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pset over the inaction of
the police in arresting
Union Minister Ajay Mishra’s
son, who is accused of mowing
down four farmers, the family
of a 19-year-old farmer, who
died in Lakhimpur Kheri during a protest on Sunday, has
refused to cremate the body
until they are provided the
autopsy report which has not
been made public.
They alleged that the postmortem report has been falsified. Meanwhile Lakhimpur
Kheri SP Vijay Dhul promised
that a second autopsy will be
conducted in Bahraich.
Lovepreet Singh and three
other farmers were among the
nine killed in Sunday’s violence
during a protest against Ajay
Mishra’s visit. Four farmers
were allegedly run over by a car
in the convoy.
“My son was crushed
under a car. There has been no
action against the person
responsible. The administration is trying to cover up. He
had left home saying he was
heading out for a good cause,”
said Lovepreet’s father.
Lovepreet’s body has been
kept in a casket and the entire
family is waiting for the autop-
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sy report. “When he was taken
to the hospital, he called and
said, “Please come quickly”.
“When we reached the
hospital, he was no more,” said
his distraught father.
Farmers allege that the car
which mowed down Lovepreet
was being driven by the
Minister’s son, Ashish Mishra.
“When my son fell down
Teni’s (Union Minister Ajay
Teni Mishra) son shot him. We
should get justice for this. They
have even falsified the post
mortem report. We should get
justice for that,” his
father asserted.
Sources said the autopsy
report did not mention injuries
due to bullet wounds on any of
the deceased farmers.
A senior doctor, who is
part of the post-mortem panel

he Aam Aadmi Party
T
(AAP) Government in
Delhi on Tuesday again sent the
file on the proposal of doorstep
delivery of ration scheme to
Lieutenant Governor Anil Bijal
for his approval.
The development came
after the Delhi High Court on
September 27 allowed the City
Government to stop supplying
food grains to fair price shops
for those who have chosen
doorstep delivery option over
the physical collection. The
scheme has been stalled due to
differences between the Delhi
Government and the Centre.
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said, “Lieutenant
Governor should approve the
implementation of the decision

at the Lakhimpur district hospital, told some media persons
that the causes of death in the
autopsy reports include multiple fractures after being run
over by a heavy object (like a
vehicle) and injuries suffered
due to assault.
While the autopsy report
has not been made public by
the authorities yet, the families
of the deceased said they will
keep protesting until the
reports are out.
In the meantime, farmers'
leader Rakesh Tikait claimed
that their protest would not end
after Monday’s agreement. In a
tweet on Tuesday night, he said
that they will again start their
protest if the accused Minister
was not sacked and that his son
is not arrested.
Continued on Page 2
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fter day-long detention,
A
AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
several other Congress leaders
were arrested on Tuesday for
trying to march towards
Lakhimpur Kheri even as the
Opposition parties in Delhi
discussed an action plan to corner the Yogi Government over
the violence in which four
farmers were crushed to death
on Sunday.
Besides Priyanka, State
Congress president Ajay
Kumar Lallu, Congress MP
Deepender Hooda, national
secretary Dheeraj Gurjar, Youth
Congress national president
BV Srinivas, party MLC
Deepak Singh were taken into
preventive custody.
Priyanka claimed that she
had been detained for the last
28 hours without any order or
FIR, which the Congress

iding with the farmers on
the violent accident that led
to eight deaths in Uttar
Pradesh’s Lakhimpur district,
BJP MP Varun Gandhi on
Tuesday tweeted a viral video
that appears to show farmers
being run over by an SUV.
Varun is the only BJP
leader who has been publicly
backing the farmers, demanding and advocating their
respectful treatment and has
taken a position away from the
official BJP line on the issue.
“This video will shake anyone’s soul,” the BJP leader wrote
and
appealed
for
“immediate arrests”.
“In Lakhimpur, the video
that shows cars running over
farmers will shake anyone’s
soul. Police should take note of
this video and identify the
owners of the car, those sitting
in the car and others involved
to make immediate arrests,” the
BJP MP from UP’s Pilibhit
said in a tweet in Hindi.
The viral video — which
has been shared by many in the
Opposition — is yet to be verified by the police.
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alleged that drones were being
used to monitor the movement
of Priyanka at PAC guest house.
Chhattisgarh
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
tweeted a video of drones monitoring. “Who will take responsibility, whose drone is this and
why,” he tweeted.
Congress MP Deepender
Hooda who accompanied
Priyanka on way to Lakhimpur
Kheri and is on detention, in a
tweet said, “Those who mowed
down farmers are free and we

are in detention for over 36
hours. Farmer families are
mourning and the Government
is celebrating in Lucknow. I
wish to ask fellow Indians
whether they will support those
who ran over farmers or those
fighting against this violence.”
In Delhi, Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut met Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and asked
for a joint Opposition action
plan to take on the BJP both at
Centre and State Uttar Pradesh.
Continued on Page 2
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No arrests have been made
in the Lakhimpur violence
which has now become a
national issue with all
Opposition parties criticising
the ruling BJP over the handling of the case.
Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Kumar Mishra’s
son Ashish Mishra is the only
person named in the murder
case. He has denied he was at
the spot and claimed that he
was attending a wrestling programme away from the place of
the incident.
Continued on Page 2
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round 14 per cent of 15 to
A
24-year-olds in India, or 1
in 7, have often felt depressed,
but the situation got worse for
them during the ongoing
Covid-19 crisis. And yet just 41
per cent were willing to take
support, compared to an average of 83 per cent surveyed
from 21 countries, according to
UNICEF report on mental
health “The States of the
World’s Children 2021”
released by Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Tuesday here.
“Fear. Loneliness. Grief.
As the coronavirus pandemic
descended on the world in
2019, these powerful emotions
enveloped the lives of many
millions of children, young
people and families,” the report
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of the Delhi Cabinet so that the
people of Delhi can get the
doorstep delivery of ration
soon. The Delhi High Court
has cleared the way for the
implementation of the doorstep
delivery scheme and the Delhi
Government will sincerely follow the directions given by the
High Court regarding the promotion of the scheme.”
Kejriwal said he hopes the
LG will give his approval.
Earlier, the CM had said,
“People are asking if pizza,
burger, smartphone and clothes
can be home delivered then
why cannot the poor citizens of
Delhi get their share of ration
home delivered?”
He blasted ration mafia
claiming the entire doorstep
delivery scheme will be instrumental in disbanding it.

said. “In the early days especially, many experts feared they
would persist, damaging the
mental health of a generation.
In truth, it will be years before
we can really assess the impact
of Covid-19 on our
mental health.”
The survey, carried out for
UNICEF by Gallup in 21 countries in the first half of 2021,
found that Indian youth are less
willing to share their feelings
of lowness.

“A median of 83 per cent of
young people (15 to 24 years
old) agreed it was better to deal
with mental health problems by
sharing experiences with others and seeking support; by
contrast, only 15 per cent felt
such problems were personal
and should be dealt with on
one’s own,” it said. “Among the
21 countries, India was the only
exception, with only 41 per
cent of young people supporting the sharing option.”

Releasing the report,
Minister Mandaviya said,
“Mental health has widely been
discussed in our Sanatan culture and spirituality. The mutual development of mind and
body has been explained in our
texts. A healthy mind resides in
a healthy body. We are very
happy that today UNICEF has
released a global report on the
mental health of children.”
He added as the trend of
nuclear family instead of joint
family has increased in our
society, mental health problems
have become frequent in children. “Today parents are not
able to give enough time to
their child, so we need to talk
about mental health,” he said.
Mandaviya further said,
“To build a better and developed society, it is necessary to
keep monitoring the mental
health of children from time to
time. For this, arrangements
will also have to be made for
better mental health of teachers in schools. Because, children trust their teachers
the most”.
Continued on Page 2
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he Centre on Tuesday
T
announced that the renewal of registration of vehicles
over 15 years old is all set to be
a very expensive affair from
April 2022. The Centre
announced to hike the renewal fees of such vehicles by eight
times and introduced a penalty clause for the delay.
The renewal registration of
a 15-year-old car will cost
C5,000 compared to the existing C600. The charges for registration renewal of old bikes
would be C1,000 compared to
the current C300.
For a 15-year-old or more
bus or truck, the owner will
have to pay a fee of C12,500
compared to the current rate of
C1,500, said a notification by
the Road Transport and
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rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday claimed
that during his tenure around
3 crore poor families of the
country have become “lakhpati” because they got their
own house under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY),
80 per cent of which is owned
by women.
“My friends, who lived in
a slum, did not have a pucca
roof, such three crore families
have got the opportunity to
become lakhpati. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana,
about 3 crore houses have been
built in the country; you can
guess the cost of them now.
These people can claim themselves as lakhpatti,” the PM said
here after inaugurating three
days “Azadi 75 - New Urban
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Highways Ministry.
Further, any delay in
renewing the registration of
private vehicles would attract a
penalty of C300 per month and
C500 for commercial vehicles,
and commercial vehicles would
have to pay a daily penalty of
C50. Owners of private vehicles

need to get the registration
renewed every five years after
15 years. And once a commercial vehicle attains eight years,
fitness certificate renewal
becomes mandatory every year.
The prime aim of this new
fee is to discourage people
from keeping their old vehicles.
“The Government also intend
to do away with the manual
system of a fitness test, as this
can be manipulated or rigged,”
a MoRTH official said.
Continued on Page 2
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aliban forces unlawfully
T
killed 13 ethnic Hazaras,
most of them Afghan soldiers
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India: Transforming Urban
Landscape” conference-cumexpo here on Tuesday.
He said he was saying such
a thing for the first time
because he knows that after

hearing this, Opposition parties
will spend their time and energy challenging this claim.
Modi said in the last seven
years, the Government has
approved the construction of

more than 1.13 crore houses in
cities under PMAY and out of
this more than 50 lakh houses
have been built and handed
over to the poor.
Continued on Page 2

who had surrendered to the
insurgents, a prominent rights
group said on Tuesday.
The killings took place in
the village of Kahor in
Daykundi province in central
Afghanistan on August 30,
according to an investigation by
Amnesty International. Eleven
of the victims were members of
the Afghan national security
forces and two were civilians,
among them a 17-year-old girl.
The reported killings took
place about two weeks after the
Taliban took control of
Afghanistan in a blitz campaign, culminating in their
takeover of Kabul. At the time,

Taliban leaders sought to reassure Afghans that they had
changed from their previous
harsh rule of the country in
the late 1990s.
The world has been watching whether the Taliban would
live up to their initial promises of tolerance and inclusiveness toward women and ethnic
minorities, among them the
Shiite Hazaras.
Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi:The Supreme Court
on Tuesday said it would set up
a three-judge Bench to hear the
AAP Government's plea on the
contentious issue of who
should control administrative
services in Delhi. The plea arises out of a 2019 split verdict.
On February 14, 2019, a twojudge Bench of Justices AK
Sikri and Ashok Bhushan, both
retired since, recommended
to the Chief Justice of India that
a three- judge Bench be set up
to finally decide the issue of
control of services in the
national Capital in view of its
split verdict.
Justice Bhushan had ruled
that the Delhi Government
has no power at all over administrative services. Justice Sikri,
however, made a distinction.
He said the transfer or posting
of officers in top echelons of the
bureaucracy (Joint Director
and above) can only be done by
the Central Government and
the view of the LieutenantGovernor would prevail in case
of a difference of opinion for
matters relating to other
bureaucrats.
“We have to constitute a
Bench after the Dussehra vacation. The plea would be listed
after Diwali break,” a Bench of
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he Delhi Government on
Tuesday launched the
T
Advanced Green War Room
and Green Delhi App for monitoring and controlling pollution in the national Capital.
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said that 13 hotspots
were identified in Delhi last
year, this time 150 hotspots
have been identified. A 21member team has been formed
for the Green War Room.
Through the Green Delhi app,
citizens of Delhi can send a pollution-related complaint to the
Green War Room based on
which action will be taken.

Chief Justice NV Ramana and
Justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli told senior advocate
Rahul Mehra who mentioned
the Delhi Government's plea
for urgent listing and hearing.
Following a five-judge
Constitution Bench judgment,
police, land and public order
were to be under the control of
the Centre and the rest of the
subjects, including the services, should remain under
the Delhi Government, Mehra
said.
“It is the matter pertaining
to the issue of services which
find mention in Entry 41 of list
II of the Constitution. The
two-judge Bench expressed

divergent views and the matter
was before a three-judge Bench.
Since the entire administrative
control vests currently with
the Centre, it is an important
issue and impedes on the ability of the Delhi Government to
govern and implement its policy,” the counsel for the Delhi
Government added.
Earlier, the top court,
which was hearing pleas on six
matters pertaining to a longrunning conflict between the
Centre and the Delhi
Government, had given a
unanimous order on the
remaining five issues except the
control over services.
PNS
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However, Taliban actions so far, such as
renewed restrictions on women and the appointment of an all-male Government, have been met
with dismay by the international community.
Hazaras make up around 9 per cent of
Afghanistan’s 36 million people. They are often
targeted because they are Shiite Muslims in a
Sunni-majority country.

Amnesty’s secretary general, Agnes

Rai said that last year
27,000 complaints were
received through the app, out
of which more than 23,000
complaints have been resolved.
The maximum number of
complaints came from the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi , the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and the
Public Works Department
(PWD) .
“The app serves as a central point of coordination
through which residents of
Delhi, when encountered with
pollution, can convey the complaint to this war room
enabling the Government to
take further action.
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Callamard, said that “these cold-blooded executions (of the Hazaras) are further proof that
the Taliban are committing the same horrific
abuses they were notorious for during their previous rule of Afghanistan.”
Taliban spokespersons Zabihullah Mujahid
and Bilal Karimi did not respond to calls from
The Associated Press seeking comment.
The rights group said Sadiqullah Abed, the
Taliban-appointed chief of police for Daykundi,
denied any killings had happened and only said
that a member of the Taliban had been wounded in an attack in the province.
The Taliban took control of Daykundi
province on Aug. 14, according to the Amnesty
report, and an estimated 34 former soldiers
sought safety in Khidir district. The soldiers, who
had government military equipment and
weaponry with them, agreed to surrender to the
Taliban.
Mohammad Azim Sedaqat, who led the
group’s surrender, arranged to decommission the
weapons in the presence of Taliban members.
On August 30, an estimated 300 Taliban
fighters arrived in a convoy close to Dahani Qul
village, where the security forces members were
staying, some with family members, according
to Amnesty’s report.
As the security forces attempted to leave the
area with their families, Taliban fighters caught
up with them and opened fire on the crowd,
killing a 17-year-old girl named Masuma. One
soldier fired back, killing a Taliban fighter and
wounding another.
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This new slab notification comes with the
vehicle scrapping policy as announced in this
year’s annual budget which provides for fitness
test after 20 years for personal vehicles, while
commercial vehicles would require it after the
completion of 15 years. As per MoRTH research,
old vehicles are estimated to cause 10-12 times
more pollution than the latest vehicles.
To contain vehicle-related pollution, the
Government had earlier announced to impose
green tax on old polluting vehicles. While vehicles like strong hybrids, electric vehicles and
those running on alternative fuels like CNG,
ethanol and LPG will be exempted.
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Sharing his experience, the minister said that
he as the health minister faced mental pressure
during the second wave.
He continued saying, “People’s problems
shook me. After that I started doing yoga and
cycling in the morning. It is my request to all that
you also examine the problems of your mind and
work for its betterment. Spend enough time at
home with your children. Talk to them in a
friendly atmosphere.” The report noted that as
the Covid-19 Pandemic heads into its third year,
the impact on children and young people’s mental health continues to weigh heavily. Through
the pandemic, children have had limited access
to support from social services due to lockdown
measures. The disruption to routines, education,
recreation, as well as concern for family income
and health, is leaving many young people feeling afraid, angry, and concerned for their
future. A recent WHO report provides evidence
about the same. India is the most depressed
country in the world, leaving the USA and China
behind. The maximum cases of anxiety, schizophrenia, depression and bipolar disorders
were found in India, with most cases going unreported.
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he Delhi Cabinet on
Tuesday decided to continue providing free ration to
people without ration cards.
Under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Ar vind
Kejriwal, the decision has been
taken and it is expected to benefit 40 lakh non-PDS beneficiaries in the city.
For this, the Cabinet
approved C48 crore for procurement, distribution and
transportation of food grains.
In this, C42 crore will be spent
on the purchase of food grains.
About C2 crore will be spent on
transportation. While C3.6
crore will be paid to civil
defense employees.
The Food and Supplies
department has identified 100
places in different areas and
16,000 metric tonnes of wheat
and 4,000 metric tonnes of rice
would be required by the Delhi
Government to provide free
ration to 40 lakh non-PDS
beneficiaries. The AAP
Government will buy this
quantity from the Food
Corporation of India.

T

To provide relief to migrant
workers and the needy who lost
their livelihood due to Covid 19, the Delhi Government had
decided on May 25 to provide
free ration to all. “As per the eligibility prescribed under the
NFS Act 2013, five kg of food
grains were given free of cost to
the needy people including
migrant workers, unorganized
workers, construction workers,
domestic helpers who do not
have ration cards. Under this,
four kg of wheat and one kg of
rice are included per person per
month. Due to this decision of
the Cabinet, such people living
in Delhi were benefited and
now the number of beneficiaries has increased significantly. In addition, free food grains
are being provided to 72.78
lakh PDS beneficiaries under
regular allocation under
NFSA,” the Delhi Government
stated. At present, distribution
of food grains to the beneficiaries is being done in 282
Delhi
Government,
Corporation and New Delhi
Municipal Council schools.
Registration for ration can
be done by visiting Delhi
Government Ration E-Coupon
Corona Relief Portal. During
the distribution of ration, four
civil defense personnel will be
deployed per distribution center for security and compliance
with the Covid protocols.
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Gurugram: A case has been
registered by the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
(MCG) against those who have
illegally occupied valuable
Government
land
in
Wazirabad village.
Following this, on the complaint of Assistant Engineer
(Enforcement) Zone-3 of the
MCG, an FIR under the relevant Section of the IPC was
registered against such people
at the Sushant Lok police station in Gurugram on Tuesday.
According to the complaint a priest, Ishwar Singh
and other unknown people
had illegally occupied
Government land located in
DLF Phase-5, Wazirabad village.
According to sources,
many influential people may
also be exposed in this case.
Apart from this, the
enforcement wing of Zone-3 of
the MCG led by Assistant
Engineer Sanjog Sharma had
also demolished eight illegal
shops built on the Zone-3 area
of the MCG with the help of
JCB on Monday.
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elhi Congress accused the
Centre and the Uttar
D
Pradesh Government of “violating” all democratic norms by
detaining Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi for over 30
hours to prevent her from visiting the family members of the
farmers who were murdered at
Lakhimpur Kheri.
Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee president Anil
Kumar said that the party
organised demonstrations at
BJP offices in all the 14 districts
onTuesday to protest against
the murderous attacks on the
farmers.
He said that Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal was
“Kissan Virodhi”, as his sym-

pathy to the farmers’ cause was
a merely bogus as the AAP
Government validated the
black anti-farmer laws at a special session of the Delhi
Assembly.
Addressing the media,
Congress former MLA Anil
Bhardwaj said that even Chief
Ministers of Congress-ruled
States,
Punjab
and
Chhattisgarh were also prevented
from
visiting
Lakhimpur Kheri, which was a
gross violation of the rights of
a citizen.
Bhardwaj said that CM
Arvind had launched the
“Kissan Mitra” scheme with
much fanfare but just six farmers benefited from it, which
exposed the hollowness of the
whole process.
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From Page 1
Raut hit out at the BJP saying why is Priyanka in jail while
the accused son of the BJP
Minister still roaming free.
Their alliance partner in
Maharashtra, NCP supremo
Sharad Pawar termed the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident similar to the unfortunate
Jallianwala Bagh.
AICC sources said a delegation of Opposition parties
can visit Lakhimpur Kheri and
the talks are underway.
“Many topics have been
discussed. The incident that
happened in Uttar Pradesh
yesterday is a matter of concern. The arrest of Priyanka…
Detaining her illegally, all these
things that happened are
wrong. If democracy has to be
saved, everyone should come
together,” Raut told mediapersons after the meeting.
Asked if a delegation of
Opposition parties would visit
Lakhimpur Kheri in UP, he
said, “That has been discussed.”
The Shiv Sena MP said
there is a need for a joint
Opposition against the oppression meted out by the
Government in Uttar Pradesh.
Meanwhile a Trinamool
Congress delegation comprising MPs Kakoli Ghosh,
Sushmita Sen, Dola Sen and
Pratima Mandal is said to have
met the families of the deceased
farmers with Sushmita alleging
that not only were farmers
run over on Sunday leading to
deaths of four, shots were also
fired.
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From Page 1
Mishra has claimed that
“anti-social elements” have
infiltrated the farmers’ movement.
On the report that he has
dropped “BJP” word from his
twitter bio, the BJP MP from
Pilibhit said, “ I never had that
on my twitter.”
Varun has demanded a
Supreme Court -monitored
probe into the Lakhimpur incident.The farmers’ protest
against three-Central farm laws
allowing selling farmers produce outside the Mandis has
gained national attention less
than six months ahead of the
high-stake State election battle
in UP.On Sunday, the farmers,
who had assembled to protest
against the BJP, said the violence in Lakhimpur Kheri district started after their car
mowed down the protesters.
Four of the dead were
farmers, allegedly knocked
down by vehicles driven by BJP
workers travelling to welcome
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya to an event in the area.
The others were BJP workers and their driver who were
allegedly pulled out of the
vehicles and lynched. Two cars
were set on fire.
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he Delhi Cabinet on
Tuesday approved the
T
Memorandum
of
Understanding (MoU) between
IIT-Kanpur and the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) on “Real-Time Source
Apportionment
and
Forecasting for Advance Air
Pollution Management in
Delhi.” With this agreement,
the national Capital will get
accurate information about
real-time sources of air pollution. The Delhi Government
will also allocate funds to the
tune of C12.7 crore for this project.
“This will go a long way in
identifying and resolving various factors causing Delhi's

7Rc^VcdUZdafeV
Rfe`adj
From Page 1
Tikait also said that the second autopsy of the farmer in
Bahraich should be done by
outside doctors or else they will
not go ahead with the cremation. He said that next action
will be taken by the farmers
after they receive a postmortem
report. Officials from the district administration reached
the house of the grieving family in Bahraich and urged them
to conduct the last rites of the
victim. However, the family has
demanded that another postmortem be carried out, to
ascertain the cause of Singh’s
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“I am also happy that in the
houses being given under this
scheme more than 80 per cent
of the houses are in the name
of women or they are joint
owners,” he said.He used this
opportunity to lash out at the
previous Samajwadi Party
Government saying, “Before
2017, Centre had sanctioned
18,000 PM Awas in the State,
but the then State Government
did not even construct 18
houses. But our Government
led by Yogi Adityanath did a
commendable job by constructing 9 lakh PM Awas and
another 14 lakh are under construction. People should know
who had worked for the people.”“Before 2017, electricity

pollution,” Arvind Kejriwal,
Chief Minister of Delhi said
during cabinet meeting, “A
forecast will be issued for air
pollution management in
Delhi.”
While the technology to
collect real-time source apportionment of pollution has not
been implemented yet in any
other city of country, the low
cost unmanned spatial monitoring network for hotspots
and critical areas will be carried
out.
The detailed proposal was
submitted by Professor Mukesh
Sharma, IIT-Kanpur. A team of
IIT-Kanpur, IIT-Delhi, The
Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI), and IISER Mohali will
execute the study in the national Capital.
death.Dilbagh Singh, a farmers’
leader who was present, on the
site of the violence, added,
“The Minister’s son realised
that he may get caught, so he
shot one of the farmers and
fled.”Meanwhile, confirming
Mishra’s presence on the scene,
sources quoted a senior police
officer saying, “Ashish Mishra
did not expect such a crowd
and tried to escape, resulting in
the incident.”
Tejinder Virk, an injured
protester presently under medical treatment at Delhi’s
Medanta Hospital, also told
some media persons that
Union Minister Ajay Teni
Misra’s son had been part of the
convoy of cars that allegedly
mowed down at least three
farmers on Sunday.
was there where politicians
went and roads were constructed only on the recommendations of the ruling
Government politicians. But
now things have changed,” the
PM said.The PM also gave the
UP Government a target to lit
at least 2 diyas during the
Deepawali festival in all the 9
lakh PM awas. “During the
Deepawali festival this year
Ayodhya will light 7.50 lakh
diyas but it is my wish that
along with Ayodhya, all the 9
lakh PM Awas beneficiaries
should also light at least 2
diyas on their doorstep during
the festival,” he said.
CM Yogi Adityanath who
was on the stage, nodded his
head in affirmative. The PM
said UP is the land of Lord
Ram, Krishna, and Buddha
and it is the commitment of the
BJP Govt to develop it as
desired by the people.
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of an IAF officer in
Coimbatore recently, IAF
Chief V R Chaudhari on
Tuesday said no ‘two-finger
test’ was conducted on the
woman. She had alleged a fellow IAF officer had molested
her.
Cautioning that rules of
the IAF in such incidents are
“very strict,” the IAF chief also
said punitive action will be
taken based on the report of
a high-level inquiry into the
case.
“Let me assure you that
the Air Force law is very
strict on any such incidents.
The two-finger test that you
have mentioned is misreported.
I can confirm to you that
this test was not done and we
are well aware of the rules,”
Chaudhari said. He was reply-

ing to a question on allegations by the victim that she
was subjected to the outlawed test at a medical facility of the IAF.
A Flight Lieutenant was
arrested by the Tamil Nadu
Police for allegedly sexually
assaulting the 28-year-old
woman officer on September
10 in an Air Force academy.
The woman officer levelled serious charges against
IAF authorities, including
subjecting her to the banned
finger test and also forcing her
to withdraw the complaint
against the officer.
A local court in
Coimbatore last week directed the police to hand over the
case to the IAF. The woman
officer had asked for a police
investigation, alleging pressure and intimidation from
her superiors.
Following the court order,
the accused official was handed over by the police to the
IAF for a court-martial.

not impact India’s military
preparedness and suggested
that the Chinese military has
the disadvantage of high altitude in the region. “That is a
weak area for them,” he noted.
Asked about security
threats emanating from close
ties between Islamabad and
Beijing, he said there was
nothing to worry about the
partnership, but flagged con-

cerns over the possibility of
western technology reaching
China from Pakistan.
On the contentious issue
of proposed theatre commands as the IAF has reservations about this issue,
Chaudhari said his force is
fully committed to the theaterisation concept to best
utilise India’s militar y
resources.

ssuring necessary disciplinary action against the
A
guilty in the alleged rape case
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espite its depleting number
of fighter jets, the IAF will
D
be able to have the sanctioned
42 squadrons only after the
next 10-15 years even though
it has, of late, inducted several
new planes, IAF chief V R
Chaudhari said here on
Tuesday.
Sounding this note of caution in the backdrop of ever
present threat of a two-front
war simultaneously with China
and Pakistan, he also said the
IAF will manage to have 35
squadrons only in the coming
ten years. One squadron has 18
to 20 jets and the IAF, at present, has only 30 odd
squadrons of fighter jets.
On the present situation at
the Line of Control (LAC)in
Eastern Ladakh, Chaudhari
said China has built three airfields in that region on its
side. However, it remains to be
seen as to how their fighter jets
will take off from high altitude.
The IAF Chief said his
force is ready to meet any
challenge while addressing the
annual press conference ahead
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of the 89th anniversary of the
IAF on October 8. The newly
appointed chief also said new
infrastructure created by the
Chinese side on will not affect
India’s combat readiness.
Elaborating on the depleting fighter jets strength,
Chaudhari said remaining four
squadrons the ageing MIG-21
will be phased in the next four
to five years. “We will not be
able to do so in the next 10-15
years,” he said when asked to
give a time line to boost the
dwindling strength.
The IAF should have
around 35 fighter squadrons by
the next decade as he talked
about the phasing out of old
aircraft and induction of new
ones.
Listing out some of the
steps taken to address the issue
of dipping number of
squadrons, Chaudhari said the
IAF has placed an order for 83
indigenously designed and

built Tejas light combat aircraft
(LCA).
Moreover, the IAF has
received proposals from several leading aircraft manufacturers for the 114-medium combat aircraft. India had issued
the
Request
for
Information(RFI)some time
back and the proposals are now
getting scrutinised.
The nearly ten billion dollar proposed deal will see the
aircraft getting manufactured
within the country with fifth
generation capabilities, IAF
chief said adding strike capability has become more potent
with the induction of Rafale jets
and various weapon systems.
Coming to the situation on
the LAC in Eastern
Ladakh, he said new airbases
and other infrastructure created by the Chinese side in the
region will not affect his force’s
combat readiness.
Chaudhari said China
continued its deployment at
three airbases in the Tibet
region. However, he said the
building of airfields and other
infrastructure by China will

he Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday allotted
T
new party names and symbols
to Chirag Paswan and his uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras, days
after the poll panel barred Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP) factions
from using the party name and
symbol.
In separate letters to
Paswan and Paras, the EC
announced that the Lok
Janshakti Party faction led by
Chirag Paswan will be called
LJP (Ram Vilas) and have the
symbol of a helicopter, while
the Pashupati Kumar Paras
faction will be called Rashtriya
Lok Janshakti Party and will
have the symbol of a sewing
machine.
“Having considered the
request, the Commission has
allotted the name Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) for your
group and has allotted the
helicopter as the symbol to be
allotted to the candidate set up,
if any, by your group in the current by-election,” read a directive issued by the EC to Chirag.
In another order issued to
Paras, the EC said, “Having
considered your request, the
Commission has allotted the
name Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party for your group and has
allotted the symbol ‘Sewing
Machine’ to be allotted to the
candidate set up, if any, by your
group in the current by-election.”

The names and symbols
have been allotted to both the
parties to contest the upcoming bypolls to two assembly
seats in Bihar. The elections will
be held on October 30.
In an interim order on
October 2, the EC had asked
Paswan and Paras to choose
interim names and symbols for
the bye-polls by 1 pm on
Monday. It had barred both the
factions from using the name
of LJP or its symbol “bungalow’,
till the dispute is resolved. It
also directed both the factions
to submit documents supporting their claim to represent the
party by November 5. The poll
body has yet to pass an order
on which faction to retain the
original LJP symbol.
Both Chirag and his uncle
Paras had a few months back
parted ways amid a dispute
over the running of the party
and are fighting for the right to

use the LJP name and its symbol. In June, the Lok Janshakti
Party had plunged into a crisis
after five of its six Lok Sabha
MPs rebelled against Chirag.
The rebel MPs had told Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla that
they have chosen Paras as the
party’s leader in Parliament.
The development, effectively a
coup against Chirag, came less
than a year after his father and
former Union Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan died in October.
He was the founder of the Lok
Janshakti Party.
After Birla named Paras as
the leader of the Lok Janshakti
Party in the Lok Sabha, Chirag
had approached the Delhi High
Court challenging the move.
The LJP was formed by former Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan in 2000. Paswan, a
heavyweight leader in Bihar
politics, passed away in
October 2020.
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n a step to further fine tune
the synergy between the two
navies, India and Japan will
have the fifth edition of India
–Japan Maritime Bilateral
Exercise, JIMEX for three days
starting Wednesday in the

I

fter hours of global outage,
the services of Facebook,
A
Instagram and WhatsApp

Arabian Sea.
These bilateral series of
exercises commenced in
January 2012 with special
focus on maritime security
cooperation. The last edition
of JIMEX was conducted in
September 2020.
Indigenously built Guided
Missile Stealth Destroyer
Kochi and Guided Missile
Frigate Teg, under the command of Rear Admiral Ajay
Kochhar, Flag Officer
Commanding Western Fleet,
will represent the Indian Navy.
The Japanese Maritime
Self-Defence Force will be
represented by JMSDF ships
Kaga, an Izumo Class
Helicopter Carrier and

Murasame, a Guided Missile
Destroyer, led by Rear
Admiral
IkeuchiIzuru,
Commander Escort Flotila - 3
(CCF-3).
In addition to ships, P-8I
Long Range Maritime Patrol
Aircraft, Dornier Maritime
Patrol Aircraft, integral helicopters and MiG 29K fighter
aircraft will also participate in
the exercise, Navy officials
said here on Wednesday.
JIMEX-21 aims to develop common understanding
of operational procedures and
enhance inter-operability
through conduct of a multitude of advanced exercises,
across the entire spectrum of
maritime operations.

resumed on Tuesday. But it
took over 6 to 7 hours for
Facebook to resolve the issue
that the company claimed arose
due to a “faulty configuration
change”.
Downdetector.com, a website that tracks outages, stated
in a post that the Facebook outage has become the largest in
its history with over 10.6 million reports from all over the
world. The interesting part
about the glitch was how it
made Facebook servers, including
the
ser vers
for
Facebook.com, vanish from
the internet.
The personal wealth of
Facebook co-founder and
CEO Mark Zuckerberg also
fell by nearly $7 billion in a
few hours, following a selloff
that sent the social-media
giant’s stock plummeting
about five percent on Monday.
Zuckerberg, apologised

for the disruption of services.
In
a
statement,
he
said,”Facebook, Instagram,
WhatsApp and Messenger are
coming back online now.
Sorry for the disruption today
— I know how much you rely
on our services to stay connected with the people you
care about.”
Taking to Twitter early on
Tuesday, WhatsApp said:
“Apologies to everyone who
hasn’t been able to use
WhatsApp today. We’re starting to slowly and carefully get
WhatsApp working again.
Thank you so much for your
patience. We will continue to
keep you updated when we
have more information to
share.”

Facebook blamed a faulty
configuration change for this
outage that prevented the
company’s 3.5 billion users
from accessing its social
media and messaging services.
The social media app,
photo and video sharing app,
and messing app had crashed
on Monday evening.
As per DownDetector, , 40
per cent of users were unable
to download the WhatsApp,
30 per cent had trouble in
sending messages and 22 per
cent had problems with the
web version.
According to reports,
along with the drop in stocks
of
Facebook,
Mark
Zuckerberg’s worth has fallen
by nearly $19 billion since
September 13, 2021, due to a
whistleblower and outage.
According to Forbes realtime billionaires list,
Zuckerberg is currently in
the sixth position, losing to
Bill Gates and Larry Ellison,
and has a total net worth of
$116.8 billion.
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he National Health
Authority (NHA), the apex
T
body for implementing
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB
PM-JAY) has revised the
Health Benefit Package (HBP)
Master under the scheme. In
the revised version of Health
Benefit Package, rates of some
health packages have been
increased by 20 per cent to 400
per cent under PM-JAY.
Around 400 procedure
rates have been revised and one
new additional medical management package related to
black fungus has also been
added. The revised package is
expected to be rolled out from
next month.
Mansukh Mandaviya,
Union Minister of Health said
“The revised packages for
oncology will enhance cancer
care for the beneficiaries in the
country. Addition of new packages related to black fungus will
be a huge relief to the beneficiaries. I am sure that the
rationalised HBP will further
improve the uptake of schemes
in private hospitals leading to
reduced
Out-of-Pocket
Expenditure for the beneficiaries.”
Dr RS Sharma, CEO,
National Health Authority
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*Radiation oncology procedures,
Medical
Management procedures like
procedure for dengue, acute
febrile illness etc., Surgical
package treatment for black
fungus, Other procedures like
Right/left heart catheterization,
PDA
closure,
A r t h r o d e s i s ,
Cholecystectomy, appen(NHA) assured that NHA constantly works on the feedback
received from stakeholders for
rationalization of health benefit package master. Since the
inception of the AB PM-JAY
scheme, new packages have
been added to cover more disease conditions and regular
rates of the packages are being
revised to provide better
healthcare services.
“These changes are necessitated to ensure effective
implementation of the scheme
and will be made in the
Transaction Management
System (TMS) to ensure that
there are no challenges in
portability. State Health
Agencies (SHAs) currently

dicectomy etc.
*Under medical management procedures, rates for
ICU with ventilator has been
revised by 100 per cent, rates
for ICU without ventilator by
136 percent, rates for HDU
has been revised by 22 percent
while prices for routine ward
has been revised by 17 percent.
implementing any of the previous versions of HBP can
now accept and implement the
latest version of HBP 2.2.”
Currently, Ayushman
Bharat PM-JAY has 1669
treatment procedures out of
which 1080 are surgical, 588
medical and one unspecified
package.
In 2018, the scheme was
launched with the HBP 1.0
with a total of 1,393 packages.
The scheme aims to provide
free and cashless healthcare services up to Rs 5 lacs per family per year to over 10.74 crore
poor and vulnerable families
(over 53 crore beneficiaries) as
per Socio-Economic Caste
Census (SECC)-2011 database.
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he 21st convention of the
All India CGHS Employees
T
Union elected a new Central
Executive Committee with
Vikas Jain elected as National
President and Frank Ellis as
Secretary during its two-day
convention in Meerut last

week.
About 125 delegates and
observers from 24 branches of
different cities of CGHS union
participated. Alok Saxena,
Additional Secretary, Union
Health Ministry and special
guest Dr. Sanjay Jain, Director
CGHS Delhi attended the session.
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he Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is the only organisation
T
in the country today which has
rejected the politics of caste,
nepotism, appeasement and corruption, party chief JP Nadda
said on Tuesday.
Addressing the national
executive meeting of the party's

youth wing, Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha (BJYM), here,
Nadda said, "BJP is the only
organisation in the country
today which has rejected politics
of caste, nepotism, appeasement
and corruption. The policies
and welfare schemes of the
Central government reflect the
concept of inclusive development
for all sections of the society.
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n a series of attacks 'unidentified' terrorists shot dead
three persons, including a
renowned medical store owner
Makhan Lal Bindroo near
Iqbal Park area of Srinagar on
Monday evening.
According to police the
first attack took place around
7.20 p.m, second after a gap of
30 minutes in which a nonlocal vendor was also shot
dead near Madina Chowk, Lal
Bazar area of Srinagar. The
third incident was reported
from Shahgund area of
Bandipora where a civilian was
shot dead from a close range.
According to the twitter
handle of the Jammu and
Kashmir police, "Terrorists
fired upon Owner of Bindroo
Medicate namely Makhan Lal
Bindroo near Iqbal Park
Srinagar. He was shifted to hospital where he succumbed to
his injuries. Area cordoned off
& search to nab the terrorists
is going on".
In another tweet Kashmir
Zone Police said, "Terrorists
killed one non-local near
Madina Chowk Lalbazar
Srinagar. The deceased person
has been identified as Virender
Paswan resident of Bhagalpur
Bihar, a street hawker, presently residing at Alamgari Bazar
Zadibal. Search in the area is in
progress".

I

Meanwhile, a civilian killed
in Bandipora has been identified as Mohd Shafi Lone resident of Naidkhai.
These three back to back
attacks came close on the heels
of targeted killing of several
policemen and leaders belonging to the minority community and political leaders.
According to reports,
Makhan Lal Bindroo had not
migrated from Srinagar even
during peak militancy and
stayed back.
Aakash Mehra, son of a
famous Krishna dhaba
owner,was shot at by a motorcycle borne terrorists in Sonwar
area of Srinagar on Feb 17,
2021. He succumbed to his fatal
injuries, 11 days later in the
SMHS hospital in Srinagar.
Before him, a famous jeweller Satpal Nischal from
Punjab settled in Srinagar for
several years was killed from a
close range in the first week of
January 2021.
LG Manoj Sinha condemned the attacks. ‘’Deeply
anguished to hear about the
terror attack on Shri Makhan
Lal Bindroo, owner of Bindroo
Medicate. I strongly condemn
this cowardly act. My deepest
condolences to the bereaved
family. Perpetrators of this
heinous act will be brought to
justice very soon.’’
‘’I strongly condemn the
killing of civilians Shri Virender

Paswan and Shri Mohd Shafi
Lone by terrorists. The barbaric
act of killing innocent people
is against humanity’’, he tweeted.
Condemning the attack,
former Chief Minister and
National Conference Vice
President OmarAbdullah
tweeted, "What terrible news!
He was a very kind man. I’ve
been told he never left during
the height of militancy and
remained with his shop open.
I condemn this killing in the
strongest possible terms & convey my heartfelt condolences to
his family".
PDP Chief and former
Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti also condemned the targeted killing of a Kashmiri
pandit. "Condemn the killing of
M L Bindroo who chose to stay
back in Kashmir even during
peak insurgency. Such acts of
violence have no place in our
society. May his family find the
strength to deal with this
loss",tweeted PDP Chief.
On September 18, a
Kashmiri pandit cop was shot
dead while he was returning
home in civies after winding up
day's work in Kulgam.
On September 12, a newly
recruited Sub-Inspector Arshad
Ashraf Meer was 'mercilessly'
shot dead in Khanyar area of
Srinagar.
Two policemen were shot
dead from a close range by a

terrorist in Barzulla area of
Srinagar while they were waiting for their tea cups in
February 2021
Then in the month of June,
Inspector Parvaiz Ahmad Dar,
working with the criminal
investigation department
(CID) wing was shot near his
house in Nowgam when he was
returning home after offering
evening prayers.
In August, terrorists had
targeted public representatives
across different parts of
Kashmir valley.
On August 17, armed terrorists gunned down constituency
President
Homishalibugh, Javed Ahmad
Dar in South Kashmir's
Kulgam district .
Another BJP Sarpanch
Ghulam Rasool Dar along with
his wife was 'mercilessly' killed
by the terrorists inside their
home in Lal Chowk area of
Anantnag on August 9. Three
days later, a three year old
nephew of a BJP leader Jasbir
Singh (Mandal President) in
Rajouri was killed in a grenade
attack on his house in Rajouri.
On June 2, 2021 a
Bharatiya Janta Party
Councillor Rakesh Pandita was
shot dead in Tral in the South
Kashmir district of Pulwama.
Over half a dozen BJP
leaders and their close family
members were also killed by
the terrorists last year.
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terror in India,” perpetrating
incidents like the one that took
place at Lakhimpur Kheri in
Uttar Pradesh where protesting
farmers were crushed to death
under the wheels of a vehicle
allegedly being driven by a
Union Minister’s son.
Question Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “sense of
justice,” TMC MP Dr Kakoli
Ghoshdastidar on Tuesday
asked “I heard the Prime
Minister was visiting
Lucknow … the same State
where this barbaric incident
has taken place … but he
would not visit the families of
the victims … what message
is he leaving for the people
not of this place or this State
but for the people of this
country… is this the kind of
democracy that the BJP
Government has given us?”
Hitting out at the Yogi
Adityanath Government for
stopping theopposition leaders
from visiting the place of occurrence, Ghoshdastidar on
Tuesday said “there is no
democracy in UP … there is no
democracy in places run by the
BJP… Otherwise protesting
farmers would not have been
crushed under the wheels of a
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city court on Tuesday sent
A
four more arrested in the
mid-sea drug bust to the custody of the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) till October 11,
even as the total number of persons in the sensational case
mounted to 12.
A day after a city court
remanded Bollywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan’s eldest son
Aryan Khan and seven others
in its custody till October 7, the
NCB produced before four
more accused --Abdul Qadir
Sheikh (30),Shreyas Nair (23),
Manish Darya (26) and Avin
Sahu (30) before Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
R. M. Nerlikar, who sent them
to the NCB’s custody till
Monday next.
The new four arrests were
made in the case late on
Monday and Tuesday. of them,
the name had cropped up during the questioning of two
arrested accused Aryan and
Arbaaz Merchantt. The NCB
suspects that the drugs used at
the rave party held on a Goabound cruise ship on Saturday
night might have been bought
by the youngsters using crypto currency.
Meanwhile, informed
sources in the federal anti-agency
said that the NCB had arrested
four persons linked to M/s
Namas'cray Experience Private
Limited, which organised a rave
party on board the Goa-bound
Cordelia Cruises' Empress ship.
All the newly arrested persons

are from New Delhi.. However,
there was no official word as yet
from the NCB.
Like the earlier accused, the
current four accused have been
booked under sections 8(c)
(produce, manufacture, possess, sell or purchase of drugs)
and 27 (punishment for consumption of any narcotics or
drugs) and 27 A ( punishment
for financing illicit traffic and
harbouring offenders) of the
Narcotics
Drugs
and
Psychotropic Substances Act
(NDPS).
In his order sending four
newly arrested accused in the
case to the NCB’s custody till
October 11, Additional CMM
Nerlikar noted: “Considering
the submissions and nature of
offence, I am of the view that
thorough investigation be carried out of the accused custody.
I remand them to NCB’s custody till October 11”.
Rejecting the plea for a
shorter duration of custody, the
Additional CMM said: ``The
submissions made by both parties and the quantity alleged
contraband seized from the

accused, I am of the view that
legal investigation is required to
be carried out to go to root of
case for the NCB authorities”.
Twenty-three-year-old
Aryan and seven others were
initially detained on Saturday
night and later arrested on
Sunday, after the NCB officials
busted a rave party and seized
13 grams of cocaine, 5 grams of
MD (Mephedrone), 21 grams
of Charas, 22 pills of MDMA
(Ecstasy) and Rs 1.33 lakh in
cash from Goa-bound Cordelia
Cruises' Empress ship, off the
Mumbai coast here.
In his order extending the
NCB custody of Aryan and two
others -----Arbaaz Seth
Merchantt and Munmun
Dhamecha --till October 7,
Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Nerlikar had
observed in his order: “For the
circumstances presented to me,
it seems that the co-accused
possess intermediate contraband and the present accused
(Khan) accompanied them.
Investigation is of prime
importance. It will be essential
for the Prosecution and

accused to prove is innocent”.
The five others arrested
along with Aryan, Arbaaz and
Munmun were sent to the
NCB custody till October 7 late
in the evening on Monday.
In a related development,
the NCB is looking into the role
of Kashiff Khan, managing
director of FTV India, in the
mid-sea drug bust case. FTV
India had hired the services
from Namas'cray Experience
Private Limited to organise
the event on board Cordelia
Cruises' Empress ship.
At the hearing held on
Monday, Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) Anil Singh -while rooting for the accused
till October 11, had said: "There
is incriminating material found
through WhatsApp chats with
drug peddlers. Raids are going
on now. Shocking incriminating material in WhatsApp
shows international drug trafficking."
He also cited judgements
passed by the Bombay High
Court judgments holding that
all offences under the NDPS
Act ---- under which Aryan
and other accused have been
booked, non-bailable.
"Ultimately, the person
may not be found with commercial quantity but then custody is required to find out the
chain or links...Where is the
financing made, who is the
source, all this needs to be
found out. So we are only asking for a few more days of custody,” the ASG had averred.
"Taking drugs has become

5ZUZe`eR\V`ReYe`^`cc`h

he Trinamool Congress has
T
once again slammed the
BJP for unleashing a “reign of

very common. College going
kids are taking. Regular students may get influenced due
to the high profile persons
taking drugs. Hence, we are
trying to curb the menace. All
three should be sent to NCB
custody," the ASG had told the
court.
However, Aryan’s lawyer
Satish Maneshinde had argued
that no drugs were found or
seized from his client. He told
the court that Aryan was a
“special invitee” by the organisers - and he cannot be held
responsible for the seizure.
Presenting the argument
from his client’s point of view,
Maneshinde said: "The panchnama does not indicate anything seized from me except
my mobile. My friend was
arrested because he had 6 gms
of charas, with which I was not
connected."
"Upon further interrogation, they have downloaded my
WhatsApp chats. While I was
abroad, they claim that my
chats indicate international
drug trafficking. The entire
period of my stay abroad, I
have not been involved in any
trafficking, supply or distribution".
"As of now, in 48 hours,
nothing has been found against
me. Any prayer for further custody may be rejected. Whatever
they had to interrogate with
me, they have. I have cooperated, and they also were nice to
me. I showed my good conduct. Did not delete anything,”
Maneshinde had argued.

?=BQ :>;:0C0

by-election, will take oath as a
member of State Assembly
along with two other party
MLAs on October 7.
This was revealed in a Raj
Bhawan tweet that said
“Governor WB Shri Jagdeep
Dhankhar would administer
oath/affirmation to the elected
members to the WBLA viz.,
Mamata Banerjee, Jakir
Hussein and Amirul Islam at
the premises of the West Bengal

Legislative Assembly (WBLA)
on 7 October, 2021 at 11:45
hours.”
Banerjee had won the
Bhawanipore seat by a record
margin of 58,835 votes. She
needed to win the election to
remain Chief Minister as she
had earlier been defeated from
Nandigram by Opposition
leader Suvendu Adhikari in the
April-May
Assembly
elections.
While Hossain won the
Jangipur seat by a whopping
margin of 92,480 votes Islam
won from Samsrganj by a margin of 26,379 votes.

this is the kind of democracy
we have in UP.”
Offering apology for the
UP Government’s acts Bengal
BJP leader Dilip Ghosh said
that “no Government will want
commotion and disturbance
…it is a simple rule that during a heated situation political

opposition is shut out from visiting a particular area … What
does Mamata Banerjee do in
Bengal … here we are not
even allowed to move out of
our houses … whenever we go
out for a small programme a
number of cases are slapped
against us.”

engal Chief Minister
B
Mamata Banerjee, who
won the Bhawanipore seat in a
minister’s vehicle …Do you
call it a democracy … do such
things happen in a democracy?”
Another TMC leader said,
“By killing the farmers the
Government has sent a strong
message to the protesters who
would raise a voice against the
BJP … the message is simple
and clear … there is no place
for opposition in India … all
who will protest will meet a
similar fate.”
Dr Ghosdastidar and her
Lok Sabha colleague Dola Sen
on Tuesday visited the
Lakhimpur on Tuesday. While
they were stopped from visiting the area on Monday they
were allowed to visit the place
on Tuesday leading the Left to
question the “camaraderie
between the two parties.”
Attacking the Yogi
Government apparently for
attesting Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra the
TMC leader said that “in UP
the police dances to the tune of
the political bosses … they are
not arresting the culprits but
people who are protesting …

FAA`]ZTVSfcjZ_X
ZedV]WZ_ZX_`cR_TV
Z_VaeZefUV+
4YZUR^SRcR^
New Delhi: Congress leader
and former Union minister P.
Chidambaram has slammed
the Uttar Pradesh police following party General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra's arrest
on her way to Lakhimpur
Kheri, saying the force is burying itself in ignorance and
ineptitude.
"The sections of law under
which Priyanka Vadra has been
reportedly charged are laughable. S.151 CrPC contains no
offence at all. It is a provision
for arrest for a period not
exceeding 24 hours. No person
can be 'charged' under S. 151,S.
107 & 116 of IPC related to
abetment. You must say who
she abetted. You must say what
crime she abetted. Abetment
cannot be in the vacuum,"
Chidambaram said.
"When she was arrested at
4.30 a.m. on Monday, she was
abetting nobody and she was
abetting no crime. In fact, the
arresting police officer mentioned only S.151 CrPC and no
other provision of law and no
other crime. The Uttar Pradesh
police is burying itself under
ignorance and ineptitude," he
added.
Priyanka Gandhi has been
formally arrested after a case
was registered against her at the
Hargaon police station in
Sitapur under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code,
including disobeying prohibitory orders and abetment.
IANS
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ongress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
C
being detained in the wee
hours of October 4 and finally arrested on Tuesday could
be a defining moment of
Indian politics, claim Congress
leaders as the coincidence is
that Indira Gandhi too was
arrested on October 4 in 1977.
Comparisons are on in
social media whether this
arrest could change the
Congress fortunes as after
Indira Gandhi's arrest and
later in the election in 1980 the
Congress returned with a
thumping majority.
From her detention
Priyanka said, "Modiji,
Namaskar... Maine suna hai ki
azadi ka amrit mahotsav manane aap Lucknow aa rahe hain,
mein aap se pooch na chahti
hun ki aapne ye video dekha
hai, aapki sarkar ke ek mantri
ke bete ne kisano ko kuchal
diya, is video ko dekhiye aur
desh ko bataiye ke is mantri ko
barkhast kyun nahi kiya gya aur
is ladke ko giraftar kyun nahi
kia gya. (I have heard that you
are coming to Lucknow to celebrate 'Azadi ka Amrit

1LWLVKVODPV/DOX
EV]R_XR_R4><4C
&DQDUD%DQN VH[FKLHIPDQDJHUVHQW
UV^R_UdTRdeVTV_dfd VD\VZKRLVVWRSSLQJ
WR\HDUVLQMDLORWKHUVJHW\U5,
Z_TcVRdVZ_D4bf`eR
KLPIURPFDPSDLJQLQJ
;2345A0D320B4
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Pune-based Special CBI
Court on Tuesday senA
tenced a former chief manager
of Canara Bank to five years’ rigorous imprisonment and three
others company employees of
two private companies to three
years of rigorous imprisonment
for allegedly defrauding the
Bank by way of discounting of
246 bills against Letters of Credit
(LCs) issued by it.
The CBI court handed out
five years’ rigorous imprisonment
to S R Hegde, then Chief
Manager, Canara Bank, Deccan
Gymkhana Branch, and imposed
a fine of Rs 1 lakh on him.
The court sentenced
Ganesh Kolhe and Ganesh
Gaikwad, then Account
Assistants M/s. Varron
Aluminium Pvt. Ltd. & M/s.
Varron Auto Comp Pvt. Ltd., to
undergo three years’ rigorous
Imprisonment. It imposed a
fine of Rs. 1.5 lakh on Kolhe,
while the judge levied a fine of
Rs 1 lakh on Gaikwad.
The CBI sentenced Manoj
S. Salvi, Proprietor of M/s.
Ratna Metal Mart to three
years’ rigorous imprisonment
and imposed a fine of Rs. one

elangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao on
T
Tuesday urged the Centre to

lakh on him.. The Court also
imposed a fine of Rs. one crore
each on M/s. Varron
Aluminium Pvt. Ltd., Pune
and M/s. Varron Auto Comp
Pvt. Ltd., Pune (both accused
in the case).
The CBI had registered
the case had on February
23,2017 registered a complaint
lodged by the Bank of India in
the matter of discounting 246
bills against Letter of Credit
(LC) issued by Canara Bank,
Deccan Gymkhana Branch,
Pune to the tune of Rs.300
crore (approx.).
The Prosecution’s case was
that the accused hatched conspiracy and in pursuance of the
conspiracy, the Managing
Director of both the companies, M/s. VAPL & M/s.
VACPL had a fraudulent Letter
of Credit (LC) issued on

February 29,2016 through the
then Chief Manager of Canara
Bank, Deccan Gymkhana
Branch, Pune.
As part of the conspiracy,
246 forged bills were allegedly
submitted in the Bank of India
and got the same discounted
fraudulently in the name of the
other co-accused companies.
The money received from these
fraudulent transactions were
again allegedly transferred to the
accounts of M/s. Varron Group
of companies and also dishonestly/fraudulently utilized for
reducing their earlier liabilities
with State Bank of India.
After the investigation, the
CBI had filed a charge-sheet
against the accused in the
Court of Special Judge, CBI
Cases, Pune. The Trial Court
found the accused guilty and
convicted them.

enhance the reservation quota
of Scheduled Castes and also
undertake a caste census.
Speaking in the Assembly,
he demanded that the Centre
should increase the SC quota
beyond the existing 15 per
cent in view of changed
dynamics.
Replying to debate on Dalit
Bandhu scheme launched by
his government, he said that
the population of SCs has
increased since the enactment
to provide them 15 per cent
reservation.
KCR, as Rao is popularly
known, pointed out that contrary to general perception
that Dalits are only 15 per cent
of the total population in
Telangana, statistics show that
they are 17.53 per cent.
He said in some districts,
Dalits are more than 20 per
cent of the population.
Mancherial district has the
highest population of Dalits at
25.64 per cent. He said out of
1.03 crore families in

Telangana, nearly 18 lakh are
Dalits.
The Chief Minister also
urged the Centre to undertake
caste census. He announced
that the Assembly will pass a
resolution in this regard and
send it to the Centre.
KCR backed the suggestion
of All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) leader
Akbaruddin Owaisi for caste
census and wondered why the
Centre was not coming forward to undertake this.
"All kinds of nonsense is
spoken in the absence of statistics. Unless you have the facts
and figures, you can't make the
proper plans for upliftment of
any section," he said.
KCR also pointed out that
unlike other countries, India
has no national identity card.
"Even our neighbouring country Myanmar has issued identity cards. With great difficulty, we had Aadhaar but for
some strange reasons, even
this is not accepted as a national identity card," he said.
The Chief Minister also
underlined the need for categorization
of
SC
reservation.
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head of the by-election,
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
A
Kumar on Tuesday sharply
attacked RJD chief Lalu Prasad.
He said that Lalu Prasad used
to do election campaigns from
jail in the past.
Nitish Kumar, after completing the aerial survey of
flood affected districts of North
Bihar, came back to Patna in
the evening. When he was
asked by the reporters that
Lalu Prasad is coming to Bihar
for election campaign, Nitish
Kumar said: "Who has stopped
him from coming to Bihar for
election campaign? He would
address the gathering or not,
only he would know. He was
doing the same in the past from
jail."
"JDU is contesting from
Kusheshwar
Sthan
in
Darbhanga and Tarapur in
Munger in support of our
alliance partners. The NDA is
united," Kumar said.
He further said that every
party has a different working
style. "I believe voters are the
king in democracy. They will
make their decision," he added.

JDU candidate Aman
Bhushan Hajari and Rajiv
Kumar Singh filed the nominations from Kusheshwar
Sthan and Tarapur respectively on Tuesday. The voting
for these two seats will be
held on October 30 and the
resu lt wi l l b e out on
November 2.
Meanwhile, Lalu Prasad
addressed the workers of the
RJD through video conferencing from Delhi and asked them
to establish contact with common people of Bihar.
"RJD members should
fight for the people who are
being victimized by the system or powerful persons of
society. The path of justice is
not smooth. You have to
struggle for success. You may
face the consequences like
going into jail but don't get
afraid of it. Those who are
afraid of going into jail, cannot do Satyagrah," Lalu
Prasad said.
While attacking NDA
especially BJP, he said that the
saffron leaders are creating
differences among followers
of Ram and Rahim to rule the
country.

Mahotsav'. I want to ask you
that have you seen the video.
The son of one of your cabinet
ministers has crushed the farmers. Watch this video and tell the
country why hasn't the minister been dismissed and why
hasn't this boy been arrested)."
Indira Gandhi was going
to meet victims of Belchi and
Priyanka Gandhi was also trying to meet the families of the
victims of Lakhimpur Kheri
but was not allowed.
Indira Gandhi was arrested along with four others,
K.D. Malaviya, H.R. Gokhale,
P.C. Sethi and D.P.
Chattopadhyaya.
Indira Gandhi at that time
had said that her arrest was
political. "I have tried to serve
our people and our country to
the best of my ability. No
matter what the charge or
charges now made against
me, this arrest is a political
one. It is to prevent me from
going to the people," Indira
Gandhi was quoted as saying.
At that time Indira Gandhi
was an opposition leader and
had lost the general election post
the emergency but was not as
weak as the Congress is
now.

$QGKUD*RYWWR
SURYLGHIUHH
VDQLWDU\QDSNLQV
WRJLUOVWXGHQWV
Amaravati: In a bid to ensure
access to menstrual hygiene for
adolescent girls and young
women, the Andhra Pradesh
Government has launched a
program under which branded sanitary napkins will be
provided free of cost to girl students of Government educational institutions.
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Tuesday launched
'Swechha' program to tackle
the stigma attached to menstruation, prioritize female personal hygiene, and encourage a
healthy dialogue of information.
"One should not shy away
from talking about menstruation. We need to create more
awareness among female students and educate them on safe
practices," the Chief Minister
observed on the occasion.
The State Government will
provide quality branded sanitary
napkins to female students at
government educational institutions, free of cost. Ten sanitary
napkins will be given every
month to about 10 lakh adolescent girls studying from 7-12
grades in all government schools
and intermediate colleges across
the state.
IANS
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7KHUHQHHGVWREHPRUHFODULW\IURPWKH
6XSUHPH&RXUWRQSHRSOH¶VULJKWWRSURWHVW

KHRQJRLQJIDUPHUV·SURWHVWGHPDQGLQJUHSHDORIWKHWKUHHDJULFXOWXUDOODZVPD\
VHHWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWOD\GRZQWKHSDUDPHWHUVIRUSHRSOHWRH[HUFLVHWKHLU
ULJKWWRSURWHVW-XVWLFH$0.KDQZLONDUKHDULQJDSHWLWLRQRIDIDUPHUV·RUJDQ
LVDWLRQVHHNLQJSHUPLVVLRQWRVLWRQD¶VDW\DJUDKD·DW-DQWDU0DQWDULQ'HOKLDVNHG
KRZFDQWKHUHEHDSURWHVWZKHQWKHPDWWHULVVXEMXGLFH+HPHDQWWKDWQRUHDVRQ
IRUSURWHVWH[LVWVEHFDXVHWKHFRXUWKDGDOUHDG\VWD\HGWKHWKUHHFRQWURYHUVLDOODZV
DQGWKH*RYHUQPHQWKDVDOVRDVVXUHGWKDWLWZLOOQRWJLYHHIIHFWWRLW,VWKHMXGJH
LPSO\LQJWKDWSHRSOHFDQQRWH[HUFLVHWKHLUULJKWWRSURWHVWZKHQWKHLUFKDOOHQJHRI
WKHFRQVWLWXWLRQDOLW\RIDODZLVEHLQJKHDUGE\WKHFRXUW"7KHVHFRQGLVVXHLVWKDW
WKHSURWHVWLVDJDLQVWWKHH[HFXWLYHWKDWEURXJKWLQWKHIDUPODZVDQGWKHGHPDQGLV
IRUUHSHDOZKLOHWKHSHWLWLRQLVEHIRUHWKHMXGLFLDU\ZKLFKLVDQDOWRJHWKHUVHSDUDWH
FRQVWLWXWLRQDOERG\$IRUPHU&KLHI-XVWLFHRI,QGLD
-XVWLFH6$%REGHZKLOHKHDULQJD3,/IRUVXVSHQG
LQJWKHIDUPHUV·SURWHVWVKDGVDLG´:HFODULI\WKDW
WKLVFRXUWZLOOQRWLQWHUIHUHZLWKWKHSURWHVWLQTXHV
WLRQ,QGHHGWKHULJKWWRSURWHVWLVSDUWRIDIXQGD
PHQWDOULJKWDQGFDQDVDPDWWHURIIDFWEHH[HU
FLVHGVXEMHFWWRSXEOLFRUGHUµ7KDWWKHFRXUWUHIXVHG
WRLQWHUIHUHZLWKWKHSURWHVWVZKHQLWZDVKHDULQJ
DFDVHDERXWWKHIDUPSURWHVWVVKRZVWKDWWKHLVVXH
RIVXEMXGLFH ZDVQRWLQWKHIUDPHRIWKHFRXUW·V
WKRXJKWRUUHDVRQLQJDWWKDWWLPH
6HFRQGO\WKHFRXUWDOVRFODULILHGZKHWKHUWKH
ULJKWWRSURWHVWZDVSDUWRIDIXQGDPHQWDOULJKW7KLUGO\WKHFRXUWFODULILHGWKDWWKH
UHDVRQDEOHUHVWULFWLRQRQWKDWULJKWLVWKDWLWVKRXOGEHSHDFHIXO)RXUWKO\LQ)HEUXDU\
LQDFDVHUHODWHGWR'HOKL·V6KDKHHQ%DJKSURWHVWVWKDWODVWHGTXLWHVRPHWLPH
WKH6XSUHPH&RXUWVDLG´«WKHODZLVIDFLQJFRQVWLWXWLRQDOFKDOOHQJHEHIRUHWKLVFRXUW
EXWWKDWE\LWVHOIZLOOQRWWDNHDZD\WKHULJKWWRSURWHVWRIWKHSHUVRQVZKRIHHODJJULHY
HGE\WKHOHJLVODWLRQµ7KDWZDVWKHFOHDUHVWUXOLQJE\WKHFRXUWRQWKHVXEMXGLFH
TXHVWLRQ,WLVRQO\QRZWKDWWKHPDWWHUKDVEHHQDLUHGE\WKHFRXUWLQWKHIDUPHUV·
SURWHVWFDVH6LQFHWKHFRXUWZDQWVWRIUDPHOHJDOTXHVWLRQVRQWKHLVVXHLWLVSHU
WLQHQWWRQRWHWKDWTXHVWLRQLQJZKHWKHUDJURXSZDQWLQJWKHFRXUWWRFKHFNWKHYDOLG
LW\RIWKHIDUPODZVFDQVLPXOWDQHRXVO\SURWHVWRQWKHVDPHLVVXHZLOOOHDGWRWKH
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQWKDWWKHULJKWWRSURWHVWLVPXWXDOO\H[FOXVLYHIURPWKHULJKWWRFKDO
OHQJHWKHFRQVWLWXWLRQDOLW\RIDODZ:KLOHDZDLWLQJWKHFRXUW·VLQGXOJHQFHLWPXVW
EHSRLQWHGRXWWKDWWKHIDUPHUV·SURWHVWLVIRUWRWDOUHSHDORIWKHODZVDQGQRWKLQJ
HOVH7KDWPHDQVWKHVXUHVWZD\WRGHDOZLWKWKHIDUPHUV·SHWLWLRQLVWRVXEMHFWWKH
FRQVWLWXWLRQDOLW\RIWKHWKUHHIDUPODZVWRMXGLFLDOVFUXWLQ\
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,W¶VWKDWWLPHRIWKH\HDUDJDLQZKHQ'HOKL
VXIIRFDWHVGXHWRVPRJDQGSROOXWLRQ
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LOOLNLVDUGL·LVLQIDPRXV\HVIRULWVELWLQJFROGEXWHVSHFLDOO\IRUWKHSRO
OXWLRQDQGVPRJWKDWKDQJKHDY\LQWKHDLU$IWHUZKDWVHHPVOLNHDUHVSLWH
IURPWKH&29,'SDQGHPLFWKH&DSLWDOPLJKWDJDLQEHKHDGHGIRULWVDQQX
DOGDWHZLWKWKHPXFKGUHDGHGZLQWHUVSHOORIVPRJDQGDOOWKHDFFRPSDQ\LQJ
DLOPHQWV$FFRUGLQJWRD0DUFKUHSRUWE\D6ZLVVRUJDQLVDWLRQ,4$LU'HOKL
KDSSHQVWREHWKHZRUOG·VPRVWSROOXWHG&DSLWDO
FLW\DQGWKHWKPRVWSROOXWHGFLW\RYHUDOO6PRNH
IURPSDUDDOL SDGG\VWXEEOH EXUQLQJLQWKH1&5
DVZHOODVKDUPIXOIXPHVDQGSDUWLFOHVWUDSSHGLQ
DLURQO\ZRUVHQWKHFRQGLWLRQV:LWKOLWWOHPHDQV
WRH[SHOWKHWR[LFHOHPHQWV'HOKLLWHVDUHIRUFHGWR
JDVSIRUEUHDWK'HVSLWHWKHVHYHULW\RIWKHVLWXD
WLRQ QR VLJQLILFDQW SURJUHVV KDV EHHQ PDGH IRU
GHFDGHV 7KH EULHI LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH ´RGG
HYHQµ UXOH E\ WKH $$3 *RYHUQPHQW ZKLFK WKH
6XSUHPH&RXUWFRUUHFWO\WDJJHGDVD´KDOIEDNHG
VROXWLRQµZDVQHYHUDSUDFWLFDOVROXWLRQLQWKHORQJ
UXQ$OVRWKHPRQWKO\HIILFDF\UHSRUWRIWKH´ILUVWµVPRJWRZHULQVWDOOHGLQ'HOKL·V
&RQQDXJKW3ODFHDUHDLVGXHODWHUWKLVPRQWK
,QYLHZRIWKHSUHYDLOLQJVLWXDWLRQ&KLHI0LQLVWHU$UYLQG.HMULZDOKDVDQQRXQFHG
DSRLQW´ZLQWHUDFWLRQSODQµWRPDNHWKHDLU´EUHDWKDEOHµWKLVZLQWHU,WLQFOXGHV
GHFRPSRVHUIRUSDUDDOLDVDQDOWHUQDWLYHWREXUQLQJNHHSLQJDFKHFNRQFRQVWUXF
WLRQDQGGHPROLWLRQVLWHVXQGHUWKHDQWLGXVWFDPSDLJQOHY\LQJDKHIW\ILQHRQ
EXUQLQJZDVWHEDQRQFUDFNHUVOLNHO\LQVWDOODWLRQRIPRUHVPRJWRZHUVDQGVHW
WLQJXS,QGLD·VILUVWHZDVWHSDUNIRUVDIHUHF\FOLQJDQGGLVSRVDO7KHQH[WIHZ
ZHHNVZLOOIRUHWHOOZKDWDOOWKHVHPHDVXUHVHQGXSLQ0HDQZKLOHSOD\LQJKLVROG
WXQH.HMULZDODOOHJHVWKDWWKH&HQWUDODQGWKH*RYHUQPHQWVRIWKHQHLJKERXULQJ
6WDWHVGLGQRWWDNHHIILFLHQWVWHSVDJDLQVWVWXEEOHEXUQLQJZKLFKOHDGVWRDLUSRO
OXWLRQLQ'HOKLEXWWKHTXHVWLRQUHPDLQVGLGKHHTXLS'HOKLHQRXJK".HMULZDO·VEDV
NHWRISURPLVHVWRZRR3XQMDEYRWHUVDKHDGRIWKH$VVHPEO\SROOVDOVRGLGQRW
PHQWLRQDQ\WKLQJDERXWSDUDDOL,W·VDTXHVWLRQZRUWKSRQGHULQJWKDWLIKHPDNHV
VXFFHVVIXOLQURDGVLQWR3XQMDEZRXOGKHGHDOZLWKWKHVLWXDWLRQWKHUHDVVWHUQ
O\"+HKDGVDLGWKDWWKH3XVD'HFRPSRVHUZDVDSHUIHFWIRLOWRVWXEEOHEXUQLQJ
DQGKRSHGWKDW´ZRXOGEHWKHODVW\HDUWRVXIIHUIURPDLUSROOXWLRQµQRZ
KRZWKDWZRUNVRXWLVWREHEUHDWKHG

$WWHVWDWLRQSDUDGHV
*RRGEDGDQGXJO\

1C8?;;<47C0

CWT_PaPSTPc7P__hEP[[ThfPbbcaXRc[hP_^[XcXRP[P]SbTRd[Pa8]R^]caPbc
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n the salubrious climes of
Shillong, I am attending the
attestation and passing out
parade of the 192nd batch of
recruits and veterans’ reunion in
Happy Valley where 58 Gorkha
Training Centre is nestled among
pine conifers and gentle slopes
luxuriating in grass. Rain can be
a spoilsport as Cherrapunji, the
world’s biggest recipient of rain,
is just around the corner. Luckily,
the parade was blessed with sunshine as 256 recruits passed
through an archway of khukris to
turn into Riflemen, who will join
their battalions in East Ladakh to
Arunachal Pradesh and Tangdhar
to Thiruvananthapuram. Young
Gorkhas performed drill with
Omega precision, pride and
pageantry, watched over by
Colonels of the two Regiments —
5 GR and 8 GR and veterans from
India and Nepal. Swearing on the
Gita, recruits from Nepal and
India took the oath pledging
allegiance to security and integrity of India by obeying orders from
their officers and commanders as
authorised by the President of
India even if it involved sacrificing their lives. The foundational
structure of the oath is the
Constitution of India although the
word ‘Constitution’ does not figure. What appears in the oath is
‘vidhan’ (legislation), not ‘samvidhan’. Wonder why?
On commissioning, officers
take the same oath at military
academies. Army chief MM
Naravane, on taking over, said
“the Army will be guided by the
Constitution”, implying its insulation from ideas and vision of
political parties, especially the ruling establishment. Pointed deviations from the military’s ethics
and ethos have occurred through
directions of political leadership.
This infringement of military
values is markedly visible since the
BJP came to power with its vision
of turning India into a Hindu
Rashtra with a military that follows its tenets. The BJP has won
over the majority of the military
which acknowledges the impressive emphasis by the BJP on
defence and national security
even if the Government will not
walk the talk on funding for
modernisation. The Congress by
contrast was a laggard on defence
reforms and transforming the

I

archaic military structures.
In Shillong, the flavour at
the attestation parade and
associated ceremonies was
strictly apolitical and secular. In
the commentary accompanying the parade during the carriage of the Gita through the
rank and file of recruits was
this memorable passage: “We
respect equally the temple,
mosque and Church. In one
hand is the Gita and in the
other, the Quran.” These words
and deeds were quite the opposite of the attestation parade of
recruits at the Artillery Centre,
Deolali, recently. Artillery is a
mixed-class all-India regiment
where soldiers are drawn from
all faiths.
At this parade, surprisingly, aarti was recited on the
parade, with recruits and soldiers clapping in unison. On a
prominent boulder on the
parade ground was enshrined
the symbol ‘Om’. Together,
aarti and ‘Om’ celebrate a single religion, smacking of
majoritarianism. This was the
first time ever that aarti was
sung on an official parade,
attracting adverse comments
on social media.
In Shillong, too, the aarti
was sung but in its proper place,
the temple, representing the
faith of the single class regiment
of Gorkhas from India and
Nepal. Owing to the shortage
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of Indian-domiciled Gorkhas,
some regiments are now
recruiting Kumaonis and
Garhwalis till the Indian-domiciled Gorkhas can fill up their
quota of vacancies. The only
deviation in Shillong from regimental traditions was the
introduction of ‘Bharat Mata ki
jai’ as the decisive chant ending all formal functions even
after the national anthem.
The BJP has managed to
infiltrate majoritarianism and
Hindutva into the military.
The Hindu-ised version of the
procedure followed at the
Artillery attestation parade
could be a trial balloon to codify aarti in other mixed-class
regiments of the Army. This
must have had the backing of
the military establishment. So
far, neither the MoD nor Army
Headquarters has commented
on this serious breach of Army
rules and procedures for attestation parades. It is a crafty
method to influence faith and
religion at the very inception of
a soldier’s military career and
is bound to disturb the secular
traditions of the Army.
The Gorkha attestation
parade combines every four
years the reunion of veterans
and their families from India
and Nepal. Reunions are a
perfect stimulus for bonding
between the old and new.
Regimental traditions, ethics
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Sir — We were baffled as to why the
Supreme Court made the observations on
the farmers’ protests that it made. With
all due respect, the riposte to its poser
‘What is their protest for when the farm
laws are stayed?’ is that it is to persuade
the Government to repeal the farm laws
— ‘repeal’ being the operative word. We
need to draw a distinction between ‘staying the implementation of a law’ and
‘repeal of a law’. And, the two words ‘stay’
and ‘repeal’ are not interchangeable.
The farmers are not okay merely with
suspending the laws for 18 months or the
‘delay’ in implementing the laws. The ‘stay’
won’t make the laws any better. It is erroneous to say that the laws are not in place
at the moment when they are just on hold.
Sadly, recently the Supreme Court accused
the farmers of ‘strangulating’ the city with
their protests’. In a democratic setup, people are quite within their rights to protest
against the laws enacted by Parliament.
The only condition that can be set is that
the protest should be peaceful and nonviolent. The mere fact that a matter is sub
judice before a court cannot strip the people of their right to protest which the
country’s top court itself declared a fundamental right.
G David Milton | Maruthancode
2B51D89>7>?DC?851<D8I
Sir — Air pollution levels in India are
alarmingly high. Though all attention is
generally focused on pollution levels in
Delhi and the National Capital Region
(NCR) for obvious reasons, statistics
have shown that most cities in India have
crossed the threshold limit imposed by the
World Health Organisation (WHO).
Particularly the particle pollution, or the
particulate matter pollution (PM), is a
cause for worry. India has exceeded the
WHO’s standard threshold of PM2.5 long
ago. India is not the only country in harm’s
way; almost all leading countries of the
world are struggling to keep their air clean.
Smaller nations, too, are struggling badly.
Transport sector is one of the biggest contributors of air pollution in India.
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However, kneejerk reactions like banning
old vehicles or firecrackers for a short period will not suffice. Basic pollution levels
are to be consistently tackled throughout
the year. Apart from transport, industry
and energy, household pollution and agricultural pollution are indeed grave to be
ignored. All the State Governments
should address these throughout the
year. Fuel consumption has to be regulated. The consumers are driven by logistics
and economy — the Central and the State
Governments should address these issues
and save the habitat before it’s too late.
Ganapathi Bhat | Nagpur
49BDI@?<9D93C2589>4>55D
Sir — Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin is
reported to have written to 12 non-BJP
CMs seeking their support to fight
against the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) for medical admissions so that the students from rural areas
and marginalised sections do not find it
hard to obtain admissions. The statistics
released reveal that nearly 16 lakh students from Tamil Nadu have written
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NEET. Further, there has been no
demand for the repeal of NEET from
other States, including the 12 non-BJP
States. Except for Tamil Nadu, there were
no reports of NEET-induced deaths
from other States. Even in Tamil Nadu,
almost all students have reckoned with
the reality of NEET, as could be seen from
the number of candidates who appeared
for NEET this year.
Since it is the political leaders who cry
foul about the NEET and not the candidates, one cannot but adduce motives.
And this assumes significance as most of
the engineering and medical colleges are
owned by the political leaders. The fact
that the NEET mode of test will tilt the
scales of admissions whereby colleges will
be deprived of income from ‘other
sources’ seems to be the sole reason for
this demand for repeal from the political leaders. Therefore, the fight against
NEET is politically motivated.
VS Jayaraman | Chennai
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
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and habits are therefore preserved. Regimental spirit is the
strongest elixir. While Gorkhas
are relaxed about religion and
many are janjatis, they practise
their religion and faith in the
battalion mandir. Their officers
are from across India: Sikhs,
Hindus, Muslims, Parsis and
Gorkhas. A Sikh or Parsi
Commanding Officer will lead
the mandir parade every
Sunday. The mandir along with
the religious teacher will
accompany the unit into battle.
The Artillery’s attestation
parade focused on Hindu religious rites in a mixed-faith
unit on parade, setting a bad
precedent for all-India mixedclass regiments.
While the military is on the
threshold of path-breaking
defence reforms, its leadership
must not permit the creep of
practices and procedures that
will undermine its professional, secular and apolitical virtues.
Politicisation will weaken the
operational capacity and jointness of the Army, which is the
sword arm of the nation.
Discard the Deolali model;
take the Shillong way.
(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff. The
views expressed are personal.)
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7KH,6,SURYLGHGUHIXJHHFDUGVWR3DNLVWDQLFLWL]HQVRI3DVKWXQRULJLQDQG
IDFLOLWDWHGWKHLUUHFUXLWPHQWLQWKH$IJKDQQDWLRQDOGHIHQFHIRUFHV
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RUQSRRUEXWULVLQJWREHFRPH3ULPH0LQLVWHURI,QGLD1DUHQGUD
0RGL·VOLIHMRXUQH\GHILQHVWKHSRZHURI,QGLDQGHPRFUDF\,W
ZDVQRWPHUHFKDQFHWKDWSURSHOOHG0RGLWRWKHKLJKHVWRIILFH
EXWWKHFRQVHTXHQFHRI\HDUVRIKDUGZRUNVHUYLFHDQGVDFULILFHV
WKDWSUHSDUHGKLPIRUWKHORQJMRXUQH\DKHDG2Q2FWREHUKHZRXOG
FRPSOHWH\HDUVDVDQHOHFWHGKHDGRIJRYHUQPHQW7KHWZRGHFDGHV
RIWKH0RGLHUDVWDQGRXWIRUWKHWHFWRQLFVKLIWWKH\KDYHEURXJKWDERXW
LQ,QGLDQSROLWLFVDQGJRYHUQDQFH$V&KLHI0LQLVWHURI*XMDUDWKHIDFHG
LQQXPHUDEOHFKDOOHQJHVEXWWDFNOHGWKHPZLWKVWHHO\GHWHUPLQDWLRQ
DQGFRPSDVVLRQDWH]HDO7KHILUVWZDVWKHGHYDVWDWLRQFDXVHGE\WKH
HDUWKTXDNHLQ*XMDUDW+HWRRNWKDWDVDQRSSRUWXQLW\WROD\WKHIRXQ
GDWLRQWRWUDQVIRUP*XMDUDWLQWRDZRUOGFODVVLQYHVWPHQWGHVWLQDWLRQ
'XULQJKLVWHQXUHDV&00RGLLQWURGXFHGJRYHUQDQFHUHIRUPVIRFXVHG
RQGHHSHQLQJLQFOXVLRQDQGHQKDQFLQJDFFHVVLELOLW\WKURXJKWHFKQRO
RJ\8QGHUWKH¶6:$*$7·LQLWLDWLYHKHZRXOGLQWHUDFWZLWKSHRSOHRQFH

DPRQWKWRUHVROYHWKHLULVVXHV+HZRXOGEHMRLQHGE\VHQLRURIIL
FHUVWKURXJKYLGHRFRQIHUHQFLQJWRHQVXUHTXLFNUHVROXWLRQRISHR
SOH·VJULHYDQFHV7KHSURJUDPPHZDVUHFRJQL]HGE\WKH81DVRQH
RIWKHEHVWLQLWLDWLYHVWRHQDEOHSHRSOHWRUHDFKWKHJRYHUQPHQWWKURXJK
WHFKQRORJ\$IWHUDVVXPLQJSULPHPLQLVWHUVKLS0RGLODXQFKHGDPXOWL
SXUSRVHDQGPXOWLPRGDOSODWIRUP35$*$7, 3UR$FWLYH*RYHUQDQFH
$QG7LPHO\,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ ,QHDFKVHVVLRQ30UHYLHZVWKHVWD
WXVRISURMHFWVDQGVFKHPHVWRUHVROYHDQ\ODFXQDH
$V&0KHEHJDQVSHQGLQJWKUHHGD\VHYHU\\HDULQYLOODJHVZKHUH
OLWHUDF\UDWHVZHUHORZDQGHQFRXUDJHGSHRSOHWRVHQGJLUOVWRVFKRRO
7KHSXVKIRUJLUOFKLOG·VHGXFDWLRQZDVIXUWKHUVXSSRUWHGE\KLVPRYH
WREXLOGVHSDUDWHWRLOHWVIRUJLUOVLQVFKRRORQDPDVVLYHVFDOH+H
ODXQFKHGWKH-\RWLJUDP<RMQDWRSXVKIRUDFRPSOHWHRYHUKDXORIWKH
SRZHUVHFWRULQ*XMDUDW+HVHWWKHWDUJHWRIGD\VIRUSHU
FHQWHOHFWULILFDWLRQLQDOOYLOODJHV,Q*XMDUDWZDVGHFODUHGWKH
ILUVWVWDWHWRDFKLHYHSHUFHQWYLOODJHHOHFWULILFDWLRQ3RVW
300RGLIRXQGDELJJHUFDQYDVWRLPSOHPHQWKLVYLVLRQIRUVRFLDOWUDQV
IRUPDWLRQPDNLQJ¶-DQ$QGRODQ·DQLQWHJUDOSDUWRIKLVJRYHUQDQFHPRGHO
)URP6ZDFKK%KDUDW0LVVLRQWR,QGLD·VILJKWDJDLQVW&RYLGKLVXQLTXH
VW\OH RI FRQQHFWLQJ ZLWK WKH PDVVHV LV SUHYDOHQW LQ DOO KLV IODJVKLS
VFKHPHVDQGLQLWLDWLYHV2QHYHU\IURQW1DUHQGUD0RGLKDVZDONHG
WKHWDONERWKDVWKH&0DQGQRZDVWKH30)URPWKHWLPHKHWRRN
RDWKDVWKH&0KHVKXQQHGSROLWLFVRIGLYLVLYHQHVVDQGVSRNHRIGHYHO
RSPHQWIRUDOO,I9LEUDQW*XMDUDW6XPPLWFDWDSXOWHG*XMDUDWDVDF\QR
VXUHRIJOREDOLQYHVWRUV¶0DNHLQ,QGLD·DIILUPHG,QGLD·VSRVLWLRQLQWKH
JOREDOVXSSO\FKDLQ'XULQJWKHSDQGHPLF,QGLDGLVSOD\HGLWVULVLQJ
SURZHVVDVLWH[SDQGHGLWVPDQXIDFWXULQJFDSDELOLWLHVWRSURGXFHDQG
H[SRUW33(NLWV1PDVNVDQGHYHQFDPHWRWKHZRUOG·VUHVFXHH[SRUW
LQJHVVHQWLDOPHGLFDOVXSSOLHVWRWKRVHLQQHHG,QDSRVWSDQGHPLF
ZRUOGJOREDOFKDLQVDUHEHLQJUHVWUXFWXUHGDQG,QGLDILQGVLWVHOILQD
VZHHWVSRWKDYLQJDJRYHUQPHQWWKDWLVSULPDULO\IRFXVHGRQFUHDW
LQJDFRQGXFLYHHQYLURQPHQWIRUPDQXIDFWXULQJVHFWRUWRIORXULVK$V
&0RI*XMDUDW1DUHQGUD0RGLVSHQWFRQVLGHUDEOHDPRXQWRIWLPHLQ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJWKHJDSVZLWKLQWKHV\VWHPDVZHOODVWKHJURXQGUHDO
LWLHV+HGHHSGLYHGLQWRHYHU\DVSHFWRIJRYHUQDQFHRQO\WREULQJRXW
WKHPRVWLQQRYDWLYHWHFKQRORJ\GULYHQKROLVWLFVROXWLRQWRRYHUFRPH
\HDUVRILQHUWLDWKDWLPSHGHGSURJUHVV+HSXWLQSUDFWLFHPRUHWKDQ
DGHFDGHRIOHDUQLQJDVKHWRRNRIILFHDWWKH&HQWUH,WLVKLV¶WDSDV\D·
RI\HDUVWKDWLVOHDGLQJWRDQDWLRQDOUHDZDNHQLQJWRVHH,QGLD·VULVH
DVDJOREDOSRZHUKRXVH
7KHZULWHULVD%-30/$'HOKL$VVHPEO\DQGIRUPHU/HDGHURI
2SSRVLWLRQ'HOKL7KHYLHZVH[SUHVVHGDUHSHUVRQDO

he swift takeover of Afghanistan by
Taliban was a culmination of cunning and conspiratorial moves by
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), outsmarting the American leadership
on the one hand and planting its jehadi
cohorts in the ranks of the Afghan national defence forces on the other, without an
inkling of its designs to the allied forces or
the Afghan government.
In 2001, when the first edition of
Taliban was ousted in Afghanistan post
9/11, the US forces did not have their boots
on the ground immediately. Their only
option was to conduct air strikes but it needed domination on the ground to capture
and control the territory. So, the US entered
into an agreement with anti-Taliban groups
who would capture the ground and hand
it over to the American forces.
From its bases in the CIS countries, the
US air force conducted airstrikes at Taliban
bases situated across the territories controlled by the anti-Taiban forces. The latter would then capture and hand over these
aerially attacked areas to the Americans.
The anti-Taliban forces had a pre-condition: Hand over power in Afghanistan to
the military grouping once the American
objectives, including killing Al Qaeda
boss Osama bin Laden, were achieved.
However, the US put a rider that power
cannot be shared or handed over to an
armed group but can only be done in a
democratic manner. The US ensured that
Hamid Karzai was made President of
Afghanistan in 2004.
To enter the governance mechanism
put in place by the US, the armed groups
formed political fronts that were headed by
the insurgents. However, the US did not
accept the insurgents as the leaders and put
Karzai at the helm of affairs. All the insurgent groups opposed to Taliban accepted
the leadership of Karzai who was from the
royal lineage of Afghanistan with historical influence in the erstwhile Ottoman
Empire.
For capturing Taliban-controlled territories, the anti-Taliban groups told the US
that they do not have enough fighters to
capture all of Afghanistan and sought
recruitment to ramp up their strength. But
the US could not have allowed recruitment
of fighters.
At this stage, a second agreement
between the US and such groups was
reached for the raising of an armed force.
Such insurgent groups were also allowed
to join the officially raised armed forces and
also recruit soldiers. The training support
and weapons supplies were to come from
the US.
Between 2003 and 2005, the scheme of
raising the armed forces continued and a
one-lakh-strong force was formed. The
anti-Taliban groups then told their US partners that thisnumber was not enough as the
Taliban too had a similar number of
fighters. They wanted the Afghan national armed force to be doubled.
However, every insurgent group oppos-
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(The writer is Special
Correspondent, The
Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)

ing Taliban had an area of specific
influence and one lakh more candidates were not available for
recruitment. These groups could
manage to recruit 50,000 men to
join the ranks of the Afghan national defence force. This resulted in the
Force’s strength reaching 1.5 lakh.
The Afghan government then
allowed recruitment of another
50,000 men from areas other than
those under the control of the insurgent groups backing the Kabul government, saying the move will boost
employment. The US acquiesced.
During 2005 and 2010, the
Afghanistan government held
recruitment camps in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa region of Pakistan
populated by the Afghan refugees.
The idea was that the candidates
from this region would have knowledge of the area and serve to contain the Taliban there. However, no
background checks were made and
recruitments were based on vetting
by respective leaders of the various
tribes they belonged to.
“In the process, the then Afghan
government committed two mistakes, one being recruitment from
an area in Pakistan and the other
being lack of background checks of
the candidates. Due to these two
faults, the ISI got a breathing space
for manipulation,” said counter-terrorism expert and an Afghanistan
watcher Ajmal Sohail.
The ISI fabricated and provided refugee cards to Pakistani citizens
of Pashtun origin and facilitated
their recruitment in the Afghan
national defence forces. The ISI
move ensured free training and
weapons to its men deployed in the
Afghan regular force waiting for the
final message from the ISI to act on

its designs. At least 50,000 such
Pakistani men were planted in the
Taliban. These men were trained in
the US and allied countries including India where they were exposed
to the military training infrastructure, Sohail further said.
To register their presence, the
Pakistanis on the rolls of the Afghan
army conducted drone strikes on
the fellow Afghan army men which
was widely known as Green Beret
attacks. This continued for twothree years between 2010 and2014.
Subsequently, the American forces
identified the game plan of ISI and
stopped such attacks, he said.
The ISI-Pakistan army combine
also launched operations against
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
that was opposed to it. This pressured the TTP cadres to flee to
Afghanistan where they were targeted by the ISI’s plants in the Afghan
national defence forces.These 50,000
Pakistanis became influential in
strategic planning.
Now, the ISI launched yet another propaganda warfare claiming
that the Afghan army, being a blueeyed boy of the international community, may attack the Pakistan
army. The Pakistani propaganda
gained credence and was aimed at
strengthening the Taliban in the area.
The Afghan army again requested for recruitment of another one
lakh personnel in its ranks for
which the US agreed. By this time,
the Afghan army had become both
complacent and corrupt, experts
said. The US provided the funding
and weapons but the recruitments
never took place. So, out of the
three-lakh-strong Afghan army,
50,000 men were planted by the ISI
and another one lakh was never

recruited. Out of the remaining 1.5
lakh Afghan army, a significant
number of them were compromised
by ISI’s men in the Afghan army
ranks, they said, adding this was the
reason for Afghan forces melting
quickly in the face of Taliban
onslaught in August.
Having created a significant
threshold of strength, the Taliban
launched aggression early last year
before the talks for the peace deal
with the US began. The direct
negotiations between the US and the
Taliban led the Pakistan government
to declare that it will not recognize
the outcome of the talks.
Subsequently, tripartite meetings between the US, Pakistan, and
Taliban were held in Doha for
negotiations on the contours of the
troops’ withdrawal. Since the US
had decided to withdraw its troops
from Afghanistan, it was cornered
and signaled an end of India’s influence in Kabul.As part of the deal
with the Taliban, the US would hand
over bases to whichever side
between the Taliban and Afghan
national army wins.
“The ISI machinations for 1015 years ensured both weapons and
resources to the Taliban besides men
trained by the US and its allies in its
ranks. These factors helped the
Taliban in capturing territory rapidly within a matter of just 10 days as
against the Pentagon estimate of
Kabul falling to the Taliban in 18
months,” Sohail said.
In this backdrop, calls by
American lawmakers for a US
Congress report on the nexus
between Pakistani agencies and
Taliban leading to the fall of Kabul
to the hardline group is more than
timely.
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ears ago, a visionary
Congress leader predicted that the ordinary
party worker would save the
party for their survival when
they find their leaders ineffective. It looks as if that moment
has come now. The party is
gasping for breath, and it
needs oxygen from solid leadership, but that is what is lacking. So, the worker has to substitute with small doses.
However, the idea that a
party that is barely breathing
can be suddenly ready to
take on the ruling BJP at the
next general election is almost
short of a miracle. There are
too many ifs and buts, but it
is possible with strong leadership. What is important is
also to save Congress from
itself. Congressmen often say
that Congress can be defeat-
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(The writer is a senior
journalist. The views
expressed are personal.)

ed only by congressmen.
Suffering from factionalism and erosion, the Grand
Old Party is now on a ventilator. It is unable to function
without the Gandhi family or
with them. The vacuum at the
top has encouraged the
regional satraps to question
the national leadership. The
party has not been able to
raise its head since the 2014
defeat. The southern states
stood with her when the
Indira Gandhi-led Congress
was decisively defeated in
the 1977 Lok Sabha polls.
Even the south has deserted
the party now. Currently, the
party is in power only in three
states -- Chhattisgarh, Punjab
and Rajasthan. It is a coalition
partner in the governments of
Jharkhand and Maharashtra.
The brutal truth is that

the party is absurdly out of
touch with the new political
landscape. Worse, instead of
looking forward, it is looking
backwards. It is trying to be
everyone’s party while actually, it is no one’s party.
Leadership crisis is also now
manifest in a battle of generational change.
That brings us to the

question of whether the
Grand Old Party will survive
with so much drama happening in the Congress-ruled
states. In all three, the Gandhi
siblings have encouraged
rebels against incumbent
chief ministers with their
own favourites.
Punjab is a classic example. This was one state where
the party could have won easily. Punjab chief minister
Amarinder Singh has been
shown the door unceremoniously, leading to instability in
the state.
The doomsayers predict
that the party will disappear
from the political scene sooner than later. However,
Congress may not die so
soon. If there is a congressman in every village, even the
last of them, the party will live

with diminished status.
That does not mean that
the party is not facing an
implosion. Ironically, the
threat to Congress is now
from Congress rebels and
not from the ruling BJP. What
has added to the problems of
Congress is defections and
desertions by influential leaders like Jyoraditya Scindia,
Jitin Prasada, and Sushmita
Dev -- all of them from Team
Rahul. Rahul’s judgment of
men and matters has completely gone wrong. His
experiments to restructure
the party also have gone
awry. The Gandhi siblings bet
on the wrong horses; the
result is there is more confusion and chaos in the party.
Given these circumstances, a revival of the
Congress is going to be not

smooth. But there can still be
room for Congress as a
national party. This would be
when it can find its ideological moorings, draw inspiration from its past, move in
step with the millennials, and
find an acceptable narrative.
For all these, good leadership
is needed. Sonia Gandhi
could bring the party to
power twice in 2004 and
2009 but she has almost
retired. The Gandhi siblings
have not shown their votecatching capacity. They want
to emulate their grandmother Indira Gandhi without her
leadership qualities.
The Gandhis know the
problem but do not have a
strategy to counter BJP. They
have been told they only
have to sit tight, and power
will automatically come to

them as there is no other
alternative. The change has
to come from within. The
family has to consult others
before making any decisions.
After all, there are top policymaking bodies like the
Congress
Working
Committee which could meet
more often. Senior leaders are
either dumped or fading
away. Starting February next
year, assembly elections will
be held in 16 states over two
years. Of the 16 states, BJP
has a direct stake in nine and
alliance governments in three.
The Congress has three and
TRS one. The assembly elections would set the pitch for
the 2024 Lok Sabha battle.
Congress is the only other
horse in the race for national power, never mind how
distant.
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rench President Emmanuel
Macron said on Tuesday he
F
wants the Group of 20 major
economic powers to set conditions for recognising the
Taliban, including ensuring
women's and girl's rights.
So far under the Taliban,
young Afghan girls have been
allowed to return to primary
school but older girls have
been barred from going to
high school and most women
have not been allowed to return
to work.
Macron said on FranceInter radio that global powers
should tell the Taliban: "You
must absolutely give young
girls in your country a future,
and that is one of the things
that we will look at before
recognising you."
He said that allowing all
girls back to school is one of his
concerns.
Macron also told FranceInter radio that he would raise
the issue at the upcoming G20
summit in Rome later this
month. Among other conditions for recognition, he said,

should be that the Taliban
allow continued humanitarian
operations, and condemn and
refuse to cooperate with
"Islamist terrorist groups" in the
region.
Macron said it shouldn't be
only Western powers setting
such conditions, but they
should also "convince regional powers, powers that don't
necessarily have the same values as we do on all issues, to act
together."
At a meeting on the sidelines of the U.N. General
Assembly last month, G20
powers discussed sending a
unified message to the Taliban
before granting it global legitimacy.

eclaring that America''s
commitment to Taiwan
was "rock-solid", the US has
told China that it will continue to watch very closely the
"provocative" and "destabilising" Chinese military activities
near the self-ruled island.
Taiwan''s Defence Ministry
said 56 Chinese warplanes
made incursions into its air
defence identification zone on
Monday, the highest number
since the island began publicly
reporting such activities last
year.
China views Taiwan as a
breakaway province. However,
democratic Taiwan sees itself as
a sovereign state. Beijing has
not ruled out the possible use
of force to achieve unification
with Taiwan.
Responding to questions
on the issue of Chinese warplanes frequently entering
Taiwan''s air defence zone,
White House Press Secretary
Jen Psaki told reporters at her
daily news conference on
Monday that, “We remain concerned by the People''s
Republic of China''s provocative military activity near
Taiwan, which is destabilising
risk miscalculations and undermines regional peace and stability.”

“We urge Beijing to cease
its military, diplomatic, and
economic pressure and coercion against Taiwan, and we
have an abiding interest in
peace and stability across the
Taiwan Strait,” she said.
“That''s why we will continue to assist Taiwan in maintaining a sufficient self-defence
capability. We maintain our
commitments, as outlined in
the three communiques,
Taiwan Relations Act, and the
Six Assurances,” she said.
America’s commitment to
Taiwan is "rock-solid and contributes to the maintenance of
peace and stability across the
Taiwan Strait and within the
region," Psaki said.
“We have been clear, privately and publicly, about our
concern about the PRC''s pressure and coercion toward
Taiwan, and we will continue to
watch the situation very closely,” she said.
Meanwhile,
State
Department Spokesperson Ned
Price told reporters that the US
is very concerned by China’s

provocative military activity
near Taiwan.
“This activity is destabilising. It risks miscalculations
and undermines regional peace
and stability. We strongly urge
Beijing to cease its military,
diplomatic, and economic pressure and coercion against
Taiwan,” he said.
“Our commitment to
Taiwan is rock solid. It contributes to the maintenance of
peace and stability across the
Taiwan Strait and within the
region, and we’ll continue to
stand with friends and allies to
advance our shared prosperity,
security, and values. We will do
that as we continue to deepen
our ties with Taiwan,” Price
said.
Some analysts say the
increased military flights could
be seen as a warning to
Taiwan''s president Tsai Ingwen ahead of the island''s
National Day on October 10.
China''s Ministr y of
Foreign Affairs responded to
the US statement by criticising
what it described as "irresponsible remarks."
"The relevant remarks from
the United States have seriously
undermined the One-China
Principle," ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying was
quoted as saying in a press
release on Monday night.
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major French report
released Tuesday found
A
that an estimated 330,000 children were victims of sex abuse
within France's Catholic
Church over the past 70 years,
in France's first major reckoning with the devastating phenomenon.
The president of the commission that issued the report,
Jean-Marc Sauve, said the
estimate, based on scientific
research, includes abuses
committed by priests and
others clerics as well as by
non-religious people involved
in the church. He said about
80 per cent are male
victims.
“The consequences are
very serious,” Sauve said.
“About 60 per cent of men and
women who were sexually
abused encounter major problems in their sentimental or
sexual life."
The 2,500-page document
prepared by an independent
commission comes as the
Catholic Church in France,
like in other countries, seeks to
face up to shameful secrets that
were long covered up.
The report says an esti-

mated 3,000 child abusers —
two-thirds of them priests —
worked in the church during
that period. Sauvé said the
overall figure of victims
includes an estimated 216,000
people abused by priests and
other clerics.
Olivier Savignac, head of
victims association “Parler et
Revivre” (Speak out and Live
again), who contributed to the
probe, told The Associated
Press that the high ratio of
victims per abuser is particularly “terrifying for French
society, for the Catholic
Church." The commission
worked for 2 1/2 years, listening to victims and witnesses and studying church,
cour t, police and press
archives starting from the
1950s. A hotline launched at
the beginning of the probe
received 6,500 calls from
alleged victims or people who
said they knew a victim.
Sauvé denounced the
church's attitude until the
beginning of the 2000s as “a
deep, cruel indifference toward
victims.” They were “not
believed or not heard” and
sometimes suspected of being
“in part responsible” for what
happened, he deplored.
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Russian actor and a film
director rocketed to space
A
Tuesday on a mission to make
the world’s first movie in orbit,
a project the Kremlin said will
help burnish the nation’s space
glory.
Actor Yulia Peresild and
director Klim Shipenko blasted
off for the International Space
Station in a Russian Soyuz
spacecraft together with cosmonaut Anton Shkaplerov, a veteran of three space missions.
Their Soyuz MS-19 lifted off as
scheduled at 1:55 p.m. (0855
GMT) from the Russian space
launch facility in Baikonur,
Kazakhstan and arrived at the
station after about 3½ hours.
Shkaplerov took manual
controls to smoothly dock the
spacecraft at the space outpost
after a glitch in an automatic
docking system.
The trio reported they were
feeling fine and spacecraft systems were functioning normally. Peresild and Klimenko
are to film segments of a new
movie titled “Challenge,” in
which a surgeon played by
Peresild rushes to the space station to save a crew member
who suffers a heart condition.
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London:Britain's Conservative
Government is facing calls to
tighten the country''s defenses
against “dirty money” after a
massive leak of offshore data
showed how London, in particular, is the destination of
choice for some of the world''s
richest and most powerful people to conceal their cash.
The cache of almost 12
million files, which has been
dubbed the “Pandora Papers,"
was published Sunday by the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists and
its media partners, including
Britain''s Guardian newspaper
and the BBC.
The U.K. and London
specifically are prominent in the
data dump, with the documents showing how wealthy
people around the world reportedly set up offshore companies

to buy property and avoid taxes.
Foreign individuals identified as beneficiaries of these
types of offshore accounts in
London include Jordanian
King Abdullah II, Azerbaijan''s
President Ilham Aliyev and
associates of Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan.
Abdullah has denied any
impropriety and Khan tweeted
that his government would
investigate anyone mentioned
and take appropriate action if
wrongdoing is found. Aliyev
hasn''t commented.
Though the purchases are
legal under British law, the latest revelations highlight the
complicated — and often
anonymous — financial practices wealthy individuals use to
avoid tax, far removed from the
everyday experience of most of
the British population.
AP

Washington: The Biden
administration on Monday
reversed a ban on abortion
referrals by family planning
clinics, lifting a Trump-era
restriction as political and legal
battles over abortion grow
sharper from Texas to the US
Supreme Court.
The Department of Health
and Human Services said its
new regulation will restore the
federal family planning program to the way it ran under
the Obama administration,
when clinics were able to refer
women seeking abortions to a
provider. The goal is to
"strengthen and restore" services, said HHS Secretary
Xavier Becerra.
Groups representing the
clinics said they hope the Biden
administration action will lead
some 1,300 local facilities that
left in protest over Trump's

policies to return, helping to
stabilise a longstanding program shaken by the coronavirus pandemic on top of ideological battles.
"I have heard that almost
everywhere in the country
people have made the decision
that conditions will be good for
them to return to the program,"
Clare Coleman, president of the
umbrella group National Family
Planning and Reproductive
Health Association, said in an
interview.
"My sense is that people
have been waiting for the rule."
Planned Parenthood, the
biggest service provider, said on
Twitter its health centres look
forward to returning. But the
group criticised part of the
Biden administration rule that
allows individual clinicians
who object to abortion not to
provide referrals.
AP
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rench President Emmanuel
F
Macron and U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken met
Tuesday to explore potential
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
and other areas as the Biden
administration moved to
repair damage caused to relations by excluding France from
a new security initiative.
A senior U.S. State
Department official said the
two discussed possible joint
projects that could be
announced by Macron and
President Joe Biden when they
meet later this month in
Europe at a date and specific
venue that has yet to be decided.
The official didn't elaborate on what those projects
might be, but said they would

likely involve the Indo-Pacific
and Western efforts to blunt
China's growing there and
elsewhere, NATO and other
trans-Atlantic objectives
involving the European Union,
and counterterrorism cooperation in Africa's Sahel
region.
The official said Macron
and Blinken had agreed to use
the spat as an opportunity to
“deepen and strengthen coordination” and characterized
the talks as “very productive,"
while allowing that “a lot of
hard work remains ahead.”
The official spoke to
reporters on condition of
anonymity to discuss the
closed-door talks between
Macron and Blinken at the
Elysee Palace that hadn't
appeared on Blinken's official
schedule for the day.

JERUSALEM: Israeli archaeologists have found a rare
ancient toilet in Jerusalem dating back more than 2,700 years,
when private bathrooms were
a luxury in the holy city,
authorities said Tuesday.
The Israeli Antiquities
Authority said the smooth,
carved limestone toilet was
found in a rectangular cabin
that was part of a sprawling
mansion overlooking what is
now the Old City. It was
designed for comfortable sitting, with a deep septic tank
dug underneath.
“A private toilet cubicle
was very rare in antiquity, and
only a few were found to date,”
said Yaakov Billig, the director
of the excavation.
“Only the rich could afford
toilets,” he said, adding that a
famed rabbi once suggested
that to be wealthy is “to have a

toilet next to his table.”
Animal bones and pottery
found in the septic tank could
shed light on the lifestyle and
diet of people living at that
time, as well as ancient diseases,
the antiquities authority said.
The archaeologists found
stone capitals and columns
from the era, and said there was
evidence of a nearby garden
with orchards and aquatic
plants — more evidence that
those living there were quite
wealthy.
AP
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ratings agency
Moody's on Tuesday upgradIednternational
India's rating outlook to
'stable' from 'negative', saying a
recovery is underway in Asia's
third-largest economy and
growth this fiscal will surpass
the pre-pandemic rate.
Moody's Investors Service
however kept India's sovereign rating at 'Baa3' - which is
the lowest investment grade,
just a notch above junk status.
The change in the rating
outlook to 'stable' from 'negative', which was assigned in
November 2019, reflected
receding downside risks to the
economy and financial system.
"An economic recovery is
underway with activity picking
up and broadening across sectors," Moody's said.
Following a deep contraction of 7.3 per cent in fiscal
2020 (ended March 2021),
Moody's expects India's real
GDP to surpass 2019 levels this

fiscal year (April 2021 to March
2022), rebounding to a growth
rate of 9.3 per cent, followed by
7.9 per cent in the next financial year. "Downside risks to
growth from subsequent coronavirus infection waves are
mitigated by rising vaccination
rates and more selective use of
restrictions on economic activity, as seen during the second
wave," it noted.
The US-based rating firm
had in 2020 lowered India's rating from 'Baa2' with a 'negative'
outlook, saying there would be
challenges in policy implementation amid low growth
and deteriorating fiscal position. In a statement on
Tuesday, Moody's said "the
decision to change the outlook
to stable reflects Moody's view
that the downside risks from
negative feedback between the
real economy and financial
system are receding."
With higher capital cushions and greater liquidity, banks
and non-bank financial institutions pose much lesser risk to
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ST systems will periodically check status of
G
monthly returns filed and taxes
paid by businesses since August
and block generation of e-way
bill in case of non-compliance, GSTN has said.GST
Network, the company that
handles the technology backbone for goods and services
tax, said the blocking of the
electronic way bill generation
facility has now resumed on the
e-way bill portal for all the taxpayers. "Going forward, from
the tax period August 2021
onwards, the system will periodically check the status of
returns filed in form GSTR-3B

or the statements filed in Form
GST CMP-08 as per the regular procedure followed before
pandemic, and block the generation of EWBs (e-way bill) as
per rule," it said. Last year, the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC) had suspended the blocking of electronic way (e-way) bill generation for non-filers to give
them compliance relief during
the Covid-19 pandemic.
In August this year, GSTN
in advisory to taxpayers had
said that the government has
decided to resume the blocking
of e-way bill generation facility on the EWB portal, for all
the taxpayers from August 15
onwards.

the sovereign than Moody's
previously anticipated.
"And while risks stemming from a high debt burden
and weak debt affordability
remain, Moody's expects that
the economic environment will
allow for a gradual reduction
of the general government fiscal deficit over the next few
years, preventing further deterioration of the sovereign credit profile," it added.
It further said that solvency in the financial system
has strengthened, improving
credit conditions which
Moody's expects to be sustained as policy settings normalise.
In addition, banks have
strengthened their capital positions, pointing to a stronger
outlook for credit growth to
support the economy.
Looking ahead, Moody's
expects real GDP growth to
average around 6 per cent over
the medium term, reflecting a
rebound in activity as conditions normalise.
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he government is looking
to widen the productionlinked incentive scheme and
provide other possible incentives to attract gaming device
manufacturers, a senior IT and
electronics ministry official
said Tuesday.
Ministry of Electronics and
IT joint secretary Saurabh Gaur
in an online IAMAI roundtable
discussion said steps are also
being taken with the support of
the information and broadcasting ministry and culture
ministry to promote the gaming ecosystem in the country.
"Gaming consoles are very
popular elsewhere. Tablets and
laptops are other sources. We
will see the emergence of gaming consoles.
We would want to promote
manufacturing of these consoles in India also through
incentives schemes and also
through certain other specific
measures - especially tariff or
non-tariff," he said.
According to an IAMAI-

T

Redseer report released at the
virtual meeting, mobile gaming
dominates the Indian gaming
sector, contributing more than
90 per cent to the USD 1.6 billion gaming market at present
and is expected to further grow
to generate USD 3.9 billion
value by 2025.
Venture capitalists and private equity investors have
recognised the Indian gaming
market and have invested USD
1 billion in the last six months.
The report through various data sources estimates that
there are around 400 million
gamers in India of which 230
million are estimated to be
hardcore gamers. Gaur said
gaming device manufacturing
fits well within the electronics
manufacturing ecosystem and
Indian can meet the global
needs with the complete
ecosystem developing in the
country.
"Lot of gaming is going to
be immersive in nature. AR/VR
content is going to increase. A
lot of innovation is happening
in that system.
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CRA Ratings on Tuesday
IIndian
said the outlook for the
road logistics sector
continues to remain stable,
supported by improved economic recovery in September
quarter, increased pace of vaccination and decline in fresh
Covid-19 cases from June
onwards.
Improved economic activities in second quarter of the
ongoing fiscal year will spur
growth momentum for the
road logistics sector in the second half of the year, ICRA
said.
The sector witnessed moderation in freight volumes
sequentially across different
segments (road, rail and sea) in
June quarter as the resurgence
of Covid-19 cases by the end of
2020-21 stalled the economic
recovery that was visible across
most sectors during the second
half of 2020-21, ICRA said in
a statement.
Given the impact of the
second wave on most enduser industries, freight movement was affected.
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he Sensex and Nifty defied
gravity for the second
T
straight session on Tuesday as
energy, IT and banking counters witnessed brisk buying
amid mixed global cues.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened weak but gained
momentum in afternoon trade
to finish at 59,744.88, up 445.56
points or 0.75 per cent.
On similar lines, the broader NSE Nifty surged 131.05
points or 0.74 per cent to close
at 17,822.30.
IndusInd Bank topped
the Sensex gainers chart with a
jump of 4.60 per cent, followed
by Bharti Airtel, Reliance
Industries, HCL Tech, Titan,
Asian Paints and TCS.
Index
heavyweight
Reliance Industries and the IT
pack accounted for most of the
benchmark's gains.
In contrast, Sun Pharma,
PowerGrid, ITC, UltraTech
Cement, Tata Steel and Nestle
India were among the lag-

gards, slipping up to 1.36 per
cent. The market breadth was
in favour of the bulls, with 20
of the 30 index components
closing in the green.

8]eTbc^abaXRWTaQh
^eTaC$ &[PZWRa
X]cf^SPhb^U
\PaZTcaP[[h
New Delhi:Investors have
gained over C5.17 lakh crore
in two days of equity rally,
with the market capitalisation
of BSE-listed companies
surging to an all-time high
on Tuesday.
Rising for the second
straight session, the 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 445.56
points or 0.75 per cent to
close at 59,744.88 on
Tuesday. The BSE benchmark had jumped 533.74
points or 0.91 per cent on
Monday.
PTI
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Madras is launching Two
IandITDiplomas
in Programming
Data Science for stu-
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he unrest in daily operations
created by COVID-19 outbreak has pushed businesses to
undergo digital transformation for
continued business operations. This
has led to a massive spike in demand
for professionals with digital skills. In
order to build and customise business
solutions as per the industry
demands, professionals need to arm
themselves with career critical skills
like Data Science, Analytics, Cloud
Computing and Cyber Security. To
adapt to the dynamic business
requirements, professionals should
always be on the lookout to acquire
these skills and adopt the idea of lifelong learning.
Today, many edtech organisations
are providing premium quality free
learning resources on their platforms. With no costs involved, these
widely available short duration programms have empowered millions of
students and professionals to learn
the most in-demand skills. Such programmes offer learners a flavour of
the industry requirements and help
them power ahead in their careers.

T

27>>B4A867C?A>6A0<<4
To succeed in the ever evolving
digital world, it is important for
learners to pick up the right skills
delivered by competent learning partners to ensure a steady growth in professional life. Below are a few parameters that can help learners make an
informed decision and choose the
best suited free learning program.
Y Job opportunities available in
the chosen sector
Learners should analyze all the available career opportunities in the mar-

ket which are in line with their interests. They should carefully evaluate
industry requirements in their existing field or can even explore new
avenues which are more rewarding.
Y Examine credentials
It is important to ensure that program
credentials offered by any edtech platform should include a well-structured
curriculum, industry-relevant case
studies, and live sessions.
Y Research about the platform-Try
comparing multiple courses in a
domain offered by different edtech
platforms and finalise the one that
best fits your requirement.

;40A=8=6?;0C5>A<B
Y Great Learning Academy
Great Learning Academy is an
online repository by Great Learning
that offers high quality structured
learning content across 700+ programs focused on career critical
skills. Unlike some of the other platforms listed below, Great Learning
Academy also provides free live
teaching sessions, career guidance and
webinars with experts in addition to
self-paced courses.
The platform aims at providing
students and working professionals a
stepping stone to initiate their
upskilling journey. Analytics,
Programming, Data Science, Artificial
Intelligence, Machine Learning,
Cloud Computing, Digital Marketing,
Big Data and Business Finance are
amongst the top programmes that are
being offered at the Academy.
These free beginner and intermediate level programmes are mingled with industry case studies, weekly live sessions and career preparation
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material. They aim to provide learners a taste of what each of these skills
will entail and help them carve a
career path as per their interests.
On completion of each programme, learners are rewarded a certificate of completion from Great
Learning. Learners can further
obtain a career transition by accessing the holistic career support and relevant jobs listings provided on the
CareerBoost section of Great
Learning Academy. Around 300
organisations list their openings on
CareerBoost which can be accessed
by learners once they take the qualifying test.
Y SkillsBuild
SkillsBuild is a free digital learning platform introduced by IBM in an
effort to address the current skills gap
in the country. It provides students,
job seekers and entrepreneurs with
access to free online coursework and
mentoring support, designed to help
them reinvent their careers and businesses.
As a part of this initiative, IBM
has collaborated with 30 global organisations and 11 Indian organizations
to help create a pool of skilled workers in emerging technologies like
Blockchain, IoT, cloud computing, AI,
3D Printing, etc. and bridge the
skills gap among rural India’s workforce. The program is designed to
empower job seekers within 3-6
months with professional workplace
readiness and technical skills, earn
badges and credentials recognized by
the market, in local languages, and
with personal mentoring.
Y Coursera for Campus
The initiative ‘Coursera for Campus’

was introduced by Coursera last
year during the global lockdown
owing to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Altering to the sudden need to offer
an undisrupted flow of education to
college students, Coursera started
providing free courses to higher secondary learners to arm themselves
with industry-relevant skills. In fact,
through this platform, the partnered
universities are provided access to
more than 4,200 courses that they can
seamlessly integrate into their curricula.
The enrolled students are able to go
through on-demand video lectures
from leading universities and companies like Yale, Google, IBM to learn
in-demand skills in data science,
design, project management, digital
marketing, through various guided
projects. The learners are also rewarded with professional certifications on
the completion of their programs.
Y edX
With edX, the learners can take
up more than 2500 free online interactive courses from 140 world-class
colleges and universities. Founded by
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and Harvard
University, edX offers classes in computer science, business and management, engineering, languages, data
science and the humanities. Students
can browse courses by subject, school
or partner, level (introductory
through advanced) and language.
All these programs offered are
self-paced and therefore, enable the
learners to learn at their own convenience.
CWTfaXcTaXb7PaX:aXbW]P]=PXa2^
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martphones, laptops, tablets, personal
computers, video games and so on, our life
is surrounded by technology and our children are using it everywhere be it at home or
at school. Kids today spend most of their time
in front of the screens, surfing on the net or playing games online. The rising real estate prices
have resulted in most of the families preferring
to live in apartments or floors. These generally have no green area for the family to dwell in.
The children can only access the community
parks and public green areas for any outdoor
activities. With the ongoing pandemic, families
including kids are generally confined in their
homes with the majority of them having no
direct access to nature. Consequently their senses narrow, both physiologically and psychologically. Kids not wanting to spend time outdoors has raised concerns and panic and this
crisis has been referred to as “Nature deficit disorder.” Children having this disorder have
behavioural problems, parental fear, have a weak
bond with the parents as they spend very less
time with them, have health problems like obesity and eyesight issues. Uncontrolled browsing online by kids can be harmful for their development as they are exposed to contents they are
not matured enough to understand like pornography etc. Besides, overuse of these devices
adversely affects the quantity and quality of sleep
of the child. It is observed that in later ages 20
per cent have a higher risk of anxiety disorder
and 40% face mood disorders. Going outdoors
is highly beneficial for kids. Studies show that
spending time with nature and in the green
makes kids happier, attentive, less anxious, and
they tend to be smarter than kids who stay
indoors.
Pros:

S

Boosts Confidence
Playing indoors reduces confidence as the
kids are not open to the outside life. Letting your

kids to move freely in nature will put them in
situations to interact with outdoor environments. These movements may happen anywhere, in a park, in one's backyard or anywhere
nearby. It allows the kid to choose his environment and spot for interaction helping him
or her to become more confident.
Stimulates Creativity and Imagination
As outdoor settings help the kids to move
freely, they get to interact with different means
of nature allowing them to think, branch out
and interpret in their own way. This helps in
the development of their creativity and imagination. It allows the kids to see the world in
their own new perspective.
Nature is an open-ended learning laboratory and kids whenever they are out in the
greens, they become scientists who love to experience the sights, fragrance, sounds, and textures
of the outdoors. They watch the leaves falling
from the trees, earthworms wriggle through the
soil, birds chirping, play with soil, build mud
houses, plant seeds, click pictures of trees and
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P International School, promoted by Sparsh Group,
located at Sector Omega 1
Greater Noida has been ranked
number one in the category of
Greater Noida Leaders by the
most prestigious Annual Times
School ranking 2021.
The Annual Times School
Ranking 2021 has a composition of modules like desk

J

research, factual survey and
perceptual rating survey based
on eight parameters such as
Infrastructure facilities, Sports
facilities, cultural and extracurricular facilities, medical facilities, exchange programmes
and global exposure, faculty
and awards .
"It’s a hard work of the
years to attain this position and
we have always strived hard to
give the best to our students to

make them future ready,” noted
Ruby Chandel, Principal JP
international School.
Amit Saxena, Vice
President, Education of the
Sparsh Group said “It’s a great
feeling to be recognised at this
level and get a top ranking slot
in the most coveted school
ranking is certainly most satisfying. We have been working
constantly towards faculty
ratio, global outlook, net-

working, teaching pedagogy,
gamified learnings, coding etc.,
which has helped JPIS to
achieve the overall development of children.” The school
was established in 2004-5. It is
a self-financing day school
with a current enrolment of
1500 in classes foundation to
XII. The campus has 14 laboratories and the Atal Tinkering
Lab focusing on Robotics, IoT
and 3D printing.

clouds.
Interacting with nature allows children to
learn by doing and experimenting with ideas.
Amidst nature, children think, question, and
interpret, subsequently helping develop analytical minds in them.
Builds sense of Responsibility
As parents we should happily allow the kids
to be with nature. Nature has a lot to teach. For
example, when kids plant a sapling they soon
realise that if they don't water the plant it will die.
This sense of responsibility of taking care of the
plant and subsequently watching it grow, makes
them think and use it in other ways of life.
Health benefits
Nature is healing in itself. The fresh air
when outside amidst nature is so uplifting not
only for physical health but for the soul too. An
active physical activity helps burn more calories and helps build strong and fit bodies.
Exposure to sunlight means children absorb vitamin D which has many positive benefits,
including having a strong immune system.
When outdoors, children can run, jump, hop,
skip, climb, roll, and shout, which relaxes, and
reduces tension, anxiety, and restlessness.
Environment Awareness
Contact with nature is a crucial part of sustainability education in early childhood. This
helps children develop an appreciation for the
Earth and all its inhabitants. In order to raise
future adults who are passionate about protecting the environment and preserving our
planet, they must first develop a deep love for
it. The only way to enable children to grow comfortable in nature is to open the door and let
them out to explore the awe of the green natural world.
Parents need to help their child to reconnect with nature, indulge in a nature walk, or
merely watch the greens through the windows
as every bit helps.
CWTfaXcTaXb3a<dZTbW:fPcaPU^d]STa^UB\X[X]VCaTT

dents, working professionals
and job seekers.
A learner can complete a
diploma from IIT Madras in
eight months. The Diplomas
are open to anyone who has
completed at least two years of
undergraduate education
through any mode and applicants can be from any discipline and based anywhere in
India.
The Applications are open
for the Diploma entry Qualifier
Exam. The Last Date to apply
is November 15, 2021. Those
interested can apply through
https://diploma.iitm.ac.in.
The diploma entry qualifier exam is scheduled on
December 12, 2021. Applicants
must attend the in-person
Diploma Qualifier Exam at an
exam centre in the applicant’s
city of choice. Those who clear
this exam will be eligible to join
the diploma programme.
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Centre for Fire Safety
Management & Training
Institute announces the commencement of admissions for
its one year PG Diploma
Course in Fire Safety &
Environment. This full time
diploma course has been
thoughtfully designed for
those who have recently graduated from any recognised
board and want to work in the
fire safety management industry can enroll for these courses. The study of this program
is incorporated to train candidates to gain knowledge
about the preventive measures to be applied during
times of emergency.
Eligibility: This full time
diploma course has been
thoughtfully designed for
those who have recently
passed 10+2 or graduate from
any recognized board and
want to work in the fire safe-

ty management industry can enroll for
these courses.
Apply :
Visit
www.cfsmt.org or the application forms brochure may be
obtained from admission
office of Centre for fire safety Management & Training,
Mundka, New delhi-110041
Deadline: 12 October,
2021

888C34;788=E8C4B
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IIT-Delhi, India’s leading
engineering & tech Institute,
Irecently
announced admissions to Undergraduate
Programmes through Joint
Admission Counselling (JAC).
Eligibility:To apply for
B.Tech. Admission 2021
through JAC Counselling, candidates must have passed 10+2
conducted by CBSE, CISCE, or
an
equivalent
board.
Candidates must have also
secured an aggregate of 70% or
more in best-of-five subjects,
including Mathematics,
Physics, Chemistry and 70% in
Mathematics. Candidates having JEE Main 2021 Rank (Paper
I) will be eligible. Some relaxations are also given in percentage for reserved categories.
IIIT-Delhi is accepting admission to B.Tech. in Computer
Science and Engineering
(CSE), etc., through JAC
admissions process.
Fee: Fee waiver and various scholarships are also
awarded to students of the
lower-income group so that no
deserving students are deprived
of quality higher education.
Updates: For any changes
in procedure and schedules,
students and parents can refer
to
the
JAC
website
(https://jacdelhi.nic.in) and the
website of IIIT-Delhi
(www.iiitd.ac.in).
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he modern publishing industry is full of iconic writers
T
who are engineers. The last two
decades have seen many techies
churning out Young Adult fiction
and transforming the reading
culture in the country. Ashwini
Rath, the writer of Rising Petals,
is one such techies who have
entered the literary world. But
going off the trend, he didn’t
write much famous chick-lit
romantic fiction instead he started his writing career with a
poetry book.
The poet’s note gives insight
into his mind and what propelled
him to write this work. He talks
about the anxiety of individuals
and society as a whole with the
overwhelming transformation of
the world, engulfed by regressive
thoughts and oppression of various forms. Reading his poems
further with his note in mind
gives almost a sufi zest to the
experience.
Rath writes in a free-style
Haiku or Senryu format - short
poetry about nature and human
foibles - sans its technicalities,
leaving the readers with food for
thought.
The poems don’t specifically talk about a single event but
convey an emotion that makes
the reader attach it or relate it to
their own personal experiences,
hence making his work have a
unique impact on every reader.

Many of the poems in this
edition can be interpreted as having political connotations if seen
from a critical lens.
However, he has shied away
from being explicit on his
thoughts about globalisation,
nationalism, religious dogma,
capitalism and more and has
used abstract poetry to guard
himself - saying something about
those issues and not saying it
simultaneously.
It will be rewarding to find
him being bolder in his upcoming works with his thoughts not
curtained by poetry but coming
out more unapologetically - provided that they meant to.
Outside of the literary world,
he is a tech-entrepreneur active
in the Information Technology
industry. His other published
work is an academic book, Cloud
Computing - Facing the Reality.
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he Institute of Company
T
Secretaries of India (ICSI)
celebrated its 53rd foundation day
on Monday, the 4th of October,
2021, on the theme “Powering
Atmanirbhar Bharat through
Entrepreneurship
and
Innovation” at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi.
Union Minister of Finance &
Corporate Affairs, Government of
India, Nirmala Sitharaman,
graced the occasion as the Chief

Guest and appreciated the
Institute for attuning the celebration with Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav and choosing the theme
“Powering Atmanirbhar Bharat
through Entrepreneurship and
Innovation” in tandem with this
vision.
Emphasising
on
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan,
Sitharaman said “Company
Secretaries should look beyond
their existing set of responsibilities and partner with the
Ministries and the Regulatory

Authorities in easing compliances for the tax paying citizens.”
The commemoration also
witnessed the presence of
Dr TV Somanathan,
Secretary, Ministry of Finance,
Government of India and Rajesh
Verma, Secretary, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, Government
of India, as Guest(s) of Honour.
The second half of the celebration continued with a thematic panel discussion on
“Powering Atmanirbhar
Bharat
through

Entrepreneurship
and
Innovation”.
Distinguished panelists of
the day, Deepak Bagla, MD and
CEO, Invest India; Bejon Kumar
Misra, International Consumer
Policy Expert and Founder,
Consumer Online Foundation;
Yadvendra Tyagi, Founder
ENKASH; Narendra Kumar
Shyamsukha, Founder &
Chairman, ICA Eduskills, gave
excellent
insights
on
Entrepreneurship
and
Innovation ecosystem in India.
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immy Neesham and Nathan
Coulter-Nile bowled excepJtionally
well to keep Mumbai
Indians alive and kicking as
they outclassed Rajasthan
Royals by eight wickets in a
low-scoring Indian Premier
League match, here on Tuesday.
New Zealander Neesham
(3/12) and Aussie Coulter-Nile
(4/14) snapped seven wickets
for only 26 runs in eight overs
between them to choke
Rajasthan for a meagre 90 for
9. The five-time champions
then knocked off the runs in 8.2
overs to go up to 12 points and
more importantly improve their
net run-rate to -0.048. This was
also the biggest victory for MI
in terms of balls left (70).
Ishan Kishan (50 not out)

got some much-needed confidence during the short chase as
MI knocked Royals out of IPL
from the league stage itself yet
again as they flattered to
deceive.
The Royals did not have
many quality Indian players
except Yashasvi Jaiswal. Kishan,
who has endured wretched
form during the better part of
the UAE leg, hit five fours and
three sixes. Fittingly, he finished
it with a maximum.
MI will now meet
Sunrisers Hyderabad on Friday,
another must-win game but
they would also want Kolkata
Knight Riders (12 points, NRR
+0.294) to lose their last match
against Royals on Thursday.
In case KKR win and move
up to 14 points, MI on the last
day would know how much
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ll-rounder Sam Curran has
been ruled out of the ICC
A
T20 World Cup with a lower
back injury, which he sustained
during an Indian Premier
League game for Chennai Super
Kings, the England & Wales
Cricket Board said on Tuesday.

He will fly back to the UK
in the next couple of days and
will have further scans and a full
review later this week by the
ECB’s medical team.
“Curran complained of back
pain after Chennai Super Kings
Indian Premier League fixture
on Saturday against Rajasthan
Royals,” the ECB stated.

they require to get past Shah
Rukh Khan-owned team’s net
run-rate.
On the day, Neesham and
Coulter-Nile hit the ideal
length on a tacky strip as they
choked Royals to the lowest
T20 total by any team batting
first at Sharjah.
Rohit Sharma was
spot-on in deciding to bowl
first and Neesham (3/12),
playing his first game of the
UAE leg, took the pace off his
deliveries on a Sharjah track
where the ball wasn’t coming
onto the bat.
Coulter-Nile (4-0-14-4)
was equally effective with his
change-ups and hitting the
hard-lengths more often than
not en route one of his best IPL
spells. Neesham and CoulterNile cumulatively gave away

only 26 runs between them in
eight overs and also got a
whopping seven wickets, which
threw Royals out of contest.
Jasprit Bumrah (2/14) was
menacing as ever with crucial
wickets as it was one of MI’s
closest to perfect bowling performance.
Royals were blown away in
a space of four overs as they
slumped from 41 for 1 in the
last over of Powerplay to 50 for
5 by the time the first 10 was
about to end. There was no
looking back for MI from that
position.
The in-form Sanju Samson
(3) tried to slash hard without
reaching to the pitch of the
delivery as Jayant Yadav at
point took a diving catch.
Shivam Dube after the CSK
heroics tried to reach at a
fuller delivery on ‘fifth stump”
and dragged it back while
Rahul Tewatia (12 off 20 balls)
in the midst of a horrendous
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Chennai: Dinesh Karthik will
lead the Tamil Nadu team in the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy T20
tournament to be played in
Lucknow. The team picked by
the State Senior Selection
Committee of the Tamil Nadu
Cricket Association features a
few players who shone in the
recent TNPL like B Sai
Sudharshan and P Saravana

Kumar. Out of favour India allrounder Vijay Shankar has been
named Dinesh Karthik’s deputy
in the squad, which also includes
left-arm pacer T Natarajan, who
has not featured in the second
phase of the IPL in the UAE after
he tested positive for Covid-19,
and all-rounder MS Washington
Sundar, who is recovering from
an injury.
PTI
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ndia on Tuesday pulled out
ICommonwealth
of next year’s Birmingham
Games’ hockey competition, citing COVID19 concerns and UK’s discriminatory quarantine rules for
travellers from the country, a
day after England’s withdrawal from the junior men’s World
Cup in Bhubaneswar over similar reasons.
Hockey India President
Gyanandro Ningombam communicated the federation’s decision to Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) President
Narinder Batra in a letter.
Hockey India reasoned
that there is only a 32-day window available between the

Birmingham Games (July 28August 8) and the Hangzhou
Asian Games (September 1025). HI said it can’t risk sending its players to the UK, which
has been one of the worst
affected by the coronavirus
pandemic. “You will appreciate
that the Asian games is the
Continental qualification event
for the 2024 Paris Olympic

Games and keeping the priority of the Asian Games in
mind, Hockey India can not
risk any members of the Indian
teams contracting COVID-19
during the Commonwealth
Games,” Ningombam wrote.
“Therefore, Hockey India
will not be sending its men and
women
teams
to
Commonwealth Games 2022
and are informing you in
advance to kindly notify the
Organisers to identify reserve
teams.” The possibility of this
withdrawal arose a few weeks
back when the IOA President
said that HI had indicated to
him that it was more keen on
players being in top form for
the Asian Games which is a
qualifier for the 2024 Paris

Olympics. Sources in the sports
ministry had stated that efforts
would be made to persuade HI
to send second-string teams
instead of pulling out altogether. The UK recently refused
to recognise India’s COVID-19
vaccination certificates and
imposed a 10-day hard quarantine on travellers from the
country even if they were fully
vaccinated.
The discrimination was
prominently mentioned in
Ningombam’s letter to the IOA
President, who has issued
instructions for co-ordination
with the sport’s world governing body FIH for the details of
the reserve teams.
Batra heads the FIH as
well.
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orld Chess Champion and
World No 1 Magnus
W
Carsen added one more feather to his cap when he won the
two-week Meltwater Champions
Chess Tour that ended on
October 4.
The Tour was organised in
various legs and leagues with
accumulation of cumulative
points on the basis of performance in each part of it. The
tour gave exposure to several talented youngsters to match their
wits against the topmost legends
from the International Chess.
Wesley So of the USA created a flutter by defeating
Mangus Carlsen on some occasions but the latter still topped
the score board from the start till
the end.
Here is an interesting game
from the tour ( Carlsen M vs
Vachier Lagrave.
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.h3 e5
7.Nxc6!? [Carlsen tries a
“Patzer’s idea” as Fischer would
call it. In fact, Fischer often did
the same! This this capture isn’t
in keeping with principles of
modern Chess as it strengthens
Black centre and allows back the
‘d5’ square. Such a capture can
be justified positionally only if
White can break the Black’s
central pawn mass with f2-f4,
before Black is able to get d6-d5.
Let’s see how the games progresses now.]
7...bxc6 8.Bc4 [White ‘d5’
wants to keep ....d6-d5 under
check.] [8.f4!? looks like a strategic follow up but the complica-

tions starting with 8...Be7! 9.fxe5
Nd7! 10.Qg4 Nxe5 could expose
the serious weaknesses in
White’s camp.] 8...Be7 9.0-0 00 10.b3
[10.f4 looks like the established strategic way of playing
against Black’s Central Pawn
mass, but Carlsen’s moves and
plans always remain a mystery
to the Chess world. 10...Qb6+
11.Kh1 exf4 12.Bxf4 Qxb2
13.Qd3 Qb4 14.e5 could have
been a logical follow-up of
10.f4.] 10...Nd7 11.Na4 Nf6
12.Nc3 Nd7 [Black is offering a
draw indirectly.] 13.Ba3?! [13.f4
or; 13.Bb2 looked more obvious.] 13...Nb6! 14.Bd3 d5 [looks
good but the Soviet school
might have preferred] [14...f5!]
15.Bxe7 Qxe7
[The opening hasn’t been a
success for the world champion.
Black seems to have all the
trumps.] 16.Re1?! d4 17.Nb1 c5
18.Nd2 Be6 19.Qe2 f6? [An
unnecessary ‘safeguarding’ move
which loses time. Black had two
better and very interesting
options.] [19...a5! In style of
Capablanca or Reti, or even;
19...Rfc8 intending an eventual
....c5-c4 sacrifice.] 20.Rec1 Rac8
[20...a5! was still called for.
The wise lessons of Masters
in the past shouldn’t be disregarded. Unfortunately, Black
follows the modern trend of discarding the old strategy as ‘out
of fashion’, only to find himself
in trouble very soon.] 21.c3
Qf7?! [Black is on the wrong
track, he fails to sense that
opening of ‘c’ file is likely to
change the path of the game
from static to dynamic.] 22.Rc2!

a5 [Too late and also after placing the wrong Rook at ‘c8’.]
[22...c4? fails to the following
pretty variaton. 23.bxc4 Nxc4?
24.cxd4 Nxd2 25.d5! Rxc2
26.Bxc2 Bxd5? 27.exd5 Qxd5
28.Rd1 Rd8 29.Bb3!] 23.Rac1 a4
24.cxd4 axb3 25.Nxb3! [This
unexpected recapture must have
come as a surprise as Black now
fails to judge the tactical element
in the position.] 25...cxd4??
[This ‘Positional’ move meets
with a stunning and unbelievable refutation.
Over a hundred years ago,
German Grandmaster Richard
Teichmann opined “Chess is
99% tactics” and the Chess playing engines seem to support it.
The world seems to be getting
back to Paul Morphy’s ‘Golden
era of Chess.’] [25...c4! would
have maintained equilibrium.]
26.Nc5! Rc7 [26...Bd7 wouldn’t
have halted White’s offensive.
For example, 27.a4! Kh8
(27...Rxc5?! 28.Rxc5 Nxa4
29.Rc7 winning more material.)
28.a5 Na8 29.Nxd7 Qxd7 30.a6
h6 31.Rb1 Rb8 32.Rcb2 with
fatal penetration at ‘b7’.]
27.Nxe6! [White has a ‘Bad’
Bishop, Black has a ‘Powerful’
‘Protected Passed Pawn’. What
more could you want? But
Carlsen proves all strategic concepts wrong as now it is the initiative which decides the
oucome!] 27...Rxc2 28.Qxc2
[This wins very convincingly but
surprisingly World Champion
misses the simple] [28.Bxc2!
Rc8! 29.Rb1 Qxe6 30.Bb3 Rc4
(30...Nc4 31.Rc1) 31.a4!]
28...Qxe6
[The position seems to be

fine for Black except the position
of the misplaced Knight. Had
the Knight been on ‘c3’, Black
might have been better here. But
Znesko-Borovsky’s “Knights
need Pawn-support” becomes
the deciding factor now.] 29.a4
Ra8?! XABCDEFGHY 8r+-++k+( 7+-+-+-zpp’ 6-sn-+qzp+& 5+-+-zp-+-% 4P+-zpP++$ 3+-+L+-+P# 2-+Q+-zPP+”
1+-tR-+-mK-! xabcdefghy
[29...Rc8 30.Qb2 Rxc1+ 31.Qxc1
Qc8 32.Qb1 Qc3 33.Qb5 h6
34.Bf1 would have been a lesser evil but that, too,wouldn’t have
changed the outcome.] 30.a5!
Rxa5 31.Qc7! [The finale takes
place in style of Paul Morphy,
unexpected and elegent! Black
can’t save the unsupported
Knight.] 31...h5 [31...Ra8 32.Rc6
Rc8 (32...Qb3 33.Rxb6 Qxd3
34.Rb7 is similar to the game.)
33.Rxe6 Rxc7 34.Rxb6] 32.Rc6
Qb3 33.Rxb6! [White doesn’t
even halt to retreat the Bishop.]
33...Ra1+ 34.Kh2 Qxd3 35.Rb7-1-0
[The game emphasises on
the importance of the concept of
‘safety of King’ which is wrongly considered ‘out of fashion’ by
some ‘modern’ players. Carlsen’s
“Tactical judgement” reigns
supreme as it clearly prevailed
over his ‘anti-positional’ play
such as permitting protected
passed pawn to opponent, using
Bishop as a blockader and surrendering central superiority to
his opponent. A remarkable
game indeed!]
Pravin
Thipsay
is
Grandmaster and Former
national Chess champion

season, tried to pull a short ball
that came late and took the
edge into keeper’s hands.
Neesham’s induction in
place of Krunal Pandya, who
has been a regular feature for

a good five years now, proved
to be a master-stroke as he didn’t give enough pace to
manoeuvre and also bowled
wicket-to wicket, not experimenting much.

Evin Lewis (24 off 19 balls)
once again started in rollicking
fashion but the course of Royals
innings was changed when talented Yashasvi Jaiswal (12)
failed to ride the bounce off a

Coulter-Nile delivery to be
caught behind.
Once Bumrah got rid of
Lewis with an angular delivery,
rest of the Royals batters fell like
a pack of cards.

