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Aday after the violence in
which 9 people, including

4 farmers, 4 BJP men and a
journalist, were killed, the
Uttar Pradesh Government on
Monday conceded the major-
ity of the demands of the farm-
ers in an apparent bid to con-
tain the fallout of the
Lakhimpur episode on Sunday.  

The Government accepted
a judicial probe by a retired
judge of High Court, �45 lakh
compensation to the families of
the deceased, a Government
job as per their qualification,
�10 lakh for the injured and a
time-bound action against the
guilty people.

Soon after reaching an
agreement, farmer leader
Rakesh Tikait and ADG (Law
and Order) Prashant Kumar
held a joint Press conference in
Lakhimpur Kheri sharing
details on their talks. Kumar
said very soon the name of the
judge would be announced for
the judicial probe.

The ADG said that an
agreement has been reached
with the farmers that the guilty

people would be arrested with-
in 8 days. He said two FIRs
have been registered, and now
police will investigate to nab the
guilty people. In one of the
FIRs, Union Minister of State
for Home Ajay Mishra Teni’s
son Ashish has been made the
prime accused by the farmers.
ADG also said that STF has
also been roped in to assist the
police to nab the criminals
behind this violence.

Tikait said that farmers
are satisfied with the
Government’s move and the
compensation given to the
families of the deceased. He
assured that farmers would
fully cooperate with the police
in the investigation. The agree-
ment was reached after two
rounds of talks between the
Government authorities and
farmer leaders led by Tikait.

Continued on Page 2
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While the winter action
plan 2021 has been ready,

the Delhi Government will
start its campaign based on ten
points to control air pollution.
On Monday, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal officially
announced that to combat win-
ter air pollution, his
Government will focus on all
factors — from vehicular pol-
lution to dust and stubble
burning. For this, the AAP
Government has constituted 75
teams to check dust pollution
and 250 teams to monitor
garbage burning in Delhi.

Kejriwal appealed neigh-
bouring States to come forward
and support the campaign with
the adoption of Pusa-based
microbial solution. “Our action
plan is ready. It is based on ten
points.  There is a green war
room and it will be further
strengthened by a programme
management unit of experts

from University of Chicago
and 50 environmental engi-
neers,” Kejriwal said.

“Other State Governments
should also spray bio-decom-
poser for free on fields, and
vehicles coming from NCR to
Delhi should also be convert-
ed to CNG to curb pollution,”
he added further.

The AAP chief mentioned
Air Quality Index (AQI) and
said, “I have been tweeting the
Delhi’s AQI from September.
Air quality is in moderate, sat-
isfactory and good category but
I urge all States to support

Delhi Government in fight
against pollution and forget
political differences.”

Illustrating ten points strat-
egy on pollution fight, he said,
“Delhi Government is supply-
ing 24/7 electricity so that pol-
lution/smoke from generators
is mitigated.”

Mentioning the construc-
tion of the peripheral express-
ways around Delhi, he said,
“Trucks now bypass Delhi
using the expressways, which
prevent them from polluting
the city. There used to be two
thermal power plants in Delhi

which ran on coal. These ther-
mal power plants would release
carbon microparticles in the air
which would heavily pollute
the city. We stopped running
the thermal power plants alto-
gether to stop this. Delhi is the
only State in the entire coun-
try where there are no thermal
power plants now. Factories
and industrial units in Delhi
ran on polluting fuels, we
replaced the entire system with
piped natural gas that stopped
industrial pollution 
quite actively.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre on Monday said
it will order a probe into the

sensational revelation made in
the Pandora Papers which
reportedly has names of near-
ly 300 Indians who have
amassed illegal wealth in tax
heavens in foreign countries.

Pointing out that
names of only  “a few
Indians” have
appeared so far in
the  papers, the
Finance Ministry
said investigations
in cases of Pandora
Papers leaks appear-
ing in the media will be
monitored through a
multi-agency group.

An international consor-
tium of investigative journalists
are behind the Pandora papers,
which are expected to come out
with more names on Tuesday.

Anil Ambani, Vinod
Adani, Jackie Shroff, Kiran
Mazumdar-Shaw, Niira Radia,
Sachin Tendulkar and Satish
Sharma are among the 300

Indians mentioned in the 
list so far.

“The Government will also
proactively engage with foreign
jurisdictions for obtaining
information in respect of rele-
vant taxpayers and entities,” the
Ministry said, adding that India
is part of an Inter-

Governmental Group that
ensures “collaboration

and experience
sharing to effec-
tively address tax
risks associated
with such leaks”.

The multi-
agency group

headed by the
Central Board of

Direct Taxes chairman,
with representatives from the
Enforcement Directorate, the
Financial Intelligence Unit and
the Reserve Bank of India, will
keep tabs on the phased dis-
closures from the Pandora
Papers indicated by the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ)
website, the Ministry said.

Continued on Page 2
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Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s eldest son

Aryan Khan and two other
accused in the much-discussed
mid-sea drug case will have to
spend three more days in the
custody of Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) as a city court
on Monday extended their
custody.

A day after the anti-feder-
al drug agency arrested him
and seven others and seized
cocaine and other synthetic
drugs from Goa-bound luxu-
ry cruise ship, Aryan and two
others — Arbaaz Seth
Merchantt and Munmun
Dhamecha — were produced
before Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate RM
Nerlikar, who sent them in

NCB’s custody till October 7.
Aryan’s parents Shah Rukh

and Gauri Khan were not pre-

sent in the court when the bail
plea of their son was heard.

Detailed report on P5
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For the first time in South
Asia, a drone was used to

transport Covid-19 vaccines
from Bishnupur District
Hospital to Manipur’s “floating
islands” Loktak Lake 
on Monday. 

The fully “Made in India”
drone flew from the hospital in
an automatic mode and
reached the Karang Health
Centre, nearly 26 km away, in
just 12-15 minutes. By road,
this journey is almost four
hours long.

“This is for the first time
that a ‘Made in India’ drone has
been used in South Asia to
transport Covid vaccine over
an aerial distance of 15 km in
12-15 minutes from the
Bishnupur district hospital to
Loktak lake, Karang island in
Manipur for administration at
the primary health centre. The

actual road distance between
these locations is 26 km. Today,
10 beneficiaries will receive the
first dose and 8 will receive the
second dose at the PHC,”
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Monday said, while launching

the ICMR’s drone response
and outreach (called i-Drone)
for the Northeast region.

This is the first step
towards delivery of Covid-19

vaccine in the remote 
corners of the country 
using drones.

The delivery model is
aimed at ensuring that life-sav-

ing vaccines reach everyone.
Drones have been very useful
in providing last mile deliver-
ies in difficult terrains.

Continued on Page 2
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The Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence has given the

Opposition a tailor-made
opportunity to take on the
Yogi Adityanath Government
in the run up to the State
Assembly polls. While farmers’
union held countrywide protest
on Monday against the death of
four farmers on Saturday,
under the wheels of convoy of
Union Minister Ajay Mishra’s
son, dozens of Opposition
leaders, including Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Vadra, were detained  on way
to the spot. 

At the same time, the
Opposition slammed the Yogi
Government and sought the
dismissal of the Union Minister
and the arrest of his son, while
accusing the State Government
of shielding them.

The State administration
took several preventive steps
strengthening police force at all
the toll plazas on highways

leading to Kheri. The cops
were instructed not to allow
any political parties leaders to
reach Kheri .

Continued on Page 2
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In a move that showed his
deep disenchantment with

his party, BJP MP Varun
Gandhi on Monday dropped
the BJP’s tag from his Twitter
bio and wrote a strong-word-
ed letter to Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath demanding that a
murder case under IPC section
302 should be lodged against
those involved in the death of
farmers in Lakhimpur Kheri.

Even as RSS-affiliated
Bhartiya Kisan Sangh (BKS)
alleged that  people involved in
the Sunday incident were “not
farmers” and belonged to “var-
ious political parties”, possibly
“leftist”, Varun sought a CBI
enquiry in the case in a time-
bound manner and �1 crore
compensation to the family
members of deceased farmers.

Varun’s decision to drop
the BJP from his twitter bio is
in line with similar moves
made by several recent defec-
tors like Jyotiraditya Scindia
and Jitin Prasada. Both had
removed reference to the
Congress from their twitter
bio before deserting the

Congress. Political circles are
abuzz with talks that either
Varun may leave the BJP or the
BJP may show him the door.

Nine people were killed —
four farmers allegedly run over
and four people in a convoy of
BJP workers who were lynched
— on Sunday as violence erupt-
ed during a farmers’ protest in
Lakhimpur Kheri district 
in UP.

While removing the BJP
tag from his twitter bio, Varun
tweeted , “I pay homage to the
farmers who were martyred in
the heart-wrenching incident of
Lakhimpur Kheri. I request the
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh
to take strict action in 
this matter”. 

Continued on Page 2

��������	

���
�������	���
�����������������
����������	��
����������	����
���������
�	�� ���������������	���

���	����	����	����
����������������

���������������
 ����!����	���"�
�		���#�$�����	��

New Delhi: Nobody takes the responsibility when such incidents
happen, the Supreme Court said on Monday when Attorney
General KK Venugopal referred to the “unfortunate” incident at
Lakhimpur Kheri where eight people were killed in the violence
that erupted during the farmers’ protest. Hearing a plea by a farm-
ers’ body, seeking directions to authorities to allow it to stage
‘satyagrah’ at Jantar Mantar here.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi,

along with his Council of
Ministers, on Monday submit-
ted a detailed memorandum on
vital farmers’ issues to Punjab
Governor Banwarilal Purohit
to forward the same to the
Prime Minister urging him to
impress upon the Uttar Pradesh
Government for taking firm
steps in ensuring justice to the
families of the victims of vio-
lence in Lakhimpur Kheri.

The Chief Minister, in the
memorandum, also reiterated
the need to urgently review and
repeal the three agriculture
laws which have caused major
resentment among the farming
community.
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Facebook and its Instagram
and WhatsApp platforms

were down in parts of the
world on Monday. 

Users of these three
Facebook-owned social media
platforms were not being able
to send and receive new mes-
sages from 9.15 pm ( Indian
time) in India.
Downdetector.com, a website
that tracks issues related to traf-
fic on major websites, also saw
a spike in number of reports
which confirmed that a large
number of people are unable to
access WhatsApp, Facebook
and Instagram. 

More than 20,000 people
reported that the WhatsApp
was not working for them.
The web.whatsapp.com was also
displaying this error message
— 5xx Server Error. This is the
third time the social media
platforms have got down.
Earlier in March and April this
year, WhatsApp, Facebook, and
Instagram faced major 
global outage. 

Facebook has more than
410 million users in India.

Continued on Page 2
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Ahmedabad: The final voting figure in
the Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation
polls in Gujarat that was held on Sunday,
results of which would be declared on
Tuesday, stood at 56.24 per cent, an offi-
cial said.

He said voter turnout remained
equally subdued in Okha and Bhanvad,
both in Devbhumi Dwarka district, at
55.07 and 62.27 per cent, respectively,
while Thara in Banaskantha district
recorded an impressive 73.55 per cent
turnout.

The turnout in by-elections to three
seats in two municipal corporations of
Ahmedabad and Junagadh and seats in
municipalities and district panchayats,
which were also held on Sunday, also
remained low at 27.20, 47.99 and 57.08
per cent, respectively, the official added.

By-election to seats in taluka pan-
chayats recorded an average turnout of
72.64 percent, the state election com-
mission said.         The fight is a three-
cornered one with the AAP putting in a
concerted effort apart from traditional

rivals BJP and Congress.
These polls have been held after the

ruling BJP removed Vijay Rupani from
the chief minister's post and gave
Bhupendra Patel charge of the top seat
recently.It is being seen as a litmus test
for the party's abrupt and surprising deci-
sion to change the entire government, as
it had registered a thumping win in the
local bodies polls held in February.

The BJP, with Rupani as CM, had
swept six municipal corporations, munic-
ipalities and a majority of district and
taluka panchayats.

A total 161 candidates contested in
Gandhinagar, with the BJP and Congress
fighting from all 44 seats and the AAP
from 40.

For 78 seats in three municipalities,
205 candidates were in the fray, includ-
ing 78 from BJP, 72 from Congress, and
52 from AAP.        As many as 24 can-
didates contested for eight seats vacant
in district panchayat bodies, with BJP and
Congress fighting from  all eight and
AAP seven. PTI
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Jammu: Protests were held in
Jammu against the adminis-
tration for allegedly failing to
protect the religious places of
Hindus in Kashmir after
ancient Bargheshekha
Bhagwati Mata Temple was
vandalised by miscreants in
Anantnag district.

Hundreds of Kashmiri
Pandit migrants, activists of
Bajrang Dal, Shiv Sena, Dogra
Front and several other organ-
isations held protests at various
places in the city demanding
that the culprits be brought to
justice.

They also demanded pro-
tection for the religious places
of the Hindus in the 
Valley.

"We demand security
around all temples in Kashmir.
If our temples are not protect-
ed and our people are not safe
in the Valley, how will KPs
return to their homeland? The
government has failed to pro-
tect our temples," said Sohan
Lal of the Jagti camp. PTI

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
Government is all set to restart the
mid-day programme across the
state to attract children to schools
after the Dussehra festival. The
mid-day meal programme offers
free lunch to children studying in
government schools, including
aided institutions. It was stopped
last year as schools were closed
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Government will
relaunch the scheme after the
Dussehra vacation in the last
week of October. The decision
was taken following the
announcement to resume pri-
mary schools for Class 1 to 5.
Mid-day meal will be provided to
children studying in Class 1 to 10. 
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Jaipur: The Rajasthan Board of Secondary
Education on Monday rejected BJP Rajya
Sabha MP Kirodi Lal Meena's allegations
that the paper of a state teachers' eligibil-
ity exam conducted recently was leaked. 

Meena had on Sunday alleged that the
question paper and the answer sheet of the
Rajasthan Eligibility Examination for
Teachers (REET) were leaked before the
exam commenced. 

The exam was held on September 26. 
Meena further claimed that the answer
sheet was leaked with the involvement of
an official of the secrecy wing of the board. 

Reacting to the allegations, the board
Chairman, D P Jaroli, ruled out the pos-
sibility. "The answer sheet the Rajya
Sabha MP is talking about has not been
sent for printing anywhere till date. The
original answer sheet is safely kept with
me," he said.  "The entire process is done
under my supervision. Hence, this is not
right to say that the answer sheet was
leaked on mobile phones. Levelling alle-
gations is very easy," Jaroli told reporters
in Ajmer. 

He said the question papers were dis-
patched to district-level committees head-
ed by district collectors on September 23
and these were kept in high security. 

The chairman said the board has the
experience of conducting exams with fair-
ness as it conducts the exams of secondary
and senior secondary classes every year. 

He also said BJP leaders should not
do politics over the matter, stressing that
no attempt should be made to demoralise
the candidates and the board.

Reacting to Jaroli's statement, RS MP
Kirodi Lal Meena said he should resign.

The board chairman should disclose
who were appointed the exam coordina-
tor in Jaipur (Rural) and Jaipur (City), he
said. Candidates harassed by paper leak are
waiting for your resignation,   Meena
tweeted. “Quit the post and go home,”
Meena added.

The opposition BJP has alleged that
the question paper of REET was leaked. 

The Bharatiya Janta Yuva Morcha also
held a protest on the issue in all districts
on Monday.  PTI
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Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
on Monday recorded 8,850
Covid cases as 74,871 samples
were tested in the past 24 hours
and the test positivity rate also
fell to 11.82 per cent, said a state-
ment from Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan.

Monday saw 17,007 people
turn negative while the total
number of active cases was
1,28,736, of which 11.2 per cent
were in hospitals. Another 149
Covid deaths were reported,
taking the total death toll to
25,526.  On the vaccination
front, 2.47 crore people (92.8 per

cent) above the age of 18 years
have got their first dose, of
which 1.12 crore (42.1 per cent)
have received both doses.

Meanwhile on Monday,
final year classes in colleges
opened and from October 18, all
classes will begin. IANS

6	�������-��4�47&
�	��#�������	��

Jammu: The National Investigation Agency filed a sup-
plementary chargesheet against two terrorists of the
Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen (TuM), including a Pakistan-based
handler, in a special court here on Monday in a case relat-
ed to smuggling of arms, ammunition and narcotics into
Jammu and Kashmir, an agency spokesperson said.

The charge sheet against Pakistan-based TuM handler
Zafar Iqbal alias Shamsheer and his associate Shaid Naveed,
both residents of Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir,
was filed under various sections of the Indian Penal Code,
Arms Act, and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, the
NIA spokesperson said.

The first charge sheet in the case was filed against seven
accused on June 24.  

The case was initially registered on December 27 last
year at Mendhar Police Station of Poonch district, the
spokesperson said, adding the accused persons were part
of a deep-rooted criminal conspiracy hatched by Pakistan-
based handlers of TuM and their terror associates based in
Poonch and Kuwait to execute terror activities and to wage
war against the Indian state.

The NIA said the accused in the case were tasked with
smuggling of arms, ammunition, explosives and narcotics
into the Indian territory.

During the course of investigation, a large cache of arms,
ammunition, explosives, narcotics along with flags, posters
and other incriminating  material belonging to the terror
outfit TuM were recovered, the spokesperson said. PTI
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From Page 1
ADG Kumar said the

administration was not allow-
ing political leaders to visit the
incident site as Section 144 has
been imposed there to prevent
further deterioration of the
situation.

“The leaders of political
parties have not been allowed
to visit the district because
Section 144 of CrPC is in
place. However, members of
the farmer unions are allowed
to come here,” the top police
officer said. The officer further
assured that they will not spare
any guilty person in the matter
and that arrests will be made
soon.”The post-mortem of the
bodies will be conducted as per
law and last rites will be con-
ducted as per their religious
beliefs,” Kumar said.

From Page 1
In his letter to the CM,

Varun said there is pain and
anger in the whole country due
to the brutal incident of crush-
ing of farmers in Lakhimpur
Kheri on October 3.       

“The way our annadatta
were crushed to death is unfor-
givable in a civilized society,” he
said. Gandhi who termed the
incident as “heart-wrenching”
said that the “agitating farmer
brothers are our own citizens”.

“We should deal with them
with great restraint and
patience. In any case, we should
treat our farmers with sensi-
tivity and only in Gandhian
and democratic way within
the ambit of law,” he said.

The letter also demanded a
CBI probe under SC supervi-
sion. Incidentally, Varun on
October 2 castigated those
who wrote Godse Zindabad. In
his tweet, he wrote: India has
always been a spiritual super-
power, but it is the Mahatama
who articulated our nation’s
spiritual underpinnings
through his being and gave us
a moral authority that remains
our greatest strength even
today. Those tweeting Godse

Zindabad are irresponsibly
shaming the country.

Meanwhile, seeking the
harshest punishment for those
involved in the violence in
Lakhimpur Kheri in UP, the
RSS-affiliated farmer union
BKS said people from various
political parties, and not farm-
ers, were behind it.

Describing the incident as
“unfortunate”, the BKS  in a
statement said, “The people
involved in the incident were
not farmers, they belonged to
various political parties. The
incident was carried out using
leftist methods. People were
mercilessly beaten to death
with sticks, something farmers
cannot do.”

The BKS claimed that the
way the people took the law
into their own hands and com-
mitted murders in public shows
that they were part of some
professional gangs.

Seeking the harshest pun-
ishment for those involved in
such acts, it said that justice
should be done to the families
of the deceased by conducting
an impartial inquiry into this
heinous incident at the
earliest.      

From Page 1
Meanwhile, Facebook has

issued a statement over the out-
age saying "We’re aware that
some people are having trou-
ble accessing our apps and
products. We’re working to get
things back to normal as quick-
ly as possible, and we apologize
for any inconvenience."

WhatsApp also issued a
statement over the same and
said "We’re aware that some
people are experiencing issues
with WhatsApp at the moment.
We’re working to get things
back to normal and will send
an update here as soon as pos-
sible." Meanwhile, people have
begun a meme fest on Twitter
calling out the server down a
normal routine. 

Instagram also posted a
similar message via its official
communications handle.
“Instagram and friends are
having a little bit of a hard time

right now, and you may be
having issues using them.
Bear with us, we’re on it!
#instagramdown,” it said. 

WhatsApp messenger
counts the country as its
biggest market with over
530 million users. Instagram
has over 210 million users in
India.

From Page 1
“It may be noted that fol-

lowing earlier similar such
leaks in the form of ICIJ,
HSBC, Panama Papers and
Paradise Papers, the
Government has already enact-
ed the Black Money
(Undisclosed Foreign Income
and Assets) and Imposition of
Tax Act, 2015 with an aim to
curb black money, or undis-
closed foreign assets and
income by imposing suitable
tax and penalty on such
income,” the ministry pointed
out,” the Ministry said.

Undisclosed credits of
approximately â‚ 20,352 crore
have been detected in the inves-
tigations carried out in the
Panama and Paradise Papers by
September 15.

From Page 1
“India is home to geographical diversities and drones can be

used to deliver essentials to the last mile. We can use drones in
delivering important life-saving medicines, collecting blood sam-
ples. This technology can also be used in critical situations. It
may prove a game changer in addressing the challenges in health
care delivery, particularly health supplies, in difficult areas.”

This i-Drone has been designed to overcome these challenges
by deploying Unmanned Aerial vehicles (UAV)/drones to
remote areas and hard to reach terrains. Currently, the drone-
based delivery project has been granted permission for imple-
mentation in Manipur and Nagaland, as well as Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.   The ICMR conducted an initial study in col-
laboration with the IIT Kanpur to test the capacity of the drones
to carry and transfer vaccines safely.

In a related trial, drone delivery start up Skye Air -- part of
a consortium for the Telangana Government’s “Medicines from
the Sky” project -- has successfully completed 175 deliveries in
a short span of 21 days.  Launched by Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on September 11 from Vikarabad, the pro-
ject is an initiative of the Telangana Government in partnership
with the World Economic Forum, Niti Aayog and HealthNet
Global of Apollo Hospitals. Earlier this year, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) and Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) granted conditional exemption to ICMR for conduct-
ing feasibility study of Covid-19 vaccine delivery using drones. 

The ICMR has partnered with IIT-Kanpur for the project.
The Centre said the exemption will be valid for a period of one
year or until further orders. Last month, Telangana launched
Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLoS) flights to deliver a payload
comprising vaccines.

Launching the initiative which would facilitate vaccine deliv-
ery to tough and hard-to-reach terrains, the Health Minister said
incorporating such technologies into the national programmes
would help deliver other vaccines and medical supplies too as
quickly as possible.

From Page 1
Kejriwal also said that AAP’s

tree transplantation policy also
worked helping in maintaining
robust eco-system.

Invoking masses for their
equal participation, Kejriwal
said that his Government will
ensure maximum public par-
ticipation to control pollution by
launching campaigns. “First, we
must stop the burning of stub-
ble. If Delhi can help by pro-
viding free decomposers and
eliminate the need to burn the
stubble, then other States can
come forward as well in appli-
cation of the same technique.
Second, vehicles coming from
NCR to Delhi should be con-
verted into CNG, too. Third, all

industries operating in NCR,
using pollution causing fuel
must shift to PNG. Fourth,
neighboring States having ther-
mal plants emitting hazardous
pollutants should be closed or
revamped with environment
friendly techniques. Fifth, brick
kilns in neighboring States
should change their techniques
to reduce air pollution. Sixth, to
eliminate pollution caused by
DG sets, areas of NCR should
ensure 24/7 electricity. Seventh,
areas of NCR should also be
marked with hotspots to iden-
tify and control pollution alto-
gether. These are our appeals
with the motive of coming
together and joining hands to
make our air purer and cleaner
and our health, healthier,” he
added.

From Page 1
Vadra was detained at Sitapur

police station while she was on way to
Lakhimpur to meet the farmers. Apart
from Vadra, Deepender Hooda
(Congress), Sanjay Singh (AAP) and
Chandrashekhar Azad (Bhim Army)
were also detained, while BSP State
chief Satish Mishra, Congress leaders
Pramod Tiwari and Salman Khurshid
placed under house arrest.

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav-- who refused house arrest and
tried to move towards Lakhimpur-was
also detained by the UP police along
with his uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav.
Punjab Dy CM Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa and Chhattisgarh CM
Bhupesh Baghel have been denied
permission to land at Lucknow airport.

Trinamool Congress supremo and
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee alleged that “killing Raj is
going on, instead of Ram Rajya” in
Uttar Pradesh, while Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep Surjewala com-
pared the BJP Government to “General
Dyer” who ordered firing upon peace-
ful protesters in Jallianwala Bagh in
Amritsar in 1919.

CPI(M) general secretary Sitaram
Yechury alleged that democracy was
being “throttled” while AAP’’s chief
spokesperson Saurabh Bharadwaj
termed it the “Hathras model” and
alleged that both the State and Central
Governments are attempting to cover
up the incident of Lakhimpur Kheri.

Senior Congress leader Deepinder
Singh Hooda on Monday said the farm-
ers’ agitation at Lakhimpur Kheri will
usher in a change of government in
Uttar Pradesh, similar to the change of
guard following the Bhatta Parsaul
episode a decade ago. (PTI)

The Congress demanded the
immediate dismissal of Union Minister
of State for Home Ajay Mishra and the
arrest of his son.

The party also demanded
enhanced compensation of Rs one
crore for each of the farmers killed and
sought immediate release of Vadra, who
the leaders alleged has been illegally
detained by the Uttar Pradesh Police.
The Congress also said it would hold
protests outside the offices of all district
magistrates across the country on
Tuesday to protest against the incident.

The party leaders protested outside
UP Bhawan in the national capital and
staged agitations elsewhere in the

nation. “We demand that Union min-
ister Ajay Mishra should be immedi-
ately dismissed from his post and his
son arrested forthwith. We also demand
that the minister should be booked for
the same offence as his son as he is try-
ing to protect him,” Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel said at AICC
Press conference.

Vadra, who tried to reach
Lakhimpur late on Sunday night, was
detained in Sitapur. Videos of her
furiously lashing out at police person-
nel for misbehaving with her and her
colleagues were also doing the rounds.
“The BJP government is doing the pol-
itics of crushing the farmers and fin-
ishing them,” she said on Twitter.

Saying that farmers will win this
fight for justice, former Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi added in a tweet
in Hindi, “Priyanka, I know that you
will not retreat. They fear your courage.
We will ensure that the country’s
‘annadatas’ win this non-violent fight
for justice.”

Meanwhile,  Jharkhand CM
Hemant Soren said violence in UP’s
Lakhimpur Kheri was a blot on human-
ity and  condemned the  attempts to
stop opposition from meeting vic-
tims’ families

Leader of Opposition in Karnataka
Assembly Siddaramaiah, State Congress
president DK Shivakumar along with
other party leaders staged a protest in
Bengaluru against the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence incident and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra’s detention.

Senior Congress leader Sachin
Pilot said the  alleged “manhandling”
of Vadra by the Uttar Pradesh Police
shows that the BJP-led state and cen-
tral governments are “scared”,.

Meanwhile, the death toll in
Sunday’s violence in Tikonia area of the
district went up to 9 after a body of a
journalist was recovered on Monday
morning. Police said that local jour-
nalist of Nighasan area, identified as
Raman Kashyap also found dead.
Deceased family members alleged that
Raman was lynched by the protestors,
who were wearing T shirts with photo
of Bhindrawala.

The journalist went missing after
Sunday’s violence and his body was
recovered from the agricultural field,
police said. Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra Teni, whose son
Ashish has been made prime accused
by the farmers had already alleged that
Sikh extremist group were behind the
violence. 
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After Ghaziabad Police
closed National Highways

9 and 24 in view of the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence, the
Delhi Traffic Police on Monday
briefly diverted traffic headed
towards the Ghazipur border.

The Traffic Police took to
Twitter to inform commuters
about the diversion.

In a tweet the Traffic Police
said that traffic coming from
Delhi to Ghaziabad has been
diverted from Akshardham
Setu towards Noida and Vikas
Marg for Ghaziabad. Traffic on
road number 57A has been
diverted to Hasanpur Karkari
Mod for Shahdara, Anand
Vihar and Ghaziabad.

Traffic had been diverted
from Ghazipur roundabout to
Anand Vihar, Bhopura Border
Ghaziabad via road number 56,
from Murga Mandi round-
about to Dr Hadgewar Marg
then Nala Road up to UP Gate
Ghaziabad for Vaishali,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad via
Paper Market and Ghazipur the
Traffic Police said in another
tweet.

In afternoon, the Traffic
Police informed commuters
that NH-24 has been reopened
and normal traffic movement
on the stretch has been
restored.

Eight people were killed on
Sunday as violence erupted
during a farmers' protest in
Uttar Pradesh's Lakhimpur
Kheri ahead of a visit by
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya. Farmers and
BJP workers were among those
killed.

Two SUVs were set on fire
by angry farmers in the clash
near Banbirpur.
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Alarge number of Congress
workers under the leader-

ship of Delhi Congress presi-
dent Anil Kumar held a
demonstration outside the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
office at Rouse Avenue to
protest against the killings of
farmers at Lakhimpur Kheri.

Addressing the gathering,
Kumar said that the Congress
will not allow the sacrifices of
the farmers to go unrewarded.
He said that it was not the first
time that murderous attacks
were mounted against the
farmers, as they were attacked
many times on the borders of
Delhi in the past ten months.

The party workers also
protested against the detention
of Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi, to prevent her from
visiting the farmers at
Lakhimpur Kheri, in clear vio-
lation of democratic norms.

Kumar said that the farm-
ers have been protesting for the
past ten months, demanding
the repeal of the three anti-
farmer laws passed by the
Modi Government, but due to
the arrogance of Modi and UP

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, high-handed
attacks were being mounted on
the food providers of the coun-
try, the humble farmer, to show
their political might.

He said that the Congress
will not allow the fight of the
farmers seeking justice to be
suppressed. 

A large number of farmers
from Delhi’s villages also par-
ticipated in the demonstration
and dharna. The Congress
demonstrators shouted slogans
and carried banners and plac-
ards with slogans such as
“Modi-Yogi Sarkar Istifa Do,
Istifa Do”,”Hathiyare BJP
Netaon Ko Phansi Do” etc.

Besides Kumar, prominent
others who participated in the
demonstration and dharna
were former cabinet minister
Krishna Tirath, Ramesh
Kumar, DPCC vice-presidents

Jaikishan, Mudit Agarwal,
Abhishek Dutt and senior
leader Parvez Alam.

Kumar said that the farm-
ers have been protesting at the
borders of Delhi, demanding
the repeal of the anti-farmer
laws, and over 600 farmers have
lost their lives in their fight for
justice, but the Modi
Government has been
unmoved by the plight of the
farmers. He said that when all
the pressure tactics and harass-
ment of the farmers failed to
work, the BJP hired goons to
run over the farmers with a
vehicle at the protest sites.

“The murder of farmers at
Lakhimpur Kheri was another
instance of the BJP and UP
Governments’ bid to break the
morale and resilience of the
striking farmers. The UP
Government’s attempt to paint
the criminals involved in the
murder as innocents was a
blatant attempt to hush up the
case,” he said.

He also alleged that the dis-
trict administration and the
police were reluctant to take
action against those who were
responsible for the murder of
the farmers.
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A30-year-old woman was
killed after a drunk man

slit her throat when she alleged-
ly asked him not to smoke in
front of her shop in southwest
Delhi's 

Police said that the incident
took place on Sunday around
10 PM and the accused, iden-
tified as Deepak, has been
arrested. 

The video of the incident
went viral social media. In the
video, Deepak is seen carrying
toolkit in his hand and a con-
versation is going on between
him and the deceased. Deepak
takes three four steps backward
and drops his toolkit in the
street and takes out a sharp
weapon from it. 

He, then, goes towards the
woman, who is carrying a
broom and she tries to save
herself, and somehow manage
to catch the victim. He slits her
throat and the woman fell on

the road. The accused then put
the weapon back in his toolk-
it and takes right turn toward
his home. 

People were passing
through the road but no one
came forward to rescue the
woman. 

According to a senior
police official, the deceased,
identified as Vibha, used to sell
vegetables along with her hus-
band in the area. 

The accused who lives in
same area, came at her shop
and an argument ensued
between them. Deepak, who is
a plumber and a very small
level contractor, was carrying
his tool kit along with him, he
said.

He was drunk at the time
of the incident. He took a
sharp blade from his tool kit
and slit the throat of the
woman. Vibha was rushed to
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital
where she was declared
brought dead, he said.
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The Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS),

Delhi government on Monday
issued a show-cause notice to
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital. The
show cause notice was issued
after the DGHS found the hos-
pital’s replies to their questions
to not be satisfactory.

The DGHS invoked Clause
14.1 of the Schedule appended
to Rule 14 of Delhi Nursing
Homes Registration
(Amendment) Rules, 2011.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MLA from Karol Bagh Vishesh
Ravi had been pursuing this
matter with the DGHS since
years, writing letters and high-
lighting the gross violations of
the EWS norms by the hospi-

tal like Non-admission of EWS
patients even when 95% out of
68 beds reserved for EWS
patients were lying vacant, No
grant of power/permission to
the Govt. Liaison officer to
manage the affairs pertaining to
EWS patients at the hospital,
Non-treatment of EWS cate-
gory patients at the hospital
(poor treatment of EWS
patients if treated at all), mul-
tiple unnecessarily hurdles
faced by the EWS patients for
the EWS card renewal, Merging
of the Hospital’s charitable

trust’s patients with EWS cat-
egory to refuse treatment to eli-
gible EWS patients, Refusal of
treatment to EWS category
patients citing COVID-19 as an
excuse.

He said that this strictly
emphasises that the hospital
has shown dereliction of its
responsibility towards EWS
patients by not complying with
DGHS guidelines on treating
EWS patients.

MLA Ravi said that the
hospital should not look down
upon any EWS category patient
and the issuance of show-cause
notice to Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital should act as a deter-
rent for the other private
Hospitals who show discrimi-
nation in the treatment of EWS
patients.
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The Public Works
Department (PWD )

Minister Satyendar Jain
Monday conducted a surprise
inspection to take stock of the
ongoing massive road recon-
struction drive.

He inspected the entire
stretch from Ashram to Kalindi
Kunj Metro Station. During his
2 hour-long inspections, he
visited the roads at New
Friends Colony, Mathura Road,
Gurjar Chowk and Kalindi
Kunj.

During his 2-hour-long
visit from Ashram to Kalindi
Kunj Metro Station, jain
inspected multiple roads at
New Friends Colony, Mathura
Road, Gurjar Chowk and
Kalindi Kunj. Satyendar Jain
said, "Filling up all the potholes
of Delhi is our topmost prior-

ity. The officials should focus
on working efficiently and
should thrive to complete the
work within the directed time
frame. The work of filling all
the potholes and reconstruc-
tion of roads is to be done
before 20th of October."

Satyendar Jain instructed
that in addition to repairing the
roads the officials should also
repair the damaged sewage
openings, open choked storm
drains, repair footpaths, clean
bell mouths and kerb channels,
repair non-functional street
lights and street-light panels,
lifts and escalators in subways.
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Delhi reported 34 fresh
Covid-19 cases on

Monday while the positivity
rate stood at 0.10 per cent,
according to data shared by the
health department. According
to the health bulletin, author-
ities conducted 34,038 tests,
including 26,258 RT-PCR tests,
the previous day. The death toll
stands at 25,088, it said.As per
the data, Delhi's infection tally
climbed to 14,39,000. So far,
over 14.13 lakh patients have
recovered from the infection.
“There are 398 active Covid-19
cases in Delhi and 118 of them
are in home isolation. The
number of containment zones
stands at 93,” the bulletin said.
The Capital reported 33 Covid-
19 cases on Sunday and 33
cases and one death on
Saturday.
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Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on Monday con-

demned the violence in Uttar
Pradesh’s Lakhimpur Kheri on
Sunday and the Uttar Pradesh
Police’s action of detaining polit-
ical leaders who had gone to
express solidarity with the farm-
ers. Eight people were killed on
Sunday as violence erupted dur-
ing a farmers' protest in Uttar
Pradesh's Lakhimpur Kheri
ahead of a visit by Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya.
Four farmers and four BJP work-
ers were among those killed.
Two SUVs were set on fire by
angry farmers in the clash near
Banbirpur after the vehicle that
was driven by a BJP Union
Minister of State’s aides rammed
into the growers.

Talking about the incident
and the detention of leaders,
Sisodia said this reflected the ‘jun-
gle raaj’ situation in Uttar Pradesh
under the Yogi Adityanath
Government. Incidentally, the

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Member of Parliament (MP)
Sanjay Singh was stopped by
police in Sitapur district of the
State. Singh was going to meet
family members of those farmers
who were killed and injured in
the  Lakhimpur Kheri violence. 

Hitting out at Yogi
Adityanath, Sisodia tweeted in
Hindi "Farmers were killed, and
Member of Parliament Sanjay
Singh, who was on his way to
meet the family members of
those farmers and pay his con-
dolences, has been stopped on the
roadside since late last night.”

“Yogiji, the tears of the fam-
ily members of the farmers will
weigh heavy on you," he added.
AAP MP Singh shared a couple
of video clips in which he is seen
asking the policemen at the spot
why he was being prevented
from visiting Lakhimpur Kheri.
“Why have you stopped me?
Show me the arrest order, I will
come to the police station. I am
going to pay my condolences.
Under which law is it a crime?
Just tell me why have you stopped
a parliamentarian? Do you have
any orders," the AAP leader
tweeted.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday sought responses

from 43 farmers’ bodies and
their leaders, including Rakesh
Tikait, Darshan Pal and
Gurnam Singh who are leading
protests at the national Capital’s
borders against the farm laws,
on Haryana Government’s plea
alleging that they have not
been participating in talks with
its panel to resolve the impasse
over road blockade here.

Haryana has moved the
application in the PIL filed by
a Noida-resident Monicca
Agrawaal who has sought
removal of blockade saying
that earlier it took 20 minutes
to reach Delhi and now it is
taking over two hours and
people of the area are facing
hardships due to protests at the
UP Gate on Delhi border.

“Issue notice, Dasti
(through messenger) as well,”
a bench comprising Justices S
K Kaul and M M Sundresh

said while taking note of the
plea.

“Mr Mehta (Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta), you
have made around 43 persons
as parties. How will you serve
them,” the bench asked.

Mehta said the farm lead-
ers are necessary parties in the
matter and he will ensure
serving of notice on them
and sought hearing of the
plea on Friday, that is October
8.

Mehta, representing the
State, said that Haryana has
set up a panel for holding talks
with the protesting farm lead-
ers who have refused to take
part in talks intended to
resolve the issue.

“Let notice be issued so
that they do not say that they
had no reason to come,” he
submitted.

The bench has now post-
ed the matter for further hear-
ing on October 20.

Haryana, in its plea, said
that the state-level panel was

set up by it on September 15,
2021 to hold discussions with
the farmers’ bodies but they
refused to come forward for
talks on September 19.

“The Dharna on Sindu
Border and Tikri Border is
being organised by Sanyukt
Kisan Morcha which is a body
of number of Kisan Unions
and the name of the parties for
impleadment mentioned here-
in above are the office bear-
er/workers of various Kisan
Unions, therefore, are the nec-
essary party to resolve the
issue”, the plea said.

The bench had in an ear-
lier hearing wondered by say-
ing that how can highways be
blocked perpetually.

“The redressal of prob-
lems can be through judicial
forum, agitation or through
Parliamentary debates. But
how can the highways be
blocked and this is happening
perpetually. Where does this
end,” it had asked.

It had also asked the
Centre what the Government
was doing in the matter.

The Centre had said that
it had convened a meeting
with the protesting farmers
and details have been men-
tioned in the affidavit.

Mehta said the court
should allow the petitioner to
make the farmers union party
to the petition, so that later
they don’t say that they were
not made parties in the mat-
ter.
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Border disputes, global
security concerns and

developments in maritime
sphere have increased the
demand for modern defence
equipment and India has to
focus on developing dual-use
technologies for military and
civil sectors, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said here on
Monday.

Underlining these factors,
he also said India has to go in
for research and development
for manufacturing state-of-
the-art defence systems. The
Minister also called for
enhancing its  domestic
defence industry to keep pace
with development around the

world.
Making these observa-

tions at an event organised by
the Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation(DRDO)here,
Rajnath said no corner of the
world is left untouched by the
changes seen in areas of strate-
gic affairs, military power,
trade, economy and commu-
nication.

“Countries around the
world are focusing on military
modernisation and demand
for military equipment has
gone up in view of global
security concerns, border dis-
putes and developments in the
maritime domain,” he said.

Highlighting some steps
taken by India, the Minister
said work is underway with a

focus on futuristic technolo-
gies like nano-technology,
quantum computing, artificial
intelligence and robotic tech-
nologies.

“We have moved rapidly
in the direction of not only
meeting our domestic securi-
ty needs but also exporting
technology and equipment to
foreign countries,” he said.

Stressing the urgent need
for self-reliance, Rajnath said
“Developing new technologies
indigenously is the need of the
hour.  Our vision of
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ is to
ensure that advanced tech-
nologies are developed
domestically. It is extremely
important not just for
strengthening national secu-
rity but also ensuring overall

development of the country.”
Describing private sector

participation as crucial to
achieving ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’, Rajnath said the gov-
ernment has taken a series of
reform steps to increase the
participation of private indus-
try in the defence sector
which has created a suitable
growth environment and pro-
vided a big boost to indige-
nous defence capabilities.

Cautioning against work-
ing in silos and laying special
emphasis on identifying cost
and time over-run projects
and delivering them efficiently
in a time-bound manner, he
called for strengthening the
linkages between academia,
Industries and the DRDO.
This collaboration, he said,
would ensure overall devel-
opment.

On the occasion, Rajnath
felicitated the winners of ‘Dare
to Dream 2.0’ Contest of the
DRDO and gave away awards
to 40 winners -  22 in
Individual category and 18 in
Startup category. He also
launched ‘Dare to Dream 3.0’
to promote innovators and
startups and provide a plat-
form for the young ignited
minds in the country.

‘Dare to Dream’ is the
DRDO’s pan-India contest to
promote Indian academicians,
individuals and startups to
develop emerging defence and

aerospace technologies/sys-
tems. The DRDO provides
technical and financial sup-
port to the winners for reali-
sation of their ideas under the
Technology Development
Fund (TDF) scheme.

The Minister also gave
away DRDO Young Scientists
awards for the year 2019.
Sixteen DRDO scientists,
under the age of 35 years, were
awarded for their outstanding
contribution in areas of their
expertise.

Congratulating the win-
ners of ‘Dare to Dream’ and
‘DRDO Young Scientists’
awards, Rajnath said, they
reflect the energy, enthusiasm
and commitment of the youth
of the country to create some-
thing new. 

He exuded confidence
that the winners in the fields
of innovation, design and
development will inspire
young minds and create path-
breaking innovation in future. 

The ‘Dare to Dream’ chal-
lenge, he said, represents the
vision and mission of the
Government as also the man-
date of the DRDO.
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The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) headquarters

here has directed all its forma-
tions across the country to
ensure that all the personnel
wear the CRPF disruptive pat-
tern uniform on every Friday.

The specialised wings of
the CRPF like the Rapid Action
Force and Combat Battalion for
Resolute Act (CoBRA) have
been directed to wear their
respective disruptive pattern
fatigues on Fridays.

Earlier, the 3.25 lakh strong
CRPF had directed its person-
nel to take pride in wearing the
khaki/combat pattern uniform,
as reported by The Pioneer.

“It has been decided by the
Competent Authority that all
officers and personnel will
wear the CRPF disruptive pat-
tern uniform on every Friday
of the week,” according to an
order issued by the Inspector
General (Administration) at
the CRPF headquarters here
MS Bhatia.

Similarly, the specialized
wings of the CRPF will wear
their respective disruptive pat-
tern uniforms on every Friday.
This order will take effect
immediately from the date of

issue, it said.
The order was issued on

Friday and circulated to all the
five zones, CRPF Academy,
Gurugram, all Inspectors
General including operations,
administration, RAF and
CoBRA. It has also been cir-
culated to the Internal Security
Academy, Mount Abu besides
the training centres and the
medical wing.

In June, the CRPF head-
quarters had issued a directive
to all the formations across the
country to take pride in wear-
ing the paramilitary’s
Khaki/combat pattern uni-
form.

The directive was then
triggered after CRPF chief

Kuldiep Singh took exception
to a number of officers and
men wearing the CoBRA pat-
tern fatigue while deployed in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Despite repeated reminders
for following the uniform rules,
even senior officials were found
to be flouting the norms in the
Valley.

In April, similar instruc-
tions for strict adherence to the
uniform rules were issued.

In the circular issued on
April 16, the DG’s office had
said, “Competent authority has
observed that officers are
exhibiting complacency
towards their uniform.
Uniform is a matter of pride
and officers must have an

exemplary turn-out at all times.
Commandants and senior offi-
cers should not hesitate to
point out deficiencies.
Henceforth, please ensure that
officers and the men they
command are smartly turned
out.” It called for a strict com-
pliance of the order.

CoBRA is a specialized
anti-Naxal force within the
overall command of the CRPF.
Likewise, the RAF, a specialized
anti-riot force, also functions
under the command of the
CRPF.

The CRPF was raised in
1939 but despite being in exis-
tence for over 80 years, the
paramilitary does not have a
patented pattern for uniform.
Besides the CoBRA, the Rapid
Action Force (RAF) also has a
distinctive pattern of fatigue.
The RAF uniform pattern has
been copied by the West Bengal
police and the disruptive pat-
tern of the CoBRA uniform has
been adopted by several state
police forces in absence of any
patents for these uniforms.

Despite being the biggest
paramilitary with lead roles in
various operational theatres,
the provisioning 
directorate of the CRPF has not
been able to get patents for the
different fatigues in vogue in
the Force and specialized wings
under its command, officials
said.

Besides inculcating disci-
pline in the ranks, a uniform
also helps in imparting a
unique identity to the person-
nel.
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Delhi: Unitech Group’s former
promoter Sanjay Chandra’s wife
Preeti Chandra and his father
Ramesh Chandra were arrested
by the Enforcement Directorate
on Monday in connection with
a money laundering case, offi-
cials told India Today. Along
with them, Rajesh Malik, a
senior employee of Carnoustie
Group was also arrested by the
financial probe agency. Sanjay
Chandra was earlier arrested by
ED, and he is currently in jail.

Sources have told India
Today that all three were sum-
moned by the ED for question-
ing in Delhi and later, all of
them were placed under arrest
for their alleged involvement in

the money laundering case. All
three were allegedly non-coop-
erative during the investiga-
tion.

According to sources, the
investigators have allegedly dis-
covered that the part of the
money which Unitech Group
received from homebuyers for
a project, was transferred ille-
gally to Carnoustie
Management (India) Private
Limited (CMPL) in form of land
parcels.

Last week, the Enforcement
Directorate had attached plots
in Uttar Pradesh’s Noida worth
�30.29 in connection with the
money laundering case against
Unitech Group. Agency
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The 5th Annual
Coordination meeting

between Director General,
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
and Inspector General of
Armed Police Force (APF),
Nepal began here on Monday.

The DG level talks are
being held from Monday to
Thursday to discuss border
related issues and to enable
better coordination between
both Border Guarding Forces.

The SSB delegation led by
Kumar Rajesh Chandra,

Director General, SSB will
hold talks with APF, Nepal
delegat ion headed by
Shailendra Khanal, IG APF.

The meeting will focus on
addressing and streamlining
mechanisms on how to
jointly curb trans-border
cr imes and t imely 
sharing of information by
both the Border Guarding
Forces.

DG, SSB and IG, APF
have been holding Co-ordi-
nation meetings every year
since 2012 alternatively in
India and Nepal.
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The Centre on Monday said
that 70 per cent of India’s

adult population has been
administered the first dose of
Covid-19 vaccine.

“Strong Nation, Rapid
Vaccination: India has admin-
istered the first dose of
#COVID19 vaccine on 70% of
the population. Under PM
@NarendraModiji, India is
achieving new landmarks in
the fight against  the pandem-
ic. Keep it up India, let us fight
Corona,” Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said in a tweet.

With the administration of
23,46,176 vaccine doses in the
last 24 hours, the cumulative
Covid-19 vaccine doses
administered has exceeded
90.79 crore as per provisional

reports till 7 am.
This has been achieved

through 88,05,668 sessions
held across the country, the
ministry said.

According to officials, 25
percent of the population has
been administered both the
doses.

More than 5.67 crore
(5,67,37,905) balance and
unutilised vaccine doses are
still available with the states
and UTs to be administered.

According to government
data, the average daily doses
administered in a month has
increased from 19.69 lakh in
May to 39.89 lakh in June,
then further to 43.41 lakh in
July and to 59.19 lakh in
August.

The average daily vacci-
nation in September has been
79.08 lakh per day.
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It is very easy to criticise the
Government or courts unless

you are in the hot seat but even
some of the most advanced
nations of the world faced dif-
ficulties in containing the
Covid-19 pandemic, the
Supreme Court on Monday
told a petitioner seeking probe
into shortage of Oxygen supply
during the second wave.

At this time when the
country is facing a difficult sit-
uation, people must be wary of
doing anything which may
have a demoralising effect on
the authorities who are dealing
with the crisis, the apex court
said.

The remarks were made by
the court while hearing a PIL

seeking setting up of a
Commission of Inquiry, head-
ed by a retired judge of the apex
court or the high court, or a
CBI probe into the alleged
non-supply and non-availabil-
ity of medical oxygen for
COVID-19 patients during the
second wave of the pandemic
from March to May this year.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and B V
Nagarathna while dismissing
the PIL filed by one Naresh
Kumar said, “Allegations with
regard to criminal wrongdoing
cannot be assumed nor can be
levelled lightly without ade-
quate material. In the circum-
stances for the reasons indi-
cated, we are not inclined to
entertain the PIL. Petition is
accordingly dismissed”.
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Over 60 years after its enact-
ment, the government

plans to introduce a higher
penalty and jail term through
a bill to amend the existing law
that is likely to come up in the
next Parliament session. 

At present, perpetrators of
such acts often get away
unscathed as the penalty for the
first time offender is just �50
under the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (PCA) Act, 1960.

Officials said that the
Ministry of Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries is reported to have
suggested adding to the 1960
legislation a stringent new sec-
tion that addresses the killing of
animals and “gruesome cruel-
ty” towards them. This section
calls for imprisonment of up to
five years and steep penalties
that may go up to Rs 75,000.
The ministry has also pro-
posed amending the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act to
hike the penalty for first-time
offenders from the paltry “min-
imum of Rs 10 to maximum of
Rs 50” to “not less than Rs 750
extended up to Rs 3,750 per
animal”.

“We are ready with the

draft amendment bill. We are in
the process of getting the
Cabinet approval,” Union
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries
and Poultry Minister
Parshottam Rupala said on
Monday.  He was speaking on
the sidelines of an event organ-
ised to celebrate World Animal
Day at Kamadhenu Goushala in
Guruguram. 

At the event, Joint Secretary
at the ministry and Chairman
of Animal Welfare Board O P
Choudhary said, “we have sug-
gested an increase in penalty
and even jail term under the
draft amendment bill. Penalties
have been suggested in a bal-
anced way”.

Officials said that as per the
proposals, gruesome cruelty or
life-threatening cruelty against

animals, for which the penalty
is Rs 50,000 per animal or the
cost of the animal as deter-
mined by a jurisdictional vet-
erinarian. This carries impris-
onment of one year which may
extend to three years or both.

According to him, the min-
istry will take the Cabinet
approval and place the draft bill
in the next Parliament session.
On Monday, the Union minis-
ter launched a portal of the
Animal Welfare Board that will
provide online approval to
those engaged in animal welfare
as well as those using animals
in film shooting.

The minister emphasised
the need to adopt scientific
methods to protect cattles and
setting up of cow hostel out-
skirts of cities.
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The Union Health Ministry's
eSanjeevani initiative on

Monday completed 13 million
consultations. As a digital plat-
form of healthcare services
delivery, it has gradually shaped
into a parallel stream for the
Indian healthcare delivery sys-
tem.

Andhra Pradesh tops
among the states that are lead-
ing in terms of adoption.

The eSanjeevani is a
telemedicine initiative of which
was launched in November
2019 by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. 

Around 90,000 patients
across the country utilise the
eSanjeevani platform on a daily
basis.

Two variants of
eSanjeevani - doctor to doctor
(eSanjeevaniAB-HWC) and
patient to doctor
(eSanjeevaniOPD) are provid-
ing remote consultations all
over India.

The eSanjeevani AB-HWC
will be implemented at 1,55,000
Health and Wellness 
Centres under Govt of India's
Ayushman Bharat Scheme, in
'Hub & Spoke' model by
December 2022. 

This facility is currently
functional at over 27,000
Health and Wellness Centres.
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Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Monday ‘cele-

brated’ her thumping victory
over the BJP in Bhawanipore by-
elections by launching a fierce
attack on the BJP Governments
particularly the one run byUttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath saying under the BJP
the largest State of the country
had turned into a death house.

The immediate context of
Banerjee’s attack was the death of
four protesting farmers at
Lakhimpur Kheri in UP when a
vehicle allegedly driven by the
son of a Union Minister ran the
victims over.

“Is this Ram Rajya … no this
isn’t … under the BJP UP has
turned into a killing field…
there is no democracy … the BJP
is anti-farmer, anti-people which
is why the BJP Governments do
not allow opposition leaders to
visit their states … they have
clamped Section 144 everywhere
… in every state where they rule,”
Banerjee who was sending a
delegation of Trinamool MP to
Lakshimpur Kheri said.She later
tweeted, “I strongly condemn the
barbaric incident in Lakhimpur
Kheri. 

The apathy of the BJP
towards our farmer brethren
pains me deeply. A delegation of
5 Trinamool Congress MPs will

be visiting the families of the vic-
tims tomorrow. Our farmers
will always have our uncondi-
tional support.”

Congress Lok Sabha Leader
Adhir Chowdhury too slammed
the saffron party for its “anti-
farmer, anti-people” policies
adding the people would never
forgive the BJP for its acts.

“The BJP is crushing to
death under the wheels of its
vehicles the very people who are
feeding them and the country …
They are running a barbaric
Government … They are run-
ning a Taliban Raj in India... what
they have done to the farmers in
Lakshimpur Kheri is simply bar-
baric.

Kolkata: There was further strain
on the much-touted Left-
Congress alliance with the Left
Front on Monday unanimously
deciding to field candidates for
the four Assembly seats of
Dinhata, Shantipur,  Khardaha
and Gosaba where by-elections
would be held on October 30.

CPI(M) politburo member
and State LF chairman Biman
Bose said that it is now for the
Congress to decide what it want-
ed to do “as for the past four and
a half months after the State elec-
tions only the Left workers have
been seen on the roads though
less in number … the Congress
has not been seen in action for
these many days … there was no
joint programme … mere tele-
phonic conversions do not give

keep alive an alliance … as the
Congress was not keeping touch
with us we have decided to field
out candidates in the four seats
… now it is for the Congress to
decide as to what they want to
do.” Though the Congress lead-
ers would not comment imme-
diately inside sources said that the
Left was not happy with the way
the Congress backed out from the
Bhawanipore Assembly by-elec-
tions allowing Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and the BJP a
free run.

The Left had decided to
leave the Bhawanipore seat for
the Congress and was forced to
contest the polls after the
Congress decided to showa “good
gesture to the Chief Minister” by
not fielding a candidate.
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The Congress High Command may have to
work overtime to bring normalcy back in

the United Democratic Front (UDF) as the
constituents have come out in the open alleg-
ing that all was not well within the UDF.

The Muslim League, the second-largest
group in the UDF after the Congress, declared
the other day that the Grand Old Party should
set its house in order at the earliest. Many local
chieftains of the Congress have quit the party
to join the CPI(M) and this is being seen as
a new phenomenon.

Though the Nationalist Congress Party
was an alternate option to those leaving the
Congress, the appointment of P C Chacko as
its State chief have not gone well with party
hoppers in Kerala. “Chacko is a turncoat from
Congress and the party’s central leadership
was unhappy with his show. That was why he
was side-lined which led to his exit from the
party and joining the NCP,” said a senior
Congress leader who was once close to

Chacko.
The State Committee of the Muslim

League which met at Malappuram last Friday
expressed the party’s anguish over the group
war in the Congress which is at its peak. “This
has affected the performance of the UDF dur-
ing the last assembly election. We ourselves
lost in 12 seats which were our traditional
strongholds. A committee has been appoint-
ed to study the factors which led to the defeat
of the party in these seats,” said P K
Kunhalikutty, Muslim League strongman.

But he ruled out the possibilities of  any
immediate realignment of forces in Kerala. “
Let the Congress set its house in order first,”
was all he said when asked about it.Most of
the veteran Congress leaders are unhappy that
they have been ignored by the new PCC chief
K Sudhakaran while reconstituting the party
office bearers. V M Sudheeran, former MP,
Speaker and minister, who was overlooked
during the 2019 Lok Sabha election and 2021
assembly election, does not waste any oppor-
tunities to take snipe shot at Sudhakaran.

KOCHI: People in Kerala would
see a different kind of Navratri
celebration starting on October
7. Sargolsavam-2021, being held
under the auspices of Kesari
Centre for Media Studies and
Research at Kozhikode, is a trib-
ute to Indian 
womanhood.

“Woman have to be respect-
ed and worshipped as a Goddess
and this is the message we are
sending through this event. This
should be seen in the backdrop
of the ever increasing number of
fatal attacks against women hap-
pening all over Kerala. 
The attacks have assumed alarm-
ing proportions over the last five
years,” said Dr NR Madhu, direc-
tor, Kesari Centre for Media
Studies, told The Pioneer.

As a prelude to Sargolsavam-
2021, an idol of Goddess
Saraswati , carved out of black
granite by sculptors of
Kanyakumari was brought under
a procession named Akshara
Rath Yatra to Kozhikode, the
venue of the nine-day long fes-
tival of art, literature and culture
and was installed late Sunday
night by Ali Manikfan,
Lakshadweep based marine sci-
entist and Vidhubala, yesteryear
film actress.

“Navrathri festival is the cel-
ebration of womanhood in the
form of  Durga, the embodiment
of strength and power,
Saraswathi, the Goddess of edu-
cation, art and culture, and
Lakshmi, the Goddess of pros-
perity. The Durga Pooja in
Bengal, Dussehra in Karnataka
and Saraswathi Pooja in Kerala
may differ in traditions. But the
spirit of the festival is the mes-
sage that woman should be
respected and adored,” said Dr
Madhu. PNS
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Aryan Khan will now have to
spend three more days in

the custody of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB), as a city
court on Monday extended the
custody of the Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh Khan’s eldest son
and two other accused in the
much-discussed mid-sea drug
bust case.

A day after the anti-federal
drug agency arrested him and
seven others and seized Cocaine
and other synthetic drugs from
Goa-bound luxury cruise ship,
Aryan and two others --Arbaaz
Seth Merchantt and Munmun
Dhamecha – were produced
before Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate R. M.
Nerlikar, who remanded them
in NCB’s custody till 
October 7.

Aryan's parents Shah Rukh
and Gauri Khan were not pre-
sent in the court, when the bail
plea of their son was heard.

In his order extending the
NCB custody of Aryan and two
others till October 7, Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Nerlikar observed in his order:
“All the offences under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act are non-bailable.
Therefore the question of bail-
able or non -bailable do not
arise. What is essential to con-
sider is whether the custody is

to be given to the NCB or not”.
“For the circumstances pre-

sented to me, it seems that the
co-accused possess intermediate
contraband and the present
accused (Khan) accompanied
them. Investigation is of prime
importance. It will be essential
for the Prosecution and accused
to prove is innocent,” the
Additional CMM noted.

Twenty-three-year-old
Aryan and seven others were
initially detained on Saturday
night and later arrested on
Sunday, after the NCB officials
busted a rave party and seized
13 grams of cocaine, 5 grams of
MD (Mephedrone), 21 grams of
Charas, 22 pills of MDMA
(Ecstasy) and �1.33 lakh in
cash from Goa-bound Cordelia
Cruises' Empress ship, off the
Mumbai coast here.

Earlier, Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) Anil Singh  root-
ed for the accused till October
11, by saying: "There is incrim-
inating material found through
WhatsApp chats with drug ped-
dlers. Raids are going on now.
Shocking incriminating mater-
ial in WhatsApp shows inter-
national drug trafficking." He
also cited judgements passed by
the Bombay High Court judg-
ments holding that all offences
under the NDPS Act — under
which Aryan and other accused
have been booked, non-bailable.

"Ultimately, the person may
not be found with commercial

quantity but then custody is
required to find out the chain or
links...Where is the financing
made, who is the source, all this
needs to be found out. So we are
only asking for a few more days
of custody,” the ASG averred.

"Taking drugs has become
very common. College going
kids are taking. Regular students
may get influenced due to the
high profile persons taking
drugs. Hence, we are trying to
curb the menace. All three
should be sent to NCB custody,"
the ASG told the court.

On his part, Aryan’s lawyer
Satish Maneshinde argued that
no drugs were found or seized
from his client. He told the court
that Aryan was a “special invi-
tee” by the organisers - and he
cannot be held responsible for
the seizure.

Presenting the argument
from his client’s point of view,
Maneshinde said: "The panch-
nama does not indicate anything
seized from me except my
mobile. My friend was arrested
because he had 6 gms of charas,
with which I was not connect-
ed."

"Upon further interroga-
tion, they have downloaded my
WhatsApp chats. While I was
abroad, they claim that my
chats indicate international drug
trafficking. The entire period of
my stay abroad, I have not been
involved in any trafficking, sup-
ply or distribution".
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The Bombay High Court on
Monday ordered that M/s.

Reliance Infra-floated SPV M/S
PS Toll Road Pvt Ltd be
impleaded in the case involv-
ing the alleged irregularities in
the Pune-Satara toll collection
project.

While hearing a PIL filed
by Advocate Pravin
Wategaonkar and Sanjay
Shirodkar, a HC Division
Bench of Chief Justice
Dipankar Datta and GS
Kulkarni wanted to know as to
know as to why the contractor
— M/S P S Toll Road Pvt Ltd
— had not been a respondent
in the case as the firm was
accused in the case and this was
a public interest litigation.
They directed the petitioners to
implead the contractor as a
party and adjourned the mat-
ter to October 25.

The petitioners had moved
the High court, following the
Maharashtra government’s fail-
ure to permit the CBI to regis-
ter a case against M/s Reliance
Infra in the Pune-Satara toll
collection project.

Earlier, Advocate
Wategaonkar told  the Court
that toll collection was contin-
uing on Pune-Satara National
Highway without completing
construction of six-laning and
after  the  Government of
India amended rules and
barred toll collection till six-
laning was complete.

The Chief Justice inquired
about the amended rule and
the petitioner read out the rel-
evant paragraph from Union
Govt. notification dated
December 16 2013. The peti-

tioner pointed out that as per
contract, construction should
have been completed by March
31, 2013. It remained incom-
plete till January 2020 when a
complaint was filed with CBI.

The petitioner also said
that as per contract, the con-
tractor was not entitled to
access Toll revenue collected
without achieving construc-
tion milestones. However, the
Contractor had in fact divert-
ed toll revenue collected to
Mutual fund investments. The
petitioner then read out rele-
vant paragraphs from the CAG
report.

The Court inquired why
Contractor is not made a party-
respondent as this is a PIL and
he is not made a accused yet.
The Court then directed peti-
tioner to implead the contrac-
tor as a party and adjourned
the matter to 25th October.

In their PIL,   Wategaonkar
and Shirodkar have stated that
on October 1, 2010, a six-lan-
ing contract of the National
Highway section of Pune-
Satara with Toll collection
rights was awarded to M/s.
Reliance Infra – which formed
a SPV M/S Pune Satara Toll
Road Pvt Ltd for the project -
- for 24 years including con-
struction period of 2.5 yrs/ 30
months.

The NHAI rejected a pre-
bid request for a longer con-
struction period of 3.5 yrs 42
months. M/s. Reliance Infra
formed SPV M/S Pune Satara
Toll Road Pvt Ltd for the pro-
ject. Six laning construction
remained incomplete about
ten years later in January 2020,
about the time a complaint was
filed with CBI.
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enemy and learnt how to talk
not only to the media, but are
now evolving as a political
class. They are organising
general strikes or bandhs.
And each time, their strength
grows. If we compare the last
few times farmers called for a
general strike, September 27
has been the most successful
in terms of numbers and
multi-region participation.
Apart from Opposition par-
ties, trade and bank unions
and others have joined their
ranks. Slowly, these strikes are
becoming a convergence point
for dissent. Indians from all
walks of life are embracing this
call to protest against various
shortcomings of the
Government.

Looking inwards, keep in
mind that 10 months have
passed at Delhi’s borders; ener-
gy after the Muzaffarnagar
Kisan Mahapanchayat and
Karnal blockade has been low.
As peaceful farmers blockade
Delhi, their biggest enemy is
not the Government but attri-
tion and ennui, which are
eating through their ranks.
Getting fresh faces and keep-
ing the morale high is a major
challenge for farmer leaders.
Hence they use the Bharat
bandh to galvanise their sup-

porters and motivate their
cadre. The fight against the
Modi Government is also a 
PR fight involving optics and
chicanery. The farmer leaders
constantly work to maintain
media presence and remain in
focus while disciplining their
own. Since the Government
has repeatedly tried to negate
their message, the Bharat
bandhs during the last 10
months are farmer leaders’
attempts to stay relevant in 
the nation’s attention.

Of course, it’s not all rosy.
The farmers’ leadership also
faces some challenges. The
first comes from farmers’
camps at Shahjahanpur on
the Rajasthan-Haryana border
where both the crowds and
morale seem to be dwindling.
Three prominent factions —
the BKU, Jai Kisan Andolan
and the Left — are supposed
to occupy this post but even 50
farmers weren’t present on
the Bharat bandh day.

These camps around the
city and at Shahjahanpur do
cause discomfort to the locals,
so more effort is required to
bring the locals over to their
side. By November 26, farmer
leaders should aim at having
heavier local presence at the
borders.

Many years ago when
Gandhi picked salt, he didn’t
destroy the British monopoly
but he did challenge immoral-
ity and tyranny. Similarly, the
Bharat bandh didn’t bring the
nation to a standstill but it has
challenged the Government’s
legitimacy. It has punctured
holes in the official narrative
and cast doubts in a trusting
nation’s mind. Are the farm
laws really that good? Ten
months on, the resistance
grows and another political
movement evolves. Its success
should be measured not by the
number of cars blocked or
Twitter hits, but by the
resilience it has shown and
hearts it has won fighting a
well-oiled political giant.
Finally, the biggest victory
for farmer leaders is that with-
in 10 months, they have con-
verted a “regional protest”
into a national revolution.
They have successfully
brought agrarian issues to the
centre stage and unknowing-
ly laid the foundation of a new
politics in India.

(The author writes on 
agriculture and environment,
and is a former Director —
Policy & Outreach, National
Seed Association of India. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — It was very tragic that four farmers
were allegedly run over and killed in UP’s
Lakhimpur Kheri a day after Gandhi
Jayanthi. That the farmers were mowed
down while disbursing from a protest site
is yet to sink in. Reportedly, some BJP lead-
ers incited party men and supporters to
indulge in violence. In the final analysis,
it is the mindset that the farmers need to
be taught a lesson and their lives are
expendable and the Government’s stub-
born refusal to repeal the three farm laws
that claimed the lives of the farmers. A
probe and compensation are necessary, but
they can’t bring back the lost lives. 

A ‘strong Government’ should be
able to do without adopting strong-arm
tactics against the farmers and the
Opposition leaders to prove its strength.
Uttar Pradesh is not a ‘no-entry zone’, a ‘for-
bidden territory’ or anyone’s private fief-
dom for the Yogi Government to stop the
Opposition leaders from visiting
Lakhimpur Kheri, even in ones and twos.
The cynical description of them as ‘polit-
ical tourists’ and ‘political vultures’ is typ-
ical of the BJP and its friends in some sec-
tions of the media. We are a democracy;
the Government can’t just put down
protests, deny the Opposition its space and
get its own way. 

G David Milton | Maruthancode  
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Sir —The World Teachers’ Day, which is
also known as the International Teachers’
Day, is celebrated every year on October
5 to honour teachers across the world and
to recognise their contribution towards
education and development. Many cultur-
al events are held on this day (or a day
around this date, if necessary, to avoid
school holidays) to emphasise the impor-
tance of teachers and learning and to
increase awareness and understanding of
the teaching profession and its importance.
The World Teachers’ Day was first held in
1994 as an initiative of the Unesco and has
been observed every year since.

Education equals liberation and, hence,
teachers play a crucial role in the growth

and development of students. We observe
this day as a tribute to the teachers, men-
tors and guides who have shown us the way
in life. In schools and colleges, this day is
celebrated with enthusiasm where students
do various extracurricular activities to
thank teachers for their valuable contribu-
tions, though the pandemic has slowed
down its physical celebration for the time
being. In Indian culture, teachers have
always had a very high stature. A Sanskrit
shloka (verse) — Gurur Brahma, Gurur
Vishnu, Gurur Devo Maheshwara — duly
explains the prestige and significance of a
Guru whereby it equals a teacher with the
three ‘key deities’ of India. 

Jubel D’Cruz | Mumbai
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Sir — The Pandora Papers is a leak of
almost 11.9 million confidential files
exposing the secret wealth and dealings of
world leaders, politicians and billionaires.
More than 600 journalists from 117 coun-
tries have looked at the hidden fortunes of
some of the most powerful people on the
planet. The papers make certain revelations

as to how some super-wealthy and influ-
ential people set up complex multi-layered
trust structures which are loosely regulat-
ed for tax purposes. People are shocked to
know that $7 trillion of taxpayers’ hard-
earned money has been siphoned offshore
in 35 nations by their national leaders. A
terrorist can hurt countries but it’s not as
economically devastating as this one. 

Even in India, there are at least 380
persons in the Pandora Papers, among
them Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s two
eyes — Anil Ambani (Rafael fame), who
declared bankruptcy in the UK, is rich oth-
erwise; and the other is Gautam Adani’s
brother. But it’s heartbreaking for cricket
lovers that their idol Sachin Tendulkar is
also among those named in the Pandora
papers. Regardless, such leaks lead to some
flutter in the media. However, with the
passage of time, everything’s forgotten
(whether it’s Panama papers or Paradise
Papers), and it’s business as usual. 

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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It was September 27 and a
Bharat bandh. And amidst a
blooming cotton field and
harvested bajra, I sat with

Krishna Lal, a millet farmer on
the Haryana-Rajasthan border,
discussing the farmers’ revolu-
tion. From his field, we could see
a long line of trucks and cars,
police vehicles, discomfort and
success of the farmers.

A group of 50 farmers had
blocked the Shahjahanpur bor-
der to protest against the three
farm laws. One naturally ques-
tioned, will these traffic jams,
roadblocks or Bharat bandhs
actually help the farmers? Is all
this worth it? The police and
truck drivers alike thought it was
a show. But sometimes a show is
needed to awaken others. Rising
fuel prices, unemployment, long
work hours and no pension
affected police personnel and cit-
izens alike. Having spent over six
hours among them, I hitched a
bike ride to Bawal and then a
Haryana Roadways bus into
Delhi. Contrary to news reports,
our bus crossed into Delhi
through Gurugram without traf-
fic jams.

But others travelling near
Ghazipur border, or in parts of
Haryana and Punjab, were not so
lucky. Traffic movement was
affected in many parts of the
country, much more than the last
time farmers called for a Bharat
bandh. Images from Bihar,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and else-
where confirmed that a lot more
people were taking the Bharat
bandh seriously. The Opposition
parties also lent support.

So what did this bandh
achieve? One, a nationwide
strike. From a “handful of farm-
ers” or “farmers from Haryana
and Punjab”, the farm leaders
proved that their message res-
onates across the country. The
new pockets emerging, whether
in Karnataka or Bihar, prove that
the movement is spreading. The
farmer leaders’ 10-month cam-
paign has got new support and
perhaps a new electoral con-
stituency.

But this achievement was not
possible without political matu-
rity. Sir Chotu Ram’s talisman to
farmers was “identify the enemy”
and “learn to talk”; it’s clear that
farmers have identified the
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In the run up to the 12thWorld
Trade Organization (WTO)
Ministerial Conference scheduled
to be held from November 29, 2021,

India has made two submissions. One,
subsidies given for maintaining food secu-
rity programs of developing countries
should be allowed without any limit andt-
wo, member countries who give trade dis-
torting farm subsidies in excess of $10 bil-
lion should eliminate them within three
years.  

India runs a mammoth program of
public stockholding for food security pur-
poses. Under it, agencies of the
Government like the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) buy agri-produce such as
wheat, rice/paddy, coarse cerealsfrom
farmers at the minimum support price
(MSP)and distribute at a heavily subsi-
dized price of Rs 1/2/3 per kg through a
network of fair price shops to meet the
needs of India’s poor and vulnerable pop-
ulation.

The excess of MSP plus handling,
storage and distribution cost over the real-
ization from sale (read: Rs 1/2/3 per kg)
is paid as subsidy from the Union Budget.
In this scheme of things, WTO has noth-
ing to do with the subsidy given to the
consumer. However, it is very much con-
cerned withthe price paid to farmers.

Being the guardian of ensuring ‘free’
and ‘fair’ international trade, the
WTOputs theactions of a member coun-
try under scanner to see if the MSPfor any
agri-commodity say, rice paid to its
farmersis higher than its international
price or, External Reference Price (ERP).
If, yes this is viewed as giving an unfair
advantage to them (read: farmers) in the
global market. The state support which
helps farmers in securing this advantage
is termed as a trade distorting subsidy.

The rules as specified in the
Agreement on Agriculture (AoA)  cap the
trade distorting subsidy -also known in
WTO parlance as aggregate measurement
support - at 10 percent of the value of
farm production for a developing coun-
try (for developed countries, the thresh-
old is kept at five percent). The intent
behind putting a cap is to prevent trade
distortion. 

This support includes “product-spe-
cific” subsidies and “non-product specif-
ic” like subsidies on agricultural inputs
such as fertilizers, seed, irrigation and
power. The “product-specific” subsidy is
calculated as excess of the MSP over the
ERP multiplied by the quantum of agri-
produce. Whereas the MSP is taken for the
relevant year, say, 2020-21, the ERP is the
average of the global price prevailing dur-
ing 1986-88 fixed in rupee terms. 

If the subsidy given by a developing
country exceeds 10 percent, it will be treat-
ed as violation of its WTO commitment.

The AoA came into force on January
1, 1995. For India, until 2005,   

MSP was less than ERP.Thereafter,
even as MSP was higher than ERP, the
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Virtually every school in
the country closed in
March 2020, replacing

in-person schooling with an
online piecemeal education
program. The learning set-
backs over the last one and half
years range from grave for all
groups of students to cata-
strophic for poor children.

As a parent of two school
going kids, from the start I
have felt thatthe elected offi-
cials had been more con-
cerned about reopening bars
and restaurants than safely
reopening schools that hold
the futures of millions of chil-
dren in their hands. This con-
tinues to be painfully evident
as the states enter yet another
pandemic school year without
enforcing public health policies
for post-Covid-19 mental well-
being in in-person schooling.

These policies were needed all
the more when the highly
infectious variants continue
doing the rounds and the
coronavirus seems likely to
become a permanent feature of
life which in most likelihood-
will push and pull the school
life years to off and online
mode every now and then.

Our kids have come out of
the toughest times on the
planet and have been doing the
best they possibly can, physi-
cally and mentally, for the lit-
tle time they have been on this
earth. Now that the kids are
returning to school, we must
know that the role of schools
need to be reimagined and
enhanced. Schoolin a student’s
life is not just academic, it is
also about overall development
-life skills, social and emotion-
al intelligence. The Covid-19

control measures have taken a
toll on thechildren, and we
have the mental health statis-
tics from WHO that paints a
bleak picture.

WHO stated that a fifth of
children and adolescents
worldwide suffer from a dis-
abling mental illness.
Epidemiological studies from
India suggest nearly 10-15per
cent of those aged 16 or below
suffer from a diagnosable psy-
chiatric disorder. Suicide rates
in Indian adolescents appear to
be several-fold higher than
anywhere else in the world

accounting for a fourth of
deaths in boys and 50-75 per
cent deaths in girls aged 10-19
years.

Schools have an unprece-
dented opportunity to improve
the lives of young people and
the authorities should recog-
nize this strength of schools as
a change-maker in the young
world. It is progressively
becoming necessary to expand
their role in providing services
for overall   development and
wellbeing. Authorities gov-
erning schools must recognize
and respond to the diverse
mental wellness needs of the
students accommodating both
different styles/rates of learn-
ing anddifferent states of men-
tal health they are in. Thereby
ensuring not only quality edu-
cation but guiding them devel-
op mental resilience to coun-

teract stressors of life; and
these allshould be enabled
through an appropriate cur-
riculum,teaching strategies
and resource support.

What students missed dur-
ing the pandemic waves are not
onlyacademic classes but,
sports activities, field trips,
music, while handling anxiety
and economic precarity all
throughout. Now, they must
leap into the future, with the
school’s help.We now need
professionals or trained per-
sonnel to teach the children
ways to improve their
moods/minds -- practicing
yoga, meditation andmost
importantly teach them the
concept and ways to bring in
mental resilience to stressors of
life. Schools should make avail-
able a space within the school
premises where youngsters can

immediately find a counsellor
or trained adult to talk with
who can identify problems
such as depression and anxiety.

Schools have the opportu-
nity to contribute to develop-
ment of children and adoles-
cents and provide scope for
interventions at all levels of the
schooling span. There’s a need
to train man power for
child/adolescent mental health
at various levels of schooling
especially the teachers and
student peer groups on screen-
ing and preventive aspect of
the mind management.

The government agencies
and also NGOs have an impor-
tant role to play in advocacy,
awareness and comprehen-
sive and continuous training of
man power for the wellbeing
of the future generation.

As a powerful socializing

agent, schools play a crucial
role in the transformation of
cognitive, linguistic and psy-
chosocial competencies and
creating happy, healthy and
harmonious schools for men-
tal health wellness of kids.

Lastly, about policy and
practices of mental health,
India is yet to develop a com-
prehensive approach to school
mental health promotion.
Currently child mental health
policy is non-existent in spite
of the dire consequences of the
pandemic times.  The five-year
plans, until recently, have set
aside only a few crores for
mental health with the child’s
mental health promotion
receiving a very low priority.
Lot of complexities exist in
multiplicities of laws related to
mental health and the associ-
ated disabilities.
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excess remained well within the 10
percent threshold.This was the
position until 2010. During the last
decade however, the equation has
changed. For instance, as per a May
2018 submission by the USA to the
WTO, during 2013-14, Indian
AMS on rice was 77 percent.

Meanwhile, the developed
countries of the USA and EU have
conveniently got away with giving
subsidies at a level much higher
than the five percent threshold
applicable to them. This is because
unlike India, which gives support
to farmers by way of MSP (besides
subsidizing agri-inputs), they give
direct cash benefit transfers (DBT)
to their farmers and it is impossi-
ble to establish that those
dollar/euro cheques cause any dis-
tortion in global trade.   

India- along with other devel-
oping countries represented in G-
33 - has been taking up at WTO
the need for what is termed as ‘per-
manent solution’ to address their
food security concerns. 

The 9th Ministerial
Conference (MC) in Bali (2013)
had agreed to a “peace clause”
under which “if a developing
country gives AMS in excess of 10
percent, no member will challenge
this until 2017, when the WTO
would look for a ‘permanent solu-
tion’. It came with several riders
such as submission of data on food
procurement, stockholding, distri-
bution and subsidies. These also
included establishing that subsidies
are not “trade distorting.”

In the WTO General Council
meeting on July 31, 2014, India
insisted on a time-bound action
plan to find a permanent solution,
to be executed before the end of

the 2014 co-terminus with the
approval of the Trade Facilitation
Agreement (TFA) - an area of great
importance to developed coun-
tries. This was a good strategic
move but it was abandoned mid-
stream. In December 2014, even as
the latter got away with the TFA,
the former got “extension of the
peace clause till a permanent solu-
tion was found.”  

At present, the peace clause
offers India a shield; but being sub-
ject to riders, it is not secure.The
bigger worrying point is that the
calculations - as per the formula set
in the AoA - leads to AMS figure
higher than 10 percent thereby
making it inherently vulnerable.
The focus should have been on
untangling this knot, but this was
put in the backyard even as Indian
negotiators plunged into celebration
mode over the December 2014
decision of the general council.  

In the MC-10 in Nairobi
(December, 2015), it was decided
that “negotiations on the subject
(read: permanent solution for
PSH) shall be held in the
Committee on Agriculture (CoA),
which will be distinct from the
ongoing agriculture negotiations
under the Doha Development
Round (DDR).Ironically, in the
MC - 11 held in Buenos Aires
(December 2017), the DDR itself
was dumped.

Now, the Modi
Governmentwants the upcoming
MC-12in Geneva to take up ‘total
exemption for support to public
stockholding for food security’.The
logic behind this demand is impec-
cable. The entire quantity of food
procured from the farmers under
this program is meant for poor and

vulnerableconsumers; it is not
available for export, hence there is
absolutely no question of these
supplies causing any distortion in
global trade.

It is bewildering as to why our
negotiating teamdidnot insist on
this at the time the AoA was under
discussion. Far from this, it even
allowed flaws to creep in the for-
mula for calculating AMS. First,
the MSP for the relevant/current
year is compared with the ERP
that prevailed way back in 1986-
88. Second, quantities not pro-
cured by Government agencies are
also considered for arriving at the
subsidy. Third, subsidy on agri-
inputs to resource-poor farmers
(they produce food for self-con-
sumption and have no marketable
surplus) is included. 

No wonder, in the calculation
done by the USA, for the year
2013-14 Indian AMS on rice was
77 percent. However, in a counter
to the US claim submitted by the
Indian Government, AMS for
rice works out to only 5.45 per-
cent. This is because the latter is
free from all the three aforemen-
tioned flaws. 

Despitelogic being on our
side, India’s PSH program will
remain susceptible to violating
WTO commitments unless
theAoA is altered to remove the
anomalies.In 2014, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi nearly grabbed a
golden opportunity to set things
right but it was missed. Will he
succeed this time around? What
if he doesnot?

The way forward is to replace
the existing regime by DBT to
farmers in precisely the same way
as developed countries do. 
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Washington: A new report
sheds light on how world lead-
ers, powerful politicians, bil-
lionaires and others have used
offshore accounts to shield
assets collectively worth tril-
lions of dollars over the past
quarter-century.

The report by the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists
involved 600 journalists from
150 media outlets in 117 coun-
tries. It’s being dubbed the
“Pandora Papers” because the
findings shed light on the pre-
viously hidden dealings of the
elite and the corrupt.

Hundreds of politicians,
celebrities, religious leaders
and drug dealers have been
hiding their investments in
mansions, exclusive beachfront
property, yachts and other
assets, according to a review of
nearly 12 million files obtained
from 14 firms located around
the world.

The more than 330 current
and former politicians identi-
fied as beneficiaries of the
secret accounts include Jordan’s
King Abdullah II, former UK
Prime Minister Tony Blair,
Czech Republic Prime Minister
Andrej Babis, Kenyan President
Uhuru Kenyatta, Ecuador’s
President Guillermo Lasso, and
associates of both Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

The billionaires called out
in the report include Turkish
construction mogul Erman
Ilicak and Robert T. Brockman,
the former CEO of software
maker Reynolds & Reynolds.

Many of the accounts were
designed to evade taxes and
conceal assets for other shady
reasons, according to the
report.

“The new data leak must
be a wake-up call,” said Sven
Giegold, a Green party law-

maker in the European
Parliament. “Global tax evasion
fuels global inequality. We need
to expand and sharpen the
countermeasures now.”

Oxfam International, a
British consortium of charities,
applauded the Pandora Papers
for exposing brazen examples
of greed that deprived countries
of tax revenue that could be
used to finance programs and
projects for the greater good.

“This is where our missing
hospitals are,” Oxfam said in a
statement. “This is where the
pay-packets sit of all the extra
teachers and firefighters and
public servants we need.
Whenever a politician or busi-
ness leader claims there is no
money’’ to pay for climate
damage and innovation, for
more and better jobs, for a fair
post-COVID recovery, for
more overseas aid, they know
where to look.”

The Pandora Papers are a
follow-up to a similar project
released in 2016 called the
“Panama Papers” compiled by
the same journalistic group.

The latest bombshell is

even more expansive, relying
on nearly 3 terabytes of data —
the equivalent of roughly
750,000 photos on a smart-

phone — leaked from 14 dif-
ferent service providers doing
business in 38 different juris-
dictions in the world. AP

Amman: Jordan’s King
Abdullah II denied Monday
any impropriety in his purchase
of luxury homes abroad, seek-
ing to contain a budding scan-
dal over reports of lavish
spending at a time when his
country is mired in recession
and coping with soaring unem-
ployment.

The purchases reportedly
worth more than $100 million
became public Sunday, when
the International Consortium
of Investigative Journalists
reported that hundreds of
world leaders, politicians, bil-
lionaires, celebrities, religious
leaders and drug dealers have
been hiding their investments

in mansions, exclusive beach-
front property, yachts and other
assets for the past quarter-
century.

Abdullah, whose popular-
ity took a hit earlier this year
when his half-brother accused
the country’s leadership of cor-
ruption, said he kept quiet
about the transactions because
of security concerns. He also
said no public funds were used.

Beyond possible domestic
repercussions, the report
threatened to affect Jordan’s
critical relationship with the
international community.
Jordan, seen as a stable, pro-
Western bulwark in a volatile
region, relies on billions of
dollars of international aid.

“Any allegations that link
these private properties to pub-
lic funds or assistance are base-
less and deliberate attempts to
distort facts,” a statement from
the Royal Hashemite Court
said Monday.

It called any such sugges-
tions “defamatory and designed
to target Jordan’s reputation as
well as his majesty’s credibility”.
But in a sign the palace was con-
cerned by the report of the pur-
chases, Jordanian media, much
of which is directly or indirect-
ly controlled by the palace,
made no mention of it. AP
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Bangkok: Malaysia’s main
opposition leader called
Monday for information found
in the Pandora Papers data leak
to be discussed in Parliament,
after learning the country’s
former finance minister and
several current officials might
have been involved with off-
shore firms set up in tax
havens.

Opposition leader Anwar
Ibrahim asked for a debate of
this “urgent issue, as it has
mentioned some big names in
the country.” He identified for-
mer Finance Minister Daim
Zainudddin as well as current
Finance Minister Tengku
Zafrul Aziz and three other
politicians.

“I believe this matter is in

the interest of the people,
because it is also mentions the
names of government and
opposition political figures,”
he wrote in a Facebook post to
which he attached his formal
request for a parliamentary
debate.

Zafrul, a banker who was
appointed finance minister last
year, said in a statement that he
had ended ties with the hold-
ing company and bank men-
tioned in the report by 2010.

He suggested he was con-
sidering suing online news
portal Malaysiakini, the only
Malaysian media organization
that was listed as being involved
in the leak of documents to the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists. AP

Islamabad: Pakistan’s several
ministers, retired civilian and
military officials, business-
men as well as owners of the
top media outlets were named
in the Pandora Papers follow-
ing an investigation uncover-
ing financial secrets held by
high-profile individuals,
prompting Prime Minister
Imran Khan to promise to
investigate all the citizens
mentioned in the leaks.

The International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists (ICIJ) on Sunday
unveiled “Pandora Papers”,
according to which Finance
Minister Shaukat Tarin,
Minister for Water Resources
Moonis Elahi, Senator Faisal
Vawda, the family of Minister
for Industries and Production
Khusro Bakhtiar, among oth-
ers, had links with offshore
companies.

In addition to key mem-
bers of Khan’s Cabinet, retired
civilian and military officials,
businessmen as well as own-
ers of the country’s top media
outlets have owned companies
and trusts holding millions of
dollars in offshore jurisdic-
tions, according to The News
newspaper.

The paper reported that
probe named as the Pandora
Papers showed that the retired
military officials who owned
offshore companies or prop-
erties include Lt Gen (retd)
Muhammad Afzal Muzaffar’s
son, Major General (retd)
Nusrat Naeem, Lt Gen (retd)
Khalid Maqbool’s son-in-law,
Lt-Gen (retd) Tanvir Tahir’s
wife, Lt-Gen (retd) Ali Kuli
Khan’s sister, Air Chief Marshal
Abbas Khattak’s sons and
retired army officer and politi-
cian Raja Nadir Pervez. PTI
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Kabul: Taliban forces raided an
Islamic State affiliate’s hideout
in the Afghan capital and killed
several insurgents, hours after
a deadly bombing outside a
mosque in Kabul, the Taliban
said Monday.

Sunday’s bombing outside
the Eid Gah mosque killed five
civilians, and while no claim of
responsibility was made, sus-
picion quickly fell on the
Islamic State group, which has
ramped up attacks against its
Taliban enemy since their
takeover of Kabul in mid-
August. Taliban officials had
gathered at the mosque to
mourn the passing of Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid’’s mother.

In a statement Monday,
Mujahid said Taliban forces
raided an Islamic State opera-
tions center in the northern
Kabul neighborhood of Khair
Khana. It did not say how
many IS insurgents killed or
whether any Taliban were
injured in the operation.

Sunday’s bombing was the
deadliest attack since the
Taliban took control of
Afghanistan with the chaotic
departure of the last U.S. troops
on August 31.

The Islamic State group
had claimed responsibility for
the horrific bombing on
August 26 that killed more than
169 Afghans and 13 U.S. mili-
tary personnel outside the
Kabul airport, where thou-
sands of people were trying to
reach the airport to escape
Taliban rule.

The Islamic State
reemerged in Afghanistan in
2020 after being weakened by
a heavy U.S. bombing cam-
paign directed against them in
the eastern part of the country
in 2019. They were blamed for
a horrific attack in 2020 on a
maternity hospital that killed
24 people, including newborn

babies. Earlier this year, they
were held responsible for a bru-
tal attack on a school in
Afghanistan’s mostly Shiite
neighborhood of Dasht-e-
Barchi that killed more than 80
students.

Sunday’s bombing under-
scores the growing challenges
for the Taliban. The group
carried out frequent attacks
during their 20-year insur-
gency, but are now faced with
trying to contain rival militants
who have used the same meth-
ods. And they are doing so dur-
ing a national economic melt-
down without the massive for-
eign aid given to U.S.-backed
government they toppled. AP
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Kabul: It wasn’t 7 a.m. yet and
already the line outside the
police station’’s gates was long,
with men bringing their com-
plaints and demands for jus-
tice to Afghanistan’s new
Taliban rulers.

Something new they
immediately found: The
Taliban fighters who are now
the policemen don’’t demand
bribes like police officers did
under the U.S-backed gov-
ernment of the past 20 years.

“Before, everyone was
stealing our money,” said Hajj
Ahmad Khan, who was
among those in line at the
Kabul District 8 police station
on a recent day.

“Everywhere in our vil-
lages and in government

offices, everyone had their
hands out,” he said.

Many Afghans fear the
harsh ways of the Taliban,
their hard-line ideology or
their severe restrictions of
women’s freedoms. But the
movement does bring a rep-
utation for not being cor-
rupt, a stark contrast to the
government it ousted, which
was notoriously rife with
bribery, embezzlement and
graft.

Even residents who shud-
der at the potential return of
punishments - such as chop-
ping off the hands of thieves
- say some security has
returned to Kabul since the
Taliban swept in on Aug. 15.

AP
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Washington: The Biden
administration will revisit the
phase one trade agreement
signed with China last year, a
senior official said on Monday,
asserting that the US Trade
Representative will soon
resume direct engagement with
her Chinese counterpart to
outline a new approach to the
bilateral relationship.

In January last year, the US
signed the first phase of the
trade deal with China, which
former president Donald
Trump described as historic,
concluding more than a year of
tough negotiations including
several months of suspension
of talks between the two largest
economies of the world.

The agreement was signed
by Trump and Chinese Vice
Premier Liu He, Politburo
Member and Vice Premier of
China. The first phase of the
trade deal includes Intellectual
Property (IP) Protection and
Enforcement, ending forced
technology transfer, dramatic
expansion of American agri-
culture, removing barriers to
American financial services,
ending currency manipulation,
rebalancing the US-China
trade relationship and effective
dispute resolution.

US Trade Representative

(USTR) Katherine Tai is sched-
uled to deliver a major policy
address on this issue later in the
day. “We will revisit the phase
one agreement and emphasize
that China must follow through
on the commitments it has
made. “Second, we will start a
targeted tariff-exclusion
process. We will also keep
open the potential for addi-
tional exclusion processes in
the future,” the senior admin-
istration official said ahead of
her speech.

“Third, in the coming days,
Ambassador Tai will resume
direct engagement with her
counterpart in China. This
will include discussions with
China regarding its commit-
ments under phase one, but it
will also be a chance for
Ambassador Tai to reiterate
that the United States will
defend itself, using all available
tools, from state-directed
industrial policies that harm
our workers, producers, and
overall economic interests,” the
official said.

According to the official,
the Biden administration will
work with its allies and like-
minded partners towards
building an international trad-
ing system that is fair and
allows for  competition. PTI
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Tokyo: Japan’s parliament on
Monday elected Fumio
Kishida, a former moderate
turned hawk, as prime minis-
ter. He’ll face an economy bat-
tered by the pandemic, securi-
ty threats from China and
North Korea and leadership of
a political party whose popu-
larity is sagging ahead of a fast-
approaching crucial national
election.

With his party and its
coalition partner holding a
majority in both houses,
Kishida won by a comfortable
margin against Yukio Edano,
head of the largest opposition
Constitutional Democratic
Party of Japan. Kishida and his
new Cabinet will be sworn in
at a palace ceremony later in
the day.

He replaces Yoshihide
Suga, who resigned after only
one year in office as his support

plunged over his government’s
handling of the pandemic and
insistence on holding the Tokyo
Olympics as the virus spread.

Kishida is expected to
make a policy speech in
Parliament on Friday but is
looking to dissolve the lower
house to hold elections on
October 31, Japanese media
reported. Observers see the
early date as a move to take
advantage of his government’’s
fresh image to rally support.

Jun Azumi, senior
Constitutional Democratic
Party lawmaker, criticized
Kishida over his plan to dis-
solve the lower house in just
over a week. “It’’s like a deli-
catessen that forces customers
to buy without a chance to try
samples.” A former Foreign
Minister, Kishida, 64, used to
be known as a moderate but
turned hawkish on security. AP
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Addis Ababa: Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed has been sworn in for a
second five-year term running a coun-
try in the grip of a nearly year-long war.

Abiy’s Prosperity Party was declared
the winner of parliamentary elections
earlier this year in a vote criticised and
at times boycotted by opposition par-
ties but described by some outside elec-
toral observers as better run than those
in the past.

The prime minister, the 2019 Nobel
Peace Prize winner for restoring ties
with neighbouring Eritrea and for pur-
suing sweeping political reforms, now
faces major challenges as war in the
Tigray region spreads into other parts
of the country, deadly ethnic violence
continues and watchdogs warn that
repressive government practices are on
the return.

The 11-month war is weakening

Ethiopia’s economy, once one of Africa’’s
fastest-growing, and threatening to iso-
late Abiy, once seen as a regional peace-
maker. Just four African heads of state
— from Nigeria, Senegal and neigh-
bouring Somalia and Djibouti — were
attending Monday’s ceremony.

Ethiopia’’s government last week
faced condemnation from the United
Nations, United States and several
European nations after it expelled seven
U.N. officials it accused of supporting
the Tigray forces who have been battling
Ethiopian and allied forces. The gov-
ernment is under growing pressure as
people begin to starve to death in Tigray
under what the U.N. has called a “de
facto humanitarian blockade.” Last
week the U.N. humanitarian chief told
The Associated Press that the situation
in Ethiopia is a “stain on our conscience.”

AP
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Stockholm: Two scientists won the Nobel Prize
in medicine on Monday for their discoveries into
how the human body perceives temperature and
touch, revelations that could lead to new ways
of treating pain or even heart disease.

Americans David Julius and Ardem
Patapoutian separately identified receptors in the
skin as part of their work in the field of
somatosensation, which explores the ability of
specialized organs such as eyes, ears and skin to
see, hear and feel. Julius used capsaicin, the active
component in chili peppers, to help pinpoint the
nerve sensors that respond to heat, while
Patapoutian found pressure-sensitive sensors in
cells that respond to mechanical stimulation, the
committee said. AP
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Seoul: South and North Korea
restored their direct communi-
cation lines on Monday, raising
hopes for the resumption of
stalled dialogue amid a deadlock
in denuclearization talks. The
two sides had contact through
a military hotline and a separate
joint liaison office channel,
Yonhap News Agency quoted
South Korean officials as saying.
Hours earlier, North Korea’s
media announced that the lines
would be back to normal as of
9 a.m. on the day. IANS
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Markets regulator Sebi on
Monday proposed a min-

imum price band of 5 per cent
for public issues through book
built process and sub-cate-
gorisation of non-institutional
investors. 

Sebi has invited comments on
its proposals in a consultation

paper for review of price band
and book building framework
for public issues. The com-
ments can be submitted till
October 20, 2021. 

The recommendations
came as Sebi observed that the
price band provided by issuer
companies on the main board
are extremely narrow. 

Several concerns were
deliberated upon by the
Primary Market Advisory
Committee (PMAC). “The
objective of fair and transpar-
ent price discovery mecha-
nism in a book built issue
appears to have been diluted
over time due to evolving mar-
ket practices,” it said. 

New Delhi:Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said the advise given
by company secretaries to busi-
nesses is going to make a lot of
difference as only “well-man-
aged” companies following
good governance practices are
attracting investors.

She also said Indian com-
panies have done extraordi-
narily well in the last year with
regard to attracting investments
because of their transparency
and better compliance.In the
last few years, the rate at which
compliance-related issues have
become the main cause for

companies to fail to live up to
the expectations of investors,
well-managed companies,
companies which are more
transparent in its functioning.
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The Indian rupee tumbled 19
paise to end at its weakest

level in over six weeks of 74.31
against the US dollar on
Monday as a stronger green-
back against key rivals and ris-
ing crude oil prices weighed on
investor sentiment.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 74.16 and
witnessed an intra-day high of
74.13 and a low of 74.41 against
the US dollar.

The local unit finally set-
tled at 74.31 a dollar, down 19
paise over its previous close.
This was the rupee’s lowest
closing since August 20 this
year. 

“The rupee traded weak as
dollar index rallied on the
back of US FED tapering bond-
buying hints in weeks ahead,”
said Jateen Trivedi, Senior
Research Analyst at LKP
Securities.

New Delhi:Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth on Monday
said India has got on the path
of economic recovery aided by

various government reforms in
the last seven years under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership.������ <,=�-,:65

Petrol and diesel prices
remained unchanged on

Monday after the pump prices
of both fuels rose simultane-
ously for four consecutive days
taking up its retail rates by over
�1 per litre. Benchmark crude
prices have settled at a tad
lower level of $ 79 a barrel now
after shooting over a three-year
high level of $ 80 a barrel early
last week. This has given some
room to OMCs to halt fuel
price rise.With no change in
fuel prices, diesel continues to
be priced at �90.77 per litre
while petrol maintains its price-

line at �102.39 a litre in Delhi.
Petrol prices had main-

tained stability since September
5, but oil companies finally
raised the pump prices last
week on Tuesday given a spurt
in the product prices lately. It
has now followed diesel with
regular hikes in prices for the
last four days before the pause
on Monday. Diesel prices on
the other hand has increased
on eight of the last 11 days that
has raised its retail price by over
Rs 2.15 per litre:The OMCs had
earlier preferred to maintain
their watch prices on global oil
situation before making any
revision in rates. 
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Investors’ wealth grew by �
3,10,851.75 crore on Monday

as markets made a comeback
after falling for four days.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark jumped 533.74 points or
0.91 per cent to 59,299.32.
During the day, it zoomed
783.24 points to 59,548.82. 

In fours days (Tuesday-
Friday) last week, the bench-
mark tumbled 1,312.3 points.

Following the rally, the
market capitalisation of BSE-
listed companies gained �
3,10,851.75 crore to reach �
2,62,71,347.10 crore on
Monday.

“Indian equities rebound-

ed after witnessing selling pres-
sure for last four days ahead of
RBI MPC meet and earnings
season that is due to start this
week.

The indices ended the ses-
sion with handsome gains sup-
ported by broader markets and
rose around 1 per cent,” said
Siddhartha Khemka, Head -
Retail Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd.

NTPC was the biggest
gainer among the BSE 30-
frontline companies pack,
jumping 4.08 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Finserv, SBI,
Bajaj Finance, Tech Mahindra
and Tata Steel. Bajaj Auto and
HUL were among the lag-
gards.
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Housing demand has
breached pre-Covid levels

with 92 per cent year-on-year
growth in sales during July-
September period units across
eight major cities, mainly on
the back of stable prices, very
low mortgage rates, property
consultant Knight Frank India
said on Monday.  Releasing its
India Real Estate Update for Q3
(July-September quarter) of
the 2021 calendar year, the con-
sultant reported that housing
sales increased to 64,010 units
from 33,404 units in the same
period last year. In the previous
April-June quarter, 27,453 res-
idential units were sold.

“The total residential sales
of the top eight markets under
review during Q3 2021,
reached 104 per cent of 2019
quarterly average,” the consul-
tant said, adding that sales
have breached pre-Covid lev-
els.Addressing a video confer-
ence, Knight Frank India
Chairman and Managing

Director Shishir Baijal attrib-
uted “stable housing prices,
historically low-interest rates
on home loans and changing
attitude of customers towards
homeownership” for the sharp
recovery in housing sales.

Rajani Sinha, Chief
Economist, and National
Director- Research, Knight
Frank India said, “Stamp duty
cuts were a significant inter-
vention applied by several state
governments to spark a sharp
recovery in sales volumes.
These measures have con-
vinced the fence-sitters to make
the home buying decision.”
With the upcoming festive sea-
son, Baijal said the market is
gearing up for new project
launches and consumers are
likely to reciprocate. “While
financial stress remains a sig-
nificant factor for developers
across markets, homebuyers’
preference for grade A devel-
opers and  their access to
cheaper credit has positioned
them well in this recovering
market,” he added.
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Monday directed

stock exchanges and clearing
corporations to disclose data on
complaints received against
them and their redressal on
their websites.

These disclosure require-
ments are in addition to those
already mandated by the regu-
lator, Sebi said in a circular.

The circular will come into
effect from January 01, 2022.

The status of implementa-
tion of the circular’s provisions
has to be communicated to Sebi
through the monthly develop-
ment report.

“In order to bring about
transparency in the investor
grievance redressal mecha-
nism, it has been decided that
all the Stock Exchanges and the
Clearing Corporations shall
disclose on their websites, the 

data on complaints
received against them and
redressal thereof, latest by 7th

of succeeding month, as per the
format enclosed at ... To this
circular,” Sebi said.

As per the format provid-
ed by the regulator, data of
complaints against the
exchanges or the clearing cor-
porations having commodity
derivatives segment has to be
displayed, and these include
complaints received directly
from investors, Sebi SCORES
and other sources.

They also need to specify
the number of complaints
received, resolved and pending.
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AMemorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was

signed between National
Cooperative Union of India
(NCUI) and Vyakti Vikas
Kendra India (VVKI) of Art of
Living Organisation (AOL) at
the AOL Campus in Bangalore
on Monday. With the signing
of the MoU, NCUI and VVKI
have come together to develop
models of cooperative devel-
opment and good governance
through training and capacity
building programs for the
farmers in areas of water har-
vesting, agri-business and rural
livelihoods in a phased manner.
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Breast cancer is one of the
commonest cancers in women. In
India, the incidence of breast can-
cer is increasing manifold and is
now touching staggering figures. It
is estimated that 1 woman is diag-
nosed with breast cancer every 4
minutes in India these days, unfor-
tunately at late stages when the
spread is extensive and usually
incurable.

So what can be done to
decrease the incidence and the con-
sequent morbidity arising from this
deadly disease?

The key to this is early inter-
vention, treatment and thus cure.
This is possible only if women are
made aware of the disease and how
regular breast self-examination
can detect small lumps which may
turn out to be sinister.

So, who all are at risk of breast
cancer in whom regular surveil-
lance is a must? Women with a
family history of breast cancer—a
close relative -mother sister or a rel-
ative from either parent’s side hav-
ing cancer is at more risk.

Women carrying the breast
cancer gene-Brca 1 and Brca 2 are
more at risk of breast cancer and

ovarian cancer more than the gen-
eral population. This does not
mean that they will develop the
cancer but increased susceptibili-
ty to doing so, hence more caution
needs to be exercised.

Other risk factors are increased
length of reproductive life-early
menarche and late menopause,
history of smoking and alcohol
consumption, sedentary lifestyle,
obesity and use of hormone
replacement therapy after the
menopause. Women who have
never had children or never breast-
fed also are at increased risk.

Women having these risk factors
have more chances of developing
breast cancer.

So how can the disease be
detected early when it is fully
treatable?

Women should be made aware
that any lumps, nodules or abnor-
mal discharge from the breast
need to be thoroughly investigat-
ed. Though 90 percent of these
lumps will turn out to be benign
(non-cancerous), which lump is
cancerous or not, the treating
physician is the best person to diag-
nose. Regular breast self-examina-

tion should be done by all women
above the age of 30 years to feel for
any lumps or masses in the breasts.

Routine mammograms (spe-
cialized x-rays of the breast) for at-
risk women and those above the
age of forty is recommended for all
women, this is particularly so as the
incidence of this cancer is now
increasing even in the younger
population.

So how to prevent the inci-
dence of breast cancer?

�Maintain a healthy lifestyle
with optimum weight.

�Avoid smoking, alcohol con-
sumption.

�No hormone replacement
therapy after menopause.

�If genetically susceptible to
cancer, routine screening to be
started at a younger age.

�Any suspicious
mass/lump/nodule or skin changes
over the breast to be thoroughly
investigated.

Thus with early detection, close
monitoring and routine surveil-
lance, we can beat the deadly dis-
ease in our female population. 
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��������� As history puts it
across, cinnamon was native to Sri
Lanka, India, Myanmar and
Bangladesh and it was transported
to Egypt for embalming
mummies. 
Well now, this
spice has a lot
more to offer.
Extracted from the
inner barks of the
trees, it is quite often
used as a flavouring
ingredient in cereals, drinks
and baked items like cinnamon
rolls. 
Cinnamon is full of worthy
nutrients like Vitamin A, B6, C, E

and K. It falls on top of the list for
protecting one’s body from free
radicals when compared to many
other spices and superfoods. 
Including cinnamon regularly to
your diet can keep several diseases

at bay like heart diseases,
n e u r o d e g e n e r a t i v e

diseases such as
Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s and also

helps in preventing
respiratory tract bacterial

infections. This sweet spice can
do wonders. One can try including
it in their diet or other food items
to make it healthy without
compromising on the taste.

With the one-year anniversary of a
worldwide lockdown aimed at
curbing the coronavirus outbreak,
which led to concerns around indi-

viduals’ medical health and wellbeing; since then,
we continue to take precautionary measures such
as regular sanitising, wearing a face mask, phys-
ical distancing and avoiding large crowds. 

We experienced situations like never before–
from staying indoors at all times, to panic buy-
ing, to surrendering leisure activities and ease
of travel. Whilst we continue to monitor the virus
spreading across the globe over the past year,
another pandemic has been silently brewing; a
mental health pandemic. 

The pandemic has also brought about
uncertainty and instability for many, rendering
them fragile and insecure be it financially or
emotionally. The term “pandemic anxiety” has
been coined to describe the distress we experi-
ence as a result of adapting to the “new normal”. 

In fact, Medical News Today reported
research that found Google searches for ‘worry,’
‘anxiety,’ and strategies to cope with anxiety have
increased during the pandemic, indicating that
anxiety rates have shot up. From my personal
experience, as a psychologist seeing clients in
therapy, this sounds about right.

There’s a plethora of articles, online and
offline, which provide insights on how to cope
with anxiety. However, many don’t delve into the
side-effects of experiencing anxiety, such as
anger, sleeplessness and issues with focus:
� Anger

Circumstances that feel like a threat can not
only make us feel anxious but can quickly trans-
form into a secondary and more outward emo-
tion– anger. Both anxiety and anger are reactive
emotions that root from a loss of control and the
removal of choice and freedom; situations that
lead us to feel trapped or helpless may make us
feel anxious and angry.
� Sleeplessness

Feeling troubled by financial, emotional, rela-
tional or even medical matters can lead to sleep
disturbance. Moreover, the lack of boundaries
or schedule– our own as well as our parents’,
spouse’s, children's –can lead to an upheaval of
a healthy routine, leading us to compromise one
entity we see as a luxury– sleep. Spending more
time on screens, especially at night, has also been
a driver of sleep deprivation. 
� Loss of focus

As we prescribe to a lifestyle of mindful

actions and decisions, we are using our mental
bandwidth to go through a mental check-list
ensuring that we take the right action, taking the
necessary precautions and are consequently on
constant high alert. Things we carried out on
autopilot now require considerable thought and
risk analyses; this can eat into our capacity to
attend to other aspects of our lives in an
intensely focused way.

It’s evident that pandemic anxiety is making
us angry, sleepless and unfocused. This is not
only exacerbating our mental health, but also
impacts negatively on our immunity and phys-
ical health. Here's how we can cope with the side-
effects of anxiety

To stay on task, use physical prompts such
as a planner, post-its, to-do lists, shopping lists
that will serve as reminders during the day and
keep you on task

To enhance your focus, separate your work
into smaller tasks; break your work down into
simpler discrete tasks rather than trying to mul-
titask, losing your focus and feeling like you
haven’t achieved much

To implement a routine and place some
healthy boundaries, set digital reminders e.g.
sleep time, taking a break, limiting time on social
media/ the internet

Take a break from social media, if you begin
to feel anxious/ unsettled (or try a “digital
detox”); limit your time on these platforms or
allow yourself a specific time frame to browse
through social media platforms

Distinguish anger from anxiety; under-
stand what emotion/ insecurity you are really
feeling that is masked as anger; think about what
is affecting you at a deeper level and acknowl-
edge how this is making you feel

Seek support, speak to someone about
what you are experiencing in order to release
your anxiety, relieve yourself and to feel support-
ed. Whether confiding in your loved ones or
meeting a mental health professional, use con-
versation to explore, understand and overcome
your emotional distress

Finally, remember that these emotions are
a part of the human experience, and you are not
alone in experiencing this. Seeking support from
a mental health professional can help you
through a difficult time, as the therapist provides
a warm, non-judgmental and safe space as you
navigate through your hardships. 
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Couples struggling to conceive for a second time are often
left out of the infertility conversation, but it can be just
as disheartening and frustrating. Incidences of secondary

infertility are growing rapidly in number and are not much talked
about. Secondary infertility is defined as the inability to become
pregnant a second time, following the birth of one or more bio-
logical children. 

Causes 
In women

�Damage to fallopian tube due to ectopic pregnancies
�Complications during prior pregnancies such as a C-section
�Blockage which is caused by fibroids
�Increased maternal age and less production of eggs

In men
�Increased age, weight gain, excessive smoking and drinking
�Use of certain medications
�Impaired sperm production and delivery

Approximately, 10.5 per cent women have reported to expe-
rience secondary infertility. If you notice these causes of sec-
ondary infertility, you must immediately consult with a special-
ist. Remember that you are not alone. More and more people
are now facing the problem of secondary infertility in India and,
therefore, it is better to be informed.

Komal Shukla, who is in her mid 30’ tried for a second baby
and she could not conceive due to low ovarian reserve. “I did-
n’t realise that chances of getting pregnant reduce with age,” says
Komal, now 39 and pregnant with her second child after two
rounds of IVF treatment.

Secondary infertility can be very frustrating and confusing
for a couple who got pregnant quickly in the past. I have seen
a lot of cases recently of secondary infertility. I would say inac-
tivity in women along with wrong eating habits, increases chances
of primary infertility as well as secondary infertility. With urban
lifestyle and dependency on fast food adding to the problem.

If one had their first child at
the age of 35, and they want to
try out for a second child at 36
and above, it can be a bit chal-
lenging because this is a time
where their fertility has natural-
ly declined significantly.

Also, blaming only women
is not appropriate. Age of the
male partner,  men with BMIs
over 30, which is considered
obese, have a lower sperm count
and negatively impacted fertil-
ity overall. 

According to a study titled
Fertility: assessment and treat-
ment for people with fertility
problems, published in the
March 2013, edition of NICE
Clinical Guideline. London;
about 15 per cent couples with
unexplained fertility conceive
naturally within a year.

Couples need to plan their
pregnancies in a timely manner

in order to stave off secondary infertility. They should avoid spac-
ing out kids for more than three years. Women should preserve
their eggs if they are thinking of delaying parenting. Couples
should keep trying since 35 per cent still have a chance to con-
ceive naturally within two years. If a woman is under the age
of 30 years, she has a higher chance of conceiving than a woman
aged 30 years or more. Let’s not forget that age is an important
factor and predictor of successful natural conception. 

The doctors would offer you treatments on the basis of the
causes of secondary infertility. The treatment for secondary infer-
tility ranges from infertility medications to intrauterine insem-
ination (IUI) or artificial insemination (IVF).
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Nutrition has a major role to play in
recovery from cancer and even
post treatment. An estimated 80

per cent of advanced cancer patients suf-
fer from malnutrition causing adverse
effects on body functions and treatment
outcomes. 

Frequent malnutrition in cancer
patients could be because of any of the
four reasons including decreased dietary
intake, increase in the body's diet require-
ments but not consuming enough, loss of
nutrients or impaired digestion (due to
radiation/ chemotherapy induced enteri-
tis etc.) 

People with cancer need extra nutri-
tion. For instance, calories required per
day for a healthy individual is 1800
while a patient with cancer needs approx.
2200 calories per day. However, nutrition
in cancer patients is so compromised that
an estimated 20 percent of people with
cancer may die from the effects of mal-
nutrition rather than cancer itself.

There is a need for proper planning
and counselling of nutrition since cancer
treatments could lead to loss of desire to
eat, constipation, changes in smell, nau-
sea, vomiting etc. He advised to take small
frequent meals of home cooked food and
drink plenty of fluids to negate side-effects
of chemotherapy and radiotherapy.

There are several myths regarding
nutrition for cancer patients and those
who have conquered cancer. Drinking red
juices like pomegranate and beetroot
alone doesn’t lead to an increase in
haemoglobin count. 

There is another myth that starvation
would deprive a growing tumour of
nutrition and therefore help in treatment
of cancer. Research has shown that star-
vation does not increase survival but could
be detrimental due to high nutritional
needs during and after therapy.

Cancer patients and conquerors
should  steer clear of all the claims about
super foods/ dietary supplements and
food related advice populated on the social
media. Indian diet, besides being healthy,
is also a wealthy diet with a wealth of all
kinds of nutrition required including
turmeric, salt, micro nutrients, garam
masala, a mixture of different spices each
with unique properties and antioxidants.

A general thumb rule is to eat food
with 40 per cent carbohydrates, 40 per
cent fats and 20 per cent proteins.

Hi-fibre diet which can lead to lower
incidence of colorectal, lung, oral,
esophageal and stomach cancers. Few
studies have also pointed to the role of
fruits and vegetables in improvement in
cancer survival. Five servings of fruits
and vegetables each day is ideal, he said.

Besides good nutrition, there is a
need for exercise. Moderate to intense
physical activity for half an hour for five
days in a week or vigorous activity for 20
minutes for  three days a week can do a
lot of good. 
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Activists around the world are today calling
on Governments to put food systems at the

forefront of tackling the climate crisis. The cam-
paign for a plant-based treaty will create bot-
tom-up pressure for leaders to negotiate a glob-
al agreement to halt the impact of animal agri-
culture on the planet. 

Actions are taking place outside nearly 100
town and city halls worldwide including
Manchester, Bristol, Amsterdam, Lisbon, Rome,
Los Angeles, Mexico City, Toronto, Seoul,
Mumbai and Ankara to encourage leaders to
sign the Treaty. Leveraging this grassroots sup-
port, the campaign will work towards 10 mil-
lion individuals, 10,000 organisations, 10,000
businesses and 50 cities to endorse the treaty
by 2023, ahead of the Global Stocktake of the
Paris Agreement. 

The treaty urges leaders to negotiate a glob-
al agreement around the following three prin-
ciples, Relinquish: No land use change, ecosys-
tem degradation or deforestation for the pur-
poses of animal agriculture, Redirect: An
active transition away from animal-based agri-
cultural systems to plant-based food systems
and Restore: Restore key ecosystems and
reforest the Earth. With just five years left to
reverse the worst effects of climate change, busi-
ness as usual is no longer an option. It’s time
to switch toward a plant based economy to
reverse the damage we have caused to the envi-
ronment, and to promote a healthier society.
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On the eve of Gandhi
Jayanti, I was trans-
ported back in the

sands of time to the glory of the
Swadeshi movement. On
Friday, the exhibit called
Hathkarga (literally translated
to ‘handloom’) brought and
memorialised, even if in
minute moments, the soul of
swaraj (self-rule) as Mahatma
Gandhi defined Swadeshi.
Celebrating the diversity of the
country’s rich textile heritage
and the phenomenal origins of
it’s handcrafted textiles, the
event, at Ambassador hotel in
New Delhi (a heritage land-
mark in itself) dazzled its
spectators. The hotel, in all its
magnificence, has a significant
historic lineage and has been
a patron of art and culture
since its inception.

On walking in, a surge of
sophistication and elegance
took over us. My sister and I
looked around, in complete
awe, as the exquisite line of
clothing was displayed with
utmost grace and style.
Everything could be spotted —
from the Jamevar weaves of
Kashmir to the Kalamkari of
Andhra Pradesh, from
Bandhej sarees of Gujarat to
the Muga of Assam, Ikat weave
of Orissa, brocades of
Varanasi, Paithani weave of
Maharashtra, Balucharia of
Bengal, to the Chanderi and
Maheshwari of Madhya
Pradesh, to Tanchois and
Patolas of Gujrat, Venkatgiris
and Pochampallis of Andhra
Pradesh. It was a treat to the
eyes!

Every state in India is
famous for its unique culture
and distinct crafts and textiles
that are indigenous to the
particular region. The curation
of designs was presented by
Nidhi Jain, a fashion-design-
er from Delhi, whose aim was
to garner textiles, from regions
all over India, in her designs,
and bring them to her guests
and patrons. “We, as a coun-
try, are blessed with so many
textiles and weaves and as an
emissary of craft, it is my

duty to promote this legacy.
Hathkarga is an endeavor to
showcase the rich textile her-
itage of our country and cre-
ate more awareness,” Nidhi
explained.

The exhibit was formally
inaugurated by poet and
singer, Dr Minu Bakshi, and
the Padma Shri awardee and
dancer, Pratibha Prahlad. Dr
Bakshi also recited a poem
which was dedicated to
weavers and craftsmen of
India.

I strongly feel that fashion
goes in rounds. It keeps
returning and always with a
modern touch. Following are
excerpts our conversation:

�You’ve been doing this for
20 years, and you’ve come a
long way. Tell us about your
journey and the fine work.

It’s been a fruitful and
interesting one and also a
change to see so much heritage
each time you go exploring. It
is very heartwarming. You
can’t — any designer can’t —
do justice to the kind of craft
you have in India. There is so
much available, in abundance,
and I find myself fortunate to

convert my love for textile
into a career. Otherwise, I
would be terribly broke, I tell
you (chuckles heartily).

There are about 28 vari-
eties of weaves on display from
Ajrakh from Gujarat, Odiya
weaves, weaves from
Arunachal and from Bhuj to
Banarasi, Pathani, Chanderi,
then we have kanchivaram, of
course. We’ve tried to cover as
much as we can and then
we’ve created contemporary
outfits using these weaves. If
we present them in a way
where the younger generation
understands, then our work is
majorly done.

�So, is your purpose to con-
temporarise traditional
designs and make the current
generations understand the
importance of culture?

The coming generation is
more keen on environment
sustainability and they under-
stand the importance of help-
ing local business out and
that’s what really helps us in
conserving the crafts because,
fortunately, people are going
back to their roots and that’s
the most important thing.
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Moving towards indigenous
products, going local is also the
theme of Swadeshi. Moving
towards your own heritage is
only for our benefit in the long
run and it is also the craft, some
of which is over a thousand
years old, and the importance
of conserving it that we aim for.
You can imagine that how
much downfall we saw with the
British here. It (preserving cul-

ture) is of utmost importance
that it survives the test of time,
and we need to take it forward
with a gusto. We’ve revived cer-
tain pieces, you know, there are
a couple of pieces here that
were my grandmother’s and I
sent them to Baneras and they
have been revived. Some arti-
sans developed, in the current
times of Arunachal, a new
weave — himsa silk. It’s an evo-

lution in handloom. People,
outside, are moving towards
machines and in our country,
people actually bother to evolve
the handloom so that is, of
course, a very big tick mark for
us in terms of preserving cul-
ture and tradition.

The heritage of ours, where
every few kilometers the cuisine
changes, the weave changes, the
dialect changes, is wondrous
and beautiful. As a nation, for-
tunately, we have this vibgyor of
coloured, textured textiles — it
is a haven for a designers.

�What keeps the local artisans
going? How important is pro-
moting small businesses and
local craftsmen?

There are five types of
‘ikats’ in India alone, When you

go to international forums,
people may boast of two
weaves from their country-
even if I take 50, I feel that I
am not doing justice.  I’m glad
I put together this exhibit
and the support people have
given me these past 20 years
is what has kept me going. I
think, this is another reason
‘vocal for local’ is important,
to aid our local craftsmen and
support them.

�What do you think of sus-
tainability and the concept of
‘vegan clothing’. 

That is what Ahimsa is all
about— they don’t kill the
caterpillar but I’m not talking
about vegan here, that is a new
concept. For us Indians, sus-
tainability is a concept that is

prevalent for years. We have
followed it forever now. We
reuse clothes, they are passed
on to different generations,
too. Our cotton sarees are
completely vegan and are used
and reused for more than a
few decades sometimes.  We
make suits and dresses from
our elders’ sarees and suits. It’s
beautiful and now, environ-
ment friendly, too. For
Indians, sustainability is a way
of life, we don’t waste anything.

With Hathkarga, I believe
the spectators discovered the
evolution of art and textiles
over the last few decades and
across the various states. The
richness of the hues, the viva-
cious colours and the earthy
appeal  were aberrant ly
appealing.
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The Korea Cultural Centre India (KCCI)
and Suwon International Photo Festival

have partnered to present the virtual exhibi-
tion The River Runs through It. 

The exhibition showcases remarkable
works by a diverse group of established pho-
tographers such as Park Jongwoo, Park
Haseon and Kang Jeauk from South Korea,
and emerging photographers such as Swastik
Pal, Soumyabrata Roy and Tsering Topgyal
from India.

The title, The River Runs Through It
expresses that humans have been evolving
indefinitely, moving and settling like rivers,
and all mankind are the community of life that
exists beneath mother nature.

The exhibition displays Indian and Korean
culture coexisting and exchanging cultural
influences. The ongoing pandemic of Covid-
19 has demonstrated the importance of unity
amongst humans in order to dream of a sus-
tainable future. 

The exhibition aims to comprehend
numerous optimal photographic works for the
audience, while also allowing them to appre-
ciate what we have in common. Furthermore,
how can we conduct ourselves, that will be
beneficial to the future generations. 

The exhibition will be available to all and
will be open round the clock. The exhibition
will open for viewing at KCCI’s virtual exhi-
bition website (http://kcci-exhibitions.com)
from October 1 until October 31, 2021.
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Shimron Hetmyer kept his nerves
and played some fine shots under
pressure to guide Delhi Capitals to

a three-wicket win over Chennai Super
Kings in a battle for top-two finish in
the Indian Premier League here on
Monday.

Needing 28 from the last three
overs to reach the target of 137, the
Guyanese picked 12 runs against
Dwayne Bravo and then got 
10 off pacer Josh Hazlewood to bring
down the equation to six runs 
from six balls. 

DC completed the job with two
balls to spare despite losing Axar Patel.

Hetmyer remained not out on a
vital 28 off 18 balls, including a crucial
six in the penultimate over.

A disciplined performance by
Delhi Capitals bowlers restricted
Chennai Super Kings to 136 for five
despite a 43-ball 55 not out from the
seasoned Ambati Rayudu.

The flashy Prithvi Shaw smashed
three boundaries in seven balls to get
the DC innings going but, while trying
to go for one too many, the Mumbaikar
threw his wicket away when he failed
to negotiate Deepak 

Chahar's extra bounce and Faf du
Plessis ran backwards from mid-off to
complete the catch. 

Shikhar Dhawan (39 off 35 balls)

clobbered Chahar for two sixes and as
many fours to get 21 in the fifth over. 

However, Hazlewood cut short
Shreyas Iyer's (2) brief stay in the mid-
dle when he could not execute a pull
shot.

Ravindra Jadeja sent back Rishabh
Pant (15) when the DC skipper tried to
sweep a quicker delivery from the left-
arm spinner.

Debutant Ripal Patel hit two fours
as DC required 53 from 54 balls, but
Jadeja came back to get the better of the
new man from Gujarat.

R Ashwin too followed suit and
when Dhawan, three balls after getting
a decision against him overturned
through a review, played Shardul
Thakur to cover in a soft dismissal, DC
were in trouble at 99 for six at the end

of the 15th over. 
Thakur returned excellent figures

of 2/13 in four overs, while Jadeja had
2/28.

Substitute fielder K Gowtham
dropped Shimron Hetmyer at a crucial
stage of the game, the ball instead going
past the ropes.

Earlier, Rayudu reached his fifty
when he slashed Anrich Nortje over
point for a boundary, following a six
over deep extra over in the innings' 19th
over, from which CSK scored 14 runs.

However, Avesh Khan bowled a
fantastic final over in which he conced-
ed only four runs while taking the wick-

et of Mahendra Singh Dhoni (18). 
Rayudu smashed five fours and

two sixes during his stay in the middle. 
A major part of DC's bowling effort

was a far cry from pacer Nortje's hor-
rendous first over when he conceded
16 runs, with nine off them coming off
a leg bye and a bye that Rishabh Pant
couldn't get his hand to despite a div-
ing attempt. 

In between, Ruturaj Gaikwad was
given out lbw, but the decision was over-
turned after the batsman reviewed as
TV replays showed the ball was miss-
ing the leg stump.

Faf du Plessis got two boundaries
on either side of the wicket against
Avesh Khan as CSK raced to 26 in only
two overs at the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium.

There was swing on offer but DC's
bowlers were not able to get their act
right until left-arm spinner Axar Patel
(2/18) struck when du Plessis' attempt-
ed pull shot was held by a diving
Shreyas Iyer in the deep mid-wicket
region. 

The in-form Gaikwad welcomed
Kagiso Rabada with a drive straight
down the ground, even as Robin
Uthappa, playing this game in place of
Suresh Raina, walked into the middle.

Nortje removed Gaikwad in the
fifth over when the batsman failed to
connect his pull shot for Ravichandran
Ashwin to complete a neat catch.

����� ��15*

Rennes scored just before and after the
break to beat Paris Saint-Germain 2-0

and hand the runaway league leader its first
defeat of the season.

Gaetan Laborde put Rennes ahead on
the stroke of halftime after PSG star Lionel
Messi had hit the crossbar with a free kick
in the 31st minute. Laborde turned provider
in the 46th for midfielder Flavien Tait.

“We played a very physical game and
we hurt them on each of our runs,” Tait said.
“They were missing something today.” 

PSG won its opening eight games but
needed injury-time goals to edge victories
against Lyon and Metz.

“The first person responsible is me,”
PSG coach Mauricio Pochettino said after
he was outwitted by Rennes coach Bruno
Genesio. PSG is six points ahead of second-
placed Lens and eight clear of third-placed
Nice, which has played one game less.

Rennes has been a tough place to visit

for PSG in recent seasons and was again so
for different reasons.

Because of heavy wind and rain, the
team was unable to fly to Brittany on
Saturday night and arrived at the stadium
by coach and car.

The six-time Ballon d'Or winner Messi,
who scored a brilliant first goal for PSG in
the Champions League on Tuesday, had a
shot blocked early on. He hit the crossbar
with a free kick for the second time since

joining PSG in a shock move from
Barcelona, where he netted 672 goals.

Although he still awaits his first league
goal for PSG, Messi set up Mbappe midway
through the first half — but the shot was
scuffed — and almost created a goal for
Neymar. PSG was punished when Ghana
winger Kamaldeen Sulemana picked out
Laborde for his league-leading sixth goal.

Mbappe pounced midway through
the second half after Messi and Angel Di
Maria put him through, but the goal was
ruled out after a video review showed
Mbappe was offside.

Laborde won a late penalty but it was
called off following a review.

In the late game, last-placed Saint-
Etienne scored an injury-time penalty to tie
bitter local rival Lyon 1-1.

Tunisia forward Wahbi Khazri's spot
kick for the hosts in the fifth minute of stop-
page time came when video review detect-
ed a handball by Lyon defender Jason
Denayer. 
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India's white-ball vice-captain
and batting mainstay Rohit

Sharma has no idea about the
status of last month's aban-
doned fifth Test against England
in Manchester but he is quite
clear in his mind that his team
"won" the hard-fought series 2-
1.

The fifth Test in
Manchester was abandoned
after Team India's junior physio
Yogesh Parmar tested positive
for COVID-19 and was found to
be in direct contact of players.
This was after some senior
members of the Indian support
staff also found to be infected.

The BCCI has agreed to
play the fifth Test in July, 2022.
BCCI president Sourav Ganguly
has said that it will be an exten-
sion of this year's series and not
a one-off game that England
want.

"I don't
know what's
happening with
the last Test
match. Whether
we are playing a
one-off Test (next
year) but in my
mind we have won
the series 2-1,"
Rohit said during
sports apparel giant
Adidas' campaign
'Impossible Is
Nothing' which also
features Tokyo
Olympic medallists
weightlifter Mirabai
Chanu and boxer
Lovlina Borgohain among
other sports stars.

Asked if the England
series, where he scored
more than 400 runs with a
hundred and two fifties in four
games is a milestone series for
him, he replied: "It was a good
one considering where I was
standing in my Test career."

But the soon-to-be T20 cap-
tain refused to call it his best
series.

"It's not my best series. I feel
my best is yet to come. I utilised
the time before the World Test
Championship final in
Southampton (to fgure) what
sort of technique and mindset is
required. I was pretty happy and
would like to take it further."

Rohit has been actively
involved with the 'Save the
Rhinos' campaign and also for
a plastic free sustainable planet.
He spoke about his experience
thus far.

"It was in 2014 when I went
to Kenya and was really sad
knowing about the condition of
rhinos. India and Africa are two
places where we have the max-
imum rhino population.

"I often thought that why
don't I carry my cause on to the
field," Rohit said about the com-
pany's spe-
c i a l l y
designed
c r i c k e t
s h o e s
w h i c h
carry the
message
of saving
the rhinos.
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England will only travel to
Australia for the Ashes series

across December and January if
its leading players are in the
squad. That was the message
from the England and Wales
Cricket Board on Monday, with
the governing body saying it will
announce this week if the tour
will go ahead amid concerns
about restrictions in place in
Australia due to the pandemic.

An ECB statement said
there has been "regular and pos-
itive dialogue" with Cricket
Australia about arrangements
for Ashes series, one of the
biggest occasions in
cricket.However England's play-
ers are concerned about the
conditions they will have to live
in after arriving in Australia,
such as the quarantine arrange-
ments and whether family
members can travel.

The ECB said the priority

was to ensure the tour can take
place "with conditions for play-
ers and management to perform
at their best."

"We will continue talking to
our players this week to share
the latest information and seek
feedback," the ECB said.
Tellingly, the governing body
added that the squad selected
needed to be "befitting a series
of this significance."

With the World Twenty20
competition taking place in the
United Arab Emirates and
Oman from Oct. 17-Nov. 14
and the five-test Ashes series
beginning on Dec. 8 until mid-
January, plus quarantine either
side and before the Ashes, some
players could be away from
home for more than three
months.

Ben Stokes, England's star
all-rounder, is currently missing
for England because he is tak-
ing a break from cricket to pro-
tect his mental health.
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Not a household name at the
moment, Ritu Rani is banking on

next year's AFC Asian Cup to become
one. So is Karishma Shirvoikar, and
many others representing the senior
Indian women's football team.

Ritu and Karishma feel hosting
next year's FIFA U-17 World Cup and

Asian Cup will "change" the country's
women football scene, motivating more
girls to try taking up the sport as a career
option. Both of them are looking for-
ward to put their best foot forward in
the Asian Cup.

"This will definitely bring about a
change in women's football all over the
country and girls would take it as a
career option," Karishma told PTI.

"Both The tournaments will show-
case a high level of women's football and
motivate people to support women
football. It is a good opportunity," she
said. India will be hosting both the
major events in 2022, with the continen-
tal tournament scheduled in the begin-
ning of the year.

Both Ritu and Karishma are
expected to be among the women rep-
resenting the senior team in the conti-
nental meet for the senior team.
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FIFA has offered direct encourage-
ment for footballers to get vac-

cinated. The first clear statement of
its kind from world football's gov-
erning body came as players were
flying to countries for men's World
Cup qualifiers.

“We encourage COVID-19 vac-
cinations,” FIFA said, "and endorse
the World Health Organization's
position: safe, fair, and equitable
access is critical in all countries.
Players should not receive priority
access to vaccines.” 

The British government last
week agreed to ease strict quaran-
tine requirements to allow fully vac-
cinated players to train and feature
in matches on their return to

England from red-list countries,
which includes all of South America.
Those players who don't want to be

vaccinated would still be sent to
spend 10 days in government hotel
quarantine when flying back to

England.
“We acknowledge this deci-

sion does not help every player,"
FIFA said, “and we remain commit-
ted to further improving the situa-
tion for upcoming windows and
joining discussions to explain more
about the many measures we are
putting in place to reduce the risks
of COVID transmission into the
community as a result of player trav-
el.” Many Premier League clubs
blocked players from going to red-
list countries during the internation-
al window last month. Players who
did go missed games for their clubs
as a result.

“We believe this is a much more
desirable solution to the situation
that players faced in September,”
FIFA said.
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Kolkata Knight Riders captain Eoin Morgan
is the first one to admit that he has been

woefully short of runs throughout the IPL but
is confident of finding some form with the
tournament hitting the business end.

KKR are currently placed fourth with 12
points from 13 games and with a positive net
run-rate will just need to win their final game
to qualify for the play-offs along with CSK,
Delhi Capitals and RCB.

"Yeah, I am short of runs in this phase of
the tournament, the whole tournament in gen-
eral. I am very lucky to be in a position where
I have been through stages like this in my
career,' Morgan said after his team's six
wicket win over Sunrisers Hyderabad. 

"And I think the longer you go without
contributing a significant score, the closer you
are to actually contributing. And that's com-
ing from experience," said Morgan, who
scored a total of 111 from 12 innings with a
highest score of 47 not out.   

Speaking about Sunil Narine and Varun

Chakravarthy, who have had a key role in
KKR, he said the team was very lucky to have
them.

"I think they are the two big impact play-
ers for us (Varun Chakravarthy and Sunil
Narine). We are very lucky to have them, par-

ticularly Narine. He has been a huge part of
the franchise for a long time, an integral part
of KKR's success. 

"Game on game basis, you have to look at
where they can have the biggest impact in the
game and you try to get them in that position,"
Morgan added.

Morgan was all praise for the bowling
group, who restricted SRH to 115.

"The match against SRH was a good
example, we are fortunate enough that the
other guys in our bowling group bowled
extremely well and that allowed us to juggle
things around," the KKR captain added. 

The KKR captain said veteran New
Zealand cricketer Tim Southee has had a good
impact in the absence of key players like Andre
Russell, Lockie Ferguson, Pat Cummins and
the others.

"Tim's obviously had a huge impact in the
side, When you miss two or three big gun
players - we miss Pat, we miss Lockie, and
obviously Dre (Russell) has been missing as
well. His contribution with the ball in this
phase has been brilliant.

SAHDEV YADAV ELECTED AS IWFP
Noida: C���	�
���	�������
���	���	�*������B��������
�
� 2�
���� �
�
�������� �������� ��� 	�����
�� ��� ���
5
���
� =����������
�� A���	����
� $5=A%� ��	� �� ���	0���	
��	����
�
��������������������������	���	����
�	�����
��������	����
��
��<�	����*��	��������	����	�	���	�
�
����������	�����
�	�����

������
�	���#��
����2����
�
��� �� ����� 6������� ������ ��� &"� ����� 	�����
�� � ���	� ���
�
���	���	���� �
�� ����
� ���������� ���������� ���+�	�
��	�� ����� ��������� ���� �������
�� ��	�� ��
������� +�
1���	
�
��7�����	�<�	�
��	������;������ �D��������7�����	
$1����% � -����� -���	���� #��	���� 1������ ���� � ���
�
���	���	� �5
���
�7����������������
�����	���
��������
57���+��	��	�=����������	�2�	�+���#��
��������
�5
���E�
��	������	�7��������������	�
���������������������

�������������������	��
�����N'���������	���

INDIA FINISHES WITH BRONZE
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INDIAN - AMERICAN THEEGALA MISSES TITLE
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Many cricketers and captains have
learnt the tricks of the trade from

iconic Mahendra Singh Dhoni and
Namibia skipper Gerhard Erasmus is
no different as he admires the former
India wicketkeeper-batsman for his
“calm” approach.

The other leader from whom
Erasmus drew inspiration was former
New Zealand skipper Brendon
McCullum, who is currently the head
coach of Kolkata Knight Riders in the
ongoing Indian Premier League.

“For me as captain, perhaps my
captaincy style that I learn from
watching guys operate like Brendon
McCullum or MS Dhoni, in the sense
that they are good thinkers of the
game, but they have got different
styles,” Erasmus said in a virtual
media interaction, facilitated by the
International Cricket Council (ICC).

“I learned a lot from watching
McCullum, the instinctiveness that he
has in his captaincy. The other side of
the spectrum, you learn a lot from MS
Dhoni, the calm and emotional face
that Dhoni has, so definitely we have

learnt a lot from the highest quality
players,” the 26-year-old added.

The other batsman whom he
looked up to while growing up was
swashbuckling South African AB de
Villiers, who is still taking opposition
attacks to the cleaners.   

“The kind of energy he (De
Villiers) brought to the crease, the shot
making he brought, the way he played
all around the ground, he is definite-
ly the one person I looked up to when
I was young and continue to do,”
quipped Erasmus, who was intro-
duced to cricket by his father.

Learnt from watching ‘Captain Cool' Dhoni and McCullum: Erasmus

DC PREVAIL OVER CSK BY 3 WICKETS

FIFA


