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Union Rural Development
Secretary NN Sinha

chaired a review meeting with
all the Deputy Commissioners
and Rural Development
Officers of the State through
video conferencing on
Saturday. 

The Union Secretary clear-
ly instructed all the officers that
all the houses should be com-
pleted in the current financial
year only. The Union Secretary
also praised the MGNREGA
scheme implementation in the
State and said that its work is
getting better, so all the DCs
should expedite the imple-
mentation of the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY).

The Union Secretary said
that the houses, which have not
been approved between the
financial years 2016 to 21,
should be approved by
December 2021 in any case.

The Secretary also directed
to remove such beneficiaries
from the list, who have tem-
porarily migrated from the last
one year. In Palamu, Pakur
and Garhwa districts, the ben-
eficiaries of the priority list set-
tled in the mining area, by pro-
viding them land at another
place, directed them to approve
the housing. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
— Gramin, each beneficiary is
given MGNREGA, toilets from
Swachh Bharat Mission, free gas
stove and connection, electric-

ity connection and water con-
nection through convergence.

Sinha directed all the
Deputy Commissioners that
the benefit of convergence
should be ensured to all the
beneficiaries. Apart from
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
Rural, the Union Secretary
also reviewed MGNREGA,
PMGSY, MGNREGA M
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Rurban Mission Scheme.

The Secretary said that
under MGNREGA, less
employment has been received
in proportion to the population
of Scheduled Tribes and Castes.
He directed to pay special
attention to this. DCs were
instructed to ensure that all the
beneficiaries get the benefit of

social security and insurance
schemes.

State Rural Development
Secretary Dr Manish Ranjan
said that bringing progress in the
housing scheme is the priority of
the government. It should be
ensured that the first, second
and third installment amount is
allotted to all the beneficiaries by
sanctioning the houses at the
earliest so that the work of con-
struction of the house can be
completed. He directed to pro-
vide employment to all the
labourers and migrant labourers,
while expediting the works of
MGNREGA.

MGNREGA Commissioner
Rajeshwari B directed to connect
everyone with MGNREGA
schemes. She asked to ensure

that the work is done on time
and their wages are paid on time,
along with this, through the
Area Officer App, all the Block
Development Officers, Block
Program Officers, Assistant
Engineers and Junior Engineers
have been given 50-50 ongoing
schemes per month. Strict
instructions were given to
inspect and upload its report on
the app.

In the review meeting,
Jharkhand Rural Development
Secretary Dr Manish Ranjan,
MGNREGA Commissioner
Rajeshwari B, JSLPS CEO
Nancy Sahay, Additional
Secretary Ramkumar Sinha,
DC, DDC, Director of DRDA
and other senior officials were
present in the review meeting.
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Ranchi: A Kashmiri trader
has lodged an FIR with
Doranda Police Station against
a group of locals for allegedly
thrashing him and his fellow
traders, and forcing them to
chant “Jai Sri Ram” and
“Pakistan Murdabad”, police
said on Saturday.

This is the second such
incident reported in the Capital
City in the past one month,
police said.

The complainant, Riyaz
Ahmed Wani, a Kashmiri trad-
er, claimed in his complaint that
he and his fellow traders have
been facing such harassment by
some youths in the city. They
fear that more such incidents
may occur in future if stern
action was not taken against the
perpetrators, Wani said. The
officer in-charge of Doranda
Police Station, Siddeshwar
Mahtha said that investigation
was underway to check if the
accusations made by the com-
plainant were true. Police have
apprehended at least three sus-
pects in connection with the
case and they were being inter-
rogated, he added.

“The complainant has
accused some locals of thrash-
ing him and his friends, and
forcing them to chant Jai Sri
Ram and Pakistan Murdabad,”
said Mahtha. “This is only the
version of the complainant.
We will get to know more
about the motive behind the
attack after interrogating the

apprehended suspects,” he
added. The three suspects
apprehended in this case are
Deepak Jha, Tarun Kumar and
Arvind Kumar, all residents of
colonies close to Sujata Chowk
in Ranchi, said police.

Several woollen traders,
mostly from Anantnag district
of Jammu and Kashmir, fre-
quent Ranchi and other parts
of Jharkhand with woollen
garments between October and
March. These traders have
complained of repeated
attempts at harassment by
some locals during their stay in
Ranchi lately.

Earlier this month, a sim-
ilar incident was reported in
Doranda locality of Ranchi
where a few Kashmiri traders
were beaten up by some locals
and asked to return to their
native state if they do not
chant “Jai Sri Ram” and
“Pakistan Murdabad”.

Some Kashmiri traders have
said that many more such inci-
dents occurred in different parts
of the city since October. They
have also admitted that this
was the first time that they
were being targeted and
harassed by some locals during
their stay in Jharkhand. A police
official, requesting anonymity,
said that jumping to conclusions
only on the basis of accusations
by a few men was not the right
way to go about such cases. A
thorough investigation, he said,
was needed in order to find the
real motive behind such attacks
if at all they happened. PNS
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After agreeing to repeal three
farm laws, the Modi

Government has agreed to
meet the protesting farmers’
demand to decriminalise stub-
ble burning, a major source of
air pollution in the national
Capital.

Announcing this, Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on Saturday
urged farmer groups to end
their agitation as the
Government has listed the
farm laws’ repeal Bill on the
very first day of the Winter
Session of Parliament on
November 29.

On withdrawal of cases
against farmers during the agi-
tation, Tomar said this is in the

domain of the State
Governments and they can
consider withdrawal of cases.

In the note on the farm law
repeal Bill, sent to Parliament
members, Tomar has defended
the three contentious farm
laws and wrote “the
Government has tried hard to
sensitise the farmers on the
importance of the farm laws
and explain the merits through
several meetings and other
forums. Without taking away
the existing mechanisms avail-
able to farmers, new avenues
were provided for trade of
their produce. Besides, farmers
were free to select the avenues
of their choice where they can
get more prices for their pro-
duce without any compulsion”.

“...the farm laws are pro-

posed to be repealed. It is also
proposed to omit sub section (
IA) of section 3 of the Essential
Commodities Act 1955 which
was inserted vide the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Act 2020,” the Bill said. 

“As we celebrate the 75th
year of Independence — Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav — the
need of the hour is to take
everyone together on the path
of inclusive growth and devel-
opment,” reads the note written
by the Agriculture Minister.

To repeal a law, a new law
has to be enacted and a specif-
ic repealing clause is added to
it. Therefore, the amendment
bill for the three farm laws
would have to be tabled in
Parliament the same way as any
other bill. 
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In wake of the new variant
Omicron, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Saturday
convened a high-level meeting
to review the situation relating
to Covid-19 and vaccination. 

Modi urged the officials to
be proactive and maintain
intensive containment and
active surveillance and make
people cautious. He also said
States should be sensitised on
the need to ensure that all those
who have got the first dose are
given the second dose timely.
The Prime Minister also asked
officials to review plans for eas-
ing international travel restric-
tions in the light of the emerg-
ing new evidence. 

“The PM was briefed about
the global trends on Covid-19
infections and cases. Officials
highlighted that countries across
the world have experienced
multiple Covid-19 surges since
the onset of the pandemic. The

PM also reviewed the national
situation relating to Covid-19
cases and test positivity rates. 

“The PM was apprised of
the progress in vaccination and
the efforts being made under
the ‘Har Ghar Dastak’ cam-
paign. The PM directed that
there is a need to increase the
second dose coverage and that
States need to be sensitised on

the need to ensure that all those
who have got the first dose are
given the second dose timely.
The PM was also given details
about the seropositivity in the
country from time to time and
its implications in public health
response,”  said the PMO in a
statement about the two-hour-
long review meeting chaired by
the PM.
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Hours after the Maharashtra
Government decided to

screen air passengers arriving
from at least 10 countries
where a deadly new coron-
avirus variant has 
been detected, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) on
Saturday announced that all the
passengers arriving here from
the Omicron “high-risk
nations” would undergo com-
pulsory institutional 
quarantine.

Making an announcement
about the civic body’s plans to
quarantine all those passengers
from the ten Omicron-hit
countries, Additional
Municipal Commissioner
Suresh Kakani said that the
BMC — in consultation with
the Chhatrapati Shivaji

Maharaj International Airport
— would make available a list
of all the passengers who have
arrived from abroad in the past
14 days to the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region.

From the list, the officials
will segregate the passengers
arriving here from at least 10
“high risk countries” South
Africa, Botswana, Brazil,
China, Israel, Belgium, Hong
Kong, Mauritius, New Zealand
and others where 
the new and more 
dangerous Omicron had been
detected.

Kakani said the BMC had
taken all precautions to deal
with Omicron.

“Institutional segregation
would be made compulsory for
passengers who landed at the
airport and they would not be
segregated at home under any
circumstances.
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Two days before the tabling
of the farm Bill in

Parliament to repeal 
the three legislations, protest-
ing farmer groups on Saturday
deferred their November 29
march to Parliament 
and urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to fulfil their
six demands.

The march to Parliament
on November 29 was
announced by Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU) leader Rakesh
Tikait.

The demands include writ-
ten assurance about giving
legal guarantee to procure-
ment of crops at minimum

support price (MSP) by
December 4, sacking and arrest
of Union Minister Ajay Mishra,
and compensations to the fam-
ily members of farmers who
lost their lives during the
protests. 

Now, the farmer groups
will wait for the Government’s
formal response to their
demands and then 
meet again on December 4 to
decide the further course of
action.

The decision of the framers
to defer the march to
Parliament has come as big
relief to the Government,
which is trying to 
buy peace with the farmers
ahead of the crucial Assembly
elections of UP, Uttarakhand,
and Punjab. 

The Government could
not have taken the risk of
using force to stop the farmers,
and this could have created an
unpredictable situation in the
national Capital.
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�What is Matsya
Kaand about?

It's basically a
cat and mouse
game between two
equally intelligent
and genius people.
That's Matsya
played by Ravii

Dubey and Ravi
Krishan ji is playing
Tej Raj, the guy is
trying to catch
Matsya. It's just a
brilliant back and
forth, trying to out
wit each other.

Which I think is
fabulous. It's more like

brains over brawn,
which is more
interesting to watch and
along with that you have

an incredible ensemble of
cast playing all of these
characters that make the
show come to life.

�What is your role? 
I play Raju, who I think

in some ways the heart of the
show. In the sense that he is
very jugaadu. The trait that

leads him to meet Matsya and
become a part of his team.
The three people team where
Raju is the glue that holds the
team together. He is a little
clumsy, he is very disarming,
full of heart, warmth and
very loyal. That's what
attracted me to this character.
A sweet boy that I don't think
people have had the chance
to see this character before.
That's the main reason why I
wanted to do this.

�How did you land this
project? 

Mr Gautam Talwar,
who is the chief content

officer of MX player was very kind
enough to set up a meeting with me
and Ajay sir. That's because he
thought I was right for the character.
We met and instantly clicked. I love
Ajay sir's energy, the way he is so calm
and incredibly supportive. With him,
it felt free. We had a couple of
meetings and he thought I was right
for the part and I obviously loved it
because I haven't done something like
this before. The show was great and
fantastic people in it from the creators
to the cast. 

�How tough was this role? 
More than tough, I would like

to say it was very exciting and fun.
I mean every job is tough in its own
way but for me, because I love
acting so much, they seem like
opportunities rather than obstacles. 

This was a team effort. You can
make paintings alone, songs alone,
most of the arts alone but you can't
make a show alone. You need a
great team around you and luckily
we found amazing people that all
just fit like a Legos together. It was
like clockwork and we were
working. It was just a fantastic
experience.

�How has your experience been
with your co-stars? 

Ravi bhaiya and Zoya are so fun
to be with. All three of us bonded
a lot after work. Zoya’s mom was
with us as well. 

All of us would go out to so
many dinners and lunches as much
as we could during COVID with the
places that were open. We had a
tremendous time gorging on all
sorts of food. 

I always made everyone jealous
of my samosas because I would eat
everything while Ravi bhaiya and
Zoya would watch what they eat.
That was my favourite thing to do.
We had an incredible time. The
whole show has been fantastic.

�You have been on screen from a
very young age. How did acting
happen?  

Acting happened a little late. I
started my career as a dancer. I won
Boogie Woogie back in 1997.  After
that me and my father, we all came to
Bombay so that I could have a career.
Through dancing a lot of people
suggested that because I was very
expressive in dance and I should try
acting. I started giving a few auditions
and then my first film was One Two
Ka Four. I got another one with
Salman called Kahi Pyaar Na Hojaye.
So then the acting journey started and
somewhere down the line I felt that
I was a better actor than a dancer. So
around the age of 14 I focused all my
energy into acting and the universe
has been kind. At the age of 18 I was
at the Oscars with Slumdog
Millionaire.

�You are known for Slumdog
Millionaireand your role and acting
is highly appreciated. How tough
was it to get into that character of
Salim?  

For Salim, the main thing was,
before that I had never played a grey
character. Even now, people associate
to that sort of characters. Before that
I was this very timid sort of nice guy.
I was a kid so I played a kid, all of the
things that I had done before, there is
nothing grey about that. So to get
someone like Salim who was more
complicated under the surface. It's not
just a guy who is doing bad things to
get money. There are layers there and
obviously you get to see them as the
film progresses. 

It was super intense and luckily
Danny Boyle was a director who sat
down with me because I was a young
actor. We had workshops with him for
couple of months. Almost two and a
half to three months before the film
began. It was very guided, that time I
wasn't even evolved enough as an actor
to bring a lot of myself to the character.

I did my fair share of research like I
went out with some guys who had a
similar vibe like Salim and I realised
that people who do bad things arent
that bad inherently. Things have
happened to them which doesn't
really justify what they do but you can
understand it in a way. That's how I
started approaching that character.

� What has been the most
challenging role till now? 

I think the most challenging role
that I have done was in this Disney
film called Million Dollar Arm. That
was difficult because I had done a
sports film before Slumdog
Millionaire. This was about baseball
and I had no clue about it. I had never
picked up a baseball in my life before,
which was great in a way because the
character also goes through the same
journey. But physically, it was very
enduring because for three months,
we had coaches and rigorous training
programme. I had to put up some
muscle so, it was very physically
demanding and that was one of the
first times I had to do that. 

I would say that because of the
physicality of it and the second one
would be this film called Matr which
was was after this life-ending car crash
that I had been through. In which I
had almost completely lost my face.
I had to get multiple surgeries done
to look like myself again. Because of
the accident, I thought I would never
act again. The film was super exciting
but also very scary. That character
took a lot out of me as well.

�What genre do you prefer?
I will always say yes to a genre that

I haven't had the chance to do yet.
Funny but yeah science- fiction is the
one. A film like Sunshine by Danny
Boyle or like the Arrival. I love films
like that. I almost did get a show like
that but I missed out on it due to date
issues. Something in that realm, I
would absolutely jump up.
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The schemes and works of
the Government reached

the people. It is our resolve to
benefit the last line people in
the remote rural areas of 
the State.

To fulfill this commitment
towards the people, a campaign
is being run under ‘Your rights,
Your government, at your door’.
Under this, the benefits of
development and welfare
schemes are being given to
solve the problems of the peo-

ple by organising camps at vil-
lage, village and panchayat
level of the State,” said Chief
Minister Hemant Soren in
Ramgarh on Saturday.

The CM said that people
living in remote areas are not
aware of various schemes of the
government. Because of this
they are deprived of the bene-
fits of these schemes. Aapki
Adhikar Aapki Sarkar Aapke
Dwar campaign is being run to
make such people aware and
connect with the schemes. By
joining this campaign, you
became a participant in the
development of the state.

He said that the needy
always had to make several
rounds of government offices

regarding caste, income and
residential certificates, ration
cards and social security pen-
sions. In this way people should
not have such problems. This
campaign is being run for the
purpose that your problems
should be solved at your
doorstep.

The Chief Minister said
that even after being eligible
earlier, many needy and poor
could not get the benefits of
various pension schemes.
Because of this, the govern-
ment has started the Universal
Pension Scheme. In this, the
limit on the number of bene-
ficiaries for pension has been
abolished. The government has
decided to give pension to all

the elderly people above 60
years of age. The same, all wid-
ows, abandoned and disabled
will also get pension.

The CM said that capital is
being made available to
empower the women’s group.
Apart from this, the process of
commercializing the products
of Sakhi Mandals has started.
For this, the government is
working to make their products
available in the market through
the Palash brand. He said that
the government is taking all
necessary steps to achieve the
target of making the turnover
of the products of Sakhi
Mandals 15 hundred crores.

On this occasion, the CM
symbolically distributed assets

among the beneficiaries 10 of
Sona Sobran Dhoti-Sari Yojana,
10 of Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, 5 of MGNREGA shed,
10 of Chief Minister Pashudhan
Yojna, 5 of Phoolo Jhano Yojna,
5 of blanket distribution and
pension approval, 5 of mosquito
net distribution scheme. Apart
from this, Rs 5 crore among five
Sakhi Mandals under JSLPS
SSG Bank Linkage Scheme, Rs
18 lakh jointly to 6 beneficiaries
for finger harvesting in Bhairav
Reservoir, Rs 25 lakh to two
beneficiaries under Chief
Minister Employment
Generation Scheme respec-
tively. And Rs 15 lakh among
two beneficiaries were given to
the land settlement lease.
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The country’s largest trade
fair, the India International

Trade Fair, concluded on
Saturday. At the conclusion of
the fair, Union Minority Affairs
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
presented the Jharkhand
Pavilion with a Gold Medal and
a Citation in the Focus State
Category.

The Director of the pavil-
ion, Rajendra Prasad received
the medal and the citation on
behalf of the Jharkhand
Pavilion. On this occasion, he
said that this pavilion put up by
the Jharkhand Industries

Department is a world class
platform for various depart-
ments of Jharkhand and its
craftsmen, artisans and busi-
nessmen. On behalf of
Jharkhand Pavilion, we are
grateful to India Trade
Promotion Organization for
this medal.

Director Rajendra Prasad
informed that this year around
42 stalls were set up in the
pavilion. To whom the
Jharkhand Industries
Department gave a citation for
coming to the pavilion. In this,
Jharkhand’s Department of
Mines and Geology was given
first, Forest Environment and

Climate Change was given the
second and Ranchi Smart City
was given third place. This year
around 20 lakhs have been sold

at the stalls of Jharkhand in the
fair. It is expected that next year
the fair will bring more good
collections from the State.
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Aseminar on National
Education Policy (NEP)

2020 was organised at the
Central University of Jharkhand
(CUJ) on Saturday. Adviser to
the Prime Minister, Amit Khare
was the Chief Guest of this
event where he highlighted the
importance of NEP.

Addressing the gathering
on the occasion Khare said that
this policy is very important
towards building a knowledge
based society which establish-
es a synergy between the glob-
al scenario and the Indian
knowledge tradition.

The Adviser added its
objective is to promote basic
knowledge. “Great emphasis
has been laid on education in
Indian languages for this rea-
son. This education policy will

bring a comprehensive change
in the Indian education system
in future through a multidisci-
plinary education system, inter-

nationalisation of education,
vocational and technology
based education and research
based knowledge,” he added.

Khare emphasised that
with the advent of this policy,
its implementation is of para-
mount importance. Many
neighbouring countries are
seeing India as a hub in the
field of education. He said that
the role of the Central
University of Jharkhand is also
important because other edu-
cational institutions of the state
look at it as a mentor.

On this occasion, the Vice
Chancellor, CUJ, Kshiti
Bhushan Das while welcoming
the chief guest said that CUJ
has made many such efforts in
the field of education and
research, whose far-reaching
results will be seen in the com-
ing times. He said that this uni-

versity is in the next stage of
development which has some
challenges. Everyone’s cooper-
ation is necessary to solve this.

On this occasion, Ratan
Kumar Dey who is the Director
of IQAC, presented a report
related to the education and
research of the university. He
said that many steps have been
taken in the context of the
National Education Policy.
Referring to various committees,
he said that they are related to
the National Education Policy
and are working on various
qualitative aspects, whose imple-
mentation will be seen soon.

At the end of the event, the
Registrar of CUJ, SL
Harikumar, gave the vote of
thanks. All the Deans, heads,
teachers and staff of the uni-
versity were present during
this event.

Ranchi: JPCC President Rajesh
Thakur has written a letter to
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
requesting him that the families
of those killed by Covid-19
should get financial compen-
sation, referring to the failure of
the Modi government at the
Center and demanded that the
State government should pay a
compensation of Rs 1 lakh as its
share in the National Disaster
Management Authority.  

Thakur said that former
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi had said in the past that
the government should give Rs
4 lakh to the family of every
person, who lost his life due to
Covid-19. For this, his party will
put pressure on the Central
government because the
Central government is going to
give financial help to the cor-
porate houses and they do not
have money for the people
who died of Covid-19.

Thakur said that the Center
filed an affidavit in the Supreme
Court on September 11, saying
that it is unable to give Rs 4 lakh
to the families of those affect-
ed by Covid, the Center can
only give an ex-gratia amount
of Rs 50,000 as it does not have
enough funds. Thakur said that
it is very funny that the Centre
continues to charge on the
increased fuel prices.

The JPCC chief said that
the participation of the Center
and the State in the National
Disaster Management
Authority is 75 and 25 per cent
respectively. 

In such a situation, the
share of the Centre in provid-
ing financial assistance of Rs 3
lakh. As a welfare State, it is our
responsibility to help our citi-
zens in need and pressure can
be put on the central govern-
ment to give financial com-
pensation to the people. PNS
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Adelegation of Jharkhand
State Private School and

Children’s Welfare Association
(PASWA) met Chief Minister,
Hemant Soren and Finance
cum Food Supply Minister,
Rameshwar Oraon on Saturday
for the demand to open the
schools for children above
nursery level.

The delegation also
demanded the arrest of BJP
leaders who created ruckus
and uproar in the ongoing
JPSC recruitment examination
and submitted a memoran-
dum in this regard.

The delegation comprising
State PASWA Chief, Alok
Kumar Dubey, Vice President
Lal Kishorenath Shahdeo,
General Secretary, Rajesh
Gupta, Arvind Kumar and
Ranchi Metropolitan Paswa
in-charge Sushma Kerketta
handed a memorandum
regarding both the aforesaid
demand. The delegation also
gave a memento of the teacher’s
felicitation ceremony on behalf

of the organisation to the Chief
Minister.

Dubey urged the Chief
Minister to allow the operation
of schools for children above
nursery in the month of
December itself as very few
schools open in the month of
December. In such a situation,
by opening the school in
December for 10 days, one can
also evaluate the effect of coro-
na infection and then if the con-
ditions remain normal then the
school should be opened com-
pletely from January, he added.

Drawing the attention of
the Chief Minister, Shahdeo
and Gupta demanded that they
repeal the amendment made in
the basic law of RTE in 2019 by
former Chief Minister
Raghuvar Das. Both the lead-
ers also demanded a challan of
Rs 25000 for recognition and
abolish the system of FD of Rs
One lakh. They demanded to
be given a password for class
VIII so that no student could
be deprived of the examination.

The CM listened to the del-
egation’s request seriously and

assured to take appropriate
decisions on it.

On the JPSC recruitment
issues the leaders said that BJP,
which ruled for the longest
time, defamed the entire JPSC
and played with the future of
the youth. They said that even
today when JPSC is trying to
give jobs to the youth with
transparency and honesty
under the leadership of
Amitabh Choudhary, then BJP
is creating uproar in the selec-
tion process. 

“For the whole 5 years, BJP
did not hold even a single
examination, cheated the
youth, kept every job compli-
cated and today when the
Government wants to give
opportunities to the youth, the
BJP is deliberately dragging
JPSC into politics,” he added.

The leaders urged the
Chief Minister that all the
leaders registered in the FIR
should be arrested immediate-
ly, and those leaders who are
doing politics in JPSC for the
last many years should also be
identified.
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The court of Justice Sanjay
Dwivedi of Jharkhand High

Court on Saturday gave the last
opportunity to Jharkhand
police to file a supplementary
counter affidavit in the case
related to the alleged murder of
Binay Mahto, a student at the
Sapphire International School.

Manbahal Mahto, the
father of the deceased, had
approached the High Court in
2018 requesting a CBI inquiry
of this case. He approached the
court after two children booked
by police on the murder charge
were acquitted from Juvenile
Justice Board whereas their
parents were released on bail.

The aggrieved father said
that the police botched up the
investigation and he did not
hope his son would get justice.

On the intervening night of
February 4 and 5, 2016, Binay
Mahto a student of class VII
was murdered on the school
campus.

Jitendra Singh, the advo-
cate of the petitioner said that
the court gave the last oppor-
tunity to police to file a
counter-affidavit as to why not
an investigation should be
referred to the CBI. The court
will take up this matter on
December 2 means by this
time the police will have to sub-
mit the reply.

“The court has taken a
strong exception to the delay in
filing of a supplementary
counter-affidavit.  The court
even intended to summon the
DGP in person to seek an
explanation for the delay. But
state counsel Manoj Kumar
requested for the last opportu-

nity,” Singh said.
Singh said that the court

also observed that in a serious
case like this where a schoolboy
was murdered the police filed
a charge sheet in a very casual
manner to save real culprits
and the same has been
observed by the trial court in
its order.

The deceased was found
lying in the pool of blood at the
entrance of the teacher’s hostel
which is situated about 800m
from the boys’ hostel where he
was staying.

Police arrested a female
teacher of this school along
with her husband who was a
mathematics teacher at Taurain
World School. Besides, their
minor son and daughter were
arrested. Police presented juve-
nile love theory as the reason
behind the murder.
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders and workers staged

demonstrations across the over
250 blocks in Jharkhand
demanding conduction of
Panchayat elections at the ear-
liest and cancellation of the
recently held preliminary tests
by Jharkhand Public Service
Commission (JPSC).

Addressing a demonstra-
tion of party workers and lead-
ers in Namkum, BJP state pres-
ident and Rajya Sabha MP
Deepak Prakash accused the
ruling Hemant Soren-led gov-
ernment of delaying Panchayat
polls to avoid decentralization
of powers, and termed the gov-
ernment’s policies “dictatorial”.

“The government is post-
poning Panchayat elections as
a part of its hidden agenda of
continuing the corrupt prac-
tices in different areas of the
state unabated,” said Prakash,
adding that the BJP wants
Panchayat polls to be held at
the earliest in a bid to bring an
end to the “monkey business”
in the state.

Prakash said that glaring
anomalies in the recently held
preliminary exams for JPSC 7 to
JPSC 10 have come to light, but
the government was unwilling
to cancel the exams despite
widespread protests by candi-
dates. “Further investigation
into the matter will bring to fore
the names of several Congress
party and Jharkhand Mukti

Morcha (JMM) leaders involved
in the JPSC scam,” he said.

BJP handed addressed a
memorandum to Governor
Ramesh Bais throwing light on
the alleged malpractices of the
ruling government.

During the day-long
demonstration, BJP General
Secretary Dharampal Singh
attended the demonstration at
Nagdi Block, General Secretary
Aditya Sahu at Kanke Block and
General Secretary Balmukund
Sahai at Garhwa Block.

The tenure of the over
4,000 Panchayat bodies in
Jharkhand have already been
extended twice. In January,
the state government extended
the tenure of Panchayat bodies
by six months owing to the fail-
ure in conducting elections
due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. In August, their tenure was
extended for the second time.

Ministers in the govern-

ment have said in the past that
the state government was in
talks with the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
regarding Panchayat polls, and
was waiting for the ECI to
announce the dates.

Meanwhile, several thou-
sand JPSC aspirants have been
demanding cancellation of the
recently conducted prelimi-
nary tests for JPSC 7 to 10 cit-
ing favouritism and anomalies
in the system. The protestors
also accused the commission of
not releasing cut-off marks for
the exams.

Following widespread
protests by students, JPSC
recently released the category-
wise cut-off marks for the
exams and also answered
queries of the candidates.
However, student bodies,
backed by political parties, still
stick to their demand of can-
celling the exams.
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PNS n Jamshedpur

There has been a sudden
rise in Covid-19 cases.  On an
average, six Covid positive
cases have emerged in the steel
city in the past fortnight, most
of them having travel history.
Active cases have shot up to 41.

“Last year too, the cases
resurfaced after the festive sea-
son. We need to be careful to
ensure that the third wave is
avoided. We need to be careful

in the coming days because of
the New Year. We should con-
tinue to avoid crowding, wear
masks and follow social dis-
tancing. This will reduce the
chances of spread of the virus,”
said an official of the health
department.

At present, Ranchi and
East Singhbhum are two dis-
tricts that had most of the
active cases. According to
experts, people from across
the state and even outside visit

Ranchi and Jamshedpur in
large numbers, making these
two cities vulnerable to Covid-
19 infection.

As part of its strategy to
combat the threat of further
spread of coronavirus, the dis-
trict administration has also
stepped up checking of those
entering the city. In view of the
importance of the Dobo-
Kanderbera road linking to
the steel city through
Domuhani Bridge, vehicular

movement through that stretch
has increased considerably.

“The trend of the virus is
on the decline but we need to
be careful during the festive sea-
son. Any kind of environmen-
tal pollution could be haz-
ardous for Covid patients who
have residual symptoms along
with breathing difficulties. With
Diwali round the corner, burst-
ing of crackers will add more
suspended particulate matter to
the atmosphere and could

severely affect patients with
lung diseases,” said an 
official.

The administration has
also announced launching of
Covid sample collection at the
entry points after a spike in the
number of Coronavirus posi-
tive cases in the steel city. Over
60 percent of positive cases
have travel history -- travelling
either by trains or by road.

The entry points where
the Covid sample test is to

begin shortly include Tiring
checking post bordering
Odisha, Baharagora checking
point, Pardih Chowk on NH-
33 and near Kharkai bridge in
Bistupur.

“ We are keeping an eye on
crowding during the festive
season. The slight decline in
daily cases in the last few days
should not be taken as the end
of the virus. Forget about a
third wave, the first wave would
not be over,” he said.
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Four new persons have test-
ed positive with coronavirus

infection in Bokaro district on
Friday late evening. Among
those who test positive for
COVID-19 are an elderly per-
son (66), resident of
Karmatand, Tupkadih, a 27
years youth resident of Sector
1, another 44 years man resi-
dent of Sector 6A, and one
woman resident of Sector 
4 f of Bokaro Steel City,
informed a district health
department official.    

A few days earlier, one kid
aged about seven years and an
elderly woman (67 years) test-
ed positive for Covid-19 in the
district. According to the
reports, 19470 were tested pos-

itive for coronavirus in the dis-
trict, while 19,180 were recov-
ered. The death toll stands at
286 in the district, he said.

Over 15 lakhs eligible ben-
eficiaries have got their vaccine
shots against COVID-19 in
the Bokaro district so far. Civil
Surgeon Dr. Jitender Kumar
Singh informed that a total of
15,04,327 eligible beneficiaries
had been vaccinated against
COVID-19 in the district by 26
November, including the first
dose is 10,75,279 while around
4,29,048 beneficiaries got their
second doses.

Singh appealed to the peo-
ple of the district to reach the
vaccination centre in maxi-
mum numbers, take the vac-
cine, and prevent the spread of
infection of COVID-19. 
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Special summary revision of the electoral roll
going on in Palamu is  not satisfactory

observed the state chief electoral officer K Ravi
Kumar  who reached Daltonganj to take stock of
special summary revision said sources. 

Speaking to this correspondent K Ravi
Kumar said the performance so far in Palamu is
not satisfactory as right from BLO(booth level
officer) down to top this work does not get the
right care and attention. 

There is no mobilisation by the administra-
tion here for this special summary revision which
has begun from November 1 and will 
continue upto December 15 said the state chief
electoral officer. 

He said the updating of the electoral roll help
to a great extent in the panchayat election. 

Asked if the lackadaisical attitude is because
of any non availability of the forms etc to which
the state chief electoral officer K Ravi Kumar said
very emphatically there is no question of any non
availability of forms as BLOs have with them 400
to 500 of the forms with them. 

K Ravi Kumar later visited the YSN Mahila
college in Daltonganj and interfaced with the stu-
dents there. 

Here was held a quiz on the election,
democracy, voting etc in which the girl students
took keen interest said the professor in charge of
the YSN Mahila college Dr Mohini Gupta. 

A student who is going to be 18 even on
January 1,2022 is free and welcome to enrol him-
self as voters.
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Garhwa Police arrested 3 persons involved
in tempo theft and various robbery inci-

dents, on Saturday. Police also recovered Rs
25010 cash, stolen tempo’s stepney and a num-
berless Pulsar motorcycle used in the robbery
from them. Garhwa SDPO Awadh Kumar
Yadav told reporters on here that after com-
ing to the notice of the incident of robbery of
Rs 25,000 from one Kashinath Kesari, Garhwa
SP Anjani Kumar Jha formed a team under the
leadership of SDPO Awadh Kumar Yadav.  The
team formed has arrested 3 people on the basis
of secret information.  The arrested persons
have been identified as Digvijay Narayan
Singh alias Vijay Singh village Naudiha under
Patan police station , Akhilesh Kumar Tiwari
village Rajwadih and Vikas Pandey village
Redma, both under Daltonganj police station
of  Palamu district.

On November 25, there was a robbery of
Rs 25000 from Kashinath Kesari, for which
Garhwa Town police station case number
610/2021 was registered.  Digvijay, who was
involved in this robbery  , has been arrested
from his residence.  On November 17, A
Accused accepted his involvement in robbery
of Rs. 200000 to Chhotu Chaudhary  and ?
70000  from a woman riding an auto.  Police
have recovered Rs 20010 worth of loot from
him as well as a Pulsar motorcycle without
number used in the robbery incident.

In the second incident, two thieves who
were involved in the tempo theft on November
16 have also been arrested.  The police have also
recovered the stepney of the stolen tempo.  For
this, the police had registered Garhwa police
station case number 615 2021.
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Jamshedpur: Jharkhand’s first
Bigbasket Facility was inaugu-
rated near Sonari Community
Centre, Jamshedpur. CEO and
Co-founder of Bigbasket, Hari
Menon was the chief guest of
the occasion. Bigbasket was
founded in December 2011 in
Bangalore by a team of five —
V S Sudhakar, Hari Menon,
Vipul Parekh, VS Ramesh and
Abhinay Choudhari. 

The team has both offline
and online retail experience, as
they had earlier set up India’s
first e-commerce site
FabMart.com in 1999, and
then established the Fabmall —
Trinethra chain of more than
200 grocery supermarket stores
in southern India.

Servicing over 20 million
registered customers, bigbasket
has grown into India’s largest
online supermarket with over
40,000 products from over
1000 brands and presence in
over 30 cities across the coun-
try. bigbasket’s online store
covers the whole gamut of
grocery products across various
categories: Fresh Fruits &
Vegetables, Grocery & Staples,
Beverages, Bakery & Dairy,
Branded Foods, Meat & Eggs,
Personal Care and Home care
& household products.

Bigbasket is committed to
making life simpler and gro-
cery shopping a breeze through
its wide range of products,
competitive prices and conve-
nience of finding all require-
ments at one single source. big-
basket also introduced 2 busi-
nesses in 2018 — bbdaily &
bbinstant. PNS

 �����
����
�
*�	��
'�����������
����	������

����� ��(�����J

On the occasion of
‘Constitution Day’ NTPC

Pakri Barwadih Coal 
Mining Project organised a
preamble reading session
among its employees on
November 26. 

Project Executive Director,
MVR Reddy, General Manager,
Neeraj Jalota and all other staff
were present during the pre-
amble reading session.

The main objective of the
session was to promote consti-
tutional values among all.

On this occasion, MVR
Reddy, the executive director of
the project, wished his employ-
ees on the Constitution Day
and said, “Constitution is the
soul of democracy as well as the
basic foundation of India’s
unity and progress, let 
us come to this country and re-
dedicate yourself to justice,
liberty, equality and fraternity.”
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The Delhi High Court has
rejected CRPF DG Kuldiep

Singh’s plea for waiver of the
�20,000 fine imposed on him
in a contempt plea.

Earlier this week, Justice
Najmi Waziri in an order said,
“This application seeks waiver
of the cost imposed vide order
dated 29.10.2021. Since no
ground is made out, the appli-
cation is dismissed.”

“An order is stated to have
been passed on the petitioner’s
representation and the same
has been communicated to
him. However, costs of �20,000
has not been paid in terms of
the previous order. Let the
same be paid within two weeks.
List for compliance on
21.12.2021,” reads the latest
order.

The contempt plea was
filed by a serving deputy com-
mandant for non-compliance
of the court order dated June 9
on a writ petition filed by a
group serving CRPF officers
aggrieved by the discriminato-
ry provisions and differential
policy for promotion for med-
ical officers and combatant
officers.

Through an order on
October 29, the Delhi High
Court had slapped a fine of Rs
20,000 on CRPF Director
General Kuldiep Singh in
response to a contempt peti-
tion.

Through its order in June,
the court had directed the
CRPF chief to address the
grievances of the combatant
officers within 12 weeks.

The petitioners were
aggrieved with the anomalies
in the promotional entitle-
ment of the medical cadre
officers of the paramilitary
who were getting a faster pro-
motion than the combatant
officers.

“Since the petitioner had to
approach this court on account
of non-compliance of the
aforesaid order, costs of
�20,000 is imposed upon the
respondent (CRPF DG) to be
paid to the petitioner on or
before the next date,” the court
had said in its October order.

The petitioner Ranjeet
Kumar Singh, a combatant in
the rank of Deputy
Commandant, and other serv-
ing officers had filed a con-
tempt petition against CRPF
Chief and had sought exem-
plary costs to be imposed on
him on account of non-com-
pliance of the court order.

The court posted the mat-
ter of the contempt petition
after four weeks on November
24 and sought a compliance
affidavit to be submitted by
CRPF, Director General.
However, the fine was not
deposited as ordered by the
court.

A division bench of the
court had on June 9 directed
the petitioner’s representation
dated March 28, 2020 to be
disposed-off by the respondent
(CRPF DG) within 12 weeks
and failure of compliance led
to the contempt plea..

“However, there is not
even a whisper of compliance
of the said order, thereby con-
straining the petitioner to

approach this court by way of
instant contempt petition for
which he has expended
monies,” the court had noted
in its order while slapping the
fine on the CRPF, DG.

Through the writ petition
filed last year, the petitioner
had sought quashing of a
CRPF order dated June 10,
2010 and signal (internal mes-
sage) dated February 21, 2019
relating to assignment of rank
and badge to Medical Officers
of CRPF in accordance with
CRPF (Medical Officers
Cadre) Rules.

But the CRPF, through its
order in June 2010 and a Signal
(internal communication plat-
form of CRPF) message in
February 2019 diluted the
position postulated by the
Ministry and made provisions
to grant promotion to the
medical officers without any
link to the cadre officers get-
ting a promotion.

After being slapped a fine
of �20,000 by the Delhi High
Court for failing to pass a rea-
soned order on discriminato-
ry promotion policy of medical
and cadre officers, CRPF DG
Kuldiep Singh had subse-
quently trashed the petitioner’s
February 2020 plea to remedy
the differential promotion of
the two cadres in grant of
badge and uniform.
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Reviewing the Himachal
Pradesh bypoll debacle

where it lost one Lok Sabha and
three Assembly seats, the BJP
has blamed wrong choice of
candidates selection and "inter-
nal resentment" as the main
causes for the Congress mak-
ing a stunning comeback in the
State.

The State BJP that reviewed
the reasons of poll defeats this
week from November 24 to
November 26 also listed fac-
tionalism for the party's defeats
in all four byelections held on
October 30. 

BJP president J P Nadda
who hails from the State also
addressed the BJP unit after the
latter carried-out an extensive
postmortem of the poll revers-
es.

The BJP lost the four
Himachal seats that held
bypolls — the Mandi parlia-
mentary seat, and the Assembly
constituencies of Arki,
Fatehpur and Jubbal-Kotkhai

The reports prepared by
the State BJP said the party
failed to gauge the sympathy for
Pratibha Singh, the Congress
candidate for the Mandi seat
and widow of former Chief
Minister Virbhadra Singh.
Selection of candidates for
assembly bypoll "without ascer-
taining their local base" and
and internal resentment were
assessed to be the factors weak-
ening BJP's challenge to the
Congress.

Besides pocketing the pres-
tigious Mandi Lok Sabha seat,
the Congress also bagged
assembly seats of Arki, Jubbal-
Kotkhai and Fatehpur in the
state and managed to resurrect
itself where the BJP held its
sway for over one decade.

Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur, BJP state president
Suresh Kashyap, former chief
minister Prem Kumar Dhumal,
and state-in-charge Avinash
Rai Khanna participated in
the review meeting.

BJP is also in the process of
reviewing party's performance
in the byelections in the states
like West Bengal and Rajasthan
where  it did not perform to the
expectations and is likely to
affect major changes in these
state units in coming month.

The BJP lost the two
bypolls in Rajasthan and ran
third and fourth in the
Dhariawad and Vallabhnagar
seats in Rajasthan.

The feud of former Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje's
differences with state unit pres-
ident Satish Punia seem to
have  played  a negative factor
in the bypoll debacle that went
on to strengthen hands of a
'shaky' Congress Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot facing 'dissi-
dence' from within his own
party.

In West Bengal it Lost all
four  assembly seats including
the one it held in the North
Bengal 

The remarkable comeback
of the Congress in Himachal
Pradesh had put question mark
on the leadership of the Chief
Minister Thakur who put
blame on the "price rise" for the
defeat instead of 'owning-up'
the bypoll reverses in the state.

According to sources,
Thakur would be allowed to
make suitable changes in the
party structure in the state
and "continues" to enjoy the
confidence of the central lead-
ership.

Assembly polls are due in
Himachal Pradesh in
November, next year. 
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has

arrested an Assistant Sub
Inspector, Police Station
Bishnah, Jammu (Jammu and
Kashmir) for demanding and
accepting a bribe of �20,000
from the complainant who had
approached the SHO for regis-
tering a case against certain per-
sons who were trying to
encroach and sell his land.

A case was registered on a
complaint against the accused
ASI Sham Lal on the allegations

of demanding a bribe.
It was alleged that in

September, 2020, the com-
plainant had submitted a com-
plaint to SHO, Bishnah for
registration of an FIR against
certain persons who were try-
ing to encroach and sell his
land, the CBI said in a state-
ment.

It was further alleged that
the said ASI initially threatened
and pressured the complainant
to compromise with the
encroachers and later, demand-
ed a bribe of �50,000 for taking
action on the complaint and for

clearing all disputes related to
the complainant's land, it said.

Later, the bribe amount
was allegedly negotiated at
�20,000.

The CBI laid a trap and
caught the accused red-handed
while demanding and accepting
negotiated bribe money of
�20,000 from the complainant.

Searches were conducted at
the premises of the accused at
Jammu.

The accused is being pro-
duced before the Court of
Special Judge, CBI Cases,
Jammu.
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Union Minister for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas

Naqvi said on the conclusion
day of 'Hunar haat' here on
Saturday that it registered sale
of indigenous products worth
crores of rupees and enor-
mously  encouraged artisans
and craftsmen from across the
country for whom more such
'Haats' will be organised across
the States on a "continuous
basis".

Over 550 artisans and
craftsmen from more than 30
States/UTs participated in the
33rd “Hunar Haat”, organised
at India International Trade
Fair at Pragati Maidan from
14th to 27th November 2021.  

Talking to newspersons
Naqvi said that while people
purchased indigenous exquis-
ite handmade products worth
crores of rupees at the “Hunar
Haat”, the artisans and crafts-
men have also received orders
worth crores of rupees from
national as well as international
buyers.

“Hunar Haat” received
IITF2021 Silver Medal for
strengthening commitment to
“Vocal for Local” and its strong
presence at Trade Fair.

Naqvi said that Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s

“mantra” of “Vocal for Local”
and “Swadeshi to Swavlamban”
has encouraged and promoted
India's traditional and ancestral
legacy of handloom-handi-
craft.

With 300 stalls, this was
the largest participation by
the Union Ministry of
Minority Affairs in India
International Trade Fair this
year. Canara Bank had set up
a stall in the “Hunar Haat” to
provide easy loans to artisans
and craftsmen for employ-
ment and self-employment.

Renowned artists such as
Annu Kapoor, Vinod Rathore,
Sudesh Bhosale, Roop Kumar
Rathore and Sonali Rathore,
Suresh Wadekar and Padma
Wadekar, Amit Kumar, Mohit
Khanna, Prem Bhatia, Osman
Mir, Rekha Raaj,  Vivek

Mishra, Ankita Pathak, Priya
Mallick, Bhupendra Singh
Bhuppi, Mirza Sisters, Posh
James and others made mem-
orable spectacular perfor-
mances every evening at
“Hunar Haat”.

The next "Hunar Haat"
will be organised at Surat (11
to 20 December) and JLN
Stadium, New Delhi (22
December 2021 to 2 January
2022). 

“Hunar Haats” will also be
organised in Mysuru,
Guwahati, Pune, Ahmedabad,
Bhopal, Patna, Puducherry,
Mumbai, Jammu, Chennai,
Chandigarh, Agra, Prayagraj,
Goa, Jaipur, Bengaluru, Kota,
Sikkim, Srinagar, Leh,
Shillong, Ranchi, Agartala and
other places in the coming
days, the ministry said. 
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The Modi Government
constituted a five-member

committee to ensure timely
completion of various projects
executed under the Central
Vista Redevelopment Plan.
The five-member committee
will be headed by former
finance secretary Ratan P
Watal. Other members of the
panel are Deputy CAG P.K.
Tiwari, former director of
L&T Shailendar Roy and IIT
Delhi professor Mausam and
the ministry’s joint secretary. 

The terms of reference of
committee stated that the

panel will ensure continuous
monitoring of the pace of exe-
cution of various projects of
Central Vista with respect to
targeted milestones to ensure
their timely completion. The
committee has been formed
for next two years or next
order (whatever is earlier) by
the government.

The redevelopment of the
Central Vista, the nation's
power corridor, envisages a
new parliament building, a
common central  
secretariat, revamping of the
3-km-long Rajpath from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan to India
Gate, new office and resi-

dence of the prime minister,
and a new vice-president
enclave. The ministry said
that the five-member com-
mittee will meet regularly
and undertake site  
inspections for an indepen-
dent review. 

It will submit its reports
and recommendations to the
HUA ministr y on a 
regular basis. Apart from this,
it will also ensure that project
is executed according to the
approved scope of work and
prescribed standards and
specifications. 

Earlier this month, infra-
structure firm Kamladityya

Construction Pvt Ltd was
awarded the contract for con-
structing the vice-president
enclave 

In October, Larsen &
Toubro Limited had won the
tender work for the con-

struction and maintenance
of the first three buildings of
the Common Central
Secretariat under the Central
Vista redevelopment pro-
ject.Tata Projects Limited is
constructing a new parlia-

ment bui lding while
Shapoorji  Pal lonji  and
Company Limited is execut-
ing the redevelopment work
of the Central Vista Avenue
from the Rashtrapati Bhavan
to India Gate.

����� ���	�����

Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun

Kharge accused the
Government on Saturday of
surrendering Indian territory to
China and said the BJP has
transformed itself into the
"Beijing Janata Party".

"In Arunachal Pradesh,
BJP government lets China to
build vil lages.  In Uttar
Pradesh, BJP government
showcases Chinese airport as
its own. In Ladakh, govern-
ment surrenders and cedes our
territory to Chinese. BJP has
transformed into Beijing

Janata Party," Kharge said.
The Congress has been

criticising the government
over Chinese incursions in
Ladakh and Uttarakhand and
now in Arunachal Pradesh.

The opposition party has
also been demanding that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi take action against
China and reclaim Indian ter-
ritory.

A meeting of parliamen-
tary party group chaired by
Party president Sonia Gandhi
also decided to corner the
government on this Chinese
loopholes during the Winter
Session beginning Monday.
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Fo r m e r
Congress chief

Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday termed
the new Covid-19
variant as a "seri-
ous threat" and
said bad vaccination figures
can't be hidden for long.

"New variant is a serious
threat.  High t ime the
Government of India gets
serious about providing vac-
cine security to our country-
men. Bad vaccination figures
can't be hidden for long
behind one man's photo," the
Congress leader said in a
tweet.

Rahul had on both the
occasion, first wave and pre
second wave claimed to have
alerted the government to
take preventive and precau-
tionary measures against the
covid. His party also on sev-
eral occasions remarked that
Rahul was the first one to have
alerted the government on
the the pandemic.

According to the Ministry
of Health and Family welfare,
till now, 121.06 crore vaccine
doses have been administered
so far under Nationwide
Vaccination Drive.

Amid rising concern
about a new COVID-19 vari-
ant 'Omicron' first detected in
South Africa, India has also
added several countries to
the list from where travellers
would need to follow addi-
tional measures on arrival in
India, including post-arrival
testing for infection.

The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare adds
Hong Kong and Israel to the
list of countries from where
travellers would need to follow
additional measures on arrival
in India, including post-
arrival testing considering the
detection of the new COVID-
19 variant 'Omicron' in South
Africa.

This variant is reported to
have a significantly high
number of mutations, and
thus, has serious public health
implications for the country,
in view of recently relaxed visa
restrictions and opening up of
international travel.
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The Centre has told the
Supreme Court that there is

a robust regulatory mechanism
and draft 'agreement for sale' has
already been prescribed under
the provisions of RERA, which
seeks to balance the rights and
interest of home buyers and pro-
moters in an accountable and
transparent manner.   

The Centre has filed
an affidavit in the top court on
a plea seeking direction to to
frame model pacts for builders
and agent buyers to protect
customers and bring in trans-
parency in the realty sector in
line with the Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (RERA)
Act, 2016. 

"There is a robust
regulatory mechanism and a
draft 'agreement for sale' has
already been prescribed under
the provisions of RERA, which
seeks to balance the rights and
interest of home buyers and pro-
moters in an accountable and
transparent manner," it said. 

It said that according
to section 84 of RERA, the
appropriate government that is
state government save in the
instances involving its applica-
tion in the territory of union ter-
ritories has to notify rules for
carrying out the provisions of
this Act. The union govern-
ment said that it has shared the

draft 'agreement for sale' in
2016 itself after the enactment
of RERA with all the states and
union territories and currently,
all the states and union territo-
ries have notified rules under
RERA except Nagaland with
which the Centre is in discus-
sion. 

"It must be brought
before the consideration of

this court that prior to 2014
Real Estate Sector was largely
unregulated. Under the regula-
tory regime of RERA, the ongo-
ing projects which have not
received the completion cer-
tificate; need to get registered
under RERA," it said, adding
that RERA ensures trans-
parency, accountability, and
financial discipline in the real
estate sector. 

The affidavit said
that RERA mandates for regis-
tration of projects before adver-

tising, marketing, booking, sell-
ing and the law ensures the
timely delivery of real estate
projects and the entire fund
flow is also subject to strict
monitoring by the regulator to
avoid diversion of funds, which
will also secure the interest of
home buyers. 

"The RERA seeks to
address vital issues of fair

transactions, timely delivery,
and quality construction
through speedy adjudication of
disputes, thus empowering the
home buyers," it said.

The Centre said that
under the provision of RERA,

if the developer fails to complete
the project as per terms of
agreement for sale, a home
buyer can either seek a refund
of paid amount along with
interest or ask for interest for
every month of delay, till the
handing over of the possession.
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South Africa complained on
Saturday that it is being

“punished” for detecting a new
Covid-19 variant Omicron
which the World Health
Organization has termed a
“variant of concern” and is
more transmissible than the
dominant Delta strain.

The decision by a number
of countries around the world
to ban flights from southern
Africa following the discovery
of the variant “is akin to pun-
ishing South Africa for its
advanced genomic sequenc-
ing and the ability to detect new
variants quicker,” the foreign
affairs ministry said in a state-
ment.

“Excellent science should
be applauded and not pun-
ished,” it said.

The ministry pointed out
that new variants had been dis-
covered in other parts of the
world.

“Each of those cases have
had no recent links with
Southern Africa, but the reac-
tion to those countries is stark-
ly different to cases in Southern
Africa,” it said.

Israel and Belgium
announced after South Africa
that they also had detected
cases of Omicron.

Government insisted that
South Africa’s “capacity to test
and its ramped-up vaccination

programme, backed up by a
world-class scientific commu-
nity should give our global
partners the comfort that we

are doing as well as 
they are in managing the 
pandemic”.

With more than 2.95 mil-

lion cases and 89,783 deaths,
South Africa is the worst-hit
country in Africa by 
the pandemic.
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The UK on Saturday detect-
ed two cases of the new

Covid-19 variant, Omicron,
according to health secretary
Sajid Javid as he added four
more African countries to
Britain’s travel red list.

The patients were detected
in Chelmsford and
Nottingham, Javid was quoted
as saying by the BBC.

He said that the cases are
linked and the two people are
self-isolating alongside their
households while further tests
and contact tracing takes place.

“We have been made aware
by @UKHSA of two UK cases
of the Omicron variant. The
two cases are linked and there
is a connection with travel to
southern Africa. These indi-
viduals are self-isolating with
their households while fur-
ther testing and contact tracing
is underway,” Javid said on
Twitter.

“As a precaution we are
rolling out additional targeted
testing in the affected areas -
Nottingham and Chelmsford -
and sequencing all positive
cases. This is a fast-moving sit-
uation and we are taking deci-
sive steps to protect public
health,” he said in another
tweet.

The new variant has also
been identified in South Africa,
Botswana, Belgium, Hong
Kong and Israel.

On Friday, the UK placed

South Africa, Namibia,
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho
and Eswatini on the list.

In his announcement on
Saturday, health secretary Javid
said Angola, Mozambique,
Malawi and Zambia would be
added to that list.

“We’ve always been very

clear that we won’t hesitate to
take further action if that is
what is required.

“Today I can announce
one thing that we are doing
immediately is carrying out tar-
geted testing and sequencing of
positive cases in the two areas
that are affected,” he said.

“We are also adding
Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia
and Angola to the travel red list
— effective from 4am Sunday.
If you have returned from
there in the last 10 days you
must isolate and get PCR tests.
And if you are eligible for your
booster jab — now is the time
to get it,” Javid tweeted.
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South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa has advanced

an urgent meeting with the
National Coronavirus
Command Council (NCCC) to
Saturday, amid growing glob-
al concern about the potentially
more contagious new Omicron
variant, which was first detect-
ed in the country.

The meeting was original-
ly scheduled for Sunday.

The meeting comes as a
growing number of European
countries are following UK’s
lead in banning travel to and
from South Africa and neigh-
bouring countries of Namibia,
Zimbabwe and Botswana, as
well as Lesotho and Eswatini
(formerly Swaziland), both of
which are landlocked within
South Africa.

The latest to impose the
ban are Mauritius, the US,
Israel, Sri Lanka and the
Netherlands.

Speculation is rife that
Ramaphosa will announce a
stricter lockdown and other
measures to curb the spread of
the new variant.

The new Covid-19 variant
B.1.1.529, first detected in
South Africa this week, was on
Friday designated as a “Variant
of Concern” by 
the World Health Organisation
(WHO), which named it
“Omicron”.

A “variant of concern” is
the WHO’s top 
category of worrying Covid-19
variants.
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With each passing hour,
new restrictions were

being slapped on travel from
countries in southern Africa as
the world scurried on Saturday
to contain a new variant of the
coronavirus that has the poten-
tial to be more resistant to the
protection offered by vaccines.

A host of countries, includ-
ing Australia, Brazil, Canada
Iran, Japan, Thailand and the
United States, joined others,
including the European Union
and the U.K. In impose restric-
tions on southern African coun-
tries in response to warnings over
the transmissibility of the new
variant — against the advice of
the World Health Organisation.

Despite the shutdown of
flights, there was increasing

evidence that the variant is
already spreading. Cases have
been reported in travellers in
Belgium, Israel and Hong
Kong, and Germany also has a

probable case. Dutch authori-
ties are checking for the new
variant after 61 passengers on
two flights from South Africa
tested positive for Covid-19.

The global health body
has named the new variant
omicron, labelling it a variant
of concern because of its high
number of mutations and some
early evidence that it carries a
higher degree of infection than
other variants. That means
people who contracted Covid-
19 and recovered could be
subject to catching it again. It
could take weeks to know if
current vaccines are less effec-
tive against it.

With so much uncertainty
about the omicron variant and
scientists unlikely to flesh out
their findings for a few weeks,
countries around the world
have been taking a safety-first
approach, in the knowledge
that previous outbreaks of the
pandemic have been partly
fuelled by lax border policies.

“It seems to spread rapid-
ly,” US President Joe Biden said
Friday of the new variant, only
a day after celebrating the
resumption of Thanksgiving
gatherings for millions of
American families and the
sense that normal life was
coming back at least for the
vaccinated. In announcing new
travel restrictions, he told
reporters, “I’ve decided that
we’re going to be cautious.”

Nearly two years on since
the start of the pandemic that
has claimed more than 5 mil-
lion lives around the world,
countries are on high alert. 

Dutch authorities have iso-
lated 61 people who tested
positive for Covid-19 on arrival
in the Netherlands on two
flights from South Africa on
Friday.
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The travel bans imposed on
South Africa by a growing

number of countries due to the
new potentially highly-trans-
missible variant of Covid-19 in
this country is “draconian” and
“misdirected”, Health Minister
Joe Phaahla has said. 

The new Covid-19 variant
B.1.1.529, first detected in
South Africa this week, was on
Friday designated as a “Variant
of Concern” by the World
Health Organisation (WHO),
which named it “Omicron”. 

“We feel that it’s a wrong

approach. It is misdirected and
it goes against the norms as
advised by the WHO. We just
feel that some of the leaderships
of (these) countries are finding
scapegoats to deal with what is
a worldwide problem,” Phaahla
said at a news briefing late
Friday evening.  

A “variant of concern” is
the WHO’s top category of
worrying Covid-19 variants. It
was first reported to the WHO
from South Africa on
November 24, and has also
been identified in Botswana,
Belgium, Hong Kong and
Israel. 
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The new potentially highly-
transmissible variant of

Covid-19, named Omicron by
the WHO, is not a disaster as
vaccines are still likely to pro-
tect against the serious disease
from it, a UK scientist, who
advises the government, said
on Saturday.

Professor Calum Semple, a
microbiologist from the UK
government’s Scientific
Advisory Group for

Emergencies (SAGE), struck a
note of caution on the world-
wide headlines around the new
B.1.1.529 variant detected in
South Africa.

The UK imposed travel
restrictions on six southern
African countries — South
Africa, Botswana, Lesotho,
Eswatini, Zimbabwe and
Namibia — as health authorities
said that they are investigating
the “most significant variant”
which could be potentially more
infectious and vaccine-resistant.
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Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, at his first

troop review Saturday, renewed
his pledge to consider “all
options,” including acquiring
enemy base strike capability,
and vowed to create a stronger
Self-Defence Force to protect
the country amid growing
threats from China and North
Korea. 

Kishida said the security
situation around Japan is rapid-
ly changing and that “the real-
ity is severer than ever,” with
North Korea continuing to
test-fire ballistic missiles while
advancing its capability, and
China pursuing a military
buildup and increasingly
assertive activity in the region.

“I will consider all options,
including possessing so-called
enemy base strike capability, to

pursue strengthening of
defense power that is neces-
sary,” Kishida said in an address
to hundreds of Ground Self-
Defense Force members in
olive-colored helmets and uni-
forms.

Kishida, who took office in
October, served as top com-

mander for the first time at
Saturday’s Self-Defense Force
troop review held at the main
army base Camp Asaka, north
of Tokyo. About 800 troops
gathered for the inspection,
according to the Defense
Ministry.

“The security environment
surrounding Japan has been
rapidly changing at an unprece-
dented speed. Things that used
to happen only in science-fic-
tion novels are today’s reality,”
Kishida said. He said his gov-
ernment will lead “calm and
realistic” discussions to deter-
mine what is needed to protect
people’s lives and gain their
understanding.

The possibility of possess-
ing so-called enemy base strike
capability has been a divisive
issue because opponents say it
violates Japan’s war-renouncing
Constitution. 

Peshawar: Darul Uloom
Haqqania madrassa, one of
Pakistan’s largest and oldest
seminaries and dubbed as a
‘university of jihad’ by its crit-
ics for helping sow violence
across the region for decades,
has educated more Taliban
leaders than any school in the
world and its alumni now hold
key positions in Afghanistan,
according to a media report.

The seminary in Pakistan’s
restive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province has had an outsize
effect in Afghanistan. The sem-
inary’s alumni founded the
Taliban movement and ruled
Afghanistan in the 1990s.

The school has argued that
the Taliban should be given the
chance to show they have moved
beyond their bloody ways since
they first ruled Afghanistan two
decades ago, The New York
Times reported on Friday. PTI
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Cash-strapped Pakistan will
soon get USD 3 billion as

loan from Saudi Arabia as the
Cabinet led by Prime Minister
Imran Khan has approved an
agreement to keep the amount
in the country’s central bank,
media reports said on Saturday.

The Saudi government had
promised to maintain a reserve
of $3 billion at the State 
Bank of Pakistan, Geo News
reported.

According to the agree-
ment, the aid will remain in the
SBP’s deposit account for a year.

“The SBP has finalised all
arrangements and now every-
thing is in place and the
amount of the agreed deposit
will be received within the
next couple of days,” official
sources told The News.

The federal Cabinet
approved the agreement to
keep the USD 3 billion aid from
Saudi Arabia in the SBP, the
reports quoted an official doc-
ument as saying. The Cabinet
approved the State Bank’s
retention of $3 billion 
from the Saudi Development
Fund.
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Solomon Islands police found
three bodies in a burned-out

building and arrested more
than 100 people in this week’s
violence sparked by concerns
about the Pacific nation’s
increasing links with China. 

Australian media reported
the bodies were recovered late
Friday after riots and protests
subsided. No other details were
given. Authorities imposed a
curfew in the capital Honiara,
after a 36-hour lockdown
ordered by the embattled Prime
Minister Manasseh Sogavare
ended Friday. 

Sogavare blamed outside
interference for stirring up the
protests calling for his resig-

nation, with a thinly veiled ref-
erence to Taiwan and the
United States. 
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Kabul: Taliban have killed a
young physician in
Afghanistan’s Herat province,
local media reported citing
sources on Friday.

According to Khaama
Press, the doctor, identified as
33-year-old Amruddin Noori
was killed in Herat city after he
did not stop at a police securi-
ty checkpoint, the victim’s fam-
ily members claimed while
speaking to media.

According to sources,
Noori used to have a small pri-
vate medical clinic had newly
got married. The Taliban came
to power in Afghanistan after
the seizure of the capital, Kabul,
on August 15, which led to the
collapse of the previous gov-
ernment and triggered mass
evacuations of foreign workers
and Afghan collaborators. ANI
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Democratic countries need
to join hands to think

about creating safety, trust and
accountability on the internet
which has no boundaries,
Minister of State for Electronics
and IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said on Saturday.

Speaking at the first ever
India Internet Governance
Forum (IIGF) organised by
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology and
National Internet Exchange of
India (NIXI), he said  India is
becoming one of the largest
connected nations with 800
million people online.

With the world’s largest
rural broadband programme,

India would soon have more
than 1 billion people on the
internet, he noted.

“Given the size of the inter-
net and cyberspace, which
does not have boundaries, it
needs cooperation. The world
needs to think about it, espe-
cially democratic countries and
societies,” Chandrasekhar said.

He said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched the
Digital India Mission with 3
major objectives -- to transform
lives of Indians, expand eco-
nomic opportunities with dig-
ital entrepreneurship, and
enhance strategic capabilities in
certain technologies including
the internet so that the future
of internet is shepherded by
countries that are open soci-

eties and share the same set of
democratic values and respect
citizen rights.

“IIGF in a lot of ways was
about talking and having more
stakeholders around the big
roundtable i.E. India about
how do we keep the internet
open? How do we make sure
that the internet is safe and
trusted by all those people
who use it, and safety and trust
being extremely important
attributes because there are
whole new demographics that
were not foreseen many years
ago which are children, women
and the elderly,”
Chandrasekhar said.

He said the government is
committed to connecting all
Indians to the internet.
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Industry body PHDCCI on
Saturday urged the GST

Council to rationalise rates,
stating that the current rates are
not in sync with the demand
creation and employment gen-
eration in the country. 

Pradeep Multani,
President, PHDCCI, said: “We
urge the government to ratio-
nalise the GST rates into three
major slabs of 5 per cent, 10 per
cent and 15 per cent along with
a few sin goods in the slab of
28 per cent”.

Items in category of 12
per cent rate should be

reduced to 10 per cent and
goods in the category of 18
per cent rate should be
reduced to 15 per cent, he sug-
gested.

He added that there
should not be more than 25
items in the category of sin
goods.

“The rationalisation of
the tax slabs would create
tremendous demand in the
economy, subside the infla-
tionary pressures and enhance
the sentiments of producers for
production and create
employment opportunities for
the growing workforce in the
country,” Multani said.
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An Indian delegation at the
Expo 2020 Dubai on

Saturday described India as the
preferred destination partner
for textiles and clothing, and
emphasised on the need for
exporters to use the UAE as the
gateway to Africa and Europe.

The delegation from
India’s textile industry gathered
here for a networking session
- Deepening Engagement with
UAE and the World - to high-
light the opportunities in the
sector.

It described India as the
preferred destination partner
for textiles and clothing and
also emphasised on the need
for Indian exporters to use the
UAE as the gateway of exports
to Africa and Europe.

The Ministry of Textiles
officials also highlighted the
Government’s Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
for textiles, which aims to
boost the production of Man-
Made Fibre (MMF) fabric,
MMF apparel and technical
textiles. Several export pro-
motion council officials were

present on the occasion.
Chandrashekhar Bhatia,

Chairman of the Global
Business Federation, said the
textile industry can help India
achieve its target of becoming
a 5 trillion economy.

“I request all stakeholders
in India’s textile industry here
in the UAE and back home to
play their role. With collabo-
rations such as these, the tar-
get can definitely be achieved,”
Bhatia said.

India’s Consul General in
Dubai Dr Aman Puri said that
India has traditional strengths
in the textile sector and there
are huge opportunities for it to
grow.

“Since Expo 2020 is a six-
month event, we would like to
see over its remaining four
months is more entrepreneurs,
innovators, start-ups and
women entrepreneurs in this
sector to come and showcase
their work,” he said.

Dr Puri also said that
Indian textile sector entrepre-
neurs should look at Dubai as
a gateway for their expansion
in the Middle East and North
Africa region and beyond.
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The East Delhi Municipal
Corporation (EDMC) in its

budget on Friday proposed to
increase property tax on resi-
dential and commercial prop-

erties and suggested dropping
taxation on cycle rickshaws,
milch animals and those which
pull vehicles.

EDMC Commissioner
Vikas Anand presented the
revised budget estimates for the

financial year 2021-22 and
budget estimates for 2022-23
fiscal at the corporation head-
quarters in Patparganj.

The decision to not levy
taxes on owners of milch ani-
mals like cows, buffaloes, and
those which pull vehicles like
horses, has been taken as, “it is
not appropriate with changing
times,” a senior official said.

These taxes were imposed
during the British rule, he said.

Also, a professional tax,
education cess and betterment

tax have been proposed in the
budget, the official said.

Residential, commercial
and non-residential plots are
currently divided into multi-
ple categories in the city, there
are no residential properties in
the A-B category, officials
said.

The EDMC budget has
proposed an increase in prop-
erty tax for the residential cat-
egory with 13 per cent for the
C-E category and 10 per cent
for the F-H category. 

������ ���	�����

Centre’s specialised groups
will address banking chal-

lenges faced by exporters, said
Union Minister of State for
Finance, Dr Bhagwat
Kishanrao Karad.

Speaking at the ‘Banking
Conclave on Exports’ organised
by FIEO in Mumbai on Friday,
the minister announced for-
mation of various groups to
address the problems raised by
exporters and other stake-
holders consisting of FIEO,
leading banks, IBA, Ministry of
Commerce and Ministry of
Finance including one
on challenges of e-commerce
retail exports.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of banking sector in pro-
moting and facilitating exports.

He informed that several
reforms related to the banking
sector have taken place in the
recent past, and all the banks
have implemented it in a suc-
cessful manner.
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The US dollar recorded a
deep decrease in late trad-

ing on Friday as demand for a
safe haven shot up.

The dollar index, which
measures the greenback against
six major peers, decreased 0.75
per cent at 96.0468 in late
trading.The discovery of a new
Covid-19 variant in South
Africa sent jitters across glob-
al markets on Friday, Xinhua
news agency reported. Surging
demand for a safe haven drove
10-year Treasury bond yield to
1.479 per cent on Friday, down
16.2 basis points from the pre-
vious trading session.
Commodity-based currencies
were in a free fall on Friday
morning as the price of com-
modities plunged with global
equities, said a note by foreign
exchange and international
payment solutions provider
Tempus, Inc.

������ ���	�����

Strong domestic as well as
export demand will improve

year-on-year (YoY) sales vol-
umes of overall textile sector in
FY22, said India Ratings and
Research (Ind-Ra).

According to the agency,
domestic as well as export
demand will sustain during
the rest of FY22.

Besides, it has maintained
the rating outlook of the sector
at ‘Stable’ for the reminder of
FY22, expecting a sustained
improvement in the sector
players’ profitability and the
continued deleveraging of their
balance sheets.

“The strong operating cash
flows will lead to an improve-
ment in their credit metrics,
despite the likely increase in the
working capital requirement on
the back of the higher sales vol-
umes and increased capital
expenditure.”

“The benefits of integrated
business operations, healthy
balance sheet liquidity and
operating efficiencies over
FY22 have already been fac-
tored into the ratings.”

As per the agency, the
domestic demand improved

over ‘2HFY21’ before declining
marginally during ‘1QFY22’,
due to the closure of malls and
retail spaces in cities.

“The demand is likely to
improve from ‘2HFY22’ with
the easing of restrictions but
remain vulnerable to any fur-
ther restriction. 

Also, the demand from
spinning mills seems to be
recovering ahead of festivities
in India.”

“During ‘1QFY22’, players
witnessed a rise in volumes
YoY, although it declined mar-
ginally QoQ.”

Accordingly, segments
such as cotton yarn and fabrics
witnessed a higher YoY
demand from downstream

players during ‘1HFY22’.
“The domestic demand for

home textile has sustained,
whereas that for woven fabric
and apparels is likely to
improve with the opening up of
retail shops and malls from
‘2HFY22’.”

Furthermore, the agency
expects the export demand to
improve moderately in
2HFY22 on the back of accel-
erated vaccination and ‘China
Plus One’ sourcing strategy.

“The demand is likely to
improve further FY23 onwards.
Furthermore, the ongoing
impact of the sourcing restric-
tion of China (Xinjiang) cotton,
could play an important role in
boosting the demand.”
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India’s leading digital ecosys-
tem for consumers and mer-

chants, Paytm announced its
second quarter earnings report.
The digital payments and
financial services platform saw
its revenue from operations
grow by 64 per cent Y-o-Y to
�10.9 billion in Q2 FY 2022,
driven by 52 per cent growth in
non-UPI payment volumes
(GMV) and more than 3 times
growth in financial services and
other revenue.

The company’s contribu-
tion profit grew to � 2.6 billion
in Q2 FY 2022, year-on-year
increase of 592 per cent. The
contribution margin jumped to
24.0 per cent of revenue from
5.7 per cent the previous year.

Paytm posted an improved
Adjusted EBITDA margin to
(39 per cent) of revenues in Q2
FY 2022 (�4,255 million), from
(64 per cent) of revenues Q2 FY
2021 (� 4,267 million), along
with increased investments in
technology and merchant base
expansion.

“The growth of non-UPI

GMV has driven continued
payments revenue growth, and
our UPI-led payment volume
growth is translating to a sig-
nificant ramp up of our finan-
cial services offering. We are
driving digital payments and
financial services penetration
and widespread adoption
across India. 

Paytm has seen a strong
second quarter of FY22, which
is a testimony to the strong
two-sided ecosystem of con-
sumers and merchants that we
have built.

We have maintained the
growth momentum in our pay-
ments services business,
expanded our financial services
business aggressively and are
on our way to pre-Covid vol-
umes for Commerce and
Cloud services,” said the com-

pany’s management on the sec-
ond quarter earnings.

Paytm’s Gross
Merchandise Value (GMV)
growth was driven by active
user engagement & adoption
across businesses. The com-
pany’s GMV for Q2FY2022
was �1,956 billion, up by 107
per cent Y-o-Y and the growth
momentum continued in
October 2021, where the GMV
at �832 billion was up 131 per
cent Y-o-Y.

The company’s average
Monthly Transacting Users
(MTU) in Q2FY2022 is up by
33 per cent Y-o-Y to 57.4 mil-
lion and the trajectory has
continued in October 2021
with 63 million MTUs, growth
of 35 per ent Y-o-Y compared
to 47 million MTUs in October
2020.
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India has till date opera-
tionalised 395 air routes

under the Regional
Connectivity Scheme ‘Ude
Desh Ka Aam Nagrik’ or RCS-
Udan.

Under the scheme, which
was launched in 2016, airlines
are provided with a ‘Viability
Gap Funding’ to keep fares
affordable and accessible.

“Till date, 395 routes and
63 airports, including six heli-
ports and two water aero-
dromes, have been opera-
tionalised under the UDAN
scheme,” the Ministry of Civil
Aviation said in a statement on
Saturday.

The statement came a day
after domestic flight opera-
tions at the newly-inaugurated
Kushinagar Airport in Uttar
Pradesh commenced with the
first flight operating between
Delhi and Kushinagar under
RCS-UDAN.

“The commencement of
the flight operations on this
route is in line with the com-
mitment and perseverance of

the Ministry of Civil Aviation
and the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) to enable the coun-
try with better air connectivi-
ty under the UDAN scheme,”
the statement said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had inaugurated the
Kushinagar International
Airport on October 20, 2021.

Kushinagar is an interna-
tional Buddhist pilgrimage cen-
tre.

“The operationalisation of
the Kushinagar airport will
connect this region directly to

national and global visitors
and pilgrims,” the statement
said.

The Airports Authority of
India has developed the
Kushinagar Airport with a new
terminal building at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 260 crore in
association with the
Government of Uttar Pradesh.

The new terminal is
equipped to handle 300 pas-
sengers during peak hours.
SpiceJet was awarded the
Kushinagar-Delhi route under
the RCS-UDAN 4.0.
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The last holiday season was
far from the most wonder-

ful time of the year for the U.S.
Postal Service: Sick and quar-
antined workers, a flood of
packages from shoppers loathe
to set foot in stores and a last-
minute dump of packages from
overwhelmed private shippers.

Postal workers who recall
packages and letters piled up in
distribution hubs are better
prepared this time as they gear
up for another pandemic
crunch. But low product inven-
tories, and port and supply
chain disruptions are creating
new uncertainty about getting
gifts delivered.

Already, workers are see-
ing a surge in holiday packages
that began several weeks ago.

“A lot of the work-
ers are saying, Oh no. Here we
go again,’” said 

Scott Adams, local presi-
dent of the American Postal
Workers Union in Portland.

The U.S. Postal Service
and private shippers UPS and
FedEx are bolstering their hir-
ing — bringing in about
230,000 temporary workers —
and taking other steps to ensure
they don’t become over-
whelmed by packages.

Nearly 3.4 billion parcels

are expected to crisscross the
country this holiday season,
representing an estimated
increase of about 400 million
compared to last year, said
Satish Jindel, from
Pennsylvania-based 

ShipMatrix, which ana-
lyzes shipping package data.

When cards and letters are
included, the U.S. Postal
Service said it’ll be delivering

more than 12 billion items.
“The pandemic is still

here. The supply chain is a
challenge that’s going to
impact how people shop and
how products move,” said
Mark Dimondstein, president
of the American Postal
Workers Union, which repre-
sents more than 200,000 postal
workers.

Despite the precarious sit-
uation, the Postal Service, UPS
and FedEx are in better shape
to handle the peak volume, and
several trends could work in
their favor, Jindel said.

More people are shopping
in stores compared to last year,
and people have been placing
online orders earlier because
they’re keenly aware of supply
chain problems, Jindel said.
Also, with workers returning to
offices, there are fewer office
supply shipments being made
to homes, he said.
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Axar Patel continued
his golden run in
favourable home con-
ditions, grabbing

another five-wicket haul to put
India in the driver’s seat after
New Zealand were bowled out
for 296 despite an opening
stand of 151 on the third day
of the first Test here on

Saturday.
The left-arm spinner had a

couple of dream sessions when
he finally found the ideal pace
and turn off the surface to com-
pletely derail New Zealand’s
steady first innings. His final
figures read 34-6-62-5 as India
got a crucial 49-run first
innings lead, which increased
to 63 at stumps.

Ravichandran Ashwin was

also on the money as he bowled
42.3 overs to finish on 3 for 82,
inching closer to becoming
the third highest Indian wick-
et-taker in Test cricket.

Gujarat man Axar has been
terrific since he donned the
India whites at the start of the
year and now has as many as 32
wickets in just three and 
half Tests. 

The five-for was his fifth
having already got four in the
three Tests against England.

However, he will cherish
this one a bit more considering
that the track was not as diabol-
ical as the ones in the England
series (second Test in Chennai
and the Pink Test in
Ahmedabad).

At stumps, the hosts were
14 for 1 after losing Shubman
Gill (1) for the second time to
Kyle Jamieson, who again
found a gaping hole between

his bat and pad.
With the deliveries keeping

wickedly low, New Zealand’s
chances of fighting it out in the
fourth innings will be pretty
low unless skipper Kane
Williamson produces one of his

steady knocks.
On the day, however, he

managed just 18 and when
Umesh Yadav’s in-cutter brought
about his downfall at the stroke
of lunch, the wheels of fortune
turned in favour of India.

This was after openers Will
Young (89 off 214 balls) and
Tom Latham (95 off 282 balls)
added 151 for the opening
stand but both, despite their
dogged display, missed out on
hundreds.

It was the second new ball

that did the trick just before
lunch as Umesh (1/50 in 18
overs) pitched one on off-
stump, which cut back enough
to find Williamson’s pads.

The next two sessions
belonged to India as they got
eight wickets for just 99 runs.

Axar’s perseverance paid
off as he changed his line from
leg-middle to off-middle and
the release was at a greater
speed when compared to what
he did on the second evening.

He removed Ross Taylor
(11), Henry Nicholls (2) and
Latham within a space of 13
runs to completely upset Black
Caps’ rhythm.

It was in the post-lunch
session that Axar finally sent
down a classical left-arm spin-
ner’s delivery.

There was a delivery that
had a bit of air and pitched on
length drawing Taylor forward
and then turned enough to take
an outside edge which went to
substitute keeper K S Bharat.
Bharat came in after regular
stumper Wriddhiman Saha
complained of a stiff neck.

Nicholls also tried sweep-
ing a much fuller delivery
which turned back in and he
was found leg before.

Having understood that
on a slower track like this one,
the pace off the pitch needed to
increase, Axar gave it a tweak
at decent clip which saw
Latham beaten all ends up.

Bharat fumbled before he could
effect the stumping.

Prior to that, Latham hard-
ly had any lapse of concentra-
tion as he played 47 overs of the
New Zealand innings.

Later on, Axar got Tom
Bundell (13 off 94 balls), who
looked to merely survive and
finally got a ‘shooter’ that
cleaned his defence.

Southee became his fifth
victim trying to play inside an
arm ball which turned enough
to hit the off-stump.

The pitch on the third day
didn’t change its character as it
stayed low and slow but the
Indian spinners did better as
the time progressed by varying
the pace of their deliveries.

During the session, Ashwin
was seen involved in an ani-
mated discussion with umpire
Nitin Menon after he decided
to come round the wicket
against Williamson and cau-
tioned for walking on the dan-
gerous area on his follow-
through, which also obstruct-
ed the umpire’s view.

The intention was to create
a few roughs with his bowling
spikes in the region.

Menon, having understood
the motive, had a word with
Ashwin and skipper Ajinkya
Rahane and after some discus-
sions, normalcy prevailed.

Later at the fag end of the
of day, Ashwin cleaned up the
visiting team’s tail.
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Thirty two wickets in only
seven Tests innings is no

mean feat and Axar Patel says
the secret of his success lies in
enjoying his craft and believing
that he can’t be ‘pigeon-holed’ as
a T20 specialist.

The left-arm spinner took 5
wickets for 62 runs to bring
India back in the first Test
against New Zealand.

It was his fifth fifer in just
seven completed Test innings, an
incredible feat in its own way
even if he bowled in spin-
friendly conditions.

“Whenever I have played
first-class or India A, I have done
well. I have never seen myself as
a white ball specialist,” Patel
made it clear that he doesn’t like
being bracketed.

For the left-arm orthodox
from Gujarat, it’s all in the
mind. “It’s all in mind-set as to
what you perceive yourself as -
a white ball specialist or red ball
specialist. I always had the belief
that whenever I get a chance I
will do well. “Obviously, I give
credit to team members for
having faith in me and I have
been able to stand up to their
expectations.” But does he feel
extra pressure that two world
class spinners in Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja are
also in the same eleven?
“Whenever I go to the ground,
I try and enjoy and not think
about whether Ashwin bhai and
Jaddu are there,” he made his
thought-process clear.

“When I have ball in my
hand, I just try and see to it that
I am enjoying my bowling, try-
ing to read the wicket and
understand what’s happening,
how it’s behaving and plan
accordingly,” he elaborated.
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The 2019 Global Wealth Databook
from Credit Suisse reports that 73
percent of Indians have a net worth
of less than $10,000 (compared to just
19 percent in China), while 2.3 per-

cent have a net worth of over $1 million. India
ranks fourth in the world in ultra-high-net-
worth individuals (4,593), making us one of the
fastest-growing yet unequal nations. 

Private sector corporates often do not see
addressing developmental inequities as their
problem. Access to food, water, healthcare, and
education is commonly understood as ‘poor
people’s problems that the government and
social sector organisations must solve. No doubt
that the poor are the first to be hit, that too very
hard, as we saw in a mass exodus of the migrant
workers during the first wave of the pandemic.
The middle class and above believe that they
can access basic necessities by private means
and from the private sector. The second wave of
the pandemic showed us how false that sense of
security is! With the relatively well-off scram-
bling for medical care, medicines, oxygen, and
ventilators, it was apparent that none of us
would be spared from the ill effects of our
developmental shortcomings. 
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If we were to survive together, the corporate
sector organisations must enact social con-
sciousness. This mindset understands and
accepts the interconnectedness of the economic,
social, and natural worlds. Socially conscious
organisations do not come into existence with-
out socially-conscious managers. We see such
managers as ‘Impact Champions’ having the
intent and capabilities to help their organisa-
tions positively impact the economy and society,
and the environment. 

Enamored by the glitz of the corporate
careers in the liberalized Indian economy, MBA
aspirants in the 1990s readily bought into the
mantra of ‘profit maximisation. But many Gen
Z and Millennial MBA aspirants are a little
more skeptical about whether that is the best
way forward, as it has become apparent that
their generation would bear the consequences of
the social and environmental damage left by the
unbridled pursuit of profits. Many of them har-
bor pro-social inclinations during their student
days; however, they are unsure how to take it
forward once they start a corporate career. In
the ‘big, bad world of corporates’, beating com-
petition and exceeding performance expecta-
tions are the basis for career advancement.
Hence, they feel that there is little room for
social ideals. 

Time has never been more right for aspiring
Impact Champions in the corporate sector to
get into action. The UN has been driving
Sustainable Development Goals 2030 (SDGs) to
tackle the development challenges and climate
change. SDGs urge the private sector to collabo-
rate with the civic society and governments, to
which influential corporates world over have

responded positively. In the global business cir-
cles, ‘Triple Bottom Line,’ with its focus on 3Ps
— People, Planet and Profit, is widely discussed
as a replacement for the traditional ‘bottomline,’
focusing singularly on ‘profits.’ With avid sup-
port from the likes of Klaus Schwab (Founder
and Executive Chairman of the World
Economic Forum) and Jack Welch (ex-CEO,
GE), ‘shareholder capitalism’ has begun to make
way for ‘stakeholder capitalism,’ which gives
equal priority to the employees, customers, sup-
pliers, and the community. 

Indian corporates are slowly beginning to
catch up with this global trend. However, they
are in dire need of managers who can champion
this transition. 
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● Self-appoint yourself as an ‘Impact
Champion’: Most corporate jobs would demand
you to mind only the impact on profit, not peo-
ple or the planet. To be an impact champion,
you have to self-appoint yourself as one and be
sure that you do not leave your social con-
sciousness at home while coming to work.
When you operate with a ‘corporate mindset’ in
a regular day’s work, you would accept and get
on with decisions that look perfectly sensible
and acceptable from the corporate and legal
standpoints. It takes social consciousness to rec-
ognize when stakeholders or environmental
interests are being compromised among what
looks like business as usual. An impact champi-
on not only recognises issues but also takes per-
sonal responsibility for action. New managers
aspiring to impact champions may be unsure
how to navigate organisational processes and
culture in enacting social consciousness. They
can find support in like-minded managers and
mentors at the Impact Champions Forum, a
seedbed for individuals who intend to transform
organisations into socially conscious ones at
CESI, Indian Institute of Management
Kozhikode. 

P P Sukumaran (ex-HR Head, Murugappa
group) had to retrench 200 plant workers post-
TQM implementation. A perfectly legal deci-
sion, arrived at in consultation with the Union,
still left him worried about the ‘social debris’
that this decision would leave — what were the
chances that 200 middle-workers in a northern
Kerala village find alternate jobs; even with the
severance money will their families have finan-
cial security in a social setting where alcoholism
was rampant. P P Sukumaran was determined
to do something about it. However, he was not
required either by law or by his organisational
mandate to address this.
● Get partners: You have to do it yourself, but
you cannot do it alone. Irrespective of where
you are in the organisational hierarchy, you
would need partners. Partners are people inside
(sometimes even outside) of the organisation
committed to addressing societal or environ-
mental problems that you seek to solve through
organisational means. In addition to moral and
emotional support (which you will need aplen-

ty), partners bring in legitimacy to the cause
(especially if they are higher in the hierarchy or
hold formal or informal positions of influence),
knowledge and skills resources to develop a
deeper understanding of the issue from multiple
perspectives as well as potential solutions, access
to networks and organisational resources, and
political backing to elicit favorable decisions. 

In the example, P P Sukumaran engaged in
active discussions with his contacts within and
outside his organisation. One of them directed
him to Dr.Nalini Gangadharan, Livelihood
Advancement Business School (LABS) of Dr.
Reddy’s Foundation. LABS had a skilling model
that Sukumaran found appropriate for retrain-
ing their redundant workers to suitably place
them in alternate jobs or start their ventures.
The model was later replicated in Chennai in
partnership with other corporates for skilling at-
risk urban youth, creating a corporate consor-
tium model for financing such initiatives.
● Explore Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR): Most corporates support CSR activities
which are perhaps the easiest way to initiate
action. If your company already has CSR
departments and programs, you can get
involved in that. If current CSR activities do not
address pressing social issues close to your
heart, you can always pioneer new activities.
Given that CSR has been mandated by law since
2013 and many companies are struggling to
identify worthwhile projects, you may not find
it too hard to get buy-in for your ideas.

You can implement them through any of
these four different formats:(a) as a foundation,
otherwise known as a Section 8 company(e.g.,
Infosys Foundation); (b) in partnership with
NGOs, trusts, or registered societies with a
proven track record (e.g., ITC and Pratham
working together in the Reach India Plus initia-
tive; (c) in partnership with other companies
(e.g., Mphasis and Uber launched Uber Assist
and Uber Access that retro-fitted vehicles to
help Persons with Disabilities as their joint CSR
initiative); and (d) following an employee volun-
teer model (e.g., Calpine Technologies runs
Engage — their CSR program that builds lead-
ership skills in school children through football
with the help of employee volunteers). 
● Pursue Corporate Social Innovation (CSI):
Business models can generate societal benefits
by changing their perspective (e.g., including
marginalized groups in the supply chain, new
products for the old and disabled). As an impact
champion, you can tweak the current models in
innovative ways that generate social and/or
environmental impact while serving corporate
interests. 

For example, ITC launched ‘e-Choupal,’ one
of the most extensive Internet-based interven-
tions in rural India, enhancing earnings and
transforming the livelihoods of over 4 million
farmers in over 35000 villages through 6100
kiosks across ten states. e-Choupal deploys
information technology to virtually cluster all
the value chain participants and vertically inte-
grate various actors in the agriculture supply

chain. Village internet kiosks set up to access
information are managed by farmers, who get
information on the weather, market prices,sci-
entific farm practices, and risk management in
their mother tongue. They can use the kiosks to
purchase farm inputs and get them at their
doorstep. Real-time information has made it
possible for farmers to make better decisions
aligned with market demand, significantly
reducing transaction costs.
● Track ‘Impact’: Although the amount of
money and energy invested in CSR and
Corporate Social Innovation is going up each
year, ensuring that they deliver actual social
impact somehow has taken a backseat. Even
after introducing mandatory reporting of
impact, most companies focus on the inputs
(e.g., amounts spent) or outputs (e.g., the num-
ber of rooms built in a rural hospital, pieces of
equipment they bought). Some try to pass on
the number of beneficiaries that they have been
able to reach as impact. But this is not the same
as tracking if and how the initiatives have creat-
ed tangible differences in the lives of the benefi-
ciaries. Without a robust impact tracking mech-
anism, attempts to make an impact may not be
as effective as you would have imagined. 

We conducted an impact assessment for the
Vidhyadhan Scholarship program, run by the
Sarojini Damodaran Foundation (SDF). Since
1995, SDF Foundation has provided scholar-
ships to academically bright children, primarily
from Below Poverty Line (BPL) families who
completed high school (class 10 in India) to
pursue higher education. Thus far, the program
has provided 13,500 scholarships, with over
10,000 beneficiaries currently pursuing their
higher studies across ten states. The basic
premise of any scholarship program is that the
monetary support would enable them to build
human capital in academic qualifications, which
will help them find employment and thus lift
them out of poverty. We found that this undeni-
ably was the case for those who were able to
find jobs. However, we also found that finding a
job and future career progression depended on
social capital in terms of networks. It was hard
for those who were low on social capital to get
jobs. This led to the realisation that in addition
to monetary support, the students from disad-
vantaged backgrounds also would need support
to build their social capital through mentoring
and networking. 

The starting point of being an impact cham-
pion who sets the organisation on a socially ori-
ented path is your own social consciousness and
willingness to drive transformative innovations.
If you ever feel shaken by the scale of what you
have to achieve, take a cue from a climber scal-
ing a peak: You need to focus on where to place
your next step. Then, step by step, you would
reach there.

The writers have recently published Being an
Impact Champion: Enacting Corporate Social
Consciousness, with SAGE Publications India,
under the SAGE IIM-Kozhikode Series for New

Managers
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TIME TO AWAKEN
CORPORATE SOCIAL
CONSCIOUSNESS?

TIME TO AWAKEN
CORPORATE SOCIAL
CONSCIOUSNESS?
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Someone asked Swami Vivekanand:
“Can we become Godlike?” “First
become a man,” he answered. It lit-

erally implies that if full human poten-
tial (mind-power) is unfolded, one would
know no limits. And it is very much
achievable through conscious efforts, as
did Ancient India’s learned masters, to
have captured subtle realities of life
operative at even intangible level. So, rais-
ing human capital is more important than
exploring and seeking God. That remains
the real human calling, is how the book
concludes, which makes the book an
interesting read.

God or No God: Awareness Enriches
Life is a ratified statement claimed by
many but understood by very few. Bharat
Bhushan Padmadeo is amongst those few
who dared to accept the challenge and
demystify the basic system of enquiry. 

In modern times or precisely in this
industrial age, every idea or belief
demands an objective explanation. In this
new framework of understanding, the
concept of GOD is a most vulnerable
idea. Leaning to some particular idea or
school to rationalise existence is a mat-
ter of abandoned schools. Science sets up
new logic and premises of rationals to
support or reject conceptual realities.
Whole discussion of existence is evolv-
ing around uncertainty, probability and
unpredictable circumstances and tools to
gauge them perfectly. 

This book is remarkable because it
changes the very basis of argument
about existence from uncertainty to
probabilities. It states that the process of
understanding is far more important than
the modes of happening or object itself.
Writer argues that perception itself lies
within the realm of being and awareness
about it. 

Significant character of twentieth
century philosophy was departure from
any faith unexplained or underexplained.
It was rated as blind faith or fundamen-
talism to a large extent. Renowned
philosopher J Krishnamurti argues, if you
are free from sorrow and hate you don’t
require God. Whereas Gandhi’s whole
philosophy of non-violence is centered

around God. So the space of argument
is divided between the two premises:
“God or No God”. Many more fell in line
either rejecting or accepting the existence
of a super controller as GOD.

Padmadeo in this book argues that
precursor to both is the same. The bear-
er of belief is consciousness, and under-
standing its existence is awareness. So, it
is not important whether you believe or
not, important is that you are aware or
not. He wrote: “Consciousness, in fact,
rightly deserves to be marked as fourth

dimension, vital to creation. It should not
be seen as being in conflict with the per-
ception of modern science, which assigns
the fourth dimension to space and time.
This particular fundamental element
has been named as consciousness because
it grants us with the power of knowing,
besides granting necessary intelligence to
other functional aspects of our individ-
ual and collective organism.”

While frequently quoting scientists
like Max Plank and excerpts from
Kashmiri Shaivism, he kept on building

necessary bridges between science and
theology. In other words, instead of
dividing the argument into science or
believing, he is indicating the science of
awakening. 

Explaining uncertainty and unpre-
dictability, the book postulates that mind
which itself is an area of study by itself
creates most paradoxical results. It
explains explicitly that consciousness is
the prime mover. While exploring the
construct of mind and body-mind con-
nect, writer explains its extra cerebral

existence as an interactive phenomenon
which comprehends undiscovered psy-
cho-landscapes. Dr. Karan Singh writes
precisely in the foreword of the book that
writer has reinterpreted our ancient
spiritual verities in the light of contem-
porary intellectual scene, paying attention
to the infinite potentialities of human
mind, which if unfolded in full would
know no limits The basic take home mes-
sage of the book may be comprised as
raising level of consciousness leads to the
fact that “Existence is God”. This process
may be called as enriched awareness.

As conclusive remark this extreme-
ly engaging book demands an indepen-
dent and fearless conviction to internal-
ize the source and negating the funda-
mentalism of believes and faiths. It sets
a new mode of enquiry within. This book
is an invitation to quite undulating and
challenging experience like awakening
itself might be.

You open the book to the title
piece and you are hooked. In the
first short passage, Anita Nahal
puts together the oppositions
that we live with, that we have

internalised, that we resist, that we surren-
der to, that we challenge and in our hearts,
rebel against. Be it the colour of the dark
skin that is abhorred though ironically peo-
ple try to tan theirs, the rapaciousness of
men from which there is no reprieve, the
double speak of worshipping women as
goddesses and then tearing them down, all
this and much more does Anita forcefully,
poignantly and poetically put to the read-
er. And the haunting line that she repeats,
‘Don’t think she’s not watching’, stays with
you as you turn the page.

And when you turn the page, she paints
in words the picture of who really a god-
dess is. Fiercely alone whether among
strangers or with those she knows, fending
for her children herself, taking on a world
that would judge a divorcee, that is the
human and Hindu goddess that Anita
would want us to see. And to be.

The next piece on ‘How easy it is for a
Black life to be taken' is a slice of real life.
Real, living beings, non whites whose life
was extinguished. Just like that. Snuffed out.
As a reader your hair will stand on end and
your eyes will prick with unshed tears even
as your heart will smoulder with rage. Anita
makes you think of the dead. And with
them. In this piece of writing as well as the
next when she wonders what happens to the
clothes of those who died. Especially now,
of Covid. How quickly they are bundled
away while their clothes hang in the cup-
boards, mute testimony to the existence of
their wearers.

Watching, seeing, observing, gazing —
the whole idea of looking, of voyeurism,
takes on a new meaning as Anita focuses
on the jungle in Smooth operators and
questions, who is looking at whom? As a
reader, I have often wondered too. We cre-
ate wild life sanctuaries and zoological
parks, what do animals, caged or free, think
of us humans. Do they see us as caged or
free? Do they know we are humans or do
they see us, in our hordes, as two legged ani-
mals? Anita prompts you to think along
these lines. Her writing about the animals
makes them so much more human than us
humans. The beautiful story about consid-
eration rather than sex, which the male sloth
understands is touching indeed. 

Anita probes with the tenacity of a
philosopher, existential questions of being
and nothingness and of identity and sub-

jectivity. Her words reveal a quest to real-
ly go into the heart of our ‘self ’, almost par-
ticle by particle as we see in ‘Hard: Us, ani-
mals and the aliens' or in ‘Greatest warrior
is metamorphic Mother Earth’. She has a
knack of self analysis so keenly felt in some
of the poems such as ‘A sip of wine’. There
is also a sense of being pummeled by the
world, of being trapped in a space that is
claustrophobic which one comes across in
many images including the one just men-
tioned and the next entitled ‘Chase away
demons left behind’. A characteristic poet-
ic device that she uses so effectively is per-
sonification as we see in the way she per-
sonifies the concept of patriarchy.

While most of the prose poems are dark
and somber, there is a playful yet serious
look at the way women deal with ageing in

the frothy piece ‘A woman’s age is kicking
and alive’. 

Another poem that looks at the body,
at age, in a brief recall is ‘Mom’s shoulders’.
Anita can see the flip side of things and so
her look at the Corona struck situation
where nature blooms even as some foolish
people continue to be callous about safety
measures, is an honest review of a contem-
porary issue. While her engagement with
the pandemic can be seen in several of her
pieces, she is also clear that the concern for
this abnormal time can make one lose sight
of the eternal wheel of time with its larger
questions as we see in ‘Know your wheel,
Homosapiens’ or in a different sense, in
‘Breathe’ or ‘Covid 19’s inverted triangle’ or
‘Reclaim your space’.

Anita’s selfhood is clearly shaped by her

location as an Indian Immigrant and she
acknowledges that in many of her pieces
such as ‘Spilt milk in native and foreign
lands’ and ‘Fallacy of a single, immigrant
mom’. While she is alive, as immigrants are,
to the traumas of being one, and to repeat,
we see that so starkly in ‘How easy it is for
a Black life to be taken’, one does not get any
nuance of self pity or even of being forlorn.
In fact, one of her prose poems is ‘Pity, go
take a hike’— she shuns pity entirely. 

Anita is alive to the choices she has
made and in her writing we see a kind of
acculturation; she is aware of the multicul-
tural, pluralistic world she inhabits and is
absolutely unapologetic about any aspect
that shapes her multidimensional self. 

In fact she points out quite assertively
that we are all in a sense immigrants in her

piece, ‘You are an immigrant too’. There is
a sense of a kind of acceptance of cultures
and thus her calm assertion that her son
would cremate her in America and scatter
a few ashes in the Ganges, as her repayment
of debt to the two lands, America and India
that she has been a part of. This we see in
‘Paying my debt to two lands’. She is criti-
cal of both, especially of the way women are
treated in both countries, either seen as eas-
ily available if found in miniskirts and danc-
ing or outraging society for doing so
which we see in ‘Babylon, my sinful dance
music’.

Nothing escapes Anita’s eagle eye and
pen including the discomfort faced by
women during their menstrual cramps as
we see in ‘Feeling down, being down’. The
woman reader will find every word resonat-

ing. Betrayal looms in a lot of her writing,
the betrayal of democracy, the betrayal by
blood relations, and the betrayal in relation-
ships. While it is the underlying motif in
many of the poems, ‘Family Blood,’
‘Democracy in decline’ and ‘Koala and
judases’ echo the theme more sharply. It is
interesting to point out as with ‘Koala and
judases’ that some of Anita’s writing is
inspired from Australian art and culture.
Undoubtedly then, her writing is bound to
strike a chord in the hearts of people across
the world.

The Kalis , the Durgas , the Sitas, indeed
all the Hindu Goddesses whom Anita
invokes in her writing are none other than
Anita, you and me — the modern Indian
woman, an immigrant or a persona in a
multicultural world. She questions, she
mocks, she laughs at, she rages, she refus-
es to ‘fit the bill’, she speaks out and will not
be silenced or choked, she breathes, dances,
sings , makes love, drinks and even while
falling into depths of despair , never gives
up on hope. And as we read Anita, we agree.
There’s nothing wrong with us Kali women.

The book is here to stay. You will find
it unputdownable. It is powerful, poignant
and of course, exquisite prose poetry.
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Mongolia is all set to build
its nuclear energy. With

the ascendance of the
Mongolian People’s Party
(MPP) and the rise of
Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh as the
leader of this hermit nation, the
nuclear future of Ulaanbaatar
has become more pronounced.
Khurelsukh, a former Prime
Minister, is currently the sixth
democratically elected
President of this East Asian
nation. His longstanding inter-
est in generating nuclear power,
backed by the country’s abun-
dant uranium deposits, is gain-
ing more political and eco-
nomic currency in recent times. 

Barely a month of his vic-
tory in July 2021, Khurelsukh
had an agreement with Chinese
President Xi Jinping to con-
tinue the already existing
strategic relations between the
two nations, especially in crit-
ical sectors like the mining.

Known as the “Land of the
Horse and the Land of the
Eternal Blue Sky”, this East
Asian nation has a rich reserve
of uranium. The country is
large and sparsely populated. It
is the world’s second largest
land-locked country just
behind the Central Asian
republic of Kazakhstan. 

Mongolia has proven ura-
nium reserves of about 80,000
tons which ranks the country
among top ten in the world.
This is also making the nation
one of the top mining giants in
the world, and it has been
attracted by others for having
world-class deposits like the
huge Oyu Tolgoi copper gold
project. In fact, way back in
2011, Mongolia was planning
to have its first nuclear power
plant by 2020. The State-owned
MonAtom LLC had the aim to
build nuclear fuel production
capacity by tapping the coun-
try’s own uranium deposits.
However, it could not materi-
alise. Even the Mongolian
Government had the plan to
supply nuclear power plants
across the countries of
Northeast Asia with nuclear
fuel. Ulaannbaator was expect-
ing huge investments from top
global giants such as the US,
Russia, France and China. 

As per the Vision 2050 of
Mongolia, the country is com-
mitted to shift to cleaner tech-
nologies. But leveraging its
uranium reserves to produce
nuclear energy and lessening

the continued reliance on tra-
ditional sources of energy to
cut back emission levels,
Ulaanbaatar has arrived at a
catch-22 situation. That is to
choose between Moscow and
Beijing.

The chilling new nuclear
arms race has already begun in
Asia. China is quietly building
nearly 250 nuclear silos along
the border of Mongolia most-
ly in Xinjiang, Gansu and
Inner Mongolia Province.
Independent analysts reveal
that these silos are in close
proximity to some of the rich-
est uranium deposits on the
other side of the Mongolian
border. This seems to be one of
the biggest nuclear expansions
of Beijing in recent years under
Xi Jinping, the man who is
known for his gargantuan
agenda. This nuclear build up
revives the rivalry between
Soviet Russia and the People’s
Republic of China under Mao
Zedong when the latter
deployed about 60,000 to
70,000 troops near the border
of Mongolia. Then China on
one hand was apprehensive
about Soviet social imperialism
and on the other, from of the
brutal Japanese militarism. 

However, today China is
different from Cold War days.
Primarily China’s economic
might accompanied by con-
tinued decline of the Western
powers, particularly the might
and engagement of the US, has
largely emboldened the coun-
try to surge ahead. 

Way back in September
1992, Mongolia unilaterally
declared herself as a Nuclear
Weapons Free Zone (NWFZ).
Then Mongolia’s decision was
hailed both by the nuclear
weapon and non-nuclear
weapon states alike.
Subsequently, in 1993 and
1994, the five nuclear weapon
states made unilateral state-
ments in support of this
announcement by Ulaanbaatar.
Ironically, this support was
not a clear recognition of its
single-state nuclear weapon
free status, nor did it provide
the legally binding security
assurances that are normally
provided to traditional nuclear-
free zones. This has forced
Mongolia to consistently pur-
sue its goal to institutionalise
herself as a single state nuclear
weapons free zone since then.
Again, non-nuclear weapon

states at the UN expressed full
support not only for Mongolia’s
policy in general but also for its
efforts to institutionalise that
status. It was believed that
unless the five nuclear weapon
states accepted the concept of
a single state nuclear weapon
free zone, Mongolia could well
be considered as a state with a
unique nuclear weapon free
status. Thus, it was agreed to
use the word “status” instead of
zone. And the content of the
status could be defined by the
states concerned. 

Now what role China can
play in Mongolia going nuclear
power? Being its closest neigh-
bour, China is in full force to
influence Mongolia to grab
the opportunity to develop its
nuclear industry. With Xi,
China is fast building its capa-
bilities as an economic and mil-
itary juggernaut. Hence,
Ulaanbaatar would certainly
fall into the clutch of Xi and his
Communist cronies in no time.

China has been consis-
tently increasing its nuclear
capabilities. This entire nuclear
build-up must be estimated in

the context of the Chinese
Communist Party’s ambition to
have, in Xi’s own words, “a
world class military”. And
Beijing is harbouring a wild
dream of achieving global
domination, especially to tor-
pedo US leadership from the
global governance system.
Further, several recent reports
indicate that China is con-
structing 120 missile silos for
Intercontinental Ballistic
Missiles (ICBMs) near Yumen
in Gansu, up to 110 silos near
Hami in the eastern part of the
restive and Uighur-Muslim
dominated Xinjiang province,
and up to 40 silos in Ordos in
Inner Mongolia. This rightly
shows that China is pushing its
nuclear agenda right up to the
border of its quiet neighbour
Mongolia.

How reliable Russia would
be in developing Mongolia’s
nuclear future? Putin while
whipping up nationalist fren-
zy within Russia and its neigh-
bours is simply undermining
the power of the declining
global liberal order. He
absolutely misjudged the West’s

resolve in imposing effective
financial sanctions on the
Russian corporate sector and
NATO’s strategic plans in
Europe. Hence, moving closer
to Putin and allowing the state
owned Russian Atomic Energy
Corporation Rosatom to devel-
op Mongolia’s nuclear appara-
tus would be a dangerous game
for the latter.

Who would be more reli-
able — Xi or Putin? It seems,
both Putin and Xi are equally
risky. Both are equally greedy,
and they are just waiting for a
power grab in Mongolian
nuclear development industry.
Lurching between opportunity
and crisis, Mongolia is forced to
anchor a clear policy about the
engagement of its only two
power-hungry neighbours —
Russia and China — in the
development of its nuclear
power capability.

Chinese offensive is loom-
ing large. Its outreach in the
form of subtle economic diplo-
macy supported by adventur-
ous military is on the top
agenda of the Communist
Party of China under Xi. His

approach is to reach out to the
critical geopolitical points with-
in a very short span of time. His
intention is ever clear: simply
fend off the US primacy in
global corridors of power.
Therefore, it is quite clear why
Beijing wants to grab the
opportunity of developing
nuclear projects in its neigh-
bourhood. 

Further, Xi is also wary of
Russia’s traditional influence
over Ulaanbaatar for long.
Moscow’s old linkages with
Ulaanbaatar are on the wane.
But the Communists in China
do no way want to take any
chance. With China’s massive
nuclear build-up supported by
wolf warrior diplomacy, one
can easily make out that this is
nothing but the display of dys-
function, naivete and dogma-
tism of Xi who is already
thinking about the great
decline of the global firepow-
er of the US.  

Consequentially, Mongolia
is walking a tightrope.
Khurelsukh’s nuclear ambi-
tions may push this East Asian
nation into the arms of age-old

rivalry of big and competing
powers. Already, Khurelsukh
has been accused of turning the
nation into heavy militarisation
fully funded by the
Communists in Beijing.
Considering the recent pledges
made at COP-26 at Glasgow in
the UK, the global trend is to
stay away from using more fos-
sil fuels so as to reduce carbon
emissions. So, the road ahead
for Khurelsukh is to go nuclear
to reduce the choking envi-
ronment in its Capital city
Ulaanbaatar. But then,
Mongolia will have a hard
choice between two anti-West
big powers — aggressive China
and a resurgent Russia. 

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an internation-
al research journal)

Command, control, communica-
tions and intelligence, surveil-

lance and reconnaissance (C4ISR)
are becoming a most essential ele-
ment in modern military operations.
Countries with artificial intelligence
powered drone have baffled their
enemies in the war zone. AI powered
drone swarms are the new tool of
warfare and as of now are unregu-
lated by weapons control regulations.

Though Israel and Turkey have
successfully used them, India too is
not far behind. On November 17,
2021, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO)
demonstrated offensive capabilities
of its drone swarms at a three-day
“RashtraRakshaSamarpanParv” in
Jhansi. It was impressive.

The country that makes
advances quickly joins an elite club
that might evade future restrictions.

“The DRDO demonstrated fully
operational decentralised UAV
(unmanned aerial vehicle) swarm
comprising 25 drones flying coher-
ently with minimal human inter-
vention, during Rashtriya Raksha
Samarpan Parv during Jhansi Jalsa,”
reported PTI.

In mid-May 2021, the latest devel-
opments on these weapons systems
occurred when the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF), during the recent clash-
es in Gaza, used a swarm of AI drones
for the first time to geolocate, target,
and strike Hamas members.

Israel is making major advances
in AI-driven technology.

The IDF did debut “drone
swarms to seek and attack hidden
targets” in the May war in Gaza. The

Ghost Unit, which is part of the
Paratroopers Brigade, has been using
“packs of drones”. The IDF used a
swarm of AI-guided drones and
supercomputing to comb through
data and identify new targets with-
in the Gaza Strip. It is thought this
is the first time a swarm of AI drones
has been used in combat.”

The drones used so far are nav-
igated in two ways — either remote-
ly piloted or autonomously 
piloted with GPS and inertial navi-
gation systems.

Autonomous drones have terrain
matching capability. They use infor-
mation from the cameras along with
AI for navigation without being
dependent on GPS, which is vul-
nerable to cyber-attacks.

A drone swarm can be modelled
as a flying wireless grid, where each
drone is capable of using and send-
ing information to the others in the
swarm.  Converting data into action-
able real-time information is done
using AI.  The reaction time in a bat-
tlefield must be less than the reaction
time of the enemy elements.
Therefore, swarm drones assess the
threat to the swarm and at the same
time identify the target to manoeu-
vre to achieve the desired strike,
adjusting according to any losses they
suffer.

There can be some sort of task
sharing, where some of the drones
would undertake target detection,
others to counter the enemy air
defence, some more counter the
interference of enemy radars and
electronic signals, and others will
carry out the attack by bombing. In

a dynamic environment, this
autonomous coordination is done
with the help of AI technologies.

Some inferences: 
1. Drone warfare is asymmetric

and is almost mainstream. A bit like
guerrilla warfare as it is low cost.
Drones are dispensable, off the shelf
commercial technology can be used.

2. Autonomous drone systems
separate the big boys from the rest.
A study in the USAF found that
remote drone piloting for long hours
induces fatigue. Fatigue leads to
suboptimal performance. Fire and
forget autonomous drone systems are
therefore huge force multipliers.

3. Real-time systems using AI for
navigation and  guidance, coordina-

tion, self-healing, target identification
and acquisition & munition delivery
systems are therefore a strategic asset.

Jyoti Sinha, CTO at Omnipresent
Robot Technologies Pvt. Ltd,
explains how DRDO’s demonstration
is significant. Omnipresent 
leverages and augments its experi-
ence of working on DARPA
LANdroid programme to develop
palm size ground swarm robots
while working in the US.

“I congratulate DRDO for devel-
oping the first fully functional swarm
drone network for tactical and real
time support to our armed forces. We
would be happy to collaborate with
DRDO and leverage our experience
of swarm robotics where we have

extensively tried to provide solutions
to the swarm formation,  ad hoc net-
work and drone autonomy piece.”

She adds, “In tactical warfare, AI
powered swarm drones can carry out
simultaneous destruction and dis-
mantling of multiple targets using
precise swarm configurations and
hover localisation even when less
sophistication is available with guid-
ed defence equipment.  In other sit-
uations, it can even be an ‘omni-
directional attack’ where the swarm
drones can target one attack from
numerous angles. While targeting
enemy frontlines, even if some of the
drones are attacked, the cognitive AI
algorithms kick in and reconfigure
the drone network positioning to

maintain situational awareness and
aid in completion of mission. Using
AI, any individual drones in a swarm
network can be trained to operate in
offensive or defensive mode by
switching roles such as decoy, sen-
sor, attacker or just communicator
depending upon its positioning and
remaining resources.”

(Bhargav is an ex-IAF officer from
the Aeronautical Engineering
(Electronics) branch, and is now an
M&A adviser for tech companies.
Aveek Sen is an independent jour-
nalist working on cyber security and
the geopolitics of India’s neighbour-
hood, focussing on Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Iran and Bangladesh.
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All species, but for humans, are
bound by their predetermined
nature, with no scope for making

any exception. Instinctively they act upon
to serve their safety and food concerns.
There no wilful intent involved in their
actions. So, they are not subject to any
Karmic carryover. Varying environmental
conditions do impact their life. But, by
and large, they end up the way they are
born. Human beings, on the contrary,
enjoy the exclusive privilege of guiding
their action by choice. Once choice
option is there, the probability of its use
and misuse becomes equal. One has to
will upon to make a particular choice,
which evidently involves a desire oriented
intent. And there is nothing like free
lunch for them. You have to own up the
consequences of choices made. That
binds you into a cause effect chain, which
runs in succession, stretching on to even
the next birth. 

Going by the ancient Indian
Philosophic perception, human beings
are structured in three layers — gross,
astral and causal bodies. With death, it is
only the gross body made out of agglom-
eration of different forms of matter that
becomes dysfunctional and then disinte-

grates. The astral and causal planes being
pure energy formations, remain intact, as
would the law of conservation of energy
imply. Astral plane carries on all mind
functions, which includes our memory.
Causal plane has in store Karmic foot-
print carried over from the past.
Following death, the causal and astral
planes, guided by the fundamental ele-
ment of consciousness, move on towards
their next reincarnation with a fresh gross
body. Freshly reincarnated body carries
as thought seeds, memory imprints from
the past. The doings and undoing, the
learning and unlearning had, the skillsets
acquired, the habit tendencies developed
during the life time, sets the premise on
which the next life takes off. Given a con-
genial exposure, those thought seeds suc-
cessively come into play. That sets the
probable path on which the future course
of life would move. Evidently, the content
and intent of the choices made lead to the
quality of life one becomes due for. This
is the premise on which one’s destiny
stands. Destiny, therefore, does have a
role to play in life. But then it is subject to
many unforeseen variables, as discussed
in the previous issue, having the potential
to modify the course of Karma. It implies

that destiny cannot be defined in finite
terms, but it indicates a probable trajecto-
ry that one is expected to tread.

To overcome the above vulnerabili-
ties, humans enjoy another exclusive
privilege — Buddhi (the faculty of dis-
criminate intelligence). This grants us the
privilege to weigh the options in hand,
discriminate between ‘what one wants’
and ‘what is right’. Accordingly, one could
arrive at right judgment and make most
appropriate choices. This prerogative
would also enjoin upon us with the capa-
bility to make conscientious choices to
even modify callings of destiny indica-
tors. It means that present Karma can
modify Karmic carryover from the past. 

It is easier said than done. For, one’s
discriminatory ability doesn’t play out
involuntarily. It has to be consciously
invoked, which requires being on full
mental alert. The paradox, however, is
that by construct, human beings are born
with 6 constitutional limitations: 1.
Limited creativity 2. Limited knowledge
3. An inherent sense of want, which
breeds in sense of desires, leading to
other related obsessions such as craving,
possessiveness and the like 4. Limitation
of time, whereby we look at develop-

ments in terms of past, present and future
5. Limitation of space, which tempts us
being self-centric and 6. Bound by cause-
effect chain. Plus, we are subject to self-
created limitations of mind, coming as
they may with different sets of experi-
ences one goes through. Mind continu-
ously keeps breeding random thoughts,
many of them negative and inconsequen-
tial. Consequently, mind gets so cluttered
that it hardly allows the space necessary
to objectively pursue your thoughts, and
with obvious consequences.

If that would not be enough, our
sense of ego further plays spoil sport with
our thought process. It is tempted to
identify itself with inherent desire trends,
and pursue them passionately as if that
would be its end game. Also, it gets
caught up by tempting influences of the
seeming world, and sets them as its
dream destination. In both cases, ego
takes the above influences on their face
value, not leaving any scope for the dis-
criminatory faculty playing its part. The
result is obvious.
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