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The extension of the Border
Security Force’s (BSF) juris-

diction in States sharing the
International Borders (IB) has
resulted in turning the intense
infighting within the Punjab
Congress, uglier. So much so
that, on Thursday, one of the
State Cabinet Ministers direct-
ly accused party stalwart and
former Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh of being
behind the BJP-led Centre’s
latest move.

“Earlier, when he went to
Delhi and met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, paddy
procurement was delayed by 10
days and now when he has
gone to Delhi again, the BSF’s
jurisdiction has been increased.
What is Captain sahib trying to
prove? I always said he is with
the BJP,” former Olympian and
Cabinet Minister in the
Charanjit Singh Channi dis-
pensation, Pargat Singh, a
known Navjot Singh Sidhu
loyalist, told media persons.

Pargat said the development
reeks of a design to implement
Governor’s Rule in Punjab by
branding it as a disturbed State.
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Some Hindu temples in
Bangladesh were vandalised

by unidentified Muslims dur-
ing Durga Puja celebrations,
prompting the Government to
deploy paramilitary forces in 22
districts after four people were
killed and many others injured
in riots, media reports said on
Thursday. A Home Ministry
spokesperson said that the
Border Guards Bangladesh
(BGB) troops have been
deployed in 22 districts across
the country to stop the spread
of violence.

The Rapid Action Battalion
(RAB) and the armed police
were also ordered to be on
guard with the BGB in 22 of the
64 administrative districts and
elsewhere to contain any vio-
lence, he said.

Three people were killed
during clashes between
Muslims and the police at
Hajiganj sub-district in
Chandpur, bordering Cumilla
while the fourth succumbed to
his wounds later. Authorities
enforced a ban on rallies in

Haziganj where officials con-
firmed the deaths of four peo-
ple in gunshots, adding that
two others were critically
injured in the clashes. The

police said that a couple of their
officials were injured as the
mob attacked them and van-
dalised their and local admin-
istrators’ cars.
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As India inches closer to the
ambitious 100-crore Covid-

19 vaccination mark, the
Government has lined up a
series of events including
announcements from seaports,
railway stations, bus stations,
metro stations and airports to
mark the massive success of the
nationwide inoculation drive
that was initiated on January 16. 

In the meantime, after a
pause of almost six months,
India-made Coronavirus vac-
cines have been sent to Nepal,
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Iran
according to the Government’s
decision to resume their sup-
plies, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said on
Thursday.

MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said the

Government has decided to
send the supplies to countries
in the neighbourhood initially.

Confident that there is
enough stock of vaccines for
domestic purposes, the Union
Health Ministry expects India
to reach the 100-crore mile-
stone by October 19 or 20.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
may also address the nation to
thank healthcare workers for
their immense contribution to
India’s vaccine drive.

To celebrate the milestone,

the BJP has asked its Ministers,
MPs, MLAs, and party func-
tionaries to attend events across
the country.

The focus of the mega out-
reach plan would be States
that will go to polls next year,
including Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat and Punjab. The mega
celebration will involve front-
line workers, healthcare staff
and Covid warriors, who died
of the infection while playing
a pivotal role in achieving the
target of 100 crore doses. 
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Continuing with his open
defiance of the BJP’s official

line on the farmers’ protest,
party’s Member of Parliament in
the Lok Sabha Varun Gandhi on
Thursday sought to sent out a
“message” to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi by posting on
social media a 41-year-old
speech of the late party patriarch
Atal Bihari Vajpayee staunchly
backing farmers’ demands and
saying “oppression of farmers
will not be tolerated”.

Varun tweeted a video of
the speech of Vajpayee with an
accompanying text “wise words
from a big-hearted leader”.

In an apparent message to
the top BJP leadership, the
BJP MP  posted the short and
sharp clip of former Prime
Minister who seeks to warn the

Government against intimi-
dating and repressing farmers.

“Daman ke tarike chod
dijiye, darane ki koshish mat
kijiye...kisan darne wala nahi..”,
Vajpayee is heard saying in his
speech in Hindi as an
Opposition leader in 1980.

“I want to warn the
Government against intimi-
dating these farmers. Don’t try
to scare us. These farmers are
not going to be scared. We don’t
want to use the farmers’ move-
ments for politics, we support
their genuine demands and if
the Government will try to
scare us, or misuse the laws, or
disregard the peaceful move-
ment of farmers, then we will
also become a part of this
farmers’ protest in their sup-
port”,  said Vajpayee in the
video posted by Varun.
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Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh in the

northern region, Andhra
Pradesh in the southern region,
Bihar and Jharkhand in the
eastern region and Gujarat in
the western region are being
adversely affected by the exist-
ing power crisis even as the
Centre has gone all out to
ensure States are not badly hit.
There was no outage reported
in Delhi, though, on Thursday.

According to the grid reg-
ulator, Power System
Operation Corporation
(POSOCO), which regulates
and maintains all India data of
electricity demand and supply
on a day to day basis,
Rajasthan, Punjab and Haryana
are the worst affected, regis-
tering considerable supply
deficits.

Bihar and Jharkhand too
are registering supply deficits of
5.12 mega units and 4.92 mega
units respectively and resorting
to eight to 10 hours of power
cuts these days.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday

urged Lieutenant Governor
Anil Baijal to allow Chhath
puja celebrations in the nation-
al Capital. In his letter to the L-
G, Kejriwal asked him to call a
meeting of the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) as soon as possible to
allow Chhath puja celebra-
tions as the Covid-19 
situation in the national Capital
is under control.

The development comes
amid a sharp attack on the
Kejriwal Government and
protests by the Delhi BJP
against the Chhath ban. In the
protest outside the CM’s house,
Manoj Tiwari, Member of

Parliament, (MP) had got
injured. Tiwari, popularly
known as “Poorvanchali” said
when spa, swimming pools
can be re-opened then 
why people cannot perform
Chhath puja.

In his letter to the L-G,
Kejriwal said the Covid situa-
tion in Delhi has been under
control for the last three
months and he believes that the
permission to celebrate Chhath
should be given with 
suitable protocols in view of the
pandemic.
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The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the

Lakhimpur Kheri violence in
which eight people, including
four farmers, were killed on
October 3, recreated the
sequence of events on
Thursday with the help of four
arrested in the case, including
Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra’s son Ashish
Mishra, and his friend Ankit
Das.

The investigators took
Ashish, his friend Das, body-
guard Latif and driver Shekhar
Bharti to the site of the incident
on Tikonia-Banbirpur road

under tight security and the
entire area was cordoned off.
During the exercise, a team of
Forensic Science Laboratory,
Lucknow, was also present

along with the SIT. Personnel
of Rapid Action Force (RAF)
were also deployed along with
the Provincial Armed
Constabulary (PAC) jawans
on the spot.

The accused were ques-
tioned about their presence
on the spot even though they
knew that the farmers were
protesting there. The SIT
arranged for three SUVs and
also mannequins to recreate
how the speeding vehicles
mowed down farmers on that
fateful day.

Ashish alias ‘Monu’ was
arrested in the case on October
9 after 12 hours of questioning,
and a court accepted his police
custody from October 12 to 15.
Bharti was arrested on 
October 12, while Das and Latif
alias Kale were arrested on
October 13.
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ASpecial Court under the
Narcotic Drugs and

Psychotropic Substances Act
(NDPS Act) on Thursday
reserved its order on a bail
application filed by Bollywood
superstar Shah Rukh Khan’s
eldest son Aryan Khan in the
mid-sea drug bust case for
October 20, after the prosecu-
tion opposed the plea alleging
that the prime accused was a
regular consumer of drugs for
the past few years and that he
was part of the conspiracy.

Opposing Aryan’s bail
application, Additional

Solicitor General (ASG) Anil
Singh told the special court that
the prime accused had admit-
ted that the seized drug was
meant for his and friend’s con-
sumption and that the latter
could not escape liability on the
ground that no recovery was
made from him.
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Pakistan’s national flag carri-
er on Thursday suspended

flight operations to Afghanistan
due to what it called 
“security concerns”, hours after
the Taliban Government threat-
ened to ban the airline unless it
reduced the fare on 
the Kabul-Islamabad route to
previous levels.

A spokesperson for the
Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA) confirmed the develop-
ment, saying Kabul operations
of the airline will remain sus-
pended until further notice.

There are currently two air-
line carriers — PIA and
Afghanistan’s Kam Air — which
operates chartered flights to
Kabul with high fares.
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The Centre’s decision to
expand the operational

jurisdiction of the Border
Security Force (BSF) from 15
km to 50 km in Assam, Punjab
and West Bengal, and reduce it
from 80 km to 50 km in
Gujarat is aimed at standard-
ising the Central paramilitary’s
role in the States with
International Borders (IB) as

also to break the nexus of the
local police with the smuggling
syndicates patronised by the
local politicians.

Officials said the move is
also expected to lead to fair
investigation in smuggling
cases, including through drones
which have been reported to be
dropping arms and narcotics
30-35 km inside the areas from
the international boundary. In
addition to these, illegal immi-

gration from the bordering
countries and their nexus with
the terror groups is also a
major concern for the Centre.

With the latest decision, a
BSF officer of the rank corre-
sponding to that of the lowest
rank is now empowered under
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), to exercise and dis-
charge powers and duties with-
out an order from a Magistrate
and without a warrant.
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The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) noted on

Thursday that the Indian
Mission is in close contact
with the Bangladeshi 
authorities over the reported
attacks on Durga Puja pandals
and temples.

MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi told the

media, “We note that the
Government of Bangladesh
has reacted promptly to ensure
control of the situation, 
including the deployment of
law enforcement machinery.
We also understand that the
celebrations of Durga Puja
continue with the support of
Bangladesh Government 
agencies and majority of 
the public.”
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Atruce seems to have been
struck as a sulking Punjab

Congress president Navjot
Sidhu on Thursday met the
party central leadership and
emerged to say that he had
expressed his “concerns regard-
ing Punjab and Punjab
Congress to the party high-
command. I have full faith in
Congress president, Priyanka

and Rahul. Whatever decision
they’ll take, it’ll be for the bet-
terment of Congress and
Punjab,” he said. Sidhu had ten-
dered his resignation over dif-
ferences over some inductions
in the Channi Cabinet. “Sidhu
will work as Punjab Congress
president and set up an organ-
isational structure. An
announcement will be made on
Friday,” Congress’ Punjab in-
charge Harish Rawat said.
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India was re-elected to the
UN Human Rights Council

for the 2022-24 term on
Thursday and vowed to con-
tinue to work for the promo-
tion and protection of Human
Rights through “Samman,
Samvad and Sahyog.”

“India gets re-elected to the
@UN_HRC (2022-24) 
for a 6th term with over-
whelming majority. Heartfelt
gratitude to the @UN 
membership for reposing its
faith in India.

“We will continue to work
for promotion and protection
of Human Rights through
#Samman #Samvad #Sahyog
#Samman #Samvad #Sahyog,”
India’s Permanent Mission to
the UN tweeted.

1����������
��!�������
���4367�

�
��

��������������
�������
�
�
��������
�����
�����
���������
��������
����������������
���������� ������!������" �!#

�#!��
��
��
���
��
$�
��
����
�
����

�����������
������
������%����!���������

��

�������������
��������������
�������������&���������'�
�����

��������!������" �!#

92�����!�:�+ ��� *�#�/++"0#+'
���!�.�+ ����������
����8

��� �	��!���
��� ���

� ���(��'0#+'
���!�.�+ ���


����
���� '(�)"$ �**+� ;4<
=���
�-�#���(�
�)���
�*
�..!�#�/!�

:-/!�����
,�+'


�����

������� ���:��

����������	

	�����
	��:�	 ��������	�

���	���� �>��	����
?�@�>����

�*,%-��*��.�"/$#
��������	��
	���
��������������

��	����	��������	��������� "0��121"3��	����"1��1

��-72�+�
2��
,����

��������A

��
�-7)&�9

��1
��	���
�3:��	���
B:���
�C
,�	
�	��

����������	�

���������
	
������
��
����
������
����

-�131-3�:
���@���
��2
	����>
2��
�����	
,���



���
����

��������	
�
�
	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	 ����	�����������	 ��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	 ��	 ����	�����������	 ��	�
�
�
	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������
	��	��	�������	 ��	��
	��
	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��
	�
�����������
	 ���	��

�����
	��	����	��	��
	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��
	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	���
�	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���
	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������
	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����
	��	��
	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��
	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��
	
����


	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	���
	�
	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

"#$%&�'$(#�)��(�&$* )�+"�+�,(�-./�010-

����� ������


Justice Mohammad Rafiq was
sworn in as the Chief Justice

of Himachal Pradesh High
Court here on Thursday. He
was administered the oath of
office by Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar in a cere-
mony held at Raj Bhawan.

The ceremony took place at
the Darbar Hall of Raj Bhawan,
where Chief Secretary Ram
Subhag Singh conducted the
proceedings of the oath cere-
mony and read out the notifi-
cation issued by the Union
Ministry of Law and Justice
regarding transfer of Justice
Mohammad Rafiq as Chief
Justice of the High Court of
Himachal Pradesh. Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur and his

wife Dr Sadhna Thakur were
also present on the occasion.

Earlier, Justice Rafig was the
Chief Justice of Madhya Pradesh
High Court. He was the Chief
Justice of Meghalaya High Court
from November 13, 2019 to
April 26, 2020. Justice Rafiq was
administered the oath of office

of the Chief Justice of Orissa
High Court on April 27, 2020,
on being transferred from the
Meghalaya High Court. He  was
administered the oath of office
of the Chief Justice of Madhya
Pradesh High Court on January
3 on being transferred from the
Orissa High Court.
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Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi
on Thursday digitally launched the Inter-

State Basmati Movement portal emandikaran-
pb.in in order to stop influx of paddy-parmal
from outside that is hampering procurement
operations on MSP across the State.

The move is aimed to allow free movement
of Basmati into the State and alleviate any hard-
ship being faced by genuine Basmati Rice
Shellers besides GPS monitoring of Basmati
Trucks – would help the state to identify the gen-
uine operators without impacting their daily
operations.

The Portal will show the GPS enabled move-
ment of Basmati Trucks in the State. 

Any real time deviation from the route can
be easily checked and access to 
the portal/App will be through a unique Login
ID/Password. 

The Officers would enforce/check the mills
through the specific login IDs provided.

Chairing a meeting with the representatives
of rice shellers and arhtiya associations from
across the State, the Chief Minister also said that
Punjab being an agrarian state, the role of rice
shellers and the arthiyas assumes great signifi-
cance as they are closely connected with agri-
culture.
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Parliamentary Affairs Minister Brahm Mohindra
on Thursday hit out at Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) national convener and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal for his promise of ending red
tapism in Punjab saying the state Government has
already brought an Act to end it. 

Suggesting Kejriwal to keep himself up to
date, the Minister said that the state government
has already executed the Punjab Anti-Red Tape
Act, 2021, to promote effective administration
of public affairs through simplified and trust
based procedures that shall expedite processes
and make governance efficient. 

Mohindra had moved the Punjab Anti-Red
Tape Bill-2021 during Punjab Vidhan Sabha
Session on March 10, 2021, which was passed
by the house with the voice vote that enables the
government to impose a fine of up to Rs 50,000
or dismiss a government official or other
employees for unnecessary delay in providing
services to the citizens and businessmen.  The
Act came into force after the Governor of Punjab
gave his assent to the bill on March 26, 2021.

“I am sending you (Kejriwal) a copy of the
Punjab Anti-Red Tape Act, 2021,” 
said Mohindra, asking Kejriwal to update his
records. 
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Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi on

Thursday called for an imme-
diate systematic change in the
archaic land laws to safeguard
the proprietary ownership
rights of people.

He said this initiative
would go a long way to stream-
line the existing procedure of
girdawari, mutation, Jamabandi
besides division thus saving the
people from sheer exploitation
through illegal/fraudulent prac-
tices to divest them from their
proprietary rights.

Chairing a meeting of all
Deputy Commissioners here,
Channi directed the Chief
Secretary to constitute a com-
mittee in consultation with the
Financial Commissioner
(Revenue) comprising Deputy
Commissioner, District
Revenue Officer, Tehsildar,
Kanoongo and Patwari to sug-
gest reforms in the State land
laws so as to simplify them. He
also asked the Chief Secretary
to bring a detailed proposal to
abolish the system of girdawari
so as to ensure ownership

rights only vests in the legiti-
mate/genuine owner as sever-
al States have already done
away with this system.

Giving a stern warning to
the Deputy Commissioners to
stamp out corruption from
public life, Channi said it has
to be eradicated without show-
ing any complacency. The
Chief Minister also asked the
DCs to ensure their punctual-
ity in offices from 9 am and
even work beyond 5 pm to
effectively deliver the goods 
to the satisfaction of the gen-
eral public. 

He said no one would be
allowed to function from their
camp offices, asking the DCs to
ensure prompt redressal of
public grievances and keep
their meetings with field offi-
cers after 5 pm so that they
could exclusively concentrate
on the administrative func-
tioning and reserve any two
days in a week for field visits to
supervise the ongoing devel-
opment activities.

Attributing clean, respon-
sive and transparent adminis-
tration as the hallmark of his
government, Channi asked the

Deputy Commissioners to
organise Suwidha Camps to
clear the backlog of social secu-
rity pensions including old age,
disabled, destitute, and widows
besides ashirwad shagan. He
also directed them to hold these
camps on October 20 and 21
besides October 29 and 30 at
tehsil, block and district level.
Likewise, the next schedule for
such Suwidha Camps to be
organised would be soon noti-
fied by the CMO.

To speed up the ongoing
development works and welfare
schemes, the Chief Minister
also asked the DCs to have
meetings with the MLAs to
redress their various concerns

related to their respective con-
stituencies on priority. He also
asked them to depute field staff
to get the prescribed forms
filled from all the eligible bene-
ficiaries to waive off pending
electricity bills having load upto
2 kw by reaching out to them.

Likewise, he also under-
scored the need to ensure time-
ly clearance of driving licens-
es, birth and death certificates,
disabled certificates. Channi
also warned the DCs to keep a
check over the functioning of
their subordinate staff in the
districts so as to curb the prac-
tice of putting unwarranted
objections on the files so as to
harass the general public.

On the time bound imple-
mentation of Basera Scheme
and allotment of 5 marla plots
to the houseless, the Chief
Minister asked the DCs to
complete the entire exercise for
the allotment for granting pro-
prietary rights to the slum
dwellers occupying State
Government’s land in the slums
of urban areas and 5 marla
plots to the eligible beneficia-
ries in the villages in next two
weeks so that the property
cards (sanads) could be given
to them on the auspicious
occasion of Diwali by lighting
earthen lamps (diyas). 

He also asked them to
develop at least four play

grounds in each block with the
facilities of Gym and other
sports equipment to encourage
our youth to go for sports in a
big way in order to utilise
their unbounded energy in a
constructive manner.

Coming down heavily on
the prevailing system of cor-
ruption especially in the reg-
istry offices, he specifically
asked the DCs not to allow
Tehsildar to undertake regis-
tration beyond office hours
after 5:00 PM, adding he said
to ensure the availability of
Revenue Officials in their
offices from 9am to 5pm in
field and only charge the pre-
scribed fee for the registry. The
Chief Minister also told the
DCs not to unnecessarily delay
the registry on frivolous
grounds. The DCs would have
to ensure that none from gen-
eral public is forced to bribe for
getting their works done like
approval of building plans of
their houses, driving and arms
licenses from the field offices
and asked them to put in place
a mechanism to check corrup-
tion with heavy hand to ensure
clean, responsive and trans-

parent governance, which
should apparently visible on the
ground.

Making a firm resolve to
resolve the problems of drug
trafficking and mining, the
Chief Minister solicited whole-
hearted support and coopera-
tion to get the culprits nabbed
who are involved in such mal-
practices with the help of local
representatives in both urban
and rural areas.

Underlining the significance
of health and education being the
core sectors, the Chief Minister
asked the Deputy
Commissioners to often make
surprise visits to ensure the
punctuality of the Doctors/
Paramedics and teachers. Any
employee found absent or delin-
quent in performing his/her
duties should be immediately
placed under suspension. He also
asked the Chief Secretary to issue
detailed instructions to all the
HODs not to reinstate such
erring employees without taking
the concerned Deputy
Commissioner in confidence.

In a bid to protect the
properties of NRIs, the Chief
Minister reiterated his

Government’s firm commit-
ment that requisite legal frame-
work should be strengthened
so that the NRIs are not dis-
possessed of their properties in
the state by illegal/fraudulent
practices in connivance with
unscrupulous elements. He
also asked the District
Administrations to prevail
upon the NRIs to adopt some
schools/hospitals/educational
institutions with a sense of
belongingness towards their
motherland under the State
Government scheme, in which
matching grant is given.

The Chief Minister also
asked the Deputy
Commissioners to personally
visit the Mandis within their
jurisdiction to ensure seamless
and prompt procurement and
lifting of Paddy besides timely
payment to the farmers so that
none of any farmer is harassed.

Prominent amongst others
who attended the meeting
included Chief Secretary
Anirudh Tiwari, Principal
Secretary to CM Hussan Lal,
Special Principal Secretaries
to CM Rahul Tewari and
Kamal Kishor Yadav.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Thursday directed the officers
concerned to ensure drainage
of water from the waterlogged
areas at the earliest so that
farmers can sow the next crop
in time. 

Presiding over a review
meeting held through video
conferencing here, the Chief
Minister directed the Deputy
Commissioners to complete
this work within the stipulated
time frame. He also directed
the Deputy Commissioners to
ensure adequate availability of
manure too. Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant Chautala
and Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Minister, JP Dalal were
also present in the meeting.

Khattar said if required,

adequate arrangements should
be made for more pumps so
that water could be drained
from the fields in time. After
drainage, the water should be
used for recharging purposes
instead of wasting it in the
drain, this will also improve the
water level, he said. 

The Chief Minister also
directed the Deputy
Commissioners to hold review
meetings of departments, cor-
porations, societies and com-
mittees regularly within the
stipulated time period. He fur-
ther asked them to send daily
reports after doing physical
verification of the incidents of
stubble burning. 

He said electric pumps
should be used for drainage. He
also further directed the
Electricity Department to give
connections on a priority basis

and ensure a 24-hour power
supply so that drainage can be
done within the set time frame.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister was apprised
that in view of the problems
being faced by the farmers in
some areas, ‘Meri Fasal Mera
Byora’ portal has been opened
and farmers can register on this
portal till October 17. Khattar
directed the DCs that farmers
should not face any problem
during the procurement of
paddy. He also asked them to
ensure adequate availability of
gunny, lifting and labor etc in
the mandis.

The Chief Minister further
directed the officers concerned
to give the benefit of Bhavantar
Yojna for Bajra crop on prior-
ity basis to the smallholding
farmers. The amount of
Bhavantar compensation

should be transferred in the
accounts of the farmers at the
earliest, he added.

SET UP COMMITTEE FOR
STUBBLE MANAGEMENT

The Chief Minister on
Thursday directed the Deputy
Commissioners to set up a
committee for the management
of paddy crop residue in the
State. He said these Committees
should be formed at the local
level so that they can make
proper arrangements for stub-
ble management. He also direct-
ed them to make such a scheme
so that farmers can get eco-
nomic benefits for stubble.

On the issue of blockades
around the Singhu and Tikri
border in Sonipat due to ongo-
ing farmers’ agitation against
three central farm laws, the
Chief Minister directed the
officers to ensure repairing of
the link roads around the
Singhu and Tikri border at the
earliest. He also said the roads
damaged due to rain should be
repaired at the earliest.
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Haryana Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant
Chautala on Thursday said the BJP-JJP

Government is making strenuous efforts to for-
mulate a policy for uniform industrialisation
across the State.

“The Government is taking steps towards
exporting 140 products in 140 blocks of the
State and, for this the Government has taken
an initiative in the name of ‘Padma’ initiative,
under which ‘One Block-One Product’ is
being encouraged,” Dushyant said while hold-
ing a meeting with senior officers of Industries
and Commerce, Revenue and Disaster
Management, MSME, Development and
Panchayat Department and other depart-
ments regarding the ‘Padma’ initiative.

The Deputy Chief Minister, who also holds
the portfolio of Industries and Commerce and
Development and Panchayats, directed the offi-
cers to study the policies of other States to pro-
mote rural industry before finalising the
‘Padma’ initiative programme.

He said in many villages of the State such
quality products are being prepared by skilled
people which can fetch them good prices at
national and international level markets, but
due to lack of knowledge, they are forced to sell
at local level at a very low price.

Dushyant informed that it is the intention
of the State Government to form a cluster in
each block for the best products produced by
the people of that block, where plots can be
made available to the people for setting up
MSMEs industries.

The facilities like electricity, water, road,
bank, common service centre will be provid-
ed in this cluster, he added.

He added it is the endeavour of the State
Government to cooperate in exporting the
products of these small entrepreneurs with the
help of big companies so that they can get good
prices for their products.
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Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Thursday said under the

Chief Minister’s Relief Fund, the bene-
fits of healthcare services 
would be made available to the extreme-
ly poor families of the state who are suf-
fering from serious health ailments like
heart disease.

“For this, a committee will be con-
stituted at the district level under the
chairmanship of the Deputy
Commissioner,” the Chief Minister said
while interacting with the office bear-
ers of BJP Seva Cell here.

He said complaints are being
received that extremely poor families are
facing trouble at the district level while
getting treatment for heart 
ailments and the government is seriously
concerned about redressal of all such
complaints. 

Khattar said for this. a committee of
three senior officers would be consti-
tuted in the districts.  

Apart from the Deputy
Commissioner, Civil Surgeon and other
officers will be included in this
Committee.  The district office bearers
of the BJP service cell will also remain
in touch with this Committee so that any
person of the state can get help in time,
he said.

The Chief Minister said that the
grant amount given to poor families for
the repair of houses would also be made
available soon through an online process
so that such families could get imme-
diate benefits in case their house is dam-
aged due to any reason.  

Such families whose annual income
in Parivar Pehchan Patra would be up
to Rs 1.80 lakh would automatically be
provided BPL cards.  

Along with this, for those people
who do not have an age certificate, a
medical board will be formed at the dis-
trict level.

Certificates will be issued after ver-
ification of age in the board, 
he said.

The Chief Minister said that a tar-
get has been set to increase the income
of families whose annual income is less
than Rs one lakh during the next year
to Rs 1.80 lakh. 

Emphasis is being laid on the skill
development of youth in the state, for
which Skill Development University has
been established. Under this, skill train-
ing is being imparted in about 800
courses.

The State Government is working to
empower the poorest of the society
financially by delivering benefits of
Antyodaya family welfare schemes,
Khattar added. 

With the Antyodaya Mission of
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay, we are
aiming to remove social and economic
inequalities so that a simple and com-
fortable life can be provided to every
person in society, he added.

The Chief Minister further said that
the State Government and BJP has cre-
ated a portal on which people who wish
to serve the public can get themselves
registered. 

He informed that so far, 800 people
have registered themselves to become
volunteers on this portal.
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Punjab Governor Banwarilal
Purohit and Haryana

Governor Bandaru Dattatreya
on Thursday greeted people on
the eve of Dussehra, saying the
festival symbolises the 
triumph of good over evil and
shows us the way of ideal and
virtuous living.

In his message, the Punjab
Governor said the festival sur-
passed communal barriers and
provided an opportunity to
the people to reinforce their
bonds of brotherhood, amity
and goodwill. “Our nation has
an age-old tradition of cele-
brating Dussehra that sym-
bolises the triumph of good
over evil and shows us the way
of ideal and virtuous living to
carve out a healthy and har-
monious society,” Purohit said.  

The Punjab Governor also
exhorted people that during the
festivities one must observe
Covid-19 guidelines and 
ensure a clean and green
Dussehra this year.  

Extending his warm greet-
ings to the people of the State

on Dussehra eve, Haryana
Governor Dattatreya urged
them to celebrate the festival by
following coronavirus guide-
lines. He said Dussehra sym-
bolises the victory of truth
over falsehood, and good over
evil. The burning of Ravana’s
effigy not only indicates the
victory of good over evil but
also reinforces the need to
eliminate social evils and cre-
ate an atmosphere of fraterni-
ty and peace, said Dattatreya.
“We all should take a pledge to
follow the path of truth, non-
violence, and great ideals
shown by Lord Ram. It will
help us to enhance social har-
mony and build an ideal nation
and society,” he added. 

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar also
extended greetings to the peo-
ple on the eve of Dussehra. In
a message released here,
Khattar said that Dussehra is a
symbol of victory of good over
evil. “This festival is an inspi-
ration to all of us to bury all
evils and embrace the path of
virtues and goodness,” he said.
The chief minister urged the
people to celebrate the pious
festival with gaiety while adher-
ing to the social distancing
norms amid the pandemic. He
hoped that the festival would
bring peace and prosperity to
the people of the State.
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Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh in the

northern region, Andhra
Pradesh in the southern region,
Bihar and Jharkhand in the
eastern region and Gujarat in
the western region are being
adversely affected by the exist-
ing power crisis even as the
Centre has gone all out to
ensure States are not badly hit.
There was no outage reported
in Delhi, though, on Thursday.

According to the grid reg-
ulator, Power System Operation
Corporation (POSOCO),
which regulates and maintains
all India data of electricity
demand and supply on a day to
day basis, Rajasthan, Punjab
and Haryana are the worst
affected, registering consider-
able supply deficits. Bihar and
Jharkhand  too are registering
supply deficits of 5.12 mega
units and 4.92 mega units
respectively and resorting to
eight to 10 hours of power cuts
these days.

Rajasthan witnessed 17.89
mega unit shortfall on October
13; Punjab 5.25 mega unit;
Haryana 8.73 mega unit and
Uttar Pradesh 1.92 mega unit.
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
regions witnessed a supply
deficit of upto 3.45 mega units.
There was no outage in Delhi.
On Thursday, the maximum
demand was recorded 4179

mega watt in Delhi which was
met by the discoms. Gujarat
faced a shortfall of 3.83 mega
units on October 13 and
Andhra Pradesh witnessed a
shortfall of 3.84 mega units.

The Ministry of Power on
Thursday claimed that the
coal-based capacity under out-
age due to coal shortage has
reduced. “Power System
Operation Corporation
Limited (POSOCO) has
reported that the total capaci-
ty of units under outage due to
low coal stocks has reduced
from 11 GW on 12th Oct to 5
GW on 14th October,” it said.

Union Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi continued his vis-
its  to different coal mines to
take first-hand stock of on-
ground situation. After Dipka
mines in Chhattisgarh, he vis-
ited the Ashoka mines of the
Central Coalfields Ltd (CCL) at
Piparwar in Chatra district of
Jharkhand and held discussions

with officials of CCL and
Eastern Coalfields Ltd (ECL)
on the prevailing situation.

Increased economic activ-
ity after the second wave of the
coronavirus pandemic has dri-
ven up demand for coal, lead-
ing to a supply shortage, forc-
ing northern states such as
Bihar, Rajasthan and Jharkhand
to cut power for up to 14
hours a day.

According to the POSO-
CO, the power supply in India
fell about 830 mega units short
of demand during the first 13
days of October, largely due to
a coal shortage, a deficit of 1.6
per cent. The October shortfall
was already the biggest in
absolute terms for a single
month since November 2018,
even with 19 days of October
still left.

After meeting with the
CCL and ECL’s officials on
Thursday, the minister said
the power plants in the coun-
try will continue to receive the
required amount of coal. "We
are witnessing an improve-
ment now," he said, asked
about the current situation.
The minister said that closure
of some mines, and inundation
of a few others due to monsoon
led to the crisis but there is no
need to panic as the situation
is improving."We can produce
two million tonnes of coal per
day," he said, asserting the
need for producing more coal.
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The first-term board exam-
inations for Classes 10 and

12 will be conducted offline in
November-December and the
date-sheet for the same will be
announced on October 18, the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) said on
Thursday.

The board said the exams
will be objective-type and the
duration of the tests will be 90
minutes. The exams will start
from 11.30 am instead of 10.30
am, keeping in view the winter
season. Bifurcating the acade-
mic session, holding two term-
end exams and rationalising the

syllabus were part of the spe-
cial assessment scheme for
Classes 10 and 12 board exams
in 2021-22 announced by the
CBSE in July in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

"After the conduct of the
term-1 exams, the results in the
form of marks scored will be
declared. No student will be
placed in the pass, compart-
ment and essential repeat cat-
egories after the first term.
The final results will be
announced after the first and
the second-term examination,"
CBSE Examination Controller
Sanyam Bhardwaj said.

"Practical exams or internal
assessment will be completed in

schools before the first-term
exams are over. The marks
allotted will be 50 per cent of
the total marks and mentioned
in the syllabus. The schools will
be informed separately about
the full scheme so that they can
make the necessary prepara-

tions," he added.
Bhardwaj further said the

second-term examination
would be conducted in March-
April, 2022 and whether it will
be objective or subjective-type
will depend on the Covid sit-
uation in the country.
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Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on

Thursday met former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
admitted to the AIIMS here
after complaining of weakness
following a fever, and enquired
about his health even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
wished his predecessor a
speedy recovery. “I pray for the
good health and speedy recov-
ery of Dr Manmohan Singh Ji,”
PM Modi tweeted.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi also visited
AIIMS to enquire about the
health of the former PM and
wished him a speedy recovery.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal also prayed for his
speedy recovery

Union minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi, former Union
minister Ashwani Kumar,
Congress leader Mukul Wasnik
and Shiv Sena leader and Rajya
Sabha member Priyanka
Chaturvedi also wished Singh
a speedy recovery. Among oth-
ers, former Punjab chief min-
ister Amarinder Singh,
Congress leader Abhishek
Singhvi and NCP’s Nawab
Malik also prayed for the ex-
prime minister’s good health.

Singh was Wednesday
admitted to the AIIMS owing
to weakness and exhaustion.
The senior Congress leader,
who turned 89 last month,
had been undergoing treat-
ment for fever at home for the
last couple of days.
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With restrictions easing
during the festive season,

India's Covid-19 cases and
deaths are again surging. As per
the Union Health Ministry's
data, India on Thursday regis-
tered 3000 cases more than
what it did on Wednesday. 

In the last 24 hours, it
added 18,987 cases and 246
deaths while it was 15,823
infections and 226 deaths on

Wednesday, when the country
saw the lowest daily rise in
Covid cases since early March.

The Ministry has been
consistently warning the peo-
ple not to let their guard down
as virus can take ugly shape in
view of easing of restrictions in
crowded places amidst cele-
bration of festivities.

The active Covid cases in
India comprise 0.61 per cent of
the total infections, the lowest
since March 2020 -- the active

caseload at present is 2,07,653,
lowest in 214 days, said the
Ministry in a statement.

India's total Covid infec-
tion tally has reached
3,40,01,743 while the death
count has increased to 4,51,189.
A total of 13,25,399 tests were
conducted, taking the number
of cumulative tests conducted
so far to 58,63,63,442.

The national COVID-19
recovery rate was recorded at
98.06 per cent, highest since
March 2020. At least 22,844
recoveries in the last 24 hours
took the total number of recov-
eries to 3,33,42,901 in India.

The daily positivity rate -
number of positive cases iden-
tified per 100 - stands at 1.19
per cent, less than 3 per cent for
last 44 days. The weekly posi-
tivity rate stands at 1.46 per
cent in India. A total of
13,01,083 tests were conduct-
ed on Wednesday, taking the
number of cumulative tests
conducted so far for detection
of Covid-19 in the country to
58,76,64,525.
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The employment and earn-
ing generating “Hunar

Haats” for artisans and craft-
men may soon be linked with
the popular marketing websites
like Amazon and flipkart and
will also  be increasingly
focussing on the artisans
belonging to socially backward
Muslims. 

Continuing improvisation
in the " Hunar Haats", the
Union Ministry for minority
affairs will be setting
“Vishwakarma Vatika” in the
Haats across the country to
promote  traditional skills of
artisans and craftsmen where
they will also be displaying live
how India’s traditional and and
indigenous handmade prod-
ucts are made.

Database of artisans is
being prepared from across
the country to rope-in them
from the lowest-rung  to  the

Haats.
According to the ministry,

backward  castes among
Muslim artisans would be given
space in 'Vvishwakarma Vatika"
to showcase their products and
sell them directly or through
Government e Marketing
((GeM).

Sections of Muslim com-
munity such as Kahar, Kewat-
Mallah, Kumhar, Kunjda,
Gujjar, Gaddi-Ghosi, Qureshi,
Jogi, Mali, Teli, Darji, Nut,
Banjara, Badhyi, Chudidar,
Momin-Julaha, Mansuri,
Dhuniya, Rangrej, Lohar,
Halwayi, Hajjam, Dhobi,
Bhishti, Mochi, Raj-Mistri etc
will benefit by this improvisa-
tions of Haats, said the Ministry.

According to sources, gov-
ernment is in talks with the
marketing sites like Amazon
and flipcart to sell products of
the artisans.

Talking to media persons
here, Union Minister for

Minority Affairs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi said here that the
first of  “Vishwakarma Vatika”,
in “Hunar Haat”  will come -up
at Rampur , Uttar Pradesh,
which will be inaugurated by
Union Minister for Education
and Skill Development and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan on 16th
October.

Union Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs and
Culture  Arjun Ram Meghwal
would also be present on the

occasion.
Proficient craftsmen,

sculptors, stonemasons, black-
smiths, carpenters, potter and
other artisans from across the
country, will give live demo of
hundreds of India’s traditional
art and craft at one place in
these "Vishwakarma Vatika",
Naqvi said.

The minister said that
about 700 artisans and crafts-
men from more than 30 States
and UTs including Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi,

Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Goa,
Punjab, Uttrakhand, Ladakh,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Haryana,
Jammu-Kashmir, West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
brought their indigenous prod-
ucts made with wood, brass,
bamboo, glass, cloth, paper,
clay etc at “Hunar Haat”, being
organised at  Rampur.

Naqvi said that besides
"Vocal for Local", the upcom-
ing "Hunar Haats" will also be
based on the theme of "Best
from Waste". Exquisite prod-
ucts made from used and dis-
carded items in households
such as Plastic, paper, ply,
wood, glass, ceramic, jute, cot-
ton, wool as well as banana
stems, sugarcane pulp, paddy
and wheat straw-stems, husk,
Tur, rubber, iron, brass,  etc will
be available in “Hunar Haat”
for sale and display.
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In an apparent reference to
her role in the 1971 war with

Pakistan that led to the creation
Bangladesh, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Thursday
praised former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi saying she not
only led the country for a
number of years but also dur-
ing the times of war.

A couple of days ago,
Rajnath had kicked off a row by
asserting that freedom fighter
Savarkar filed mercy petitions
to the British after being told to
do so by Mahtama Gandhi,
prompting certain opposition

leaders to counter him.
In an address at a Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) seminar  on the role of
women in the armed forces, the
defence minister also  talked
about Rani Laxmi Bai and for-
mer president Pratibha Patil,
and said India has a positive
experience in harnessing
women's power in national
development.

"There are a number of
examples of women taking up
arms to protect their country
and the rights of the people
through history. Rani Laxmi
Bai is amongst the most
revered and respected amongst

them," he said.
"India's former prime min-

ister Indira Gandhi not only led
the country for a number of
years, she also did so during the
times of war. And more recent-
ly, Pratibha Patil was the pres-
ident of India and the supreme
commander of the Indian
armed forces," the defence
minister added.

"If Saraswati is our goddess
of knowledge, wisdom and
learning, mother Durga
remains associated with pro-
tection, strength, destruction
and war," he said.

"Women have been serving
with pride in the Indian

Military Nursing Service for
over 100 years now. The Indian
Army had commenced com-
missioning women officers in
1992. It has now moved to
inducting women officers in
most of the branches of the
Army," he said.

"Women are now being
accepted for permanent com-
mission and shall be com-
manding Army units and bat-
talions in the near future," he
added. Singh said women will
be able to join the premier tri-
service pre-commissioning
training institute, the National
Defence Academy, from next
year.

Referring to women's role
in the Navy, he said from hum-
ble beginnings in the Air
Traffic Control in 1993, the
women officers graduated to
being pilots of maritime recon-
naissance aircraft in 2016 and
are now being appointed
onboard warships since last
year.

"The Indian Coast Guard
has been employing women
officers in combat roles, which
include pilots, observers and
aviation support services. In the
Indian Air Force, women are
inducted in all roles, including
combat and support roles,"
Singh said.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday virtual-

ly conducted the final break-
through blast of the Sela tunnel
— the world's largest bi-lane
tunnel at an altitude of more
than 13,000 feet —in Arunachal
Pradesh and flagged of a 20,000-
km-long motorcycle expedition
of the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO). The virtual
breakthrough blast and the flag-
ging-off were conducted by the
Minister at the National War
Memorial here.

The tunnel will not only
strengthen national security, but
also augment the transportation
facilities for the local people and
consequently, boost their socio-

economic conditions, he said.
"This tunnel, which has

been made with state-of-the-art
features, will prove to be the life-
line for not just Tawang, but the
entire state of Arunachal
Pradesh," Singh said. 

The tunnel goes through
Sela Pass and is expected to cut
down the distance to the China
border through Tawang district
in Arunachal Pradesh by 10 km.
The construction work of the
tunnel is expected to be over by
June 2022.

"The breakthrough blast of
the Sela main tunnel shows
your (BRO's) hard work and
your commitment towards the
country's security and socio-
economic development," the
defence minister said.

He also flagged off a
motorcycle expedition of the
BRO.                Singh said 75
personnel of the BRO and the
Army will participate in the
motorcycle expedition that will
cover a distance of 20,000 km
passing through many states
and Union territories.

The Sela tunnel would cut

down the travel time between
the Army's 4 Corps headquar-
ters at Tezpur in Assam and
Tawang by at least an hour.
Moreover, it would ensure that
National Highway 13, espe-
cially the 171-km stretch
between Bomdila and Tawang,
remains accessible in all weath-
er conditions.
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Actor Norah Fatehi on
Thursday appeared before

the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here for recording her
statement in connection with a
money laundering case worth
over Rs 200 crore against
alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrasekar.

Fatehi, 29, appeared before
the investigating officer of the
case at the ED’s office here.

Her statement is being
recorded under the provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
connection with a money laun-
dering case filed against
Chandrashekar and his actor
wife Leena Maria Paul, sources
said.

The ED had earlier ques-
tioned actor Jacqueline

Fernandes in this case. She is
expected to depose again
before the agency.

Both the actors are under-
stood to be cooperating with
the agency in taking the money
laundering probe forward as
they themselves had been
allegedly conned in the racket
run by  Chandrashekhar and
his wife.

Chandrasekhar and his
wife were recently arrested by
the ED following an order from
the PMLA court while they
were already lodged in jail after
they were arrested by the Delhi
Police on charges of cheating
some people including some
high-profile individuals includ-
ing former Fortis Healthcare
promoter Shivinder Mohan
Singh's wife Aditi Singh.

In August, the ED had
searched some of

Chandrasekhar's premises and
seized a sea-facing bungalow in
Chennai, Rs 82.5 lakh cash and
over a dozen luxurious cars.

The agency had claimed in
a statement that
Chandrasekhar is a "known
conman" and is being probed
by the Delhi Police in a case of
alleged criminal conspiracy,
cheating and extortion to the
tune of about Rs 200 crore.

"Chandrasekhar is the
mastermind of this fraud. He
has been part of the crime
world since the age of 17. He
has multiple FIRs against him
and is presently lodged in
Rohini jail (in connection with
the Delhi Police case)," the ED
had said.

Despite being in the jail, it
said, Chandrasekhar "did not
stop conning" people, the ED
said.
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Punya Salila Srivastava,
a1993 batch AGMUT cadre

officer, was on Thursday
appointed as Additional
Secretary in the Prime
Minister’s Office. 

She was Additional
Secretary in the Union Home
Ministry and was holding the
charge of spokesperson of the
Ministry, especially during
Covid times.

Meanwhile, 1994 batch
Tamil Nadu cadre officer
Amuda Periyasamy, Additional
Secretary, has been repatriated

from PMO to her parent cadre. 
Srivastava's appointment

comes a couple of days after
former I&B Secretary Amit
Khare was appointed as
Advisor to the Prime Minister.
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New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will deliver a video
address at an event organised by the Defence Ministry to ded-
icate seven new defence companies, carved out of the erst-
while Ordnance Factory Board, to the nation on the auspi-
cious occasion of Vijayadashami on Friday, the PMO said on
Thursday. PNS
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Dushehra is celebrated all
over country as a symbol

of the victory of good deeds
represented by Lord Rama over
evils symbolised by Ravana.
But in the sasani town of
Hathras,Tribal communities of
Aligarh and  village Bisrikh of
Gautam Budh Nagar  worship
Ravan even today.  Entire vil-
lage is worshipper of Ravana
and they have dedicated a tem-
ple to Ravana wherein Ravana
is deity.  They observe this day
(Dussehra) in mourning.
Bisrikh is located at only 29 Km
away from Aligarh Border. 

It is being claimed that the
village is linked to historic era.
Father of Ravana, Vishesarva
was born there and the village
too derived its name from
him. Villagers believe that
Ravana was his ancestor, so
they observe grief and mourn
on Dussehra. Located at 65 km
from National Capital  , the vil-
lage Bisrikh comes in 
limelight during Dushehra
every Year. 

Sanjay Singh, a resident
of Bisrikh told "our village is a
historic one.  He told that
Ravana of the epic era was from
here.  Thousands of villagers
believe that Ravana was their
ancestor.  Residents of village
have constructed a very beau-
tiful temple and Ravana is
worshiped in its ritually".

Another resident of
Bisrkh, Reeta Devi says that
Ravana was most scholorist
person of his era.  He was

ditched by his own brothers
who passed his tactics and
strategies to Rama otherwise he
would not had been killed.  She
says that Ravana was treasure
house of knowledge, we wor-
ship him as god of knowledge.

Like Bisrikh, the tribal
communities celeberate the
Maha Puja of Ravan in sever-
al villages in Aligarh like
Akrabad, Dhanipur, Utasani
and Kutubpur. The tribal pop-
ulation has been worshiping
Ravana as its Deity and symbol
of intellectual  prosperity since
ages.  

Ramesh, a resident of
Akrabad said ''Ravana is deity
of around 55 Tribal
Communities like  Gihara ,
Gond  Aharia , Bhilla, bha-
haliya, Kanjar and Praja
Communities and they have
been celebrating Ravan as God.
We never celebrate Dushera,
we condemn the burning of
effige of Ravan on the day of
Dushera. Gihara community
want that government should
take care of their religious feel-
ing."

Ravana is also worshiped
by one section of  Kanyakubja
Braamans in Sasni town and
their adjoining villages , which
is 16 km from Aligarh.  Here
also devotees of Ravana mourn
the killing of Ravana on
Dussehra. Here Ravan is per-
sonified as  a symbol of pros-
perity and regarded as a sur-
vivor by Kanyakubja
Bharamans, a Bharamans sub
cast to which Ravan is believed
to belong.
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The All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhakam

(AIADMK) which is formed
on 17th October 1972 by mati-
nee idol late M G
Ramachandran is entering a
crucial phase of its history this
Sunday. The year 2022 marks
the Golden Jubilee of the party
that ruled Tamil Nadu for a
total of 25 years (1977-1987,
1991-1996, 2001-2006 and
2011- 2016) since its birth in
1972. The AIADMK won all
these elections under the lead-
ership of party founder MGR
or his chosen heir Jayalalithaa.
With the demise of Jayalalithaa
in 2016, the AIADM has
become like a rudderless ship
and was wiped out in the 2019
Lok Sabha election as well as
the 2021 Assembly election.

The general view among
political commentators in the
State is that AIADMK does not
have a leader who could match
the stature and charisma of
MGR or Jayalalithaa. Adding to
the woes of the party is the turf
war between Leader of the
Opposition Edappadi
Palaniswami and coordinator
of the steering committee O
Panneerselvam, sulking over
the denial of the post of the LoP
to him.

Adding to the woes of the
party cadre is V K Sasikala, for-
mer aid to Jayalalithaa, who is
struggling hard to take control
of the party. She is being helped
by TTV Dhinakaran, her
nephew who had floated the
AMMK when he was eased out
of the AIADMK. The aunt-
nephew duo has taken control
of the TV channel Jaya TV and
party mouthpiece Namathu
MGR through a silent opera-

tion.
With Palaniswami,

Panneerselvam, Sasikala, and
Dhinakaran pulling the party
in different directions, skeptics
have started doubting whether
the AIADMK would remain as
a single entity when it is time
for the golden jubilee celebra-
tion.

That the party does not
have any strategists or strategy
was proved when it “squan-
dered” two Rajya Sabha seats in
2021 by fielding two sitting
members who had more than
three years of tenure to com-
plete their term  for the
Assembly election. Both of
them won the assembly elec-
tion and  resigned their Rajya
Sabha seats. When the polls to
the vacant seats were held the
DMK walked away with both
the seats. “This itself shows that
the party is bereft of quality
leaders and ideas,” said a senior
party leader who had been
sidelined by Palaniswamy and
Panneerselvam

Chances of Panneerselvam
joining hands with Sasikala
are not being ruled out by party
insiders themselves. In Tamil
Nadu what matters most is not
ideology but caste. Sasikala
and Panneerselvam belong to
Thevar sect (a segment of
Mukkalathor caste) while
Palaniswamy belongs to the
Gounder community. Though
Jayalalithaa was an Iyengar,
she had the total support of the
Thevars, a dominant caste in
southern Tamil Nadu.

The recent polls to the
local bodies in the newly
carved out nine districts saw
AIADMK getting routed. It
will be a tough task for the
AIADMK to stage a comeback
in time for the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.
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Kerala’s see-saw battle with
Covid-19 continued on

Thursday,a closed holiday in
the State on account of Vijaya
Dasami as the number of new
persons diagnosed with the
pandemic came down 
slightly.

According to Veena
George, the State’s Health
Minister, 9246 persons were
diagnosed with Covid-19 out of
the 88,733 samples tested dur-
ing the last 24 hours. With the
logging of 96 persons during
the last 24 hours, death toll till
date in the State reached
26,667.

In yet another setback to
the administration,
Government doctors will begin
their indefinite non-coopera-
tion agitation from Friday
demanding better working
conditions, liberal rest and
recovery period and restoration
of risk allowance and pay
which were ‘drastically’ reduced
by the Government since the
pandemic struck the State in
January 2020.

New Delhi: The Lohegaon air-
port in Pune will remain closed
for 14 days from October 16 as
the Indian Air Force (IAF) has
taken the runway for resurfac-
ing work, while a chopper firm
will operate sorties to and from
Mumbai — the nearest opera-
tional airport during this peri-
od. 

“This is to inform all pas-
sengers that as per information
received from Indian Air Force
(IAF), due to runway resurfac-
ing works, all flights from Pune
Airport will not operate for 14
days from 16 October 2021 to
29 October 2021," the airport
tweeted on its official handle.
All commercial flights operat-
ing from the airport will remain
suspended from October 16 to
29 due to the closure.

The Lohegaon Airport will
have a second shut down with-
in 13 years. The existing airport
at Lohegaon is owned by the
IAF which had earlier said that
shutting down the airstrip was
"inescapable", as the runway's
condition was rapidly 
deteriorating and needed re-
carpeting. 
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DRDO has developed
counter-drone technolo-

gy and transferred it to indus-
tries, which have taken orders
from the armed forces and
security forces of the country,
a senior official of the organi-
sation said on Thursday.
"DRDO has developed anti-
drone technology. It has all the
necessary elements required
to counter drones, whether it is
detection, tracking or surveil-
lance and even a process called
software and hardware,"
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) chief G Satheesh
Reddy said.

He was speaking to
reporters on the sidelines of the
foundation stone-laying cere-
mony of the DRDO-sponsored
Kalam Centre for Science and
Technology (KCST) at the
Central University of Jammu in
Samba. Reddy said the tech-
nology has been transferred to
multiple industries, which have
taken orders from the armed
forces and security forces of the
country.

"They are providing it to
them. They will be delivering
it to them (security and armed
forces) to tackle the drones that
are coming in (from across the
border)," he added. Reddy said
the capability of the anti-drone

system has been demonstrated
multiple times, adding, "It was
deployed on the Independence
Day and the Republic Day
also." Earlier, Reddy laid the
foundation stone of Kalam
Centre for Science and
Technology (KCST) at the
sprawling campus of Central
University of Jammu.

Work on the ambitious
project is scheduled to be over
in two and a half years.Once
completed the centre will
emerge as a focussed research
centre and prominent work
centre in the country.

Speaking on the occasion
The Chairman, DRDO Dr. G.
Satheesh Reddy emphasised
the importance of  two verticals
in KCST i.e Computational
System Security and Sensors in
the present scenario.

He also mentioned that
the protection of Cyber-
Physical System and Data
Security during the routing is
of utmost importance and
emphasized the need for skill
development in computation-
al security. Further, he men-
tioned that sensors developed
in this research centre should
come as a product with state-
of-art technology.

Prof. Ashok Aima Vice
Chancellor Central University
of Jammu thanked Chairman
DRDO for this venture which
opens up a new chapter in CUJ.
He said such collaboration of

CUJ with DRDO would unfold
in time to come to a new insti-
tutional collaboration by syn-
chronizing experience and
expertise to create a new path-
way for research and innova-
tions in this region.

The Governing Council
unanimously sanctioned 3
research projects of Rs. 30
Crore under Computational
System Security vertical. Vice-
Chancellor congratulated PI’s
of the projects and
Coordinators of Research
Verticals Dr. Yashwant Singh,
HoD Computer Science & IT,
Dr. Vinay Kumar, Associate
Professor, Department of
Physics and Astronomical
Sciences and Prof. B.S. Bhau
Director KCST for this achieve-
ment. 

The foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony was also attend-
ed by Hari Babu Srivastava,
Director General (TM), Dr.
Sudhir Kamath, Director
General (MED & CoS), Amit
Sharma, Advisor Cyber (Govt.
of India), Dr. Shiv Kumar,
Director, ER & IPR, Kailash
Kumar Pathak, Director,
DFTM, U Jeya Santhi, Director,
SAG, Rajesh Pillai, Scientist G,
SAG, J.S. Rawat, SSPL, Renu
Sharma, Scientist F, DFTM,
Dipak Gupta, Scientist E, Office
of Advisor (Cyber), and other
distinguished scientists of
DRDO headquarter and SAG
and SSPL DRDO Labs.
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The Trinamool Congress,
Left and Congress have

vehemently protested against
the Centre’s decision to expand
the jurisdiction of Border
Security Force to 50 kms say-
ing it is a direct infringement
of State’s rights. The BSF hith-
erto enjoyed a jurisdiction of 15
km from the international bor-
der.

“Law and order is a State
subject and that cannot be
infringed upon by the Centre
… the Constitution is clear on
that … this move by the Centre
to expand BSF’s jurisdiction
will amount to meddling in law
and order matters of the State
which is unacceptable,” said
senior TMC leader and Bengal
minister Firhad Hakim.

The Trinbamool Congress
Government strongly opposes
this high handed decision
taken by the Centre … it is
arbitrary and amounts to an
infringement on the rights of
the state… What was the sud-
den need to enhance the BSF's
jurisdiction without informing
the State Government … is it
because they want to compen-
sate for their electoral defeat in
Bengal?" TMC spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said.

By amending the BSF Act
the Centre has provided the
BSF with additional teeth to
carry out its works unhin-
dered by the police and with-
out the help from the State
police. It can undertake search,
seizure and arrest suspects
within 50 km inside the border
in the States of Bengal, Assam
and Punjab.

With Bengal sharing a long

border with Bangladesh a “ter-
ritorial expansion” for the BSF
can mean a “substantial loss” of
jurisdiction for the State Police
worth a whopping 110,850
square km. This is exclusive of
the border distance shared by
Nepal and Bhutan. Bengal-
Bangladesh has a di8stance of
2,217 km.

Reacting strongly to the
development TMC MP
Saugato Roy said that the “State
Government is concerned with
the development because the
Home Ministry under Amit
Shah has an unimpressive track
record.”

Left leaders like Sujan
Chakrabarty too opposed the
decision attacking the BJP
Government for “its expan-
sionist” policies and the
Trinamool Congress for “cre-
ating a situation where the
BJP is feeling encouraged and
emboldened to take such
actions … this deplorable.”

Congress Lok Sabha leader
and PCC president Adhir
Chowdhury said that the move
would fire resentment in days
to come. 

He tweeted: “The expan-
sion of BSF area of jurisdiction
up to 50 km from border of
some states amounts to brazen
infringement upon the territo-
ry of states. HMO India (min-
istry of home affairs), you
should not indulge in any
'Chherkhani' (meddling) else
will face the consequences.'

However, the BJP leader-
ship defended the central move
saying New Delhi had to take
the decision as the State police
had failed to block terror tran-
sit points and stop arms and
drug smuggling.

Aligarh (UP): Voicing dissatisfaction over the
probe into the Lakhimpur violence case after the
"red-carpet arrest" of MoS Home Ajay Mishra's
son, BKU leader Rakesh Tikait on Thursday said
a fair investigation is not possible till the min-
ister is removed from his post.

He said the "red-carpet arrest" of Ashish
Mishra has fuelled anger among protesting farm-
ers.

Alleging that the investigating agency is
going soft on Mishra's interrogation, Tikait
termed the probe a 'guldaston wali puch-tach'
(investigation where bouquets are being pre-
sented).

Ashish Mishra, alleged to be in one of the
cars that mowed down the protesters in
Lakhimpur Kheri on October 3, was arrested
after 12 hours of questioning last week. A court
here had granted three-day custody of Ashish
to police.

"The red carpet arrest of the minister's son
who is the main accused in the incident has
fuelled anger among the protesting farmers," the
BKU leader told newspersons here.

"The whole world understands that no jus-
tice can be given if the minister whose son is

being investigated continues to hold his chair.
We are completely dissatisfied by the manner in
which investigations are being conducted,"
Tikait said at a function in Tappal town.

He claimed that the minister was influenc-
ing the SIT investigation.

The BKU leader reiterated that the protest
against the Lakhimpur violence would intensi-
fy if Ajay Mishra was not removed from his post.

The farmers' unions have already given a call
for burning the effigies of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home minister Amit
Shah on Dussehra, a six-hour nationwide 'rail
roko' agitation on October 26 and a 'kisan maha-
panchayat' in the state capital on October 26.

"Everybody knows that nothing would
come out of the 'red-carpet arrest' of the union
minister's son. How can anybody expect any-
thing when the police who are questioning
Ashish Mishra also present bouquets to the
MoS," Tikait said.

When asked about the arrest of Ankit Das,
a friend of Ashish Mishra, he claimed, "More
false witnesses will be produced and some will
even take responsibility on their head under the
influence of Ajay Mishra in the region." PTI 
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Darbhanga (Bihar): A 45-
year-old priest was shot dead
over a dispute regarding a
mobile phone in Bihar's
Darbhanga district on
Thursday, following which one
of the alleged assailants was
lynched by locals and two oth-
ers were arrested by the police.

The incident took place
early in the morning when four
armed men barged into
Kankali temple in the
University police station area
and shot dead priest Rajeev
Kumar Jha and injured a devo-
tee, Station House Officer Satya
Prakash Jha said.

The injured devotee, iden-
tified as Shambhu Choudhary,
has been hospitalised and his
condition is stated to be stable,
he said.

After the incident, locals
chased the alleged assailants
and nabbed three of them,
while one managed to escape.
The trio was brutally thrashed
by the locals, as a result of
which, one of them – identified
as Pulkit Singh – died, while
the other two were arrested by
the police, the officer said.

"Preliminary investigation
suggests that the deceased
assailant had some dispute
over a mobile phone with the
priest's son," he said, adding
further investigation is under-
way.

Locals, however, claimed
that the slain priest had lodged
a police complaint against the
lynched man a few days ago but
no further action was taken
against him. Police, though,
remained tight-lipped over the
charge. PTI 

New Delhi: Three hardcore
militants of the banned NSCN-
K (YA) outfit were nabbed from
Mon town of Nagaland in an
intelligence-led counter-insur-
gency operation by the Assam
Rifles after the ultras crossed
over to India from Myanmar,
sources in the security estab-
lishment said on Thursday.

All the three militants
apprehended are residents of
Myanmar and they sneaked
into the Indian side with the
purpose of carrying out a string
of attacks, they said.

The militants identified
as Yunah Konyak, Tonpho
Konyak alias Aton and Songam
Konyak were caught by troops
of the 35 Assam Rifles in the
operation on Monday in the
border town with support from
local police, the sources said.

While Yunah is a resident
of Thela village in Myanmar,
Tonpho is from Kamka village
and Songam is from the
Langkho area of the neigh-
bouring country, they said.

The Indian and
Myanmarese security forces
have been coordinating with
each other in keeping a strict
vigil over the India-Myanmar
border. In October last year,
Army Chief Gen MM Naravane,
accompanied by Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla, paid a crucial visit to
Myanmar during which India
decided to supply an attack
submarine to the Myanmar
Navy besides agreeing to further
deepen overall military and
defence ties.

It is learnt that the over-
all coordination and cooperation
between the India and
Myanmarese armies on the
management of the Indo-
Myanmar border has improved
following the visit by the Chief
of Army Staff. PTI

New Delhi: India and the US
will kickstarta 15-day mega
military exercise in Alaska
from Friday to further deepen
bilateral military cooperation.

The 17th edition of the
exercise "Yudh Abhyas" will be
conducted at Joint Base
Elmendorf Richardson in
Alaska from October 15 to 29,
the Indian Army said on
Thursday.

The Indian contingent at
the exercise will comprise 350
personnel of an infantry bat-
talion group of the Indian
Army.

The previous edition of
the exercise took place at
Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in
Bikaner in February.

"This exercise is another
step in the growing military
cooperation between the two
countries. The exercise aims at
enhancing understanding,
cooperation and interoper-
ability between two armies," the
Army said.

It said the exercise will
focus on "combined arms

manoeuvres in cold climatic
conditions and is primarily
aimed at sharing tactical level
drills and learning best prac-
tices from each other".

The Indo-US defence ties
have been on an upswing in the
last few years.

In June 2016, the US had
designated India a "Major
Defence Partner".

The two countries have
also signed key defence and
security pacts over the past few
years, including the Logistics
Exchange Memorandum of
Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016
that allows their militaries to
use each other's bases for repair
and replenishment of supplies
as well as provides for deeper
cooperation.

The two sides also signed
COMCASA (Communications
Compatibility and Security
Agreement) in 2018 that pro-
vides for interoperability
between the two militaries and
provides for the sale of high-
end technology from the US to
India. PTI
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Mumbai: Maharashtra reported 2,384 new
Covid-19 cases on Thursday, up 165 from a day
ago, while 35 more patients succumbed to the
infection in the state, down from nearly 50 the
previous day, said an official from the health
department.

With the latest additions, the state's case-
load increased to 65,86,280, while death toll rose
to 1,39,705, he said. The State has been report-
ing an upward trend in new cases since Monday.
There were 1,736 Covid-19cases on Monday,
which increased to 2,069 on Tuesday, while
Wednesday saw 2,219 fresh infections. However,
fresh deaths reported a drop from 49 on
Wednesday to 35 in the last 24 hours. The offi-
cial said 2,343 patients were discharged from
hospitals in the last 24 hours, pushing the count
of recovered cases to 64,13,418. Maharashtra
now has 29,560 coronavirus patients under treat-
ment. The state has 2,26,249 people in home
quarantine and another 1,070 in institutional
quarantine, he said. 

The official said Maharashtra's Covid-19
recovery rate stands at 97.38 per cent, while the
fatality rate is 2.12 per cent. The cumulative
number of coronavirus tests conducted in the
state climbed to 6,06,83,524 after 1,36,952
samples were examined in the last 24 hours, he
said. Among districts, Mumbai reported the

highest new infections at 558 besides five
deaths, taking the state capital's cumulative infec-
tion figure to 7,50,494 and the toll to 16,172, he
said. 

Among the eight regions of Maharashtra, the
Mumbai region reported the highest 998 new
Covid-19 cases, followed by 689 from the Pune
region. The Nashik region reported 429 new
cases, Kolhapur 153, Latur 64, Aurangabad 36,
Nagpur 12 and the Akola region three, he said.
According to the official, among the 35 fresh
fatalities, the highest 10 were reported from the
Mumbai region, followed by seven each from
Pune and Nashik regions.                       PTI
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Mumbai: Against the backdrop of various raids con-
ducted by the NCB, including on some high-profile
people, Maharashtra minister and NCP spokesperson
Nawab Malik on Thursday alleged that the anti-drugs
agency has "malafide intentions" and is involved in
"selective leaks" to frame people.

Addressing a press conference, Mr Malik also said
that his son-in-law Sameer Khan, who was recently
granted bail in a drugs case after nine months, will
move the high court to seek quashing of charges lev-
elled against him by the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB).

However, when contacted for response on alle-
gations levelled by Malik, NCB's Mumbai zonal direc-
tor Sameer Wankhede told PTI that the case is before
a court.

"We respect the court and we don't talk about the
matter which is sub-judice," Mr Wankhede said.

Aryan Khan was arrested by the NCB in January
this year in an alleged drug case. He got bail last month.

Apart from the recent drugs bust onboard a cruise
liner off the Mumbai coast, that led to the arrest of
Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan's son Aryan
Khan, Wankhede last year investigated a drug case
linked to the death of actor Sushant Singh Rajput and
several other matters related to narcotics involving
high-profile people.

Mr Malik last week alleged that the NCB's raid
on the cruise ship off the Mumbai coast on October
2 was "fake", and no narcotic drugs were found dur-
ing it.

Anti-Drugs Agency Making 'Selective Leaks' To
Frame People: NCP's Nawab Malik

Nawab Malik also claimed his family faced trau-
ma and stigma due to the NCB. PTI
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Two Indian soldiers including a Junior
Commissioned Officer (JCO) received

critical injuries in a second major strike
in the last four days by the heavily armed
terrorists in the general area of Nar Khas
forest in Mendhar sub division of Poonch
late Thursday evening. Five Indian soldiers
were martyred in the Dera ki Gali area of
Surankote on October 11.

Following heavy exchange of firing in
the area the vehicular movement on the
Rajouri-Poonch National Highway has
been halted to prevent any loss of life and
injury to commuters.  Defence PRO Lt-
Col Devender Anand in a statement said,
"In an ongoing Counter Terrorist opera-
tion in the general area Nar Khas Forest,
Mendhar Sub Division, District Poonch
there has been exchange of fire between
army troops and terrorists during evening
hours on  Thursday. During the ensuing
exchange of fire one JCO and one soldier
have been critically injured. The opera-
tions are under progress".

It is believed a heavily armed group
of terrorists are well entrenched in the
thickly forested belt and targeting the
patrol parties to inflict injuries. On the
other hand, the Army jawans have been
combing the area without knowing the
exact location of the hiding terrorists.  It
is also learnt, "the terrorists have been sur-
viving inside the forest belt on the basis
of support extended to them by a hand-
ful of over ground workers and local
guides working with the terrorist outfits
in the forward area of Poonch".  
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Xiao Ping. But how far would
it have gone had the American
gates for its goods not opened
up? China’s goods are not
products of its own technolo-
gy, but the result of very diligent
copying, politely called ‘reverse
engineering’. The cheap cost of
Chinese goods can be attrib-
uted to virtually free grants of
land and throwaway interest
rates for term loans to local
entrepreneurs and of course,
low wages to its workers, at least
in the early phase of China’s
meteoric rise.

This is in contrast to Japan’s
manufactures — automobiles,
electronic goods, computers,
watches, et al. These are not
only original but also largely
unsurpassed by other countries.
Militarily too, unlike Japan,
China does not have a sufficient
tradition. Strangely, the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA; China’s
armed forces) belongs to the
Communist Party of China
and not to the country.
Moreover, China’s armed forces
are not made up of volunteers
but mostly conscripts. It is one
thing for anyone to be prepared
to give his life for his country;
it is difficult to fight with the
same spirit for a political party,
which can rise and fall, like the
Congress in India, for instance.
Else, there can be factional

feuds too within a party, which
partly explains a vast number
of Chinese soldiers losing their
lives in most skirmishes and
small battles they have been
involved in, over the last few
decades. Also, more crucially,
the Chinese armed forces have
not been involved in fighting
since 1979 when they invaded
Vietnam, a war where the yel-
low giant took a beating.

Battle experience is more
important than training, in
order to be a soldier. A battle
hardened soldier is far more
dependable than a well-trained
recruit. Anyone who has not
faced bullets is unpredictable in
a combat situation, as to how
he would react when the shoot-
ing begins. Today’s PLA may
not have a single soldier who
has faced actual combat.

In the meantime, the
aggressive behaviour displayed
by China’s political leadership
has antagonised many coun-
tries. North Korea and Pakistan
apart, it is difficult to think of
a Chinese ally. While North
Korea’s army is large and
marches excellently in military
parades, it has not felt a bullet
since 1953, which is 68 years
hence. In contrast, the Indian
army was originally founded by
the British, who were amongst
the best trained armed forces

other than the German ones.
The country has fought five
wars, as well as continual insur-
gencies in eastern India and
Kashmir.

China is presumably mil-
itarily as mighty as most peo-
ple worry. Taiwan is a major
issue with the current leader-
ship in Beijing. The South
China Sea is another flash-
point. The Himalayas in India’s
north are potentially the third
one. There are Japan and
Taiwan, which for their size
have excellent air forces. There
is Australia further south. All
that is necessary is for the USA
to open its treasury of
advanced weaponry. The rest
of the allies are strong enough
to halt the yellow giant from
going any farther, if not actu-
ally force it to take a few steps
back in its aggressiveness.

This is also imperative
because China’s much-hyped
rise has already happened. In
other words, China is no longer
rising but has risen. The win-
dow of opportunity to grab
global hegemony is closing.
And that makes the situation
as dangerous as it was in 1914. 

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a for-
mer Member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed are
personal.)
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Sir — As the matter stands, we are mak-
ing a pertinent move to get rid of the
COVID-19 pandemic as the number of
deaths and the number of cases are reduc-
ing day by day. We are taking resolute
actions to reduce the caseload and the
people's cooperation is needed in this
direction. As the COVID-19 hangs over
the Dussehra celebrations, we must not
fall prey to the eyeing ‘rakshasa’ in the
form of the virus. Celebrations are a nec-
essary part of social living as they spread
an ethos of joy and togetherness. However,
reckless celebrations can lead to conse-
quences that we would not want.

We are all waiting for the D-Day with
baited breath when the nation will
announce the clearance of the outbreak.
The Genie will be out of the bottle and
Coronavirus will take its place. Once bot-
tled, it will be thrown deep into the sea
never to be found again. Until then, we
must celebrate the triumph of good over
evil in a safe and planned way.

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Coimbatore
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Sir — Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s
claim that Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
submitted mercy petitions to the British
at Mahatma Gandhi’s behest is not cor-
roborated by historical facts. It was a vain
attempt at whitewashing Savarkar’s rep-
utation as part of the project to rewrite his-
tory to present Hindu Right’s past in a
good light. Rajnath Singh’s claim was a
distortion of facts; it is demolished by the
fact that the mercy petitions submitted by
Savarkar in 1911 and 1913 preceded
Mahatma Gandhi’s return from South
Africa and his joining the freedom move-
ment in 1915. The mercy petitions pre-
dated Mahatma Gandhi’s article. 

The words in his petitions were not
worthy of being called a freedom fight-
er. He pledged loyalty to the British crown
and appealed to its ‘manifold beneficence’
to secure his release from the Andaman
Cellular Jail. It cannot be helped if the
Hindutva brigade suffers from a sense of
inferiority due to its non-participation in

the freedom struggle and worse, its col-
laboration with the British colonials in
India. At this rate, the BJP may soon pro-
ject and celebrate Savarkar as India’s fore-
most freedom fighter, relegating the true
freedom fighters who refused to cower
before the might of the British Empire.

G David Milton | Maruthancode
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Sir — Outlandishly, India's contiguous
neighbour China’s expansionist shenani-
gans are far from over with as many as 13
rounds of military talks between the two
sides coming to naught. Ironically, China
comes to the table every time with new
conditions for de-escalation on Ladakh
borders. As If this was not enough,
Beijing, in a bid to dishearten Indian del-
egations for the confabulations on Sunday,
has also taken an irrational exception to
a visit by India's Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu to Arunachal Pradesh on
Wednesday. 

In a reaction, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
has also read the Chinese side the Riot
Act, asserting that Arunachal Pradesh is
an integral and inalienable part of India
and, hence, Indian leaders keep visiting
the State at will or when an occasion
demands. He further reminded that the
unilateral attempts by the Chinese side
to alter the status quo on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the Western side
of India-China border against the bilat-
eral agreements, are responsible for the
ongoing imbroglio. Ironically, in a 'pot
calling the kettle black' scenario, the
Western Command of China's People's
Liberation Army's (PLA) has blamed that
India insisted on 'unreasonable and
unrealistic demands to add difficulties to
the negotiations'.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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It is true that Xi Jinping’s
China is by now sufficiently
worked up, for whatever rea-
sons. It also is increasingly

apparent that China has to be
stopped in its tracks, if the world
is not to plunge into a devastating
war. Had Europe, Britain and
France in particular, done likewise
in 1936, WWII would have prob-
ably been averted.
Notwithstanding Germany being
bound by the Treaty of Versailles
in 1919, forced to downsize its mil-
itary and remain peaceful, its
Fuhrer Adolf Hitler ordered his
troops to seize the demilitarised
Rhineland — formerly German
territory — in 1936, in complete
violation of the Treaty. No
European power did or even said
anything. Germany’s generals,
who were then reluctant to precip-
itate another armed conflict, began
having faith in their Fuhrer’s sup-
posed strategic calibre.

In 1938, just two years after
Rhineland, Britain’s Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain
and France’s PM Edouard
Daladier promptly accepted
Hitler’s invitation to a conference
in Munich to settle the
Sudetenland issue. This
Czechoslovakian province was
substantially German-speaking.
The Fuhrer wanted it for the
greater glory of his fatherland. The
visiting leaders promptly con-
ceded this demand without so
much as even consulting the
Czechoslovaks. Chamberlain pub-
licly eulogised the success of this
conference as having achieved
“peace in our time”. This conclu-
sively convinced the Germans
that their Fuhrer knew what he
was doing.

The inevitable happened
thereafter. Austria was the next to
be gobbled, as part of greater
Germany, without a shot. In
September next year, Poland was
overrun in less than six weeks,
with France capitulating in a sim-
ilar duration in 1940. Had the
French and British resisted Nazi
Germany, which was militarily less
prepared in 1936, Hitler would
possibly have lost power or stayed
away from such military adven-
tures.

China is much better pre-
pared, economically and militar-
ily. It has progressed leaps and
bounds, particularly after Deng
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With the Government of India
opening up ‘Space’, the private
sector is all set for their time
under the sun. For over five

decades, ISRO has been the mainstay for
all space related activities under the
Department of Space (DOS) which is
directly overseen by the Prime Minister. It
has to its credit various successful missions
from being the world first space agency to
find water on the moon to having the
world’s largest constellation of remote-sens-
ing satellites and two satellite navigation sys-
tems namely, GAGAN and NAVIC.

Currently the Indian Space industry
accounts for a mere $7 billion in the ris-
ing $360-billion global space market.
Despite its huge and undisputed achieve-
ments, ISRO, by its own admission, has
been falling short in meeting the ever-
increasing demands for space-based appli-
cations and services within India.  Almost
every sector starting from agriculture, fish-
ing, transport, weather department, oil and
gas, and urban development are dependent
on space and satellite technologies for their
businesses.

The move to open India’s space pro-
grammes to private players is a break-
through act and the world is watching keen-
ly to see how feasible it will be for them to
come in with their facilities and services and
set up shop here. The private industry,
which was unable to compete due to their
limited roles earlier, can now participate in
the entire gamut of space activitiesnot just
as a vendor but as partners. ISRO infra-
structure, scientific and technical resources,
and even data for space programmes are
accessible to the private industry. The
Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorization Cente (IN-SPACe) is set to
act as a facilitator and a regulator; it will
be an interface between ISRO and private
players to facilitate the best use of resources.

The space start-up segment in India
looks vibrant and is doing extraordinary
work in upstream, in-orbit and down-
stream segments. A multitude of private
players and young start-ups encouraged
with new age investors having a better risk
appetite and patience for projects with long
gestation period, are setting up ventures
from launch facilities, satellite thrusters,
mm Wave and optical communication
Links, Satellite manufacturing, earth obser-
vation applications, Space Situational
Awareness (SSA), Collision detection,
Debris mitigation and de-orbiting et cetera.

The entry of large organisations has
enabled start-ups and MSMEs to play a crit-
ical role in the value chain. Currently, there
are around 500 firms directly and indirect-
ly engaged with space technologies and a
score of start-ups are engaged with the
Government. 

As a nation India has immense entre-
preneurial spirit which has never been
more pronounced than the recent difficult
times of pandemic and with youngest sets
of founders creating disruptive technolo-
gy and business models in the field of
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The climate change nego-
tiations are held period-
ically under the banner

of United Nations Forum for
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC) among par-
ticipating countries through
Conferences of Parties (CoP).
The next CoP is the 26th and
scheduled to be held in
Glasgow in November. Former
British Cabinet Minister Alok
Sharma, chairperson for CoP
26, has exhorted the countries
to agree for ambitious emission
reduction targets that will lead
to net zero emission by 2050.
He had red-flagged the sixth
report of Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPC) report published in
2021. World leaders will arrive
in Glasgow like a jamboree and
with several thousand negotia-
tors, Government and business

representatives in tow for
twelve days of talks.

One of the important fea-
tures of this year’s CoP will be
taking stock of the Nationally
Determined Contributions of
the countries they were asked
to bring after five years since
the Paris agreement. One of
the issues will be to see how the
countries are going to fare in
controlling the rise in atmos-
pheric temperature to 1.5
degree Celsius. The partici-
pants in CoP 26 will have to
agree to step-up phasing out
coal, curtail deforestation,
speed up the switch to electric
vehicles and encourage invest-
ment in renewables. Apart
from mobilising finances for
climate change adaptations, it
will be necessary to build
warning systems and resilient
infrastructure and agriculture

to avoid loss of homes, liveli-
hoods and even lives.

The sixth report of IPC
indicates longer term changes
in the Earth’s climate. The
report clearly proves that dur-
ing 2015 to 2021 each subse-
quent year has been hotter
than the previous one and
2021 is proving to be the sixth
hottest year ever recorded.
The report states that global
warming has constantly
increased during the previous
four decades compared to the
80 years before. The report
vividly describes the human
activities responsible for this

rise in temperature and conse-
quent climatic vagaries being
notices every year with
increasing intensity resulting in
acute hardship to the poor and
disadvantaged sections of the
world population.

It would be interesting to
quote the sixth assessment
report of the IPC for larger
public demonstration and
stern warning to the policy
makers. It says: “Observed
changes in the atmosphere,
oceans, cryosphere and bios-
phere provide unequivocal
evidence of a world that has
warmed. Over the past sever-
al decades, key indicators of
the climate system are
increasingly at levels unseen
in centuries to millennia, and
are changing at rates unprece-
dented in at least the last
2,000 years.”

Specifically, global mean
surface temperature has
increased by 1.09 C between
the pre-industrial baseline
period 1850-1900 and the
most recent decade of 2011-
20. This was more likely than
not the warmest in roughly
125,000 years. Similarly, the
rainfall pattern will change to
extremities in volume and
intensity resulting in excessive
rainfall within few days and
then prolong draughts in all
over the world. As for sea ice,
between the decades of 1979-
88 and 2010-19, the average
monthly August-October
Arctic sea ice area shrunk by
around one quarter with a loss
of around two million square
kilometres of ice.

In a nutshell, this assess-
ment of IPC is a grim
reminder for the world lead-

ers to have a time-bound
action plan for the next five to
10 years to achieve the targets
set by the Paris agreement for
2030. In this regard, the
United States after returning
to the negotiating table, must
shoulder the responsibility to
lead the developed world.

The negotiators must
draw lessons from ‘Carbix’ a
company co-founded by an
Indian, Vinit Dighe, and J.
Sammy in Quincy,
Massachusetts, USA. They
develop reactors to harness
carbon dioxide from emission
streams generated by waste to
energy plants, geo-thermal
plants, water desalination and
natural gas plants. They tar-
get cement manufacturing
which alone contribute to
eight percent carbon emis-
sion. They use the emissions

to produce minerals like cal-
cium carbonate and lime-
stone while at the same time
remaining carbon negative. 

It is like catching the
emissions and converting
them into valuable minerals.
There is a huge scope for a
permanent carbon seques-
tration market. It would be
appropriate if Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav
invites the Indian innovator
who is breaking new ground
on climate change mitiga-
tion to have a tie-up with
Indian industries to pro-
duce minerals out of emis-
sions. India could then be a
world leader not only in cli-
mate change innovation but
also effectively control pol-
lutants and use pollution as
a raw material for mineral
production. 
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micro-satellites, advanced rocket
propulsion, launch vehicles, AI,
Robotics, deep intelligence, etc., this
segment is ready to find its wings
given the right conditions. However,
despite having 60 years of experi-
ence and expertise in space missions
and satellite communications, India
lacks on many fronts.

The start-ups lack resources and
technology to handle independent
space programmes. And even
though the private sector firms can
now use ISRO’s infrastructure and
resources, there is no clarity on the
processes involved, the time frame
for the sanctions and permissions
etc. An easier facilitation center to
deal and help the Start-ups in a time
bound manner will go a long way
in helping in this.

Lack of enabling policies makes
the start-ups move to other geogra-
phies to set shop -- regulatory and
financial barriers create uncertain-
ty for young businesses which is
detrimental in this large-invest-
ment and slow ROI segment. These
barriers force the young entrepre-
neurs to look for environment that
offers easier prospects. 

Access to satellite spectrum is a
basic issue across the industry and
is a critical to the success of this seg-
ment. Presently there is no clarity on
the availability of satcom spec-
trum. Without policy level certain-
ty on spectrum allocation the young
start-ups will find it very difficult to
conduct routine telemetry, telecom-
mand and payload data opera-
tions. 

There are three distinct autho-
risations/licenses that are required,
viz., GMPCS, VSAT, INSAT MSS
and the license categories under the
Universal Licensing do notoffer
any clarity for satellite services for
the business in the upstream and

downstream sectors. It is time for
India to consider start-up-friendly
licensing regime like the short-term
experimental licensing by ISRO
for their tie ups with the Universities
for their Satellite Missions. 

The Department of Space’s cur-
rent combined role as licensor, mar-
ket regulator and satellite operator,
is causing a conflict of interest with
private satellite builders and satcom
service providers. Further there is
DOT, DOS, WPC, INSPACE, and
NSIL creating multiple layers per-
missions and asks, hampering the
ease of doing business scenario for
the sector. A clear delineation of
functions is necessary for the com-
mercial units to not seek places else-
where to start their entity. 

The new rules allow foreign
companies to set-up facilities in
India and enables 100 per cent FDI
in the space sector which is a pos-
itive move and could give rise to sev-
eral joint ventures. This paves the
way for collaborative development
of satellites, huge investment, job
creation leading to enhanced GDP
growth. 

Currently, too many layers of
taxes at various levels including GST,
revenue share, multiple DOT, DOS
charges and withholding tax, etc.,
has led to almost one third of the
entrepreneurs actively looking at
relocating out of India to reduce
compliance and tax burdens.
Countries like Singapore, Hong
Kong and Malaysia offer a far more
structured and rationalised tax
structure than India and it makes
more business sense for the entre-
preneurs to shift base there.

There are several accelerator
programmes run by the
Government to promote the start-
up ecosystem. India is the third
largest start-up ecosystem in the

world after the US and China and
this is one more chance for the seg-
ment to grab their chance at suc-
ceeding. 

There are challenges ahead,
there is no doubt. India has 140
incubators and accelerators com-
pared to China and the US which
have over 2,400 and 1,500 incuba-
tors and accelerators, respectively.
There is an urgent need to simpli-
fy regulation around registrations,
bankruptcy laws, grants, invest-
ments etc to get entrepreneurs back
into the system.

ISRO and the Government have
a crucial role to play in resolving the
policy gaps and loopholes by assur-
ing the star-tups and private sector
of a lucrative market for their prod-
ucts and services. A large-scale
market opportunity awaits the pri-
vate players in the upstream sector
to engage in the manufacturing
design and development of high-
tech spacecrafts and in proliferation
of the satcom applications in down-
stream sector. Regulators and rele-
vant authorities need to work close-
ly with emerging start-ups to bring
about much needed reforms and
incentives that allow industry to
operate locally for the country to
benefit from their success.  

Space is a global phenomenon
and India must not allow itself to
miss the opportunity to be at the top
of this frontier. Policies must be har-
monised with the global best prac-
tices. Developments and standards
need to be on par with the rest of
the world. 

The industryhas the where-
withal to grow and contribute sig-
nificantly both in terms of techno-
logical development and GDP
growth, thus becoming a true part-
ner to the Government on India’s
journey towards space and beyond.
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China is preparing to send
three astronauts to live on

its space station for six months
— a new milestone for a pro-
gram that has advanced rapid-
ly in recent years.

It will be China's longest-
ever crewed space mission and
set a record for the most time
spent in space by Chinese
astronauts. The Shenzhou-13
spaceship is expected to be
launched into space on a Long
March-2F rocket early Saturday
morning from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Center on the
edge of the Gobi Desert in
northwestern China.

The first crew who served
a 90-day mission aboard the
main Tianhe core module of
the space station returned in
mid-September.

The new crew has two vet-

erans of space travel. Pilot Zhai
Zhigang, 55, performed China's
first spacewalk. Wang Yaping,
41 and the only woman on the
mission, carried out experi-
ments and led a science class in
real-time while traveling on one
of China''s earlier experimental
space stations. Ye Guangfu, 41,
will be traveling into space for
the first time.

The mission is expected to
continue the work of the initial
crew, who conducted two
spacewalks, deployed a 10-
meter (33-foot) mechanical
arm, and held a video call with
Chinese leader Xi Jinping.

China Manned Space
Agency Deputy Director Lin
Xiqiang said the rocket was
fueled and ready to fly. “All sys-
tems conducting the Shenzhou-
13 mission have undergone a
comprehensive rehearsal. The
flight crew is in good condition
and our pre-launch prepara-
tions are in order," Lin said at
a Thursday briefing.

The crew''s scheduled
activities include up to three
spacewalks to install equipment
in preparation for expanding
the station, verifying living
conditions in the module and
conducting experiments in
space medicine and other areas,
Lin said.

Washington: Crucial UN cli-
mate talks next month likely will
end short of the global target for
cutting coal, gas and oil emis-
sions, US climate envoy John
Kerry says, after nearly a year of
climate diplomacy that helped
win deeper cuts from allies but
has so far failed to move some
of the world''s biggest polluters
to act fast enough.

In an interview with The
Associated Press, Kerry cred-
ited the United States, the
European Union, Japan and
others that over the past year
have pledged bigger, faster cuts
in climate-wrecking fossil fuel
emissions ahead of the talks in
Glasgow, Scotland, under
nudging from Kerry and the
Biden administration.

He expressed hope enough
nations would join in over the
next couple of years. "By the time
Glasgow''s over, we''re going to
know who is doing their fair
share, and who isn''t,” he said.

Kerry also spoke of the
impact if the US Congress —
under a slim Democratic
majority — fails to pass legis-
lation for significant action on
climate by the United States
itself, as the Biden administra-
tion aims to regain leadership
on climate action.

"It would be like President
Trump pulling out of the Paris
agreement, again,” Kerry said.

Kerry spoke to the AP on
Wednesday in a conference
room down the hall from his
office at the State Department,
its upper corridors still eerily
shy of people in the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Kerry''s comments came
after nine months of intensive cli-
mate diplomacy by plane, phone
and computer screen aimed at
nailing down the most global
commitments of action on cli-
mate possible ahead of the UN
climate summit, which opens
October 31 in Scotland. AP

The Hague: Armenia accused
neighbouring Azerbaijan of
systematically promoting eth-
nic hatred against Armenia
citizens, as the two nations that
fought a six-week war last year
faced off at a UN court on
Thursday.

Armenian representative
Yeghishe Kirakosyan made the
accusation as a hearing opened
at the International Court of
Justice into a request by Armenia
for judges to impose urgent
interim measures to prevent
Azerbaijan breaching an inter-
national convention to stamp
out ethnic discrimination.

The case stems from long-
standing enmity that boiled
over into last year''s war over
the disputed region of
Nagorno-Karabakh that left
more than 6,600 people dead.
The region is within Azerbaijan
but had been under the control
of ethnic Armenian forces
backed by Armenia since the
end of a separatist war in 1994.

Kirakosyan said Armenia

wasn''t asking the court to rule
on the root causes of the war,
but "seeks to prevent and rem-
edy the cycle of violence and
hatred perpetrated against eth-
nic Armenians."

Lawyers representing
Azerbaijan were scheduled to
address the court later
Thursday.

Azerbaijan also has filed a
similar case alleging discrimi-
nation against its citizens by
Armenia and also has request-
ed the world court to impose
interim measures. Hearings in
the Azerbaijan case are sched-
uled to start next Monday.
Rulings on both requests will
likely be issued in coming
weeks.

Both nations'' cases alleg-
ing breaches of the
International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination will like-
ly take years to reach their con-
clusion at the Hague-based
court.

Last year''s conflict ended

when Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan
signed a Russia-brokered cease-
fire agreement that granted
Azerbaijan control over parts of
Nagorno-Karabakh as well as
adjacent territories occupied by
Armenians.

Armenia says more than
3,700 Armenians and
Nagorno-Karabakh residents
died in the war. Azerbaijan said
it lost 2,900 people.

Kirakosyan told the court
that despite the deal that ended
last year''s conflict, “Azerbaijan
continues to espouse and
actively promote ethnic hatred
against Armenians."

He said that Azerbaijan
has “captured, tortured, and
arbitrarily detained numerous
members of Armenian armed
forces and civilians of ethnic
Armenian origin” and “con-
tinues to destroy Armenian
cultural heritage and religious
sites or negate the Armenian
character, and the territory''s
economic controls." AP

Washington:The United States
and Israel said on Wednesday
they are exploring a “Plan B”
for dealing with Iran if the
Islamic Republic does not
return in good faith to negoti-
ations to salvage the languish-
ing landmark 2015 nuclear
deal.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Israeli Foreign
Minister Yair Lapid said dis-
cussions between their two
countries have begun on “other
options” should Iran reject an
offer to come back into com-
pliance with the agreement if
the U.S. rejoins it.

They did not elaborate on
what those options might be,
but there are a wide range of
non-diplomatic options that
could be considered, ranging
from stepped up sanctions to
covert or military actions. A
Biden administration priority
has been to revive the deal and
abandoning that goal would be
a blow to its foreign policy
objectives.

The remarks were a rare
acknowledgment by the U.S.
that it is looking at what to do
in the event diplomacy with
Iran fails. Israel has never been

a party to the nuclear deal,
which former President
Donald Trump withdrew from
in 2018, and its former Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
was a vocal opponent of the
agreement negotiated by the
Obama administration.

Blinken and Lapid made
the remarks at a joint news
conference at the State
Department with the foreign
minister of the United Arab
Emirates at which all three
agreed to try to expand on the
so-called “Abraham Accords,”
the Trump-era agreements that
normalized relations between
Israel and the UAE and other
Arab States. Their comments
came as Iran has hinted it''s
ready to return to indirect
negotiations with the U.S. in
Vienna but has not committed
to a date. Iran has also contin-
ued to blow through limits on
it nuclear activities that had
been constrained by the deal.

Blinken reiterated that the
window for Iran to return to
the agreement is closing but
again declined to give a date at
which it would be too late.
“Time is running short," he
said. 

Beijing: China's Foreign
Ministry on Thursday warned
against what it called possible
“political manipulation” of a
renewed probe by the World
Health Organization into the
origins of the coronavirus,
while saying it would support
the international body's efforts.

The WHO on Wednesday
released a proposed list of 25
experts to advise it on next
steps in the search for the

virus's origins after its earlier
efforts were attacked for going
too easy on China, where the
first human cases were detect-
ed in late 2019.

Beijing was accused of
withholding raw data on early
cases during a visit by a WHO
team in February and has since
resisted calls for further inves-
tigation, saying the US and oth-
ers were politicising the matter.

Foreign Ministry spoksper-

son Zhao Lijian said China
would “continue to support
and participate in global sci-
entific tracing and firmly
oppose any forms of political
manipulation.”

“We hope that all parties
concerned, including the
WHO secretariat and the advi-
sory group, will effectively
uphold an objective and
responsible scientific attitude,"
Zhao told reporters at a daily

briefing.
The experts proposed by

the UN health agency include
some who were on the original
team that went to the central
Chinese city of Wuhan to
investigate the origins of
Covid-19.

The findings of the origi-
nal WHO-led team were
inconclusive, and the experts
released a report concluding it
was “extremely unlikely” that

the coronavirus leaked from a
Wuhan lab, prompting criti-
cism from outside scientists
that the theory had not been
properly vetted. WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus later
acknowledged it had been “pre-
mature” to dismiss the lab the-
ory.

Beijing has repeatedly
questioned whether the virus
did indeed originate in China,

and has called for investigations
into US military laboratories
without providing any solid
evidence.

China has largely stamped
out cases of local transmission
of Covid-19 infections through
mask wearing, quarantining
and electronic case tracing,
along with sometimes dracon-
ian measures including lock-
downs and mandatory mass
testing. AP
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Beijing: China on Thursday
sent its first solar exploration
satellite into space from the
Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center
in northern Shanxi Province.

The satellite was launched
aboard a Long March-2D rock-
et and entered its planned orbit
successfully.

Ten small satellites includ-
ing an orbital atmospheric
density detection experimental
satellite and a commercial
meteorological detection con-
stellation experimental satellite
were also sent into space using
the same carrier rocket, state-
run Xinhua news agency
reported. It was the 391st flight
mission of the Long March car-
rier rocket series. PTI

��� �
!�- #���

���
*����
�+!��
�).!+����+ 
����!!���

�������	
�
���	�$� 
��
�����
��������&	�

��	
	$�7�������8	


Colombo: The Sri Lankan
Navy has arrested 23 Indian
fishermen and seized two
trawlers for allegedly poaching
in the country’s territorial
waters, an official statement
said on Thursday.

The Navy arrested the fish-
ermen off the coast of
Vettilaikeni in the northern
province’s point Pedro area.

“Taking into account the
impact of foreign fishermen
poaching in Sri Lankan waters
on the local fishing communi-
ty and the sustainability of
fishery resources of Sri Lanka,
the Navy is conducting regular
patrols as well as operations to
curb illegal fishing activities in
island waters," the Navy said in
a statement.

The operation also led to
the seizure of fishing gear from
those vessels, used for illegal
fishing practise known as ‘bot-
tom trawling’, and a stock of
fish caught by the same fishing
method. In March, the Navy
seized five fishing vessels and
54 Indian nationals for poach-
ing in Sri Lankan waters. The
Navy said, due to the Covid, the
seizure of foreign fishing ves-
sels became limited and the
arrestees were repatriated. PTI
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Beirut: Lebanon's interior minister says five people have been
killed in armed clashes in Beirut that erupted Thursday during
protests against the lead investigator into last year's massive blast
at the city's port.

Bassam Mawlawi told reporters Thursday that many of those
injured were shot by snipers from buildings. He called the events,
“a very dangerous sign.” The protest was organized by the mil-
itant Shiite group Hezbollah and its ally, the Shiite Amal
Movement.  AP
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Damascus: Syria's defense
ministry said on Thursday that
one of its soldiers has been
killed and three injured in an
overnight Israeli airstrike on a
telecommunication tower in
the central province of Homs.

A military official said the
strike shortly before midnight
in the Palmyra region hit the
tower and some posts around
it. The official did not identify
the targets further. Syrian air
defenses were activated to
respond to the incoming mis-
siles, which the defense min-
istry said originated from the
Tanf region in southeast Syria.

In a rare acknowledge-
ment their bases had been
struck, Iran-backed groups in
Syria vowed retaliation. The

groups said they will “have a
harsh response” to the Israeli
strikes in Palmyra.

The groups also blamed
the United States for the strikes,
which originated from Tanf,
where the U.S. has a small out-
post in the area that straddles
the Baghdad-Damascus high-
way.

The groups said the strikes
hit service and youth centers,
causing a number of causalities,
between dead and wounded.

AP
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Petrol and diesel prices rose
again on Thursday after a

two-day break, taking its retail
rates to record high levels
across the country.

Accordingly, in the nation-
al capital, petrol and diesel
prices increased by 35 paise per
litre to � 104.79 per litre and 
� 93.53 per litre respectively.

In India's financial capital,
Mumbai, petrol became costlier
by 34 paise per litre to 
�110.75 a litre on Thursday, the
highest across all the four
metro cities. Diesel also costs
Rs 101.40 for one litre in
Mumbai.

The price increase on

Thursday has come after fuel
prices remained static for the
past couple of days.

Diesel prices have now
increased 16 out of the last 20
days taking up its retail price by
Rs 4.90 per litre in Delhi. The
price of diesel has increased
between 20-30 paise per litre so
far, but, since Wednesday last
week it has been increasing by
35 paise per litre.

With diesel prices rising
sharply, the fuel is now avail-
able at over Rs 100 a litre in sev-
eral parts of the country. This
dubious distinction was earli-
er available to petrol that had
crossed Rs 100 a litre-mark
across the country a few
months earlier.

Petrol prices had main-
tained stability since September
5 but oil companies finally
raised the pump prices last
week and this week given a
spurt in the product prices late-
ly. Petrol prices have also risen
on 13 of the previous 16 days
taking up the pump price by Rs
3.60 per litre.

OMCs had preferred to
maintain their watch prices
on global oil situation before
making any revision in prices.
This is the reason why petrol
prices were not revised for
the last three weeks. But
extreme volatility in global oil
price movement has now
pushed OMCs to effect the
increase.

Mumbai: Over the next three
to six months, auto loan delin-
quency rates will stay elevated,
though broadly stable from
current levels, Moody's
Investors Service said in its
comment on auto loans.

Indian auto loan asset
backed securities (ABS) delin-
quency rates have improved
alongside the easing of coron-
avirus restrictions over recent
months, but remain elevated.

Delinquency rates will sta-
bilise at high levels as coron-

avirus restrictions ease,
Moody's said, citing that Indian
auto ABS delinquency and col-
lection rates improved in June
and July as economic activity
picked up after coronavirus
restrictions eased.

"While economic condi-
tions have improved, this year's
virus outbreak has eroded bor-
rowers' financial reserves. Over
the next three to six months, we
expect delinquency rates will
stay elevated at around current
levels as many borrowers con-
tinue to deal with the pan-
demic's economic after effects,"
the ratings agency said.

"The Indian auto ABS we
rate benefit from non-amor-
tizing cash reserves and sub-

stantial excess spread," Moody's
said, adding that these features
mitigate risks from elevated
delinquency rates for Indian
auto ABS, because they provide
deals with liquidity and buffers
against losses.

Auto ABS performance
improved because the pickup
in economic activity over
recent months raised demand
and rates for goods trans-
portation. Improving condi-
tions for goods transportation
are positive for the Indian
auto ABS sector, because deals
mostly securitise loans to com-
mercial vehicle operators who
earn income by moving
freight.

IANS 

Mumbai:In the ongoing Zee-
Invesco tussle, the company's
Managing Director and CEO
Punit Goenka has now broken
his silence charging the com-
pany's largest shareholder with
hiding facts that prevented it
from bringing facts about a
merger proposal earlier.

"...on a personal note, I
have some questions as well.
Why didn't Invesco make its
plans public earlier? Does good
corporate governance only
apply to corporates and not
their institutional investors?"
Goenka asked in a statement
issued by his office.

The statement talks about
a merger proposal brought for-

ward by Invesco in February
involving Reliance Industries,
which was rejected by him as
it would have resulted in loss of
shareholder value to the tune of
Rs 10,000 crore.

"During my briefing to the
Board, I emphasised on the
points pertaining to the pro-
posal from Invesco. My atten-
tion was on the imbalance
observed in the valuation and
how it was not in the best inter-
est of our shareholders. The
only reason I did not agree to
the proposal was because the
shareholder value was getting
compromised," Goenka said
in his statement.

IANS
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Members of the influential
US India Business Council

in their meeting with Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman Wednesday praised
India's reform trajectory and
exuded confidence in the grow-
ing Indian economy.

“We praised her reform
trajectory and discussed new
opportunities to strengthen
commercial ties between the US
and India,” USIBC said after
they along with CII hosted the
visiting finance minister for an
interactive session.

New Delhi: The wholesale price-
based inflation eased to a six-
month low of 10.66 per cent in
September, helped by moderat-
ing food prices even as crude
petroleum witnessed a spike.

“The high rate of inflation
in September 2021 is primarily
due to rise in prices of mineral
oils, basic metals, non-food arti-
cles, food products, crude petro-
leum & natural gas, chemicals
and chemical products etc. As
compared to the corresponding
month of the previous year,” the
Commerce and Industry
Ministry said in a statement.
PTI

Ne w Delhi:  NLC India
Limited, A Navratna Company,
Government of India
Enterprise under administra-
tive control of Ministry of Coal
is operating Talabira II&III
OCP (20.00 MTPA capacity) in
Odisha State. 

Talabira II&III OCP has
commenced the coal produc-
tion from FY 2020-21 and
supplying coal to its End Use
plant, NTPL, Tuticorin, T.N.
Further to fulfill the require-
ment of country`s coal supply,
the excess coal quantity after
fulfilling the requirement of
end use plant selling the coal to
open market through E-auc-
tion with due permission from
MOC.
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After slashing the import
duty, the Department of

Food and Public Distribution
has asked all major oil pro-
ducing states to take appropri-
ate and immediate action to
bring down the prices of edible
oils in line with the import duty

reductions. This would also
help in bringing down the
prices of edible oils by �15-20
per kg in the retail markets.
The Department has written to
Rajasthan, Madhya  Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu and Andhra 
Pradesh.

The direction states that
the state government has to
now ensure that full benefit of
duty reduction made by the
Centre is passed on to the con-
sumers in order to provide
immediate relief from the pre-
vailing high prices of edible
oils, especially during the ensu-
ing festival season.

New Delhi: Union Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
and Minister of Housing and
Urban Affairs, Government of
India, Hardeep Singh Puri
was presented the final divi-
dend cheque of �174.23 crore
at the rate of 14.25% for the
year 2020-21, by Kamran
Rizvi, Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs and Chairman
& Managing Director,
HUDCO in the presence of
Shri DS Mishra, Secretary,
MoHUA, M Nagaraj, Director
(Corporate Planning),
HUDCO, D Guhan, Director
(Finance), HUDCO. 

PNS
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Mumbai:Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty raced to fresh
record highs by notching their
sixth straight session of gains on
Thursday as participants cheered
improving macroeconomic data
and positive global cues.

Going past the 61,000-mark
for the first time ever, the BSE
Sensex soared 568.90 points or
0.94 per cent to finish at a new
closing peak of 61,305.95. The
index also marked its fresh
intraday record of 61,353.25
during the day's trade.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
surged 176.80 points or 0.97 per
cent to a new lifetime closing
high of 18,338.55. PTI
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India, a country where con-
ventional cinema has ruled
the entertainment game for

decades, has a negligible, but
growing, interest in documen-
tary films. A fact that most of us
are familiar with, without hav-
ing to turn to surveys or stud-
ies on the same. However, a lot
has changed in the past several
years.

While we are talking about
the shift in consciousness that
has become increasingly visible
and loud, we have to admit that
the pandemic brought matters to
the fore. A month into the
nation-wide lockdown, pollu-
tion levels in cities were down to
bearable levels; with factories not
functioning, and not pumping
waste material into the rivers, the
colour of the water in these
rivers also changed. Such
observable changes led us to
scratch our chins and wonder,
would the environment be bet-
ter off if we were not around?

Roughly a year and a half
post the first lockdown, we have
lowered our masks and we are
back at it. It appears we humans
forget quite easily. However, it is
a stroke of luck that there still are
some individuals among us who
can’t help but remember some-
thing they have realised.

Meet Kunal Khanna, the
founder of the All Living Things
Environmental Film Festival
(ALT EFF), India’s first environ-
mental film festival. Born in
Mumbai, and raised in
Panchgani, Khanna gained his
sense of independence through
an adulthood in Australia. After
returning to his roots in India,
back in 2018, Khanna started
running a permaculture farm
and realising our dependency on
nature, he developed ALT EFF

to become a catalyst for environ-
mental change in India. 

While ALT EFF was
launched virtually in 2020,
against the backdrop of the
pandemic, Khanna reveals that
the film festival was originally
conceptualised as a physical fes-
tival back in 2019, full of expe-
riences, gatherings and a lively
sustainability market. However,
working on the virtual model
was a blessing in disguise as they
were able to engage viewers
from across the world. With 33
films, and over 4,500 viewers, the
maiden ALT EFF criss-crossed
countries, habitats and some
serious issues.

Khanna expresses, “Our
motive at ALT EFF is to bring
forth stories of hope while
inspiring more people to look at
the important issues of our
time. We are trying to create
awareness and through the
awareness generate some change
in the way we lead our lives.”

This time around, their
presence was bound to grow
with 44 films being screened
from October 9-17. Read on for
excerpts from the interview, for
a peek into Khanna’s mind. 

�Was there any single incident
which acted as an epiphany, of
sorts, for you to switch careers
and come back to India?

It was not a moment but
many things over a couple of
years.

I trained as an economist for
my undergraduate studies and
later went on to work at the state
treasury of Victoria. And I could
not help but be concerned by the

way classic economic theory
had us looking at the world.
Essentially, we could be doing a
lot of damage, the way we go
about producing things and
living our life, but as long as a
‘profit’ is being generated, we
dont need to worry about the
rest of the details — and this was
very fundamental in economic
theory. 

I was practising economics
for about three years and I
could not digest that informa-
tion any more because the world
around us was changing and we
could see the environmental
impact, the damage that was
being inflicted upon nature,
unfolding before our very eyes.
That is when I started question-
ing the system we live in and the
economic model upon which
our system is based. At that time
I decided to go and do a master’s
in environment with the inten-
tion of devoting my life to that
subject. During my 13 years in
Australia, I observed the power
of films and how it could cause
change and that is what led to
the India’s first environmental
film festival.

�Is it a bit too late to raise our
voice for the environment?

As per recent studies and
reports, and considering the
way how things are going, one
might feel that things have got-
ten out of hand. However, the
fact that so many of us are work-
ing towards the conservation of
our environment, in varying
capacities, is based on the ide-
ology that it is never too late.
And I believe so because I have

seen up close how if we give
nature a chance to do what it
does best, it won’t take too long
to regain its past glory.

We as humans have created
a solution for every problem that
we have encountered for aeons
and hopefully, this is just anoth-
er such instance, even though it
is a big one, admittedly. The
entire premise of the environ-
mental film festival is to bring
about that hope.

I feel that we, who are in
India, have limited exposure to
what is going on around the
world. Our exposure, in terms of
news and the people that we fol-
low on social media and/or
interact with, is actually very
limited. Which is why we bring
stories from across the globe —
out of 44 films that are being
screened this time around, 31 are
from 31 different countries. 

They really open our eyes to
what all is happening; are you
aware that at this moment there
are waves of numerous individ-
uals who are standing up and
raising their voices to attract our
attention to this serious prob-
lem? We hope to inspire more
and more people with time and
create a tsunami of change.

�What did your role as the
innovations lead city of
Melbourne entail? Did you try
to incorporate some changes
keeping in mind environmen-
tal factors as well?

Yes, of course! My role over
there was to consider innova-
tions and creative ways to ensure
that Melbourne continues to be
one of the most liveable cities in

the world. The role required
me to diversify my skills, and
taught me a lot, as I had to
work on multiple aspects such
as developing interfaces to
make life a little more conve-
nient for the people of the city
and also what we can do to
address environmental issues,
such as introducing green
spaces in the urban areas, or
how we can manage organic
food waste. 

I would work with a very
wide range of ideas and con-
cepts. but my role was to use
the innovations that the peo-
ple of Melbourne had to
offer. Every major city across
the world welcomes innova-
tions that can help its citi-
zens and India too has a lot
of potential in that regard,
with some very capable peo-
ple doing some incredible
work. However, governments
often fail to capitalise on that

Melbourne, which has
been featuring in the top 10
liveable cities in the world
for quite some time now,
takes such steps very serious-
ly. We transformed how we
were managing the waste
systems, while I was the
innovations lead. 

While we are familiar with
the two dustbin system, one for
biodegradable waste and the
other for non-biodegradable
waste, we introduced a third
bin — for food waste. We
turned that into compost, to be
used as organic fertiliser by
people growing their own
food.

We transformed a liability

to a resource. I also remember
open innovation competition,
which I have led in the past,
where we invited new ideas
centred around the concept of
circularity. Essentially, this
means designing ways where
waste is essentially non-exis-
tent, where it is turned into
something useful and this this
system goes round and round.
Our goal was to ensure circu-
larity as a city, while reducing
the environmental footprint.

�Documentary films do not
have many takers in India.
What are your expectations
from the second edition of
ALT EFF?

The reason why documen-
tary films are not given enough
attention is because there aren’t
enough platforms in India.
Lack of funding is another rea-
son. When there are more
film festivals that celebrate
documentaries and lesser-
known stories, it will translate
into more people picking up
this format of filmmaking. 

This year we want to
inspire the youth to cover
environmental topics. It would
be ideal if fictional films would
also highlight this important
aspect, but let’s see how that
goes.

Currently we aspire to
obtain more traction in the
form of funding which would
help us fund students and
other aspiring film makers to
go out and cover important
topics. To view the films being
screened and to know more
about ALT EFF, visit alteff.in.

It is no secret that Indian
culture has an expansive

range of diversity and makes
a statement that grabs atten-
tion and isn’t overwhelming.
Conventional footwear can
easily be styled and is very
comfortable. Traditional
footwear, especially juttis,
presents a lot of potential on
the style-front. 

Every ethnic footwear is
stereotyped a certain way.
However, juttis have come a
long way with multiple
colours, prints, shapes, and
patterns. They can comple-
ment any outfit with utmost
ease. 

�Comfort without compro-
mising style

Juttis are an invention
that make you look chic
while never compromising
on accessibility or comfort.
These are the pair of shoes
that your feet won’t hate at
the end of the day. The triple
cushioning and leather
padding prevent your feet
from blisters, adding comfort
for long hours. They are easy
to glide in and out, so it
makes the best option to put
on while running errands,
too. 

�Variety at its best 
If you are new to the

enchanting world of juttis,
take your first steps with
primary colours like tan,
black, beige, navy blue. Start
by pairing this with a basic
white shirt and blue denims,
and add the pair to give an
ethnic touch without being
overwhelming. You can also
wear them to your workplace
and still look formal. Replace
the belle shoes by pairing jut-
tis with casual dresses and

skirts. Try the embellished
juttis with beads and
sequences to add that bling to
your outfit if you like to jazz
things up.

�A jutti for every occasion 
Juttis and weddings are

like best friends forever; opt
for the hand-embroidered
or hand-painted juttis in
bright and vibrant colours to
make them pop. From solid

colours to hand embroidery
and hand-painted ones,
there’s one for every occasion. 

Along with juttis, anoth-
er very traditional shoe is the
kolhapuri, which is known
for their unique shape and
leather. The kolhapuri gives a
distinct individuality, making
it look elegant yet tradition-
al when worn with sarees;
they are equally beautiful
with pant style suits and
indo-western outfits. A kol-
hapuri features a flattering sil-
houette that eliminates com-
plicated shoes and heels. 

Overall, it is possible to
pair ethnic footwear with
contemporary silhouettes,
juttis, and kolhapuris to
stylise seamlessly. 

(The author is the founder of
Shilpsutra, a brand that makes

handcrafted juttis.)

Today, the young generation
are often inclined to western

songs, hence, leaving less space
for developing a taste or adora-
tion for Indian classical music.
I had the recent opportunity to
talk to one of the finest maestros
in the industry and thorough-
ly enjoyed the conversation,
making me look at Indian
music in a newer light.

Ustaad Bahauddin Dagar is
an acclaimed rudra veena play-
er and the son of the renowned
north Indian musician, Ustad
Zia Mohiuddin Dagar. He rep-
resents the 20th generation of the
Dagar lineage, which dates
back, to Nayak Haridas Dagar,
to the 16th century.

In an exclusive interview, he
shares his journey and com-
ments on how the rise of social
media platforms has changed
the perspective of the audience
in recent times. 

Read on for some excerpts
from the interview:

�When did you start your
journey of music?

I have been raised in a
family where almost everyone
is into music, thus, the journey
of learning music began during
my childhood. We were always
surrounded by a motivating
atmosphere when it came to
music, art, and poetry.
Musicians and students used to
be gathered at our house in
order to learn and grow togeth-
er. When you are nurtured in
such a manner, you get inclined
towards art. I also used to listen
to rock, pop, jazz, along with
several forms of Indian classi-
cal music. So, by the time I was
16, I had planned to be a musi-
cian, and I asked my father if he
could teach me, and that was
how my first venture into this
enigmatic world happened.

�Who is your inspiration?
I have always been inspired

by my father, Ustad Zia
Mohiuddin Dagar, and my
uncle, Ustad Zia Fariduddin
Dagar Music. For me, music is
a way of expressing emotion. I
was inspired by the good works
of musicians like Kishori

Amonkar. The concept of con-
temporary music is also unique.
Music is ever dynamic and
every musician has contributed
something, in their own man-
ner, thus, achieving success in
the process.

�Did you learn any instru-
ment apart from Rudra veena?

At the age of seven, I had
started learning sitar, but I
dropped it as my only desire
was to learn and get to know the
rudra veena.

�How is rudra veena different
from saraswati veena?

Saraswati veena is popular
in the south, and it is made up
of one piece of wood. It is
designed to suit the Carnatic
style of music. 

Rudra veena is basically a
stringed instrument designed
for north Indian music, like
khayal and dhrupad. Rudra
veena is also considered as a
yantra or a compass as it mea-

sures the notes, microtones to
their exactness and helps the
singers understand how the
notes are placed.

�Apart from music, what are
your other areas of interest?

Apart from music, I like to
go to museums, observe beau-
tiful paintings displayed at art
exhibitions, spend time with
nature, visit wildlife sanctuaries,
and so on.

�What is your favourite genre
of music?

Currently, I am working
with dhrupad, and the last 30
years have proved to be
extremely enriching. It has
helped rearranging my music
clearly, and it has kept me
occupied throughout. I hardly
get any time to listen to any
other music. Once in a while, I
get time to explore western
music or other forms of music
like qawwali, ghazal, and so
forth.

�What is that one flavour
that you miss in today’s music?

I think that the music has
become more polished and
refined in the present times.
Also, I miss long hours at con-
certs that used to be the norm of
our day. Nowadays, concerts
have a tight schedule. When we
had short concerts, one singer
used to sing for two to three
hours so the singers and the
audience had time to warm up,
but things have changed now.
Today’s concerts are more like a
performance, which is not the
idea of Indian classical music,
where one has to keep on redis-
covering new ideas. I miss
lengthier concerts that felt like
like four to five journeys, where
the musicians would share their
journey with you.

�You have a long legacy. Does
it work in your favour or do
you need to raise your bar?

The legacy favours us
because we follow our particu-

lar sanskar at home. However,
sometimes we need to work
twice as much as people are
looking up to us all the time. You
need to raise your bar all the
time else your time will be over.

�How has your audience
changed over the years?

I think the audience has
changed due to platforms like
YouTube and other social media
platforms, which have promot-
ed so many genres and increased
the reach significantly. The per-
spective of the audience has
changed. I remember the times
when the musicians had a less-
er audience to entertain. With
the rise of social media plat-
forms, a new generation of the
audience has come up. Today,
every recording is available
online, so if you don’t play well
enough, you will get criticised.

�What has changed for the
artists and the audience amidst
the pandemic?

The audience is missing out
on the fun of live performances
and concerts, while artists have
suffered economically. Many
musicians’ careers have ended
and some have taken up odd
jobs. 

At the same time, I also feel
that musicians had time, during
the pandemic, to reflect on who
they are as human beings and
how their work has progressed.
Both good and bad things hap-
pened.

�What are your upcoming
projects?

Once you get into this kind
of role, your entire life becomes
a project. There are some con-
certs lined up. On October 23,
I am playing in Jaipur at Jawahar
Kala Kendra; then next year, I
am supposed to go to Paris for
a concert.
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MS Dhoni’s expe-
rienced Chennai
Super Kings will

lock horns with resurgent
Kolkata Knight Riders, led by

Eoin Morgan, in the high-octane
grand finale of IPL 2021 at Dubai
International Stadium, here on

Friday.
It will be a record ninth final

appearance in 12 editions for
Chennai, who have won three

titles in 2010, 2011, and 2018
while KKR, who have won
the trophy in 2012 and
2014 under the captain-
cy of Gautam Gambhir,
will play their third final.
It will also be a repeat of
the 2012 IPL final,
where both teams faced
each other.

CSK beat Delhi
Capitals by four wickets
in Qualifier 1 in Dubai
and became the first team
to reach IPL 2021 final
and Kolkata also defeat-
ed the same team by
three wickets in Qualifier
2 on Wednesday to set
up the blockbuster final
showdown against MS
Dhoni’s team.

The summit clash
on Friday will also be a
battle between the two
best white-ball captains
MS Dhoni and Eoin

Morgan, who might
be short of runs but
have been smart in
their tactics on the

field.

Openers Faf du Plessis and Ruturaj
Gaikwad along with Moeen Ali, Ravindra
Jadeja have done exceedingly well with the bat

for CSK. But, how they deal with the 12 qual-
ity overs ‘rom KKR’s spin trio of Varun
Chakravarthy, Shakib Al Hasan, and Sunil
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Narine, can decide the outcome of the final.
However, the final match will be played on a

better pitch in Dubai in comparison to a slow and

sluggish tack of Sharjah.  And the likes of Ambati
Rayudu, Robin Uthappa and MS dhoni in mid-
dle overs can heave a sigh of relief.


