, flicked Taijul past square
leg for a couple to reach his
fourth century off 209 balls.

Skipper Babar Azam
appeared to be in control before
offspinner Mehidy Hasan’s (1-
68) quicker delivery rattled his
stump for 10.
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Not even Novak Djokovic playing back-to-back could
help Serbia avoid losing to Germany in the Davis Cup

finals group phase.
After Djokovic helped Serbia pull even at 1-1 by beat-

ing Jan-Lennard Struff, the world’s top-ranked male play-
er immediately joined Nikola Cacic in doubles. 

But German pair Tim Puetz and Kevin Krawietz
showed more mettle in a tight 7-6, 3-6, 7-6 victory to take
the decider and the tie victory 2-1.

“It’s a great performance to beat the team who have
the world No. 1,” Germany captain Michael Kohlmann
said. “Before the tie, we all thought that we had a good
chance. We really believed it and it paid off.”

Serbia could still go through to the quarterfinals,

which will include two runners-up to go with the six
group winners. But Germany can seal its spot as the Group
F winner with a victory over Austria, which Serbia has
already beaten.

Playing without a public in Innsbruck due to virus
restrictions by Austrian authorities, Germany took the
lead when Dominik Koepfer downed Filip Krajinovic 7-
6, 6-4.

Djokovic defeated Struff 6-2, 6-4 in the Serb’s 50th
Davis Cup match. 

After a short break, he was back out there for the dou-
bles that lasted more than two hours.

“We will have to wait until tomorrow and see (if we
advance),” Serbia captain Viktor Troicki said. 

“Filip had a tough one, and in doubles, what can I
say after this match? A 7-6 loss in the third (set), and we
had a lot of chances. 

I am still proud of my team. It wasn’t our day in the
end. I hope we still have a chance.”

Italy became the first team to book its spot in the final
eight after it beat Colombia to take two points from Group
E, which it also shares with the United States.

Lorenzo Sonego beat Nicolas Mejia 6-7, 6-4, 6-2, and
Jannik Sinner followed with a 7-5, 6-0 win over Daniel
Elahi Galan, in the matches in Turin.

Second-ranked Daniil Medvedev helped Russia beat
Ecuador, setting up a clash with Spain to decide which
will go through as group winner.

Medvedev eased past Emilio Gómez 6-0, 6-2 after
breaking his serve five times to give Russia an insurmount-
able 2-0 lead.
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For what could be his final game in temporary
charge of Manchester United, Michael Carrick

takes his team to Premier League leader Chelsea
in the headline match of the 13th round.

Carrick’s only match as interim manager was
a 2-0 win at Villarreal in the Champions League.
He could soon be replaced by German coach Ralf
Rangnick, who has been in talks with United. 

Manchester City came into the weekend three
points behind Chelsea and plays before the leader,
at home to West Ham. Having criticized the stan-
dard of the Tottenham squad he has inherited fol-
lowing an embarrassing loss in the Europa
Conference League, Antonio Conte takes his team
north for an away match at Burnley. Also,
Watford manager Claudio Ranieri returns to
Leicester, the team he surprisingly led to the
title in 2016, and Brentford hosts Everton.
����

Sevilla’s visit to leader Real Madrid is the high-
light match on a day when the league’s top four
teams are all in action. Sevilla enters the match
at Santiago Bernabéu Stadium in third place at two
points back. 

Carlo Ancelotti will once again entrust
Madrid’s attack to Karim Benzema and Vinícius
Júnior with Eden Hazard still out recovering from
a stomach virus and Gareth Bale still injured.
Sevilla will likely also be without several injured
players, including midfielder Suso and striker
Youssef En-Nesyri.

Second-place Real Sociedad is just a point
behind Madrid and will play earlier at Espanyol
hoping to move to the top of the table. Atlético
Madrid is in fourth before it visits Cádiz looking
to bounce back from its home loss to AC Milan
in the Champions League this week. 

Sixth-place Real Betis has won two straight
by a combined score of 5-0 — it hosts last-place
Levante, the only winless side.
�0�"(

After enduring their first league losses last
weekend, Napoli and AC Milan will endeavor to
get back on track in Serie A. The teams share the
lead, one point ahead of third-placed Inter
Milan. 

Napoli hosts Lazio, shortly after Milan wel-
comes Sassuolo. Roma will be looking to close the
gap on the top four with a win over Torino. At
the other end of the table Udinese hosts fellow
struggler Genoa, while Spezia welcomes Bologna.
.����(

Leipzig hosts Bayer Leverkusen in the
Bundesliga’s first game without fans for months due
to spiraling coronavirus infections in the state of
Saxony. The home team will be without a host of
players due to infections, too. The club says it had
six more positive test results for COVID-19, adding
to the three previous cases it reported in midweek.
Coach Jesse Marsch is among those infected,
though it didn’t stop the team routing Belgian club
Brugge 5-0 in the Champions League on
Wednesday. 

Fatorda (Goa): A rejuvenated Chennaiyin FC
will aim for a second straight victory when they
take on a winless Northeast United FC in an
Indian Super League match here on Monday.

CFC started their campaign in ISL 2021-22
with a 1-0 win over Hyderabad FC while the
Highlanders have lost one and drawn the other
in the two games they have played so far.

However, in a blow to the two-time cham-
pions, they will be without the services of influ-
ential mid-fielder Rafael Crivallero, who will be
out of action for four weeks owing to an injury.

“Rafael Crivellaro has incurred a muscle
injury. The Brazilian will be out for four weeks
while he continues with his rehabilitation with
the medical team,” the club said on its website.

CFC head coach Bozidar Bandovic will hope
Vladimir Koman, who plays a role similar to that
of Crivallero, can keep doing the job for the

team. About the absence of Crivallero, the coach
said, “Rafa is an important player, a good play-
er. Now that he is injured. We have to look at
others who are playing...We need to keep
working without him.

“We cannot depend on one player. Koman’s
role is important. Each and every player has an
important role. We will try our best during rehab
to get Rafa back as soon as possible.”

CFC, who have struggled to score in the pre-
vious season, have started the new one on a pos-
itive note and will hope the team can keep up
the good work. Koman, who scored the all-
important goal in the win over Hyderabad, said,
“I am always confident. With the first win, I hope
that the other players also become more confi-
dent. Scoring in the first game is always nice.
And when the team wins, there is double satis-
faction.” PTI
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Batting coach Vikram Rathour “understands” fully
that Cheteshwar Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane are

now India players living on borrowed time.
But the former opener on Sunday couldn’t give

a definitive answer as to who would sit out in order
to accommodate skipper Virat Kohli’s comeback in
the next Test against New Zealand.

With Shreyas Iyer scoring 105 and 65 on debut,
it would be almost criminal to drop the stylish
Mumbaikar, and understandably, Rathour had to fend
questions on Pujara and Rahane’s form going into the
Mumbai Test, starting on December 3.

“Of course, you want the top-order to contribute
but cricketers (Pujara and Rahane) you mentioned

they have played 80 (79 for Rahane) and 90 Tests (91
Test for Pujara). “Of course, to play that many games,
they must have done well for us,” Rathour tried his

best to defend the 2021 Test average of below 20 by
the stand-in captain (19.57) and 30.42 by his deputy.

“We understand that both of them are going
through a lean phase but we understand that they have
both played very, very important knocks for us in the
past. We are pretty sure that they are going to come
back and play important knocks for us,” Rathour’s
statement lacked conviction.

But what’s the kind of long rope that one gives a
senior player, who has been a past performer? Is it 15
or 20 Tests? The former Punjab opener, who played
six Tests during the 1996-97 season, felt that it can’t
be quantified. “I don’t think you can put a number
to that. It really depends on situation the team is in
and what the team is required to do,” he sidestepped
the question.
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Parmjeet Kumar on Sunday became the first
Indian para-powerlifter to win a medal in

World Championships as he claimed a bronze
at the ongoing edition in Tbilisi, Georgia.

Kumar, who trains at Sports Authority of
India Centre in Gandhinagar, won the bronze
in men’s 49kg category with an effort of 158kg.

“History created for India in Para
@Powerlifting by Paramjit Kumar of Punjab
as he wins #bronze at the on-going World Para
Powerlifting Championship in Tbilisi,
Georgia,” Paralympics Committee of India
President Deepa Malik tweeted.

“Paramjit’s 158KG Lift has created histo-
ry!” SAI congratulated Kumar for the 
historic feat. 

“Many Congratulations to our NCOE ath-
lete, Shri Parmjeet Kumar (M-49kg) for
winning the BRONZE medal IN WORLD
PARA POWERLIFTING SR CHAMPI-
ONSHIP 2021 — TBILISI,” SAI said 
in a tweet.
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Wriddhiman Saha is an
“ideal team man” who

can always be relied to do the
“tough job” but unfortunately
he will have to play the second
fiddle when India’s number
one keeper-batter Rishabh Pant
gets back from break, batting
coach Vikra Rathour said on
Sunday.

Saha, the oldest member of
the current Indian set-up at 37,
is playing his 39th Test in 11
years since his debut. 

His first five years
after debut went as leg-
endary Mahendra Singh
Dhoni’s understudy and
even if it sounds crude, he is
now a back-up for 24-year-old
Pant. On Sunday, with his Test
career on line, Saha battled
hard with a stiff-neck for his
gutsy 61 not out after Shreyas
Iyer laid the platform with an
attractive 65.

“He had a really, real-
ly stiff neck and know-

ing Saha who is an ideal team
man, he is going to do whatev-
er is required,” batting coach
Rathour waxed eloquent about
the veteran keeper, who shared
two fifty-plus stands with Iyer
and Axar Patel. 

“He would do the tough
things for the team and he
played an extremely important
knock at the stage the team was
at that point.” Saha is a quiet

person, someone who is not
known to be too expressive but
the teams knows that the ‘plod
and grind effort’ will come
from the gritty man, who hails
from North Bengal city of
Siliguri. 

“That is what we always
expect from Wriddhi. He has
always been that kind of a per-
son, whom we can count on
and today he showed why,”
Rathour said. 

However, he made it clear
that even at this juncture of his
career, the Bengal stumper is

nothing more than a stop-gap
option for Team India as
Pant has pushed him far
back during away series in

Australia where the senior
man was given a first go.

“As far as Wriddhi is con-
cerned, unfortunately for him,
we have an extremely special
player Rishabh, who is number

one keeper for us 
and has done

extremely well in
past few years.”
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Star India paddler Manika Batra
failed to bag a medal at the

World Table Tennis Championships
after crashing out in the quarterfi-
nals of the mixed and women’s dou-
bles events here.

Just one win away from a his-
toric medal, Batra and G Sathiyan
lost to Japan’s  Tomakazu Harimoto
and Hina Hayata 1-3 (5-11 2-11 11-
7 9-11) in the last eight round of the
mixed doubles competition.

Batra had another opportunity to
create history but she faltered yet

again, losing the women’s doubles
quarterfinals with her partner
Archana Kamath in straight games.

Batra and Kamath were no
match for Luxembourg duo of Sarah
De Nutte and Ni Xia Lian, losing 0-
3 (1-11 6-11 8-11) in a lop-sided
contest. 


