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In an obvious tit-for-tat mea-
sure, India has decided to

place all visiting travellers from
the United Kingdom in manda-
tory ten-day quarantine even if
they are vaccinated against
Covid-19. The rule will come
into force from October 4.

This is seen as retaliatory
measure after the UK did not
change its rule requiring all
Indians entering Britain to be
quarantined for ten days even
if they had taken the two doses
of vaccine. The UK will also
enforce the rule from Monday.

“Our new regulations will
come into effect from October
4, and will be applicable to all
UK nationals arriving from
the UK,” sources said here.

The directive also said
from October 4, all UK nation-
als arriving in India from the
UK, irrespective of their vac-
cination status, will have to
undertake the following mea-
sures: pre-departure Covid-19
RT-PCR test within 72 hours
before travel; Covid-19 RT-

PCR test on arrival at airport;
Covid-19 RT-PCR test on Day
eight after arrival, and manda-
tory quarantine at home or in
the destination address for 10
days after arrival in India.

The order also said author-
ities in the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare and
Ministry of Civil Aviation will
be taking steps to implement
new measures.

When Britain announced
the new rules about ten days
back, Foreign Secretary Harsh
Shringla had termed them as
“discriminatory” and cautioned
that India had the right to take
“reciprocal” action.

External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar had taken up this
issue with his British counter-
part Elizabeth Truss in New
York on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly session 
last week.

Under travel rules unveiled
last month, fully dosed arrivals

from nations such as the US,
Israel and Australia will be
allowed to enter England with-
out quarantine. However, vac-
cinated people from many
other countries, including
India, still face tougher restric-
tions, including a 10-day home
isolation period.

Following an uproar here,
the UK changed its rule and
included Covishield but did not
remove India from the list of
countries facing new 
restrictions.

Amid controversy over
Britain’s new rules to quaran-
tine travelers from India who
are vaccinated with two doses
of Covishield because of vac-
cination” certification issues”,
United Kingdom High
Commissioner to India Alex
Ellis and National Health
Authority chairman RS Sharma
on last week discussed vaccine
certification for Indian 
travellers. 
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The Supreme Court on
Friday expressed strong

displeasure over the way the
farmers’ blockade has “stran-
gulated the “entire city” and
asked farmers’ unions to con-
sider the rights of others while
continuing with protests and
blocking roads.

The top court reminded
the unions that they should
adopt a balanced approach
and asked why they are con-
tinuing protests after filing
cases against farm laws in
courts. The apex court was
responding to a petition by
Kisan Mahapanchayat for
allowing them to conduct a
protest at Jantar Mantar. 

“You have strangulated the
entire city and now you want to
come within the city and start
protest again here,” the bench
of justices AM Khanwilkar
and CT Ravikumar said,
adding, “There has to be some
balanced approach”.

“What was the point in
continuing with the protest

once it has moved the court
challenging the farm laws,” the
apex court asked the farmers’
body, and said the citizens
have equal rights to move
freely and without fear and
there has to be some “balanced
approach”. The bench asked the
petitioners whether they have
sought the view of the residents
of the area if they are “happy”
with their protest.  

Kisan Mahapanchyat in its
petition sought directions to
the concerned authorities to
provide space to at least 200
farmers or protesters of the
body at the Jantar Mantar for
organising peaceful and non-
violent “Satyagrah”.

At the outset, the counsel
appearing for the petitioners
told the bench that the plea is
seeking direction to the con-
cerned authorities to permit
them to stage “Satyagrah” at
Jantar Mantar here.   “Tell us
one thing, you want
“Satyagrah” here, no difficulty.
But you have approached the
court. Once you have
approached the court, have
trust in the court and the judi-
cial system that it will decide
your case appropriately,” the
bench said. 
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Five mountaineers and one
sherpa are reported to be

missing after an Indian Navy
expedition to Mount Trishul in
Uttarakhand was hit by an
avalanche early on 
Friday morning.

Search and rescue efforts
are underway, though bad
weather is said to have affect-
ed the efforts from Joshimath.

A 20-member team was on
an expedition to the 7,120
metres high Mount Trishul. On
Friday, a 10-member group
began the ascent but was
caught in an avalanche at a
height of 6,700 metres. Five
climbers and one Sherpa went
missing after the avalanche
which took place early 
morning around 5.

According to officials, a
search and rescue team was
also sent from Nehru Institute
of Mountaineering (NIM) after
news of six members of the
expedition team missing was
received. The team is headed by
NIM principal colonel 
Amit Bisht. 

After arriving at the Army
helipad in Joshimath, Bisht
said inclement weather was
preventing his team from
departing from Joshimath.
They were waiting for the
weather to clear. Meanwhile,
Army and Air Force were 
conducting search and 
rescue operations.
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Tata Sons has reportedly
emerged the highest bidder

for the debt-laden Air India but
the formal announcement
would be made after the
approval of the Group of
Ministers headed by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah. 

Hours after reports sug-
gesting that Tata Sons has won
the bid for Air India started
doing the rounds, the
Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) said the bids are
being evaluated and the deci-
sion is yet to be taken.

Earlier, Tuhan Kanta
Pandey, Secretary of the
DIPAM, clarified that media

reports indicating approval of
financial bids by the
Government of India in the Air
India disinvestment case are
incorrect. “Media will be
informed of the Government
decision as and when it is
taken,” tweeted the Secretary. 

Air India and Tata Sons
declined to comment. Tata
group had bid against debt-
strapped SpiceJet’s promoter
Ajay Singh. Singh had bid in his
individual capacity.

Sources in the Government
said, “Tata Sons has placed the
highest bid for Air India but an
official announcement on the
winning bid will be taken in the
next few days only after the
approval of a group of minis-
ters headed by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. The other
members of the panel called
Air India Specific Alternative
Mechanism (AISAM) are
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal and
Civil Aviation Minster
Jyotiraditya Scindia.”
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Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi on

Friday met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at his resi-
dence here and sought with-
drawal of the three controver-
sial farm laws against which
thousands of Punjab farmers
are protesting.

“Agriculture is our main
source of income. I have asked
the Prime Minister to help
find a solution to the deadlock
with farmers, who are protest-
ing against the three contro-
versial farm laws,” Channi told
reporters after the meeting.

Channi is also reported to
have urged the Prime Minister
to scrap the Centre’s decision to
postpone paddy procurement
in the State beginning Friday.

The Centre has issued a let-
ter changing the date to start
paddy procurement from
October 1 to 11 in Punjab and

Haryana. This decision has
been obviously prompted by a
delay in crop maturity due to
recent heavy rain. Crop pro-
curement is undertaken by the
Central Government’s agency,
Food Corporation of India,
along with State agencies.
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Aday after Punjab’s former
Chief Minister Capt

Amarinder Singh made it clear
that he would soon be parting
ways with the Congress after
being “humiliated”, another
round of public mudslinging
started on Friday — this time
between the party’s Punjab
general secretary in-charge
Harish Rawat and the Captain.

Rawat issued a detailed
statement of how Amarinder
was “never humiliated” and
was always “kept in high
esteem”, how he was given free
hand but failed to deliver, how
he lost the support of legislators
because of his stubbornness.

Quick to respond,
Amarinder said that Rawat’s
statement proves that the party
finds itself in a “pathetic situ-
ation” in Punjab.

Claiming that Amarinder’s
announcement to quit the
Congress seemed to be taken
“under pressure”, Rawat asked
the senior Congress leader to
“rethink” and urged him not to
help the BJP in any way.

Reacting, Amarinder said
that the only pressure that he
has been under is the pressure
of his loyalty to the party for
which he has put up with the
“humiliation” all these days.

Rawat said: “Congress has
always kept Amarinder and his
family in high esteem. Even
after suffering a crushing defeat
from Patiala constituency in
1998, he was inducted into the
Congress party and immedi-
ately appointed by Sonia
Gandhi as the president of
Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee on three occasions
from 1999 to 2002, 2010 to
2013, and 2015 to 2017. 
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New Delhi: Australia’s top
medical regulator on Friday
approved the Covishield vac-
cine manufactured by the
Serum Institute of India for

incoming international trav-
ellers, a step that is expected to
facilitate the return of thou-
sands of Indian students to 
that country.
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The first cut-off list for
undergraduate admissions

was announced by the Delhi
University with at least six col-
leges, including SRCC and
Hindu, declaring the cut-offs at
100 per cent.

Sri Ram College for
Commerce for Economics
Honours and B.Com Honours,
Hindu College and Ramjas
College for Political Science
Honours, Hindu College and
SGTB Khalsa College for
B.Com, Hansraj College and
Deen Dayal Upadhyay College
for Computer Science Honours
and Jesus and Mary College for
Psychology Honours are
among the colleges that have
declared 100 per cent cut-offs.

The process of admission
for these courses will start on
October 4 and colleges are
told to complete approvals for

admission against first cut off
by October 7. 

Also, the second cut-off list
will be released on October 9
while the third cut-off list on
October 16, 2021.

Lady Shri Ram (LSR)
College released a cut-off
requirement of 100 per cent for
three courses — BA (Hons)
Economics, Political Science
and Psychology in 2020.
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The Delhi Government will
start a door-to-door survey

to track ration cards that have
been inactive for the last two-
three months. Food and Supply
Minister Imran Hussain on
Friday said the survey will
start from next month.

According to food depart-
ment officials, ration cards,
which remain inactive for con-
secutive three months, are
liable to be cancelled.

Inactive ration cards are
those where beneficiaries do
not collect subsidised ration
from the fair price shops for
consecutive three months.

“We will conduct a door-
to-door survey from next
month (November) to check
beneficiaries who are not col-

lecting ration for two-three
months in a row.”We will check
if the person has gone back to
his hometown or is sick. In
such genuine cases, ration cards
will not be disconnected. “If the
card is inactive and the person
is not existing or has left Delhi
for good then we will cancel
such (inactive) cards and
include new ones,” Hussain
said. He added that any bene-
ficiary’s ration card will not be
cancelled without any valid
reason. All factors behind not
collecting ration will be thor-
oughly checked.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Friday accused the

Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled
South Corporation of pension
scam, saying that more than
half beneficiaries in the list of
destitute pensions prepared by
the Mayor and councilors are
bogus.

AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj said that
the BJP councillors have gen-
erated fake pensions for their
own people. “MCD has been
running pension schemes for
widows, the disabled, and the
destitute for 2017. In these
schemes, every councilor was
told to generate 400 pensions
for the categories. The Mayor
was given a quota of 750 pen-
sions and other members of the
standing committee were given
the work of providing 500
pensions,” he said.

Bhardwaj informed that a
large-scale scam in the destitute

pension in South MCD has
been disclosed by a high rank-
ing officer of the corporation in
the Standing Committee meet-
ing. The AAP leader said that
in a meeting of the South
Delhi Municipal Corporation’s
standing committee held on
28th September 2021, it was
revealed that the pensions set
aside for the destitute, have
been illicitly distributed to the
people under fake pension
documents. “The pensions
were given to the people who
are closely related to the offi-
cials who were given the
responsibility to provide pen-
sions to the needy. These peo-
ple even have their own homes
and are fit to survive on their
own,” he said.
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With the arrest of four
men, the sleuths of Delhi

Police have busted an illegal
international telephone
exchange in central Delhi’s
Hauz Qazi area. Police said that
the exchange used to convert
internet-based international
calls into voice calls resulting in
revenue loss of �103 crores to
the Government, the police
said.

The accused have been
identified as Mohammad Irfan
alias Rajji (37), a resident of
Seelampur, Irfan Ali (48),
Zulfiqar Ali (48) and his son
Areeb Ali (22), all residents of
residents of Sita Ram Bazar in
Delhi.

According to Shweta
Chauhan, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Central district, a com-
plaint was received from the

officials of the Department of
Telecom alleging that they had
received inputs about an illegal
international telecom setup
being operated by a man
named Zulifiqar at Choori
Walan in Chawri Bazar here.

“Thereafter, the police
found out that the illegal tele-
phone exchange was receiving
calls from the Gulf nations, the
US, UAE, Canada, Nepal,
Australia, Pakistan and many
other countries, and those calls
were being transmitted illegal-
ly to Indian numbers. The
police also found out that
Zulifiqar had taken the telecom
resources from a service
provider in the name of Adeeba
Enterprises. The accused had
taken the connection on
November 26 last year. A raid
was then conducted in coordi-
nation of DoT but the accused
was not found there,” said the
DCP.  
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A‘mosquito terminator’ train to spray insecticide
on both sides of rail tracks to prevent growth of

mosquito larvae was flagged off by the Member of
Parliament from East Delhi Manoj Tiwari on Friday
in collaboration with Northern Railway.

Speaking on the occasion, Tiwari said that the ter-
minator train will spread insecticide around the rail-
way tracks to reduce the menace of dengue, malar-
ia and chikungunya.

EDMC Deputy Mayor Kiran Vaidya said that var-
ious awareness programmes and measures have been
taken by the civic body to protect the people from
vector borne diseases. “The areas around the railway
line were left unattended. During rainy days, water
logging is very common around the railway tracks
which increases the possibility of mosquito breeding,”
she added.

The Deputy Mayor said that the “Mosquito
Terminator Action” in collaboration with the Railways
is a positive effort to protect the people around the
railway line from the serious threat of dengue and
chikungunya.
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Abody of a 19-year-old woman with burn injuries
was found at a house in south-east Delhi’s Lajpat

Nagar area on Friday morning. Meanwhile, the Delhi
Commission for Women (DCW) has also issued
notice to the police seeking FIR, arrests and copy of
post mortem report of the victim.

Police said that the woman is a resident of Madrasi
Camp here and she, along with her mother, used to
work as domestic help at a house in Lajpat Nagar-II
here.

According to a senior police official, the Lajpat
Nagar police station received a Police Control Room
(PCR) call on Friday morning informing them that
a woman has got electrocuted.

Police, however, said that the exact cause of her
death will be ascertained only through an autopsy
report. “Preliminary enquiry has revealed that the vic-
tim had burn injuries on her body. She had come to
work at the house around 7 AM on Friday,” said the
senior police official.
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In an effort to make the Capital of India a world-
class city, the Delhi Government is organising a high

-level workshop on street design on October 5 with
the World Resource Institute (WRI – India).

According to Delhi Dialogue Commission
(DDC), the workshop will be held with the aim to
transform over  500 km of roads in Delhi on the lines
of European cities. “It will be an opportunity to learn
from the top cities globally and apply those lessons
to Delhi’s streets,”  Jasmine Shah  Vice-Chairperson,
DDC said on Friday.

As per sources, Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, Public Works Department (PWD) Minister
Satyender Jain and Shah will join the workshop apart
from senior officials and engineers’ team.Speaking
on this occasion,  Amit Bhatt, Director of Integrated
Urban Transport, WRI India said, “A well-designed
street has a positive impact not only on their imme-
diate environment but also improves air quality,
reduces congestion and mitigates inequity.  Delhi
Government’s move towards transforming the streets
of the national capital is an example of unprecedented
scale and ambition”. The beautification and redesign-
ing of roads, a project of Delhi Government will
involve bicycle lanes, large no. of plantations to curb
pollution, selfie points, parklets and incorporation of
artwork.
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In a significant order, the Delhi
High Court has “terminated

with immediate effect” all cases,
where inquiries against minors
in alleged petty offences before
the Juvenile Justice Boards (JJB),
are pending and have remained
inconclusive for over one year in
the national Capital. The court
passed the order keeping in
view the mandate of Section 14
of the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act (JJ
Act) which says that the inquiry
against a child who has alleged-
ly committed a petty offence
shall conclude in four months
from the date of the first pro-
duction before the board unless
the period is extended for a
maximum of two months.

The provision says that if the
inquiry remains inconclusive,
such proceedings shall stand ter-
minated. Justices Siddharth

Mridul and Anup Jairam
Bhambhani said, “We are pass-
ing these directions ex debito
justiciae, to correct an error in
the judicial dispensation, since
we believe there is no justifica-
tion in keeping such matters
pending any longer.”

“In all cases alleging petty
offences against children/juve-
niles, where the inquiry has been
pending and remains inconclu-
sive for longer than one year,
regardless of whether the subject
child/juvenile has been pro-
duced before the JJB, all such
inquiries shall stand terminated
with immediate effect; a formal
order closing all such matters
shall be passed by the JJBs in
each file within two weeks from
the date of this order, and any
children/juveniles detained in
relation to such inquiries, shall
be released immediately without
waiting fr recording the formal
orders.
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Expressing concern over the
situation in Afghanistan,

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Friday said India
was not taken into confidence
regarding the Doha deal
between the Taliban and the US
last year and New Delhi is in no
hurry to recognise the new
regime.

Making these observations
in the virtual annual leadership
summit of the US-India
Strategic Partnership Forum
(USISPF), Jaishankar also cau-
tioned that the latest develop-
ments in Afghanistan will have
“very, very significant conse-
quences” for the region and
beyond.

Jaishankar said the key con-
cerns for India at this juncture
included whether Afghanistan
will have an inclusive govern-
ment and that Afghan soil is not
used for terrorism against other
States and the rest of the world.
Jaishankar also suggested that
India was in no hurry to delib-
erate on giving any recognition
to the new dispensation in
Kabul.

He said India and the US
are on the same page on many
issues relating to the recent
developments in Afghanistan
including apprehensions about
the possible use of Afghan soil
for terrorism. The issue figured

in discussions between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
US President Joe Biden in
Washington last week,
Jaishankar added.

“I think, to some degree, we

would all be justified in having
levels of concern and to some
degree, I think the jury’s still out.
When I say levels of concern,
you know, there were commit-
ments which were made by the

Taliban, at Doha, I mean, the US
knows that best I mean, we were
not taken into confidence on
various aspects of that,” he said. 

“So whatever, whether deal
which was struck in Doha, I

mean, one has a broad sense.
But beyond that, you know, are
we going to see an inclusive gov-
ernment? Are we going to see
respect for the rights of women,
children, minorities,” he asked. 

He said what had happened
in Afghanistan, is going to
“have very, very significant con-
sequences for all of us, and we
are so close to the region”. 

These concerns were
reflected in the UN Security
Council resolution in August
and that how those questions
are addressed today is still an
open question, which is why “I
said the jury is still out”.
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Army Chief General M M
Naravane on Friday

embarked on his visit to
Ladakh to review the situation
at the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) there. He is likely to
visit some forward posts and
interact with the troops.

His tour comes in the
backdrop of the ongoing stand-
off at three sites at the LAC in
Eastern Ladakh for the last one
and half years.

On Thursday, he had said
here that incidents at the bor-
der will continue till India and
China come to agreement on
the boundary issue. Moreover,
India lashed out at China the
same day and said large scale
deployment of troops by it led
to tension at the LAC. India
also said it expected China to
move towards of early resolu-
tion of the issues there.

The Indian side has only
made counter deployments in
response to China’s “provoca-
tive behaviour and unilateral
attempts to alter status quo” on
the LAC and to fully protect the

country’s security interests,
external affairs ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said.

He was responding to alle-
gations by Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson Hua
Chunying on Wednesday that
the Indian side was pursuing a
“forward policy” and had “ille-
gally crossed the LAC to
encroach on China’s territory”.

“It was the amassing of
large number of troops by the
Chinese side, their provocative
behaviour and unilateral
attempts to alter status quo in
contravention of all our bilat-
eral agreements that resulted in
serious disturbance of peace
and tranquility along the LAC
in eastern Ladakh,” he said.

India has already made its
position clear and rejected
statements from the Chinese

side which “have no basis in
facts”, Bagchi said. “It was in
response to Chinese actions
that our armed forces had to
make appropriate counter
deployments in these areas to
ensure that India’s security
interests are fully protected,” he
said.

On the Army chief ’s visit,
sources said he will also take
stock of the preparedness of the
forward deployments to with-
stand the coming winter
months. Last year, India and
China maintained their troops
on forward locations at the
LAC unlike in the past when
both the sides retreated to
their bases.

At present, more than
50,000 troops from both the
sides are deployed at the LAC
since it erupted in May last
year. The transgressions from
China snowballed into a major
brawl in June last year in which
20 Indian army personnel
including the commanding
officer were killed.  More than
30 Chinese soldiers were also
killed in the clash but Beijing
is yet to confirm the casualties.
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On relations with China,
Jaishankar said the Quad

grouping including the US,
India, Japan and Australia
was not “ganging” up against
China. As regards the rise of
China and ways to deal with
it, he said every country will
have to make bilateral choic-
es and remarked “we each
have a very substantial rela-
tionship with China.” “I think
it’s very important not to be
sort of railroaded into some
kind of negative discourse,
which actually is not from our
script, it is somebody else’s
script. And I don’t think we
should fall for that. I think we
need to be positive,” he point-
ed out.
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Assuring the country that
the IAF is ready to meet

any and every challenge, new
Air Chief Marshal V R
Chaudhari said here on
Friday his priority is to be
self-reliant (atmanirbhar)
and proper use of air power.
It was his first day as the
chief.

He also said the focus
will be on training and moti-
vating and equipping the
IAF personnel to face chal-
lenges of future warfare. 

Reiterating that the IAF
is ready for any eventuality,
Chaudhari said he will try to
see quick induction of new
equipment and logistics.

Stressing on the fast pace
of inductions,
he said the
IAF quickly
i nt ro du c e d
Rafale fight-
er jets into
the f leet

besides surface to air
weapons.  The IAF saw
induction of new platforms
in the last two to three years,
he pointed out.

Hig h l ig ht ing  t he
roadmap of modernisation,
Chaudhari said the IAF has
inked the contract for 83
indigenously designed and
m a n u f a c t u r e d
Tejas l ight combat air-
craf t (LCA)  and  ot her
equipment like surface to
air guided weapons and
other related equipment are
in the pipeline.

Chaudhari took over
from R K S Bhadauria who
retired on Thursday.  

Out l ining the focus
areas for Commanders and
personnel, Chaudhuri said

“Protection of our Nation’s
sovereignty and integrity is
to be ensured at any cost”.
He added that enhance-
ment of operational capa-
bility through integration of
newly inducted platforms,
weapons and equipment
with existing assets and
dovetailing the same in
concepts  of  operat ions
would remain a priority
area.

He spoke on aspects of
acquisition of new technol-
ogy, promotion of indi-
genisation and innovation,
strengthening of  cyber
security, rapid adaptation of
training methods to meet
future demands and sus-
tained work to nurture
human resources.
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As he launched the second
phase of Swachh Bharat

Mission and Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday said the goal this time
round is to make cities com-
pletely free of garbage and
water secure.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Prime Minister said in
2014, the countrymen took a
pledge to make India open
defecation free (ODF) and they
fulfilled this pledge with the

construction of more than 10
crore toilets. Now the goal of
‘Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban
2.0’ is to make the cities garbage
free, completely free of garbage,
he said. 

The Prime Minister under-
lined the scope of the country’s
target in the next phase of
Mission AMRUT as ‘improving
sewage and septic manage-
ment, making our cities water
safe cities and ensuring that no
sewage drains anywhere in our
rivers’.

“The garbage mountains in
cities will be processed and
removed completely as part of
Swachta second phase. One
such garbage mountain has
been in Delhi (in Ghazipur) for

long, it’s also waiting to be
removed,” he said.

“Today India is processing
about 1 lakh tonnes of waste
every day. When we started the
campaign in 2014, less than
20% of the waste was being
processed. Today we are pro-
cessing about 70% of daily
waste. Now we have to take it
to 100%,” he said.

Lauding the younger gen-
eration, he pointed out toffee
wrappers are no more thrown
on floors but kept in pockets.
“Kids alert elders not to litter
around. 

The youth are taking ini-
tiative. Some are earning wealth
from waste, while some are cre-
ating awareness. 
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The CBI has registered a
case against a Senior

Intelligence Officer (SIO) of
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), Aizawl
Regional Unit for possession of
alleged disproportionate assets
to the tune of �72.27 lakh.

The accused Kaikhohao
Doungel, Senior Intelligence
Officer (SIO), Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI),
Aizawl Regional Unit was orig-
inally a Superintendent of
Customs and is now posted on
loan to DRI. The dispropor-
tionate assets account for 80
per cent of the gross income
during the check period from
January 2014 to May 2021. It
was alleged that the accused
during the period January,
2014 to May, 2021, had
acquired huge assets, both
movable and immovable to the
tune of �1,42,71,447 including
three homestead land at
Kangpokpi (Manipur); two
RCC buildings at Imphal East
and at Aizawl besides bank bal-
ances which were dispropor-
tionate to his known sources of
income to the tune of
�72,27,768, the CBI said in a
statement.

The agency on Friday con-
ducted searches at the office as
well as at the residential
premises of the accused at
Aizawl and Imphal which led
to recovery of documents relat-
ed to purchase of the land, bank
accounts in the name of the
accused and his wife main-
tained at various banks, insur-
ance policies, luxurious house-
hold articles and other incrim-
inating documents, it added.
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India has reported 26,727 new Covid-19 cases
in the last 24 hours, an increase of 13 per cent

from the previous day. The total number of coro-
navirus cases breached the 3,37 crore mark with
the new infections. At least 277 related deaths
were also reported in the last 24 hours, taking
the total fatalities to 4,48,339.

The active cases comprise 0.82 per cent of
the total infections — the lowest since March
2020 — while the active caseload at present
stands at 2,75,224, the lowest in 196 days.

The national COVID-19 recovery rate was
recorded at 97.86 per cent, highest since March
2020. At least 28,246 recoveries in the last 24
hours took the total number of recoveries to
3,30,43,144 in India.

The cumulative COVID-19 vaccine doses
administered in the country crossed 89 crore -
69 per cent of the country’s adult population has
now received at least one dose of COVID-19
vaccine and 25 per cent has taken both doses,
the government said.
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Ahmedabad. While he was
not, by any means, a rabid
Muslim, he felt that the future
of Muslims in India lay in
moderation and the Congress.
No other party was dependable
and capable of keeping his
community across India, more
or less, united. And the Nehru-
Gandhis were the only family
under whose umbrella
Congressmen could remain
together. Hindu domination
would ruin this Dar-ul-Aman.

While Patel was Sonia’s
guide, friend and philosopher,
she could play the role of the
supreme leader of the Congress
and later that of an elder states-
man in India. Trouble began
for this cozy arrangement
when Patel contracted COVID
and subsequently became a
pyara of Allah.

Ahmedbhai was an epito-
me of political selflessness
and above the usual political
desires. He was utterly loyal to
the Nehru-Gandhis, and did
not place any importance on
becoming a Minister nor was
he particularly fond of money.
Above all, he never threw his
weight around. Evidently,
these are rare qualities in the
world of politics. Then, he was
a non-Hindu and, therefore,
could easily fit into the mould
of Sonia’s preferences. She

would, therefore, blindly trust
him. For a foreign lady to
understand the currents and
cross-currents of India’s
diverse politics is almost
impossible, especially if we
remember that she has no
political background. Oscar
Fernandes could have been a
useful replacement in Patel’s
absence, but even he decided
to travel to paradise. As we
have seen, as an amateur of
foreign birth, her demands for
a political advisor are very tall.
Herein lies the tactical prob-
lem of the present confusion
and troubles the party finds
itself in. The Opposition is
bereft of a political strategist.
All in all, for the present, it is
a one-sided game. At the
ground strategic level, the
ethos of India has transformed
from the Nehruvian to Hindu.
What to do in this situation?
The entire Opposition is
roundly confused.

Socialism on the one hand
and Hindu priorities on the
other, do not gel. The former,
in Marxist terms, can be
described “from each accord-
ing to his ability, to each
according to his opportunity”,
whereas the Hindu ethos
revolves around karma. The
sum of a person’s karma,
including in past lives, would

determine his opportunity and
not the state of the
Government. Non-alignment
should not necessarily mean
Nehruvian propensity to run
and retreat, as he did particu-
larly against China in the
1950s. In Kashmir, too, he
was ready to spit but reluctant
to fire. The results are for
everyone to see.

The incumbent
Government’s burden is to
clean and clear the mess
Nehruviansm has left behind.
The latter’s incompetence in
ruling has been evident in
every member of its family. We
have seen Nehru’s performance
as well Rajiv’s. Indira’s perfor-
mance is also well known with
regard to the 93,000 Pakistani
prisoners of war let off in
1972. Doubts remain regarding
the wisdom of relieving
Pakistan of its unwanted back-
yard, which commanded the
majority of its then undivided
population. This is a story
that is yet to be adequately told.

(This is part of an ongoing
series on India making multi-
dimensional advancement
across States and nations).

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The residential Aarey Milk Colony
is being frequented by wild animals and
the Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP)
authorities are brushing it aside, saying
the leopard had strayed into the complex
for food. Oftentimes, human life is lost
in man-animal conflicts. This is giving
residents sleepless nights. We have to pre-
serve wildlife, but not at the expense of
human lives. The leopard scare has
given a frightening time to people in and
around Aarey Colony and other places
that face similar encounters with wild ani-
mals. It was a disheartening sight to see
a leopard attack a 10-year-old boy in
Amritpur and a 60-year-old woman in
Aarey Milk Colony.

This is a sad state of affairs as the
authorities in charge at the Sanjay Gandhi
National Park have failed to rescue the
animal so far. This is not the first time
such a thing has happened. The author-
ities in charge must take steps to avoid
animal-human conflict in residential
areas. It is high time the authorities heed
this fact and find a permanent solution
before the situation gets out of hand. 

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — There are lakhs of people who
think the same way as Kanhaiya Kumar
who, while joining the Congress, said that
he did so because the party is not sim-
ply a political institution but rather an
idea and a philosophy. In tune with the
popular Telugu saying ‘When God is
ready to shower grace, it is the priest who
matters’ because one can reach Him/ Her
through a proper channel only. The
priests in question are the members of the
Gandhi (read Indira, not Mahatma)
family.  

Anyhow on the verge of a total col-
lapse, Congress is in a better position to
take maximum risk in announcing its
prime ministerial candidate so that he or
she gets ‘marinated’ in the minds of the
people to make appropriate comparison
vis-a-vis Modi who is currently cherish-

ing the ‘there is no alternative’ (TINA)
factor. Two years would be an ideal time
for the candidate to sink into the minds
of the voters to make a calculated deci-
sion. Without subjecting the people to
Hobson’s choice, the Congress can spring
a surprise candidate against expected
lines because like Kanhaiya, many are
waiting with bated breath as a last
chance to pump life into an otherwise
critically ill party. 

D Nagarjuna | Hyderabad
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Sir — China’s investment of an estimat-
ed $1.4 billion in Sri Lanka’s Colombo
Port City project is an example of how it
uses its economic power to trap unsus-
pecting Governments in debts. Beijing’s
debt diplomacy is a growing concern in
Africa. One in five infrastructure projects
in Africa are funded by China and one
in three projects are built by Chinese
companies. These projects are often

taken up without conducting proper
studies. Angola owes a substantial debt
to China and is now repaying the debt
with crude oil; causing economic prob-
lems in the country. Kenya also got into
the Chinese debt trap and has now been
negotiating the terms of loan payments. 

China’s overwhelming control of
debt-trapped countries transcends Asia.
Many countries in Europe are struggling
to repay loans to China. These countries
are likely to be victims of debt diploma-
cy. Chinese strategy is always to hide the
truth and show an unrealistic picture of
hope. China has vested interests in offer-
ing loans to countries. It targets naive
countries and, in the end, such countries
find themselves trapped in debts. By
offering financial assistance and service,
China is actually betraying countries.

Venu GS | Kollam
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The Congress leadership
should realise that, being
the senior political party,
it has a duty towards the

country. It is one of the important
guardians of democracy, wherev-
er it be. Acquiring power and gov-
erning properly comes next in its
order of obligations. As it appears,
the Congress is devoted to none
of these. It merely displays a
hatred of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, which has no
place in democracy. An opponent
is an adversary, nothing more.
Abuses like “Chowkidar chor hai”
betray the speaker’s character
and pollute the political atmos-
phere to no one’s gain.

The Congress has mostly
functioned on the Führer Princip
or the leadership principle. From
1921, Mohandas K Gandhi con-
tinued to dominate the party
until 1946. Then it was the turn
of Jawaharlal Nehru, especially
after Sardar Patel’s passing away.
He was followed by his illustrious
daughter Indira Gandhi and then
by her son Rajiv who knew or
understood little of politics but
managed somehow for five years.
But he left a dent in the party. The
poor men and women ceased to
think it was their party. It was now
the organisation of the rich who
wore Gucci shoes, Ray-Ban glass-
es and so on.

However, no one looked upon
the Congress as an anti-Hindu
set-up. After PV Narasimha Rao
completed his term as the PM, the
party began to wobble. It seemed
as if it was not being held togeth-
er. The consensus emerged that
only a Nehru-Gandhi can do so.
Thus Sonia Gandhi was virtual-
ly fished out from the
Mediterranean Sea for the party
presidentship. To many an objec-
tive observer, it seemed that she
would not be able to cope with the
job. But she did for 10 years, not
by hit-or-miss but by mediocre
partiality. The secret was Ahmed
Patel, a young MP from Bharuch
in Gujarat who was loyal to
Indira Gandhi right through the
Emergency. He sat at the 12,
Willingdon Crescent, bungalow
outside Indira’s workroom on a
stool the whole day, except for the
lunch hour when he went home.
Presuming me to be a fellow sym-
pathiser, he explained the reason
to me at the Circuit House,
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India was on the cusp of improving its
ranking further on the World Bank’s
“Ease of Doing Business” index. It had
instituted a single window system for

all investors and businesses to eliminate the
filing of multiple applications across min-
istries and departments. It would allow
automatic renewal of licenses without the
requirement of visiting any Government
office. Sadly, the World Bank suspended the
ranking itself due to past data irregularity. 

It has come as a big disappointment for
India and PM Narendra Modi rightly
flagged it in his recent address to the UN
General Assembly saying the world insti-
tutions had “damaged their credibility”.
Credibility was the casualty when the World
Bank had to disclose that a number of irreg-
ularities were reported regarding changes
to the data in its ‘Doing Business’ reports,
changes that were “inconsistent with the
Doing Business methodology.” 

To maintain the integrity and impar-
tiality of data and analysis, the World Bank
promised to conduct systematic review and
internal audit of the process of data collec-
tion and assessment of the controls and to
“retrospectively correct the data of coun-
tries that were most affected by the irreg-
ularities”, if necessary. The countries
involved were mainly China, UAE and
Saudi Arabia. The sordid affair once again
brought to the fore the heft that China has
in the international multilateral institutions,
of which it is a major contributor.

Ever since they were launched in
2003, the ease of business rankings have
been a valuable tool for countries to
improve their rankings in order to attract
industries and investment. The reports have
so far engendered nearly 5,000 regulatory
reforms in 190 countries including India,
whose ranking went up by 17 notches last
year improving its ranking to 63rd position
among these countries. India indeed took
a giant leap in its ranking which improved
from 130 in 2016 to 63 in 2020, for which
credit must be given to the transformation-
al reforms undertaken by the present
government. The PM’s ambition is to
improve its ranking to within the top 50,
and the report would have acted as a cat-
alyst in this effort.

An investigation conducted by the
World Bank reported data irregularities in
the ‘Doing Business’reports and cited the
roles of present IMF Chief Kristalina
Georgieva and the Bank’s then president
Jim Yong Kim, who was then her boss, in
tweaking the data in favour of China. China
launched a slew of reforms afterit was
ranked 84 in2016to free entrepreneurs from
red tape, cutting fees and effected other
reforms that improved its ranking to 78 in
2017, where it remained in 2018. But then
its ranking improved dramatically, from 78
to 46 in 2019 and then to 31 in 2020. 

The Bank’s investigation found that the
staff involved in the process improperly
altered the scores of at the behest of its chief,
Jim Yong Kim, a South Korea-born
American. Georgieva of course denied the
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This was during the peak
of the second wave of
COVID-19 in India. A

five-year-old boy was referred
to us from Bareilly, Uttar
Pradesh. His was a blood
cancer case. He came at night
with pallor, bleeding from
the nostrils and had difficul-
ty in breathing. We ruled out
COVID-19, transfused blood,
started antibiotics and did a
bone marrow test that
revealed a type of blood can-
cer called acute lymphoblas-
tic leukaemia. 

ALL, as we call this can-
cer, is one of the “better” can-
cers a child can have if one
were to have a choice in these
matters. It has a cure rate of
more than 80-90 per cent. We
informed his father and got
on with our job.  The boy had
a bad fungal infection in his

nose and lungs, akin to the
“black fungus” which was
doing the rounds those days.
We started treatment for both;
cancer and fungus, and thank-
fully got both under control in
the next few weeks. 

In cancer, it always takes
a village to treat one child. We
need doctors and nurses to
deliver treatment, social work-
ers to make the families
understand the process and
get documents ready for
financial aid, a dietician to
suggest the required diet, psy-
chologists, and volunteers to
give moral support to parents
during this ordeal, voluntary
blood donors, and so on. 

Cancer is one of the most
feared diagnoses in the paedi-
atric age group. At present, in
developed countries, more
than 80 per cent of children

diagnosed with cancer get
cured of the illness and will
become long-term survivors.
However, as per WHO, in
lower-middle-income coun-
tries, only about 20 per cent
are expected to survive. 

The hurdles for us are
many. There are no screening
tests for cancers in children.
The symptoms of cancer like
fever, bony pain, etc., mimic
many other common illness-
es in children. It takes an
astute doctor to put things

together and suspect cancer,
failing which they die soon
because childhood cancers
are aggressive and grow fast.

Even when suspected, the
fear and stigma of the disease
paralyse and prevent some
from seeking medical care.
Many lives are lost in the
hands of quacks who promise
a cure without the “side-
effects” of chemotherapy. 

And finally, even from
those who reach a hospital,
many discontinue treatment
while running around for
“second opinion” or magical
remedies. We recently
analysed our data of 154 new
childhood cancer cases diag-
nosed over 18 months, where
23 discontinued treatment
and subsequently died. 11
cited poverty as the reason
even though the children

were getting treated for free
through various schemes.

In centres such as ours,
both governmental and non-
governmental machinery
starts rolling the minute a
child steps into the hospital so
that the family gets the best
possible treatment without
having to wait for arranging
finances. Ayushman Bharat,
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund,
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund,
Asadhya Rog Scheme,
Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi,  are
some of the Government
schemes that cater to children
with cancer. Our country has
the means and methods to
support high-end radiother-
apy, surgery and bone marrow
transplant in these children, if
needed.  Despite all this, the
sad fact is that there are many
who still are not able to avail

any of these.
September is “celebrated”

as childhood cancer aware-
ness month worldwide.
WHO has set a goal of 60 per
cent survival in childhood
cancer by 2030 for low-and-
middle income economies.

What is the way ahead for
us? If a condition such as
childhood cancer comes
under the purview of a
national policy with the
involvement of government
machinery right from track-
ing children with suggestive
symptoms, getting them to a
treatment centre, hand-hold-
ing them through the treat-
ment, similar to what we did
with COVID-19, then there is
no looking back. 

This process will have
collateral benefits too. The
network of care-providers

gets strengthened, quality of
diagnostics, hospital infec-
tion-prevention policy, nurs-
ing practices and documenta-
tion get refined. And of
course, the joy of meeting a
childhood cancer survivor
who has gone on to make a
life ahead makes every strug-
gle worth it. Our own tussles
and egos pale in comparison
with what they have gone
through and achieved. 

The boy and his dad went
home for a short break in
between treatment and never
returned. Maybe there were
pressing concerns for his dad-
back home. The boy died
after a month. The econom-
ical divide that exists in our
country could not be more
obvious. For some, life is
something you get by chance.
For them, there is no choice. 
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allegations, saying that she only
asked bank researchers to triple-
check the data. But the investigators
found that she and herstaff had
explored a change in the bank’s
method (by including only one city
per country) to orchestrate a better
result for China and that the changes
that were finally implemented intro-
duced errors into the report. The
bank cited “pressure applied by CEO
Georgieva and her advisor, Djankov,
to make specific changes to China’s
data points in an effort to increase
its ranking at precisely the same
time the country was expected to
play a key role in the bank’s capital
increase campaign”.

In fact, Simeon Djankov was the
economist whose landmark paper,
written with three other academics,
was the trigger for launching the’
Doing Business’ report in 2003. On
the basis of quantitative evidence
gathered from 85 countries, the
paper had found that countries with
stricter entry regulation for business
had higher corruption and larger
unofficial economies, with poor
quality of public or private goods.
It also found that countries with
more democratic and limited gov-
ernments had lighter entry regula-
tions, and that heavier entry regu-
lation benefited only politicians
and bureaucrats without adding any
value to the businesses.

The ‘Doing Business’ ranking is
done by a survey conducted
through questionnaire to measure
the regulations directly affecting
businesses. A nation’s ranking
depends on 41 sample indicators
grouped under 10 sub-indices
which include the ease of starting a
business, dealing with construction
permits, getting permanent electric-
ity connection, registering proper-

ty, getting credit, protecting minor-
ity investors, paying taxes, cross-bor-
der trading, etc. 

Data are gathered from about
15000 experts like lawyers, accoun-
tants, judges, engineers, architects,
business people and public officials
in the 190 subject countries who
have to deal with business regula-
tions in their normal course of work.
For 11 economies including India,
China, Bangladesh, Brazil,
Indonesia, Japan, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Russia and the USA, the two largest
cities are selected from each, and the
score is calculated as the population-
weighted average of the scores for
these two cities. For India the cities
selected are Mumbai and Delhi. 

The 2020 report, benchmarked
on May 1, 2019, acknowledged 10
economies including China, India
and also Pakistan that implement-
ed a total of 59 regulatory reforms
in 2018/19 — accounting for one-
fifth of all the reforms implement-
ed worldwide. It mentioned the
PM’s “Make in India” campaign
focused on attracting foreign invest-
ment, boosting the private sector,
especially manufacturing and
improving the country’s overall
competitiveness. It acknowledged
that both India and China had
adopted the ‘Doing Business’ indi-
cators as a “core component of their
reform strategies” and demonstrat-
ed tangible progress in the reforms. 

One reason why India’s ranking
improved was because of creating
better awareness among respon-
dents and involving top officials like
partners in accounting firms in the
process of responding to survey
questionnaires — something that
was routinely delegated to officials
much lower in the hierarchy who
were not properly equipped to

appreciate their significance and
responded to the questions rather
mechanically. But this alone would
not have worked without accompa-
nying reforms in the concerned top-
ics. For highlighting the countries
that implemented substantial
reforms, the report first selects
those countries that implemented
substantial reforms in respect of at
least three of the 10 topics. For the
2020 report, 42 economies qualified
in this, including India, China and
Pakistan. The areas in which India
showed improvement included the
ease in starting business, dealing
with construction permits, trading
across borders and in resolving
insolvency. Since then, the govern-
ment has been focussing in the areas
that remained unaddressed till then
to remove the regulatory bottlenecks
to make the rules simpler and
investor-friendly. Corporate taxes
were reduced substantially in
September 2019 and procedures
made simpler, and improvements
were made in many other areas
including the single window clear-
ance system which is now opera-
tional. 

As a result of all this, India
expected another upgrade in the
current year. Unfortunately, that was
when the crisis erupted leading to
discontinuance of the report. Given
its potential to effect reforms, an
objective and unbiased Doing
Business ranking will help many
leaders to motivate their bureaucra-
cy and legal institutions to imple-
ment reforms. It is hoped that the
rankings will reappear in the near
future after necessary revisions in
methodology and with suitable
oversight mechanisms involving
NGOs, think tanks and academia to
check errors.
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Washington: The US has been very honest
about its concerns with Pakistan for a long time
about the terrorist safe havens along with the
border areas of Afghanistan, the Pentagon has
said. Afghanistan and the US have criticised
Pakistan in the past for allowing Taliban fight-
ers to cross into Pakistan where they are pro-
vided safe havens and also receive medical
treatment.

“We've been very honest about our concerns
with Pakistan for a long time, about the safe
havens that exist on their side of the border along
that spine. And those concerns are still valid
today,” Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby told
reporters on Thursday at a news conference.

As Afghanistan's neighbour, Pakistan cer-
tainly has equities and responsibilities with
respect to terrorism in that part of the world,
Kirby said.

“We continue to have candid conversations
with Pakistani leaders about our concerns,” he
said in response to a question.

“I think it's important to continue to
remind that the Pakistani people, likewise, have
been rendered victim by terrorist threats that
emanate from those groups and along that same
border,” he said.

While Kabul claims that Islamabad is

sending thousands of militants to fight in the
war-ravaged country and providing safe haven
for the Taliban, Pakistan alleges that Afghanistan
harbours the anti-Pakistani group Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan -- the Pakistani Taliban -- and
also the secessionist Balochistan Liberation
Army.

Kirby also told reporters that the United
States is within its rights to continue drone
strikes inside Afghanistan. “We believe we have
the authorities that we need to continue to pro-
tect the nation,” he said. The Taliban
has accused the US of violating the withdraw-
al agreement by continuing to fly drones over
Afghanistan and warned Americans against
doing that in the future.

“We have the authorities that we need to
continue to defend our interests and the secu-
rity of the American people there and around
the world, and we're going to do that,” Kirby said.

“Over-the-horizon operations don't always
have to include unmanned aerial assets, and they
don't. That we use unmanned aerial assets clear-
ly is true, and the Secretary (of Defence) cited
one that was just a week or two ago in Syria. But
over-the-horizon doesn't have  to mean
unmanned. It doesn't even always have to mean
aviation,” he said. PTI
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Ministry wants the European
Union to scale back its plans to
boost scrutiny of human rights
under the new Taliban leadership
in Afghanistan, which is hoping
to emerge from decades of war
and instability.

Islamabad says “further
improvements” to a resolution at
the UN's top human rights body
are needed, including concrete
pledges of assistance for the war-
wracked country without using
human rights as the sole criteria.
Pakistan is arguably the Taliban's
closest State interlocutor, with
historic ties and ostensible influ-
ence with the religious militia.

The European bloc is lead-
ing an effort backed by more than
40 countries at the Human Rights
Council to pass a resolution next
week that would, among other
things, name a special rapporteur
on Afghanistan to help the coun-
try uphold its international com-
mitments on human rights and
offer support to advocacy groups
- much of whose work has been
disrupted under the new leader-
ship.

The Europeans want con-

sensus for the resolution at the
council, which counts Pakistan
among its 47 member countries.
The rapporteur would benefit
from expertise in legal affairs, tor-
ture and degrading  punish-
ment, the right to education, and
the rights of women, girls  and
minorities, according to the res-
olution.

Pakistan and the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation led a unanimous
resolution at the council during
a special session in August -
before  the full departure of
international forces - that
expressed concerns about the
rights situation in Afghanistan,
and called for the UN human
rights chief to monitor the situ-
ation, with a written report
planned next March. Some advo-
cacy groups said it didn't go far
enough.

In comments to The
Associated Press late Thursday,
Pakistani Foreign Ministry
spokesman Asim Iftikhar said the
EU draft resolution “needs fur-
ther improvements” and that
delegations were working close-
ly on  it.  AP
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While the Taliban may have
been retrograde in its

policies towards women and
music, the terror outfit has
taken a leaf out of British intel-
ligence body MI6 for propa-
ganda activities in a number of
countries to seek a favourable
narrative for its regime.

In 2017, the MI6 had
launched 50 Cyber Propaganda
Units, worldwide to shape pro-
Britain opinion as well as
counter the narratives of its
adversaries, sources said.

Each CPU had five mem-
bers comprising the locals who
were trained by the agency for
propaganda activities in the
countries chosen for their oper-
ation, they said.

Taking a cue from MI6, the
Taliban has now created over
300 WhatsApp and Telegram
with non-Taliban members in
countries like Iran, Pakistan,
Turkmenistan and Russia
among others to radicalise the
local people in these countries
and get them affiliated with
Taliban.

The Taliban tactic comes as
the regime in Kabul is yet to get

recognition from the global
community and the outfit is
seeking to shape favourable
narratives in various countries
especially those that are bor-
dering Afghanistan.

International recognition
of the Taliban regime will sub-
sequently lead to funding from
multilateral agencies to
Afghanistan that is in the midst
of financial turmoil due to
both disruption in governance
post-Taliban takeover and
drought in the country.

Meanwhile, 3,000 Afghan
SIMs are reported to have been
smuggled inside Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir at the
behest of the Pakistan army-ISI
combine and could be used for
propaganda and terrorism to
ramp up terror agenda in
Jammu and Kashmir. 

The Afghan SIMs will give
the Pakistani agencies denia-
bility in case of major terror
attacks in the Union Territory
by the terror cohorts of Pak
Army-ISI like the Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba and 
Jaish-e-Mohammad, experts
said.

“Besides propaganda activ-
ities through the 300

WhatsApp and Telegram
groups, the Taliban is seeking
to radicalize a section of the
people in the countries where
such bids are being made and
ultimately exploit the radical-
ized youths for espionage activ-
ities as well as for fomenting
terrorism,” said founder of
Afghanistan Republic Salvation
Front and counter-terrorism
expert of Afghan origin Dr
Ajmal Sohail.

There is a need to keep a
watch on such social media
groups in the respective geo-
graphies and take timely mea-
sures to contain and counter
such propaganda and radical-
ization activities by Taliban,
Sohail added.

The Taliban has taken a
number of regressive steps to
curtail the rights of women like
mandatorily imposing the
hardline Sharia laws on them
and compelling them to dress
accordingly, attend universities
only after getting married and
move out with their husbands.
The outfit has also banned
music in Afghanistan and
destroyed the facilities and
instruments of music schools in
that country.
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Washington: China's aggres-
siveness and coercive nature in
the strategic Indo-Pacific
region is a “frequent topic of
discussion” among the Quad
nations but not all of it has to
do with Beijing as there are lots
of outcomes, the Pentagon has
said.

On September 24, US

President Joe Biden 
hosted the first-ever in-person
summit of Quad leaders that
vowed to strive for an Indo-
Pacific region that is free, open,
inclusive, anchored by demo-
cratic values and unconstrained
by coercion, sending an appar-
ent message to 
China. PTI
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Seoul: North Korea said on
Friday it test-fired a new anti-
aircraft missile, the fourth
weapons launch in recent
weeks that experts say is part of
a strategy to win relief from
sanctions and other conces-
sions.

South Korea, Japan and the
United States typically publicly
confirm North Korean ballis-
tic missile launches, which are
banned by UN resolutions,
soon after they occur. But they
did not do so for Thursday's,
indicating the weapon tested
may have been a different kind.
Seoul's Joint Chiefs of Staff said
Friday that South Korean and
US intelligence authorities
monitored moves by North
Korea but didn't elaborate.

Three weeks ago, North
Korea resumed missile tests
after a six-month lull. As it has
sometimes done before, the
North combined the show of
force with a more conciliatory
gesture, offering earlier this
week to reactivate hotlines that
North and South Korea use to
set up meetings, arrange bor-
der crossings and avoid acci-

dental clashes.
Diplomacy aimed at get-

ting the North to abandon its
nuclear arsenal in return for
economic and political rewards
has largely been deadlocked
since early 2019. That has left
North Korea under crippling
US-led economic sanctions, at
a time when its fragile econo-
my is suffering massive set-
backs due to the coronavirus
pandemic. The North's latest
moves appear aimed at pres-
suring South Korea, which
wants to improve strained ties
on the peninsula, to persuade
the US to relax the sanctions.

On Friday, the Korean
Central News Agency said the
anti-aircraft missile test was “of
very practical significance in
studying and developing vari-
ous prospective anti-aircraft
missile system”.

Kim Dong-yub, a professor
at the University of North
Korean Studies in Seoul, said
the launch appears to be the
primitive stage of a test to
develop a missile designed to
shoot down incoming enemy
missiles and aircraft. AP

Peshawar: The Islamic State's
Afghanistan affiliate, dubbed
Islamic State Khorasan or ISIS-
K, has claimed responsibility
for the killing of a well-known
Sikh 'hakeem' in Pakistan's
restive northwestern city of
Peshawar.

'Hakeem' Sardar Satnam
Singh (Khalsa), 45, was at his
clinic on Thursday when
unidentified gunmen barged
into his cabin and opened fire
at him, police said. The killers
managed to escape from the
crime scene.

Singh, who practised
Unani medicine, received four
bullets, died instantly, police
said.

In a message posted on
social media late on Thursday,
the ISIS-K claimed the killing
of Singh.

The ISIS-K, which has
stepped up attacks in several
Afghan cities since the Taliban

seized power in Kabul on
August 15, had also claimed the
deadly suicide attack at Kabul
airport on August 26 that killed
nearly 170 Afghans and 13 US
military personnel.

According to Punjab
Police, Singh had arrived in
Peshawar from Hassan Abdaal
a day earlier.

Singh, a well-known figure
in the Sikh community, was
running his clinic
‘Dharmandar Pharmacy' on
Charsadda Road in Peshawar.
He had been living in the city
for the past 20 years.

Singh is survived by his
wife, three daughters and two
sons. About 15,000 Sikhs
live in Peshawar, mostly in the
Jogan Shah neighborhood of
the provincial capital. Most of
the Sikh community members
in Peshawar are involved in
business, while some also run
pharmacies. PTI
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Iran's national Army began
exercises on Friday near its

border with Azerbaijan, state
TV reported, putting on a dis-
play of military capabilities
near a neighbour it is increas-
ingly skeptical of its ties to the
West and Israel.

Artillery, drones and heli-
copters will participate in the
drills, the report said, without
elaborating on how long they
would last or where exactly
they would be held.

Iran occasionally holds
such events, saying it wants to
assesses combat readiness and
demonstrate capabilities.

The exercises come amid
escalating tensions along the
border. Iran is wary of
Azerbaijan in particular for its
deep military cooperation with
the Islamic Republic's archrival,
Israel, and on Thursday voiced
its concerns to Azerbaijani
ambassador in Tehran Ali
Alizadeh. 

“We do not tolerate the
presence and activity against
our national security of the
Zionist regime, or Israel, next
to our borders," Foreign
Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian said. "And
we will carry out any necessary
action in this regard.”

Amirabdollahian described
relations between Iran and
Azerbaijan as “important,” but
insisted Iran had the “right” to
hold the exercises.

Earlier this week,
Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev said he was stunned by
the planned exercises, in an
interview with Turkey's state-
run Anadolu Agency. 

Azerbaijan and Israel have
strengthened their military
alliance in recent months, with
Israeli-supplied high-tech
drones helping Azerbaijan in its
conflict with Armenia over
the Nagorno-Karabakh region
last year. 

Washington: The U.S. Military
expects to begin receiving new
Afghanistan evacuees in the
United States next week, as
thousands begin to wrap up a
three-week pause in Europe
and the Middle East to get
measles shots.

Gen. Glen VanHerck, head
of U.S. Northern Command,
told reporters Thursday that
there are about 14,000 Afghans
overseas that are expected to
come to the U.S. Right now, he
said, there are about 53,000
scattered across eight U.S.

Military installations in
America, which is nearing their
total capacity of 64,000.

“I would anticipate that the
flights will start here in the very
near future,” said VanHerck.
“Next week we could see some-
thing” because the 21-day vac-
cination process would be com-
plete.

VanHerck said that there are
4,000 evacuees at the U.S. Bases
who have completed their med-
ical and other screening process-
es and have been cleared to leave
and resettle in the United States.

���	�  �8*4�	�0*8��%

More than 15,000 people
from Myanmar are esti-

mated to have crossed the bor-
der into India since the
February 1 military coup there,
UN chief Antonio Guterres has
said, telling the General
Assembly in a report that armed
clashes have erupted mostly in
regions and states along the bor-
ders with Thailand, China and
India and are raising concern
about regional implications of
the crisis.

Guterres, in his report
‘Situation of human rights of
Rohingya Muslims and other
minorities in Myanmar', said
that prior to February 1, there
were around 336,000 internal-
ly displaced persons in conflict-
affected areas across Myanmar.
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New Delhi:Shares of Zee
Entertainment Enterprises Ltd
on Friday declined over 2 per
cent after the company said its
board has rejected the request
of shareholders, Invesco and
OFI Global China Fund, to
convene an Extraordinary
General Meeting (EGM) to
discuss various issues.

The stock dipped 2.44 per
cent to close at � 295.55 on the
BSE. During the day, it tanked
6.12 per cent to �284.40.

���	� �4:	�4768

The Department of Telecom
has cancelled letters of

intent (LoIs) issued to 71 firms
for providing internet service as
virtual network operators, as
per an official note issued on
Friday. 

The virtual network oper-
ator (VNO) permit allows
firms to resell internet services
of telecom companies under
their own brand. According to
the DoT note, LoIs were issued
to the firms based on applica-
tions submitted by them but
the department has not
received any reply from them
even after extension of dead-
lines.   The applicant companies
were required to submit the
compliance status of LoI with-

in a period of 60 days from the
date of its issue, failing which
the same was to be cancelled.

"No response to LoI has
been received by this office till
date. Further, few companies
have sent the compliance after
expiry of the validity period of
the LoI," the note said.  

Accordingly, LoIs issued in
response to the application
stand cancelled and the appli-
cations submitted by the com-
panies for ISP authorisation
under unified license are
closed, it added.
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The Sensex and Nifty racked
up losses for the fourth

straight session on Friday, mir-
roring a risk-off sentiment
overseas as stubborn inflation
and faltering global growth
sapped investor confidence. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened on the backfoot and
stayed in the negative zone
throughout the session, ending
360.78 points or 0.61 per cent
lower at 58,765.58.  

On similar lines, the broad-
er NSE Nifty declined 86.10
points or 0.49 per cent to close
at 17,532.05. 

Bajaj Finserv was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack, div-
ing 3.45 per cent, followed by
Maruti Suzuki which lost 2.39
per cent after the country’s
largest carmaker reported a
46.16 per cent decline in
September sales, impacted by
the global semiconductor
shortage. 

Bharti Airtel shed 2.22 per
cent after the Department of
Telecom (DoT) slapped a
penalty of Rs 1,050 crore on the
firm based on sector regulator
Trai’s recommendation five

years ago. 
Asian Paints, Bajaj Finance,

HDFC, NTPC, ICICI Bank
and TCS were among the other
losers.

On the other hand, M&M,
Dr Reddy’s, UltraTech Cement,
Sun Pharma, PowerGrid and
Tata Steel were among the
gainers, climbing as much as
3.05 per cent. 
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Refunds amounting to more
than �80,000 crore have

been issued to the taxpayers
during the current financial
year, the CBDT said.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) frames
policy for the Income Tax
Department.

This figure includes
income tax refunds of �19,699

crore in 47,53,254 cases and
corporate tax refunds of
�60,387 crore in 1,63,021 cases,
the Board tweeted on
Thursday.   "CBDT issues
refunds of over �80,086 crore
to more than 49.16 lakh tax-
payers from 1st April, 2021 to
27th September, 2021."  "This
includes 20.92 lakh refunds of
AY (assessment year) 2021-22
amounting to �1611.45 crore,"
it said. 
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India’s Goods and Services
Tax (GST) collection

remained above the �1-lakh-
crore mark for third straight
month in September at over �
1.17 lakh crore, the finance
Ministry said on Friday.

The revenues for the
month of September 2021, are
23 per cent higher than the
GST revenues in September
2020.

"The gross GST revenue
collected in the month of
September 2021 is � 1,17,010
crore of which CGST is �20,578
crore, SGST is �26,767 crore,
IGST is �60,911 crore (includ-
ing �29,555 crore collected on

import of goods) and Cess is
�8,754 crore (including � 623
crore collected on import of
goods), the finance Ministry
said in a statement.

CGST refers to Central
Goods and Services Tax, SGST
(State Goods and Service Tax)
and IGST (Integrated Goods

and Services Tax).
During September, rev-

enues from import of goods
were 30 per cent higher and
revenues from domestic trans-
actions (including import of
services) were 20 per cent
higher than the revenues from
these sources during the same
month last year.

"Coupled with economic
growth, anti-evasion activities,
especially action against fake
billers have also been con-
tributing to the enhanced GST
collections. It is expected that
the positive trend in the rev-
enues will continue and the sec-
ond half of the year will post
higher revenues," the state-
ment added. 
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Strengthening demand con-
ditions amid easing of

Covid-19 restrictions have
boosted the recovery of India’s
manufacturing industry in
September.

Accordingly, the headline
seasonally-adjusted IHS Markit
India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) rose to 53.7 (index read-

ing) in September as against a
reading of 52.3 in August.

The PMI ranges between 0
and 100, with a reading above
50 indicating an overall
increase compared to the pre-
vious month.

"With sales rising at a
stronger rate, firms scaled up
production and purchased
additional inputs. There was
also a faster upturn in interna-
tional sales and an improve-

ment in business confidence,"
said the PMI report.

According to the report, for
the second quarter of fiscal
FY22, the PMI averaged 53.8
from 51.5 in the opening quar-
ter."Consumer goods was the
brightest spot in September,
posting the highest PMI read-
ing of the three monitored
market groups amid substantial
accelerations in growth of new
orders and output," it said.
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Petrol and diesel prices rose
simultaneously for the sec-

ond straight day on Friday
amidst volatility in global oil
prices with benchmark crude
remaining at a high level of
over $78 a barrel.

Accordingly, diesel prices
increased by 30 paisa per litre
in the national capital to Rs
90.17 per litre, while petrol
rates rose by 25 paisa per litre

to �101.89 a litre, according to
Indian Oil Corporation, the
country’s largest fuel retailer.

Diesel prices have now
increased for six days taking up
its retail price by �1.55 paisa per
litre in Delhi. 

Diesel prices were raised
on September 24 by 20 paisa
per litre and again by 25 paisa
per litre each on Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday and by 30
paisa per litre on Thursday and
Friday.
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India’s sugar export rose 20
per cent to an all-time high

of 7.1 million tonne in the
2020-21 marketing year ended
last month on the back of bet-
ter demand and financial assis-
tance from the government,
industry body ISMA said on
Friday.   Sugar exports stood at
5.9 million tonne in the 2019-
20 marketing year (October-
September).

Addressing a sugar con-
ference, Indian Sugar Mills

Association (ISMA) Director
General Abinash Verma said
sugar production is estimated
to remain flat at 31 million
tonne in the 2021-22 market-
ing year, starting Friday.

The total availability of
sugar is estimated to touch 39.5
million tonne, including an
opening stock of 8.5 million
tonne of sweetener, he said.

The domestic consump-
tion is estimated at 26.5 million
tonne while exports are esti-
mated at 6 million tonne,
Verma said, adding that the
closing stock would be 7 mil-
lion tonne at the end of this
marketing year. The ISMA DG
pointed out that India wit-
nessed cyclical sugar produc-
tion till 2009-10 but "India has
now become structural surplus

sugar producer in the last 10
years".

Talking about ethanol,
Verma said annual produc-
tion capacity is expected to
reach 14 billion litres by 2025
from 3.5 billion litres of annu-
al capacity in 2018.

He said the target is to
divert 6 million tonne of sur-
plus sugar to ethanol by 2025.

On ethanol blending with
petrol, Verma said the blend-
ing level will reach 8.5 per cent
in 2020-21 ethanol marketing
year  ending November with
supply of 3.25 billion litre to oil
marketing companies (OMCs)

In the next 2021-22 ethanol
marketing year, the blending
level is estimated to reach 10
per cent with supply of 4.25 bil-
lion litre to OMCs.
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Mumbai:The Indian rupee on
Friday broke its five-session
losing streak to settle 11 paise
higher at 74.12 against the US
dollar, tracking strength in
global currencies against the
greenback. At the interbank
foreign exchange market, the
local unit witnessed heavy
volatility. It opened on a neg-
ative note at 74.33 per dollar
as against its previous close of
74.23. It hovered in the range
of 74.11 to 74.35 per dollar
during the day before ending
at 74.12 against the American
currency. PTI
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The new film, Idhe Maa
Katha, starring actress

Bhumika Chawla is soon set
to release on October 2. The
story revolves around the
who are fascinated by their
motorbikes and plan on trav-
elling together. The actress is
excited about her role in this
Telugu film and hopes that
the storyline will encourage
women.

Sharing her experience,
she expresses, “My role in
‘Idhe Maa Katha’ is very dif-
ferent from what I have done
before. It’s about a middle
class married lady following
her dreams. As a young girl,
she had a few things in mind
that she wanted to do, but life
took a different course. After
a certain stage, she decides to
follow her heart.”

Further, she adds, I hope
to inspire at least a few
women to follow their
dreams no matter what age
they are. The role has
appealed to me instantly.”

The film was shot in
Hyderabad and Manali last
year in October and
December. On collaborating
with the actor Sumnath
Ashwin, she says, “It is won-
derful to work with Sumanth
Ashwin. He’s a nice young
kid, hardworking, and very
cultured. The most impres-
sive thing about him is he is
not on social media and
doesn’t feel the need to be a
slave of gadgets, rare in this
time and age.”
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Ashort sharp call made
Sita Ramji glance up
in its direction and
then trace a straight

line towards the opposite side
with his vision. I squinted to
spot what he was so intently
staring at but the dense foliage
coupled with the morning sun
bouncing off the serrated cliffs
made it next to impossible.
When I turned towards him,
Sita Ramji had placed a finger
on what would have been his
lips, under the mask, while he
gestured that we should freeze
in our tracks with the other.
“Leopard,” he said softly and
added, “The langurs, on the
other side, sounded that warn-
ing call. The big cat seems to
be stationary now.” Till that
penultimate moment, I’d been
daydreaming, comparing the
cliffs that helmed us to Pride
Rock, straight out of The Lion
King, half expecting (and hop-
ing) Rafiki to hold up Simba
for the world to see. 

But rather than living a
film, adventure found us on
the last day of our visit — yet
again — when we were least
expecting it. We’d reached
Amanbagh in Ajabgarh,
Rajasthan after a head start
from Delhi. Since we halted for
not more than 10 minutes to
stretch our legs, we covered the
263 km in a matter of four
hours flat. The road, except for
a few stretches, is any driver’s
dream. So, we arrived well in
time for lunch. 
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But that was just one of the

many things that made us feel
like we were the chosen ones.
No sooner had we stepped out
of the car, than a Sanskrit
song of welcome heralded our
arrival. While all of us are used
to an aarti and a showering of
rose petals, this was a first. The
sonorous voice, ably-aided by
the acoustics powered by the
high sandstone and marble
ceiling, made our spirits soar
far above. 

The hotel site, we were
told, was used as late as the
19th century by Maharaja Jai
Singh of Alwar as a base for
hunting in the jungles of
Sariska. And the sight that
greeted us made us believe that
we had time-travelled to the
era where we could very well
have been maharanis in more
leisurely times. Stretched out
before us was a large pool, bor-
dered by a columned corridor,
that could be set as much in
Rome as in Rajasthan. Flanked
by rooms (if these could be
called so... more about that
later) on either side, the water
sparkled invitingly but Covid
protocol ensured that we
stayed clear of it.

Nestled in the valley

between two symmetrical
Aravalli hills, the location of
the hotel — spread over a
sprawling 45 acres — further
adds to its charm. Built in a
style, that is immediately asso-
ciated with the confluence of
the influence of the Rajputs
and Mughals, it incorporates
rose-hued turrets, domes,
cupolas, vaulted entrances and
extensive use of sandstone.
But the past and present inter-
sect not just in style. While the
hotel is a fairly new construc-
tion from 2016, the wall is a
remnant of the 19th century.

The rooms are divided
into pool pavillions, terrace
haveli suite, garden haveli suite
and courtyard haveli suite,
depending on what they over-
look. We were glad to be
escorted to one of the 15 pool
pavillions, the top-range
accommodation. And there is
a reason why I earlier said that
it can’t be described as a room,
for these are independent
enclosures, each constructed
separately. A short walk across
the small courtyard led to a
wooden door that opened into
what can be described as a
connecting area between the
bathroom — on the left — and
the bedroom, on the right.
Another door in the front led
us to... you guessed it, our very
own private pool. The glee,
especially after not having
used one for two seasons dur-

ing the pandemic, was
unmatched. The bathroom
and the bedroom too have
doors opening outdoors.

The focal point of the
large-sized bathroom was a
jade bathtub. The two basins in
the same stone are placed on
different sides of the room.
Four large wooden doors con-
ceal the shower, toilet and two
walk-in closets. 

Interestingly, everything
in the spacious bedroom,
including the sides and the
base of the bed, was made of
marble and sandstone. I’m
glad that while there’s a music
player, there’s no TV. If we’ve
boarded a time machine to the
days of yore, we might as well
not allow the trappings of the
modern world to barge in
with their breathless right here,
right now tone and tenor.

So, we decided to make the
best use of our facilities and
dived straight into the pool.
Though small, measuring 28x9

feet, the very idea of having
one to yourself is exhilarating,
to say the least. It helped that
the pavillion building shielded
us from the afternoon sun. Not
surprisingly, the hours slipped
by and while we were reluctant
to step out and almost debat-
ed tossing a coin to decide who
would be the first to head out
for a shower when an unfore-
seen event precipitated our
quick exit. 
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Delhi was practically wilt-
ing under the heat and to our
pleasant surprise, Ajabgarh,
which is technically a desert,
had a sky that was overcast
with dark clouds laden with
rain when we started. Sita
Ramji, a naturalist attached to
the property, helped us into the
open Thar that was to be our
vehicle for evening outings. We
made our way through the cir-
cuitous route which had tow-

ering cliffs with a variety of
foliage on one side and open
fields on the other. Sita Ramji
pointed out places of interest
and the history behind them.
The Ajabgarh Fort loomed up
in vision as it stood proud,
invincible and independent. A
dargah popular among locals
as well as the visitors had chil-
dren bounding about. Small
villages with a school, a com-
munity centre and more sped
past. We were not even halfway
through the tour when the rain
gods doused us with their
bounty. While the villagers
were amused and wanted to
extend their hospitably to
shield us from the force of
nature, we revelled in the
showers. We hadn’t gone too
far when the rain ceased and,
as if to signal the surprises that
we had in store, a magnificent
rainbow stretched out across
the sky. We wanted to search
for a pot of gold at its end but
just sat to quietly take in the

views, the chirping of a variety
of birds and the humdrum
slow rhythm of everyday life,
commonplace for the resi-
dents here while being essen-
tially non-existent for us who
come from the urbanscape
where speed is of the essence
and keeping busy a mantra of
being successful. I sent a short
prayer, thanking the powers
that be for the manna from
heaven, which was priceless.
By this time, we’d realised how
valuable Sita Ramji was to our
excursion. He called out a
namaste to the villagers —
most of whom he knew by
name — pointed out birds by
their mere calls or wing
colours or beak shapes while
enmeshing all of this with
tales of glory from the past.
Returning from the excur-
sion, both of us were a little
quiet trying to absorb the
wealth of information that he
had imparted. 

But, once you are grateful,
heaven ensures that the premi-
um multiplies manifold. We
had timed the trip to coincide
with my daughter’s birthday.
As we made our way to our
room, we sensed that some-
thing was up... and we were
right. The short path in the
courtyard was lined with diyas
leading to the room and two
hotel staff — a man and a
woman — sang good wishes
for her. The room had a spe-
cial chocolate and pineapple
cake waiting for us. The day
was turning out to be an
unprecedented one for the
birthday girl.

The next day, early morn-
ing, we headed to Sariska
Tiger Reserve — which is a lit-
tle less than 30 km from the
hotel — in the hope of spotting
one of the many species of wild
cats found here. Spread over
881 sq km, it is home to leop-
ards, jungle cats, caracals and

striped hyenas, besides the
tiger. In January 2005, there
were no tigers left in Sariska
and so in 2008, two tigers from
Ranthambhore National Park
were relocated here. At present,
there are 23 tigers that lord
over the area, informed Sita
Ramji, and added that each of
them has a territory spread
over a radius of about 40-60
km. So, we peeled our eyes to
spot one, while riding the
open jeep in different direc-
tions on the instructions of the
several trackers that we met.
However, none of the five
species that are found here
acquiesced, we spotted the
other animals in abundance.
We lost count of the number
of peacocks, as not one but
several, unfurling their feath-
ers at every bend of the road.
Then, there were herds of nil-
gais, to be seen at every water
body in sight, which didn’t
bother to even blink while we
stood not more than three feet
away. There were herds of
spotted deer frolicking amidst
the brush, monkeys and lan-
gurs swinging on branches or
chewing on leaves but the best
was a wild boar trundling past
with her four piglets. But, no
feline of any kind. Of course,
if you speak with a wildlife
expert, s/he is likely to tell you
that only focussing on spotting
a wild cat is a flawed concept
when it comes to a safari.
Though it was only late morn-
ing, the heat had begun to rise
and we beat a retreat to the
haven of our hotel. 

����������

)�������

We first spotted one, then
two more followed and then,
within a blink of an eye, there
was an entire carload of mon-
keys. Initially, they swung on
the trees that surrounded us
and then, growing bolder,
clambered down as the leader
of the pack made a dash for the
iPad which was lying farther
away from us. By this time, we
had picked our mobiles and
scuttled inside and quickly
called the hotel reception
which responded at lightning
speed. They scared away the
primates and told us that one
person would be stationed
outside when we wanted to use
the pool. But we reflected, it
was not the monkeys who
were invading our space rather
we were the ones who had
stepped into their habitat. The
excitement over, we quickly
dressed to head out for what
has been labelled as the ‘cow
dust tour’ or what translates as
godhuli bela, a time which
often makes its appearance in
Hindi literture (think Munshi
Premchand). 
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We ventured out in the

evening to go to Bhangarh
Fort, which holds the distinc-
tion of being the spookiest
place in India. On the way, Sita
Ramji narrated a tale where
everything — from magic to

revenge and bloodshed in
times past — played a part in
the place becoming such a hit
on the haunted tourist circuit.
Despite the tales of an
omnipresence, there was not
even a hint of eeriness. No
squeaky doors, no unaccount-
ed for sounds or appearance
and disappearance of a woman
in white akin to the script of a
Hindi film. Rather, it was the
architecture, the intricate carv-
ings of figurines on the
shikhara of the temples as
well as the well-planned layout
of the markets in the 16th-cen-
tury fort that had us enthralled.
It, of course, helped that place
was choc-a-bloc with tourists.
Friends, families, young newly-
married couples — where the
women demurely walked two
steps behind and with ghung-
hats pulled across their faces —
often accompanied by an
entourage of elderly and chil-
dren. We wanted to climb to
the top of the monument to
take in a view of the country-
side but the minor issue of a
snapped sandal strap put an
end to any such excursion.

We believed that we had
had enough excitement for
the day but... there was a din-
ner planned at the Library
Terrace, on the first floor,
underneath the star-lit sky.
The path leading to the area
where we were to dine and
the stairs surrounding it were
lit with tiny diyas and lined
with fresh flowers. The pool,
from above, reflecting the
lights of the structure around
took on a different hue while
the mood was further elevat-
ed by the singers who ren-
dered all-time favourite ghaz-
als accompanied by a harmo-
nium, flute and tabla. The
food, especially Dahi ke
kebabs, Dal baati, Ker sangri
and Gatte ki subzi (yes, there
was much more), was delec-
table. Add to it service that
was personalised yet non-
intrusive and you had the
makings of a perfect evening.
The almost perfectly full
moon had the selenophile in
me in raptures. But, then, as
I said at the beginning, nature
had indeed conspired to cre-
ate an experience that can’t be
bought by all the wealth in
the world. 
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We were supposed to

check out the next afternoon
and decided to go for our last
excursion. It was during this
trek to Somsagar Lake, which
was commissioned to wel-
come Emperor Akbar during
his visit to Ajabgarh in 1598,
that  we had our (non)
encounter with the leopard.
But even minus the sighting,
the trek was well worth it. The
marble steps of the quarry
have been polished by the
comings and goings of vil-
lagers, cattle and goats alike
over the years since the path
was first built. You have to
watch your step as it can be
pretty slippery at times.
During our ascent, we met
two villagers who recounted
how a week back a leopard
had preyed on two of their
newly-bought goats for his
lunch. However, the gentle
breeze at the top, the serene
atmosphere, the placid lake
which was thick with water
chestnuts grown by the vil-
lagers and the sweet ant eater
birds fluttering about almost
belied the tale of gore that we
had just heard. It was a place
to rest, rejuvenate and heal.
We did just that. For a while.
Before making our way back
to the city and ‘real’ life as we
city-dwellers know it.

ONCE UPON A TIME
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Punjab Kings boosted their
chances of making the IPL
play-offs with a five-wicket

win over Kolkata Knight Riders as
effective death over bowling and
smart batting by skipper KL Rahul
and Shahrukh Khan shaped their
crucial victory in the Indian
Premier League here on Friday.

Rahul scored 67 runs off 55
balls and shared a 70-run stand
with fel low opener Mayank
Agarwal (40), knocking off a 166-
run target with three balls to
spare.   

Shahrukh produced an
impactful 9-ball 22-run knock
when it mattered and finished the
match with a six. 

Venkatesh Iyer hit a fluent 67
while Nitish Rana produced a
fiery 31 off 18 balls before Punjab
Kings restricted KKR to 165 for
seven.

Invited to bat, the in-form
KKR batsmen controlled the pro-
ceedings for a major part of their
innings and had it not been some
excellent death over spells by
Mohammed Shami (1/23) and

Arshdeep Singh (3/32), KKR
would have got a bigger score on
the board.

Iyer and Rahul Tripathi (34 off
26 balls) raised a 72-run stand,
stroking the ball around with ease

while Rana's cameo was also crucial
for KKR since the run-rate had
taken a hit at that time after two
quick wickets. 

The Punjab batsmen did not set
the field on fire at the start of the
chase as all they could manage 46
runs in the powerplay but did not
lose a wicket. 

Of the two batsmen, it was
Agarwal who was hitting the ball at
a good a strike rate while Rahul was
going a-run-a-ball.

Varun Chakravarthy separated
the openers by having Agarwal
caught at in extra cover by Eoin
Morgan, though it was a fierce shot. 

Nicholas Pooran (12) was
dropped at 1 by Tripathi in the same
region but Chakravarthy ensured
that it wasn't a costly miss as he dis-
missed the West Indian soon after.  

Gripping the ball had become
difficult for the bowlers due to the
dew but Punjab batsmen were still
happy working the ball around
and getting an odd big shot in
between.

KKR needed 45 runs from the
final fiver overs. Aiden Markram
(18) hit a gigantic six off Sunil
Narine but was caught in the same

over while Deepak Hooda (3) also
perished soon.

Rahul seemed to have hit one
straight to fielder but the third-
umpire ruled him not out. He got
out in the first ball of the final over
but Shahrukh finished the job to
calm a nervous dugout .

PBKS moved to fifth in the
table with 10 points while KKR
stayed in fourth with a similar
points tally.

Earlier, left-arm pacer Arshdeep
has been a top performer for Punjab
this season and he delivered again

by cleaning up Shubhman Gill (7)
with a peach of delivery that
breached the defence of the bats-
man in the third over.

Iyer, who has been a revelation
this season, continued his good run
with some fluent drives on both
sides of the wicket despite that the
ball was stopping a bit before com-
ing on to the bat.

The batsmen's positive
approach and lack of control over
the line by the Punjab pacers meant
that run-rate kept soaring for KKR.

The partnership was finally
broken by spinner Ravi Bishnoi,
who had Tripathi caught in the
deep. The leg-spinner was also
economical ending with figures of
two for 22 in four overs.

Iyer completed his fifty with a
single off Allen and then lofted the
West Indian bowler for a six to raise
team's hundred in the 13th over.

Two quick wickets fell when
Bishnoi got rid of Iyer, who went for
a big shot, and Shami trapped rival
skipper Eoin Morgan (2), who
shuffled a bit towards the off side
but missed the line of the dipping
ball that caught him in front of the
wicket.
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Mumbai Indians

Total IPL matches played: 214

Won: 125 Lost: 89

Highest total: 223/6

Head-to-Head in IPL

Oct 2

3:30 pm

Match:

46

IPL 2021

Sharjah Cricket Stadium, Sharjah

Mumbai Indians

vs

Delhi Capitals

MI

Won: 16

DC

Won: 13

Matches played: 29

Highest total:
218/7

Highest total:
213/6

Delhi Capitals

Total IPL matches played: 205

Won: 94 Lost: 109

Highest total: 231/4
No

results: 2

Head-to-Head in IPL

Oct 2

7:30 pm

Match:

47

IPL 2021

Zayed Cricket Stadium, Abu Dhabi

Rajasthan Royals
vs

Chennai Super Kings

Chennai Super Kings

Total IPL matches played: 190

Won: 115 Lost: 74

No

Result: 1
Highest total: 246/5

Rajasthan Royals

Total IPL matches played: 172

Won: 85 Lost: 85

No
Result: 2

Highest total: 226/6

RR

Won: 9

CSK

Won: 15

Matches played: 24

Highest total:
223/5

Highest total:
246/5
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Flamboyant opener Smriti
Mandhana shattered a few

records en route to slamming
a magnificent maiden Test cen-
tury as India progressed to
231/3 in the second day's open-
ing session of the day/night
match against Australia here on
Friday. 

At the dinner break, India
were strongly placed, having
started the proceedings at 132
for one. 

The 25-year-old
Mandhana became the first
Indian woman to hit a centu-
ry in day-night Tests and also
the first from the country to
reach three figures in the
game's traditional format on
the Australian soil. 

Mandhana made 127 off
216 balls with the help of 22
boundaries and a six at the
Carrara Oval, and added an
Indian record of 102 runs in
Australia for the second wick-
et with Punam Raut (36), con-
tinuing the good work after
putting on 93 with Shafali
Verma on a rain-marred open-
ing day.

She brought her century
with a short-arm pull shot off
Ellysse Perry in the 52nd over. 

Mandhana wouldn't have
added to her overnight score of
80 in the second over of Day 2
but Perry overstepped. Replays
showed that the catch too
might have been debatable.

The India opener, howev-
er, overcame the early jitters
and went about her business in
a professional manner while
playing some lovely shots,
including a magnificent
straight drive off Annabel
Sutherland.

She looked set for more
but was caught at short mid-off
off the bowling Ash Gardner,
after playing an uppish drive.

Raut walked off after a
caught behind appeal despite
the umpire not entertaining
Alyssa Healy and Meg
Lanning's loud shouts.

Skipper Mithali Raj (15
batting) though got into the job
straightaway, sweeping and
driving Gardner for fours.

Brief scores: 
India 1st innings: 231/3 in

84 overs (Smriti Mandhana
127; Sophie Molineux 2/22). 
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Young wicketkeeper Richa
Ghosh on Friday became the

seventh Indian cricketer to sign
for the upcoming Women's Big
Bash League (WBBL) after she
was roped in by Hobart
Hurricanes.

Ghosh is set to make her
WBBL debut and has joined
Smriti Mandhana and Deepti
Sharma (Sydney Thunder),
Shafali Verma and Radha Yadav
(Sydney Sixers), and Jemimah
Rodrigues and Harmanpreet
Kaur (Melbourne Renegades) to
feature in the 2021 edition of the
Australian T20 league.

Ghosh, who celebrated her
18th birthday this week, has a
wealth of experience playing in
Australia.  

She made her international
debut at last year's Tri-National
Women's T20 series in the lead-
up to the ICC T20 World Cup,
before representing India in the
format's flagship tournament,
where they finished runners-up.
With a T20I strike rate in excess
of 100, Ghosh also made her
One-Day International debut on
Australian soil last month, as
part of India's multi-format
Australian tour.  "I'm very excit-
ed to be playing in the WBBL

this year," Ghosh said in a state-
ment posted on Hobart
Hurricanes website.

"I'm very thankful to the
Hurricanes for this opportuni-
ty, and I'm looking forward to
coming to Tasmania and meet-
ing up with my new team-
mates."

Ghosh has been roped in as
a replacement for Lizelle Lee,
who had recently withdrawn
from the tournament, citing a
need to take an indefinite break
from cricket after countless
overseas tournaments, bubbles
and quarantine requirements. 


